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jast  ae  justly  as  on  those  which  we  might  men- 
tion; aud  if  the  bill  be  correct  in  principle, 
then  I  think  we  ought  to  make  it  as  broad  as 

eossible.  I  think  so  for  another  reason ;  and 
ere  I  meet  an  objection  that  I  am  sure  will 
be  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
that  he  prefers  to  specify  the  articles  and 
thus  avoid  difBculty  and  confusion  at  the 
'Department.  We  know  that  tbe  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Portlaad  did  not  specify  the  articles, 
and  we  are  not  advised  that  there  was  any 
trouble  under  that  bill.  I  therefore  trust  that 
those  who  are  opposed  to  the  bill  upon  princi- 
ple will  vote  with  us  aud  insist  that  we  pass 
or  defeat  the  bill  just  as  it  stands. 

There  are  some  other  matters  to  which  I 
propose  to  refer  very  briefly  before  I  touch  the 
question  that  has  been  discussed  here.  It  was 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
(and  I  infer  that  he  presented  it  as  an  argu- 
ment against  this  bill,  else  I  am  sure  it  had 
no  place  here)  that  we  had  already  been  very 
libidral  to  Chicago,  for  we  had  given  to  Chicago 
four  millions  for  building  a  Government  court- 
house 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  Senator  will  surely  ex- 
cane  me  in  saying  that  I  did  not  present  it  as 
an  argument  against  this  bill*  but  as  an  evi- 
dence of  the  willingness  of  the  Senate  to  do 
all  they  could  properly  do  for  Chicago. 

Mr.  WBIGHT.  Mr.  President, -when  we  ap- 
propriate four  million  dollars  to  build  a  Gov- 
ernment court-house  for  the  natioui  we  do  it  for 
the  nation  and  not  for  Chicago.  Chicago 
is  no  more  interested  in  that  as  a  national 
question  than  Pennsylvania.  Chicago  has  no 
more  right  to  demand  it  or  ask  it  than  Phila- 
delphia. Four  million  dollars  to  Chicago  from 
the  national  Treasury  to  build  the  nation's 
poat  office  and  Government  court-house  I 

The  Senator  also,  in  drawing  a  distinction 
between  this  and  the  Portland  case,  says  the 
Portland  bill  was  passed  in  the  latter  part  of 
July,  and  the  fire  was  only  about  three  weeks 
before;  and  therefore,  inasmuch  as  there 
were  no  buildings  and  but  little  improvement 
up  to  that  time,  the  relief  was  general,  or  ex- 
tended to  all,  those  that  were  poor  and  those 
that  were  rich  alike.  Aud  now  he  says  that 
this  fire  occurred  in  October  last;  we  are  in 
March,  five  months  since  the  fire;  and  as' to 
the  persons  who  have  built  upon  their  lots 

Iierhaps  poor  buildings,  those  that  should  be 
ienefited  by  such  legislation,  the  time  has 
passed  for  them,  and  now  the  Government 
leaches  out  its  hand  to  help  the  rich,  and 
hence  there  is  a  distinction  between  this  case 
and  the  case  of  Portland.  Did  my  good  friend 
remember  that  he  was  called  upon  within  less 
ttian  two  months  from  the  time  this  fire  oc- 
carred  to  extend  this  very  aid?  And. if  Con- 
gress had  passed  this  bill,  even  then,  as  in 
the  case  of  Portland,  the  fires  were  not  out  in 
Chicago.  They  were  not  ont  when  this  bill 
was  introduced  and  when  it  passed  the  other 
House.  Not  only  so,  but  can  it  affect  the  con- 
stitutional question  of  the  power  of  Congress 
that  yon  did  not  do  it  within  three  weeks  or 
four  weeks,  but  have  waited  four  months  or 
five  months?  Shall  it  be  claimed  here  as  an 
argument  against  this  bill  that  because  Con- 
gress has  been  tardy  in  awarding  that  justice 
which  has  been  claimed,  therefore  it  cannot  be 
awarded  at  all? 

But  it  has  also  been  said,  I  think  by  all  the 
Senators  who  have  preceded  me  on  the  other 
side  of  this  question^  that .  if  this  relief  is 
granted  it  goes  to  the  rich  and  not  to  the 
poor.  In  my  humble  judgment  that  is  a  very 
low  view — I  trust  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  say- 
ing 80 — of  the  real  question  before  the  Senate. 
I  would  take  this  question  above  any  such  con- 
sideration. I  look  upon  it,  in  my  action  here 
as  a  Senator,  not  as  a  question  whether  I  am 
benefiting  A  or  B,  or  whether  A  or  B  shall 
be  worth  milHon«  or  pence,  but  the  question 
is  whether  it  is  right  for  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  pass  this  bill  for  the  nation 
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in  view  of  its  own  revenues  and  its  own  great- 
ness and  its  own  strength  and  adding  to  its  own 
wealth.  I  say  that  is  the  ground  on  which  I 
place  this  bill,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  dis- 
cuss it  on  the  narrower  personal  view  as  to 
whether  it  benefits  A  or  B  or  whether  A  or  B 
shall  be  rich  or  poor. 

Mr.  President,  having  said  this  much  with 
reference  to  matters  that  I  hardly  think  will 
have  much  if  any  weight  in  the  determina- 
tion of  the  measure  before  us,  I  come  to  con- 
sider very  briefly  the  question  that  I  really 
think  is  here,  and  the  one  upon  which  X  think 
the  bill  is  to  turn. 

I  come  to  the  consideration  of  this  question 
without  instruction,  and  I  am  sure  I  have  no 
feeling  whatever.  I  do  not  represent  a  con- 
stituency urging  me  to  vote  one  way  or  the 
other.  I  have  been  looking  alone  to  find  what 
was  right  and  what  was  my  duty  under  the 
Constitution,  inaspiuch  as  this  constitutional 
question  has  been  raised ;  and  I  desire  to  say 
that  I  shall  allow  lio  oqe,  here  or  elsewhere, 
now  or  hereafter,  to  go  in  advance  of-  me  in 
my  devotion  to  .thp  Constitution.    .I^s^r,  so 

far  as -this  discitssiopj^  concern^^^dosisj'  ^^^ 
all  and  every  of  its  provismns  shall  be  con- 
sidered. I  would  not  dlscara  any  of  them ;  I 
would  not  disregard  any  of  them.  I  desire  to 
say  also  that  while  for  some  purposes  there 
may  be  some  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
that  are  more  important  than  others,  yet,  so 
far  as  my  duty  is  concerned,  and  in  view  of 
the  oath  I  have  taken,  and  the  obligation  that 
is  imposed  upon  me,  they  are  all  alike  import- 
ant; that  is  to  say,  1  do  not  accept  in  this 
sense  any  of  them  as  being  directory  and 
others  as  mandatory;  but  I  accept  them  as 
being  all  equally  binding  upon  me. 

In  the  same  connection  I  remark  that  I  must 
remember  that  while  I  am  not  to  violate  any 
express  provision  of  the  Constitution,  I  am 
still  not  to  fail  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty 
because  by  possibility  some  actor  measure  may 
be  supposed  to  be  in  conflict  with  the  instru- 
ment; for  if  I  do  that,  then  I  am  as  clearly  in 
disregard  of  ray  duty  and  I  as  clearly  violate 
that  instrument  as  though  I  violated  some 
express  provision  of  it.  If,  for  instance,  I 
believe  a  particular  measure  to  be  just  and 
necessary,  I  will  not  conjure  up^  possible  con- 
stitutional difficulties  and  refrain  from  giving 
that  measure  my  supporL  Not  onl^  so,  but 
we  are  bound  to  look  at  these  questions  dis- 
passionately, and  in  the  light  of  reason.  We 
are  to  look  at  the  object,  the  purpose  of  the 
provision  of  the  Constitution  in  question,  and 
we  are  to  look  at  the  entire  or  whole  instru- 
ment; and  we  are  not  justified  in  jumping  to 
a  conclusion  because  unconsciously  or  other- 
wise we  desire  that  the  Constitution  shall  have 
such  a  construction  that  an  act  or  measure  is 
violative  of  its  provisions. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  very  easy  for  any  ingen- 
ious mind,  one  that  is  seeking  to  give  the  Con- 
stitution a  particular  construction,  to  satisfy 
itself,  and  perhaps  to  some  extent  others  also, 
that  this  measure  is  warranted  and  another  pro- 
hibited. But  with  a  mind  seeking  alone  for  truth, 
and  desiring  to  find  out  the  right,  that  will  re- 
member and  should  remember  that  if  this  Con- 
stitution is  a  grant  of  powers  it  is  nevertheless 
a  grand  charter  made  for  the  nation  with  infi- 
nite possibilities  and  for  a  people  at  all  times, 
as  I  trust  and  I  believe,  seeking  to  do  justice 
and  right,  at  all  times  to  promote  the  greatest 
good  of  the  greatest  number,  this  Constitution 
must  not  receive  a  narrow  or  restricted  con- 
struction, nor  must  it  receive  a  liberal  or  a 
broad  one. 

I  have  said  this  much  generally  upon  the 
question,  and  I  come  to  the  point  that  is  made 
in  opposition  to  this  bill.  The  power  to  lay 
duties  and  imposts  by  reference  to  the  Con- 
stitution— the  clause  has  been  read  more  than 
once,  but  I  refer  to  it  again — is  in  the  eighth 
section  of  the  first  article  : 
"  The  Congren  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  coUoot 


taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts, 
and  provide  for  the  common  d#reii8e  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States;  but  all  duties,  imposts, 
and  exoises  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  united 
States." 

Here  power  is  given  to  Congress  to  lay  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  &c.,  and  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  among  other  things  for  the  gen- 
eral welfare  ;  but  the  restriction  is  that  these 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States.  The  vital  or 
pivotal  words  in  this  section  are  *^  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States."  The  lan- 
guage is  not  that  these  duties  '^  shall  be  uni- 
form," for  that  might  possibly  have  been  in- 
terpreted so  that  there  could  not  be  a  discrim- 
ination, but  **  shall  be  uniform  throughout 
the  United  States."  What  do  these  words 
mean?  I  am  sure  there  will  be  no  difiereuce 
between  the  distinguished  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin [Mr.  Carphnter]  and  myself,  and  those 
who  have  discussed  this  question,  on  this  part 
of  the  Constitution.  I  understand  it  to  mean 
in  their  own  words,  and  perhaps  I  follow  al- 
most the  language  of  those  who  have  preceded 
me,  that  the  duties  on  all  ai-ticles  shall  be  the 
sam^  ^  all  ports,  or  throughout  the  United 
States,  and  not  that  we  cannot  or  may  not  dis- 
criminate as  between  articles,  but  they  are  to  be 
the  same  at  all  the  ports  throughout  the  United 
Slates.  No  different  rule  is  certainly  laid 
down  in  this  case  from  5  Wheaton,  to  which 
reference  was  made  yesterday.  The  very 
points  decided  there,  I  am  sure,  have  little  or 
no  connection  (and  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  conceded  that  yesterday  in  his  ar- 
gument) wiih  the  question  now  before  us.  The 
third  clause  of  the  head-note  of  the  case  is 
*^the  power  of  Congress  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  is  coexten- 
sive with  tbe  territory  of  the  United  States." 
That  was  the  real  question  which  was  decided 
in  that  case,  so  that  there  is  really  nothing  in 
that  case  in  conflict  with  what  either  of  us 
maintains  with  reference  to  this  question. 

Then  these  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  are 
to  be  *^  uniform  throughout  the  United  States." 
Thus  far  I  am  sure  there  is  no  disagreement, 
and  I  always  make  it  a  point,  if  possible,  and  it 
always  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  accord 
and  agree  just  as  far  as  possible  in  any  discus- 
sion, for,  with  the  matters  upon  which  there  can 
be  an  agreement  settled  and  understood,  very 
frequently  difficulty  is  avoided^  and  certainly 
the  argument  is  shortened.  I  say,  then,  that  I 
think  we  all  a^ree  on  the  construction  that  I  have 
given,  for  it  is  substantially  the  same  that  has 
already  been  given.  Now,  this  bill  does  not 
say  in  words  that  a  different  duty  shall  be  im- 
posed on  goods  destined  for  Chicaeo  than  upon 
goods  that  are  destined  for  New  York  or  Bos- 
ton. I  weigh  my  words;  I  say  this  bill  does 
not  say  in  words  that  a  different  duty  shall  be 
imposed  on  goods  destined  for  Chicago  than 
upon  articles  that  are  destined  for  New  York 
or  Boston.  I  am  sure  that  upon  this  subject 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion.  As  to 
what  is  the  effect  of  the  language,  that  is  a 
different  thing;  as  to  the  construction  that 
shall  be  put  upon  the  language  of  the  provis- 
ions of  the  bill,  that  is  a  different  thing;  but  [ 
say  that  in  words  this  bill  does  not  disturb  this 
rule  of  uniformity  that  is  provided  for  in  the 
Constitution.  Then  again  I  say  thus  far  we 
are  in  accord. 

But  it  is  said  the  same  thing  is  accomplished 
indirectly,  and  therefore  the  Constitution  is 
violated  as  essentiallv  as  if  it  was  attempted 
by  direct  language.  Now  let  us  see  if  this  is 
so.  In  the  first  place,  I  remark  that  when  a 
construction  is  invoked  upon  a  constitutional 
provision  or  anything  else  which  violates  what 
the  conscience  and  the  judgment  tell  us  to  be 
right,  we  may  well  distrust  the  warning  voice 
that  is  thus  raised.  We  all  must  admit,  for 
that  is  conceded  in  the  argument  here  through- 
out, that  the  people  are  willing  to  relieve  Chi- 
cago. Gentlemen  all  say  it  is  right  aud  just 
and  proper,  provided  always,  of  course,  that 
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the  poor  caa  be  helped  as  well  as  the  rich. 
But  DOW  it  is  sought  to  gi^e  a  construction  to 
the  Constitution  that  I  say,  when  you  have 
given  to  it  that  construction,  you  give  it  a  con- 
struction that  defeats  what  yourjudgment  and 
your  conscience  tell  ^ou  to  be'righL  And  I 
say  when  a  construction  is  invoked  that  thus 
violates  what  your  judgment  and  your  con- 
science tell  you  to  be  right,  you  should  wait 
and  hesitate  before  you  give  any  such  con- 
struction. 

Now  that  I  am  not  mistaken,  and  that  the 
construction  insisted  upon  here  is  not  such  as 
to  strike  the  mind  at  once,  I  am  sure  that  I 
only  need  refer  to  the  early  days  of  this  dis- 
cussion when  this  bill  was  first  before  the  Sen- 
ate. My  good  friend  from  Wisconsin,  with  all 
his  familiarity  with  the  Constitution,  and  with 
all  his  anxiety  in  view  of  the  instructions  given 
to  him,  and  with  all  his  conviction  that  the  bill 
was  wrong,  nevertheless,  while  another  con- 
stitutional objection  was  raised  and  discussed, 
did  not  allude  to  this ;  it  did  not  occur  to  any 
mind  in  the  Senate  until  the  discussion  had 
progressed  some  two  or  three  days.  Not  only 
so;  but  those  who  now  insist  the  strongest 
upon  this  constitutional  objection  were  among 
those  that  offered  amendments  to  the  bill  to 
extend  its  provisions  to  Michigan  as  well  as  to 
Wisconsin. 

I  do  not  urge  this  as  perhaps  in  the  least 
controlling,  for  I  know  how  often  it  is  that 
those  who  aregiving  the  most  careful  attention 
to  a  particular  subject  may  perhaps  overlook 
the  very  strongest  point  there  may  be  in  the 
discussion ;  but  I  sav  if  this  constitutional  ob- 
jection was  so  strong  and  was  so  overwhelming 
in  itself,  it  is  strange  that  it  was  not  observed 
until  this  discussion  had  progressed  two  or 
three  days,  and  that  then  it  should  come  from 
a  Senator  who  had  taken  but  little  if  any  part 
in  the  debate. 

I  go  one  step  further.  I  have  said  the  duty 
laid  is  the  same  on  the  articles  contemplated 
by  this  bill  as  if  laid  anywhere  else ;  that  is  to 
say,  the  general  law  with  reference  to  the  im- 
portation of  articles  obtains  with  reference  to 
these  articles  as  well  as  if  they  were  imported 
at  the  port  of  New  York  or  Boston.  The  arti- 
cles, 1  repeat,  contemplated  by  this  bill  are  to 
be  assessed,  and  they  are  to  pay  precisely  as 
though  they  were  to  be  imported  into  New 
York,  or  imported  for  the  benefit  of  any  per- 
son else  than  the  sufferers  at  Chicago.  Is  not 
that  true?  Suppose  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  were  stricken  out,  and  we  had  the  first  and 
third,  then  these  articles  would  go  into  Chi- 
cago, would  enter  into  the  rebuilding  of  that 
city,  would  pay  duties  just  the  same  as  if  they 
went  to  New  York  or  Boston.  Would  not  that 
be  true  ?  Unquestionably.  So  that  those  that 
go  to  the  city  of  Chicago,  whether  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  sufferer  or  one  that  was  not  a  sufferer, 
all  pay  alike.  Is  not  that  so?  If  that  is  so,  I 
ask  this  question :  thus  far  is  there  any  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitution?  Certainly  not.  That 
is  too  plain  to  admit  of  argument.  Thus  far 
the  duty  is  paid,  and  the  Government  gets  the 
benefit  of  it.  Is  not  that  so?  Thus  far,  I 
repeat,  the  duty  is  paid  and  the  Qovernment 
gets  the  benefit  of  it;  it  is  in  its  Treasury. 
Thus  far  there  is  no  violation  of  the  Consti- 
tution. 

The  argument  on  the  other  side,  however, 
is  that  by  this  legislation  the  Government 
pledges  itself  in  advance  to  return  the  duties 
imposed  and  collected  by  allowing  this  draw- 
back, and  thus  in  effect  there  is  a  discrimina- 
tion in  favor  of  one  locality  over  another; 
and  this  is  followed  by  the  concession  that  if 
the  money  was  already  collected  it  would  be 
competent  to  make  a  direct  appropriation  of 
an  aggregate  sum,  or  to  make  a  specific  dis- 
position of  the  monoy  that  had  been  collected. 
That  I  understood  to  be  the  argument. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  in  all  candor,  and  with 
the  utmost  deference,  I  submit  that  that  argu- 
ment proves  too  much.     I  submit,  with   all 


deference,  that  it  destroys  itself.  The  argu- 
ment is  that  in  advance  the  Government  says 
that  its  hands  shall  be  tied ;  we  will  receive 
this  money,  but  we  will  pay  it  back  to  you  ; 
and,  inasmuch  as  it  makes  this  pledge  in 
advance,  there  is  a  discrimination  in  favor  of 
Chicago  as  against  the  other  ports  of  the  coun- 
try ;  there  is  a  destruction  of  this  uniformity 
contemplated  by  the  Constitution.  That  you 
cannot  do  that  where  you  make  the  pledge  in 
advance;  but  you  can  after  you  have  the  money 
in  the  Treasury  either  provide  that  an  aggre- 
gate sum  of  $400,000,  as  proposed  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Michigan,  or  the  specific  money  in 
the  Treasury  arising  from  imports  into  the  city 
of  Chicago  mav  be  paid  back.  I  say  that 
proves  too  much. 

In  the  first  place,  on  this  part  of  the  argu- 
ment, while  I  do  not  attach  much  force  or 
weight  to,  nevertheless  I  do  not  think  it  inap- 
propriate. I  have  already  suggested  that  the 
duties  are  the  same ;  they  are  paid  ;  each  and 
every  man  who  imports  glass,  or  lumber,  or 
iron,  or  anything  else  that  is  contemplated  by 
this  bill,  pays  just  ^  though  there  bad  been 
no  fire,  as  though,  in  other  words,  this  great 
calamity  had  not  come  upon  the  nation  or  upon 
this  city,  in  this  connection,  not  that  I  attach 
much  weight  to  it,  I  ask  this  question:  sup- 
pose it  shall  occur  from  any  cause  that  the 
drawback  shall  never  be  claimed  ;  suppose  that 
the  persons  who  are  contemplated  as  the  ben- 
eficiaries of  this  bill,  or  the  city,  shall  never 
ask  for  the  drawback,  then  would  this  bill  be 
unconstitutional  ?  Would  the  Constitution  be 
violated?  You  have  got  the  money  into  the 
Treasury ;  the  persons  have  paid  upon  these 
articles  just  precisely  as  if  there  had  been  no 
fire;  those  who  suffered  and  those  who  did 
not  suffer  fare  alike;  the  rule  of  uniformity  is 
not  destroyed  thus  far,  and  if  the  drawback  is 
never  claimed,  no  one  will  pretend  that  the 
Constitution  is  violated. 

Now,  I  ask  you  if  it  is  just  or  right  in  the 
consideration  of  a  constitutional  question, 
where  you  are  looking  to  the  powers  of  the 
Government  and  looking  to  the  very  language 
of  the  instrument,  that  these  duties  shall  be 
uniform,  when  the  duties  are  uniform  and  col- 
lected upon  a  uniform  scale,  wifl  it  do  to  argue 
that  by  possibility  something  may  occur  in  the 
future  that  would  disturb  that  uniformity,  and 
therefore  the  Constitution  is  violated  ? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  When  that  something 
is  authorized  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  When  that  something  is 
authorized  by  the  bill ;  but  I  will  come  to  that 
in  a  moment. 

But  again,  Mr.  President,  let  me  ask  ^his 
question:  suppose  we  could  estimate  in  ad- 
vance, either  from  estimates  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  or  by  doing  it  in  any  other  way, 
the  aggregate  revenue  to  the  Government 
upon  the  articles  that  are  contemplated  by 
this  bill,  and  we  should  conclude  that  there 
would  be  three  hundred  or  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars;  having  made  this 
estimate,  and  arrived  at  a  conclusion  that  is 
satisfactory  to  the  minds  of  Senators  here,  I 
ask,  could  we  provide  in  this  bill  that  this 
$360,000  collected  in  the  city  of  Chicago  and 
coming  here  should  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  the  city  to  be  distributed  among  its  citi- 
zens? Could  you  do  that?  You  cannot  do 
it,  because  you  do  it  in  advance,  before  you 
have  got  the  money.  Or  suppose,  instead  of 
saying  that  all  the  money  thus  collected  shall 
be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city  and  dis- 
tributed among  its  citizens,  you  provide  that 
a  portion  of  it,  three  fourths  of  it,  for  instance, 
shall  go  into  the  treasury  of  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago, could  you  do  that?  If  you  can  provide 
that  an  aggregate  sum  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  may  be  paid  out  of  ihe 
Treasurv  of  the  United  States  to  the  sufferers 
there,  then  I  ask  you,  so  far  as  the  constitu- 
tional question  is  concerned,  if  you  have  not 
got  the  same  power  to  provide  that  the  s]>ecifie 


money  collected  by  imports  shall  go  to  the 
people  of  Chicago?    Can  you  not  do  it? 

Remember,  Mr.  President,  I  am  not  talking 
of  this  as  a  matter  of  discretion,  but  a  ques- 
tion of  power.  Have  we,  as  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  by  and  under  this  Consti- 
tution, the  power  to  do  the  thing?  Not 
whether  it  is  right;  for  that  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  at  present.  If  you  have  the  power 
to  provide  that  half  a  millioiT  shall  be  paid  to 
these  people  after  this  bill  has  been  passed, 
then  I  say  that  upon  every  principle  of  logic 
and  reason  you  have  the  power  to  provide 
that  that  sum  shall  be  paid  to  them  in  advance. 
If  a  distinction  can  be  shown,  looking  at  this 
now  as  a  question  of  power,  and  remembering 
all  the  time  that  we  are  to  brush  aside  tech- 
nicalities and  come  down  to  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  instrnment,  and  looking  to  the 
powers  that  we  possess  under  it,  I  should  like 
to  see  how  it  can  be  made. 

But  that  is  not  all.  I  might  enter  that  argu- 
ment, and  make  the  suggestion  in  the  same 
connection  that  if  yoo  could  provide  that  it 
should  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  city  and 
distributed,  you  could  certainly,  as  far  as  the 
question  of  power  is  concerned,  provide  that 
it  should  be  paid  directly  to  the  city. 

But  again,  suppose  the  articles  imported 
and  the  duties  paid,  but  before  they  are  sold 
by  the  importer  all  were  destroyed  by  fire,  or 
by  earthquake,  or  by  a  tornado,  is  there  any 
question  as  to  the  power  of  Congress  to  refund 
or  remit  those  duties?  We  do  that  almost 
every  day,  and  no  one  it  found  to  question 
the  power  of  Congress  in  the  case  supposed. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  Chicago  imported 
millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  property  and 
put  it  into  the  buildings  that  have  been  de- 
stroyed by  this  fire.  Chicago,  in  importing 
those  articles  and  putting  them  into  the  build- 
ings thus  destroyed  by  fire,  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  in  the  way  of 
duties  millions  of  money.  The  buildings  that 
were  thus  erected,  instead  of  being  destroyed 
the  next  day,  (if  you  can  imagine  now  that  all 
these  buildings  were  put  up  in  one'day  and  the 
next  day  all  destroyed,)  were  destroyed  sub- 
sequently. I  am  sure  there  is  no  person  here, 
so.  far  as  the  question  of  power  is  concerned, 
or  of  discretion,  for  that  matter,  but  what 
would  sav  that  if  you  can  relieve  as  against 
this  article  or  that  article  which  has  been  de- 
stroyed after  the  duty  is  paid  and  before  it 
has  been  sold  and  gone  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  importers,  you  would  not  relieve  in  the 
case  I  have  supposed  where  the  entire  build- 
ings were  destroyed  the  next  day  after  their 
erection. 

Now,  remember  that  the  Goyernment  has 
already  received  into  its  exchequer  the  money 
derived  from  the  importation  of  the  articles 
that  went  into  the  buildings  which  were  de- 
stroyed by  this  fire.  The  Qovernment  has  the 
money.  Now  comes  this  great  calamity  and 
sweeps  this  property  out  of  existence.  It  is 
gone;  not  the  next  day  after  the  buildings 
were  erected;  it  may  be  in  some  instiinces 
tha  next  week,  in  others  the  next  month,  in 
others  the  next  year,  and  others  still  perhap^ 
years  afterward ;  there  is  the  great  and  gen- 
eral suffering,  the  very  life  of  the  city  is  de- 
stroyed, as  it  were ;  this  property  is  taken  from 
them,  and  it  is  asked  of  Congress  that  you 
shall  provide  a  drawback,  and  it  is  said  you 
have  not  eot  the  power  to  do  it,  though  yea 
have,  as  I  have  ■  suggested,  got  thcf  money  in 
the  Treasury.  Now,  when  it  is  proposed  to 
rebuild  the  city,  what  is  the  assistance  or  aid 
that  is  asked?  That  the  Government  instead 
of  saying,  '^  We  will  twice  get  this  money  into 
our  Treasury,  the  second  time  in  ppite  of  your 
misfortune  by  this  great  calamity,''  shall  sur- 
render the  right  to  receive  the  duties  the  sec- 
ond time;  and  it  is  said  that  there  is  no  power 
to  do  it  under  the  Constitution.  And  yet  you 
have  got  the  clear  power — that  is  conceded 
and  acted   upon   here   every   day — ^to  remit 
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duties  on  whitky  or  tobacco,  or  anything  else 
that  may  be  in  bonded  warehouses,  or  on  which 
no  duties  have  been  paid.  Does  it  make  any 
difference,  so  far  as  the  qaestion  of  principle 
is  coucerned  and  the  question  of  power  goes, 
whether  the  destruction  was  one  day  or  one 
year  after  the  articles  were  imported?  I  con- 
fess that  I  cannot  perceive  the  distinction, 
looking  at  it  now  as  a  question  of  power  and 
not  one  of  discretion. 

I  am  very  sure,  Mr.  President,  if  I  should  go 
outside  of  the  question  of  power  and  look  upon 
it  as  a  matter  of  discretion,  that  if  it  is  proper 
and  right  to  remit  these  duties  upon  whisky 
and  tobacco,  as  we  do  every  day,  then  there  is 
a  higher  morality  and  greater  justice,  and  I 
maintain  as  foil  constitutional  warrant  for 
doing  the  one  as  the  other. 

But,  sir,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  this  is  not  a  local  loss  alone ;  I  desire  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  is  a  national 
loss;  one  affecting  the  wealth,  the  prosperity, 
and  the  strength  of  the  entire  nation.  I  ad- 
verted to  that  awhile  ago,  and  I  wish  to  refer 
to  it  again.  I  think  that  the  difficulty  in  the 
argument  on  the  other  side  is  found  in  the  fact 
that  they  take  too  narrow  a  view  of  the  real 
question  before  the  Senate.  I  feel  assured 
that  if  we  could  come  to  look  at  it  in  its  broader 
and  higher  and  better  sense,  we  would  have 
less  difficulty  in  reaching  a  conclusion.  I  say 
that  this  question  is  not  a  local  one,  but  one 
that  affects  the  whole  nation,  affects  itv  wealth, 
strength,  and  prosperity.  It  is  felt  not  alone 
in  Chicago  or  Illinois,  but  this  loss  is  felt  in 
Iowa  and  Maine  alike,  in  California  and  Texas 
alike. 

That  being  so,  when  a  great  city  with  its 
millions  of  capital,  with  its  busy  trade,  with 
its  ability  to  add  to  the  revenues  of  the  coun- 
try in  its  condition  before  the  fire,  is  swept 
away  by  such  a  conflagration  as  this,  w^  should 
deal  with  it  as  a  national  question  and  as  a 
national  loss,  and  we  should  come  to  its  con- 
sideration in  no  narrow  spirit,  in  no  sectional 
spirit,  but  in  the  broadest  and  most  cathofic 
feeling.  The  question  is,  what  can  we  do  to 
revive  its  trade?  Not,  I  submit,  what  can  we 
do  to  benefit  A  or  B,  but  what  can  we  do  to 
revive  its  trade?  What  can  we  do  to  rebuild 
its  manufactories,  to  again  place  it  in  a  con- 
dition to  assist  in  replenishing  our  Treasury 
by  the  payment  of  taxes  and  dniies? 

Mr.  Fresident,  Chicago  rebuilt,  and  in  a  very 
few  years  we  shall  have  returned  to  us  every 
dollar  of  money  that  is  taken  from  the  Treas- 
ury under  this  bill ;  Chicago  left  in  ruins,  and 
we  can  have  but  little  hope  that  we  shall 
receive  those  benefits.  I  therefore  esteem 
this  as  a  question  national  in  its  character, 
and  it  is  important  for  us  to  determine  what 
is  proper  and  best  in  view  of  the  revenues 
of  the  GoTemment.  Can  we  afford  to  say 
that  we  will  give  either  directly  to  Chicago 
$600,000  or  provide  in  advance  that  under 
certain  regulations  she  shall  have  a  drawback 
on  certain  articles  imported  by  her?  By  doing 
this,  shall  we  benefit  the  Treasury  more  than 
by  leaving  Chicago  in  ruins?  1  think  that  is 
the  real  question.  I  do  not  care  whether  there 
are  any  nabobs  there  or  not.  I  do  not  care 
whether  every  man  in  that  city  is  poor  or 
rich.  The  question  is,  what  is  best  for  the 
interests  of  the  country  and  its  revenues ;  and 
it  is  upon  that  ground  that  I  put  this  measure 
finally.  I  repeat,  the  question  is  what  is  best 
for  the  revenues  of  the  Government,  and  not 
whether  we  shall  benefit  one  man  more  than 
he  ought  to  be  benefited  in  Chicago  or  any- 
where else. 

There  are  other  matters  to  which  I  should 
like  to  refer,  but  will  not  take  up  the  time  to 
do  so.  I  wish  to  say  one  word,  however,  so 
&r  as  the  matter  of  precedent  is  concerned. 
It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  in  the  case  of  the 
Portland  fire  this  question  of  constitutionality 
was  not  raised.  If  it  be  said  that  it  was  not 
raised  then  because  it  was  not  thought  of,  I 
say  it  is  certainly  very  clear  it  could  not  have  I 


been  very  much  in  the  way.  If  it  is  said  it 
was  thought  of  and  not  raised,  then  I  say  the 
argument  is  equally  strong  against  those  who 
make  the  objection. 

Then,  so  far  as  the  fear  of  this  bill  as  a  pre- 
cedent is  concerned,  I  have  this  to  say :  it  is 
unlike  cases  that  are  determined  in  courts 
where  rights  of  property  may  depend  &nd  per- 
sons may  have  acquired  titles  upon  the  strength 
of  decisions,  where  there  seems  to  be  and  there 
is  very  great  force  and  propriety  in  the  posi- 
tion that  there  should  be  no  change  in  them 
except  for  the  most  cogent  reasons  ;  but  no 
such  reason  as  that  applies  here.  We  have 
this  matter  in  our  own  hands.  As  the  senior 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  said  during  the 
first  discussion  upon  this  bill,  we  have  had  but 
one  Chicago  and  but  one  Chicago  fire.  When 
yon  find  another  case  like  this,  or  one  approx- 
imating to  it,  let  the  great  heart  of  the  nation 
go  out,  as  it  has  in  this  case,  all  over  this  land 
in  relief,  and  let  the  heart  of  the  country, 
through  its  representatives,  relieve  the  suffer- 
ing also  ;  butno  one  will  claim  by  analogy  to  a 
case  pending  in  court  that  because  we  relieve 
Chicago  we  should  fear  that  others  may  be 
benefited  also. 

Mr.  President,  I  may  say  to  you  rn  conclu- 
sion that  1  have  bad  letters  from  homp  insist- 
ing that  I  should  vote  both  ways  on  this  ques- 
tion. Those  insisting  that  I  should  vote  against 
the  bill  have  claimed  that  it  is  in  principle  a 
departure  from  what  they  regard  to  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  in  the  way  of  protection  of  the 
industries  of^the  country.  I  do  not  so  regard 
it.  I  regard  everv  dollar  that  is  thrown  into 
Chicago  by  my  help  or  assistance  to  rebuild 
her  manufactories,  to  start  anew  her  spindles, 
to  open  her  shops — every  dollar  thus  thrown 
in  and  every  shop  thus  opened  helps  and  assists 
to  develop  the  industries  of  the  nation  ;  and  it 
is  for  that  reason,  among  others,  that  I  pro- 
pose to  vote  for  this  bill. 

I  have  thns  very  hurriedly,  and  I  know  very 
imperfectly,  stated  the  reasons  that  influence 
m^  action  in  this  case.  I  repeat  that  I  trust 
this  bill  will  be  passed  just  as  it  is  reported. 
I  hope  we  shall  have  no  further  amendments 
made  to  it.  If  it  be  obnoxious  to  the  charges 
made  against  it,  let  it  be  defeated  ;  if  not,  let 
the  friends  of  the  bill  have  it  as  they  propose  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  from 
Iowa  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  before 
he  takes  his  seat? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  him  whether  in 
his  opinion  a  bill  which  should  provide  that 
all  articles  imported  into  Wisconsin  and  used 
there  for  the  next  twenty -five  years  should  have 
a  rebate  or  a  drawback  of  the  duties  paid  would 
be  a  constitutional  bill :  in  other  words,  whether 
he  thinks  there  is  any  distinction  between  mak- 
ing such  a  provision  for  five  States  or  one  State, 
or  making  it  for  a  small  territory  within  one 
State? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Under  the  same  circum- 
stances, not  at  all.  It  does  not  affect  the 
frinciple.  I  stand  upon  the  principle  which 
hsve  attempted  very  imperfectly  to  state.  I 
say  it  would  not  make  any  difference  under 
the  same  circumstances. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  And  that,  of  course, 
would  not  interfere  with  the  uniformity  of  the 
law  for  collecting  duties  throughout  the  United 
States  1 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  MoR- 
RiLL|  of  Maine,  in  the  chair.)  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill.] 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  merely  wish  to  say  one 
word  in  reference  to  these  amendments.  I 
do  not  wish  to  continue  the  debate  on  the 
bill.  I  simply  desire  to  say  to  the  Senate 
that  the  principle  of  the  bill  is  not  changed 
by  this  amendment  at  all,  and  I  hope,  if  the 
Senate  intend  to  giye  us  the  bill,  they  will 
give  it  to  us  as  reported  by  the  committee 
without  amendment.  That  is  all  I  wish  to 
say. 


Mr.  CONKLING.  I  should  like  to  inqniro, 
if  the  bill  should  be  passed  as  reported  by 
the  committee,  it  will  still  go  back  to  the 
House,  will  it  not? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
thony in  ibe  chair.)  It  will  go  back  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  with  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  In  either  event,  whether 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
be  adopted  or  not? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    It  wilh 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  1  understand  that  the 
whole  bill  now  is  a  substitute. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  whole  bill  is  a  substi- 
tute, and  it  will  have  to  go  back  to  the  House 
to  be  concurred  in,  iua^y  event. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator firom  New  York,  however,  th^t  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  ou 
Finance  is  of  such  a  character  as  not  to  change 
the  general  features  of  the  bill,  and  such  as 
the  friends  of  the  bill  concur  in,  and  therefore 
in  returning  the  bill  to  the  House  there  will 
not  probably  be  any  trouble  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  I  do  not 
propose  to  discuss  the  constitutional  point  in 
connection  with  this  bill.  I  consider  that  that 
is  forever  set  at  rest.  If  not  one  word  had 
been  said  upon  it  except  the  response  of  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  to  the'questiou  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin,  it  would  have  settled 
that  constitutional  point  in  the  mind  of  every 
candid  man,  admitting  that  he  was  correct. 
Therefore  I  shall  not  allude  particularly  to  the 
unconstitutional  features  in  this  bill.  I  con- 
sider it  unconstitutional  from  beginning  to 
end.  But  I  propose  to  speak  of  it  upon  its 
wrongfulness.  It  is  wrong — wrong  in  prin- 
ciple and  wrong  in  practice. 

I  do  not  wish  to  repeat  myself,  or  to  dwell 
upon  points  that  I  made  in  the  discussion  of 
this  snbjtfCt  heretofore,  bat  I  do  desire  to  take 
a  very  brief  review  of  the  situation.  Here  was 
a  great  conflagration,  the  greatest  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  There  has  been  nothing 
to  compare  with  it.  A  goodly  portion  of  Chi- 
cago was  laid  in  ashes.  But,  sir,  at  the  very 
self-same  time,  and  during  the  very  self-same 
conflagration  a  much  larger  part  of  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent 
was  likewise  laid  in  ashes.  In  point  of  actual 
money  loss  the  people  in  the  northern  regions 
of  Michigan  suffered  more  per  capita  and  per 
dollar  in  wealth  than  did  the  citizens  of  Chi- 
cago, and  at  the  same  time  in  actual  loss  of 
life  and  human  suffering  they  suffered  infinitely 
more  than  did  the  citizens  of  Chicago.  As  I 
stated  the  other  day,  in  two  counties  in  Mich- 
igan where  therd  were  seventeen  hundred 
dwelling  houses,  sixteen  hundred  and  twentv- 
four  were  utterly  consumed,  and  the  whole 
population,  with  the  exception  of  those  resid- 
ing in  the  seventy-six  houses  left  standing, 
were  houseless,  homeless,  and  foodless.  Every 
living  thing  was  destroyed ;  every  animal,  the 
birds,  and  the  wild  beasts.  It  was  one  revel 
of  fire,  and  that  over  millions  of  acres. 

Sir,  we  have  had  Chicago  '*  on  her  knees  in 
ashes''  before  us,  and  I  nave  no  remarks  to 
make  upon  that;  but  I  do  wish  to  say  that 
where  Chicago  has  one  single  acre  of  ashes, 
the  State  of  Michigan  to-day  has  a  thousand 
acres  in  ashes  as  desolate  as  is  Chicago. 
Michigan  alone,  and  that  a  very  small  portion 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  suffered  a  loss 
exceeding  twenty  million  dollars  by  tbat 
terrible  conflagration.  Whole  villages  were 
wiped  out  as  with  the  besom  of  destruction. 
Mills,  dwelling-houses,  machinery,  lumber, 
everything  tbat  the  hand  of  man  had  created 
was  wiped  out  as  in  a  moment.  But,  sir,  the 
flames  did  not  stup  there.  They  then  swept 
over  millions  upon  millions  of  the  fittest  timber 
land  on  earth,  and  destroyed  all  the  trees  upon 
those  lands. 

The  parties  living  in  these  lumber  woods, 
who  lost  pro  rata  a  greater  amount  of  money 
than  did  any  class  in  Chicago,  are  called  upon 
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for  what?  I  bold  in  my  band  nameroua  pro- 
tests, not  only  from  Michigan,  althoash  I  have 
several  from  Michigan,  but  from  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  Cincinnati,  from  Boston  in  Massa- 
chusetts, from  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Milwau- 
kee in  Wisconsin,  from  Missouri,  from  Illi- 
nois; from  all  parts  of  this  Uniftn  against  this 
ffreat  wrong.  I  will  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
last  protest  received  by  me  with  the  names 
attached  to  the  paper,  representing  something 
over  one  hundred  millions  of  the  manufacture 
of  lumber. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Saginaw,  Mighioak,  March  13. 1872. 

DiAB  Sib  :  We  notice  by  the  papers  of  yoBterday 
your  motion  before  the  Senate  to  refer  the  Chi- 
oago  relief  bill  back  to  a  committee  in  order  to 
give  the  delegation  of  lumbermen  representing  the 
interests  of  this  State  an  opportunity  to-  present 
their  grievances  against  the  Chicago  relief  bill. 
We  wish  to  explain  the  reason  why  the  committee 
appointed  to  go  on  to  Washington  have  been  de- 
layed. 

First,  the  bill  was  reported  back  to  the  Senate  by 
the  committee  j  consequently  we  could  not  be  heard. 

Secondly,  it  u  a  season  ot  the  year  when  all  our 
lumbermen  are  getting  ready  to  run  their  logs  out 
of  the  small  streams  into  the  main  rivers.  We  have 
had  very  little  rain  or  snow  in  comparison  to  pre- 
vious years;  the  waters  in  all  the  streams  are  very 
low,  and  fears  are  entertained  of  the  lo^  not  oom- 
.ingoutin  consequence,  which  is  of  great  importance 
Jnst  at  present  to  our  lumber  interests. 

Wo  wish  to  say  to  you  and  Messrs.  Fbrrt  and 
Carpsntbb,  of  Wisconsin,  that  you  must  not  suiter 
that  relief  bill  to  pass  Congress,  as  it  would  be  a 
great  injustice  to  Wisconsin  and  Michigan.  If  it 
passes,  these  two  States  are  the  only  ones  that  will 
oontribute  to  the  relief  of  Chicago  in  the  way  of 
lumber ;  and  if  the  bill  is  in  any  way  likely  to  pass, 
we  wish  to  have  you  make  a  proposition  to  Con- 
gress, namely,  that  we  had  much  rather,  and  we 
will,  agree  to  furnish  to  those  sufferers  in  the  Chi- 
cago fire  who  are  too  poor  and  unuble  to  rebuild 
what  lumber  they  may  require,  provided  the  Chi- 
cago relief  committee,  or  any  other  responsible 
parties,  will  furnish  names  and  bills  of  those  who  are 
worthy  to  be  relieved,  rather  than  to  have  the  bill 
pass  Congress,  as  it  will  open  a  way  for  fraud  and 

f blunder,  and  will  also  open  a  door  for  Canada  to  let 
umber  into  the  States  free  of  dutpr  hereafter.  You 
can  readily  see  the  iigustice  of  furnishlDg  a  mar- 
ket for  her  lumber  who  has  paid  nothiog  to  support 
our  Government  during  the  struggle  to  maintain  the 
Union.  They  rendered'us  no  itssistance  whatever, 
neither  had  we  their  sympathy,  which  was  wholly 
given  to  the  southern  States. 

And  furthermore,  while  Chicago  has  suffered 
largely  by  the  fire  last  fall,  we,  the  lumbermen  of 
Michigan,  have  had  our  pine  timber  burned  over, 
and  our  losses  have  been  large,  and  it  is  a  question 
with  ua  whether  we  are  not  as  great  sufferers  as  par- 
ties in  Chicago  asking  for  relief.  They  can  by  their 
untiring  enterprise  (for  which  they  are  so  much 
noted)  rebuild  their  city  in  a  short  time,  but  we  can- 
not expect  to  reinstate  the  growth  of  our  pine  trees 
in  our  day  and  generation;  so  we  can  with  as  much 

{>rupriety  ask  of  Congress  to  make  an  appropriation 
or  us  as  sufferers 

Wc  are  opposed  to  this  bill  on  general  principles 
as  well  as  opposed  to  Congress  making  up  similar 
losses  in  any  manner,  yet  as  a  last  resort,  and  as  a 
much  less  objectionable  measure,  whatever  you 
must  do  for  Chicago  sufferers,  let  it  be  direct  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  whole  country,  and  not  on 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin  alone,  in  supplying  lumber, 
or  in  other  words  letting  Canaida  send  her  lumber 
free  of  duty  to  rebuild  Chicago  at  the  expense  of 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin. 

Now,  sir.  if  this  bill  is  referred  back  to  the  com- 
mittee, and  you  think  it  necessary  for  us  to  be  heard 
before  tbat  committee,  pleaae  let  us  know  and  we 
will  be  on  band. 
Yours,  respectfully. 

NBWILL  BARNARD, 

D.  H.  JEROME  Sc  Bk6TU£R, 

D.  11.  EASTMAN, 

A.  W.WRIGUT, 

J.  U.  PEARSON.  Ohieaffo. 

C.  K,  EDBLY, 

CHARLES  W.  GRANT. 

SEARS  A  HOLLAND, 

W.  R.  BURT  &  CO., 

J.F.BUxNHY, 

S.  COLEMAN. 
Hon.  Zack.  Chanoleb,  Waihingtan^  D,  C, 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Those  gentlemen  were 
here,  as  1  stated  to  the  Senate,  nearly  or  quite 
two  week-',  waiting  to  be  heard  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance.  Tbat  privilege  was  not 
awarded  them,  as  the  bill  was  not  recommitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  They  would 
have  been  glad  to  be  heard,  but  I  do  not  ask 
it  at  the  present  moment.  They  set  forth 
their  grievaoces  in  plain,  intelligible  language. 

But,  sir,  1  desire  to  have  another  protest 
rftad  from  Burlington,  in  Iowa.  It  will  bo 
seen  that  the  opposition  to  this  measure  is  not 
confined  tp  Michigan  alone,  but,  as  I  said 


before,  the  Boards  of  Trade  and  the  represent- 
atives of  business  interests  all  over  the  conn- 
try  are  making  themselves  heard  in  solemn 
protest  before  this  body  against  the  passage 
of  this  bill.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  a  protest 
from  a  very  intelligent  source  in  the  State  of 
Iowa. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

BuBLiNOTON,  Iowa,  MartK  9, 1872. 

Dbab  Sib:  I  have  not  the  honor  of  being  known 
to  you,  although  I  remember  with  pleasure  an  ooca* 
sion  of  meeting  you  many  years  ago  in  Detroit,  at 
the  house  of  my  brother-in-law.  Rev.  Dr.  Eldridge. 
But  knowing  your  great  influenee  in  thd  Senate  and 
oountry,  and  love  of  fairness  and  justice  in  legisla' 
tion,  I  venture  to  address  you  with  a  few  sugges- 
tions as  to  the  application  of  Chicago  rich  real 
estate  men  and  speculators  to  Congress  for  a  rebate 
of  all  duties  on  imported  building  materials  used  to 
rebuild  their  burnt  district. 

I  know,  of  course,  that  vou  are  opposed  to  the 
measure,  but  have  not   observed   the  particular 

grounds  upon  which  you  place  your  opposition.  I 
ave  noticed  that  Senator  Fbrby  opposes  the  Chi- 
cago relief  bill  mainljr  for  the  reason  that  the  sue- 
eess  of  it  would  be  a  direct  blow  against  the  lum- 
bering interest,  which  is  true  and  valid:  but  there 
are  numberless  other  reasons  why  the  bill  should 
not  pass.  Some  of  them  I  will  name.  It  is  a  direct 
blow  against  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  every 
other  western  city,  because,  giving  Chicago  the  ad- 
vantages asked  for,  that  city  would  be  the  place  to 
invest  in  buildings,  and  would  to  a  f  reat  extent 
drain  other  wetflern  cities  of  buildmg  capital, 
mechanics,  and  laborers. 

Many  even  in  Chicago  were  at  first  opposed  to  the 
measure  because  of  its  injustice,  but  the  greater  por- 
tion of  such  were  speedily  forced  into  acquiesoenee 
by  a  few  wealthy  and  influential  men. 

Nobody  would  object  much  to  tbe  Government 
making  an  appropriation  in  moueyto  be  judiciously 
distributed  in  aid  of  the  suffering  poor  and  home- 
less. But  this  enterprise  is  not  intended  to  benefit 
the  poor,  who  are  not  thought  of  by  the  applicants, 
but  to  increase  ibeir  enormous  wealth  to  the  detri- 
ment of  other  western  cities. 

Three  quarters  of  the  buildings  burned  were  sham 
wooden  tenements,  mostly  owned  by  rich  landlords, 
to  whom  their  destruction  is  a  iiositive  gain  by  the 
enhancement  of  the  value  of  the  groundcovered  by 
them. 

The  total  loss  by  the  fire,  as  estimated  by  Chicago 
men,  was  S19U.000.000,  of  which  insurance  companies 
pay  $90,000,000.  01  the  balance  one  half  has  to  be 
borne  by  eastern  /ind  other  creditors,  and  the  in- 
creased value  of  land  by  being  cleared  of  nuisances, 
and  the  large,  generous  contributions  from  all  this 
country  and  nearly  all  the  world  will  make  up  a 
large  portion  of  the  balance,  so  that  Chicago  really 
suffers  but  a  very  small  percentage  of  the  losses. 

Nature  and  fortunate  circumstances  made  Chicago 
a  large  city,  and  the  same  will  soon  rebuild  the 
burnt  district  without  unjust  aid  from  the  national 
Legislature. 

Tbe  various  railroads  which  center  there  (not 
buiitor  in  any  way  aided  in  their  construction  by 
Chicago  men)  all  discriminate  in  their  tariffs  in 
favor  of  Chicago  and  against  other  cities  which 
have  largely  contributed  in  buildiog  the  roads, 
which  alonf  benefits  that  city  millions  of  dollars 
yearly,  also  directly  to  the  disadvantage  of  other 
western  cities. 

I  will  not  weary  your  patience  any  further,  only 
to  say  that  every  reflecting  man  will  regard  this 
Chicago  enterprise  with  honest  indignation. 

I  have  expressed  some  of  my  views  upon  this  sub- 
ject te  several  other  members  of  Congress. 

Trusting  that  the  enterprise  will  be  defeated,  I 
subscribe  myself,  your  very  obedieot  and  humble 

"^^'^^^^'^  THOMAS  HEDGE. 

Hon.  Zachariah  Chandlsb. 

United  StaU»  Senatt,  WaBhinaton,  D.  G. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  That  letter  seta  forth 
a  fact  to  which  I  w'sh  to  call  the  atteution  of 
the  Senate.  A  very  large  portion  of  the 
ground  burned  over  in  Chicago  was  covered, 
as  that  letter  states,  by  shanties,  where  the 
ground  was  mostly  upon  ground  rent,  but  im- 
mediately after  the  fire,  after  this  vast  amount 
of  combustible  material  had  been  destroyed, 
the  cit^  government  of  Cliicago  spread  the 
fire  limits  over  the  whole  of  this  region.  Hence, 
every  poor  man  who  owned  a  house  in  that 
district  was  absolutely  prohibited  from  putting 
up  his  cheap  structure. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  Senator,  lam  sure,  will 
allow  me  to  correct  him.  1  know  he  does  not 
wish  to  misstate  the  facts. 

Mr.  CHANDLKU.     Certainly  not. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  fire  limits  extend  over 
the  south  bide  and  only  a  portion  of  the  north 
side,  tbo  portion  of  the  city  the  Senator  speaks 
of  where  the  shanties  were.  I  do  not  thiuk 
they  could  properly  be  called  shanties.  They 
were  plain  frame  houses,  lived  in  by  Germans, 
and  in  nearly  every  instance  the  man  owned 


the  property  himself.    That  was  ia  what  was 

called  the  north  side,  the  busineM  side  of  the 
town  being  the  south  side,  where  the  Taloable 
buildings  belonging  to  wealthy  men  were 
located.  There  the  fire  limita  extend,  and 
only  to  a  small  portion  of  the  north  side.  The 
portion  of  the  city,  therefore,  that  ihe  Senator 
speaks  of  is  not  embraced  in  the  fire  limita.  I 
know  the  Senator  does  not  wish  to  misstate 
the  facto.  What  I  have  said  in  regard  to  the 
people  there  is  true.  They  were  Germans 
who  had  erected  cheap  houses,  but  nearly 
every  man  owned  his  own  house  and  lot. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  obtained  my  informa- 
tion from  the  Chicago  papers,  and  from  my 
recollection  of  the  map  of  the  city  it  was  my 
impression  that  the  fire  limits  were  extended 
over  nearly  the  whole  of  that  burnt  diatrict. 

Mr.  LOGAN.    Oh,  no. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     1  sUnd  corrected. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  They  extend  over  the  bnti- 
nesa  portion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  At  any  rate  the  fire 
limits  were  very  largely  extended. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  That  ia  very  trne,  but  not 
over  that  part  of  the  city  where  the  plain 
bnildings  stood. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Bat,  Mr.  President, 
wherever  those  fire  limita  are  extended,  the 
construction  of  cheap  houses,  as  you  are  aware, 
ia  absolutely  prohibited.  A  member  of  the 
Chicago  committee  that  spent  so  much  time 
here  in  trying  to  lobby  this  bill  through  stated 
before  the  Committee  on  Finance  tbat  he  had 
made  a  large  purchase  of  real  estate  at  %^liXi  a 
foot,  which  would  at  that  time  sell  for  $1,200 
a  foot ;  and  another  member  of  tbat  commit- 
tee in  speaking  of  the  importation  of  glass 
said,  **  Why  we  only  use  the  very  best  French 
plate- glass,  sixteen  feet  high  and  eight  feel 
broad."  That  character  of  glass  is  not  much 
used  by  very  poor  people. 

You  have  seen,  sir,  that  every  newspaper 
in  Chicago  has  been  not  only  earnest  in  advo- 
cacy of  this  bill,  but  very  uncomplimentary  to 
those  Senators  who  deemed  it  to  ne  their  duty 
to  oppose  the  bill.  My  colleague  and  myself, 
I  think,  have  come  in.  for  a  fair  amount  of 
Chicago  complimente  during  the  last  six  or 
eight  weeks.  Of  course  we  feel  very  grateful 
to  the  Chicago  Tribune  and  tbe  other  news- 
papers tbat  have  noticed  us  in  such  flattering 
terrost  But,  sir,  th^re  was  absolutely  a  reiga 
of  terror  in  Chicago.  No  man,  no  nuuter  hoir 
much  he  was  opposed  to  it,  dared  to  oppose 
the  Chicago  relief  bill  for  fear  of  tbe  denunci- 
ation of  the  Chicago  press  if  he  attempted  to 
utter  his  honest  sentiments.  These  Chicago 
newspapers  are  very  rich  concerns.  I  believe 
the  Iribune  is  estimated  to  be  worth  one  or 
two  millions.  Others  perhaps  are  equallj 
wealthy.  They  are  the  parties,  they  are  the 
**poor  people^"  who  are  to  be  benefited  by 
this  measure  of  relief  I 

My  colleague  has  offered  a  proposition  here 
which,  if  adopted,  will  be  of  some  benefit  to 
the  poor  people  of  Chicago,  and  both  ray  col- 
league and  myself  will  vote  for  that  measure, 
a  liberal  measure.  He  lakea  the  losa  ia  Port- 
land and  the  estimated  loss  in  Chicago,  and 
proposes  to  make  an  appi oprialion  of  a  round 
sum  a  little  more  than  Portland  received  pn 
raid.  But  if  his  proposition  is  not  considered 
suliicientiy  liberal,  my  colleague  and  myself 
will  vote  for  a  yet  more  liberal  appropriatiout 
but  one  that  shall  extend  to  the  poor  as  well 
at  to  the  rioh. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  situation  of  the  lumber- 
men who  are  stricken  at  by  this  bill?  As  £ 
said  to  you  a  moment  ago,  the  whole  loss  ia 
the  State  of  Michigan  fell  upon  the  lumber 
regions.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  a  dol- 
lar, except  in  the  lumber  regions,  destroyed 
by  these  fires.  My  colleague  will  remember 
that  better  than  L 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.    The  ei^y  of 
Holland  was  burned. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  But  the  great  hums  was 
in  the  lumber  regioui?,  and  almost  the  whole 
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I08R  fell  Upon  these  very  lumbermen,  b  loss  of 
more  than  twenty  millions.  But  their  losses 
did  not  sfop  there.  While  Chicago  has  had  a 
committee  here  of  more  than  thirty,  stopping 
at  the  Arlington  House,  and  arguing  day  after 
day  and  night  after  nif^ht  in  favor  of  this  meas- 
ore  of  relief  to  poor  Chicago,  the  lumbermen 
of  Michigan  were  in  the  woods  building  their 
mills,  putting  up  their  saws,  preparing  to  cut 
their  lumber  that  had  been  destroyed  by  this 
devouring  element.  Our  lumbermen  had  not 
time  to  stay  here.  They  were  too  busy  repair- 
ing their  waste  places  and  recuperating  from 
their  losses.  They  are  not  here  now  begging 
A  boon,  but  they  are  asking  a  simple  act  of 
justice  from  this  body. 

One  member  of  one  of  the  largest  lumber- 
ing firms  in  the  whole  United  States  stated 
before  the  Finance  Committee  that  the  amount 
of  pine  lumber  received  in  Chicago  last  year 
was  about  a  thousand  million  feet ;  I  think 
one  thousaod  and  seventy  million  feet.  He 
stated  that  the  amouut  received  this  year 
would  undoubtedly  reach  two  hundred  and 
fifty  million  feet  above  any  previous  year.  I 
assume  that  that  gentleman  was  correct.  Oar 
estimate  is  that  we  have  put  in  the  past  winter 
over  five  hondred  million  more  feet  than  we 
ever  did  before.  We  were  driven  to  do  it  by 
necessity.  One  of  our  heaviest  lumbermen, 
who  cuts  about  sixty  million  feet  a  year,  told 
roe  he  had  been  compelled  to  pay  forty  five 
dollars  a  month  for  men  in  the  lumber  woods, 
where  a  year  ago  he  only  paid  twenty- five  dol- 
lars, and  that  all  other  expenses  had  been 
equally  large  .in  proportion.  But,  sir,  they 
were  compelled  to  do  it,  or  they  would  lose 
their  lumber.  These  logs,  where  the  life  of 
the  tree  had  been  destroyed,  would  be  at- 
tacked by  the  worm  in  June  next,  and  during 
the  coming  winter  they  would  be  utterly 
worthless  unless  they  were  cut  this  winter 
and  put  into  the  water.  They  have  gone  on 
and  cut  their  dead  timber  and  put  it  mto  the 
water,  and  they  are  now  prepared  to  supply 
luml>er  not  at  the  prices  that  obtained  before 
the  fire,  but  at  much  less  prices  than  they 
sold  at  before  the  fire. 

It  is  well  known  to  yon,  sir,  and  it  is  well 
known  to  every  member  of  this  body  who  is 
at  all  acquainted  with  commercial  affairs,  that 
the  price  of  an  Article  is  controlled  by  the 
excess  of  the  supply  of  that  article  in  the 
market.  If  a  thousand  million  feet  of  lumber, 
whicn  is  the  amount  required  by  Chicago,  were 
delivered  there,  it  would  pass  without  notice ; 
it  woald  go  into  the  consumption,  and  the  de- 
mand and  supply  would  about  equal  each 
other.  But  it  is  likewise  well  known  that 
when  you  throw  one  quarter  more  than  the 
market  demands  upon  that  market,  you  of  ush  i' . 

Now,  what  do  these  Chicago  gentlemen  pro- 
pose? They  know  perfectly  well  that  they  are 
to  receive  two  hundred  and  fifty  million  feet 
more  than  their  market  requires.  They  were 
told  by  the  heaviest  lumbermen  in  their  dele- 
gation that  such  would  be  the  fact.  Now  they 
propose  to  say,  ^*  Not  one  dollar  of  that  lum- 
ber shall  go  into  consumption  in  Chicago :  but 
wewillsay  to  Canada  and  to  all  the  world,  *  Send 
in  your  lumber  upon  this  already  glutted  mar- 
ket, and  we  will  be  able  to  utterly  and  forever 
ruin  these  lumbermen,  who  are  almost  ruined 
already.' "  Sir,  it  will  not  be  the  fifty  or  sixty 
or  seventy  millions  that  Chicago  will  require — 
the  eetioHite  made  was  that  they  would  use 
about  fif\y  million  feet  of  lumber  in  the  recon- 
struction of  Chicago— but  they  say  to  all  Can- 
ada, '^Send  vour lumber  here;"  they  do  not 
say  how  much ;  and  they  will  send  two,  three, 
or  four  hundred  million  feet  right  on  the  top 
of  an  already  glutted  market;*  and  when  it 
gets  there,  it  mast  be  sold  at  any  price  it  will 
bring,  as  every  lumberman  and  every  other 
man  of  sense  knows.  The  object  is  to  glut  an 
already  glutted  market. 

Our  lumbermen  say  to  you  mther  tlian  do 
this  l«vy  this  tax  upon  us,  if  you  choose;  the 
State  or  Miobigao  would  saf  levy  this  rebate 


upon  OB  and  we  will  pay  it.  I  say  it  would  be 
a  gross  injustice  if  you  did  it,  because  you  are 
voting  a  boon,  you  are  voting  a  gratuity,  you 
are  voting  money  out  of  your  Treasuiy,  and 
vou  have  no  right  to  say  to  these  ruined  lum- 
bermen, **  We  will  vote  your  money  and  not  a 
dollar  of  our  own  will  we  contribute.''  It  is 
a  gross  injustice  and  a  gross  outrage  upon  those 
men,  who  have  alreadv  suffered  enough,  to 
force  this  contribution  Irom  them ;  but  rather 
than  pass  this  measure,  lay  it  as  a  tax  of  two 
dollars  a  thousand  upon  lumber  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  and  my  word  for  it,  the  State 
of  Michigan  will  pay  that  tax  to  the  utter- 
most farthing.  I  say  again,  you  would  do  a 
^ross  injustice  to  the  State  of  Michigan  by  so 
doing,  but  you  have  the  power  to  do  it,  and 
we  shall  submit;  but  in  God's  name  do  not 
vote  it  upon  men  who  are  already  ruined  by 
the  same  conflagration  that  destroyed  Chicago. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  very  easy  to  be  liberal 
with  other  people's  money.  It  is  a  very  dif- 
ferent thing  to  put  your  hand  into  your  own 
fiocket  and  take  the  money  out.  It  is  a  very 
iberal  thing  for  the  representatives  of  States 
who  are  not  interested  in  the  slightest  degree  to 
say,  ''  We  will  vote  this  measure  of  relief  and 
coerce  it  from  your  lumbermen  already  ruined;' ' 
but  it  is  a  very  unjust  thing  for  them  to  do. 
Sir,  I  make  this  appeal  for  these  men  who 
have  suffered  more  severely  than  has  Chicago. 
I  make  this  appeal  that  you  shall  at  least  give 
them  the  justice  of  the  same  security  that  they 
have  had  for  many  years.  Do  not  say  to  these 
gentlemen,  '^True,  you  are  ruined;  true,  you 
have  been  compelled  to  cut  nearly  double  the 
amount  of  lumoer  that  you  ever  cot  before, 
and  now  we  will  say  to  all  the  world,  send  in 
your  lumber  and  it  shall  be  sold  for  two  dol- 
lars a  thousand  less  than  you  can  sell  it  for." 
I  ask  you  not  to  do  it.  It  is  an  act  of  gross 
injustice  to  those  Michigan  sufferers ;  an  act 
so  unjust  that  I  trust  this  body  will  reject  it, 
and  reject  it  promptly. 

I  hope  the  amendment  of  my  honorable  col- 
leagoe  will  be  adopted,  that  you  will  strike  out 
the  second  section  of  this  bill  and  substitute 
an  appropriation  of  a  round  sum.  As  the  bill 
stands,  you  do  not  know  whether  you  are 
voting  $1,000,000  or  $50,000,000.  You  say, 
we  will  give  you  such  a  rebate,  and  you  do  not 
know  what  that  will  amount  to.  You  are 
voting  an  appropriation  out  of  your  Treasury, 
as  my  honorable  friend  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Chamber  said  awhile  ago,  without  knowing 
to  whom  it  goes,  how  much  goes,  nor  when  it 
goes — an  indefinite  sum,  nothing  fixed.  Let 
us  fix  the  sum  at  whatever  it  should  be,  whether 
$400,000,  XiT  $600,000,  or  $1,000,000 ;  letit  be 
a  round  sum,  and  there  let  it  stop. 

Besides,  I  look  upon  this  measure  as  the 
worst  precedent  that  was  ever  set  under  this 
or  any  other  Qovernment.  Adopt  this  as  a 
precedent  to  be  followed  in  the  future,  and 
there  will  not  be  a  catastrophe  anywhere  by 
fire  that  you  will  not  be  compelled  to  make 
good.  You  turn  this  great  Government  into 
a  universal  insurauce  company  against  fire  all 
over  the  United  States,  and  you  cannot  help 
yourselves.  If  you  can  vote  this  measure  of 
relief  to  Chicago  you  must  vote  it  to  Peshtigo, 
yon  must  vote  it  to  Manistee,  you  must  vote 
it  to  Holland,  you  must  vote  it  to  every  city 
that  has  suffered  in  similar  degree,  and  finally 
you  must  vote  it  to  every  village  and,  hamlet 
where  a  fire  occurs  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  these  great  United  States.  If  it  is 
decided  that  this  is  to  be  a  precedent  for  ail 
time,  then  I  wish  to  perfect  this  legislation  now 
and  make  it  general  in  its  application,  cover- 
ing all  over  these  United  States,  not  only 
Chicago,  but  every  village,  every  hamlet,  ever^ 
house,  every  barn,  and  every  pig-sty  that  is 
destroyed.  There  is  no  common  sense  in  any- 
thing else.  Let  us  finish  up  the  legislation, 
make  it  general,  and  then  we  shall  have  no 
further  petitions  from  the  people  who  have 
Buffered  by  fire  anywhere  in  the  United  States. 

The  PHESIDING  OFPICEIt,  (Mr.  Pome    | 


ROT  in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  merely 
desire  to  have  a  vote  of  the  Senate  on  that 
amendment.  This  measure,  of  course,  is  to 
be  imbedded  in  our  statutes  as  a  precedent 
for  our  action  hereafter,  and  I  regard  this 
amendment  as  limiting  the  bill ;  and  it  seems 
to  me  an  exceedingly  proper  amendment  to 
be  adopted  if  we  are  to  pass  the  bill.  I  do 
not  desire  to  discuss  it.  I  ask  for  the  yeaS 
and  nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  On  the  main 
question  I  am  paired  with  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Edmunds.]  As  I  do  not  know 
how  he  would  vote  on  this  amendment,  I  shall 
decline  voting.  ^ 

Mr.  NYE.  I  am  situated  somewhat  like  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey..  I  paired  off  on  the 
main  question  with  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  [Mr.  Spraoue.]  I  do  not  know  how 
he  would  vote  on  this  amendment,  and  there- 
fore I  shall  decline  to  vote. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  8,  nays  31 ;  as  follows : 

YE  A&— MeMra.  Alcorn,  Anthony,  Conklinir.Eellv, 
Morrill  of  VermoDt,  Robertson, 3nerman,  ana  Vick- 
ers — 8. 

NAY&— Messrs.  Boreman,  CaldwelK  Carpenter, 
Chandler.  Cooper,  Corbett,  Davis  of  West  Virginia, 
Fenton,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Gilbert,  Goldthwaite, 
Hamilton  of  Texas.  Hamlin.  Hitchcock.  Johnston, 
Kellogg,  Logan.  Morton.  Norwood.  Osborn,  Pom- 
eroy.  Rice.  Saulsbury,  Schurx,  Scott,  Spencer,  Ste- 
venson. Sumner,  Trumbull,  West,  and  Wright— 31. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard,  Blair.  Brown- 
low,  Backingbam.  Cameron,  Casserly,  Clayton,  Cole. 
Cragin,  Dav'ib  of  Kentucky.  Edmunds,  Ferry  of 
Connecticut.  Flanagan.  Frelinghuysen,  Hamilton 
of  Maryland.  Harlan,  Hill,  Howe,  LewiH.  Morrill  of 
Maine,Nye,  Patterson,  Pool,  Pratt.  Ramsey,  Sawyer. 
Sprague.  Stewart,  Stockton,  Thurman,  Tipton.  Wil- 
son, and  Windom— 134. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance.  The  Senator  from  Michigan 
[Mr.  Ferry]  withdrew  hk  amendment  to  the 
amendment  to  allow  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  to  be  offered,  stating 
that  he  desired  to  renew  it  as  soon  as  that 
amendment  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  now  renew 
my  amendment,  and  ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  to  the 

amendment,  which  was  to  strike  out  all  the 

second  section,  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the 

following: 

That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  any 
moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  approprititea, 
under  sneh  regnlations  as  the  Secretary  or  the  Treas- 
ury shall  prescribe,  to  the  owners  of  all  materials 
actually  used  in  buildings  erected  on  the  ground 
burned  over  by  said  fire,  the  sum  of  $400.0u0:  /Vo- 
vided.  Application  therefor  be  made  within  two 
yean  of  the  passage  of  this  aet. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.-  Mr.  President, 
it  will  be  remembered  by  the  Senate  that  when 
this  bill  was  under  consideration  and  discussed 
on  its  original  passage  I  took  occasion  briefly 
to  express  my  views  upon  it,  and  to  state  that 
I,  with  other  Senators,  was  disposed  to  e^t- 
press  my  sympathy  in  some  form  for  the  relief 
of  Chicago.  At  the  same  time  I  very  hesi- 
tatingly supported  the  bill  on  its  first  passage 
because  I  believed  that  it  was  not  the  appro- 
priate method  of  relief.  When  the  consti- 
tutional question  was  raised,  I  did  not  feel 
myself  clear  upon  that  point,  but  allowed  my 
sympathies  to  override  my  judgment. 

Upon  the  reconsideration  of  the  bill  I  ex- 
pressed myself  more  at  length,  and  considered 
the  practical  views  of  the  question,  and  it  is 
more  in  that  respect  that  I  shall  endeavor  to 
direct  the  remarks  I  propose  now  to  submit  to 
the  Senate. 

In  passing,  however,  I  desire  to  thank  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Looak]  for  the 
many  citations  to  which  he  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate,  giving  instance  after  in- 
stance  wher^  the  Oovefnment  had  by  legit* 
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lative  eDftctment  remitted  daties  in  certain 
cases.  If  I  understood  the  theory  implied 
by  those  cases,  I  may  range  them  into  two 
classes:  one  specific,  and  the  other  general. 
There  is  one  pecnliarity  running  through  the 
whole  of  them,  that  in  no  one  instance  cited 
by  the  Senator  does  it  appear  that  there  was 
legislation  for  future  action ;  but  in  every  case 
retrospective ;  in  other  words,  the  acts  of  re- 
lief were  post  factum,  and  not  ante  factum. 
Duties  had  first  been  paid  under  the  existing 
tariff  at  the  time  of  importation  with  no  ex- 
pectation of  remission  of  the  duties,  and  there- 
fore no  special  invitation  to  import  to  compete 
with  home  industry  or  to  disturb  the  regula- 
tions of  trade.  Subsequent  to  such  importa- 
tions the  relief  acts  were  passed.  This  was 
vitally  different  from  the  proposition  now 
pending:  to  invite  by  an  act  future  importations 
for  profit  and  competition. 

I  will  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  and 
of  the  Senator  himself  to  one  case  to  show  in 
that  single  instance  how  clearly  this  is  made. 
The  Senator  cited  the  case  of  an  act  author- 
izing the  remission  of  duties  on  certain  teas 
destroyed  by  fire  while  under  the  care  of  the 
officers  of  the  customs  in  Providence,  Rhode 
Island.  As  it  will  not  detain  the  Senate  long, 
I  will  read  that  act  in  order  the  more  clearly 
to  point  out  the  line  of  demarkation: 

**  Be  it  enacted,  Sc,  That  the  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Providenoe.  in  the  State  of  Rhode  Island, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed  to  re- 
mit the  duties  on  such  part  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
teas  imported  into  the  port  of  Providence,  in  the 
ship  called  the  Resource,  on  the  29tb  day  of  July, 
imi,  by  Thomas  Lloyd  Halsey,  John  Gorlis,  William 
F.  Megee,  and  Henry  Smith,  of  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence, merchants,  and  on  such  part  of  a  certain 
quantity  of  teas,  imported  into  the  said  port,  in  the 
snip  called  the  Ann  and  Hope,  on  the  22d  day  of 
Angast,  in  the  same  year,  by  John  James  CiarK,  of 
the  said  town,  merchant,  as  remained  deposited  to 
secure  the  payment  of  duties,  under  the  care  of  the 
officers  of  the  customs  on  the  21st  day  of  January 
last,  in  the  aforesaid  town  of  Providence,  and  shali 
be  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  said  oollootor,  to 
have  been  burned  and  destroyed." 

The  Senate  will  observe  that  in  this  case 
the  discrimination  is  clearly  made  that  upon 
the  teas  that  were  destroyed  on  which  duties 
had  been  paid,  the  duties  should  be  remitted, 
but  upon  the  teas  of  the  same  lot  that  were 
not  destroyed,  the  duties  were  not  remitted, 
on  the  principle  that  wherever  the  importer 
holding  the  article  imported  has  derived  no 
benefit  or  advantage  whatever  from  it,  and  is 
compelled  by  such  a  calamity  as  fire  to  replen- 
ish by  duplicating  his  goods,  in  that  case  the 
Government  interposed  for  bis  relief  and  pro- 
vided for  the  remission  of  duties. 

By  these  cases  cited,  illustrating  the  princi- 
ples established  by  the  Government,  my  mind 
has  been  led  to  an  amendment  which  I  have 
formulated  and  propose  to  offer  before  this 
bill  is  disposed  of,  providing  for  the  remission 
of  duties  on  goods  destroyed  in  the  hands  of 
merchants  who  received  no  profit  or  advantage 
from  them,  but  .which  were  held  in  store,  and 
upon  which  they  had  paid  duty,  and  which 
were  destroyed  by  the  very  fire  to  which  our 
attention  is  now  directed. 

In  this  connection  I  propose  to  read  an 
extract  from  the  letter  of  a  merchant  of  Chi- 
cago suggesting  that  very  thing.  I  felt  the 
force  of  the  argument  at  the  time  I  read  it.  I 
will  therefore  read  a  brief  extract  from  his 
letter  suggesting  this  very  relief,  and  it  may 
fairly  illustrate  the  principle  which  I  am  try- 
ing to  present  to  the  Senate : 

'*Oar  merchants  are  mostly  tenants.  For  example, 
out  of  about  thirty-six  wholesale  grocers,  about 
three  owned  their  own  premises.  The  dealers  lost 
nearly  everything,  and  had  to  make  the  best  they 
oould  out  of  the  insurance  companies.  Many  were 
not  adequately  insured^  and  many  of  the  companies 
became  insolvent.  This  class  of  sufferers  I  think 
have  the  first  claim  for  consideration  from  the  fact 
that  they  paid  the  duties  and  lost  most  heavily, 
while,  on  the  contrary,  the  landlords  have  their  land 
left  (which  is  the  most  valuable  as  compared  with 
the  buildings)  and  have  had  an  equal  chance  with 
their  tenants  to  obtain  their  insurance.  The  land- 
lords OS  a  class  should  bo  entitled  to  relief  to  the 
extent  of  the  duties  paid  upon  such  articles  as  en- 
tered into  the  construction  of  their  buildings  de- 
stroyed. This  would  plao«  them  upon  the  some  fool- 


ing as  their  tenants,  should  they  ask  for  any  more. 
If  upon  principles  of  public  policy  more  should  be 
granted  to  them,  it  should  not  be  as  an  eouivalent 
tor  the  losses  sustained  by  their  tenants.  I  am  in- 
duced to  make  these  statements  in  consequence  of 
having  seen  the  letter  of  J.  C.  Dore,  which  lout  from 
the  Tribune." 

The  letter  of  J.  C.  Dore  states  in  a  brief 
paragraph  that  not  a  dollar  nnder  this  bill  will 

fo  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
leave  that  to  be  answered  by  the  Senator 
from  West  Virginia,  [Mr.  Boreman.]  who  in 
advocating  the  passage  of  this  bill  yesterday 
declared  that  both  the  bill  and  my  amendment 
were  alike  appropriations  from  the  Treasury, 
and  there  was  no  distinction  between  them  in 
that  respect. 

Now,  sir,  I  call  attention  to  the  fact  stated 
by  this  merchant,  who,  feeling  his  loss,  suffer- 
ing under  it  severely,  advocates  a  relief  bill 
that  should  reach  him  or  the  property  upon 
which  he  had  paid  duties,  and  which  was  all 
swept  away  by  the  fire,  and  even  going  so  far 
as  to  recommend  the  remission  of  the  duties 
on  articles  entering  into  the  construction  of 
buildings  there  npon  which  duties  had  been 
paid.  In  drawing  the  amendment  which  I 
propose  to  offer  in  case  this  amendment  shall 
be  voted  down  I  had  that  in  view,  but  it. 
occurred  to  me  that  it  was  impracticable. 
These  buildings  have  stood  so  long,  it  would 
open  such  a  door  to  fraud,  that  I  would  not 
by  a  formal  amendment  here  be  the  instru- 
ment of  opening  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  to  gross  impositions,  as  would  inevitably 
follow  such  a  proposition.  Therefore  I  shall 
confine  the  amendment  to  the  merchants,  to 
cover  their  losses.  It  was  with  like  design  to 
aid  mercantile  sufferers  that  this  legislation 
cited  was  enacted  by  Congress.  In  the  case 
of  the  other  property  that  was  destroyed  by 
fire,  some  on  steamers,  some  on  docks,  more 
in  bonded  warehouses,  the  intention  was  to 
relieve  those  who  had  derived  no  benefit  what- 
ever by  the  sale  of  goods  upon  which  duties 
had  been  paid. 

Then  there  was  another  general  class  for 
which  legislation  provided.  I  shall  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  by  taking  up 
these  cases  seriatim,  I  wish  that  I  had  the 
time  to  do  so,  but  I  am  not  disposed  to  weary 
the  Senate ;  and  since  I  submitted  some  re- 
marks when  the  bill  was  reconsidered,  I  think 
I  have  shown  no  disposition  to  take  up  time 
that  might  be  otherwise  better  employed.  I 
remember  j;he  case  of  the  act  in  regard  to 
hemp,  referred  to  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
on  which  the  duties  were  to  be  remitted  in  ease 
that  hemp  entered  into  the  making  of  cordage, 
and  that  cordage  was  exported  and  sold  to 
foreign  countries,  thereby  indirectly  fostering 
our  manufactures,  and  at  the  same  time  placing 
them  on  a  par  in  open  markets  abroad  with 
foreign  manufacturers  who  paid  no  duties  npon 
their  manufactured  cordage.  You  will  notice 
that  the  duties  were  to  be  paid  upon  the  hemp 
when  imported ;  but  when  that  special  hemp 
was  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cordage  for 
actual  exportation  the  duties  were  to  be  re- 
mitted, and  that  privilege  and  advanti^e  was 
granted  to  no  individual  merely,  but  generally 
to  such  as  chose  to  embark  in  the  manufacture 
wherever  they  made  cordage  throughout  the 
land. 

The  Senator  alluded  to  the  case  of  the  fish- 
eries and  referred  to  the  Senator  upon  my  right, 
[Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Texas,]  and  said  thatdown 
in  Texas  there  were  no  codfish,  and  therefore 
that  law  applied  only  npon  the  northern  por- 
tion of  the  Atlantic  coast,  and  was  in  conse- 
quence not  of  uniform  application.  Why,  sir, 
that  was  the  fault  of  the  exceptional  fish  and 
not  the  rule  of  uniformity  of  the  law.  If  cod- 
fish were  found  in  the  waters  of  Texas,  and  could 
thrive  in  the  fresh  waters  of  Michigan,  that 
exemption  would  have  applied  to  them  there, 
so  that  the  law  was  general  and  not  excep- 
tional. It  applied  to  all  cured  fish  or  codfish 
wheresoever  found. 

Then  the  Senator  cited  us  to  other  eases  for 


the  remission  of  duties  in  favor  of  colleges  and 
seminaries  of  learning  where  they  imported 
instruments  and  apparatus  that  entered  into 
the  theory  of  education.  Why,  sir,  that  was 
broadcast.  The  college  mieht  be  in  Texas  or 
in  Maine,  in  California  or  Florida,  anywhere 
Any  one  desirous  of  importing  such  instru- 
ments and  using  them  for  collegiate  or  for 
educational  purposes  would  be  entitled  to  the 
re  bate 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Would  it  make  any 
difference,  the  Senator  will  allow  me  to  in- 
<^uire,  if  it  had  been  confined  to  one  institu- 
tion at  one  place? 

Mr.  FEKHY,  of  Michigan.  I  will  answer 
the  Senator  by  saying  that  if  retroactively  it 
applied  to  a  certain  case,  to  a  certain  sem- 
inary, I  say  according  to  the  precedents  cited 
in  this  discussion  it  has  been  the  action  of 
Congress  to  provide  for  such  cases,  but  in  no 
one  have  I  discovered  where  such  a  specific 
law  applied  to  the  fixture. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Would  it  make  anf 
difference  to  the  Senator  if  there  were  such 
laws  applying  to  the  future  in  a  specific  case  7 
Would  it  change  his  view  at  all  ? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  it  would  chango 
my  view  of  the  t^nor  of  cited  cases. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  i  beg  leave  tti 
read  to  him  from  an  act  of  Congress  incorpoi' 
ating  certain  persons  in  the  District  of  Coluai* 
bia  by  the  name  of  the  Washington  Zoologii«l 
Society.     Section  two  of  that  aet  declares : 

*'  That  the  said  society  may  from  time  to  time  im- 
port into  this  country  from  foreign  countries,  free 
of  duty,  all  birds  and  animals  necessary  for  thm 
establishment  of  such  gardens."    • 

That  is  prospective. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  That  is  here  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  under  the  immediate 
supervision  of  Congress,  and  would  cariy  oat 
the  principle  of  the  general  welfare  of  the 
nation.  The  Senator  may  smile ;  but  I  appeal 
to  him  if  his  theory  has  not  been  that  this 
relief  shall  go  to  Chicago  because  the  fire 
there  was  a  national  calamity,  and  therefore 
the  relief  is  a  matter  of  national  importance. 
Here  in  the  Territory  or  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, under  the  then  direct  legislation  of  the 
nation,  it  seems  you  have  provided  for  the  im- 
portation of  birds  and  animals  tor  the  benefit 
of  a  zoological  society.  Such  an  act  may  be 
(Congress  passed  it,  and  I  am  disposed  to  be- 
lieve it  is)  constitutional.  The  Senator  has 
cited  that  case,  which  has  not  appeared  here- 
tofore before  the  Senate  in  the  discussion  of 
this  question,  and  I  do  not  see  that  it  militates 
against  the  uniformity  of  congressional  prac- 
tice. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Does  it  make  any  dif- 
ference to  the  Senator  that  this  society  waa 
located  in  the  District  of  Columbia?  If  it 
does,  I  will,  with  pleasure,  read  to  him  specific 
cases  out  of  the  District. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  The  Senator 
will  have  time  enough  to  do  that  if  he  can.  I 
see  his  desk  is  piled  up  with  books,  and  1  pre- 
sume he  proposes  to  speak  on  this  question  at 
the  close  of  the  debate.  At  that  time  1  shall 
be  happy  to  hear  from  the  senior  Senator  iroD] 
Illinois,  and  meet  any  exception  he  may'  ex- 
hibit ;  but  at  the  present  moment  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  be  diverted  from  the  direction  of  my 
remarks. 

Thus  much,  sir,  upon  the  precedents  that 
have  been  cited  in  support  of  this  measure. 

Now,  sir,  with  a  view  of  meeting  the  theory 
of  this  bill,  I  have  offered  an  amendment  on 
the  basis  of  the  Portland  bill,  providing  an 
appropriation  of  $400,000,  to  be  taken  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  under 
the  same  restrictions  and  direction  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  the  application  of 
this  relief  for  the  sufferers  by  the  fire  at  Chi- 
cago. I  am,  however,  met  not  only  by  Sena- 
tors here,  but  by  the  city  itself,  represented 
through  its  press,  by  the  assertion  that  they 
are  opposed  to  any.  such  proposition  because  it 
is  in  the  form  of  a  charity.     They  are  not 
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mendicanU,  the  Chicago  Tribune  states ;  they 
will  not  receive  anything  in  the  shape  of  '^a 
gift  enterprise/'  heading  their  article  by  that 
term ;  but  what  they  want  is  an  indirect  appro- 
priation,'giving  them  not  merely  $400,000,  bat 
ad  they  expect  as  they  first  stated,  $20,000,000, 
and  as  they  have  since  stated,  $25,000,000. 
Now,  sir,  when  those  on  the  ground,  knowing 
the  necessities  and  making  the  demands  for 
this  rebate,  reveal  to  the  nation  that  their  ob- 
ject is  to  derive  benefit  indirectly  from  twenty 
to  twenty-five  million  dollars  by  large  import- 
ations, it  becomes  my  daty,  as  one  Senator  on 
this  floor,  to  pause  and  consider  whether  lean 
justly  be  instrumental  in  thus  diverting  from 
American  industry,  and  consequently  out  of 

the  accumulations  of  the  nation 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.     Certainly. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Does  tne  Senator  believe  a 
word  of  what  be  is  stating  now,  that  the  bill 
will  take  twenty  or  twenty-five  millions  out  of 
the  Treasury  ? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  answer  the 
Senator  that  I  know  not  what  the  result  may 
be.  If  1  am  asked  whether  I  believe  all  the 
statements  of  the  Chicago  Tribune,  I  say  not, 
and  I  may  have  occasion  to  allude  to  some 
other  things  that  the  Tribune  has  said,  which 
challenges  my  respect  for  the  correctness  of 
all  of  its  statements.  At  all  events,  the  Tri- 
bune has  implied  in  express  terms  that  the 
benefits  of  the  bill,  if  passed,  would  aggregate 
twenty  to  twenty-five  million  dollars. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  a  word  ri^ht  there,  i  have  no  interest  in 
his  contest  with  the  Tribune,  or  with  any  other 
paper.  I  do  not  intend  to  follow  him  with  a 
8peecb,  or  say  anything  further  in  connection 
with  this  bill ;  but  at  this  point  I  should  like 
to  make  a  sugge»iion  to  the  Senator.  He  says 
lie  proposes  an  appropriation  of  $400,000  for 
the  relief  of  the  city  of  Chicago.  That,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  is  for  the  relief  of  those  who 
need  charily.  I  have  said  heretofore,  and  I 
will  state  again,  the  reason  why  this  is  not  de- 
sirable. I  sustain  the  newspapers  of  Chicago 
in  saying  we  do  not  want  that,  for  this  reason : 
the  world  has  exhibited  itself  in  a  charitable 
point  of  view  and  contributed  largely  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor  of  Chicago.  The  poor  peo- 
ple there  who  needed  clothes  and  provisions 
have  been  provided  for.  Chicago,  therefore, 
does  not  ask  any  further  charity.  The  world 
has  given  freely,  and  she  thanks  the  world 
for  it.  Chicago  is  able  now  to  take  care  of 
her  poor  people,  so  far  as  feeding  them  and 
clothing  tnem  is  concerned.  Hence  we  do 
not  want  and  do  not  ask  charity,  and  I  will 
say  that  in  this  shape  we  would  not  accept  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  if  this  bill  does  not 
rest  on  charity,  on  what  ground  does  it  rest? 
Does  Chicago  claim  this^as  a  matter  of  right? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  No,  sir;  as  a  matter  of  jus- 
tice, not  a  matter  of  right. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  she  claims  it  as  a 
matter  of  justice,  then  she  has  a  right  to  iu 
W  hen  did  she  ever  get  a  right  to  this  under 
the  Constiiuiion  of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  We  have  discussed  that 
constitutional  question,  and  I  do  not  care  to 
go  into  it  anv  further.  There  is  a  broad  dis- 
unction,  and  the  Senator  knows  it. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ator will  bear  in  mind  that  1  have  the  floor. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon,  but 
I  hope  he  will  allow  me  to  answer  the  question. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.     Certainly. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  It  seems  very  strange  that 
these  IHtle  advantages  are  taken  all  the  time. 
I  said  Chicago  did  not  want  charity  in  the  way 
in  which  it  was  proposed  to  appropriate  money 
to  relieve  the  distressed,  and  I  say  that  now. 
She  does  not  need  it.  The  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin rises  at  once  and  wants  to  know  what- 
this  is  if  it  is  not  charity.  He  said  yesterday 
It  was  uocoostitotional. 


Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  regard  it  as  uncon- 
stitutional charity. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Very  well.  No  matter  how 
you  regard  it,  I  have  put  it  on  the  ground  that 
It  would  be  a  generous  act  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress to  aid  the  city  of  Chicago  in  its  recon- 
struction or  rebuilding,  the  same  as  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  aids  a  railroad  in 
Its  reconstruction  or  rebuilding,  qr  aids  any- 
thing else  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting  the 
country  and  restoring  again  to  its  original  con- 
dition that  which  has  been  destroyed.  That  is 
the  ground  I  put  this  measure  on,  and  the 
Senator  well  knows  it. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  corroborate 
the  view  taken  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
that  if  this  is  a  question  of  justice  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  with  his  colleague,  has  a  right 
here  to  demand  it  at  the  hands  of  this  Senate 
and  this  Congress. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Not  at  all.  We  have  never 
demanded  it.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  wish  to  explain. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  Certainly.  I 
want  the  Senator  to  understand  that  so  far  as 
sympathy  is  concerned,  and  a  desire  to  aid 
Chicago,  I  am  heartily  with  him. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     Indeed! 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  The  Senator 
has  attempted  to  sneer  in  that  manner  before. 
I  am  willing  to  have  light  from  any  quarter  on 
the  question.  That  is  my  object,  and  for  that 
reason  I  yield  again  to  the  Senator. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any 
necessity  of  Senators  trying  to  be  sharp  be- 
cause gentlemen  here  are  trying  to  explain  all 
they  desire.  I  have  never  indulged  in  any- 
thing of  the  kind  myself.  But  I  was  going  to 
say  to  the  Senator,  as  he  well  knows,  that  an 
act  of  justice  may  not  be  demanded.  You 
have  no  right  to  demand  it^  you  have  a  right 
to  ask  it.  I  say  it  is  an  act  of  justice  for  tnis 
reason:  the  same  thing  has  been  done  for 
others,  and  therefore  it  was  right  to  do  it  for 
us ;  it  is  equally  just  to  do  it  for  Chicago  ;  and 
it  is  on  that  ground  I  have  said  all  the  time 
that  it  is  an  act  of  justice,  but  I  have  never 
demanded  anything  of  this  Senate. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  think  that  in 
the  discussion  in  the  case  of  Portland  it  was 
not  insisted  that  it  was  a  right  or  an  act  of 
justice  in  the  sense  that  it  is  now  considered 
in  support  of  this  bill,  but  that  it  was  more  an 
act  of  charity.  Now,  the  pending  measure  is 
termed  aid,  if  you  please,  or  rather,  in  the 
language  of  the  bill,  a  relief  for  the  city  of 
Chicago.  The  precedent  of  Portland  is  cited 
for  the  passage  of  this  bill.  The  objection- 
able features  of  that  dangerous  precedent 
have  been  well  stated  here  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate,  and  some  Senator  eminently  versed 
in  law  has  stated  that  it  were  better  to  over- 
throw a  bad  precedent  than  to  fortify  it  by  an 
additional  one. 

I  desire  now  to  call  the  attention  of  the 

Senate  to  a  short  paragraph  in  the  message 

of  the  Executive  of  Michigan  recently  sub 

mitted  to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  now 

in  session: 

"While  the  people  of  Michigan  were  engaffed  in 
the  noble  work  of  farnishinf  relief  to  the  suSferers 
in  Chicago,  the  same  devouring  element  was  making 
Bad  havoc  in  our  own  State.  Thriving  towns,  farms, 
and  school-houses,  churches,  stock,  crops,  and  thou- 
sands of  acres  of  our  most  valuable  timber  were 
consumed.  Nearly  five  thousand  families  or  about 
eighteen  thousand  persons  were  rendered  homeless, 
and  deprived  of  the  necessaries  of  life." 

I  read  that  to  show  from  that  Executive  that 
while  the  citizens  of  Michigan  were  contribut- 
ing, as  it  was  their  privilege  and  choice  to  do, 
for  the  sufferers  at  Chicago,  they  were  at  the 
same  time  being  seared  by  like  destructive  fire 
which  was  sweeping  over  and  destroying  their 
homes  and  their  property. 

Now,  sir,  in  the  language  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa,  who  reported  this  bill  from  the 
Finance  Committee,  I  agree  that  Chicago  is 
in  a  measure  the  child  of  the  nation,  and  that 
many  portions  of  the  country  are  sensitive  to 
the  growth  and  the  prosperity  of  that  city. 


If  that  be  the  fact,  then,  when  she  suffers,  the 
desire  for  her  relief  will  be  as  quick  and  as 
great  as  estimation  is  broad  and  vital  for  her 
as  the  western  metropolis  of  the  nation.  Then 
from  that  broad  area  springs  the  certainty  and 
sufficiency  of  capital  to  rebuild  Chicago ;  and 
on  that  account,  as  a  question  of  strict  justice, 
she  is  not  entitled  to  relief  as  much  as  suf- 
ferers who  are  more  local,  towns  and  cities 
more  isolated,  and  individuals  whose  entire 
property  has  been  destroyed  and  who  have  uo 
such  sympathy  and  interest  to  draw  from  and 
insure  the  reerection  of  homes  and  the  re- 
imbursement of  losses.  In  this  connection — 
and  my  colleague  alluded  to  it — I  should  like 
very  much  to  submit  to  the  Senate  and  to  the 
country  an  exhibit  of  the  wealth  of  some  of 
the  citizens  of  Chicago,  and  we  may  as  well 
consider  this  question  frankly.  I  think  the 
manner  in  which  we  have  been  treated  by  the 
Chicago  press  will  invite  me  to  plainness. 
And  I  trust  I  shall  be  controlled  by  modera- 
tion, and  so  far  as  advised  shall  utter  the  truth 
in  what  I  say. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  an  estimate  of  gentlemen 
present  here  with  members  of  the  committee 
who  came  to  lobby  this  measure  through  Con- 
gress ',  made  by  real  estate  owners  and  with 
reputation  of  good  judges  of  the  value  of  prop- 
erty in  Chicago.  In  fact,  I  have  two  estimates, 
one  that  of  a  gentleman  who  has  lived  there 
for  twenty  years,  who  is  also  well  versed  in 
the  value  of  real  estate  and  the  wealth  of  citi- 
zens in  that  city  or  holding  property  therein. 
Here  is  one  worth  $6,000,000  to  day  since  the 
fire,  not  a  resident  of  Chicago,  and  yet  on  this 
committee  to  aid  in  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
and  am  told  a  resident  of  New  York.  Another 
gentleman,  who  resides  in  Chicago,  is  worth 
to  day  $4,000,000,  another  $8,000,000.  Here 
are  a  number  of  gentlemen  worth  $26,000,000, 
each  worth  over  a  million  of  money.  Then  I 
have  a  list  of  $15,000,000  owned  by  several 
other  eentlemen  worth  $1,000,000  each. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Who  gotup  that  estimate  ? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  It  was  handed 
to^  me  by  gentlemen,  as  I  have  said,  conversant 
with  the  bases  of  their  estimates. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  is  nothing  easier 
than  to  overestimate  a  man.  If  a  man  is 
worth  $500,000  it  is  generally  supposed  he  is 
worth  two  or  three  millions. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  would  not  want  to  appear  so  ridicu- 
lous in  the  papers  as  to  state  that  as  a  fact. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  My  reputation 
is  not  in  the  Senator's  keeping.  I  will  take 
care  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  in  that 
respect. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  beg  pardon.  I  merely  got 
up  to  correct  the  gentleman..  I  could  name 
half  a  dozen  men  on  that  slip  that  were  not 
worth  fifty  dollars  after  the  fire ;  men  that  are 
perfectly  impoverished  to-da^.  The  Senator 
referred  to  a  gentleman  living  in  New  York 
who  was  hero  with  the  Chicago  committee.  I 
presume  he  referred  to  Mr.  Ogden,  did  he 
not? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  have  named 
no  one.  If  the  gentleman  insists  upon  know- 
ing, I  say  yes,  it  was  stated  to  be  Mr.  Ogden. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  As  far  as  Mr.  Ogden  is  con- 
cerned, he  is  a. very  wealthy  man,  and  he  owns 
one  hundred  thousand  acres  of  pine  lands  in 
the  State  of  Wisconsin  that  were  burned  over, 
and  yet  he  wants  the  bill  passed. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  Since  the  Sen- 
ator has  mentioned  him  it  is  no  disclosure, 
because  it  has  been  publicly  known  that  the 
same  gentleman  who  is  the  representative  of 
so  much  wealth  stated  here  that  on  account 
of  the  burned  timber  in  Wisconsin  and  Michi- 
gan there  would  be,  in  his  judgment,  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  million  feet  more  of  lumber  go 
into  the  market  of  Chicago  this  year  than  was 
sent  there  last  year ;  and  to  my  question  what 
in  his  judgment  would  be  the  relative  value  of 
the  market  this  year  compared  with  last,  he 
stated  that  it  would  be  lower  in  his  judgmeut. 
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That  then  bring^s  me  back  to  the  practical 
question  of  this  bill,  and  it  is  upon  that  point 
that  I  mainly  discuss  it.  I  was  very  glad  to 
hear  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ft- 
nance,  as  I  paid  him  special  attention,  when 
he  expressea  his  views  in  support  of  the  tariff 
bill  which  he  reported,  and  words  that  I  ac- 
corded with  and  that  I  trusted  would  be  fol- 
lowed in  all  legislation  of  Congress.     He  said  : 

"  All  laws  that  affect  the  industry,  of  the  people 
should  be  as  stable  as  possible  consistent  with  the 
inevitable  change  that  attends  hnman  wants.  I 
hope,  therefore,  that  in  making  the  reduction  of  our 
revenue  we  will  all  agree  that  it  should  be  done  to 
give  the  greatest  relief,  and  so  as  to  do  the  least  pos- 
sible injury  to  any  industrial  industry  fostered  by 
our  laws." 

Now,  sir,  I  draw  a  line  of  distinction  upon 
thcRe  precedents,  and  that  is  this:  wherever 
Congress  could  render  relief  without  detriment 
to  existing  industries  Congress  did  it  when 
application  was  made;  but  wherever  there 
was  an  mterference  with  the  laws  of  trade, 
then  Congress  declined,  having  regard  to  the 
constitutional  provision  that  '*  no  preference 
shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce 
or  revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  State  over  those 
of  another.''  Laws  fur  revenue  should  be 
uniform,  and  it  is  because  of  the  proposed 
infringement  of  that  uniformity  that  we  oppose 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  We  frankly  state  that 
it  will  seriously  affect  the  industries  of  Michi- 
gan, so  proximate  to  Chicago,  and  she  feels 
the  force  of  this,  because  her  lumber  is  one 
of  her  principal  commodities,  and  when  she 
did  her  duty  in  contributing  to  the  relief  of 
Chicago  while  burning  herself,  she  feels  now 
when  appealing  that  Congress  shall  not  exer- 
cise a  power  to  the  injury  and  destruction  of 
her  principal  product.  That  is  the  reason, 
and  that  I  may  not  be  mistaking  our  people, 
I  now  wish  to  read  the  action  of  her  Legisla- 
ture that  is  now  in  session.  I  hold  a  dispatch 
showing  (notwithstanding  the  petition  pre- 
sented by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  trom  the 
^  town  of  Plainwell,  in  Allegan  county)  what' 
is  really  the  feeling  of  the  State.  The  dispatch 
speaks  for  itself: 

Lansing.  Michioav,  March  16, 1872. 
T.  W.  Frrrt,  United  Siatet  Senate, 

Concurrent  resolution  in  regard  to  the  Chicago 
relief  bill  noir  pending  before  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States. 

Whereas  the  lumber  interest  of  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan ii  one  of  very  great  importance  directly  to  a 
large  number  of  ourcitiions,  and  indirectly  to  the 
whole  CuminoD wealth;  and  whereas  there  is  now 
pending  before  Congress  a  bill  known  as  the  Chicago 
relief  bill,  which  discriminates  unjustly  against  this 
branch  of  Michigan  industry ;  and  whereas  the  said 
lumber  interest  has  suffered  as  seriously  by  the  late 
ijrea  in  proportion  to  the  capital  invested  as  has  the 
city  of  Chicago:  Therefore, 

JienoheHt  (the  senate  concurring,)  That  our  Sen- 
ator in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Represent- 
atives requested* to  use  all  proper  means  to  prevent 
said  Chicago  relief  bill  from  becoming  a  law ;  and 
the  Governor  is  hereby  requested  to  furnish  each 
of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress 
with  certified  copies  of  this  concurrent  resolution. 

The  above  passed  both  houses  unanimously. 

F.  B.  STOCKBRIDGE. 

Ton  will  ree,  Mr.  President,  that  the  whole 
State  united  in  her  Legislature  expresses  thus 
emphatically  that  there  is  injustice  in  this 
method  by  which  the  principal  industry  of  one 
State  is  to  be  stricken  down  for  the  relief  of  a 
burned  city;  not  that  Michigan  does  not  sym- 
pathize with  Chicago.  Michigan  has  shown 
that  sympathy  substantially.  She  has  shown 
it  in  various  ways;  she  has  shown  it  by  con- 
tributing directly  by  way  of  food  and  money ; 
she  has  done  her  share  with  the  sieter  States 
in  contributing  to  the  relief  of  Chicago,  and 
when  yon  come  now  to  enact  a  law  that  shall 
have  effect  for  a  year,  giving  all  parties  in 
Chicago  for  the  purpose  of  the  reerection  of 
buildings  there  the  right  to  import,  and  thus 
invite  foreigpi  lumber  to  compete  with  the  pro- 
duct of  Michigan  in  her  principal  market,  she 
has  a  right  thus  to  express  herself  in  protest 
against  such  an  enactment. 

Now  let  me  "Jot  be  understood  that  it  is  the 
fifty  millions  that  may  t>e  needed  to  rebuild 
Chicago  that  Michigan  cares  so  much  about. 


bat  Chicago  is  the  distributing  point  and  the 
principal  market  of  that  commodity  through- 
out the  West ;  in  fact,  it  is  the  regulator  of 
prices  throughout  the  land,  and  the  moral 
effect  of  the  introduction  of  from  one  hundred 
to  one  hundred  and  fifly  millions  from  Cana 
dian  production,  with  the  excessive  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  millions  stated  by  Mr.  Ogden, 
will  have  th9  effect  to  bring  down  the  market 
and  thus  cause  Michigan  manufacturers  and 
laborers  to  suffer  in  this  proposed  plan  to  aid 
Chicago. 

Sir,  I  was  present  at  that  fire,  and  a  witness 
of  the  suffering  there,  and  acted  myself  upon 
the  spot  measurably  iubehalf  of  my  State  and 
in  behalf  of  the  very  commodity  which  i  am 
now  defending :  and  expressions  of  gratitude 
were  then  tendered  by  citizens  and  the  press 
of  that  city ;  and  yet,  becanse  feeling  it  my 
duty  as  a  representative  of  tliat  State  to  rise 
in  my  place  when  her  industry  is  threatened 
and  attempt  to  discharge  my  duty  as  a  Senator, 
1  am  malignantly  criticized  by  that  press,  and 
all  that  has  been  said  before  not  only  taken  back, 
but  heaps  of  opprobrium  castupon  my  conduct. 

I  know  how  unpleasant  it  is  for  a  Senator  to 
introduce  anything  of  a  personal  character, 
and  yet  the  manner  in  which  this  subject  has 
come  up  justifies  me  in  having  the  Clerk  read 
a  communication  from  the  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Chicago.  When  the  executive  officer  of 
that  municipality  speaks,  and  it  is  addressed 
to  me  as  a  Senator,  the  only  place  where  I  can 
reply  to  it  is  here  in  my  seat,  and  I  feel  it  my 
duty,  disagreeable  as  it  may  be,  to  do  so. 

Upon  my  table  on  the  21st  of  February, 
about  two  o'clock — for  I  noted  the  time — in 
the  afternoon  appeared  this  slip,  purporting  to 
be  a  letter  from  J.  Medill,  the  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Chicago,  inclosed  in  a  letter  which  I 
send  to  the  desk  and  ask  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

VicM  Pbrsidkkt's  Chamber, 
Washington,  February  21, 1872. 

My  Dbar  Sir:  His  honor  Mayor  Medill  gave  me 
the  inclosed  letter  to  you  in  an  open  envelope,  with 
permission  that  I  should  read  it.  As  my  worthy  as- 
sociate, like  myself,  does  not  affect  a  very  readable 
cbirography,  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  have  it 
printed  lor  ^our  convouienoe. 

Commending  its  sontimeuts  to  your  oarefhl consid- 
eration. I  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIAM  BROSS. 
Hon.  T.  W.  Fbrbt. 

Mr.  FERHY,  of  Michigan.     Now  I  ask  that 

the  printed  slip  inclosed  in  that  note  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  addressed  to 
Senator  Fkrry,  of  Michigan,  by  Hon.  Josopl^  Me- 
d\\\^  mayor  of  Chicago,  in  relation  to  what  is  asked 
for  m  the  way  of  relief  by  the  merchants  and  busi- 
ness men  of  Chicago : 

Chicago,  Februarv  18, 1872. 

Dbar  Sir:  I  had  supposed,  until  within  a  few 
days,  that  the  relief  bill  would  pass  the  Senate 
without  very  serious  opposition.  The  opinion  was 
founded  on  the  flattering  vote  in  the  House  and  the 
.first  vote  in  the  Senate,  but  more  especially  on  the 
justice  and  equity  of  the  bill.  I  have  been  more 
surprised  at  your  opposition  than  that  of  any  other 
Senator,  and  now  think  it  most  be  the  result  of 
misapprehension. 

Let  me  simply  state  the  facts  of  the  oaie  as  I 
understand  them: 

1.  The  proposed  rebates  are  limited  to  the  burnt 
district  of  twenty-six  hundred  aoros  of  houses  and 
storeii,  and  do  not  extend  to  the  unburnt  portion  of 
the  city. 

2.  It  does  not  make  a  free  port  of  entry  of  Chi- 
cago, nor  does  it  admit  any  article  of  foreisn  pro- 
ductfrcoof  duty.  The  duty  must  firstbe  paid  before 
there  can  ^e  any  rebate  to  any  one,  and  then  only 
on  the  articles  that  can  be  proven  to  have  entered 
into  the  construction  of  buildings  in  the  burnt  dis- 
tsict. 

3.  The  (Government  has  already  received  its  duties 
on  all  imported  articles  used  in  the  first  building  of 
that  portion  of  our  city.  The  property  destroyed 
had  already  paid  all  tariff  taxes  and  manufacturers' 
bounties.  "American  industry"  had  already  been 
"  protected"  by  an  extra  charge  to  the  amount  of 
the  tariff  on  all  that  property  of  domestic  produc- 
tion. The  Government  had  already  been  paid  many 
millions,  and  tho  manufacturers  tons  of  miiliona. 

4.  The  awful  conflagration  came  and  swept  this 
taxed  property  all  away  in  a  single  diiy,  destroying 
two  hundred  millions  of  values,  and  rendering 
homeless  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  thousand 
citiiens  at  tho  commencement  of  tho  winter. 

5.  Tho  insurance  on  this  property,  if  it  could  be 
collected,  would  enable  our  people  to  rebuild  with- 
out asking  help  or  fkvor  from  any  quarter ;  but  the 


insurance  companies  wers  also  dostrored,  and  tmr 
people  will  not  recover  more  than  five  or  eix  cents 
on  the  dollar.  A  few  companies  have  paid  from 
twenty-five  per  cent,  to  par:  but  nineteen  twen- 
tieths of  them  only  pay  one  cent  to  five  eeats  on 
the  dollar  of  their  policies.  They  hare  not  yel 
even  paid  this  beggarly  pittanoe. 

6.  The  fires  in  your  State,  or  in  Michigan,  would 
not  equal  the  loss  of  property  suffered  here  on  tbe 
spaoe^of  a  single  square  of  ground,  and  their  in^ur- 
ance  "pans  out"  much  better  than  ours,  and  their 
losses  are  transient  and  can  soon  be  restored,  espe- 
cially in  view  of  the  liberal  donations  they  have 
received.  In  Wisconsin  the  Iicgislataro  are  talking 
of  using  the  surplus  relief  money  that  poured  in,  to 
build  bridges  and  make  roads.  But  of  eonrse  we 
have  no  objection  to  any  measure  of  Msistanee  that 
Congress  may  see  proper  to  render  them.  Bat  we 
protest  being  made  a  victim  on  their  account;  that 
18,  because  no  drawbacks  may  be  allowed  to  them, 
therefore  none  shall  be  allowed  to  us. 

We  object  to  being  compelled  to  pay  a  second  tax 
to  the  GK>vernmeut  and  a  second  bounty  to  the  man- 
ufacturers in  order  to  restore  oar  destroyed  prop- 
erty. Had  no  fire  occurred,  this  seeond  tax  and 
bounty  could  xot  be  exacted.  How  can  tbe  lumber 
interests  of  your  State  claim  they  Would  lose  their 
bounty  of  two  dollars  per  one  thousand  feet  when 
they  have  already  received  it?  They  have  no  right 
to  tax  us  again  on  the  rebuilding  of  our  burnt 
houses.  Since  the  fire,  however,  they  have  charged 
an  enormous  advance  on  an  honest  price  for  their 
lumber,  and  have  skinned  us  out  of  some  millions 
of  dollars.  Is  it  not  about  time  to  cry.  "Uuld, 
enough?"  So  the  nmnufacturers  of  hardware,  glass, 
oils,  paints,  and  bricks  have  ** stuck  it"  to  us  fear- 
fully. It  seems  to  me  they  have  had  blood  enough. 
Our  people  regard  it  as  very  harsh  and  unfeeling 
for  the  Senators  of  Michigan  to  fight  the  rebate  bill, 
in  view  of  the  enormoui*  commercial  reiatioos  exist- 
ing between  your  State  and  our  city,  Chicago  is 
thechief  market  of  half  of  Michigan,  and  as  Chicago 
prospers  so   prospers   your   constituents.     Killing 

the  goose  that  lays  the  golden  egg"  is  poor  policy. 
The  sooner  we  get  on  our  feet  the  k»etier  for  our 
people;  and  I  think  your  lumber  speculators  would 
study  their  own  interests  if  they  would  forego  de- 
manding a  second  bounty  of  two  dullani  per  thou- 
sand feet  on  our  buildings  in  the  burnt  district,  and 
leave  that  plunder  with  us  until  we  get  roo£i  over 
our  heads. 

Do  you  believe  that  the  cause  of  protection  will 
be  promoted  b^  compelling  the  people  of  Chicago  to 
pay  two  tariffs  and  two  bounties  on  their  houses? 
But  I  notice  that  some  Senators  pretend  to  argue 
that  to  allow  refunding  of  the  duties  on  the  prop- 
erty uaed  to  rebuild  is  unoonstitationkl.  This  objeo- 
tion  comes  too  late  after  the  Portland  precedent, 
and  the  thousand  bills  that  have  passed  Congress 
rebatinf  duties  on  imported  goods  and  machinery. 
Tbe  objection  itself  is  bosh,  and  they  know  it. 

The  reports  that  you  have  heard  that  our  people 
are  divided  on  this  rebate  question  are  erroneous* 
A  few  men  like  Dexter  and  Blatchford  said  some- 
thing against  it  in  letters  to  you  before  they  uoder- 
stood  the  scope  of  the  bill ;  but  they  all  now  say  that 
they  did  not  properly  understand  it,  and  they  desire 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  Oar  people  are  unanimous 
in  asking  this  needed  measure  of  relief.  Not  one  in 
a  thousand  but  desire  it. 

I  notice  that  you  advocate  a  direct  appropriation 
out  of  the  Treasury.  Our  people  want  nothing  of 
the  Itind;  besides,  the  mone^  thus  obtained  could 
never  be  fairly  or  equitably  divided  and  apportioned 
among  the  burnt-out  rebuilders.  The  only  right  and 
satisfactory  way  i*  that  in  the  Portland  precedent. 
Each  man  will  then  escape  spoliation,  t.  e.,  doable 
taxation^  to  the  extent  that  his  remaining  means 
and  credit  enable  him  to  rebuild ;  and  not  a  dollar 
will  be  taken  from  the  Treasury  to  which  it  has  any 
moral  or  Christian  right. 

The  city  is  richly  entitled  to  the  mode  and  meas- 
ure of  relief  which  she  asks  at  the  hands  of  Cong«'es8. 
She  has  been  a  giant  in  supporting  the  Government 
and  the  Republican  par^  heretofore.  She  sent 
twenty-seven  thousand  Union  soldiers  to  the  Army 
for  three  years;  she  hdj  paid  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment •7O.tJ00,O00  of  internal  revenue  since  the  rebel- 
lion broke  out,  and  as  much  more  external  or  tariff 
taxes.  She  has  not  in  twenty  years  elected  a  Demo- 
crat to  Congress.  She  has  been  foremost  in  all  pro- 
gressive works,  and  has  largely  contributed  to  the 
wealth,  enterprise,  and  power  of  the  United  Sutcs. 
She  is  down  now  in  the  oust,  smitten  by  misl'oriunc, 
and  is  struggling  with  the  courage  of  Hercules  to 
rise  from  her  ashes  and  ruins.  Shall  it  be  said  that 
a  Senator  whom  she  has  a  right  almost  to  call  her 
own,  and  from  whom  she  has  hoped  for  good  things 
and  strong  help,  stiall  stab  her  in  this  day  of  her 
desolation,  and  help  to  impose  crufehiag  burdens  on 
her  scorched  and  bleeding  shouldefs? 

Chicago  can  remember  as  well  as  forget,  resent  as 
well  as  reward.  A  kindly  action  now  will  not  bo 
forgotten.    A  friend  in  need  is  a  friend  indeed . 

I  was  appointed  a  delegate  to  visit  Washingtoti 
and  expostulate  and  plead  with  Senators,  but  find 
it  impossible  to  leave  my  post  of  duty  here,  and  :ill 
I  can  do  is  to  write  you  this  appeal  to  reconsider 
your  opposition  to  the  Chicago  relief  bill  and  help 
to  put  it  through.  If  so,  you  will  never  regret  ii. 
If  you  do  not,  I  fear  you  will  regret  it  all  tho  rest  of 
your  life. 

Very  truly,  yours,  J.  MEDILL. 

Hon.  Thomas  W.  Ferrt. 

Mr.  FKRRY,  of  Michigan.  This  letter  ap- 
peared in  the  National  Republican  of  th'.s 
city,  on  the  morning  of  the  21fiL     Qovernor 
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Bross,  ex*  Lieatenant  Governor  of  the  State  of 
Illinois,  as  fihoirn  by  hid  letter,  inclosed  it  to 
me  and  laid  it  on  my  table  in  the  alleraoon  of 
that  day.  I  cite  this  to  shoiv  that  the  object 
of  the  letter  seemed  not  so  much  to  reach  my 
eye  bat  for  Senators  and  the  pabltc  who  re- 
ceived it  in  print  mach  earlier  in  the  day  than 
I  did.  It  is  stated  by  the  writer  inclosing  it 
that  it  was  printed  because  of  the  character  of 
the  chirography  for  my  convenience.  Yes, 'my 
convenience.  The  writer,  in  justification, 
couples  illegibility  with  his  own  hand ;  and  yet 
he  writes,  not  prints  his  own  note,  and  had 
Mr.  MedilPs  letter  printed.  I  leave  him  to 
reconcile  that  reflection  with  the  mayor.  But  I 
desire  to  call  attention  to  that  incident  as  a 
characteristic  of  the  effort  that  has  been  made 
all  along  by  the  supporters  of  this  bill,  not 
only  in  its  original  inception,  but  during  the 
progress  of  it,  by  the  gentlemen  who  came 
nere  to  press  its  passage,  and  a  part  of  the 
peculiar  feeling  and  manner  that  has  been 
shown  by  more  or  less  of  that  delegation. 
Why,  sir,  there  was  a  gentleman  here  who 
followed  that  delegation,  I  cannot  say  he 
was  a  member  of  it,  but  when  it  was  known 
that  he  was  opposed  to  this  bill  his  name  was 
sought  for.  1  was  approached  and  my  col- 
league was  approached  to  give  his  name,  and 
on  refusal  the  response  was  **  WeMl  settle  him 
if  we  can  only  know  who  he  is." 

I  noticed  in  the  published  appointment  of 
the  delegation  from  Chicago  that  as  one  after 
another  declined  and  others  were  placed  in 
their  stead,  it  was  remarked  by  one — I  will  not 
quote  the  exact  words  on  account  of  the  Ian* 
gaage — that  they  must  be  very  careful  whom 
they  appointed;  in  other  words,  make  sure  of 
those  they  sent.  Kow,  sir,  let  me  state  a  fact, 
that  there  Was  with  that  delegation  a  gentle- 
man whom  I  will  not  name,  but  who  said  that 
he  was  constrained  to  come  here,  knowing  at 
the  same  time  that  the  passage  of  this  bill 
would  be  a  serious  blow  to  his  occupation. 
Let  me  mention  another  &ct  that  is  significant, 
because  straws  show  how  the  wind  blows.  A 
Globe  containing  my  speech  on  this  subject 
was  sent  to  a  gentleman  in  Chicago.  It  con- 
tained not  only  what  I  said,  but  much  of  the 
current  debate.  It  was  returned.  If  it  had 
contained  only  my  remarks,  I  might  have  con- 
sidered his  action  his  rightful  criticism  on 
what  I  said,  but  as  the  paper  included  the  re- 
marks of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  as  well,  I 
accepted  that  the  act  was  indicative  of  the 
feeling  which  prevails  there. 

In  view  of-  my  personal  relations  with  Mr. 
Medill,  the  mayor  of  the  city,  which  have 
always  been  pleasant,  I  regretted  to  see  such 
a  letter  as  this  in  print  I  accept  the  force  of 
the  implied  threat,  and  yet  after  all  feel  that 
we  can  withstand  that  threat,  while  time  shall 
doubtless  modify  his  judgment  as  well  as  that 
of  others  who  accord  with  such  menaces. 
There  is  one  paragraph  in  his  letter  in 
which  he  states  the  character  of  this  whole 
question.  I  refer  to  that  in  which  he  admits 
that  if  the  insurance  companies  bad  paid  up 
their  policies  the  people  of  Chicago  would 
not  have  needed  or  demanded  this  relief. 
Why,  sir,  go  to  the  State  of  Connecticut  and 
interrogate  the  capitalists  there  interested  in 
insurance  business  as  to  how  much  they  lost 
by  the  fire  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  and  you 
will  find  that  $50,000,000  will  not  cover  their 
Jods.  Now  it  is  proposed  to  put  money  in  the 
hands  of  these  and  other  capitalists  outside 
that  city  by  this  rebate  to  reSrect  the  burnt  dis- 
trict when  they  are  now  plethoric  with  wealth. 
1  speak  that  considerately,  becaase  I  am 
advised  of  what  I  speak;  and  it  was  only  in 
that  regard  that  I  cited  the  fact  without  men- 
tioning names  of  a  large  number  of  citizens 
still  large  capitalists  iu  Chicago. 

Diverging  from  the  point  alluded  to  in  this 
letter,  1  wiQ  right  here,  while  it  occurs  to  my 
mind,  speak  of  another  fact,  On  this  burnt 
district  not  only,  as  stated  by  my  colleague, 
has  property  doubled^  bat  there  are  some 


twenty  blocks  that  were  more  or  less  covered 
with  moderate  buildings,  old  rookeries,  and 
booses  of  prostitution,  with  streets  where  it 
was  unsafe  for  people  to  travel  at  night,  and 
those  have  been  swept  by  this  besom  of  de* 
struciion,  and  to  day  property  that  was  before 
the  fire  worth  only  three  to  four  hundred  dol- 
lars a  foot  is  now  worth  from  eight  hundred  to 
one  thousand  dollars  a  foot. 

We  have  heard  of  such  and  such  commercial 
movements ;  in  other  words,  business  houses 
and  interests  centering  at  certain  localities,  an 
thus  enhancing  the  value  of  property ;  and  it  is 
a  fact  to-day,  as  was  stated  by  my  colleague,  not 
only  that  this  gentleman  who  was  worth  his 
millions,  or  a  million  at  least,  said  he  would 
not  take  double  the  amount  he  paid  for  the 
property  he  booght,  but  there  are  men  who 
nave  bought  fifteen  hundred  feet  front  on 
such  terms,  and  to-day  would  not  take  for 
the  property  double  what  it  was  valued  at 
before  the  fire.  There  are  many  men  whose 
sagacity  has  led  them  into  investments  who  are 
now  worth  more  than  they  were  before  the 
fire.  And  it  is  proposed  by  this  generous 
method  to  distribute  this  relief  to  all  such, 
regardless  of  discrimination  to  reach  the  poor 
who  cannot  come  within  the  fire  limits  and 
erect  their  homes  and  their  places  oT  business. 

Sir,  let  me  call  your  attention  to  what  oc- 
curred when  this  Government  appropriated 
$4,000,000  out  of  its  Treasury  to  do  wbat 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  said  was  a  duty  on 
the  part  of  this  country  in  erecting  its  pub- 
lic building  in  that  mart  of  the  nation.  Four 
millions  was  a  large  amount  to  vote  for  a  build- 
ing, and  yet  no  one  hesitated  to  do  it  I  did 
not  hesitate,  very  cheerfully  gave  it  my  sup- 
port It  was  a  gratification  to  me  to  cast  the 
vote,  and  if  they  had  needed  $5,000,000  for 
the  purpose,  I  would  have  voted  it  as  readily 
for  such  public  building.  But  when  the  Gov- 
ernment wished  to  buy  the  adjoining  land  to 
complete  the  block  on  which  its  pld  building 
riddled  by  fire  stood,  what  was  the  price  asked  ? 
A  price  which  would  have  made  the  whole  block 
cost  about  two  million  dollars,  compelling  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  an  act  of  the 
Legislature  of  Illinois,  to  go  two  blocks  south, 
where  he  could  purchase  at  a  price  deemed 
fair  in  the  judgment  of  that  Secretary,  saving 
to  the  nation  $600,000.  No  sooner  had  that 
been  done  than  the  press  criticised  the  action 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  rn  thus  going 
so  far  south  of  the  old  block,  and  whither  he 
was  driven  by  these  poor  men,  as  stated,  and 
yet  demanding  such  extravagant  prices  for 
their  realty.  I  refer  to  this  simply  to  show  that 
by  this  proposition  we  are  benefiting  men 
who  are  able  to  take  care  of  themselves.  Sir, 
charity  with  equality  is  commendable,  but 
charity  with  disparity  is  indefensible,  and  no 
Senator  can  make  it  just 

Now  let  me  go  back  to  the  letter  of  Mayor 
Med  ill.  According  to  the  paragraph  to  which 
I  have  referred,  if  the  insurance  companies 
had  paid  their  policies  promptly  and  had  not 
failed  in  their  undertaking,  there  would  have 
been  no  need  for  this  relief.  Now  this  Gov- 
ernment must  becoflte  the  underwriter  of  the 
city  of  Chicago.  It  is  that  and  nothing  else. 
If  those  policies  bad  been  paid  no  application 
would  have  been  made  to  Congress  for  relief 
Since  policies  have  &iled  holders  come  here 
to  the  capital  of  the  nation  to  ask  from  its  ex- 
chequer what  those  companies  failed  to  meet 

In  the  letter  allusion  is  made  to  the  duties 
on  lumber.  I  understand  the  threat  It  is 
that  the  duty  on  lumber  will  next  be  removed. 
Sir,  there  is  more  manliness  in  that  When 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance 
reported  in  favor  of  a  cutting  down  of  the  tariff 
generally  and  proposed  to  strike  off  one  fifth 
of  the  protection  now  acccorded  to  lumber,  I 
gave  mental  assent,  and  1  am  reedy  to  vote 
for  it  without  a  query,  and  if  in  his  judgment 
and  that  of  a  majority  of  the  Senate  it  is  neces- 
sary even  to  cut  it  down  still  more,  1  am  ready 
thut  lumber  with  other  commodities  of  the 


nation  shall  bear  its  fair  proportion.  But  to 
single  out  a  commodity  of  Michigan  in  which 
she  largely  trusts  for  her  prosperity,  and  strike 
that  down  because  you  would  relieve  one  cityi 
is  I  say  injustice,  and  you  cannot  be  unjusc 
to  one  State  without  being  unjust  to  your- 
selves. 

I  have  had  letters  from  citizens  of  Chicago 
supporting  the  twenty  reasons  which  have  been 
presented  to  the  Senate  from  that  city  against 
this  bill.  Those  reasons  were  inclosed  in  a 
letter  with  the  signatures  of  three  prominent 
citizens  there.  I  am  not  disposed  to  disclose 
their  names,  because  I  have  already  incident- 
ally and  unintentionally  injured  one  man,  but 
in  justice  to  htm  I  wish  right  here  to  have  read 
the  letter  which  he  wrote  me.  The  first  inti- 
mation of  any  expression  from  Chicago  was 
this  letter,  and  in  justice  to  a  personal  friend 
I  will  send  it  to  the  desk  to  be  read—'not  the 
original,  but  a  copy  which  I  have.  I  wish  to 
remind  the  Senate  that  such  a  feeling  was  cre- 
ated in  the  city  of  Chicago  and  such  criticism 
expressed  upon  the  course  of  this  gentleman 
that  he  was  compelled  to  write  to  me  for  his 
letter,  and  I  sent  it  to  him,  retaining  a  copy. 
As  he  had  given  me  the  prices  of  brick  and 
lumber,  the  very  articles  that  had  been  item- 
ized  as  having  gone  up  to  such  fabulous  rates, 
I  felt  that  if  the  letter  meant  anything  it  meant 
to  convey  to  me  the  facts  which  it  contained, 
and  as  there  were  no  ear-marks  on  it  to  indi- 
cate privacy,  I  alluded  to  it  and  by  a  slip  of 
the  tongue  described  the  writer  as  the  chair- 
man of  the  sxecutive  committee  of  the  relief 
society,  thus  locating  him  when  it  was  not  my 
intention  to  do  so.  It  was  insisted  that  I  shoula 
•give  authority,  and  gave  it  For  his  vindica- 
tion I  ask  to  have  his  letter  read  as  a  part  of 
my  remarks. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows: 

Chioaqo,  Jammnf  15, 1872. 

Dbab  Fsaav:  A  good  many  of  the  lambermen 
have  aaked  me  to  write  you  in  relation  to  the  pro* 
posed  remission  of  dutiee  on  bailding  material  to  be 
aaed  in  the  rebuilding  of  this  city. 

Aside  from  the  frauds  thst  auoh  a  law  will  cer- 
tainly entail.  I  do  not  believe  it  will  materially  aid 
Chioafo.  The  lambermen  and  briekmakers  have 
enlarged  and  are  enlarging  their  basineas  to  laeet 
the  coming  demand.  For  instance,  common  brick 
are  to-day  offered  for  future  delivery  at  $7  50,  which 
is  as  low  as  they  were  before  the  fire.  This  decline 
comes  from  large  preparation,  which  to  some  extent 
will  be  discouraged  by  such  a  law  and  to  a  greater 
extent  I  am  convinced,  than  any  foreign  ^upply 
resulting  from  each  a  law.  As  to  lumber,  the  nich* 
igan  and  Wisconsin  lambermen,  with  the  aid  of  an 
anvsually  favorable  winter,  will  be  entirely  able  to 
meet  the  demand  and  at  very  reasonable  ante-fire 

E rices,  as  some  recent  contracts  prove.  Chicago  for 
er  trade  and  greatness  relies  as  much  apon  her 
lumber  as  any  other  item.  It  will  be  a  carious  way 
to  aid  Chicago  by  paralysing  one  of  her  principal 
branches  of  commerce  by  an  inundation  ut'  foreign 
supplies.  Our  lumber  interests  have  been  baiU 
upon  the  wants  of  this  market 

The  relation  ought  not  to  be  disturbed  upon  an 
impulse;  certainly  not  until  it  appears  that  we  are 
unable  to  meet  the  demaod.  The  poorer  dasset  do 
not  need  the  law.  The  relief  society  has  built  eight 
thousand  houses  (houses  for  forty  tboasaad)  and  will 
have  covered  their  wants  without  the  law.  leaving 
thoee  who  are  able  to  pay  for  what  they  wish  to  buy. 

Your  friend,  ^         - 

WIRT  DEXTER. 

Mr.  FERRT,  of  Michigan.  This  letter  was 
written  by  a  citizen  of  Chicago  who  held  a 
prominent  position  on  the  executive  commit- 
tee of  the  aid  and  relief  society,  which  staled 
in  this  report,  which  I  think  I  alluded  to  on  a 
former  occasion,  that  twenty-seven  million 
feet  of  lumber  had  been  distributed  to  the 
poor  at  an  average  cost  of  $17  50  a  thousand. 
After  this  letter  had  been  written  the  feeling 
and  criticism  of  the  press  was  so  intense  that 
the  letter  was  returned  and  he  compelled  to 
write  another  in  his  defense  that  appeared  in 
the  Chicago  papers.  I  will  not  read  the  whole 
of  that  published  letter,  as  it  has  already  been 
given  to  the  poblio.  What  I  want  to  refer  to 
now  is  an  error  in  time  in  connection  with  it. 
lie  says  that  after  having  been  convinced  thai 
the  bill  was  different  in  its  application  from 
what  he  supposed,  he  subsequently  telegraphed 
thos:  ^*  If  confined  to  those  rebuilding  who 
have  been  burned  out,  our  luoibeniien  are  in 
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favor  of  it.''    I  send  to  the  Clerk's  dusk  the 
dispatch  itself,  to  be  read. 
The  Secretary  read  the  following  dispatch  : 

Cricaqo,  Illinois,  Febrwirv  16, 1872. 
Hon.  T.  W.  Frrrt.  National  Hotel : 

There  is  great  miganderstanding  as  to  just  what 
the  bill  is.  If  confined  to  those  rebuildingr  who  have 
been  burned  out  our  lumbermen  are  in  favor  of  it. 
I  do  not  receive  your  papers.  Write  me  your  posi- 
tion and  I  will  see  that  your  are  not  misrepresented. 

WIRT  DEXTER. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  So  far  as  I  was 
concerned  I  bad  received  no  intimation  up  to 
the  date  of  my  remarks  on  reconsideration, 
the  12ih  of  February,  from  any  individual  to 
withhold  anything  that  had  been  sent  to  me 
for  use  on  this  bill.  Nor  was  there  anything 
in  Mr.  Dexter' s  letter  to  entitle  him  to  the 
abuse  of  his  fellow  citizens.  Now,  I  desire  to 
read  a  short  paragraph  from  the  letter  of  ex- 
planation which  was  published  in  the  prints 
of  CbiQago: 

*'  The  amount  of  lumber  to  be  used  next  year  In 
the  burnt  district  is  so  small  a  portion  of  the  whole 
lumber  supply  that  I  took  it  for  granted  no  one 
would  suspect  the  lumbermen  of  opposition  on  that 
score. 

"The  lumbermen  need  no  defense  at  my  hands. 
They  have  in  many  instances  since  the  nre  fur- 
nished the  relief  committee  lumber  at  old  prices. 
.Unsolicited^  they  have  given  nearly  $6,000  out  of 
$7.50U  contributed  in  money  this  winter;  and  for  the 
past  five  years  they  have  been  the  heaviest  contrib- 
utors to  the  regular  relief  fund." 

I  have  shown  from  the  pen  of  the  chairman 
of  the  relief  society  of  Chicago,  that  lamber- 
men  are  entitled  to  this  praise,  that  they  have 
contributed  more  than  others  for  the  relief  of 
the  distressed,  by  private  contributions,  and 
more  than  that,  the  lumber  used  by  them  has 
been  furnished  at  old  prices.  I  have  stated 
before  that  I  was  in  Chicago  at  the  time  of  the 
fire,  and  that  a  project  was  notonly  mooted  by 
the  citizens  themselves,  but  was  so  far  enter- 
tained that  a  meeting  of  lumbermen  in  that 
city  was  about  to  carry  a  resolution  to  raise 
the  price  of  lumber  from  fifleen  to  twenty 
dollars,  some  of  them  proposing  to  raise  it  to 
seventeen  dollars  at  least,  but  a  majority  of 
them  to  twenty  dollars.  I  appeared  on  the 
ground,  and  have  a  ri^htnow,  since  the  papers 
there  have  willfully  misrepresented  the  facts, 
to  refer  to  it ;  and  that  I  may  not  misstate  them, 
I  will  give  what  is  now  said  of  the  occarreuce. 
In  a  recent  number  of  the  Chicago  Journal 
an  article  reads  thus: 

**  Very  soon  after  the  fire  there  was  a  meeting  of 
lumber  dealers  to  agree  upon  a  scale  of  prices.  The 
proposition  was  made  to  fix  the  maximum  rate  at 
twenty  dollars  a  thousand  feet.  This  met  with  favor 
with  all  except  Mr.  Fbebt." 

Now  I  will  read  from  the  Tribune  of  the 
29ih  of  February  : 

'*  Mr.  Fkbrt  opposed  this  resolution  and  offered  a 
substitute  that  the  dealers  should  sell  fifty  million 
at  the  then  price,  fifteen  dollars,  thus  leaving  every 
one  at  liberty  to  charge  what  they  could  get  for  the 
remainder  of  their  stock.  As  there  was  over  three 
hundred  million  feet  then  on  hand,  of  which  Mr. 
Fbrry  owned  his  full  proportion,  it  is  not  difficult  to 
see  the  motive  of  Mr.  Frbrt's  opposition  to  the 
resolution."  •  •  •  •  "The fifty  million 
feet  which  the  dealers  sold  at  the  old  price,  under 
Ferry's  resolution,  was  immediately  picked  up  by 
railroads  and  such  business  men  as  were  able, 
although  burned  out,  to  advance  money  for  it  for 
future  use;  while  the  poorer  classes,  and  those  who 
had  to  wait  for  money  from  insurance  or  other 
sources,  are  now  buying,  and  have  been  all  winter 
buying,  lumber  of  Ferry  &,  Brother,  and  others  at  Mr. 
Fbrry 's  quotations,  namely,  twenty  and  twcntv- 
two  dollars.  And  this  is  the  way  Mr.  Fkrry  'broke 
up  the  ring,'  as  the  lumbermen  present  at  the  meet- 
ing can  testify." 

I  read  from  the  Times,  alluding  to  myself.  It 
says: 

"  What  he  objects  to,  therefore,  is  not  that  Mich- 
iean  is  to  bo  taxed  for  the  relief  of  Chicago,  but  that 
the  Inmbor  monopolists  of  Michigan  are  to  be  pre- 
vented from  puttmg  up  the  nrioe  of  lumber  in  con- 
sequence of  the  fire,  and  thus  enriching  themselves 
out  of  tho  misfortune  of  the  people  of  Chicago.  The 
TimcM  freely  admits  that  the  relief  bill  will  deprive 
the  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  lumber  monopolists  of 
an  excellent  opportunity  for  oraoticing  extortion— 
tnat  was  its  very  object— but  the  Times  will  not  ad- 
mit, because  it  is  not  true,  that  the  measure  will  lay 
either  Michigan  or  Wisconsin  under  contribution 
for  the  relief  of  Chicago." 

I  will  read  from  the  Journal  this  comment: 

"Fsbbt  is  one  of  the  heaviest  lumbermen  in  the 


Chtoago  market.  If  he  oan  oarry  his  points,  it  will 
be  thousands  of  dollars  in  his  pocket.  He  expects 
to  reap  a  fortune  the  coming  season  at  the  expense 
of  the  Chicago  fire  victims.  If  the  pending  relief 
bill  can  be  defeated,  lumber  will  command  'war 
prices,'  and  more,  too.  Our  people  were  impover- 
ished to  the  verge  of  bankruptcy,  and  while  the  rest 
of  the  country  has  been  prodigal  with  charity  to  us, 
these  miserable  Shylocks  of  the  pineries  think  only 
of  their  ducats." 

I  will  now  state  very  briefly  the  position  I 
did  take.  This  bears  forcibly  upon  this  ques- 
tion, for  if  I  understand  the  point  made,  it  is 
represented  that  the  prices  are  to  be  so  exor- 
bitant that  to  reduce  them  they  ask  for  the 
introduction  of  theimported  commodity.  Now, 
I  wish  to  Htate  what  occurred,  and  I  will  follow 
it  with  telegrams  from  lumbermen  represent- 
ing, I  think,  one  hundred  and  fifty  millions, 
proposing  to  sell  their  lumber  at  lower  rates 
than  prevailed  last  year.  Here  was  mj  prop- 
osition, at  the  Chicago  meeting  following  the 
fire: 

**  That  a  committee  of  three  lumbermen  be  ap- 
pointed, who  shall  assesj  pro  rata  upon  the  quan- 
tity of  lumber  each  dealer  in  the  city  bad  on  band, 
(fifty  million  feet)  which  amount — verified  by  said 
committee  in  cases  of  doubt  that  it  is  to  be  used  for 
rebuilding  the  oity— shall  be  sold  at  prices  no  higher 
than  before  the  fire,  to  wit,  fifteen  dollars  per  thou- 
sand for  common  lumber  and  on  that  basis  for  other 
grades." 

Here  in'  a  nutshell  were  my  objections  to 

their  proposition  to  enhance    prices.     They 

desired  to  raise  the  price  of  lumber  to  twenty 

dollars.     What  I  stated  was: 

**What  objection  can  there  be  to  a  plan  of  aid 
based  upon  what  every  dealer  has  on  hand  ?  In 
fact  the  proposition  I  have  offered  is  really  no  sacri- 
fice. It  IS  holding  lumber  against  a  rise  and  tender- 
ing to  those  in  want  a  surrender  of  what  advance 
of  price  tho  fire  would  occasion.    There  is  no  real 

f:enerosity  in  it.    It  is  simply  hedging  a  corner  on 
umber,  and  is  but  justice,  nothing  more." 

Then  closing  with  this  determination  : 

"  Whatever  others  may  do.  I  am  ready  to  act, 
though  I  stand  alone,  and  now  state  that  Ferry  k 
Brother  will  meet  their  quota  of  this  fifty  million 
feet  at  old  prices,  and  if  necessary  sell  their  whole 
stock  on  hand  at  prices  before  the  fire,  and  if  we 
fail  iu  doing,  it,  we  shall  have  the  consciousness  of 
having  fallen  in  an  attempt  to  help  sore  sufferers 
rise." 

Demanding  that  the  vpte  should  be  taken 
with  uplifted  hands  that  we  should  see  who 
had  manhood  and  who  had  not,  the  proposi- 
tion was  almost  unanimously  carried.  Thus, 
as  I  stated  before  and  maintain  now,  Michigan, 
which  I  then  represented  so  far  as  one  of  her 
commodities  was  concerned,  became  instru- 
mental in  breaking  down  a  proposition  made 
by  citizens  of  Chicago  to  raise  the  price  of 
lumber  from  four  to  five  dollars  a  tnonsand 
feet,  and  on  the  quantity  I  had  on  hand,  to 
wit,  six  million  feet,  saved  to  the  citizens  of 
that  city  at  least  $24, 000,. which  would  other- 
wise have  swelled  the  profits  of  one  concern. 
Now,  sir,  my  proportion  of  that  fifty  millions 
was  one  sixth  of  the  amount  I  had  on  hand  at 
that  time,  six  million  feet,  so  that  my  quota 
of  the  fifty  millions  was  one  million  feet  To 
be  certain  that  I  was  entirely  accurate  I  have 
taken  pains  to  procure  a  transcript  of  our  sales, 
and  I  will  state  the  result. 

Our  sales  from  October  9  to  October  24 
were  1,881,650  feet  at  sixteen  dollars,  which 
was  the  price  from  the  piles.  It  was  under- 
stood that  fifteen  dollars  was  the  price  by  the 
cargo,  costing  a  dollar  to  dock  and  pile  it. 
We  sold  220,000  feet  more  than  we  had  on 
hand,  and  were  obliged  to  replace  it  by  pay- 
ing seventeen  dollars  a  thousand  feet.  From 
October  24  to  October  80  we  sold  768,000  feet 
at  eighteen  dollars,  having  purchased  the  same 
at  seventeen  dollars.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that 
1  sold  more  than  my  million,  which  was  my 
quota  upon  the  basis  of  supplying  fifty  millions. 
1  did  my  part  of  the  agreement  if  others  d.d 
not  theirs. 

In  November  we  sold  2,667,375  feet  at 
eighteen  dollars  a  thousand,  and  in  Decem- 
ber 959,993  feet  at  eighteen  dollars,  and  from 
January  1  to  January  15,  1872,  sold  266,558 
feet  at  eighteen  dollars.  Thus  the  total  to  that 
date  was  6,048,571  feet,  at  an  average  of  $17  54 
per  thousand.    Sales  from  the  fire  up  to  the 


15th  of  January  averaged  $17  54.  I  pat  tbia 
fact  against  the  statement  of  the  Tribune  that 
we  were  selling  at  rates  from  twenty  to  twenty- 
two  dollars.  Now  i  wish  to  give  an  average 
of  the  sales  prior  to  the  fire.  Our  sales  in  July, 
1871,  averaged  $15  94 ;  in  August,  $16  97  j 
in  September,  $17  16;  and  in  October,  taking 
the  whole  month  through,  $17  70 ;  only  fifty- 
four  cents  more  than  the  average  sales  of  the 
month  preceding  the  fire. 

I  have  taken  this  much  time  on  a  matter  of 
a  personal  nature  to  settle  a  Question  that  has 
become  public,  made  so  by  tke  press  of  Chi- 
cago, who  are  attempting  to  make  it  appear 
that  exorbitant  prices  are  asked  to  effect  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  It  is  used  here  for  that 
purpose  ;  the  press  of  Chicago  will  not  correct 
its  misrepresentations,  and  I  am  therefore 
driven  to  this  public  correction  that  justice 
may  be  done  to  lumber  dealers  iu  that  city. 

Mr.  President,  having  stated  the  prices  of 
lumber  op  to  the  15th  of  January,  to  meet 
and  overthrow  the  allegation  that  prices  were 
extortionate,  I  come  now  to  the  telegram  from 
E.  B.  'Ward,  of  Detroit,  who  baa  contributed 
so  much  to  the  prosperity  of  Chicago,  building 
two  large  rolling-mills  in  that  city  and  one 
establishment  for  the  manufacture  of  steel 
rails.  He  also  indirectly  is  a  lumberman,  and 
has  telegraphed  me  that  his  locality  ^'will  fur- 
nish fifty  million  feet,  delivered  in  Chicago 
mill  run,  at  fourteen  dollars  per  thousand." 
I  have  another  dispatch  from  Chicago  dealers: 

'*  Will  sell  our  portion  of  lumber  to  rebuild  burnt 
district  at  averairo  prices  before  the  fire,  or  ten  mil- 
lion feet  at  seventeen  dollars  for  the  same  purpose, 
and  abate  two  dollars  a  thousand  on  the  whole." 

I  have  a  dispatch  from  the  firm  whose  name 
seems  to  have  appeared  by  some  means  to  a 
request  that  this  bill  be  passed,  and  presented 
by  the  junior  Senator  from  Illinois,  dated 
Chicago,  February  28: 

**  We  will  furnish  twenty -five  million  feet  mtll-ran 
lumber,  if  wanted,  at  seventeen  dollars  per  thou- 
sand." 

I  have  shown  by  difieraot  lumbermen  their 
views  of  the  future  price  of  lumber;  and  I  will 
give  one  or  two  more,  and  with  that  close: 

Mdskegon,  Micrigav,  Fd>r%arv  28. 1872. 
Hon.  T.  W.  FsBKY,  United  Stafet  Senate.' 

Muskeffon  lumbermen  will  sell  their  jtro  raia 
share  of  fifty  million  feet  of  mill-run  lumber  for 
rebuilding  toe  burnt  district  of  Chicago  at  their 
cargo  sales  last  year  previous  to  the  fire.  Davis  A 
Mason  will  contract  twenty  million  feet  as  above. 

L.  a.  MASON  &  CO. 

Cutler  &  Savidge,  of  Spring  Lake,  Michi- 
gan, offer  to  sell  ten  million  feet  the  coming 
season  at  fourteen  dollars  per  thousand. 

I  have  thus  shown  in  the  judgment  of  lum- 
bermen their  view  of  the  market  the  current 
year,  and  I  have  entered  into  this  exhibit  to 
show  the  fact  that  from  all  indications  and 
from  the  large  quantity  of  lumber  coming  into 
market  in  order  to  save  the  timber  that  has 
been  injured  by  fire,  the  prices  this  year  will 
rule  lower  than  they  did  last.  There  is  there- 
fore no  argument  in  favor  of  tbe  passage  of 
this  bill  on  the  ground  that  this  commodity  at 
least  will  be  higher  in  the  market  than  it  was 
last  year.-  I  did  design,  Mr.  President,  to  go 
on  and  read  letters  from  the  city  of  Chicago, 
stating  that  they  were  unable  to  express  them- 
selves in  any  other  way,  and  giving  me  the 
liberty  of  reading  their  letters.  In  fact  I  will 
read  one,  and  perhaps  that  is  a  type  of  the 
rest: 

"  That  on  account  of  the  great  fires  of  1871,  there 
has  been  such  a  great  increase  in  tbe  amount  of  logs 
put  in  on  the  lumbering  streams  whose  product  is 
marketed  in  Chicago,  that  to-day  any  parties  who 
wish  to  use  lumber  for  any  purpose  whatever  can 
contract  without  any  difficulty  tor  all  the  common 
lumber,  sixteen  feet  and  under,  they  may  want  at 
sixteen  dollars  per  thousand,  the  lumber  to  be  de- 
livered after  the  opening  of  navigation,  in  equal 
amounts  through  the  months  of  May,  June.  July, 
August,  and  September.  We  can  not  only  buy  at 
this  price,  but  we  shall  be  very  slad  to  sell  at  this 
price.  Such  being  the  facts,  wo  fail  to  see  any  rea- 
son in  Mr.  Looan^s  statement  that  unless  the  relief 
bill  was  passed  speculators  (».  e.  lumber  manufac* 
turers)  will  be  allowed  to  make  enormous  profits 
through  Chicago's  immediate  necessities.  Many  of 
the  largest  and  best  informed  lumber  maaufaotureit 
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arc  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  Ohioa«o  durins  tbo 

E resent  year.  1S72,  will  receive  from  thirteen  to 
t'teen  haiidred  million  feet,  while  the  largest 
amoant  ever  received  in  one  year  was  one  thousand 
and  eighteen  million  feet,  the  receipts  for  1870,  and 
therefore  they  believe  that  after  the  opening  of 
navigation  the  average  price  of  lumber  during  the 
season  of  navigation  will  be  lesa  than  the  average 
price  of  lumber  brought  here  from  the  commenoe- 
meot  of  1871  to  October  8,  ihe  time  of  the  fire. 

**  The  opinion  is  almost  universal  among  lumber 
dealers  and  manufacturers  (and  we  have  yet  to  hear 
of  the  first  exception)  that  the  receipts  of  lumber  in 
Chicago  for  1872  will  be  at  the  very  least  calculation 
from  twelve  hundred  to  twelve  hundred  and  fifty 
million  feet,  while  the  receipts  for  1871  were  one 
thousand  and  five  million  feet;  in  other  words,  that 
the  minimum  increase  in  our  lumber  receipts  will 
be  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  per  cent.,  which  is  so 
large  an  increase  as  to  make  the  idea  that  extor- 
tionate prices  will  be  exacted  from  Chicago  consum- 
ers simply  absurd. 

**0n  what  principle  of  justice  or  common  sense 
ihe  lumber-producing  intoreet  of  Michigan  and  Wis- 
consia  is  thus  selected  out  and  made  to  contribute 
thus  largely  to  the  rebuilding  of  Chicago  we  confess 
we  fail  to  see,  and  to  use  the  mildest  expression,  we 
ean  only  characterise  it  as  an  outrage  upon  every 
sentiment  of  justice,  and  as  coming  witn  exceed- 
ingly bad  grace  from  the  representatives  of  a  city 
whose  impecunious  people  on  one  day  last  week 
rabsicribea  $15,000  for  the  commendable  and  lauda- 
ble purpose  of  enjoying  three  nights  of  opertf  in  the 
Globe  Theater  of  this  city. 

"  We  cordislly  approve  a  direct  appropriation  of  a 
reasonable  amount  of  money  to  Chicago  as  a  meas- 
ure which  would  have  at  least  the  merit  of  equity 
and  fairness  to  those  thus  contributing,  but  as  for 
the  passage  of  the  relief  bill,  which  has  been  the 
subjeot  of  so  much  discussion,  and  whose  practical 
enforcement  would  inevitably  make  sucn  unjust 
and  injurious  discriminations,  we  sincerely  hope 
that  you  will  continue  to  oppose  it  with  all  the 
influence  yon  ean  honorably  bring  to  bear  upon  it." 

That  is  from  the  city,  of  Chicago.     Now  I 

desire  to  read  a  letter  from  the  firm  of  Phillips 

k  Brown  of  the  same  city,  one  of  the  firms  who 

signed  a  petition  for  the  p&sssge  of  the  bill 

presented  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois: 

'*  DsAB  Sib  :  I  have  seen  the  petition  forwarded  to 
Congress  from  Chicago  by  a  few  of  the  lumber  man- 
ufacturers residing  in  that  city,  praying  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  Chicago  relief  bill,  so  called,  and  as  my 
name  appears  in  connection  with  my  partner,  Mr. 
Phillips,  I  desire  to  enter  my  individual  protest. 

*'  i  am  oonfldent  that  two  thirds,  if  not  all  the 
signers,  prefer  that  the  bill  shall  not  pass;  and 
several  of  those  who  signed  the  petition  so  expressed 
themselves  to  me  in  Chicago  on  Friday  last. 

'*  If  General  XjOGAK  knew  how  the  intelligent  por- 
tions of  the  Illinois  people  look  upon  the  bill  he 
would  not  press  it  with  so  much  ability.  I  have 
failed  to  find  an  intelligent  man  that  thinks  tho  bill 
should  pass  because  the  principles  involved  are  cor- 
rect. The  most  of  those  who  are  in  favor  of  it  sym- 
pathise with  Chicago  and  believe  that  Chicago  is  as 
inueh  entitled  to  the  aid  by  repeal  of  duties  as  was 
Portland ;  but  two  wrongs  does  not  make  a  right." 

With  one  more  letter  I  will  cease  reading. 

"Our  papers  in  Chicago,  even  including  the  Jour- 
nal, are  trying  to  coerce  and  intimidate  opposition 
into  its  support.  I  need  not  add  any  argument  to 
your  exhaustive  objections  already  urged  against 
said  bill.  If  there  is  anything  that  will  make  our 
'  Chicago  firo '  and  '  our  great  affliction '  a  stench 
in  the  nostrils  of  the  world,  it  is  this  senseless  beg- 
ging for  rebates  in  the  name  of  charity. 

"But  I  will  suffgest  an  idea  to  you  that  will  ex- 
plain the  loud  cry  and  begging  of  our  newspaper 
corporations  for  the  passage  of  this  bill.  You  well 
know  that  they  are  rich  concerns,  owned  by  our 
richest  men,  and  they  all  contemplate  large  build- 
ing operations  the  coming  summer,  and  if  this  bill 
goes  through  they  will  save  largely  on  imported 
plate  glass  and  fine  hardware.  And  in  fact  it  is 
this  very  class  of  rich  men  who  alone  will  be  ben- 
efited by  this  rebate.  The  amount  going  to  a  poor 
man  who  builds  a  small  house  is  so  small  that  his 
counsel  fees  would  eat  it  all  up.  It  is  a  ftiisohievous 
bill  in  any  way  you  please  to  ipok  at  it." 

1  have  cited  these  as  indicative  of  the  senti- 
ments of  geuilemen  who  have  been  unable 
to  express  tbemselves  in  any  other  way  than 
by  sending  letters  here  to  my  colleague  and 
myself,  and  1  have  deemed  it  my  doty  to 
thus  utter  their  views  in  this  manner  as  there 
was  no  other  way  of  presenting  them. 

Now  I  come  back  to  the  question  involved, 
and  that  is  the  practical  effect  of  this  measure 
on  Wisconsin  and  Michigan.  Now  Chicago 
thrives  because  the  country  prospers.  Chi- 
cago thrives  because  Michigan  and  Wiscon- 
sin prosper  and  because  other  surrounding 
States  prosper.  Aside  from  the  manufac- 
turers, the  artisans  and  laborers,  the  citizens 
of  Chicago  make  their  capital  largely  out  of 
the  products  and  industry  of  others,  and 
depend  for  their  prosperity  and  riches  on  the 
prosperity  of  the  country.     The  wider  the 


land  that  contributes  to  Chicago  the  more 
rapidly  will  be  her  rehabilitation.  It  is  be- 
cause  of  this  that  I  would  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  those  burnt  hamlets,  those 
many  towns,  those  many  buildings,  those  poor 
who  have  been  swept  of  houses  and  occupa- 
tion, of  all  they  possessed,  by  fires  in  Michi- 
gan. I  would  also  add  that  Michigan  has  been 
trying  to  relieve  herself.  The  moment  she 
saw  she  could,  her  Governor  announced- that 
she  wished  no  more  relief,  that  she  could  take 
care  of  herself.  I  have  here  a  letter  from 
Manistee,  the  place  in  Michigan  that  suffered, 
perhaps,  more  than  any  other,  and  to  give  a 
little  idea  of  the  suffering  there,  I  will  read  a 
petition  received,  with  the  signatures  of  those 
attached,  and  its  statement  of  the  amount 
manufactured  by  them,  and  their  losses  by  fire 
respectively  in  October  last : 

To  the  UtiiUd  Statet  Senate  and 

ffoute  of  JUpreeentativet : 

We,  the  undersigned,  lumber  manufacturers  of 
Manistee,  Michigan,  do  most  respectfully  protest 
a^rainst  the  passage  of  the  so-ealled  Chicago  relief 
bill,  for  the  following  reasons: 

Jrirtt,  That  we  deem  it  unjost  to  legislate  for  one 
section  of  the  country  at  the  expense  and  to  the 
detriment  of  any  other  section. 

Second,  That  all  our  interests  here  are  dependent 
entirely  upon  lumber  for  theirsapport;  andtbatour 
city  and  property-holders  have  suffered  more  in  pro- 

f portion  than  Chicago  by  the  great  fires  of  October 
ast. 

Tyson  k  Robinson 30.000,000  $25,000 

Magill  &  Canfield 10.00  i.OOO  22.000 

John  Canfield 14.000,000  30.000 

Filer  &  Sons 14.000,000  10,000 

Green  &  Wilson 14.000.000  80.000 

Oifford  &  Baddock 20,000.000  50.000 

B.  O.  Peters  &  Co 12.000.000  15,000 

Engelman  A  Sellwig 12.000,000  1,000 

Charles  BieU  &  Brothers-.^.OOO.OOO 

Taggart  &  Thayer 1:2,000,000 

Louis  Sands 9.000,000 

Showing  a  loss  by  ten  lumbering  concerns 
of  $285,000. 

These  men  give  to  the  world  the  amount  in 
proportion  of  their  loss,  and  appeal  to  Con- 
gress that  in  relieving  the  Chicago  sufferers  it 
do  not  strike  down  their  efforts  to  recuperate 
themselves.  I  feel  as  their  representative  in 
part,  and  I  think  other  Senators  will  feel,  that 
they  have  rights  and  sufferings  that  are  worthy 
of  the  attention  of  Congress.  Why,  sir,  what 
does  Michigan  do,  and  what  has  she  done  for 
Chicago  and  States  of  the  Union?  Shefurnishes 
two  thousand  million  feet  of  lumber  a  year. 
She  furnishes  ai  million  tons  of  iron  ore,  one 
third  of  all  the  iron  smelted  in  the  United 
States;  a  hundred  thousand  tons  of  pig  iron, 
being  sixty  per  cent,  of  the  product  of  the 
nation.  She  furnishes  fourteen  thousand  tons 
of  copper,  supplying  two  thirds  of  all  the  cop- 

Ser  mined  in  the  United  States.  Her  salt  pro- 
uct  of  seven  hundred  thousand  barrels  mostly 
foes  into  the  city  of  Chicago  for  western  use. 
Ler  plaster  is.  used  for  the  enrichment  of  the 
prairies  of  Illinois  and  other  western  States, 
and  her  ground  plaster  decorates  the  walls  of 
your  city  mansions,  iler  fruit  product  last 
year  was  over  a  million  dollars.  Her  cereals 
include  the  finest  wheat  raised  in  the  United 
States.  Her  fisheries  are  of  great  value.  Her 
commerce  and  manufactures  all  contribute 
largely  to  the  growth  of  the  city  of  Chicago. 
It  is  her  market  of  sale  and  her  market  for 
purchase.  Largely  of  her  goods  are  purchased 
there,  and  when  the  Senators  from  Illinois 
contend  that  Chicago  should  be  re^rected  at 
the  expense  of  other  places,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered that  Michigan  contributes  largely  to  the 
growth  of  Chicago  and  is  entitled  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  representatives  of  that  city. 
She  pours  into  the  coffers  of  that  city;  she 
helps  to  support  and  enrich  her ;  and  she  is 
entitled  in  return  to  just  and  reciprocal  con- 
sideration. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  this  measure  will  not 
pass,  ana  that  the  amendment  I  have  offered, 
providing  upon  the  basis  of  the  Portland  pre- 
cedent that  $400,000  shall  be  appropriated  for 
the  relief  of  the  sufferers  iu  Chicago,  will  pro- 


vail.    Since  the  mayor  of  Chicago  has  alluded 
to  the  support  afforded  the  Republic  in  its 

freat  national  struggle  by  the  State  of  Illinois, 
will  say  in  behalf  of  my  own  State  that  she 
cheerfully  sent  one  twelith  of  her  population 
for  the  defense  of  the  country  and  sacrificed 
one  eighth  of  those  sent  for  the  life  of  the  nation, 
while  Illinois  sacrificed  hardly  one  tenth  of 
those  she  sent.  Michigan  is  entitled  to  con- 
sideration on  that  account.  It  should  be  re* 
membered  that  under  the  shades. of  her  oaks 
was  organized  the  very  party  that  gives  this 
Congress  its  majority.  There  it  was  baptized. 
There  the  banner  of  the  Republican  party  was 
first  thrown  to  the  breeze.  Wisconsin,  the 
verv  State  that  now  stands  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  Michigan  in  the  advocacy  of  this  amend- 
ment^ followed  in  the  wake.  So,  upon  every 
principle  of  interest,  of  duty,  of  love  of  coun- 
try and  fealty  to  the  nation  in  her  extremity, 
and  in  justice,  I  ask  that  Michigan  shall  be 
fairly  treated,  and  that  the  trade  and  commerce 
of  the  country  shall  not  be  disturbed  by  the 
passage  of  the  bill  as  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  {Mr.  An- 
THOKY  in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Marvland.  On  this 
question  I  have  paired  with  the  Senator  from 
Siaiue,  [Mr.  Mobrill.]  I  am  opposed  to  this 
bill  and  he  is  for  it;  but  upon  this  particular 
question  I  suppose  we  should  both  vgte  *'no.'' 
1  do  not  know  exactly  what  to  do  about  this, 
for  I  am  opposed  to  this  amendment  as  well 
as  the  bill ;  and  he  would  be  opposed  to  it  as 
he  is  in  favor  of  the  bill.  Under  the  circum- 
stances I  hardly  know  what  to  do.  I  prefer 
not  to  vote  at  all. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  On  this  question  I  am  paired 
with  the  Senator  from  Nebraska,  [Mr.  Hitch- 
cock.] I  would  vote  for  this  amendment,  and 
be,  if  present,  would  vote  against  it. 

The  question  being  taken  oy  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — ^yeas  14,  nays  26 ;  as  follows : 

TBAS^Meesrs.  Anthony,  Blair.Carnenter,  Chand- 
ler, Cole,  Conklins.  Corbett.  Cragiu,  Ferry  of  Mich- 
igan, Frelinghuvsen,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Howe, 
Johnfton,  and  Morrill  of  Vermont**14. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Boreman.  Caldwell.  Cooper.  Fen- 
ton.  Goldthwaite,  Kellogff,  Kelly,  Losan,  Norwood, 
Nye.  Osbom,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Saulsoury,  Sawyer, 
Sehurs.  Sherman,  Stevenson.  Trumbull,  Viokers. 
West.  Windom.  and  Wrigbt— 23. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Aloorn,  Ames.Bavard,  Brown- 
low,  Backingfaam.  Cameron.  Casserly.  ClaytoA,  Davis 
of  Kentucky.  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  £dmunds. 
Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Flanagan,  Gilbert.  Hamilton 
of  Maryland,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Hill,  Uitchcook, 
Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Patterson.  Pool, 
Pratt,  Kamsev,  Robertson,  Scott,  Spencer^  Spragne. 
Stewart,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Thurman,  Tipton,  and 
Wilson— 36. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  only  want  to  occupy 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  two  or  three 
minutes  on  the  featura  of  the  case  which  has 
been  discussed  for  the  past  hour.  It  is  no 
Chicago  question  at  all ;  it  is  a  question  inter- 
esting to  the  whole  Northwest,  it  is  said  to 
be  a  (question  whether  lumber  shall  be  cheap 
in  Chicago.  We  have  had  two  hours*  discus- 
sion on  that  subject.  But  if  it  is  to  be  cheap 
in  Chicago,  a  great  many  people  will  be  glad 
of  it.  The  people  of  Chicago  are  not  the  only 
nor  the  chief  parties  that  purchases  lumber  in 
Chicago.  Not  one  tenth  of  the  lumber  bought 
iu  Chicago  is  bought  for  their  use  there.  Chi- 
cago regulates  the  price  of  lumber  in  St.  Louis 
and  all  up  and  down  the  Missouri  river,  in 
Kansas,  and  everywhere  iu  the  Northwest. 
This  giving  a  drawback  of  the  duties  on  fifty 
million  feet  used  in  Chicago  is  not  a  drop  in 
the  bucket.  It  will  not  aifect  the  price  of 
lumber  two  bits  in  a  thousand.  Millions  on 
millions  of  feet  are  sold  in  Chicago,  but  not 
to  Chicago  people. 


1804 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  19, 


The  building  they  an  ^ing  to  erect  in 
Chicago  Are  not  to  be  erected  out  of  pine  lum- 
ber. If  they  put  up  buildings  fit  for  the  name 
of  the  city,  in  vte«r  of  the  experience  they 
have  hftd,  they  will  erect  buildings  that  will 
not  waste  away  before  a  breath  of  fire ;  and 
pine  lumber  is  the  least  that  goes  into  this 
Item.  I  represent,  or  try  to  represent  on  this 
floor,  half  a  million  people  who  have  either 
got  their  houses  built  or  have  to  build  them 
on  the  naked  prairie,  and  if  lumber  can  be 
made  any  cheaper  they  will  be  glad  of  it. 
We  have  jpaid  the  tariff  on  lumber  long  enough. 
We  buy  in  Chicago,  or,  if  we  do  not,  we  buy 
where  the  market  is  regulated  by  Chicago. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  ?  I  know  bow  faithfully 
be  always  represents  the  people  of  Kansas ; 
and  if  they  are  paying  too  high  a  sum  for  lum* 
ber,  as  he  says  they  are,  on  the  authority  of 
those  Senators  who  advocate  this  bill  it  is  per- 
fectly constitutional  before  it  passes  to  amend 
it  by  applying  this  bill  to  the  whole  State  of 
Kansas,  and  I  will  vote  with  the  Senator.  I 
hope  he  will  not  desert  his  constituents  on  the 
subject  of  lumber. 

M  r.  PO  M  E  RO  r.  I  am  not  going  to  desert 
my  constituents ;  but  I  think  this  thing  is  mag- 
nitied.  It  should  be  belittled  because  it  is  a 
little  thing.  The  lumber  wanted  by  ihe  burnt 
district  of  Chicago  is  a  little  thing;  it  is  a 
trifle ;  it  will  not  affect  the  market  two  shillings 
on  a  thousand,  and  if  it  would  affect  it  I  would 
be  glad  of  it.  To  either  favor  a  drawback  or 
delay  the  passage  of  this  bill  on  account  of 
lumber  is  of  no  importance.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  did  make  some  remarks 
that  attracted  my  attention  and  made  me  hesi- 
tate, somewhat,  because  he  went  to  other  con- 
siderations ;  but  to  spend  time  in  tryingto  show 
to  the  Senate  that  lumber  should  not  be  re- 
duced in  its  price  because  a  few  men  in  the 
burnt  district  of  Chicago  want  to  buy  some, 
is  magnifying  a  little  thing  to  too  great  import- 
ance. 

The  lumber  to  be  bought  for  the  burnt  dis- 
trict in  Chicago  is  too  small  a  consideration,  I 
think,  to  be  even  counted  in  the  estimate  of 
the  price  of  lumber.  The  State  of  Illinois 
buys  lumber,  the  State  of  Iowa  buys  lumber, 
Kansas  and  all  the  West  buy  lumber,  and  this 
burnt  district  in  Chicago  will  not  buy  a  wagon- 
load  where  we  buy  trains  of  it,  millions  on 
millions  of  feet 

Mr.  HOWE.  Will  my  friend  allow  me  to 
tktk  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  did  not  intend  to  oc- 
cupy as  much  time  as  I  have.  I  want  to  v6te» 
I  will  yield,  of  course. 

Mr.  fiO  WE.  I  ask  the  Senator  if  he  thinks 
this  lumber  (juesdon  is  a  very  small  thin^  to 
the  burnt  district  of  Chicago,  and  if  it  is  a 
small  thiiig  to  the  people  who  manufacture  the 
lumber,  is  it  not  a  small  thing  to  those  who 
are  going  to  buy  7  Is  it  not  just  as  much  of  an 
injury  to  the  people  who  furnish  the  lumber 
from  northern  Wisconsin  as  it  is  to  the  people 
of  Chicago  who  buv  it? 

Mr.  POMEROY^.  The  people  of  Chicago 
who  buy  it  are  not  to  be  injured,  but  to  be 
benefited,  as  1  understand. 

Mr.  HOWE.  And  to  the  extent  that  thev 
are  benefited  those  who  famish  it  are  injurea. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  benefit  is  so  slight 
that  I  say  it  is  not  worth  while  consuming  the 
time  of  the  Senate  about  it.  It  will  not  affect 
the  price,  of  lumber  two  shillings.  Good 
judges  on  this  subject  have  told  me  they  did 
not  believe  it  would  affect  it  ten  cents.  And 
yet  we  have  had  newspaper  articles  and  letters 
read  while  I  have  been  waiting  and  waiting 
to  pass  this  bill  because  of  its  effect  on  the 
price  of  lumber  Why,  sir,  the  great  markets 
of  the  Northwest  will  not  be  affected  by  what 
lumber  goes  upon  this  burnt  district ;  that  im- 
mense region  of  country  is  destitute  of  lumber 
and  goes  to  Chicago  to  buy  it ;  or  if  it  does  not 
buy  it  there  it  buys  it  at  St.  Louis  and  on  the 
Mississippi  river  where  the  price  is  Kgalated 


by  Chicago^  If  you  will  lessen  the  price  in 
Chicago  two  bits  a  thousand,  men  wilt  go 
there  Instead  of  to  St.  Louis ;  and  the  markets 
of  the  two  Cities  are  always  in  relation  to  each 
other.  Lumber  has  as  regular  a  market  price 
in  the  great  Northwest  as  have  stooks  in  New 
York.  If  it  raises  three  cents  in  one  market 
it  is  felt  in)he  other  at  once.  What  is  con- 
tained in  this  drawback  for  the  Chicago  burnt 
district  is  not  a  drop  in  the  bucket;  it  is  not 
worth  talking  about. 

The  PREdlDINQ  OFFICER.  The  ques* 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Finance  as  a  substitute  for  the  House 
bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wish  to  ask  a  question 
of  the  Chair.  Suppose-  the  amendment  is 
adopted,  wilt  it  then  be  in  order  to  move  to 
strike  out  the  second  section  if  that  be  the 
Section  in  reference  to  drawbacks? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  not 
"be  in  order  now  in  committee.  It  will  be  in 
order  in  the  Senate  when  the  bill  shall  have 
been  reported. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  This  is  an  amendment 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I 
should  like  to  know  how  you  can  strike  it  out 
in  the  Senate? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  question  will  be  on 
concurring. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Chair  be  kind 
enough  to  state  in  what  attitude  that  will  leave 
the  question? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senate 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole  will  have  adopted 
the  amendment,  and  when  the  bill  comes  into 
the  Senate  the  Senate  can  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  the  error  of  the 
Senator  from  Kansas  is  that  we  are  not  con- 
curring in  the  amendment  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  but  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  On  this 
question,  as  I  stated  before,  I  am  paired  with 
the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Morrill.]  He 
woeld  have  voted  for  the  bill  and  I  against  it. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  On  this  question  I  am 
paired  with  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr. 
Saulsburt.]  If  he  were  here  he  would  vote 
against  the  amendment  and  j^should  vote  for  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  some  of  the  gentle- 
men who  have  paired  would  vote  it  would  not 
change  the  result  and  would  give  us  a  quorum. 

The  roll  was  again  called*,  and  the  result 
annonnced*^yeas  24,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

YBAS^-MessTS.  Anthony.  Blair,  Boreman,  Cald- 
well, Cooper.  Fenton,  Uamliton  of  Texaa,  Hitch- 
cock, KoUoflrff,  Logftn,  Morrill  of  VormoDL  Nye, 
Osbom,  Potneroy,  Prfttt,  Rice,  Sawyer.  Scburt, 
Hherman.  Trambttll,  Viokers,  West,  Windom,  and 
Wright-24. 
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Johnfftnn.  Norwood,  Soott,  and  Steveoson— 14. 

ABSENT— Measrs.  Alcorn,  Ames.  Bayard,  Brown- 
low,  Cameron,  Casserly,  Clayton,  Cole,  Corbett, 
Davit  of  Kentucky,  Edmands,  Ferry  of  Connecti- 
cat,  Flana«an,  Gilbert.  Hamilton  of  Marjf'land, 
Hamlin.  Harlan,  Hill,  Kelly.  Lewis,  Morrill  of 
Maine,  Morton,  Patterson.  Pool.  Ramsey,  Robert- 
son, Saulsbury,  Spencer.  Sprafue,  Stewart,  Stock- 
ton. Sumoer,  Tburman,  Tipton,  and  Wilson-^ 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  desire  to  offer  an 
amendment  now  adding  Peshtigo  in  Wiscon- 
sin, and  Manistee  in  Michigan. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  should  like 
to  make  a  suggestion  to  the  Senate  that  we 
shall,  by  unanimous  consent,  agree  to  take  the 
question  upon  this  bill,  amendments  and  all, 
to- morrow  at  one  o^ clock  without  further 
debate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Vermont  proposes  that  the  Senate 
shall  vote  to-morrow  at  one  o* clock  upoft  the 
attkendmciite  and  o^on  the  bill  without  forthw 


NAYS— Messrs.  Backincham^arpenter,  Chand- 
ler. Conkling.  Cranio,  Davie  of  West  Virginia,  Ferry 
of  Miehigan.   Frelinghuysen,  Goldthwaite,  Howe, 


debate.  Is  such  the  general  consent  of  the 
Senate? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  not  the  Senator 
consent  to  make  it  two  o* clock  rather  than 
one? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  think  it 
had  t>etter  be  one. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Trumbull]  and  myself  both 
desire  to  make  short  speeches  on  this  subject 
and  paired  off  to-night.  If  the  Senator  will 
permit  us  to  speak  very  briefly  to-morrow,  to 
divide  the  time  from  one  to  two  o'clock  between 
us,  and  let  the  Senate  vote  at  two  o'clock,  iliat 
will  be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  hope  not. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  It  is  only  one  hour. 
["Agreed  1"     "Agreed  1"] 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  If  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  there  is  to  be  debate 
for  only  one  hour,  I  shall  not  object,  although 
there  has  been  two  days'  debate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  modifles  his  proposition  so  that 
at  two  o'clock  to-  morrow  the  Senate  commence 
to  vote  upon  the  amendments  and  upon  the 
pending  bill  without  further  debate. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  wish  to  object  to  that, 
but  I  wish  to  give  notice  of  an  amendment 
that  I  desire  to  offer  at  that  time. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  will 
be  within  the  spirit  of  the  understanding. 

Mr.  FERRi ,  of  Mjchigan.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary for  any  Senator  to  give  notice  of  aa 
amendment,  I  suppose. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  not 
Any  amendment  will  be  in  order  to-morrow ; 
but  it  will  be  entertained  and  disposed  of  with- 
out debate  after  two  oVlock. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  That  beinr 
the  understanding  stated  from  the  Chair,  I 
move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Pending  the 
motion,  the  Chair  will  ascertain  whether  the 
proposition  is  properly  understood.  It  is  ihat 
at  two  O'clock  to-morrow,  bv  unanimous  con- 
sent, the  Senate  will  proceea  to  vote  upon  the 
pending  amendments  to  the  bill,  and  any  other 
amendments  that  may  be  proposed,  without 
further  debate. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  And  the  time  between 
one  and  two  o'clock  shall  be  divided  between 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  and  myself 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Such  the 
Chair  understands  to  be  the  agreement.  The 
Senator  from  Vermont  moves  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  (at  five 
o'clock  and  forty-five  minutes  p.  ra.)  the  Sen- 
ate aci^ourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  March  19,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butlbr,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

BUTH  A.  MAXINBB. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  ask  nnanimons  con- 
sent to  introduce  for  consideration  at  this 
time  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  a  very  necessi- 
tous widow. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2025)  for  the  relief  of  Ruth  A.  Maziner 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  pay  to  Mrs.  Ruth  A.  Mazinor,  widow  of 
Juhus  A.  Maziner,  late  a  private  in  company 
I,  eleventh  New  York  cavalry  volunteers,  the 
sum  of  eight  dollars  a  month  from  the  death 
of  her  husband,  April  11,  1866.  to  the  26th 
day  of  June,  1871,  the  date  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  pension  heretofore  allowed  to 
her ;  and  also  to  pay  to  the  minor  children  of 
said  Ruth  A.  Mariner,  for  the  period  afore- 
(NMd|  the  SUA  to  whiek  they  woaid  ham  been 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE, 


1805 


entitled  if  they  had  heen  pentioaed  from  thtt 
day  of  the  death  of  the  father. 

Mr.  WHEELER.  I  giibmlt  a  brief  mm* 
mary  of  the  evidence  as  prepared  by  ma  on  an 
exa  mi  nation  of  ibe  proof,  it  is  proven  that 
Julitia  A.  Mazioer,  private  in  company  I, 
eleventh  regiment  New  York  cavalry  volun- 
teers, the  husband  of  the  peiiiioneri  died  in 
the  service  on  the  llih  day  of  April)  1865; 
that  on  the  8d  day  of  February,  1866,  the 
petitioner  made,  signed,  and  verified  an  appli- 
cation for  a  pension  before  the  deputy  county 
clerk  of  the  county  of  St.  Lawrence,  New 
York.  This  fact  is  proven  as  well  by  the 
Bwojrn  statement  of  the  petitioner  as  by  the 
affidavit  of  the  county  clerk;  that  said  appli- 
cation was  drawn  by  aud  put  in  charge  of  one 
Ueiiry  Thompson,  a  claim  agent,  who  prom- 
ised to  forward  the  same  to  the  Commissioner 
of  Pensions,  and  prosecute  the  same  to  com- 
pletion, ana  who  at  divers  times  afterward 
assurea  the  petitioner  that  the  claim  was 
being  duly  prosecuted,  and  that  she  would  in 
due  time  receive  her  pension ;  in  all  which 
statements  the  petitioner  confided ;  that  after 
the  lapse  of  years,  the  petitioner,  wearied 
with  delay,  addressed  a  fetter  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  which  was  referred 
by  him  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions, 
who  thereupon  wrote  to  the  petitioner  that 
her  application  for  a  pension  had  never  been 
received  at  his  Department,  which  was  the 
first  knowledge  she  bad  oif  the  fact ;  that  more 
than  five  years  had  then  elapsed  since  the 
death  of  her  husband;  that  immediately  upon 
the  receipt  of  such  letter,  she  had  prepared  and 
forwarded  a  new  declaration,  and  on  the  26th 
dfty  of  February,  1872,  was  granted  a  pension 
to  commence  on  the  26th  day  of  June,  1871 ; 
that  without  fault  on  her  part,  and  owing  to 
the  neglect  and  misrepresentation  of  the  said 
claim  agent,  she  lost  her  pension,  and  that  of 
her  minor  children,  from  the  date  of  her  hus- 
band's death,  April  11, 1866,  to  June  26, 187L 
The  petitioner  believes  that  having  in  good 
faith  undertaken  to  comply  with  the  law,  she 
should  not  be  prejudiced  by  the  neglect  and 
misrepresentations  of  her  unfaithful  attorney* 
and  therefore  asks  a  special  act  for  her  relief. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WuBELER  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TAX  ON  COTTON. 

Mr.  McHENRY,  by  unanimous  consent, 
presented  the  following  resolutions  of  the 
Legislatara  of  the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  re- 
gard to  the  tax  on  cotton  levied  by  the  Gen- 
eral Oovernmeat;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed : 

RMolationa  in  regard  to  tax  on  cotton  levied  by  the 
General  QovemmoDt. 

Whereas  the  tax  upoa  ootton*  levied  and  oollected 
by  tbc  Oiiveroment  of  the  United  States  daring  the 
years  1865. 1866,  and  1S67,  was,  in  our  judguont,  moa^ 
uojuft  and  oppreeeive  to  the  people  of  the  cotton- 
growing  States,  in  that  it  wua  a  direot  tax  upon 
indoatry,  and  imposed  upon  them  at  a  time  when 
they  were  proetrated  and  impoverished  by  war  and 
the  attendant  consequences;  and  whoreas  the  peo- 

£ie  of  those  States  have,  through  their  respective 
legislatures  and  Chambers  of  Commerce,  petitioned 
tlie  C«»ngreM  of  the  United  States  to  authoriie  the 
refunding  of  this  tax ;  and  whereas  we  believe  the 
refanding  of  this,  an  unequal  tax,  levied  as  it  was 
on  the  industry  of  a  minority  of  the  States,  to  be 
only  a  matter  of  evon-handed  but  tardy  justice  to 
those  with  wbura  the  people  of  this  State  arc  iden* 
.tified,  as  well  by  ties  of  blood  as  by  common  inter- 
cut: Therefore, 

1.  //€  it  reaoivtdbythe  Qtneral  Avtcmbly  of  the  Cbm- 
montceuUh  n/ KftUuck^,  Tbat  we  do  most  rcspeotfully 
ftiid  earnestly  memorialize  the  honorable  the  Con- 
rress  of  the  iJoited  States  to  passalaw  refunding  to 
Ibe  people  of  the  cotton*growiBg  Slates  the  amount 
of  taxes  collected  on  cotton  during  the  years  I860, 
IWS.  and  1867.  ^  .   .       .  ,. 

2.  Rttolted,  That  the  Qovemor  m  hereby  autbor- 
ised  and  reqaestad  to  (raasaiit  aeopy  of  this  tt«m«- 


rial  to  the  Conmrets  of  the  United  Statea  throngh  our 
Senators  and  Representatives  therein. 

JAMES  B.  MoCRBART. 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  iteprrtentativeiu 
JOHN  G.  CARLISLE. 

Speaker  of  th4  iknai^* 

Approved  December  16,  1S71. 

P.  H.  LESLIB. 
By  the  Governor: 

A.  J.  JUiMES, 

BRIDOR  ACROSS  THK  MISSISSIPPI  RITKR. 

Mr.  HAWLEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  {H.  H.  No.  2026)  to  authorize 
the  construction  of  a  wagon  and  railroad  bridge 
across  the  Mississippi  rivei*at  Quincy,  Illinois, 
and  to  establish  the  same  as  a  post  route ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  aodordered 
to  be  printed, 

DR.  J.  B.  nOWARD. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  1  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  Stthmit  the  following  resolution : 

Reeolvedt  Tbat  the  President  is  hereby  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  House,  if  not  incompatible 
with  the  public  iaterests,  aJl  the  information  m  4>oa^ 
session  of  the  Government  relative  to  the  case  of 
Dr.  J.  B.  Howard,  a  native  of  Philadelphia  and  a 
citisen  of  the  United  States,  now  held  by  theSpanish 
authorities  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  and  what,  if  an;|r, 
steps  have  been  taken  to  protect  the  rights  of  this 
American  oitisen,  who,  it  is  alleged  from  various  re- 
speotable  sources,  has  been  aniustly  arrested,  eon* 
demned,  and  transported  to  a  Spanish  penal  settle- 
ment on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  object  to  that  resolution. 
Let  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 

Affairs. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  This  man  was  trans- 
ported yesterday  to  the  coast  of  Africa  on  a 
steamer  from  Havana. 

Mr.  BANKS.  There  ought  to  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HALB.  I  withdraw  the  objection  if 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  thinks  that  resolution  is  right. 

Mr.  BANKS.  ^  I  desire  to  say  tbat  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  hsA  given  some 
attention  to  this  subject. 

No  further  objection  being  made,  the  reisola- 
tiou  was  considered,  and  agreed  to. 

PUBLICATION  OF  THK  LATTS. 

Hr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Reeohedt  That  the  Secretar/  of  State  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  requested  to  transmit  to  this  House  a  list 
of  the  names  of  nil  newspapers  authorised  to  publish 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  with  their  respective 
post  offices,  and  with  a  statement  of  the  amounts 
already  paid  to  each,  aad  yet  due  to  eachi  for  the 
publication  of  the  same. 

Mr.  McGREW.     I  object. 

CAPTURK  OF  THK  ALBKMABLK. 

Mr.  WILLARD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  reported  back  Senate  bill 
No.  716|  relating  to  the  capture  of  the  Albe- 
marle, and  moved  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
billj  and  tbat  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on.  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  COX.  I  made  the  motion  that  this  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
but  by  some  error  it  was  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Foreign  Affairs.  It  relates  to  a 
very  meritorious  case,  and  I  ask  unanimoua 
con^nt  that  it  be  taken  up  now  and  passed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  will  be  read, 
a{ler  which  objection  to  its  present  consider- 
ation will  be  iu  order. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  the  prize 
case  of  the  rebel  iron-clad  man-of-war  Albe- 
marie  shUU  be  taken  up  and  examined  by 
the  proper  United  States  court,  that  the  cap- 
tors may  obtain  an  appraisal  such  as  is  required 
by  the  pi  ize  laws  of  Congress. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  The  Committee  on  Na- 
val Affairs  have  carefully  examined  into  the 
subject  of  this  bill  and  are  in  favor  of  its  pas- 
sive. It  will  only  delay  the  natter  to  refer  this 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affalca.  1  ask 
thjat  it  be  passed  oaw. 


No  objection  was  mada ;  and  the  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  COX  moved  to  reconsider  tha  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

0.  J.  JBNNINQS. 

TheSPEAKEU,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  communioation  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
0.  J.  Jennings  for  compensation  for  removing 
breakwater  and  dred^^ing  on  harbor  at  Dun- 
kirk, New  York;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

G.  U  MANNING  ANP  K.  B.  GRISWOLP. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimoua  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  frouA 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  George  L.  Manning  and  Edward  B.  Gris- 
wold  for  services  performed  by  them  as  re- 
cruiting agents  in  the  years  1868  and  1864; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

LIEUTKNANT  J.  SCOTT  PATNK. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  response 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in  rela- 
tion to  House  bill  No.  1530,  for  the  relief 
of  Lieutenant  J.  Scott  Payne;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 

MONTANA  INDIAN  WAR  CLAIMS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  Montana 
Indian  war  claims  of  1867. 

Mr.  COBURN.  That  subject  is  being  ex- 
amined by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  1  move  that  it  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Montana  Indian  war 
claims,  referred  to  in  this  claim,  are  embraced 
in  these  volumes,  [indicating  a  package  of 
several  volumes, ]  and  a  large  trunk  or  box 
full  of  vouchers.  They  will  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  without  being 
printed,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

BKPItKDATIONS  OV  CBBTBNNX  INDIANS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  Luttrick  k  Whitaker,  on  ac- 
count of  depredations  committed  by  Cheyenne 
Indians  in  1867 ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

ALASKA. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  eon- 
sent,  laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation 
to  the  condition  of  the  in habi rants  of  Alaska 
who  resided  there  prior  to  and  at  the  date  of 
our  acquisition  of  that  territory;  which  was 
referred  lo  the  Committee  on  the  Territories, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NBZ  PKRC8  INDIANS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communicaiion  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the 
third  article  of  the  treaty  of  August  18,  1868, 
with  the  Nes  Perce  Indians;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairt* 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

KXPLORATtON  OF  COLORADO  RIVKR. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  claim 
of  Samuel  Adams,  for  services  in  exploring 
the  Colorado  river ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

LAWS  OF  DISTRICT  OF  COLCMBIA. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consaat, 
laid  before  the  HoiiM  a  communication  firom 
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the  secretary  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  trans- 
mitting four  copies  of  the  laws  passed  at  the 
first  and  second  special  sessions  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

DBLAWARB  RIVER. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent,  laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  relation 
to  navigation  in  the  Delaware  river,  &c. ;  which 
was  rererred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HBXICAN  OUTaAOKS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  alleged 
ontrages  perpetrated  by  citizens  of  the  repub- 
lic of  Mexico,  or  Indians  domiciled  in  Mexican 
territory;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

KLBCtlON  CONTEST OIDDINGS  TS,  CLARK. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
additional  testimony  in  the  contested  election 
case  of  Giddings  vs.  Clark,  from  the  third  con- 
gressional district  of  the  State  of  Texas ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

BLKCTION CONTEST WHITMORB  VS.  HKRNDON. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
additional  testimony  in  the  contested-election 
case  of  Whitraore  o«.  Hemdon,  from  the  first 
congressional  district  of  the  State  of  Texas  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. 

KNROLLBD  BILLS  SIQNKD. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  examined  and  found  truly  enrolled  bills 
of  the  following  titles;  when  the  Speaker 
signed  the  same : 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  624)  granting  a  pension 
to  Elizabeth  H.  Morgan ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1058)  granting  a  pension 
to  Margaret  Coggins,  widow  of  Philip  Coggins ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No  1209)  granting  a  pension 
to  George  St.  Louis ;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1761)  extending  the  time 
for  the  completion  of  the  Portage  lake  and 
Lake  Superior  ship- canal. 

CONGRESSIONAL  DKBATBS. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  I  call  for  the 
regular  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  House  resumes  the  considera- 
tion of  Senate  bill  No.  681,  to  provide  for  the 
reporting  and  printing  of  the  (Abates  in  Con- 
gress. The  question  is,  shall  the  bill  be  read 
a  third  time? 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  desire  to  send  to  the 
Clerk^a  desk,  to  be  read  for  information,  an 
amendment  which  I  wish  to  offer. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be 
again  read. 

The  bill  was  read.  ^  The  first  section  directs 
the  Congressional  Printer  to  enter  into  a  con- 
tract with  Franklin  Rives,  Jefferson  Rives,  and 
George  A.  Bailey  for  the  reporting  and  print- 
ing of  the  debates  in  Congress  for  the  term  of 
two  years,  on  and  from  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1871,  in  accordance  with  a  proposed  form  of 
contract  from  the  said  Rives  &  Bailey,  submit- 
ted to  and  approved  by  the  joint  Committee 
on  Public  Printing  on  the  part  of  the  Sen- 
ate. The  second  section  appropriates  the  sum 
of  $400,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  the  accounts  having  been  approved 
as  in  previous  years,  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House  or 
their  representatives. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Coburn]  desires  to  offer  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  KELLEY.     I  object. 


Mr.  COBURN.  I  desire  that  it  may  be 
read  for  information. 

Mr.  KELLEY.     I  object. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Kellet,]  who 
appears,  to  have  charge  of  this  bill,  whether 
this  contract  contains  any  provision  requir- 
ing that  the.appointment  of  reporters  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Speaker  of  the  House,  or 
whether  that  is  covered  by  the  rules? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  do  not  propose  to  open 
the  debate;  but  I  will  answer  that  the  report- 
ers are  nominated  by  the  proprietors  or  the 
Globe  and  confirmed  by  tne  Committee  on 
Printing  of  each  House  respectively. 

Mr.  COBURN.     I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  BEA TTY.  I  desire  to  say  that  noth- 
ing of  that  sort  is  in  the  contract,  if  it  is  cor- 
rectly stated  in  the  paper  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  The  previous  quesuon,  I 
believe^  has  been  ordered,  and  I  object  to 
reopening  the  question. 

Mr.  KhiRR.  I  desire  to  put  a  question  to 
the  'gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Kbl- 

LEY.J 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  is  made  to 
debate.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Kerr]  asks  unanimous  consent  to  address  a 

Question  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  Kellet.] 

Mr.  COBURN.     I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  AMBLER.  I  move  that  the  House 
now  adjourn. 

On  the  question,  there  were — ayes  13,  noes 
85 ;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  AMBLER.     1  insist  on  a  further  count. 

Mr.  FARNSVVORTH.  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

On  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  there  were — 
ayes  22,  noes  95. 

Mr.  FARNS\yORTH.  I  call  for  tellers  on 
ordering  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Farnsworth 
and  Mr.  Kellet  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided  ;  aud  the  tellers  report* 
ed — ayes  86,  noes  82. 

So  (one  filth  having  voted  in  favor  thereof) 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  21,  nays  160,  not  voting 
59  ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Ambler.  Barber,  Beatty, 
Coburn,  Darrall.  Donnan.  Finkelnburg,  Charles  Fos- 
ter, Merriam.  Monroe,  Morey,  Orr.  Aaron  F.  Perry, 
Ellis  U.  Roberts.  Soofield«  Sessions,  Spragae,  Upson, 
John  T.  Wilson,  and  Wood— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Acker,  Archer,  Arthur,  Averill, 
Banks.  Bamuin,  Beck,  Beveridge,  Bigby,  Biggs, 
Bingham.  Bird,  Austin  Blair.  James  Q.Blair.  Brax- 
ton, Bright,  George  M.  Brooks,  Buckley,  Buffinton, 
Burchard,  Bardett,  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Caldwell, 
Campbell.  Carroll,  Cobb.  Coghlan.  Conger,  Conner, 
I  Cotton,  Cox.  Creely,  Crocker,  Crossland.  Davis, 
'  Dickeyi  Dox,  Du  Bose,  Duell.  Duke,  DaDuell, 
Eames,  Eldredge,  Farnsworth,  Forker.  Henry  D« 
Foster,  Wilder  D.  Foster,  Frye,  Qarrelt,  Gets,  Gol- 
Inday.  Griffith,  Uale,  Ilalsey,  Handley,  Hanks, 
Harmer,  George  £.  Harris.  John  T.  Harris.  Havens. 
Hawley,  Hay,  Hays,  Gerry  W.  Haselton,  John  W. 
Haselion,  Herndon,  Uibbard.  Hill,  Hoar,  Holman, 
Hooper,  Houghton.  Kelley,  Kellogg,  Kendall.  Kerr, 
Ketcham,  King,  Lamport,  Leach.  Lewis,  Lynch, 
Manson,  Marshall,  Maynard,  McClelland,  McCor- 
mick,  MeCrary,  McGrew,  McHenry,  Mclntyre,  Mc- 
Junkin,  MoKee,  McKinney,  McNeely,  Mitchell, 
Moore,  Morgan,  Leonard  Myers,  Nogloy.  Niblaok, 
Pjiokard,  Packer,  Palmer,  Hosea  W.  Parker,  Isaac 
C.  Parker,  Peck,  Pendleton,  Eli  Perry,  Peters,  Po- 
land, Potter,  Price,  Prindle.  Randall,  Edward  Y. 
Bice,  Ritchie,  William  R.  Roberts.  Robinson,  Ro- 
gers, Rusk,  Sargent,  Sawyer,  Shanks,  Sheldon.  Sher- 
wood. Shober,  Shoemaker,  Slater.  Sloss.  John  A. 
Smith,  Snyder,  R.  Milion  Speer,  Storm.  Stonghton, 
Strong.  Sutherland,  Swnnn,  Taffe,  Terry.  Dwifht 
To wnsend,  Washington  Townsend.  Turner.  TuthiU, 
Twichell,  Tyner.  Van  Trump.  WaddoU,  Wakeman, 
Walden^aldron.  Warren.  Wells,  Wheeler.  Whit- 
thorne.  Willard,  Williams  of  Indiana.  Williams  of 
New  York,  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  and  Winches- 
ter—160. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Ames.  Barry,  Bell,  Boles, 
James  Brooks,  Roderick  R.  Butler.  William  T. 
Clark.  Freeman  Clarke,  Cumingo,  Crobs.  Critcher, 
Dawes,  De  Larse.  Elliott,  Ely.  Farwcll,  Gar- 
field. Goodrich,  Ualdeman,  Hambleton.  Hancock, 
Harper,  Hereford.  Killinger,  Kinsella,  Lamison. 
Lansing.  Lowe,  Mercur,  Merrick.  Benjamin  F. 
Meyers,  Morphis.  Perce.  Piatt.  Porter.  Rainey, 
Bead,  John  M.  Rice.  Roosefelt.   8ealey,  Sheila- 


barger,  Sloonm,  H.  Boardman  Smith,  Wortbington 
C.  Smith.  Snapp,  Thomas  J.  Bpeer.  Starkwf^ber. 
Stevens.  Stevenson.  Stowell,  8t.  John.  Sypher, 
Thomas,  Vautrhan,  Voorhoes,  Wallaoe,  Walls, 
Whiteley,  and  Young*— 69. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs, 
shall  the  Senate  bill  be  read  a  third  time? 

Mr.  FARNSWOKTH.  I  ask  if  an  amend- 
ment may  not  be  allowed  to  this  bill? 

Mr.  KELLEY.     1  must  object. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  All  we  want  is  an 
opportunity  to  vote  on  the  amendments. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  There  are  half  a  dozen 
amendments,  and  if  1  yield  to  one  all  the  others 
will  want  to  have  votes  on  their  amendments, 
and  I  must  therefore  object. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  that  when 
the  House  adjourns  to-day  it  be  to  meet  on 
Thursday  next. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
35,  noes  91. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  demanded  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  permit  the^e 
amendments  to  comH  in.  I  do  not  think  the 
House  wishes  to  deny  itself  information. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  1  would  have  no  objection 
tn  allow  the  an^endment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  come  in,  and  to  have  it  submitted  to  a 
vote  if  1  felt  we  would  then  be  allowed  to  come 
to  a  vote  on  the  bill.  The  suggestiou  was 
made  yesterday,  but* it  seems  thai  was  nut 
enough,  and  if  I  yield  now,  I  do  not  know  how 
many  amendments  will  be  allowed  to  come  in. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  The  gen tletnan  can  allow 
the  amendments  to  be  read,  and  afler  they  are 
read  he  can  say  whether  or  not  they  shall  be 
acted  on. 

Mr.  PETERS.  There  would  be  no  object 
in  allowing  the  amendments  to  be  read  if  they 
are  not  to  be  voted  on. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  If  there  would  be  som«9 
reasonable  amendment  offered  whicb  would 
satisfy  the  House,  1  would  make  no  objection 
to  admitting  it. 

Mr.  RANDALL.     That  is  all  I  suggest. 

Mr.  AMBLER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  to  permit  me  to  off'er  the  amend- 
ment which  I  attempted  to  introduce  yesterday. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  We  had  notice  given  that 
that  would  not  pacify  or  appease  the  hosiiliiy 
to  this  bill. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  We  are  anxious  for 
information. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  will  yield  so  far  as  that 
may  be  done,  without  yielding  further  to  other 
amendments. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  gentleman  haa 
an  hour  to  debate  this  bill  after  the  previous 
question  has  been  seconded. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  yield  only  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  AMBLER.  I  offer  the  following 
amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  bill  the  following  words : 
Provided,  That  it  shall  be  the  doty  of  the  joint 
Committee  on  Printing  to  publish  an  advertisement 
for  three  months  in  at  least  one  leading  newspaper 
in  each  State  of  the  Union,  inviting  proposals  for 
reporting  and  printing  the  debates  of  the  Forty- 
Third  Congress,  and  to  report  all  bids  reoeired, 
together  with  their  reoommendations,  to  the  next 
regular  session  of  Congress:  and  that  cstimatee 
shall  also  be  made  of  the  cost  of  reporting  and  pah- 
lishing  said  debates  by  the  Congressional  Printer, 
which  shall  also  be  submitted  to  Congress  at  its  next 
session:  And  provided /urther.  That  no  debates  shall 
be  reported  or  published  at  the  public  expense 
after  the  close  of  the  present  Congress,  except  upon 
written  contracts  entered  into  therefor  under  the 
authority  of  Congress. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  am  ready  to  agree  that 
may  be  voted  on,  but  only  that  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to 
allowing  the  amendment  to  come  in  and  be 
voted  on? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  shall  ask  for  a  division 
on  those  several  propositions. 
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Mr.  BINOH&M.     L«i  it  all  oome  tn. 
Mr.  RANDALL.     Somswe  might  agreeto, 
knd  some  we  mii;bt  not  agree  to. 
The  SPBAKBE^     la  there  objection  7 
There  wm  no  objection,   and   tba   amend- 


■nt  was 


ieived. 


ThoSPEAEER.  Doesihe  gentleman  from 
niinoia  withdmir  his  ameiidment  to  «djouro 
over  until  Tburadaf  next? 

Mr.  PAHNSWOItTU.  I  do,  if  the  amend- 
mentaare  allowed  to  eome  in. 

Mr.  BEATi'Y.    ;  aik  

to  offer  the  following  ainendmeot. 

The  Clerk  read  aa  followa: 
SIHke  uuCdl  aflsr  ihe  cnutint  cUan  of  tbe  bill, 
■od  in  lieu  Ihgceof  iDiert  Ibcse  «ord>: 

Tbtrc  i>  henbr  appropriued  tha  inm  of  $250,000 
to  ba  paid  to  tb*  pablmbani  al  tba  CoD*reuiDD>l 
tilobo  on  MiMiint  ot  tba  pabllutioa  Ihsreof  ijurioa 
tba  Fortr-SecoDd  Comrsu. 

Mr.  KELLEY.     I  decline  to  admit  that. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  ask  consent  io  intrudnce 
an  amendment  which  concerua  tbe  privileges 
of  the  House.  I  send  it  to  the  desk  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  aa  follows: 
At  tbe  aod  ot  the  bill  add  tbeaa  wordi: 

Proeidtd.  TbDt  no  penon  thiLlI  ba  amploTcd  M  a 
reforter  for  Iha  House  witbont  tbe  approTkl  of  tha 
SpaakeroribaHouaa. 

Mr.  EELLEY.  I  ol^ect  to  that  amend- 
ment, for  thia  reaaon :  that  tbe  contract  pro- 
Tides  that  the  rcportera  sball  ba  appointed  for 
tbe  House  with  the  approral  of  the  Commit 
tee  on  Printing  of  tbe  Houae.  and  lor  the  Sen- 
ate, with  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing  of  the  Senate. ' 

Mr.  BANE3.  Tbe  appointment  of  report- 
ers for  the  Uonse  ahould  be  approred  by  the 
Speaker  of  the  Hoaae.  Thia  concerns  the 
privileges  of  tbe  House.  It  ia  a  matter  of 
Tital  importance  to  all  members  of  the  Hoase 
that  we  shall  have  some  control  over  tbe 
official  reports  of  the  proceedtii([s  or  the  per- 
sona who  ara  here  to  make  them.  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  a  vote  being 
taken  on  this  queetion.  What  I  propose  is  in 
accordance  with  tbe  precedents  of  the  House 
heretofore, 

Mr.  EELLEY.  I  withdraw  m;  objection 
to  admit  that  ameodmeuL 


precisely  what  woald  be  the  effect  of  that 
amendment  if  adopted.  Wootd  it  take  the 
conQrmatioD  of  these  appointments  away  from 
tha  joint  Committee  on  Printing  and  give  it 
to  the  Speaker? 

Mr.  KELLBY.  It  does  not  belong  to  the 
joint  committee;  bnt,  as  regards  the  House 
reporters,  to  the  Committee  on  Printiug  for 
the  House,  and,  as  regards  the  Senate  report- 
ers, to  the  Committee  on  Printing  of  tbe  Sen- 
ate, each  Bouse  regulating  the  matter  for 
itself. 

Mr.  BANKS.  If  we  cannot  have  a  vote  on 
thia  amendment  we  must  oppose  the  bill.  It  ia 
impossible  for  us  to  consent  that,  we  ahall  allow 
slraugera  to  come  ia  here  and  give  official  rec- 
orda  of  ihe  proceedings  without  having  any 
control  over  them.  It  would  be  aviolation  of 
the  dearest  priirileges  of  the  House,  and  can- 
not be  sobmicled  to  on  an;  accoanl  whatever. 
Hen  mar  come  in  here  from  the  southern 
States  to  report  our  proceedings,  and  will  thus 
be  in  a  position  to  misrepresent  the  character 
of  tbe  House  and  of  any  memb^  of  it,  bj 
the  record  of  his  votes  aud  the  report  of  liis 
speeches.  To  give  ap  to  strangers  the  power 
to  control  the  official  reports  of  our  proceed- 
ings in  that  wa;  should  not  b«  permitted.  '  In 
this  remark  1  of  course  make  no  allusion  to 
tbe  intelligent  and  worthy  reporters  now 
intrusted  with  this  duty.  They  are  in  all 
re9|>ects  entitled  to  oor  confidence,  It  is  not 
long  since  thej  appealed  to  this  House  for 
protection  in  the  positions  they  occupy.  If 
the  amendment  is  not  admitted  we  must 
oppoM  the  bill  at  avery  staite. 

Ilr.  KELLBY.  Thia  ia  aimply  a  qneaUon 
whatber  the  ConroiUea  on  Printing  or  tba 


Speaker  ahall  confirm  iliese  appointments. 
For  myself,  I  have  no  objection  to  admitting 
the  amendment,  that  there  mny  be  a  vole  of 
the  House  upon  it.  I  am  willing,  also,  that 
there  should  be  a  vole  of  tbe  House  on  tbe 
substitute  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr, 
Bkattt.] 

TheSPEAKBR.  Does  the genijeman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Spbbr]  insist  on  his  objec- 
tion to  admitting  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massacbnseita,  [Mr.  Bakils'/J 

Mr.  SPBER,  nf  Pennsylvania.     I  do. 

Mr.  BANKS.  For  the  purpose  of  enabling 
me  to  offer  my  amendment,  I  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  main  question  was 
ordered  on  the  third  reading  of  the  hiU. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  vote  was 

Mr.  BANKS.     1  now  offer  my  amendment, 


amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Amblkr,]  and  the  substiinte  of  tbe  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Bbattv,J  shall  be  admitted 
aa  ponding. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered,  which  was  brst  on  tbe 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Banks. 

The  question  being  pat,  there  were — ayes 
86,  noes  M. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  KELLEY.     I  hope  that  demand  will 

ant  point,  and  I  nope  time  will  not  be  occu- 
pied by  calling  iho  yeas  and  nays  on  it. 

Mr.  CONNEU.  I  withdraw  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Banks  was  agreed 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  having 
been  agreed  to,  tbe  Cbair  desires  now  to  suy 
thathaa  it  not  been  agreed  to,  every  irrespons- 
ible reporter  would  have  been  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  Cbair,  while  tbe  responsible  report- 
ers would  have  been  left  absolutely  without 
any  control  or  protection.  It  has  always  been 
the  usage  of  ihe  House  from  the  foundation  of 
the  Government  that  the  of&cial  reporters  were 
under  ibe  direction  of  the  Speaker.  The  Chair 
did  not  deem  it  proper  to  say  anything  while 
tbeamendmentwaspending,  but  had  the  amend- 
ment not  been  agreed  to,  the  irrespousible  re- 
porters (by  which  the  Chair  means  those  having 
no  oEGcial  connection  with  the  House)  would 
have  been  subject  lo  direction  of  the  Chair, 
while  the   Chair  would   have  been   excluded 

Mr.  BANKS.      The   Chair  is  right  in  that 

Tbe  question  was  upon  Mr.  Ambler's 
amend  men  t- 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  am  willing  to  accept  that 
amendment. 

Tha  SPEAKER.  Tbe  gentleman  has  no 
right  to  accept  it. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  AtiBLER'a 
amendment;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  substitute 
offered  by  Mr.  Beattt,  winch  was  read,  as 
follows : 

Strike  out  all  after  tbe  enacKng  elauso  and  Insert: 
Tbaraiaherebr  appropriated  tba  mm  of  t^^.OOO  to 
be    paid    to  tbe  publisben      '  ■""    "--    -'---■ 


IB  Fortv-y 
>u  shall  b< 


Id  CuDSr 


ion  Iharaof  dur 

/>roe>ilcd.  Tbit  DO  t 


CuDitr 
wiiaouc  tne  approval  of  tha  Speaker  of  the  House. 

Tbe  question  was  put ;  and  there  were— 
ayes  40,  noes  86. 

Mr.  COBUKN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — -yeas  68,  nays  107,  not  voting 
61)  I  as  follows; 

YEAS-Uegan.  Ambler.  Ames.  Banks.  Barber. 
BaAtty,  Beveridie,  Aoaiin  Blair.  Burebard,  Bnrdett. 
Oonlamin  F.  Butler,  Oobnin.  Oosblan.  Cotton. 
Craba.  Darrall.  Dnnnan.  FarnawoTth,  Finkalnbara, 
Cbarles  Poater,  Wilder  D.  Foster,  Ualwy.  Oeorse 
£.  Harris.  Hbvcds.  Hawley.  Har.  Bays  Bibbard. 
Kaloham,  Killinser,  Lows,  Staynotd,  UcCormiDk, 


HeCrarr.  HcOrew,  Harrlain.  Hodtos.  HeraT.  Orr. 
laaae  C.  Parker,  Peek,  Pendlaion.  Perca,  Aaron  F. 
Perrr,  Platl.  Edward  Y.  Riee,  Ellia  H.  Robaru.  Sar- 
gent.  Sawfar.  Scolleld.  Soaiona.  Shanka.  SholdoD, 
Sboemaker,  John  A.  Smith.  Spracoe.  Stevenson, 
StDwdl.SuIbarlnnd.WaibinttonTowDaand.Tumar, 
Tyner.UpsoD.  Wakeman.  Wells.  Whaeler,  Willard. 
Jeremiah  M.  \Vilsoo,  and  J.iha  T.  Wiison^iS. 

NAVS— Meara.  Acker.  Adams.  Arctaar.  Arthur, 
Avcrill,  Barnum.  Beck.  Bisby,  BIbes.  BmsbBm. 
Bird.  JameiO.  Blair,  Brnitoo,  Briibt.  Omrsa  M. 
Bruiika.  Buckley.  Buffinton,  Caldmll.  Cirapbell, 
Cobb,  Conser.  Conner.  Coi.Craely.  Critcher.  Uroeker, 
Crouknd.  Davis,  Diokey.  Doi.  Duke,  UuDnatl, 
Eamol,  Bldredge,  Fnrkar.  Uanry  II.  Fo.tor,  Frro. 
Oiirrell.Ueti.QolInda]',  Hal deman.  Hale.  Hniiooek. 
llandley,  Uauka,  Uarmer,  Jobu  T.  Harris.  Jnba  W. 

"soper.Uoush- 

Kini.  Lasoh, 
ry.  Uelntyra, 
san.  Leonard 


s.  Snydar.  B. 
jwanc,  Talfe. 
Waldan.  Wal- 


i>[u.iu.  nuuerio  n.  ouiiar.  t^arrolj,  William  i. 
Clarli.  FrfcmAn  CInrke,  Cominio,  Uawas.  Dn  Urio, 
Du  B<»e.  lluell,  Elliott,  Ely,  FarwelL,  (IsHlcld.Good- 
ricb.  QrliBtb.  Hambleton.  Harper.  Uerry  W.  Hasol- 
lon.  Eareford.  Hill.  Kiniella,  Limiion,  Lamport, 
LaoFins,  Lyoch,  Marshall.  .MoRec.  Mclfeelr,  Uer- 
cur, Marrleli.  Baiirnmin  F.Meyer*.  Moore, Ho rphia, 
Portor.  Price,  Prindle.  Raioey,  Read,  John  M.  Rice. 
Bitahie,  Robinson.  Roosevalt,  Ruak.  ghailabarsar. 
"    "rdman  Smith.  WorttiiosioD  C.  Smith,  Snopp, 

a  J.  Spoer.  Btarkwa-S"   "' =■ 

it.  John.  Syphar,  Tbomi 
"wiobeil.  Vanthan.  Voarba 
ouns-85. 

So  the  subslitute  was  disagreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to  a 
third  reading ;  and  it  was  accordingly  read  tha 
third  time. 

Mr.  KELLET.  I  move  tbe  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Tbe  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  queation  ordered,  and  under  the  opera- 
tion thereof  the  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  KELLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  b«  laid  on  the 
Uhle. 

Tbe  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COX,  by  unanimous  Consent,  submitted 
the  following  resolution  ;  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Rules  ; 

on  the  Rulea  be 

._.  , __ Globe  to  debates 

actually  oaoDrrini.  and  forbidding  tba  publication 
ot  mamariala  and  olber  incumbrances  which  tend 
to  Inoreaae  the  volame  of  the  OLuba  roporta, 
CORRBCTION  ot  JOIIBNAL. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  personal  ex- 
planation. On  the  motion  made  on  yesterday 
by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Ur.  Woouj 
to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass  the  resolution 
offered  by  him  in  regard  to  tbe  surplus  in  the 
Treasury,  I  voted  in  the  sffirirative.  I  find 
that  my  name  is  not  entered  iu  the  Joarnal  as 


Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.    I  cnlt  for  the 

regular  order  of  business. 
The  SPEAKER.     The  regular  or.ler  being 

called  lor,  tbe  morning  hour  will  now  begin  at 
eighteen  minutes  before  two  o'clock.  The6rst 
business  in  order  is  tbe  calling  of  coinmillees 
for  reports,  the  call  resting  with  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

WILLIAU   llOtTAItD. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  reported  a  bill  (U.  B.  No.  2027)  for 
the  reliefer  William  Howard  ;  which  was  read 
a  firat  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  Ul 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Tha  bill,  which  was  read,  requires  tbe  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  or  cause  to  be 
paid  to  William  Howard,  out  of  any  money  in 
tha  Treaaury  not  otherwise  apprapriatad.  tha 
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Bum  of  $165  as  compensation  in  fall  for  one 
horse  and  forty  bushels  of  corn  taken  from 
him  by  the  twentieth  Army  corps  for  the  use 
of  the  Government. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY  mqved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  whioh  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WILLIAM  STODDARD. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY  also,  from  the  same  com* 
mittee,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2028)  for  the 
relief  of  William  Stoddard,  late  assistant  quar- 
termaster United  States  volunteers;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  William 
Stoddard,  late  assistant  quartermaster  Uni- 
ted States  volunteers,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the  sum 
of  $3G0,  that  being  the  amount  of  private  funds 
belonging  to  the  said  Stoddard  seized  by  mili- 
tary authority  and  afterward  covered  into  the 
Treasury. 

The  bill  wtLS  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordineiy  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed  ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHABLB8  U.  THOMPSON. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2029)  for 
the  relief  of  Charles  H.  Thompson,  of  New 
Orleans.  Louisiana ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  pay,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  Charles  H.  Thompson,  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  the  sum  of  $8,100,  the  same  to  be 
in  full  for  claim  of  Thompson  against  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  failure  of  title  to  a  certain  saw- 
mill, machinery,  and  dwelling,  located  on  block 
€6,  city  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  sold  to  him 
by  the  Government  under  the  orders  of  the 
commander  of  the  military  division  of  west 
Mississippi,  at  Shreveport,  Louisiana  on  the 
1st  of  May,  1866. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BPISCOPAL  CUUHCH  AT  SUAEPSBURQ. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  adversely  upon  the  peti- 
tion of  the  vestry  of  St.  Paul's  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  at  Sharpsburg,  Maryland, 
praying  for  compensation  for  injury  to  and 
use  of  a  church  hj  the  Federal  Army  during 
the  rebellion ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table, 

OKRMAN  RBFORMKD  CHURCH,  WINCHB8TBR. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  adversely  upon  the  pptiiion 
of  the  pastor,  elders,  and  deacons  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  congregation  at  Winchester, 
Virginia,  praying  compensation  for  the  use 
and  destruction  of  their  church  by  the  Federal 
Army ;  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

JUDO ■  DVLA HAT,  Or  KANSAS. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  submitted  the  following  roso- 


ludon;    which   wa4    read,    coD8idered>  and 
agreed  to  : 

Bewlwed,  That  the  OommittM  on  the  Jodioiary 
be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aatborised  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers,  to  administer  oaths,  and  to 
take  tMtimony  in  the  matter  of  the  memorial  and 
charxea  against  Mark  U.  Belahay.  district  iudse  of 
the  United  States  district  for  the  State  of  Kansas. 

KKTURAU  COLB. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  reported  back,  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  it  pass,  a  bill  (S.  No.  94) 
for  the  relief  of  Miss  Keturah  Cole. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  authorizes  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  issue  registered  bonds 
of  the  act  of  March  8,  1865,  dated  July  1, 
1867,  with  interest  from  July  1,  1870,  to  Miss 
Keturah  Cole,  of  Philadelphia,  Penusylvania, 
in  lieu  of  her  five-twenty  coupon  bonds  of 
a  like  amount,  numbered  112746  and  .112747, 
for  $500  each ;  and  152249,  152250,  22320S, 
228209,  and  228210,  of  $1,000  each,  which 
have  been  badly  mntilated  by  mildew,  and 
parts  of  each  bond  have  been  destroyed ;  but 
before  issuing  the  new  bonds  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  to  require  a  sufficient  bond  of 
indemnity,  securing  the  Government  against 
the  presentation  of  any  missing  portions  of 
them  alleged  to  be  destroyed*  ana  ahall  also 
require  the  remaining  portions  of  the  bonds 
to  be  surrendered  to  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BLAIK,  of  Michigan,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  wbich  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WTLLY  WOODBRIDGB. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan,  also,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  pass,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2080)  for 
the  relief  oi  Wylly  Woodbridge;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizes  and  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  pay,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  Wylly  Woodbridge  the  sum  of  $28,768  70, 
the  proceeds  of  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
bales  of  cotton,  the  private  property  of  Wood- 
bridge,  taken  erroneously  and  without  due 
authority  by  the  agents  of  the  civil  and  mili- 
tary authorities  of  the  United  States,  at  Sa- 
vannah, Georgia,  in  March,  1865,  shipped  to 
New  York,  sold  by  the  United  States,  and  the 
proceeds  thereof  paid  into  the  Treasury,  the 
charges  and  expenses  of  the  United  States 
having  been  deducted  therefrom. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SARAn  HUTGHINS. 

Mr.  FRYE,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
reported  adversely  upon  the  petition  of  Sarah 
Hutchins  for  compensation  for  a  building 
burned  at  the  evacuation  of  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  by  the  United  States  troops,  in  1863 ; 
which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  8M00T. 

Mr.  FRYE  also,  from  the  same  committee^ 
reported  adversely  on  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Smoot,  asking  for  compensation  for  in- 
juries received  by  being  run  over  by  a  Gov- 
ernment horse  on  Pennsylvania  avenue,  Wash- 
ington city,  February  14,  1868 ;  and  the  same 
was  laid  upon  the  table. 

PBOK,  VAN  HORN  AND  COMPANY. 

Mr.  FRYE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2081)  for  the  relief 
of  Peck,  Van  Horn  k  Co. ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time. 


The  bill,  which  was  read,  antboriaea  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit 
and  release  to  Peck,  Van  Horn  &  Co.,  of  Har- 
rison couDty,  State  of  Kentucky,  the  inieroal 
revenue  tax  of  fifty  cents  a  gallon  assessed  on 
twenty- three  million  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  thousand  gallons  of  whisky  in  bond  in 
their  warehouse  at  Cjrnthiana,  Kentucky,  and 
before  sale  destroyed  bv  fire  June  24, 1869. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  i  and  bein^  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FRYE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  .motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DR.  JOHN  H.  m'qOOWN. 

Mr.  FRYE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2082)  for  the  relief 
ot  Dr.  John  H.  McQuown.  of  Illinois ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
Paymaster  General  cause  to 'be  allowed  and 
paid,  out  of  any  money  subject  to  his  order 
for  the  pav  of  the  Army,  to  Dr.  John  H.  Mc- 
Quown, of  Illinois,  the  sum  of  $1,020,  in  full 
satisfaction  for  all  military  and  medical  ser- 
vices rendered  the  United  States  by  said  John 
H.  McQuown  as  acting  assistant  surgeon  of 
the  sixty-second  regiment  of  Illinois  volunteer 
infantry. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FliYE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  movea 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
toble. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

B.  0.  BAILSY. 

Mr.  FRYE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2088)  for  the  relief 
of  B.  C.  Bailey;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  apthortzes  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
B.  C.  Bailey,  of  Bath,  Maine,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  IVeasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  sum  of  $4,868  24,  in  full  for  dam- 
ages arising  directly  from  seizure  and  deten- 
tion by  the  ship  Argo,  in  1861. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FRYE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  pass  d ;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

r.   B.  BRAYTON. 

Mr.  FRYE,  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  101)  for  the 
relief  of  F.  B.  Braytou,  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorises  the 
Postmaster  General  to  credit  as  of  the  24th 
day  of  May,  1868,  to  F.  B.  Bray  ton,  post- 
master, Mount  Morrisj  Ogle  county,  Illinois, 
the  sum  of  $815,  in  consideration  of  the  loss 
of  that  amount  in  postage  stamps  robbed 
from  his  post  office  in  Mount  Morris  without 
his  fault  or  negligence. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time :  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FUYE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CUARLE8  A.  WfilDNER. 

Mr.  FRYE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  a  bill  ( H.  R.  No.  1094)  for  the 
relief  of  Charles  A.  Weidaer,  with  an  anend- 
menL 

The  bill,  which  was  read»  provides  that  the 
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Secretary  of  the  Treftsary  be  aathonKed  and 
directed  lo  pay  to  Cbafles  A.  Weidn«r,  oat  of 
an^  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  othemise  appro- 
priated, the  sain  of  $6,000,  being  the  aoaount 
due  him  for  columns,  bases,  girders,  wrought- 
iron  bars  for  cell-gratings,  column  and  other 
patterns,  and  draining  and  plumbing  work, 
made  and  done  by  him  for  the  erection  of  the 
new  jail  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  virtue 
of  aud  under  a  certain  .contract  made  between 
O-  H.  Browning,  SecretaT7of  the  interior,  and 
the  said  Charles  A.  Weidner,  under  authority 
of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  25, 1866, 
and  the  joint  resolution  approved  March  2, 
1867,  concerning  said  jail,  and  for  damages 
auffered  by  the  said  Charles  A.  Weidner  lor 
Don-compliance  by  the  United  States  of  its  part 
of  the  contract. 

The  amendment,  which  was  read,  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Pr<foided,  The  same  shall  be  accepted  in  fall  satis- 
faction for  all  datma  whatsoever  on  aoeoant  there- 
for: And  provided  furtktr.  That  the  said  olaim  of 
the  said  colamns,  bases,  girders,  bars,  and  patterns 
shall  bethopropertyof  the  United  States,  if  removed 
from  said  Weidner *s  promises  within  one  year. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FUYB  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

XDWARD  G.   ALLBK. 

Mr.  FRYE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2034)  for  the  relief 
of  Edward  G.  Allen,  of  London,  England ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  authorizes  and  directs 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Edw»rd 
G.  Allen,  of  London,  Englana,  oat  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, the  sum  of  $1,480,  the  purchase- 
monej^  for  books  for  the  Library  of  Congress, 
of  which  sum  he  waa  unjustly  defrauded  by  the 
conduct  of  the  Librarian  in  the  year  1863. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FRYE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ALBERT  GRANT. 

Mr.  FRYE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2035)  for  the  exam- 
ination and  payment  of  the  claim  of  Albert 
Grant ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  authoriees  and  directs 
the  Secretary  of  War  tp  examine  the  claim  of 
Albert  Grant,  assignee  of  A.  Grant  k  Co., 
for  damages  sustained  by  said  A.  Grant  k  Co. 
in  the  erection  of  a  fire-proof  storehouse  at 
Schuylkill  arsenal,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
in  the  years  1867  and  1868,  under  a  contract  by 
them  entered  into  with  the  United  States ;  the 
alleged  amount  being  $47,000.  And  if,  on 
examination,  the  Secretary  shall  be  of  opin- 
ion that  said  claim  or  any  part  thereof  is  jast 
and  equitable,  he  shall  cause  the  same  to  be 
paid  to  the  claimant  or  to  his  legal  represent- 
atives, provided  the  amount  so  allowed  shall 
not  exceed  the  sum  of  $47,000,  and  that  it 
shall  be  in  full  discharge  of  his  claim.  In 
the  second  section  it  is  provided  that  a  suf- 
ficient sum  to  pay  the  amount  adjudged  by 
the  Secretary  ot  War  to  the  claimant,  by  virtue 
of  this  act,  is  hereby  appropriated. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  The  Dill  appropriates  a 
Texy  coBaid«nble  sam.   I  think  it  should  have 
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its  first  consideration  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  I  therefore  raise  the  point  of  order 
on  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order,  and  the  bill  goes  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar. 

COLONEL  JAMES  8.  UEAIIDEN.    . 

Mr.  FRYE  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  96)  for  the 
relief  of  Colonel  James  S.  Rear  den,  with  the 
recommendation  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
same,  and  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CREBS.  I  ask  that  the  report  in  this 
case  be  read.  I  wish  to  move  that  the  bill  be 
passed 

The  SPEAKER.  To  attain  his  object  the 
gentleman  had  better  move  that  the  bill  be 
recommitted  with  instructions. 

Mr.  CREBS.  I  make  that  motion.  I  now 
ask  that  the  report  on  this  bill  be  reud. 

The  report  stated  that  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  James  S.  Rearden,  of  Cairo,  Illinois,  for 
relief,  had  examined  the  same  and  found  the 
following  facts:  said  Rearden,  in  October, 
1869,  entered  into  a  contract  in  writing  with 
the  United  Slates  for  the  delivery  at  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  feet 
of  white*oak  timber  for  the  construction  of  the 
lock-gates  in  the  canal  around  the  Des  Moines 
rapids,  said  timber  to  be  delivered  on  or  before 
the  15th  September  following,  aud  to  be  sound 
and  perfectly  clear  and  .of  given  dimensions. 
Rearden  met  with  several  unforeseen  hinder- 
auces,  an  unusual  drought  preventing  the  rise  in 
the  river  uecessary  to  float  the  timber ;  and  there 
was  early  and  continued  freezing,  so  that  it  was 
impossible  for  him  to  avail  himself  of  the 
advantages  of  water  transportation,  and  he 
was  compelled  to  forward  by  rail,  at  a  greatly 
increased  cost.  He  seems  to  have  honorably 
and  diligently  endeavored  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  his  contract,  but  failed,  and  after  hav- 
ing furnished  about  one  quarter  was  relieved 
from  his  obligations  by  the  Government  at  his 
request.  He  satisfactorily  proves  the  cost  of 
the  timber,  furnished  as  above,  to  have  been 
$5,286  66,  or  more  than  one  hundred  dollars 
per  thousand,  when  his  contract  was  only  forty- 
five  dollars.  He  received  from  the  Qovernment 
for  this,  $2,890  61,  making  his  actual  loss 
$2,887  04.  The  price  named  in  the  contract 
for  the  timber  was  altogether  too  low,  and  with 
everything  favorable  the  contractor  could  not 
have  furnished  the  timber  according  to  terms 
without  loss,  but  the  Government  dealt  gener- 
ously with  the  claimant  in  relieving  him  from 
the  specific  performance  of  his  contract.  There 
was  no  fiskult  or  dissatisfaction  on  the  part  of 
the  Government  bfficers.  Under  this  state  of 
facts  the  committee  recommended  that  the 
petition  ooght  not  to  be  granted,  and  that  the 
accompanying  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  CREBS.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  or  two 
in  reference  to  this  claim,  which  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  just  one.  The  Committee  of  Claims 
have  made  a  fair  statement  of  the  facts  in  evi- 
dence. Colonel  Rearden  went  into  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  at  the  very  conimence- 
ment  of  the  war  and  lost  almost  all  the  prop- 
erty he  had  in  the  service.  After  he  came 
back  he  made  a  contract  with  General  Wilson, 
then  superintendent  of  the  Government  works 
at  Des  Moines  rapids,  to  furnish  at  Keokuk 
one  hundred  and  seventy  thousand  feet  of  oak 
timber  of  heavy  sticks  for  lock-gates,  weigh- 
ing from  two  to  three  tons  a  stick.  He  agreed 
to  deliver  it  at  a  price  much  too  low,  to  wit, 
forty-five  dollars  per  thousand ;  while  the  evi- 
dence shows  that  the  timber  could  not  have 
been  delivered  for  less  than  $100  per  thousand 
feet.  He  went  on  and  fulfilled  his  contract  in 
part,  and  delivered  a  portion  of  the  timber,  but 
he  had  not  the  means  to  complete  the  balance 
of  his  contract,  and  had  to  surrender  it  after 
delivering  forty- two  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty  feet  on  the  contract. 


Now,  there  is  but  one  thing  in  the  report 
which  does  not  comply  strictly  with  the  con- 
tract, which  was  to  deliver  one  hundred  and 
seventy  thousand  feet,  more  or  lesa.  He  was 
to  get  his  timber  near  Cairo.  He  intended  to 
take  it  in  barges  from  there  up  the  Mississippi 
river  to  the  point  where  it  was  to  be  delivered. 
He  went  to  work  and  got  out  a  portion  of  the 
timber,  but  the  river  was  closed  by  ice  so  he 
could  not  get  his  barges  above  St.  Louis,  and 
had  to  place  it  upon  railroad  cars,  coupling 
two  cars  together  to  accommodate  the  length 
of  the  stick,  and  pay  for  the  use  of  the  same 
at  the  rate  of  sixty  dollars  a  car,  or  $120  per 
car-load  up  to  the  point  of  delivery. 

Now,  the  evidence  shows  conclusively  that 
he  lost  $2,837  38.  I  hold  in  my  hand  au 
itemized  account  of  what  he  lost.  Colonel 
Rearden  only  asks  the  Government  to  pay  him 
back  what  it  cost  him  to  take  the  timber  to  the 
point  of  delivery.  There  is  no  doubt  that  he 
got  it  there  as  cheaply  as  any  one  else  could 
have  done.  According  to  the  strict  terms  of 
the  contract  he  could  not  recover  in  a  court 
of  law,  but  he  is  entitled  to  relief  at  the  hands 
of  the  Government,  because  in  equity  he  is 
entitled  to  it.  A  great  Government  like  ours 
should  not  take  irom  au  individual  money 
honestly  spent  in  the  cause  of  the  Government, 
upon  the  simple  ground  that  legally  he  could 
not  recover  it  in  a  court  of  law. 

The  Government  had  the  benefit  of  his 
services  and  got  forty-two  thousand  six  huu 
dred  and  eighty  feet  of  limber  from  him  tor 
$2,399  51.  It  seems  to  me  that  under  these 
circumstances  this  case  ought  to  go  back  to 
the  committee  with  instructions  that  they 
should  report  a  bill  paying  him  the  sum  of 
$2,837  38,  the  exact  amount.  He  lost  br  this 
transaction  and  the  Government  lost  notning, 
because  the  evidence  shows  that  he  got  the 
timber  to  the  point  of  delivery  as  cheaply  as 
any  one  else  could  have  furnished  it,  and  the 
loss  ought  not  to  fall  on  the  individual  when 
the  Government  is  much  better  able  to  pay 
it  than  Colonel  Rearden  is  to  lose  it. 

Mr.  FRYE.  1  investigated  this  matter  that 
the  gentleman  has  discussed,  and  drew  a  state- 
ment of  facts  as  favorable  as  it  could  possibly 
be  drawn  for  the  claimant.  I  submitted  that 
report  of  facts,  which  the  gentleman  admits  to 
be  correct,  and  the  vote  of  the  committee  was 
unanimous  against  the  allowance'of  this  claim. 
I  can  simply  say  that  in  these  matters  of  claims 
there  are  hundreds  of  cases  presented  to  us 
having  a  much  stronger  claim  upon  our  sym- 
pathies than  this  one,  and  yet  we  cannot  allow 
them.  I  move  that  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Illinois.be  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Fkye'b 
motion  ;  and  there  were — ayes  seventy -one, 
noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  Mr. 
CaEBS's  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

JAMES  A.  BELL. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2036)  for  the  reliefof  James  A.  Bell,  of  Dex- 
ter, in  the  State  of  New  York;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  issue  to  James  A.  Bell 
duplicate  coupon  bonds  No.  80499,  dated  in 
the  year  1862,  for  $1,000;  No.  161606,  dated 
in  1866,  for  $1,000;  No.  76709,  dated  in  1866, 
for  $600 ;  Nos.  174731  and  174732,  each  for 
$1,000,  and  dated  in  18G7;  No.  96416,  dated 
in  1867,  for  $500 ;  Nos.  202274,  202275,  and 
225337,  dated  in  1867,  for  $100  each  ;  and  No. 
112311,  dated  in  1867,  for  $60,  upon  proof 
satisfactory  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  destruction  of  the  original,  and  upon 
the  said  James  A.  Bell  giving  bond  with  suf- 
ficient surety  to  indemnify  the  United  States 
against  any  loss  resulting  therefrom. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 


1810 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  19, 


read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

8LUMAN  a.  BAILBY. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  also,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  back  with  an  amendment 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1288)  for  the  relief  of  Slu- 
roan  S.  Bailey,  collector  of  internal  revenue 
for  the  fourth  district  of  Michigan. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorizes  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasu^  in  adjusting  the 
accounts  of  Sluman  S.  Bailey,  collector  of 
internal  revenue  for  the  founh  district  of 
Michigan,  to  credit  him  with  the  sum  of 
$1,762  23,  that  being  the  amount  of  money 
not  recovered  which  was  stolen  from  the  safe 
of  the  county  treasurer  of  Grand  Traverse 
county,  Michigan,  on  the  night  of  September 
28, 1867,  and  which  said  money  was  deposited 
for  safe  keeping  therein  by  William  Ii.  Fife, 
deputv  collector  of  internal  revenue,  and 
for  wnich  amount  said  collector,  Sluman  S. 
Bailey,  is  responsible  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States ;  provided  that  it  shall  then  still 
appear  that  the  thefl  of  said  money  was  with- 
out collusion,  privity,  or  fault  of  the  said 
collector. 

The  amendment  was  to  strike  ont  the  words 
"the  county  treasurer"  before  the  words  **of 
Grand  Traverse,  Michigan,"  and  to  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  the  words  **  Leach  &  BatesJ' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed*, 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ALPHKUS  VOBKS. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  also,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2087)  for 
the  relief  of  Alpheus  Fobes,  late  pension  agent 
in  the  city  of  New  York ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  Alpheus  Fobes,  late  pension  agent  in  the 
citj  of  New  York,  the  sum  of  $666  55,  that 
being  the  amount  of  money  stolen  by  an  ab- 
sconding clerk,  without  any  fault  or  neglect 
on  the  part  of  said  Fobes,  and  not  recovered. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BATTELLE  AND  EVANS. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  also,  from  the  same 
committeci  reported  back,  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  the  same  do  pass,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1700)  for  the  relief  of  Battelle  &  Evans. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  reaa  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Court 
of  Claims  to  again  take  up,  hear,  and  pass 
upon  the  claim  of  Battelle  &  Evans,  for 
cattle  and  beef  sold  and  delivered  by  them  to 
the  United  States  for  the  use  of  the  Army  in 
the  year  1862,which  claim  is  in  suit  in  said 
court,  and  provides  that  said  suit  shall  be 
adjudged  upon  its  merits,  and  without  respect 
to  the  lapse  of  six  years  since  the  pause  of 
action  accraed,  but  within  six  years  since  |;he 
final  decision  of  the  accounting  officers  thereon. 


Mr.  POTTER.  Is  there  any  report  in  this 
case? 

Mr.  FOSTER  of  Ohio.  There  is,  but  it  is  a 
very  long  one. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  should  like  to  hear  some 
explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio.  The  facts  are  these: 
Battelle  &  Evans  were  in  the  Court  of 
Claims,  but  not  within  six  years  of  the  time 
when  their  claim  occurred,  though  within  six 
years  of  the  time  when  the  claim  was  acted 
upon  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treas- 
ury. The  committee  are  in  favor  of  affording 
this  slight  measure  of  relief. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  will  make  no  objection  to 
the  bill. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WILLIAM  11.  STAFFORD. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  also,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  back,  with  a  recommend- 
ation that  it  pass,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2088)  for 
the  relief  of  William  M.  Stafford,  late  acting 
district  attorney  for  Montana  Territory;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizes  and  requires  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  pay,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
to  William  M.  Stafford  the  sum  of  $500  as 
compensation  for  his  services  rendered  as  act- 
ing United  States  district  attorney  for  Mon- 
tana Territory  during  the  years  1866  and  1867. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JOSEPH  WKSTCOTT.  * 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  also,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported,  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  pass,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2089)  for  the 
relief  of  Joseph  Westcott,  of  Portlana,  Maine; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  authorizes  and  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Joseph  West- 
cott, of  Portland,  Maine,  $2,825,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated ;  said  sum  to  be  in  full  payment  of 
nis  claim  against  the  Government  for  granite 
delivered  by  him  in  1860  at  the  navy-yard  at 
Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  since  used  in  the  con- 
struction of  buildings  and  the  continuation  of 
quav-wall. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  and  was  accordingly  read  the 
third  time. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman,]  who 
always' looks  after  these  matters,  seems  to  be 
very  quiet  to-day.  I  would  like  to  know 
whether  this  bill  is  right.  We  certainly  have 
no  explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  has  the  sanction  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  There  ought  to  be  some 
man  to  watch  that  committee.  They  need 
watching  as  much  as  any  other  committee  of 
the  House.  I  would  like  to  have  some  explan- 
ation of  this  bill  from  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
understand  exactly  the  pleasantry  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Eldredoe.] 
This  is  an  ordinary  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims.  I  trust  that  the  gentleman  from 
VVieconsin  will  watch  every  report  from  that 
comnxittee.    I  certainly  call  upon  him,  as  a 
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duty  which  he  owes  to  his  constituenta,  to  see 
that  no  bill  of  that  committee  or  any  other 
passes  unchallenged. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
the  gentleman  has  challenged  this  bilL 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    I  have  not. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.    Then  why  does  not  the 

fentleman  do  his  duty  and  challenge  the  bill? 
[e  lays  it  down  as  a  broad  principle  that  no 
bill  should  pass  unchallenged,  yet  we  find  him 
quietly  allowing  the  passage  of  bills  which 
are  explained  by  no  report,  which  take  large 
sums  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  which,  for 
aught  we  know,  **rob  actual  settlers  of  their 
lands,''  and  I  should  not  be  sarprised  at  all 
if  the  *' laborers  of  the  eoantry"  were  being 
*' robbed  of  the  means  necessary  to  their  daily 
support.''  [Laughter.]  The  gentleman  has 
not  told  us  anything  about  this  bill,  and  he  is 
neglecting  to  challenge  these  bills,  while  he 
admits  it  to  be  his  duty  to  do  so. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.     I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  to 
the  law  against  accepting  challenges.  [Laug}: 
ter.l 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.    There  is  no  need  of  a 
law  to  prevent  my  friend  from  Illinois  from 
accepting  a  challenge,  or  he  would  have  ac 
cepted  one  long  ago  from  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Butler.]     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  protest  againat  being 
called  upon  to  represent  not  only  my  own  con- 
stituents but  also  those  of  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Eldredoe.]  It  is  as  much 
as  I  can  do  to  attend  to  the  duties  properly 
devolving  upon  mc.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin  thinks  himself  utterly  incompetent 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  his  own  constit- 
uency, let  him  say  so  at  once,  and  let  him 
delegate  his  authority  by  a  written  paper.  I 
insist  that  there  shall  be  a  regular  power  of 
attorney.  I  will  not  accept  the  mere  verbal 
statement  of  the  gentleman.  I  have  repre- 
sented the  interests  of  the  people  to  the  best 
of  my  ability,  and  will  continue  to  do  so;  but 
I  do  not  recognize  the  gentleman's  right  to 
insist  that  the  duties  devolving  upon  him  shall 
be  transferred  to  myself. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  My  proposition  was  not 
based  on  any  supposed  incompetency  of  the 

gentleman  from  Indiana,  but  on  the  fact  that 
e  appeared  not  to  be  performing  his  duty, 
as  he  is  certainly  able  to  do.  Neither  do  I 
wish  a  power  of  attorney  from  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana.  That  gentleman  seems  to  think 
that  no  one  has  a  right  to  challenge  a  bill  here 
without  a  regular  power  of  attorney  from  him. 
I  know  he  has  assumed  to  himself  the  attitude 
of  standing  here  as  though  he  were  fully  com- 
missioned in  that  regard ;  but  I  deny  that  we 
are  under  the  necessity  of  procuring  from  him 
either  written  or  verbal  authority. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
that  the  St.  Croix  railroad  grant  is  not  now 
up.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.    That  accounts  for  the 
gentleman's  silence.     [Laughter.] 
The  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  ihe  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THOMAS  D.  WBST. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  also  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  back  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1261)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  D.  West,  of 
Sandusky,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass  with  an 
amendment. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  authorized  and 
directed  to  pay  to  Thomas  D.  West,  of  San- 
dusky, Ohio,  $910,  in  full  compensation  for 
his  losses  sustained,  occasioned  by  the  occu- 
pancy of  his  three-story  stone  building,  in 
Sandusky,  Ohio,  by  the  one  hundred  and 
twenty-second  New  York  volanteers,  daring 
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the  monthi  of  January,  Februarj,  and  March, 
1864. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  read 

follows: 


Amend  by  inserttntf  the  word ''April,"  after  the 
word  "March."  in  the  seventh  line. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
eogrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  beine 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time;  and  passed. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed  ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHARLBS  H.  CARPENTER. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  also,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  back  adversely  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  925)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  H.  Car- 
penter, of  New  Haren,  New  York ;  and  the 
same  was  laid  on  the  table. 

WILLIAM  T.  CHEATHAM. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  also,  from  the  same 
committree,  reported  back  adversely  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  537)  for  the  relief  of  William  T.  Cheat- 
ham 'y   and  the  same  was  laid  on  the  table. 

SURTLIFF  AND  CASE. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  also,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  back  adversely  the  peti- 
tion of  Messrs.  Sartllff  &  Case,  of  Cleveland, 
Ohio ;   and  the  same  was  laid  on  the  table. 

JOSEPH  HARKtNS. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  also,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  back  adversely  a  bill  (H. 
B.  No.  1052)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Harkins ; 
and  the  same  was  laid  on  the  tabla. 

CHILDREN  or  JOHN  M.   BAKER. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2(H0)  for  the  relief  of  the  children  of  John 
M.  Baker ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  there 
be  allowed  and  paid,  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  the 
children  of  John  M.  Baker,  deceased,  late 
United  States  consal  at  Rio  Janeiro,  the  sum 
of  $16,066  67,  for  services  of  said  Baker  as 
acting  charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States 
at  the  conrt  of  Brazil  in  the  year  1834. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BRDICK  m'keb. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia,  also,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2041)  for  the  relief  of  Redick  McKee;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  waa  read,  provides  that  the 
memorial  of  claims  of  Reaick  McKee,  late 
disbursing  agent  of  the  Indian  department  in 
California,  be,  and  hereby  are,  referred  for 
examination  and  settlement  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior.  If  the  Secretary  shall  find 
the  allegations  and  statements  of  the  claimant 
verified  by  th6  records  of  the  Department  or 
other  satisfactory  evidence  he  shall  allow  him 
such  relief  as  may  be  equitable  and  jast,  to  be 
paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  bein^  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed  ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 


VANNIE   M.  JACKSON. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia,  also,  from  the 
same  committee,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2042)  for  the  relief  of  Fannie  M.  Jackson, 
of  the  State  of  Tennessee  ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Fannie  M.  Jack- 
son, of  the  Slate  of  Tennessee,  the  sum  of 
$1,890,  being  in  full  for  twelve  bales  of  cot- 
ton seized  by  agents  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, sold,  and  the  proceeds  covered  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time,  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed  ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  PALMER.  The  morning  hour  having 
expired,  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union 
for  the  further  consideration  of  the  Post  Office 
appropriation  bill.  But  pending  that  motion, 
I  yield  for  a  moment  to  the  gentleman  froin 
MaAsachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  who  desires  to 
make  a  statement. 

TRBATT  or  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Mr.  Speaker,  by  order  of 
the  Hoose  some  time  ago  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  488)  to  carry  into  effect 
the  provisions  of  the  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  signed  in  the  city  of 
Washington  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  1871,  re- 
lating to  the  fisheries,  was  assigned  to  this  day. 
The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  which 
reported  this  bill,  has  instructed  me  to  move 
that  its  further  consideration  shall  be  post- 
poned until  this  day  four  weeks.  I  make  that 
motion,  and  call  the  previous  question  upon  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
to  make  a  parliamentary  inquiry.  I  wish  to 
know,  if  this  is  to  be  .made  a  special  order  at 
the  time  to  which  it  is  postponed,  whether  it 
does  not  require  unanimous  consent. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not.  This  is  a 
special  order  to  be  considered  from  day  to 
day  until  disposed  of,  and  is  to  be  postponed 
as  a  special  order.  It  is  subject  to  postpone- 
ment by  the  House  on  any  motion  that  would 
be  in  order  under  the  rule.  In  other  words, 
the  order  neither  loses  nor  gains  by  the  action 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Banks.  J 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Banks,  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BANKS  moved  to  re^nsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

commencement  of  fiscal  tear. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  yield  for  a  moment  to 
the  gentleman  from  Nebraska  [Mr.  Taffe]  to 
offer  a  resolution. 

Mr.  TAFFE,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resblution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  adopted  : 

Jieaolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instraoted  to  inqaire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
amendioir  the  law  that  hereafter  the  official  year 
shall  commence  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  and 
that  said  committee  report  to  thin  House  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

SALE  OF  STAMPED  ENVELOPES. 

Mr.  TYNER,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  submitted  a  report  on  the  petition  of 
certain  envelope  manufacturers,  printers,  and 
stationers,  asking  that  the  sale  of  stamped 
envelopes  by  the  Post  Office  Department  be 
prohibited  by  law,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with 
their  private  business ;  and  moved  that  the 
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committee  be  discharged  from    the  further 
consideration  of  the  said  petition,  and  that  it 
be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TYNER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 

submitted  the  following  resolution  j  which  was 

read,  and,  under  the  law,  referred  to  the  Com* 

mittee  on  Piinting : 

Resolved.  That  ten  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
report  of  toe  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  on  the  petition  of  certain  envelope  manuiac- 
turers,  printers,  and  stationers,  asking  the  discon- 
tinuance  of  the  use  of  stamped  envelopes,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House. 

ENFRANCHISEMENT  OF  WOMEN. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  present  in  open  House,  and  to  have  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  a  memorial 
from  certain  persons  in  California,  asking  for 
the  enfranchisement  of  women  in  the  District 
of  Columbia  and  in  the  Territories. 

The  petition  I  present  is  signed  by  four 
thousand  persons  of  California.  I  recognize 
among  the  names  many  eminent  for  social 
and  political  position,  in  business,  literature, 
and  moral  worth.  It  does  not  come  from  the 
dregs  of  society,  or  from  those  who  have  no 
stake  in  the  well-being  of  our  institutions.  It 
shows  that  the  efforts  for  enfranchisement 
made  by  the  women  of  America  have  attracted 
the  attention  and  sympathy  of  those  whose 
opinion  upon  a  political  or  social  reform  is 
of  the  highest  value.  For  myself,  I  am  in 
full  sympathy  with  the  movement  that  aims 
to  give  to  our  wives,  daughters,  and  sisters 
direct  representation  and  responsibility  in 
making  the  laws  that  govern  them.  I  believe 
it  will  elevate  politics  and  give  to  women  a 
better  chance  in  life  than  vast  numbers  of 
them  now  have. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  the  petition  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

SDRTEY  OF  LANDS  IN  INDIANA. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania,  by 
unanimous  consent,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2048)  to  authorize  the  survey  and  sale  of  the 
lands  forming  the  bed  of  Beaver  lake,  in  the 
State  of  Indiana ;  which  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
recommitted  ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MEMORIAL. 

Mr.  PACKARD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
presented  the  memorial  of  certain  citizens 
residing  in  Michigan  and  Indiana;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

UTAH  SOUTHERN  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Mr.  KILLINGER.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  report  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Pacific  Railroad  House  bill  No.  1783,  grant- 
ing to  the  Utah  Southern  Railroad  Company 
the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  for 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph 
line.  I  will  state  that  there  is  no  subsidy  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    I  object  to  the  bill. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts,  for 
one  week. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Comingo  for  two  weeks. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Skapp  for  two  weeks. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Seelbt  for  ten  days. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Butler,  of  Tennessee,  for  one 
week. 

POST  OFFICE  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  that  the  rules  be  suspended  aud  the 
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House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  suite  of  the  XlDion  for  the  par- 
pose  of  considering  the  Post  Office  appropria- 
tion bill,  but  before  making  that  motion  I  move 
that  all  debate  on  the  pending  paragraph  be 
limited  to  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  WOOD.     Make  it  one  hour. 

Mr.  PALMER.  Well,  I  will  modify  my 
motion  and  say  one  hour. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Can  this  motion  to  close 
debate  be  made  as  to  the  whole  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman refers  only  to  the  pending  paragraph. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Palmer's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PALMER.  Inow  move  that  the  rules 
be  suspended  and  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  special  order. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Whebler  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1070)  making  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Post  Othce  Department  for  the 
year  ending  June  80,  1873. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  pending  paragraph 
before  the  committee  is  the  following: 

For  steamAhip  service  between  San  Franoisoo, 
Japan,  and  China,  $500,000, 

The  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Conoer] 

moves  to  amend  this  paragraph  by  striking  out 

aU  after  the  word  *'  China,' '^  and  inserting  in 

lieu  thereof: 

One  million  doltam:  Promd^d^  That  the  steam- 
ship company  shall  perform  said  service  semi- 
monthly in  ships  of  American  construction. 

The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Farns- 
worth]  moves,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amend- 
ment, the  following : 

Provided,  That  the  steamship  company  shall  per- 
form the  service  semi-monthly,  and  may  perform  the 
said  service  in  ships  of  foreign  constraction. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  I  desire  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  There  are  two  amend- 
ments already  pending. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  gentleman  can 
move  to  amend  the  original  paragraph. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  desire  to  make  a  sag- 
gestion,  and  it  is  that  during  the  hour  when 
debate  is  to  run  it  shall  not  be  necessary  to 
take  op  time  in  offering  formal  amendments, 
but  that  the  debate  shall  run  under  the  five- 
minntes  rule. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.    That  is  a  good  idea. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Do  the  committee  assent 
to  the  proposition?  The  Chair  hears  no  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  re- 
gret that  this  initial  measure  of  subsidy  should 
be  introduced  in  such  manner  as  to  prevent 
comprehensive  discussion,  yet  I  shall  con- 
cisely attempt  to  show  that  in  opposing  subsi- 
dies and  land  grants  one  may  yet  be  a  pro- 
gressive Democrat  and  sincere  patriot.  The 
ends  I  aim  at  may  seem  visionary  and  the 
ideas  which  influence  me  may  appear  tran- 
scendental. But  it  must  be  remembered  that 
if  you  wish  to  shoot  high  you  must  aim  at  the 
sun,  and  my  aim  will  be  found  to  be  noble  and 
my  ideas  generous.  They  may  be  dreams,  but 
great  men  and  women  have  indulged  them. 

Mr.  Chairman,  for  years  I  have  read  and 
listened  to  debates  involving,  more  or  less, 
the  principle  of  this  amendment.  I  have  lis- 
tened with  curiosity  and  interest,  not  that  I  ex- 
pected anything  new  or  novel,  but  because  it 
interested  me  to  discover  a  curious  division  of 
the  members  of  this  House  by  a  line  deeper 
and  more  fundamental  and  more  radical  than 
the  parly  designations  by  which  we  are  usually 
known  and  distinguished. 

What  the  prinral  cause  I  know  not.  Whether 
it  be  peculiarity  of  mental  constitution,  polit- 
ical education,  or  social  surroundings,  yet  the 
fact  remains  that  we  are  divided  on  this  floor, 
radically  and  essentially,  in  our  views  as  to 
the  objects  and  powers  of  this  Government. 


The  distinction  goes  as  far  back  as  the  days 
when  those  intellectual  and  representative 
giants,  Hamilton  and  Jefferson)  contended  as 
to  the  shape  and  direction  which  should  be 
given  to  oar  institutions.  Jefferson  conquered, 
and  Hamilton  accepted  the  Republic  under 
protest,  although  in  good  faith  and  as  a  trial 
scheme. 

Jefferson  held,  as  the  preamble  declares, 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States  estab- 
lished the  Constitution  in  order  to  form  a 
more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranquiility,  provide  for  the  common 
defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  themselves 
and  their  posterity.  Class  or  partial  or  local 
or  special  legislation  Jefferson  fought  while 
living  and  his  disciples  contend  against  to  day. 
Both  Hamilton  and  Jefferson  sought  the  future 
greatness,  prosperity,  and  happiness  of  this 
country,  but  they  differed  widely  as  (o  the 
character  which  that  greatness  and  prosperity 
should  assume. 

Then,  as  now,  the  future  of  this  country  was 
assured.  It  is  written  in  the  constitution  of 
things.  No  tongue  can  tell,  no  pen  describe, 
no  imagination  conceive  the  future  grandeur, 
wealth,  and  power  of  the  people  who  shall 
inhabit  this  continent.  its  aggregate  wealth 
und  its  national  power  a  century  hence  will  be 
such  as  the  world  has  never  seen  or  conceived 
of;  but  the  tendency  and  character  of  yoar 
legislation  ih  this  generation  will  decide  how 
that  wealth  shall  be  divided  and  in  whose  in- 
terest that  power  shall  be  wielded.  We  are 
each  year  now  voting  whether  we  intend  this 
to  be  a  republic  similar  to  that  of  Rome,  and 
composed  of  patricians  and  plebeians,  or  a 
Carthaginian  republic,  or  a  republic  like  in 
essence  to  the  Govern m eh t  of  Great  Britain, 
where  an  aristocracy  legislates  for  themselves 
and  have  thus  reduced  the  mass  to  a  condition 
of  gross  ignorance  and  horrible  want ;  whether 
we  intend  this  to  be  an  imperial  republic,  with 
some  classes  well-bred,  well-born,  well-edu- 
cated, and  well  to  do,  concentrating  in  their 
own  hands  the  wealth,  and  wielding  the  power 
of  this  mighty  people,  so  that  one  hundred 
years  hence  the  philanthropic  statesman  of 
America  will  have  to  seek,  as  the  philanthro- 
pist of  England  does  to-day,  for  the  injured, 
degraded  classes  of  society  as  though  they 
were  lost  Atlantic  cables,  sunk  and  lost,  six 
thousand  fathoms  deep,  down  among  the  ooze 
and  slime  of  the  ocean's  bottom,  and  then 
grapple  for  them,  and  through  tribulation, 
blood,  and  sorrow  bring  these  masses  of  hu- 
manity to  the  surface,  where  they  may  enjoy 
God*s  free  air  and  the  gifts  of  a  beneficent 
Providence. 

I  differ,  possibly,  from  the  distinguished 
gentleman  irom  New  York  as  to  the  manner 
m  which  our  destiny  is  to  be  fulfilled,  but  I  do 
not  yield  to  him  as  a  progressive  Democrat 
and  an  earnest  American.  My  dreams  and 
aspirations  may  go  further  than  his. 

I  not  only  expect  the  conquering  column  of 
American  civilization,  with  its  yearly  accession 
of  five  hundred  thousand  of  the  most  energetic 
blood  of  Europe  to  its  ranks,  shall  go  resist- 
lessly  forward  in  the  fulfillment  of  its  mission 
of  subduing  this  continent  to  the  uses  of  man  ; 
a  conquering  column  greater  far  than  all  the 
hosts  ever  led  by  Ghengis  Khan,  Timour  the 
Tartar,  or  Tamerlane,  because  it  is  a  column 
of  peaceful  civilization  that  builds  in  its  tri- 
umphantmarch towns  andcities,  school-houses 
and  churches;  a  column  which  goes  persist- 
ently forward,  stretching  out  railroads  and 
telegraph  lines  like  scouting  antennas  into  the 
wilderness,  and  all  this  because  it  is  a  column 
of  freemen,  taught  that  individuals  like  nations 
must  rely  upon  their  own  untrammeled  exer- 
tions, but  not  depend  upon  a  fostering  protect- 
ing, paternal,  and  consequently  dwarfing  and 
destroying  Government.  I  not  only  expect,  I 
say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  this  column  of  civiliza- 
tion shall  plant  a  nation  of  one  hundred  million 
people  upon  this  continent,  under  just  and  im- 


partial laws  in  a  tree  republic,  but  I  hope  that 
(our  institutions  having  been  preserved  in  their 
purity  and  according  to  the  original  design) 
all  the  nations  of  the  earth  shall  be  bronght 
under  the  influence  of  the  Republic  and  perme- 
ated by  our  example. 

In  my  dreams  I  dream  the  dream  of  Eng^ 
land's  Elizabeth,  and  the  ablest  ruler  who  ever 
sat  upon  the  throne  of  France,  and  I  hope  thai 
Henry  IV's  ** great  design  "  shall  be  more  than 
fulfilled.  I  believe  that  God  in  His  providence 
intends  that  there  shall  be  established  ou  this 
earth  a  sanhedrim  of  the  nations,  an  areop- 
agus  of  the  peoples,  a  parliament  of  men,  a 
coosolidarity  of  humanity,  a  true  and  just 
intemationaU,  I  dream  the  dream  of  battle- 
flags  furled,  of  war-drums  ceasing  to  throb, 
of  a  congress  of  man  keeping  peace  among  the 
nations  of  the  earth. 

In  voting  against  the  proposed  increase  of 
subsidy  to  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany I  do  not  wish  to  be  placed  in  the  attitude 
of  one  who  yields  to  any  in  the  strong  desire 
which  I  feel  that  the  flag  of  the  Republic  shall 
everywhere,  and  on  every  sea  and  every  ocean, 
supersede  the  robber  banner  of  Great  Britain. 
This  I  do  not  expect  through  subsidies  to  a 
corporation  here  or  a  monopoly  there,  but 
through  profound  influences  ana  natural  causes, 
whertiby  shall  be  accomplished  the  decree  of 
nature  and  of  nature's  God,  that  the  cross  of 
St.  George  shall  be  lowered  before  the  stars 
and  stripes.  Indeed,  I  am  one  of  those  who 
believe  thai  the  statesmen  of  this  country  may 
possibly  be  called  upon  to  consider,  some  de- 
cades hence,  should  the  beautiful  theoretic 
harmony  be  preserved  between  local  self-gov- 
ernment and  a  central  authority  with  limited 
power  and  duties,  whether  a  cluster  of  States 
from  the  West  India  islands  and  a  cluster  of 
States  from  the  islands  of  Great  Britain  &hall 
be  admitted  beneath  the  protecting  folds  of 
that  flag. 

Should  the  people  of  England  aucceed  in 
course  of  time  in  overthrowing  and  eradicat- 
ing the  horrible  effects  of  class  legislation  and 
class  domination,  and  become  a  people  of 
freemen  under  impartial  laws,  it  will  then  be 
well  to  consider  whether,  as  Carthage  became 
chief  over  her  parent  Phoenician  cities,  so  we, 
by  slight  amendment  to  dur  constitutional  sys- 
tem, shall  not  admit  among  the  stars  of  that 
flag  a  constellation  of  stars  representing  the 
islands  ot  Great  Britain.  Thus,  too,  that 
beautiful  comparison  of  our  system  of  gov- 
ernment to  the  heavenly  bodies  will  be  ren- 
dered still  more  perfect,  for  we  shall  haVe 
stars  and  constellations  of  stars  revolving 
around  a  central  authority  which  gives  intel- 
lectual light  and  warmth  according  to  fixed, 
general,  universal,  and  impartial  laws,  but  does 
not  operate  spasmodically,  specially,  locally, 
and  with  partiality. 

MKSSAOK  FHOM  TUB  BENATB. 

Here  the  committee  rose  iuCbrmally ;  and 
the  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair,  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stmpson,  one 
of  its  clerks,  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  without  amendment  the  bill(H.  R.  No. 
1867)  for  the  relief  of  James  T.  Johnston. 

POST  OPFIOC  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  then  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  Post  Office  appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  Wisconsin.  I  had 
not  thought  of  taking  part  in  this  debate,  and 
should  not  now  do  so  but  for  the  fact  that  it 
has  been  assumed  by  several  gentlemen  who 
have  preceded  me  m  the  course  of  this  discus- 
sion that  the  agricultural  districts  of  this 
country  were  called  upon  to  antagonize  this 
proposition.  Representing  as  I  do  a  district 
largely  agricultural,  I  am  unwilling  to  seem 
to  acquiesce  in  the  theory  that  such  a  constit- 
uency has  any  less  interest  in  the  question 
involved  in  this  appropriation  than  other  cun- 
stituencies  have,  or  any  fainter  appreciation 
of  the  vast  national  importance  of  seizing  and 
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controllinjf  the  ftwifdy  aagmenting  commerce 
of  the  Pacific. 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  been  plied  with 
strange  arguments  in  the  discussion  of  this 
qaeatioa  on  the  part  of  those  whu  oppose  this 
appropriation.  One  gentleman  has  told  us 
that  we  are  trastees  in  our  capacity  here  as 
HepresentativeSi  and  have  no  right  to  make  this 
appropriation.  Another  gentleman  has  told 
us  that  this  is  bat  an  en tering- wedge,  a  pioneer 
propositiooy  to  be  followed  by  a  series  of  other 
propositions  of  a  similar  character,  and  there- 
fore we  ought  not  to  make  this  appropriation. 
Another  gentleman  has  assured  us  that  com- 
merce is  governed  by  fixed  principles  of  law, 
and  that  we  need  not  make  tnis appropriation. 
And  others  still  have  shouted  in  our  ears  theory 
of  *' Subsidy  I''  '^Subsidy  I"  as  if  gentlemen 
on  this  floor  were  to  be  governed  in  their  con- 
victions of  duty  in  regard  to  great  questions 
of  this  character  by  the  rattUng  in  our  ears  of 
some  combination  of  letters  of  the  alphabet 
in  lien  of  arguments  addressed  to  our  judg- 
menL  Meanwhile  no  attempt  is  made  to 
satisfy  the  House  that  we  can  command  this 
trade  and  make  it  subservient  to  our  prosperity 
without  such  a  measure. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  whole  (question  is 
in  a  very  narrow  compass.  American  enter- 
prise unaided  and  unsupported  cannot  enter 
into  successful  competition  with  foreign  enter- 
prise supported, -fostered,  and  aided  by  the 
power  of  the  British  Government.     And  the 

?iuestion  is  simply  whether  we  shall  withdraw 
rom  this  ocean  commerce ;  whether  we  shall 
yield  it  up  to  our  rival ;  whether  we  shall  con- 
sent to  relinquish  this  opening  trade  to  another 
Power.  Great  Britain,  with  ner  one  hundred 
and  twenty-two  thousand  square  miles  of  ter- 
ritory, every  foot  of  which  might  be  sunk  in 
one  of  our  larger  lakes  without  seriously  inter- 
fering with  our  lake  commerce,  to-day  controls 
one  Uiird  of  the  commerce  of  the  world.  Of 
an  ocean  commerce  amounting  to  $9,000,000,- 
000,  that  liule  Government  controls  $8,000,- 
000,000,  and  she  has  acquired  this  vast  busi- 
ness and  holds  it  by  subsidies  amounting  to 
millions  annually.  Here  now  is  this  nation 
of  oars,  the  natural  rival  of  England  on  the 
eeas ;  a  continent  with  forty  miiliou  people, 
with  an  ocean  on  one  side  and  an  ocean  on 
the  other  side;  with  more  than  fifty-four  thou- 
sand miles  of  railroad  in  active  operation,  one 
third  of  all  the  railroads  in  the  world ;  with  as 
enterprising  people  as  exists  on  the  face  of 
the  globe ;  with  an  inland  traffic  every  day 
augmenting  and  now  amountiug  to  millions 
upon  millions ;  and  the  question  simply  is 
whether  this  nation  thus  surrounded,  and  with 
such  a  magnificent  opportunity  before  it,  shall 
surrender  this  Pacific  ocean  commerce,  which 
it  seems  to  me  is  within  our  reasonable  reach, 
tu  a  rival  Power.  That  is  the  question  which 
we  are  called  upon  to  solve.  Will  we  have 
or  will  we  spurn  a  commercial  business  which 
will  pay  ua  ten  dollars  for  every  one  we  in- 
vest? 

Upon  the  general  proposition  of  voting  sub- 
sidieSf  I  feel,  I  thinx,  as  reluctant  to  enter 
upon  that  system  of  legislation  as  any  gentle- 
man here.  But  I  am  still  more  reluctant  to 
yield  this  opportunity  to  control  this  great 
Pacific  trade.  And  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
comes  right  to  this -point:  whether  we  shall 
yield,  whether  we  shall  give  up  this  oppor- 
tunity which  is  afforded  us,  or  whether  we 
shall  reach  out  and  seize  and  control  it,  and 
make  it  profitable  to  this  nation,  as  we  have  it 
in  our  power  to  do. 

Mr.  COX.  I  was  not  here  when  this  debate 
began  on  this  particular  amendment  nor  on 
this  bill.  I  wish  to  speak  now  in  the  interest 
of  my  constituents,  i  speak  not  merely  for 
the  merchants  and  ship-owners  of  New  York, 
but  in  the  interests  of  the  people  of  New  York 
and  the  country,  when  I  object  to  all  subsidies. 
In  this  connection, /Mr.  Chairman,  I  present 
the  petition  of  the  Marshalls,  Minturns,  Mor- 
gtLQs,  and  some  hundreds  of  other  shippers  and 


merchants  of  New  York  city,  against  all  sub- 
sidies. In  whatever  form  they  may  be  asked 
for,  by  private  parties  or  by  corporations, 
whether  by  tariffs  or  tax,  bounties  or  gratui- 
ties, I  object.  When  it  comes  to  giving  sub- 
sidies for  our  shipping,  a  large  field  of  inquiry 
opens.  When  it  opens,  the  discarded  and  gen- 
erous merchants  of  New  York  object.  There 
will  be  another  opportunity  for  my  statement 
of  the  reasons  ror  these  objections  when  the 
commerce  bills  come  in. 

One  thing  I  may  say  in  regard  to  our  ship- 
ping. It  is  gone.  I  do  not  now  propose  to 
mquire  whether  it  has  been  destroyed  by  the 
Alabamas.  That  has  already  been  discussed. 
We  know  the  small  per  cent,  destroyed  by  the 
rebel  privateers.  It  is  hardly  worth  consider- 
ing in  comparison  with  the  great  and  general 
loss.  I  do  not  propose  to  inquire  how  much 
has  been  lost  of  our  shipping  by  port  charges, 
though  I  could  show  to  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor  that  the  port  charges  even  of  New  York 
and  of  Maine  and  other  places  iiave  tended 
to  discourage  and  depreciate  our  shipoing.  I 
love  to  be  authentic.  I  quote  from  the  New 
York  Timesof  yesterday  to  show  that  our  piers 
are  not  more  than  half  occupied,  and  the  cause 
assigned  (true  in  part,  perhaps)  is  the  high  and 
oppressive  charges  against  vessels,  including 
quarantine,  whar&ge,  pilotage,  harbor- mas- 
ters, labor,  A;c.,  worse,  it  is  said,  than  in  any 
other  port  in  the  world,  unless  I  may  say  the 
ports  of  Maine.     Why  Maine? 

Must  I  refer  to  the  incomplete  statement 
of  the  honorable  member  from  MainCi  [Mr. 
Hale?]  Well,  why  did  he  stop  his  qaotation 
showing  the  grievances  of  our  shipping  friends 
in  Maine  just  at  the  wrong  comma?  May  I 
quote,  first,  from  a  future  member  of  Con- 
gress from  Maine,  Mr.  Simpson,  in  contradic- 
tion of  the  points  made  by  my  friend,  [Mr. 
Hale  ?] 

In  quoting  from  a  letter  from  St.  John, 
New  Brunswick,  March  24,  1871,  written  by 
Henry  McGilvery,  the  master  of  a  new  bark, 
the  Mendez,  the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr. 
Hale]  stopped  at  the  wrong  period.  He 
should   have  said  what  Captain  McGilvery 

said: 

"  To  dear  a  now  vossel  from  the  oastom-hoaae  here 
costfl  aboat  five  or  six  dollars.  To  clear  the  Mcndes 
from  Belfast  eo8t  $192. 

"This  is  not  the  worst featare  in  the  navigation 
laws.  Bvery  time  a  ship-master  clears  or  enters  his 
vessel  at  the  custom-hoase  he  is  obliged  to  make  oath 
to  a  falsehood.  There  is  no  avoiding  it,  and  all  par- 
ties in  it  know  it  to  be  so.  In  the. case  of  the  Men- 
des,  for  instance,  the  captain,  to  conform  to  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  mokes  up  his  shipping  articles 
for  some  kind  of  a  voyage  to  return  to  the  Unfted 
States,  as  be  caanot  clear  for  a  foreign  port  other- 
wise. Ho  then  ships  a  crew  by  the  run  to  St.  John. 
put«  their  names  on  the  articles  for  the  voyage,  and 
olears  as  the  laws  require.  Well,  becomes  here  and 
pays  the  erew  off,  and  they  go  home  as  agreed. 

**  Now,  he  must  go  to  the  American  oonsal  and 
make  oath  that  his  crew  have  deserted,  as  there  is 
no  law  by  whioh  you  can  l^ally  discharge  a  sailor 
in  a  foreign  port.  The  oastom-hoase  officials  at  Bel- 
fast know  all  this,  the  consul  here  knows  just  what 
is  done;  still,  with  all  this  hnmboggery.  those  Con- 
gressmen ezpeet  us  to  respect  them.  They  get  our 
money,  and  we  get  in  return  the  worst  laws  it  is  pos- 
sible for  us  to  havQ« 

**  I  do  believe  I  could  come  here  and  build  ves- 
sels and  make  mone^  by  it.  They  do  not  have  so 
good  system  in  building  as  we.  They  do  not  need 
to  study  economy  and  manage  as  we  do.  They  have 
at  least  twenty-five  per  cent,  advantage  to  start 
with,  setting  aside  the  difference  in  our  ships.  I  will 
agree  to  build  a  ship  of  the  same  class  and  materials 
hero  at  twenty- five  per  cent,  leas  than  in  Belfast. 
I'conid  set  a  ship  up  here  right  alongside  of  them, 
.and  make  money  at  their  cost  prices. 

"  I  think  now  I  shall  give  up  trying  to  build  ships, 
when  I  realise,  as  one  must  here,  what  disadvan- 
tagGfl  we  are  laboring  under. 

The  Meodex  works  very  nieeiy,  oarries  a  large 
targOiand  is  ready  for  sea,  bound  to  Havana. 

"I  shall  leave  here  for  home  next  Monday. by  the 
American  steamer  New  England  to  Portland,  thence 
by  cars  to  Belfast,  and  be  glad  when  I  get  away  from 
8L  John. 

••  Yours,  truly,  HKNRY  MoQILVKR Y." 

Thus  it  will  appear  that  there  are  port  aud 
other  charges  even  in  Maine  worse  than  even 
New  York.  From  this  it  appears  that  whereais 
in  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  it  only  takes 
five  or  six  dollar  to  fit  out  a  ship  in  the 
way  of  port  chargaS}  in  Maine  it  costs  $192 


and  more,  by  reason  of  that  and  other  impedi- 
ments to  commercial  operations. 

I  come  now  to  something  else.  Sir,  we  can 
only  remove  the  impediments  to  the  revival 
of  shipping  by  doing  away  with  all  subsidies. 
I  mean  by  a  **  subsidy''  anything  given  to  one 
man,  or  to  a  few  men,  or  to  corporations  of 
men,  at  the  expense  of  the  people,  or  the 
Treasury,  or  the  Qovernment. 

When  yon  abolish  the  subsidies  which  your 
tariff  creates,  you  then  begin  the  work  ;  but 
you  do  pot  begin  to  remove  the  mischief  when 
you  add  more  subsidy  to  the  subsidy  which 
has  already  throttled  our  copunerce ;  the  peo- 
ple understand  this,  or  will. 

Mr.  NEQLEY.  Will  tlie  gentleman  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  a  moment? 

Mr.  COX.  I  have  only  five  minutes.  If 
the  committee  will  give  me  an  additionid  five 
minutes  I  will  hear  the  gentleman,  and  will 
respond  to  him. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  might  argue  against  aubsi* 
dies  on  the  ground  of  natural  justice  or  equit;^. 
I  ouote  John  Stuart  Mill,  the  best  writer  dn 
political  ethics  known  to  the  world  of  science. 
In  his  volume  on  Liberty,  he  says : 

*'  To  prevent  the  weaker  memben  of  theoommua- 
ity  from  being  preyed  upon  by  innumerable  vul- 
tures, it  was  needful  that  there  should  bo  an  animal 
of  prey  stronger  than  the  rest  commissioned  to  keep 
them  down.  But.  as  the  king  of  the  vultures  would 
be  no  leas  bent  upon  preying  on  the  flock  than  any 
of  the  minor  harpies,  it  was  indispensable  to  be  in  a 
perpetual  attitude  of  defense  against  his  beak  and 
bis  claws.  The  aim.  therefore,  of  patriots  was  to  set 
limits  to  the  power  which  theruler  should  be  suffered 
to  exercise  over  the  community ;  and  this  limitation 
was  what  they  meant  by  liberty." 

Why  not,  then,  Mr.  Chairman,  deny  hefe 
and  now,  first  to  the  valtures,  (the  corpora- 
tions,) and  second  to  the  king  of  vultures,  the 
power  to  kill  and  devour? 

The  other  day,  in  this  Hoase,  when  I  un- 
dertook to  speak  against  the  restrictions  on 
trade  between  China  and  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  United  States,  by  reason,  first,:  of  the 
natural  blockade  of  snow,  and  next' by.  reason* 
of  a  contract  made  between  the  ovefland  rail- 
roads and  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany, which  now  asks  our  charity,  the  gentle- 
man from  California,  [Mr.  Sargent,]  who  has 
since  been  instructed  somewhat  by  his  State 
in  regard  to  this  business,  undertook  to  repel 
my  statements  in  reference  to  the  Panama 
railroad  and  the  contract  that  had  been  made 
between  the  overland  railroads  and  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  say  now  what  I  said 
then. 

Mr.  CO'K,  Ay !  but  I  can  c  rrect  you,  sir. 
With  all  respect  to  the  honorableSenator  from 
California,  [laughter,]  I  will  show  from  a  de- 
tailed statement,  carefully  prepared  in  the 
office  of  the  Panama  Railroad  Compapy,  that 
the  overland  railroad  company  has  made  an 
unjust  arrangement.  Somebody  has  piled  up 
teas  which  the  people  of  the  Bast  or  the  mid- 
land in  this  country  could  not  ^et  by  reason 
of  the  snow  blockade.  We  might  have  had 
them  at  a  cheaper  rate  bat  for  a  contract  for- 
bidding any  bills  of  lading  or  transportation 
by  other  than  the  plugged  Panama  route.  Yet 
subsidies  are  asked  in  restraint  of  trade. 

I  can  show  that  all  the  gentleman  said  about 
the  Panan\a  Railroad  Company  was  unjust  to 
that  company,  unjust  to  commerce,  unjust  to 
the  people,  unjust  to  the  consumers  of  silk, 
teas,  and  other  Asiatic  products,  and  unjust 
to  those  who  desire  cheap  transportation  of 
products  to  this  country  over  the  Pacific  sea. 
At  the  conclusion  of  my  remarks  I  will  ask  to 
have  read,  so  that  my  friend  from  California 
may  hear  and  answer,  a  letter  from  Mr.  Joy, 
the  honored  president  of  the  Panama  railroad. 
In  this  letter  he  vindicates  his  railroad  com- 
pany against  the  charge  made  by  the  gentle- 
man. That  railroad  was  abused  by  the  gen- 
tleman. I  dare  to  ^peak  for  it  here,  knowing 
somethiuff  of  its  early  history,  k  dare  to  say  a 
ffood  wora  for  its  early  euterpriseand  romantic 
history. 
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Mr.  SARGENT.  I  spoke  from  my  own 
observation,  having  made  ten  or  fifteen  trips 
there. 

Mr.  COX.  I  have  studied  the  whole  history 
of  this  matter. 

Mr.  SARGENT.    I  have  seen  it  all. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  undertook  to 
detail  here  in  this  House  how  he  could  not 
stop  a  little  baby  from  crying  because  there 
was  no  water  on  the  Panama  railroad  cars. 
Therefore,  according  to  his  argument,  we  must 
give  a  subsidy  to  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company ! 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  that  is  the  way  the 
gentleman  understands  an  argument,  it  is  the 
fault  of  his  comprehension,  not  of  my  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  COX.  The  gentleman  said  it  cost 
twenty- five  dollars  in  gold  to  cross  the  Panama 
railroad.  It  used  to  cost  that;  but  it  does  not 
now.  Other  statements  I  could  correct,  as  to 
freights,  &c.  I  will  attend  to  that  hereafter. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  spoke  of  the  time  when 
the  company  had  a  monopoly. 

Mr.  COX.  The  men  who  built  this  Panama 
railroad,  which  opened  the  State  of  California 
to  settlement,  and  who  put  into  that  enterprise 
four  or  five  million  dollars,  never  crawled 
around  Congress  as  paupers,  begging  for 
charity  from  this  Government. 

Mr.  SARGENT.     They  did  not  need  it. 

Mr.  COX.  No,  sir.  But  thev  had  trouble 
enoush  with  the  Governments  of  New  Granada 
and  Colombia.  They  had  not  the  protection 
of  this  Government  in  their  enterprise  abroad. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  They  exacted  tribute 
from  my  State. 

Mr.  COX.  Now,  here  comes  this  Pacific 
overland  company  with  its  largesses  of  money 
and  land  by  the  millions.  They  make  a  con- 
tract so  as  to  prevent  fair  competition  in  the 
rommerce  between  Asia  and  America.  Who 
denies  that?  It  is  a  contract,  one  of  the  par- 
ties to  which  is  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company.  Its  great  plea  for  charity  is,  next 
after  floiirishiDg  our  flag,  that  they  want  unre- 
stricted trade  oetween  Asia  and  this  country. 
Unrestricted  trade — well,  sir  I  Sir,  I  ask  to 
have  read  as  a  portion  of  my  remarks  a  letter 
which  entirely  refutes  everything;  which  the 
gentleman  from  California  has  said  or  can  say 
on  this  subject. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  there  objection  on 
the  part  of  the  committee? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  There  is  only  one  hour 
for  debate,  and  I  object  to  the  gentleman  tak- 
ing np  any  of  that  time  beyond  what  he  has 
been  allowed  under  the  rules. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Let  it  be  printed.  I  object 
to  reading. 

Mr.  COX.     I  should  like  to  have  it  printed. 

Mr.  CROCKER.  I  ask  to  offer  the  follow- 
ing substitute. 

Mr.  COX.  There  is  a  general  request  that 
this  letter,  which  is  authentic,  shall  be  read  at 
the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  object,  as  there  is  only 
one  hour  for  debate. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  object,  as  there  is  only 
an  hour  allowed  for  debate. 

Mr.  CROCKER.  I  offer  a  substitute  for 
the  pending  paragraph  and  amendments. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

After  the  word  *'  dollam,"  in  the  seventh  line,  add 
the  following: 

Provided,  In  the  event  of  war  the  vessels  of  the 
line  may  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States 
Government  for  the  exolasive  use  and  servioe  of  the 
United  States,  sabjeet,  however,  to  snob  remunera- 
tion and  pay  for  the  seme  as  said  Qovemment  sbaU 
deem  jost  and  eqaitable. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  will  be  received,  but 
not  acted  on  until  the  pending  amendments  to 
the  paragraph  have  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CROCKER.     Is  it  open  to  debate? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is;  and  the  gentle- 
man has  five  minutes. 

Mr.  CROCKER.  But  for  a  moment,  Mr. 
Chairman,  shall  I  crave  the  indulgence  of  the 
House.    Iq  looking  over  the  bill  it  did  seem 


to  me  there  should  be  some  safeguards  thrown 
around  this  appropriation  if  it  should  take 
place.  It  did  seem  to  me,  sir,  that  this  whole 
House,  that  each  side  of  this  Chamber,  would 
agree  to  that.  But  I  do  not  propose  at  this 
time  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  bill  at  all, 
but  only  to  bring  this  matter  before  the  House. 
It  is  always  when  we  make  a  bargain,  if  it 
be  made,  that  the  thing  should  be  perfectly 
understood  on  both  sides.  This  will  place  this 
matter  fairly  before  any  corporation  which 
takes  an  appropriation  of  this  sort. 

Now,  sir,  it  has  precedent,  if  not  in  this 
country,  in  England.  In  England  her  steam- 
ships are  under  the  control  of  the  Govern- 
ment. There  are  thirty-two,  to  my  certain 
knowledge,  in  the  Cunard  line  alone,  running 
east  and  west,  if  hich  can  be  converted  at  any 
time  into  store-ships,  carrying  troops,  or  into 
men-of-war.  That  is  the  practice  followed 
there,  and  it  is  so  understood  and  written  in 
their  laws.  I  am  fresh  from  that  land  myself, 
Mr.  Chairm'an,  which  floats  the  flag  of  St. 
George,  and  while  there  I  heard  mutterings, 
over  and  over  again,  like  this:  "Very  wellj 
if  there  is  any  disruption  of  the  peaceful  arbi- 
tration in  reference  to  the  Alabama  claims,  we 
will  take  a  more  speedy  mode  with  our  steam- 
ers and  our  great  navy  ;  we  will  take  a  more 
speedy  mode  of  settling  this  thing.''  Mr. 
Chairman,  that  was  the  saying  I  heard  over 
and  over  again,  that  they  would  take  a  more 
speedy  way  of  settling  the  difficulties.  I  am 
oone.  The  amendment  speaks  for  itself,  and 
I  have  nothing  more  to  say. 

Mr.  SWANN  rose. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  rise  to  make  an  inquiry  of 
the  Chair,  whether  my  colleague's  amendment 
was  received  as  a  substitute,  or  as  an  amend- 
ment in  addition  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  understood 
it  to  be  offered  as  a  substitute. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  think  it  was  intended  to  be 
in  addition. 

Mr.  CROCKER.  Yes,  sir;  I  meant  my 
amendment  as  an  addition  to  the  original 
paragraph. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  is  not 
now  in  order. 

Mr.  SWANN.  I  am  here,  Mr.  Chairman, 
as  the  Representative  in  part  of  one  of  the 
great  commercial  cities  of  the  eastern  sea- 
board, having  the  closest  relation  with  the 
western,  southern,  and  northern  States,  and  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  express  to  this  House 
briefly  the  views  I  entertain  on  the  important 
subject  now  under  consideration.  I  was  grat 
ified  a  day  or  two  since,  when  this  bill  was 
under  discussion,  to  hear  the  remarks  of  my 
honorable  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Brooks,]  and  I  will  say  that  I  concur  most 
cordially  in  the  liberal,  practical,  and  states- 
man-like views  presented  by  that  gentleman 
to  this  House. 

This  question,  sir,  which  we  are  called  upon 
to  decide  is  not  a  party  question.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion that  makes  an  appeal  to  the  people  of  the 
whole  Union,  without  distinction  of  party ; 
and  I  trust,  sir,  that  I  have  the  independence 
to  stand  up  here  in  my  place  and  advocate 
measures  which  I  believe  to  be  of  importance 
and  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  States  of  this 
Union,  North,  South,  East,  and  West. 

This  measure,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  called  a 
subsidy.  It  has  been  denounced  as  a  subsidy.. 
I  have  been  opposed  to  subsidies  heretofore, 
and  I  am  opposed  to  subsidies  still,  as  the^ 
have  been  sanctioned  by  Con||ress.  But  this 
is  a  measure  sui  generis.  It  is  a  measure  of 
State  policy  rather  than  of  subsidy.  You  have 
at  this  time  four  hundred  and  fifty  million 
people  knocking  at  your  doors  for  sympathy 
and  for  guidance  in  the  arts  of  civilization 
and  for  commercial  relations;  and  the  great 
question  for  us  to  determine  here  is  whether 
or  not  you  will  entertain  those  great  interests, 
now  in  a  transition  state,  or  whether  or  not 
you  will  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  approaches 
which  they  are  making  to  you. 


We  know  that  a  short  time  since  a  delega- 
tion was  sent  over  from  China  to  examine  into 
the  institutions  of  this  country  and  their  prac- 
tical working,  that  they  might  enlighten  the 
people  of  that  distant  region  in  regard  to  what 
IS  proper  to  place  their  Government  on  a  foot- 
ing favorable  to  the  development  of  their  great 
resources,  so  that  they  might  occuoy  a  proper 
rank  as  a  commercial  people.  That  aelega- 
tion  came  here  with  a  view  to  the  develop- 
ment of  their  trade,  to  the  improvement  of  the 
internal  condition  of  their  country,  to  the 
enlightenment  of  their  people,  and  to  the 
adoption  of  those  practical  measures  of  reform 
which  have  sprung  np  here  under  our  super- 
vision, and  which  are  already  having  their 
effect  upon  the  whole  civilized  world. 

What  has  been  the  result?  llie  result  of 
that  movement  has  been  that  you  are  detuil- 
ing  officers  to  run  almost  their  whole  ma- 
chinery of  Government.  You  have  given  the 
assistance  of  the  Agricultural  Department,  yon 
have  given  the  assistance  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, you  have  given  the  assistance  of  otiier 
Departments  of  this  Government  to  facilitate 
the -movement  which  is  now  in  progress,  iiot 
only  to  civilize  and  elevate  the  people  of  that 
ancient  empire,  but  to  assimilate  their  instru- 
tions,  as  far  as  that  is  possible,  to  our  own. 

More  recently,  Mr.  Chairman,  wkhin  the 
last  week  or  two,  we  have  had  another  d'i  le- 
gation from  the  same  quarter,  making  the 
same  appeal,  throwing  themselves  upon  the 
friendship  and  sympathy  of  this  country.  The 
result  will  be  that  by  these  movements,  sho  w- 
ing  the  tendency  and  affinities  of  those  people, 
showing  their  disposition  to  open  friendly  in- 
tercourse with  us  in  preference  to  all  other 
nations,  we  «hall  have  built  up  relations  both 
in  China  and  Japan  which  will  not  only  inure 
to  the  benefit  of  this  country  commercially, 
but,  by  the  development  of  a  great  trade,  to 
the  material  interests  of  the  civilized  world. 

I  hold  in  my  hand,  Mr.  Chairman,  a  memo- 
randum of  the  operations  heretofore  of  this 
steamship  company  which  we  are  asked  now 
to  extend.  That  line  has  been,  in  the  main, 
self-sustaining.  I  do  not  believe,  sir,  that  we 
have  lost  one  dollar  by  it.  It  cannot  fail  to 
inure  to  the  benefit  of  the  whole  country.  We 
have  all  felt  the  beneficial  effects  of  it  from 
Maine  to  Georgia,  and  from  the  extreme  Bast 
to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.  We  have,  by  a 
small  contribution,  made  the  entering- wedge 
for  the  attaining  of  a  great  and  vast  trade,  a 
trade  which  is  sufficiently  important  to  hiive 
excited  the  attention  not  only  of  Great  Britain, 
which  has  already  contributed  a  subsidy  toward 
it  of  $2,500,000,  but  I  may  say  of  all  those 
European  Governments  which  are  now  sti  iv- 
ing  to  grasp  it. 

As  I  said  before,  I  represent  in  part  one  of 
the  leading  commercial  cities  of  the  sea- board. 
I  speak  for  a  community  having  great  inter- 
ests in  the  West,  in  the  Southwest,  and  in  the 
extreme  South,  and  I  assert  that  the  aaccDsa 
of  this  steamship  line,  opening  this  vast  tn.de 
with  China  and  Japan,  will  contribute  in  no 
small  degree  to  the  benefit  of  that  community 
and  of  the  whole  country.  No  city  upon  ihe 
Atlantic  coast  can  look  with  indifference  up'>n 
this  measure.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  my  time 
is  exhausted,  I  conclude  by  offering  as  part  <>f 
my  remarks  the  following  table,  showing  in 
detail  the  character  of  the  trade  passing  over 
this  line  to  China  and  Japan,  vet  in  its  infancy, 
and  its  probable  effect  upon  the  great  distriba- 
ting  centers  of  the  West  and  South,  and  th« 
whole  Atlantic  sea-board : 

Shipment9  to  China,  per  BtecuMhip  Japan^  March  1. 

1872,  froni  San  JFVancMoo. 
Apples,  boxes » 1||^ 

Billiard  tables,  oasee J 

Bread,  paokagM 2 

BeaD8,8aoks — •  36 

Boots  and  shoes,  cases ...•"•  * 

Cement,  barrels » -—  ^ 

Clolhinff.  cases .*••  3 

Case  Roods,  oases. » -—  7^ 

Cloeks,  boxes « «g 

Codfish,  cases »,»«'  • 
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2 
4 
4 

192 

182 

lUO 

1 

17 

S3 

1 

9 

122 

5 

60 

1 

10 

7 

11 

1 

2 

500 

2 

50 

40 

1 

1 

23 
9 
3 
3 
5 
1 


Dried  frait,  barrels .• 

Dried  fruit,  half  barrels ^ 

Drags,  CMOS «• 

Flour.  barrcU 

Ftour,  balf  sacks 

Flour,  quarter  sacks 

Fnn»,  boxes 

Fungu9,  sacks 

Groceries,  packages 

Leuliior,  rotlt ^ ^ ~ — • 

Lemons,  boxes 

Otits.  lOO-poand  sacks 

Ouioos,  cases ~ 

Potatoes,  sacks - - — » 

Personal  effects,  packages i 

Pearl  barley ^ases 

Provisions-  -Batter,  paokaffes 

Cheese,  cases.....^ ..« 

Hams,  barrels 

Lard,  cases 

Quicksilver,  flasks 

Salmon,  packages ....m». 

&>ap,  boxes 

Scales,  cases .'. 

Sewing-machines,  cases 

Stoves,  number — 

Tobacco,  eases 

Tobacco,  boxes 

Type,  boxes 

\  inegar,  barrels 

Whisky,  casee 

Wine,  cases •. 

Value ., $43,832  83 

To  Japan, 

Apples,  boxes 25 

Acid,  carboys 26 

Axle  greese.  cases 1 

Barley,  lOO-pound sacks 228 

Book^,  eases « 2 

Bitters,  cases » ».»  4 

Bread,  cases 5 

Brooms,  doxen ~ ~ 4 

Blacking,  eases — 161 

Boots  and  shoes,  cases 204 

Cartridges,  oases 20 

Cider,  keffs 15 

Chocolate,  esfies '5 

Case  goods,  eases 169 

Clocks,  boxes 65 

Clothing,  cases - 20 

Crockery,  barrels 1 

Codfish,  cases 12 

Cement,  barrels 5 

Curios,  packages 2 

Candles,  boxes ~.  25 

Dried  Iruit.  packages...... 2 

Drugs,  packages 48 

Flour,  barrels ^ 241 

Flour,  half  sacks 210 

Flour,  quarter  sacks mm ^1,088 

Fire-arms,  cases 5 

Findings,  cases 1 

Famiture,  packages 90 

Groceries,  packages 37 

Ghissware.  cases 189 

Hats,  eases  20 

Hardware,  packages ^ ~ 45 

Ink,  boxes ~ 119 

Ink.  kegs 12 

Leather,  rolls ^ » 190 

Mackerel,  kits ..• , 5 

Macaroni,  boxes 6 

Mirrors,  oases ^ 5 

Nails,  kegs 10 

Oats,  100-pound  sacks..... 32 

Oil-cloth,  cases 5 

Onions,  boxes '     5 

Potatoes,  sacks 8 

Personal  effects,  pacluMres.....M —  6 

Planter,  barrels 1 

Pumps,  cases 1 

Provisions'— Bacon,  cases 11 

Butter,  barrels 6 

Butter,  eases 1 

Butter,  casks 3 

Batter,  kegs 14 

Cheese,  cases....... 3 

Hams,  tierces 1 

Lard,  eases 4 

Soap,  boxes 180 

Sugar,  barrels ». 10 

Sugar,  boxes 5 

Sirup,  kegs 10 

Salmon,  packages ~ 7 

Seed,  boxes 3 

Stationery,  cases 46 

Sewing-machines,  cases 61 

Stoves,  number ^  1 

Type,  oaacs..... 4 

Tobacco,  boxes i 9 

Tobacco,  cases 2 

Vinegar,  cases ». ~ 11 

Vioegar,  barrels 10 

Wine,  barrels 1 

Value $56,076  35 

TVeoncre. 

To  China $832,923  26 

To  Japan 599.887  31 

ToUl .$1,432.810  57 

Mr.  BECK.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  opposed 
to  this  gubsidj,  and  am  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Farnsvorth,]  for  the  reasons  which  I  stated 
the  other  day.    The  question  is  narrowed 


down  to  this :  a  portion  of  the  members  of 
this  House  desire  to  put  their  hands  into  the 
pockets  of  their  constituents  and  pay  out 
$500,000  to  aid  a  corporation.  Another  por- 
tion of  this  House,  equally  honest  in  their 
purposes,  desire  hot  to  exact  anything  from 
the  people,  but  to  allow  the  men  who  are 
carrying  on  this  commerce  to  buy  shit>8  where 
they  can  buy  them  cheapest,  and  thus  save 
$500,000  in  the  purchase  of  cheap  ships,  and 
do  all  the  work  now  proposed  to  be  done 
without  taking  one  dodar  from  the  people. 
Gentlemen,  like  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land [Mr.  Swann]  and  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Townsend,]  propose  to 
keep  the  tax  upon  the  materials  which  enter 
into  ship-building,  and  make  a  ship  cost  fifly 
per  cent,  more  than  she  oueht  to  cost,  and  to 
take  $500,000  from  the  pockets  of  the  farmers, 
the  mechanics,  thetax-payersof  this  country, 
for  the  benefit  of  this  corporation. 

Mr.  L.  MYEHS.  What  does  the  gentleman 
propose  to  do  with  the  ship-builders  of  this 
country? 

Mr.  BECK.  The  ship-builders  are  building 
no  ships  for  foreign  commerce  now ;  they  have 
a  monopoly  to-day  by  the  navigation  laws  of 
all  the  coastwise,  lake,  and  river  navigation  of 
the  country,  foY*  which  they  charge  their  own 
prices.  And,  sir,  so  far  from  this  case  being 
8ui  generis,  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  made  to  the  Senate 
on  the  4th  of  this  month,  which  I  hope  every 
gentleman  will  get  and  read.  It  shows  that 
this  is  to  be  the  entering- wedge  for  a  great  line 
of  subsidies,  sixteen  in  number: 

No.  1  is  the  Mexican  Qulf  line.  • 

No.  2,  the  Caribbean  line. 

No.  8,  the  east  coast  south  Atlantic  line. 

No.  4,  the  west  coast  south  Pacific  line. 

No.  6,  the  west  coast  north  Pacific  line. 

No.  6,  the  Japan  and  China  line — the  line 
now  under  consideration. 

No.  7,  the  Pacific  islands  line. 

No.  8,  the  Qaeenstown  and  Liverpool  liae. 

No.  9,  the  Galway  and  Glasgow  line. 

No.  10,  the  Hawaii  and  Southampton  line. 

No.  11,  the  Southampton,  Vlissingen,  and 
Antwerp  line. 

No.  12,  the  Hambure  line. 

No.  18,  the  Skagerrak  and  Baltic  line. 

No.  14,  the  Lisbon,  Cadiz,  and  Gibraltar 
line. 

No.  15,  the  north  coast  Mediterranean  line. 

No.  16,  the  south  coast  Mediterranean  line 
from  Gibraltar  to  Algiers. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  There  is  a  seventeenth 
line,  the  Red  sea  and  East  India  line. 

Mr.  BECK.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  overlooked 
that,  as  the  report  was  only  received  from  the 
printer  this  morning.  There  is  a  seventeenth 
line,  the  Red  sea  and  East  India  line.  The 
idea  is  to  establish  a  great  ship-yard  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  where 
alt  ships  are  to  be  built,  and  where  drawbacks 
and  bounties  are  to  be  given  to  any  extent  de- 
sired by  the  ring  for  whose  interest  the  scheme 
is  projected.  Ihis  Government  is  to  take  the 
whole  commerce  of  the  country  under  its 
paternal  care  and  run  it  under  tte  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  other 
officials — a  scheme  wholly  inconsistent  with 
republican  ideas,  but  in  full  accord  with 
the  notions  of  the  absolute  Governments  of 
Europe.  Here  is  the  proposition  ;  read  it  for 
yourselves.  It  is  Executive  Document  No. 
50  of  the  Senate,  and  is  in  full  accord  with 
Executive  Document  No.  10,  which  approves 
and  indorses  the  proposition  of  Ambrose  W. 
Thompson  &  Co.,  which  I  beg  members  to 
read,  whereby  they  will  see  that  it  is  proposed, 
in  order  to  carry  out  this  grand  system  of 
plunder,  to  take  $10,000,000  for  building 
ships,  and  tax  the  people  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, already  overburdened,  to  do  it. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  BECK.  If  you  will  read  these  doou- 
meats  you  will  not  want  to  ask  me  any  ques- 


tions. This  is  the  entering-wedge  to  a  great 
line  of  subsidies  that  will  involve  this  people 
in  an  expenditure  of  at  least  $10,000,000.  and 
yet  we  prohibit  those  interested  in  our  com- 
merce from  purchasing  ships  where  they  can 
buy  them  cheapest,  and  while  we  are  pursu- 
ing that  foolish  policy  in  order  to  aid  the  pro- 
tected monopolists  of  Pennsjllrania  we  keep 
a  tariff  of  over  fifly  per  cent,  upon  everything 
that  enters  into  ship-building. 

The  Secretary,  while  making  all  these  prop- 
ositions for  taxation,  understands  the  theory 
at  least  of  commerce,  as  the  following  quota- 
tion from  this  report  shows.     He  says : 

"The  eommerceof  one  oountry  with  another  is 
merely  an  extension  of  that  division  of  labor  by 
which  so  many  benefits  are  conferred  upon  the  ha> 
man  race,  as  the  same  country  is  rendered  richer  by 
the  trade  of  one  province  with  aoother^  as  its  labor 
becomes  thus  infinitely  fhore  productive  than  it 
could  otherwise  have  been;  and  as  the  mutual  sup- 
ply to  each  other  of  all  the  accommodations  which 
one  provinoe  has  and  another  waats,  multiplies  the 
accommodations  of  the  whole,  and  the  country  be- 
comes thus*  in  a  wonderful  deffree,  more  opulent 
and  happy,  the  same  beftutiful  train  of  consequences 
is  observable  in  the  world  at  large,  that  great  em- 

gire  of  which  the  kingdoms  and  tribes  of  men  may 
e  regarded  as  the  provinces.  In  this  magnificent 
empire,  too.  one  province  is  favorable  to  the  pro- 
duction of  one  species  of  aocommodation  and  an- 
other province  to  another.  By  their  mutual  inter- 
course they  are  enabled  to  sort  and  distribute  their 
labor  as  most  peculiarly  suits  the  genius  of  each 
spot.  The  labor  of  the  hum'an  rade  thus  becomes 
much  more  productive,  and  every  speoies  of  accom- 
modation is  afforded  in  much  greater  abundance. 
The  game  number  of  laborers  whose  efforts  might 
have  been  expended  in  producing  a  very  insigaifl- 
oant  quantity  of  home-made  laxuries.  may  thus  pro- 
duce a  quantity  of  articles  for  exportation  aceom- 
modatea  to  the  wants  of  other  places,  and  which  will 
purchase  in  return  an  aoeumnlation  of  the  luxuries 
of  every  quarter  of  the  globe." 

I  agree  to  all  that ;  but  his  eonclusions  and 
his  remedies  are  wonderfully  lame  and  im- 
potent. Sir,  I  am  an  humble  memt)er  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  of  this  House. 
We  have  been  besieged  day  after  day  and 
night  after  night,  in  committee  and  at  our 
rooms,  by  men,  singly  and  in  sq|uads,  urging 
protection  for  everything  out  ot  which  they 
are  making  or  want  to  make  money.  They 
all  pretend  to  represent  infant  industries ;  they 
are  unanimous  in  asserting  that  they  are  the 
special  friends  of  the  American  laborer,  and 
are  struggling  to  protect  him  against  the  pau- 
per labor  of  Europe.  They  invariably  ignore 
the  potent  fact  that  all  their  demands  are  sim- 
ply efforts  to  tax  the  consumers  of  their  pro- 
ducts to  the  extent  of  the  tax  imposed  in  the 
form  of  the  tariff,  by  enabling  them  to  charge 
the  consumer,  in  addition  to  the  real  value  of 
the  article,  the  percentage  thus  added  to  the 
foreign  cost,  freights,  commissions,  insurance, 
and  other  charges. 

The  revenue  to  be  derived  by  the  imposition 
of  the  tax  is  never  considered  by  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  special  interests,  their  sole 
object  always  being  to  enable  them  to  pocket 
the  increased  prices  which  the  duty  or  lax  adds 
to  the  original  cost.  They  ai^6  just  as  clamor- 
ous when  it  is  obvious  that  no  revenues  will  be 
obtained  by  the  imposition  of  the  tax  as  they 
are  when  it  will.  They  are  all  oblivious  to  this 
equally  potent  fact,  that  they  are  simply  asking 
each  representative  to  take  the  amount  of 
money  they  want  out  of  the  pockets  of  all  the 
people  and  put  it  into  theirs.  I  expect  before 
this  Congress  adjourns  to  hear  of  an  infant  in- 
dustry springing  up  in  New  Hampshire  for  tha 
production  of  oranges,  and  a  demand  for  pro- 
tection against  the  oranges  of  Cuba,  so  as  to 
prevent  the  enterprising  citizen  of  New  Hamp- 
shire from  being  ruined  and  his  industry  pros- 
trated by  the  pauper  labor  of  Cuba.  A  tax  of 
ten  cents  on  each  orange  imported  might  per- 
haps do  it;  if  not,  twenty  would.  Of  course, 
oranges  would  cost  consumers  twenty- five  cents 
each  instead  of  two,  but  that  is  nothing  when 
infant  industries  are  seeking  protection  against 
foreign  pauper  competition. 

And  if  we  pass  this  measure  we  shall  be  told 
that  we  are  destroying  the  infant  industries  of 
the  country  if  we  do  not  vote  protection  for 
this  as  well  as  for  every  other  special  interesti 
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which  means  noihinf;  more  nor  less  thiui  this, 
that  we  are  to  ruin  nine  tenths  of  the  people  in 
order  to  fill  the  pockets  of  a  few  persons  who 
have  special  interests  and  friends  upon  this 
floor. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  I  favor  protection  to  every 
American  indostry  against  every  foreign  one 
which  comes  iti  competition  with  it;  and  this 
bill,  in  aiding  commerce,  will  give  fresh  stim- 
ulus to  the  building  of  ships  such  as  I  tell  the 
gentleman  are,  even  under  our  present  disad- 
vantages, being  constructed  for  foreign  com- 
merce, and  will  tend  to  protect  that  worthy 
class  of  mechanics  who  build  our  ships. 

Mr.  BECK.  To  enrich  a  few  monopolists 
who  have  money  enough  to  control  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  and  send  you  to  Congress  t 
[Laughter  and  applause.] 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  I  fcpeak  of  the  mechanics 
who  build  the  ships. 

Mr.  BECK.  Oh,  the  mechanics  are  also 
taxed  to  death  to  make  the  monopolists  rich. 
Look  at  your  Bessemer  steel  monopoly,  owned 
by  Mr.  Morrell,  Mr.  Griswold,  and  others;  my 
people  are  taxed  $3,000  a  mile  on  the  iron  for 
their  railroads,  and  they  cannot  send .  their 
produce  to  market  without  paying  tribute  to 
these  monopolists. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND,  of  New  York.  No  trav- 
eler who  has  ever  visited  London  has  failed,  in 
the  course  of  his  inquiry  as  to  what  was  noble 
in  that  city,  to  stop  and  pause  for  a  moment 
at  the  marble  shaft  upon  which  is  the  statue 
of  Lord  Nelson.  No  man  descended  from 
the  English  race  can  pause  there  for  a  moment 
without  a  thrill  of  satisfaction  that  God  in 
his  mercy  and  kindness  to  the  human  race 
sent  such  a  specimen  by  his  example  to  bless 
and  eucoirrage  those  who  might  follow  him. 

This  question  has  been  discussed  so  ably, 
but,  I  regret  to  say,  so  unfortunately,  by  the 
gentleman  who  preceded  me,  that  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  occupy  the  attention  of  this  committee 
at  any  great  length.  This  question  is  now 
almost  threAdbare.  The  same  argument  that 
the  eentlemen  from  Kentucky  [JAt,  Beck]  has 
used  here  to-day  was  used  hfteen,  twenty, 
yes,  fifty  years  ago.  It  is  the  same  cry  against 
the  sea-board,  the  same  indifference  to  that 
race  of  people  that  in  our  early  history  con- 
tributed to  make  our  countrv  great,  glorious, 
and  respected  wherever  our  flag  was  borne. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
one  word  right  at  this  point? 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND,  of  New  York.  My  time 
is  limited. 

Mr.  COX.    I  only  want  to  say 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND,  of  New  York.  I  cannot 
yield. 

Mr.  COX.    I  have  here 

Many  Members.     Order  1    Order  I 

Mr.  COX.     I  hold  in  my  hand. 

[Cries  of  "Order!'*  ^^Orderl"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  cox!!  A  petition  from  the  ship-owners 
of  New  York 

^Renewed  cries  of  "Order  1"  "Order  I"] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
New  York  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND,  of  New  York.  I  feel 
somewhat  humiliated,  Mr.  Chairman,  as  an 
American  Representative,  discussing  a  great 
national  question  like  this,  that  there  should 
be  put  upon  our  desks,  that  there  should  be 
sent  to  us,  communications  calculated  and 
intended  to  affect  our  judgment  and  action 
upon  a  question  like  this.  I  hurl  back  with 
scorn  and  contempt  the  insinuation  which 
those  persons  have  chosen  to  throw  upon  this 
enterprise.  I  am  thankful  and  proud  to  say 
that  five  years  a|[0  I  lent  my  influence,  while 
a  member  of  this  body,  to  inaugurate  this 
enterprise.  Since  that  time  nothing  has  oc- 
curred to  change  my  convictions  upon-  the 
subject.  This  line  has  performed  iis  duty 
with  fidelity  and  competency. 

In  deference  to  the  arguments  of  gentlemen 


from  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  a  minoos  sys- 
tem of  legislation  has  been  adopted  which  has 
driven  our  flag  from  the  Alantic,  until  we  are 
now  compelled  to  sail  under  the  flag  of  a  for- 
eigner, to  submit  to  all  the  indignities  which 
any  man  who  has  traveled  must  have  suffered 
in  the  close  confinement  of  a  ship,  until  he 
has  realned  the  fact  that  a  captain  of  a  ship 
is  a  king  and  tyrant.  Any  man  with  the  in- 
stincts of  an  American  must,  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, have  felt  within  him  feelings  of 
disgust  sometimes  beyond  the  power  of  due 
expression.  Any  snch  gentleman  must  feel 
indignant  at  some  of  the  arguments  used  at 
times. 

I  do  not  propose  to  call  in  question  the 
motives  of  any  other  gentleman  in  regard  to 
this  measure.  I  am  here  only  to  express  my 
own  opinion  without  fear  or  favor.  This  lions, 
which  is  seeking  now  to  double  its  efforts,  has 
had  its  prosperity  destroyed  by  reason  of  the 
great  enterprises  carried  into  operation  across 
the  land,  and  which  were  aide^  by  Congress. 
These  gentlemen  are  now  asking  that  their 

groperty  shall  be  protected,  that  they  shall  not 
e  deprived  of  it  by  legislation  favorable  to 
these  land  operations  and  enterprises. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  want  to  ask  the  fi;entle- 
man  from  New  York  [Mr.  Towksbnd]  if  the 
stock  of  this  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 
was  not  watered  from  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  down  to  sixty? 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND,  of  New  York,  No,  sir ; 
it  was  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  now  it  is  only 
sixtv. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Was  it  not  watered  in 
1863,  when  it  was  worth  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five,  down  to  sixty? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Umeof  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Townsevd]  has 
expired. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  The  drift  of  the 
debate  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  this  prop- 
osition has.  been  such  as  to  lead  the  House  to 
believe  that  at  the  present  time  steamships 
cannot  be  operated  except  by  the  aid  of  Gov- 
ernment subsidies.  Such  in  particular  was  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  irom  New  York, 
who  represents  the  Westchester  district,  [Mr. 
Potter.]  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  report  of 
the  Secreti^ry  of  the  Treasury  in  relation  to 
the  foreign  commerce  of  the  United  States 
and  the  decadence  of  American  shipping,  by 
Joseph  Nimmo,  jr.,  chief  of  tonnage  division 
of  the  Treasury  Department.  From  that  re- 
port it  appears  that  at  this  time  there  are  nine 
steamship  lines  running  between  the  ports  of 
this  country  and  Europe  which  are  not  subsi- 
dized, and  only  three  that  are  subsidized. 
That  shows  that  free  ships  may  run  without 
subsidies.  But  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  KellbtJ  told  as  the  other  daj 
that  free  ships  would  be  a  subject  for  ridi- 
cule. He  exclaimed  in  that  language  pecu- 
liar to  himself,  "  A  commercial  country 
without  shipwrights!  Why,  sir,  we  would 
be  the  laughing-stock  of  angels  and  men." 
That  was  very  well  said,  for  the  gentleman 
always  sa^s  things  well,  even  when  they  do 
not  signify  much.  Why,  sir,  the  gentleman 
is  certainly  too  much  of  a  scholar  not  to  know 
that  at  various  periods  in  the  history  of  man 
communities  have  achieved  great  commercial 
success  upon  the  high  seas  without  building 
their  own  ships ;  and  he  ought  to  know,  if  he 
does  not  know,  that  at  the  present  day  four 
magnificent  steamship  lines  are  carrying  Amer- 
ican imports  and  American  exports  to  and 
from  the  United  States  in  ships  that  are  not 
built  either  by  their  owners  or  the  nation  oper- 
ating them,  but  which  are  bought  upon  the 
Clyde.  If  that  is  food  for  lauehter  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  I  oare  say  that 
the  owners  of  those  steamships  can  very  well 
afford  to  be  laughod  at  while  they  pocket  our 
freight  money. 


But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  appropriation  is 
urged  upon  the  ground  that  it  will  aid  narional 
commerce  and  national  shipping.  I  find,  sir, 
that  whenever  somebody  wants  to  put  his 
hands  into  the  national  Treasury,  whenever 
somebody  wants  to  tax  the  people  for  his  pri- 
vate benefit,  it  is  urged  upon  the  high  grounds 
of  public  policy,  of  patriotism,  of  philan- 
thropy. When  somebody  wants  a  subsidy  for 
a  steamship  company,  we  hear  a  great  de^l 
sai4  about  the  "  American  flag,"  and  the  im- 
portance of  securing  "supremacy  upon  the 
seas."  When  a  notroad  company  wants  a 
land  grant,  it  is  all  for  the  benefit  of  actual 
settlers ;  and  when  manufacturers  want  pro- 
hibitory tariff  duties,  it  is  all  for  the  benefit  of 
the  laborer.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  we 
strip  these  several  propositions  of  their  tawdry 
habiliments,  when  we  come  down  to  the  naked 
facts,  we  find  that  the  steamship  company  and 
the  railroad  company  and  the  monopolists 
pocket  the  money  and  grow  rich  upon  what 
our  legislation  secures  to  them,  while  the  peo- 
ple simply  pay  the  bills. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  not  in  the  secrets  of  the 
Pacific  mail  steamship  line ;  but  in  order  to 
show  how  our  proposed  legislation  is  already 
being  abused  for  the  benefit  of  stock-jobbers, 
I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be  read  an  extract 
from  a  financial  circular  published  daily  by  a 
New  York  banking  firm,  and  which  has  been 
sent  to  members  of  this  House.  I  have  marked 
the  extract  I  desire  to  have  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"With  reference  to  Paoifio  mail,  the  prese  re« 
|ft>rts  this  momins  of  the  prooeediofs  In  Conrress 
on  the  queetioD  of  the  sabeidy  seem  to  have  quick- 
ened  the  publio appetite  for  the  stookf  and  the  »rok- 
era  have  received  large  orders  for  it  from  parties 
confident  of  the  Buecess  of  the  applioatioD  for  an  in- 
creased  subnidj.  This  inflaeace  advaooed  the  prie« 
from  62  to  63:  bat  the  rise  had  halting  and  aowill- 
iof  character,  which  has  been  taken  to  indicate 
that  the  pools  in  the  stock  arc  secretly  Bcllinff.  not, 
it  is  thought,  to  abandon  it,  but  to  make  one  of 
those  periodical  '  turni '  so  common  in  the  P5>ol 
manipulations  of  a  stock,  the  benefit  derived  being 
theadiostment  of  interest  and  commissions  accoant, 
and  the  freshenlag  of  the  short  interest." 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Will  the  gentleman  tell 
as  who  constitute  the  firm  from  which  that 
circular  emanates,  and  what  relation  they  have 
to  this  transaction? 

Mr.  DICKEY.  And  te  the  Panama  railroad. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Befora  the  gentleman 
brings  in  here  anything  of  that  kind*,  he  ought 
to  know  something  about  it  and  be  able  to  tell 
us  what  it  is  worth. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  have  caused  to 
be  read  what  has  been  sent  to  members  of 
this  House.  Sir,  this  proposition  has  been 
urged  upon  me  as  the  Representative  of  a 
commercial  city.  It  is  true  I  represent  a 
great  commercial  community,  but  it  is  the 
commerce  which  nature  and  the  energy  and 
industry  of  man  have  given  it,  unaided  by 
bounties  or  exclusive  privileges  to  any  one. 
Now  my  constituents  are  asked  to  tax  them- 
selves in  order  that  certain  parties  may  run  a 
steamship  line  upon  ihe  Pacific  ocean,  a  busi- 
ness which  they  admit  to  be  unprofitable,  and 
which  they  ask  the  people  of  the  United  States 
to  make  profitable  for  them  by  opening  their 
pocket-books.  I  fear  the  quid  pro  qlto  which 
we  are  promised  is  very  vague,  so  *^  thin  "  that 
my  constituents  will  never  be  able  to  see  it, 
while  the  tax  will  cobae  home  to  them  in  a 
very  tangible  shape. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  whole  subsidy  busi- 
ness. I  believe  it  to  be  radically  wrong.  I 
believe  that  a  purchased  commerce,  a  com- 
merce which  exists  by  contributions  upon  the 
people,  while  it  may  natter  the  national  pride 
of  some  and  enrich  a  few,  is  a  burden  and 
not  a  blessing  to  a  country.  These  things 
should  come  naturally,  or  not  at  all ;  they 
should  come  by  the  laws  of  supply  and  de- 
mand, by  the  laws  of  trade,  and  not  by  con- 
tributions upon  the  people.  It  is  not  the 
want  of  legi^ation  which  is  killing  our  ocean 
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eommerce.  On  the  oontrazy,  it  is  dying  of 
too  much  legislation.  Take  off  your  reeiriot- 
ive  laws;  let  us  have  free  ships  or  lower 
duties,  so  that  ships  may  be  built  in  this  coun- 
try, and  the  flag  will  soon  wave  upon  every 
sea.  If  you  want  to  be  a  commercial  people^ 
repeal  the  anti*commercial  laws  now  upon 
your  statute-book.  We  cannot  be  a  commer- 
cial people  and  an  exclusive  people  at  the 
sanae  time ;  we  cannot  combine  the  English 
system  and  the  Chinese  system  in  one  and 
tb('  same  nation. 

Mr.  SARGENT  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  SWANN.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  a 
moment  for  a  suggestion  ? 

Mr.  SARGENT.    I  have  but  five  minutes. 

Mr.  SWANN.  I  was  about  to  say  that  if  it 
meets  the  approbation  of  the  chairman  of  the 
cummiltee,  1  will  move  that  the  time  for  debate 
be  extended  cue  hour. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  not  in  the  power 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  extend  the 
Ume. 

Mr.  PETERS.  And  if  it  were,  I  should 
object. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the 
committee  to  rise  that  the  House  may  extend 
the  time. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  decline  to  yield  for  that 
purpose.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  the  third  day 
during  which  this  debate  has  run;  and  one 
day  we  devoted  about  three  hours  to  this  dis- 
cussion. I  think  that  gentlemen  on  both  sides 
of  the  question  have  been  heard  very  liberally, 
and  ihat  it  is  well  we  should  now  come  to 
some  conclusion  and  dispose  of  this  bill. 

Sir,  it  makes  very  little  difference,  I  sup« 
pose,  in  our  deliberations,  whether  men  own- 
ing this  stock  in  the  New  York  or  any  other 
market  see  fit  to  gamble  upon  the  prospects 
of  the  passage  of  this  bill  or  any  other.  Their 
gambling  operations  extend  to  greenbacks,  to 
Government  bonds,  to  everything  that  is  capa- 
ble of  being  represented  by  a  money  value, 
and  the  argument  which  would  prevent  legis- 
lation in  favor  of  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try on  the  ground  that  those  who  hold  stock 
may  be  benefited  by  it,  or  those  who  have  sold 
**  short'*  may  be  injured  by  it,  has  no  force 
w  h  ALe  ver 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  They  bet  on 
Tittlebat  Titmouse's  life  when  he  fainted  in 
the  fttreet. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Yea,  sir ;  they  gamble  on 
anything. 

Now,  sir,  there  seems  to  be,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Haloeman]  has 
well  said,  though  he  said  it  for  another  object, 
two  classes  of  minds  in  the  country  and  two 
classes  of  men  on  this  floor.  I  suppose  we  are 
here  in  every  sense  representative  men.  Some 
of  as  may  think,  perhaps,  that  the  object  of 
the  Government  is  to  do  nothing-  to  improve 
the  country,  nothing  to  extend  its  commerce; 
that  it  shoald  lie  like  a  log  in  the  way  of  pro- 
gress ;  while  others  believe  not  only  that  the 
Government  ought  to  exercise  its  great  powers 
ibr  the  improvement  of  the  country  and  the 
eztensioa  of  our  commerce,  but  that  the  people 
will  uphold  us  in  doing  that  duly.  I  tell  gen- 
tlemen that  men  of  earnest  conviction  who 
make  public  opinion  do  not  look  with  favor 
upon  narrow-minded  Representatives,  whether 
they  belong  to  the  Republican  or  Democratic 
party ;  on  men  who  tremble  at  the  slightest 
opposition  on  the  part  of  any,  however  small 
a  portion  of  the  people.  They  do  not  look 
with  favor  upon  those  men  who  do  not  dare  to 
do  that  which  they  think  is  right  and  which 
will  aid  in  the  improvement  of  the  country. 
When  the  people  find  a  time-serving  servant 
who  trembles  to  do  what  is  right,  he  is  soon 
passed  by  in  the  rushing  tide  of  public  opin- 
ion, and  men  of  more  stamina  and  nerve  are 
brought  forward  to  fill  his  place.  The  Demo- 
cratic partT  does  not  make  progress  in  popu- 
lar fa7or,  because  it  has  no  liberal  ideas,  no 
Seat  project  for  the  public  good,  and  only 
Ags  on  (he  wheels  of  improvement. 


I  wish  to  say  a  word  in  reference  to  the  Pan- 
ama Railroad  Company,  though  it  does  seem 
to  be  somewhat  out  of  place  to  lug  it  in 
here.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Cox]  has  spoken  mildly  in  their  behalf.  I 
regret  the  letter  he  referred  to  was  not  read. 
1  cannot  yield  to  have  it  read  now,  bat  I  do 
not  object  to  its  being  printed  in  the  Globe. 
It  would  have  given  me  an  opportunity  to 
criticise  it.  The  remark  I  made  the  other  day 
was  that  they  charged  twenty-five  dollars  in 
gold  for  every  passenger  in  the  days  of  their 
power.  I  was  made  to  say  '*  charge,''  instead 
of  **  charged  i''  but  that  I  had  corrected  in 
the  permanent  copy  of  the  Globe.  I  saw 
myself  also  reported  as  remarking  that  the 
charge  of  carrying  freight  a  few  miles  across 
the  isthmus  was  an  enormous  proportion  of 
the  whole  amount  of  carrying  freight  from 
China  to  New  York.  I  did  say  that  it  was 
from  San  Francisco  to  New  xork,  and  had 
that  corrected,  as  any 'gentleman  may  see  by 
reference  to  the  folio  edition.  It  costs  to  carry 
freight  across  the  Isthmus  as  much  as  the  Cen- 
tral Pacific  charges  for  eleven  hundred  miles. 
Their  present  exactions  are  enormous,  and 
have  driven  trade  round  the  Horn.  All  I  said 
of  their  former  dealings  I  repeat. 

Another  thing  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the 
attention  of  the  House.  It  may  be  to  the 
advanti^e  of  New  York  to  have  the  freight 
carried  by  way  of  the  Isthmus.  I  have  nothing 
to  say  against  that  great  commercial  city ;  I 
am  proud  of  it.  But  I  have  already  shown 
Uiat  tea  carried  bprthe  Isthmus,  via  New  York, 
to  Chicago,  to  Cincinnati,  and  to  other  parts 
of  the  \Vest,  costs  six  cents  per  pound,  when 
it  is  delivered  by  the  Central  Pacific  and  its 
connections  at  four  and  three  quarter  cents  to 
the  inferior.  The  West  has  a  direct  interest 
in  this  matter  antasonistic  to  the  Panama  Rail- 
road Company.  Three  fourths  of  the  stock 
of  that  company  are  owned  in  England. 

iHere  the  hammer  fell.] 
[r.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  Mr.Chainiian,itwas 
fitting  and  proper,  in  speaking  in  defense  of  a 
bill  of  this  character,  that  my  colleague  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Townsekd]  should  apostro- 
phise Nelson,  the  chief  corsair  of  a  pirate 
nation,  it  was  proper,  it  was  fitting ;  when 
we  lemember  what  this  corsair  did  at  Nava- 
rino,  Naples,  and  Copenhagen,  and  when  we 
remember  his  other  acts  of  piracy,  it  was 
fitting  for  my  colleague  from  New  York  to 
apostrophize  him  in  asking  a  subsidy  which 
practically  amounts  to  a  robbery  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.  But  while  he  was  glorifying  this 
chiet  corsair  he  abused  the  flag  of  this  pirate. 
It  seemed  to  me  very  strange  that  he  should  con- 
demn the  flag  and  glorify  the  chief;  but  it  was 
well  to  invoke  sympathy  in  behalf  of  the  Amer- 
ican flag  by  abusing  the  British.  I  wish  I  could 
believe  that  he  felt  as  he  spoke.  But  under  all 
circumstances,  no  matter  who  is  benefited  or 
injured,  I  oppose  this  subsidy  as  unnecessary 
and  unjust.  There  has  not  been  an  ailment 
used  in  behalf  of  it  in  this  House  which  could 
not  be  used  in  defense  and  on  behalf  of  every 
other  measure  and  every  other  commereial 
enterprise  in  the  country— not  a  sincle  one. 

We  are  told  by  my  friend  from  Rentncky, 
[Mr.  Bkck,]  whose  opinions  I  respect, and  for 
whose  judgment  I  have  the  highest  esteem, 
that  we  have  lost  our  commerce  by  high  pro- 
tective tariffs.  I  doubt  that  very  much.  Our 
commerce  was  destroyed  during  our  civil  war 
by  British  ships  and  British  money.  The  Ala- 
bama and  kindred  vessels  swept  our  commerce 
from  the  seas,  and  in  doing  this  these  vessesl 
not  alone  swept  away  our  commerce,  but  they 
swept  away  the  capital  which  was  invested  in 
our  commeroial  marine  and  in  our  commercial 
interests  connected  therewith.  Therefore,  since 
that  time  our  commerce  has  been  languishing, 
but  I  hope  it  will  not  long  continue  so. 

I  do  not,  Mr.  Chairman,  approve  -of  this 
idea  that  we  should  go  abroad,  or  encourajge 
our  merchants  to  go  abroad,  to  purchase,  with 
American    money,  ships   built  by  England.  I 


While  we  tax  the  materials  which  enter  into 
our  own  ship-building,  we  would  in  that  way 
be  placing  a  premium  upon  foreign  ships  to 
the  exclusion  of  our  own  manufactures,  and 
to  the  injury  of  the  mechanics  of  our  own 
country.  I  say  we  ought  first  to  look  to  their 
interests.  I  am  willing  to  go  for  any  measure 
which  is  just  and  proper,  that  will  encourage 
and  increase  the  ship-building  of  our  country. 
But  I  will  never  vote  for  a  measure  that  will 
bring  in  here  the  manufactured  articles  of 
Great  Britain  to  the  exclusion  of  our  own 
ships  and  the  detriment  of  our  own  mechan- 
ics. On  that  point  I  wish  to  be  diatinclly 
understood. 

Only  a  few  years  ago  the  value  of  the  st>ck 
of  this  company  was  two  hundred  and  fifty 
per  cenL  of  the  par  value.  Two  dollars  and 
a  half  was  the  value  of  every  dollar's  worth  of 
the  stock.  Why  has  it  gone  down  in  standing 
on  the  stock  exchange?  The  stock  may  have 
been  watered.  I  think  I  have  heard  something 
of  that  kind,  but  I  will  not  vouch  for  it;  a  gen- 
tleman near  me,  who  ought  to  know  the  faotS| 
says  it  was  not.  I  will  assume  that  it  was  not. 
But  it  went  down  because  of  competition  with 
the  railroad  to  which  we  have  given  such 
amounts  of  territory  and  such  vast  sums  of 
money.  That  road  superseded  the  value  or 
usefulness  of  this  line,  and  down  went  i(s  stock 
as  the  necessary  result,  anticipated  by  the 
owners  of  the  stock  and  the  country  at  large 
from  the  opening  of  the  Pacific  railroad. 

Now  we  are  asked  to  give  an  increased  8\ib- 
sidy — for  what?  To  run  up  this  stock  in  Wall 
street.  It  has  been  going  up  ever  since  Ibis 
measure  was  proposed  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  in  anticipation  of  the  increased  subsidy 
of  $500,000,  which  the  stock  jobbers  of  Wall 
street  hope  to  wring  from  an  already  over- 
taxed people  through  their  Representatives  in 
Congress. 

^  Well,  sir,  for  one,  I  will  not  alone  vote  against 
this  bill,  but  against  every  similar  measure 
which  may  be  introduced  here ;  and  I  trust  there 
is  patriotism,  honesty,  and  wisdom  enough  in 
this  House  to  defeat  it  and  every  measure  of 
a  kindred  nature.  Wall  street  stock-jobbers, 
whose  patriotism  is  measured  by  their  bank 
account,  may  speculate  in  the  good  or  bad 
fortune  of  their  country ;  but  they  shall  never 
increase  their  coffers  at  the  expense  of  the 
American  people  by  my  vote  as  a  member  of 
Congress.  Any  bill  which  is  honestly  calculated 
to  restore  our  merchant  marine  to  the  high  and 
prosperous  position  it  occupied  before  our  late 
war }  which  will  give  employment  to  our  ha::dy 
and  skillful  mechanies,  and  restore  once  morn  to 
our  empty  ship*yards  the  hum  of  happy  voices 
and  the  sonnn  of  the  hammer  and  the  mallet, 
I  will  vote  for  freely  and  gladly.  I  want  to  see 
American  ships  built  by  American  artisans 
and  sailed  by  American  sailors*  and  I  hope 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  voting  tor  such  a  bill 
before  this  session  of  Congress  terminates. 

[Here  the  hammer  fellv] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  time  limited  by 
order  of  the  House  for  debate  on  the  pending 
paragraph  and  amendments  has  now  expired. 
The  question  is  on  the  substitute  offered  by 
the    gentleman  from   Illinois,   [Mr.  Farm- 

WORTH.  1 

Mr.  RANDALL.  In  order  that  the  time 
for  debate  may  be  extended  by  the  House,  I 
move  that  the  committee  do  now  rise. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  there  were— > 
ayes  86,  noes  70. 

Mr.  SARGENT  demanded  tellers. 

On  ordering  tellers  there  were — ayes  twenty  { 
not  one  fifth  of  a  quorum. 

So  tellers  were  refused,  and  the  motion  that 
the  committee  rise  was  acreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr. 
Whrblbb  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had  had 
under  consideration  the  state  of  the  Union 
generally,  and  especially  the  bill  (U.  R.  No. 
1070)  making  appropriations  for  the  service 
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of  the  Post  Office  Departmeut  for  the  year 
ending  June  80,  1878,  and  had  come  to  no 
resolution  thereon. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move 
that  the  time  allowed  for  debate  in  the  Com- 
miltee  of  the  Whole  on  the  pending  paragraph 
in  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill  be  extended 
one  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
California  [Mr.  Sargent]  withdraw  his  motion 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Raxdall]  to  move  his? 

Mr.  SARGENT.    I  do  not. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  think  I  have  the  privi- 
lege of  the  floor.  It  was  on  my  motion  that 
we  came  out  of  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  would  not  give  the 
gentleman  the  privilege  of  the  floor.  But  when 
the  motion  again  comes  before  the  House  for 
the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  for  the 
consideration  of  the  pending  bill,  the  Chair 
will  recognize  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Randall]  to  make  his  motion  at 
the  proper  time. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  it  was  agreed  to. 

And  thereupon  (at  four  o'clock  and  five 
minutes,  p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned. 


PXTIT10MS»  KTO. 

The  following  petitions,  ftc,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  AMES :  The  petition  of  F.  W.  Lin- 
coln and  others,  for  an  appropriation  for  the 
improvement  of  Hingham  harbor,  Massachu- 
setts. • 

By  Mr.  ARTHUR:  The  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Kentucky  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
to  pass  a  law  refunding  to  the  people  of  the 
cotton-growing  States  the  amount  of  taxes 
collected  on  cotton  during  the  years  1865, 1866, 
and  1867. 

By  Mr.  BRAXTON :  The  petition  of  Wil- 
liam B.  Hand,  of  Southampton  county,  Vir* 
ginia,  asking  to  have  his  political  disabilities 
removed. 

By  Mr.  COBURN:  The  remonstrance  of  cer- 
tain .citizens  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  work- 
ingmen,  against  the  passage  of  an  act  abolish- 
ing duties  on  any  articles  produced  in  this 
country,  and  warning  the  Representatives 
against  the  Free -Trade  League  of  England. 

By  Mr.  DUNNELL:  The  petition  of  C.  F. 
Dunbar  and  24  others^  of  Minnesota,  late  of 
the  Union  Army,  asking  an  equalization  of 
bounties. 

Also,  the  petition  of  John  Shertree  and  84 
others,  for  the  same  object. 

By  Mr.  GOODRICH:  The  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Waverly,  New  York,  that  such  dis- 
criminating duties  be  levied  on  all  imported 
manufactures  as  will  tender  substantial  protec- 
tion to  labor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Owego, 
New  York,  protesting  against  the  reduction 
of  duties  on  foreign  salL 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Owego, 
New  York)  that  such  discriminating  duties  be 
levied  on  all  imported  manufactures  as  will 
render  substantial  protection  to  labor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Waverly, 
New  York,  protesting  against  the  reduction 
of  duties  on  foreign  salt. 

By  Mr.  McClelland  :  The  petition  of  J. 
B.  Shallenberger,  William  H.  White,  John  H. 
Yeatch,  and  39  others,  honorably  discharged 
soldiers,  citizens  of  Washington  county,  Punn- 
sylvania,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  at  an 
earlv  day  making  an  equitable  equalization 
of  tne  bounties  of  all  soldiers,  sailors,-  and 
marines  who  served  honorably  and  faithfully 
during  any  period  of  the  war. 

By  Mr.  MOREY:    The  memorial  of  Wil- 


son Williams,   of  Louisiana,  praying  an  act 
enabling  him  to  sue  in  the  Court  of  Claims. 

By  Mr.  PERRY,  of  New  York:  The  peti- 
tion of  stove  manufacturers  of  Albany,  New 
York,  asking  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  pig 
iron. 

By  Mr.  SLOCUM:  .The  petition  of  Albert 
Daughty,  for  arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  STOUGHTON:  The  petition  of 
General  F.  W.  Cortenius  and  196  others,  citi- 
zens of  Michigan  and  soldiers  in  the  late  war, 
in  favor  of  a  law  granting  one  hundred  and 
sixtjr  acres  of  land  to  all  honorably  discharged 
soldiers  and  sailors,  and  the  heirs  of  those  who 
are  dead,  with  the  privilege  of  settling  upon 
the  said  land  or  of  disposing  of  the  same  to 
others  for  settlement. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Captain  Amos  D.  Allen 
and  87  others,  for  the  same  purpose. 

By  Mr.  VAN  TRUMP:  The  petition  of 
William  B.  Haynes  and  187  others,  citizens 
of  Ohio  and  late  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  praying  Congress  to  pass  an 
act  giving  to  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines 
who  had  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  $8  88}  per  month  for  the  entire  time 
served,  deducting  all  Government  bounty  here- 
tofore paid. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Poland  and 
12  others,  wholesale  and  retail  grocers  of 
Chillicothe,  Ohio,  praying  a  modihcation  of 
the  tarifif  on  imported  sugars. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  March  20, 1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
llAN,  D.  D. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MORTON,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
yesterday's  proceedings  was  dispensed  with. 

H0U8K  BILL  RKFSRRKD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2025)  for  the  relief  of 
Ruth  A.  Maxiner  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

ORDKR  OF  BUSINK^. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  this  morning  to  take  up  the 
bill  (S.  No.  589)  authorizing  the  construction 
of  a  railroad  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river  at 
EvansviUe ;  and  if  it  is  taken  up,  I  will  then 
give  way  for  morning  hnsiness.  It  is  import- 
ant to  have  the  bill  passed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  asks  unanimous  consent  to  take  op 
the  bill  indicated  by  him,  stating  that  he  will 
then  yield  for  morning  business.  Is  there 
objection? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  I  should  like 
to  ask  a  question.  I  have  a  bill  to  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Patents  that  I  desire  to  have 
passed  this  morning,  which  will  give  rise  to 
no  debate.  I  have  to  leave  town  to-morrow, 
and  thQ  bill  is  for  the  renewal  of  a  patent  which 
expires  this  week.  It  ought,  therefore,  if  passed 
at  all,  to  be  passed  this  week.  As  I  have  to 
leave  town,  I  should  like  to  have  that  bill  taken 
up  this  morning,  if  possible. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  desire,  of  course,  to  ac- 
commodate the  Senator  from  Connecticut. 
Will  the  bill  take  much  time? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  No  time  at 
all,  I  presume. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  the  bill  to  which  I  refer 
is  taken  up  I  will  give  way  to  the  Senator. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  I  will  ask 
the  honorable  Senator  to  allow  me  also  to  call 
up  this  morning  a  small  bill  reported  by  him- 
self, which  will  not  take  two  minutes,  and  will 
give  rise  to  no  debate.  It  is  House  bill  No. 
284,  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Preston,  of 
Baltimore. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears 

no  objection  to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 

from  Indiana,  with  the  suggestions  of  these 

two  Senators  with  regard  to  taking  up  two 

I  other  bills  if  they  should  not  give  rise  to  de- 


bate. The  bill  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  is  before  the  Senate.  The  Chair 
will  state  that  by  unanimous  consent  yester- 
day from  one  to  two  o* clock  to-day  was  as- 
signed for  remarks  by  the  Senators  from  Illi- 
nois and  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  mortgage  the 
balance  of  the  morning  hour  in  faVor  of  the 
Australian  mail  bill,  after  the  bill  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  think  I  have  a  prior  mort- 
gage. 

Mr.  MORTON.     Is  my  bill  up? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  up,  subject 
to  the  morning  business.  The  Senator  from 
California  now  asks  that  in  addition  to  these 
two  bills  the  Australian  mail  bill  be  also  taken 
up.  The  Chair  will  endeavor  to  carry  out  the 
order  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  these  bills, 
although  it  is  quite  difficult  at  times  even  to 
get  up  one  bill.  As  the  Chur  understands, 
the  Senator  from  California  only  gives  notice 
that  he  will  desire  the  residue  of  the  morning 
hour  for  the  bill  indicated  by  him. 

PBTITIONS  AND  HBM0RIAL8. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  joint 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  ask- 
ing Congress  to  refuse  to  reduce  the  preaent 
rate  of  import  duty  on  sumac  or  exempt  it 
from  duty  j  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

He  also  presented  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Viiginia,  asking  Congress  to 
amend  the  bankrupt  act  of  the  United  States 
in  such  manner  as  will  allow  persons  taking 
its  benefits  in  Virginia  an  exemption  equal  in 
amount  to  that  allowed  under  the  homestead 
act  of  the  State;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  COLE  presented  resolutions  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  San  Francisco, 
California,  in  favor  of  raising  the  diplomatic 
representation  at  the  Court  of  Yeddo  to  a 
first-class  mission ;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  William 
Halley,  publisher  of  the  Home  Journal,  of 
Alameda  county.  California,  asking  that  sec- 
tion one  hundrea  and  sixty- two  otthe  postal 
code  bill  be  so  amended  that  persons  known 
as  regular  publishers  and  dealers  in  news- 
papers and  periodicals  may  receive  by  mail 
such  quantities  of  either  as  they  tbay  require  in 
bulk,  .whether  wholly  or  in  part  printed,  and 
pay  the  postage  thereon  as  received  at  the 
same  rates  pro  rata  as  regular  subscribers  to 
publications  weighing  four  ounces,  who  pay 
quarterly  in  advance ;  which  was  referreii  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  have  a 
petition  from  a  large  number  of  citizens  of 
Harper's  Ferry,  Jefferson  county,  West  Vir- 
ginia, praying  for  the  passage  of  the  bill  (S. 
No.  67)  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  lots 
and  houses,  and  lots  sold  by  virtue  of  an  act 
of  Congress  entitled  *'An  act  providing  for  the 
sale  of  the  lands,  tenements,  and  water  priv- 
ileges belouffine  to  the  United  States  at  and 
near  Harper"s  I^erry,  in  the  county  of  Jeffer- 
son, West  Virginia,"  approved  December  15, 
1868.  I  desire  my  collea|rue  to  be  in  his  seat 
when  I  present  this  petition,  as  I  wish  at  the 
same  time  to  call  up  the  bill.  I  have  had  the 
petition  ready  to  present  for  several  raorniogs, 
but  he  has  not  been  in  his  seat  at  the  time. 
I  therefore  give  notice  that  I  shall  ask  for  the 
consideration  of  the  petition  and  the  bill  to- 
morrow morning. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  the  city  of  Red  Wing,  Minnesota, 
asking  authority  to  build  a  bridge  across  the 
Mississippi  river  at  that  place;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  the  petition  of  Den- 
nis Crowley,  praying  relief  from  Congress  oa 
account  of  injuries  received  while  in  charge 
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of  a  light-house  at  the  head  of  the  northern 
outlet  of  Lake  Winnebago,  in  the  Stat0  of 
WisconBiD ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  petition  of  Hon. 
iletiry  C.  Whitney  and  three  hundred  citizens 
of  southern  Kansas,  praying  that  the  public, 
domain  may  be  reserved  to  the  people  for 
liomesteads ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Loinds. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  presented  a 
memorial  of  workers  in  connection  with  the 
Champion  fnrnace,  citizens  of  Champion  vil- 
lage, Marquette  county,  Michigan,  remon- 
strating against  a  chanse  of  the  existing  tariff 
laws  abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  such 
articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this 
country,  and  for  a  repeal  of  all  duties  upou  tea 
and  coffee ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
ubie. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  workers 
in  connection  with  the  Appleton  fnrnace, 
citizens  of  Appleton  Ciiy,  Outagamie  county, 
Wisconsin,  remonstrating  agaicst  a  change  in 
the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or  abolishing 
duties  on  such  articles  as  are  successfully  pro- 
duced in  this  country ;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  workers 
in  connection  with  the  Morgan  furnace,' citi- 
zens of  Morgan  village,  Marquette  county, 
Michigan,  remonstrating  against  a  change  of 
the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or  abolishing 
duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  successfully 
produced  in  this  country }  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  presented  a  memorial  of 
settlers  on  Indian  lands  south  of  Kansas,  pray- 
ing that  they  may  be  allowed  to  secure  titles 
to  their  homes,  and  that  Congress  will  interpose 
to  prevent  their  removal  therefrom ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Mrs.  E. 
Link,  asking  for  a  pension  on  the  ground  that 
Bhe  is  the  mother  of  Henry  Link,  who  died 
from  disease  contracted  while  in  the  Army ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  8HERMAN  presented  two  memorials 
of  workers  in  pig  metal,  citizens  of  Bloom 
Fnrnace,  Scioto  connty,  Ohio,  remonstrating 
agamst  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws 
abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles 
as  are  successfully  produced  in  this  country ; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK  presented  a  petition  of 
preemptors  and  settlers  in  Platte  and  Colfax 
counties,  Nebraska,  praying  that  preemptors 
may  have  five  years  from  the  time  of  filing  to 
pay  for  preemptions;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  praying  the  enactment  of  a 
law  for  the  equalization  of  bounties,  allowing 
$8  33}  per  month  for  the  time  of  service  to 
all  soldiers ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  five  memorials  of  citizens 
of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating 
against  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
earthenware  and  stoneware ;  also  praying  the 
enactment  of  a  law  imposing  a  specific  duty 
of  seven  dollars  per  ton  on  all  foreign  earthen- 
ware, stoneware,  clay  drain  or  sewer-pipes,  and 
chimney-fines,  and  a  duty  of  nine  dollars  per 
ton  on  the  bends,  branches,  and  other  fittings 
of  socb  pipes  and  fines,  and  a  duty  of  ten 
dollars  per  ton  on  all  foreign  day  chimney- 
tops  ;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  present  a  petition  from 
late  soldiers  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
residing  in  different  part«  of  the  Union,  pray- 
ing for  a  modification  of  the  homestead  law. 
I  desire  to  state  that  the  bill  for  the  passage  of 
which  these  petitioners  ask  has  been  reported 
by  the  committee  and  is  now  on  the  table. 
I  have  presented  petitions  and  memorials  rep- 
resenting over  three  hundred  thousand  soldiers, 


asking  for  its  passage.  There  will  be  but 
little  objection  to  it  if  it  can  be  taken  up  and 
heard.  I  suppose  it  can  be  disposed  of  in  five 
minutes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator give  notice  that  he  will  call  it  up  to- 
morrow ? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  did  not  ask  to  call  it  up. 
The  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Looan]  has 
charge  of  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  bill  was  once  before 
the  Senate,  but  was  objected  to. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take 
up  Senate  bill  No.  848,  to  provide  for  the  irri- 
gation of  the  Bear  River  valley,  in  Utah  Ter- 
ritory. 

the  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  are  three 
bills  that  have  been  taken  up  to  be  considered 
during  the  morning  hour  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
and^  two  others,  if  the^  should  give  rise  to  no 
debate.  The  Chair  will  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  that  the  Senator  from  Minnesota 
desires  to  have  another  bill  considered  this 
morning. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  should  be  elad  to  accoin- 
modate  the  Senator,  but  if  I  jield  I  am  afraid 
I  shall  derive  no  advantage  at  all  from  having 
my  bill  taken  up. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  presented  joint  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  of  Virginia,  asking 
Congress  to  refuse  to  reduce  the  present  rate 
of  import  duty  on  sumac  or  exempt  it  from 
duty;  which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia,  asking  Congress  to 
amend  the  bankrupt  aet  of  the  United  States 
in  such  manner  as  will  allow  persons  taking 
its  benefits  in  Virginia  au  exemption  equal  iti 
amount  to  that  allowed  under  the  homestead 
act  of  the  State;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

RBP0RT8  OF  COM  MITT  BIS. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  485)  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident to  appoint  George  Plunkett  a  paymas- 
ter in  the  Navy,  have  directed  me  to  report  it 
back  with  a  recommendation  that  it  pass,  and 
with  a  request  tbat  the  bill  be  taken  up  and 
passed  now.  It  is  a  small  bill  for  the  restora- 
tion of 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana  has  just  this  moment  declined 
to  yield  to  the  Senator  from  Minnesota.  There 
are  three  bills  now  taken  up  by  unanimous 
consent  subject  to  the  morning  business.  If 
the  Senator  will  reserve  it  until  to-morrow 
morning,  he  may  succeed  in  getting  it  consid- 
ered then. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  Then  I  will 
reserve  it.     i  ask  that  the  report  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  order  will 
be  made. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  employes  in  the  model-room  in  the 
Patent  Office,  asking  for  an  increase  of  their 
pay  to  seventy-five  dollars  per  month,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Jerome  B.  Wood- 
ruff, praying  the  extension  of  certain  letters- 
patent,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petition  of  Simeon  Savage 
and  the  bill  (S.  No.  649)  for  the  relief  of 
Simeon  Savage,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
their  further  consideration,  and  moved  the 
indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

J08BPH  W.  FOWLB's  PATBNT. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.     I  now  de- 
sire to  report  from  the  Committee  on  Patents 
,  the  bill  to  which  I  referred  a  few  moments 
since,  the  bill  (S.  No.  646)  to  extend  letters- 


fatent  heretofore  issued  to  Joseph  W.  Fowle. 
report  it  without  amendment,  and  I  ask  that 
it  may  be  now  considered  and  disposed  of,  as 
it  will  take  no  time. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  proposes  to  extend  the 
reissued  letters- patent  numbered  2275,  and 
bearing  date  the  5th  of  Jane,  1866,  to  and  for 
the  benefit  of  Joseph  W.  Fowle,  for  the  fur- 
ther term  of  seven  years  from  and  after  the 
11th  of  March,  1872. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  There  is  a 
report  accompanying  the  bill,  which  can  be 
read  if  it  is  desired. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  should  like  to  hear  the 
report  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  report 
submitted  by  Mr.  Feb&t,  of  Coanecticnt« 
from  the  Committee  on  Patents,  on  the  11th 
instant : 

The  Committee  on  Patents,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  Josph  W.  Fowle,  respeetfoUy  re- 
port aa  follows : 

The  memorialist,  Joseph  W.  Fbwle,  of  Boston, 
Massaobueetts,  is  the  inrentor  of  an  improved  rook- 
drill,  which  was  patented  to  him  in  the  United 
States.  March  11, 1851.  No.  7972,  the  patent  having 
been  extended  without  opposition  from  the  pablic, 
so  that  the  extended  term  will  expire  March  11, 
1872.    The  patent  was  reissued  J  une  5, 1866.  No.  2276. 

This  rock-drill,  or  drilling  machine,  or  engine,  with 
some  modifications,  bat  embodyinpr  the  gist  of  the 
memorialist's  patented  invention,  is  now,  and  for  a 
few  years  pa«t  has  been,  made  and  sold  by  the  Bar- 
leigh  Rock-Drill  Company,  of  Fitchburgh.  Massa- 
chusetts,  and  such  drills  are  those  which  nave  been 
and  are  still  employed  in  the  Hoosao  tunnel,  and  all 
over  the  country  in  quarries,  cuttings,  tannels,  and 
wherever  rook  has  tone  removed  in  large qaantities. 

In  working  the  first  small  machine  of  the  memo- 
rialist's invention,  he  was  exposed  to  wet  and  oold. 
-  and  contracted  rheamatism,  which  steadily  increased 
until  it  became  chronic  and  inflammatory,  and  his 
hands,  arms,  legs,  and  feet  had  become  distorted  to 
such  an  extent  that  from  that  time,  and  ever  since, 
he  has  not  been  able  to  dress  pr  undress,  to  cat  his 
food,  or  to  work.  Under  these  circomstances,  he 
endeavored  to  interest  parties  in  his  invention ;  for 
lacking  means,  health,  and  credit,  he  mast  wait  an 
indefinite  period  or  part  with  a  considerable  frac- 
tion of  the  invention  to  procure  means  for  devel- 
oping its  merits,  and  for  its  introduction  to  publio 
notice.  At  this  time  the  memorialist  was  under 
medical  treatment,  and  earned  the  money  to  pay  for 
his  support  and  oxpensbs  by  making  small  machines 
and  models  for  others. 

In  the  early  part  of  1850  the  memorialist  made  an 
arrangement  by  which  he  assigned  one  half  of  his 
invention  to  a  party  representing  that  he  possessed 
money,  influence^  and  business  ability  to  devote  to 
bring  this  invention  to  publio  use  and  notice. 

December  16, 1850.  the  memorialist  filed  his  appli- 
cation on  which  the  patent  aflerv|ard  issued,  and  the 
assignee^  mentioned  arranged  to  build  a  drilling- 
machine  under  your  memorialist's  supervision,  and 
from  bis  drawings  and  directions.  This  machine 
was  begun  in  June,  1850,  and  completed  in  Septem- 
ber of  the  same  year,  and  operated  successfully ;  but 
as  the  assignee  did  not  pay  for  it,  it  was  not  deliv- 
ered, and  was  not  long  after  dismembered,  and  the 
engine  and  boiler  were  put  to  other  uses. 

Said  assignee  also  failed  to  pay  as  agreed  for  the 
patent,  and  the  memorialist  had  oat  of  bis  scanty 
means  to  furnish  part  of  the  money  needed  to  secure 
the  issue  of  the  patent.  Said  assignee  informed  the 
memorialist  of  an  offer  to  purchase  the  patent  for 
$8,000,  which,  thoogh  far  below  its  value,  the  memo- 
rialist urged  acceptance  of,  but  the  assignee,  in  an 
attempt  to  obtain  more,  failed  to  get  anything. 

The  memorialist  could  find  no  one  to  purchase  % 
fractional  interest,  and  no  one  to  purchase  the'whole 
at  the  rate  asked  by  the  assignee,  and  the  memo- 
rialist had  no  means  for  proceeding  in  equity  to  rid 
himself  of  the  incumbrance  of  the  aesignment  for 
which  the  consideration  had  failed.  Thus  the  me- 
morialist, without  fault  or  neglect  on  his  part^  failed 
for  many  years  to  secure  the  adoption  of  his  inven- 
tion by  the  public.  At  about  the  time  when  the 
first  term  of  the  patent  was  near  expiration,  a  re- 
sponsible solicitor  of  patents  was  induced  to  take  up 
tbe  case  at  said  solicitor's  risk  and  expense,  and  the 
extension  and  reissue  before  named  were  obtained, 
and  when  the  extended  patent  had  but  about  five 
years  to  run  a  negotiation  was  made  by  which  he 
sold  the  extension  to  Charles  Burleigh,  of  Fitch- 
burg,  Massachusetts,  but  owing  to  the  limited  term 
remaining  of  the  extension,  no  considerable  price 
could  be  obtained,  and  after  deducting  the  expenses 
of  the  extension,  reissue,  and  negotiation,  the  memo- 
rial tst  reeei  vod  |5,000. 

The  memorialist  expended,  over  and  above  his 
receipts,  before  and  soon  after  the  date  of  his  patent, 
about  two  thousand  dollars,  so  that  in  fact  all  the 
net  receipts  derived  from  his  invention  by  the  memo* 
rialist  are  about  three  thousand  dollars,  1ms  than 
an  annual  receipt  of  $150  during  the  existence  of  the 
patent. 

This  invention  was  made  in  advance  of  the  abso- 
lute requiremenU  of  the  age,  theagh  with  the  bodur 
U  energy  of  which  the  memorialist  has  been  berexl  he 
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probably  wo«ld  have  raooMdad  in  or«fttias  »  de- 
mand  in  advance  of  that  wbioh  afterward  sprang  up. 

The  invention  is  of  very  freat  and  permanent 
yalue.  The  inventor  has  not  reeeaved  adequate 
remuneration  for  bis  time,  labor,  ingenuity,  and 
expense. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  passage 
of  the  aocompanying  bill. 

Mr.  POMEUOY.  Is  this  a  renewal  to  the 
assignee  ? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  No ;  to  the 
party  himself,  and  it  is  so  stated  in  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

WILLIAM  P.  PBBSTON. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  Now  I  call 
for  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  284, 
which  it  was  agreed  shonld  be  taken  up,  and 
which  was  reported  by  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

By  nnanimoas  consent,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
284)  for  the  relief  of  William  P.  Preston  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
provides  for  the  payment  to  William  P.  Pres- 
ton of  $1,437  98,  for  his  expenses  in  contesting 
the  seat  of  J.  M.  Harris,  of  Maryland,  in  the 
Thirty-Sixth  Congress. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  POMfiROY.  Before  the  bill  passes  I 
wish  to  inquire  why  the  money  was  not  paid 
out  of  the  contingent  fund  ox  the  House  of 
Representatives  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  I  do  not 
know  the  reason  why ;  but  the  bill  was  reported 
unanimously  bv  the  Committee  on  Elections, 
wnd  there  can  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  They  cannot  pay  an  old 
claim  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House. 

The  bill  was  passed. 

ADDITIONAL  EEPOBTS  OF  C0MMITTBB8. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James 
A.  Waymire,  asking  for  two  months'  arrears 
of  pay  as  a  second  lieutenant,  instruct  me  to 
report  a  bill  for  his  payment,  and  if  the  Sen- 
ate do  not  pass  it  now,  I  fear  they  never  will 
pass  it. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  have  declined  to  yield  in 
several  other  cases,  and  I  n^lst  insist  on  pro- 
ceeding with  the  bill  which  has  been  called  up 
on  my  suggestion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  obtained  consent  for  the  consideration 
of  a  bill  relative  to  bridges  on  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Perhaps  there  will  be  time 
to-morrow  morning  for  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  withdraw  his  report,  or 
will  he  have  the  bill  go  on  the  Calendar? 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  do  not  think  I  shall  get  a 
chance  to  make  the  report  to-morrow  morn- 
ing, and  I  rather  guess  I  will  let  it  go  now. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  841)  for  the  relief  of  James 
A.  Waymire,  late  second  lieutenant  company 
M,  first  cavalry,  United  States  Army,  was  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
869)  for  the  relief  of  certain  citizens  of  Glas- 
gow, Missouri,  and  for  other  purposes,  reported 
it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  am  charged  by  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  to 
report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  a  citizen  of  North 
Carolina,  and  I  am  requested  to  ask  for  its 
present  consideration  ;  but  I  will  withhold  the 
report,  because  I  think  it  would  not  be  proper 
to  ask  for  its  consideration  this  morning  while 
the  bill  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is  pend- 
ing. 

Mr.  CALDWELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  630)  to  confirm  sales  of  Shawnee 
Indiaa  land  in  Kansas,  under  the  direction 


and  with  the  approval  of-  the  Secretary  of  t)ie 
Interior,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

BILLS  INTHODDOKO. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  842)  to  authorize  the  construction  of 
abridge  across  the  Mississippi  river,  at  or  near 
the  city  of  Red  Wing,  in  the  State  of  Minne- 
sota, and  to  establish  it  as  a  post  road ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  848)  further  to  provide  fbr  the  punish- 
ment of  offenses  committed  in  the  district  of 
Alaska ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  844)  granting  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  to  the  Cheyenne, 
Iron  Mountain,  and  Pacific  Railroad  and  Tele- 
graph Company ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific 
Railroad,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LOQAN  asked,  and  by  unauimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

845)  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  wagon 
and  railroad  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  river, 
at  Quincy,  Illinois,  and  to  establish  the  same 
as  a  post  road  ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BLAIR  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  t6  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

846)  to  provide  for  holding  a  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  in  and  for  the  western  dis 
trict  of  Missouri ;  which  was  read  twice  by  it» 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  askea,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave   to  introduce  a  bill 

is.  No.  847)  granting  a  pension  to  Adrian  S. 
jee;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

OBIO  RIVMR  BRID0I8. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana  obtained  unanimous  consent 
during  the  pendency  of  the  morn  ins  business 
for  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  539. 
The  morning  business  having  now  concluded, 
that  bill  comes  up  regularly  in  order. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  539) 
authorizing  the  construction  of  a  railroad  bridge 
across  the  Ohio  river  at  or  near  Evansviile, 
in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  reported  the 

bill  with  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  all  of 

the  first  section  after  the  word  *' provided," 

in  the  thirteenth  line,  in  the  following  words : 

Xbat  said  bridco  shall  be  built  with  an  unbroken 
or  oontinaoQS  span  of  not  leas  than  four  bundred 
feet  in  the  clear  from  pier  to  pier  over  the  main 
ohannel  of  said  river,  and  sball  b«  oonstrticted  in 
all reepeotsin  aooordanoe  with  the  conditions  and 
limitations  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  establish 
eertain  post  roads/'  approved  July  14, 1862. 

And  to  insert  the  following : 

That  every  bridce  hereafter  erected  across  the 
Ohio  river  below  the  mouth  of  the  Bif  Sandy  shall 
have  at  least  one  span  of  a  height  of  not  less  than 
one  hundred  feet  above  low  water,  and  of  not  less 
than  forty  feet  above  hiffhest  water,  measured  to  the 
lowest  part  of  the  span;  that  this  high  span  shall 
give  a  dear  opening  of  at  leaat  four  hundred  feet 
between  the  piers,  measured  at  right  angles  to  the 
current  at  every  stage,  and  that  it  shall  be  placed 
over  that  portion  of  the  river  used  by  boats  during 
ordinary  stara  of  water:  Provided  further  ^  That  in 
esse  this  high  span  is  not  over  the  low-water  chan- 
nel, suitable  arrangements  be  made  elsewhere  to 
permit  the  passage  of  single  boats  under  the  bridge 
at  low  water:  that  all  bridges  over  the  Ohio  river 
bolow  the  Covington  and  Cincinnati  suspension 
bridge  shall  have,  in  addition  to  the  high  span  pre- 
scribed  above,  a  pivot-draw,  giving  two  dear  open- 
ings of  one  hundred  and  6ixty  feet  each,  measured 
at  right  uigles  to  the  current  at  the  average  stage 
of  water  in  the  river,  and  located  in  a  part  of  the 
bridge  that  can  be  safely  and  conveniently  reached 


at  that  stage  {  and  that  said  draw  shall  be  opened 
prnmpUy,  upon  reasonable  signal,  for  the  passive 
of  boats  whose  construction  shall  not  be  such  as  to 
admit  of  their  passage  under  the  permanent  spam 
of  said  bridge,  except  when  trains  are  passing  over 
the  same. 

8ko.  2.  That  the  piers  of  tbe  high  span  and  the 
piers  of  the  draw  shall  be  boilt  parallel  with  tbe 
current  at  that  sta^e  of  the  river  which  is  mo^^t  im- 
portant for  navigation ;  and  that  no  rip-rape  or  other 
outside  proieotlon  for  imperfect  foaoaattons  will  be 
permitted  in  the  channei-way  of  the  high  span  or 
of  the  draw  openings. 

Sbc.  3.  That  any  person,  company,  or  corporation 
authorised  to  construct  a  bridge  across  the  Ohio 
river  by  the  States  upon  whose  territory  said  bridge 
will  abut  shall  submit  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for 
his  examination  a  design  of  the  bridge  and  piers, 
and  a  map  of  the  location*  giving,  for  the  space  of  at 
leaat  one  mile  above  and  one  mile  below  the  pro- 
posed location,  the  togography  of  the  banks  of  the 
river,  the  shore-lines  at  high  and  low  water,  the 
direction  of  the  enrrent  at  all  stages,  and  the  soaod- 
ings  accurately  showing  the  bed  of  the  stream,  and 
shall  furnish  suoh  other  information  as  may  be  re- 
aniredfora  foil  and  satisfactory  andM^tanding  of 
the  subject  by  tbe  Secretary  of  War ;  and  if  tbe  6ee- 
retary  of  War  is  satisfled  that  the  provisions  of  the 
law  have  been  complied  with  in  regard  to  locatiou, 
the  building  of  the  piers  may  be  at  once  com- 
menced; bnt  if  it  shall  appear  that  theoonditioas 
f»reeoribed  by  this  act  cannot  be  complied  with  at  tbe 
ocati^n  where  it  is  desired  to  constrnct  the  bridge 
the  Secretary  of  War  sball  detail  a  board,  eompocied 
of  three  experienced  officers  of  the  corps  of  engin- 
eers, to  examine  the  case,  and  may,  on  their  recom- 
mendation, authorise  such  modifications  in  the 
requirements  of  this  act  as  will  permit  tbe  con- 
struction of  the  bridge:  Ptmiided,  That  the  free 
navigation  of  the  river  be  net  materially  injured 
thereby. 

Srg.  4.  That  all  parties  owning  or  operating 
bridges  over  tbe  Ohio  river  shall  maintain,  at  their 
own  expense,  from  sunset  to  sunrise  throughout 
the  year,  such  lights  on  their  bridges  as  may  be  re- 
quired by  the  Ligfat-Honse  Board  for  the  security  of 
navigation. 

Sbc.  5.  That  any  bridge  constructed  under  this  act. 
and  according«to  its  limitations,  shall  be  a  lawfol 
straoture,  and  shall  bo  recognised  and  known  as  a 
post  route,  upon  which,  also,  no  higher  oharge  shall 
be  made  for  the  transmission  over  the  same  of  the 
mails,  the  troops,  and  the  munitions  of  war  of  the 
United  States,  than  the  rate  per  mile  paid  for  the 
transportaton  over  the  railroaos  or  public  highwayi 
leading  to  said  bridge;  and  in  case  of  any  litigation 
arising  from  any  obstruction  or  alleged  obstruction 
to  the  navigation  of  said  river  created  by  the  con- 
struction of  any  bridge  under  this  act,  the  cause  or 
que8ti9n  arising  may  be  tried  before  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  of  any  State  in  which  any 
portion  of  said  obstruction  or  bridge  touches :  and 
that  ail  railway  companies,  or  aay  of  them,  desiring 
to  use  the  said  bridges,  shall  have  and  be  entitled  to 
equal  rights  and  privileges  in  tho  passage  of  the 
same,  and  in  the  use  of  themaohinery  and  fixture 
thereof,  and  of  all  the  approaches  thereto,  ander  and 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Secretary  of  War,  upon  hearing  the 
allegations  and  proofs  of  the  parties,  in  case  they 
shall  not  agree. 

Sko.  6.  That  the  right  to  alter  or  amend  this  act 
so  as  to  prevent  or  remove  all  material  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  of  said  river  by  the  oonstructioa 
of  bridges  is  hereby  expressly  reserved ;  and  that 
aay  bridge  or  bridges  constructed  under  this  act 
shall  be  built  under  and  subject  to  such  regulations 
for  the  securityof  the  navigation  of  said  river  as  tbe 
Secretary  of  War  shall  prescribe;  and  the  said 
bridges  shall  be,  at  all  times,  so  kept  and  managed 
as  to  offer  reasonable  and  proper  means  for  the  pas> 
safe  of  vessels  through  and  under  them;  and  the 
said  bridges  shall  be  changed,  at  the  cost  and  ex- 
pense of  the  owners  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  as 
Congress  may  direct,  so  as  to  preserve  the  free  and 
con  venient  navigation  of  said  nver;  and  the  author- 
ity to  erect  and  continue  said  bridges  shall  be  aab- 
ject  to  revocation  by  law  whenever  the  public  sood 
shall,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  so  require. 

Sbc.  7.  That  joint  resolution  No.  10,  approved 
Aprils,  1869,  authorisingtheoonstruotionof  abridgo 
over  the  Ohio  river  at  Paducah,  be.  and  tbe  same 
hereby  is,  repealed. 

Mr.  MORTON.     I  move  to  strike  out  from 

the  amentiiuent  proposed  by  tho  committee 

in  lines  twenty  two  and  twenty-threey  on  the 

second  page,  the  following  words:   **of  not 

less  than  one  hundred  feet  above  low  water." 

The  amendment  reads  thns : 

That  every  bridge  hereafter  erected  across  tho 
Ohio  river  below  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy  shall 
have  at  least  one  span  of  a  height  of  not  less  than 
one  hundred  feet  above  low  water,  and  of  not  leas 
than  forty  feet  above  highest  water. 

The  provision  that  it  ahall  be  one  hundred 
feet  above  low  water  is  entirely  unnecessary 
for  any  good,  but  it  may  be  productive  of  eyilt 
for  it  may  turn  out  that  a  bridge  one  hundred 
feet  above  low  water  may  be  seventy-live  feet 
above  high  water,  a  great  deal  higher  than  is 
necessary.  The  impprtaut  provisiuii  in  regard 
to  the  height  of  the  bridge»^s  its  height  above 
high  water.    The  second  provision  iSy  '*aod 
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of  not  less  than  forty  feet  above  the  highest 
water."  That  is  the  material  provision.  I 
leave  that  in,  but  I  propose  to  strike  oat  that 
part  which  says  it  shall  be  one  hundred  'feet 
above  low  water.  That  is  wholly  unnecessary, 
and  may  become  oppressive  and  even  prevent 
the  building  of  a  bridge,  because  it  may  hap- 
pen, from  the  breadth  of  the  channel  of  the 
river  at  that  point,  that  the  difference  between 
the  high  water  and  low  water  might  not  be 
over  twenty-6ve  feet,  and  this  company  would 
be  obliged  to  build  a  bridge  seventy* five  feet 
above  high  water,  perhaps,  a  thing  they  could 
not  do. 

Mr.  UAMSEY.-  I  stiggest  to  the  Senator 
that  almost  all  the  bridge  bills  authorizing 
bridges  over  western  rivers  require  an  eleva- 
tion of  fifty  feet,  and  not  forty  feet,  above  high 
water.  This  is  bnt  forty  feet,  while  almost  in- 
variably the  requirement  has  been  fitty  feet ;  I 
do  not  know  an  exception.  I  suppose  that  is 
graduated  to  the  height  of  the  chimneys  on 
their  steamers. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
that  that  is  a  subsequent  question,  not  Vising 
on  the  clause  which  I  move  to  strike  out.  The 
proposition  I  now  make  is  to  strike  out  the 

f provision  in  regard  to  one  hundred  feet  above 
ow  water.  That  would,  perhaps,  prevent  a 
bridge  being  built  at  Evansville,  because  the 
river  is  very  wide  there  and  the  banks  low, 
and  the  water  is  not  so  high  as  it  is  at  other 
places. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  am  sorry 
that  the  Senator  from  Indiana  proposes  to 
amend  this  bill  at  all.  As  I  understand,  the 
amendment  now  reported  is  one  prepared  care- 
fully at  the  War  Department  with  the  assent 
of  the  engineers,  and  it  is  intended  to  regu- 
late the  construction  of  bridges  below  from 
the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy  to  the  mouth  of 
the  Ohio  river,  a  distance  of  seven  hundred 
miles.  It  is  consequently  a  bill  of  very  great 
importance.  This  amendment  raises  the  iden- 
tical question  that  gave  rise  to  the  trouble  in 
Cincinnati,  where  we  were  compelled,  in  the 
interest  of  commerce,  to  require  the  company, 
after  they  gained  what  they  claimed  to  be  a 
vested  right,  to  raise  their  bridge  from  seventy 
to  one  hundred  feet.  A  suit  probably  is  now 
depending  to  endeavor  to  throw  upon  the  Uni- 
ted Slates  the  cost  of  that  change.  A  change 
was  absolutely  demanded  by  the  interests  of 
the  whole  people  of  that  region.  The  Senate 
will  all  remember  the  struggle  we  had  over 
that  matter.  Now,  with  this  provision  stricken 
out  this  bill  will  give  rise  to  the  same  contro- 
versy ;  it  will  enable  a  rival  company  to  build 
a  bridge  in  Cincinnati  precisely  m  conformity 
to  the  bridge  we  have  declared  to  be  a  public 
nuisance  by  our  action. 

I  think  the  Senator  ought  to  be  careful. 
If  you  strike  out  this  limitation  of  one  hun- 
dred feet  above  low-waier  mark,  then  any 
company  may  build  a  bridge  across  the  Ohio 
river  at  any  place  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Big  Sandy,  a  distance  of  seven  hundred  miles, 
only  seventy  feet  above  low- water  mark,  ana 
it  is  admitted  that  in  some  places  on  the  Ohio 
river  that  will  create  a  practical  balk  and 
prevention  of  pavigation  at  certain  stages  of 
the  water.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  had 
better  let  this  stand  as  the  War  Department 
prepared  it. 

There  is  a  claase,  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  in  the  bill  providing  that  where 
the  requirements  of  the  bill  are  impracticable, 
and  it  shall  be  so  decided  by  the  board  of 
engineers,  the  board  of  engineers  may  make 
the  proper  changes  in  that  particular  locality 
after  a  report  shall  have  been  made  and  after 
an  examination  shall  have  been  had.  It  seems 
to  me  that  that  clause  is  sufficient  to  provide 
for  any  peculiar  circumstances  at  Evansville. 
I  am  not,  for  one,  prepared  to  vote  for  an 
amendment  of  this  bill  which  may  enable  a 
railroad  company,  perhaps  not  in  this  partic- 
ular location  but  in  some  other  location,  to 


block  up  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  and 
renew  the  controversy  we  had  here  a  year  ago. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Either  my  friend  from  Ohio 
does  not  understand  this  bill  or  I  do  not  The 
question  of  importance  is  nofhow  high  this 
bridge  shall  be  above  low- water  mark,  but  how 
hieh  it  shall  be  above  high  water.  The  diffi- 
culty in  the  case  of  Cincinnati  was  that  the 
height  required  by  the  original  act  did  not 
raise  the  bridge  to  a  sufficient  height  above 
high  water,  what  was  known  to  be  high- water 
mark.  This  bill  coutarns  a  provision  that  it 
shall  not  be  less  than  forty  feet  above  high- 
water  mark.  Where  is  the  importance  of  say- 
ing it  shall  be  one  hundred  feet  above  low 
water?  There  is  no  difficulty  about  passing  a 
bride  at  low  water  if  it  is  only  fifty  feet.  That 
is  not  the  point.  The  question  is  as  to  the 
high-water  mark.  By  requiring  a  bridge  to  be 
one  hundred  feet  above  low  water  at  a  point 
where  the  river  is  very  wide  and  the  banks  are 
low,  you  might  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
company  to  build  the  bridge,  for  there  it  would 
make  it  more  than  the  requisite  height  above 
the  high-water  mark.  Now,  the  navigation  of 
the  river  is  guarded  by  requiring  a  bridge  to  be 
of  a  sufficient  height  above  high- water  mark; 
and  therefore  to  prevent  this  embarrassment 
this  clause  is  not  necessary;  it  can  give  no 
security  whatever  to  navigation.  I  propose  that 
it  shall  be  stricken  out.  If  the  other  provision 
in  regard  to  the  height  above  high  water  is  not 
satisfiactory,  amend  it,  but  let  this  provision  be 
stricken  out  that  can  be  of  no  possible  service, 
but  mav  be  an  absolute  detriment. 

Mi;.  POMEROY.  I  apprehend  the  difficulty 
in  this  bill  is  the  same  difficulty  that  we  have 
had  once  or  twice  before.  It  is  trying  by  a 
general  law  to  provide  for  every  case  up  and 
down  a  river,  when  each  case  should  be  con- 
sidered by  itself.  When  we  pass  laws  to  build 
bridges  on  the  Missouri  river  each  case  is  con- 
sidered by  itself,  and  there  is  an  act  providing 
for  bridging  the  river  at  that  particular  place, 
because  the  banks  and  bluffs  and  approaches 
are  different  at  different  places.  Now,  sup- 
pose you  had  a  general  law  made  applicable 
to  every  point  np  and  down  that  river  that 
every  bridge  should  be  so  high.  If  it  has  got 
in  every  place  to  be  so  high,  it  would  be  in 
some  places  entirely  unnecessary;  in  some 
places  it  would  prevent  the  bridging  of  the 
river  at  all,  and  in  other  places  the  bridges 
might  be  built  under  the  law  so  as  to  destroy 
the  navigation.  I  do  not  know  anything  of 
this  particular  measure.  I  see  that  it  destroys 
one  bridge  that  has  already  been  granted  by 
act  of  Congress.  What  I  object  to  is  what  I 
have  always  objected  to  for  years  and  years, 
and  that  is  a  general  law  applying  to  every 
case.  The  Cincinnati  case  should  be  consid- 
ered by  itself;  all  the  conditions  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  approaches  should  be  considered ; 
and  so  you  should  consider  each  separate  case. 
I  think  it  a  dangerous  thing  to  pass  a  general 
law  that  shall  be  applicable  to  every  point  on 
the  river. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  agree  with  the  Sen- 
ator fVom  Indiana  that  the  important  part  for 
this  bill  to  guard  is  to  get  the  proper  height 
above  high- water  mark.  I  do  not  think  it 
makes  much  difference  as  to  the  height  above 
low-water  mark.  We  have  a  bridge  across 
the  Missouri  river  at  Leavenworth,  a  bridge 
that  I  took  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  myself, 
and  the  act  anthorizinff  that  bridge  provides 
that  it  shall  be  fifly  feet  above  high  water 
mark.  That  is  supposed  to  be  sufficiently 
high  to  permit  all  steamboats  to  pass  under  it 
without  interfering  with  their  chimneys ;  and 
I  presume  that  is  what  we  wanted  to  get  at. 
Probably  at  some  point  of  the  river  where  the 
river  is  very  wide  it  would  not  be  necessary 
to  have  the  bridge  so  high  above  low-water 
mark,  but  what  we  wanted  was  to  fix  the 
proper  height  above  high- water  mark  ;  and  that 
IS  what  I  understood  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
proposes  to  do  now. 


Mt.  MORTON.  Tes,  sir,  and  to  strike  out 
the  other  part  which  would  be  an  absolute 
obstruction  to  the  building  of  the  bridge  as  it 
stands. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  If  you  get  the  bridge 
sufficiently  high  to  allow  steamboats  to  pass 
under  it  without  obstruction  to  navigation, 
that  is  all  that  is  necessary. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  offered 
bv  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  to  strike  out  the 
clause  which  provides  that  the  bridge  shall  be 
one  hundred  feet  above  low-water  mark. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  wish  to  defeat 
the  Evansville  bridge  at  all ;  I  know  that  my 
friend  from  Indiana  is  sensitive  about  it ;  but 
we  have  had  stniggles  enough  on  this  subject, 
and  the  public  interests  have  been  so  much 
affected  by  building  bridges  already  made  on 
the  Ohio  river,  that  he  and  I  botn  ought  to 
guard  the  interests  of  the  public,  not  merely 
to  secure  a  railroad  bridge  at  this  place.  I 
have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  pre- 
pared by  the  engineer  department,  as  I  under- 
stand. I  am  perfectly  willing,  if  the  engineer^ 
say  in  this  particular  case  it  will  not  impede 
the  navigation  of  the  river  to  lower  the  bridge, 
that  that  shall  be  done.  There  is  a  provision 
in  the  bill  which  provides  for  the  very  case, 
that  where  the  restrictions  of  the  bill  cannot 
be  complied  with  without  preventing  the  erec- 
tion of  the  bridge,  then,  on  the  report  of  the 
engineer  department,  the  Secretary  of  War 
may  modify  them  in  such  particulars  adapted 
to  the  location  as  will  enable  the  bridge  to  be 
built  without  doing  damage  to  the  navigation. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  and  I  are  equally 
interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river. 
In  all  the  bills  for  bridges  below  the  mouth  of 
the  Big  Sandy  heretofore  erected,  including  the 
two  at  Cincinnati,  each  of  which  cost  over  a 
million  dollars,  the  companies  have  been  com- 
pelled to  erect  bridges  one  hundred  feet  above 
low-water  mark,  and  Congress  was  required 
by  the  sentiment  of  the  whole  section  of  coun- 
try there  to  compel  a  railroad  company  that 
had  erected  a  bridge  to  raise  it  thirty  feet,  and 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  joibed  with  me  in 
compelling  the  company  to  do  it.  They  are 
now  seeking  redress  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  because  we  changed  the  law 
in  that  particular. 

It  seems  to  me  that  neither  the  Senator  nor 
any  Representative  of  anv  of  these  western 
States  ought  to  favor  a  law  general  in  its 
character  that  will  enable  any  railroad  com- 
pany to  erect  any  number  of  bridges  for  a  dis- 
tance of  seven  hundred  miles  along  the  river 
merely  to  suit  the  particular  location  at  Evans- 
ville. The  bill  as  reported  is  so  carefully 
framed  and  carefully  guarded,  that  if  there  are 
any  peculiar  circumstances  at  this  particular 
location  that  disable  them  from  complying 
with  the  general  provisions  of  the  law,  it  points 
out  a.mode  by  which,  afler  proper  examina- 
tion, the  Secretary  of  War  nyiy  dispense  wila 
those  requirements  in  particular  cases.  It 
seems  to  me  the  bill  has  been  carefully  framed 
with  that  view.  Otherwise  this  matter  ought 
to  be  referred  to  the  War  Department,  or  if 
the  Senator  can  show  that  the  provisions  of  the 
bill  ought  not  to  apply  to  Evansville,  then 
there  ought  to  bean  express  section  providing 
that  in  the  case  of  that  particular  bridge  the 
requirements  of  the  law  should  not  be  enforced. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  what  the  greatest  rise 
of  water  is  at  this  point? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
greatest  rise  of  water  is ;  but  at  that  point,  if 
the  Senator  was  ever  there,  he  knows  the  river 
is  very  wide  and  the  banks  are  comparatively 
low. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Will  the  Senator  inform 
me  why  it  is  that  this  bridge  has  been  reduced 
from  fifty  to  forty  feet? 

Mr.  MORTON.     I  will  explain  that  after 
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we  get  through  this  amendment  to  the  satis- 
factioD  of  the  Senator. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  It  may  be  important  in 
considering  the  amendment  the  Senator  now 
proposes.  If  forty  feet  above  low  water  is  not 
enough,  and  one  hundred  feet  above  low  water 
does  give  fifty  feet  at  high  water,  we  should 
retain  the  one  hundred  feet  at  low  water. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
that  it  roi^ht  happen  that  the  two  requirements 
would  be  inconsistent  with  each  other.  I  will 
explain  the  reason  why  it  is  put  at  forty  feet 
in  this  case  directly.  In  the  original  require- 
ment of  the  bridge  at  Cincinnati,  seventy  feet 
above  low  water  did  not  give  forty  feet  above 
high  water.  Now,  is  it  not  clear  that  it  is 
wholly  unnecessary  to  say  one  word  about  how 
high  the  bridge  shall  be  above  low  water  pro- 
vided you  require  it  to  be^  a  sufficient  height 
above  high  water  7    That  is  the  point. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  whether  the  bridge 
at  Cincinnati  was  not  required  to  be  raised  be- 
cause it  was  not  sufficiently  high  above  high- 
water  mark?  Is  not  that  so? 
•     Mr.  MORTON.     That  is  the  point  precisely. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  If  it  had  been  suffi- 
ciently high  above  high  waterthere  would  have 
been  no  necessity  for  raising  it  and  increasing 
the  height.  As  I  understand  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  he  wants  to  fix  the  bridge  at  Evans- 
ville  sufficiently  high  above  high- water  mark. 
If  forty  feet  is  not  high  enough,  let  us  make  it 
fifty  or  sixty  feet,  but  let  us  gauge  it  by  high- 
water  mark,  and  then  it  does  not  make  any 
diSerence  whether  it  is  seventy-five  or  one 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  above  low-water  mark. 
If  it  is  high  enough  above  iiigh- water  mark  so 
as  not  to  permit  any  obstruction  of  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river,  that  is  sufficient. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  would  not  interpose 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill.  But  the  bill  as 
reported  comes  to  us  from  a  department  expe- 
rienced in  bridge  building,  perfectly  famiUar 
with  all  these  matters.  The  engineers  have 
examined  all  these  sites,  and  they  are  per- 
fectly familiar  with  the  whole  subject.  This 
bill  comes  from  them  with  these  provisions 
and  limitations.  It  embraces  the  navigation 
of  seven  hundred  miles  of  the  most  important 
inland  navigation  in  this  country.  There  are 
several  bridges  already  erected,  each  of  which 
has  been  required  to  be  built  one  hundred  feet 
above  low.  water.  It  seems  to  me  any  sudden 
change  of  these  requirements  would  be  wrong, 
at  least  without  a  reference  to  the  department 
that  practically  framed  this  bill.  I  do  not 
wish  to  interpose  against  the  bill,  certainly  I 
do  not  wish  to  interpose  any  delay  to  its  pas- 
sage. I  wish  a  bridge  here  at  Evansville,  but 
I  wish  it  constructed  in  such  a  way  as  not  to 
obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  river. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  '  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  should 
like  to  have  the  amendment  reported. 

The  Chief  CUrk  read  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  which  was  in  section  one,  lines 
twenty  two  and  twenty-three,  to  strike  out  the 
words  **of  not  less  than  one  hundred  feet 
above  low  water,  and  ;'*  so  that  the  clause  will 
read: 

That  every  bridffe  hereafter  erected  aoross  the 
Ohio  river,  below  tne  mouth  of  the  Biff  Sandy,  shall 
have  at  least  one  span  of  a  height  not  less  than  forty 
feet  above  highest  water,  measured  to  the  lowest 
l>art  of  the  span. 

Mr.  MORTON.  One  remark  further.  This 
bill  in  a  subsequent  clause  guards  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  river  by  requiring  that  the  bridge 
shall  be  of  sufficient  height  above  high  water, 
and  all  the  engineers  in  the  world  cannot  show 
that  it  is  of  the  slightest  importance,  if  that  is 
done,  to  make  it  one  hundred  feet  above  low 
water.  But  in  a  case  where  the  river  is  very 
wide  and  where  the  high  water  is  not  as.great 
as  it  would  be  at  Cincinnati  where  the  banks 
are  high,  requiring  it  to  be  on^  hundred  feet 


above  high  water,  it  might,  and  probably  would^ 
put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the  company  to  build  a 
bridge  at  all.  As  there  can  be  no  possible  im- 
portance in  this  requirement,  audit  it  operates 
at  all  it  can  only  operate  as  an  obstruction,  I 
ask  the  Senate  to  strike  it  out. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  whether  he  thinks  forty  feet 
above  high  water  is  sufficiently  high  for  this 
bridge  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  .will  be  with  another 
provision  in  the  bill  that  was  not  in  the  bill 
under  which  the  Senator^s  bridge  was  built. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  The  reason  I  ask  the 
question  is  this :  I  have  had  something  to.  do 
with  the  build ine  of  a  bridge  across  the 
Missouri  river  at  Fort  Leavenworth,  and  our 
bridfi^e  is  fifty  feet  above  high-water  mark  to 
the  Tower  chord  of  the  bridge,  and  we  sup- 
posed that  that  was  as  low  down  as  we  could 
put  it  so  as  not  to  obstruct  the  navigation  of 
the  river.  I  only  make  that  suggestion  be- 
cause my  idea  is  that  a  bridge  should  be  suffi- 
ciently high  not  in  any  way  to  obstruct  the 
navigation  of  the  river,  if  forty  feet  is  not 
high  enough,  we  should  amend  it  and  make  it 
fifty  feet. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
that  forty  feet  above  high- water  mark  is  high 
enough  for  the  passage  of  boats  upon  any 
ordinary  rise  in  the  river.  It  would  be  very 
high  water  when  forty  feet  above  high- water 
mark  would  not  be  sufficient  to  enable  boats 
to  pass  under  the  four  hundred  feet  span. 
But  the  amendment  of  the  committee  con- 
tains a  provision  that,  in  addition  to  the  four 
hundrea  feet  span  across  the  channel  of  the 
river,  there  shall  be  a  pivotal  draw,  with  one 
hundred  and  sixty  feet  in  the  clear  on  each 
side,  which  would  be  entirely  sufficient  for 
boats 'at  extreme  high  water.  That  is  put  in 
because  it  would  be  difficult  in  many  places 
on  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  rivers  to  build  a 
bridge  at  all  if  it  is  required  to  be  more  than 
forty  feet  above  high-water  mark ;  and  to  meet 
such  an  exigency  another  provision  of  the  bill 
requires  that  the  bridge  shall  have  this  draw 
with  two  clear  passages  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  feet  each,  which  can  be  used  by  boats  in 
case  of  extreme  high  water.  At  Evansville, 
from  what  I  know  of  the  height  of  the  banks 
on  each  side,  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
to  build  a  bridge  more  than  forty  feet  above 
high  water,  and  there  are  a  great  many  other 
points  on  the  river  in  the  same  condition. 
Therefore  the  engineer  department  has  guarded 
against  that  contingency  by  requiring  of  every 
bridge  a  draw  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  on 
each  side  of  the  pivot,  in  the  clear. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  whether  this  change  from 
one  hundred  feet  above  low  water  to  forty  feet 
above  high  water  has  been  recommended  by 
the  board  of  engineers? 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  amendment  reported 
by  the  Senator  contained  the  provision  about 
forty  feet  above  high  water,  which  I  consider 
makes  the  other  wholly  unnecessary. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Is  thai.change  recom- 
mended by  the  board  of  engineers? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  do  not  know  what  was 
recommended  by  the  board  of  engineers  except 
as^  I  find  it  in  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  It  will  be  remembered 
by  Senators  that  less  than  a  year  ago  we  had 
some  trouble  at  Cincinnati  with  a  bridge  that 
was  built  in  accordance  with  law,  yet  the  peo- 
ple of  Cincinnati  made  a  great  ado  about  it, 
and  I  believe  the  Government  is  liable  now, 
or  supposed  to  be  liable,  for  some  very  large 
sum  for  changing  the  condition  of  the  law. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  explain  that? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  that  the  original  law  as  to  the 
Cincinnati  bridge  did  not  specify  the  height 


above  high  water,  but  required  it  to  be  seventy 
feet  above  low  water ;  and  seventy  feet  above 
low  water  did  not  give  the  requisite  height  above 
hij^h  water,  and  consequently  a  chattge  had  to 
be  made  there.  The  Senator  knows  the  char- 
acter of  the  banks  on  each  side  of  the  river  at 
Cincinnati. 

Mr.  SllERMAN.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  what  is  the  difference  between 
high  and  low  water  at  Evansville? 

Mr.  MOIiTON.  I  do  not  know,  but  1  know 
it  cannot  be  so  great  as  at  other  points,  because 
the  river  is  so  wide  there. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  From  what  committee 
did  this  bill  emanate? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  believe  the  Committee 
on  Commerce.  I  think  yon  reported  the  bill 
yourself;  I  am  sure  you  did. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  If  it  came  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  it  is  recommended 
by  the  board  of  engineers. 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  came  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Senators  have  asked  me, 
why  have  a  double  measurement?  The  an- 
swer is  obvious  ;  it  is  because  the  rise  of  the 
river  varies  very  much.  In  some  places  the 
difference  between  high  and  low  water  may 
not  be  over  tea  feet;  in  some  places  it  issixty 
feet.  Now,  the  ordinary  height  of  a  vessel 
going  up  and  down  the  river  is,  I  am  told, 
fifty-six  feet  above  the  water-line  to  the  top 
of  the  smoke-stack.  The  purpose  is  to  let  a 
vessel  plying  up  and  down  the  river  so  through 
this  wide  span  at  ordinary  stages  or  the  water 
without  going  through  the  draw.  It  is  a  very 
great  inconvenience  to  be  compelled  to  carry 
a  steamboat  through  a  draw  on  a  river,  espe- 
cially when  the  current  is  rapid.  For  that  rea- 
son the  board  of  engineers  have  always  insisted 
upon  a  double  measurement,  so  many  feet 
above  low- water  mark  and  so  many  feet  above 
high-water  mark,  so  that  these  vessels  in  their 
ordinary  navigation  will  never  be  compelled  to 
go  through  the  draw  except  in  extraordinary 
cases  of  high  water. 

I  certainly,  in  defense  of  the  interests  of 
my  constituents,  would  not  be  justified  in 
allowing  this  bill  to  go  through  with  a  change 
in  this  particular  without  the  recommendation 
of  the  board  of  engineers,  or  some  person  who 
must  know  more  about  it  than  we  do,  espe- 
cially when  these  heavy  requirements  have 
been  made  of  companies  that  have  constructed 
bridges  across  the  Ohio  river  in  my  own  State. 

Mr.  WiNDOM.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  what  is  the  present  heighth  of  the  Cin- 
cinnati bridge  above  high  water? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  one  hundred  feet 
above  low  water,  and  about  fortj^  feet  above 
high  water,  I  think.  I  thought  it  was  about 
forty- five  feet,  but  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
sa^s  forty.  It  is  built  in  exact  conformity  to 
this  provision. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  should  think  we  ought 
to  have  further  information  before  making  the 
change  now  proposed.  It  may  be  that  the  bill 
is  precisely  right  with  the  proposed  change ; 
but  I  should  rather-  have  an  opinion  from  the 
board  of  engineers  that  it  is  right  before  we 
pass  a  law  which  may  cause  great  expense 
either  to  the  builders  of  the  bridge  or  to  the 
Government  by  requiring  the  company  to 
change  its  plans  for  the  building,  and  I  think 
it  had  better  go  over  until  we  can  obtain  fur- 
ther information. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  simply  desire  to  say  one 
word  before  the  morniug  hour  expires.  I  do 
not  see  in  what  respect  it  can  be  important  to 
require  a  bridge  to  be  one  hundred  ^et  above 
low  water  when  there  is  another  provision  re- 
quiring it  to  be  forty  feet  above  high  water, 
and  that  is  the  material  one.  If  you  require  a 
bridge  to  be  one  hundred  feet  above  low  watet 
in  Cincinnati,  that  will  make  it  forty  feet  above 
high  water.  A  bridge  one  hundred  feet  above 
low  water  at  Evansville  would  be  seveoty*five 
feet  above  high  water,  I  presume,  though  I 
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hardly  know  how  mueh  it  would  make  it, 
because  I  do  not  know  what  high  water  is 
there,  bat  I  do  know  that  that  provision  can- 
not be  of  any  importance,  whether  recom- 
mended by  engineers  or  anybody  else.^  There 
is  a  common  sense  about  that  which  is  not  to 
be  answered  by  any  report  of  engineers. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Allow  me  to  ask  the 
Senator  a  (question.  Suppose  the  rise  of  the 
river  there  is  only  ten  feet — and  if  the  river  is 
very  wide  probably  ten  feet  will  be  the  rise — 
then  the  requirement  as  to  this  bridge  would 
be  only  fifty  feet  above  low  water,  and  every 
steamboat  up  and  down  the  Ohio  river  would 
be  compelled  to  go  through  the  draw,  a  very 
hazardous  and  troublesome  matter.  If  the 
rise  and  fall  is  forty  feet,  then  the  provision  is 
all  right  enough,  or  if  it  is  thirty  (eet ;  I  have 
never  been  at  Bvansviile,  and  I  ask  the  Sena- 
tor what  the  rise  is  there.  An  ordinary  steam-, 
boat  is  fifty  six  feet  high  to  the  top  of  the 
smoke-stack  ;  some  are  much  higher,  but  the 
ordinary  height  is  fifty-siz  feet  Therefore,  if 
the  bridge  is  to  be  only  forty  feet  above  high- 
water  mark,  and  there  is  only  ten  feet  differ- 
ence between  high  and  low- water  mark,  the 
result  is  that  every  steamboat  would  have  to 
go  through  the  draw. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  TheSenato»from 
Ohio  will  suspend.  The  morning  hour  has 
expired,  and  the  Chicago  relief  bill  is  before 
the  Senate,  and  the  Chair  will  read  the  agree- 
ment then  made,  in  the  words  of  the  then  Pre- 
sidiog  Officer,  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island, 
[Mr.  Anthovt:] 

**  The  pRCSiDiNO  OmcBB.  Pendinr  the  motion, 
the  Chair  wilt  uoortaia  whether  the  proposition 
ii  properly  understood.  It  is  that  at  two  o'clock 
to-morrow,  by  aDanimoos  consent,  the  Senate  will 
proceed  to  vote  upon  the  pending  amendknents  to 
the  bill,  and  any  other  amondmenta  that  may  be 
proposed,  without  further  debate. 

'*  Mr.  Cabpbntbb.  And  the  time  between  one  and 
two  o'clock  shall  be  divided  between  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  and  myself. 

"  The  PRKSIDINO  Officbb.  ^uch  the  Chair  under- 
stands to  be  the  agreement." 

The  Chicago  relief  bill  is  now  before  the 
Senate,  to  be  discussed  for  one  hour.  The 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  the  Chair  under- 
stands, is  first  entitled  to  the  floor. 

DIBATSd  or  00NGBK8S. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  ask  the  assent  of  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  to  have  a  bill  on  the 
table,  wliich  has  come  from  the  House  of 
Representatives,  laid  before  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  bill  (S.  No.  681)  providing 
for  the  reporting  and  printing  of  the  debate^ 
in  Congress. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
non-concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  ask  for  a  committee 
of  conference. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  think  we  had  better 
concur. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    Mr.  President- 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  has  not  yielded  for  debate.  This 
matter  will  go  over. 

MKBSAGB  FROBl  THB  U0U8I. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  following  bills; 
in  which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  101)  for  the  relief  of  F. 
B.  Bruyton ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1094)  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  A.  Weidner; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1261)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  D.  West,  of  Sandusky,  in  the  State 
of  Ohio ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1288)  for  the  relief  of 
Sluman  S.  Bailey,  collector  of  internal  reve- 
n«e  for  the  fourth  district  of  Michigan ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1700)  for  the  relief  of 
Bi^t^U^  ^  Eivanj9  f 


A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2027)  for  the  relief  of 
William  Howard: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2028)  for  the  relief  of 
William  Stoddard,  late  assistant  quartermaster 
United  States  volunteers ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2029^  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  H.  Thompson,  of  New  Orleans,  Lou- 
isiana ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2030)  for  the  relief  of 
Wylly  Woodbridge ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2031)  for  the  relief  of 
Peck,  Van  Horn  &  Co. ; 

A  bill  (B.  R.  No.  2032)  for  the  relief  of 
John  H.  McQuown,  of  Illinois; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2038)  for  the  relief  of  B. 
C.  Bailey ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No  2034)  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  G  Allen,  of  London,  England; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2036)  for  the  relief  of 

A  bilffH.  R.  No.  2037)  for  the  relief  of 
Alpheus  1*  obes,  late  pension  agent  in  the  city 
of  New  York ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2038)  for  the  relief  of 
William  M.  Stafford,  late  acting  district  attor- 
ney for  Montana  Territory ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2039)  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Westcott,  of  Portland,  Maine ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2040)  for  the  relief  of 
Redick  McKee  * 

A  bill  (H.  r'.  No.  2041)  for  the  relief  of 
the  children  of  John  M.  Baker;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2042)  for  the  relief  of 
Fannie  M.  Jackson,  of  Tennessee. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  bill  (S.  No.' 547)  to  authorize 
the  construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  at  or  near  the  town  of  Clinton,  in 
the  State  of  Iowa,  and  other  bridges  across 
said  river,  and  to  establish  them  as  post  roads, 
with  amendments ;  in  which  it  requested  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
House  had  passed  the  bill  (S.  No.  94)  for  the 
relief  of  Miss  Keturah  Cole. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  635)  to  change  the  name 
of  the  pleasure  yacht  Lois  to  that  of  Sea- 
Witch. 

IRON-SHIP  BUILDINO. 

Mr.  SCOTT  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing: 

Re»olved^  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate  two  thousand  extra  copies  of  Bxeoutive  Doc- 
ument No.  50t  second  session  For ty-Seoood  Congress, 
bein^  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  com- 
manicatinR,  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  March  13, 1871,  further  information  in  rela- 
tion to  proposals  for  establishing  iron-ship  building 
yards  and  docks. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBFlBRaKD. 

On  mofiOQ  of  Mr.  WEST,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  jpetition  and  papers  of  Marcus 
Walker,  on  the  files  of  the  Senate,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

JOHN  P.  UALB. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
directing  them  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  proposing  an  appropriation  to  compensate 
John  P.  Hale  while  ministerat  Madrid,  Spain, 
have  directed  me  to  report  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  to  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1328)  making  appropriations  for  the  con- 
sular and  diplomatic  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1873,  and 
for  other  purposes,  which  I  offer  by  direction 
of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. 

CHICAGO  FIRH. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  555)  for  the  relief  of  sufferers  by  fire  at 
Chicago. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  .  Mr.  President,  I  shall 


detain  the  Senate- but  a  very  few  moments  on 
this  bill.  Out  of  deference  to  the  superior 
experience  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Trumbull]  l4hought  it  was  due  to  him  that  I 
should  vield  the  floor  to  him  at  first;  but  I 
believe  he  prefers  to  close  the  debate  ;  and  re- 

§ardin^  him  as  holding  thelaboring  oar  in  this 
iscussion,  I  think  he  is  fairly  entitled  to  do 
so.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  bill  is  so  mani- 
festly unconstitutional  that  it  will  require  all 
the  ingenuity  of  that  honorable  Senator,  at  a 
time  when  there  can  be  no  reply  to  him,  to 
satisfy  tue  Senate  that  it  is  proper  to  pass  it. 

In  the  first  place,  let  me  reier  again  to  the 
provision  of  the  Constitution  which  I  claim 
that  this  bill  conflicts  with : 

"  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  ooUeot 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the  debts 
and  provide  for  the  common  defense  and  general 
welfareof  the  United  States;  but  all  daties,  imposts, 
and  excises  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United 
•States." 

A  great  many  arguments  have  been  attempted 
in  reply  to  the  objection  that  this  bill  is  uncon- 
stitutional, but  they  all  seem  to  me  to  ignore 
the  true  construction  of  the  Constitution.  The 
uniformity  which  is  secured  by  the  Constitu- 
tion is  a  uniformity  of  duties  '^  throughout  the 
United  States.'^  The  thing  is  secured,  not  a 
name,  not  a  mere  fiction ;  but  the  substance 
which  this  Constitution  has  secured  is  that  the 
duties  shall  be  the  same,  and  be  paid  the  same 
throQghont  the  United  States.  And  Mr.  Chief 
Justice  Marshall  says  this  means  not  only  all 
the  States  as  such,  but  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, the  Territories  of  the  Union,  and  every 
spot  and  place  over  which  the  authority  of  the 
General  Government  extends. 

But  it  is  insisted  that  under  this  bill  the 
duties  would  be  the  same  and  be  paid  the  same 
as  they  would  be  if  the  bill  should  not  be  passed. 
The  fact  that  the  duties  paid  are  immediately 
repaid  to  the  person  who  has  paid  the  duties 
is  claimed  to  be  only  an  appropriation  of 
money,  in  no  wi^  objectionable  under  this 
provision  of  the  Constitution.  I  referred  to 
this  point  the  other  day. 

I  will  admit  that  if  a  mere  abstraction  had 
been  all  the  Constitution  was  intended  to 
secure  there  might  be  some  force  in  this  argu- 
ment;  but  when  we  consider  the  object  of  this 
section,  it  is  trifling  with  the  intelligence  of  the 
Senate  and  the  country  to  say  that  there  is 
uniformity  of  dAties,  when  by  the  law  which 
lays  the  duty  it  is  provided  that  the  man  who 
pays  it  shall  immediately  receive  it  back  again. 
This  is  not  a  payment  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Constitution,  but  a  thin,  palpable  evasion 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution. 

It  is  said  that  if  these  duties  had  been  col- 
lected and  paid  into  the  Treasury  we  could 
appropriate  the  same  amount  for  any  object  in 
our  opinion  falling  within  the  constitutional, 
that  is,  the  common  defense  and  general  wel- 
fare of  the  United  States,  and  that  this  bill  is 
in  effect  an  appropriation  of  so  much  money 
as  the  duties  would  amount  to.  That  argu- 
ment has  been  replied  to  two  or  three  times 
already,  and  especially  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Scott.]  In  every 
State  of  this  Union  the  Constitution  and  laws 
provide  that  after  a  man  has  been  tried  and 
convicted  for  murder  the  Governor  may  par- 
don him.  The  President  may  also  pardon  all 
crimes  committed  against  the  United  States. 
Now,  do  Senators  see  no  difference  between 
providing  that  after  a  man  has  been  convicted 
he  may  be  pardoned,  and  a  statute  which 
should  in  advance  declare  that  every  man  who 
was  tried  and  convicted  should  be  pardoned  7 

If  you  say  here  to  a  city,  to  a  State  in  ad- 
vance, ^*  You  may  have  the  benefit  of  free 
trade  for  twelve  months,' '  what  is  the  result 
of  it?  Why,  you  stimulate  the  trade  of  that 
State,  and  the  benefit  which  they  are  to  re- 
ceive is  a  benefit  limited  and  measnred  only 
by  themselves.  They  may  import  a  million, 
they  may  import  a  hundred  millions.  In  either 
case  your  statute  covers  it.  In  a  case  where 
property  has  been  imported^  a  particular  duty 
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is  in  theTreftsaty^and  you  wUh  to  return  it  for 
Bome  reason,  you  are  acting  upon  a  known 
sum  and  making  an  appropriation  for  reasons 
which  you  deem  sufficient. 

Now,  an  appropriation  may  be  made,  of 
course,  for  an  improper  purpose.  I  am  not 
speaking  of  that,  tfut  1  am  trying  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  clear  distinction 
that  exists  between  a  bill  which  ai)propnates 
a  sum  of  money  which  has  been  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  and  a  bill  which,  in  advance,  pro- 
vides that  a  State  or  6ve  States  may  jiave  the 
bene6t  of  free  trade  for  twelve  months. 

The  Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Wbiodt,]  who 
is  too  good  a  logician  to  falter  at  the  legiti- 
mate consequences  of  his  argument,  was  com- 
Selled  to  admit  yesterday  that  it  made  no 
ifference  that  this  excepted  territory  was  a 
city.  The  principle  would  be  the  same  as  to 
the  whole  State  of  Illinois  if  the  facts  of  the^ 
case  were  the  same,  or  as  to  five  States  of  the 
Union,  and  yet  he  maintained  that  a  law  so 
exempting  five  or  ten  States  would  not  violate 
the  rule  of  uniformity  which  the  Constitution 
was  designed  to  secure. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  no  other  ground  upon 
which  any  man  can  defend  this  bill  The  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa  evidently  struggled  in  the  hard- 
ship of  his  case;  he  made  the  best  showing 
that  can  be  made  for  this  bill ;  and  yet,  when 
he  was  compelled  to  make  this  commentary 
npon  his  own  argument,  compelled  to  admit 
that  it  leads  irresistibly  to  the  conclusion  that 
five  States  or  ten  States  might  be  excepted 
from  the  entire  operation  of  your  laws  fixing 
duty  for  twelve  months,  it  is  impossible  that 
any  man  of  sound  mind — by  which  I  mean  to 
exclude  idiots  and  noit  compos  mentis — it  is 
impossible  that  any  man  of  sound  mind  should 
not  see  that  such  a  rule,  applying  to  only  five 
or  ten  States,  would  violate  the  uniformity 
which  the  Constitution  requires.  And  that  is 
all  there  is  of  this  whole  question.  Yon  may 
hold  it  up  in  as  many  lights  as  you  please, 
you  may  approach  it  from  one  hundred  differ- 
ent stand-points,  you  must  come  b^ck  at  last 
and  establish  that  Congress  has  the  power  to 
exempt  ten  States  of  these  United  States  from 
paying  a  dollar  on  imports  and  let  the  whole 
revenue  fall  upon  the  remaining  States  of  the 
Union,  and  that  that  does  not  violate  this  rule 
of  uniformity,  before  you  can  defend  the  con- 
stitutionality of  this  bill. 

I  state  the  case  thus  strongly  upon  the 
authority  of  the  Senator  who  made  the  argu- 
ment, and  every  man  can  see  that  there  is  no 
escape  from  that  conclusion.  Is  there  a  man 
in  this  Chamber,  is  there  an  intelligent  man 
in  the  United  States,  who  does  not  know  that 
that  provision  was  inserted  into  the  Constitu- 
tion to  prevent  that  very  thing?  it  is  said  the 
Constitution  only  means  that  the  same  duties 
shall  be  levied  in  the  different  ports  of  the 
UnitAd  States;  that  is  all.  Well,  if  that  is 
all,  then  Congress  can  provide  by  a  separate 
law  that  goods  imported  into  New  York  city 
shall  pay  another  duW  if  ihej  are  imported 
from  New  York  into  Indiana,  into  Ohio,  into 
Wisconsin,  because  if  this  section  is  confined, 
as  they  say  it  is,  and  only  prevents  discrimina- 
tion as  to  the  ports  of  the  different  States, 
then  of  course  Congress  is  not  limited  afler 
the  property  has  been  received  at  those  ports, 
but  may  levy  another  duty  upon  all  imports 
transported  to  the  western  States  of  the  Union. 
In  other  words,  by  the  ingenious  device  of 
these  lawyers  the  very  object  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, the  very  object  which  every  intelligent 
man  in  the  land  knows  the  Constitution  was 
framed  to  secure,  is  overridden,  defeated, 
trampled  under  foot;  and  yet  the  Constitution 
is  not  violated  by  the  law  which  secures  this 
end  which  the  Constitution  forbids. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Logan]  said 
he  would  refer  to  a  great  many  cases  where 
this  had  been  done.  It  is  a  very  bad  argument 
on  a  constitutional  question  to  say  that  other 
unconstitutional  laws  have  been  passed ;  but 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  utterly  fiuled  to  show 


that  one  had  been  passed  at  all  resembling 
this  in  principle  or  effect  except  the  Portland 
bill,  and  as  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  says, 
everybody  concedes  that  that  bill  was  uncon- 
stitutional in  one  of  its  provisions.  All  the 
other  cases  which  were  referred  to  do  not  at 
all  infringe  this  provision  of  the  Constitution. 
Take,  for  instance,  this  one  :  the  Senator  says 
that  in  our  regulations  of  commerce  w«  have 
discriminated  between  other  nations ;  and  he 
cited  that  as  an  instance  showing  that  Con- 
gress may  pass  this  bill.  This  Constitution 
reads  that  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  United  States. 
It  does  not  require  any  uniformity  in  com- 
mercial regulations  between  this  Government 
and  all  the  nations  of  the  earth,  which  it  should 
be  in  order  to  make  the  cases  parallel.  Any 
man  in  the  United  States,  having  commercial 
transactions  with  France,  must  pay  certain 
rates  of  duty,  which  may  be  different  from  the 
rates  of  duty  on  the  same  article  imported 
from  England.  We  may  make  these  discrim- 
inations in  regard  to  the  commerce  of  other 
nations  ;  they  are  uniform,  however,  through- 
out the  United  States.  Why  ?  Because  every 
man  in  the  United  States  has  the  benefit  of 
each  and  ever^  one  of  those  provisions. 
Whether  living  in  New  York  or  California,  if 
an  American  citizen  deals  with  France  he  pays 
the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  that  commerce ; 
if  with  England,  the  duties  imposed  on  that 
commerce,  and  so  on.  In  other  words, 
although  the  regulation  makes  a  discrimin- 
ation as  to  different  nations,  it  is  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States,  and  applies  to 
every  citizen  of  the  United  States  alike,  and 
has  the  same  force  and  effect  in  every  State 
of  the  Union. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  to  say,  the  duty 
is  the  same  in  every  port. 

Mr.  CAKPENTEH.  Yes ;  and  affects  the 
citizens  and  merchants  of  every  State  alike ; 
it  is  uniform  as  to  all,  uniform  throughout  the 
United  States. 

Then  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Loqan] 
referred  to  the  case  of  molasses  and  salt. 
Some  of  our  tariff  laws  have  provided  that  if 
molasses  should  be  manufactured  into  New 
England  rum  it  should  have  a  drawback  of 
duty,  and  he  asks  if  that  was  uniform.  Uni- 
form as  to  what?  It  certainly  was  uniform  as 
to  territory,  uniform  throughout  the  United 
States,  because  I,  if  I  knew  how  to  manufac- 
ture my  little  mnggin  of  rum  on  Lake  Michi- 
gan, had  my  drawbackequalljr  with  the  Yan- 
kees in  New  England.  There  is  no  monopoly 
of  rum  and  molasses  in  such  a  bill.  It  is  uni- 
form throughout  the  United  States.  It  does 
not  violate  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  whatever  the  rum  may  do  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  man  who  drinks  it. 

So  the  Senator  says  bills  allowing  a  draw- 
back on  salt  used  for  curing  cod-fish  are  not 
uniform  throughout  the  United  States.  Why 
not?  The  Constitution  does  not  require  that 
cod-fish  snail  be  uniformly  distributed  through- 
out the  United  States,  nor  be  found  as  plenti- 
fully in  Wisconsin  as  in  Massachusetts,  nor 
on  the  prairies  as  they  are  on  the  ocean;  but 
the  law  does  provide  that  every  ounce  of  salt 
used  in  curing  a  cod-fish,  whether  in  Oregon, 
in  Maine,  in  Massachusetts,  in  Wisconsin,  in 
Ohio,  shall  have  that  drawback.  That  is  uni- 
formity throughout  the  United  States.  A  law 
which  should  provide  that  lumber  and  other 
building  materials  used  in  any  State  to  rebuild 
an  edifice  destroyed  by  fire,  would  be  constitu- 
tional, because  it  would  be  uniform  through- 
out thp  United  States.  But  a  law  which  pro- 
vides this  for  one  State  and  denies  it  to 
another  is  not  uniform  in  the  two  States. 

The  Senator  referred  also  to  laws  which  we 
have  passed  to  encourage  the  building  of  rail- 
roads, where  we  have  allowed  railroad  iron  to 
come  in  duty  free,  or  after  duty  paid  the  duty 
to  be  refunded  on  proof  that  it  has  actually 
been  laid  down  upon  some  railroad.  If  that  be 
a  geaeral  law,  it  is  uniformity  tbroaghout  the 


United  States.  There  may  be  a  particnlar 
State  which  has  no  railroad,  bat  that  does  not 
prevent  the  operation  of  the  law.  The  law 
has  the  same  effect  there  as  elsewhere.  When 
they  have  a  railroad  it  will  apply;  in  other 
words,  that  they  do  not  have  the  benefit  of  it 
is  not  because  the  law  is  not  in  force  in  that 
State,  but  because  there  is  no  subject-matter 
for  it  to  apply  to. 

There  was  one  instance  referred  to  where 
this  drawback  was  made  in  favor  of  a  partic- 
ular railroad  named  in  the  State  of  Dela- 
ware. I  understand  the  facts  about  that  case 
to  be  these:  there  was  a  dispute  as  to  the 
construction  of  the  law  in  that  case,  whether 
spikes  and  chairs,  for  instance,  were  covered 
by  the  general  phrase  **  railroad  iron,"  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  made  a  decision 
npon  it  against  the  railroad  company,  and 
Congress  l^ing  of  the  opinion  that  his  decision 
was  erroneous,  made  an  appropriation  to  pay 
back  that  amount  of  money  ;  in  other  words, 
it  was  to  correct  a  mistake  made  by  the  Sec- 
retarv  of  the  Treasury  in  demanding  duties 
not  demandable  by  law;  so  that  the  money 
was  illegally  in  the  Treasury — Congreaa  paid 
it  back. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois  nearest  me,  [Mr. 
Tbumbull,]  and  who  is  about  to  pounce  upon 
me  in  about  fifteen  minutes  on  this  question, 
tried  to  trouble  a  friend  of  ours  in  thia  debate 
with  the  act  relating  to  the  zoological  garden, 
where  it  was  provided  that  n  particular  insii- 
tutioo  in  this  District  should  have  the  privilege 
of  importing  certain  animals,  snakes,  croco- 
diles, &c.,  without  paying  duty  on  them.     I 
do  not  know  precisely  upon  what  ground  that 
bill  is  to  be  defended.     I  am  not  here  to  say 
that  that  was  constitutional.     I  suppose  it  was 
brought  up  in  the  morning   hour,  and  slid 
through  here  without  observation,  and  there* 
fore  without  censure.    I  presume  not  Bye  men 
knew  it  had  passed,  and  if  they  did,  there  was 
no  reasonable  apprehension  that  crocodiles, 
snakes,  and    panthers  would  be  imported  to 
such  an  extent  as  to  produce  any  serious  prac- 
tical hardship  ;  in  other  words,  there  was  no 
practical  consequence  in  that  bill,and  perhaps 
some  man  who  was  busy  about  something  else 
thought  there  was  not  importance  enough  in 
it  to  challenge  it,  even  if  he  did  see  it  pass. 
But  will  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  when  he 
comes  to  reply  to  me,  draw  the  precise  prac- 
tical and  statesman 'like  parallel  between  that 
bill  for  the  proiectioa  of  panthers  and  croco- 
diles and  this  bill  for  rebuilding  Chicago  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Domestic  animals,  not 
wild  animals,  were  authorized  to  be  imported. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Does  the  Senator  think 
that  under  that  law  they  were  to  import  ani- 
mals that  were  born  in  the  United  States? 
[Laughter.]  Was  that  the  idea? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Adapted  to  domestic 
uses 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Ohl  The  Senator  from 
Iowa,  [Mr.  Wright,]  who  led  this  debate  the 
other  day  in  reply  to  me,  criticised  some  re- 
marks which  fell  from  me  in  regard  to  the 
nabobs  of  Chicago,  and  said  he  wanted  to  pat 
this  bill  on  a  bapis  so  high  that  it  would  over- 
look the  distinctions  between  the  rich  and  the 
poor.  I  concede  all  that  Senator  can  claim 
for  ignoring  the  distinctions  between  rich  and 
poor  in  oor  general  legislation,  but  here  ia  a 
bill  which  is  to  grant  a  certain  privilege  to 
certain  men.  As  my  colleaga^  so  well  said 
yesterday — I  shall  nut  attempt  to  repeat  him, 
his  argument— the  men  who  are  to  have  the 
benefit  of  this  bill  are  rich  men  to-day.  It  is 
true  they  lost  heavily,  but  the  men  who  still 
remain  iu  Chicago  and  hold  their  Imid  u»d  arc 
to  rebuild  these  buildings  are  richer  men  thau 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  and  myself  put  to- 
gether. They  could  buy  out  the  entire  estme  of  a 
doaen,  or  twenty,  or  fifty  sucli  Senators  as  we 
are;  and  yet  they  are  'Hhe  poor  men,''  the 
*  *  destitute  people  I ''  I  noticed  in  a  newspaper 
the  other  day  that  one  of  these  destitute  eufferers 
had  just  bought  him  a  turnout  of  fiMir  hor»«a 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1825 


whicli  cost  him  $8,000,  and  for  which  he  ^ve 
his  check  thAt  morning.  I  have  not  the  alight- 
est  objectioti  to  that  man  driving  his  four 
horses  at  $8,000 ;  bat  I  do^rotest  when  it  comes 
to  patting  the  people's  monejr  into  his  pocket ; 
and  I  have  a  right  to  draw  a  distinction  between 
piling  up  bounties  on  the  millionaire  to  be 
taken  by  taxation  from  every  poor  man  in  the 
land,  and  an  appropriaUoh  whic^  we  make  to 
the  poor  of  this  District  to  relieve  their  neces- 
sities, and  an  appropriation  which  we  make, 
directly  or  indirectly,  to  Gbd'spoor  anywhere. 

The  Senator  from  Iowa  sitid — and  that  was 
very  remarkable  coming  from  him — ^that  this 
bill  in  its  language  did  not  violate  the  Gonsti* 
tution.  He  says  there  id  not  a  word  in  this 
bill,  and  he  says  '*  I  weigh  my  words,''  that 
makes  this  bill  unconstitational.  Why?  Be- 
cause, he  says,  snppose  nobody  should  ever 
claim  the  benefit  of  it,  coald  it  be  claimed  then 
that  this  bill  was  unconstitutional.  AVhy,  Mr. 
President,  when  this  bill  has  passed  through 
both  Houses  of  Confess  atd  received  the  signa- 
ture of  the  President  it  will  then  be  either  uncon- 
stitational or  constitutional  at  that  moment. 
But  the  Senator  says  you  do  not  know  that  any- 
body will  ever  claim  the  benefit  of  it,  and  it  is 
therefore  a  constitntional  bill  when  we  pass  it. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  can  anybody  object  to 
the  execution  of  a  constitutional  law?  Does 
not  the  Senator  s6e  that  that  argument  over- 
turns the  Constitution  entirely?  No  matter 
what  bill  we  pass  here,  the  mere  bill  does  not 
hurt  the  Constitution;  the  harm  done,  the 
violation  of  the  Constitution,  is  in  this :  that 
we  have  authorized  thines  to  be  done  which 
the  Constitution  says  shall  not  be  done.  That 
is  the  very  test  of  the  constitutionality  of 
a  law.  Cah  it  be  carried  into  full  operation 
consistently  with  the  Constitution?  if  so,  it 
is  constitutional ;  if  not  to  the  extent  of  such 
conflict,  It  is  unconstitutional  and  void. 

Again,  the  Senator  says  suppose  we  make  an 
esli£ate  here  that  under' this  DiU^  if  it  goes  into' 
operation,  $S50,000  #ill  be  reabzed  as  benefits 
under  it ;  now,  astiUming  that  to  be  the  sum, 
could  we  not  tb-day  appropriate  $350,000  out 
of  the  Treasury?  Well,  Mr!  President,  that 
is  ignoring  precisely  the  distinction  which  I 
referred  to  before  between  this  and  appropria- 
tions. And  here  let  me  call  the  honorable 
Senator's  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
provision  in  the  Constitution  xrhich  requires 
appropriations  to  be  uriifdtm  throughout  the 
United  States.  If  the  Senator  means  to  say  can 
we  not  indirectly  violate  the  Constitution  in  re- 
gard to  appropriations  by  making  them  where 
they  onght  notto  be  made  and  for  purposes  not 
fairly  within  the  scope  of  Federal  action  and 
jariidiction,  I  say  yes,  hs  We  may  violate  the 
Constitution  in  any  Other  provision,  or  in  any 
other  respect ;  btit  I  say  that  the  distinction 
exists  broad  add  clear  between  an  appropria- 
tion of  money,  ^hich  is  not  trammeled  by  any 
express  pn>vision  of  the  Constitution  nor  re- 
quired to  b^  unifbrni  ih  different  States  or 
diSerent  places,  o^  with  regard  to  different 
men,  and  this  provision  in  regard  to  duties 
which  the  Constitution  says  shall  be  **  uniform 
throaghout  the  United  States." 

This  provision  of  the  Cotistitution  is  an 
ioBportant  one.  It  is  a  provision  lying  at  the 
very  heart  of  this  Union ;  it  is  the  corner- 
stone of  the  Union.  It  was  to  Secure  this 
uniformity  that  the  Constitution  was  adopted. 
That  was  the  end  intended  to  be  secured ;  and 
the  men  who  drafted  the  Constitution  went 
down  to  their  graves  in  the  full  beliefthat  that 
end  was  fully  and  completely  secured.  And 
yet  we  hear  to-day  and  m  this  Senate,  or  heard 
here  yesterday,  that  it  was  in  the  power  of 
Congress  to  exeihpt  five  States  i'rom  paying 
a  dolisdr  of  duty  for  twelve  months,  and  that 
that  would  not  violate  this  provision  of  the 
Constitution  which  requires  uniformity  of 
duties  *' throaghout  the  united  States." 

Mr.  President,  there  are  provisions  of  the 
Constitutton  which  may  be  violated  without 
pertOBJMent  harm  to  oar  weU- being  as  a  nation. 
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This  is  not  one  of  them.  This  provision  forms 
one  of  the  very  vital  organs  of  the  Constitution ; 
and  this  bill  smites  the  Constitution  in  the 
very  apple  of  its  eye. 

I  admire  ingenuity,  I  pay  the  utmost  defer- 
ence to  genius,  and  I  would  almost  consent, 
as  far  as  the  pecuniary  result  is  concerned,  to 
have  this  bill  pass,  to  see  how  my  honorable 
friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee, will  defend  its  constitutionality.  I  recol- 
lect a  young  friend  of  mine  who  had  studied 
law  and  did  not  succeed  very  well,  and  I  met 
him  some  years  afterward,  and  he  told  me  that 
he  had  thrown  up  the  profession.  I  asked  him 
why.  He  said  the  law  was  too  uncertain  for 
a  white  man,  and  he  had  gone  to  speculating 
in  lotterv  tickets.  FLaughter.]  Now,  if  my 
honorable  friend  shall  succeed  in  demonstrat- 
ing how  a  thing  can  be  constitutionally  done 
which  the  Constitution  says  shall  never  be 
done,  it  will  go  far  to  justify  the  criticism 
which  my  friend  passed  upon  the  methods  and 
achievements  of  the  legal  profession. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  I  think 
I  have  never  known  a  bill  which  has  .been 
argued  against  on  so  baseless  foundations  as 
the  one  under  consideration.  It  would  seem 
as  if  the  design  had  been  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  something  else  rather  than  the 
bill  we  are  considering.  The  most  extrava- 
gant statements  have  been  made  in  regard  to 
the  amount  of  money  that  will  be  taken  out  of 
the  people's  pockets,  stated  in  round  numbers 
to  be  millions  of  dollars,  and  by  one  Senator 
at  twenty  or  twen^-five  millions.  Now,  what 
will  the  Senate  think,  and  what  will  the  coun- 
try think,  when  their  attention  is  called  to  this 
bill ;  and  it  is  shown  that  by  its  passage  not 
one  dollar  is  proposed  to  be  taken  out  of  the 
people's  pockets,  unless  they  are  to  take  advan- 
tage of  a  calamity,  and  no  lumber  interest  of 
Michigan,  and  no  tariff  interest  of  any  State, 
is  to  be  in  the  slightest  degree  different  from 
what  it  would  have  been  had  there  been 
no  destruction  of  a  city  by  fire?  Had  there 
been  no  destruction  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  the 
condition  of  the  lumber  interests  of  Michigan 
and  of  the  revenue  throughout  the  country 
would  be  precisely  the  same  as  they  will  be 
when  this  bill  shall  pass,  if  it  does  pass. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Sherman,]  in  ati  elaborate  speech  made  the 
other  day  upon  the  tariff,  in  giving  reasons 
why  the  revenues  of  the  country  had  been  so 
greatly  swelled  from  duties,  told  us  that 
$8,000,000  additional  had  been  added  to  the 
customs  duties  receipts  of  the  country  by  rea- 
son of  the  Chicago  fire,  and  why?  Goods 
were  in  the  city  of  Chicago  not  yet  used,  in  the 
great  store- houses  of  that  city,  upon  which 
duties  had  been  paid  amounting  in  value  to 
millions  and  millions  of  dollars,  which  were  all 
consumed  in  an  hour,  and  by  reason  of  their 
destruction  other  goods  had  to  be  imported, 
and  there  has  beenjpaid  into  your  Treasury, 
according  to  the  estimate  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  $8,000,000  by  rea- 
son of  this  increased  importation  to  supply 
the  loss  of  goods  destroyed  by  the  fire. 

And  now  what  is  asked?  It  is  asked  that 
these  people,  who  have  paid  $8,000,000  upon 
goods  they  had  imported  and  were  holding, 
and  which  were  consumed  on  their  hands,  not 
only  losing  the  duty  they  had  paid,  but  the 
value  of  the  goods — it  is  asked  that  they  may 
be  permitted  to  do  what?  To  have  back  the 
duty  they  paid?  Oh,  no.  To  import  other 
goods  in  the  place  of  those  burned  up  without 
paying  the  duty?  Oh,  no ;  but  it  is  asked  sim- 
ply that  in  re'^recting  the  buildings  that  con- 
tained their  goods,  in  reerecting  the  dwellings 
to  protect  their  families,  they  shall  not  be 
charged  again  with  duty  upon  the  articles  which 

fo  into  the  construction  of  these  buildings, 
'hat  is  all. 

A  friend  of  mine  was  here  the  other  day, 
Mr.  President,  who  just  before  the  fire  had 
erected  a  structure  in  the  city  of  Chicago, 
and  this  case  will  illustrate  many  others.     lie 


informed  me  that  the  buildinjg  which  he  was 
erecting  and  which  was  not  entirely  completed, 
thoueh  a  portion  of  it  had  been  occupied,  had 
cost  him  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars;  and  that  he  had  paid  in 
duties  upon  the  plate-glass  which  went  into 
the  building  $4,000.  The  building,  except  a 
few  rooms  for  offices,  had  never  been  occupied. 
He  proposes  now  to  re'drect  another  building 
upon  the  ground  where  the  first  one  stood. 
Ihe  Senator  from  Wisconsin  wants  him  to 
pay  $4,000  in  duties  over  again  on  the  glass 
he  will  need,  and  talks  about  its  being  unjust ' 
to  the  people  of  Wisconsin  and  taking  money 
out  of  the  people's  pockets.  Why,  you  have 
got  eight  millions  of  money  in  your  Treasury 
paid  on  goods  destroyed  according  to  the  esti- 
mate of  the  financial  officer  of  this  body,  and 
now  you  want  the  persons  who  paid  it  not 
only  to  pay  eight  millions  more  on  goods 
imported  to  supply  their  places,  but  double 
duties  on  the  few  building  materials  from 
abroad  that  go  into  the  new  buildings  that  are 
erected  in  the  burnt  district. 

Well,  how  about  these  people  in  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin  whose  lumber  interests  are  to 
be  so  seriously  affected?  To  whom  do  they 
sell  lumber?  They  sell  it  to  the  farmers  of 
Illinois;  they  sell  it  to  build  houses  and  fences 
all  over  the  prairies  of  the  West.  Would  they 
have  had  any  market  for  their  lumber  to  be 
put  into  these  burned  buildings  if  they  had 
not  been  burned?  No,  sir.  Ihey  have  the 
same  market  to-day  if  this  bill  passes  that 
they  would  have  had  had  there  been  no  fire. 
What,  then,  is  their  complaint?  Their  com- 
plaint is  that  they  cannot  charge  to  these  peo- 
ple who  paid  their  duties  Once  and  to  all  others 
in  that  locality  double  price  for  their  lumber. 
The  lumber  which  sold  in  Chicago  and  bricks 
which  were  furnished  in  Chicago  before  the 
fire  have  in  some  instance  doubled  in  price. 
Why?  Because- of  the  great  demand  for 
building  materials  growing  out  of  this  fire  ; 
and  you  want  to  take  advantage  of  the  calam- 
ity of  these  people,  not  to  get  the  price  you 
would  before  have  got  for  your  lumber  and 
your  building  material,  but  you  want  to  get 
double  price,  and  these  people,  visited  by  this 
terrible  calamity,  unexampled  in  the  world's 
history,  are  to  be  ground  down  to  the  dust  by 
the  extortion  that  you  propose  to  put  upon 
them.  You  will  get  just  as  much  for  your 
lumber,  for  all  your  articles,  when  the  bill 
passes  as  you  would  have  got  had  there  been 
no  fire;  and  this  is  an  attempt  to  wring  money 
out  of  the  distressed  who  are  in  your  power 
by  this  act — I  had  almost  said  of  Omnipotence — 
for  it  was  like  an  act  of  Omnipotence  when 
the  fire  spread  through  the  air  and  consumed 
a  whole  city  in  a  day. 

This  is  taking  advantage  of  the  misfortunes 
ef  others ;  and  my  honored  friend  from  Michi- 
gan [Mr.  Ferrt]  talks  of  the  people  of  Chi- 
cago not  furnishing  the  ground  for  the  pub- 
lic buildings  at  a  price  that  was  satisfac- 
tory !  Another  Senator  talks  of  bavins  voted 
$4,000,000  to  Chicago  for  its  public  buildings. 
Mr.  President,  it  is  no  money  to  Chicago. 
These  are  the  public  buildings  for  the  United 
States  for  its  own  accommodation.  You  need 
the  buildings  to  hold  your  courts  in ;  you  need 
the  buildings  for  your  custom-house ;  you  need 
the  buildings  for  the  post  office  and  u>r  other 
purposes,  and  it  is  for  your  accommodation 
that  the  Government  buildings  are  to  be  erected. 
Now,  sir,  how  is  any  money  to  be  taken  out 
of  the  people's  pockets  by  the  passage  of  this 
bill?  Win  anybody  tell  me?  The  United 
States  has  made  money  out  of  this  fire,  not 
Only  in  the  consumption  of  goods  upon  which 
duties  have  been  paid,  but  thousands  and  tens 
of  thousands  of  the  securities  of  the  United. 
States,  its  bonds  and  its  money,  were  con- 
sumed in  the  fire,  which  is  a  clear  g^iu  to  the 
Govornment  in  all  cases  in  which  thu  proof 
of  their  existence  and  loss  cannot  be  clearly 
established. 

But,  Mr.   President,  while  all   concede  in 
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portions  of  their  arguments  that  they  are 
willing  to  do  something  for  Chicago,  they  say 
"  but  this  is  an  unconstitutional  bill ;  this  is  not 
the  right  way  to  do  it. "  *  *  We  are  ready  to  vote 
an  amount  of  money,''  says  the  Senator  from 
Michigan ;  and  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
draws  a  distinction  between  an  appropriation 
of  money  and  the  provisions  of  this  bilL  I 
think  there  is  a  distinction;  and  he  does  me 
the  honor  to  quote  something  which  I  said 
some  years  ago,  when  a  bill  was  pending  in 
this  body  to  appropriate  money  out  of  the 
•  Treasury  for  the  sufferers  by  the  fire  in  Port- 
land. 1  voted  against  it.  I  voted  yesterday 
against  taking  monev  out  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to  the  sufferers  oy  fire  in  Chicago,  and  I 
will  vote  to- day  against  it.  Chicago  asks  no 
money  out  of  your  Treasury  to  be  distributed 
to  her.  Such  a  proposition  as  that  is  a  very 
different  thing  from  the  one  which  is  now 
pending,  and  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
rightly  drew  a  distinction  between  them,  and 
he  will  give  me  the  credit  of  consistency  in 
having  voted  against  a  donation  of  money  to 
both  Portland  and  Chicago. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     And  upon  principles 
*  that  are  just  as  destructive  to  this  bill  as  to  the 
bill  the  Senator  voted  against. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No,  sir ;  entirely  differ- 
ent. The  Senator  has  saved  me  the  trouble  of 
pointing  out  the  distinction  between  an  appro- 
priation from  the  Treasury  and  such  a  bill  as 
this,  and  I  need  not  go  over  that  ground. 

But,  Mr.  President,  let  us  look  at  this  ques- 
tion of  the  constitutionality  of  the  bill  under 
consideration.  The  Senator  seems  to  think  it 
would  be  an  extraordinary  thing  if  anybody 
could  show  that  this  was  a  constitutional  bill. 
If  it  were  such  a  bill  as  he  talked  about,  very 
probably  it  would  not  be  constitutional.  If  it 
were  a  bill  to  relieve  ten  States  of  the  Union 
from  the  payment  of  duties  which  were  exacted 
from  the  other  States  of  the  Union,  it  would 
'  lack  that  principle  of  uniformity  essential  to 
make  it  a  constitutional  bill ;  but  that  does  not 
happen  to  be  this  bill. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  ask  him  whether  he  makes  a  distinction 
between  a  bill  which  excludes  a  county,  for 
instance,  or  a  city,  and  one  which  excludes  an 
entire  State  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     From  what? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  From  the  necessity  of 
paying  duties. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
should;  but  this  is  not  a  bill  that  excludes 
either  a  State  or  a  county  from  the  necessity 
of  paying  duties.  That  is  not  this  bill.  It  will 
be  sufficient  when  the  question  comes  up  to 
know  whether  there  is  a  difference  between 
excluding  a  county  and  excluding  a  State.  It 
will  be  sufficient  to  point  out  the  distinction 
then,  if  there  is  one ;  but  that  is  not  this  bill. 
This  bill  does  not  propose  to  exclude  a  county, 
it  does  not  propose  to  exclude  a  State,  it  does 
not  propose  to  exclude  an  individual  from  the 
payment  of  duties.  It  has  been  talked  about 
as  if  it  were  making  a  free  port  of  Chicago,  as 
if  free  goods  were  to  be  imported  there.  Why, 
sir,  there  is  not  a  word  of  that  kind  in  the  bill. 
What  is  the  bill?  The  bill  has  no  provision 
in  it  whatever  in  regard  to  relieving  anybody 
from  the  payment  of  duties.  There  are  two 
clauses  of  the  Constitution  which  it  is  supposed 
are  infringed  upon  by  the  bill;  one  is  the 
clause  providing  that  there  shall  be  no  dis- 
tinction between  the  ports  of  the  different 
States. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  No  one  claims  that 
this  bill  violates  that  provision. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then,  I  understand  this 
bill  does  not  violate  that  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution. Another  provision  which  it  is  said  it 
violates  is  that  which  declares  that  Congress 
shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes, 
duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  but  all  duties, 
imposts,  and  excises  shall  be  uniform  through- 
out the  United  States.  Is  there  anything  in 
this  bill  impinging  upon  that  provision  of  the 


Constitution?  Nothing.  Does  it  provide  that 
duties  are  not  to  be  paid?  Not  at  all.  Every- 
body has  to  pay  duties,  and  you,  sir,  [Mr. 
PoMEROT  in  the  chair,]  living  in  Kansas,  the 
Senator  living  in  Wisconsin,  a  Senator  living 
in  New  York,  or  anybody  else,  has  the  same 
benefit  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill  as  a  per- 
son living  in  Chicago.  Anybody,  anywhere, 
who  imports  articles  has  to  pay  the  duties  on 
them,  no  matter  whether  they  are  imported  at 
New  York,  Chicago,  or  elsewhere.  Then,  how 
is  this  principle  of  the  Constitution  impinged 
upon  that  requires  uniformity  in  the  laying  of 
duties?  There  is  nothing  of  it  in  the  objection. 
The  duties  have  to  be  paid  upon  every  article 
of  lumber  that  comes  from  Canada,  which  dis- 
turbs the  Senators  from  Michigan  so  much. 
Everybody  bringing  lumber  from  Canada,  and 
landing  it  at  Chicago  or  New  York,  pays  the 
same  duty.  The  man  whose  building  was  con- 
sumed pays  the  same  duty  as  he  who  seeks  to  use 
the  lumber  in  fencing  his  farm  on  the  prairies. 
The  duty  is  paid  alike  by  everybody,  and  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States. '  Now,  what 
becomes  of  the  objection  on  the  ground  of 
want  of  uniformity  in  the  laying  or  payment 
of  duty  ?    There  is  nothing  in  that. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  It  depends,  if  the  Sen- 
ator appeals  to  me,  entirely  on  what  you  mean 
by  the  payment  of  duties.  If  you  mean  a  pay- 
ment to  keep,  there  is  a  great  difference.  If 
you  mean  that  the  payment  called  for  by  the 
Constitution,  expected  to  take  place  by  the 
Constitution,  is  satisfied  by  passing  money  in 
vr'iih  one  hand  and  taking  it  back  with  the 
other,  there  is  a  vast  difference,  or  else  there 
is  no  need  of  passing  this  bill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  suppose  that  no  duties 
are  collected  to  keep.  I  do  not  know  any 
authority  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  lay  and  collect  duties  for  the  purpose 
of  keeping  them.  Does  the  Senator  irom 
Wisconsin  ? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Yes,  sir,  as  against  the 
men  who  pay  them. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  What  are  you  goiug  to 
do  with  the  duties  collected  ?  Have  you  any 
right  to  keep  them  agunst  the  persons  who 
pay  them  or  anybody  or  everybody  else? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  When  I  say  *'  collect 
revenues  to  keep,'*  t  mean  not  to  pay  them 
back  to  the  same  men.  I  mean  good  faith, 
not  jugglery. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  mean  good  faith  and 
not  jugglery,  but  I  do  not  mean  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  VVisconsin  shall  escape  b^  calling 
that  jugglery  which  has  no  connection  with 
the  collection  of  duties.  Sir,  this  is  sticking 
in  the  bark.  An  attempt  is  made  to  defeat  a 
just  and  proper  bill.  Uow  ?  By  a  technical 
objection,  that  it  is  unconstitutional,  bv  dwell- 
ing upon  the  word  '^ uniformity.*'  When  I 
show  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  that  his 
technical  objection  has  no  foundation,  that  the 
duties  are  to  be  paid,  that  they  are  uniform 
all  oyer  the  United  States,  *^  Well,  that  is  so  ;^' 
he  gives  up  the  constitutional  point  then  and 
comes  back  and  says,  ''  Oh,  but  you  cannot 
collect  duties  with  one  hand  and  pay  them  out 
with  the  other." 

Mr.  CARPENTER.    To  the  same  man. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  You  can  do  it  just  as 
well  to  the  same  man  as  to  any  other  man.  Is 
there  any  constitutional  principle  in  that, 
whether  it  is  to  the  same  man  or  to  any  other 
man  ?  They  are  not  to  be  paid  back  by  this* 
bill  to  the  same  man  who  pays  them.  A  party 
buys  in  the  city  of  Nsw  York  the  glass  which 
eoes  into  a  house  which  he  is.erectiug  in  the 
burnt  district  of  Chicago.  He  did  not  pay 
the  duties  on  it.  The  duties  were  paid  by  the 
importer  in  the  city  of  New  York,  but  when 
the  yarty  who  built  the  house  shows  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  he  has  used 
that  glass  in  the  building  upon  this  burnt  dis- 
trict, who  gets  the  drawbacK? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  He  gets  it,  because  in 
paying  for  the  glass  he  paid  this  duty  in  New 
York. 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  not  the  man  who 
paid  the  duty,  then.  Now  I  have  got  the  Sen- 
ator another  peg.  We  first  moved  him  off 
from  the  peg  where  he  put  his  foot,  that  the 
duties  must  oe  unifof  m.  He  admits  that  they 
are;  but  he  says,  **0h,  that  will  not  do;  yoa 
must  not  pay  the  money  back  to  the  same 
When  I  show  hiq^  it  is  not  paid  back 


man. 
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to  the  same  man,  then  he  says  it  is  paid  back  to 
a  man  who  bought  of  a  man  that  did  pay  the 
duty. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  certainly  know  my 
friend  does  not  mean  to  misrepresent  me. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    NotatalL 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  have  not  said  that 
these  duties  are  uniform..  I  deny  that.  .  While 
the  Senator  is  pegging  away  here,  I  am  per' 
fectly  willing  that  he  shall  do  anything  but 
misrepresent  me.  He  may  treat  the  Consti- 
tution just  as  he  pleases,  but  I  hope  he  will 
not  misstate  my  argument,  and  of  coarse  he 
does  not  intend  to  do  so. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Oh,  no ;  I  do  not  wish 
to  misstate  the  Senator.  He  regards  the  im- 
position of  duties  the  same  as  he  does  &  draw- 
b&ck 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  In  other  words,  jpro 
tonto,  and  so  far  as  defending  the  Constitution 
is  concerned  I  have  joined  with  the  Senator 
nn  supporting  that  plank  of  the  Cincinnati 
convention.  I  am  opposed  to  an  aaconalitu- 
tional  law 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  SoamL  The  difficulty 
with  the  Senator's  argument  and  the  whole 
argument  on  this  subject  is  in  not  making  the 
distinction  between  the  payment  of  duties  and 
drawbacks.  Why,  sir,  when  the  Constitution 
was  formed  the  subject  of  drawbacks  was  well 
understood.  It  was  understood  in  England  and 
in  other  commercial  countries  of  the  world  just 
as  well  as  it  is  to-dav.  The  imposition  of 
duties  is  one  thing ;  a  drawback  of  the  amount 
of  duties  paid  is  another.  There  is  the  dis- 
tinction, and  from  the  time  the  Constitution 
was  formed  down  to  this  very  hoar,  it  has 
always  been  observed  in  our  legislation. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  has  it  not  always  been 
the  law  that  all  dutiable  articles  imported  into 
this  country  had  to  pay  the  duty  according  to 
the  provision  of  the  law  imposing  it,  no  matter 
what  their  future  destination  might  bo  ?  But 
has  it  not  also  always  been  the  law  to  allow  a 
drawback,  under  certain  circumstances,  of  the 
amount  of  duty  paid  when  the  articles  were 
re'exported  to  a  foreign  country  ?  Has  oot 
that  always  been  so? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Is  not  that  a  violation 
of  the  law  of  uniformity? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Not  at  all,  because  it 
applies  to  every  State  alike. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  applies  to  particular 
articles  used  in  a  particular  way ;  and  so  does 
this  bill  apply  to  every  State  alike.  The  peo- 
ple of  every  State  in  this  Union  have  pre- 
cisely the  same  right  under  this  bill  as  the 
people  living  in  the  city  of  Chicago  have. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  Chicago  is  in  every 
State  of  the  Union,  they  have. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Look  at  the  bill.  Has 
not  the  citizen  of  Alabama  the  same  right 
under  this  bill  as  the  citizeu  of  Illinois? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  my  friend  will  allow 
me,  that  brings  us  to  the  precise  point  which 
I  ought  to  have  mentioned,  acd  which  I  want 
to  hear  him  answer.  One  of  the  great  rea- 
sons why  the  fonnders  of  our  Qovemmeat 
wanted  to  make  uniform  duties  was  to  prevent 
one  State  from  building  itself  up  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another.  Suppose,  for  instance,  we 
took  off  the  duties  on  wool  manufactured  into 
clothing  in  Massachusetts,  everybody  in  the 
other  States  would  rush  into  Massachusetts  to 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  it.  Therefore  the  Con- 
stitution says  these  duties  shall  be  uniform, 
and  one  State  shall  hot  have  this  advantage 
and  this  temptation  to  the  population  of  the 
other  States  to  enrich  itself  at  their  expense. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    This  is  not  applicable 
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to  the  population  of  one  State  at  all.  The 
citizens  ot  all  the  Spates  have  precifiely  the 
Bame  rights  under  this  bill.  It  is  not  coufined 
to  any  citizens,  but  the  property  has  to  be 
used  at  a  particular  place,  at  Chicago.  Your 
machinery,  admitted  duty  free  for  the  manu- 
facture of  sugar  from  beets,  is  used  in  a  par- 
ticular place;  your  free  importation  of  horses, 
cattle,  and  other  animals  from  abroad  to  the 
zoological  garden  in  Washington  is  for  a  par- 
ticular place ;  and  the  statute  is  full  of  these 
instances,  which  nobody  ever  supposed  uncon- 
stitutional. Those  are  not  the  onl^  ones.  Here 
is  another  case  that  settles  the  principle: 

"That  the  itatne  reproaenting  the  figure  of  Vio- 
tory*  intended  toaurmooatthe  moDUinent  in  memory 
of  the  Pennnylvania  soldiers  who  fell  io  the  Mexican 
war,  now  about  being  ereeted  on  the  oapitol  grounds 
at  fiarrisburg,  being  in  marble  cut  in  Italy,  and 
which  will  soon  be  ready  for  shipment,  shall  be 
admitted  free  of  duty." 

That  is  not  a  drawback ;  but  that  statue  is 
admitted  free  of  duty;  and  that  is  for  a  par- 
ticular place,  a  particular  statue  to  come  to  a 
C articular  town,  and  to  be  put  upon  a  particu- 
r  monument. 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  bill  stands  on  the 
principle  of  all  laws  allowijig  drawbacks; 
a  drawback  is  allowed  on  hemp  when  manu- 
factured in  a  certain  way ;  on  certain  kinds  of 
machinery  imported  and  used  for  a  particular 
purpose,  and  on  ffoods  which  have  paid  a  dnty 
under  a  uniform  law  when  they  are  reshipped 
within  a  certain  period  to  some  foreign  coun- 
try. Does  it  make  any  difference  as  to  the 
constitutional  principle  whether  the  goods 
landed  in  the  city  ot  New  York  are  used  in 
the  city  of  Chicago,  or  whether  they  are  used 
in  the  city  of  Quebec?  The  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  will  not  deny  that  it  is  constitu- 
tional to  allow  a  drawback  on  goods  used  in 
the  city  of  Quebec.  If  it  is  constitutional  to 
allow  a  drawback  to  a  man  who  uses  the  goods 
in  Uie  city  of  Quebec,  is  it  not  constitutional 
to  allow  a  drawback  to  a  man  who  uses  the 
goods  in  the  city  of  Chicago? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  In  order  to  make  that 
proposition  sound  the  Senator  basket  to  show 
that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
extends  over  Quebec  as  much  as  it  does  over 
Chicago.     If  that  is  so,  he  is  clearly  right. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Not  at  all.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  it  is  uniform  in  the  payment 
of  duties ;  and  the  man  who  imports  tne  goods 
into  New  York  city  and  aflerward  uses  them 
in  Quebec  has  to  pay  the  duty.  He  pays  the 
duty  just  as  much  as  the  man  does  who  uses 
them  in  Chicago. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  He  gets  his  drawback, 
because  be  subsequently  takes  the  property 
out  of  the  United  States.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  man  who  takes  it  to  Chicago  keeps  it  in 
the  United  States  and  uses  it  there.  That  is 
the  distinction. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  fact  that  it  is  used 
there  does  not  affect  the  principle  of  draw- 
back. Our  statutes  are  full  of  laws  of  this 
character  from  the  beginning  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Now,  all  there  is  in  this  bill  is  simply 
that  a  drawback  is  allowed  of  the  amount  of 
duty  that  is  paid  upon  articles  that  go  into  the 
construction  of  buildings  in  the  burnt  district 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  within  the  period  of  one 
year ;  and  I  apprehend  there  can  bo  no  sound 
constitutional  argument  made  aeainst  it  based 
npoD  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
relates  to  uniformity  in  the  payment  of  duties. 
I  admit  if  this  was  a  mere  evasion,  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  seems  to  argue,  if  the 
provision  was  made  that  goods  imported  for 
a  particular  State  without  reference  to  the 
uses  to  which  they  were  to  be  applied,  without 
auj  other  consideration  entering  into  the  stat- 
ute than  simply  to  relieve  one  State  from  the 
payment  of  duties,  should  come  in  duty  free, 
or  if  the  same  law  imposed  a  duty  upon  cer- 
tain goods,  and  then  said  on  all  those  goods 
inteoded  for  a  particular  State  the  duties  should 
be  paid  right  back  again,  I  do  not  differ  with 
the  Senator,  if  that  was  the  object  of  the  law, 


that  it  would  be  in  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution ;  but  that  is  not  this  statute. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  only  difference 
between  the  two  cases  is  that  in  the  case  the 
Senator  states  it  is  the  case  of  a  State  and  in 
thd  other  of  a  city. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No,  sir;  the  purpose 
is  entirely  different.  You  must  look  at  the 
purpose  and  object  of  a  law.  The  intent  of 
the  law  is  what  is  to  govern.  What  is  the  in- 
tent of  this  statute?  Is  it  the  intention  of  the 
bill  we  have  under  consideration,  is  it  the 
object  of  the  bill  to  bring  about  inequality^  in 
the  importation  of  goods  ?  Is  that  the  design 
of  it  on  the  part  of  anybody  7  Is  that  its  pur- 
pose ?  By  no  means.  But  in  the  case  which 
X  put  it  would  be  the  purpose  of  the  statute 
to  evade  the  Constitution.  It  makes  a  very 
great  difference  with  what  intent  and  purpose 
an  act  is  passed,  and  it  is  to  be  enforced 
according  to  its  intent  and  purpose.  I  need 
not  quote  to  my  learned  friend  from  Wisconsin 
the  old  statute  of  Rome,  which  punished  a 
man  with  death  who  drew  blood  in  the  street. 
When  the  physician  bled  a  man  falling  down 
with  apoplexy,  was  he  to  be  punished  with 
death?  Would  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
have  condemned  him?    Certainly  not 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  My  friend  will  allow 
me  to  ask  him  one  question.  As  a  lawyer, 
when  he  comes  to  see  whether  a  particular  act 
is  constittitional  or  not,  does  he  not  examine 
that  question  by  comparing  its  provisions  with 
the  Constitution  and  not  asking  what  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  was  in  passing  it? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  They  may  not  have 
known  or  believed  or  intended  to  violate  the 
Constitution;  but  the  question  is,  have  they 
done  it? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  I  do  look 
at  the  purpose  and  int«nt  and  ap|)lication  of 
the  act.  That  is  the  way  to  determine  whether 
it  is  constitutional  or  not.  When  you  look  at 
the  purpose  and  the  intent  of  this  act  you  see 
that  it  Qoes  not  in  spirit  violate  the  Constitu- 
tion. When  you  look  at  its  words  it  certainly 
does  not  violate  the  Constitution.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  terms  of  the  proposed  act  vio- 
lating the  Federal  Constitution,  because  there 
is  nothing  in  it  about  laying  duties,  and  when 
you  ascertain  that  the  Constitution  is  not  vio- 
lated in  terms,  I  say  it  is  proper  to  look  to  the 
intent  and  design  of  the  act,  and  there  you 
will  find  nothing  that  violates  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pome- 
rot  in  the  chair.)  The  Chair  deems  it  his 
duty  to  announce  that  by  unanimous  consent 
yesterday  it  was  agreed  that  the  vote  should 
be  taken  to-day  on  this  bill  and  the  amend- 
ments at  this  hour. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  is  the  pending 
question  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 
as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  has  been  agreed  to 
as  in  Committee  of  Whole.  The  bill  is  still  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  may  be  amended 
by  way  of  addition. 

Mr.  EDM  UNDS.  I  desire  to  move  to  strike 
out  the  third  section  of  that  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  Chair 

thinks  that  might  be  done  in  the  Senate,  but 

being  an  amendment  to  strike  out  that  which 

has  been  adopted  in  committee,  it  is  hardly  in 

1  order  now. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  is  so. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  have  an  amendment  to  pro- 
pose. I  propose  to  insert  in  the  first  line  of 
the  second  section,  after  the  word  ^*  paid,'^  the 
words,  'Ho  persons  whose  buildings  were  in- 
jured or  destroyed  by  said  fire;*'  and,  to  make 
the  rest  of  the  section  conform,  to  insert  in 
the  third  line,  ader  the  word ' '  used, ' '  the  words 
"by  them." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  thought  there  was  an 
amendment  pending  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  last  evening? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  Chair 


understands  that  that  was  acted  upon  last  night 
and  rejected. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  refer  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  now 
in  his  seat,  [Mr.  Ferry,]  but  the  amendment 
of  the  senior  Senator  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
Chandler,]  adding  Peshtigo  and  some  other 
pieces. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  that  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
gave  notice  that  he  would  offer  such  an  amend- 
ment, but  did  not  then  offer  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  was  mistaken,  then ; 
I  thought  it  was  offered. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  this  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  to  be  to  insert  certain  words 
in  the  body  of  the  text  which  has  already  been 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  was  uncertain  whether  the 
amendment  was  in  order  at  this  time,  or  would 
not  be  until  we  got  into  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
thinks  the  amendment  would  be  in  order  in 
the  Senate,  but  it  is  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  let  the  bill  be 
reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  have  an 
amendment  to  offer  of  which  I  gave  notice.  I 
desire  to  strike  out  the  second  section  and 
insert  what  I  send  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Thatwillnotbeinorder 
until  the  bill  gets  into  the  Senate.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Finance  has  been 
adopted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Let  the 
bill  be  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  will  withhold 
the  amendment  until  the  bill  is  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

The  bill   was   reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended. 
.  The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  question  is 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  made  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Before  concurring  in  that 
amendment,  I  wish  to  move  to  amend  it  by  strik 
ing  out  the  third  section  relating  to  suspend- 
ing the  collection  of  internal  revenue  taxes, 
which  I  believe  to  be  unconstitutional. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  is 
informed  that  the  first  amendment  offered  was 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania 

Mr.'  EDMUNDS.  I  yield  with  pleasure  to 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, [Mr.  Scott,]  which  will  bo  road. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment, 
which  was  in  section  two,  line  one,  afier  the 
word  ''paid,''  to  insert  the  words  ''to persons 
whose  buildings  were  destroyed  or  injured  by 
said  fire ;''  and  after  the  word  "  used/'  in  the 
third  line,  to  insert  the  words  "  by  them ;"  so 
that  the  clause  will  read : 

That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid  to  persons 
whose  buildings  were  destroyed  or  injured  oy  said 
fire,  under  bqcIi  regulations  as  the  fieorettfTy  of  the 
Treasury  shall  prescribe,  on  all  materials  imported 
to  be  and  actually  used  by  them  in  buildings  erected 
on  the  site  of  buildings  burned  by  said  fire,  a  draw- 
baok  of  the  import  duties  paid  on  the  same. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Is  it  in  order  to  say  a  word 
on  this  amendment? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  by  the 
unanimous  agreement  of  the  Senate.  That 
was  the  order  last  evening.  The  Chair  does 
not  enforce  these  agreements  of  Senators. 
They  are  binding  only  upon  their  own  honor. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  is  in  order,  but  con- 
trary to  the  understanding. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  was  not  present  when  the 
understanding  was  had. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BLAIR.    I  am  paired  off  on  this  bill 
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with  mj  colieaRae,  Mr.  Sohurz.  I  am  in 
favor  of  some  of  these  amendments,  believing 
they  improve  the  bill|  bot  as  I  do  not  know 
how  he  would  vote  upon  them,  I  shall  decline 
to  vote. 

Mr.  GOLDTHWAITE.  I  am  paired  on 
this  question,  with  the  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana, Mr.  West.  He  would  vote  in  favor  of 
this  amendment,  and  I  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  NYE.  1  am  paired  on  this  subject 
with  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  Mr. 
Sprague. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  am  paired 
on  this  bill  with  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  Mr. 
Hablajt. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — ^yeas  19,  nays  22 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS—Messn.  Aloom.  Carpenter.Chandler.Conk* 
ling,  Craffin,  Davis  of  West  V  irginia.  Ferry  of  Mich- 
igan, FrelinghayMn,  Gilbert^amilton  of  Maryland. 
Howe,  Johnston,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Nor- 
wood. Saulsbury,  Bcott,  Sherman,  and  Stevenson— 19. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Anthony,  Boreman.  Caldwell, 
Cooper,  Edmunds.  Fenton,  Hamlin,  Hill,  Uiteh- 
oook,  Logan.  Oshbm,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Rice,  Rob- 
ertson, Sawyer.  Spencer,  Snmner,  Trumball.Vickers. 
Wiodom.  and  Wright— 22. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard,  Blair,  Brown- 
low.  Buckingham^  Cameron,  Casserly,  Clayton.  Cole. 
Corbett.  Davis  of  Kentaeky,  Ferry  of  Connecticut, 
Flanagan.  Goldthwaite.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Harlan, 
Kellogg.  Kelly,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Nye.  Pat- 
terson, Pool,  Pratt,  Scnarz,  Spragu^.  Stewart.  Stockr 
ton,  Thurman,  Tipton,  West,  and  Wilson— 32. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.   FERRY,  of  Michigan.     I  move  to 

amend  the  second  section  by  iusertine  afler 

the  word  "fire,"  inline  five,  the  words  "or 

erected  on  any  lot  in  Chicago  by  persons  who 

suffered  material  loss  thereby ;''  so  that  it  will 

read: 

That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  under  such 
regulations  aii  the  Secretarir  of  the  Treasury  shall 
prescribe,  on  all  materials  imported  to  be  and  ac- 
tually used  in  buildings  erected  on  the  site  of  build- 
ings homed  by  said  fire,  or  erected  on  any  lot  in  Chi- 
cago by  persons  ^ho  ftttffcred  material  loss  thereby, 
a  drawback  of  the  import  duties  paid  on  the  same. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  That  applies  to  the  whole 
of  Chicago,  as  I  understand. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nayb  on  the  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  &LAIR.  I  am  pi^tred  off  with  my  col- 
league, Mr.  ScHtrftK,  oh  this  bill. 

Mr.  GOLDTHWAITE.  I  am  paired  with 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  Mr.  West.  If  he 
were  present  he  would  vote  ^inst  this  amend- 
ment, and  I  should  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  desire  to  announce 
that  the  S^nckto^  fVom  Wisconsin,  Mr.  Howe, 
and  the  S^hator  from  Maine,  Mr.  Hamlin,  are 
paired.  The  Senator  from  Wiscon^n,  I  infer, 
would  vote  fo^  this  amendmetit,  lind  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mfdbe  against- it. 

The  question  being  taken  by  veas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  14,  nays  24  ;  as  follows : 

TEAS— Mtesrs.  Alcorn,  Anthony,  Carpdnter, 
Chandler.  Conkling,  Davis  Of  West  Virginia,  Ed- 
munds. Ferry  of  Michigan,  Gilbert,  Goidthwaite, 
Johnston,  Morrill  of  Vermont.  Soott,  and  Steven- 
son—14.  ♦ 

NATS— Messrs.  Boreihan.  Caldwell,  Cooper,  Fen- 
ton, Frelinghaysen.  Hamilton  of  Mar/land,  Hill, 
Hitchcock,  Logan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Os- 
bom.  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Robertson,  Saalsbury,  Saw- 
yer, Sherman.  Spencer,  Samner,  Trumbull,  Vickers, 
Windom*  and  Wright— 24. 

ABSBmT— Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard,  Blair,  Brown- 
low.  BaokinghamLCameron.  Casserly,  Clayton.  Cole, 
Corbett,  Oragin,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Ferry  of  Con- 
necticut, Flanagan,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin, 
Harlan.  Howe,  Kellogg,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Norwood, 
Nye,  Patterson,  Pool,  Pratt,  Ramsey.  Scbarz, 
Sprsfrue,  Stewart,  Stockton,  Thnnhan.  Tipton,  West, 
and  Wilson— 35. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  third  section  suspending  the 
collection  of  internal  taxes,  which  seems  to 
me  to  be  clearly  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Let  that  section  be  re- 
ported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  3.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Reve- 
nue is  hereby  authorised  to  suspend  the  collection 


of  such  taxes  as  may  have  been  assessed,  or  as  may 
have  accrued,  prior  to  the9th  of  October,  1871,  in  the 
first  collection  district  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  against 
any  person  residing  or  doing  business  and  owning 
property  in  that  portion  of  the  city  of  Chicago  re- 
cently destroyed  by  fire,  and  who,  in  the  opinion  of 
said  Commissioner,  has  suffered  material  loss,  by 
such  fire :  Provided,  That  such  suspension  shall  not 
be  continued  after  the  close  of  the  nekt  regular  ses- 
sion of  Congress. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  this  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  1  am  paired  with  my  col- 
league on  this  bill.  If  I  were  not  paired  I 
should  vote  for  this  amendnient. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nayS, 
resulted — ^yeas  15,  nietys  23  ;  as  foUoi^ : 

TEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Anthony.  Carpenter. 
Chandler.  Conkling,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  £d- 
munds,  Gilbert.  Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Johnston, 
Mori-ill  of  Vermont,  Norwood,  Sauhbury,  Steven- 
son, and  Stockton— 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Boreman.  Caldwell*  CooperiFen- 
ton.  Ferry  of  Michigan.  Hill,  Hitchcock,  Kelly, 
Logan.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Osborn,  Pomeroy, 
Rice,  Robertson,  Sawyer.  Scott,  Sherman.  Sum- 
nor^rumbull.  Vickers,  Windom,  and  Wright— 4^. 

ABSBNT— Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard.  Blair.  Brown- 
low.  Buckingham,  Cameron.  Casserly,  Clayton.  Cole, 
Corbett,  Crairin.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Ferry  of  Con- 
necticut, Flanagam^  Frelinshnysen.  Ooldthwi^ite, 
Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin, Harlan.  Howe,  Kellogg, 
Lewis,  Nye.  Patterson,  Pool.  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Sohurt, 
Spencer,  Sprague,  Stewart,  Thurman,  Tipton,  West, 
and  Wilson— 35. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.    FERRY,  of  Michigan.      I    move  to 

strike  out  the  second  section,  and  to  insert  in 

lieu  thereof— 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorised  and  required  to  refund,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated^ 
to  the  sufferers  by  the  Chicago  fire  aforesala,  thB 
amount  of  duties  paid  upon  imported  goods  held  at 
the  time  and  destroyed  by  said  nre:  Provided,  That 
such  persons  shall,  under  such  regulations  lu  the 
Secretary  shall  prescribe,  prove,  by  oath  or  other- 
wise, to  his  satisfaction  that  said  duties  to  be  re- 
funded hereunder  were  properly  paid. 

On  that  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  9,  nays  29 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn*  Anthony,  Caldwell.  Car- 
penter, Chandler,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Qilbert,  John- 
ston, and  Scott— 9. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Boreman,  Cooper.  Davis  of  West 
Virginia,  Edmunds,  Fenton,  FrelinghUysen,  Ham- 
ilton of  Maryland.  Hill,  Hitchcock.  Kelly,  Logan, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Norwood,  Osborn,  Pom- 
eroy, Rice.  Robertson,  Ssnlsbury.  Sawyer,  Sherman. 
Spencer,  Stevenson,  Stockton.  Sumner.  Trumbull, 
Vickers.  Windom,  and  Wright— 29,    ^ 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Affi(»,  Bayard.  Blair,  Brown- 
low,  Buckingham,  Cameron,  Casserly,  Clayton.  Cole. 
Conkling,  Corbett.  Cragin,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Ferry 
of  Connecticut,  Flanagan,  Ooldthwaite,  Hamilton 
of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Howe,  Kellogg,  Lewis, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Nye,  Patterson,  Pool,  Pratt, 
Ramsby,  Schuri.  Sprague,  Stewart,  Thurman.  Tip- 
ton. West,  and  Wilson— 35. 

So  the  amendment  to  tha  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  re- 
curs on  concurringin  the  amendment  m«Se  by 
the  Senate  as  in  Gomiiiittee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  VICE  PKESIDENT.  The  .bill  is  now 
open  to  further  amendmetit  by  way  of  addi- 
tion. If  no  amendment  be  moved,  the  ques- 
tion is  on  ordering  thd  amendment  which  has 
been  made  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  to  be 
read  a  third  time. 

The  amendment  was  Ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  the  third  time.  The  bill 
was  reftd  the  third  time. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  am  paired  on  this  queStidti 
with  my  colleague.  I  should  vote  agaitist  the 
bill,  and  he  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  GOLDTHWAITE.  I  am  paired  with 
the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  Mr.  West,  who 
would  have  voted  **nay,*'  while  I  should  vote 
**yea,*'  if  be  were  present. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  am  paired 
with  the  senior  Senator  from  Iowa,  Mr.  Har- 
LAX.  If  he  were  here  he  would  vote  for  the 
bill,  and  I  should  vote  against  it. 


Mr.  CARPENTER.  My  coUeague,  Mr. 
Hows,  who  would  vote  "  nay ''  on  this  bill,  is 
paired  with  the  Senator  from  Maine,  Mr. 
Hahlin,  who  would  vote  '^yea.'' 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  20,  nays  17;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Boreman.  Caldwell.  Fenton.  Hill. 
Hitchcock,  Logan.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Os- 
born, Pomeroy,  Rice,  Robertson,  Sawyer.  Sherman, 
Spencer,  Sumner.  Trumbull.  Vickers.  Windom.  and 
Wright— 20. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Aleom,   Carpenter,   Chandler. 

Sooner,  Davis  of  WestVirffinia,  Edmunos,  Ferry  of 
[ichgan.  Frelinghuysen.  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of 
Maryland.  Johnston,  Kelly.  Norwood,  Sanlsliur}*. 
Scott.  Stevenson,  and  Stockton— 17. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Blair. 
Brownlow,  Btxckinghnm,  Cameron*  Casserly.  Clay- 
ton. Cole,  Conkling.  Corbett,  Cragin,  Davis  of  Ken- 
tucky. Ferry  of  Connecticut^  Flanagan.  Ooldthwaite, 
Hamilton  of  Texas,. Hamlin,  Harlan,  Howe,  Kel- 
logg, Lewis,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Nye.  Patterson. 
Pool,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Schurs.  Sprague,  Stewart, 
Thurman,  Tipton,  West,  and  Wlbon— 36. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

nOUSlE  BILLS  BK^EK&KD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2034)  for  the  relief  of 
Edward  G.  Allen,  of  London,  England,  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Library. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  twice 
by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  101)  for  the  relief  of  F. 
B.  Brayton; 

A  bill  (H.  B,  No.  1094)  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  A.  Weiiiner ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1261)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  D.  West,  of  Sandusky,  in  the  State  of 
Ohio; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1288)  for  the  relief  of 
Sluman  S.  Bailey,  collector  of  internal  revenue 
for  the  fourth  district  of  Michigan ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1700)  for  the  relief  of 
Battelle  &  Evans ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2027)  for  the  relief  of 
William  Howard ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2028)  for  the  relief  of 
William  Stoddard,  late  assistant  quartermaster 
United  States  volunteers ;  • 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2029)  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  H.  Thompson,  of  New  Orleans,  Louis 
iana; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2030)  fbr  th«  relief  of 
Wylly  Woodbridge ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2031)  for  the  relief  of 
Peck,  Van  Sorn  &  Co  i 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2032)  for  the  rdief  of 
John  H.  McQuown,  of  Illinois ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2033)  for  .the  relief  of 
B.  C.  Bailey ; 

A  bill  (E.  R.  No.  2036)  for  the  relief  of 
James  A.  Bell ; 

A  bill  IE.  R.  No.  2037)  for  the  relief  of 
Alpheus  l*orbes,  late  pension  agent  in  Uie  city 
of  Wew  York; 

A  bill  f  H.  R.  No.  2038)  for  the  relief  of 
William  M.  Stafford,  late  acting  district  attor- 
ney for  Montana  Territory ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2039)  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Westcott,  of  Portland,  Maine ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2040)  for  the  relief  of 
Redick  McELee  *  * 

A  bill  (H.  R.'No.  2041)  for  the  relief  o£  the 
children  of  John  M.  Baker;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2042)  for  the  relief  of 
f^annie  M.  Jackson,  of  Tennessee. 

MiaSlSSIPPI  RITEE  BUDQBS. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  (Mr.  Ax 
tbokt)  laid  before  the  Senate  the  am  end - 
mentis  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the 
bill  (S.  No.  647)  to  authorize  the  construction 
of  a  bridj^e  across  th<^  Mississippi  river  at  or 
near  the  town  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 
and  other  bridges  across  said  river,  and  to 
establish  them  as  post  roads. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  House  of  Represent- 
atives  have  returned  that  bill  with  two  or 
three  amendments,  which  are  merely  verbal, 
and  I  ask  that  they  may  be  concurred  in. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendments,  which 
were  in  section  five,  line  one,  after  the  word 
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"  bailt,''  to  insert  the  words  '*and  located;'' 
in  line  ten  of  the  same  section,  after  the  word 
''revocation,''  to  insert  the  word  "modifica- 
tion j"  at  the  end  of  the  same  section,  to  add 
the  words  '*  without  any  ezpense  or  charge 
to  the  United  States;"  and  at  the  end  of  the 
last  section  of  the  bill,  to  add  the  words  "with- 
out any  expense  or  charge  to  the  IJnit/ed 
States." 
The  amendments  were  concarred  in, 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
resame  the  Consideration  of  the  tariff  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resnmed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  178)  to 
repeal  the  duties  on  salt,  the  pending  ques: 
tion  bein^  on  the  amendment  or  l^r.  Scott  to 
the  sabstitQtc  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont,  obtained  the 
floor. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Before  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  proceeds,  I  desire  to  give  notice  that 
to-morrow  morning  I  will  submit  a  resolution 
similar  to  that  adopted  twp  years  ago,  pro- 
viding that  after  to-morrow  Uie  debate  shall 
be  limited  to  five  or  ten  minutes,  as  the  Senate 
may  decide.  I  give  the  notice  now,  so  that 
any  Senator  who  desires  to  address  the  Senate 
at  length  may  do  so  before  then. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
resist  this  tariff  bill,  taking  it  up,  or  consider- 
ing it,  or  having  anything  whatever  to  do  with 
it,  to-morrow,  the  next  day,  and  every  other 
day.  I  consider  that  the  bill  ought  not  to 
occupy  one  single  moment  of  the  time  of  this 
body.  I  propose  to  proceed  to  the  consider- 
ation of  business,  and  lay  this  bill  on  the  table 
at  the  very  earliest  moment  it  can  be  done. 

Mr.  BLAIR.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  occupy  more  than  a  short  time,  and  I 
would  rather  fo  on  now.  If  the  Senator  has 
an  vthiog  special  that  will  not  take  time 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  was  going  to  remark  that  I 
did  not  think  it  came  with  good  grace  from  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  after  having  made  a  speech 
an  hour  and  a  half  long,  to  ol^ect  to  any  one 
else  speaking. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  did  not 
understand  me.  I  said  that  after  to-morrow 
I  proposed  to  limit  debate  somewhat.  It  has 
been  usual  to  consider  tariff  bills  under  a 
limited  debate.  I  do  not  want  to  cut  off  any- 
body. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  think  that  all  who  speak  on 
the  tariff  bill  ought  to  have  the  same  chance 
as  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  had. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  desires  to 
speak,  he  can  have  the  floor  to-morrow,  no 
doubt. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  lam  not  speaking  in  my  own 
behalf,  but  I  speak  on  behalf  of  Senators  who 
oaght  to  stand  on  an  equality  with  the  Sena- 
tor who  reported  the  bill,  and  who  addressed 
the  Senate,  and  made  as  long  a  .speech  as  he 
desired. 

Thp  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  has  obtained  the  floor  to  speak 
on  the  bill,  and  declines  to  yield  further. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Presi- 
'icnt,  I  have  not  felt  it  necessar^f  to  prepare 
&ny  elaborate  speech  after  the  opening  speeches 
that  have  already  been  heard  in  the  Semite  on 
the  subject  of  the  tariff.  There  are  so  many 
data  necessary  to  be  considered  in  giving  an 
opinloD  upon  the  questions  affecting  the  rev- 
ennes  and  disbursements  of  a  ereat  country 
like  car  own,  that  it  is  a  marvel  to  me  to  see 
with  what  alacrity  and  confidence  every  man 
I  meet  steps  forward  with  statements  which  a 
single  year  may  show  to  have  had  so  hurried 
^  birth  as  to  have  slaughtered  the  reputation 
of  the  statesman  or  the  financier. 

la  the  United  States  financial  predictions 
zre  more  perilous  than  elsewhere,  in  conse- 
•^uence  of  the  broad  field  upon  which  they 


must  be  based — a  field  of  untiring  activity  and 
commercial  enterprise,  stretching  across  half 
tlf  e  globe  and  from  polar  cold  to  tropical  heat, 
and  linked  by  trade  to  the  shores  of  every  con- 
tinent and  to  all  the  islands  of  the  sea,  and 
more  perilous  or  uncertain  now  than  ever, 
because  we  are  lifting  up  a  race  of  four  mil- 
lion people  from  degrauation  to  civilization, 
and  because  we  are  seeking  rest  and  exemp- 
tion iroi^  the  exhaustion  and  the  burdens 
whicl^  never  fail  to  incumber  and  han^  upon 
t)l»j9  ]]|^rciless  track  of  war.  Labor  in  the 
Soutl)^  is  in  a  transition  state — dropping  the 
fe^iterq,  of  slavery  and  assuming  the  responsi- 
bilities of  freedom — ^and  the  sum  total  of  its 
pcoduQ^  a^d  consumption  may  confidently  be 
expected  tp  be  largely  increased  as  well  as 
lArS^lj  ^a^ied. 

If),  all  portions  of  our  country  the  enormous 
war  isgxi^s  of  pftper  mone;^  gave  an  artificial 
&timulM9  to  many  enterprises  existins  before 
the  ^i^^  as  Tv^fJl  as  to  those  generated  by  the 
wart  an4  all  these  c^^not  be  expected  to  live 
an4  fto^rish  wMsi^  the  application  of  the  sUm- 
utns  i^  WM^ingf  an4  has  in  a  large  measure 
lost  it^  potency.  A  healthful  trade  is  always 
to  be  bpped  for^  and  yet  depressions  and  vicis- 
situdes constfMQtly  recur.  That  none  have 
sooner  occurred  must  be  attributed  mainly 
to  the  &ct  that;  a  wat*tariff  has  offered  irre- 
sistible inducements  to  labor  in  all  the  bywi^s 
aqd  ^venues  of  human  industry.  The  courage 
and  el^tiiQitj  oC  the  American  people  ar« 
shown,  in  th?  n^gnitude  of  the  length  and 
expanse  of  OUT  railroadsy  laigely  built  within 
the  last  decade,  at  a  cost,  up  to  Janaaiy  1, 
1871,  of  $2,620,000,000.  It  to  this  vast  sum  we 
add  the  co^t  of  tlve  recent  war,  it  will  amount 
to  one  h^lf  the  present  assessed  value  of  the 
entira  property  of  the  United  States*  And 
yet  ifa  have  already  demonstra^^ed  that  our 
national  debt,  though,  among  the  largest,  will 
be  extinguished  at  a  much  earlier  day  than 
^at,  however  smaU>  of  any  Government  in 
iiurope. 

Even  our  presQ^t  financial  difficulty  is  with 
our  surplua  revenue.  The  problem  is,  what 
shall  we  dp  with  the  excess  above  what  we 
w^nt  for  ordinary,  expenses  ^nd  a  proper  dim- 
inution of  the  public  debt? 

I  shall  largely  curtail  what  I  have  to  say  upon 
this  fruitful  topic  by  taking  refuge  behind  the 
careful  estimate  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  as  presented  in  his  opening 
speech,  as  to  the  exact  amount  of  our  expected 
receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  coming  year. 
In  round  numbers  X  shall  willingly  concede, 
and  it  is  enough  to  concede,  that  we  can 
safely  reduce  our  revenue  to  the  extent  of 
$50,000,000.  The.  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
concedes  this,  although  it  is  partly  based  upon 
the  assumed  growth  and  prosperity  of  the 
country.  No  competent  secretary  of  the 
Treasury  ever  runs  the  risk  of  the  misery  and 
diBgrace  which  come  from  a  too  rosy  calcula- 
tion of  receipts  and  expenditures.  An  excess 
of  the  former  injures  nobody,  but  an  excess 
of  the  latter  crushes  not  only  the  people,  but 
the  financier.  It  must  be  admitted  that  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  like  the  cli- 
mate, is  subject  to  great  and  sudden  fluctua- 
tions. WiUi  our  experience  here  of  the  facil- 
ity with  which  the  mercury  drops,  we  ought 
not  to  drop  from  our  resources  more  than  the 
sum  of  $50,000,000.  This  point  being  con- 
sidered as  settled,  the  only  question  remaining 
is  one  of  detail. 

Nobody  wants  to  pay  taxes  for  the  pleasure 
it  gives,  and  nobody  will  refuse  to  pay  neces- 
sary taxes,  even  though  it  be  accompanied  by 
a  twinge  of  pain.  Nobody  expects  the  perpet- 
ual continuence  of  the  ei^treme  duties  prop- 
erly imposed  during  war,  and  nobody  is  ready 
to  insuU  the  countiy  now  with  the  direct  prop- 
osition of  free  trade.  There  are  two  modes 
by  which  our  surplus  revenues  can  be  easily 
curtailed.  The  fact  that  heretofore  we  have 
reduced  taxation  mainly  by  the  removal  of 
internal  revenue  duties  points  out  those  duties  1 


as  most  onerous  to  the  people,  and  in  a  meas- 
ure guides  our  action  now.  The  fact  that  the 
general  sentiment  among  the  people  of  all 
parties  points  in  the  same  direction  cannot 
be  disregarded,  and  conclusively  proves  that 
there  is  no  purpose  anywhere  of  abandoning 
a  tariff  for  tne  support  of  the  Government  or 
of  resorting  instead  to  either  internal  or  direct 
taxes.  The  lightest  weight  which  can  be  im- 
posed through  internal  taxes  is  felt  to  be  more 
oppressive  than  the  heaviest  tariff.  The  uni- 
versal desire  i^  to  set  aside  internal  taxes,  of 
whatever  sort,  as  soon  as  the  exigencies  of 
the  Government  which  called  them  forth  shall 
have  passed  away.  They  have  answered  a 
great  national  purpose,  as  the  reserved  power 
of  the  country,  and  will  soon  be  disbanded 
until  again  wanted. 

This  proves  another  thing  equally  vital ;  and 
that  is,  that  a  tariff  commensurate  with  the 
wants  of  Government,  when  relied  upon  as  our 
chief  resource,  cannot  without  endangering  our 
honor  be  sudaenly  and  largely  reduced  upon 
the  great  bulk  of  our  importations  below  its 
present  stand-point.  *  True,  we  are  earnestly 
trying  to  diminish  our  expenditures,  cutting 
off  every  excrescence  possible ;  but  still  the 
tariff  must  remain  as  our  chief  resource,  and 
aa  such  it  must  be  pruned  bv  careful  and  ten- 
der hands.  The  dead  brancnes  may  be  lopped 
off  and  the  whole  made  to  assume  a  more 
symmetrical  growth ;  but  the  parties  who  aro 
blindly  flinging  their  tomahawks  at  the  trunk 
deserve  to  be  put  in  charge  of  the  Quaker 
commissioners  now  laboring  to  teach  the 
Indians  the  arts  of  peace. 

I  assume,  then,  that  our  internal  taxes  are 
all  to  be  speedily  dismissed  with  the  exception 
of  those  on  tobacco,  cigars,  spirits,  malt  liquors, 
and  possibly  stamps.  In  round  numbers  we 
shall  then  have  parted  with  one  half  our  sur- 
plus, and  have  $25,000,000  more  that  can  be 
spared  from  the  tariff. 

I  think  there  is  almost  universal  consent 
that  a  long  list  of  articles,  producing  only 
inconsiderable  sums  of  revenue,  and  rarely 
produced  or  produceable  in  our  own  country, 
shall  be  transferred  to  the  free  list.  This  will 
not  only  cut  off  revenue  not  needed,  but  dimin- 
ish the  labor  and  expense  of  the  custom-house 
department,  and,  so  far  as  any  raw  materials 
are  included,  it  will  be  advantageous  to  the 
industry  of  the  countiy.  The  bill  reported  by 
the  committee,  in  part  guided  by  the  report 
of  the  Treasur;^  Department,  miskes  a  long 
stride  in  this  direction,  and  yet  stopping  far 
short  of  what  the  committee  anticipated,  be- 
cause of  the  extent  and  surprising  alertness 
of  American  thrift.  Hardly  an  item  could  be 
proposed  to  be  translated  to  the  free  list  before 
it  would  be  found  that  somewhere  in  our  broad 
and  happy  country  it  had  a  home  and  diligent 
nursing,  leadine  to  the  conviction  that  no 
foundlings  are  Tolerated  in  American  trade. 
This  accounts  for  the  last  amendments  of  the 
committee,  which  strike  off  some  items  from 
the  free  list  as  originally  reported. 

For  instance,  the  committee  had  supposed 
that  our  supply  of  emery  came  exclusively  from 
Turkey — none  two  years  ago.  being  known  to 
exist  in  this  country — but  we  soon  struck  the 
solid  grit  of  the  owners  of  the  emery  mine  in 
Hampden  county,  Massachusetts,  which,  since 
1869,  has  furnished  an  unrivaled  quality  of 
emery,  and  in  sufBcient  abundance  to  supply 
the  world.  The  price  in  consequence  has  gone 
down  from  eight  cents  to  five  cents  per  pound. 

It  was  proposed  to  place  phosphorus  on  tho 
free  list — a  pound  of  which  is  used  for  the  fuse 
of  six  hundred  thousand  lucifer  matches — but 
lol  a  Jerseyman  has  just  embarked  all  the 
earnings  of  a  mature  life  in  this  one  venture 
of  maKing  phosphorus,  and  might  succeed  if 
let  alone,  giving  to  us  besides  a  cheaper  arti- 
cle. It  was  resolved  not  to  perplex  him  by 
fear  of  change,  and  the  committee  illumined 
his  path  by  still  saying  *  ^  Letyour  light  shine. ' ' 

Antimony  was  another  of  these  supposed 
orphans  that  we  hardly  thought  had  any  home. 
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or  that  anybody  would  seek  to  give  it  protec- 
tion in  this  coantry,  especially  aa  it  is  the  base 
of  tartar-emetic,  a  nauseous  dose,  but  the 
Pacific  railroad,  opening  the  way  to  Nevada, 
there  discloses  a  mine  of  wonderful  richness, 
which  promises,  with  only  the  ten  per  cent, 
duly  heretofore  attached  to  it,  soon  to  send 
along  supplies  at  a  price  at  least  a  <]|uarter  less 
than  that  now  prevailing.  Notwithstanding 
the  regulus  of  antimony  is  used  to  the  extent 
of  one  sixteenth  part  in  type-metal,  a  branch 
of  industry  it  is  desirable  to  fayor,it  was  de- 
termined not  to  provoke  a  wry  face  io  Nevada, 
as  would  be  done  by  placing  antimony  on  the 
free  list. 

These  are  but  samples  of  an  extended  list 
of  articles  found  in  analogous  circumstances. 
One  more,  and  they  will  be  dismissed.  Sumac, 
a  tree  or  shrub  from  the  bark  of  which  tannin 
and  colors  are  made,  prior  to  1861  was  brought 
here  entirely  from  abroad.  Recently  it  has 
been  found  in  Virginia  in  great  abundance, 
and  gives  employment  to  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  people.  The  petitions  presented  asked 
for  moderate  specific  duties,  and  the  least  that 
could  be  done  was  not  to  remove  the  pittance 
in  the  way  of  such  ctd  valorem  duties  as  are 
now  enjoyed.  When  Virginia  asks  for  pro- 
tection I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  stick  in  the 
bark.     It  might  be  well  to  do  more. 

The  free  list  proposed  will  make  a  large 
addition  to  that  of  the  existing  laws,  and  con- 
tains some  items  of  considerable  importance, 
as  tin  in  bars  or  blocks,  essential  oils,  jute, 
charcoal,  bleaching-powaers,  and  soda  ash. 
For  more  than  thirty  years  the  manufacture 
of  soda-ash  has  from  time  to  time  been  at- 
tempted, especially  at  Pittsburg,  but  with 
indifferent  success.  Either  the  cost  has  been 
too  high  or  the  quality  too  low  to  give  satisfac- 
tion. All  of  the  raw  materials  are  not  at  our 
command,  and  it  is  one  thing  where  America 
must  own  beat.  Even  protection  will  not  re- 
animate its  drowsy  production,  and  our  soap- 
makers,  glass-makers,  and  others  must  here- 
aiYer  look  to  Liverpool  for  soda-ash  and  make 
the  best  of  it. 

The  addition  to  the  free  list  will  much  re- 
duce the  number  of  taxable  articles  hereafter 
to  be  retained  in  the  tariff,  and  these,  in  any 
tariff  largely  specific,  must  be  considerable; 
but  tlie  falsehood  by  which  they  have  been 
exaggerated  in  relation  to  our  present  tariff 
deserves  a  passing  exposure.  A  duty,  for  in- 
stance, is  imposed  upon  all  leather.  Every- 
one knows  that  to  be  a  generic  term  which 
includes  whole  classes  and  all  classes  of  every 
sort  and  description  of  leather,  amounting 
perhaps  to  fifty  or  more  varieties.  In  order 
to  make  it  appear  that  the  tariff  was  a  bloated 
monster  with  an  interminable  tail,  these  sep- 
arate varieties  are  all  counted,  and  so  on  to  the 
end  with  everything  else  to  swell  the  aggre- 
gate number  of  articles  said  to  "be  enumerated. 
Of  course,  when  such  articles  are  exempted 
Irom  duties,  they  have  to  be  specifically  named, 
although  they  may  not  have  been  so  namea 
when  the  duties  were  originally  imposed. 
There  may  be  particular  things  in  the  free  list 
of  the  bill  before,  us  thai  should  be  omitted ; 
but  as  a  whole,  I  am  persuaded,  the  loss  of 
revenue  no  longer  needed  will  be  much  more 
than  compensated  by  the  direct  and  indirect 
advantages  that  will  accrue. 

About  the  only  propositions  in  the  bill  to 
which  I  have  had  any  serious  objection  is  the 
indiscriminate  application  of  the  ten  percent, 
reduction  upon  wool,  metals,  and  manufac- 
tures, as  found  in  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  under  consideration.  It  appeared  to  me 
that  possibly  it  might  have  been  better  to  have 
given  an  equal  amount  of  reduction  by  selec- 
tion, or  by  reducing  the  duties  upon  such 
articles  as  are  notoriously  highest  in  the  rank 
of  protection  or  percentage,  and  which  it 
might  be  supposed  could  bear  it  with  the 
least  injury.  Then,  such  duties  as  have  been 
already  once  razeed,  like  the  duty  upon  pig 
iron,  of  which  we  ought  to  double  our  present 


domestic  supply,  might  go  untouched  ;  or 
like  that  on  wool,  ader  thirty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  sheep  of  the  country  have  been  slaugh- 
tered, ana  after  four  years  of  continued  depres- 
sion and  continual  loss  in  the  business  of 
sheep- raising,  might  be  left  operative  at  least 
for  one  year. 

A  vast  majority  of  the  woolen  mannfactnr- 
ers  of  the  country  long  since  made  peace  with 
the  wool-growing  interests.  They  have  had 
the  benefit  of  a  glut  in  the  wool  markets  of 
the  world,  and  the  major  part  of  them  do  not 
unfairly  seek  to  escape  from  the  pinch  which 
the  present  scarcity  has  brought  about  by 
throwing  the  burden  of  this  also  upon  wool- 
growers.  The  high  cost  of  cotton  and  the 
comparatively  low  price  of  wool  for  the  past  ten 
years  has  created  a  larger  permanent  demand 
for  wool,  as  cotton  has  been  extensively  dis- 
carded for  woolen  clothing,  and  if  the  busi- 
ness of  sheep-husbandry  in  this  conntrjr  should 
be  crippled  or  destroyed,  the  prices  of  healthy 
clothing  wools  would  in  the  end  be  made 
dearer  the  world  over.  It  is  against  the  inter- 
ests of  all  branches  of  agriculture,  and  against 
the  interest  of  the  woolen  manufacturer,  to 
diminish  the  supply  of  domestic  wools.  To 
be  sure,  the  reduction  is  very  slight,  and  the 
farmers  are  not  here  to  protest  against  it,  but 
Senators  will  find  thein  at  home  protesting 
loudly.     •  , 

So  far  as  revenue  is  concerned,  the  result 
would  be  the  same,  whether  we  reduce  the 
tariff  in  one  way  or  the  other,  but  to  me  the 
mode  I  have  suggested  appears  more  com- 
mendable. 

There  is  no  one,  I  presume,  who  expects 
the  whole  range  of  duties  to  continue  forever 
at  the  war  pitch.  To  return  to  low  taxation 
as  fast  as  the  circumstan<;es  of  the  country  will 
permit  is  the  imperative  duty  of  all  parties, 
and  this  process  of  return  had  much  better  be 
initiated  now  and  in  a  moderate  degree  than 
to  wait  until  nothing  less  than  a  revolntion  will 
accomjilish  the  purpose.  The  people  demand 
such  a  revision  of  the  tariff  as  wiU  put  less 
money  into  the  Treasury.  They  do  not  want 
to  tru8t«it  nor  us  with  a  dollar  which  can  be 
spent  unnecessarily.  We  must  march  up  to 
that  point  or  they  will  send  those  who  will 
march  beyond.  The  country  will  insure  its 
prosperitv  by  an  early  understanding  that  this 
IS  the  oraer  of  the  day.  Let  it  be  understood 
that  we  expect  to  remove  taxation  at  the  ear- 
liest, and  at  every  proper  opportunity,  as  we 
have  done  every  year  since  the  close  of  the  war. 

But  in  removing  taxation  we  do  not  intend 
to  remove  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  deprive 
the  American  people  of  employment.  We 
intend  to  tax  foreign  luxurigs,  ana  make  those 
who  use  them  pay  the  tax.  We  intend  to  give 
the  work  of  America  to  American  workmen. 
The  only  tangible  benefit  we  can  confer  upon 
labor  in  this  country  is  by  a  tariff  that  discrim- 
inates in  favor  of  American  industry,  and  our 
country  is  now,  as  it  should  be  hereafter,  among 
all  nations  the  paradise  of  the  laboring  man. 
Not  only  does  he  here  receive  much  greater 
wages,  but  taking  into  account  the  character 
and  quality  of  his  food,  clothing,  and  lodgings, 
these,  as  a  whole,  are  cheaper  here  than  any- 
where else.  He  can  here  support  h's  family, 
and  have  more  lefr.  for  their  education,  travel, 
and  taste  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  any  French, 
German,  Italian,  or  English  workman. 

So  far  as  what  is  called  ** revenue  reform'' 
conceals  free  trade  under  its  cloak,  it  conceals 
a  dagger  aimed  at  the  American  laborer.  The 
incidental  protection  given  by  our  tariff — and 
the  main  purpose  has  been  always  to  obtain 
revenue— has  elevated  labor  throughout  half 
of  the  civilized  world.  Employers  abroad  have 
had  the  severest  competition  with  us,  not 
against  our  products  alone,  but  against  the 
prices  we  have  paid  and  continue  to  pay  for 
labor.  They  have  had  to  raise  the  wages,  not 
only  of  common  laborers,  but  of  skilled  work- 
men, because  otherwise  they  found  ihem  ready 
to  emigrate  where  labor  and  skill  were  more 


highlv  appreciated  and  better  rewarded*  The 
world  over,  the  American  standard  has  lifted 
the  wages  of  labor,  and  inspired  faith  and  hope 
among  those  who  live  by  the  sweat  of  the  brow. 
If  our  poliiical  example  has  toned  down  the 
theories  of  arbitrary  Governments,  our  tariff 
and  financial  policy  is  entitled  to  the  greater 
glory  of  practically  dignifying  labor  and  toning 
up  its  reward,  not  only  here,  but  in  foreiga 
kingdoms  and  empires. 

The  tariff  bills  which  came  to  ns  from  the 
House  proposed  the  repeal  of  all  datiea  upon 
coal,  salt,  tea,  and  coffee,  and  the  eaae  mod 
simplicity  of  such  legislation  omptivates  legis- 
lators aa  well  as  the  public  The  toil  of  cal- 
culating complicated  propositions  is  often 
eood-naturedly  shirked,  and  the  removal  of  the 
duties  upon  the  necessaries  of  life  commands 
instant  and  sometimes  thoughtless  &vor. 
Conceding  that  the  American  policy  is  and 
should  be  to  make  these  articles,  or  most  of 
them,  free  at  the  earliest  practicable  momeot, 
that  some  of  them  were  onl^  drafted  into  six- 
vice  during  the  war,  yet  is  it  wise  to  rem  ore 
the  duties  entirely  from  these  articles  wliile 
the  highest  war  duties  remain  untouched  u|)i»n 
many  other  equally  necessary  articles?  ()ar 
imports  are  now  extravagantly  lar^e — over 
five  hundred  million  dollars,  and  of  this  $160,- 
000,000  comes  from  Great  Britain  alone — a  id 
were  they  to  be  checked  by  any  domestic  or 
commercial  disaster,  or  by  any  foreign  war, 
our  magnificent  receipts  would  become  shriv- 
eled, and  themoststable  and  reliable  resource, 
if  the  House  proposition  be  followed,  tea  and 
coffee,  wholly  cut  off. 

The  public  debt  is  not  yet  all   funded  at 
satisfactory  rates  of  interest,  nor  have  we  yet 
restored  gold  and  silver  to  the  pockets  of  the 
people.      Under  these  circumstances  it  does 
not  appear  to  be  prudent  to  wholly  remove 
all  duties  upon  these  articles  at  this  moment. 
They  may  be  removed  at  an  early  day,  but 
they  clearly  ou^ht  not  to  be  now.     True,  no 
financial  revulsion  is  imminent;   but  if  any 
should  occur,  the  Government  ought  not  to  be 
needlessly  exposed  and  helpless.     The  reve- 
nues upon  coffee,  tea,  and  salt  may  be  safely 
computed  in  advance,  but  upon  other  com- 
modities it  is  unstable  and   variable   as  the 
winds  by  which  they'are  wafted  to  our  shores. 
We  have  once  already  largely   reduced  the 
duties  upon  tea  and  coffeei  and  feel  able  to 
take  another  step  in  the  same  direction,  but 
it  is  too  soon  to  cut  loose  entirely  from  our 
strongest  supports. 

Senators  who  have  preceded  mo  have  left 
very  little  more  to  be  said  about  the  present 
bill,  but  there  are  one  or  two  general  points  of 
view,  perhaps,  worthy  of  further  consideration. 

I  have  recently,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  State 
Department,  had  placed  in  my  hands  a  report 
presented  to  the  British  Parliament  of  the 
diplomatic  and  consular  agents  abroad  '  *  re- 
specting the  condition  of  the  industrial  classes 
and  the  purchase- power  of  money  in  foreiga 
countries,"  and  if  this  document  could  be 
placed  in  the  hands  of  every  workingroan  in 
America  I  think  it  would  be  productive  of 
infinite  service,  and  its  circulation  cause  all  of 
us  to  be  devoutly  thankful  that  we  can  claim 
the  United  States  as  our  home.  It  is  a  docu- 
ment furnished  by  free-traders.  This  report 
extends  to  nine  hundred  and  forty-six  pages, 
and  I  shall  not  attempt  to  give  even  a  summary 
of  its  contents,  as  I  am  strongly  tempted  to  do, 
but  content  myself  with  a  few  extracts  taken 
almost  at  random,  and  will  begin  wi.h — 

Prussia,  or  the  North  German  Confederation: 

"To  sam  up  the  general  sverase  of  wages,  the 
daily  earnings  of  a  man  in  permanent  employment, 
at  ordinar/  labor,  are  91a.  (19  oenU)  a  day  in  the 
rural  distriota  and  1«.  (24  cents)  a  day  in  towos:  and 
for  skilled  labor  from  15<i.  (30  oenta)  to  2«.  6*L,  (64 
oenU.)" 

The  hours  of  labor  (in  a  cloth  factory)  are 
stated  thus : 

Firemen  and  engineers.. 
Spinners  and  dyers......... 

Ali  other  hands....... , 
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One  mannfactory  is  mentioned  "  where  the 
machinery  was  kept  going  ni^^ht  and  day — the 
women  worked  in  relays  for  sixteen  hours  con- 
secutively.*' 

Cherbourg,  France : 

*'  The  laborer  in  the  ooantry,  or,  u  he  may  be 
more  properly  termed,  the  farm -laborer,  may  be 
elassed  apart.  If  be  U  in  want  of  work  be  attends 
at  one  of  tbe  eoantry  fairs,  ^^bicb  are  generally  held 
in  tbe  month  of  July.  He  is  bired  for  tbe  ^ear,  and 
is  fed  and  lodged  by  his  employer,  receiving  at  tbe 
end  of  the  term  three  hundred  francs  (160)  for  biv 
•exrici 


tt 


In  the  United  States  any  man  can  earn  that 
in  two  or  three  months. 
Ragnsa,  Austria: 

*' All  field  labor  is  done  by  natiyes.  The  pay  of 
oliye-field  labor  is  serenpenoe  (fourteen  eents)  per 
dac^,  with  plain  food  (Indian  oorn,  soup,  Jbo.)  inr- 
nished  by  tbe  proprietor.  Kow,  as  the  Ragasan 
in  Peru  or  California  can  gain  three  dollars  a  day, 
lives  on  one.  and  saves  two,  emigration  from  here 
}b  attraotive. 

I  should  think  it  would  be. 
Rome: 

"Tbe  ordinary  wages  of  tbe  worklngman  is  three 
Mnls  (thirty  oents)  a  day,  and  women  get  two  panls, 
(twenty  cents.)  On  good  occasions,  when  there  are 
heavy  weights  to  carry,  it  is  a  strange  sight  to  see 
handsome  young  women  acting  as  bricklayers' 
laborers.  Tbey  were  extensively  employed  in  the 
making  of  railways." 

It  is  also  stated  that  wages  to  the  agricni- 
taral  peasants  seldom  rise  to  more  than  three 
panls,  (thirty  cents,)  and  that  in  the  mountain 
districts  one  paul  (ten  cents)  '*  would  be  am- 
ple." It  hardly  needed  to  be  added  that  they 
are  in  a  *' starving  condition.'' 

Bergamo,  Italy : 

The  consular  agent  writes  in  relation  to 
19,449  persons  employed  there  in  silk,  woolen, 
linen,  and  other  mills: 

"Tho  aggregate  annual  amount  of  wages  was 
Z417.120  francs,  which  would  give  no  more  toan,  ex- 
cluding fractions,  two  franca  thirty  centimes  (forty- 
four  cents)  a  week  per  bead,  supposing  that  alt  the 
milla  were  working  constantly.  By  far  the  greater 
number  of  them,  however,  are  open  during  less  than 
six  months  in  the  year." 

Belgium,  (Apnl  16,  1871:) 

**  Tbe  use  of  coffee  strongly  adulterated  with  chio- 
oery  is  general:  tea  is  seldom  drank.  Sugar  is  sel- 
dom seen,  and  milk  ia  a  luxury  afforded  by  only  the 
better  class  of  workmen." 

"  Very  many  have  for  their  entire  subsistence  but 
potatoes  with  a  little  grease,  brown  or  black  bread, 
often  bad,  and  for  their  drink  the  tincture  above 
mentioned. 

**  More  than  nine  hundred  thousand  persons,  one 
fifth  of  the  population  (of  Belgium)  are  inscribed  on 
the  lists  of  poor  relief. 

"The  majority  of  tbe  girls  wbo  work  in  tbe  coal- 
pits have  no  great  sense  of  decency,  and  seldom 
marry  without  having  had  two  or  three  children 
previously. 

'*  In  1867  thirty-five  per  cent,  of  the  militia  (com- 
prising all  classes)  could  neither  read  nor  write." 

•  Many  women  make  nails  by  hand  while 
their  husbands  are  away  in  the  summer  sea- 
son at  work,  and  many  men  in  the  winter  do 
the  same  from  five  o'clock  in  the  morning 
till  eight  in  the  evening,  and  earn  at  that 
one  franc  fifty  centimes  a  day,  or  twenty- 
eight  cents.  The  number  of  agricultural  day 
laborers  is,  males,  898.128 — wages,  two  francs 
twenty-five  centimes,  (forty-three  cents ;)  agri- 
cultural day  laborers,  females,  225,611 — wages, 
one  franc,  (nineteen  cents. )  But  in  the  winter 
season  wages  are  one  third  less. 

I  will  only  add  a  short  table  of  wages  of  two 
or  three  trades  at  different  points,  from  the 
same  aathority: 

DIXLT  WAOXS. 

Br »el:loyer«.— Antwerp.  2f.  3(if./  Netherlands,  Is. 
7tf./  Baxony,  3«./  Louisiana,  United  States,  $3; 
Pennsylvania,  10«.,  ($4). 

Ch*i>^iU«r'«.— Antwerp,  2».  Zd.j  Verviers,  3A  76c./ 
Italy,  y^,f  Venice.  3#.  M,;  Netherlands,  1*.  6c/./ 
8axon:r.  Z$.f  Louisiana,  United  States,  |3;  Penn- 
sylvania. 11«.,  (S2  75.) 

J^»r&«.— Antwerp,  2».  5rf..  (58  cents:)  Verviers,  3/*.* 
(McenU:)  Italy,  1^'.  50c..  (48  cents ;)  Venice,  2s.  6<i., 
(60 cents:)  Netherlands,  U.  4«f.,  (3:2  cents:)  Saxony, 
2*.  6d.,  (60  cents;)  Louisiana,  United  States,  $4; 
Pennsylvania,  U«.«  ($2  75.) 

Let  it  be  remembered  that  these  wages  in 
many  instances  arc  from  thirty  to  fifty  per 
cent,  more,  as  is  stated,  than  they  were  only 
a  few  years  back,  and  it  will  be  easily  under- 
•tood  why  some  articles  have  been  ana  yet  can 


be  produced  abroad,  not  with  less  labor,  but 
for  less  money  than  in  the  United  States.  I 
would  not  give  to  any  branch  of  industry  in 
our  country  such  advantages  as  would  enable 
it  to  pay  twice  and  thrice  as  much  as  can  be 
paid  by  agriculture  or  by  commerce  for  an 
equal  amount  of  labor,  but  I  would  preserve 
for  all  higher  pay  and  more  of  the  comforts 
of  life  than  we  see  by  the  indubitable  proofs  here 
presented  can  be  extracted  from  the  institu- 
tions and  policies  of  the  Old  World.  Is  there 
a  Senator  with  a  proud  and  throbbing  Ameri- 
can heart  in  his  bosom  who  would  counsel  any 
measure  tending  to  bring  American  workmen 
down  to  the  level  of  that  large  portion  of  the 
human  race  whose  pitiful  wages  and  pitiful 
fare  the  report  of  the  British  Parliament  has 
80  recently  and  so' fully  disclosed  ?  If  our  van- 
tage ground  is  not  to  be  attributed  largely  to 
the  tariff,  from  whence  does  it  come  ?  Mexico 
is  part  of  the  New  World,  but  what  of  it? 
The  republics  of  South  America  are  not  very 
dissimilar  in  their  forms  of  government  to  our 
own,  but  they  do  not  excite  our  envy.  Does 
distance  lend  to  us  alone  its  enchantment? 
Brazil  and  the  Argentine  Republic  are  much 
further  away,  but  unattended  by  any  distinctive 
prosperity.  The  Dominion  of  Canada  is  peo- 
pled by  a  kindred  race,  long  ruled  by  free 
trade  and  now  only  half  protected,  but  do  they 
lead  the  world  ?  « 

Make  whatever  other  liberal  credits  you 
will,  Mr.  President,  and  still  the  policy  of 
giving  American  work  to  American  workmen, 
and  giving  American  wages  therefor,  must 
have  the  foremost  credit  in  the  promotion  of 
the  material  prosperity  of  the  country,  and  the 
material  prosperity  of  workingmen  is  the  sure 
forerunner  of  moral  prosperity. 

The  tariff  laws  since  1861  have  been  changed, 
almost  as  far  as  possible,  from  the  system  of 
ad  valorem  to  specific  duties,  and  the  states- 
men of  all  nations  agree  that  the  latter  for 
revenue  are  more  reliable,  and  for  protec- 
tion much  superior,  as  affording  most  when 
most  is  needed,  while  the  former  give  the  least 
when  the  most  is  needed.  An  ad  valorem  duty, 
in  fact,  under  the  cunning  practices  of  trade, 
is  a  general  invitation  to  fraud,  or  a  notice 
that  the  door  is  open.  The  question  as  to 
specifics,  however,  may  be  considered  beyond 
the  region  of  discussion.    It  has  been  decided. 

When  the  difference  in  value  of  the  same 
article  has  been  too  great  to  admit  of  one 
specific  rate  only,  mixed  or  compound  duties, 
in  spite  of  noisy  objections  when  first  intro- 
duced, have  been  found  entirely  acceptable. 
They  can  be  understood  except  by  those  for 
whom  to  furnish  an  understanding  would  be 
too  great  an  outlay  by  Congress. 

Take  cast  stebl  as  an  example.  The  duty, 
when  the  value  is  seven  cents  or  less,  is  two 
and  a  quarter  cents  per  pound  ;  when  the  value 
is  over  seven  cents  and  not  over  eleven  cents, 
three  cents  per  pound ;  and  when  the  value  is 
over  eleven  cents,  it  is  three  and  a  half  cents 
per  pound,  and  in  addition  ten  per  cent,  ad 
valorem.  It  would  be  supposed  that  such  du- 
ties would  be  very  difficult  to  be  evaded,  and 
so  they  are ;  yet  under  the  last  Administration 
the  Sheffield  makers  of  steel,  with  the  aid  of 
supple  New  York  houses,  partners,  agents,  or 
consignees,  contrived  to  put  many  thousands 
of  dollars  into  foreign  pockets  by  evasion, 
until  they  were  discovered  and  exposed  by  a 
Treasury  agent,  aided  by  Consul  Abbott,  one 
of  the  best  officers  ever  in  our  foreign  service. 
The  process  was  to  invoice  the  steel  at  seven 
cents,  or  at  a  little  under  eleven  cents  per  pound, 
when  it  would  escape  the  next  higher  scale  of 
duties.  The  parlies  beine  the  owners  of  the 
steel,  as  well  after  as  be^re  it  was  shipped, 
could  fix  the  price  at  what  they  pleased  with- 
out reference  to  the  law,  which  requires  the 
assessment  of  duties  upon  the  market  value  of 
merchandise  at  the  last  place  of  shipment.  Our 
consul,  however,  got  parties  on  the  continent 
to  apply  as  purchasers  for  the  same  brands  of 
steel,  and  thus  obtained  its  reiU  market  price 


from  the  adroit  venders  themselves,  which 
proved  to  be,  as  was  well  known  it  would,  far 
above  that  fixed  for  the  American  market. 
The  bad  excuse  made  was  that  it  was  the  gen^ 
eral  practice  among  the  English  miUcers  of 
steel  to  put  down  the  price  tor  the  American 
market.  No  actual  sales  were  made  at  these 
low  rates,  but  this  trickery  was  necessary  in 
order  to  keep  the  American  trade.  This  steal- 
age was  at  length  stooped,  but,  of  course,  the 
parties  were  affrontea,  and  I  hope  the  accom- 
plished consul  will  not  suffer  for  a  fSsiithful 
performance  of  daty. 

The  sharp  profits  of  the  New  York  agents 
or  consignees  were  dnlled,  and  of  course  thev, 
too,  were  affronted — highly  affronted.  I  do 
not  state  it  as  a  fact,  because  I  do  not  know 
it  to  be  so,  but  I  have  been  told  that  it  is  to 
the  promptings  and  activity  of  these  New  York 
houses  that  we  are  indebted  for  the  numerous 
petitions  received  the  past  winter  in  relation 
to  the  tariff  and  customhouse  Inatters — com- 
monly known  as  the  **  yellow-covered  litera- 
ture" of  the  season — and  which  came  with 
such  precision,  so  elegantly  decorated  and 
enveloped,  as  to  attract  the  attention  of  all 
the  pages  in  the  Senate. 

It  is  true  that  nearly  all  of  the  complaint  in 
relation  to  the  tariff,  whether  in  regard  to 
fundamental  principles  or  details,  comes  from 
or  is  generated  in  New  York ;  but  if  importers 
could  exempt  themselves  from  all  custom-house 
duties,  the  Government  would  still  have  to 
be  supported,  and  it  is  very  doubtful  if  these 
parties  were  forced  to  contribute  an  equitable 
share  of  any  other  taxes  of  equal  magnitude, 
or  $29,000,000  annually  for  the  share  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  whether  their  woe  and 
grief  would  not  be  far  more  serious  and  more 
worthy  of  congressional  pity.  Free  trade  might 
temporarily  increase  the  profits  of  New  York, 
but  it  would  be  at  the  expense  of  the  great 
heart  of  the  country,  and  the  permanent  pros- 
perity of  the  city  is  dependent  wholly  .upon 
that  of  the  country  at  large.  Undermine  that 
and  the  greatest  of  American  cities  would  fol- 
low in  the  wake  of  Tyre  and  Sidon. 

Astute  as  well  as  puny  critics  may  assail  the 
perfection  of  some  ailing  section  of  law ;  theo- 
rists, as  well  as  those  who  should  be  states- 
men, may  denounce  the  practical  wisdom  of 
some  public  functionary ;  closet  amateurs,  and 
some  legislators  may  concoct  ideal  measures 
for  undiscovered  Utopias,  but  it  will  be  admit- 
ted by  general  acclamation  that  nnder  the 
present  Administration,  under  present  laws, 
the  revenues  have  been  honestly  collected  and 
honestly  paid  out.  The  fact  that  we  have 
repealed  smce  the  close  of  the  war  taxes  yield- 
ing over  two  hundred  million  dollars,  and  have 
in  less  time  paid  $800,000,000  of  the  pubjic 
debt,  and  now  have  a  surplus  revenue  to  dis- 
pose of  amounting  annually  to  $100,000,000 
more,  makes  a  buckler  too  strong  to  be  pierced 
by  tbe  small  wooden-headed  arrows  of  detrac- 
tion, and  will  vindicate  the  wisdom  of  the 
congressional  enactments  which  brought  about 
these  ^rand  results,  standing  to  our  credit  as 
they  will  stand  in  all  the  pages  of  future  his- 
tory. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland,  addressed 
the  Senate  in  remarks  which  will  be  found  in 
the  Appendix.         

Mr.  FiiELINGHUYSEN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  I  suppose  the  Senator 
does  not  desire  to  proceed  to-night. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  should  like  to  have  a 
short  executive  session. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  meant  to  move  an 
adjournment;  but  if  the  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota desires  an  executive  session,  I  will  yield 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  It  will  take  but  &9e  min- 
utes for  tbe  reference  of  certain  papers. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
THONY  in  the  chair.)  Does  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  give  way  ? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.    Yes,  sir. 
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KXECUTIVB  SESSION. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Minnesota  moves  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  ezecutiye  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  execative 
business.  After  eight  minutes  spent  in  execu* 
live  session  the  doors  were  reopened,  and 
(at  five  o'clock  p.  m.)  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  March  20,  1872, 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

BANKBUPT  LAW. 

Mr.  CRITCHER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
presented  joint  resolutions  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Virginia,  relating  to  the  bankrupt 
1a^  of  the  United  States ;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DUTY  ON  SUMAC. 

Mr.  CRITCHER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, presented  joint  resolutions  of  the'  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  in 
relation  to  the  present  duty  on  sumac ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  THE  FLOOR. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolation ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Re9olvtdt  That  tho  Committee  on  tho  Rules  be 
instructed  to  inqaire  and  report  what  amendments 
to  the  rules,  if  any,  arc  necessary  to  exclude  from 
the  Hall  daring  the  deliberations  of  the  House  of 
Kepreeentativos  those  not  entitled  to  the  privileges 
of  the  same,  and  also  to  roi)ort  what  provisions  are 
ueoesaary  to  exclude  therefrom  those  who  abuse  the 
courtesy  extended  to  them  by  interfering  with  and 
attempting  to  influence  legislation. 

PUBLICATION  OF  TUB  LAWS. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion ;  which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Jieaohedt  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be,  and  is 
hereby,  requested  to  transmit  to  this  House  a  list  of 
the  names  of  all  newspapers  authorized  to  publish 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  with  their  respective 
post  offices,  and  with  a  statement  of  tho  amount 
already  paid  to  each  and  yet  due  to  each  for  the 
publication  of  the  laws. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  resolution 
was  agreed  to ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BRIDGES  ACROSS  THE  OHIO  RIVER. 

Mr  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. I  call  up  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  827)  to 
authorize  the  construction  of  bridges  across 
the  Ohio  river  and  to  prescribe  the  dimensions 
of  the  same  was  recommitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce.  The  bill  is  reported  with 
amendments.  It  has  been  generally  consid- 
ered by  gentlemen  interested  m  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio  river,  and  I  presume  that  it  will 
give  rise  to  no  debate.  In  reading  the  bill  I 
desire  the  Clerk  to  include  the  amendments 
recommended  by  the  committee. 

The  bill,  as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  was  read. 

The  first  section  provides  that  any  persons 
or  corporations,  having  lawful  authority  there- 
for from  the  States  upon  whose  soil  the  ends  of 
those  bridges  may  rest,  may  erect  bridges  across 
the  Ohio  river,  for  railroad  or  other  uses,  upon 
compliance  with  tho  provisions  and  require- 
ments of  this  act. 

The  second  section  provides  that  every 
bridge  hereafter  erected  across  the  Ohio  river 
abovo  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy  shall  have 
at  least  one  span  of  a  height  of  not  less  than 
ninety  feet  above  low  water,  and  of  not  less 
than  forty  feet  above  local  highest  water,  meas-  I 


urcd  to  the  lowest  part  of  the  span;  that  every 
bridge  hereafter  erected  across  the  Ohio  river 
below  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy  shall  have 
at  least  one  span  of  a  height  of  not  less  than  one 
hundred  feet  above  low  water,  and  of  not  less 
than  forty  feet  above  highest  water,  measured 
to  the  lowest  part  of  the  span  ;  that  this  high 
span  shall  give  a  clear  opening  of  at  leastfour 
hundred  feet  between  the  piers,  measured  at 
right  angles  to  the  current  at  every  stage,  and 
that  it  smiU  be  placed  over  that  portion  of  the 
river  used  by  boats  during  ordinary  stages 
of  water ;  provided  that  in  case  this  hi^h 
span  is  not  over  the  low-water  channel,  suit- 
able arrangements  be  made  elsewhere  to  per- 
mit the  passage  of  single  boats  under  the 
bridge  at  low  water;  that  all  bridges  over  the 
Ohio  river  below  the  Covington  and  Cincinnati 
suspension  bridge  shall  have,  in  addition  to  the 
hign  span  prescribed  above,  a  pivot-draw, 
giving  two  clear  openings  of  one  hundred  ana 
sixty  feet  each,  measured  at  right  angles  to 
the  current  at  the  average  stage  of  water  in  the 
river,  and  located  in  a  part  of  the  bridge  that 
can  be  safely  and  conveniently  reached  at  that 
stage;  and  that  said  draw  shall  be  opened 
promptly,  upon  reasonable  signal,  for  the  pas- 
sage of  boats  whose  construction  shall  not  be 
such  as  to  admit  of  their  passage  under  the 
permanent  spans  of  said  bridge,  except  when 
trains  are  passing  over  the  same. 

Tho  third*section  provides  that  the  piers  of 
the  high  span  and  the  piers  of  the  draw  shall 
be  built  parallel  with  the  current  at  that  stage 
of  the  river  which  is  most  important  for  navi- 
gation ;  and  that  no  ripraps  or  other  outside 
protection  for  imperfect  foundations  will  be 
permitted  in  the  channel- way  of  the  high  span* 
or  of  the  draw  openings. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  any  person, 
company,  or  corporation  authorized  to  con- 
struct a  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river  by  the 
States  upon  whose  territory  said  bridge  will 
abut,  shall  give  notice,  by  publication  tor  one 
week  in  newspapers  having  a  wide  circulation, 
in  not  less  than  two  newspapers  in  the  cities 
of  Pittsburg,  Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St.  Louis, 
Memphis,  and  New  Orleans,  and  shall  submit 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  his  examination, 
a  design  of  the  bridge  and  piers,  and  a  map  of 
the  location,  giving,  for  the  space  of  at  least 
one  mile  above  and  one  mile  below  the  pro- 
posed location,  the  topography  of  the  banks  of 
the  river,  the  shore-lines  at  nigh  and  low  water, 
the  direction  of  the  current  at  all  stages,  and 
the  soundings  accurately  showing  the  bed  of 
the  stream,  the  location  of  any  other  bridge  or 
bridges,  and  shall  furnish  such  other  inform- 
ation as  may  be  required  for  a  full  and  satis- 
factory understandiog  of  the  subject  by  the 
Secretary  of  War ;  and  if  the  Secretary  of  War 
is  satistied  that  the  provisions  of  the  law  have 
been  complied  with  in  regard  to  location,  the 
building  of  the  piers  may  be  at  once  com- 
metcea ;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  con- 
ditions prescribed  by  this  act  cannot  be  com- 
plied with  at  the  location  where  it  is  desired 
to  construct  the  bridge,  the  Secretary  of  War 
shall,  after  considering  any  remonstrances 
filed  against  the  building  of  said  bridge,  and 
furnishing  copies  of  such  remonstrances  to 
the  board  of  engineers  provided  for  in  this 
act,  detail  a  board  composed  of  three  expe- 
rienced officers  of  the  corps  of  engineers,  to 
examine  the  case,  and  may  on  their  recom- 
mendation authorize  such  modifications  in 
the  requirements  of  this  act  as  to  location  and 
piers  as  will  permit  tbe  construction  of  the 
bridge ;  not,  however,  diminishing  the  width 
of  the  spans  contemplated  by  this  act ;  pro- 
vided that  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  be 
not  materially  injured  thereby. 

The  fifth  section  provides  that  all  parties 
owning  or  operating  bridges  over  the  Ohio 
river  shall  maintain,  at  their  own  expense, 
from  sunset  to  sunrise  throughout  the  year, 
such  lights  on  their  bridges  as  maybe  required 
by  the  Light-House  Board  for  the  security  of 
navigation,  and  all  persons  owning  or  oper- 


ating any  bnd||;e  over  the  Ohio  river  shall,  in 
any  event,  maintain  all  lights  on  their  bridge 
that  may  be  necessary  for  the  security  of  navi- 
gation. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  any  bridge 
constructed  under  this  act,  and  according  to 
its  limitations,  shall  be  a  lawful  structure,  and 
shall  be  recognized  and  known  as  a  post  route, 
upon  which,  also,  no*  higher  charge  shall  be 
made  for  the  transmission  over  the  same  of  the 
piails,  the  troops,  and  the  munitions  of  war 
of  the  United  States,  than  the  rate  per  mile 
paid  for  the  transportatioa  over  the  railroads 
or  public  highways  leading  to  said  bridge; 
and  in  case  of  any  litigation  ariaiog  from  any 
obstruction  or  alleged  obstruction  to  tbe  navi- 
gation of  said  river  created  by  the  construction 
of  any  bridge  under  this  act,  the  cause  or  ques- 
tion arising  may  be  tried  before  the  district 
court  of  the  United  States  of  any  State  in 
which  any  portion  of  said  obstruction  or  bridge 
touches. 

The  seventh  section  provides  that  the  right 
to  alter  or  amend  this  aot  so  as  to  prevent  or 
remove  all  material  obstructions  to  the  navi- 
gation  of  said  river  by  the  construction  of 
bridges  is  hereby  expressly  reserved,  without 
any  liability  of  the  Government  for  damages 
on  account  of  the  alteration  or  amendment 
of  this  act,  or  on  account  of  the  prevention  or 
reouiring  the  removal  of  any  such  obstructions. 

The  eighth  section  provides  that  joint  reso- 
lution No.  10,  approved  April  7,  1669,  au- 
thorizing the  construction  of  a  bridge  over  the 
Ohio  river  at  Padncah,  be  repealed. 

The  amendments  reportee  by  the  committee 
were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Does  the  consideration 
of  this  bill  displace  the  morning  hour? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not,  and  the  gen> 
tleman  from  Indiana  calls  it  up  uodcr  the 
impression  that  it  will  not  lead  to  discussion 
or  consume  time.  . 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  the  bill  leads  to  debate 
I  must  object. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  bill,  I  think,  will  give 
rise  to  no  debate. 

Mr.  SARGENT.    Let  it  pass,  then. 

Mr.  McGRE  W.  I  believe  that  it  is  my  duty 
to  object  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill  at 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  wish  to  say  a  word. 
This  bill  was  prepared  by  a  board  of  engineers. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  am  informed  that  the 
bill  must  lead  to  debate,  that  a  motion  will  be 
made  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section,  and  I 
must  therefore  object  to  its  consideration  and 
call  for  the  regular  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  is  a  priv- 
ileqged  one.  The  gentleman  calls  it  np  as  s 
privileged  motion,  but  it  was  broueht  up  with 
the  understanding  that  the  bill  would  not  lead 
to  debate. 

Mr.  SARGENT.    I  so  understood  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    I  believe  I  had  a  right  to 
call  up  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
.  Mr.  McGRE  W.    A  bill  of  Uiia  character 
ought  not  to  be  forced  through  in  this  manner. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  This  subject  has  been  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Commerce  from  the 
begiUnin||;  of  the  present  Congress,  and  copies 
of  this  bill  have  been  submitted  to  every  gen- 
tleman who  was  supposed  to  be  interested  in 
its  provisions.  This  bill  was  prepared  by 
authority  of  acts  of  Congress  by  a  board  of 
engineers  consisting  of  Messrs.  Warren, 
Weitzel,  and  Merrill,  and  reported  to  the  War 
Department  in  February,  1871.  The  bill  was 
introduced  into  the  present  Congress  by  my 
colleague  from  the  New  Albany  district^  [Mr. 
Kerr.]  Some  few  amendments  have  been 
reported  designed  to  more  effectually  secure 
the  interests. of  navigation.  I  think  that  af\er 
so  patient  an  examination  of  this  subject  by 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  it  would  scarcely 
be  reasonable  that  the  time  of  the  House 
should  be  consumed  in  discussing  the  details 
1  of  this  bill  at  this  time.    It  has  now  been  de- 
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layed  for  two  monies  tq  enable  gentlemen  to 
urffe  any  objections  tbe^  might  have  to  this 
bill.  The  passage  of  this  bill  at  this  time  is 
important.  I  wiU  now  yield  five  minntes  to 
the  gentleman  from  West  Virginia,  [Mr.  Mc- 
Gbew,]  and  I  hope  he  will  not  expect  me  to 
yield  further. 

Mr.  McQKEW.  I  do  not  require  five 
minutes;  I  only  want  time  enough  to  move  to 
])oatpone  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill 
to  some  future  day  to  be  agreed  upon. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  cannot  yield  for  that 
motion. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Crossland]  to 
move  an  amendment. 

Mr.  CROSSLAND.  I  move  to  amend  the 
bill  by  striking  out  the  last  section  as  follows : 

Sec.  8.  Thftt  joint  resolution  No.  10,  approved 
April  7. 18G9,  authorizinff  the  construction  of  a  oridge 
over  the  Ohio  river,  at  Padacah,  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  is,  repealed. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  One  word  in  reference  to 
that  motion.  The  bill  as  reported  by  the 
engineersof  the  War  Department  recommends 
the  repeal  of  that  joint  resolution  on  this 
ground :  that  no  steps  have  been  taken  toward 
the  construction  of  the  bridge  at  Paducah ;  no 
bridge  has  been  constructed  there  or  begun. 
In  the  second  place,  it  is  very  desirable  that 
that  bridge  should  be  under  the  general  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  as  all  other  bridges  over 
the  Ohio  are  required  by  this  act  to  be  built. 
This  eighth  section  is  simply  to  put*  the 
Padacah  bridge  upon  the  same  footing  and 
under  the  same  restrictions  with  other  bridges 
hereafter  to  be  built.  I  think  it  must  be  manifest 
to  my  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Gbossland] 
that  inasmuch  as  no  steps  have  been  taken 
toward  the  construction  of  that  bridge 

Mr.  CROSSLAND.  The  gentleman  is  mis- 
taken. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Has  any  part  of  the  bridge 
been  built? 

Mr.  CROSSLAND.  No  part  of  the  bridge 
has  been  built;  but  a  company  has  been  formed 
and  stock  has  been  taken. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  remark  was  intended 
to  be  that  no  part  of  the  bridge  at  Paducah 
had  been  constructed.  And  there  is  no  reason 
why  that  bridge  should  not  come  under  the 
general  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  recommended 
by  the  War  Department.  I  now  yield  to  my 
colleairne,  [Mr.  Kkbr.] 

Mr. ICERR.  With  the  leave  of  my  colleague, 
I^Mr.  Houcak,]  1  desire  to  move  to  amend  the 
hrst  section  of  this  bill  by  inserting  the  word 
**  hereafter"  before  the  words  **  erect  bridges," 
so  that  it  will  read  as  follows : 

That  any  persons  or  corporations,  having  lawfal 
aathority  therefor  from  the  States  upon  whose  soils 
the  ends  of  said  bridges  may  rest,  may  hereafter 
erect  bridges  across  the  Ohio  river,  for  railroad  or 
other  uses,  upon  compliance  with  the  provisions 
and  requirements  of  this  act. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  There  is  no  objection  to 
that  amendment,  although  it  is  rendered  un- 
necessary by  subsequent  provisions  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  to  say  but  a  word  or 
two  in  reference  to  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crossland.]  I 
have  not  the  slightest  desire  to  interfere  with 
the  construction  of  the  bridge  at  Paducah. 
But  I  understand  the  facts  to  be  that  a  com- 
paoj  for  the  construction  of  that  bridge  has 
Deea  organized  under  laws  of  the  two  adjoin- 
ing States  of  Illinois  and  Kentucky.  That 
o^aaization  cannot  in  any  possible  way  be 
a£cted  by  this  bill,  which  is  mtended  only  to 
giro  these  companies,  thus  legally  organized 
in  their  respective  States,  the  right  to  erect 
bridgeB.  The  onl^  reason  why  it  is  desirable 
to  repeal  that  original  joint  resolution  is  that 
its  proTisions  are  not  so  well  considered  or  so 
well  guarded  as  affecting  the  interests  of  the 
comoaerce  of  the  country  as  are  the  provisions 
of  this  bill.  That  is  all  there  is  in  it.  It  can 
in  no  way  injuriously  affect  the  interests  of 
this  Paduodi  bridge  company  to  have  this 


general  law  in  place  of  special  legislation. 
The  general  law  will  give  them  every  privilege 
the  special  act  gives. 

Mr.  CROSSLAND.  Will  not  navigation  be 
thoroughly  protected  by  the  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  construction  of  the  bridge  at 
Paducah? 

Mr.  KERR.  I  believe  that  in  a  eeneral 
sense  the  interests  of  commerce  would  be  well 
protected  under  that  joint  resolution.  But  I 
say  that  in  my  judgment  it  is  very  clear  that 
those  interests  will  be  better  protected  under 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  In  reference  to 
this  bill  generally  I  only  desire  to  say  that  I 
originally  introduced  the  bill  as  the  result  of 
the  most  careful  deliberation  of  a  board  of  the 
most  accomplished  civil  engineers  of  this  coun- 
try, detailed  by  the  chief  ofthe  corps  of  engin- 
eers, having  no  connection  directly  or  indi- 
rectly with  any  of  the  conflicting  interests  in 
connection  with  bridges  in  this  country,  and 
having  in  view  onl^  the  interests  of  the  com- 
mon country.  Entirely  unselfish  and  compe- 
tent men  have  prepared  almost  this  entire  bill. 
So  far  as  it  has  been  changed  by  the  commit- 
tee by  whom  it  has  been  considered  in  this 
House  I  think  it  has  been  improved.  It  has 
been  better  guarded,  and  made  more  clear 
and  specific.  I  do  not  believe,  sir,  that  within 
ten  years  there  has  been  presented  to  the 
House  a  more  carefully  considered  or  better 
guarded  measure  than  this  is  ;  and  it  has  the 
great  excellence  of  being  intended  to  super- 
sede the  necessity  for  the  enactment  of  any 
special  law,  and  to  regulate  all  matters  of  this 
kind  by  a  general  statute.  ^ 

Touching  the  effect  of  this  bill  on  the  Padu- 
cah bridge,  I  feel  sure  that,  as  a  legal  prop- 
osition, it  is  true  that  if  this  last  section  be 
stricken  out,  and  the  bill  then  passed,  so  far 
as  its  provisions  are  inconsistent  with  the 
Paducah  joint  resolution,  it  will  repeal  the 
latter;  it  is  the  last  act;  it  is  a  general  law; 
it  relates  to  all  bridges  over  the  Ohio  river, 
and  its  provisions  will  override,  therefore,  all 
inconsistent  provisions  in  special  laws.  The 
policy  of  granting  privileges  of  this  nature 
which  are  to  become  irrevocable  has  long  since 
been  abandoned.  The  Paducah  act  is  not  an 
irrepealable  act,  nor  unamendable.  If  this 
bill  pass,  it  will  certainly  regulate  the  con- 
struction of  the  bridge  at  Paducah,  whether 
this  eighth  section  remains  in  the  bill  or  not. 

It  is  important  this  bill  shall  pass  at  once. 
Several  bridges  await  its  enactment.  I  hope 
it  will  be  permitted  to  pass. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  yield  for  a  moment  to 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Mabshaxl.] 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  I  should  be  ver^  glad 
if  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of  this  bill 
would  consent  to  its  postponement  to  some 
future  day  that  it  may  be  well  considered  by 
the  House.  Any  gentleman  who  looks  at  the 
bill  will  readily  perceive  that  it  is  one  of  great 
scope  and  importance,  affecting  the  commerce 
not  only  of  the  Ohio  river,  but  all  the  great 
lines  of  travel  which  are  attempting  to  cross 
that  river — the  railroads  which  meet  the  river 
at  different  points.  The  bill  may  be  entirely 
acceptable  to  every  member  of  the  House 
after  it  shall  have  been  duly  considered,  but 
it  certainly  has  not  yet  been  maturely  consid- 
ered or  diseussed  before  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  friend  will  excuse  me 
a  moment.  No  bill  has  ever  been  more  care- 
fully considered  than  this  has  been  by  gentle- 
men interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river.  It  has  been  before  the  House  nearly 
two  years.  It  was  prepared  ori^nally  by  the 
War  Department.  It  has  received  extraor- 
dinary attention.  It  has  been  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  of  this  Congress  ever 
since  the  organization  of  that  committee,  and 
has  been  the  subject  of  special  attention  at 
their  hands.  I  presume  no  gentleman  inter- 
ested in  it  has  fieiiled  to  give  it  special  consid- 
eration. I  beg  to  remind  my  friend  that  Boards 
of  Trade  of  various  cities  upon  the  Ohio  river, 
and  the  Ohio  river  improvement  convention 


recently  a88emt)led  at  Cincinnati,  and  embra- 
cing delegate^  irom  all  the  cities  interested, 
from  Pittsburg  to  Cairo,  have  ur^ed  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bm  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  now 
reported  to  the  House. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  1 8U{}po8e  that  mv  friend 
did  not  understand  me  as  intimating  that  this 
bill  had  not  been  examined  by  a  considerable 
number  of  persons.  What  I  meant  to  say  was 
that  it  is  a  bill  of  very  great  importance  which 
has  not  been  considered  and  discussed  on  the 
floor  of  this  House ;  it  has  not  been  debated ; 
and  although  there  may  be  many  gentlemen 
who  have  given  it  their  close  attention,  yet' 
members  of  this  House  are  so  much  engaged 
by  the  multifarious  business  pressing  upon 
them,  that  it  is  impossible  for  them  to  be  well 
informed  in  regard  to  a  measure  of  this  kind 
until  it  has  been  considered  and  discussed  in 
the  House. 

It  seems  to  me  very  important  that  a  meas- 
ure of  this  scope  and  magnitude,  affecting  so 
essentially  the  commerce  of  the  country,  should 
have  some  time  assigned  for  its  consideration 
and  discussion  before  the  House.  Here  is  an 
attempt  to  put  upon  its  passage,  without  de- 
liberation and  almost  without  discussion,  one* 
of  the  most  important  measures  that  has  been 

f  resented  to  the  House.  I  do  not  know  that 
shall  not  be  entirely  in  favor  of  it  when  ic 
shall  have  been  fully  considered,  but  if  it  be 
pressed  at  this  time  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crosslakd,]  to 
strike  out  the  eighth  section. 

A  bill  which  was  passed  through  this  House 
some  time  ago,  after  due  consideration  by  the 
appropriate  committee«  and  which  has  become 
a  law,  authorizes  the  bridging  of  the  Ohio 
river  at  Paducah,  Kentucky.  There  is  aa 
attempt  made  to  concentrate  at  that  point  a 
large  part  of  the  railroad  system  of  the  South 
to  connect  it  with  the  railroad  system  north 
of  the  Ohio  river.  A  com.merce  as  important 
probably  as  the  whole  commerce  of  the  Ohio, 
river  will  eventually  center  at  that  point. 
Now,  I  do  not  know  that  this  bill  will  defeat 
the  building  of  the  bridge  at  that  point,  but  I 
want  the  question  duly  considered  and  invest- 
igated before  the  House,  not  only  by  my  friend 
Som  Indiana,  who  has  doubtless  given  it  con- 
sideration, not  only  by  the  gentleman  who  in- 
troduced the  bill  here,  and  other  membera  who 
may  have  examined  it,  but  by  a  majority  of 
the  members  of  the  House.  I  submit  that  a 
very  small  number  of  them  have  given  to  this 
bill  that  consideration  which  ought  to  bo  giv^n 
to  it  before  we  are  compelled  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  my  friend  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Marshall]  will  point  out  any  objection 
to  this  bill,  perhaps  it  can  be  obviated  at  once 
by  an  amendment.  I  must  say  that  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  at  the  present  moment  appears 
to  me  to  be  imperatively  demanded  as  a  mat- 
ter of  security  to  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river,  and  the  protection  of  the  just  rights  of 
the  railroads  whose  lines  touch  this  river. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Certainly  so ;  and  all 
other  important  measuresi  as  a  matter  of 
course,  should  be  passed,  and  passed  in  proper 
time;  but  there  cannot  be  any  isgury  result- 
ing to  any  interest  in  setting  this  down  for 
consideration  at  some  future  day,  say  two 
weeks  hence,  so  as  to  let  us  have  an  hour  or 
two  at  least  for  consideration  before  passing 
it.  That  is  all  I  ask.  If  that  be  done  I  am 
perfectly  satisfied. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  yield  now  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Neglby.] 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  provis- 
ions of  this  bill  relate  more  closel;^  to  the 
interest  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river. 
Quite  a  number  of  bilU  are  now  before  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  for  the  construction 
of  bridges  across  that  river.  Consequently 
it  is  important  that  action  should  be  had  on 
this  general  law  at  this  time.  The  introducers 
of  the  special  bills  are  pressing  their  claims 
upon  our  attention  all  the  time. 
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Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  now  yield  to  the  gentle* 
man  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  McHenbt.] 

Mr.  McHENRT.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the 
bill  will  be  considered  now.  I  have,  myself, 
two  bills  which  I  have  been  urging  with  great 
persistency  before  the  Hoase  in  order  that 
they  may  be  passed.  They  are  similar  to  this 
bill  and  they  will  no  doubt  pass  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commefce,  bat  are  now  waittne  action 
on  this  bill.  I  tmderetand  this  is  all  that  any 
railroad  will  want  for  the  construction  of  any 
bridge  across  the  Ohio,  and  it  is  in  every  re- 
spect satisfactory  to  gentlemen  representing 
what  is  peculiarly  known  as  the  river  interest. 
I  have  heard  uo  objection  from  that  source. 
It  is  perfectly  satisfactory,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn.  It  is  a  compromise,  in  fact,  between 
the  river  men  and  the  railroad  men,  and  the 
passage  of  the  bill  will  save  discussion  in  this 
House  on  the  passage  of  several  other  bills. 
We  want  to  get  a  bridge  at  Henderson,  and 
another  at  Owensboro,  and  two  or  three  are 
asked  at  the  city  of  Louisville. 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from   Indiana  will  call  the  previous 
question. 
'    Mr.  HOLMAN.    I  propose  to  do  that. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Before  the  gentleman  calls 
the  previous  question,  I  ask  leave  to  suggest  a 
verbal  amendment :  in  section  seven,  line  three, 
after  the  word  **tne''  and  before  the  word 
"constructed"  to  insert  the  word  **  future  ;*' 
BO  that  it  will  read,  **by  the  construction  of 
bridges,"  &c. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  yield  the  floor  to 
enable  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  move  that 
amendment.  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  it 
myself. 

The  SPEAKER.     The  gentleman  cannot 

Sield  for  that  purpose  without  giving  up  the 
oor  altogether. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Then  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man to  offer  it  himself. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  offer  that  amend- 
ment. I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  it.  I  pre- 
sume that  is  what  the  bill  means  now. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  It  is  exactly  what  it  means. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  now  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  calling  the  previous  question,  but  before 
doing  so  I  desire  to  submit  a  remark  or  two. 
In  the  first  place  I  wish  to  say  that  this  bill  has 
been  recommended  by  the  War  Department 
after  most  careful  consideration  of  the  whole 
subject  by  a  commission  of  competent  engin- 
eers. It  has  been,  beside  that,  unanimously 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
after  a  most  careful  and  patient  examination. 
The  passage  of  the  bill  at  this  time  is  a  matter 
of  absolute  public  interest  both  as  regards  the 
security  of  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  as  well 
as  of  the  railroad  corporations  desiring  to  cross 
it,  and  because  other  bills  are  being  pressed 
by  members  of  the  House  on  the  attention  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  in  both  bodies 
for  special  acts  to  bridge  that  river.  We  desire 
by  this  general  law,  while  making  reasonable 
concessions  to  railroad  companies,  to. secure 
the  navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  from  any 
obstructions  whatever,  having  at  the  same  time 
due  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  which 
other  means  of  transportation  imperatively 
demand.  I  will  yield  for  one  minute  to  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Crosslakd.] 

Mr.  CUOSSLAND.  The  joint  resolution 
authorizing  the  construction  of  the  bridge  over 
the  Ohio  river,  at  Padncah,  passed  two  or 
three  years  ago,  and  a  large  amount  of  the 
stock  of  the  company  organized  for  its  con- 
struction was  taken.  That  bridge  was  neces- 
sary to  connect  the  great  lines  of  railroads 
coming  from  the  north  with  the  southern  rail- 
road system,  and  wns  therefore  of  much  im- 
portance in  its  bearings  on  the  commerce  of 
the  country.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  HoufANJ  himself  admits  that  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  rights  of  the  Padncah  Bridge 
Company,  guarantied  by  joint  resolution,  will 
in  no  manner  affect  or  interfere  with  naviga- 
tion.   I  can  therefore  see  no  reason  in  Ute 
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world  why  the  charter  of  the  Padncah  Bridge 
Company  shall  be  repealed.  Navigation  is 
sufficiently  protected  by  it.  And  all  the  engin- 
eers who  have  given  evidence  on  this  subject 
have  failed  to  show  to  the  House  any  reason 
why  that  joint  resolution  ought  to  be  repealed. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     My  friend  from  Kentucky 
[Mr.  Crosslakd]  labors  under  great  misap- 
prehension.   The  Padncah  Bridge  Company 
was  not  incorporated  by  Congress  at  all.     Its 
incorporation  was  in  virtue  o?  State  laws. 

Mr.  CROSSLAND.  The  company  was  en- 
titled to  construct  the  bridge  by  authority  of 
an  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  All  the  authority  given  to 
the  company  was  to  bridge  the  river ;  and  'by 
this  act  we  give  precisely  the  same  authority, 
only  bringing  the  bridge  within  the  provisions 
of  the  fireneral  law 

Mr.  CROSSLAND.  I  defy  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  to  show  that  nav- 
igation will  be  in  any  degree  protected  by  this 
bill.  I  hope  the  House  will  strike  out  the 
eighth  section. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  a  question.  Will  the  effect 
of  this  bill  be  to  interfere  with  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Paducah  bridge,  as  heretofore 
authorized  by  Congress? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  will  not.  The  only 
effect  of  it  is  to  bring  the  construction  of  the 
bridge  within  the  provisions  of  the  general 
law  in  regard  to  lights,  &c.,  and  in  regard  to 
complying  with  the  requirement  of  the  War 
Department.  The  object  is  to  bring  the  bridge 
under  tEe  provisions  of  the  general  law. 

And  I  wish  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  [Mr.  Crossulnd]  that  this  provision 
of  bringing  the  bridge  under  the  operation  of 
the  general  law  is  recommended  by  the  War 
Department,  and  that  the  Committee  on  Coni- 
merce  is  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  it 
would  do  no  possible  injustice  to  the  Paducah 
Bridge  Company.  It  permits  them  to  build  in 
conformity  with  the  principles  which  have  been 
found  necessary  for  the  security  of  navigation. 

Mr.  CROSSLAND.  Can  the  gentleman 
show  the  House  how  the  dimensions  of  the 
bridge,  as  prescribed  by  the  charter  of  the 
Paducah  company,  will  in  any  way  interfere 
with  navigation? 

Mr.  POTTER.  What  is  the  height  above 
low  water  prescribed  for  the  bridge  ? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    One  hundred  feet. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Do  both  bills  provide  for 
bridges  one  hundred  feet  in  height? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  general  law  provides 
for  an  elevation  of  one  hundred  feet,  with  an 
opening  of  four  hundred  feet  between  the 
piers.  I  wish  now  to  call  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  CREBS.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  for  a  question  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  object  to 
further  debate. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  ask  that  the  bill 
be  again  reported. 

The  bill  was  again  read. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  yield  for  a  moment  to 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Cbebs.] 

Mr.  CREBS.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  that  com- 
panies having  been  organized  to  build  railroads 
and  having  the  right  to  cross  the  river  at  Padu- 
cah, if  you  take  that  right  away  you  destroy 
those  organizations. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  How  do  we  Uke  away  that 
right  by  this  bill? 

Mr.  CREBS.  You  do,  because  by  this  bill 
you  take  away  the  rights  guaranteed  by  a 
former  act  of  Congress,  and  if  you  permit  the 
building  of  the  bridge,  it  is  on  different  con- 
ditions. If  the  bridge  at  Paducah  interfered 
in  any  way  with  the  navigation  I  would  not 
say  a  word,  but  it  cannot  possibly  do  so. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Thejoint  resolution  author- 
izing the  construction  ot  this  bridge  passed  the 
House  under  very  remarkable  circumstances. 
It  was  a  special  act,  and  the  bridge  has  not 
been  built.    This  bill  does  not  interfere  with 


the  corporation  incorporated  to  construct  the 
bridge.  It  still  permits  them  to  build  the 
bridee  ;  but  it  provides  that  hereafter  a  bridge 
sbsdr  not  be  constructed  across  the  Ohio 
river  except  in  conformitv  with  the  provisions 
of  the  general  law  for  the  better  Becurity  of 
navigation.     I  call  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  first  question  was  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Crossland,  to  strike  out  the  eighth  section 
of  the  bill. 

The  question  was  put ;  and  there  were — ayes 
52,  noes  49  *,  no  quorum  voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ^ayes  60,  noes  82. 

Mr.  READ.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered,  only 
fourteen  members  voting  therefor. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  next  question  was  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Bingham,  to  amend  section  seven  by  insert- 
ing afler  the  word  *Mhe,*'  in  the  third  Une,  the 
word  ** future;''  so  that  it  will  read: 

That  the  right  to  alter  or  amend  this  act  so  as  to 
prevent  or  remove  all  material  obstraetiona  to  the 
naviitation  of  said  river  by  the  future  conatraeiioD 
of  bridges  is  hereby  erpreealy  reserved,  Jbc. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
timCf  and  passed. 

Mr.  WILLARD  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  bv  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORT  ON  INSURRECTIONARY  STATES. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  desire  on  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  Printing  to  call  up  the  reso* 
lution  of  the  House  to  print  extra  copies  of 
tha  majority  and  minority  report  of  the  joint 
Committee  to  Inquire  into  the  Condition  of  the 
late  Insurrectionary  States,  which  has  been 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Is  this  priv- 
ileged? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  call  for  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  ask,  then,  that  the 
resolution  be  taken  up  and  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Printing. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so  ordered. 

TAX  ON  TOBACCO. 

Mr.  PLATT.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  to  yield  to  me  to  permit  me  to  present 
the  memorial  of  twenty-six  hundred  working- 
men  of  ibe  city  of  Petersburg,  Virginia,  asking 
for  a  uniform  tax  on  tobacco ;  and  I  ask  to 
have  the  resolution  adopted  by  them  read. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  cannot  yield 
for  reading. 

Mr.  PLATT.  I  do  not  ask  to  have  the 
memorial  primed,  simply  that  the  resolution 
shall  be  read,  and  that  the  memorial  and  reso- 
lution shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  Clerk  read 
the  preamble  and  resolution,  as  follows : 

Whereas  the  inaction  of  Congress  baa  kept  and 
is  atill  keeping^  thousands  of  bard  laborers,  poor 
men  and  their  families,  oat  of  employment,  ana  the 
tobacco  trade  would  be  fostered  and  maintained  bjr 
patting  on  the  manufactured  article  the  lowest  pos- 
sible rate  of  taxation,  and  a  uniform  rateaay  of  six- 
teen cents  per  pound:  Tberetore, 

H99olvd,  That  the  operatives  in  the  tobacco  man- 
ufactories of  the  city  of  Petersburg  do  most  earnestlf 
petition  Congress  to  act  at  once  upon  the  rate  or 
taxation  to  be  put  upon  manafaetured  tobacco,  and 
that  the  tax  be  made  uniform  at  a  rate  of  sixteen 
cents  upon  the  pound. 

The  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Ways  and  Means. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  state 
one  Uiing  for  the  benefit  of  the  House.    A. 
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gentleman  will  demand  the  regular  order,  and 
another  member  rises  and  states  that  the  gen- 
tleman waives  it  for  his  benefit.  Waiving  it 
in  that  way  waives  it  altogether.  The  Chair 
reanests  that  if  u  gentleman  wants  the  regular 
order  he  really  demand  it.  If  he  demanas  it 
for  the  sake  of  giving  way  to  some  one  else, 
that  waives  it  entirely.  The  regular  order  had 
better  not  be  demanded  by  any  gentleman 
unless  he  intends  to  insist  upon  it. 

Mr.  GARFIBLD,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  Chair 
allow  me  to  make  a  remark? 

The  SPEAKtiH.     CerUinly. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have,  I  sup- 
poee,  demanded  the  regular  order  and  objected 
to  unanimous  consents  at  least  forty  times  to 
every  other  gentleman's  ten  times  during  this 
session,  and  I  would  be  very  glad  if  I  could 
have  the  support  of  gentlemen  who  desire  to 
have  this  machine  proceed  to  grind  out  its 
work,  but  after  demanding  the  regular  order, 
when  I  am  called  on  on  all  sides  to  yield,  I 
should  be  doing  an  ungracious,  unkind,  and 
almost  unfriendly  thing  if  I  refused. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  call  for  the 
regular  order  of  business.     [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
demanded,  the  morning  hour  commences,  at 
ten  iDinutes  past  one  o'clock,  and  reports  are 
in  order  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

BRIDOKS  ACROSS  TUB  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back,  wiih  amendments, 
Senate  bill  No.  647,  to  authorize  the  construc- 
tion of  a  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  river 
at  or  near  the  town  of  Clinton,  in  the  State  of 
Iowa,  and  other  bridges  across  said  river,  and 
to  establish  them  as  post  roads. 

The  bill  was  read. 

The  first  section  provides  that  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  any  person  or  persons,  company 
or  corporation,  to  build  a  bridge  across  the 
Mississippi  river,  at  such  point  on  said  river, 
within  fifteen  miles  of  the  town  of  Clinton,  in 
the  State  of  Iowa,  as  may  accommodate  the 
Chicago,  Burlington,  and  Qnincy  railroad  and 
its  connections  on  the  west  side  of  said  river, 
and  to  lay  on  or  over  said  bridge  railway 
tracks  for  the  more  perfect  connection  of  any 
railroads  that  are  or  shall  be  constructed  to 
the  said  river  at  or  opposite  said  point,  under 
the  limitations  and  conditions  hereinafter  pro- 
vided; that  said  bridge  shall  not  interfere  with 
the  free  navigation  of  said  river  beyond  what 
is  necessary  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  the 
rights  and  privileges  hereby  granted ;  and  in 
case  of  any  litieation  arising  from  any  obstruc- 
tion, or  alleged  obstruction,  to  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  said  river,  the  cause  may  be  tried  before 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  of  any 
State  in  which  any  portion  of  said  obstruction 
or  bridge  touches,  provided  that  said  bridge 
shall  not  be  so  located  or  constructed  as  to 
interfere  in  any  manner  with  the  approaches 
to  the  railroad  bridge  now  erected  at  Clinton, 
or  with  the  piers  of  the  same,  or  so  as  to 
obfitruci  in  any  manner  the  passage  of  said 
bridge  by  boats,  vessels,  or  nils,  or  to  ren- 
der such  passage  more  difficult  or  dangerous ; 
erovided,  however,  that  this  clause  shall  not 
e  construed  to  prohibit  the  crossing  of  the 
aoproaches  to  said  bridge,  if  such  crossing 
shall  be  found  necessary. 

The  second  section  provides  that  any  bridge 
built  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  may,  at 
the  option  of  the  company  building  the  same, 
be  built  as  a  draw-bridge,  with  a  pivot  or  other 
form  of  draw,  or  with  unbroken  or  continuous 
spans ;  provided,  that  if  the  said  bridge  shall 
be  made  with  unbroken  and  continuous  spans, 
it  shall  not  be  of  less  elevation,  in  any  case, 
than  fifly  feet  above  extreme  high-water  mark, 
aa  understood  at  the  point  of  location,  to  the 
bottom  chord  of  the  bridge;  nor  shall  the 
spans  of  said  bridge  be  less  than  two  hundred 
aod  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  the  piers  of  said 
bridge  shall  be  parallel  with  the  current  of  the 
rirer,  and  the  main  span  shall  be  over  the  maio 


channel  of  the  river,  and  not  less  than  three 
hundred  feet  in  length ;  and  provided  also 
that  if  any  bridge  built  under  this  act  shall  be 
constructed  as  a  draw-bridee,  the  same  shall 
be  constructed  as  a  pivot  draw-bridge  with  a 
draw  over  the  main  channel  of  the  river  at  an 
accessible  and  navigable  point,  and  with  spans 
of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  in 
length  in  the  clear  on  ^'ach  side  of  the  central 
or  pivot  pier  of  the  draw ;  and  the  next  ad- 
joining spans  to  the  draw  shall  not  be  less 
than  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet ;  and  said 
spans  shall  not  be  less  than  thirty  feet  above 
low-water  mark,  and  not  less  than  ten  above 
extreme  high-water  mark,  measuring  to  the 
bdttom  chord  of  the  bridge ;  and  the  piers  of 
said  bridge  shall  be  parallel  with  the  current 
of  the  river  where  said  bridge  may  be  erected ; 
and  provided  also  that  said  draw  shall  be 
opened  promptly,  upon  reasonable  signal,  for 
the  passage  of  boats. 

The  third  section  provides  that  any  bridge 
constructed  under  this  act,  and  according  to 
its  limitations,  shall  be  a  lawful  structure,  and 
shall  be  known  and  recognized  as  a  post  route, 
upon  which,  also,  no  higher  charee  shall  be 
made  for  the  transmission  over  the  same  of 
the  mails,  the  troops,  and  the  munitions  of  war 
of  the  United  States  than  the  rate  per  mile 
paid  for  their  transportation  over  the  railroads 
or  public  highways  leading  to  the  said  bridge, 
ana  the  United  States  shall  have  the  right  of 
way  for  postal-telegraph  purposes  across  said 
bridge. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  all  railway 
companies  desiring  to  use  the  said  bridge  shall 
have  and  be  entitled  to  equal  rights  and  priv- 
ileges in  the  passage  of  the  same,  and  in  the  use 
of  the  machinery  and  fixtures  thereof,  and  of  all 
the  approaches  thereto,  under  and  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War,  upon  hearinj^  the  allega- 
tions and  proofs  of  the  parties  in  case  they 
shall  not  agree. 

The  fiflh  section  provides  that  the  structure 
herein  authorized  shall  be  built  under  and  sub- 
ject to  such  regulations  for  the  security  of  the 
navigation  of  said  river  as  the  Secretary  of 
War  shall  prescribe,  and  the  said  structure 
shall  be  at  all  times  so  kept  and  managed  as 
to  offer  reasonable  and  proper  means  for  the 
passage  of  vessels  through  and  under  said 
structure,^  and  the  said  structure  shall  be 
changed  at  the  cost  and  expense  of  the  owners 
thereof,  from  time  to  time,  as  Congress  may 
direct,  so  as  to  preserve  the  free  and  conven- 
ient navigation  of  said  river ;  and  the  author- 
ity to  erect  and  continue  said  bridge  shall  be 
subject  to  revocation  by  law  whenever  the  pub- 
lic good  shall  in  the  judgment  of  Congress  so 
reouire. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  a  bridge 
may  be  constructed  and  maintained  across  the 
Mississippi  river,  at  any  point  they  may  select, 
between  the  counties  oi  Carroll  and  White- 
sides,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  coun- 
ties of  Jackson  and  Clinton,  in  the  State  of 
Iowa,  either  by  the  Western  Union  Railroad 
Companv  or  the  Sabnla,  Ackley,  and  Dakota 
Railroad  Company,  or  both  of  them,  or  by 
either  or  both  of  their  successors  or  assigns, 
or  by  any  person,  company,  or  corporation 
having  authority  from  the  States  or  Illinois 
and  Iowa.  The  bridge  authorized  to  be 
built  by  this  section  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a 
post  route,  and  has  all  the  privileges,  and  is 
subject  to  all  the  terms,  restrictions,  and  re- 
quirements contained  in  the  foregoing  seeUons 
of  this  act. 

The  seventh  section  provides  that  a  bridee 
may  be  constructed  and  maintained  across  the 
Mississippi  river,  at  any  point  they  mav  select, 
between  the  county  of  La  Crosse,  in  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  and  the  county  of  Houston,  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  by  the  Milwaukee  and 
St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  their  successors 
or  assigns,  or  by  any  person,  company,  or 
corporation  having  authority  £rom  the  States 
of  Wiseonsio  and  Minnesota.     The  bridge 


authorized  to  be  built  by  this  section  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  a  post  route,  and  has  all  the 
privileges,  and  is  subject  to  all  the  terms,  re- 
strictions, and  requirements  contained  in  the 
foregoing  sections  of  this  act. 

The  eighth  section  authorizes  the  Mus-. 
catine  Western  Railroad  Company,  or  tbeir 
assigns,  a  corporation  existing  under  the  laws 
of  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  construct  and  main- 
tain fli  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  river  at  the 
city  of  Muscatine,  in  the  Stat«  uf  Iowa.  The 
bridge  authorized  to  be  built  Vy  this  section  is 
hereby  declared  to  be  a  post  route,  and  shall 
have  all  the  privileges,  and  is  subject  to  all  the 
terms,  restrictions,  and  requirements  contained 
in  the  foregoing  sections  of  this  act 

The  ninUi  section  reserves  the  right  to  alter 
or  amend  this  act,  so  as  to  prevent  or  remove 
all  material  obstructions  to  the  navigation  of 
said  river  by  the  construction  of  bridges. 

The  tenth  section  provides  that  this  act  shall 
take  effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its 
passage. 

The  first  amendment  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  was  to  insert  the 
words  "  and  located'*  af\er  the  word  '*  built,'* 
in  the  fifth  section  ;  so  that  it  will  read,  '*  that 
the  structure  herein  authorized  shall  be  built 
and  located  under  and  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions,*' kc. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  the  words 
''and  modification"  after  the  word  ^'revoca- 
tion,*' in  the fifih  section;  so  that  it  will  read, 
"and  the  authority  to  erect  and  continue  said 
bridge  shall  be  subject  to  revocation  and  mod- 
ification by  law,"  kc. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  add  to  section 
five  the  words  "without  any  responsibility  or 
charge  to  the  United  States." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  between 

sections  eight  and  nine  the  following  as  a  new 

section : 

8sc.  — .  That  should  the  Seeretair  of  War  be  of 
opinion  that  the  interostiv  of  navigation  will  be 
promoted  bv  a  modification  of  the  plan  of  oonstrno- 
tioD  of  the  bridge  at  or  near  Clinton,  u  aatborised 
by  this  act«  he  may  direct  such  modifloatioa  in  the 
ease  of  that  bridge,  and  it  ahall  be  constructed 
accordingly. 

Mr.  FINEELNBURG.  I  believe  this  biU 
provides  for  four  new  bridges  across  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.     Am  I  correct  in  that? 

Mr.  SAWYER.    The  gentleman  is  correct. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  do  not  expect  to 
defeat  the  passage  of  this  bill,  although  1  think 
we  are  unnecessarily  restricting  and  burden- 
ing cheap  water  transportation  by  multiplying 
bndges  of  this  character.  But  until  we  have 
a  general  bridge  law  for  the  Mississippi  river, 
something  like  that  which  we  passed  this  morn- 
ing for  the  Ohio  river,  I  suppose  we  cannot 
stop  the  passage  of  this  bill.  I  object  to  the 
amendment  now  proposed,  because^  it  puts 
power  out  of  the  Congress  which  I  think  Con- 
gress should  never  yield  to  an  executive  offi- 
cer of  the  Government.  This  amendment  will 
give  to  an  executive  officer  of  the  Government 
the  power  to  determine  the  width  of  the  span 
of  the  bridge.  Now  I  say  that  the  width  of 
the  span  should  always  be  specified  in  the  law, 
and  I  think  that  has  always  been  the  course 
of  legislation  heretofore.  Therefore,  I  think 
that  this  amendment  at  least  should  not  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  It  was  supposed  that  the 
interests  of  St.  Louis  would  be  promoted  by 
this  amendment.  .If  there  is  opposition  to  it 
I  will  not  press  it. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  last  amendment  was  to  add  to  the  last 
section  of  the  bill  the  words  *'  without  any 
eipense  or  charge  to  the  United  States." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SAWYER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
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by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OUTGU  BARK  ALICK  TARLKTUN. 

Mr.  CONQER,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce^ reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2043)  au- 
thorizing an  American  register  to  the  Dutch 
bark  Alice  Tarleton  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary^ of  the  Treasury  to  issue  an  American 
register  to  the  Dutch  bark  Alice  Tarleton, 
owned  by  John  S.  Emery.  &  Co.,  of  Boston, 
Massachusetts. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  the  Cldrk  to  read  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Tbsasubt  Dspartuknt, 
/'e5niary25,1871. 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  21th  iiutant.  inoIoBing  for 
my  TiewB  thereon  certain  papecs  relating  to  the 
application  of  the  owners  of  the  Dutch  bark  Alice 
Tarleton  for  an  American  reffl8ter,ha«  been  received, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  bark  is  an  American- 
built  Tessel,  and  soiled  as  such  from  1847  to  1861,  when 
she  waf  transferred  to  Meesrs.  Van  Praag  Brothers, 
of  Sarinam,  Batch  Guiana,  and  was  registered  at 
Surinam,  and  traded  between  that  port  and  Boston. 

In  April,  1870,  she  came  into  the  possession  of  John 
S.  Emery  k  Co.,  of  Boston,  who  took  her  to  seoore  a 
debt  due  them  from  the  Van  Praags.  and  now  peti- 
tion for  an  American  register. 

It  is  farther  represented  that  in  1867  repairs  were 
put  upon  her  at  Boston  amounting  to  $11.2^,  which 
was  probably  equal  to  her  first  cost;  and  in  the  fall 
of  1870  additional  repairs  were  made  upon  the  vessel 
in  the  same  port  which  cost  over  five  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

The  party  now  owning  the  vessel  came  in  posses- 
sion as  mortgagee,  and  it  does  not  appear  from  the 
papers  submitted  that  the  present  owner  was  a  party 
to  her  transfer  to  another  flag. 

Under  the  cironmstaaoes.  the  mortgagee  having 
been  compelled  to  take  her  as  security  tor  a  debt  law- 
fully contracted,  it  is  submitted  to  Congress  whether 
the  case  is  of  saoh  a  character  as  to  entitle  her  to  a 
register,  notwithstanding  the  provisions  of  the  acts 
of  June  27. 1797,  and  of  February  10, 1866,  the  amount 
expended  in  her  repairs  in  an  American  port  and  in 
American  materials  being  more  than  equal  to  her 
first  cost. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully. 

GBO.  8.  BOUTWBLL,  Seer^ary. 

Uon.  U.  n.  Stabkwbathbb,  OommUtte  on  Commerce, 
House  of  H^resendaiivee, 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  n third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CONGER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CUANOING  NAMES  OF  PLEASURE-YACUTS. 

ft 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  to  ask  the  House  to 
take  from  the  Speaker's  toble  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  635)  to  change  the  name  of  the  pleasure- 
yacht  Lois  to  that  of  Sea- Witch,  in  order  that 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  may  be  con- 
curred in. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  will  be  read. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Clerk  read  as 
follows : 

In  line  six  strike  out  the  word  **  Stoll"  and  insert 
the  word  "Stott" 

Add  the  following  as  a  new  section : 

And  he  iX  further  enacted^  That,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  be  and  is  hereby,  autnoriied  to  change 
the  name  of  the  yacht  WUliam  M.  Tweed,  owned 
by  A.  B.  Stookwell.  of  the  State  of  New  York,  to 
that  of  Julia,  and  grant  said  yacht  registry  in  said 
name. 

Amend  the  title  by  adding  to  it  these  words :  "  and 
to  change  the  name  of  the  yacht  William  M.  Tweed 
to  that  of  Julia." 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  were  concurred  in. 

SHIPPING  COMMISSIONEBS. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  to  report  back,  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  pass,  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2044)  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  ship- 
ping   commissioners    by  the   seyeral  circuit 


courts  of  the  United  States,  to  superintend 
the  shipping  and  discharge  of  seamen  engaged 
in  merchant  ships  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  further  protection  of  sea- 
men. I  ask  that  this  bill  be  read  by  sections 
for  amendment. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Is  the  bill 
printed? 

Mr.  CONGER.    It  is. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Before  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cokger] 
is  acted  on,  I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry.  Will 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan  be  kind  enough 
to  inform  me  whether  this  bill  is  in  any  respect 
or  substantially  like  the  bill  on  this  subject 
which  was  considered  by  the-  Committee  on 
Commerce  during  the  Forty-First  Congress  ? 

Mr.  CONGER.  It  is  the  same  bill,  with 
some  merely  verbal  changes. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  was  familiar  with  that 
bill,  and  I  agreed  with  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  in  thinking  the  measure  a  wise  one, 
and  one  calculated  for  the  protection  of  our 
seamen.  It  was  recommended,  I  believe,  by 
the  Seamens*  Society  of  New  York. 

Mr.  CONGER.  This  bill,  in  substantially 
its  present  form,  was  passed  by  the  Senate 
during  the  last  Congress  and  received  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  of 
this  House,  but  it  failed  to  be  reported  here 
for  lack  of  time.  It  is  substantially  the  same 
bill  as  that  to  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  refers,  there  being  only  some  verbal 
changes. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  make  no  objection  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  by  sections. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  bill  will  be  read  by  sections  for  amend- 
ment. The  Chair  will  state  that  if  this  method 
of  treating  the  bill  be  adopted,  gentlemen 
wishing  to  offer  amendments  to  any  section 
must  propose  them  before  the  Clerk  has  pro- 
ceeded to  read  the  next  section.  This  arrange- 
ment will  prevent  recurring  to  any  section  after 
it  has  been  passed.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  desire  that  the  verbal  changes  made 
in  the  printed  text  shall  be  read  as  part  of  the 
bill  or  shall  be  treated  as  amendments  to  be 
acted  on  separately  ? 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  desire  that  they  may  be 
treated  as  part  of  the  bill.  The  only  material 
change  in  the  bill  is  substituting  ^'circuit 
courts  "  for  * 'judges  of  the  circuit  courts," 
to  meet  ^^  constitutional  objection  to  author- 
izing appointments  by  the  judges. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill,  as  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  Clerk,  will  be  treated  as  an 
original  bill,  and  will  be  read  accordingly. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2044) 
was  read  as  follows : 

^  Be  it  enacted  by  the  SencUe  and  Ilouec  of  Repreeenta^ 
tivet  of  the  United  Statce  of  America  in  Conffreee  cueem' 
bled,  That  the  several  clrcait  courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  oircaits  there  is  asea-portor  ports  for 
whioh  there  is  a  collector  of  oastoms,  or  in  which 
there  is  a  portof  entry,  shall  appoint  a  commissioner 
or  commissioners  for  the  sea-port  or  ports  within 
their  respective  circuits ;  such  commissioners  to  be 
termed  ''shipping  oommissioners;"  and  may.  from 
time  to  time,  remove  froin  office  auv  of  the  said 
oomorlssioners  whom  it  may  have  reason  to  believe 
does  not  properly  perform  his  duties ;  and  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  proper  performance  of  such  duties  until 
another  person  is  duly  appointed  in  Displace:  shall 
reflate  the  mode  of  condncting  business  in  the 
shipping  offices  to  bo  established  by  the  shipping 
commissioners  as  hereinafter  provided:  and  shall 
have  full  and  complete  control  over  the  same,  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  herein  contained. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Conokb] 
for  a  moment.  1  do  not  intend  to  oppose  this 
bill ;  for  aught  I  know  it  is  a  humane  and  very 
proper  measure.  But  I  wish  to  bo  informed 
whether  it  conies  in  conflict  with  any  State 
laws  or  regulations,  or  whether  all  these  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  seamen  are  not  already  cov- 
ered by  statutory  regulations  of  the  Federal 
Government    .     , 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  am  not  aware  that  this 
bill  conflicts  with  any  provisions  of  any  State 
law  whatever.  The  object  of  the  bill,  as  indi- 
cs^ted  in  its  title,  is  to  protect  seamen  by  legal 


regulations  as  to  the  mode  of  their  shipping 
and  discharge,  in  lack  of  anv  laws  now  exist- 
ing on  the  subject.  The  bill  is  substantially 
the  shipping- commissioners'  act  of  England, 
with  sacn  changes  as  have  been  deemed  neces- 
sary to  adapt  it  to  this  country.  I  will  pre- 
sent to  the  House  at  the  proper  time  the 
unanimous  recommendation  of  the  bill  by 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  New  York,  the  Board  of  Trade  of 
San  Francisco,  and  similar  bodies  in  others 
of  our  principal  cities.  The  bill  has  received 
also  the  recommendation  of  the  Seamen's 
Friend  Society,  and  I  believe  of  all  who  are 
anxious  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  three 
hundred  thousand  men  belonging  to  our  marine 
service. 

Mr.  COX.  Do  I  understand  that  the  mer- 
chants generally  have  approved  this  bill  in  the 
interest  of  the  seamen  7 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  merchants  themselves, 
the  shippers  themselves,  thosa  who  own  the 
vessels  and  sail  them,  are  unanimous  in  sup- 
port of  the  bill  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

Mr.  COX.  I  only  speak  for  one  |;^r8on, 
but  if  it.be  as  the.  gentleman  from  Michigan 
states*  then  I  do  not  see  anjr  necessity  for  the 
readinff  of  this  bill  over  section  by  section. 

Mr.  KERR.    Oh,  no;  let  the  bill  be  read. 

Mr.  COX.  I  understand  it  has  already  been 
approved  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  POrlER.  This  has  never  been  passed 
bv  the  Senato 

Mr.  GARfIeLD,  of  Ohio.  In  the  first  sec- 
tion there  is  no  limitation  of  the  number  of 
these  commissioners  who  are  to  be  appointed. 
Now,  it  occurs  to  me  in  a  judicial  district  where 
there  are  not  many  sea-ports  this  power  might 
be  abused  by  appointing  more  commisaioners 
than  are  necessary.  It  seems  to  me,  there- 
fore, there  ought  to  be  some  limitation.  I 
merely  throw  out  the  suggestion  to  the  gcn- 
tlemlkn  from  Michigan  who  reports  the  bill. 

Mr.  CONGER.  It  was  left  in  this  way  for 
this  reason :  it  is  intended  there  shall  be  ap- 
pointed two  or  three  commissioners  ip  large 
sea-ports.  In  the  large  cities  the  appointment 
of  one  commissioner  would  be  insutfacient,  but 
in  all  other  places  the  appointment  of  one 
would  be  enough.  Take  Now  York  city,  for 
instance.  There  the  appointment  of  the  num- 
ber of  commissioners  is  led  with  the  courts, 
and  for  the  reason  tha^  it  is  intended  this  whole 
matter  shall  be  taken  out  of  party  politics  en- 
tirely, by  leaving  it  to  the  judicial  decision  of 
the  courts.  It  was  thought  by  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  and  by  the  friends  of  the  bill 
that  it  would  not  be  abused  by  leaving  the 
appointments  to  be  made  in  that  manner; 
that  it  would  not  be  liable  to  aoy  abuse  so  far 
as  the  number  of  appointments  was  concerned. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  genUe- 
man  thinks  one  sufficient  for  every  other  place 
than  New  York  city,  in  my  judgnieut  it  is  bet- 
ter that  we  should  say  so  in  the  bill,  rather 
than  to  le^ve  the  whole  mlitter  open.  I  do 
not  wish  it  to  be  left  open  for  the  ims^ination 
of  people  to  work  op.  I  therefore  suggest  that 
he  change  th^  language  of  the  bill  so  as  to 
provide  that  there  akall  be  two  or  three  com- 
missioners for  tJie  citv  of  New  York,  and  only 
one  for  eveir  other  place. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Let  me  remark  to  tho  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  that  the  expense  of  carry- 
ing this  op  is  to  be  paid  by  the  shippers  in  the 
larger  proportion,  and  incidentally  by  tlie  sea- 
men themselves.  If  the  gentleman  will  read 
the  bill  I  think  he  will  be  satisfied  that  it  is 
better  not  to  put  upon  it  any  limitation  such 
as  he  proposes. 

Mr.  GARFI|«:LD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  object 
on  the  score  of  expense.  I  understand  this 
does  not  come  out  of  the  Treasurer  in  &Q7  way. 
It  is  not  wise*  however,  in  ow  jadgment,  to 
change  a  law  creating  officers  tor  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  so  that  some  one 
To^wy  Bay  it  creates  an  illimitable  and  indefinite 
number  of  officers.  There  ought  to  be  some- 
where a  definite  numbec  fixed.   I  suggest  that 
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it  shoald  be  m&de  to  read  that  there  shall  be 
appointed  one  commissioner  at  every  other 
place  than  the  city  of  New  York,  according 
to  the  gentleman^ 8  statement,  and  that  at  the 
port  of  New  York  there  may  be  appointed 
as  many  commissioners  as  are  deemea  neces- 
sary by  the  conrt. 

Mr.  CONGER.  It  was  thought  desirable 
in  referenee  to  three  or  four  cities  that  there 
shoald  be  a  ^rger  nnmber  of  commissioners. 
Sach  was  the  intention  in  reference  to  New 
York,  Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  and  Boston. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Then  the  gen- 
tleman 6an  put  On  a  proviso  to  that  effect,  that 
he  may  appoint  an  additional  nambelr  in  cities 
of  more  than  two  handred  thousand  inhabit- 
ants. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  It  depends  on  the  number 
of  sea-ports,  and  not  upon  the  size  of  the 
cities. 

Mr!  CONGER.  I  do  not  think  this  bill 
would  be  liable  to  abuse  bectttise  of  thb  natute 
of  the  duties  required  of  these  commissioners. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohib.  If  the  gentle- 
men who  have  looked  over  the  inatter  see  no 
difficulty  and  no  impropriety  in  leaving  it 
unlimited,  I  of  course  nave  no  objection  to 
make.  I  feel,  however,  as  a  (natter  of  course, 
that  We  ought  not  to  leave  the  nntnber  of  these 
commissioners  unlimited,  because  it  is  very 
uncomfortable  when  we  pass  a  bill  here  author- 
izing; an  unlimited  number  of  officers  to  be 
charged  with  that  fact  by  our  political  oppo- 
nents. 

Mr.  PETERS.  Tak^  the  State  of  Maine, 
for  instance.  Eastport  is  a  large  shipping 
place,  and  Portland  is  knother,  yet  they  are  two 
hundred  mil^S  from  each  other,  although  in  the 
same  district;  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
must  see  at  a  gllince  that  no  one  commissioner 
could  attend  to  this  business  in  both  places. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  already 
stated  that  a  proviso  might  be  made  by  which 
such  cases  could  be  covered.  I  understand 
there  are  only  a  few  places  Where  more  than  one 
comraissioner  is  needed. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  only  wish  to  say  that 
the  authority  conferred  by  thti  law  is  precisely 
the  same  as  that  conferred  by  Congress  in  refer- 
ence to  the  i&ppointment  of  commissioners  in 
othet  cases  where  the  number  depends  entirely 
upon  the  amonnt  of  business. 

Mr.  POTTER  rose. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Before  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  proceeds,  will  he  bllow  me  to  make 
one  remark  7 

Mr.  POTTER.  Certainly;  I  will  be  glad  to 
hear  it. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  bill  provides  that  in 
those  cirenits  where  there  is  a  sea*  port  or  ports, 
for  which  there  is  a  collector  of  customs,  or  in 
which  tliere  is  a  port  of  entry,  the  judge  shall 
appoint  the  commissioner  or  commissioners. 
The  reasoh  why  the  number  of  commissioners 
IS  not  limited  by  the  bill  itself  is  that  in  a 
collection  district  there  might  be  several  sea- 
ports in  which  it  was  as  desirable  that  there 
should  be  commissioners  as  in  the  particular 
port  in  which  there  was  a  collector  ot  customs, 
or  which  was  a  regular  port  of  entry.  The 
tnll,  therefore,  in  its  present  form,  will  pro- 
Tide  that  snch  places  may  also  have  a  shipping 
commissioner,  when  found  desirable.  I  yield 
nowr  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 

POTTEB.] 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  was  only  going  to  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
CovoEs]  that  ha  might  perhaps  consent  that 
we  shall  ^  on  with  t£e  bill,  and  aflervard  re- 
tarn  to  this  matter  in  regard  to  the  number  of 
eommistioners,  so  as  to  allow  an  opporttinity 
of  limitiDg  the  number  if  the  House  shall  see 
fit  to  do  so. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  have  no  objection  to 
going  on  with  the  understanding  that  we  may 
xeturn  to  the  qnestion  of  the  number  of  com- 
flsiaaioneiB  after  the  bill  has  been  gone 
through. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.    I  desire  to  address 


a  question  to  the  gentleman  from  Michigan, 
[Mr.  Conger.]  Will  not  the  language  of  this 
section  include  the  inland  ports  of  entry,  and 
if  so,  is  there  any  occasion  for  such  officers 
being  appointed  at  such  places  as  Cincinnati, 
St.  Louis,  and  others  which  I  might  mention  ? 
As  I  understand  the  bill,  it  is  intended  to  cover 
the  case  of  seamen  proper,  not  of  river-men. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  gentleman  will  see 
liiat  the  bill  speaks  of  sea-ports. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  It  speaks  of  "  ports 
of  entry,''  and  I  was  asking  if  there  was  any 
necessity  for  commissioners  at  inland  ports. 

Mr.  CONGER.  If  not,  the  circuit  court 
would  not  make  any  appointment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  think  we 
should  pass  informally  over  this  section,  re- 
serving the  right  to  come  back  to  it,  with 
reference  to  the  question  of  limiting  the  num- 
ber of  commissioners. 

Mr.  POTTER.  As  regards  the  question 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  Missouri,  [Mr. 
FiNKELNBUROjJ  I  wish  to  Say  that  I  do  not 
understand  this  first  section  to  relate  to  any- 
thing but  sea-ports.  It  says  ^^a  sea-port  or 
ports."  I  understand  that  to  mean,  *' a  sea- 
port or  sea-ports,"  and  that  the  qualification 
as  to  there  being  a  collector  of  customs,  or  the 
port  being  a  port  of  entry,  relates  simply 
to  sea-ports.  I  do  not  think  it  can  relate  to 
inland  navi£^ation.  If  I  am  mistaken  in  that 
view,  I  desire  to  be  corrected, 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  to  amend  by 
inserting  the  word  **sea"  before  the  word 
"ports,"  so  that  it  will  read  "a  sea-port  or 
sea- ports." 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  am  willing  that  that 
amendment  should  be  made. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
and  read  the  third  section  as  follows : 

Sec.  3.  That  any  shipping  commissiooer  ^ay  en- 
gage a  clerk  to  assist  him  in  the  transaction  of  the 
basiness  of  shipping  offioe  at  his  own  proper  cost, 
and  may,  in  case  of  necessity,  depute  such  clerk  to 
act  for  him  in  his  official  capacity;  but  the  shipping 
commissioner  shall  be  bold  responsible  for  the  Mta 
of  such  clerk  or  deputy,  and  will  be  personally  lia- 
ble for  any  penalties  such  olerkor  deputy  may  incur 
by  the  violation  of  any  of  the  proviBions  of  this  act; 
and  all  acts  done  by  the  clerk  as  such  deputy  shall  be 
as  valid  and  binding  as  if  done  by  the  shipping  oom- 
miisioner.  Kach  shipping  commissioner  shall  pro- 
vide a  seal,  with  which  he  shall  authenticate  all  bis 
official  acts,  on  which  seal  shall  be  engraved  the 
arms  of  the  State  and  the  name  of  the  oounty  for 
which  he  is  commissioned.  Any  instrument,  either 
printed  or  written,  purporting  to  be  the  official  act 
of  a  shipping  commissioner,  and  purporting  to  be 
under  the  seal  and  signature  of  such  shipping  com- 
missioner, shall  be  received  m  prima  faeie  evidence 
of  the  official  character  of  such  instrument,  and  of 
the  truth  of  the  facts  therein  sot  forth. 

Mr.  POTTER.  It  is  provided  here  that  the 
seal  shall  have  upon  it  the  arms  of  the  State. 
How  is  the  commissioner  to  get  the  arms  of 
the  Slate  upon  his  seal?  It  seems  to  me  that 
almost  any  other  device  would  be  more  appro- 
priate. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  suppose  it  is  the  best 
means  to  indicate  the  locality  and  extent  of 
the  region  over  which  he  has  control. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  amend 
the  section  by  striking  out  the  word  *'  State" 
and  inserting  ''United  States,"  and  then  by 
striking  out  the  word  ''  county,"  and  inserting 
*'  sea-port  or  district"  in  lieu  thereof;  so  that 
it  shall  read,  ''each  shipping  commissioner 
shall  provide  a  seal,  with  which  he  shall 
authenticate  all  his  official  acts,  on  which  seal 
shall  be  engraved  the  arms  of  the  United 
States  and  the  name  of  the  sea- port  or  district 
for  which  he  is  commissioned."  That  makes 
it  national. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill 
as  follows : 

Beo.  4.  That  every  shippivg  commissioner  flhall 
lease,  rent,  or  procure,  at  hia  own  cost,  suitable 
preinises  for  the  transaction  of  busine^,  and  for 
the  preservation  of  the  books  and  other  documents 
connected  therewith,  and  which  premise  shall  be 
styled  *'  the  shipping  commissioner's  office."  And 
the  general  business  of  a  shipping  commissioner  shall 
be,  first,  to  afford  facilities  for  engaging  seamen  by 


keeping  a  register  of  their  names  and  character :  sec- 
ond, to  superintend  their  engagement  and  discharge, 
in  manner  hereinafter  mentioned ;  third,  to  provide 
means  for  securing  the  presence  on  board  at  the 
proper  times  of  men  who  are  so  engaged ;  fourth, 
to  facilitate  the  making  of  apprenticeships  to  the 
sea  serviee;  and  to  perform  snoh  other  outies  re- 
lating to  merchant  seamen  and  merchant  ships  as 
are  hereby  or  may  hereafter,  under  the  powers 
herein  contained,  be  oommitted  to  him. 

Mr.  KERR.  Before  this  section  is  passed 
over  I  would  like  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
who  has  charge  of  this  bill  whether  anywhere 
in  thebill  the  powers  conferred  by  this  section 
upon  these  officei*s  are  not  better  defined  than 
they  are  in  -this  section.  They  seem  to  be  very 
large,  and  are  here  entirely  undefined. 

Mr.  CONGER.  There  are  iu  other  parts 
of  the  bill  regulations  in  regard  to  their  duties, 
and  the  manner  of  performing  the  duties 
herein  generally  set  forth.  The  gentleman, 
as  we  proceed  with  the  bill,  will  discover  that 
there  are  such  regulations.  This  section  re- 
lates generally  to  all  the  duties  required  of 
them  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  KERR.  What  is  meant,  for  example, 
by  the  fourth  subsection,  ''to  facilitate  the 
making  of  apprenticeships  to  the  sea  service  7' ' 

Mr.  CONGER.  In  another  section  of  the 
bill  there  is  a  provision  in  regard  to  the  condi- 
tions on  which  apprenticeships  shall  be  made 
by  .the  shipping  commissioners,  and  they  nre 
authorized  to  execute  proper  apprenticeship 
papers  in  behalf  of  apprentices  with  shipping 
masters 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  suggest  that 
leave  be  given  to  recur  to  this  section  of  the 
bill  if  the  House  so  desire. 

Mr.  CONGER.  If  the  gentleman  desires 
it,  let  it  be  understood  that  we  can  recur  to 
this  provision  of  the  section  aflerward. 

Mr.  POTTER.    To  thfe  whole  section? 

Mr.  CONGER.  To  the  provision  in  regard 
to  apprenticeships. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  referred  to  the  whole  sec- 
tion, because  it  is  all  of  like  character. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
understanding. 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  ninth  section  was  read  as  follows : 

Src.  9.  That  every  shipping  commissioner  ap- 
pointed under  this  act  shall,  if  applied  to  for  the 
purpose  of  apprenticing  boys  to  the  sea  service  by 
any  masters  or  owners  of  ships,  or  by  any  person  or 
persons  legally  qualified,  give  such  assistance  as 
IS  in  their  power  for  facilitating  the  making  of  snch 
apprenticeships;  but  the  shipping  eommiseioner 
shall  ascertain  that  the  boy  has  voluntarily  con- 
sented to  be  bound,  and  has  attained  the  ago  of 
twelve  years,  and  is  of  sufficient  health  and  strength, 
and  that  the  master  to  whom  the  boy  is  to  be  bound 
is  a  proper  person  for  the  purpose :  and  the  shipping 
commissioner  may  receive  from  the  persons  avail- 
ing themselves  of  such  assistance  the  fees  contained 
in  table  **  C  "  in  the  schedule  thereto  annexed.  And 
the  shipping  commissioner  shall  keep  a  register  of 
dll  indentures  of  apprenticeship  made  before  him. 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  move  to  amend  that  section 
by  inserting  after  the  word  '*  bound,"  on  line 
seven,  the  words  '*and  that  the  parents  or 
guardian  of  said  boy  have  consented  in  writ- 
ing to  said  apprenticeship." 

I  think  this  amendment  will  commend  itself 
to  the  House.  It  is  very  important  if  there 
are  parents  or  guardians  that  thev  should  be 
consulted  in  a  matter  of  this  kina.  It  is  an 
easy  business  in  a  city  orin  a  populous  district 
to  prevail  on  boys  to  accept  of  apprenticeships 
of  this  kind. 

Mh  POTTER.  Suppose  a  boy  has  no  par- 
ents or  guardians  ^ 

Mr.  BIRD.  Verywell,  then  the  amendment 
will  not  apply  of  course;  but  if  a  boy  has 
parents  or  a  guardian  they  certainly  snould 
be  consulted. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  do  not  know  that  there 
is  any  objection  to  th£tt  amendment,  if  it  is 
changed  a  little  in  the  phraseology  j  if  the 
provision  were  *' and  that  the  consent  of -the 
parents  or  guardian,  if  he  has  any." 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  am  not  particular  as  to  the 
phraseology. 

Mr.  CONGER.  A  boy  may  have  no  parents 
living  td  consent.  It  is  just  that  class  of  boys 
that  the  shipping  commissioners  take  charge  of. 
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Mr.  BIRD.  If  there  are  no  parents  or 
guardians,  of  coarse  the  law  would  present  no 
obstractioQ. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  wish  the  gentleman  would 
omit  the  words  *Mn  writing.'' 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  think  that  is  a  very  essential 
part  of  it. 

Mr.  CONGER.  We  are  providing  in  this 
bill  for  ship  commissioners  whose  duty  it  will 
be  to  protect  these  boys  and  take  care  of  them 
in  the  making  of  appreuticeships.  They  are 
especially  created  for  that  purpose,  and  will 
guard  the  interests  of  the  boys. 

OITICi  SKKVIOK  RBFORM. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hoar  of  two  o'clock 
having  arrived,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to 
remind  the  House  that  four  weeks  ago  an  order 
was  made  that  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  787)  to  pre- 
serve the  independence  of  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  Government  shoald  be  the  spe- 
cial orde^  for  to-day  at  two  o'clock,  and  for  to- 
morrow, to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  orders. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  At  the  time  that  order 
was  made  it  was  sup]^08ed  that  the  advisory 
board  upon  civil  service  reform  would  make 
their  additional  report,  and  that  it  would  be 
before  Congress  by  this  time;  but  that  report 
has  not  yet  been  made.  Bv  direction  of  the 
committee  from  which  this  bill  was  reported, 
I  ask  that  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  for  four  weeks  from  to-day, 
and  that  the  same  order  be  made  in  regard  to 
its  consideration  at  that  time. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

SHIPPING  OOMMI88IONEBS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  shipping 
commissioners  by  the  several  circuit  courts  of 
the  United  States,  to  saperintend  the  shipping 
and  discharge  of  seamen  engaged  in  merchant 
ships  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  farther  protection  of  seamen. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  question,  I  believe,  is 
now  upon  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Bird]  in  regard  to  the 
consent  of  parents  or  euardians  to  appren- 
ticing these  boys.  I  asK  him  to  modify  his 
amendment  so  that  it  will  not  require  that 
consent  to  be  given  in  writing. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  hone  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  CoKOBRj  will  not  insist  upon 
that  modification  of  the  amendment.  It  is 
quite  important,  if  yod  are  to  have  this  con- 
sent at  all,  that  it  should  be  given  in  such  a 
way  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  about  it.  Take 
the  case  of  minors  enlisting  in  the  Army ; 
almost  all  the  disputes  arise  in  regard  to  the  fact 
whether  their  parents  or  guardians  have  given 
their  consent  I  think  that  we  should  require 
the  consent  to  be  given  in  writing,  in  order  to 
avoid  disputes. 

Mr.  BIRD.  My  experience  in  State  courts 
is  that  difficulties  freqaently  arise,  where  it 
depends  upon  verbal  testimony,  as  to  whether 
parents  have  given  consent,  and  although  the 
oral  testimony  may  be  positive  that  the  con- 
sent was  given,  it  has  oflen  apjpeared  after- 
ward that  no  such  consent  was  given. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POTTER.  One  word  more  before  we 
pass  from  this  section.    I  desire  to  ask  the 

gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Covont]  if 
e  does  not  think  that  twelve  years  of  age  is 
too  young  to  apprentice  these  boys  to  service? 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  pretty  young  age  to  put  a 
boy  in  a  position  for  life.  I  do  not  know  whether 
in  the  naval  apprenticeship  of  the  Government 
boTS  are  taken  at  so  early  an  age. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  age  put  in  here  is  the 
age  at  which  boys  are  old  enough  to  perform 
such  service  as  apprentices  may  perform.  It 
is  also  for  the  purpose  of  taking  from  our 
large  cities  a  class  ot  boys  and  placing  them 
in  a  position  where  they  can  acquire  a  trade, 
or  profession,  so  to  speak,  before  they  have 
become  corrupted.  I  think  the  ago  is  not  too 
young,  and  I  think  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  these 


boys  that  they  should  be  placed  in  this  posi- 
tion so  young. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  sympathize  with  and  ap- 
preciate, as  every  gentleman  must,  the  motives 
of  my  friend  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Conger]  in 
this  respect,  and  I  will  trust  to  his  feelings  and 
sympathy  to  permit  me  at  a  later  stage  of  the 
reading  to  move  to  amend  in  this  respect,  if  I  so 
decide,  and  not  propose  any  amendment  now. 

The  eleventh  section  was  read  as  follows: 

That  if  any  person  aball  demand  or  reoeive,  either 
directly  or  indirectly,  from  any  seaman  seeking  em- 
ployment as  a  seaman,  or  from  any  other  person 
seeking  employment  as  a  seaman,  or  from  any  per- 
son on  nis  behalf,  any  remuneration  whateverother 
than  the  fees  hereby  authorised  for  providing  him 
with  employment,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offense, 
incar  a  penalty  not  exceeding  $100. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  want  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan  [Mr.  Covoer]  about  a 
matter  of  practice.  I  confess  I  do  not  under- 
stand how  these  articles  of  apprenticeship  are 
drawn.  I  would  like  to  knew  who  is  the  party 
of  the  second  part  in  one  of  these  articles,  who 
is  the  adult  party  to  the  contract.  Is  it  the 
master  of  the  ship  7 

Mr.  CONGER.    It  is. 

Mr.  KERR.  Is  the  apprentice  bound  to  a 
particular  ship,  or  to  that  master  as  a  seaman? 

Mr.  CONGER.  To  the  master,  that  there 
may  be  personal  responsibility. 

Mr.  KERR.  Then  what  is  intended  by  the 
expression  that  these  indentures  shall  be  pro- 
duced, **and  the  assignment  or  assignments 
thereof,  if  any,  and  the  name  of  such  ap- 
prentice, with  the  date  of  the  indenture  and 
the  assignment  or  assignments  thereof,'*  &c? 
Is  it  contemplated  that  these  articles  may  be 
assigned  by  the  master  when  he  pleases  and 
to  whom  he  pleases? 

Mr.  CONGER.  Under  the  present  practice 
in  regard  to  apprenticeships,  the  master  being 
one  party,  and  the  apprentice,  through  his 
parents,  guardian  or  friends,  being  the  other, 
if  the  master  leaves  the  vessel,  quits  the  busi- 
ness, or  in  any  way  is  obliged  to  give  up  his 
part  of  the  contract,  it  is  usual,  by  agreement 
of  parties,  of  course,  so  far  as  such  things  can 
be,  to  have  the  apprentice  assigned  to  some 
other  suitable  person.  The  object  of  the  pend- 
ing provision  is  that  every  master  carrying  an 
apprentice  shall  present  the  indenture  by  which 
he  claims  to  have  the  apprentice  on  his  ship, 
with  the  assignment  to  show  from  whom  he 
has  obtained  the  apprentice,  and  what  the 
former  history  of  the  apprenticeship  may  have 
been.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  the  boy  that 
these  assignments  are  required  to  be  pro- 
duced. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  want  to  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman in  this  connection  that  there  should  be 
added  to  this  section  an  amendment  in  some 
such  words  as  these :  provided,  however,  that 
every  such  assignment  shall  be  made  with  the 
consent  of  the  apprentice. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Assignments  are  some- 
times made  at  the  request  of  the  parents  or 
guardians  without  the  consent  of  the  appren- 
tice. 

Mr.  KERR.  Well,  let  it  be  provided  that 
the  assignment  shall  be  made  with  the  consent 
of  the  apprentice,  or  of  his  parents  or  guard- 
ians. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Sometimes  assignments  are 
made  in  foreign  coantries,  where  no  such  as- 
sent can  be  obtained.  I  ao  not  think  that  in 
practice  there  is  anything  that  has  worked  a 
nardship  to  the  apprentice.  This  clause  is 
framed  in  the  interest  of  the  apprentice  and 
of  his  parents  or  guardians.  The  object  is  to 
keep  in  the  shipping  comnaissioners*  office  a 
record  of  the  legal  condition  of  the  appren- 
tice. 

Mr.  KERR.  But  we  surely  cannot  regulate 
these  things  outside  of  our  own  territory. 
These  records  must  remain  in  our  own  coun- 
try. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  have  no  objection  to  an 
amendment  which  will  provide  in  reference  to 
original  assignments  that  they  shall  be  sanc- 


tioned by  the  parent  or  the  guardian,  except 
that  there  exists  at  all  our  sea-ports  a  class  of 
boys  who  have  no  parents  and  no  guardians ; 
and  it  is  this  class  that  we  desire  to  protect  by 
law. 

Mr.  KERR.  Then  the  apprentice  himself 
should  consent.  The  amendment  should  pro- 
vide that  no  assignment  shall  be  made  without 
the  consent  of  the  apprentice,  his  parent  or 
guardian. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  insist  on  that  amendment.  I  would  pre- 
fer that  this  section  should  be  passed  over 
informally,  that  the  gentleman  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  reflect  upon  it. 

Mr.  KERR.  Very  well;  I  am  satisfied  to 
let  the  section  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massaehusetta.  Before 
we  leave  this  section  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan  a  question.  At  what 
age  is  it  proposed  the  apprenticeship  of  these 
boys  shall  terminate? 

Mr.  CONGER.  At  twenty-one.  That  is  I 
believe  the  provision  of  all  the  States  in  regard 
to  apprenticeships.  Apprenticeships  cannot 
extend  beyond  that  time. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  would 
suggest  that  this  apprenticeship  shoald  term- 
inate at  eighteen.  That  is  the  provision  of 
law  in  many  of  our  States  with  regard  to 
apprenticeships. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  wish  to  suggest  a  modifi- 
cation of  my  amendment,  which  I  think  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan  will  accept.  I  pro- 
pose that  the  amendment  shall  read  : 

Provided,  htnoepert  That  saeh  assignment  shall 
not  be  made  without  the  consent  of  a  oommtssioaer, 
the  Apprentice,  his  parent,  or  goardian. 

With  this  provision  there  can  be  no  trouble. 
The  boy  cannot  make  mischief. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Let  it  be  provided  merely 
that  the  assignment  shall  be  approved  by  one 
of  these  parties.  It  might  be  made  in  a  for- 
eign port. 

Mr.  KERR.   That  will  be  satisfactory  to  me. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MassachusetU.  I  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  having  charge  of  this  bill 
to  fix  a  limitation  of  the  term  of  apprentice- 
ship. When  a  boy  is  apprenticed  at  twelve 
years  of  age  I  think  his  apprenticeship  should 
not  extend  beyond  eighteen.  A  boy  who  has 
been  on  board  ship  from  the  age  of  twelve  to 
that  of  eighteen  is  very  often  an  able  seaman. 
To  extend  the  apprenticeship  beyond  that  time 
would  be  to  make  him  almost  a  slave  for  that 
additional  period.  From  eighteen  to  twenty- 
one  is  the  best  part  of  his  life  as  a  ssUlor.  A 
great  many  youths  become  mates  of  vessels  at 
eighteen  years  of  age. 

Mr.  CONGER.  To  meet  the  suggmtion  of 
the  gentlemen  I  will  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment : 

In  line  ten  of  section  nine,  after  the  word  **  par> 
pose,"  insert  these  words:  '*Pro9idMi,  That  said 
apprenticeship  shall  terminate  when  l^e'  appren- 
tice becomes  eighteen  yean  of  ace." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  with  the  reading  of  the 


bill. 


ORDKR  OV  BUSINESS. 


Mr.  WOOD.     The  morning  hour  has  ex- 

Cired,  and  I  hope  we  will  now  go  to  the  regular 
usiness. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  let  this  bill  be  considered  further 
this  morning. 

Mr.  WOOD.  This  is  an  important  bill  and 
should  be  discussed.  It  is  now  being  passed 
sectioi^  by  section  without  attention  or  discua- 
siou.  I  hope  as  the  morning  hour  has  now- 
expired  it  will  go  over  so  that  members  may 
have  an  opportunity  between  now  and  to-mor- 
row morning  to  examine  it. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  hope  the  House  will  be 
disposed  to  consider  the  bill  further.  This  is 
one  of  the  most  important  measures  which  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  will  bring  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  during  the  session,  and 
it  is  one  in  which  the  interests  of  a  targe  nuxn* 
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ber  of  shippers  and  seamen  of  the  United 
Stales  are  vitally  coocerned.  I  can  assure 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  that  I  receive 
letters  daily  from  almost  every  port  of  the 
United  States  praying  on  the  part  of  men 
engaged  in  the  shipping  interest  that  this  bill 
may  be  considered,  and,  with  such  amend- 
ments as  Congress  may  be  disposed  to  make, 
shall  be  passed  into  law  at  the  earliest  practi- 
cable moment.  Gentlemen  will  have  every 
opportunity  for  amendment  and  discussion. 

Mr.  GAUFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  wish 
it  to  be  considered  that  my  nation  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill  is 
made  in  a  spirit  of  hostility  to  this  bill.  On 
the  contrary,  I  think  this  is  a  good  bill.  But 
it  is  perfectly  evident  that  the  bill  is  new  to 
most  of  the  members  of  the  House,  and  if  it 
be  allowed  to  go  over  until  to-morrow  morn- 
ing the  gentleman  from  Michigan  will  be  en- 
abled to  make  more  progress  in  half  an  hour 
than  he  now  makes  in  an  hour.  At  iirst,  I  was 
disposed  to  question  the  bill  entirely,  and  there 
are  many  members  who  do  not  know  anything 
about  it.  I  insist  on  my  motion  to  go  into  the 
-Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  in 
order  for  me  to  ask  the  sense  of  the  House  in 
reference  to  the  consideration  of  this  bill? 

The  SPEAKEU.  The  sense  of  the  House 
will  be  tested  on  the  motion  to  go  into  com- 
mittee. If  the  House  should  refuse  to  go  into 
committee  on  the  Post  Office  appropriation 
bill,  it  would  then  resume  the  consiaeration  of 
thia  bill. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  hope,  then,  that  the  House 
will  not  go  into  committee,  but  will  give  us 
to-day  for  the  consideration  and  passage  of 
thia  important  bill. 

XXTKN8I0N  OF^DBBATB. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
rales  be  suspended  and  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  on  the  Post  Office  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Before  going  into  com- 
mittee, I  move  that  debate  be  extended  one 
honr. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Say  two 
hours. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  it  will 
not  be  extended  more  than  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  hope  we  shall. have  two 
hours. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  am  williug  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  House  as  to  whether  it  shall  be 
one  hour  or  two  hours.  According  to  my 
statement  yesterday,  I  feel  that  I  ought  not  to 
agree  to  two  hours. 

The  SPEAKER.  These  are  all  undebata- 
ble  motions ;  but  it  is  in  order  for  the  gentle- 
man to  move  that  debate  be  extended  two 
hours. 

Mr.  PETERS.  Has  the  House  not  already 
Totedthat  debate  shall  be  limited  to  an  hour? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  does  not  nrevent 
the  House  from  enlarging  the  scope  or  debate 
still  farther. 

Mr.  PETERS.  Should  not  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  made? 

The  SPEAKER.    Not  necessarily. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  think  that  the  friends 
of  this  bill  would  not  object  to  accept  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia to  extend  the  debate  for  one  hour,  which 
was  what  was  asked  yesterday. 

Mr.  COX.  We  now  want  two  hours.  We 
want  to  kill  all  these  subsidy  bills  at  once. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
give  less  than  two  hours. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  not,  but 
that  debate  shall  be  limited  to  half  an  hour. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  hope  we  shall  have  two 
hoars,  and  the  time  allotted  to  each  member 
shall  o9  eztanded  to  ten  minutes  instead  of 


The  SPEAKER.  That  would  not  be  a 
competent  motion.  Nothing  but  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  could  accomplish  the  gentleman's 
object,  as  the  rules  prescribe  how  debate  shall 
be  limited,  although  they  do  not  prescribe  what 
time  shall  be  allowed  for  debate  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  The  rules  prescribe  five 
minutes  to  each  member,  and  that  can  only  be 
got  rid  of  by  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  I  do  not 
think  that  gentlemen  on  this  side  of  the  House 
should  insist  on  having  two  hours  of  debate. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  The  gentleman  has  had 
his  opportunity  to  be  heard  and  I  have  not 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  -York.  This 
debate  seems  to  have  resolved  itself  into  an 
attack  upon  the  motives  of  members. 

Mr.  KERR.  We  do  not  intend  to  retire 
from  any  debate  on  that  very  point. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  would  suggest  as  a 
compromise  that  the  debate  shall  be  closed 
and  the  committee  come  to  a  vote  at  four 
o'clock. 

Mr.  KERR.     I  accept  that. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  Let  the  understanding  be 
simply  that  the  debate  shall  cease  at  the  hour 
named.  The  motion  may  then  be  made  that 
the  committee  rise. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  My  proposition  is  that  the 
debate  shall  proceed  until  four  o'clock,  and 
that  at  that  hour  the  vote  shall  be  taken.  This 
will  allow  over  an  hour  and  a  half  further  for 
debate. 

Mr.  COX.  Instead  of  saying  that  the  com- 
mittee shall  then  vote,  let  the  understanding 
be  that  the  committee  shall  then  dispose  of  the 
question  as  it  shall  see  fit.  There  may  be  other 
amendments  offered. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  not  be  com- 
petent for  the  House  to  cut  off  amendments. 
The  proposition  is  that  the  debate  shall  cease 
at  four  o'clock,  and  that  at  that  hour  the  com- 
mittee will  proceed  to  vote.  Is  there  objec- 
tion?   The  Chair  hears  none. 

LIGHT-BOUSE  AT  NEW  HATBN,  CONNIOTIGUT. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  by  unanimous  consent, 
submitted  the  following  resolution;  which 
was  read,  considered,  and  adopted: 

Betolvedt  That  the  Secretary  of  War  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  be  requested  to  inquire  Into 
the  expediency  of  removing  the  U^bt-booso  at  Now 
Haven  harbor,  Connecticut,  from  its  present  posi- 
tion to  the  southwest  ledge,  so  called,  near  the  en- 
trance T>f  said  harbor,  ana  make  a  report  to  this 
Hoase. 

POPT  OFFIOB  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  question  was  on  the  motion  that  the 
rules  be  suspended  and  the  Honse  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  on  the  special  order. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
86,  noes  86. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  House 
accordingly  resolved  itself  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  (Mr.  Wheeler  in  the  chair,)  and 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1070)  making  appropriations  for  tne  ser- 
vice of  the  Post  Otface  Department  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1873. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  pendm^  paragraph 
before  the  committee  is  the  following: 

For  steamship  service  between  San  Francisco* 
Japan,  and  China,  $500,000. 

The  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Conobr] 
moves  to  amend  this  paragraph  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  word  ^' China,''  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof: 

One  million  dollars:  Provided,  That  the  steam- 
ship company>  shall  perform  said  service  semi- 
monthly in  ships  of  American  constraction. 

The 'gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Parks- 
worth]  moves,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amend- 
ment, the  following: 

Pro9%d9d,  That  the  steamship  company  shall  per- 
form the  service  semi-monthly,  and  may  perform  the 
said  service  in  ships  of  foreign  construction. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachasettf  [Mr, 


Crocker]  moves,  as  an  additional  proviaoi 
the  following: 

Provided,  In  the  event  of  war  the  vessels  of  the 
line  may  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States 
Government  for  tbe  exclusive  use  and  service  of  the 
United  eitatos.  sabjeot,  however,  to  such  remunera- 
tion and  pay  for  the  same  as  said  Government  shall 
deem  just  and  equitable. 

By  direction  of  the  House  debate  will  cease 
on  the  pending  paragraph  and  amendments 
at  four  o'clock,  and  the  committee  will  then 
proceed  to  vote  thereon. 

Mr.  FARNS WORTH,  and  Mr.  WILLIAMS 
of  New  jl  ork  rose 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  desires  to 
state  now  that  the  debate  for  the  remainder 
of  the  time  allotted  to  it  must  proceed  in 
accordance  with  tbe  rules  of  the  House.  The  * 
Chair  will  recognize  gentlemen  who  have  not 
spoken  on  the  pending  proposition,  to  the 
exclasion  of  those  who  have.  The  Chair  rec- 
ognizes the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Williams.] 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  York.  I  propose. 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  give  my  vote  in  &vor  oi 
this  proposition.  I  shall  do  so  because  I 
consider  that  this  appropriation  of  money  is 
necessary  to  aid  the  commerce  of  our  country 
with  Japan  and  China. 

Some  of  my  friends  on  this  side  of  the 
House  insist  that  this  is  a  subsidv.  On  that 
point  I  take  issue  with  my  friend  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Beck]  and  my  friend  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  Ebrr.]  I  say,  sir,  that  this  is 
simply  an  extension  of  the  mail  service  to 
accommodate  our  commerce.  In  my  opinion 
it  is  not  a  subsidy,  but  simply  an  extension  of 
mail  service  over  routes  where  the  carriage  of 
mail  matter  is  not  selfsustiuoiDg.  If  this  is 
to  be^declared  a  subsidy,  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  my  friend  from  Kentucky  and  my 
friend  from  Indiana  to  the  position  their  own 
States  occupy  in  this  respect  According  to 
the  report  of  the  Postmaster  General,  I  find 
that  the  receipts  from  the  mail  matter  carried 
by  the  mail  service  in  both  of  those  States 
falls  largely  short  of  paying  the  expenses  of 
the  transportation  of  mails  in  those  States. 
And  yet  when  we  ask  these  gentlemen  to  vote 
for  an  extension  of  the  mail  service,  which 
will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  country, 
they  turn  round  and  chaige  that  it  is  a  subsidy 
out  of  the  Government  funds. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  fact  that  the 
revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Department  come 
largely  from  the  States  in  which  the  great  com- 
mercial cities  of  this  country  are  situate4-  The 
State  of  New  York,  sir,  contributes  a  profit 
on  the  receipts  from  the  postal  service  of 
$2,000,000  more  than  the  expenses  of  the 
Department  in  that  State.  The  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania is  largely  a  creditor  in  this  respect. 
The  State  of  Illinois,  in  which  is  situated  Uie 
great  commercial  emporium  of  the  West,  Chi- 
cago, raises  and  contributes  $400,000  over 
and  above  the  expenses  of  the  service  in  that 
State.  Taking  New  England,  and  the  States 
of  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and  Illinois,  the 
profits  from  their  mail  service  is  over  four 
million  dollars,  and  we  simply  ask  this  Honse 
to  extend  this  mail  service  to  Japan  and 
China,  so  as  to  increase  the  commerce  of  this 
country  and  take  a  portion  of  the  profits  that 
are  collected  out  of  the  merchants  of  the  cities 
to  pay  for  that  service. 

Now  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerr,]  who 
seems  to  have  great  fear  that  the  House  will 
pass  this  subsidy,  to  the  fact  that  of  the  money 
contributed  by  the  commercial  portions  of  the 
country  over  sixty-five  or  seventy-five  thou- 
sand dollars  is  contributed  lb  sostain  routes, 
within  his  own  State,  over  and  above  what  is 
received  from  the  mul  service  in  that  State. 
I  desire  to  call  his  attention,  and  that  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  BcckJ  to 
the  fact  that  if  they  object  to  this  system  of 
subsidies,  and  object  to  any  mail  service  ex- 
I  cepting  over  routes  th*t  will  pay,  they  thoold 
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prepare  a  list  of  routes  in  their  own  States 
that  they  are  willing  shall  be  stricken  off,  so 
that  the  postal  service  in  their  States  may  be 
brought  down  to  a  point  where  it  will  pay. 

Mr.  KERB.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
a  word  ? 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  York.  I  will 
give  you  an  opportunity  in  a  few  moments. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  one  other 
point  to  which  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  and  the  country.  Many  years 
ago  when  that  distinguished  Democrat,  (whose 
Democracy  will  not  be  questioned  by  any  gen- 
tleman on  this  side  of  the  House,}  l*homasH. 
Benton,  stood  up  in  the  rooms  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  and  turning 
to  the  West  said,  '*  This  is  the  way  to  India,'' 
I  ask  gentlemen  if  they  suppose  he  meant  by 
that  simply  that  when  a  railroad  was  com- 
pleted acroi^s  the  continent  to  San  Francisco 
the  mdtter  was  to  stop  there  ?  No,  sir ;  he 
was  a  progressive  Democrat,  and  if  he  were 
on  this  floor  to-day  I  have  no  doubt  that  he 
would  vote  to  aid  in  extending  the  commerce 
of  the  country  over  this  route. 

No#,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  United  States  have 
contributed  liberally  in  aiding  In  the  building 
of  a  railroad  from  here  to  San  Francisco,  and 
I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  who 
talk  dbout  the  corruption  of  railroad  corpora- 
tiotii,  Und  of  land  grants,  and  aid  extended  to 
railrotid  corporations,  to  the  question  whether 
there  is  any  gentleman  npoh  this  floor  to-day 
who  would  consent  that  these  railroads  to  the 
Pilcific  should  be  taken  up  if  the  money  were 
returded  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

fHcTe  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BLAIB,  of  Michigan,  obtained  thei  floor. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  York.  I  wish  the 
gentleman  would  give  me.  Eve  minutes  more. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  Why,  that  is  all 
I  have  myself.  [Laughter.]  I  had  supposed, 
Mr.  Chairman,  th^t  tuis  qdestion  of  Subsidies 
would  have  been  brought  befote  the  House 
to-day  in  a  general  bill.  I  expected  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  would  have  brought  such 
a  proposition  before  the  House.  I  supposed 
that  We  should  have  had  here  6ome  j)olicy 
upon  this  question  proposed  to  the  House 
from  thb  committee  which  has  charge  of  this 
subject.  It  is  one  that  has  been  very  largely 
discussed  in  the  conntrv,  and  has  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  people  quite  generally. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Michigan  Will  suspend.  It  is  impossible  for 
the  reporters  to  hear  what  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  is  saying,  owing  to  the  noise  upon 
the  right  of  the  Chair. 

Mh  RANDALL.  It  is  a  little  family  quar- 
rel.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  MichijB;an.  I  do  not  find 
any  question  of  the  tariff  in  this  bill,  although 
a  good  many  gentlemen  who  have  spoken  upon 
it  have  taken  occasion  to  give  us  their  rem.- 
edies  for  existing  evils  growing  out  of  that 
question.  Neither  do  I  find  in  it  any  question 
of  politics.  I  am  wholly  unable  to  see  whether 
this  is  a  thoroughly  Democratic  proposition  or 
not,  and  I  shall  leave  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  who  are  excellent  judges  6f 
Democracy^  to  settle  that  question  for  them- 
selves. It  iS,  however,  sir,  &  question  of  vast 
interest  to  the  people  of  this  country,  as  affect- 
ing the  Treasury  of  the  country.  It  is  not  even 
the  establishment  of  a  new  line.  The  propo- 
sition here  is  to  graiit  aid  to  an  old  one,  to 
a  line  that  has  been  established  by  $500,000 
subsidy  each  year,  and  SuCcesdfuUv  established. 
We  do  not  hear  itiy  cottiplaints  tliatit  has  not 
made  mone^.  Oti  the  contrary,  I  think  the 
gentleman  froih  C^lifdfnia  [Mr.  Sabgekt] 
told  us,  and  no  aoubt  tnily,  that  this  line  is 
doing  well.  Then,  I  ask  gentlemen,  why 
not  Ut  it  alone  ?  If  you  have  established  a 
line,  and  it  is  successful,  let  it  proceed  as  it  is. 
Why  make  a  further  subsidy?  Gentleknen 
say,  of  course  it  is  in  order  to  have  double 
the  number  of  trips.  Sir,  if  there  is  business 
enough  for  more  trips,  then  it  will  pay ;  and  I 


submit  to  the  committee  that  what  we  ought 
to  undertake  to  do  is  to  establish  routes,  and 
not  on  a  grand  scale. 

I  have  listened  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
to  many  speeches  that  I  have  heard  here. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  fla£[St  and 
I  must  confess  that  I  have  a  vast  admiration 
for  our  flag.  We  have  heard,  a  great  deal 
about  oceans.  If  my  memory  does  not  mis- 
lead me,  we  have  been  told  several  times  that 
the  Pacific  ocean  is  a  very  large  ocean.  We 
have  also  been  told  that  the  Atlantic  ocean  is 
a  very  respectable  ocean,  but  that  it  has  not 
so  many  flags  on  it  as  it  ought  to  have.  We 
are  also  told 'that  there  are  a  great  many  peo- 
ple on  the  other  side  of  the  Pacific,  (but  some- 
how I  think  I  have  heard  that  before,)  and 
therefore  we  ought  to  take  possession  of  that 
mighty  ocean.  Well,  sir,  I  shall  be  very  glad 
to  see  the  people  of  this  country  take  posses- 
sion of  it,  and  I  have  the  firmest  belief  that 
they  will  yet  do  it.  But  let  me  tell  you,  sir, 
that  they  will  never  do  it  with  subsidies. 
American  enterprise,  the  genius  and  power 
of  this  people,  working  through  their  own 
methods  in  the  progress  of  business,  will 
enable  our  people  to  conquer  on  that  ocean, 
and  so  ic  will  be  elsewhere. 

But  I  am  not  at  all  discouraged  about  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  We  shall  have  the  flag  upon 
it  again  by  and  Im  with  the  stars  and  stripes 
upon  that  flag,  I  make  no  question  at  all. 
We  have  had  very  great  difficulties  to  en- 
counter in  regard  to  that  matter.  War  came 
upon  us  at  a  time  when  it  swept  our  flag 
almost  entirely  from  that  ocean ;  not  entirely, 
as  some  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose.  But  the 
time  will  again  come  when  we  willput  our 
flag  back  there  without  subsidies.  Wiien  we 
undertake  to  compete  with  nations  that  resort 
to  subsidies,  we  must  do  as  those  nations  find 
it  proper  to  do.  When  we  undertake  to  meet 
with  subsidies  Great  Britain  on  the  seas,  you 
will  have  to  follow  the  practice  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  you  will  find  that  the  money  comes 
from  the  laboring  populaHon  to  be  paid  into 
the  hands  of  those  who  do  not  labor.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  whole  system  of  subsidies, 
unless  where  it  may  be  necessary  to  start  a 
line ;  and  I  would  make  the  subsidy  temporary, 
and  temporary  only. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PACKARD.  Mr.  Chairman,  l&e  prop- 
osition before  the  House  involves  something 
more  than  a  mere  matter  of  money.  The  real 
question  is,  what  nation  shall  control  the  con^- 
merce  of  the  Pacific?  The  commerce  of  the 
Atlantic  has  slipped  from  our  grasp }  I  need 
not  say  how  or  why.  But  we  have  a  foothold 
on  the  Pacific.  It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  Government  to  see  that  that  foot- 
hold is  maintained. 

I  have  never  yet  on  this  floor  voted  for  a 
subsidy  or  for  a  grant  of  any  kind;  and  I 
never  will  do  so  unless  the  public  interests  to 
be  subserved  thereby  shall  far  outweigh  the 
private  interests  involved;  unless  the  public 
good  shall  overshadow  the  private  benefit. 
But  when  the  great  necessities  of  the  country 
may  be  met  and  satisfied,  when  the  grant  of 
$100  to  an  individual  will  give  back  $1,000 
to  the  public,  then  I  can  as  conscientiously 
support  the  proposition  as  I  would  refuse  to 
support  a  measure  whose  effect  would  be 
merely  to  enrich  a  private  corporation. 

This  amendment  is  so  far-reaching  in  its 
results,  the  aid  we  shall  render  wilfcome  back 
to  us  laden  with  so  many  beneficent  effectS|  that 
I  quite  lose  sight  of  the  immediate  and  tem- 
porary fact  that  a  gratuity  of  $500,000  Is  asked. 
I  look  rather  to  the  country  reaching  out  her 
arm  of*  power  to  grasp  the  commerce  of  the 
Pacific,  and  to  distribute  the  wealth  of  "  Ormus 
and  of  Ind' '  among  all  our  people.  Those  are 
results  not  temporary,  but  lasting  as  the  nation ; 
they  will  grow  with  our  growth  and  strengthen 
with  our  strength. 

We  all  agree  in  this,  that  we  ought  to  retain 
the  commerce  which  we  have,  and  if  possible 


to  reestablish  thai  which  we  have  lost.  Bat 
we  differ  as  to  the  method  of  securinff  this 
great  good.  We  are  like  the  man  who  always 
wanted  his  own  way;  and  was  not  satisfied 
unless  he  had  his  own  way  of  having  it.  Sir, 
I  want  to  retain  this  commerce  of  the  Pacific; 
I  want  to  see  American  vessels  floating  not 
only  upon  American  waters,  but  upon  all  the 
waters  of  the  globe.  I  want  to  see  the  Ameri- 
can flag  floating  above  American  steamships, 
bearing  cargoes  to  and  from  America  upon 
every  water  highway  around  the  world.  And 
if  I  cannot  have  these  things  by  one  method, 
then  I  want  them  by  another.  If  American 
enterprise  alone  will  accomplish  this,  amen ; 
but  if  not,  and  we  see  other  nations  striving 
to  ^weep  us  from  Uie  seas,  let  the  Govern- 
ment place  its  arm  under  this  one  project 
and  uphold  it  until  it  becomes  last/  and 
strong  and  able  to  walk  alone.  I  am  con- 
vinced that  the  commerce  of  the  Pacific  af- 
fords one  of  those  rare  opportunities  to  our 
country  which  seldom  occur.  Here  and  now 
we  stand  on  the  dividing  line ;  shall  we  retro- 
grade, or  shall  we  advance?  One  cent  and  a 
quarter  from  each  one  of  our  people  will  en- 
able us  to  take  advantage  of  this  grand  oppor- 
tunity. Withhold  it,  and  the  immense  subsi- 
dies of  England  may  overwhelm  as ;  grant  it, 
and,  like  bread  cast  upon  the  waters,  it  will 
return  to  us  after  many  days.  It  will  return 
to  us  increased  and  multiplied  over  and  over 
again ;  and  it  will  enable  us  to  establish  a  line 
0?  American  steamships  so  firmly  as  not  to  be 
dislodged  by  the  rival  hues  of  any  other  Power. 

My  distinguished  friend  and  colleague  from 
the  second  district  of  Indiana  [Mr.  Kbrr]  told 
us  last  week  that  commerce  will  come  '^with- 
out the  aid  of  such  measures  as  thisj  without 
subsidies; ''  and  he  added,  ^'Let  it  come,  and 
increase  in  strengUi  and  wealth  under  the 
operation  of  God's  great  law  of  fair  play ;  of 
open ,  free  competition . ' '  Tes,  sir,  commerce 
would  come,  and  American  enterprise  would 
seize  and  hold  its  full  share  if  ^^Uod's  l^reat 
law  of  fair  play''  were  in  operation  in  the 
Pacific  waters.  But  it  is  not.  Twenty-five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  subsidies  granted  by 
England  turn  the  balance  in  her  fajror,  and 
against  us.  We  can'  have  ^ '  free  competition ' ' 
only  by  holding  the  balance  level.  How  diall 
we  turn  the  scale  in  our  favor?  Throw  in 
$1,000,000  upon  it ;  nature  will  put  in  a  mil- 
lion and  a  half  in  the  superior  genius  and 
enterprise  of  American  citiKens,  and  we  ^en 
have  ''fair  play"  and  *' free  competition." 

Six  hundred  million  people  in  the  eastern 
world  await  the  coming  of  American  skill  and 
courage  and  power,  and  they  will  best  read 
our  power  in  the  presence  of  our  flag.  China 
is  calling  to  us :  Japan  is  opening  the  war  for 
us.  We  shall  form  with  her  new  and  advan- 
tageous treaties,  and  the  wealth  of  centuries 
wul  be  poured  upon  our  shores  if  we  are  but 
wise  enough  to  receive  it.  Let  us  take  in  all 
the  grand  possibilities  of  the  situation.  Let 
us  hear  again  the  words  which  were  uttered 
by  Japan  a  few  days  ago  on  this  floor:  ''  In 
future  an  extended  commerce  will  unite  our 
national  interests,  as  the  drops  of  water  com- 
mingling and  flowing  from  our  several  rivers 
into  that  common  ocean  which  divides  our 
countries." 

FHere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HAY.  Mr.  Chairman^  I  would  not 
trouble  the  House  at  this  time  if  I  did  not  feel 
it  to  be  my  duty  to  my  constituents  to  place 
myself  by  vote  and  speech  on  record  a^inst 
this  polity  of  subsidies  which  it  seems  we  are 
about  entering  upon.  After  the  American 
Congress  has,  as  I  hoj^e,  brought  to  a  term- 
ination the  policy  of  giving  away  our  public 
lands  to  rich  corporations,  we  find  that  a  new 
tack^  is  taken ;  and  as  we  cannot  now  give 
public  lands  to  these  corporations,  it  is  pro- 
posed we  shall  inai;^rate  a  policy  by  which 
as  much  of  the  public  money  may  be  fiven  to 
them  as  they  may  be  able  to  succeed  in  show- 
ing us  we  ought  to  give. 
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Now,  Mr.  GhainnaD,  I  am  aj^nstUiiB  whole 
system  of  legisbitioa  upon  principle.  It  is  a 
system  of  special  legislation,  it  is  for  the 
benefit  of  the  rich ;  it  is  in  the  interest  of  the 
few.  It  is  designed  to  aggrandize  a  few  enter^ 
prising  adyentnroaa  classes  in  this  coantry, 
whose  agents  come  to  this  Capitol  and  by 
solicitation,  by  ingenious  argument,  by  evecy 
device  which  human  ingenuity  can  suggest, 
brine  their  influence  to  bear  upon  members 
of  the  House.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  such 
legislation  as  this  that  you  see  the  halls  and 
approaches  to  this  Chamber  crdwded  with  lob- 
byists. It  is  in  the  interest  of  this  lej|islation 
that  you  see  your  commitfeee^rooms  ailed  by 
men  who  come  here  to  advance  their  own  in- 
terests. It  is  in  the  interest  and  support  of 
such  legislation  that  the  galleries  of  this  House 
are  too  often  crowded  by  men  who  sit  there 
with  a  black  frown  upon  their  brow  seeking  to 
inflnence  members  to  do  their  bidding.  ~^So 
baneful  is  this  system  of  le|g;islation  that  there 
is  hardhr  a  State  of  this  Union  where  the  ques- 
tion of  special  legislation  has  been  up  for 
discussion  that  there  were  not  found  strong 
advocates  for  providing  against  it  by  constitu- 
tional provisions. 

Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  steamship  company  is 
engaged  in  the  business,  and  still  continues  in 
the  prosecution  of  that  buainess.  it  is  a  self- 
evident  £Mt  that  it  is  so  engagea  because  the 
business  is  profitable,  or  else  it  would  not  be 
in  it.  Sir,  there  is  not  a  body  of  capitalists 
in  this  country  who  would  engage  in  this  or 
any  other  business,  and  continue  to  prosecute 
it,  if  it  were  not  profitable.  This  steamship 
company,  therefore,  must  be  in  a  profitable 
business,  and  being  so  enga^,  it  has  no  right 
to  demand  subsidies  to  be  paid  out  of  the  money 
of  the  people. 

Glentlemen  have  spoken  here  of  States  whose 
postal  system  is  not  self-sustaining.  Now, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  represent  in  part  the  State 
of  Illinois,  whose  postal  system  is  not  only 
self-sustaining,  but  largely  beyond,  and  whose 
receipts  &r  exceed  the  expenditures.  That 
State,  too,  has  a  population  composed  in  great 
part  of  that  class  in  this  country  which  derive 
no  benefit  from  the  high  protective  tariff  sys- 
tem impoied  upon  them,  a  system  which  has 
destroyed  our  ships,  which  has  contributed 
largely  to  destroy  our  trade  and  commerce 
and  to  sweep  our  flag  from  the  high  seas,  and 
which  to-day  is  the  firuitful  source  of  all  the 
trouble  to  our  shipping  interests  and  to  those 
engaged  in  ship-bnilding. 

Besides,  it  is  diflioult  to  say  if  we  begin  this 
ejrstem  where  it  is  to  cease.  Where,  let  me 
aiak  gentlemen,  is  this  policy  of  bounties  and 
aobsdies  to  end  ?  Here  is  a  proposition  granting 
S 1 ,000,000  subsidy  to  this  steamship  company. 
Does  not  every  member  on  this  floor  know  that 
this  is  only  one  of  the manv subsidies,  amount* 
ins  probably  to  twenty  million  dollars,  which 
are  to  be  asked  at  the  hands  of  Congress  dur- 
i  ng  this  session  ?  Is  it  not  well  known  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  proposes  to  give 
millions  of  dollars  in  the  way  of  bounty  to 
abip-builders? 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

MSSBAGB'VROM  THB  PR8SIDENT. 

The  committee  informally  rose;  and  a  mes- 
sage, in  writing,  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent by  Mr.  Porter,  one  of  his  secretaries. 

POST  orriox  appropriation  bill. 

The  committee  resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  HAZBLTON,  of  New  Jersev.  Mr. 
Ch^aorman,  I  propose,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
to  occupy  only  the  five  minutes  allotted  to  me 
under  the  rules.  And  permit  me,  in  the  first 
pUace,  to  allude  to  the  remarks  of  the  gentle- 
ma.a  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Hay]  who  has  just 
tmMcn  his  seat.  It  has  been  intimated  there 
is  w^  lobby  which  is  affecting  theTOtes  of  mem- 
bers of  this  House  in  the  interest  of  this  mat- 
Now,  sir,  I  wish  to  denounce  any  such 
tion  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 
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I  admit,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  in  the  discussion 
of  this  question  there  have  been  very  many 
questions  brought  up  which  properly  do  not 
come  within  the  scope  of  legitimate  debate 
upon  the  pending  proposition.  I  was  struck 
the  other  day  wiUi  the  remark  made  by  a  gen- 
tleman onthia  floor  in  relation  to  this  matter, 
that  this  countrjr  was  too  poor  to  give  subsi- 
dies to  steamship  companies ;  that  we  were 
too  poor  to  enter  into  competition  with  Great 
Britain.  There  was  a  time  nearly  a  century 
a^o  when  it  was  siud  that  the  American  colo- 
nies were  too  poor  to  enter  into  a  contest  with 
Great  Britain ;  that  we  were  too  poor  to  enter 
into  any  such  conflict,  but  after  a  seven  years' 
hard  struggle  we  succeeded  in  framing  a  re- 
publican Government  which  we  in  part  repre- 
sent here  to-day.  Afterward  it  was  said  that 
America  was  too  poor  to  meet  England  upon 
the  ocean  in  the  war  of  1812.  What  was  the 
result?  The  loyal  and  liberty-loving  men  of 
the  country  did  not  believe  it.  We  did  meet 
England  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  out  of  that 
war  we  came  successful.  So  to-day  we  are 
told  by  members  here  that  America  is  too  poor 
to  look  after  her  own  interests.  I  know  it  is 
not  worth  while  to  attempt  to  describe  the 
wealth  of  this  conntrv ;  I  have  not  the  time  or 
the  ability  to  do  it.  But  gentlemen  must  know 
that  compared  with  those  of  England,  the  re- 
sources of  this  vast  country  are  a  hundred, 
nay,  a  thousand  fold  greater. 

It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  not  American  to  say 
that  we  are  not  to  look  after  our  own  interests 
and  protect  our  own  commerce.  We  are  able 
to  do  it  if  we  are  disposed  to  do  it.  It  is  true 
that  we  have  been  driven  off  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  but  there  is  no  good  reason  why  we 
should  not  regain  our  former  commercial  prom- 
inence. 

Gentlemen  have  also  told  us  that  England 
was  made  great  by  her  free-trade  policy.  We 
have  been  told  that  England  was  not  great  until 
she  gave  up  her  protective  system  and  adopted 
the  free-trade  policy.  If  I  have  read  history 
rightly,  England  was  great  before  she  adopted 
the  free-trMle  policy.  Long  before  that  her 
conquests  were  made  when  she  was  under  the 
protective  system.  She  had  able  commanders 
and  able  naval  officers,  whose  conquests  were 
made  while  England  was  under  the  protective 
system.  And  vet  we  are  told  here  that  in  order 
that  we  should  be  great  we  must  adopt  the  free- 
trade  heresy.  I  am  one  of  those  who  believe 
in  protecting  our  own  interests ;  I  am  one  of 
those  who  believe  in  protectin|;  our  own  flag ; 
I  am  one  of  those  who  are  so  intensely  Amer- 
ican that  they  are  willing  to  go  almost  too  far 
in  order  that  American  interests  may  be  pro- 
tected. Let  the  people  of  this  country  be 
guaranteed  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  a  tithe 
of  the  protection  accorded  to  England  for 
three  or  four  centuries,  the  wealth  and  power 
of  that  empire  would  sink  into  insignifi- 
cance compared  with  that  of  the  American 
Republic. 

In  the  interest  of  commerce  I  shall  vote  for 
this  subsidy.  We  have  now  one  line  of  rail- 
road to  the  Pacific.  It  is  a  great  matter,  no 
doubt,  that  this  road  should  furnish  transport- 
ation from  one  side  of  the  continent  to  the 
other.  It  is  a  great  matter  that  we  should  have 
such  a  railroad  for  the  transportation  of  our 
merchandise.  We  have  now  another  line  of 
railroad  in  progress  and  still  another  in  con- 
templation. Are  these  constructed  merely  for 
the  purpose  of  facilitating  transportation  from 
one  side  of  the  country  to  another,  without  any 
view  to  our  trade  of  that  empire  of  the  Orient 
which  was  spoken  of  so  beautifully  on  this 
floor  not  more  than  a  fortnight  ago  ?  I  think 
it  is  necessary  to  give  some  encouragement  or 
subsidy  to  the  establishment  ef  commerce  with 
those  eastern  empires,  and  I  am  in  favor  of 
doing  this,  that  upon  the  Pacific  ocean  at  least 
we  may  obtain  the  supremacy. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STEVENSON.      If  giving  money  to 


this  line  would  promote  the  general  commerce 
of  the  country,  the  proposition  would  com- 
mend itself  to  mj  favor.  But  it  seems  to  me 
it  would  be  beginning  a  policy,  the  end  of 
which  we  cannot  now  (foresee.  This  is  but 
one  line.  It  is  upon  a  route  of  commerce 
not  the  most  important.  Great  as  is  the 
Pacific  ooean,  it  carries  but  a  small  branch 
of  our  trade,  and  we  cannot  expect,  by  sink- 
ing $1,000,000  annually  in  the  Pacific  ocean, 
to  make  a  bridge  over  it.  Nor  can  we  expect 
to  hold  that  ocean  by  its  mane,  as  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Garfield]  so  grandly  proposes.  It  will 
take  a  heavier  hand  to  control  tne  Bacific. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is  not  the  way  to 
revive  or  extend  American  commerce.  We 
cannot  compete  with  kingdoms  and  empires 
in  monopolies.  That  is  their  method  ot  ad- 
vancing trade,  commerce,  and  industry.  They 
do  this  by  monopolies  and  subsidies.  They 
are  themselves  grand  monopolies.  But  the 
American  people  believe  in  another  principle, 
as  their  Government  is  of  another  kind.  Equal- 
ity is  the  basis  of  the  Republic,  and  the  people 
demand  an  equal  chance  and  a  fair  field  for 
all.  Therefore  I  favor  measures  which  will 
give  a  better  opportunity  to  all  Americans, 
not  to  this  line  alone,  or  to  that  or  the  other, 
but  to  all.  We  should  throw  down  the  bar- 
riers and  admit  ships  to  onr  registry  and  flag. 
Oar  citizens  should  be  allowed  to  go  where 
they  can  buy  ships  the  cheapest  and  best,  and 
raise  the  American  flag  over  them,  and  sail 
them  where  they  can  find  profit.  In  taking 
this  position,  I  represent  the  interests  and  the 
opinions  of  the  commercial  elements  of  this 
country.  Here  is  a  resolution  passed  by  the 
Boston  Board  of  Trade  on  the  11th  of  this 
month,  calling  upon  Congress  to  grant  the 
admission  to  American  regist^  for  the  purpose 
of  foreign  trade  of  foreign- built  vessels  dOf  one 
thousand  tons  and  upward.  I  have  also  the 
proceedings  of  the  National  Board  of  Trade, 
which  sat  in  St.  Louis  in  December  last,  in 
which  they  call  upon  Congress  to  pass  a  law 
at  its  present  session  authorizing  American 
citizens  to  purchase  foreign- built  vessels  and 
to  register  them  for  service  under  the  Ameri- 
can flag,  and  for  such  measures  as  will  reduce 
to  the  lowest  point  the  cost  of  maintenance. 
Let  us  allow  our  merchants  to  buy  ships 
and  pot  them  under  our  flag,  and  so  amend 
our  laws  as  to  make  the  maintenance  of  those 
chips  cheaper  when  bought,  and  then  let  us 
readjust  our  tariff  so  as  to  diminish  the  cost 
of  ship-building  and  the  articles  which  we  buy 
abroad,  and  thus  promote  commerce.  Then 
shall  we  have  commerce  free  and  prosperous, 
in  free  ships,  with  our  free  flag  waving  over 
them. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DICKEY.  It  does  not  make  any  dif 
ference  whether  the  ship  waves  or  the  flag 
waves.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Let  the  gentieroan 
wave  the  ship,  then. 

Mr:  DICKEY.  It  seems  to  me  that  there 
are  three  parties  here  upon  this  question  of 
subsidies:  first,  those  who  are  nominally 
opposed  to  all  subsidies,  which,  when  von 
analyze  it,  means  that  they  are  opposed  to 
all  subsidies  except  their  own  subsidies. 
They  are  very  much  in  favor  of  a  subsidy  when 
it  digs. a  bar  in  a  channel  in  their  district,  or 
puts  up  a  custom-house,  or  improves  the  navi* 
gation  of  a  river.  That  sort  of  subsidies  they 
are  in  favor  of. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  a  question  ? 

Mr.  DICKEY.    No,  sir ;  I  will  not. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  want  to  say  that 
nobody  owns  the  rivers. 

Mr.  DICKEY.    Everybody  knows  that  the 

gentleman  always  votes  for  appropriations  for 
eepening  the  channel  of  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.   That  is  a  public  work. 
Mr.    DICKEY.      The    commerce    of  the 
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couotry  besios  and  ends  upon  the  Ohio  riyer 
in  the  gentleman's  opinion. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Why,  sir,  the  river 
rises  in  PennsyWania. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  That  is  the  only  good  thing 
about  it.     [Langhter.] 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Then  it  ought  not  to 
be  rated  by  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  DICKEY.    There  is  another  class  of 

fentlemen  here,  led  by  the  gentleman  from 
llinois,  IUt.  Farksworth,]  and  backed  by 
my  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Beck  J  who 
believe  that  the  onlv  subsidy  should  be  a  sub- 
sidy to  thA  ship* builders  on  the  Clyde. 

Mr.  BECK.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  They  are  willing  to  give  to 
this  particular  monopoly  authority  to  purchase 
ships  there. 

Mr.  BECK.    The  gentleman  is  mistaken. 

Mr.  DICELEY.  I  do  not  misunderstand  the 
gentlemen.  They  are  in  favor  of  allowing  this 
company  to  buy  their  ships  on  the  Clyde.  While 
they  refuse  to  allow  the  American  ship-builder 
to  come  into  competition  with  them,  and  charge 
duties  upon  every  article  that  he  uses,  yet  they 
will  allow  this  particular  monopoly  to  purchase 
their  ships  abroad. 

Mr.  W.  B.  BOBERTS.  No,  sir ;  that  is 
not  so. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  They  are  willing  to  help 
this  monopoly  provided  they  will  buy  their 
ships  on  the  Clyde.  That  is  the  logical  de- 
duction from  the  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  and  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky. 

Now,  there  is  a  third  party  on  this  floor  who 
do  not  believe  with  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana that  commerce  is  simply  cheap  freights. 
They  believe  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as 
American  commerce,  and  they  believe  that 
American  commerce  is  American  ships  built 
with  American  material,  built  by  American 
handicraft,  commanded  by  American  captains, 
and  sailed  by  American  crews — ^American  from 
keel  to  top  and  from  stem  to  stern.  These 
are  the  men  who  vote  for  allowing  this  steam- 
ship company  to  sail  American  ships  to  bring 
to  this  country  the  commerce  of  China  and 
Japan. 

The  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Blair] 
very  wiselv  and  profoundly  said  that  if  the 
company  had  succeeded  in  establishing  a 
monthly  line  with  a  subsidy  of  only  $600,000 
that  was  enough.  It  is  not  enough  for  the 
commerce.  They  are  not  able  to  establish  a 
semi-monthly  line  and  ultimately  a  weekly 
line  to  control  the  entire  commerce  of  China 
and  Japan,  bringing  it  to  our  shores.  They 
lost  money  in  the  first  three  years  they  were 
engaged  in  this  trade,  according  to  the  state- 
ments made  before  the  committee.  They  are 
now  making  money  by  the  monthly  line.  They 
have  neither  the  capital  nor  do  they  choose  to 
incur  the  risk  of  establishing  a  semi-monthly 
line.  It  has  compensated  us  in  the  commerce 
we  have  received ;  it  has  turned  the  tide  of 
commerce  from  the  East  to  the  West.  And 
we  propose  to  encourage  it  in  American-built 
ships,  not  in  ships  built  upon  the  Clyde.  We 
do  not  propose  to  subsidize,  to  aid,  to  assist 
gentlemen  to  sail  under  a  foreign  flag  or  on  a 
foreign-built  ship. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STORM.  I  oppose  this  proposition 
npon  the  principle  o(  prineipiis  ohstaf  oppose 
the  first  beginnings.  There  is  not  a  gentle- 
man of  this  committee  who  has  spoken  upon 
this  subject  who  has  not  said  iu  general  terms 
that  he  is  opposed  to  subsidies;  but  each  one 
who  has  favored  this  proposition  has  found  an 
excuse  for  himself  for  this  particular  measure. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  oh  Appropriations,  [Mr.  Gar- 
field,] has  his  particular  reason  for  support- 
ing this  subsidy,  although  .to  his  mina  the 
word  *' subsidy"  means  something  obnoxious 
and  odious.  My  friend  from  Maryland,  [Mr. 
SwANN,]  who  has  spoken  in  favor  of  this  sub- 


sidy, says  he  finds  it  to  be  mi  generis — that 
there  is  something  peculiar  about  it.  And  my 
friend  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wiluaxs,]  who 
gives  this  measure  his  support,  does  so  npon 
the  ground  that  it  is  no  subsidy  at  all ;  he  is 
anxions  to  have  i^  adopted  as  a  measure  for 
extending  the  mail  service ;  that  it  is  to  pay 
for  carrying  the  mail  on  routes  where  it  does 
not  now  pay.  Sir,  no  other  gentleman  who 
has  spoken  upon  this  subject,  ^cept  the  gen- 
tleman from  J^ew  York,  [Mr.  Williams,]  has 
put  it  on  that  ground.  The  friends  of  this 
subsidy  have  said  that  they  asked  for  it,  not 
because  it  was  for  carnring  the  mails,  but  that 
it  was  in  the  interest oi  commerce.  Does  any 
one  say  that  the  sum  of  $500,000  a  jear  is  not 
sufficient  to  pay  for  carnring  the  mail  from  San 
Francisco  to  China?  No  one  says  so  but  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Williams.] 

Sir,  it  is  a  subsidy  in  the  pretended  interest 
of  commerce,  and  nothing  else.  My  friend 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Poitbr]  just  behind  me 
says  that  this  shall  not  be  a  precedent  for  him. 
Why,  it  is  impossible  not  to  make  it  a  prece- 
dent A  court  might  as  well  make  a  decision 
upon  general  principles,  and  then  turn  around 
and  say  that  it  did  not.  want  that  decision  to  be 
regarded  as  a  precedent  in  other  cases  just  like 
it.  There  are  Atlantic  lines  whose  claims  upon 
the  Government  are  as  meritorious  as  those  of 
the  Pacific  mail ;  how  could  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Potter]  refuse  those  lines 
governmental  aid  after  voting  for  this  meas- 
ure ?  If  he  did  not  vote  for  aid  to  these  lines 
he  would  be  abused  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  friends  of  his  subsidy  policy 
as  opposed  to  the  revival  of  American  com- 
merce, and  of  belonging  to  a  party  that  had  a 
crab- like  policy. 

I  am  afraid  that  when  we  in  our  verdancy 
voted  $50,000  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the 
Japanese  embassy  we  did  not  apprehend  that 
we  were  setting  up  a  job  on  ourselves.  I  be- 
lieve that  whole  thing  has  been  arranged  for 
stage  effect ;  that  the  Japanese  embassy  was 
brought  over  here  by  this  very  company  that 
is  now  seeking  this  subsidy,  for  the  purpose  of 
influencing  our  legislation.  And  my  good 
Japanese  friend  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Conger] 
has  moved  this  amendment  to  increase  the 
subsidy  to  this  steamship  line  to  the  sum  of 
$1,000,000  a  year,  in  pursuance  of  a  pre- 
arranged plan.  Sir,  it  looks  to  me  like  a  job 
all  the  way  through. 

My  frfend  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dioket] 
says  there  are  three  classes  of  men  who  will 
not  vote  for  this  proposition.  I  say  that  prob- 
ably there  are  five  or  six  classes  who  will  go 
for  it.  Every  lobb3rist  now  in  and  around 
this  Hall  is  in  favor  of  it,  as  he  is  using  his 
influence  to  pass  it.  Every  banker,  every 
broker,  every  speculator  will  ^o  for  it.  Every 
man  wno  has  stock  or  is  a  director  in  cither 
the  Union  Pacific  railroad,  the  Central  Pacific 
railroad,  or  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany will  go  for  it.  This  steamship  company 
IS  but  the  tail  to  the  Central  Pacific  Railroad 
Company ;  their  interests  are  identical.  I  am 
opposed  to  this  proposition  because  by  the 
combination  of  these  corporations  you  will 
crush  out  all  competition,  which  is  the  life  of 
trade.  Any  company  which  might  be  a  com- 
peting line  may  be  destroyed  by  the  adoption 
of  this  proposition.  We  all  know  that  it 
would  at  any  time  be  bad  policy  to  destroy 
a  competing  line  in  this  country.  Extending 
our  commerce  by  destroying  one  line  to  enrich 
another  is  impossible. 

I  am  opposed  to  it  because  it  increases  the 
revenues  and  influence  of  a  corporation  which 
spans  this  continent  and  the  Pacific  ocean ;  a 
corporation  owning  fifty  million  acres  of  land, 
holding  $65,000,000  of  our  bonds,  and  prop- 
erty to  the  value  of  $800,000,000 ;  a  corpor- 
ation to  which  that  hydra-headed  monster,  the 
United  States  Bank,  strangled  to  death  by 
Jackson^  cannot  be  compared;  a  corporation 
that  can  and  does  control  the  election  of  mem- 


bers of  Congress  in  the  States  through  which 
its  roads  pass;  a  corporation  that  possesses 
more  influence  for  evil  than  all  others  com- 
bined, and  one  to  which  the  liberties  of  this 
conntiy  are  in  danger  of  being  aacrificed. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  COOHLAN.  It  cannot  be  donbted  by 
any  member  on  either  ttde  of  the  House  that 
this  proposition  is  an  attempt  by  this  Govern- 
ment to  at  least  aasitt  in  arawing  the  com- 
merce of  the  Bast  to  this  country.  The  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  said  the 
other  day  that  some  years  ago  the  Panama 
railroad  and.  the  steamship  company  on  the 
route  to  California  had  no  need  of  a  subsidy. 
And  he  mentioned  that  as  an  instance  where 
a  comjMmy  was  formed,  made  money,  and  did 
well  without  any  assistance  at  all  ffom  the 
Government 

Sir.  the  gentleman  knows,  or  ought  to  know, 
that  tne  very  * '  A  B  C  "  of  the  laws  of  commerce 
and  trade  shows  that  where,  as  in  the  case 
mentioned  by  him,  there  is  only  one  route 
which  can  be  traveled,  that  all  commerce 
must  go  by  that  route ;  bnt  that  where  there 
are  many  routes,  that  commerce  mnst  inev- 
itably follow  that  one  which  provides  the 
cheapest  and  quickest  transportation.  This 
is  a  fundamental  law  of  trade  which  is  un- 
changeable and  irrevocable.  Nor  is  this  all. 
Rapid  and  cheap  transportation  creates  and 
fosters  the  barterings  and  exchanges  which 
go  to  make  up  the  grand  total  which  we  call 
commerce. 

Sir,  to  illustrate  this  question  by  a  small 
matter,  but  one  in  whi^  nevertheless  the 
same  rule  applies — ^the  general  law  of  trade 
and  commerce — I  may  mention  the  lact  that 
in  many  places  within  my  State  where  eight 
years  ago  a  little  two- horse  stage  was  sufficient 
for  all  the  travel  and  trade,  quick  communi- 
cation by  railroad  has  given  such  an  incentive 
to  trade  and  travel  that  now  hve  and  six  daily 
trains  of  cars  are  required  to  carry  the  trade 
and  travel  which  has  grown  up  from  the  fact 
of  cheap  and  prompt  transportation.  This  ia 
the  same  law  which  affects  and  governs  larger 
interests. 

The  Government  of  England,  by  a  policy  of 
subsidies  within  the  last  thirty  years  to  the 
amount  of  $96,000,000,  has  gained  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  commerce  of  the  world.  In  1838 
the  whole  commerce  of  England  amounted 
only  to  $798,000,000.  Under  the  system  of 
subsidizing  its  commerce  to-day  amounts  to 
$8,000,000,000.  To-day  we  stand  in  the  posi- 
tion in  which  England  stood  in  1838.  We 
have  a  greater  commerce  than  she  then  bad. 
Is  it  not  wise  to  profit  somewhat  by  her  exam- 
ple? In  order  to  command  the  vast  commerce 
of  the  Pacific  ocean,  which  is  ours  by  right,  we 
must  do  something  toward  bringing  it  in  our 
direction.  I  tell  gentlemen  that  this  should 
not  properly  be  cedled  a  subsidy.  It  is  simply 
a  contract  between  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company.  Believing  that  it  will  assist  in 
bringing  this  vast  commerce  to  us,  in  filling  up 
our  freasuiT  by  duties  on  imports,  in  remov- 
ing taxes  from  the  shoulders  of  laboring 
men,  we  offer  to  pay  thiscoinpany  $1,000,000 
if  they  will  establish  a  semi-monthly  service 
between  the  coast  of  the  Pacific  and  the  east- 
ern world.  Gentlemen  who  do  not  believe  in 
laying  out  a  few  dollars  in  order  that  thou- 
sands may  be  brought  into  the  Treasury  will, 
of  course,  vote  against  this  proposition.  With 
their  view  it  would  not  be  right  for  them  to 
do  otherwise.  If  they  were  farmers  the^  would 
look  at  the  bushel  of  wheat  intended  tor  sow- 
ing, and  they  would  say,  "  How  wasteful  to  pat 
this  in  the  ground  when  it  can  be  converted 
into  flour  and  \ased  as  foodl*^  They  would 
forget  that  this  wheat,  properly  planted,  mi^ht 
yield  bushels  upon  bushels  of  additional  grain. 
But  believing,  as  I  do,  that  if  this  contract  be 
made  it  will  allow  us  to  take  toll  from  the  vast 
commerce  of  the  world,  and  that  it  will  pour 
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ioto  our  Treasury  milUoos  apon  millioDB  of 
dollars,  and  thas  relieve  os  to  a  great  extent 
from  the  heavy  burdens  of  taxation  under 
which  we  now  suffer ;  and  also  believing  that 
if  something  be  not  done,  and  that  speedily, 
other  countries  more  &r- seeing  than  we  will 
snatch  the  rich  prize  from  us,  I  certainly  think 
this  amendment  ought  to  be  adopted. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WfllTTHOBNB.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  am 
opposed  to  subsidies,  and  1  am  opposed  to 
all  special  legislation.  In  my  representative 
capacity  I  propose  to  act  for  the  people  just 
as  1  would  act  tor  myself.  Hence  I  am  brought 
at  the  outset  to  this  inquiry :  what  is  the  con- 
dition of  the  people  uf  the  United  States? 
What  is  the  amount  of  the  national  debt? 
What  IB  the  amount  of  debt  resting  upon  the 
shoulders  of  the  people  as  States  and  muni* 
cipalities?  Wluitis  the  amount  of  taxation 
with  which  the  people  of  the  United  States 
are  now  burdened  7  Sir,  when  we  recognize 
the  &ct  that  they  are  oppressed  and  over- 
burdened with  taxation,  what  is  our  duty  to 
the  people  ?  Instead  of  increasing  their  bur- 
dens, it  is  our  duty  to  relieve  them ;  to  lift  the 
weight  from  their  shoulders ;  to  lighten  their 
labors. 

I  repeat,  that  as  a  Representative  I  would  be 
governed  by  the  same  principle  which  controls 
me  as  an  individual.  As  an  individual,  if  I 
were  in  debt  I  would  retrench  my  expendi- 
tures, resolve  to  live  within  my  means,  and  be 
guilty  of  no  such  folly  as  making  gifts  or 
gratuities.  Recognizing  that  to  be  my  duty,  I 
ask  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  are  you 
prepared  to  enter  upon  this  great  line  of  gratu- 
ities or  subsidies,  embracing,  according  to  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
seventeen  or  eighteen  different  projects,  tlus 
being  the  pioneer — projects  to  take  the  people' s 
money;  for  what  purpose?  To  enrich  the  few 
and  to  build  up  with  American  tonnage,  with 
American  ships  sailing  under  the  American 
flag,  an  American  aristocracy  1  That  is  the 
point  to  which  *I  invite  the  attention  of  the 
laboring,  the  toiling,  tax-paying  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  against  a  proposition 
like  that,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  I  feel  it  to  be  my 
duty,  under  any  and  all  circumstances,  to  cast 
my  vote.  Tou  will  find  me,  not  only  on  this 
proposition,  but  upon  all  kindred  propositions, 
m  what  I  believe  to  be  my  duty  to  that  people, 
setting  my  &ce  against  them. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  said  that  we  will  build  up  a 
splendid  Government.  When  you  build  up  or 
erect  a  splendid  Qovemment,  in  my  judg* 
ment,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  very  moment  yon 
baild  it  up  at  the'expense  of  the  liberties  of 
the  people;  We  are  referred  to  the  examples 
of  older  countries.  Qo  and  mark  the  histoty 
of  the  past.  Let  that  history  pass  under  vour 
review,  and  you  will  find  that  whenever  there 
has  been  erected  a  splendid  and  luxurious 
Government,  that  the  moment  when  you  write 
its  bright  history  you  write  it  at  the  expense 
of  the  laboring  people  of  that  country. 

It  will  not  do  to  refer  me  to  the  flag  of  St. 
George.  Go  rather  and  tell  this  people  to  live 
humbly,  to  live  simply,  to  live  within  their 
means,  and  to  build  up  no  favored  or  special 
class  within  the  limits  of  their  Government. 
When  you  do  that,  you  have  made  your  citizens 
happy,  vou  have  made  your  citizens  prosper- 
ous. You  have  made  not  a  splendid  Govern- 
ment, but  a  Government  where  the  people  may 
live  free  and  enjoy  their  rights.  It  is  such  a 
Government  that  I  desire  to  see  in  this  conn- 
try. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SYPHER.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  discus- 
sion has  taken  a  very  wide  range.  We  have 
heard  much  about  taxation  and  tariffs,  but 
very  little  about  the  expansion  of  American 
commerce,  which  is  the  object  and  purpose  of 
the  pending  amendment.  The  subsidy  ques- 
tion, always  so  fruitful  of  discassion  in  this 
House,  and  which  seems  to  be  such  a  bag- 

kr  to  many  members,  has  stalked  in  here  to- 


day like  a  ghost  to  frighten  the  weak-kneed 
and  narrow-minded. 

On  this  subject  I  desire  to  say  that  I  do  not 
believe  the  people  of  this  country  will  condemn 
the  action  of  any  Representative  on  this  floor 
who  votes  for  a  proper  subsidy  to  be  applied  in 
the  development  ot  our  country,  whether  it  be 
a  direct  appropriation  from  the  Treasury  or  a 
grant  of  land. 

When  I  contemplate  the  vast  railroad  en- 
terprises, aided  by  subsidies,  which  have  done 
so  much  to  develop  our  country  and  distin- 
guish us  among  tne  progressive  nations  of 
the  world,  I  am  unwilling  to  believe  that  the 
intelligent  tax-payers  who  seem  to  be  so  ably 
represented  in  the  debate,  will  disapprove  the 
action  of  their  Representatives  in  their  efforts 
to  encourage  and  expand  American  commerce. 
Reckless  extravagance,  whether  in  direct  ap- 
propriations from  the  Treasury,  or  in  land- 
grant  subsidies,  will  meet,  and  justly,  too,  the 
disapprobation  and  condemnation  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  but  the  policy  of  giving  national  aid  to 
foster  and  build  up  great  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, and  to  extend  our  commerce  with 
other  nations  of  the  world,  is  both  wise  and 
expedient,  and  I  believe  tha^  the  people  will 
so  decide. 

May  we  not  receive  some  light  upon  the 
subject  under  discussion  from  the  policy  pur- 
sued by  other  nations?  Great  Britain  has  not 
acquired  the  title  of  *'  mistress  of  the  seas'' 
by  the  narrow  policy  advocated  by  the  oppon- 
ents of  this  bill.  In  1838  she  inaugurated  the 
policy  of  subsidizing  her  great  steamship  lines, 
which  she  still  continues,  and  by  means  of 
which  she  has  acquired  commercial  supremacy. 
In  the  five  minutes  allowed  me  to  debate  this 
question  I  can  onljr  glance  at  the  application 
of  this  policy  to  a  single  line.  The  great 
Cunard  line,  comprising  twenty- four  ships, 
was  established  in  1840  from  New  York  to 
Cork  and  Liverpool.  This  company  has  re- 
ceived from  the  British  Government,  since  its 
establishment,  over  twenty  million  dollars  in 
subsidy,  and  our  Government  has  paid  them 
over  five  million  dollars  for  carrying  our  mails 
alone.  Let  me  ask  the  opponents  of  this 
measure  if  it  would  not  have  been  wiser  to 
pay  this  amount  to  American  ship-owners, 
whose  ships  had  been  built  in  American  ship- 
yards, and  manned  upon  the  sea  with  Amerin 
can  seamen,  and  carrying  the  American  flag? 
Bngland  pays  over  six  million  dollars,  and 
France  over  four  million  dollars  annually  to 
foster  and  build  up  their  great  steamship  lines. 
What  is  our  countnr  doing  for  American  ship- 
ping? Nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  except 
the  pittance  given  the  Pacmc  Mail  Steamship 
Company.  What  is  the  result  of  this  short- 
sighted policy?  Here  it  is:  of  the  two  hun- 
dred steamships  plying  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and 
carrying  the  trade  between  this  country  and 
Europe,  not  one  unfurls  the  American  flag. 
Here  is  the  list.  Read  it,  and  then  blush  for 
shame  that  you  ever  raised  your  voice  against 
your  country's  flag  upon  the  seas : 

1860.  Allan  line,  (British^)  tweatv  steamers,  ttom 
Montreal  and  Quebec  to  Liverpool. 

1860.  Allan  line.  (British.)  four  steamers,  from 
Baltimore  to  Halifax  and  Liverpool. 

1850.  Anehor  line.  (British,)  eighteen  steamers, 
from  New  York  to  Londonderry  and  Qlasgow. 

1856.  Anchor  line,(British,)  twelve  steamers,  from 
New  York  to  Marseilles.  Ac, 

1871.  Baltic  Lloyd's,  (German,)  five  steamers,  from 
New  York  to  Oopenhagen  and  Stettin. 

1840.  Cunard  line,  (British  J  twenty-four  steamers, 
from  New  York  to  Cork  and  Liverpool. 

1865.  French  line,  six  steamers,  from  New  York 
to  Brest  and  Havre. 

1855.  Uambnrg  line,  (German,)  fifteen  steamers, 
from  New  York  to  Hamburs, 

1856.  Hambarg  line,  (German.)  three  steamers, 
from  New  Orleans  to  Havre  and  Hambnrc. 

1651.  Inman  lino,  (British,)  sixteen  steamers,  from 
New  York  to  Qneenstown  and  Liverpool. 

1860.  Liverpool  and  Great  Western,  (Qaion  line,) 
ten  steamers,  from  New  York  to  Qneenstown  and 
Liverpool. 

1866.  Liverpool  and  Mississippi  line,  (British,) 
six  steamers,  from  New  Orleans  to  Liverpool. 

1866.-  Liverpool  Southern  line,  (British,)  eight 
steamers,  from  New  Orleans  to  Liverpool. 

1866.  London  and  Now  York  line.  (British.)  four 
steamers,  fiom  New  York  to  London. 


1869.  London  line,  (British.)  four  steamers  from 
Montreal  and  Quebec  to  London. 

1864.  National  lino.  (British,)  twelve  steamers, 
from  New  York  to  Cork  and  Liverpool. 

1866.  North  German  Lloyd's  line,  fourteen  steam- 
ers, from  New  York  to  Bouthampton  and  Bremen. 

1856.  North  German  Lloyd's  line,  four  steamers, 
from  Baltimore  to  Bremen. 

1856.  North  German  Lloyd's  line,  three  steamers, 
from  New  Orleans  to  Havre  and  Bremen. 

1871.  White  Star  line,  (British. )six  steamers,  from 
New  York  to  Qneenstown  and  Liverpool. 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  Pacific  Mail  Steam- 
ship Company,  plying  between  San  Francisco 
and  Japan,  has,  by  means  of  the  small  mail 
subsidy,  been  able  to  keep  their  ships  runnine. 
It  is  proposed  by  this  amendment  to  double 
the  amount  of  their  subsidy  and  to  increase 
the  service.  Shall  we  deny  them  this  addi- 
tional amount  and  break  them  down  also, 
and  invite  foreign  ships  to  c'ontrol  the  com- 
merce of  the  Pacific  as  they  now  do  that  of 
the  Atlantic,  or  shall  we  grant  it  unhesita- 
tingly, and  say  to  this  company  '*  You  shall  be 
protected  in  bearing  the  products  of  our  fields, 
our  shops  and  our  factories  to  the  millions  in- 
habiting the  western  shores  of  the  Pacific,  and 
bringing  in  return  products  which  are  not  in- 
digenous to  our  soil?'-  Is  not  this  the  wiso 
Eolicy?  I  maintain  that  it  is,  and  if  pursued 
y  this  Government  will  tend  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  commerce  and  trade  with  Japan  and 
China  which  will  return  many  millions  of 
revenue  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
and  lighten  the  burdens  of  the  people  of  our 
entire  country. 

MKSSAGB  rHOM  THB  8BNATB. 

The  committee  informally  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resnmed  the  chair,  a  mes- 
sage from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stmpson,  one 
of  its  clerks,  informed  the  House  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  passed  a  bill  (S.  No.  246)  to  extend 
the  letters-patent  heretofore  issued  to  Joseph 
W.  Fowle ;  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  was  requested. 

The  message  also  annonnced  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  passed,  without  amendment,  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  284)  to  pay  William  S.  Preston 
the  sum  therein  named. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  passed,  with  an  amendment,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  was  requested, 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  666)  for  the  relief  of  suf- 
ferers by  the  fire  at  Chicago. 

POST  OFFIOB  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  resumed  its 
session. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Mr.  Chairman,  no  gen- 
tleman on  this  floor  regrets  more  than  I  do 
the  destruction  of  our  flac  and  oar  shipping 
interest  on  the  ocean.  No  man  woula  be 
more  gratified  than  I  would  be  to  see  our  flag 
once  more  proudly  waving  upon  every  sea.  I 
would  vote  for  any  reasonable  proposition  that 
woald  tend  to  produce  that  result.  But  I 
oppose  the  measure  before  the  committee  at 
this  time  for  many  reasons,  the  most  important 
of  which  I  shall  briefly  state. 

In  the  first  place,  I  believe  this  is  entering 
upon  a  system  which  will  be  most  destructive 
to  the  commerce  of  our  country,  most  destruc- 
tive to  the  attempt  that  is  being  made  to  restore 
our  flag  and  our  shipping  interest  upon  the 
ocean.  I  believe  we  are  starting  ofi^  in  the 
wrong  direction.  It  was  not  the  piratical 
Alabama  and  other  ships  of  that  kind  which 
destroyed  our  commerce,  as  it  has  been  called, 
but  which  should  properly  be  called  our  ship- 
ping interest ;  for  I  say  that  oar  commerce, 
mtemal  and  external,  is  to-day  greater  than 
it  has  been  at  any  former  period  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  Repablic.  The  commerce  of  onr 
country  is  not  in  a  state  of  decay,  as  has  been 
asserted.  It  is  the  shipping  interest,  the 
carrying  trade  of  our  country,  that  has  been 
destroyed.  And  how  has  it  been  destroyed  ? 
Not  by  the  piratical  Alabama,  as  every  one 
who  has  looked  into  the  question  knows,  but 
by  the  piratical  hand  of  our  own  Government. 
It  is  the  legislation  enacted  in  this  UaJl  which 
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has  driven  onr  flag  from  the  ooeaa.  It  is  the 
system  of  sabsidies,  of  which  this  is  a  part, 
which  has  driven  oar  flag  from  the  ocean  and 
pot  in  its  place  the  flag  of  St.  George. 

You  can  do  nothing  under  our  modern  sys- 
tem of  legislation  in  this  country  without  a 
subsidy.  God  has  given  us  more  boundless 
resources  than  to  any  other  people  on  the  fhc^ 
of  the  earth.  Yet  you  cannot  make  a  pound 
of  pig  iron  without  a  subsidy.  You  cannot 
make  a  yard  of  calico  without  a  subsidy.  You 
cannot  take  from  the  earth  a  bushel  of  coal 
without  a  subsidy.  You  have  taxed  our  ship- 
ping interest  out  of  existence ;  and  you  pro- 
pose by  further  subsidies  to  add  to  the  burdens 
now  resting  upon  the  people  who  have  been 
oppressed  by  this  system.  No  man  can  look 
at  the  history  of  this  matter  without  seeing 
that  before  our  Government  placed  its  piratical 
hands  upon  the  shipping  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, before  this  vast  system  of  protection  was 
introduced,  our  flag  floated  proudly  on  every 
sea  upon  the  globe. 

Our  people  do  not  want  any  subsidies. 
What  they  want  is  that  you  will  let  them 
alone.  Let  the  ingenuity,  the  talent,  and  the 
capital  of  this  country  alone.  'Give  freedom 
to  the  shipping  interest,  give  freedom  to  our 
flag,  and  it  will  go  forth  proudly  again  on 
every  sea,  on  every  ocean.  Bat  continue  this 
system,  and  what  will  be  the  result?  You 
subsidize  a  few  lines.  Others  find  that  thev 
cannot  maintain  competition  with  them,  ana 
you  must  subsidize  them  also.  And  what  will 
be  the  result?  You  wiU  have  some  subsidized 
lines,  which  will  maintain  communication  with 
certain  dark  comers  of  the  earth,  and  our 
flag  will  be  seen  nowhere  else.  But  take  off 
the  heavy  hand  of  protection;  remove  this 
svstera  of  subsidy ;  let  the  ship-builders  have 
their  materials  free  as  God  has  given  them, 
and  then  let  it  be  seen  if  they  cannot  compete 
with  the  ship-builders  of  other  coantries,  and 
whether  our  vessels,  as  of  old,  will  not  be 
again  seen  floaJLing  on  every  ocean. 

Mr.  Chairman,  what  we  need  is  not  additional 
taxation  upon  the  people^  but  what  we  need 
for  the  purpose  of  restoring  the  flag  of  our 
country  once  more  to  the  ocean  is  to  remove 
the  burdens  placed  upon  commerce.  Instead 
of  having  lines  of  steamships  subsidized  by 
and  feeding  upon  the  hard-earned  wages  of  the 
farmers  and  mechanics  of  the  country,  remove 
these  burdens,  and  instead  of  your  lines  of 
steamers  creeping  around  a  few  dark  corners 
of  the  earth,  your  talent,  your  capital,  your 
energy,  and  your  industry  will  once  more  grap- 
ple with  the  proudest  nations  of  the  earthy  and 
^our  flag  will  once  more  be  seen  proudly  wav- 
ing upon  every  sea  and  over  every  isle  that 
gems  the  bosom  of  the  ocean. 

It  is  because  this  measure  is  unconstitutional 
in  the  first  place,  and  in  the  second  place  be- 
cause  it  will  not  produce  the  results  that  gen- 
tlemen profess  to  be  aiming  at,  that  I  oppose 
it.  It  will  not  restore' our  fla^  to  the  ocean. 
It  is  but  another  step  in  the  direction  of  pre- 
venting its  ever  returning  to  the  ocean,  if  you 
pursue  a  policy  like  this. 

[Here  the  hammer  felL] 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  regret 
that  upon  this  subject,  which  I  regard  as  one 
of^eat  importance,  I  should  find  myself  dif- 
fering with  my  colleagues  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  In  the  course  of  this  discussion  much 
has  been  said  upon  the  <}uestion  of  subsidies. 
I  propose  in  the  short  time  allotted  to  me  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House,  if  I  can,  to 
the  real  question  which  is  presented  to  us.  I 
understand  the  £Btct  to  be  tnat  for  the  last  five 
years  we  have  paid  annually,  under  exist- 
ing law,  the  sum  of  $600,000  for  transporting 
the  mails  to  and  (from  China  and  Japan.  I 
have  been  for  three  years  a  member  of  this 
House,  and  I  do  not  now  remember  that  at  any 
former  session  I  have  heard  the  cry  of  subsidy 
raised  against  this  enactment  of  Congress,  or 
against  the  appropriation  made  under  it.  We 
have  appropriated  each  year,  when  this  Post 


Office  appropriation  bill  came  up,  the  sum  of 
$500,000  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  mails 
to  China  and  Japan.  We  have  heretofore 
given  this  sum  for  the  purpose  of  transporting 
the  mails  once  a  month.  It  is  now  proposed 
by  this  amendment  to  give  $1,000,000  a  year 
and  have  the  mails  transported  twice  a  month. 
It  is  said  because  we  propose  now  to  pay 
$1,000,000  and  have  the  mails  carried  twice  a 
month,  that  this  is  a  subsidy  which  is  to  enrich 
the  corporation  or  company  which  carries  the 
mails,  and  that  we  are  building  up  a  great  cor- 
poration at  the  expense  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  Now,  I  have  this  to  say  in 
answer  to  the  gentlemen  who  cry  out  so  much 
against  this  as  a  subsidy :  that  it  is  no  more 
a  subsidy  now  than  it  has  been  for  the  last  five 
years ;  nor  can  the  comf>any  be  any  more  en- 
riched by  the  transportation  of  the  mails  twice 
a  month  for  $1,000,000  Uian  by  their  trans- 
portation once  a  month  for  $600,000.  That 
proposition  seems  to  me  to  be  very  dear,  and 
I  have  heard  no  answer  to  it,  and  believe  it  to 
be  correct. 

Now,  while  I  am  in  fitivor  of  this  proposi- 
tion, I  do  not  commit  myself  to  anyotner  sim- 
ilar proposition,  nor  do  I  believe  I  could  be 
induced  to  vote  for  any  other  that  has  been 
presented  to  Congress ;  and  I  will  give  you 
briefly  my  reasons  for  it.  We  have  opened 
commercial  relations  with  China  and  Japan, 
that  section  of  the  world  which  contains  more 
population  than  any  other  section  of  the  world; 
those  coantries  look  upon  our  countcy  with 
peculiar  favor,  and  are  anxious  to  cultivate 
commercial  relations  with  us  more  than  with 
any  other  nation.  That  I  believe  is  conceded. 
They  have  manifested  their  friendly  disposition 
toward  us  by  sending  thei^  embassies  first  to 
our  country.  We  are,  as  I  understand,  mak- 
ing a  commercial  treaty  with  Japan  for  the 
purpose  of  still  further  extending  onr  com- 
merce with  that  country.  The  door  is  open 
and  the  opportunity  is  given  to  us  to  step  in  and 
eqjo^  a  commerce  with  these  countries,  such 
as  will  not  be  enjoyed  by  any  other  nation,  or 
perhaps  by  all  the  other  nations  of  the  world 
together.  The  question  with  us  is  whether 
we  will  develop  these  relations,  whether  we 
will  encourage  this  intercourse  by  an  increase 
of  mail  service,  by  running  our  steamships 
twice  a  month,  when  now  they  go  but  once,  or 
whether  we  shall  abandon  it  entirely.  Now, 
I  think  we  ought  to  cultivate  friendly  re- 
lations with  these  nations.  If  we  desire  to 
maintain  our  commerce,  there  is  no  field  in 
the  world  that  offers  so  fine  an  opportunity  as 
this. 

Now,  it  is  said  this  is  a  subsidy.  Why,  sir, 
England  subsidizes  her  lines  of  ships  to  the 
same  countries  by  paying  them  $2,600,000  a 
year.  It  is  said  if  we  shall  not  inorease  our 
payments  and  our  steamship  services,  we  will 
get  just  as  much  commerce.  Certainly  no 
sane  man  who  will  reflect  for  a  moment  upon 
the  subject  will  believe  any  such  thing.  Here 
is  England  in  active  competition ;  she  is  sub- 
sidizing her  lines ;  they  are  running  rapidly, 
making  frequent  trips  to  those  countries  in 
order  to  gain  the  commerce  of  those  countries. 
Will  not  that  service  take  that  commerce  from 
us  and  carry  it  to  Europe  ?  Yet,  if  we  will 
bot  exercise  that  wisdom  which  we  ought,  we 
might  draw  that  commerce  this  way,  where  it 
is  naturally  disposed  to  come,  if  we  will  but 
take  the  means  to  secure  it. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Mr.  Chairman,  this  is 
another  link  being  wrought  in  the  chain  which 
is  to  bind  the  action  of  this  House  to  that 
triple  monopoly,  the  Union  Pacific  railroad, 
the  Central  Pacific  railroad,  and  the  Pacific 
Mail  Steamship  Company.  It  remains  for  the 
future  to  show  whether  there  is  moral  courage 
sufficient  among  the  members  of  this  House 
to  resist  the  steady  and  every-day  increasing 
attacks  upon  the  public  Treasury  for  illegiti- 
mate and  unjust  purposes. 

There  arc  two  ways  of  viewing  this  question : 


first,  as  a  question  of  principle ;  and  second, 
as  a  question  of  expediency.  Under  our  system 
of  tariff  and  internal  revenue  the  great  mass 
of  the  people  contribute  their  quota  toward 
the  revenues  of  the  Govemmenc  Here  to- 
day you  are  seeking  to  divert  that  taxation 
from  the  legitimate  expenditures  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  the  nse  and  benefit  of  a  few  capi- 
talists owning  and  controlling  a  vast  monopoly. 
My  confidence  is  in  the  ffood  sense  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  and  Ihope  they  will  throttle 
this  scheme  at  the  threshold. 

There  are  twenty  other  schemes  behind  thiii, 
all  recommended  by  the  Secretanr  of  the  Navy, 
and  involving  an  expenditure  ot  $30^000,000. 
Once  open  the  door,  and  you  must  keep  it  open 
for  ail.  You  had  far  better  listen  to  the  cry 
of  the  great  mass  of  the  people  in  behalf  of  an 
economical  government  than  to  fisten  to  the 
soft  words  of  these  monopolists.  There  has 
been  an  attempt  here  to  aigne  in  favor  of  this 
scheme  as  a  measnre  £br  the  revival  of  Ameri* 
can  commerce.  I  deny  it;  subsidies  never 
will  revive  our  commerce,  but  it  must  be  re- 
vived through  the  agency  of  natural  causes. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  the  proceedings  and  reso- 
lutions of  the  National  Board  of  Trade,  pre- 
sided over  by  one  of  the  ablest  and  most 
distinguished  business  men  of  my  city,  Mr. 
Frederick  Fralev.  In  those  proceedings  there 
Is  not  one  word  about  subsidies,  no  recom- 
mendation of  subsidies.  They  negative  sub- 
sidies as  a  means  of  restoring  American  ton- 
nage, and  tell  you  ailer  mature  deliberation 
how  you  can  revive  American  tonnt^e.  it  ih 
an  argnment  not  worthy  of  the  American  Con- 
gress to  tell  you  that  a  subsidy  is  going  to 
revive  American  commerce. 

Mr.  WILLLLMS,  of  New  York.  Will  the 
gentleman  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  No,  sir.  I  tell  you  that 
if  you  give  these  $80,000,000  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury which  is  recommended  for  these  monop- 
olists, the  result  will  be  that  you  will  be  pre- 
vented from  placing  tea  upon  the  free  list, 
from  placing  coffee  upon  the  free  list,  from 
placing  salt  upon  the  free  list.  You  will  also 
further  make  it  necessary  that  the  inquisito- 
rial and  in&mous  income  tax  shall  not  only 
be  continued,  but  reSnacted. 

Let  us  listen  to  the  demands  of  the  people. 
They  do  not  want  you  to  waste  their  mone^. 
I  trust  that  at  least  this  side  of  the  House  will 
maintain  its  consistency  and  resist  to  the  bit- 
ter end  the  expenditure  of  one  dollar  for  any 
bot  a  legitimate  purpose. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PETERS.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  rise  to 
advocate  the  proposed  subsidy  as  a  mite 
toward  depressed  American  shipping,  and 
particularly  to  oppose  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Farnsworth,] 
which  in  scope  and  spirit  favors  the  docti-iue 
of  allowing  the  purchase  and  registry  of  ships 
without  any  taxation.  Shall  we  allow  the  free 
importation  of  ready-built  vessels  and  at  the 
same  time  keep  up  the  highest  rates  of  duties 
upon  all  articles  which  go  into  the  construc- 
tion of  such  vessels?  Or,  in  other  words,  sb&li 
the  rich  be  enabled  to  buy,  while  the  poor 
shall  not  be  enabled  to  bnUd  ?  The  doctrine 
is  a  clear  and  palpable  discrimination  in  favor 
of  foreign  and  against  American  labor.  It  is 
an  invention  to  help  the  capitalist  and  to  crush 
out  the  business  of  the  shipwrights,  the  arti- 
sansy  and  laborers.  Labor,  mere  labor,  is  an 
immense  portion  of  the  value  of  a  ship.  While 
one  man  may  buy  or  own,  it  requires  hun- 
dreds of  intelligent  artisans  and  laborers  to 
construct  and  build,  and  the  business  of  sach 
building  supports  as  many  families  as  it  em- 
ploys persons  to  build. 

The  disasters  to  our  ship-building  and  com- 
merce have  been  on  this  floor  too  largely  im- 
puted to  the  ravues  of  the  Alabama  and 
kindred  cruisers.  The  loss  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  our  ships  during  the  late  war  would 
natnrally  have  encouraged  and  stimulated 
ship- building  afler  the  war  was  over  but  for 
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other  csDsea.  Sir,  the  great  weight  which  now 
oppresses  that  great  and  noble  enterprise  are 
toe  enormous  rates  of  tariff  now  imposed  npon 
all  the  imported  articles  which  enter  into  the 
constmction  of  vessels.  While  the  present 
rates  of  tiuiff  help  manafactares  of  all  other 
kinds,  it  harts  the  manufacture  of  ships.  Oar 
system  protects  labor  in  one  enterprise  and 
virtually  kills  it  in  another.  The  condition  of 
ship-buildinj^  in  Maine  is  well  exhibited  by  the 
picture  of  industry  on  the  river  St.  Croix, 
which  divides  the  eastern  boundary  of  my 
State  from  the  province  of  New  Brunswick. 
The  distance  of  a  stone's  throw  onlv  is  be* 
tween  us  and  them.  While  they  are  building 
a  goodly  number  of  vessels  we  are  buildinff 
none.  Not  the  sound  of  a  hammer  is  heara 
on  our  side  of  the  national  line ;  and  this  is 
because  they  can  have  all  the  building  mate- 
rials at  half  the  cost  to  us.  The  tarm— yes, 
sir,  the  tariff— however  necessary  and  benefi- 
cent in  its  general  bearings,  presses  with 
particular  misfortune  and  seventy  upon  the 
ship- building  of  Maine. 

What  shall  the  remedy  be  ?  Anything  will 
be  acceptable,  whether  drawbacks  npon  duties, 
or  subsidies^  or  whatever  else.  There  is  no  time 
now  for  a  discussion  upon  this  question ;  but 
my  own  opinion  is  that  the  most  reasonable  and 
the  fairest  mode  of  relieving  this  exceptional 
misfortune  arising  out  of  our  mode  and  rates 
of  taxation  will  be  a  remission  of  duties  now 
required  to  be  paid.  If  there  is  a  distress, 
then  remove  the  direct  cause  of  such  distress. 
If  there  is  a  hand  at  oar  throat,  it  is  no  time 
to  attempt  to  swallow  medicines  for  our  restora- 
tion, but  strike  off  the  hand  that  holds  us  down. 

I  oppose  the  free  importation  of  iron  ships 
because  I  would  oppose  the  free  importation 
of  those  built  of  wood.  Many  gentlemen  seem 
to  suppose  that  we  are  no  longer  to  have 
wooden  ships.  But,  sir,  they  luive  not  yet 
been,  and  never  will  be,  superseded  by  iron 
and  steam.  There  will  be  room  and  business 
for  both  kinds  of  structure:  but  the  one  enter- 
prise will  not  be  destroyea  by  the  other,  any 
more  than  labor  has  been  made  useless  by  the 
invention  and  use  of  machinery.  The  costly 
cargoes  which  must  be  expeditiously  carried 
will  to  a  large  extent  be  transported  by  steam. 
In  all  other  freights  the  iron  steamer  will  find 
a  formidable  competitor  in  the  craft  bailt  of 
wood.  A  wooden  vessel  propelled  by  use  of 
sails  can  in  this  countty  be  built  cheaper 
than  iron,  lives  much  longer,  can  be  fitted 
and  sailed  at  infinitely  less  cost,  can  carry 
kinds  of  cargoes  in  the  warmer  climates  which 
an  iron  vessel  cannot  toaoh,  and  in  other 
respects  have  superior  chances  for  success  in 
the  commerce  of  the  seas. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  shall  vote  for  an  increase 
of  this  subsidy /or 'carrying  the  transpacific 
mails  because  the  proposition  is  a  step  at  least 
toward  an  effort  n>r  the  revival  of  American 
shipping,  and  is  a  recognition  of  the  prayer 
that  something  should  be  done.  I  feel  justified 
in  it  for  the  same  reason  that  we  grant  draw- 
backs for  the  relief  of  Chicago  destroyed  by 
fire;  expend  money  for  the  encouragement 
of  manufiMstures ;  the  extension  of  education ; 
the  improvement  of  our  rivers  and  harbors ; 
and  for  all  the  great  national  internal  improve- 
ments whidi  have  already  made  our  country 
one  of  the  foremost  of  the  world.  I  recog- 
nize this  as  an  exceptional  case  needing  relief 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MB&RICK.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  motto 
of  my  State,  ^*  Increase  and  multiply,''  calls 
upon  me  in  its  just  interpretation  to  promote 
industry,  to  foster  agriculture,  to  favor  com- 
merce. Becogniring  fully  that  principle,  I 
am  in  favor  of  everything  which  tends  to 
develop  oommeroe  or  any  other  interest  of  the 
countrjr*  But  these  interests  must  be  pro- 
moted in  the  right  way.  They  must  be  pro- 
moted according  to  the  Constitution  and  laws, 
and  within  the  restraints  which  equal  justice 
sbonld  impose  upon  all.  I  recognize  that 
under  the  Constitution  the  proper  mode  of 


fostering  commerce  is  to  open  harbors,  to  re- 
move the  obstructions  in  rivers,  to  create 
breakwaters  where  they  are  necessary,  to  erect 
piers  where  commerce  requires  them.  But 
such  measures,  Mr.  Chairman,  are  to  my  mind 
entirely  different  from  a  proposition  to  ^rant 
sabsidies.  This  proposition  is  one  providing 
for  special  interests,  giving  special  patronaj^e, 
while  the  line  of  legitimate  protection  to  which 
I  have  alluded  scatters  benefits  idike  upon  all, 
as  the  rain  of  heaven  falls  alike  upon  the  just 
and  the  unjust 

Sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  no  hot-house  mode 
of  promoting  the  commerce  of  this  country. 
If  It  cannot  stand  by  its  own  energies,  let  it 
perish ;  that  should  be  the  sentiment  of  every 
American.  Let  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try develop  itself.  Sir,  the  commerce  of  the 
country  has  not  perished ;  it  never  will  perish. 
The  pretext  made  on  the  other  side  is  that 
our  Atlantic  commerce  has  perished,  that  the 
cross  of  St.  George  has  driven  the  stars  and 
stripes  from  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  that  we 
must  now  do  what  we  can  to  build  up  our 
commerce  on  the  Pacific.  That  very  argument 
is  the  reason  with  me  why  I  should  oppose 
this  subsidy.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  fleeing 
before  the  flag  of  St.  George.  I  would  turn 
back  and  meet  St.  George  upon  the  Atlantic 
ocean  and  fight  him  there  in  noble  and  jast 
competition. 

Mr.  DICKET.  Whatwould  he  fight  him  with? 

Mr.  MEBRICE.  I  would  fight  him  in  noble 
and  just  competition,  as  we  fought  him  before. 
We  fought  him  upon  the  Atlantic  in  1812,  and 
the  Gnerriere  went  down  before  the  Constitu- 
tion manned  by  generous  hearts ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  so  again  will  the  commerce  of  St 
George  go  down  before  the  stars  and  stripes 
when  we  meet  it  in  equal  competition  upon  the 
Atlantic 

Let  us  meet  the  commerce  of  Great  Britain 
fairly,  according  to  the  true  laws  of  trade. 
Let  us  have  no  mercenary  commerce.  Sooner 
than  have  a  mercenary  commercial  nation,  let 
us  not  have  a  commercial  natiqp  at  all.  If  we 
have  fallen  into  such  poor  repote  as  that  we 
require  a  subsidy  of  $500,000  a  year  to  main- 
tain our  commerce  before  the  world,  then  let 
us  reject  that  subsidy.  The  moment  that  deg- 
radation is  seen,  there  is  sense,  manhood, 
energy  enough  in  the  American  heart  to  apply 
the  proper  remedy.    I  am  in  favor  of  an  ap- 

Eropriation  for  the  commerce  of  this  country, 
ut  I  am  not  in  fitivor  of  promoting  the  com- 
merce of  this  country  b^  anv  hireling  meas- 
ures, any  special  fikvors  like  this. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MOOBB.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  whether  he  would  be 
in  favor  of  reducing  the  tariff  on  coal? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman's  time 
has  expired. 

Mr.  CARROLL.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  discussion  has  wandered  wido 
of  the  real  queetion  before  the  House.  This 
appropriation  is  in  no  just  or  proper  sense  a 
subsidy.  What  are  the  facts?  Some  years  ago, 
after  the  expenditure  of  millions  of  dollars, 
a  direct  railroad  oommunication  between  the 
Atlantic  and  the  Pacific  oceans  for  the  trans- 
portation both  of  passengers  and  the  mails  was 
completed.  It  became  necessary  then  to  securo 
one  of  the  main  objects  of  building  the  rail- 
road to  estid>lish  a  direct  line  of  communica- 
tion by  steamer  between  San  Francisco  and 
China  and  Japan.  The  Government  for  that 
purpose  entered  into  a  contract  with  this  steam- 
ship company  to  carry  the  mails  between  San 
Francisco,  China,  and  Ji^an  once  a  month, 
for  $600,000  a  year.  That  was  the  first  and 
is  now  the  only  direct  line  of  communication 
between  these  places,  and  is  traversed  in  two 
weeks  less  time  than  any  other.  Afler  a  trial 
of  nearly  four  years  it  has  proved  so  advanta- 
geous that  it  is  now  proposed  to  increase  the 
facilities  of  this  communication  and  have  the 
mails  carried  semi-monthly  instead  of  monthly 
over  this  the  most  direct  and  the  shortest  line. 


and  the  amendment  is  to  double  the  appro- 
priation for  this  proposed  increase  of  the  mail 
service  on  that  line.  It  will  incidentally  greatly 
facilitate  and  increase  travel  and  commerce, 
but  it  cannot  for  that  reason  be  legitimately 
called  a  subsidy.  On  how  many  mail  routes 
in  the  country  under  the  contracts  with  the 
Government  are  the  mails  required  to  be  carried 
by  four-horse  stage-coacher  when  they  could 
be  carried  by  a  sinele  horse.  This  is  done  to 
facilitate  the  travel  and  open  communication 
through  the  country.  Will  the  opponents  of 
this  amendment  call  that  subsidizing  stage- 
coaches? 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  hour  of  four  o'clock 
having  arrived,  all  debate  is  now  terminated 
by  order  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  move  that  the  committee  do 
now  rise.  There  are  half  a  dozen  men  on 
this  side  who  want  to  speak. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  does  not  want,  of  course,  that 
the  House  shall  act  in  bad  faith.  It  was  the 
clear  and  plain  understanding  in  the  House 
this  morning  that  the  vote  should  be  taken  at 
four  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  was  in  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  at  the  time. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  was  the 
understanding  clearly  expressed. 

Mr.  BEOlC  That  being  so,  then  I  withdraw 
the  motion  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  question  is  on 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  C&ocKER,]  which  will  be  read 
by  the  Clerk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provided,  In  tbo  event  of  war  the  vessels  of  the 
line  may  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  United  States 
GovemmenU  for  the  exolosive  use  and  service  of 
the  United  States*  subject,  however,  to  such  remun- 
eration and  pay  for  the  same  as  said  Qovemment 
shall  deem  Just  and  equitable. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  have  an  addition  to  tho 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Crocker,]  which,  I  be- 
lieve,  is  satisfactory  to  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  CROCKER.  I  have  seen  the  addition 
proposed  by  the  sentleman  from  Cslifomia, 
[Mr.  Sarqent,]  and  agree  to  modify  my  amend- 
ment accordingly. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Crocker,]  as  modified  at  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentleman  from  California,  [Mr. 
Sargent.] 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provided,  In  the  event  of  war  tho  vessels  of  the 
line  may  be  taken  poosession  of  by  the  United  States 
Goverament  for  the  exolosive  use  and  tervioe  of  the 
United  States,  sabieQt»  however,  to  saeh  remunera- 
tion and  pay  for  the  same  as  shall  be  acreed  upon  by 
two  appnisers  to  be  appointed,  one  oy  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  and  one  by  the  contract- 
ors, and  in  case  of  disagreement,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  to  appoint  an  umpire,  who  shall 
fix  the  value. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to — ayes  90,  noes  56. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  recurs 
on  the  substitute  of  tho  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Farnsworth]  for  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Cok- 
GCR,]  as  now  amended  by  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Crocker.] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Let  the  paragraph 
be  reported  as  it  will  read  if  my  substitute  be 
adopted,  as  now  amended. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  steamship  service  between  San  Francisco, 
Japan,  and  China.  ttOO,000:  Provtdsd,  That  tho 
steamship  company  shall  perform  the  serrioe  serai- 
monthly,  and  ma7  perform  the  said  service  in  ships  of 
foreign  construction:  And  provided  A^Hker.  In  the 
event  of  war  the  vessels  of  the  line  may  be  taken  pos- 
session of  by  the  United  States  Government  for  the 
exclusive  use  and  service  of  the  United  States,  sub- 
ject, however,  to  such  remuneration  and  pay  for  the 
same  as  shall  be  agreed  npon  by  two  appraisers  to 
bo  appointed,  one  by  the  Preeident  of  the  United 
States,  and  one  by  the  contractors,  and  in  case  of 
disagreement  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
appoint  an  umpire,  who  shall  fix  Hie  value. 
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The  question  being  takea  oa  Mr.  Farks- 
wortb's  amendment,  there  were — ayes  60, 
uoea  91. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Farnsworth 
and  Mr.  Conobr  were  appointed. 

The  committee  again  divided ;  and  the  tell- 
ers reported — ajes  68,  noes  95. 

So  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Farns- 
worth was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Conobr' s 
amendment. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  to  amend 
that  amendment  by  adding  the  following  addi- 
tional proviso : 

And  provided  further,  Tbatsaidlineof  ateamBhips 
shall  carry  the  United  Statee  mail  without  farther 
compensation  than  this  subsidy. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man  to  substitute  the  word  **  appropriation" 
for  the  word  **  subsidy.*' 

Mr.  FARNS  WQRTH.  I  accept  that  modi- 
fication. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Farns- 
worth's  amendment,  as  modified,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  recurs 
on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Conger,]  as  amended.  It 
will  be  again  reported  as  amended. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

After  the  word  "China."  strike  out  "$500,000" 
and  insert  the  foUowinx: 

Ono  million  dollars:  Provided,  That  the  steam- 
ship eom|>any  shall  perform  said  service  semi- 
monthly in  ships  of  American  oonstrootion :  And 
provided  further.  In  the  event  of  war.  the  vessels 
of  the  lino  may  be  taken  possession  of  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  Government,  for  the  exclusive  use  and 
sorvioe  of  the  United  States,  subject,  however,  to 
such  remuneration  and  pay  for  the  same  as  shall 
be  agreed  upon  by  two  appraisers  to  be  appointed, 
one  oy  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  one 
by  the  contractors,  and  in  cose  of  disa^rrecment  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  appoint  an  umpire 
who  shall  fix  the  value :  And  provided  further.  ThAi 
said  line  of  steamships  shall  carry  the  United  States 
mail  without  other  compensation  than  this  appro- 
priiaitioD. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  would  like  to  ask  whether 
we  make  any  other  compensation  now  than  this 
appropriation ;  whether  this  line  does  not  carry 
the  mail  free  for  $500,000? 

Mr.  SARGENT.     Certainly,  they  do. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Then  of  what  use  is  this 
proviso  ? 

Mr.  SARGENT.    Of  none  at  all. 

The  question  being  taken  ou  Mr.  Conger's 
amendment,  as  amended,  there  were — ^ayes  88, 
noes  84. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered  j  and  Mr.  Kerr  and 
Mr.  CoNOER  were  appointed. 

The  committee  again  divided ;  and  the  tell- 
ers reported — ayes  87,  noes  92. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  offer  what  I 
send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  as  a  new  section  to 
the  bill. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

8x0.  — .  That  it  shall  hereafter  be  unlawful  for 
any  person  who  has  held  an  office  in  any  executive 
Department  of  the  Government,  to  which  ho  was 
appointed  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  to  act  as  attorney,  solicitor,  or  a^ent  in  the 
prosecution  of  any  claim  against  the  United  Statee 
in  such  Department  within  two  years  after  the  date 
at  which  ho  ceased  to  be  such  officer;  and  it  is 
hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  heads  of  the  several 
Executive  Departments  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  this  section. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  yield  to  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Upson]  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  my  amendment. 

Mr.  UPSON.  I  offer  the  following  as  a 
substitute  for  the  amendment  of  my  col- 
league. 

That  if  any  person  who  has  held  on  office  in  any 
executive  Department  of  the  Qovernment,  to  which 
he  was  appointed  by  and  with  the  advioe  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  shall  act  as  attorney,  solicitor, 
or  Agent  in  the  prosecution  of  any  claim  against  the 
United  States  in  such  Department  within  two  years 
after  the  date  at  which  he  ceased  to  be  such  officer, 
he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and 
on  conviction  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  thereof,  shall  pay  a  fine  not  exceed^ 


ing  $5,000,  or  be  imprisoned  in  the  penitentiary  not 
exceeding  one  year,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

This  amendment  provides  a  penalty  for  a 
violation  of  the  law.  If  the  amendment  of  my 
colleague  is  to  be  adopted,  it  seems  to  me  some 
means  should  be  provided  for  enforcing  the 
law. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  do  not  desire  to  object  to 
the  amendment,  but  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  to  a  defect  in  its 
phraseology.  If  those  words,  ''appointed  by 
the  President,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,"  be  retained,  it  will 
permit  every  person  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, but  not  confirmed  by  the  Senate,  to  do 
what  is  prohibited,  and  that  would  be  the 
class  of  officers  who  would  be  likely  to  be 
most  unscrupulous.  It  also  would  not  apply 
to  a  very  large  class  of  subordinate  officers. 
I  would  sngpest  that  he  insert  after  the  words 
*'  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate' '  the  words  ' '  or  whose  compensation  is 
at  the  rate  of  more  than  $1,600  per  annum. " 

Mr.  DICKEY.    Oh,  I  object  to  that 

Mr.  UPSON.  With  the  consent  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  will  modify  my  amendment  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  ''  appointed  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate." 

Mr.  MATNARD.  I  move  that  the  com- 
mittee do  now  rise. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Oh,  no ;  let  us 
finish  this  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Matnard's 
motion ;  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Upson's 
amendment ;  and  there  were — ayes  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  bow  move  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  inserting  after  the  words 
*^  appointed  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate"  the  words  ''or  who  has 
been  a  member  of  Congress;"  and  also  by  in- 
serting the  words  ''  or  such  member  of  Con- 
gress" after  tl^e  words  *'  such  officers." 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order, 
and  it  is  that  this  amendment  having  been 
adopted,  it  is  now  too  late  to  amend  it 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  may  be  amended  by 
adding  to  it 

Mr.  HOAR.  The  motion  is  not  to  add,  but 
to  insert  some  words  between  other  words  in 
the  amendment ;  but  my  point  of  order  is, 
that  this  is  independent  legislation,  and  is  out 
of  order  on  that  ground. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  point  of  order  is 
well  taken. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Why,  cannot  you 
amend  a  matter  of  independent  legislation 
which  has  been  admitted  here? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  rales  that 
this,  being  independent  legislation,  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Why.  we  have  just 
amended  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  point  of 
order  was  not  made  upon  that  aqiendment 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  pentleman 
from  Illinois  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
Chair? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  do  not  understand 
that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  has  been  adopted  yet 

The  CHAIRMAN .  It  has  been  adopted  by 
a  substitute.  Does  the  |^ntleman  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  ? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  do  not  noderstand 
what  the  decision  of  the  Chair  is.  Does  he 
decide  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  cannot  be  amended  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  is  not  the  decis- 
ion of  the  Chair.  The  decision  of  the  Chair 
is  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  involves  independent  legislation,  and 
therefore  is  not  in  oraer. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  original  prop- 
osition was  independent  legislation* 


The  CHAIRMAN.  That  was  admitted  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rules  on  motion  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Qabfieu).] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  beg  pardon  of  the 
Chair ;  the  amendment  just  adopted  was  not 
admitted  under  a  suspension  of  the  znlea. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  original  amend- 
ment was  admitted  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rales,  and  a  substitute  for  it  was  offered,  and 
no  objection  made  to  it.  Does  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  FARirBWORTH]  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair? 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Most  certainly  I  do. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is.  Shall 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

Mr.  DAWES.  Has  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Upsov] 
been  adopted? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  has  been. 

Mr.  DAWES.  And  the  amendment  now 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Farkbworth]  is  a  new  and  independent 
amendment? 

The  CHAIRMAN.    It  is. 

Mr.  DAWES.  And  is  to  be  ^vemed  by 
the  rales  which  apply  to  new  and  independent 
lenslatiou  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  so  rules. 
The  Clerk  will  read  the  rule  of  the  House 
applicable  to  this  subject 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

**Bo  far  M  proposed  amendments  are  oonoemed.  the 
oarrent  of  decisions  in  Oommittees  of  the  Whole  hu 
been  to  exclude  not  only  all  appropriations  not  pre- 
viously authorised  by  law,  (with  tho  exceptions  con- 
tained in  the  rule,)  but  also  all  independent  legisla- 
tion." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  will  stat^  the 
position  of  the  question  as  he  understands  it. 
On  Monday  last  the  rules  were  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  admitting  an  amendment  to  this 
bill  which  was  offered  this  afternoon  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
[Mr.  Garfield.]  When  that  amendment  was 
offered,  his  colleague  [Mr.  Ufson]  offered  a 
substitute  for  it,  which  was  received  without 
any  objection  and  adopted.  The  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Farnsworth]  now  proposes 
to  amend  that  substitute  in  sadi  a  way  as,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  Chair,  to  involve  inde- 
pendent legislation,  and  therefore  the  Chair 
■I  rules  it  not  in  order  under  the  rule  just  read 
by  the  Clerk.  From  that  decision  of  the  Chair 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  takes  an  appeal. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  did  not  so  under- 
stand the  position  of  the  question.  I  sup- 
posed, and  I  think  nearly  all  the  members  of 
this  committee  supposed,  that  we  were  voting 
upon  an  amendment  to  the  amendment ;  and 
that  we  were  not  voting  upon  the  amendment 
as  amended.  I  am  sure  the  members  of  this 
committee  would  not  consent  to  make  it  a 
penitentiary  offense  for  a  man  who  has  been 
m  a  Department  to  practice  his  profession 
before  that  Department. 

Mr.  DICE£Y.     I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  It  is  a  retroactive 
law,  an  absurdity,  which  I  am  certain  gentle- 
men did  not  contexnplate. 

Mr.  DICKEY.     I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  ask  consent  to 
move  an  amendment  to  place  members  of  Con- 
gress on  the  same  footing  as  clerks  of  Depart- 
ments in  respect  to  practicing  their  profes- 
sion. 

Mr.  DICKEY.    I  obiect. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is,  Shall 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  this  Committee  of  the  Whole? 

The  questioawas  taken ;  and  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  was  sustained. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  move  that  the  committee 
now  rise  and  report  this  bill  with  amendments 
to  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

So  the  committee  rose;  and  the  Speaker 
having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Wheeler 
reported  that  pursuant  to  the  order  of  the 
House  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1847 


state  of  the  Union  had  had  vnder  consider- 
ation the  state  of  the  Union  generally,  and 
especiallj  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1070)  making 
appropriations  for  the  senrice  of  the  Post 
Office  Depaxtaaent  for  the  year  ending  June 
30,  1878,  and  had  directed  him  to  report  the 
same  to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  PALMER.  I  now  move  the  previous 
qnesUon  upon  the  bill  and  amendments. 

The  previoQs  qnestion  was  seconded  and 
the  main  onestion  ordered. 

The  SPBAKSB.  If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  will  be  agreed  to,  except  such  as  mem- 
bers mt^y  demand  a  separate  vote  upon. 

No  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  FARN8W0RTH.  I  call  for  a  sepa- 
rate vote  open  the  last  amendment  made  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  regard  to  persons 
who  have  been  clerks  of  Departments  prac- 
tictne  as  attorneys  before  the  Departments. 
And  Defore  the  vote  is  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment I  ask  the  gentleman  who  has  charge  of 
this  bill  to  allow  me  to  move  an  amendment 
to  it. 

The  8PBAKBR.  That  will  require  nnan* 
imous  consent,  unless  the  previous  question 
shall  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  UPSON.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
amendment  on  which  a  separate  rote  is  asked 
by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sbc.  — .  That  if  any  person  who  has  hold  an  office 
in  any  exeoutive  department  of  the  Gtovemment  to 
whioh  he  was  appointed  shall  act  as  attorney,  soli- 
citor, or  agent  in  the  prosecution  of  any  claim  against 
the  United  States  in  said  department,  within  two 
years  after  the  date  at  which  he  ceased  to  be  such 
offioer,  be  shall  be  deemed  suilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and,  on  conviction  in  any  court  of  the  United  States 
hanng  inrisdietion  thereof,  shall  pay  a  fine  not  ex- 
oeeding  $5,000  or  be  imprisoned  in  the  penitentiary 
not  exceeding  one  year,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Upbon]  to  consent 
to  an  amendment  which  I  nropose,  to  insert 
the  words  '*or  now  holds  ^  after  the  words 
**  who  has  held.'*  That  is  necessary  to  accom- 
plish the  purpose  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  object  to  any 
amendment  unless  mine  can  be  offered. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment by  a  viva  voce  vote,  and  the  Speaker 
announced  that  the  ayes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  there  were  nine  in  the 
affirmative ;  not  one  fifth  of  the  last  vote. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  call  for  tellers  on 
the  veaa  and  nays. 

The  Question  was  taken  upon  ordering  tell- 
ers, ana  there  were  twelve  in  the  affirmative ; 
not  one  fifth  of  a  quorum. 

So  tellers  were  not  ordered,  and  the  yeas 
and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  M AYN  ARD.  I  call  for  a  vote  by  divis- 
ion upon  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Is  it  not  too 
late  to  call  for  a  division  7 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 

The  question  was  taken  by  a  division ;  and 
there  were — ayes  97,  noes  16;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Farnsworth 
and  Mr.  Upsok  were  appointed. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  that  the 
House  now  adiourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  cannot 
stop  on  his  way  to  serve  as  a  teller  to  move 
that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Then  I  ask  to  be 
excused  from  serving  as  a  teller. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Matvard,  will  act  as  teller  in 
the  place  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  now  move  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

The  SFBAl^R.'   The  House  is  in  the  act  II 


of  dividing,  and  the  Chair  cannot  entertain 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman.     [Laughter.] 

The  House  divided ;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  101,  noes  80. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PALMER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that 
the  House  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  accordingly 
(at  four  o'clock  and  fifty-five  minutes  p.  m.) 
the  House  adjourned. 

PKTITI0N8,  BTG. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  ARCHER :  The  petition  of  Dr.  W. 
H.  Clendennin,  of  Mary  land,  praying  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  bureau  of  vaccination,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

By  Mr.  BANKS:  The  memorial  of  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Trade  of  Philadelphia,  asking 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  oa  the  part 
of  the  United  States  to  act  with  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  Dominion  of  Canada  to  con- 
sider and  negotiate  a  treaty  of  reciprocal  trade 
between  the  Domioion  of  Canada  and  the 
United  States. 

By  Mr.  COX:  The  petition  of  D.  Klein, 
of  98  Canal  street.  New  York  city,  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  DUELL:  The  petition  of  J.  P. 
Haskins,  Richard  H.  Parker,  W.  T.  Hamilton, 
and  78  others,  citizens  of  Onondaga  county, 
New  York,  protesting  against  the  reduction 
of  the  duties  upon  foreign  salt,  and  setting 
forth  that  the  incidental  protection  afforded  to 
the  domestic  manufacturers  of  salt  during  the 
last  ten  years  has  furnished  the  people  with 
an  article  equal  to  the  best  in  the  world,  and 
at  more  uniform  and  reasonable  prices  than 
would  have  ruled  bad  they  been  dependent 
upon  foreign  supplies. 

By  Mr.  EAMES:  The  memorial  of  the  Colt's 
Patent  Fire-Arms  Manufacturing  Company, 
the  Sharp's  Rifle  Manufacturing  Comply,  the 
Ames  Manufiictnrinc  Company,  the  Providence 
Tool  Company,  and  others,  in  relation  to  the 
manufacture  of  fire-arms  by  the  Government. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Winchester  Arms 
Company,  the  Whitney  Arms  Company,  and 
others,  in  relation  to  the  manufacture  of  fire- 
arms by  the  Government. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Union  Metallic 
Cartridge  Company  and  others,  in  relation 
to  the  manufacture  of  fire- arms  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

By  Mr.  HILL :  The  memorial  and  resolu- 
tions of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  of 
New  Jersey,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law 
equalizing  bounties. 

•  By  Mr.  KELLOGG:  The  petition  of  the  Colt 
Fire-Arms  Manufacturing  Company  and  others, 
against  the  manufacture  of  arms  for  sale  by 
the  United  States,  Ac. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Jay  E.  Russell  and 
others,  for  a  light-house  at  Branford  harbor, 
Connecticut. 

Also,  the  petition  of  H.  Trowbrid^  &  Sons 
and  others,  of  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  for  a 
light-house  at  Branford  harbor,  Connecticut. 

By  Mr.  KILLINGER ;  The  petition  of  J. 
A.  Huntzenger,  James  K.  Helms,  and  200 
others,  citizens  of  Schuylkill  county,  Penn- 
svlvania,  who  were  in  the  military  service  of 
the  countrjr,  praying  legislation  to  give  all 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  served  lion- 
orably  and  were  discharged  afler  such  service, 
and  their  heirs,  if  deceased,  $8  38j|  per  month 
for  the  time  served,  deducting  Government 
bounty  heretofore  paid. 


Also,  a  memorial  from  the  same  citizens  and 
soldiers,  requesting  that  soldiers  and  sailors 
may  be  allowed  to  enter  public  land  without 
settlement  and  cultivation. 

By  Mr.  LOWE:  The  petition  of  M.  H. 
Dorsham  and  others,  to  preserve  inviolate  the 
guarantees  of  religious  liberty  contained  in  the 
Constitution  and  protesting  against  any  amend  - 
ment  tending  to  impair  tha  same. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Samuel  Dyer  and  others, 
for  protection  in  their  homes  and  settlements 
made  in  the  Indian  country  west  of  the  ninety- 
sixth  meridian. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND:  The  petition  of 
J.  B.  Shallenberger  and  41  others,  honorably 
discharged  soldiers,  citizens  of  Washington 
county,  Pennsylvania,  prating  the  passage  of 
a  law  granting  a  warrant  for  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  such  public  lands  as  are  subject 
to  sale  or  entry  under  the  provisions  of  the 
homestead  law,  to  all  honorably  discharged 
soldiers  who  served  for  ninety  days  or  upward. 

By  Mr.  McGREW:  The  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  Morgan  town,  West  Vir- 
j;inia,  on  the  subject  of  an  appropriation  to 
improve  the  Mouongahela  river. 

By  Mr.  MONROE :  The  petition  of  F. 
Arnold  and  many  others,  citizens  of  Lorain 
county,  Ohio,  asking  Congress  not  to  propose 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  violative 
of  the  principles  of  religious  liberty. 

By  Mr.  NIBLACK :  The  memorial  of  Clark 
&  Brothers,  and  21  others,  citizens  of  Cannel- 
ton,  Indiana,  remonstrating  against  the  pro- 
posed reduction  of  tariff  duties  on  earthen- 
ware, stone- ware,  clay  pipes,  and  other  similar 
articles 

By  Mr.  PACKARD  :  The  petition  of  many 
soldiers  ofthe  late  volunteer  army,  and  citi- 
zens residing  iu  Marshall  and  Fnlton  counties, 
Indiana,  asking  the  equalization  of  bounties, 
and  other  relief. 

By  Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS  :  The  petition  of 
bee-keepei*s,  assembled  in  the  annual  meeting 
ofthe  Northeastern  Bee -Keepers'  Association, 
agunst  the  extension  of  the  patent  of  L.  C. 
I^ngstroth  on  movable  comb- hives. 

By  Mr.  THOMAS:  The  petition  H.  T. 
Grainger  and  others,  citizens  of  North  Caru- 
lina,  asking  an  appropriation  for  the  removal 
of  obstructions  from  the  Neuse  river  in  said 
State. 

By  Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York :  The 
petition  of  J.  and  H.  Briggs  and  others,  for  a 
fight* house  on  Block  Island. 

By  Mr.  WHlTTflORNE :  The  petition  of 
Isaac  Ivy,  of  Williamson  county,  and  James 
T.  Dunlap,  of  Davidson  county,  Tennessee, 
for  the  removal  of  their  political  disabilities. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  March  21,  1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  G.  W.  Zhahisbb,  of  Hunt- 
ingdon, Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  move  to  dispense  with  the 
reading  of  the  Journal  this  morning,  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  to  take  up  the  supplement 
to  tne  Texas  Pacihc  railroad  bill,  which  I  had 
up  a  few  days  ago. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  not 
attempt  to  take  up  uat  bill  this  morning.  I 
desire  time  to  examine  it. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  hope  we  shall  proceed 
with  the  morning  business. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  shall  not  object,  of  coarse, 
to  the  morning  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
California  stated  that  he  desired  to  look  into 
the  bill,  as  the  Chair  understood.  Did  the 
Chair  understand  him  correctly? 

Mr.  COLE.    Yes,  sir.. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  ia 
made,  and  Uie  bill  will  lie  over. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  ask  permission  to  call, 
up  Senate  bill  No.  848,  after  the  morning 
business  ia  through. 
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Tbe  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Minnesota? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  unanimons  consent  is 
giYen  to  take  up  a  bill  now,  I  hope  Senators 
will  all  understand  that  I  shall  insist  on  the 
regular  order  atone  o'clock,  and  they  mnst  not 
asK  me  to  yield. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Minnesota? 

Mr.  BATARD.  I  wish  to  suggest  that  bills 
like  that  proposed  to  be  taken  up  by  my  friend 
from  Minnesota  are  in  what  may  be  called  the 
regular  course  of  legislation,  but  there  are 
resolutions  and  motions  for  which  days  cannot 
be  fixed,  and  which  cannot  well  be  placed  on 
the  Calendar  for  consideration.  Some  two 
weeks  ago  I  presented  a  resolution  of  inquiry 
to  the  Senate  which  was  for  one  reason  or 
another  objected  to  at  the  time,  and  I  have 
desired  ever  since  to  have  it  called  up.  It  is 
not  a  matter  as  it  now  stands  which  I  wish  to 
press  for  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
Senate;  but  having  introduced  the  resolution  I 
desire  to  sava  few  words  explanatory  of  it,  and 
state  how  the  object  has  been  satisfied  throueh 
a  difl^rent  channel.  For  that  reason  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  whether 
there  is  not  during  the  morning  hour  a  pref- 
erence, after  tbe  regular  business  has  been 
gone  through,  to  be  given  to  measures  of  that 
class  over  measures  of  the  usual  class  of 
legislation  which  can  be  met  in  the  ordinary 
way  by  placing  them  on  the  Calendar  of  busi- 
ness? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Delaware  that  when 
committees  report  bills  they  go  upon  the  Cal- 
endar unless  they  are  considered  at  once  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  when  Senators  offer 
resolutions  they  pass  upon  the  Calendar  unless 
they  are  considered  by  unanimous  consent. 
Afler  tbe  morning  business  has  concluded, 
from  that  time  until  one  o'clock  a  motion  is  in 
order,  to  be  adopted  by  a  majority  vote,  to 
take  up  either  a  bill  or  resolution  which  has 
been  laid  over  under  the  rule  which  requires 
reports  of  committees  and  resolatlons  both  to 
lie  over  one  day  for  consideration.  Does  the 
Senator  object  to  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Minnesota? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  do  not  wish  to  object  to 
anything  that  will  facilitate  the  wishes  of  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota.  We  all  desire  to 
have  measures  not  open  to  contest  passed 
quietly  in  the  morning  hour  when  they  do  not 
lead  to  discussion  and  do  not  need  discussion. 
I  have  made  these  comments  for  the  purpose 
of  indicating  a  wish  to  9all  up  the  resolution 
to  which  I  have  allndedi  which  I  think  ought 
to  receive  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  will 
regard  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware as  indicative  of  his  desire  in  some  future 
morning  hour  to  call  up  the  resolution  to 
which  he  has  alluded.  The  Senator  from 
Minnesota  has  asked,  however,  the  reading 
of  the  Journal  being  dispensed  with,  permis- 
sion to  call  up  a  bill,  giving  way  to  the  morn- 
ing business.  Is  there  objection  to  the  prop- 
osition ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    What  is  the  bill? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  It  is  the  bill  (8.  No.  848) 
to  provide  for  the  irrigation  of  the  Bear  river 
valley,  in  Utah  Territory. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  cannot  get  through 
with  that  bill  this  morning. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  ObjecUon  is 
made,  and  the  presentation  of  petitions  and 
memorials  is  now  in  order. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ijreaent  resolutions  of 
the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Buffalo,  in 
the  nature  of  a  protest  against  the  passivge  of 
the  bill  entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  sell  or  leaso  certain  swamp  or  low- 


lands belonging  to  the  Government  lying  on 
the  Niagara  river  and  Lake  Erie.'*  The  bill 
referred  to  in  these  resolutions  of  the  common 
council  of  Buffalo  has  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  has  been  refiarred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  of  the  Senate.  I 
move,  therefore,  that  this  remonstrance  be 
referred  to  that  committee. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up 
the  bill  No.  447,  with  reference  to  the  home- 
steads of  honorably  discharged  soldiers,  which 
I  called  up  a  few  days  ago,  and  which  was 
then  laid  over. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unan- 
imous consent  to  take  up  the  bill  at  this  time. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  sorry  to  be  offen- 
sive, and  I  am  sur«  I  am  not,  but  I  think  the 
true  way  is  for  us  to  go  through  with  the  morn- 
ing business,  and  then  when  gentlemen  are  in 
order  let  them  be  recognized  and  make  their 
motions  to  take  up  bills. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  present  a  memorial  of 
numerous  workmen,  citizens  of  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  who  remonstrate  a^^st  a  change  of 
the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or  abolishing 
duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  successfully 
produced  in  this  country.    They  say : 

"We  are  advifled  and  believe  that  such  action 
will  be  urged  upon  your  honorable  bodies  by  the 
English  eapitalists  who  maintain  the  Free-Trade 
Lewae.  \Ve  respeotfally  pray  for  the  repeal  of 
all  duties  apon  tea,  coffee,  and  such  other  articles 
of  necessitv  or  comfort  as  cannot  be  produced  in 
the  United  States;  and  we  further  pray  that  as 
representatives  of  the  American  people  yon  will 
take  care  that  duties  shall  be  so  acUusted  as  to 
encourage  and  defend  every  home  industry,  and  to 
foster  the  honor  and  interests  of  the  American 
laborer." 

I  move  that  this  memorial  lie  on  the  table, 
as  the  Committee  on  finance  have  acted. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OSBORN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
common  council  of  the  city  of  Jacksonville, 
Florida,  praying  an  appropriation  to  build 
a  court-house,  post  office,  custom-house,  and 
internal  revenue  office  in  that  city ;  whica  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  two  memorials  of 
citizens  of  New  York  city,  New  York,  remon- 
strating against  the  proposed  reduction  of  the 
duty  on  earthenware  and  stoneware ;  also 
praying  the  enactment  of  a  law  imposing  a 
specific  duty  of  seven  dollars  per  ton  on  all 
foreign  earthenware,  stoneware,  clay  drain  or 
sewer-pipes,  and  chimney-flues,  and  a  dutv  of 
nine  dollars  fter  ton  on  the  bends,  branches, 
and  other  fittings  of  such  pipes  and  flues,  and 
a  duty  of  ten  dollars  i>er  ton  on  all  foreign 
clay  chimney-tops*;  which  were  ordered  to  Be 
on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  two  petitions  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  praying  the  enactment  of  a 
law  for  the  equalization  of  bounties^  allowing 
$8  83^  per  month  for  the  time  of  service  to 
all  soldiers ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CORBETT  presented  three  memorials 
of  citizens  of  Oregon,  remonstrating  against 
the  renewal  of  the  patent  heretofore  granted 
to  Jonathan  Haines,  of  the  State  of  Illinois, 
for  improvements  on  the  harvesting-machine 
known  as  the  Haines  Illinois  harvester ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland,  presented 
a  petition  of  citizens  of  Maryland  and  Penn- 
sylvania, praying  that  an  increase  of  pension 
may  be  granted  to  James  B.  McLaughlin,  of 
Hagerstown  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  yesterday  morning  I  stated 
that  I  should  ask  this  mornins  that  a  purely 
local  bill  in  relation  to  Harper's  Perry  be  taken 
up.  I  have  a  petition  from  a  number  of  citizens 
of  Harper's  Ferry,  Jefferson  county.  West 
Virginia,  asking  for  the  passage  of  Senate  bill 
No.  67  for  the  relief  of  the  purchasers  of  lots 


and  hoQses,  aad  lofts  sold  by  Tirtoe  of  an  act 
of  Congress  entitled  '*An  act  providing  for 
the  sale  of  the  lands,  tenementoy  and  wster 
privileges  belonging  to  the  Uniied  States  at 
and  near  Harper's  Ferry,  in  the  county  of 
Jefferson,  WesI  Virginia,''  approved  Decem- 
ber 16,  1866.  My  oolleagne  is  now  in  his  seat 
It  is  a  purely  local  bill,  and  I  wish  to  nsove  an 
amendment  that  he  desires  to  it,  to  which  there 
is  no  objection,  and  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  call  it  up. 

The  VICE  PRfiSIDSNT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  and  the  Senator  firom  Minnesota 
have  both  insisted  on  the  maming  bneinecs 
going  through  regularly.  That  objection  will 
apply  to  this  proposition,  certainly. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  will  with- 
draw the  petition  until  I  can  call  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Land  Reform  Association,  in  favor  of  the  pas- 
sage  of  the  bill  now  before  the  Senate,  which 
provides  for  the  protection  of  settlers  apon 
the  public  lands ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  petition  of 
citieens  of  OhiO}  late  soldiers  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  praying  legislation  to  give 
all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  served 
honorably  and  were  discharged  after  such  ser- 
vice, and  their  heirs,  if  deceased,  $8  88}  per 
month  for  the  time  served,  deducting  Govern- 
ment bounty  heretofore  paid ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Clark 
Hall,  of  Ohio,  praying  arrears  of  penmon ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Ohio,  soldiers  in  the  late  war,  in  favor  of  a 
law  granting  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  to  all  honorably  discharged  soldiers  aad 
sailors,  and  the  heirs  of  those  who  are  dead ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  late  soldiers  of  tJbe  Army 
of  the  United  States,  praying  Congress  to  pass 
an  act  giving  to  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and 
marines  who  had  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States  $8  83}  per  month  for  the 
entire  time  served,  deducting  all  Government 
bounty  heretofore  paid ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affiurs. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Michigan,  late  soldiers  of 
the  United  States  Army,  prajdng  the  passage 
of  a  law  at  an  early  day  making  an  equitable 
equalization  of  the  bounties  of  all  soldiers, 
sailors,  and  marines,  who  served  honorably  and 
faithfully  during  any  period  of  the  war ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  present  two  petitions 
numerously  signed  by  citizens  of  Connecti- 
cut, late  soldiers  in  the  Army,  asking  the 
f>assage  of  the  bill  modifying  the  homestead 
aw,  now  on  the  table,  which  was  moved  a 
few  moments  ago  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
on  my  lefl,  [Mr.  Looak,]  and  which  has  been 
so  numerously  petitioned  for. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  petitions 
will  lie  on  the  table,  as  that  bill  is  now  on  the 
Calendar. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  presented  two  petitions 
of  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  late  soldiers 
of  the  United  States  Army,  praying  Congress 
to  pass  an  act  granting  to  all  soldiers,  sauora, 
and  marines,  who  enlisted  in  the  aervioe  of  the 
United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the  late 
rebellion,  and  who  have  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, and  to  the  heirs  of  those  that  are 
deceased,  $8  33^  per  month  for  the  tiaic 
served,  deducting  therefrom  all  Government 
bounty  heretofore  received  by  them;  whiea 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  directed  bv  the 
Committee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1196)  granting  a  pension 
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to  Mrs.  Jane  Dttkn^)  who  is  •  widow  of  a 
retired  officer  of  mannes.  to  report  adversely 
upon  it,  on  ike  ground  tnat  it  falls  within  a 
large  class  of  cases  to  which  the  law  has  not 
been  extended,  and  therefore  whatever  its 
individual  merit  it  is  improper  to  pass  it. 

The  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  £DMD£fDS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  thepetitions 
of  William  B.  Rouse  and  James  H.  Tobin, 
late  of  the  New  York  volunteers,  praying  to  be 
allowed  arrears  of  pension,  reported  adversely 
thereon ;  and  the  committee  were  discharged 
from  their  farther  consideration. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  also  report  advenely 
upon  the  petition  of  Esther  M.  Shubrick,  pray- 
ing for  an  increase  of  pension,  this  falling 
within  a  class  of  cases  that  were  considered  a 
yeas  ago*  when  it  was  thought  advisable  to 
leave  the  law  as  it  is  at  present. 

The  committee  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  also  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  report  adversely 
upon  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  806)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  John  S.  Corlett.  This  person  was  not 
a  soldier  but  was  emplojred  civilly  in  the  Army 
and  received  an  injunr  in  the  same  way  that 
he  might  have  received  it  if  he  had  been  in  the 
civil  service.  We  think,  therefore,  the  case 
does  not  fall  within  the  spirit  of  the  law. 

The  bill  was  postponecl  indefinitely. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  same  committee  re- 
port adversely  npKon  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1068) 
granting  a  pension  to  Martha  B.  Williams, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  evidence  does  not 
satisfy  us  Uiat  the  injury  for  which  a  pension 
is  asked  occurred  in  the  line  of  duty. 

The  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  ^ost 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  clerks  in  the  railway  post  offices, 
praying  for  an  increase  of  compensation,  askea 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Peu- 
fiions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Martha  Phelps,  of  Wayne  county,  Iowa,  pray- 
ing for  an  increase  of  pension,  reported  ad- 
versely thereon,  and  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  farther  consideration;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Helen  M.  Watts, 
praying  a  pension  for  the  services  of  her  late 
son,  George  H.  Wilcox,  of  the  New  York  cav- 
alry volunteers,  reported  it  adversely,  and  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Martin  V. 
Jackson,  of  Kansas,  praymg  that  he  be  granted 
a  pension,  have  had  the  same  under  consider- 
ation, and  directed  me  to  make  an  adverse 
reports  ^od  to  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its 
farther  consideration. 

Mr.  POMEROY.   Is  there  a  written  report? 

Mr.  PRATT.  There  is  no  written  report. 
The  ground  on  which  the  petition  was  dis- 
allowed by  the  committee  was  that  the  papers 
showed  that  he  belonged  to  a  State  organiza- 
tion, the  second  regiment  of  Kansas  volun- 
teers, called  into  service  by  the  proclamation 
of  Governor  Robinson  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  and  maintaining  the  laws  and  repel- 
ling invasion.  He  was  never  mustered  into 
the  serv^e  of  the  United  States,  but  belonged 
simply  to  a  State  organization. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  I  understand  that  case. 
General  Curtis  was  in  command,  and  that 
company  was  ordered  into  the  service  by  Gen- 
eral Cortis. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  he  is  not  entitled 
to  a  pension. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  He  was  not  regularly 
mnateredin. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  law  does  not  require 
that. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    The  force  that  was  nsed 


on  that  occasion  was  called  for  by  General 
Curtis,  and  was  to  repel  the  Price  raid  in  the 
State  of  Kansas,  as  I  understand  it. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Those  are  not  the  facts  stated 
in  the  petition.  This  organization  was  called 
into  service  by  the  proclamation  of  Governor 
Robinson. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  may  not  have  the  facts 
right.    I  repeat  them  as  I  understand  them. 

Mr.  PRAIT.  This  man  was  wounded  in 
the  knee  in  a  skirmish  with  buskwhackers  or 
rebels. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  committee 
will  be  discharged  from  the  farther  considera- 
tion of  the  suoject  unless  the  Senator  from 
Kansas  moves  to  recommit  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    Is  it  a  petition  or  a  bill  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    A  petition. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  No,  sir;  I  make  no 
motion  in  regard  to  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  659)  relative  to  the  entry  and  clearance 
of  ferry-boats  and  of  bonded  cars  passing  from 
one  State  to  another  through  loreign  con- 
tiguous territory,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  LOGAN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1057)  granting  a  pension  to  Anna  But- 
terfield,  mother  of  James  A.  B.  Butterfield, 
reported  adversely  thereon,  and  moved  its 
indefinite  postponement;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Maria  Hoefler, 
widow  of  Herman  Hoefler,a8king  for  a  pension, 
reported  it  adversely,  and  moved  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  her  petition  and 
papers:  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  511)  fixing 
the  time  from  which  pensions  heretofore 
granted,  or  which  may  be  hereafter  granted, 
shall  commence,  and  extending  the  time  for 
the  filinff  of  applications  for  the  same,  re- 

Sorted  adversely  thereon,  and  moved  its  in- 
efinite  postponement ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Can  I  now  report  back  bills 
favorably  and  ask  that  they  be  put  on  their 
passage? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  and  the  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota both  objected  to  anything  except  the  res- 
ular  morning  basiness.  The  Senator  can  ask 
unanimous  consent,  however.  Several  Sen- 
ators have  risen  with  morning  business,  which 
is  in  the  natore  of  an  objection. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  nnanimons  consent  to 
take  up  a  bill,  and  after  it  is  taken  up  I  will 
yield  for  morning  business. 

Mr.  WEST.    I  have  a  report  to  make. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Three  Senators 
are  on  the  floor  insisting  on  morning  business, 
which  has  priority. 

Mr.  WEST.  The  Committee  on  Military 
Aflairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
711)  explanatory  of  ioint  resolution  approved 
July  11,1870,  entitled  '*  Joint  resolution  amend- 
atory of  joint  resolution  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain officers  of  the  Army,"  approved  July  26, 
1866,  have  directed  me  to  report  it  with  a 
slight  amendment,  and  to  ask  for  its  immediate 
consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  objected 
to  bv  Senators  who  are  on  the  floor  with  morn- 
ing business.  The  Chair,  however,  will  again 
sabmit  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WEST.  Let  the  bill  be  read  and  I 
think  there  will  be  no  objection. 

Mn  EDMUNDS.  Inasmuch  as  the  pension 
bills  of  my  friend  from  Illinois  were  objected 
to,  which  usually  have  been  permitted  to  go 
through  at  once,  I  think  this  had  better  take 
its  turn. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  wiU  be 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  SAULSBCRY,  from  the  Committee 
on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  347)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Mc- 
Enany,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  By  the  usage 
of  the  Senate  thus  far  durioe  the  present  ses- 
sion, they  have  acted  on  these  bills  as  they* 
have  been  reported,  but  there  has  been  objec- 
tion to-day  to  anything  oat  of  the  usual  coarse 
of  business.  Does  the  Senator  desire  the  pres- 
ent consideration  of  this  bill? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  COLE.    Let  it  gcopon  the  Calendar. 

The  VICE  president:  Objection  being 
made,  the  bill  will  be  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Philip  Chamberlain,  of  Milford,  New  Hamp- 
shire, praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension  for  ser- 
Tices  m  the  war  of  1812,  reported  adversely 
thereon,  and  asked  to  be  dischaiged  from  its 
further  consideration ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  netition  Maria  8.  Rockett, 
praying  that  she  be  granted  a  pension,  re- 
ported adversely  thereon,  and  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  farther  consideration ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  540)  granting  a 
pension  to  Eliza  Bates,  reported  adversely 
thereon. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
dissent  the  bill  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  COLE.  Let  it  be  placed  on  the  Calen- 
dar. 

IRON-6HIP  BUILDIMO. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution 
presented  by  Mr.  Scott,  reported  it  without 
amendment ;  and  it  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent  and  agreed  to,  as  follows : 

H—olotd,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  nee  of  the 
Senate  two  thoosaod  extra  copies  of  Ezeeatire  Boo- 
ament  No.  50,  seoond  senion  Forty -Seoond  Oonsreii. 
beia^  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  com- 
manioatiDir  in  compliance  with  a  reeolation  of  the 
Senate  of  Mareh  13. 1871,  farther  information  in  reTa- 
tion  to  proposals  for  establishing  iron-ship  haildihg 
yards  and  docks. 

JtBCOMMITHKNT  OV  A  BILL. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  move  Uiat  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  657)  granting  a  pension  to  Eliza- 
beth York,  which  has  been  before  Uiem  here- 
tofore, and  on  which  they  reported  adversely, 
be  recommitted  to  that  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTBODUCBD. 

Mr.  CRAGIN,  in  pursuance  of  previous  no- 
tice, asked  and  obtamed  leave  to  introdnoe  u 
bill  (8.  No.  848)  for  the  reduction  of  the  num- 
ber and  grades  of  officers  of  the  Navy,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CRAGIN  asked,  and  by  nnanimons 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  849)  authorizing  corrections  to  be 
made  in  errors  in  prize  lists  ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LIST  07  PBITATB  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  offer  the  following  reso 
lution  and  ask  for  its  present  consideration : 

Setolwd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  oause 
to  be  prenwed  an  alphabetical  list  of  all  private 
claims  which  have  been  before  the  Senate,  with  mo 
action  of  the  Senate  thereon «  since  the  3d  day  of 
March.  1856^  and  that  he  commnnioate  the  same  to 
the  Senate  at  the  oommenoement  of  the  next  session. 

I  merely  wish  to  say  that  this  takes  up  the 
list  of  private  claims  we  already  have  printed, 
at  the  date  of  the  last  report,  and  it  becomes 
of  public  importance  that  we  should  have  this 
list  continueid, 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
states  that  they  already  reach  down  to  a  later 
date  than  this. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  well ;  then  I  wiU 
change  it. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution. 
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Mr.  BORBMAN.  The  date  there  seems  to 
need  correction. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  was 
about  to  ask  consent  to  have  it  changed  if  the 
Secretary  should  be  correct  in  his  recollection. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  the  date  of  the 
last  report  I  could  find ;  but  the  Secretary  will 
correct  it  according  to  the  fact. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  cor- 
rected,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, if  it  is  found  that  there  are  reports  to  a 
later  date. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

OOMUITTEB  SERVICE. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  ask  to  be  excused  from 
further  service  upon  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  asks  to  be  excused  from  serving 
on  the  Committee  on  Claims.  Is  there  objec- 
tion? 

Mr.  POMEROY.    I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Kansas  objects. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  will  not  object  if  the 
Senator  insists  upon  being  excused ;  but  I  am 
very  sorry  to  have  him  leave  the  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
submit  the  question  to  the  Senate  if  any  Sen- 
ator objects. 

The  question  being  put,  Mr.  Stewart  was 
excused. 

8IMB0N  SAVAGE. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  desire  to  make 
a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  bill 
(S.  No.  649)  for  the  relief  of  Simeon  Savage 
was  indefinitely  postponed  yesterday,  simply 
that  it  may  go  on  the  Calendar. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection)  action  will  be  taken  on  that  motion 
at  once.  The  Senator  from  Maine  moves  that 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  indicated  by  him 
was  postponed  indefinitely  yesterday  be  recon- 
sidered. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  now 
be  placed  on  the  Calendar  with  the  adverse 
report  of  the  committee. 

LAKE  ST,  OROIX  AND  SUPERIOR  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate non-concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  bill  (S.  No.  566)  to 
extend  the  time  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to 
complete  a  road  from  Lake  St.  Croix  to  Lake 
Superior,  and  ask  for  a  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  first  have 
to  be  taken  up  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  move  that  it  be 
taken  up  for  that  single  purpose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  was  stated  by 
the  President  oro  temparCy  the  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island,  [Mr.  Anthony,]  some  days  ago, 
that  the  question  of  concurrence  would  have 
priori^  if  the  question  was  raised  in  the  Sen- 
ate. If  there  be  no  objection  the  amendment 
will  be  regarded  as  before  the  Senate.  The 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  now  moves  that  the 
Senate  non-concur,  and  ask  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  desire  to  de- 
bate this  matter.  Every  Senator  will  remem- 
ber that  this  is  a  bill  to  renew  a  land  grant  to 
the  State  of  Wisconsin.  It  was  not  debated 
in  the  Senate,  but  I  suppose  every  Senator 
understands  it.  It  was  aebated  a  long  time 
in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  they 
have  adopted  an  amendment  which  declares  a 
forfeiture  of  the  land  grant  by  lapse  of  time. 
All  that  I  desire  is  a  yea  and  nay  vote  on  the 
amendment.  I  am  acting,  as  I  coodeive,  under 
insti'uctions  from  the  people  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  to  oppose  land  grants,  and  I  regard  the 
extension  of  a  laud  grant,  especially  afler  a 
lapse  of  fifieen  or  sixteen  years,  as  more  ob- 
jectionable in  some  respects  than  an  original 
laud  grant.  All  I  desire  is  not  to  consume 
time,  bat  to  have  a  direct  vote  of  the  Senate  ll 


upon  the  amendment.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  the  first 
question  that  arises.  The  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin asks  for  a  disagreement,  but  the  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  insists  on  the  motion  to  concur. 
The  ouestion  will  be  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  On  that  question  I  wish 
to  have  the  amendment  read,  so  that  we  can 
understand  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
now  is  on  concurrence,  that  point  being  raised 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  and  the  Secretary 
will  report  the  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Representatives. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  as 
follows: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill, 
and  ioeert  in  lieu  thereof: 

That  all  the  lands  which  were  granted  by  Congress 
in  the  year  1856  and  the  year  1864to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin to  aid  in  the  constrnotion  of  a  railroad  firom 
SL  Croix  rlyer  or  lake  to  Lake  Superior,  with  a 
branch  road  to  Bayfield,  the  said  grant  having  ex- 
pired by  limitation,  be.  and  hereby  are,  forfeited  to 
the  United  States,  and  shall  henceforward  bo  sub- 
ject to  homestead  entry  and  settlement  under  the 
act  of  0>ngre8s  approved  May  20.  1862,  ''to  secure 
homesteads  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  domain," 
and  shall  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  provisions 
of  said  act.  But  no  part  of  said  lands  shall  be  selected 
by  or  inure  to  the  benefit  of  any  railroad  company 
under  any  assumed  grant  from  the  United  States: 
and  said  lands  arc  expressly  reserved  for  the  benefit 
of  actual  settlers  under  the  provisions  of  the  said 
homestead  act:  Provided,  That  no  lands  embraced  in 
the  grant  to  the  St.  Croix  railroad  shall  in  any  case 
revert  to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company, 
and  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  this 
provision  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  House  of 
Representatives  also  propose  to  amend  the 
title ;  but  that,  of  course,  will  be  governed  by 
the  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  amendment. 
The  question  now  is  on  concurring  with  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  do  not  intend  to 
take  up  any  of  the  time  of  the  Senate  in  regard 
to  this  bill.  It  was  before  the  Senate  on  a 
former  occasion,  was  somewhat  debated,  and 
passed,  as  I  recollect,  upon  a  call  of  the  yeas 
and  nays.  There  are  peculiar  eircumstances 
about  it,  however,  whicn  Itrust  the  Senate  will 
forgive  me  for  briefly  alluding  to. 

In  the  first  place,  the  grant  was  for  a  longer 
line  of  road  than  is  now  concerned  in  the  par- 
ticular grant,  and  a  great  portion  of  that  road 
has  already  been  completed.  Some  twenty 
miles  of  this  particular  section  that  is  inter- 
ested in  this  renewal  has  been  also  completed, 
as  I  understand.  It  is  also  certified  to  us  that 
about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  thousand 
acres  along  the  line  of  this  road  have  been  sold 
by  the  Government  at  the  increased  price  of 
$2  60  per  acre,  those  men  buying  their  farms 
with  the  understanding  that  this  road  was  to 
be  built,  paying  that  increased  price  on  the 
faith  of  the  building  of  the  road. 

Now,  I  believe  there  never  has  been  an  in- 
stance before  where  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  has  taken  advantage  of  a  State 
in  regard  to  a  laod  grant  if  satisfied  that  the 
road  was  to  be  built  within  some  reasonable 
time.  The  renewal  which  has  been  had  be- 
fore is  to  be  taken  in  connection  with  the  facts 
and  circumstances  of  the  case.  It  must  be 
remembered  that  we  have  bad  a  long  war  pend- 
ing this  renewal,  that  the  people  in  that  section 
of  the  country  were  greatly  impoverished  by 
it,  decimated  in  population  by  the  soldiers 
sent  to  the  war,  and  it  became  impossible 
under  the  circumstances  to  induce  capital  to  be 
invested  in  time  so  as  to  complete  the  road 
within  the  time  fixed  by  the  act. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  to  enforce  a  forfeiture  here  (for  that  is 
what  it  comes  to)  against  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin, for  the  first  time  in  all  the  history  of  the 
country,  would  be  a  very  harsh  proceeding, 
which  I  believe  the  State  of  Wisconsin  has 
done  nothingto  call  for. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    If  we  conclude  not  to 
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extend  ^ie  time,  we  ought  not  to  fo  into  a  new 
series  of  legislation  on  the  salgect  If  this 
forfeiture  is  to  be  enforced,  some  provision 
must  be  made  for  those  settlers  who  have  paid 
$2  60  for.  their  lands  and  get  no  railroad.  The 
Government  has  taken  their  money.  If  this 
forfeiture  is  to  be  enforced,  what  is  the  justice 
of  saying  that  the  lands  shall  not  revert  to  a 
company  that  is  already  entitled  to  them? 
This  amendment  goes  on  to  say  that  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad  Company  shall  not  in  any 
event  have  these  lands.  Now,  if  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  is  enttUed  to  them 
by  virtue  of  existing  law,  I  should  like  to  know 
how  we  can  legislate  that  right  away.  Their 
act  passed  several  years  ago ;  and  if  they  have 
got  any  rights,  they  have  vested.  Now,  this 
act  goes  on  to  say  that  notwithstanding  we 
will  enforce  the  forfeiture  and  declare  those 
lands  to  be  public  lands,  yet  they  shall  not 
inure  to  a  company  that  is  entitled  to  them 
under  the  law. 

What  kind  of  legislation  is  that?  What 
kind  of  an  act  would  that  be  for  as  to  pat  apoa 
the  statute-book  on  the  mere  question  of  for- 
feiture ?  If  these  lands  are  forfeited  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  let  them  be 
administered  upon  under  the  existing  law  j  let 
them  go  exactly  where  the  law  as  it  now  stands 
will  carry  them.  If  settlers  are  entitled  to 
them,  let  them  have  them.  If  any  other  com- 
pany is  entitled  to  them  under  the  existing 
law,  let  them  go  there.  For  us  to  say  in  a 
statute  in  the  nature  of  an  ex  post  fade  law, 
that  is,  a  statute  passed  after  the  lands  have 
reverted,  that  they  shall  not  g:o  where  the  law 
requires  them  to  go,  is  a  species  of  legislation 
that  I  do  not  propose  to  engage  in. 

Mr.  SAUL8BURY.  I  should  like  to  aA 
the  Senator  from  Kansas  a  question.  If  these 
lands  have  already  vested  in  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  what  power  is  there 
in  Congress  to  secure  them  to  the  St  Croix 
road? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  My  idea  is  that  there  is 
no  such  power  in  Congress  as  is  here  proposed. 
I  was  asking  why  should  we  pass  a  law  depriv- 
ing a  company  of  lands  to  which  they  are  en- 
titled under  the  existing  law.  That  is  my 
point. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  was  one  remark 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  and  the 
Senator  from  Kansas  which  demands  a  reply. 
They  claim  now  that  this  bill  ought  to  be  passed 
to  secure  the  rights  of  settlers  who  ia  faith  of 
the  grant  boueht  land  at  $2  60  an  acre.  That 
very  remark  snows  the  gross  hardship  of  the 
renewal  of  a  grant  made  seventeen  years  ago. 
Who  has  injured  these  settlers?  Why  did  they 
pay  $2  60  an  acre  for  this  laud  ?  Simply  be- 
cause the  railroad  company  agreed  to  build 
this  road.  If  the  railroad  comoaoy  had  com- 
plied with  its  agreement  and  bailt  the  road 
their  laud  would  have  been  worth  $2  50  an 
acre;  but  because  it  did  not  these  settlers 
have  been  injured.  The  land  which  they  paid 
double  price  for  has  remained  on  their  hands 
a  dead  investment  for  some  sixteen  years.  No  vr 
the  injury  done  by  the  railroad  company  to 
these  settlers  is  made  the  ground  for  renewing 
a  grant  at  the  end  of  sixteen  years.  It  seems 
to  me  the  argument  is  rather  the  other  way. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  fronoL 
Ohio  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  setaers  on  that 
line  of  road  think  it  is  *^  better  late  than 
never"  to  get  their  riehts.  If  the  Senator's 
view  should  prevail,  they  have  not  only  not 
got  their  railroad  up  to  the  present  time,  bat 
they  will  never  get  it.  Now,  owing  to  cir- 
cumstances which,  in  the  opinion  of  our  peo- 
ple, justify,  or  at  least  excuse  or  explain  that 
delay,  they  have  not  as  yet  had  the  road ;  and 
the  Senator  says  they  never  shall  have  it. 
We  want  the  road,  and  we  want  the  grant 
renewed  to  secure  the  building  of  the  road  ; 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  delay — the  con- 
tinuance of  the  war  and  the  drain  u|>on  that 
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population  and  that  coantry—* ought  to  be 
takeo  into  account.  In  the  first  instance  in 
which  the  United  States  has  sprung  to  its  feet 
to  enforce  a  forfeiture  it  seems  to  me  those 
circumstances  are  entitled  to  full  considera- 
tion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  answer  to  all  that  is 
easj.  If  it  had  not  been  for  this  grant  this 
land  would  have  been  covered  over  by  cabins 
and  setters.  For  sixteen  years  this  land  has 
been  withheld  from  market,  so  that  no  man 
could  go  upon  it  and  improve  it,  and  every 
other  square  mile  was  reserved  for  a  railroad 
company  that  did  nothing  to  improve  the  resi- 
due. I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  an  argument; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  when  a  grant  is  made 


with  the  terms  of  the  engagement,  or,  if  not, 
we  ought  to  make  such  other  disposition  of  the 
public  lands  as  will  secure  to  those  who  go 
there  and  buy  the  alternate  sections  at  least  a 
fair  value  for  their  land. 

If  it  had  not  been  for  this  railroad  grant 
holding  in  reserve  for  sixteen  years  one  half 
the  public  land  through  a  large  belt  of  coun- 
try, there  is  no  doubt  that  portion  of  Wis- 
consin would  have  been  settled  by  active,  in- 
telligent, enterprising  settlers,  who  would  have 
developed  the  country  without  the  railroad, 
and  by  this  time  a  railroad  could  have  been 
secured  even  without  the  land  grant.  I  am 
told — of  this  I  have  no  positive  information 
except  what  I  derived  from  the  debate  in  the 
other  House — that  by  the  lapse  of  time  some 
of  these  timber  lands  are  worth  probably  from 
eight  to  fifteen  dollars  an  acre.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  can  say  whether  that  is  true 
or  not.  Certainly  in  1866,  when  these  lands 
were  originally  granted,  they  could  have  been 
entered  at  $1  25  an  acre ;  and  now  after  sixteen 
years'  time  they  have  quadrupled  in  value,  and 
perhaps  increased  even  more  than  that.  Now, 
this  is  a  new  grant  to  this  company  of  lands 
worth  four  times  as  much  as  they  were  worth 
when  the  original  grant  was  made,  and  they 
are  to  be  given  to  the  same  parties  who  have 
failed  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  orij^nal 
grant.  However,  all  these  are  considerations 
which  are  obvious  and  which  every  Senator 
understands  as  well  as  myself.  All  I  desire  is 
a  vote  upon  my  motion,  and  I  may  say  that  I 
make  it  in  deference  to  what  may  be  regarded 
as  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
Ohio,  who,  by  the  resolutions  of  both  political 
parties,  and,  I  think,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Legislature,  have  instracted  their  Senators 
and  requested  their  Representatives  to  oppose 
land  grants  and  the  renewal  of  land  grants.  I 
do  not  wish  to  interpose  in  this  case  except 
simply  to  have  a  vote  and  perform  my  duty  to 
the  people  of  my  State. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  Senator  is  mis- 
taken when  he  states  that  this  grant  is  to  bo 
made  to  the  same  persons  who  made  default 
before.  Those  persons  were  ruined  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  case  and  have  gone 
under  the  wave.  A  responsible  company  is 
DOW  upon  the  ground  ready  to  build  the  road 
if  it  can  have  wis  grant.  But,  sir,  it  is  aston- 
ishing what  a  different  view  of  the  settlement 
of  our  country  the  Senator  from  Ohio  takes 
from  the  people  who  are  now  on  the  ground. 
Those  people  think  that,  instead  of  that  coun- 
try not  havinji  been  settled  because  there  was 
a  land  grant,  it  was  the  land  grant  that  encour- 
aged settlement  there,  and  they  think  that 
having  settled  there  upon  the  foiih  of  it,  they 
are  now  entitled  to  have  it  carried  out 

One  word  farther.  The  Senator,  in  defer- 
ence to  an  old  Democratic  theory,  obeys  his 
inatmctions.  That,  of  coarse,  is  sound  enough ; 
bnt  I  notice  that  as  soon  as  a  State  gets  to  be 
old  enough  to  build  railroads  without  needing 
or  expecting  any  aid  from  the  General  Qov- 
emment,  there  is  a  remarkable  tendency  to 
erow  conservative  on  the  public  land  ouestion. 
It  may  be  that  in  a  few  yean,  when  Wisconsin 


has  got  all  the  roads  she  wants,  she  will  join 
Ohio  in  just  such  instructions.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  fact  may  be,  but  at  all  events  the 
Senator's  State  Laving  reached,  that  happy 
point  from  which  it  can  turn  around  and— I 
will  not  say  repudiate  the  policy  of  the  coun- 
try, but  at  all  events  put  a  stop  to  it—assumes 
veiT  hiffh-toned  grounds  in  regard  to  the  pub- 
lic lands. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  never  got  any  in 
Ohio. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  There  are  two  reasons 
which  I  will  state  very  briefly  to  the  Senate 
why  I  think  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  ought  not  to  prevail.  In  the  first  place, 
I  believe  this  grant  ought,  in  justice  to  the  set- 
tlers and  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  to  be  renewed. 
I  do  not  think  its  renewal  would  largely  in- 
crease the  amount  of  lands  granted  to  railroads. 
Bnt  the  Senator  from  Ohio  says  that  his  motion 
ought  to  prevail  because  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  is  opposed  to  granting  land  to  railroads. 
I  do  not  think  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
this  country  is  in  favor  of  repealing  charters 
until  the  companies  owning  them  have  made 
some  forfeiture.  There  is  clearly  a  provision 
or  an  attempt  in  this  amendment  to  repeal  the 
charter  of  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad.  I 
am  not  aware  that  they  have  made  any  for- 
feiture of  their  charter,  or  that  they  have  done 
anything  which  should  call  forth  such  action 
on  the  part  of  Congress.  Their  bonds  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  people  ;  some  ten  or 
fifteen  millions  of  them  are  owned  by  small 
investers  all  over  the  country.  I  hardly  think 
that  Congress  is  ready  to  enter  upon  the  repeal 
of  a  charter  where  there  has  been  no  forfeiture. 
The  last  provision  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives is  clearly  an  attempt  to  repeal  that 
charter. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Will  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota  allow  me  to  ask  him 
a  question  ? 

Mr.  WINDOM.    Yes,  sir, 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  desire  to 
know  whether  there  is  not  a  parallel  road 
already  partly  built  and  sure  to  be  completed 
\hoX  obviates  the  necessity  of  building  this 
road  at  all? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  do  not  know  what  road 
the  Senator  refers  to.  I  suppose  it  must  be 
the  Lake  Superior  and  Mississippi  railroad  to 
which  he  alludes. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  That  is  forty  or  fifty  miles 
distant  from  this. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  suppose  that  is  the  road 
referred  to ;  and  it  is  distant  from  this,  as  my 
colleague  states,  some  forty  or  fiffy  miles, 
though  at  somejpoints  it  may  be  nearer. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  How  near  is  it  at  the 
nearest  point? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Perhaps  on  the  Superior 
end  it  may  be  nearer  than  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  RA MSE Y.  Let  m e  call  mv  colleague' s 
attention  to  another  fiust.  The  House  amend- 
ment is,  I  think,  subject  to  a  stronger  otijection 
than  any  he  has  yet  urged.  I  refer  now  to  that 
feature  of  it  which  devotes  these  lands  to  home- 
stead entries.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  says 
these  lands  are  worth  fifteen  dollars  an  acre. 
If  thevare  valnable  pine  lands  the  consequence 
woula  then  be  that  such  a  number  of  frauds 
and  penuries  as  were  never  heard  of  in  land 
entries  would  nrevail  all  over  this  track  of 
country.  The  homestead  system  was  designed 
for  farming  lands  alone*,  and  the  greatest 
mischief  to  the  community  would  be  to  devote 
these  lands  to  homesteads  if  they  are  pine 
lands  worth  from  fifteen  to  twenty  dollars  an 
acre,  as  the  Senator  from  Ohio  says. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  It  is  true,  as  my  colleague 
suggests,  that  a  very  large  portion  of  these  lands 
would  never  be  used  for  honest  homestead 
settlement,  but  the  homestead  and  preemption 
laws  would  be  perverted  as  they  have  been  in 
hundreds  of  cases,  in  order  that  specolators 
might  obtain  possession  of  valuable  pine 
lands.  But  the  point  to  which  I  wanted  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  particularly 


was  the  last  clause  of  this  amendment,  which  1 
am  certain  if  the  Senator  from  Ohio  will  care- 
ftilly  read  he  will  not  want  to  have  become  a 
law.  I  am  confident  that  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  is  not  ready  to  repeal  the  charter  of  a 
company  unless  there  is  something  alleged 
against  it,  or  some  reason  why  that  charter 
should  be  infringed  by  X3ongress.  None  has 
been  stated  here,  and  this  is  certainly  an 
attempt  to  do  that. 

For  all  these  reasons  I  hope  that  the  House 
amendment  will  be  non-concurred  in,  and  that 
a  committee  of  conference  may  adjust  a  proper 
bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  my  friend  from 
Minnesota  to  state  precisely  what  he  means 
by  sa^iuff  that  this  is  a  repeal  of  the  Northern 
Pacific  charter. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  say  this  is  an  attempt 
to  repeal  it ;  Congress  has  no  power  to  do  it ; 
bat  so  far  as  our  act  goes  it  is  an  attempt  to 
repeal  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Out  of  what  language 
does  the  Senator  draw  that  inference ;  that  it 
is  an  attempt  to  repeal  that  charter? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
last  clause  of  the  amendment. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Pro9ided,  That  no  land  embraced  in  the  grant  to 
the  8t.  Croix  Railroad  Company  ehall  in  any  case 
revert  to  the  Northern  Paoillo  Kailroad  Company, 
and  all  acta  or  parts  of  acts  inoonsiAteat  with  this 
provision  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  That  is,  if  there  are  any 
provisions  in  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company's  charter  whi'ch  would  give  them  this 
land,  we  propose  to  repeal  those  provisions. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Are  there  any? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  If  these  lands  arc  made 
public  lands,  there  are  undoubtedly.  If  the 
forfeiture  takes  place  from  the  St.  Croix  road, 
and  they  become  subject  to  the  operation  of 
the  general  land  laws  of  the  country,  then, 
under  the  charter  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  they  will  be  taken. 

But  let  me  say  further  that  we  shall  save 
no  lands  from  land  grants  materially  by  this 
provision  unless  Congress  proposes  now  to 
repeal  entirely  the  charter  of*  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company;  for  if  the  St. 
Croix  grant  does  not  take  these  lands  the 
Northern  Pacific  bjr  virtue  of  its  charter  will 
make  up  its  deficiencies  within  its  limits  further 
toward  the  Pacific  ocean,  and  there  is  really 
bnt  very  little  land  saved  even  if  you  defeat 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Wiscou- 
sia ;  so  that,  all  things  considered,  in  any 
point  of  view  this  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  ought  to  be  rejected. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ask  my  friend  how  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  can  take 
lands  as  far  as  forty  or  fifty  miles  from  their 
road.  I  ^bought  they  were  limited  to  twenty 
miles. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  It  would  not  make  a  mate- 
rial difference,  as  I  said.  The  main  body  of 
the  lands  lies  at  the  northern  end  of  the  St. 
Croix  road,  and  it  is  at  that  northern  end  that 
the  Northern  Pacific  crosses,  and  the  Northern 
Pacific  can  make  up  its  deficiencies  there  by 
lands  further  toward  the  Pacific  coast,  unless 
we  repeal  the  charter  entirely. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  rise  to  discuss 
the  main  merits  of  this  question,  but  to  say 
that  it  appears  to  me  plain  enough  that  we  are 
not  doing  any  legal  wrone  to  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  by  this  legislation. 
They  are  not  entitled  to  tne  lauds  now  becaube 
they  have  been  appropriated  for  other  pur 
poses,  and  they  still  stand  appropriated  for 
other  purposes  although  the  srant  is  subject 
to  forfeiture.  Now,  if  we  declare  that  forlelt* 
ure  and  make  these  lands  general  public  lauds, 
then  probably  my  friend  is  right  in  saving  tbut 
wherever  they  are  within  the  forty  miles  the 
Northern  Pacific  would  be  entitled  to  take 
them  up  under  the  regulation  provided  in  its 
charter;  but  if  we  do  not  allow  them,  they  not 
now  belonging  to  the  Northern  Paci^c,  to  full 
into  the  claas  of  lands  out  of  which  the  North* 
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ern  Pacific  is  entitled  to  choose,  and  divert 
them  to  another  purpose,  then  the  Northern 
Pacific  sets  no  title  to  them,  and  has  no  right 
to  complain,  because  we  do  precisely  what  we 
have  a  lawful  right  to  do. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  get  a  little  information  from  him  ?  I 
understand  the  fact  to  be  that  this  grant  has 
already  lapsed.  If  I  am  right  in  tnat«  can 
the  Senator  be  right  in  saying  that  the  North- 
ern Pacific  railroad  has  no  vested  rights  if 
under  existing  laws  unless  we  renew  the  grant 
a  forfeiture  is  worked  and  has  already  ensued  ? 
Is  he  right  in  saying  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  has  no  vested  rights? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  I  am,  clearly. 
The  Northern  Pacific  railroad  is  only  entitled 
to  select  lands  from  those  that  have  not  been 
set  apart  for  other  uses.  I  do  not  use  the 
language  of  the  act,  but  that  is  the  substance 
of  it.  The  Northern  Pacific  company  is  lim- 
ited in  its  choice  to  lands  that  have  not  been 
set  apart  for  other  purposes,  and  this  is  one 
of  them.  Now,  we  choose,  for  a  reason  that 
it  is  lawful  and  proper  for  us  to  have,  to  take 
these  lands  that  have  been  set  apart  for  other 

Eurposes  from  those  purposes  to  which  we 
ave  hitherto  set  them  apart  and  devote  them 
to  another  purpose.  Now,  it  is  a  matter  of 
choice  with  us  whether  we  will  devote  them 
to  the  general  fund  of  lands,  so  to  speak,  (and 
if  we  do  the  Northern  Pacific  will  be  entitled 
to  have  a  share  in  them  within  the  territorial 
limits  prescribed,)  or  whether  we  shall  devote 
them  to  still  another  purpose.  We  are  not 
bound  to  put  them  back  into  the  general 
land  fund,  so  to  speak,  at  all.  They  are  not 
there  now.  They  do  not  fall  within  the  de- 
scription of  lands  at  this  moment  which  entitle 
th4  Northern  Pacific,  even  if  this  grant  has 
lapsed,  to  take  them  up,  because  they  are 
appropriated  to  other  uses.  Her  right  only 
attaches  when  by  our  act  we  put  them  back 
into  that  general  fund  of  lands,  so  to  speak. 
If  we  do  not  choose  to  put  them  back  into 
that  general  fund  she  is  not  harmed.  Her 
charter  was  not  granted  on  the  theory  of  giv- 
ing her  a  foo(  of  these  lands.  Her  charter 
was  granted  on  the  theory  that  she  was  going 
to  get  lands,  not  these,  but  others. 

Mr.  WINdOM.  Allow  me  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion. If  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany has  any  interest  in  these  lands  under  her 
charter  and  we  enact  a  law  in  these  words, 
*'  And  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  witli 
this  provision  are  hereby  repealed,"  do  we 
not  repeal  to  that  extent  her  charter  7 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  undertake  that,  un- 
doubtedly, if  we  do  what  the  Senator  supposes, 
but  my  point  is  that  she  has  no  interest,  and 
an  examination  of  the  charter  and  of  the 
appropriation  of  these  lands  will  show  that 
she  has  none.  The  Senator  might  just  as  well 
sav  that  in  every  act  we  pass  declaring  that 
all  laws  inconsistent  therewith  arc  thereby  re- 
nealed,  we  ma^  be  repealing  a  part  of  the 
Northern  Pocihc  charter,  as  to  declare  this. 
He  must  first  prove  that  these  are  lands  to 
which  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
has  now  a  right  either  perfect  or  imperfect — 
some  right ;  and  that  is  a  proposition  which 
on  an  examination  of  the  law  he  cannot  estab- 
lish, because  if  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  has  a  right  to  these  lands  now, 
perfect  or  imperfect,  then  this  company  that 
we  are  going  to  give  them  to  has  it  not,  and 
therefore  we  are  doing  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  just  as  much  wrong  by 
giving  these  lands  to  the  St.  Croix  company 
as  we  are  in  giving  them  to  homestead  setUers. 

Mr.  WINlfOM.  Let  me  draw  attention  to 
another  point.  The  amendment  provides  that 
these  lands  shall  not  revert  to  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company.  If  any  thing  in  her 
charter  would  make  them  revert  under  this 
act  that  clause  of  her  charter  will  be  repealed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Granted.  Suppose  it 
said  these  lands  should  not  revert  to  the 
British  Crown,  the  Senator  woold  argue  that 


if  there  is  anything  in  the  oonstitntion  of  the 
British  Government  which  entitles  the  British 
Grown  to  these  lands,  so  far  we  impinge  upon 
Uie  rights  of  the  British  Crown.  Agreed ;  that 
is  certainly  true  as  an  abstract  proposition; 
but  the  honorable  Senator  is  begging  the  ques- 
tion by  assuming  on  account  of  these  words 
being  in  this  amendment  that  the  Northern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  has  a  vested  right 
or  an  inchoate  right  to  these  lands.  I  say  she 
has  not  as  I  understand  the  law.  They  are 
excluded  from  the  description  of  lands  which 
she  is  entitled  to  take  up ;  and  her  right  to 
them,  if  she  ever  gets  it,  will  be  merely  from 
the  fact  that  we  turn  them  back  again  into  the 
general  lands  of  the  United  States,  when  she 
would  get  the  right,  not  on  accoont  of  the 
original  grant  in  her  charter,  bnt  because  we 
had  put  them  into  the  basket,  so  to  speak,  out 
of  which  we  told  her  she  might  take  other 
things  that  were  not  in  it  when  we  made  her  her 
grant. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Then  I  ask  the  Senator 
if  that  provision  is  not  a  very  unnecessary 
one? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Very  likely  it  is. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  If  the  Northern  Pacific 
company  have  filed  their  maps  and  located 
their  line  through  these  lands,  then  it  seems 
to  me  the  rights  of  that  company  have  accrued. 
I  am  ignorant  as  to  how  that  fact  is.^  These 
lands  were  withdrawn  for  the  St.  Croix  road, 
as  I  am  told,  bnt  that  land  grant  has  lapsed  to 
the  Government,  and  that  company  has  no 
rights  unless  we  renew  the  grant.  If  we  do 
renew  it,  and  the  Northern  Pacific  has  filed 
its  map  through  these  lands,  then,  it  seems  to 
me,  the  rights  of  the  Northern  Pacific  com- 
pany have  already  accrued,  and  this  law  will 
repeal  that  provision.  Whenever  the  line  of 
the  road  is  hxed  through  lands,  and  a  map  is 
filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  from 
that  time  those  lands  are  subject  to  the  rights 
of  that  charter. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator 
if  he  does  not  know  that  no  such  line  has  been 
fixed  yet  where  these  lands  lie? 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  do  not  know  that.  I 
simply  bring  up  this  point,  that  in  case  they 
have  filed  their  map  and  located  their  line 
of  road  through  these  lands  they  would  have 
some  rights  which  ought  to  be  regarded  in  our 
legislation. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
whether  it  would  not  be  well  enough  to  know 
that  before  we  attempt  to  repeal  their  charter? 

Mr.  CORBETT.    I  should  think  so. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  suppose  it  is  in  order 
to  concur  in  the  House  amendment  with  an 
amendment? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  A  motion  to 
amend  would  have  priority  over  a  motion  to 
concur. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  am  certainly  unwilUng 
to  injure  the  'settlers  on  this  line.  I  wish  to 
provide  for  them.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have 
perfected  the  amendment  yet,  but  what  I  would 
desire  would  be  a  proviso  something  like  this: 

Provide  nev€ri\elettt  That  all  settlers  upon  the 
line  of  this  road  who  have  entered  and  paid  for  lands 
at  12  50  per  acre  shall  be  entitled  to  and  shall  re- 
ceive from  the  land  department  of  the  United 
States,  at  the  option  of  the  settler,  a  certificate  of 
eighty  acres  more  in  addition  to  the  eighty  acres 
already  patented,  or  there  shall  be  refunded  the 
money  paid  in  excess  of  SI  25  per  acre. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  as  he 
uses  the  phrase  'Uine  of  this  road,''  that  there 
are  two  roads  alluded  to  in  the  amendment 
of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  not  had  time  to 
perfect  the  amendment.  I  only  want  to  secure 
some  measure  for  the  settlers. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  have  not 
risen  to  enter  into  the  discussion ;  but  it  occurs 
to  me  that  this  is  the  first  I  have  heard  of  this 
bill.  Certainly  this  is  the  first  time  that  my 
attention  has  been  called  to  it.  I  understand 
I  now,  however^  that  the  bill  did  pass  the  Sen-. 


ate  some  time  ago,  and  has  been  returned  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  it  is  said  with  an  amendment  of  a 
somewhat  complex  character,  a£fecting  the  in- 
terests of  two  roads  at  least,  to  say  noUiing  of 
the  people.  On  mv  own  account,  if  I  am  to 
vote  upon  it,  I  thins  it  is  very  desirable  that  I 
should  understand  it.  I  suggest,  therefore, 
if  that  is  agreeable  to  those  having  charge  of 
the  bill,  that  the  amendment  be  printed  and 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.    VerywelL 

The  amendment  of  the  Honse  of  Repre- 
sentatives was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  its 
further  consideration  was  pos^oned  until 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  COLE.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  May  I  ask  in  what  con- 
dition does  that  leave  the  bill  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  leaves  it  on 
the  Calendar,  to  be  called  up  at  some  future 
day. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  pending  motion 
being  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to 
concur  in  the  Honse  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Kansas  to  amend  that  amend- 
ment has  priority  of  the  question  of  concur- 
rence. It  is  not  now  before  the  Senate,  how- 
ever ;  the  Senator' s  colleague  has  obtained  the 
floor  for  some  purpose. 

Mr.  COLE.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  merely  want  to  suggest 
that  I  think  the  subject  had  better  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
interested  in  the  bill  desired  it  to  go  to  a  con- 
ference committee. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  object  to  referring 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Pnblic  Lands. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  has  been 
postponed,  and  the  amendment  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

MESAGE  VROU  THK  HOUSB. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhebson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  805) 
granting  a  pension  to  Hannah  Gray. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  concurrent  resolution  of  the  House 
to  print  extra  copies  of  the  report  of  the  joint 
Committee  to  Inquire  into  the  Condition  of 
the  Late  Insurrectionary  States,  and  the  views 
of  the  minority  of  said  committee  therewith. 

The  message  farther  announced  that  the 
House  had  passed  the  following  bills :  in  which 
it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  827)  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  bridges  across  the  Ohio  river, 
and  to  prescribe  the  dimensions  of  the  same ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1070)  making  appropria- 
tions  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office  JDepart- 
ment  for  the  year  ending  June  80,  187S ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1789)  to  permit  the  im- 
portation, free  of  dnty,  of  certain  Highland 
kilts  and  uniforms  for  the  seventj-ninth  regi- 
ment of  Highlanders  of  the  National  Guard, 
State  of  New  York ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2048)  authorizing  an 
American  register  to  the  Dutch  bark  Alice 
Tarlton. 

BNBOLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  likewise  announced  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed  the  follow- 
ing enrolled  bills ;  and  they  were  thereupon 
signed  by  the  Vice  President : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  94)  for  the  relief  of  Miss 
Eeturah  Cole: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  ^7)  to  authorize  the  coo- 
strucUon  of  a  bridge  across  the  Mississippi 
river  at  or  near  the  town  of  Clinton,  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  and  other  bridges  across  saiil 
river,  and  to  establish  them  as  post  roads ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  715)  relating  to  the  capture 
of  the  Albemarle : 

A  bill  (H.  B,  No.  636)  to  change  the  name 
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of  the  pleasure-yacht  Lois  to  that  of  Sea 
Witch,  and  to  change  the  name  of  the  yacht 
Wiliiam  M.  Tweed  to  that  of  Julia; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2$4)  to  pay  William  P. 
Preston  the  sum  therein  named ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  li.  No.  1867)  for  the  relief  of 
James  T.  Johnston. 

ORDBR  07  fiUBINBSS. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  has  been  a  long  time  since 
the  Senate  has  been  troubled  with  an  appro- 
priation bill.  I  have  here  a  bill  which  I  wish 
the  Senate  woald  give  me  permission  to  con- 
sider to-morrow  morning  in  the  morning  hour : 
Senate  bill  No.  49,  providing  for  carrying  the 
mail  by  steamship  between  the  United  States 
and  Australia.  It  is  a  bill  of  great  importance 
to  the  whole  country,  and  it  is  one  in  which 
my  constituents  take  very  special  interest,  and 
it  is  a  bill  I  am  sure  that  ought  to  receive  the 
attention  of  the  Senate.  I  am  aware  we  can- 
not go  on  with  it  now,  as  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  has  stated  that  he  will 
ask  for  the  regular  order  promptly  at  one 
o^  clock  to-day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  California  that  the 
practice  has  never  yet  been  commenced  in  the 
Senate  of  giving  unanimous  consent  to  take 
np  a  bill  on  some  future  day  or  some  future 
boar,  except  by  making  it  a  special  order 
when  it  has  to  run  the  risk  of  being  antagon- 
ized by  nnfinished  business. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  that  a  day  be  fixed  for 
its  consideration,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  so  much 
national  importance,  having  been  recom- 
mended by  the  President  in  several  annual 
messages. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
California  desires  that  the  bill  alluded  to  by 
himself  shall  be  made  a  special  order.  There 
are  now  two  or  three  special  orders  on  the  Cal- 
endar. If  he  will  nane  a  day,  the  Chair  will 
submit  the  motion  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.    I  will  say  next  Monday. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  proposed 
that  the  bill  alluded  to  by  the  Senator  from 
California  shall  be  made  the  special  order  for 
Monday. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    I  shall  object. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  we  had  better 
resume  the  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  to  call  np  the 
resolution  fixing  Monday  for  the  consideration 
of  bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  Is  there  objec- 
tion? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  morning  hour  has  ex* 
oiivd   X  believe 

Th4  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  yet.  It  is 
very  near  expiring.  The  Senator  from  Michi- 
gan asks  to  call  up  his  resolution  fixing  Mon- 
day next  for  the  consideration  of  bills  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection  afler 
the  tariff  bill  is  disposed  of,  and  I  hope  we 
aball  get  through  with  that  this  week. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  tariff  bill  is  before 
the  Senate,  upon  which  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Frblikohotsen]  is  entitled  to 
the  floor. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  to  lay  the  tariff 
bill  aside. 

DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  was  going  to  ask  per- 
mission of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  to 
allow  me  to  call  up  a  bill  for  the  purpose  of 
liAving  a  conference  committee  ordered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  yields  the  Chair  will  submit 
all  these  Questions  separately.  The  Senator 
Ccom  Rhoae  Island  asks  that  the  Senate  take 
np  the  House  amendment  to  the  bill  (S.  No. 
edl)  providing  far  the  reporting  and  printing 
of  the  debates  of  Congrei^i  so  that  he  may 
renew  his  request  for  the  appointment  of  a 


committee  of  conference.  Is  there  objection  ? 
The  Chair  hears  none.  The  Senator  from 
Rhode  Island  moves  that  the  Senate  non-con- 
cur in  the  House  amendment  and  ask  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  of  conference. 

There  being  no  objection,  it  was  so  ordered ; 
and  the  Vice  President  was  by  unanimous  con* 
sent  authorized  to  appoint  the  committee, 

Messrs.  Anthony,  Hamlin,  and  Casserly 
were  appointed  the  conferees  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

BUSINESS  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  COMMERCE. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  should  like  to  have  a 
vote  on  my  resolution  if  the  Senator  from 
New  Jeraey  will  allow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  reauire 
unanimous  consent  unless  the  Senator  trom 
New  Jersey  yields  the  floor  absolutely,  so  that 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  may  make  a  motion 
to  lay  the  tariff  bill  on  the  table  and  take  up 
his  resolution. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  object  to  that.  I  have 
no  objection  to  a  vote  being  taken  on  the  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  If  the  Senator  does  not 
object  I  ask  for  the  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  object  to  the  tariff  bill 
being  laid  aside. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  resolation  of  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  do  not  know  whether  re- 
ports  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections  are  privil^ted  reports  or  not. 

The  VICE  PRESIDBNT.  They  have  never 
been  considered  in  this  body  as  having  any 
higher  privilege  than  that  when  a  Senator  has 
given  notice  of  his  desire  to  call  up  a  resolu- 
tion of  that  character  the  Chair  awards  U)e 
floor  to  him  as  soon  as  he  can  do  it  subject  to 
prior  claims,  as  in  this  case  the  claim  of  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey.  If  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  desires  to  antagonize  that  ques- 
tion against  the  tariff  bill,  the  Chair,  if  he 
claims  the  floor,  will  award  it  to  him  afler  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  has  concluded  his 
remarks,  that  he  may  test  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  upon  it.  It  is  no  question  of  privilege, 
as  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  that  can 
be  called  up  in  antagonism  to  other  business. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  will  merely  make  a  state- 
ment to  the  Senate.  I  have  no  aesire  to  antag- 
onize the  tariff  bill  with  any  proposition  I  may 
have  charge  of;  but  I  was  talking  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance  yesterday 
evening  in  reference  to  this  bill,  and  I  had  a 
conversation  with  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
[Mr.  Caepbnter]  this  morning,  who  made  the 
minority  report  in  the  North  Carolina  case, 
and  my  object  is  to  have  an  agreement  made 
in  order  to  prevent  antagonism,  for  I  have  no 
desire  to  do  that.  My  intention  was  to  call  up 
the  North  Carolina  case  this  moAiing,  as  I 
gave  notice  the  other  day ;  but  in  conierence 
with  these  Senators  I  find  there  is  no  disposi- 
tion (and  I  have  no  fault  to  find  with  them)  to 
lay  aside  the  tariff  bill.  I  would  like  to  make 
some  agreement  with  the  Senate  as  to  the  time 
the  North  Carolina  case  shall  come  up.  It  is 
an  important  one,  and  it  ought  to  be  decided. 
The  reason  I  objected  to  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  was  that  Monday 
was  the  day  that  in  conference  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  he  and  myself  were  agreed, 
if  the  Senate  woald  allow  us,  to  take  up  this 
question,  so  as  not  to  antagonize  other  meas* 
ures,  and  I  would  like  to  have  that  day.  That 
was  the  reason  of  my  objection  to  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Michigan  to  give 
Monday  to  his  committee.  If  we  cannot  have 
a  day  fixed,  I  shall  have  to  insist  some  time 
soon  on  calling  up  the  question ;  but  if  the 
Senate  will  let  us  have  Monday  for  the  dispo- 
sition of  it  and  sit  it  out  until  it  is  determined, 
so  as  to  decide  whether  this  gentleman  is  enti- 
tled to  a  seat  or  not,  which  I  think  oa^t  to 


be  decided,  it  will  be  perfectly  satisfactory  so 
far  as  the  committee  is  concerned.  I  think 
there  can  be  no  objection  to  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  What  day  does 
the  Senator  suggest? 

Mr.  LOGANT   I  suggest  Monday. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  have 
by  a  vote  already  assigned  that  day  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce ;  but  it  is  subject  to 
reconsideration  or  to  unanimous  consent  ovec' 
riding  it. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  reason  I  desired  the 
attention  of  the  Chair  at  the  time  the  Senator 
from  Michigan  was  on  the  floor  was  this :  if 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  have  their  mat- 
ters come  before  the  Senate  on  Monday,  as  I 
understand  from  the  chairman  the  number  of 
bills  they  have  to  consider,  it  will  postpone 
the  North  Carolina  case  to  quite  a  fate  day, 
which  certainly  does  strike  me  as  not  being 
proper  treatment  toward  applicants  for  seats 
in  this  body.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
that  fixed  Monday  for  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ator will  observe  that  my  colleague  is  not  in 
his  seat  before  he  makes  that  motion. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  merely  ask  that  some  day 
suitable  to  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  and 
other  Senators  upon  the  Comouttee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections  be  fixed.  That  will  be 
perfectly  satisfactory  to  me. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  As  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, any  day  next  week  will  suit ;  I  only 
want  to  know  what  day  it  is. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  may 
be  indulged  in  stating  to  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois that  at  this  period  of  the  session  in  this 
body,  with  the  pressure  of  appropriation  bills, 
tariff  bills,  &e.,  even  a  question  of  this  char- 
acter will  probably*  have  to  be  antagonized 
against  something  to  be  called  np,  because  by 
the  rule  the  unfinished  business  pending  at 
the  adjournment  in  the  evening  has  priority  of 
special  orders,  questions  of  privilege,  and 
everjrthing  else  at  one  o'clock  the  next  day. 
Anvthiog  pending  at  the  close  of  this  week 
will  have  precedence  of  the  business  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  which  has  been 
assigned  for  Monday. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  If  the  Senate  will  agree  to 
give  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elec- 
tions Tuesday,  inasmuch  as  thejr  have  agreed 
to  devote  Monday  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, we  will  accept  that;  but  I  will  say  to 
the  Senate  that  if  an  agreement  of  this  kind 
cannot  be  made,  I  will  then  antagonize  the 
consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
in  the  North  Carolina  case  against  whatever 
measures  may  come  up  afler  the  tariff  bill  is 
disposed  of. 

ITie  VICE  PRESIDBNT.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  asks  that  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Privileges  and  Elections  in  the  case  of 
the  claim  of  Mr.  Abbott  to  a  seat  from  North 
Carolina. 

Mr.  CONEXING.  The  question  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  wishes  to  advance,  although 
not  formally  a  question  of  privilege,  is  really 
and  essentially  so,  as  might  be  inferred  from 
the  remark  of  the  Chair.  For  that  reason 
and  for  others  I  should  be  glad  to  vote  or  to 
consent  in  such  wise  as  to  advance  the  determ- 
ination of  that  question.  I  wish  to  say, 
however,  that  I  shall  interpose  an  objection 
wherever  one  objection  will  avail,  and  a  vote 
wherever  that  will  avail,  to  prevent  anything 
being  taken  np  to  supersede  the  tariff  and  pre- 
vent final  action  upon  it.  I  make  this  remark 
without  reference  to  any  view  or  theory  in 
regard  to  the  tariff,  without  reference  neces- 
sarily to  the  fate  of  the  tariff  bill  before  us, 
whether  it  is  to  succeed  or  whether  it  shall 
finil.  I  make  my  remark  impelled  to  it  by  this, 
that  the  worst  possible  disposition  of  the  tariff 
bill  is  to  have  it  hang  as  it  is  now,  and  to 
have,  as  I  might  almost  say,  great  multitudes 
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of  people  vastly  interested  in  the  qnestion 
which  it  involves  tied  ap  by  the  thumbs  in  a 
condition  very  like  Mohammed's  coffin,  be- 
tween heaven  and  earth,  and  not  knowing  in 
which  direction  they  are  to  go  in  consequence 
of  this  legislation. 

In  that  view,  speaking  for  people  who  ad- 
monish me  every  day,  and  often  several  times 
in  the  day,  of  the  suffering,  the  injury  which  is 
accruing  from  the  suspense  of  the  tariff  ques- 
tion, and  without  wishing  at  ail  to  interfere 
with  the  wish  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  or 
any  other  Senator,  yet  I  shall  hold  it  my  duty 
to  vote  and  to  object  in  such  wise  as  will  allow 
the  general  debate  which  is  to  accrue  upon  the 
tariff,  and  which  I  sincerely  hope  will  not  con- 
tinue lon^,  to  expire,  and  then  a  vote  to  be 
taken  which  shall  determine  for  better  or  for 
worse  as  to  this  bill  what  its  action  is  to  be 
touching  imports  and  imposts  imposed  upon 
them. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  under- 
stands the  Senator  from  New  York  to  object 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Then  I  hope  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  may  be  allowed  to  be  taken  as  to 
whether  we  shall  have  Tuesday  next  for  the 
purpose  I  have  indicated. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUTSEN.  I  suggest  to  the 
Sepator  that  afcer  the  few  remarks  i  propose 
to  make  he  can  probably  make  an  arrange- 
ment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  prefers  to  proceed  with  his  remarks, 
and  he  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

HOUSE  BILLS  RBFJSBRED. 

The  following  bills  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives were  severally  read  twice  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  below : 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1070)  making  appro- 

S nations  for  the  service  of  the  Post  Office 
department  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1873 — to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1780)  to  permit  the 
importation,  free  of  duty,  of  certain  Highland 
kilts  and  uniforms  for  the  seventy-ninth  regi- 
ment of  Highluiders  of  the  National  Guard, 
State  of  New  York — to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2048)  authorizing  an 
American  register  to  the  Dutch  bark  Alice 
Tarlton — to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  827)  to  authorize  the 
construction  of  bridges  across  the  Ohio  river, 
and  to  prescribe  the  dimensions  of  the  same, 
was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  to  have  that  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Let  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce has  had  the  same  question  before  them. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  and 
be  printed. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFERRED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FERRT,  of  Michigan,  it 
was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papen  of  Reuben 
Qoodrich.  receiver  of  pablio  moneys  at  Traverse 
City,  Miohisan,  prayiog  reimbursement  of  money 
paid  to  Morgan  Bates,  formerly  recister  of  the  land 
office  at  that  city,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

NATIONAL  JUNCTION  RAILROAD. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  report  of  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
eommunicating,  in  compliance  with  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate  of  the  18th  instant,  the 
memorial  of  property-holders  along  N  street, 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  incorporating  the  National 
Junction  Railroad  Company;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  TARIVV  BILL. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  178)  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt,  the  pend- 


ing question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Scott  to  Uie  substitute  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee'on  Finance. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Mr.  President, 
I  hesitate  to  occupy  the  valuable  time  of  the 
Senate  even  by  the  brief  words  I  shall  submit, 
but  my  immediate  constituents  are  so  vitally 
interested  in  this  subject  that  I  feel  constrained 
not  to  present  an  argument,  but  as  their  organ 
to  give  expression  to  their  sentiments.  No 
one  who  believes  that  protection  to  American 
industry  is  a  wise  policy  can  fail  to  be  gratified 
by  the  doctrine  and  principle,  whatever  they 
may  think  of  the  details  of  the  bill  presented 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  or  by  the  clear 
and  concise  statement  of  the  chairman  of  that 
committee,  and  all,  whatever  their  views  on 

Erotectioh,  must  be  pleased  to  find  that  we 
ave  already  repealed  taxes  yielding  the 
amount  of  $238,000,000,  and  that  the  question 
now  is,  how  shall  we  dispose  of  $60,000,000  of 
revenue  which  is  not  required  ? 

But  while  thus  approving  the  principle  of 
the  bill  I  differ  with  the  committee  as  to 
where  the  reduction  of  the  taxes  should  be 
made.  It  should  not  be  by  making  the  duties 
on  imported  manufactures  less.  Taxes  are  said 
to  be  always  a  burden,  and  the  only  question 
is,  how  they  may  be  laid  so  as  to  be  least 
oppressive  and  annoying,  or  how  imposed  so 
as  to  secure  a  compensating  advantage.  With 
all  respect  for  the  opinions  of  others,  in  my 
own  mind  there  is  no  doubt  either  as  to  how 
taxes  can  be  rendered  least  annoying,  or  as 
to  how  the  greatest  advantage  from  their 
imposition  may  be  secured. 

Taxes  or  duties  should  be  removed  from 
those  necessarios  of  life  which  are  used  by  all, 
and  are  not  produced  in  this  country,  and 
should  be  imposed  on  those  foreign  produc- 
tions which  come  in  competition  with  our  own 
products  and  manufactures,  so  that  our  indus- 
tries may  be  the  better  encouraged,  so  that 
under  our  system  of  society  our  industrial 
classes  may  successfully  compete  with  the 
lower- priced  labor  of  a  very  different  system 
of  society,  and  so  that  millions  of  wealth  may 
be  retained  in  this  country  to  be  employed  in 
the  development  of  our  exhaustless  resources, 
which  wait  but  the  touch  of  industry  to  bless 
mankind,  rather  than  b^  a  profligate  disregard 
of  our  own  interests  lavuh  that  wealth  on  other 
nations  to  adorn  their  lands. 

A  tax  or  duty  which  is  made  to  answer  the 
double  purpose  of  paying  the  expenses  of  our 
Government  while  it  promotes  the  industries 
of  our  people,  can  witn  very  doubtful  propriety 
be  termed  even  by  political  economists  a  bur- 
den. Sir,  if  I  should  utter  just  what  my 
reason  convinced  me  to  be  true,  I  would  say 
that  our  country  was  profited,  not  injured,  by 
such  taxation. 

The  premium  on  gold  during  the  war,  as  it 
promote^  our  industries,  did  much  to  relieve 
the  country  from  the  impoverishing  effects  of 
that  war.  The  people  of  England  and  the 
continent  sold  only  in  gold.  The  purchaser 
here  was  obliged  to  pay  sixty  to  eighty  per 
cent,  premium  for  the  gold,  and  conseqaently 
could  buy  cheaper  here  than  there,  and  this 
protection  caused  hundreds  and  thousands  of 
factories  to  be  established,  and  thus  the  wealth 
of  the  country  was  increased  by  adding  labor 
to  the  raw  material,  and  that  wealth  was  re- 
tained here  instead  of  going  abroad.  Those 
who  criticise  our  Government  for  not  having 
conducted  the  war  with  gold,  as  if  that  had 
been  practicable,  overlook  this  great  economic 
advantage. 

Regular  and  remunerative  labor  for  the  peo- 
ple is  the  greatest  of  national  blessings.  The 
school  in  which  man  is  taught  to  contend  with 
hunger  and  cold,  and  with  the  difficulties  which 
physical  laws  present,  and  to  overcome  them, 
IB  of  more  importance  than  any  other  school. 
The  citizen  thus  not  only  secures  for  himself 
and  for  his  the  comforts  of  life,  but  gains  that 
energy,  that  endurance,  that  conscious   dig- 


nity which  is  essential  to  the  character  of  a 
free  citizen.  It  is  the  law  of  our  being  that  we 
must  all  labor  or  perish.  The  idler  must  ever 
give  way  to  the  man. of  frugal  industry,  and 
the  fishing,  dancing  tribes  must  move  off  at 
the  approach  of  the  regulated  labor  of  civil- 
ization. This  is,  too,  the  greatest  promoter  of 
virtue.  Regular  industry,  whether  of  hands  or 
brain,  is  ordained  of  Heaven  to  drain  society 
of  vice  and  to  give  growth  to  virtue,  and  ia 
sacred.  It  is,  as  has  been  sud,  the  noble 
channel  driven  through  the  mud  swamp  of 
existence,  draining  the  sour,  festering  water 
from  every  blade  of  grass,  until  the  pestilen- 
tial morass  is  converted  into  a  fertile  meadow, 
with  its  clear,  flowing  river. 

Those  who  are  opposed  to  the  protection  of 
our  industries  tell  us  that  trade  should  be  free, 
and  that  Government  should  not,  by  legisla- 
tion, meddle  with  it.  Of  course  trade  should 
be  free.  But  if  wise  legislation  secures  regular 
remunerative  employment  for  thepeople,  does 
trade  thereby  cease  to  be  free?  Cannot  every 
one  work  or  not,  engage  in  trade  or  not,  as  he 
pleases?  Can  he  not  work  at  what,  and  when, 
and  as  long  as  he  pleases  ?  The  very  object 
of  protection  is  to  secure  the  opportunity  to 
all  to  work  and  to  trade  if  they  will,  and  so  to 
make  them  free.  This  appropriation  of  the 
talismanic  word  ^'free/'  as  maaeby  my  &ieod 
from  Maryland  [Mr.  Hamilton]  yesterday,  to 
that  policy  which  is  opposed  to  the  protective 
system,  and  thus  to  insinuate  that  that  system 
is  to  be  placed  in  the  catalogue  with  the  odious 
monopolies  of  oriental  kingdoms,  or  even  of 
England  and  Holland,  is  an  adroit  and  skillfol 
wresting  of  words  from  their  true  meaning. 

They  tell  us,  too,  that  Government  should 
not  by  legislation  meddle  with  the  industry 
of  the  nation,  because  labor  is  a  commodity, 
and  should  sell  for  what  it  wiU  bring.  That 
is  true  as  between  the^employer  and  the  em- 
ployed, between  those  who  must  dispose  of 
and  those  who  desire  to  obtain  labor.  But 
the  Government  stands  upon  much  higher 
ground,  and  properly  holds  that  our  national 
interests  and  the  peculiar  character  of  our 
equal  institutions  forbid  that  labor  should  be 
obtainable  here  at  as  low  a  price  as  it  can  be 
had  in  countries  where  the  people  are  not  an 
integral  part  of  the  Government,  where  their 
well-being  is  a  subordinate  consideration,^  and 
where  the  doctrine  of  caste  is  not  yet  exploded. 
If  we  could,  sir,  undersell  the  world  in  shoes 
and  hats  and  clothing,  by  reducing  the  price 
of  labor,  so  that  those  who  produce  these 
articles  would  be  compelled  to  live  in  the 
same  poverty  that  operatives  do  elsewhere, 
and  be  reduced  to  the  same  social  deOTtda- 
tion,  this  nation  would  be  an  infinite  loser. 
It  is  indispensable  to  the  policy  of  oar  Gov.- 
ernment'that  the  American  artisan,  in  order 
to  maintain  the  dignity  which  American  citi- 
zenship requires,  should  support  a  certain 
independence  of  living. 

As  to  the  argument  that  where  wages  are 
lower  the  price  of  commodities  is  propor- 
tionably  reduced,  and  that  consequently  the 
reduction  of  wages  does  not  operate  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  operative,  I  have  only  to 
reply  that  experience  proves  to  the  contrary. 
Look  over  the  world,  audit  is  disproven  every- 
where. The  rapid  influx  of  the  laboring 
classes  of  Europe  into  this  country  disproves 
it.  They  are  sufficiently  intelligent  to  know 
where  they  are  most  prospered.  And  in  our 
own  country  no  one  can  have  observed  the 
condition  of  our  artisans  under  a  protective 
tariff,  and  when  measurablv  deprived  of  that 
protection,  without  seeing  the  benefits  arising 
to  labor  from  good  wages. 

It  is  the  business  of  the  Government  to  look 
after  its  industrial  interests.  If  the  wretched 
hordes  who  drag  out  a  miserable  existence  in 
Asia  had  intelligent  legislation  to  encourage, 
direct,  and  protect  their  labor,  they  might  be 
as  comfortable  as  the  people  of  New  England 
on  their  barren  soil. 
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Qoverament  has  something  more  to  do  than 
to  suppress  crime  and  keep  the  peace.  Know- 
ing that  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  the 
Eeople  shoald  possess  the  many  and  varied 
lessings  that  flow  from  indastry,  the  Govern- 
ment can  properly  see  to  it  that  the  American 
artisan  buys  his  food  of  the  American  farmer, 
and  that  the  American  farmer  purchases  the 
mannfactores  of  the  American  artisan,  by 
enacting  laws  making  it  the*interest  of  each  to 
do  so. 

And  as  to  that  extremely  benign  and  chari- 
table view  which  holds  that  we  shoald  remem- 
ber that  the  sabjects  of  other  Governments  are 
oar  brethren,  and  that  we  shoald  not  discrim- 
inate against  their  labor,  my  reply  is  we  have 
to  the  people  of  other  countries  opened  the 
portals  of  our  land  and  bid  them  welcome ; 
and  to  other  Governments  we  say,  *  4f  yon  insist 
on  redaciog  your  labor  to  the  starvation  stand- 
ard, and  if,  by  reason  of  the  efficiency  that 
length  of  time  and  aggregation  of  capital  have 
given  your  manu&ctures,  you  propose  to  crash 
oar  comparatively  immature  industries,  we  will 
close  our  doors  against  your  aggression,  and 
we  do  not  violate  trne  charity  by  so  doing." 

Now,  sir,  as  to  the  claim  of  the  opponents 
of  protection  that  it  is  an  onerous  tax  on  the 
whole  community  for  th^  benefit  of  those 
engaged  in  manufactures,  let  me  say  that  the 
only  manner  in  which  the  community  is  taxed 
by  i>rotection  is  of  coarse  by  the  payment  of 
an  increased  price  for  the  commodities  they 
use.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  people  of  this 
country  have  ever  yet  realized  how  mnch  they 
Boffer,  or  ever  will  until  they  read  the  able 
speech  of  my  friend  from  Maryland.  They 
have  heretofore  considered  themselves  pretty 
cooifortably  off.  A  familiar  anecdote  answers 
the  case  put  by  that  Senator,  to  the  effect  that 
without  this  protection  one  with  five  dollars 
could  purchase  materials  from  the  ship  in  New 
York  bay.  or  he  migfit  have  said  from  Eng- 
land, for  tne  expense  of  transportation  is  very 
trifling,  for  which  under  the  tariff  he  is  obliged 
to  pa^  $7  50.  The  Irish  immigrant  who  came 
to  this  conntry,  and  who,  on  being  asked  a 
dollar  for  a  bushel  of  potatoes,  said  he  could 
bu^  them  in  his  own  country  for  sixpence,  on 
being  asked  why  he  did  not  stay  there,  replied, 
"Bat  where  would  I  get  the  sixpence?" 
[Laughter.]  And  so  where  would  the  man 
get  the  five  dollars  if  you  destroy  our  iodus- 
tries  and  waste  the  wealth  of  the  country? 
But  if  the  enhanced  price  was  not  pud,  and 
if  the  expenses  of  the  Government  were  not 
met  by  these  duties,  the  community  would  be 
obliged  to  pay  a  sum  certainly  equal  to  the 
duties  in  other  taxation.  So  that  the  duties 
paid  are  properly  chargeable  to  the  support  of 
the  Government,  and  not  to  the  protection  of 
the  maouiactnrers. 

But  again,  if  the  enhanced  price  which  the 
community  pay  for  commodities  by  reason  of 
the  tariff  is  greater  in  amount  than  the  taxes 
required  for  the  support  of  the  Government, 
it  IB  not  true  that  the  community  even  to  the 
amount  of  that  excess  is  ti^xed  to  support 
manafacturea.       Abolish   all    duties  to-day, 
open  your  ports  to  the  manu&ctnrers  of  Eu- 
rope, and  the  mechanics  of  this  country  must 
seek  other  avocations,  and  our  factories  must 
be  closed;  and  passing  by  the  disaster  this 
state  of  things  would  bring  to  the  country,  by 
which  all  would  be  affected,  observe  the  effect 
that  would  be  produced  on  prices.    The  com- 
munity would  then  be  obliged  to  pay  for  the 
article  of  foreign  production  much  more  than 
they  are  now  required  to  pay  for  the  home 
product.    Take  awa^  that  competition  to  for- 
eign prodoction  which  our  mannfactores  cre- 
ate, and  the  large  capitalists  of  Europe  at  once 
adTance  their  prices  to  the  highest  sum  they 
can  obtain.    The  only  limit  to  their  exactions 
would  result  from  the  competition  among  those 
Ibretgn  capitalists,  a  competition  which  their 
common  interest  would  regulate,  adjust,  and 
aroid.     With  our  factories  closed  ana  our 
in  other  employment,  we  would  be 


powerless  to  afford  any  relief  to  a  suffering 
community.  Therefore,  it  is  true  that  the 
duties  are  first  to  be  charged  to  the  support  of 
the  Government,  and  the  enhanced  price  occa- 
sioned by  those  duties  is  to  be  charged,  sec- 
ondly, to  maintaining  that  necessary  compe- 
tition without  which  we  would  be  entirely  at 
the  mercy  of  the  foreign  manufacturer. 

The  effect  of  even  a  slight  reduction  in  duty 
was  illustrated  in  the  case  of  pig  iron.  The 
duty  was  nine  dollars  a  ton ;  we  reduced  it  to 
seven  dollars ;  and  although  there  was  an  in- 
creased demand  for  pig  iron,  little  more  was 
manufiactured ;  the  price  which  we  had  to  pay 
abroad  advanced  several  dollars  per  ton.  The 
railroad  companies  of  the  conntry  under- 
stand this  principle.  Two  years  ago  they  peti- 
tioned to  have  the  duties  adyanced  in  order 
that  the  manufacturers  of  this  country  might 
afford  competition  with  those  abroad  and  keep 
down  the  prices. 

Sir,  it  is  not  the  higher  price  for  his  goods 
that  constitutes  the  chief  advantage  the  Amer- 
ican manufacturer  derives  from  the  tariff;  it  is 
his  having  a  steady  and  regular  market  on  which 
ho  can  calculate  and  work  up  to,  that  most 
profits  him.  Take  two  factories,  in  each  of 
which  $600,000  is  invested,  and  in  each  of 
which  the  same  rate  of  wages  is  paid ;  let  one 
factory  with  its  capital  stand  idle  six  months 
in  the  year,  while  the  other  is  employed  all  the 
time,  and  of  course  the  one  fully  employed  can 
sell  goods  probably  twenty  per  cent,  cheaper 
than  the  factory  which  is  thus  only  partially 
employed,  and  this  simply  because  the  ^oods 
manuUictured  cost  that  much  less.  It  is  the 
cost  of  goods,  no  matter  what  the  wages,  that 
under  a  healthy  competition  regulates  their 
price.  Take  away  your  duties,  let  the  manu- 
uicturers  of  England  flood  this  conntry  when- 
ever they  please  with  their  surplus  goods,  and 
they  can  at  pleasure  close  our  factories,  and 
stop  our  capital  from  earning  any  remunera- 
tion, thus  making  the  market  capricious,  and 
therefore  un  remunerative. 

I  observe  by  a  statement  published  this 
morning  from  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  that 
for  the  calendar  year  of  1871,  under  existing 
duties,  our  imports  are* $688,000,000  and  our 
exports  $637,000,000,  leaving  a  balance  ad- 
verse to  this  country  of  $61,000,000.  What 
would  be  our  imports  were  duties  removed, 
and  what  would  be  the  condition  of  the  coun- 
try under  these  accumulating  adverse  bal- 
ances ?    Sir,  we  must  not  reduce  the  tariff. 

I  might  illustrate  the  great  advantage  the 
farmer  derives,  not  only  incidentally  but 
directly,  from  the  maintenance  of  our  man- 
ufactories in  having  a  home  market  for  his 
productions.  To  him  a  distant  market  is  al- 
ways an  uncertain  one,  and  for  which  he  can- 
not plant,  and  which  commands  only  a  limited 
amount  of  two  or  three  staples,  while  a  home 
market  is  certain  and  various.  But  I  will  not 
now  enter  upon  this  branch  of  the  subject. 

It  is,  sir,  for  the  reasons  thus  briefly  and 
partially  indicated  that,  if  we  are  to  reduce 
our  revenue,  I  am  in  favor  of  so  doing  in 
some  other  manner  than  as  proposed  in  the 
bill  by  reducing  ten  per  cent,  the  duty  on 
manufactured  imports.  But,  sir,  to  my  mind 
there  is  a  grave  question  whether  there  should 
be  a  reduction  of  our  revenue  to  the  amount 
indicated.  I  believe  that  as  the  chosen  direct- 
ors for  a  time  of  this  great  governmental  cor- 
poration we  should  not  hesitate  to  make  those 
expenditures  which  we  believe  will  promote 
the  general  welfare  of  our  whole  consUtueniqr. 
We  should  protect  our  manufactures;  we 
should  foster  agriculture ;  we  should  build  up 
commerce ;  we  should  provide  by  our  Navy  for 
the  common  defense. 

As  to  manufactures,  I  have  said  all  I  pur- 
posed to.  We  are  moving  in  the  right  direo- 
tion  by  establishing  a  tariff  for  revenue,  dis- 
criminating for  protection. 

As  to  agriculture,  the  interest  is  so  vast  and 
the  aid  it  demands  from  the  Government  so 
small,  that  there  should  be  no  hesitation  in 


fostering  it,  unless,  as  has  been  intimated  from 
highly  respectable  sources,  there  is  in  the 
nation  no  constitutional  power  to  promote 
either  agriculture  or  learning.  I  say  that  the 
interests  of  agriculture  are  vast.  The  area  of 
the  United  States,  land  and  water,  is  fourteen 
hundred  and  sixty-six  million  acres,  of  which 
there  is  improved  one  hundred  and  eighty 'nine 
millions,  say  eight  per  cent.,  and  onhr  twenty 
per  cent,  is  in  farms  of  any  kind.  While  this 
fractional  portion  of  our  territory  only  is  em- 
ployed the  agricultural  products  of  1869,  as 
appears  by  the  census,  were  $2,446,000,000,  a 
sum  equal  to  the  national  debt  Of  course 
from  this  is  to  be  deducted  the  expense  of  the 
production  in  order  to  ascertain  the  increase 
of  wealth.  We  can  hardly  conceive  of  the 
vastness  of  our  agriculturml  products  now,  and 
what  will  it  be  wnen  not  only  ei^ht  per  cent, 
of  our  land,  but  our  whole  territory  capable 
of  improvement  is  under  cultivation  ? 

This  commanding  industry  should  be  fos 
tered,  and  if  the  Government  can  do  anything 
to  promote  it,  it  shoald  do  so  rather  than  re- 
duce its  revenue.  While  manufactures  and 
commerce  demand  millions,  a  few  thousands 
directed  to  this  branch  of  our  industries  would 
produce  large  returns.  From  all  the  world  we 
should  ^ther  the  best  cereals  and  other  seeds ; 
the  various  breeds  of  domestic  animds,  the 
varieties  of  plants  and  tre^s.  Statistical  and 
geological  information,  plans  of  irrigation  and 
the  iMaptations  of  every  district  should  be 
possessed  by  the  Department  We  should 
nave  experimental  ganiens  and  farms,  and  a 
signal  service  for  our  farmers ;  and  more  of 
the  public  lands  should  be  devoted  to  establish 
and  maintain  agricultural  colleges ;  while  the 
fountain  and  center  of  this  information  should 
be  here.  All  this  will  require  larger  appropria- 
tions than  we  are  accustomed  to  make,  though . 
still  small  in  comparison  with  the  vast  interest 
involved,  and  witn  the  benefit  to  aecitie. 

But  we  are  told  that  we  have  no  constitu- 
tional right  to  promote  agriculture.  Can.  this 
be  true?  No,  sir.  We  have  at  last  not  a 
mere  agency  of  the  States,  but  a  nation,  pos- 
sessed of  the  sovereign  will  and  sovereign 
power  of  a  nation.  A  constitutional  nation. 
It  is  true,  but  one  empowered  to  exercise  all 
the  functions  specifically  conferred  upon  it; 
and  besides  that,  possessed  of  the  unlimited, 
I  may  say  arbitrary,  power  of  taxation,  with 
the  right  to  appropriate  the  money  raised  for 
whatever  will  promote  the  general  welfare  of 
the  aggregated  States  or  of  the  nation  not 
conflicting  with  the  rights  of  the  States  ;  and 
the  Constitution  in  unequivocal  terms  so  de- 
clares. The  Constitution,  in  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  first  article,  declares  the  specific 
powers  of  the  nation  as  the  exclusive  legis- 
lation over  the  District,  the  regulation  of  com- 
merce, the  establishing  of  post  offices  and 
post  roads,  declaring  war,  raising  an  army, 
providing  a  navy,  &c.,  some  sixteen  specifica- 
tions ;  and  besides  these  it  declares  that  the 
Government  has  the  right  to  collect  taxes,  to 
provide  for  the  '^genersd  welfare  of  the  United 
States." 

It  is  argued  that  this  provision  is  only  ancil- 
lary and  in  aid  of  the  power  specified.  And, 
sir,  the  provision  conferriuff  the  power  to 
*^  provide  for  the  general  welmre"  must  have 
that  effect  given  it  and  be  so  disposed  of,  or  it 
must  have  the  office  we  claim.  It  is  not  in- 
serted in  aid  of  these  specific  powers  for  two 
reasons:  first,  because  there  is  at  the  close 
of  the  list  of  specified  powers  a  provision  ex- 
pressly for  that  purpose  thus:  '' Congress 
shall  have  the  power  to  make  all  laws  which 
shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  foregoing  powers;"  and  sec- 
ondly, because  the  Gonstitption  does  not  de- 
clare that  the  office  of  the  '^general  welfare  " 
clause  is  to  be  ancillary  to  and  in  aid  of  the 
specific  powers,  and  we  have  no  more  right  to 
interpolate  such  words  or  purpose  into  the 
instrument  than  to  make  a  new  one.  This 
clause  of  the  Constitntion  means  what  it  sajBy 


185t> 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  21 » 


that  the  €k>veniment  has  the  right  to  proride 
for  the  geaeral,  in  contradistinction  to  the 
State  or  local  welfaroi  or  it  is  without  signifi' 
cance.  And  let  no  man  say  that  any  wora  of 
that  instrument  is  senseless.  Madison  said 
that  no  reflecting  man  conld  read  that  instru- 
ment without  oerceiving  in  it  the  finger  of  that 
almighty  Hana  which  had  been  so  frequently 
and  signally  extended  for  our  relief  in  the 
critical  stages  of  the  Revolution. 

This  important  power,  too,  is  associated  in 
the  Constitution  with  one  nationality  to  which 
it  i>articularly  iwpertains.  In  the  preamble  it 
is •  introduced  thus:  "we,  the  people  of  Uiis 
United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  per* 
feet  union,  provide  for  the  common  defense 
and  promote  the  general  wel&re,  do  ordain  and 
estaolish  this  Constitution."  And  in  the  eighth 
section  it  is  directly  associated  with  the  ''  com- 
mon defense.''  And  it  would  be  a  strange 
anomaly,  indeed,  if  a  great  nation  did  not  pos- 
sess in  addition  to  its  specific  powers  the  power, 
without  interfering  with  local  rights,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  general  welfare  of  the  aggregated 
nation.  It  is  a  power  which  every  other  cor- 
poration possesses  without  specific  grant,  and 
which  this  national  corporation  would  have 
possessed  had  not  the  far-reaching  wisdom 
and  accurate  forethought  of  the  fathers  twice 
inserted  it  in  well  chosen  words  in  the  Consti- 
tution. We  are  ndt  left  without  authoritv  on 
this  subject.  I  will  refer  to  two  acknowledged 
authorities;  the  one  holding  to  a  strict  and 
the  other  to  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con* 
stitution. 

President  Monroe,  in  a  special  message  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  May  4,  1822, 
speaking  of  the  effect  of  the  provision  "  to 
provide  for  the  general  welfare,-'  said: 

"  It  is  manifestly  incidental  to  the  sreat  ohjeots 
of  the  first  branch  of  the  srant  which  author- 
ises Congress  to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  im- 
posts, and  excises;  a  power  of  vast  extent,  not 
framed  by  the  Confederation,  the  grant  of  which 
formed  one  of  the  principal  inducements  to  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitation.  If  both  parts  of  the 
grant  are  taken  together,  as  they  most  be,  for  the 
one  follows  immediately  after  the  other  in  the  same 
sentence,  it  seems  to  be  impossible  to  give  to  the 
latter  any  other  constmction  than  that  contended 
for.  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect 
taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises.  For  what  pur- 
pose? To  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defense  and  general  welfare  of  the  United 
States— -an  arrangement  and  phraseology  which 
clearly  show  that  the  latter  part  of  the  olanse  was 
intended  to  enumerate  the  purposes  to  which  the 
money  thus  raised  might  be  appropriated." 

*'  Had  it  been  intended  that  Congress  should  be 
restricted  In  the  appropriation  of  the  public  money 
to  such  expenditures  as  were  authorised  by  a  rigid 
construction  of  the  other  specific  grants,  how  easy  it 
would  have  been  to  have  provided  for  it  by  a  declar- 
ation to  that  effect.  The  omission  of  such  declar- 
ation is,  therefore,  an  additional  proof  that  it  was 
not  intended  that  thegrant should  oe  so  construed." 
«<»       «       «#•#«#« 

**  Each  Government  should  look  to  the  great  and 
essential  purposes  for  which  it  was  instituted  and 
confine  itself  to  those  purposes.  A  State  government 
will  rarely,  if  ever,  apply  money  to  national  pur- 
poses without  making  it  a  charge  to  the  nation.^' 
*        *        o        «•»•««# 

"  It  is  believed  that  there  is  not  a  corporation  in 
the  Union  which  does  not  exercise  freat  discretion  in 
the  application  of  the  money  raised  by  it  to  the  pur- 
poses of  its  institution.  It  would  bo  strange  ir  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  which  was  insti- 
tuted for  such  important  purposes  and  endowed 
with  such  extensive  powers,  should  not  be  allowed 
at  least  equal  diBcretion  and  authority.  The  evil  to 
be  particularly  avoided  is  the  violation  of  State 
rights ;  shunning  that,  it  seems  to  be  more  reason- 
aolo  and  proper  that  the  powers  of  Congress  should 
be  so  construed  as  that  the  General  Government,  in 
its  intercourse  with  other  nations  and  in  our  in- 
ternal concerns,  should  be  able  to  adopt  all  such 
measures  lying  in  the  fair  scope  and  intended  to 
facilitate  the  direct  objects  of  its  power  as  the  pub- 
lic welfare  may  require  and  a  sound  and  provident 
policy  dictate." 

President  John  Quincy  Adams,  in  his  first 
message  to  Congress,  December  6.  1826,  after 
having  mentioned  the  power  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  particularly  the  '^  general  welfiire '' 
provision,  says : 

"The  groat  o\4«it  of  the  institution  of  civil  gov- 
ernment is  the  improvement  of  the  condition  of 
those  who  are  parties  to  the  social  compact.  And 
no  Government,  in  whatever  (brm  constituted,  can 
^accomplish  the  lawftd  ends  of  ia  institution,  but  in 


proportion  as  it  improves  the  condition  of  those 
over  whom  it  is  established."  «  «  •  « 
*'fiut  moral,  political,  and  intellectual  improvement 
are  duties  assigned  by  the  Author  of  our  existence 
to  social  no  less  than  to  individual  man.  For  the  ful- 
fillment of  those  duties.  Governments  are  invested 
with  power;  and  to  the  attainment  of  the  end.  the 
progressive  improvement  of  the  condition  of  the 

5ovemed,  the   exercise  of  delegated  powers  is  a 
nty  as  sacred  and  indispensable  as  the  usurpation 
of  powers  not  granted  is  criminal  and  odious." 
•       ••**••••« 

"  If  these  powers,  and  others  enumerated  in  the 
Constitution,  may  be  effectually  brought  into  action 
by  laws  promoting  the  improvement  of  agriculture, 
commerce,  and  manufactures,  the  cultivation  and 
encouragement  of  the  mechanic  and  the  elegant  arts, 
the  advanoement  of  literature,  and  the  progress  of 
the  scienceS|  omameatal  and  profound :  to  refrain 
from  exercising  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  people 
themselves,  would  be  to  hide  in  the  earth  the  talent 
committed  to  our  charge,  would  be  treachery  to  the 
most  sacred  of  trusts." 

This  power  has  been  exercised  in  obtaining 
information  on  various  subjects  when  taking 
the  census,  and  in  making  surveys  for  roads 
and  canals,  and  in  our  internal  improvements. 
Washington  recognized  it  when  he  donated 
land  for  a  national  university,  and  the  educa- 
tional bureau  and  the  Afipricultural  Department 
are  founded  upon  it.  We  have  the  constitu- 
tional power,  and  the  revenues  should  not  be 
so  diminished  that  the  important  interest  of 
agriculture  must  be  neglected. 

There  are  two  other  national  interests  that 
demand  the  careful  attention  and  aid  of  the 
Government — our  commerce,  and  our  Navy. 
The  welfare  of  the  nation  would  be  better  pro- 
moted by  extending  to  these  interests  such 
assistance  as  wise  legislation  might  direct,  than 
by  so  great  a  reduction  of  the  revenue.  These 
two  interests  should  be  considered  and  pro- 
vided for  together,  for  they  are  dependent  upon 
each  other.  Your  Navy  can  only  be  supplied 
with  efiicient  seamen  from  the  commercial 
marine,  and  your  commerce  cannot  be  ex- 
tended without  a  navy  to  protect  it.  Sir,  that 
standing  and  dignity  of  the  United  States  which 
protect  It  from  aggression  and  insult,  and  thus 
avoids  the  occasions  of  war,  demand  a  navy; 
the  success  of  the  United  States  in  the  event 
of  war  demands  a  navy;  and  we  are  in  this 
arm  of  dur  service  weaker  to-day  than  the 
second-class  Powers  df  the  world. 

And  as  to  commerce,  permit  a  word.  For 
a  nation  having  so  extended  a  sea*  coast  as 
ours,  situated  between  the  great  oceans,  with 
Europe  on  the  one  side  and  Asia  on  the  other, 
the  latter  just  opening  her  ports  to  the  worla 
and  inviting  us  to  be  her  next  friend ;  with  in- 
exhaustible resources  at  home  that  the  world 
needs,  with  a  growing  refinement  among  our 
people  that  demands  the  productions  of  other 
nations,  with  the  best  of  material  for  seamen, 
with  a  population  "as  nomadic  as  the  Arabs 
and  as  impetuous  as  the  Goths  and  Huns/' 
traversing  the  earth  while  the  peoples  of  the 
world  are  flowing  into  our  land,  to  have  no 
commerce  is  a  disgrace ;  and  if  the  nation's 
legislation  is  at  fault  this  is  a  reproach  to  us. 

What  would  the  worid  think  of  England  if 
her  commerce  demanded  aid,  as  ours  does, 
should  she  be  considering  how  she  could  save 
a  few  million  pounds  sterling,  rather  than 
strengthen  this  branch  of  enterprise?  You 
find  no  such  policy  as  ours  there.  She  is  on 
the  alert,  watching  every  opportunity.  She 
amuses  other  nations  with  the  siren  song  of 
free  trade,  but  by  navigation  laws  excludes  all 
strangers  from  oarticipatin^  where  she  has 
control.  She  is  Durdened  with  debt,  but  with 
liberal  hand  pays  out  her  millions  to  promote 
commerce.  Let  us  learn  from  her  statesman- 
ship a  lesson.  What  should  we  do?  To  an- 
swer that  question  demands  the  united  wisdom 
of  Congress ;  suggestions,  however,  any  one 
can  mske. 

First,  we  might  construct  for  our  Navy  steam 
propellers  of  speed,  and  employ  them  without 
armament  in  our  mail  service,  thus  giving 
employxnent  and  experience  to  the  officers  and 
'  men  and  cadets  of  our  Navy,  and  these  vessels 
with  their  crews  could  be  ready  in  the  event 
of  war  for  service.  u 


Second,  we  might  give  drawbacks  appor- 
tioned to  the  tonnage  of  certain  classes  of 
vessels  built  at  home.  The  drawback  being 
thus  regulated  by  the  tonnage,  would  apply  to 
the  labor  and  its  higher  price  as  well  as  to  the 
material,  so  that  ships  could  be  built  here  n» 
cheaply  as  in  England. 

The  advantages  the  United  States  would 
receive  in  compensation  for  such  drawbacks 
would  be:  a  national  coittmerce,  with  its  varied 
benefits;  the  establishment  of  private  ship- 
yards, to  be  used  in  the  event  or  war  by  the 
United  States ;  and  these  are  as  essential  to 
our  security  as  seamen  in  that  event.  We 
should  possess  the  right  to  appropriate  these 
vessels  if  required,  for  a  compensation,  to  the 
national  service;  and  we  would,  by  building 
for  ourselves,  retain  in  our  own  countrv  the  vast 
wealth  which,  if  we  are  to  have  any  snips,  will 
go  to  other  nations  in  payment  for  our  vessels. 

These  considerations,  in  my  opinion,  far 
more  than  compensate  for  such  drawbacks  a^ 
we  would  be  called  upon  to  pay  until  the  busi- 
ness of  ship-building  here  can  be  economically 
prosecuted,  which,  from  the  increasing  price 
of  ships  in  England,  would,  I  think,  be  but  a 
few  years. 

Agaiuj  we  mighl^ adopt  the  English  policT 
of  granting  subsidies  to  routes  between  points 
indicated  by  the  Government.  That  policy 
should,  I  think,  be  adopted  in  reference  to  the 
Pacific  route.  This  nation  ought  to  hold  on 
to  that  trade  at  all  hazards.  There  is  not  time 
for  a  system  of  drawbacks  to  operate  there.  I 
know  no  one  who  is  interestea  in  that  enter 
prise  I  its  claims  have  never  been  presented  to 
me ;  but  I  know  that  it  is  ours,  and  about  all 
we  have;  that  it  is  a  key  to  inexhaustible 
wealth,  and  that  England  stands  ready  to  seize 
it.  It  is  not  the  grandest  thing  in  this  world 
to  save  money.  It  is  far  -nobler  to  promote 
the  usefulness  and  happiness  and  grandeur  of 
such  a  country  as  ours. 

It  has  been  claimed  by  some  that  protec- 
tion is  unfriendly  to  commerce.  Not  at  all, 
sir.  If  we  retain  our  wealth  here  we  have 
something  to  trade  with;  if  we  send  our 
wealth  abroad,  destroy  our  industries,  and  im- 
poverish the  nation,  we  have  nothing  to  trade 
with.  Our  system  of  protection,  too,  is  hav- 
ing its  effect  in  England.  They  cannot  hold 
their  operatives.  They  are  compelled  to  pay 
higher  wages.  Their  goods  cost  more.  They 
must  have  more  for  them ;  and  if  we  hold  on 
to  protection  the  day  is  not  far  off  when  they 
will  have  no  advantage  over  us  in  the  price 
of  goods  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 

These,  Mr.  President,  are  suggestions  only. 
They  are  sufficient  to  commendthe  subject  to 
those  who  are  wiser.  I  would  rejoice  to  see 
$10,000,000  appropriated  this  year  to  agricul- 
ture, commerce,  and  the  Navy,  and  my  judg- 
ment is  that  the  good  sense  of  the  people  would 
give  that  appropriation  its  approval. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
one  moment? 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  MORTON.  For  the  purpose  of  bring- 
ing the  whole  question  before  the  Senate  in 
regard  to  the  reduction  of  taxes  which  we 
have  promised  the  people  at  this  session  of 
Congress,  and  believing  that  it  maj  as  legiti- 
mately be  considered  as  any  portion  of  thn 
amendment  that  has  been  offered,  I  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  to  come  in  as 
an  additional  section,  and  sA  to  have  it  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Hjlr- 
LAN  in  the  chair.)  It  would  not  be  in  order 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  that  it  be  read  for 
information,  and  give  notice  of  my  intention 
to  offer  it. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  all  laws  or  parts  of  lawsorsattor  or  Imposiiuc 
taxes  upon  domostio  produotions  and  upen  stamiMU 
except  the  taxes  upon  spirits,  ferm«Dtedliaiion  ana 
tobacco,  are  hereby  repealed,  the  repeal  to  Uko 
effect  on  the  1st  day  of  October.  1872. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    I  should  like  to  ask  the 
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Senator  urbether  he  proposes  to  leave  the 
▼ery  costly  and  -ponderous  maohinery  of  the 
internal  rerenne? 

Mr.  MORTON;  That  is  a  question  that 
will  come  np  aft«rilrardi  If  this  amendment 
should  be  adopted^  it  trill  then  be  for  us  to 
determine  how  mueh  of  that  machinery  caii 
be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  proposition  of  the 
Senator  is  naliiaK  He  proposes  to  gite  up 
the  internal  revenne  in  great  pari,  bat  there 
is  no  pilbposition  to  abolish  the  o&ce  and  all 
thid  ttibb  of  office-holdets  throughout  the  coun- 
try. NoW|  ( think  that  should  be  accomplished 
befcrre  we  elose  this  session.  I  think  we  ought 
to  reduce  the  taxation,  and  one  element  of 
reducing  the  taxation  is  to  get  rid  of  this  tribe 
of  office- holders. 

Mri  8HBRM  AN.  With  the  consent  of  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  I  desire  to  state  that 
this  subject  of  ihternal  retenne  taxation  is  not 
introduced  in  this  bill  for  the  reason  which  I 
stated  in  the  beginning ;  but  undoubtedly  any 
measure  for  the  repeal  of  internal  taxes  should 
be  accompanied  with  a  modification  of  the 
machinery  fbt  the  dolleotion  of  internal 
taxcBi  I  take  it^  however,  the  amendment  is 
not  now  in  ordei^,  but  will  come  np  at  a  later 
period. 

The  PRESmiNO  OFFIGBB.  It  le  not 
now  in  ordeh 

Mr.  COLE;  With  the  permission  of  the 
Senator  from  Virginia,  I  will  say,  in  iresponse 
to  the  Senatot'  ft-om  Massachusetts^  that  ade* 
quate  provision  already  exists  for  getting  rid 
of  this  machinery  to  a  great  extent.  The  Sen* 
ator  Will  remember  that  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  have  now  the  power 
to  reduce  the  number  of  collection  districts 
and  consolidate  them  in  the  States^  and  to 
reduce  to  any  extent  the  force  that  is  now 
employed  in  collecting  internal  revenue ;  and 
as  soon  as  a  measure  of  this  kind  is  passed,  the 
machinery  wonld  be  modified  at  once  Under 
the  power  which  the  Govei'nment  now  pos* 
sesses* 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  understand  that«  TheSen« 
ator  ss^s  that  the  Executive  has  the  power< 
The  question  is  whether,  on  a  matter  like  thatf 
Congress  should  not  interfbre  and  positively 
abolinh  the  machinery  ]  whether  it  should  leave 
that  to  the  discretion  of  anybody. 

Hr.  COLE.  There  has  already  been  a  re* 
duction  of  thefotce  used  in  collecting  the  taxes 
on  aecobnt  of  the  reduction  of  taxes  made  a 
year  or  two  agOf  and  the  executive  depart* 
ment  of  the  Qovemment  has  from  time  io  time 
reduced  it  as  much  as  it  could  be  reduced  and 
£uthfully  carry  out  the  laws. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER^  Does  the 
Senatot  from  Indiana  desire  his  proposed 
amendment  printed  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  be  glad 
to  have  it  printed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objeetiotif  that  order  will  be  made. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  addressed  the  Senate. 
[His  remarks  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 
Mr.  SAWYER*  Mr.  President,  1  propose 
at  the  prober  time  to  move  an  amendment  to 
the  bill  striking  out  its  provision  as  to  the  doty 
on  rice. 

i  feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  move  so  to  amend 
it  ID  justice  to  those  engaged  in  one  of  the 
moal  important  agricultural  interests  of  the 
State  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent) 
and  of  two  or  three  other  southern  States. 

There  hre  few  branches  of  the  industry  of 
the  rioe-gtowing  States  of  the  Union  which 
feel  Uie  benefits  of  that  system  of  protective 
duties  which  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  the 
settled  policy  of  the  country.  Most  of  the 
products  of  tliose  States  are  agricultural,  and 
of  auch  a  nature  that  they  do  not  need  protec* 
tioQ  to  enable  them  to  enter  on  favorable 
terms  into  competition  with  similar  articles 
prodoced  elsewhere.  Our  manufactures, 
thoagb  increasing,  yet  in  very  small  degree 
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engage  the  labor  of  our  people,  and  nearly  all 
the  manufactured  articles  we  consume  are 
produced  elsewhere.  It  thus  happens  that  of 
whatever  benefits  may  attach  to  the  protective 
system  we  have  but  a  small  share,  while  its 
burdens  are  seriously  felt. 

Doubtless  a  very  large  portion  of  the  popxk- 
lation  of  the  South  would  favor  the  entire 
abolition,  or  a  great  modification,  of  the  whole 
protective  svstemi  But  at  the  same  time  they 
feel  that  while  this  system  is  adhered  to  by 
the  Government,  it  is  but  jusk  that  its  advan- 
tages should  be  extended  to  the  industries 
peculiar  to  ihemi  so  faf  as  it  can  be  done 
without  ii^ustice  to  interests  more  important; 
Especially  do  tiiey  feel  that  they  have  a  right 
to  demaDd  the  fostering  protection  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  those  interests  which,  havins 
national  as  well  as  local  importance^  would 
without  such  aid  languish^  if  not  disappear^ 
atid  which,  with  such  protection^  are  sure  to 
be  rendered  self-sustaining  and  vigorous  in  a 
comparatively  brief  period. 

Special  reasons  exist  at  this  time  why  the 
kinaest  care  and  most  genex'ous  aid  should  be 
extended  to  the  industries  of  the  southern 
States.  Their  material  prosperity  is  one  of 
the  most  certain  cures  for  a  large  part  of 
the  evils  under  which  they  snlBTer  socially  and 
politically.  A  latge  increase  of  their  produc- 
tions irill  render  their  relations  with  the  man" 
ufactoring  and  commercial  parts  of  the  Union 
more  close  and  intimate.  The  friction  of 
commercial  relations  will  remove  many  of 
the  barriers  which  now  separate  the  people 
of  the  South  from  those  of  the  North  in  their 
social  and  political  opinions ;  will  familiarize 
the  peonle  of  each  section  more  and  more 
with  each  other's  modes  of  thought  and  action^ 
and  will  give  to  each  a  better  opinion  of  tho 
other.  No  legitimate  process  of  arriving  at 
a  result  so*  desirable  should  be  led  nntnedi 

The  war  into  which,  impelled  bv  a  misguided 
zeal  for  an  institution  justly  condemned  by  all 
other  civilised  peonies,  they  madly  rushed, 
left  the  southern  Whites  impoverished  to  an 
extent  hardly  conceivable  except  by  those 
who  sawho#  completely  they  threw  themselves 
into  the  strttgglst  and  who  have  learned  of 
their  condition  afterwai'd  by  actual  contact 
with  it.  Of  course  there  wefe  exceptions,  but 
to  the  mass  of  those  who  owned  the  lands 
there  was  nothing  else  lefi.  Stock,  agricul- 
tural implements^  in  numberless  cases  even 
houses  to  shelter  them^  were  gone.  Capital 
to  purchase  these,  or  to  employ  labor  in  cul^ 
tivation,  could  be  borrowed  only  at  rates  alto* 
gether  unprecedented  in  the  South,  and  often 
so  large  that  there  was  little  hope  of  producing 
enongn  on  the  lands  to  repay  lt|  without  con- 
sidering th^  question  of  a  surplus.  To  one 
class  ofthe  people  the  war  had  brought  material 
wealth  I  the  slave  had  become  a  fireeman  ;  he 
had  aeouired  property  in  his  own  person^  an 
incalculable  biooa  to  him^  an  immense  profit 
in  the  long  run  to  the  State.  But  this  boon 
had  been  acquired  at  the  expense  of  an  entire 
disorganization  fof  the  time  being  ofthe  labor 
system.  New  arrangements,  a  complete  change 
of  habits  and  modes  of  action  was  demanded, 
and  this  a  change  fQr  which  the  average  planter 
was  little  prepared.  With  often  abundant  will 
to  cope  with  the  difficulties  of  the  strange  posi- 
tion, there  was  as  often  utter  incapacity  to  do 
so,  and  many  who  under  the  old  system  had 
found  the  acquisition  of  a  handsome  income 
easv)  found  it  hard  to  sedore  the  neoessaries 
of  life  under  the  new. 

Yet,  Mr.  President,  under  all  these  difficult 
ties  most  ofthe  old  industries  revived,  and  are 
surely  fining  ground  ]  new  enterprises  have 
started  into  Ufe,  and  we  already  see  enough 
to  justify  the  prophecy  that  in  free  men  and 
free  labor  the  problem  ofthe  prosperity  ofthe 
South  will  be  clearly  solved ;  tnat  the  skies  of 
the  fhture  are  brighter  than  those  of  the  past 
in  every  tra7)  that  the  material,  economic 
condition  of  that  seotioni  as  well  as  its  social 


and  political  fabric,  will  show  the  great  bless- 
ings of  the  revolution  which  has  passed  over 
them.  We  ask  now  that  when  one  of  our 
domestic  products  comes  into  competition 
with  those  of  other  countries,  where  labor 
and  provisions  and  clothing  and  shelter  are 
cheaper  thau  with  us,  the  producer  of  that 
article  in  Carolina  or  Georgia  shall  receive 
the  same  protection  as  is  given  to  the  pro- 
ducer in  other  States.  The  protective  system 
having  been  established,  the  doctrines  of  free 
trade  having  been  repudiated,  let  protection 
be  afforded  with  as  much  impartiality  as  is 
practicable.  We  do  not  ask  for  a  permanent 
retention  of  the  rate  of  duty  now  by  law  placed 
on  rice.  We  do  not  believe  it  will  be  needed. 
The  aid  we  ask  is  but  temporary.  We  do  not 
ask  to  have  the  duty  increased ;  we  simply  ask 
to  have  it  stand  as  it  is. 

The  time  was  when  our  rice-planters  sent 
their  products  to  the  markets  of  the  world  in 
easy  and  successful  competition  with  that  any- 
where produced.  Its  (][uality  then,  as  now, 
made  it  command  a  higher  price  than  any 
other  rice.  Not  only  did  we  supply  the  entire 
domestic  demand,  but  we  exported  it  largely 
for  a  period  covering  several  generations.  It 
is  the  oldest  southern  staple,  and  was  a  profit- 
able article  of  cultivation  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury and  a  half,  never  needing  protection  by 
discriminating  duties. 

I  have  a  table  which  gives  the  quantities  and 
values  of  rice  exported  from  1860  to  1860, 
inclusive : 
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PountU. 

76,211.400 
63,354,000 
71,839.800 
40.624.200 


1852 

1854 63,072;600 

1855 39,421,600 

1856 ! 67.616,000 

1857 68,322.800 

1858 63,122.200 

1859... 75.070.400 

1860 81,632.600 


Total 705,317,600 


I2.631.557 
2,170.927 
2,471.029 
1.667.658 
2,63t.l27 
1,717,953 
2^^90.233 
2.290.400 
1.870,578 
2,207.148 
2.567,399 

124,619.009 


I  call  attention  to  the  total  export  for  the 
eleven  years,  which  was  706,817,600  pounds, 
valued  at  no  less  a  sum  than  $24,619,009. 
The  average  %unual  export  for  this  period 
was  64,119,782  pounds,  valued  at  $2^238,002; 
and  in  the  year  1860  the  export  was  81,632.600 
pounds.  And  this,  sir,  was  without  any  auty 
which  could  be  called  protective.  These  figures 
are  conclusive  as  to  tne  question  whether  in  a 
healthful  condition  of  the  rice  fields  the  Ameri- 
can planter  can  compete  successfully  with  rice 
planters  elsewhere.  I  repeat  here  what  I  have 
before  said,  that  the  quality  of  our  rice  was  the 
best  in  the  markets  of  the  world. 

The  total  production  of  rice  in  the  United 
States  was,  in  1850,  216,818,497  pounds;  in 
1860,  187,167,032  pounds. 

In  1861  the  war  oroke  out,  and  the  coast  of 
the  rice-producing  States  was  the  first  theater 
of  that  strife.  Abandonment  of  many  of  the 
fields  became  an  immediate  necessity  of  the 
situation.  The  culture  almost  entirely  ceased, 
or  was  carried  on  in  an  irregular  and  imper* 
feet  manner  during  the  entire  period  of  the 
rebellion. 

To  appreciate  the  injurious  effect  of  the 
abandonment  and  partial  neglect  of  the  rice 
lands  for  so  long  a  time  it  is  necessary  to 
know  what  a  rice  field  is ;  to  understand  of 
how  much  care  and  thought  and  skill  and 
labor  it  is  the  result.  A  corn-field,  a  cotton- 
field,  a  potato-patch,  may  lie  neglected  for 
years^  and  perhaps  the  returning  farmer  may 
find  Its  productive  power  improved  by  the 
neglect  The  labor  of  again  preparing  it  for  a 
crop  is  comparatively  small.  Not  so  with  rice 
lands;  they  have  been  reclaimed  from  the 
waters.  They  have  been  diked,  ditched,  and 
furnished  with  trunks,  so  that  they  can  be 
inundated  or  drained  at  the  will  of  the  planter 
as  the  necessities  of  the  crop  may  demand. 
At  one  period  water  mnst  be  put  on,  at  anothar 
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it  TDUst  be  drawn  off,  and  several  times  during 
the  season  must  this  alternate  flooding  ana 
draining  take  place.  One  portion  of  the  crop 
must  be  flooded  while  another  contiguous  por- 
tion must  be  dry.  The  nicest  judgment  and 
the  most  careful  observation  must  be  brought 
into  exercise  to  determine  the  duration  of 
either  condition.  No  blunderer  can  raise 
rice. 

To  carry  out  this  process  fields  mnst  be 
divided  up  into  sections,  to  each  of  which 
trunks  convey  the  water  when  necessary,  and 
from  which  drains  must  be  arranged  to  draw 
it  off  at  the  proper  time.  This  system  of 
banks,  dikes,  ditches,  trunks,  forms  a  vast 
hydraulic  apparatus,  intricate,  expensive,  and 
requiring  constant  repairs.  A  slight  leak  in  a 
bank  or  dike,  a  fracture  in  a  trunk,  may  do 
infinite  mischief.  A  single  year's  abandon- 
ment, neglect,  or  careless  supervision  entails, 
a  loss  and  an  expense  which  may  sweep  away 
the  product  of  years  of  anxious  toil.  A  planter 
writes  to  me  on  this  point  as  follows  : 

"Tho  rice  plantations  arc  in  reality  extensive 
bydraulio  maohines,  have  been  redeemed  from  the 
waters  at  great  cost,  and  are  retained  at  considerable 
cost  by  constant  conflict  with  the  tides.  A  little 
neglect,  and  breaks  occar  difficult  and  expensive  tu 
repair.  As  with  the  Hollanders,  eteraal  vigilance 
and  labor  are  the  price  of  security.  Our  apparatus 
of  levels,  flood-gates,  trunks,  canals,  banks,  ditches, 
are  of  the  most  extensive  kind,  requiring  for  all  pur- 
poses skill  and  unity  of  purpose.  As  well  might  you 
attempt  to  divide  a  ship  among  its  crew,  or  a  factory 
among  its  operatives,  as  one  of  these  large  planta- 
tions, depending  for  its  irrigation  and  drafinage,  for 
its  waters  of  cultivation,  and  its  whole  result  upon 
the  single  flood-gate  and  tho  single  mind  of  the 
director.  Oreat  and  continuous  outlays  have  been 
necessary  to  begin  to  repair  the  injury  accruingfrom 
desertion  and  mismanagement  and  neglect  during 
tbe  war.  Storms  occur,  and,  like  a  ship,  all  hands 
mnst  be  summoned  to  work  under  one  head  to  meet 
tho  danger  and  repair  the  damages  at  once.  Ooe 
breakf  one  leak  left  open,  and  the  river  would  re- 
sume Its  old  possessions,  and,  under  present  circum- 
stances, probably  forever.  This  outlay  was  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  a  regular  supply  of  tho  great 
agent  of  cultivation,  fresh  water.  In  all  other  coun- 
tries known  to  the  writer,  that  supply  is  from  above 
by  reservoirs  and  tanks,  and  is  therefore  dependent, 
often  ruinously,  on  the  clouds.  With  us  in  the  coun- 
try it  is  the  rising  water." 

The  cost  of  originally  reclaiming  rice  lands 
from  the  waters,  ditching,  and  otherwise  fit- 
ting them  for  rice  culture,  was  just  about  one 
hundred  dollars  per  acre.  Prior  to  the  war 
the  annual  cultivation  of  lands  after  they  were 
thus  prepared  was  about  ten  dollars  per  acre, 
exclusive  of  the  interest  on  capital  invested. 
So  great  had  been  the  damage  consequent 
upon  their  neglect  and  abandonment  during 
the  war  that  about  fifty-one  dollars  per  acre 
was  necessary  to  again  prepare  them  for  a 
crop,  and  the  annual  cost  of  cultivation  since 
has  averaged  from  twenty-eight  to  thirty  dol- 
lars per  acre.  The  cost  of  cultivation  yearly 
decreases,  and  the  product  per  acre  yearly  in- 
creases  as  the  lands  get  back  nearer  and  nearer 
to  their  former  good  condition  and  as  improved 
modes  of  culture  are  more  and  more  adopted. 
The  total  area  under  cultivation  has  also  in- 
creased year  by  year  since  the  work  was 
resumed  in  1865.  I  give  a  table  showing  the 
annual  product  in  Georgia,  Louisiana,  and  the 
Carolinas  since  1865 : 

^«-/.  Pound; 

1866 12,002.080 

1807 19.368.060 

1868- .27,566.740 

1869 48,837,920 

1870......... 54.117,320 

1871,  (estimated) ^ 59,000,000 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  there  has  been  a 
regular^  increase  every  year  since  the  war. 
Beginning  with  only  twelve  million  pounds  in 
1866,  we  find  nearly  five  times  as  much  raised 
in  1871,  and  had  it  not  been  for  one  or  two 
very  disastrous  storms  in  the  latter  year,  the 
quantity  would  have  been  from  twenty  to 
twenty- five  per  cent,  greater  still.  The  table 
above  -given  does  not  include  considerable 
quantities  raised  in  some  other  States. 

It  must  also  be  stated  that  while  this  regular 
increase  in  lands  under  cultivation  in  rice,  and 
in  quantity  produced  has  occurred*  there  has 


also  been  a  decrease  in  price  almost  as  regular. 
The  prices  for  the  crops  of  the  several  years 
named  have  been  as  follows : 

JSiffhett.  Zifnotit, 

Cent*,  Cents, 

1866 .13i  8 

1867 -12  8i 

1868 -lOi  7* 

1869 8{  5J 

1870 9  51 

There  is  no  reason  to  doubt  the  gradual 
decline  of  prices  to  a  still  lower  figure  under 
the  present  duties,  because  the  cost  of  pro- 
duction is  yearly  diminishing  and  the  quantity 
yearly  augmenting ;  but  it  should  be  observed 
that  the  price  of  rice  is  not  proportionally 
higher  than  that  of  other  southern  staples  as 
compared  with  prices  before  the  war. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  the  measure  of  success 
which  has  met  the  rice  planter  of  our  country 
in  his  efforts  to  reinstate  the  old  industry  has 
been  due  to  the  existence  of  the  present  duty 
on  foreign  rice.  But  for  that,  the  difiiculties 
which  met  him  would  have  been  insurmount- 
able. His  great  hydraulic  machine,  as  my  cor- 
respond en  t  calls  it,  being  in  perfect  order,  he 
feared  no  competition  before  the  waste  and 
the  destruction  caused  by  the  war.  His  pro- 
duct was  the  best  of  its  kind  in  the  world,  and 
he  could  compete  in  the  markets  of  Great 
Britain,  France,  Spain,  and  the  West  Indies 
with  rice  raised  even  by  the  poorly  paid  labor 
of  the  Malay  or  the  Chinaman.  A  large  part 
of  his  advantages  having  been  temporarily 
destroyed,  the  duty  was  the  staff  which  sup- 
ported his  steps  in  the  path  of  renewed  enter- 
prise. That  staff  is  yet  necessary.  He  does 
not  yet  stand  firmly ;  the  old  vantaeeground 
is  not  yet  fully  recovered.  He  is  slowly  and 
surely  approaching  it,  and  he  asks  that  he  may 
be  assisted  yet  a  little  while.  He  will  require 
but  a  few  years  to  prove  that  the  once  largely 
productive  and  remunerative  rice-fields  of  the 
United  States  may  again  bring  their  old  tribute 
to  the  national  wealth. 

The  history  of  the  rice  culture  does  not  lead 
us  to  expect  that  there  will  be  a  necessity  for 
long  continuance  of  the  present  rikte  of  duty. 
It  is  not  to  be  classed  with  those  branches  of 
industry  which  we  have  been  protecting  as  in 
their  *  ^  infancy ' '  for  forty  or  fifty  years.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  it  can  stand  alone ;  but 
it  has  met  with  great  misfortune,  and  it  needs 
and  it  claims  such  aid  as  has  not  been  refused 
to  other  branches  of  production  no  more  de- 
serving either  in  a  national  or  local  point  of 
view.  The  aid  claimed  is  asked  on  the  ground 
which  in  the  history  of  protective  duties  has 
always  been  held  by  their  advocates  to  justify 
them,  namely,  that  it  is  desirable  for  a  time  to 
protect  against  foreign  competition  branches 
of  domestic  industry  which  furnish  occupation 
to  considerable  classes  of  our  people,  enlarge 
the  home  market  foe  our  other  commodities, 
and  which  may  after  a  reasonable  period  stana 
without  the  protection  of  duties  which  are 
onerous  to  other  classes  of  citizens.  This  is 
precisely  such  an  industry.  It  employs  a  large 
number  of  people.  It  enables  them  to  become 
large  consumers  of  other  domestic  products. 
It  adds  directly  and  indirectly  to  the  national 
wealth.  It  utilizes  large  areas  of  land  other- 
wise almost,  if  not  entirely  valueless.  Its 
abandonment  would  surely  restore  those  lands 
to  the  waters  from  which  they  have  been  re- 
claimed at  cost  so  great.  Only  those  planters 
whose  lands  are  exceptionally  well  situated 
would  under  present  circumstances  outlive  the 
disaster  of  a  present  reduction  of  duty.  Or 
if  they  did  for  a  year  or  two  longer  fight  their 
way  through  under  this  adverse  condition  of 
things,  it  would  be  because  some  unlooked-for 
combination  of  circumstances  favored  them 
in  their  struggle. 

Mr,  President,  it  is  worth  while  to  look  a 
little  closer  at  this  subject,  and  see  who  they 
are  who  are  interested  in  the  retention  of  this 
duty.  I  have  already  shown  how  the  planter 
is  interested  in  it.    Z  may  add  that  if  we  take 


away  the  indncements  to  carry  on  the  culture 
of  rice,  the  land  which  has,  as  it  were,  been 
created  for  this  specific  purpose,  which  repre- 
sents the  labor  of  generations  of  men,  will  dis- 
appear as  agricultural  lands.  The  cotton-field 
and  the  corn-field  may  be  indiscriminately  used 
for  either  product.  But  to  keep  up  tbe  banks 
and  dikes  of  a  rice-field  for  raising  com  would 
be  an  expensive  process. 

But  there  is  a  much  larger  class  of  men  to 
whom  this  duty  is  a  matter  of  prime  import- 
ance,  a  class  to  whom  we  owe  eepecikl  kind- 
ness. I  allude  to  the  laborers  whose  toil  pro- 
duces the  crop  under  the  supervision  of  the 
planter's  controlling  mind.  Thoasaads  of 
them  have  sent  up  their  petitions  to  Congress 
praying  that  the  protection  may  be  continued. 
They  have  their  homes  on  and  near  the  rice 
plantations,  where  they  earn  their  daily  bread 
by  labor,  to  the  peculiar  character  of  which 
they  are  specially  fitted  by  education  and  by 
physical  characteristics.  Mostly  they  have  lived 
on  these  plantations  always ;  they  were  bora 
there ;  and  while  they  sometimes  bitterly  re- 
member that  these  were  the  scenes  of  their 
toil  as  slaves,  they  also  joyfully  reflect  that 
their  days  of  slavery  are  over,  and  they  are 
now  free  men  in  the  old  familiar  places  which 
their  childhood  knew  as  home,  and  they  cling 
to  that  home  as  tenderly  as  many  who  have 
known  more  favored  childhood.  They  do  not 
wish  to  go  from  it.  When  first  made  free, 
many  of  them  wandered  awa^f  into  the  cities 
and  towns,  and  up  into  the  hill  country ;  but 
they  soon  longed  for  the  old  haunts,  the  still 
waters,  and  tbe  broad  savannas  of  the  low 
country,  and  thoy  returned  thither.  Remove 
or  considerably  reduce  the  duty  on  the  article 
they  toil  to  raise,  and  these  men  with  their 
wives  and  children  mnst  seek  other  homes 
and  other  and  unfamiliar  tasks.     There  are 

Erobably  about  twenty  thousand  freedmen, 
eads  of  families,  engaged  in  raising  rice  in 
the  Carolinas  and  Georgia  alone.  Certainly  it 
would  be  a  moderate  estimate  to  place  the 
number  of  people  who  would  have  to  seek  new 
homes  and  new  employment,  in  the  event  of 
rice  culture  being  discontinued  in  the  Carolinas 
and  Georgia,  at  seventy  thousand. 

Were  a  proposition  made  to  strike  down  or 
cripple  an  industry  which  fed  that  number  of 

Eeople  in  Pennsylvania  or  Massachusetts,  these 
[alls  and  corridors  would  be  crowded  with 
angry  remonstrants,  and  the  protectionist 
newspapers  would  read  our  honorable  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  a  lesson  more  emphatic 
than  pleasant.  Shall  less  tenderness  be  exer- 
cised toward  the  humble  toiler  in  the  rice 
swamps  because  he  has  no  powerful  and  adroit 
lobbyist  here  to  defend  his  cause?  He  trusts 
in  the  Government,  which  has  stricken  the 
shackles  from  his  limbs,  to  protect  his  occupa- 
tion.    Let  not  bis  trust  be  in  vain. 

If  it  be  said  that  the  existence  of  the  duty 
keeps  the  price  of  rice  unreasonably  high,  I 
reply  that  it  falls  year  by  year,  as  I  have  shown, 
and  that  our  production  will  soon  equal,  nay, 
exoeed  our  domestic  consumption.  When  that 
happens,  as  it  soon  will,  if  the  present  duty  is 
maintained  a  few  years  longer,  the  price  in  the 
markets  of  the  world  will  bd  our  price. 

But  the  price  of  rice  is  not  a  matter  of  so 
much  moment  as  it  at  first  appears.  It  is 
used  in  most  of  the  States  which  do  not  pro- 
duce it,  not  so  much  as  an  article  of  ordinary 
food  as  of  luxury.  Other  breadstuffs  are  pre- 
ferred. The  rice-producing  States  consume 
the  largest  quantity  per  capiiGf  and  the  people 
of  those  States  are  interested  in  keepinic  up 
the  price  rather  than  in  lowering  it.  The  Chi- 
nese in  California  consume  it  largely,  but  they 
pay  but  little  tax  on  anything  else.  They  live 
on  as  near  nothing  as  is  compatible  with  a 
very  poor  existence,  and  it  seems  somewhat 
over  nice  for  us  to  be  worrying  ourselves  to 
make  their  rice  a  cent  a  pound  cheaper  when 
we  refuse  to  protect  them  against  violence 
and  outrage  at  the  hands  of  our  own  ciuzeiis« 
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Let  118  first  do  jaatice  to  them  as  residents  on 
oar  territory,  before  we  attempt  to  save  them 
a  few  cents  each  per  year,  while  in  doing  this 
we  sacrifice  an  industry  which  sustains  more 
American  citizens  than  there  are  Chinese  in 
the  country. 

The  rice  consumption  of  the  whole  country 
has  never  exceeded  three  and  a  half  or  four 
pounds  j>ercajnto.  In  striking  down  the  rice 
culture  you  also  destroy  a  large  amount  of 
property  in  mills,  of  which  the  business  is  to 
prepare  the  rough  rice  for  market ;  you  de- 
stroy the  business  of  large  numbers  of  men 
engaged  in  manufacturing  the  tierces  or  barrels 
in  which  it  is  packed  ;  you  deprive  of  a  profit- 
able business  a  considerable  fleet  of  small 
vessels  especially  adapted  to  bringing  it  from 
the  plantations  to  the  mills,  and  from  the 
mills  to  the  stores  whence  it  is  sold ;  and  you 
leave  the  country  dependent  on  the  foreign 
producer  for  an  article  of  which  our  citizens 
use  willingly  only  the  quality  produced  at 
borne,  and  which  it  has  been  abundantly 
proven  we  can  produce  as  well  and  as  cheaply 
as  we  can  purcnase  of  foreign  producers  so 
soon  as  we  have  had  time  to  restore  our  rice 
fields  to  their  former  good  condition. 

I  earnestly  hope  the  Senate  will  adopt  the 
amendment  I  shall  propose.  I  ask  them  to 
forbear  taking  a  step  which  will  so  seriously 
injure  so  large  a  portion  of  m^  constituents 
as  that  proposed  by  the  committee.  1  have 
very  rarely  asked  for  special  legislation  in  the 
interests  of  the  people  I  have  the  honor  partly 
to  represent  here.  1  have  been  willing  to  con- 
fioa  my  efforts  in  the  main  to  subjects  of 
general  interest  to  the  whole  country.  Only 
when  a  sense  of  duty  has  called  upon  me  to 
plead  specially  for  the  people  of  my  own 
State  have  1  intruded  their  concerns  upon 
this  body.  That  sense  of  duty  now  impels 
me  to  ask  that  the  existing  law  fixing  the 
duty  on  foreign  rice  shall  remain. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  find  myself  in  op* 
position  to  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  in  this  matter.  But  I  feel  compelled  to 
ask  the  Senate  to  vote  against  the  bill  reported 
by  tbat  committee  so  far  as  this  article  is  con- 
cerned. I  ask  that  this  blow  at  an  important 
interest  may  be  stayed ;  that  the  protection 
our  rice-planters  have  received  for  the  few 
years  since  the  war  may  be  continued  yet  a 
few  years.  Give  us  time  to  restore  our  fields, 
to  repair  the  waste ;  to  fill  up  the  crevasses  in 
our  banks ;  to  replace  decayed  planks  in  our 
trunks ;  to  become  familiar  with  new  and  labor- 
saving  agricultural  implements;  to  establish 
Bach  a  <M>nfidence  in  our  business  that  we  can 
borrow  money  at  less  than  fifteen  and  twenty 
per  cent,  interest  per  annum,  which  has  now 
to  be  paid. 

This  is  what  the  planter  says ;  this  is  what 
the  laborer  says ;  this  is  what  the  convention 
which  framed  the  new  constitution  of  South 
Carolina  said  when  they  passed  resolutions 
praying  the  retention  of  the  duty  on  rice ;  this 
la  what  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  has 
recently  said  in  resolutions  forwarded  to  each 
fionse  of  Congress.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  listen 
to  the  appeal. 

And,  Mr.  President,  I  hope  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Finance,  will  not  resist  this  pro- 
posal.    His  duties  are  so  various,  the  number 
of  subjects  he  and  the  honorable  Senators 
who  share  his  labors  on  that  committee  are 
obliged  to  consider,  is  so  great,  that  it  is  un- 
reasonable to  expect  that  attention  to  every 
article  on  this  large  list  of  commodities  which 
will   enable  them  to  have  definite  and  exact 
notions  of  the  peculiar  -necessities  in  each 
case.     I  feel  assured  that  if  my  honorable 
friend  knew  the  exact  situation  of  the  rice 
caltare  he  would  sympathize  entirely  with  my 
Tietrs-     He  reasons  trom  general  principles, 
sod   be  doubtless  thinks  the  Aty  a  high  one. 
Tliat  is  admiued ;  but  I  beg  him  to  consider 
that  the  conditions  which  surround  the  rice 
interest  are  peculiar  and  extraordinary;  that 


the  circumstances  are  unusual  and  abnormal ; 
and  that  under  these  extraordinary  and  abnor- 
mal conditions  this  question  should  not  be  con- 
sidered and  decided  by  ordinary  rules.  I  ask 
him  to  give  his  consent  to  the  retention  of  a 
duty  of  which  the  removal  will  do  great  harm, 
ancf  will  do  little  good  to  any  but  the  importers 
and  dealers  in  foreign  rice. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  various  points 
affecUng  this  question  which  I  have  left  un- 
touched ;  I  have,  however,  spent  more  time 
on  the  subject  than  I  intended,  and  I  will  not 
further  discuss  it.  I  will  only  express  the  hope 
tbat  in  the  minds  of  Senators  will  be  carried 
the  recollection  of  the  fact  that  there  are  few 
articles  named  in  this  bill  as  subject  to  duty, 
except  rice,  which  it  would  not  be  the  interest 
of  my  constituents  to  have  free.  And  so  lone 
as  the  industries  of  other  States  are  protected 
by  discriminating  duties,  they  ask  that  one  in- 
dustry of  their  own  which  needs  temporary  aid 
shall  receive  it.  I  think  Senators  will  regard 
their  request  reasonable. 

Mr.  HILL.     Mr.  President,  it  was  not  my 
purpose  to  address  the  Senate  on  this  subject. 
I  am  only  induced  to  do  so  in  consequence  of 
the  proposed  amendment  to  the  bill  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Morton,] 
^with  which,  to  the  extent  that  it  goes,  I  very 
heartily  concur.     I  desire  though,  if  it  should 
be  agreeable  to  him  and  to  the  Senate,  that  it 
should  go  even  further.     His  amendment  pro- 
poses that  *'  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  creating 
or  imposing  taxes  upon  domestic  productions 
and  upon  stamps  (except   the    taxes  upon 
spirits,  fermented  liquors,  and  tobacco)  shall 
be  hereby  relf>ealed,  the  repeal  to  take  effect 
on  the  Ist  day  of  October,  1872.''    I  would 
greatly  prefer  that  his  proposition  should  be 
extended  so  as  to  include  after  stamps  **  stills 
and  licenses  for  distilling,"  and  with  the  ex- 
ceptions enumerated  in  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  stand  and  the  repeal  to  tsike  effect  the 
1st  of  July  of  the  present  year,  instead  of  the 
Ist  of  October.    1  am  very  free  to  state  why 
I  prefer  one  period  of  time  to  the  other.    The 
fruit  seasoiu>ccur8  between  the  1st  of  July  and 
the  Ist  of  October.    The  distillation  of  fruit 
generally  (except  it  may  be  grapes,  that  ripen 
in  some  sections  later  than  that)  occurs  auer 
the  1st  of  July  and  before  the  1st  of  October. 
Throughout  a  very  large  extent  of  country 
where  fruit  is  distilled  it  is  done  within  those 
three  months.    Like  everybody  else,  (I  sup* 
pose  I  might  as  well  frankly  confess  it,)  in 
making  this  suggestion  it  is  my  purpose  to  take 
care,  as  well  as  I  can,  of  a  very  great  interest 
m  the  section  of  country  from  which  I  come. 
I  think  I  can  see  that  that  sentiment  is    a 
very  general  one  in  discussing  tariff  bills;  and 
I  do  not  wonder  at  it,  nor  is  it  improper ;  for 
if  we  do  not  stand  by  the  interests  of  those 
who  send  us  here,  pray  who  is  to  do  it?    This 
recurrence  of  the  discussion  of  the  tariff  sys- 
tem that  comes  around  every  year,  and  is  not 
to  be  avoided  as  long  as  we  are  a  nation,  has 
grown  very  stale ;  in  fact  it  is  coeval  with  the 
Government ;  it  has  been  going  on  ever  since 
the  States  confederated ;  and  1  suppose  must 
continue  to  go  on  indefinitely.     But  I  am  glad 
that  it  does  not  go  to  the  an|;ry  extent  that  it 
did  many  years  ago,  for  then  it  amounted  really 
to  a  national  calamity.    At  present  I  think 
there  is  a  calmness  and  deliberation  in  the  dis- 
cussion and  a  degrea  of  philosophy  that  did 
not  belong  to  a  period  of  twenty  or  thirty  years 
back,  and  even  later. 

What  may  be  the  true  system  for  the  Ameri- 
can people  in  regard  to  imposts,  whether  they 
shall  be  laid  with  a  view  to  protection  or  to 
revenue  only,  is  hardly  a  practical  question 
at  this  day.  Situated  as  the  Government  is, 
owing  a  very  large  public  debt,  it  would  seem 
to  me  that  it  should  be  the  chief  business  of 
legislation  in  revising  the  impost  laws  to  lay 
them  with  a  view  to  raising  the  largest  amount 
of  revenue  practicable,  if  in  doing  this  (as 
it  necessarily  must  have  that  effect,  to  a  degree 
at  least)  incidental  protection  occurs  to  any 


interest,  then  let  it  occur.     I  see  no  great  evil 
in  that. 

I  do  not  belong  to  the  extreme  free-trade 
school,  that  would  have  no  revenue  laws,  no 
imposts,  that  would  allow  the  whole  world  to 
trade  free  with  us.  I  belong  rather  to  the 
opposite  school,  and  am  of  opinion  that  it  is 
better  in  the  laying  of  taxes  for  the  support 
of  the  Government  that  the  masses  of  man- 
kind should  pay  the  taxes  without  being  made 
too  palpably  sensible  how  they  are  imposed. 
This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  our  sys- 
tem of  internal  revenue,  always  objectionable, 
highly  objectionable  to  me,  even  now,  with 
the  necessities  of  the  Government  pressing  for 
revenue  from  internal  as  well  as  external 
sources.  I  would,  for  the  sake  of  the  country, 
for  the  good  will  of  the  citizen  toward  his 
Government,  that  we  could  at  as  early  a  day  as 
possible  free  ourselves  of  the  system  of  inter- 
nal taxes.  In  a  good  many  of  its  details,  and 
I  think  it  is  true  in  relation  to  the  two  items  I 
have  alluded  to,  the  tax  on  stills  and  the 
license  for  distilling,  the  money  produced  is 
too  inconsiderable  in  amount  to  compensate 
for  the  heart-burnings,  the  prosecutions  for 
the  evasions  of  the  laws,  and  the  general  dis- 
turbance of  the  public  tranquillity.  It  costs 
too  much  to  enforce  the  law  in  these  two  par- 
ticulars ;  and  what  is  lost  in  that  way  it  would 
be  better,  if  practicable,  to  impose  on  the  pro- 
duction of  the  stills  rather  than  upon  the  stills 
themselves,  and  the  licenses  for  the  use  of 
them. 

I  can  recall  a  good  many  years  ago  a  discus- 
sion that  occurred  by  a  series  of  letters  be- 
tween the  distinguished  statesman  of  South 
Carolina,  Mr.  McDuffie,  and  James  Madison, 
then  in  life.  Mr.  Madison  took  occasion,  in 
the  course  of  that  correspondence  or  review 
of  Mr.  McDuffie,  to  inform  his  adversary  that 
he  had  made  a  careful  estimate  from  his  read- 
ing in  regard  to  the  peace  and  war  periods  of 
the  different  nations  of  the  world,  and  the  fact 
was  rather  astonishing  to  me  thst  he  found 
them  to  be  about  equal,  as  much  of  war  as 
there  was  on  the  average  of  peace,  from  which 
he  deduced  that  the  wisest  statesmen,  in  fram- 
ing a  system  of  revenue  laws  for  the  support 
of  the  Government,  should  keep  in  view  as 
much  the  probability  of  war  as  the  probability 
of  peace,  and  should  therefore  legislate  for 
both  conditions  of  the  country  at  the  same 
time. 

**  Free  trade  "  is  certainly  very  captivating 
and  very  beautiful  and  very  humanizing  ;  and 
it  has  been  extolled  by  its  advocates  through- 
out the  world ;  but  it  is  to  as  a  thing  of  the 
past  comparatively.  We  cannot  have  free 
trade  if  we  would.  This  Government  must  in 
the  main,  for  a  long  period  of  time,  be  sup- 
ported^ by  imposts  on  fbreign  productions. 
There  is  nothing  cheaper  in  the  way  of  polit- 
ical capital,  I  have  observed,  than  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  the  thoughtless  mass  of 
mankind,  those  who  do  not  stud^  and  read  and 
reflect,  the  idea  that  the  duty  imposed  upon 
every  article  of  imported  merchandise,  required 
to  be  paid  in  golcl  as  it  now  is,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  premium  on  that  gold,  is  necessa- 
rily added  to  the  purchase- money  and  becomes 
an  element  of  cost  to  the  consumer,  no  matter 
where  the  article  is  manufactured.  That  doc- 
trine, I  think,  was  exploded  long,  long  ago. 
Everybody  here,  certamlyi  is  familiar  with  a 
series  of  articles  in  which  it  was  shown  as  long 
ago  as  the  days  of  George  Evans,  the  dis- 
tinguished protectionist  of  Maine,  that  this 
country  produced  in  large  quantities  many  arti- 
cles— I  once  had  the  list  familiarly  at  my 
tongue's  end  ;  I  know  it  embraced  cut  nails, 
axes,  adzes,  hatchets,  chisels,  and  other  edged 
tools — in  wkich  we  excelled  all  the  world,  and 
that  we  had  absolutely  exported  articles  of  that 
sort,  to  almost  every  nation,  and  yet  there 
stood  on  the  statute-book  a  duty  upon  these 
articles  which  we  exported  largely,  and  in 
which  nobody  pretenas  to  compete  with  us. 
Another  article  of  which  the  same  might  be 
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said  was  hats.  It  was  shown  condasively  that 
hats  were  made  and  sold  in  the  city  of  New 
York  at  a  lower  price  than  they  could  be 
afforded  in  Paris  or  in  London.  I  might  go 
more  into  detail  if  time  permitted. 

I  remember,  sir,  in  the  discussion  between 
Mr.  McDuffie  and  Mr.  Madison,  one  striking 
fact  which  Mr.  Madison  stated  in  defense  of 
the  theoij  of  protection,  and  that  was  as  to  it« 
constitutionality.  He  adverted  to  the  fact 
that  the  Virginia  members  in  the  First  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  advocated  a  dkity 
of  two  hundred  per  cent,  upon  beef,  a  duty 
that  would  amount  to  exclusion,  and  it  Was 
adopted  by  that  Congress  for  the  purpose  of 
excluding  English  beef  which  had  before  been 
imported  largely  into  this  country. 

There  has  been  a  general  opinion  prevailing 
in  the  South  that  all  duties  were  levied  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  southern  people,  that  the 
whole  object  was  an  exaction  upon  what  agri- 
cultural products  they  made,  and  that  neces- 
sarily the  manufacturer  everywhere  under  this 
protective  tariff  of  ours  must  grow  rich.  Thai 
clearly  has  not  been  the  history  of  the  manu* 
facturer  without  exceptions  throughout  the 
North  or  throughout  the  South  itself. 

1  recollect  a  discussion  I  once  had  with 
a  gentleman  of  some  distinction  who  claimed 
that  the  northern  manufacturer  was  a  man  of 
such  shrewdness,  of  such  superior  skill  and 
financial  management,  that  he  necessarily  grew 
rich  under  the  system  of  protection.  I  asked 
him  if  he  had  ever  known  him  to  abandon 
manufacturing  in  the  North  and  come  down  to 
the  South  to  set  up  a  manufactory  there  and 
conduct  the  business  among  us?  He  said  he 
had  known  such  cases.  I  asked  him  what  was 
the  character  of  those  meti,  whether  they  were 
shrewd  and  intelligent  or  not  ?  He  answered 
that  they  were ;  that  some  of  them  came  down 
South  and  conducted  agricultural  pursuits  and 
manufacturing  business  at  the  same  timci 
Then  the  question  presented  itself  at  once,  if 
a  shrewd,  designing  man  could  have  ikiade  his 
fortune  by  remaining  in  New  England,  why 
did  he  come  down  South  to  be  robbed  by  his 
brethren  of  New  England,  in  the  new  business 
he  chose  to  pursue  there  ?  Why  should  he 
come  to  the  South  to  manufacture  or  to  plant, 
as  many  did?  So  I  always  thought  therd  was 
a  great  deal  of  exaggeration  and  much  allow- 
ance to  be  made  for  the  statements  of  those 
who  were  called  statesmen  and  those  who  were 
mere  politicians* 

t  remember  as  late  as  the  year  1860  to  have 
witnessed  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives a  discussion  goingon  upon  the  tariff) 
one  advocating  free  trade,  and  Mr.  Burlingame^ 
then  a  member  from  Massachusetts^  approach* 
ing  me,  and  saying  that  he  was  ready  to  shake 
hands  with  South  Carolina  upon  the  doctrine 
of  free  trade^  Another  member  from  Massa- 
chusetts standing  near,  I  inquired  of  him  what 
he  thought  on  the  Subject.  That  gentleman 
is  still  a  member  of  the  other  House,  and  a 
very  excellent  and  experienced  member  he  is. 
He  replied  that  with  the  exception  of  a  linen 
factory,  which  I  think  waA  located  at  Fall 
River,  Massachusetts,  he  knew  of  no  tnanu- 
faoturing  establishment  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts that  required  protection!  That  was 
twelve  years  ago.  Now,  the  popular  belief  in 
the  South  is  that  Massachusetts  is  most  clam- 
orous for  a  tariff,  and  that  Massachusetts  is 
enriched  daily  by  the  tariff;  whereas  Massa- 
chusetts statesmen  have  been  ready  for  twelve 
years  to  get  rid  of  the  tariff  altogether,  and 
would  emulate  old  England  in  that  particular: 
and  on  the  occasion  referred  to,  it  was  said 
she  was  ready  to  strike  hands  with  the  extrem- 
ists of  South  Carolina. 

There  is  some  delusion  certainly  somewhere 
in  regard  to  this  whole  matter.  It  is  easy 
indeed,  perhaps,  to  account  for  the  present  posi- 
tion of  Massachusetts  on  account  of  the  char- 
acter of  her  manufactures,  which  are  very  varied 
indeed.  She  feels  herself  perhaps  in  advance 
of  all  her  New  Eoglaud  isisters^  and  o^ttainljr 


in  advance  of  the  middle  States,  or  else  this 
proposition  would  not  be  tolerated  by  her 
people.  She  is  the  oldest  matiufaeturing  com- 
munity we  have,  to  a  great  extent.  She  went 
at  it  at  an  early  day^  opposing  the  tariff,  as  we 
all  know,  in  1620,  and  even  the  increase  in 
1824.  Mr.  Webster  himself  never  advocated 
the  tariff  until  1828^  when  he  had  eome  into 
the  Senate,  having  before  represented  a  dis- 
trict of  Massat^hiisetts  and  voted  against  it{ 
whereas  South  Carolina,  under  this  lead  of  Mr. 
Calhoun,  had  been  the  advocate  of  protection 
up  to  that  time. 

But,  sir,  tny  object  ih  saying  anything  oti 
this  Bubjeet  was  this :  it  occurred  to  me  that 
it  would  be  wise,  bdfore  there  was  a  getieral 
revision  of  the  tariff  as  it  now  exists,  for  us 
to  make  some  disposition  of  the  i&ternal  rev- 
enue system.  The  idea  has  been  thrown  out 
to-day  hy  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  SuMNBB)]  and  expressed  with  some  de- 
gree of  desire,  that  the  whole  system  might 
be  banished  ;  that  it  might  be  got  rid  of;  and 
a  large  number  of  officers  necessary  to  con- 
duct it  might  no  longer  be  a  charge  upon  the 
Treasury^  I  doubt  the  practicability  of  get- 
ting rid  of  the  system ;  I  do  not  think  we  are 
as  yet  prepared  for  that ;  but  I  think  grad- 
ually we  may  get  away  from  it,  hnd  in  aban- 
doning the  system,  reduce  the  number  of 
officials  so  as  to  have  only  enough — perhaps 
one  half  of  the  present  force  might  be  suffi- 
cient— to  cohdact  it  with  the  modifications 
indicated  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  in  his 
proposed  amendment,  and  particularly  with 
those  I  propose  to  add.  I  should  like  to  see 
some  disposition  of  that  subject  made  in  that 
way,  and  that  Would  lead  us  perhaps  more 
clearly  to  know  how  far  the  necessities  of  the 
Govertiment  will  permit  us  to  encroach  upon 
the  tariff  by  adding  to  the  fVee  list. 

It  may  be  urged  that  it  matters  not  where 
we  begin  ;  that  we  may  perfect  the  tariff,  atid 
turning  from  it,  with  the  estimates  as  to  what 
will  be  produced  within  the  next  fiscal  year, 
we  may  with  like  propriety  see  what  reduc- 
tions are  practicable  on  the  inteMal  revenue 
list ;  but  sihcb  that  is  so  much  the  smaller  of 
the  two  systems^  and  there  is  proposed  a  very 
radical  change^  oue  that  will  make  quite  a  dif- 
ference in  it,  it  occurs  to  me  we  had  better 
mature  that  before  we  go  too  far  with  the  tariff. 
There  ana  certain  articles  that  I  should  be  glad 
to  see  made  free  of  duty,  because  1  believe 
it  would  add  to  the  general  content  and  hap 
piness  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
Among  those  articles — they  are  great  articles, 
the  duty  on  which  amount  to  an  aggregate  sum 
of  perhaps  seventeen  million  dollars  a  year — 
are  tea  and  coffee.  There  is  no  protection 
certainly  in  adVocaiing  the  duty  on  t^a  and 
coffee,  for  neither  is  produced  to  any  extent 
whatever  in  the  United  States,  but,  as  fkr  as 
the  people  are  able  to  use  them,  they  are  of 
very  universal  consumption.  I^hink  areduc- 
tion  or  an  abrogation  of  the  duties  upon  those 
two  articles  of  nousehold  consumption  would 
be  most  agreeable  to  the  aggregate  mass  of 
our  people,  and  would  be  alike  agreeable  in 
every  section  of  the  Union.  That  considera- 
tion addresses  itself  with  a  great  deal  of  force 
to  my  own  mind,  for  certainly,  where  we  can 
do  it,  in  levying  taxes^  they  should  be  laid 
with  as  great  a  desire  as  possible  to  alleviate 
popular  wants,  and  to  ocOasion  as  little  dis- 
content on  the  part  of  the  people  as  we  possi- 
bly can  in  enforcing  their  collection. 

I  did  not  propose  to  go  into  any  statistics  on 
the  subject  of  the  tariff  for  the  very  reason  that 
I  have  given,  that  we  are  in  no  situation  to 
change  it  haaterlally.  We  need  as  much  reve- 
nue as  we  can  raise  now  by  the  present  tariff, 
particularly  if  we  are  to  get  rid  of  the  internal 
revenue  system,  and  perhaps  a  little  more. 
Therefore  we  may  be  compelled  to  hold  on  to 
some  extent  to  tne  internal  revenue  system, 
especially  the  tax  tlpon  the  great  articles  of 
spirits,  fermented  liquors,  and  tobacco.  There 
19  wbere  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 


Indiana  leaves  it^  on  three  gt«at  leading  arti- 
cles of  consumption  in  the  country.  While  on 
that  subject  I  will  mention  in  regsird  to  tobacco 
that  I  think  from  all  the  indications  firom  every 
quarter  it  would  contribute  to  the  popnUtr  con- 
tent to  impose  the  internal  revenue  tax  upon, 
tobacco  of  everv  description  at  a  uniform  rate, 
whatever  rate  that  may  be.  Sixteen  cents  has 
been  spoken  of  very  generally  aa  a  proper  rate 
to  be  fixed  npon  all  varieties  of  tobacco, 
whether  ping,  cut,  or  in  any  other  shape. 

I  am  of  opinion  that  with  the  expansive, 
original  and  very  highly  cultivated  miod  of 
Mr.  Calhoun^  it  was  a  grelit  ermr  of  bis  in  de- 
siring to  support  this  national  QOTerninent  by 
a  system  of  internal  taxes.  It  was  never  tried 
in  bis  day  except  for  a  brief  period  during  the 
war  of  1812,  and  extended  then  to  bat  rery  few 
articles  indeed,  or  else  I  think  he  would  have 
changed  hie  mind.  I  am  sstisfied  that  there 
has  been  no  system  of  taxation  erer  invented 
for  this  people  that  is  so  obnoxious  to  them  as 
the  internal  revenue  system.  There  is  nothing 
to-day  in  America  that  tends  bo  much  to  alien- 
ate the  feelings  Of  masses  of  men  from  the 
Government  as  snme  of  the  features  of  the 
internal  revenue  law ;  and  this  is  tnie  of  any 
direct  tax. 

Statesmen  and  political  agitators  may  talk 
to  the  masses  of  men,  never  so  mtich  about 
the  wrongs  that  they  sufi^r  under  inmost  sys- 
temii,  of  the  high  duties  that  they  pay  for  every- 
thing they  consume,  and  the  manner  in  which 
they  are  impoverished,  but  they  do  not  see  it 
with  the  clearness  and  distinctness  that  they 
do  the  dollar  they  take  out  of  their  pockets 
and  pay  for  a  specific  tax,  imposed  directly 
by  the  Government. 

I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  sympathy  with 
that  isolated,  illy-informed)  and  tnooghtless 
mass  of  men  gene  rally  in  habiting  the  mountain 
districts)  where  they  are  poor,  have  but  little, 
aud  living  remote  from  any  railway  or  well 
prepared  thorodghfkre  to  a  market,  eonvert 
their  surplus  of  grain  into  spirits^  in  the  main 
for  consumption  where  they  live.  These 
monntaineers — I  know  it  is  so  in  my  own  S^iate 
and  in  the  surrounding  States — living  almost 
secluded  from  the  world,  sincerely  believe  that 
there  is  no  more  propriety  in  this  Government 
imposing  a  tax  upon  a  little  still  in  whieb  they 
msike  twenty  or  fi fly  or  one  hundred  gallons 
of  brandy  or  Whisky  in  a  year  than  there  is  in 
ite  imposing  it  upon  their  dinher^pot^  and  its 
daily  supply  of  food. 

And,  sir,  these  are  not  the  people  who  were 
clamorous  in  the  effort  for  breaking  up  this 
Government  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  This 
dlass,  in  the  main,  did  not  partake  of  the 
excitement  that  brought  about  the  unhappy 
controversv  between  the  South  and  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  they  were  disposed  to  peace. 
That  was  their  feeling  then ;  but  to-day,  as  I 
belieVe)  fh>m  this  Very  system  of  internal 
taxes,  there  is  more  discontent  among  that 
class  of  men  toward  this  Government  than 
you  will  find  in  any  other  section  of  the  ^ath. 
It  ought  to  be  removed;  The  giun  is  not 
enough,  the  revenues  are  too  insignificant  for 
the  Government  to  incur  the  displeasure  and 
dislike  of  these  hitherto  law-abiding,  peaceful 
citissens. 

I  insist  that  the  time  has  come  When  we  may 
dispense  with  these  revenue  laws,  at  least  to 
the  extent  of  discarding  those  features  from 
which  spring  the  harassing  annoyances  of 
visits  from  revenue  officers,  the  admeasure- 
ment of  their  little  stills*  and  the  compnision 
to  obtain  a  license  to  use  them,  or  else  to  be 
indicted  and  carried  away  ttnder  guard  for 
one  or  two  hundred  miles  to  some  oourt  to  be 
tried  for  some  supposed  ofl^nse  against  the  law. 
Let  us  relieve  this  class  of  poor  men*  Let  oa 
leave,  as  far  as  possible^  the  support  of  Gov- 
ernment to  be  imposed  upon  Inxuries,  whether 
by  internal  taxfes  or  by  duties  on  importatioua. 

t  do  not  ask  thkt  these  men  ehall  nave  their 
whisky  or  their  brandy  free  from  the  impoeti- 
tioQ  of  tax  npon  the  Article  itself.    Let  it  b« 
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imposed  upOD  them,  as  upon  all  othersi  upon 
the  great  distillers  of  the  cities  ;  and  if  need 
be,  let  it  be  increased  beyond  fifty  cents  a  ^al* 
Ion ;  though  I  think  that  is,  perhaps,  as  high 
as  it  onsht  to  go ;  but  relieve  them,  I  entreat 
you,  of  the  annoyance  of  the  visits  of  revenue 
officers,  of  searchers  fbr  their  little  stills,  and 
the  compulsion  to  take  out  these  licenses, 
sometimes  not  wanted  for  more  than  a  single 
month,  and  seldom  for  more  than  two  or  three 
months  in  the  year. 

My  only  purpose  was,  if  possible,  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  these  particular 
facts,  and  to  insist  while  we  are  considering 
the  tariff  that  we  keep  in  mind,  as  has  been  so 
opportunely  suggested  by  the  amendments  of 
the  Senator  from  Indiana,  our  internal  taxes. 
Let  them  go  hand  in  hand.  Let  us  keep  in  view 
the  probable  receipts  from  each  system  and 
diminish  that  which  is  most  obnoxious  to  the 
citizen  from  either  the  one  or  the  other  source, 
and  eventnally,  at  as  early  a  day  as  we  possibly 
can,  let  us  abolish  the  whole  internal  revenue 
system  and  resort  altogether  to  imposts  for  the 
support  of  the  Qovernmentand  for  the  interest 
and  the  partial  reduction  of  the  public  debt. 
I  think  that  is  the  true  philosophy  in  view  of 
the  circumstances  that  now  surround  us. 

I  will  add  that  but  for  the  very  excellent, 
clear,  and  statistical  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Sawyer,]  I  shoald, 
while  I  am  qp,  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  something 
on  the  subject  of  rice.  I  concur  m  the  state- 
ments so  lully  made  by  him  of  the  necessity 
of  the  retention  of  the  duty  upon  that  article. 
The  condition  of  the  country  where  it  is  pro- 
duced and  of  the  laborers,  I  am  sure,  is  in  no 
wise  exaggerated  by  him ;  and  if  the  duty  be 
reduced  the  culture  will  be  abandoned,  and 
the  fields  hitherto  devoted  to  that  production 
will  become  useless  for  all  other  purposes. 
They  are  not  convertible  into  com- lands,  nor 
into  lands  for  anything  else,  even  if  the  crops 
could  be  ^own  at  a  far  greater  profit  than 
could  possibly  be  made  from  the  production 
of  any  cereal,  or  cotton,  if  that  could  be  culti- 
vated on  them. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Har- 
LAX  in  the  chair.)  Is  the  Senate  ready  for 
the  question? 

Several  Senators.     Let  us  vote. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  perfectly  willing 
that  the  vote  shall  be  taken,  but  I  desire  to  offer 
a  resolution,  which  I  give  notice  I  shall  call 
up  to-morrow  morning. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  can  be 
received  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Perhaps  the  Senate  by 
unanimous  consent  will  pass  it  now.  If  not, 
it  can  go  upon  the  Calendar.  1  ask  the  Sec- 
retary to  read  it. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows ; 

Reaolved.  That  after  three  o'clock  to-day  debate 
on  House  bill  No.  173,  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt, 
shall  be  eonfined  to  the  pending  ameadment  or 
motioD,  and  be  limited  to  ten  minutes  by  any  Sen- 
ator. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  simply  read  for 
information.     It  has  gone  over. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  want  it  to  be  entered 
tm  a  resolution  intveduced  to  be  called  up 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  changes  the  rules 
of  the  Senate  altogether. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ^ive  a  day's  notice  of 
it.  I  have  a  right  to  introduce  it.  I  gave 
notice  yesterday  that  I  should  introduce  it  to- 
day, and  I  introduce  it  to-day  with  the  purpose 
of  oilling  it  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  have  not  the  least  dis- 
position to  make  a  speech  on  the  tariff;  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  has  exhausted  that  subject 
already;  but  I  do  not  think  it  right  to  the 
Senate,  after  two  or  three  leading  speeches 
have  been  made,  to  choke  off  everybody  else 
by  a  resolution  of  that  character.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  sit  here  to-dayt  to-morrow,  or  any 
other  day  the  Senator  from  Ohio  will  name 
oDtil  this  bill  is  ended ;  but  that  is  quite  a  dif- 


ferent thing  from  saying  nobody  shall  have  a 
right  to  express  his  sentiments. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  went  around  and  asked, 
so  far  as  I  could,  whether  there  was  any  one 
who  desired  to  speak.  I  do  not  wish  to  cut 
off  any  one  from  speaking  on  the  bill.  But 
after  we  get  to  the  amendments,  I  think  the 
speeches  should  be  short  and  confined  to  the 
pendingquestion. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  no  one  desires  to 
speak  you  do  not  want  this  gag,  and  I  tell 
my  friend  I  do  not  desire  to  speak.  I  beg 
him  to  understand  that  I  am  not  opposing 
this  on  the  ground  that  I  desire  to  bore  the 
Senate  with  a  dissertation  on  the  subject  of 
finance. 

Mr.  MORTON.  What  is  the  question  before 
the  Senate? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania [Mr.  Soott]  to  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio,  the  Chair  understands,  has  asked 
that  this  resolution  shall  be  received  as  offered 
to-day,  so  that  it  can  be  called  up  to-morrow 
morning.     Is  there  objection  to  that? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  object  to  its  being 
received. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then,  if  there 
be  no  objection,  it  will  be  received,  entered 
on  the  Journal,  and  subject  to  be  called  up 
toomorrow, 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  It  is  tolerably  late,  a 
number  of  Senators  are  absent,  and  the'  Sen- 
ator who  made  this  motion  is  not  here  at 
present. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Se  is  here  now. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  was  going  to  suggest 
an  adjournment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  report  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  to  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  first  amendment 
is  to  strike  out  on  the  first  page  of  the  bill, 
lines  twelve  and  thirteen,  the  following  words : 

On  teas  of  all  kinds,  ten  cents  per  pound. 
Oo  coffee  of  all  kinds,  two  oents  per  pound. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  I  sappose  there  is  no  dis- 
position to  proceed  further  with  this  debate 
to-day,  and  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Several  Senatohs.     Let  us  vote. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Senate  is  very  thin 
now. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  simply  wish  to  say  that  the 
amendment  as  read  by  the  Clerk  does  not 
embrace  the  whole  amendment  I  offered, 
which  was  to  strike  out  those  two  lines  ana 
insert  in  the  last  section  in  the  free  list  ^*  tea 
and  coffee  " 

Mr.*  SHERMAN.  That  cannot  be  done  by 
one  motion. 


I 


The  Chief  Clerk.     It  is  also  proposed  on 
^e  7,  af^er  line  three,  to  insert  *'  teas  of  all 


age 

inds"  and  ^coffee  of  all  kinds.'' 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  moves  to  strike  out  and  insert. 
He  takes  tea  and  coffee  from  the  dutiable  list 
and  puts  them  on  the  free  list.  The  whole  of 
this  printed  bill,  except  the  first  three  lines,  is 
an  amendment  reported  by  the  Comi^ittee  on 
Finance.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
moves  to  strike  out  and  insert,  it  is  true,  at 
different  points,  and  if  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
insists  upon  it,  the  Chair  will  only  receive  the 
first  part  of  the  motion  now  to  strike  out ;  but 
if  it  IS  received  as  a  motion  to  strike  out  and 
insert,  it  must  be  indivisible. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  understand  this  propo- 
sition to  be  to  strike  off  entirely  the  duty  that 
is  proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  upon 
tea  and  coffee  and  to  admit  those  articles  free 
of  duty;  and  I  understand,  if  that  proposition 
should  carry,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  is  of  opinion  that  it  woald  prevent 
a  reduction  of  duties  upon  other  articles  ;  that 
the  financial  condition  of  the  country  is  such 
that  it  would  not  justify  a  reduction  of  duties 


upon  other  articles  embraced  in  the  bill  in 
case  thisproposition  should  carry. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  conceded  on  all 
sides. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  being  so,  I  can- 
not vote  for  this  amendment,  as  I  think  the 
public  interests  of  the  country  require  that  we 
shall  reduce  the  taxes  upon  some  other  articles 
as  well  as  upon  tea  and  coffee.  While  I  am 
willing  to  vote  for  a  reduction  of  the  duties 
upon  tea  and  coffee  to  some  extent,  I  would 
not,  by  making  them  free,  deprive  myself  of 
the  privilege  of  voting  for  a  reduction  upon 
other  articles,  many  of  which  are  produced  or 
manufieictured  in  this  country,  and  in  paying 
the  duty  upon  which  we  do  not  pay  into  the 
Treasury  tne  whole  amount  taken  from  the 

Seople.  I  think  we  ought  so  to  arrange  the 
uties  as  to  make  them  less  burdensome  to  the 
great  body  of  our  people;  and  acting  upon 
that  suggestion,  I  shall  vote  against  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  In  order  that  Senators 
may  understand  the  precise  point,  because  this 
is  the  most  important  vote  on  this  bill,  I  will 
state  that  the  present  duty  on  tea  is  fifteen 
cents  a  pound,  and  the  committee  propose  to 
reduce  it  to  ten  cents.  The  present  duty  on 
coffee  is  three  cents,  and  the  committee  propose 
to  reduce  it  to  two  cents.  That  surrenders 
about  six  or  seven  millions;  but  if  these  two 
items  are  stricken  from  the  tariff  list  and  made 
free,  it  is  a  surrender  of  about  twenty  millions, 
which  wonld  be  all  that  any  one  proposes  to 
reduce  the  tariff.  As  a  matter  of  course, 
if  this  amendment  prevails,  all  propositions 
to  reduce  the  tariff  on  textile  and  metallic 
fabrics  must  be  abandoned.  The  view  is  con- 
curred in  by  every  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  i  thmk  that  we  cannot  go  beyond 
$21,000,000  in  the  reduction  of  the  tariff.  I 
make  this  statement  that  the  Senate  may 
understand  the  effect  of  this  vote. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  should  like 
to  ask  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  whether 
his  object  in  moving  to  strike  out  these  words 
in  this  part  of  the  bill  is  to  put  tea  and  coffee 
on  the  free  list?  If  the  question  is  to  be  taken 
separately,  I  desire  to  understand  it. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  My  purpose  in  moving  this 
amendment  was  to  put  tea  and  coffee  on  the 
free  list,  and  that  there  may  be  no  difficulty 
on  that  subiect,  if  it  will  enable  the  Senate  to 
vote  more  airectly  or  more  intelligently  on  the 
question,  I  will  so  modify  my  motion  and  put 
it  in  that  form,  by  inserting  ''teas  of  all 
kinds''  and  ''coffee  of  all  kinds'*  upon  the 
free  list  in  the  last  section.  If  that  is  done, 
of  course  it  follows  that  they  will  go  out  of  the 
first  section. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  modifies  his  amendment 
by  moving  simply  to  insert  **  teas  of  all  kinds" 
and  '*  coffee  of  all  kinds"  in  the  section  of  the 
bill  containing  the  free  list,  and  if  the  amend- 
ment shall  be  agreed  tOj  he  notifies  the  Senate 
that  he  will  follow  it  with  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  same  words  from  the  previous  section 
where  they  now  appear. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  In  reply  to  what  has  been  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  I  would 
say  that  while  it  is  trae  that  if  tea  and  coffee 
are  placed  on  the  free  list  all  the  proposed  re- 
ductions in  this  bill  cannot  be  made,  it  does 
not  follow  that  some  of  them  cannot  be  made. 
It  would  then  perhaps  be  necessary  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for 
the  purpose  of  determining  upon  which  of  the 
articles  named  in  the  bill  the  reductions  should 
be  made.  They  certainly  cannot  all  be  made 
if  tea  and  coffee  go  upon  the  free  list,  and  I 
am  veij  frank  in  saying  that  it  is  for  the  pur- 
pose or  preventing  them  all  being  made  that  I 
do  make  the  motion  to  put  tea  and  coffee  on 
the  free  list. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  desire  to  give  some  brief 
reason  g 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  give  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn  ? 
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Mr.  SHERMAN.  Oh,  no ;  let  asUke  this 
vote  first. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  question,  I  believe, 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Penn* 
sylvania,  and  to  that  amendment  I  wish  to 
speak. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Will  the  Senator  yield  to 
a  motion  to  adjourn  7 

Mr.  CORBE  IT.  I  will  give  way  to  a  motion 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  will  allow  us  to  have  an  executive 
session  ;  it  is  very  necessary  that  there  should 
bo  one  lor  about  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Very  well ;  I  will  modify 
my  motion,  and  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Is  not  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  prepared  to  go  on  this  afternoon  ? 

Mr.  CORBETT.  i  prefer  to  speak  in  the 
morning.  I  shall  not  make  any  very  exten- 
sive remarks,  however.  I  have  no  prepared 
speech,  but  I  wish  to  give  the  reasons  for  my 
vote. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  for 
an  executive  session  is  not  debatable,  except 
by  unanimous  consent.  The  question  is  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 

Eroceedtd  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
usiness.  After  being  ten  minutes  in  execu- 
tive session,  the  doors  were  reopened,  and  (at 
four  o'clock  and  forty  minutes  p.  m.)  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thubsday,  March  21,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  Rev.  J.  P.  Newman,  D.  D.,  Chaplain  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

IMPORTATION  OF   IIIOHLAND  KILTS,  KTC. 

Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, reported  back  from  the  Committee  of 
V/ays  and  Means  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  789)  to  per- 
mit the  importation  free  of  duty  of  certain 
Highland  kilts  and  uniforms  for  the  seventy- 
ninth  regiment  of  Highlanders  of  the  National 
Guard,  State  of  New  York. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorizes  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  deliver,  free  of 
all  duty  and  charge  for  customs,  eleven  cases 
marked  one  to  eleven  inclusive,  addressed  to 
George  Mitchell,  New  York,  and  containing 
kilts  and  uniforms  for  the  seventh-ninth  regi- 
ment of  Highlanders  of  the  National  Guard, 
State  of  New  York  ;  and  also  any  additional 
kilts  and  uniforms  of  like  pattern  that  may  be 
imported  within  two  years  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  in 
total  number. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  bo 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRINTING  KU  KLUX  RBPORTS. 

Mr.  PENDLETON.  I  am  instmcted  by  the 
Commiitee  on  Printing  to  report  back  House 
resolution  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  majority 
and  minority  reports  of  the  joint  Committee 
to  Inquire  into  the  Condition  of  the  late  Insur- 
rectionary States  as  amended  by  the  Senate, 
and  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House  in 
the  amendments. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
resoluliou  as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the 
Senate. 

The  Clerk  read  us  follows : 

lienolved  by  the  Iloute  of  Reprenentativet  of  the 
United  StaUt,  (the  Sonate  ooQcurring.)  That  there 


be  printed  of  the  majority  and  minority  reports  of 
the  joint  Committee  to  Inqaire  into  the  Oondltionof 
the  late  Insurrectionary  States  forty  thooBand  extra 
copies,  of  which  ten  thousand  shall  be  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate  and  thirty  thoasand  for  the  use  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentativea ;  also  five  thoasand  extra 
copies  of  all  the  testimony  taken  by  said  committee, 
of  which  fifteen  hundred  copies  shall  be  for  the  use 
of  the  Senate,  and  tnirty-five  hundred  for  the  use  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  understand  that  this 
comes  from  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  was  referred  yesterday 
io  that  committee,  and  is  reported  back  this 
morning  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
Senate  amendments  be  concurred  in.  The 
amendments  simply  increase  the  number  of 
reports  to  be  printed.  |f  there  be  no  objec- 
tion the  amendments  will  be  considered  as 
concurred  in. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  amend- 
ments were  accordingly  concurred  in. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
were  concurred  in  ;  and  also  moved  that  the 
motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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ALABAMA  CLAIMS  '*GASB. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  resolution  from  the  Senate 
relative  to  printing  extra  copies  of  the  "  case'' 
of  the  United  States  to  be  presented  before 
the  tribunal  of  arbitration  at  Geneva ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

ItKl>ORT  OF  INTESTIOATINO  COMUITTKB. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  resolution  of  the  Sen- 
ate relative  to  printing  the  report  of  the  testi- 
mony taken  before  the  Senate  Committee  on 
Investigation  and  Retrenchment;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

PROTBOTORATX  OYER  NAVIGATOR  ISLANDS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  7th  instant,  a 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  inclosing  cor- 
respondence and  documents  received  by  him 
relating  to  the  application  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Navigator  Islands,  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  to 
have  the  protection  of  the  Qovernment  of  the 
United  States  extended  over  those  islands ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CENSUS  REPORT. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  concurrent  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senate  for  printing  extra  copies  of 
the  first  eight  tables  of  the  census  report  in 
muslin  covers;  which  was  referred  tp  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

EXPLORATION  OF  FORTIETH  PARALLEL. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  March  11,  1872,  in  relation  to 
the  number  of  volumes  of  Clarence  King's 
report  on  the  geological  exploration  of  the 
fortieth  parallel;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PORT  OP  SAN  FRANCISCO,  CALIFORNIA. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  February  2,  1872, 
transmitting  a  letter  from  the  collector  of  cus- 
toms of  San  Francisco,  California ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FORT  STEIL ACCOM. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  certain  plats 
of  Ihemilitarv  reservation  of  Fort  Steilacoom 


for  the  Committee  on  the  Territories ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WINNEBAGO  INDIANS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  an  appropria- 
tion to  pay  twelve  Winnebago  Indians  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

P0TTAWAT0MIB8. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the 
condition  of  certain  Indians  known  as  the 
Pottawatomies ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

PROPERTY  SOLD  BY  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  March  11, 1872,  in  relation  to 
public  property  sold  by  the  War  Department 
since  July  1,  1865  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

MINING  STATISTICS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  the  report  of  the 
commissioner  of  mining  statistics  on  mines  and 
mining  west  of  the  Rocky  mountains,  for  the 
year  ending  December  31,  1871;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Foster,  of  Ohio,  for  four  days; 
to  Mr.  Porter  for  the  remainder  of  this  week, 
in  consequence  of  a  death  in  his  family  ;  to 
Mr.  Cobb  for  ten  days,  and  to  Mr.  Ambler 
until  the  end  of  next  week. 

ELIZABETH  N.  JACKSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York, 
leave  was  granted  for  the  withdrawal  from  the 
files  of  the  House  of  the  papers  in  the  case  of 
Elizabeth  N.  Jackson. 

ENROLLED  BILLS. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Commiitee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  they  had  exam- 
ined and  found  truly  enrolled  bills  of  the  fol- 
lowing titles;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the 
same  * 

A  bill  (S.  No.  94)  for  the  relief  of  Miss 
Keturah  Cole ;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  715)  relating  to  the  capture 
of  the  Albemarle. 

MORNING  nOUR. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  now 
begins,  at  eighteen  minutes  past  twelve  o^  clock, 
ana  the  House  resumes  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce yesterday. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  My  coUeagne  on  the  com- 
mittee yields  to  me  to  report  back  from  the 
Commiitee  on  Commerce  a  bill  (H.  li.  No. 
468)  to  facilitate  commerce  between  the  United 
States  and  China  and  Japan,  and  other  coun- 
tries of  Asia. 

Mr.  RANDALL.     Let  us  hear  the  bill  rend . 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  object.  I  would  prefer 
that  this  bill  should  come  up  in  regular  order. 
On  its  face  it  looks  to  me  like  Hudson  Bay 
Companv  No.  2. 

Mr.  LVNCH.  It  is  reported  ananimoosly 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  WHITTHORNE.    I  object. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  My  coUeagne  on  the  com  • 
mittee,  the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
Conger,]  has  consented  that  this  bill  should 
come  up  before  the  House  resumes  the  consi<l- 
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eratioa  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  shipping  com* 
misaioneni. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  other  measure,  that 
reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Michigan, 
[Mr.  CoNOERy]  were  disposed  of,  the  Cbair 
wo  aid  then  recognize  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Ltkch,]  under  the  regular  call 
cf  the  committee.  The  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan, [Mr.  GoNOEB,]  thinking  that  the  bill  in 
relaticQ  to  the  shipping  commissioners  would 
t&ke  a  longer  time  than  the  morning  hour 
wcuid  admit  of,  desires  that  some  special  time 
be  fixed  for  its  consideration,  as  was  suggested 
yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  New  x  ork, 
[Mr.  Woop.] 

SHIPPING  COMUISSIONERS. 

The  House  resamed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  U.  No.  2044)  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  shipping  commissioners  by  the  several 
circuit  courts  of  the  United  States,  to  super- 
intend the  shipping  and  discharge  of  seamen 
engaged  in  merchant  ships  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  for  the  further  protection 
of  seamen. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  desire  to  make  a  propo- 
sition to  the  House  with  regard  to  the  further 
consideration  of  this  bill.  The  Committee  on 
Commerce  have  several  important  bills  which 
it  is  desirable  they  shall  have  an  opportunity 
of  presenting  to  the  House ;  and  as  the  bill 
now  pending  may  take  up  the  entire  morning 
hour  allotted  to  the  committee,  I  ask  the  House 
to  agree  that  it  be  made  a  special  order,  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  orders,  this  day.  two 
weeks,  after  half  past  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  WOOD.  If  that  arrangement  is  agreed 
to,  will  this  bill,  when  it  comes  up  as  a  special 
order,  take  precedence  of  every  other  order  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will.  As  the  bill  now 
stands,  it  is  entitled  to  hold  precedence  in  the 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Would  not  the  arrange- 
ment proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan [Mr.  Conger]  interfere  with  every  special 
order  which  has  heretofore  been  made  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Undoubtedly  it  would  to 
the  extent  of  the  day  for  which  it  is  made  a 
special  order.  It  devotes  that  day  absolutely  to 
this  bill.     It  does  not  run  over  any  other  aay. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  hope  the  order  will  be  made. 
We  want  time  to  examine  the  bill  and  under- 
stand iu 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  the 
arrangement  proposed  \)y  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Conger?] 

Mr.  OAKFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Is  it  for  one 
day  only? 

The  SPEAKER.     For  one  day  only. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  cannot  consent  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  being  cut  off  with  the 
termination  of  the  day. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Conger]  can  include,  as  part 
of  the  arrangement,  that  it  shall  be  understood 
that  the  previous  question  shall  be  seconded 
at  half  past  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  shall  object  to  that. 
That  limitation  would  prevent  a  full  consider* 
at  ion  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  will  allow  four  hoars  for 
diacassion. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  cannot  consent  that  this 
bill  shall  be  in  any  worse  position  than  it  is 
now. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  are  two  ways  in 
which  the  object  of  the  gentleman  can  be 
attained.  The  arrangement  which  has  now 
been  proposed  can  be  made  by  unanimous 
consent ;  or  the  gentleman  can  recommit  his 
bill  and  enter  a  motion  to  reconsider,  and  then 
take  a  favorable  time  for  calling  up  the  motion 
to  reconsider. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  would  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan,  that  he  enter  a  motion 
to  reconsider,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
bill  will  not  be  called  up  for  two  weeks. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman,  in  that 
case^  will  of  coarse  have  to  consult  somewhat 


the  state  of  basinesa  in  the  House,  and  will 
have  to  confer  with  the  Chair  as  to  the  proper 
time  for  calling  up  the  bill. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  What  is  the  objection  to 
proceeding  with  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
at  this  time? 

Mr.  CONGER.    Because  there  are  various 
other  matters  which  the  Committee  on  Com 
merce  desire  to  report  to  the  House,  and  which 
require  to  be  disposed  of. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  withdraw  any  objection  to  the  proposed 
arrangement. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  again  sub- 
mit the  pro{»osition  :  that  the  pending  bill  be 
made  a  special  order  for  this  day  two  weeks, 
at  half  past  one  o'clock,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  orders,  and  that  at  half  past  four 
o'clock  the  previous  question  shairbe  consid- 
ered as  operating.  The  bill  will  be  taken  up 
in  the  same  position  as  it  is  now.  Yesterday 
it  was  being  read  by  sections  for  amendment, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  under- 
standing will  be  that  when  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  be  proceeded  with  in  the 
same  way. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Does  that  limit  the  time 
allowed  each  member  for  debate  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not.  Some  ar- 
rangemenl  may  be  made,  if  the  House  chooses, 
as  to  the  length  of  the  speeches. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  suggest  that 
the  speeches  be  limited  to  five  minutes. 

Mr.  WOO  D.     I  shall  object  to  that. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  It  would  not 
be  fair  that  three  hours  being  allowed  for 
debate  three  members  should  be  allowed  to 
occupy  the  whole  time.  Let  there  be  a  limita- 
tion at  least  to  ten  minutes.  That  would  let 
in  some  twenty  members. 

Mr.  KING.  I  object  to  limiting  the  discus- 
sion to  two  hours. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  is  to 
allow  three  hours,  or,  including  one  hour  afler 
the  previous  question  is  seconded,  four  hours. 

0  f  course  this  arrangement,  the  Chair  will  state, 
does  not  preclude  the  House,  if  it  shall  so 
choose,  from  sustaining  the  aemand  for  the 
previous  question  before  half  past  four. 

Mr.  CONGER.  But  suppose  the  bill  is 
not  read  threogh  by  sections  when  that  hour 
arrives? 

The  SPEAKER.  Nevertheless,  if  this 
arrangement  is  made,  the  previoas  question 
will  operate  at  half  past  four  o'clock  on  that 
day. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  Will  it 
be  in  order  at  any  time  during  the  three  hours 
the  bill  is  under  consideration  on  that  day  to 
move  to  lay  it  on  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  undoubtedly  would  be. 

Mr.  CONGER.  With  every  desire  to  ac- 
commodate my  colleagues  on  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  to  accommodate  the  com- 
mittee, for  the  purpose  of  reporting  bills  in 
which  I  know  the  House  is  lai^ely  interested, 

1  think  that  perhaps  it  will  be  safer  to  ask  the 
House  to  give  our  committee  an  extra  morn- 
ing hour 

Mr.  SAWYER.    At  some  future  time. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Than  to  throw  this  bill  over 
to  some  future  day. 

Mr.  PETERS.  Yoa  will  not  get  the  extra 
morning  hour ;  you  may  be  sure  of  that 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  require  unani- 
mous consent,  unless  made  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules.  The  Chair  will  again  state 
the  proposition  as  he  understands  it,  and  then 
ask  for  objections,  if  any.  The  proposition  is 
that  the  further  consideration  of  this  bill  be 
postponed  for  two  weeks  from  to-day,  and  that 
at  half  past  one  o'clock  on  that  day  it  shall  be 
the  special  order  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
orders,  and  that  at  half  past  four  o'clock  on 
that  day,  unless  sooner  ordered,  the  previous 
question  shall  be  operative.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  proposed  arrangement? 

No  objection  was  made,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 


Mr.  CONGE  R  moved  to  reconsider  the  order 
just  made ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  laid  on  Uie  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  not  take 
out  of  the  morning  hour  the  ten  minutes  con- 
sumed in  making  this  arrangement.  The 
morning  hour  will  be  regarded  as  beginning  at 
half  past  twelve  o'clock. 

ASIATIC  GOMMBRGK. 

Mr.  LYNCH,  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, repoited  back,  with  amendments,  House 
bill  No.  468,  to  facilitate  commerce  between 
the  United  States  and  China,  Japan,  and  the 
Countries  of  Asia. 

The  jimendments,  being  to  add  names  to  the 
list  of  corporators,  and  to  authorize  an  office 
at  San  Francisco  as  well  as  at  New  York,  were 
agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  read.  The  first 
section  creates  Robert  B.  Van  Valkenburgh, 
Benjamin  Eggleston,  Lawrence  B.  Cushing, 
R.  M.  Bishop,  James  F.  Wilson,  John  R.  Hall, 
Elisha  E.  Rice,  Thomas  A.  Scott,  I.  E.  Gates, 
George  B.  Upton,  Israel  S.  Spencer,  P.  Mc- 
Donald Collins,  James  Y.  Ashton,  John  V. 
Farwell,  John  B.  Cogle,  A.  A.  Low,  J.  D. 
Cameron,  W.  T.  Walters,  Benjamin  Flint, 
George  E.  Lane,  Richard  B.  Irwin,  Frederick 
E.  Woodbridge,  and  John  R.  Waller,  and  such 
other  persons  as  may  be  associated  with  them, 
and  their  successors,  a  body  politic  and  cor- 
porate, by  the  name,  style,  and  title  of  the 
Asiatic  Commercial  Company,  and  provides 
that  by  that  name  they  shall  have  perpetual 
succession,  and  shall  be  able  to  sue  and  be 
sued,  plead  and  be  impleaded,  defend  and  be 
defended,  in  all  coorts  of  law  and  equity  in 
the  United  States,  and  may  make  and  have  a 
common  seal ;  and  that  the  said  company  shall 
have  the  right  to  purchase,  sell,  ship,  trans- 
port, and  deal  in  the  goods,  wares,  merchan- 
dise, and  products  of  any  of  the  countries 
herein  named,  with  power  to  purchase,  hold, 
and  convey  all  such  real  and  personal  estate 
and  property  as  the  business  of  the  said  cor- 
poration may  from  time  to  time  require,  and  to 
do  and  perform  all  acts  and  things  necessary 
to  carry  the  provisions  of  this  act  into  effect. 

The  second  section  provides  that  the  said 
corporation,  in  connection  with  the  aforesaid 
basmess,  may,  under  the  authority  of  the 
Governments  of  China,  Japan,  and  of  the 
other  countries  of  Asia,  engage  in  public 
works  which  may  be  necessary  to  develop  and 
increase  the  business  and  commerce  thereofj 
and  to  facilitate  commerce  between  them  ana 
the  United  States,  and  for  that  purpose  may 
issue  its  bonds  or  other  obligations,  secured 
by  a  pledge  or  mortgage  of  its  property  and 
franchises;  and  that  the  said  company  shall 
have  power  to  make  and  issue  all  promissory 
notes,  bills  of  exchange,  drafts,  or  other  obliga* 
tions  which  may  be  necessary  or  convenient 
in  the  transactions  of  its  business,  and  which 
may  be  authorized  by  the  board  of  directors ; 
provided  that  no  such  notes,  bills,  drafts,  or 
other  obligations  shall  be  issued,  passed,  or 
legally  circulated  as  currency  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States. 

The  third  section  provides  that  the  capital 
stock  of  said  corporation  shall  be  $5,000,000, 
to  be  divided  into  shares  of  $100  each,  and 
said  shares  of  stock  shall  be  personal  prop- 
erty, transferable  on  the  books  of  the  company 
only ;  and  that  said  capital  stock  may  be  in- 
creased from  time  to  time  as  may  be  necessary 
for  the  general  purposes  of  said  company. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  the  said 
company  shall  have  power  to  make  sack  by- 
laws as  it  may  deem  proper  for  the  manage- 
ment of  the  business  and  disposition  of  the 
property  and  estate  of  the  company,  the  term 
of  office  and  duties  of  its  officers  and  servants, 
and  to  carry  ont  the  general  objects  of  the 
corporation,  and  to  amend  or  repeal  the  same 
at  pleasure ;  provided  that  such  by 'laws  shall 
not  conflict  with  any  law  of  the  United  States* 
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The  fifth  section  provides  that  the  stock, 
property,  and  affairs  of  the  said  corporation 
shall  be  managed  by  a  board  consisting  of 
nine  directors,  and  they  may  appoint  the^res- 
ident  aqd  snch  other  officers,  and  employ  each 
agents  and  fix  their  compensation  as  they  may 
deem  proper,  not  incoqsistent  with  t.he  by-laws 
of  saia  company. 

The  eixth  section  provides  that  the  corpor- 
ators named  in  this  act  shall  be^  the  directors 
for  the  first  year  from  the  organization  of  the 
company,  and  thereafter  annual  elections  of 
directors  by  the  stockholders  shall  be  held  at 
meetings  to  be  called  for  that  purpose,  at  which 
each  share  of  stock  present,  in  person  or  by 
proxy,  shall  be  entitled  to  one  vote,  and  th^ 
majority  of  the  stock  thns  represented  shall 
elect 

The  seventh  section  provides  that  the  prin- 
cipal office  of  the  company  shall  be  in  the  city 
of  New  York  or  San  Francisco,  and  that  Con- 
gress shall  have  power  to  alter,  amend,  or 
repeal  this  act  at  any  time ;  and  further,  that 
in  no  event  shall  the  United  States  be  liable 
to  any  person,  corporation,  or  foreign  Power 
for  any  matter  or  thing  growing  out  of  the 
passage  of  this  act. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill,  as 
amended,  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  desire  to  correct  a  state- 
ment that  I  made  a  short  time  ago,  that  this 
bill  comes  with  the  unanimous  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  There 
is  one  member  of  that  committee,  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman,]  who  op- 
poses the  passage  of  any  bill  of  this  kind. 
This  is  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  commercial 
oompanv  for  the  transaction  of  business  be- 
tween tne  United  States,  China,  and  Japan. 
It  is  an  exact  copy  of  an  act  passed  in  June, 
1870,  to  incorporate  the  Bolivia  Navigation 
Company. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  What  is  the  capital  au- 
thorized by  this  bill? 

Mr.  LYNCH.     It  is  $5,000,000. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  It  is  a  monster  to  crush 
out  individual  enterprise ;  that  is  all  there  is 
of  it. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  It  is  a  bill  to  authorize  this 
company  to  do  precisely  what  any  individual 
would  have  the  right  to  do,  to  use  a  common 
seal,  and  to  do  all  acts  that  any  incorporated 
company  would  have  a  right  to  do  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  the  right  in  Congress  to  alter 
and  repeal  the  act  at  any  time.  There  are  no 
privileges  granted  to  this  company  other  than 
are  granted  to  any  incorporation  for  transact- 
ing business,  iind  no  privileges  that  any  indi- 
vidual would  not  have. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Lykch]  to  give  but  one  justi- 
fication for  this  bill  which  has  really  but  one 
object:  that  is,  that  the  Governments  of  China 
and  Japan,  in  their  transactions  with  this  com- 
pany, refuse  to  recognize  State  authority.  This 
act  of  incorporation  is  desired  in  order  that 
they  may  show  that  they  have  received  coun- 
tenance or  official  authority  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States.  Those  countries 
do  not  understand,  as  we  do  here,  that  all 
private  corporations  in  this  country  can  obtain 
full  and  complete  authority  froin  State  Legis- 
latures, and  that  the  national  Government  has 
no  jurisdiction  and  no  right  to  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  States  over  this  subject  of  corpora- 
tions. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  This  is  not  a  mononoly ;  it 
is  simply  an  act  of  incorporation.  We  have 
granted  such  rights  to  other  companies  for  the 
transaction  of  business  in  the  United  States, 
and  we  have  granted  the  same  rights  to  one  other 
company  for  the  transaction  of  business  in 
Bolivia.  As  I  have  said  before,  this  is  au  exact 
copy  of  that  act,  and  there  are  no  rights  of 
monopoly  granted. 

Mr.  £EHH.  Mr.  Sjseaker,  it  appears  to  me 
the  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  create  a  great 
corporation   to  do  business  as  between  our 


country  and  a  foreign  country.  I  can  imagine 
a  great  many  grave  objections  to  the  enact- 
ment of  a  bill  like  this.  In  the  first  place,  I 
assume  that  Congress  has  no  constitutional 
power  to  enact  a  charter  of  this  kind.  It  does 
not  belong  to  the  functions  of  the  Federal 
Government  to  do  so,  and  is  in  no  way  neces- 
sary to  enable  this  Government  to  accomplish 
any  of  its  duties  toward  the  people  or  the 
United  States.  If  citizens  of  tho  United  States 
want  to  carry  on  commerce  with  other  nations 
they  have  perfect  liberty  to  do  so.  All  we 
need  in  order  to  make  that  liberty  more  effect- 
ive to  them  is  greater  freedom  under  our  navi- 
gation laws  and  the  laws  for  the  purchase, 
construction,  and  ownership  of  ships.  If  for- 
eign nations  desire  to  have  any  closer  or  more 
ofiicial  relations  with  this  Government  than 
they  can  with  private  individuals,  they  should 
seek  such  relations  in  the  ordinary  manner, 
which  is  through  the  agency  of  their  agents, 
of  their  ministers  and  embassadors,  their  rep- 
resentatives at  the  seat  of  Government.  It  is 
no  part  of  the  duty  of  the  United  States  to 
create  any  system  of  irresponsible  middlemen 
to  act  between  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  and  foreign  nations.  Commerce  should 
be  absolutely  free.  The  vice  that  inheres  in 
this  bill  and  in  all  like  bills  is  that  it  proposes 
an  interference  upon  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment with  the  conduct  of  commerce  between 
this  country  and  a  foreign  country. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  The  gentleman  entirely  mis- 
apprehends the  scope  and  object  of  this  bill. 
It  grants  no  privilege  other  than  those  granted 
to  any  corporation  within  the  United  States. 
It  simply  allows  them  to  act  as  a  corporation 
precisely  as  they  would  act  as  an  individual. 
There  is  no  monopoly  about  it  in  connection 
with  foreign  Governments. 

Mr.  K£RR.  1  understand  that  in  Japan  an 
American  citizen  would  be  still  an  American 
citizen,  and  under  our  protection  within  the 
scope  of  international  law,  and  he  would  be 
able  to  conduct  all  legitimate  enterprises  as 
a  private  citizen  without  incorporation. 

Mr.   LYNCH.    This  is  no  new  thing,  of 

f ranting  an  incorporation  to  a  company, 
jvery  national  bank  in  the  country  is  an  in- 
corporation, incorporated  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  United  States.  We  hmn  in  the  case 
of  the  Bolivian  company  passed  a  bill  here  with 
very  little  opposition^  which  is  precisely  like 
this  bill.  The  right  is  reserved  in  the  bill  to 
alter  or  amend  it ;  it  simply  grants  the  power 
of  a  corporation  to  this  company  for  the  pur- 
pose of  trading  between  Japan,  Obiaa,  and  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  think  there  are  still  frreater 
objections  to  this  measure  than  I  have  been 
able  yet  to  suggest,  and  I  desire  here,  in  justi- 
fication of  myself,  to  say  that  I  only  just  came 
into  the  Hall  and  heard  the  bill  read  ;  I  have 
had  no  opportunity  to  read  it  or  study  it;  but 
heretofore  during  ray  service  in  this  Hall  I 
have  had  occasion  to  investigate'  this  class  of 
questions  with  great  care,  and  this  bill  sug- 
gested itself  to  me  as  involving  the  objection- 
able features  in  bills  heretofore  passed  or 
offered.  As  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  this  bill. 
I  do  not  say  that  there  is  any  subsidy  in  it,  or 
that  it  is  extraordinary  in  its  form.  It  is  like 
all  bills  for  the  creation  of  corporations, 
and  the  gentleman  does  not  need  to  suggest 
to  ma  that  in  many  of  its  features  it  is  like 
other  charters  of  corporations  all  over  this 
country.  I  know  there  are  such  corporations 
in  some  of  their  general  characteristics,  and 
that  there  is  no  greater  misfortune  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  We  have  too  many 
corporations.  This  policy  of  the  country  is 
driving  all  the  wealth  of  the  country  to  aggre- 
gate itself  under  the  control  of  corporations, 
and  under  the  cover  and  power  of  corporate 
franchises  and  privileges  it  is  daily  exercis- 
ing more  and  more  potential  influence  upon 
every  interest  of  the  entire  country.  In  my 
judgment  this  influence  is  most  baneful  and 


dangerous  in  many  respects.  It  threatens 
some  of  the  sacred  interests  of  our  conntiy. 
It  is  at  all  times  unfriendly  and  injurious  to 
the  people. 

Now,  it  is  to  this  entire  lystem  of  congres- 
sional legislation  that  I  want  to  object,  and  to 
which  I  think  the  country  objects.  There  are 
too  many  corporations  growing  up.  The  gen- 
tleman says  tnat  this  bill  only  gives  this  cor- 
poration the  right  to  go  abroad  and  engage  in 
commerce  in  Japan.  We  cannot  fdresee,  the 
wit  of  map  is  not  sharp  enough  to  look  far 
enough  into  the  future  to  detect  what  may  be 
the  ulterior  policy,  purpose,  or  power  of  this 
corporation.  It  is  against  the  whole  system, 
therefore,  that  I  protest,  becauae  of  the  gen- 
eral and  undefinaole  character  of  the  powers 
conferred.  They  are  dangerous,  suspicious, 
and  alarming.  They  look  to  complications, 
sharp  bargains,  great  operations  by  irresponsi- 
ble parties,  ana  to  national  complications  as 
the  result.  Look,  for  example,  at  section  two. 
I  read  it : 

Sbc.  2.  That  the  said  corporation,  in  connection 
with  the  aforesaid  basin  ess,  may,  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  Governments  of  China,  Japan,  and  ot  the 
other  countries  of  Asia,  engage  in  public  workii 
which  may  be  necessary  to  develop  and  increii^e  tht- 
bosiness  and  commerce  thereof,  and  to  facilitate 
commerce  between  them  and  the  United  States,  autl 
for  that  purpose  may  issue  its  bonds  or  other  obli* 
gations,  secured  by  a  pledge  or  mortgage  of  iu  prop- 
erty aod  franchises.  And  the  said  company  bk^ilt 
have  power  to  make  and  issue  all  promissory  Dotci*. 
Dills  of  exchange,  drafts,  or  other  obltgationd  wbiob 
maybe  necessary  or  convenient  in  the  tran.<]irti'in 
of  its  business,  and  which  may  be  authorized  by  ihv 
boarj^  of  directors :  Provided,  That  no  snoh  notc«, 
bills,  drafts,  or  other  obligations  shall  be  i««ued. 
passed,  or  legally  circulated 
of  the  United  States 


passed,  or  legally  circulated  as  currency  in  any  part 


Let  any  gentleman  contemplate  for  a  moment 
the  extent,  scope,  and  range  of  these  powers, 
and  answer  if  he  can  prescribe  any  limit  to 
them.  These  corporations  ma^  contract,  under 
express  authority  of  the  United  States,  with 
the  Governments  of  China,  Japan,  or  other 
nations  of  Asia,  to  erect  or  establish  public 
works,  to  develop  commerce,  and  facilitate 
trade.  These  are  grants  of  vast  rauge  and 
scope.  But  they  may  also  issue  bonds  or 
other  obligations,  secured  by  mortgage  on  their 
property  or  franchises.  If  they  have  no  honest 
property,  they  can  mortgage  their  unsubstan- 
tial, imaginary,  and  worthless  franchises.  But 
they  are  also  empowered  to  issue  bills,  note:?, 
drafts,  '*or  other  obligations  which  may  be 
necessary  or  convenient  in  the  transaction  of 
its  business,  and  which  may  be  anthorized  by 
the  board  of  directors."  This  is  a  most  dan- 
gerous power,  not.  now  possessed  by  any  cor- 
poration in  our  country.  But  out  of  abundant 
caution,  the  proviso  declares  that  these  things 
shall  not  be  used  in  the  United  States  ^^i^ 
currency.*'  Thus  it  is  by  implication  conceded 
that  this  paper  may  he  used  as  currency  oat 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  license  from  our 
country  to  these  gentlemen,  without  any  per- 
sonal accountability  on  their  part,  to  put  mto 
circulation  in  a  foreign  counti^,  among  a  sim- 
ple and  honest  people,  a  currei|cy  of  rags, 
bnsed  upon  no  security,  irredeemable,  and 
liable  any  day  to  become  trash.  Yet  this  trash 
has  the  countenance  and  qwtn  indorsement 
of  the  United  States.  With  this  apparent 
Government  approval,  those  people  might 
naturally  assume  that  such  trash  would  be 
naade  good  by  our  Government.  The  whole 
bill  is  thus  calculated  to  mislead  an  ignorant 
and  confiding  people,  to  deceive  them,  to  make 
them  victims  of  greedy  men,  and  ultimately  to 
bring  trouble  or  dishonor  to  our  country. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  irom 
New  York,  [Mr.  Cox.] 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in  favor  of 
this  bill.  I  voted  a  year  or  two  ago  for  a  bill 
similar  to  this,  incorporating  what  was  called 
the  Bolivia  company,  i  never  favored  any 
bill  giving  a  subsidy  or  granting  any  peon  liar 
privileges  with  reference  to  commerce  among 
the  States.  1  did  favor  the  bill  to  which  1 
have  reiierred,  because  I  believed  it  to  be  in 
pursuance  of  the  constitutional  provision  with 
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reference  to  the  regulation  of  commerce  by 
Congress.  I  favor  this  bill  for  the  same  rea- 
son,  becaase  it  simply  authorizes  a  combina- 
tion of  merchants  to  go  out  to  foreign  lands, 
to  reach  out  and  absorb,  if  you  please,  the 
commerce  of  other  countries  and  oring  it  to 
our  feet.  It  disturbs  not  a  single  dollar  or 
cent  in  our  Treasury.  It  takes  not  a  penny 
from  any  one  of  the  people.  It  proposes  no 
direct  or  ij^direct  subsidy.  The  only  objec- 
tion which  my  honored  friend  from  Indiana 
[Mr.  Kbrr]  makes  to  the  measure  is  that  he 
distrusts  corporations  in  this  country.  I  share 
his  distrust.  I  would  vote  to  repeal  the  whole 
national  banking  systern,  because  the  banks 
abase  their  powers,  and  because  the  system  is 
not,  in  my  judgment,  constitutional.  I  would 
not  vote  to  incorporate  this  cofnpany  if  the 
bill  did  not  contain  a  clause  providing  that  it 
shall  be  repealable  at  the  pleasare  of  Con- 
gress. 

Mr.  KERR.  If  my  friend  from  New  York 
will  allow  me,  I  wish  to  inquire  whether,  ac- 
cording to  his  view  of  the  powers  of  Congress, 
we  h&^e  any  ri|;ht  to  enact  a  bill  to  create  such 
a  corporation  as  this? 

Mr.  COX.  I  have  already  said  on  this 
occasion,  as  I  said  in  1870  when  we  had  under 
consideration  a  similar  bill,  from  which  this 
bill  is  copied  almost  in  hcBO  verba,  that  there 
is  no  objection,  under  our  constitutional  power 
with  reierence  to  the  regulation  of  commerce, 
to  allowing  combinations  of  men — call  them 
corporations  or  whatever  else  you  please — to 
grasp  foreign  commerce  and  bring  it  to  our 
shores. 

The  trouble  with  gentlemen  on  this  side  is 
that  while  they  are  6ghting  corporations  which 
would  aggrandize  power  aud  wealth  by  absorb- 
ing them  from  the  people  of  this  country  they 
fail  to  discriminate  at  the  proper  point ;  they 
fail  to  recognize  that  under  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution there  is  no  power  more  clearly  defined 
than  the  power  to  regulate  commerce.  This 
question,  as  my  friena  from  Indiana  very  well 
knows,  was  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  Con- 
vention which  framed  the  Federal  Constitu- 
tion ;  and  it  was  one  great  object  of  that  in- 
strument to  endow  the  General  Government 
with  full  power  in  this  respect.  But,  sir,  this 
is  not  a  bill  relating  to  commerce  between  the 
States.  It  does  not  affect  the  oitisens  of  this 
country.  It  simply  provides  for  a  combina- 
tion of  citizens  in  a  corporate  capacity  to  go  to 
South  America  and  bring  wealth  to  our  shores, 
without  harming  any  one  in  this  country  or 
violating  any  constitutional  requirement.  For 
the  information  of  gentlemen  on  this  side  who 
are  so  strict  in  their  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, I  would  refer  to  the  discussion  which 
was  had  in  this  House  a  year  or  two  ago  when 
a  similar  bill  was  considered,  and  when  the 
same  objections  now  urged  by  |;entlemen  on 
this  side  were,  I  think,  satisfactorily  answered  $ 
and  the  House  passed  that  bill,  which  did  not 
make  any  discrimination  against  our  own  peo- 
ple, but  was  simply  a  measure  to  bring  to  us 
loreign  commerce.  I  think  that  there  is  a  lim- 
itation to  be  drawn  somewhere  in  relation  to 
this  matter.  I  dare  do  ri^ht  as  against  any  one 
who  would  aggrandize  either  a  corporation  or 
a  body  of  private  individuals  at  the  expense 
of  the  people ;  and  I  dare  do  right  also  in 
conferring  those  corporate  powers  and  fran- 
chises by  which  our  commerce  may  be  in- 
creased by  enabling  our  citiaens  to  go  to  other 
countries  and  lay  the  tribute  of  the  world  at 
our  feet. 

Mr.  FINEELNBURG.  Will  the  gentleman 
yield  to  me  to  have  an  amendment  read  7 

Mr.  LYNCH.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  FINKBLNBDRG.  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  word  **  perpetual,''  in  line  ten,  and  to 
insert  **  for  the  period  of  thirty  years''  after 
the  word  "succession,"  in  line  eleven. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  RANDALL.    I  move  further  to  amend 


so  as  to  make  it  ten  years.    Thirty  y«arB  is  a 
lifetime  in  these  corporations. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  now  yield  to  the  gentle- 
fnan  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  V^ILLARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  X  wish  to 
call  attention  to  what  seems  to  me  to  be  the 
extraordinary  character  of  this  bill.  Whether 
the  Federal  Government  has  power  to  engage 
in  this  business  of  creating  corporations  or 
not,  it  is  clear  to  me  that  it  has  no  power  to 
create  corporations  except  for  some  object 
contemplated  by  the  Constitution  itself.  If 
the  Government,  in  administering  its  own 
affairs,  in  eonduoting  the  business  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, deems  it  wise  to  ereate  national 
banking  institutions  or  corporations,  it  has 
undoubtedly  the  power  to  do  so.  It  has  the 
power  to  regulate  the  finances  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  it  has  the  power  to  create  corpora- 
tions by  which  or  throagh  which  the  finances 
of  the  Government  will  be  regulated.  But  if 
we  have  the  power  to  ereate  a  corporation  like 
this  simply  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in 
fi^reign  commerce,  we  have  the  power  to  create 
a  corporation  for  any  purpose  whatever.  We 
have  the  power,  then,  to  create  a  corporation 
to  engage  in  mercantile  pursuits  in  the  city  of 
New  York,  or  in  Boston,  or  in. San  Francisco, 
and  we  have  the  power  to  create  a  corporation 
for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  manufactures 
in  Massaohosetts  or  elsewhere. 

Mr.  PBTEHS.  By  the  terms  of  this  bill 
this  corporation  is  not  to  transact  business  in 
any  State. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  princi- 
pal office  of  the  proposed  corporation  is  located 
in  the  city  of  New  i  ork.  It  is  to  have  its  head- 
quarters in  that  city,  and  this  company  is  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  trade,  carrying 
merchandise,  and  for  traffic  between  New  York 
city  and  foreign  ports.  As  I  was  stating,  it  is 
just  as  much,  in  my  judgment,  beyond  the 
scope  of  our  constitutional  power  to  create  a 
corporation  for  this  purpose  as  to  create  a 
corporation  for  the  purpose  of  enga^tag  in 
mercantile  business  in  New  York  eity. 

Now,  what  is  proposed  ?  This  eorponaiion 
is  to  have  its  headquarters  in  the  city  of  New 
York.  It  is  to  be  a  great  mercantile  hoc^se  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  doing  business  in  Japan 
and  other  Asiatic  countries,  and  that  is  all 
there  is  of  it.  The  company,  if  incorporated 
by  the  passage  of  this  bill,  will,  of  course, 
engage  in  foreign  commerce,  but  it  is  only  con- 
nected with  commerce  as  any  mercantile  house 
in  New  York  may  engage  in  commerce.  The 
power  in  Congress  to  regulate  commerce  can* 
not  extend  to  any  such  project  as  this,  which 
is  really  only  an  act  of  incorporation  of  a  com- 
pany to  engage  in  business  on  its  own  account. 
We.  might  as  well  incorporate  the  house  of  A. 
T.  Stewart,  and  authorize  it  to  engage  in  mer- 
cantile transactions  with  China  or  Japan,  as 
to  pass  this  bill. 

Besides,  the  tendency  in  this  direction,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  becoming  dangerous,  and  cer- 
tainly we  ought  not  to  undertake  this  kind  of 
legislation  when  there  is  no  necessity  for  it 
These  gentlemen  can,  if  they  choose,  incor- 
porate themselves  under  the  general  law  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  They  ean  incorporate 
themselves  under  the  general  laws  of  other 
States,  and  can  thus  get  all  of  the  powers  of 
incorporation  which  they  ought  rightfully  to 
have. 

I  suspect,  also,  that  this  is  the  pioneer  of 
other  similar  measures.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  propose  to  report, 
but  I  have  seen  a  statement  in  the  newspapers 
that  the  committee  propose  to  ineorporate  a 
grand  bank  to  do  business  in  Mexico ;  and  we 
shall  soon  have  propositions  for  a  grand  in- 
corporation of  railroad  companies  ror  South 
America,  for  China,  and  for  Japan,  and  for 
other  foreign  countries.  What  will  follow, 
Mr.  Speaker?  As  soon  as  these  corporations 
get  into  any  difficulty  in  those  countries  where 
they  are  engaged  in  business,  just  so  soon  will 


thej  oome  bacik  qu  the  Uni^d  St^^9  i^i^d 
claim  that  they  are  acting  under  the  authority 
of  this  General  GoTeruuient)  and  th»t  ^hey 
must  be  protected  by  the  General  fiove^^u- 

ment, 

Mr.  LYNCH.  Will  the  ge^tl^w^u  from 
Vermont  allow  me  to  ^ak  hinn  f^ question? 

Mr.  WJLLARP.     Cwtftiply, 

Mr*  LYNCH.  Suppose  auy  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  doing  bq«inQS9  Qp  engitfed  in 
trade  in  a  foreign  cQqntry,  ge^  jntp  Mronble, 
cannot  he  c^l  upon  the  United  Slater  \o  pro- 
tect him  in  bis  rights? 

Mr.  WiLLAHl).  Every  individu«^l  citizen 
of  the  United  States  ha«  the  right  to  call  upon 
the  QoYernpaent  to  project  him  in  bis  rights 
as  a  citizen  pf  the  United  States,  th^t  right 
is  given  him  Uy  the  Constitntion  of  t^e  United 
States.  But  corporations  engsiged  in  this  way 
do  not  have  the  same  rights  |^  iiq  Au^eri- 
can  citizen)  and  we  ought  nqt  tp  enUrge  pur 
obligations  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  LYNC6,  Will  the  gentlemf^n  point  out 
in  this  hill  aiiy  provision  that  givef  tbis  cor- 
poration any  other  sights  th^n  an  in^ividuf^l 
has  iu  a  foreign  country? 

Mr.  Eehr,    Look  at  Amotion  twp- 

Mr.  WILLAIII).  I  h»d  not  aai4  that  the 
bill  grail  ted  any  other  rightp  to  the  corporntion, 
but  it  mauifeatly  does  in  the  second  section. 
If  it  does  noti  whfU<  need  of  legislation  at  nil? 

The  SPEAK£;H,  The  five  minute?  allowed 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [M^  Willakd] 
have  expired. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  1  yield  five  minutes  V>  my 
coUeagae  from  Maine,  [Mr-  Pfirfina.] 

Mr.  FlilT^iiS.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Spes,l(er, 
that  a  very  unnecessary  ei^citement  f^harc^- 
terizes  the  opposition  to  this  bill.  It  sitrikes 
me  as  a  very  harmless  thing,  and  oqiy  pf  inter- 
est to  the  persons  immediately  incorporated. 
The  persons  who  seek,  to  he  incorporated, 
desiring  to  make  the  bill  satisfactory  tp  the 
House,  in  the  first  place  aak  for  no  subsidy ; 
and  lest  the  question  might  arise  whether  they 
would  eyer  f^k  for  pne»  or  ever  enter  upon  an 
enterprise  not  ooming  within  the  fair  intent 
and  scope  of  the  billi  they  freely  v^dmitted 
the  clause  providing  that  the  bill  might  be 
amended,  filtered,  qr  repealed  tk\  f^qy  time  by 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  ^nd  dis- 
tinctly e^^cludiog  the  liability  of  the  United 
States  for  any  matter  or  thing  growing  ont  of 
the  passage  of  the  act. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
to  me  for  a  single  question  ? 

Mr.  FETEES.  I  yield  bo  the  gentleman 
for  a  question. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  I  desire  to  »sk  whether 
an  exclusive  privilege  is  not  |[iven  to  the  com- 
pany by  secbioD  two,  which  gives  it  power  to 
issue  notes,  bills,  &o.,  with  merely  the  restric- 
tion that  they  shall  not  be  circulated  ^a  oi^« 
rency  in  the  United  States? 

Mr.  PETEHS.  I  will  answer  the  gwtleman. 
This  bill  gives  to  an  association  of  gentlemen 
just  what  the  law  won  Id  give  to  those  gentle- 
men individually  without  this  act  of  incorpora- 
tion. I  will  tell  you  why  in  ^  onoment  Aay 
man  has  a  right  to  go  to  ilapan  and  engage  in 
commerce.  Any  man  h^  a  right  to  issue  his 
own  note.  These  parties  wfint  merely  from 
Congress  a  corporate  power ;  that  is,  that  they 
may  as  an  association  do  precisely  what  they 
can  do  as  individuals.  That  is  the  whole  scope, 
the  whole  intent  of  this  act  of  incorporation. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  ?ennsylv»ni4.  WiU 
the  gentleman  yield  to  me  for  a  question? 

Mr.  PETERS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND.ofPennsylyania.  Could 
not  these  parties  get  the  same  oofporate  power 
from  a  State? 

Mr.  PETERS.  They  can  get  the  same  cor- 
porate power  from  a  State,  but  i^n  incorpora- 
tion by  a  State  would  not  be  so  beneficial  to 
them,  and  I  will  tell  the  gentleman  why.  The 
English  have  already  usurped  the  businefs  of 
Japan  and  adjacent  ooontriee.  They  have  large, 
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extensive,  and  powerful  combinations  under 
the  powers  conferred  by  Parliament ;  and  the 
notion  has  arisen  there  that  there  is  some  sort 
of  a  character  and  responsibility  connected 
with  incorporated  companies  which  an  indi- 
vidoal  does  not  have.  That  is  the  reason  why 
this  act  of  incorporation  is  sought.  I  have 
some  information  on  the  subject  from  a  gen- 
tleman, in  whom  I  take  some  interest,  from 
the  State  of  Maine.  He  was  out  there  as  con- 
sul for  sixteen  years.  He  has  seen  what  has 
been  done  by  the  British  Government,  and  he 
has  seen  the  friendly  disposition  on  the  part 
of  the  Japanese  nation  to  allow  us  as  much 
commercial  intercourse  as  the  English  enjoy, 
and  perhaps  more.  And  since  coming  to 
this  country  he  has  interested  various  gentle- 
men of  capital  in  New  York,  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delphia, and  other  places  in  the  subject  of  ex- 
tending that  intercourse. 

It  is  in  no  respect  a  close  corporation.  If 
there  are  any  names  which  gentlemen  are 
desirous  of  putting  into  this  act  of  incorpora- 
tion, I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentleman  who 
has  charge  of  the  bill  would  freely  consent  to 
insert  any  such  names.  These  gentlemen  can 
command  an  amount  of  money  to  go  into 
these  enterprises  which  no  individual  can 
command.  The  question  then  is,  shall  this 
company,  this  association,  be  allowed  to  go 
and  trade  with  those  Asiatic  countries?  If 
you  withhold  this  act  of  incorporation  no  indi- 
vidual will  undertake  the  work. 

Mr.  HOAH.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  for  a  question  ? 

Mr.  PETEKS.     Certeinly. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  observe  that  this  bill,  by  its 
first  section,  authorizes  the  formation  of  a 
company  with  power  to  hold  real  and  personal 
estate,  and  to  deal  in  the  merchandise  and 
products  of  the  countries  and  nations  men- 
tioned. Now,  is  it  the  purpose  of  this  bill  to 
authorize  a  commercial  trading  company  to 
locate  itself  in  any  State  in  the  Union,  when 
the  laws  of  a  particular  State  do  not  allow 
such  a  corporation  ?  For  it  is  contrary  to  the 
policy  of  Massachusetts,  as  I  understand,  to 
incorporate  trading  companies. 

Mr.  PETERS.  This  is  very  much  of  the 
same  nature  as  all  acts  of  incorporation.  In- 
dividuals, as  a  general  thing,  may  do  what 
they  please.  An  individual  may  buy  real 
estate,  may  sell  it,  and  may  transact  commer- 
cial business  in  those  countries.  Well,  now, 
shall  we  deprive  a  number  of  individuals  of 
the  right  to  go  there  under  an  associated 
name,  so  as  to  give  them  character  and 
.  respectability? 

Mr.  HOAR.  Does  not  this  bill  give  them 
the  right  to  perpetual  1  fe  and  freedom  from 
ail  individual  responsibility  for  debt? 

Mr.  PETERS.  An  amendment  has  be^n 
offered  to  contmue  the  charter  for  only  thirty 
years. 

Mr.  SPEBR,  of  Pennsylvania.  There  is  no 
individual  responsibility. 

Mr.  PETERS.  There  is  no  individual  lia- 
bility. There  is  scarcely  a  State  in  the  Union 
which  holds  stockholders  in  corporations  to 
individual  responsibility. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  usual  objection  to 
an  act  of  incorporation  has  been,  although 
there  are  numerous  precedents  for  this  thing, 
that  you  are  giving  power  to  a  company  to 
operate  in  a  State,  and  that  it  is  against  State 
rights.  All  these  people  ask  in  the  world  is  a 
footing  for  an  office,  a  headquarters  where  they 
may  choose  their  directors.  Their  business  is 
not  in  any  State  or  through  the  States,  or  per- 
taining to  the  States,  but  in  the  most  distant 
waters.  They  merely  want  authority  to  estab- 
lish their  headquarters  in  New  York,  and  it  is 
no  interference  with  State  rights. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.     While  this 

company  could  sue  in  any  State,  they  could  not 

be  sued  in  any  State  excepting  the  one  in  which 

the  office  is  located. 

Mr.  PETERS.    That  depends  upon  the  laws 


of  the  diflPerent  States.  Now,  in  the  State  of 
Maine  foreign  corporations  can  be  sued,  such 
as  insurance  companies. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Upon  whom 
do  you  serve  process  in  such  a  case? 

Mr.  PETERS.  That  depends  upon  the 
statute  of  the  State. 

Mr.  FARNS WORTH.  Would  this  be  a  for- 
eign corporation  ? 

Mr.  PETERS.  It  is  not  a  foreign  corpora- 
tion. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Therefore  it  can 
only  be  sued  in  the  State  in  which  it  is  located. 

Mr.  PETERS.  An  amendment  to  cure  that 
evil  would  not  be  objectionable  to  the  parties. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  This  is  a  sort  of  an 
East  India  Company. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  No,  sir :  this  is  not  a  monop- 
oly, while  the  East  Inaia  Company  was  a 
monopoly. 

Mr.  PETERS.  We  have  refused  a  subsidy 
for  the  Japan  line.  Will  you  not  allow  these 
humble  individuals,  who  have  money  of  their 
own,  to  go  upon  their  individual  enterprise 
and  do  this  business? 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  for  an  amendment. 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri.  I  move  to 
insert  at  the  end  of  line  sixteen  **  nor  shall 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  payment  of  any  note,  bill,  or 
draft,  or  other  obligation  of  said  company, 
either  in  the  United  States  or  in  a  foreign 
country.** 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment,  and  will  accept  it. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  move  to 
amend  section  one  by  inserting  in  line  nine- 
teen, after  the  word  *' required,"  the  words 
**not  exceeding  in  value  $5,000,000.'' 

The  object  of  this  amendment  is  to  limit  the 
amount  of  real  estate  that  this  company  may 
hold. 

Mr.  BANES.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
I  object  to  the  gentleman  irom  Maine  [Mr. 
Ltnch]  accepting  amendments. 

The  SPEAKER.     He  cannot  accept  them. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  merely  meant  that  I  had 
no  objection  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BANKS.  There  ought  to  be  some 
amendment  which  will  absolve  the  United 
States  from  any  possible  liability  for  the  oper- 
ations or  contracts  of  this  corporation  in  for- 
eign countries. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Does  the 
gentleman  object  to  limiting  the  amount  of 
real  estate  that  this  company  may  hold? 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Ltnch]  has  no  right  to  accept 
amendments  to  a  bill  reported  by  a  committee. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  But  the 
amendments  are  pending  for  the  consideration 
of  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.    They  are. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  now  yield  five  minutes  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter.] 

Mr.  POTTER.  Mr.  Speaker,  during  my 
five  minutes  I  trust  I  may  be  heard  particu- 
larly by  my  colleagues  upon  the  other  side  of 
the  House;  and  first,  in  order  to  call  their 
attention  to  the  fact  that  here  is  a  proposition 
that  Congress  shall  create  a  corporation  with 
power  to  issue  any  bills  of  exchange,  promis- 
sory notes,  and  other  obligations  its  directors 
may  choose,  without,  I  think,  any  sufficient 
provision  to  prevent  their  circulation  as  money, 
an  act  which,  by  the  constitution  of  New  York, 
is  a  penal  offense,  whether  done  by  a  private 
person  or  by  a  corporation  not  authorized 
thereto  by  the  laws  of  that  State.  So  that  acts 
which  are  absolutely  forbidden  by  the  statutes 
of  the  State  of  New  York  it  is  by  this  bill 
proposed  that  this  company  shall  do  by  the 
authority  of  Congress. 

By  the  statutes  of  New  York,  part  one,  chap- 
ter twenty,  title  twenty,  which  I  hold  in  my 


hand,  it  is  declared  to  be  a  penal  offense  to 
carry  on  exactly  the  business  which,  by  the 
second  section  of  this  bill,  it  is  proposed,  as  I 
understand  it,  that  this  corporation  may  carry 
on  under  the  authority  of  Congress. 

And  secondly,  this  bill  proposes  an  aggre- 
gation of  persons  with  perpetual  succession  to 
carry  on  business  without  any  personal  lia- 
bility on  the  part  of  stockholders  whatever, 
in  violation  of  the  eighth  article  of  Ihe  consti- 
tution of  the  State  of  New  York,  wkich  fixes 
personal  responsibility  upon  every  corporator, 
and  yet,  in  face  of  this  constitutional  provision, 
the  corporators  proposed  by  the  Gill  come 
here  to  Congress  and  ask  us  to  give  them  a 
footing  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where  they 
can  perpetually  do  business  in  violation  of  the 
laws  of  that  State. 

Yet  more,  it  is  an  advantage,  a  privilege, 
which  we  are  asked  now  to  grant  by  this  bill. 
We  are  told  an  innocent  privilege.  I  do 
not  so  regard  it.  But  if  it  were  so,  I  beg  gen- 
tlemen to  consider  for  a  moment  what  will  be 
the  effect  of  ^oing  into  this  business  of  creat- 
ing here  private  corporations;  of  granting 
these  particular  franchises  and  establishing 
companies  with  special  privileges.  Will  it  not 
have  the  effect  of  collecting  about  Washington 
all  the  lobbies  and  corrupt  inUuences  wtiich 
have  heretofore  infested  the  cities  of  Harris- 
burg,  Albany,  Columbus,  and  the  other  State 
capitals  of  the  country  in  pursuit  of  special 
legislation?  Let  Congress,  sir,  enter  upon 
this  line  of  legislation,  and  it  will  necessarily 
center  round  the  national  capital  va^t  num- 
bers of  persons  seeking  to  corrupt  Congress, 
and  seeking  by  means  of  such  private  legisla- 
tion to  obtain  control  of  these  gifts  and  grants 
from  Congress  so  profitable  to  the  corpor- 
ators, so  demoralizing  to  the  country,  until, 
and  quickly  too,  a  condition  of  things  will  be 
produced  here  as  much  worse  than  that  which 
has  been  seen  in  the  various  State  capitals  as 
the  power  of  Congress  exceeds  the  power  of 
any  State  Legislature. 

I  have  no  time  now  to  say  anything  further 
in  regard  to  the  details  of  this  bill,  uor  will  I 
say  anything  now  in  regard  of  the  fact  that 
the  Constitution  never  intended  that  Congress 
should  charter  corporations  to  carnr  on  busi- 
ness within  the  States.  But  I  would  again  call 
attention  to  the  one  most  flagrant  fact,  that 
it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  incorporate  a  set 
of  individuals  and  give  them  perpetual  life 
and  succession  to  do  that  in  the  city  of  New 
York  which  is  in  flagrant  violation  of  the  set- 
tled laws  of  that  State.  Now,  if  we  can  do 
that,  and  do  do  it,  the  result  will  be  that  we 
will  be  soon  surrounded  by  all  the  cormorants 
and  sharks  of  the  country  seeking  to  obtain 
by  private  legislation  permissions  and  privi- 
leges which  would  never  be  granted  them  by 
their  States,  and  which  are  alike  against  State 
laws  and  the  wisest  public 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  LYNCH.  1  now  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Neoley,]  to  offer  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  move  to  amend  the  last 
section  of  this  bill  by  striking  out  the  words 
"cityof  New  York." 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  object  to  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  now  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  for  two  minutes. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  say  but  a  word  or 
two.  My  friend  from  New  York,  my  cultured 
and  elegant  colleague,  [Mr.  Potter,]  wbohaji 
just  spoken  so  handsomely  and  forcibly,  is 
not  exactly  the  gentleman  to  make  a  point  on 
this  bill,  for  the  simple  reason  that  on  yester- 
day be  voted  to  give  a  corporation,  not  created 
by  Congress  it  is  true,  all  the  prestige  of  the 
Government,  including  a  million  of  money. 
So  my  friend  is  not  the  person  to  make  a  poi  tit 
on  this  bill. 

Mr,  POTTER.  It  was  a  corporation  created, 
by  the  State  of  New  York,  and  my  vote  was  to 
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help  them  to  do  exactly  that  whieh  the  State 
of  New  York  created  them  to  do.  What  like- 
ness is  there  between  each  a  measure  as  that 
and  a  bill  to  create  a  corporation  to  yiolate 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  7 

Mr.  COX.  M^  friend  mast  not  get  indigo 
nant.  He  looks  indignant,  bat  he  should  not 
be,  for  the  simple  reason  that  this  is  simply  a 
bill  particularly  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
trade.  I  think  I  can  understand  a  little  what 
the  opposition  to  this  bill  may  mean  on  the 
part  of  some.  If  it  shall  pass,  this  company 
may  come  in  collision  and  competition  with 
the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company.  I  am 
not  prepared  to  say  about  that.  All  I  am  pre- 
pared to  say  is  what  I  said  yesterday. 

Mr.  POTTER.  If  so,  I  will  not  object  to 
the  gentleman  Yoting  a  subsidy  to  it  when- 
evi:r  it  shall  become  for  the  public  interest  to 
increase  its  service. 

Mr.  COX.     I  do  not  vote  for  any  subsidy. 

Mr.  POTTEa.  No,  not  even  when  it  is  to 
further  the  public  interest  especially. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  not  vote  for  anything  that 
will  impede  or  interfere  with  commerce  be- 
tween tiie  States,  with  the  interests  of  thepeo- 
pie  or  the  Trcasuiy  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  for  free  trade.     I  am  for  having  our  people 

fo  out  to  all  the  world  to  carry  on  commerce, 
do  not  object  to  corporations  per  se.  My 
colleague  [Mr.  PotterJ  has  voted  and  .votes 
again  for  corporations. 

Mr.  POn  £R.  Have  I  voted  to  create  one 
by  Congress?    No»  never  one. 

Mr.  COX.  Congress  itself  is  a  corporation 
in  one  sense ;  it  is  a  combination  of  people. 
The  United  States  Government  is  a  corpora- 
tion nnder  the  Constitution.  We  are  all  cor- 
porate— some  of  us  corpus  ddicii  on  some 
questions.  I  wish  to  say  to  my  colleague  that 
no  case  where  we  could  assist  foreign  com- 
merce was  ever  so  plain,  so  clearly  devoid  of 
all  irregularity  ana  all  consrituiiona^  objec- 
tion, as  this.  The  trouble  with  some  of  my 
Democratic  friends  in  this  House  is  not  that 
they  vote  millions  of  dollars  out  of  the 
Treasury,  for  we  only  had  about  a  dozen  to 
do  that  yesterday,  but  because  in  driving  their 
stfict  construction  of  the  Constitution  so  hard 
and  so  fast,  and  on  inopportune  occasions,  they 
lose  the  true  emphasis  that  belongs  to  the 
Democratic  doctrine. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  yield  to  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Peters.] 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Maine,  [Mr.  Lynch,] 
according  to  the  practice  of  the  House,  has 
the  right  to  yield  to  other  members,  but  he  has 
not  the  Tififxi  to  yield  to  any  member  to  speak 
twice  during  his  hour.  The  rules  of  the  House 
preclude  a  member  from  speaking  twice  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  House.  I  raise  that 
point. 

Mr.  PETERS.  That  is  brand-new  doctrine. 
[Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  having 
the  right  to  yield,  has  the  right  to  yield  all  his 
time,  if  he  chooses,  to  another  member. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Unquestionably  he  has ;  but 
when  parceling  out  the  floor  in  this  way,  he 
has  not  therigUt,  under  the  rules  of  the  House, 
to  yield  to  one  member  two  or  three  times  to 
speak  in  his  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  matterwithin  the 
discretion  of  the  member  yielding,  not  of  the 
Chair,  as  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
must  see. 

Mr.  BANKS.  If  the  Chair  makes  it  a  mat- 
ter of  discretion,  I  have  nothing  to  say. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  desire 
to  be  misunderstood.  The  practice  of  *^  farm- 
iog  out*'  the  floor,  as  it  is  termed,  is  well  es- 
tablished. A  gentleman  haying  the  right  to 
the  floor  for  an  hour  may  yield  it  absolutely 
according  to  his  own  discretion. 

Mr.  PETERS.  That  has  been  stated  from 
the  chair  a  thousand  times  since  I  have  been 
io  Congress.  [Laughter/|  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
£^tleman   from  New  York   [Mr.  Potter] 


makes  the  objection  that  the  stockholders  of 
this  company  should  be  personally  liable ;  and 
I  understand  him  to  assert  that  that  is  the 
statute  requirement  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
if  it  is,  I  think  that  only  two  or  three  States 
of  the  Union  still  retain  upon  their  statute- 
books  such  a  provision. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Is  that  a  reason  why  Con- 
gress should  override  it  in  the  States  retain- 
ing it? 

Mr.  PETERS.  It  shows  that  the  State  of 
New  York  in  this  respect,  as  in  some  others, 
is  behind  the  age  in  its  civilization  and  its 
law.  I  wish  to  say  that  so  many  amendments 
are  proposed  to  this  bill,  that  I  hope  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Ltvoh]  will  have  it  recommitted. 

Ilr.  Banks.  I  desire  the  privilege  of  offer* 
ing  an  amendment,  to  which,  I  am  sure,  no  one 
will  object. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  for 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  word  *'  only,*'  in  the  fourth  line 
of  the  third  section,  the  following: 

And  books  shall  be  opened  for  pnblio  subsorlpUon 
to  said  stock,  and  the  stookholdeis  shall  be  person- 
ally liable  for  all  debts  of  such  corporation. 

This  embodies  in  (he  bill  the  very  propo- 
sition which  the  gentleman  from  Maine  has 
suggested. 

Mr.  PETERS.  That  is  notthe  law  of  Massa- 
chusetts to-day. 

Mr.  BANKS.  The  amendment  simply  pro- 
vides that  the  corporation  created  nnder  this 
bill  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  obligations 
that  would  rest  upon  individuals.  It  is  proper 
the  bill  should  be  put  in  this  form.  Massa- 
chusetts never  charters  a  company,  except  to 
do  business  over  which  it  has  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  PETERS.  It  charters  companies  to  do 
business  in  Maine. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Not  at  all.  Let  me  say  that 
every  State  has  a  right  to  exclude  from  its 
borders  agents  of  a  corporation  created  by 
another  State,  or  to  subject  a  foreign  corpora- 
tion doing  business  within  its  borders  to  tax- 
ation or  any  other  burdens  which  it  may  choose 
to  impose.  This  is  a  proposition  to  create  a 
corporation  to  do  business  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  pro- 
hibiting it  at  the  same  time  from  doin^  business 
in  the  United  States.  It  is  a  proposition  to  cre- 
ate a  corporation  to  issue  bonds  and  all  sorts 
of  promissory  notes  which  are  to  be  circulated 
as  currency  in  foreign  conntries,  and  for  which 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  will  be 
responsible,  but  prohibiting  it  at  the  same  time 
from  being  circulated  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  will  now  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoar]  for 
the  purpose  of  offering  an  amendment;  but 
before  aoing  so,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  feel  no 
particular  interest  in  this  bill.    I  merely  re- 

forted  it  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
considered  it  a  harmless  bill,  and  am  very 
much  surprised  at  the  discussion  elicited  here. 
It  went  through  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
with  but  one  single  objection  on  the  part  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holmak,] 
who  has  constitutional  objections  to  all  of 
these  corporations,  but  who  has  no  particular 
objection  otherwise  to  this  bill.  Inasmuch  as 
the  bill  has  caused  so  much  discussion,  I  wish 
to  ask  that  it  shall  be  recommitted  with  the 
pending  amendments  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  ElERR.  When  in  order  I  wish  to  move 
that  the  bill  and  pending  amendments  shall 
be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  move  to  add  to  the  first 
section  of  the  bill  the  following  proviso : 

Provided,  That  no  business  shall  be  carried  on  hy 
said  corporation  in  any  State,  io  violation  of  the 
laws  thereof,  or  which  like  corporations  are  not 
authorised  by  the  laws  of  any  State  to  do  therein. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  now  move  that  the  bill  and 
pending  amendments  be  laid  upon  the  table. 


Mr.  LYNCH.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
withdraw  that  motion,  and  let  the  bill  and 
pending  amendments  be  recommitted. 

Mr.  KERR.     No ;  I  insist  on  my  motion. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
one  hundred  and  five,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  bill  and  pending  amendments  were 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  KERR  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  and  pending  amendments  were 
laid  on  the  table ;  and  also  moved  that  the 
motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MAIL  STBAMSQIP  SERTICK  WITH  MEXICO. 

Mr.  SHELDON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  back  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
66)  authorizing  mail  steamship  service  in 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico  between  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  certain  ports  in  the 
republic  of  M'exico,  with  amendments,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order 
on  that  bill,  that  it  provides  for  paying  money 
out  of  the  Treasury,  fixing  the  maximum  at 
$100,000. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  It  does  not  appropriate 
money  out  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  It  provides  that  money 
shall  be  paid  for  this  mail  steamship  service, 
and  it  provides  that  it  shall  not  be  in  excess 
of  a  certain  amount. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  beg  the  gentleman's 
pardon ;  but  the  bill  does  not  appropriate  any 
money  at  all. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  listened  to  the  reading 
of  the  bill,  and  such  is  my  impression.  1 
make  the  point  of  order,  and  refer  to  the  fourth 
section,  where  it  is  provided  that  the  amount 
shall  not  exceed  $100,000  per  annum  for  ten 
years. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  It  appropriates  no  money 
whatever. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  According  to  my  col- 
league, then,  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds  could  report  no  bills  appro- 
priating money. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  And  I  hope  they  nercr 
will  unless  they  arc  appropriate  and  just. 

The  SPEAKER.  On  what  sections  does 
the  gentleman  make  his  point  of  order? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  On  the  third  and  fourth 
sections 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  those 
sections  of  the  bill  again. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

Sxc.  3.  That  the  Postmaster  General  and  the  other 
named  parties  to  this  contract  be,  and  are  hereby, 
authorised  to  make  such  changes,  adding  to  or  leav- 
ing out  such  Mexican  ports  as  the  interest  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  and  the  general  iutcrcotme 
of  the  two  countries  may  require :  Provided  further. 
That  the  Postmaster  General  be,  and  is  hereby,  aa- 
thftriied  to  pay  to  the  contractors  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  the  first  eighteen  calendar  months  lor 
any  suitable  vessel  or  vessels  as  may  be  placed  as 
pioneers  on  the  above  route  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  contract  service  herein  provided  for. 

Bro.  4.  That  the  said  contract  shall  be  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  shall  not  involve  upon 
the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  an 
expenditure  exceeding  $100,000  per  annum. 

The  SPEAKER.  How  is  the  Postmaster 
General  to  pay  this  money? 

Mr.  SHELDON.  It  is  a  law  authorizing 
him  to  make  a  contract,  and  it  depends  entirely 
on  future  legislation  for  the  appropriation  of 
the  money  to  enable  him  to  comply  with  the 
terms  of  that  contract. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  It  provides  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money,  and  states  that  the  maximum 
amount  shall  not  exceed  $100,000.  If  that 
be  not  an  appropriation,  I  do  not  know  what 
an  appropriation  is. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  point  of  pariiament- 
ary  law  is  this:  that  all  bills  appropriating 
money  or  levying  taxes  shall  have  their  first 
consideration  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
*A  bill  which  appropriates  money  is  that  which 
by  its  own  force,  by  the  force  of  its  own  pro- 
visions, shall  take  money  out  of  the  Treasure. 
The  Chair  cannot  doubt,  if  that  bill  should 
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become  a  lawj  that  the  Postmaster  General 
oan,  in  virtue  of  its  provisiona,  pay  a  aum  not 
exceeding  $100,000  a  year  to  the  Bteamahip 
company.  That  being  the  case,  the  Chair 
wopfd  be  bound  to  sustain  the  point  of  order, 
that  the  bill  oaght  to  haye  its  lirst  disoassion 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Does  it  go  then  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar? 

The  SPQAEKR.  It  does  not,  being  a 
publio  bill. 

Mr.  FARN8WQATH.  It  goes*  ^  where  the 
woodbine  twineth-"     [Laughter.] 

Bysmsaa  on  THg  speakieh'^  ta9i<s. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  morning  hour  having 
expired,  I  move  that  the  House  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HANNAH  OI^AY. 

The  first  business  on  the  Speaker's  table  was 
the  bill  (H.  Rt  No.  89^)  granting  a  pension 
to  Hannah  Gray,  with  an  amendment  by  the 
Senate. 

The  amendment  was  as  follows ; 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  eavMir^"  in  Una 
six.  to  the  end  of  the  billi  namely,  the  words  **  and 
to  pay  to  her  a  pension  from  the  11th  day  of  May, 
1864,  during  her  widowhood,"  and  inaert  these  words: 
**  Ad4  the  u^qther  of  three  chijdron  under  sixtew 
years  of  age.  dependent  on  he^*  for  support.** 

The  amendment  was  eoncurred  in. 

Mr«  MOOIiJS  moved  Xo  reeon^ider  the  vote 
by  which  the  amendment  was  CQnonrred  in ) 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  ta^ 

GHIOAOO  yiRB. 

The  next  business  on  the  Speaker's  table 
was  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  555)  for  the  relief  of 
sufferers  by  fire  at  Chicago,  with  an  amend- 
ment by  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  was  read  as  follows : 

Strike  out  all  after  th9  enacting  clause,  and 
insert  the  following : 

That  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchapdlse  whloh  may 
he  seqt  froin  plaeea  without  the  limits  of  the  Upited 
States  as  gratuitous  contributions  to  the  relief  of 
sufferers  by  the  fire  which  occurred  at  Chicago,  Xui- 
nois,  Ootoher  7,  ft,  and  9, 1871,  shall,  when  imported 
and  consigned  to  the  nroper  authority  at  Chicago  for 
distribution,  be  aumilted  free  of  duty. 

Sbo.  2  That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  prescrihoi  on  a))  materials  imported  to  be  and 
actually  used  in  buildings  oreoted  on  the  site  of 
buildings  burned  by  said  ftre,  a  drawoack  of  the 
import  duties  paid  on  the  same:  Jprooided^  That  said 
materials  shall  have  haau  imported  Oind  used  during 
the  term  of  one  year  from  aod  after  tho  passage  ol 
this  act. 

Ssp.3.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue 
is  hereby  authorised  to  suspend  tbo  collection  of 
such  taxes  as  may  have  been  i^essed,  or  as  may  have 
accrued,  prior  to  the  9th  of  October^  1871,  in  the  first 
collection  district  in  the  State  o4'IIUDois,  against  any 
person  residing  or  doing  business  and  owning  prop- 
erty in  that  portion  of  iho  city  of  Chicago  recently 
de8troye4  by  fire,  ai^d  who*  in  the  opinion  of  said 
Comi|f\iasiooer,hi\s  suffered  material  loss  by  sucu^re : 
ProvxdetL  That  suoh  suspension  shall  not  ho  con- 
tinued ^9K  the  c^ose  pf  the  next  regular  iieasion  of 
Congress. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  that  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  Wonld  it  be  in 
order  to  move  that  the  bill  and  the  Senate 
amendment  he  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means?  I  think  the  bill  as  amended 
ought  to  be  printed,  thai  we  may  have  time  to 
consider  it  before  we  are  aaked  finally  to  pass 
upon  it. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  will  explain  the  nature  of 
the  amendment*  There  is  no  substantial  dif* 
ference  between  this  bill  and  the  bill  which 
passed  the  House,  with  the  exeeption  of  an 
unimportant  section  added  to  it,  the  effect  of 
which  is  to  authoriae  the  Commissioner  of 
Internal  Revenue  to  relieve  from  the  payment 
of  internal  tax  certain  parties  who  have  suffered 
by  this  fire,  it  is  an  unimportant  provision. 
The  other  changes  are  simply  of  phraseology 
to  carry  oat  more  effectually  the  object  of  the 
bill,  and  to  make  the  one  year  specified  in  the 


bill,  within  which  the  makeriala  may  be  im< 
ported  and  used,  one  year  fVom  the  passage  of 
the  act,  instead  of  one  year  from  the  day  of  the 
fire.  In  all  other  respects  the  bill  is  the  bill 
as  it  passed  the  House- 

Mr.  L.  MYERS,  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  whether 
this  biU  heul  any  disonssion  when  It  passed 
throngh  the  House  ?  I  would  also  ask  him 
whether  he  thinks  that  from  the  mere  reading 
of  the  Senate  substitute  at  the  ClerkU  desk  we 
can  ftilly  nnderstand  what  its  provisions  are? 

Mr.  DAWES.  When  the  hill  was  befbre 
the  House  there  was  all  the  opportunity  ibr 
discussion  which  any  gentleman  desired. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  It  is  well  known  that  bills 
are  sometimes  passed  in  this  House  without 
much  notice,  except  by  a  small  portion  of  the 
members. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  yiel4  a  moment  to  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Conoba.] 

Mr.  CONGER.  This  bill  has  been  for  some 
time  under  discussion  in  the  Senate.  It  has 
received  the  consideration  of  that  body  on 
several  different  days.  -This  bill  nassed  the 
House,  I  venture>to  say,  without  the  Kpowledge 
of  ten  members  of  the  House  as  to  its  objects 
or  as  to  its  efieols. 

Now,  I  desire  that  this  bill  shall  receive  the 
consideration  of  the  House,  because  it  is  a 
measure  which  affects  very  vitally  the  interests 
of  the  people  of  several  States  in  this  Union, 
and  in  my  humble  judgment  affects  them  very 
iignrionsly — ^such  States  aa  Michigan,  Ohio, 
and  Pennsylvania — in  their  manufacturing  in- 
terests; and  affects  the  people,  the  laboring 
people  of  those  States  more  iujurionsly  than 
It  can  possibly  benefit  the  city  of  Chicago. 
Now,  sir,  those  who  are  complaining  against 
this  measure,  and  who  seem  to  be  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  relief  of  the  city  of  Chicago,  desire 
that  this  bill  shall  be  set  down  for  some  day 
when  there  may  be  a  frank  and  full  discussion 
of  the  merits  of  the  bill,  and  when  those  op^* 
posed  to  it  may  have  the  opportunity  of  call- 
ing the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  House 
to  the  injurious  oon sequences  which  will  fol- 
low to  the  people  of  several  States  if  the  bill 
is  passed  without  modification.  I  had  sup- 
posed, a<nd  my  colleagues  had  supposed,  that 
thia  bill  would  not  be  called  up  to-day,  or  until 
next  week.  Several  gentlemen  are  absent 
who  wish  to  speak  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill. 
Now,  sir,  this  bill  will  not  suffer  by  discossion. 
If  it  ia  right  to  pass  the  bill,  if  an  examina- 
tion of  its  bearings  and  effect  will  ooavinee 
gentlemen  of  the  House  that  it  is  pr<qMr  to 
pass  the  bill  without  modification  or  amend- 
ment, upon  consultation,  then  it  will  be  passed. 
If  it  is  a  proper  bill,  if  it  is  a  good  bill,  then 
the  friends  of  the  measure  oognt  not  to  avoid 
discussion  and  the  opportunity  for  ameadment 
in  this  House. 

Sir,  1  am  instrncted  by  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Michigan,  as  my  ooneagues  are 
all  instructed  by  the  solemn  act  of  that  Legis- 
lature, to  oppose  the  passage  of  this  bill  in  its 
present  form.  The  assertion  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Michigan,  now  in  session,  is  that  this 
measure  would  not  only  be  injurious  to  the 
lumbermen  of  Michigan  and  the  laboring  peo* 

{>le  of  Michigan,  but  that  it  woald  be  abao^ 
otely  ruinous  to  many  of  our  interests  and  to 
many  of  oar  people. 

Sir,  I  will  not  eater  now,  hoping;  that  this 
measure  shall  receive  the  attention  of  the 
House  at  a  time  when  we  can  discuss  it  more 
fully,  into  a  general  discussion  of  this  subjeet, 
but  I  do  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  are  not  committed  to 
this  bill,  who  are  indifferent  as  between  those 
who  are  in  favor  of  it  and  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  it,  to  two  or  throe  facta  while  \  have 
the  floor.  In  the  St^tc  of  Micliii^an  there  are 
two  or  three  regions  of  the  State  where  at  the 
same  time  that  the  lire  wa.s  sweeping  out  of 
existence  a  large  part  of  the  city  of  Chicago, 
other  fires  were  sweeping  over  the  State  of 
Michigan,  and  were  burning  down  the  houses 


and  the  barns  and  the  fences  and  all  the  im- 
provements of  our  people  over  a  region  of 
country  sixty-seven  miles  long  and  on  an  aver- 
age thirty  miles  wide,  leaving  ont  of  three 
thousand  dwelling-hoqses  in  that  district  only 
one  hundred  and  seventeen. 

Sip,  I  myself,  when  that  fire  was  raging, 
was  a  member  of  the  relief  committee  of  the 
dty  of  Port  Huron,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  Gov- 
ernment revenue  steamer,  whieh  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  kindly  gave  to  ua  to  eanj  pro- 
visions to  these  suffering  people  on  the  coast 
of  Lake  Huron  and  Saginaw  bay,  I  spent  four 
weeks  in  carrying  provisions  to  these  people 
and  in  searching  out  the  bnrned-out,  wounded, 
and  starving  people  of  Michigau  And  taking 
relief  to  them.  Over  three  thousand  peoi>le 
in  my  district  and  over  the  line  of  that  district 
were  driven  fVom  home  by  the  devouring 
flames,  and  were  left  on  God's  fbotatool  with- 
out clothing  or  fbod  or  housee  or  provisions, 
without  anything  but  the  naked  soil.  Their 
homes  were  burned  and  desolated  hj  the  rav- 
ages of  this  fire,  which  extended  stxty-seven 
miles  in  one  direction  ai;id  thirty  or  forty  in 
the  other,  leaving  no  part  of  it  where  a  bam, 
a  house,  and  other  proper^  waq  not  absolutely 
consumed. 

Sir,  throughout  that  region  a  large  portion 
of  the  pine  lands  are  along  the  streams.  That 
pine  was  also  burned,  an<r in  order  to  make  it 
of  any  value  it  is  necessarv,  as  Qvery  lumber- 
man knows,  afler  the  fire  has  inn  through  the 
woods  and  destroyed  and  killed  the  trees,  that 
that  pine  should  be  cut  the  first  yearthereafler, 
else  it  heeomes  worthless.,  And  I  say  to  gen- 
tleman here  that  in  order  to  save  millions  of 
dollars'  worth  of  even  that  which  was  left  by 
the  fire,  it  became  necessary  that  those  who 
owned  the  land  should  put  upon  it  a  force 
sufficient  to  get  it  out  of  this  ruin,  this  dSbriSj 
and  into  the  streams  this  winter ;  and  it  was 
also  necessary  that  this  should  be  done  in  order 
to  give  employment  to  these  poor,  starving, 
desolate  people  who  live  in  these  pine  regions, 
and  who  were  employed  b^  the  Inmbermea 
before,  and  but  fbr  the  fire  would  have  again 
been  employed.  The  people  of  my  region  inter- 
ested in  this  lumber  have  been  compelled,  at 
an  unusual  expense,  at  double  cost,  m  order  to 
preserve  this  property  and  to  furnish  work  for 
the  three  thousand  men  who  dwell  in  that 
region,  to  have  this  timber  cut  and  got  out 
this  winter. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Dawbs]  smilingly  says  that  it  is  not  necessary 
fbr  me  to  speak  of  the  wrongs  and  injuries 
done  to  my  people  in  a  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  this  question. 

Mr.  DAWE8.     I  must  resume  the  floor. 

Mr.  CONGER.  If  the  gentleman  willyield 
to  me  for  a  moment  longer  I  will  make  the  con- 
nection between  my  remarks  and  this  Chicago 
relief. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Wait  a  moment ;  the  gentle- 
man's  fears  mislead  him  as  to  my  meaning. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  par- 
don, then. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  have  said  nothing,  aa  I 
have  certainly  felt  nothing,  that  should  cause 
the  gentleman  to  say  what  he  did. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Then  I  beg  the  pardon  of 
the  gentleman. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  made  a  remark  whieh  I 
now  address  to  the  Speaker  in  the  hearing  of 
the  gentleman,  that  it  did  not  appear  to  me  that 
there  was  any  lack  of  ability  to  enter  now  upon 
a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  case.  I  ssid 
so  because  the  gentleman  fVom*  Michigan 
[Mr.  Conobr]  had  already  gone  so  thoroughly 
into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  bill. 
For  that  reason  I  was  lead  to  make  the  remark 
that  I  did  not  think  there  was  any  lack  of 
ability  to  enter  now  into  a  discuBsion  of  ihe 
merits  of  this  measure.  I  say  that  because, 
while  I  have  not  a  particle  of  choice  between 
now  and  any  other  time  for  the  ooosideratiou 
of  this  bill,  I  have  called  it  up  at  this  time  with- 
out any  intention  of  depriving  anybody  of 
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Speaking  upon  the  merits  of  it  by  calling  the 
preTions  qneatton  ot  anything  of  that  kindi  I 
propose,  when  this  bill  is  Called  up  fat  coh- 
sideration)  that  its  metits  shall  be  eoiisideredi 
I  see  no  reason  #hy  dnr  friends  who  aile 
opposed  to  it  ehotild  not  enter  upon  a  disens- 
sioQ  of  ita  merits  at  this  time  as  well  as  any 
other  time..  Certainly)  everythihg  the  gehtle- 
man  fVem  Michigan  [Mr^  Gono^r]  has  sdid 
to-day  shows  that  he  is  able  to  enter  liow  upon 
a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  GONGfiR.  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
to  me  a  few  minutes  longer? 

Mr.  DAWB8.    Verjr  welU 

Mi^.  MA.YN  ABD;  .  I  desire  to  ask  the  gt^ntle- 
man  from  Miehlgati  [Mr.  Conqbb]  if  this  bill 
was  eo  amended  as  to  exclude  lumoer  from  its 
operations  would  it  be  acceptable  to  him  and 
others  f 

Mr.  CONQSR.  That  would  reliete  itfi'oih 
that  feattti*e  motft  objeclionable  to  my  State 
and  the  people  I  representi 

Mn  MAYNARDi  Then  I  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  to  aldVe  that  ameudment,  so  that 
we  may  have  the  matter  before  tls. 

Mr.  CONQBA.  But,  Mr<  Bpeakei',  one 
Word  more.  I  have  Said  that  I  do  not  Wish 
to  enter  into  the  disenselon  of  this  bill  at  the 
present  time )  bat  I  do  wish  (and  that  is  my 
sole  ol^jeet  now)  to  Say  enough  to  show  that 
the  bill  affeete  the  interests  of  the  people  of 
Michigan^  and  that  its  passage  would  ojperate 
injuriously  updu  a  large  humber  of  Our  pen* 
pie.  Hence,  it  has  become  necessary  for  me 
to  state  to  some  eatent  our  kltUhtiori  in  order 
to  aWakeU  the  attention  at  the  House  that 
we  may  have  an  bpportunit^  more  fully  to 
discuss  this  bill  hereafter. 

As  I  have  already  suagefetddi  there  is  much 
of  this  injured  pine  timber  in  Miehi^u^  Wis- 
consin, and  Minnesota)  fbr  it  was  not  Ghi- 
cago  alone  that  suffered  by  fire  \  fif  efc  extebded 
through  the  States  I  hare  namedi  It  has  been 
necessarjr,  therefore)  to  put  upon  the  market 
this  year  an  unusual  quantity  of  pine  timber, 
both  in  order  to  save  it  and  to  fuiuish  employ- 
ment to  hundreds  and  thousauds  ef  lumbei'- 
men  in  the  piue  woods  who  would  otherwise 
be  compcilea  to  siartre  or  be  depefadedt  upeh 
charity. 

I  have  entered  upon  this  suliyeet  sufficiently 
to  show  why  the  admission  of  Canadian  lum- 
ber, duty  free,  into  the  markets  of  the  United 
States  must  necessarily  in  the  present  oVer- 
stocked  oonditiod  of  the  Ihmbet*  market^  pro- 
duce riiia  to  tbe  men  who  kte  ehgageti  iu 
immediate  bompetition  with  Canadian  lumber- 
men, and  who  are  now  gettibg  Out  their  lum- 
ber under  great  disadTantsges  and  at  largely 
increased  expeUse. 

Mr.  Speattef,  the  resson  why  we  are  net 
prepared  noW  to  take  ap  this  subjeet^  the 
reason  why  I  do  not  Wish  to  disouse  it  at 
presenti  is  that  we  did  not  expect  this  bill  lO 
oe  taken  up  until  next  weeki  There  has  foeeti 
no  consultation  about  it)  the  documents 
which  I  wish  to  la^  before  the  House)  the  reAo- 
Intions  of  our  Le^slaturS)  the  figures^  dbei  i  re- 
lating to  this  subject)  and  which  I  demand  the 
right  to  present  here  and  to  haVe  considered, 
are  not  How  at  haildi  Therefore  I  am  not 
prepared  to  discuss  the  ^destioU  toowi 

SeTcral  MaitBBRSt    Fix  a  day* 

Mr.  CONGBR.  I  move  that  this  bill  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
witJi  the  right  to  report  it  at  any  time  after  one 
week»  This  proposition  will  give  us  the  time 
to  which  we  are  entitled. 

The  SPBAKBR.  'The  latter  part  of  the 
getitlemaU^s  motion,  proposing  to  gife  the 
committee  power  to  report  at  any  time)  can 
only  be  entertained  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  GONGfiR^  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  my  proposition. 

Mr*  DAWES.  I  suggest  to  the  eentleman 
to  fix  next  Monday  or  Tuesday  for  the  codsid- 
eration  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  desire  to  say  a 
«ord  or  two  upon  this  bill  4t  theprtsenitimf. 


The  SPBAKBR.  The  gentlehiati  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mn  DaWbs]  is  holding  the  floon 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  yield  five  minutes  to  the 
gentlemah  from  Iliidois,  [Mr.  FarIiswobth.] 

Mr.  FARNSWORTHi  ibis  bill  Was  passed 
by  this  House  some  time  ago.  It  has  been 
rery  thoroughly  discussed  in  the  Senate  on 
three  differeht  occasions  i  first.  When  the  bill 
Was  originalljf  passed  |  agaib,  en  a  motion  to 
retHDhsider  tbali  TOte )  and  again^  Within  the  last 
two  or  thred  days  dpod  the  final  ooasideration 
of  the  bill  in  tkat  bodyi 

The  bill  presddts  bat  a  single  poidt )  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  no  gentlemdn  can  with  pro- 
priety sa^  that  he  rdquire^  time  to  prepare  him- 
self to  disbuss  thiit  pointi  The  measure  pre- 
sents simply  the  question  whether  the  people 
ib  the  city  of  Chicago  who  have  haa  their 
buildings  destroyed  by  tire  shall  be  allowed 
a  dran^baCk  to  the  extent  of  the  duly  upob 
imported  materials  which  may  be  actually  used 
in  the  reconstruction  of  those  ouildibgs  ?  Thdt 
is  the  whole  question. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  1  Wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  one  question  al  this  point)  whether 
the  bill  does  not  apply  to  a  gbeat  many  articles 
which  cannot  by  any  means  be  construed  to  be 
brtieles  of  becessity,  but  which  are  in  faet 
articles  of  luxury)  abd  Whether  it  does  not  in 
its  operation  apply  to  men  who  have  not  been 
suflfbrersj  but  perhaps  gainers  by  the  firef 

Mn  FARNSWORTH.  Mr.  Speaker,  the 
bill  applies  in  its  terms  to  the  reconstruction 
of  buildings  upon  lots  which  Were  burned 
OTSr*  if  a  man  has  sold  his  lot  since  the  fire, 
the  mab  who  rebuilds  upon  that  lot  may  have 
the  benefit  of  this  pborisioui  It  is  impossible 
to  maJte  a  laW  without  some  ini^idental  bene- 
fits; That  is  all  there  is  of  it)  Mr.  SpesLker. 
NoW)  does  it  requite  time  for  my  fViend  from 
Missouri  [Mn  Cihxblnbobo]  to  prepare  him- 
self to  discuss  that  question?  He  asked  me  a 
question  which  goes  to  the  merits  of  this  bill. 

Tiie  people  of  Chicago ,  as  sprio|f  approaches, 
as  it  is  upon  them,  as  the  frost  is  coming  out 
of  the  groundf  are  desirous  of  making  exten- 
sWe  preparations  for  rebuilding  the  burdt  por- 
tion of  that  citjf.  They  want  to  know)  and  it 
is  of  the  utmost  importance  for  them  to  know, 
whether  they  ate  to  haye  the  benefits  of  this 
bill  or  noL  They  want  to  know  it  id  time. 
Laborers  are  waitihg  by  thousands  id  that  oity 
for  employment;  btnlaers  are  standihg  wait- 
ing ;  architects,  too,  with  their  plans  prepared, 
are  waiting)  all  waiting  to  know  what  they 
ma^  de^iebd  Upon* 

This  Simply  proTideS  that  the  man  Who  has 
once  paid  duties  en  materials  whieh  Went  into 
the  doust^uctioa  of  his  buildibg,  and  which 
building  was  consumed  by  fire,  shall  bot  be 
required  to  pay  the  SamS  thing  over  again. 
That  is  all  there  is  of  it,  thst  be  shkll  not  be 
taxed  over  again  by  reason  of  the  calamity 
which  visited  \\\m  in  the  great  fire  in  the  city 
of  Qhicagoi     That,  sir)  is  all  there  is  of  iL 

My  friend  from  Michigan  [Mr.  CoNOsa] 
represents  a  lumbei!  district)  and  his  people 
are  interested  iu  lumber.  I  know  that  the 
people  of  Wisdonsin  and  of  Michigan  suffered 
by  nre  last  yeat»    I  will  go  Ss  far  its  he  who 

goes  farthest  to  ameliorate  their  condition, 
ut  I  will  not  ask  thM  my  people  shall  speou- 
late  on  their  calamities,  and  it  is  not  fair  for 
the  gentleman  tO  ask  that  his  people  shall 
speculate  upon  the  losses  by  fire)  of  the  people 
of  Chicago.  Had  there  been  nO  fire  in  Chi- 
oaco  the  lumbermen  of  Michigan  could  not 
sell  this  lumber  to  the  people  ofthe  burnt  die- 
trlct,  and  they  could  not  have  the  benefit  of  it. 
There  having  been  a  firo)  they  ought  bot  ta  be 
so  clamorous,  it  seems  to  mC)  for  the  right  to 
resell  to  Chicago  at  high  prioes.  Prices  have 
gone  up  to  double  and  triple  in  some  instances 
for  these  articles.  These  prices  have  increased 
immensely  in  consequence  of  the  rush  to  re- 
build* It  IB  to  Stop  this  increase  of  priceS)  it  is 
to  prevent  the  power  of  men  to  combine  in  order 
to  pot  up  the  price!  of  materials  id  Chicago 
1  read^  to  bt  used,  that  I  ask  that  this  bill  ma^ 


be  passed)  and  passed  at  once^  I  do  not  object 
to  discussion.  Let  the  bill  be  disoUssed.  The 
bill  will  stfcnd  distsussioh. 

Mri  CONGER.    Thab  is  hll  I  itsk. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Let  us  discuss  it 
right  along  and  dlspoiie  of  it  to-da^i 

Mr.  DAWB8.  .  1  yield  five  minutes  to  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Stouohi^on.] 

Mr.  STOUGHTONi  Mr<  Speaker,  I  have 
a  few  suggestions  Which  I  desire  to  brake  at 
this  lime.  Thefs  hte  some  g^ave  objections 
to  the  pfO|)bsed  meksufe  fof  the  relief  of 
Chicago,  resting  upon  Constitutional  grodbds 

as  well  lis  Justice  add  public  poliey,  which, 

in  my  opinion,  odght  to  feoeiVe  the  d&reful 
considehition  Of  this  llouse*     The  Ooustitu- 

tloti  of  the  tJbited  States  dechii-es  that  all 
duties,  imposts,  and  Excises  shall  be  iinilbrm 
throughout  the  United  Statesi  NoW,  it  is 
proposed  to  t&ke  the  impost!  and  duties  off 
from  all  buildibg  materials  withib  certain  lim- 
its in  the  oity  of  Chiehgo  only,  i  kdOw  that 
it  is  claimed  by  the  friends  ef  this  measure 
that  this  ill  id  the  nature  of  a  dritwback  |  but 
this  does  not  auswei:  the  ok^ectioni  It  is  bot 
nnilbrm  tbrouKhodt  the  United  Statest  and  is 
therefore  plainly  in  violation  of  the  spirit  if 
not  the  letter  of  the  Constitution.  The  effieet 
of  this  bill  would  be  to  make  Chicago  a  free 
city  at  t^e  expense  of  othe^  seotionli  of  the 
country.  It  is  what  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  plainly  idtended  to  prohibit. 
It  is  au  attempt  to  give  to  the  oity  of  Chica||[o 
an  Undue  advantage  qvCr  evety  otker  oity  in 
the  United  States.  1  submit  to  the  honor- 
able chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  that  before  we  are  compelled  to  Vote 
Upon  such  a  proposition  we  ought  td  have  a 
fair  opportudity  of  disouteihg  its  merits* 

I  am  by  no  means  Wanting  in  sympathy  for 
those  who  Suffered  by  the  fire  ib  ChicagOt  I 
know  that  when  the  telegraph  brought  the 
news  of  that  great  balamity  it  appalled  every 
heart. ,  Conttibutious  were  libei'ally  sent  to 
the  sufferers  from  all  parts  bf  the  wo#ld.  All 
throughout  southeirn  Michigan,  where  I  reside, 
the  people  contributed  ear-load  afier  car-load 
of  |>roviBions  and  clothing  for  the  Chicago  suf- 
fei^rs.  And  while  we  Were  doing  that,  news 
badie  fi-om  northern  Michigan  that  our  people 
were  Suffering,  in  the  loss  of  all  their  prop- 
erty add  in  the  loss  of  life  no  less  than  the 
citisens  Of  Chicago)  and  it  is  not  surprising 
thefe  should  be  a  strong  feeling  all  thtodgh 
the  State  of  Michigan  against  this  unequal 
and  uniust  measure.  They  have  a  right  to 
demand  that  Congresd  shall  give  no  peculiar 
advantage,  no  peculiar  privileges,  to  the  ci^ 
of  Chicago,  which)  in  itidividtial  suffering)  is 
no  more  unfortunate  than  portions  of  Mich- 
igan and  Wisconsib.  Why,  sir,  the  desola* 
tion  there  Was  so  terrible  that  whole  ueigh- 
boi^hoods  of  people  were  absolutely  driven 
into  the  waters  of  the  lake  and  the  rivers  to 
esoape  destruction  from  fire,  and  buildings, 
crops,  tind  fences  wei^e  entirely  swept  away. 
NoW)  are  these  people  to  be  ebtirely  over- 
looked, and  nobody  but  the  people  of  Chicago 
regarded?  Is  that  right?  Is  that  just?  I 
appeal  to  the  House  to  give  us  an  opportunity 
of  discussing  this  question.  If  a  proposition 
BO  unfiiir  to  our  people  is  to  be  urged)  I  ask 
that  we  may  have  at  lehst  the  ri^ht  abd  priv- 
ilege of  disOussibg  and  opposing  it 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Nobody  opposes 
discussion.  But  referring  the  bill  to  a  com- 
mittee for  a  mobth  or  two  is  not  discussion. 
That  would  be  boning  it  out  of  sighti 

Mr.  STOUGHTON.  We  do  ttot  pi*opose  to 
have  the  bill  buried  ib  that  way,  although  it 
doubtless  ought  to  be  buried  out  of  sight  and 
hearing.  The  bill  hits  been  called  up  without 
notice,  Abd  we  are  not  prepared  with  the 
documebts  And  papers  which  would  enable 
us  to  fully  meet  the  question <  We  waut  an 
opportunity  to  be  heara  (k\t]f  and  souarely  on 
this  propositionj  and  t  believe  the  House  will 
generously  accord  it  to  us* 

I  have  two  ameodmeuts  which  I  desire  at 
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the  proper  time  to  offer.  I  will  send  them  to 
the  Clerk's  desk  to  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Massacbttsetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  yield  to  the  gen* 
tleman  from  Michigan  to  have  his  ameodmenta 
read  or  to  have  them  offered? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  merely  yield  to  have  them 
read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Amend  the  second  section  by  inserting  after  the 
word  '*fire."  in  line  five,  the  words  "or  erected  on 
any  lot  in  Chicago  by  persons  who  suffered  material 
loM  thereby ;"  so  that  it  will  read : 

That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  under  snob 
regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
prescribe,  on  all  materials  imported  to  be  and  ac- 
tually used  in  buildings  erected  on  the  site  of  build- 
ings bnrned  by  said  fire,  or  erected  on  any  lot  in  Chi- 
cago by  persons  who  suffered  material  loss  thereby, 
a  drawback  of  the  import  duties  paid  on  the  same. 

In  line  three,  section  two,  af^er  the  word  '*  mate- 
rials," insert  the  words  "except  lumber." 

Mr.  ST0U6HT0N.  I  desire  to  add  jast 
one  word,  if  the  gentleman  from  Massacha- 
setts  [Mr.  Dawes]  will  allow  me.  The  first 
amendment  is  proposed  to  extend  the  benefits 
of  the  act,  if  those  benefits  are  to  be  given  at 
all,  to  the  people  of  Chicago  generally  who 
suffered  by  the  fire,  instead  of  confining  them 
to  a  particular  limit,  as  is  proposed  in  the  Sen- 
ate amendment.  I  am  informed  that  the  evi- 
dence taken  before  the  Senate  shows  that  some 
of  the  lots  in  Chicago  have  increased  fifty  per 
cent,  in  value  since  the  fire,  and  that  specu- 
lators are  holding  them  with  the  expectation 
of  making  large  fortunes,  and  this  is  to  be 
wrung  from  the  toiling  people  of  northern 
Michigan  and  Wisconsin.  My  second  amend- 
ment proposes  to  except  lumber  from  the 
Chicago  free  list,  and  that  ought  to  be  done, 
unless  Congress  means  deliberately  to  enrich 
the  speculators  of  that  city  by  destroying  one 
of  the  most  important  industries  of  two  great 
States,  and  bringing  poverty  and  distress  to 
hundreds  of  homes. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  yield  ^ve  minutes  to  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerr.] 

Mr.  KERR.  I  confess  very  frankly  that 
there  are  some  difficulties  in  connection  with 
this  bill ;  but  yet,  on  the  whole,  I  feel  entirely 
clear  that  it  is  my  duty  to  support  it  and  to 
favor  its  enactment  at  this  time.  I  think  that 
it  is  entirely  free  from  the  objection  of  a  lack 
of  constitutional  power  to  grant  this  kind  of 
exemption.  It  is  certainly  admissible  for  gen- 
tlemen to  place  this  exemption  on  the  ground 
of  mere  charity  granted  by  the  favor  of  the 
Qovemment  to  a  suffering  community.  It  is 
not  necessary  to  find  express  warrant  for  it  as 
a  revenue  measure.  It  is  not  proposed  for 
revenue ;  it  is  a  measure  of  mercy ;  it  is  a  con- 
cession to  suffering  humanity;  it  is  justi6ed 
by  the  past  practice  and  precedents  of  the 
Government  in  at  least  three  cases.  It  was 
done  to  relieve  New  York  after  her  great  fire 
in  1836,  and  also  for  the  relief  of  Portland,  in 
Maine.  Taking  the  bill  for  what  it  is,  a  meas- 
ure of  relief  and  not  of  revenue  at  all,  I  think 
it  is  both  constitutional  and  right.  But  I  am 
not  willing  to  say  that  it  can  only  be  sustained 
on  this  latter  ground.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that  u|)on  principle,  and  upon  the  Constitu- 
tion, it  is  not  competent  for  Congress  to  make 
a  regulation  of  this  kind  to  meet  an  extraor- 
dinary emergency,  such  as  exists  in  the  city 
of  Chicago.  I  am  not  called  on  now  to  decide 
that  question.  It  is  true  that  this  will  not 
reach  or  remedy  the  entire  evil. 

Other  sections  in  the  Northwest  have  suf- 
fered as  well  as  Chicago,  and  they  have  suf- 
fered very  greatly.  Their  sufferings  have 
touched  the  heart  of  the  entire  nation,  and  I 
may  say  of  the  civilized  world,  and  they  chal- 
lenge the  sympathy  of  all  our  people,  as  they 
have  received  the  sympathy  of  mankind.  It  is 
matter  to  me  of  profound  regret  that  effective 
aid  cannot  be  extended  at  once  to  all  the  un- 
happy sufferers.    I  would  be  glad  if  it  could. 

But  this  bill  comes  before  the  House  as  a 
distinct  proposition.  Let  it  be  determined 
upon  its  own  merits.  Let  this  be  enacted  now, 
because  it  is  right  to  enact  it;  and  then  let  us 


consider  whether  we  will  extend  the  like  priv- 
ileges to  other  sections  of  the  country. 

I  say  frankly  that  whenever  you  will  intro- 
duce a  bill  prepared  with  well-guarded  provis- 
ions to  give  the  same  exemption  to  other  towns 
or  cities,  I  will  vote  for  it.  This  is  not  the  first 
time  in  the  histofy  of  our  country  that  this 
kind  of  relief  has  been  granted.  It  may  be 
taken  now  as  the  settle  judgment  of  the 
country  that  it  is  admissible  to  do  it,  that  it 
violates  no  principle  of  public  policy,  because 
the  cases  are  in  all  respects  so  exceptional  and 
so  peculiar  that  they  cannot  be  drawn  into  evil 
precedents,  and  they  can  never  arise  except 
when,  they  are  of  such  an  absolutely  anomalous 
character  as  to  justify  legislation  of  this  kind. 

Besides,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  willing,  and  I 
mean  by  that  no  suggestion  that  is  unkind,  to 
meet  the  complaints  of  the  business  men  in 
the  vicinity  of  Chicago  who  object  to  this  bill, 
by  expressing  my  own  opinion  that  in  the  mis- 
fortunes of  that  people  during  the  time  that 
has  already  elapsed  they  have  gathered  a 
sufficiently  rich  harvest  to  satisfy  reasonable 
men,  and  they  ought  not  longer  to  object  to 
the  enactment  of  this  bill.  In  addition  to  this 
opinion,  I  entertain  this  further  opinion,  that 
so  much  time  has  already  elapsed  that  in  truth 
and  in  fact  prices  will  not  be  so  much  affected 
in  Chicago  and  that  vicinity  by  the  enactment 
of  this  bill  as  these  persons  who  object  to  it 
anticipate  that  they  will.  Prices  will  very 
speedily  regulate  themselves.  Persons  who 
import  goods  will  not  be  enabled,  even  with- 
out this  bill,  to  sell  them  in  that  market  at 
anything  like  the  munificent  profits  that  they 
seem  to  expect.  Yet  this  bill  will  much  relieve 
the  general  body  of  that  people. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  What  relief 
does  this  bill  give  to  those  citizens  of  Chicago 
in  quarters  where  the  city  has  already  been 
rebuilt? 

Mr.  KERR.  It  gives  none.  It  givus  no 
benefit  to  very  many  persons,  and  I  am  sorry 
to  say  it,  because  so  many  people  in  that  city 
were  completely  ruined  by  this  fire,  so  com- 
pletely crushed  by  it  that  they  can  never  rally, 
never  rebuild,  never  restore  their  wasted  and 
their  ruined  fortunes.  But  there  remains  a 
community  in  the  aggregate  that  may  be  ben- 
efited by  this  bill,  benefited  materially,  directly, 
and  most  justly,  in  my  judgment. 

It  will  not  do  to  say  that  because  a  few  by 
the  devastation  of  adversity  have  been  put 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  advantages  of  the  bill, 
therefore  no  one  will  be  benefited  by  it  or 
should  be  relieved  in  this  manner.  The  great 
mass  of  that  people  will  be  benefited. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Would  it  not 
be  better  to  make  a  contribution  in  money  to 
all  these  sufferers  by  the  fire  ? 

Mr.  KERR.  I  think  it  would  not,  and  that 
is  all  the  answer  I  have  time  to  make  to  the 
gentleman.  I  could  give  ample  reasons  if  I 
had  time.  I  feel  sure  he  would  not  vote  for 
such  relief. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  yield  five  minutes  to  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Matnabd.] 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  having 
supported  this  bill  both  in  committee  and  in 
the  House,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  stating 
the  grounds  on  which  it  received  my  approval. 
I  do  not  support  it  as  an  eleemosynary  meas- 
ure, for  I  can  see  no  special  reason  why  we 
should  provide  relief  ot  that  kind  for  the  suf- 
ferers bv  the  fire  of  Chicago,  and  not  relieve 
those  who  suffered  equally,  and  some  of  them 
more,  in  proportion  to  their  means,  in  the 
States  of  Wisconsin  and  Michigan.  The  ground 
upon  which  I  have  thought  proper  to  support 
this  measure  is  that  it  is  a  great  measure  of 
national  importance  to  commerce;  it  is  im- 
portant to  the  general  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try that  the  city  of  Chicago  should  be  rebuilt 
as  early  as  possible,  and  it  is  with  the  view  of 
reestablishing  that  great  mart  of  trade  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  that  I  would  adopt 
every  legislation  looking  to  that  result. 


It  has  been  sometimes  said,  rather  reproach- 
fully, that  in  supporting  this  measure  i  aban- 
doned the  views  i  have  always  entertstined  in 
regard  to  the  protection  of  American  industry. 
I  do  not  so  re^rd  it.  The  object  of  protect- 
ing American  industry  is  not  for  the  abnormal 
and  every  way  extraordinary  contingencies 
such  as  that  brought  upon  us  by  the  fire  in 
Chicago.  We  are  not  providing  for  an  ordin- 
ary and  usual  condition  of  things,  but  for 
such  a  contingency — a  fire  sweeping  its  deso- 
lation over  a  whole  city,  which  occurs  not 
once  in  a  century. 

There  is  only  one  part  of  this  bill  that  gives  me 
trouble.  It  is  the  one  suggested  by  my  friend 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Covobr,]  the  point  I 
indicated  in  the  suggestion  I  made  to  him  a 
few  moments  ago,  and  which  is  covered  by  one 
of  the  amendments  proposed  by  bis  colleague, 
[Mr.  STOUOHTOSr.]  Upon  that  point  I  am  not 
sufficiently  informed  as  to  the  facta.  On  the 
one  side  it  is  said  that  by  the  very  extraordin- 
ary fires  in  Michigan  and  Wisconsin  there  is 
thrown  upon  the  markets  of  the  country  a  very 
large  amount  of  timber  that  mast  be  converted 
into  lumber  now,  or  it  will  be  an  utter  loss  in 
addition  to  the  other  heavy  losses.  On  the 
other  hand  we  have  been  told,  not  perhaps  in 
debate,  but  otherwise,  that  this  timber  cannot 
be  converted  into  lumber  and  brought  into 
market  in  time  to  be  made  available  in  rebuild- 
ing Chicago.  My  vote  upon  this  proposiKion 
will  depend  upon  that  fact,  as  it  shall  be  estab- 
lished to  my  mind. 

Mr.  CONGER.  That  is  what  I  desire— an 
opportunity  to  lay  the  proofs  and  facts  before 
the  House  for  their  consideration,  for  I  believe 
in  proofs  and  facts,  and  do  not  want  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  forced  upon  us  until  we  and 
our  people  can  present  the  facts  in  the  case  for 
the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  am  more  than  willing, 
I  am  anxious,  that  the  gentlemen  who  oppose 
this  bill  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  present 
any  such  facts  as  in  their  judgment  will  bear 
upon  it ;  and  so  far  as  my  action  is  concerned, 
I  am  willing  to  give  them  reasonable  time  for 
that  purpose.  I  do  not  myself  propose  to  de- 
bate this  bill.  I  rose  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  stating  the  principle  upon  which  I  supported 
it,  and  upon  which  1  presume  other  eentlemen 
of  this  House  have  supported  it  and  will  con- 
tinue to  support  it. 

Mr.  D  A  w  £S.  I  n ow  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Marshall]  for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  Under  the  impression 
that  the  vote  upon  this  measure  will  be  taken  at 
this  time,  I  shall  make  but  very  few  remarks 
upon  it.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the  relief  asked 
for  by  this  bill  is  to  be  given  at  all,  it  ahould  be 
given  now  and  promptly,  and  that  the  bill  should 
be  passed  without  amendment.  We  ought  not  to 
palter  over  mere  technicalities  and  quibbles, 
but  should  vote  squarely  for  or  against  the  bill. 
To  amend  it,  and  thus  send  it  again  to  the 
Senate,  is  equivalent  to  its  defeat.  We  have 
already  delayed  action  too  long.  We  are  real- 
izing the  fable  of  Tantalus,  and  act  aa  if  we 
were  standing  in  the  presence  of  those  ready 
to  perish  with  thirst  with  water  in  our  hands 
with  which  we  continually  excite  hopes  that 
are  always  deferred  and  never  realised.  This 
is  the  perfection  of  torture,  and  should  be  con- 
tinued no  longer. 

We  all  remember,  who  of  us  will  ever  for- 
get, the  effect  of  the  terrible  tidings  flashed 
over  the  wires  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  October 
last  They  brought  grief  and  sorrow  to  every 
American  heart,  and  carried  a  thrill  of  horror 
to  every  part  of  the  world,  at  the  deatraction 
of  one  of  the  most  beautiful  cities  on  the  face 
of  the  earth.  Almost,  as  it  were,  in  the  twink- 
ling of  an  eye  a  hundred  thousand  people  were 
rendered  houseless  and  homeless,  many  per- 
ishing miserably  amid  the  horrors  of  that  ter- 
rible night. 

Now,  it  is  said  that  if  we  grant  the  relief 
asked  for  here  we  will  be  doing  injury  to 
somebody  else.    I  insist  that  that  cannot  bo 
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the  case.  Why  in  the  name  of  Heaven,  if  we 
had  miracalous  power  by  one  word  to  pat  all 
these  people  back  into  their  homes ;  if  by  such 
a  fiat  we  could  restore  the  houses  of  these 
homeless  people  to  them,  if  we  could  in  this  way 
ODce  more  rear  those  palaces  that  so  recently 
overlooked  that  beautiful  lake,  making  in  their 
wonderful  combination  a  scene  of  beauty  and 
loveliness  never  to  be  erased  from  the  mem- 
ory, is  there  any  person  within  this  Hall,  is 
there  any  one  in  this  whole  land,  who  would 
refuse  or  hesitate  to  speak  the  maf^ic  word  ? 
I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  ^r.  Con- 
ger] if  that  could  be  done,  if  these  houses 
could  be  put  back  there  by  one  word,  would 
he  or  any  of  his  colleagues  interpose  any  ob- 
jection ?  Would  that  be  a  wrong  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Michigan  or  of  Wisconsin,  or  to  a  human 
being  on  earth  ?  And  yet  if  that  were  done 
the  people  of  Wisconsin  and  Michigan  would 
not  have  the  market  for  their  lumber  which 
they  will  have  upon  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
which  will  aid  them  as  well  as  the  people  of 
Chicago  in  rebuilding  this  wonderful  city. 

I  insist  that  instead  of  depriving  them  of  a 
market,  this  bill,  if  passed,  will  give  them  a 
better  market  than  they  would  otherwise  have ; 
hecause,  if  the  bill  be  passed,  hundreds  and 
thousands  of  houses  will  be  erected  which 
cannot  be  rebuilt  if  the  relief  now  asked  be 
withheld.  In  the  city  of  Chicago  there  are 
thousands  of  persons  who,  if  tliey  rebuild, 
mast  mortgage  their  lots  and  their  houses  to 
do  so :  and  who,  unless  the  cost  of  construction 
be  reauced  as  this  bill  proposes,  will  not  be 
able  to  rebuild  at  all.  They  are  struggling  as 
between  life  and  death,  awaiting  the  action  of 
this  Congress  to  see  whether  they  are  to  be 
permitted  to  restore  to  some  extent  what  was 
swept  from  their  sight  by  the  angry  wrath  of 
the  devouring  element. 

Now,  shall  this  Government  step  in  their 
way?  Shall  we  send  our  revenue  agents  there 
to  paralyze,  by  our  exactions,  the  hands  of 
these  afflicted  citizens?  The  people  of  Michi- 
gan and  other  lumber-producing  States  will 
not,  by  this  bill,  be  deprived  of  any  market 
which  they  would  have  had  if  the  fire  had  not 
occurred.  On  the  contrary,  they  will  have  a 
market  for  immense  quantities  of  lumber  for 
which  there  would  have  been  no  demand  but 
for  this  unparalleled  calamity.  Why  should 
they  ask  the  Government  to  step  in  and  re-levy 
a  duty  at  the  expense  of  these  unfortunate 
people  upon  materials  on  which  they  have 
already  paid  duty?  Would  it  not  be  the 
refinement  of  cruelty  for  Government  to  lay 
its  heavy  hand  npon  these  homeless  citizens? 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  measure  will  do 
injustice  to  no  one.  It  would  be  a  gross 
wrong  and  outrage  for  the  Government,  with 
its  powerful  agencies  and  instrumentalities, 
to  step  in,  and,  as  with  the  hand  of  the  free- 
booter and  robber,  demand  from  these  people 
a  tribute  upon  their  misfortunes  and  calam- 
ities; to  say  to  them,  '*  You  shall  not  rebuild 
your  homes,  you  shall  not  rear  again  your 
magnificent  city,  which  has  been  an  honor  to 
the  State  and  the  nation  and  the  world,  unless 
you  pay  tribute  again  to  this  powerful  and 
wealthy  Government,  which  ought  to  be  your 
protector.'^  It  seems  to  me  that  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case  appeal  to  every  American 
heart,  and  should  induce  the  Government  to 
step  out  of  the  way  for  a  short  time  and  allow 
these  unfortunate  people  at  least  to  get  a 
shelter  over  them  before  we  commence  again 
our  exactions  upon  them.  In  the  name  of  all 
that  is  just  and  merciful  I  appeal  to  gentle- 
men to  delay  action  no  longer.  Let  us  do 
this  act  of  justice,  which  can  injure  no  one, 
and  which  will  bring  upon  us  and  our  Gov- 
ernment the  blessings  and  the  prayers  of  the 
homeless  and  of  those  who  are  bowed  down 
with  sorrow  and  affliction. 

It  is  objected  that  this  act  will  permit  capi- 
talists who  lost  nothing  by  the  fire,  and  who 
were  not  even  residents  of  the  stricken  city, 
to  bay  lots  of  the  rained  people  and  erect  at 


a  reduced  cost  palaces  thereon.  If  this  shall 
happen  in  a  few  cases ;  if  the  effect  of  this 
»act  shall  be  to  invite  capital  and  capitalists  to 
the  fallen  city ;  if  employment  shall  thus  be 
given  to  a  few  thousand  more  of  these  home- 
less people,  and  the  city  shall  thus  be  sooner 
rehabilitated,  who  among  us  would  regret  the 
vote  that  tended  to  produce  these  results? 
Viewed  in  all  its  aspects  and  from  every  stand- 
point, Mr.  Speaker,  the  objections  to  this 
measure  dwindle  into  insignificance,  while  its 
advantages  to  all  are  apparent,  and  its  claims 
upon  us  manifest  and  irresistible. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the 
form  of  the  motion  submitted  by  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Conger?] 

TheSPEAKEIi.  The  Chair  did  not  under- 
stand whether  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Dawes]  yielded  for  the  motion. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  yielded  to  allow  the  gen- 
tleman to  submit  a  motion  to  refer  the  bill; 
and  I  wish  to  know  in  what  form  he  submitted  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan stated  his  motion  in  a  manner  in  which  the 
Chair  could  not  submit  it. 

Mr.  DAWES.     So  I  understood. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  withdraw  the  latter  part 
of  my  motion  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DAWES.  So  I  understood ;  and  that 
was  the  reason  I  inquired  of  the  Chair  as  to 
the  form  of  the  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  motion, 
then,  as  modified,  is  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Then  the  proposition  is 
simply  to  refer  the  bill  to  that  committee. 
Upon  that  point  I  wish  to  say  that  as  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  would  not  be 
privileged  to  report  this  bill  back  for  consider- 
ation at  any  time,  it  would  be  within  the 
power  of  any  gentleman  of  the  House  to  keep 
it  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  until  we 
should  be  called  in  regular  order. 

Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  Wisconsin.  Will  there 
be  objection  to  considering  the  bill  next  Tues- 
day? 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  that  a  time  be  fixed 
now  for  considering  the  report. 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  cannot  be  done  except 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  think  there  will  be  no 
objection. 

Mr.  DAWES.  In  reference  to  the  several 
amendments  which  are  proposed,  I  wish  to 
say  a  word.  If  this  bill  is  to  be  passed  at  all, 
and  is  to  accomplish  anything,  it  must  be 
passed  very  early.  The  contracts  for  the  erec- 
tion of  buildings  in  Chj^Mare  of  course  being 
made  every  day;  ancUH^  for  the  spring  will 
be  made  immediately,  iTmade  at  all.  If  the 
bill  be  sent  back  to  the  other  branch  of  Con- 
gress with  amendments,  it  may  be  a  month 
before  a  final  vote  will  be  reached.  The  ques- 
tion had  better  be  decided  at  once.  I  do  not 
care  particularly  whether  it  be  to-day  or  next 
Monaay :  but  let  it  be  decided  at  once,  and 
if  the  bill  be  passed,  let  it  he  passed  without 
amendment.  If  the  House  is  willing  to  grant 
relief  to  Chicago  in  this  form,  let  us  say  so  at 
once,  although  amendments  of  phraseology 
might,  in  the  opinion  of  some  members,  im- 
prove the  bill.  But  I  must  insist  on  taking  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  the  bill  as  it  comes  from 
the  Senate.  If  the  House  are  disposed  to 
concur  in  these  amendments  or  non-concur 
in  them,  the  responsibility  of  course  will  rest 
with  the  majority.  I  do  not  feel  as  if  I  could 
yield  for  the  introduction  of  amendments. 
Whether  the  bill  shall  be  disposed  of  to-day 
or  next  Monday  I  am  not  here  to  insist  on. 
But,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  cannot  obtain  next  Mon- 
day without  unanimous  consent 

Mr.  CONGER.    Say  next  Tuesday. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Therefore  I  am  inclined  to 
call  the  previous  question  on  my  motion. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  to  hear  me  one  moment.  The 
gentleman  said  in  the  presence  of  the  House 
that  he  woald  allow  the  fallest  discossioni  and 


now  he  proposes  to  call  the  previous  qaes- 
tion. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  propose  to  cull  it 
at  this  moment,  but  have  merely  indicated  that 
I  would  call  the  previous  question  at  some 
time  to-day  to  dispose  of  this  matter. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Allow  me  five  minutes 
further. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  will  yield  to  some  gentle- 
man who  has  not  yet  spoken  on  this  subject, 
and  I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Hawley]  for  four  minutes. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  but 
natural  that  members  of  this  House  living  in 
the  region  of  country  where  this  great  disas- 
ter occurred  should,  on  either  side,  seek  the 
fioor  when  this  bill  is  presented  to  the  House. 
It  must  be  apparent  to  every  member  of  the 
House,  as  it  is  to  every  man  in  the  country, 
that  if  action  is  to  be  had  on  this  bill  at  all,  or 
it'  any  bent  fit  is  to  be  derived  from  it  by  the 
people  of  Chicago,  action  must  be  had  at  an 
early  day.  It  is  well  known  to  gentlemen  who 
are  opposed  to  the  bill  that  to  postpone  it  is 
equivalent  to  killing  it.  The  city  of  Chicago 
is  to  be  rebuilt  upon  some  plan  and  upon 
some  basis  of  value.  The  people  of  Chicago 
and  of  that  section  Of  country,  aud  I  may 
say  of  the  whole  country,  think  that  Chicago 
should  be  rebuilt  in  the  terms  of  this  bill ; 
that  is  to  say,  that  where  buildings  are  erected 
in  place  of  those  which  were  burned,  and 
which  once  paid  a  duty  upon  the  materials 
entering  into  their  construction,  the  owners 
ought  not  to  be  required  to  pay  a  second 
duty  on  building  materials.  I  think  that  is 
the  feeling  of  the  whole  country.  It  is  not 
like  a  case  of  a  great  calamity  befalling  a 
single  family  or  person,  but  it  is  a  calamity  to 
a  great  city,  the  consequences  of  which  are 
widespread  and  affecting:  the  whole  country. 

This  bill  passed  the  House  on  the  16ih  of 
January,  more  than  two  months  ago,  and  it 
now  comes  back  slightly  amended  from  the 
Senate,  but  not  changed  in  any  ioiportant  par- 
ticular. It  passed  the  House  without  any 
objection. 

Mr.  CONGER.    No  gentleman  knew  of  it. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  Was  not  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  here? 

Mr.  CONGER.  It  passed  through  witboot 
amendment  or  discussion. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  It  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  regularly  re- 
ported by  that  committee,  and  then  received 
the  unanimous  approval  of  this  House. 

Mr.  CONGER.  We  did  not  have  a  vote  or 
division. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  The  gentleman  was  here. 
We  had  a  vote,  but  no  division. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  yield  now  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Spekr]  for  three 
minutes. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  have  no 
objection  to  the  object  which  this  bill  proposes 
to  accomplish,  though  I  think  the  second  sec- 
tion is  obnoxious  to  the  constitutional  objec- 
tion that  Congress  has  no  power  to  pass  a  bill 
of  this  kind.  If  it  is  the  sense  of  the  House 
that  the  bill  shall  pass,  I  desire  to  amend  it, 
and  I  will  call  the  attention  of  members  to  the 
language  of  the  second  section.  It  is  there 
provided — 

That  there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  under  each 
regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall 
prescribe,  on  all  materials  imported  to  be  actually 
used  ia  buildings  erected  on  the  site  of  bnildiavs 
burned  by  flre»  a  drawback  of  import  duties  paid 
on  the  same. 

It  will  be  observed  by  gentlemen  of  the 
House  that  this  section  does  nut  limit  the  pay- 
ment of  drawbacks  by  the  Government  to  the 
original  sufferers,  to  the  persons  who  owned 
those  lots  and  buildings  at  the  time  the  build- 
ings were  burned.  Where  the  ground  has 
been  purchased  by  speculators  since,  this  bill 
allows  those  speculators  the  privilege  of  pur- 
chasing their  materials  without  the  payment 
of  duties.  I  do  not  suppose  the  House  intends 
to  pass  such  a  measure,  but  that  is  the  Ian- 
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goage,  ahd  that  will  be  the  effect  of  thi.s  bill, 

if  I  understand  the  provision.     I  desire,  tliete- 

fore,  to  aiDend  the  ftecond  section  60  that,  as 

ametlded,  it  V^ill^ead  Eis  follows: 

That  thdrid  shall  ho  alidwcd  abd  paid,  under  such 
reguiatiouB  aa  the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  eball 
prescribe,  on  all  materials  imported  to  be  and  ac- 
tually used  by  the  original  sufiferera.  <&;c. 

If  the  words  **by  the  original  aufferera"  be 
inserted  ihej  will  lihiit  the  benefits  of  the  bill 
to  those  persons  who  Owndd  tlie  property  that 
was  burned,  and  will  exclude  irom  its  pro- 
visions capitalists  and  land  speculators  who 
have  ^on6  lo  Chicago  and  seized  upon  the 
calamities  of  those  people  to  coin  money  out 
uf  them.  But  if  the  bill  skiould  pass  ^s  it  has 
come  to  hs  from  the  Senate^  it  will  really  be  in 
the  interest  of  speculators,  who  will  thus  be 
enabled  to  profit  from  the  misfortunes  of  this 
stricken  city,  t  would  much  prefer  that  Con- 
gress would  donate  a  sum  oi  money  to  the 
actual  sufferers  by  the  fire  in  Chicago,  to  be 
distributed  among  all  the  poor  and  needy 
according  to  their  losses  and  necessities:  but 
if  this  bill  is  to  pass  it  should  at  least  be 
8o  guarded  as  to  exclude  speculators  and  land 
sharks  from  any  share  in  the  charity  of  the 
Government. 

Mr.  DAWESk  t  yield  for  a  few  moments 
to  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  ^azbl- 

TON.] 

Mr.  HAZfeLtON.  of  Wisconsin.  1  do  not 
desire  to  enter  at  all  upon  the  discussion  of 
tiie  bill,  i  merely  wish  to  ask  that  the  House 
shall  give  us  a  little  time  for  its  consideration. 
The  bill  has  come  this  tnorning  from  the  Sen- 
ate.  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  exatuihing 
it,  and  I  think  that  no  gentleman  oti  this  fioor 
has  had  an  opportunity  of  examiuinc  it.  All 
wd  ask  is  to  have  the  privilege  of  looking  Into 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  and  ascertaining 
precisely  what  those  provisions  are,  before  we 
are  required  to  pass  the  bill  or  enter  upon  its 
discussion.  If  that  is  granted,  t  undertake  to 
say  thai  tnere  will  be  no  factious  opposition 
on  this  floot  to  tlie  bilh 

I  am  informed  by  my  colleague  from  the 
third  district  [Mr.  Barber]  that  the  terms  of 
this  bill  are  much  broader  than  its  friends  un- 
derstand them  to  be.  I  think  at  any  rate  that 
enough  has  transpired  in  the  course  of  this 
disciissioii  to  show  that  it  ought  to  go  to  a 
committee,  and  that  a  fuller  opportunity  should 
be  given  the  House  to  consiaei:  its  provisions. 
I  ti^ust  thtit  the  motion  will  prevail  that  the 
bill  be  referired  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  to  be  reported  by  them  for  considera- 
tion next  Monday.  If  that  is  done,  I  think 
that  I  can  assure  the  friends  of  the  bill  that 
no  factious  opposition  will  be  interposed  in 
the  way  of  its  passage. 

Mr.  DAWJES.  I  now  yield  two  minutes  to 
the  gehtlemaii  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Kino.] 

Mr.  KING.  I  desire  to  state  to  the  House 
that  I  do  hot  rise  oh  this  ocoasion  to  make  any 
opposition  to  ilelief  being  given  lo  the  citizens 
of  Chicaj^o.  t  hold  in  toy  hand  papers  from 
two  of  the  leading  cities  in  the  West,  wkich 
caine  fbtward  ahtf  cave  greatet  assistance*  1 
belieVe.  to  the  people  of  Chicago  in  their  dis- 
tress tnan  any  bluer  two  cities,  oi*  at  least 
equal  to  that  given  by  any  other  tWo  cities.  I 
make  this  remark  to  show  that  the  opposition 
to  the  bill  does  not  arise  from  any  objection  to 
helpibg  the  people  of  Chicago..  It  is  directed 
rather  against  the  form  in  which  it  is  proposed 
by  this  bill  to  gire  relief,  ahd  to  the  lahguage 
in  which  the  bill  is  couched.  The  papers  to 
which  I  refer  will  show  how  our  commercial 
men  in  the  West  feel  in  r^g^td  to  this  matter. 
T^hef  ate  as  follow : 

ROoMd  OP  BoAfib  OF  Trade. 
OiKOiirNATi.  January  30, 1872. 

At  a  ttieetltlir  of  thd  directors  of  the  Bdard  of 
Trade  of  OinciDnafci,  Hoo.  A.  Ti  Goahorn  offered  the 
following  preamble  anu  resolutious,  uamely : 

Whereas  there  is  pendltig  before  the  Congt-ess  of 
the  United  States  a  bill  known  hBthe  Chlcrtfro  relief 
bill,  whioh  proposes  t<}  adiait  to  the  port  of  Chicago) 
free  of  duty,  every  article  that  in  any  manner  enters 
Into  tho  construction  of  buiidingd,  for  a  period  Of 
twalvtt  moiithsi  and  wh«r»af  tho  passage  of  mi 


bill,  a  tno&t  extraordinary  ttittaBurei  iUtetided  to 
benefit  a  Binftle  locality;  will  injarioualy  affect  every 
branch  of  indastry,  disorganise  commercial  Inter- 
ests, ahd  (iause  niany  of  thb  16!idingmanufactttreHi  of 
thoeotlntry,  and  especially  of  the  West, to  disOontinae 
operations,  leaving  a  large  and  dependent  popula- 
tion unemployed:  It  is  therefore  . 

Resolved,  That  the  enactment  of  baid  bill  would 
be  an  unwise,  ubreasonabl^i  and  uhoobstlttttional 
discrimination  in  favor  of  a  qaestionabie.  local  be- 
nevolence, to  the  sacrifice  of  the  most  important 
and  Valuable  IndudtH^s  of  the  coudtry,  thus  disdr- 
ganising  trade*  unsettling  values,  and  incurrinir  trtet 
pecuniary  losses  to  capitalists,  aad  brintring  distress 
to  thousands  of  industrious  and  worthy  meohaoios 
and  merchants. 

lieHohed,  That  tbti  Sebdtbra  atad  R«)»res«fatative8 
of  Ohio  in  Congress  be  earbestly  urgtfd  to  o^k>ose 
said  bill  as  being  impolitic^  unjust,  and  dangerous 
to  the  prosperities  of  the  ilidu&tries  of  thb  cbUbtrjr. 

Which  were  ana&ltnoilsly  adopted; 

JOSIAU  KIEBT,  Prtndent. 
Attest :  H.  U.  TATfiM.  Secretart. 

IImion  Mkbobants'  ^xchaNqk* 
Bt.  LotJis,  #V6HmH^  1, 18T2. 

I)RAR6iitt  At  a  ni^etiilg  of  this  iusbciation.  hbld 
this  day,  the  following  resolatiotis  wer«  hnaaidiottUy 
adopted: 

Whereas  the  provisions  of  the  Ohicago  relief 
bill,  noW  ]jbndlbg  In  Codgrd&s,  at-6  easily  sd8coptlbTe 
of  evasion;  and  whereas  in  odr  OtJinion  It  is  Im- 
possible to  frame  a  bill  remitting  duties  on  imports 
that  will  relieve  the  actual  sufferers  by  the  great 
calamity  that  overtook  dur  Sister  bity  ifa  October  last, 
Wichout  obening  the  door  for  gross  and  stupehdous 


frauds]^  and  whereas  in  ^the  event  Of  .the  passage 

Strug 
gled  into  existence  during  thtt  past  few  years  will  be 


of  the  i)ill  in  its  present.sha^  many  valuaoie  man 


ufacturing  interests  in  the  We^t  Which  hdve  strug- 


■f. 


materially  injured,  if  not  altogether  )-Uiiiedi  It  is 
thereto  re  . 

JteMOhed,  Thdt  Mile  Wb  debpl^  synllialbise  ^ith 
our  sister  eity  in  her  great  distress,  aUd  Wodid  gladly 
favor  any  measure  Of  relief  just  and  etiUitable  in  its 
provisions,  we  nevertheless  deem  it  our  duty  to 
declarb  to  oUr  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress  that  it  is  the  Unanimous  opinion  Of  this 
exchanfre  that  the  interests  of  the  manufactariug 
induslnea  of  the  West  demand  that  the  bill  now 
pending  shall  botbecoUie  a  law  of  the  land. 

Jie»o(f>ed,  That  the  secretary  of  this  exohaUge  b^, 
and  is  hereby^  instructed  to  send  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions,  properly  attested,  to  the  representatives 
of  this  State  in  iTongress. 

All  of  which  is  respeotfally  ShbUiitt0d. 

QfiO.  H.  MO&GAK.  SBtretary. 
Hon.  A.  King,  Woikinotont  D.  C, 

Mr.  DAWES.  In  order  that  the  House  tnay 
have  an  opportunity  of  decidirig  upoti  the 
question,  I  will  ttdmltthe  motion  of  the  gehtle- 
tnan  from  Michigan  [Mh  Ooh&er]  to  refer 
the  bill  and  the  Sentfte  amendnietit  to  the 
Committee  of  W^ays  and  Means.  I  tiow  yield 
to  that  gentleman  five  minutes. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  desire  to  call  the  Wten- 
tloti  of  every  member  of  thid  Hoas^  to  the 
statement  which  1 4iow  tiiakfe  in  r^gal-d  to  the 
extent  of  this  bill  atid  its  provisions.  I  de^re 
to  dall  the  attetitiou  of  member^  to  the  fadt, 
that,  as  the  bill  t|MM{t&hd8,  withid  d  {;efidih 
limit  itt  OhicfegOi  WfWtfbb^j  who  how  pl-oposfes 
to  build;  irrespective  of  the  fact  Of  th^il- having 
beeh  sUffbrers  by  the  fii^e  ot  not,  niay  bring  in 
fr^e  of  duty  all  their  buildiiig  materials ;  not 
those  alone  which  are  used  ih  the  dohsti'ut;' 
tloti^  but  marbleS)  mantel* piecef^  statuary,  tiaf- 
peti,  ornaments,  &c.  EVetythihg  which  gOes 
to  bottstitute  a  builditig  may  be  idiported  free 
of  duty,  ot  the  importer  will  be  entitled  to  a 
drawback  equivalent  to  the  duty.  Eret'y 
mdtei-ial  which  ia  tuad^  by  the  iUechanica  atid 
laborers  of  the  United  Bttttea  and  Which  Would 
etiter  Into  th^  cohstructiotl  Of  the^^  buildings 
may  be  imported  free  of  duty,  or  with  a  draw- 
back equivalent  to  the  duty,  to  the  injury  of 
thoae  mechauics  and  laborers. 

NoW)  Mr.  Speak^f)  gentlemen  say  that 
early  actioti  is  liecessagr  u^oli  thiri  bilh  Sit-} 
no  luitaber  can  reach  Chicago  by  iihy  meaii& 
of  eotamutiication  before  the  1st  of  Mtty. 
The  Winter  ice  has  locked  Up  the  lake  means 
of  communication,  and  no  freight  o&u  be 
brought  to  the  Chicago  market  until  the  Ist 
of  May.  There  is  therefbre  uo  urgency  for 
the  consideratioU  Of  this  bill  for  a  day  or 
two,  and  it  canhot  but  affect  throughout  the 
States  of  the  Northwest  every  labcrring  mah 
engaged  In  the  production  aud  manufacture 
of  the  artidles  which  eah  come  in  aoder  this 
bill^  ahd  cdme  in  for  the  benefit  of  sb^eulatortf 
Who  f^re  bttildiog  houaes  la  (he  burnt  distrietj 


the  speculators  having  bought  at  hdlf  price 
from  the  impdteriafaed  )}eopl6  their  land. 
These  sj^ecttlfltors  will  reiieire  all  the  betiefit 
bf  this  bill — men  Who  have  never  suffered,  but 
Who  hhve  ikk^ii  advantage  bf  the  misfortunes 
Of  the  jtioor  people  of  Chicago  t6  bdy  up  their 
land  tthd  bdild  houses  U|^on  it. 

Bir.  it  Would  be  far  Mm  m($j  ilnd  ^  from 
th§  |)eopl^  of  the  StItUi  I  have  the  honor  in 
part  to  represent,  to  dppoae  any  measure  for 
the  benefit  of  the  people  of  Chicago  Who  suf- 
fbrCd  by  thia  fire.  I  haVe  sympathy  for  them, 
and  ii;i  aiiy  proper  ithf  will  join  with  dthera  in 
assisting  them.  The  Inmbernfen  of  Michigan, 
if  the  Hotlse  Will  give  them  th(j  Opportunity, 
Will  TOluhtarily  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets 
and  pay  by  contribution  all  the  drawbacks 
asked  for  in  this  bill.  And  if  we  oppose  thia 
bill,- it  is  because  upon  theoppoaite  side  of  the 
Bt.  CUir  Hter  add  along  the  borders  of  Lake 
Huron  and  Georgian  bay  there  are  milliona 
of  feet  of  lumber  seeking  a  market  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  ahd  under  this  bill  they  Would  de- 
press the  mttrket  ttnd  destroy  the  rilling  pHeea 

of  lumber. 

Mr;  DA WElS.  I  yield  the  remainder  of  my 
timej  except  ohe  mintlte,  to  the  gentleman 
from  lllinoi!*,-  [Mr.  BtRCHAHto.] 

Mr.  BUHC^AUD.  If  this  bill  is  passed  at 
ttll j  it  ought  td  be  pilssed  without  delay.  Con- 
tracts have  beCh  entered  into  Ibr  the  erection, 
of  buildings  and  the  material  is  yet  tt)  be  im-' 
ported  tthder  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  It 
mdst  therefore  pdss  speedily  td  be  of  advan- 
tage to  those  engaged  in  building.  When  this 
matter  Was  before  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means^  the  Portliind  bill  was  exilmined,  which 
is  a  precedent  for  this.  The  Treasury  Depart- 
ment were  Inquired  of  in  reference  to  the 
operation  of  that  bill,  ftnd  the  Department 
informed  the  Committee  of  Ways  iimd  Means 
that  the  operation  Of  thlit  bill  hnder  the  in- 
struCtidtls  of  the  Department  Wad  held  to  be 
confined  td  materials  used  for  the  erection  of 
buildings.  NdW^  it*  you  amehd  the  bill  yon 
send  it  back  td  the  Senate^  where  it  may  be 
debfeited  for  weeka  ^nd  perhaps  months,  and 
thus  delay  a  bill  which  htts  alreitdy  been  con- 
aidered  by  the  Committee  of  Wiiy&and  Means. 
I  hope  the  bill  will  pass. 

Mr;  DAWES.  I  hare  mdted  W  concur  in 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate.  The  gentle- 
man from  Michigkn^  [Mr.  CoN«JBn,]  pending 
that  riiotioh,  has  moved  td  refhr  that  bill,  with 
the  amendmehts,  to  the  Committed  of  Ways 
ahd  Meansi  I  ilow  csill  the  previotts  question, 
and  the  House  will  decide  whether  it  Will  refer 
the  bill  Or  ttot^ 

rhe  SPEAKER;  The  first  question  will  be 
upon  the  motiou  df  the  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igUn,  to  re^r  the  h\\\\  should  that  motion  be 
negativedj  the  next  question  will  be  upon  the 
motion  df  the  gentleman  from  Mtissachusetts, 
[Mr.  DawbS,]  to  coneur  in  the  amendments  of 
the  t^eniite. 

Mr;  CONQEU.  Will  the  effect  of  that  motion 
be  to  ettt  Off  iill  debate  oh  the  meHta  of  the 
bill? 

The  SPEAKER*  Or  its  demerit— [lnugh- 
ter]— all  debbtC; 

The  question  WAd  put  upon  sCCoUding  the 
previous  question ;  attd  there  Were-^^ayes  69, 
noes  49 ;  no  quorum  voting. 

Tellers  Were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Dawis  and 
Mr.  GoXGElt  Were  appointed. 

Mri  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Are  the 
amendments  pending? 

The  SPEAKER.  They  itre  not;  there  are 
no  amendments  pending. 

Mr.  CONQEU.  I  Understand  that  amend- 
ments have  been  offered  and  are  pending. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands 
not  \  pending  the  motion  to  refer,  no  amend- 
ment could  be  entertained. 

The  House  divided  ]  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed— ayes  83,  noes  61. 

Bo  the  previous  queation  Wa^  seconded. 

The  queation  Was,  Shall  the  main  qoestiou 
now  be  put?  * 
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Mr.  CONGER  and  Mr.  NEQLEY  caUed  for 
the  Teas  and  nays  on  thak  qoestion. 

The  qneatioB  was  taken  upon  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  and  there  were — nineteen  in  the 
affirmative ;  not  one  fifth  of  the  last  vote. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vota  was  announced, 

Mr.  CONGE&  called  for  tellers  on  ordering 
the  yeas  and  najps. 

The  questioD  was  taken  on  ordering  tellers ; 
and  there  were — Ihirty-one  in  the  affirmative) 
being  more  than  one  fifth  of  a  qnornm. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  vote  on  ordering 
tellers  being  enough  to  order  the  yeas  and 
navs,  the  Chair  will  regard  it  as  equivalent  to 
ordering  them,  if  there  is  no  objection. 

No  objeetion  waa  made ;  and  the  yeas  and 
naya  were  acoordiiurly  ordesed. 

Mr.  SPBER,  of  Pennsylvania.  If  the  main 
question  shall  be  nafr  ordered,  will  it  cut  off 
all  further  disoutsion  upon  this  bill  ? 

The  aPRiiRER.    Of  course. 

Mr.  SPBER,  of  Pennsylvania.  And  all 
amendments  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     GerUinly. 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  the  mala  question  is  now 
ordered,  the  first  vote  will  be  upon  the  motion 
to  refer,  and  should  that  motion  not  |>reTail 
the  next  vote  will  be  upon  eoneurring  in  the 
ameodneaftf  of  the  Senate  ? 

The  SPE  AKE  R.  The  gentleman  has  stated 
it  correctly. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  there 
were — ^yeas  M,  nays  79,  not  voting  67 ;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YBAS—Mean.  Aoker.  Arthur,  Averill.  Banks, 
Beatty,  Beok,  Beveridae,  Biffgf,  Braxton,  George 
M.  Brooks,,  BuiBntoa.  Burchard,  Caldwell.  Gamp- 
bell.  CdDurn,  Coghlan,  Conner,  Greha,  Crocker, 
Crossland,  Il>awefl,  DoBaan,  Dox,  Daell,  Dunnell, 
Eamea^  Sttiatt.  £17.  Farnavortb,  Farwell.  Henry  B. 
Foster. 
Georr* 

son.  MarshiU},  McCrary.  MoKee.  MeNeely,  Mer- 
riaiBLMeDickiJaonroe,  Moore,  Niblack,  Orr.  Pack- 
ard, Palmer.  Hosea  W.  Parker,  Pendleton,  Perce, 
Eli  Pmtt.  Pritoe.  Pi4ndlo,  Edward  Y.  Rice,  John 
M.  Rioe,  BUis  H.  Robarti.  WiUiam  R.  Roberts, 
Robinson.  Sessions,  Shanks.  Sherwood,  Shober, 
Slator,  Siocum,  John  A.  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Speer, 
StevoBS,  Btona.  Swann,  Terry.  Thomas,  Tynor, 
Wakwutt.  Waldea.  Wheeler.  Whitthorne,  Wil- 
lard.  Wmiams  of  Indiana.  Wuliams  of  Xew  York. 
Winehester.  w  ood,  and  Yonnir— 94. 

NAYS~MeBirs.  Ames,  Arober,  Barber.  Bigby, 
Bincham.  Bird.  Janes  G.  Blair,  Buckley,  Bardett, 
Conger.  Creely,  Critcher,  Bavis^ickey.  Bu  Bose, 
Duke,  fifdredke,  Finkelnbnrg,  wilder  D.  Foster, 
GriAlb.  Hale,  Halsey.  HambletoB,  Handley,  Hanks, 
Manner,  Johja  T.  Hanris*  Havens,  Gemr  W.  Hasel- 
ton.  John  W.jaaseltoa,  Hemdon,  Hibbard,  HUI, 
Hoar,  KeHey.  KiUlnjrer,  Ktnff,  Itewis.  Lowe.  May- 
nard,  McClellaad.  MeCormick,  MoOrew,  McHenry, 
Melntyie,  MeJanluiu^  MoKinney.  Mitchell.  Mor- 
gan. Leonard  Myers.  Negley,  Packer,  Isaac  C.  Par- 
ker. Feck,  Aaron  P.  Perry,  Peters,  Poland,  Ran- 
dall. Read.  Rttakie,  Rusk.  Sargent.  Sawyer,  Scoteld, 
Sheldon,  aMlabarger.  R.  MUton  Speer,  Stoughton, 
Satberlan^  Svpher.  Taffp,  Washington  "~ 
Tmmp,  Waldron,  Wells, 


Townsend, 
Tomer,  Van  Tmmp,  Waldron,  Wells,  Whiteley, 
Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  and  John  T.  Wilson— 79. 


num.Ba 

Brooks, 

Carroll* 

Comii 

Charh 


Hays,  Herefbrd.  Hooper,  Kellogg.  Ketoham,  Kin- 
sella.  Lamiflon,  Lfaok.  Mereor,  Beniamin  F.  Mey- 
ers, Mor^.  Morphis,  Piatt,  Porter.  Potter»  Rainey, 


Knyder,  spragne,  surKweasner.  Stevenson,  moweu, 
StnNBg.  St.  John.  Dwight Townsend. TathilLTwich- 
ell.  Upson,  Vattghan,  Voorhees,  Waddell.  Wallace, 
Walls,  and  Warren— 67. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  will  be 
upon  tke  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan [Mr.  Coxgsr]  to  refer  this  bill,  with  the 
Senate  amendments,  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Meaas. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  The  question  has 
been  askad  om  whether,  if  this  bill  be  now 
referred  totiie  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
that  committee  will  have  the  right  to  report  it 
back  at  any  time.  I  know  myself,  but  others 
do  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  They  would  not  have  that 
right. 

Mr.  PETERS.    We  can  give  it  to  them. 
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Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Would  it 
be  in'  order  to  move  that  the  committee  have 
the  right  to  report  this  bill  back  at  any  time  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  would  require  unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  would  object  to  their 
reporting  it  back  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Well,  say 
any  time  next  week  after  Monday. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  upon  the 
motion  to  refer. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Cokoer  and 
Mr.  Dawes  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  reported 
thati  there  were — ^ayes  85,  noes  60. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  appeal  to  the  House 
to  consent,  if  this  reference  be  made,  that  the 
committee  may  have  the  right  to  report  at 
anv  time. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  After  Mon- 
day next. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.    I  do  not  object  to  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to 
allowing  the  committee  to  report  back  the  bill 
at  any  time  after  next  Monoav  ?  The  Chair 
bears  no  objection,  and  the  bill  will  be  re- 
ferred with  that  understanding. 

Mr.  CONGER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  whicb  the  bill  was  referred ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MB8SAGB  FROM  THE  PBBSIDBNT. 

A  message  in  writing  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  communicated  to  the 
House,  by  Mr.  Horace  Porter,  his  Private 
Secretary. 

MBSSAOB  Vaoai  TUB  SKNATB. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  waa  communi- 
cated to  the  House  by  Mr.  Sympson,  one  of 
its  clerks,  announcing  that  the  Senate  had 
a^eed  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  to  the 
bill  of  the  Senate  of  the  following  title : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  547)  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  across  the  Mississippi 
river  at  or  near  the  town  of  Clinton,  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  and  other  bridges  across  said 
river,  and  to  establish  them  as  post  roads. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1541) 
making  appropriations  fi>r  the  support  of  the 
Army  for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1873.  As 
a  preliminary  to  that  motion,  I  move  that  all 
general  debate  ou  this  bill  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  be  limited  to  two  hours. 

Mr.  NIBLAC£u  There  are  some  gentle- 
men ou  this  side  of  the  House  who  desire  to 
discuss  this  bill  at  soma  length.  I  suggest, 
therefore,  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania shall  omit  at  Uiis  time  any  motion  limit- 
ing the  debate,  leaving  the  committee  at  lib- 
erty to  rise  for  that  purpose  whenever  it  may 
deem  it  necesswry. 

Mr.  DICKEY;  I  hare  consulted  with  mem- 
bers on  the  other  side,  with  all  those  I  have 
heard  express  any  desire  to  speak  upon  the 
subject,  and  I  propose  to  give  gentlemen  on 
that  side  one  hour  and  &  half  of  the  two 
hours.  That  seemed  to  be  satisfactory  to  the 
gentleman  with  whom  I  consulted. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  ask  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Dickey]  to  yield  to  me  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  up  House  bill  No.  1860.  It  is  a  very 
important  bill. 

Mr.  DICKEY.    I  cannot  yield. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  gentleman  would  yield 
if  he  would  permit  me  to  state  the  reasons  for 
wishing  to  call  up  that  bill. 

The    SPEAKER.     The    gentleman    from 


Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Neoley]  has  charge  of  the 
bill  regulating  steam  navigation,  on  which-  a 
motion  to  reconsider  has  been  entered,  and  he 
asks  the  privilege  of  calling  up  that  bill  to- 
day. Does  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Dickey]  yield  for  that  purpose? 

Mr.  DICKEY.    No,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Dickey,]  that  general  debute  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  Army  appropriation 
bill  be  limited  to  two  hours. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  just  taken;  and  also  move  that  the 
motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to 
state  that  laying  on  the  table  the  motion  to 
reconsider  would  not  prevent  the  House  from 
afterward  prolonging  the  time  for  debate.  The 
only  effect  would  be  that  the  two  hours  already 
allowed  for  debate  could  not  be  abridged.  As 
to  allowing  additional  time,  tbe  actioa  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvonia 
would  have  no  effect  whatever. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Before  we 
go  into  committee  on  this  bill,  let  me  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  and  to 
other  gentlemen  that  we  are  passing  appro- 
priation bills  a  great  deal  faster  than  the  Sen- 
ate is  passing  them,  and  that  in  my  judg- 
ment it  wonld  be  far  better  that  we  should  go 
on  with  the  ordinary  business  of  the  House, 
in  order  that  we  may  hasten  an  adjournment.  I 
will  remark  incidentally  that  the  Senate  is  now 
engaged  in  action  upon  the  tariff.  It  seems  to 
me  that  if  they  were  acting  upon  appropria- 
tion bills  they  would  be  more  likely  to  accom- 
plish something;  for  in  my  judgment  the 
House  will  never  take  up  a  bill  coming  from 
the  Senate  which,  in  the  form  of  an  amend- 
ment to  three  bills  reducing  revenue,  proposes 
to  raise  revenue  to  the  extent  of  three  or  four 
hundred  million  dollars. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  must  resume  the  floor. 
We  are  not  discussing  the  tariff  at  this  time. 
I  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  to  consider  the  Army 
appropriation  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BNSLAYEUBNT  OF  0HINK8B  IN  CUBA. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
the  President  of  the  United  Statea,  transmit- 
ting, in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  28th  ultimo,  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  relative  to  the  en- 
slavement of  Chinese  in  the  island  of  Cuba ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ENROLLBD  BILLS. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  they  had  exam- 
ined and  found  truly  enrolled  bills  of  the  fol- 
lowing titles;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the 
same: 

An  act  (S.  No.  547)  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  across  the  Mississippi 
river  at  or  near  the  town  of  Clinton,  in  the 
State  of  Iowa,  and  other  bridges  across  said 
river,  and  to  establish  them  as  post  roads ; 

An  W  (Q.  R.  No.  284)  to  pay  William  P. 
Prestoft  th^um  therein  mentioned ; 

An  act  (U.  R«  No.  635)  to  change  the  name 
of  the  pleasure-yacht  Lois  to  that  of  Sea  Witch, 
and  to  change  the  name  of  the  yacht  William 
M.  Tweed  to  that  of  Julia;  and 

An  'act  (H.  R.  No.  1867)  for  the  relief  of 
James  T.  Johnston. 

JAPANESB  INDEMNITY  FUND. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  reference  to  the  unpaid 
installment  of  the  Japanese  indemnity  fiind ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs. 
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JUDICIARY  FUND. 

The  SPEAKEIi  also,  by  unanimoas  con- 
aent,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Attorney  Qeneral,  giving  an  exhibit  of  the 
ezpenditure  of  the  judiciary  fond ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  has  agreed  to 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

The  House  accordioglv  resolved  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Wuole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union,  (Mr.  Randall  in  the  chair,)  and 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H. 
K.  No.  1641)  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Army  tor  the  year  ending  June 
80,  1878. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  By  order  of  the  House 
general  debate  on  this  bill  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  has  been  limited  to  two  hours. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  move  to  dispense  with 
the  first  reading  of  this  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not 
propose  to  make  any  extended  remarks  at  this 
time,  but  simply  to  state  that  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  as  the  provisions  of  previous  bills 
coming  from  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions have  been,  are  framed  in  accordance 
with  existing  laws.  There  is  no  new  legislation 
embraced  within  its  provisions.  The  amount 
appropriated  is  $1,800,000  less  than  the  amount 
estimated  by  the  War  Department.  It  is  the 
exact,  or  very  nearly  the  exact  amount  appro 
priated  by  this  House  for  the  same  purpose  in 
the  last  Army  appropriation  bill,  with  the 
deficiency  already  passed  upon  by  the  House 
added.  This  is  all  I  desire  to  say  on  the  sub- 
ject at  this  time.  I  have  agrood  that  gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  of  the  House  shall  have 
an  hour  and  a  half  of  the  two  hours  allowed  for 
general  debate.  In  the  last  hulf  hour  I  shall 
claim  the  privilege  of  replying  to  anything  gen- 
tlemen may  say  on  the  other  side  which  I  may 
deem  worthy  of  answer.  I  hope,  however,  the 
debate  will  not  run  that  long. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to 
avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  presented  in 
the  consideration  of  this  bill  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  Army  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  certain  abuses  and 
unnecessary  expenditures  connected  with  our 
military  establishment.  In  performing  this 
duty  I  have  no  fear  of  being  classed  as  an 
enemy  of  the  Army  or  of  auv  of  the  eallant 
officers  connected  with  it.  Every  intelligent 
person  will  realize  that  it  is  not  only  for  the 
interest  of  the  Army,  but  for  the  interest  of 
every  officer  on  the  list,  that  the  expenditures 
the  people  are  called  upon  to  bear  for  its  sup- 
port should  be  reduced  to  the  lowest  point 
consistent  with  efficiency. 

The  first  abuse  to  which  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  is  that  connected  with 
the  retirement  of  officers  under  the  thirty- 
second  section  of  the  act  of  July  28,  1866. 
There  are  several  remarkable  things  connected 
with  the  adoption  of  this  section  as  well  as 
with  the  resolta  which  have  flown  from  it. 
First,  the  phraseology  of  the  section  is  re- 
markable.    It  reads  as  follows : 

••  That  all  officers  of  the  rof  al&r  Army  entitled  to 
be  retired  on  ocoount  of  disability  occasioned  by 
wounds  received  m  battle  may  be  retired  upon  the 
full  rank  ot  the  command  held  by  them,  whether  in 
the  regular  or  voianteer  service,  at  the  time  such 
wounds  were  received." 

Prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  officers  of 
the  regular  Army  were  retired  upon  the  rank 
held  by  them  at  the  time  of  retirement.  This 
section,  however,  provides  that  they  may  be 
retired  with  the  rank  of  the  command  they 
held  when  disabled.  At  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  act  this  seemed  to  bo  a  very  harm- 
less provision.  It  was  stated  in  the  Senate 
daring  the  discassioa  that  but  three  or  four 
officers  would  be  affected  by  it.  Another 
remarkable  feature  connected  with  it  was  that 


a  son  of  the  prominent  Republican  Senator 
who  proposed  the  amendment  was  thS  first 
person  who  availed  himself  of  the  advantage 
of  this  provision.  It  is  also  quite  remarkable 
that  this  son,  whose  rank  in  the  regular  Army 
was  that  of  captain,  was  retired  as  a  brigadier 
general,  and  although,  had  he  remained  on 
active  duty  with  the  rank  he  then  held,  he 
would  have  been  in  receipt  of  but  $1,980  per 
annum,  he  now  receives  while  doing  no  duty 
the  sum  of  $4,125  per  annum. 

Although  tJie  law  was  designed  to  benefit 
this  siuffle  individual,  and  it  was  undoubtedly 
believed  by  those  who  consented  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  section  that  few  except  this  favored 
individual  would  be  affected,  vet  I  find  upon 
an  examination  of  the  list  of  retired  officers 
that  neprly  twenty- five  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
number  have  taken  advantage  of  the  provis- 
ions of  this  section.  I  find  on  the  list,  one  who 
has  reaped  even  more  advantage  from  this 
measure  than  has  he  for  whose  benefit  it  was 
enacted.  Another  captain  retires  as  a  major 
general,  and  is  now  drawing  $5,625  per  annum 
for  doing  no  duty,  who  would  liave  been  enti- 
tled to  but  $2,400,  had  he  remained  on  duty 
with  the  highest  rank  he  ever  held  in  the 
regular  Army. 

There  are  seventy  one  officers  on  the  retired 
list  who  availed  themselves  of  this  section, 
and  I  might  point  out  many  cases  of  individ- 
uals showing  the  injustice  of  this  law  almost 
as  strikingly  as  the  two  which  I  have  cited. 
Majors  are  retired  as  major  generals,  captains 
ns  brigadier  generals,  and  lieutenants  as  col- 
onels. These  facts  must  make  plain  even  to 
the  way- faring  man  the  invidious  principle  of 
this  measure,  its  prodigious  inequality  and 
injustice  not  only  to  the  Army  generally,  but 
to  the  long  list  of  volunteer  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  are  to  be  found  in  every  city  and 
village  in  the  land,  who  during  the  war  were 
disabled  for  life,  and  as  pensioners  are  draw- 
ing sums  in  many  cases  insufficient  to  obtain 
for  them  even  the  necessaries  of  life,  many  of 
whom  were  more  distinguished  for  their  ser- 
vices and  more  entitled  to  the  bounty  of  the 
Qovernment  than  the  favored  class  to  which  I 
have  alluded. 

The  principle  involved  in  this  law  is  not 
only  an  anomaly  in  this  country,  but  is  opposed 
to  every  idea  previously  entertained  with  re- 
gard to  the  system  of  retirements  from  the 
public  service.  Age,  long  and  faithful  ser- 
vice, eminent  merit,  and  honestly-earned  rank 
are  by  this  law  systematically  ignored,  and 
what  usually  accompanies  faithful  service  and 
high  rank  in  every  properly  administered  mil- 
itary system  is  made  to  depend  upon  the  acci- 
dent of  a  day,  the  favoritism  of  an  Executive, 
or  the  potency  of  political  influence. 

The  basis  of  all  laws  for  the  Retirement  of 
military  officers  until  the  enactment  of  this  law 
was  reduced  pay  and  no  duty.  No  one  ever 
before  conceived  that  retirement  from  active 
service  should  constitute  a  reason  for  an  in- 
crease either  of  rank  or  pay ;  but  this  law,  set- 
ting usage,  reason,  and  justice  alike  at  defiance, 
sends  the  fortunate  invalid  at  a  single  leap 
through  three  or  four  rounds  of  the  military 
ladder  and  in  some  instances,  as  I  have  shown, 
increases  his  pay  more  than  one  hundred  per 
cent.  The  Army  Register  shows  that  there  are 
scores  of  officers  who  have  served  from  thirty 
to  fifty  years  and  been  retired  under  the  general 
law  who  are  receiving  far  less  pay  than  the 
young  men  of  less  than  ten  years'  service  retired 
under  this  section.  Duty  performed  and  ser- 
vices rendered  ought  to  constitute  the  only 
test  and  furnish  the  only  claim  for  the  appro- 
priation of  public  money  to  individuals ;  and 
there  is  probably  not  an  officer  of  healthy  mind 
or  generous  heart  of  the  entire  number  on  the 
favored  list  who  will  not  frankly  acknowledge 
that  his  retired  pay  under  the  eeneral  law  of 
1870  is  all  to  which  he  is  equitably  entitled. 

While  I  do  not  advocate  taking  from  the 
officers  who  have  already  retired  the  advan- 
tages which    have    accrued  to  them  by  the 


provisions  of  this  law,  I  do  advocate  and  do 
insist  that  the  section  should  be  repealed  and 
that  the  list  of  finvored  ones  shall  not  be 
increased. 

The  next  subject  to  which  I  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  is  that  connected  with  the 
department  that  supplies  the  Army  with  arms, 
ammunition,  and  accouterments,  known  as  the 
ordnance  department.  To  ascertain  the  an- 
nual expenditures  of  this  department  I  refer 
to  the  book  of  estimates  rather  than  to  the  bill 
under  consideration,  for  it  is  well  known  tliat 
the  annual  appropriation  bills  do  not  cover  the 
actual  expenditures  of  any  of  the  Departnieots. 
On  the  contrary  when  an  important  election  is 
pending  the  regular  appropriation  bills  are 
reduced  to  the  lowest  possible  point,  so  that  the 
party  in  power  may  go  before  the  people  with  a 
pretense  of  economy.  As  soon  as  the  elec- 
tion is  over,  a  deficiency  bill  is  brought  in  co?* 
ering  the  reduction  made  in  the  regular  bill. 

Mr.  DICKBY.  The  gentleman  will  recol- 
lect that  I  have  already  stated  this  bill  appro- 
priates $1,800,000  less  than  the  Army  bill  last 
year,  with  the  deficiency  already  passed  npoo. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  admit  that,  and  I  am  glad 
yon  said  that 

Mr.  GARFIBLD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
from  New  York  will  recognize  that  element 
is  not  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  That  is  what  I  wish  to 
bring  out. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Does  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  yield  ? 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  am  willing  to  jield  to 
and  answer  any  question  pertinent  to  this 
debate.  But  let  us  see  what  is  in  the  defi- 
ciency bill  which  has  just  been  passed.  We 
have  just  finished  the  consideration  of  the 
deficiency  bill  for  the  current  fiscal  year, 
amounting  to  between  six  and  seven  mil- 
lions— over  two  millions  of  which  is  to  make 
up  for  deficiencies  in  the  military  establish- 
ment. To  be  convinced  that  the  regular'  bill 
of  last  year  was  purposely  cut  down  with  the 
expectation  that  Congress  would  make  up  for 
the  reduction  by  a  deficiency  bill,  we  have  only 
to  examine  the  items  of  the  dieficiency  bill. 
Some  of  the  items  ar^  as  follows:  for  travel- 
ing expenses  of  officers,  $90,000 ;  for  regular 
Bupplies  for  the  quartermaster's  dei>artment, 
$800,000 ;  for  general  expenses  of  the  quarter- 
master's department,  $850,000;  for  rent  of 
(juarters,  repairs  of  buildings,  &c.,  $760,000; 
lor  clothing,  &c. ,  $120,000.  These  are  items  in 
the  deficiency  bill  just  passed,  and  the  fact  that 
the  Army  has  not  been  increased  during  the 
past  year,  that  nothing;  has  occurred  to  cause 
extraordinary  expenditures,  renders  it  appar- 
ent that  the  reeular  bill  was  reduced  with  the 
expectation  of  oringiug  these  heavy  items  in 
the  deficiency  bill. 

In  estimating  the  expenses  of  the  ordnance 
department,  I  think  therefore  I  am  justified 
in  referring  to  the  book  of  estimates.  From 
this  book  I  see  that  there  was  demanded  for 
the  support  of  this  department  for  the  ensuing 
year  the  following  expenditures : 

For  the  pay  of  officers  and  men 1263,610  00 

For  tho  purehoso  of  ordnanoe  stores,  ^ 

materials.  &c 1,0^,000  00 

For   tho  construction   and  repairs  of 

arsenals  and  armories 1.0Q8.9G2  9i 

Making  a  total  of....... ....42,377.602  97 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  peace  prevails 
throughout  our  country,  and  our  Army  con- 
sists of  but  thirty  thousand  men,  I  think  ibis 
estimate  will  be  regarded  by  every  one  as  a 
very  liberal,  if  not  an  extravagant  one.  I  also 
think  these  items  fully  iustify  me  in  estimating 
that  the  expenses  of  the  Departments  will  be 
much  larger  than  this  appropriation.  At  all 
events,  experience  has  shown  it  is  much  better 
for  us  to  rely  upon  the  book  of  estimates  rather 
than  upon  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  DICKBY.  I  wish  simply  to  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  that  last  year,  for 
the  first  time  in  the  histoiyof  the  Army,  anex> 
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pended  balancea  were  covered  into  the  Treas* 
ury.  They  were  cut  off,  and  hence  came  here 
for  the  deficiency.  This  year  the  Army  for 
the  first  time  is  ran  apon  the  appropriations. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  We  will  see  about  that 
before  we  get  through.  I  take  the  broad 
groond  that  our  Government  should  not  en- 
gage in  the  manufacture  of  any  article  which 
can  be  purchased  in  open  market,  or  which 
can  be  obtained  by  contracL  Manufacturing  of 
all  kinds  can  be  carried  on  far  more  econom- 
ically by  private  parties  than  by  the  Govern- 
ment, for  reasons  which  must  be  obvious  .to 
every  one  who  is  familiar  with  the  method 
by  which  Government  employes  are  selected, 
and  ihe  manner  in  which  such  employ68  usually 
discharge  their  duties.  In  my  judgment,  it 
would  be  far  better  for  the  country  to-day  if 
there  were  not  a  Government  workshop  of  any 
kind  in  the  land. 

On  this  subject  I  know  that  many  intelligent 
members  of  the  House  will  differ  with  me  in 
opinion.  I  am  persuaded,  however,  that  the 
advocates  of  our  present  system  of  obtaining 
vessels  of  war  and  arms  and  accouterments  for 
our  troops  are  influenced  more  by  custom 
than  by  reason.  As  war  preceded  commerce, 
nations  were  originally  compelled  to  establish 
dock-yards  for  the  construction  of  vessels  of 
war.  For  many  years  almost  the  only  vessels 
constructed  were  those  built  b^  Governments 
for  offensive  or  defensive  operations.  I n  those 
days,  as  a  matter  of  course,  all  dock-yards 
were  supported  by  Governments.  At  the 
present  time,  however,  nine  tenths  of  the  ships 
which  float  the  sea  are  engM^ed  iu  commercial 
pursuits,  and  the  finest  dock-yards  in  the 
world  at  this  time  are  those  owned  by  private 
individuals.  To-day  the  foremost  nations  of 
Europe  are  abandoning  the  Government  yards 
and  having  the  j^eater  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment work  done  m  private  yards.  The  same 
is  true  with  regard  to  the  construction  of  arms. 

As  the  first  great  use  of  fire-arms  was  for 
the  destruction  of  mankind  in  war,  the  con- 
struction of  arms  necessarily  devolved  upon 
Governments.  The  extensive  establishments 
for  the  manufacture  of  arms  bv  private  indi- 
viduals are  of  recent  origin.  Wiihiu  the  last 
ten  yearii,  however,  these  establishments  have 
manufactured  ten  stands  of  arms  for  every 
one  manufactored  by  the  Government.  Dur- 
ing our  late  war  we  were  compelled  in  a  great 
measure  to  rely  on  them  for  our  supply  of 
arms.  At  least  seventy-five  per  cent,  ot  the 
small-ariDs  and  all  the  artillery  used  during 
the  late  war  were  obtained  by  the  Government 
by  contract.  During  the  war  between  Prussia 
and  France  all  the  heavy  artillery,  and  the 
greater  portion  of  the  field  artillery  and  small 
arms  used  by  Prussia  were  made  by  the  cele- 
brated private  establishments  of  Krnpp.  These 
fact*  prove  conclusively  that  our  country  can 
safely  rely  upon  private  enterprise  for  a  sup- 
ply not  only  of  its  vessels  of  war,  but  arms 
and  accouterments  for  our  soldiers. 

At  a  time  like  this,  when  so  much  alarm  is 
manifested  at  the  great  decline  in  our  ship- 
building iuterest ;  when  the  necessity  of  sus- 
taining the  interest  appears  to  be  of  such  na- 
tional importance  that  special  committees  are 
appointed  to  investigate  into  the  causes  of  its 
decline — when  various  bills  are  pending  before 
this  House  proposing  Government  aid  to  it, 
one  by  taking  off  all  duties  from  articles  used 
by  the  ship-builders,  another  by  giving  a  bounty 
on  all  goods  carried  in  ships  constructed  by 
our  own  people,  and  another  by  direct  contri- 
butions of  money  taken  from  the  Treasury — at 
a  tioie  like  this,  how  absurd  it  is  for  the  Gov- 
erument  to  sustain  at  an  enormous  expense 
dock-yards  v^hich  are  really  in  competition  with 
those  supported  by  private  enterprise. 

Whut  are  we  doing?  First  we  establish  a 
Government  workshop  in.  close  proximity  to 
similar  shops  supported  by  private  enterprise, 
thereby  taking  from  private  enterprise  work 
which  is  far  more  healthful  to  such  enterprise 
tban  contributions  of  money.      We  then  fill 


our  workshops  with  politicians,  and  at  their 
behest  p^ss  eight-hour  laws,  and  do  other 
things  to  demoralize  labor  in  this  particular 
branch  of  industry ;  and  as  we  see  private  en- 
terprise decline,  as  we  see  one  establishment 
after  another  close  its  doors,  we  appoint  a 
congressional  committee  to  ascertain  the 
source  of  the  evil,  and  finally  come  to  the  sage 
conclusion  that  we  must  sustain  the  important 
interest  by  appropriating  to  it  some  of  the 
people's  money. 

There  woulcf  be  much  more  wisdom  in  aid- 
ing private  enterprise  by  giving  it  Govern- 
ment work  rather  than  Government  money. 
What  is  true  of  our  workshops  connected 
with  the  Navy  is  equally  true  with  regard  to 
those  connected  with  the  Army.  All  the  arms 
we  need  can  be  manufactured  by  private  enter- 
prise at  one  tenth  the  expense  now  incurred, 
and  the  work  will  be  equally  well  done. 

I  am  informed  by  the  highest  and  most  re- 
liable authority  that  the  manufacture  and  repair 
of  all  the  arms  needed  bv  our  little  Army  could 
be  done  in  Colt's  or  Keminglon's  factories 
without  necessitating  the  erection  of  an  addi- 
tional building  or  the  employment  of  one  hun- 
dred additional  men ;  and  yet  to  supply  our 
Army  we  find  it  necessary  to  support  one  gen- 
eral, seventeen  field  officers,  twenty  captains, 
and  twenty-six  lieutenants,  in  addition  to  a 
lai^e  number  of  ordnance  store- keepers,  sol- 
diers, mechanics  and  laborers,  besiaes  keep- 
ing in  repair  twenty-seven  different  arsenals 
and  armories  scattered  throughout  the  various 
States  of  the  Union. 

All  this  enormous  expense  is  borne  by  the 
people  for  the  manufacture  of  articles  which 
could  be  obtained  b^  the  Government  in  the 
same  manner  that  it  obtains  provisions  and 
clothing  for  its  soldiers.  There  is  no  more 
propriety  in  sustaining  immense  factories  in 
our  principal  cities  for  the  manufacture  of 
arms  than  there  is  for  the  establishment  of 
factories  for  the  manufacture  of  clothing  and 
shoes. 

To  estimate  the  vast  expenditures  required 
to  sustain  these  various  arsenals  and  armories 
we  must  consider  the  present  value  of  these 
establishments  and  the  land  attached  to  them. 
There  are  attached  to  the  Springfield  arsenal 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land ;  to  the 
arsenal  located  in  the  heart  of  Pittsburg  nearly 
one  hundred  acres,  the  estimated  value  of 
which  is  $1,000,000 ;  to  the  Watertown  arsenal, 
one  hundred  acres;  to  the  Watervliet  arsenal, 
located  at  West  Troy,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres.  And  so  I  might  go  through  the  list, 
proving,  I  believe,  that  the  interest  alone  on 
the  value  of  our  arsenals  and  armories  would 
supply  our  entire  Army  with  arms,  accouter- 
ments, and  ammunition. 

Notwithstanding  the  enormous  expense  at- 
tending the  support  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, notwithstanding  the  fact  that  in  time  of 
war  we  have  been  compelled  to  rely  on  private 
enterprise  for  our  supplies,  it  would  seem  that 
any  attempt  to  check  the  extravagance  must 

Erove  futile,  for  the  department  increases  year 
y  year.  In  1880  it  consisted  of  four  field 
officers  and  ten  captains ;  in  1888  two  field 
officers  and  twelve  lieutenants  were  added ; 
in  1847  two  captains  and  six  lieutenants  more 
were  added;  in  1861  one  brigadier  general 
was  added  ;  in  1868  five  field  officers  and  eight 
captains  were  added ;  in  1866  six  field  officers 
and  eight  more  lieutenanta  were  added. 

1  think  these  facts  sufficient  to  convince  any 
one  that  we  are  needlessly  squandering  lar^ 
sums  of  money  in  this  branch  of  the  pabbc 
service.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  destroying  the 
ordnance  department  or  of  merging  it  in  any 
other  branch  of  the  service,  but  X  am  in  favor 
of  transferring  all  the  officers  now  in  that 
department,  except  eight  or  ten,  to  other  arms 
of  the  service,  lam  in  favor  of  the  immediate 
sale  of  at  least  twenty-four  of  the  twenty-seven 
arsenals  and  armories  now  sustained  by  the 
Government.  I  would  have  two  places  for  the 
storage  of  arms  and  accouterments,  one  in  the 


East  and  one  in  the  West.  I  would  have  one 
place  where  arms  can  be  manufactured,  and 
where  all  the  latest  improvements  and  inven- 
tions could  be  fairly  tested. 

Ten  ordnance  officers  would  \ie  sufficient  to 
enable  us  to  place  one  at  escb  private  estab- 
lishment where  we  mij^ht  desire  to  have  arms 
manufactured,  to  see  that  the  work  was  done 
according  to  contract,  and  allow  four  or  five  to 
be  on  duty  at  the  Government  establishment, 
where,  with  officers  from  the  other  branches 
of  the  service,  all  the  various  inventions  and 
improvements  can  be  tested.  I  have  great 
respect  for  the  officers  of  the  ordnance  depart- 
ment, knowing,  as  I  do,  that  they  are  selected 
from  graduates  of  the  Military  Academy  dis- 
tinguished for  scholarship.  1  cannot  forget, 
however,  that  under  the  present  arrangement 
the  young  graduate  assigned  to  the  ordnance 
corps  is  usually  sent  at  once  to  some  arsenal 
where  no  work  is  done  and  no  stimulant  for 
study  is  presented ;  where,  after  a  few  years 
of  comparative  idleness,  he  is  likely  to  lose  the 
ambiti<|n  and  the  thirst  for  study  with  which 
he  left  the  Academy. 

When  it  is  proposed  to  leave  the  question 
of  deciding  npon  the  various  proposed  improve- 
ments in  arms  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  chief 
of  ordnance,  I  cannot  forget  that  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war  the  chief  of  that 
department  was  a  gentleman  over  seventy  years 
of  age — a  man  wedded  to  the  things  of  the 
past — who  so  far  from  being  willing  to  adopt 
the  breech-loader,  did  not  hesitate  to  express 
his  regret  that  the  Army  had  ever  abandoned 
the  use  of  the  old  flintlock  musket. 

It  was  not  until  near  the  close  of  the  war 
that  any  considerable  number  of  improved 
arms  were^  introduced,  and  then  only  upon 
most  pressing  demands  of  the  men  in  the  field. 
I  cannot  forget  that  the  Gatlin  gun  was  urged 
upon  our  Government  in  season  and  out  of 
season,  from  1862  to  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  it  was  taken  to  Europe,  and  after  being 
adopted  by  two  or  three  of  tne  leading  Powers, 
it  was  returned  to  this  country  to  be  adopted 
by  us  long  after  the  close  of  the  struggle  in 
which  it  might  have  been  so  powerful  an  in- 
strument. 

While  I  have  no  sympathy  with  those  who 
live  only  in  the  past  and  are  disposed  to  ignore 
the  great  inventions  and  improvements  of  the 
present,  I  must  confess  that  with  regard  to  the 
sphere  of  the  military  branch  of  our  Govern- 
ment and  the  duties  devolving  upon  the  offi- 
cers of  our  Army,  there  are  certain  antiquated 
notions,  certain  views  once  universally  enter- 
tained, not  only  by  our  most  accomplished 
military  men,  but  by  the  entire  country,  which 
I  would  gladly  see  restored  to  us. 

It  requires  no  effort  on  my  part  to  recall  to 
mind  the  time  when  the  officers  of  our  Army 
ignored  politics ;  when  few  if  any  of  them 
ever  voted ;  when  all  regarded  the  Army  as  a 
branch  of  the  executive  department  of  the 
Government,  supported  by  the  whole  people 
for  the  defecse  of  the  country.  I  will  venture 
the  assertion  that  when  President  Grant  was 
a  lieutenant  iu  the  Army  he  never  knew  the 

Eolitics  of  one  of  his  associates.  He  never 
eard  the  merits  of  the  political  parties  of 
the  day  discussed.  He  will  bear  me  witness 
that  iu  his  Army  days  military  men  had  nothing 
to  do  with  politics.  What  a  wonderful  change 
has  occurred  since  he  was  a  lieutenant.  Now 
the  military  is  indispensable  at  our  elections. 
We  draw  on  the  Army  for  our  stump  orators, 
we  call  on  them  to  preside  at  the  polls.  Having 
by  their  aid  selected  our  Chief  Magistrate,  if  the 
citizen  would  pay  his  respects  to  him  he  must 
first  pass  in  review  at  thH  White  House  before 
three  or  four  brigadier  eenerals.  If  we  desire 
to  negotiate  for  the  purchase  of  an  island  in  the 
sea,  the  negotiations  must  be  carried  on  by  a 
brigadier  general.  If  the  merchants  of  New 
York  wish  storage  for  their  goods  they  roust  go 
to  a  colonel  of  the  staff.  We  can  hardly  pass  a 
bill  through  Congress  without  the  aid  at  least 
of  a  field  officer. 
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For  the  good  of  the  country,  and  particu- 
larly for  the  good  of  the  Army,  I  would  in  this 
respect  gladly  see  a  return  to  old  customs.  I 
believe  a  majority  of  our  officers  sympathize 
with  me  in  this  desire,  and  the  few  who  seek 
preferment  by  becoming  violent  partisans  would 
do  well  to  bear  it  in  mind  that  while  military 
men  hold  positions  for  life,  a  political  party  in 
our  country  can  at  best  hold  power  but  for  a 
few  brief  years.  The  military  gentlemen,  who, 
by  reason  of  their  zeal  in  behalf  of  a  political 
party,  are  basking  in  the  sunshine  of  official 
favor,  should  remember  that — 

"  Though  tho  mills  of  God  grind  slowly. 
Yet  ihey  grind  exceed ing  am»ll ; 
Thoagh  with  patience  He  stands  waiting. 
Witb  exactness  grinds  He  all." 

The  party  now  in  power  must  sooner  or 
later  be  succeeded  by  one  in  opposition  to  it, 
and  while  I  do  not  conceive  it  possible  that 
the  party  which  succeeds  the  one  now  in  power 
will  ever  draw  on  the  Army  for  its  orators,  or 
use  the  Army  as  a  police  force  to  guard  the 
polls,  I  do  think  that  it  may  occur  ta  some 
members  of  the  successful  party  that  these 
military  men  who  have  been  doing  double 
duty,  tlie  duties  of  the  politician  as  well  as 
that  of  an  officer — the  idea,  I  say,  may  occur 
to  some  one  that  these  gentlemen  need  rest; 
that  it  nirill  be  but  just  to  permit  them  to  retire 
temporarily,  at  least,  to  some  cool  and  invig- 
orating climate  like  that  of  Alaska,  where, 
free  from  their  duties  as  stump  speakers,  free 
from  the  importunities  of  office-seekers,  free 
even  from  the  allurements  of  fashionable  so- 
ciety, they  can  study  not  only  the  advantages 
of  the  breech-loader  over  the  old-fashioned 
flint-lock,  but  also  the  advantages  likely  to 
accrue  to  military  men  from  taking  an  active 
part  in  our  political  contests. 

MBS8AGK  FROM  THB  &SNATK. 

The  committee  informally  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  a  message 
from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Sympsox,  one  of  its 
clerks,  informed  the  House  that  the  Senate 
had  disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the  Hoase 
to  the  bill  (S.  No.  681)  providing  for  the  re- 
porting and  printing  of  the  debates  of  Con- 
gress, that  it  requested  a  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  and  that 
it  had  appointed  Mr.  Anthoxy,  Mr.  Hamijx, 
and  Mr.  Uasserly  as  managers  of  the  confer- 
ence on  th«  part  of  the  Senate. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Uidon  resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  BfiCK.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not  know 
enough  about  the  details  of  this  bill  to  be  able 
to  say  what  portions  of  it  I  may  approve  and 
what  portions  I  may  disapprove  when  it  comes 
to  be  read  by  sections.  But  I  want  to  say 
genecally  to  the  committee  that  I  shall  make 
all  the  objections  I  can  to  liiis  bill,  and  to  the 
making  of  any  appropriation  for  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  until  the  Secretary  of  ^Tar 
shall  condescend  to  tell  us  what  has  been  done 
witb  the  money  which  that  Departmeot  has 
received  from  the  sales  of  the  property  of  the 
people  made  by  its  different  bureaas. 

It  has  become  fashionable  of  late,  I  mean 
since  this  Adainistration  came  into  power, 
for  executive  officers  to  act  as  if  they  thought 
Congress  had  no  right  to  ask  them  for  any 
information.  It  is  now  more  than  two  months 
since  this  House,  by  an  almost  unanimous 
vote,  requested  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  tell  us  why  and  for  what  offenses  he 
had  suspended  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in 
one  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  to  give  the 
names  of  the  persons  charged  with  offenses, 
the  dates  of  the  alleged  violation  of  law, 
and  the  character  of  their  offenses,  the  state- 
ment  having  been  made  on  the  floor  of  this 
House  that  no  man  had  been  guilty  of  offenses 
calling  for  such  a  proceeding  for  months  prior 
to  the  date  of  the  proclamation  in  several  of 
the  counties  where  the  Executive  had  deprived 
them  of  the  right  to  the  writ  of  Juibeas  corpus j 


which  freemen  have  always  regarded  as  i 
sacred,  and  he  has  not  conaescenaed  yet  to  . 
tell  us,  and  I  do  not  presume  that  he  will. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  beg  to  state  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  I  understand  that  the  President 
has  sent  in  to-day  a  communication  in  answer 
to  that  resolution,  and  that  it  is  now  on  the 
Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  am  glad  to  hear  it.  Since 
the  resolution  was  adopted,  two  months  have 
elapsed  without  an  answer  to  it  being  teceived. 
That  portion  of  the  country  has  remained  under 
martial  law,  with  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
suspended,  and  the  answer  to  the  resolution  is 
only  given  to-day,  when  it  might  as  well  have 
been  given  six  weeks  ago;  but  even  that,  if  it 
is  responsive  to  our  demand,  is  better  than  I 
expected. 

On  the  28th  of  February  I  offered  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  which  was  adopted  by  the 
House : 

"  That  the  Seeratary  of  War  be  directed  to  inform 
this  House  as  aoon  as  praetioable  what  property 
belonging  to  the  United  States  has  been  sold  by 
any  officer  or  agent  of  the  War  Department  or  any 
bareau  thereof  sinee  the  SOth  day  of  June.  1865, 
giving  the  name  of  the  officer  making  the  sale,  the 
character  of  the  property  sold,  the  time,  place,  and 
manner  of  making  the  sales,  and  the  amount  real- 
ised from  said  sales  and  the  aisposicion  made  of  the 
proceeds,  if  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  or  into  the 
Treasury,  where  and  by  whom  it  was  drawn  out, 
when  it  was  so  drawn,  and  what  was  done  with  the 

Eroeeeds.  He  is  directed  to  state  how  much  money 
as  been  spent  by  his  Department  and  the  hareaus 
thereof  since  the  30th  day  of  June.  1865,  in  addiUon 
to  the  amounts  appropriated  by  Congress  for  the 
service  of  the  several  fiscal  years  commencing  Jaly 
1, 1865." 

A(Ver  keeping  the  resolution  a  week,  the 
Secretary  of  War  sent  us  an  answer,  saying 
that  he  conld  not  give  the  information  re- 
quired, or  that  he  wonld  not  do  it,  unless  we 
made  an  appropriation  of  $82,000  to  enable 
him  to  hire  other  clerks  for  the  work;  and 
that  it  would  take  from  one  to  nine  months' 
time  to  give  us  the  informatioa  as  to  what 
property  had  been  sold  by  the  different  bu- 
reaus. But  at  the  same  time  he  was  very 
positive  in  the  statement  that  while  property 
bad  been  sold,  *'in  immense  quantities,  at 
public  and  private  Si^,"  it  had  been  done 
*4n  strict  accordance  with  the  statutes." 

When  I  first  made  the  proposition  this  win- 
ter for  the  inquiry  as  to  sales  made  by  the 
Navy  Department  the  distinguished  gentleman 
from  Massachusette,  [Mr.  Cawis,]  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
said  to  me  in  the  debate  that  sprang  up  that 
I  might  go  and  look  through  the  books  of  the 
Department  for  myself,  and  that  I  conld  there 
ascertain  the  facts  as  well  as  anybody  else*  But 
when  we  receive  the  answer  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  a  similar  resolution,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  not  having  deigned  to  notice  us, 
it  appears  that  to  furnish  the  information 
woula  require^  in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretaiy, 
an  appropriation  of  $82,000,  and  such  a  force 
of  clerks  as  that  amount  wonld  pay.  Yet  I 
was  told  that  by  going  and  looking  at  the  books 
I  could  find  out  for  myself.  The  sales  must 
have  been  immense  indeed  if  it  takes  that 
much  time  and  money  to  tell  what  has  been 
sold  and  what  has  been  done  wi^  the  money, 
which  is  all  either  I  or  any  member  of  this 
House  asks  to  know.  The  magnitude  of  the 
transactions  only  makes  it  the  more  important 
for  us  to  be  fally  advised  concerning  them. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navr  has  had  iTor  more 
than  a  month  a  similar  resolution  of  the  House 
in  his  possession  calling  for  a  corresponding 
statement  of  facts  as  to'  his  Department,  and  he 
has  not  even  condescended  to  tell  us  as  much 
as  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  Secretary  of  War 
sent  what  I  did  not  consider  a  respectful  answer 
to  the  House,  but  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
has  not  even  condescended  to  notice  the  reso- 
lution sent  to  him  by  the  House  at  all. 
Gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  who  have  spoken 
for  the  last  few  years  as  to  the  amounts  ex- 
pended by  the  Department,  all  undertake  to 
claim — ^and  I  can  turn  to  the  speeches  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 


the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfikld,]  and 
others  to  prove  what  I  state — that  the  expend- 
itures in  these  Departments  had  been  in  strict 
accordance  with  appropriations  all  the  time, 
and  have  always  ignored  all  charges  against 
them  on  account  of  sales  of  property. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
will  allow  me  to  say  that  I  do  not  remember 
to  have  made  any  general  statement  of  my 
approval  of  the  appropriations  by  these  De- 
partments. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  will  read  it  to  the  gentleman 
in  the  course  of  the  five-minntes  debate,  when 
we  take  np  the  bill.  I  have  not  his  speech 
before  me  at  this  moment.  When  I  was  charg- 
ing that  unexpended  balances  had  been  spent 
in  addition  to  the  appropriations,  and  when 
the  gentleman  from  Wisoonsin  (Mr.  Wash- 
burn)  was  making  objection  to  that  statement, 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfibu^]  came 
to  his  aid  in  a  speech,  making  a  very  plausible 
statement,  which,  while  it  was  wide  of  the 
mark,  was  very  well  pat. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  gkbd  to 
know  it  was. 

Mr.  BECK.  Passing  from  that,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, the  object  I  have  in  saving  anything  now  i;i 
to  insist  that  this  House  shall  require  the  inform  • 
ation  it  has  called  for ;  that  it  shall  demand  it 
both  from  the  Navy  and  the  War  DepMirtment, 
before  we  put  any  more  money  in  their  hands. 
I  read  from  the  finance  report  of  1870,  page 
80,  to  show  that  Congress  appropriated  for  the 
War  Department  in  the  year  1865,  $1,080,- 
690,400 ;  for  the  year  1866,  $283,154,676 ;  for 
the  year  1867,  $95,224,415;  for  the  year  1868, 
$128,246,640;  for  the  year  1869,  $78,501,990; 
for  the  year  1870,  $57,655,475;  for  the  year 
1871,  $29,590,986 ;  and  from  the  book  of  esti- 
mates furnished  by  the  Secretary  for  1871. 
$29,590,936 ;  and  for  theyear  1872,  $28,035,849. 
The  appropriations  fov  the  Navy  Department 
were,  in  1865,  $122,617,484;  in  1866,  $43,- 
285,662;  in  1867,  $81,034,011 ;  in  1868,  $25,- 
776,502;  in  1869,  $20^000,757;  in  1870,  $21.- 
780)229;  and  the  appropriation,  as  shown  in 
the  Secretary's  book  of  estimates  for  1871,  i> 
$19,851,846,  and  for  1872,  $19)784,717. 

In  order  to  show  that  thero  is  goed  reason 
for  demanding  the  inforpaation  which  it  seems 
we  cannot  get  from  the  heads  of  the  Depart- 
ments, I  propose  to  call  attention  to  the  re- 
ports of  two  of  the  heads  of  bureaus  in  the 
War  Department,  showing  that  they  have  sold 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  the 
amount  of  over  sixty  million  dollars ;  and  as  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Diceet] 
said  to-day,  until  we  passed  the  law  of  July. 
1870,  not  a  dollar  of  all  the  money  raised  from 
the  proceeds  of  these  sales  was  ever  paid  into 
the  TreasutT  of  the  United  States,  but  wa»ali 
spent,  in  addition  to  the  appropriations — spent 
in  a  way  that  Congress  knew  nothing  o€^  and 
never  will  know,  unless  we  persist  in  demand- 
ing full  and  and  explicit  answers  to  the  ques- 
tions propounded  in  the  resolution  which  I 
introduced.  I  have  always  doubted  the  au- 
thority of  Departments  to  use  the  proceeds  of 
sales  of  public  property  without  a  reappro- 
priation  of  the  money  by  Oon^ss. 

The  Constitution  provides  in  article  one, 

section  nine,  that — 

**  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treamir 
but  in  oottseqaoneo  of  apprmNriatioBS  mad«  by  law. 
and  a  regular  statement  and  aooount  of  the  reeeipta 
and  expenditnres  of  all  public  money  shall  be  pub- 
lished raom  time  to  time." 

The  money  obtained  from  the  sale  of  horse5, 
mules,  wagons,  arms,  clothing,  and  ships  is 
just  as  much  the  property  of  the  United  States 
as  the  money  in  the  pockets  of  the  people, 
and  yet  during  all  the  years  to  which  my  reso- 
lutions relate,  that  public  property  was  sold, 
and  the  proceeds  spent  without  any  appropria- 
tion by  Congress  and  without  the  Kepresenta- 
tives  of  the  people  -knowing  anything  about 
what  was  done  with  it. 

If  you  will  turn  to  the  reports  of  the  bureau 
officers  in  1866-^7,  you  will  find  that  the  Quar- 
termaster General  says  in  his  report  dated 
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October,  1866,  page  47  of  the  volnme  contain- 
ing report  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  second 
session  Thirty- Ninth  Congress,  there  has  been 
reported  as  received  from  the  sale  of  property 
from  June  30,  1865,  to  June  30, 1866,  the  sum 
of  $30,478,579  44. 

The  chief  of  ordnance,  in  his  report  dated 
October  23, 1866,  (see  same  volume,  page  668,) 
states  that  the  amount  received  since  Jane 
30,  1865,  by  his  bureau,  principally  from  ^e 
sale  of  arms,  was  $1,079,937  73. 

The  Quartermaster  General  in  his  report, 
dated  September  30,  1867,  (see  page  524  of 
volume  containing  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,)  stated  the  amount  received  ft-om 
.^les  of  property  for  the  year  ending  June  30) 
1867,  at  $8,442,918  28. 

On  page  529  of  his  report  he  says : 

**  In  this  connection  it  may  be  proper  to  state  that 
the  sales  of  public  aiumals  since  the  dote  of  active 
ho«tiUties  in  1865  amonnt  to  the  sum  of  916,246.- 
716  46." 

The  chief  of  ordnance,  in  his  report  dated 
October  19, 1867,  pace  607,  shows  the  receipt 
from  sale  of  arms,  £c.,  since  June  30,  1866, 
$432,200  23. 

The  Quartermaster  General,  in  his  report 
dated  October  20,  1868,  (see  volume  contain- 
ing report  of  Secretary  of  War  to  third  session 
Fortieth  Congress,  page  807,)  says : 

"  Amount  deposited  to  credit  of  appropriations  on 
account  of  sales  and  requisitions  canceled  durinc 
the  fiscal  year  1868,  I5,841,2!?0  61." 

On  page  817  he  says: 

"Dnrinff  the  past  year  the  sales  of  surplus  and 
damaged  cIothiuR  and  equipage  have  produced  the 
feum  of  $3,994,631  66,  which  has  been  deposited  in  the 
Treasury  to  the  credit  of  the  appropriations." 

And  he  proceeds  to  show  that  gratuitous 
issues  of  clotbing  had  been  made  to  all  the  in- 
mates of  all  the  regularly  constituted  Soldiers' 
Homes,  &c. 

The  chief  of  ordnance,  in  his  report  dated 
October  19, 1868,  (see  same  volume,  page  990,) 
shows  that  $2,380,767  26  had  been  received 
from  sales  of  arms,  &c. 

The  Quartermaster  General,  in  his  report, 
October  20,  1869,  (see  volume  one.  Secretary 
of  War^s  report  to  second  session  Forty- First 
Confess,  page  206,)  shows  sales  of  property 
in  his  bureau  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1869,  of  $1,071,213  96. 

The  chief  of  ordnance,  in  his  report  of  Octo- 
ber 19,  1869,  (see  same  volume,  page  439,) 
reports  receipts  from  sale  of  arms,  &;o.,  of 
$1,872,967  66. 

The  Quartermaster  General,  in  his  report, 
October  11, 1871,  (volnme  one,  page  144,  re- 
port of  Secretary  of  War,  third  session  Forty- 
First  Congress,)  shows  the  sales  of  property 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1870, 
$1,039,264  96. 

This  report  shows,  on  page  149,  that  the 
amonnt  agreed  to  be  paid  for  rolling  stock  and 
railroad  materials  wnich  had  been  sold  by 
the  qaartermaster's  bureau  to  different  rail- 
road companies,  amounted  Juno  30,  1870,  to 
$9,291,111  01,  of  which  there  had  been  then 
paid  $4,644,688  33,  and  there  was  still  owing 
ai  that  date  $4,646,522  X>8. 

On  page  151  the  report  says : 

"Five  steaoiers,  eisrht  schooners,  sloops,  and 
barges  owned  by  the  Department  have  been  em- 
ployed at  a  cost  of  $132,565  75.  Two  of  the  steamers 
and  three  of  the  sailing  vessels  have  been  sold 
d  vine  the  year  for  $11,310.' 

Rather  a  low  price,  as  it  strikes  me. 

The  chief  of  ordnance,  in  his  report  of  Octo- 
ber 25,  1871,  (same  volume,  page  287,)  reports 
the  sale  of  arms,  &c.,  as  amounting  during  the 
iiscal  vear  to  $2,167,202  82. 

And  on  page  292  of  the  rep  ort  he  says : 

"The  department  has  been  selling  for  several 
years  the  arms  and  other  stores  that  are  of  obsolete 
patterns  and  otherwise  unfit  for  issue  to  troops. 
More  than  1.340,000  stand  of  small -arms  have  been 
sold  since  the  oloie  of  the  war,  850,000  of  them 
within  the  present  month,  at  sood  nriees.  Should 
the  demand  f5r  arms  and  other  munitions  continue 
.  as  mt  present,  the  department  will  be  able  in  a  short 
time  to  dispose  of  the  greater  part  of  its  surplus 
stores.  It  is  very'  desirable  that  this  should  be  done, 
jm  the  stores  are  unsuited  to  onr  wants,  and  the 
expense  of  keeping  and  preserving  them  Is  very 


great.   The  sales  since  the  1st  of  July,  1870.  to  the 

S resent  date,  amonnt  to  about  five  million  six  hun- 
red  thousand  dollars.'' 

The  Quartermaster  Qeueral,  in  his  last  re- 
port, dated  October  19, 1871,  page  125,  sajrs  the 
total  sales  of  military  clothing  and  equipage 
of  this  department  since  June  30,  1870,  real- 
ized the  sum  of  $1,875,728  84. 

The  chief  oIl  ordnance,  in  his  report  dated 
October  24,  1871,  page  250,  states  the  amonnt 
received  from  sale  of  arms,  &c.,  since  June  30, 
1870,  at  $9,960,895  97. 

Mr.  KBKR.     When  was  that? 

Mr.  BECK.  Since  July,  1870.  The  date 
of  that  report  from  which  I  read  the  extract 
is  October  25,  1870.  The  big  sale  to  Reming- 
ton was  made  on  the  13th  of  October,  as  gen- 
tlemen will  remember.  He  goes  on  to  show 
that  he  is  disposing  of  those  arms  as  fast  as  he 
can,  because  of  the  European  demand,  not 
Baying  directly  that  the  arms  were  going  to 
France,  but  ioiimatiog  it  very  strongly.  lie 
knew  on  the  day,  if  not  at  the  minute  when 
the  contract  was  made,  that  Remington  was 
the  agent  of  the  French  Government.  And 
the  subseonent  delivery  of  the  arms  to  a  man 
who  was  Known  at  the  time  of  the  delivery 
to  be  an  agent  of  the  French  Government  ren- 
ders the  executive  department  of  this  Gov- 
ernment jpaWicejw  eriminis  in  that  whole  trans- 
actios,  just  as  much  as  if  there  had  been  no 
contract  made  before  the  time  of  the  delivery. 
If  the  Government  had  not  intended  to  take 
part  in  that  matter  by  the  sale  and  delivery  of 
these  arms,  it  would  have  said  to  Remington, 
''  We  have  learned  since  yo«  contracted  withns 
for  arms  a  fact  which  you  wrongfully  and 
fraudulently  concealed  from  us.  You  are 
the  agent  of  the  French  Government.  If  yon 
had  told  US  the  truth  we  would  not  have  sold 
arms  to  you ;  and  now,  that  we  have  found  it 
out,  you  cannot  have  them ;  our  honor  as  a 
nation,  onr  obligation  as  a  neutral,  alike  for- 
bid it."  That  was  the  plain  dut^  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, but  it  did  not  perform  it. 

The  oificers  of  the  War  Oepariment  delivered 
these  arms  with  a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts, 
and  in  that  way  ideatified  themselves  in  the  war 
in  favor  of  the  French  and  against  Germany  just 
as  thoroughly  as  though  they  had  taken  an 
active  part  in  open  belligerent  acts.  In  his 
last  report,  dated  October  24,  1871,  the  chief 
of  the  Ordnance  Bureau  speaks  of  the  matter 
again,  using  the  following  language : 

**  During  the  last  tseai  year  there  existed  a  great 
demand  in  Burepe  for  small-arms  and  other  ord- 
nance stores,  and  this  Department  took  advantage 
of  it.  and  sold,  at  fair  prices,  about  ten  million  dol- 
lars' worth  of  small-arms  and  other  ordnance  stores, 
under  authority  siven  by  Oongress  in  July.  1866." 

Tbe  demand  in  Europe  referred  to  was  of 
course  the  war  between  France  and  Germany, 
which  the  Department  took  advantage  of  wrong- 
fully, in  violation  of  the  solemn  obligation  of  the 
Government,  as  I  contend.  For  the  same  year 
the  Quartermaster  General  realized  from  the 
sales  in  his  department  the  sum  of  $1,875,000. 

If  gentlemen  will  examine  into  the  sales  by 
these  two  bureaus  alone,  leaving  out  the  mil- 
lions squandered  on  the  Freedmen's  Bureau, 
saying  noting  of  captured  and  abandoned 
property  (so  called)  taken  from  the  sonthcm 
people,  omitting  the  reports  of  the  Burgeon 
General,  who  sold  all  hospital  propertv,  leav- 
ing out  all  the  other  bureaus  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, taking  only  what  I  have  been  able  to 
gather,  in  looking  over  these  books,  in  regard 
to  those  two  bureaus,  and  the  sales,  even  at 
their  own  prices,  foot  up*  as  follows : 

Jin-feivcd  by  the  Quart*  nnavfer^a  Bureau, 

1866 830.470.57^)44 

1867 a.442,913  28 

1867 16,246.716  46 

1868 - 5,841,270  61 

1869 -., 1.071.264  96 

1870 1.089.264  96 

1870 9,291.111  01 

1871 1.875.728  84 

169.286,793  56 
It  is  possible  that  the  proceeds  of  horses  and 


mules  are  partly  embraced  in  the  first  large 
item. 

Received  hy  the  Bureau  of  Ordnance, 

1866 $1.07»,«37  73 

1867 432.200  2i 

1868 2.330.767  26 

1869 1.372.967  66 

JS? .„ 2,187,202  82 

l«n ^ 9.9fl0.886  97 

S17,343.971  67 

That  foots  up  in  those  two  bureaus  of  the  War 
Department  atone  the  sum  of  $86,680,770  28— 
if  I  have  not  stated  it  correctly  I  have  furnished 
tl\e  data  to  correct  the  statement ;  my  exam- 
ination, of  course,  was  hurriedly  made — of 
which  not  one  dollar  of  the  amount  received 
before  June  30,  1870,  was  ever  paid  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  accounted 
for  in  any  way,  except  as  they  saw  fit  to  pay 
off  the  claims  of  friends  in  such  manner  as 
suited  them.  What  I  assert  is  that  vast  sums 
of  money  have  been  spent  in  addition  to  the 
appropriations  we  have  made,  instead  of  being 
I)aid  into  the  Treasury  to  be  held  subject  to 
future  appropriations.  Then  the  Secretary  of 
War  says  that  he  cannot  or  will  not  furnish 
information  to  this  House  relative  to  what  has 
been  done  by  his  Department,  whether  under 
Mr.  Stanton  or  any  other  Secretary,  and  asks 
us  to  make  a  further  appropriation  for  that 
Department.  I  hope  we  will  refase  to  do  it 
until  he  obeys  the  order  of  Congress. 

I  consider  it  an  insult  to  this  House,  and  we 
will  not  do  ourselves  justice  if  we  do  not  re- 
fuse to  appropriate  another  dollar  to  carry  on 
that  Department,  until  he  tells  us  what  has 
become  of  all  the  money  arising  from  sales  of 
property  belonging  to  our  constituents,  not 
only  in  these  two  bureaus  of  his  Department, 
in  regard  to  which  I  have  been  able  to  make 
some  examination,  but  in  every  other  bureau 
of  that  Department  during  the  time  covered 
by  the  resolution. 

I  have  not  had  time  to  look  up  the  various 
reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  his 
bureau  officers  which  may  bear  upon  this  sub* 
jcct ;  for  I  did  not  know  until  last  evening  that 
this  subject  would  come  up  to-day,  or  mat  I 
would  have  a  chance  to  say  a  word.  I  searched 
as  far  as  I  could  last  night,  and  the  facts  so 
ascertained  I  have  given  to  the  House.  But  1 
find  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  tells  us  in 
his  last  report  that  he  has  only  one  hundred 
and  seventy- nine  ships  of  all  classes,  a  very 
large  proportion  of  them  being  unfit  for  use ; 
that  the  nfty-two  monitors,  now  out  of  com- 
mission, are  all  valueless  as  ships  of  war,  being 
laid  u|)  principally  at  League  Island,  where, 
being  m  fresh  water,  they  will  rust  out  more 
slowly  than  in  salt  water  j  they  might  as  well 
be  sunk  in  the  mud  to  make  a  foundation  for 
the  grand  proposed  navy-yard  there. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  Executive  Document  No. 
280,  of  the  second  session  of  the  Fortieth  Con- 
gress, being  a  report  made  upon  a  call  from 
this  House  ^s  to  the  number  of  vessels  that  hud 
been  bought  and  sold,  and  from  this  report  it 
appears  that  at  that  time  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment had  sold  three  hundred  and  sixty- Uiree 
ships  since  the  close  of  the  war.  Where  has 
the  money  received  from  those  sales  gone  ?  It 
never  was  paid  into  the  Treasury,  so  far  as  I 
am  advised.  I  must,  however,  do  Mr.  Welles 
the  justice  to  say  that  in  looking  over  one  of 
his  reports  to-day  I  see  that  he  notified  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  he  had  under 
his  control  $65,000,000,  I  presume  received 
as  the  ^)roceeds  of  sales,  or  which  had  been 
appropriated  and  not  used,  which  he  thought 
should  go  to  the  surplus  fund  in  the  Treasury. 
I  hope  it  did  go  there.  If  it  did,  so  far  well. 
I  am  advised  by  gentlemen  on  this  side  that  it 
did  go  there. 

There  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  any  of  the 
proceeds  of  sales  made  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment ever  went  into  the  Treasury ;  and  I 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  with  certainty 
whether  the  $65,000,000  of  which  Mr.  Welles 
speaks  went  there  or  not.     My  friend  from  New 
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York  [Mr.  Cox]  advises  me  of  the  fact  now, 
Bud  I  believe  it,  though  I  am  told  it  was  not 
proceeds  of  sales,  but  simply  an  old  appro- 
priation not  used  to  that  extent. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  propose  to  go  much  further 
into  details.  In  Executive  Document  No.  837, 
for  the  year  1868,  it  will  be  found  that  the 
War  Department  had  a  large  number  of  ships 
which  had  been  bought  in  the  last  year  or  so 
of  the  war,'Some  of  them  built  on  the  western 
rivers,  which  had  cost  $912,000,  but  which 
were  sold  before  the  oldest  was  two  years  old, 
and  the  aggregate  received  for  them  was  less 
than  $140,000.  So  ships  that  have  cost  the 
Government  three  or  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  as  the  tables  in  that  exhibit  show, 
have  been  sold  for  the  merest  trifle,  almost 
given  away ;  and  we  are  not  told  (except  in 
the  form  of  reports  which  are  thrown  aside 
without  reading)  anything  about  the  matter. 
We  are  not  only  not  called  upon  to  reappro- 
priate  the  money,  but  are  snubbed  if  we 
venture  to  ask  what  has  been  done  with  it. 
Truly,  the  Representatives  of  the  people  have 
come  to  be  lightly  esteemed  by  the  imperious 
gentlemen  in  the  Cabinet  when  such  things 
can  be  done. 

I  might  go  on  showing  the  abuses  in  this 
direction,  but  1  do  not  propose  to  consume 
further  time  in  doing  so.  What  I  have  already 
stated  exhibits  the  flagrant  abuses  of  the  War 
Department  in  this  regard  ;  it  is  on  the  subject 
of  the  expenditure  of  the  proceeds,  more  than 
anything  else,  that  that  Department  is  afraid  to 
have  us  investigate.  The  sums  obtained  in  the 
two  Departments  I  have  looked  into  somewhat, 
from  the  sales  of  horses,  mules,  ships,  guns, 
clothing,  railroads,  &c.,  amount  in  my  opin- 
ion to  over  eighty  million  dollars,  according 
to  even  the  feeble  tracing  which  1  have  been 
able  to  make,  and  must  be  over  a  hundred 
millions,  I  have  no  doubt,  when  all  the  bureaus 
are  included. 

The  only  pretense  that  this  money  has  been 
paid  out  legitimately  that  1  have  ever  heard 
of,  is  that  It  has  been  paid  out  upon  claims 
against  the  Department.  How  is  that  done  ? 
If  gentlemen  will  look  into  this  matter  they 
will  find  that  favorites  and  retainers,  men 
hanging  around  the  Departments,  have  got 
from  one  half  to  three  fourths  of  the  money, 
the  honest  claimants  never  getting  more  than 
twenty-five  or  fifiy  per  cent,  of  their  claims. 
When  a  man  has  filed  a  claim,  however  just 
it  may  be,  all  that  need  be  done,  unless  the 
practice  of  the  Department  has  materially 
improved  lately,  is  lor  some  pimp,  spy,  or  pet 
to  say,  **That  claim  ought  not  to  pass;  the 
claimant  is  disloyal,'*  or  make  any  other  ob- 
jection that  suits  his  purpose.  On  almost  any 
pretext  the  claim  is  thrown  aside.  When  the 
claimant  who  has  fully  proved  his  case  goes  to 
the  Department  he  is  told,  '^  Objection  is 
made  to  your  claim.'*  He  asks,  *^  Who  makes 
the  objection  ;  what  is  the  nature  of  the  ob- 
jection?" The  answer  is,  ^^It  is  against  the 
rules  of  the  Department  to  tell  ydli."  So  he 
is  unable  to  find  out  who  has  objected  or 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  objection.  All  he 
can  discover  is  that  he  cannot  ^et  his  money. 
The  fellow  who  made  the  objection  finds  some 
stool-pigeon  to  advise  the  claimant  that  he 
knows  how  the  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  claim  can  be  removed.  Of  course, 
under  the  circumstances,  the  claimant  is  ready 
to  say,  ^'  I  will  give  you  one  half  or  three 
fourths  of  the  amount  if  you  will  secure  the 
payment  of  the  claim.  I  cannot  get  anything ; 
not  even  tind  out  what  the  obstacle  is."  An 
arrangement  of  that  kind  is  made,  and  the 
very  man  perhaps  who  made  the  objection 
goes  to  the  Department,  has  the  objection 
removed,  and  receives  one  half. or  three 
fourths  of  the  money.  AH  over  the  country 
you  will  find  that  this  is  the  history  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  proceeds  of  these  sales 
have  been  paid  out,  so  far  as  they  have  been 
paid  out.  Yet)  when  Congress  comes  to  in- 
quire what  has  been  done  with  the  money. 


we  can  get  no  information.  We  know  we 
have  never  reappropriated  it  The  Depart- 
ment says,  *'All  the  expenditures  we  have 
been  making  have  been  out  of  the  amounts 
Congress  has  given  us  and  charged  us  with." 

When  we  ask  them  to  explain  it  to  us  they 
say  it  costs  too  much  to  give  the  information. 
It  did  not  cost  too  much,  however,  to  spend 
the  money.  The  only  legitimate  excuse  they 
make  is  this.  Take  the  last  year  of  the  war 
for  example ;  of  course  the  appropriation  was 
large;  it  was  $1,070,000,000  for  the  War 
Department  alone.  When  I  say  to  one  of  these 
gentlemen,  '^  What  has  become  of  all  the 
horses,  all  the  mules,  all  the  wagons,  all  the 
clothing,  and  all  the  guns  you  had,"  I  %m  told 
that  they  have  been  all  sold.  '*  Why,  then,  do 
you  notput  the  money  into  the  Treasnnr?"  The 
answer  is,  **We  have  been  chaived  with  it 
once  already ;  and  if  it  be  placed  back  into 
the  Treasury,  and  reappropriated  to  us,  it  will 
then  be  a  double  charge  against  us  for  the 
same  thing." 

They  turn  back  to  1865  and  say  we  were 
charged  with  over  one  thousand  million  dollars 
then,  and  when  we  sell  $600,000,000  of  the 
property  purchased  with  the  $1,000,000,000, 
if  that  money  were  to  be  put  back  into  the 
Treasury  and  reappropriated,  to  that  extent 
there  would  be  a  aouble  charge  against  that 
Department.  But  even  admitting  that,  it  does 
not  relieve  the  men  who  have  squandered  all 
of  this  money  from  the  responsibility  which 
properly  attaches  to  them  in  their  official  posi- 
tions ;  nor  are  they  less  guilty  of  extravagance 
or  corruption  when  either  exists,  because  the 
money  wrongfully  ased  arises  from  the  sale  of 
public  property,  than  they  would  be  if  they 
took  the  money  out  of  the  Treasury. 

Let  as  see  what  there  is  in  this  excuse. 
Suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  had  an  estate 
upon  which  I  was  willing  to  spend  $6,000  a 
year  in  having  it  ornamented  and  improved. 
I  put  a  man  in  charge  of  it  five  years  ago,  and 
placed  $6,000  in  his  hands,  and  gave  him 
$6,000  more  in  order  that  he  might  stock  the 
place  with  mules  and  horses.  Very  well.  I 
charge  my  farm  with  $10,000.  He  spends 
$6,000  in  improving  on  the  place,  in  orna- 
menting it,  &c.,  and  $6,000  in  the  purchase 
of  stock  to  graze  upon  it.  My  farm  is  charged 
with  $10,000.  Three  years  afterward  1  employ 
another  man,  and  I  pay  him  $6,000  a  year  to 
keep  it  up,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  I  find 
that  he  has  spent  that  $6,000,  and  beside  has 
sold  all  the  stock  put  there  by  the  former  man- 
ager, withoat  making  any  return  of  the  proceeds 
to  me,  and  after  doing  so  boasts  of  his  econ- 
omy, because  my  books  show,  while  it  cost  me 
an  outlay  of  $10,000  five  years  ago,  they  now 
show  only  an  outlay  of  $6,000  a  year  to  run 
the  estate. 

That  is  all  very  true,  Mr.  Chairman ;  bat  he 
has  spent  not  only  the  $6,000  I  gave  him.  but 
has  squandered  in  addition  all  the  proceeds  of 
the  stock,  which  had  cost  $6,000  to  purchase. 
In  fact,  he  has  spent  $10,000,  although  the 
books  may  show  he  has  only  drawn  from  me 
$6,000,  while  the  man  employed  before  he 
came,  although  charged  upon  the  books  with 
$10,000,  in  reality  spentonly  $6,000.  And  that, 
Mr.  Chairman,  is  precisely  the  way  they  answer 
us  at  the  War  Department,  and  that  is  pre- 
cisely the  way  the  people  of  the  country  have 
been  deluded  by  pretenses  of  economy  by  all 
the  branches  of  the  present  Administration. 
They  ought  to  be  compelled  to  tell  Congress 
what  has  becgme  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
property  of  the  people  which  they  have  sold  ; 
the  servant  is  not  above  his  master,  nor  the 
agent  above  his  principal.  I  contend  that 
every  official,  from  the  highest  to  the  lowest, 
ought  to  be  held  to  the  most  rigid  respons- 
ibility in  all  matters  of  public  trust,  and  all 
attempts  to  evade  or  shun  a  full,  open,  and 
frank  exhibit  should  be  denounced. 

The  money  belongs  to  the  people.  It  is  the 
property  of  the  people ;  it  belongs  to  your  con- 
stituents and  to  mine,  who  are  to-day  taxed  to 


death  in  order  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  War  Department  have  sold 
over  one  hundred  million  dollars  of  the  poblie 
property,  and  that  money  ought  to  have  gone 
into  the  Treasury,  there  to  remain  until  reap- 
propriated by  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple; and  yet  they  have  gone  on  pretending 
that  the^  have  been  carrying  on  the  Depart- 
ment without  exceeding  the  appropriations 
made  by  Congress,  when  in  truth  and  fact 
they  have  been  squandering  $100,000,000  ia 
addition,  in  ways  that  Congress  and  the  peo- 
ple know  nothing  of. 

It  will  not  do,  Mr.  Chairman,  for  any  man 
on  either  side  of  this  House  to  allow  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  or  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
or  the  head  of  any  other  Department  of  the 
Government  to  withhold  legitimate  informa- 
tion as  to  what  has  become  of  the  money 
received  from  the  proceeds  of  any  property. 
The  people  should  know  what  has  become  of 
it.  When  you  tax  the  people,  they  should 
know  what  becomes  of  their  money  after  they 
have  paid  it.  If  the  head  of  the  Department 
or  his  subordinates  are  not  trustworthy,  the 
people  will  require  the  Administration  to  fill 
their  places  with  other  men  who  are  trust- 
worthy, or  else  they  will  drive  out  of  power 
the  party  which  insists  upon  retaining  in  office 
any  such  men. 

1  do  not  say  that  the  present  Secretary  of 
War  or  that  any  of  his  subordinates  have  done 
wrongful,  corrupt  acts;  but  I  do  say  they 
have  withheld  legitimate  information  which 
would  enable  as  to  know  whether  they  have 
or  not,  and  to  enable  us  to  know  what  has  be- 
come of  the  people's  money,  and  who  are  to 
be  held  responsible  for  its  being  squandered. 
I  hold  that  neither  the  President  nor  his  Sec- 
retaries nor  any  of  his  subordinates  are  above 
the  representatives  of  the  people,  and  when  they 
are  called  upon  for  legitimate  information,  prop- 
erly and  respectfully,  on  matters  vitally  affect- 
ing the  interests  of  onr  constituents,  it  ia  their 
duty  to  see  to  it  that  it  shall  be  promptly  given, 
no  matter  what  the  cost.  And  whenever  it  is 
withheld,  I  will  endeavor  to  withhold  appro- 
priations from  men  who  refuse  it  as  the  only 
means  I  have  of  coercing  them  to  do  what  it  is 
their  plain  duty  to  do  and  to  do  promptly. 

Mr.  WHITTHORNE  proceeded  to  addre^5 
the  House.  [His  remarks  entire  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Appendix.]  Before  concluding 
he  yielded  to 

Mr.  ELDREDGE,  who  said:  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  will  yield  to  me,  i  will 
move  that  the  committee  rise,  for  the  purposts 
of  moving  an  acyournment. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  hope  not  I  hope  the 
debate  will  run  at  least  antil  a  quarter  to  five 
o'clock. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  will  not  get  through  in  that  time. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  He  has  only  fitteen  minutes 
more. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  we  shall 
go  on  with  the  discussion. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  It  is  now  half  past  four 
o'clock,  and  there  is  not  a  quorum  in  the 
House  evidently. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  has  but  fifleen  minutes  more  ; 
let  him  go  on  and  finish  his  speech. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  He  prefers  to  make  his 
speech  to-morrow,  and  I  certainly  prefer  to 
hear  him  to- morrow.     I  insist  on  my  motion. 

The  question  was  put  on  Mr.  Eldredgk's 
motion ;  and  there  were — ayes  sixty-nine,  noes 
not  counted. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  understand 
that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  prefers  to 
conclude  his  speech  to-morrow,  and  I  there* 
fore  withdraw  further  opposition  to  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  Eldredge^s  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose ;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Ran- 
dall reported  that  the  Committee  of  tho 
Whole    on    the    state    of  the    Union    had, 
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according  to  order,  had  under  considera- 
tion the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1541)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the 
year  ending  June  80,  1878,  and  had  come  to 
uo  resoiation  thereon. 

RBPORTIMO  THB  DBBAT£S. 

Oq  motion  of  Mr.  EELLEY,  by  unanimons 
consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  681)  to  provide  for 
reporting  and  printing  the  debates  of  Con- 
gress  was  taken  up,  and  the  House  insisted 
upon  its  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  agreed  to  the  conference  asked  by 
the  Senate  upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  thereon. 

Mr.  KELLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  request  of  the  Senate  was  agreed 
to ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  only. 
I  stated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  not  sent  any  response  to 
my  resolution.  I  understand  that  one  has 
come  in  to-day,  and  I  desire  to  correct  that 
statement. 

CORUB8P0NDBNCB  WITU  OBNBRAL  BMORY. 

The  SPEAKER,  bv  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  March  8, 1872,  in  relation  to  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  War  Department  and  General 
Emory,  commanding  the  United  States  military 
forces  in  Louisiana :  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

MRS.  ANN  MARBLE. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
relation  to  the  claim  of  Mrs.  Ann  Marble  on 
account  of  depredations  alleged  to  have  been 
committed  b^  the  Cheyenne  Indians  in  1864; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

QBOLOOICAL  SURVEY  OV  TUB  TBRRITORIBB. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in 
relation  to  an  appropriation  for  the  expenses 
of  continuing  the  geological  survey  of  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  during  the  ensu- 
ing year ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ELECTION  CONTEST — ROGERS  VS.  SNYDER. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  additional  papers  in  the 
contested-election  case  of  Rogers  rs.  Snyder, 
from  the  second  congressional  district  of  Ark- 
ansas ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections. 

LBAVB  OF  ABSXNCB. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Twichbll  until  Tuesday  next, 
and  to  Mr.  Holman  for  ten  days. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  GARFIELD, 
of  Ohio,  the  House  (at  four  o'clock  and  twenty- 
eight  minutes  p.  m.)  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
com  mittees  * 

By  Mr.  ARCHER:  The  petition  of  Mrs. 
Ann  R.  Voorhees,  for  pension. 

By  Mr.  AV  ERILL :  The  petition  of  soldiers 
and  sailors,  honorably  discharged  from  the 
Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for 
equal) 2»tion  of  bounties. 

By  Mr.  BEATTY:  The  petition  of  B.  A. 
H.  Drake,  of  Kiniprston  Center,  Delaware 
coonty.  Ohio,  and  60  others,  soldiers  in  the 
late  war,  asking  that  all  honorably  discharged 
soldiers  and  heirs  of  those  that  are  deceased 
be  allowed  $8  33}  per  month  for  the  time 
served,  deducting  Government  bounty  hereto- 
fore paid]  alsoy  asking  for  an  amendment  of 


the  tweuty-fiflh  section  of  the  act  approved 
July  16,  1870. 

By  Mr.  COBURN :  The  petition  of  28  sol- 
diers of  Morgan  county,  Indiana,  asking  for  a 
grant  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
to  each  soldier,  without  the  condition  of  set- 
tlement. 

By  Mr.  CROSSLAND:  The  petition  of 
Bishop  &  Hunt  and  others^  manufacturers,  of 
Paducah,  Kentucky,  praying  for  a  uniform 
tobacco  tax. 

By  Mr.  DARRALL:  The  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Louisiana,  for  extension  of  the  provis- 
ions of  act  approved  February  28,  1871,  enti- 
tled '^  An  act  to  amend  the  enforcement  act,'* 
to  the  whole  State  of  Louisiana,  in  order  to 
secure  to  the  people  a  fair  and  peaceable  elec- 
tion. 

By  Mr.  HANCOCK:  The  memorial  of 
Charles  F.  Bailey,  asking  reduction  of  post- 
age on  partially  printed  paper. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND:  The  petidon  of 
Harrison  Morris,  Joseph  Ritter,  C.  S.  Mc- 
Clelland, Hiram  J.  Rogers,  and  28  others,  sol- 
diers of  the  late  Union  Army  and  citizens  of 
Qreene  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  a  bill  allowing  $8  38}  per  month  to 
every  honorably  discharged  soldLer. 

Bv  Mr.  McCRARY:  The  petition  of  F.  O. 
Walker,  editor  of  the  Bloomfield  Democrat, 
and  E.  T.  White,  editor  of.  the  Bloomfield 
Republican,  of  Bloomfield,  iowa,  praying  the 
repeal  of  all  duties  on  printing  type,  paj^er, 
ink,  and  other  material,  and  on  the  materials 
used  in  their  manufacture. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  ci^r* makers  of  the 
first  congressional  district  ofiowa,  praying  an 
amendment  of  the  law  imposing  internal  tax 
upon  cigars  and  ci|^  manufacturers. 

Bv  Mr.  McKEE :  The  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Enterprise,  Mississippi,  asking  a  land  grant 
for  the  New  Orleans  and  Northeastern  rail- 
road. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  the  Le^slature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  in  behalt  of  a  grant  of 
land  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Gulf  and 
Ship  Island  railroad. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Susan  Wilson,  of 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  asking  payment  for 
damages  done  and  property  taken  by  the 
Union  Army. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  D.  Wilson,  of 
Vicksburg,  Mississippi,  for  payment  of  claim 
as  a  loyaF citizen. 

Also,  the  petition  for  mail  route  from  Shoo- 
bata,  Mississippi,  to  Brookhaven,  Mississippi. 

Also,  the  petition  for  mail  rente  from  Bol- 
ton, Mississippi,  to  Brownsville,  Mississippi. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Washington 
county,  Mississippi,  for  mail  route  from  Green- 
ville, Mississippi,  to  Rolling  Fork,  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  NIBLACK :  The  memorial  of  Eliza- 
beth Bates,  widow  of  William  Bates,  late  of 
Evansviile,  Indiana,  praying  remuneration  for 
the  destruction  of  her  property  during'  the  late 
war. 

By  Mr.  PRINDLE:  The  petition  of  cigar- 
makers  residing  in  the  nineteenth  congres- 
sional district  of  New  York,  for  the  repeal  or 
amendment  of  section  eighty-two  of  the  internal 
revenue  law,  representing  that  it  bears  very 
hard  on  the  small  manufacturer  and  practical 
cigar-maker;  that  the  former  find  the  greatest 
difficulty  in  procuring  the  bonds,  and  comply- 
ing with  the  other  requirements  of  the  law,  and 
that  great  numbers  of  them  are  debarred  from 
practicing  their  legitimate  business  as  inde- 
pendent men. 

By  Mr.  £.  H.  ROBERTS :  The  petition  of 
citizens  of  Oneida  county.  New  York,  against 
the  reduction  of  the  duties  on  wool. 

By  Mr.  SLOCUM  :  The  petition  of  Thomas 
Has  lam. 

By  Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia :  The  petitions 
of  N.  H.  Woodward,  of  Butts  county;  of 
Charles  W.  Thomas,  of  Fulton  county ;  and 
of  John  T.  Ransom,  of  Spalding  county, 
Georgia,  asking  the  removal  of  their  political 
disabilities. 


By  Mr.  SWANN :  The  memorial  of  Snsan 
W.  Marshall,  praying  for  the  passage  of  an 
act  placing  her  name  on  the  pension-rolls. 

By  Mr.  WALDRON:  The  petition  of  Mrs. 
Alice  Dryer,  of  Detroit,  widow  of  Major 
Hiram  Dryer,  twenty-second  United  States 
infantry,  asking  for  balance  of  pay  claimed  to 
be  due  her  husband. 

By  Mr.  WHITELEY.  The  memorial  of 
certain  citizens  of  Georgia,  asking  that  a  monu- 
ment be  erected  over  the  remains  of  fourteen 
thousand  Union  soldiers  who  died  and  are 
buried  at  Anderson vi lie,  in  the  State  of 
Georgia. 

IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  March  22,  1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
man, D.  D. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  Jour- 
nal of  yesterday's  proceedings. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  move  to  dispense  with  the 
reading  of  the  Journal,  for  the  purpose  of  tak- 
ing up  the  bill  which  I  got  up  one  day  last 
week  and  which  I  attempted  to  get  up  yester- 
day morning.  I  hope  I  may  succeed  in  getting 
it  up  this  morning. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  asks  unanimous  consent 
that  the  reading  of  the  Journal  be  dispensed 
with,  and  that  the  Senate  take  u|>  the  bill, 
subject  to  the  morning  business,  which  he  had 
unanimous  consent  to  consider  some  days 
since,  but  which  was  superseded  by  remarks 
of  Senators  in  the  nature  of  personal  explan- 
ations.    Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
to  allow  me  about  a  minute  for  a  personal 
explanation  after  he  gets  up  his  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Pennsvlvania  gave  up  the  morning  hour  some 
days  since,  when  this  bill  was  up  by  unanimous 
consent,  to  personal  explanations,  and  he  now 
asks  that  he  may  be  allowed  to  take  up  the  bill 
to  make  up  for  that  time. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  shall  not  occupy  more 
than  three  minutes. 

Mr.  SCOIT.  If  the  bill  is  taken  up,  I  will 
yield  to  the  morning  business  and  any  personal 
explanation  that  will  not  take  time. 

Mr.  COLE.    What  is  the  bill? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  one  which  I  attempted 
to  call  up  yesterday,  and  which  the  Senator 
desired  to  examine,  and  I  hope  he  has  exam- 
ined it  since. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  had  but  little  time  to 
do  BO,  and  it  is  a  bill  of  very  great  importance. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  objects. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  This  is  an  important  bill,  and 
as  it  affects  the  public  interests  I  will  ask  that 
an  early  day  be  fixed  for  its  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Unless  the  read- 
ing of  the  Journal  be  dispensed  with,  the  Sec- 
retary must,  proceed  with  it. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  If  there  is  no  desire  to 
have  the  Journal  read,  I  move  to  dispense  with 
its  reading,  and  ask  the  Senate  to  consider  the 
bill  (H.  K.  No.  1980)  relating  to  proposals 
and  contracts  for  transportation  of  the  mails 
and  for  other  purposes.  It  is  very  important 
that  there  should  be  earl^  action  on  this  bill. 
It  is  a  bill  regulating  mail  contracts. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  the  reading  of  the  Journal  will  be 
dispensed  with,  and  the  Senator  from  Minnesota 
asks  unanimous  consent  to  take  up  the  bill  in 
regard  to  straw  bids,  the  Chair  understands. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.    That  is  the  proposition. 

Mr.  CASSEHLY.  It  makes  a  f^reat  dea^ 
of  difficulty  for  uncontested  bills  irom  com- 
mittees when  these  arrangements  are  made, 
because  it  gives  a  bill  which  may  give  rise  to 
debate  the  preference  over  all  others. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
that  this  bill  refers  to  what  may  be  called 
straw  bids,  and  the^lettings  will  take  place 
early  in  April. 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  But  if  the  Sena- 
tor objects,  the  Joarnal  must  be  read. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  am  simply  appealing  to 
him  to  know  whether  he  will  not  withdraw  his 
objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  object  to  dispensing  with 
the  reading  of  the  Joarnal? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.    No,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  farther  reading  of  the  Joarnal 
will  be  dispensed  with.    It  is  dispensed  with. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  consent  to  make 
a  personal  explanation  which  will  not  occupy 
more  than  two  or  three  minutes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan  desires  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.     The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  it  has 
been  represented  that  my  colleague  and  my- 
self, in  our  opposition  to  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Chicago  Tribune,  did  not  fairly  repre- 
sent the  views  of  our  constituents.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  four  resolutions  passed  unanimously 
by  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  every  indi- 
vidual in  both  houses  having  voted  for  them. 
They  are  in  the  following  words : 

"  Whereas  the  lumber  interest  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  is  one  of  very  great  importance,  directly 
to  a  large  number  of  our  citizens,  and  indirectly  to 
the  whole  Commonwealth ;  and  whereas  there  is  now 
ponding  before  Congress  a  bill  known  as  *  the  Chi- 
cafTO  relief  bill/ which  discriminates  unjustly  against 
this  branch  of  Michiean  industry;  and  whereas  the 
said  lumber  interrat  has  suffered  as  seriously  by  the 
late  fires,  in  proportion  to  the  capital  invested,  as 
has  the  city  of  Chicago :  Therefore. 

Resolved^  (the  senate  concurring.)  That  our  Sen- 
ators in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Represent- 
atives requested,  to  ^e  all  proper  means  to  prevent 
said  Chicago  relief  bill  from  becoming  a  law." 

These  resolutions  passed  the  house  and  the 
senate  of  Michigan  unanimously.  I  merely 
make  this  explanation  as  due  to  my  colleague 
and  myself,  to  show  that  we  did  represent  the 
views  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  aud  of  the 
whole  State,  in  our  opposition  to  thepassage 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Chicago  Tribune. 

PKTITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  As  the  Territories 
have  no  representative  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  Chair  has  been  asked  by  several  hun- 
dred women  of  Utah  to  present  a  petition, 
which  he  holds  in  his  hand,  which  opens  as 
follows  :  **  We,  your  petitioners,  residents  of 
the  Territory  of  Utah,  the  mothers,  sisters, 
and  wives  of  her  loyal  citizens,  appeal  to  you 
in  the  name  of  justice  and  humanity  not  to 
withdraw  your  protection  from  us.  Our  sole 
dependence  is  upon  you."  It  is  signed  by 
several  hundred  women,  giving  the  number  of 
years  they  have  resided  in  the  Territory. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  While  as  a  rule  I  believe 
I  have  almost  uniform! jr  opposed  the  print- 
ing of  memorials  from  private  individuals,  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  that  Territory,  it  seems 
to  me,  demands  that  that  rule  should  be  de- 
parted from  in  this  instance.  The  Senate  is 
fiimiliar  with  the  condition  of  the  laws  and 
the  condition  of  affairs  there.  Here  is  a  peti- 
tion presented  by  more  than  fonr  hundred  of 
the  loyal  women  of  that  Territory.  They  say 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  signers  have  been 
residents  of  Utah  and  members  of  the  Mor- 
mon chnrch  for  many  years,  and  numbers  of 
them  have  a  personal  and  very  bitter  experi- 
ence of  the  practical  workings  of  polygamy. 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  petition. 
The  petitioners  give  a  deeply  interesting  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  affairs  there,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  information  which  they 
give  ns  ought  not  only  to  be  given  to  the  Sen- 
atej  bat  to  the  world.  I  move  that  the  peti- 
tion be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  petition  will  be  printed  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  presented  four  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  that  the  provis- 
ions of  an  act  to  enforce  the  rights  of  citizens 


of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the  several 
States  of  the  Union,  and  for  other  purposes, 
be  extended  over  that  State;  which  were 
teferred  to  the  Committers  on  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Indiana  State  Temperance  Alliance,  in  HnTor 
of  an  amendment  to  the  oath  of  office  requir- 
ing the  person  taking  it  to  ab^in  from  all 
intoxicating  drinks ;  whicli  Was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  three  memorials  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  New 
York,  engs^ed  in  the  manufactare  of  earthen- 
ware, stoneware,  Ac,  remonstrating  against 
the  proposed  reduction  of  t^e  duty  on  earthen- 
ware and  stoneware ;  also  praying  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  imposing  a  specific  duty  of  seven 
dollars  per  ton  on  all  foi^eigB  eafthenward. 
stoneware,  clay  draiin  or  sewer- pipes,  ana 
chimney-flues,  and  a  duty  of  cine  dollars  per 
ton  on  the  bends,  branches,  and  other  fittings 
of  such  pipes  and  fines,  and  a  duty  of  ten  dol- 
lars per  ton  en  all  foreign  clay  chimney-tops ; 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  OSBORN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  New  Orleans,  Florida,  and 
Havana  Steamship  Company,  and  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans,  praying  an 
appropriation  for  straightening  and  deepening 
the  channel  at  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys,  Florida  \ 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce 

Mr.  POMEROY  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Kansas,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  praying  legislation  to  give 
all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  served 
honorably  and  were  discharged  after  such  ser- 
vice, and  their  heirs,  if  deceased,  $8  83}  per 
month  for  the  time  served,  deducting  Govern- 
ment bounty  heretofore  paid ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WINDOM  presented  seven  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Minnesota,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  praying  Congress  to 
pass  an  act  giving  to  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and 
marines  who  had  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  $8  83}  per  month  for  the  entire 
time  served,  deducting  all  Govemmisnt  bounty 
heretofore  paid  :  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  LOGAN  presented  a  memorial^of  work- 
ers in  the  Union  rolling-mill,  citizens  of  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  who  remonstrate  against  a 
change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are 
successfully  produced  in  this  country;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  t!ie  tabic. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  remonstrating  against  a 
change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  snch  articles  as  are 
successfully  .produced  in  this  country,  and  for 
a  repeal  of  all  duties  upon  tea  and  coffse; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  John  B. 
Tucker,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Thad. 
Potter,  chief  musician  of  the  twenty-fourth 
United  States  infantry,  praying  that  the  rank 
and  title  of  chief  musician  in  the  regular  Army 
be  that  of  a  commissioned  officer  in  the  regu- 
lar Army;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  John  6. 
Nixon,  first  lieutenant  and  regimental  quarter- 
master of  the  twenty- fourth  United  States  in- 
fantry, asking  that  tne  rank  and  title  of  chief 
musician  in  the  regular  Army  be  that  of  a 
commissioned  officer  in  the  regular  Army,  and 
that  that  rank  be  conferred  upon  one  Thad. 
Potter ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  from  grocery 
men  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  praying  that  any  law 
repealing  the  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee  may 
not  take  effect  until  at  least  ninety  days  afler 


its  enactment ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Illinois,  late  officers  in  the  forty-eiglith  regi- 
ment Illinois  volunteers,  asking  that  a  pension 
be  granted  to  the  heirs  of  Joshua  C.  Alaxey, 
deceased,  from  the  date  of  his  death ;  which 
was  re^rred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  1^  pub- 
lisher of  the  Ledger,  of  Clay  c^ttttty,  Illinois, 
asking  that  section  one  boadred  and  sixty-two 
of  the  postal  code  bill  be  so  amended  that 
persons  known  as  regular  publishtrs  and  deal- 
ers in  newspapers  and  periodicals  may  receive 
by  mail  such  quantities  of  «vtfaer  as  they  may 
require  in  bulk,  whether  wholly  or  in  part 
printed,  and  pay  the  postage  thereon  as  re- 
ceived at  the  same  rates  pro  rata  as  regular 
subscribers  to  pubiieations  Wetgliing  four 
ounces  who  pay  quarterly  in  advance ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  letter  of  W.  Reavis. 
of  Evansville,  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  boun- 
ties, &c.  I  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented,  the  petition  of  Wolff  & 
Brown,  of  New  York  city,  prayins  compensa- 
tion for  two  horses  ownea  by  £em,  which 
were  pressed  into  the  service  of  tire  ixorern- 
ment  by  Colonel  Thomas  Moonliight,  com- 
mander of  the  Colorado  militairy  district  iD 
1865;  which  was  reiferred  to  thee  {Committee 
on  Military  Affiiira. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  1  present  the  petition  of 
R.  W.  Edmondson,  late  clerk  of  the  United 
States  district  court  of  Mississippi,  and  keeper 
of  the  books  and  records  of  the  land  office  at 
Pontotoc,  Mississippi.  He  ^vas  clerk  at  the 
tfme  of  the  outbreaK  of  the  rebelUoa,  and  he 
continued  clerk  of  that  court  up  to  the  periud 
the  rebellion  failed.  He  sets  forth  the  &vt. 
that  he  removed  the  books  and  records  of  thf. 
land  office  at  Pontotoc  from  place  to  place, 
and  expended  very  considerable  sums  of  money 
in  preserving  them.  He  presents  tlie  certifi- 
cate of  the  district  judge  tnat  the  records  were 
Sroperly  kept,  aud  that  his  accounts  are  just. 
[c  prays  for  compensation  for  services  as 
keeper  of  the  books  and  records  of  the  land 
office  at  Pontotoc  from  April  1,  1861,  to  June 

4,  1866,  aud  for  expenses  paid  for  their  trans- 
portation. I  move  the  retoreace  of  the  i>eti- 
tion  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  presented  a  petition  of 
a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city 
of  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  asking  for  a 
return  of  the  cotton  tax ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  New  York,  praying  that  if  it  law  abol- 
ishing the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee*  be  passed 
it  shall  not  take  effect  until  at  least  ninety  day^ 
after  its  enactment ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
N.  Jackson,  praying '  an  extension  of  letters- 

Eatent  granted  to  her  late  husband,  Timothy 
^  Jackson,  for  a  new  and  useful  annunciator 
or  bell  telegraph ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents. 
Mr.  LOGAN  presented  the  petition  of  R. 

5.  Brown  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  asking  Congress  to  pass  an  act  facilita- 
ting internal  commerce  by  incorporating  them 
under  the  name  and  title  of  the  Grand  Inter- 
national Division  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers  :  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce, 

^  Mr.  EDMUNDS  presented  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  Samuel  A.  Wilkins :  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HILL  presented  the  petition  of  George 
S.  Fisher,  late  consul  at  Kanagawa,  Japan. 

E raying  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  loss  snstainea 
y  him  by  fire  of  a  law  library  and  other  valu- 
ables in  November,  1866  |  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
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Um.  rANNY  KKLLT. 

Mr.  BUCKINOHAM.  The  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  18)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Fanny  Kelly, 
have  directed  me  to  report  it  back  to  tho  Sen- 
ate wi^hoat-amendtnent,  accompanied  by  a  very 
brief  report,  and  I  willaak  fbr  the  present  con - 
aideratioQ  of  the  bill.  The  report  is  very 
short,  and  I  think  it  will  not  take  two  minutes 
to  dispose  of  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PBBSIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
read  subject  to  objection  or  to  a  demand  for 
the  regular  order. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill.  It  directs 
the  |>ayiDent  to  Mrs.  Fanny  Kelly  of  $5,000, 
in  iiill  for  property  taken  and  destroyed  by  the 
Sioux  Indians  in  the  year  1864,  which  sum  is 
to  be  taken  from  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
whidi  is  due  or  which  may  become  due  the 
Brul6,  the  Ogallalla,  the  Sans- Arc,  and  the 
Minneconjon  bands  of  Sioux  Indians,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  which  jnay  be  due  the 
several  bands  herein  named. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  any  Sena- 
tor desire  to  have  the  report  read  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Yes,  sir;  I  desire  to  hear 
the  report  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  report : 

The  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  wan 
referred  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Fanny  Kelly,  praying 
for  compensation  for  losses  snstained  by  tneaestnio- 
tion  of  property  by  the  Sionx  Indians*  submit  the 
following  report : 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1864  Mrs.  Kelly,  with 
her  husband  and  family*  started  from  Allen  county, 
Kansas,  for  Montana.  They  took  with  them  all 
their  property,  which  consisted  of  horses,  wagons, 
cattle,  wearing  apparel,  and  a  variety  of  merchan- 
dise. On  the  12th  of  July,  while  near  Fort  Laramie, 
the  train  was  attacked  by  the  Bioox  Indians,  five  of 
the  emigratinc  party  were  killed,  all  their  property 
was  taken  or  aestroyed.  and  Mrs.  Kelly  taken  cap- 
tire  and  detained  nearly  five  months,  during  which 
time  she  suffered  great  cruelty  at  their  hands.  Her 
husband  is  now  dead,  and  she  presents  a  detaiied 
account  of  property  destroyed,  which,  although 
made  from  memory,  yet  in  the  leading  articles  and 
in  the  amount  is  declared  to  be  correct. 

Accompanying  the  account  is  a  statement  signed 
by  Spotted  Tail,  Swift  Bear,  and  other  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  the  Bml6  Sioux;  by  Red  Cloud  and 
other  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  Ogallallas;  by  Lit- 
tle Swan,  and  others,  warriors  of  the  Minnecoa- 
jons  and  Bans- Arcs,  bands  of  Sioux  Indians,  in 
which  they  certify  to  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  affi- 
davit of  Mn.Keli^.  and  acknowledge  the  justness 
of  the  elaim  against  them,  and  request  that  the 
amount  set  forth  in  Mrs.  Kelly's  statement  be  paid 
her  out  of  any  money  now  due,  or  which  may  be- 
come due  them  by  annuities  or  by  any  appropria- 
tion made  by  Congress.  Certificates  aocomDanjy 
their  request,  signed  by  their  interpreters,  which 
state  that  they  were  present  when  the  statements 
were  signed  by  the  chiefs  and  warriors,  and  they 
were  fully  explained  by  them  before  they  were 
signed.  The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  see  that  rf  couple  of 
years  ago  we  gave  this  lady  $5,000  in  connec- 
tioD  with  this  same  affair,  perhaps  for  another 
purpose,  that  this  report  does  not  seem  to 
refer  to.  I  therefore  hope  my  friend  will 
allow  the  bill  to  go  over  until  we  can  look 
into  it. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  beg  leave  to  make 
a  single  statement  in  regard  to  that.  The 
appropriation  made  to  Mrs.  Kelly  two  years 
ago  was  for  an  entirely  different  purpose.  That 
waii  for  information  given  to  the  United  States 
Government  by  which  property  worth  some- 
thing like  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  was 
•^ved  to  the  Government.  This  is  for  loss  of 
property  sustained  by  her,  taken  bv  Indians, 
and  at  their  request  it  is  to  be  paid,  if  at  all, 
out  of  money  which  may  be  appropriated  for 
them. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Whatever  moneys  we 
appropriate  for  Indians  come  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, unlewi  we  owe  it  to  them  for  lands  we 
have  bought  or  in  extinguishing  their  titles. 
That  being  the  case,  ana  we  having  already 
provided  $5,000  for  this  lady  in  the  same 
transaction,  as  I  think  it  was,  although  I  do 
not  remember  particularly,  I  think  we  had 
better  ooneider  a  little  what  funds  of  the  In- 
dians we  have  oat  of  which  this  may  be  paid 
before  we  pass  the  bill  in  haste.  I  therefore 
hope  it  will  go  over. 


Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  This  is  for  an  entirely 
different  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  objects,  and  the  bill  wiii  be  placed  on 
the  Calendar. 

MRS.  IfUANGBiS  A.  m'kIMNBT. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  wbom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1866)  for  therelief  of  Mrs.  Prances  A. 
McKinney,  have  directed  mc  to  report  it  back 
with  an  amendment.  It  is  a  bill  that  will  take 
but  a  moment,  and  if  the  Senate  will  allow  it 
to  be  considered  now,  I  think  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  it. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  directs  the  payment,  out  of 
any  appropriation  heretofore  or  hereafter  to 
be  made  for  the  payment  of  salaries  and 
expenses  of  the  judges  and  courts  of  the 
United  States,  to  Mrs.  Frances  A.  McKin- 
ney, widow  and  relict  of  John  M.  McKinney, 
late  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court 
for  the  southern  district  of  Florida,  who  died 
of  yellow  fever,  October  13,  1871,  contracted 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  the  full 
amount  of  one  year's  salary  of  the  office  held 
by  her  husband  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported 
the  bill  with  an  amendment  to  add  at  the  end 
of  the  bill  *'  less  the  amount  already  paid." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.*  It 
was  ordered  that  the  amendment  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

WINONA  AND  ST.  PETBR's  BAIL&OAD. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  reported  some  time 
since  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Winona  and  St.  Peter's 
Railroad  Company.  It  will  take  but  a  moment 
to  pass  it,  and  I  trust  the  Senate  will  act  upon 
it  now.  There  is  a  very  brief  report  which  can 
be  read  if  it  is  desired. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  iu 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  710)  to  refund  certain 
duties  paid  by  the  Winona  and  St.  Peter's 
Railroad  Company.  It  directs  the  refunding  to 
the  Winona  and  St.  Peter's  Railroad  Company, 
in  gold,  of  $3,424  28,  being  the  additional 
duties  paid  by  them  on  railroad  iron  under  the 
joint  resolution  entitled  *'  A  joint  resolution  to 
mcrease  temporarily  the  duties  ou  imports," 
approved  April  29,  1864. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  have 
that  bill  explained. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  a  very  brief 
report  which  will  explain  it  iu  fewer  words 
than  I  can.  The  bill  has  already  passed  the 
Senate  once  before ;  but  the  report  will  explain 
it  fully. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  report 
submitted  by  Mr.  Shekxax  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  ou  the  29th  of  February  last : 

The  Committee  on  Finaooe,  to  whom  was  referred 
Senate  bill  No.  TlO^ntitled  '*  A  bill  to  refund  cerUin 
duties  paid  by  the  Winona  i^nd  St.  Peter's  Railroad 
Company,"  report: 

Tfaiat  the  foots  in  regard  to  ibis  bill  were  stated  in 
ft  previous  report  of  this  eommittee,  whioh  is  made 
a  part  of  this  report  and  are  concarred  in.  as  follows : 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  of  the  Winona  and  6l  Peter's  Rail- 
road Company,  an  incorporation  of  the  State  of 
Minnesota,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  find  that  this  company  imported  in  the  faU  of 
1863  five  fanudred  tons  of  railroad  iron,  which  was 
landed  in  New  York  and  shipped  for  Milwaukee 
under  bond  to  pay  the  duty  then  imposed  by  law 
within  sixty  days,  the  time  allowed  for  its  transit. 
By  the  usual  course  of  navigation  it  should  have 
arrived  at  Milwaukee  that  fall ;  but  by  the  early 
closing  of  navigation  it  was  detained  at  Oswego.  It 
seems  from  the  papers  on  file  that  theoomoany  made 
various  efi'orts  to  pay  the  duty  both  at  Milwaukee 
and  New  York :  but  the  collector  at  each  port  refosed 
to  receive  the  duties  while  the  iron  was  in  tratuitu. 
The  duty  was  then  $13  50 per  ton.  Subsequently  by 
the  Joint  resolution  of  April  29, 18&I.  duties  on  im- 

Sorted  goods  were  increased  fifty  per  cent,  for  sixty 
ays,  thus  imposing  a  duty  on  this  iron  of  $21  25per 
ton,  while  by  the  general  tariff  aot  which  took  effect 


July  1, 1B64«  the  duty  on  railroad  iron  was  sixty  oeats 
per  one  hundred  pounds,  or  $13  44  per  ton.  The  iron 
arrived  at  Milwaukee  on  the  2lBt  of  June,  1864,  and 
in  addition  to  the  duty  imposed  by  law  when  the  iron 
arrived  in  New  York  there  was  imposed  an  addi- 
tional duty  under  the  joint  resolution  of  the  sum  of 
$3,424  28,  which  sum  was  paid  by  the  petitioners 
under  protest. 

"Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  addi- 
tional duty  provided  for  by  the  Joint  resolution  of 
April  29. 18o4.  was  not  applicable  to  goods  actually 
in  tramitu  within  the  United  States  and  under 
bonds  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  apeeifio 
rate  of  duty  then  imposed  by  law.  At  all  events, 
your  committee  think  it  inequitable  upon  the  facts 
stated  to  exact  the  increased  duty  when  the  import- 
ation was  complete  before  the  passage  of  the  Joint 
resolution,  and  when  parties  interested  had  ten- 
dered the  duties  imposed  by  law  and  were  guilty  of 
no  laohes." 

The  committee  recommend  the  passaco  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS,  Has  this  bill  been  re- 
ported before  Bt  this  session,  or  recommitted  7 

Mr.  SHEBMAN.  The  bill  was  reported 
two  or  three  years  ago,  during  the  last  Con- 
gress, and  passed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  has  it  been  reported 
at  this  session  7 

Mr.  SHERMAN..    Gertainlv. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    How  did  it  get  up  now 7 

Mr.  SHEBMAN.  I  asked  to  have  it  taken 
up. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  thought  it  was  reported 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  SHEBMAN.  It  was  reported  by  me 
the  other  day.  It  has  already  passed  the  Sen- 
ate once  before,  but  was  not  acted  upon  by 
the  House,  and  now  it  has  been  again  reported 
at  this  session. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

RIOUARD  B.  CRAW70BD. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  The  Com- 
mittee ou  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (H.  B.  No.  622)  granting  a  pension  to 
Bichard  B.  Crawford,  bave  oirected  me  to 
report  it  back,  with  an  amendment,  and  rec- 
ommend its  passage ;  and  I  ask  for  its  imme- 
diate consideration. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  place  on  the  pension-roll,  subject 
to  the  provibions  and  limitations  of  the  pension 
laws,  Uie  name  of  Bichard  B.  Crawford,  and 
to  pav  him  a  second  lieutenant's  pension  from 
the  date  of  allowance  of  his  pension  by  the 
Pension  Bureau. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  in  lines 
seven  and  eight  tlie  wor^s  ^'allowance  of  his 
pension  by  the  Pension  Bureau ''  and  to  insert 
*^  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  It 
was  ordered  that  the  amendment  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  to  report 
favorably  the  bill  (S.  No.  324)  to  extend  the 
j^rovisions  of  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the 
hnal  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  the 
States  of  Florida,  Xiouisiana,  and  Missouri, 
and  for  other  purposes,''  and  I  ask  for  its  pres- 
ent consideration. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  have 
the  bill  explainet*.  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  It  simply  provides  an 
extension  of  time  for  the  adjustment  of  certain 
land  claims  in  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Flor- 
ida, and  Missouri,  for  three  years.  It  was  a 
bill  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana, [Mr.  Kellogg.] 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    What  kind  of  claims? 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  will  state  for  the  satis- 
faction of  my  friend  from  Vermont  that  this  is 
a  bill  extending  an  act  approved  the  22d  of 
June,  1860,  providing  that  certain  private  land 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  But  if  the  Sena- 
tor objects,  the  Journal  must  be  read. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  am  frimply  appealing  to 
him  to  know  whether  he  will  not  withdraw  his 
objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  object  to  dispensing  with 
the  reading  of  the  Joornal  ? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.    No,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  farther  reading  of  the  Jonrnal 
will  be  dispensed  with.    It  is  dispensed  with. 

PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  consent  to  make 
a  personal  explanation  which  will  not  occupy 
more  than  two  or  three  minntes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan  desires  to  make  a  personal 
explanation.     The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  it  has 
been  represented  that  my  colleague  and  my- 
self) in  our  opposition  to  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  Chicago  Tribune,  did  not  fairly  repre- 
sent the  views  of  our  constituents.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  four  resolutions  passed  unanimously 
by  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  every  indi- 
vidual in  both  houses  having  voted  for  them. 
They  are  in  the  following  words : 

"  Whereas  the  lumber  interoat  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  is  one  of  very  great  importauco.  directly 
to  a  large  number  of  our  citizens,  and  indirectly  to 
the  whole  Commonwealth ;  and  whereas  there  is  now 
pending  before  Congress  a  bill  known  as  '  the  Chi- 
ca|^  relief  bill/  which  diacriminates  unjustly  against 
this  branch  of  Michigan  industry :  and  whereas  the 
said  lumber  interest  has  suffered  as  seriously  by  the 
late  fires^in  proportion  to  the  capital  invested,  as 
has  the  city  of  Chicago :  Therefore, 

Beaolved,  (the  senate  concurring.)  That  our  Sen- 
ators in  Congress  be  instructed,  and  our  Represent- 
atives requested,  to  \ise  all  proper  means  to  prevent 
said  Chicago  relief  bill  from  becoming  a  law.'' 

These  resolutions  passed  the  house  and  the 
senate  of  Michigan  unanimously.  I  merely 
make  this  explanation  as  due  to  my  colleague 
and  myselfy  to  show  that  we  did  represent  the 
views  of  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  of  the 
whole  State,  in  our  opposition  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Chicago  Tribune. 

PKTITIONS  AND  MBMORIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  As  the  Territories 
have  no  representative  on  the  floor  of  the  Sen- 
ate, the  Chair  has  been  asked  by  several  hun- 
dred women  of  Utah  to  present  a  petition, 
which  he  holds  in  his  hand,  which  opens  as 
follows  :  "  We,  your  petitioners,  residents  of 
the  Territory  of  Utah,  the  mothers,  sisteirs, 
and  wives  of  her  loyal  citizens,  appeal  to  you 
in  the  name  of  justice  and  humanity  not  to 
withdraw  your  protection  from  us.  Our  sole 
dependence  is  npon  you."  It  is  signed  by 
several  hundred  women,  giving  the  number  of 
years  they  have  resided  in  the  Territory. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  While  as  a  rule  I  believe 
I  have  almost  uniformljf  opposed  the  print- 
ing of  memorials  from  private  individuals,  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  that  Territory,  it  seems 
to  me,  demands  that  that  rule  should  be  de- 
parted from  in  this  instance.  The  Senate  is 
nimiliar  with  the  condition  of  the  laws  and 
the  condition  of  aflfairs  there.  Here  is  a  peti- 
tion presented  by  more  than  four  hundred  of 
the  loyal  women  of  that  Territory.  They  say 
that  a  large  majority  of  the  signers  have  been 
residents  of  Utah  and  members  of  the  Mor- 
mon church  for  many  years,  and  numbers  of 
them  have  a  personal  and  very  bitter  experi- 
ence of  the  practical  workings  of  polygamy. 
My  attention  has  been  called  to  the  petition. 
The  petitioners  give  a  deeply  interesting  state- 
ment of  the  condition  of  affairs  there,  and  it 
seems  to  me  that  the  information  w^ich  they 
^ve  us  ought  not  only  to  be  given  to  the  Sen- 
ate, but  to  the  world.  I  move  that  the  peti- 
tion be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  petition  will  be  printed  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Territories. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  presented  four  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  that  the  provis- 
ions of  an  act  to  enforce  the  rights  of  citizens 


of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the  several 
States  of  the  Union,  and  for  other  purposes, 
be  extended  over  tbat  State;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  a  resolntioa  of  the 
Indiana  State  Temperance  Alliance,  in  ftvor 
of  an  amendment  to  the  oath  of  office  requir- 
ing the  person  taking  it  to  ab^in  from  all 
intoxicating  drinks ;  whick  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  three  memorials  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  New 
York,  engaged  in  the  mannfactore  of  earthen- 
ware, stoneware,  Ac,  remonstrating  againet 
the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  on  earthen- 
ware and  stoneware ;  also  praying  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  imposing  a  specific  duty  of  seven 
dollars  per  ton  on  all  foreign  earthenward. 
stoneware,  clay  draim  or  sewer- pipes,  ana 
chimney- flues,  and  a  duty  of  nine  dollars  per 
ton  on  the  bends,  branches,  and  other  fittings 
of  such  pipes  and  fines,  and  a  duty  often  dol- 
lars per  ton  on  all  forei^  clay  chimney- tops ; 
which  were  ordered  to  he  on  the  table. 

Mr.  OSBORN  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
proprietors  of  the  New  Orleans,  Florida,  and 
Havana  Steamship  Company,  and  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans,  praying  an 
appropriation  fbr  straightening  and  deepening 
the  channel  at  the  port  of  Cedar  Keys,  Florida  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  POMEROY  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Kansas,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  praying  legislation  to  give 
all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  served 
honorably  and  were  discharged  after  such  ser- 
vice, and  their  heirs,  if  deceased,  $8  83}  per 
month  for  the  time  served,  deducting  Govern- 
ment bounty  heretofore  paid ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WINDOM  presented  seven  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Minnesota,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  praving  Congress  to 
pass  an  act  giving  to  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and 
marines  who  had  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States.  $8  88 J  per  month  for  the  entire 
time  served,  deducting  all  Government  bounty 
heretofore  paid  :  wh^  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  LOGAN  presented  a  memorial^of  work- 
ers in  the  Union  rolling-mill,  citizens  of  Chi- 
cago, Illinois,  who  remonstrate  against  a 
change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are 
successfully  produced  in  this  country ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Chicago,  Illinois,  remonstrating  against  a 
change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are 
successfully  .produced  in  this  country,  and  for 
a  repeal  of  all  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  John  B. 
Tucker,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Thad. 
Potter,  chief  musician  of  the  twenty-fourth 
United  States  infantry,  praying  that  the  rank 
and  title  of  chief  musician  in  the  rep^lar  Army 
be  that  of  a  commissioned  officer  in  the  regu- 
lar Army;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  John  6. 
Nixon,  first  lieutenant  and  regimental  quarter- 
master of  the  twenty-fburth  United  States  in- 
fantry, asking  that  the  rank  and  title  of  chief 
musician  in  the  regular  Army  be  that  of  a 
commissioned  officer  in  the  regular  Army,  and 
that  that  rank  be  conferred  upon  one  Thad. 
Potter;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  from  grocery 
men  of  Peoria,  Illinois,  praying  that  any  law 
repealing  the  duties  npon  tea  and  coffee  may 
not  take  effect  until  at  least  ninety  days  afler 


its  enactment ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Illinois,  late  officers  in  the  forty-eighth  regi* 
ment  Illinois  volunteers,  asking  that  a  pension 
be  granted  to  the  heirs  of  Joshua  C.  Maxey, 
deceased,  from  the  date  of  his  death ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  4iie  pub- 
lisher of  the  Ledger,  of  Clay  c^fWkXy^  IDinois, 
asking  that  section  one  hundred  and  sixty-two 
of  the  postal  code  bill  be  so  ameBded  that 
persons  known  as  regular  puUiahers  and  deal- 
ers in  new8pi4>er8  and  periodicals  may  receive 
by  mail  such  quantities  of  either  as  they  may 
require  in  bulk,  whether  wholly  or  in  part 
printed,  and  pay  the  postage  thereon  as  re- 
ceived at  the  same  rates  pro  rata  as  regular 
subscribers  to  publications  weighing  four 
ounces  who  pay  qmrterly  in  advance ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Comnittee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  letter  of  W.  Reavig. 
of  Evansville,  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  boon- 
ties,  &c.  j  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented,  the  petition  of  Wolffs 
Brown,  of  New  York  city,  prayine  compensa- 
tion for  two  horses  owned  by  raem,  which 
were  pressed  into  ihe  service  of  tfa«  Govern- 
ment by  Colonel  Thomas  Moonloght,  com- 
mander of  the  Colorado  militsry  district  io 
1866;  which  was  reiferred  to  ihtc  Committee 
on  Military  Affiiirs. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  present  the  petition  of 
R.  W.  Edmondson,  late  clerk  of  the  United 
States  district  court  of  Miswimiippi,  end  keeper 
of  the  books  and  records  of  the  land  office  at 
Pontotoc,  Mississippi.  He  ^vas  clerk  at  the 
time  of  the  outbreaK  of  the  rebelUoo,  and  he 
continued  clerk  of  that  court  up  to  the  period 
the  rebellion  failed.  He  sets  forth  the  Xkvi 
that  he  removed  the  books  and  recordis  of  th«- 
land  office  at  Pontotoc  from  place  to  place, 
and  expended  very  considerable  sums  of  mone> 
in  preserving  them.  He  presents  the  certih- 
cate  of  the  district  judge  that  the  records  were 

Sroperly  kept,  and  that  his  accoanta  are  just. 
[c  prays  for  compensation  for  aervices  a^ 
keeper  of  the  books  and  records  of  the  land 
office  at  Pontotoc  from  April  1,  1861,  to  June 

4,  1860,  and  for  expenses  paid  for  Uieir  trans- 
portation. I  move  the  reiareace  of  the  peti- 
tion to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

The  miction  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  presented  a  petition  of 
a  committee  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city 
of  Columbia,  South  Carolina,  asking  for  a 
return  of  the  cotton  tax ;  which  wa.s  refcrrcd 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  a  petition  of  citi 
zens  of  New  York,  praying  that  if  a  law  abol- 
ishing the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee'  be  passed 
it  shall  not  take  effect  until  at  least  ninety  daj.s 
af^r  its  enactment ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
N.  Jackson,  praying  an  extension  of  letters- 

Satent  granted  to  her  late  husband,  Timothy 
K  Jackson,  for  a  new  and  useful  annunciator 
or  bell  telegraph ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents. 
Mr.  LOGAN  presented  the  petition  of  K. 

5.  Brown  and  others,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  asking  Congress  to  pass  an  act  facilita- 
ting internal  commerce  by  incorporating  them 
under  the  name  and  title  of  the  Grand  Inter- 
national Division  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  presented  papers  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  Samuel  A.  Wilkins ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  HILL  presented  the  petition  of  George 
S.  Fisher,  late  consul  at  ^anagawa,  Japan, 
praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  the  loss  sastained 
by  him  by  fire  of  a  law  librarv  and  other  valu- 
ables in  November,  18G6  j  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
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MDBS.  VAMNT  KBLLT. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  The  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  Ko.  18)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Fanny  Kelly, 
have  directed  me  to  report  it  back  to  Use  Sen- 
ate wiihoattim«ttdment,  accompanied  by  a  very 
brief  report,  and  I  willaak  for  the  present  con - 
sideraiioQ  of  the  bill.  Tho  report  is  very 
short,  and  I  think  it  will  not  take  two  minutes 
to  dispose  of  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PBBSIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
read  subject  to  objection  or  to  a  demand  for 
the  regular  order. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill.  It  directs 
the  payment  to  Mrs.  Fanny  Kelly  of  $5,000, 
in  full  for  property  taken  and  destroyed  by  the 
Sioux  Indians  in  the  year  1864,  which  sum  is 
to  be  taken  from  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
which  is  due  or  which  may  become  due  the 
Brul6,  the  Ogallalla,  the  Sans- Arc,  and  the 
Minneconjou  bands  of  Sioux  Indians,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  amount  which  jnay  be  due  the 
several  bands  herein  named. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  any  Sena- 
tor desire  to  have  the  report  read  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Yes,  sir;  I  desire  to  hear 
the  report  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  report : 

The  Committe«  on  Indian  Affairs,  to  which  was 
referred  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Fanny  Kelly,  praying 
for  eompensation  for  lo»e8  aastained  by  the  deetmc- 
tion  of  property  by  the  Sioux  Indians,  submit  the 
fdlowioff  report : 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  1864  Mrs.  Kelly ,  with 
her  husband  and  family,  started  from  Allen  county, 
Kansas,  for  Montana.  They  took  with  them  all 
their  property,  which  consisted  of  horses,  wagons, 
cattle,  wearing  apparel,  and  a  variety  of  meronan- 
diM.  On  the  12tb  of  July,  while  near  Fort  Laramie, 
the  train  was  attacked  by  the  Sioux  Indians,  five  of 
the  emigrating  party  were  killed,  all  their  property 
was  tj^en  or  destroyed,  and  Mrs.  Kelly  taken  cap- 
tire  and  detained  nearly  live  months^  during  which 
time  she  suffered  great  cruelty  at  their  hands.  Her 
husband  is  now  dead,  and  she  presents  a  detailed 
:»coount  of  property  destroyed,  which,  although 
made  from  memory,  yet  in  the  leading  articles  and 
in  the  amount  is  declared  to  be  correct. 

Accompanying  the  account  is  a  statement  signed 
by  Shotted  Tail,  Swift  Bear,  and  other  chiefs  and 
warriors  of  the  Brul6  Sioux;  by  Red  Cloud  and 
other  chiefs  and  warriors  of  the  O^allallas :  by  Lit- 
tle Swan,  and  others,  warriors  ot  the  Minnecon- 
jous  and  Sans^Arcs,  bands  of  Sioux  Indians,  in 
which  they  certify  to  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  afS- 
davitof  Mrs.KeUy.  and  acknowledge  the  justness 
of  the  elaim  against  them,  and  request  that  the 
amount  set  forth  in  Mrs.  Kelly's  statement  be  paid 
her  out  of  any  money  now  due,  or  which  may  be- 
come dve  them  by  annuities  or  by  any  appropria- 
tion made  by  Congress.  Certificates  accompany 
their  request,  signed  by  their  interpreters,  whicn 
state  that  they  were  present  when  the  statements 
were  signed  by  the  chiefs  and  warriors,  and  they 
were  folly  explained  by  them  before  they  were 
signed.  The  committee  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  see  that  tf  couple  of 
years  ago  we  gave  thiti  lady  $5,000  in  connec- 
tion with  this  same  affair,  perhaps  for  another 
purpose,  that  this  report  does  not  seem  to 
refer  to.  I  therefore  hope  my  friend  will 
allow  the  bill  to  go  over  until  we  can  look 
into  it. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  beg  leave  to  make 
a  single  .statement  in  regard  to  that.  The 
appropriation  made  to  Mrs.  Kelly  two  years 
ago  was  for  an  entirely  different  purpose.  That 
was  for  information  given  to  the  United  States 
Oovemment  by  which  property  worth  some- 
tbing  like  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  was 
•saved  to  the  Government.  This  is  for  loss  of 
property  sustained  by  her,  taken  bv  Indians, 
and  at  their  request  it  is  to  be  paid,  if  at  all, 
out  of  money  which  may  be  appropriated  for 
them. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Whatever  moneys  we 
appropriate  for  Indians  come  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury, unless  we  owe  it  to  them  for  lands  we 
have  boDght  or  in  eztingnishing  their  titles. 
That  being  the  case,  and  we  having  already 
provided  $5,000  for  this  lady  in  the  same 
traosacUon,  as  I  think  it  was,  although  I  do 
not  remember  particularly,  I  think  we  had 
better  ooiwider  a  little  what  funds  of  the  In- 
dians we  have  oat  of  which  this  may  be  paid 
before  we  pass  the  bill  in  haste.  I  therefore 
hope  it  will  go  over. 


Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  This  is  for  an  entirely 
different  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  objects,  and  the  bill  will  be  placed  on 
the  Calendar. 

MRS.  vaANCBa  A.  m'kinnky. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  wbom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1866)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Frances  A. 
McKinney,  have  directed  mo  to  report  it  back 
with  an  amendment.  It  is  a  bill  that  will  take 
but  a  moment,  and  if  the  Senate  will  allow  it 
to  be  considered  now,  I  think  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  it. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  directs  the  payment,  out  of 
any  appropriation  heretofore  or  hereafter  to 
be  made  for  the  payment  of  salaries  and 
expenses  of  the  judges  and  courts  of  the 
United  States,  to  Mrs.  Frances  A.  McKin- 
ney, widow  and  relict  of  John  M.  McKinney, 
late  judge  of  the  United  States  district  court 
for  the  southern  district  of  Florida,  who  died  \ 
of  yellow  fever,  October  13,  1871,  contracted 
in  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  the  full 
amount  of  one  year's  salary  of  the  office  held 
by  her  husband  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported 
the  bill  with  an  amendment  to  add  at  the  end 
of  the  bill  *'  less  the  amount  already  paid.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.-  It 
was  ordered  that  the  amendment  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

WINONA  AND  8T.  PETBK^S  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  reported  some  time 
since  from  the  Committee  on  Finance  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Winona  and  St.  Peter's 
Railroad  Company.  It  will  take  but  a  moment 
to  pass  it,  and  I  trust  the  Senate  will  act  upon 
it  now.  There  is  a  very  brief  report  which  can 
be  read  if  it  is  desired. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  iu 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  710)  to  refund  certain 
duties  paid  by  the  Winona  and  St.  Peter's 
Railroad  Company.  It  directs  the  refunding  to 
the  Winona  and  St.  Peter's  Railroad  Company, 
in  gold,  of  $3,424  28,  being  the  additional 
duties  paid  by  them  on  railroad  iron  under  the 
joint  resolution  entitled  *'  A  joint  resolution  to 
increase  temporarily  the  duties  ou  imports," 
approved  April  29,  1864. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  have 
that  bill  explained. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  a  very  brief 
report  which  will  explain  it  iu  fewer  words 
than  I  can.  The  bill  has  already  x)a8sed  the 
Senate  once  before ;  but  the  report  will  explain 
it  fully. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  report 
submitted  by  Mr.  Suermax  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  ou  the  29th  of  February  last: 

The  Crommittee  on  Finance,  to  whom  wm  referred 
Senate  bill  No.  710^ntitled  "  A  bill  to  refund  certain 
duties  paid  by  the  Winona  and  St.  Peter's  Railroad 
Company,"  report: 

That  the  faets  in  resard  to  thia  bill  were  atated  in 
a  previoofl  report  of  this  committee,  which  is  made 
a  part  of  this  report  and  are  concurred  in.  as  follows : 
The  Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
tho  memorial  of  the  Winona  and  St.  Peter's  Rail- 
road Company,  an  incorporation  of  the  State  of 
Minnesota,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  find  that  this  company  imported  in  the  faU  of 
1863  five  hundred  tons  of  railroad  iron,  which  was 
landed  in  New  York  and  shipped  for  Milwaukee 
under  bond  to  pay  tho  duty  then  imposed  by  law 
within  sixty  days,  the  time  allowed  for  its  transit. 
By  the  usual  course  of  navigation  it  should  have 
arrived  at  Milwaukee  that  fall ;  but  by  the  early 
closing  of  navigation  it  was  detained  at  Oswego.  It 
seems  from  the  papers  on  file  that  thecomoany  made 
various  efforts  to  pay  the  duty  both  at  Milwaukee 
and  New  York :  but  the  collector  at  each  port  refused 
to  receive  the  duties  while  the  iron  was  in  iratuitu. 
The  duty  was  then  813  50  per  ton.  Subsequently  by 
the  joint  resolution  of  April  29. 1861.  duties  on  im- 

Sorted  goods  were  increased  fifty  per  cent,  for  sixty 
ays.  thus  imposing  a  duty  on  this  iron  of  (21  25i>er 
ton,  while  by  the  general  tariff  act  which  took  effect  I 


July  1, 1864,  the  duty  on  railroad  iron  was  sixty  oants 
per  one  hundred  pounds,  or  $13  44 per  ton.  The  iron 
arrived  at  Milwaukee  on  the  21st  of  June,  1864,  and 
in  addition  to  the  duty  imposed  by  law  when  the  iron 
arrived  in  New  York  there  was  imposed  an  addi- 
tional duty  under  the  joint  resolution  of  tho  sum  of 
$3,424  28,  which  sum  was  paid  by  the  petitioners 
under  protest. 

"Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  addi- 
tional duty  provided  for  by  the  joint  resolntion  of 
April  29. 1864.  was  not  applicable  to  goods  actually 
»n  iranntu  within  the  United  States  and  under 
bonds  providing  for  the  payment  of  the  speoifio 
rate  of  duty  then  imposed  by  law.  At  all  events, 
your  committee  think  it  inequitable  upon  the  facts 
stated  to  exact  the  increased  duty  when  the  import- 
ation was  complete  before  the  passage  of  the  joint 
resolution,  and  when  parties  interested  had  ten- 
dered the  duties  imposed  by  law  and  were  guilty  of 
no  laches." 

The  oommittoe  recommend  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  ^^ 

Mr.  EDMUNDS,  Has  this  bill  been  re- 
ported before  at  this  session,  or  recommitted  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  bill  was  reported 
two  or  three  years  ago,  daring  the  last  Con- 
gress, and  passed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  has  it  been  reported 
at  this  session  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Gertaiulv. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    How  did  it  get  up  now  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  asked  to  have  it  taken 
up. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  thought  it  was  reported 
at  this  time. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  was  reported  by  me 
the  other  day.  It  has  already  passed  the  Sen- 
ate once  beiore,  but  was  not  acted  upon  by 
the  House,  and  now  it  has  been  again  reported 
at  this  session. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

RIOUARD  D.  GRAW70BD. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  622)  granting  a  pension  to 
Richard  B.  Crawford,  nave  directed  me  to 
report  it  back,  with  an  amendment,  and  rec- 
ommend its  passage ;  and  I  ask  for  its  imme- 
diate consideration. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  place  on  the  pension-roll,  subject 
to  the  provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension 
laws,  the  name  of  Richard  B.  Crawford,  and 
to  pay  him  a  second  lieutenant's  pension  from 
the  date  of  allowance  of  his  pension  by  the 
Pension  Bureau. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  in  lines 
seven  and  eight  the  words  ^'allowance  of  his 
pension  by  the  Pension  Bureau ''  and  to  insert 
^*  the  date  of  the  passage  of  this  act.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  It 
was  ordered  that  the  amendment  be  engroBsed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PRIVATB  LAND  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims  to  report 
favorably  the  bill  (S.  No.  324)  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  an  act  entitled  *'  An  act  for  the 
linal  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  the 
States  of  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  and  I  ask  for  its  pres- 
ent consideration. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  have 
the  bill  explainet*.  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  It  simply  provides  an 
extension  of  time  for  the  acynstment  of  certain 
land  claims  in  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Flor- 
ida, and  Missouri,  for  three  years.  It  was  a 
bill  introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Louisi- 
ana, [Mr.  Kellogg.] 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     What  kind  of  claims? 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  will  state  for  the  satis- 
faction of  my  friend  from  Vermoot  that  this  is 
a  bill  extending  an  act  approved  the  22d  of 
June,  1860,  providing  that  certain  private  land 
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claims  in  the  States  of  Florida,  Lonisiana,  and 
Missouri,  where,  by  yirtoe  of  grant,  cession, 
order  of  survey,  perniission  to  settle,  or  other 
written  evidence  of  title  emanating  from  any 
foreign  Government  bearing  date  prior  to  the 
cession  to  the  United  States  of  toe  territory 
out  of  which  sach  States  were  formed,  &c., 
should  be  authorized  to  make  application  for 
the  confirmation  of  their  title  to  the  land  so 
claimed  in  the  manner  therein  prescribed : 
and  at  the  commencement  of  each  session  oi 
Congress  it  was  made  the  doty  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  Land  Office  to  make  a  report  of 
all  that  has  been  done  under  the  provisions  of 
the  act. 

The  last  clause  of  this  act  *^  provided  that 
it  shall  be  and  remain  in  force  during  the 
term  of  five  years  unless. sooner  repealed  by 
Congress. "  This  act  of  June,  1860,  having  ex- 
pired, it  was  again  renewed  for  three  years  by 
act  of  March  2,  1867,  which  has  now  expired. 

There  are  a  number  of  petitions  on  file  in 
reference  to  this  matter,  and  I  will  read  a  por- 
tion of  one  of  these  petitions  : 

"The  memorial  of  the  uodersigned,  citizens  find 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  Loaisiana,  reapeotfully 
sboweth— 

"That  under  the  homestead  act  of  May  20, 1862. 
applioatioDB  for  homestead  entries  were  lately  filed 
in  the  land  office  at  New  Orleons  upon  lands  lying 
immediately  opposite  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
fronting  on  tho  Miiwisflippi,  which  were  proved  be- 
fore the  register  and  recorder  to  have  been  in  the 
uninterrupted  possession  of  the  present  occupants 
and  of  those  under  whom  they  claim  for  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty -five  years.  The  grounds  upon  which 
these  homestead  applications  are  based  are  that  the 
ancient  proprietors  have  by  inadvertence  failed  to 
have  their  front  tract  formally  confirmed,  though 
they  had  applied  for  and  obtained  tho  confirmation 
of  their  rear  tract  or  double  concession,  from  which 
it  is  inferred  that  the  front  tract  is  unconfirmed  pub- 
lic land.  A  number  of  other  similar  applications  for 
homesteads  upon  old  settlements  have  been  within 
a  few  months  filed  in  the  same  office. 

**0n  tho  22d  of  Juno,  1860,  Congress  being  awaro 
that  a  number  of  old  land  titles  were  still  unoon- 
firmed.  passed  a  comprehensive  act.  providing  for 
the  final  pettlement  of  land  titles  in  Missouri.  Louis- 
iana, and  Florida,  which  authorised  claimants  to 
submit  their  titles  to  United  States  courts  or  United 
States  land  office^.  * 

**This  act  having  expired  without  producing  any 
result,  at  least  in  Louisiana,  was  renewed  for  three 
years  by  an  act  of  Coligress  of  March  2. 1867.  which 
IS  now  likewise  expired.  Thus  far  but  one  single 
Louisiana  land  title  has  been  confirmed  under  either 
of  the  above-mentioned  acts,  and  the  evil  which 
they  wero  intended  to  remove  still  exists  and  calls 
for  a  remedy. 

'*  The  unfortunate  condition  in  which  Louisiana 
was  placed  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  when 
those  Uws  were  in  force  withdrew  the  attention  of 
the  people  from  all  matters  notof  immediately  press- 
ing necessity,  and  the  difficulty  of  profiting  by  said 
laws  was  frreatly  increased  by  the  long  suspension 
of  the  sessions  of  the  United  States  court  and  the 
only  very  recent  reorganisation  of  the  New  Orleans 
land  office. 

**  Wherefore  your  memorialists  respectfully  request 
that  it  may  please  this  honorable  Congress  to  reenact 
the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress  of  June  22, 1860,  for  a 
limited  period  of  time." 

I  read  this  because  it  is  very  concise,  brief, 
and  to  the  poiut,  and  will  obviate  a  longer 
statement. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Is  there  a  written  re- 
port? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
not. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  This  bill  comes  from  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims.  I  do  not 
think  there  is  a  written  report,  bat  I  assure 
the  Senate  it  is  a  matter  of  a  great  deal  of 
importance  to  our  people  that  this  bill  pass 
at  an  early  day ;  it  is  just  and  most  merito- 
rious. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Who  is  the  proprietor 
of  these  lands  now? 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  cannot  say,  and  I  pre- 
some  it  makes  very  little  difference  whether 
they  are  old  owners  or  are  more  reeent  pur- 
chasers. As  old  and  contiiiuons  occupants 
of  the  lauds  they  have  rights,  and  I  want  them 
protected  in  these  rights,  and  an  extension 
of  this  act  of  1860  will,  I  believe,  in  a  great 
measure  protect  them.  Whatever  rights  they 
have  I  wish  to  see  protected  and  confirmed, 
provided  they  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  law  ;  and  alter  all  it  is  mainly  a  ques- 
tion wbether  they  shall  have  these  rights  pro- 


tected, and  their  old  possessory  claims  to  land 
confirmed,  or  whether  they  shall  be  exposed 
to  the  rapacity  and  greed  of  a  few  miserable 
land- sharks  and  pirates. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Those  who  were  dis- 
loyal have  suffered  more  than  the  loyal  ones 
if  they  have  any  consciences,  and  we  should 
have  to  provide  for  them ;  but  I  should  infer 
from  the  act  of  1860  that  this  is  a  provision 
for  trying  a  claim  against  the  United  States. 
It  speaks  of  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  if  the  decisions  were  against  the  United 
States  then  so  and  so.  How  much  land  or 
money  this  is  to  involve,  of  course,  I  am  en- 
tirely ignorant,  and  I  ask  my  honorable  friend 
for  the  information  with  the  apology  which  I 
owe  to  anybody  for  asking  such  a  question. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  must  confess  that  I  can 
give  no  information  in  detail  as  to  the  amount 
involved.  It  is  a  case  where  the  law  provides 
a  remedy  for  persons  who  hold  land  in  terri- 
tories obtained  from  foreign  Governments  by 
virtue  of  original  occupancy  or  possessory 
rights  extending  back  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  and  since  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  so 
far  as  that  State  is  concerned.  It  is  proposed 
to  extend  the  act  of  Congress  passed  on  that 
subject  in  1860,  giving  the  ri^ht  to  actual  set- 
tlers to  prove  claims  of  this  kind  for  five  years, 
and  this  proposes  to  extend  it  for  three  years 
longer.     That  is  the  whole  story. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  want  to  interrupt 
the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  objection  be 
made  it  will  go  over. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
not  object. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  shpuld  like  to  under- 
stand more  about  it. 

Mr.  VICKERS.     I  have  a  report  to  make. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Maryland  has  risen  to  make  a  report,  which  is 
in  the  nature  of  an  objection,  and  if  he  insists 
upon  it  the'Chair  will  recognize  him. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
bill  being  taken  up  as  soon  as  it  is  under- 
stood. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  As  this  bill  gives 
rise  to  continuous  debate,  it  will  be  laid  aside, 
and  the  Senator  from  Maryland  will  be  recog- 
nised to  make  his  report. 

PAKT  OWNBR^OF  VK881CL8. 

Mr.  VICKERS.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1218)  defining  the 
rights  of  part  owners  of  vessels  in  certain 
cases,  to  report  it  back  without  amendment, 
and  to  recommend  its  passage.  The  Senator 
from  Maine  farthest  from  me  [Mr.  Hamlin] 
feels  great  interest  in  this  matter,  and  desires 
to  have  the  bill  considered  now. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  That  bill  has  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives,  has  been  sent  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  is  approved  by 
him,  and  reported  back  witn  the  unanimous 
approval  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
1  think  it  can  be  passed  in  two  minutes.  I 
ask,  therefore,  for  its  present  consideration. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1218}  defining  the  rights  of  part  owners  of 
vessels  in  certain  cases  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  provides  that 
any  person  or  persons  or  body-corporate 
having  more  than  one  half  ownership  of  any 
vessel  shall  have  the  same  power  to  remove 
a  captain,  who  is  also  part  owner  of  such 
vessel,  as  such  majority  owners  now  have  to 
remove  a  captain  not  an  owner ;  but  this  act 
is  not  to  apply  where  there  is  a  valid  written 
agreement  subsisting,  by  virtue  of  which  such 
captain  would  be  entitled  to  possession,  nor 
in  any  case  where  a  captain  has  possession  as 
part  owner,  obtained  before  the  passage  of 
the  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Mr.CASSERLY.  As  I  heard  that  bill  read, 
it  is  a  very  important  one.    I  do  not  say  that 


I  am  against  it,  but  I  sbonld  like  to  have  it 
read  once  more,  as  it  is  very  short 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  see  no  objection  to 
the  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

UXUORIAL  PARISH. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Colombia,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  810)  for 
the  relief  of  Memorial  parish  of  the  Protestant 
Episcopal  church  in  the  District  of  Colambia, 
to  report  it  back  without  amendment,  and  ask 
for  its  present  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
read  for  information,  after  which  it  will  be 
open  to  objection. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  know  that  I 
understand  this  matter,  but  I  do  not  like  at  all 
this  legislating  by  Congress  to  regulate  the 
mode  of  religious  societies  in  voting,  and 
transacting  their  business.  That  is  entirely 
a  voluntary  thing.-  Let  them  do  it  as  they 
please. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  will  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator that  it  is  not  a  voluntary  thing,  bat  by  a 
law  of  1789  the  right  to  vote  is  restricted  now 
to  those  who  live  within  the  parish.  This 
bill  simply  extends  it  to  all  who  are  members 
of  the  society  or  church,  and  wiio  help  to 
support  the  church,  and  gives  to  all  the  priv- 
ilege to  vote  in  electing  their  vestry  officers. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  was  not  aware  that 
there  was  any  such  law  in  force  in  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    There  U. 

5Ir.  TRUMBULL.  If  that  is  so,  I  submit 
to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  whether  a  bill  ought  not 
to  be  introduced  and  passed  repealing  all  laws 
that  undertake  to  regulate  these  denomina- 
tions in  their  organization.  I  do  not  think 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  should 
interfere  in  any  shape  in  these  matters  except 
to  protect  them  from  violence,  but  that  each 
religious  society  and  denomination  should 
adopt  its  own  rules,  and  let  the  persons  vote 
whom  it  pleases,  men,  or  women,  or  childreo, 
church  members  or  members  of  the  congre- 
gation, and  if  we  have  a  statute  of  the  United 
States  in  any  way  interfering  with  the  trans- 
action of  business  by  religious  societies  I  hope 
the  Senator  will  introduce  a  bill  to  repeal  it 
absolutely. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  may  do  so  at  some 
convenient  time;  but  the  annual  meeting  of 
this  society  is  to  be  held  within  a  few  days,  and 
they  are  anxious  to  have  the  privilege  of  vot- 
ing; at  that  annual  meeting,  so  that  if  we  pass 
this  bill  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  general 
act  which  may  afterward  be  passed. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  object  to  the  consideration 
of  the  hill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  placed 
on  the  Calendar. 

SOLDI  BRS'  nOUBSTBADS. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     I  desire  to  call  up  a  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Three  Senators 
appear  to  have  risen  with  reports  from  com- 
mittees. Unless  the  Senator  from  Illinois  can 
induce  them  to  yield  the  Chair  can  not  enter 
tain  his  request. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  do  not  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  husiness ;  but  I  should  be  very  glad 
if  the  Senate  would  take  up  the  bill  in  regard 
to  homesteads  for  honorably  discharged  sol- 
diers. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  bears 
no  objection,  and  the  bill  is  taken  up  subject 
to  morning  business. 

RBPORTS  OF  COMMITTBBS. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  wnom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1720)  to  confirm  the  title  of  Joha 
Bover  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  asked. 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideratioa. 
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and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  samf  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  460)  to  secure 
homesteads  to  actual  eettlers  on  the  public 
domain,  reported  it  with  amendments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  737)  to  incorpor- 
ate the  Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  River 
railway,  and  to  grant  to  said  company  a  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  reported  it  with  amendments. . 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Wofield,  late  a  private  in  the 
forty  seventh  regiment  New  York  volunteers, 
praying  arrears  of  pension,  reported  it  ad- 
versely, and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  James  M.  Dalzell, 
of  Ohio,  praying  an  amendment  of  the  act  of 
February  14,  1871,  so  as  to  admit  to  the  pen- 
sion-rolls all  the  soldiers,  and  widows  of  sol- 
diers of  the  war  of  1812,  without  respect  to  the 
term  of  service  or  date  of  marriage,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PAriERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Mary  F.  £.  Purcell,  widow  of 
William  F.  Purcell,  late  judge  of  the  orphans' 
court  oS  the  District  of  Columbia,  prajring  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  of  his  salary  from  the 
abolishment  of  that  court  until  his  death,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  Senate  bill  No.  260,  for 
the  relief  of  loyal  citizens  of  Loudoun  county, 
Virginia,  therein  named,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  together  with  a  petition 
of  those  citizens,  asking  tor  pav  for  two  classes 
of  claims :  first,  for  property  destroyed  by  the 
Army  of  the  United  States ;  secondly,  for  prop- 
erty taken  and  used  by  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  I  am  instructed  by  the  committee  to 
report  back  favorably  the  bill  that  was  referred 
to  them  to  pay  for  the  property  destroyed,  and 
to  recommend  its  passage.  1  do  not  concur 
in  this  report  myself:  first,  because  I  think  it 
of  dottbttnl  propriety  at  this  time  to  begin  to 
pay  this  class  ot  claims ;  and  second,  because 
It  seems  tome  to  be  in  opposition  to  the  policy 
incorporated  in  the  act  creating  the  southern 
claims  commission. 

I  um  further  instructed  by  the  same  com- 
mittee to  report  a  second  bill  to  pay  for  the 
other  clAss  of  claims  referred  to  in  the  peti- 
tion, which  is  for  property  taken  and  used  by 
the  Army.  I  concur  with  the  committee  in 
reporting  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  that  bill, 
and  I  submit  a  report,  which  I  desire  to  have 
printed,  setting  forth  the  facts. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  850)  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  loyal  citizens  of  Loudoun  county, 
Virginia,  therein  named,  for  their  property 
taken  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  GRA6IN.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  communicating  a  report 
of  the  board  of  officers  organized  to  examine 
the  cases  of  such  officers  as  may  have  deemed 
themselves  unjustly  passed  over  by  promotions 
made  io  conformity  with  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  July  25,  1866,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  instructed  me  to 
report  a  bill  carrying  out  the  recommendations 
of  the  board.  As  the  bill  is  very  short,  I  am 
insimcted  by  the  committee  to  asKforits  pres- 
ent coneideration ;  and  I  will  state  t^  a  reason 
that  if  there  is  much  delay  some  of  the  officers 
will  go  on  the  retired  list. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  has  had  unanimous  consent  to  call  up 
a  bill  this  mormog.     Possibly  the  Seoatoc 


from  New  Hampshire  eau  get  his  bill  consid- 
ered if  he  withholds  it  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  Then  I  withdraw  the  report. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  from  the  CommiUee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  881)  restoring  to  the  marshal 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  the  exclusive 
supervision  of  the  jail  in  said  District,  re- 
ported it  adversely,  and  moved  its  indefinite 
postponement ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  637)  to  esUblish 
a  municipal  court  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  BILLS. 

Mr.  CALDWELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  reported  an  amendment  in- 
tended to  be  proposed  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1192)  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with 
various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  June 
80,  1878,  and  for  other  purposes:  which  was 
reierred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SAWYER  submitted  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  to  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  178)  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt;  which 
was  ordered  tolie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

PAPKRS  WITHDRAWN. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on  Post 

Offices  and  Post  Roads,  reported  the  following 

resolution ;  which  was  considered  by  ananimous 

consent,  and  agreed  to : 

BoMolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Post  Offlees  and 
post  Roads  be  disoharced  from  the  further  oonsid- 
eration  of  the  petition  of  Mathew  CaUahan.  and 
that  he  be  autboriied  to  withdraw  his  petition  and 
accompanying  papen. 

PRINTING  OF  A  REPORT. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  desire  to  ask  to  have 
printed  a  report  in  the  case  of  Jesse  J.  Simp- 
kins.  It  is  a  House  report  which  was  sent  hero 
with  the  papers  in  the  case,  which  is  now  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I  mo^e  that 
the  report  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODUCBD 

Mr.  NYE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  851) 
to  empower  C.  0.  Shepherd,  charg6  d'affaires 
at  Japan,  to  draw  his  salary  as  such  officer; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  852)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  A.  Wilkios; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  MORRILL,*  of  Maine,  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  858)  repealing  acts  and 
parts  of  acts  granting  lands  and  certain  privi- 
leges in  the  Indian  territory  to  railroad  com- 
panies :  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referrea  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affisurs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LIFB-SATINO  STATION. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  submitted  the  following 
resolution ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing: 

Renloed,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  oommanioatini'. 
in  oompHanoe  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  or 
Deeember  14.  1871.  information  in  relation  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  life-savinc  stations  on  the 
coasts  of  New  Jersey  and  Lone  luand,  be  printed, 

COMMITTBB  8BRYI0B. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  STEWART,  and  by  unan- 
imous consent,  the  Vice  President  was  author- 
ized to  fill  the  vacancy  on  the  Committee  on 
Claims;  and  Mr.  Winoom  was  appointed. 

80LDIBB8'  BOMBSTBADS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Vixginia.    I  have  a 


petition  from  sundry  citiaeos  of  Harper's 
Ferry,  which  I  ask  to  have  read,  and  then  £ 
shall  ask  to  have  the  bill  to  which  it  relates 
considered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  obtained  unanimous  consent 
to  call  up  the  bill  in  regard  to  homesteads  of 
discharged  soldiers. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  We  cannot  give  unani- 
mous consent  to  more  than  one  bill  at  a  time. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  withdraw 
the  request. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
further  morning  business,  the  bill  (S.  No.  447) 
to  enable  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and 
sailors,  their  widows  and  orphan  children,  to 
acquire  homesteads  on  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  is  before  the  Senate  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments. 

.The  first  amendment  of  the  committee  waa 

in  line  thirty  of  section  one,  after  *'  aforesaid,*' 

to  insert  '*  shall  be  deducted  from  the  time 

heretofore  required  to  perfect  title,''  and  after 

line  thirty-four  to  add  **  without  reference  to 

the  length  of  time  he  may  have  served  ;"  so 

that  the  proviso  will  read : 

And  provided  alto.  That  the  time  which  the  home- 
stead settler  shu  11  have  served  in  the  Army,  Navy, 
or  Marine  corps  nforesaid  shall  be  deducted  from 
the  time  heretofore  required  to  perfect  title,  or.  if 
dischai^ed  on  account  of  wounds  received,  or  dis- 
ability mcnrred  in  the  line  of  daty.  then  the  term  of 
enlistment  shall  be  deducted  from  the  time  hereto- 
fore required  to  perfect  title,  without  reference  to 
the  length  of  time  he  may  have  served. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was 

to  add  as  an  additional  section  the  following : 

Ssa.  5.  That  any  soldier,  saiJor,  marine,  officer,  or 
other  penon  coming  within  the  provisions  of  this 
act  may,  as  well  by  an  agent  as  in  person,  enter  npon 
said  homestead:  Provided^  That  said  claimant  in 
person  shall,  within  the  time  prescribed,  commence 
settlement  and  improvements  on  the  same,  and 
tbereatler  fulfill  all  the  requirements  of  this  act. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  any  objection  to  the  bill,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  understand  in  how  many  particu- 
lars it  may  affect  the  homestead  law.  I  hoi>e 
the  honorable  Senator  who  has  charge  of  it 
will  give  some  explanation  as  to  the  particu- 
lars in  which  it  affects  the  homestead  law,  and 
to  what  extent. 

Mr.  LOQAN.  The  homestead  law,  as  the 
Senator  is  aware,  applies  to  all  persons.  This 
bill  provides  that  where  persons  had  taken 
homesteads,  had  in  the  language  of  the  law 
entered  a  homestead  and  left  that  homestead 
and  gone  into  the  Army  and  served,  so  that 
the  homestead  has  been  forfeited  on  that  ac- 
count, or  sold,  or  taken  possession  of  by  the 
Government,  the  soldier  shall  be  permitted  to 
reenter  and  his  time  is  to  be  counted. 

The  main  change  in  the  homestead  law  is 
this :  that  instead  of  the  man  who  served  in 
the  Army  being  required  to  reside  on  his 
Ikomestead  five  years,  as  the  law  now  is,  he 
is  permitted  to  enter,  for  which  the  law  gives 
six  months,  and  after  that  six  months  he  is 
required  to  reside  one  year  and  cultivate  the 
homestead  for  one  year,  and  then  the  time  that 
he  served  in  the  Army  is  deducted  from  the 
five  years ;  that  is  to  say,  if  he  served  four 
years  in  the  Army,  one  year's  cultivation  will 
give  him  the  homestead  ;  if  he  served  two,  it 
wopid  require  three;  if  he  serves  three,  it  will 
require  two.  The  change  is  in  deducting  the 
time  h'S  served  as  a  soldier  from  the  five  years 
which  the  law  now  requires. 

This  bill  is  recommended  b^  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  as  I  under- 
stand, and  with  the  amendmenta  he  pro- 
posed it  is  reported  unanimously  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  afler  full  and  thorough 
consideration.  I  see  no  other  respect  in  which 
it  does  affect  the  homestead  law.  The  rest  >& 
merely  detail  as  to  how  it  shall  be  carried  out. 
There  is  one  other  provision,  however,  which 
perhaps  I  ought  to  explaiu.    That  is  that  an 
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agent  may  enter  for  the  soldier.  There  are  a 
great  many  crippled  soldiers  over  the  country 
and  a  great  many  organizations  of  soldiers  who 
are  oi^anizing  bodies  for  the  parpose  of  going 
and  settling  on  t^e  land.  This  provision  is 
pat  in  to  avoid  the  requirement  that  each  man 
shall  go  himself  for  the  first  six  months.  That 
time  is  given  for  the  purpose  of  entry,  and  we 
provide  that  the  parties  may  send  an  agent  to 
enter,  which  applies  to  the  six  months,  and 
after  that  each  man  is  required  to  settle  and 
cultivate  himself.  The  agent  provision  only 
applies  to  the  entry  and  not  to  settlement  or 
cultivation.  The  man  is  required  actually  to 
settle  and  cultivate  the  land  and  carry  out  all 
the  other  provisions  of  the  homestead  act. 
These  are  all  the  changes  that  the  bill  makes. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  inquire  of 
Ihe  honorable  Senator  whether  he  understands 
this  to  apply  to  pera&ns  who  served  in  the  late 
rebellion,  or  whether  it  applies  to  all  persons 
who  at  any  time  enlisted  in  the  military  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  It  applies  to  the  recent 
rebellion,  to  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines 
who  served  in  the  recent  rebellion  in  behalf 
of  the  Government. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Does  the  bill 
say  that  ? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Yes;  on  the  fourth  line  of 
the  first  section  the  Senator  will  find  the  words 
^Muring  the  recent  rebellion." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  soldiers  of  1812  have 
bad  their  land  warrants. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  So  far  as  that 
principle  is  involved  in  the  bill  I  make  no 
question  about  it;  but  it  seems  to  me  there  is 
very  great  difficulty  in  that  provision  of  the 
bill  to  which  our  attention  has  been  drawn  by 
the  Senator  which  allows  agents  or  attorneys 
or  guardians  of  minor  children  to  make  en- 
tries. It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  liable  to  very 
great  abuse  unless  it  has  been  protected  with 
great  care.  Of  course  I  do  not  like  to  inter- 
pose an  objection  with  the  information  I  have 
on  the  subject,  but  at  the  same  time  dealing 
with  the  public  lands  is  a  question  of  so  much 
delicacy  and  importance  that,  in  the  morning 
hour,  1  hardly  think  a  bill  which  is  not  patent 
upon  the  face  of  it,  ought  to  be  expected  to 
pass  without  a  very  thorough  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  tariff  bill  is  before 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  merely  wish  to  make  a 
remark.  I  have  called  the  bill  up  several 
times ;  the  first  time  merely  that  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  might  be  directed  to  it,  so  that 
they  might  read  and  examine  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  satisfying  themselves.  If  they  io 
80,  they  will  find  that  it  is  a  carefully  guarded 
bill,  that  it  has  been  examined  by  the  com- 
mittee in  consultation  with  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  if  the  prin- 
ciple is  agreed  to,  I  do  not  think  the  details 
of  the  bill  can  be  objected  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  dare  say  it  is 
my  fault,  at  any  rate  it  is  not  the  fault  of  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  that  my  attention  had 
not  been  called  to  it.  I  only  say  that  my  atten- 
tion had  not  been  called  to  it,  and  I  do  not  feel 
sufficiently  informed  in  regard  to  it  to  have  an 
opinion. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  ask  permission  to  say  a 
single  word  on  the  homestead  bill.  It  seems 
to  me  very  important. 

Mr.  CORBETT.    I  have  the  floor,  I  believe. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Minnesota  has  the  floor  at  present.  The  tariff 
bill  is  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  believe  I  had  the  floor 
at  the  close  of  the  session  yesterday. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  will  allow  me  to  state  a  reason  why 
this  bill  ought  to  be  acted  on. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Oregon  has  the  floor  on  the  tariff  bill  if 
he  claims  it. 


Mr.  CORBETT.  If  the  Senator  wishes  to 
speak  on  the  soldiers'  bill,  I  yield. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  lay  aside  the  tariff  bill  informally  for  fifteen 
minntes,  that  we  may  dispose  of  the  soldiers' 
homestead  bill. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No,  I  object  to  that.  I 
have  no  objection  to  the  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota saying  what  he  desires  to  say. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Minnesota  has  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  know  that  there  are  col- 
onies of  soldiers  being  formed,  numbering 
nearly  five  thousand,  who  desire  to  make  their 
arrangements  early  this  spring  to  go  upon  their 
homesteads,  and  unless  the  Senate  act  upon 
the  bill  very  soon  there  will  not  be  time  for 
them  to  do  so  and  take  their  homesteads  this 
spring.  I  think  if  the  Senate  will  take  a  few 
moments  to  examine  the  bill  they  will  find  no 
objection  to  it.  I  have  taken  a  good  deal  of 
interest  in  this  matter,  because  I  have  received 
a  large  number  of  petitions  on  the  subject.  I 
know  that  the  bill  represents  the  wishes  of  a 
majority  of  the  soldiers  of  this  country.  Peti- 
tions from  between  three  and  four  hundred 
thousand  soldiers  have  been  presented  here 
asking  the  passage  of  this  precise  bill,  and  it 
does  seem  to  me  that  the  Senate  might  afford 
to  devote  five  or  ten  minutes  to  its  discussion 
this  morning,  in  order  tltat  these  soldiers  may 
have  the  benefit  of  homesteads.  I  know  the 
disposition  of  the  public  lands  is  a  matter  of 
importance,  and  I  have  carefully  considered 
it;  and  when  we  are  asked  to  give  them  to  the 
defenders  of  our  country  we  ought  to  be  will- 
ibg  to  devote  a  few  minutes  to  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Kansas  asks  that  fifteen  minntes  be  given 
to  consider  this  bill,  afler  which  the  tariff  bill 
shall  come  up.     Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  deem  it  m^  duty  to 
object  to  that.  As  I  objected  to  this  bill  the 
other  day,  I  desire  to  say  now  that  I  have  no 
further  objection  to  it  if  it  is  properly  guarded 
on  certain  points.  I  think  the  Senators  will 
expedite  it  by  letting  it  go  over  so  that  the 
Senator  from  Maine  may  look  at  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  A  single  remark.  The 
Committed  on  Public  Lands 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  am  willing,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned,  to  let  the  tariff  bill  be  passed 
over  informally. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  objects  to  that. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  teet  the  sense  of  the  Senate  by  moving  to 
lay  the  tariff  bill  oA  the  tabie  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  trust  not.  The  Sena- 
tor can  call  this  biW  up  at  some  ottiier  lime. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  We  never  have  time  to 
discBss  it  daring  the  momhig  hour. 

Mr.  COBBETT.  I  fcave  no  objection  to 
yielding  for  Hm  pnrpoee  of  testing  the  sense 
of  the  SoBftte. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Oregon  yields  to  tiio  Senator  from  Min- 
nesota, who  moves  to  lay  the  tnriff  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CORBETT.     For  fifteen  minutes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  such 
motion  as  laying  a  bill  on  the  table  for  fit\een 
minutes. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  shall  object  to  laying  it 
on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESID£)NT.  If  the  homestead 
bill  should  be  debafted  over  fifteen  minutes  or 
f^ny  other  nnr&asonable  length  of  time,  any 
Senator  can  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table  and 
again  take  up  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  OORBBTT.     I  prefer  not  to  do  that. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  will  be  witling  to  waive  his  ^^ech  for 
half  an  hour  for  the  benefit  of  soldiers  of  this 
country. 

Mr.  CORBETT.     I  will,  certainly. 

Mr.  SfiERMAN.    I  object  to  that  motion. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is 
unknown  to  ^e  rules. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.^'The  soldiers'  bill  will 
pass  in  a  little  while  any  day. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Never,  unless  we  can  get 
a  chance  for  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  This  is  the  third  time  it 
has  been  up. 

Mr.  WInDOM.  It  has  been  reported  more 
than  a  month,  and  on  the  Calendu:,  and  it  has 
been  objected  to  two  or  three  times.  I  think 
it  is  quHe  as  important  as  the  tariff  bill  at 
present. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Minnesota  moves  that  the  tariff  bill  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  On  that  motion  I  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays.* 

Mr.  SHERM^^N.  The  soldiers'  bill  will 
pass  in  good  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is 
not  debatable.  It  is  moved  that  the  tariff  bill 
lie  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  Is  this  motion  to  lav 
the  tariff  bill  on  the  table? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  To  lay  on  the 
table ;  that  is  the  only  motion  of  the  kind 
ktiown  to  the  eleventh  rule ;  but  the  Senator 
from  Minnesota  indicated  that  after  some  time 
spent  on  the  soldiers'  bill  he  would  not  object 
to  ^ave  it  laid  on  the  table  for  the  purpose  of 
resuming  the  tariff  bill,  but  that  depexros  on  a 
vote.     It  will  require  a  vote  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  am  willing  to  have  the 
soldiers'  bill  heard  and  voted,  and  I  will  vote 
for  the  motion  for  that  purpose ;  but  if  th*; 
tariff  bill  is  to  be  carried  permanently  on  the 
table,  I  should  vote  against  the  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  it  be  laid  on 
the  table  it  will  lie  there  until  the  Senate  shall 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  tariff  bill, 
Which  they  can  do  by  a  vote  at  any  time. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  After  the  explanation 
made  by  the  President,  I  have  no  objection  to 
this  motion,  and  will  vote  for  it. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nayb, 
resultedr-yeas  37,  nays  10;  as  follows: 

TEAS—MeBsn!.  Alcorn,  Ames,  Blair.  Boreman. 
Oftldwell,  Cameron,  Oarpentfer,  Casserly.  Cbandlo'. 
Oooper,  Corbett.  Edmunos,  Ferryof  Mlohifan.  Fre- 
lincnaysen,  Hamilton  of  Tmlm,  Uarlan.  Hitchcock. 
Johnston.  Kelly,  Logan,  Morton.  Osborn,  Pome- 
roy,  Pool,  Pratt.  Ramsey,  Rice.  Saulabury,  Saw- 
yer, Schan.  Seencer.  Stevenson,  Stewart,  St«ek- 
ton,  Samner,  Irambnll.  and  Windom— ^. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Cole.  Gilbert.  Hamilton  of  Mary- 
land, Hamlin,  Hill,  Moriill  of  Maine.  Robertson, 
Scott.  Sherman,  and  Vickers— 10. 

ABSBNT^Messrs.  Anthony.  Bayard.  Brownlow, 
Buckingham,  Clayton,  Conkhhf,  Cra«rin.  Davis  of 
Kentucky,  Davis  of  West  Virgmia,  Fenton,  Ferry 
of  ConneetiouUFlanacaniOoldthwaite,  Howe,  K^- 
logs,  Levis,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Korwood.  Nye. 
Patterson.  Sprague,  Thurman,  Tipton,  West,  Wil- 
son, and  Wright— 26. 

So  the  motion  was  acrecd  to;  and  the  tariff 
bill  was  laid  on  the  table, 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The    Senator 
from  Minnesota  now  moves  that  the  Senate 
resume  the   consideration    of  the    soldiers* 
homestead  bill. 
'The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
fVom  Illinois  [Mr.  Log  ax]  was  entitled  to  the 
floor  at  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  have  no  disposition  to 
discuss  the  bill  at  all  unless  some  Senator 
desires  to  ask  me  a  question  in  reference  to 
some  particular  portion  of  it  ' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  [Mr.  Stewart]  rose  for  that 
purpose  at  the  close  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  rise  to  say  one  word. 
I  do  not  want  to  discuss  the  bill  either.  I  in- 
tend to  vote  for  the  bill  for  the  reason  that  it 
has  the  one  saving  provision  in  it,  that  there 
shall  be  Actual  settlement  upon  the  lands,  no 
scrip ;  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  understand 
that  if  amendments  are  proposed  to  this  bill 
so  as  to  avoid  that  settlement,  they  will  open 
the  flood-gates  at  once.    If  that  is  not  done 
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this  will  be  a  very  usefal  bill.  There  is  no 
reason  why  a  person  should  reside  five  vears 
on  the  land  before  acquiring  a  title.  If  he  is 
an  actual  resident  at  the  time  of  claimiog  the 
patent,  and  has  resided  one  year,  that  is  all- 
sufficient,  because  it  would  be  entirely  imprac- 
ticable on  any  large  scale  for  speculators  to 
put  soldiers  upon  the  land  for  a  year  and  make 
anything  out  of  getting  patents  by  that  means. 
It  might  be  done  to  some  extent,  but  it  would 
not  be  a  profitable  investment.  Under  the 
law  passed  heretofore,  over  seventy  million 
acres  of  land  have  been  absorbed  by  specula- 
tors.  We  issued  scrip.  The  soldiers  sold  that 
scrip  to  specnlatore  for  a  mere  trifle,  and  they 
monopolized  the  lands  in  advance  of  settle- 
ment. That  was  one  of  the  most  injurious 
laws  that  was  ever  passed. 

I  make  ihia  statement  because  when  the  bill 
came  from  the  House  I  opposed  it,  and  seyeral 
other  Senators  did  also,  and  we  wet e  severely 
criticised  by  persons  who  did  not  understand 
our  opposition.  We  wanted  a  provision  in  it 
(and  that  was  the  position  of  eeveral  members 
of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands)  whereby 
the  soldiers  should  go  upon  the  land.  If  you 
reliere  him  from  the  necessity  of  re.iiding  upon 
it  for  five  years,  that  is  a  great  boon  to  him. 
The  bill  grants  him  practically  doable  the 
amount  that  is  granted  to  aaybodyelse,  beeanse 
he  may  go  upon  double  minimum  land  along 
the  lines  of  the  railroads,  whiAe  persons  who 
are  not  stfldiers  will  have  to  go  outside  of  those 
grants;  and  practically  for  the  next  ten  years 
the  lands  that  are  desirable  for  settlement  will 
be  double  minimum  lands  along  the  lines  of 
railroads.  Other  settlers,  not  soldiars,  will 
prefer  to  take  eighty  acres  there,  and  they  can 
only  get  eighty,  to  going  outside.  So  the  sol- 
dier has  a  bounty  of  eighty  acres  of  land,  which 
more  than  doubles  his  possession,  because  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  is  really 
more  than  twice  as  valuable  as  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres.  Eighty  acres  are  insufficient  for  a  farm . 
]*he  soldier  will  be  eniitled  to  one  hundred  and 
«ixty  acres  inside  of  a  railroad  grant.  He  can 
go  along  the  railroad  lines  as  the  railroads 
progress  and  fiad  a  home  and  reside  upon  it 
one  year,  and  by  that  means  acquire  a  title.  It 
is  really  a  great  bounty  to  him. 

I  think  the  bill  is  well  guarded.  I  have 
read  it  over,  and  I  do  not  think  there  will  be 
any  great  abuses  under  it.  There  will  be 
abuses  under  almost  any  law  that  you  can  pass 
in  regard  to  the  public  lands  ;  but  this  bill 
appears  to  be  guarded  so  that  we  need  not 
appirehead  very  great  abuses,  and  it  will  ac- 
complish the  purpose  that  any  person  who  is 
in  earnest  to  benefit  the  soldiers  has  in  view. 
I  shall  cheerfully  vote  for  the  bill  as  reported 
by  the  committee,  and  I  am  glad  they  have 
solved  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  UOKTON.  The  main  feature  of  the 
bill  is  to  allow  tbe  soldier  to  count  as  a  part 
of  his  occupation  the  time  he  served  in  the 
Army.  I  think  that  is  right,  and  nobody  can 
object  to  it.  At  the  same  time  I  think  it  is 
important  to  preserve  the  featare  of  actual 
settlement  to  guard  against  speculations.. 
Therefore  it  is  that  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
lllinoiato  state  what  construction  he  would 
give  to  the  third  section,  which  provides  that 
where  the  soldier  is  dead  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  may  appoint  a  guardian. 

Mr.  POMEHOY.     No ;  not  appoint. 

Mr.   MORTON.    That  «*  a  guardian  duly 
Appointed,  and    officially    accredited    at  the 
DppartnMnt  of  the  Interior,  shall  be  entilied 
to  all  the  benefits  enumerated  in  this  aof 
'I'he  question  I  desire  to  ask  is,  whether  this 
iroardian  thus  appointed  is  required  by  the 
I.&W,  or  expected,  nimself,  to  make  the  actual 
^-ettiementy  to  serve  out  the  time  tl^at  is  re- 
quired beyond  that  which  was  served  in  the 
iVrmy  by  the  person  on  whose  behalf  the  set- 
tlement is  maae  ?  If  the  soldier  who  died,  and 
vrhose  heirs  are  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this 
settlement,  lerred  three  years  in  the  Army, 
tlien  there  are  two  years  yet  to  be  provided 


for  by  actual  occupation  of  the  land  if  he  were 
living.  Now,  if  he  is  dead,  what  is  the  guard- 
ian required  to  do  in  regard  to  those  two  years? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  There  is  nothing  in  the  sec- 
tion that  positively  requires  that  he  shall  settle 
on  it.  The  section  provides  that  '*  a  guardian 
duly  appointed,  and  officially  accredited  at  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  the  benefits  enumerated  in  this  act.'' 
He  is  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  that  are  given 
to  others,  and  nothing  more.  Therefore^  I 
should  say,  the  distinction  here  is,  the  soldier 
being  dead,  he  cannot  occupy  and  improve 
the  land ;  but  the  guardian  would  be  required 
to  have  it  ocoapiea  and  improved.  That  would 
be  my  constraetion  of  it. 

Mr.  MOBRILL,  of  Maine.  The  Senator  will 
perceive  that  as  it  now  stands  it  would  seem 
to  be  implied,  as  suggested  by  the  Senator 
frott  Indiana,  that  it  would  then  go  without 
any  actual  settlement  at  all,  that  the  guardian 
would  succeed  to  the  title  to  that  land,  and 
would  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  the  act 
without  any  actual  settlement.  Of  course,  that 
is  not  intended  by  the  committee;  but  it  is 
apparent  that  the  section  is  susceptible  of  that 
construction. 

While  i  am  up  I  will  ask  the  Senator  what 
he  understands  to  be  the  effidCt  of  section  five : 

That  any  soldier,  sailor,  msrlne,  officer,  or  other 
person  oomins  within  tbe  provisions  of  this  sot  may. 
18  well  by  an  aceat  as  in  person,  enter  upon  said 
homestead. 

The  same  question  might  arise  there.  Is 
that  to  be  an  actual  occupation,  or,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  is  the 
actual  occu^tioa  in  that  case  remitted,  and 
ace  the  parties  to  succeed  to  the  title  to  have 
the  same  benefits  that  the  soldier  would  have 
had  without  the  occupation ;  in  other  words, 
does  it  dispense  with  any  actual  settlement? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  No,  sir.  If  the  Senator  will 
allow  me,  I  will  state  to  him  how  I  under- 
stand it  at  least.  Six  months  is  allowed  for 
the  entry ;  that  is,  to  go  and  enter  the  land  at 
the  land  office,  or  for  whatever  arrangement 
is  necessary  prior  to  the  settlement.  This  may 
be  done  by  an  agent.  If  tbe  Senator  will 
examine  this  fifth  section  he  will  find  that  it 
reads: 

That  aay^  soldier,  sailor,  marine,  of&eor,  or  other 
person  comins  within  the  provisions  of  this  act  may. 
as  well  by  an  asent  w  in  person,  enter  upon  said 
homestead. 

"  Enter  upon  ;*'  that  is,  the  entry  that  takes 
place  under  the  six  months  first  mentioned. 

Provided,  That  said  claimant  in  person  shall 
within  the  time  prescribed  commence  settlement 
and  imptroremeBts  oa  the  sMie.  and  thereafter  f alfili 
all  the  roqulrements  of  this  act. 

That  fifth  section  means  that  he  may  employ 
an  agent  to  make  the  entry  under  the  first  six 
months'  time  that  is  given  for  the  entry  to 
be  made ;  but  afier  that  entry  is  made,  within 
the  twelve  months,  the  occupatiou  and  im- 
provement of  the  land  must  be  by  the  person 
himself,  and  not  by  the  agent.  That  is  the 
meaning  of  the  section,  and  in  fact  it  is  the 
language  of  the  section. 

Mr.  MORTON.  One  word  further.  Accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  if  a  soldier 
died  in  the  Army  during  the  period  of  his 
enlistment,  or  at  any  time  subsequent,  five 
years  aao,  his  heirs  through  their  guardian  are 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  law.  This  would 
create  a  very  large  number  of  heirs  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  this  law,  approaching  pretty 
nearly  to  the  number  of  the  living.  But  now, 
under  the  terms  of  this  bill,  would  not  the 
guardian,  having  made  the  location > 

Mr.  FOMBKOY.  The  guardian  cannot 
make  any  location. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Would  not  the  gnardian 
be  entitled  to  bare  thn  patent  issued,  so  that 
so  far  aa  all  heiss  are  oonoemed,  the  title 
would  issue  without  any  actual  occupation 
baynnd  the  mere  location  by  the  guardian? 
The  guardian  would  have  tn  locate  ;  but  does 
not  the  bill  practically  dispense  with  any 
actual  occupation  beyond  thi&  of  mere  selec- 


tion upon  the  part  of  the  heirs?    That  is  the 
point  of  difficulty  I  see. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  I  am  glad  he  has  called  attention  to  the 
third  section  of  the  bill.  I  think  I  can  explain 
it.  This  subject  has  been  before  the  com- 
mittee for  a  long  time,  and  there  is  not  a 
line  in  the  bill  that  we  have  not  studied.  If 
the  Senator  will  put  his  eye  on  the  third 
section,  it  reads  thus: 

That  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  person  who 
would  be  entitled  to  a  homeetead  under  the  provis> 
ioBB  of  the  first  section  of  this  act-' 

Who  are  they?  W^e  will  go  back  and  see 
who  they  are. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     Sohiiera. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Yes,  but  not  the  guard- 
ians of  minors.  We  will  see  who  they  are. 
The  first  section  reads: 

That  every  privatesoldier  and  officer  who  has  served 
in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  dnriac  the  reeent 
rebellion  for  ninety  days  or  more,  and  who  was 
honorably  discharged,  and  has  remained  loyal  to 
the  Government,  ineludinf  the  troons  mustered 
into  the  serviee  of  the  United  States  by  vlrtao  of 
the  third  section  of  an  act  entitled  "An  aot  maklQg 
appropriations  for  oompletinK  the  defenses  bfWash- 
intton,  and  for  other  purposes/'  approved  Felnnary 

iZ,  1862.  and  every  seaman,  marine^  and  offieer  who 
las  served  in  the  Navy  of  the  United  States  or  in 
the  Marine  corps,  during  the  rebellion,  for  ninety 
days,  and  who  was  honorably  discharged,  and 
has  remained  loyal  to  the  Qoveraaent.  shall,  on 
compliance  with  tbe  provisions  of  an  act  entitled 
**An  act  to  secure  homestead.*!  to  actual  settlers  on 
thepnbliodomaln,"  andtheaetsaraendatory  thereof 
as  heoeinafter  modified,  be  eaiitted  to  eater,  Ac. 

Those  are  the  people  who  cnn  secure  a  home- 
stead on  the  public  domain  under  this  bill — no 
guardian,  no  agent;  and  every  one  must  apply 
in  person  for  it.  Now,  in  that  view,  take  up 
the  third  sectioa  of  the  bill,  which  reads — 

That  in  the  case  of  the  death  of  any  person  who 
would  be  entitled  to  a  homestead  under  tbe  provis* 
ions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act- 
That  is,  any  soldier  who  has  located  in  per- 
son and  died  after  hia  location.  Then  the 
guardian  of  his  children  or  hia  widow  may 
take  up  and  complete  the  settlement.  That  is 
the  meaning  of  that. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  In  order  to  remove  all 
doubt  on  that  anbiect  I  will  submit  an  anaend- 
ment  to  that  third  section. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     We  do  not  want  any. 

Mr.  WINDOM.     Why  not? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  It  is  perfectly  clear  now.  It 
applies  to  tbe  first  section,  and  the  first  section 
requires  settlemenL 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I^t  us  hear  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  was  going  to  suggest 
this  amendment:  to  insert  after  the  word 
^^act,"  in  the  seventh  line,  the  words  **  sub- 
ject to  all  the  provisions  as  to  settlement  and 
improvements  therein  contained.'' 

Mr.  MORTON  and  others.  That  obviates 
the  difficulty. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  There  is  no  objection  to 
that.    That  is  the  way  it  is,  anyhow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
ol^eotion  this  amendment  will  be  regarded  as 
agreed  to.  The  Gbair  will  also  suggest  that  a 
comma  be  inserted  after  the  word  ''appointed,* ' 
in  the  fifth  line,  so  as  to  remove  all  doubt  on 
that  subject. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Let  the  section 
be  read  as  it  now  stands. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  3.  That  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  person 
who  would  bo  entitled  to  a  homestead  under  tbe 
provisions  of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  his  widow, 
if  unmarried,  or  in  ease  of  her  death  or  marriage. 
then  bii  minor  orphan  ehildren,  by  a  guardian  duly 
appointed  and  officially  acorodited  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  oen- 
efits  enumerated  in  this  act.  subjoet  to  all  the  pro- 
visions as  to  settlement  and  improvement  therein 
contained:  Provided.  That  if  such  person  died  dur- 
ing his  term  of  enlistment,  the  whole  term  of  bii 
enlistment  shall  bededeoied  from  the  time  hereto- 
fore required  to  perfeot  his  title. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  What  the  committee 
have  tried  to  aroid  is  the  aseignment  of  rights 
or  land  warrants.  There  has  been  a  great 
contest  in  this  coantry  whether  soldiers  shoold 
have  something  they  could  assign  or  sell  in 
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the  market.  The  committee  decided  that  that 
was  not  expedient,  but  that  every  one  should 
be  required  to  locate  on  the  land. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  explanation  of  the 
Senator  from  Kansas,  I  think,  is  not  satisfac- 
tory. He  makes  this  section  to  apply  to  any 
person  who,  after  having  made  his  location, 
should  then  die,  but  that  is  utterly  incon- 
sistent with  the  proviso  in  the  same  section, 
"  provided,  that  if  such  person  died  during  the 
term  of  enlistment,"  showing  that  it  applied 
to  those  who  even  died  during  the  war  and 
before  the  passage  of  this  bill.  Therefore  it 
does  not  refer  to  those  who  may  make  loca- 
tion after  the  passage  of  this  bill  or  at  any 
time  subsequent  to  the  war,  and  shows  that  it 
refers  to  soldiers  without  reference  to  the  time 
when  they  died.  The  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  may  meet  the 
case,  but  I  am  not  sure  that  it  does.  It  says 
'*  subject  to  all  the  provisions  and  conditions 
of  this  act;'*  but  will  that  make  it  necessary 
for  the  guardian  of  a  child  to  go  and  make 
actual  occupation  ?  If  so,  it  will  never  be  com- 
plied with. 

Mr.  FHELINGHUYSEN.  I  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  to  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  which  says  in  terms 
that  no  patent  shall  issue  to  any  homestead 
settler  who  has  not  resided  upon  the  land  one 
year.  Then  the  third  section  provides  for  the 
case  of  the  death  of  any  person  who  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  homestead  under  the  provisions 
of  the  first  section,  referring  to  this  very  pro- 
vision. 

Mr.  MORTON.  That  would  cut  it  off 
entirely.  The  questiou  is,  whether  in  case  of 
a  man  who  died  during  the  war  and  the  guardian 
of  his  children  now  comes  in  and  makes  the 
locaiion,  but  under  the  conditions  provided  in 
the  previous  act,  it  does  not  mean  that  that 
guardian  shall  go  and  actually  occupy  the 
land  ?  If  so,  it  would  be  inoperative,  and  yet 
that  would  be  the  effect  of  it. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSBN.  The  act  is  ex- 
plicit that  no  patent  shall  issue  unless  they  do 
occupy  the  land. 
Mr.  MORTON.  That  would  defeat  the  bill. 
Mr.  WINDOM.  My  understanding  of  that 
section  is,  that  the  minor  children  or  the  or- 
phan children  may  by  their  guardian  have  the 
benefit  of  it ;  that  is,  settlement  must  be  made 
by  the  widow  or  children,  and  the  guardian  is 
appointed  simply  as  the  instrument  through 
which  the  act  is  to  be  carried  out.  The  settle- 
ment is  to  be  made  by  the  widow  or  children 
of  the  soldier  who  is  entitled,  but  the  guardian 
is  simply  appointed  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
act. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  word 
'*  guardian  '^  were  inserted  in  the  fifth  section, 
it  might  settle  the  controversy. 

Mr."€OLE.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  on 
page  2,  section  one^  afler  line  twenty- five,  by 
inserting  the  following : 

And  apon  lands  granted  by  Congress  to  any  rail- 
road company  in  ease  of  any  default  or  neglect  on 
the  part  of  suob  company  in  constracting  its  road  or 
in  complying  with  the  law  of  Congress  making  the 
land  grunL 

I  hope  this  amendment  will  be  adopted,  and 
I  rather  think  it  will  be. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     What  does  it  mean  ? 

Mr.  COLE.  It  authorizes  homestead  settle- 
ment upon  lands  granted  to  railroads  in  case 
there  has  been  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
railroad  company  to  comply  with  the  law  mak- 
ing the  grant.  In  case  of  a  default,  it  opens 
those  lands  to  homestead  settlement,  instead  of 
leaving  them  withdrawn  from  the  market  or 
from  homestead  settlement  indefinitely,  as  is 
the  case  now  very  often. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator, would  not  that  be  a  complication  that 
would  be  very  troublesome?  For  instance, 
the  Question  would  arise  as  to  whether  a  grant 
had  lapsed  or  not,  and  soldiers  might  be  in- 
duced to  go  on  the  land,  misjudging  the  law, 
upon  mere  hearsay  or  rumor,  or  something  of 
the  kind,  and  might  involve  themselves  ia  I 


trouble.  Of  course  I  should  like  the  principle 
very  well  if  it  could  be  applied ;  but  as  I  look 
upon  it,  I  think  it  would  produce  much  more 
difficulty  than  benefit. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  apprehend  it  would  produce 
no  difficulty  whatever.  The  homestead  settler 
always  runs  some  risk  of  encroaching  on  some 
other  settler  or  ou  some  other  person's  land. 
They  have  to  encounter  a  great  deal  of  dif- 
ficulty in  order  to  establish  their  homes  upon 
the  public  lands,  and  this  will  not  add  to  their 
other  annoyances  to  any  very  ^reat  degree,  I 
am  certain,  but  will  do  a  justice  to  them  in 
allowing  them  to  go  upon  the  public  lands 
when  there  has  been  neglect  on  the  part  of 
those  who  have  by  a  pretense  secured  a  grant 
of  public  lands  for  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road and  have  failed  to  comply  with  the  provis- 
ions of  the  grant.  We  know  that  grants  of 
lands  have  b^n  made  to  railroad  companies 
that  have  utterly  neglected  to  go  on  and  comply 
with  the  law.  Then  they  are  in  the  habit  of 
coming  and  asking  Congress  to  extend  their 
grants  from  year  to  year,  thus  holding  large 
tracts  of  the  public  land  from  the  actual  set- 
tler, and  from  the  soldiers  and  their  widows, 
freatly  to  the  detriment  of  the  whole  country, 
f  they  do  not  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
the  law,  of  course  those  grants  ought  to  be 
forfeited.  That  is  the  very  condition  upon 
which  they  were  made. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  is  a  separate  matter. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  is  not  a  separate  matter; 
it  is  a  proper  provision  to  be  inserted  here, 
to  allow  soldiers  to  settle  upon  these  lands  in 
the  case  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
panies to  com]3ly  with  the  munificent  acts  of 
Congress  granting  lands  to  railroad  companies. 

I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  this 
amendment.  I  think  there  ou^ht  to  be  none. 
The  suggestion  of  the  Senator  irom  Illinois  is 
easily  obviated.  To  be  sure  a  person  making 
a  settlement  upon  unoccupied  lands  may,  in 
some  instances,  settle  upon  lands  that  have 
not  been  forfeited,  but  he  will  not  be  likely  to 
do  it;  he  will  make  his  settlement  at  his  peril. 
It  cannot  hurt  the  railroad  if  he  improves  their 
land.     It  can  do  nobody  any  harm. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     It  may  do  him  harm. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  will  do  him  no  harm,  for  be 
will  exercise  due  caution.  It  is  a. thing  that 
ought  to  be  conceded  in  all  such  cases.  Let 
us  now  do  a  little  something  for  the  benefit  of 
the  citizen  as  against  these  large  corporations 
who  get  hold  of  lands  by  act  of  Congress  and 
hold  on  to  them  without  improving  them. 

It  is  time  that  some  of  our  legislation  looked 
to  the  benefit  of  the  citizen,  the  poor  man, 
the  soldier,  if  you  please,  rather  than  to  the 
benefit  exclusively  of  these  large  corporations. 
I  know  it  is  a  fact  that  those  who  are  power- 
ful enough  to  take  care  of  themselves  are 
those  who  exact  most  legislation  of  Congress, 
and  those  who  are  least  able  to  take  care  of 
themselves,  and  who  need  protection,  are  those 
who  have  been  receiving  least  consideration 
at  the  hands  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 
It  is  time  that  we  reversed  our  policy ;  it  is 
time  that  we  did  something  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people  and  soldiers  otHhe  country;  and 
I  ask  now  only  what  is  riglat  on  their  behalf, 
that  when  these  corporations  have  neglected 
their  duty,  have  violated  their  obligations,  the 
honest  settler  may  go  and  make  his  home  upon 
what  still  remains  public  land,  which  has  not 
passed  from  the  public  ownership. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     He  can  do  so  now. 

Mr.  COLE.  No ;  he  cannot,  under  the  law. 
The  lands  are  withdrawn  and  withheld  from 
market,  and  not  subject  to  homestead  settle- 
ment. 

Mr.  WINDOM.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  should  like  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  California. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sena- 
tor from  Minnesota  yield  to  the  Senator  from 
Iowa? 

Mr.  WINDOM.    Tei,  lir. 


Mr.  HARLAN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  ^' after  the  same  shall 
have  become  Rubject  to  sale  at  private  enir;." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment  with  that  proviso. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  When  I  yielded  to  the 
Senator  from  Iowa,  I  had  risen  for  the  par- 
pose  of  offering  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment which  I  like  better  than  iiis.  Therefore, 
I  will  suggest  it  now,  if  he  will  allow  nie.  It 
is  to  add  after  the  words  of  the  ameudment 
of  the  Senator  from  California  the  wordj 
**  after  such  default,  neglect,  or  non-compli- 
ance has  been  declared  by  proper  authority." 

Mr.  MORTON.  That  means  the  same  thing 
exactl  V 

Mr.  WINDOM.  My  object  in  that  is  to 
prevent  a  complication  growing  out  of  the 
question  whether  these  lands  are  sabject  to 
entry  or  not. 

Mr.  STEWART.     After  that  has  been  de- 
clared by  proper  authority,  the  iands  would 
be  open  as  public  lands  by  the  terms  of  every 
act  that  has  been  passed.    Is  it  proposed  to  do 
more  than  that,  and  to  say  **byaoy  default?" 
It  might  be  a  aefault  in  regard  to  a  coudition 
that  would  forfeit  the  land ;  it  might  be  some 
other  default  that  would  not  forfeit  the  land 
according  to  the  terms  of  the  grant.    Your 
railroad  acts  provide  that  certain  thiols  shall 
be  done,  and  certain  things  are  prescribed  u 
conditions,  and  certain  other  things  required 
to  be  done  are  not  conditions.    Now,  if  it 
was  confined  to  those  conditions  of  forfeiture, 
and  then  that  it  should  be  properly  declared 
by  competent  authority,  the  amendment  would 
do  no  harm,  but  would  simply  have  no  mean- 
ing, because  they  would  be  public  lands  then, 
liable,  as  all  other  public  lands  are,  to  be  set- 
tled upon.     If  it  means  by  any  failure  on  the 
part  of  the  railroad  company,  then  it  might 
ne  dangerous,  because  it  might  not  be  such  a 
failure  as  to  work  a  forfeiture ;  but  if  it  meau 
such  a  failure  as  will  work  a  forfeiture,  the 
authorities  are  bound  to  declare  a  forfeiture, 
and  they  would  declare  it  under  existing  laws, 
and  the  settlers  would  know  where  to  go,  aod 
the  amendment  would  amount  to  nothing. 

I  think,  therefore,  we  had  better  not  mii 
that  kind  of  legislation  with  this  bill.  This  ii 
a  good  bill.  If  there  is  any  necessity  to  legis- 
late with  regard  to  the  lands  that  have  bees 
granted  to  railroads,  let  us  have  a  direct 
proposition,  so  as  to  see  what  we  are  doiog, 
and  not  mix  it  up  with  this  bill,  which  every- 
body consents  ought  to  pass,  and  thus  raise  i 
collateral  discussion  on  the  bill.  It  will  be 
discussed  in  the  other  House  and  in  this,  aod 
when  we  have  got  before  us  a  bill  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  soldiers  that  we  can  agree  upon, 
and  have  only  a  little  time  to  pass  it  in,  why 
not  pass  it?  This  is  really  one  of  the  most 
beneficent  bills  that  has  ever  been  passed  m 
behalf  of  the  soldiers.  It  is  the  6rst  one  of 
these  land  bills  for  the  benefit  of  soldiers  tbtt 
was  not,  under  the  name  of  benefiting  soldiers, 
for  the  benefit  of  speculators.  This  bill  will 
be  agreat  benefit  to  the  soldiers.  It  gives  them 
eighty  acres  of  land  more  than  a  civilian  can 
get,  and  that  land  worth  $2  50  an  acre,  and 
relieves  them  from  four  years  of  residencs 
upon  it,  gives  them  a  home  at  once  ngbi 
along  the  lines  of  the  railroads  on  the  Gov- 
ernment minimum  lands.  We  are  all  for  it, 
and  let  us  pass  it  as  it  is.  Do  not  let  as  mix 
it  up  with  any  other  sort  of  legislation  not 
matured  or  reported  by  a  committee.  . 

Mr.  CONKLING,  As  I  understand  this 
amendment,  there  are  two  classes  of  Senators 
who  ought  not  to  vote  for  it.  Those  who  are 
in  favor  of  this  bill  ought  not  to  vote  for  Jt; 
and  second,  those  who  are  in  favor  of  bring- 
ing back  into  the  public  domain  lands  hereto- 
fore granted  to  railroad  companies  who  have 
ceas^  to  deserve  those  lands.  Those  who  are 
in  favor  of  this  bill  ought  not  to  vote  for  n 
because  it  insnarls  the  bill  with  a  subject  en- 
tirely foreign  to  it,  depending  upon  things 
1  kftving  no  reference  whatever  to  this,  which  are 
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certain  to  endanger  its  passage  through  the 
House,  and  endanger  its  passage  here. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  California  tells 
us  that  there  are  defaulting  railway  companies 
and  other  grantees  who  sbould  be  roadeto  for- 
feit, if  they  have  not  forfeited  already ,  their 
land  grants,  and  thai  they  are  coming  here 
continually  to  poultice  their  troubles  with  new 
legislation  to  keep  their  grants  along,  and 
therefore  he  offers  this  amendment.  1  submit 
to  him  that  that  is  a  very  strange  nonsequUur. 
Does  he  want  these  delaulting  railroad  com- 
panies to  continue  to  possess  their  unearned 
and  undeserved  grants  unless  soldiers  occupy 
them?  I  take  it  not.  He  wants  to  bring  back 
into  the  public  domain  so  many  lands  as  he 
can  reach,  which  he  says  ought  to  be  taken 
from  the  companies  to  which  they  have  been 
given. 

With  what  reason,  then,  does  he  offer  an 
amendment  to  have  no  effect  at  all  in  that 
direction  except  so  far  as  soldiers  may  go  and 
possess  isolated  pieces  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  each?  I  submit  to  the  Senator 
that  is  not  the  way.  He  wants  a  general  bill 
which,  without  reference  to  occupation  by 
soldiers,  without  reference  to  occupation  by 
settlers  generally,  hitting  the  market  irrespect- 
ive of  settlers,  shall  restore  to  the  public  do- 
main so  much  of  that  domain  as  has  been 
alienated  to  companies  who  ought  to  be  com- 
pelled to  restore  it,  or  whose  grants  have 
lapsed  and  who  deserve  no  revival  of  those 
grants.  Is  not  that  his  purpose?  Surely  it 
is  *,  and  here  is  an  ameudmoni  which  scarcely 
saves  at  the  spigot,  simply  withdraws  such 
lands  as  soldiers  may  go  aud  locate  upon. 

I  submit  to  the  Senator  it  is  a  partial,  frac- 
tional attempt  to  accomplish  his  purpose,  to 
be  ingrafted  upon  a  bill  to  which  it  has  no 
reference,  and  with  the  danter  which  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  has  already  pointed  out. 
Who  wants  to  invite  the  soldiers  of  the  coun- 
try to  go  out  and  undertake — as  I  might  almost 
say  to  jump  claims — undertake  to  compete 
with  railway  corporations  for  the  title  to  a  par- 
Ucolar  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
and  litigate  with  them,  and  be  worn  out,  of 
cooraci  as  every  lawyer  knows  individuals 
always  are,  even  if  they  are  rich,  who  enlist 
io  a  war  with  a  corporation  which  never  dies, 
and  which  can  fight  beyond  the  life  of  man  ? 
He  does  not  want  that ;  but  he  does  want,  I 
submit,  if  anything  on  this  subject,  an  inde- 
pendent bill  which  shall  cover  the  whole  ground, 
which  shall  reverse  the  policy  of  reviving  de- 
funct grants  or  extending  those  about  to  lapse, 
and  which  shall  bring  back  into  the  public 
domain  such  lands  heretofore  given  to  railroad 
companies  as  they  ought  not  to  have. 

I  nope  the  honorable  Senator  will  not  insist 
on  his  amendment,  but  will  let  us  pass  this 
soldiers'  homestead  bill,  which  everybody  is 
for,  and  which  does  not  at  all  stand  in  the 
way  of  his  presenting  his  proposition  at  a 
proper  time  and  in  proper  form. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  wish  simply  to  unite  with 
the  Senator  from  New  York  in  appealing  to 
the  Senator  from  California  to  withdraw  this 
amendment.  It  seems  to  me  it  can  be  fraught 
trith  mischief  only,  and  can  do  no  good.  In 
the  first  place,  as  stated  by  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  it  will  lead  to  a  long  discussion  in 
the  other  House,  and  probably  to  a  defeat  of 
the  whole  bill,  growing  out  of  this  complicated 
question  which  the  Senator  from  New  York 
Has  alluded  to.  In  the  second  place,  if  the 
acnendment  of  the  Senator  from  Califoritia 
fliiould  be  adopted,  what  would  be  the  result 
of  it?  Simply  to  constitute  every  soldier  a 
sort  of  judge  as  to  whether  the  various  land- 
j^rmnt railroad  companies  had  forfeited  or  failed 
to  comply  with  the  terms  of  their  grant  or  not. 

Jfr.  CONKI^ING.    To  make  him  an  adven- 


ICr.  WINDOM.  Yes,  sir;  and  if  he  made 
a  mi^ndgment  on  the* matter,  and  had  to  con- 
teDd  with  these  wealthy  corporation^  it  would 
only  lead  him  into  difficulties,  ana  perhaps 


ruin  him.  There  is  a  vast  country  opened  now 
under  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  it  seems 
to  me  there  is  enough  for  the  soldier  by  the 
present  provisions  of  this  bill,  at  least  until 
some  general  bill,  such  as  the  Senator  from 
New  York  has  suggested,  can  be  passed. 
*  Mr.  S  IE WARr.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  I  will  make  this  further  suggestion :  the 
soldier  is  not  going  to  attempt  settlement  alone 
the  lines  of  defunct  railroads.  The  object  of 
this  bill  is  to  let  him  go  and  settle  upon  the 
line  of  livo  railroads  where  there  is  no  default 

Mr.  WINDOM.  That  is  where  they  are 
going. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Certainly.  They  are  not 
goinff  to  any  other  place.  There  is  no  railroad 
to  take  them  there.  We  do  not  want  to  hold 
out  to  them  any  inducement  to  go  upon  the 
line  of  a  defunct  railroad.  We  want  them  to 
go  on  the  best  railroad  lines,  where  thev  can 
achieve  success,  and  where  they  can  get  lands 
worth  $2  50  an  acre. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  With  the  permission  of  the 
Senate  I  will  withdraw  my  amendment  for  the 
present  and  let  the  vote  be  taken  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
to  the  amendment  is  withdrawn,  and  the  ques- 
tion recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  California. 

Mr.  COLE.  Mr.  President,  the  statement 
made  by  my  friend  from  Nevada  is  a  little  too 
broad.  We  are  already  pretending  in  this 
bill  to  grant  to  these  soldiers  the  privilege  of 
making  homesteads  upon  the  alternate  sections 
not  granted  to  railroads.  They  have  that 
privilege  before  survey,  I  believe;  but  now 
they  are  b^  the  practices  of  the  railroad  com- 

Eanies  which  have  been  so  clearly  portrayed 
ere,  of  a  disposition  to  litigate,  excluded  from 
all  those  lands.  That  is  a  common  practice 
with  some  railroad  companies,  and  the  priv- 
ilege given  in  this  bill  to  the  soldier  to  go  upon 
the  alternate  sections  belonging  to  the  Gov- 
ernment will,  according  to  the  arguments  pre- 
sented by  Senators  here  to-day,  amount  to  no 
privilege  at  all. 

We  are  told  that  this  amendment  will  prob- 
ably defeat  the  bill ;  that  it  will  create  discus- 
sion in  the  other  House.  How  do  we  know 
that?  If  the  question  is  to  be  determined 
whether  the  railroad  companies  of  the  coun- 
try are  stronger  than  Congress,  who  are  sup- 
posed to  represent  the  people,  let  us  have  that 
question  determined  now  and  on  this  bill.  I 
think  it  is  quite  time  that  the  people  had  some 
exhibition  of  their  wishes  in  connection  with 
these  things,  as  well  as  the  railroad  companies. 
I  think  this  is  a  very  proper  place  to  offer 
this  amendment.  I  would  have  offered  it  in 
committee  if  I  had  had  an  opportunity.  I 
have  presented  several  bills  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  eome  of  which  have,  I 
believe,  been  well  considered  by  them,  but 
none  of  them  exactly  embodying  this  prin- 
ciple. But,  sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  opening  all 
the  public  lands  that  can  be  opened  to  actual 
homestead  settlers.  That  was  the  intention 
that  Congress  had  originally  when  it  estab- 
lished our  public-land  system,  in  according  to 
each  settler  one  hundred  aud  sixty  acres  of 
land  upon  which  he  mieht  establish  a  home. 
The  very  policy  of  our  Government  required 
that  as  many  homesteads,  as  many  land  hold- 
ers should  exist  in  the  country  as  possible, 
and  they  made  it  easy  and  cheap  for  persons 
to  become  possessors  of  land  in  their  own 
right.  Sir,  the  possession  of  land  adds  to  the 
independence  ot  man.  It  improves  the  char- 
acter of  our  citizenship.  It  is  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  Republic  at  large,  and  we  should 
not  lose  sight  of  it  in  these  later  days. 

I  believe  that  this  amendment,  if  adopted, 
will  be  no  objection  to  the  bill.  I  know  of  no 
reason  why  the  bill  should  not  pass  the  other 
House  more  readily  on  this  account,  because 
it  offers  the  soldier  something  more,  much 
more,  indeed,  than  is  offered  him  in  the  bill 
as  reported  from  the  committee.     Let  oar  sol- 


diers go  on  these  lands,  when  they  by  right 
belong  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  when  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  railroad 
companies  the  soldiers  become  part  owners  of 
them.  Why,  sir,  ev^ry  American  citizen  is  a 
part  owner  of  the  public  lands.  He  owns  them 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  when  he  chooses  to  go 
upon  them  and  make  his  settlement  there,  they 
become  his  private  property. 

Mr.  BORMiMAN.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator 
from  California  if  these  lands  are  public  lands 
and  subject  to  entry,  is  there  any  necessity  for 
this  amendment  at  all  ?  Is  it  not  merely  repeat- 
ing what  the  law  is?  In  other  words,  will 
not  the  soldiers  be  allowed  to  go  upon  and 
enter  these  lands  without  this  amendment? 
And  therefore  I  think  it  unnecessary ;  it  will 
merely  be  a  trap  to  lead  them  into  litigation 
in  cases  of  doubt  and  difficulty. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  very  glad  of  an  oppor- 
tunity to  answer  the  question  of  the  Senator 
from  West  Virginia.  I  sbould  like  to  have 
these  homestead  claimants  endowed  with  the 
privilege  of  going  upon  these  lands  under  the 
authority  of  law.  and  then  when  the  railroad 
company  comes  hereafter  to  ask  for  an  exten- 
sion of  its  time,  for  another  lease  of  its  domin- 
ion over  that  land,  these  parties  may  be  able 
to  maintain  their  rights  under  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, that  the  homestead  settler  m^  be  able 
to  say  '*  I  have  acquired  a  prior  claim.''  And 
I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from 
West  Virginia  to  a  decision  of  one  of  our  reeent 
Attorneys  General  to  the  effect  that  any  per- 
son going  upoiv  the  public  lands  became  and 
remained  a  trespasser  until  he  got  his  patent 
from  the  United  States.  That  is  the  efllect  of 
the  decision  at  all  events. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Will  the  Senator  from 
California  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  COLE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Are  these  lands  forfeited 
by  these  railroad  companies  now  subject  to 
entry  or  not? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  know  what  company 
the  Senator  refers  to,  if  to  any  particnlar  one. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Any  company  that  has 
failed  to  comply  with  the  conditions  to  which 
you  refer. 

Mr.  COLE.  YeS)  sir;  and  it  is  to  that  very 
point  that  I  am  now  speaking. .  If  they  are 
forfeited,  and  Congress  should  to-day  or  to- 
morrow extend  the  grant,  then  would  the 
settler  upon  that  grant  have  any  protection  ? 
Clearly  not 

Mr.  WINDOM.  The  question  npon  which 
I  want  the  judgment  of  the  Senator  is  this : 
are  these  lands  now  subject  to  the  operation 
of  the  existing  land  laws,  or  not? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suppose  they  are  not  as  long 
as  they  remain  withdrawn  by  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  that  withdrawal  has 
not  been  revoked  by  the  proper  department. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Then,  if  we  pass  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California, 
may  not  the  railroad  companies  claim  that 
by  reason  of  this  enactment  these  laws  are 
declared  by  Congress  to  be  subject  to  nothing 
but  the  entry  of  the  soldier,  and  conseqnentlv 
may  they  not  be  construed  in  favor  of  the  rail- 
road company  except  where  soldiers  have 
actually  taken  the  land  ? 

Mr.  COLE.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  it 
would  bear  that  construction  at  all.  It  opens 
the  lands  to  the  settlement  of  these  soldiers^ 
certainly,  and  if  they  can  settle  upon  them, 
of  course  others  will  settle  upon  them. 

Now,  I  will  reply  to  the  Senator  from  New 
York  on  that  veij  point,  wherein  he  said  they 
will  go  on  there  in  severalty  and  claim  their 
one  nundred  and  sixty  acres  in  an  isolated 
position.  This  amendment,  sir,  will  enable 
them  to  settle  in  neighborhoods  even  if  they 

S\  upon  the  idtemate  sections  claimed  hj  the 
overnment  where  these  railroad  grants  are 
made. 
Mr.  WINDOM.    I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
I  another  qnestion*    Do#s  it  need  an  aet  of 
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Congress  to  permit  &  9oldier  to  go  upon  these 
laiufi  thus  iorieited  ?  Can  the  railioed  com- 
pany not  claim  them  against  anybody  but  the 
soldier  for  whom,  this  act  is  made? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  think  it  will  bear  that 
constraction.  A  sort  of  negative  proposition 
is  that  of  the  Senator  from  Minneaeta.  The 
amendment  opens  the  lands  to  one  class  of 
settless,  and  of  eoarse  they  are  open  to  all  other 
classes  of  settlers.  As  long  as  they  semain 
by  the  Department  withdrawn  from  any  kind 
01  settleaenti  oi  coarse  any  settlement  upon 
them  will  be.  under  the  decision  to  which  I 
alladed  awhile  ago,  a  violation  of  the  law ; 
they  will  he  simply  trespassers,  and  will  have 
no  protection.  They  will  of  course  be  ousted 
by  the  railroad  company  the  very  moment 
there  is  a»  extension  of  the  grant  to  soeh  com- 
paa^i  should  we  fail  to  a&rd  them  the  pro- 
tection this  amendoMiUi  will  give. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendmeat  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
CfUiforniai,  and  desire  to  state  briefly  the  ? ea- 
sons  for  doing  so.  That  Senator  as^d  that  his 
ameiidmeDt  will  give  the  soldier  something  he 
does  not  get  by  tM  original  bill.  That  is  very 
cleat.  That  is  precisely  the  thing  I  do  not 
waoi  to  give  the  soldier ;  that  is^  endless  and 
evadasl^iig  litigation.  He  never  would  know 
whether  he  had  a  title  to  his  land  or  not.  It 
would  defieod  upon  outside  £tct8  to  be  settled 
by  testipBWMBO^  which  he  ooald  know  nothing 
abomt  ia  regard  to  the  compliance  or  non-com" 
pliwM^  by  the  railioad  com>paQy  with  the  con- 
ditions of  the  land  grant. 

I  think,  too,  there  is  great  foree  in  the  sag- 

featioa  m*de  bji  my  frieed  from  Minnesota. 
[ere>  if  we  paae  a  law  providing  that  these 
lands  in  this  condition  shall  be  subject  to  entry 
by  the  aeldAeri  oertaiaiy  we  do  admit  by  that 
actio*  (bat  they  would  not  be  sahject  to  entry 
by  the  soldier  except  for  this  legislalioa ;  that 
is,  they  ere  wA  a  part  of  the  public  lands,  and 
thorefoire  a  company  could  with  very  great 
propriety  say,  as  against  .all  the  world  except 
this  soldier,  Coagreas  has  admitted  that  they 
are  net  pAf Is  of  the  public  lauds. 

Mr.  COLE.  But  aa  they  now  are,  are  they 
subject  to  settlement? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  That  is  wholly  imma- 
terial to  this  poinA. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  answer  wsould  be  that 
they  are  not  subject  to  settlement  by  any 
party. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Whether  they  are  sub- 
ject to  entry,  £  understand  depends  upon 
whether  there  has  been  a  failure,  and  whether 
that  failure  has  been  eslabUshed  iu  some  form. 

Mr.  CONKUNG.  More  than  that,  the 
application  of  the  bill  is  general ;  if  they  are 
subject  to  entry,  are  part  of  the  public  domain, 
the  bill  now  applies  to  tbea,  to  answer  the 
question  of  the  Senator  from  California. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Certaiolythe  Senator 
from  California  has  also  announced  a  very 
brave  purpose  here,  in  which  I  am  in  entire 
sympatay  with  him,  and  that  is,  that  corpora- 
tions  are  beginniog  to  get  too  big  for  this  Gov- 
ernmeut,  and  we  shall  have  to  have  a  scuffle 
with  them.  But  I  do  not  pcopose  to  adjourn 
that  scuffle  from  the  Govemjnent  of  the  United' 
States  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  these  soldiers,  who  have  had  scuftiBg  enough 
with  the  would  siready.  If  we  are  to  deal  with 
those  corporations,  do  not  let  us  turn  out 
agaiuBt  them  these  maimed  and  siek  soldiers 
who  are  olaimiug  homesteads  to  live  upoa  and 
die  upon.  Lotus  '*  go  foe  them''  ourselves. 
Let  us  appoint  the  Senator  fbem  GalifiDmiai  as 
our  leader,  and  lei  us  follow  him  ii|^  into 
the  camp  of  the  corpovalioes  and  disotpluie 
them.  But  do  uot  let  us  go  out  iu  this  indi- 
rect way  and  send  the  pensioiied  soldiers 
after  them. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  desire  to  amend  the 
amendment  as  1  suggested.  I  see  no  objection 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia with  the  amendment  I  have  suggested. 
I  move  to  amend  by  adding  *^  after  the  same 


shall  have  been  subject  to  sale  at  private 
entrv  ' ' 

Mr!  SHERMAN.  I  trust  my  friend  will 
withdraw  that,  because  if  that  amendment  is 
put  on  the  amendment,  it  then  leaves  the  law 
precisely  where  it  stands. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     I  am  not  sure  about  that'. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  there  is  no  doubt 
of  it.  I  merely  make  the  suggestion  to  avoid 
the  consumption  of  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Iowa  that  if  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California  be 
agreed  to  he  can  still  offer  his  amendment 
when  the  bill  shall  have  been  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Then  I  withdraw  it  for  the 
pvesent;  and  if  that  amendment  shall  be 
adopted,  I  will  renew  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
California. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THK  UOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhebsox,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  insisted  upon  its  amead- 
raent  to  the  bill  (S.  No.  681)  to  provide  for  the 
reporting  and  printing  of  the  debates  io  Con- 
gress, disagreed  to  by  the  Senate,  and  agreed 
to  the  conference  asked  by  the  Senate  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon, 
and  had  appointed  Mr.  William  D.  Kkllby 
of  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  John  Beattt  of  Ohio, 
and  Mr,  William  E.  Authur  of  Kentucky, 
managers  at  the  same  on  its  part. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  bill  (S.  No.  820)  to  authorize 
the  restoration  of  Gilbert  Morton  to  the  naval 
service. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
House  had  passed  the  followiag  bills ;  in 
which  it  requested  th^  coucurience  of  the 
Sfinatp  * 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  908)  for  the  relief  of 
George  A .  Stevens,  United  States  Navy : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2048)  for  the  reliof  of 
Robert  A.  Mayo,  of  Richmond,  Virginia;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2049)  granting  a  pension 
to  Mrs.  Margaret  Webber. 

TERMINUS  OF  UNION  PACIFIC  BAILROAD. 

Ml*.  HARLAN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution for  consideration,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed : 

Whereas  the  fourteenth  lection  of  an  apt  approved 
July  1. 1862.  incorporating  the  Union  Paolno  Rail- 
road Company  providee — 

"That  the  said  Union  Pacific  Kailroad  Company 
is  hereby  anthorited  and  required  to  conitract  a 
single  line  of  railroad  and  telegraph  from  a  point  on 
the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  to  be 
fixed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  upon 
the  most  direct  and  practicable  roate,  to  be  scUueot 
to  hhr  approral,  so  as  to  form  a  connection  with  the 
lines  or  said  company  at  some  point  on  the  one 
hundredth  meridian  of  longitude  aforesaid,  from 
the  point  of  commenooment  on  the  western  bound- 
ary of  the  State  of  Iowa,  upon  the  same  terms  and 
conditions,  in  all  respeots,  as  are  contained  in  this 
act  for  the  construction  of  the  said  railroad  and 
telegni^h  first  mentioned;  and  the  said  Union  Pa- 
cific Railroad  Company  shall  complete  one  hundred 
miles  of  the  road  and  telegraph  in  this  seotion  pro- 
Tided  for  in  two;rear8  after  filing  their  assent  to  the 
conditions  of  this  act,  as  by  the  terms  of  this  act 
required,  and  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  miles  per 
year  thereafter,  until  the  whole  is  completed :  /^*e- 
vided.  That  a  failure  upon  the  part  of  said  oompany 
to  make  said  connection  in  the  time  aforesaid,  and 
to  perform  the  obligations  imposed  on  said  company 
by  this  seotion  and  to  operate  said  road  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  main  line  shall  be  operated,  shall 
forfeit  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States  all 
the  rights,  privileges,  and  franchises  granted  to  and 
conferred  upon  said  company  by  this  act ;" 

And  whereas  the  President  of  the  United  States 
did.  on  the  Uth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  1864,  make  the 
following  communication  to  the  Senate,  namely : 

To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States : 

In  compliance  with  a  resolatiou  of  the  Senate 
of  the  Ist  instant,  respecting  the  points  of  oom- 
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menoement  of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  on  the  one 
hundredth  d««ree  of  west  longitude,  and  of  the 
branch  road  from  the  western  bonndajy  of  Iowa  to 
the  said  one  hundredth  degree  of  longitude,  I  trans- 
mit the  aocompanying  report  from  th«  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  contaiuiog  the  information  calied  for. 
I  deem  it  proper  to  add,  that  on  the  17th  day  ol 
November  last  an  executive  order  was  made  upon 
this  subject  and  delivered  to  the  vice  preeideot  of 
the  Union  Paoifie  Railroad  Company,  whifih  fixed 
the  point  on  the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of 
Iowa,  from  which  the  company  should  constmer 
their  branch  road  to  the  one  hundredth  degree  of 
west  Uwgitude,  and  declared  it  to  be  within  the 
limiU  of  the  township,  in  Iowa,  opposite  the  toim 
of  Omaha,  in  Nebraska.  Since  then  the  company 
has  represented  to  me  that,  upon  i«tnal  surrey 
made,  it  has  datermioed  upon  the  preeiae  point  of 
departure  of  their  said  braneh  road  from  the  Mis- 
souri river,  and  located  the  same  as  described  in  the 
MeompaDyrng  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, which  point  is  within  the  limits  designated  la 
the  order  of  November  last,  and  inasmuch  as  that 
order  is  not  of  record  in  any  of  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments, and  the  company  having  desired  a  more  defi- 
■dite  one,  I  have  made  the  order,  of  which  a  copy  i» 
herowith  transmitted,  and  caused  the  same  to  be 
filed  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOL>. 

SfkKCUTiTU  MAMSfOX,  March  9, 1864. 

Indicating  that  said  eastern  terminus  was  on  the 
17th  day  of  November,  A.  D.  1883,  fixed  by  him 
"  within  the  limiU  of  the  township,  in  Iowa,  oi^o- 
site  the  town  of  Omaha,  in  Nebraska,"  and  that  the 
precise  point  had  been  fixed  by  a  true  survey  within 
said  township  in  Iowa  b^  the  said  oomp«ay: 

And  whereas  it  is  provided  iu  the  fiuoeiita  seclioa 
of  said  act  of  July  1, 1862— 

"That  any  other  railroad  company  now  incorpor- 
ated, or  hereafter  te  be  inoorporuted,  shall  hairethe 
right  to  connect  theig  road  with  the  road  and  bras^b^ 
provided  for  by  this  act,  at  such  places  and  upon 
such  just  and  equitable  terms  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  may  prescribe;" 

And  whereas  the  ninth  section  of  am  Ml  ^oModa- 
tery  of  said  act,  approved  July  2.  A.  D.  1JB64,  pro- 
vides— ,     .. 

"  That  to  enable  aay  one  of  said  oorporatioas  to 
make  convenient  and  necessary  oonueeiions  with 
other  roads,  it  is  hereby  authorised  to  establish  aad 
maintain  all  necessary  ferries  upon  aud  across  the 
Missouri  river  and  other  rivers  whieh  its  roads  may 
pass  in  its  course;  and  authority  is  hereby  nven 
said  corporation  to  construct  bridges  over  said  Mis- 
souri river  and  all  other  rivers  for  the  courenieuce 
of  said  road:  Provided^  That  any  bridg*  or  bridge^ 
it  may  construct  over  the  Missouri  river  oi  any  ether 
navigable  river  on  the  line  of  said  road  shall  be  con- 
structed with  suitable  and  proper  draws foT  the  pas- 
sage of  steamboate,  and  sbatf  be  bnUt,  lcu|)<,  aad 
maintained,  at  theexpenseof  said  oompany.  in  soeh 
manner  as  not  to  impair  the  usefulness  of  aiiid  nver< 
for  navigation  to  any  greater  extent  than  sucli 
straotures  of  the  most  approved  characte*  neeossa- 

rily  do;" 

And  whereaji  the  twelfth  section  of  said  act  of 
July  1, 1862,  provides— 

**  The  whote  Hue  of  said  railroad  amd  bmaohe^ 
and  telegraph  akall  be. operated  and  used  for  all 
purposes  of  communication,  travel,  and  transporta- 
tion so  far  as  the  public  and  Qovemment  are  con- 
oenied,  as  one  eouneeted  aad  continuous  lino;" 

And  whereas  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  oi 
July  2, 1864,  provides—  ^     ,     ^ 

"That  the  several  companies  authorixed  to  con- 
struct the  aforesaid  roads  are  hereby  required  to 
operate  and  use  said  roads  and  telegraph  for  all  pur- 
poses of  communication,  travel,  and  transportation 
so  far  as  the  public  and  the  Qovemment  are  con- 
oevaed,  as  one  oontinuoos  line; ''  «.  ,  -, 

And  whereas  the  act  approvedJFebrunry  24,  IS  a. 
"authoriung  said  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
to  sell  bonds  to  aid  It  in  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Missouri  river,  at  the  eastern  tetrminn» 
of  Mid  read,"  provides  **  that  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  oe  so  construed  as  to  change  the  eastern  term- 
inus of  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  from  the  place 
where  it  is  now  fixed  under  existing  laws,  nor  to 
release  said  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  or  it$ 
succMsors.  from  its  obligation  as  established  by  ex- 
isting laws,"  and  '*  that  Congress  shall  at  all  time* 
have  power  to  regulate  said  bridge,  and  thorataa  for 
the  trausporUtion  of  freight  and  passengers  over  the 
same,  and  tho  local  travel  hereinbefore  provided 
for;" 

And  wboreas  it  is  alleffed  that  sud  Union  Paeifie 
Railroad  Company  has  violated  its  charter  by  refus- 
ing to  permit  railroads  in  Iowa  to  connect  with  it* 
eastern  terminus  on  the  western  boundary  of  Iowi»: 
sud  by  refusing  to  receive  at  said  tenninoa  j^aaaen- 
seis  aad  freight,  and  to  transport  the  samo  ever  lU 
road  and  branches  as  a  *' connected  and.  continuous 
roaa**  westward,  and  also  by  refusing  to  deliver 
paiaoBgert  and  fseaght  nassing  eastward  at  its  oast- 
em  terminus  i^;  aforesaia,to  the  great  inoonrettiencc 
andlnjury  of  tJie  public :  Therefore, 

Beit  retolwd.  That  the  Committee  on  the  Pa4n6« 
Railsead  be  instruoted  to  inquire  into  the  tvuU  ot 
tho  said  allegations,  and  what,  if  any.  adtUtional 
legislation  is  necessary  to  protect  the  puWio  interest*. 

KXECUTIVB  COMMUNICATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  kid  before  fhe 
Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  tniRS- 
mittiogf  in  compliance  with  a  Senate-  resoJn- 
.  tion  of  Febroarr  12,  1872,  addilianal  papers 
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relating  to  tbe  Tours  hospital,  New  Orleans ; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be 
printed. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  a  report 
of  a  board  of  engineer  officers  constituted  to 
inyesti^te  the  present  condition  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river  between  St.  Loais  and  Alton; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
oieroe,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  TARirr  BILL. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
reaame  the  consideration  of  the  tariff  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resamed  the 
coosideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  173)  to 
repeal  the  daties  on  salt,  the  pending  qoestion 
being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Soott  to  the 
substitute  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  CORBBTT.  Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
question  that  involves  a  matter  of  verj  great 
importance  to  the  laboring  men  of  this  conutiy. 
The  qnesUon  is  whether  we  shall  have  protec- 
tion to  American  manufactures  and  American 
labor,  or  whether  we  shall  reduce  the  tariff 
upon  those  articfes  which  are  manufactured 
in  this  country  and  thereby  reduce  the  wages 
of  labor.  The  immediate  point  now  before  the 
Senate  is  whether -we  shall  repeal  the  tariff 
vpon  tea  and  coffee  and  let  the  tariff  upon 
manufactured  articles  remain  as  it  now  is; 
and  upon  this  point  I  desire  to  present  some 
brief  remarks.  I  should  not  do  so  had  I  not 
thought  this  measure  was  about  to  be  voted 
upon  without  due  consideration  by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  presented  by  the  Committee  on 
Finance  embraces  a  larse  list,  in  a  few 
words  it  undertakes  to  reduce  the  duties  upon 
manufactured  articles  about  eleven  per  cent. 
It  provides  that  on  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
July  next  there  shall  be  levied,  collected,  and 
paid  OD  the  goods  mentioned  in  the  second 
section  ninety  per  cent  of  the  several  duties 
and  rates  of  duty  now  imposed,  being  iu  fact 
a  reduction  of  eleven  per  cent,  of  the  dutv  on 
those  articles,  as  the  tariff  now  stands.  This 
section  includes  *'  all  wools,  hair  of  the  alpaca 
goat  and  other  like  animals,  and  all  manufiic- 
tores  wholly  or  in  part  of  wool  or  hair  of  the 
alpaca  goat  and  other  like  animaW  This, 
it  will  be  observed,  embraces  all  woolen  man- 
ufactures, everything  made  of  wool.  All  the 
woolen  mills  throughout  this  country  are  inter- 
ested in  this  provision.  The  reduction  of  the 
tariff  on  all  woolen  goods  eleveir  per  cent 
frooi  the  present  rates  of  duty  will  be  felt 
very  severely  by  the  manufacturers  of  this 
country. 

This  section  also  includes  *'all  iron  and 
steel,  and  all  manufactures  of  iron  and  steel 
of  which  either  of  such  metals  is  the  compo- 
nent  part  of  chief  value,  except  pig  iron  and 
steel  rails."  It  will  be  observed  by  the  Sen- 
ate that  this  embraces  every  article  of  cutlery, 
edged  tools,  everything  made  principally  of 
iron  or  steel  in  this  country,  and  this  reduction 
will,  in  my  opinion,  produce  a  very  material 
stagnation  in  the  manufacturins  districts  of 
this  country.  We  have  now  established  a  large 
number  of  pianufactories  of  cutlery,  of  edged 
tools,  and  of  all  varieties  of  articles  made  from 
iron  and  steeL  On  all  of  these  articles  the 
duty  is  to  be  reduced  eleven  per  cent  This 
section  also  includes  all  ^*  metals  not  herein 
otherwise  provided  for,  and  all  manufactures 
of  metals  of  which  either  of  them  is  the  com- 
ponent part  of  chief  value." 

It  has  been  stated  that  notwithstanding  the 
high  tariff  prevailing  the  importations  are  still 
iiMrreasing.  I  wish  to  show  that  the  premium 
on  gold  since  1864  has  been  the  cause  of  the 
protection  to  American  manufactures  to  a 
great  extent  up  to  the  present  time,  and  the 
gradaal  reduction  of  the  premium  on  gold 
has  leflsened  that  protection,  and  consequently 
increased  the  imports  into  this  country  to  the 
proportional  extent  as  we  have  reduced  1 
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the  protection  by  the  reduction  of  the  premium 
on  gold. 

I  have  examined  the  statistics.  In  1864  the 
premium  on  gold  was  one  hundred  and  four 
per  cent.,  and  the  manufacturer  had  that  pro* 
tection  in  addition  to  the  actual  protection  of 
the  gold  duty.  In  other  words,  if  the  man- 
ufacturers of  pig  iron  were  protected  bv  a  duty 
of  nine  dollars  per  ton,  they  were  also  pro- 
tected by  the  premium  on  gold  in  addition, 
making  the  protection  over  eighteen  dollars 
per  ton.  This  rule  also  applies  to  every  other 
article  of  manufacture,  edged  tools,  cottons, 
woolens,  Ac,  on  which  it  is  now  proposed  to 
reduce  the  tariff  eleven  per  cent.  In  1865  the 
premium  on  gold  was  fifty-seven  per  cent,  a 
reduction  of  forty-seven  per  cent,  in  one  year. 
In  1866  the  premium  on  j^old  was  forty-one 
per  cent.  ^  or  a  reduction  of  protection  in  that 
year  of  sixteen  per  cent.  In  1867  the  pre- 
mium on  gold  was  thirty-eight  and  a  quarter 
per  cent!,  or  three  per  cent,  reduction  of 
duty  in  that  year.  From  1867  to  1869  the 
reduction  was  six  and  a  half  per  cent,  the 
premium  on  gold  lessening  the  protection  to 
that  extent.  In  1870  the  premium  on  gold 
was  fourteen  and  three  (Quarters  percent.,  and 
consequently  the  reduction  from  1869,  when 
the  premium  was  thirty-three  per  cent,  was 
eighteen  and  a  ouarter  per  cent  In  1871  the 
^premium  on  gold  being  eleven  and  three  quar- 
ters per  cent,  there  was  a  reduction  of  three 
per  cent  in  that  year  upon  the  duties  paid  on 
these  articles  in  currency. 

Consequently,  it  will  be  observed  that  the 
reduction  in  the  duties  on  imports  since  1868 
has  been  twenty-seven  and  one  fourth  per 
cent,  in  four  years.  This,  it  seems  to  me,  is 
about  as  much  as  our  manufacturers  can  b«ftr. 
There  has  been  a  gradual  reduction  on  im- 
ported goods  corresponding  to  the  reduction 
of  the  premium  on  gold,  while  labor  has  ad- 
vanced, and  rightly,  during  those  years,  and 
constantly  increased,  thereby  increasing  the 
price  of  the  American  product  Take  the 
present  price  of  gold  at  ten  per  cent,  premium, 
and  we  nave  a  reduction  of  duties  mm  1866 
of  forty- seven  per  cent  This  is  an  immense 
reduction  of  duties  on  manufactured  articles, 
and  it  is  a  question  in  my  mind  whether  Uie 
manufacturing  interests  of  this  country  can 
stand  a  still  further  reduction  of  eleven  per 
cent  It  is  probable  that  before  long  we  shall 
return  to  specie  payments,  and  do  away  with 
the  premium  on  gold  entirelv.  If  that  should 
occur  in  the  nextvear,  and  we  should  pass 
this  bill,  there  would  be  a  reduction  again  of 
twenty* one  per  cent,  in  one  year. 

Our  imports  have  increased  very  largely 
since  1867.  In  1868  they  were  $164,404,699, 
and  during  that  year  the  premium  on  gold  was 
thirty-nine  and  one  half  per  cent  In  1869 
the  imports  were  $180,048,426,  and  the  pre- 
mium on  gold  thirtj-three  per  cept  In  1870 
the  imports  were  $194,688,874,  and  the  pre^ 
mium  on  gold  was  fourteen  and  three  quarters 
per  cent  In  1871  the  imports  were  $206,- 
270,408,  and  the  premium  on  gold  averaged 
eleven  and  three  quarters  per  cent. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  imports  in- 
creased $41,806,809  during  these  four  years, 
while  gold  declined  twenty-seven  and  one 
quarter  per  cent  The  imports  reduced  to 
currency  in  the  year  1868  amounted  to  $229,- 
428,111,  while  the  imports  of  the  year  1870, 
reduced  to  currency,  amounted  to  $280,607,- 
180,  or  only  about  a  million  more  in  currency 
than  they  were  four  years  previous. 

Mr.  President,  it  was  stated  the  other  day 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  in  his  speech  that 
the  imports  for  1871  were  $518,759,518  82, 
while  Uie  exports  for  the  same  year  were 
$562,518,651.  I  think  this  tpust  be  a  mistake, 
as  according  to  the  statistics  published  for  the 
year  1871,  it  appears  that  the  imports  of  mer- 
chandise were  $572,509,814,  and  the  imports 
of  specie  and  bullion  $17,899,415,  making  the 
total  imports  $589,908,729,  and  during  the 
same  year  the  expo^  of  domestic  merohan- 


dise  were  $475,542,607,  and  the  exports  of 
foreign  merchandise  $14,789,007,  making  the 
total  exports  $460,881,614,  and  during  the 
same  time  the  exports  of  domestic  bullion  and 
specie  were  $65,632,842,  and  the  exports  of 
foreign  bullion  and  specie  $12,009,128,  making 
the  total  exports  of  bullion  $77,641,470.  This 
statement  puts  down  the  total  imports  of  the 
year  at  $589,908,729,  and  the  total  exports  at 
$587,978,084,  leaving  an  excesa  of  imports  of 
$51,985,645.  I  presume  that  the  error  occurs 
from  the  fact  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
counted  the  exports  in  currency,  whereas  in 
this  statement  bdih  imports  and  exports  are 
reduced  to  specie.  Therefore,  instead  of  there 
being  an  excess  of  exports  over  imports,  there 
was  an  excess  of  impbrts  over  exports  of  nearly 
fifty-two  million  dcnlars,  specie  value. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  a  misUke.  I 
have  the  official  report  of  commerce  and  navi- 
gation that  eives  the  gold  imports  and  gold 
exports,  both  being  computed  in  gold,  and  not 
in  paper.  I  have  seen  in  a  newspaper  the 
same  statement  that  the  Senator  now  refers  to. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  have  a  statement  from 
the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  on  the 
subiect  When  I  called  on  him  the  other  day 
he  had  not  made  up  these  figures  entirely ;  he 
had  only  made  them  up  for  eleven  months, 
but  since  then  he  has  brought  them  down  to 
the  last  month  of  the  year  including,  and  he 
states  to  me  that  he  has  published  them  in  the 
Republican.  I  am  speaking  of  the  year  eud- 
iuff  December  81,  1871. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  spoke  of  the  year  end- 
ing June  80,  1871. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  That  probably  accounts 
for  the  difference. 

Mr.  PRELINOHU7SEN.  The  Senator 
from  Oregon  was  speaking  of  the  calendar 
year  and  the  Senator  from  Ohio  of  the  fiscal 
year. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  This  is  for  the  year  end- 
ing December  81,  1871,  showing  that  the  ex- 
cess of  imports  over  exports  was  $61,985,645, 
both  reduced  to  gold. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  only  wish  to  have  the 
record  correct  That  must  exclude  the  im- 
portations of  gold,  for  our  exports  exceed  our 
imports  by  the  amount  I  gave.  I  saw  a  state- 
ment going  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers 
which  excmded  ^old  from  the  exports.  Our 
gold  exporta^n  is  ilinch  larger  than  our  gold 
importation. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  In  the  statement  which 
I  have  given  gold  is  embraced.  It  must  be 
observed  also  that  the  freights  upon  these 
goods  are  paid  to  the  foreign  vessels,  which 
amount  in  all  probability  to  about  five  per 
cent,  or  more  upon  the  importations  of  goods, 
and  would  therefore  reach  $80,000,000. .  ^e 
are  aware  also  that  there  are  more  or  less 
undervaluations.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
undervaluations  are  at  least  five  per  cent 
Then  smuggling  to  some  extent  goes  on.  In- 
cluding these  items,  which  would  amount  prob- 
ably to  twenty-five  or  twenty-eight  millions 
more,  the  balance  of  trade  i^inst  us  would 
be  nearly  one  hundred  million  dollars,  and 
this  must  be  paid  in  gold  or  paid  in  bonds 
sent  abroad,  which  are  equivalent  to  gold,  and 
on  which  we  are  obliged  to  pay  interest. 

I  have  also  the  latest  statistics  of  trade  and 
navigation  of  the  United  Kingdom  during  the 
year  1871,  and  including  also  comparisons  for 
January  and  February  of  1870, 1871,  and  1872. 
The  increase  of  exportations  to  this  conntiy, 
as  appears  from  these  statistics,  is  very  large 
in  January  and  February  of  this  year  over 
those  months  in  the  two  preceding  years,  atid 
I  only  wish  to  cite  a  few  articles.  In  January 
and  February,  1872,  the  exportations  of  pig 
iron  from  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States 
are  somewhat  in  excess  over  the  exportations 
of  the  corresponding  two  months  of  1871.  In 
the  first  two  months  of  1872  thev  are  twenty- 
two  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
tons,  while  in  the  same  period  of  1871  they 
were  twenty  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
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three  tons,  and  in  1870  for  aame period  seven- 
teen thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty  tons. 
From  this  it  will  be  seen  that  since^  the  reduo- 
tion  of  the  duty  on  pig  iron  in  this  country, 
which  took  effect  January,  1871,  the  increase 
of  the  importation  of  pig  iron  is  not  very  large, 
but  (he  cost  is  much  gret|ter,  it  being  about 
six  dollars  per  ton  at  the  place  of  production 
over  the  price  in  1870. 

The  protection  of  pig  iron,  compared  to  what 
it  was  formerly  when  the  duty  was  nine  dollars 
and  the  premium  on  gold  higher  than  it  now 
is,  is  very  meager.  It  is  now  only  seven  dol- 
hirs  a  ton  with  the  premium  on  gold  ten  per 
cent. ,  making  the  protection  only  $7  70.  I, 
might  give  my  version  of  the  reasons  which 
lead  to  this  large  increase  of  price.  In  the 
mines  in  Europe,  particularly  in  England, 
there  is  a  demand  for  almost  the  entire  pro- 
duct of  this  iron  in  their  own  country  and 
colonies,  except  what  they  have  regularly  ex- 

Sorted  to  this  country.  The  reduction  of 
utiea  here  has  stimulated  the  exportation  of 
the  article  to  this  country,  while  at  the  same 
time  they  have  a  large  demand  elsewhere,  and 
in  consequence  of  the  low  rate  of  gold  it  has 
created  this  enormous  importation  and  it  has 
correspondingly  stagnated  the  production  of 
this  article  in  our  own  country. 

If  that  be  so,  the  labor  in  Europe  is  stimu- 
lated, and  to  that  extent,  of  course,  it  must 
advance  the  price  of  the  article  in  Europe  cor- 
responding with  the  depression  and  loss  of 
production  caused  in  this  country.  If  we  de- 
press the  labor  of  this  country  and  turn  the 
attention  of  the  laborers  engaged  in  mining 
and  producing  this  article  to  other  pursuits,  oi 
course  we  create  to  that  extent  a  demand 
abroad 4  and  when  that  demand  is  increased, 
to  that  extent  it  naturally  advances  the  price, 
and  the  price  of  pig  iron  has  greatly  advanced 
since  1871.  The  statistics  for  January  and 
February,  1871,  show  that  the  average  price 
of  pig  iron  was  then  about  thirty  dollars  a  ton. 
After  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  pig  iron, 
and  the  reduction  of  the  premium  on  gold,  the 
increased  demand  for  pig  iron  from  abroad  has 
advanced  the  article  from  thirty- nine  to  forty- 
one  dollars  a  ton,  or  eleven  dollars  more  than  it 
was  when  our  protection  was  nine  dollars  a  ton. 
If  this  be  so  upon  pig  iron,  which  I  take  as 
an  illustration,  may  it  not  be  so  on  all  other 
manufactnres  of  iron  and  steel,  and  also  upon 
the  manufacture  of  cottons  and  woolens? 
Every  manufacture  that  we  close  up  in  this 
conntry  must  increase  just  to  that  extent  the 
demand  from  abroad.  Our  demand  for  these 
articles  is  constantly  increasing  as  the  popula- 
tion increases  in  this  country.  If  we  stimulate 
our  own  manufactures  here,  develop  our  hid- 
den resources,  develop  the  mines  and  mann- 
factufes  here,  give  capitalists  and  laborers  an 
opportunity  to  produce  these  articles  in  our 
own  country,  then  to  that  extent  we  create  a 
competition  within  our  own  country  and  bring 
down  the  prices  of  these  articles  here  and  com- 
pel those  Drought  in  from  abroad  to  be  sold  at 
whatever  price  they  can  get.  Therefore,  it  is 
wise,  it  seems  to  me,  for  us  to  continue  the 
present  tariff  until  we  shall  have  arrived  again 
at  specie  payments,  until  we  shall  have  come 
down  to  the  same  international  currency  that 
is  used  in  every  other  country.  As  long  as  the 
price  of  gold  continuously  declines,  just  so  long 
duties  are  being  to  that  extent  reduced,  and 
the  protection  is  just  that  much  less,  the  con- 
sumers getting  the  benefit  of  the  reduction. 

I  have  examined  the  statistics  to  ascertain 
whether  since  the  reduction  of  the  price  of 
gold  the  exportations  from  England  to  this 
country  have  been  increased  on  ail  the  articles 
produced  there,  and  upon  which  it  is  proposed 
to  reduce  the  tariff,  and  I  find  it  almost  uni- 
versally the  case  that  the  increase  of  our  im- 
portations has  been  very  large  since  and  includ- 
ing 1870.  During  the  months  of  January  and 
February.  1872,  compared  with  the  same  months 
of  1870,  the  exportations  from  England  of  cot- 
ton manafactures  to  this  country  were  in  1870,  | 


£820,475,  and  in  the  same  months  of  1872, 
£1,221,418,  or  an  increase  of  about  fifty  per 
cent. 

So  it  will  be  observed  that  we  are  importing 
fifty  per  cent,  more  of  these  articles  than  we 
were  at  that  time.  I  find  also  in  iron  and 
steel  that  in  January  and  February,  1870, 
England  exported  to  us  £70,215  and  in  1872, 
£87,768.  Of  railroad  iron  she  exported  to  us 
in  January  and  February,  1870,  £423,718,  and 
in  1872,  in  the  same  months,  £768,102,  an 
increase  of  seveot^-two  per  cent.  Of  manu- 
factures of  silk,  in  January  and  February, 
1870,  she  exported  to  us  £83,089,  and  in  the 
same  months  of  1872,  £59,882.  In  January 
and  February,  1870,  she  exported  to  us  of 
ribbons  £6,123,  and  in  the  same  months  of 
1872,  £82,659.  Of  other  articles  of  silk  in 
those  two  months  of  1870  she  exported  to  us 
£14,896,  and  in  the  same  two  months  of  1872, 
£26,428.  Under  the  head  of  woolen  manu- 
factures we  imported  in  January  and  Febru- 
ary, 1870,  from  Great  Britain,  £200,406,  and 
in  the  same  months  of  1872,  £461,321,  or 
more  than  double  the  amount  for  the  two 
years. 

This  runs  through  the  whole  list  of  importa- 
tions. If  this  be  true,  I  desire  to  submit  to 
the  Senate,  having  increased  our  importations 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent,  in  two 
years  on  account  of  the  reduction  of  duties, 
whether  we  ought  not  to  increase  the  duties 
rather  than  diminish  th^m  7  It  seems  to  me 
that  the  fact  of  the  duties  having  been  dimin- 
ished by  the  decrease  in  the  price  of  gold,- has 
not  been  properly  considered  in  connection 
with  this  subject,  and  as  rapidly  as  the  price 
of  gold  decreases  you  must  either  increase  the 
duties  or  must  lower  the  wages  of  the  Ameri- 
can laborer  in  order  to  compete  with  foreign 
production. 

I  have  perhaps  as  little  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject as  any  Senator  on  this  floor ;  but  looking 
at  the  subject  from  my  stand-point,  I  cannot 
support  a  bill  reducing  the  duties  on  manu- 
factured articles  as  now  proposed.  But  what 
can  we  reduce  the  duties  on  imports  upon 
that  will  do  more  for  the  great  mass  of  the 
people  than  tea  and  coffee  ?  Those  articles 
are  now  used  in  every  hamlet  and  every  house 
in  the  land.  Every  poor-house  throughout 
the  United  States  now  furnishes  tea  and  cof- 
fee* There  are  no  articles  that  affect  so 
many  people  as  those  articles,  and  the  amount 
of  duties  collected  from  them  is  $18,000,000. 
If  we  repeal  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  of 
course  we  must  retain  the  tariff  upon  manu; 
factured  articles  that  come  in  competition 
with  our  home  production  and  home  labor. 
If  we  do  not  protect  them  who  will  ?  Can  the 
States?  No ;  that  power  is  lodged  with  Con- 
gress. It  becomes  our  duty  to  see  that  Ameri- 
can labor  is  not  compelled  to  compete  with 
the  pauper  and  ill-paid  labor  of  Europe.  It 
is  a  duty  we  owe  as  well  as  a  pleasure  to 
perform. 

^  It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  gradual  reduc-* 
tion  which  is  now  being  made  by  our  gradual, 
return  to  specie  payment  is  a  sufficient  reduc- 
tion upon  the  duties  to  benefit  all  classes,  and 
if  we  reduce  them  to  a  greater  extent  than 
that  until  labor  is  reduced,  it  must  result  in 
the  closing  up  of  many  of  our  manufacturing 
establishments.  Is  it-  not  for  the  interest  of 
this  country  to  diversify  its  industry  7  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  is  very  important;  that  it  is 
not  only  important  to  the  eastern  States,  but 
it  is  important  to  every  western  State  that  is 
producing  corn  and  pork  and  the  products  of 
the  farm.  If  we  abandon  protection,  and  the 
manufacturing  establishments  of  the  mauufac- 
turiiig  cities  that  now  consume  so  much  of  the 
products  of  the  West  are  obliged  to  close  up, 
and  the  laborers  there  employed  are  obliged 
to  go  to  the  West,  there  to  raise  wheat  and 
corn  and  pork,  where  are  we  to  find  a  market 
for  these  products  ?  It  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
people  of  the  West  fully  understood  the  bearing 
and  the  importance   of  building  up   manu- 


factures within  their  own  section  of  the  conn- 
try,  thereby  furnishing  a  home  market  for  the 
articles  produced  and  raised  by  them,  they 
would  advocate  the  protective  system.  In  the 
western  States  the  maoufttCturers,  in  addition 
to  this  protection,  have  the  advantage  of 
the  transportation  from  the  sea-board  or  man- 
ufacturing cities  to  the  West,  and  that  is  of 
itself  some  protection  in  giving  them  an  op- 
portunity to  establish  manufactures.  If  they 
do  not  build  up  manufactures  within  their  own 
midst^  thereby  furnishing  a  market  for  their 
own  products,  they  must  transport  their  grains 
over  railroads  and  canals  at  great  expense  and 
cost  to  themselves,  and  they  must  be  shipped 
to  foreign  porta. 

Mr.  President,  the  market  in  foreign  coun- 
tries for  the  products  of  our  soil  is  not  very 
ffreat,  particularly  in  grain.  According  to  the 
last  English  statistics  which  I  saw,  and  that 
was  sometime  ago,  we  only  supplied  England 
with  about  twenty- six  per  cdnt.  of  the  grain 
she  imports.  She  imports  graina  from  Knssia 
and  from  Prussia,  and  from  the  conotries  near 
to  her,  and  only  imports  grains  from  this  coun- 
try to  make  up  their  deficiencies.  We  are  the 
great  consumers  of  our  own  products  of  the  soil 
We  export  them  to  the  sea-board  or  to  the  large 
manufacturing  cities,  and  in  doing  this,  in  pro- 
tecting these  interests,  we  build  up  these  great 
manuiactures  here,  saving -the  transportation 
of  grain  across  the  sea,  and  saving  tbe  trans- 
portation of  the  articles  imported  back  to  this 
country. 

I  believe  all  who  have  examined  this  ques- 
tion in  a  practical  point  of  view,  not  hemmed 
in  by  mere  theories,  have  satisfied  themselves 
of  the  importance  of  diversifying  the  labor 
of  this  country.  Whenever  we  abandon  ihia 
principle  we  are  at  sea.  Once  abandon  this 
principle  and  we  must  close  up  all  the  work- 
shops; we  must  send  those  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing in  the  East  to  the  West  to  find 
homes.  They  cannot  live  upon  nothing ;  they 
cannot  live  in  their  homes  in  manufi&ctaring 
towns  unless  they  have  industries  to  stimulate 
them  and  to  employ  them.  If  they  mast  lea?e 
their  eastern  homes  they  must  go  to  the  West, 
and  raise  the  products  of  the  soil  there,  and 
produce  wool  and  manufacture  it  in  the  oid 
manner  by  the  spinning-wheel  and  by  the 
hand- loom.  If  we  are  prepared  to  return  to 
this,  it  seems  to  me  we  are  taking  a  retrograde 
movement  in  civilization. 

I -believe,  Mr.  President,  the  statement  which 
has  been  made  that  our  imports  are  greatly 
increasing  at  this  time  is  true,  and  I  believe 
they  will  continue  to  increase  unless  we  put  a 
stop  to  heavy  importations  by  increasing  duties. 
My  own  opinion  is  that  now  upon  all  the  luxu- 
ries of  life  there  should  be  an  increase  rather 
than  a  diminution  of  duties.  We  are  sending 
abroad  too  much  specie,  too  many  bonds  oF 
the  United  States,  and  too  many  bonds  of  our 
railroad  companies  at  a  great  discount,  which 
must  ultimately  be  paid  in  coin,  and  we  are 
compelled  annually  to  pay  the  interest  upon 
these  bonds,  thereby  contributing  to  the  sup- 
port of  foreign  countries. 

This  question,  from  my  stand-point,  appeared 
to  be  so  important  that  I  thought  I  could  not 
allow  it  to  pass  without  presenting  these  views, 
as  I  have  taken  considerable  pains  to  examine 
the  statistics.  I  will  say  in  conclusion  thai  I 
I  hope  we  shall  at  least  reduce  to  a  great  ex- 
tent if  not  entirely  repeal  the  duties  on  tea 
and  coffee.  I  certain W  shall  vote  for  tbaL 
There  may  then  be  a  few  articles  that  enter 
into  the  manufactures  of  this  country  the 
duties  upon  which  should  be- reduced,  such 
as  raw  materials,  that  are  not  produrad  in  the 
United  Stafes ;  but  those  are  a  very  small 
item  in  comparison  with  the  whole,  and  will 
probably  not  amount  to  over  one  million  dol- 
lars. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  now  briefly  expressed 
my  views  upon  this  subject,  I  shall  vote  tor 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tea  and 
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coffee,  and  to  continue  the  daties  upoa  arti- 
cles manufactured  abroad  coming  into  com* 
petition  with  American  labor. 

Mr.  MO U TON  addressed  the  Senate.  [His 
speech  will  be  published  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  CAMEKON.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
baainess. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  No ;  I  hope  we  shall  get 
a  vote  on  this  bill  to-niebt. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  If  we  can  have  a  vote 
now,  I  will  give  way ;  but  I  do  not  think  we 
cao. 

Mr.  SHERMAN,  t  trust  we  shall  have  a 
vote. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  will  tiy  the  question  on 
an  executive  session. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  no  executive 
basiness. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  If  there  were  no  execu- 
tive business  I  should  not  have  made  the 
motion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  think  there  is  none. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  trust  the  Senator  will 
allow  me  to  know  whether  there  is  or  is  not. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     We  had  better  go  on. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Bore- 
VAN  in  the  chair.)  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
Bjlvania  moves  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  toke  it  we  must  get 
through  with  this  tariff  bill 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  motion  is  not  de- 
batable. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  trust  the  Senate  will 
not  do  it.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  navs. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  have  no  desire  to  in- 
terfere with  the  bill,  and  would  not  have  made 
the  motion  if  I  thought  there  was  any  chance 
of  getting  through  with  it.  -  [**There  isV] 
Some  of  the  Senators  say  we. shall  probably 
get  through  with  this  bilL  I  therefore  with- 
draw the  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is  withdrawn.  The  question  recurs  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
[Mr.  Scott]  to  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  placing  tea  and  coffee  on 
the  free  list. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  On  that  I  demand  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Before  the 
vote  is  taken  I  desire  to  say  a  single  word  in 
relation  to  a  point  suggested  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Mobtom.]  My  own  im- 
pression is  that  we  cannot  hope  for  the  same 
amount  of  revenue  from  importations  of  for- 
eign merchandise  that  we  have  had  for  the 
last  few  years.  Certainly  the  time  will  come, 
and  that  speedily,  when  we  shall  have  no 
more  railroad  bonds  or  United  States  bonds 
to  send  abroad  to  liquidate  our  foreign  indebt- 
edness, and  whenever  that  resource  shall  be 
stopped  we  shall  find  that  our  revenue  will  be 
sadaenly  diminished. 

I  am  in  favor,  at  the  earliest  possible  mo- 
ment, of  making  tea,  coffee,  and  susar  also, 
free.  1  am  not  in  favor  of  the  British  system 
of  taxation,  which  throws  the  burden  as  much 
upon  the  poorer,  the  laborinc  classes,  as  upon 
anybody  else.  We  know  tnat  their  system 
of  taxation,  based  as  it  is  upon  the  necessary 
articles  of  life,  and  upon  land,  upon  com- 
merce, upon  stamps,  bears  very  oppressively, 
in  comparison  with  our  own  system  of  finance, 
upon  their  people.  But  yet  I  do  not  think  at 
this  early  day  we  can  spare  the  whole  of  this 
revenue,  ana  it  seems  to  me  that  it  is  more 
advisable  that  we  knock  off  some  of  the  mount- 
ain peaks  of  the  tariff  before  we  entirely  get 
rid  of  the  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  only  say,  in  answer  to  that, 
that  with  $100,000,000  in  the  Treasury,  if  it 
becomes  necessary  to  reimpose  a  war  tax  on 
tea  and  coffee,  we  can  get  back  to  it  time 
enooffh  to  get  the  money  into  the  Treasury. 


Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  would  remind  the  Sen- 
ator that  we  have  already  taken  off  two  fifths 
of  the  tax  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  take  off  one  third  more,  while  all  the 
taxes  that  were  imposed  during  the  war  on 
blankets  and  all  the  ordinary  necessaries  of 
life  still  remain.  I  appeal  to  Senators  to  re- 
member that  the  question  is  not  so  much  as 
to  whether  we  shall  repeal  the  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee ;  it  is  whether  we  elhall  make  any  changes 
whatever  in  the  war  tariff  that  has  existed  since 
1862  on  all  the  other  necessaries  of  life. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  paired  with  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina,  Mr.  Pool.  .  If  he  were 
present  he  would  vote  *'yea.'' 

The  Question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  85,  nays  18 ;  as  follows : 

ITE AS— Messrs.  Aloom.  Anthony,  Boreman.  Cald- 
well. Camerop.  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Corbett 
Davif  of  West  Virffinia.  Edmunds.  Ferry  of  Mich- 

2 an,  Frelinffhaysen.  Gilbert,  Goldthwaite,  Hill, 
itchcook,  Howe.  Kellon.  Keily,  Morton,  Norwood, 
Nye.  Osborn,  Pomeroy,  Fratt,  RamBey,  Rioe,  Rob- 
ertson, Sawyer,  Scott,  Stewart.  Vickers,  West,  and 
Windom— 85. 

NATS— Messrs.  Ames,  Blair,  Conkling,  Fenton. 
Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Hamlin,  Johnston,  Morrill 
of  Vermont.  Sohurz,  Sherman.  Sumner,  Trumbull, 
and  Wriffht— 18. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Bayard.  Brownlow,  Bucking- 
bam.  Carpenter.  Casserly,  Cole,  Cragin,  Davis  of 
Kentucky.  Ferry  of  Connectiont,  Flanagan.  Ham- 
ilton of  Texas,  Harlan,  Lewis,  Loffan.  Morrill 
of  Maine.  Patterson,  Pool,  Saulsbury,  Spencer, 
Sprafue,  Stevenson,  Stockton,  Thnrman,  Tipton, 
and  Wilson— 25. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  desires  now  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  '*  tea  and  coffee"  from  the 
first  section.  The  amendment  was  originally 
offered  in  that  way,  but  was  divided. 

Mr.  MOB  RILL,  of  Vermont.  I  suppose 
general  assent  will  be  given  to  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  tea  and  coffee  in  the  thirteenth  line 
of  the  first  seotion  will  be  stricken  now  from 
taxable  articles. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  move  now 
to  strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  amend- 
ment  of  the  committee.  I  do  it  because,  first, 
there  are  some  things  in  it  to  which  I  am  op- 
posed, and  from  a  conviction  that  it  is  abso- 
lutely indispensable  if  we  propose  hereafter  to 
make'  any  reduction  in  the  internal  revenue 
taxes,  as  I  hope  it  is  the  purpose  of  us  all  to 
do ;  and  I  might  say  that  the  argument  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  in  relation  to  the  in- 
crease of  the  amount  of  revenues  was  all 
included  in  the  estimates  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  moves  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  conimittee  by  striking  out  the  sec- 
ond section,  which  reduces  the  existing  duties 
on  various  articles  ten  per  cent,  of  such  duties. 
The  whole  section  will  be  reported  if  any  Sen- 
ator desires. 

Mr.  SHERMAN. .  It  is  hardly  worth  while 
to  read  the  section.  The  votd  already  given 
includes  a  vote  to  strike  out  the  second  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  MORTON.    No :  I  hope  not 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  matter  of  the  tariff 
cannot  be  adjusted  upon  the  mere  cry  of  any 
portion  of  the  people  for  the  repeal  of  taxes. 
The  taxes  that  are  now  repealed  in  this  bill 
amount  to  $81,861,681.  That  is  more  than 
any  sensible  man  who  has  approached  the 
matter  dispassionately  proposes  to  decrease 
the  tariff'  if  any  internal  taxes  are  to  be  re- 
pealed. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  himself  proposes 
to  repeal  all  internal  taxes  but  those  on  whisli^, 
tobacco,  and  beer.  That  would  be  a  repeal 
of  $38,000,000  of  revenue.  I  take  it,  that  no 
one  who  has  carefully  examined  this  matter  in 
detail  proposes  to  repeal  $88,000,000  of  inter- 
nal taxes,  and  also  $81,861,681  of  duties  on 
imported  goods. 

The  Senate  have  determined,  manifestly, 
by  a  very  decided  vote,  to  place  tea  and  coffee 


on  the  free  list.  We  cannot  go  beyond  the 
$21,000,000  proposed  to  be  repealed  of  the  toriff 
duties,  unless  it  is  the  intention  not  to  make 
any  further  repeal  or  reduction  of  internal 
taxes.  The  duties  repealed,  as  the  bill  now 
stands  amended,  amount  to  $81,861,681,  as  I 
have  stated.  In  order  to  reduce  that  to  the 
amount  we  can  safely  repeal,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  strike  out  the  second  section;  it  will 
also  be  necessary  to  strike  out  soda-ash,  per- 
haps rice,  and  a  few  other  main  articles  that 
will  reduce  the  amount  to  about  twenty  one 
million  dollars. 

I  bee  Senators  who  are  casting  votes  to 
remember  the  result  of  those  votes.  We 
have  now  by  the  vote  of  the  Senate  thrown 
off  a  revenue  amounting  to  about  seventeen 
million  dollars.  We  have  left  untouched  all 
the  high  taxes  of  the  tariff  unabated  and  un- 
diminished. These  taxes  are  higher  than  they 
ever  were  before  in  the  history  of  this  country 
or  any  other  country  in  the  world. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  I  understand  the 
Senator  to  say  that  the  present  tariff  on  these 
articles  is  higher  than  it  ever  was  before ; 
higher  than  it  was  during  the  war  and  afler 
the  war? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  present  tariff  on^ 
what  are  called  the  protected  articles  is  higher 
than  ever  before  the  war. 

Mr.  EDM  CJNDS.     Oh,  before  the  war. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  said  that,  or  intended 
to  say  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  merely  inquired  for 
information. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I^hose  taxes  are  reUined 
at  war  rates.  Let  me  remind  Senators  that 
four  times  during  the  war  we  increased  the 
tariff  rates,  once  by  fifl^  per  cent  throughout 
The  rates  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  in  1861, 
were  fixed  by  the  Morrill  tariff  bill,  and  that 
was  regarded  as  a  protective  tariff;  it  was 
passed  by  the  friends  of  protection,  and  gave 
all  the  protection  that  was  claimed  by  the 
friends  of  protection  to  American  industry. 
It  is  what  is  commonly  denominated  a  protect- 
ive tariff.  The  rates  prescribed  by  that  tariff 
were  four  times  increased  during  the  war : 
once  by  a  single  blow  fifty  per  oent.  was  added 
to  the  rates.  They  have  never  been  dimin- 
ished except  here  and  there  on  casual  articles* 
and  two  years  ago  we  took  off  about  one  thira 
of  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee  and  added  a  few 
articles  to  the  free  list  All  the  other  war 
duties  remain. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  after  very  careful  deliberation  on 
this  subject,  thought  it  was  wise  to  reduce 
these  duties,  and  they  proposed  a  ratable 
reduction  of  ten  per  cent  We  could  not  do 
that  and  repeal  entirely  the  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee.  I  am  as  anxious  to  vote  for  a  repeal 
of  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  as  any  one ; 
thev  are  duties  that  come  home  to  every  family, 
and  if  I  thought  we  could  safely  repeal  the 
duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  yet  make  a  mod- 
erate reduction  of  other  high  duties,  and  also 
clean  away  the  internal  revenue  taxes,  now 
exceptional  in  their  character,  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  do  it:  but  we  cannot  do  it  With 
justice  to  the  people  of  the  country  we 
cannot  reduce  the  revenue  to  the  extent  of 
$68,000,000,  and  nobody  proposes  it  The 
Secreta^  of  the  Treasury  advised  us  not  to 
go  beyond  $86,000,000,  but  we  finally  con- 
cluded to  go  to  the  extent  of  $60,000,000. 
In  the  House  of  Representatives  the  commit- 
tee is  composed  of  gentlemen  who  desire  to 
entirely  revise  the  tariff  in  many  details ;  but 
even  there  no  one  proposes  to  reduce  taxes 
more  than  $60,000,000  that  I  know  of.  It  is 
not  safe  to  do  it  Under  those  circumstances, 
if  it  is  proposed  to  strip  the  internal  revenue 
of  all  taxes  except  those  on  whisky,  tobacco, 
and  beer,  we  cannot  go  beyond  a  reduction  of 
$21,000,000  on  the  tariff. 

1  consider  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea 
and  coffee  as  settled,  and  the  business  men 
of  this  country  might  as  well  understand  il 
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and  prepare  their  business  for  it«  because  the 
House  of  Representatives  have  twice,  by  a 
very  large  majority,  decided  to  repeal  the 
duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  the  Senate  has 
to-day  by  a  very  decided  vote  agreed  to  repeal 
the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee.  The  committee, 
of  course,  must  acquiesce  in  this  action,  and 
base  their  recommendations  hereafter  on  the 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee.  I,  for 
one,  do  not  intend  to  resist  it ;  I  do  not  intend 
to  seek  to  reverse  the  decision,  because,  I  take 
it,  such  a  decision  havine  been  made  deliber- 
ately in  the  Senate,  is  final,  and  I,  for  one, 
shall  not  hereafter  contest  it,  but  shall  accept 
it  as  settled  that  tea  and  coffee  are  to  be  put 
upon  the  free  list.  This  being  so,  we  cannot 
fo  any  further  in  the  reduction  of  duties  on 
imported  goods,  unless  we  intend  to  leave  the 
stamp  taxes  and  the  other  taxes  imposed  by 
the  internal  revenue  laws  remain. 

I  have  therefore,  in  anticipation  of  what 
I  saw  was  the  current  of  sentiment  here,  to 
repeal  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  informally 
consulted  with  the  members  of  the  committee 
as  to  the  course  to  be  taken.  There  are  two 
nodes  to  pursue:  either  to  recommit  this  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance  and  let  them 
revise  it  and  see  what  should  be  substituted 
for  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  thus  repealed, 
or  to  propose  some  changes  of  plan  to  con- 
form to  the  vote  of  the  Senate.  I  am  there- 
fore instructed,  rather  informally,  however,  by 
some  members  of  the  committee,  and  I  may 
say  by  all  the  committee  whom  I  have  been 
able  to  see — mj  friend  fiom  Delaware  [Mr. 
Batard]  is  not  in  his  seat,  but  I  have  no  doubt 
he  would  concur  if  he  were  here,  although 
I  am  not  prepared  to  speak  for  him — I  am 
instructed  to  move  to  strike  out  the  second 
section.  The  Senator  from  Vermont,  how- 
ever, has  already  made  the  motion,  and  I  shall 
certainly  vote  for  it.  I  am  instructed  also  to 
move  to  strike  out  rice,  which  yields  a  pretty 
considerable  revenue,  and  also  soda-ash,  one 
of  the  articles  we  have  been  desirous  to  make 
free  for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturing  in- 
dustry of  the  country  in  different  branches, 
but  which  now  under  the  changed  circum- 
stances we  cannot  do. 

If  this  course  is  pursued,  still  there  will  be 
a  reduction  of  $22,000,000  of  duties  on  im- 
ported goods,  and  that  is  all  we  can  safely  do 
with  a  reasonable  sense  of  what  is  discreet 
and  proper  in  view  of  the  circumstances  of 
the  country,  unless  it  is  our  purpose  not  to 
repeal  internal  taxes ;  and  I  can  say  that  so 
far  as  I  can  gather,  not  only  the  opinion  of 
the  Senate  but  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, there  is  a  general  desire  that  we  should 
.  sweep  away  all  internal  taxes  except  those  on 
whisky,  tobacco,  and  beer.  We  can  go  no 
further.  It  is  a  very  simple  thing  indeed  to 
repeal  taxes,  but  i  submit  to  any  Senator 
whether  he  is  willing  to  take  the  responsibil- 
ity, under  the  circumstances,  of  stopping  all 
payments  upon  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt,  of  coming  down  to  the  bare  poles,  with 
the  possibility,  that  a  slight  change  in  our 
importations  would  leave  us  a  deficit  in  our 
revenue.  My  friend  from  Pennsylvania  speaks 
of  the  balance  on  hand.  If  that  balance  on 
hand,  which  is  iu  gold,  be  used  at  all,  it  must 
be  used  in  payins  liquidated  claims  against 
the  Government ;  but  I  take  it  that  no  man 
familiar  with  the  wants  of  the  Government 
would  diminish  to  anv  considerable  extent  the 
mass  of  gold  on  hand,  because 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  he  did,  he  would  break 
OS  down. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  was  going  to  say  that 
that  gold  on  hand  is  the  great  steadying  lever 
in  our  whole  financial  system.  Nearly  every 
one  who  looks  at  it  in  the  distance  looks  upon 
this  mass  of  gold  in  the  Treasury  as  idle,  use- 
less money.  Why,  sir,  that  gold  on  hand  is 
the  governing  power  by  which  our  currency  is 
msintained  steadily  and  every  day  approaches 
to  par  in  gold,  and  it  is  the  means  oy  which 
that  currency  will  be  maintained  at  par  in 


gold  when  we  come  to  the  resumption  of  specie 
payments.  It  is,  therefore,  not  a  source  of 
revenue ;  we  must  not  look  to  it  except  in  a 
case  of  dernier  restort.    * 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Will  the  Senator  irom  Ohio 
permit  me  to  say  that  I  did  not  advocate  the 
withdrawing  of  that  surplus  from  the  Treas- 
ury at  this  time?  My  remark  was  that  with 
$100,000,000  gold  in  the  Treasury,  if  war 
came  we  could  get  back  to  war  taxes  and  get 
the  money  into  the  Treasury  in  time. 

Mr.  SHERMAN-.  I  have  no  doubt  of  that; 
but  as  sensible  and  prudent  men  we  ought  to 
view  these  facts  as  a  sober  question  of  arith- 
metic. Now,  sir,  the  most  sanguine  man  can- 
not possibly  estimate  our  revenue  next  year  in 
excess  of  our  expenditures  at  over  one  hun- 
dred million  dollars.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  says  it  will  be  only  $86,000,000. 
No  sanj^uine  man  can  put  it  at  over  one  hun- 
dred millions.  Does  anybody  want  to  pay  less 
than  fifty  millions  on  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt?  We  are  bound  by  law  to  pay 
$80,000,000  into  the  sinking  fund,  and  that 
law  is  just  as  imperative  as  the  payment  of  the 
interest  of  the  debt,  so  that  all  we  have  over 
is  $20,000,000. 

1  submit  these  remarks  to  explain  why  I 
shall  vote  for  the  amendment  now  submitted 
by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  to  strike  out 
the  proposed  reduction  on  textiles  and  metal- 
lic fabrics ;  and  then,  if  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  [Mr.  Sawyer]  presses  his  mo- 
tion to  restore  rice  to  the  same  duty  now  im- 
posed on  it,  I  shall  vote  for  that.  In  that  way 
we  may  bring  down  the  proposed  reduction  of 
duties  to  $22,000,000. 

1  give  notice  that  if  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
will  sit  here  we  might  just  as  well  finish  this 
tariff  bill  to-night.  I  do  not  intend  myself  to 
debate  it,  and  I  think  there  are  only  two  or 
three  questions  ir  it  in  regard  to  which  there 
will  be  division. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  tea  and  coffee  will  be  placed  in  the 
free-list  section  alphabetically  in  their  proper 
places,  as  that  section  is  arranged  alphabetic- 
ally. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  This  is  almost  all  an 
amendment.  Are  we  treating  it  as  an  original 
bill? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  at  all.  The 
House  bill  upon  which  it  is  predicated  is  in 
a  few  lines,  and  the  Committee  on  Finance 
reported  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a 
substitute.  The  pending  question  now  is  on 
an  amendment  to  the  amendment,  striking  out 
the  second  section  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  1  made  the  inquirv  in 
order  to  find  out  in  a  parliamentary  way  how 
1  could  undertake  to  move  an  amendment  to 
this  amendment  by  way  of  perfecting  this  sec- 
tion before  it  shall  be  stricken  out. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  has  moved  to  perfect  the  com- 
mittee's amendment  by  striking  out  the  second 
section. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  want  to  perfect  the 
second  section  before  it  is  stricken  out. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  would  be 
in  order  under  the  parliamentary  law  which 
allows  a  body,  when  a  motion  to  strike  out 
is  made,  to  perfect  the  part  proposed  to  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Why  not  take  the  vote 
first  on  striking  out? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  rejection 
of  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  would 
not  prevent  its  perfection  afterward ;  but  the 
Senate  would  have  the  power  to  move  its 
ai&endment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  But  suppose  we  should 
vote  to  strike  it  out,  then  I  cannot  do  what  I 
want.  There  are  some  items  in  this  second 
section  which  I  think  might  very  well  be  re- 
duced. ^  I  would  vote  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  if  we  could  except  one  or  two  of  the 
items. 

Mr.  STEWART.     The  Senator  can  offer 


that  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  afterward, 
reducing  any  duties. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.    CerUioIy. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  After  having  voted  to 
strike  out  the  section,  the  items  in  it  will  be  out 
of  our  reach. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  When  the  bill 
shall  be  reported  to  the  Senate  the  Senstor 
can  then  move  to  perfect  it  by  amendments. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  we  had  better 
take  the  vote  now  directly  on  strikins  this  sec- 
tion out ;  but  at  the  proper  time  I  shall  move 
that  some  of  these  articles  be  reduced  ten  per 
cent. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  The  Senator  can 
move  that  m  an  additional  section  to  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  if  the  second 
section  should  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  wiU  let  the  vote  be 
taken  on  striking  out 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  wish  simply  to  say  that 
I  am  surprised  to  hear  the  statement  that  we 
are  levying  a  higher  tax  upon  these  goods 
than  ever  before,  because  during  the  war  the 
prices  of  every  one  of  those  imported  articles 
were  double  to  the  people  what  they  are  now. 
In  1865  they  were  forty-seven  per  cent,  higher 
than  they  are  now,  and  in  1868  they  were 
twenty-seven  per  cent.*  higher  to  the  people 
than  they  are  to-day.  Owing  to  the  diflereoee 
in  the  premium  on  gold,  which  the  people  have 
to  pay  in  currency,  every  one  of  those  articles 
was  protected  four  years  ago  twenty-seven  per 
cent,  more  than  now  :  every  one  of  these  arti- 
cles is  furnished  to  the  people  at  more  than 
one  fourth  less  than  their  cost  at  that  time. 
Therefore  I  say  that  this  second  section  should 
be  stricken  out,  and  we  'should  let  the  duties 
remain  as  they  are  until  we  get  back  to  a  spe- 
cie basis,  an  international  cftrrency,  and  then 
we  can  reduce  the  tariff  in  accordance  there- 
with. We  give  the  people  the  same  amount 
of  goods  $41,000,000  cheaper  to-day  than  we 
did  in  1868.  Therefore  they  come  to  the 
people  that  much  cheaper.  I  am  in  favor  of 
striking  out  this  section  and  maintaining  oor 
manufactures  as  they  are  now,  and  when  we 
get  back  to  the  proper  basis  let  us  then  adjust 
the  various  duties  accordingly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  result  of  the  vote 
just  taken  shows  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  not,  as  was  said  by  some  persons, 
to  benefit  the  poor  by  giving  them  cheap  tea 
and  coffee,  but  to  tax  the  poor  heavier.  Every 
dollar  that  is  collected  in  duty  on  tea  and 
coffee  is  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  tea  and  the  coffee  only  cost  as 
much  more  as  the  duty  that  is  imposed  upon 
them.  But  how  is  it  with  the  articles  in  this 
second  section?  What  does  it  contain?  The 
calico  that  the  poor  people  in  this  country  pur- 
chase ;  the  blankets  that  cover  their  children ; 
the  shoes  that  they  wear ;  the  axes  that  they 
use ;  and  the  hoes  and  the  plows  and  every 
particle  of  iron ;  and  it  now  is  proposed  not 
to  reduce  the  duties  on  these  articles.  The 
price  of  every  blanket.that  the  poor  man  bu^ 
and  for  which  he  gives  three  dollars,  is  m- 
creased  at  least  a  third  in  consequence  of  the 
duty  that  it  is  proposed  to  keep  upon  it.  What 
proportion  of  the  blankets  are  brought  to  this 
country  from  abroad,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say> 
I  did  not  expect  to  discuss  the  tariff"  at  Uus 
moment,  but  a  large  proportion  of  the  blank- 
ets are  manufactured  in  this  country,  and  the 
additional  dollar  that  the  poor  man  pays  on 
his  blanket  manufiictured  in  this  country  goes 
to  swell  the  fortunes  of  the  pampered  ncan- 
ufacturer.  I  do  not  remember  the  duty  on 
blankets  at  this  moment,  but  for  the  purpose 
of  illustration  I  will  suppose  that  a  blanket 
could  be  delivered  in  this  country  at  two  dol- 
lars; and  many  blankets  could  be  if  there 
were  no  duties  upon  them;  they  now  cost 
three  dollars ;  the  man  who  manufactures  them 
in  this  country  gets  the  additional  dollar  that 
the  poor  man  pays;  and  what  goes  into  your 
Treasury?  Only  that  additional  dollar  which 
is  collected  upon  the  blankets  that  are  brought 
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here  from  abroad.  So  with  the  shoes  that  he 
wears ;  so  with  every  article  of  iron,  the  most 
important  of  all  the  metals  which  is  used 
throughoat  the  country.  The  ax  that  the 
laboring  man  uses  is  increased  in  valae  by 
reason  of  the  tariff  imposed  upon  it,  at  least 
twenty-five  per  cent  But  a  great  many  of 
the  axes  are  made  in  this  country ;  and  does 
any  of  that  additiooal  price  put  upon  the  poor 
man  go  into  yoar  Treasury  to  pay  the  debU 
of  the  country  ?  Not  a  cent  of  it  Now  we 
are  proposing  here  to  take  the  tax  entirely 
off  those  articles  which  are  not  produced  in 
Uiis  country.     That  is  au  even  tax. 

All  the  additional  price  that  is  put  npon  tea 
and  coffee  by  reason  of  the  tariff  goes  into 
your  Treasury.  Of  the  increased  price  that  is 
pot  npon  the  ax,  and  the  plow,  and  the  hoe, 
and  the  shoe,  and  the  blanxet,  and  the  woolen 
cloth  that  the  poor  man  we^rs,  not  one  half 
goes  into  your  Treasury  ;  the  other  half  goes 
to  the  manufacturers.  And  are  the  taxes  of 
this  country  to  be  laid  upon  such  a  principle 
as  this,  to  tax  the  great  producing  interests  of 
this  country,  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
laborers  engaged  in  the  farming  interests  of 
this  country '/  Is  the  farmer  to  be  taxed  on 
his  plow  and  everything  else  that  he  uses  at  the 
rate  of  twenty- five  or  thirty  per  cent,  and  not 
one  half  the  amount  of  the  tax  he  pays  to  go  into 
the  Treasury  of  the  country,  but  the  greater 
portion  of  it  to  go  to  the  manufacturer?  If 
that  is  the  policy,  if  that  is  the  principle  of 
taxation,  then  strike  oat  the  second  sec- 
tion. 

I  hope  the  second  section  will  not  be  stricken 
out.  1  voted  against  making  tea  and  coffee 
free,  not  because  I  would  not  reduce  the  price 
of  tea  and  coffee  ;  but  I  did  not  want,  when  I 
was  reducing  the  price  of  tea  aod  coffee  to  the 
poor  man,  to  put  a  double  burden  on  him  by 
increasing  twofold  the  cost  of  the  other  neces- 
saries  of  life.  The  blanket  to  protect  his 
children  from  the  cold  is  as  necessary  as  the 
tea  or  the  coffee,  and  so  with  nearly  every  ar- 
ticle contained  in  section  two.  They  are  the 
very  articles,  above  all  others,  that  should  be 
furnished  cheaply  to  the  people.  What  are 
they?  Cotton  cloth,  woolen  articles,  iron, 
steel,  and  other  manufactures,  earthenware, 
glass,  and  glassware.  Why,  sir,  every  family 
must  have  earthenware,  must  have  crockery, 
and  every  fitmily  must  have  leather,  most  have 
shoes ;  and  yet  if  you  strike  out  this  second 
section  yon  retain  the  high  duties  on  these  ar- 
ticles, higher  as  the  Senator  from  Ohio  tells 
yon  than  were  ever  imposed  in  this  country 
before  the  war^  and  perhaps  higher  than  ever 
were  imposed  in  any  country  before. 

I  trust  that  we  shall  not  strike  out  this  sec- 
ond section,  and  I  do  not  share  the  apprehen- 
sion that  the  country  is  going  to  be  deprived 
of  its  revenues,  and  I  have  no  sort  ot  sym- 
pathy with  the  idea  advanced  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  that  we  should  keep  $100,000,000 
idle  in  our  Treasury. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Is  it  idle? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is.  It  has  hiia  there 
perfectly  dead  and  useless,  at  an  expense  to 
the  tax- paying  people  of  this  country  of  not  less 
that  $25,000,000— utterly  useless,  worse  than 
useless.  The  expenses  of  this  Government 
instead  of  being  $800,000,000  a  year  ought  not 
to-day  to  be  $ir25,000,000.  And  why  are  (hey 
80  great  7  It  is  because  of  this  vast  amount  of 
money  in  your  Treasury.  Does  not  (he  history 
of  the  world  teach  you,  does  not  everybody 
know  that  if  you  have  your  Treasury  filled  with 
iBoney  you  will  make  extravagant  expendi- 
tures? Is  not  that  true  of  individuals?  Do 
^e  not  all  economize  and  do  not  Governments 
economise  when  they  find  a  difficult  in  rais- 
ing the  money  to  meet  the  obligations  which 
they  desire  to  create  ?  Why,  sir,  do  you  be- 
lieve we  should  be  voting  the  millions  and 
millions  that  we  are  voting  out  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  every  year,  to  improve 
j^verii  and  harbors  and  make  various  unprove- 
ments  through    the  country,  at  points,  fre- 


qoently,  that  perhaps  not  one  Senator  in  five 
has  ever  heard  of,  if  we  had  no  surplus  in  the 
Treasury  ?  I  myself  have  known  of  appropri- 
ations made  here  fof  the  improvement  of  har- 
bors that  I  never  heard  of  till  I  heard  the  name 
in  some  bill  asking  for  the  appropriation. 
Would  such  appropriations  be  made  if  your 
Treasury  was  kept  more  nearly  bare,  if  there 
was  less  money  in  it?  For  what  purpose  is 
this  ooehnndrea  million  retained  in  the  Treas- 
ury? The  Senator  from  Ohio  says  as  a  bal- 
ance-wheel, as  a  safety.  Why,  Mr.  President, 
if  the  Senator  from  Ohio  had  turned  his  atten- 
tion at  the  close  of  the  war,  being  at  the  head 
of  the  Finance  Committee  as  he  was,  to  some 
measure  to  bring  about  in  this  country  specie 
payments 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  How  are  yon  going  to 
pay  specie  unless  you  have  it? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Not  by  hoarding  up 
$100,000,000  in  your  Treasury.  That  is  no 
way  to  come  to  specie  payments. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     What  is  the  way  ? 

Mr.  TR U M  B  U  LL.  There  are  various  ways. 
One  way  would  be  to  receive  a  third  of  your 
duties  in  greenbacks.  Yon  must  get  rid  of 
the  legal  tenders  if  you  are  ever  going  to  have 
specie  payments,  xon  can  never  have  specie 
payments  while  you  have  floating  through  the 
country  $860,000,000  of  promises  to  pay  which 
are  not  paid,  and  whicn  are  not  worth  their 
face.  And  does  this  $100,000,000  in  the  Treas- 
ury get  rid  of  them  ?  Has  it  ever  redeemed 
one  of  them,  and  will  it,  upon  the  policy  you 
are  pursuing  ?  Why  not  receive  one  third  or 
one  fourth  of  the  duties  in  the  legal* tender 
currency,  and  destroy  it  as  it  comes  into  the 
Treasnnr  of  the  United  States,  and  let  us  get 
rid  of  the  legal-tender  currency,  supplying  its 
place  with  a  bill  that  must  be  made  convert- 
ible into  specie  on  demand  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  These  are  now,  if  we 
would  onlydo  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  the  Government 
does  not  fulfill  its  promise. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  have  not  money 
enough.     We  need  more  gold  to  do  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  mean  by  that  that  he  is  in  favor  of 
boarding  up  $250,000,000  more  of  gold  in  the 
Treasury  tor  the  purpose  of  being  able  to 
meet  these  bills  on  demand  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No,  Mr.  President;  but 
I  mean  that  I  am  in  favor  of  accumulating 
enough,  so  that,  like  any  private  individual, 
we  can  say  that  on  a  given  day  we  are  ready 
to  pay,  and  have  enough  to  stand  the  run  and 
something  left  over.    That  is  what  I  mean. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  not  for  hoarding 
any  such  amount  of  money  in  the  Treasury, 
and  I  believe  it  to  be  dangerous  to  the  liber- 
ties of  the  country  to  do  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  you  are  not  for 
specie  payment. 

Mr.   TRUMBULL.     Yes,  sir;    I  am  for. 
coming  to  specie  payments  by  getting  rid  of 
this  greenback  currency,  which  is  made  a  logfil 
tender  for  debts  and  yet  is  not  convertible. 
That  is  the  way  to  come  to  specie  payments. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  for  a  mo- 
ment? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    CerUinly. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  When  I  gave  way  a  little 
while  ago,  I  thought  we  were  going  to  finish 
this  bill  to-night.  I  find  now  that  my  good 
friend  from  Illinois  is  going  over  this  old 
question ;  is  making  about  the  same  speech, 
not  in  the  same  words,  for  he  is  doing  it  a 
great  deal  more  gracefully,  but  I  think  1  have 
heard  it  five  hundred  times.  [Laughter.] 
He  does  it  a  great  deal  better  than  anybody 
else,  I  admit,  but  I  am  sure  he  is  about  bring- 
ing up  the  whole  question  of  the  tariff.  That 
is  a  subject  on  which  I  can  talk,  and  if  we  are 
to  go  over  this  whole  matter  it  will  take  us  a 
week  longer.  Therefore  I  would  like  now  to 
make  my  motion  that  we  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  executive  business. 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Ak- 
THONT  in  the  chair.)  Does  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  yield? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  CAMERON.    I  am  very  sorry  for  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  much  charmed 
with  the  Senator's  speech.  I  have  never 
heard  him  make  a  motion  to  go  into  executive 
session  before.  [Laughter.]  It  is  novel  with 
him,  and  he  has  made  it  gracefully,  aod  it 
was  handsomely  done.  [Laughter.]  It  being 
novel  and  new  with  him,  1  was  so  pleased  with 
it  that  I  think  I  shall  cootiuue  my  remarks  for 
a  few  minutes  longer  in  order  to  enable  him 
to  repeat  that  speech  of  his  after  a  little,  that 
I  may  get  to  learn  it.  [Laughter.]  Bat 
seriously 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  a  word  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  thought  it  would 
sound  better  ailer  a  little,  we  have  heard  it 
BO  recently  now.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CAMERON.    You  are  very  kind. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  willing  to  hear  it 
again. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  The  Senator  need  not 
be  abashed  at  mj  compliment  to  him.  He 
deserved  it  certainly,  and  I  was  glad  of  the 
opportunity  to  pay  it  to  him. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  was  not  my  intention 
to  occupy  any  considerable  portion  of  the  time 
of  the  Senate.  I  had  not  purposed  saying 
anything  upon  this  question  at  all ;  but  when 
I  saw  this  effort  to  keep  up  the  tariff  at  the 
highest  point  upon  these  necessaries  of  life,  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  laboring  interests  of 
this  country  and  the  great  mass  of  our  peo- 
ple, I  felt  as  if  I  ought  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  to  the  effect  of 
striking  out  this  second  section.  If  there  is 
any  section  in  the  bill  that  ought  to  be  retained, 
embracing  articles  of  common  use  and  of 
necessity,  and  in  which  the  poor  people  are 
interested,  it  is  this  second  section.  1  hope 
it  will  not  be  stricken  ouL 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  ^  Mr.  PlrMident,  I  was 
not  aware  that  we  had  the  Cincinnati  con- 
vention on  this  floor,  but  I  am  very  glad  now 
to  know  that  it  is  here.  It  has  been  rather  an 
uncertain  affiur.  No  one  has  been  able  quite 
to  tracelt  .until  now.  We  now  know  where  it 
is;  it  is  new  here  present,  and  I  am  very 
happy  to  meet  it. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois  has  stated  to  us 
that  every  farmer  was  taxed  upon  his  ax,  bis 
shovel,  his  hoe,  his  plow,  and  his  sewing- 
machine  twenty- five  per  cent.  Did  not  that 
Senator  know  that  we  supply  the  whole  world 
with  axes,  hoes,  plows,  and  sewing  machines? 
Did  he  not  know — if  he  did  not  he  ought  not 
to  allude  to  the  subject — that  you  cannot  find 
a  spot  on  earth  where  you  will  not  find  Amer- 
ican axes,  American  hoes,  American  shovels, 
and  every  single  article  almost  to  which  he 
has  alluded,  because  they  are  better  and 
cheaper  for  the  money  than  any  others  man- 
ufactured on  earth? 

Mr.  RICE.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Av- 
THOVT  in  the  chair.)  Does  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  yield  the  floor  to  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    For  what  purpose? 

Mr.  RICE.  I  wish  to  make  a  motion  that 
when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday  next 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  hope  not. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.   I  yield  for  that  motion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  not  in  order  now. 
i  think  we  had  better  finish  this  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  reqoiret 
unanimous  consent  to  receive  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  unless  the  pendins 
bill  be  laid  on  .the  table  or  otherwise  disposea 
of.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  objects  to  giving 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  RICE.  Then  I  move  to  lay  the  pend- 
ing bill  on  the  table  for  that  purpose. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Theqaesaoa 
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18  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas, 
that  the  tariff  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  hope  we 
shall  not  receive  this  motion  until  we  have 
disposed  of  this  bill  to-night.  Then  we  can 
perhaps  receive  the  motion  with  more  favor. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  moved 
that  the  bill  do  lie  on  the  table.  The  motion 
is  not  debatable. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were  on  a 
division — aves  22,  noes  20. 

Mr.  GONKLING.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  had  forgotten  that  I 
was  paired  with  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
[Mr.  Batard.  ]  I  regret  that  having  forgotten 
that  I  have  voted  several  times. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Paired  on  the  question 
of  laying  on  the  table? 

Mr.  CAMERON.     Paired  on  this  tariff  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  by  ye.as  and  nays, 
resulted — ^yeas  27,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

NATS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Blair.  Boreman,  Chandler, 
Clayton.  Cragin,  Ferry  of  Michiffan,  Goldthwaite, 
Uamilton  of  Maryland,  Harlan.  Hill,  Hitchcock, 
Johnston,  Kellogg.  Kelly,  Logan,  Norwood,  Ram- 
sey. Rice,  Robertson,  Saulsbury,  Sohurs, Stevenson, 
Sumner,  Trumbull,  Vickers,  and  Windom— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony.  Buckingham, 
Caldwell,  Cole,  Conkling,  Corbett.  Edmunds,  Fre- 
linghuysen,  Hamlin,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton, 
Nye,  Osborn,  Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Pfatt,  Sawyer. 
Scott,  Sherman,  Stewart,  West,  and  Wright— 24. 

ABSBNT— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brownlow,  Cameron, 
Carpenter^  Caaserly,  Daris  of  Kentucky,  Davis  of 
West  Virginia,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Connecacut.  Flan- 
asan,  Oilbert,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Howe,  Lewis. 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Pool.  Spencer,  Sprague,  Stockton, 
Thurman,  Tipton,  and  Wilson- 22. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  tariff 
bill  is  laid  on  the  table. 

ADJOURNMENT  TO  MONDAY. 

Mr.  RICE.  I  now  move  that  when  the  Sen- 
ate adjourns  to  day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next.  • 

Mr.  GONELINQ.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  28|  nays  26;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Blair,  Boreman,  Chand- 
ler, Clayton,  Cragin,  Ferry  of  Michiean,  Qold- 
thwaite.  Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Harlan,  Hill.  Hitch- 
cock, Johnston,  Kellogg.  Kelly,  Logan.  Norwood, 
Ramsey,  Rice,  Robertson,  Sanlsbury.  Schun,  Ste- 
venson, Sumner,  Trumbull.  Vickers,  West,  and 
Windom-28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Buckingham, 
Caldwell, Cameron,  Cole. Conkling,  Cooper,  Corbett, 
Edmunds,  Fenton,  Frelinghuysen,  Hamlin,  Morrill 
of  Vermont,  Morton,  Nye,  Oaborn,  Patterson,  Pom- 
eroy, Pratt,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Sherman.  Stewart,  and 
Wright-—^. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Bayard^rownlow,  Carpenter, 
Casserly,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Davis  of  West  Virginia, 
Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Flaniyan,  Oilbert,  Bfamil- 
ton  of  Texas,  Howe,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Pool, 
Spencer,  Spragae.  Stockton,  .Thurman,  Tipton,  and 
Wilson— 20. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  Hoase  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  Clinton  Llotd,  its  Chief  Clerk, 
announced  th^t  the  House  had  passed  the  bill 
(S.  No.  792)  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  for 
the  removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases  from 
State  coarts, '  approved  July  27,  1866,'' 
approved  March  2,  1867,  with  an  amendment, 
in  which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  message  also  announced  thatthe  House 
had  passed  the  following  bills,  in  which  it 
requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2047)  for  the  exchange 
and  transfer  of  the  two  small  parcels  of 
land  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2052)  to  authorize  the 
advancement  of  Chief  Engineer  John  W. 
Moore  on  the  list  of  chief  engineers  in  the 
Navy; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2058)  authorizing  the 
nomination  and  appointment  to  the  retired 
list  of  the  Navy  of  certain  volunteers  on  the 
active  list  of  the  Navy  who  are  disabled  iu 


consequence  of  wounds  received  during  the 
late  war ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2055)  for  the  relief  of  H. 
C.  Christopher,  G.  W.  Beard,  C.  A.  Uber, 
Edward  Stiles,  and  N.  H.  Lam  din. 

ENROLLED  BILL  SIGNED. 

# 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed  the  enrolled 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  895^  granting  a  pension  to 
Hannah  Gray ;  and  it  was  thereupon  signed 
by  the  Vice  President 

HOUSE  BILL  REFERRED. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2047)  for  the  exchange 
and  transfer  of  the  two  small  parcels  of  land 
in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

TARIFF  BILL. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  tariff  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to }  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  178)  to 
repeal  the  duties  on  salt,  the  pending  question 
bemg  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Morrill,  of 
Vermont,  to  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  as  a  substitute  for  the 
bill,  being  to  strike  out  the  second  section  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  believe  I  am  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

Thfe  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan  is  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the 
tariff  bill,  he  having  yielded  to  the  motion  to 
lie  on  th^  table. 

Mr.  NYE.  If  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
will  give  way,  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  wiU  yield  for  that 
motion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  we  can  get  through 
with  this  bill  to-night. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
from  Nevada  insist  on  his  motion  7 

Mr.  NYE.     No,  sir;  I  withdraw  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  having  withdrawn  his  motion, 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  is  entitled  to  the 
floor,  and  will  proceed  with  his  remarks. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  ask  the 
Senator  to  give  me  the  floor  for  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  yield  to  the  Senator 
from  Vermont. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, it  is  a  little  remarkable  that  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  both  at  the  last  session  and  at 
this  has  been  the  most  earnest  man  '*  in  season 
and  out  of  season"  pressing  the  House  bill 
for  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee, 
and  yet  at  the  very  first  opportunity  that  he 
has  here  he  votes  aj^ainst  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator,  I  suppose, 
does  not  mean  to  misstate  me.  Does  he  mean 
to  say  that  I  have  ever  advocated  the  repeal  of 
the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  ? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  mean  to 
sav  precisely  what  I  did  say,  that  here  was  a 
bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  pro- 
posing the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee,  and  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  was 
the  most  frequent  Senator  in  trying  to  get  the 
action  of  the  Senate  upon  it ;  and  yet  the  very 
first  moment  that  he  had  an  opportunity  to 
vote  upon  the  question  he  voted  against  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  wish  to  sa^r  to  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  by  his  permission,  £hat 
he  is  mistaken.  I  never  tried  on  any  occasion 
to  get  a  vote  of  the  Senate  upon  the  bill  to  re- 
peal the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee.  The  Senator 
IS  mistaken. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  maybe  so. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  It  was  the  coal  and  salt 
duties  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  wished  to 
have  renealed 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Then  I  with- 
draw the  charge.  [Laughter.]  I  bad  supposed 
the  Senator  was  alwnys  calling  up  the  tea  and 


coffee  bill.  He  has  certainly  frequently  alluded 
to  it  in  his  talk  on  the  subject,  and  I  supposed 
that  some  new  light  had  dawned  upon  him. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  was  a  mistake  on  the 
Senator's  part. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  am  very 
happy  to  withdraw  it  if  I  have  made  any  mis- 
take. The  Senator  also  alluded  to  the  tax 
upon  axes  and  plows.  Why,  sir,  there  is  not 
Fa  man  living  that  would  take  an  English  ax 
or  an  English  plow  as  a  gift. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  say  one  word? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont    Certainly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  duty  imposed  bv 
this  second  section  is  on  all  iron  and  steel, 
and  the  price  of  the  ax  and  of  the  plow  in 
Illinois  is  increased  in  consequence  of  the  in- 
creased price  of  the  iron  and  steel  out  of 
which  they  are  made.  That  is  where  the  bur- 
den comes  upon  the  poor  people,  because  the 
ax  would  be  cheaper. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  An  ax  takes 
about  four  pounds  of  iron.  A  cent  or  a  cent 
and  a  quarter  a  pound  duty  woflld  increase 
it  four  or  five  cents. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  fear  that  the  Senator 
is  apprehensive  that  there  may  be  too  much 
money  in  the  Treasury.  I  beg  leave  to  assure 
him  tihat  if  he  shall  have  the  charge  of  that 
money  I  shall  hsrve  entire  faith  in  leaving 
$100,000,000  in  the  Treasury  for  his  admin- 
istration. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  RICE.  I  move  thatthe  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan  yields  to  the  Senator  from 
Arkansas,  who  moves  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adionm. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were  on  a 
division — ayes  29,  noes  17. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken  resulted — yeas  27,  nays  20 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Blair,  Boreman.  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Cooper,  Ferry  of  Miohiran,  Goldthwaite, 
Hamilton  of  Manrland.  Harlan,  HiU,  Hitchcock. 
Johnston.  Kelly,  Logan,  Norwood.  Osborn,  Pratt, 
Rtce,  Robertson,  Saulsbury,  Sefaors,  Stevenfon, 
TrambuU,  Vickers,  West,  and  Windom— :^. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Caldwell.  Cole, 
ConkJins.  Corbett,  Edmunds,  Fenton,  Frelinghuy- 
sen, Hamlin,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Nye,  Pat- 
terson, Pomeroy,  Sawyer,  Scott.  Sherman.  Stewart, 
and  Wright— 20. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Bayard.  Brownlow,  Bnckiof- 
ham.  Cameron,  Carpenter.  Casserly,  Cragin.  Dam 
of  Kentueky,  Davis  of  West  Vinginia,  Feny  of 
Connecticut,  Flanagan.  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Texas, 
Howe,  Kellogff,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Mune,  Pool.  Ram- 
sey, Spencer,  Sprague,  Stockton,  Somner,  Thurman. 
Tipton,  and  Wilson— 26. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  (at  five 
o'clock  and  twenty* six  minutes  p.  m.)  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  March  22,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  O.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

PAT  OF  CONTESTANT — JOHN  CESSNA. 

Mr.  McCRART.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  of  Elections  to  report  the  reao- 
lution  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  and  to 
recommend  its  adoption. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Whereas  Hon.  John  Cessna  has  proaeeuted  hSi 
claim  to  a  seat  in  this  House  from  the  sizteentli 
district  o'f  Pennsylyania  in  good  faith  and  with 
reasonable  cause:  Therefore, 

RemAvtd,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  be  in- 
structed to  pay  to  said  John  Cessna,  out  of  the  con- 
tingnent  fund  of  the  House,  the  sum  of  $4,480.  the 
same  being  his  actual,  reasonable,  and  necessary 
expanses  in  prosecuting  his  said  contest. 

Mr.  McCRARY.  I  desire  to  make  a  very 
brief  statement  to  the  House  in  support  of  thia 
resolution.  It  will  be  remembered  by  many 
members  of  this  House  that  durio(f  the  last 
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Congress  thero  was  considerable  discnasion 
upon  the  sobject  of  the  payment  of  the  ex- 
penses of  unsuccessful  contestants  in  con- 
tested-election cases.  In  every  case,  however, 
when  the  attempt  wfft  made  to  adopt  any  rule 
that  would  cut  off  these  expenditures  the 
House  during  that  Congress  decided  against 
the  proposition. 

The  Committee  of  Elections  of  the  present 
House  have  not  felt  at  liberty  to  inaugurate 
any  new  {>olicy  upon  the  subject.  We  have, 
however,  undertaken  to  reform  to  some  extent 
what  we  believed  to  have  been  the  abuses 
which  grew  out  of  the  practice  which  has  so 
long  prevailed.  From  the  commencement  it 
has  been  the  custom  of  the  House  to  allow  a 
contestant  his  expenses,  in  every  case  at  least 
where  it  appeared  that  he  had  prosecuted  his 
case  with  reasonable  cause  and  in  good  faith. 
But  there  has  been  much  carelessness  in  ascer- 
taining the  amount  of  those  expenses,  and  in 
▼ery  many  cases  larger  amounts  have  been 
paid  than  ought  to  have  been  paid.  The  last 
House  of  Representatives  paid  in  the  aggre- 
gate about  one  hundred  and  thirteen  thousand 
dollars  to  unsuccf^ssful  contestants.  In  view 
of  these  facts,  and  for  the  purpose  of  reform- 
fng  the  abuses  at  least,  the  present  Committee 
of  Elections  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Congress,  adopted  as  one  of  their  rules  the 
following,  which  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  ret^d  as  follows : 

"10.  The  committee  will  not  recommend  the  pay- 
ment  of  any  compensation  beyond  actual,  reason  able, 
and  necessary  expenses,  to  any  contestant  who  fails 
to  maintain  hie  right  to  a  seat,  and  will  recommend 
the  payment  of  such  expenses  only  in  coses  where 
the  contest  is  made  in  good  faith  and  with  reason- 
able caose.  Each  contestant,  failing  to  sustain  his 
claim  to  a  seat,  and  claiming  compensation,  shall 
present  to  the  committee  an  itemized  statement, 
under  oath,  of  h\a  expenditures  in  connection  with 
•ach  contest,  which  saall  be  examined  by  the  oom- 


niittoe,  or  by  a  sub-committee  appointed  for  that 

id  so  much  only  sfc 
within  the  provisions  of  this  rule." 


purpose,  and  so  much  only  shall  be  allowed  as  comes 


Mr.  McCRARY.  This  is  as  far  as  the  com- 
mittee have  felt  at  liberty  to  go,  unless  the 
House  shall  reverse  its  former  action  and 
adopt  a  new  rule  upon  the  subject  which  will 
go  further.  I  wish  to  say  with  reference  to 
the  resolution  now  before  the  House  that  it 
comes  clearly  within  the  rule  of  the  commit- 
tee. This  contest  necessarily  involved  a  very 
heavy  expense.  The  number  of  witnesses 
called,  I  think,  amounts  to  about  fifteen  hun- 
dred. The  amount  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee does  not  cover  the  amount  sworn  to  by 
toe  contestant  as  his  actual  expenses  by  some 
fifteen  hundred  dollars.  The  committee  have 
cut  it  down  so  as  to  include  in  it  only  such 
expenses  as  we  believe  to  have  been  necessary. 

There  is  no  question  in  the  mind  of  any 
member  of  the  committee  but  that  Mr.  Cessna 
prosecuted  his  claim  to  the  seat  in  the  utmost 
good  faith.  The  maioritv  against  him  by  the 
official  count  was  only  fifteen,  and  the  proof 
introduced  by  the  contestant  was  altogether 
sufficient  to  have  overcome  that  majority,  and 
have  produced  a  considerable  majority  in  his 
favor,  had  it  not  been  that  the  sitting  member 
BQCcessfuIly  attached  quite  a  number  of  votes 
which  bad  been  cast  for  the  contestant,  a 
thing  which  the  contestant  could  not  have 
anticipated  when  he  commenced  the  proseco 
lion  of  his  contest.  If  the  House  is  content 
with  the  rule  which  the  committee  has  adopted,' 
and  which  is  certainly  a  great  improvement 
upon  anything  heretofore  adopted  on  this  sub- 
ject, then  the  resolution  which  is  now  pro- 
posed should  be  adopted.  I  now  move  the 
previous  question. 

Mr.  STORM.  I  wish  to  ask  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections  [Mr.  McCrart] 
whether  the  account  in  this  case  has  been 
made  up  according  to  the  rule  the  coounittee 
recommended. 

Mr.  McCRART.  It  has.  An  itemized  ac- 
count has  been  sworn  to  by  the  contestant, 
and  that  account  has  been  cut  down  consider- 
ably by  the  committee. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 


Mr.  McCRARY  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDIE  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  call  for  the  regular  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  is  the 
call  of  committees  for  reports  of  a  private 
nature,  and  the  first  committee  to  be  called 
is  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

SXCHANOB  OF  LAND,  ST.  LOUIS,  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  McGRE  W.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims  to  report  back, 
with  a  substitute,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  843) 
authorizing  the  transfer  and  exchange  of  two 
irregular  strips  of  land  adjoining  the  marine 
hospital  tract  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  substitute  will,  by 
unanimous  consent,  be  treated  as  an  original 
bill. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2046)  was  read.  It 
recites  in  the  preamble  that  the  United  States 
marine  hospital  grounds  situated  in  the  city 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  lie  adjoining  lands  of 
John  G.  Woerner  upon  an  angular  line  of 
division,  and  that  it  is  represented  that  an 
alteration  and  straightening  of  said  division 
line,  and  an  exchange  of^  certain  irregular 
strips  of  land,  will  be  conducive  to  the  interest 
and  convenience  of  both  parties.  The  bill 
therefore  provides  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  authorized  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sion, to  consist  of  two  persons,  to  determine 
upon  a  new  division  line  between  the  property 
of  John  G.  Woerner,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and 
the  St.  Louis  marine  hospital  tract,  which  shall 
be  a  continuous  straight  line,  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  authorized,  if  he  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  said  exchange  shall  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  Government  of  the  Unit«;d  States, 
to  convey  to  John  G.  Woerner  the  strip  of  land 
that  may  be  found  to  be  on  the  south  side  of 
the  line  so  determined  upon,  in  exchange  for 
the  strip  of  land  that  may  be  found  to  he  on 
the  north  side  of  said  line.  The  division  line 
is  to  be  so  located  that  the  exchange  of 
the  strip  of  land,  and  the  location  of  the 
line,  shall  involve  no  expense  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  upon  the  further  condition 
that  Woerner  shall  pay  to  the  United  States 
the  sum '  of  the  difference  in  value,  if  any, 
between  the  two  parcels  of  land  thus  ex- 
changed ;  such  sum  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
said  commissioners,  who,  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment, shall  choose  an  umpire ;  a  majority  of 
the  commission  thus  constituted  to  determine 
the  location  of  said  division  line  and  the  dif 
ference  in  value  as  aforesaid,  the  appraise- 
ment and  location  to  be  approved  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  Upon  the  full  pay- 
ment of  the  sum  aforesaid,  (if  any  diffierence 
in  value  should  be  in  favor  of  the  United 
States,)  and  the  conveyance  by  John  G.  Woer- 
ner to  the  United  States  of  a  valid  title  to 
the  said  strip  or  parcel  of  land  lying  north 
of  the  new  division  line,  and  adjoining  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  St.  Louis  marine 
hospital  grounds,  and  the  payment  of  all 
expenses  that  may  be  incurred  in  locating 
the  new  line,  determining  the  difference  in 
value  of  the  two  parcels  of  land,  and  the 
transfer  herein  provided  for,  and  compliance 
with  the  other  conditions  herein  set  forth, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  to  execute  the 
necessary  deeds  for  the  conveyance  to  John 
W.  Woerner  of  the  parcel  of  land  lying  on 
the  south  side  of  the  new  division  line,  and 
adjoining  the  southwest  corner  of  the  St. 
Louis  marine  hospital  grounds. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  McGRE  W  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 


THBODORB  ADAMS. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2047) 
for  the  relief  of  Theodore  Adams ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  provides  for  paying  to  Theodore 
Adams,  out  of  any  money  hereafter  to  be 
appropriated  for  that  purpose,  the  sum  of 
$112,740  76  in  full  for  all  claims  under  his 
contract  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  the  construction  of  thirty-eight  mor- 
tar-boats and  eight  steam- tugs.' 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and- read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it 
was  accordingly  read  the-third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CONORRSSIONAL  DBBATK8. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  following 
as  the  managers  of  the  conference  on  the  part 
of  the  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes  between 
the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (S.  No.  681^  to  pro- 
vide for  reporting  and  printing  the  deoates  of 
Congress :  Mr.  Kellet  of  Pennsylvania,  Mr. 
Beatty  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Abtbitr  of  Ken- 
tucky. 

OILBBRT  MORTON. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  back  a  bill 
(S.  No.  820)  to  authorize  the  restoration  of 
Gilbert  Morton  to  the  naval  service,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorizes  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  to  nominate,  and  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
to  reappoint,  Gilbert  Morton  ensign  in  the 
Navy. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading ;  and 
it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  aud 
passed. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed  ^ 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to.. 

OBORGB  A.  STBYBNS. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER,  from  the  same 
committee,  also  reported  back  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  903)  for  the  relief  of  George  A.  Stevens, 
of  the  United  States  Navy,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  is  authorized 
to  appoint,  and  with  the  advice  and  consenJt 
of  the  Senate  to  commission,  George  A.  Ste- 
vens to  such  rank  in  the  United  States  Navy 
as  the  circumstances  of  said  Stevens's  case 
may  in  his  judgment  seem  to  justify. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  tim^ ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ROBBRT  A.  MATO. 

Mr.  PLATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  back  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R. 
No.  97)  for  the  relief  of  Robert  A.  Mayo,  of 
Richmond,  Virginia,  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  it  pass  with  an  amendment. 

The  joint  resolution,  which  was  read,  pro- 
vides that  the  Secretaryof  theNavy  be  autnor- 
ized  and  directed  to  pay  to  Robert  A.  Mayo, 
of  Richmond,  Virginia,  the  sum  of  $1,50759, 
with  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  from 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1861,  tne  same  to  be 
in  full  of  balances  due  him  on  aqconnt  of  reFer- 
vation  bills  for  tobacco  furnished  the  United 
States  Navy  Department,  under  contract  exist- 
ing during  the  years  1860  and  1861. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  suggest  that  it  be  made  a 
bill  in  place  of  a  joint  resolution. 
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Mr.  PLATT.     I  do  not  object  to  that. 

Tlie  SPEAKER;  Before  joint  resolations  of 
tliiB  character  are  ordered  to  be  engrossedt  the 
Chair  directs  the  Clerk  to  change  them  into 
bills  in  accordance  with  the  general  rule.  This 
will  be  made  a  bill,  and  it  will  be  numbered 
H.  R.  No.  2048. 

Mr.  PLATT.  The  committee  recommend 
the  striking  out  of  the  words  *'  with  interest 
at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent  from  the  Ist  day 
of  January,  1861.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
reason  there  is  for  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  PLATT.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  a 
letter  from  the  Navy  Department,  which  fully 
states  all  the  facts. 

Mr.  KERR.    I  hope  it  will  be  read. 

Mr.  PLATT.  Ana  then,  if  necessary,  I  will 
make  a  statement. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Navt  Pepartmint, 
BuaiAU  or  Pbovisiohs  and  Olothiho, 
WaSBIVOTON,  Febrvarv  2. 1871. 

8ib:  Your  oommunioation  of  tbe  30th  nltimo,  in 
relation  to  tho  olaim  of  Robert  A.  Mayo,  has  been 
received. 

Mr.  Mayo's  olaim,  amoanting  to  $1,507  SO,  is  the 
reservation  often  per  oent.  retained  by  the  bureau 
as  seoarity  for  the  fulfillment  of  bis  contract  for 
tobacco,  which  the  bareaa  is  prevented  from  paying 
by  tbe  joint  resolution  of  the  2d  March,  1867. 

In  May,  1861,  after  the  breaiiiDg  oat  of  the  rebel- 
lioD,  Mr.  Mayo,  at  considerable  danger  and  expense, 
delivered  a  portion  of  this  tobacco  at  the  navy-yards 
at  BostoQ  and  New  York. 

The  bureau  deems  it  proper  to  state  that  Mr. 
Mayo  was  for  many  years  before  the  war,  and  bos 
been  since,  a  larga  oontraotor  for  tobaooo.  and  has 
always  delivered  a  most  excellent  article,  and  in 
every  respect  complied  with  his  obligations  to  the 
Government  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  bnreau. 

The  bnroan  begs  leave  to  say  that  it  considers,  in 
justice  and  equity,  this  claim  should  be  allowed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  T.  DUNN. 
Chitffif  BuneoM, 

Hon.  Jamis  Platt,  jr.,  Umted  Statea  JffouM  of  Btp- 
r«MnUUive$,  W€uki»^on,  JHUrid  iff  Chlumbia. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being[  engrossed,  it  was 
acoordinffly  read  the  third  time*  and  passed. 

Mr.  PLATT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion-  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MBS.  MARGARBT  WSBBia. 

Mr.  PLATT,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2049)  granting  a 
pension  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Webber ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read,  ft  authorizes  and  directs 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  to  place  on  the 
pension-rol),  subject  to  the  provisions  and 
limitations  of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of 
Margaret  Webber,  widow  of  John  Webber, 
late  a  gunner  in  the  United  States  Navy,  from 
and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Mr.  BIRD.  Where  does  this  bill  come 
from? 

The  SPEAKER.  From  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  PLATT.  This  is  entirely  a  naval  pen- 
sion, and  has  received  the  nnanimous  approval 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  The  bill 
has  also  been  submitted  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  has 
his  approbation  as  well  as  that  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this 
is  one  of  those  claims  which  oueht  to  go  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.  It 
strikes  me,  as  a  member  of  that  committee, 
that  if  we  nave  control  at  all  of  the  business 
of  examining  claims  for  pensions,  we  should 
have  the  control  of  this  particular  case. 

Mr.  PLATT.  I  desire  to  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Bird]  that  the 
reference  of  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Navftl  Afftiirs  is  in  accordance  with  the  pre- 
cedents and  CDStoms  of  this  House.     This 


coarse  has  been  taken  almost  uniformly  in  this 
House,  in  such  matters.  When  the  bill  came 
before  the  copimittee  I  looked  up  several  such 
cases  which  had  been  before  them.  I  might 
refer  more  particularly  to  two  cases  within  my 
own  recollection,  of  bills  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  by  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Archer.] 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  should  much  prefer  that  this 
bill  should  take  the  usual  course  and  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  The  uniform  usage  in  this 
House,  I  think,  has  been  that  claims  for  naval 
pensions  should  be  taken  charge  of  by  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  no  dis- 
position to  interfere  with  the  passage  of  this 
Dill,  but  he  begs  to  say  that  it  is  his  duty  to 
see,  so  far  as  he  can  influence  *it,  that  papers 
shall  be  properly  referred ;  and  the  Chur  has 
seen  with  regret  a  growing  disposition  in  the 
House  to  refer  to  other  committees,  m  the 
first  place  business  which  properly  belongs  to 
the  Committee  of  Cliums,  and  in  the  next 
place  business  which  properly  belongs  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions.  He  hopes, 
however,  that  the  point  will  not  be  made  on 
this  particular  bill.  But  there  is  no  more 
reason  for  the  Naval  Committee  taking  charge 
of  Naval  pensions  than  there  is  for  tne  Mili- 
tary Committee  taking  charge  of  Army  pen- 
sions.' The  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions 
is  constituted  for  the  express  purpose  of  tak- 
ing charge  of  claims  for  pensions,  and  the 
business  of  the  House  will  be  best  attended 
to  by  each  committee  confining  itself  to  the 
matters  which  properly  belong  to  it.  The 
Chair,  at  the  same  time,  expresses  the  hope 
that  the  ffentleman  from  New  Jersey  [Mr. 
Bird]  will,  in  this  case,  waive  hi^  motion  of 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, else  it  mi^ht  be  construed  into  a  hos- 
tilitv  to  this  particular  bill. 

Mr.  BIRD.  In  conapliance  with  the  su^- 
l^estion  of  the  Chair,  I  withdraw  my  opposi- 
tion to  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  bein|{  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PLATT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

J.  H.  UNDBRHILL. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER,  from  the  same 
committee,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2050) 
for  the  relief  of  J.  H.  Underbill ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  there 
be  paid  to  J.  H.  Underhill,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
the  sum  of  $28,810  75,  in  full  payment  and 
discharge  of  the  claim  of  said  Underhill  for 
work  done  and  material  furnished  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  iron-clad  vessel  Keokuk. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  In  accordance 
with  the  principle  which  a  few  moments  ago 
was  stated  bv  the  Chair,  I  ask  that  this  bill  Be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Iwill  state  that 
this  matter  has  been  careiall^  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  I  raise  the  point 
of  order  that  this  bill  makes  an  appropriation, 
and  should  have  its  first  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  make  a  statement  before 
he  presses  the  point  of  order? 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  gentleman  making  a  statement. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.     The  gentleman 

from  Ohio  [Mr.  GAKDiei.D]  proposes  that  the 

I  bill  shall  be  rt-ferred  to  the  Committee  of 


Claims.  I  will  state  that  the  matter  is  one 
which  came  legitimately  before  the  Commiitee 
on  Naval  Affairs  last  year,  growing  out  of  the 
construction  of.  the  Keokuk.  It  came  again 
before  us  and  was  examined  by  the  commit- 
tee this  vear.  This  particular  claim  had  been 
before  the  Committee  of  Claims  before  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
They  were  satisfied  of  the  justice  of  tbe  claim, 
and  of  another  claim  very  similar  to  it,  and  a 
gentleman  on  the  committee  who  had  it  in 
charge  suggested  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  for  their  investi- 
gation, and  it  was  so  referred* 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Allow  me  to 
say  that  precisely  that  thing  was  done  fre- 
quently wnen  I  was  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs.  The  Committee  of 
Claims  would  have  before  them  a  matter  re- 
lating to  contractors  or  sutlers  in  the  Army, 
and  they  would  have  it  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  for  their  inTestigH- 
tion  and  report.  When  that  was  done  it  was 
our  custom  to  report  it  back  to  the  House 
with  our  statement  or  report,  and  then  let  it 
go  again  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  Now, 
JQ  so  far  as  this  claim  relates  to  matters  con- 
nected with  naval  affairs,  1  can  see  the  great 
Sropriety  of  its  going  to  the  Committee  on 
[aval  Affairs  for  examination  and  report;  and 
I  also  see  the  further  propriety  when  they 
have  made  their  report,  of  the  matter  ^oing  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  which  committee  has 
general  charge  of  claims.  I  believe,  therefore, 
my  motion  is  in  the  line  of  safe  precedents. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  This  was  a  mat- 
ter  relating  entirely  to  naval  affairs,  and  we 
had  to  go  to  the  Navy  Department  for  all  the 
information  we  desired  upon  the  subject.  This 
whole  claim  relates  legitimately -to  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Navy  Department. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  made  the 
motion  with  no  idea  of  opposition  to  the  bill ; 
it  may  be  perfectly  just.  But  it  seemed  to  me 
that  as  a  matter  of  ^ood  order  it  ahonld  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  A  great 
many  claims  go  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations because  they  involve  appropriatioos 
of  money.  But  we  invariably  send  them  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  or  some  other  com- 
mittee. I  therefore  insist  upon  my  motion  to 
refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  immediate  matter 
pending  is  the  point  of  order  made  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Bijlir,]  that  this 
bill  makes  an  appropriation,  and  therefore, 
under  the  rule,  it  must  receive  its  first  con- 
sideration in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  claim  of  course 
that  this  matter  has  been  fairly  investigated 
before  tbe  proper  committee.  We  have  ex- 
amined this  claim  and  believe  that  the  claim- 
ant is  as  much  entitled  to  be  paid  this  amount 
as  any  member  of  the  House  is  to  go  to  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  and  draw  his  last  month's 
pay.  This  claimant  was  instructed  to  go  for- 
ward and  do  certain  work  for  a  certain  sum  of 
money.  He  has  been  kept  out  of  that  money 
for  ten  years,  and  this  bill  is  to  correct  that 
great  iigustice. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigao.  I  inaiBl  upon  my 
point  of  order. 

The  SPEAKEEL  The  point  of  order  being 
made,  the  bill  will  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  and  placed  upon  the  Private 
Calendar. 

BAMUBL  B.  BUiIOT. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2051)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  EUior,  late 
acting  purser  of  the  United  States  ship  Flirt; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  reaa  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  Treasury  to  allow  lo 
Samuel  B.  Elliot,  late  acting  purser  of  the 
IJtiitcd  States  ship  Flirt,  in  the  settlemeut  of 
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his  accoants,  the  amount  properly  payable  to 
a  parser  of  a  ship  of- war  for  his  services  as 
acting  parser  as  aforesaid,  during  the  period 
he  acted  as  parser,  deducting  therefrom  the 
amount  paid  him  for  the  same  period  as  mid- 
shipman in  the  Navy. 

Mr.  COX.     Is  there  any  report  in  this  case? 

Mr.  SUTHEftLAND.  There  is  no  written 
report,  but  I  can  briefly  state  the  fkcXa  which 
came  before  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 
From  1842  to  1844  a  law  was  in  force  which 
provided  that  whenever  an  officer  of  lower 
rank  was  called  upon  to  perform  services  of 
an  officer  of  higer  rank,  he  should  receive  pay 
according  to  the  rank  in  which  he  should  serve. 
This  service  was  rendered  by  Mr.  Elliot  daring 
that  period,  but  before  his  claim  was  presented 
and  allowed  the  law  was  repealed,  and  the 
accoanting  officers  not  acquiescing  in  the  claim 
it  was  not  paid.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  a  poo  examination  were  satisfied  that 
the  case  was  covered  by  that  law,  and  this  bill 
is  recommended  as  coming  fairly  within  that 
law. 

Mr.  KERR.  How  much  will  this  bill  give 
him? 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND.  From  foar  to  six 
hundred  dollars;  the  precise  amount  is  not 
determined. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  ask 
the  gentleman  a  qaestion,  and  then  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  for  a  moment  to  the 
principle  involved  in  this  bill ;  and  I  pariica- 
jarly  ask  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs.  Up  to  this  time  that  com- 
mittee have  resisted  all  effortsto  give  an  officer 
gay  for  the  grade  of  command  he  held,  But 
ave  always  confined  the  pay  to  the  actual 
rank  as  shown  by  his  commission. 

Now,  as  every  gentleman  who  served  in  the 
Army  will  remember,  there  were  many  cases 
where  a  captain  was  in  command  of  a  regi- 
mei»t,  because  the  major,  the  lieutenant  col- 
onel, and  the  colonel  were  wounded.  There 
were  many  instances  of  colonels  in  command 
of  brigades,  and  of  brigadier  generals  in  com- 
mand of  divisions,  and  even  of  corps.  If  we 
now  support  the  principle  that  the  officer  is  to 
be  paid  tor  the  grade  of  command  he  held,  we 
ought,  as  a  matter  of  equity,  to  go  back  over 
the  entire  roster  of  the  late  volunteer  army 
attd  provide  to  pay  officers  accq;cdiag  to  the 
command  they  held  for  a  week,  a  month,  or  a 

fear.  Hitherto  Congress  has  never,  so  far  as 
know,  in  a  single  instance  paid  an  officer  for 
the  rank  of  his  command,  but  have  always 
made  his  pay  follow  his  commission — the  rank 
he  actually  held.  Of  course,  it  entails  some 
more  labor  on  a  man  to  command  a  regiment 
than  a  company,  or  to  command  a  brigaue  than 
•  regiment,  but  there  was  not  a  colonel  in  the 
Army  who  was  not  delighted  to  have  the  honor 
of  commanding  a  brigade  without  extra  pay. 

Why,  sir,  I  8uppo«e  there  are  forty  men  in 
this  House  who  could  make  a  claim  for  addi- 
tional services  if  this  principle  is  adopted.  I 
suppose  there  is  not  a  man  who  served  f^ 
colonel  who  did  not  at  some  time  command  a 
brigade. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  we  adopt  the 
principle  of  this  bill  we  onght  to  apply  it  to  the 
entire  militaty  and  naval  service,  and  I  trust 
the  geniteman  who  has  charge  of  this  bill  will 
consider  the  danger  of  m«cing  this  case  a 
precedent  The  only  all^;ation  I  know  of  in 
Uiis  case  is  that  this  officer  served  in  a  com- 
maud  which  would  properly  have  belonged  to 
•n  officer  of  higher  raox.  So  much  the  better 
for  him;  so  much  the  6ner  opportunity  for 
him  to  show  his  qualities  and  serve  the  coun- 
try and  gain  honor  to  himself;  and  hitherto 
the  honor  of  such  assignments  haa  been  eagerly 
sought  for  and  has  been  all  the  compensation 
that  the  officer  has  received. 

I  hope,  therefore,  that  this  bill  will  not  pass, 
although  1  know  nothing  of  the  merits  of  the 
individual  case,  but  I  only  say  to  the  House 
that  officers  who  have  been  assigned  to  com- 
maud  in  both  the  Army  and  the  Navy  under 


similar  circumstances    have  never  had   ad- 
vanced pay  in  consequence. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND.  I  entirely  concur 
in  the  views  expressed  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  in  rec- 
ommending the  passage  of  this  bill  I  think 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  in  no  way 
asked  the  House  to  set  a  precedent  in  oppo- 
sition to  those  views.  This  bill  is  not  recom- 
mended for  the  purpose  of  establidiing  other 
than  a  legal  claim.  As  the  committee  under- 
stand the  law  that  was  in  force  at  the  time 
the  services  were  performed,  the  party  that 
performed  them  is  legally  entitled  to  what  this 
bill  proposes  to  ^ve  him.  I  beg  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House  ^hat  I  may  read  the  law 
that  was  in  force  at  that  time.  It  is  a  law 
passed  in  1842,  and  is  ia  follows: 

*'  Sbo.  12.  And  be  it fyrHur  enacted.  That  whenever 
an  officer  shall  perform  the  duty  or  a  higher  grade* 
by  order  of  the  Secretiury  of  the  Navy,  or  the  com- 
mander of  a  fleet  or  Muodron,  or  ship  acting  singly 
on  foreign  service,  suoh  officer  shall  be  entitled  to 
receive  the  pajr  of  snoh  higher  grade  during  the 
time  he  performs  the  duty  in  that  grade,  and  no 
longer ;  and  no  allowance  shall  be  made  for  per- 
forming such  service  hereafteri  unless  so  ordered." 

That  was  the  law  in  force  at  the  time  this 
service  was  rendered.  Mr.  Elliott  was  a  mid- 
shipman in  the  Navy,  and  he  was  called  upon 
to  act  as  purser  on  the  ship  Flirt,  which  was 
serving  on  a  trip  to  Texas,  then  a  foreign  coun- 
try, it  beine  before  the  annexation.  He  was 
within  the  letter  of  the  law  in  every  particu- 
lar, and  the  committee  have  concluded  that 
he  had  a  legal  claim,  and  hence  have  recom- 
mended the  passage  of  this  bill.  It  it  were 
not  a  legal  claim  1  should  be  opposed  to  the 
passage  of  the  bill  for  the  reason  so  forcibly 
set  forth  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  it  is  a  legal 
claim,  and  arises  strictly  within  the  letter  of 
the  law,  I  desire  to  ask  tne  gentlenian  why  this 
man's  accounts  cannot  be  settled  at  the  De- 
partment, and  why  it  needs  a  new  law  ? 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND.  He  haa  been  unable 
to  obtain  payment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Then,  of  course, 
there  is  no  law  for  it. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND.  The  act  was  repealed 
in  1844 ;  and  this  claim  has  not  been  recognized 
by  the  Department. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Then  theclaim- 
ant  is  left  within  the  general  scope  of  the  laws 
as  they  now  stand. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND.  The  service,  how- 
ever, was  performed  while  this  law  was  in  force. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  ask 
the  House  to  defeat  this  bill ;  but  I  ask  the 
gentleman  to  allow  it  to  be  recommitted  that 
the  committee  may  again  consider  it  in  view 
of  these  new  facts  and  circumstances. 

Mr.  WHITTHORNE.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ga&field]  will  listen  to  me  a 
moment,  I  think  I  can  convince  him  of  the 
propriety  of  the  ground  on  which  the  commit- 
tee put  this  claim,  and  on  which  they  base 
their  favorable  opinion  of  it. 

Under  the  act  of  1842,  officers  temporarily 
performing  the  duties  of  those  of  a  higher  grade 
were  to  receive,  while  actually  so  employed,  the 
compensation  of  those  of  such  higher  grade. 
Under  that  law,  Mr.  Elliot,  being  then  a  mid- 
shipman, was  assigned  to  duty  as  purser  upon 
the  ship  Flirt.  Subsequently)  in  1844,  the  law 
of  1842  was  repealed.  Mr*  Elliot  presented 
his  claim  for  compensation  under  the  act  of 
1842.  In  the  first  place,  the  objection  was 
made  that  the  ship  Flirt  was  not  upon  detached 
service.  That  objection  was  removed  by  ref- 
erence to  the  orders  under  which  the  vessel 
was  operated.  Then  the  objection  was  made 
(and  this  is  the  only  objection  upon  which  pay- 
ment of  the  claim  was  refused  at  the  Depart- 
ment) that  Mr.  Elliot  was  not  a  commissioned 
officer.  Upon  that  ground  he  has  been  turned 
away  from  the  DepartmenL'  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  whether  he  was  an  officer 
by  warrant  or  an  officer  by  commission,  he 
wad  eutitlt'd  to  compensation  under  the  act 


of  1842,  having  performed  the  service  under 
that  law. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  From  the  state- 
ment which  the  gentleman  now  makes  it  ap- 
pears that  the  officer  of  the  Government 
whose  duty  it  was  to  construe  the  law  of  1842, 
has  so  construed  it  that  this  man  cannot  get 
his  pay.  Now,  after  thirty  years  have  elapsed , 
he  comes  to  ns  and  asks  us  to  overturn  the 
construction  which  the  law  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment have  adopted  during  that  time.  Of 
course,  if  we  overturn  it  in  this  case  we  must 
overturn  it  in  every  similar  caae  that  may 
arise.  Now,  it  .occurs  to  me  that  for  us  to 
make  such  a  construction  would  be  even  more 
dangerous  than  to  pass  an  isolated  act,  giving 
a  special  giR  to  a  single  person ;  for  we,  in 
effect,  overturn  the  settled  construction  of  the 
Department  for  thirty  years.  This  to  me  is  an 
additional  reason  why  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass. 

Mr.  WHITTHORNE.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  my 
judgment  no  length  of  time  can  ever  give 
sanction  to  an  error  or  a  wrong;  and  it  ill 
becomes  the  United  States  Government,  when 
it  justly  owes  a  debt,  to  plead  that  the  perpe- 
tration of  a  wrong  has  been  sanctioned  by  years 
of  usage.  This  amount  of  money  is  due  under 
the  law  I  and  I  may  be  allowed  to  s&y  that,  so 
far  as  appeared  to  the  committee,  this  is  the 
only  case  likely  to  be  presented  under  the  act 
of  1842.  Every  other  officer  who  performed 
service  under  that  act  has  been  paid ;  this  offi- 
cer alone  has  been  refused  payment,  upon  the 
technical  objections  I  have  stated.  I  submit 
that  the  bill  ought  to  be  passed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

On  agreeing  to  the  motion,  there  were — 
ayes  47,  noes  62;  no  quorum  voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered  ;  and  Mr.  Sutherland, 
and  Mr.  Garfield  of  Ohio  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  00,  noes  66. 

So  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that 
the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  as  it  involves  the  construction  of 
a  law 

Mr.'  SUTHERLAND.  I  object  to  that  ref- 
erence. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  It  seems  to  me 
altogether  unusual  to  propose  the  reference  of 
a  bill  of  this  character  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  That  committee  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  matter. 

Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  Wisconsin.  The  bill 
involves  the  construction  of  a  law. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio, 
there  were — ayes  60,  noes  60 ;  no  quojum 
voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and.  Mr.  Garfield, 
of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  Sutherland  were  appointed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  House 
will  allow  me,  I  will  change  my  motion  so  as 
to  provide  for  a  reference  of  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs.  I  do  not  wish 
to  antagonize  the  two  committees. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.    I  object. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  68,  noes  68. 

So  the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OH»F  KNGINBBR  JOHN  W.  MOORB. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND,  from  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  also  reported  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2062)  to  authorize  tne  advancement  of 
Chief  Engineer  John  W.  Moore  on  the  list 
of  chief  engineers  in  the  Navy;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  preamble  to  the  bill  recites  that  on  the 
memorable  occasion  when  the  Federal  fleet 
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passed  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip  to  the 
capture  of  New  Orleans,  the  ships  were  pro- 
tectee! from  serious  injury,  if  not  from  de- 
struction, by  chain  armor  covering  their  engines 
and  machinery,  and  their  passage  was  greatly 
facilitated  by  painting  them  with  the  mad  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  a  color  afterward  adopt- 
ed bv  the  Navy  Department  for  all  the  ships 
in  the  service,  and  the  same  expedient  of 
chain  armor  rendering  the  Kearsarge  redoubt- 
able for  the  destruction  of  the  Alabama,  and 
that  these  expedients  were  the  timely  inven- 
tions of  Chief  Engineer  John  W.  Moore,  of 
the  United  States  Navy.    And  then  the  bill 

Srovides  that  the  President  of  the  United 
tates  shall  be  authorized,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  advance 
Chief  Engineer  John  W.  Moore  six  numbers 
on  the  list  of  chief  engineers  in  the  Navy. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  bv  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RBTIRING   OF  A    YOLUNTSBR   NAVAL  OFFIOBR. 

Mr.  HAYS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2058) 
authorizing  the  nomination  and  appointment 
to  the  retired  list  of  the  Navy  of  a  certain  vol- 
unteer on  the  active  list  of  the  Navy,  who  was 
disabled  in  consequence  of  wounds  received 
during  the  late  war;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  shall  be  author- 
ized to  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint  upon  the 
retired  list  of  the  Navy  with  the  rank  of  master 
L.  R.  Chesteri  formerly  an  acting  ensign  in  the 
Navy. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  ie  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HA  X  S  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHAIN-STOPPER  AND  SURaE-RBLIBYEB. 

Mr.  C06HLAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2054) 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  pur- 
chase for  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
the  right  to  manufacture  and  use  the  Emory  & 
Cheney  patent  elastic  chain-stopper  and  surge- 
reliever;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  shall  be  authorized  to 
contract  for  and  purchase  for  the  use  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States,  at  a  price  not  to 
exceed  $12,000,  the  right  to  manufacture  and 
use  the  Emory  k  Cheney  patent  elastic  chain- 
stopper  and  surge-reliever,  and  that  for  the 
Eayment  of  said  riffht  the  sum  of  $12,000  is 
ereby  appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  sum 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  make  the 
point  of  order  that  that  bill  makes  an  appro- 
priation, and  must  have  its  first  consideration 
m  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order,  and  the  bill  will  therefore  f^o 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private 
Calendar. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  Does  it  necessarily  go  to 
to  that  committee? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  does. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  I  move  that  the  bill  and 
accompanying  report  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

H.  0.  GHRISTOPHBR,  ETC. 

Mr.  COGHLAN  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2055)  for  the 


relief  of  H.  C.  Christopher,  G.  W.  Beard,  C. 
A.  Uber,  Edward  Stiles,  and  N.  H.  Lumdin; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  H.  C. 
Christopher,  G.  W.  Beard,  C.  Uber,  and  Ed- 
ward Stiles  shall,  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  be  entitled  to  receive,  while  on  the 
retired  list,  the  pi^  of  retired  second  assistant 
engineers  in  the  Navy,  and  that  the  President 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  authorized  to  ap- 

f>oint  N.  H.  Lamdin  at  the  foot  of  the  active 
ist  a  second  assistant  engineer-in  the  United 
States  Navy. 

Mr.  KEUR.  Is  there  any  report  in  that 
case  ? 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  I  will  state  the  facts  in 
the  case.  In  1870  the  grade  of  third  assistant 
engineers  in  the.  Navy  was  abolished  by  law. 
These  five  men  were  at  that  time  upon  the 
retired  list  as  third  assistant  engineers.  At 
the  same  time  the  pay  of  all  other  grades  was 
raised,  and  as  these  men  belonged  to  an  extinct 
grade,  no  provision  whatever  was  made  for 
them.  They  are  doubly  oppressed.  The  pay 
of  all  other  officers  has  been  raised,  and  tney 
are  still  retained  in  a  grade  which  no  longer 
exists  in  the  Navy.  There  being  now  no  third 
assistant  engineers  on  the  active  list  in  the 
Navy  at  aH,  the  grade  having  been  destroyed, 
these  men  now  ask  as  a  matter  of  justice  that 
they  be  placed  on  the  same  footing  as  the  other 
members  of  the  same  grade,  who  were  not 
disabled  before  the  time  of  the  passage  of  the 
law  whereby  the  grade  was  entirely  destroyed. 
That  is  all  there  is  in  it.  Having  been  wounded 
or  disabled  and  retired  before  the  pasjsage  of 
the  law  abolishing  the  grade,  they  claim  as  a 
right  from  this  Congress  that  they  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing  as  those  who  had  not  been 
wounded  at  that  time ;  that  is,  that  they  be 
rated  as  second  assistant  engineers  on  the 
retired  list,  which  will  make  an  addition  of 
$450  a  year  to  their  pay. 

Mr.  KERR.     To  each  man? 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  Yes,  sir.  And  they  will 
be  receiving  precisely  what  others  of  their 
grade  receive,  who  had  not  been  wounded  or 
retired  before  the  passage  of  this  law  which 
destroyed  the  grade. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
one  more  question.  What  is  the  present  com- 
pensation of  these  men  ? 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  It  is  $500.  This  will 
give  them  $950.  One  of  these  men  was  so 
disabled  while  in  active  service  that  he  cannot 
to-day  leave  his  bed,  and  it  is  impossible  for 
him  to  support  his  family  on  $500. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  Another  of  them  has  five 
children. 

.Mr.  COGHLAN.  It  is  right  that  they 
should  receive  this  relief  from  the  Government, 
and  be  placed  on  precisely  the  same  footing 
as  those  who  had  not  been  wounded  or  retired 
before  the  passage  of  the  law  abolishing  the 
grade  in  which  they  were  retired. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  COGHLAN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDBR  OF  BU8INBSS. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  The  morning  hour  having 
expired,  I  move  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  for  the  further 
consideration  of  the  Army  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
yield  to  me  to  allow  me  to  report  back  a  Sen- 
ate bill  from  the  Judiciary  Committee.  It  is 
legislation  which  requires  to  be  proceeded 
with  at  once. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
for  that  purpose. 

RRHOVAL  OF  CAUSBS  FROM  8TATB  COURTS. 

Mr.  BINGHAM,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported 


back  with  a  substitute  the  bill  S.  No.  792, 
being  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  '  'An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases  from  State 
courts,'  approved  July  27,  1866,"  approved 
March  2, 1867. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Cleric  will  first  report 
the  bill  of  the  Senate,  and  afterward  the  sub- 
stitute reported  by  the  committee. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  the 
right  of  removal  of  a  cause  created  by  said 
act  shall  extend  to  and  be  enforced  in  all  suits 
heretofore  or  hereafter  commenced  in  any 
State  court  in  which  either  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant  is  or  shall  be  an  alien,  and  in  which 
the  other  party  is  or  shall  be  a  citizen  of  any 
of  the  United  States ;  which  said  removal  may 
be  applied  for  and  had  under  the  regulations 
in  the  said  act  provided  for  the  cases  therein 
mentioned. 

The  substitute  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee was  read,  as  follows : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert 
the  following: 

That  whenever  a  personal  action  has  been  or  sbmll 
be  brought  in  any  State  court  by  any  alien  ai^aiott 
a  citisen  of  the  UQited  States,  non-resident  ot  that 
State  wherein  jurisdiotioD  is  obtained  by  the  State 
court  by  personal  service  of  process  only,  auch  suit 
may  be  removed  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  in  the  same  manner  as  now  provided  for  the 
removal  of  a  suit  brought  in  a  State  court,  by  tbe 
provisions  of  section  threeofthe  act  of  March  2,  ISO. 
entitled  "An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  coUectioa 
of  duties  on  imports." 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Before  I  raise 
any  objection  to  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill, 
I  wish  to  ask  whether  it  is  likely  to  create 
debate  ? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  believe  it  will  give  rise 
to  no  debate.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Fotter,]  who  desires  to  offer 
a  verbal  amendment. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  substitute: 

In  line  four  strike  out  the  word  "'eitUen."  and 
insert  "any  person,  being  a  civil  officer." 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  substitute  will  be  so  modified. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  POTTER.    I  offer  also  the  following 

amendment  to  the  substitute : 

In  the  same  line  insert  after  the  words  "  United 
States"  the  words  "  as  sole  defendant  being." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  ask  the  eentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Binghaii]  why  he  limits  the 
operation  of  the  bill  by  the  word  '*  alien  ?'^ 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  By  the  original  provision 
of  the  Constitution  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  is  expressly  extended  to  cases 
where  subjects  of  a  foreign  Power  are  parties 
to  the  suit.  And  for  the  further  reason,  1  lim- 
ited it  to  aliens  because  in  this  particular  case 
an  alien  has  instituted  a  suit  in  the  Slate 
courts  of  New  York  against  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  the  recovery,  I  believe,  of 
$2,000,000,  and  under  existing  laws  the  Fed- 
eral courts  have  no  jurisdiction  of  the  case. 
I  now  yield  the  floor,  to  my  honorable  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter,]  that  he  may 
say  what  he  desires  to  say  upon  this  question. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Mr.  Speaker,  bills  which 
propose  to  change  a  general  law  to  meet  a 
particular  case  are  very  apt,  I  think,  to  be 
vicious  measures  of  legislation.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  Mr.  Secretary  Boutwell,  in  passing 
through  New  York,  was  sued  by  aome  man 
who  asserts  that  he  sugsested  to  him  some 
plan  for  reducing  the  puxTic  debt,  which  plan 
he  asserts  has  been  pursued  by  Mr.  Boutwell, 
and  for  which  suegestion  he  asks  compensation. 
Mr.  Boutwell,  I  believe,  considers  that  it  is 
necessary  for  his  protection  that  this  case  should 
be  removed  to  the  Federal  courts.  Now,  I  may 
agree  that  a  Federal  Cabinet  officer  charged 
with  the  important  duties  which  he  is  charged 
with  should  be  entitled  to  every  just  protection 
when  sued  for  acts  done  by  him.  In  this  case* 
however,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  Secretary 
would  receive  every  just  protection  in  the  State 
tribunals.     I  am  inclined  to  think  also  that  a 
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8oit  against  a  Federal  oflScer  for  an  act  done 
by  virtue  of  his  office  might  be  transferred  to 
the  Federal  courts  without  impropriety,  because 
questions  of  the  powers  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment and  the  construction  of  its  law  must 
ultimately  be  determined  by  the  Federal  tri- 
bunals. 

But  here  is  a  bill  providing  generally  that 
if  any  alien  bring  suit  in  the  courts  of  a  State 
against  any  non-resident  of  the  State  he  may 
find  there,  the  non-resident  may  transfer  the 
suit  to  the  Federal  court.  As  the  bill  comes 
from  the  committee  it  was  so  drawn  that  if 
an  alien  sued  two  partners,  one  of  whom  was 
a  non-resident,  the  action  might  be  perpetually 
hung  up.  For  the  non-resident  could  take  it  to 
the  Feaeral  court,  which  could  have  no  iuris- 
diction  of  the  resident  partner.  The  bill  has 
DOW  been  modified  by  my  amendment  so  as  to 
be  limited  to  a  sole  defendant,  which  frees  it 
of  that  embarrassment.  Still,  it  proposes  a 
law  by  which  any  alien  who  catches  a  man 
who  owes  him  a  debt,  anywhere  in  the  United 
States,  and  sues  him  there,  cannot  have  the 
benefit  of  the  State  eourts  whose  jurisdiction 
be  soughti  but  must  eo,  if  the  defendant  de- 
sires, into  the  Federal  court,  no  mfttter  how 
inconvenient  or  oppressive  that  may  prove. 
In  many  States  this  would  work  haraship; 
for  instance,  in  those  States  in  which  defend- 
ants cannot  interpose  defenses  against  an  action 
unless  he  swears  to  his  defense.  For  in  these 
States  by  this  law  the  action  would  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  Federal  courts,  where  no  such 
rule  prevails,  and  the  defendant  thus  left  at 
liberty  to  delay  the  plaintiff  by  sfiam  defenses. 
That  is  the  reason  why  I  am  opposed  to  this 
bill  even  as  amended;  and  I  should  much 
prefer,  if  there  is  a  particular  necessity  for  the 
protection  of  Mr.  Boutwell,  as  suggested,  that 
a  particular  bill  for  his  case  be  passed. 

Mr.  KERB.  I  move  to  amend  the  substi- 
tute by  inserting  after  the  word  '*  action,''  in 
the  first  line,  *'  for  or  on  account  of  any  act 
done  by  him  under  or  in  pursuance  of  his  office, 
or  under  color  thereof;''  so  that  it  shall  read, 
'^  that  whenever  a  personal  action  for  or  on 
account  of  any  act  done  by  him  under  or  in 
pursuance  of  his  office,  or  under  color  thereof, 
nas  been  or  shall  be  brought,"  &c. 

That  will  make  the  bill  conform  to  a  similar 
bill  heretofore  enacted  by  Coneress,  and  will 
merely  protect  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
against  this  action. 

This  action  is  pending  against  bim  because 
be  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  This  man 
alleges  a  very  foolish  claim  a^inst  him,  be- 
cause he  says  that  he  appropriated  an  inven- 
tion in  finance  of  his,  a  very  absurd  thing. 

Mr.  COX.  With  the  permission  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  I  desire  to  say  a  word.  I 
do  not  see  that  this  bill  is  objectionable,  and  I 
expect  to  vote  for  it.  I  think  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  entitled  to  that  protection 
which  the  courts  of  the  United  States  can  give 
to  an  officer  of  the  United  States.  This  is  an 
extraordinary  suit  brought  by  a  man  of  the 
name  of  Oallagher  against  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  in  which  he  claims  $200,000  damages 
for  an  alleged  non-fulfillment  or  contract  in 
regard  to  the  scheme  of  financial  operations 
which  the  claimant  states  he  submitted  to  the 
Secretary  in  1869.  He  proposed  by  his  plan 
to  stop  all  gambling  in  gold,  and  his  claim 
would  be  a  very  valuable  one  if  he  had  stopped 
gambling  in  gold,  but  he  has  not 

He  proposecf  to  save  to  the  mercantile  pub- 
lic annoaily  $60,000,000,  and  to  increase  the 
national  commerce  to  the  same  extent.  He 
proposed  to  produce  annualiv  $26,000,000  in 
the  way  of  customs  duties,  which  is  certainly 
a  very  valuable  claim  if  substantiated.  He 
proposed  that  the  payment  of  duties  should 
be  in  gold  instead  of  currency,  with  a  saving, 
as  he  claims,  of  $140,000,000,  and  various 
other  things  which  all  together  would  produce 
a  saving  equal  to  one  halfof  the  national  debt. 

Now,  because  Mr.  Boutwell  adopted  these 
extraordinary  propositions,  or  some  of  them, 


this  man  has  brought  a  civil  action  against 
him  in  the  supreme  court  of  the  State  of 
New  York.  Now,  I  think  we  should  protect 
our  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  allowing 
him  to  take  the  suit  up  to  a  court  which  is 
under  the  control  in  one  regard  of  the  Federal 
judiciary.  I  believe  this  bill  to  be  just  and 
fair.  I  would  prefer,  however,  to  have  the 
word  "alien"  stricken  out,  because  it  looks 
like  a  discrimination  against  one  class  of  peo- 
ple. I  will  vote  for  the  bill,  because  I  think 
our  officers,  I  do  not  care  of  what  political 

f)arty,  are  entitled  to  the  protection  of  the 
aws. 

Mr.  BINQHAM.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  will  not  insist  upon 
his  amendment.  As  to  the  amendments  of 
my  honorable  friend  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Potter,]  who  is  ia  member  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  they  accord  with  my  own 
judgment  to  make  this  remedy  for  persons 
who  are  officers  of  the  United  States.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  has 
reallv  anticipated  the  reason  and  necessity  for 
this  legislation.  This  bill  leaves  an  officer  of 
the  United  States  to  be  sued  in  common  with 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
State  of  his  residence.  But  it  very  wisely  pro- 
vides that  where  he  is  sued  in  a  State  not  his 
residence  by  an  alien,  which,  in  the  language 
of  the  Constitution,  means  the  subject  of  a 
foreign  Power,  and  inasmuch  as  those  suits  may 
be  multipled  by  the  whole  number  of  the  States 
in  the  Union,  thereby  drawing  a  public  officer 
entirely  from  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties 
and  forcing  him  to  attend  at  the  same  time 
upon  the  sittings  of  the  courts  of  all  the  States 
of  the  United  States — the  bill  provides  tl\^t 
in  that  case  he  may  carry  his  cause  to  a  court 
of  the  United  States. 

In  regard  to  the  amendment  suggested  by 
my  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Eerr]  I  have 
this  to  say :  it  is  in  the  power  of  the  plaintiff 
to  omit  altogether  the  official  chaAraoter  of  the 
officer,  and  in  the  city  of  New  York  I  under- 
stand that  very  thing  has  been  done.  The 
result  will  be  that  on  the  face  of  the  record 
there  will  be  nothing  upon  which  to  carry  the 
case  up  to  the  circuit  court.  I  know  the  gen- 
tleman may  say  that  the  defendant  could  ^how 
that  fact.  But  I  have  this  to  say :  that  no 
hardship  can  ensue  to  anybody  by  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  because  it  stands  within  the  ori- 
ginal intent  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  statutes,  that  where  an  alien 
brings  an  action  against  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  in  a  State  court  the  power  of  the  judi- 
ciary of  the  State  may  be  extended  over  him. 
This  bill  cannot  work  any  kind  of  injustice  to 
anybody,  as  I  have  already  said,  and  for  rea- 
sons that  I  have  intimated  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Kerr]  will  not  be  adopted. 

As  to  the  amendments  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter,]  I  think 
they  are  exceedingly  right  and  proper.  I 
think  it  is  well  enough,  as  the  matter  now 
stands,  to  limit  this  jurisdiction  to  cases  in 
which  officers  of  the  United  States  or  civil 
officers  are  parties  and  sole  defendants.  To 
be  sure,  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  House  to 

fut  on  the  fimendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
ndiana,  and  it  shall  turn  out  that  in  this 
particular  case  the  record  discloses  the  official 
character  of  the  defendant,  it  may  work  no 
harm ;  and  I  apprehend  my  friend  from  Indi- 
ana doe^  not  intend  an^  harm  to  be  done  by 
his  amendment.  But  in  hastily  looking  over 
the  case  put  in  my  hand,  I  see  no  line  dis- 
closing the  official  character  of  the  defendant. 
And  if  the  official  character  of  the  defendant 
is  not  disclosed  on  the  record,  or  if  the  record 
does  not  show  that  the  act  cnarged  was  done 
in  his  capacity  as  an  officer,  then  the  court 
below  will  have  cognizance  .of  the  whole  ques- 
tion as  a  question  of  fact,  to  determine  whether 
he  is  charged  or  attempted  to  be  charged 
with  any  act  done,  or  attempted  to  be  done, 
in  regard  to  his  office.     It  is  fit  and  proper 


that  in  these  lawsuits  a  court  of  the  United 
States  should  be  permitted  to  take  cognizance 
of  all  these  cases,  in  accordance  with  the 
original  text  of  the  Constitution. 

And  now  one  word  more.  The  act  of  1888, 
in  which  is  involved  the  principle  of  this  very 
bill,  was  an  act  which  passed  upon  the  motion 
of  a  very  distinguished  gentleman,  then  a  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania,  a  man  politicallv  of 
the  same  school  with  my  honorable  friend  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerr  ;]  and  in  sivying  that  I 
intend  no  reflection  upon  either  of  them.  It 
passed  the  Senate  with  but  one  dissenting  vote, 
and  passed  this  House  almost  unanimously. 
It  has  stood  upon  your  statute-book  now  for 
nearly  thirty  years.  The  only  difference  be- 
tween the  two  enactments  is  that  in  this  par- 
ticular case  we  omit  any  provision  for  trying 
an  original  question  of  any  sort  in  the  court 
below,  merely  allowing  the  defendant  to  set 
up  the  fact  that  he  is  an  officer  of  the  United 
States.  For  the  reason  I  have  already  stated, 
there  ought  not  to  be  delay.  This  measure 
certainly  reflects  in  no  wise  upon  the  State 
tribunal  in  New  York  more  than  it  does  upon 
the  tribunals  in  Ohio  or  any  other  State  of  the 
Union. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  wish  to  sav  but  a  single 
word  further.  I  did  not  make  the  point  which 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  has 
made  by  his  amendment,  because  I  knew  he 
was  about  to  offer  it.  I  differ  with  my  friend 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Bingham,]  who  thinks  that 
the  amendment  ought  not  to  be  included  in 
the  bill.  On  the  contrary,  I  do  not  see  any 
authority  on  the  part  of  Congress  to  pass  the 
bill  without  such  an  amendment.  Here  is  an 
alien  who  has  brought  suit  in  a  State  court 
and  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court  has  attached 
in  his  favor.  I  should  like  to  know  how  Con- 
gress can  have  the  power  to  dispossess  the 
State  tribunal  of  its  jurisdiction  unless  by  vir- 
tue of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States ; 
and  I  do  not  see  that  the  Constitution  gives 
power  to  Congress  to  take  away  jurisdiction 
from  a  State  court  in  an  action  brought  b^  an 
alien,  except  in  some  one  of  \he  cases  specified 
in  that  instrument.  Surely  the  bill  does  not 
come  within  the  purview  of  the  Constitution 
unless  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  be  adopted. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  would  like  to  say  a  few 
words  on  this  question.  In  the  first  place,  1 
wish  to  suggest  that  if  it  be  true,  as  I  think  it 
is  not,  that  the  record  in  this  case  does  not 
now  disclose  the  official  character  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  then  I  assume  thiit 
before  an  issue  is  reached  in  the  case,  the 
official  character  of  the  Secretary  must  become 
apparent.  It  is  impossible  that  these  parties 
shall  go  on  to  plead  without  disclosing  the  fact 
that  the  alleged  acts  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  have  been  done  in  his  character  as 
a  United  States  officer,  the  chief  financial 
officer  of  this  GovernmeuL  Without  such  an 
allegation,  the  case  can  never  proceed  to  any 
result  in  the  interest  of  the  plamtiff. 

Now,  with  regard  to  the  law  of  1888, 1  want 
to  suggest  to  the  House,  (and  nearly  every 
lawyer  here,  I  have  no  doubt,  will  remember 
the  fact,)  that  that  law,  which  is  almost  iden- 
tical in  language  with  my  amendment,  is  lim- 
ited to  actions  resulting  from  some  act  done 
by  the  officer  in  pursuance  of  his  office  or 
under  color  thereof,  so  as  to  connect  the  ques- 
tion of  jurisdiction  directly  with  his  official 
character,  and  to  give  to  the  Federal  court, 
upon  clear  constitutional  {[round,  jurisdiction 
over  the  cause ;  the  jurisdiction  arising  out  of 
an  act  done  bv  the  officer  In  pursuance  or 
under  color  of  his  office. 

Now,  what  I  want  to  accomplish  bv  mv 
amendment  is  simply  to  bring  this  little  bill 
(limited  as  I  agree  it  is  in  its  scope  and  bear- 
ing) within  the  clear  intendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution in  that  respect.  The  provision  which 
I  propose  to  add  as  an  amendment  can  in  no 
•way  hurt  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  this 
case ;  for,  as  I  have  already  remarked,  if  the 
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record  bo  now  imperfect  in  ibis  respect,  it 
must  of  necessity  be  made  full  as  die  case  pro- 
ceeds toward  an  issue.  Even  if  the  plaintiff 
should  fail  to  disclose  in  his  pleading  the  char- 
acter of  the  defendant,  the  latter  will  cer- 
tainly not  fail  in  his  answer  to  disclose  the 
character  in  which  he  has  acted  in  whatever 
he  has  done,  aod  then  it  will  become  8pi>arent 
to  the  court  that  here  is  a  cause  of  action  in 
which,  by  reason  of  the  official  character  of 
one  of  the  parties,  a  Federal  court  may  right- 
fully ^tcquire  jurisdiction.  That  is  the  whole 
object  of  my  amendment.  I  think  it  ought  to 
prevail. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.    Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  POTT£R.  Before  the  gentleman  pro- 
ceeds will  he  allow  me  to  have  read  an  extract 
from  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
case  of  Peck  ei  cU.  vs.  Jenness  s<  oZ.,  in  7 
Howard,  624? 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

**  It  is  adootrln*  of  law  too  long  establiflhed  to  re- 
quire citation  of  authorities,  that^  where  a  oourthas 
JurisdiotioD,  it  has  a  rigbt  to  decide  every  question 
which  oocnrs  In  the  cause;  and  whether  it«  decision 
be  correct  or  otherwise,  its  Judgment,  till  reversed, 
is  regarded  as  binding  in  every  other  court;  and 
that,  where  the  juriadiotion  of  a  court,  and  the  right 
of  a  plaintiflf  to  prosecute  his  suit  in  it,  have  once 
attooned,  that  ngbt  cannot  be  arrested  or  taken 
away  by  proceedings  in  another  court.  These  rules 
have  their  foundation,  not  merely  in  comity,  but  in 
necessity.  For  if  one  may  enjoin,  the  other  mur  re- 
tort by  injonotion,  and  thus  the  parties  be  without 
remedy,  being  liable  to  a  nrocess  for  contempt  in 
one  if  they  dare  to  proceed  in  the  other.  Neither 
can  one  take  property  from  the  custody  of  the  other 
by  replevin  or  any  otner  process  for  this  would  pro- 
duce a  conflict  extremely  embarrassing  to  the  ad- 
ministration of  Justice." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  advise 
the  eentleman  from  Ohio  that  at  two  o'clocl^ 
the  business  of  the  District  of  Columbia  comes 
up  for  consideration,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  business,  and  unless  this  is  disposed 
of  by  that  time  it  will  necessarily  have  to  go 
over. 

Mr.  BING&AM.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
desire  to  delay  the  House  further  than  to  make 
this  remark :  what  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Potter]  has  had  read  by  the  Clerk 
is  the  law,  but  the  court  ceases  to  have  the 
jurisdiction  in  the  case  supposed  if  this  bill 
shall  become  a  law.  In  regard  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Kerb,]  as  well  as  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Potter,]  on  the  constitutional 
power  to  pass  the  bill,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  second  section  of 
the  third  article  of  the  Constitution,  which,  in 
my  judgment,  grants  the  power  to  Congress  to 
make  this  legislation.  It  will  be  seen  that  this 
clause  does  extend  the  judicial  power  of  the 
United  States  to  cases  wherein  a  State  of  this 
Union  is  a  party,  or  a  citizen  of  a  State  of  the 
Union  and  the  subject  of  a  foreign  Power  are 
parties. 

I  am  willing,  at  all  events,  to  have  that 
question  tried,  whether  Congress  has  not  the 
power  so  to  legislate.  I  will  read  the  para- 
graph : 

**  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  in 
law  and  equity,  arising  under  this  Constitution,  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  treaties  made,  or 
which  shall  be  made,  under  their  authority;  to  all 
cases  affecting  embassadors,  other  public  ministers, 
and  consuls;  to  all  oases  of  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction:  to  controversies  to  which  the  United 
btatee  shall  be  aparty ;  to  oontroversies  between  two 
or  more  States:  between  a  State  and  oitisens  of 
another  State;  between  citiiens  of  different  States; 
between  citiiens  of  the  same  State  claiming  lands 
under  grants  of  different  States,  and  between  a  State, 
or  the  citiiens  thereof  and  foreign  States,  oitisens,  or 
sublecU.'^ 

Between  the  citizen  of  a  State  and  a  for- 
eign subject  is  the  provision  on  which  I  rest 
the  power.  Now,  an  alien  is  a  foreign  subject 
or  he  is  not  an  alien.  In  my  judgment  there 
is  no  room  for  any  constitutional  scruples 
about  it. 

I  object  to  the  amendment  of  my  friend 
from  Indiana  for  the  reason,  as  I  understand 
it,  that  under  the  code  of  New  York  the  record 
may  not  disclose  the  official  relation  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  from  anything 


I  have  seen  to-day  it  does  not  disclose  it ;  and 
the  result  of  the  amendment,  if  adopted,  will 
be,  I  fear,  to  leave  the  Secretary  of  toe  Treas- 
ury no  right  or  power  to  have  the  case  removed 
to  the  United  States  court.  If  this  is  not  a 
valid  act,  when  we  pass  it  the  Senate  will  find 
it  out ;  or  if  it  becomes  a  law,  the  Supreme 
court  will  determine  whether  it  is  constitu- 
tional. The  law  of  1883  was  limited  by  the 
words  "  under  color  of  his  office.''  That  act 
provided  for  a  removal  when  both  parties  were 
citizens  of  the  same  State. 

Mr.  COX.    I  wish  to  offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  must  now  call  the  pre- 
vious question^  hoping  that  the  amendment  of 
my  friend  from  New  Xork  will  be  agreed  to, 
and  that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  will  be  rejected. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  already 
announced  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  as  having  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.     Very  well. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  move  an  amendment, 
in  these  words : 

And  the  court  may  make  a  summary  examina- 
tion to  ascertain  if  such  action  is  brought  upon  any 
cause  arising  out  of  official  relations,  in  case  such 
fact  is  not  duolosed  by  the  record. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  cannot  agree  to  any 
more  amendments.  I  object  to  the  gentle- 
man's amendment,  and  insist  on  my  demand 
for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and 
the  main  question  ordered. 

The  question  first  recurred  on  Mr.  Kerr's 
amendment. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
62,  noes  66  ;  no  quorum  voting. 
'  The  SPEAKER,  under  the  rule,  appointed 
Mr.  Kerb  and  Mr.  Binohah  tellers. 

The  House  M^ain  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  filly- five,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  substitute,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to; 
and  then  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to 
a  third  reading ;  and  it  was  accordingly  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  BINGHAM  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  tne  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MINING  STATISTICS. 

Mr.  WALDRON,  by  unanimous  consent, 
submitted  the  following  resolution  ;  which  was, 
under  the  law,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing : 

Rc9olvedt  That  there  be  printed  of  the  last  report 
of  the  United  States  commissioner  on  mining  sta- 
tistics, with  the  accompanying  engravings,  six  thou- 
sand copies  for  the  House  of  Representatives,  three 
thousand  copies  for  the  Senate,  one  thousand  copies 
for  the  Treasury  Department,  and  two  hundred  and 
fifty  copies  for  the  use  of  commissioner, 

ASSAY  OFFIGB  AT  HBLBNA. 

Mr.  WALDRON,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining, 
reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2066)  to  establish 
an  assay  office  at  Helena,  in  the  Territory  of 
Montana ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  recommitted  to  the  same  committee, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DIRCOT  IMPOBTATIOMB. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented a  memorial  of  the  National  Boara  of 
Trade,  in  regard  to  direct  importations;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FOURTH  DISTRICT  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  SYPHER,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  adopted : 

Bwolved,  That  the  Doorkeeper  be  instructed  to 
deliver  to  the  sitting  members  of  Louisiana  the  pro- 
portion of  books  due  to  tho  fourth  district,  now 
vacant;  said  books  to  bo  distributed  by  them  to 
residents  of  iiaid  fourt  district. 


SHIPPING  COHMISSrONERS. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  the  bill  relating  to  shipping  commission- 
ers, which  was  under  consideration  of  the 
House  yesterday,  be  reprinted.  I  find  that 
the  supply  has  run  out,  and  I  desire  that  the 
bill  shall  be  printed  a  second  time,  the  nsual 
number  of  copies  being  supplied. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  it  was  so 
ordered. 

LBATK  TO  PRINT. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  ask  nnaoimous  consent  to 
have  a  speech  printed  in  the  Olobe.  Two 
weeks  ago  I  had  occasion,  in  addressing  the 
House,  to  allude  to  the  public  expenditures. 
The  remarks  I  then  made  attracted  thc^  atten- 
tion of  the  chairman  o^  the  Committee  on 
Finance  in  the  other  body.  I  now  desire  to 
print  a  few  additional  remarks  on  the  same 
subject. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  leave  was 
given.     [See  Appendix.] 

8BSS10N  or  SATURDAY. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  now  desire  to  make  a 
privileged  motion.  I  move  that  the  session 
of  to-morrow  be  devoted  to  debate  only,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  no  bosiness  what- 
ever to  be  transacted. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  motion  was  agreed  to ; .  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BUSINBSS  or  TUB  TBRRITORIBS. 

Mr.  TA^FE.  I  have  a  request  to  naake  on 
behalf  of  the  Committee  on  the  Territories.  By 
order  of  the  House  the  committee  ia  entitled 
to  the  floor  on  Tuesday  next,  to  the  exclusion 
of  all  other  business.  I  desire  that  instead 
of  Tuesday  next,  Tuesday  of  next  week  be 
assigned  to  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  advised  that 
what  is  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Ne- 
braska [Mr.  Taffe]  will  not  interfere  with  any 
other  order.  Is  there  objection  to  the  gentle- 
man's proposition?    The  Chair  hears  none. 

B    F.  ISHBRWOOD. 

Mr.   SARGENT,   by  unaoimona   consent, 

submitt^  the  following  resolution;  which  was 

read,  considered,  and  adopted  : 

Jie«olved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  hereby 
directed  to  transmit  to  this  House  the  report  of  Chief 
Engineer  B.  F.  Isberwood,  of  experiments  on  the 
coals  of  the  Pacific  coast. 

ALASKA. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  recall  from  the  Committee  on  the  Territo- 
ries a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
in  reference  to  the  inhabitants  of  Alaska, 
communicated  to  the  House  ;festerday,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

The  SPEAKER,  llie  Chair  is  advised  that 
the  more  proper  reference  of  the  communica- 
tion is  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
Is  there  objection  to  the  change  of  reference 
roposed  by  the  gentleman  from  California, 
Mr  CoGHLAN?]    The  Chair  hears  none. 

MISSISSIPPI  BIVBB. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  relation  to  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  river  between  Alton  and 
St.  Louis ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

WITHDRAWAL  OV  PAPBB8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SMITH,  of  Ohio,  by 
unanimous  consent,  leave  was  given  to  with- 
draw from  the  files  of  the  House  papers  in 
the  case  of  A.  G.  Corlius. 

LBAVB   OP  ABSBNCB. 

By  unanimous  consent  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Mr,  Tctbill  until  Saturday  of 
next  week. 
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CONTESTED  BLKOTIOW. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  nnanimons  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  additional  papers  in  the 
contested -election  case  of  Whitmore  va.  Hern- 
don,  first  congressional  district  of  Texas; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. 

SNROLLBB  BILL  SIQNBD. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  Committee 
had  examined  and  foond  traly  enrolled  a  bill 
of  the  following  title;  when  the  Speaker  signed 
the  same: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  895)  granting  a  pension 
to  Hannah  Gray. 

ORDBR  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hoar  of  two  o'clock 
having  arrived,  reports  are  now  in  order  from 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colombia. 

BALTIMORE  AND  POTOMAO  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER,  from  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  reported 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2067)  to  confirm  the  action 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common  council 
of  the  city  .of  Washington  designating  a  depot 
site  for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad 
Company,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read*  It  provides  that  the 
Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad  Company 
shall  have  the  right  to  extend  its  tracks  from 
Virginia  avenue  along  Sixth  street  to  the  open 
grounds  between  Sixth  street^  B  street  north, 
and  the  canal,  described  as  follows :  beginning 
at  the  southwest  corner  of  Sixth  street  and  B 
street  north,  running  west  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  alon^  B  'street  north ;  thence  south 
eight  hundred  and  two  feet  on  the  present 
line  of  the  canal;  thence  east  one  hundred 
and  fifiy  ifeet  to  the  line  of  Sixth  street;  thence 
north  by  the  line  of  Sixth  street  to  the  place 
of  beginning ;  and  the  said  company  shall,  so 
fiar  as  the  United  States  can  provide,  have  the 
right  to  hold,  use,  and  occupy  the  said  grounds 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  thereon  a  pas- 
senger depot,  to  be  used  by  the  said  company 
for  passengers  and  express  freight  traffic,  and 
for  no  oUier  purpose. 

The  bill  further  provides  that  the  said  prop- 
erty ao  occupied  by  the  said  company,  together 
with  the  improvements  which  may  be  put 
thereon,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  by  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  same  as  other  prop* 
erty  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia,  and  to  be 
used  exclusively  for  the  support  of  the  public 
acboois  of  the  District 

It  provides  further  that  the  company  shall 
lay  no  more  than  two  tracks  along  Sixth  street, 
as  near  as  practicable  in  the  center  of  the 
street,  and  as  close  together  as  practicable  for 
trains  to  pass  over  them.  The  rails  used  for 
this  purpose  are  to  be  constructed  as  flat  rails, 
like  those  used  by  the  street  railroads,  so  as 
to  facilitate  wagon  and  carriage  travel  over 
the  same,  and  the  track  and  the  spaces  between 
it  are  to  be  kept  paved  with  some  saitable 
material  by  the  company,  which  is  also  to  pave 
with  proper  material  at  least  two  feet  outside 
of  the  track. 

It  is  further  provided  that  upon  the  opening 
of  a  carriage-road  throogh  the  public  reserva- 
tions and  crossing  Sixth  street  the  company 
■hall  be  required  to  construct,  at  its  own  cost 
and  expense,  a  handsome  iron  bridge  of  ample 
width  and  height  to  enable  carriages  to  pass 
over  the  street  freely  and  without  danger,  in 
aach  manner  and  at  such  place  as  the  officers 
or  other  persons  charged  with  the  duty  of 
opening  tne  reservations  or  connecting  the 
same  as  a  public  park  shall  direct.  The  com- 
paoy  are  further  required  to  adapt  the  grade 
of  its  tracks  to  that  which  may  at  any  time  be 
determined  upon  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
or  other  authorities  having  control  of  grades ; 
bat  such  change  of  grade  shall  not  be  made 

will  practically  interfere  with  or  destroy  the 


use  of  the  depot  by  the  trains  of  the  company  ; 
provided  that  the  company  shall  pay  the  own- 
ers of  private  property  along  the  line  of  Sixth 
street  and  Virginia  avenue,  by  which  the  said 
railroad  passes,  any  damages  which  said  prop- 
erty may  sustain  by  reason  of  the  laying  of  this 
track  along  Sixth  street,  and  the  assessed 
damages,  if  any,  shall  be  ascertained  in  man- 
ner and  form  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  February  6, 1867,  entitled  **An 
act  to  authorize  the  extension,  construction, 
and  us^f  a  lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Potomac  railroad  into  and  within  the 
District  of  Columbia." 

It  is  provided  further  that  it  shall  be  un  • 
derstood  that  the  question  of  damages  referred 
to  in  the  bill  shall  be  confined  to  the  qaestion 
of  the  appreciation  and  depreciation  of  the 
value  of  property  owned  along  the  said  street, 
and  also  that  the  railroad  company  shall  pay 
all  damages  for  which  the  city  of  Washington 
or  the  District  of  Columbia  or  the  United 
States  may  be  liable  to  private  property- hold- 
ers now  occupying  the  site  described  in  the 
bill  growing  out  of  their  being  required  to 
remove  their  property  from  the  same  and  Sur- 
render their  right  of  occapancy. 

It  is  further  provided  that  while  trains  are 
moving  to  ana  from  Virginia  avenue  along 
Sixth  street  to  the  depot  the  company  shaU 
keep  flsgmen  at  the  several  street  corners  to 
warn  people  of  danger,  and  that  all  provisions 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common  coun- 
cil of  the  city  of  Washington  not  inconsistent 
with  the  bill  are  ratified  by  it. 

It  is  further  provided  that  the  act  of  Con- 

?[ress  approved  March  8,  1871,  granting  a  site 
or  a  passenger  depot  to  this  railroad  company 
on  Virginia  avenue  is  repealed,  to  take  effect 
when  the  company  obtain  possession  of  the 
depot  property  on  Sixth  street  The  bill  fur- 
ther provides  that  the  United  States,  by  act 
of  Congress,  shall  have  the  right  to  repeal  or 
modify  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  that  the 
track  of  the  company  shall  tarn  out  of  Sixth 
street,  and  enter  the  depot  with  suitable  curva- 
tures at  the  south  ena  thereof,  and  Uiat  the 
depot  shall  not  extend  beyond  B  street  north, 
nor  shall  the  track  ever  extend  beyond  B 
street  north. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  desire  to  say 
that  this  question  of  a  depot  for  the  Baltimore 
and  Potomac  railroad  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  and  has 
been  heard,  and  parties  interested  have  been 
heard  on  several  occasions.  I  would  state 
that  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad  Com- 
pany have  already  expended  upon  their  line 
between  here  and  Baltimore  $2,600,000. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  will  ask  the  gentleman 
if  this  bill  has  been  printed  ? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  The  original  bill 
was  printed,  but  this  bill  is  reported  in  lieu 
of  it. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Is  this  substantially  the  same 
as  the  printed  bill  7 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  In  many  respects 
so  far  as  the  rights  of  the  Baltimore  and  roto- 
mac  railroad  are  concerned  it  is  substantiuUy 
the  same,  but  there  Itre  some  safeguards  added 
in  regard  to  the  property  along  the  line. 

Mr.  POTTER.  •  Here  is  a  bill  of  four  pages, 
in  one  single  section,  covering  such  vast  rights 
brought  in  here  unprinted,  and  it  certainly 
challenges  attention. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  The  bill  as  ori- 
ginally printed  provided  for  the  depot  accom- 
modations. Tnis  bill  in  addition  provides 
certain  safeguards  in  regard  to  the  propertv 
upon  the  line.  All  parties  are  satisfied  with 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  I  will  state  that 
this  IS  a  new  enterprise,  that  forty  miles  of  the 
road  between  here  and  Baltimore  have  been 
constructed  at  an  expense  of  over  twenty-five 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that  at  Balti- 
more they  have  tunneled,  for  the  purpose  of 
saving  the  expense  of  unhitching,  at  a  cost  of 
$1,600,000. 

Then  they  have,  as  yon  know,  (or  at  least, 


if  it  is  not  generally  known,  the  fact  is  so,) 
tunneled  the  hill  here,  passing  beyond  the 
Capitol,  and  coming  out  on  what  is  called  the 
Island,  near  Sixth  street,  for  the  purpose 
of  avoiding  all  interference  with  the  m>nt  of 
the  Capitol.  There  has  been  this  outlay  of 
$6,000,000  by  this  new  enterprise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  accommodating  the  public — tunneling 
this  hill  here  so  as  to  have  no  interference  with 
the  travel  and  public  accommodation  which 
would  otherwise  be  put  at  hazard  if  the  track 
should  be  placed  where  the  old  railroad  track 
was  placed. 

Then  next  in  order,  after  all  this  has  been 
done  by  this  company,  they  come  here  to  seek 
a  place  to^  put  up  proper  depot  accommoda- 
tions. This  Baltimore  and  Potomac  company 
came  in  regular  order  to  the  city  authorities 
of  Washington,  the  legislative  council,  before 
the  organization  of  the  present  government 
of  the  District  last  spring,  and  they  designated 
this  ground,  near  Sixth  street,  and,  so  far  as 
they  bad  authority,  gave  them  the  right  to  build 
there  for  depot  purposes  The  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  have  looked  over  the 
ground  veir  carefully,  and  they  are  satisfied 
that  it  is  the  best  location  for  the  purpose; 
that  a  depot  building  for  passengers  only  can 
be  erected  there,  coming  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  the  avenue,  that  will  greatly  accom- 
modate the  public,  and  at  the  same  time  in- 
convenience no  one. 

If  there  should  be  any  temporary  deprecia- 
tion of  private  property  there,  that  is  provided 
for  by  an  appraisal.  I  believe  all  the  parties 
interested  have  been  heard.  I  believe  it  is  for 
the  interest  of  the  public  to  have  this  great 
competing  line,  which  has  already  spent 
$6,000,000  to  give  us  this  additional  facility 
of  railroad  communication  with  all' parts  ot 
the  country.  We  believe  it  will  secure  such 
railroad  accommodations  here  as  are  very 
much  needed,  and  which  have  never  been  liaa 
here  before.  These  gentlemen  are  now  ready 
to  go  forward  and  erect  this  buildine — to  put 
up  an  ample  depot  for  the  accommoaation  of 
passengers.  All  they  now  ask  is  the  ratifica- 
tion by  Con^ss  of  the  act  of  the  District  legis- 
lative council  giving  them  this  ground  for  depot 
purposes. 

My  own  strength  will  not  permit  me  to  make 
a  longer  statement  in  regard  to  this  bill.  I 
believe  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  are  satisfied  that  this  bill  ought  to 
pass.  I  believe  the  public  interest  will  be 
served  by  it ;  I  believe  there  are  no  private 
interests  but  what  will  be  thoroughly  protected 
by  this  bill ;  and  therefore  unless  some  ques- 
tions shall  be  proposed  aside  from  any  that 
have  yet  appeared,  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be  for 
the  interest  of  the  Government  for  Conness 
to  give  them  what  is  proposed  by  this  bilK 

Mr.  KERR.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman two  or  three  questions. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  will  hear  them. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  want  to  know  first  if  the  gen- 
tleman can  inform  the  House  what  portion  of 
the  public  reservation  will  be  occupied  by  this 
company  should  this  bill  become  a  law? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  The  amount  to 
be  taken  will  be  about  one  hundred  and  fifiy 
feet  by  about  eight  hundred  feet. 

Mr.  KERR.  That  is  in  a  westeriy  direction 
from  the  Capitol  ? 

Mr.  STAR  WEATHER.  Yes,  near  the  canal 
on  Sixth  street. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Within  a  sqaaM  of  the 
avenue  ? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  KERR.  One  further  question.  I  would 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  can  tell  us 
what  is  the  fair  cash  value  of  that  portion  of 
the  reservation  which  it  is  proposed  to  be  given 
to  this  company? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  We  have  had 
no  appraisal  of  the  cash  value  of  it.  I  will 
state  this:  that  for  a  great  number  of  years 
the  District  of  Columbia,  or  tiie  city  of  Wash- 
ington, has  used  this  open  square  in  connection 
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with  the  canal.  The  canal,  when  ran  as  a 
cana^  was  ran  in  the  interest  of  the  city  of 
Washington.  For  some  twenty  years  that  has 
fallen  into  disuse,  so  that  the  canal,  which 
used  to  pay  some  little  income,  and  be  of 
some  use  as  a  commercial  agency,  has  en- 
tirely disappeared  from  this  part  of  the  city, 
and  is  now  unused.  For  a  number  of  years 
this  square  was  a  sort  of  storage  ground,  at  a 
point  where  there  was  more  or  less  traffic. 
Dui  for  twenty  years  that  has  been  disappear- 
ing, until  now  nothing  of  this  kind  is  put  on  it. 

Uuring  the  last  twenty-five  or  thirty  years 
the  broken  down  shanties  (if  I  may  so  term 
them)  upon  this  property  have  from  time  to 
time  been  rented  to  various  parties  for  storage 
of  goods,  lumber,  and  similar  purposes,  yield- 
ing in  this  way  a  few  hundred  dollars.  The 
amount  received  in  this  way  has  been  very 
small.  Practically,  the  city  of  Washington  for 
the  last  thirty  or  perhaps  fifty  years  has  had 
the  use  and  possession  of  this  square,  although 
it  has  been  of  no  practical  va}ue  to  the  cor- 
poration, except  in  a  few  instances  where  it 
may  have  received  $500  or  $1,000  as  rent. 
As  a  general  thing  the  city  has  not  put  it  to 
any  practical  use.  The  city  government  is  now 
satisfied  (and  has  so  voted)  that  it  is  better  the 
public  should  be  accommodated;  that  this 
company  which  has  invested  $5,000,000  in  this 
enterprise,  has  hewn  its  way  through  the  mount- 
ains, constructing  a  tunnel  at  great  expense, 
should  have  depot  accommodations  for  this 
competing  line,  rather  than  that  the  {)roperty 
should  continue  to  be  unused,  unoccupied^  and 
of  but  little  value  practically  to  anybody. 

Mr.  SWANN.  Will  the  gentleman  permit 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SWANN.  I  wish  to  ask  th^  gentleman 
whether  th  -  title  of  this  property  is  now  in  the 
city  of  WaoLington  or  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment? 

^  Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Originally  the 
title  was  undoubtedly  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment ;  but  this  use  of  the  property  by  the  Dis- 
trict in  connection  with  the  use  of  the  canal 
grew  up  some  fifly  or  more  years  ago.  The 
city  of  Washington, '  in  operating  the  canal, 
took  possession  of  this  property  for  wharfage 
and  storage  purposes,  and  for  fifty  years,  or 
perhaps  longer,  the  city  has  in  this  way  held 
possession  and  control  of  the  property. 

There  is  a  question  which  will  of  coarse  arise 
in  the  mind  of  every  lawyer,  whether  as  against 
the  Government  anybody  can  gain  an  absolute 
right  to  this  properly.  Every  lawyer  in  the 
House  is  certainly  as  well  qualified  as  I  should 
be  to  pass  upon  that  question.  But  it  is  un- 
doubtedly the  fact  that  originally  the  title  was 
in  the  united  States  Government;  that  the 
possession  has  been  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
which  has  exercised  control  over  it,  renting  it 
for  storage,  &;c.;  and  this  control  was  main- 
tained until  last  March,  when  for  the  purpose  of 
encouraging  this  company  and  accommodating 
the  public  the  city  relinquished  any  claim  it 
might  have  to  the  property,  and  authorized  the 
company  to  take  possession  of  it  for  use  as  a  site 
for  a  depot.  This  was  done  by  proper  legis- 
lation. Now  this  company,  which  nas  spent 
$5,000,000  in  the  prosecution  of  its  enterprise, 
which  has  been  at  great  expense  in  tunnel- 
ing, &c,f  comes  here  and  asks  a  confirmation 
of  this  grant.  In  this  connection  they  ask 
facilities  for  gelting  to  these  depot  grounds 
with  as  little  inconvenience  as  practicable  to 
the  public.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  this 
bill  the  committee  has  very  carefully  guarded 
the  public  interests,  as  well  as  the  interests 
of  private  individuals,  so  far  as  they  are  in- 
volved ;  and  now  nothing  remains  but  for  the 
House  to  say,  as  I  think  it  ought  to  say,  that 
this  grant  snail  be  confirmed.  I  think  this 
is  demanded  not  only  by  the  interests  of  the 
Government,  but  of  the  city  of  Washington, 
which  is  to  become  a  great  city.  People  talk 
about  Washington  dying  out ;  but,  sir,  there 
are  gentlemen  here  present  who  will  live  to 
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see  in  this  city  a  settled  population  of  five 
hundred  thousand  inhabitants. 

Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  we  have  suffered 
long  enough  from  having  a  single  line  of 
railroad,  with  no  proper  depot  accommoda- 
tions. Several  gentlemen  have  appealed  to 
me  to  allow  amendments  to  be  offered ;  but 
I  shall  have  to  oppose  all  such  propositions, 
believing  that  they  will  only  complicate  mat- 
ters. I  will  say,  however,  that  whenever  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad,  or  any  other 
railroad  company,  shall  present  as  clear  a  case 
as  this  company  has  presented,  and  shSll  show 
that  the  convenience  of  the  public  requires 
further  depot  accommodations,  I  will,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  or  any  other  cemmittee,  give  such 
a  bill  my  support,  in  order  that  the  public 
interests  may  be  subserved. 

I  see  great  merit  in  this  bill.  It  gives  this 
road  an  opening  close  to  the  avenue,  while  at 
the  same  time  the  avenue  is  protected.  This 
depot  will  be  within  one  square  of  the  avenue, 
and  near  the  central  portion  of  the  city.  I  do 
not  agree  at  all  in  excluding  Washington  city 
from  proper  railroad  facilities.  A  great  many 
people  talk  of  building  up  Washington  and 
making  it  a  beautiful  city  with  parks  and  show 
grounds.  I  do  not  agree  to  it.  If  you  want 
to  make  Washington  a  pleasant  place  make 
it  a  useful  place,  where  people  can  come  and 
go  with  all  the  fieicilities  which  the  traveling 
public  ought  to  have.    Let  it  be  as  Philadei- 

Ehia  or  Chicaeo  and  other  places,  which  cap 
e  reached  wim  convenience,  ease,  and  rapid- 
ity. There  ought  to  be  a  railroad  depot  not 
far  from  the  main  avenue,  affording  every 
accommodation  to  the  traveling  public.  There- 
fore, I  am  anxious  to  have  this  bill  passed,  so 
that  the  city  of  Washington  having  given  these 
rights  as  far  as  they  are  concerned.  Congress 
shall  now  act  in  a  spirit  of  liberality  commen- 
surate with  what  has  been  done  by  this  com- 
pany in  affording  facilities  for  coming  to  and 
going  from  the  city  of  Washington.  While 
we  are  giving  this  company  but  little  they  are 
giving  the  public  much.  I  now  yield  to  the 
gentleman  n-om  Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland.] 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  do  not  yield  for 
the  purpose  of  having  the  gentleman  offer  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  have  never  known  an 
instance  where,  when  a  member  of  a  commit- 
tee desired  to  offer  an  amendment,  he  was  not 
permitted  to  do  so. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  desire  to  accom- 
modate the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  but  this 
matter  has  been  fully  discussed,  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  was  proposed  in  the 
committee,  and  the  bill  which  I  have  reported  is 
the  bill  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
ought  to  be  passed.  This  bill  is  the  bill  as  it 
has  been  perfected  by  the  committee,  and  the 
gentleman's  proposition  ought  to  be  carefully 
considered  in  committee  and  brought  forward 
by  itself.  If  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  to  offer 
an  amendment,  I  shall  have  to  yield  to  the 
other  gentlemen  to  offer  amendments.  I 
have,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  election  in  the  matter. 
There  is  another  gentleman  who  has  an  amend- 
ment to  offer.  1  should  like  to  accommodate 
both  of  these  gentlemen,  but  as  I  understand 
it,  the  committee  desires  the  passage  of  the  bill 
as  I  have  presented  it,  without  being  embar- 
rassed with  these  amendments.  To  admit  this 
amendment  is  really  to  admit  another  bill  into 
this  one  providing  for  accommodations  for 
another  company,  providing  for  another  depot 
for  another  railroad  company. 

If  the  gentleman  will  submit  it  as  a  separate 
plan  I  will  vote  for  it,  or  act  for  it,  or  go  for 
It  in  the  committee  or  in  the  House ;  but  to 
have  it  brought  in  here  as  an  amendment  to  em- 
barrass this  bill  which  has  been  perfected  by 
the  committee,  and  upon  a  plan  which  has 
been  matured  and  considered  in  the  commit- 
tee, would,  to  my  mind,  destroy  the  effect  of 


the  bill  I  have  reported.  I  should  like  very 
much  to  accommodate  these  gentlemen,  but  I 
cannot  do  so  for  the  reason  that  it  is  another 
bill  providing  for  another  railroad,  in  reference 
to  the  plan  for  which  there  ought  to  be  a  discus- 
sion in  the  committee  to  perfect  the  bill  before 
it  is  brought  in  here  for  the  action  of  the  House. 
For  that  reason  I  decline  to  allow  the  amend- 
ment to  be  offered. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  Does  the  gentleman  decline 
to  allow  the  amendment  to  be  read? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  have  not  de- 
clined that,  but  I  shall  decline  to  allow  it  tor 
be  offered 

Mr.  ARCHER.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  have  an  amendment  read? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  have  yielded 
to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  but  I  am 
reluctantly  compelled  to  decline  yielding  to 
him  to  offer  his  amendment. 

Mr.  CREBS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  offer  an  amendment? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  cannot  yield 
to  the  gentleman  to  offer  an  amendment  ? 

Mr.  CREBS.  I  think  that  amendments  com- 
ing from  members  of  the  committee  ought  to 
be  acte'd  on^r  read,  at  least,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  JBfouse. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  do  not  object 
to  the  reading  of  the  amendments,  but  I  do 
object  to  their  being  received  as  a  part  of  this 
bill.     I  object  to  their  being  considered  as 

Sending.  This  bill  has  been  carefully  perfected 
y  the  committee,  and  it  is  the.  bill  which  ia 
their  judgment  ought  to  pass. . 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  ask  theClerk  to  read  my 
amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  — .  That  Bubjeot  to  the.  conditions  herein- 
after named  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany is  authorised  to  extend  its  road  by  a  tannd 
throash  Capitol  Hill,  and  then  by  tho  most  proper 
and  suitable  route  to  the  line  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Potomac  Railroad  Company,  and  thenoe  aloncside 
of  the  said  Baltimore  and  Potomac  line  to  the  north- 
ern end  of  the  bridge  beloncing  to  said  oompany  on 
the  Potomac  river. 

And  the  said  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Com- 
pany is  farther  authorized  to  ran  its  passenger  can 
from  its  said  line  northerly  alon^  Sixth  street,  either 
upon  the  track  of  the  said  Baltimore  and  Potomac 
Railroad  Company,  or  anon  a  track  to  be  laid  by  the 
said  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Aailroad  Company,  as  shall 
be  determined  by  the  commissioners  hereinafter 
named,  to  a  passenger  depot  to  be  ereoted  by  nid 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  company,  upon  ground  belong- 
ing to  the  United  States,  l^ing  east  of  said  Sixih 
street  and  south  of  Missouri  avenne,  or  upon  pablic 

5 round  upon  the  west  side  of  said  Sixth  8treet,whieh 
epot  shall  be  of  saoh  siie  and  character  in  erery 
way  and  located  as  shall  be  directed  by  said  com- 
•  missioners.  And  if  said  commissioners  shall  decide 
that  said  Baltimore  and  Ohio  company  shall  ase  the 
track  of  said  Baltimore  and  Potomac  company,  in 
said  Sixth  street,  either  wholly  or  in  part,  they  shall 
determine  the  compensation  to  be  paid  therefor,  and 
shall  also  decide  what  proportion  of  any  dunages 
caused  to  the  owners  ofpropertyonsaid  Sixth  street 
shall  be  paid  by  said  Baltimore  and  Ohio  company. 

Sic.  — .  The  chief  of  engineers  and  two  other  suit- 
able persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  shall 
be  commissioners  to  select  the  route  for  the  said 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railrosd  to  its  point  of  meeting 
with  said  Baltimore  and  Potomac  railroad,  and  saTd 
commissioners  shall  direct  in  what  manner  said 
tunnel  shall  be  constructed. 

Sbo.  — .  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bjuilroad  Com- 
pany shall  complete  said  tunnel  and  extend  their 
said  road  as  herein  authorised,  aocording  to  the 
plans  prescribed  by  said  commissioners,  and  to  their 
acceptance,  within  one  year  after  the  passage  of 
said  ace,  and  of  failure  of  said  company  so  to  do,  all 
right  to  extend  thmr  road  by  virtue  of  this  act  shall 
cease. 

Seo.  — .  If  by  such  extension  of  said  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  of  their  rood  any  pri- 
vate property  shall  be  taken,  and  the  said  company 
cannot  agree  with  the  owner  or  the  owners  thereof 
as  to  the  compensation  to  be  paid  therefor,  the  same 
shall  be  ascertained  and  paid  in  the  manner  now  pro- 
vided by  law  in  the  case  of  railroads  incorporated  in 
the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sic.  --.  The  said  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  extent  and  rate 
of  taxation  and  in  the  same  manner  herein  provided 
for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad  Company. 

Sxo.  — .  At  the  expiration  of  one  year  from  the 
passage  of  this  act  the  railroad  track  now  extending 
from  the  present  depot  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad  to  tho  intersection  of  Maryland  avenae 
and  Sixth  street,  west,  shall  bo  removed,  and  its  fur- 
ther continuance  after  that  time  shall  be  deemed  an 
unlawful  obstruction  of  the  streets  in  which  it  is 
continued,  and  any  person  or  company  continuiaff 
the  same  shall  be  liable  to  prosecution  tharefor. 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1903 


Mr.  GREBS.  I  ask  to  have  my  amendment 
now  read. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  yield  for  a 
few  minutes  to  my  colleague  on  the  com- 
mittee, the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr. 
Eldredgb.] 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  The  conamittee  have 
had  this  sabject  under  consideration  for  a  con- 
siderable length  of  time,  and  have  given  a 
very  patient  and  attentive  hearine  to  all  of  the 
parties  who  seem  to  bo  interested  in  the  loca- 
tion of  this  depot.  Gon^ss,  by  an  act  passed 
some  years  ago,  authorized  this  company  to 
locate  its  depots  in  the  street  or  angle  near 
Virginia  avenqe.  Since  then  a  large  public 
school* house  has  been  built  at  a  very  consider- 
able expense,  which,  if  this  depot  is  allowed 
to  remain  at  that  point,  will,  so  far  as  the 
practical  ose  of  it  for  school  purposes  is  con- 
cerned, be  absolutely  worthless.  It  would  be 
almost  as  well  to  take  the  children  who  attend 
that  school  and  put  them  on  the  track  of  a 
railroad  as  for  them  to  run  round  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  depot  of  this  road. 

In  this  bill  there  is  a  provision  for  the  com- 
pany surrendering  the  right  which  Congress 
bad  granted  them  on  Virginia  avenue.  The 
bill  then  provides  for  the  road  running  through 
Sixth  street  from  Virginia  avenue  up  to  north 
B  street,  which  is  the  street  immediately  in  the 
rear  of  the  first  block  south  of  the  avenue. 
The  bill  provides  every  guard  for  the  public. 
It  provides  that  the  rails  which  are  laid  down 
on  Sixth  street  shall  be  flat  rails,  such  as  are 
used  for  the  tunning  of  horse  cars.  It  pro- 
vides that  the  colnpany  shall  at  all  times  make 
the  proper  crossing,  either  above  or  below 
its  track,  with  the  proper  bridges,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  regulations  of  the  authorities 
in  the  city  of  Washington  and  the  Secretary 
of  War.  It  provides,  as  we  think,  everything 
that  is  required  of  a  railroad  company  in  the 
establishment  of  its  depots.  It  provides  that 
this  depot  shall  be  equal  or  superior  to  the 
depot  built  at  Lancaster,  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. It  provides  further,  that  when  the 
company  shall  have  built  their  depot — when 
they  shall  have  done  all  that  was  required  to 
be  done  on  their  part,  under  and  by  virtue  of 
this  bill — Congress  may  at  any  time  repeal,  or 
alter,  or  amend  this  bill,  so  as  to  remove  them 
entirely  from  the  place  that  is  assigned  to  them 
for  their  depot  grounds.  . 

My  colleague  upon  the  committee,  my  friend 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Gbebs,]  has  an  amendment 
wherein  he  proposes  to  have  commissioners  to 
assess  the  actual  value  of  the  lands,  or  the 
interest  of  the  value  of  the  lands  belonging  to 
the  United  States.  If  that  amendment  were 
adopted,  it  would  have  the  effect  of  siving  the 
title  absolutely  and  unconditionally  to  this 
company.  They  would  become,  in  fact,  the 
owners  of  it  in  fee,  ailer  having  paid  what  the 
commissioners  should  decide  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  in  these  lands  is  worth.  The 
other  members  of  the  committee  thought  it 
was  better  not  to  give  them  the  absolute  title, 
but  to  hold  a  check  over  them  for  their  proper 
conduct  and  good  behavior  and  the  accom- 
modation of  the  public  in  a  proper  manner, 
and  in  order  that  they  should  do  all  that  they 
are  required  to  do  under  the  bill,  to  hold  over 
them  the  right  of  Congress  at  any  time  to 
repeal  this  act  and  cause  them  to  remove  the 
stmctores  which  they  should  put  upon  this 
ground. 

Mr.  SWANN.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Eldredge]  a  single 
question. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear 
the  gentleman' 8  question. 

IG.  SWANN.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
where  it  is  understood  that  the  title  to  these 
laods  which  it  is  proposed  to  allow  this  com- 
pany to  occopy  rests,  whether  in  the  city  of 
\Vashington  or  in  the  United  States? 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  In  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man's question,  I  will  say  that  we  have  not 
ourselves  examined  that  point  so  far  as  to 


look  into  the  abstract  of  title  as  lawyers.  But 
we  have  become  satisfied  that  the  title  is  some- 
what in  doubt.  The  city  authorities  have 
rented  these  lands  for  some  forty  years,  in 
connection  with  the  canal  company,  for  coal- 
yards,  for  wood-yards,  and  for  miserable  hovels 
for  an  indescribable  business,  and  have  col- 
lected during  all  that  period  of  time  rents  for 
the  use  a^d  occupation  of  those  who  occupy 
the  land.  The  canal  company  undoubtediy 
owned  at  one  time  a  portion  of  this  land. 
I  have  no  doubt  the  United  States  owns  a 
portion  'of  the  land  absolutely,  and  uncondi- 
tionally. There  is  a  portion  of  it  which  form- 
erly belonged  to  the  canal  company,  and  the 
title  to  that  portion  of  it  is  now  supposed  to 
be  in  the  city  of  Washington.  So  far  we'  have 
ascertained  what  the  title  is,  but  this  company 
is  willing  to  take  the  title  as  it  is;  having 
received  from  the  city  authorities  of  Washing- 
ton the  right  so  far  as  they  are  concerned  to 
build  on  this  lapd  their  depot,  they  now  ask 
that  the  United  States  will  eive  them  the  same 
right,  releasing  as  an  equivalent  the  rights  and 
privileges  granted  them  by  the  act- of  Congress 
on  Virginia  avenue  for  the  same  purpose. 

2^ow,  if  you  are  not  willing  to  give  them  the 
absolute  title  to  this  land  without  pay,  I  think 
it  is  better  for  the  public,  better  tor  the  city, 
better  for  the  company,  that  we  should  give 
them  the  privilege  of  building  their  depot  on 
this  land,  and  hold  at  the  same  time  a  check 
over  them  by  the  right  to  repeal  or  alter  the 
law  tunder  which  they  have  erected  their 
building. 

A  word  now  in  regard  to  the  amendment 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  Poland.]  For  one,  I  am  in  favor  of  his 
amendment  as  a  separate  bill.  He  offered  it 
at  a  late  session  of  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  when  we  had  been  consid- 
ering other  questions  more  particularly,  and 
the  amendment  met  my  views.  I  desired, 
however,  that  he  should  present  it  in  the  form 
of  a  separate  bill.  It  is  claimed  that  the  man- 
agers of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  have 
stood  in  the  way,  and  have  played  the  part, 
if  I  may  so  express  it,  of  tne  '|doff  in  the 
manger"  in  rcj^ard  to  depots  in  this  city. 

Mr.  ARCHER.    In  what  respect? 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  In  the  fact  that  they 
have  opposed  the  location  of  this  de|>ot  until 
they  themselves  should  have  equal  rights,  as 
they  call  it.  I  am  ip  favor  of  giving  them  just 
as  great  privileges  as  we  give  to  this  company. 

Mr.  SWANN.    That  is  all  they  ask. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  That  I  am  in  favor  9f, 
and  I  believe  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  are  unanimously  in  favor  of  it. 
All  they  ask  of  Mr.  Garrett  and  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  company  is  that  they  shall 
complete  their  plan  and  come  and  present  it 
to  the  committee.  We  are  ready  to  vote  for 
this  amendment  in  a  separate  bill  if  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Vermont.  I  have  no 
feeling  against  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad, 
nor  would  I  deprive  it  of  any  right  or  privilege 
that  I  would  give  to  any  other  road.  What  we 
want  is  to  accommodate  the  general  public. 
The  fact  is  known  to  every  member  upon  this 
floor  that  there  never  was  a  ^lace  in  the  coun- 
try of  the  importance  of  the  city  of  Washington 
with  such  miserable  railroad  facilities.  Those 
of  us  who  travel  from  Chicago  to  Washing- 
ton know  the  difficulties  we  encounter  in  com- 
ing here.  We  come  to  Baltimore,  and  there 
are  met  by  an  omnibus  line  to  bring  us  from  the 
Baltimore  to  the  Washington  depot.  We  can 
only  check  our  baggage  to  the  Northern  Cen- 
tral depot,  and  then  check  it  to  the  Washing- 
ton, and  then  to  Washington,  and.  we  must 
check  ourselves  in  the  same  way.  [Laughter.] 
Those  of  us  coming  from  the  West  must  cross 
Baltimore  in  an  omnibus  line.  Now,  what  we 
want  in  establishing  this  depot,  and  what  the 
committee  considered,  was  to  have  a  depot  here 
which  shall  not  only  accommodate  the  local 
public  of  Washington,  but  the  general  traveling 
public  of  this  country.    This  city  is  largely 


visited  by  citizens  from  all  parts  of  the  country 
during  the  session  of  Congress,  and  we  want  a 
depot  so  convenient  that  people  can  get  in  and 
out  of  the  city. 

Let  me  say  one  word  further.  If  we  locate 
the  depot  on  Sixth  street,  instead  of  on  Vir- 
ginia avenue,  it  will  save  every  traveler  com- 
ing to  Washington  from  one  to  two  dollars 
every  time  he  comes  here  or  leaves  here.  From 
this  point  he  would  be  able  to  take  the  street 
cars  and  go  to  his  hotel  or  place  of  abode, 
whereas  if  the  depot  were  on  Virginia  avenue, 
where  this  company  propose  to  give  up  the 
rights  given  to  them,  a  man  must  take  a  hack 
at  the  extortionate  prices  required  here 
of  everybody  who  comes  here  to  get  to  his 
hotel  or  place  of  abode.  In  every  respect  this 
will  be  a  great  accommodation  to  the  people 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  yield  now  to 
the  Delegate  from  the  District  of  Columbia, 
[Mr.  Chipman,]  and  then  I  will  yield  to  Uie 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Crbbs.] 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  I  feel  that  it  is  due  to 
myself  and  to  the  people  whom  I  represent 
that  I  should  say  a  few  words  upon  this  bill. 
So  far  as  the  public  sentiment  oi  this  District 
is  concerned  it  is  favorable  to  the  passage  of 
this  measure,  except  on  the  part  of  those  who 
regard  the  prospective  park  west  of  the  Cap- 
itol and  stretching  down  along  toward  the 
Executive  Mansion  of  more  importance  than 
the  commercial  interests  of  this  cit^  and  of 
this  District  As  showing  the  sentiment  of 
business  men  here,  I  submit,  to  be  embodied  in 
my  remarks,  this  petition,  which  is  a  fair 
expression  of  the  great  masses  of  the  District: 

To  the  kouorahl^  the  OommitUe  <m  iJU  DUtrict  t^ 
(hUtmbia  of  the  Houm  of  B^re$entaii9€a  .* 
We,  the  undersigned  property -owners  and  mer- 
chants doing  bubiness  on  the  north  and  south  side 
of  Pennsylvania  avenue  in  the  immediate  vioinity 
of  the  proposed  depot  of  the  Baltimore  and  Potomao 
railroad,  respectfully  petition  your  honorable  com- 
mittee to  ratify  the  action  of  our  city  councils  in 
granting  to  the  Baltimore  and  Potomao  railros^  the 
reservation  bounded  by  Sixth  aad  B  streets  and  tha 
canal  for  the  erection  of  their  passenger  depot,  be- 
lieving, as  we  do,  that  said  locality  will  redonnd  to 
the  advantage  of  both  the  business  and  traveling 
public. 

Bryan  Brothers.  Thomas  E.  Young, 

James  B.  Bryan,  P.  &  H.  J.  Fegan, 

John  and  David  Moore,    Orrin  M.  Dearborn, 
Nesig  Beale,  John  Lynn, 

BealT  &  Baker,  L.  Palmer, 

F.  A.  Lnts,  jr.,  A  Bro.,     8.  A  S.  Spearein, 
John  A.  Lnts,  F.  H.  Murray, 

T.   U.   Spioer,  agent  of  Joseph  Plata, 
Victor  sowing-machine.  J.  A.  Lulley, 
H.  H.  Hompler,  J.  W.  Kennedy  k  Co., 

John  H.  Moore,  John  E.  Kendall, 

W.D.  Wyvil.  W.CKing, 

C.  L.  Bacheller,  Barbour  3t  Hamilton, 

William  Young  k  Bro.,     James  S.  Barbour, 
H.  Browning,  W.  H.  Harrover, 

Browning  &  Middleton,     H.  T.  Zimmerman 
Daniel  Sbancahan  &Son 

ft  Co..  Oeorgo  Ryneal,  jr., 

H.  Faltner.  John  O^en, 

James  Y.  Davis  &  Sons,    Benjamin  F.  Monell, 
S.  Qoldstein  A  Co.,  Tucker  &  Sherman, 

J.  F.  Cake,  Metropolitan  William  H.Tuoker, 

Hotel,  H.  F.  Davis. 

Welcker  &  Hagerty,  Frank  Henry, 

Frank  Hagerty,  Fitzhngh  Coyle, 

P.  M.  Dubant,  John  H.  Semmes, 

W.J.Martin,  St.  Marc  Hotel, 

M.  Hirsh.  Hail  k  Hume, 

Z.  D.  Oilman,  John  Purdy, 

J.  Karr,  R.  S.  Cropley, 

Green  i  Williams,  John  B.  Scott, 

£.  E.  White,  John  H.  Johnson, 

H.  W.  Hall.  E.  H.  Qregory, 

Yates  &  Wiswall,  Rebecca  E.  Hyatt, 

Benjamin  De  Wolff,  Mary  A.  Pnrsell, 

W.Lilly.  Charles  Stott, 

*  MarshaN  Brown,  Z.  W.  Cromwell. 

Robert  Cohen.  Charles  Stott  A  Co., 

Thomas  Parker,  William  R.  Riley, 

E.  D.  Howard,  Howard  Joseph  S.  Riley, 
House,  Metzger  &  Byles, 

Hooe  &  Bro..  M.  G.  Emery, 

William  L.  Wall,  J.  Van  Biswick. 

H.  Sfimkeo.  John  F.  Webb. 

Johnston  &  Colley,  M.  W.  Bereridge, 

Jane  Glover,  Fant.    Washington 

James  Molan.  k  Co., 

Lewis  Johnson  k  Co.,        H.  G.  Fant. 

As  the  Representative  of  this  District,  I 
have  sought  to  protect  private  interests  affected 
by  the  bill,  and  I  think  this  has  been  done 
very  carefully  in  the  bill  as  amended,  and 
by  subjecting  the  property,  real  and  pcnonali 
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to  tax«  we  will  derive  not  far  from  $10,000 
annually  for  our  school  fand. 

Private  property  on  Sixth  street,  if  damaged, 
18  to  be  paid  for ;  and  occupants  of  the  pro- 
posed site  are  to  be  paid  if  injnred  by  being 
compelled  to  surrender  rights  of  occupancy. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  examined  this  qnestion  in 
both  aspects,  as  an  esthetical  question  and  as 
a  practical  question.  And  I  am  here  to-day 
to  say  that  m  both  of  those  aspects  this  bill 
may  safely  be  passed.  If  yon  had  taken  the 
trouble  as  I  have  done,  to  pass  from  here  down 
through  this  reservation,  yon  will  discover  that 
not  much  can  be  accomplished  in  the  way  of 
a  public  park  until  you  get  beyond  Sixth  street, 
nothing  more  than  to  provide  a  broad  carriage- 
way, skirted  on  either  side,  perhaps,  with  or- 
namental shrubbeiy  and  shade-trees.  You 
do  not  reach  the  ground  which  can  be  con- 
retted  into  a  park  until  you  get  beyond  Sixth 
street.  This  bill  provides  that,  as  you  aj^proach 
Sixth  street  with  this  broad  drive,  this  com- 
pany shall,  at  its  own  expense,  which  will  not 
De  far  from  $20,000,  construct  a  broad  and 
arched  iron  bridge  over  this  street  in  order 
to  protect  the  carnage-drive  and  the  foot- walks. 
As  an  esthetical  question,  I  think  the  park 
will  not  be  materially  injured  by  this  location 
of  this  depot,  and  for  the  reasons  I  have  briefly 
given. 

As  a  practical  question  this  depot  is  of  vital 
importance  to  all  the  people  of  this  District. 
All  the  gentlemen  who  have  thus  far  partici- 
pated in  the  discussion  of  this  bill  have  dis- 
claimed any  idea  that  this  city  should  be  a 
-mere  residence  of  office-holders;  or  if  they 
have  not,  I  want  to  disclaim  it  here  and  now. 
Wc  propose  to  build  up  here  a  community  that 
shall  not  look  to  the  General  Government  for 
support ;  but  a  community  that  shall  have  its 
manufactures,  its  places  of  merchandise,  and 
all  the  arts  which  are  necessary  to  secure  the 
well-bein^  of  a  prosperous  community.  I 
hope  to  live  to  see  the  day  when  I  shall  not 
be  called  upon  hour  after  hour,  from  morning 
till  night  and  from  night  till  morning  with 
applications  for  office,  from  very  deserviog  peo- 
ple to  be  sure,  but  who  have  no  means  of  earn- 
ing a  livelihood.  I  hope  to  ^e  the  time  when 
persons  will  come  petitioning  for  greater  facil- 
ities for  the  development  of  our  commercial 
interests.  The  day  will  come,  and  I  think  it 
will  be  in  youf  time,  Mr.  Speaker;  [Mr.  ScHO- 
FiELD  in  the  chair,]  when  there  will  be  a  pop- 
ulation in  this  District  of  not  less  than  five 
hundred  thousand,  who  shall  be  too  busy  about 
the  greater  concerns  of  this  city  to  aflford  even 
to  accept  office.  Lookins  to  the  expanding 
future  we  want  to  foster  the  useful  as  well  as 
the  beautiful.  While  we  would  not  mar  the 
beauty  of  any  of  these  public  grounds  we  do 
not  want  to  wholly  ignore  the  practical  advan- 
tages involved  in  the  bill. 

It  is  proposed  to  locate  this  depot  where  it 
will  contribute  most  to  the  convenience  and 
economy  of  all  our  people,  and  of  those  who 
may  be  coming  to  or  going  from  Washington. 
This  location  will  save  to  travelers,  merchants, 
and  others  thousands  of  dollars  anndally  when 
compared  with  a  remote  location.  We  want 
to  have  this  District  become  popular,  not  only 
as  a  place  for  merchandise  and  manufactures, 
but  as  a  place  of  public  resort  To  do  that 
we  want  tne  best  railroad  facilities,  the  most 
convenient  means  of  reaching  the  center  of 
the  city,  and  the  finest  and  most  commodious 
depots  tnat  can  be  given  us. 

1  have  no  word  to  say  here  against  the  Bal- 
timore and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  yet  if  I 
were  to  speak  the  feelings  of  my  own  people 
with  a  view  to  best  subserve  my  own  position 
and  interests  among  them,  I  would  declaim 
to  day  in  the  loudest  and  severest  manner 
against  that  corporation.  But  I  dare  stand  up 
here  against  that  public  sentiment  and  say  that 
I  shall  never  urge  any  discrimination  against 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company 
whenever  it  will  come  forward  and  show  itself 
willing  to  step  out  to  the  music  of  progress 


and  adapt  its  march  to  the  requirements  of 
this  era. 

Look  at  the  depot  which  we  have  now  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  great  number  of 
travelers  to  and  from  this  District,  and  for  the 
increasing  shipping  interests.  No  train  of 
passengers  from  the  city  of  New  York  can 
run  under  cover  for  its  entire  length.  If  ^ou 
should  come  here  in  the  morning  ob  at  night 
in  that  train,  and  there  should  be  a  storm  at 
the  time,  if  you  happened  to  be  in  a  rear  car 
you  would  have  to  walk  from  fifty  to  a  hundred 
and  fif^y  feet  in  the  rain ;  and  the  first  protec- 
tion which  you  would  reach  would  not  be  a 
depot,  but  a  mere  shed  at  the  back  of  the  small 
depot  that  is  not  here.  Mr.  Garrett,  the  pres- 
ident of  that  road,  has  told  us  that  that  depot 
is  not  sufficient  for  what  is  now  required,  and 
that  he  proposes  to  enlarge  it.  But  we  cannot 
force  him  to  do  it  if  he  is  not  willing  to  take 
the  advance.  When  he  shows  a  disposition 
in  that  direction  it  will  be  time  enough  to  dis- 
cuss his  wants. 

That  road  has  discriminated  against  Wash- 
ington in  every  respect  heretofore.  But  when- 
ever it  shall  show  itself  willing  to  come  for- 
ward and  help  us,  I  shall  be  willing  to  help  it 
here  on  this  floor,  and  shall  believe  that  in  so 
doing  I  shall  represent  the  best  interests  of  the 
people,  although  I  may  not  be  representing 
their  sentiments  and  prejudices. 

Now,  sir,  I  want  this  bill  to  pass.  I  do  not 
want  it  embarrassed  by  the  proposition  to 
establish  the  depot  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
railroad  on  Sixth  street,  for  it  will  be  found, 
when  that  proposition  is  examined,  that  it  is 
impracticable.  The  distance  is  but  four  hun- 
dred and  fifi^  feet  from  Missouri  avenue  to 
the  utmost  line  where  the  proposed  avenue 
would  pass  through  the  park. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  think  I  can- 
not yield  further. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman will  not  call  the  previous  Question  just 
yet.    Let  us  discass  this  bill  a  little  while. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  I  only  want  to  add  a 
single  word.  I  was  remarking  that  the  pro- 
position to  establish  on  Sixth  street  the  depot 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  is  imprac- 
ticable, because  at  a  distance  of  a  little  more 
than  four  hundred  feet  it  would  impinge  upon 
the  proposed  avenue  through  the  park.  I 
want  to  protect  that  avenue ;  for  we  shall  see 
the  day  when  it  will  be  necessary  to  the  com- 
fort and  convenience  of  thousands  of  our 
citizens,  and  will  compose  a  part  of  a  beautiful 
reservation.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road with  a  depot  of  such  limited  proportions 
could  not  properly  accommodate  the  public. 
I  believe  that  if  that  company  is  to  have  %  plot 
of  ground  for  the  purpose  of  a  depot,  it  must  be 
alongside  of  the  one  we  are  now  proposing  to 
give  to  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  railroad — 
either  that  or  we  must  take  up  some  other  prop- 
osition to  meet  its  wants.  The  chief  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  is  that 
it  has  not  been  considered  by  the  committee, 
and  involves  the  important  question  of  tunnel- 
ing the  Capitol  ^und  and  other  equally  im- 
portant propositions. 

Just  a  word  more.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
a  letter  with  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
this  measure  before  us  affects  the  school  inter- 
ests in  ihe  southern  part  of  the  city,  a  very 
important  point  to  be  considered,  and  a  lea4i- 
ing  consideration  with  me  in  reaching  my 
conclusions. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

OpPICS  SUPBBINTKNDSITT  OP  Pl7BLI0  SOHOOLS, 

FSANXLIK  BUILDINO, 

Washinoton,  D.  C  March  %  1872. 

DsAB  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  labmit  the  follow- 
ins  statem«nt8 : 

The  large,  new  Bchool  baildiDfr  now  beinc  erected 
on  Virginia  avenue,  between  Four-and-a-half  and 
Sixth  streets  eoathwMt.  is  intended  to  aooommo- 
date  twelve  hundred  papila. 

The  ground  on  which  it  stands  was  purchased 
many  years  ago,  and  has  been  ooeupied  ever  since 
by  a  doien  or  more  iohoolf .  looated  in  m  many  1 


little  frame  shanties,   which  are  to  be  superseded 
by  the  new  building. 

Although  the  site  is  the  most  central  and  suit- 
able for  the  schools  of  that  school  district,  and 
has  been  used  so  long  for  that  purpose,  yet  I 
am  sure  the  new  building  would  not  have  been 
erected  upon  it  if  the  committee  in  charge  had  for 
a  moment  supposed,  when  the  contract  was  made, 
that  a  railroad  depot  would  be  loeaCed  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  avenue.  The  noise,  bustle, 
excitement|  and  attraction,  not  to  speak  of  the 
danger  incident  to  the  location  of  a  depot  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  twelve  hundred  school 
children,  must  do  so  apparent  to  every  one  that  I 
think  it  only  neoessary  for  me  to  call  attention  to 
•the  facts,  and  to  state  that  I  consider  it  very  im- 
portant to  the  interests  of  the  public  schools  that 
this  depot  should  be  located  elsewhere  at  some 
distaaoe  from  the  school  boilding. 

Very  respectfully.  JTO.  WILSON. 

aaperinUndetU  vi  Pmblie  SekooU. 

Hon.  HiRBT  H.  Stabcweatbsr. 

CkairnMm  of  Ocmm/iXUt  on  DittrUl «/  (himmbia. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  We  must  treat  the  subject 
as  it  is,  not  as  we  would  have  it.  The  com- 
pany has  the  right  granted  by  Congress  to  build 
a  depot  in  Virginia  avenue,  to  do  which  would 
ruin  the  school,  and  besides  would  throw  ail 
the  travel  to  and  from  the  depot  across  the  park, 
greatly  more  to  its  disadvantage  than  to  allow 
the  passenger  trains  to  come  across  it. 

If  we  were  providing  for  railroad  depots  as 
a  new  question,  the  case  might  be  alterea ;  but 
we  are  not,  and  must  do  the  best  under  4he 
circumstances. 

I  wish  I  could  explain  further  my  view  as 
affecting  our  business  interests,  and  had  time 
to  show  wherein  the  park  project  is  not  seri- 
ously affected ;  but  I  have  exhausted  the 
courtesy  by  which  I  am  allowed  to  speak. 

Several  Members  asked  consent  to  offer 
amendments. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut [Mr.  Starkweatbke]  will  state  to 
whom  he  yields. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  vield  five  min- 
utes to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Crbbs.] 

Mr.  CREB8.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
yield  to  me  for  a  longer  time  than  five  min- 
utes. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  would,  if  I 
had  time. 

Mr.  CREBS.  The  discussion  thus  far  has 
been  altogether  on  the  other  side ;  and  I  think 
I  ought  to  be  heard  on  this  question. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  am  willing  to 
give  the  gentleman  all  the  time  I  can. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  would  inquire  whether  the 
gentleman  firom  Connecticut  is  limited  in  his 
time. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  He  loses  the  floor  at  the 
expiration  of  his  hour. 

Mr.  CREBS.  As  I  understand,  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  has  the 
whole  aflemoon  in  which  to  make  reports. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Mr.  Speaker,  do 
I  lose  the  floor  at  the  expiration  of  my  hour? 

The  SPEAKER.     Necessarily. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  desire  to  give 
gentlemen  all  the  time  I  can,  and  then  call  the 
previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  ten 
minutes  remaining. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  wish  to  inquire  whether 
there  has  been  any  action  of  the  Hoase  limit- 
ing debate  on  this  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  know 
how  there  could  be  any  such  action. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  did  not  know  how  there 
could  be,  and  therefore  I  put  my  inquiry  to 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut.  I  thought 
he  was  laboring  under  the  impression  that 
debate  had  been  limited. 

Mr.  CREBS.  I  believe  the  Committee  for 
the  District  of  Columbia  has  the  whole  day  in 
which  to  report. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  CommiUee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  is  entitled  to  the  whole 
of  this  day  from  two  o'clock  till  the  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  CRBBS.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
give  me  time  enough  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  feel  constrained 
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to  call  tbo  iiroTloaB  4|q6BMpn-  I  wUl^giv^  the 
genUemaa  ^do^n  mmntw  aiVer  the  previous 
question  has  been  seconded. 

Uf.  BSATTY.  WiU  tli9  gentimM  allow 
me  to  oSevan  amendment? 

Ms.  STABKWBATSGB*  I  Uve  already 
said  that  I  oaaoot  allow  any  ameadmeata  to 

The  SPk/kl^a.  The  feQtlemaii  from  Coa^ 
neotioqt  demands.tba  previooa  queatioo. 

Mr.  SBBiA.  I  hope  it  will  not  be  sBooaded* 
I  move  that  the  Hoom  a^joofo* 

On  the  motion  that  the  Qottsa  a^JQVQ  there 
were — ayee  &U  noea  78. 

Mr.  ORBBS*    I  eali  for  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  49,  nays  138,  not  voting 
68;  aafoUowsc 

YEAS— Mesan.  Adams,  Archer,  Arihnrf  Beck, 
Bl«by«  Bfazton,  OampbelL  Carrol  I.  Conner,  Orebs. 

wel- 
onroe. 


Wood,  and  Yoans— 40. 


^Mm      .J^iamu.     v*«v»»w     jw«.»     A«Kw\#zkst    J^««v«fc»wj»      JfcyMm«*fc\/MH 

Burchard,  Bardett.  Caldwell,  Cobom,  Conger,  Got* 
too,  Cof  •  Gritoher,  Crocker.  DarralL  Dickey,  Don- 
nan.  Dox,  Duell,  Dnnnell,  Karnes,  Eldredge.lBuiott, 
ilenry  D, FostoTiWiiaer D. Poster.  Frye. Hale,  Han- 


,.  ^ar.  Hooper,  uouanton,  Jieiiey.  xLetcnam, 
Killinger,  King.Lamison,  Lamport,  Lansing,  Leaeb, 
Lyneb,  Manball.  Haynaid.  MoCleUaDd.  MeCor* 
mlck,  McCrary,  Mclntyre,  McJi^nkin,  McICinney, 
Merriam.Morey.  Leonard  Myers.  Negley,  Packard, 
Packer.  Palmer,  Isaae  0.  Parker,  Peek.  Pendleton, 
AaronP.  PemPs_BU  Pervy^eten,  Poland,  Prindle. 

""     ' ~ "  ■     i»s'^: 

Sberwood, 

Sboemaker,  fiioonm.  Blbsi,  Wortbingtbn  0.  Smitb, 
Soydor,  TiipWf^  ^*  Sp^v,  Spragae,^Bt^if«atber, 
iSteyeps,    S^yensop,    Stonghton,    cypher,    Ti^ff6, 


Williams  qf  Indiana,  ^illiami  pf  New  ^ork,  and 
W i neh eater— i2B;  ' 
NOT  VOTIHG— Meats.  Arable? .  Banks.  Bamnm, 

T .  Clark.  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Ooghlan,  Comingo, 
Creely.  Bel 
well,  Fofker 
Goodrich,  Qr 


lAiBK*    uua.m*u,    •^■ao.i'Kt    *••   «**»w»«  iwi#viw»,     vrbAwus, 

St.  John,  Sntberland.  Bwigbt  Townsend,  Tffiobelj, 
Vaagbaii,  Wfllaceu  WaUs.  frhUofey.  Jeremiah  M* 
WilsonTand  Jo^nT.  Wilsbn-Ss!.^  ^ 

So  the  Hoai^e  refasad  to  a(\)Qa]ru. 

Mr.  STABlCWBATHBB.  I  have  had  some 
oonfersnoe  with  ^e  |^ntleman  from  Illinois 
1^  Mr.  GaEBa]  while  the  House  has  been  voting 
ou  the  motion  to  adjourn.  I  do  not  wish  to 
iiaterfere  with  hia  time.  If  the  privileffe  be 
accorded  him  to  speak  for  tan  minnteS;  and  then 
I  shall  be  allowed  to  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion, I  will  agree  to  that ;  and  1  will  say  that 
in  the  hoar  to  which  I  am  entitled  after  the 
previons  qnestion  has  been  seconded  I  will 
yield  more  than  half  of  it  to  thoae  gentlemen 
vrho  wish  to  speak  against  this  bill.  I  believe 
this  is  entirely  satisiactory  to  the  gentleman 
fpom  Illinois,  that  is,  if  he  Can  be  uiowed  his 
ten  minutes  before  the  previous  question  is 

called.       

Mr.  POTTEB.  I  riae  to  a  priyilmd  mo- 
tion. I  an)  not  at  all  aatisfied  with  the  pvop^ 
osition  of  the  gentleman  from  GonnecUout, 
[Mr.  Stabcwbathjbe.]  Mr.  Speaker,  mv pur- 
pose is  that  there  shall  be  some  debate  allowed 
o a  this  most  important  measure  for  some  othev 
members  on  this  flo^r  besides  Uie  members  of 
the  Committee  for  tiie  District  of  Oolnmbia. 
This  i>ili  comes  here  not  printed,  but  writ- 
ten— ^five  written  foolscap  pages  all  in  one  sin* 
gle  flection-^*«  bill  making  a  grant  of  land, 
valaed  in  the  public  prints  at  over  one  million 
dollarsy  to  this  great  and  wealthy  corporation, 
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and  tbia  without  amendment  or  debate  per- 
mitted. Therefore  I  move  that  the  Honae  take 
a  receaa  until  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  STABKWSATSBS.  I  have  not  yielded 
the  floor. 

Mr.  CBBBS.  Aa  I  understand  the  propo- 
aition  of  the  gentleman  from  Conneetiouti  of 
the  time  allotted  to  him  afler  the  preyiQua 
queationhaa  been  aeoonded  he  will  give  the 
larger  portion  to  those  on  this  side  who  are 
opposed  to  thia  bill. 

Mr.  NIBXiACK«  la  no  opportunity  to  be 
afibrded  to  aubmit  amendments  ? 

The  8PBAKBB.  The  gentleman  from  Oon- 
nectient  had  ten  minutea  of  hia  time  remain^ 
in^y  whiph  he  yielded  to  the  gentlemap  from 
Ilhnoia,  [Mr,  Crbqs,]  when  w  motion  waa 
made  that  the  Houae  a^'onrn. 

Mr.  POliAND.  J  wiah  to  submit  a  propo* 
aition* 

Mr.  CBBBS,  The  proposition  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Conneoticut,  [Mr.  8tari^- 
WBATSsa,]  so  far  aa  I,  aa  a  member  of  the 
Committee  for  the  Diatriot  of  Columbia,  am 
concerned,  seema  to  be  fair  to  the  opppnenta 
of  thia  bill. 

Mr,  KBBH.  But  the  gentleman  doea  not 
propoae  to  allow  any  amendmeota  to  be  o^sed 
to  test  the  sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CBBBS,  The  propoaition  ia  thia:  I 
will  have  my  amendment  read,  and  then  if 
the  demand  for  the  previous  queation  ahould 
be  aeoonded,  it  will  be  taken  aa  the  sense  of 
the  Honae  that  my  amendment  ought  not  to 
be  adopted.  Of  oourse,  I  am  to  have  ten  minr 
utea  in  which  to  advocate  my  amendment.  If, 
however»  the  previoua  question  shall  not  be 
sustained,  not  only  my  amendment,  but  other 
ameodmenta  will  be  entertained  and  acted  on. 
Then  if  the  previoua  queation  be  austained)  the 
hour  to  which  the  gentleman  ia  entitled,  under 
the  mles  for  debate,  he  propoaea  to  divide, 
giving  the  larger  ahare  to  the  opponenta  of 
the  bUl. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Sverybody'a 
amendment  ia  to  be  cat  out  except  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Illinoia. 

Mr.  CBBBS.  Thereia  an  amendment  pend? 
ing  now. 

Mr.  BJSBB.  There  ia  no  amendment  pend- 
ing now;  none  haa  been  permitted  to  be 
offered. 

Mr.  SWANN.  Thiaia  a  great  queation,  and 
ought  to  have  full  conaideratian. 

Mr.  CREBS.  It  all  dependa  ui>on  whether 
the  demand  for  the  previoua  queation  ahall  be 
aeconded. 

Mr.  STABKWBATHBB.  I  propoae  to  dp 
in  thia  case  precisely  as  gentlemen  have  done 
in  other  cases  where  they  have  reported  bills 
from  committeea  and  not  permitted  amend- 
menta  to  be  ofiered. 

Now,  I  do  not  believe  thfit  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr-  DAWEa,]  pr  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  £  Mr,  Q^HFIGld,]  will  pre- 
tend to  s^y  that  they  open  all  their  bills  to  all 
sorts  of  amendments.  They  do  not  do  it.  J 
desire  to  be  iust  as  fair  as  9^qj  man  who  has 
reported  a  bill  in  this  Bouse.  X  w^ah  to  hftve 
a  lair  discussion,  and  I  propoae  to  yield  ten 
minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Ci^isiss,]  and  then  I  desire,  after  the  previov^a 
ouestion  shall  have  been  seconded,  to  give  to 
tne  gentlemen  who  wishes  to  oppose  this  bill, 
if  they  please,  two  thirds  of  the  hoar  al(ptte4 
to  me  to  cloae  debate. 

The  SPEAKEH.  The  Chair  deaires  to 
understand  precisely  what  course  the  gentle- 
man from  Oonneotieut  [Mr.  Stabkwbjlthbr] 
proposes.  Does  he  desire  in  yielding  ten 
minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Orebs]  to  reserve  to  himself  enough  time  to 
call  the  previous  qaeation  ? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.    I  do. 

The  SPBAKBB.  Does  he  consent  that  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  to  whom  he  yields, 
shall  offer  an  amendment  which  shall  be  con- 
sidered pending? 

Mr.  STABKWE ATHEB.    The  majority  of 


the  committee  who  report  the  bill  ha?e  desired 

me  to  inaist  that  no  amendments  ahall  come  in. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  will  state  the 

foaition  of  the  case.  The  gentleman  from 
llinoia  [Mr.  Ca^aa]  will  have  ten  minutea, 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Stakx- 
WKAiBBR,]  who  reports  the  bill,  merely  reserv- 
ing to  himself  enough  time  to  call  the  previoua 
queation.  If  the  Houae  ahall  vote  down  the 
^l  for  the  previous  queation,  of  courae  the 
bill  will  be  open  to  amendment.  If  the  Houae 
ahould  aeoond  the  demand  for  the  previous 
queation,  the  bill  will  not  be  open  to  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  desioe  ^  offer  a  aubati^ 
tute  for  the  bilL  That  substitute  I  ask  to  have 
read  now.  If  the  call  fhr  the  previoua  quea*! 
tion  shall  be  voted  down  I  shall  offer  it  as  a 
aubatitute  for  the  bill.  I  deaire  thati  it  may  be 
now  read. 

Mr.  STABKWBATHBB.  There  waa  al- 
ready read  ope  vpry  long  amendment  offered 
by  the  geptleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Pq« 
LAVD.]  The  gentleman  offered  three  cloaely 
written  pagea  aa  an  amendment. 

Mr.  POLAND.    I  have  taken  that  back. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  make  no  ob- 
jection to  the  reading  of  the  amendment  which 
the  gentleman  deaires  now  to  aend  up. 

The  Clerk  read  aa  followa : 

Strike  out  all  aft^r  the  enaeUng  clause,  and  insert 
these  words : 

Tbat  the  eW«f  q^^r  of  evineew,  and  §^r  othM 
suitable  persops.  to  be  fippomted  by  the  president, 
i^re  ^erepy  eonstituted  a  commission  to  examine 
into  the  whole  subject  of  steam  railrqad  companies 


,        .  ,  _  .    .         epots 

and  all  matters  properly  bonneoted  therewith,  and 
report  a  general  plan  on  the  subjcot  to  the  next 


within  tbe  District  of  Colimbia,  and  espeoially  s^ 
to  connections,  location,  and  constraot|ou  of  depotg 
"    "     atl 
ge 
seqs^oa  of  uofiareis, 

Mr.  POLAND.  If  the  preyioua  queation 
shall  be  voted  down,  I  shall  ofi^r  that  as  a 
substitute  for  the  bill. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  do  npt  wish  thia 
amendment  to  be  considered  as  pending.  It 
could  not  be  admitted  withQut  ignoring  ihe 
whole  action  of  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood 
that  the  gentleman  from  Conneoticut  merely 
admitted  the  substitute  to  be  read.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Starewiavhsb] 
now  yields  the  balance  or  his  hour  to  the  gen^ 
tleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Crbbs,]  reserving 
merely  enough  time  to  call  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rose  to  a 
privileged  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  could  not 
riae  to  a  privilege  motion  while  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Starkweathxr]  waa 
on  the  floor. 

Mr.  POTTEB.  Waa  there  not  a  motion  to 
adjourn  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Yea;  and  the  Chair  rec- 
ognized the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  after 
the  motion  to  adjourn  had  been  negatived. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Ia  it  not  in  order  to  move 
now  that  the  Houae  take  a  recess  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  if  the  gentleman 
had  the  floor;  but  he  cannot  take  another 
member  off  his  feet  for  tht^t  purpose  under 
the  rules  of  the  House.  The  gentleman  from 
IllinoisjrMr.  Crbbs]  is  entitled  to  nine  minutes. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  on  Monday. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  gentleman  from 
niinois  [Mr.  Crebs]  yields  the  floor  for  that 
purpose,  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Kerr]  would  be  entitled  to  make  the  motion. 

Mr.  CREBS.  I  cannot  yield  the  floor  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  KEBB.  If  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  Crebb]  wishes  to  put  a  gag  on  this  House 
he  may  do  so,  and  take  the  responsibility  of  it. 

Mr.  CBBBS.  I  am  always  willine  to  assume 
all  the  responaibility  that  properly  devolvea 
lipon  me.  ^ut  I  have  certainly  no  desire  to 
put  a  gag  upon  this  House. 

I  wish  to  say,  in  regard  to  this  bill,  that  it 
deals  with  a  queation  of  very  ooaaiderable 
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importance  to  the  people  of  the  whole  coantry. 
It  is  a  question  of  especial  importance  to  the 
people  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  There  are 
several  questions  involved  in  the  bill  under 
consideration  :  one  is  the  rights  of  the  general 
traveling  public  ;  another  is  the  rights  of  the 
people  of  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and  another 
and  by  far  the  most  important  of  ail  is  the  right 
of  the  whole  people  of  the  country  to  the  land 
that  is  to  be  taken  by  this  railroad  corporation 
for  their  depot  grounds,  reasonably  worth  from 
two  to  three  hundred  thousand  dollars.  Sir, 
it  is  not  simply  a  question  between  two  great 
railroad  corporations.  If  it  were,  I  should 
have  little  feeling  upon  the  one  side  or  the 
other.  Here  are  two  great  railroad  corpora- 
tions seeking  to  get  a  location  within  the  limits 
of  the  city  upon  which  they  can  build  their 
depots.  One  of  them  has  been  here  for  a  long 
time ;  the  other  only  comes  here  now,  for  the 
first  time,  I  believe,  asking  legislation  in  its 
favor.  I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  grant  all  the 
aid  we  possibly  can  to  this  company  in  order 
to  let  it  have  a  depot  where  it  is  wanted  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  but  am  not  willing  to 
make  a  grant  to  it  from  the  Government  for 
that  purpose. 

It  has  been  stated  on  this  floor  that  the  title 
to  the  ground  asked  for  by  this  bill  is  in  doubt, 
or  that  the  title  rests  in  the  corporation  of  the 
city  of  Washington.  I  have  examined  the 
records  with  a  great  deal  of  care,  and  have 
examined  the  statutes  back  for  fifty  or  sixty 
years,  and  have  failed  to  find  that  at  any 
time  in  the  past  or  'now  the  title  to  this  land 
was  not  clearly  and  distinctly  in  the  United 
States.  I  find  that,  there  never  has  been  in 
any  way,  sort,  or  manner,  or  in  any  form,  a 
grant  of  title  from  the  Government  of  this 
land  to  the  city  of  Washington  or  any  one  else. 
The  title  is  therefore  as  clearly,  in  my  judg- 
ment, in  the  United  States  to-day  as  is  the 
title  of  any  lands  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  holds  anywhere  within  the 
limits  of  the  Republic. 

Now  this  company  comes  here  and  asks  that 
the  Government  shall  make  them  a  donation 
of  this  land  for  their  depot,  a  demand  I  can- 
not consent  to  by  my  vote,  and  I  have  pro- 
posed an  amendment  requiring  the  company 
if  they  desire  this  land  to  pay  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  whatever  sum  a 
commission  consisting  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  an  Army 
officer,  to  be  designated  by  the  President,  shall 
say  that  the  land  is  reasonably  worth,  and  that 
until  they  receive  from  the  Government  a  re- 
ceipt for  the  sum  so  assessed  the  title  to  the 
land  shall  not  yest  in  the  company ;  but  that 
upon  payment  of  the  value  of  the  same  the 
title  shall  vest  in  the  company,  and  not  until 
then. 

This  company  is  certainly  able  to  buy  the 
land  if  they  want  to  establish  their  depot  there, 
and  if  they  are  not  willing  to  buy  I  am  not 
willing  they  shall  have  the  land  at  all. 

There  is  another  question  connected  with 
this  matter  that  is  of  importance,  and  that  is 
the  due  protection  of  the  rights  of  the  prop- 
erty-holders alone  the  streets  upon  which  this 
railroad  is  intended  to  run  from  Maryland 
avenue  to  the  corner  of  B  street,  only  a  block 
removed  from  Pennsylvania  avenue.  By  this 
bill,  as  presented  by  the  committee,  I  think 
their  rights  are  well  guarded ;  but  it  certainly 
requires  consideration. 

It  is  claimed  this  will  interfere  with  a  park 
that  is  expected  hereafter  to  be  opened  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  indudinff  all 
the  public  reservations  from  the  ExecutiveMan- 
sion  to  the  Capitol.  I  do  not  believe  that  with 
the  guards  placed  in  the  bill  it  will  interfere 
in  any  way  with  the  proposed  park.  But 
while  we  are  settling  this  depot  question, 
which  has  been  in  dispute  for  years  past,  we 
,  should  fix  it  so  that  both  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad  and  the  Pennsylvania  Central 
railroad  shall  have  grounds  for  their  depots, 
and  their  locations  finally  determined. 


Now.  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland,]  my  colleague  on  the 
committee,  is  to  give  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  ground  for  a  depot  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  street  on  the  same  public 
reservation.  It  seems  to  me  that  if  one  road 
is  allowed  to  erect  a  depot  there  the  same  right 
ought  to  be  extended  to  the  other,  for  the  reason, 
if  no  other,  that  the  traveling  public  is  interested 
in  this  matter.  People  are  coming  to  the  Capital 
from  the  North,  South,  East,  and  the  West, 
and  when  they  come  here  it  is  better  and  more 
convenient  for  them  that  the  depots  of  the 
railroads  should  be  together  rather  than  scat- 
tered over  the  whole  city.  And  it  is  eminently 
proper,  as  I  have  said,  that  the  whole  question 
of  location  of  depots  should  be' settled,  and 
settled  now.  And  if  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  is 
adopted  the  railroad  track  now  running  along 
the  west  side  of  the  Capitol  grounds,  where 
steam  cars  are  daily  passing,  will  be  removed, 
as  it  certainly  ought  to  be,  and  another  track 
laid  where  it  will  not  interfere  with  the  beauty 
of  the  grounds  about  the  Capitol. 

For  these  reasons  I  cannot  give  my  con- 
sent to  the  passage  of  this  bill  in  the  shape  in 
which  it  has  come  from  the  committee.  If 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  Poland]  shall  be  adopted,  then  I 
want  my  amendment  to  apply  to  the  land 
proposed  to  be  taken  by  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company  as  well  as  to  the  land 
to  be  taken  by  the  Pennsylvania  company.  I 
desire  that  both  of  those  companies,  when 
they  take  land  belonging  to  the  Government, 
shall  pay  to  the  Government  what  that  land  may 
be  reasonably  worth.  And  I  think  the  com- 
mission I  have  named  in  my  amendment,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  and  the  Secretary  of 
War,  with  an  officer  of  the  Army  to  be  named 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  would 
be  a  proper  commission  to  settle  that  ques- 
tion and  decide  what  amount  the  Government 
should  receive  for  this  land. 

The  claim  made  here  on  the  part  of  some 
gentlemen  that  we  ought  to  retain  the  control 
and  right  over  this  land  I  think  is  not  of  the 
importance  they  attach  to  it.  If  this  com- 
pany should  build  upon  this  land  a  depot  cost- 
ing $500,000,  does  anybody  suppose  that  the 
Government  would  ever  take  back  the  land? 
But  on  the  other  hand  the  grant  of  the  right 
to  use  the  ground  is,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, a  grant  in  fee. 

I  now  ask  that  my  amendment  be  read,  as 
my  time  is  about  up;  and  I  hope  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  seconded  at  this  time,  but 
that  the  bill  may  be  left  open  to  discussion 
and  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  now  read 
the  amendment  which  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  Crebs]  desires  to  have  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Amdnd  the  bill  by  adding  the  following : 
Provided  further.  That  before  the  Washington  and 
Potomac  Railroad  Company  shall  take  poseeasionof 
the  ground  for  depot  parposes  hereby  granted,  a 
commission,  consistina;  of  the  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury  and  of  the  Interior,  together  with  some 
officer  of  the  Army,  to  be  selected  by  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  shall  meet  and  make  appraise- 
ment of  the  fair  cash  valuation  of  the  ground  afore- 
said, which  sum  so  assessed  shall  be  by  said  railroad 
company  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
receiving  the  Treasarer'i  receipt  for  the  same;  ana 
that  on  obtaining  such  receipt  and  filing  the  same 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  then  in  that  event 
all  the  right,  title,  interest,  and  claim  of  the  United 
States  in  and  to  the  said  land  shall  vest  in  and 
become  the  property  of  the  said  company. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  This  amendment 
which  has  just  been  read,  and  upon  which  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  has  made  some  re- 
marks, would  work  to  the  disadvantage  of  the 
public  and  to  the  disadvantage  of  everybody. 
Therefore,  we  cannot  allow  it  to  be  offered  as 
an  amendment.  I  now  hope  that  upon  the 
assurance  which  I  give,  that  a  large  part  of  my 
time  shall  be  yielded  to  gentlemen  who  wish 
to  oppose  this  bill,  the  previous  question  will 
be  sustained. 


Mr.  POTTER.  Pending  the  call  for  the 
previous  question  I  move  that  the  Honse  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  If  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  and  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Potter]  want  time  for 
discussion  I  will  give  them  all  the  time  I  can. 

Mr.  POTTER.  We  are  much  obliged  to 
the  gentleman ;  we  propose  to  get  it. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Before  the  ques- 
tion is  put  upon  the  motion  to  adjourn,  I  desire 
to  move  that  when  the  Honse  adjourns  to-day 
it  be  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in 
order.  The  House  has  already  ordered  that 
there  shall  be  a  session  to-morrow  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  for  debate  only.  The 
motion  to  reconsider  that  order  has  been  laid 
on  the  table,  and  therefore  it  cannot  now  be 
reconsidered. 

Mr.  KERR.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that 
when  the  House  adjourns  it  shall  be  to  meet  at 
six  oVlock  this  evening? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  be  in  order  to 
move  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  six 
o'clock. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  will  give  gen- 
tlemen all  the  time  they  desire  for  discussion 
that  I  can  out  of  the  time  that  will  be  allowed 
me. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Will  the  genUeman  allow 
me  to  have  an  amendment  read  ? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  am  wilUng  to 
allow  any  amendment  to  be  read. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  What  is  the 
use  of  reading  an  amendment  if  it  cannot  be 
offered  and  discussed? 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Allow  me  to  make  a 
suggestion.  If  amendments  which  gentlemen 
desire  to  have  an  opportunity  to  offer  are  now 
read,  and  the  House  shall  then  be  called  upon 
to  second  the  previous  question,  or  to  make 
any  other  order  in  regard  to  this  bill,  the  vote 
will  be  as  much  a  test  of  the  sense  of  the 
House  as  would  be  a  vote  directly  upon  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  KERR.     Oh,  no,  it  would  not. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  desire  to  ssy 
that  when  the  Committee,  on  the  Judiciary, 
for  instancCf  reported  a  bill  a  few  days  ago, 
the  committee  of  which  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  is  a  member,  I  noticed, 
as  I  have  noticed  frequently  in  other  cases 
when  a  great  number  of  amendments  had 
been  read,  that  they  were  not  all  received 
and  acted  upon.  I  have  done  all  I  could  to 
accommodate  gentlemen  in  the  matter  of 
discussion.  The  committee  that  has  reported 
this  bill  desires  that  it  shall  be  considered 
without  being  complicated  by  a,  great  multi- 
tude of  amendments.  The  bill'  can  be  con- 
sidered more  understandingly  as  it  is  now 
than  it  would  be  if  all  these  amendments 
were  in. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion 
in  reference  to  this  bill.  Will  it  be  competent 
for  the  House,  by  consent,  to  allow  the  discns* 
sion  on  the  bill  to  go  on  to-day  and  be  con- 
tinued on  some  other  day  next  week? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  would  require 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  KERR.  That  is  what  I  meant  to  sug- 
gest. 

The  SPEAKER.  Of  course  it  can  be  done 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  hope  that  will  be  done,  so 
that  we  may  have  a  mir  chance  to  discuss  the 
bill,  both  upon  amendments  and  upon  the  bill 
itself. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  We  have  a  full 
hour  for  discussion  now  before  the  arrival  of 
the  ordinary  time  for  adjournment. 

Mr.  KERR.  But  the  gentleman  refuses  to 
allow  amendments  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  am  willing  to 
allow  amendments  to  be  read,  and  if  the 
House  wishes  to  adopt  them  it  can  vote  down 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  POTTER.    I  wish  to  s^  to  the  genUe 
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ft  qaestioo  of 


mfto  from  Conafecticat,  tu  he  ftddresBea  some 
of  hia  remBrki  to  me — =- 

Mr.  BINOHAU.     I  > 
order.     Is  debate  in  ordi 

The  SPEAKER.  It  ii  not.  Two  aodebat- 
able  motioDH  are  pending. 

The  qoMtioa  being  taken  on  the  notion  to 
adjourn,  there  were — ajea  44,  noes  86. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  naja. 

The  jeM  and  najs  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  wu  decided 
in  the  oeg&ti*e — jeaa  51,  naja  109,  not  rotiog 
60;  OS  follows: 

YEAS— Mann.  Adsmii,  Archer,  Arthar.  B«k. 
Jftmo  U.Blair.  Caldw*!!.  UnuijibBll.  Cimii],, Co- 
burn.  Coaner.  Cropland,  DbtLi.  Uawea.  Duke,  Fink- 
■LobiirE.  Qiaitld.  Uolla^,  Hnndlgr.  Joba  f.  H  v 
ris.HkTan9,Uu,H«ni<Jon.HibbiiTd.  KsndairKerr. 
KiDi.  L«i*k  lluiian.  McUrcir.  MsUgnry,  Hcln- 
trn.  MeKaelT.  Herriok,  Munroe.  Hnriui.  Nibluk. 
Palter.  Read.  Edward  Y.  Kico,  Jofaa  M.  Bice. 
Rilcbie.  lihobcr.  Snyder.  StDrm,  Stonell.  Skbdii. 
Terr^.  Upun.  VsQ  Trump.  WilJoid.  and  Winehei- 

NAY'S  — Hmn,  Acker,  Amea.  ATerill.  Barber, 
BeattT.  Biff.  BiD/bam.  Bird.  AoBtin  Blair,  Braxton. 
Brifht.  a»r«e  M.  Urooki.  llacktcr,  Bufflnton. 
Burohard.  Burdelt,  CoDKcr.  CotlflD.  Crebs,  Critohar, 
Crooker.  Darrall,  Dickey.  Donnon,  Doi.  Du  Boac. 
Uannell.  Eamei,  EldredRe.  Kiliott.  IleDry  D.  Poller, 
Wilder  1>.  Foster,  Frya.  (ieti.  Hula,  Hanks,  Uarmer. 
Uarper.  Uawlay.  Uayi,  Jghn  W.-  llaialloD,  Hoar, 
Hooper,  ilouvfitan.  Kslley.  Kelnbam,  Killinier, 
Laiuison,  Laaiporl.ljanaint.  Leoeb,  Harsh  a)  I.  May- 
Bard.  MeCleliaod.  UcCrary,  McJunkin.  HaKinncy. 
Uerriftu.  Moray.  Laonard  Mysn,  Necley.  Packard. 
Packer.  Palmar.  Uoaea  W.  Parkar.  Iiaac  C.  Parker, 
1.  PapilUtaa.  Pgrea.^Aarnn  P.  Perry.  Bli  Perry, 


Pete 


_.  Priadle. 

cot.  Sawyer,  aeufleld,  Soui. 
Sherwood,  Sbocmnkar,  E' 


ji,R(Hteri. 

II,  Sbanki.  Slie]- 
-     -  -1,  Thoma, 


Waiden.  Waldron.  Warren,  VlcUs.  Wbeeler.  W 
thame.  WilJUmaoriDdiaDa,  Williuna  of  New  Yi 
and  YoanvlOB. 

SOT  VOTINU-Mnsni.  Ambler,  Bankj,  Burn 
Barrv.  Bell.  Bevcridca.  Uifby.  Itnl»,  Jumei  Broi 
..._    «..__■_,.  „    "-■■Br,  Will 


■IX.  Crealy,   De  Lan 


,  Coali  Ian,  Com  into, 
LarEo.  Duell.  Bly.  Farniwortb, 
•'•i~<;ii,  lui.ci.Cbarlea  Fatter,  OiirreCt,  Ooodrich, 
Uciffith,  Uaidemui.  Unller.  Ilamblclon,  llaneock, 
tieursn  £.  Harris  Qarry  W.  UtiertOD.  Uereford, 
liili.  Uolman.EelloH,  Kinsalla.  Lowa,  Lyaoh,  Mo- 
Cnrmiek,  HeKee,  Mercur.  Beojiimin  P.  Meyer;, 
Miicbell.  Moora.  Hnrphla,  Orr.  Piatt.  Poland,  Por- 
ter. Ptiae,  Baia«y.  Williim  K.  Koberta.  Kobinaon, 
Roosevelt,  Rusk.  Beeley.  Sbellabariier,  Bister,  H. 
Boardman  Smith.  John  A.  Smith,  WortblnEloD  C. 
biniih.  Saapp.  K.  Hitlon  ^eer.  StaTenion,  StroDf. 
St.  Jobn.  Sypber,  DwitbtTowntend,  Talhill,  TwictT- 
eli.  Vufhan,  Wallaer.  Wslli.  Wbiteloy.  Jeremiah 
M.  WitoOQ.  JohnT.  Wil«on.  and  Wood— SO. 

So  the  House  refused  to  B.dJouru. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  seconding 
the  demand  for  the  prsTioui  question- 
Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Inordertoteat 
the  sense  of  the  House  more  quicklj  than  it 
can  be  tested  in  anj  oLber  waj,  I  more  to  la; 
the  bill  on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  there  were — a;ea43,  noes  SO. 

Mr.  BEATTY.    I  call  for  the  yew  and  najs. 

The  ;eas  and  najs  were  ordered. 

MESSjIOB  mDM  THE  BBNSTB. 

om  the  Senate,  b;  Mr.  SniP- 
s  clerks,  announced  that  the 
Senate  bad  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles, 
wiih  amendments ;  in  which  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  was  requested: 

An  act  {ii.  B.  No.  622)  granting  a  pension 
to  liichard  B.  Crawford ;  and 

Au  act  (U.  R.  No.  I8G6)  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  Frances  A.  McKionej. 

The  message  also  announced  that  tbe  Sen- 
ate had  passed,  withont  amendment,  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1213)  deSuing  the  rights  of  part 
owners  of  yesaels  in  certain  cases. 

Thn  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  hills  of  the  following  titles; 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Home  was 
requested : 

An  act  (S.  No.  710)  to  refund  certain  duties 
paid  by  tbe  Winona  and  St.  Peter's  Railroad 
Company;  and 

An  act  (S.  No.  447)  to  enable  honorabljdis- 
ehsrged  soldiers  and  sailors,  their  widows  and 
orphan  children,  to  acquire  homesteads  on  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States. 


BALTIMORE  AUK  POTOHAO  RAILROAD. 

Tha  question  wast&ken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
n  the  negative— yeta  64,  nays  110,  not  voting 
'6;  as  follows: 

,tly.  Baok. 
pbell '' 
nd,  Di 


pbeUCir^ 


kcHenry; 
1  Y.**lfS', 


Bi(by.  Bin'.  BioBham.  Bird,  Auatln  Blair.  Oeorte 
M.  Brooka.  Bnekley.  BaSnton,  Barohard.  Bardett. 
Comer.  CottOD,  Crilcher.  Crocker.  Parral I.  Dickgy, 
Donnan.  Doi.  Doelt,  DDnnall.  Esmes,  £ldr«dKD, 
Elliott,  Fnrwell,  Forker.  Henry  D.  Foeter.  Wilder 
D.  Foiter,  Uats.  Uriffllb.  Hole,  Uandley,  Hanks, 
Harmer.  Harper.  lUwloy,  Uerry  W.  Haialtoa.  John 
W.  Hualtoa,  Hill,  Hoar.  Hooper,  Houghton,  Ket- 
ley,  Kelohun.  KiiUnfer.  Lamison.  Laranort,  Laa- 
aiDf,  Leach.  Lowe.  ManhBl.l.Maynard,  McClelland, 


'.  LeouarJ 
er.  Uoien 


W.  Parker,  IsussC.  Parker.  Pock,  Pendleton.  Pe..., 
Eli  Perry.  Petera,  Price,  Prindle.  Randall,  Rosen. 
Rusk.  Sarceot,  Sawyer,  ScoSetd.SbnQki,  Sherwood, 
8hoemaki>r.  Slater.  Slocnm.  SloM.  John  A.  Smith. 
Thomiu  J.  Speer.  Spnuue.  Starkweather.  Storm. 


Yiiliai 


ftndJer 


... 1.  WnddeU. 

Waldron,     Warran,    Wella. 
-  •    -taa.  Williama  of  New 


NOT  VOTIN'O- 


M,  Wilso 


-110. 


.btsr.  Banka. 

J^toet  Brooks,  benjamin  F.  BaUer,  Roderick  B. 
Butler.  William  T.  Clark.  Freeman  Clarke,  Cnbb, 
Cumloeo,  Cos,  Crebs.  Creely,  Dawes.  De  Lane.  Da 
Base,  Ely,  Farntworth,  Charles  Foster.  Frye,  (hr- 
rettj  Ooodrich.  Haldeman.  Ualaey.  Hanoock.  (leorn 
E.  UarHs,  Havena.  Unya.  Uereiord,  Holraan.  Kel- 
loss.  KinacllB.  Lynch.  Manion,  McKee,  Meronr. 
Herrinm,  Beojamin  F.  Ueyen,  Hitebeil.  Hoore, 
Horpbis.  Aaron  F.  Perry.  Piatt,  Porter.  Ralaey, 
William  S.  RoborU.  Robi  ^  


Sea-ic  .    _ 
Smith.  Wor 


.    Shell 


,    H.     Boardmnn 
"      -er.   R. 

..,  TafF« 

Hell.    Vaushai 


Jfnce.   ffallV   WLilclL,. „_. 

Wood-7B. 

So  the  Houee  refneed  to  lay  tbe  bill  upon 
the  table. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  now  move  that  the  Honse 
take  a  recess  nntil  half  past  seven  this  even' 

^"^r.  BLDRBDGB.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
a  parliamentsry  inquiry.  It  is  apparent  to 
everybody  that  these  gentlemen  can  go  on  and 
filibuster  in  reference  to  this  bill  so  tnat  it  will 
become  between  those  who  are  for  and  those 
who  are  against  it  a  mere  question  of  physical 
endurance.  I  riae,  therefore,  to  the  same  point 
raised  by  me  the  other  day,  as  to  what  wilt  be 
the  precise  condition  of  this  bill  if  the  Honse 
shall  now  adjourn.  The  committee  has  been 
reporting  under  thn  privilege  accorded  to  it 
under  the  rules;  that  is,  of  having  every  third 
Friday  in  the  month,  after  two  o'clock,  de- 
voted exclusively  to  the  business  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Colnmbia. 

Now,  it  must  be  evident  to  all  that  this  priv- 
ilege will  be  of  but  little  value  after  a  bill  has 
been  reported,  unless  its  consideration  is  to  be 

groceeded  with  until  it  is  disposed  of.  I  there- 
ire  ask  the  Chair  whether,  if  the  House 
DOW  adjourns,  this  bill  will  not  come  npas  tbe 
nofinished  business  on  Tuesday  next,  and  not 

to  over  until  tbe  next  District  of  Columbia 
ay? 
Mr.  KERR.     So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
desire  it  shall  have  the  fairest  considerstion 
any  day  which  may  be  eel  down  for  it   next 

Mr' 

bia  day  7 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  direct  tbe 
reading  of  the  rule,  which  will  answer  the 
narliamentacy  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin.  The  rule  under  which  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  have  the 
right  to  report  to-day  is  as  follows : 

The  Clerk  read  aa  follows  : 


ahalli  when  Dimmed  by  th*  Oommltlva  for  the  DU- 

triot  of  Columbia,  be  devoted  eiclneively  to  business 
reportsd  from  said  oommittse:  and  aaid  committee 
ahall  heneeTorth  be  omitted  by  the  Speaker  in  the 
racnlar  oalls  of  oommitteia." 

.The  SPEAKER.  This  was  done  in  order 
to  give  larger  privileges  to  the  committee  than 
they  had  under  the  regular  call  of  committees. 
It  was  done  in  the  interest  of  extending  die 
privileges  of  that  committee,  aa  it  was  found 
the  business  relating  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia was  of  such  a  chatvcter  as  to  require  en- 
larged facilities  for  reporting.  The  Clerk  will 
nnw  read  the  next  rule  which  the  Chair  has 
marked. 
The  Clesk  read  as  follows : 


"The  pontideralim  o/IJirimfimidlititbHtiiuHiniehink 
Ikr  ifoHK  mat  he  noagtd  at  a„  arfioummrnl  •hall  bt 
rttMmedat  toon/u  the  Jouri^ai  ^  the  ntxi  dfnr  i*rtadt 
and  HI  lie  •am  ling  tacli  dag  Ihrrto/lcr  uMifdiawierf 
0^/  and  ir,  Trom  any  csnie.  other  businesi  shall  ioter- 

nesM  is  diicosad  of.    And  the  coDiideraiian  of  all 

the  clua  !f  buain«''t?Vbloh  it'bJTo^  ahall  bl'S 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  alludes 
to  business  where  the  previous  question  is 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  at  all.  For  instance, 
when  a  bill  is  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
and  tbe  House  proceeds  to  consider  it  up  to 
the  adjournment,  although  there  may  be  no 
previous  question  peudin?,  it  will  come  up 
immediately  after  the  reaijing  of  the  Journal 
the  next  morning  as  the  unGnialied  business. 
Now,  if  the  consiruction  be  given  that  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  may 
report  a  bill,  and  that  if  tbe  bill  be  not  dis- 
posed of  on  the  day  on  which  it  is  reported 
it  must  go  over  to  the  third  Friday  of  the  next 
month,  one  6ftb  of  tbe  House  can  prevent 
absolutely  any  legislation  coming  from  the 
committee ;  so  that  instead  of  enlarging  tbe 
privileges  of  tbe  committee,  the  rule  asaign- 
ing  to  them  the  third  Friday  of  each  month 
would  destroy  their  powers. 

The  conclusion  to  which  the  Chair  has 
arrived  he  has  reached  after  some  consider- 
able reflection  upon  the  point  at  issue,  with 
some  predilections  and  possibly  some  previous 
expressions  leaning  to  the  opposite  side.  He 
is  satisfied,  however,  that  hie  present  ruling  is 
not  only  correct,  but  absolutely  necessary  to 
enable  the  District  Committee  to  dispose  of 
any  business  at  all.  The  Chair  is  aided  and 
strengthened  in  this  conclusion  bj  the  very 
decided  and  emphatic  opinion  of  the  author 
of  our  Digest,  (Mr.  Barclay,)  to  whom  he 
always  refers  with  confidence  in  determining 
matters  of  parliamentacy  law.  Tbe  opinion 
of  the  Chair,  therefore,  is  that  the  same  rule 
applies  to  the  nnGnished  business  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  tbe  Disirict  of  Columbia  on  the 
Friday  on  which  it  is  allowed  to  report,  aa 
applies  to  the  unSnished  business  of  any  other 
committee  on  tho  day  on  which  that  commit- 
tee is  allowed  to  report. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  business 
of  the  other  committees,  as  I  understand  it,  if 
not  finished,  goes  over  nntil  the  next  time  those 
committees  are  called. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  that  tbe  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  GAxnELo]  is  in  error.  Tbe 
committees  are  called  in  regnlar  snccession  in 
the  momiug  hour,  and  a  bill  reported  by  a 
committee  under  the  regular  call  will  hold 
its  place  in  the  morniug  noar  nntil  disposed 
of,  as  was  the  case  with  the  celebrated  land 
bill  in  1852,  which  held  its  place  for  several 
months  in  the  morning  hour,  to  the  exclusion 
of  reports  from  all  other  committees.  In  other 
words,  when  a  bill  is  reported  by  a  committee 
in  the  morning  hour,  the  House  must  dispose 
of  it  by  some  action.  It  is  before  tbe  House 
nntil  a  definite  conclosion  is  laached  in  regard 
toil 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  For  instance, 
the  William  and  Mary  College  bill  holds  iu 
place  on  Fridays 

The  SPEAKER.    That  bill  is  in  Commit- 
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tee  of  tlie  Whole.    It  is  not  before  tlie  Hoaee 

at  all* 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Obio.  B^  so  lopg  u 
that  bill  is  not  disposed  of  it  goes  over  from 

Fiidwr  to  Friday.  -. 

The  SPEAKER.  TbegesileQUui  fromObuo 
r^r.  (}aiifi£U)]  mistakes  the  point.  The  Wi)- 
Uam  AAd  Mary  College  bill  has  uerer  been  in 
tho  Hottse.  it  is  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
ou  the  Private  Calendar.  There  is  no  analogy 
whatever  between  the  two  cashes. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  desire  to  mako  a  parlia- 
mentary inquiry.  If  the  House  should^  now 
adjourn,  when  will  this  bill  come  up  again? 

The  SPEAEEK.  StricUy,  it  wpnld  come 
ijip  aifler  the  morning  hour  on  Monday.  But 
gentlemen  know  tw  it  is  very  di&cttU  to 
maintain  any  regular  order  on  Monday,  be- 
cause a  suspension  of  the  rules  will  override 
it.  But  it  would  come  up  absolutely  aUter  the 
reading  of  the  Journal  on  Tuesday  morning. 

Mr.  GAEFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  would  inquire 
of  the  Chair,  does  the  ruling  he  has  now  sug- 
gested apply  to  all  private  bills  on  private  bill 
day?  For  instance,  when  we  adjourn  on  Fri- 
day, the  discussion  of  some  private  bill  has 
not  been  concluded,  and  the  previous  question 
has  not  been  seconded ;  does  that  bill  come 
up  on  fi^onday  as  unfinished  business? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  it  is  in  the  morning 
hour,  it  goes  over  to  the  next  morning  hour 
devoted  to  private  business;  but  if  it  has 
passed  out  of  the  morning  hour,  it  undoubtedly 
goes  over  as  unfinished  ousiness,  to  be  taken 
up  at  the  next  session  of  the  House  as  unfin- 
ished business  after  the  reading  of  the 
Journal. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  never 
understood  the  rules  in  that  way. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  must  see 
that  the  rules  of  the  House  are  so  framed  that 
the  business  of  the  House  shall  be  done,  and 
that  the  majority  shall  ultimately  control  it. 
But  if  the  consideration  of  unfinished  busi- 
ness reported  from  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict had  to  go  over  frpm  the  third  Friday  of 
one  month  to  the  third  Friday  of  the  next 
month,  the  gentleman  must  see  that  one  fiflh 
of  the  House  could  prevent  any  business  from 
that  committee  being  disposed  of. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  One  fifth  of  the 
House  can  do  that  with  reference  to  any  kind 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  Yes,  but  if  attempted  on 
any  other  committee  the  whole  course  of  busi- 
ness in  the  House  would  be  obstructed,  whereas 
if  the  District  of  Columbia  business  could  be 
thrown  over  by  dilatory  motions  from  the  third 
Friday  of  one  month  to  the  third  Friday  of  the 
next  month,  the  business  of  other  committees 
meanwhile  goinjg  on,  the  District  of  Columbia 
would  be  placed  not  only  at  a  signal  disadvan- 
tage, but  in  a  position  of  absolute  helplessness. 
By  suoh  a  construction  of  the  rule,  the  en- 
larged privileges  that  were  sought  to  be  con- 
ferred on  the  District  Committee  would  prqve 
a  delusion  and  a  farce.  Dilatory  motions  can 
still  be  made  when  this  bill  cones  up  on  Tues- 
day, but  they  must  be  made  at  the  expense  of 
uU  the  other  committees  whose  reports  will 
thereby  be  obstructed.  In  other  words,  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  gives  to  the  District 
Committee  precisely  the  same  advantage  of 
position  that  is  now  enjoyed  by  the  other  com- 
mittees of  the  House. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  rose. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desired  to  9tate 
that  all  this  is  proceeding  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, pending  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerr.] 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested that  this  bill  might  go  over  till  Tuesday. 
But  the  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  tlie  table 
having  been  negatived  by  a  two-thirds  vote, 
might  we  not  have  a  two-thirds  vote  on  Mon- 
day to  pass  the  bill  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  A  suspension  of  the 
rules  can  apply  to  any  bill,  no  matter  where 


it  is,  whether  in  Gommittea  of  the  Whole, 
or  a  standing  committeie  of  the  House,  or 
anywhere  else. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  do  not  object 
to  the  bill  going  over,  unless  we  can  have  a 
vote  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  desired 
to  ipake  a  few  staiemetits  in  regard  to  this 
biUj  but  have  thns  far  baaa  pat  off  from  the 
opportunity  of  doing  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  again  remarks 
tk^t  this  discusAion  proceeds  only  by  unao* 
imoua  consent. 

Mr.  PICKEY.    I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  wish  to  say 
that  X  have  not  cut  the  gentleman  off. 

Mr,  G ARFIJSJLiD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  appealed 
to  the  gentleman  at  Ififtst  ten  times  to  allow  me 
ten  minutes. 

Mr.  DICKEY,    I  object  to  4ebate. 

The  SPEAKER*  The  question  before  the 
House  is  upo^  the  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mn  Ksaa,]  that  the  House 
take  a  recess  until  half  past  seven  o^  clock. 

Mr.  KERB.  By  consent  of  the  House,  I 
would  like  to  suggest  that  this  bill  be  allowed 
to  go  over  until  Tuesday  next,  as  suggested 
by  the  Chair,  and  come  up  then  in  the  regular 
ordo?  for  farther  consideration  in  the  morning 
hour. 

The  SPEAKER.    No  |  not  in  the  morning 

hour. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  The  bill  is  not  in  the 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  KERR.  Very  well,  then,  after  the 
morning  honr,  and  that  it  he  printed  in  the 
mean  time ;  it  has  not  yet  been  printed. 

Tha  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana suggests  that  the  bill  be  allowed  to  go 
over  iintH  Tuesday  after  the  morning  hour,  and 
in  the  mean  tima  that  it  be  printed.  Is  there 
objection  ? 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  desire  to  inquire 
whether,  if  this  is  done  by  consent,  the  bill 
would  lose  any  position  which  it  is  entitled  to 
now  under  the  rules  of  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  not,  although 
there  ought  to  be  an  understanding  on  the 
subject ;  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
STARKWEATnER]  has  alluded  to  a  suspension 
of  the  rules  on  Monday  to  pass  the  bill,  and 
the  Chair  desires  to  know  whether  that  would 
be  within  the  understanding  or  not? 

Mr.  KERR.  I  insist  that  it  should  not 
be. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  always  desires 
a  perfect  understanding  on  these  points,  be- 
cause if  the  House  shall  agree  to  that  under^ 
standing,  the  Chair  will  not  recognize  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  make  a  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules  contrary  to  that  under* 
standing, 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  do  not  desire  that  this 
bill  shall  go  over  with  any  agreement  made 
here  which  shall  prevent  the  Committee  for 
tha  District  pf  Columbia  from  taking  such 
course  in  regard  to  it  as  they  may  deem  for 
the  interest  of  the  oountry, 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  House  shall  now 
adjourn  this  bill  will  coma  upon  Tuesday  after 
the  raad)n|r  pf  the  Journal,  or  more  strictly, 
as  the  Chair  has  explained,  after  the  morning 
hour  on  Monday. 

Mr,  VADf  TR CMP.  Under  the  call  for  the 
previous  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    That  is  pending. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  believe  I  have 
the  floor. 

The  SPEAKER.  Really  no  gentleman  is 
entitled  to  the  floor,  this  proceeding  being  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  wish  to  sogr 
gest  that  the  bill  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  was  the  suggestion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kbre.] 
The  Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  the  bill  will 
be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  3EATTY.  I  suggest  that  the  amend- 
ments be  also  printed. 


Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  hope  that  suck 
amendments  as  have  Imen  read  at  the  Glerit'g 
desk,  or  handed  to  the  Clerk,  maybe  prioted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  saggesti 
that  the  amendments  read,  or  proposed  to  be 
offered,  shall  be  printed. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Does  he  include  soeh  sa  we 
may  desire  to  offer? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  have  been  amend- 
ments read  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  PoLAKp]  and  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  CafiBS,]  and  the gentUman  from 
Ohio  in  front  of  the  Chair  [Mr.  BsATTf]  de- 
sires to  offer  one.  If  gentlemen  bare  amend- 
ments to  suggest  they  had  better  now  pat 
them  in. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  wish  it  lo  be 
distinctly  understood  that  all  these  smeDd- 
ments  are  not  to  be  ponsidered  as  pending,  bat 
merely  such  as  gentlemen  have  espres&ed  a 
desire  to  offer. 

The  SPEAKER.  They  are  amendmeots 
which  gentlemen  give  notice  of  an  intention  to 
offer  if  they  shfdl  have  the  op}>ortnnitj.  The 
proposition  is  that  this  bill  with  the  amend- 
ments which  have  been  indicated  Eball  be 
printed.    Is  there  objection? 

No  objection  "was  made ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

The  SPEAKER.  Should  the  doaie  nov 
adjourn,  there  will  be  nothing  to  prevent  a 
motion  on  Monday  nej^t  to  suspend  the  rules 
and  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  If  every  gentle- 
man in  the  House  has  been  acoommodated  in 
regard  to  this  bill,  I  will  move  that  the  Hoase 
now  adjourn.     [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  has  ordered 
that  the  session  of  to-morrow  shall  be  for  de- 
date  only  in  the  House  as  in  CommiUee  of 
the  Whole,  no  business  whatever  to  be  trans- 
acted. The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  Mr. 
BiGBT,  will  occupy  the  chair  to-morrow  as 
Speaker  prd  Umporc. 

Mr.  KERR:  Before  the  question  is  Uken 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn,  I  desire  to  inqaire 
of  the  Chair  if  I  correctly,  understood  him  as 
saying  that  it  will  be  in  order  on  Mondaj  next 
to  move  to  suspend  the  mles  and  pass  thu 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  would  be 
in  order  under  the  rules.  Should  the  ^om 
now  adjourn  this  bill  would  go  over  under  the 
rules  and  be  subject  to  whatever  disposition 
the  House,  under  the  rules,  may  choose  to 
make  of  it. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  simply  wish  to 
say  that  if  two  thirds  of  this  House  shall  desre 
on  Monday  next  to  pass  this  bill  .they  should 
have  the  right  to  do  so. 

Mr.  KERR.  The  effect  of  the  exercise  of 
that  right  on  Monday  would  be  to  cut  off  all 
opportunity  for  amendment  or  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  knows  of  noth- 
ing in  the  rules  to  prevent  that  being  done  li 
two  thirds  of  the  House  shall  be  in  favor  of  u. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  understood  the  Chair  to 
state  a  few  moments  i^o  that  if  the  House 
should  now  adjourn  this  bill  would  go  over 
until  Tuesday  next.  , 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  stated  that  by 
force  of  the  rules  literally  the  bill  would  go  ont 
until  Monday  after  the  morning  hour.  But  it « 
very  hard  on  Monday,  as  gentlemen  very  veil 
know,  to  reach  the  regular  order  of  business 
after  the  morning  hour,  as  it  is  liable  to  be  cat 
off  by  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules.  Ibere- 
fore  it  would  be  correct  to  say  that  this  m 
would  go  over  to  Tuesday  next  immediately 
after  the  reading  of  the  Journal  on  that  day. 
In  the  meantime  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut [Mr.  Starkweather]  has  iudicatoa 
his  purpose,  if  he  then  shall  see  fit,  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  House  on  Monday  next  upon  a 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass  this  bill; 
and  the  Chair  knows  of  nothing  in  the  roles  to 
prevent  his  doing  so,  if  he  shall  obtain  ine 
floor  for  that  purpose.  „  . 

Mr.  KERR:    Certainly.    IJtnowthat  Bat 
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I  understood  ibe' agfeemetit  io  be  that  thai 
ehoald  not  be  done. 

The  8PSA£fiR.  The  Chair  naderttood 
the  irentlemab  from  Gotinecticut  [Mr.  Staric- 
vxatrgb]  to  say  that  he  would  waive  that 
right  if  it  oonld  now  be  agreed  that  the  pre* 
vious  question  should  be  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  desire  that  if 
on  Motidajr  next  two  thirds  of  the  House  want 
to  pass  this  bill  they  shall  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so. 

HOMBSTBADS  FOR  SOLOUIRS,  BTO. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  have  taken  from  the  Speakers  table  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Lands 
the  bill  of  the  Senate  No.  447,  to  enable 
honorably  dischaiged  soldiers  and  sailors, 
their  widows  and  orphan  children,  to  acquire 
homesteads  on  the  publio  lands  of  the  United 
Statea.  I  make  this  request  because  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  is  next  on  the  call  of 
committees,  and  by  referring  this  bill  to  them 
now  they  will  be  able  to  consider  it  aud  be 
ready  to  report  it  when  called  for  reports. 

The  SPkAKKR.  That  requires  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  STOUGHTON.  I  object.  A  bill  of 
that  aame  character  haa  been  referred  to  the 
Committee'  on  Military  Affairs,  and  is  now 
being  considered  by  tliat  committee* 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Chsoi-gia.  I  call  fbr  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  is  the 
motion  that  the  House  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  accordingly 
(at  four  o'clock  and  thirty- five  minutes  p.  m.) 
the  House  adjourned. 


PBTITIONB,  STO. 

Tho  foUowittg  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committoes  * 

By  Mr.  BECK:  The  petition  of  Hutchison, 
McChesney  Ss  Co.,  Brennan  k  Swift,  and  a 
number  of  deAlera  iti  manu&ctured  tobacco, 
residing  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  praying  a 
uniform  tax  on  all  grades  of  tobacco  ior  the 
reason  stated  in  their  petition. 

By  Mr.  BRAXTON :  The  petition  of  William 
M.  Ambler,  of  Louisa  county,  Virginia,  asking 
to  hATC  his  political  disabilities  removed. 

By  Mr.  BUCKLEY:  The  memorial  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Montgomery, 
Alabama^  praying  Congress  to  make  that  city 
a  port  of  entry  and  make  an  appropriation 
for  the  erection  of  a  public  buildiug  for  the 
accommodation  of  Federal  officers. 

By  Mr.  CAOSSLAND:  The  memorial  of 
Nathan  Fralick,  praying  compensation  for 
sjtrrvices  rendered  as  seqond  lieutenant  in  the 
eighteenth  regiment  of  Kentucky  cavalry. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  The  petition  of  R.  F. 
^Vrm field,  of  Iredell  county,  and  of  A.  C. 
Avery,  of  Burke  county.  North  Carolina,  ask- 
ing the  removal  of  their  political  disabilities. 

By  Mr.  LOWE:  The  peUtion  of  Bishop 
Crumrine  and  270  other  soldiers,  citizena  of 
Kansas,  praying  an  equalization  of  bounties 
upon  the  basis  of  an  allowance  of  $8  8&^  for 
each  month  in  actual  service. 

By  Mr.  M AYNARD ;  The  petidou  of  R.  T. 
Gaines,  of  Nashville,  praying  relief  on  aceount 
of  injuiries  received  by  a  gunshot  wound  while 
in  the  internal  te venue  setvice  of  the  United 
States. 

By  Mr.  McCLELLAND:  The  petition  of 
Abraham  Bennett  and  13  others,  soldiers  of 
the  late  Union  Army,  and  citiaens  ofCumber- 
Uod  eeonty,  PennsylvaniB,  praying  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bill  allowitig  $8  33}  per  month  to 
everj  honorably  discbarged  soldier. 

By  Mr.  McNEBLY:  The  petition  of  S.  D. 
Maatere  and  others,  citizens  of  Menard  county, 
lUinoM,  praying  the  immediate  repeal  of  duties 
■pan  salt,  eoal,  and  pig  iron. 


By  Mr.  8WANN:  The  petition  of  Robert 
Hardie.  praying  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  WHITTHORNB:  The  petition  of 
Thomas  Whitwell,  Thomas  Brochears,  and  J. 
N.  McReel,  of  Perry  ooanty,  Tenneesee,  fot 
removal  of  disabilities. 

POST  ROUTS  BItiL  INTROBUOSD. 

The  following  was  introduced  under  the 
rule,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  t 

^yMr.  CARPER;  A  bill  to  esUblish  a  post 
route  from  MulPs  Store,  in  Catawba  county, 
to  Happy  Home,  in  Burke  county,  North  Car- 
olina. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 

Satttrdat,  March  28, 1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'elock  m.,  Mr. 
BiQBT  occupying  the  chair  as  Speaker  pro 
tempore.  Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G. 
BUTt.ER,  D.  D. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  Journal  of 
yesterday. 

Mr.  DOX.  t  ask  unatiitaous  consent  that 
the  further  reading  of  the  Journal  be  dispensed 
with. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  the  farther 
reading  of  the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  itmp&n.  The  House 
meets  to-day  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  for 
debate  only,  no  business  whatever  to  be  trans- 
acted. 

&BLATI0N  OF  TARIFFS  TO  WAGBB. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  Mr.  Speaker,  when 
the  Hoaee  was  last  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  the  President's  messtt^e,  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsjlvaoia  [Mr.  Sellbtj  made  an 
aigoment  in  defense  of  the  present  tariff  upon 
the  general  plea  of  high  wages  and  justice  to 
the  laboring  classes.  He  depicted  in  glaring 
eok>rs  the  iow  wages,  the  misery  and -want  to 
be  found  in  European  countries,  contrasted 
them  with  our  own,  aod  argued  that  the  present 
rate  of  customs  dattea  was  the  only  barrier 
which  protected  the  American  workingman 
against  a  similar  atsie  of  j^hings  in  this  coun- 
try. I  regret  that  the  daily  routine  business 
of  the  House  has  prevented  me  from  giving 
this  subject,  the  relation  of  tariff  to  wages^  the 
attention  which  it  deserves,  but  having  the 
opportunity  to-day,  I  desire  to  subthit  a  few 
remarks  in  reply. 

it  is  the  old  argument  that  a  tliriff  increases 
the  wages  of  a  country,  and  that  the  tariff  is 
for  the  benefit  of  the  laborer.  My  purpose 
to- day  is  not  to  enter  into  any  lengthy  theo- 
retical arguments  on  this  point,  but  before 
proceeding  I  will  just  express  my  firm  belief 
in  the  fundamental  rule  which  is  recognized 
by  the  highest  aathotities  in  the  science  of 
political  economy,  namely,  that  the  rate  of 
wages  in  any  coaotry  is  regulated  by  the  pro- 
portion of  laborera  to  the  labor-employing 
capital  or  wages  fund  of  the  country,  the 
former  being  the  diviisor«  the  latter  the  divi- 
dend, and  tbo  quotient  representing  the  aver- 
age rate  of  wa^es;  or,  in  other  words,  it  is 
the  common  principle  of  supply  and  demand. 
This  rule  is  liable  to  exceptional  variations 
here  and  there,  but  it  is  the  great  basis  upon 
which  the  whole  subject  rests. 

That  wages  are  not  the  willing  creatures  of 
tariffs,  as  the«  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
would  have  us  believe,  but  are  regulated  by 
circumstances  wholly  foreign  to  the  tariff,  is 
evident  from  the  following  facts,  to  which  I 
invite  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  Wages  have  been  uniformly 
higher  in  this  country  than  in  Europe  from  its 
earliest  period  to  the  present  time,  whether 
tariffs  were  high  or  low,  in  times  of  high  pro- 
tection and  comparative  free  trade ;  and  even 
in  colonial  no-tariff  periods  American  wages 
were  much  higher  than  those  of  Europe. 
Wages  have  always  been  and  are  to-day  much 


higher  in  Canada  than  in  England,  although 
free  trade  exists  between  the  two  countries. 
Wages  are  considerably  higher  in  England 
than  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  although  a 
i^ee  ioterchange  of  the  products  of  labor  has 
gone  on  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century. 
Waees  in  England  are  rising  from  year  to  year, 
and  are  rising  with  astounaing  rapidity  at  the 
present  time,  all  under  a  system  of  free  trade. 
Wages  have  always  ruled  higher  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi valley  than  on  the  Atlatitic  slope; 
they  are  higher  on  the  Pacific  than  they  are 
in  the  Mississippi  valley,  and  higher  iii  the 
mountainous  Territories  of  the  West  than  they 
are  at  all  the  other  points  I  have  mentioned ; 
all  this  with  the  most  unrestricted  intercourse 
between  those  several  regions.  If  these  are 
facts,  and  I  assume  that  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  will  not  dispute  the  correctness 
of  any  of  them,  I  ask  him  whether  it  is  not 
evident  that  a  higher  law,  which  laughs  at 
tariff  acts,  regulates  the  course  of  wages,  that 
there  is  such  a  thing  as  sup|}ly  and  demand  in 
^ages  as  well  as  in  everything  else,  and  that 
as  long  as  ours  is  a  new  country,  with  its  pop- 
ulation far  below  the  number  aaequate  to  the 
development  of  its  immense  resources,  as  long 
as  we  do  not  arrive  at  the  proportion  of  num< 
bers  to  sqtiare  miles  which  prevails  in  the 
countries  of  Europe,  our  wages  will  and  must 
be  higher,  and  this  whether  your  tariffs  are 
high  or  low? 

But  while  it  Is  true  that  wages  in  this  coun- 
try are  and  naturally  must  be  higher  than  in 
Europe,  and  the  condition  of  the  laboring  man 
is  better  here  than  there,  I  protest  against 
the  gentleman's  repeated  heartrending  de- 
scriptions of  the  condition  of  European  and 
especially  of  English  labor,  which  he  generally 
winds  up  by  charging  to  the  effects  of  free 
trade.  The  condition  of  England  is  infinitely 
better  to-day  under  its  system  of  free  trade 
than  it  was  under  the  protective  r€gime,  and 
is  improving  at  the  present  time  with  a  rapid- 
ity unexpected  by  the  most  sanguine  friends 
of  the  free-trade  system.  The  gentleman 
refers  to  the  number  of  paupers  in  England. 
Has  he  forgotten  that  dreadful  declaration  « 
made  by  Mr.  Fox,  when  a  member  of  Parlia- 
ment, when  he  said  it  was  a  melancholy  and 
alarming  fact  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  of  England,  an  enormous  and  dread- 
ful majority,  were  not  in  a  condition  in  which 
they  could  live  by  the  produce  of  their  labor  ? 
That  was  protection.  To-day,  aft.er  a  quar- 
ter of  a  centurv  of  free  trade,  the  paupers 
constitute  less  than  five  per  cent,  of  the  pop- 
ulation. 

In  1849,  the  per  capita  consumption  of  tea 
in  England  was  one  pound  thirteen  ounces, 
in  1867  it  was  three  pounds  ten  ounces  ;  sugar 
was  consumed  at  the  rate  of  twenty-four  pouuds 
per  capita  in  1849,  and  forty-three  pounds  in 
1867  j  wine,  0.22  gallons  in  1849,  and  0.45  gal- 
lons in  18G7 ;  tobacco,  one  pound  in  1849^  one 
pound  five  ounces  in  1867.  Does  that  look  as 
though  the  present  financial  system  of  England 
were  a  failure?  One  thin^  more  in  this  con- 
nection. Mr.  John  Noble,  in  his  book  entitled 
'*  The  Fiscal  Legislation  of  QreatBritain,"  thus 
describes  the  condition  of  that  country  just 
before  it  changed  its  policy  from  that  of  pro- 
tection to  that  of  free  trade,  that  is^  when  Sir 
Robert  Peel  came  into  office : 

"Eyery  Interest  in  the  coootry  was  alike  de- 
pressod;  in  the  ma&afactaring  districts,  mills  and 
workshops  were  dosfed,  and  property  daily  depro> 
elated  in  value:  in  the  sea-ports,  shipping  was  laid 
up  useless  in  harbor;  asnoaltural  laborers  were 
esing  out  a  miserable  existence  upon  staryatioa 
wages  and  parochial  relief;  the  rorenue  was  insnf- 
fioient  to  meet  the  national  expenditure ;  the  coun* 
try  was  brought  to  tho  rerge  of  national  aod  uni- 
versal  bankruptcy." 

Is  such  the  condition  of  things  in  England 
to-day  7  It  is  easy  to  select  ozeeptionol  cases 
of  hardship  which  have  lately  attracted  the 
altenliou  of  Euglish  philanthropists,  as  the 
subject  of  child  labor  in  the  brick-yards  of 
England,  which  forms  the  theme  fbr  a  recent 
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English  publication,  apon  which  the  gentle- 
man dwelt  with  much  satisfaction  ;  bat  it  is 
Jiurdly  fair  to  quote  such  things  as  an  exam- 
ple of  the  general  condition  of  the  industrial 
classes  of  England.  The  very  publication  of 
that  book  shows  that  the  subject  on  which  it 
treats  is  exceptional  and  remarkable  in  that 
country  ;  that  it  is  considered  such  an  abuse 
as  to  be  worthy  of  a  public  expose,  and  the 
gentleman  entirely  forgot  to  add  that  as  soon 
as  public  attention  was  directed  to  this  state 
of  affairs  the  labor  in  the  brick-yards  of  Eng- 
land was  placed  under  the  humane  provisions 
of  the  factory  acts,  which  now  regulate  most 
of  the  industries  of  England  where  aggre- 
gated labor  is  employed. 

There  was  great  distress  once  among  the 
linen-weavers  of  lower  Silesia,  a  province  of 
Prussia.  The  people  of  that  locality  had  for 
generations  made  a  living  by  the  hand-loom, 
«ach  family  working  by  its  own  hearth-stone, 
when  the  invention  of  improved  machinery 
and  the  introduction  of  factories  on  a  large 
scale'suddenly  unsettled  the  entire  industry  of 
this  people.  They  understood  little  else  than 
this  one  occupation,  and  the  consequence  was 
an  excessive  supply  of  laborers  for  the  new 
style  of  factories ;  wages  went  down,  down, 
and  yet  many  were  unemployed ;  suffering 
became  great,  and  having  attracted  public 
attention,  the  Prussian  Gove^-nment  had  the 
matter  investigated.  The  statistics  accom- 
panying the  official  report  of  that  investigation, 
with  its  table  of  wages  and  its  story  of  hard- 
ship, were  at  once  seized  upon  by  the  ultra  pro- 
tectionists of  this  country  as  an  excellent  pre- 
text for  the  cry  of  pauper  labor  in  Europe. 
Those  statistics  without  their  history,  of  course, 
have  adorned  many  a  speech  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  have  served  their  pur- 
pose with  the  protective- tariff  press  through- 
out the  country. 

There  are  low  wages,  ^es,  very  low  wages, 
pnid^  in  certain  occupations  and  in  certain 
districts^  of  our  own  country.  For  instance, 
it  was  given  in  testimony  before  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  not  long  since,  that 
with  a  protective  tariff  of  almost  one  hun- 
dred per  cent,  on  rice,  the  laborers  in  the 
rico  fields  of  South  Carolina  get  but  fifty  cents 
a  day,  and  a  workman  from  a  Petersburg  to- 
bacco factory  told  us  be  could  not  earn  over 
five  dollars  a  week  at  piece  work  when  work 
was  plenty.  Would  it  be  fair  to  represent 
this  as  an  index  to  the  average  rate  of  wages 
in  this  country  ?  No,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  aver- 
age condition  of  the  European  laborer  is  bad 
enough,  and  it  is  unworthy  of  any  cause  to 
make  it  worse  by  degrading  it  in  the  eyes 
of  the  world  to  serve  a  purpose ;  and  as  to 
pauper  labor,  in  the  strict  sense  gf  the  term, 
there  is  no  such  thing  in  Europe.  Every 
laborer  receives  his  wages,  be  they  high  or  low. 

But  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to-day  to  certain  statistics  on  American  labor 
as  illustrative  of  the  workings  of  our  tariff  in 
its  relation  to  labor,  not  the  labor  of  one  par- 
ticular branch  of  industry,  not  the  lubor  of  a 
suffering  district,  but  the  general  condition  of 
factory  labor  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts.  I 
have  been  examining  a  very  curious  and  inter- 
esting volume  on  that  subject  lately,  which  I 
have  here  in  my  hand,  a  book  not  emanating 
from  the  Free-Trade  League.  I  assure  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  but  coming  as  an 
official  document  from  the  State  printing  office 
of  Massachusetts,  a  State  not  supposed  to  be 
unfriendly  to  the  tariff.  The  book  bears  the 
title  of  ^*  Report  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of 
Labor,"  and  was  published  in  1870.  I  trust 
no  one  will  think  that  I  have  selected  this 
work  in  any  unfriendly  spirit  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts.  It  came  to  me  unsolicited, 
and  I  use  it  as  an  element,  a  legitimate  argu- 
ment in  this  discussion  ;  beside,  it  is  the  only 
work  of  its  kind  in  the  Unitea  States  that  I 
know  of,  and  presents  facts  deserving  the  atten- 
tion of  every  legislator. 


It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  book 
describes  the  condition  of  factory  laborers  in 

Srotected  industries  after  a  long  period  of  the 
ighest  tariff  which  this  or  any  other  country 
ever  infficted  on  a  people — a  tariff  persistently 
urged  by  its  friends  upon  the  ground  of  bene- 
fiting and  elevating  American  labor,  while  its 
opponents  have  charged  that  the  increased 
prices  thus  forced  out  of  the  people  simply 
went  in  the  shape  of  profits  into  the  pockets 
of  the  factory-owners. 

Now,  what  does  this  report  show  ?  It  is  a 
long  one,  and  I  can  of  course  only  reproduce 
some  of  its  most  characteristic  features.  One 
of  the  questions  submitted  by  the  bureau  to  the 
operatives  of  Massachusetts  was  as  follows : 

**Did  yoa  ever  know  an  instance  of  a  workman 
(other  than  an  overseer)  working  at  ordinary  day 
wages,  or  at  piece-work  pay,  who  acquired  a  com- 
petence upon  which  be  could  live  without  work? 
and,  if  yes,  in  how  many  years  did  he  acquire  such 
competence  V* 

In  this  connection  the  report  has  the  follow- 
ing: 

** lieinnrkii,—Th\a  question  has  been  answered  b]f  all 
except  five,  and  almost  invariably  in  the  negative. 
A  largo  number  declare  that  it  is  impossible.  A  few 
have  cited  instances  of  men  who  have  accumulated 
what  they  deem  a  competence,  which  we  here  give.' 

Then  follow  the  exceptional  cases. 
Amon^  the  extracts  from  replies  given   I 
find  the  following : 

"  A  woolen-spinner  says:  'I  never  knew  such  a 
person.  I  know  a  man,  however,  who  has  acquired 
$1,200,  but  has  done  it  by  thrift  and  injustice  to  his 
own  stomach.  It  has  taken  him  twelve  yeare  to 
accumulate  tbatsum,  and  he  has  denied  himself  and 
family  many  things  which  I  consider  the  necessaries 
of  life,  such  as  sugar,  butter,  butcher's  meat,  eggs, 
kc,  I  don't  call  that  living.  There  are  some  people 
can  live  on  what  others  would  starve.  I  believe  in 
doing  justice  to  the  stomach ;  it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance—clothing being  only  of  secondary  import- 
ance. There  are  men  working  for  this  company,  in 
the  finishing  department,  who  get  but  a  few  cents 
over  a  dollar  per  day.  How  they  manage  to  get 
along  I  cannot  imagine.  There  are  many  women 
working  in  the  card-room  for  sixty-five  cents  a 
day.' 

"A  drees-tender  says:  *I  never  knew  a  man  who 
acquired  a  competence  by  working  in  the  mills.' 

"A  boot-maker  says:  'I  do  not  think  there  is 
such  a  case  on  record.  I  would  go  a  great  way  to 
see  such  a  man  and  get  a  full  account  of  how  be 
did  it.' 

*' A  harness-tyer  in  a  factory  intimates  that  he  has 
known  a  few  who  have  acquired  a  competence;  but 
adds  *it  requires  almost  a  life-time.' 

"Another  factory  operative  answers  this  question 
in  the  negative,  but  says:  *A  few  around  me  have, 
by  steady  perseverance,  made  themselves  a  home 
worth  from  one  to  six  thousand  dollars ;  but  it  is 
due  mostly  to  the  rise  of  real  estate,  this  being  a 
young  and  growing  city.' " 

In  order  to  hear  both  sides,  and  to  be  en- 
tirely fair,  a  similar  question  was  put  to  the 
employers,  as  follows : 

"  Have  you  ever  known  instances  wherein  an 
ordinary  operative  earned  a  competence,  or  was 
enabled  to  retire  at  fitly  years  of  age,  on  moneys 
earned  as  a  wage-laborer?  If  yes.  what  percent- 
age would  the  number  of  employes  so  earning  be 
of  the  whole  number  of  your  employ6s?"  . 

The  report  says  that  of  twelve  hundred  and 
forty-eight  blanks  sent  to  employers,  only  two 
hundred  and  nine  were  answered;  and  to  these 
questions  seventy- seven  employers  answer, 
**  No  ;'*  thirty-six  answer  "  Yes ;"  of  whom 
fourteen  add,  ^*  A  very  small  percentage.'' 

One  of  them  states  that  two  per  cent,  of  his 
employes,  with  the  aid  of  their  children,  have 
earned  such  a- competence. 

Another  one  says : 

"Yes,  but  rare  I" 

A  boot  manufacturer  says :     . 
"  Yes,  bu  t  starved  their  souls." 

A  rope  manufacturer  says : 

"No,  they  cannot  live  a  month  when  not  at  work 
without  incurring  debt." 

Another  manufacturer  says: 

*'  I  have  known  operatives  who  have  done  well  at 
their  wages  and  saved  a  good  deal  of  money,  but 
the  retiring  at  fifty  I  am  not  aware  of." 

A  woolen  manufacturer  answers: 

"  Not  in  this  mill  r 

There  are  some  answers  in  the  affirmative^ 


but  after  summing  up  the  whole  eyidence  the 
report  says : 

"  The  answers  to  these  questions  and  the  extracts 
show  better  than  any  theorising  the  actual  condition 
of  the  wage-laborer,  the  reoults  of  the  pyt-tem  of 
wages,  and  that  the  instances  of  even  small  com- 
petencies are  the  very  rare  exceptions  to  a  general 
rule." 

The  following  pertinent  question  was  also 
submitted  to  the  operatives  : 

*'  Have  your  present  earnings  and  present  cost  of 
living  each  increased  in  the  same  proportion  to  what 
they  were  before  the  late  war.  or  has  the  cost  of 
living  increased  in  a  greater  ratio  7" 

The  report  says : 

"The  answers  to  this  question,  without  excep- 
tions, agree  with  the  statement  of  Commissioner 
Wells,  that  wages  have  not  increased  in  the  ratio  of 
the  increased  cost  of  living." 

The  following  two  significant  questions  sub- 
mitted to  the  operatives  serve  to  throw  still 
further  light  on  the  subject: 

"  What  proportion  of  the  working  people,  m  for 
as  7[0VL  know,  are  in  debt?  What,  in  your  knowledge 
or  judgment,  were  the  causes  of  such  debts  ?" 

The  report  says : 

"  These  questions  were  quite  fully  answered,  and 
they  indicate  that  a  very  large  percentage  of  wage- 
laborers  are  in  debt.  The  causes  generally  assigned 
are  insufficient  remuneration,  and  the  habits  that 
spring  out  of  such  insufiioiency,  habits  tending  to 
waste  and  not  to  thrift." 

Among  the  verbatim  answers  to  these  ques- 
tions I  find  the  following.    A  nail-maker  aays : 

"About three  fourths  of  the  working  people  of 
my  acquaintance  are  in  debt;  caused  by  hich  cost 
of  living  and  low  wages." 

A  boot-crimper  says :. 

"The  working  people  are  in  the  hands  of  their 
employers  by  way  of  mortgages,  &o.,  caused  by  not 
having  pay  enough  for  labor.  I  have  known  tem- 
perate men  in  actual  distress,  owinff  to  large  £ami- 
lies,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  require  aid  Irom  the 
societies  to  which  they  belonged. 

A  female  weaver  says : 

"  Many  of  the  operatives  here  are  in  debt,  eaosed 
by  small  p.ay.  I  have  known  instances  where  indus- 
trious workmen  have  been  in  actual  distress  on 
account  of  sickness ;  not  being  able  to  lay  by  any- 
thing from  their  small  wages  while  in  good  health. 
There  have  been  subscriptions  taken  up  through  the 
mill,  and  have  to  be  very  often  resorted  to. 

"A  currier  states  that  one  half,  if  not  more,  of  the 
workmen  of  his  acquaintance  are  in  debt,  caused  by 
insufficient  remuneration  for  their  labor;  has  knotro 
oa«es  of  actual  distress  among  temperate,  indastrioiu 
working  people,  to  the  extent  which  required  essist- 
ance  from  friends— caused  by  sickness  and  o¥er- 
exertion." 

A  dresser-tender  says : 

"I  know  it  is  very  hard  to  keep  out  of  debt.  In 
my  judgment,  the  causes  of  debts  are  high  cost  of 
living  and  low  price  of  labor  in  proportion." 

Now,  I  ask  you  to  turn  from  this  picture  of 
want  and  penury,  this  hopeless  concution  of  a 
life  doomed  to  a  perpetual  struggle  to  make 
both  ends  meet,  to  another  page  in  this  book, 
I  mean  that  part  of  the  book  which  is  devoted 
to  the  profits  of  employers.     Of  coarse,  these 
matters  were  hard  to  get  at.     The  greater 
profits  people  make,  the  less  willingness  to 
disclose  them.     The  report  says  that  with  but 
few  exceptions  this  question  remained  un- 
answered. But  enough  was  ascertained  to  give 
a  pretty  good  insight  into  this  side  of  the  mat- 
ter, as  will  appear  from  the  following  table  to 
which  the  bureau  calls  attention,  and  which 
shows  the  annual  average  dividends  of  the 
mills  named  between  the  years  1862  and  1861), 
with  their  capital,  and  the  highest  market  value 
of  their  stock  during  that  time : 

Ghioopee mills— Dividends,  26}  percent.;  capital. 
$420,000;  value  of  stock,  $325  on  par  of  $100. 

Merrimao  mills— Dividends,  15^  percent.;  capital. 
$2,500,000;  value  of  stock.  $1,700  on  par  of  $1,000. 

Middlesex  mills— Dividends, 22A percent.;  capital. 
$750,000:  value  of  stock.  $400  on  par  of  $100. 
.  Naumkeag mills— Dividends,  lOlpercenU;  capital. 
$l,500j000;  value  of  stock,  $167  on  par  of  $100. 

Pacific  mills— Dividends,  2U  per  cent.:  capital, 
$2,500,000;  value  of  stock,  $2,240  on  par  of  $1,000. 
^  Salisbury  mills— Dividends,  2^k  per  cent. ;  capital. 
$1,000.000 ;  value  of  stock,  $380  on  par  of  $100. 

Look  upon  these  two  pictures,  and  tell  me 
where  the  profits  of  the  tariflT  have  gone  to. 
Look  upon  these  two  pictures,  and  tell  me 
whether  the  loud,  professions  of  friendship  for 
the  laboring  classes  by  these  protective-tari^ 
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gentlemen  are  altogether  sincere.  Here  we  have 
laborers  ground  down  to  a  point  jast  enoagh  to 
keep  body  and  soal  together,  while  proprietors 
draw  over  twenty  percent,  on  invested  millions, 
and  then  they  come  here  and  tell  as  that  the 
tariffcannot  be  reduced,  no,  not  a  cent,  without 
reducing  the  wages  of  labor. 

I  have  contrasted  these  dry  official  data  for 
your  inspection  and  consideration.  I  will  not 
comment  upon  them  at  length.  They  speak 
for  themselves.  I  might  proceed  to  elaborate 
the  contrast  by  inviting  yon  to  step  from  the 
operatives*  tenements  to  the  gilded  chambers 
of  those  who  draw  these  dividends  and  loll  in 
all  the  luxury  of  wealth.  There  is  room  for 
the  richest  imagination  and  food  for  the  bitter- 
est thoughts.  But  all  I  desire  to  ask  of  the 
champions  of  protection  in  view  of  these  facts 
is  simply  this:  who  has  received  the  benefits 
of  the  high  tariffs  which  have  been  levied  for 
the  last  ten  years  under  the  plea  of  benefiting 
apd  elevating  American  labor?  Was  it  labor 
or  was  it  capital  ?  Are  those  who  have  stead- 
ily opposed  these  extreme  tariffs,  on  the  ground 
that  they  serve  to  fill  the  purses  of  capitalists 
at  the  expense  of  labor,  entirely  without  justi- 
fication 7 

If  the  labor  engaged  in  the  very  industries 
which  the  tariff  protects  is  worse  off  to-day 
than  labor  in  the  great  unprotected  industries 
of  the  country,  then,  I  ask,  what  has  become 
of  the  millions  which  have  been  annually  ex- 
torted from  th^  people  of  the  United  States  in 
the  shape  of  increased  prices?  You  have  told 
us  it  would  go  to  the  laboring  man.  Do  these 
statistics  show  it?  Has  there  been  a  breach 
of  faiih,  or  is  the  tariff  a  failure  7  Have  these 
factory  proprietors,  these  self-appointed  trus- 
tees for  thelaboring  men  who  annually  crowd 
these  Halls  nnder  pretense  of  befriending 
labor,  collected  the  bounties  which  our  legisla- 
tion secured  them  and  then  applied  them  to 
tlieir  profit  and  dividend  accounts  ?  The  cupid- 
ity of  man  is  great,  and  I  fear  that  such  a  con- 
clusion is  not  remote  from  the  foregoing  facts 
and  figures. 

Now,  in  conclusion,  let  no  one  suppose 
that  I  have  extracted  the  worst  features  out  of 
this  report.  No ;  there  are  descriptions  of 
physical  suffering  and  exhaustion,  of  long 
hours  and  over-exertion  in  ill- ventilated, 
over- heated  workshops ;  stories  of  the  evil 
effects  of  female  labor,  of  the  labor  of  chil- 
dren ;  of  political  and  other  petty  tyrannies 
on  the  part  of  employers,  all  of  which  have  a 
tendency  to  make  the  reader  sick  at  heart ; 
and  after  reading  this  book  one  is  almost 
tempted  to  wish  that  aggregated  factory  labor 
had  never  found  foot- hold  upon  American  soil. 
Indeed,  he  who  patiently  works  his  way 
through  the  pages  of  this  volume  will  not  be 
astonished  at  the  following  strong  burst  of 
discontent  uttered  by  a  very  intelligent  opera- 
tive: 

*'  As  year  by  y«ar  the  diffiealty  inoreases  of  lifting 
one's  self  oat  of  the  vassalage  of  the  present  indus- 
trial system,  the  situation,  to  a  maa  of  sensibility 
and  independeoce.  is  growing  more  and  more  intol- 
erable. Had  we  been  ooosulted  as  to  the  panish- 
meot  to  be  inflicted  upon  the  loaders  of  the  south- 
ern rebellion,  oar  worst  seotenoo  woald  have  been 
banishment  to  a  Massachusetts  factory,  with  the 
long  boon,  low  wages,  and  hopeless  social  condition 
of  an  average  operative." 

But  I  do  not  despair  of  improvement.  I 
believe  that  the  labor  problem  will  yet  find  a 
practical  solution;  but  the  remedy  lies  not  on 
the  field  of  high  Uriffs.  The  difficulty  is  in 
the  unequal  division  between  capital  and  labor, 
the  unequal  division  between  profits  and 
wages;  and  any  labor  movement  tending  to 
equalization  ahonld  meet  the  hearty  coopera- 
tion of  all  humane  persons. 

Kowy  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  submitted  these 
remarks  in  order  to  show  that  tariff  acts  do 
not,  of  themselves,  raise  wages  or  benefit  labor, 
that  they  generally  affect  profits  and  not  wages, 
and  that  at  present  there  is  at  least  a  wide 
margin  between  profits  and  wages  on  which 


the  tariff  can  be  reduced  without  touching  the 
labor  question  at  all.  Let  it  not  be  inferred 
that  I  am  an  abstract  free*trader.  I  trust  I 
have  practical  sense  enough  to  recognize  the 
fact  that  we  must  raise  large  revenues  to  main- 
tain the  credit  of  our  Government,  and  that 
the  greater  portion  of  these  revenues  ought 
to  be  raised  oy  duties  on  imports.  I  further 
recognize  the  fact  that  sudden  and  violent 
changes  in  tariff  legislation  are  hurtful,  but  I 
believe  the  time  has  come  when  a  moderate,  a 
slow  but  steady  reduction  of  tariff  duties  is 
practicable,  desirable,  and  demanded  by  the 
true  interests  of  the  country. 
Mr.  ORR  obtained  the  floor,  and  said :  I 

S'eld  for  a  few  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from 
assachusetts,  [Mr.HoAB.] 

Mr.  HOAR.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  ex- 
press nothing  but  gratitude  to  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  Finkblkbubo]  for  his  able, 
interesting,  and  clear  statement,  although  it  is 
a  statement  of  views  from  which  I  wholly  dis- 
sent and  an  entirely  incorrect  and  incomplete 
picture  of  the  condition  of  my  State.  The 
» men  of  Massachusetts  caused  this  bureau  of 
labor  statistics  to  bo  established.  They  thrust 
their  probe  into  these  alleged  sores  on  their 
body-politic.  At  the  cost  of  their  people  they 
have  printed  and  spread  abroad,  and  them- 
selves held  up  to  the  public  gaze,  whatever  of 
complaint  the  laborer  of  Massachusetts  had  to 
make;  and  we  welcome  any  friendly  critic 
(and  I  am  sure  my  friend  from  Missouri  is  such 
toward  every  American  State)  who  will  point 
out  to  us  what  is  evil  or  help  us  to  remedy 
what  is  bad  in  the  condition  of  our  Common- 
wealth. 

There  is  some  truth  in  the  picture  which  has 
been  painted ;  but  it  is  after  all  largely  incor- 
rect an(l  overdrawn.  In  regard  to  female  labor 
it  is  true  that  the  American  woman  in  the  New 
England  States,  as  elsewhere,  fails  to  receive  a 
just,  an  adequate,  an  improving,  and  an  increas- 
ing rate  of  wages  ;  and  I  trust  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri  will  join  me  in  securing  the 
remedy  which  I  seek  to  apply  to  that  evil  by 
placing  in  the  hand  of  the  American  woman 
the  ballot,  which  to  her,  as  to  man,  is  to  be  the 
means  of  protection. 

But  I  assert,  on  my  responsibility  as  a  Rep- 
resentative of  Massachusetts,  that  the  native 
American  workingman  within  the  limits  of  my 
State  and  my  section  receives,  if  not  as  yet 
an  absolutely  ample  compensation,  yet  that 
his  condition  is  steadily  improving,  and  is  bet- 
ter than  that  of  the  laborer  anywhere  else  on  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

Why,  sir,  just  look  at  one  fact.  These  man- 
ufacturing cities  of  our  State  are  filling  up  with 
the  cream  of  the  labor  of  the  civilized  world. 
From  England,  from  Scotland,  from  Ireland, 
from  Germany,  (Ireland  diminishing  and  Eng- 
land and  Germany  increasing  their  contribu- 
tions,) these  men  are  coming  over  and. flock- 
ing to  the  free  cities  of  New  England.  And 
when  they  come,  do  you  ever  hear  of  their 
facing  back  ?  The  first  earnings  of  the  young 
foreigner  who  comes  to  a  Massachusetts  man- 
ufacturing city  are  devoted  to  bringing  over 
the  father,  the  mother,  the  sister,  the  younger 
brother,  and  the  friend.  Who  ever  goes  back 
to  a  German,  an  Irish,  or  an  English  town, 
after  having  once  tasted  of  the  poverty,  the 
destitution,  and  the  distress  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Missouri  would  have  us  believe  are 
suffered  by  the  Massachusetts  operative  ? 

One  other  thing  is  entirely  left  out  in  tlje 
picture  which  the  gentleman  has  painted.  The 
intelligent,  honest,  prudent  American  oper- 
ative in  one  of  our  factories  does  not  remain 
permanently  in  that  position.  The  lowest 
class  may  have  poor  wages ;  but  the  man  who 
was  in  the  lowest  class  five  or  ten  years  ago  is 
not  found  in  that  class  to-day.  I  was  in  my 
youth  a  member  of  a  committee  appointed  by 
the  churches  of  the  city  where  I  live,  one  of  the 
most  prosperous  manufiEtcturing  cities  in  New 


England.  We  districted  the  town,  and  made  it 
our  business  to  be  informed  of  the  condition 
of  every  family  in  that  city,  and  to  see  that  no 
person  suffered  during  our  severe  New  Eng- 
land winter  from  cold,  hunger,  or  any  other 
cause. 

Sir,  that  committee  maintained  its  functions 
for  a  few  years,  and  then  ended  them  because 
it  had  nothing  to  do.  It  ended  them  because 
there  ceased  to  be  any  want  or  poverty  which 
required  the  interposition  of  the  liberal  charity 
of  the  community. 

Now,  I  appeal  to  my  colleague,  who  is 
familiar  with  tne  manufacturing  towns  of  New 
England,  I  appeal  to  either  of  my  colleagues, 
if  it  is  not  true,  as  you  pass  around  the  out- 
skirts of  the  New  England  villages  or  manu- 
facturing towns  to-day,  that  you  do  not  find 
any  increase  in  the  number  of  hovels,  in  the 
number  of  shanties,  in  the  number  of  mean 
and  cheap  shelters  such  as  you  see  in  Ger- 
many, or  in  Ireland,  or  in  England  as  you 
pass  through  those  countries.  Ihese  are  no 
more,  in  ppite  of  increasijig  population,  than 
they  were  ten  or  fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago ; 
but  the  homes  which  are  growing  up  like 
mushrooms  year  by  year  all  over  that  com- 
munity are  the  homes  of  comfort,  of  thrift, 
of  wealth,  indicating  increasing  means  of  their 
occupants. 

The  gentleman  gives  us  two  or  three  re- 
markable proofs  of  the  penury  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts workmen.  He  tell  us  the  working- 
men  of  Massachusetts  of  the  lowest  class  are 
getting  into  the  hands  of  their  employers  by 
mortgaging  their  real  estate.  I  should  like  to 
know  what  the  workinemen  of  Germany,  of 
England,  or  of  Ireland,  of  the  lowest  class, 
have  to  mortgage?  I  should  like  to  hear  the 
burst  of  laughter  on  the  part  of  the  work- 
ing community  of  the  lowest  class  in  Ger- 
many or  in  Ireland  if  anybody  should  inform 
them  such  was  the  destitution  of  the  working- 
men  in  New  England  that  they  mortgaged 
their  real  estate  to  their  employers  I 

He  savs  that  some  of  them  do  acquire  prop- 
erty, and  it  is  mostly  by  rise  of  their  real  estate. 
He  cannot  deny  that  they  make  large  deposita 
in  savings  banks,  but  he  says  it  is  by  robbing 
their  stomachs.  What  a  picture  of  destitu- 
tion caused 'by  this  hated  tariff  1  The  capi- 
talist making  large  dividends,  the  men  of  Uie 
middle  class  constantly  bettering  their  condi- 
tion, and  the  poorer  class  flocking  from  other 
countries  to  escape  starvation  at  home,  but 
somehow  or  other  getting  property  to  mort- 
gage, making  money  by  rise  in  real  estate,  and 
lajing  up  money  in  savings  banks  by  starving 
their  stomachs. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  add  another 
word.  These  statistics  of  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  are  the  statistics  of  discontent.  The 
American  workingman  of  five  or  ten  years  ago 
rises,  becomes  a  foreman  or  an  employer,  or 
goes  to  the  West  and  takes  a  farm,  and  his 
place  is  steadily  supplied  year  by  year  by  the 
Englishman,  the  Irishman,  the  German,  or 
the  Canadian,  who  comes  from  starvation  at 
home  and  takes  the  lowest  position  in  our 
laboring  community,  far  better  than  his  posi- 
tion at  home,  and  thus  constantly  thrusts  up 
to  one  higher  still  the  American  laborer, 
whose  place  he  takes.  I  believe  it  is  true 
of  every  class  of  men  who  lived  in  Massachu- 
setts and  worked  there  ten  years  ago  that 
their  position  is  far  better  now  than  it  was 
then.  Even  if  the  class  is  not  better  paid 
now  than  then,  the  men  who  then  composed 
it  are  now  better  off.  The  ^reat  problem 
of  the  relation  of  labor  to  capital  is  not  yet 
solved.  The  laborer,  nowhere  better  paid, 
nowhere  urges  more  sturdily  his  claim  to 
better  payment  still.  I  do  not  claim  that 
there  is  not  much  to  be  improved  in  the  con- 
dition  of  labor  in  my  State.  The  laborers  of 
that  State  are  taking  that  matter  in  hand. 
One  not  inconsiderable  aid  to  them  in  this 
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effort  i8|  ia  pay  ji|dgm9ot)  a  Jaat  proteotioo  lO 
t]ie  iqdafitci^  ia  vbioh  tbej  aro  eagaged, 

tANDS  yOR  ^HB  PBOPLB — NOT  HQNOPOLIXS. 

Mr.  OBR.  Mr*  Spoakeri-I  have  to-day  Bought 
the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  giving  ezpreiffioa 
to  some  views  I  eatertaiaon  the  sulQefst  of  the 

S roper  dispoaition  Xq  be  made  of  the  reoiaiQ* 
er  of  the  publio  domain.  This  Balijeot  was 
suggested  to  n^e  as  an  important  one  by  an 
examination  of  the  files  of  the  House,  in  which 
I  found  a  multitude  of  bills  containing  a  variety 
of  propositions  appropriating  lands  for  various 
purposes^  most  of  which,  in  my  opinion,  are 
fiot  consistent  with  the  best  interests  of  the 
Government.  There  was  a  time  when  the 
public  domain  was  so  vast  in  its  extent,  re^h- 
ing  ^ar  beyond  the  limits  of  civilization  and 
deemed  of  little  value,  because  it  was  con- 
sidered inexhaustible.  Enoroaohments  were 
mn^de  upon  it  without  serious  opposition,  and 
the  manner  of  its  disposal  was  regarded  with 
apparent  indifferenoe.  The  benefit  of  its^  set- 
tlement by  industrious  occupants  was  entirely 
lost  sight  of  in  the  contemplation  pf  the  mag- 
nificent revenue  which  these  lands  were  des- 
tiaed  to  a&brd  the  Government.  But  that 
time  has  passed.  Gradually  the  biilk  of  that 
{[reat  territory  had  melted  away,  the  enterpris- 
ing spirit  that  prompts  men  to  eqdeavor  to 
better  their  condition  has  oaused  an  emigra- 
tion which  has  swept  oyer  its  entire  surface, 
halting  only  upon  the  shore  of  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  the^  surging  back  until  every  cor- 
ner has  been  thoroughly  explored.  As  the 
quantity  grew  less  the  schemes  and  devices  fpr 
making  inroads  on  it  have  multiplied,  and 
especially  has  the  es^erness  of  corporations 
been  whetted  by  the  rapid  diminution  in  its 
amount. 

That  amount  having  now  been  raduoed  to  a 
mere  fraction  of  what  it  once  was,  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  strenuous  exertions  are  now  being 
made  through  a  number  of  means  to  still 
largely  reduce  it,  it  becomes  an  important  in- 
quiry whether  a  continuation  of  that  policy  is 
wise,  whether  the  results  of  the  system  so  far 
have  been  satistactory,  and  whether  it  has  or 
has  not  been  attended  with  evils  which  may  in 
future  be  avoided. 

Legislation,  always  potent  in  hs  influences 
upon  the  welfare  and  growth  of  a  people  in 
its  power  to  enlarge  or  contract  the  channels 
of  trade,  is  especially  so  when  applied  to  new 
and  rapidly- developing  territories,  and  should 
be  so  iramed  as  to  help  and  not  hinder  that 
development.  It  is  doubtful  if  the  lands  con- 
stituting our  publio  domain  will  ever  realize 
as  much  money  to  the  Treasury  as  has  been 
paid  out  on  their  account,  and,  treated  in  the 
light  of  a  purchase  with  a  view  to  profit,  their 
acquisition  has  been  of  but  little  consequence ; 
but,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  homes  for 
our  ]>eople,  who  only  desired  the  means  of 
utilizing  the  labor  in  which  consists  the  true 
wealth  of  a  nation,  they  become  not  only 
important,  but  indispensable* 

Uncultivated  land  is  of  no  value  to  its  owner 
except  that  prospective  one  which  is  meas- 
ured by  the  price  at  which  he  expects  to  dis- 
pose of  it,  and  when  the  Government  is  that 
owner,  the  rovenue  to  be  derived  from  its  sale 
is  insignificant  in  comparison  to  the  benefits 
derived  from  the  increased  production  which 
is  the  result  of  its  occupancy  and  cultivation. 
That  is  the  highest  interest  the  Government 
has  in  its  domain.  The  public  lands,  vast  as 
their  volume  still  is,  and  as  important  as  theiy 
are  in  the  formation  of  new  States,  as  a  means 
of  furnishing  revenne,  are  almost  totally  use- 
less, and  not  in  any  perceptible  degree  to  be 
relied  on.  A  comparison  of  the  sum  realised 
from  their  sale  for  the  last  year  with  the  total 
revenues  collected  shows  the  following  great 
contrast:  total  revenue  collected  in  1871, 
$d8a,32a,944 ;  total  revenue  from  sales  of 
publio  koda,  $2,888|64G, .  being  bnt  a  small  j 


fraotion  over  ooa  half  of  one  per  oent.  of  the 
whole  amount. 

Agriculture  is  the  basis  of  all  our  Indus'^ 
tries  {  its  prosperity  is  shared  by  all  other 
branches  of  labor,  and  as  it  is  fostered  and 
enoouragedi  the  like  impetus  is  given  to  its 
dependencies.  The  lands  disposed  of  by  and 
through  the  General  Land  Office  have  all  been 
peonUarly  adapted  to  that  purpose.  They 
have  been  the  richest  on  the  continent,  and 
the  oenter  of  population  has  gnulnally  moved 
westward  antil  it  now  rests  upon  what  was  a 
short  time  ago  a  part  of  this  uncultivated 
waste  awaiting  disposal  by  the  Government 
through  its  established  means*  If  it  has  dis- 
posed of  them  in  the  manner  which  insured 
their  most  speedy  occupation  and  oultivation, 
and  thereby  converted  them  into  the  homes 
of  a  thrifty  people  whose  labor  have  swelled 
the  aggregate  wealth  of  the  nation,  and  en- 
abled them  to  contribute  to  the  revenue  many 
times  more  than  the  eoet  of  their  lands  at  its  pur- 
chase, then  it^  has  encouraged  agrioultnral  in- 
dustry and  consulted  its  own  true  interest  in  a 
much  higher  dsgree  than  though  it  had  mad^ 
a  fijted  price  the  titu  qua  sum  of  its  disposal 
of  them.  Bat  if  they  have  been  sold  with  a 
view  solely  of  bringing  the  stipulated  price  at 
which  they  were  placed  in  market,  or  par- 
celed out  in  large  grants  with  no  provision  for 
their  settlement,  then  errors  have  been  com- 
mitted which  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  oor» 
reet  before  proceeding  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  the  remainder.  Errors  in  legislation  may 
be  tolerated  i  and  laws  even,  when  found  not 
to  have  been  dictated  by  wisdom,  when  the  end 
sought  is  desirable  and  is  only  to  be  attained 
by  venturing  upon  new  and  untried  expedients, 
nay  be  excused*  But  the  same  palliation  for 
legislative  blunders  committed  to-4ay  upon 
this  subject  oannot  he  found  that  might  have 
been  properly  offered  thirty  years  ago.  What 
was  then  an  experiment  has  borne  unit  whioh 
now  invites  our  inspection,  and  our  acts  now 
should  be  directed  by  the  light  of  that  expe- 
rience. 

I  invite  tk«  attention  of  this  House  to  a 
oonsideratioA  of  the  proposition  that  of  all 
the  proposed  legislation  which  it  is  possible 
for  us  to  enact  for  the  management  or  disposal 
of  the  remtining  public  lands — that  system 
which  will  the  soonest  transfer  them  from  the 
control  and  ownership  of  the  United  States 
into  the  hands  of  private  parties,  and  chango 
them  from  their  waste  and  unfruitful  condition 
into  cultivated  fields  and  prosperous  homes 
for  industrious  and  thrifly  occupants — will  be 
the  most  salutary  both  for  Government  and 
people.  This  doctrine  is  not  a  new  one,  but 
is  one  which  has  not  only  our  own  experience 
to  verify  it,  but  had  the  sanction  of  statesmen 
a  century  ago. 

Edmund  Burke  brought  in  a  bill  for  the  sale 
of  the.  British  Crown  lands,  and  in  advocacy  of 
it  used  this  language,    lie  said : 

**Batbe  th^  price  what  it  may,  a  sreat  object  is 
alwajfl  answered  whenever  aoy  property  ia  traos- 
ferred  from  hanoB  that  are  not  fit  for  that  property 
to  those  that  are.  The  buyer  and  seller  must  mutu- 
ally profit  by  such  a  bargain.  And,  whatrarely  hap- 
pens ii^  matters  of  revenue,  the  relief  of  the  anh- 
ject  will  so  hand  in  hand  with  the  profit  of  the 
ezoheqner. 

'*The  revenue  to  be  obtained  fVom  the  sale  of  the 
ferest  lands  and  rights  will  not  be  so  oonsiderable,  I 
believe,  as  many  people  have  imagined.  And  I  con- 
oelre  it  will  be  unwise  to  screw  It  up  to  the  utmost, 
or  even  suffer  bidders  to  enhance  according  to  their 
eagerness  the  pnrohaie  of  objects  wherein  the  ex- 
pense of  that  purchaiie  may  weaken  the  capital  to 
be  employed  in  their  culti ration. 

*'  The  prinoipal  revenue  which  I  propose  to  draw 
from  this  uncultivated  w^te  is  to  spring  jfh)m  the 
Improvement  and  population  of  the  kingdom,whioh 
never  can  happen  without  producing  an  improve- 
ment more  advantageous  to  the 'revenues  of  the 
Grown  than  the  rents  of  the  beat  landed  estate 
which  it  can  hold." 

History  has,  in  all  countries,  vindicated  the 
truth  of  these  assertions.  They  have  nowhere 
been  more  fully  exemplified  than  in  our  own 


Government,  and  yet,  heedless.  both«  of^.tha  lUhat  tha  publio  lands  are  a  legitimate  soai«« 


warnings  of  the  statesman  who  ^made.  them 
and  of  the  oonsequenoes  visited  upon  u  by 
our  failure  to  Apply  them,  we  have  gone  nek- 
lessly  forward  in  gross  violatipu  of  them. 

It  is  not  a  subject  of  oomplaint  that  the  pab- 
lie  domain  has  been  so  much  reduced,  or  that 
the  Government  has  parted  with  its  landa  until 
they  are  so  nearly  all  gone*,  but  it  ii'to  be 
deeply  regretted  that  they  have  been  tranif^rred 
without  ample  provision  being  made  for  beiog 
Qonverted  into  the  uses  for  which  they  we  by 
nature  designed.  To  retain  theoii  or  refose 
to  sell  or  dispose  of  them,  is  a  hiadersQce  to 
progress  and  improvement,  but  to  hand  them 
oter  to  corporations  and  monopolies  that  they 
may  prevent  their  settlement  and  oultivatioo, 
or  make  them  the  means  of  wringing  oat  of 
the  producing  Glasses  lai^ge  profits,  is  an  ioex- 
onsable  enormity.  Their  only  intrinsic  vslae 
is  in  proportion  to  their  capacity  for  aonaal 

Eroduotidnt  Their  cultivation  prodacei  popu- 
ktion,  whioh,  with  its  productive  power,  oop- 
stitutes  the  national  wealth.  They  nsy  be 
sold  over  and  again  in  large  quastitiei  to 
unprodttotive  owners  and  they  will  not  add 
one  farthing  to  the  national  wealth ;  bat  efeiy 
actual  occupant  who  may  become  the  otoer 
of  even  the  smallest  jparcel  of  them  sddi  to 
that  wealth  in  the  ratio  that  he  makes  it  pro- 
ductive* 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  well  settled  that  the 
earth  being  designed  for  enltivatioa,  its  right- 
ful owners  should  be  those  who  detireto 
occupy  it  for  that  purpose  and  utilise  it;  yet 
so  slow  have  we  been  in  recogQizing  this  troth 
that  we  did  not  adopt  the  preemption  lav  till 
1820,  nor  the  law  ny  which  homesteads  cau 
be  secured  until  as  late  as  I860. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  Atlantic  Ststes, 
however,  the  need  of  these  laws  was  not  so 
greatly  felt,  for  they  were  settled  upon  priaei- 
pies  more  liberal  than  those  whioh  have  been 
applied  to  the  western  States.  Their  lands 
passed  into  the  hands  of  a  dau  of  prodncen 
at  comparatively  nominal  prices,  and  with  a 
view  to  their  settlement  and  occnpation,  as 
illustrated  in  the  sale  of  the  entire  State  of 
Maine  originally  for  the  sum  o^  £1 ,200.  Whole 
provinces  then  changed  hands  for  a  less  s&m 
than  is  now  required  to  buy  a  moderste-iiied 
farm,  and  these  were  again  parceled  out  at  com- 
naratively  low  rates  to  siimulate  settlement 
it  was  fortunate  for  them  that  lands  were  not 
as  has  been  the  case  at  a  later  period,  held 
out  of  the  market  for  an  extxavagsot  rise 
or  transferred  to  its  future  owners  through 
incorporated  monopoliee  to  build  up  at  their 
expense  a  class  of  useless  middle- men. 

it  was  at  a  later  period  that  the  sohsme  of 
making  the  publio  liands  a  means  of  restoriog 
a  prostrated  credit  by  an  unrestricted  sale  was 
devised.  Sinoe  the  adoption  of  that  aystes 
the  continual  lessons  which  have  been  tsngbi 
were  that  the  proceeds  from  this  source  wsreas 
uncertain  as  they  were  found  to  be  inade^oate, 
and  that  these  receipts  increase  only  when  the 
revenues  from  other  sources  are  large  in  Ma- 
sons of  prosperity,  and  diminish  when  cooi- 
meree  affords  its  lightest  returns  iadicatins 
a  financial  depression ;  that  its  effect  was  to 
transfer  large  tracts  to  capitalists  who  wen 
only  desirous  of  holding  them  for  an  advanced 
price,  and  who  have  always  been  able  to  keep 
in  advance  of  actuid  settlement,  and  pnrchase 
such  quantities  as  will  xM>nsign  to  perpetnu 
solitude  the  settler  who  may  chance  to  obtain 
a  single  parcel  in  its  vieini^. 

Having  &iled  to  entirely  prevent  the  groirth 
and  population  of  the  new  West,  or  overcome 
the  inducements  offered  by  it  for  immigration 
by  a  continuance  of  this  unwise  policy,  a  gen* 
oral  system  of  granting  lands  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  railroads  was  entered  upon. 
These  grants  were  made  ostensibly  in  the 
interest  of  progress  and  improvement,  and  the 
Government,  unable  to  relinquish  the  idea 
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of  revetmO)  hud  nttiformly  i^SttboMed  its  own 
exchoqaer  by  money  dnwti  from  the  pdokets 
of  ihoM  who  be<iiime  settlers  upon  the  half 
of  the  Ifttids  not  given  away. 

The  pioneer  who  braves  the  bafdships  of  a 
new  country,  and  endures  its  privations  in  order 
to  obtain  a  home  whose  valae  is  within  his 
limited  means,  is  allowed  to  purcbase  his  quar- 
ter of  an  even  section  with  the  condition  that 
he  also  purchase  ikn  equal  quantity  npon  an 
odd  section  to  be  donated  to  a  railroad  com* 
pany ,  which  is  expected  to  build  near  him  its 
line.  And  in  this  manner  millions  of  acres 
have  passed  into  the  hands  of  non-resident 
proprietors,  and  placed  beyond  the  present 
reach  of  actual  settlement,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  growth  and  advaneement  of  the  country. 
.  Sir,  I  do  not  eom{>lain  that  these  grants  have 
been  made,  or  that  when  found  necessary  fbr 
the  improvement  of  a  new  country  the  lands 
have  been  resorted  to  as  a  means  of  ftimish- 
ing  that  needed  improvement.  I  know  the 
aniciety  of  a  people  on  the  frontier,  isolated 
and  deprived  of  commercial  facilities,  to  secure 
a  communioation  with  the  older  and  more  for- 
tunate eommnnities. 

Having  been  a  resident  of  the  Btate  in  whi6h  I 
live  before  a  railroad  had  reached  her  border, 
and  shared  with  her  people  that  anxiety,  I  ean 
fully  appreciate  the  feeling  of  that  people  Whose 
hearts  were  made  glad  by  intelligence  that  the 
moiety  of  the  unsold  lands  was  to  be  devoted 
to  the  purpose  of  nroeuring  a  railroad,  I  have 
seen  the  road  built  and  the  lands  to  the  amount 
of  over  a  million  acres  pass  into  unproductive 
hands,  where  they  now  nearly  all  remain  a 
desert  wastCi  awaiting  such  an  advance  in 
price  as  will  suit  the  corporation  by  whom  they 
are  owned.  Bnt  a  close  observation  of  the 
several  land  grants  in  my  Skate  has  convinced 
me  that  all  the  benefits  they  brought  us  could 
have  been  secured  without  their  attendant 
evils.  Having  taken  the  position  that  the 
interest  of  the  State  requires  the  early  disposal 
of  the  public  lands,  and  believing  them  to  be 
of  a  very  insignificant  value  as  a  means  of 
reyenne,  I  will  not  deny  that  if  they  can  be 
made  to  secure  important  internal  imnrove- 
ments  they  will*have  been  wiselv  applied,  pro- 
vided it  has  not  been  done  at  the  expense  of 
the  general  improvement  of  the  country :  but 
in  this  respect  I  am  convinced  that  we  nave 
committed  grave  and  irreparable  errors. 

If  we  had  granted  to  needed  improvements 
the  proceeds  of  the  Sales  of  these  lands  instead 
of  the  lands  themselves,  and  kept  them  aH 
subject  to  actual  occupancy  only,  we  would  have 
avoided  a  long  train  of  abuses  which  must  now 
be  submitted  to  so  ikr  as  past  legislation  is 
concerned,  bnt  which  I  hope  may  be  avoided 
in  the  future  if  further  grants  are  deemeddesir- 
able  or  necessarv.  1  am  not,  Mr.  Speaker,  an 
advocate  of  land  grants  iu  any  form.  I  speak 
in  behalf  of  that  principle  which  I  hope  may 
be  adopted  in  all  tuture  legislation,  which  will 
dedicate  the  remainder  of  the  public  domain 
to  the  use  of  homestead  and  preSmption  claim- 
ants, and  set  it  apart  for  homes  of  soldiers  and 
seamen,  who  have  served  in  the  Army  and 
Kary  oi  the  country  and  defended  its  flag. 

Bnt  should  we  be  forced  to  concede  that  the 
needed  works  of  improvement  can  only  be 
secured  by  making  a  grant,  let  iis  not  repeat 
the  errors  of  former  ones,  which  have  been  the 
means  of  withdrawing  from  use  for  these  pur- 
poses so  many  million  acres. 

To  show  the  extent  of  abuses  of  the  plan 
under  which  grants  have  been  uniformly  made. 
as  well  as  the  fact  that  all  the  benefits  coula 
have  been  secured  if  the  restrictions  t  have 
named  had  been  applied,  I  invite  attention  to 
the  history  of  some  of  the  principal  grants 
made  in  my  own  State. 

The  first  grant  ever  made  there  was  under 
the  territorial  existence,  and  was  for  the 
ostensible  purpose  of  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Des  Moines  river,  and  under  the 


operation  ef  which  the  United  States  trans- 
ferred to  a  corporation  its  title  to  eight  hun* 
dred  and  thirty-three  thousand  acres  of  the 
most  valuable  land  in  the  State.  Its  results 
have  been  a  complete  abortion  so  far  as  seour- 
ing  any  valuable  improvement  is  concerned, 
th&  withdrawal  from  settlement  of  nearly  the 
entire  extent  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and 
the  entailing  of  tedious  and  harrowing  litiga- 
tion upon  settlers,  occasioned  by  conflicting 
and  contradictory  constructions  upon  it  by 
Department  and  judicial  officers.  I  have 
searched  the  records  of  Congress  iu  vain 
to  find  a  more  pointed  rebuke  to  the  unre* 
itrioted  system  of  land  grants  than  this,  or  to 
find  another  instance  where  so  valuable  a  sub- 
sidy has  proven  so  absolnleiy  barren  of  bene- 
ficial results  or  inflicted  so  great  damage  upon 
the  locality  it  was  designed  to  benefit.  Yet, 
if  the  principle  for  which  I  contend  had  been 
applied  to  this  grant,  it  might  not,  it  is  true, 
have  secnred  the  expected  improvement,  which 
had  been  made  impossible  by  nature,  bnt  it 
wonld  have  prevented  all  the  most  flagrant 
abuses  which  have  followed  it.  It  would  nave 
secnred  the  lands  to  settlement  and  cultiva* 
tion,  and  avoided  a  series  of  waiting  and  vex- 
atious suits  at  law  over  questions  of  title. 

In  1866  Congress  granted  lands  in  alternate 
sections  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  four 
lines  of  railroad  across  that  State,  and  since 
that  time  grants  have  been  made  to  three  ad* 
ditional  lineS)  and  the  total  amount  of  land 
embraced  in  all  of  them  was  7,207,888.88 
aeres,  which)  by  eompotation,  is  found  to  be 
more  than  one  fifth  of  the  entire  area  of  the 
State.  These  were  also  of  that  unrestricted 
kind  that  passed  to  these  several  corpora- 
tions the  title  to  that  magnificent  body  of 
land  where  the  greater  part  of  it  remains 
to-day ;  and  In  the  general  rejoicing  of  the 
people  at  the  enactment  of  them  they  regarded 
it  as  the  date  of  the  commenoement  of  a  rapid, 
nninterrnpted  growth,  the  bow  of  promise  to 
them  who  had  long  been  denied  the  higher 
enjoyments  of  civilization ;  but  they  forgot  to 
estimate  the  area  of  territory  thus  condemned 
to  solitude  and  the  obstacles  thus  placed  in 
the  way  of  an  increase  of  population.  These 
anticipations  were  not  entirely  realized.  None 
of  these  roads  were  completed  until  after  these 
highly  wrought  up  expectations  had  been  re- 
peatedly disappointed  and  often  abandoned ; 
not,  indeed,  until  in  nearly  every  case  an  exten- 
sion of  time  had  been  granted  in  which  to  per- 
form the  stipulated  work,  and  in  none  of  them 
had  the  work  fairly  begun  until  under  the  prom- 
ise of  early  completion,  thus  held  out,  immigra- 
tion had  so  augmented  the  business  along  its 
line  as  to  make  that  extension  desirable  as  a 
source  of  profit  independent  of  the  grant.  Pleas 
for  mercy  and  extension,  such  as  have  seldom 
proved  availing  when  offered  in  behalf  of  the 
homestead  or  preemption  claimant,  who  finds 
himself  unable  to  meet  his  obligations  to  the 
Government,  have  been  singularly  efficacious 
when  made  by  corporations  with  a  firm  grasp 
upon  the  coveted  lands ;  and  thus,  time  after 
time,  these  extensions  are  given.  Meanwhile 
the  lands  He  uncultivated  and  wild,  awaiting 
the  solution  of  the  doubtful  question  of  their 
owner^btp,  producing  neither  revenue  nor 
taxes,  la  there  no  remedy  for  these  evils 
which  can  be  applied  to  the  Territories  yet  to 
be  settled?  Is  the  experience  through  which 
wc  have  passed  of  no  value  upon  this  subject? 

If  the  system  of  grants  is  wrong  in  the  ab- 
stract, it  should  be  discontinued  ;  but  if  that 
has  served  a^ood  purpose  and  aided  in  hasten- 
ing the  star  ot  empire,  which  is  ever  making  its 
way  westward,  while  the  baneful  efiects  which 
have  followed  it  are  the  result  of  its  being 
based  upon  incorrect  and  iujiirious  principles, 
then  we  shoufd  hold  on  to  that  part  which  is 
good,  and  relieve  it  of  all  its  onerous  and  use- 
less burdens.  Returning  to  the  illustration  fur- 
nished by  our  Iowa  grants,  I  am  at  a  loss. to 


know  whether  in  my  opinion  they  have  been 
a  benefit  or  a  positive  injury.  I  have  no  hes- 
itancy, however,  in  arriving  at  the  oondusion 
that  all  their  benefits  coold  have  been  secured 
without  their  evils,  by  the  application  of  ibis 
theory:  the  aeliing  by  the  Uovernment  both 
the  odd  and  even  sections  fior  cultivation,  mak- 
ing the  title  pass  direotly  to  the  purchaser 
without  filtering  through  a  corporation,  and 
paying  the  proceeds  of  the  odd  sections  in  aid 
of  needed  works  of  improvement. 

The  amonnt  of  land  granted  to  railroads  in 
Iowa  sold  at  $2  60  per  acre,  the  price  at  which 
the  even  sections  have  been  sold,  wonld  have 
produced  $18,019,697,  which  sum  I  do  not  fear 
to  assert  would  have  secured  the  building  of  all 
these  roads  more  rapidly  than  they  have  been, 
and  the  increased  settlementof  the  labda  under 
this  system  would  insure  them  a  larger  busi- 
ness and  greater  profit  when  completed.  This 
system  of  grants  was  begun  in  186G,  and  now, 
after  a  lapse  of  sixteen  years,  these  roads  are 
not  all  completed,  although  the  trade  of  the 
country  has  so  increased  JM  to  make  the  build- 
ing of  roads  profitable. 

instead  of  paying  only  a  sufficient  sum  tn 
secure  the  roads,  and  leaving  the  profits  made 
by  the  companies  in  the  hands  of  the  people 
to  increase  their  producing  power,  the  lands 
pass  to  them,  and  the  statements  of  their 
receipts  fVom  them  np  to  this  time  show  that 
the  average  price  at  which  they  have  been 
sold  is  $7  04  per  acre ;  at  which  price,  when 
their  grants  are  all  disposed  of,  they  will  have 
severally  received  for  them  these  sums  per 
mile  of  their  roads  t 

Ptf  miU. 

Barlin^ton  and  Missouri,.. $15,067  90 

Ghiosffo,  Hock  I»Iand.  and  Paoifio. 12,307  19 

lowaFalls  and  Sioux  City „ 24,560  00 

Cedar  Rapids  and  Missouri  River 24,S2S  00 

Dabaque  and  Siottz  City ^.t d>.2G8  00 

6t.  Paul  and  Bioax  City 88.768  78 

It  is  easy  to  estimate  that  at  the  end  of  these 
transactions  more  than  a  hundred  million  dol- 
lars will  have  passed  from  the  pockets  of  the 
people  into  those  of  the  corporations ;  from  the 
hands  of  those  who  would  use  it  into  a  condi- 
tion of  unproductiveness.  To  that  extent 
development  will  have  beeti  retarded  and 
national  wealth  diminished.  These  illustra- 
tions are  among  the  most  mild.  Bein^  among 
the  early  grants,  they  were  made  before  pre- 
sumption was  full  grown.  They  have  been 
since  repeated  upon  a  more  extended  scale, 
reaching  in  the  case  of  the  Northern  Pacific 
grant  more  than  forty-seven  million  acres  in 
one  grant. 

In  my  opinion  this  accumulation  of  large 
quantities  of  land  under  one  ownership  has 
many  objectionable  features.  The  grant  is 
necessarily  a  conditional  one,  and  thus  the 
title  is  held  for  a  long  time  iu  abeyance,  and 
af^er  the  condition  is  performed,  and  the  land 
earned,  so  many  questions  are  liable  to  arise 
touching  that  compliance,  or  the  location  of 
the  land,  that  confiictlng  decisions  are  made 
to  annoy  those  who  may  have  settled  on 
or  near  them,  ending  not  unfrequently  in 
divesting  them  of  their  homes  ana  the  labor 
of  years  in  improving  and  enriching  them. 
Again,  these  large  proprietors,  through  their 
numerous  means,  secure  purchasers  at  high 
prices  by  holding  up  to  them  the  inducements 
of  long  time  and  easy  payments,  but  at  such 
exorbitant  rates  of  interest  (hat  many  who  are 
incited  by  the  hope  of  securing  a  permanent 
home  to  purchase  upon  these  terms  find  them- 
selves unable  to  meet  the  demands  of  a  family 
and  provide  for  the  exacting  interest,  which 
increases  with  unending  certainty  until  the 
obligation  matures,  and  finds  them  with  no 
alternative  but  the  abandonment  of  their  homes 
and  the  Hurrender  of  their  several  years  of 
honest  toil.  It  builds  up  a  landed  aristocracy 
scarcely  less  prpju<licial  to  the  interests  of  the 
State  than  the  feudalism  of  the  Middle  Ages. 

Mr..  Speaker,  I  am  not  an  opponent  of  any 


1914 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  23, 


beneGcial  system  of  improyementSy  nor  would 
I  deny  any  portion  of  our  newly  settled  fron- 
tier the  advantages  enjoyed  by  my  own  State, 
whose  gigantic  strides  to  her  present  proud 
position  among  the  States  is  so  triumphantly 
instanced  in  proof  of  the  beneficial  results  of 
the  land-grant  policy,  but  I  beg  to  remind  gen- 
tlemen that  all  that  growth,  that  increase  in 
population,  has  not  been  properly  attributed 
to  that  cause.  It  is  forgotten  in  making  these 
estimates  that  at  and  before  the  time  when 
these  land  grants  were  made  a  yolume  of  immi- 
gration was  pouring  into  that  State  which 
only  needed  to  be  continued  for  a  short  time 
to  make  her  an  empire.  That  immigration,  it  is 
true,  has  largely  increased  by  means  of  the 
more  easy  access  to  the  State,  but  such  a 
large  portion  of  it  is  due  to  the  cheap  lands 
and  superior  inducements  offered  for  settle- 
ment there,  independent  of  the  railroad  influ- 
ences, that  they  were  being  projected  through 
it  to  secure  the  carrying  trade  of  its  immense 
quantity  of  produce. 

In  1860  we  had  but  few  miles  of  road,  hav- 
ing scarcely  entered 'upon  their  construction  ; 
yet  without  their  aid  or  influence  we  had  at- 
tained a  population  but  little  short  of  seven 
hundred  thousand  people,  with  a  continual 
flow  year  by  year,  tending  to  increase  its  vol- 
ume. I  protest  against  the  common  practice 
of  attributing  that  increase  of  population  en- 
tirely to  the  impetus  given  by  these  land  grants. 
It  charges  to  that  account  all  our  presentpros- 
perity.  It  fails  to  give  credit  for  the  amount 
of  population  already  in  the  State,  and  ignores 
the  two  facts  that  it  would  in  any  event  con- 
tinue largely  to  increase,  and  also  that  a  large 
class  was  absolutely  kept  out  by  the  wholesale 
absorption  of  cheap  lands,  and  the  consequent 
elevation  in  price. 

It  has  grown  into  a  custom  in  this  country 
to  reward  the'  faithful  services  of  its  soldiers 
and  sailors  who  have  fought  for  its  preserva- 
tion by  donations  of  the  public  lands.  To 
that  method  of  their  disposal,  coupled  with 
conditions  of  actual  occupancy,  I  would  most 
cheerfully  assent,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  not 
only  a  proper  reward  for  patriotic  duty  per- 
formed, and  an  earnest  of  the  recognition  it  is 
always  wise  to  make  of  such  service,  but  it  at 
the  same  time  is  a  transfer  of  the  soil  into 
hands  whose  cultivation  of  it  in  the  proportion 
he  makes  it  contribute  to  his  own  support  will 
add  to  the  wealth  and  revenues  of  the  State. 
If  we  continue  to  dispose  of  the  public  domain 
with  the  rapidity  of  the  last  few  years  it  will 
not  be  long  till  we  will  be  deprived  of  that 
means  of  rewarding  our  heroic  defenders. 
Every  consideration  of  duty  to  them  and  safety 
and  interest  to  the  country  demands  that  a 
reasonable  portion  of  it  should  be  held  sacred 
to  that  end. 

The  public  domain  has  been,  by  grants,  by 
sale,  and  by  settlement,  reduced  to  limited 
proportions,  and  a  comparison  of  it  with  its 
once  vast  and  incomprehensible  extent  is  sug- 
gestive of  a  day  not  far  in  the  future  when  sJl 
of  it  will  be  exhausted.  If  it  shall  have  been 
divided  among  the  producing  people,  and  made 
the  instrument  of  the  fulfillment  of  the  patri- 
otic obligations  of  the  Government,  then  the 
representatives  of  the  people  charged  with  its 
disposal  will  merit  the  approval  of  ild  future 
occupants.  But  I  fear  the  pretexts  for  viola- 
tions of  that  policy  are  so  numerous  that  few 
will  escape  the  responsibility  fur  unwise  action. 
That  Government  is  the  strongest  which  most 
generally  divides  among  its  people  its  riches 
and  furnishes  them  the  means  and  opportuni- 
ties to  labor;  whose  great  fortunes  are  not 
heaped  upon  a  few  men,  but  relies  for  its  reve- 
nues upon  the  industry  of  its  people.  The 
kingdom  of  Spain  began  to  decline  in  power 
when  she  became  the  owner  of  the  richest  gold 
mines  in  the  world,  when  her  people  neglected 
agricultural  industries  to  engage  in  a  wild 
search  after  precious  metals,  and  she  furnisheB 


the  world  an  example  of  the  truth  that  labor, 
and  not  gold,  is  the  basis  of  national  wealth. 

Montesquieu,  in  speaking  of  that  once  pow- 
erful kingdom,  says: 

'*  That  most  be  a  bad  kind  of  riches  which  de- 
pends on  accident  and  not  on  the  industry  of  a 
nation,  on  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and  on 
the  cultivation  of  its  lands.  The  king  of  Spain, 
who  receives  great  sums  from  his  custom-house  at 
Cadis,  is  only  in  this  respect  a  rich  individual  in  an 
extremely  poor  State. 

"  Were  some  provinces  of  Castile  able  to  ffive  him 
a  sum  equal  to  that  of  the  cnstom-house  at  Cadis,  his 
power  would  be  mnoh  greater.  His  riches  would  be 
the  e£fect  of  the  wealth  of  the  country. 

**  These  provinces  would  animate  all  the  others, 
and  they  would  be,  all  together,  more  capable  of  sup- 
porting their  respective  charges.  Insteiad  of  a  great 
treasury  he  would  have  a  great  people." 

It  is  true,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  Territories 
and  new  States  in  the  West  are  fast  becoming 
peopled,  and,  indeed,  such  are  the  induce- 
ments they  offer  for  settlement  that  it  would 
be  so  under  any  system  ;  but  when  we  assume 
that  it  is  the  result  of  the  land  grants  made 
there,  do  we  not  give  them  undue  credit?  Are 
they  not,  instead,  in  some  cases  the  very  reason 
why  they  have  not  settled  faster?  It  is  in  spite 
of  these  obstructions,  and  not  by  reason  of 
them,  they  have  advanced. 

A  vessel  loaded  down  to  the  guards  may 
make  time  against  a  strong  current  and  a  head 
wind,  but  who  would  say  that  her  speed  is  the 
result  of  the  wind  and  current  opposed  to  her,  or 
of  the  load  she  carries?  On  the  contrary,  divest 
her  of  these,  and  her  speed  would  be  greatly  ac- 
celerated. So  the  strides  of  the  West  have  been 
magnificent.  The  transformation  of  her  waste 
and  desolate  plains  has  been  the  work  almost 
of  magic ;  but  has  she  been  freighted  with  no 
dead  weights ;  has  she  encountered  no  unwise 
and  damaging  legislation? 

As  in  the  past,  so  with  the  present,  the  action 
of  Congress  upon  the  several  bills  before  it, 
designed  to  trench  upon  the  remaining  lands, 
will  give  the  impress  to  the  communities  to  be 
hereafter  formed  out  of  them,  and  the  rapidity 
with  which  they  are  made  available  to  the 
State  by  increasing  its  wealth,  contributing 
to  its  revenue,  and  supporting  a  portion  of  its 
people,  will  largely  depend  upon  that  action. 
The  future  of  this  Kepublicis  not  to  be  compre- 
hended except  by  comparison  with  its  progress 
in  the  past.  Its  exports,  already  immense,  have 
not  reached  a  tithe  of  their  ultimate  volume. 
The  Indian  tribes  are  fast  fading  away,  and  the 
lands  they  occupy  must  become  the  subject  of 
legislation.  Their  wild  and  desolate  plains 
must  soon  begin  to  bloom  under  the  touch  of 
civilized  industry  and  cultivation.  The  enter- 
prise of  the  West  meets  that  of  the  East,  to 
people  and  enrich  them,  and  find  upon  them 
their  homes.  Shall  they  be  dedicated  to  in- 
dustry or  speculation,  to  the  people  or  monop- 
oly, is  a  question  never  of  more  importance 
than  now,  and  which  increases  in  significance 
as  we  reduce  their  extent.  Wisdom  and  ex- 
perience both  appeal  to  us  to  determine  the 
contest  in  the  interest  of  the  former. 

THE  TARIFF. 

Mr.  COTTON.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  purpose 
making  some  remarks  on  the  tariff  question, 
and  in  that  connection  stating  reasons  for 
certain  votes  I  have  given  and  fbr  some  I 
ma;^  give.  We  have  already  bad  the  oppor- 
tunity of  voting  on  propositions  to  remove 
the  duties  from  tea,  coffee,  coal,  and  salt, 
and  to  abolish  the  income  tax.  I  voted  in 
opposition  to  the  repeal  of  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee  and  to  the  repeal  of  the  income  tax, 
and  I  did  this  for  the  reason  I  believed  I 
could  render  the  people  much  better  service 
by  favoring  a  corresponding  reduction  of  the 
revenue  in  another  direction. 

TEA,  COFFKI,  AND  TBI  ZKCOMK  TAX. 

The  income  tax  affects  only  those  who  can 
conveniently  pay.  They  who  are  so  fortun- 
ate as  to  have  an  annual  income  of  more  than 
two  thousand  dollars,  afler  making  ,aU  the 
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deductions  authorized  by  law,  incloding  house 
rent  and  rent  for  places  for  business,  and  taxes, 
are  required  to  pay  income  tax,  and  then  only 
two  and  one  half  per  cent,  on  the  excess  over 
$2,000  after  these  deductions  are  made.  It 
is  provided  by  the  act  of  July  14,  1870,  that 
this  tax  shall  be  collected  for  the  years  1870 
and  1871,  and  no  longer.  Hence  I  concluded 
that  so  long  as  greater  burdens  can  be  removed 
there  was  no  occasion  for  making  baste  to 
abolish  the  tax,  which  remains  to  be  collected 
for  the  year  1871.  The  income  tax  for  1870 
was  $18,077,511  64.  The  duty  on  tea  has 
been  fifteen  cents  on  the  pound  since  January 
1,  1871,  and  prior  thereto  <;wenty-five  cents. 
The  duty  for  the  first  half  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  80,  1871,  while  the  rate  was 
twenty-five  cents,  was  $8,214,916  68,  and  for 
the  last  half,  $5,165,846  25;  total,  $8,380,- 
762  93. 

The  duty  on  coffee  has  been  three  cents  on 
the  pound  since  January  1,  1871,  and  prior  to 
that  time  five  cents.  For  the  first  six  months 
of  the  last  fiscal  year,  while  the  duty  remained 
at  five  cents,  it  amounted  to  $5,308,440  40,  and 
for  the  remaining  six  months,  $5,671,539  08; 
a  total  of  $10,979,979  48 ;  making  the  duties 
on  tea  and  cofifee  for  that  fiscal  jear  $19,360,- 
742  41.  To  remove  these  duties  and  the  in- 
come tax  is  to  reduce  the  revenue  over  thirtv- 
seven  million  dollars,  taking  the  receipts  for  the 
last  fiscal  year  as  a  criterion,  and  to  this  extent 
to  deprive  us  of  the  opportunity  of  modifying 
duties  which  are  far  more  burdensome  than 
these. 

The  average  annual  consumption  of  tea  in 
the  United  States  is  about  one  and  one  fifth 
pounds  to  each  person,  and  of  coffee  seven  and 
two  thirds  pounds.  The  duty  on  both  amounts 
to  forty  one  cents,  yet  these  light  duties  yield 
to  the  Government  above  nineteen  million  dol- 
lars of  annual  revenue.  They  are  duties  simply 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Government ;  they  ac- 
complish just  what  they  profess,  and  no  more, 
the  return  of  public  revenue ;  they  cannot  be 
said  to  be  in  the  interest  of  one  citizen  as 
against  another,  and  they  take  no  more  from 
any, one  than  they  return  to  the  Government 
less*  the  cost  of  collection.       • 

The  people  must  pay  the  requisite  amount 
of  revenue  either  in  direct  taxes,  or  indirectly, 
through  duties  on  imports.  There  is  no  more 
effectual  or  less  burdensome  mode  of  paying 
the  amount  in  duties  than  through  such  as  are 
entirely  for  the  benefit  of  the  Government. 
When  one  purchases  tea  or  coffee,  he  is  cer- 
tain that  each  pound  he  buys  has  contributed 
the  duty  imposed ;  but  when  he  purchases 
clothing  for  bis  family,  or  salt  for  his  table,  he 
knows  that  those  articles  which  are  made  in 
this  country  and  have  not  paid  duty  are  sold 
at  the  same  price  with  those  that  have,  and 
that  should  he  chance  to  purchase  an  imported 
article  there  is  included  in  the  price  the  duty 
paid  the  Government ;  but  when  he  purchases 
a  like  article  made  in  this  country  he  pays  as 
much  as  for  the  imported,  with  the  duty  added, 
but  the  Government  receives  no  pari  of  the 
price.  It  thus  becomes  uncertain  how  many 
times  consumers  of  goods  may  pay  prices 
which  include  the  duty  added  to  the  cost  of 
similar  imported  goods  before  the  duty  is  once 
received  at  the  public  Treasury.  So,  laying 
aside  for  the  present  all  other  questions,  and 
considering  simply  the  payment  by  the  peo- 
ple of  a  certain  amount  of  revenue,  this  is 
without  question  accomplished  more  directly 
when  all  that  is  taken  under  a  tariff  goes  into 
the  public  Treasury  than  where  only  an  un- 
certain part  of  what  is  so  taken  reaches  the 
Treasury.  A  law  cannot  be  constrocted  that 
will  return  money  to  the  Government  except 
the  people  contribute  it,  at  least  once;  and 
most  assuredly  any  fixed  amount  is  supplied 
more  easily  where  it  is  placed  in  the  Treas- 
ury by  once  paying  than  where  this  is  onlj 
effected  by  several  payments. 
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It  is  understood  that  after  making  due  pro- 
vision for  all  the  requirements  of  the  Govern- 
ment there  can  be  a  reduction  of  the  revenue. 
It  is  evident  that  to  the  extent  this  is  done  by 
repealing  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  to  that 
extent  we  are  deprived  of  the  opportunity  of 
reducing  other  duties  which  are  believed  to  be 
much  more  grievous.  When  we  abolish  the 
duties  on  tea  and  coffee  we  relieve  the  people 
from  paying  $19,000,000  to  the  Government ; 
but  when  we  reduce  the  duties  to  that  amount 
on  some  other  articles,  we  not  only  save 
to  them  the  $19,000,000  which  the  Govern- 
ment would  receive,  but  also  several  times 
$19,000,000  that  the  Government  would  not 
receive. 

SALT. 

To  illustrate,  take  the  duty  on  salt,  which 
for  the  last  fiscalyear  was  $1,176,837  81  on  an 
importation  of  9,977,220  bushels.  The  salt- 
makers  state  their  annual  production  at  twenty 
million  bushels.  They  sell  their  salt  for  as 
much  as  the  foreign  of  like  quality  is  sold, 
and,  as  they  recede  from  foreign  competition, 
for  more.  The  Onondaga  company  state  their 
prices  at  New  York  to  be  $1  76  to  $1  85  per 
barrel,  but  at  Albany  they  charge  $1  95  to 
$2  15,  although  nearer  their  own  works,  and 
transportation  less.  So  while  the  Government 
has  received  the  amount  of  duty  above  stated, 
the  salt  manufacturers  have  received  what  is 
equivalent  to  twice  that  amount  in  gold. 
:n  what  intbbest. 

The  New  York  Tribune,  of  February  23, 
has  an  article  which  indicates  in  what  interest 
the  movement  is  made  to  remove  the  duties 
from  tea  and  coffee.  After  mentioning  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee  of  this  House, 
the  article  proceeds  as  follows : 

**  That  committee  forthwith  addressed  itself  to  the 
task  of  revising  and  recasting  our  entire  revenue 
system,  with  primary  intent  to  reduce  taxation  and 
diminish  the  revenue,  but  it  was  understood  that 
protection  must  suffer  by  the  process.  Coal,  salL 
•Dd  several  other  protected  industries  were  bound 
to  suffer  anyhow,  while  woolens,  cottons,  and 
metals  were  in  imminent  danger.  But,  while  the 
committee  is  deliberating  and  revising,  the  Uouse 
takes  the  bit  between  its  teeth,  and,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Mbscub.  a  Pennsylvania  protectionist,  passes 
by  three  or  four  to  one,  a  bill  repealing  all  duties  on 
tea  and  coffee,  adding  these  important  articles  to  the 
free  list,  and  reducing  the  revenue  by  some  $20,000 
000  per  annum.  This  is  our  first  installment  of  the 
much  vaunted  *  revenue  reform.' " 

It  is  well  understood  that  a  number  who 
voted  to  make  tea  and  coffee  free  will  vote 
for  a  reduction  of  other  duties,  but  there  can 
be  no  question  that  the  proposition  was 
brought  forward  by  those  who  are  especially 
desirous  of  maintaining,  to  the  fullest  extent, 
the  duties  on  coal,  salt,  cottons,  woolens,  and 
metals;  and  they  understand  very  well  that 
striking  $19,000,000  from  the  revenue  in  this 
manner,  to  that  extent  blocks  the  way  to  a 
reduction  of  the  duties  on  those  articles. 

ALL  rOB  THE  LABOBEB. 

The  strangest  j^rofession  is  that  this  propo- 
sition is  in  the  interest  of  the  laborer  that 
he  may  have  these,  said  to  be,  essential  neces- 
saries free  of  duty;  while  at  the  same  time  it 
is  apparent  that  this  movement  has  been  hast- 
ened to  anticipate,  and,  if  possible,  to  prevent 
the  reduction  of  duties  on  the  laboring  jnan's 
clothing,  boots  and  shoes,  blankets,  and  even 
on  bis  salt — articles  which  are  so  essential  that 
in  comparison  with  them  tea  and  coffee  be- 
come  luxuries.  The  additional  price  that  is 
added  to  one  pair  of  blankets  unaer  the  pres- 
ent high  duty  nearly  equals  the  duty  lor  a 
year  on  the  tea  and  coffee  for  a  family. 

To  show  how  much  reality  there  is  in  the 
claim  that  taking  the  duly  from  tea  and  cof- 
fee, while  retaining  it  at  its  present  rate  on 
wool<ms  and  other  goods,  is  in  the  interest  of 
the  laborer,  it  may  bo  stated  that  according 
to  the  tables  furnished  by  the  chief  of  the 
Bureau  of  Statistics  in  his  report  on  com- 
merce and  navigation  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  80|  1871,  and  in  that  part  of  the 
report  numbered  seventeen,  the  average. du-^ 


ties  for  that  year  on  the  four  classes  of  blankets 
mentioned  in  the  tariff  act  are  87},  88},  100^, 
and  109^  per  cent.,  and  on  flannels  66},  85, 
100},  and  118}  per  cent.  The  entire  import- 
ation of  blankets  during  that  year  amounted 
to  only  $19,854  95,  the  duty  on  which  was 
$17,816  13,  and  of  flannels  the  importation  was 
$7,122  49,  on  which  the  duty  was  $5,074  65. 
The  Government  has  received  these  trifling 
amounts  of  revenue,  the  high  duties  prevent- 
ing importation  and  the  manufacturers  have 
exacted  from  the  people  very  many  times  those 
sums,  not  spapng  the  poor  or  the  laborer. 

Tea  and  coffee  are  by  no  means  as  essential 
as  clothing.  The  younger  members  of  the 
family  seldom  use  tea  or  coffee,  and  some  adults 
do  not ;  but  all  must  be  clad.  Yet  when  have 
we  heard  those  who  favor  maintaining  high 
rates  on  coal,  salt,  woolens,  cottons,  and  metals, 
express  any  sympathy  with  the  poor  man's 
family  because  the  cost  of  these  articles  pre- 
vents their  being 'warmed,  fed,  clothed,  or 
housed?  Sympathy  seems  to  be  exhausted  in 
giving  them  free  tea  and  free  coffee,  the  tariff 
on  which  yields  no  increased  profit  to  any 
manufacturer. 

BATES  OF  DtJTT. 

I  will,  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  some 
of  the  duties,  to  maintain  which  it  is  desired' 
to  remove  the  duty  from  tea  and  coffee,  and 
the  income  tax.  I  give  the  average  duties  in 
gold  as  contained  in  the  table  I  have  men- 
tioned: common  window-glass,  49},  52,  57, 
and  63}  per  cent.,  depending  on  the  sizes  oi 
the  glass.  The  principal  classes  of  cotton 
cloths  range  from  35  to  63  per  cent.;  cotton 
thread,  not  on  spools,  40  to  60  per  cent.,  and 
on  spools  71}  and  76;  alpaca  dress-goods 
for  women  and  children,  65  to  84;  gunny- 
cloth  and  gunny -bags  38  to  68  per  cent. 
Pig  iron,  40}  per  cent. ;  bar  iron,  50  and  64 ; 
rsitroad  iron,  43;  wire,  47  and  66;  common 
sheet  iron,  56  to  60;  band,  hoop,  and  scroll 
iron,  59  to  69 ;  locomotive  tire,  116 ;  mill-irons 
and  wrought  iron  for  ships  and  engines,  104; 
anchors,  57;  anvils,  44;  cables  and  cable-chains, 
72;  baiter,  trace  and  fence  chains.  60 ;  wrought- 
iron  railroad  chairs  and  nuts  and  washers, 
92;  wrought  hinges,  bed-screws,  board  nails, 
spikes  and  rivets,  62 ;  screws  for  wood,  39  and 
67 ;  cast  iron  pipe,  vessels,  stoves  and  stove- 
plates,  67 ;  hollow-ware  glazed  or  tinned,  46  ; 
galvanized  iron, 46;  steel,  31  to  48;  steel  railway 
bars,  53;  in  part  of  steel,  42;  and  needles  for 
sewing-machines,  46  per  cent.  Lead  in  sheets, 
pipes  and  shot,  56  per  cent.  Boots  and  shoes, 
under  title  **  manufactures  of  leather,''  35; 
gloves  of  ilkin  and  leather,  50 ;  oil  cloths,  85 
and  45  per  cent.  Salt  in  bulk  139,  in  sack 
85  per  cent.  The  duty  on  salt  is  18  cents  on 
the  100  pounds  in  bulk,  and  24  cents  in  sack. 
Manufactures  of  tin  35  per  cent. 

When  we  reach  the  list  of  woolen  manufac- 
tures, we  find  an  average  rate  of  duties  which 
cannot  be  very  encouraging  to  the  laborer, 
whom  those  who  ask  for  a  continuation  of 
these  duties  claim  to  have  in  their  especial 
keeping.  Cloths,  68 ;  shawls',  53 ;  flannels,  65 
to  113  ;  blankets,  87  to  109;  hats,  61  to  101 ; 
hosiery,  57  to  96 ;  shirts,  drawers,  and  other 
knit  goods,  56  to  88;  balmorals,  72  to  99; 
yarns,  81  to  94 ;  worsteds,  79  to  95 ;  women's 
and  children's  dress-goods,  wholly  or  in  part 
worsted,  65  to  69 ;  ready-made  clothing  and 
wearing  apparel  of  every  description,  wholly 
or  in  part  wool  and  worsted,  53 ;  webbings, 
beltings,  bindings,  braids,  and  buttons,  94; 
bunting,  117;  and  carpets,  50  to  72  per  cent 

For -a  time  it  was  asked  that  these  extraor- 
dinary rates  should  be  endured  upon  the 
ground  that  the  Government  had  need  of  the 
revenue.  It  caAno  be  claimed  that  this 
necessity  now  exists.  These  duties  were  ad- 
vanced at  different  times  to  enable  the  manu- 
facturers to  obtain  higher  prices  for  their 
goods,  to  compensate  them  for  direct  taxes 
which  have  since  been  removed.  At  the  time 
these  duties  were  being  thus  increased  they. 


were  regarded  as  so  excessive  that  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  assure  the  people  that 
they  were  to  be  but  temporary,  and  accord- 
ingly one  of  the  laws  which  increased  the 
duties,  the  act  of  July  14,  1862,  is  entitled 
**An  act  increasing  temporarily  the  duties  on 
imports,  and  for  other  purposes."  But  to- 
day these  duties  are  generally  higher  than 
they  were  under  that  act,  and  now  it  is  pro- 
posed to  make  them  permanent.  The  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
EiLLiNGER,]  in  a  recent  speech  in  this  House, 
alluded  to  certain  memorialists  who  are  asking 
this,  and  of  whom  he  said : 

"The  memorialists  state  they  are,  for  the  most 
part,  iron-workers,  which  designation  includes  me- 
chanics, skilled  laborers,  and  others  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  iron,  iron  machinery,  and  the  vari- 
ous branches  of  industry  of  which  that  metal  forms 
a  component  part.  They  respectfully  remonstrate 
against  any  change  in  the  existing  revenue  laws 
which  shall  reduce  or  abolish  the  duties  upon  such 
articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this  country." 

MONOPOLY. 

It  is  not  only  requested  of  Congress,  but 
claimed  as  of  right,  that  there  should  be  legis- 
lation to  create  monopoly.  There  has  beei) 
addressed  to  Congress  a  communication,  en- 
titled *' Memorial  of  the  American  Industrial 
League,"  signed  by  apresident,  a  secretary,  and 
a  treasurer,  also  by  twenty  other  officers,  part 
of  whom  are  styled  executive  committee  and 
part  vice  president  and  representative  council, 
and  in  this  memorial  we  find  the  following : 

"The  people  who  own  the  country  are  rightfully 
entitled  to  perform  the  mechanical  and  other  work 
required  to  supply  the  national  demand  fur  labor, 
and, as  American  citiiens,  we  claim  the  exclusive 
right  to  the  home  markets  of  the  country.  Wo  ask, 
therefore,  at  the  hands  of  our  representatives  such 
legislation  with  reference  to  the  tariff  as  will  secure 
to  us,  as  far  as  possible,  the  complete  monopoly  of 
the  labor  of  the  country." 

When  we  take  this  in  connection  with  the 
combinations  which  exist  among  manufac- 
turers, it  will  be  seen  in  what  position  they 
seek  to  place  the  people  of  this  country. 

In  the  Industrial  Bulletin  of  July,  1871,  is  a 
report  of  a  meeting  of  the  leading  American 
bar-iron  manufacturers,  held  at  the  Astor 
House,  New  York,  June  1,  1871,  from  which 
report  the  following  is  taken  : 

"  An  address  was  adopted  and  signed  by  forty- 
seven  of  the  proprietors  of  the  principal  rolling-mills, 
setting  forth  that  the  objects  of  their  meeting  had 
been  to  convene  the  bar-iron  manufacturers  in  order 
to  become  personally  acquainted  with  each  other; 
to  consultabout  the  depressed  and  unprofitable  state 
of  their  business  and  the  causes  thereof;  to  harmon- 
ise seemingly  conflicting  interests,  by  removing  all 
cause  for  local  jealousies  and  misunderstanding;}; 
to  adopt,  if  thought  desirable,  the  decimal  system 
per  pound  in  selling  iron ;  to  prevent,  if  practicable, 
theoeeasional  flooding  of  our  sea-board  markets  with 
western  bars,  thereby  deranging  prices  without  any 
advantage  to  the  producer:  to  examine  and  remedy 
irregularitiM  in  the  revenue  service,  by  which  Amer- 
ican manufacturers  are  deprived  of  benefit  from 
several  sizes  of  iron  usually  imported  and  supposed 
to  be  protected  by  the  tariff;  to  establish,  after  de- 
liberate consideration  of  all  the  points  involved,  a 
uniform  scale  of  prices  (to  be  added  to  the  local  mill 
^rice  for  bars)  for  all  extra  sises  of  iron  made,  and 
for  cutting  bars  to  specified  lengths — both  of  which 
have  heretofore  differed  widely  at  various  localities, 
and  in  many  instances  were  below  the  actual  cost 
of  manufacture;  to  organise  an  association  of  the 
Atlantic  States  bar-iron  mills  for  mutual  advice  and 
protection ;  and  finally  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
would  increase  and  perpetuate  the  prosperity  of  the 
bar-mills  of  the  entire  country." 

The  Industrial  Bulletin  of  February,  1872, 
contains  the  proceedings  of  the  National  As- 
sociartion  of  Bar- Iron  Manufacturers,  assem- 
bled at  the  Continental  Hotel,  Philadelphia, 
in  January  last,  and  in  these  proceedings  it  is 
said  of  the  report  of  the  secretary : 

*'  It  indicated  that  the  association  h*a8  made  Tery 
rapid  and  gratifying  advancement  since  its  organ- 
isation. Applications  have  been  received  for  mem- 
bership from  all  the  States  in  which  iron  is  manu- 
factured, with  a  faic  prospect  of  speedily  including 
every  mill  in  the  United  States." 

First,  we  have  the  claim  that  the  domestic 
manufacturers  have  the  exclusive  right  to  the 
home  market,  and  that  Congress  shall  legislate 
to  secure  to  them  this  monopoly;  second,  a 
combination  proposed  of  all  the  mills  in  the 
.United  States  engaged »in  the  same  branch  of 
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manafactaring ;  and  thitd,  the  niftgnftteA  of 
thia  combination,  <ioiiifortably  seated  at  the 
Aster  or  the  Continental,  figuring  ottt,  in  the 
language  of  the  address,  t  nnifotrm  scald  of 

E rices,  and  Congress  is  td  be  dn  dtity  oti  the 
otders  of  the  conntry  to  see  that  there  ard  ho 
invasions  by  foreigti  manufacturers  to  distul'b 
the  scale. 

The  proposition  that  Congi^ss  shall  legis- 
late  to  give  the  domestic  mannfactnrers  a 
monopoly  of  the  American  markets  is  no  less 
than  a  propositioii  that  Congress  should  join 
with  them  and  cotnpel  all  the  people  in  this 
country  to  boy  of  these  manttfactnrers,  and 
that,  too,  at  their  own  prices.  If  this  propo- 
sition also  embi^aced  a  retjuirement  that  tney 
should  sell  their  wares  to  the  people  at  cer- 
tain prices,  there  would  be  a  little  equality  in 
it ;  and  still  more,  if  it  contained  a  reciprobal 
provision  that  while  those  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture should  be  compelled  to  purchase  of  the 
manufacturers  on  the  scale  of  prices  to  be  fixed 
by  their  associatioUs,  they  should  be  required 
to  purchase  ad  equal  amount  of  the  fhrmers' 
products  at  prices  to  be  fixed  by  Msoeiations 
of  farmers. 

HOW  PBIOCfi  ABK  DXTBBKIIIXO. 

Legislation  to  create  a  riionopoly  of  the 
home  market  is  unequal  and  ilnjast*  It  en- 
ables the  manu&cturer  to  b^j  what  he  shall 
have  for  his  commodities^  while  it  leaves  the 
farmer  to  obtwa  what  he  can  for  his*  When 
a  manufacturer  sells  an  article,  the  process  of 
ascertaining  how  much  shall  be  paid  com' 
rocnces  first  with  the  price  established  by  him- 
self, which  is  such  as  aSbrds  him  a  profit  that 
he  deems  adequate,  and  then  there  is  to  be 
added  all  charges  in  making  delivery.     But 


Wh^ti  the  farmer  is  to  make  a  sale^  the  process 
is  reversed ;  it  does  not  commence  with  him, 
but  at  the  other  end  of  the  transaction.  The 
price  in  Now  York  is  first  ascertained^  a  price 
over  which  he  has  no  control,  and  then,  sub- 
tracting a  sum  sUfilcient  to  pay  for  transport- 
ing the  article  to  that  place,  he  receives  what 
is  left.  He  is  also,  in  the  manner  aboVe  Stated, 
made  to  bear  the  charges  of  the  delivery  of  the 
mantifhctured  article  he  purchases  as  well  as 
the  produce  he  sells-^charges  that  are  greatly 
enhanced  in  consequence  of  increased  cost  of 
building  and  running  railroada  and  vessels, 
resulting  fVom  present  duties. 

The  farmer  is  compelled  to  sell  his  com* 
modities  on  a  level  with  the  prices  of  the 
world.  The  prices  in  NeW  Yorfc  are  ganged 
by  those  in  Liverpool,  where  the  produce  from 
th^  western  prairies  meets  and  eodipetes  with 
like  produce  *from  France)  Russia,  and  all 
parts  of  Europe.  If  there  is  any  labor  in 
Europe  which  should  be  ddhominated  pauper 
labor,  the  formers  of  this  conntiy  are  eon- 
stantty  competing  with  it,  and  obtaining  not 
one  penny  more  for  their  grain  than  the  pan- 
per* labor  grain  brings  in  the  same  market, 

BOHB  ItABKXtS. 

It  is  said,  keep  up  the  duties  and  thus  build 
up  manufactories  and  inakd  a  home  market 
for  all  the  farm  products.  But  these  duties 
prove  to  be  obstacles  in  the  way  of  sustaining 
and  enlarging  the  mechanical  and  manufac- 
turing industries  of  the  country.  Several  that 
formerly^  were  prosperous,  among  which  ihay 
be  mentioned  the  important  one  of  ship-build- 
ing, are  destroyed  by  the  present  tariff* 

The  foreign  market  for  the  mannfaetares 
of  this  country  is  also  being  lost.    The  cost 


of  articles  made  nnder  this  tariff  is  to  great 
they  eanhot  be  sold  in  other  ooontrias  in  com- 
petition with  foreign  goods. 

Were  the  manufacturers  of  this  oonntry 
able  to  control  the  entire  domestic  market, 
and  were  the  manufacturing  force  aafficiently 
increased  to  supply  this  market,  thert  would 
still  remain  a  surplus  of  agrioultural  piroducts 
that  must  find  a  market  in  other  conntries. 
The  oonsumptive  power  of  manufaetnters  and 
their  employes  would  need  to  be  greatly  en- 
larged to  enable  them  to  consume  all  the  bread- 
stuffs  and  provisionsthatareannaaUyexiiiorted; 
and  they  must  beeome  very  destraetive  of 
clothing  in  order  to  use  the  cotton,  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  fourteen  hundred  million 
pounds,  exported  the  last  fiscal  year. 

The  manufacturers  are  not  abie,  under 
present  duties,  to  secore  the  home  market. 
The  tariff  proves  to  be  a  much  more  effective 
barrier  to  keep  oar  own  &bric8  from  getting 
ent  of  the  oonntry,  than  to  prevent  foreign 
coming  in.  By  giving  extra  profita  to  all 
classes  of  manufactar«rs  nnder  shelter  of  the 
tariff,  the  result  is  not  only  that  by  the  time 
an  article  is  eompleted  its  cost  is  so  great  it 
eanndt  be  sold  abroad,  bat  fdreign  maanfae- 
tnrers  can  import  and  sell  in  this  eonntry  most 
articles,  with  the  daty  added,  at  a  jnice  to 
compete  with  onr  costly  goods.  Foreign  sales 
of  American  goods  are  being  lost,  while  im- 
portation of  roreign  is  not  prevented.  The 
tables  of  exports  prove  that  instead  of  the  tend- 
ency being  to  enlarge  the  home  market  for 
farmers'  commodities,  it  is  the  other  way,  and 
their  exportation  is  increasing^  Ib  aapport 
of  the  above  positions  some  facta  ave  given 
from  statistics  of  the  Treasury  Depskrtmenti 


Exports  of  the  leading  Jhrm  products  for  the  fiscal  years  ending  tutie  30, 1870  and  1871^  showing  quantiHss  dnd  vakusi 


Commoditiefi. 


« 

Bread  and  breadstufb: 

Barley,  (bushels) i 

Bread  and  biscuit,  (pounds) 

Indian  corn  (bushels) ^. 

Indian  corn  meal,  (barrels) 

Oats,  (bushels) ^ 

Rye,  (bushels) «,... :..„ ; 

Bye  flour,  (barrels) 

Wheat,  (bushels) , 

Wheat  floor,  (barrels) „ 

Cotton : 

Sea-island,  bales,  (pounds) 

Other  unmanufaoturea.  bales,  (pounds)......... 

ProTisions : 

Bacon  and  hams,  (poujids) ..w. .• 

Ecef,  (pounds)... ^ 
utter,  (pounds) «...., .,.* 

Cheese,  (pounds) , 

Condensed  milk .,...» 

Lard,  (pounds) ;..... 

Meats,  preserved , « 

Pork,  (pounds), ^ 

Onions,  (bushels) 

"^*'**""W»',  VMBflueiBy  •..•...*.....•«•.........•....•..••... .....M. •...••.........•.» ...... 

Other  veffetables , ...,..,. 

Vegetables,  prepared  or  preserved....... 

"^^^""— ^■~~'^*'^^~  ■■■  11  ■     II  I  11  I    ■  I  .III.   ■«  I  *.      .    »ii     r 


!ttrelvs  months  ended 
JunedO-' 


1871. 


340,093 

18,801.624 

9,826,309 

147,572 

40,674 

6,250 

34,304,iKX> 

3.653.841 

3,212,988 

1,459,715,036 

71,446,864 

43.880,217 

3,1)^5.043 

63,698,867 

80,03737 

39.250,750 

■     56,953 

558.070 


1870. 


255.490 

10,166.510 

1,303,115 

187.003 

121,517 

167.606 

6,974 

36,584.115 

8,^.338 

5,409,780 

953,148.743 

38,968.256 
26,727.773 

2,010,288 
67,296.327 

35,806,530 

24.639.831 

69,009 

596,968 


Twelve  monthfl  ended 
JimeSi)— 


1871. 


>2n0.626 

760,637 

7,458.997 

951,830 

8;i080 

44,678 

34,ia5 

45.143,424 

24.093.184 


1.437,539 
216.889,570 

8,126.683 

8.825,660 

853,096 

8,752,990 

91.624 

10,563.020 

208,362 

4.302,320 

79,114 

432,815 

102,747 

22,013 


1870. 


$140,612 

,681.046 

1,287.57& 

935,676 

i6.528 

178.275 

38,458 

47.in.229 

il.ie9.598 

2.906.4ji3 

a24.m«i9i 

6,123.113 

1,989.778 
592.229 

8,881,934 
140.099 

5^938,397 
813.757 

3,253.1.37 

98.9(9 

412.488 

63,115 

97.8^ 


The  following  ate  the  valaes  of  like  exports 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  80, 18C0,  under 
a  low  tariff: 

Bread  and  br^idstuSs  t  • 

Bread  and  biscuits $(78.7o0 

Indian  corn 2,:;Jl».8n8 

Indian  corn-meal 912,075 

Rye  flour ., 4»S,172 

Kye,  oats,  and  other  grain  and  pulse....  1,05^S„>)4 

Wheat : 4,^n^^0i 

Wheat  flour 16,44S.f>07 

Clover-seed,  rarden-seeds,  and  all  other..  5^.919 

Cotton,  unmanufactured 191,80f>.555 

Fruits,  all  kinds .i 206,066 

Provisions; 

Bacon  and  bams 2.273,768 

Beef 2.674.3J4 

Butter 1.144.321 

Cheese 1.6(>r(>;0 

Lard 4.64o.?>;5l 

Pork , 3,132.313 

Potatoes  and  other  vegetables 394.534 

By  comparing  the  above  with  the, table  for 


1870  and  1871,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  farmers 
are  becoming  still  more  dependent  on  foreign 
markets,  and  their  Exports  are  increasing  at  a 
rapid  rate. 

Let  us  see  what  the  domestic  manufacturers 
are  doiog  in  tlie  wav  of  sustaining  their  sales 
abroad.  I  take  their  exportations  for  the 
fiscal  year  ending  June  80, 1860,  under  a  low 
tariff*,  and  for  the  year  ending  June  BO^  1871j 
under  a  high  tariff: 

1860.  1871. 

Carriages,  and  parts  of. $316,973  $201,910 

Clothing 525.175  818.085 

Copper  and  brass,  manufactures 

of 1.664.122  1,126,217 

Cotton,  manufactures  of. 10.9  '4.7iw>  3,5oS,130 

Glass  and  glass  ware 277,^>48  466.447 

Hats,  caps,  and  bonnets 211.602  224.313 

Uemp  cordage 244^.572  190,946 

All  other  manufactures  of 27,814  Sr),WQ 

India-rubber,  mannfaotores  of.. ..  240,841  163,964 


mo. 


8,909,219 


Iron,  and  mannfii^tiires  of. 5,514,288 

Locomotives,  flre^nginefl,  and 
other  machinery  ..................       9,948 

,  Nails I88;75l 

Leather,     and      manufactures 

of........ .. 693»8ai> 

Boot«  and  shoes 782,525 

Saddlery  and  harness 71,332 

Household  furniture 1,079,114 

Other       manofaotnres       of 

,,   wood 2,703,095 

Marble  and  stone,  manufactures 

of. 176,289 

Printinc  prosnt  and  types........    157,124 

It  thus  appears  that  in  nearly 
stances  the  manufacturers  are  falling  behind 
in  their  foreign  trade,  and  that  the  amount 
in  dollars  of  such  sales  is  less  with  the 
present  high  prices  and  in  eurreney  than  it 
was  in  1860  in  gold,  fiow  is  it  with  ~ 
tmde? 


687,025 
259.324 

653,747 

445.4^6 

795.1S2 

1,110.091 

1.023,831 

187.613 
127.U0 

all    in- 


1872. 


OTB  CONGBKSSIONAIi  GLOBE. 


191T 


ImportaHom  of  foreign  go6d$^  9h<n^ng  g!uanlUU»  and  gtid  wiiuta. 


Oommoditiei. 


^^ 


Cotton.  mMivnelorM  of:    ,  ^ 
3l€aohed  Mid  unbleaohad,  (aqmure  yarday. ............ 

jftida)... 


mmm^— 


\9*m% 


Printed,  painted,  or  oolond.  U4aare 

^lonaTT*  snifuit  aad  QPftwavSa.*... ....... .....a... ...M*. *••••• 

Jeans,  deninu,  drillings,  ika..  (■qnara  yards). .^ 

Mannfaatnrss  not  speei|iad ...«.................m...... 

Flax,  maanfiMliiras  of; 

By  ysjrd ......••••m..,...,..m*<..>»». 

Other  raanafactares , 

Glass  and  glasswares  I 
Oylittder.  erown,  or  oonmon  wtadow,  (peniids). — 
Oylittder  and  crown,  polished,  (sqaare  reet).«... 
Piuted,  rolled,  or  roagh  plats,  (sqaare  fsat)..,... 

Hast  polished  plats,  not  silvered,  (sqaara  i^et) 
ast  polished  plats,  silvered,  (squave  fbet) 

Maaafaotnres  do(  speolfied ,.. 

Jron  and  steel,  and  mannfaetttrsf  oft 

Pig  iron,  (pounds). ....,.,... 

Castings,  (pounds) - 

Bar  iron,  (pounds) „ 

Boiler  iron,  (pounds) 

Band,  hoop,  and  soroll  iron,  (pounds) 

Railroad  bars  or  rails,  (poinds) „ ,,,, 

Sheet  iron,  (pounds) ., 

Sid  and  scrap  iron,  (tous)... ....,, 
[ardware.... »....., , 

Anchors,  cables,  and  chains  of  all  kinds,  (pounds). 

3a  9iChinery.....t.M. •••..«»  ..••••«. •■...••..•.«.........,».,(•.•• 

Muskets,  pistols,  rifles,  and>sporting-gunB 

Steel  ingots,  bars,  sheets,  and  wire ...,. 

iC:ii::::::::rz::::=:::-:::::::-=-z:: 

Saws  and  tools ., ,. 

Iklanufiioturee  of  iron  and  steel  not  specified ,. 

lieathcr  and  leather  goods  i 

Leather  of  all  kinds,  (pounds) ......m 

Qloves  of  kid  and  obeveril,  (dosen  pairs) 

All  other  gloves  of  skin  or  leather,  (dosei)  pa|re)... 

All  other  manufactures  of. ..............^ ,.f...f 

Paper  and  manufactures  of: 

Printing-paper,  (pounds) 

Writing-paper , ,....., 

Other  paper 

Papier-maehe  and  allother  manufactures  of  paper 

and  including  parchment , 

Silk,  manufactures  of: 

J>re89  and  piece-goods 

Hosiery,  shirts,  and  drawers 

Manufactures  not  specified 

Wool,  sheep's;  goats'  aod  camels'  \i9Xt^  vnaniiDAC- 
tures  of: 

Cloths  and  eassimercs .,..., ,. 

Shawls ,., 

Carpets,  (square  yards) , , 

Dress-goods,  (square  yards) ,., „. ,. 

Hosiery,  shirts,  and  drawers .«..„ .,.,... 

Manoiaetures  not  elsewhere  specified 


7  welva  months  •p4«4 


a  months  < 
June  30— 


IWl. 


M.068.0a8 
PiaeO|l46 


l.< 


80^996,083 

67.822 

873,117 

1.850.288 

2.518.562 


409,031,403 

n[  098,838 
"i?4U29 


156.805 
11,049,699 


9,8Tr,448 
384,^55 
2l9,81d 

«.63-J,324 


■  I.'  I .'  • 


r^;a 


1870. 


a9.S0({,164 
30,m;K9 

6.838,611 


34,871.819 

47,971 

800,369 

1.428,946 

2,367,979 

848.364,457 

866  6j3 

158.261,818 

1.974.603 

13,586,425 

626,676,610 

26,419,209 

148,686 

W,248,eTr 


83,315 
721,093 


8,729,904 
61.3(32,0;H 


Twelve  months  f  nded 


1871, 


1698.679 

4.883.622 

3,634,316 

6,066,963 

787,251 

16,686,450 

«l§ 

1,447.292 

16.738 

26,191 

919,435 

651,487 

1,208,477 

8,106.490 
32,679 

*'M 

606,497 

17,660.297 

010,809 

8,783,636 
141,405 
472,28*> 
907.371 
706.*)88 

3,750.702 

l.&5d,;«l 

604,153 

5.14,846 

4,883,076 

6,994,255 

3.692,972 

1,007.234 

705.5T3 

218.833 

27,784 

619.071) 

724.424 

18.209,742 

186,397 

13,944,86:< 


10.902,761 
2,160.aS7 
4,691.260 

18,686,874 

688.770 

6,844,420 


1870, 


1456.163 

8,928.666 

4,003.087 

4,734,478 

818.906 

9,896,769 

12.716,656 
3.536,506 

1,469,067 

18  501 

24!684 

820,252 

615,347 

1,219.783 

^,509,280 
20.^ 

3.156.^ 

50.968 

280,665 

9,6C9.57l 
991,655 

8,171.831 
203.121 
462,177 
914,018 
6a},185 

2,342.408 

i.695.233 
553.581 
212,8131 

6.821.862 

6.728.028 

8.051469 

351,597 

713,046 

49,582 

"480 

094 

693.627 

U624.S53 

33,906 

11,?S.789 


7,671,013 

+.867,874 
3.940,707 

15.447.960 

441,598 

6.043,965 


The  aboTe  shows  to  what  extent  this  country 
18  being  supplied  from  abroad;  and  that  the 
mannfactorieS)  while  relying  on  congressional 
guardianship  instead  of  skijl  and  energy,  are 
becoming  unable  to  sustain  Uieir  trade  at  home 
or  abroad.  There  theii  appears  no  prospect 
thtft  this  tariff  will  cause  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing in  this  country  to  become  so  great  as 
to  result  in  the  consumption  of  all  the  agricul- 
tural products.^  Here  X  will  refer  to  what  I 
have  several  times  heard  repeatedi  that  tbo 
reduction  of  duty  from  January  1,  1871,  on 

gig  iron  from  pine  to  seven  dollars  per  ton 
as  caused  a  redaction  in  the  amount  pro- 
duced in  this  oountiy,  by  discouraging  those 
engaged  in  that  business,  and  thus  resulted  in 
advancing  tho  price.  The  secretary  of  the 
National  Association  of  Bar  Iron  Manufiu:- 
tarerg  (see  Industrial  Bulletiui  February, 
1872})  oontradictQ  tbl9  position  in  the  follow- 
ing  worda : 


••i 


The  production  of  pis  iron  in  the  Uqited  States 
for  1871  will  probably  pot  ekoeed  2,860,0)0  tona^  oj 


250,000  tons  leps  than  would  h»vo  been  the  oiuie  iad 
it  not  bean  for  toe  atnke  of  the  minera  In  PeoDsyK 
▼aoia  in  Wl,  durinc  whiQh  period  tl)|rty  fumaees 
were  out  of  blsst." 

This  admits  thM  the  de^cienoy  in  the  pro- 
daction  arose  from  «  disagreement  between 
the  iron-masters  and  their  hands  in  relation  to 
the  wagee  that  should  be  paid  the  laborers. 

In  a  letter  in  Forney's  Press  of  December 
14,  1871,  from  the  secretary  of  the  Eastern 
Iron- Masters'  Auoeiation,  it  is  stated  that  aa 
opportunity  was  afforded  the  American  iron 
manufactoren  to  resume  work  at  an  increased 
price  by  reason  of  recent  strikes  in  Great  BriU 


i|in  and  Germany,  which  enhanced  the  cost 
of  iron  there  and  diminished  exports  to  this 

country. 

noHi  iNDusTaiBs, 

We  are  told  high  duties  should  be  maintained 
to  encoar^e  hon^e  industries  q»nd  to  diteraify 
Amerioan  industry. 

What  are  home  industries?  An  eminent 
theologian  gave  as  a  definition  of  orthodoxy, 
thiit  it  meant  a  man's  own  doxy,  while  hetero- 
doxy signified  some  other  man's  doxy.  With 
those  who  wish  legislation  in  the  especial 
interest  of  their  particular  business,  their  indus- 
tries are  the  home  industries.  The  American 
Industrial  League  understands  home  industries 
to  be  those  embraced  in  the  league.  A  short 
time  since  mv  attention  was  called  to  this  con- 
struction of  the  term  '^  home  industry.'' 

After  reoeivi'ng  letters  from  peveral  gentle- 
men en^ged  in  publishing  newspapers,  asking 
that  their  business  be  relieved  from  immoderate 
charges  for  t;yne  by  abolishing  the  duty  on  the 
same,  I  introduced  a  bill  to  make  ^pe  and 
type-metal  free.  The  next  day  I  heard  pre- 
sented in  one  of  the  Houses  of  Congress  a 
memorial  of  6.  Miller,  type-founder,  and  fif- 
teen otherSfWorkersin  his  establishment  in  the 
city  of  St.  Paul,  Minnesotih  which  stated  that 
thej  remonstrated  against  any  change  in  the 
tariff  laws  abating  the  duties  on  printing  types, 
now  suecessfoUy  produced  in  American  foand- 
eries,  and  prayed  a  repeal  of  all  duties  on  the 
raw  material  used  in^the  production  of  type, 
namely,  tin»  antimony,  and  type-metal,  so  that 
home  industries  mav  be  fostered  and  defended. 
The  proprietor  of  the  foundeiy  and  his  fifteen 


hands  are,  in  thi*  viewt  eng^ed  in  home  in* 
dustryi  while  the  many  hundredsan  Minnesota 
who  use  ^pe  in  their  daily  labors  are  not  so 
regarded.  The  duty  on  type,  type-metal|  and 
etereotype^plates  is  twenty-five  per  cent,  in 
gold,  The  entire  importation  of  all  these  for 
the  last  fiscal  year  was  $41,150,  on  which  the 
Government  receiyed  in  duties  $10,^87  &0. 
The  type-founders  have  a  monopoly,  are  in  a 
position  to  set  their  own  prices  against  the 

Erinters,  They  see  in  this  most  clearly  that 
ome  induQtrieA  l^re  being  fostered* 
We  have  an  instance  of  the  orthodox  view 
of  defending  home  industries  in  the  memorial 
of  the  m&nuie^turers  of  mpirocoo  from  goal 
and  sheep  skins.  After  protesting  against  any 
reduction  of  duty  on  foreign  morocooi  then 
comes  this : 

**Yojir  petitjonen  )U«o  state  to  your  bonorabU 
body  that  foreign  Isf tins  and  serge  goods  for  maf^' 
ing  the  upperd  of  boots  and  shoes  now  come  in 
direotcompetition  with  their  leather  proddotion,  and 
the  reduotion  of  datiee  on  those  srticles  will  seriously 
damage  oar  industry,  as  shoes  con  already  be  cut 
from  fastings  at  less  than  half  the  price  of  morocco, 
even  with  the  present  duty." 

These  men  not  only  ask  to  have  the  duty  kept 
up  on  what  they  are  making,  but  that  Oongress 
shall  deny  to  the  people  the  opportunity  of 
purchasing  at  reduced  prices  boots  and  shoes 
mad^  of  material  whfch  they  do  not  manufac- 
ture; that  the  people  may  be  compelled  to 
wear  morocco  and  at  increased  cost.  Thev  ask 
that  the  women  and  the  children  who  would  like 
cheap  cloth  shoes  shall  be  denied  them  by 
the  Congress  of  the  nation ,  although  increas- 
ing the  number  of  those  who  must  go  without 
shoes,  to  the  end  that  high  prices  may  be  had 
by  the  few  engaged  in  the  mannfhcture  of 
morocco  from  goat  and  sheep  skins,  ^d  fill  in 
the  name  of  home  industry, 

^  When  we  look  through  the  several  memo- 
rials that  are  sent  here  by  those  following 
particular  trades,  asking  high  duties  for  their 
benefit,  we  find  the  same  exhibition  of  selfish- 
ness that  is  shown  in  the  memorial  of  the  mo- 
rocco men,  being  nothing  less  than  requests 
that  Congress  shall  aid  the  memorialists  to 
obtain  belter  prices  than  they  otherwise  could. 
The  tradea  of  these  memorialists  constitute 
all  that  they  recognize  as  home  industries, 
and  a  friend  of  home  industries  is  one  who 
will  legislate  to  keep  up  their  prices. 

^  X  have  yet  to  see  a  memorial  against  reduc- 
tion of  duties  which  is  based  on  any  higher  or 
less  selfish  plea  than  that  of  obtaining  large 
prices  find  preventing  the  people  from  pur- 
chasing at  less  prices.  The  memorialists  in 
their  communications  do  not  propose,  in  case 
the  tariff  is  kept  up,  to  do  better  by  the  people 
in  the  way  of  prices  tbai>  would  foreign  manu- 
facturers, they  do  not  propose  even  to  do  as 
well,  but  simply  say,  uphold  the  tariff  that  they 
may  have  their  prices.  What  they  receive 
the  people  must  pay.  They  ask  a  high  tariff 
that  they  may  make  the  people  pay  the  more. 
The  man  who  does  not  join  with  them  is  an 
enemy  of  home  industry.  Unless  he  will  legis- 
late to  make  nine  industrious  American  citi- 
Eens  purchase  of  the  tenth  citizen  what  he 
makes  for  salC)  and  at  his  own  price ;  unless 
he  will  legislate  to  the  injury  of  nine  Ameri- 
can industries  for  the  undue  advantage  of  one 
industry,  he  is  hostile  to  American  industries. 
The  industries  of  this  country  include  nearly 
all  the  people.  But  few  are  idle.  Almost  every 
one  has  some  industry  that  he  is  regularly  pur- 
suing. If  we  limit  industries  so  as  to  embrace 
only  those  whieh  make  or  produce  something, 
we  will  find  that  the  classes  of  those  who  ask 
high  duties  for  their  advantage  will  form  but 
a  small  portion.  Those  engaged  in  agricul- 
ture may  certainly  claim  that  theirs  is  one  of 
the  home  industries,  as  they  produce  more 
than  half  of  the  annual  value  or  the  products 
of  the  industry  of  this  nation. 

Much  the  larger  proportion  of  mechanics 
and  mannfactnrers  is  also  engaged  in  business 
other  than  that,  to  help  which  high  duties  are 
enacted.  Carpenters  and  masons,  machin- 
ists) fonnderymen,  wagon  and  carriageLmakers, 
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manufactarers  of  agricultural  implements,  and 
the  many  tradesmen  who  are  engaged  in  work- 
ing up  cloths,  leather,  iron,  and  steel,  6nd 
high  daties  detrimental.  The  cost  of  their 
material  is  enhanced  thereby.  More  capital 
becomes  necessary,  and  they  must  either  sell 
what  they  make  at  less  profit  or  advance  their 
prices,  resulting  in  diminished  sales.  They 
endeavor,  no  doubt,  to  add  to  the  price  suffi- 
cient to  maintain  their  usual  profits,  and  in  the 
end  the  consumer  must  pay  the  increased  cost. 

MAMUFACTUREItS'  PBOTBST. 

Many  of  those  who  are  supposed  to  be  in- 
cluded in  the  lts(  of  favorites  uoder  our  high 
tariff  are  coming  out  and  declaring  that  it  is 
an  actual  injury  to  them  ;  that  in  the  attempt 
to  favor  this  interest  and  that  interest,  in  the 
way  of  a  round  duty  to  give  a  margin  for  a 
good  price,  there  comes  such  a  conflict  of  pro- 
tections that  it  works  injuriously  to  those  who 
are  supposed  to  be  benefited.  Conspicuous 
among  these  are  the  many  boot  and  shoe 
manufacturers  of  Linn,  Beverly,  Worcester, 
Haverhill,  Boston,  and  Marblehead,  Massa- 
chusetts ;  and  of  Dover  and  Portsmouth,  New 
Hampshire.  They  have  published  a  protest  in 
which  they  make  this  statement: 

"  The  combined  taxes  upon  all  the  articles  form- 
ing tbo  materials  of  our  industry  yield  the  Oovern- 
ment  a  revenue  of  only  $3,500,000,  while  they  impose 
upon  the  manufacturers  of  boots  and  shoes  a  tax  of 
$18,000,000— which  must  eventually  be  paid  by  the 
wearers  of  these  necessary  articles. 

**  The  direct  consequence  of  thcze  protective  taxes 
is  such  an  increase  in  the  cost  of  our  produots  as 
prevcbts  our  competins  with  the  manufacturers  of 
Doo's  and  shoes  in  other  countries.  Of  late  years 
there  has  been  an  increase  of  twenty-five  per  cent, 
in  the  productive  power  of  a  given  amount  of  cap- 
ital and  labor  engaged  in  our  manufacture  through 
improved  machinery  and  new  processes.  This  gain, 
which  should  have  resulted  in  cheaper  boots  and 
shoes,  has  been  completely  nullified  by  protective 
taxes.  The  legislation  of  our  own  country  has  driven 
our  products  from  the  markets  of  Canada,  Mexico, 
the  West  Indies,  and  South  America,  which  we  had 
enjoyed  for  more  than  a  century.  It  has  transferred 
the  manufacture  of  our  produots  to  a  great  degree  to 
Canada,  where  it  enjoys  greater  advantages,  and  is 
subject  to  fewer  impediments  in  the  prosecution  of 
business.  Thus  our  country  baa  to  this  extent  lost 
the  benefits  of  this  industry  and  given  her  wealth 
to  others,  through  a  system  of  tariff  taxtion.  pro- 
fessedly framed  to  foster  and  encourage  American 
industry,  but  which  expels  it  from  America  and 
increases  the  wealth  of  other  nations. 

"In  addition  to  the  direct  influences  of  the  tariff 
upon  our  production,  the  system  of  protective  duties 
indirectly  imposra  grievous  burdens  upon  it  by  in- 
creasing the  cost  of  our  buildings,  engines,  machin- 
ery, tools,  and  supplies,  as  well  as  railroad  trans- 
J»ortation.  It  raises  the  price  of  house  rent,  fuel, 
bod,  clothing,  and  all  supplies,  so  as  to  render  ex- 
travagant wages  a  necessity  to  our  workmen.  This 
apparent  increase  of  wages,  however,  yields  no  sub- 
stantial benefit  to  our  workmen,  because  it  is  ail 
consumed  in  the  enhanced  cost  of  living. 

"  We  believe  that  an  entire  removal  of  all  pro- 
tective duties  would  greatly  advance  our  industry, 
as  we  should  then  havo  the  markets  of  the  world 
in  which  to  sell  our  products,  thus  largely  increasing 
the  labor  employed  and  the  profits  of  manufacturing. 
We,  moreover,  believe  that  the  enhanced  wealth 
and  comfort  of  our  own  people,  consequent  upon  a 
change  of  system,  would  be  evidenoed  in  an  in- 
creased consumption  of  our  goods." 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  annual  pro- 
ductive value  of  the  boot  and  shoe  industry  of 
this  country  exceeds  $100,000,000  exclusive 
of  the  material  used  in  that  business,  it  will  be 
understood  how  much  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try pay  extra  for  their  boots  and  shoes  in  con- 
sequence of  high  duties,  when,  as  is  stated  in 
this  protest,  the  twenty-five  per  cent,  decrease 
in  cost  of  production,  which  should  be  deducted 
from  the  price  of  boots  and  shoes,  is  now  lost 
to  consumers.  I  thiuk  the  experience  of  pur- 
chasers is  that  they  are  not  only  losing  this 
twenty-five  per  ceuL  of  which  they  should  have 
the  benefit,  but  that  they  are  paying  quite  an 
additional  per  cent,  more  for  boots  and  shoes 
than  they  did  twelve  years  since. 

Next  come  quite  a  number  of  woolen  man- 
ufacturers of  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Vermont,  who,  in  a  communication  to  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee,  set  forth  theun* 
favorable  effect  of  the  tariff  on  their  business. 
One  of  these,  Edward  Harris,  of  Woonsocket, 
Rhode  Island,  the  annual  product  of  whose 
mills  amounts  to  $1,000,000,  also  addresses 
a  separate  communicaaon  to  the  Committee 


of  Ways  and  Means,  from  which  I  take  the 
following  statements: 

**  It  is  my  sincere  belief,  based  upon  long  expe- 
rience in  the  manufacture,  that  with  absolute  free 
trade  we  should  not  only  be  able  to  pay  higher  wages 
to  operatives  in  woolen  mills,  butalso  to  supply  them 
and  all  consumers  with  oloth  at  much  lower  rates. 
Nor  am  I  alone  in  this  belier.  Statements  of  other 
manufacturers,  which  are  appended,  accord  with  my 
own  knowledge  that  the  cost  of  labor  is  only  fifteen  to 
sixteen  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  woolen  goods,  while 
the  materials  eost  seventy-five  per  cent.  If  by  using 
one  third  foreign  wool,  free  of  duty,  we  could  re- 
duce the  cost  of  that  part  of  the  materials  alone  as 
much  as  the  present  duty  adds  to  the  cost  of  scoured 
wool,  we  could  save  in  that  one  item  as  much  as  the 
whole  sum  we  now  pay  for  labor  to  the  yard  of 
cloth,  eould  make  better  goods,  and.  selling  them  at 
lower  rates,  could  still  add  materially  to  the  7ages 
of  labor.  Meanwhile,  being  free  to  manufacture 
many  kinds  of  goods  which  we  cannot  now  make,  we 
could  use  far  more  native  wool  than  the  manufac- 
ture can  now  consume  at  remunerative  prices.  In 
fact,  we  could  not  only  supply  our  domestic  con- 
sumption, but  eould  soon  compete  in  foreign  mar- 
kets with  the  products  of  foreign  looms. 

"  We  have  attempted  by  a  tariff  to  fix  an  arbitrary 
price  upon  foreign  goods  high  enough  to  shelter  the 
grower  from  competition  with  foreign  cloths.  If 
there  were  no  tariff  on  anything  but  wool  and  wool- 
ens, this  might  be  done.  But  no  protective  tariff 
con  exist  in  this  country  which  docs  not  aim  to  favor 
many  and  large  interests.  The  attempted  benefit 
to  each  of  these  involves  a  burden  upon  all  the  rest 
of  the  community.  In  the  end,  the  aggregate  of 
these  burdens  borne  by  an:^  interest  becomes  greater 
than  the  benefits  it  can  derive.  The  protection  given 
is  more  than  neutralised  by  the  restriction  in  free- 
dom of  work  and  growth,  the  confinement  to  one 
market  for  products,  and  the  increase  in  the  cost  of 
production.  The  woolen  manufacturers  euffer  not 
only  from  duties  on  wool,  but  from  a  multitude  of 
taxes  designed  to  benefit  a  multitude  of  other  inter- 
ests. The  increased  cost  of  dyes,  drugs,  and  other 
materials,  of  coal  and  power,  of  m|ichinery  and 
buildings,  of  interest,  rent,  and  of  livmg,  increases 
the  disadvantage  under  which  he  labors. 

**In  the  end,  as  we  firmly  believe,  and  as  the  facts 
presented  show,  be  finds  himself  worse  off  than  ho 
would  under  absolute  free  trade,  and  far  worse  off 
than  under  a  moderate  tariff  for  revenue.  In  his 
embarrassments  and  misfortunes  the  wool-growers 
of  the  country  must  inevitably  share.  As  the  manu- 
facture, cramped  by  specific  duties,  degenerates  into 
lower  classes  and  larger  admixtures,  the  grower  also 
is  forced  to  produce  coarser  and  'less  varied  wools. 
Scarcely  any  goods  are  now  made  in  this  country 
worth  over  $2  50  per  yard,  because  the  manufacturer 
cannot  afford  to  use  the  foreign  wool  necessary  to 
such  goods.  With  such  wool  free,  we  could  make 
cloths  in  competition  with  the  very  best  and  finest 
of  other  lands.  But  becauMe  we  cannot  use  the  fine 
wools,  the  price  of  fine  wool  has  advanced  scarcely 
any  since  1860,  while  the  price  of  coarser  wool  has 
Improved  much  more.  Thus,  the  change  from  Octo- 
ber, 1860,  to  January,  1871,  was: 

1860. 
Centt  per  pound. 

Saxony  fleece 54@5S  gold. 

Full-blood  merino.. ..48^52  gold. 

No.  1  pulled 2m30  gold. 

California  ttnwa8hed.24@a2  gold. 

"Because  the  manufacturer  cannot  use  the  fine 
wool,  its  growth  has  almost  wholly  ceased,  in  spite 
of  its  especial  protection.  Because  he  can  use  the 
coarser  wool,  it  being  less  protected,  its  growth  con- 
tinues. The  higher  duties  have  killed.  The  lower 
alone  have  permitted  improvement  of  price  or  pro- 
duction. But  growth  and  manufacture  both  have 
degenerated. 

The  effect  upon  the  consumer  is  a  consideration 


1871. 
0ent9  per  pound, 
57@60  currency. 
52@55  currency. 
35^40  currency. 
atmSS  currency. 


whieh  the  committee  will  not  overlook.  It  is  true, 
reduction  of  duties  would  rather  seenre  more  honest 
and  durable  fabrics  than  lower  prices  to  the  oon- 
sumers  of  some  qualities.    But  on  other  kinds  of 

?:oods,  especially  of  blankets,  carpets,  and  ooaner 
abrics,  used  by  the  poorer  classes,  the  tax  is  op- 
pressive and  enormous.  We  have  seen  that  it  gives 
no  benefit  to  the  grower,  and  only  injures  the  man- 
ufacture as  a  whole.  Yet  substantial  suits  of  olothes. 
which  can  be  bought  in  Canada  or  England  for  fif- 
teen to  eighteen  dollars,  now  cost  to  oonsameis  ia 
this  country  thirty  to  fifty  dollars,  and  man/  a  wool- 
grower  actually  pays  a  tax  on  every  suit  of  clothes, 
carpet,  or  pair  of  blankets  he  buys  larger  than  the 
whole  sum  that  be  imagines  that  he  realises,  but 
does  not  in  truth  realise,  from  the  duties  on  wool. 
Ue  is  plundered  by  the  tariff  when  he  sells  his  wool 
or  slaughters  his  sheep.  He  is  plundered  still  more 
when  he  buys  woolen  goods.  The  mannfaeturer 
would  gladly  sell  him  better  cloth  at  lower  priees, 
and  yet  pay  higher  wages  to  labor,  if  only  we  ooald 
be  free  to  use  foreign  wool  in  mixture  with  our  own. 

"  Is  is  but  just  to  growers  and  all  wooi-oloth  man- 
ufacturers alike  to  state  that  the  present  ruinous 
tariff  was  not  devised  by  them  or  either  of  them. 
At  the  convention  by  which  it  was  recommended 
both  were  scarcely  represented.  Mannfaotorers  of 
the  most  experience,  such  as  H.  M.  Slater,  repre- 
senting Samuel  Slater  Jk  Sons.  R.  O.  Hasar,  and 
others,  opposed  this  tariff  earnestly.  My  own  name 
was  appended  to  the  report  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee recommending  it  without  my  knowledge  or 
consent.  This  tariff  was  devised  by  carpet  and 
blankets  makers,  who  pretended  to  be  the  National 
Woolen  Manufacturers  Association,  in  oombination 
with  certain  persons  who  raised  fine  books  and 
wished  to  sell  them  at  high  prices,  and  who  acted  in 
the  name  of  the  National  Wool-Growers'  Assooia- 
tion. 

**  The  main  argument  of  those  who  advoeate  pri- 
vation under  the  pretense  of  protection  is  that  oar 
laborers  are  and  ought  to  be  paid  thirty -threepw 
cent,  higher  wages  than  those  of  Great  Britain.  This 
statement  is  true  in  part,  but  the  usual  inforenee 
from  it  is  false;  it  does  not  follow  that  the  coat  of 
labor  in  the  goods  is  thirty- three  percent,  morethaa 
in  England.  We  do  pay  higher  waces  because 
we  accomplish  more  of  our  work  by  machinery,  and 
can  therefore  very  well  afford  to  do  so :  but  even  if 
thirty-three  per  cent,  higher  wa#es  actually  repre- 
sented thirty-three  per  cent,  difference  in  the  cost  of. 
labor,  it  amounts  to  but  six  cents  a  yard  upon  ea»- 
simere  of  the  best  quality;  and  the  expenditure 
which  our  English  and  German  eompetitors  mnst 
make  to  get  their  goods  to  this  market  is  equal,  if 
not  greater,  than  this  small  difference. 

"  In  appending  my  name  to  this  memorial,  I  beg 
leave  to  state  that  I  have  been  a  manufacturer  of 
woolen  goods  for  over  forty  years,  and  nearly  all  I 
possess  is  invested  in  this  manufacture.  My  exi^eri- 
ence  of  tariff  legislation  covers  all  the  tariff  acts  sinee 
1832,  and  I  fully  believe  that  the  best  protection 
which  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  can  extend 
to  me  and  to  those  persons  whom  I  employ,  number- 
ing between  eightand  nine  hundred,  (many  of  whom 
have  been  with  me  from  twenty  to  thirty  years,^  is 
to  pass  simple  and  equitable  laws  for  the  collection 
of  the  national  revenue,  which  shall  interfeco  with 
our  pursuits  as  little  as  possible,  even  for  the  ostensi- 
ble purpose  of  protecting  us." 

▲MBBlCAir  SHIPFINO. 

A  statement  of  the  tonnage  engaged  in  the 
foreign  trade  of  the  United  States  for  the  last 
twentj-one  years  shows  how  the  American 
shipping  interest  fares.  From  1850  to  1860  it 
increased,  but  declined  from  the  enactment  of 
the  high  tariff  in  1861.  It  is  true  there  vas 
good  cause  for  its  reduction  during  the  war ; 
but  since  the  war  the  reduction  has  continued. 


Statement  thawing  the  percentage  of  total  tonnage  engaged  in  the  foreign  trade  of  the  United  Staiee  belonging  to 

the  principal  natione  repreeented. 


Tear. 


1860 „„ 

1861 

1852 : 

1853 

1854 

1866.. 

1856 

1857 „ 

1858 

1859 

1860 « 

1861 « 

1862 

1863. « 

1864 - 

1865 

1866 

18{)7 

1868.. ., 

1869 A 

1870 

1871 


s 

a 


69.77 

61.73 

61.17 

62.93 

64.38 

65.40 

64.13 

65.23 

64.90 

67.18 

70.83 

68.87 

68.56 

61.37 

46.06 

46.70 

43.29 

43.90 

44.52 

38.75 

38.16 

37.62 


.a 
.3 


82.67 
30.74 
31.74 
30.46 
29.12 
28.82 
30.84 
28.96 
28.01 
26.72 
23,84 
25:82 
25,66 
31.12 
44.79 
46.U9 
47.10 
46.79 
45.85 
60.55 
50.46 
52.86 


a 
cs 

g 


2.20 

2.61 

2.99 

2.91 

3.47 

3.05 

2.30 

2.92 

3.16 

3.26 

2.83 

3.21 

3.82 

4.60 

4.84 

3.76 

5.31 

5.71 

6.05 

6.91 

7.48 

4.67 


.a 
o 

PC4 


0.67 
0.51 
0.51 
0.44 
0.39 
0.31 
0.34 
0.43 
0.25 
0.28 
0.L8 
0.20 
0  24 
0.30 
0.56 
0.G6 
0.77 
0.98 
0.85 
0.98 
0.88 
0.96 


49 
.3 

d 


0.25 
0.16 
0.19 
0.24 
0.13 
0.09 
0.09 
0.14 
0.09 
0.13 
0.11 
0.13 
0.13 
0.24 
0.62 
0.22 
0.18 
0.13 
013 
0.13 
0.13 
016 


M  C3 


1.34 
1.27 
0.79 
0.70 
0.68 
0.35 
0.29 
0.28 
0.31 
0.42 
0.45 
0.42 
0.56 
0.78 
0.89 
0.44 
0.75 
0.79 
0.85 
1.09 
1.20 
1.45 


8 

0 

PS 


0.59 

0.29 

0.14 

0.05 

0.05 

0.01 

0.004 

0.02 

0.10 

0.15 

0.16 

0.16 

0.08 

0.12 

0.39 

0.57 

0.18 

0.11 

0.17 

0.14 

0.06 

0.16 


a 

it 
a 

QQ 


0.84 
0.85 
0.79 
0.70 
0.61 
0.60 
0.94 
0.96 
1.02 
0.89 
0.71 
0.28 
0.16 
0.10 
0.06 
0.08 
0.27 
030 
0.44 
0.28 
0.32 
0.79 


8 

B 

9 

o 


0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

0.08 

0.07 

0.13 

0.06 

0.08 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.07 

0.07 

0.10 

0.10 

0.13 

0.06 

0.09 

0.06 

0.05 

0.11 

0.12 


0.25 
0.42 
0.44 

ass 

0.32 
0.37 
0.23 
0.20 
0.24 
0.39 
0.36 
0.24 
0.21 
0.37 
a63 
0.32 
0.53 
0.56 
0.40 
0.53 
0.54 
0.58 


1.35 
1.35 
1.17 
1.11 
0.8S 

0.76 
0.W 
1.87 
0.52 
119 
0,57 
0.51 
0.90 
1.16 

i.<a 

1.54 
0.64 
0.67 
0.61 
0.64 
0.68 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1919 


A  bill  has  been  introdaced  to  reyiye  the 
naTigation  and  commercial  interests  of  the 
United  States,  and  among  the  remedies  pro- 
posed is  to  allow  to  shipbuilders  a  rebate  of 
the  duties  on  foreign  material  used  in  ship- 
building ;  and  where  American  material  is 
used,  to  pay  the  ship-builder  a  bounty  eqnal 
to  the  duty  on  similar  foreign  material.  This 
is  quite  a  concession  that  high  duties  are 
weighing  down  ship- building,  and  that  the 
way  to  its  reyival  is  to  take  off  the  duties; 
also,  that  the  tariff  causes  an  advance  in  the 
price  of  American  material  equal  to  the  duty 
on  foreign  material;  and  further,  that  duties 
on  foreign  articles,  as  well  as  the  correspond- 
ing advance  on  domestic,  are  paid  by  the 
consumer. 

THE  FATBSRS. 

The  fathers  of  the  Republic  are  given  as 
authority  for  high  duties,  and  the  report  on 
manufactories  made  by  Alexander  Hamilton, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  Washington, 
to  the  House  of  Representatives,  December  5, 
1791,  is  often  cited.  That  report  proves  that 
he  never  coutem plated  such  a  tariff  as  we  now 
have.  He  recommended  but  flight  dudes  on 
a  few  ariicles  to  aid  manufactories  at  their 
commencement — ten  per  cenL  upon  all  manu- 
factures of  iron ;  seven  aod  a  half  to  ten  per 
cent,  on  manufactures  of  tin,  pewter,  copper, 
and  brass;  and  he  expressed  a  doubt  whether 
there  should  be  any  duty  on  iron  in  pigs  or  bars. 
He  expected  the  manufactories  would  be  on 
such  a  basis  that  tbey  could  make  goods  to 
*8eU  to  other  countries,  and  he  caunot  be 
quoted  as  authority  for  rates  of  duties  which 
BO  increase  the  cost  of  manufacturing  as  to' 
destroy  the  foreign  trade.  In  treating  of  the 
bene&is  to  accrue  to  this  country  by  the  estab- 
lishment of  manufactories,  he  says  in  that 
report : 

**  Another  ciroamstance  which  rives  a  superiority 
of  commercial  advantages  to  States  tbat  manufoc- 
tare  as  well  as  cultivate,  consists  in  the  more  num- 
eroosaitraci  ions  which  a  more 'diversified  market 
offers  to  foreign  customers,  and  in  the  greater  scope 
which  it  affords  to  mercantile  enterprise.  It  is  a 
position  of  indisputable  truth  in  commerce,  depeod- 
log.  too,  on  very  obvious  reasons,  tbot  the  greatest 
resort  will  ever  be  to  those  marts  where  commodi- 
ties, while  equally  abundant,  are  most  various." 

He  anticipated  that  the  ships  of  other  na- 
tions would  resort  to  the  marts  in  America  to 
lade  with  manufactures,  as  well  as  with  agri- 
cultural products.  He  bad  no  thought  of  a 
tariff  which  would  operate  to  prevent  export- 
ation. 

WIOES. 

A  freqnent  argument  in  favor  of  high  duties 
IS  that  they  are  to  benefit  the  laborer  and  to 
prevent  American  labor  from  being  brought 
to  the  level  of  what  is  termed  the  pauper  labor 
of  Europe.  We  are  informed  througn  various 
Bonrces  that  the  greater  skill  of  the  American 
laborers,  and  the  improved  processes  of  man- 
ufacturing in  this  country,  are  such  as  to  per- 
mit of  the  payment  of  the  increased  wages 
which  American  laborers  receive.  This  was 
proven  by  several  witnesses  before  the  com- 
mittee of  the  last  Congress  on  the  causes  of 
reduction  of  American  tonnage.  The  per  cent, 
of  labor  in  the  cost  of  manufactures  is  small, 
and  it  does  not  require  much  progress  in 
improved  machinery  to  compensate  tor  quite 
an  increased  per  cent,  in  the  price  of  labor.  ^ 

Neither  is  there  as  much  difference  as  is 
many  times  supposed  between  wages  of  etn- 
p1oy6s  in  manufactories  in  this  country  and  in 
England.  The  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics, in  a  pamphlet  entitled  **  The  Cost  of  Labor 
and  Subsistence  in  the  United  States  for  the 
Year  1869  as  compared  with  Previous  Years,'' 
has  given  some  tables  comparing  wages  in 
this  country  and  in  England,  in  which  he 
shows  that  the  wsges  in  woolen- mills  are 
twenty- four  and  thirty  six  hundredths,  and 
in  cotton  mills  thirty-three  per  cent,  greater  in 
the  United  States  than  in  England.  This  would 
have  but  a  trifling  effect  on  the  cost  of  the  arti- 
cles produced.  It  ahows,  however,  that  while 
the   proprietors   of    cotton-mills    pay   their 


laborers  bnt  thirty-three  per  cent,  above  Eng- 
lish wages,  they  charge  them  as  well  as  ^1 
other  laborers  in  this  country  for  goods  much 
more  than  thirty  three  per  cent,  above  what 
the  Englishman  charges  his  laborers  and  the 
people  of  his  country ;  and  that  the  woolen 
manufacturer  in  America,  while  receiving 
from  his  employes  and  the  rest  of  the  people 
fifty  to  one  hundred  per  cent  above  English 
prices,  pajrs  his  laborers  less  than  twenty- five 
per  cent,  in  excess  of  the  English  wages. 

It  is  well  known,  too,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  increased  cost  of  living  under  the  high 
duties  of  this  country,  all  wages,  incomes,  and 
salaries  are  becoming  inadequate,  and  every 
man  is  seeking  to  haVe  his  pay  advanced,  that 
he  may  keep  up  with  his  increased  expenses. 
Bills  are  introduced  in  Congress  to  increase 
the  pay  of  Government  officials  on  the  ground 
tbat  tbey  cannot  live  on  salarfes  which  hereto- 
fore were  ample.  The  laborer,  we  are  told, 
finds  his  wages  to  avail  less  in  the  support  of 
his  family  than  formerly,  under  a  low  tariff. 

It  will  be  seen  that  those  articles  which  this 
country  is  able  to  export  are  such  as  require 
much  labor  in  their  production,  while,  as  to 
other  articles,  where  the  cost  is  more  in  material 
and  less  in  labor,  the  price  is  too  high  to  adniit 
of  exportations.  During  the  last  fiscal  year 
there  were  exported,  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments to  the  value  of  $1,070,946,  of  sewing- 
machines,  $1,898,864,  and  of  f^teel  cutlery  and 
other  manufactures  of  steel,  $725,633. 

WHAT  IS  PAID,  AND  BT  WHOM. 

The  people  are  sometimes  assured  that  it  is 
a  matter  of  indifference  to  them  how  high  the 
duties  may  be,  and  that  they  only  affect  the 
importer.  This  theory  is  not  accepted  in  busi- 
ness transactions.  Recently  a  bill  passed  this 
House  to  relieve  citizens  of  Chicago  who  might 
use  foreign  material,  by  repaying  to  them  the 
duties  on  the  same.  Why  should  this  be  if  the 
duties  are  not  included  in  the  prices  which  are 
paid  by  the  consumer?  The  ship-builders, 
understanding  that  if  they  use  imported  mate- 
rial they  must  pay  the  duties  in  addition  to  the 
original  cost,  also  ask  that  these  duties  be  r^ 
bated  to  them.  Manufacturers  understand  that 
when  a  duty  is  placed  on  a  foreign  article  it 
generally  enables  them  to  advance^  to  the 
amount  of  the  duty,  the  price  of  like  articles 
made  by  them. 

After  the  act  of  July  1,  1862,  had  been 
enacted  for  an  assessment  of  taxes  on  manu- 
factures from  August  1,  1862,  another  act  was 
passed  to  take  effect  concurrently  with  that 
increasing  the  duties  on  similar  imported  arti- 
cles, with  the  avowed  purposes  of  compen- 
sating the  manufacturers  for  the  direct  taxes 
they  would  have  to  pay.  When  this  tariff  bill 
was  under  consideration  the  following  colloquy 
took  place : 

"  Mr.  Shsllabarosb.  I  rise  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  chairman,  or  some  member  of  the  Gommtttee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  as  to  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  additional  duties  assessed  on  the  articles 
named  in  this  section  and  the  tax  we  have  put  upon 
them  by  the  tax  bill.  I  would  inquire  whether  the 
increased  daty  is  larger  in  any  considerable  number 
of  cases  than  the  tax  that  we  have  imposed  7  This 
bill  has  only  just  been  laid  upon  our  tables,  and  we 
have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  compare  it  with  the 
tax  bill.  Of  course  we  cannot,  bv  recollection,  recall 
the  relation  of  these  bills  to  each  other. 

"  Mr.  Stbvkks.  Does  the  gentleman  refer  to  this 
particular  section,  or  to  the  entire  bill? 

"Mr.  Shillababobr.     To  the  manufactures  of 

**  Mr.  Stbvbns.  The  general  principle  adopted  is 
the  one  that  was  mentioned  by  us  when  the  tax  bill 
was  under  consideration.  We  have  laid  the  addi- 
tional duty  as  nearly  as  possible  at  the  same  rate  as 
the  tax.  except  in  some  cases  where  it  wasfteoee- 
sary  to  correct  errors  in  the  present  tari£" 

Let  us  see  what  principle  was  mentioned 
when  the  tax  bill  was  under  consideration. 
Mr.  MoRBiLL,  who  was  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  in  speaking  of  this 
tax  bill)  said : 

*'  If  mannfaotories  in  the  history  of  our  Govern- 
ment have  been  fostered,  they  are  now  the  strongest 
pillars  of  our  sapporL  A«  burden  that  woald  par- 
alyse the  asrioalturists  of  the  country  will  bo  taken 
oa  the  backs  of  these  steam-giants  with  alacrity 
and  confidence.   But  It  will  be  indispensable  for  as 


to  revise  the  tariff  on  foreign  imports  so  far  as  it 
may  beserioucly  disturbed  by  any  internal  duties— 
on  some  things  the  tax  proposed  is  more  than  the 
present  tariff— and  to  make  proper  reparation,  other- 
wise we  shall  have  destroyed  the  goose  tbat  lays  the 
golden  egg.  From  such  a  revision,  including  some 
articles  that  hitherto  it  has  not  been  considered 
sound  policy  to  take  from  the  free  list  and  lower 
schedules  of  the  tariff,  it  is  expected  also  to  increaso 
the  revenue  several  million  dollars.  If  we  bleed 
manufacturers  we  must  see  to  it  that  the  proper 
tonic  is  administered  at  the  same  time." 

The  tonic  that  was  administered  consisted 
in  adding  to  the  duty  on  a  foreign  article  what 
was  equivalent  to  the  direct  tax  on  a  similar 
domestic  article,  bo  the  manufacturer  could 
charge  as  much  additional  as  he  had  to  pay  in 
direct  tax.  Both  acts  were  made  to  take  effect 
on  the  same  dsy.  A  question  here  arises,  bow 
much  of  the  burden  spoken  of  was  borne  by 
the  backs  of  these  steam  giants,  inasmuch  as 
simultaneously  with  its  imposition  they  were 
supplied  with  the  means  of  shifting  the  whole 
of  it  to  the  consumers  of  the  country? 

It  is  well  known  that  as  a  rule  the  American 
manufacturer  adds  to  the  price  of  his  goods  a 
sum  equal  to  the  duty  on  similar  foreign  goods. 
The  greater  the  duty  the  greater  the  oppor- 
tunity; and  he  sells  his  goods  at  the  same 
price  with  the  foreign  afler  the  duty  is  added 
to  the  cost  of  the  latter.  New  iaveniions, 
cheaper  material,  increased  skill,  or  other 
causes,  often  produce  a  reduction  in  the  price 
of  certain  goods  in  all  manufacturing  coun- 
tries. When  such  reductions  occur  an  attempt 
is  made  to  attribute  them  to  the  tariff.  To 
ascertain  whether  a  high  tariff  in  this  country 
has  had  any  bearing  in  reducing  the  prices  of 
a  class  of  goods,  it  is  only  necessary  to  inquire 
whether  the  decline  is  not  universal.  A  coun- 
try which  does  not  supply  any  material  part 
ot  manufactured  articles  for  the  markets  of 
other  countries,  and  comes  far  short  of  supply- 
ing its  home  markets,  cannot  be  said  to  regulate 
the  prices  of  the  world. 

WHAT  WAS  PBOMISEO. 

The  people  have  long  been  assured  that  the 
time  would  come,  when,  under  the  influence 
of  a  tariff,  manufactories  would  become  inde- 
pendent and  able  to  withstand  all  competition, 
and  they  would  no  longer  be  drawn  upon  to 
sustain  them  by  paying  enlarged  prices.  On 
the  12th  of  February,  1833,  Henry  Clay,  in 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  when  speak- 
ing on  the  compromise  act  introduced  by  him, 
proposing  a  gradual  reduction  of  duties  until 
they  should  be  brought  down  to  twenty  per 
cent.,  said: 

**  The  most  that  can  be  objected  to  the  bill  by  those 
with  whom  he  had  cooperated  to  support  the  pro- 
tective system,  was,  that  in  consideration  of  nino 
and  a  half  years  of  peace,  certainty,  and  stability, 
the  manufacturers  relinqaisned  some  advantages 
which  they  now  enjoyed.  What  was  the  principle 
which  had  always  been  contended  for  in  this  and  the 
other  House  ?  That  after  accumulation  of  capital 
and  skill,  the  manufacturers  would  stand  alone,  un- 
aided by  the  Government,  in  competition  with  the 
imported  articles  from  any  quarter,  Now,  give  us 
time,  cease  all  fluctuations  and  agitations  for  nine 
years,  and  the  manufacturers  in  every  branch  will 
sustain  themselves  against  foreign  competition.  If 
we  can  see  our  way  clearly  for  nine  years  to  come, 
we  can  safely  leave  to  posterity  to  provide  for  the 
rest.' 

Thirty-nine  years  have  since  elapsed.  We 
find  ourselves  under  a  higher  tariff  than  that 
which  caused  the  aj^itation  in  1833,  aod  now  it 
is  proposed  that  this  tariff  be  continued  indefi- 
nitely. 

XF7XCT  Oy  A  HIOB  TAKIFF. 

It  is  evident  that  high  duties  have  not  the 
effect  to  place  mannfiictories  on  an  independ- 
ent and  permanent  basis.  Too  much  reliance 
is  placed  on  congressional  interference,  and 
too  little  on  efforts  to  become  self-sustaining. 
Those  which  twelve  years  since  were  prosper- 
ons  under  a  low  tariff,  or  withont  any  tariff, 
now  profess  that  they  would  be  unable  to 
endure  any  redaction  in  duties  and  in  prices. 
Even  salt  manufacturers,  who  made  salt  for 
many  years  while  it  was  free  of  duty,  repre- 
sent that  any  abatement  on  the  enormous 
duties  on  that  article  would  be  disastrous. 
The  longer  manafactories  are  kept  under  con< 
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gr^gsional  stimnlaDta,  the  more  they  feel  the 
need  of  them.  There  is  eood  reason  why  this 
should  be^  The  higher  the  tariff  is  raised  the 
further  they  are  removed  from  competition, 
and  the  less  the  neoessity  ibr  attention  to  those 
matters  which  will  qualify  them  to  compete. 
The  enhanced  prices  which  the  tariff  enables 
Ihem  to  obtain  yield  satisfactory  promts  with- 
out that  regard  to  economy  and  to  improve* 
ment  in  the  cheaper  production  of  goods  which 
a  near  approach  to  competition  would  inspire. 
It  ia  certainly  not  the  correct  method  of  pre- 
paring manufactories  for  an  equal  contest  with 
Iheir  foreign  competitors  to  relax  their  dis- 
cipline by  pving  them  a  margin  of  fifty  per 
cent. 

I  have  too  much  faith  in  the  ingenuity  and 
enterprise  of  the  American  people  to  believe 
that  those  manqfacturers  who  merit  success 
have  any  need  of  such  tariff  rates,  and  too 
much  regard  for  the  interests  and  rights  of  the 
coqsumeril  to  favor  their  continuance. 

IRRIGATIOK-^WBLLB  IN  THK  DESKRT. 

Mr,  KENDALL,  Mr.  Speaker,  few  months 
^ince,  in  journeying  by  the  great  iron  high- 
way from  the  farthest  West,  the  noon  of  a 
lustrous  autumn  day  found  our  party  rounding 
the  summit  of  those  vast  sierras  that  divide 
California  from  Nevada.  From  early  morn- 
ing the  train  had  sped  swiftly  up  from  the 
margin  of  the  great,  tranquil  sea.  A  country 
most  beautiful  with  its  harvest-laden  fields,  its 
fruitful  vales,  and  mountain  torrents  rushing  in 
opposing  course,  is  behind  ;  a  line  of  demark- 
^tioui  orawn  with  startling  energy  and  dis- 
tinctness through  the  geological  formations, 
is  pi^ssed.  and  we  look  out  toward  the  East 
over  anotner  and  different  land  I  Here  an4 
there  a  slender  stream  struggles  along  the  deep 
cleft  or  ravine  and  is  soon  lost  in  the  narchea 
earth.  Arid  plains  and  wastes  of  gleaming 
sand,  alternating  with  brown,  barren  heights — 
but,  nevertheless,  the  treasuries  of  the  He- 

Eublic — stretch  for  miles  and  leagues  away, 
Qunding  the  horizon.  Over  these  dreary  des- 
erts, whose  pathways  arie  often  marked  by 
the  bleaching  bones  of  the  adventurous  ex- 
plorer, hovers  the  mirage  mocking  the  trav- 
eler with  the  false  presentment  of  rivers  and 
lakes  and  waterfalls  and  verdure  where,  upon 
approach,  only  utter  desolation  is  found. 

This  is  the  great  interior  basin  of  the  North 
American  continent,  and  within  this  basin  is 
included  the  State  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent upon  this  floor.  Of  this  region,  so  unin- 
viting in  appearance,  yet  so  abounding  in 
resources, — of  its  wants  and  capabilities,  1  pur* 
pose  to  speak,  appealing  to  no  party  or  special 
interest,  but  advocating  a  measure  equally  of 
Federal  an4  of  local  concerQ*  I  refer  to  the 
policy  of  encouraging  the  reclamation  of  the 
waste  places  of  our  domain  po  as  to  make 
them  not  only  the  homes  of  prosperous  pop- 
ulation, but  the  direct  means  of  developing 
the  exhaustless  stores  of  mineral  and  metallic 
wealth  which  now  lie  sealed  up  and  useless 
to  the  world.  Congress  has  been  so  liberal 
in  the  past  to  new  States  and  Territories  that 
I  feel  convinced  that  it  is  only  necessary  to 
show  how  these  results  can  be  obtained  in 
order  to  secure  the  legislation  I  propose. 

What  then,  sir,  is,  physically  considered, 
the  great  want  of  Nevada  7  Ample  deposits  of 
the  precious  metals  she  does  not  desire,  for  her 
hills  are  filled  with  them  j  valleys  and  plains  she 
does  not  lack,  for  they  are  limitless  in  extent. 
Water,  however,  she  does  need~»water  for  her 
mining  operations,  water  for  irrigating  and 
subduing  those  vast  plains  which  now  lie  so 
sterile,  but  ready  to  start  into  beanty'and  fruit' 
fulness  under  the  vivifying  influenoe  of  moist- 
ure. The  natural  water-courses  are  few,  and 
entirely  inadequate  in  volume  for  irrigating 
even  the  immediate  country  through  which 
they  flow. 

Mow,  then,  is  the  necessary  supply  to  be 
procured  at  all  of  the  points  where  it  is  needed, 
and  in  tnoh  qoanUtiei  as  mining  and  agrioulv 


tore  may  demand  7  The  monntains  and  valleys 
of  Nevada  are  above  the  dew-point,  and  there 
is  only  one  way  known  to  science  by  which 
water  can  be  obtained  in  sufficient  quantity, 
and  that  is  by  sinking  artesian  wells.  To  ac- 
complish this  most  desirable  result  the  help- 
ing hand  of  the  Government  is  asked  ;  and  I 
am  sure  it  will  not  be  denied,  especially  when 
it  is  shown  that  the  Qovernment,  by  assisting 
the  people  of  Nevada,  at  the  same  time  opens 
up  tor  sale  vast  tracts  of  now  profitless  iands, 
and  secures  homes  for  a  rapidly  increasing 
population. 

For  the  purpose  of  making  a  commence^ 
ment  of  this  work  I  had  the  honor  of  intro- 
ducing, February  12,  1872,  a  bill  to  encour- 
age the  sinking  of  artesian  wells  on  the  pub- 
lic lands  in  the  State  of  Nevada.  This  bill 
is  now  before  the  Committee  on  the  Publio 
Lands  for  consideration  and  action.  In  anti- 
cipation of  a  favorable  report  from  that 
committee  I  now  wish,  in  the  time  allotted  to 
me  under  the  rules  for  geneval  debate,  to  ex- 
plain to  the  House  the  urgent  necessity  for  the 
passage  of  such  an  act  by  Congress. 

Mr.  Speaker,  Nevada  is  a  young  child  of 
the  Republic;  and,  if  she  be  not  a  favored 
child,  she  should  at  least  be  freely  accorded 
such  legislative  assistance  from  this  Govern- 
ment as  has  never  yet  been  denied  to  other 
new  States  and  Territories.  She  is  the  living 
symbol  of  the  power  and  defiant  strength  of 
this  Union.  Down  through  the  ages  the  iron 
energy  of  Eome,  as  the  conqueror  of  the 
world,  has  been  illustrated  in  a  single  inci- 
dent ;  that  when  the  imperial  city  was  hemmed 
in  by  a  relentless  foe,  out  through  one  of  hep 
gates  marched  reenforcements  for  her  armies 
of  conquest  in  a  remote  region*  Oar  mission 
has  never  been  to  enslave,  but  to  elevate  the 
human  race.  To  the  honor  and  glory  of  our 
Government— proof,  too,  that  oar  people  never 
despaired  of  the  Republic — Nevada  sprang  into 
being  amid  the  throes  of  a  dire  oivil  conflict. 

Although  a  decade  has  not  yet  come  and 
gone,  Nevada  has  given  promise  in  her  yield 
qf  the  precious  metals  of  what  may  yet  be 
expected.  In  her  product  of  silver,  amid  all 
the  difficulties  which  she  has  had  and  still  has 
to  encounter,  she  rivals  already  everything 
which  previous  history  has  told  in  such  glow- 
ing colors.  She  now  asks,  and  she  has  the 
right  to  ask,  that  her  people  shall  not  degen- 
erate into  the  mere  *^  slaves  of  the  mine,'' 
that  they  shall  not  be  exiled  from  the  ever- 
present  pleasures  of  a  well-UUed  soil  and  a 
thrifty  farming  population,  with  all  the  conse- 
quent abundance  of  the  necessaries  of  life, 
8he  asks  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  shall  exercise  in  her  behalf  that  wise 
and  beneficent  policy  of  donating  such  port 
tions  of  the  public  lands,  excluding  all  those 
containing  valuable  mineral  deposits,  as  are 
required  for  absolutely  necessary  publio  im- 
provements. In  the  case  of  Nevada,  it  is  my 
pur{>08e  to  show,  on  this  occasion,  that  the 
sinking  of  artesian  wells  will  be  the  inevitable 
fbrcrunner  of  the  settlement  and  culture  of 
these  lands,  otherwise  utterly  barren  and  v^ne- 
less. 

If  the  House  will  bear  with  me,  I  will  giye 
a  brief  description  of  the  region  of  country 
where  it  is  proposed  these  wells  shall  be  sunk. 
In  doing  so  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  using 
the  authorities  to  which  I  have  aopess,  yenfy- 
ing  them  by  my  own  experience. 

Nevada  is  a  part  of  the  great  interior  basin 
of  ta»  North  American  continent,  This  great 
basin  and  mineral  belt,*  or  sone,  really  com- 
mences near  the  city  of  Oaxaoa,  in  southern 
Mexico,  and  rapidly  spreads  oat  like  a  fhn 
toward  the  north,  until,  at  about  the  fortieth 
parallel  of  latitude,  it  attains  its  greatest  breadth 
of  not  less  than  twelve  hundred  miles  from  east 
to  west.  Thence  it  becomes  narrower  and  nar- 
rower, until  it  is  lost  in  the  wilds  of  Alaska, 
That  portion  of  it  within  the  limits  of  Nevada 
is  in  reality  an  elevated  plateau  of  an  altitude 
above^  thes  seaxlevel  M:of4fromiLthreestoftfbar^| 


thousand  feet,  and  is  traversed  by  mount&iQ 
ranges  running  generally  north  and  Boath, 
which  rise  to  a  still  greater  height  above  the 
surrounding  country  of  three  to  five  thoaiand 
feet  The  outlying  barriers  or  rimi,  lo  to 
speat,  of  this  great  elevated  plateau  and  basin 
are  the  Rooky  monntains,  inoladiug  the  Wa- 
satch range  on  the  east,  the  Wind  Bivtr  mount' 
ains  on  the  north,  and  the  Siem  Nerada 
mountains  on  the  west.  On  the  sosthwest 
this  rim  seems  to  have  been  broken  down  and 
swept  away,  forminir  and  opening  out  into  tbe 
Colorado  valley  ana  the  Gulf  of  California, 
through  which,  no  doubt,  was  drained  the  great 
inland  sea  that,  at  some  remote  sge,  washed 
the  surrounding  monntain  ranges  ss  its  ahorei. 
Such  are  the  opinions  of  the  best  scientific 
authorities,  and  are  evidenced  among  many 
other  things  by  the  presence  of  marine  shells 
fonnd  in  abnndance  all  over  the  region  men* 
tioned. 

The  midland  section,  especially,  of  this  great 
desert  basin — ^bnt  as  truly  remarked  by  Mr. 
Bowles,  in  his  book  Across  the  OontineDt, 
published  in  1865,  *^  desert  only  bee&ose  com- 
paratively waterless  ''—-is  intersected  bj  these 
ranges  of  mountains,  trending  generally  north 
and  south  with  wide  valleys  and  plains  between, 
extending  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach.  This 
section  lies  across  the  great  roote  of  traifio  and 
travel  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  stretch- 
ing three  hundred  miles  from  north  to  sonth, 
and  six  hundred  miles  from  east  to  west,  being 
about  equally  divided  between  Utah  and  Ke-, 
vada.  In  summer,  daring  the  dry  season,  it 
is  a  monotonous  and  apparently  interminable, 
ocean-like  desert  waste,  not  only  uninhabited, 
but  uninhabitable,  because  of  the  dearth  of 
water. 

The  soil  of  all  of  these  plains,  or  at  least  of 
a  great  portion  of  them,  is  in  itself  natarally 
productive  ]  but  water,  moisture— 'nothing  else 
13  needed.  Wherever  a  tiny  stream  zanders 
from  the  narrow  gorge,  or  a  spring  babbles  up 
through  the  sand,  perennial  verdure  ia  seen. 

I  oDserve  many  gentlemen  here,  who  are 
doing  me  the  honor  of  listening  to  these  re- 
marks, that  have  journeyed  across  tbe  wilder 
ness  I  have  described.  You  will  remember 
here  and  there  an  oasis  in  the  desert.  Ooe- 
an  oasis  and  creen  spot  in  the  memory  of  yoor 
travels  as  well — is  the  Hnmboldt  railway  sta- 
tion, near  where  such  appalling  sofferinraDd 
disaster  befell  the  way-worn  emigrants  to  Cali- 
fornia in  1850.  You  saw  around  you,  in  tbe 
midst  of  wide  reaches  of  drifting  sand,  a 
splendid  farm}  a  vegetable  growth  almost 
tropical  in  its  luxuriance;  orchards,  vio^ 
yards,  lawns  of  deepest  green,  andharrest* 
fields  where  '*  plenty  and  content  sing  with 
the  reapers."  All  this  in  the  midst  of  s 
Sahara-like  wild  of  which  but  lately  it  was 
part.  And  what  has  wrought  the  transforma- 
tion? A  rivulet  leaping  from  the  far  mountain- 
side has  been  led  caremlly  along  to  the  desired 
place  and  given  to  the  ^irsty  earth.  Sau. 
air,  a  marvelous  climate,  a  soil  rich  bat  dor 
mant  by  drought  of  ages,  have  done  the  re^t* 
You  behold  a  garden  where  the  carayan  but 
a  few  years  ago  sank  down  in  despair,  fam- 
ished, perishing  miserably. 

I  again  quote  Mr.  Bowles : 

"Mountain  and  plain  are  alike  above  dew-poini: 
rain  is  a  rarity— near  neighbor  to  absolute  etraWN 
and  only  an  ocoasional  ranre  of  the  hills  mouBU  » 
high  OS  to  hold  its  winter  anows  into  the  SQmB^f 
Buas^  an4  yield  the  summer  streams  that  gij^t  ^ 
rare  intervals,  sweet  linos  of  green,  affordmr  wrss^ 
for  cattle,  and  refreshment  and  rest  for  H^*^  ,h 
Springs  are  ^von  more  infrequent,  but  not  &1^^'®'^' 
or  unknown,  and  water  may  sometimes,  thouga  ycrr 
hardly,  be  got.  when  all  else  fails,  by  digsmc  de«P 
wells.  Buon  stroami  as  rise  from  aprings  or  snow- 
banks in  the  mountains,  begin  to  sbripk  as  uv 
reach  the  plains,  and  end  in  saftlakes.  or  sinK  quiew 
into  the  hungry  earth.  Humboldt  nrcr,  tbe[ait«J 
and  longest  of  the  basin,  runs  west  and  souta  trvm 
three  hundred  to  ^vo  hundred  miles,  and  then  bc^ 
ignominious  end  in  a  *8ink,*  or  in  a  very  natorai  d* 
disgust  at  the  impossibility  of  the  job  it  baa  under- 
taken, quietly  'paters  out.'  fio  of  theCuson rircr. 
whioh  oomes  from  the  Sierra  Nevadasonthe  we«t  m 
finds  ite  home  a  lagoon  within  sight  of  its  p^r^^i 
;peak8.»BeaBe  river,  now  so  famous  as  localiimff  tfis 
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new  snd  eztenuTe  silver  mining  operfttiona  about 
Austin,  is  bat  a  eloffgish  brook  that  the  shortest' 
lefffed  man  oeoldstep  aorossat  its  widest,  and  yields 
itself  up  to  the  hotsands,  rreeningbnt  a  narrow  line 
in  the  broad  plain  in  which  it  runs.  And  yet  it  is 
the  largest  and  almost  only  stream  that  we  met  in 
traTelins  westward  from  the  Jordan  which  waters 
the  raUey  of  Salt  Lake,  and  the  two  are  four  hun- 
dred miles  apart/' 

Id  the  special  report  on  immigration,  eiviog  ' 
information  for  immigrants,  by  Edward  xoong, 
chief  of  the  Bnreaa  of  Statistic*!  transmitted  to 
the  Honse  of  Representatives  by  Hon.  George 
S.  BoQtwell,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ,  March 
14,  1871,  it  is  stated  that  in  White  Pine  *'  the 
land  is  good,  but  requires  irrigation ;''  in 
Lander :  **  plenty  of  land  of  good  quality,  bnt 
no  water  to  irrigate  with;"  in  Esmer^da:  "in 
the  Talleys  and  on  the  streams  there  is  good 
farming  land ;  the  land  in  this  county  has  to 
be  irrigated  from  streams,'^  showing  the  qual- 
ity of  land  to  be  good,  although  of  a  semi- 
desert  character  at  present,  and  requiring  only 
water  to  make  it  available  for  grazing  and 
fkrmins  purposes. 

These  plains  when  properly  irrigated  by 
artesian  wells,  will,  no  doubt,  in  the  first 
place,  become  the  favorite  homes  of  stock 
raisers.  The  information  has  come  to  me 
that  in  western  Texas  those  who  raise  stock 
prefer  wells  to  natural  water- courses,  and  for 
the  yery  obvious  reason  that  it  enables  them, 
while  reducing  the  number  of  their  herdsmen, 
to  have  a  more  perfect  control  of  their  stock. 
If  the  stock  be  near  water- courses,  they  range 
at  large  and  seek  water  where  they  please; 
but  if  they  be  near  wells,  they  must  resort  to 
these  wells,  and,  of  course,  will  never  wander 
far  away. 

From  all  the  evidence  that  can  be  gathered 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  with  a  sufBcient 
supply  of  water  all  these  plains  can  be  sub- 
jected to  colturc  and  occupied  by  a  perma- 
nent population.  Farms,  gardens,  ana  vine- 
yards will  apring  up  in  all  directions,  and  it 
is  a  prospect  which  may  be  realized,  in  my 
judgment,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  wisdom 
on  the  part  of  this  Government,  which  now 
holds  in  its  possession  all  these  comparatively 
barren  lands. 

It  must  be  admitted,  in  view  of  the  facts 
which  I  have  already  stated,  that  these  im- 
mense plains  must  inevitably,  without  this 
anpply  of  water,  (which  can  be  obtained  only 
by  sinking  artesian  wells,)  remain  worthless, 
arid  deserts,  uninhabited,  to  any  great  extent, 
forever.  It  is  therefore  the  best  economy 
for  the  Govemmentitself  to  offer  liberal  grants 
of  these  now  valueless  lands,  in  order  to  secure 
their  reclamation.  As  they  are  now,  they  can 
never  yield  one  dollar  to  the  Treasury.  Let 
it  once  be  determined,  however,  that  water  for 
irrigation  can  be  obtained  at  a  reasonable  cost, 
and  they  will  at  once  be  eought  after  by  set- 
tlers. And  not  only  is  it  a  matter  of  wise 
economy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
open  up  these  lands  to  settlement,  but  one  of 
pressing  and  urgent  necessity.  They  lie  upon 
the  direct  line  of  travel  and  traffic  between 
the  two  great  oceans.  The  products  of  the 
soil  are  needed  for  the  support  of  the  con- 
stantly aceumnlating  mining  industries.  They 
are  demanded  also  to  save  from  interruption 
the  enormons  traffic  of  the  world,  which  begins 
to  ponr  its  boundless  wealth  across  the  conti- 
nent. It  is  necessary  that  the  **  hooks  of 
steel  '^  which  now  bind  the  two  coasts  together 
so  firmly  should  never  be  loosed.  These 
lands  reclaimed  to  cultivation  and  settlement 
will  strengthen  the  present  lines  of  commnni- 
cation  and  afford  facilities  not  only  for  retain- 
ing the  great  Asiatic  trade  which  Providence 
has  thrown  in  our  way,  but  so  increase  that 
trade  a5;  to  place  its  control  entirely  within  our 
grasp. 

In  the  first  section  of  the  bill  I  provide  that 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  in  the 
State  of  Nevada,  whether  surveyed  or  unsur- 
yeyed,  shall  be  open  to  location  by  those  who 
desire  to  engage  in  the  sinking^  of  artesian 
wells,  granting  a  specified  quantity  of  public 
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lands  for  that  purpose ;  providing,  however, 
that  the  grant  shaU  not  attach  to  land  con- 
taining known  mines  or  valnable  minerals. 
The  limitations  of  the  act  guard  the  interests 
of  the  United  States  as  well  as  the  interests 
of  the  citizen.  The  details,  however,  can  be 
arranged  as  may  be  deemed  best  by  the  House 
after  careful  investigation.  I  have  prepared 
them  in  the  bill  which  I  have  introduced  in 
accordance  with  the  information  I  have  been 
able  to  procure,  and  they  will,  in  ray  judg- 
ment, subserve  the  purpose  which  I  have  in 
view. 

If  the  experiment  of  sinking  these  wells  be 
successful  during  the  time  this  act  remains  in 
force,  then  these  lands  will  be  sought  after, 
and,  coming  rapidly  into  market,  will  yield 
revenue  to  the  Government,  Whatever  mav 
be  the  result,  the  Government  neither  will 
nor  can  lose  anything,  and  the  experiment  is 
at  least  worth  making. 

The  cost  of  sinking  these  wells  and  of  mak- 
ing the  experiment  is  such  that  liberal  induce- 
ments should  be  offered  by  the  Government ; 
for  really  the-  Government  is  the  party  most 
interested.  The  cost  in  most  instances,  con- 
sidering the  expense  of  transporting  tools  and 
machinery  of  all  kinds,  and  the  subsistence 
of  woijcmen  in  l^mote  and  barren  localities, 
will  not  fall  shoft  of  $5,000  for  a  well  of  five 
hundred  feet  in  depth. 

Another  advantage  of  these  wells  will  be  to 
cause  many  rich  mines  to  be  profitably  worked 
which  are  now  undeveloped  and  lying  idle  be- 
cause of  the  want  of  water.  The  first  discovexr 
of  silver  mines  in  Nevada,  in  this  portion  of 
the  great  mineral  belt,  was  in  1859,  and  upon 
what  is  known  as  the  Comstock  lode,  in  the 
western  part  of  the  State.  This  was  the  first 
discovery  of  any  important  silver* bearing  lode 
in  the  United  States.  Prior  to  this  time  it  was 
not  known  that  the  vast  plateau  which  I  have 
described,  lying  between  the  Rocky  mountains 
and  the  Sierra  Nevada,  contained  any  of  the 
precious  metals.  Now  it  is  a  well-established 
fact  that  this  whole  region  is  quite  as  rich  in 
these  metals  as  the  corresponding  section  of 
the  mineral  zone  in  Mexico.  Besides,  it  is  far 
more  extensive;  it  is  almost  one  vast  silver 
mine.  For  the  present  purpose  I  will  only 
state  that  in  ten  years  from  its  first  discovery 
and  working  the  Comstock  lode  has  produced 
$120,000,000.  It  behooves  us,  therefore,  to 
see  to  it  that  this  mining  region  should  be 
developed  to  the  fullest  extent.  To  do  this 
artesian  wells  must  be  sunk.  In  all  mining 
operations  for  the  precious  metals  water  in 
aDundant  supply  is  indispensable.  It  is  re- 
quired in  driving  the  machinery  of  stamping- 
mills  and  in  operating  smelting  furnaces,  and 
in  all  the  chemical  and  mechanical  processes 
for  rcdifcine  the  ores. 

Mr.  Speiucer,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  at 
this  point  to  give  some  description  of  the 
nature  and  success  of  artesian  wells,  and  to 
show  from  scientific  authorities  how  well 
adapted  they  are  from  the  peculiar  geological 
formation  of  Nevada  to  secure  an  abundant 
supply  of  water  for  all  the  purposes  of  agri- 
culture, mining  operations,  and  the  daily  wants 
of  a  growing  population.  What,  then,  is  an 
artesian  well?  According  to  Buckland,  in 
his  celebrated  Bridgewater  treatise  on  geolo^ 
and  mineralogy,  the  name  of  artesian  well  is 
applied  to  perpetually  flowing  artificial  fount- 
ains obtained  oy  boring  through  strata  that 
are  destitute  of  water,  into  lower  strata  charged 
therewith,  the  water  ascending  by  hydraulic 
pressure  tbroogh  pipes  let  down  to  conduct  it 
to  the  surfiftce.  JLne  name  is  derived  from 
Artois,  (the  ancient  Artesium, )  where  making 
such  wells  has  for  a  long  time  been  practiced. 
Professor  Ansted,  in  his  lectures  on  the  appli- 
cations of  geology  to  the  arts  and  maniifac- 
tures,  only  repeats  the  results  of  observations 
of  geologists,  not  only  of  France  and  England, 
but  of  many  other  countries.  He  states  very 
clearly  that  of  the  rain  that  falls  upon  the 
earth  at  any  place  during  a  given  period,  it  is 


calculated  that  not  more  than  one  third  runs 
off  the  surface  and  enters  the  sea  by  rivers. 
This  calculation  cannot  in  the  nature  of  things 
be  very  exact,  and  must  vary  greatly  at  differ- 
ent seasons  and  in  different  climates,  but  it 
maybe  taken  as  the  best  known  approxima 
tion.  What,  it  may  be  asked,  becomes  of  the 
rest?  Part  of  it  we  know  is  evaporated,  part 
of  it  feeds  animal  and  vegetable  life ;  but  tnere 
still  remains  a  great  proportion  which  enters 
the  earth.  Most  soils  absorb  water  and  allow 
it  to  sink  down  to  the  subsoil.  Beneath  the 
subsoil  is  the  rock ;  into  this  the  water  pene- 
trates, either  by  absorption,  the  rock  acting 
like  a  sponge,  or  by  the  innumerable  crevices 
and  larger  fissures  that  break  it  up  into  con- 
venient fragments.  Down  all  such  natural 
channels  the  water  passes.  Occasionally  it 
meets  with  a  permeable  rock ;  and  through 
this  it  runs,  now  through  a  large  mass,  slowly, 
and  with  much  obstruction  and  interference, 
and  now  into  open  cavities,  or  through  chan- 
nels that  serve  as  conduit  pipes,  and  convey 
it  horizontally,  or  even  bring  it  up  again  under 
pressure  from  below. 

This  steady  and  perpetual  circnlation  through 
the  interior  of  the  earth  is  due,  in  a  large  meas- 
ure, to  the  natural  inequalities  of  the  surface 
of  the  land.  With  lofty  mountains  traversing 
the  entire  region  of  which  I  have  spoken, 
with  many  parallel  and  transverse  riches  of 
lower  elevation,  with  extensive  areas  or  high 
table-land,  and  with  wide  and  numerous  plains 
and  innumerable  valleys,  there  is  a  complete 
frame- work  adapted  to  assist  in  this  great 
operation  of  conveying  water  not  only  over 
but  through  the  earth.  As  most  part  of  the 
rains  fall  on  the  mountains  and  high  ground, 
and  as  the  rocks  are  usually  tilted  toward  the 
plains  from  those  parts  of  the  land  which  form 
axes  of  elevation,  the  tendency  of  water  to 
run  down  a  slope  which  is  not  less  marked  in 
the  interior  of  the  earth  than  on  its  surface, 
secures  the  conveyance  of  ample  supplies. 

But  throughout  all  this  region  is  another 
favorable  condition  still  more  obvious.  Thesp 
plains,  seeming  to  the  eye  boundless,  and  all 
these  valleys  in  infinite  ramifications  among 
the  higher  mountains,  are  simply  alluvial  dc- 

Eosits— the  wash  that  through  countless  ages 
as  come  down  from  the  higher  to  the  lower 
lands.  Layer  upon  layer  of  constantly  varying 
material  has  thus  been  formed,  not  horizon- 
tally, but  conforming  to  the  convex  bottom  of 
the  basin — bowl,  so  to  speak — and  of  the  depres- 
sions below.  I'irst  in  the  process  of  denuda- 
tion were  borne  down  fragments  of  the  coun- 
try rock, — ^granite,  porphyry,  sienite,  slates, 
limestone,  and  bowlders,  and  the  coarser 
gravel.  Such  a  deposit,  loose  and  permeable 
m  its  structure,  with  its  edges  rising  upon  all 
sides  to  the  base  of  the  surrounding  hills,  was 
next  covered,  perhaps,  by  a  fine  sut,  forming 
nnder  pressure  the  toughest  and  most  com- 
pact clay.  Water  abounds  in  the  higher  mount- 
ain ranges.  Springs  and  streams  find  con- 
stant supply  from  the  melting  snows.  They 
course  down  these  elevated  slopes,  bat  soon 
encounter  the  uptilted  edge  of  this  coarse 
alluvial  deposit,  and  they  sink  at  once  as  into 
a  subterranean  channel.  And  such  indeed  it 
is.  The  hard  clay  deposit  afterward  formed 
confines  the  waters  as  in  a  pipe,  and  there 
they  remain  darkling,  awaiting^  the  appliances 
of  science  to  spring  to  the  light  of  day  and 
pour  their  benebcent  influence  over  the  thirsty 
earth  above.  Tap  this  reservoir  from  the  mid- 
dle of  the  valley,  if  you  please,  by  driving  a 
connectrag  shafl  or  pipe  perpendicularly«  and 
your  artesian  well  is  formed — a  perennial 
fountain. 

M.  Ara^o  directed  special  attention  to  the 
investigation  of  the  economy  of  water  in  the 
natural  world,  and  illustrated  it  by  the  phe- 
nomena of  the  great  artesian  well  at  Grenelle, 
near  Paris.  He  not  only  foretold  that  water 
would  be  found  at  a  great  depth,  but  that  it 
would  rise  and  overflow  the  surface,  and  ac- 
cordingly it  has  risen  in  a  large  column  thirty 
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feet  above  the  bigliest  part  of  Paris.  And 
further,  in  speaking  of  the  water  in  that  well 
he  says  the  supply  mi^^  come  forty,  eighty,  or 
one  hundred  and  eighty  miles  underground. 

All  of  these  conditions  are  presented  in  the 
great  basin  of  Nevada  and  Utah,  and  the  wide 
valleys  surrounded  by  the  rim  of  high  ranges 
of  mountains  giVe  assurance  that  no  more 
favorable  field  can  anywhere  be  found  for  the 
successful  operation  of  the  artesian  well  sys- 
tem. Indeed,  the  finding  of  a  flowing  well  in 
the  Mohave  desert  gives  positive  proof  of  the 
fact.     Mr.  Dearborn,  the  discoverer,  states : 

*'A  few  feet  satisfied  him  that  water  was  near. 
The  onist  was  hard  and  dry,  beneath  which  was  a 
stratum  of  moist  olay  about  nine  feet  thick,  over- 
Ijinr  a  bed  of  auicksand.  This  soon  became  too 
soft  and  wet  for  aim  to  work  in,  and  he  then  took  a 
rake-handle  about  eisht  feet  lon^r  and  probed  it  to 
ascertain  its  depth.  With  bat  little  effort  he  drove 
it  down  its  full  length,  and  upon  drawing  it  up  the 
water  followed  with  such  force  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  hasten  out  of  the  shaft.  The  water  rose  to 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  has  ever  since  con- 
tinued flowing,  forming  quite  a  little  lake  below." 

As  one  of  the  results  of  this  enterprise,  a 
large  tract  of  land  was  rendered  valuable. 
1  now  quote  from  Professor  Ansted : 

**The  moat  ancient  of  such  wells  that  are  known 
are  to  be  found  in  the  oases  of  the  deserts  in  the 
northeastern  part  of  Africa.  In  the  oasis  of  Thebes 
they  are  very  numerous.  They  appear  to  have  been 
sunK  through  about  eighty  feet  of  day  and  marl  by 
a  shaft  of  six  feet  to  ten  feet  square,  and  then  bored 
through  three  hundred  feet  of  limestone,  beginning 
With  a  six  or  eight-inch  bore.  At  the  bottom  of  this 
limestone,  water-bearing  sanda  were  met,  and  the 
water  seems  to  have  run  over  the  top  of  the  well. 
In  the  Libyan  desert  some  such  wells  have  been 
cleared  out  in  modem  times  and  successfully  re- 
stored to  use.  These  wells  are  not  less  than  four 
thousand  years  old.  Others  of  very  ancient  but 
unknown  date  were  sunk  by  the  Chinese,  who  have 
long  known  and  used  the  method  with  success." 
•      *•«•*•«*       « 

*'  But  the  chief  artesian  wells,  and  the  oldest  in 
Europe,  are  those  in  the  north  of  France."  *  * 
*  *  "  They  are  sunk  through  tho  lower  tertiary 
strata  to  thecbalks  from  whose  upper  beds  the  water 
is  generally  derived.  The  chalk  extends  in  France 
from  the  Belgian  frontier  in  the  north,  to  Poitiers 
in  the  south:  and  from  Troyes  in  the  east,  to  Le 
Mans  in  the  west.  The  central  portion  is  covered 
with  tertiary  strata  which  are  not  very  thick,  and  of 
which  the  upper  members  are  for  the  most  part  im- 
permeable, and  the  lower  permeable.  Thus  the 
construction  of  this  class  of  wells  is  easy  and  inex- 
pensive. 

*'So  simple  is  the  operation  of  boring  in  this  dis- 
trict that  an  artesian  well  was  on  one  occasion  com- 
menced at  Pontes  (Pas  de  Calais)  in  these  tertiary 
strata  at  six  a.  m.,  and  finished  at  three  p.  m.  the 
sameday.  Thedepth  bored  was  twenty  meters  (sixty- 
five  and  a  half  feet)  and  a  jet  of  water  rose  two  feet 
above  the  surface,  supplying  nearly  one  hundred 

{rallons  per  minute.  The  expense  is  not  stated ;  but 
t  must  have  been  extremely  small.  In  England,  in 
soft  strata,  sixty  feet  can  do  bored  for  about  five 
pounds  sterling. 

"  The  artesian  wells  of  Artois  date  back  certainly 
to  the  twelfth  century,  and  there  is  one  in  Sillers, 
said'to  have  been  sunk  in  1126,  and  to  have  yielded 
always,  so  far  as  is  known,  the  same  quantity  of 
water.  In  Ital;^,  at  Modeua  and  Bologna,  and  in 
Qermany.  at  Vienna  and  elsewhere,  ancient  and 
successful  wells  of  this  kind  exist :  but  it  is  only  since 
the  commencement  of  the  nresent  century  that  they 
have  become  general  in  Europe.  In  and  around 
Paris  there  were  already  iu  1845  not  less  than  eighty 
deep  artesian  wells  through  the  tertiary  strata  into 
the  chalk.  All  of  these  were  successful;  many  of 
them  yielded  a  very  large  supply  of  water,  and  their 
cost  was  not  excessive.  The  supply  varies  very  much 
f^om  different  wells  within  the  same  district,  and  in 
different  districts,  but  is  tolerably  constant  in  the 
same  well.  One  very  remarkable  well,  Nunk  atBrou. 
on  the  Maine,  in  1845,  to  a  depth  of  seventy-five 
meters,  supplied  nearly  eight  hundred  thousand  gaN 
Ions  per  day,  the  original  cost  being  only  £200.  This 
is  an  extreme  case ;  but  a  supply  of  from  thirty  thou- 
sand to  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  gallons  per 
day  is  a  common  yield,  and  the  expense  of  sinking 
is  extremely  moderate.  The  vield,  though  in  other 
respects  constant,  is  not  unfrequently  interfered 
with  by  the  choking  of  the  pas8age»  either  from  sand 
forced  up  from  the  bottom,  or  from  the  falling  in  of 
the  sides. 

•  **A8  a  specimen  of  the  larger  operations  in  arte- 
sian wells,  I  may  refer  you  to  the  sinkings  for  the 
supply  of  the  city  of  Paris,  commenced  in  1833,  at 
Grenelle,  and  continued,  at  intervals,  till  1841,  when 
water-bearing  strata  below  the  chalk  were  reached 
at  eighteen  hundred  feet,  at  a  total  cost  of  nearly 
fifteen  thousand  pounds. .  The  first  rush  of  water 
was  at  the  rate  of  nearly  a  million  gallons  per 
day,  rising  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  above  the 
surface.  This  continued  for  some  time,  and  may  be 
regarded  as  permanent  so  fur  as  the  water  supply 
is  concerned."       •••••♦♦ 

"Artesian  wells  are  common  also  in  England,  not 
only  in  and  around  London,  where  the  geological 
oondlttons  closely  resemble  those  of  Paris,  but  at 


Cambridge,  through  the  gault,  at  Liverpool  through 
the  new  red  sandstone^  and  elsewhere.  London 
and  Paris  are  both  built  in  valleys,  on  tertiary 
strata,  covering  basin -shaped  depressions  in  the 
chalk  to  a  considerable  but  variable  depth,  and  in 
both  localities  tho  bottom  beds  of  the  tertiary  series 
consist  of  open  water-bearing  sands,  covered  with 
permeable  plastic  clay."       #       •       •       •       • 

"Thedepth  of  most  of  the  artesian  wells  of  London 
is  le9s  than  four  hundred  feet,  and  none  of  them  are 
much  above  five  hundred  feet.  Some  enter  the 
chalk  to  a  depth  of  about  two  hundred  feet  or  more, 
and  therefore  obtain  their  water  to  some  extent  from 
that  formation :  while  others  only  reach  the  chalk  and 
obtain  water  from  the  sands.  The  tertiary  s  trata 
Dierced  are  rarely  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
leet  in  thickness." 

In  some  places,  Buckland  tells  us,  applica- 
tion has  been  made  to  economical  purposes  of 
the  higher  temperature  of  the  water  rising 
from  great  depths.  In  Wurtemberg  Von  Bruck- 
man  has  applied  the  warm  water  of  artesian 
wells  to  heat  a  paper  manufactory  at  Heil- 
bronn,  and  to  prevent  the  freezing  of  common 
water  around  hia  mill-wheels.  The  same  prac- 
tice is  also  adopted  in  Alsace  and  atCanstadt, 
near  Stuttgardt.  It  has  even  been  proposed 
to  apply  the  heat  of  ascending  springs  to  the 
warming  of  greenhouses.  Recently  this  has 
been  done  to  a  very  general  extent. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  mc  on  this  occasion 
to  particularize  artesian  wells  in  successful 
operation  in  various  parts  of  this  country  which 
have  been  sunk  for  the  purpose  of  sugar  refin- 
eries, breweries,  and  hotels  requiring  an  abun 
dant  and  constant  supply  of  water,  and  which 
produce  from  hundreds  of  thousands  to  mil- 
lions of  gallons  every  twenty- four  hours.  I 
will  only  add  as  pertinent  to  the  bill  under  con- 
sideration, and  especially  in  reference  to  the 
dry  and  arid  plains  of  Nevada,  that  within  the 
past  ten  years  not  less  than  seventy-five  of 
these  wells  have  been  bored  even  in  the  desert 
of  Sahara.  Around  these  wells  new  villages 
have  been  built,  thousands  of  gardens  culti- 
vated, and  tens  of  thousands  of  palm  trees 
planted.  In  Algeria,  also,  the.,  French  Qov- 
ernment  by  the  same  means  have  reclaimed 
vast  tracts  of  sandy  desert  to  cultivation  and 
habitation. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  wish  to  be  too  san- 
guine in  my  expectations  of  the  future,  but  I 
have  firm  faith  in  the  energy  and  indomitable 
will  of  the  American  people.  During  all  our 
late  struggle  for  national  existence  the  region 
of  country  from  which  I  come  supplied  the 
^^sinews  of  war'*  iu  abundant  annual  yield  of 
the  precious  metals.  What  it  has  done  in  the 
past  is  but  a  token  of  what  it  will  do  in  the 
future.  I  cherish  the  hope  that  it  will  pro* 
duce  not  alone  the  precious  metals,  but  will 
at  no  distant  day  stand  behind  the  Pacific 
coast,  as  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  others  of  that 
tier  of  States  stand  behind  the  Atlantic  coast, 
to  furnish  harvests  of  the  field  as  well  as  of 
the  mine,  and  give  strength  and  coherence  to 
the  Republic  in  peace  and  in  war.  We  have 
built  up  towns  and  cities  amid  desert  wastes. 
We  have  rendered  valuable  that  which  before 
our  coming  was  valueless,  and  we  have  a  right 
to  demand  from  the  Government  the  little  that 
is  asked  for  in  the  measure  I  propose.  It  will 
not  detract  from  but  rather  increase  the  Fed- 
eral revenue,  and,  beside,  will  add  to  the  wel- 
fare and  happiness  of  the  people. 

PLUNDBK  BY  THK  KKPUBLICAN  PARTY. 

Mr.  VOORHEBS.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  con- 
dition of  many  of  the  States  of  this  Union 
excites  to-day  the  mingled  pity  and  indigna- 
tion of  the  civilized  world.  They  are  the 
theme  of  sorrowful  and  of  bitter  comment 
wherever  the  channels  of  human  intelli- 
gence penetrate.  They  engage  the  attention 
of  all  the  departments  of  this  Government. 
Executive  proclamations  spread  evil  tidings 
about  them,  and  hurl  every  principle  of  their 
liberties,  every  muniment  of  their  safety  to 
the  ground.  Congress  enacts  laws  against 
them  which  utterly  destroy  every  vestige  of 
freedom,  and  forge  and  rivet  on  their  help- 
less limbs  the  fetters  of  despotism.  It  also 
sends  forth  its  powerful  missionaries  of  mis- 


chief in  the  form  of  committees,  backed  by 
the  money  and  the  power  of  tne  Govern- 
ment, whose  labors  are  to  blacken  the  char- 
acter and  fame  of  their  people  under  the 
guise  of  official  investigations  and  official 
reports.  The  head  of  the  Department  of  Jai- 
tice,  the  late  Attorney  General,  he  who  led 
his  people  into  the  war  and  then  returned  to 
plague  and  lay  waste  the  hearth- stones  of  his 
followers,  superintended  in  person  the  inqui- 
sition and  the  torture  inflicted  upon  the  de- 
scendants of  those  who  fought  in  the  battles 
of  the  Revolution.  The  Army  of  the  United 
States  in  a  time  of  profound  peace  is  lannched 
like  a  bolt  of  destruction  into  their  midst.  It 
is  engaged  in  seizing,  without  sworn  charge 
or  warrant  of  law,  the  youth,  the  middle- 
aged,  and  the  gray-haired  grandaires,  in  the 
sanctuary  of  American  homes,  and  driving 
them  like  herded  beasts  into  crowded  prisons. 
The  odious  service  of  Claverhouse,  Kirke, 
and  Dundee,  in  the  bloody  oppressions  of  Scot- 
land, which  gave  their  names  more  than  a 
hundred  years  ago  to  the  everlasting  execra- 
tion of  mankind,  is  being  repeated  hourly  on 
American  soil.  And  the  President  himself, 
in  his  recent  message,  prepared,  as  he  says,  in 
haste,  as  if  he  had  affairs  of  greater  import- 
ance to  engage  his  attention,  yet  fonnd  time 
to  give  his  sanction  to  all  this  and  to  add  his 
malignant  mite  to  the  general  arraignment 
and  accusation. 

Surrounded  and  confronted  by  this  disas- 
trous state  of  public  affairs,  I  rise  to  address 
this  House  in  behalf  of  free  institutions,  of 
impartial  justice,  and  of  the  oppressed  and 
outraged  citizen,  wherever  his  home  may  be 
planted.  I  shall  speak  by  the  anthority  of 
those  who  sent  me  here.  To  them  I  am  be- 
holden for  all  that  I  am,  and  to  them  alone  I 
acknowledge  myself  responsible  in  this  world 
for  what  I  utter  on  this  floor. 

Sir,  who  has  filled  one  third  of  the  bounda- 
ries of  this  Republic  with  all  the  curses  and 
calamities  ever  recorded  in  the  innals  of  the 
worst  Governments  known  on  the  puges  of 
history  ?  Nearly  seven  years  ago  blessed  peace, 
like  a  merciful,  white- wingea  angel,  came'to 
the  land.  Who,  since  then,  has  poared  npon 
the  unresisting  and  helpless  Sooth  the  floods 
of  disorder,  corruption,  bankruptcy,  crime, 
oppression,  and  ruin  ?  Every  result  has  its 
distinct  and  specific  cause  in  the  moral  and 
political  world  as  well  as  in  the  mathematical 
realms  of  the  physical  sciences.  The  greatest 
thinker  and  writer  of  the  present  century  has 
said: 

"In  the  moral  world,  as  in  the  physical  world, 
nothing  is  anomalous ;  nothing  is  unnatanU ;  noth- 
ing is  strange.  All  is  order,  symmetry,  and  law. 
There  are  opposites,  but  there  are  no  ooniradie* 
tions.  In  the  character  of  a  nation,  inconsistency 
is  impossible.  Such,  however,  is  still  the  backward 
condition  of  the  human  mind,  and  with  so  eTil  and 
Jaundiced  an  eye  do  we  approach  the  greatest  prob- 
lems, that  not  only  common  writers,  bat  ereu  men 
from  whom  better  things  might  be  hoped,  are  oa  thi9 
point  involved  in  constant  confoaion,  perpleziog 
themseWes  and  their  readers  by  speaking  of  ioeon- 
sistencv  as  if  it  were  a  quality  belonging  to  the  sub- 
ject which  they  investigate,  instead  of  being,  as  it 
really  is,  a  measure  of  their  own  ignoranee.  It  it 
the  business  of  the  historian  to  remove  this  igno- 
rance, by  showing  that  the  movements  of  nations 
are  perfectly  regular,  and  th^t,  like  all  other  move- 
ments, they  are  solely  determined  by  their  ante- 
cedents. If  he  cannot  do  this,  he  is  no  historian. 
He  may  be  an  annalist,  or  a  biographer,  or  a  chron- 
icler, but  higher  than  that  he  cannot  rise,  aniens  he 
is  imbuedwith  that  spirit  of  science  which  teaehci. 
as  an  article  of  faith,  the  dootrine  of  unifons 
sequence:  in  other. words,  the  doctrine  that  certain 
events  having  already  happened,  certain  other 
events  corresponding  to  them  will  also  happen." 

But  this  great  doctrine  of  uniform  sequence, 
of  cause  and  effect  in  all  things,  has  even  yet 
higher  authority  than  the  powerful  and  philo- 
sophic Buckle,  or  than  any  other  earthly  sanc- 
tion. When  the  traveler  over  desert  plains 
finds  a  cooling  and  healthful  stream  he  knows 
there  is  a  fountain  of  sweet  waters  above ;  but 
if  the  stream  is  im pure  and  poisonons,  it  needs 
no  argument  to  convince  him  that  the  source 
from  which  it  descends  is  likewise  bitter  and 
andean.    The  apple  and  the  pomegranate,  th^ 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1923 


olive  and  the  grape,  all  proclaim  by  their  own 
good  qualities  tea  geoerous  and  boanteoas 
trees  and  vines  on  which  they  grow ;  bat  the 
noxious  weed,  the  deadly  creeper,  and  the 
nselesB  bramble  furnish  no  such  evidences  of 
their  merit  and  worth  to  the  husbandman. 
And  when  the  mighty  Nazarene  made  his  brief 
but  awful  sojourn  upon  earth  he  pointed  to 
these  produciions  of  the  laws  of  nature,  and 

Sroclaimed,  not  merely  to  his  followers  in 
udea.  but  to  the  people  of  all  the  continents 
and  all  the  islands  of  the  seas,  and  to  the  re- 
motest generations  of  mankind,  that  the  same 
unerring  certainty  also  existed  between  the 
visible  results  of  human  conduct  and  the  abso- 
lute causes  from  which  they  arise.  He  warned 
the  whole  world  against  false,  corrupt,  and 
plundering  leaders  of  the  people,  and  an- 
nooDced  me  means  by  wbicn  their  spurious 
preiensiona  shall  always  be  determined : 

**  Te  shall  know  them  by  their  fraits.  Bo  men 
father  grapes  of  tbornt,  or  fi^  of  thistles? 

*  *  Even  io  every  good  tree  brmceth  forth  jirood  fruit ; 
botaoorrapt  tree  oringeth  forth  evil  fruiu" 

Let  this  unchangeable  standard  of  truth, 
established  by  the  physical  and  the  moral 
sciences,  and  sanctioned  by  the  voice  of  Di- 
vinity, be  applied  to  the  party  now  in  power, 
and  10  its  unoridled  and  nnrestraitied  dealings 
with  the  people  and  the* States  of  the  South. 
Who  has  planted  and  nurtured  the  thick  growth 
of  thorns  and  thistles  there?  We  have  heard 
endless  speech  here  and  everywhere  in  regard 
to  the  frnits  of  the  war.  By  whose  wicked 
devices  have  they  been  turned  into  apples  of 
8odom  and  of  the  Dead  sea,  and  been  mude 
to  mock  the  hopes  and  ihe  expectations  of  the 
anxious  bfrhulder?  By  whose  conduct  and 
policies  has  every  blessing  of  free  government 
Deen  scourged  from  a  face  of  a  country  con- 
tainiitg  over  twelve  million  people  and  larger 
in  pxiffut  than  many  of  the  Ibremost  Powers 
of  Europe?  1  call  upon  the  majority  in  this 
House  to  answer.  Have  you  not  had  all  power 
from  the  beginning  of  what  you  call  recon- 
ai ruction  over  that  subject?  Has  there  been 
anything  wanting  to  your  absolute  authority? 
Wiiat  has  stood  iu  the  way  of  your  Wishes, 
your  partisan  plans,  yuur  lawless  fanaticism  ? 

The  Constitution  nas  been  no  restraint  upon 
your  lictions.  It  has  been  trampled  under  foot, 
dwarf«*d  into-  a  dead  letter,  or  widened  and 
extended  by  fraudulent  amendments,  accord- 
ing as  the  unscrupulous  purposes  of  a  power- 
ful party  would  be  best  promoted.  To  quote 
the  dear  and  hallowed  principles  of  that  im- 
mortal instrameni  here  now  is  only  to  excite 
the  displeasure  and  the  sneers  of  those  who 
are  bloated  and  overgrown  with  the  insolence 
of  office  and  a  loim  lease  of  power.  To  ex- 
press a  reverence  mr  those  who  bought  iiLs 
original  draft  with  their  blood,  and  to  hold  it 
up  as  it  was  before  the  hand  01  modern  vandal- 
ism had  assailed  it,  is  denounced  as  treason. 
This  gre<»t  charter  of  liberty  has  not  even  been 
a  stumbling  block  to  your  feet  in  your  swift 
encroachments  upon  the  rights  of  all  the  peo- 
ple and  the  Slates  of  this  Union,  and  especially 
upon  those  of  the  South.  You  have  uken 
all  the  powers  it  gave  you,  and  vou  have 
usurped  every  power  you  desired  besides. 
No  law,  however  revolut'onary,  barbarous, 
and  deetmctive,  was  ever  found  by  your  con- 
struction to  be  in  conflict  with  its  provisions, 
if  it  was  demanded  by  the  interests  of  your 
party.  Your  own  will,  without  let  or  hinderance 
mm  any  quarter,  has  been  the  measure  of 
your  legislation. 

The  Army  of  the  United  States  has  also  been 
flfade  ready  and  obedient  to  your  commaiid. 
It  has  been  the  irresistible  instrument  with 
which  to  execute  your  pleasure  on  a  prostrate 
people.  You  pay,  *'  Go,  and  ii  goeth  ;  come, 
and  it  cometh;^'  and  nothing  hi:is  withstood 
the  accomplishment  of  your  purposes. 

The  purse  of  the  nation,  too,  has  been  in 
your  grasp  as  well  as  the  sword.  The  tax- 
payers of  America  have  toiled  for  you  as  the 
serfs  of  Russia  have,  oot  for  their  rulers.  Their 


streaming  floods  of  golden  tribute  have  been 
poured  into  your  coffers  with  every  motion  of 
the  pendulum  of  time.  You  have  taken  the 
laborer's  earnings  and  lavished  uncounted  mil- 
lions on  your  baleful  schemes  of  government 
under  a  southern  sky. 

You  have  likewise  controlled  Presidents. 
When  one  of  your  own  election  rose  up  and 
stubbornly  confronted  you  with  your  own  pre- 
cedents and  solemn  committals  in  regard  to 
the  inviolable  existence  of  States,  and  their 
perpetual  right  of  representation,  you  sought 
nis  overthrow  and  ruin  with  a  fury  and  a  hate 
until  then  unknown  in  the  history  of  legislative 
bodies.  While  yon  barely  failed  to  hurl  him 
from  his  place  you  were  completely  successful 
in  rendering  him  powerless  to  execute  his 
policy  or  to  prevent  you  from  executing  yours. 
This  House  was  purged  in  a  memorable  way, 
in  order  that  you  might  have  the  two-thirds 
majority  with  which  to  pass  unconstitutional 
laws  over  presidential  vetoes.  Expulsions  of 
members  took  place  under  the  thin  and  flimsy 

futse  of  contested  elections  until  the  minority 
ere  was  sufficiently  depleted  and  yon  became 
paramount  over  the  Executive  and  absorbed 
all  his  official  functions.  Lawless  legislation 
then  broke  loose  upon  him,  by  which  he  was 
bound  hand  and  foot,  and  made  as  powerless 
as  a  manacled  prisoner  in  the  depths  of  a  dun- 
geon. Andrew  Johnson  no  longer  divided  with 
you  the  responsibility  of  the  Government ;  you 
wielded  it  alone.  The  Executive  who  has  suc- 
ceeded him  submits  willingly  and  uncondiiion- 
allv  to  whatever  Congress  may  propose.  You 
hold  all  his  powers  in  your  hands  and  level 
them  against  any  liberty  or  right  of  the  citizen 
which  you  may  wish  to  destroy.  He  avows 
his  purpose  to  run  any  career  you  may  point 
out  to  himf  with  no  more  mind  of  his  own  than 
the  orderly  who  holds  his  horse.  1  pause  not 
now  to  ask  how  you  have  obtained  this  degrad- 
ing control.  Whether  it  is  the  cunning  of  a 
vaulting  ambition  on  his  part,  which  wiih  a 
pretended  humility  has  been  known  to  ])ush 
aside  the  imperial  crown  in  order  to  be  a  little 
further  persuaded,  or  whether  it  springs  from 
his  ignorance,  matters  not  for  the  puiposes  of 
my  present  argument.  The  great  fict,  that 
you  possess  all  the  powers  and  control  all  the 
departments  of  this  Government  is  what  I 
demonstrate. 

The  Federal  patronage,  with  its  immense 
and  corrupting  mfluences,  has  also  come  into 
your  hands  with  the  surrender  of  the  Execu- 
tive. The  venal  and  the  mercenary  have  been 
seduced  into  your  support  by  your  offices 
and  your  profligate  expenditure  of  the  public 
money;  wiiile  the  timid  have  been  overawed 
bv  the  bayonet  and  the  cannon.  Every  ap- 
pliance by  which  men  have  ever  been  sub- 
dued to  tyranny  has  been  held  and  used  in  pro- 
fusion by  the  party  now  in  power,  from  the 
day  that  the  war  closed  on  the  bloody  soil  of 
Virginia  until  the  present  hour.  In  proof  of 
this  let  the  speciGc  details  of  long-continued 
usurpation,  evil  government, and  maladminis- 
tration be  presented  to  the  candid  judgment 
of  the  country. 

Sir,  the  absolute  destruction  of  free  insti- 
tutions from  the  Potomac  to  the  Bio  Grande 
commenced  with  the  earliest  dawn  of  peace. 
Sherman  received  Johnston*s  surrender  upon 
the  precise  basis  on  which  the  war  had  been 
prosecuted  at  every  stage.  He  stipulated  that 
the  soldiers  of  the  South  should  lay  down  the 
arms  of  their  unequal  warfare,  return  to  their 
Stales,  whose  existence  had  not  then  been 
denied,  and  resume  the  pursuits  of  industry 
where  they  had  left  ofi^,  subject  only  to  the 
destruction  of  slavery,  which  was  wrought  by 
the  movements  of  armies,  and  not  by  procla- 
mations. He  had  more  than  a  thousand 
precedents  in  the  deliberate  and  recorded 
actions  of  this  Government  for  his  conduct. 
Qe  was  sustained  by  both  branches  of  Con- 
gress in  innumerable  ways ;  b^  lour  years  of 
incessant  and  voluminous  legislation,  by  the 
enactment  of  apportionment  laws  throughout 


the  States  whose  people  were  in  rebellion,  by 
districting  them  for  judicial  purposes,  by  levy- 
ing upon  them  direct  taxes  as  members  of  the 
Union  under  the  Constitution,  by  the  constant 
reception  of  tbeir  representatives  on  this  floor 
and  in  the  Senate,  by  the  most  solemn  and 
binding  joint  resolutions,  and  by  every  other 
mode  in  which  this  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment can  commit  and  pledge  itself.  He  was 
upheld  by  every  document  also  to  which  ilie 
name  of  the  Executive  was  attached  durinj^ 
tJie  war,  by  every  message,  inaugural,  procla- 
mation, and  order  of  that  prolific  periocL  The 
courts  added  their  weighty  sanction,  from 
those  of  the  lowest  and  feeblest  jurisdiction  to 
thobe  of  the  loftiest  pretensions  and  powers. 
No  Government  in  the  widespread  history  of 
the  nations  of  the  earth  was  ever  under  volun- 
tary and  self  imposed  obligations  of  greater 
force  and  magnitude.  The  word  and  the  honor 
of  the  Republic  had  been  plighted  over  and 
over  again  to  its  own  citizens  and  in  the  sight 
and  hearing  of  the  civilized  world.  Tne 
moment,  however,  that  resistance  ceased,  and 
the  way  was  opened  for  the  long  pent-un 
purposes  of  revolution,  centralization,  and 
rapine,  the  party  in  power  broke  with  shame- 
less haste  its  most  sacred  faith,  flung  a«ide 
the  mask  it  had  worn  for  years,  admitted  that 
its  previous  pretensions  and  promises  were 
fraudulent,  and  clamored  with  wild  ferocity 
against  the  hero  of  the  march  to  the  sea  be- 
cause he  had  believed  thny  were  true  and 
sincere,  and  had  acted  on  them.  The  terms 
which  Sherman  gave  to  a  fallen  foe  had  often 
been  tendered  to  that  foe  before  he  fell ;  but 
they  were  now  madly  thrust  aside  in  the  hour 
of  victory,  and  the  general  himself  denounced 
far  and  wide  as  a  traitor  to  his  country.  The 
hue-and-cry  was  raised  against  him  as  if  he  was 
a  fleeing  fugitive  from  justice.  That  memor- 
able and  disgraceful  outburst  cannot  be  covered 
with  oblivion.  It  more  resembled  the  en- 
raged scream  of  a  beast  of  prey  *about  to  be 
baffled  out  of  its  victim  thau  the  reasonable 
expression  of  human  beings.  The  victim, 
however,  was  surrendered  to  the  clutches  of 
an  inflamed  and  victorious  party,  and  the  work 
of  demolition  and  ruin  was  at  once  commenced. 
From  turret  to  foundation  you  tore  down  the 
governments  of  eleven  States.  You  left  not 
one  stone  upon  another.  Yon  rent  all  their 
local  laws  and  machinery  into  fragments  and 
trampled  upon  their  ruins.  Not  a  vestige  of 
their  former  construction  remained.  Th<-ir 
pillars,  their  rafters,  their  beams,  and  all  their 
deep-laid  corners,  the  work  of  a  wise  and  de- 
voted generation  of  the  past,  were  all  dragged 
away,  and  the  sites  where  they  once  stood  lef^. 
naked  for  the  erection  of  new  and  dififerent 
structures.  You  removed  the  rubbish,  pushed 
the  Army  into  the  vacant  ground,  estaolished 
provisional  governments  as  you  would  over 
territory  just  acquired  by  conquest  from  a  for- 
eign Power,  and  clothed  brigadier  and  major 
generals  wiiJi  extraordinary  lunctions  as  Gov- 
ernors. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  present  organ- 
ization; those  odious  and  unsightly  fabrics 
which  now  cumber  the  earth,  and  which  stand 
as  the  open,  reeking,  and  confessed  shambles 
of  corruption,  pollution,  and  revolting  mis- 
rule. They  embrace  not  one  single  element 
of  popular  consent.  They  are  the  hideous  off- 
spring of  your  own  unnatural  and  unlawful 
force  and  violence.  TJie  great  body  of  the 
people  of  that  unfortunate  section  had  no 
more  share  in  the  rebuilding  of  their  local 
governments  than  the  sepoys  of  the  East  In- 
dies have  in  the  affairs  of  the  British  empire. 
They  were  excluded  from  all  participation  by 
the  most  elaborate  and  minute  schemes  of 
legislative  proscription  of  which  history  makes 
any'  record. 

The  firstduty  of  the  provisional  governments 
which  you  established  was  to  call  conventions 
to  frame  new  constitutions  for  these  old  States, 
and  to  prepare  them  for  read  mission  into  that 
Union  from  which  yon  had  sworn  so  often  and 
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SO  solemnly  that  no  State  coald  ever  withdraw. 
These  conyentions  were  provided  for  by  laws 
enacted  here.  The  number  and  the  qaality  of 
the  delegates  to  them  were  here  specified.  Who 
should  be  eligible  and  who  ineligible  was  your 
work,  and  not  the  work  of  the  people  who 
were  to  be  governed.  You  not  only  said  who 
should  be  elected,  but  you  likewise  determ- 
ined who  should  elect  them.  You  fixed  the 
qualifications  and  the  color  of  the  voters.  You 
{surged  the  ballot-box  of  the  intelligence  and 
the  virtue  on  which  alone  popular  liberty  can 
be  safely  founded,  and  yon  admitted  in  their 
stead  the  suffrage  of  the  most  ignorant  and 
unqualified  race  now  inhabiting  the  globe. 

Mingled  with  tliis  dark  and  turbid  tide'  of 
dense  ignorance  came  all  the  vices  of  this 
lower  race,  together  with  the  crimes  of  a  more 
powerful  and  a  more  profligate  class,  with  pale 
faces,  from  the  North,  now  and  then  receiving 
their  worst  recruits  from  the  apostates  of  the 
same  complexion  in  the  South.  You  win- 
nowed the  threshing-floor,  but  you  rejected 
the  wheat.  You  accepted  the  tares,  and 
sowed  them,  and  now  you  curse,  the  soil  be- 
cause you  have  reaped  nothing  but  tares  for 
yonr  harvest.  You  built  upon  a  foundation 
of  shifting  sand,  and  now  yon  rail  at  everybody 
but  yourselves  because  the  house  has  not  re- 
sisted the  winds  and  the  rains  that  have  beat 
upon  it.  When  these  conventions  met  thev 
represented  the  wretched  constituency  which 
spoke  them  into  eidsteDce,  and  they  went  to 
tneir  servile  tasks  with  the  bayonet  of  the 
Federal  Government  at  Uieir  throats.  They 
sat  in  every  instance  within  point-blank  range 
of  shotted  cannon.  The  delegates  crept  about 
and  framed  conatitutions  with  the  eves  of  mil- 
itary governors  upon  4hem.  Ihe  sword 
rested  lightly  in  its  scabbard,  and  was  ready  to 
leap  forUi  at  any  moment  and  upon  the  slight- 
est pretext  to  aBsist  in  devising  fundamental 
laws  for  a  people  said  to  be  free.  The  State 
constitutions  that  were  thus  created  and 
thrust  upon  the  country  could  not  fail  to 
partake  of  the  depraved  nature  of  their  ille- 
gitimate origin.  They  sprang  from  the  loath- 
some union  of  ignorance,  vice,  and  des- 
potism ;  and  they  have  inherited  many  of  the 
ugliest  features  of  each  one  of  their  progen* 
iters.  The  despotic  principle  is  strongly 
marked  in  them  all.  It  is  there  in  obedience 
to  the  mandates  of  Federal  power,  as  well  as 
in  accordance  with  the  character  of  the  instru- 
ments who  were  used  to  fasten  it  upon  Amer- 
ican citizens.  Proscription  and  ostracism  are 
the  leading  elements  of  every  State  govern- 
ment in  the  South.  Intellect  and  virtue,  pub- 
lic and  private  worth,  spotless  character,  splen- 
did attainments,  gracefal  culture,  and  the  ex- 
perience and  wisdom  of  age  were  all  passed 
by  under  the  reconstruction  of  violence  and 
fraud.  Those  who  were  possessed  of  these 
traits  and  acquirements  were  pushed  aside, 
and  made  to  give  place  to  the  most  degraded 
classes  of  mankind.  The  people  were  not 
allowed  to  select  their  official  agents  from 
among  those  who  were- (jnalified  for  public 
station,  but  were  driven  into  the  purlieus  of 
ignorance  and  vice  to  choose  their  rulers. 

In  the  reorganization  of  all  the  States  whose 
present  condition  is  matter  of  such  sore  com- 
plaint and  such  bitter  accusations,  the  domi- 
nant party  here  and  in  those  States  excluded 
from  office  and  deprived  the  people  of  the 
services  of  every  man  who  by  his  talents,  in- 
dustry, and  integrity  had  sufficiently  acquired 
the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  before 
the  war  to  be  made  Governor,  secretary,  aud- 
itor, or  treasurer  of  State;  attorney  general, 
judge,  clerk,  or  reporter  of  the  supreme  court; 
superintendent  of  public  instruction,  member 
of  either  branch  of  Congress,  or  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  his  State ;  clerk,  sheriff,  treasurer, 
auditor,  or  recorder  of  his  county ;  judge  of 
a  probate  court,  whose  jurisdiction  follows  the 
inevitable  footstepajpf  death,  and  whose  func- 
tions are  those  ot]^  benevolence  toward  the 
orphans  and  the  widows  of  the  human  race ; 


justice  of  the  peace,  or  constable  of  his  town- 
ship,* or  notary  public.  Every  man  who  has 
been  called  in  former  days  to  fill  any  one  of 
these  stations,  and  many  more  that  might  be 
enumerated,  and,  who  during  the  conflict 
between  the  sections  was  clothed  with  the 
slightest  responsibility  or  charged  with  the 
smallest  official  duty  by  those  with  whom  his 
destiny  and  his  home  had  fallen,  was  marked 
by  the  blight  of  ineligibility,  and  like  the  leper 
of  old  it  was  made  a  crime  for  the  peo{>le  to 
again  reach  forth  to  him  the  hand  of  friend- 
ship, confidence,  and  support.  Even  the  sacred 
instincts  of  human  nature  became  disqualifi- 
cations for  office.  The  ties  of  kindred  were 
made  criminal  under  this  new  and  revolting 
system.  He  who  gave  a  cup  of  cold  water  and 
a  crust  of  bread  to  his  thirsty  and  famished 
son,  under  arms  for  a  cause  which  he  believed 
to  be  right,  and  for  which  he  was  willing  to 
die,  was  branded  with  dishonor  and  driven  out 
from  the  councils  of  his  conntrymen.  The 
loving  mother  who  sheltered  her  weary  and 
wounded  boy,  laid  him  in  his  own  familiar 
bed  at  home  once  more,  kissed  his  feverish 
lips,  wiped  away  the  gathering  dews  of  death, 
and  with  a  broken  heart  closed  his  dear  eyes 
forever,  was  condemned  for  these  acts  of 
angelic  ministering,  and  incurred  the  penal- 
ties of  confiscation.  He  who  dismounted  and 
gave  his  horse  to  a  brother  in  the  moment 
of  danger  and  close  pursuit ;  the  sister  who 
wrought  and  sent  clothing  to  him  on  the  toil- 
some march ;  the  maiden  who  prayed  for  her 
lover  as  he  lay  dying  in  the  Wilderness  or 
at  Stone  river,  all  fell  under  a  common  curse. 
Even  the  white-haired  grandmother  of  four- 
score years,  whose  youthful  husband  perhaps 
was  at  the  Cowpens,  Eutaw  Springs,  and  York' 
town,  or,  may  be,  fought  under  Jackson  at  New 
Orleans  in  the  war  of  1612,  was  deprived  of  her 
pennon,  that  small  morsel  of  bounty  from  an 
ungenerous  Governmenti  if  her  heart  yearned 
or  her  aged  hand  was  extended  in  sympathy  to 
her  children  and  her  children's  children  on  the 
plains  of  the  South.  A  more  sweeping  and 
universal  exclusion  from  all  the  benefits,  rights, 
trusts,  honors,  enjoyments,  liberties,  and  con- 
trol of  a  Government  was  never  enacted  against 
a  whole  people,  without  respect  to  age  or  sex, 
in  the  annals  of  the  human  race.  The  dis- 
graceful disabilities  imposed  upon  the  Jews  for 
nearly  eighteen  hundred  years  by  the  blind 
and  bigoted  nations  of  the  earth  were  never 
more  complete  or  appalling.  Who  denies  a 
sinele  statement  I  make?  I  challenge  and 
dety  contradiction.  Every  fact  that  I  here 
proclaim  is  contained  in  the  laws  and  in  Uie 
recorded  transactions  of  this  Government,  and 
will  constitute,  '* after  some  time  be  past' 'and' 
the  passions  of  the  present  have  subsided,  the 
most  frightful  and  crushing  arraignment  which 
history  ever  summed  up  against  a  ruling  polit- 
ical party. 

Sir,  shall  a  people  thus  berefc  of  every 
attribute  of  self-government  be  held  responsi- 
ble at  the  bar  Of  public  opinion,  or  at  the 
judgment-seat  of  God,  for  the  consequences 
which  have  overtaken  them?  If  so,  then  the 
doctrine  of  free  agency  in  measuring  the  ac- 
countability of  man  is  a  snare  and  a  delusion. 
As  well  might  yon  ge  to  the  galley-slave  and 
accuse  him  of  the  misrule  and  the  tyranny 
which  chained  him  to  the  oar.  As  well  might 
yon  denounce  the  banished  exile  in  the  snows 
of  Siberia  for  the  despotism  of  the  Russian 
Czar.  With  the  same  propriety  you  may  visit  the 
prisons  of  all  lands  ana  rail  at  their  inmates 
through  their  iron-grated  windows  on  account 
of  the  evil  administration  of  the  Governments 
to  which  they  belong.  The  fierce  and  maraud- 
ing highwayman  with  the  same  justice  can 
accuse  his  victim,  at  whose  head  he  presents 
the  loaded  pistol,  of  obstructing  the  public 
road.  The  story  of  the  wolf  with  his  false 
accusation  against  the  lamb,  and  of  the  prompt 
manner  in  which  he  tore  the  helpless  and 
unoffending  thing  to  pieces  for  muddying  the 
stream  from  which  he  drank,  although  it  stood 


by  the  brink  of  the  waters  far  below  him,  i^ 
familiar  to  us  all,  and  is  being  reenacted  at 
this  time  on  a  vast  scale  in  American  history. 
The  stream  has  been  defiled  by  the  party  now 
in  power,  and  it  rends  and  tears  the  unresist- 
ing people  of  the  South  for  its  own  offense. 
This  shall  no  longer  be  done  without  exposnre 
and  warning  to  £e  country.  I  call  upon  that 
party  to  assume  its  just  responsibility  and  not 
to  shrink  back  now  from  the  bad  eminence  it 
has  attained  in  the  conduct  of  southern  affairs. 
To  it  much  has  been  given,  and  from  it  much 
is  demanded.  More  than  the  ten  talents  have 
been  intrusted  to  its  care,  and  the  present  and 
future  generations  will  exact  a  rigid  account 
at  its  hands.  Bat  now,  as  the  ghastly  and 
hideous  results  of  itA  control  in  the  Sooth 
appear  on  every  square  mile  of  that  oppressed 
and  plundered  section, it  starts  back  with  hor- 
ror and  disclaims  its  own  offspring,  the  fruits 
of  its  own  unholy  rapine  and  lust.  With  pale 
lips  and  affrighted  mien  it  ejaculates, ''  Ihou 
cans' t  not  say  I  did  it."  But  the  deeds  which 
it  has  committed  are  of  imperishable  in&mj, 
and  they  will  not  down  at  its  bidding,  nor  can 
all  the  waters  of  the  ocean  wash  away  their 
guilty  stains. 

Having,  however,  now  shown  where  the 
absolute,  thorough,  and  minute  maBftgement 
of  every  interest,  right,  and  privilege  of  the 
southern  States  and  their  people  has  been 
lodged  during  the  whole  process  of  pulling 
down  and  rebuilding  their  local  governments, 
I  shall  proceed  next  to  caU  upon  the  resnlts 
which  have  followed. 

Let  the  great  State  of  Georgia  apeak  first. 
The  preparations  which  she  underwent  were 
prolonged,  elaborate,  and  complete.  The  work 
of  her  purification  was  repeated  at  stated  inter- 
vals until  she  was  radiant  and  spotless  in  yoor 
eyes.  One  reconstmotion  did  not  suffice.  You 
permitted  her  to  stand  up  and  start  in  her 
new  career,  but  seeing  some  flaw  in  your  own 
handiwork,  you  again  destroyed  and  again 
reconstructed  her  State  gpvemment.  lou 
clung  to  her  throat,  you  battered  her  featnreA 
out  of  shape  and  recognition,  determined  that 
your  party  should  have  undisputed  possessiofi 
and  enjoyment  of  her  offices,  her  honors,  and 
her  substance.  Your  success  was  complete*. 
When  did  the  armed  conqueror  ever  fail  wheri 
his  foe  was  prostrate  and  unarmed?  The  victim 
in  this  instance  was  worthy  of  the  contest  by 
which  she  was  handed  over  bound  hand  and 
foot  to  the  rapacity  of  robbers.  She  was  one 
of  the  immortal  thirteen.  Her  soil  had  been 
made  red  and  wet  with  the  blood  of  the  R&toIq  • 
tion.  But  she  contained  what  was  far  dearer  to 
her  despoilers  than  the  relics  of  her  fame.  Her 
prolific  and  unbounded  resources  inflamed  their 
desires.  Nature  designed  Geoig:ia  for  the 
wealthiest  State  in  this  Union.  She  embracer 
four  degrees  of  latitude  abounding  with  ever>* 
variety  of  production  known  to  the  earth.  Her 
borders  contain  fifty-eight  thousand  square 
miles ;  eleven  thousand  more  than  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  twelve  thousand  more  than 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  She  has  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  counties.  The  ocean 
washes  a  hundred  miles  of  her  coast  provided 
with  harbors  for  the  commerce  of  the  world. 
Rivers  mark  her  surface,  and  irrigate  her  fruit 
fttl  valleys  from  the  boundaries  of  Tenne^ee 
and  North  Carolina  to  the  borders  of  Florida 
and  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic.  All  this  vast 
region  is  stored  with  the  richest  and  choicest 
gifts  of  physical  creation. '  The  corn  and  the 
cotton  reward  the  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  coal 
and  iron,  tin,  copper,  and  lead,  and  even  the 
precious  metals,  gold  and  silver,  in  payitg 
quantities,  await  the  skill  and  the  industry  of  the 
miner.  This  is  not  a  picture  of  fancy.  The  sta- 
tistics of  her  products  even  heighten  the  colors 
in  which  I  have  drawn  it.  Georgia  was  the 
fairest  and  most  fertile  field  that  ever  excited 
the  hungry  cupidity  of  the  political  pirate  and 
the  official  plunderer.  She  was  full  of  those 
mighty  substances  out  of  which  the  taxes  of  a 
laboring  people  are  always  wrung  by  the  grasp- 
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iDg  hand  of  licentions  power.  She  was  the 
mofit  splendid  quarry  in  all  history  for  the  vul- 
tures, the  kites,  and  the  carrion-crows  that 
darken  the  air  at  the  close  of  terrible  civil  war, 
and  whet  their  filthy  beaks  over  the  fallen ; 
and  they  speedily  settled  down  upon  her  in 
devouring  nocks  and  droves. 

Sir,  let  UB  refresh  ourselves  at  this  point 
with  some  reminiscences  of  the  former  history 
of  Georgia,  and  in  that  way  fix  a  basis  for 
comparisons  between  her  condition  in  the  past 
and  the  present  deplorable  state  of  her  affairs. 
When  the  calamities  of  war  broke  upon  the 
country  in  1861  she  was  free  from  debt,  if 
she  had  any  outstanding  obligations  at  all, 
they  were  for  merely  nomiDal  amounts.  .  Her 
people  felt  none  of  the  burdens  of  taxation. 
The  ex]>en8es  of  her  State  government  were 
almost  wholly  paid  by  the  revenues  of  a  rail* 
road  between  Chattanooga  and  Atlanta,  which 
was  constructed  and  owned  by  the  State. 
Taxes  throughout  all  her  widespread  -borders 
were  trifies  light  as  air.  The  burdens  of  gov* 
ernment  were  easy  upon  her  citizens.  Her 
credit  stood  hiffh  wherever  her  name  was 
mentioned;  and  when  the  war  closed  she 
was  still  free  from  indebtedness.  If  she  had 
incurred  any  during  the  four  years  of  strife, 
she  was  required  by  the  Federal  Government 
to  repudiate  it  upon  the  advent  of  peace.  Now 
look  at  her  to-day,  after  six  years  and  a  half 
of  supreme  control  by  the  Republican  party. 
She  had  been  a  member  of  this  Union  more 
than  seventy  years  when  the  war  came,  and 
found  that  she  owed  no  man  anything.  Her 
rulers  in  the  olden  times  doubtless  bad  faults 
in  common  with  tha  imperfect  race  to  which 
we  belong,  but  larceny  of  the  public  money 
was  not  among  them.  You  took  her  des- 
tiny into  your  hands  a  few  brief  years  ago, 
incumbered  by  no  liabilities,  and  yon  now 
]i resent  her,  to  the  amazement  and  horror  of 
the  world,  loaded  with  debts  which  reach  the 
appalling  sum  of  at  least  $60,000,000.  A  laige 
portion  of  these  debts  are  ofiBcially  ascertained 
and  stated,  and  the  remainder  are  sufficiently 
well  known  to  warrant  the  statement  I  make. 
The  mind  recoils,  filled  with  wonder  and  indig- 
nation, in  contemplating  this  fearful  and  gigan- 
tic crime.  It  had  no  parallel  in  the  annals 
of  all  the  nations  and  the  ages  of  mankind 
until  the  ascendency  of  the  Republican  party 
and  its  inauguration  of  State  governments  in 
the  South.  Now  all  the  seven  vials  of  the 
Apocalypse  have  been  opened  on  thatereat 
and  beautiful,  but  unhappy  region ;  and  the 
crime  against  Georgia  is  but  one  of  many 
others  of  kindred  magnitude  indicted  by  the 
same  party  on  other  States. 

The  authors  of  this  stupendous  burden, 
however,  are  not  even  entitled  to  the  benefit 
of  the  full  time  since  the  incoming  of  peace 
for  its  creation.  It  was  mainly  the  work  of 
only  about  three  years.  In  1868,  a  year  more 
fatal  to  the  interests  of  the  i>eople  of  that 
State  than  the  scourge  of  pestilence,  war,  or 
famine,  the  most  venal  and  abandoned  Body 
of  men  ever  known  outside  of  the  boundaries 
of  penal  colonies,  State  prisons,  or  southern 
reconstruction,  was  chosen  as  the  Legislature 
of  Georgia ;  not  by  the  people,'  but  bv  virtue 
of  the  system  which  you  enacted  and  put  in 
force.  It  contained  a  large  majority  of  your 
political  adherents^  men  who  vote  your  ticket, 
support  your  candidates,  and  with  whom  you 
embraceand  affiliate  on  all  political  occasiona 
They  were  the  leaders  and  the  representatives 
of  the  Republican  party. 

With  them,  too,  came  into  office  one  who 
speedily  secured  a  national  reputation,  and 
became  a  controlling  power  in  your  national 
councils.  At  one  time  Rufus  B.  Bullock 
dictated  the  legislation  of  Congress  and  the 
actions  of  the  Executive  in  regard  to  the  great 
and  ancient  Commonwealth  that  was  cursed  by 
his  presence.  It  was  his  potent  finger  that 
pointed  out  the  pathway  which  led  to  your 
second  assault  upon  her  State  government: 
and  it  was  his  voice  and  his  presence  in  and 


about  these  Halls  that  commanded  and  cheered 
you  on  to  the  breach.  He  was  mentioned  in 
many  quarters  as  the  probable  candidate  of  his 
party  tor  that  exalted  place  now  held  by  a  dis- 
tinguished citizen  of  my  own  State,  the  second 
hi^est  in  the  gifb  of  the  American  people. 
He  was  u  successful,  conspicuous,  and  brilliant 
specimen  of  your  system.  His  advent  into 
Georgia  was  as  the  agent  of  some  express  com- 

Fany.  He  had  no  permanent  interests  there, 
have  been  reliably  informed  that  his  poll 
was  his  entire  tax  when  he  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor. He  neither  knew  nor  cared  for  the 
people  or  their  wants.  He  was  there  as  an 
alien  and  a  stranger  sp^ng  out  the  possessions 
of  a  land  that  was  at  his  mercy,  and  embrac- 
ing every  opportunity  to  seize  them.  He  is 
now  a  fneitive  from  justice,  a  proclaimed  and 
confessed  criminal,  with  stolen  millions  in  his 
hands.  He  went  into  the  South  on  that  wave 
of  reconstruction  which  bore  so  many  eager, 
hungry,  and  inhuman  sharks  in  quest  of  prey^ ; 
and,  having  in  a  few  short  years  glutted  his 
savage  and  ravenous  maw,  he  now  retires 
into  the  deep  waters  of  the  North  to  escape 
punishment  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  enjoy  the 
comforts  of  his  plunder  on  the  other. 

With  such  a  Governor  and  such  a  Legislature 
in  full  and  perfect  sympathy  and  harmony  with 
each  other,  morally  and  politically,  a  career 
of  villainy  at  once  opened  on  the  soil  of  Geor- 
gia, which  will  go  down  to  posterity  without  a 
peer  or  a  rival  in  the  evil  and  infamous  admin- 
istrations of  the  world. 

The  official  existence  of  the  Legislature 
lasted  two  years,  commencing  in  November 
of  1868.  The  Governor  was  elected  for  a 
term  of  four^ears,  and  served  three  before  he 
absconded  with  his  guilty  gains.  Pirates  have 
been  known  to  land  upon  beautiful  islands  of 
the  sea,  and  with  cutlass,  dirk,  and  pistol  pro- 
claim a  government,  pillage  and  murder  their 
inhabitants,  and  from  the  shelter  of  their 
harbors  sally  forth  on  all  the  unarmed  com- 
merce that  the  winds  and  the  waves  brought 
near  them.  Bandits  have  been  known  to  rule 
over  the  secluded  wilds  and  fastnesses  of 
mountain  ranges,  and  with  bloody  hands  ex- 
tort enormous  ransoms  for  their  prisoners; 
but  the  pirate  and  the  bandit  have  not  been 
worse  or  blacker  in  their  spheres  than  the 
Republican  Legislature  and  the^  Republican 
Governor  of  wnom  I  am  speaking  were  in 
theirs. 

Sir,  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  official  statistics 
on  which  I  make  this  charge.  The  reports 
of  the  comptrollers  general  of  Georgia  show 
that  for  eight  years,  commencing  with  1866 
and  ending  with  1862,  there  was  expended  for 
the  pay  of  members  and  officers  of  all  her 
Legislatures  duringthat  entire  period  the  sum 
of  $866,886  68.  This  is  t^e  record  of  her 
administration  under  the  management  of  her 
own  citizens.  During  the  two  years'  exist- 
ence of  the  Republican  Legislature  elected  in 
1868  the  report  of  the  comptroller  general 
shows  that  there  was  expended  for  the  pay  of 
its  members  and  officers  the  startling  sum  of 
$079,066,  only  a  fraction  less  than  $1,000,000. 
One  Legislature  is  thus  discovered  to  have 
cost  $112,669  47  more  than  the  Legislatures 
of  eight  previous  years  in  the  single  matter 
of  its  own  expenses.  There  has  been  no  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  members.  On  the 
contrary,  there  arc  fewer  now  than  under  the 
former  apportionment. 

In  earlier  times  the  clerk  hire  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  that  State  did  not  average  over  $10,000 
per  annum.  That  item  alone  reached  the  sum 
of  $126,000  for  the  one  Legislature  whose  con- 
duct I  am  discussing;  more  than  equal  to  the 
expenditures  on  that  account  of  any  ten  years 
of  the  previous  history  of  Georgia.  Her 
General  Assembly  consists  of  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  representatives  and  forty- 
four  senators,  making  two  hundred  and  nine- 
teen, taking  both  branches  together.  The 
record  discloses  one  hundred  and  four  clerks 
in  the  employ  of  this  body  while  the  Repub- 


lican party  had  the  ascendency  there.  One 
clerk  for  every  two  legislators  is  a  spectacle 
which  I  commend  to  the  consideration  of  the 
American  tax-payer  and  voter  everywhere. 
Who  can  doubt  that  such  a  body  was  organ- 
ized for  the  purposes  of  robbery  and  extortion  ? 
There  is  another  high-handed  outrage,  how- 
ever, in  connection  with  the  payment  of  its 
members  and  officers  which  surpasses  the 
deeds  of  even  a  professional  highwayman. 
The  children  of  the  State  did  not  escape.  .  By 
the  constitution  of  Georgia  the  poll-tax  of  its 
people  is  made  a  part  of  the  conftnon- school 
fund,  and  set  aside  as  sacred  to  the  cause  of 
education.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  had  accrued  from  this  source  when  the 
ill-omened  Legislature  of  1868  convene<l.  Be- 
fore it  finally  adjourned  this  whole  amount 
provided  for  the  cause  of  learning  and  human 
progress  was  swept  away.  Not  a  single  dollar 
was  left.  An  appropriation  for  their  own  ex- 
penses placed  it  all  in  the  pockets  of  the 
members,  clerks,  and  other  officials.  They 
took  this  money,  belonging  to  children  white 
and  black,  as  pay  for  their  own  base  services 
in  the  cause  of  universal  destruction,  bank- 
ruptcy, and  misery.  They  robbed  the  rising 
generations  of  both  races,  deprived  them  of 
school-houses  and  seminaries,  and  left  them 
to  grope  their  own  unaided  way  out  of  th:; 
realms  of  ignorance. 

The  hand  of  the  spoliator  at  times  in  the 
history  of  the  world  has  taken  consecrated  ves- 
sels from  the  altar  and  plundered  the  sanctuary 
of  God.  Even  the  hallowed  precincts  of  the 
grave  have  sometimes  been  invaded  and  the 
coffin  rifled  of  its  contents ;  but  human  villainy 
has  sounded  no  lower  depth  than  was  here 
fathomed,  in  stealing  the  very  books  of  knowl- 
edge from  the  youth  of  the  land. 

Having  given  these  evidences  of  inherent 
depravity,  this  most  meiporable  Legislature 
proceedea  naturally  to  its  work  of  more  gigan- 
tic peculation,  fraud,  and  corruption.  The 
limits  of  my  time  on  this  floor  will  permit  me 
to  bring  forward  only  a  few  of  its  needs,  but 
like  the  specimen  ore  of  the  mincsj  they  will 
satisfy  the  explorer  that  strata,  vems,  lodes, 
and  layers  of  rascality  lie  under  the  surface 
beyond.  The  treasurer  of  Georgia,  in  his 
recent  report,  informs  the  public  that  prior 
to  the  year  1868,  and  since  reconstruction 
commenced,  there  were  issued  in  State  bonds 
$6,912,500.  He  further  states  that  he  has 
ascertained  the  amount  of  $13,766,000  to  have 
been  issued  since  the  year  1868,  and  then 
proceeds  to  say : 

**  Qovcmor  Bullock  had  other  largo  amounts  under 
tb  e  same  act  engroaacd  and  sent  him.  But  this  office 
does  not  know  what  has  become  of  them." 

The  treasurer  has  pushed  his  discoveries  to 
nearly  twenty  millions,  and  then  finds  that  large 
amounts  of  other  bonds  have  been  issued 
which  are  not  registered,  and  which  are  now  in 
unknown  hands.  The  extent  of  these  fioat- 
ing,  vagrant  liabilities  may  fairly  be  estimated 
by  the  character  and  conduct  of  those  who 
created  them.  Let  us.  however,  examine  one 
transaction  which  will  serve  as  a  key  to  the 
whole  history  of  that  Legislature.  A  charter 
was  granted  to  construct  what  was  to  be  known 
as  the  Albany  and  Brunswick  railroad,  a  dis- 
tance of  two  hundred  and  forty-five  miles.  For 
this  work  the  Governor  was  authorized  to 
issue  the  bonds  of  the  State  to  the  extent  of 
$28,000  per  mile,  making  a  subsidy  in  money 
to  one  railroad  corporation  of  $6,689,000.  The 
bonds  have  been  issued,  put  upon  the  market, 
the  money  realized  for  them,  and  their  redemp- 
tion will  fall  upon  the  tax-payers  of  the  State. 
In  the  mean  time  the  road  has  not  been  built, 
and  the  proceeds  of  these  bonds  have  gone 
into  the  coffers  of  private  individuals.  This 
fact  is  not  disputed ;  it  stands  confessed ;  and 
no  words  of  mine  can  darken  the  hues  of 
its  infamy  or  increase  the  horror  and  indigna- 
tion with  which  it  will  be  regarded  by  the 
American  people. 

Other  railroad  schemes  followed  in   rapid 
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SQCcession  as  the  easiest  method  of  plunder. 
The  Macon  and  Brunswick  railroad,  the  South 
Georgia  and  Florida  railroad,  the  Cartersville 
and  Van  Wert  railroad,  the  Georgia  air- line 
railroad,  the  Cherokee  railroad,  the  Alabama 
and  Chattanooga  railroad,  and  many  othersi 
were  all  made  the  recipients  of  subsidies  from 
the  State,  by  which  uncounted  millions  were 
stolen  from  the  tax-payers.  The  traces  of  vast 
sums  of  squandered  money  can  be  found  on 
every  hand,  except  upon  the  railroad  lines 
themselveB,  in  whose  names  the  work  of  fraud 
and  plunder  was  conducted. 

But  while  the  Legislature  of  Georgia  was 
thus  engaged  ia  its  unparalleled  career  of 
crime,  the  Governor  in  bis  sphere  was  also 
busy,  Und  bv  liis  individual  deeds  proclaimed 
to  I  he  world  that  a  perfect  harmony,  not  only 
of  political  faith  but  of  official  practices,  pre 
vailed  between  the  executive  and  legislative 
branches  of  tire  State  government.  He  ranged 
in-  his  peculations  from  the  smallest  to  the 
greatest  objects  and  amounts  ;  from  the  petit 
to  the  grand  larcenies  of  his  new  era  of  felonies. 
From  a  bill  of  $76,432  95  paid  for  extra  print- 
ing to  partisan  newspapers  without  warrant  of 
law  and  without  considpraiion  in  work  actually 

Eerformed.  up  to  i he  fraudulent  i-tsue  of  State 
ends  by  the  million,  nothing  seems  to  have 
been  too  small  or  too  c^reatto  escape  his  eager 
eye  or  his  rapacious  band.  He  has  left  the 
impress  of  his  granp  everywhere.  But  his 
exploits  in  connection  with  the  State  rail 
road  will  more  especially  be  remembered  by 
the  people  of  Georgia.  This  road,  as  I  have 
heretofore  stated,  was  built  by  the  State  of 
Georgia  nearly  twenty  years  ago,  from  the 
city  of  Atlanta  to  Chattanooga.  It  connects 
the  rej^ions  of  ihe  Tennessee  river  and  the  lines 
of  travel  descending  through  them  from  the 
Nonh  with  the  cotton  belt  of  the  South,  and 
with  five  railroad  routes  which  come  up  through 
it  ai?d  concentrate  at  Atlanta.  It  is  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven  miles  long,  and  there  is 
not  a  road  of  equal  length  on  this  continent 
which  is  more  important  in  iis  trade  and  con- 
nections, or  which  is  more  valunble  to  its  own- 
ers under  an  honest  and  competent  manage- 
mei:t.  We  have  seen  that  before  the  war  its 
proceeds  paid  into  the  treasury  almost  de- 
frayed the  entire  expenses  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment, and  in  an  official  report  made  July 
1,  1867,  Colonel  Jones,  the  treasurer  of  the 
State,  and  who  had  for  eight  vears  received 
the  earnings  of  this  noble  public  work,  esti- 
mated its  net  products  for  the  following  year 
at  $000,000. 

In  February,  1870,  Governor  Bollock  ap- 
pointed one  Foftter  Blodeett,  recently  a  claim- 
ant for  a  peat  in  the  united  States  Senate, 
superintendent  of  this  road.  He  held  that 
position  eleven  months.  During  the  entire 
tertn  of  his  su peri n tendency  he  paid  into  the 
State  treasury  only  the  sum  of  $45,000;  less 
than  the  net  proceeds  of  one  month  before 
he  took  the  place.  The  repairs  which  the  rav- 
ages of  war  had  made  necessary  had  been  com- 
pTettd  at  a  heavy  expense  under  the  admin- 
istration of  Governor  Jenkins.  The  road  was 
in  good  condition,  and  but  few  expenditures 
outside  of  the  regular  course  of  business  were 
needed  when  Blodgett  assumed  his  ruinous 
control.  Its  freight  and  travel  were  greater 
than  ever  before,  and  yet  its  earnings,  as  ac- 
counted fur,  were  comparatively  nothing.  In 
1807  we  find  it  paying  all  expenses  and  yield- 
ing besides  $50,000  per  month.  At  the  same 
rate  there  are  $500,000  now  retained  in  the 
hands  of  Blodgett  and  his  accomplices.  What 
answer  can  be  made  to  this  ?  Will  any  one  pre- 
tend that  such  a  vast  sum  was  properly  ex- 
pended in  equipping  a  road  already  equipped, 
in  repairing  a  road  already  repaired,  in  stock- 
ing a  ruad  alrt  ady  stocked  ?  I  fina  one  item 
of  expense  which  may,  however,  indicate 
the  character  of  them  all.  Twenty  one  thou- 
sand dollars  were  paid  as  lawyers'  i'ees  to 
partisan  favorites  for  alleged  legal  services  in 
behalf  of  this  peaceable  corporation  during 


these  disastrous  eleven  months  of  its  existence. 
It  might  perhaps  more  properly  be  said  that 
there  was  a  division  of  a  general  plunder 
under  the  head  of  expenses  incurred.  But 
the  work  of  spoliation  did  not  stop  with  the 
close  of  Blodgett' s  management.  A  law  was 
obtained  from  the  Legislature  of  which  I  have 
spoken,  authorizing  the  road  to  be  leased  in 
the  interest  of  Bullock  and  his  friends.  Un- 
der that  law  it  has  been  leased  for  $26,000 
per  month,  about  one  half  of  its  real  value. 
One  of  the  lessees  under  this  most  valuable 
contract  is  a  member  of  the  present  Cabinet, 
and  was  so  when  the  lease  was  made;  ana 
another  is  a  distinguished  Republican  -mem- 
ber of  the  other  branch  of  Congress. 

Sir,  there  was  but  one  thing  more  to  be  done 
by  this  shameless  adventurer  whom  your  policy 
had  made  Governor  of. Georgia  against  the  con- 
sent of  her  people.     He  completed  his  record 
and  finished  his  work  by  corrupting  the  chan- 
nels of  justice.     He  rendered  the  courts  pow- 
erless to  enforce  the  laws  and  punish  crim- 
inals.     The  emissaries  of  convicted  felons 
crowded  his  ante-chambers  and  trafficked  with 
him  for  his  pardoning  power.     The  record 
shows  that  the  verdicts  of  juries  were  thus 
wiped  out,  the  doors  of  the  prisons  opened, 
and  the  guilty  turned   loose  to  prey  again 
upon  the  peace  of  society  to  an  extent  never 
before  known  in  American  history.     He  par- 
doned  three  hundred   and  forty-six  offend- 
ers   against  the  law,  out  of  four  handrnd 
and  twenty-six  who  made  application  to  him  I 
His  amnesty  for  crime  was  almost  universal. 
Indeed,  his  seal  in  behalf  of  those  under  in- 
dictment was  so  great  that  his  grace  ind  clem- 
ency was  often  interposed  before  the  trial  of 
the  culprit.     He  granted  seven  pardons  in 
advance  of  trial  to  one  man  in  the  county  of 
Warren  who  pleaded  them  to  seven  separate 
indictments  when  he  was  arrested  and  brought 
into  court.     This  special  object  of  favor  is  one 
J.  C.  Norris,  who  haunts  committee-rooms 
and  swears  on  all  occasions  to  fabulous  out- 
rages and    the  imperfect  administration  of 
the  law  in  the  South.     As  a  spared  monument 
of  Bullock's  mercy,  with  manifold  villainies 
unatoned  for,  he  is  always  to  be  seen  lurking 
around  investigating  committees,  and  pouring 
in  t  o  thei  r  ears  the  black  an  d  con  eentrateu  malice 
of  an  apostate  against  a  people  whom  he  hates 
because  he  has  betrayed. 

Other  instances  like  this  might  be  cited, 
but  enough  is  here  shown  to  account  for  even 
greater  disturbances  than  any  that  have  taken 
place  in  Georgia.  The  confidence  of  all  classes 
in  the  supremacy  of  the  law  was  destroyed. 
They  saw  the  will  of  one  unscrupulous  man 
supplant  all  it's  authority.  It  afl&rded  them 
no  security  for  life  or  property  when  its  most 
solemn  decisions  were  set  aside  every  day  in 
the  year.  Its  uplifted  hand  was  arrested  in 
the  court-room  before  their  indignant  gaze, 
and  the  judicial  blow  was  averted  from  the 
guilty  head  of  ibe  law-breaker  at  the  bar.  Jf 
the  violence  of  the  mob  thereupon  ensued, 
the  cur^e  came  from  those  who  were  charged 
with  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  who,  in- 
stead of  doing  their  duty,  interposed  to  shield 
villains  both  before  and  after  their  conviction. 
If  this  is  not  the  true  philosophy  of  mankind, 
I  have  studied  its  motives  and  its  conduct  all 
in  vain. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  at  this  point  I  must 
take  leave  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  her  plun- 
dered treasury,  her  oppressed  tax- payers,  her 
railroad  schemes  of  robbery,  her  squandered 
school  funds,  and  her  mocked,  insulted,  and 
baffled  courts  of  justice.  Other  impoverished 
fields  cry  to  us  m  piteous  tones  for  redress, 
aud  have  long  cried  in  vain.  Let  us  at  least 
for  a  few  moments  hearken  to  the  story  of 
each  one's  woes,  whether  we  are  willing  to 
enter  into  righteous  judgment  with  them  or  not. 

I  turn  to  South  Carolina,  once  the  proud 
land  of  Marion  and  Sumter,  now  the  most 
wretched  State  that  the  sun  shines  on  in  its 
course  through    the  heavens.     There  is  do 


form  of  ruin  to  which  she  has  not  fallen  a 
prey ;  no  curse  with  which  she  has  not  been 
baptized ;  no  cup  of  humiliation  and  soBerme 
her  people  have  not  drained  to  tho  dregs.  I 
am  told  that  disorder  has  reigned  in  soine 
counties  within  her  borders,  aitd  we  behold 
martitd  law.  worse  than  the  lawless  tyranny 
of  the  Dark  Ages,  ravaging  her  firesides  and 
scattering  her  households.  Bad  govern meitti 
are  fruitlul  of  such  calamitous  results.  His- 
tory has  taught  this  lesson  in  everv  age.  Ths 
wickedness  of  oorrapt  rulers  breeds  ombreaki 
among  citizens.  How  has  South  Carolina 
been  governed  ?  The  Bepubliean  party  ha« 
held  undisputed  sway  there  every  hour  since 
the  overthrow  of  the  rebellion,  fier  emirs 
delegation  in  both  branches  of  Congress  belong 
to  the  party  now  in  power.  Her  State  officers 
and  Legislatures,  or  alt  colors,  have  be«nof 
the  same  politics!  faith.  What  are  th^ir  works? 
What  trophies  of  progress  and  civilization  do 
they  brine  to  propitiate  the  judgiu«;iit  of  the 
world?  Not  one  good  deed  adorns  the  pol- 
luted pages  of  their  record.  At  the  c!o<«e  of 
the  WHr  the  valid  debt  of  the  State  amounted 
to  $6,000,000.  A  committee  of  inve»ti^ation, 
in  an  official  report  made  December  26, 1871, 
but  a  few  weeks  ago,  say : 

'*  In  regard  to  the  State  debt  the  oomoiUteedeclara 
they  eaooot  believe  other  than  toe  feiirfal  tnitb 
which  itures  us  in  the  fiio«  that  the  bonds  aud 
Btucks  printed  by  the  American  Bank  Note  Cota- 

Sany,  $22,540,000,  represent  the  liabilities  of  tbt 
tate,  for  which  the  faith  and  credit  ^  the  State, 
however  unlawfully  procured,  has  been  pledged  for 
payment.  The*  contingent  liability  incurred  by 
railroad  indommencs  swells  the  total  np  to  nesriy 
twenty*nino  million  doUartk" 

Add  to  this  $10,000,000  more  that  is  dia- 
puted  as  fraudulent  and  we  have  an  increxBC 
of  $84,000,000  in  the  debt  of  the  State  since 
it  fell  into  the  hands  of  its  present  destroyers. 
All  the  Unds  in  South  Carolina  are  not  worth 
over  $55,000,000}  showing  that  more  than 
every  alternate  acre  is  now  absorbed  bv  ber 
crasbin)?  and  frighiful  indebtedness.  If  site 
wiis  sold  Ht  public  auction  for  two  thirds  Ler 
appraised  vame  she  would  scarcely  more  tbao 
raeec  the  demands  that  have  been  creaK'd 
against  her  within  less  than  seveay^arR.  J  he 
New  York  Tribune  of  December  19,  167L  as 
nounces  that  over  six  million  dollars  of  her 
bonds  have  been  fraudulently  issued  by  ber  He- 
publican  Governor;  butno  mode  by  which  the 
toiling  tax-payer  can  escape  their  payment  is 
pointed  out  to  him.  Taxaiion  for  the  support 
of  a  good  government  often  becomes  a  t;riev- 
ouB  burden,  but  when  it  springs  directly  and 
avowediv  from  fraud  and  forgeiy,  it  is  a  cur^e 
intolerable  and  not  to  be  borne. 

The  New  York  Tribune  also  states  that  one 
ignorant  and  mongrel  General  Assembly  of 
South  Carolina  drew  from  the  treasury  tb*: 
enormous  amount  of  $588,651  44  to  defray 
its  own  expenses  for  one  session,  and  incurred 
a  debt  of  $91,600  besides  for  furniture  for  tlio 
State -House  which  it  so  foully  disgraced.  A 
session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  great  State 
of  Ohio  at  the  same  time  cost  the  p^opl-^  i::' 
that  prosperous  Commonwealth  but  $90,tN)0. 
This  General  Assembly  of  abject  ignorance 
and  irresponsibility  in  South  Carolina  levied 
over  four  million  dollars  of  taxes  on  the  prop- 
erty of  the  State.  It  was  in  view  of  these 
and  kindred  facts  that  the  Cincinnati  Gasettf, 
with  all  its  party  fealty,  was  forced  to  exclaim : 

'*  The  common  fame  of  the  Sooth  Oarolina  Lcsis- 
latnre  is  that  it  is  a  body  in  which  no  mesiaro  can 
be  carried  without  bribery,  and  in  which  bribery  can 
carry  any  measure;  in  which  bribery  is  at  mneU  a 

E art  of  legislation  aa  the  payment  of  wages  to  a  field- 
and  in  of  raiting  cotton,  and  ii  almott  us  open,  and 
in  which  the  greater  part  of  the  members  reffard  it 
as  the  privilege  of  the  office  to  plunder  the  State  in 
every  poi-^ible  way. 

"Governor  Soott  gives  some  items' going  to  eoon* 
tenancn  this  impreraion.  lie  tayt  ibnt  tho  appropri- 
ations for  the  legidlutiveezpeniet  of  the  late  soasion 
were  $4(X)0J0.  while  that  of  the  Ohio  L^istature 
were  but  $90.00U;  that  every  senator  baa  his  clerk, 
page,  and  medscuger.  all  at  heavy  nay,  uud  be^iae• 
there  is  a  hordo  of  hangen-on,  all  on  pay  ^^i^^ 
various  pretexts,  and  thut  there  arc  ionauierable^ 
leaks  for  the  public  money.  In  this  we  behold  tba 
gorgeotttnees  of  the  African  natore  when  it  cod  be 
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lDdnI|«d  at  Ih*  •<P«DM  of  otbaim.  and  tb*  kvldlljr 
«r  Ihepohtlekl  •dvsntarcrwho  knowg  thatbta  hw- 
makiDiiDDibfiia  will  bs  tbort. 

"Thli  will  liTB  a  fliinpM  of  tbo  slsmsnta  Ihut 
bsTe  nnltipliM  th*  SUila  debt  nitb  notbluc  to 
ihow  Tor  U;  ot  Iba  ooqdilloai  wtaioh  maka  ttaa  prop- 
BTly.boldan  bailer  e  (bat  tb*  taxos  «i(u:ted  (Votn  tbem 
KraTObbMT:  or  a  rule  odlonl  U  all  tbe  mpaolable 
iDhabitaoU  at  tbe  Bt*u,  and  ef  eonditiopg  wblob 
•zolta  both  whlla  and  block  inbablUDta  Ui  deadly 
ba4llllu.  TbMe  ara  wme  of  [taa  featurea  of  tbe 
•onthani  tiUiaUoD  wblob  bavo  ooDitraiiiad  oi  to. 
_r....W  thai  rHjairMgahaaldaot  ""I"  "'"'<'<•  "■■•><■ 

I  Vjoleaoa  ia  lbs  1 ._ 

oqnl^inti 

lao  uf  ttaaii 
■tuoHon." 

Wbere  ia  tha  maa  on  the  oppoaito  Bide  of 
tfaia  Chambar  who  bu  lifted  up  bis  voice  in 
behalf  of  s  thoroagh  aad  impsninl  jnqairj  in 
order  to  God  the  real  cansea  of  diaorder  in  the 
Sonib  7  The  gtaateit  divbu  of  jraar  pmity 
procUiniE  Oavareor  Scott  himiclf  a  forger  of 
mora  than  lix  million  bondi.  He  >«  said  lo 
be  inveiung  lai^e  turns  at  Napoleon,  Ohio, 
wbere  Mb  home  in  runlit;  is.  and  where  he 
azpeciB  to  reiire  when  he  ia  full;  gorged  with 

[ilandar.  He  waat  to  Soath  Carolina  for  pit- 
BJce  and  rapine,  and  irill  soon  return  with  bis 
ap<rila.  Yoor  policy  amanadng  from  here  made 
him  Governor.  Tbe  virtue  and  the  talent 
of  the  State  were  proacribed  bj  jour  laws. 
AllpdiDg  to  the  coDOitioii  of  South  Carolina  a 
few  waelia  (inte,  one  of  her  citieens  (Senator 
SAWTBBjin  ibe  other  branch  of  Congress  ased 
tbe  following  Mrong  langoage: 

"Itl>  daatotbaolrsumstaaoatbattbls  lirianam- 
beratiunlD  thaionttiorBStiitea  waraibat  out  ftam 
tha  powlbiliu  of  Iwldioa  dlat*  and  Faderal  alfie« 
''*-'----'■'■""'''■ ''^'^    "■othaldniBm- 


(tasM  that  In  iba  Btaie  wbiob  I  I 

part  to  nprawDt  nn  thii  Qoor  wa  1 

coTerDment  wblob  i)  a  di*(raoa  to  l .. 

H  dot  to  thoae  diiabilllitu.  and  to  Itaoae  diaabllttie 
OBlr.tbatwabad  not  an  ampin  field  Irom  wbiob  t< 
calMt  bonot,  OBpable  man  for  our  local  publii 
nffloa,  man  wbn  would  bare  mido  faitbrul  ahoen 
aod  who  would  bavebeenlDOamp]Bteliarmai>;witl 
tbe  national  AdnlnutratloD  and  tha  freat  Rspab 

«f  that,  what  da  we  see  to-ds^  7  A  ipccMele  aliki 
diacraeBTnl  lo  tha  BepabKoan  pariy.  ander  wboii 


Tbia  was  spoken  by  a  leader  of  the  Kepub- 
lican  partj,  and  I  call  upon  tbose  who  majr 
reKard  m;  slatetoentB  aa  overdruwn  to  care- 
fnU;  consider  and  weigh  his  testitnony. 
tie  deliberatelf  pronounces  tbe  Repablican 
State  governmenl  of  Soalb  Carolina  "a  dis- 
gract  tu  civilization."  There  she  slandg,  the 
reeult  of  your  own  handiwork,  bankrupt  in 
Booey,  ready  to  ^ilutiee  into  the  dismal  gulf 
of  repudiation,  ruined  in  credit,  her  bonda 
hawked  in  the  mtirkets  for  sale  in  vain  at  ten 
oenta  on  the  dollar,  her  prosperity  blighted  at 
home  and  abroad;  without  peace,  happiness, 
or  hope ;  and  all  bet  liberliei  stolen  as  well  aa 
ber  material  substances.  There  ahe  stands, 
with  her  akelelon  fraioe  and  withered  death's- 
head,  admoniabiug  utl  tbe  world  of  the  loath' 
•ome  COQsequenceH  aragov^rnmeut  fashioned 
in  bate  uud  lanatacism,  and  founded  npoii  the 
ienorant  and  tbo  vicious  classes  of  mankind. 
Her  sins  may  have  been  many  and  deep,  and 
of  tbe  color  uf  scarlet,  yet  tbey  will  become 
aa  white  as  wool  iu  compsrison  with  those  that 
hive  been  committed  against  ber  in  the  hour 
of  her  helplessness  and  distrt^ss. 

Ia,NortA  Carolina  the  same  acenes  of  mis- 
rale  Bslute  OS  as  we  cross  ber  bor'ders.  Her 
debt  in  1861,  was  $0,699,500.  A  debt  now  of 
SM, 000,000,  wiibont  tbe  ability  to  pa;  the 
JDtervst  on  it,  $11,000,000  of  h<!r  bonda  be- 
aidei  declared  to  have  beeu  fraudulent  aud 
void,  her  people  groaning  baneatb  unbearable 
taxation,  and  despair  and  gloom  gathering 
orrr  their  future,  are  the  chief  consequences 
whiefa  have  befallen  North  Carolina  under  the 
poliey  and  aseendency  of  the  Bepnblic&n 
party. 

LooUilana  presents  even  a  still  more  atrihing 
hiataneeof  scan  daloaa  and  atupendons  robbery. 
Th«  official  ilatiatice  abow  her  to  be  in  debt  to 


the  appalling  omoaot  of  $£0,M0,206t  all  of 
which,  escept  {10.099.074  baa  been  created  in 

the  degenerated  days  that  have  overtaken  ber 
the  war.  The  human  mind  as  it  ponders 
these  figares  recoils  from  the  villuo; 
wbich  tbev  necessarily  involve. 

Tbe  feeble  State  nf  Florida  liomes  forward 
also  with  her  burden  of  complunt.  When 
ahe  fell  into  tbe  clatches  of  her  new  rulers  she 
bad  a  little  debt  of  $221,000.  Now  her  liabil- 
itiea  reacb  the  sum  of  $10,768,417  M,  the 
payment  of  which  is  utterly  and  totally  beyond 
her  power.  She  has  suffered  from  drought  and 
flood  and  worm,  bat  tbe  presence  of  Repub- 
lican oScials  has  been  more  damaging  to  her 
than  them  all  combined.  But  I  can  go  no 
farther  in  the  discaesioti  of  these  terrible  de- 
tails. Time  and  apace  wonid  fail  me.  I  sab- 
mit  tbe  following  condensed  table  of  figures, 
and  I  defy  their  auccessfitl  contradiction  on 
this  floor  or  anywhere  else. 

Alabtama.—Otbtt  and  liabilities  at  Ibe  olue  of 
tha  Tear.  t5.93»fiU  ST  i  debts  aod  Usbilitiei  JaouaiT 
l.im.tS8.S81M13J. 

Arkatutu.—VtbU  and  liabilities  at  tbe  Blow  of 
tha  war  I4.cae.862  S7:  dabu  and  llabllltlu.  Jannar? 
'  1BT2..^0,7|1,^62. 

jannary  1,  UT& 


tio.isr.xa.  (St 

of  Oeorfla.) 

ZoauKna.—DabU  aad  llabilltlM  nt  tbe  close  af 
tbe  w-  """""'"■;  dabu  and  liabilitios  June 
1.  IBTl  BioMi  of  axpeaditoree  over 


1  liabilllfes  at  the  oi 

and  llablimea  Jann 


and  llabilitiasatthaoloi 


war,  nominal ;  debt!  and  liabilitlei  Januai;  1.  ItTl. 
l3D.361,<no. 

firointi.— DebU  and  liabilities  at  tbe  oloie  of  tbo 
war,  (31,3^.111  Sa;  dab  la  and  liabilities  Jannarv  1. 

ura,  tis.4ao.6i2  21. 

The  present  aaseaaed  value  of  the  taxable 
property  of  tbe  States  on  whom  this  vast 
mountain  of  debt  has  been  so  franduleatly 
and  ao  frightfuiiy  accumulated  is  considerably 
less  than  one  half  what  it  was  in  1860.  It  was 
not  merely  the  liberation  of  iheir  slaves  that 
wrougblthis  great  change.  Their  system  of 
labor  was  broken  np,  great  battles  were  fought 
in  all  their  borders,  their  railroads  were  de- 
stroyed, their  towna  and  citiea  and  cotton 
burned,  and  ever;  description  of  property 
handed  over  to  the  destraciion  of  a  fierce 
and  implacable  war.  They  emerged  from  the 
desolating  conflict  fit  objects  for  the  wisdom 
and  care  of  abenevolent statesmanship,  rather 
than  OS  the  proper  prey  of  hungry  jackals,  who 
mangle  unilfeed  upon  the  wounded  ailer  the 
battle.  Tbeir  fate,  however,  in  many  respects, 
snrpasaes  in  infamy  and  in  misery  the  worst 
that  ever  befell  a  conquered  people. 

Sir,  what  single  benefit,  wbat  solitary  bless- 
ing baa  been  bestowed  on  tb  at  devastated  region 
in  return  for  the  hundreds  of  millions  of  laxa- 
tioQ  wbich  have  been  wrung  from  it,  and  the 
yet  greater  burdens  which  still  impend  over 
IIS  Btmggling  and  impoveriahad  inliabitants'/ 
Where  is  the  great  public  work  that  tella  of  the 
outlay  of  these  immease  sums?  What  deed 
of  beoevolence  or  honest  fame  has  been 
achieved?    Other  lands  have  been  plundered 


r,  but  n 


!  left  1 


naked  and  destitute  of  every  advantage 
from  its  own  mighty  con tribnti on s. 

Thegreat  Napoleon  wasted  Ibe  substance  of 
France,  and  consamed  her  vi tats  in  Ibe  remorse- 
less rage  of  ambition;  beharled  the  rising  gen- 
erations of  his  empire  one  after  another  into 
the  flaming  vortex  of  war ;  be  gave  tbem  lo  the 
edge  of  the  sword,  and  to  the  nnconqoerabte 
fury  of  the  elements;  he  palsied  all  tbe  indu 
tries,  and  blighted  every  field  and  Greddi 


'bole  empire  alood  uncovered  at  hie  bier  when 
bis  dead  body  was  brought  back  from  tropical 
aeos  to  sleep  in  her  bosom.  Tbongb  he  had 
oppressed  France  he  bad  given  her  gloiy  in 
return.  Tbougb  be  bad  taken  with  an  nn- 
licenaed  band,  lie  bud  adorned  her  us  a  lover 
does  tbe  mistress  of  bis  heart.  Slalely  build- 
inga  reared  tbeir  headsou  high;  solid  thorough- 
fares were  opened  for  the  people :  waste  lands 
were  drained  and  reclaimed  j  education  waa 
fostered;  tbe  arts  aud  acieacea  were  tnuaifi- 
cfiutly  patronized ;  and  a  code  of  luwa  was 
paaaed  and  promulgated  wbich  established  and 
enforced  domestic  jusi ice  and  peace.  She  had 
these  benefllB  of  which  to  boast  when  reminded 
of  ber  awful  sacrifices. 

And  when  Cfesar,  the  armed  conqueror  and 
spoliator  of  bis  own  and  other  countries,  lay 
in  bloody  funeral  stute  in  the  market  place,  it 
waa  said  of  him  with  truth : 

"  He  bath  broocht  many  eapUvM  home  to  Kome 
VhoiB  raneoms  did  tbn  loneral  ooffeis  llll." 

And— 
"  When  that  tbe  poor  have  oried ,  Caisar  hath  wept." 

And   arain  the  orator  of  his   good   deeds 
exclaimed— 
"  Here  lithe  will  andtrnderCnsar's  seal. 


laltn 


all  hi! 


His  privsie  arbori,  sail  new-plantsd  arcbordi 
On  tbia  lido  Tiber ;  bahatb  left  tbem  you. 
And  to  ruur  beirs  toTeveri  common  pfeuinrea. 
Towulk  sbrDod,  and  recreate  Tonrsalves," 
If  he  bad  plundered  tbe  Etoman  treasury,  ho 
bad  often  filled  it  again  ;  if  bis  vaulting  ambi- 
tion broQght  sorrow  to  the   poor,  be  Hympa- 
thized  with  tbem;  if  bis  career  waa  stained 
with  extortion,  be  expended  his  gains  in  beau- 
tifying the  eternal  city ;  if  he  bad  robbed  the 
people  of  ibeir  substances  in  bis  lifetime,  be 
provided  that  much  of  it  should  return  to  them 
at  bis  death.     And  if  we  turn  from  the  far- 


of  the  Sonlli.     With  wbat  a  clamor 

mpt  practices  of  four  or  five  men  in  the 

city  of  New  York  have  been  hailed  for  many 
months  past.  Tbe  iiir  baa  been  vocal  ;  tbe 
press  baa  resoundod  ;  tbe  telegraph  baa  been 
made  weary  of  its  daily  burden,  and  the  nccua- 
ing  voice  ol  self-rigbteous  indignation  bas  been 
universal  and  unceasing.  Tbe  Democratic  party, 
it  is  Irue,  crushed  these  men  in  an  instant ;  but 
still  the  story  of  tbeir  offeuses  salnles  us  every- 
where. And  yet  their  work  of  extortion,  com- 
pared to  that  in  tbe  South,  ib  tbe  mote  to  the 
beam,  the  mole-hlU  to  tlie  mountain,  tbe  speck 
in  the  aky  to  the  cloud  that  overspreads  and 
darkens  the  whole  heavens.  Their  crimes,  too, 
have  a  still  further  miiigation  in  tbe  compari- 
son. If  Uiey  enriched  tbemselvee,  tbey  at  least 
did  not  take  all.  They  made  New  York  the 
wander  and  the  glory  of  modern  civilization. 
If  they  robbed  tbe  people,  they  bestowed  upon 
tbem  in  return  a  city  more  magnificently 
adorned  with  public  works  than  Rome  or 
Paris  in  tbeir  days  of  pride,  of  pomp,  and  of 
power.  Her  glorions  parks,  ber  vast  avenues, 
her  newly  opened,  eoiid,  and  far-reaching 
streets  will  testify  to  afler  ages  that  her  officials 
bequeathed  to  ber  soma  compensation  for  the 
wrongs  they  inflicted  upon  her  good  name. 
No  such  conduct  illuminates  a  siosle  page  of 
the  present  epoch  in  the  South.  You  look  in 
vain  from  Hampton  Roads  to  the  Bay  of  Qal- 
veston  for  a  single  monument  erected  to  tbe 
public  good  by  that  party  which  has  so  steriily 


:orruptly  governed  in  all  that  v 
spread   region.     No  colleges,  aeminaries    or 
schools  founded  and  endowed  with  ihe  treas- 
lofly  edifices  or 

i  rivers  j  no  parched  ploitia 
productive ;  no  rtca-awampa 
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ditched  nod  redeemed  for  caltiTatlon ;  no  ca* 
uals  cat  in  order  to  connect  the  natural  chan- 
nels of  trade  and  commerce ;  no  rivers  improved 
or  harbors  made  more  B{)acious  and  secure ; 
none  of  these  works  of  utility  and  patriotism 
relieve  the  monotonous  desolation  which  nn> 
holy  avarice  and  unrefstrained  oppression  has 
stamped  upon  the  South.  She  has  nothing  to 
mitigate  her  degradation.  She  has  been  stripped 
and  robbed  and  left  by  the  way-side.  Her  effects, 
moneys,  and  credits  have  been  transported  to 
other  States  and  climes,  to  return  to  her  no 
more  forever.  Her  well-favored  and  fat- 
fleshed  kine,  feeding  in  her  meadows,  have 
been  devoured.  The  frogs,  the  darkness,  t^e 
lice,  and  the  locusts  left  more  blessings  behind 
them  in  Egypt  than  this  portion  of  the  Repub- 
lic has  received  from  its  modern  rulers. 

Sir,  I  challenge  the  darkest  annals  of  the 
human  race  for  a  parallel  to  the  robberies 
which  have  been  perpetrated  on  eleven  Ameri- 
can States.  Ireland  has  been  made  to  enrich 
many  a  lawless  lord  lieutenant  sent  over  by 
England  to  govern  that  beautiful  but  unhappy 
island.  The  stories  of  her  wrongs  and  pillage 
have  been  said  and  sung  in  every  hamlet  in 
the  civilized  world ;  yet  her  contributions  to 
the  cause  of  a  wicked  Government  have  been 
mere  pittances  compared  to  what  the  South 
has  been  compelled  to  make. 

Seventy  years  before  the  birth  of  Christ  Sicily 
was  ravaged  and  despoiled  by  a  consul  of  Rome. 
Though  more  than  nineteen  centuries  have 
come  and  gone  since  then,  yet  the  name  of 
Verres  retains  all  its  freshness  of  immortal 
infamy.  He  was  prosecuted  by  the  authority 
of  the  Roman  senate,  and  fled  for  an  asylum 
to  strange  and  foreign  lands.  He  died  mis- 
erably in  exile,  and  his  dishonored  dust  was 
not  permitted  to  mingle  with  the  soil  of  the 
Roman  republic.  Wc  find,  however,  in  Mid- 
dleton's  Life  of  Cicero,  that  all  the  peculations, 
extortions,  bribes,  and  larcenies  charged  upon 
Verres  daring  his  entire  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  Sicily  did  not  exceed  $2,000,000 ; 
equal  to  only  one  third  of  the  amount  for 
which  the  Tribune,  of  New  York,  says  Gov- 
ernor Scott  fraudulently  issued  the  bonds  of 
South  Carolina  in  a  single  transaction.  The 
basest  Roman  consul  whose  name  is  pre- 
served on  the  pages  of  the  historian  becomes 
respectable  by  the  side  of  a  southern  Gov- 
ernor under  the  present  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment. The  crimes  of  Warren  Hastings,  as 
the  ruler  of  distant  and  conquered  colonies, 
have  long  been  the  theme  of  swelling  periods 
and  lofty  declamation.  There  was  much  in 
his  situation  to  extenuate  his  offenses.  He 
was  charged  by  his  Government  to  hold  its 
valuable  possessions  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  globe.  He  was  in  the  midst  of  fierce, 
revengeful,  and  undying  hostilities.  He  was 
surroundea  by  a  race  with  which  be  had  no 
bond  or  tic  of  blood  or  of  language.  It  was 
perfidious  and  cruel,  and  mocked  at  the  faith 
of  treaties.  But  even  admitting  that  his  guilt 
was  OS  great  as  it  was  painted  by  the  flaming 
imagination  of  Burke  or  the  impassioned 
rhetoric  of  Sheridan,  yet  all  the  burdens  he 
imposed  upon  all  the  East  Indies  do  not  equal 
those  which  have  been  fastened  upon  the  two 
States  of  Georgia  and  Louisiana  alone,  since 
the  disastrous  dawn  of  reconstruction. 

•Sir,  on  the  facts  which  I  have  stated  I 
invoke  the  judgment  of  the  country.  What 
right  have  you  to  expect  peace  and  order  in  a 
land  whose  rulers  are  lawless  felons?  When 
did  a  bad  Government  ever  fail  to  produce 
wickedness  and  crime  ?    Do  you  expect  the 

Seople  to  obey  the  laws  when  their  officials 
0  not?  Do  you  expect  them  to  love  and 
reverence  a  Government  whose  policy  has 
made  them  bankrupt  and  miserable  ?  Do  you 
wonder  that  they  become  restless,  desperate, 
and  disobedient  as  they  daily  behold  the  fruits 
of  their  toil  stolen  in  the  name  of  their  Gov- 
ernment? Are  you  amazed  at  scenes  of  vio- 
lence, outrage,  bloodshed,  and  cruel  ven- 
geance, when  the  Executive  of  a  State  sets 


aside  the  entire  administration  of  justice? 
Rather  should  you  be  filled  with  astonishment 
at  the  forbearance  and  moderation  you  have 
witnessed.  If  the  foremost  agents  in  the  work 
of  sonthern  min  and  destruction  since  the  close 
of  the  war  had  been  driven  from  that  country 
by  its  plundered  citizens,  who  now  would  rise  up 
here  and  condemn  the  act?  In  the  disorders 
which  afflict  the  South  the  philosophic  mind 
beholds  the  inevitable  results  of  well-known 
causes.  Had  yoa  sown  the  seeds  of  kindness 
and  good  will,  they  would  long  ere  this  have 
blossomed  into  prosperity  and  peace.  Had 
you  sown  the  seeds  of^  honor,  you  would  have 
reaped  a  golden  harvest  of  contentment  and 
obedience.  Had  yon  extended  your  charities 
and  your  justice  to  a  distressed  people,  you 
would  have  awakened  a  grateful  affection  in 
return.  But  as  you  have  planted  in  hate  and 
nurtured  in  corruption,  so  have  been  the  fruits 
which  you  have  gathered. 

EVILS  OF  THE  CIVIL  SERVICE  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  McCRARY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  one 
of  the  number  who  believe  that  a  thorough, 
radical,  and  permanent  reform  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice is  demanded  by  the  best  interests,  not 
only  of  the  Government  itself,  but  of  the  pub- 
lic servants  and  the  people  generally.  I  nave 
long  beep  convinced  that  the  evils  of  the  sys- 
tem, which  for  nearly  forty  years  has  been 
practiced  by  whatever  party  has  happened  to 
be  in  power,  are  so  great  as  to  call  loudly  for 
a  remedy.  So  believing,  I  voted  cheerfully  for 
that  provision  of  the  act  of  March  3,  1871, 
which  provides — 

*'That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
be  ifl  hereby,  aathorised  to  preeoribe  snoh  rales  and 
regulations  for  the  admission  of  persons  into  the  civil 
service  of  the  United  States  as  will  best  promote  the 
efficiency  thereof,  and  ascertain  the  fitness  of  each 
candidate  in  respect  to  age,  health,  character,  knowl- 
edge, and  ability  for  the  ocanoh  of  service  into  which 
he  seeks  to  enter;  and  for  this  purpose  the  President 
is  authorised  to  employ  suitable  persons  to  conduct 
said  inquiries,  to  prescribe  their  duties,  and  to  es- 
tablish regulations  for  the  conduct  of  persons  who 
may  receive  appointments  in  the  eivil  service." 

'  Although  this  proyision,  as  I  thought  at  the 
time  of  its  adoption,  promised  nothiue  more 
than  a  partial  and  temporary  remedy,  and 
therefore  stopped  far  snort  of  the  reform 
really  needed,  it  seemed  to  me  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  I  expected  little  from  it, 
because  it  was  not  aimed  at  the  chief  evil  of 
the  civil  service.  It  limited  the  power  of  the 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  under  it  to 
prescribing  '*  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
admission  of  persons  into  the  civil  service,'' 
whereas  the  great  evil  of  removals  without 
cause  was  left  untouched.  It  may  be  well 
enough  to  guard  the  entrance  into  the  civil 
service  by  proper  regulations,  but  this  is  of 
small  moment  when  compared  to  the  import- 
ance of  securitu;  to  every  official  some  certain 
permanence  or  tenure  and  security  against 
causeless  and  sudden  removal. 

The  act  in  question  also  provided  for  estab- 
lishing rules  for  ascertaining  *Hhe  fitness  of 
each  candidate  in  respect  to  age,  health,  char- 
acter, knowledge,  and  ability  for  the  branch 
of  service  into  which  he  seeks  to  enter;''  but 
want  of  fitness  in  these  respects  was  and  is 
among  the  least  of  the  evils  of  the  service.  I 
supported  this  measure,  therefore,  only  because 
I  telt  that  something  was  demanded,  and  be- 
cause at  the  time  nothing  beyond  this  was 
within  our  reach ;  but  I  was  well  convinced  then 
and  am  still  more  thoroughly  convinced  now, 
that  other  and  more  radical  and  far-reaching 
measures  must  be  resorted  to. 

The  measures  which  seem  to  me  essential 
are  the  following: 

1.  A  fixed  and  definite  term  of  office  for 
every  civil  officer  of  the  Government,  (with  a 
few  necessary  exceptions,)  and  removals  for 
cause  only. 

2.  The  election  of  Federal  officers  by  the 
people  in  all  cases  where  this  is  practicable. 

The  first  could  be  accomplished,  temporarily 
at  least,  b;^  an  act  of  Congress,  since  the  na- 
tional Legislature  may  under  the  Constitution 


fix  the  tenure  of  all  civil  officers ;  and  I  am  in 
favor  of  the  passage  of  isuch  a  bill  at  the  pres- 
ent session. 

The  second  can  only  be  accomplished  by 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  In  my 
judgment  any  reform  in  the  ciyil  service 
which  is  to  permanently  remedy  the  evils 
of  which  we  complain  must  be  by  way  of  con* 
stitutional  amendment.  I  have  accordingly 
thought  proper  to  embrace  both  of  these  prop- 
ositions in  the  following  proposed  constitu- 
tional amendment: 

Joint  resolution  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 

Constitution. 

Hetohed  by  the  Stnal^andHonn  q/  B^rttemtathf 
qf  the  United  Statee  ofAmerxoa  tn  Cbapre**  asermhUd, 
(two  thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,)  That  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  Gonstitation  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  be,  and  is  hereby,  proposed  to  the  Legis- 
latures of  the  several  States : 

Abticls  — . 

All  civil  officers  of  the  United  States,  except  judge? 
of  the  Supreme  and  inferior  courts,  the  heads  of 
Departments,  and  those  whose  duties  are  temporarj- 
in  their  character,  shall  hold  office  for  a  term  of 
four  years,  unless  a  longer  term  shall  be  fixed  by 
law.  Congress  may  by  law  provide  for  the  election 
by  the  people  of  postmasters  and  other  officer^ 
whose  duties  are  to  be  performed  within  the  limits  of 
any  State  or  part  of  a  State ;  but  the  President  shall 
have  the  power  of  removal  of  any  snoh  officer, 
whether  appointed  or  elected,  for  any  cause  affect- 
ing the  incambent's  character,  habits,  or  other 
qualifications,  excepting  political  er  religions  opin- 
ions. 

I  propose  to  embrace  in  one  amendment 
both  propositions,  because  I  want  to  secure 
a  ireform  which  snail  be  permanent,  and  be- 
cause I  do  not  believe  any  reform  can  be 
permanent  which  does  not  remove  from  all 
parties  in  the  future  the  great  temptation 
which  the  power  to  vacate  at  one  stroke  some 
eighty  thousand  offices  must  always  present 
We  can  enact  a  law  to  provide  for  perma- 
nency of  tennre,  but  some  new  party  which 
may  rise  up  in  the  futuie,  upon  coming  into 
power  may  repeal  it  in  order  to  reward  its 
adherents.  Let  us,  therefore,  strike  at  the 
root  of  the  evil  by  making  these  reform  meas- 
ures a  part  of  the  Constitution. 

It  should  be  no  matter  of  surprise  that  the 
Constitution,  which  was  adopted  nearly  a  cen- 
tury ago,  by  a  people  only  about  one  tenth  as 
numerous  as  our  present  population,  who 
inhabited  but  a  small  fraction  of  our  present 
territory,  and  who  could  have  had  but  a  faint 
conception  of  the  magnitude  already  attained 
by  the  nation  they  established,  should  be  fonnd 
inadequate  to  meet  every  emergency,  and  to 
open  tnc  way  to  every  needed  reform.  As  the 
country  has  develo2>ed,  and  as  new  and  unfore- 
seen exigencies  have  arisen,  amendments  have 
been  found  necessary  and  have  been  adopted. 
Our  fathers  foresaw  this  necessity,  and  pro- 
vided for  it  in  the  Constitution  itself,  which 
provides  for  its  own  amendment  by  two  dis- 
tinct modes.  The  wonder  is,  that  the  Consti- 
tution was  originally  so  nearly  perfect  that  it 
has  adapted  itself  as  fully  as  it  has,  to  our  con 
tinually  expanding  wants,  to  our  constantly 
multiplying  interests,  and  to  so  many  new  and 
unforeseen  phases  of  our  national  life. 

Fifteen  amendments  to  the  Constitution  have 
been  adopted  since  the  year  1800.  I  beliere 
the  verdict  of  the  people  to-day  upon  the  meriti^ 
of  these  amendments  is  that  they  were  right 
and  that  they  were  necessary.  I  cherish  a<* 
much  reverence  for  that  sacred  instrument  a^ 
any  man,  and  yet  I  am  free  to  declare  that  no 
valuable  and  permanent  reform  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice can  be  achieved  without  its  further  ameod* 
ment.  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  this  clear  as 
I  proceed. 

Before  attempting  to  provide  a  remedy  for 
the  present  evilii  of  the  civil  service  we  should 
endeavor  to  understand  their  nature  and  their 
cause.  The  board  of  commissioners  oigan- 
ized  under  the  act  of  March  last,  from  which 
I  have  quoted,  have  fallen  (and  perhaps  thej 
were  led  by  the  terms  of  the  act  itself)  into 
the  error  of  supposing  that  the  trouble  arises 
from  the  appointment  of  incompetent  persons 
to  office,  and  that  it  may  therefore  be  reme- 
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died  by  competitive  examiDation.  I  call  this 
an  error,  for  each  it  is  and  nothing  else. 

The  Government  has  not  been  troubled 
much  with  incompetent  officials.  If  SQch  are 
ever  appointed,  as  donbtless  they  sometimes 
are,  they  yery  soon  make  known  their  incom- 
petency and  are  not  long  retained.  In  fact,  I 
believe  the  competency  and  efficiency  of  the 
officers  of  our  civil  service  are  conceded  by 
those  best  informed  upon  the  sabject.  If, 
boweyer,  incompetency  was  the  trouble,  com- 
petitive examinations  wonld  not  afford  the 
remedy.  The  successful  man  in  such  an  ex- 
amination  will  not  always,  or  generally,  prore 
the  most  competent  and  useful  in  office.  Prac- 
tical ability  is  what  is  needed,  and  this  is  often 
found  in  persons  who  would  answer  questions 
in  philosophy  or  metaphysics  but  poorly,  and 
who  miffht  not  excel  even  in  elocution  or 
penmansnip. 

Besides,  I  protest  against  the  policy  of 
placing  all  the  offices  in  the  hands  of  those  who 
have  been  blessed  with  the  means  and  oppor- 
tunity of  acquiring  a  thorough,  technical  educa- 
tion, to  the  exclusion  of  those  in  humbler  cir- 
cumstances, and  with  less  thorough  culture,  but 
who  are  abundantly  qualified  to  fill  with  ability 
and  success  many  of  the  civil  offices  of  the 
Government. '  If  a  board  of  examiners  are  to 
decide  who  shall  be  appointed,  or,  what  is 
equivalent,  name  three  persons  and  require 
the  appointment  of  one  of  the  three,  then 
I  apprehend  that  many  of  the  best  men  in 
the  land  will  be  practically  crowded  out  to 
make  room  for  others  more  highly  educated, 
but  really  no  better  qualified.  The  trouble  is 
not  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  competent  persons 
for  the  offices.  I  agree  that  there  must  be  an 
examination  of  applicants  for  many  of  the 
places,  or,  what  is  better,  an  employment  for  a 
short  time  on  trial,  but  all  this  can  with  safety 
be  left  to  the  officer  under  whose  immediate 
supervision  the  applicant  is  to  be  employed. 

The  truth  is,  the  civil  service  commission 
have  mistaken  the  evil,  and,  very  naturally, 
the  remedy  also.  The  evil  is  not  incompe- 
tency, and  the  remedy  is  not  competitive 
examination.  It  may  be  said  that  the  great 
evil  is  the  filling  of  all  the  offices  with  parti- 
sans. This  is  partly  true  and  partly  not  true. 
I  hold  that  the  power  of  making  vacancies  at 
any  time  and  without  cause,  in  order  to  fill 
them  with  personal  friends  or  as  a  reward  for 
services  to  a  party,  is  the  great  source  of  all 
the  difficulty.  If  every  man  who  is  appointed 
to  a  civil  office  could  know  that  he  had  a  right 
ro  the  office  for  a  fixed  period,  not  to  be  for- 
feited except  for  misconduct  or  incapacity, 
many  of  the  most  grievous  of  the  evils  of  the 
civil  service  would  disappear. 

I  hold- that  whoever  is  chosen  to  and  accepts 
an  office,  and  assumes  its  responsibilities  and 
duties,  giving  up  other  employment  for  that 
purpose,  ought  to'  have  a  right  to  it  for  a  fixed 
term,  and  should  not  be  subject  to  removal 
within  that  term  because  of  any  honest  opinions 
he  may  entertain,  nor  because  of  the  persons 
or  the  party  in  whose  behalf  he  gives  his  influ- 
ence or  his  vote.  But  I  hold,  further,  that  after 
having  given  to  every  official  this  fixed  term 
of  office,  when  vacancies  occur  in  the  ordinary 
way  in  an  office  to  be  filled  by  appointment, 
the  President  or  other  appointing  officer  should 
be  at  liberty  to  prefer  his  political  friends  to 
his  political  opponents. 

I  cannot  go  so  far  as  to  favor  a  statute  re- 
quiring the  President  to  appoint  nersoos  to 
office  whose  official  patronage  and  influence 
will  be  wielded  in  opposition  to  the  principles 
which  he  believes  essential  to  national  pros- 
perity. Let  a  term  be  fixed  during  which  the 
official  is  secure  against  removal  for  opin- 
ion's sake,  and  we  need  fear  no  evil  as  the 
result  of  allowing  every  President  to  fill  vacan- 
cies, as  they  regularly  and  naturally  occur, 
from  among  Bis  party  friends  if  he  chooses  to 
prefer  them.  Take  away  the  power  to  create 
vacancies  at  will,  and  you  need  not  fear  the 


power  of  filling  them,  especially  if  the  ap- 
pointing power  is  curtailed  by  giving  to  the 
people  the  power  to  elect  in  a  lar^e  majority 
of  cases.  Once  this  reform  is  inaugurated 
vacancies  will  occur  at  intervals  and  not  in 
overwhelming  numbers  at  the  opening  of  each 
new  Administration.  There  will  be  time  and 
opportunity  to  consider  the  merits  of  appli- 
cants. The  President  will  not  be  harassed 
from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  his  admin- 
istration by  seekers  for  office.  It  being  un- 
derstood that  there  is  no  power  to  make  '^a 
place'*- for  anybody  by  removing  an  incum- 
bent, the  great  pressure  for  place  will  be 
removed. 

In  a  large  class  of  places  in  the  Departments 
and  elsewhere,  where  experience  is  very  val- 
uable, reappointments  will  doubtless  bo,  as 
a  matter  of  course  ;  but  the  public  service 
will  be  greatly  benefited  by  the  incumbents  of 
these  places  understanding  that  a  reappoint- 
ment depends  upon  faithfulness  and  efficiency. 
Heretofore  every  new  President,  and  to  a  great 
extent  every  new  Cabinet  minister  or  member 
of  Congress,  has  been  expected  to  make  room 
for  his  especial  friends  and  supporters  by 
making  or  procuring  to  be  made  removals. 
So  long  as  it  is  known  that  the  President  can 
without  eause  make  removals,  and  that  cer- 
tain members  of  Congress  can  influence  the 
President,  so  long  the  pressure  for  office,  the 
clamor  for  change,  and  the  great  wrong  and 
injustice  of  causeless  removals  will  contintie. 
But  take  away  this  power  of  removal  without 
cause,  and  the  clamor  will  cease  in  great 
measure,  the  pressure  will  grow  light,  and  the 
injustice  of  causeless  removals  will  come  to 
an  end. 

A  fixed  and  definite  tenure  of  office  for  every 
Federal  official  is  not  only  best  for  the  people 
but  it  is  due  to  the  officeholder.  He  loses  his 
independence  and  manhood  in  a  large  meas- 
ure when  the  support  of  his  family  depends 
upon  retaining  his  office,  and  retaining  his  office 
depends  upon  his  thinking  and  acting  polit- 
ically as  some  one  else  may  dictate.  Nothing 
coula  be  more  distasteful  to  an  American  citi- 
zen, possessed  of  the  true  spirit  of  independ- 
ence, than  to  hold  office  at  the.  pleasure  of 
another,  with  the  certain  knowledge  that  he 
must  think  and  vote  as  that  other  desires  or 
lose  his  place.  To  hold  office  upon  such  tenns 
is  destructive  of  true  freedom.  The  right  of  pri- 
vate judgment  and  freedom  of  speech  should 
be  as  sacred  in  politics  as  in  religion. 

The  fact  that  no  civil  offices,  except  those 
of  a  judicial  character,  have  any  dentiite  or 
permanent  tenure,  has  made  possible  the  prac- 
tice of  regarding  the  offices  all  forfeited  to  the 
successful  party  in  a  presidential  campaign. 
The  wholesale  removal  from  office  which,  in 
consequence  of  this  pernicious  doctrine,  gen- 
erally follows  a  change  of  Administration,  is, 
perhaps,  the  greatest  evil  of  our  present  sys- 
tem. A  new  President  comes  to  Washington 
to  be  inaugurated  and  finds  that  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  his  ardent  friends  and  admirers  have 
flocked  hither  in  advance  of  him  to  receive 
their  reward  for  faithful  services  rendered. 
They  are  not  in  all  cases  the  most  disinter- 
estecl  and  patriotic  friends  of  the  new  Admin- 
istration, nor  in  any  sense  the  most  competent 
or  deserving,  but  they  are  the  most  persistent 
and  clamorous.  They  urge  their  member  of 
Congress  to  press  their  claims  daily  upon  Presi- 
dent and  Cabinet.  The  new  Chief  Magistrate 
finds  himself  so  sorely  pressed  as  to  be  almost 
compelled  to  remove  the  ^reat  mass  of  the 
men  in  office,  and  to  fill  their  places  with  new 
men  of  whose  fitness  he  knows  nothing  and 
about  which  he  has  little  opportunity  to  learn. 

We  shall  soon  have  one  hundred  thousand 
Federal  offices  which,  if  the  Constitution  be 
not  amended,  must  be  filled  by  appointment. 
Shall  we,  I  ask  in  all  seriousness,  deliberately 
continue  a  system  which  places  this  immense 
patronage  in  the  hands  of  one  man,  makes  it 
the  prize  for  which  presidential  contests  are 


fought,  and  sanctions  the  doctrine  which  de- 
clares it  all  as  legitimate  spoils  in  the  hands 
of  the  successful  party?  In  the  hands  of  a 
patriotic  and  honest  Executive  such  vast  pat- 
ronage is  dangerous,  because  he  must,  in  a 
large  majority  of  cases,  act  upon  the  advice 
of  others,  and  may  therefore  innocently  fur- 
ther the  purposes  of  corrupt  and  designing 
men,  but  when  this  vast  power  comes  into  the 
hands  of  a  weak  or  wicxed  man,  as  it  has  in 
the  past,  and  may  again  in  the  future,  who 
can  estimate  the  power  for  evil  it  would  give 
him? 

It  does  not  seem  to  me  to  require  further 
argument  to  show  that  at  the  bottom  of  all 
the  evils  of  the  civil  service  lies  the  power 
of  removal  without  cause  and  the  consequent 
uncertainty  of  tenureC  These  produce  nat- 
urally and  inevitably  the  great  majority  of 
all  the  evils  of  which  we  complain.  If  this 
be  so,  the  utter  failure  of  the  plan  adopted  by 
the  President  upon  the  recommendation  of 
the  board  of  civil  service  commissioners  is 
inevitable.  It  will  ftiil  because  it  does  not 
deal  with  the  power  of  removals.  It  will  fail 
for  other  reasons,  to  which  I  will  now  call  the 
attention  of  the  House. 

It  is  necessarily  temporary.  Our  present 
Chief  Executive  may  faithfully  pbserve  it, 
but  will  his  successor  do  so?  He  has  told 
us  in  his  message  that  the  rules  would  not 
bind  his  successor  unless  they  shall  be  em- 
bodied in  an  act  of  Congress.  We  shall  see 
presently  that  any  such  act  of  Congress  with- 
out an  amendment  of  the  Constitution  would 
be  of  very  questionable  validity.  If  adopted, 
however,  what  guarantee  of  permanency  have 
we?  Would  it  not  be  repealed  by  the  first 
Congress  elected  after  its  practical  operation 
became  known  ?  Or  if  it  escaped  this,  what 
would  be  its  fate  if  some  other  party  than  that 
now  in  power  should  get  control  ?  No  sooner 
would  the  leaders  of  such  a  party  come  into 
power,  than  they  wonld  be  set  upon  with 
the  cry  that  they  ought  to  reward  those  who 
were  most  active  in  securing  their  elevation, 
and  so  great  would  be  the  pressure  that  it 
would  be  next  to  impossible  to  prevent  a 
repeal  of  all  these  rules  and  a  return  to  the 
old  system  of  rewarding  the  victors  with  the 
spoils. 

I  am  not  satisfied  with  these  rules  for  another 
reason.  I  do  not  believe  they  are  binding,  or 
can'  be  made  binding  upon  any  President, 
while  the  Constitution  remains  unchanged. 
The  appointing  power  is  .vested  by  the  Consti- 
tution m  the  President  and  Senate,  or  in  the 
heads  of  Departments,  or  courts  of  law.  If 
Congress  shall  adopt  the  rules  in  question  in 
the  form  of  a  statute,  the  effect  of  such  statute, 
if  it  have  any  effect  at  all,  will  be  to  require 
the  appointment  in  each  case  of  one  of  three 
persons,  to  be  named  by  a  board  of  examiners, 
as  the  persons  best  qualified  among  the  num- 
ber, be  it  great  or  small,  who  have  seen  fit  to 
submit  to  a  competitive  examination.  Does 
not  such  a  provision  virtualhr  take  the  appoint- 
ing power  away  from  the  officers  in  whom  the 
Constitution  vests  it? 

If  Congress  can  compel  the  President  to 
appoint  one  of  three  persons  in  a  case  where 
the  Constitution  declares  the  President  shall 
appoint,  it  can  of  course  require  the  appoint- 
ment of  one  of  two,  and  may  provide  that  the 
three  or  the  two,  as  the  case  may  be,  from 
whom  the  selection  must  be  made,  shall  be 
named  bf  some  person  or  persons  other  than 
the  President.  1  know  it  is  said  that  Con- 
gress may  provide  the  qualifications  which  a 
civil  officer  shall  possess,  as  that  he  shall  be  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States  twenty- one  years 
of  ape,  or  that  he  shall  possess  certain  quali- 
fications of  an  edncational  character.  This 
may  be  admitted,  and  the  admission  does  not 
solve  the  difficulty.  Suppose  it  be  conceded 
that  Congress  may  require  all  these  qualifica- 
tionSj  can  it  provide  that  the  President  or  other 
appointing  officer  under  the  Constitution  shall 
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be  required  to  take  and  be  bound  by  the 
opinion  of  a  board  of  examiners  as  to  what 
persona  are  qualified? 

To  state  the  point  in  another  form :  suppose 
the  President,  in  violation  of  such  a  statutOi 
should  appoint  a  person  possessing  atl  the 
qaalifications  required  but  who  had  not  been 
examined  by  the  board,  would  not  such  an 
appointment  be  perfectly  le^al?  Under  the 
Goustituiion  I  insist  that  the  President  (or  the 
head  of  a  Department,  or  judge  of  a  court,  as 
the  case  may  be]  can  appoint  any  citizen  pos- 
sessing the  qualiBcations  required  by  law,  and 
the  appointing  officer  is  to  judge  of  and  decide 
upon  the  fitness  of  each  applicant,  and  can- 
not be  compelled  to  take  thQ  opinion  of  an 
tixamining  board  and  to  shut  his  eyes  to  all 
other  liji;lit.  Any  person  who  is  in  fact  quali- 
fied may  be  appointed,  and  the  appointing 
officer  may  ascertain  the  facts  in  regard  to 
qualidcations  by  such  means  as  seem  to  him 
bent.  He  cannot  be  required  to'  assume  that 
only  three  men  in  the  country  are  qualified 
because  only  that  number  have  been  examined 
and  certified  to  him  as  qualified.  If,  therefore, 
these  rules  were  enacted  into  the  form  of  a 
statute,  they  would  not  bind  an  Executive  who 
did  not  choose  to  be  bound  by  them. 

Another  and  very  serious  objection  to  this 
system  is,  ihat  it  takes  the  responsibility  for 
appointments  from  the  President  and  heads 
of  Departments  and  places  it  practically  no- 
where. If  an  official  proved  unfaithful  under 
the  old  system,  full  as  it  was  of  fauUs.  the 
Ad ininisi  ration  was  held,  in  a  measure  at  least, 
responsible ;  but  under  the  new  system,  the 
appointing  officer  can  say  of  such  an  official, 
'^Ho  stood  at  the  head  of  the  listas  presented 
by  the  examining  board,  and  his  appointment 
had  to  be  made.*'  The  examining  board  will 
shield  themselves  by  the  plea  that  his  exam- 
ination was  eminently  satisfactory.  Let  the 
number  of  offices  to  be  filled  by  appointment 
be  cartailed  as  far  as  possible,  but  let  the  power 
to  make  appointments  be  placed  in  the  nands 
of  the  Executive  unreservedly,  and  let  him 
stand  before  the  country  as  responsible  for 
them.  Do  not  make  him  the  mere  instrument 
of  executing  the  will  of  others,  but  in  so  far 
as  he  appoints  at  all  lethim  be  the  real  appoint- 
ing power. 

But  again,  is  there  not  a  serious  objection  to 
declaring  by  law  that  no  man  shall  have  an 
office  unless  he  seeks  it  and  travels  perhaps 
to  VVashinffton  to  appear  before  a  board,  and, 
in  the  confessed  character  of  an  office-seeker, 
to  submit  to  the  humiliation  of  a  public  com- 
petitive examination  and  take  all  the  many 
chances  of  success?  Is  there  not  something  in 
thp  idea  that  the  office  should  seek  the  man, 
and  not  the  man  the  office  ?  Will  not  such  a 
regulation  disgust  the  best  men  in  the  country 
and  deter  them  from  applying  for  positions  in 
the  civil  service?    I  think  it  will. 

In  this  connection  let  me  add  that  it  is  in- 
tegrity, incorruptible  honesty,  that  is  needed 
in  public  officials.  These  are  qualities  not  to 
be  discovered  by  a  competitive  examination. 
It  is  of  vastly  more  importance  that  a  post- 
master, reveuue  collector,  or  the  head  of  a 
bureau  should  be  a  man  of  high  character  for 
rectitude  in  business,  for  private  morality  and 
devoted  patriotism,  than  that  he  should  excel 
all  others  in  penmanship  or  in  his  proficiency 
in  any  or  all  tue  branches  of  a  first-class  educa- 
tion. 

Another,  and  I  think  an  insuperable  objec- 
tion to  this  system  is  the  difficulty  of  carrying  it 
into  effect.  Will  a  board  of  examiners  travel 
the  country  over  so  as  to  examine  applicants 
at  their  places  of  residence?  I  apprehend 
such  a  roving  commissiou  will  hardly  be 
thought  expedient  or  proper.  It  would  cer- 
tainly, if  attempted,  fail  altogether  to  furnish 
equal  opportunities  to  all  the  people.  Will 
boards  be  organized  in  each  locality  ?  If  so, 
who  is  to  examine  the  examiners,  and  decide 
that  they  are  fit,  oompetent,  impartial,  and 


proper  persons  for  the  exercise  of  their  almost 
autocratic  powers?  Under  this  plan  their 
numbers  would  be  legion,  and  as  they  would 
control  all  local  appointments,  how  important 
that  they  be  the  right  men  in  the  right  place. 

Suppose  the  office  of  postmaster  in  Cali- 
fornia shall  become  vacant,  the  salary  being 
more  than  two  hundred  dollars,  will  the  Post- 
master General  send  a  commission  to  Califor- 
nia to  examine  applicants  for  the  place,  or 
will  he  require  all  applicants  to  come  to 
Washington  for  examination?  The  former 
would  certainly  not  pay  ^  the  latter  would  be 
the  most  outrageous  injustice.  Will  he  then 
appoint  a  board  of  examiners  for  California 
composed  of  residents  of  that  State  ?  If  so, 
I  asK  again,'  might  he  not  with  equal  safety, 
and  much  less  trouble  and  expense,  appoint 
the  postmaster  at  once?  It  is  said  the  special 
agents  of  the  Post  Office  Department  will  make 
these  examinations,  but  these  special  agents 
have  not  been  appointed  with  any  reference 
to  any  such  duties,  and  are,  many  of  them, 
entirely  unfit  for  them. 

Besides,  the  rules  require  an  examination 
by  a  board,  and  not  by  a  single  individual. 
To  send  a  special  agent  over  the  country  with 
power  to  decide  who  may  and  who  may  not  be 
appointed  to  the  office  of  postmaster  is  hardly 
in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  our  republican 
institutions.  The  old  system  of  consulting  the 
member  of  Congress  representing  the  district 
inwbich  the  officer  is  located  may  have  been 
bad,  but  surely  this  would  be  worse. 

For  these  reasons,  and  others  which  I  might 
name,  I  have  no  faith  in  competitive  examin- 
ation as  a  cure  for  the  evils  of  the  civil  ser- 
vice. To  recapitulate  briefly,  I  insist  that  this 
remedy  will  fail — 

1.  Because  it  does  not  provide  against  re- 
movals without  cause,  and  hence  does  not 
secure  permanency  of  tenure. 

2.  Because  it  assumes  that  the  evil  grows 
out  of  incompetency  among  officers,  which  is 
not  the  case,  and  thafNsompetitive  examin- 
ations would  secure  greater  competency  and 
efficiency,  which  is  not  so. 

8.  Because  it  favors  unjustly  the  highly 
educated,  and  discriminates  unjustly  against 
those'less  favored,  but  not  less  competent. 

4.  Because  it  cannot  be  made  permanent. 

6.  Because  it  cannot  be  made  legally  bind- 
ing upon  the  appointing  power. 

6.  It  invites  office-seeking,  and  excludes 
those  who  will  not  personally  seek  for  official 
position. 

7.  Because  the  all-important  question,  ^'  Is 
he  honest?"  cannot  be  settled  by  it. 

8.  Because  it  cannot  be  practically  applied 
to  many  of  the  offices  of  the  country. 

9.  Because  it  takes  away  the  responsibility 
of  the  appointing  power. 

I  do  not  complain  of  the  President  for  adopt- 
ing the  report  of  the  civil  service  commission. 
I  believe  he  did  right.  That  board  was  com- 
posed of  able  and  eminent  men,  and  it  was 
due  to  them  and  to  the  country  that  their  plan 
should  have  a  fair  trial.  Nor  can  the  com- 
missioners be  blamed.  They  were  limited  by 
the  act  Coneress  to  **  prescribing  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  admission  of  persons  into 
the  civil  service,"  &c.  The  questions  of 
removals  and  of  official  tenure  were  not 
within  the  scope  of  their  powers.  In  my 
opinion  the  result  of  their  labors  is  the  best 
possible  illustration  of  Ihe  fact  that  our  legis- 
lation did  not  touch  the  vital  evils,  and  there- 
fore did  not  open  the  way  for  thorough  re- 
form. I  hear  complaints  made  against  the 
President  and  against  the  civil  service  com- 
mission because  these  rules  are  not  satisfac- 
tory. It  may  be  questioned  whether  the  rules 
are  the  best  that  could  have  been  framed  under 
the  act ;  but  certain  it  is  that  the  act  itself  is 
very  far  from  ^hat  it  ought  to  have  been,  and 
therefore  Congress  should  accept  its  full  share 
of  the  blame,  if  blame  there  be.  For  myself, 
howeveri  I  am  disposed  neither  to  oensure  nor 


blame  the  President,  the  civil'serviee  eommis- 
sion,  or  Congress,  bat  rather  to  rejoice  at  what 
has  been  done  by  each.  Not  that  the  best 
thing  or  the  right  thinf  has  been  done,  but 
because  by  what  has  Been  done  this  great 

?uestion  has  been  brought  prominently  before 
'ongress  and  the  country,  and  has  been  bo 
much  agitated  that  it  most  and  will  have  a 
solution. 

Tax  ELBOnOff  OP  PIDBXAL  OFPXCTBZ  BT  THB  PBOPI.B. 

When  the  Constitution  was  adopted,  the 
question  how  postmasters  should  be  chosen 
was  doubtless  considered  as  of  little  oonse- 
quence.  The  office  is  not  mentioned  by  name 
in  the  Constitution.  The  framers  of  that  in- 
stmment,  wise  and  far-seeing  men  as  they 
were,  could  have  had  little  conoepUon  of  the 
wonderful  growth  of  the  postal  system  of  the 
United  States  which  seventy  five  years  has 
developed.  And  the  system  is  yet  in  its infiincy. 
In  fifty  years  from  to-day  we  shall  doubtless 
have  one  hundred  thousand  post  offices  in  the 
United  States. 

At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Consti- 
tution there  were  only  seventy  five  poet  offices 
in  the  Union :  on  the  second  dtLj  of  the  pres- 
ent month  there  wore  thirty- nine  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty.  The  increase  durine 
the  last  nine  months  has  been  nine  hundred 
offices.     The  number  of  post  offices  was— 

In  1800 ^ 9QS 

In  1806 « « —-.. . 1.55S 

In  1810 «»...>..M......»<*«M...*M^..~.M  ^dOC 

In  1815 M..............^....  S«QOO 

In  1820 4.500 

In  1825 MM..............^......^  5.677 

In  1830 , 8,450 

In  1&J5 JO,l#i 

And  from  1835  to  the  present  the  increase  has 
averaged  over  eight  hundred  per  annum. 

Why  should  the  forty  thousand  postmasters 
which  we  now  have  and  the  one  hundred  thou- 
sand which  we  shall  have  in  half  a  century 
more  be  appointed  by  an  officer  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  who  can  in  tlie  nature  of  things 
know  nothing  personally  about  the  person  ap- 
pointed? Is  there  any  good  reason  for  con- 
tinuing this  system  ? 

The  theory  of  this  Government  is  that  all 
power  is  derived  from  the  people.  I  believe 
in  this  theory,  and  would  reduce  it  to  practice 
as  far  as  possible.  Public  offices  mast  some- 
times, it  is  true,  be  filled  by  appointment,  but 
they  are  supposed  to  be  thus  filled  by  the 
agents  and  servants  of  the  people,  and  there- 
fore indirectly  by  the  people  themselves.  To 
make  good  our  theory  we  should  allow  offices 
to  be  filled  by  appointment  only  in  cases 
where  there  is  something  in  the  character  of 
the  office  or  of  its  duties  to  make  appoint- 
ment the  better  mode.  In  every  case  where 
it  is  practicable  local  officers  should  be  chosen 
directly  by  the  people  whose  servanta  they  are 
to  be,  excepting  a  few,  such  as  judges  of  the 
courts  and  clerks  in  certain  Government  offices. 
If  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution  which  I 
have  proposed  shall  be  adopted,  the  detaib 
will  be  ot  course  for  Congress  to  arrange  by 
determining  what  local  officers  shall  be  elected, 
and  providing  the  mode  and  manner  of  hold- 
ing the  elections. 

There  is  no  officer  of  the  Government,  State 
or  national,  who  sustains  toward  the  people  for 
whom  and  with  whom  he  transacts  public  busi- 
ness such  intimate,  important^  and  delicate 
relations  as  the  postmaster  sustains  to  the  com- 
munity whose  correspondence  passes  through 
his  hands.  It  would  seem  that  if  there  is  any 
officer  in  the  Government  who  ought  to  hie 
chosen  directly  by  thepeople  he  is  to  serve,  it 
is  ihe  postmaster.  He  is,  perhaps,  the  only 
public  officer  with  whom  all  the  people  have 
to  deal,  and  he  is  oertainljr  the  only  one  with 
whom  most  of  the  people  in  his  neighborhood 
are  compelled  to  have  almost  daily  inter- 
course. I  suppose  for  such  an  office  the  aim 
phould  be  to  get  a  man  who  would  best  satisfj 
the  majority  of  the  people.  How  can  the 
President  or  the  Postmaster  (General  know 
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wbo  18  that  man  ?  It  is  impossible  that  they 
•hoald  know  one  in  ten  thousand  of  their  ap- 
pointees. They  must  appoint  a  person  who  is 
recommended  by  some  one  who  is  supposed  to 
know  more  than  they  about  the  wishes  of 
the  people.  No  one  can  know  so  well  as  the 
people  of  the  locality  themselves  who  is  their 
choice.  Why  not  let  them  make  the  choictf 
at  once?  There  is  always  an  effort  to  ascer- 
tain the  wishes  of  the  community  before  a 
postmaster  is  appointed.  Petitions  are  often 
resorted  to,  the  local  representative  is  gener- 
ally oonsultedi  and  all  for  what?  To  ascertain, 
not  precisely  who  is  the  fittest  and  most  ac- 
oeptabie  personi  bnt  to  ascertain  who  among 
the  members  of  the  dominant  party  is  most 
acceptable  to  the  people. 

All  this  amonnts  to  a  concession  that  the 
people  are  lo  be  consulted — that  they  are 
most  deeply  concerned.  It  is  impossible  that 
the  Prenident  should  be  able,  in  many  cases, 
to  determine  for  the  people  who  they  want. 
Necessity  only  can  justify  the  appointing 
power  ill  cases  of  this  kind  ;  and  there  is  no 
necessity.  These  are  purely  local  offices. 
The  dintrict  which  shall  elect  the  postmaster 
ai  a  given  place  can  be  easily  fixed  and  estab- 
lished by  law,  or  by  an  order  of  the  Depart- 
ment. All  the  details  can  be  readily  ar- 
ranged by  legislation.  Faithfulness  and 
promptness  can  be  doubly  assured  by  bond 
and  security,  and  by  the  power  of  removal  for 
cause.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  the  power  of 
removal  without  cause  is  necessary  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  service. 

The  plan  of  electing  local  Federal  officers  is 
not  only  best  for  the  people,  and  due  to  them, 
but  it  is  best  tor  the  Execoiive.  1  am  sure 
DO  true  man  can  hold  the  office  of  President 
without  devoutly  praying  for  relief  from  the 
annoyance,  the  anxiety,  and  the  responsibility 
of  such  vast  patronage.  The  control  of  these 
tens  of  thousands  of  appointments,  scattered 
from  ocean  to  ocean,  to  be  filled  in  nearly  every 
case  upon  the  recommendation  of  others, 
without  knowledge  or  the  means  of  knowl- 
ed%e  as  to  the  fitness  of  applicants,  with  con- 
flicting and  contradictory  recommendations 
from  equally  reliable  sources  in  most  cases, 
with  the  certainty  of  making  a  doasen  enemies 
to  one  friend  in  deciding  every  important 
case  of  oonflieting  claims  tor  an  office— what 

freater  blessing  could  be  conferred  upon  the 
^resident  than  to  relieve  him  of  tbis  great 
burden  and  great  annoyance?  Wjiat  time 
or  opportunity  can  he  have  for  proper  atten- 
tion to  the  weightier  affairs  belonging  to 
his  great  office,  if  he  is  daily  and  almost 
hourly  occupied  with  these  matters?  Let  it 
be  remembered  that  the  vast  majorit^jr  of  the 
officers  now  appointed  by  the  President  or 
heads  of  Departments  are  postmasters  and 
other  local  officers,  whose  election  by  the  peo- 
ple could  readily  be  provided  for  if  the  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  Constitution  shall 
be  ado|)ted,  and  that  by  this  means  the  Exec- 
utive will  be  benefited  as  much  as  the  people 
themselves. 

The  proposition  to* fill  this  vast  number  of 
local  offices  by  a  vote  of  the  people  rather 
than  by  Executive  appointment  must,  I  am 
sure,  commend  itself  to  every  member  of  this 
House  who  will  seriously  consider  it.  Jt  is 
simple  justice  to  the  people,  who  can  always 
•elect  for  themselves  from  among  their  neigh*, 
bors  more  acceptable  officers  than  any  one 
man  living  thousands  of  miles  awav  from 
them,  however  pure  and  disinterested  he  may 
be,  can  select  for  them.  It  will  allow  those 
most  interested  to  choose.  It  will  remove 
from  our  politics  a  vast  source  of  corruption 
by  taking  these  offices  from  the  hands  of  poli- 
ticians, who  too  often  use  them  as  so  much 
political  capital  in  securing  or  keeping  polit- 
ical power,  and  placing  them  in  the  hands  of 
the  people  where  they  rightfully  belong. 
It  will  relieve  the  national  Executive  from 
duties  and  burdens  already  too  mnltitndioou? 


and  harassing,  and  destined  soon  to  become 
too  great  to  be  discharged  by  anj  one  man. 
It  is  entirely  practicable ;  it  is  emmently  just ; 
it  is  greatly  needed  and  highly  important  now ; 
it  will  soon  become  imperatively  necessary. 
To  say  that  it  is  unsafe  or  unwise  is  to  ques- 
tion the  virtue  of  the  people  and  their  anility 
to  govern  themselves.  Let  us  inaugurate  it 
at  once. 

LEA  vie  TO  PRINT. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  by  unanimous  consent,  ob- 
tained leave  to  have  printed  in  the  Globe 
remarks  on  the  constitutioiial  amendments. 
[See  Appendix.] 

INTBENATIONAL  COPYRIOHT. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  bill  which 
was  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Cox]  on  the  6th  December  last, 
entitled  **A  bill  for  securing  to  authors  in 
certain  oases  the  benefit  of  international  copy- 
right, and  to  advance  the  development  of 
American  literature.*' 

What  a  melancholy  spectacle  is  presented  to 
the  Christian  and  moralist  in  thisday  of  boasted 
enlightenment  by  the  two  greatest  nations  on 
the  globe  in  their  dealings  with  each  other  in  the 
matter  of  mental  commodities.  T^o  bands  of 
literary  pirates,  virtually  armed  with  letters  of 
marque  from  their  Governments,  (for  their  Gov- 
ernments would  most  assuredly  protect  them 
if  resistance  were  made  to  their  piratical  en- 
croachments,) launch  themselves  boldly  forth 
on  the  great  sea  of  literature,  and  openly  flaunt- 
ing the  black  flagin  the  midday  sun,  swoop  mer- 
cilessly down  upon  property  which  they  know 
to  be  another's,  and  selecting  for  capture  the 
richest  prizes  there  afloat,  hurry  them  into 
port,  where  they  find  thousands  of  eager  pur- 
chasers. These  purchasers  having,  as  one 
might  think,  no  honest  scruples,  ])ropound  no 
awkward  queries  about  right  and  title,  but  buy 
and  read  and  ponder  and  profit  by  their  ill- 
gotten  merchandise  just  as  coolly  and  as  calmly 
as  if  no  crime  had  been  committed  against 
the  laws  of  God  and  of  justice.  To  see  men 
who  vaunt  their  Christianity,  their  high  civil- 
ization, and  their  honor,  thus  intent  on  plunder- 
ing; one  another,  is  well  calculated  to  bring  to 
mind  the  lines  of  the  poet : 

"  See  the  oirclinc  hunt  of  noisy  men 
Burst  law's  inciosuro,  leap  the  mounds  of  riffht, 
Parsuinff  and  pursued,  each  other's  prey. 
As  wolves  for  rapine,  as  the  fox  for  wiles. 
Till  death,  that  mighty  hunter,  earths  them  all." 

But  there  is  a  side  to  this  picture  far  worse 
for  us  than  this,  bad  though  it  is.  Not  onl^ 
England,  but  all  the  leading  nations  of  conti- 
nental Europe,  have  for  years  been  holding 
out  to  us  for  acceptance  a  fair  and  honorable 
ofifer  which,  if  we  will  but  agree  to  it,  will  at 
once  remedy  all  this  indiscriminate  and  dis- 
graceful pillaging.  It  is  indeed  not  too  inuch 
to  say  that  such  plain  infractions  of  the  eighth 
commandment,  tacitly  sanctioned  as  they  are 
by  our  Government,  and  constantly  goin^j  on  in 
our  midst,  by  habituating  us  to  scenes  ot  open 
robbery  perpetrated  with  entire  impunity,  are 
enough  to  demoralize  the  whole  nation,  already 
deeply  tainted  with  political  corruption.  And 
perhaps  the  most  startling  feature  of  the  mat- 
ter is  to  be  found  in  the  utter  indiCTerence 
with  which  the  whole  thing  has  come  to  be  re- 
garded even  by  persons  of  undoubted  integrity. 
Why,  if  the  proposed  bill  should  do  no  more 
than  simply  remedy  this  state  of  things,  it 
would  even  then  prove  to  our  country  and  to 
the  world  a  priceless  benefit.  Now  let  us 
examine  the  arguments  mostly  brought  for- 
ward by  those  who>  oppose  such  a  law. 

The  arguments  mainly  relied  on  are,  I  be- 
lieve,  all  embraced  in  the  letters  of  Mr.  Henrv 
C.  Carey  on  international  copyright.  Inasmuch 
as  those  letters  were  written  for  the  avowed 
purpose  of  defeaUng  a  treaty  for  international 
copyright,  then  before  the  Senate  for  its  sanc- 
tion, and  inasmuch  as  the  author  olaims  that 


they  were  successful  in  effecting  its  defeat  on 
that  occasion,  and  claims  likewise  that  they 
have  been  translated  into  languages  of  one  or 
more  European  countries,  with  a  pretty  fair 

f>rospect  ot  accomplishing  the  repeul  of  the 
aw  as  it  exists  between  those  countries,  we 
hold  it  to  be  no  small  part  of  our  duty  to  at- 
tempt a  refutation  of  those  arguments  whi-^h, 
it  would  seem,  have  played,  and  are  likely  to 
play  again,  so  important  a  part  in  the  trans- 
actions of  the  literary  worla. 

Mr.  Carey's  famous  letters  are  based  on  the 
bold,  not  to  say  impudent,  proposition  that 
authors  have  really  no  claim  whatever  to  the 
books  they  have  written !  Now,  although  his 
mode  of  supporting  tbis  strange  proposition  is 
very  specious  ana  very. attractive,  being,  in 
fact,  throughout  neither  more  nor  less  than  a 
skillfully  woven  web  of  sophistry  to  entrap  the 
unwary  reader,  yet  is  the  fallacy  of  his  argu- 
ment sufficiently  glaring  to  be  readily  detected 
By  a  thorough  sifting  for  the  truth  ^which  is — 
not  in  it.  We  hope  to  be  excused  if  we  exam- 
ine this  bold  proposition  at  some  length,  since 
on  its  refutation  his  whole  superstructure  falls 
to  the  ground.     Mr.  Carey  says : 

"  The  world  at  larve  in  the  owner  of  all  the  faotd 
that  have  been  ool looted  and  of  all  the  ideas  that 
have  been  deduced  from  them."       *      •       «       • 
"For  these  facts  and  ideas   no  copyright  is   al- 
lowed."      •       •••••  Copyright  for  facta 

and  ideas  would  be  inexpedient  evon  ii  it  were  po6< 
sible.     Knowledge  advances  by  slow  and  almost 
imperceptible  degrees,  and  each  is  but  the  precursor 
of  anew  and  more  important  one.    Were  each  dis- 
coverer of  a  new  truth  authorised  to  monopolise  the 
teaching  of  it,  millions  of  men  would  remain  in 
ignorance  of  it,  and  tbna  would  further  advance  be 
prevented."       •       •       •       •      **  Examine  where 

we  may,  we  shall  find  that  the  collectors  of  tbe  factR 
and  the  producers  of  ihe  ideas  which  constitute  the 
body  of  books,  have  received  little  or  no  reward 
while  thus  engaged  in  contributing  so  largely  to  the 
augmentation  of  the  common  property  of  man- 
kind." 

Mr.  Carey  then  gives,  as  an  illustrious  in- 
stance, Humboldt,  who  spent  much  time  and 
underwent  many  hardships  and  privations  in 
collecting  facts  in  various  portions  of  America. 
Also  Captain  McClure,  who  discovered  the 
northwest  passage,  and  many  others.  Such 
men  as  these,  he  says,  have  brought  together 
innumerable  facts  which  have  become  com- 
mon property.  Next  come  the  men«of  science, 
who  deduce  from  these  facts  laws  which  govern 
the  world.  Copernicus-  devoted  his  life  to 
such  studies,  and  discovered  that  the  earth 
revolved  round  the  sun ;  but  from  the  mo- 
ment of  its  publication  he  had  no  property  in 
it — from  the  very  nature  of  the  case  could 
have  none. 

**  Now,  inasmuch  as  copyright  is  not  given 
for  the  discovery  of  facts,  nor  for  the  discovery 
of  laws  deduced  from  those  facts,  for  what, 
then,''  Mr.  Carey  asks,  *Ms  copyright  given  ?" 
And  his  answer  is : 

**  For  the  clothing  in  which  the  facts  and  ideas 
which  constitute  the  oody  of  the  book  are  given  to  the 
world."  •  •  •  ^  "The  world's  ownership 
of  all  the  facts  that  have  been  collected,  and  of  all  the 
ideas  that  have  been  deduced  from  them,  is  prectBely 
the  same  that  the  planter  has  in  the  bale  of  cotton 
that  has  been  raised  on  his  plantation."  *  * 
•  •  **  when  the  planter  hands  his  cotton  to  tho 
spinner  and  the  weaver  he  does  not  say,  'Take  tbis 
cotton  and  convert  it  into  cloth  and  keep  the  doth ;' 
but  he  doeesay, '  8pin  and  weave  this  cotton,  and  for 
so  doing  yon  shall  have  anch  interest  in  the  cloth  as 
will  give  you  a  fair  compensation  for  your  labor  and 
skill :  bnt  when  that  shall  have  been  paid  tho  cloth 
will  be  mine.'  This  latter  is  precisely  what  society. 
the  owner  of  facts  and  ideas,  says  to  the  author : 
*Take  these  raw  materials  that  have  been  collected, 
pnt  them  together  and  clothe  them  after  your  own 
fashion,  and,  for  a  given  time,  we  will  agree  that 
nobody  shall  present  tbom  in  the  same  dress.  During 
that  time  yon  may  exhibit  them  for  your  own  profit, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  period  the  olotbinff  will  become 
oommon  property,  as  the  body  now  is.'^' 

Admitting  that  mankind  own  in  common  all 
the  facts  and  ideas  that  have  been  collected, 
where  is  the  fitness  of  comparing  a  fact  or  an 
idea  to  a  bale  of  cotton — that  which  is  intangi- 
ble to  that  which  is  tangible?  A  bale  of  cot- 
ton being  a  mass  of  matter,  has  its  limits:  it 
can  be  worked  upon  by  only  a  definite  number 
of  artisans,  under  whose  manipulstton<f  its  form 


1932 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  23, 


is  changed.  It  is  then  no  longer  a  bale  of 
cotton ;  it  is  cloth.  Far  different  is  it,  how- 
ever, with  a  fact  or  an  idea.  Let  a  fact  or  an 
idea  once  get  abroad  in  the  world,  and  it  may 
be  worked  npon  by  millions  of  minds  at  the 
same  instant  of  time ;  nor  will  it  sustain,  by 
reason  of  being  so  worked  on,  the  most  infin- 
itesimal diminution  from  the  wear  and  tear  of 
man's 'mysteriously  working  mental  machinery 
through  which  it  Las  to  pass  that  it  may  be 
shaped  into  immortal  books ;  or,  if  you  choose, 
that  it  may  serve  as  the  skeleton  or  frame- 
work of  immortal  books.  So  far  as  the  pos- 
sibility of  the  thing  is  concerned,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  our  antipodes,  the  *'  heathen 
Chinee,"  at  this  very  moment  from  contem- 
plating the  identical-  fact  or  entertaining  the 
identical  idea  that  maj  be  passing  through  our 
own  minds  here  on  this  side  of  the  globe.  Of 
course  the  planter  does  not  say,  '*  Keep  the 
cloth;'*  And  why?  Simply  because  to  keep 
the  cloth  Would  be  to  keep  the  whole  bale  of 
cotton,  every  fiber  "of  which  now  exists  in  the 
cloth,  and  nowhere  else.  Bat,  on  the  other 
hand,  to  keep  the  book  by  copyright  does  not 
at  all  imply  keeping  the  facts  and  ideas  on 
which  it  18  based,  these  being  still  as  free  as 
they  ever  were  to  all  who  choose  to  make  use 
of  them. 

If,  as  Mr.  Carey  seems  to  suppose,  society 
were  a  mighty  speculator — not,  indeed,  in 
btocks,  but  in  facts  and  ideas — advertising  to 
put  them  out  at  interest  to  such  authors  as 
might  desire  to  use  them ;  if  facts  and  ideas, 
in  passing  through  the  author's  mind,  were 
subject  to  attrition  which  would  wear  them 
away  in  however  slight  a  degree ;  or  if  the 
author  took  them  into  his  brain  as  a  money- 
borrower  takes  a  dollar  into  his  pocket,  so  that 
no  one  else  could  possibly  have  the  use  of  them 
until  he  should  see  proptr  to  return  them  with 
interest  to  the  owner,  there  would  indeed  then 
be  much  justice  in  Mr.  Carey's  remarks,  much 
force  in  his  logic.  As  it  is,  however,  I  cannot 
bat  think  it  a  very  mean,  not  to  say  miserly, 
proceeding  in  society  to  charge,  even  in  these 
usurious  times,  interest  on  that  of  which  the 
supply  is  absolutely  limitless,  as  just  shown, 
and  of  which  there  can  never  be,  in  the  very 
nature  of  the  case,  any  approach  to  monopoly, 
except,  indeed,  such  outrageous  aud  suicidal 
monopoly  as  Mr.  Carey  enjoins  upon  society 
to  assume,  or  rather  to  retain,  for  fear  authors, 
who,  as  a  class,  are  about  the  hardest  workers 
in  the  world,  might  manage  to  scrape  together 
a  little  **filthy  lucre"  beyond  what  will  suffice 
for  the  mere  buyine  of  their  daily  bread. 

With  the  view  of  proving  that  authors  have 
no  right  in  their  books  except,  I  suppose  he 
means,  such  as  our  generous  law-makers  have 
so  lavishly  accorded  them,  Mr.  Carey  goes  on  : 

"  Sir  Walter  Scott  had  carefully  studied  Scottish 
aud  border  history,  and  thus  had  filled  his  mind  with 
facts  and  idoasprocored  by  othon,  which  he  repro- 
duced in  a  different  form.  So,  too.  with  our  own 
very  successful  WoshiDrton  Irvine.  He  drew  largely 
on  the  common  stook  of  ideas  and  dressed  them  up 
in  a  new  and  what  has  proved  to  be  a  very  attractive 
form.  So  again  with  Mr.  Dickens."  i  *  m 
"  He  is  in  the  condition  of  a  man  who  had  entered  a 
large  garden  and  collected  a  variety  of  the  most 
beautiful  flowers  growing  therein,  of  which  he  had 
made  a  fine  bouquet.  The  owner  of  the  garden 
would  naturally  say  to  him :  *  The  flowers  are  mine, 
but  the  arrangement  is  youn.  You  cannot  keep  the 
bouquet  but  yon  may  smell  it,  or  show  it.  for  your 
own  profit,  for  an  hour  or  two,  but  then  it  mustcome 
to  mo.  If  you  prefer  it,  I  am  willing  to  pay  you  for 
your  services,  giving  yon  a  fair  compensation  for 
your  time  and  taste.^  This  is  exactly  what  society 
says  to  Mr.  Dickens,  who  makes  such  beautiful  lit- 
erary bouquets."  *  •  •  •  **  But  he  objects 
to  this,  insisting  that  he  is  owner  of  the  bouquet  it« 
self,  although  he  has  paid  no  wages  to  the  man  who 
raised  the  flowers.  Were  be  asked  to  do  so,  he  would 
regard  it  as  leading  to  great  injustice." 

The  fallacy  here  is  precisely  similar  to  the 
one  I  have  just  pointed  out.  It  consists  in 
making  flowers,  this  time  instead  of  '*OId 
King  Cotton,"  as  before,  represent  facts  and 
ideas  which,  as  above  explained  at  length,  it 
is  impossible  they  can  do,  the  main  difference 
being  that  the  flowers  may  be  in  the  possession 
of  but  one  person  at  a  time;   whereas  one 


single  fact  or  idea  may  be  wrought  upon  by  an 
infinite  number  of  minds  at  one  and  the  same 
instant.  While,  therefore,  there  is  good  rea- 
son for  charging  for  the  use  of  the  floral  bou- 
quet, there  is  not  the  shadow  of  a  reason  why 
Mr.  Dickens  should  not  have  been  the  sole 
proprietor  of  those  ''beautiful  literary  bou- 
quets"  which  he  made  by  his  own  honest  labor. 

Mr.  Carey  seems  partial  to  these  metaphor-  i 
ical  illustrations.    Besides  the  bouquet  and  the 
cotton-bale  figures,  he  has  treated  us  to  two 
or  three  elaborate  ones  on  house-building,  and 
finally  coxnes  back  to  the  nosepy.     Having, 
however,  just  had  a  whiff  of  it,  and  having 
found  its  odor  none  of  the  best,  I  will  pass  on  | 
to  notice  other  portions  of  his  line  of  argu-  i 
meat,  by  means  of  which  he  claims  to  have 
revolutionized  public  opinion  in  this  country, 
and  has  good  reason  for  helping  to  revolution- 
ize it  in  Europe. 

His  next  argument  is  certainly  a  very 
unique  one,  to  say  the  very  least.  He  says,  in 
substance,  that  because  men  who  make  addi- 
tions to  science  know  full  well  that  they  have 
and  can  have  no  rights  whatever ;  because,  to 
be  more  explicit,  Uuvier  died  very  poor,  and 
because  all  the  copyright  that  could  have  been 
given  to  him  and  to  the  great  Humboldt  could 
not  have  enriched  either  of  them ;  because 
Laplace's  gr^t  work  could  yield  him  nothing ; 
therefore,  protection  should  not,  cither  in 
point  of  space  or  time,  be  greater  than  is  re- 
quired for  giving  the  producer  of  books  a  fair 
compensation  for  his  labor. 

Now,  it  is  impoB»ble  to  conceive  why  the 
poverty  of  these,  or  indeed  of  any  other  dead 
worthies,  should  affect  unfavorably  the  com- 
pensation of  authors  now  living.  Wliat !  be- 
cause Cuvier  and  some  half  dozen  others, 
who  were  his  compeers  in  thought  and  re* 
I  search,  lived  and  died  poor,  subsequent  pro- 
ducers of  books  should  have  only  a  fair  com- 
pensation ?  Mr.  Carey,  I  suppose,  to  be  the 
judge  as  to  what  constitutes  '*a  fair  compen- 
sation." As  there  should  be  a  becoming  pro- 
portion in  all  things,  it  must  follow  that  if 
Cuvier  and  others  had  actually  starved  to 
death,  authors  of  the  present  day  ought  to  hold 
themselves  lucky  if  they  can  get  for  their 
books  barely  enough  to  buy  one  meal  a  day, 
this  sufficing  to  keep  body  and  soul  together, 
to  say  nothing  of  their  families.  He  proceeds 
to  remark : 

*'B^on  had  two  thou«aud  guineas  for  one  volume 
of  Ghilde  Harold,  and  Moore  three  thousand  for  his 
Lalla  Rookh ;  and  yet  a  single  year  should  have  more 
than  suflloed  for  the  production  of  either  of  them." 
*  *  *  *  "  Dickens  U  said  to  realise  $50,000 
per  annum  for  the  sale  of  his  works,  whose  compo- 
sition is  little  more  than  amusement  for  bis  leisure 
hours." 

Mr.  Carey  thinks  these  authors  got  entirely 
too  much ;  that  the  pay  should  not  be  propor- 
tioned to  the  value  of  the  productions,  as  it  is 
in  all  other  cases,  but  to  the  amount  of  labor 
expended  upon  them.  Byron,  Moore,  and 
Dickens,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  inherited  from 
their  parents  the  brains  with  which  they  wrought 
out  those  wonderfal  productions.  Now,  sup- 
pose that  instead  of  brains  they  had  inherited 
money  or  lands,  without,  if  you  choose,  any 
brains  at  all — a  not  very  uncommon  case,  it 
would  seem — would  Mr.  Carey  say  they  would 
not  be  entitled  to  the  full  benefit  of  that  money 
and  those  lands,  but  that  a  portion  of  them 
ought  to  become  common  property,  merely 
because  that  money  or  those  lands  were  theirs 
without  any  effort  of  their  own?  It  would 
indeed  seem  so.  This  would  be  Fourierism 
with  a  vengeance.  And  so  would  the  other 
be  intellectual  Fourierism.  It  would  be  a 
premium  on  empty  brain-pans ;  genius,  heav- 
ily discounted,  would  sink,  while  dullness 
would  go  up  in  the  social  and  political  world 
at  even  a  more  rapid  and  ruinous  rate  than 
at  present.  It  has  long  been  thought  by  the 
world  at  large  that  a  wise  man  had  some  little 
advantage  over  a  fool,  but  Mr.  Carey  seems 
resolved  that  henceforth  the  fools  shall  be  at 


least  on  an  equal  footing,  so  far  as  hifl  efforts 

at  mental  leveling  can  tend  to  bring  about  the 

equality. 

Mr.  Carey  further  says : 

*'  If  the  sales  of  books  were  as  great  in  England 
as  tbey  are  h«re.  English  an thon  would  beabon- 
danUy  paid.'.'  •  *  ♦  *  "  For  (he  dv- 
mont  of  the  authors  a  very  small  sum  would  be 
required  if  the  whole  people  of  England  eoold  afford, 
as  they  should  be  able  to  do,  to  pnrehase  book^" 
*  *  *  *  *'  Centralization,  however,  de- 
stroys the  market  for  books,  and  the  sale  i? 
therefore  small."  •  •  •  •  "  If  we  can 
make  such  a  market  for  the  products  of  English 
minds,  why  cannot  they  7  If  they  had  such  a  mar- 
ket, would  it  not  pay  their  authors  to  the  full  extent 
of  their  merits?  UnquesUonably  it  would;  and  if 
they  see  fit  to  pursue  a  system  tending  to  cheapen 
the  services  of  the  laborer  in  the  field,  in  the  work- 
shop, and  at  the  desk,  there  is  no  more  reason  for 
calling  upon  the  people  of  this  country  to  makeup 
their  dencieaoiee  towani  those  who  eontribate  to 
their  pleasure  or  instruction  by  writing  books,  than 
there  would  be  in  asking  as  to  aid  the  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  day-laborers  and  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren whom  the  same  system  condemns  unpiticd  to 
the  workhouse." 

Now,  this  is,  if  possible,  more  preposterous 
than  the  position  which  we  have  just  com- 
bated. Because,  forsooth,  the  English  Gov- 
ernment is  such  that  it  is  impossible  for  many 
authors  there  to  get  sufficient  remuneration « 
therefore  we  are  justified  in  withholding  from 
those  authors — whose  writings  give  us  so  much 
delight — the  pitiful  ten  per  cent,  which  would 
place  them  at  once  at  their  ease  in  regard  to 
all  their  wants,  both  bodily  and  intelleetaal. 
If  the  English  authors  themselves  were  inatru- 
mental  in  maintaining  the  condition  of  things 
against  which  Mr.  Carey  levels  his  indignation . 
it  would  be  different;  we  could  then  see  much 
force  in  what  he  says.  But  he  makes  no  such 
charge  against  them,  nor  have  we  ever  heard 
SQch  a  charge  made.  On  the  contrary,  inas- 
much as  Mr.  Carey  has  proved  such  a  course  on* 
their  part  to  be  clearly  auioidaU  the  preaamp- 
tion  is  a  pretty  fair  one,  that  they,  beiDg  tne 
sensible  men  that  they  are,  would  refrain  from 
what  would  be  virtually  catting  their  own 
throats. 

But  Mr.  Carey  does  not  quite  reach  the  cli 
max  of  absurdity  until  he  says  that  the  Eng- 
lish people  might  with  just  as  much  reason 
call  on  us  to  aid  in  supporting  ^'  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  whom  their  system  of  govern- 
ment condemns  unpitied  to  the  workhouse." 
The  simple  truth  is,  those  unfortunate  beings 
have  no  manner  of  claim  on  us  beyond  that 
common  sympathy  which  we  feel  for  all  inno- 
cent sufferers,  wherever  on  the  face  of  the 
globe  they  are  to  be  found.  We  know  nothine 
of  them  individually,  nor  is  it  likely  we  shall 
ever  know  any  thing  of  them,  unless  tbey  may 
some  day  find  their  way  to  our  shores,  when  we 
will  extend  them  a  hearty  welcome.  How  dif- 
ferent is  it  with  those  gifted  beings  who  sap- 
ply  us  every  year  with  such  a  large  propor- 
tion of  our  intellectual  food.  We  surely  ought 
not,  Mr.  Carey  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing, to  begrudge  men  like  these  a  few  pennies 
a  year  for  such  repasts  as  they  afford  us; 
least  of  all  should  we  .do  so  merely  because 
their  own  Government  treats  them,  as  he 
allegesi  with  injustice.   * 

when,  however,  we  come  to  such  arguments 

as  the  following,  it  seems  almost  impossible 

that  Mr.  Carey,  or  any  other  reasonable  and 

honest  being,  could  have  been  in  earoesi  when 

he  penned  them : 

**  We  give  them  [English  authen]  precisely  what 
their  own  oountrymea  have  given  to  their  Dalton. 
Davy,  Wolla«ton»  Franklin.  Parry,  and  the  thou- 
sands of  others  who  have  rnrnisbed  the  bodies  of 
which  books  are  oom|K)sed,  and  more  than  we  oar- 
selves  give  to  the  men  among  us  engMod  in  culti- 
vating science— fame.  Byron  deemed  tnis  quite  eof- 
ficient  when  ho  first  saw  an  Amerioan  edition  of  hiis 
works."  •  •  •  »  *'ABd  Miss  ilremer thought 
it  no  small  payment  when,  even  in  the  wilda  of  the 
West,  she  met  with  numerous  persons  who  would 

Sladly  have  her  travel  flree  of  eharge,  beoaufie  of  the 
elight  she  had  aflforded  them.  Auo,  that  Mtsa  Car* 
len  wept  when  she  held  in  her  hand,  for  the  fir&t 
time,  bno  of  her  works  translated  and  published  in 
Amerioa."  *  •  •  «  **  This  Is  the  feeling  of 
a  writer  that  onltivates  literature  with  some  other 
object  in  view  than  mere  profit.  Bat  in  England, 
more  than  in  any  other  country,  book-making  is  a 
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trade  carried  on  6zoliuively  with  a  view  to  profit'' 
•  •  •  •  **Macaalay  has  admitted  that  muoh 
of  his  reputation  and  of  the  sale  of  his  books  at 
home  has  been  in  conseqnence  of  his  repntation 
here."  «  *  •  •  *' If  the  people  of  EngUnd 
are  largely  indebted  to  America  for  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  merits  of  their  authors,  aro  not 
the  authors  also  indebted  to  America  for  much  of 
their  pecuniary  reward?''  •  •  *  *  "So 
hua  it  oeen  with  Mr.  Diclcens.'* 

Now,  while  it  is  barely  possible  that  a  thief 
may  satisfy  a  man  whom  he  has  robbed  by 
sabse^oent  lavish  praises  of  him,  it  is  not  at  all 
conceivable  that  aov  amount  of  laudation  can 
atone  for  the  moral  delinquency  of  the  thief 
himself,  which  led  to  the  perpetration  of  the 
robbery. 

Mr.  Carey  next  argues  that  an  international 
eop3rright  would  increase  our  dependence  on 
foreigners  for  the  means  of  instmction  and 
amusement;  and  seems  to  Uiink  he  proves  it 
by  simply  stating  that  English  authors  would 
not  be  so  anxious  for  it  unless  it  would  have 
this  effect.  It  is  not  usual,  he  says,  for  men 
to  seek  to  diminish  the  dependence  of  others 
on  themselves.  Is  it  not  a  little  singular  that 
Mr.  Carey  should  not  once  have  thought  of 
the  bare  possibility  that  the  motive  of  those 
English  authors  in  advocating  an  international 
copyright  was  to  get  a  modicum  of  the  money 
long  due  them  on  this  side  of  tiie  Atlantic  ? 
Particularly  should  Mr.  Carey  have  thought 
of  this,  for  the  reason  that  he  had  just  before 
written  this  sentence,  with  what  justice  I  leave 
my  hearers  to  judge : 

^'  In  En^and,  more  than  in  any-other  country, 
book-making  is  a  trade,  carried  on  exclusively  with 
a  view  to  profit." 

He  goes  on  to  say: 

**  Admitting.  ho««  ever,  that  the  measure  should  not 
in  any  manner  enduiger  exisUng  privileges,  what 
would  be  the  gain  to  our  authors  m  obtaining  the 
control  of  the  British  market  compared  with  what 
they  would  lose  from  surrendering  the  control  of 
our  own?" 

This  is  decidedly  sarcastic,  whether  so  in- 
tended or  not.  Surrender  the  control  of  our 
own  market,  indeed  I  How  can  they  ^'sur- 
render" that  which  they  never  had,  and,  if  Mr. 
Carey  is  to  carry  his  point,  never  can  have  ? 
Ib  it  aot  a  notorious  fact  that  our  book  market 
is  '* controlled,^'  and  has  been  ''controlled'' 
for  years,  by  the  floods  of  pirated  English 
books  reprinted  here,  which  sell  at  prices 
little  more  than  nominal ?~a  condition  of 
things  which,  more  than  all  other  things  com- 
bined, tends  to  discourage  and  ruin  our  native 
aathors. 

Bat  let  us  examine  a  little  more  minutely 
into  the  correctness  of  Mr.  Carey's  charge 
against  authors,  that  they  appropriate  to  them- 
selves public  property,  dress  it  up,  and  then 
claim  it  as  their  own.  For  this  purpose  we 
will  select  the  novelists,  for  two  reasons :  first, 
becsnse  it  is  becomin|^  every  year  more  obvious 
that  the  novel  is  destmed  to  be,  ere  long,  the 
great  vehicle  for  conveying  thought  to  the  pub- 
liC|  taking  the  place  of  other  though t-vehicles 
almost  as  completely  as  the  railroad  train  has 
superseded  the  lumbering  wagon  in  supplying 
the  consumers  of  material  produce ;  and,  sec- 
ondly, because  Mr.  Carey  is  fond  of  directing 
against  this  particular  class  of  producers  his 
chaise  of  unfiur  dealing  and  greed  of  gain. 
And  I  will,  for  this  purpose,  instance  the  very 
novelists  whom  he  names. 

Scottt  when  he  was  about  to  undertake  a  work 
of  fiction,  would  start  out  on  foot,  staff  in  hand, 
on  a  long  and  weary  tramp  among  the  peas- 
antry and  mountaineers  of  his  native  laud. 
Seated,  incognito,  among  them  at  their  own 
firesides,  he  would  store  his  memory  with  their 
romantic  legends  and  the  wild  superstitions  of 
the  particular  vidnity,  or  traditions  of  the  long 
ago.  Thus  freighted  with  what  would,  to  any 
bat  a  geniosy  be  at  most  the  amusement  of  an 
hoar,  to  be  soon  then  thrown  aside  as  so  much 
rabbish,  the  '' Great  Unknown "  returned  to 
his  home  and  his  study,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
there  would  come  forth  irom  thence  one  of 
those  magic  tales  which,  always  written  in  the 


interest  of  nobleness  and  virtue,  tended  greatly 
to  lift  the  world  above  its  creeping  desires, 
and  to  awaken  its  aspirations  for  a  higher  type 
of  humanity. 

Thackeray,  with  his  keen  observation  and 
his  deep  knowledge  of  human  nature,  went  into 
society,  and  when  he  returned  to  his  sanctum 
there  was  such  an  exposure  of  vanities  and 
snch  a  slaughter  of  snobs  as  was  never  before 
seen. 

Di(!kens  sallied  forth  inta  the  narrow  and 
filthy  lanes  of  great  cities,  as  Scott  had  invaded 
nature's  fastnesses,  and  gathered  from  the 
hungry  lips  and  benighted  hearts  of  squalid 
poverty  the  story  of  oppression  and  wrong, 
and  out  of  the  repulsive  materials  wove,  with 
the  busy  looms  of  his  brain,  tales  of  such 
touching  pathos  as  have  not  only  made  "  the 
whole  world  kin,"  but  have  made  it  far  bettor 
than  it  would  have  been  had  he  never  lived. 

Charlotte  Bronte,  George  Eliot,  and  a  host 
of  others,  founded  those  stories  that  have 
stirred  the  world,  on  *' facts,"  as  Mr.  Carey 
would  call  them,  even  slighter  than  those  just 
alluded  to,  and  which  had  been  gathered  by 
the  simple  use  of  their  eyes  and  ears  during 
tl^eir  ordinary  intercourse  with  society. 

Our  own  Hawthorne  heard  a  friend  casually 
remark  that  an  ancestor  of  his  had  seen  a  sad- 
looking  woman  standing  on  a  street  corner 
with  the  letter  "A"  branded,  in  red  lines,  on  her 
breast.  From  this  alone  he  wove  the  weird 
tale  of  the  Scarlet  Letter,  which  has  opened 
to  our  view  depths  of  the  human  heart  never 
before  exposed.  Almost  as  trivial  was  the 
origin  of  the  same  author's  Marble  Faun  and 
the  House  of  the  Seven  Gables. 

The  fact  is,  genius  owes  but  little  to  exter- 
nals for  the  material  out  of  which  it  weates 
those  potent  spells  that  enchain  us — well-nigh 
as  little,  indeed,  as  did  the  bard  of  Avon  when 
he  drew  out  of  his  own  vast  brain  alone,  un- 
aided by  fact,  tradition,  or  suggestion  from 
others,  the  whole  beautiful  drama  of  the 
Tempest. 

Were  it  not  for  the  palpable  unfitness,  as 
before  explained,  of  comparing  tangible  with 
intangible  objects,  I  might  liken  fiction-writers 
and  poets  to  the  bees,  which  go  out  from  our 
hives  and  spend  many  a  busy  hour  in  gathering 
sweets  from  our  garaens  and  orchards — thefts 
which  do  neither  ourselves  nor  our  flowers  any 
manner  of  harm ;  thefts,  indeed,  which-  we 
habitually  encourage,  for  the  sake  of  hearing 
their  gentle  hum  among  us  and  around  us, 
during  the  brief  time  they  occupy  in  passing 
from  flower  to  flower.  But  further  than  this 
the  comparison  fails )  for,  in  consideration  of 
having  furnished  the  bee  with  a  house  to  live 
in,  (an  act  of  generosity  which,  I  am  sorry  to 
say,  has  few  counterparts  in  the  dealings  of 
society  with  authors,)  we  come  forward  as  soon 
as  his  year's  work  is  finished,  and  claim  a 
share  of  the  luscious  treasure  which  he  has 
created  out  of  materials  that,  but  for  him, 
would  have  been  to  us  of  no  use  whatever. 

The  author,  indeed,  may  be  more  appro- 
priately compared  to  the  wild  bee  of  the  far 
West  leading  the  van  of  civilization.  The  lat- 
ter is  not  dependent  on  man  for  anything 
whatsoever.  He  not  only  gathers  his  store 
from  nature's  own  flowers,  but  he  finds  a  home 
in  her  hollow  tree.  It  is,  however,  no  uncom- 
mon event  on  that  wild  frontier  that,  right  in 
the  midst  of  the  little  worker's  enjoyment  of 
his  hard*eamed  stor^,  at  the  very  moment, 
perhaps,  when  he  is  fondly  contemplating  ease 
and  plenty  for  the  remainder  of  his  brief 
life,  up  climbs  bruin,  who  has  long  been  nosing 
from  below  the  tempting  treasure,  or  licking 
up  a  fow  drops  of  its  delicious  overflow,  and 
devours  it  all  at  a  meal. 

Now,  is  it  unjust  to  say  that  when  Mr. 
Carey's  public,  for  any  other  reason  than  to 
reimburse  itself  for  the  expenses  incurred  in 
protecting  the  author  from  plunder,  or  from 
molestation  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  property, 
undertakes  to  appropriate  his  work  to  its  own 


use,  (it  matters  not  when;)  I  ask,  is  it  unjust 
to  pronounce  that  same  public  a  veritable 
bear,  and  that  of  the  •roughest  sort — one  who 
finds  in  the  length  of  his  naiU  and  the  strength 
of  his  jaws  a  vindication  of  the  motto,  "  Might 
makes  right?" 

The  simple^  truth  is,  the  author  has  a  right, 
an  absolute  ri^ht,  in  his  books,  precisely  such 
as  he  has  in  his  house  or  his  land.  Literary 
property  being,  however,  a  peculiar  kind  of 
property,  and  requiring  for  its  protection  legis- 
lation altogether  different  from  that  required 
for  houses  and  lands,  and  complicated  and 
expensive  withal,  the  author  is  wuliog  to  com- 
promise with  the  public  by  an  arrangement 
of  this  nature:  ''I  have  a  natural  and  abso- 
lute right  in  my  book,"  he  will  say,  ''yet, 
inasmuch  as  it  can  be  of  little  or  no  use  to 
me  without  due  protection,  I  will,  at  the  end 
of  a  specified  time,  hand  it  over  to  you  as 
your  property  in  fee,  if  you  will  but  guarantee 
me  the  unmolested  possession  of  it  until  the 
expiration  of  that  time."  As  the  owner  of 
houses  and  lands  pays  into  the  public  Treas- 
ury a  certain  tax,  with  the  tacit  understand- 
ing that  these  possessions  are  to  be  protected 
from  encroachment,  just  so  does  the  author, 
by  surrendering  his  right  after  a  certain  speci- 
fied time,  virtually  pay  a  tax  on  his  literary 
property  on  the  same  condition  of  protec- 
tion. 

It  is  evident  that  the  present  aversion  of 
legislators  to  concede  the  absoluteness  of  an 
author's  claim  to  his  literary  property  is  a 
relic  of  the  barbarous  ages.  It  was  difficult 
for  the  human  mind,  as  it  was  then  constituted 
and  environed,  to  comprehend  how  a  com- 
modity that  was  intangible  conld,  with  justice, 
be  claimed  as  propertv  at  all.  Therefore,  the 
author  has  ever  since  been  grudgingly  allowed 
a  degree  of  protection  barely  sufficient  to  in- 
duce him  to  labor  in  his  chosen  field,  and  too 
often,  indeed,  not  even  that  degree  has  been 
accorded  him.  But  in  the  present  state  of 
progressiveoess  it  is  becoming  more  and  more 
evident  to  the  educated  and  intelligent — a  class 
constantly  increasing  among  us — that  encour- 
agement should  be  given  on  a  more  liberal 
basis.  And,  indeed,  when  we  reflect  how  much 
authors  have  benefited  the  human  race,  it 
seems  passing  strange  that  the  various  Gov- 
ernments under  which  they  have  lived  should 
ever  have  treated  them  otherwise  than  with 
the  utmost  liberality. 

Tenfold  more  strange  is  it  that,  in  theso 
much- vaunted  times  of  progress,  these  days 
of  munificent  endowments  made  with  the  view 
of  advancing  the  interests  of  humanity,  there 
should  be  found  men  who  would  dole  out  to 
authors  a  bare  subsistence,  cramp  them  with 
a  niggardly  stinting,  as  though  they  were  a 
power  of  evil  in  the  land  requiring  restraint, 
mstead  of  benefactors,  who  should  be  right 
royally  rewarded  for  the  inestimable  good 
they  have  already  done,  and  encouraj|;ed,  by 
generous  legislation,  to  continue  their  good 
works  in  the  future.  How  many  hard  hearts 
have  been  humanized  by  the  writings  of  Charles 
Dickens,  hearts  which,  but  for  him,  had  never 
felt  a  kindly  throb.  What  a  host  of  that  intol- 
erable nuisance,  the  society  snob,  have  been 
abated  by  tbe  manly  pen  of  William  Makei>eace 
Thackeray.  And  so  on  through  the  long  illus- 
trious list  of  both  men  and  women,  all  labor- 
ing in  their  several  spheres,  some  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  rampant  evils  that  afflict  our 
race,  others  for  the  evolution  of  some  latent 
good  pressed  well-nigh  to  death  by  the  weight 
of  the  common  curse,  and  needing  bold  hands 
to  snatch  it  from  immediate  extraction,  and 
a  fostering  touch  for  its  development  when 
rescued.  Each  one  of  them  all,  even  the  least 
of  then!,  has  improved  our  hearts,  abated  our 
nuisances,  or  elevated  our  souls  above  the 
world's  distracting  strifes  and  sordid  aspira- 
tions. 

Justice  will  never  be  done  until  every  deni- 
zen of  Christendom  who  purchases  a  copy  ^f 
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a  literary  work  contributeB  a  percentage  to 
the  author. 

How  else  is  the  native  talent  of  America  or 
of  any  other  country  to  be  fully  developed  ? 
For,  in  order  to  be  fully  developed,  even  in 
men  of  decided  genias  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  literature,  there  must  be  a  surety  of 
subsistence  from  literary  effort  alone,  and  tnat, 
too,  of  not  so  serious  a  degree  as  to  impair  the 
physical  or  mental  health  and  well-being  of 
nim  who  may  be  gifred  with  the  genius  in 
(Question.  Who  is  going  to  rely  on  the  preca- 
nous  subsistence  from  literature  when  the 
result  must  be,  or  even  when  it  may  be  that 
he  will  not  be  able  to  educate  his  sons  for  the 
avocations  to  which  they  aspire,  or  his  daugh- 
ters for  the  position  in  society  which  they  are 
in  everv  other  respect  well  fitted  to  fill. 

Surely  we  should  do  all  we  can  to  enable 
the  literary  man,  from  whom  we  daily  derive 
BO  much  pleasure,  to  place  himself  and  those 
dear  to  him  beyond  al  Idanger  of  discomfort 
while  preparing  the  works  with  which  he 
regales  us.  There  is  among  us  many  a  genius 
who  can  only  afford  to  flash  on  us  like  the 
meteor,  but  who  could  and  would  warm  and 
quicken  our  soulsjike  the  midday  sun.  There 
may  be  even  now  in  our  midst  many  a.country- 
house  drudge  whose  '^breast  is  pregnant  with 
celestial  fire,"  **mute,  inglorious  Miltons" 
may  be  metamorphosed  into  contending 
'^ bulls"  and  ** bears,"  occupations  which 
must  surely  *'  freeze  the  genial  current  of  their 
souls." 

In  this  country  only  those  who  have  the  rare 
combination  of  wealth  and  literary  talent  can 
afford  to  devote  their  whole  time  to  literature. 
But  of  these  how  few  again  are  willing  to  do  so. 
Their  wealth  places  within  their  reach  so  many 
luxuries  and  so  many  modes  of  enjoyment  to 
lure  them  from  the  drudgery  of  authorship, 
that  a  man  of  wealth  who  is  also  distinguished 
as  an  author  is  indeed  a  rara  avi$. 

It  is  true  that  occasionally  a  successful  wri- 
ter of  fiction  may,  by  a  **  happy  hit,"  make 
by  a  novel  on  which  he  has  spent  a  whole  year 
as  much  as  a  gambler  in  stocks  often  makes  in 
an  hour  by  the  questionable  trickn  of  his  trade. 
But  these  are,  most  emphatically,  exceptional 
cases.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  notorious 
fact  that  those  authors  whose  works  are  built 
on  original  research,  and  who  supply  us  with 
so  much  information  that  is  both  useful  and 
entertaining,  unless  they  have  private  fortunes 
to  iucur  the  necessary  expenses  of  their  pre- 
liminary research,  must  have  the  market  of 
the  whole  reading  world  for  their  literary 
wares.  Let,  then,  the  bill  become  a  law,  and 
you  at  once  place  it  within  the  power  of  every 
capable  brain  to  produce  not  only  such  works 
as  will  instruct  and  amuse,  but  such  as  will 
also  b'lild  up  the  fame  and  exalt  the  intellec- 
tual status  of  the  nation. 

It  is  the  almost  universal  opinion  among  the 
illiterate,  who  flourish  entirely  on  their  muscle, 
that  the  effort  required  in  the  production  of 
even  an  original  work  is  as  nothing  compared 
with  their  own  bodily  plodding  from  sun  to 
sun.  Nay,  I  greatly  fear  that  too  many  edu- 
cated persons  who  have  never  themselves  at- 
tempted the  production  of  a  literary  work,  nor 
though  I  fully  considered  the  amount  of  labor 
necessarily  endured  by  authors,  are  of  much 
the  same  opinion.  Yet  is  there  no  greater 
mistake.  Ue  alone  who  has  felt  both  the 
weariness  of  the  plodding  muscle  and  the  far 
more  exhausting  weariness  of  the  overtasked 
brain  can  appreciate  the  exceeding  fallacy  of 
this  position.  The  very  fact  so  well  known  to 
physiologists  that  brain-workers  require  more 
sleep  to  keep  them  in  health  than  manual 
laborers,  is  in  itself  suflicient  to  set  the  matter 
at  rest  with  all  reasonable  beings.  *8o  also 
are  the  consequences  of  curtailed  sleep>much 
more  disastrous  to  the  brain-worker,  for  while 
the  one  shall  impair  his  physical  health  only, 
the  other  shall  too  oflen  lapse  into  that  most 
melaAcholy  of  all  earthly   conditions,  that, 


namely,  when  the  body  ma^  remain  intact  by 
disease,  but  the  immortal  mind  may  be  ntterlv 
wrecked,  the  reason  dethroned,  and  blank 
idiocy  stare  oat  unmeaningly  on  that  world 
which  before  the  indwelling  genius  had 
thrilled  with  delight.  The  gloomy  list  is  a 
long  one,  of  authors  who  have  been  driven 
into  madness  by  their  honest  efforts  to  wring 
from  their  brains  a  becoming  support  for 
themselves  and  those  dependent  on  them. 

There  are  books  which  are  the  resillt  of 
years  of  research,  necessitating  the  learning 
of  several  languages  to  begin  with,  to  be  fol- 
lowed by  traveling  and  sojourning  for  years  in 
foreign  countries  in  order  to  have  access  to 
all  records  bearing  in  the  remotest  degree  on 
the  proposed  subject.  Such  books  are  not  only 
in  tnemselves  instructive  and  interestine  to 
all,  but  they  are  destined  to  serve  future  nis- 
torians,  biographers,  moralists,  and  others  for 
centuries  to  come  as  books  of  reference,  whence 
they  may  draw  material  for  their  various  labors. 
It  is  well  known  that  such  books  can  pay  the 
expenses  of  those  who  write  them  onlv  on  one 
condition,  namely,  that  the  market  oi  the  en- 
tire world  shall  be  open  totbem.  The  obvious 
reason  is  that  such  works  being  necessarily 
very  voluminous  and  costly,  not  enough  pur- 
chasers can  be  found  in  any  one  country  to 
remunerate  the  author.  Take,  for  instance. 
Motley's  Dutch  History,  comprising  five  large 
volumes.  If  you  confine  him  to  the  markets 
of  our  own  country  his  expenses  necessarily 
incurred  in  getting  the  materials  and  compos- 
ing the  work  would  never  be  paid,  although  it 
had  here  a  large  sale.  But  add  the  markets 
of  England,  France,  and  Germany,  and  you 
not  only  enable  him  to  wipe  out  all  his  heavy 
expenditures,  but  you  do  further  what  simple 
justice  demands ;  you  remunerate  him  hand- 
somely for  the  noble  work  he  has  thus  done 
in  elevating  the  American  name  in  the  litera- 
ture of  the  world. 

Now,  it  is  certainly  not  too  much  to  say  that 
had  not  Mr.  Motley  been  a  man  of  wealth  his 
great  work  would  never  have  been  written,  for 
the  great  uncertainty  that  he  would  ever  be 
repaid — nay,  I  may  say  the  certainty  that  he 
would  never  be  paid — in  the  absence  of  an 
international  copyright,  and  the  slight  prospect 
of  one  must  have  deterred  him  from  this  formid- 
able undertaking,  in  which  he  has  done  both 
himself  and  the  nation  so  much  honor,  and 
would  have  forced  him  into  some  comparatively 
insignificant  literary  project,  from  wbicb,  per- 
haps, would  have  accrued  but  a  slight  share 
of  either  personal  or  national  honoir.  Are 
you  then  prepared  to  leave  the  accomplishing 
of  such  world-useful  works  to  the  exceedingly 
remote  chance  that  may  not  again  occur  in  a 
century,  namely,  tbe  combination  in  one  man 
of  great  wealth,  extraordinary  talent  of  a  par- 
ticular sort,  and  energy  and  ambition  suffi- 
cient to  induce  him  to  undertake  a  most  form- 
idable task,  as  well  as  the  physique  to  enable 
him  to  endure,  and  the  perseverance  to  enable 
him  to  carry  it  on  to  completion  ?  Is  it  not 
evident  that  we  shall  be  recreant  to.  our  duty 
as  Representatives,  sent  here  to  legislate  for 
the  common  weal  and  for  the  common  glory, 
just  so  long  as  we  neglect  to  elicit  by  liberal 
legislation — no,  I  will  say  just  legislation,  for 
there  is  really  no  liberality  shown  in  merely 
enacting  an  international  copyright  bill — the 
exercise  of  such  talent  as  the  illustrious  ex- 
ample I  have  just  cited  proves  to  exist  in  at 
least  one,  and  may  exist  in  many  more  of  our 
citizens,  awaiting  but  our  fostering  care  to 
develop  it  into  full  fruition? 

Perhaps  the  worst  of  it  all  is  that  our  very 
best  authors  are  the  ones  who  suffer  most  from 
the  want  of  such  a  bill,  and  this  in  the  very 
nature  and  necessity  of  the  case ;  for  their 
works  alone  are  reproduced  in  England  and 
other  foreign  countries,  and  consequently  they 
alone  are  robbed,  while  the  productions  of  our 
comparatively  stupid  authors  are  those  ^ven  the 
go-by.  The  melancholy  fact  is  that  while  a  dull 


compiler  who  supplies  the  scant  lack  of  brains 
in  his  head  by  means  of  a  pair  of  scissors  ia 
his  hand,  to  clip  itetns from  newspapers,  some- 
times with,  but  as*  often  without,  a  pencil  to 
dovetail  bunglingly  into  each  other  disjointed 
fragments  which  are  not  of  the  remotest  kinship, 
may  get  up  a  work  which,  b^  means  of  an  ever- 
ready  swarm  of*  agents,"  is  made  to  flood  tbe 
country  with  what  is  little  better  than  waste 
paper  and  to  bring  thousands  of  dollars  into  his 
pocket.  To  cite  a  notable  instance  of  this : 
within  a  few  months  after  Abraham  Lincoln's 
death  several  so-called  '*  lives  "  of  him,  got  up 
in  the  above-named  style,  were  eonfidentlj 
launched  on  the  American  public  They  were 
such  lives  as  had  before  forced  some  caustic 
though  healthy  satirist  to  sav  of  them  that  they 
doubled  the  terrors  of  death.  Tet  the  result 
justified  the  venture  in  every  instance,  for  sev- 
eral hundred  thousand  copies  of  the  trashy 
tomes  were  soon  disposed  of,  and  that,  too,  at 
no  small  prices. 

Thus  while  men  of  less  than  mediocre  cast 
of  mind  may  make  fortunes  in  this  Tery  qoes- 
tionable,  not  to  say  demoralizing  mode,  it  is 
sad  enough  te  know  thatpoets  like  Longfellow 
and  novelists  like  Hawthorne,  while  they  got 
barely  enough  at  home  to  constirute  a  paltry 
remuneration,  were  robbed  in  England  of  many 
thousands  of  dollars,  which,  could  they  have 
secured,  would  have  enabled  them  to  devote 
themselves  exdubively  to  literature  wicbiint 
encroaching  year  by  year  on  their  private 
possessions  for  the  support  of  their  families, 
it  has  well  been  «aid  by  a  great  writer  that  ihe 
chief  glory  of  a  people  is  their  literature.  Why, 
then,  since  the  truth  of  the  saying  has  been 
almost  universally  admitted,  should  a  people's 
*' chief  glory "  be  protected  so  inditfVrently 
well,  while  their  lesser  glories,  nay,  the  very 
least  of  themi  ere  looked  after  with  the  mobt 
jealous  care  to  the  end  that  tliey  be  not 
encroached  upon  by  tbe  people  of  other 
nations?  If  there  must  be  neflect  of  any,  by 
all  means  let  it  be  the  minor  glories  that  shall 
suffer.  But  why  neglect  any?  Surely  there 
is  no  reason  under  heaven  why  we  should. 

Notoriously  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  the 
many  difficulties  with  which  the  pabdiher  has 
to  contend  is  that  of  judging  correctly  ot  the 
value  of  a  manuscript  submitted  to  him  fi>r 
purchase  or  publication  ;  in  other  word^,  how 
it  will  take  with  the  public  on  whom  he  de- 
pends for  remuneration.  This  difficulty  is 
indeed  so  generally  recognized  by  that  fra- 
ternity as  to  have  begotten  among  them  a 
very  common  opinion  that  a  pubiii«ber  had 
better  know  nothing  of  the  manusctipts  aub- 
mitted  to  him ;  and  that  if  he  be  himseif  a 
man  of  literary  tastes  he  should  never  under 
any  circumstances  examine  the  manuscripu 
for  fear  he  may  be  influenced  by  such  tasm 
to  make  a  profitless  venture.  It  is  said,  too, 
that  young  publishers,  who  have  had  but  little 
experience  m  such  matters,  always  think,  pro- 
vided they  have  a  literary  turn,  that  they  can 
tell  the  pecuniary  value  of  a  manuscript,  but 
that  old  and  experienced  publishers  hold 
themselves  totally  incompetent  to  judge,  hav- 
ine  been  too  often  disastrously  deceived. 

Dut  while  it  is  true  that  a  publisher  cannot 
know  the  value  of  what  he  buys,  there  is 
nevertheless  open  to  him  a  far  more  promis- 
ing field  for  operations  where  such  perplexing 
uncertainties  do  not  prevail— the  reproduc- 
tion, namely,  of  foreign  works,  more  par- 
ticularly those  of  England.  Such  works  hav- 
ing already  been  submitted  to  the  perusal  of 
a  people,  and  having  undergone,  beyond  the 
water, -criticisms  which  reach  him  almost  as 
soon  as  the  volumes  which  they  praise  or  con- 
demn, he  is  at  no  loss  which  of  the  many  to 
choose,  for  it  is  seldom,  indeed,  that  a  work 
which  is  successful  in  one  country  will  fail  in 
another.  It  is  manifestly  to  the  publisher' a 
interest,  therefore,  in  many  instances,  to  torn 
from  the  piles  of  manuscript  which  may  have 
been  submitted  to  him  by  unknown  native 
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writers,  (howerer  great  their  real  merit  might 
prove  if  once  before  the  pablicy)  pick  out 
from  the  already  tested  traosatlantic  importa- 
tions whichever  of  them  he  thinkst  or  rather 
knows,  now  that  they  have  gone  through  the 
trying  ordeal  of  the  reviewers,  will  best  pay 
him, and  issue  them  as  speedily  as  possible. 

To  this,  however,  there  is  oflen  a  serious 
drawback,  for  frequently  a  foreign  author  is  so 
very  popular  that  a  half  dozen  American  pub- 
lishers, disregarding  what  are  known  as  ^'  the 
courtesies  of  the  trade,"  that  is,  disregarding 
the  fact  tliat  some  other  publisher  may  have 
paid  the  author  for  the  aavanoe  sheets  of  his 
work,  issue  an  edition  of  his  book  simultane- 
ously, this  vast  supply  has,  of  course,  some- 
thing of  the  effect  of  a  young  avalanche  rush- 
ing down  the  book-trading  channels,  then 
spreading  out  to  well-nigh  every  house  in  the 
land.  Tbe  consequence  of  all  this  is  that  the 
publishers  strive  to  undersell  each  other  that 
thev  ma^  gel  off  their  supply  before  there  is 
a  p^Iut  ot  ttie  article  on  the  market.  The  works 
ot  the  most  popular  English  authors  are  thus 
reduced  to  a  mere  nominal  price.  But  per- 
haps the  worst  of  it  is  that,  while  the  pub- 
lisher is  ouly  an  occasional  sufferer  from  this 
source,  the  naiive  author,  being  thus  brought 
into  constant  competition  with  the  most  bril- 
liant talent  from  abroad,  is  reduced  to  the 
ulteriiative  of  either  accepting  a  nominal  price 
for  his  productions,  or  of  abandoning  literature 
altogeiiier,  and,  may  we  not  add,  with  unavoid- 
able disgust  for  legulators  who  could  so  easily 
remedy  this  state  ot  things,  and  yet  year  after 
year  persistently  re  fasti  to  do  so? 

Then  there  are  the  great  British  quarterlies 
which  fiud  their  way  across  the  Atlantic  by 
the  thousand,  ouly  to  weigh,  when  they  get 
here,  like  incubi  on  our  native  periodicals,  in 
some  instances  crushing  them  out  of  existence 
by  their  liliputian  prices  more,  even,  than  by 
the  ponderous  weight  of  the  matter  they  con-  ' 
lain.  How  many  readers,  who  have  been  long 
in  the  habit  of  buying  the  British  reviews  at 
piratical  prices,  turn  away  with  well-affected 
diegust  from  such  masterly  productions  as  the 
Southern  Review  and  the  North  American 
Review  when  offered  at  a  price  that  any  fair- 
minded  reader  should  be  willing  to  pay  cheer- 
fully for  so  much  learning  and  ability  as  their 
papers  display  I  But,  indeed,  bow  can  it  be 
otnerwise  in  the  present  state  of  thin^?  Let 
me  say  that  the  moral  sense  of  this  young 
Republic  must  indeed  be  undergoing  a  iearful 
revoJation  if  it  has  reached  that  melancholy 
point  of  moral  degradation  when  our  citizens 
regard  honest  and  barely  remunerative  prices 
as  extortionate.  The  truth  is,  they  have  so 
long  been  encouraging  and  abetting  a  piracy 
that  ia  fostered,  nay,  necessitated,  by  our  Gov- 
ernment by  its  non-action  in  the  matter,  that 
the  tbieves  come  at  last  to  look  upon  pirating  as 
even  preferable  to  an  honest  mode  of  living  1 

But  a  very  brief  time  will  elapse  after  the  pas- 
sage of  the  international  copyright  bill  before 
one  of  its  legitimate  effects  will  be  shown  in 
the  springin|;  up  throughout  the  country  of 
those  estabbshments  called  in  England  cir- 
culating libraries,  which  offer  the  inestimable 
adTantage  to  the  public  at  large  that  any  one 
may  by  the  annual  payment  of  a  few  dollars 

Sain  access  to  the  entire  literature  of  Christen- 
om.  While  the  consequence  of  this  will  be 
to  place  the  fiscilities  for  acquiring  information 
witnin  the  reach  of  all,  it  will  by  no  means  tend 
to  curtail  tbe  protiis  which  the  author  derives 
from  his  books,  and  this,  for  the  simple  reason 
that  those  libraries,  when  once  fairly  in  oper- 
ation and  fully  appreciated,  will  order  of  any 
given  work  whatever  number  of  copies  are  re- 
quired by  the  reading  public,  whether  that  num* 
oer  be  ten  or  one  hundrea.  The  advantage 
of  each  institutions  is  thus  twofold ;  it  places 
any  given  book  at  the  disposal  of  a  vastly 
greater  number  of  readers  than  could  gain 
access  to  it  if  they  had  to  purchase  it  for  them- 
aelTee;  and  so  far  from  tending  to  diminish  the 
llioi's  piofitSi  as  some  argue,  these  would 


even  be  increased,  from  the  fact  that  such  con- 
stant handling  as  the  books  must  needs  be  sub- 
jected to  would  necessarily  wear  them  out  so 
as  to  create  a  demand  for  new  copies  to  supply 
the  place  of  those  thus  mutilateii. 

Vvhile  it  should  be  the  proudest  prerogative 
of  genius  to  shape  the  opinions  of  the  world 
to  its  own  heaven- born  ideas,  genius  is  cramped 
in  its  immortal  aspirations  by  tbe  paltry 
amount  paid  for  its  labors,  which  will  not  suf- 
fice to  support  the  wretched  body  in  ease  audi 
comfort.  The  necessary  result  is  that  genius, 
so  far  from  carrying  out  its  legitimate  mission 
of  molding  the  world,  is  itself  constrained  by 
dire  necessity  to  produce  such  works  as  the 
world  calls  for,  be  these  ever  so  hostile  to  im- 
provement. When  sensational  literature,  which 
IS  always  antagonistic  to  true  civilization,  is  in 
tenfold  greater  demand  than  the  healthful 
sort — as  is  at  present  tbe  casein  our  own  coun- 
try— genius  must  needs  stoop  from  its  high  lead- 
ership of  public  opinion  snd  become  its  obse- 
auious  slave.  For  if  daily  bread  be  lacking, 
le  most  powerful  brain  becomes,  in  a  few 
brief  hours,  unfitted  alike  for  good  or  ill. 

No^,  inasmuch  as  all  our  authors,  and>  so 
far  as  I  can  learn,  all  our  publishers,  with  one 
single  exception,  are  in  favor  of  the  law, 
whence  does  the  opposition  come?  Where 
does  the  responsibility  rest?  If  we  are  will- 
ing to  lay  a  tax  to  protect  all  the  palpable 
materials  of  which  our  books  are  manufac- 
tured, why,  in  the  name  of  justice  and  com- 
mon sense,  should  we  shrink  from  what  is  vir- 
tually but  laying  a  tax  to  protect  the  ideas  im- 
pressed on  the  pages  of  those  books,  lacking 
which,  the  books  themselves  are  worthless  ? 
To  be  sure,  our  reading  public  will  have  to  pay 
that  tax  in  the  end,  but,  as  1  verily  believe, 
that  public  are  even  now  more  than  willing  to 
do  so. 

Perhaps  it  may  rouse  to  action  in  this  matter 
some  of  the  indifferent,  to  inform  them  of  a 
danger  which,  if  known  at  all,  is,  at  any  rate, 
seldom  seriously  entertained  as  impending  over 
us,  but  which  must  inevitably  take  place  ere 
long  under  the  present  state  of  things,  namely, 
that  we  shall  soon  produce  more  literary  prop- 
erty liable  to  be  stolen  than  the  English  will 
produce;  and  that  when  such  time  arrives, 
that  people  who  are  now  so  clamorous  for  inter- 
national copyright  will  withdraw  tbeir  over- 
tures on  the  subject,  and  will  coolly  proceed 
to  remunerate  themselves,  in  kind,  for  the 
years  of  pillage  they  have  sustained  at  our 
hands.  And  how  could  we,  old  freebooters 
that  we  are  in  that  line,  have  the  cheek  to  cen 
sure' them  for  such  reprisal?  It  is  true  that 
they  have  all  along  been  stealing  from  us ;  but 
not  only  have  our  stealings  from  them  much 
exceeded  theirs  from  us,  but  they  are  compara- 
tively blameless  in  the  matter,  inasmuch  as 
they  have  long  been  urgent  for  the  remedy, 
while  we  have  uniformly  rejected  it. 

It  were  the  height  of  folly  to  blame  our  pub- 
lishers for  such  unjust  proceedings  as  I  have 
dwelt  on.  Having  done,  over  and  over  again, 
what  they  could  to  procure  the  enactment  of 
the  law  in  question,  they  have  no  alternative 
but  to  appropriate  'breigri  literary  property  to 
their  own  use,  or  be  ruined  by  a  few  rival 
houses  who  are  less  scrupulotis  about  utilizing 
for  their  own  advantage  that  which,  by  reason 
of  the  absence  of  any  law,  becomes,  the  mo- 
ment it  touches  our  shores,  the  property  of 
any  one  who  can  seize  it. 

The  truth  is,  the  responsibility  rests  with 
every  individual  who  reads  these  pirated  books, 
especially  unless  he  uses  all  due  means,  by  pro- 
test and  otherwise,  to  put  a  stop  to  such  rob- 
bery. And  since  the  large  mass  of  our  people 
do  read  such  books,  and  that,  too,  without  so 
much  as  a  protest,  it  is  the  people  themselves 
who  are  to  blame.  And  although  there  is  no 
shadow  of  doubt  that  a  vast  majority  of  them 
are  in  favor  of  the  law  proposed,  yet  as  it  is 
next  to  impossible  for  them  to  act  in  concert 
in  the  matter,  so  as  to  express  their  will,  the 
responsibility  really  rests  on  their  Represent- 


atives, who,  knowing  as  they  do,  that  not  only 
justice,  but  the  sovereign  people  as  well,  are 
on  the  side  of  international  copyright,  should 
unhesitatingly  act  in  the  matter,  and  thatspeed- 
ilv,  for,  as  I  just  said,  if  long  postponed,  our 
English  friends  may  turn  the  tables  on  us  with 
a  vengeance. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
a^'ourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  accordingly 
(at  four  o'clock  and  five  minutes  p.  m.)  Uie 
House  adjourned. 

PVTITtONS. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  ana  referred  to  the  appropri- 
ate  committees* 

By  Mr.  MORGAN:  The  petition  of  Joseph 
Freese,  es^.,  of  Mohawk  Valley,  Coshocton 
county,  Ohio,  and  a  large  number  of  other 
citizens,  praying  Congress  not  to  reduce  the 
tariff  on  wool. 

By  Mr.  PACKER:  The  petition  of  89  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  late  soldiers  of  the 
Army  of  the  United. States,  asking  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  giving  to  all  soldiers,  sail- 
ors, and  marines,  who  enlisted  in  the  service 
of  tbe  United  States  for  the  suppression  of 
the  late  rebellion,  and  who  bad  an  honor- 
able discharge,  $8  38^  per  month,  deducting 
all  Government  bounty  heretofore  paid ;  also 
asking  tbe  amendment  of  the  twenty-fifLh  sec* 
tionof  the  act  approved  July  16, 1870.  so  as  to 
allow  soldiers  or  sailors  to  enter  land  without 
the  requirements  of  settlement  and  cultivation. 

Also,  the  petition  of  64  natives  of  Ireland, 
citizens,  or  having  the  intention  to  become  ciii- 
zens  of  the  United  Slates,  residents  of  Excel- 
sior, Pennsylvania,  asking  for  increased  pro- 
tection to  all  industries  that  require  it,  and 
that  in  all  changes  of  the  tariff  the  interests  of 
domestic  industry  shall  be  considered  para- 
mount to  every  other  consideration. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Howard  Day 
and  88  colored  citizens  of  Harrisburg,  Penn- 
sylvania, asking  for  the  passage  of  the  supple- 
mentary civil  rights  bill. 

Also,  the  petition  of  95  citizens  of  Hummel s- 
town,  Dauphin  county,  Pennsylvania,  protest- 
ing against  any  chaiige  in  the  present  tariff 
laws  that  will  abate  or  abolisn  duties  upon 
such  articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in 
this  country;  and  also  praying  for  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee. 

Also,  the  petition  of  98  citizens  of  North- 
umberland, Pennsylvania,  workers  in  (he 
Northumberland  iron- works,  protesting  against 
any  change  in  the  present  tariff  laws,  that  will 
abate  or  abolish  duties  upon  such  articles  aa 
are  successfully  produced  in  this  country;  and 
also  praying  for  the  abolition  of  the  duties  on 
tea  and  coffee. 

Also,  the  petition  of  88  citizens  of  Mount 
Carmel,  Pennsylvania,  nativesof  Ireland, ask- 
ing for  increased  protection  to  all  industries 
that  require  it,  and  that  in  all  changes  of  the 
tariff  the  interests  of  domestic  industry  shall 
be  considered  paramount  to  every  other  con- 
sideration. 

Also,  the  petition  of  190  natives  of  Ireland, 
citizens,  or  having  the  intention  of  becoming 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  at 
Locust  Qap,  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  increased 
protection  to  all  industries  that  require  it,  and 
that  in  all  changes  of  the  tariff  the  interests 
of  domestic  industry  shall  be  considered  par- 
amount to  every  other  consideration. 

Also,  the  petition  of  199  natives  of  Ireland, 
citizens,  or  having  the  intention  of  becoming 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  residing  at 
Locust  Qap,  Pennsylvania,  asking  for  increased 
protection  to  all  industries  that  require  it,  and 
that  in  all  changes  of  the  tariff  tbe  interests 
of  domestic  industry  shall  be  considered  par- 
amount to  every  other  consideration. 

By  Mr.  WHITTHORNB :  The  petition  of 
F.  F.  Fonville.of  Bedford  coanty,  Tennessee, 
for  removal  or  disabilities. 
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IN  SENATE. 

Monday,  March  26, 1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  A.  McCau- 
LEY,  D.  D.,  of  Washington. 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  Friday 
last  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  askthennanimotts  consent 
of  the  Senate  that  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  up 
this  morning  Senate  bill  No.  662,  authorizing 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  bridge  across, 
the  Ohio  river  at  Mount  Vernon,  Indiana.  If 
the  bill  is  taken  up  I  will  give  way,  of  course, 
to  the  morning  business.  It  is  a  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unan- 
i  inous  consent.  Is  there  objection  to  the  prop- 
osition of  the  Senator  from  Indiana? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  is  exceed- 
ingly inconvenient  to  be  asking  the  permission 
of  Senators  to  allow  this,  that,  or  the  other  bill 
to  come  up.  I  think  the  morning  business  had 
better  be  first  disposed  of. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  insists  upon  the  morning  business, 
which  is  an  objection. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  The  Senator  from  Indiana 
may  not  be  aware  that  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce have  to-day  for  their  business,  and  this 
bill  will  come  up  in  its  order.  To-aay  is  set 
apart  for  that  committee. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Has  any  day  been  assigned 
as  yet? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  To-day  has  been 
assigned  for  business  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  but  it  is  suloject  to  the 
unfinished  business,  which  is  the  tarifif  bill. 
If  that  should  be  set  aside,  passed  over  in- 
formally, laid  on  the  table,  or  recommitteci« 
the  order  for  to-day  will  operate  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Committee  on  Uommerce. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  was  not  aware  of  that.  I 
withdraw  my  request. 

EXBOUTITS  OOBfUUNIOATIONS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  Senate 
resolution  of  December  20,  1871,  a  statement 
in  relation  to  the  expenses  of  vessels  on  the 
coast  of  San  Domingo ;  which,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  SuMNKR,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
and  be  printed. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  communicatinjg,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  Senate  resolution  orFebruary  9. 
1872,  information  relative  to  the  estimatea 
cost  of  improving  the  navigation  of  Red  river, 
at  or  near  Tone^  bayou ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table,  and  be  printed. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  communicating,  in  compli- 
ance with  a  Senate  resolution  of  March  8, 
1871,  information  in  relation  to  the  wharf  or 
river  frontage  used  by  the  United  States  at 
New  Orleans;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table,  and  be  printed. 

RBHOVAL  OF  CAUSES  FROM  STATE  COURTS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  bill  (S.  No.  792)  in  addition 
to  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  '  An  act  for  the  removal  of  causes 
in  certain  cases  from  State  courts, '  approved 
Jul/  27,  1866,"  approved  March  2,  1867; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

nOUSK  BILLS  rkI'jbrrkd. 

The  followiog  bills  reoeived  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  were  read  twice  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiiirs: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  908)  for  the  relief  of 
George  A.  Stevens,  United  States  Navy ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2052)  to  authorize  the 
advancement  of  Chief  Engineer  John  W. 
Moore  .on  the  list  of  chief  engineers  in  the 
Navy; 


A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2068)  authorizing  the 
nomination  and  appointment  to  the  retired 
list  of  the  Navy  of  certain  volunteers  on  the 
active  list  of  the  Navy  who  are  disabled  in 
consequence  of  wounds  received  during  the 
Late  war ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2048)  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  A.  Mayo,  of  Richmond,  Virginia ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2056)  for  the  relief  of 
H.  C.  Christopher,  G.  W.  Beard,  C.  A.  Uber, 
Edward  Stiles,  and  N.  H.  Lamdin. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2049)  granting  a  pea- 
sion  to  Mrs.  Margaret  Webber  was  read  twice 
bv  its  Utle,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

PBTITIONS  AMD  MBHORIALS. 

Mr.  COLE  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  California,  in  favor  of  raising 
the  weight  of  silver  coin  to  the  standard  of  the 
year  1850;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Pearson  and  James  G.  Pearson,  heirs  of  Wil- 
liam Pearson,  deceased,  prayine  to  be  indem- 
nified for  spoliations  committeaby the  French 
prior  to  the  year  1801 ;  which  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  California,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
a  law  donating  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  to  the 
several  States  and  Territories  in  which  such 
lands  are  situated  for  the  support  of  common 
schools :  which  were  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Education  and  Labor,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

He  also  presented  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  California,  in  favor  of  the  restoration 
of  all  lands  withdrawn  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing the  construction  of  the  Placerville  and 
Sacramento  Valley  railroad  to  homestead  and 
preemption ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also  presented  a  concurrent  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  California,  in  relation  to 
the  construction  of  a  sea-wall  to  formabreak- 
water,  to  provide  a  place  of  refuge  for  vessels 
coasting  on  the  ^rth  Pacific  ocean,  on  the 
coasts  of  California  and  Oregon,  and  in  favor 
of  an  appropriation  to  commence  the  construc- 
tion of  such  a  seawall  or  bresJkwater  in  Trini- 
dad harbor,  in  the  State  of  California ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SPENCER  presented  the  petition  of 
James  W.  Davis,  of  Bibb  county,  Alabeima, 
praying  the  removal  of  his  political  disabili- 
ties; which  was  referred  to  the  select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabili- 
ties. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Beatty,  in  behalf  of  himself,  his  brother,  and 
two  sisters,  surviving  children  of  Uie  late  Dr. 
Reading  Beatty,  praying  for  the  amount  of  pay 
due  him  as  surgeon  of  artillery  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Claims. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  the 
passage  of  a  law  taxing  distilleries  accord* 
ing  to  their  actual  capacity ;  such  capacity  to 
be  ascertained  by  practical  men ;  which  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania  praying  the  eetabliiriiment  of  a 
post  route  from  Beatty' s  Station  to  Pleasant 
U  nity,  by  way  of  Sycippus,  in  Westmoreland 
county,  Pennsylvania ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Officesand  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  six  memorials  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  New  York,  Massachusetts, 
and  New  Jersey,  remonstrating  against  the 
proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  on  earthenware 
and  stoneware ;  also  ]>raying  the  enactment  of 
a  law  imposing  a  specific  duty  of  seven  dollars 
per  ton  on  all  foreign  earthenware,  stoneware, 
clay  drain  or  sewer-pipes,  and  chimney-flaes, 


and  a  duty  of  nine  doUanpertonon  the  bends, 
branches,  and  other  fittings  of  snoh  pipes  and 
flues,  and  a  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  ton  on  all 
foreign  clay  chimney- tops ;  which  were  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BLAIR  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  United  Statea,  praying  thai  Henry  Gar- 
rett, of  Caroline  county,  Virginia,  be  allowed 
compensation  for  property  destroyed  by  United 
States  troops  in  the  capture  of  J.  w  ilkes  Booth  : 
which  was  referred  to  toe  Committee  on  ClainL^. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Viivinia,  presented 
the  memorial  of  Benjamin  Holladay,  of  New 
York,  praying  relief  for  spoliations  committed 
by  Indians  while  carrying  the  United  States 
mails;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  OSBORN  presented  the  petition  of  John 
L.  Ahearn,  of  Pensacola,  Florida,  prayio^ 
the  removal  of  his  political  disabilities ;  wnich 
was  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  P<4itical  Disabilities. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  praying  legislatioa  to  give  al) 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  served 
honorably  and  were  diseharged  after  soch  ser- 
vice, and  their  heirs,  if  deceased.  $8  33}  per 
month  for  the  time  eerved,  deaaeting  Qot- 
ernment  bounty  heretefoie  paid;  which  wsh 
referred  to  the  Comn^ittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  preseated  a  petition  of  earriviog 
soldiers  of  the  wars  of  1€12  aad  1661,  for  them- 
selves and  their  comrades'  widows  and  orphans, 
praying  Congress  to  legislate  during  the  pres- 
ent winter  so  as  to  give  pensions  to  all  soldiers 
of  1812,  and  their  widows,  withoat  any  excep- 
tions ;  to  equalize  all  bounties  to  soldiers  of 
1861,  so  as  to  ^ive  $8  88}  per  month  for  every 
month  of  service  without  any  exoeptions;  to 
allow  without  limitations  back  peasions  to  time 
of  wound  or  disability  to  all  pensioners  of 
1861 ;  to  give  a  land  wartant  for  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  every  soldier  of  1861, 
and  where  the  soldier  is  dead,  then  to  his  widow 
or  children ;  to  establish  a  soldiers'  commb;- 
sion,  .iimilar  to  the  labor  oomniseion,  com- 
posed of  three  private  soldiers  of  ability  and 
character,  to  inquire  into  and  report  annaallj 
upon  the  claims  and  grievances  of  the  defenders 
of  the  Union ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Manoal 
Roberts,  of  Newburyport,  Maasachosett^, 
praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension ;  wbidi  waa 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Almira  H.  Thompson,  praying  to  be  allowed 
a  pension;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Oathahae 
La  Voutore,  of  New  York,  praying  to  be  allowed 
a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  E.  Hinds, 
of  Hempstead,  Long  Island,  New  York,  pray- 
ing Congress  to  pass  a  law  to  enable  quali- 
fied voters  to  give  an  authoritative  prelimin- 
ary iodieation  of  their  first  and  seeond  choice 
for  President  and  Vice  President ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Minnesota,  in  favor  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  mail  route  from  Henderson,  in 
Sibley  county,  by  way  of  Prairie  Mound  and 
Mantorville,  in  Sibley  county,  and  Round 
Grove,  in  McLeod  county,  to  Beaver  Fallot 
in  Renville  county,  Minnesota;  which  was 
refiarred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Office:) 
and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Minnesota,  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route  from  Worthington  or 
Okabena  lake,  in  Nobles  coun^,  Minnesota, 
to  Dell  City,  Dakota  Territory;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Poet  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Xjegis* 
lature  of  Minnesota,  in  favor  of  a  mail  -voate 
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from  St.  Cload,  in  Stearns  county,  via  Laxem* 
biirg,  Maine  Prairie,  Kimball  Prairie,  and 
Forrest  City,  to  Litchfield,  in  Meeker  county, 
Minnesota;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Minnesota,  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
meot  of  a  mail  roate  from  St.  Joseph,  in 
Stearns  county,  by  way  of  St.  Wendell  and 
Holding's  Ford,  in  Stearns  connty,  to  Burn- 
bamiiviile,  in  Todd  county,  in  that  State; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Minnesota,  in  fa?or  of  a  change  in 
the  terminus  of  mail  route  No.  18786  from 
Kirkhaven  to  Wilmar;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 
Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  present  the  me- 
morial of  F.  A.  Wheeler,  J.  W.  Andrews,  and 
other  citizens  of  Marietta,  Ohio,  accompanied 
by  a  statement  of  terrible  suflferings  in  conse- 
quence of  a  famine  in  Persia  nukde  by  the 
Kev.  J.  H.  Shfdd,  formerly  an  American 
missionary  in  that  country,  asking  Congress  to 
adopt  measares  to  bring  the  subject  before  the 
public,  and  to  provide  ways  and  means  for 
collecting  and  disbursing  the  charities  of  the 
benevolent  who  may  be  disposed  to  aid  that 
people.  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Relations. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
Mr.  PRATT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  late  soldiers  of  the  United 
Slates  Army,  praying  Congress  to  pass  an  act 
granting  to  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines 
who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
for  the  suppression  of  the  late  rebellion,  and 
who  have  an  honorable  discharge,  and  to  the 
heirs  of  those  that  are  deceased,  $8  83^  per 
month  for  the  time  served,  deducting  there- 
from all  Government  bounty  heretofore  re- 
ceived by  them;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

Mr.  WINDOM  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Minnesota,  in  favor  of  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  *nail  route  from  Blue  Earth  City 
to  Banks,  in  Faribault  county ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le^s- 
latnre  of  Minnesota,  in  favor  of  the  establish- 
nient  of  a  mail  route  from  Grand  Meadow, 
Mower  county,  to  the  village  of  High  Forest, 
Olmsted  county,  Minnesota;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Minnesota,  in  favor  of  the  establish* 
ffieot  of  a  mail  route  from  Cokato  to  Fair 
Haven,  in  Wright  connty ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Minnesota,  in  favor  of  an  appropria- 
tion to  improve  and  complete  a  wagon-road 
from  Lake  Superior  to  the  Net  Lake  Indian 
reservation  in  the  State  of  Minnesota ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Minmesota,  asking  Congress  to 
secure  the  cession  of  the  Chippewa  reservation 
at  the  mouth  of  Pigeon  river  on  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  State  to  the  United  States, 
sod  the  opening  up  of  the  same  for  occupancy 
&nd  settlement;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affisiirs. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  petition  of 
James  Orick  .and  others,  praying  that  the 
minor  heirs  of  John  C.  Onck  be  allowed  a 
pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
OQ  Pensions. 

Mr.  POMKEOY.  I  have  the  honor  to  pre- 
teot  a  petition  of  'citizens  of  Arkansas  City, 
Cowley  county,  Kansas,  in  which  they  respect- 
fuiiy  and  earnestly  ask  Congress  to  preserve 
tile  great  ^aanLotees  of  religious  liberty  now 
contaiaed  m  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
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States,  and  they  protest  against  any  of  the  pro- 
posed amendments  which  shall  recognize  the 
authority  and  power  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
as  the  common  Ruler  among  nations.  They 
ask  that  the  principles  of  religious  liberty  as 
founded  in  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  be 
preserved  inviolate.  I  move  that  this  petition 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States, -praying  Congress  to  pass 
an  act  giving  to  all  soldiers,  sailers,  and 
marines  who  had  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  $8  88}  per  month  for  the  entire 
time'  served,  deducting  all  Government  bounty 
heretofore  paid;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HILL  presented  a  memorial  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Agricultural  Society  of  the  State 
of  Georgia,  praying  that  the  foreign  fertilizers 
and  ingredients  entering  into  the  composition 
of  fertilizers  may  be  placed  on  the  free  list  j 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CONKLING  presented  the  petition  of 
Margaret  Chard,  of  New  York,  praying  that 
she  be  allowed  arrears  of  pension  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Conrad 
Weiss,  praying  compensation  for  the  loss  of 
a  horse  in  the  military  service;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
New  York,  late  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
Army,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  at  an 
early  day  making  an  equitable  equalization 
of  the  bounties  of  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and 
marines  who  served  honorably  and  faithfully 
during  any  period  of  the  war;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  presented  six  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  that  an  act 
to  enforce  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  vote  in  the  several  States  of  the 
Union,  and  for  other  purposes,  may  be  en- 
forced in  that  State ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  remon- 
strating against  the  removal  of  the  military 
forces  now  in  that  State ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  select  Committee  on  Alleged  Outrages 
in  the  Southern  States. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  the  petition  of 
Margaret  H.  Judd,  praying  that  she  be  allowed 
a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  the  petition  of 
Saliie  Gay,  praying  for  pay  due  her  late  hus- 
band, Ebenezer  Gay,  from  June  8,  1869,  to 
February  7,  1870;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

IUB8T0EATI0N  OF  NATAL  OFFICKBS. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  transmitting,  in  obe- 
dience to  law,  the  report;  of  the  board  of  offi- 
cers or^nized  to  examine  into  the  cases  of 
such  officers  as  may  deem  themselves  unjustly 
passed  over  by  the  promotions  made  in  con- 
formity with  an  act  of  Congress  approved  in 
July,  1866,  have  had  the  same  under  consid- 
eration, and  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill 
carrying  out  the  recommendations  of  the 
board ;  and  I  am  also  instructed  to  ask  that 
the  bill  majhe  considered  at  the  present  time. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  854) 
for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the  Navy 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  bill,  in  con- 
formity with,  and  to  carry  into  effect  the  rec- 
ommeudations  and  conclusions  of  the  board 
of  officers  organized  in  pursuance  of  the  reso- 
lution for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Navy,  approved  July  1,  1870,  proposes  to 
authorize  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 


Senate,  to  restore  Commodore  Joseph  P. 
Green  to  his  original  position  on  the  Navy 
list,  next  below  Rear  Admiral  Boggs;  to  pro- 
mote Commodore  John  DeCamp  to  bis  original 
relative  position  as  a  rear  admiral  on  the  re- 
tired list;  to  promote  Commodore  Charles  W. 
Pickering  to  the  grade  of  commodore  on  the 
retired  list,  with  the  retired  pay  of  his  advanced 
rank;  to  advance  Captain  Egbert  Thompson 
in  rank  next  below  Captain  Thomas  G.  Corbin; 
to  promote  Commander  Samuel  R.  Franklin 
to  take  rank  next  after  Commander  James  S. 
Thornton;  to  restore  Commander  Edward  T. 
McCauley  to  his  original  rank,  next  after  Com- 
mander W.  D.  Whiting;  to  restore  Command- 
ers John  H.  Russell,  A.  W.  Johnson,  P.  C. 
Johnson,  John  Walters,  A.  E.  K.  Benham, 
Austin  Pendergrast,  and  W.  P.  McCaun,  re- 
spectively, to  their  original  places  on  the  Navy 
list;  and  to  advance  Lieutenant  Commanders 
James  H.  Sands  and  Charles  DeSigsbee  each 
ten  numbers  in  his  grade  for  gallant  service. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

J.  ROSS  DROWNB. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  lask  the  Senate  to  take 
up  Senate  bill  No.  378.  I  presume  there  will 
be  no  objection  to  it.  It  is  a  bill  that  passed 
the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  hope  the 
morning  business  will  be  permitted  to  be  gone 
through  with  first  before  any  bill  is  taken  up. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
California  asked  consent  the  other  day  to  take 
up  this  bill,  but  gave  way  to  some  other  Sen- 
ator. The  Chair  understands  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  to  object,  however,  and  the  bill  can- 
not be  taken  up  at  this  time. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  will  not 
object  in  this  ease. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  373)  for  the  relief  of 
J.  Ross  Browne,  late  miitister  to  China.  It 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to 
J.  Ross  Browne,  late  minister  of  the  United 
States  to  China,  $3,774  11,  in  full  compensa* 
tion  for  the  period  from  the  11th  of  April  to 
the  4th  of  August,  both  inclusive,  1868,  at  the 
rate  of  his  salary  while  waiting  for  orders  and 
in  transit  to  China ;  and  the  further  sum  of 
$2,134,  in  full  compensation  for  certain  extra 
expenses  incurred  by  him  while  discharging 
duties  as  minister. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  This  bill  passed  the 
Senate  during  the  last  Congress,  but  failed  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  want  of  time. 
It  has  been  twice  reported  unanimously  by  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  of  the  Senate^ 
and  is  concurred  in  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment and  the  Department  of  State  as  to  the 
items  contained  in  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  PHILADBLPHIA. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vei'mont.  I  am  in- 
structed by  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  to  whom  were  referred  two  peti- 
tions of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  praying  an 
appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  building 
sufficient  to  accommodate  the  present  and 
furture  postal  facilities  of  that  city,  to  ask  to 
be  discharged  from  their  farther  consideradon. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  writes : 

*'  There  is  no  doubt  a  pressing  neoeasity  for  better 
aooommodations  at  Philadelphia,  but  I  still  enter- 
tain the  opinioD  expressed  ia  my  last  annual  report, 
that  the  Du:siDa«  already  assigned  to  the  sapervis* 
ing  architect  is  quite  equal  to  the  capacity  of  his 
office  for  the  curreut  and  next  fiscal  years." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  committee  will  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peti* 
tions. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  May  I  inquire  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
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and  Groandfl  whether  the  petitions  for  a  build- 
ing at  Philadelphia  were  accompanied  with  a 
bill? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  same  subject  I  under- 
stand is  before  the  House  committee  upon  a 
bill  introduced  there,  and  I  should  much  pre- 
fer,  if  the  chairman  will  consent  to  it,  that 
these  petitions  should  be  held  by  his  commit- 
tee until  action  is  had  there. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  will  sta^e 
to  the  Senator  that  there  is  not  the  slightest 
probability  of  any  laree  appropriation  for  fur- 
ther public  bnildiogs  Deing  carried  in  either 
House  during  the  present  session,  in  my  judg- 
ment. I  am  so  informed  in  relation  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  I  think  it  is  the 
conclusion  of  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds  of  the  Senate  that  we  have 
already  reported  about  as  much  as  the  Treas- 
ury will  bear  for  the  coming  year.  Therefore, 
if  the  Senator  expects  any  favorable  action  on 
this  subject,  I  think  it  would  be  as  well  to  post- 
pone it  until  the  next  session. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Mv  reason  for  requesting  it 
is  this :  this  is  a  subject  which  has  been  com- 
mitted particularly  to  the  members  of  the 
House  irom  Philadelphia,  aud  the  Senators 
have  delayed  any  action  upon  ic  in  conse- 
quence of  the  members  of  tne  House  having 
it  in  charge.  If  we  had  supposed  that  the 
committee  of  the  Senate  intended  to  act  on 
the  subject  so  soon,  we  should  have  requested 
the  favor  of  being  neard  before  the  report  was 
made. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  the  Sen- 
ator desires  to  be  heard  on  the  subject,  I  will 
ask  that  the  petitions  be  recommitted. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  Senator  will  withdraw  his  report 
and  the  petitions  will  reraaiu  with  the  com- 
mittee. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  FALL  RIVBR. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  am  also 
instructed  by  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  798)  authorizing 
the  construction  of  a  public  building  at  FaU 
River,  in  the  State,  of  Massachusetts,  to  report 
it  back  without  amendment,  and  ask  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
dissent,  this  bill  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont,  in  relation 
to  this  bill  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
writes  as  follows : 

"  While  I  ftill  think  the  limitation  in  my  report  a 

8 roper  one.  it  is  bat  Just  for  me  to  state  that  Fall 
kiver  is  increasing  rapidly  in  popalatioa  and  busi- 
ness, and  that  the  bnildings  subjeot  to  the  control 
of  the  Government  are  ioaaeqaate.  Congress  has  at 
the  present  session  already  made  appropriations  for 
several  expensive  baildinigi  and  1  think  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  at  Fall  rtiver  might  properly  be 
postponed  for  a  year." 

The  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

MARIMI  HOSPITAL  AT  SAN  FRANCISCO. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  am  also 
directed  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Gronnds,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (S.  No.  815)  relating  to  the  purchase  of  a 
building  and  grounds  in  San  Francisco,  Cali- 
fornia, for  the  purpose  of  a  United  States 
marine  hospital,  to  report  it  back,  and  ask  to 
be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Jf  there  be  no 
dissent,  the  bill  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  ask  to  have  it  placed 
upon  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  think  when 
the  Senator  hears  what  is  proposed  he  will 
be  entirely  satisfied.  We  propose  in  lieu 
of  this  bill  a  resolution,  which  I  ask  to  have 
read. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  bill  is  not  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
not  put  the  question  on  that  motion  until  this 
resolution  reported  by  the  committee  shall 
have  teen  read. 


The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  fol- 
lows : 

Retolvtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  authorised  to  inquire  as  to  the 
necessity  of  a  marine  hospital  at  San  Francisco, 
California;  and  also,  if  the  pablio  service  requires 
such  an  hospital,  whether  the  St.  Marv's  College 
and  grounds,  in  said  cit^,  would  be  suitable  for  any 
.  accommodation  so  required,  and  on  what  terms  said 
property  can  be  j^urchased,  and  report  thereon  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Now,  if  there  be 
no  objection,  the  bill  will  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned.   The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  am  also 
directed  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings and  Grounds  to  report  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  sale  of  the  marine  hospital  and  grounds 
at  San  Francisco;  and  as  it  is  exceedingly 
short  I  will  ask  for  immediate  action  upon  it, 
if  there  be  no  objecticnn. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  855) 
to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  marine  hospital 
and  grounds  at  San  Francisco  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  sell,  for  the  best  price  that  can 
be  obtained,  after  due  notice,  the  United 
States  marine  hospital  and  grounds  at  Rincon 
Point,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  California, 
such  sale  to  include  all  the  land  embraced  in 
the  Government  reservation  at  Rincon  Point, 
and  on  due  payment  to  make,  execute,  and 
deliver  to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  thereof 
all  the  rights  and  title  thereto  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale, 
after  deducting  the  necessary  expenses,  are 
to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  What  committee  reports 
that? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  It  has  reference,  I  believe, 
to  California  exclusively  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  authorizes  the 
sale  of  the  marine  hospital  at  San  Francisco. 

Mr.  CASSERLT.  I  presume  the  bill  pro- 
vides for  public  sale  after  notice  in  the  usual 
way? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Afler  notice. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  wish  to  know  whether 
this  land  is  to  be  sold  in  one  body,  or  whether 
there  is  any  provision  for  selling  it  in  separate 
lots.     It  is  a  very  valuable  property. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  There  is  no 
provision  in  relation  to  that  matter.  The 
building  itself  is  entirely  worthless,  worth 
nothing  except  for  old  material.  All  the 
value  there  is  is  in  the  land,  and  I  suppose  the 
Secretary  will  actprudently  and  wisely. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Do  you  propose  not  to 
sell  the  land,  but  only  the  buildings? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  To  sell  the 
whole.  * 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  speak  of  the  land.  I 
desire  to  know  if  there  is  any  provision  for 
selling  the  land  in  separate  lots.  It  is  quite 
an  extensive  piece  of  ground. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  There  is  but 
one  lot. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  It  is  quite  a  large  build- 
ing, and  I  should  think  it  covered  more  than 
one  lot. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  bill  gives 
rise  to  debate  it  must  go  over,  as  several  Sen- 
ators have  risen  with  morning  business. 

Mr.  CORBETT.    I  make  no  objection  to  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REPORT  or  COMMITTKB. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Eliza  Whitingt  praying  for  a  pension,  sub* 
mitted  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  (S,  }7o, 
866)  granting  a  pension  to  Eliza  Whiting. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed ;  aud 


the  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

BKMOVAL  OF  CAU8B8  FROU  8TATB  COURTS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair,  at 
the  opening  of  the  session  this  morning,  not 
seeing  any  member  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee present,  had  referred  to  that  committee, 
without  reading,  an  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  in  the  nature  of  a  sabsti- 
tute  to  Senate  bill  No.  792,  which  was  reported 
by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edmuitds] 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  If 
there  be  no  objection  the  substitute  will  be 
reported,  as  there  appears  to  be  some  denre 
for  action  upon  it  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  not  examined 
it,  and  I  think  it  had  better  be  referred  to  the 
committee. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  I  have  examined  it  and  have  received  a 
request  from  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  who 
had  this  bill  in  charge  and  is  ill  to-day,  to  see 
to  it,  and  my  proposition  is  to  make  the  differ- 
ent phraseology  of  the  two  Houses  wanting  to 
reach  the  same  result  agree,  that  the  Senate 
non-concur  and  ask  for  a  committee  of  con- 
ference in  order  to  arrange  that  there  may  be 
no  ambiguity  as  to  the  common  object  of  the 
two  Houses. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  believe  there 
ought  to  be  any  committee  of  conference  upon 
a  single  proposition  like  that.  I  think  it  had 
better  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 
and  examined. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  it  wiU  be 
referred  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  object  to  that,  and  I 
wish  to  move  that  the  Senate  non-concur  and 
ask  for  a  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  object  to  the  consid- 
eration of  that  motion. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wiU  state  why  I  make 
it.  I  suppose  it  is  a  proper  question  for  the 
Senate  to  say  whether  it  shall  be  referred  or 
not. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  would  have 
been  at  the  opening  of  the  session  when  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Repreaentatives 
was  laid  before  the  Senate,  but  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  no  Senator 
apparently  taking  charge  of  it. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  I  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  waa  referred. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  moves  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  referred,  and  asks  for  the 
present  consideration  of  that  motion. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  object  to  its  present 
consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  objects.  The  Senator  from  New  York 
must  therefore  wait  until  the  morning  business 
is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Has  not  the  morning 
business  been  concluded  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  quite.  Bills 
are  yet  to  be  received,  and  several  Senators 
have  risen  with  bills. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  I  give  notice  that 
I  shall  renew  my  motion  when  the  morning 
business  is  concluded. 

BILLS  INTRODUOSD. 

Mr.  BAYARD  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained;  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  {S, 
No.  857)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  H. 
Judd,  of  Wilmington,  Delaware;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and,  with  the  accom- 
panying papers,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions. 

Mr.  PRATT  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
858j  granting  a  pension  to  John  B.  Roae,  of 
Indiana;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SO  WE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  869)  to  establish  a  national  nniversity  for 
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the  parpoae  of  elerating  the  standard  of  educa- 
tion in  the  Republic  and  promoting  the  intel* 
lectual  welfare  of  the  people;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title.         * 

Mr.  HOWB.  I  ought  to  say  by  way  of  ex- 
planation that  this  bill  was  not  sent  to  me. 
it  was  drawn  by  some  one,  1  do  not  know 
who,  and  sent  to  ray  colleague,  and  it  is  at  his 
reauest  that  I  present  it.  I  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education  and 
Labor,  and  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RICE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  860) 
for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  L.  Britton  ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY  (on  behalf  of  a  citizen  of 
New  Mexico)  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
861)  to  aid  in  settling  the  unsurveyed  and 
unoccupied  lands  on  the  tributaries  of  the 
Colorado  river  of  the  West  *,  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
Ko.  862)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  **  An  act 
gran  ting  pensions  to  certain  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  the  war  of  1812,  and  the  widows  of  deceased 
soldiers;*'  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  permission  of  the  Senate 
to  call  up  a  bill  that  I  have  been  trying  to  get 
up  for  along  time. 

Mr.  C0NKLIN6.  I  shall  object  to  that. 
This  bill,  to  which  I  have  called  attention, 
ought  to  be  considered ;  it  is  important  to  the 
public  interests. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Senator  does  not  suppose 
I  would  ask  to  take  up  a  bill  which  was  notof 
public  importance? 

Mr.  C0NKL1N6.  Inasmuch  as  I  made 
my  request  previously,  I  hope  my  friend  will 
take  no  exception  to  my  adhering  to  it;  at  any 
rate,  I  do  adnere  to  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Bills  are  still 
in  order. 

Mr.  POOL  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
Bent  obtained,  leare  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  868)  to  relieve  certain  persons  therein 
named  from  the  legal  and  political  disabilities 
imposed  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  for 
other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  864)  granting  a  pension  to  Gabriella 
P.  Moody;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  ana 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  865) 
for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  McFarland, 
widow  of  Peter  McFarland,  and  tbe  minor 
children  of  the  same ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sion b,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
cooaent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  866)  to  construct  and  aid  in  rebuilding  the 
levees  on  the  Misaiasippi  river,  and  for  other 
porpoeea;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the  Levees 
of  tbe  Mississippi  river,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
conaent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  867)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
correct  an  Army  officer's  record^  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  tbe  Com- 
nittee  on  Miiita^  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed* 


RRMOVAL  OF  OAUSKS  FROM  8TATB  G0UIIT8. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  move  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  motion  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  a  Senate  bill  was  referred 
this  morning  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. I  refer  to  the  amendment  to  the  bill 
(S.  No.  792)  in  addition  to  un  act  entitled  *'  An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  for  the 
removal  of  causes  iu  certain  cases  from  State 
courts,'  approved  July  27,  1866,-'  approved 
March  2,  18G7. 

Mr.  TKUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  have  it 
reported  that  the  Senate  may  understand  it. 
I  have  not  had  a  chance  to  read  it  yet.  Let  the 
original  bill  be  reported,  and  also  the  House 
amendment. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill,  as  follows: 

J9«  i'(  enacted,  ^e..  That  the  right  of  removal  of  a 
eauso  created  by  said  act  shall  extend  to  and  be 
•nforoed  in  all  suits  heretofore  or  hereafter  'com- 
menced in  any  State  court  io  which  either  tbe  plain- 
tiff or  defendant  is  or  shall  bo  an  alien,  and  in  which 
the  other  party  is  or  s^all  bo  a  citisen  of  any  of  tbe 
United  State;) ;  which  said  removal  m^y  bo  applied 
for  and  had  uoder  the  regulations  in  the  said  act 
provided  for  the  cases  thereto  mentioned. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  was  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert  the 
following: 

Thatwhcnover  a  personal  action  h  as  been  or  shall 
be  brougbtin  any  Statoeourt  by  any  alien  againstaoy 
person,  being  a  civil  officer  of  the  United  States,  as 
sole  defendant,  bein^  a  non-resident  of  that  State 
wherein  Jurisdiction  is  obtained  by  the  State  court 
by  penonal  service  of  process  only,  such  suit  may  be 
removed  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  Slates  in 
the  same  manner  as  now  provided  in  case  of  a  suit 
brought  in  a  State  court,  by  section  three  of  the  act 
of  March  2. 1833,  entiUed  "  An  act  further  to  provide 
for  the  eoUect^ion  of  duties  on  imports." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Why  shoald  we  recon- 
sider? I  should  like  to  know  some  reason  why 
this  bill  should  not  go  where  it  has  already  been 
referred.  Here  is  a  bill  involving  a  very  com- 
plicated subject,  that  of  the  transfer  of  cases 
from  the  State  to  tbe  Federal  courts.  We  have 
passed  a  good  many  laws  upon  that  subject, 
particularly  during  the  rebellion,  with  a  view 
to  enable  parties  who  it  was  supposed  might 
not  get  fair  trials  in  the  Siate  courts,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  prejudices  arising  out  of  the 
war,  to  remove  their  cases  into  tbe  Federal 
courts ;  and  it  has  been  very  desirable,  and  is 
I  think,  that  all  these  lawsshould  be  embodied 
in  one  statute.  I  think  we  have  passed  as  many 
as  two  or  three,  I  do  not  know  out  more  thau 
that,  within  the  last  five  or  six  years. 

The  other  day  tbe  Senate  passed  a  bill  that 
was  reported  by  the  Commiuee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, .and  1  think  a  proper  hill,  authorizing  a 
citizen  to  remove  a  case  where  an  alien  was 
the  other  party.  It  seems  the  laws  had  not 
provided  for  that,  and  I  think  that  is  a  clear 
right  that  may  be  given  under  the  Constitution ; 
but  the  House  of  Kepresentatives  did  not  think 
proper  to  agree  to  our  bill,  or  rather  they  have 
agreed  to  it  in  a  restricted  form. 

Now,  it  has  come  back  from  the  House  with 
this  amendment,  and  it  was  referred  very 
properly,  as  I  think,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciarv  to  look  at.  I  do  not  wish  to  delay 
it  at  all.  I  have  no  objection  to  appoint- 
ing a  committee  of  conference,  except  this, 
and  I  would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  these  committees  of  conference. 
They  seem  to  be  a  necessity  sometimes,  but  I 
think  it  is  a  very  bad  practice  to  refer  bills  to 
committees  of  conference,  unless  there  is  a 
necessity  for  it.  I  have  no  idea  but  that  we 
can  agree  in  reference  to  this  bill.  There  is 
no  such  disagreement  between  the  two  Hoases 
of  Congress,  I  apprehend,  upon  this  subject 
that  it  18  necessary  to  have  a  committee  of 
conference  about  it  at  ail.  I  concede  that  we 
sometimes  must  have  committees  of  confer* 
ence,  though  they  wert^  never  favorites  with 
me.  The  difficulty  is  that  when  the  report  is 
made,  it  is  agreed  to  in  both  Houses  with- 
out amend meuL  You  cannot  propose  an 
amendment,  you  have  to  take  the  precise 
report  of  the  committee  or  defeat  the  bill: 


and  all  of  us  who  have  had  any  experience 
in  legislation  know  that  reports  of  committees 
of  conference  receive  very  little  attention. 
They  are  taken  up  in  this  body  as  privileged 
qnestioiis.  The  committee  asks  permission 
to  present  its  report  j  it  is  presented,  and  the 
vote  is  taken  sometimes  without  any  knowl- 
edge whatever  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  gen- 
erally as  to  what  the  conference  report  is. 
Frequently  in  such  reports  the  amendments 
are  merely  referred  to  by  numbers,  and  we 
have  no  knowledge  at  all  as  to  what  the  re- 
ports really  mean. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  meets  the 
day  after  to-morrow,  'when  I  suppose  it  can 
consider  this  matter,  and  report  promptly. 

I  have  stated  all  that  I  desire  to  state  on  the 
subject.  The  Senator  from  New  York  desires 
to  have  a  committee  of  conference  appointed 
without  the  matter  being  first  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  I  have  no 
desire  to  hnve  it  before  the  Committee  on  the 
JudiciHry  except  to  have  the  law  right,  and  I 
think  this'ia  one  of  those  cases  where  there  is 
no  necessity  for  a  committee  of  conference, 
and  that  is  why  I  think  it  had  better  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
This  is  all  I  have  to  say  about  iu 

Mr.  CONKLING.  1  shall  say  bnt  a  sinele 
word,  because  minutes  are  things  now,  and  a 
little  time  will  defeat  this  measure,  as  the  hand 
of  yonder  clock  will  soon  poiut  to  the  hour 
of  one. 

The  Coin  mitt  ee  on  the  Judiciary  of  Uiis 
body  reported  a  bill ;  I  beard  no  dissent  to 
the  report.  It  was  adopted  by  the  Senate.  It 
went  to  the  House  of  Kepresentatives ;  the 
House  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  considered 
it;  there  was  no  dissent  there.  Both  com- 
mittees concurred  in  the  object  of  the  bill,  in 
reporting  an  amendment  an  omission  took 
place,  perhaps  I  ought  not  to  say  an  error ; 
but  there  is  an  imperfection  in  the  bill  which 
fails  to  carry  out  the  common  design  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  the  whole  purpose  is  to  have 
a  committee  of  conference  to  arrange  what  I 
might  truly  denominate  mere  phraseology, 
simply  to  embody  atid  carrjr  out  the  express 
purpose  of  the  two  Houses.  I  ask,  therefore, 
for  a  committee  of  conference,  it  being  im- 
portant that  delay  should  not  occur,  and  that 
we  should  have  action. 

The  VICE  PiiESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  to  reconsider. 

The  question  was  determined  in.  the  affirm- 
ative. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
now  is,  will  the  Senate  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  amendment  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary? 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Now  I  move  that  the 
Senate  non-concur  in  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  ask  for  a 
committee  of  conference. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Vice 
President  being  authorized  by  unanimous  con- 
sent to  appoint  the  conferees  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  Messrs.  Conkuso,  Fbelikghut- 
SEN,  and  SAUL8BT7BT  Were  appointed. 

ORDB&  or  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  COLE,  I  rise  to  ask  a  favor  of  the 
Senate.  It  is  that  when  the  tariff  bill  and  the 
business  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  shall 
have  been  disposed  of  I  be  permitted  to  have 
the  Australian  mail  bill  considered.  I  think 
there  ought  to  be  no  objection  to  that.  It  is 
a  measure  of  great  importance,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  it  taken  up  soon. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  nn- 
dersiands  the  Senator  from  California  to  ask 
consent  to  one  of  those  understandings  which 
the  Senate  are  to  carry  out  for  themselves,  dif- 
fering from  ordinary  procedure.  The  Senator 
from  California  asks  the  Senate  to  consent 
that  after  the  tariff  bill  and  the  business  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  shall  have  been  dis- 
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posed  of  the  Aastralian  mail  bill  shall  then 
pe  takea  up  for  consideration. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  Uke  it  the  Senator  from 
California  will  not  antagonize  that  against  the 
appropriation  bills.  I  think  those  should  come 
up  next. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  only  ask  to  take  this  bill  up 
next  after  the  tariff  bill  and  the  business  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  shall  have  been  acted 
on,  and  then  I  propose  to  go  on  with  the  appro- 
priation bills. 

Mr.  KELLOGQ.  Is  this  a  motion,  Mr. 
President? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  The  Senator  from 
California  asks  unanimous  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate as  to  a  bill  which  he  suggests.  The  Chair 
could  scarcely  call  it  up  unless  the  fifteenth  rule, 
in  regard  to  unfinished  business,  should  be  spe- 
cifiuiJly  set  aside,  because  the  last  rule  states: 

**No  motion  to  suspend,  modify,  or  amend  the 
rales,  or  any  thereof,  shall  be  in  order  exeept  on  one 
day's  notioe,  in  writing,  specifying  the  rale  to  be 
suspended,  modified,  or  amended,  and  the  purpose 
thereof." 

It  is  asking  the  consent  of  the  Senate  that 
the  Senator  from  California  may  have  the 
floor  for  this  business  at  a  particular  time 
to  the  exclusion  of  other  business. 

Mr.  COLE.  Let  us  vote  upon  it  some  way 
or  other. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  desire  to  say  a  word  before 
it  is  voted  upon.  The  other  day  I  offered  a 
resolution  giving  to  the  Committee  on  Claims 
one  sitting  of  the  Senate.  It  was  then  objected 
that  the  tariff  bill  must  be  disposed  of,  and 
some  business  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, before  the  question  could  be  consid- 
ered. Now  I  think  I  roust  insist,  so  far  as  I 
can,  that  afUr  the  tariff  bill  is  disposed  of 
and  the  Committee  on  Commerce  has  been 
heard,  one  day  in  this  session  shall  be  given 
to  business  from  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  COLE.  One  word  only.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose the  bill  to  which  I  refer  will  take  a  day^  or 
anything  like  that.  I  only  ask  for  a  fraction 
of  a  day,  when  it  can  be  disposed  of.  I  should 
like  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  it  and  have  a 
vote  of  the  Senate  upon  it.  It  is  a  matter  of 
very  great  importance ;  but  if  the  Senate  is 
not  disposed  to  *give  it  favorable  considera- 
tion, let  us  have  action  upon  it  any  way.  I 
do  not  want  it  to  be  hanging  here  much  longer, 
because  it  is  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of  im- 
portant commercial  interests. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads  reported  that  bill 
twice  befocfi,  hot  we  never  got  any  vote  upon 
it.  I  hope  that  this  year  we  may  bring  it  to  a 
vote  at  any  rate,  and  see  what  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  is.  I  believe  if  the  Senator  will  forego 
making  a  speech,  and  if  all  others  who  are  in 
favor  of  the  bill  will  not  talk,  but  will  just  act 
so  as  to  bring  us  to  a  vote,  we  can  soon  get 
the  sense  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.    I  will  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Logan]  tried  to  get  an  under- 
standing the  other  day  in  regara  to  a  question 
reported  on  by  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and, Elections,  which  is  an  important  matter, 
and  which  ought  to  be  considered  before  this 
subsidy  bill,  and  which  is  really  a  privileged 
question.  X  do  not  see  that  Senator  now  in 
'his  seat. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  objection 
made  to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
California? 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.     I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  tariff  bill  is  before 
the  Senate,  being  the  unfinished  business  of 
the  last  adjournment.  On  that  bill  the  pend- 
ing question  is  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  to  strike  out 
the  second  section  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  The  Senator  from 
Michigan  ||Mr.  Chandler]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor.  This  day  has  also  been  assigned  for  the 
•onsideratioo  of  bills  reported  from  the  Com* 
mittte  on  Commeroe. 


Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  know  the  extreme 
anxiety  to  make  speeches  on  the  tariff  bill,  and 
I  am  very  anxious  to  make  one  upon  it  myself. 
I  wish,  therefore,  merely  to  show  my  disinter- 
estedness by  waiving  my  own  speech  and  mov- 
ing that  the  tariff  bill  be  laid  aside  for  the  pur- 
pose of  considering  the  bills  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  As  the  Senate  by  aunan- 
imous  vote  has  given  the  Senator  from  Michi 
gan  this  day  for  his  bills  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  I  do  not  feel  myself  authorized 
to  antagonize  with  him,  but  am  disposed  to 
obey  the  voice  of  the  Senate.  Besides,  I  am 
a  little  at  a  loss  what  course  to  pursue  in  re- 
gard to  the  tariff  bill.  My  own  views  on  the 
subject  are  well  known  to  the  Senate,  but  I 
always  regard  the  instructions  of  the  Senate, 
when  acting  as  its  organ,  as  binding  upon  me 
and  as  overruling  my  own  opinion.  I  think 
the  Senate  have  acted  unwisely  in  regard  to 
the  matter  settled  bj  the  vote  of  Friday,  but 
I  feel  bound  to  consider  their  instructions.  If 
that  vote  should  be  adhered  to  by  the  Senate, 
then  it  is  manifestly  better  that  we  lay  aside  the 
pending  tariff  bill  and  take  up  the  bill  sent  to 
us  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to  repeal 
the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  because  we  may 
as  well  understand  each  other  perfectly. 

On  Saturday  last  I  received  from  twenty  to 
forty  letters  and  telegrams  from  the  leading 
commercial  bodies  of  the  United  States  in  the 
different  cities.  They  cannot  understand  pre- 
cisely what  was  the  effect  of  the  vote  on  Fri- 
day. These  applications  became  so  numerous 
that  I  had  finally  to  refuse  to  answer  them.  I 
desire  now  to  state  that  the  vote  on  Friday  was 
not  upon  the  bill  sent  to  us  by  the' House  of 
Representatives  to  repeal  the  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee;  but  if  the  Senate  has  made  up  its  mind 
to  repeal  those  duties,  the  better  way  at  once 
is  to  take  up  the  Honse  bill  for  that  purpose 
and  pass  it.  I  think,  therefore,  while  giving 
way  to-day,  I  must  insist  that  it  be  with  the 
understanding  that  we  shall  go  to  work  to- 
morrow and  dispose  of  the  tariff  question  with- 
out any  further  delav.  I  would  not  give  way 
to-day  but  for  the  fact  that  I  understand  by 
the  general  sense  of  the  Senate  this  day  was 
fixeoffor  the  consideration  of  business  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  the  Senate  now 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  uf  Senate  bill 
No.  662. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Will  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan permit  me  to  make  a  suggestion  ?    • 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Following  out  the  suggestion 
made  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  I  think,  after  the  vote  of  the  Senate 
npon  the  tea  and  coffee  duties,  there  will  be 
little  difference  of  opinion  in  the  Senate  as  to 
what  the  final  result  will  be  on  that  question. 
As  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  stated,  there  is 
a  feverish  anxiety  on  the  part  of  those  engaged 
in  trade  not  only  as  to  the  nltimate  disposiuon 
of  that  question,  but  as  to  the  time  to  be  fixed 
when  the  repeal  is  to  go  into  operation.  The 
bill  upon  which  the  amendment  has  been 
adopted,  if  not  changed,  would  go  into  oper- 
ation immediately.  The  suggestion  I  desire  to 
make  is  that  we  might,  I  think  without  further 
debate  probably,  take  up  the  House  bill,  make 
such  amendments  as  to  fix  the  time  when  it 
shall  go  into  operation,  and  pass  it  and  dis- 
pose of  that  question  at  once  ;  and  if  that  un- 
derstanding could  be  arrived  at,  and  this  order 
passed  over  informally,  I  think  we  should  be 
doing  a  benefit  to  the  country.  If  the  Sena- 
tor from  Michigan  will  consent  that  the  bill 
which  he  now  wishes  to  have  taken  up  be 
informally  laid  over  until  we  see  if  that  can 
be  done,  I  have  prepared  such  an  amendment 
as  will  carry  out  that*  view,  and  we  can  in  a 
short  time  ascertain  whether  it  can  be  accom- 
plished. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  This  is  the  time  fixed 
for  the  consideration  of  the  bills  reported  by 
th«  Committee  on  Commerce.    Bills  are  pre* 


pared,  more  than  twenty  of  them,  Kftdy  for 
action,  and  I  hope  my  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  not  insist  upon  the  tariff  or  any 
other  bill  being  taken  up  to  their  pr<*judice, 
but  will  allow  the  order  of  the  Senate  for  this 
day  to  be  carried  out. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan  has  moved  to  postpone  the 
tariff  bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  is 
not  debatable.  The  motion  is  to  lay  the  tariff 
bill  on  the  table,  so  that  the  order  assigning 
to-day  for  the  business  of  the  Commiuee  on 
Commerce  may  go  into  operation. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Will  the  tariff  bill  come 
up  then  immediately,  being  still  the  special 
order? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  will  make  the  motion 
with  the  understanding  that  it  shall  come  up. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Let  that  be  understood. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  make  the  motion  with 
the  understanding  that  the  moment  we  get 
through  the  business  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce that  bill  shall  come  up  again. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  want  a  contest 
about  it  all  the  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  tariff  bill 
was  made  a  special  order  originally,  but  it  will 
require  a  formal  motion  to  take  it  up  after  the 
bills  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  shall  have 
been  disposed  of  to-  night. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  makes  it  a  part  of  his  motion,  I 
understand,  that  the  tariff  bill  shall  come  up 
to-morrow  as  the  unfinished  bnsiaess  of  to- 

*fhe  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  it  the  under- 
standing that  the  tariff  bill  is  to  be  regarded 
in  the  morning  as  the  unfinished  business  of 
today?  ["Certainly;"  "Certainly.'']  If  there 
be  no  objection,  the  Chair  will  carry  out  that 
understanding,  and  the  tariff  bill  will  be  re- 
garded as  the  unfinished  business  to  be  taken 
up  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock.  With  that  under- 
standing the  tariff  bill  is  laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  is  now  entitled  to 
the  floor,  representing  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

BRIDOSa  ACROSS  THS  OHIO  R1T8B. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     I  move  that  the  Senate 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
To.  662. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Unleas  some 
Senator  desires  it,  the  Chair  will  not  take  the 
trouble  to  divide  the  Senate  on  the  question 
of  taking  up  these  bills  during  this  day,  as  they 
are  bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. Unless  some  Senator  demands  a  divis- 
ion, the  bills  called  up  by  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  will  be  regarded  as  before  the  Senate. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  662) 
authorizing  the  construction  of  a  railroad  bridge 
across  the  Ohio  river  at  Mount  Vernon,  iu  the 
State  of  Indiana. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  reported  the 
bill  with  amendments. 

The  first  amendment  was  in  line  three,  to 
strike  out  ** railroad"  and  insert  "railway,'' 
and  in  line  four,  after  '^  Illinois,"  to  insert 
"southern." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  oat  the 
following  proviso: 

ProoitUd,  That  said  bridge  shall  be  built  with  u 
unbroken  or  oontinaons  span  of  not  leas  (hao  foar 
hundred  feet  in  the  clear,  from  pier  to  pier,  OTer  tb« 
main  ehansel  of  said  river,  and  shall  be  oonttnictt^ 
in  all  respects  in  aeeordaneewith  the  oomlitiooi  asd 
limitations  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  estsbliilii 
ceruin  post  roads,"  approved  July  14,  IASSl 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert: 

Provided.  That  every  bridge  hereafter  erectsd 
aoromi  the  Ohio  river,  below  the  mouth  of  the  Bii 
Bandy,  shall  have  at  least  one  span  of  a  heiffbt  of 
not  less  than  one  hundred  feet  aboTO  lew  water, 
and  of  not  less  than  forty  feet  ahov^  hiahest  water, 
measured  to  the  lowest  part  of  the  span ;  that  tht^ 
high  span  shall  give  a  olesr  opening  of  at  least  four 
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hnndred  feet  between  the  piers,  meaanred  at  risht 
angles  to  the  current  atovery  stage,  and  that  it  shall 
be  placed  over  that  portion  of  the  river  used  by  boats 
during  ordinary  stages  of  water:  Provide  jurther, 
Tb&t  iu  ease  this  high  span  is  not  over  the  low-water 
channel,  suitable  arrangements  be  mnde  elsewhere 
to  permittbepussageoi  single  boats  under  the  bridge 
at  low  water;  that  all  bridges  over  the  Ohio  river 
below  the  Covington  and  Cincinnati  suspension 
bridge,  shall  have,  in  addition  to  the  high  span  pre- 
Bcrioea  above,  a  pivot-draw,  giving  two  dear  open- 
ings of  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  each,  measured 
at  right  angles  to  the  current  at  the  average  stage 
of  water  iu  the  river,  and  located  in  a  port  of  the 
bridge  that  can  be  safely  and  conveniently  reached 
»t  that  stage;  and  that  said  draw  shall  be  opened 
promptly,  upon  reasonable  signal,  for  the  passage 
of  boats  whose  construction  shall  not  be  such  as  to 
admit  of  their  passage  under  the  permanent  spans 
ot  said  bridge,  except  when  trains  are  passing  over 
the  same, 

Src.  2.  That  the  piers  of  the  high  span  and  the 
piers  of  the  draw  shall  be  built  parallel  with  the 
current  at  that  stage  of  the  river  which  is  most  im- 
p<>rtatttfor  navigation ;  and  that  no  ripraps  or  other 
outside  protection  for  imperfect  foundations  will  be 
permitted  in  the  cbanneUwoy  of  the  high  span  or 
of  the  draw«openings. 

Skc.  3.  That  any  person,  company,  or  corporation 
ant  homed  to  construct  a  bridge  across  tno  Ohio 
river,  by  the  States  upon  whoso  territory  said  bridge 
wili  abut,  shall  submit  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  tor 
his  examination,  a  design  of  the  bridge  and  piers, 
and  a  map  of  the  location,  giving,  for  the  space  of 
at  least  one  mile  above  and  one  mile  below  the  pro- 
posed  location,  the  topography  of  the  banks  of  the 
liver,  the  shore-lines  at  high  and  low  water,  the 
directtun  of  the  current  at  all  st«ges,  and  the  sound- 
ing accurately  showing  tho  bed  of  the  stream,  and 
■hall  furnish  such  other  information  as  may  be 
required  for  a  full  and  satisfactory  understanding 
of  the  subject  by  the  Secretary  of  War;  and  if  the 
Secretary  of  War  is  satisfied  that  the  provisions  of 
the  law  have  been  complied  with  in  regard  to  loca- 
tion, the  building  of  the  piers  may  be  at  onotf  com- 
menced ;  but  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  conditions 
prescribed  by  this  act  cannot  be  complied  with  at 
the  location  where  it  is  desired  to  construct  the 
bridge,  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  detail  a  board, 
composed  of  three  experienced  officers  of  the  corps 
of  engineers,  to  examine  the  ease,  and  may,  on 
their  recommendation,  authorise  such  modifications 
in  the  requirements  of  this  act  as  will  permit  the 
eoostraction  of  the  bridge :  J^roptdid^  That  the  free 
navigation  of  the  river  be  not  materially  injured 
thereby. 

Ssc.  4.  That  all  parties  owning  or  operating  bridges 
oyer  the  Ohio  river  shall  maintain  at  their  own 
expense,  from  sunset  to  sunrise  throughout  the  year, 
such  lights  on  their  bridges  as  may  be  required  by 
the  Liffht-Uouse  Board  lor  the  security  of  naviga- 
tion. 

Skc.  5.  That  any  bridge  constructed  under  this 
act.  and  aocordtng  to  its  limitations,  shall  be  a 
lawful  structure,  and  shall  be  reoognixed  and 
known  as  a  pobt  route,  upon  which,  also,  no  higher 
charge  shall  be  made  for  the  transmission  over 
the  same  of  the  mails,  the  troops,  and  the  muni- 
tions of  war  of  the  United  States,  than  the  rate 
per  mile  paid  for  the  transportation  over  the  rail- 
roads or  publio  highways  leading  to  siiid  bridge; 
and  in  case  of  any  litigation  arising  from  any  ob- 
struction or  alleged  obetruotion  to  the  navigation 
ot  said  river  created  by  the  construction  of  any 
bridffe  under  this  act,  the  cause  or  question  arising 
may  be  tried  before  the  district  oourt  of  the  United 
States  of  any  State  in  which  any  portion  of  said 
obstruction  or  bridge  touches:  and  that  all  railway 
companies  desiring  to  use  the  said  bridges,  or  any  of 
tbem,  shall  have  and  be  entitled  to  equal  rights  and 
privileges  in  the  paasage  of  the  same,  and  in  theuse 
ol  the  machinery  and  fixtures  thereof,  and  of  ail 
the  approaches  thereto,  under  and  upon  such  terms 
and  conditions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  upon  hearing  the  allegations  and  proofs 
of  the  parties,  in  case  they  shall  not  agree. 

Sbc  o.  That  the  right  to  alter  or  amend  this  act  so 
as  to  prevent  or  remove  all  material  obstructions  to 
the  navigation  of  said  river  by  the  construction  of 
bridsea  is  hereby  expressty  reserved ;  and  that  any 
brdse  or  bridges  constructed  under  this  act  shall  be 
buiu  under,  and  subject  to,  such  regulations  for  the 
security  of  tho  navigation  of  said  river  as  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  shall  prescribe;  and  the  said  bridges 
shall  be.  at  all  times,  so  kept  and  managed  as  to  oner 
reaeonable  and  proper  means  for  the  passage  of  ves- 
sels tbrongb  and  under  them ;  and  the  said  bridges 
shall  be  changed,  at  the  cost  and  expense  of  the  own- 
en  thereof,  from  time  to  time,  as  Congress  may 
direct,  so  as  to  preserve  the  free  and  oonvenient  navi- 
gation of  said  river;  and  tho  authority  to  erect  and 
continue  said  bridges  shall  be  subject  to  revocation 
by  law  whenever  the  public  good  shall, in  the  Judg- 
ment of  Congress,  so  require. 

Mr.  MORTON.  1  desire  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senatet  not  for  the  purpose  of 
making  any  debate,  to  the  provisions  in  this 
bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  desire  to  speak  to  the  particular 
amendment  now  pending  ? 

Mr.  PRA.TT.  I  will  say  to  my  colleague 
that  this  is  a  bill  authorizing  the  construction 
of  a  bridge  across  the  Ohio  river  at  or  near 
Moant  Vernon*     I  have  sabmiMed  the  bill, 


with  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  the  friends  of  the  bridge  at  Mount 
Vernon,  and  they  are  satisfied  with  it  in  its 
present  form. 

Mr.  MORTON.  What  is  the  precise  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  question  now,  I  under- 
stand, is  on  striking  out  the  proviso  on  the 
second  page  as  it  stood  in  the  original  bill  and 
inserting  the  substitute. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  My  impression  is  that  in 
the  bills  heretofore  authorizing  bridges  across 
the  Ohio  river  it  has  been  invariably  required 
that  the  span  should  be  fifty  feet  above  high- 
water  mark.  I  think  probably  it  was  some- 
thing less  in  the  changed  plan  of  the  Cincinnati 
bridge ;  but  if  it  approacnes  that  at  all,  I  think 
those  interested  in  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river  ought  to  insist  on  as  great  an  elevaiion 
here  as  at  the  other  bridges,  or  their  great 
elevation  at  fifty  feet  is  mere  waste. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  whether  this  retains  the  double  ratio 
of  one  hundred  feet  above  low* water  mark 
and  forty  feet  above  high -water  mark? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Yes,  sir.  This  amend- 
ment was  prepared  by  the  board  of  engineers, 
and  is  recommended  by  them  ;  but  if  it  leads 
to  debate,  I  will  move  to  lay  it  aside  and  take 
up  another  bill. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  do  not  want  to  debate  it, 
but  simply  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  two  provisions  here,  the  propriety  of  which 
I  question.     In  section  five  it  is  provided — 

That  any  bridge  constructed  under  this  act,  and 
according  to  its  limitations,  shall  bo  a  lawful  struc- 
ture, and  shall  be  recognised  and  known  as  a  post 
nnte,  upon  which,  also,  no  higher  oharge  shall  be 
made  for  the  transmission  over  the  sameot  the  mails, 
the  troops,  and  the  munitions  of  war  of  the  United 
States,  than  the  rate  per  mile  paid  for  the  trans- 
portation over  the  nulroads  or  public  highways 
leading  to  said  bridge. 

It  provides  that  no  higher  rates  shall  be 
charged  for  the  transmission  of  mails— ^- 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  lay  this  bill  aside  informally  and  let  me 
take  it  up  at  a  later  hour  in  the  day?  I 
should  like  to  go  on  with  the  unobjectionable 
bills. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  do  not  want  to  defeat 
the  passage  of  this  bill ;  but  this  is  a  general 
provision. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Very  well;  then  I  ask 
that  it  be  laid  aside  informally  to  be  called  up 
again  at  a  later  hour. 

Mr.  MORTON.  No;  I  will  withdraw  any 
suggestion  if  the  Senator  thinks  it  important 
to  let  it  go  just  as  it  is. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  taking  them  all 
together. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  Do  I  understand  that 
this  is  a  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
as  now  put  by  the  Chair  is  to  take  the  question 
on  all  the  amendments  of  the  committee,  strik- 
ing oat  the  proviso  and  inserting  another  and 
several  sections. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  Will  the  amendment  of 
the  comraiitee  then  be  subject  to  amendment? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  wiU  be 
open  to  amendment  after  that. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  wish  to  make  a  verbal 
amendment.  I  am  not  opposed  to  the  bill, 
and  do  not  propose  to  discuss  it.  It  will  be 
seen  that  by  the  proviso  proposed  to  be 
inserted  this  bill  is  to  apply  below  the  mouth 
of  the  Big  Sandy.  Another  section,  however, 
from  its  general  language,  may  be  regarded 
as  applying  above  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Sandy. 
I  merely  wish  to  insert  after  the  words  *'  Ohio 
river,"  in  the  third  section,  the  words  "below 
the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy, ^'  so  as  to  confine  its 
application  to  that  part  of  the  river  to  which 
it  IS  intended  to  apply. 

MV.  PRATT.    I  hav«  no  objectioh  to  thaU  [ 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  ta 


Mr.  MORTON.  It  seems  this  bill  is  to  be 
laid  aside  because  I  call  attention  to  it 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  simply  desire  to  go  on 
with  business  and  take  up  something  that  will 
not  lead  to  discussion,  if  we  begin  the  gen- 
eral bridge  discussion,  of  course  the  day  is 
gone.  ^  1  would  much  prefer  to  lay  this  bill 
aside  informally,  but  giving  notice  that  after 
the  bills  that  do  not  lead  to  debate  have  been 
acted  on  I* wili  then  come  back  to  it. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  think  the  Senator  has  no 
more  important  bill  than  this  to  present.  I 
simply  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
to  this  provision,  which  I  think  is  an  unjust 
one  to  this  company  and  to  every  other  that 
may  proceed  under  this  bill : 

No  higher  oharge  shall  be  made  for  the  transmis- 
sion over  the  same  of  the  mails,  the  troops,  nnd  the 
munitions  of  war  of  the  United  States  than  the  rate 
per  mile  paid  for  the  transportation  over  the  rail- 
roads or  public  highways  leading^  to  said  bridge. 

Here  is  a  bridge  that  may  cost  $2,000,000; 
that  may  cost  as  much  money  as  will  build  a 
railroad  lor  fifiy  miles;  and  yet  this  bill  con* 
tains  a  provision  that  the  company  shall  have 
no  more  for  the  transmission  of  the  mails  over 
it  than  the  same  rate  per  mile  over  an  ordinary 
railroad.  These  bridges  wili  be  built  by  inde- 
pendent companies  as  a  general  thing,  some- 
times by  railroad  companies  combining,  but  as 
olteu  by  persons  having  no  connection  with  the 
railroad  companies,  l  know  of  one  company 
now  organizing  in  that  way,  and  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  provision  would  be  unjust  to  any  bridge 
company. 

Another  provision  that  I  would  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  is  the  concluding 
part  of  the  same  section,  beginning  with  line 
thirteen : 

And  that  all  railway  oompanics  desiring  to  use 
the  said  bridges,  or  any  of  them,  shall  have  and  be 
entitled  to  equal  rights  and  privileges  in  the  passage 
of  the  same,  and  in  the  use  of  the  machinery  and 
ftztures  thereof 

I  think  that  would  be  a  provision  which 
would  incumber  the  building  of  these  bridges. 
Railroad  companies  can  refuse  to  go  in,  and 
throw  on  other  parties  the  onus  of  building  it, 
and  alter  it  is  done  come. in  and  claim  the 
benefits. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  As  it  is  evident  that 
this  bill  cannot  be  acted  upon,  and  it  seems  it 
cannot  be  laid  aside  informally,  I  move  that 
it  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  hope  that  wiU  not  be 
done. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  that  the  bill 
lie  on  the  table,  to  enable  us  to  go  on  with 
ott*er  bills. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CLEARANCES  THROUOH   FOREIGN   TERBITORT. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate next  proceed  to  the  oooaideiation  of  Sen- 
ate bill  No.  G59. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  bill 
will  be  considered  as  being  befoee  the  Senate 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole* 

The  bill  (S.  No.  660)  relative  to  the  enttj 
and  clearance  of  ferry-boats  and  of  bonded 
cars  passing  from  one  State  to  another  through 
foreign  contiguous  territory  was  coaaidered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  proposed  to 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting,  after  the  word 
'*  clear,"  in  line  fiv^,  the  words  ^*nor  shall  the 
mastera  or  persona  in  charge  of  suoh  vessels 
be  required  to  present  manifests;''  in  line 
seven,  to  change  ^^or"  to  **nor;"  and  in  the 
same  line,  after  the  words  ^^clearancafees,'* 
to  insert  '*nor  fees  for  receiving  or  certifying- 
manifests  )''  and  in  line  nine,  tdfter  the  word 
*'such,"  to  insert  **baggagei''  so  as  to  make 
the  bill  read: 


Be  it  enaeud,  ^fre..  That  vessels  used  sBielusively 
as  ferry-boats  carrying  passengers,  baggage,  goods, 
wares,  and  mercbandtae,  shall  not  be  required  to 
enter  and  clear,  nor  shall  the  masters  or  persons  in 
oharge  ef  snob  vessels  be  req aired  to  present  maai 
fests,  nor  to  pay  entranoo  or  clearanoe  fees*  aor  tees 
for  receiving  or  oertiiying  manifestd,  but  thi^  shall, 
upon  smval  in  the  united  Statee,  be  retmred  to 
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report  saoh  bacrfaffo.  fooda,  wares,  and  merohaBdise 
to  the  proper  officer  of  the  cuatoms  according  to  law. 
8kc.  2.  That  railroad  oars  or  other  vohicles  laden' 
with  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  sealed  by  aons- 
toms  officer,  under  the  provisions  of  section  six  of 
the  act  of  July  28. 1866.  nnd  the  resrulations  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  p>i<!sing  from  one  port  or 

{>laco  in  the  United  States  to  another  therein  through 
broign  contiguous  territory,  shall  be  exempt  from 
tho  piymcnt  of  any  fees  for  roooiyiog  or  certifying 
manifests  thereof. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  ihe  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

8DUPMKN  AT  LIFK-SAVINO  STATIONS. 

Mr.  CHANDLEK.  I  more  now  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  House 
bill  No.  501. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  501)  authorizing  the 
appropriation  for  the  employment  of  surfmen 
at  alternate  life-saving  stations  on  the  New 
Jersey  coast  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
80,  1872.  to  be  expended  in  employing  crews 
at  8uch  stations,  and  for  such  periods,  and 
at  such  compensation,  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  may  deem  reasonable,  not  to  exceed 
forty  dollars  per  month  for  each  person  em* 
ployed,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  proposed  to 

amend  the   bill  by  inserting  after  the  word 

^'doUara,'^    in  line  four,  the   words    **or  so 

much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,'*  and  by 

adding  to  the  bill  the  following  proviso: 

Provided^  That  no  additional  expense  shall  be 
incurred  for  tho  purpose  aforesaid  during  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year. 

So  as  to  make  the  bill  read : 

Bn  it  enacted^  <£rc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
lury  be  authorised  to  expend  tbe  sum  of  $10,060, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  appro- 

Sriated  by  un  act  making  appropriations  ror  sun- 
ry  civil  expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal 
year  endintc  June  SO,  1872,  and  for  other  purposes/' 
approved  March  3,4871,  for  tbe  "  pay  of  six  expe- 
rienced surlmen  to  man  eooh  of  tbe  boats  at  alter- 
nate life-saving  stations  on  the  New  Jersey  coast, 
from  December  15  to  March  15,"  in  employing  orews 
of  experienced  surfmen  at  such  stations,  and  for 
such  periods  as  be  may  deem  necessary  and  proper, 
and  at  such  compensation  as  ho  may  deem  reason- 
able, not  to  exceed  forty  dollars  per  month  for  each 
perttun  to  be  employed:  Provided^  That  no  addi- 
tional expense  s^all  be  incurred  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  during  the  present  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  hope  the  proviso  just 
read  will  not  be  added  to  the  bill,  it  is  per- 
fecily  manifest  that  the  person  who  introduced 
the  bill  and  the  committee  have  not  read  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  this 
subject.  The  report  has  been  printed,  and  I 
have  asked  that  a  thousand  additional  copies 
be  [irinted.  This  bill  evidently  relates  to  the 
appropriation  which  was  made  last  year  for 
those  life-saving  stations  at  alternate  posts — 
an  appropriation  made  on  my  own  motion. 
It  was  mcule  because  the  bill  providing  for  a 
sufficient  number  of  surfmen  to  be  employed 
at  each  station  failed  in  the  House.  The  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  appointed  Captain 
Faunce  to  examine  the  stations  on  the  coasts 
of  Long  Island  and  New  Jersey,  who  spent  a 
great  deal  of  time  and  made  a  most  valuable 
report.  According  to  that  report,  if  my  rec- 
ollection serves  me,  the  statistics  of  the  lives 
saved  and  the  property  saved  had  only  been 
kept  for  about  three  months,  and  those  were 
in  pretty  good  weather,  and  seventy  lives  were, 
saved  in  that  time. 

There  is  no  man  in  the  Senate  who  has  read 
that  report  that  will  vote  for  an  amendment 
which  provides  that  no  other  appropriation 
shall  be  made  for  that  purpose  aurmg  this 
vear.  I  introduced  a  resolution  whioh  is  now 
be  I  ore  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  asking 
him,  having  all  the  information  before  him, 
what  he  thought  was  a  proper  appropriation. 
Now,  without  an  answer  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  it  is  proposed  to  put  through 
tliis  House  bill  providing  for  but  $10,000, 
with  a  clause  that  no  other  appropriation  shall 
be  made  this  year. 

Mr.  Preaident,  no  Senator  should  vote  that 


he  will  make  no  other  appropriation  for  this 
purpose  this  year,  and  no  Senator  that  has  his 
eyes  open  will  so  vote.  I  ask  that  Senators 
and  that  the  committee  will  read  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  ask  that  they 
will  read  the  report  of  Captain  Faunce.  The 
number  of  copies  printed  was  very  small.  I 
have  had  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  applica- 
tions for  that  report  from  gentlemen  of  the 
press,  from  gentlemen  who  are  writing  for  mag- 
azines ;  the  whole  country  is  getting  excited 
on  this  subject;  and  for  the  Committee  on 
Commerce  to  come  here  and  ask  Senators  to 
put  this  bill  of  $10,000  through  for  this  service 
and  to  offer  as  a  bonus  for  doing  that  a  clause 
that  we  shall  appropriate  no  more  money  for 
this  fiscal  year,  is  a  matter  that  astonishes  me. 
I  say  this  in  kindness  and  I  hope  in  courtesy, 
but  I  cannot  avoid  saying  that  it  is  to  me 
a  matter  of  utter  astonishment  that  tbe  com- 
mittee should  ask  the  Senate  to  do  a  thine  of 
this  kind.  I  am  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill, 
although  it  provides  for  only  $10,000,  as  it  has 

fassed  the  House  of  Representatives,  because 
would  rather  take  that  than  run  the  risk  of 
getting  nothing. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  This  bill  does  not  ap- 
propriate one  dollar.  It  was  prepared  at  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  I  ask  the  Senate 
to  listen  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  made  by  him  when  he  sent  the  bill 
to  the  committee.  I  send  it  to  the  desk,  and 
ask  that  it  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

TbSASUBT  DCPARTICINT, 

Washington,  D.  C,  January  24, 1872. 

Sib:  In  repl^  to  your  communication  of  the  18th 
instant,  inclosing  act'*  11.  R.  No.  501,"  and  asking 
for  information  and  recommendation  or  suggestion, 
I  inclose  a  copy  of  letter  to  Uon.  J.  A.  Qabpibld, 
ohairman  of  Committee  on  Appropriations,  House 
of  Representatives,  which  explains  tho  origin  and 
design  of  the  bill.  Tbe  appropriation  as  it  now 
stands  limits  the  employment  of  surfmen  to  alter- 
nate stations  and  to  three  months  in  the  year,  and 
fixes  the  compensation  at  forty  dollars  per  month. 

To  show  tbe  effect  of  the  first  limitation  I  quote 
from  the  report  of  Captain  John  Faunce  of  the  rev- 
enue marine  service,  who  made  a  thorough  inspec- 
tion of  the  life-saving  stations  in  June  and  July 
hist: 

"  As  would  be  expected,  the  appointing  and  pay- 
ing of  crews  at  every  alternate  station  on  the  New 
Jersey  coast  during  the  lour  winter  months  has 
caused  great  dissatisfaction  at  the  stations  where  no 
compensation  is  provided.  In  some  cases  stations 
were  provided  with  paid  crews  where  not  needed  and 
of  no  use,  and  at  adjoining  ftations,  where  orews 
should  have  been  placed,  none  could  be  provided, 
as  the  act  of  Congress  specified  every  alternate  sta- 
tion and  left  no  dii^cretion  in  the  matter." 

It  is  desirable  that  tbe  limitations  as  to  time  of 
employment  should  be  removed,  for  two  reasons: 
first,  because  the  reports  of  the  superintendent 
show  that  disasters  are  of  frequent  oooarronoe  both 
prior  and  subsequent  to  the  period  embraced  in 
said  limitation;  and  secondly,  because  it  is  desir- 
able that  orews  should  at  all  seasons  be  within  the' 
control  of  superintendents  nnd  keepers  for  purposes 
of  drill  and  exercise  in  their  duties,  and  for  any  in- 
spection which  tbe  Department  may  see  fit  to  order. 
It  is  believed  that  the  snrfmen  now  employed  oan 
be  secured  for  tbe  year  round  at  but  Uttle.  if  any, 
additional  expense  to  the  Qorernment,  by  paying 
them  a  small  monthly  compensation  in  spring,  sum- 
mer, and  autumn,  and  redooing  their  present  com- 
pensation for  the  winter  months. 

It  will  be  observed  that  no  additional  appropri- 
ation is  made  in  the  bill  under  consideration,  but 
that  it  simply  authoriies  the  expenditure  of  an 
appropriation  already  made,  in  aooordanoewith  the 
provisions  of  an  act  subsequently  passed. 

Act  '*  U.  R.  601 "  is  herewith  returned. 

I  am,  yery  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL. 
SeorHary  of  the  Trwuury. 

Hon.  Z.  Chandlib,  Chairman  OommitUe  on  Obm- 
merc€.  United  State*  SenaU* 

Tbbasvbt  Dbfabtxknt, 
Washiroton,  D.  C  December  11, 1871. 

Sib:  If  the  accompanying  Joint  resolution  author- 
ising the  amount  appropriated  for  the  employ- 
ment of  surfmen  on  the  New  Jersey  coast  by  act 
of  March  3,  1871,  (see  6tatutes-at-Large,  volume 
sixteen,  page  496.)  to  be  expended  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  section  twenty-seven  of  the 
act  of  April  20, 1871.  (see  Statutes-at-Large.  first  ses- 
sion Forty-Second  Congress,  page  12,  Little  & 
Brown's  edition,)  could  oe  passed  before  the  15th 
instant,  it  would  greatly  facilitate  the  reorganisa- 
tion of  the  life-saving  service  now  in  progress. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

QEO.  S.  BOUTWELL,  Secretary, 

Hon.  J.  A.  GABPrsLD.  'Ohairman  qf  th,e  (hmmittee  on 
ApprcpriationBtHouee  of  JUprescntativee, 


Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  should  like  to  baTe 
the  bill  and  amendments  read  afain. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  ask  to  strike  out  the 
last  proviso  in  tho  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee providing  that  no  additional  appropria- 
tion be  made,  and  then  I  shall  be  willing  to 
vote  for  the  bill.  But  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senate  to  this  fact:  the  Secretary  says 
(and  it  is  in  the  report  which  I  have  before  me, 
as  well  as  in  that  letter,)  that  experience  proves 
that  providing  for  alternate  stations  eives  dis- 
satisfaction to  other  stations;  ana  Captiun 
Faunce  also  reports-^ 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  haye  no  objection  to 
the  Senator's  amendment. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  It  rery  freanentlj  has 
happeoed  that  vessels  come  on  shore  where 
there  is  no  crew  employed.  Therefore,  this  is 
not  a  good  plan  ;  they  ought  to  be  employed  at 
all  the  stations;  but  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  the  bill  without  the  proviso  and  run 
the  risk  of  getting  the  other  stations  provided 
for  before  tne  session  is  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator  from  New  Jersey  moves  to  amend  tbe 
amendment  of  the  committee  by  striking  oat 
the  last  proviso. 

The  amendment  to  tbe  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, a&d  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  It 
was  ordered  that  the  amendment  be  engrossed, 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DULUTH  AND  8T.  PAUL. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  1  now  move  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate 
bill  No.  827. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  827  j  to 
establish  the  collection  district  of  Dulmh,  and 
to  create  St.  Paul,  in  the  collection  district  of 
Minnesota,  a  port  of  delivery.  The  bill  pro- 
poses to  establish  a  new  collection  district,  to 
be  called  the  district  of  Duluih,  which  is  to 
embrace  all  the  territory,  harbors,  rivers,  and 
waters  bordering  on  Lake  Superior,  and  Ijing 
in  the  States  of  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  and 
a  collector. is  to  be  appointed,  to  reside  at  l>a- 
luth,  which  is  to  be  the  port  of  entry  for  ibo 
district.  The  collector  is  to  receive  the  same 
compensation  provided  for  the  collectors  of 
Pembina,  Chicago,  and  certain  other  pons,  by 
the  second  section  of  the  act  entitlcKi  *<An  act 
to  regulate  the  foreign  coasting  trade  on  tbe 
northern,  northeastern,  and  northwestern  fron- 
tiers of  the  United  States,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  June  17,  1864.  The  bill 
abo  proposes  to  create  and  establish  St.  Paul, 
in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  a  port  of  deliveiv 
in  the  collection  district  qf  Minnesota,  and 
provides  for  the  appointment  of  a  deputy  col- 
lector to  reside  thereat,  at  a  compensation  not 
to  exceed  the  sum  of  $1,500  per  annum. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendment  in  section  two,  lines 
five  and  six,  to  strike  out  the  words  *'five 
hundred,"  so  as  to  make  the  compensation  of 
the  deputy  collector  at  St  Paul  $1,000  instead 
of  $1,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  By  arrangement  be- 
tweeii  the  Senators,  I  move  to  further  ameod 
the  bill  in  section  one,  line  six,  by  striking 
out  the  words  "  States  of  Wisconsin  and,* 
and  to  insert  the  word  '*  State,"  so  as  to  coo- 
fine  it  to  the  State  of  Minnesota. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ST.  mart's  falls  canal. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    I  now  ask  the  Saasts 
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to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  660. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  560)  for  the  enlargement 
of  the  St.  Mary's  falls  canal,  in  the  Srate  of 
Michigan,  was  read  a  second  lime,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  purchase  for  the  United  States  of 
America,  from  the  Slate  of  Michigan,  or  from 
private  owners,  such  land  or  lands  lying  adja- 
cent to  the  St.  Mary's  falls  canal,  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  as  may  be  necessary,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  chief  officer  of  the  bureaa  of 
engineers,  United  States  Army,  on  dut^  in 
the  department  of  the  Lakes,  for  the  enlarge 
ment  of  the  canal  to  the  extent  required  for 
the  construction  of  new  and  enlarged  locks. 
It  oUo  authorizes  the  Governor  of  the  State 
of  Michigan  to  appoint  five  disinterested  free- 
holders, resident  citizens  of  the  State,  who  are 
to  appraise  the  value  of  such  land  or  lands  be- 
longing to  the  State  of  Michigan,  or  to  private 
individuals,  as  maybe  required  for  the  enlarge* 
ment  of  the  canal.  Such  appraisers  are  to  be 
duly  sworn,  and  are  to  meet  and  inspect  the 
required  lands,  consider  and  fix  the  value 
of  such  lands,  and  forthwith  make  a  return  of 
the  valuation  of  the  lands,  together  with  the 
boundaries  thereof,  and  the  several  names  of 
the  owners  of  such  described  lands,  stating  the 
value  of  each  parcel  of  land,  and  the  name  of 
each  owner  in  connection  therewith ;  and  such 
return  is  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  through  the  chief  oflicer  of  the  bureau 
of  engineers;  and  upon  the  payment  of  the 
appraised  value  of  the  lands  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  to  the  owners,  their  heirs,  executors, 
or  assigns,  the  title  of  the  lands  is  to  vest  in 
the  Goverument  of  the  United  States  for  the 
uses  and  purposes  of  the  canal. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engro.4sed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

WKST  PISH  AT  OSWEGO,  NC:W  YORK. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  move  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate 
hill  No.  604. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  604)  to 
allow  the  Lake  Ontario  Shore  Railroad  Com- 
pany to  lav  their  track  upon  the  west  pier  at 
Oswego,  New  York.  It  authorizes  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  allow  the  Lake  Ontario  Shore 
Kailroad  Company  to  lay  their  track  upon  the 
we-st  pier,  in  the  harbor  of  Oswego,  New 
York,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  he 
mny  think  the  public  interests  require  and 
make  proper,  reserving  to  the  United  States 
the  right  to  remove,  at  the  expense  of  the 
company,  the  track,  whenever  the  Secretary 
of  War  shall  direct,  without  any  claim  or  right 
of  damages  on  the  part  of  the  company  ;  but 
the  company,  from  the  time  6f  laying  its  track 
thereon,  is  to  maintain  the  pier  in  good  order 
and  repair,  at  its  own  expense,  and  without 
any  cost  to  the  Government,  so  long  as  it  shall 
continue  to  occupy  it. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  all  af):er 
the  enacting  clause  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following: 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  be»  and  he  is  hereby, 
authorised  to  sell  atpublto  sale,  to  the  hlgheet  re- 
gponflible  bidder,  so  maehoftbe  weet  pier  of  Oswego 
harlK>r.  New  York,  and  at  each  timee  as  be  m&y 
deem  compatible  with  thepublio  interests :  Provided, 
Tbat  «ntil  Mich  sale  is  effected  the  Secretary  of  War 
ia  autbonsed  to  lease  the  said  pier  to  the  Lake 
Ontario  Shore  Bailroad  Company,  or  other  parties, 
for  such  periodf.  not  exceedlnff  three  years,  and 
vpon  sacb  terms  and  conditions  as,  in  bis  jadgrment, 
the  poblie  intereets  may  require,  reserviott  to  the 
XJoited  States  the  right  to  annul  the  lease  whenever, 
in  the  opinion  of  toe  Secretary  of  War,  it  may  be 
demanded  by  the  exigencies  of  the  public  service. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
ihird  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed, 
and  its  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read,  "A 


bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  sell 
the  west  pier  at  Oswego  harbor,  New  York, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

OOODS  IN  BOND  IN  TEXAS. 

Mr.  CHANDLEit.  I  now  move  that  House 
bill  No.  1657  be  taken  up. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1657) 
to  amend  ihe  second  section  ofthe  act  of  August 
80,  1852,  in  relation  to  the  transportation  and 
exportation  of  imported  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  in  bond  through  certain  porU 
in  the  State  of  Texas.  It  proposes  to  amend 
the  second  section  of  the  act  of  August  30^ 
1852,  entitled  ^' An  act  authorizing  imported 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  entered  and 
bonded  for  warehousing  in  pursuance  of  law, 
to  be  exported  by  certain  routes  to  ports 
and  places  in  Mexico,"  so  that  imported  mer- 
chandise, duly  entered  and  bonded  at  a  port 
of  the  United  States,  and  withdrawn  from 
warehouse  in  accordance  with  existing  law, 
for  exportation  for  San  Fernando,  Paso  del 
Norte,  and  Chihuahua,  in  Mexico,  shall  pass 
through  Indianola,  the  port  of  entry  for  the 
district  of  Saluria,  in  the  State  of  Texas, 
under  such  regulations  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  prescribe,  and  not  through  the 
port  of  Lavaca,  in  that  diatrict,  as  required 
by  that  section. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  subsetiuently  said:  I 
move  that  the  Senate  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  House  bill  No.  1657  was  passed  a  few 
moments  ago,  in  order  to  allow  my  friend 
from  I'exas  ^Mr.  Hamilton]  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  it. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  the  vote  ordering  the  bill  to  a 
third  reading  will  also  be  regarded  as  recon- 
sidered, and  the  bill  is  now  open  to  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.      I  move  to 

amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  in  the  fourteenth 

line  the  words  *^and  not,"  and  inserting  in 

lieu  thereof  the  words  **a8  well  as;  "  so  that 

the  clause  will  read : 

Under  such  reiralations  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  provide,  as  well  as  through  the  port 
of  Lavaca,  in  said  district,  as  required  by  said 
section. 

I  have  received  communications  from  lead- 
ing men  of  both  places  on  this  subject.  Lavaca 
was  once  the  port  of  entry  for  that  district.  It 
was  a  considerable  town  with  quite  a  commerce 
for  that  country.  Subsequently  a  place  has 
been  established  lower  down  on  the  bay,  where 
there  is  deeper  water,  and  which  has  railroad 
conimunicaiion  with  the  .interior,  and  it  is 
doing  a  large  portion  of  the  business.  Still 
there  are  tine  warehouses  in  Lavaca  and  a 
great  deal  of  business  done  there.  The  people 
in  either  place  do  not  want  absolutely  to 
prostrate  the  other.  They  want  both  places 
Kept  up.  I  imagine  it  will  make  no  difference 
whatever  to  the  Government,  and  inasmuch 
as  the  people  want  the  warehouses  in  Lavaca 
kept  up  by  the  Government  as  well  as  those  at 
Indianola,  I  propose  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  amendment,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engroased 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

KILLING  OF  WALRUS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  move  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate 
bill  No.  736. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  735)  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled ^*  An  act  to  extend  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  relating  to  customs,  commerce,  and 
navigation,  over  the  territory  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  Russia,  to  establish  a  collec- 
tion district  therein,  and  for  other  purposes,'' 


I>a88ed  July  27,  1868,  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  The  bill  proposes  to  make  it  unlaw- 
ful to  kill  any  female  walrus,  or  any  walrus 
less  than  one  year  old,  during  either  of  the 
months  of  July,  August,  or  September,  in 
each  year,  n  any  waters  adjacent  to  the  ter- 
ritory of  Alaska,  or  in  any  waters  adjacent  to 
or  between  any  islands  in  the  Arctic  or  North 
Pacific  ocean  subject  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States ;  but  the  natives  of  sach 
territory  ot  islands  are  to  have  the  privilege 
of  killing  such  walrus  as  may  be  necessary  to 
supply  themselves  with  food  during  any  month 
of  the  year,  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  prescribe. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BRIDOKS  ACU0S8  THK  OHIO  UTJtR. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  move  to  toke  ap 
Senate  bill  No.  639. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  ofthe  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No. 
689)  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
bridge  across  the  Ohio  river  at  and  near 
Evansville.  in  the  State  of  Indiana. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  that  this  bill  has  been  read  at 
length,  and  there  is  an  amendment  reported 
by  the  committee,  and  an  amendment  to  that 
amendment  pending  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Morton.] 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  withdraw  that  amendment 
for  the  time.  I  am  willing  that  the  bill  shall 
pass  without  it. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  What  is  the  amendment 
withdrawn,  the  one  in  reference  to  low  water? 

Mr.  MORTON.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  PRAIT.  Does  my  colleague  under- 
stand that  this  is  the  bill  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  at  Evansville? 

Mr.  MORTON.  Yes,  sir;  and  I  withdraw 
the  proposed  amendment,  and  am  willing  to 
let  the  Dill  pass.  I  will  take  the  chance  of 
having  it  corrected  afterward. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  is  withdrawn,  and  the 
question  now  is  on  the  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  wish  tooffer  an  amend- 
ment to  that  amendment.  I  understand  that 
this  bill  contains  the  same  amendment  with  the 
other  bill  that  we  had  up  a  short  time  since. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  They  are  fac  simUeB; 
the  two  bills  are  alike. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  committee  by  in- 
serting after  the  words  **Ohio  river,"  in  the 
second  line  of  the  third  section,  the  words 
'*  below  the  month  ofthe  Big  Sandy  river.'* 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  If  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  says  that  this  bill  contains  precisely 
the  same  provisions  as  the  bill  which  was  read 
a  few  moments  since,  I  shall  not  require  it  to 
be  read  over  again.  This  subject  or  bridging 
the  Ohio  river  is  one  of  great  importance ;  but 
if  the  bill  contains  the  same  provision  precisely 
as  the  bill  we  had  up  a  few  moments  ago  I  shall 
not  object  to  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  Senator's  amendment!     Let  it  be  adopted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  amend- 
ment has  been  agreed  to.  The  (question  now  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Now  I  ask  the  anani- 
mous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  consider  the  bill 
as  taken  from  the  table  which  I  moved  to  lay 
on  the  table  a  short  time  since.  It  is  Senate 
bill  No.  662. 
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The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection  the  bill  (S.  No.  662)  authorizing' 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  bridge  across  the 
Ohio  river  at  Mount  Vernon,  in  the  State  of 
Indiana,  will  be  regarded  as  before  the  Senate 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  ques- 
tion Is  on  the  amendment,  reported  bj  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  lor  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CONSULAR  ST8TBH. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  ask  the  Senate  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No. 
472. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  472)  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  ^*  An  act  to  regulate  the 
diplomatic  and  consular  systems  of  the  United 
States,''  passed  August  18,  1856,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  have  made  several  amend- 
ments to  this  bill,  and  if  there  be  no  objection 
the  amendments  of  the  committee  will  be  con- 
sidered  as  they  are  reached  in  the  reading  of 
the  bill. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  bill. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  committee-was 
in  section  one,  line  ten,  to  make  ihe  salary  of 
the  consul  general  at  London  $7,000  instead  of 
$6,000,  as  fixed  in  the  bill.  ' 

The 'amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  one, 
line  fifteen,  in  the  consulates  general  for  Brit- 
ish North  America,  to  strike  out  '*  Ottawa, 
$2,600." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  2,  line 
Qeventeen,  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  consul  gen- 
eral at  Paris  at  $7,000  instead  of  $6,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  2,  in  the 
list  of  consulates  general,  to  strike  out  lines 
thirty- four,  thirty- five,  and  thirty-six,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Danish  Dominions: 
Gopenbagen,  $2,000 ;  St.  Thomas,  $2,000. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Before  the  question  is  put 
on  any  more  of  the  amendments  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  want  to  hear  the  rest  of  the  bill  read 
through. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  To  save  time  in  the  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  I  think  it  can  be  explained  in 
a  very  few  words.  It  will  be  understood  that 
these  amendments  are  all  recommended  by 
the  State  Department.  • 

Mr.  MORTON.  What  change  does  this 
amendment  make  in  Sl  Thomas? 

Mr.  SPENCER.     It  makes  no  change  in 
St  Thomas  whatever.     I  introduced  this  bill 
and  in  introducing  it  I  was  unable  to  devote  to 
it  that  care  and  time  and  attention  that  I  should 
have  done,  and  by  mistake  St.  Thomas  was 

Eut  in  as  a  consulate  general.  The  State 
department  recommended  that  it  be  stricken 
out  as  a  consulate  general  and  made  simply  a 
consulate,  and  so  it  is  put  in  again  on  another 
page  of  the  bill.  These  amendments  which 
are  now  made  are  in  reality  not  changes.  They 
are  simply  taking  certain  places  from  the 
schedule  of  consulates  general  and  placing 
them  in  the  schedule  of  consulates. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  desires  it,  the  reading  of 
the  biil  will  be  proceeded  with.  * 

The  Chief  Clerk  resumed  and  concluded  the 
..ceding  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  desire  to 
<Mii(  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce to  allow  this  bill  to  be  laid  aside  inform- 
ally until  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire, 
[Mr.  Patterson,]  who  has  given  the  subject 
considerable  aiieniion,  and  who  is  unavoidably 
absent,  shall  be  present. 


Mr.  CHANDLER.  Very  well;  let  it  be 
laid  aside  informally. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  the  bill  will  be  laid  aside. 

DISCOVBREKS  OF  GUANO. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Now  i  ask  the  Senate 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
No.  166. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  166) 
to  amend  an  actentitled  **  An  act  to  authorize 
protection  to  be  given  to  citizens  of  the  United 
States  who  may  discover  deposits  of  guano," 
approved  August  18,  1856.  The  bill  proposes 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress 
approved  August  18,  1856,  entitled  ^*  An  act 
to  authorize  protection  to  be  given  to  citizens 
of  the  United  States  who  may  discover  depos- 
its of  guano,"  to  the  widow,  heirs,  executors, 
or  administrators  of  such  discoverer,  where 
Buoh  discoverer  shall  have  died  before  per- 
fecting proof  of  discovery  or  fully  complying 
wiih  the  provisions  of  that  act  after  complying 
with  the  requirements  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  August  18,  1865  ;  but  nothing  herein  con- 
tained is.  to  be  held  to  impair  any  rights  of 
discovery  or  any  assignment  by  a  discoverer 
heretofore  recognized  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States.  The  second  section  of  the 
bill  proposes  to  amend  section  three  of  an  act 
approved  July  28,  1866,  entitled  **  An  act  to 
protect  the  revenue,  and  for  other  purposes," 
amendatory  of  the  act  approved  Ausust  18, 
1856,  by  striking  out  the  word  ^*five"  where 
ever  the  same  occurs,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  **ien." 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
amendment  proposed  to  be  made  to  the  second 
section  of  that  bill,  for  I  do  not  know  what  it 
is ;  but  it  is  a  horrible  way  to  legislate.  Here 
is  a  bill  proposing  to  strike  a  word  out  of  the 
third  section  of  a  certain  biil  named  by  its  title 
and  insert  a  certain  other  word.  How  is  any- 
body to  know  what  the  law  is?  I  think  that 
the  section  to  be  amended  should  be  repeated 
in  the  new  law. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  This  bill  is  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  open  to  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  call  the  attention  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  the  fact.  I 
do  not  know  what  the  law  is,  and  I  shall  not 
move  an  amendment ;  but  here  is  a  bill  that 
proposes  to  modify  a  certain  section  of  a  pre- 
vious law  by  striking  out  a  certain  word  and 
putting  in  another  word  wherever  it  occurs, 
if  we  want  the  people  to  understand  the  laws 
by  which  they  are  to  be  governed,  how  can 
they  understand  such  a  law  as  that?  I  sug- 
gest that  the  section  which  is  proposed  to  be 
amended  should  be  repeated  in  the  new  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  propose  an  amend- 
ment? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Let  the  bill  be  laid  aside 
informally  for  the  present. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  biU  will 
be  laid  aside. 

8TBAMSHIP  8SRTICI  IN  THB  GDLV  Of  MEXICO. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  ask  the  Senate  to 
take  up  for  consideration  Senate  bill  No.  57. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (8.  No.  57) 
authorizing  mail  steamship  service  in  the  Gulf 
of  Mexico  between  the  port  of  New  Orleans, 
Louisiana,  and  certain  ports  of  the  repablio  of 
Mexico.  The  bill  proposes  to  direct  the  Post* 
master  General  to  advertise  for  proposals  and 
authorizes  him  to  contract  with  such  American 
citizens  as  mav  olfer  to  perform  the  service  on 
terms  most  advantageous  and  least  expensive 
to  the  Government  for  the  conveyance  of  the 
mails  from  and  to  the  United  States,  and  to 
and  from  the  republic  of  Mexico,  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner,  to  wit:  the  service  shall  be 
a  senii- monthly  service,  and  in  accordance 
with  a  schedule  of  departures  and  arrivals, 


to  be  fixed  by  the  Postmaster  General;  one 
steamer  shall  leave  the  port  of  New  OrleaDs 
each  month,  touching  at  the  ports  of  Galves- 
ton, (Texas,)  Tampico,  Vera  Cruz,  Coaiza- 
coalco.  Tabasco,  Laguna,  Campeche,  Sisal, 
and  thence  via  Havana  to  New  Orleaos;  one 
other  steamer  shall  leave  the  port  of  New 
Orleans  each  month,  touching  at  Havana, 
Sisal,  Campeche,  Laguna,  Tabasco,  Coatza- 
coalco.  Vera  Cruz,  Tampico,  and  thence,  by 
way  of  Galveston,  Texas,  to  New  Orleaos. 

For  the  performance  of  this  service  the  con- 
tractors are  to  construct,  within  eighteen  cal- 
endar months  from  the  date  of  the  contract, 
and  place  on  the  line,  in  condition  for  actual 
service,  not  less  than  three  first- class  sea-going 
iron  steamships,  which  steamships  shali  have 
been  wholly  constructed  in  the  United  States, 
and  after  approved  models,  and  all  modem 
improvements  adapted  to  sea  going  steamships 
of  ihe  first  class,  of  not  less  than  fifteen  han- 
dred  tons  burden,  and  are  to  be  subject  to  the 
approval  and  acceptance  or  rejection  by  the 
Postmaster  General  after  an  inspection  aod 
survey  by  a  naval  constructor,  to  be  detailed 
for  that  purpose  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
upon  the  request  of  the  Posimaster  General, 
whose  report  is  to  be  made  to  the  Postmaster 
General ;  but  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  to  have  the  right  to  take  the  steam- 
ships for  its  own  use  in  time  of  war  or  threat- 
ened danger,  either  by  direct  purchase  or  pay- 
ing a  sum  of  money  equivalent  to  a  fkir  interest 
on  the  ascertained  value,  and  for  wear  and 
tear  the  ships  may  sustain  while  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Government;  the  compensation  ia 
either  case  to  be  determined  by  three  swora 
appraisers,  one  to  be  selected  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  one  to  be  selected  by  the  con- 
tractors, and  a  third  to  be  selected  by  the  two 
former,  the  price  so  paid  in  no  case  to  exceed 
the  original  cost  of  the  vessel. 

The  Postmaster  General  and  the  other 
named  parties  to  the  contract  are  anthorized 
to  make  such  changes,  addiog  to  or  leaving 
out  such  Mexican  ports  as  the  interest  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  and  the  general  inter- 
course of  the  two  countries  may  require ;  hat 
the  Postmaster  General  is  authorized  to  pay 
to  the  contractors  a  reasonable  compensation 
for  the  first  eighteen  calendar  months  for  any 
suitable  vessel  or  vessels  as  may  be  placed  as 
pioneers  on  the  route  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  contract  service  provided  for. 

This  contract  ia  to  be  for  a  period  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  years,  and  is  not  to  involve  upon 
the  part  of  the  Governoaent  of  the  United 
States  an  expenditure  exceeding  $150,000  per 
annum. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Will  an  objection  carry  that 
bill  over? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pomb- 
ROT.)  The  bill  is  before  the  Senate  by  s 
unanimous  agreement  that  bills  from  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Commerce  should  be  considered 
to-day.  The  bill  is  regularly  before  the  Sen- 
ate, and  is  not  being  proceeded  with  by  anao' 
imous  consent. 

Mr.  BLAIR. .  It  is  a  very  important  bill, 
and  I  should  dislike  to  see  a  bill  of  that  kind 
oassed  now 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  ia  open 
to  amendment  or  discussion. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  move  that  the  bill  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    I  would  ask 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thcmotioa 
is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  hope  the  bOl  will  not 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  If  the  Senator  from  Michig&n 
wishes  to  disouss  the  bill,  I  will  withdraw  the 
motion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  No ;  I  was  only  going  to 
ask  that  it  go  over  and  not  be  laid  ou  the  table. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  tal>le. 

Mr.  STEVENSON,  Let  m  have  the  yeaa 
aod  nays. 
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Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  uuderstand  that  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  is  willing  to  let  the 
bill  lie  over. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  Let  it  be  passed  over 
informally. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     Very  well. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  that  the  bill  lie 
over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  no  objec- 
tion be  interposed  the  bill  will  be  laid  aside 
informally.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection^  and 
that  coarse  will  be  pursued. 

OEKAT  RIOOLBT  BRlDaS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  move  to  takenp 
Senate  bill  No.  251. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  251)  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled ^*  An  act  to  establish  and  declare  the  rail- 
road and  bridges  of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile, 
and  Chattanooga  Railroad  Company,  as  here- 
after constructed,  a  post  road,  and  for  other 
purposea,"  approved  March  2)  1868,  was  con- 
sidered, as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
proposes  to  amend  the  act  to  establish  and 
declare  the  railroad  and  bridges  of  the  New 
Of  leans.  Mobile,  and  Chattanooga  Railroad 
Company,  as  hereafter  constructed,  a  post 
road,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  March 
2,  18i68,  so  as  to  require  the  New.  Orleans, 
Mobile,  and  Chattanooga  Railroad  Company 
to  constrnctand  maintain  a  draw-bridge,  which 
when  open  shall  give  a  clear  space  for  the 
passage  of  vessels  of  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  in  the  channel  of  the  Great 
Uigolet;  the  draw-bridge  to  be  located  in  mid- 
channel,  with  draw  and  piers  in  the  direction 
of  the  ourrents;  and  the  company  is  at  all 
times  to  open  the  draw- bridge,  and  provide  all 
necessary  and  convenient  facilities  for  the  safe 
and  apeedy  passive  of  all  vessels  requiring 
the  same. 

M  r.  VV  EST.  I  ho^e  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan will  aUow  that  bill  to  be  passed  over  in- 
formally. There  are  certain  considerations 
which  we  desire  to  present  in  connectiooi 
with  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Very  well. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The.  biU 
will  be  Ia}d  aside  informally  if  there  be  no 
objection. 

ST.  GLAIR  FLATS  CANAL. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  now  to  take  q]> 
Senate  bill  No.  845. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  845)  for  deepening  St.  Clair 
Fiats  canal  to  sixteen  feet,  was  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to 
appropriate  $70,000,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  for 
deepening  the  St.  Clair  Flats  canal,  so  as  to 
give  a  depth  of  not  less  than  sixteen  feet  at  all 
stages  of  water  in  the  season  of  navigation. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  proposed  to 
SMBMid  the  bill  by  adding—- 

That  a  balsDed,  amountinff  to  tl8.909  99,  left  of 
former  aHotment  from  tho  geawal  appropriation 
for  repair,  preservation,  extension^  and  ooippletioa 
of  river  and  harbor  works,  may,  if  found  necessary, 
ba  expended  in  the  repair*  preservation,  and  oom- 
pletioa  of  said  oanal. 

The  amendment  was  i^reed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed ;  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PITTSSUiUI  A  POET  OF  HHTRT. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  move  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  House 
bill  No.  1049. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1049)  toestablish  a  port 
of  entry  and  delivery  at  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
PeiMisylvania«  waac#nsidered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Wholes  It  provides  that  a.port  of  entiy- 
aod  delivery  be  establiebed  at  the  city  of  Pitt%" 
bnrg,  Pennsylvania,  which  sball  be  entitled  to 
tlie  same  provisions  and  subieot  totbesame 
regulations  and  restrictions  as  other  porteof 
entry  and  deliveiyin  the  United  States. 

Xlie  bUl  171^  ■c)JI?ojt^  to  tl^e.Sen«^  wi^^ot 


amendjx^ent,  ordered  to  a  third  reiMliog,  r«ad 

the  third  time,  and  passed-. 

GOODS  IMPOKTBB  TBROUOH  NSW  ORLBAHS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  ask  the  Senate 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  169. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  169)  to 
amend  an  act  passed  March  2,  1881,  entitled 
*^  An  act  allowing  the  duties  on  foreign  mer- 
chandise imported  into  Wheeling,  Vicksburg, 
Cincinnati,  Louisville,  St.  Lonis,  Nashville, 
and  Natchez,  to  be  secured  and  paid  at  those 
places."  It  proposes  to  am  en  a  the  second 
and  third  sections  of  the  act  of  March  2, 1881, 
so  as  to  read : 

Src.  2.  That  any  importer  residing  at  any  port  of 
entry  or  deliTery,  importing  foreign  merobaodise 
by  way  of  New  Orleansi.  or  tbe  agent  of  snob  im- 

Sorter,  is  hereby  authorised  to  enter  any  merobau- 
ise  imported,  as  aforesaid,  by  the  way  of  New  Or- 
leans, at  that  port,  in  the  manner  now  prencribod  by 
law.  aad  the oollector  shall  grant  a  permit  for  the 
landing  thereof,  and  cause  tbe  duties  to  be  aacer- 
tained  as  in  other  cases,  the  said  goods  remaining  in 
the  custody  of  the  collector  until  reshipped  for  the 
place  of  destination;  and  tbe  collector  shall  certify 
to  the  surveyor  at  such  place  the  amount  of  such 
duties,  which  the  said  surveyor  shall  enter  on  the 
margin  of  the  bond,  as  aforesaid,  given  to  eeoure  the 
same,  which  goods  shall  be  delivered  by  the  collector 
to  the  agent  of  the  importer  or  consisnee,  duly  au- 
thorised to  receive  the  tame,  fur  shipment  to  the 
plaee  of  importation:  and  the  master,  oommaader. 
owner,  or  agent  of  ever^  steamboat  or  other  vessel 
in  which  such  merchandise  shall  be  t'-ansported  shall 
previonsly  to  her  departure  from  New  Orleans,  or 
within  eighteen  hours  thereafter,  deliver,  or  cause 
to  be  delivered  to  the  collector,  duplicate  manifests, 
of  such  merchandise,  specifying  the  marks  and 
numbers  of  every  case,  bag,  boX)  oheet,  or  pookage 
containing  the  same,  with  the  name  and  place  of 
residence  of  every  importer  or  consignee  of  such 
merchandise,  and  the-  quantities  shipped  to  each,  to 
be  by  such  master,  commaoder|  owner,  or  agent  sub- 
scribed, and  to  tbe  truth  of  which  such  master,  com- 
mander, owner,  or  agent  shall  swear  or  affirm,  and 
that  the  said  good3  have  been  reoeived  on  board  his 
vessel,  stating  the  name  of  tbe  agent  who  shipped 
the  same:  and  the  said  collector  shall  certify  the 
facts  as  aforesaid  on  the  manifests,  one  of  which  be 
shall  return  to  ^uch.  iQ^stei^  commander,  owner, 
consignee,  or  agent. 

Sec.  3.  That  if  any  master,  eommander,  owner, 
agent,  or  consignee  of  any  steamboat,  or  other  ves- 
sel, having  on  board  merchandise,  as  aforesaid,  ihall 
fail  or  neglect  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
second  section  of  this  act.  as  amended,  the  master 
or  eommander  of  any  each  boat  or  vessel,  arriving 
at  any  of  tbe  porta  above  named  on  board  of  which 
is  merchandise,  shall  forfeit  $500;  and  the  master  of 
such  boot  or  vesscj,  arriving  at  either  of  the  ports 
above  named,  on  board  pf  which  merchandise,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  have  been  shipped' at  New  Orleans, 
shall,  within  eighteen,  hours  next  after  the  arrival, 
and  previously  to  unloading  any  part  of  such  mer- 
chandise, deliver  to  thesurveyor  of  such,  port  the 
manifests  of  tbe  same,  certified,  as  aforesaid,  by  the 
collector  of  New  Orleans;  and  shall  make  oath  or 
affirmation  before  the  said  surveyor  that  there  was 
not,  when  he  departed  from  New  Orleans,  any  more 
or  other  goods  on  board  iuoh  boat  or  vessel,  im- 
ported as  aforesaid,  than  is  therein  mentioned; 
whereupon  the  surveyor  shall  cause  the  said  casks, 
bags,  boxes,  chests  or  packages  to  be  inspected  and 
compared  with  her  m&nifeats,  and  the  s^me  being 
identified,  be  shall  grant  a  permit  for  unloading  the 
some,  or  such  part  thereof  as  the  mastM'  sball  re- 
<liie8t:  and  when  a  part  of  any.  sneh  merchandise  is 
intended  to  bo  landed,  the  surveyor  sball  moke  an 
indorsement  on  the  back  of  the  manifests,  designat- 
ing snob  part,  speoifying  tho  artioles  to  ba  landed, 
and  shall  return  tbe  manifests  to  the  master,  indors- 
ing thereon  his  permission  to  such  boat  or  vessel  to 
proceed  to  tbe  plaee  of  its  destinaUoa;  and  if  the 
master  of  snoh.  steamboat  or  vessel,shaU  neglect  or 
refuse  to  deliver  the  manifests  within  the  time 
herein  directed,  he  shall  forfeit  $lQOu 

The  bill  waa.r«porled  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered,  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  tim0,  and  pass^. 

PROTECTION  OF  WORKS  Q¥  IM PBDVK^BNT. 

Mr.  CHANDLBB.  I  now  move  that  the 
Sanata  proceed  tp  tjii»  ccHtwderaUQo  of  Senate 
bill  No.  %1% 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  612)  to 
facilitate  the  execution  of  and  to  protect  cer- 
tain public  morkfi  of  in^provement,  it  pro- 
poses to  anthorize  tbe  Secretary  of  War  to 
assume  full  control  over  the  navigation  of 
chavnels  in  course  of  excavation  across  bars 
at  the  mouths  of  rivers  or  entrance  tp  harbors, 
.whenever  and^  wherever  in  his  opinion  sQph 


acUon  becomes  necessary  to  facilitate  and  pro- 
tect the  work  of  the  Government,  and  that 
such  regulations  resarding  the  passage  of  ves- 
sels through  such  cnannels  as  he  may  establish 
shall  have  biudiog  effect  on  all  pilots,  ship- 
masters,, tug- boat  captains,  and  other  persons 
seeking  tbe  use  of  such  channels.  For  all 
violations  of  such  regulations  the  Secretary  of 
War  may  assess  a  hne  of  not  less  than  fifty 
dollars  nor  more  than  $500,  the  same  to  be 
recoverable  in  the  United  States  circuit  court 
for  the  district  in  which  the  channel  may  be 
located,  and  may  further  deny  the  person  or 
persons  ofiFending  the  privilege  of  conducting 
their  business  through  such  channel  for  such 
period,  not  to  exceed  one  year,  as  may  in  his 
opinion  appear  equitable  and  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  the  Government  and  of  commerce. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BBIDOR  OVBR  TBI  QRHAT  RIGOLKT. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
take  up  for  consideration  Senate  bill  No.  251. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
reeumed  tbe  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No. 
251)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  and  declare  the  railroad  and  bridges 
of  tbe  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad  Company,  as  hereafter  constructed, 
a  post  road,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
March  2.  1868. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  this  bill  has  been  np  before 
to-day  and  read  at  length. 

Mr.  BLAIR.    Let  it  be  read  again. 

The  bill  was  read. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BRIO  DBLPHINS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  report  back  Sen- 
ate bill  No.  887  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, with  an  amendment,  and  ask  to  have 
it  considered  at  this  time. 

By  unai>imoas  consent,  the  bill  (S.  Nov887) 
to  anthorisia'  the  issue  of  an  American  register 
to  the  brig  Delphine  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  provides  for 
issuing,  under  tbe  direction  of  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  a  register  for  the  brig  Del- 
phine, formerly  a  French  vessel*  but  now 
owned  by  Messrs.  B.  S.  Bhett  <k  Son,  of 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  which  vessel, 
having  been,  bronght  into  the  harbor  of 
Charleston  in  a  damaged  condition,  was 
ordered  by  the  French  consul  at  that  port  to 
be  sold  at  pablic  auction,  and  wias  parchased 
by  B.  S.  Rbett  &  Son,  who  have  caused  the 
veasel:tQ  be  repaired;  but  it  shall  be  proved 
to  tha  salisfiustion  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Xreasury  that  the  cost  of  the  repairs  made  in 
the  United.  Statesi  after  the  purchase  of  the 
vessel  by  the  preeent  owners,  equals  three 
fourths  of  the  entire  cost  of  the  vessel  to  B. 
S.  Rbett  ^  Son,  inclnsive  of  amount  paid 
for  the  vessel  at  auction  sale  aad  the  repairs 
placed  thereon. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce wastostcike  out  lines  fourteen,  fifteen, 
and  aixtean  in  the  words  '^  three  fourths  of  the 
entire  cost  of  said  vessel  to  said  B.  S*  Rhett  & 
Son,  inolneive  of  amount  paid  for  the  vessel  at 
auction  sade^  and  the  repairs  placed:  thereon,'' 
and  in  lien  thereof  to  iaaert  *' three  times  the 
amount  paid  by  said  B.  S.  Rhett  &  Son  at  said 
auction.^' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to« 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  am  end- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  readingt  read  tha  third  time,  and  passed, 

ASIATIO  OOITMBROIAL  COMPANY. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    I  move  now  to  take  up 
Senate  bill  No.  70. 
the  bill  (S.  No.  70)  to  facilitate  commerce 
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between  the  United  States  and  China,  Japan, 
and  the  countries  of  Asia,  was  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  This  seems 
to  be  a  very  extraordinary  bill,  and  I  think  it 
will  bear  a  considerable  amount  of  explana- 
tion ;  and  I  hope  some  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  is  prepared  to  give  it. 
Certainly,  I  do  not  think  it  is  likely  to  pass 
in  a  hurry  if  Senators  understand  what  it 
is.  I  only  canght  a  very  fuint  idea  from  the 
reading  of  it,  and  I  suggest  the  propriety  of 
it  lying  over  and  having  some  day  specially 
appointed  when  we  can  consider  it.  It  is  a 
bill  of  sufficient  magnitude,  I  think,  to  require 
a  day  bv  itself 

Mr.  MORTON.     What  is  the  bill? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  title  of 
the  bill  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  A  bill  (S.  No.  76)  to 
facilitate  commerce  between  the  United  States 
and  China,  Japan,  and  the  conntries  of  Asia. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  As  this  bill  will  evi- 
dently lead  to  discussion,  I  ask  that  it  lie  over 
for  the  present 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  No  objec- 
tion being  made,  the  bill  will  lie  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

COiVSDLAR  STSTXM. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  to  resume  the 
consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  472. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to^  and  the  bill  (S. 
No.  472)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  to 
regulate  the  diplomatic  and  consular  systems 
of  the  United  States, *'  passed  August  18. 1851, 
and  for  other  purposes,  was  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the^  Whole. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  by  which  any  amendments  to  this  bill 
have  been  already  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  that  some  amendments  have  been 
agreed  to;  bat- if  such  is  the  aenr.t-  .^fthe  Sen- 
ate,  they  will  be  reconsidered.  No  objection 
being  interposed,  the  amendments  of  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Commerce  will  be  now  considered 
in  their  order,  beginning  with  the  first  amend- 
ment* 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  first  amendment 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  which  was 
in  line  ten,  to  strike  out  "six'*  and  insert 
'^  seven ;"  so  as  to  make  the  salary  of  the  con- 
sul at  London  $7,000  per  annum. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  inqaire  of 
Home  member  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce what  the  present  salary  of  the  consul 
at  London  is? 

Mr.  SPENCER.  The  present  salary  is 
$6,000. 

Mr.  COLE.  This  is  a  proposition  to  in- 
crease it  to  $7,000,  and  I  observe  on  looking 
through  the  bill  that  a  similar  proposition 
applies  to  a  number  of  the  other  consuls,  and 
perhaps  also  to  other  officers,  such  as  commer- 
cial agents.  I  will  state  here  that  this  law  will 
involve  the  necessitjr  of  a  readjustment  of  all 
the  appropriations  m  regard  to  the  foreign 
service.  The  consular  and  diplomatic  appro- 
priation bill  has  been  acted  upon  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations.  The  bill,  to  be 
sure,  has  not  been  acted  upon  by  the  Senate ; 
bnt  it  is  very  evident,  as  I  observe  from  this 
bill  that  it  is  to  take  effect  on  the  Ist  of  July 
next,  that  it  will  be  necessary  to  readjust  all 
the  appropriations  for  this  branch  of  the 
service 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  changes  in  this 
bill  are  very  slight  indeed. 

Mr.  COLE.  They  may  be;  bnt  I  see  a 
great  many  changes  bearing  on  that  point — 
changes  of  salary* 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  In  some  places  reduc- 
tions j  in  others  a  slight  increase*  The  aggre- 
gate increase  is  very  slight. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  would  like  to  add  here  that 
T  approve  of  the  general  object  of  the  bill  in 
making  the  salaries  more  specific. 


Mr.  CHANDLER.  There  are  some  places 
like  Marseilles  where  the  system  has  been 
changed  by  the  establishment  of  steamship 
lines.  We  have  razeed  the  consul  at  Mar- 
seilles from  five  or  six  thousand  to  $2,500,  so 
that  in  the  aggregate  the  change  is  very  slight. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  no  doubt  about  the 
real  necessity  for  the  passage  of  some  bill  of 
the  kind,  and  I  only  call  attention  to  the  fact 
of  the  increase  of  salaries  with  the  view  of 
getting  an  explanation  from  the  committee. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  If  this  bill  becomes  a  law 
as  it  is  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce the  expense  of  the  consular  system  will 
be  $15,000  more  than  it  is  at  the  present  time. 
In  reference  to  the  London  consulate,  the 
State  Department  recommend  that  the  salary 
be  put  at  $7,000,  saying :  '^  the  correspondence 
and  business  of  this  consul  general  is  very 
large  and  his  responsibility  great:  a  salary 
of  $7,000,  with  $2,000  for  clerk  hire,  is  rec- 
ommended.*' This  is  the  recommendation  of 
the  State  Department. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  fifleen  of 
section  one,  to  strike  out  from  the  list  of  con- 
sulates general  ^'Ottawa,  $2,600.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amen<iment  was  in  line  seventeen 
of  section  one,  to  strike  out  "  six,"  and  insert 
<*  seven,''  making  the  salary  of  the  consul 
general  at  Paris  $7,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  lines 

thirty-four,  thirty-five,  and  thirty  six  of  section 

one,  as  follows:   . 

Danish  dominions : 
Coponhagen,  $2,000;  SL  Thomas.  12,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  afler  line 

thirty-six,  the  following: 

Italy: 
Rome,  $2,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out,  com- 
mencing in  line  thirty-nine  down  to  and  includ- 
ing  line  fifty-one,  the  following  clause : 

Kinsdom  of  Bdvaria: 
Munich,  $2,000. 

Kingdom  of  Wartemberg : 
StattgarL$2.000. 

Grand  Doohy  of  Baden : 
Carlsrahe,  il.oOO. 

Prinoipaltiy  of  Servia : 
Belgrade,  $1,500;   Tripoli,  $8,000;  Tunis.  $8,000; 
TanfrTers.  $3,000. 

Kingdom  of  Madagascar : 
Tamatava,  $2,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  fifty-three, 
to  strike  out  **four"  and  insert  '*five,"  so  as 
to  make  the  salary  of  the  consul  general  at 
Kanagawa,  Japan,  $6,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  com- 
mencing in  line  fifty-four,  down  to  and  includ- 
ing line  sixty-one,  the  following  clause : 

Siam: 
Bangkok,  $2,000. 

Dominions  of  the  sultan  of  Mnseats 
Zaniibar,  $1,000. 

DominionN  of  the  Netherlands : 
Batavia,  $1,500. 

Ruuia: 
St.  Petersburg,  $2,600. 

The  amendment  wai  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  eighty-one, 
to  make  the  salary  of  the  consul  at  Hong  Kong 
$4,000  instead  of  $8,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  eighty- 
seven,  to  make  the  salary  of  the  consul  at 
Port  Louis  $1,500  instead  of  $2,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  after  line 
eighty-nine  *' Ottawa,  $1,500.*' 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  after  line 
one  hundred  and  three  '*St.  Johns,  (Canada 
East,)  $1,500." 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  see  under  the  bill  of 
1872  that  was  stricken  out  altogether  from  ihe 
schedule  of  consulates,  and  here  it  it  restored. 
1  should  like  to  ask  why  that  is? 

Mr.  SPENCEU.  The  reason  is  that  it  was 
put  in  through  a  mistake  first  as  a  consulate 
general,  and  the  Department  recommended 
that  it  be  changed  from  a  consulate  general 
to  a  consulate,  as  it  was  originally.  It  haa 
always  been  a  consulate ;  but  in  the  bill  as 
first  introduced  it  was,  through  mistake,  put 
in  schedule  B  among  the  consulates  general. 
There  is  really  no  change  in  the  law  as  it  is  at 
the  present  time  in  this  respecL 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.  Before  the  next  ameodment 
is  read,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  one 
hundredth  line,  which  reads  *'  Windsor^ 
$  1 ,  500. '  *  There  are  two  places  of  that  name : 
one  Windsor  in  Canada  East,  and  one  ia 
Nova  Scotia.  Unless  the  particular  Wind- 
sor meant  is  specified,  it  will  be  uncertain  to 
which  the  bill  applies. 

Mr.  GHANDLEB.  This  is  Windsor  oppo- 
site Detroit.  There  is  no  consul  at  the  other 
Windsor.  Windsor  in  Canada  is  established 
as  a  consulate  ;  it  is  fixed  by  the  acL 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  state,  for  the  informatioB 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, that  the  Committee  on  AppropriationB 
have  seen  fit  to  appropriate  for  a  consulate  at 
Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  and  to  provide  a  salary 
of  $1,000  for  it,  upon  the  representations  made 
to  that  committee.  I  think  this  bill  had  better 
be  modified  so  as  to  conform  to  that.  There 
are  two  places  of  this  name,  both  plaoea  having 
consuls. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEB.  Does  the 
Senator  from  California  move  an  amendment? 

Mr;  COLE.  Not  now.  The  bill  may  be 
proceeded  with  and  I  will  prepare  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next 
amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
will  be  read. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  han- 
dred  and  fifleeu  of  section  one,  after  the  word 
*'  thousand"  to  insert  *'  five  hundred  ;"  so  as 
read,  '^Demerara,  $2,500.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insertafter  line 
one  hundred  and  nineteen  the  words  **  Mahe, 
(Seychelles,)  $1,500." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  oat  ia 
line  one  hundred  and  twenty-three  "Revel, 
$2,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hna- 
dred  and  twenty- six,  to  reduce  the  salary  of 
the  consul  at  Havre  from  $4,000  to  $8,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hna- 
dred  and  twenty-seven,  to  make  the  salary  of 
the  consul  at  Marseilles  $2,500  instead  of 
$2,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-nine,  to  make  the  sal<uy  of 
the  consul  at  Lyons  $2,600  instead  of  $2,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hun- 
dred and  forty,  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
oonsul  at  Matanzaa  from  $2,600  to  $8,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hnn- 
dred  and  fifty,  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
consul  at  Antwerp  from  $2,000  to  $2,600;  SMid 
in  line  one  hundred  and  fifty-two,  to  increase 
the  salary  of  theconsul  at  Brussels  from  $2,000 
to  $2,600. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was,  after  line  one 
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hundred   and  fifty- fiTe,  to  insert    *'Batavi&, 
$1,000/' 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  after  line 
one  hundred  and  fifty-seven  '*  Copenhagen, 
$2,000." 

ibe  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was,  after  line  one 
hundred  and  fifty-ninei  to  insert  *^  Sl  Thomas, 
$2,600.'' 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  committee  by  striking  out 
*•  $2,600''  and  inserting '^$8,000." 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  simply  wish  to  say 
that  if  we  make  a  change  of  that  kind,  it  will 
undoubtedly  lead  to  other  efforts  to  bring  abont 
similarity.  For  instance,  on  this  page,  the 
consul  at  Santa  Cruz  is  put  at  $2,500,  and  the 
consul  at  St.  Thomas  at  $2,500.  They  are 
about  alike,  and  if  you  raise  the  salary  at  SL 
Thomas  yon  will  be  asked  to  do  it  at  Santa 
Croa  and  many  other  places.  This  bill  has 
been  gotten  up  on  consultation  with  the  State 
Department,  and  we  have  tried  to  be  as  fair 
as  it  is  possible  to  be.  The  Senate  can  very 
well  see  that  it  will  lead  to  confusion  to  break 
into  these  schedules  which  have  been  carefully 
fixed  after  consideration. 

Mr.  MORrON.  I  have  paid  some  little 
attention  to  the  importance  andconditition  of 
this  consulate  at  St.  Thomas.  In  the  first 
place,  it  is  one  of  the  most  important  consul- 
ates in  the  West  Indies.  That  port  is  a  great 
resort  for  the  shipping  of  all  nations.  As  a 
depot  for  shipping  it  is  more  important  than 
any  island  in  the  West  Indies.  The  labors  of 
the  consul  at  that  port  are  very  great  compared 
with  the  amount  ot'  actual  commercial  business 
transacted  there,  from  ibe  fact  that  so  many  of 
our  ships  touch  there.  Again,  it  is  the  most 
pestilential  8pot  in  the  world.  It  is  said  to  be 
the  home  of  the  yellow  tiever.  It  is  worth  a 
man's  life  to  go  there,  and  any  man  who  is 
competent  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  office, 
and  goes  there  and  takes  the  risk,  ought  to  be 
well  paid  for  it. 

The  salaries  of  several  of  the  consuls  have 
been  increased,  while  in  some  cases  they  have 
been  diminished.  I  do  not  see  that  this  will 
interfere  with  the  symmetry  of  the  bill  in  any 
respt'ct,  but  I  present  it  as  a  case  of  absolute 
merit ;  indeed,  the  consul  at  that  port,  instead 
of  having  $2,500,  should  have  $4,000.  It  is 
the  coaling  station  of  the  steamers ;  it  is  where 
ships  put  in  for  refitting  and  supplies.  The 
harbor  at  Sl  Thomas  is  always  full  of  ships. 
The  labors  of  the  American  consul  thereto  pro- 
tect the  rights  of  our  commerce  and  of  our  sea- 
men are  constantly  required  ;  and  yet  it  is  the 
most  dangerons  spot  in  the  West  Indies  for  an 
American  to  go.  The  present  eonsul  there  has 
had  the  yellow  fever.  We  had  one  that  died 
there  not  a  great  while  ago.  I  move  that  this 
be  ioereaaed  to  $8,000  a  year. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  My  friend  from  Ala- 
bama haa  before  him  statistics  showing  the 
amount  of  receipts.  We  have  tried  to  take 
the  amount  of  business  as  one  item  in  fixing 
the  salaries.  If  my  friend  from  AUtbama  will 
state  the  business  of  that  port,  as  he  has  the 
papers  before  him,  I  shall  be  obliged  to  him. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  The  present  salary  of  the 
consul  at  St.  Thomas  is  $2,000.  We  propose 
in  this  bill,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Stmte  Department,  to  increase  it  to  $2,600. 
The  fees  collected  last  year  were  $2,767  90. 
The  State  Department  does  not  recommend 
an  increase  beyond  $600,  which  we  have  given 
by  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ones- 
lien  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  hope  it  win  not  pre- 
TaiL 

Mr.  MORTON.  One  word  farther.  The 
stsitement*  from  the  State  Department  shows 
that  the  faee  which  have  been  collected  there 
amount  ta   lOmefehiBg  over   $2,700,   nearly 


$2,800.  Certainly  the  consul  should  have  that 
amount  for  staying  there.  But  I  wish  to  state 
that  the  business  of  that  consulate  is  of  that 
character,  that  while  it  is  laborious  to  the  con- 
sul, it  does  not  result  in  large  fees,  because  the 
amount  of  commercial  transactions  there  is 
not  very  great;  there  are  no  fees  upon  invoices 
or  but  very  few ;  and  yet  the  labors  of  the  con- 
sul are  very  large  on  account  of  the  number  of 
ships  touching  there,  stopping  to  obtain  sup> 
plies  and  to  refit.  .  It  is  a  sort  of  half-way 
nouse  for  the  commerce  of  the  Gulf  and  the 
Caribbean  sea.  There  are  consulships  pro- 
vided for  in  this  bill  with  salaries  twice  as  large 
where  the  actoal  labor  is  not  so  great,  and  that 
are  comparatively  pleasant  places  to  live  at. 
I  think  this  salary  ought  to  be  raised  to  $8,000 
at  least. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  have  before  me  the 
recommendation  of  the  State  Department  in 
regard  to  this  consulate,  which  the  committee 
adopted.  The  Secretary  says  that  ''the  consul 
has  neretofore  had  $2,000. '^  On  account  of  its 
unhealthy  position  he  advises  that  it  be  raised 
$600.  I  suppose  there  are  other  places  just 
as  unhea{thy ;  but  there  does  not  seem  to  be 
any  difficaltj  in  finding  people  to  fill  the 
places.  I  have.found  no  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing candidates. 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  is  not  the  question 
whether  you  can  obtain  candidates.  You 
may  get  persons  to  undertake  to  fill  any  de- 
partment. At  Havana,  although  they  have  the 
yellow  fever,  they  do  not  have  ithalf  aslongas 
they  have  it  at  St.  Thomas.  There  is  not  a 
month  in  the  year  that  yellow  fever  does  not 
prevail  at  St.  1'homas,  as  I  am  informed.  You 
provide  for  giving  the  consul  general  at  Havana 
$7,000 a  vear.  I  doubt  whether  his  labors  are 
greater  than  those  of  the  consul  at  St.  Thomas, 
while  the  risk  is  not  half  so  great. 

The  consular  system  is  more  than  self-sup- 
porting. I  am  informed  that  the  receipts  for 
the  last  year  were  $143,000  in  excess  of  the 
expenses.  Let  some  portion  of  that  surplus 
be  now  used  to  pay  a  man  a  decent  compen- 
sation for  taking  his  life  in  his  hands  and  going 
to  such  a  place  as  St.  Thomas. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  suppose  the  business 
at  Havana  is  probably  twenty  times  greater 
than  it  is  at  St.  Thomas.  The  Havana  con- 
sulate has  always  been  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  will  agree  that  the  actual 
transactions  at  Havana  are  greater  j  but  I 
am  speaking  of  the  amount  ox  shipping  and 
of  the  labor  imposed  on  the  consul.  I  pre- 
sume there  are  as  many  ships  touching  at  St. 
Thomas  as  there  are  at  Havana. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  do  not  believe  there 
is  one  in  twenty.  Havana  is  full  of  American 
shipping  at  all  times.  The  labors  of  the  con- 
sulate are  enormous  there,  while  at  St.  lliomas 
they  are  comparatively  very  little. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  <^ues. 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  trom 
Indiana  to  the  amendment  of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
Days. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  necessity  for  calling  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  amendment  of  $600.  As  a  member  of 
the  committee,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
would  rather  give  it  than  spend  the  time. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    Let  us  have  a  division. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  insist  on  the  call  for  yeas  and  nays? 

Mr.  MORTON.  No;  I  will  ask  lor  a 
division. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were  oo  a 
division — ayes  9,  noes  11 ;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered ;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — yeas  16,  nays  22 ;  as  follows : 

YSA6— MMm.  Aloom,  Caldwell,  Olsyton.  Gold- 
thwaite,  Uill,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Norwood. 
Qabora,  Pomeroy.  Pool,  Spencer,  Stevenson,  Sum- 
ner, West,  and  Wrirht— iC 


KAYS—Meem.  Ames,  Blair.  Boreman.  Carpen- 
ter, Chandler.  Cole,  Conklinfr.  Cooper,  Corbett,  Fen- 
ton,  Ferry  of  Miohigan,  Frelingbuy9ea,  Gilbert, 
Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hitchooek,  Kellogg,  Logan, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Riee,  Sawyer,  Stockton,  and 
Windom~22. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Brownlow, 
Backini ' 
Kentacl 


of  Conneotioai,  nanagan,  aamiiioD  oc  Maijj 
Hamlin,  Harlan,  Howe.  Johnston,  Kelly,  Lewis, 
Nye,  Pattetson,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Robertson,  Saals- 
hary,  Sehnri,  Soott.  Sherman,  Spragae,  Stewtirt, 
Tharman,  Tipton.  Trumbull.  Vickers,  and  Wil- 
son—35. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  ques- 
tion recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.  While  we  are  on  this  pointi  I 
wish  to  move  an  amendment  in  line  one  hun- 
dred,  which  I  have  the  permission  of  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  move.  In  line 
one  hundred,  after  the  word  *'  Windsor/'  I 
move  to  insert  the  words  *'  Canada  East/'  and 
after  line  one  hundred  to  insert  the  words 
"  Windsor,  Nova  Scotia,  $1,000." 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  1  understand  there  has 
been  a  commercial  agent  there  who  had  the 
salary  of  a  consul,  and  this  amendment  merely 
changes  it  from  a  consular  agency  to  a  con- 
sulate. Hence  I  see  no  objection  te  the 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
to  strike  out  on  page  8,  line  one  hundred  and 
five,  in  the  list  of  consuls  to  the  North  Ger- 
man Union,  '*  Geestemunde,  $2,000.*' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  after  line 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  **Munich,  $2,000 } 
Stutgartt,  $2,000;  Carlsruhe,  $1,600." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy- three,  to  rai^e  the  salary  of 
the  consul  at  Bremen  from  $2,000  to  $8,000. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  should  like  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee to  this  amendment  and  the  amendment  in 
the  following  line  in  regard  to  the  consnl  at 
Hamburg.  I  should  think  the  amounts  there 
ought  to  be  reversed.  Hamburg  is  a  much 
more  expensive  place  to  live  in  than  Bremen, 
and  the  tees  are  mnch  larger  in  Hamburg  than 
in  Bremen. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  These  are  amendmenU 
made  in  conformity  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  State  Department.  The  Senator  will 
observe  that  the  consulate  at  Geestemunde 
has  been  abolished  by  this  bill.  The  salary 
of  that  consulate  was  $2,000.  The  consul  at 
Bremen  now  has  those  duties  to  perform,  and 
it  is  for  that  reason  that  this  increase  is  pro- 
posed. The  consul  at  Bremen  under  this  bill 
will  really  have  to  perform  the  work  of  two 
eonsnlates,  Geestemunde  and  Bremen.  The 
fees  at  Geeatemnnde  were  very  large,  $7,000 ; 
bat  the  State  Department  thought  that  owing 
to  the  dose  proximity  of  that  place  to  Bremem 
the  cousnlate  there  was  unnecessary. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  CHANDLfiR.  If  the  Senator  thinks 
that  amount  too  high,  he  can  move  to  rednoe  iL 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  think  they  onght  to 
be  at  any  rate  the  same.  I  do  not  care 
whether  it  is  $8,000  or  $2,600. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five,  to  strike  out  the  word 
*•  Bavaria." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  after  line 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  ''Hesse  Darm- 
stadt, $2,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  haa- 
dred  and  ninety,  to  reduce  the  salary  of  the 
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consal   at   Brindiai,  Italy,  from    $2,600   to 
$1,500. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  outlines 

one  hundred  and  niueiy-five  and  one  hundred 

and  ninety-six,  as  follows: 

pApal  dominions : 
Borne,  $2,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  aroeadment  was  to  insert  after  line 

one  hundred  and  ninety-nine: 

Bsrbary  States :  _ 

Tripoli.  $3,000;  TunU,  $3,000;  Tangier.  $3,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  make 
a  motion  to  amend  the  original  bill? 

The  PRESIDING  OFPICBR.  Itwillbein 
order  as  soon  as  the  amendments  of  the  com- 
mittee are  disposed  of. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  two  hun- 
dred and  ten,  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
consul  at  Foochow,  China,  from  $8,600  to 
$4,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  two  hun- 
dred and  twelve,  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
consul  at  Hankow,  China,  from  $8,500  to 
$4,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  two  hun- 
dred and  sixteen,  to  increase  Uus  salary  of 
the  consul  at  Honolulu,  Hawaiian  Islands, 
from  $4,000  to  $5,000,  and  also  to  strike  out 
the  consulate  at  **  Lahalna,  $8,000.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was,  after  line  two 

hundred  and  seventeen,  to  insert: 

Madaguc'ar: 
Tamatave.  $2,000. 

The  amendment  was  Bgeeed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was,  afler  line  two 
hundred  and  twenty-six,  to  insert : 

Masoat : 
Zanitbar,  $1,000. 

Siam: 
Bangkok.  $2,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Th«  next  amendment  was  on  schedule  0, 
page  12,  afler  line  thirty-two,  to  insert  in 
the  consmlates  for  Mexico  **San  Femaodoi 

$i,ooa'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to* 

Mr.  SPENCER.'  I  suggest  that  we  acton 
all  the  amendments  in  the  next  section  to- 
gether. They  are  really  and  substantially  one 
amendment. 

The  next  amendments  of  the  committee 
were  on  page  18,  section  three,  line  five«  after 
the  word  **  Havana,''  to  insert  the  worda  '*  a 
snm  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  $8,000  for  any 
one  year,  and  to  the  consuls  general  of  ;  "  in 
line  eight,  after  the  word  **  exceeding"  to  in- 
sert the  words  *^  the  rate  of ; "  in  line  nine  to 
strike  out  the  word  ^Mn  "  and  insert  the  word 
"for;"  in  line  ten  to  strike  ont  the  word 
"  Havre,"  and  after  the  word  "  Lyons"  to  in- 
sert the  words  "and,"  and  after  the  word 
"  Manchester  "  to  strike  ont  the  words  "  and 
Marseilles;"  in  line  eleven,  after  the  word 
"exceeding,"  to  insert  the  words  "the  rate 
of;"  in  line  twelve  to  strike  out  the  word 
"in"  and  insert  the  word  "for;"  in  line 
fourteen,  after  the  word  "Bradford,"  to  Insert 
the  words  "Havre*  Marseilles^  Fayal,  Nurem- 
berg ; "  in  line  fifteen,  afterthe  word  "  exceed- 
ing," to  insert  the  words  "th«rate  of:"  in 
line  sixteen  to  strike  out  the  word  "in  "  and 
insert  the  word  "  for ;  "  in  line  nineteen,  after 
the  word  "Stutt|mrt,"  to  insert  "Tunstall," 
and  after  the  wora  "  exceeding  "  to  insert  the 
words  "the  rate  of;"  in  line  twenty  to  strike 
out  the  word  "in"  and  insert  the  word  "for;" 
in  line  twenty-one.  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  fixed  salaries  "  and  insert  "  salary  or  other 
compensation ; "  so  that  the  section  will  read :  [ 

Sbo.  3.  That  the  following  worda  are  hereby  added 
to  laid  scoiioQ  three  at  the  crtoVo^tbeM^t';  that  U  to 
s^,  tkaiibm  $h«41  U»aUow6ii  for  th^hiraof^derksi 


when  aotvally  expended  therefor,  as  follows:  to 
the  conaals  general  at  Havana,  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing the  rate  of  $3,000  for  any  one  year,  and  to  the 
oonsule  general  of  Loodon,  Paris,  and  Shanghai,  and 
to  the  consul  at  Liverpool,  each  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing the  rate  of  $2,000  for  any  one  yenr ;  to  the  consuls 
at  Bordeaux.  Uainburg,  Leipsic,  Lyons,  and  Mnn- 
oheeter,  each  a  snot  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  $1,500 
for  any  one  year ;  to  tho  consuls  general  at  Berlin 
and  Vienna,  and  the  consuls  at  Birmingham,  Brad- 
ford, ilavre.  Marseilles.  Fayak,  Nuremberg,  and 
Sheffield,  each  a  sum  not  exoeeding  the  rate  of  $1,000 
for  any  one  year;  and  to  the  consuls  general  at 
Beirut  and  Montreal  each,  and  to  the  consuls  at 
Belfast,  Chemniti.  He^se-Darlnstadt,  Leith.  Naples, 
Panama,  Sonneberg,  Siuttgart,  Tanstall.  and  Dres- 
den, a  snm  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  $500  lor  any 
one  year.  And  no  salary  or  other  compensation 
shall  be  paid  to  consuls  general  or  consuls  of  the 
United  States  exeept  as  herein  speoifled.  anything 
to  the  contrary  heretofore  enacted  notwithstanding. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  an 
additional  section  the  following: 

Sio.  4.  That  the  eonsnl  general  of  Constantinople 
shall  henceforth  be  also  secretary  of  legation  to 
Turkey,  with  the  salary  above  mentioned,  of  $3,000 
a  year;  and  that  the  minister  resident  to  Greece 
shall  be  minister  resident  and  consul  general  to 
Oreeee,  and  his  salary  shall  be  that  heretofore  fixed 
for  minister  resident,  namely,  $7,500;  And  that  the 
salary  of  the  dragoman  or  raterpreter  to  the  lega- 
tion to  Turkey  shall  be  $3,000. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  do  not  know  but  that  it 
may  be  proper  for  me  to  stale  here  that  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  are  considering 
House  bill  No.  1323,  making  appropriations 
for  the  consular  and  diplomatic  expenses  of 
the  Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1878,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  have  agreea 
to  a  provision  of-  this  kind: 

For  salary  of  the  interpreter  of  the  United  States 
embassy  and  consulate  general  in  Turkey,  $3,000; 
and  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  duties 
of  the  secretary  of  legation  shall  b^  performed  by 
the  consul  general  at  Constantinople. 

In  another  part  of  the  bill,  in  which  an 
appropriation  was  made  for  interpreter  at 
China,  Japan,  Siam,  and  Turkey,  they  have 
agreed  to  strike  out  the  words  **and  Turkey." 
'Ine  view  of  the  committee  was  that  inasmuch 
as  the  House  bill  had  provided  that  after  the 

{>a88age  of  the  act  the  duties  of  secretary  of 
egation  should  be  performed  by  the  consul 
general  at  Constantinople,  and  the  embassy 
required  an  interpreter  and  the  consul  general 
required  an  interpreter,  the  duties  of  the  inter- 
preter for  each  of  these  branches  of  the  service 
might  be  imposed  upon  the  same  individual. 
Therefore,  it  that  bill  is  agreed  to  by  the  Sen- 
ate as  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations«  it  will  be  inconsistent  with  the  pro- 
vision proposed  in  this  section,  inasmuch  as 
this  section  supposes  that  the  present  system 
will  continue  and  that  we  shall  have  two  inter- 
preters at  Constantinople,  one  at  the  embassy 
and  the  other  at  the  consulate  general,  i  only 
state  this  that  the  Senate  may  understand  that 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  have  agreed 
upon  this  action.  If  the  Senate  adopt  this  sec- 
tion, of  course  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions will  be  bound  by  it  and  will  be  compelled 
to  alter  the  action  they  have  already  taken  on 
the  amendment  they  have  agreed  to  report  to 
Uie  consular  and  diplomatic  bill. 

Mr.  SPENCEB.  This  section  was  drafted 
at  the  State  Department  and  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  by  the  Department.  I 
myself  know  nothing  about  the-  necessity  of 
that  ofBce,  but  presume  there  is  necessity  for 
it  or  the  section  would  not  have  been  sent  to 
us  from  the  Department. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him,  the  necessity  for  the  office 
of  interpreter  at  the  embassy  is  recognized,  of 
course.  It  is  also  recognized  that  there  is  a 
necessity  for  an  interpreter  at  the  consulate ; 
but  inasmuch  as  the  consul  general  has  been 
made  secretary  of  legation,  and  as  the  consul 
general  had  an  interpreter  to  the  consulate 
before,  it  would  seem,  inasmuch  as  he  is  to 
be  secretary  of  legation,  that  that  interpreter 
could  be  interpreter  to  the  embassy.  The  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  pso- 
poses  two  interpreters  theve  at  a  salary  of 
$8,000  each.    The  amendment  of  the  Com- 


mittee on  Appropriations  to  the  consular  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill  proposes  but  one 
interpreter  for  both  the  coosnlate  and  the  em- 
bpsy,  at  the  single  salary  of  $8,000,  and  the 
bill  of  the  Commitiee  on  Commerce  proposes 
that  the  consul  general  for  Constantinople  shall 
be  secretary  of  legation  to  the  embassy. 

Mr.  SPENCEK.  I  see  no  objection  to 
striking  out  the  fast  sentence  of  this  sectiou 
under  the  explanation  of  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  I  will  venture  to  speak  for 
the  conmiftee  and  say  that  the  last  sentence 
can  be  stricken  ont. 

Mr.  PAT  TERSON.    What  is  that 7 

Mr.  SPENCER.  '<  And  that  the  sals^  of 
the  dragoman  or  interpreter  to  the  legation  to 
Turkey  shall  be  $8,000.*' 

Mr.  SAWYER.  That  is  nnnecesaary,  in- 
asmnch  as  we  have  provided  a  salary  for  the 
interpreter  to  the  consul  general  and  the  con- 
sul general  is  to  be  secretary  of  legation  to  the 
embassy.  I  therefore  move  that  amendment, 
to  strike  out  in  the  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth 
lines  the  words  '*and  that  the  salary  of  the 
dragoman  or  interpreter  to  the  legation  to 
Turkey  phall  be  $8,000." 

Mr.  SPENCER.  The  committee  are  will- 
ing to  accept  that  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  four  of 
the  bill,  line  six,  to  strikeout  the  word  ''  sum" 
and  insert  the  word  **rate;**  in  line  nine  to 
strike  out  the  word  '*  sum  '*  and  insert  the  word 
**rate;*'  in  line  eleven,  after  the  word  '*  ex- 
ceeding,'* to  insert  the  words  *'  the  rate  of;** 
in  line  twelve  to  strike  out  **in"  and  insert 
**for;**  and  in  line  thirteen,  after  the  word 
**  Japan,**  to  insert  the  word  ** respectively ;" 
so  that  the  section  will  read : 

That  section  six  of  the  said  act  is  hereby  amended 
so  as  to  read  as  follows:  *'  Sec.  6.  That  the  President 
shall  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorised  to  appoint  inter- 
preters to  the  consulates  of  Shanghai,  Tieo-Tsin. 
Foochow,  and  Kanagawa,  and  to  allow  them  saJariPS 
not  to  exceed  in  either  case  the  rate  of  $2,000  a  year : 
and  to  appoint  interpretera  to  the  oonealates  at 
Hankow,  Amoy,  and  Canton,  inoludiog  Hong>Kong. 
and  to  uUow  them  salaries  not  to  exceed,  in  either 
case,  the  rate  of  $750  a  year ;  and  also  to  allow,  at 
his  diseretion,  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  rate  of  $200 
for  any  one  year  to  any  one  ooosutate  in  China  or 
Japan  respectively,  not  herein  named,  for  cost  of 
interpretation." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
fifth  section  of  the  bill,  in  the  following  words : 

Sxa  5.  That  section  two  of  the  aet  entitled  **Aq 
set  making  appropriations  for  the  consular  and 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  Qovemmeot  for  the 
year  ending  the  SOth  of  June.  1865,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  passed  June  20, 1864.  is  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  or  the  Senator 
from  Alabama,  what  is  the  reason  for  striking 
ont  that  section  ? 

Mr.  SPENCER.    The  reason  that  section 

is  stricken   ont  is  because  the   Department 

recommend  iL    The  Secretary  of  State  writes 

as  follows : 

**The  Department  is  raaoh  impressed  with  the 
importance  of  retMuing  the  seoUon  of  the  aet  of 
Jane  20,  1864,  which  toe  Senate  bill  proposes  to 
repeal,  and  which  provides  for  the  employment  of 
thrrteen  oonsalar  olerkt.  The  Department  reepeot* 
fully  requests  that  the  seotion  propoeinjg  the  repeal 
may  be  stricken  oat  from  Senate  bill  Alf," 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  whether  we  have  not  provided  for 
these  clerks  in  section  three  of  this  bdl  7 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Not  for  these  thirteen 
consular  clerks. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Then  section  three  we 
understand  to  be  in  addition  to  the  clerical 
force  of  the  consulates.  If  that  be  ao,  I  think 
that  is  a  question  that  requires  some  consider- 
ation.  

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  striking  out  the  fifth 
section  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thia  com- 
pletes the  amevtfimentiB.  of  the  oosaisitttte* 
The. hull  ia  opiea  to  iiirther  MBeiidmenia> 
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Mr.  SAWYER.  I  desire  to  offsr  an  amend- 
ment. On  page  2,  after  line  twenty-seven,  I 
move  to  insert  *'  Port  Said,  $2,00a''  I  will 
say  that  this  is  no  new  consulate. 

Mr.  CHANDLBR.  That  was  an  omission. 
There  is  no  objfKStion  to  thaL 

Mr.  SPBNCKR.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  has  made  a  mistake  as  to 
where  his  amendment  should  come  in.  In- 
stead of  being  inserted  on  the  second  page, 
it  ought  to  be  placed  somewhere  else  in  the 
bill,  if  you  place  it  there  you  make  it  a 
consulate  general.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  necessity  for  having  a  conflate  general 
there. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Oh,  no.  I  accept  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  Senator.  There  is  no  other  head- 
ing of  Egypt  in  the  bill.  I  will  move  that  the 
amendment  be  inserted  a(\er  the  one  hundred 
and  ninety- ninth  line. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment on  page  6,  line  one  hundred  and  nine, 
which  now  reads  **  Winnepeg,  $1,600.''  I 
move  to  strike  out  **  $1,600"  and  insert 
**  $2,000."  ^  That  is  a  very  expensive  position. 
It  is  an  entirely  new  and  progressive  country 
there^  where  expenses  are  very  great,  and 
where  the  consul  performs  not  simply  the 
duties  of  an  ordinary  consul,  but  really  minis- 
terial duties.  He  is  placed  upon  the  border, 
where  there  are  great  difficulties  and  great 
couflicts  between  our  own  citizens  and  those 
of  the  adjoining  dominion  of  Manitoba.  1 
trust  thai  for  the  reasons  I  have  stated  the 
Senate  will  consent  to  adopt  this  small  amend* 
Dent. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted.  There  are  a  series  of 
consuls  along  that  frontier,  a  dozen  perhaps  in 
all,  receiving  the  same  pay,  $1,500  a  year,  and 
of  course  if  you  raise  the  pay  of  this  one  you 
moat  raise  the  pay  of  all  the  rest.  No  reason 
can  be  ^iven  for  this  increase  that  would  not 
apply  with  equal  force  to  every  other  consul 
on  that  frontier.  1  hope,  therefore,  the  amend- 
ment will  not  be  adopted,  unless  the  Senate 
are  prepared  to  go  through  the  whole  list  and 
raise  tbem  all. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Winnepes  being  a  new  set- 
tlement, having  considerable  relations  with 
Manitoba,  it  is  more  expensive  to  live  there,  and 
hence  there  is  a  reason  why  the  salary  of  this 
consulate  should  be  increased  while  the  others 
should  not  be.  I  think  it  is  an  exceptional 
case.  However  I  will  leave  it  to  the  Senate  to 
determine. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.    I  hope  it  will  be* 

Mr.  SPENCER.  If  that  amendment  should 
be  adopted,  there  will  be  no  end  to  the  amend* 
ments  that  will  be  offered  to  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ones- 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  trom 
Minnesota. 

The  amendment  was  r^ected. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  1  move  to  amend  the 
bill  on  page  6,  line  one  hundred  and  thirty,  by 
striking  out  **$1,600"  and  inserting  '*  $2,000" 
as  the  salary  for  the  consul  at  Nantes.  This 
consulate  at  Nantes  is  a  very  important  con- 
sulate. We  have  one  of  the  most  accomplished 
consuls  abroad  at  this  place,  and  I  am  informed 
he  will  be  obliged  to  leave  because  the  salary 
ia  not  sufficient  to  support  him,  though  he 
lives  very  economically  in  that  place.  It  would 
certainly  be  a  ^reat  misfortune  if  he  should  be 
called  from  this  consulate.  He  did  very  great 
service  during  the  late  Franco-German  war, 
and  was  highly  complimented  by  the  German 
Government  for  his  services  to  their  prisoners. 
I  hope  that  this  amendment  will  be  adopted, 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  will  state  that  the  bill, 
as  reported,  with  the  amendments  of  the  com- 
mittee, is  in  precise  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  State  Department. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  1  do  not  really  think 
the  State  Dej^astmant  would  object  to  this. 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  put  the  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment,  and  declared  that  the 
noes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  This  is  so  important 
that  1  ask  for  a  division. 

The  question  being  again  put,  there  were 
on  a  division — ayes  10,  noes  24;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    It  is  too  late  now. 

The  PRESIDl NG  OFFICER.  No  business 
can  be  proceeded  with  until  a  quorum  is 
present. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  am  satisfied  there  is 
much  more  than  a  quorum  present.  Senators 
did  not  understand  the  question. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
is  satisfied  by  a  count  that  there  is  a  quorum 
present,  and  business  will  proceed. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill 
on  page  9,  line  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine, 
by  increasing  the  amount  fixed  for  the  salary 
of  the  consul  at  Jerusalem  from  $1,600  to 
$2,000.  I  saw  a  letter  some  three  or  four 
weeks  ago  from  the  consul  resident  there-*it 
was  not  addressed  to  me,  but  it  was  shown 
to  me — ^giving  an  account  of  the  expenses  of 
living  at  Jerusalem.  It  is  a  costly  place  to 
live  in.  The  services  of  a  consul  are  required 
there.  There  are  a  great  many  Americans 
visiting  that  city  every  year.  I  think  it  is  a 
matter  of  simple  justice  to  our  consul  that  his 
salary  should  be  increased  to  at  least  $2,000  a 
year.  If  It  is  important  for  us  to  have  con- 
suls at  all,  let  us  pay  them  decently.  I  do  not 
believe  in  this  thing  of  having  a  consul  at 
Jerusalem  and  only  paying  him  a  starving  sal- 
ary, one  scarcely  sufficient  to  pay  his  expenses 
there.  There  is  no  wisdom  in  it,  and  there  is 
no  dignity  to  the  nation  in  pursuing  such  a 
course. 

It  is  important  for  us  to  have  a  consul  at 
Jerusalem,  and  he  should  be  paid  a  fair  salary, 
one  that  wiU  enable  him  to  live  comfortably 
and  to  provide  for  his  family,  and  to  do  his 
duty  to  the  thousands  of  Americans  who  visit 
there  every  year.  When  an  American  goes 
to  Jerusalem,  not  being  able  to  speak  the 
language,  his  first  inquiry  is  for  the  consul, 
and  he  depends  upon  the  consul  for  any  assist- 
ance he  may  require  or  any  intelligence  he 
may  need. 

1  happen  to  know  of  the  gentleman  who  is 
now  consul  at  Jerusalem.  He  is  a  scholar,  a 
man  of  very  high  education  and  qualifications. 
The  statements  he  made  in  regard  to  the  cost 
of  living  there  were  not  addressed  to  me,  but 
I  believe  everything  he  says  in  regard  to  them. 
The  salary  should  not  be  a  cent  less  than 
$2,500;  but  I  only  propose  to  iuorease  it  to 
to  $2,000. 

I  do  not  make  those  motions  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  interrupting  the  progress  of  this 
Dill,  but  for  the  purpose  of  getting  these  sala- 
ries at  what  they  ought  to  be.  From  what  we 
know  about  the  expenses  of  living  in  the  East, 
especially  in  Palestine,  we  can  all  understand 
that  $1,600  a  year  is  but  a  starving  salary.  I 
move  to  make  it  $2,000. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  suppose 
it  is  well  enough  for  us  to  have  a  consul  there ; 
but  consuls  are  for  commercial  purposes,  and 
for  commercial  purposes  we  need  no  consul 
whatever  at  Jerusalem.  It  is  very  proper, 
indeed  I  think  that  we  should  have  one,  on 
account  of  the  travel  that  goes  there;  and 
perhaps  the  office  ought  to  be  filled  by  a  theo- 
logical student  or  by  a  person  desirous  of 
pursuing  biblical  studies.  That  would  make 
it  a  pleasant  place  of  residence  for  a  year  or 
two,  and  the  salary  would  eke  out  his  travel- 
ing expenses ;  and,  as  my  honorable  friend 
from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Patterson]  sug- 
gests, at  the  end  of  his  sojourn  there,*  he 
should  be  transferred  to  the  New  Jerusalem. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  SPENCER.  The  duties  of  the  consul 
at  Jerpaalem  amoaat  simply  to  nothing,  and 


in  fact  I  know  of  no  reason  why  there  should 
be  any  consul  there  at  all.  I  think  the  salary 
is  too  large  as  it  is. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  wish  to  add  only  a  few 
words  to  what  colleague  has  so  well  said  in 
regard  to  this  consul.  I  know  this  eentleman. 
He  is  from  the  northern  part  of  Indiana — a 
highly  cultivated  gentleman.  I  venture  to  say 
the  Government  has  no  more  intelligent,  capa- 
ble representative  abroad  filling  a  consular 
office.  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  character 
of  the  duties  at  Jerusalem,  but  I  am  informed 
by  him  that  all  his  time  is  occupied,  and  I  am 
further  informed  that  the  cost  of  living  is  so 
high  that  he  has  been  compelled  since  he  has 
held  that  office  to  draw  upon  his  own  private 
means  for  bis  support.  These  are  the  racts  as 
he  writes  me,  ana  I  have  no  doqbt  of  their 
truth.  While  we  continue  to  maintain  a  con- 
sul at  Jerusalem,  we  ought  not  to  starve  him. 
I  therefore  heartily  second  the  motion  of  my 
colleague  to  raise  his  salary  from  $1,500  to 
$2  000. 

ilr.  CHANDLER.  It  must  be  obvious  to 
every  one  that  there  must  be  but  very  little 
business  at  this  point;  there  is  absolutely  no 
commerce  there  ;  and  if  any  change  is  to  be 
made,  I  think  the  better  one  would  be  to  move 
to  abolish  the  consulate,  as  there  is  no  com- 
merce at  Jerusalem.  We  all  know  that  there 
are  any  number  of  clergymen  in  this  countrv 
who  would  be  very  glad  to  get  the  posiiion  of 
consul  to  Jerusalem  for  $1,500  a  year.  My 
friend  at  m^  right  [Mr.  Ramsey]  suggests 
that  our  Saviour  did  not  gel  so  much  as  that 
in  His  time;  that  He  did  not  have  even  a 
place  whereon  to  lay  His  head. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendmenis  were  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MKSSAQlfi  FROM  TUK  UOUSK. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPBER.sotf,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2114)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  Nyce,  in 
which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  insisted  on  its  amendment  to  the  bill  (S. 
No.  792)  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  *^  An 
act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the 
removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases  from  Stale 
courts,^  approved  July  27,  1866,^'  approved 
March  2,  1867,  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate, 
and  agreed  to  the  conference  asked  by  the 
Senate  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  thereon,  and  had  appointed  Mr.  John 
A.  BiKOHAM  of  Ohio,  Mr.  ulysses  Merccr  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  Mr.  Clarksox  N.  Potter 
of  New  York,  managers  at  the  same  on  its  part. 

XMROLLXD  BILL  SIGNED. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed  the  enrolled 
bill  (S.  No.  330)  to  authosize  the  restoration 
of  Gilbert  Morton  to  the  naval  service;  and 
it  was  thereupon  signed  by  the  Vice  President. 

MARGA&BT  NTOK. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  wish  to  make  an  appeal 
to  the  Senate  for  a  moment.  A  biU  has  passed 
the  House  of  Representatives  to-day,  which 
now  lies  on  the  table  here,  granting  a  pension 
to  Margaret  Nyce,  the  mother  of  a  soldier. 
This  is  her  eighty-second  birthday,  and  I  hope 
under  the  circumstances  the  Senaie  will  allow 
it  to  be  taken  from  the  table  and  passed.  She 
is  a  very  old  lady.  One  of  my  colleagues 
from  the  House  of  Representatives,  who  is 
fiMniliar  with  the  facts,  is  here  anxious  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  I  trust  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  taking  it  up  and  acting  on  it  now. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2114)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  Nyce 
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was  read  twice  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  place  on  the  pension-roll,  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  and  limitations  of  ^he 
pension  laws,  the  name  of  Margaret  Nyce. 
mother  of  William  Nyce,  late  a  private  of 
company  K|  one  hand  red  th  Ohio  volunteers, 
to  lake  effect  from  the  Ist  of  January,  1870. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DI8COVBRBR8  OF  GUANO. 

Mr.  GHANDLBR.  I  now  ask  the  Senate 
to  resume  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No. 
16G,  to  which  an  objection  was  made,  but 
which  objection  has  been  withdrawn. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  166)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
authorize  protection  to  be  given  to  citizens  of 
the  Uuitea  States  who  may  discover  deposits 
of  guano,"  approved  August  18,  1856. 

Mr.  SPENCER.     The  bill  has  been  read. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

AMBRICAN  IlKOISTKR  TO  DUTCH  DRIO. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2043)  authorizing 
an  American  register  to  the  Dutch  bark  Alice 
Tarlton,  to  report  it  back  without  amendment, 
and  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  ^he  Sen- 
ate to  put  the  bill  on  its  passage  now. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill,  it  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  issue  an  American  register  to  the 
Dutch  bark  Alice  Tarlton,  owned  by  John  S. 
Emory  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

^EGONSIDKRATION  OF  BRXDGB  BILLS. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  to  enter  a  motion  to 
reconsider  two  bills  which  have  passed,  for  the 
reason  that  I  believe  there  is  an  error  in  regard 
to  them.  I  refer  to  the  bills  authorizing  the 
construction  of  bridges  across  the  Ohio  river  at 
Mount  Vernon  and  at  Evanville,  Senate  bills 
No.  662  and  No.  689.  I  believe  a  mistake  has 
been  made  in  incorporating  a  general  bridge 
law  into  the  middle  of  both  those  bills,  and  I 
move  a  reconsideration  for  the  purpose  of 
reaching  that  question. 

The  PRESIDINU  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  desire  action  on  the  motion  now? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Not  unless  it  meets  the  con- 
currence of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.     I  desire  to  examine  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
will  be  entered. 

MAIL  SBRVICB  IN  THB  GULP  Of  MBXICO. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  now  move  that  the 
Senate  resume  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  67. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No. 
67)  authorizing  mail  steamship  service  in  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico  between  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  Lonisiana,  and  certain  ports  of  the 
republic  of  Mexico. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.    The  bill  has  been  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pome- 
ROY  in  the  chair.)  The  bill  is  before  the 
Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  want  to  hear 
it  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be 
again  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  there  is  an  amendment  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  which 
wai  in  section  one,  line  thirteen,  to  strike  out 
the  words  **  Galveston,  Texas,*'  and  in  line 


eighteen,  to  strike  out  the  words  *'by  way  of 
Galveston,  Texas. '* 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
.    Mr.  SHERMAN.    That  bill,  I  understand, 
grants  $160,000  a  year  for  this  service. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
so  understands. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  it  presents  the 
question  of  a  subsidy,  and  I  should  like  to 
have  a  vote  upon  it.  I  do  hot  wish  to  discuss 
it.  Every  Senator  understands  whether  he  is 
willing  to  give  more  than  the  postal  receipts 
for  this  mail  service. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  This  is  the  bill  that  passed 
the  Senate  last  winter,  word  for  word,  after  it 
had  been  amended  on  the  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  also,  I  believe,  and  the  Senator 
from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Harlan.]  This  is  precisely 
the  bill  as  it  passed  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  simply  desire  upon  a 
bill  granting  a  subsidy  beyond  the  amount  of 
the  postal  receipts  to  have  a  vote  of  the  Sen- 
ate; that  is  all.    E^ery  Senator  understands  it. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading ;  and  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ask  for  a  division  on 
the  passaee  of  the  bill. 

Tne  bill  was  passed ;  there  being  on  a  divis- 
ion— ayes  21,  noes  16. 

CINCINNATI  AND  SOUTHKRN  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  CHANDLER;  I  now  desire  to  call  up 
Senate  bill  No.  75,  to  promote  the  construction 
of  the  Cincinnati  and  Southern  railway. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  think  this  bill  has  been 
read  heretofore^. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be 
read  at  length  if  any  Senator  desires  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  what  is  called 
the  Cincinnati  and  Southern  railroad  bill,  and 
as  the  State  of  Kentucky  has  since  passed  a 
law  on  that  subject  I  suppose  this  bill  had  bet- 
ter be  laid  aside  for  the  present.  It  is  scarcely 
worth  while  to  read  it.  I  move  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DISTRICT  OP  BRAZOS  DB  SANTIAGO. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  am  instmcted  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  (H.  R.  No  131)  to  change  the 
boundaries  of  the  collection  district  of  Brazos 
de  Santiago  in  the  State  of  Texas,  to  report 
it  back  with  an  amendment,  and  to  ask  for  its 
present  consideration. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill.  It  proposes  to  detach  the  counties 
of  Starr,  Zapata,  and  Webb,  now  forming  a 
part  of  the  collection  district  of  Corpus  Christi, 
in  the  State  of  Texas,  therefrom,  and  annex 
them  to  the  collection  district  of  Brazos  de 
Santiago,  so  as  to  form  a  part  of  that  district. 

The  Committee  on  Commerce  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendment,  in  line  three  to  strike 
out  the  word  '*  counties"  and  insert  the  word 
"county,''  and  after  the  word  "Starr"  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  Zapata  and  Webb." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
in.  It  was  ordered  that  the  amendment  be 
engrossed,  and  the  bill  be  read  a  third  time; 
and  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ASIATIC  COMMBRGIAL  COMPANY. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  for  a  moment  to  take  from 
the  Calendar  Honse  bill  No.  485  to  andiorize 
the  President  to  appoint  George  Plnnkett  a 
paymaster  in  the  Navy.  It  has  passed  the 
House,  and  it  has  the  unanimous  approval 
of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  of  the 
Senate.  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
it.  A  report  has  been  submitted  whioh  has 
been  printed. 

Mr.  CORBETT.    There  is  one  bill  reported 


by  the  Committee  on  Commerce  which  has 
not  yet  been  acted  upon,  and  I  should  like  to 
have  it  taken  up.  It  is  Senate  bill  No.  76, 
which  was  laid  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Oregon  states  that  there  is  one  bill  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  still 
undisposed  of. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  understood 
that  the  committee  had  disposed  of  all  their 
bills.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  allow  this  bill  to 
pass.     It  will  take  bat  a  moment. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  should  like  to  dispose 
of  the  business  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
as  this  day  was  set  apart  for  the  purpose  of 
disposing  of  that  business. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  withdraw  my 
bill  temporarily,  bat  will  renew  my  motion  as 
soon  as  the  Senator's  bill  is  passed. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  now  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate take  up  Senate  bill  No.  76,  to  facilitate 
commerce  between  the  United  States  and 
China,  Japan,  and  the  conn  tries  of  Asia.  The 
bill  has  been  read,  I  believe. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  What  does  it  do  ?  Is  it 
a  subsidy  bill  ? 

Mr.  CORBETT.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  That  bill  most 
inevitably  lead  to  discnssion.  If  there  is  any- 
thing the  Senate  desire  to  consider  this  after- 
noon, they  had  better  not  take  that  bill  up. 
It  is  a  bill  very  novel  in  its  character,  not  to 
say  extraordinary.  My  judgment  is  that  if 
the  Senate  have  mnch  to  occupy  themselves 
about,  they  can  do  better  than  by  taking  that 
bill  up. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  suppose  the  Senate  might 
as  well  decide  this  question  now  aa  at  any 
other  time.  Let  us  know  whether  they  pro- 
pose to  extend  the  same  facilities  to  American 
citizens  in  Japan  for  commercial  purposes  that 
has  been  extended  to  the  subjects  of  England 
and  France  by  those  countries.  This  bill  is 
one  simply  organizing  a  company  for  the  trans- 
action of  commercial  business,  and  a  number 
of  Senators  desire  that  the  bill  shall  be  con- 
sidered at  this  time,  to  test  the  qaeation  here 
in  the  Senate  whether  they  will  consider  it  at 
all  or  not.  The  bill  is  in  all  respects  identical 
with  one  which  passed  the  Senate  in  1870  to 
incorporate  the  National  Bolivian  Navigation 
Company.  The  precedent  has  been  set.  Amer- 
ican citizens  now  desire  to  organize  themselves 
into  a  corporation  for  this  purpose  so  as  to 
give  them  a  standing  in  the  consular  courts  in 
Japan.  If  we  intend  to  carry  on  business  with 
Japan,  if  we  intend  to  cope  with  other  options 
in  that  trade,  we  must  extend  Uie  same  facili- 
ties to  our  citizens  thai  other  nations  extend  to 
theirs.     I  hope  the  bill  will  be  considered. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Oregon  moves  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  indicated  by  him. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  sap- 
pose  it  is  in  order  to  discuss  the  merits  of  the 
Dill  on  the  motion  to  take  it  up.  Therefore  I 
do  not  propose  to  do  that ;  bat  I  may  refer  to 
what  the  Senator  himself  has  said  as  a  reason 
why  the  Senate  would  not  like  at  this  time  to 
enter  upon  it.  It  is  a  bill  to  institute  a  cor- 
poration to  trade  with  all  the  countries  in 
Asia.  It  is  sufficient  to  repeat  what  my  hon- 
orable friend  has  already  said,  that  if  we  intend 
to  compete  with  European  nadons  and  have 
equid  privileges  and  advantages  which  those 
nations  have  had  in  the  Indies,  it  is  a  proper 
thing  to  pass  to  the  eoosideration  of  this  bill. 
I  cannot  conceive  that  the  American  people 
have  the  slightest  desire  to  repeat  the  history 
of  the  trading  companies  of  Europe  in  the 
Indies  for  the  last  two  hundred  years. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Bach  as  the  South  Sea 
bubble. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Yes,  the  South 
Sea  bubble  and  all  sorts  of  bubbles.  U  is  en- 
tering upon  a  career  which  all  the  European 
nations  have  tried  for  thu  last  two  hundred 
years,  the  history  of  which,  I  sappose,  is 
famitiar  to  all  well  inforoMd  people.    That  is 
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prMiMly  »h>t  «e  propoie  to  da.     I  hope  the 

HenUe  will  Gad  H  conTeaieot  lo  take  up  some- 

ThIpKESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  A»TaoirY 
ia  the  chair.)  The  queslion  ia  on  taking  up 
the  bill  indicated  by  the  Senator  from  Oregon. 

Hr.  COLIBETT.  If  the  countries  of  Europe 
by  establishiae  trading  post«  and  giving  facili- 
ties to  tbeir  merchanla  have  acquired  weallh 
&Dd  power  aud  contmercei  and  have  superceded 
Americans  in  that  trade,  I  think  U  ia  about 
time  ire  should  eHtablieh  a  policy  that  would 
b«  beneficial  to  American  commerce  and 
American  citizens.  For  that  reason  I  pro' 
pose  to  take  up  this  bill. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  wish  to  appeal  to  my  friend 
from  Oregon.  I  think  he  is  qnite  certain, 
after  what  baa  already  been  said,  that  if  this 
bill  is  taken  ap  it  will  lead  lo  adigcueslon,  and 
he  will  get  no  vote  upon  it  during  this  after- 
uooa'a  sitiiug.  Now,  I  wish  to  know  if  he 
will  not  withdraw  his  motion  and  allow  me  to 
call  up  ■  resolution  assigning  a  day  to  the 
Committee  on  Cluima  for  ibe  consideraiion  of 
business  from  that  cootmittee. 

Mr.  COKBEI'T.  I  should  be  very  glad 
indeed  to  extend  that  courtesy  to  the  Sena- 
tor, bat  I  bare  tried  several  times  hereiofore 
to  get  np  this  bill  but  fuiled,  and  i  desire  to 
testtbe  qaestioQ  now  while  we  have  a  tUU  Sen- 
ate. If  ihe  Senate  propose  to  exclude  Amer- 
ican oitiieus  from  eiijoyiog  these  privileges  in 
foreign  countries,!  wish  lo  know  it,  I  do  not 
propose  to  continue  a  contest  on  this  bill.  I 
wish  10  testihe  senaeof  the  Senate  now.  To- 
day has  been  set  apart  for  the  consideration 
of  business  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ihis  ia  the  only  bill  remaining  undisposed 
of. 

Mr.  BAMSBT.  I  suggest  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Oregon  that  tbis  is  rather  a  bad 
time  to  make  that  test.  The  Senate  has  been 
in  aessioD  a  long  time;  we  ate  all  wearied, 
and  it  is  getting  late. 

Mr.  COaBETr.     All  I  wish  is  a  vole. 

Hr.  RAMSEY.  It  is  a.  bad  time  to  take  a 
TOM.  1  suggest  that  soma  other  time  would  be 
better  than  now.     It  is  now  afler  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  COHBETT.  1  do  not  know  of  an; 
more  appropriate  time  than  tbe  present.  I  shall 
be  unable  (o  get  this  bill  up  during  the  morn- 
iog  hour,  ana  the  parties  who  wish  to  organize 
ihiacompauj  deaire  lo  know  the  fate  of  the 
bill,  to  know  wlielherthey  are  to  be  sustained 
by  Congress  or  nok  If  not,  ihey  will  abandon 
tbe  project. 

Ur.  HOWE.  I  know  but  one  thing  about 
tbe  bill  that  the  Senator  advocates,  and  that  is 
tbat  there  ia  do  human  probability  of  getting 
a  vote  on  it  to- night;  that  taking  it  up  lor  con- 
sideration will  not  do  the  bill  nor  nimseir  a 
particle  of  good,  and,  therefore,  that  we  ma^ 
be  practical,  I  wish  he  would  withdraw  hia 
moUOD  and  let  ut  try  sDmeibiDg  else  tbat 
promises  some  results.  If  he  will  not,  I  hope 
tbe  Senate  will  not  lake  up  tbe  bill.     It  seems 

Hr.  CORBETT.  i  simply  desire  to'bave  a 
vote  of  the  Senate  upon  the  question.  I  shall 
abandon  tbe  bill  if  the  Seual«  decide  tbat  they 


when  this  day  has  been  set  apart  for  that  pur- 
Mr.  CALDWELL.  Isuggestto  theSenator 
from  Oregon  tbat  this  ia  a  bad  time  to  press 
bla  bill-  There  are  a  number  of  Senalon  here 
who  do  not  appear  lo  understand  what  tbe 
bill  is. 

IbePRESIDINQ  OFFICER.  Theqnestion 
ia  on  the  motion  of  the  iSeuatorfrom  Uregon, 
to  take  up  the  bill  for  consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  there  being  on  a 
division — ayes  2i,  noes  17. 

The  PRESIDlNQOFt'ICEB.    The  bill  will 


fulL  There  is  ao  amendment  offered  by  tbe 
committee  striking  out  tbe  names  of  the  cor. 
poratora  and  inserliug  loms  others. 


Tbe  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  original 
bill  will  not  be  read  uoless  some  Senator 

calls  for  it 

Mr.  DATIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  shoald 
like  to  have  the  bill  read.  I  have  no  recol- 
lection of  it 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  pend- 
ing question  is  on  tbe  amendment  oCTered  by 
the  Senator  from  Oregon,  [Mr.  Corbett,] 
which  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  tbe  amendment,  which 
ia  to  strike  out  tbe  names  of  Ibe  corporators 
mentioned  in  tbe  bill,  namely  : 

Robsrt  B.  Vu)  Vilkenhurch,  BaolamlD  EmIw- 
toD.  Lawnaoe  B.  Cnibinc,  R.  W.  Bialiop.  JunM  F. 
Vliltoaj  John  K.  Hall,  Elinba  B,  Kioa.  Thomiu  A. 
Swlt,  I.  E.  QMm,  Gmrf  •  B.  Upton,  larasl  8.  Bpmi- 
0«r,  and  P.  McDonald  tJollins. 

And  lo  insert  in  lieu.tbereof  the  following: 

A.  A.  Low.  B.  B.  Van  Valkenbnrsb.  Iimal  a 
g  '  "  "  'ea.  P.  MoDonitldGatliDt,  and  Jnbn 

R  iw  York ;  Jamei  Otil,   K.  E.  Rica. 

R  1,  BsnJ&miD  Flint,  und  Qeurte  E. 

''  ai  LswrsDOsB.  Outhins.  Oaona  B. 

R.Hall.ofMuiu!huisll>;Tbaiaiis 


U 

nl  ,  _ _,..   __.. _. 

B  John  B.  Farwall.  of  Uliooiii  N. 

J.  arylaod:  J.  B.  Covia,  of  Mains; 

F  DdbridgB.  of  Vermont;  Jiimes  F, 

n  Laban  CoSn,  of  Ores  on. 

Tbe  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COItBEIT.  I  wish  to  ofTer  an  amend 
meutto  the  hut  section  of  the  liill,  toinSErtin 
section  seven,  line  two,  after  tbe  word  "New 
York,"  the  words  "  or  San  Francisco,"  aothat 
Ihe  company  may  have  their  principal  office  in 
New  York  or  San  Francisco. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Before  the  vols  is  taken  on 
this  bill,  as  I  did  not  hear  all  of  it  read,  I  wilt 
ask  the  Senator  from  Oregon  to  briefly  stale 
the  purpose  of  this  oorporation.  Where  is  to 
be  the  field  of  its  operations? 

Mr.  CORBETT.     I  will  state 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  it  is  manifest  tbat  this  bill  is  going  to  be 
discussed,  and  of  course  it  is  impossible  to 
discuss  it  ibis  evening.  Will  tbe  Senator  give 
way  to  a  motion  to  proceed  to  tbe  considera- 
tion of  executive  bueiness? 

Mr.  CORBBIT.  I  will  do  ao  afier  I  state 
very  brlaSy  the  provisions  of  the  bill  if  we  are 
then  unable  to  obtain  a  vote. 

The  object  of  this  bill  ia  to  allow  these  gen- 
tlemen to  associate  themselves  together  for 
the  purpose  principally  of  trade  and  com- 
merce in  China  and  Japan,  for  Ihe  purpose  of 
purchasing  vessels  and  transacting  ^neral 
commercial  business  in  Ihe  rivers  ol  those 
countries.  1  am  informed  that  similar  organ- 
izaiiona  are  already  in  existence  uader  char- 
ters from  England  and  France.  American 
citizens  deaire  tbe  opportunity  of  oi^anizing 
tbemfelves  for  tbe  purpose  of  transacting  gen- 
eral commercial  ousiness  in  tbese  remote 
countries,  and  they  think  that  tbe  Qovernment 
of  the  United  States  should  extend  to  them 
the  same  facilitiea  under  charter  tbat  are  ex- 
tended  by  other  Qoterumenis  to   their  cili- 

Oue  object  in  desiring  to  have  the  conipany 
organized  by  act  of  Congress  ia  that  they  may 
have  Bstanding  in  our  consular  courts,  which 
they  cannot  very  well  have  under  State  organ- 
izatiou,  as  I  am  informed. 

Tbe  provisions  of  this  bill  are  precisely  in 
accordance  with  a  bill  tbat  i^as  passed  by  Con- 
gress July  29, 18T0,  entitled  "An  act  to  incor- 
porate the  National  Bolivian  Navigation  Com- 
pany," which  was  organized  for  a  similar  pur- 
pose. I  suppose  there  can  be  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  give  tbe  same  facilities  lo  our 
cilizeos  in  Japan  and  China  that  were  extend- 
ed to  our  citizens  to  navigate  the  waters  of 
Bolivia.  I  have  no  further  atatemeut  to  make. 
1  hope  we  may  have  a  vote  on  the  bilL 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  think  I  am  in  &vor  of 
this  bill;  I  am  aa  1  understaud  it,  and  should 
like  to  have  a  vote  upon  it;  but  I  know  the 
Senator  Irom  Maine  inteniu  to  addresa  the 


Senate  upon  it,  and  I  suppose  it  would  hardly 
be  agreeable  to  him  to  do  it  this  evening. 
Mr.  MORUILL,  of  Maine.  1  deaire  to  make 

a  few  observations  on  this  bill. 

Hr.  ANTHONY.  Therefore  I  move  that 
tbe  Senate  proceed  to  the  con^derstion  of 
executive  business. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.      Before  that  moUon    ia 

Eut,  I  bope  the  Cbair  will  announce  the  tariff 
ill  aa  the  unGnished  busineaa. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Hambbt 
in  tbe  cbair.)  Before  putting  the  question  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island, 
the  Chair  will  announce  that  by  tbe  agreement 
made  to-day  the  tariff  bill  was  to  be  left  as  tbe 
unCuisbed  business  after  the  consideration  of 
bills  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
The  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  now  moves 
tbat  tbe  Senate  proceed  to  tbe  consideration 
of  executive  business. 

The  notioD  was  agreed  to. 

acoaoH  PLCNKBTT, 
Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  While  the  doors 
arabeingcluaed  and  the  galleries  cleared,  1  aak 
the  Senate  to  take  up  House  bill  No.  435,  to 
which  I  referred  a  few  moments  ago.  It  will 
take  but  a  moment.  It  proposes  to  authorize  the 
President  to  appoint  George  Plunkett  a  pay- 
master in  the  Navy.  It  has  paaaed  the  House 
of  Representative  a,  and  has  tbe  unanimooa 
approval  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
of  the  Senate,  and  I  think  there  will  be  no 
opposition  to  il.     There   has   been   a  report 

Erin'ed  which  explains  the  case  thoroughly, 
ask  that  the  bill  may  betaken  up  and  passed. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  title  of  tbe  bill. 
":.  ROBERTrfON.     I  object  lo  ihe  con- 


sider 


.t  biU  n 


Tbe  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  S 
from  South  Carolina  objecla. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  trn 
Senator  will  not  object.  This  bill  1i 
approval  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 


ia  a  printed  report  in  the  cose.     He  is  a  man 
of  high  standing,     t  hope  the  obJeolioD  will 
be  withdrawn. 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  doors 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  ia  almost 
too  late. 

Hr.  ALCORN.  Theobjection  ia  witbdrawn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Unlbrlun- 
ately,  it  is  too  late ;  the  Senate  ia  now  in  exec- 


still  b 

in  open  session? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  can  be 
done  by  unanimoua  consent. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  iti 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider Ihe  bill  (U.  R.  No.  435)  to  authorize  the 
President  to  appoint  George  Pinnkett  a  pay- 
master in  the  Navy.  It  autboiizes  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  George  Plunkett  a  paymaster 
in  the  United  States  Navy,  if  in  his  opinion 
Ibe  interests  of  the  public  service  will  be 
thereby  promoted. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  The  Senate  will 
see  that  it  ia  left  to  Lha  discretion  of  the 
President 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  know  nothing  about 
Ibis  case.  I  have  no  objection  lo  this  gen- 
tleman being  appointed  a  paymaster  ^  but  I 
should  like  CO  make  an  inquiry  in  regard  to 
it.  Some  very  strange  things  are  being  dona. 
We  bad  a  bill  up  a  few  miuutes  ago  to  charter 
a  compauy  to  do  buaineaa  in  Japan,  and  now 
we  have  a  bill  up  authorizing  a  certain  per- 
son  10  be  put  into  office.  Was  that  ever  done 
before?    t  have  no  recollection  of  such  a  bill. 

Mr.  SPENCER.     I  ibiok  tbis  baa  been  very 
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Mr.  tRUMBULL.  That  the  President  has 
been  directed  to  appoint  a  certain  maB  to 
office? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    No;  "authorized." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Well,  "  authoriased." 
If  he  is  aathorized  to  appoint  him,  he  is  not 
authorized  to  appoint  anybody  else.  It  would 
be  coinpetentf  certainly,  to  authorize  the  ap- 
poititmetit  of  an  additi6nal  paymaster,  and 
the  bill  might  be  passed,  perhaps,  with  the 
understanding  that  the  President  would  ap- 
point somebody ;  there  may  be  some  person 
who  has  been  dropped  out,  and  we  ha?e  often 
authorized  a  man  to  be  restored  to  the  service. 

Mr.  CHAGIN.     This  is  that  case. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  if  there  was  ever  such 
a  bill  as  this  passed,  reading  in  so  many  words 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  is 
authorized  to  appoint  a  man  to  an  office,  I 
wish  somebody  would  point  it  out. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois has  voted  for  twenty  just  such  bills. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  never  heard  of  one, 
and  I  do  not  believe  you  can  find  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Suppose  this  bill  had 
read,  *^That  the  President  be  authorized  to 
restore  this  gentleman" 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Undoubtedly  we  have 
passed  such  bills ;  but  that  is  not  this  bill. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  We  do  not  want  that 
bill.  If  we  restore  this  man,  we  put  him  in 
the  precise  place  where  he  was  before.  He 
resigned  from  the  Navy,  and  the  committee 
are  willing  to  put  him  back  in  the  grade  he 
was  before,  but  not  to  put  him  back  above 
others  who  have  been  promoted  while  he  was 
out.  He  is  to  go  back  at  the. foot  of  the 
list. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Now,  as  we  are  in  a 
sort  of  family  circle  here,  pretty  near  execu- 
tive session,  about  halfway,  let  me  say  to  my 
friend  from  Rhode  Island  that  the  bill  just 
reads  in  this  way:  that  the  President  be 
authorized  to  appoint  a  certain  person  to 
this  office.  If  you  can  do  that  in  ibis  case,, 
you  can  do  it  in  reference  to  a  judge ;  you 
can  do  it  in  reference  to  a  land  officer;  you 
can  do  it  in  reference  to  any  person  in  the 
country.  Does  anybody  pretend,  under  the 
exiremest  views  of  civil  service  reform,  that 
we  can  compel  the  President  in  that  way  to 
appoint  just  such  persons  as  we  want ;  that 
be  must  appoint  a  particular  person  or  the 
office  shall  not  be  iilled? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  We  do  not  say  that. 
We  **  authorize"  him  to  appoint  a  person. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Verv  well.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  hold  that  we  can 
do  that?  Does  anybody  hold  that  we  have 
authority  to  pass  a  law  creating  an  office,  if 
you  please  a  land  office  in  MiunebOta,  and  then 
say  that  the  President  shall  be  authorized  to 
appoint  Tom  Jones,  register,  and  William 
Smith  receiver?  Would  we  ever  pass  such 
a  law  as  that  ? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Have  we  not  a  right  to 
do  it? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  think  we  have. 
When  you  create  an  office  I  do  not  think  yon 
have  a  right  to  throw  around  it  an  unconstitu- 
tional provision  or  a  provision  that  will  pre- 
vent the  law  from  being  carried  out. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Is  it  unconstitutional  to 
''authorize"  the  President  to  appoint  Tom 
Jones  receiver  of  a  land  office?  We  have  no 
authority  to  direct  him  to  do  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  And  it  is  just  as  appli- 
cable to  the  post  offices. 

Mr.  SPfiNCER.  This  is  simply  to  restore 
this  man  to  the  service. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  brought  the  mat- 
ter to  the  notice  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Senate 
can  do  as  they  please  about  it. 

Mr.  SPEN  CER.  The  Senator  from  lilinois 
withdraws  his  objection. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    No ;  I  do  not. 

Several  Senators.    Let  a  vote  be  taken. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  object  to  a 
▼ote  being  tak«n. 


Mr.  FERRY,  of  Miohiganv  This  man  was 
appointed  by  Mr.  Lincoln,  and  was  promoted 
for  meritorious  service 

Mr.  TUUMBULL.  The  Senator  misunder- 
stands me.  i  have  no  sort  of  objection  to 
him.  I  am  entirely  willing  that  this  man 
should  be  appointed.  My  objection  is  to  a 
law. that  authorizes  only  a  particular  person 
to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  STOCK  IX)N.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  does  not  understand  this  question.  If 
the  word  **  restore"  had  been  used  he  would 
have  had  no  objection  to  the  bill  undoubtedly. 
The  use  of  the  word  '*  appoint"  instead  of 
**  restore"  was  for  no  other  purpose  than  this: 
if  he  is  restored  there  is  a  doubt  whether  he  is 
not  put  back  into  that  position  in  which  he 
would  have  been  if  he  had  not  resigned,  and 
thus  injustice  would  t>®  done  to  those  who 
remained  in  the  service ;  and  so  the  House — 
perhaps  it  is  an  awkward  expression,  and  it  is 
or  it  would  not  give  rise  to  the  doubts  the 
Senator  has  suggested — the  House  proposed  to 
authorize  the  President  to  appoint  this  man  in 
a  position  in  which  he  has  not  the  power  to 
put  any  man  now  without  an  act  of  Congress, 
it  is  like  the  case  of  appointing  a  lieutenant 
to  be  a  captain.  The  President  cannot  do  it 
without  the  permission  of  Congress,  because 
men  have  to  begin  at  a  certain  grade.  This 
bill  authorizes  the  President,  not  to  appoint 
this  man,  because  if  he  had  the  power  to 
appoint  at  all  be  could  appoint  this  man  or 
any  other  man,  but  it  gives  him  the  power  of 
appointment  to  a  particular  grade;  in  other 
words,  it  is  simply  an  awkward  way  of  allow- 
ing him  to  be  restored  at  the  foot  of  the  list. 
That  is  the  whole  story,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  an  ii^ustice  to  object  to  the  bill  merely  on 
account  of  that  word. 

Mr.  MORION.  I  will  inquire  of  the  com- 
mittee whether,  when  this  man  resigned,  his 
vacancy  was  filled  by  appointment? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  am  not  ad- 
vised as  to  that  and  cannot  inform  the  Senator. 
I  will  state  the  circumstances  under  which  the 
resignation  took  place. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  This  is  a  new  office,  I 
am  told. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  will  state  to 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  the  circumstances 
under  which  the  resignation  took  place.  George 
Plunkett  was  selected  on  account  of  his  stand- 
ing to  fill  the  position  of  paymaster  in  the  city 
of  New  York.  Very  soon  after  the  appoint- 
ment was  made,  the  two  offices  of  purchasing 
and  disbursing  agent  were  combined  and  the 
place  WHS  given  to  another  man,  and  this  gen- 
tleman, supposing  it  was  a  reflection  on  his 
standing  in  the  service,  tendered  his  resigna- 
tion. He  afterward  found  that  it  was  not  so, 
and  he  now  asks  to  be  reappointed.  His  stand- 
ing iu  the  service  is  such  that  it  seems  to  me 
no  Senator  can  object  to  a  man  of  his  character 
being  reappointed. 

Mr.  MORION.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
effect  of  this  bill  is  to  provide  for  an  additional 
paymaster,  to  add  one  to  the  number  now 
authorized  by  law,  and  designating  one  whom 
the  j^resident  shall  appoinL  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  the  reappointment  of  this  gentleman  ; 
but  the  question  is  as  to  the  legal  effect  of  iL 
If  the  place  has  been  filled,  if  the  President 
has  no  authority  now  to  appoint  anybody, 
we  authorize  him  to  make  an  additional  pay- 
master, and  designate  the  person  to  be  ap- 
pointed. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  It  is  led  In  the 
discretion  of  the  President  whether  the  ap- 
pointment shall  be  made,  as  the  Senator  would 
have  heard  if  he  had  listened  to  the  reading  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  When  this  man  resigned, 
of  course  somebody  else  was  permitted  to  take 
his  place.  This  is  a  House  bill,  and  I  think 
myself  it  would  have  been  better  if  it  had  read 
'^reappointed;"  but  by  this  expression  '* au- 
thorised to  appoint,"  it  simply  restores  this 
man  to  the  foot  of  the  list  of  paymasters*    He 


might  now  be  appointed  assistant  paymut«F 
and  travel  all  the  way  up  again ;  but  he  is  an 
excellent  officer  and  the  Departmeuthsve  rec- 
ommended his  restoration.  I  am  not  sure  that 
it  may  not  create  a  new  office,  but  I  take  it 
Congress  has  a  right  to  create  it  if  they  see  fit. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Will  the  Senator  aUov 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  CRAGIN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  ioqaire 
of  him  if  we  have  not  some  scores  of  paymtg- 
ters  in  the  Navy  more  than  are  needed,  tod 
if  there  is  not  a  proposition  to  reduce  them? 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  There  is  no  propositioD  to 
reduce  them. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Have  we  not  a  great 
many  more  than  are  necessary? 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  I  am  not  sure  about  that 
The  number  has  been  reduced  repeatedly 
within  the  last  few  years. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  had  a  great  maoy 
during  the  war,  and  I  have  been  informed 
that  the  subject  has  been  discussed  is  aome 
way  with  the  idea  of  reducing  the  force. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  The  number  was  reduced 
in  1870  and  also  in  1871. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Will  the  Senator  fron 
New  Hampshire,  who  runs  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee, say  that  in  his  opinion  we  have  uo  more 
paymasters  than  we  need  ? 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  I  will  say  that  inmyopioioo 
I  do  not  think  one  more  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary. [  Laughter.  ]  But  here  is  a  case  that  is 
peculiar. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Give  this  man  a  pen- 
sion,  but  do  not  pass  a  law  of  this  sort 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  It  is  a  House  bill  nmplj 
proposing  to  restore  liim  to  his  old  position. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  will  remiod 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  of  the  fact 
that  this  paymaster  served  on  the  Hartford 
under  Admiral  Farragut,  and  was  selected  ss 
paymsuiter  for  the  Mediterranean  squadroo. 
The  history  shows  that  the  Department  placed 
great  confidence  in  him  ;  that  by  a  misappre- 
hension on  his  part  he  tendered  his  reeigua- 
tion ;  and  it  seems  but  just  that  he  should  be 
restored  to  the  service. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  We  have  restored  some 
very  poor  officers  compared  with  this  man  by 
just  such  acts  as  this. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  desire  to  bring  tQ  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  a  single  point  in  this 
case  that  had  some  influence  upon  my  mind 
as  a  member  of  the  committee  in  voting  for  it, 
and  which  has  not  yet  been  presented;  at 
least  I  have  not  heard  it.  When  this  geatie- 
man,  Mr.  Plunkett,  resigned  his  place  it  was 
upon  condition.  He  stated  that  if  ihe  promo- 
tion of  another  officer  above  him  was  held  ai 
a  reflection  upon  his  honesty  and  integrity,  he 
tendered  his  resignation  of  the  place  he  held 
in  the  Navy.  I  think  I  am  correct  in  this.  It 
was  only  a  conditional  tender  of  his  reeigoa* 
tion.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  misappre- 
hended the  condition,  and  promptly  accepted 
his  resignation,  which  was  as  much  a^  to  saf 
to  him,  '*The  Government  has  no  confidence 
in  you ;  it  has  lo^t  faith  in  your  honesty  and 
integrity."  Afterward,  when  the  matter  w»» 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  he  said  if  he  had  known  that  that 
had  been  the  condition  of  the  resignation  he 
would  not  have  accepted  it,  for  there  was  oo 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  Government  to 
reflect  on  the  integrity  of  this  officer.  In  this 
condition  of  affairs  he  comes  before  Congress 
and  asks  to  be  restored,  and  I  supported  the 
proposition  in  committee,  thinking  that  he  had 
an  equitable  claim  to  restoration. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withoQt 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  afid 
read  the  third  time.  , 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted— yeas  20,  nays  18;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Aloom.  Anthony,  Bavard.  Blair. 
Olayton.  Colei  Gerbeiti  Oracia.  F^ts7  m  Miekif u, 
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Qoldthwaite.  Hill,  Morton,  Ofborn,  Pomeroy.  Rob- 
•rtaoiij^awyer.  Seolt,  Bpeneer,  Stockton,  and  Win- 
doift-^. 

NATS— MoBBrt.  Ames.  Boreman,  Caldwell,  Cam- 
eron, Ooopor,  Davis  ^  Wett  Virginia.  Hamilton  of 
TezM.  Hwtaa,  fiitolioock,  Kelly.  MorriU  of  Maine. 
Norwood,  Pratt,  ^ioe,  Stevenson,  Stewart.  Tram- 
ball,  and  Wrirhl— 18. 

ABSBNT— Messrs.  Brown  low.  Boekingham.  Car- 
penter, easterly. €handler.  Conkling.  Davis  of  Ken - 
tneky,  Bdmnnds,  Penton,  Ferry  of  Conneoticnt, 
Flanagan.  FreUnffhoyven,  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of 
Maryland.  Hamlif.  Howe.  Johnston,  KeIIogg.Lewi8. 
Logan.  Morrill  df  Vermont.  Nye,  Patterson,  Pool. 
RABMy._Saiilibary;  Bohnrc  Shermani  6|»ragae. 
bamner,  Xlkaj39an.Ti|^t<m,  Viokers.  West,  and  Wil- 
son—35l 

So  the  bill  W93  passed. 

BXBCUTITB  SESSION. 

The  VICE  FRESIDBNT.  The  executive 
flexion  of  the  Senate  will  now  oomiaence. 

The  Sieoate  prooeeded  to  the  consideration 
of  ^x^cotiTO  hasipess,  apd  afber  ten  mioates 
spent  tborein  the  doors  were  reopened. 

RKMOVAL  OF  CADSBS  FfiOM  8TATB  COURTS. 

Mr.  CONKLING  submitted  the  following 
report: 

The  cpnunittee  of  oonferenco  on  the  disagreeing 
Totea  of  the  two  Houses  upon  Senate  bill  No.  7S^ 
<  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  amend  an 
aoc  antitJed  *Aji  aetfior  the  removal  of  oansesin  cer- 
tain ^asetirpmStateconrts,'  approved  July  27, 1866." 
approved  March  2. 18S7,)  having  met,  after  full  and 
free  conference  have  agreed  to  recommend,  and  do 
recommend  to  their  respective  Houses,  as  follows: 

That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
'  H<>aM.amvid)edasfoliows.as  asabstitutefor  thebill: 

Se  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  qf  Representr 
nfivem  ef  ihe  UnUed  5St«i/««  <nf  America  in  Oongrtee  cu- 
•tmbletU  Thatwhanever  a  personal  aotion  has  been 
or  shall  be  hrp vht  in  any  State  court  by  an  alien 
aga&iat  any  citiRn  of  a  State  who  is.  or  at  the  time 
the  alleged  aedon  aocnied  was  acivil  officer  of  the 
United  IkAiep.  being  non-resident  of  that  State 
wherein  Jurisdiction  is  obtained  by  the  State  court 
by  the  personal  service  of  process,  such  action  may 
be  removed  into  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  in  and  for  the  district  in  which  the  defend- 
ant shall  h«ve  b«gn  served  with  pEOoesa.  in  the  same 
manner  as  now  provided  for  the  removal  of  an  ac- 
tion bronght  in  a  State  court  by  the  provisions  of 
section  three  df  the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  entitled 
"An  act  fucthiBr  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
duties  on  imports." 

1B5SC0B  CONKLING. 
PRBDBRIOK  T.  FRKLiNGHUYSEN. 
SU  aAUIiSBURY. 

Managere  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 


JOHN  A.  BIKQHAM. 

UIiYr 


rSSjSS  MERCUR, 

Mauagere  on  the  part  tf  the  Houee. 

The  report  was  concorred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RAMSEY,  the  Senate  (at 
five  o'clock  p.  m.)  adjonmed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPBESENTATIVES. 
MojTDAT,  March  25,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Joomal  of  Saturday  last  was  read  and 
approred. 

OBBJBB  OF  BUSINKSiJ. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  Monday,  the 
first  buBineaa  in  ordet  during  the  morning  hour 
ia  the  c«Ui|ig  of  the  States  and  Territones  for 
the  introdaction  of  bills  and  point  resolutions 
for  reference  to  their  appiopnate  committees, 
not  to  be  broqght  back  into  the  House  by 
ra otions  to  reconsider.  Under  this  call  memo- 
rials and  resolutions  of  State  and  territorial 
Le^lAtores  may  be  presented  for  printing  and 
reference.  The  morning  hour  now  begins  at 
three  minntes  fkfter  twelve  o'clock. 

MART  E.  WALKKIl. 

^  Mr.  LANSING  introduced  a  bill  (U.  R. 
No.  2058)  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  Mary 
E.  Walker  for  services  in  the  Army ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Coma&itteQon  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
<o  be  printed. 

BCHOOMXR  JK8SIB  DRUHHOND. 

Mr.  LAN3ING  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
H.  No.  2069)  to  authorize  the  issuing  of  a  cer- 
tificate of  rejgistry  to  the  schooner  Jessie  Drum- 
iDond ;  which  was  road  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
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JOSIAH  HILTON. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2060)  granting  a  pension  to  Josiah 
Hilton,  of  Steuben  county,  New  York  ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  bo  printed. 

NORTHBEN  PACIFIC   RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Mr.  cox  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.^1) 
to  amend  a  resolution  authorizing  the  North- 
ern Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  issue  bonds, 
&c.,  approved  March  81, 1870 ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Paci6c  Railroad,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

JOHN  J.  GLADKK. 

Mr.  BIRD  introduced  a  joint  resolution  (H. 
R.  No.  114)  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  Cladck ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.' 

BANKRUPTCY  ACT. 

Mr.  MERCUR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2062)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *^An  act  to 
establish  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy 
throughout  the  United  States,*'  approved 
March  2, 1867,'  and  the  several  acts  amendatory 
thereof;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi* 
ciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

B.  S.  ROBERTS. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2063)  for  the  relief  of  B.  8.  Roberts, 
brevet  brigadier  general  United  States 
Army;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred,  with  the  aceompanyinjp;  memo- 
rial, to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflnirs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

SOLDIBRS'  AND  BAILORS'  ORPHANS. 

Mr.  NEGLEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2064)  incorporating  the  National  Union  Sol- 
diers' and  Sailors'  Orphans'  Indostrial  Train- 
ing-School Association ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  bo  printed. 

MISSISSIPPI  LBTEBS. 

Mr.  NEGLEY  also  introdnoed  a  biU  (H. 
R.  No.  2066)  to  constnict  and  aid  in  rebuild- 
ing the  levees  on  the  Mississippi  river,  and  for 
other  paiposes ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  select  Committee 
on  the  Mississippi  Levees,  and  ordered  to  bo 
printed. 

SUSAN  W.  MECHKM. 

Mr.  ARCHER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
20661  granting  a  pension  to  Susan  W.  Mechem; 
whicn  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HBMOYAL  OF  POLITICAL  DldABILlTIBS. 

Mr.  SHOBER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2067)  relieving  certain  citizens  of  North  Caro- 
lina therein  named  from  political  disabilities : 
which  was  read  a  first  and  secoad  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciacy. 

Mr.  THOMAS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2068)  to  remove  the  political  disabilities  im- 
posed by  the  fourteenth  article  of  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
from  William  Robinson  and  other  citizens  of 
North  Carolina  therein  named;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

KLECTIONS. 

Mr.  WHITELEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2069)  to  provide  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  second  section  of  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States : 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referrea 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

RRMOYAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIU). 

Mr.  McINTYRE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
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No.  2070)  to  relieve  from  political  disabilities 
John  BilbOf  of  Chatham  county,  Daniel  U. 
McNeill,  of  Brooks  county,  Arthur  P.  Wright, 
of  Thomas  county,  and  other  citizens  of  Geor- 
gia ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

ELECTION  OF  POSTMASTERS. 

Mr.  HANDLEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2071)  to  authorize  the  election  of  post- 
masters by  the  people ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time. 

Mr.  HANDLEY.  I  move  that  this  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Reform  of  the 
Civil  Service,  and  printed. 

Mr.  FARN3W0RTH.  I  think  that  bill 
should  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on*  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HANDLEY.  I  am  not  strenuous  aboot 
my  motion. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  think 
it  should  go  to  the  Committee  on  Reform  of 
tho  Civil  Servioe.  as  several  similar  proposi- 
tions are  now  betore  that  committee. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Yery  well ;  I  T^ill 
not  object. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  referred  to  the 
select  Committee  on  the  Reorganization  of  the 
Civil  Service  of  the  United  States,  nod  or4ered 
to  be  printed. 

SCIIOOL-UOUSB  SITES. 

Mr.  HANDLEY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2072)  to  reserve  from  sale  or  ^try 
public  lands  upon  which  public  school-hdiises 
nave  been  erected ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

I'AYMRNT  OF  COTTON  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  HANDLEY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2078)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  to  the  claimants  the  proceeds 
of  certain  cotton  seized  in  violation  01  instruc- 
tions from  the  Treasury  Department  and 
which  have  been  covered  into  the  Treasury } 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  ATOPBLIKA,  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  HANDLEY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2074)  to  erect  a  post  office  building  in 
the  city  of  Opclika,  Alabama;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

nENRY  WAIIB. 

Mr.  SHELDON  introduced  a  bill  <H.  R. 
No.  2075)  for  therelief  of  Henry  Ware;  whioh 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

UPPER  RED  BITER  RAFT  COMPANY. 

Mr.  MOREY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2076)  confirming  the  rights  and  privileges 
granted  to  the  upper  Red  River  Kail  Com- 
pany by  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A.  a.  COLLINS. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  Ohio,  introduced  a  bill(H. 
R.  No.  2077)  for  the  reUef  of  A.  G.,  Collins  ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and, 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claimsi  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

WILLIAM  MOORE. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP  introduced  a  biU  (H.  K. 
No.  2078}  for  the  relief  of  William  Moore, 
late  a  private  in  company  K,  seventy-third 
regiment  Ohio  infantry  volunteers ;  which  was 
road  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee    of  Claims,   and    ordered   to   be 

P""*"^-  F.  W.  FEE. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  207»)  for  the  relief  of  F.  W.  Fee, 


1954 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  25. 


late  lieutenant  first  Eentncky  infantry  volan- 
tieers ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

HABMONY,  FBATBRNITT,  AND  PBOSPBBITY. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2080)  to  promote  uniform  harmony,  fraternity, 
and  prosperity  in.ali  the  governments  and  peo- 
ple coinposing  tne  Federal  Union  ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

BLIZABBTH  D.  OBBMAN. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2081)  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  D.  Ger- 
man, of  Tennessee ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

J.  W.  LAWLB88. 

Mr.  GOLLADATalso  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2082)  for  the  relief  of  J.  W.  Lawless; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BBMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABlLlTIBd. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2088)  to  remove  the  political  disabil- 
ities of  certain  citizens  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WHITTHORNE  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2084^  to  remove  the  political  disabil- 
ities of  certain  citizens  of  the  State  of  Tennes- 
see; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ADMINISTBATION  OP  JUSTICR. 

Mr.  VOORHEES  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2085)  to  advance  the  administration  of 
justice;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIBS. 

Mr.  BURDETT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2086)  for  the  removal  of  disabilities ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

JOSIAU  CUNNINGHAM. 

Mr.  HAVENS  introduced  a.bill(H.  R.  No. 
2087)  for  the  relief  of  Josiah  Cunningham  ; 
whicn  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

REFUNDING  OF  DUTIES. 

Mr.  WALDRON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  -2088)  to  ^  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  refund  certain  duties  collected 
without  authority  of  law ;  which  was  read  a 
fint  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

CHICAGO  RELIEF  BILL. 

Mr.  WALDRON  also  {iresented  a  concur- 
rent resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Michigan,  in  regard  to  the  Chicago  relief 
bill  now  pending  in  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

JBDBDIAH  GRAY. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  2089^  granting  a  pension  to 
Jedediah  Gray,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812  ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revolutionarv  Pensions 
and  War  of  1812,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SALK  OF  MIDDLE  ISLAND,  SAGINAW  RIVER. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2090)  to  authorize  the  sale  of  Middle 
Ground  or  Island,  in  Saginaw  river,  in  the  State 
of  Michigan  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 


ond time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

UNIFORM  RAILWAY  CHARGES,  ETC. 

Mr.  McCRARY  introduced  abill  (H.  R.  No. 
2091,)  to  require  uniform  charges  for  transfer- 
ring ^ight  and  passengers  by  railroad  com- 
panies and  other  common  carriers,  and  to  pre- 
vent unjust  discrimination  in  favor  of  or  against 
particular  persons  or  places ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

MADISON  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION. 

Mr.  McCRARY  also  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  (H.  R.  No.  116)  for  the  relief  of 
the  Madison  Library  Association,  of  Fort 
Madison,  Lee  county,  Iowa ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RECLAIMED  LANDS  IN  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2092)  relating  to  the  disposition  of  cer- 
tain lands  to  be  reclaimed  in  sections  four- 
teen, twenty-three,  and  twenty-six,  in  town 
sixteen,  north  of  range  twenty,  in  the  county 
of  Sheboygan,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred, with  accompanying  papers,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

POST  OFFICE  AT  RACINE,  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin  for  a  post  office 
at  Racine,  Wisconsin ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HAWAIIAN  BARK  FLORENCE. 

Mr.  SARGENT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2093)  to  grant  an  American  register  to  the 
Hawaiian  bark  Florence;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PLACERVILLB  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  SARGENT  also  presented  a  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  California  Legislature,  prayine 
that  if  the  Placerville  railroad  is  not  constructed 
by  1873  the  lands  granted  in  favor  thereof  be 
declared  forfeited;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

WEIGHT  OF  SILVER  COIN. 

Mr.  HOUGHTON  presented  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  California, 
re()uesting  that  the  weight  of  silver  coin  be 
raised  to  the  standard  of  1850;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Coinage,  Weights, 
and  Measures,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PROCfiBDS  OF  PUBLIC  LAND  SALES. 

Mr.  HOUGHTON  also  presented  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
California,  relative  to  the  donation  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  to  the  States  and  Territories  in 
which  such  lands  are  situated  for  the  support 
of  public  schools ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ROUND  VALLEY  INDIAN  RESERVATION. 

Mr.  COGHLAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2094)  to  provide  for  the  sale  to  actual  set- 
tlers of  the  surplus  lands  of  the  Round  Valley 
Indian  reservation ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

SEA-WALL  AT  TRINITY    HARBOR,  CALIFORNIA. 

Mr.  COGHLAN  also  presented  joint  res- 
olution of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Cal- 
ifornia, asking  an  appropriation  for  a  sea-wall 
or  breakwater  at  Trinity  harbor,  in  said  State; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


H.  H.  h'oOLLET. 

Mr.  KENDALL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2095)  for  the  relief  of  H.  H.  McCoUey ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

CORRECTION  OF  OFFICER'S  RECCED. 

Mr.  GARFIELDE,  of  WashiDgton,  iotro 
duced  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  116) 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  correct 
an  Army  officer's  record;  which  was  read  & 
first  and  second  lime,  referred  to  the  Commit 
tee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

QKOROX  W.  BLACK. 

Mr.  ARMSTRONG  introduced  a  bill  (H.R. 
No.  2096)  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Black ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  order»i 
to  be  printed. 

DAKOTA  RAILROAD  C0HPARIB8. 

Mr.  ARMSTRONG  also  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2097)  granting  the  right  of  vsj 
to  certain  railroad  companies  in  the  Territorj 
of  Dakota  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WYOMING  TBRRITORT. 

Mr.  JONES  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No. 
2098)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *' An  act  to 
provide  a  temporary  government  for  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wyoming,**  approved  Julj  26, 1868; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDER  OF  BI78INBB8. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  States  and  Territo 
ries  having  been  called  for  bills  on  leave  aod 
joint  resolutions,  they  will  next  be  called  for 
resolotions,  and  the  pending  bill  under  this 
call  is  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1647)  sapplemental 
to  an  act  entitled  *' An  act  to  protect  all  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  in  their  civil  rightj, 
and  to  furnish  the  means  for  their  vindicatioD.' 
'  The  pending  question  is  on  a  motioQ  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  NiBLiCK,]  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Frtb]  that  be 
consent  to  the  reference  of  this  bill  to  the 
Committee  ou  the  Judiciary,  so  as  to  allot 
other  bills  and  resolutions  to  be  introduced 
during  the  remainder  of  the  morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  enter- 
tain debate  during  the  morning  hoar  of  Mon- 
day. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Then  I  move  that  (he 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  I  rise  to  make  a  motioo 
of  higher  privilege.  I  move  that  when  the 
House  adjourns  to-day  it  be  to  meet  on  Wed- 
nesday ;  and  on  that  motion  I  askforthejeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  nt^tive — ^yeas  18,  nays  161,  not  voting 
71 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS -Messrs.  Archer,  Biggs.  Bird,  CampWl 
Davis,  Dox,  Da  Bose.  Goiladay.  Hanks,  Kerr.  Mc 
Neely,  Niblaok.  Potter.  Roosevelt. '  Shober,  >»i> 
Tramp,  Wincheater.  and  Yoang—lS.  .     ... 

NAYS— Messrs.  Acker.  Adams.  Ames.  Arenli. 
Barber.  Barry,  Beatty.  Bevoridge.  Big  by,  Aosuu 
Blair.  Bright.  George  M.  Brooks,  Bnckley.  Bflffin- 
ton.  Borohard,  Burdett.  Caldwell,  Cobum.  Cogblvi. 
Conger.  Conner,  Cotton,  Cox.  Crocker,  Crow  "«. 
Dickey,  Donnan.  Duell,  Dunnell.  Bamw,  JSmj": 
Ely.  Farnsworth.  Farwell.  Pinkelnburg.  Cb««f 
Foster.  Henry  D.  Fost«r,  Wilder  D.  Foiier.  nye. 
Garfield.  Gets.  Goodrich,  Griffith.  Hale,  H&mbl|to8. 
Hancock.  Handiey.  Harmer.  Harper,  George  K.  n*[ 
ris.  John  T.  Harris.  Havens,  Hawley.  Hajr.  Htf^* 
Gerry  W.  Haselton,  John  W.  Haaelton,  HerBdoa, 
Hibbard,  Hill,  Hoar.  Hooper.  Houghton.  Kelw. 
Ketcham.  Killlnger.  King,  Lamispn.  Lamport.  Uo- 
sinir.  Leach.  Lewis,  Lowe,  L^noh.  Manson,  Mtyo^' 
McClelland.  McCormick.  McGrew,  Molntyrc.  Mc- 
Jankin,  Mercar,  Merriam,  Merritk.  Benjwnin  r- 
Meyers,  Mitohell.  Monroe.  Moore.  Horey.  Leoo^ 
Myers.  Negley,  6rr,  Packard.  Palmer.  B««»,V 
Parker,  Isaac  C.  Parker.  Peck.  Pendleton.  Aaroo  i. 
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r«rr]r.  PoTand,  Prindle.  Randall,  Read.  Edward  T. 
Rice,  John  M.  Rioe.  Ritchie.  Ellis  a.  Roberts. 
Ru9k.  Sarfrent.  Sawyer.  Soofiela,  Sessions.  Shanks. 
(^beldoD.bhellabarffer,  Sherwood,  Shoemaker,  Sla- 
ter. SI0S8.  II.  Boardman  Smith.  John  A.  Smith, 
Thomas  J.  Spew,  Spragae.  Starkweather,  Steyens, 
Stevenson,  Storm,  Stougnton.  Stowell,  Srpher, 
Thoma.-i,  Washington  Townsend,  Tyner,  Upson, 
Vaughan,  Voorhees,  Waddell,  Wakeman.  Walden, 
Waldron.  Wallace.  Warren.  Wells.  Wheeler,  White- 
ley.  Whitthome.  Willard.  Williams  of  Indiana.  Wil- 
liams of  Now  York,  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  and 
Wood-151. 

NOT  VOTING— Measn.  Ambler.  Arthur,  Banks, 
Barn  am.  Beck.  Bell,  Bingham.  James  G.  Blair. 
Boles.  Braxton.  James  Brooks.  Benjamin  F.Butler, 
Roderick  R.  Butler,  Carroll.  WiUiam  T.  Clark,  Free- 
man Clarke,  Cobb,  Comingo,  Crebd.  Creely,  Critcher, 
Darrall,  Dawes,  Be  Large,  Duke,  BIdredge.  Forkor, 
Garrett^  Ualdoman.  Halsey.  Hereford.  Holoun,  Kel- 
logg, Kendall,  Kinsella.  Marshall,  McCrary,  Mc- 
Henry.  MoKoe.  MoKisney,  Morgan,  Morphis,  Faek- 
er,  Peroe.  Bli  Perry,  Peters,  Piatt,  Porter,  Price. 
Rainey.  William  R.  Roberts.  Robinson,  Rogers, 
Seeley,  Slocum.  Worthington  C.  Smith.  Snapp,  Sny- 
der. R.  Milton  Sneer,  Strong,  St.  John,  Sutherland. 
Swann.  Taffe.  Terry,  Dwtght  Townsend.  Turner, 
TathUl,  Twichell.  Walls,  and  John  T.  Wilson-71. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Eldredge's 
motion,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BLDBBDGE.  The  morning  hour  hav- 
ing expired,  I  withdraw  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  [Mr.  Eluott]  has  risen  to  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rules.  But  before  submit- 
ting that  question,  the  Chair  will  now  receive 
bills  for  reference  only  from  members  who 
were  not  in  when  their  States  were  called. 

NBW  UBXICO  AND  CENTRAL  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  POLAND,  hy  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2099)  to  incor- 
porate the  New  Mexico  and  Central  Railroad 
Company,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

NEW  MEZIOO  AND  QULF  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  POLAND  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  f  H.  R.  No.  2100)  to  author- 
ize the  building  or  the  New  Mexico  and  Gulf 
railway,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

A.  RO8S. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2101)  for  the 
relief  of  A.  Ross,  United  States  Navy;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred, 
with  the  accompanying  papers,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  NAVY  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, introdueed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2102)  in 
relation  to  the  distribution  of  prise  money  in 
the  Navy ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committ^  on  Naval 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBUOVAL  or  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  STOWELL,  by  unanimous .  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (U.  R.  No.  2108)  to  remove 
the  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  from  certain 
persons  named  therein ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time^  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

ADDISON  G00DBLL8. 

Mr.  MOORE,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2104)  for  the  relief  of 
Addison  Goodells,  of  Illinois;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims, 

RBIfOVAL  OP  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Mississippi,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2105)  to 
remove  the  civil  and  political  disabilities  of 
certain  persons  named  therein ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 


QBOUGB  S.  riSUER. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2106)  to  reim- 
burse George  S.  Fisher  for  losses  sustained  by 
the  burning  of  a  building  of  the  United  States 
at  Kanagawa,  in  Japan,  in  1866 ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

C.  BASKBRVILLM  AND  H.  B.  WUITFIBLD. 

Mr.  BARRY,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2107)  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Baskerville  and  Henrv  B.  Whitfield, 
and  to  compensate  them  for  valuable  services 
rendered  to  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  CRITCHER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2108^  to  remove 
the  disabilities  of  certain  persons  m  Virginia ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

ARKANSAS  COLLEGE  SCRIP. 

Mr.  HANKS,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2109)  to  authorize  the 
issuance  of  agricultural  college  scrip  to  the 
State  of  Arkansas ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Agriculture,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RESERVOIRS  IN  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2110)  to  construct 
one  or  two  night  accumulating  reservoirs  on 
the  northern  border  of  the  city  of  Washington ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL   DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  VAUGHAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2111)  for  the  re- 
moval of  political  disabilities  firom  persons  in 
the  State  of  Tennessee;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2112)  for  the  removal 
of  the  political  disabilities  of  the  persons 
therein  named;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judicyury. 

DUTIES  ON  SILK  GOODS. 

Mr.  HILL,  by  unanimous  consent,  presented 
the  memorial  of  over  eight  hundred  freehdd- 
ers,  merchants,  store-keepers,  mechanics,  and 
others,  citizens  of  the  city  of  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  asking  that  no  reduction  be  made  on 
the  present  duty  on  silk  goods  of  foreign  man- 
ufacture ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  ask  that  that  memorial  be 
printed  in  the  Globe. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  object  to  its  being 
printed  in  the  Globe,  and  suggest  that  it  be 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  miscellaneous 
documents. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 
tion, and  it  will  be  so  ordered. 

HARBOR  OF  BLACK  RIVBR,  OHIO. 

Mr.  MONROEi  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Hetohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  famish  this  House  with  any  recent  information 
whioh  may  hare  oome  into  his  possession  or  into  the 
possession  of  the  subordinate  offioers  of  his  Depart- 
ment, in  regard  to  the  need  of  farther  improvements 
in  the  harbor  of  Black  River,  Ohio. 

UNITBD  STATES  COURT  AT  LA  CR098B. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  by  unanimous 
consent,  reported  back  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  850)  to  change 
the  time  for  holding  the  circuit  and  district 
courts  of  the  United  States  for  the  western  dis-  . 
trict  of  Wisconsin,  at  La  Crosse,  with  amend-  1 


ments,  and  with  the  recommendation  that  it 
do  pass. 

The  bill  was  read.  The  first  section  pro- 
vides that  the  time  for  holding  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
western  district  of  Wisconsin,  at  La  Crosse, 
shall  be  the  second  Tuesday  of  September 
of  each  year,  instead  of  the  first  Monday 
of  December,  as  now  provided  by  law,  and 
that  the  December  term  at  La  Crosse  be 
abolished,  and  that  all  recoguiauuices,  indict- 
nients,  writs,  process,  and  other  proceedings, 
civil  and  criminal,  now  pending  in  said  court 
may  be  entered,  heard,  and  tried  at  the  time 
fixed  by  this  bill  for  the  holding  of  the  court. 
The  second  section  provides  that  this  -  act 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  term  of  said  court 
appointed  to  be  held  at  Madison,  in  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  nor  with  the  power  now  pos- 
sessed by  the  judges  of  the  court  to  order  a 
special  term  of  the  same. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee 

were  to  strike  out  in  line  four  of  section  one 

the  word  ''second''  and  insert  ''third;"  so 

that  the  term  of  the  court  shall  be  held  on  the 

third  Tuesday  of  September;  and  also  to  add 

to  the  first  section  the  following  proviso: 

ProvidecLhowevtr^  That  a  term  of  said  court  may 
be  held  in  December,  1872,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
forfeitures  and  recoffnisaooes  and  disposinr  of  any 
and  all  matters  pending  in  said  courts,  civil  or  crim- 
inal, necessary  to  be  disposed  of  at  said  court  to  pre- 
vent discoDtinuanoes  or  any  loss  of  any  right  that 
may  have  accrued  to  any  party  or  the  Government 
of  the  United  SUtes. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee 
were  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. . 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHIPPKWA  RS8BRVATI0N. 

Mr.  AVERILL,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented joint  resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of 
Minnesota,  asking  Congress  to  secure  a  ces- 
sion of  the  Chippewa  Indian  reservation  at 
the  month  of  Pigeon  river,in  the  State  of  Min- 
nesota ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WAGON-ROAD  IN  MINNKSOTA. 

Mr.  AVERILL  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Minnesota,  asking  Congress  for  an 
appropriation  to  complete  a  wagon-road  from 
Lalce  Superior  to  the  Lake  reservation  in  Min- 
nesota ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

KABT  OHMTSB  ORSBK.  . 

Mr.  POTTER,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

BmoIvmL,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  report  to  this  House  the  cost  of  removing  somuoh 
of  the  obstmotioDS  in  Bast  Chester  creek  as  lie 
between  the  points  marked  on  the  map  referred  to* 
in  the  report  of  the  chief  of  engineers,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 14. 1872.  as  tidalgauges  Nos.  1  and  2,  so  far  as  to 
afford  the  same  depth  of  water  above  station  No.  1, 
as  now  prevails  below  it. 

LBAVX  OF  ABBBNOB. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence 
for  three  days  was  granted  to  Mr.  Porter 
on  account  of  important  business. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence 
for  twenty  days  was  granted  to  Mr.  Ci^RK, 
of  Texas,  to  enable  him  to  attend  to  the  tak- 
ing of  testimony  in  bis-contested- election  case. 

BNROLIiED  BILL  SIONBD. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  examined  and  found  truly  enrolled  a  bill 
of  the  following  title  ;  when  the  Speaker  signed 
the  same : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  320)  to  authorize  the  restora- 
tion of  Gilbert  Mortou  to  the  naval  service. 
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FRKEDMEN  S  DUBEAU. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  uaanimoaa  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  in  relation  to  the  Bureau  of 
Refugees,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Freed- 
men's  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FORT  COLLINS  MILTTABT  RBSBRVATION. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in-  relation  to  the  Fort  Collins  mil- 
itary reserration :  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

THOMAS  A .  ELLIOTT. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
Thomas  A.  Elliott ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

MOBILE  HARBOR. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  tq  a  resolatlon  of 
the  House  of  the  7th  instant,  in  relation  to  the 
improvement  of  the  harbor  of  Mobile,  Ala- 
bama ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

FACXriP  RAILI&OAD  COMPANIES. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  March  11,  1872,  in 
relation  to  the  virions  P^ific  Railroad  Com- 
panies I  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

UNITJtp  STATES  TREAaUREIf . 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittini^  a  re- 
port of  the  committee  appointed  to  examine 
the  office  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Expenditures  in  the  Treasury  Department. 

COALS  OF  TUB  VAOIFIC  COAST. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  March  22,  1872,  transmit- 
ting the  report  of  Chief  Engineer  B.  F.  Isher- 
wood,  United  States  Navy,  upon  experiments 
on  the  coals  of  the  Pacific  coast. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  that  this  com- 
munication be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RELIEF  TO  CHICAGO. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Wisconsin  against  the  passage 
of  the  bill  for  the  remission  of  import  duties 
on  building  material  to  be  used  in  rebuilding 
the  burned  district  of  Chicago,  and  urging 
other  modes  of  relief  in  her  behalf;  whicn 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ADDITIONAL  MES8ENCIER. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous 

consent,  submitted  the  following  resolution  ; 

which  was  read,  considered,  and  adopted : 

Retolvedf  That  the  Committee  on  Acoounts  be 
anthoriied  to  allow  a  meweof  er  to  the  official  re- 
porters' room  during  such  period  as  they  may  deem 
neceaoxy. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was 
adopted ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MAROAKET  NTCE. 

Mr.  PECK,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported  || 
from  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  a  bill  | 
(H.  R.  No.  2114)  granting  a  pension  to  Mar-  ii 


garet  Nyce ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  place  on  the  pension- 
rolls,  subject  to  the  limitations  and  provisions 
of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  or  Mar^ret 
Nyce,  mother  of  William  Nyce,  late  a  pnvate 
in  company  K,  one  hundredth  regiment  of 
Ohio  volunteers,  to  take  effect  from  the  1st 
dav  of  January,  1870. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  beinj^  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PECK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  movpd 
that  the  motion  to  reconsi4er  be  laid  on  the 
.  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

uatden's  geological  subvby. 

Mr.  SARGENT,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub" 
mitted  tlie  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  and  under  the  law  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing: 

Retolved,  (the  Senate  conourrinff,)  That  there  be 
printed  five  thouaand  copies  of  Professor  Hay  den's 
report  of  the  geoloeieal  survey  of  Colorado  and  New 
Mexico  for  the  rear  1869:  two  tbooaand  copies  for 
the  use  of  the  Uoose  of  Bepresentatives,  one  thou- 
sand  copioi  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  one  thousand 
for  the  use  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior*  and 
one  thousand  for  distribution  by  the  Smithsonian 
Institation. 

CIVIL  niOHTS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  question  is 
upon  the  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina,  [Mr.  Elliott,]  which  will  be 
read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

Jie»cl99d,  That  the  mice  be  so  suspended  as  to 
bring  House  bill  No.  1647  before  the  House  for  eon- 
sideration,  to  the  exolosion  of  other  orders,  on  Wed- 
nesday, April  10.  at  two  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  title  of  the  bill  referred  to  in  the  resolu* 
tion  is  as  follows: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1647)  supplementary  to 
an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  protect  all  citizens 
of  the  United  States  in  their  civil  rights,  and 
to  furnish  the  means  for  their  vindication.'' 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Is  it  in  order  to  call  for 
the  ceadiog  of  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  can  dispense 
with  its  reading. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Is  that  the  same  bill 
now  pending  in  the  morning  hour  of  Monday? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  call  for  the  veas  and 
nays  on  the  n^otion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  call  for  the  reading  of 
the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  hais  already  been  read 
four  or  five  times. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Then  I  object  to  its  being 
read  now. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Is  it  in  order  to  have 
the  bill  read  at  length. 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Then  I  call  for  the 
reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  hope  the  bill  will  not 
be  read.  The  pending  proposition  i^  a  mode 
of  getting  this  bill  out  of  the  morning  hour  of 
Monday,  so  that  we  can  have  it  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  right  of  a  member 
is  absolute  under  the  rules  to  have  this  bill 
read  pending  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules, 
unless  the  rules  be  suspended  so  as  to  take 
away  that  right.  That  is  a  subsidiary  motion, 
and  can  be  now  made. 

Mr.  MAYNAED.  I  will  not  make  that 
motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  will  be  read  at 
length. 

The  Clerk  read  the  bill  in  full. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  order- 
ing the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rules. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 


Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  desire  to  make  a  par- 
liamfsntary  inquiry. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  hear  the 
gentleman  if  no  objection  is  made. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  If  this  motion  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  shall  prevail,  will  the  effect  of  it 
be  to  take  this  bill  out  of  the  morning  hour  of 
Monday  and  disembarrass  ns  hereafter  of  that 
bill  on  Monday? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  take  the  bill  out 
of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  SCOrlELD.  Will  this  force  our 
friends  on  the  other  gide  to  vote  one  way  or 
the  other  on  this  bill? 

Mr.  COX.    Is  debate  in  order? 

Tbe  SPEAKER.    It  is  not  ? 

Ux,  COX«    Then  I  object  to  debate. 

Th^  question  was  then  taken;  and  there 
were — ^yeas  98,  nayp  90,  not  yotiog  62 ;  as  fol- 
lows : 

TEAS— Metan. 
Beatty,  Beveridre,  . 

George  M.  Brodn,  isaoueiy,  jmrnaton,  sarenara. 
Bordett,  Coghlan,  Conger,  Uotton,  Dewes,  Diekej, 
Donnan,  Dunnell.  Barnes,  Blliott.  Ktafcelnbars. 
Charles  Foster,  Wilder  D.  Fdtter.  Fire,  Qurficld. 
Qoodrioh,  Harmer.  George  B.  Hama,Haveos.  Uaw- 
ley,  Gerry  W.  Haselton.^ohn  W.'ffizel ton.  Hill. 
Hoar,Uooper.Hoaghton,KeIley.Ke(^faam.Killioffcr. 
Lamport.  Lansing.  Lowe,  Maynard,  McOraiY.  Ue- 
Junkin.  Merenr.Merriaoi.  Monroe.  M^re,  Morey. 
Leonard  Myers.  Kegley.  Orr,  Paek^,  Palmer,  Isaac 
G.  Parker,  Peek,  Pendleton.  Perce,  Aaron  F.  Perry. 
Poland,  Prindie,  Ellii  H.  Roberts,  Bui^  6ax«eat, 
Sawyer,  Soofteld,  3banks,  Sheldon.  Shellahnif er. 
Shoemaker,  H.  Boardmiin  Smith,  John  A.  Smith. 
Thomas  J.  Speer,  Spragoe,  Starkweather.  Steveason. 
Stoaghtpn,  Stowell.  Sypher,  Taffe.  Thomas,  Wash- 
ington Townsend,  Tomer.  Tyner.  U pe6ti.  wakemaa, 
Welden.  Waldron,  Wnllaoe,  WhM^er,  Whiteler. 
Willard,  Williams  of  Indiana.  apA  Jer«miah  M. 
WUson-M.  ^ 

KAYS— Mcttra.  Aeker,  Adams,  Areher.  Artbar. 
Biggs.  Bird,  James  G.  Blair.  Bra^n,  BH«bt.  G:Ud- 
well,  Campbell,  Carroll.  Conner.  Coz.  Critdier. 
Crossland,  Daris,  I>ox.  Bn  Bose.  Duke,  Bldredge. 
Henry  D.  Foster.  Gets.  GoUaday.  QriSth.  Haide- 
man^ambleton,  Hanoock.  Uandley.  HankB*  Hmx^ 

Ser,  John  T.  Harris.  Hays,  Hemdon.  Hibbard,  Eeo- 
all,  Kerr,  King.  Lamiipn.  Leaob,  Lewis.  Manson. 
Marshall.  MoClelland.  MoCormtck.  MoGrew,  Me- 
Intyre,  MeNaely,  Meniek,_BenJamln  F.  Meyers, 
MitohelL  NiMaek.  Hoeea  %  Parktn  Sli  Pmy. 
Potter,  Price,  Rao^dall,  Read,  Edward  Y.  Rice.  John 
M.  Rice,  Ritchie,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sherwood. 
Sbober,  Slater,  Stoss.  Storm,  Swaan,  Terry.  Van 
^omp.Yaughga.Voorhees.  Waddell,  Warren,  Welb. 
Whitthome,  Williams  oT  New  York,  Winchester, 
and  Wood— eo. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Ambler.  Banks.  Barsam. 
Beck,  Bell,  Boles,  James  Brooks.  Benjamin  F.  Bai- 
ler, Roderick  R.  Butler.  WilUam  T.  Clark.  Free- 
man Clarke,  Cobb*  Cobom.  Comingo.  Orebs,  Crecly. 
Crocker.  BarraJl,  De  Large,  I>aeU,  Ely,  Faras- 
worth,  Farwell.  Forkor.  Garrett.  Hale,  Halsev.  Hay. 
Hereford,  Holman/Kellogjr  Kinsella.  Lvncb.  Me- 
Henry,McKeejMcIuBn«y,Morcan.Morphls^aoker. 
Peters.  Piatt,  Porter.  Rainey,  William  RTRoberts, 
Robinson,  Seeley,  Sessions,  Sloeum,  Wortbingtoc 
C.  Smith,  Snapp,  Snyder,  R.  Milton  Speer.  Stevens. 
Strong,  St.  John,  Sntherland.  Bwight  Townsend. 
Tathlll,  Twichell,  Walls.  John  T.  Wilson,  and 
Young— 62. 

So  (two  thirds  not  voting  in  fftvor  thereof) 
the  mption  to  suspend  the  roltts  was  not 
sgreed  to. 

During  the  roll-call  the  following  announce- 
ments were  made : 

Mr.  LYNCH.  On  this  question  I  am  paired 
with  the  gentleman  from  Indianat  Mr.  Hol- 
ICAN.  If  he  were  here  he  would  vote  '^  no,'' 
and  I  should  vote  '^ay." 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  My  coUeaj^e,  Mr. 
Cbebs,  has  been  called  aJi^ay  by  sickness  in 
his  family.  If  he  were  here  he  would  rote 
"  no." 

Mr.  LAMISON.     My  colleague,   Mr.  Mc 
EiNXST,  is  unavoidably  absent  fo-day.    If  he 
were  present  he  would  vote  ''no." 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  aononnced  a? 
above  stated. 

MC88AQB  FflOU  TOB  8BNATB 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stvp- 
SON,  one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that  th^ 
Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles  : 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  va^ 
requested:  '  • 

An  act  (S.  No.  873)  for  the  relief  of  J 
Ross  Browne,  late  minister  to  China; 

An  act  (3.  No.  854)  for  the  relief  of  certain 
officers  of  the  Navy ;  and 
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An  act  (S.  No.  855)  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  the  mariDO  hospital  and  groands  at  San 
FraQCT8c6. 

The  message  .also  annoaoced  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House  to  the  bill  (S.  No.  792)  in  addition  to 
an  act  entitled  ^^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled ^  An  act  for  the  removal  of  causes  in  cer- 
tain cases  from  State  courts,'  approved  Jaly 
27,  1866,"  approved  March  2, 1867,  had  asked 
a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses,  and  had  appointed  as  conferees 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate  Mr.  Coxkling,  Mr. 
FRELixGHCYSEy,  and  Mr.  Saulsbcrt. 

Mr.  BINQHAM.  I  move  that  the  House 
agree  to  the  conference  asked  by  the  Senate 
on  the  bill  (S.  No.  792)  just  returned  from 
that  bod  J. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SubseouentW, 

The  SPEAKER  announced  as  the  conferees 
on  the  part  of  the  House  Mr.  Bikoham  of 
Ohio,  Mr.  MxRCUR  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr. 
Potter  of  New  York. 

KEMOTAL  OF  FOLITICAL  i>I8AB(LlTieS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unani- 
moos  consent  to  introduce  a  bill  removing 
disabiliries  from  three  persons. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  announced  the  other  day 
that  there  should  be  no  more  bills  of  this  kind 
passed  by  unantttoas  consent.  Let  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    Very  well. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2118}  to  relieve  John 
A.  Simonton,  Robert  T.  C.  lucker,  and  Jesse 
Partridge  from  the  political  disabilities  im- 
posed by  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  read  a 
firat  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BALTIMORJS  AND  POTOUAO  RAILEOAD. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rales  to  pass  a  bill  to  confirm 
the  action  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  com- 
mon council  of  the  city  of  Washington  de&- 
ienating  a  depot  site  for  the  Baltimore  and 
rotomac  Railroad  Company,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  the 
Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad  Company 
shall  have  the  right  to  extend  its  tracks  from 
Vingioia  avenue  along  Sixth  street  to  the  open 
grounds  between  Sixth  street.  B  street  north, 
and  the  canal,  described  as  follows:  beginning 
at  the  southwest  corner  of  Sixth  street  and  S 
street  north,  running  west  one  hundred  and 
6fty  feet  along  B  street  north ;  thence  soath 
eight  hundred  and  two  feet  on  the  present 
line  of  the  canal ;  thence  east  ond  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  to  the  line  of  Sixth  street;  thence 
north  by  the  line  of  Sixth  street  to  the  place 
of  beginning;  and  the  said  company  shall,  so 
tar  as  the  United  States  can  provide,  have  the 
right  to  hold,  use,  and  occupy  the  said  grounds 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  thereon  a  pas- 
senger depot,  to  be  used  by  the  said  company 
for  passengers  and  express-freight  traffic,  and 
for  no  other  purpose. 

The  bill  further  provides  that  the  said  prop- 
erty so  occupied  by  the  said  company,  together 
with  the  improvements  which  may  be  put 
thereon,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  by  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  same  as  other  prop- 
erty in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  be 
used  exclusively  for  the  support  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  bistrict. 

It  provides  further  that  the  company  shall 
lay  no  more  than  two  tracks  along  Sixth  street, 
as  near  as  practicable  in  the  center  of  the 
btreet,  and  as  close  together  as  practicable  for 
trains  to  pass  over  them.  The  rails  used  for 
this  purpose  are  to  be  constructed  as  fiat  rails^ 
like  those  used  by  the  street  railroads,  so  as 
to  facilitate  wagon  and  carriage  travel  over  the 
same,  and  the  track  and  the  spaces  between 
it  are  to  be  kept  paved  with  some  suitable 
material  by  the  company,  which  is  also  to 


pave  with  proper  material  at  least  two  feet 
outside  of  the  track. 

It  is  further  provided  that  upon  the  opening 
of  a  carriage-road  through  the  public  reserva- 
tions and  crossing  Sixth  street  the  company 
shall  be  required  to  construct,  at  its  own  cost 
and  expense,  a  handsome  iron  bridge  of  ample 
width  and  height  to  enable  carriages  to  pass 
over  the  street  freely  and  without  danger,  in 
sucb  manner  and  at  such  place  as  the  officers 
or  other  persons  charged  with  the  duty  of 
opening  the  reservations  or  connecting  the 
same  as  a  public  park  shall  direct  The  com- 
pany are  further  required  to  adapt  the  grade 
of  its  tracks  to  that  which  may  at  any  time  be 
determined  upon  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
or  other  authorities  having  control  of  grades ; 
but  such  change  of  grade  shall  not  be  made 
as  will  practically  interfere  with  or  destroy  the 
use  of  tne  depot  by  the  trains  of  the  company ; 
provided  that  the  company  shall  pay  the  own- 
ers ot  private  property  along  the  line  of  Sixth 
street  and  Virginia  avenue,  by  which  the  said 
railroad  passes,  any  damages  which  said  prop- 
erty may  sustain  by  reason  of  the  laying  of 
this  track  along  Sixth  street,  and  the  assessed 
damages,  if  any,  shall  be  ascertained  in  man- 
ner and  form  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  February  5, 1867,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  authorize  the  extension,  construction, 
and  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Potomac  railroad  into  and  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia." 

It  is  provided  further  that  it  shall  be  un- 
derstood that  the  question  of  damages  referred 
to  in  the  bill  shall  be  confined  to  the  question 
of  the  appreciation  and  depreciation  of  the 
value  of  property  owned  along  the  said  street, 
and  also  that  the  railroad  company  shall  pay 
all  damages  for  which  the  city  of  Washington 
or  the  District  of  Columbia  or  the  United 
States  may  be  liable  to  private  property- hold- 
ers now  occupying  the  site  described  in  the 
bill  growing  out  of  their  being  required  to 
remove  their  property  from  the  same  and  sur* 
render  their  right  of  occupancy. 

It  is  further  provided  tnat  while  trains  are 
moving  to  and  from  Virginia  avenue  along 
Sixth  street  to  the  depot  the  company  shaU 
keep  fiagmen  at  the  several  street  corners  to 
warn  people  of  danger,  and  that  all  provisions 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common  coun- 
cil of  the  city  of  Washington  not  inconsistent 
with  the  bill  are  ratified  by  it. 

It  is  further  provided  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  3, 187 1,  granting  a  site 
for  a  passenger  depot  to  this  railroad  company 
on  Virgfnia  avenue  is  repealed,  to  take  effect 
when  the  company  obtain  possession  of  the 
depot  property  on  Sixth  street.  The  bill  fur- 
ther provides  thai  the  United  States,  by  act 
of  Congress,  shall  have  the  right  to  repeal  or 
modify  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  that  the 
track  of  the  company  shall  turn  out  of  Sixth 
street,  and  enter  the  depot  with  suitable  curva- 
tures at  tho  south  ena  thereof,  and  that  the 
depot  shall  not  extend  beyond  B  street  north, 
nor  shall  the  track  ever  extend  beyond  d 
street  north. 

The  question  recurred  on  suspending  the 
rules  andpassing  the  bill. 

Mr.  SWANN.  Will  the  gentleman  permit 
me  to  offer  an  amendment? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  my  motion. 

Mr.  SWANN.  Will  the  gentleman  permit 
a  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment  pending 
to  this  bill  on  Friday  last? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  do  not  yield 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
acHourn. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  desire  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion. This  bill  will  be  reached  to-morrow 
morning  in  its  regular  order,  but  one  fifth  of 
the  members  present  then  have  the  power  to 
filibuster  and  prevent  action,  and  it  is  for  that 
reason  the  friends  of  the  project  are  driven  to- 
day to  move  a  suspension  of  the  njes  requir- 


ing a  two-thirds  vote  in  order  to  put  the  bill 
upon  its  passage.  I  have  examined  the  bill, 
and  see  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  SWANN.     I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  wish  to  make  my  sug- 
gestion. 

Mr.  POLAND.    I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  insist  on  my  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  hJave  a  proposition  to 
make  ^ 

Mr*  POLAND.    I  object. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  will  not  object. 

Mr.  ELDREDQE.  I  think  we  should  hear 
the  proposition,  because  if  it  now  comes  to  a 
vote  only  one  motion  to  adioum  can  be  made 
before  the  vote  must  be  taken  on  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules  and  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Objection  being  made, 
the  Chair  must  put  the  question  on  the  motion 
to  adjourn.  * 

The  House  divided  ;  and  there  were*-ayes 
25,  noes  97. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

UNITED  STATB8  COORTS. 

Mr.  LEACH.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
submit  a  unanimous  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Revision  of  the  Laws  of  the 
United  States.  The  terms  of  the  courts  con- 
flict ;  that  is,  the  term  of  the  State  Courts  and 
the  term  of  the  Utiited  States  courts;  and  tho 
United  States  district  jndees  are  in  favor  of  the 
proposed  change.  It  wifi  be  too  late  to  issue 
process  unless  the  bill  be  passed  to-day.  It  is 
merely  to  change  the  time  for  holding  a  term 
of  the  United  States  circuit  and  district  courts 
at  Harrisonburg,  Virginia,  and  I  hope  there 
will  be  no  objection. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  LEACH,  from  the  Committee  on  Re- 
vision of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States, 
reported  back  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1588)  to 
change  the  time  for  holding  the  spring  term 
of  the  United  States  circuit  and  district  courts 
at  Harrisonburg,  Virginia,  with  the  recom- 
mend<ition  that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that 
instead  of  the  time  now  provided  for  in  the 
act  approved  February  1,  1872,  to  change  the 
times  for  holding  the  circoit  and  district  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of 
Virginiai  for  holding  the  spring  term  at  Har- 
risonburg, in  that  State,  said  courts  shall  be 
held  thereat  on  the  Tuesday  afler  the  first 
Monday  in  May  in  each  year. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  LEACH  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  move^ 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BALTIMORE  AND   POTOMAC  RAIL&OAD. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  82,  nays  136,  not  voting 
72;  as  follows: 

YBA8— 'Mmstb.  Adoma.  Arob«r.  Artbor.  Beatty, 
Campbell.  Carroll.  Coz,  Duke.  Oarfleld.  Ham bleton. 
Hay,  Hibbard.  Kerr,  Leaoh,  Manson.  Mottrew,  Ho* 
Hanry.  Moln^re.  MoNeely.  Merriok,  Monroe.  Nib- 
laok.  Potter.  Kead,  John  M.  Rioe.  Ritehie.  Swann. 
Terry.  Van  Tramp.  Willard.  Winoheiter.  and 
Wood— 82. 

NATS  "Messrs.  Aoker.  Amee»  Barber.  Barry. 
Beck.  Beveridce.  Bigby,  Bint,  Binvham.  Bird. 
Bricht,  Buckley.  BaHinton.  Barohurd,  Bardett, 
Caldwell,  Confer.  Conner,  Crocker,  Cruasland.  Dar- 
rail,  Dawes,  Dickey,  Donnan.  Doz,  Duell,  Dunneli. 
Eamei.  Eldredfe.  Elliott,  Farnaworth,  Finkeln- 
burf,  A^ilder D.Foster, Frye. Qets, Ooiladay,0ood- 
rich.  QriflBth,  Ualdemao.  Hale,  Handley,  Haoka, 
Harmer,  HaRKBr.  JohnT.  Harris.  Havens,  Haw  ley, 
Hays^erry  W.Haselton,  John  W.  Haielton.  Hera- 
don.  Hill,  Hoar.  Hooper,  Honghton.  Kelley.  Ken- 
dall, Ketoham,  Killinger.  King,  Lamison,  Lamport, 
Laneing,  Lewii.  Iiowe,  Lynob,  Marshall,  Maynard, 
McClelland.  MoJunkio.  Meroar.  Morriam,  Benjamin 
F.  Meyen ,  Mitobell,  Moore,  Morey.  Leonard  Myers. 
Negley.  Orr.  Packard.  Palmer,  flosea  W.  Parker. 
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Peck,  Pendleton,  Aaron  F.  Perry,  EU  Perry.  Price, 
Prindle,  Uandall.  Edward  Y.  Rice.  Ellis  U.  Rob- 
erts. Roosevelt,  Rusk.  Sargent,  Sawyer.  Soofiold, 
Sessions.  Shanks.  Sheldon,  Saellabarger,  Sherwood, 
Shober,  Shoemaker.  Slater,  SIoss.  U.  Boardman 
Smith,  John  A.  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Sprague, 
Starkweather,  StevoDson,  Storm  Stoaghton.  Stow- 
ell,  Taffo,  Thomas,  Washinston  Townsond,  Tamer, 
Tyner  JJpson,  Vaugban,  Voorhees,  Waddell,  Wake- 
man,  Walden,  Waldron,  Wallace.  Warren,  AYells. 
WhMler.  Whiteley,  Whitthorne,  Williams  of  Indi- 
ana, Williams  of  New  York,  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson, 
and  John  T.  Wilson— 136. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Ambler.  Ayerill.  Banks, 
Barnum,Bell,  Austin  Blair,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles, 
Braxton.  George  M.Brooks.  James  Brooks,  Benja- 
min F.  Butler,  Roderick  R.  Butler,  William  T. 
Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Coburn,  Coghlan, 
Comingo,  Cotton.  Crebs,  Creely,  Critcher,  Dayiv,  Do 
Large,  Du  Bose,  Ely,  Farwcll,  Forker,  Charles  Fos- 
ter, Henry  D.  Foster,  Garrett,  Ualsey,  Hancock, 
George  E.  HarriB,  Hereford,  Holman,  Kelloeg,  Kin- 
sella,  MoOormiok,  McCrai*y,  MoKee,  MoKinney, 
Morgan.  Morphis,  Packer,  Isaac  C.  Parker,  Percjfi, 
Peters.  Piatt,  Poland.  Porter,  Rainey,  William  R. 
Roberts,  Robinson,  Rogers.  Seeley,  Slocum,  Worth- 
ington  C.  Smith.  Snapp,  bnydor,  R.  Milton  Speer, 
Stevens,  Strong,  St.  John,  Sutherland,  Sypher, 
D wight  Townsend,  Tuthill.  Twiohell.  Walls,  and 
Young— 72. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  motion  of  the  gientleman  from  Connecti- 
cut, [Mr.  Starkweather,]  to  suspend  the 
rules  and  pass  the  bill.  On  that  question  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  has  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  liays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  there  were — 
yeas  119,  nays  62,  not  voting  69 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS  — Messrs.  ^ker.  Amos,  Barber,  Barr^r. 
Boveridge,  Bigby,  Biggs,  Bingham,  Bird,  Austin 
Blkir,  Buokley,  Buffinton,  Burcnard,  Burdett,  Cald- 
well, Conger,  Cotton,  Crooker.  Darrall,  Diokey,  Don- 
nan.  Box,  Duell,  Bunnell.  Eames,  Eldredge,  Elliott, 
Famsworth,  Farwell,  Charles  Foster,  Henry  D.  Fos- 
ter, Frye.  Gets,  GoUaday,  Goodrich,  Griffith,  Halde- 
man.  Uale,  Uandley.  Manner,  liarper,  George  £. 
Harris.  Hawloy,  Ilurs,  Gerry  W.  Hazel  ton.  John 
W.  Uazelton.  Hill.  Hoar,  Uooper.  Uoughton,  Kelley, 
Kendall,  Ketoham,  Killinger.  Lamison.  Lamport. 
Lansing.  Lowe.  Maynard,  McClelland,  McCrary. 
McJunkin,  Mercur,  Bemamin  F.  Meyers.  Mitchell, 
Moore,  Morey,  Leonard  Myers,  Negley,  Orr.  Pack- 
ard, Palmer,  Hosea  W.  Parker,  Isaac  C.  Parker, 
Peck.  Pendleton,  Aaron  F.  Perry.  Eli  Perry.  Prin- 
dle, BaBdall.  Rogers.  BooBovelt,  Rusk.  Sargent, 
Sawyer.  Scofield.  Sessions,  Shanks,  Sheldon.  Shella- 
bargor,  Sherwood,  Shober.  Shoemaker,  SIoss,  U. 
Boardinan  Smith,  John  A.  Smith.  Thomas  J.  Speer. 
Starkweather.  Storm,  Stonghton,  Stowell.  Sypher. 
Tnffe.  Washington  Townsend,  Turner.  Vanghan, 
Voorhees,  Waddell,  Wakeman.  Walden.  Waldron. 
Wallace,  Wells.  Wheeler.  Whiteley.  Williams  of 
Indiana.Williams  of  Now  York,  John  T.  Wilson,  and 
Wood-119. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams.  Archer.  Arthur.  Beatty, 
Beck,  James  G.  Blair.  Bright,  George  M.  BrooKJs, 
Campbell,  Carroll.  Coburn,  Coghlan.  Cox,  Cross- 
In  nd.  Daris.  Dawes.  Du  Bose.  Duke,  Finkelnburg, 
Wilder  D.  Foster,  Garfield,  Uambleton.  Hancock, 
John  T.  Harris,  Havens,  Hay,  Herndon,  Hibbard. 
Kerr,  King.  Leach.  Lewis,  Manson,  Marshall,  Mc- 
Cormick,  MoGrow,  McHonry,  Mclntyre,  McNeely. 
Merriflju.  Merrick,  Monroe.  Niblack,  Poland,  Pot- 
ter, Price,  Read,  John  M.  Rice.  Ritchie,  Ellis 
H.  Roberta,  Slater,  Sprague.  StevensLStevenson, 
Swann,  Terry,  Upson,  Van  Trump,  Whitthorne. 
Willard,  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  and  Winchester— 432. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Ambler,  Averill,  Banks. 
Barnum.  Bell,  Boles,  Braxton.  James  Brooks.  Ben- 
jamin F.  Butler.  Roderick  R.  Butler.  William  T. 
Clark,  Freeman  Clarke.  Cobb,  Comingo,  Conner, 
Crebs,  Creely,  Critcher,  Do  Large,  Ely,  Forker, 
Garrett.  Halsey,  Hanks,  Hereford,  Ilolman,  Kel- 
logg. Kinsella,  Lynch,  McKee,  McKinney,  Mor- 
gan, Morphis.  PacKor,  Perce,  Peters,  Piatt,  Porter, 
Rainey.  Edward  Y.  Rice,  William  R.  Roberts, 
Robinson,  Seetey.  Slocum,  Worthington  C.  Smith. 
Snapp,  Snyder,  R.  Milton  Speer.  Strong,  St.  John. 
Sutherland,  Thomas,  Dwight  Townsend,  Tuthill, 
Twiohell,  Tyner.  Walls,  Warren,  and  Young— 69. 

So  the  motion  lo  suspend  the  rules  was  not 
agreed  to,  two  thirds  not  having  voted  in  favor 
thereof. 

Daring  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  HANKS  stated  that  he  was  paired  with 
Mr.  Braxton,  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Bkaxton,  if 
present,  would  have  voted  *'no,"  and  he,  Mr. 
Hanks,  would  have  voted  **ay," 

Mr.  McNEELY  staled  that  his  colleague, 
Mr.  Crebs,  was  absent  on  account  of  sick- 
ness.    If  present  he  would  have  voted  ^'uo." 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  then  announced 
as  above  recorded. 

U0MK8TEAD8  f  OR  SOLDIBRS,  ETC. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  J  and  that  the  bill  (S.  No.  447)  to 


enable  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and  sail- 
ors, their  widows  and  orphan  children,  to 
acquire  homesteads  on  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  be  passed. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  every 
private  soldier  and  officer  who  has  served  in 
the  Army  of  the  United  States  during  the 
recent  rebellion  for  ninety  days  or  more,  and 
who  was  honorably  discharged,  and  has  re- 
mained loyal  to  the  Government,  including  the 
troops  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  by  virtue  of  the  third  section  of  an  act 
entitled  ''An  act  making  approi)riation8  for 
completing  the  defenses  of  Washington,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  February  13, 
1862,  and  every  seaman,  marine,  and  officer 
who  has  served  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  or  in  the  Marine  corps,  during  the 
rebellion,  for  ninety  days,  and  who  was  honor- 
ably discharged,  and  has  remained  loval  to  the 
Government,  shall,  on  compliance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  secure 
homesteads  to  actual  settlers  on  the  public  do- 
main, ''  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  as 
hereinafter  modified,  be  entitled  to  enter  upon 
and  receive  patents  for  a  quj^ntity  of  public 
lands  (not  mineral)  not  ezceedmg  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  or  one  quarter  section,  to  be 
taken  in  compact  form  according  to  legal  sub- 
divisions, including  the  alternate  reserved  sec- 
tions of  public  land  along  the  line  of  any  rail- 
road or  other  public  work,  not  otherwise  re- 
served or  appropriated,  and  other  lands  sub- 
ject to  entry  under  the  homestead  laws  of  the 
United  States  ;  provided  that  said  homestead 
settler  shall  be  allowed  six  months  after  locat- 
ing his  homestead  within  which  to  commence 
his  settlement  and  improvement ;  and  pro- 
vided also,  that  the  time  which  the  homestead 
settler  shall  have  served  in  the  Armv,  Navy, 
or  Marine  corps  aforesaid  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  time  heretofore  required  to  perfect 
title,  or  if  discharged  on  account  of  wounds 
received,  or  disability  incurred  in  the  line  of 
duty,  then  the  term  of  enlistment  shall  be 
deducted  from  the  time  heretofore  required  to 
perfect  title,  without  reference  to  the  length 
of  time  ho  may  have  served;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  no  patent  shall  issue  to  any  home- 
stead settler  who  has  not  resided  upon,  im- 
proved, and  cultivated  his  said  homestead  for 
a  period  of  at  least  one  year  afler  he  shall 
commence  his  improvements  as  aforesaid. 

The  bill  in  its  second  section  provides  that 
any  person  entitled  under  the  provisions  of  the 
foregoing  section  to  enter  a  homestead,  who 
may  have  heretofore  entered  under  the  home- 
stead laws  a  quantity^  of  land  less  than  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  shall  be  permitted 
to  enter  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  so 
much  land  as,  when  added  to  the  quantity 
previously  entered,  shall  not  exceed  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres. 

The  bill  in  its  third  section  provides  that  in 
case  of  the  death  of  any  person  who  would  be 
entitled  to  a  homestead  under  the  provisions 
of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  his  widow,  if 
unmarried,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  mar- 
riage, then  his  minor  orphan  children,  by  a 
guardian  duly  appointed  and  officially  accred- 
ited at  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  enumerated  in 
this  act,  subject  to  all  the  provisions  as  to  set- 
tlement and  improvements  therein  contained  ; 
provided,  that  if  such  person  died  during  his 
term  of  enlistment,  the  whole  term  of  his  enlist- 
ment shall  be  deducted  from  the  time  hereto- 
fore required  to  perfect  the  title. 

The  bill  in  its  fourth  section  provides  that 
where  a  party  at  the  date  of  his  entry  of  a  tract 
of  land  under  the  homestead  laws,  or  subse- 
quently thereto,  was  actually  enlisted  and 
employed  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United 
States,  his  services  therein  shall,  in  the  admin- 
istration of  said  homestead  laws,  be  construed 
to  be  equivalent  to  all  intents  and  purposes  to 
a  residence  for  the  same  length  of  time  upon 
the  tracts  so  entered;  provided  that  if  his 
entry  has  been  canceled  by  reason  of  his  ab- 


sence from  said  tract  while  in  the  military  or 
naval  service  of  the  United  States,  and  sach 
tract  has  not  been  disposed  of,  his  eotry  shall 
be  restored  and  confirmed ;  and  provided  far- 
ther, that  if  such  tract  has  be^n  disposed  of, 
said  party  ma^  enter  another  tract  subject  to 
entry  under  said  laws ;  and  his  right  to  a  pateai 
therefor  shall  be  determined  by  the  proofs 
touching  his  residence  and  cultivation  of  tJie 
first  tract  and  his  absence  therefrom  in  sach 
service. 

The  bill  in  its  fifth  section  provides  that 
any  soldier,  sailor,  marine,  officer,  or  other 
person  coming  within  the  provisions  of  this 
act  may,  as  well  by  an  agent  as  in  person, 
enter  upon  said  homestead;  provided  that 
said  claimant  in  person  shall,  within  the  time 
prescribed,  commence  settlementand  improve- 
ments on  the  same,  and  thereafter  falfiUalithe 
requirements  of  this  act. 

The  bill  in  its  sixth  section  provides  thst 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
shall  have  authority  to  make  all  needful  roles 
and  regulations  to  carry  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act 

Mr.  HAWLET.  K  I  may  be  allowed  to 
say  a  word,  I  desire  to  say  that  this  bill  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  very  proper  one  for  the  purpose 
intended.  It  passed  the  Senate  last  week 
without  a  division,  havine  been  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Fublio  Lands  of  the 'Senate. 
It  has  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lanos  of  the  House,  and  I 
hope  it  will  now  be  passed. 

Sir.  COBURN.  This  very  bill,  as  I  under 
stand  it,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affiurs  last  Friday.  That  commiUee 
have  considered  this  whole  subject,  and  this 
bill  contains  some  provisions  that  are  not  la 
the  bill  that  was  reported  by  the  committee, 
and  some  quite  important  provision.  I  hope 
the  House  will  not  vote  upon  this  proposition 
unprepared.  We  need  time  to  see  wheiber 
some  of  these  sectionB  meet  the  desires  of 
those  who  wish  the  bill  to  pass.  There  is  do 
hurry  about  this  matter.  The  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  and  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs  will  both  be  called  in  less  ih&n 
two  weeks,  and  it  is  bad  policy  and  unwise  to 
attempt  to  put  this  bill  through  now  under  the 
spur  of  the  previous  question  when  there  is  us 
time  to  consider  or  debate  it. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  moved  on  Friday  last  t^ 
refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  objected.  The  Committee  oa 
the  Public  Lands  will  be  called  probably  to 
morrow.  The  bill  was  reported  unanimously 
from  the  Senate  committee,  and  was  passed 
unanimously  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  rise  to  a  quer 
tion  of  order.     Is  this  debate  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  Then  I  object 
to  it. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  will  not  object 
to  debate,  I  would  like  to  say  one  word. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  will  withdraw 
my  objection. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  think  the  gentlemaa 
from  Illinois  will  gain  much  by  urging  this  biu 
now  when  it  has  edready  been  referred. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  That  is  a  mistake;  i- 
has  not  been  referred. 

Mr.  COX.    If  it  has  not  been,  it  ought  to 

^Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  asked  on  Friday  thai  u 
be  referred,  as  I  understand  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands  will  be  called  to-mw 
row,  and  I  state  in  addition  that  this  bill  m 
the  unanimous  approval  of  the  Committee  ou 
the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  to  make  a  motioa 
for  the  reference  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  motion  u 
to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.    I  insist  on  that  motioo. 
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Mr.  MAYNARD.     If  t^is  bill,  as  stated  by 
B  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  CobubSiJ 
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has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itarr  Affairs,  how  do  we  get  hold  of  it? 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  It  has  not  been  re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  COB  URN.    I  supposed  it  had. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Senate  bill  is  now  on 
the  Speaker's  table,  and  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  is  to  suspend  the  rales 
and  pass  it. 

Mr.  STOUGHTON.  I  ask  to  be  heard  for 
a  single  moment  on  this  proposition. 

Mr.  COBURN.  The  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  has  reported  a  bill  similar  to  this 
in  many  respects,  in  fact  I  might  say  contain- 
ing proyisions  much  more  beneficial  to  the  sol- 
diers than  those  found  in  the  Senate  bill,  and 
it  seems  to  me  that  before  the  House  passes 
this  bill  it  should  fairly  .consider  the  matter 
and  at  least  give  the  House  a  chance  to 
vote  upon  the  bill  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  which  contains  more  liberal  pro- 
visions beneficial  to  all  the  soldiers  in  the  land, 
instead  of  to  a  few  homestead  settlers. 

Mr.  UAWLEY.  I  will  say  in  answer  to  the 
gentleman  that  the  bill  of  the  Senate  has  been 
maturely  considered  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  has  received  the  unanimous 
approval  of  that  committee,  all  the  members 
being  present;  and  I  certainly  think  that  that 
committee  is  the  proper  committee  to  consider 
the  question  of  bestowing  the  public  lands 
upon  any  one. 

M  r.  STOUGHTON.  If  this  motion  is  voted 
down,  will  it  be  in  order  to  move  to  refer  the 
bill  to  a  committee? 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  asked  on  Friday  last 
that  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  and  objection  was  made. 

Mr.  STOUGHTON.  I  objected  because  we 
had  a  bill  on  the  same  subject  before  us,  and 
it  properly  belongs  to  our  committee. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  The  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands  have  the  same  subject  before 
them,  and  have  prepared  a  bill  upon  it.  I 
insist  upon  my  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
and  pass  the  bill. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
will  not  press  his  motion  against  the  protest 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs;  if  he 
does,  it  will  embarrass  some  of  us  very  much* 
That  committee  has  the  interests  of  the  sol- 
diers especially  in  charge,  and  I  hope  this 
motion  will  not  be  pressed  now  against  the 
protest  of  that  committee. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules;  and  upon  a 
division  there  were — ayes  ninety-six,  noes  not 
counted. 

So  (two  thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

BALTIUOHK  AND  POTOMAC  KAILBOAD, 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  have  printed  at  length  in  the  Globe 
a  petition  which  I  have  presented  under  the 
rules  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  from  citizens  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  protesting  against  the 
passage  of  .Che  bill  to  grant  to  the  Baltimore 
and  Potomac  railroad  the  right  to  erect  a  pas- 
senger depot  near  Sixth  street. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  object  to  all  guerrilla 
debate. 

COLOSSAL  STATUE  OF  ADMIRAL  FARRAQUT. 

Mr.  TYNER,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildiugs  and  Grounds,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, reported  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No. 
117)  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  colossal 
statue  of  the  late  Admiral  Farragut;  which 
wan  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  joint 
resolution  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  joint  resolution,  which  was  read,  in- 
structs the  Committees  on  Public  Bnildines  and 
Grounds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  inspect  the  models  for  a  colossal 
aUtne  of  the  late  Admiral  Farragut  that  may 
be  presented  to  them  within  sixty  days  from 


the  approval  of  this  joint  resolution,  and  to 
select  therefrom  the  one  that  in  their  judgment 
shall  be  the  most  faithful  likeness  in  form  and 
features,  and  the  most  appropriate  to  com- 
memorate the  deeds  and  character  of  the  said 
Admiral ;  and  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
to  contract  with  the  sculptor  who  shall  have 
prepared  the  model  so  selected  for  a  colossal 
statue  of  the  said  Admiral,  (at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding twenty  thousand  dollars,)  to  be  erected 
in  Farragut  square,  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  or  iu  such  other  place 
as  may  be  desienated. 

Mr.  TYNER.  I  have  myself  no  sfieech  to 
make  in  behalf  of  this  joint  resolution.  It 
commends  itself;  its  object  is  so  worthy  and 
meritorious  that  I  hope  and  believe  it  may 

Eass  the  House  without  opposition.  Congress 
as  frequently  appropriated  money  to  erect 
statues  as  tributes  of  respect  to  the  mem- 
ory of  distinguished  civilians  and  of  mili- 
tary chieflains,  but  no  such  appropriation  has 
ever  yet  been  made  in  honor  ot  the  Navy. 
A  petition  signed  by  nearly  all  the  officers  of 
the  Navy,  including  all  of  the  staff  of  the 
late  Admiral  Farragut,  was  presented  to  the 
House,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  asking  an  ap- 
propriation for  this  purpose.  The  committee 
believe  that  it  is  due  to  the  memory  of  this 
most  distinguished  representative  of  the  Navy, 
and  due  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
that  this  small  appropriation  shall  be  made 
to  aid  in  perpetuating  nis  great  name,  and  in 
kee|>ing  alive  the  recollection  of  his  valuable 
services. 

I  desire  to  say  nothing  further  in  behalf  of 
myself  or  of  ^he  committee.  If  it  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House  to  h^r  from  some  other 
gentlemen  who  have  expressed  their  willinf- 
ness  to  speak  on  this  joint  resolution,  I  wQl 
yield  for  that  purpose.  I  yield  first  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox.] 

Mr.  COX.  I  have  been  reanested  by  the 
ffentleman  who  has  charge  of  this  joint  reso- 
lution, in  the  absence  ot  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  who 
was  to  have  said  a  few  words,  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  for  but  five-  minutes.  I  do 
it  because  I  think  a  proposition  of  this  kind 
in  honor  of  the  Navy  ought  not  to  pass  with- 
out some  kind  of  expression  from  members 
to  show  the  appreciation  of  their  constituents 
for  Admiral  Farragut. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  American  people  take  a 
peculiar  pride^  amounting  to  romance,  in  the 
heroism  of  their  Navy.  It  has  far  outatripped 
the  recognition  of  Congress ;  for  Congress  has 
seldom  done  more  than  *'  tender  thanks.''  It 
has  ordered  but  one  work  of  art,  and  that  a 
painting,  whose  subject  belongs  to  the  sea. 

But  nowhere,  as  upon  that  mobile  element, 
have  American  heroism,  couraee,  and  patriot- 
ism been  more  nobly  illustrated.  The  record 
of  our  Navy  has  scarcely  any  disaster  and  no 
stain.  Defeat  has  often  overcome  our  arms 
on  land,  but  we  have  never  yet  succumbed  in 
a  fair  combat  upon  the  water.  Reputation  at 
least  to  our  hero  of  the  sea  was  never  lost 
either  with  his  ship  or  under  disaster.  From 
the  days  of  Barry^  Hull,  Decatur,  Perry,  Por- 
ter, McDonough,  and  Lawrence,  to  Farragut. 
Goldsborough,  Porter,  Paulding,  Winslow,  ana 
Worden.  whether  in  a  duello  between  ships, 
a  struggle  between  wooden  ships  and  fortined 
shore,  or  a  fight  between  fleets  on  river  or 
sea,  our  respect  abroad  has  been  enhanced 
and  glorified  b^  the  gallant  and  determined 
conduct  and  skill  of  our  naval  heroes.  Fore- 
most, primui  inter  pareSf  stands  the  name 
of  David  Glascoe  Farragut. 

The  erection  of  a  monument  to  his  mem  • 
ory  would  be  received  with  satisfaction  and 
applause  by  our  constituents,  not  because  he 
served  more  than  half  a  century  without  a 
blot,  but  because  as  an  officer  his  charge  of 
our  flag  in  distant  lands  or  on  our  own  shores 
was  ever  vigilant,  honorable,  and  true.    He 


was  the  naval  hero  of  our  civil  war.  It  will 
not  aggravate  the  asperities  growing  out  of  our 
civil  strife  to  honor  this  representative  sailor ; 
for  he  was  faithful,  skillful,  brave,  and  gener- 
ous; greater,  even,  in  the  freshness  and  gen- 
tleness of  his  heart  than  in  his  skill  and  bravery 
in  command.  As  commander  of  the  Hartford, 
he  ran  with  impetuous  braveir  and  strategic 
prudence  the  terrific  fires  of  St.  Philip  and 
JAckson  :  but  he  was  greater  by  far  when  he 
won  the  nearts  of  his  officers  and  sailors,  and 
indeed  of  the  American  people,  by  the  mod- 
esty with  which  he  wore  his  honors.  He  laid 
the  insurj|ent  cities  of  the  South,  New  Orleans 
and  Mobile,  at  the  feet  of  the  Union  ;  but 
there  is  remembered,  long  before  our  civil 
strife,  the  boy  who  fought  on  the  Essex  by  the 
side  of  the  great  Porter,  a  half  century  before. 
He  early  gave  promise,  even  from  the  lips  of  his 
early  wounds,  and  subseouentlyby  alife  of  duty, 
of  that  aAer  glory  whicn  shone  out  at  Vicks- 
burg.  Corpus  Christi,  Sabine  Pass,  Galveston, 
and  more  conspicuously  in  the  bay  of  Mobile. 
The  people  who  hereafter  may  look  upon  the 
bronze  we  propose  to  erect  to  his  memory, 
the  people  of  an  after  generation,  when  am- 
nesty becomes  realized  and  the  country  is 
united  in  contentment,  will  hail  him  as  the 
gentlest  among  our  heroes. 

While  he  wUs  never  afraid  of  close  quarters 
in  the  fight,  and  his  motto  and  order  to  his 
men  and  officers  was  **  Conquer  or  be  con- 
quered," his  youthful  hilarity,  full  of  the  sun- 
light of  his  ancestral  island  home  under  the 
Mediterranean  bun,  will  make  his  name  be- 
loved by  the  young  heroes  of  the  sea,  while 
it  will  be  revered  by  the  country  which  cher- 
ishes them.  It  is  meet  that  we  honor  Far- 
ragut, not  only  as  an  example  to  the  cadet 
who  reads  our  naval  history,  and  hopes  to 
emulate  his  gallant  conduct,  but  as  a  testi- 
monial to  a  patriot  and  a  hero,  whose  name 
will  remain  lone  after  the  bronze  of  which 
the  effigy  is  made  shall  have  become  rust 
and  dust.  It  will  remain  to  shed  a  luster  on 
our  naval  prowess  over  all  the  world  and 
through  all  time.  And,  therefore,  I  second 
this  joint  resolution  with  all  my  heart,  and 
shall  support  it  by  my  vote. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  am  unable,  on 
account  of  indisposition,  to  address  the  House 
at  this  time.  I  therefore  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  have  printed  iu  the  Globe  some  re- 
marks I  have  prepared  on  this  joint  resolution. 

No  objection  was  made;  and  leave  was 
accordingly  granted.    [See  Appendix.  ] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to 
move  an  amendment  to  this  joint  resolution, 
and  to  say  a  word  or  two  upon  it. 

Mr.  TYNER.     I  will  hear  it. 

The  amendment  was  read  as  follows : 

Strike  oat  the  words  "  witbin  sixtj  days  from  the 
approval  of  this  joint  resolution."  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof- the  words  "before  the  end  of  the  next  fiscal 
year." 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  allow  me,  I  wish  to  say  that  in  a 
work  that  should  be  a  fitting  monument  to 
Admiral  Farragut  we  should  put  all  the  art 
and  genius  this  country  can  call  to  its  aid  ;  and 
to  say,  as  the  bill  now  proposes  to  say,  that 
the  range  of  choice  should  be  limited  to  the 
models  that  may  be  presented  within  the  next 
sixty  days  seems  to  me  not  doing  justice  to  the 
artists  of  the  United  States.  We  have  artists 
residing  in  Italy  whose  attention  has  not  been 
called  to  this  subject ;  we  have  artists  in  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  country  who  ought  to  be  in- 
spired by  the  thought  that  they  have  the  oppor- 
tunity to  compete  for  the  honor  of  doing  this 
work  for  which  we  are  now  providing.  To  say 
that  sixty  days  shall  be  the  limit  of  time  within 
which  competition  shall  be  allowed  is  merely 
to  say  that  somebody,  be  he  blacksmith  or 
artist,  who  has  already  prepared  a  model  of  a 
statue  of  Admiral  Farragut,  shall  be  the  only 
competitor.  Of  course  I  do  not  know  who 
may  now   be  expecting  to  be  competitors; 
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bat  I  ask  the  gentlemaa  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
TtkerJ  to  allow  me  to  offer  an  amendment 
providing  that  the  competition  shall  be  open 
until  the  end  of  the  next  fiscal  year,  so  that 
the  broadest  notice  may  be  given  and  the 
largest  competition  allowed,  and  that  the  joint 
committee  may  have  the  fruit  of  the  very  best 
genius  the  United  States  can  offer. 

Mr.  HOAR.  A  sculptor  living  even  in  Cal- 
ifornia could  not,  under  this  resolution,  have 
sufficient  notice  to  prepare  a  proper  model. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  As  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.^OAB]  sug- 
gests, an  artist  in  California  could  not  within 
sixty  days,  even  if  his  Representative  on  this 
floor  should  telegraph  to  him  to-day,  prepare 
a  suitable  model  for  competition  under  this 
resolution.  Why,  sir,  it  is  not  possible  even 
for  a  man  living  in  Boston  or  x^ew  York  to 
take  np  this  subject  de  novo  and  do  his  very 
best  within  sixty  days. 

Mr.  TYNER.  Mr.  Speaker,  lam  disposed 
to  display  in  this  case  the  utmost  fairness  in 
opening  the  competition  for  which  the  joint 
resolution  provides.  It  was  not  the  intention 
of  the  committee  to  adopt  such  a  limitation 
that  only  those  who  had  already  prepared 
models  in  whole  or  in  part  should  come  into 
competition.  It  is  the  desire  of*  the  commit- 
tee that  this  resolution  shall  elicit  (to  use  sub- 
stantially the  language  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio)  the  product  of  the  very  best  talent  of  the 
country.  But  I  do  not  believe  that  it  is  ne- 
cessary to  keep  this  matter  open  until  the  1st 
of  July,  1873.  If,  in  the  opinion  of  the  House, 
sixty  days  will  be  too  short  a  time,  then  I  sug- 
gest to  the  |;entleman  from  Ohio  the  propriety 
of  so  modifying  his  amendment  as  to  say 
^'  on  or  before  the  1st  of  January,  1873.'' 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  [  cheerfully 
accept  that  as  a  modification  of  my  amend^ 
ment. 

Mr.  TYNER.  I  desire  to  say,  in  support  of 
the  joint  resolution  as  it  has  been  reported  by^ 
the  committee,  that,  kfler  a  very  full  consulta- 
tion with  artists  and  with  others  who  pretended 
to  know  something  about  this  subject,  it  was 
believed  that  sixty  days  would  allow  ample  time. 
If  this  resolution  should  now  pass  the  House 
and  should  go  through  the  Senate  within  any 
time  that  may  be  reasonably  accepted,  it 
would  be  seventy  or  eighty  days  from  to-day 
before  the  limitation  would  have  expired.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  any  sculptor  in  the  Uni- 
ted States  (and  I  speak  from  information 
gathered  in  conversation  with  various  sculp- 
tors) may  prepare  a  suitable  model  within 
sixty  days ;  and  there  would  evidently  be  more 
than  sixty  days' notice  to  the  public  if  this 
resolution  should  pass  the  House  to-day. 
But  in  order  to  prevent  an  appearance  of 
unfairness  or  any  impression  that  the  commit- 
tee are  the  partisans  of  any  sculptor  iu  this 
country,  I  am  entirely  willing  to  name  as  the 
limitation  df  time  '*  on  or  before  the  1st  day 
of  January  ,1873." 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  disclaim  all  possible  imputation  on  the  com- 
mittee. I,  of  course,  know  that  they  were 
desirous  of  getting  a  statue  prepared  as  soon 
as  possible;  but  I  would  also  remind  the 
House  that  one  of  the  noblest  American  sculp- 
tors resides  in  Florence,  Italy ;  and  he  could 
not  by  anj  j^ossibility  be  a  competitor  if  this 
limitation  ui  sixty  days  should  be  adhered  to. 

Mr.  TYNER.  I  have  suggested  the  1st  of 
next  January,  because,  in  the  first  place,  it  will 
allow  ample  time,  and  secondly,  because  Con- 
gress witl  then  have  been  in  session  about 
thirty  days. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Garfield,]  as  modified,  will  be  adopted. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  joint  resolution,  as  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time : 
aud  being  engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 


Mr.  TYNER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  joint  resolution  was  passed ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table.^ 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BKCURITT  OF  LIFE  ON  BOARD  STEAMKftS,  KTC. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  now  call  up  the  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  th)  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  I860)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '*An 
act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  life  on 
board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
February  28,  1871,  was  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to ; 
and  the  motion  to  recommit  being  withdrawn, 
the  bill  came  before  the  House. 

Mr.  COX.    I  wish  to  ask 'the  gentleman 

from  Pennsylvania  whether  it  is  intended  to 

persist  in  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  fifly-first 

section,  a  most  important  section,  which  reads 

as  follows: 

Sec.  51.  And  be  it  furthet'  enacted.  That  all  coast- 
wise sea-£oiDff  yessels,  and  vessels  navigating  the 
great  lakes,  shall  be  subject  to  the  navigation  laws 
of  the  United  States  when  navigating  within  the 
joriadiction  thereof;  and  all  vessels  jpropelled  in 
whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  and  navigating  as  afore- 
said, shall  be  snbieot  to  ail  the  rules  and  regulations 
established  in  parauanee  of  law  for  the  government 
of  steam  vessels  in  passing,  as  provided  by  this  act ; 
and  every  coastwise  sea-going  steam  vessel  suhiect 
to  the  navigation  laws  ox  the  United  States,  and  to 
the  rules  and  regulations  aforesaid,  not  sail  ing  under 
register,  shall,  when  under  way,  except  on  the  high 
seas,  be  under  the  control  and  direction  of  pilots 
licensed  by  the  inspectors  of  steamboats.  And  no 
State  or  municipal  government  shall  impose  upon 
pilots  of  steam  yessels  herein  provided  for  any  obli- 
gation to  procure  a  State  or  other  license  in  addi- 
tion to  that  issued  by  the  United  States,  nor  other 
regulation  which  will  impede  such  pilots  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties  as  required  by  this  act ;  nor 
shall  any  pilot  charges  be  levied  by  any  such  au- 
thority upon  any  steamer  piloted  as  herein  provided, 
and  in  no  case  ahall  the  fees  charged  for  the  pilotage 
of  any  steam  vessel  exceed  the  customary  or  legally 
established  rates  in  the  State  where  the  same  is  per- 
fbrmed :  Ptrtvidcd,  howtver.  That  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  be  oonstmed  to  annul  or  affect  any  regulation 
established  by  the  laws  of  any  State  requirmR  ves- 
sels entering  or  leaving  a  port  In  any  such  State, 
other  than  coastwise  steam  vessels,  to  take  a  pilot 
duly  licensed,  or  authorised  by  the  laws  of  such 
State,  or  of  a  State  situate  upon  the  watens  of  such 
State. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  hope, 
Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  will  not  be  pressed 
through  hurriedly  in  this  way.  I  have  an 
amendment  myself  which  I  desire  to  offer. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  must  be  considered 
now,  or,  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
consents,  it  may  be  postponed  to  some  future 
day,  to  be  taken  up  and  considered  to  the 
exclusion  of  all  other  business. 

Mr.  KERR.  It  is  an  important  bill,  and 
should  be  passed  as  soon  as  possible  ;  and  I 
hope  that  will  be  done.  We  should,  however, 
have  time  for  its  consideration,  and  I  hope  the 

Sentleman  from  Pennsylvania  will  consent  to 
esignate  some  day  when  it  will  be  taken  up, 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  business. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Previous  to  any 
determination  on  that  point  I  ask  to  oiler  an 
amendment  to  be  printed  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  hope  it  will  be  made  to 
the  exclusion  of  all  other  orders  in  the  House, 
so  that  if  a  majority  of  the  Hbuse  think  it  best 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  that  course 
can  be  taken. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  would  not  be  the 
construction  given  by  the  Chair.  If  the  House 
made  an  order  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
orders,  that  would  prevent  the  Houde  resolving 
itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
qualify  his  motion,  so  that,  if  circumstances 
arise  making  it  necessary,  the  majority  can 
have  an  opportunity  to  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  t«ke  up  the  public  business. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  sincerely  hope  the  House 
will  designate  an  early  day.  If  that  be  the 
pleasure  of  the  House,  I  will  qot  object.  This 
is  an  important  measure,  and  one  which  is 


now  receiving  the  attention  of  the  whole  coao- 
try,  as  it  has  done  for  a  long  time  past  There 
are  a  number  of  manufacturers,  as  well  as 
steamboat-owners,  awaiting  the  passage  of  this 
bill,  in  order  to  carry  on  their  industries. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  the  early  consideration  of  this  bill.  All 
I  nsk  18,  if  an  emergency  requirios  the  House 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  should 
arise  on  that  day,  which  is  possible,  that  then 
the  right  will  be  reserved  to  the  majority  to 
do  so. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  also  to 
reserve  the  same  right  to  go  into  Commluee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  appropriaUon  bills. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  hope  gentlemen  will  uo; 
press  the  claims  of  their  committees  to  the 
exclusion  of  this  moat  important  bill  from  th*.' 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DAWES.  If  ^ou  will  allow  us  th> 
privilege  we  ask,  we  will  endeavor  to  ohmit 
all  necessity  for  using  it,  and  we  only  ask  the 
privilege  in  case  the  public  business  shoald 
require  such  a  course  to  be  taken  at  tfait 
particular  time. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  am  willing  to  designate 
an  early  day  for  the  consideration  of  this  bill 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  business.  I  should 
be  sorry  to  have  it  hurriedly  considered  by  the 
House.  I  am  willing  to  agree  to  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  and  of  the  chiurmaa  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  provided  ihej 
will  aeree  to  help  me  to  have  the  bill  promptly 
considered  and  passed. 

Mr.  DAWES.     Fix  your  day. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  bill  be  Ukeu  up  and  coo- 
sidered  to-day  and  a  motion  is  made  to  strike 
out  the  fifly-first  section,  I  shall  ask  to  hare 
the  whole  bill  read  rather  than  that  section 
should  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  As  I  havo  already  stated 
to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  I  will  afford  everr 
opportunity  to  him  to  protect  the  interests  oi 
hid  constituents. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Indicate  some  day  when  this 
bill  shall  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  wiU  designate  Thursday 
uextj  when  the  bill  shall  be  considered  from  day 
to  day  to  the  exclusiou  of  all  other  business. 

The  SPEAKER.    Designate  the  hour. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Immediately  after  the  morn 

ing  hour. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  gen 
tleman  will  let  me  offer  an  amendment  to  be 
printed  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  move  that  it  be  taken  up 
at  half  past  one  o'clock  on  Thursday  next,  and 
be  considered  from  day  to  day  to  the  exclasior 
of  all  other  business  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DAWES.    As  I  understand,  the  geu 
tleman  reserves  the  right  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  and  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  to  move  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  public  ousiness. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Providing  the  gentlcrauu 
will  endeavor  to  assist  us  to  obtain  an  early 
consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAWES.     Of  course. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  cannot  be  an  uu 
derstanding  on  the  part  of  the  House  as  to 
how  gentlemen  shall  behave  to  one  another. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  Will  the  Chair  please  lo 
state  again  the  proposed  arrangement? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  wUl  again  stair 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Neglet]  asks  that  at  the  hour  of  half  past  oni 
on  Thursday  next,  and  from  day  to  day  at  tnt 
same  hour  until  completed,  this  bill  Bball  he 
made  the  special  order,  to  the  exclusion  of  all 
other  orders. 

Mr.  RANDALL.    I  desire  lo  ask  a  par.iu- 
mentary  question.     We  have  assigned  bills  for 
special  consideration  iu  the  same  manner  fo 
days  already  passed.     I  want  to  know  if  th» 
present  order  interferes  with  those  that  are  n^* 
in  that  position? 
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The  SPEAKER".  Tho  Chtar  does  not  know 
of  any  soch  drd^rsl  a^  the  ^ntleknad  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  liAybALLj  speakfT  of,  because 
such  an  order  must  be  executed. 

Mr,  RANDALL.  There  dre  the  Mint  bill 
and  others  in  that  position. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  Was  a  different  order 
that  was  made  in  reference  to  the  Mint  bill. 
A  special  order  after  the  morning  hour,  lind 
a  special  order  that  is  not  such  to  the  ezclu- 
sion  of  all  other  orders,  may  be  shoved  ahead 
indefinitely  by  other  business.  This  is  ti  dif- 
ferent case.  If  the  House  shall  make  this  a 
special  order  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
orders,  it  must  be  considered,  and  when  the 
lime  comes  the  Chair  will  not  recognize  any 
other  motion  in  conflict  therewith. 

Mr.  NBGLEY.  Excent  reports  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  Will  this  order  interfere 
with  the  business  of  the  morning  hour? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  proposition  is  that 
the  bill  shall  be  a  special  order  after  the 
morning  hour.  It  will  not  interfere  with  the 
morning  hour,  provided  gentlemen  interested 
in  having  a  morning  hour  insist  on  the  regu- 
lar order.  Otherwise,  if  half  past  one  is 
reached  without  a  morning  hour,  there  will 
be  no  morning  hour  that  day. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  Is  it  understood  that  the 
bill  will  be  open  to  amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  undersUnds 
that  it  will. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  1  would  object  to  any 
preference  being  given  to  this  bill  over  any 
other  which  has  already  been  assigned  as  a 
special  ord^r. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  House  has  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  the 
Chicago  relief  bill,  with  the  stipulation  that  it 
shall  not  be'brought  back  till  after  to-morrow. 
It  will  therefore  be  impossible  for  the  com- 
mittee to  report  that  bill  before  Wednesday. 
It  is  possible  that  they  may  not  get  the  bill 
disposed  of  in  one  day,  and  it  is  for  that  rea- 
son that  I  wish  reports  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  not  to  be  interfered  with 
by  this  arrangement. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.     I  hope 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Neo 
LET  J  will  consent  to  have  the  consideration 
of  his  bill  deferred  for  three  or  four  weeks. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  to  make  a  parlia- 
mentary inquiry.  Can  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment  be  made  excepting  reports  from  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Com- 
mittee OS  AM»rqpriations? 

The  SPiBAKBR.    It  can. 

Mr.  NBQLEY.  I  agree  to  an  exception 
beinit  made  in  favor  of  reports  from  those 
committees. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  again  state 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania  [Mr.  Nsolet]  as  now  modified :  that 
the  bill  shall  be  considered,  as  the  special 
order  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  orders  on 
Tharsday  next,  at  half  past  one  o'clock,  and 
from  day  to  day  at  that  nour  until  completed ; 
reports  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  and  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
being  excepted.  The  Chair  gives  notice  to  the 
gentkman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Neolkt] 
that  under  that  arrangement  he  need  not 
expect  to  reach  his  bill  this  week. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  object 
to  the  arrangement. 

Mr.  CONNER.  How  will  this  arrangement 
affect  the  order  made  n^ith  reference  to  the 
shipping  commissioner's  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  shipping  commis- 
sioner's bill  is  made  a  special  order  for  two 
weeks  from  Tuesday  last,  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  orders.  When  that  time  comes,  noth- 
ing can  interfere  with  it. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Wift  it  take  precedence  of 
this  bill? 

The  SPEAE^ER.  It  ^ill,  when  it  is  reached 
nnder  the  order  made  in  regard  to  it.  Objec- 
tion to  the  arrangement  proposed  by  the  gen- 


tlemsin  from  Pennsylvania  [Mi*.  Neoley}  is 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr,  Hooper.] 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  move,  then,  that  the  rules 
be  suspended,  and  that  the  bill  be  made  a 
special  order,  on  Thursday  at  half  past  one, 
and  from  day  to  day  at  the  same  hour  until 
disposed  of,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
orders,  except  reports  from  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  and  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts,  called  for 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Hooper 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Neglet,  were 
appointed. 

Mr.  BURCHARD.  Before  the  House  divides 
I  desire  to  make  a  parliamentary  inquiry.  Is 
it  understood  that  the  exception  made  in  favor 
of  reports  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  covers  both  the  making  of  reports  and 
the  considering  of  reports  from  that  committee? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  ia  no  report  from 
that  committee  now  pending,  but  of  course 
this  motion  will  give  precedeuce  to  any  report 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
after  this  day. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  one  hundred  and  nine ;  noes  not 
counted. 

So  (two  thirds  votiug  iu  favor  thereof)  Mr. 
Negley^s  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  now  move  that  the  bill 
as  reported,  with  the  amendments  which  may 
be  presented,  be  printed. 

I'he  motion  was  agreed  to«  the  bill  being 
received  as  an  original  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2116.) 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment: 

Strike  oat  section  sixty-six  of  tho  biU,  and  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

That  all  revenue  arising  under  the  provisions 
of  this  act.  and  of  the  act  to  whioh  this  is  amend- 
atory, shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasary,  and  all 
disbursements  of  money  for  carrying  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  act  to  which  this  is 
amendatory  shall  be  made  only  upon  speoifio  appro- 
priations, for  whioh  tho  Seeretaiy  of  the  Treasury 
shall  submit  annual  estimates. 

I  will  simply  remark  that  I  am  instructed 
by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  offer 
that  amendment  in  lieu  of  section  sixty- six. 

Mr.  MERRIAM.  I  have  a  petition  here 
which  includes  an  amendment,  and  I  ask  that 
it  be  read. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Do  not  let  it  be  read, 
but  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  can  be  printed  in  con- 
nection with  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask 
that  the  amiandment  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

Add  to  section  fifty-one  the  following  proviso : 
J^-ovidedt  however.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
be  construed  to  annul  'or  affect  any  regalation  es- 
tablished by  the  laws  of  any  State  reQuiring  vessels 
entering  or  leaving  a  port  of  any  such  State  other 
than  coastwise  steam  vessels  to  take  a  pilot  duly 
licensed  or  authorised  by  the  laws  of  such  State  or 
other  States  situate  apon  the  waters  of  sueh  State. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  amendment  will  be 
printed. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

CHILDBBN  OF  JAMES  U.  FALLON. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  U.  No.  2116) 
granting  arrearages  of  pension  to  the  infant 
children  of  James  E.  Fallon,  deceased,  late 
of  the  one  hundred  and  seventh  regiment 
New  York  volunteers ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions. 

REMOTAti  6F  POLITIOAL^DISABILITIKS. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia. '  I  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Randall]  to 
withhold  his  motion  for  a  moment  so  as  to 
enable  me  to  have  an  amnesty  bill  put  upon 
its  passage  ;  it  is  a  bill  to  remove  the  political 
disabilities  of  certain  citizens  of  Georgia  therein 
named. 


Mr.  DICKEiY.    I  object. 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  demand  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

Mr.  SPBER,  of  Georgia.  I  move  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  and  put  the  bill  upon  its  pas- 
sage. 

Mr.  DICKEY.    I  call  for  the  regular  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Geor- 
gia [Mr.  Sfe£&]  asks  unanimous  consent  that 
a  bill  granting  amnesty  to  certain  citizens  of 
his  State  shall  be  passed.  The  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dickey]  objects.  The 
gentleman  from  Georgia  desires  to  move  a 
suspension  of  the  rules.  That  cannot  be  done 
pendine  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
rennsjflvania,  [Mr.  Randall,]  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania must  withdraw  his  motion  or  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  submit  it  to  the 
House  under  the  call  for  the  regular  order,  as 
it  is  the  first  thing  in  order. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  would  withdraw  my 
motion  if  I  had  any  idea  that  the  Chair  would 
recognize  me  again  to  renew  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  caunot  make 
any  arrangements  of  that  kind  about  recog- 
nizing any  gentleman. 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  insist  upon  the  regular  order. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Randall's 
motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Huuse 
(at  three  o'clock  and  forty-four  minutes  p. 
m.)  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  BTO. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  ARTHUR :  The  petition  of  Adam 
Close,  Charles  Brassman,  M,  Widdendorf,  H. 
Puthoff,  Anton  Willenbrink  and  68  others, 
persons,  citizens,  and  manufacturers  of  cigarS 
iu  the  cities  of  Covington  and  Newport  in  the 
State  of  Kentucky,  for  the  repeal  of  so  much 
of  the  act  imposing  taxes  on  distilled  spirits 
and  tobacco,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
July  20, 1868,  as  requires  cigar-makers  to  pay 
a  special  tax  and  execute  bond,  &e. 

By  Mr.  BEVERIDGE :  The  petition  'of  J. 
M.  Miller  and  others,  asking  equalization  of 
bounties. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Edward  P.  Hanson 
and  others,  asking  an  equalization  of  bounties. 

Also^  the  memorial  of  J.  W.  Parish  t  Co. 
in  reference  to  the  barge  Ward. 

By  Mr.  BRAXTON :  The  petition  of  D.  P. 
Slaughter,  asking  to  have  his  political  disabil- 
ities removed. 

By  Mr.  COBURN :  Petitions  of  soldiers  of 
Erie,  Pennsylvania;  also,  of  Norwich,  Winsted, 
East  Killingly,  West  Killingly,  and  West  Win- 
sted, Connecticut,  and  Watertown,  Massachu- 
setts, praying  that  the  homestead  laws  be  so 
modified  that  the  time  which  the  soldiers  or 
sailors  served  in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the 
United  States  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion 
afler  two  years'  actual  residence  upon  his 
homestead  may  be  deducted  from  the  term 
of  five  years'  residence,  which  the  act  Uow 
requires  before  he  can  acquire  title  thereto. 

5y  Mr.  COTTON :  The  petition  of  Henry 
Nolte  and  others,  soldiers,  asking  bounty  at 
the  rate  of  $8  38^  per  month  for  entire  time 
of  service 

By  Mr.  DONNAN :  The  petition  of  Joseph 
McLean  and  others,  late  soldiers,  now  citizens 
of  Iowa,  asking  the  passage  of  an  <tct  equal- 
izing bounties  to  soluiers  who  served  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States  during  the  late 
war 

By  Mr.  DUELL :  The  petition  of  Captain 
T.  W.  Hoffman,  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  86  others,  soldiers  in  the  late  war,  asking 
that  all  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and 
heirs  of  those  that  are  deceased  be  allowed 
$8  38^  per  month  for  the  time  served,  de- 
ducting Government  bounty  heretofore  paid  j 
also,  asking  for  an  amendment  of  the  twenty- 
fifth  section  of  the  act  approved  July  15, 1870. 
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Also,  the  petition  of  0.  B.  &  0.  S.  Latham, 
of  Seneca  Falls,  New  York,  asking  payment 
of  a  balance  due  them  from  the  United  States 
for  the  constraction  of  certain  Government 
buildings. 

By  Mr.  DUNNELL:  The  petition  of  L.  G. 
Nelson  and  145  others,  of  Minnesota,  late  of 
the  Union  Army,  asking  for  an  equalization 
of  bounties. 

By  Mr.  FARNSWORTH :  The  petition  of 
Frank  J.  Fisher  and  others,  cigar-makers  of 
the  second  district  of  Illinois,  for  amendment 
of  revenue  laws  in  relation  to  cigar* makers. 

By  Mr.  GALLEGOS:  The  petition  of  W. 
W.  Griffin,  United  States  commissioner. 

By  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio:  The  petition 
of  205  citizens  of  Washington,  protesting 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  building 
of  a  railroad  depot  on  the  public  grounds  near 
Sixth  street  and  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

By  Mr.  GETZ :  The  petition  of  32  citizens  of 
Schuylkill  county,  Pennsylvania,  for  a  change 
of  the  laws  regulating  the  distillation  of  whisky 
so  that  distilleries  may  be  licensed  according 
to  their  actual  capacity,  such  capacity  to  be 
ascertained  by  practical  men. 

By  Mr.  GRIFFITH  :  A  petition  of  74  opera- 
tors in  woolen  mills  and  residents  of  Mead  ville, 
Pennsylvania,  asking  Congress  to  abolish  the 
duties  on  wool,  fully  believing  that  the  woolen 
industry  of  this  country  is  oppressed  and  en- 
dangered, and  that  all  other  industries  are 
crippled  by  unjust  tariffs  on  raw  materials. 

By  Mr.  HANCOCK:  The  petition  of  A. 
C.  Keaton,  praying  for  compensation  for  ser- 
vices rendered  as  clerk  of  Bureau  of  Refugees, 
Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lands,  at  Millican, 
Texas 

By  Mr.  HANDLEY:  A  petition  of  225  citi- 
zens of  Opelika,  Lee  county,  Alabama,  asking 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to  make  an 
appropriation  of  $100,000  for  the  erection  of 
a  post  office  building  in  the  city  of  Opelika, 

By  Mr.H  ARRIS,  of  Virginia:  The  petition 
of  L.  F.  VV.  Lake,  of  Culpeper  county,  Vir- 
ginia, praying  compensation  for  property  used 
by  the  Union  Army. 

By  Mr.  HOUGHTON  ;  A  remonstrance  of 
citizens  of  Los  Angeles  county,  California, 
against  the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1168, 
entitled  *^A  bill  to  expedite  the  survey  of 
private  land  claims.'^ 

By  Mr.  LOWE:  Thepetition  of  Asa  E.  Cole- 
man and  others,  citizens  of  Kansas,  praying 
that  provision  be  made  for  payment  of  pen- 
sions through  postmasters. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Leander  Wells  and 
others,  citizens  of  Kansas,  and  soldiers  in  the 
late  war,  praying  an  equalization  of  boun- 
ties on  the  basis  of  an  allowance  of  $8  33} 
per  month  for  the  time  in  actual  service. 

By  Mr.  McCRARY :  The  memorial  of  Hon. 
Daniel  F.  Miller,  of  Lee  countv,  Iowa,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  a  joint  resolution  to  grant 
certain  public  documents  to  the  Maaison 
Library  Association,  of  Fort  Madison,  Iowa. 

By  Mr.  MERRIAM:  The  protest  of  Beman 
Brockway  and  others,  of  Jefferson  county, 
New  York,  against  reduction  of  duties  on  for- 
eign salt. 

.By  Mr.  NEGLEY :  The  petition  of  77  print- 
ers, type-founders,  binders,  gold-beaters,  and 
paper- makers  of  the  city  of  Pittsburg,  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  an  international  copyright  law. 

Also,  the  petition  of  64  workmen  in  the  Atlas 
works,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrat- 
ing against  a  change  of  the  tariff. 

Also,  the  petition  of  70  workmen  in  Ander- 
son &  Wood's  steel- works,  Pittsburg,  remon- 
strating against  any  change  of  the  tariff. 

Also,  the  petition  of  15  dealers  in  manu- 
factured tobacco,  of  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating  against  the  difference  of  tax 
on  smoking  and  chewing  tobacco. 

Also,  the  petition  of  76  workmen  in  Pitts- 
burg forge  and  iron-works,  remonstrating 
against  a  change  of  the  tariff. 


Also,  the  petition  of  76  workmen  in  Black 
Diamond  steel- works,  Pittsburg,  Pennsylvania, 
remonstrating  against  a  change  of  the  tariff. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Nathan  Crosby  and  65 
workmen  of  forge  and  iron-works,  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against  a  change 
of  the  tariff. 

Also,  the  petition  of  69  late  soldiers,  sailors, 
and  marines,  asking  for  themselves  and  the 
heirs  of  those  deceased  $8  88J  per  month  for 
the  entire  time  of  service. 

By  Mr.  PRINDLE:  A  petition  of  citizens 
of  Otsego  county,  New  York,  asking  Congress 
to  refuse  a  further  extension  of  L.  Langstroth's 
patent  on  movable  comb  frames  and  bee-hives. 

By  Mr.  RICE,  of  Kentucky :  The  petition 
of  John  G.  Black  and  others,  of  Carter  county, 
Kentucky,  remonstrating  against  a  change  of 
the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or  abolishing 
duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  successfully 
producea  in  this  country. 

Also,  the  petition  of  J.  A.  Watson  and 
others,  of  Carter  county,  Kentucky,  remon- 
strating against  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff 
laws  abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  such 
articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this 
country. 

Also,  the  petition  of  A.  E.  Adams,  of  Ken- 
tucky, asking  to  be  reimbursed  for  expenses 
incurred  by  him  in  recruiting  a  company  for 
the  Federal  Army. 

By  Mr.  SARGENT:  The  petition  and 
memorial  of  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  for 
payment  of  French  spoliation  claims. 

Also,  the  application  of  Nelson  &  Beadle, 
of  San  Francisco,  and  accompanying  papers, 
for  an  American  register  for  the  Hawaiian 
bark  Florence. 

By  Mr.  STEVENSON:  The  petition  of 
citizens  of  Hamilton  county,  Ohio,  praying"  a 
new  mail  route. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Ernest  Cauzler,  praying 
bounty  for  services  as  a  sailor. 

Also,  the  petition  of  A.  Hildebrand  and  78 
other  soldiers,  praying  for  an  equalization  of 
bounties  and  amendment  of  the  homestead 
laws 

By  Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania: 
The  remonstrance  of  Charles  C.  Moore,  Mor- 
decai  Larkin,  H.  K.  Brownback,  and  60  others, 
citizens  of  Chester  county,  Pennsylvania, 
against  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution  by 
incorporating  into  it  a  recognition  of  God  as 
the  source  of  all  authority  and  power  in  civil 
government,  and  of  the  Ijord  Jesus  Christ  as 
the  ruler  among  nations,  &c. 

By  Mr.  VAN  TRUMP:  The  petition  of 
Junes  McGrady,  praying  relief  in  regard  to 
extra  service  performed  by  him  in  the  quarter- 
master's department  of  the  first  brigade,  first 
division,  fourteenth  corps,  while  a  soldier  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  WALDEN  :  The  petition  of  Benja- 
min Bryant  and  numerous  others,  citizens  of 
Iowa,  for  a  mail  route  from  Ottumwa,  via 
Ormanville,  to  Unionville. 

By  Mr.  WELLS:  The  petition  of  546  cit- 
izens of  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  pray- 
ing for  a  uniform  tax  on  tobacco. 

By  Mr.  WILLARD :  The  memorial  of  F. 
W.  rarker  and  others. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  March  26,  1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  McCauley,  of  Wash- 
ington, District  of  Columbia. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  Jour- 
nal of  yesterday's  proceedings. 

laRIOATION  OF  BKAR  RITER  VALLBY. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  ask  that  the  further 
reading  of  the  J^rnal  be  dispensed  with, 
and  that  the  Senate  agree  to  take  up  Senate 
bill  No.  348  for  action  during  the  morning 
hour. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Minnesota  asks  that  by  unanimous  con- 
sent the  further  reading  of  the  Journal  be 


dispensed  with,  and  that  the  Senate  take  up 
Senate  bill  No.  848,  stating  that  he  will  give 
way  to  the  morning  business  if  it  shoold  be 
taken  up. 

Mr.  COLE.    What  is  the  bill? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  A  bill  to  provide  for  the 
irrigation  of  Bear  river  valley,  in  Utah  Terri- 
tory, reported  by  the  Committee  oq  Pablic 
Lands  some  weeks  ago. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec 
tion  to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Minnesota?  The  Chair  hears  none.  The 
reading  of  the  Journal  is  dispensed  with,  and 
Senate  bill  No.  348  is  before  the  Senate,  but 
the  Senator  now  yields  for  the  moniog 
business. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  a  petition  of  citi 
zens  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  the 
Constitution  may  not  be  amended  so  as  to 
recognize  God  as  the  source  of  all  authoritj 
in  civil  government,  and  the  Lord  Jesas  Christ 
as  the  Ruler  among  nations;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens  of  West  Branch,  Cedar  county,  lova,  in 
favor  of  setting  apart  a  portion  of  the  public 
land,  &c.,  for  the  support  of  the  freed  people 
about  Washington  city  who  are  dependent 
on  the  Government  for  support ;  which  wsi 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  PublicLands. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  citizeiu  of 
Iowa,  remonstrating  against  any  further  appro- 
priations of  lands  to  railroad  monopolies,  aod 
praying  the  enactment  of  a  law  to  protect  set- 
tlers on  homesteads  against  the  encroachmeot 
of  railroad  companies ;  which  was  referred  te 
the  CoJhmtttee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  a  memorial  of  Wil 
liam  H.  De  Groot,  praying  the  passage  of  a 
resolution  authorizing  the  Court'  of  Claims 
to  take  jurisdiction  of  his  claim ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jadiciary. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Indiana,  prayins  the  enactmeot  of  a 
law  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Sisson; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Heury  M.  Re nell,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pea- 
sion  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  praying  ^e 
adoption  of  certain  measures  therein  named, 
to  restore  American  commerce;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  distilleries  be 
licensed  accoi*ding  to  their  actaal  capacitv; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  h- 
nance. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  R>  *^- 
Gibbes,  by  his  attorney,  James  H.  Causten, 

Criiying  for  the  payment  of  a  claim  alleged 
y  him  to  be  due  him  from  the  United  Staves; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ciaim*. 
Mr.  BOREMAN  presented  a  petition  of  cii^ 
zens  of  Jefferson  county.  West  Virginia,  and 
of  adjoining  counties,  praying  the  passage  of 
a  bill  now  ])ending  before  the  Senate  in  re»rj 
to  water  privileges  at  Harper's  Ferry;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

E.NOS  J.  PBNNYPACKBR, 

Mr.  POMEROY,  The  Committee  on  Po*t 
OflBces  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  896)  for  the  relief  of  Bnos  J. 
Pennypacker,  have  had  the  same  ^n^^^'Jj^"; 
sideration,  and  directed  me  to  report  it  Wf^ 
and  recommend  its  passage.  It  is  a  pr'y^^'^ 
bill,  and  I  have  held  it  back  several  days  thiok 
ing  I  could  get  action  upon  it  when  I  reportea 
it,  and  have  delayed  reporting  it  also  on  "Jj" 
count  of  the  absence  of  the  Senator  from  >  orin 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Pool,!  who  is  now  pr.  n'. 
I  should  like  to  have  the  bill  considered.  !^"»- 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  by 
unanimous  consent  have  given  the  morrung 
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hoar  to  the  Senator  froin  Minnesota  [Mr. 
Wijidom]  for  a  bill  reported  by  him  from  the 
Committee  on  Pabjic  Lands,  subject  to  the 
morning  baainess.  The  Chair,  however,  will 
put  the  question  on  the  reqaest  of  the  Senator 
from  Kansas. 

By  nnanimous  consent,   the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con 
sider  the  bill  (S.  No.  895)  for  the  relief  of 
£no8  J.  Pennypacker.     It  proposes  to  relieve 
Enos  J.  Pennypacker,  contractor  for  the  trans- 

?ortatiou  of  mails  on  route  5007,  between 
1y mouth,  in  North  Carolina,  and  Franklin 
Depot,  in  Virginia,  from  all  charges  and  dis- 
abilities as  a  failing  contractor  on  that  route, 
and  authorizes  the  x^ostmaster  General  to  ad- 
just and  settle  his  account  for  service  on  the 
route  accordingly. 

The  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment, 
to  make  the  number  of  the  route  read  **  5037.'' 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  subsequently  said:  I  de- 
sire to  enter  a  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Enos  J. 
Pennypacker  was  passed.  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  understood  by  the  Senate  before  it  is 
passed.  I  can  state  in  a  moment  why  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  reconsidered.  I  do  not  wish  to 
delay  the  bill  if  the  Senate  think  proper  to 
pasa  it 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  insist  on  the  regular 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  require 
unanimous  consent  to  consider  the  motion  at 
the  present  time.  The  motion  to  reconsider 
will  be  entered. 

ST.  LOUIS  MARINB  HOSPITAL  G ROUNDS. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  Commhtee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2047)  to  provide  for  the  exchange 
and  transfer  of  two  small  parcels  of  land  m 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  have  directed 
me  to  report  it  back  without  amendment ;  and 
I  ask  for  the  present  consideration  of  the  bill. 

By  nnanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as^in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill.  The  preamble  recites  that  the  United 
States  marine  hospital  grounds,  situated  in  the 
city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  lie  adjoining  lands 
of  John  G.  Woemer,  upon  an  angular  Tine  of 
division,  and  that  it  is  represented  that  an 
alteration  and  straightening  of  the  division 
line,  and  an  exchange  of  certain  irregular 
strips  of  land,  will  be  conducive  to  the  inter* 
est  and  convenience  of  both  parties.  The 
bill  therefore  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  appoint  a  commission,  to  consist 
of  two  persons,  to  determine  upon  a  new 
division  line  between  the  property  of  John  G. 
Woemer,  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  and  the  St 
Louis  marine  hospital  tract,  which  shall  be 
a  continuous  straignt  line;  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  authorized,  if  he  shall  be 
satisfied  that  the  exchange  will  be  beneficial 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  to 
convey  to  John  G.  Woemer  the  strip  of  land 
that  may  be  found  to  lie  on  the  south  side  of 
the  line  so  determined  upon,  in  exchange  for 
the  strip  of  land  that  may  be  found  to  he  on 
the  north  side  of  the  line;  but  the  division 
line  is  to  be  so  located  that  the  exchange  of 
the  strip  df  land,  and  the  location  of  the 
line,  shall  involve  no  expense  to  the  Gov- 
ernment; and  upon  the  further  condition 
that  John  G.  Woemer  shall  pay  the  United 
States  the  sum  of  the  difference  of  value, 
if  any,  between  the  two  parcels  of  land  thus 
exchanged,  such  sum  to  be  ascertained  by 
the  commissioners,  who,  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment, are  to  choose  an  umpire ;  a  minority 
of  the  commission,  thus  constituted,  to  de- 
termine the  location  of  the  division  line,  and 
the  difference  in  value,  the  appraisement  and 


location  to  be  approved  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury ;  ana  upon  the  full  payment  of 
the  sum,  if  any  difference  in  value  should  be 
in  favor  of  the  United  States,  and  conveyance 
by  John  G.  Woemer  to  the  United  States  of  a 
valid  title  to  the  strip  or  parcel  of  land  lying 
north  of  the  new  division  line,  and  adjoining 
the  southeast  comer  of  the  St.  Louis  marine 
hospital  grounds,  and  the  payment  of  all  ex- 
penses that  may  be  incurred  in  locating  the 
new  line,  determining  the  difference  in  value 
of  the  two  parcels  of  land,  and  the  transfer 
herein  provided  for,  and  compliance  with  the 
other  conditions  herein  set  forth,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  to  execute  the  neces- 
sary deeds  for  the  conveyance  to  John  G. 
Woerner  of  the  parcel  of  land  lying  on  the 
south  side  of  the  new  division  line,  aid  adjoin- 
ing the  southwest  corner  of  the  St.  Louis 
marine  hospital  grounds. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

B.  0.  PRB88LBT. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take 
up  Senate  bill  No.  685,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Finance.  It  will  take  but  a 
moment  to  pass  it. 

.  The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Minnesota  has  yielded  for  the  two  bills  which 
have  just  been  disposed  of.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  now  asks  unanimous  consent 
to  take  up  the  bill  indicated  by  him. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Will  it  give  rise  to  debate  ? 

Mr.  SAWYER.    No,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  sub- 
ject  to  a  demand  for  the  regular  order  if  it 
gives  rise  to  debate. 

•  There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  (S.  No. 
G85)  for  the  relief  of  B.  C.  Pressley  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  It  directs  the  Secretarv  ot 
the  Treasury,  in  settling  the  accounts  of  B.  C. 
Pressley,  late  AssistantTreasurerof  the  United 
States  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  to  allow 
to  him  a  credit  of  $201,  interest  on  the  public 
debt  paid  by  him  in  July,  1860,  and  of  which 
payment  the  vouchers  have  been  lost. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MOBILB  AND  ALABAMA  GBAND  TRUNK  ROAD. 

Mr.  08B0RN.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
801)  granting  a  right  of  way  to  the  Mobile 
and  Alabama  Grand  Trank  Railroad  Com- 
pany through  and  over  lands  owned  by  the 
United  States,  have  directed  me  to  report 
it  back  with  two  slight  amendments,  and  rec- 
ommend its  passage.  It  is  a  very  brief  bill, 
and  I  ask  that  it  be  pat  on  its  passage  im- 
mediately. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  am  afraid  if  I  continue 
to  give  way  I  shall  yield  all  my  time. 

Mr.  OSBORN..  This  bill  will  take  but  a 
moment. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  There  cannot  be  objection 
to  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  If  the  Sen- 
ator from  Minnesota  does  not  yield  to  the 
Senator  from  Florida,  I  ask  him  to  allow  me 
to  offer  a  resolution  which  will  take  no  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  call  is  rest- 
ing at  reports  of  committees,  if  the'  Senator 
obiects. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  If  it  leads  to  no  discus- 
sion I  will  yield  for  this  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Florida,  but  I  do  not  desire  to  yield 
further. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
obiection  the  bill  will  be  taken  up,  subject  to 
a  demand  for  the  regular  order. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  authorizes  the  Mobile  and 
Alabama  Grand  Trunk  Railroad  Company,  a 


company  duly  incorporated  by  the  laws  of 
Alabama,  to  lay  out  and  construct  their  rail- 
road with  one  or  more  tracks,  as  they  may 
find  necessary  or  convenient  for  its  operation, 
and  to  have  a  right  of  way  of  one  hundred  feet 
on  each  side  of  the  road ;  and  also  to  enter 
upon,  lay  off,  and  appropriate  as  much  more  of 
the  land  as  may  be  necessary  or  convenient 
for  side-tracks,  depots,  water- stations,  or  other 
necessary  structures,  not  to  exceed  forty  acres 
in  any  one  place,  and  to  take  from  the  public 
lands  adjacent,  earth,  gravel,  stone,  or  other 
materials  for  the  construction  and  mainte- 
nance of  the  railroad.  Within  one  year  from 
the  passage  of  this  act  the  company  is  to  file 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  its  accept- 
ance of  the  terms  of  the  act,  .<»nd  a  map  of 
the  route,  exhibiting  the  line  of  the  zoad  and 
its  branch,  as  it  has  been  located.  It  is  to  bo 
the  duty  of  the  company  to  permit  any  other 
railroaii^  which  has  been  or  shall  be  author- 
ized by  the  United  States  or  by  the  State  of 
Florida,  to  form  running  connections  with  its 
road  on  fair  and  equitable  terms ;  and  in  case 
of  a  failure  of  the  company  to  establish  such 
terms,  then  such  terms  are  to  be  fixed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  road  is  to  be 
a  post  route  and  a  militaiy  road ;  and  Con- 
gress at  any  time,  having  due  regard  for  the 
rights  of  the  company,  may  fix  rates  of  tariff 
for  transportation  of  troops,  materials  of  war, 
and  mails ;  and  may  add  to,  alter,  or  amend 
this  act. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported 
the  bill  with  two  amendments,  in  line  twenty 
to  strike  out  the  words  "  and  its  branch,'*  and 
in  line  twenty-three  to  strike  out  the  words 
**  or  by  the  State  of  Florida." 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Was  that  bill  reported 
to-day? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  has  just  been 
reported  by  the  Senator  from  Florida. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  should  like  to  know 
something  about  it.  I  cannot  consent  to  its 
passage  without  knowing  something  about  it. 

Mr.  OSBORN.  As  I  understand  it,  there 
is  nothing  in  the  bill  except  to  allow  a  road 
now  under  construction  to  pass  through  the- 
public  lands  in  the  State.  It  grants  nothing 
at  all  but  the  right  of  way. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    In  what  State? 

Mr.  OSBORN.     Alabama. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  It  grants  no  lands,  but 
the  right  of  way  except,  where  they  wish  to  put 
a  depot  or  water-station  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Are thesepublic lands ? 

Mr.  OSBORN.  Ye»,  sir;  United  States 
public  lands. 

I     The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    Does  the  Sena- 
tor from  South  Carolina  object? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     No,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
committee  will  be  regarded  as  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend* 
ed,  and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
how  long  this  right  of  way  is  to  continue.  Is 
there  any  limit  within  which  it  is  to  expire? 

Mr.  SPENCER.  As  long  as  the  railroad 
lasts,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Suppose  they  do  not 
build  their  railroad  ? 

Mr.  OSBORN.    I  think  there  is  no  limit. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  submit  there  ought  to 
be  a  limit.  This  granting  a  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands  to  a  particular  road  to  stand 
there  in  the  way  of  building  other  roads  through 
all  time  and  compel  somebody  else  to  buy  them 
out,  is  all  wrong.  If  the  right  of  way  is  granted 
through  these  lands  they  should  be  required 
within  some  time  to  complete  their  road  or 
else  Uie  right  should  be  forteited.  If  you  create 
these  rights  in  perpetuity  they  embarrass  the 
future  action  of  the  Government  and  the  people 
in  making  improvements  on  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  will  state  lo  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  that  some  forty  miles  of  this  road 
are  already  built  and  in  operation. 
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Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  it  can  do  no  harm 
to  require  this  company  within  some  reason- 
able time  to  complete  their  road  or  else  this 
right  shall  be  forfeited. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  will  accept  such  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  OSBORN.  I  have  no  objection  to  an 
amendment  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Anytime  deemed  proper 
by  those  familiar  with  the  road  and  the  coun- 
try will  be  satisfactory  to  me. 

Mr.  SPENCER  and  Mr.  OSBORN.  Say 
fiye  years. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.    Three  years. 

Mr.  OSBORN.    Let  it  be  five  years. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  appears  to  be 
assented  to  that  this  grant  shall  not  continue 
longer  than  five  years.  No  objection  being 
made,  the  bill  will  be  so  amended.  The 
phraseology  will  be  arranged  by  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  and  the  Senator  from  Florida. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  not  particular 
about  the  time.  I  think  there  should  be  a 
limit.  Five  years  is  a  eood  while  for  a  road 
already  partly  completecT. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Forty  miles  of  it  are  run- 
ning now. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILL  RECOUMITTED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WEST,  the  bill  (S.  No. 
669)  for  the  relief  of  California  and  Nevada 
veteran  volunteers,  honorably  discharged  at 
points  distant  from  that  of  original  enlistment, 
was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afifsirs. 

KEDUCTION  OF  TAXES. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  desire  to 
offer  a  resolution  to  which  I  think  there  n^ill 
not  be  a  dissenting  voice  in  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Pending  the  call 
of  reports  of  committees  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  asks  unanimous  consent  to  offer  a 
resolution,  which  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  fol- 
lows: 

'  Rewlved,  Hiat  the  Comm  itteo  on  Finance  be,  and 
hereby  is,  iostmoted  to  report  nn  smendmeDt  to  any 
bill  rodaotog  taxes  which  shall  repeal  the  internid 
rovcnao  laws  bow  in  force  imposing  taxes,  as  fol- 
lows :  the  tax  on  illuminatlDg  gas,  the  taxes  im- 
posed by  BcctioD  one  hnndred  and  ten  of  the  act 
eniitlod  "An  act  to  provide  internal  revenue  to 
suDport  tbo  Qorcrnment,  to   pay  interest  on   the 

Snblio  debt,  and  for  other  purposes."  approved 
one  30,  1694;  as  subsequently  amended,  and  all 
taxes  payable  b^  stamps,  excepting  snoh  as  relate 
to  distilled  spirits,  fermented  liquors,  and  tobacco, 
snuff,  and  cigars. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Whatever 
else  we  may  do,  I  believe  we  are  all  agreed 
this  shall  be  done. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  would  like  to  improve 
that  resolution,  which  I  think  is  a  very  good 
one,  by  putting  in  a  provision  to  suspend  tho 
collection  of  the  income  tax  for  the  carrent 
year. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  hope  the 
Senator  will  not  embarrass  thid  pro'^osition. 
Let  that  be  an  independent  proposition. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Then  I  will  offer  mine 
as  an  independent  proposition. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  do  not  WisU  to  object  to 
the  passage  of  this  if  it  is  thd  sense  of  the 
Senate;  but  it  seems  to  me  the  taifes  collected 
by  stamps  are  the  cheapest  taxes  collected ; 
they  are  collected  at  no  expense  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  think  the  income  tax  is  a  much 
worse  tax  and  creates  more  dissatisfaction. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  If  this  resolution  gives 
rise  to  a  discussion  of  the  income  tax,  I  shall 
have  to  call  for  the  regular  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Minnesota  objects  to  its  consideration  because 
ho  desires  a  few  moments  for  the  bill  called  up 
by  him. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  should  like 
a  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  believe  I  never  did  object 
to  anything  in  my  life  ;  but  I  am  inclined  now, 
1  think  for  the  first  time,  to  object  to  the  pass- 


ing of  a  great  financial  measure  in  the  morn- 
ing hour,  especially  until  I  have  made  two  or 
three  reports. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Report*  are  in 
order. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  suggest 
that  the  resolution  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  withdraw 
the  resolution  until  I  have  a  better  oppor- 
tunity. 

REPOaTS  OF  C0MMITIJ5KS. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1823^  making  appropriations  for  the  con- 
sular and  diplomatic  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1873,  and 
for  other  ^lurposes,  have  directed  me  to  report 
it  back  with  certain  amendments,  and  I  give 
notice  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  call  it  up  as 
soon  as  we  can  reach  it. 

Mr.  HOWE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Caleb 
White  and  Bettie  A.  Thomas,  praying  to  be 
reimbursed  for  overcharges  in  the  shipment 
and  sale  of  certain  cotton  seized  and  sold  by 
an  agent  of  the  Government,  submitted  an 
adverse  report  thereon,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed ;  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
its  mrther  consideration,  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  oetition  of  Harlow  J.  Phelps, 
of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  praying  the  return 
of  a  tax  on  cotton  alleged  to  have  been  ille- 
gally collected  of  him  iu  1865,  submitted  an 
adverse  report  thereon,  which  was  ordered  to 
be  printed ;  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
its  further  consideration,  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  ^.  No.  485)  for  the  relief' 
of  Harlow  J.  Phelps  <b  Co.,  reported  adversely 
thereon,  and  moved  its  indefinite  postpone- 
ment; which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  memorial  of  William  Brad- 
dus,  praying  compensation  for  a  horse  taken 
from  him  by  United  States  troops  in  1862, 
submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed ;  and  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  ite  further  consideration, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CORBETT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmit- 
ting a  copy  of  a  commanication  from  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  the  etc- 
companying  papers,  being  the  claim  of  J.  k 
C.  M.  Datley  for  goods  and  provisions  for- 
nished  the  Sioux  Indians  in  Minnesota  by 
re(|Qest  of  th«ir  afent  in  1862,  reported  d  bill 
(S.  No.  868)  for  the  relief  of  J.  t  C.  M. 
Datley ;  which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

BILLS INTRODUOeD. 

Mr.  RICE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
860)  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Hutohison  and 
Thomas  tL,  Hutchinson  of  De  Witt,  Arkansas 
county,  Arkansas ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No,  870)  for  the  relief  of  Henry  Ware ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  und  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  871)  to  secure  uniformity  in  tho 
gauge  of  the  railroads  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORTON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  872)  granting  a  pension  of  filly  dollars 
per  month  to  Samuel  Davis,  of  New  Trenton, 
Indiana;   which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

UATDBM's  OCOLOGICAL  &DRTKY. 

Mr.  POMEROY  submitted  the  following 
resolution ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing : 

Heiolvedt  (the  House  of  Representatives  concar- 
ring.)  That  were  be  printed  five  thousand  copies  of 
Professor  Hayden's  report  of  the  roologieal  survey 
of  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  for  1869;  two  thouf  ind 
copies  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  KepreseDtative«, 
one  thousand  for  the  use  of  tho  Senate,  one  thoa- 
sand  for  the  use  of  the  SeoretiUT  of  the  Interior,  and 
one  thousand  for  distribution  by  the  Smithsonios 
Institution. 

LAND  ORANTS  TO  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  submitted  the  following 
resolution;  which  was  considered  by  unam- 
mou8  consent,  and  agreed  to  : 

J?Mo/oed,  That  the  Seeretary  of  the  Interior  b« 
directed  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  any  informatioa 
showing  what  action,  if  any,  has  been  taken  regard- 
ing the  lands  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  granted  to 
said  State  in  aid  of  the  New  Orleans,  Opeloasas,  and 
Oroat  Western  railroad  by  act  approved  Jaoe  3, 
1856,  and  what  are  declared  forfeited  to  the  United 
States  by  act  approved  July  14, 1870. 

REDUCTION  OF  TAXES. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Ilesolutioup 
being  in  order  I  again  offer  my  resolution,  and 
I  desire  to  state  that  I  suppose  the  t&ri^  bill 
will  come  up  immediately  after  one  o'clock, 
and  it  seems  to  me  it  would  facilitate  a  com- 
mon understanding  if  we  could  pass  a  resolu 
tion  something  of  this  character,  showing  that 
it  was  the  purpose  of  the  Senate  to  repeal  a 
very  large  portion  of  internal  revenue  taxes. 
I  do  not  desire  to  discuss  the  relative  points ; 
there  may  be  some  points  embraced  iii  this  a& 
to  which  I  should  not  agree  when  the  ^nestiou 
finally  comes  up  for  action.  I  might  be  dis- 
posed, for  instance,  to  retain  a  portion  of  the 
stamp  taxes ;  but  in  its  general  scope  I  think 
all  Senators  will  agree  that  in  the  main  the 
internal  taxes  are  to  disappear,  and  I  there- 
fore- hope  for  an  action  of  the  Senate  wiihoat 
discussion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDfiNT.  Is  tliere  objec 
tion  to  the  consideration  of  the  reaolution? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  mast  object  if  it  gives 
rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  do  not 
think  it  will  give  rise  to  debate. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  The  indications  a  little 
while  ago  were  pretty  strong  that  it  would. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  can- 
not entertain  a  conditional  objection. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  will  with- 
draw the  resolution  if  it  gives  rise  to  debate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    Does  any  Sen 
ator  desire  that  the  resolution  be  read?    It 
was  read  a  few  minutes  ago. 

Several  Senators.    Let  it  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  resolution. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Not  fully  understanding 
the  effect  of  that  resolution, I  object  to  its 
present  considei^ation. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Very  well, 
I  withdraw  it  again  for  the  piesent. 

tU0]^A6  B.  VALBNTma. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1024)  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  B.  Valentine,  to  report  it  back 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  pass.  As  this 
bill,  or  rather  a  bill  more  favorable  in  terms 
to  toe  petitioner,  has  already  pa^ed  the  Sen- 
ate, and  has. been  twice  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Private  Land  Claims>  I  ask  for  its 
immediate  consideration.  .  It  failed  in  the 
House  of  Representatives  at  the  last  Congress 
merely  for  want  of,  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  present  consideration  of  the  bill? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  do  not  object  if  it  docs 
not  give  rise  to  debate;  but  I.givc  notice  that 
I  will  insist  on  the  regular  order  hereafter. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  should  not  be  willing  to 
have  that  bill  pass  without  an  explanation. 
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Mr.  WINDOM.  I  iosist  oa  the  regular 
order. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  This  is  not  a  land  ffrant, 
bat  an  opportunity  to  let  the  party  be  heard 
in  a  court  of  justice. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  aware  of  that ;  but 
it  is  in  a  case  where  the  party  has  once  been 
heard.  It  revives  the  status  of  a  party  that 
has  once  been  heard.  I  perhaps  shall  vote  for 
the  bill  when  I  come  to  hear  it  explained^  but 
I  am  not  willing  to  see  it  passed  without  ^n 
explanation. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  He  has  never  beea  hffit^d. 
The  claim  was  withdrawn  under  a  misai^re- 
hension.  This  simply  gives  bim^n  ppportqnity 
of  being  heard  so  as  not  to  lose  the  right  of 
appeal,  which  was  lost  under  a  misapprehen- 
sion that  he  had  a  right  to  come  in  at  a  certain 
time. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  prefer  an  opportumty  to 
examine  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  witbdran  the  report  for 
to-day. 

BBAH  ItlVBE  VALLBY. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Minnesota,  during  the  pendency  of  the 
morning  business,  obtained  linanimous  con- 
sent to  consider  a  bill  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands.  If  the  morning  busi- 
ness is  through|  that  bill  is  now  before  the 
Senate. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  348)  to  provide  for  the 
irrigation  of  Bear  River  yalley,  in  Utah  Ter- 
ritory, was  considered  as  m  Comipittee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Liands  was  read,  being  to  stril^e  o\it  ^1  afler  the 
enacting  clause  and  to  insert  a  substitute. 

Mr.  WiNDOM.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  have  instructed  me  to  offer  several 
amendments,  principally  verbal,  which  I  send 
to  the  Chair. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  a^eed  to ; 
and  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  as  amended,  was  to  strike  out  all 
afrer  tho  enacting  clause  and  insert  the  fol- 
lowing: 

That  Schuyler  R.  loyham,  Warren  Hussey.  and 
John  Tiernao,  of  Vtab :  William  M.  Stone^  James 
A.  WiliiiuBBQn.  and  0.  F.  Alko.  of  Iowa:  James  C. 
McOrofor  and  Japob  D.  ilerkimer,  of  Indiana: 
£tiiah  Sells,  of  EanBai^.  and  their  associates  and 
ffuccessore.  are  hereby  oreated  and  declared  to  be  a 
body  politic  and  cor  Borate,  in  deed  and  in  law.  by 
the  name  and  style  of  the  Bear  Eiver  Irrifiration 
Company ;  and  b^  that  name  and  style  shall  have 
perp«t<iaUiicoeasion,  and  be  able  to  sue  and  be  sued, 
plead  and  be  impleaded,  defend  aod  be  defended,  in 
all  ooarts  of  law  and  equity  within  the  United 
States,  mako  and  use  a  common  seal,  acquire,  hold, 
and  tranif^  property,  and  generally  to  perform  all 
acta  relative  to  theofadcotof  thiaorffaoisation  wbi^h 
is  now  or  ih^U  be  lawful  for  individuals  or  bodies 
politic  or  c6rporate  to  do.  The  officers  of  said  com- 
pany shall  oonsist  of  a  board  of  seven  directors,  a 
president,  vice  president,  secretary,  and  tre«aurer, 
with  suoh  oth^r  of&Qers  and  akants  as  the  by-laws 
may  provide.  Tho  directors  shall  be  chosen  from 
tbestoekholders.  the  yresidentand  the  vice  president 
from  the  directors,  and  shall  hold  their  respeetive 
offices  for  the  tf  rm  of  one  year,  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors are  elected  and  qualified*  The  secretary  and 
the  treasurer  shall  give  saeh  bonds  as  tl^e  by-laws 
may  require,  aod  shall  hol^  thfv  offices  at  the 
pleasure  of  tho  bofurd. 

Src,  2.  That  the  capital  stock  of  said  company 
9ball  ednsist  of  ten  thoasand  shares  of  SlOeeaeh,  and 
■hall  be  eubscribed  for  in  not  more  than  one  thou- 
oand  shares  by  any  one  perfon.  and  shall  be  there- 
after transferable  in  such  taaanner  as  the  b^-Iaws  of 
tho  oompany  may  provide.  The  ftrst  aeetinc  of  the 
corporaiora  herein  naiped  ^hall  be  hold  at  the  city 
of  Omaba>  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  at  such  time  as 
they  or  n  majority  Of  tbom$haUd^ignate  in  writing, 
and  not  later  than  one  month  after  the  passage  ot' 
thUaet;  and  atsuoh  meeting  said  corporators,  or 
their  representatives  by  written  proxy,  shall  organ- 
iae  by  tho  selection  of  a  chairman,  secretary,  and 
treasurer,  and  proceed  to  open  books  £or  reoeiving 
sobseriptiona  to  the  capital  stock  of  said  company, 
and  so  soon  as  the  eapital  stock  herein  authorised 
shall,  in  good  faith,  have  been  subscribed  for,  and 
one  dollar  per  share  actually  paid  into  the  treasury, 
OS  a  msjoricy  of  said  corporators  may  determine, 
the  said  stoekoldera,  or  their  assifmees  and  suooee- 
sors.  shall  thereafter  constitute  said  body  corporate 
and  politic;  said  stockholders  shall  then  and  there 
proceed  to  elect  a  board  of  director!,  who  shall 
serve  until  the  annual  meeting  of  the  stookholdsrs 
in  the  year  1873:  and  the  direetors  so  chosen  shall, 
at  their  first  meeting  thereafter,  elect  a  president 

d  a  vice  president,  who  shall  serve  for  the  sane 
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term  for  which  said  directors  were  chosen,  and 
also  a  secretary  and  a  treasurer.  The  meeting  of 
stockholders  for  the  election  of  direetors,  and  the 
transaction  of  other  buatness  pertaining  to  the  affairs 
of  the  company,  shall,  after  said  first  meeting,  be 
held  at  the  city  of  Corinne.  in  Utah,  on  the  first 
Thursday  in  June  of  each  year;  and  special  meet- 
ing4  of  the  stockholders  may  be  dUled,  when  deemed 
important,  by  a  majority  of  the  board,  of  which  due 
notice  shall  be  given  to  each  stockholder;  said  com- 
pany, at  any  regular  or  special  meeting  of  the  stoek- 
nol^en;  shall  have  power  to  adopt  by-laws,  rules,  and 
regulations,  as  they  may  deem  needful  and  proper, 
touching  the  control  and  disposition  of  the  corpor- 
ate property,  estate,  and  effioots  of  the  oompany,  the 
powers  and  duties  of  the  officers,  the  prosecution 
of  its  work,  the  issuance  of  bonds,  and  all  other  mat- 
ters relating  to  tho  business  and  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany, not  inconsistent  With  law  or  the  pro7Lsions  of 
uda  act.  The  capital  stock  of  said  company  may 
be  assessed,  by  directipn  of  the  stockholders,  in  any 
amount  dot  e;Kceeding  five  percent,  in  any  one  year, 
unless  all  thestookhoMers  agree  to  a  greater  amount ; 
and  if  any  atoekholder  shall  fail  to  pay  the  amount 
assesMd  upon  his  stock  for  more  than  aixty  days 
after  tho  same  becomes  due,  the  stock  owned  hy  him 
may  be  advertised  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder 
therefor,  in  auoh  manner  as  the  board  may  direct, 
an4  the  proceeds  derived  therefrom  shall  be  paid 
into  the  treasury,  and  treated  as  other  funds  belong- 
ing to  the  company.  In  the  elecfion  of  directoti, 
and  upon  questions  requiring  a  vote  of  the  sto^- 
holders,  each  stockholder  ithall  be  entitled  to  one 
vote  for  each  share  of  stock  owned  by  him.  A  major- 
ity of  the  board,  including  the  president,  irikall  be  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  businciss.  Bividends 
may  be  declared  by  said  company  as  fk  majority  of 
the  stockholders  may  determine. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  total  indebtedness  of  said  oompany 
shall  not  at  any  time  exceed  the  pum  of  $600,000,  and 
the  stockholders  shall  not  be  individually  liable 
therefor  to  an  amount  greater  than  the  proportion 
their  shares  respectively  bear  to  the  whole  capital 
stock  beyond  the  unpaid  iastallments  assessed  upon 
their  stock.  All  deeds,  bonds,  contracts,  and  other 
instruments  executed  and  issued  by  said  company 
shall  be  signed  by  the  president,  countersigned  by 
the  secretary,  and  authenticated  by  the  corporate 
seal ;  but  no  such  instrument  or  obligation  shall  be 
executed  or  issued  until  the  same  has  been  ordered 
by  the  board  of  direetors,  which  order  shall  bedaly 
entered  upon  the  records  of  the  company.  The  sec- 
retary shall  keep  an  accurate  record  of  the  acts,  refo- 
lutions,  orders,  and  proceedings  of  the  stockholders 
and  of  the  board  of  directors,  which  record  shall  be 
subject,  at  all  reasonable  hours,  to  the  inspection 
of  any  member  of  said  conipany,  or  of  any  bond- 
holder or  other  person  legallv  interested  in  the 
affain  of  said  company.  All  bonds  issued  by  said 
company  shall  be  and  operate  as  a  9P9cial  lien  upon 
all  lands  of  said  company,  and  upon  all  other  prop- 
erty belonging  to  said  company.  Tho  capital  of 
said  company  may  be  Increased  to  fifteen  tnonsand 
shares,  of  $lOaF  each,  upon  a  v^te  of  two  thirds  of 
the  original  stock  authorising  such  increase. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  object  of  this  ori^ anizatipn  being 
to  irrigate  the  valley  of  Bear  river,  in  said  Territory 
of  Utah,  and  to  furnish  water  for  mechanical  and 
other  purl>08e8.  there  is  hereby  granted  to  said  com- 
pany the  right  to  construct  a  canal  from  some  point 
sn  or  above  the  ca&on  whore  said  river  debouches 
through  the  Wahsatch  >;iiountains.  aud  on  either 
side  hereof,  by  the  nearest  and  most  practicable 
line,  to  tho  level  or  top  of  the  plateau  on  the  west 
side  of  said  stream,  at  any  convenient  point,  aod 
from  thence  along  said  plateau,  between  said  river 
and  the  mountains,  in  a  southerly  or  southwest- 
erly direction  across  the  line  of  the  Central  Pacific 
railway,  to  that  portion  of  Salt  lake  known  as 
Bear  river  boy;  and  said  company,  for  said  pur- 
poses, shall  have  tho  right  to  construct  such  dams, 
aqueducts,  and  flumes  across  said  river  as  may  bo 
necessary  to  conduct  and  iiupply  water  for  said 
oanal ;  and  shall  alao  have  the  right  to  divert  and 
take  from  said  river  the  water  necessary  to  fill 
and  supply  said  canal  and  branebes,  and  shall 
have  the  right  to  enter  upon  and  take  from  the 
publio  landa  any  rock,  timber,  stone,  or  other  ma- 
terial that  may  be  required  in  the  construction 
of  said  canal,  or  the  dams,  oquedaots,  fiumes.  gates, 
and  looks  connected  therewith.  Said  company  shall 
also  have  the  right  to  construct  a  dam  across  tho 
Malade  river  at  any  convenient  and  practicable 
point,  and  use  the  water  of  said  stream,  in  aid  of  and 
auxiliary  to  said  canal.  And  said  company  shall 
have  the  right  of  way  through  the  publio  lauds  for 
said  canal,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  feet  in  width 
on  either  side  thereof,  aod  shall  also  havo  the  right 
of  way  for  the  principal  branches  directly  oonnoe ted 
with  said  main  canal,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
feet  on  either  side,  unless  a  greater  width  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  aod  fifty  feet  be  required  for 
excavations  and  embankments ;  and  in  like  manner 
shall  have  the  right  of  way  over  ^nd  through  any 
landis  owned  by  companies  or  individuals;  and  in 
case  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lands  or  premises 
and  the  said  oompany  oannot  agree  as  to  the  value 
of  the  premises  taken  or  to  be  taken  for  the  use  of 
said  canal  and  its  said  branohes,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  president  or  secretary  of  said  company,  upon 
giving  at  least  t«n  days'  nottoe  to  the  owner  or  own- 
ers, to  apply  to  one  of  the  United  States  Judges  of 
said  Territory  for  the  appointment  of  persons,  resi- 
dents of  said  Territory,  to  aaeertain  and  determine 
the  value  of  such  property;  and  thereupon  the  said 
Judge  shall  appoint  three  disinterested  persons,  who 
shall,  upon  oath,  assess  the  value  of  the  property 
so  taken,  which  shall  be  assessed  without  reter- 
enoe  to  tha  increased  value  whiob  tho  eonotruc- 


tlon  of  said  canal  may  ^ve  it;  said  appraUers 
shall  rooeivo  a  reaaonable  compensation  for  iniir 
servioes,  to  be  paid  by  tho  said  company.  Said  canal 
shall  be  so  constructed  after  reaching  the  plateau 
aforesaid  as  to  afford  a  water-levol  of  at  least  ten 
feet  in  width,  four  feet  in  depth,  and  with  an  aver- 
age current  of  at  least  one  mile  per  hour ;  and  said 
company  shall  construct  such  branches,  laterals,  and 
distributing  channels  oa  may  bo  necessary  to  con- 
duct water  to  the  lands  within  tho  current  and  flow 
of  water  from  said  oanal ;  and  said  company  shall  be 
under  obligation  to  keep  said  canal,  its  branches, 
laterals,  and  distributing  channels,  in  constant  and 
suitable  repair,  so  that  every  owner  or  occupant  of 
land  within  tho  flowage  from  said  canal  shall,  during 
every  season,  be  able  to  procure  bis  proportionate 
share  of  water  therefrom  for  agricultural  uses;  and 
if  said  oompany  shall  neglect,  during  anyone  entire 
year,  to  keep  said  oanal  and  its  branches,  laterals, 
and  distributing  channels  in  such  repair,  unless  pre- 
veiited  by  unavoidable  causes,  the  franchise  and 
rights  hereby  created  and  conferred  shall  bo  liable 
to  forfeiture  by  proper  proceedings  to  bo  taken  by 
the  Attorney  General  in  the  courtp  of  the  United 
States,  and,  upon  Judgment  being  rendered  in  such 
proceeding  against  said  company,  tho  said  canal, 
with  all  its  appiurteaanoea  and  incidents,  shall  re- 
vert to  and  become  the  property  of  the  United  States. 
That  said  company  shall  not  charire  to  any  perion 
obtaining  water  from  said  canal  higher  ratci  Uian 
ara  charged  by  said  company  to  the  grantees  of  itn 
own  lands.  That  the  constru9tlon  of  fa^d  canal 
across  the  Central  Pacific  railway  shall  be  after  pro- 
ceedings bad  as  in  other  caaes  as  in  this  Motion  pro- 
vided, and  shall  be  without  Murv  or  axyense  to 
said  railway  company :  rrovided^  That  the  toll  for 
using  the  water  of  said  canal  or  of  the  feeder^  and 
ditehes.  and  the  rules  as  to  the  mode  brdispostng  of 
the  same,  exoepf  ai  herainqtharwiAO  provided.  9haU 
be  subiject  to  existing  or  future  laws  of  Gongr^s. 

SEC.  6.  That,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  oon- 
struction  of  said  canal  ahd  1U  brunonos,  there  la 
hereby  granted  to  said  eompany  |ao^  equal  to  sis 
sections  per  mile  for  each  mile  of  said  muin  cnnol 
bonstructod  as  hereinbefore  required,  and  inoludi'ag 
for  the  purposeof  this  grant,  the  branch  of  said  oanal 
conatrnoted  between  the  Midade  river  aod  tho  Bear 
river;  said  Ii^d^  to  be  selected  from  the  even-num- 
bered sections  Inng  nearest  to  and  conterminous  with 
thelineof  said  Indin  canal,  and  within  a  distance 
of  twelve  miles  therefrom;  aud  to  be  taken  from 
sections  or  parts  of  sections  of  ihe  turves  ed  lands 
of  the  United  States  n6t  heretofore  grnnted,  reserved, 
or  sold,  or  to  which  pree'mption  or  homeRteud  flaima 
have  not  been  proved  and  eptablisbcd  aooordlng  to 
the  laws  of  Congress— mineral  lands  being  excepted 
from  this  grant.  That  so  soon  as  said  incorporators 
shall  filCj  in  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  a  map 
designating  the  line  of  said  canol,  and  the  branch 
thereof  between  the  Malade  And  Bear  rivers,  asuoor 
as  may  be,  the  fieorsiayy  ef  the  Intarior  shall  there^ 
upon  cause  the  lap^A  herfiby  granted  within  said 
limits  to  be  withdrawn  from  market.  Said  company 
shall  also  have  the  right  to  donstruct  a  dam  ncross 
tho  Malade  river  at  any  convanient  nod  practicable 
point,  and  use  the  watu  of  said  stream  in  aid  of 
and  as  auxiliary  to  s^id  capal :  Providtd,  That  if. 
by  reaaon  of  prior  grants,  pree'mption  or  homestead 
ciaimi,  the  amount  of  lan40  to  which  said  company 
shall  be  entitled  for  the  construction  of  said  main 
canal,  and  tho  branch  thereof  between  thcMnlade  nnd 
the  Bear  rivers,  oannot  be  obtained  from  the  oven- 
numbered  sections  within  said  limit  of  twelve  miles, 
selections  may  be  made  from  the  odd-numbered  sec- 
tions within  said  limit  snmotent  to  make  up  the 
amount  to  which  said  oompany  mall  l>o  entitled 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  6.  That  the  surveyor  general  of  CJtah  is  here- 
by constituted  a  commissioner  to  select  the  lands  to 
which  said  company  shall  be  entitled  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act.  and  shall,  after  said  map  bas 
been  filed  in  the  Interior  Department,  prooond  to 
ael^ct  said  lands  within  the  Hjpits  aforesaid,  and 
report  a  map  thereof  to  said  Papartment;  and 
whenever  said  commissioned  snail  be  satisfied  that 
any  section  of  five  miles  of  laid  canal  has  been  oom- 
pietisaia  the  manner  required  by  the  provi^ons  of 
this  act,  he  shall  forwam  a  certificate  of  Such  fact 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 'accompanied  by  a 

glat  of  such  completed  section;  whereupon  said 
ecretary  shall  cause  a  patent  to  be  issued  to  said 
company  for  the  sections  of  land  to  which  it  shall  be 
entitled  for  such  completed  section  of  canal :  and  in 
like  manner  said  oompany  shall  thereafter  receive 
a  patent  for  every- such  saptlen  of  eoippleted  canal 
until  tho  laat  section  of  said  canal,  being  five  miles 
or  less,  fhall  have  been  completed  tn  reqofred  by 
this  act;  and  if  said  canal  shall  not  have  been  com- 
pleted by  the  1st  day  of  July.  1B76,  then  the  lands 


hereby  granted,  and  not  already  patented  tp  said 
company,  shall  revert  to  tho  United  States  ar  ' 
disposed  of  as  other  public  lands.    That  said  sur 


veyor  general,  while  acting  as  auch  commissioner, 
shall  receive  a  per  diem  oompeosation  of  five  dol- 
lars, and  his  necessary  expensed,  to  bo  paid  by  said 
company. 

Sic.  7.  That  the  right  is  hereby  expressly  reserved 
to  Congress  to  amend  the  provisions  of  Ihis  act.  so 
as  to  secure  the  benefits  dcsianed  to  be  conferred 
upon  the  owners  and  occnpants  of  said  lands. 

TUe  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amend- 
m^ut  of  tha  com^iitte^  biding  in  the  nature  of 
a  subatiti^te,  will  he,  for  convenience,  if  there 
be  no  objection,  regarded  as  if  it  were  on  ori- 
ginal billj  ouen  to  amendment. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.    As  this  is  ^,  new  land 
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ffrant,  and  as  the  lands  proposed  to  be  granted 
Dj  this  bill  are  in  the  immediate  neighborhood 
of  my  own  State,  the  first  meeting  of  the  cor- 
porators being  in  my  own  town,  I  think  it  is 
proper,  if  Congress  is  disposed  to  be  still  gen- 
erous with  the  pablic  lands,  that  at  least  one 
of  the  corporators  named  should  come  from 
my  State.  I  move,  therefore,  to  amend  the 
bill  by  inserting  as  a  corporator,  after  the  last 
name  now  in  the  bill,  '*  P.  0.  Hawes,  of 
Nebraska.'* 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  hope  this  amendment 
may  not  be  adopted.  The  incorporators  now 
have  already  been  at  considerable  expense  in 
preparing  for  this  work,  and  I  think  another 
ought  not  to  be  added. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  the  unfinished  business  be  postponed  for 
the  present. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  tarifiP  bill  is  before 
the  Senate.  The  Senator  from  Minnesota 
asks  unanimous  consent  that  it  be  informally 
passed  over,  subject  to  a  demand  for  the  reg- 
ular order. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  this  bill  can  be  passed 
without  any  further  debate,  I  shall  not  object ; 
but  if  it  is  going  to  lead  to  debatCi  I  must 
insist  on  the  regular  order. 

.The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  bill  be 
continued  now,  it  will  be  subject  to  a  demand 
for  the  regular  order  at  any  moment. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  This  bill  cannot  be 
passed  without  several  amendments  being 
offered  by  myself,  and  it  will  require  some 
discussion.     I  demand  the  regular  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  in  the 
nature  of  an  objection  to  passing  over  the  reg- 
ular order.  The  tariff  biU  is  now  before  the 
Senate. 

ORB  AT  RIGOLBT  BRIDQB. 

Mr.  WEST.  I  desire  to  enter  a  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  (S.  No. 
261)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  to 
establish  and  declare  the  railroad  and  bridges 
of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Chattanooga 
Railroad  Company,  as  hereafter,  constructed, 
a  post  road,  and  for  other  purposes/'  ap- 
proved March  2,  1868,  was  passed.  It  was 
passed  inadvertently  while  we  were  consider- 
ing the  business  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  to 
reconsider  will  be  entered  on  the  Journal. 

AHBNDMKNT  TO  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  HARLAN  submitted  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1192)  making  appropriations  for  the  current 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  foY  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  wiUi 
various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  June 
80,  1878,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

liBSSAQB  FROM  THB  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhkbson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  concurred  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (S.  No. 
792)  in  addition  to  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  ''An  act  for  the  removal  of  causes  in 
certain  cases  from  Stale  courts,"  approved  July 
27,  18G6,  approved  March  2,  1867. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  bill  (S.  No.  447)  to  enable 
honorably  discharged  soldiers  and  sailors,  their 
widows  and  orphan  children,  to  acquire  home- 
steads on  the  public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
House  had  passed  the  following  bills  and  joint 
resolution  ;  in  which  it  requested  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  859)  to  change  the  time 
for  holding  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 


the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of 
Wisconsin  at  La  Crosse  ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1688)  to  chance  the  time 
for  holding  the  spring  term  of  the  United 
States  circuit  and  district  courts  at  Harrison- 
burg, Virginia ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2046)  for  the  relief  of 
Theodore  Adams ;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  117)  to  author- 
ize the  erection  of  a  colossal  statue  of  the 
late  Admiral  Farragnt. 

8BNAT0R  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Mr.  SCOTT.     Mr.  President 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  that 
he  is  reminded  by  his  rising  that  he  was  en- 
titled to  the  floor  several  days  since  at  the  close 
of  the  session  when  this  bill  was  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  LOQAN.  If  the  Senator  will  give  way 
for  a  moment,  I  desire  to  make  a  proposition 
to  the  Senate.  I  wish  to  see  if  an  agreement 
cannot  be  made  in  reference  to  the  election 
case  from  North  Carolina.  It  will  take  but  a 
moment. 

Mr.  SCOTT.     I  yield  to  the  Senator. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  1  gave  notice  to  the  Senate 
on  Thursday  or  Fric&y  last  that  I  would  call 
up  this  case  immediately  after  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  had  had  a  day 
for  the  disposal  of  bills  from  his  committee  ; 
but  finding  this  morning  that  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Thubhan]  is  not  in  his  seat,  and 
learning  from  one  of  his  friends  that  he  is  quite 
unwell  and  notable  to  be  in  the  Senate,  know- 
ing he  desires  to  particioate  in  the  discussion 
of  this  question,  I  shoula  like  after  consulting 
with  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Car- 
pentkb]  to  have  a  day  named  on  which  the 
Senate  will  be  willing  to  have  this  question 
taken  up  and  disposed  of.  It  ought  to  be  done. 
In  my  opinion  it  Ought  to  be  a  privileged  ques- 
tion, but  it  seems  it  is  not  in  the  Senate.  It 
is  one  of  great  importance.  I  should  like 
to  know  if  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  any 
definite  idea  as  to  when  the  tariff  bill  will 
be  disposed  of.  for  I  do  not  wish  to  suggest 
a  day  that  will  interfere  with  him  or  with 
anybody  else. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  ol^ection  to 
any  day  being  fixed  for  that  case  that  the  Sen- 
ator may  desire.  I  have  no  idea  as  to  when 
the  tariff  bill  will  be  disposed  of.  Every  Sen- 
ator can  form  as  good  an  opinion  on  that  sub- 
ject as  1  can.  But  1  think  we  ought  to  stick 
to  it  until  we  set  through  with  it. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  dislike  to  be  compelled  to 
urge  this  matter  so  oflen,  but  I  do  not  know 
when  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thurman] 
will  be  in  health  to  be  in  the  Senate  and  par- 
ticipate in  the  discussion. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Allow  me  to  suggest 
to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  to  say  Tueraay 
next.  That  will  probably  enable  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  to  be  present.  It  is  desirable  that 
some  day  should  be  fixed  in  advance  so  that 
we  may  all  know  it.  I  do  not  care  what  day 
it  is. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  any 
particular  day. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  that,  since  it  is  so  uncertain  what  day 
will  suit  the  convenience  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  we  had  better  not  fix  a  day.  However, 
I  will  not  object  to  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  suggest  to  my  colleague 
on  the  committee,  the  Senator  from  Georgia, 
that  unless  a  day  be  fixed  in  advance,  there  is 
no  telling  when  we  can  get  this  subject  up. 

Mr.  HILL.  Very  well ;  I  will  not  object  to 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  to  say  next  Monday. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Very  well ;  I  am  willing  to 
8a;|r  Monday,  if  that  will  suit  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  LOGAN.    That  will  be  satisfiMtoiy  to 


me  if  the  Senate  will  agree  to  take  it  op  on 
Monday  after  the  morninfc  hour. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Unless  by  unani 
mous  consent  the  fifteenth  rule  of  the  SenaU 
*in  regard  to  unfinished  business  shall  be  spe- 
cifically suspended|  the  unfinished  bncinesii  a; 
the  close  of  the  present  week  mast  come  op  on 
Monday  next  at  one  o'clock  ;  but  the  Oiair  wi ; 
recognize  the  Senator  from  lliinoia  at  oo« 
o'clock  on  Monday  next  to  move  to  set  a>io» 
whatever  shall  then  be  in  order  for  the  pur 
pose  of  takinff  up  this  election  case. 

Mr.  LOGAr^.  Cannot  the  motion  be  maJ> 
now? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Probably  the  Senate 
would  give  unanimous  consent  no«r  aud  dis- 
pose of  this  matter  at  some  time.  Let  ds  fix 
a  day  when  we  will  consider  it,  and  have  no 
more  sguabbling  about  it 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
its  being  made  a  special  order. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Wh;r  not  give  oDaoi- 
mous  consent  to  dispose  of  it  on  a  certain  day, 
and  have  no  contest  abont  it  ?  It  has  got  to 
be  settled  at  some  tim<*. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  from  Ver 
mont  [Mr.  Edmunds]  the  other  day  gare  a 
very  good  reason,  although  in  that  c&Be  it  was 
against  my  wishes.  He  said  he  would  not  give 
unanimous  consent  so  as  to  preclude  the 
Senate  from  doing  anything  it  chose  at  any 
time.  I  have  no  objectipn  to  this  being  made 
a  flnecial  order 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  do  not  want  to  hare 
this  struggle  about  the  floor.  The  Senator 
frooa  Ohio  knows  that  we  waste  a  great  deal 
of  time  in  that  way. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  know  that 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
knows  that  the  whole  temper  of  the  Senate 
would  be,  if  in  the  mean  time  something  had 
occurred  to  make  it  necessary  to  take  up  some 
other  matter,  when  Monday  came,  notwith- 
standing there  was  unanimous  consent,  to  takf' 
up  the  other  matter.  Besides,  this  is  a  priv 
ileged  question. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.^  If  the  Senate  byunaui 
mous  consent  make  it  a  special  order  for  Mon- 
day next,  that  does  not  prevent  the  Senate 
from  laying  it  aside  if  it  chooses,  bat  I  hope 
the  rule  will  not  be  suspended  which  gives  the 
unfinished  business  advantage  of  it  in  case  the 
Senate  do  not  decide  otherwise. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Let  me  suneat  to  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  if  a  state  of  ^ngs  arose 
such  as  he  suggests,  and  the  Senate  wanted  to 
do  something  else,  we  could  move  to  lay  this 
on  the  table  and  take  up  the  other  matter 
although  there  mieht  be  unanimous  consent  to 
consider  this.  After  we  had  commenced  to 
consider  it,  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table 
would  be  in  order. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  When  the  Senate  bj  anao- 
imous  consent  agrees  definitely  to  take  up  s 
subject  against  the  unfinished  business  I  think 
a  Senator  in  duty  to  his  conscience  ooght  not 
to  call  up  anything  else. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Certainly  it  would  be 

E roper  to  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table  after  it 
ad  been  considered 'a  short  time  if  the  Sen- 
ate 80  desired. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiU 
read  the  rule  whieh  limits  the  action  of  the 
Senate.  It  is  the  fifteenth  rule,  which  it  is  a 
historical  fact  was  debated  a  long  tine  before 
this  language  was  adopted  years  ago,  and  >t 
finally  settled  down  into  this  definite  under 
standing  about  the  business  of  the  Senate: 

*'Tbe  unflniihed  biuinMS  in  whieh  the  Senate 
was  ennffed  attbp  last  praoeding  MUoammeDtsnai- 
have  the  preference  in  the  speeial  oiden  of  u« 
day." 

The  construction  of  which  is  that  it  has  pre|- 
erence  over  special  orders.  The  fifty-third  rule 
says: 

**No  motion  to  soapend,  modifF.  or  amend  th« 
mlee.  or  any  thereof  ahali  be  in  order,  except  od 
one  day'i  notice  in  writinir.  apeeifying  the  rule  to  be 
Bospended,  modified,  or  amended,  and  the  p«rpos« 
thereof." 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


1967 


That  seems  to  haye  been  adopted  for  the 
purpose  of  restraining  soch  an  order  as  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  now  desires  to  make  un- 
less it  shall  be  placed  in  writing  and  specific- 
ally suspend  the  fifteenth  rule  for  Monday. 
Bat  ihe  Chair  will  state  that  by  the  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Senate  on  Monday  at 
one  o'clock,  whatever  may  be  the  unfinished 
business,  the  Chair  will  recognize  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  who  gives  notice  that  he  will  more 
to  lay  on  the  table  whatever  is  then  the  unfin- 
ished business  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
the  North  Carolina  election  case,  which  he  now 
understands  he  has  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  do. 

Mr.  LOGAN.    Very  well,  sir. 

FRRNCU  SPOLIATION  CLAIMS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  tariff  bill 
is  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  am  not  going  to  inter- 
fere but  a  moment  with  my  colleague.  I  wish 
to  say  that  on  Tuesday  next  I  shall  desire  to 
bring  before  the  Senate  the  French  spoliation 
bill.  I  have  been  trying  all  the  winter  to  get 
it  up;  at  least  I  have  been  waiting  for  an 
opportunity  to  do  so.  I  think  it  will  not  take 
long  to  consider  it;  I  hope  it  will  not  I 
trust,  therefore,  that  on  Tuesday  morning  next, 
immediately  after  the  morning  business  has 
been  disposed  of,  I  may  be  allowed  to  call  up 
this  bill,  and  I  should  like  to  have  it  made  the 
special  ord^  for  that  day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  unfinished 
business  of  the  day  before,  which,  probably, 
will  be  the  North  Carolina  election  case, 
would,  under  the  fifteenth  rule,  have  priority 
on  Tuesday  at  one  o'clock,  if  not  disposed 
of  on  Monday ;  but  the  Senator  can  give  notice 
of  hia  intention  to  move  on  that  day,  or  as 
soon  as  possible  thereafter,  to  lay  on  the  table 
whatever  may  come  over  from  the  previous 
day,  in  order  to  take  up  this  bill.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  gives  notice  that  on 
Tuesday  next,  or  as  soon  as  possible  there- 
after, he  will  move  to  lay  on  the  table  what- 
ever may  then  be  pending  for  the  purpose  of 
'taking  up  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  jFrench 
spoliation  claims. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  cannot  object  to 
the  Senator's  giving  notice,  but  I  certainly 
object  to  any  consent  being  given. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  so 
understands. 

Mr.  TRUMBULLL.  I  hope  the  time  of 
the  Senate  is  not  to  be  taken  up  by  those 
claims,  which  hav«  been  pending  here  and  been 
discussed  for  weeks  and  weeks  for  the  last  fifty 
years. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Probably  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  desires  to  submit  some  remarks 
upon  the  bilK 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No;  he  desires  to  pass 
it. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Certainly  I  do;  but  I 
shall  first  expect  to  submit  some  remarks  in 
support  of  the  bill.  I  am  surprised  that  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  should  make  an  objec- 
tion to  the  bill  because  it  has  been  before  the 
Senate  for  so  many  years.  That  is  the  very 
reason  why  we  ought  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  What  day  does  the  Sen- 
ator name? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Tuesday  next, 
or  as  soon  as  ]>ossib1e  thereafter.  The  North 
Carolina  election  case  may  come  up  on  Tues- 
day, if  not  decided  on  Monday. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  A  new  generation  has 
come  into  the  Senate  since  the  bill  for  the  pay- 
ment of  these  claims  passed  three  or  four 
times  in  this  body.  Everybody  admits  that 
the  claims  ought  to  be  paid,  but  nobody  seems 
willing  to  act  at  the  proper  moment.  I  am 
sure  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  when  he 
comes  to  think  on  this  subject,  will  forego  all 
opposition  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  desire  to  say  that  I  con- 
cur most  cordially  with  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
^Ivftoia,  and  I  am  sorry  «ny  Senator  should 


hastily  throw  any  reflection  upon  that  measure. 
I  believu  that  never  have  any  claims  .come 
before  Congress  more  truly  sacred  than  those 
claims.  There  are  none  where  the  obligation 
of  our  country  is  greater. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     None  where  it  is  as  great. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
is  perfectly  just  when  he  says  that  there  are 
none  where  the  obligation  is  as  great.  I  am 
sure  of  it.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania will  press  his  bill. 

THB  TARIFF  BILL. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  178)  to  repeal  the  duties  on  salt,  the  pend- 
ing question  being  on  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
MouuLL,  of  Vermont,  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  substitute  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  desire  to  make  any 
extended  remarks  on  this  second  section,  but 
simply  to  observe  that  if  the  motion  succeeds 
it  will  strike  out  duties  which,  computed  on 
the  basis  of  last  year's  importations,  will 
amount  to  over  eight  million  dollars.  The 
action  of  many  Senators  in  this  body  would, 
perhaps,  be  very  much  governed  upon  the 
striking  out  of  this  section  by  the  temper 
which  shall  be  manifested  by  the  Senate  with 
reference  to  the  final  disposition  of  the  duties 
on  tea  and  coflee,  and  also  the  amendment 
with  regard  to  the  repeal  of  internal  taxes. 

Now,  in  order  that  one  of  the  subjects  may 
be  definitely  disposed  of,  and  that  the  tea  and 
coffee  interests  of  the  country  ma^  be  quieted, 
I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Finance  Committee,  that  he  in- 
formally lay  aside  the  general  tariff  bill  this 
morning  and  permit  me  to  move  to  take  up 
the  House  bill  repealing  the  duties  on  tea  and* 
coffee,  so  that  it  may  be  passed  with  an  amend- 
ment fixing  the  time  when  it  shall  go  into 
operation.  That  will  probably  enable  the 
Senate  to  reach  a  conclusion  much  more  sat- 
is&ctory  upon  the  other  points  involved  in 
the  bill.  If  I  can  have  the  assent  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  to  informally  lay  aside  the 
Seneral  bill,  I  trust  a  very  short  time  will 
evelop  the  disposition  of  the  Senate  by  a 
final  action  on  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  to-day. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Thesituation  of  the  Uriff 
bill  is  just  this:  if  the  amendment  adopted  by 
the  Senate  on  Friday  is  adhered  to,  it  compels 
some  modifications  of  the  eusting  bill,  and  I 
take  it  that  a  vote  so  decisive  as  that  on  Fri- 
day will  probably  not  be  reversed.  In  the 
meantime,  the  whole  business  interest  of  the 
country  engaged  in  the  importation  of  tea  and 
coffee  is  suspended ;  I  am  assured  it  is  par- 
alyzed ;  that  no  person  is  now  buying  tea  or 
coffee,  or  dealing  in  them ;  that  all  are  wait- 
ing Until  the  action  of  the  Senate  is  known. 
Therefore,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  will  of  the 
Senate,  wnich  to  me  is  law  in  the  conduct  of 
its  business  here,  although  it  may  decide  against 
my  own  judgment,  I  have  no  objection  to 
allowing  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  to  be  taken  up ; 
and  if  the  Senate  shall  pass  that  in  such  form 
as  thev  may  choose  to  pass  it,  so  that  we  shall 
exclude  tea  and  coffee  from  all  our  calcula- 
tions, I  believe  it  will  simplify  the  rest  of  our 
action  on  the  tariff  bill.  I  shall  not  vote  for 
the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  but  I 
have  no  objection  at  all  to  the  Senator's  hav- 
ing an  opportunity  to  take  up  that  bill  and 
testing  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  passing  it 
as  a  separate  proposition. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  moves  to  lay  on  the  table 
for  the  present  the  tariff  bill,  for  the  purpose 
of  takine  up  House  bill  No.  1687  to  repeal 
the  existing  duties  on  tea  and  coffee.  If  there 
is  objection  to  the  proposition,  it  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  a  vote  of  the  Senate ;  if  not,  it  will 
be  regarded  as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  object  to  unanimous 
consent  being  given,  because  it  might  be  in- 
ferred from  that  that  we  agreed  to  it. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  stated  that  he  was  willing  the  tariff 
bill  should  be  informally  passed  over  to  take 
up  this  other  bill. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  can  only  be  done  by 
the  consent  of  the  Senate.  It  is  not  for  me  to 
say. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  understood  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  to  say  he  would  vote  against 
this  j^roposition,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  have  the 
unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  given  to  it. 
I  do  not  want  to  delay  action.  Let  the  Chair 
submit  the  motion,  and  let  the  Senate  vote 
upon  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  oues- 
tion  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  to  laj  the  tariff  bill  on  the  table 
with  a  view  of  takmg  up  the  bill  indicated  by 
him. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TBA  AND  COFFEE  DUTIES. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  now  move  to  take  up  House 
bill  No.  1587. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1687)  to  repeal 
existing  duties  on  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill  so 
as  to  make  it  read : 

That  on  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  July  next  all 
tea  and  eoffee  imported  from  foreign  ooontries  into 
the  United  States  shall  be  admitted  free  of  daty ; 
and  that  all  tea  and  coffee  which  may  be  in  pabfic 
stores  or  bonded  warehonses  on  said  Utday  of  July 
next  shall  not  be  subjected  to  du^  upon  the  entry 
thereof  for  oonsamption ;  and  ^I  tea  and  coffee  ro- 
maining  in  bonded  warehooses  on  said  Ist  day  of 
July  upon  which  the  duties  sbsll  have  been  paid 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  refund  of  the  duties  paid. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Is  it  in  order  to  offer  an 
amendment  now  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has  been 
offered  and  is  now  pending. 

Mr.  I'RUMBULL.  What  is  the  particular 
amendment? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  that  the  amendment  fixes  the 
1st  day  of  July  as  the  day  upon  which  the 
act  shall  go  into  effect.  It  i>rovides  that  all 
tea  and  coffee  which  shall  be  in  bonded  ware- 
houses on  that  day  shall  not  be  subject  to  duty 
upon  beine  entered  for  consumption,  and  that 
all  in  bonded  warehouses  upon  which  the  duty 
shall  have  been  paid  upon  that  day  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  those  duties  reminded,  so  as  to 
put  all  tea  and  coffee  upon  an  equality  on  that 
day. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  will  move  to  amend 

the  amendment  by  adding  these  words : 

And  that  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  salt 
shall  be  placed  on  the  free  list,  and  no  farther  im- 
port duties  shall  be  collected  upon  the  same. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    And  coal.      . 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    One  at  a  time. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  trust  that  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  will  allow  this  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  formal  in  its 
character,  to  be  made. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  My  object  in  offering 
this  proposition  at  this  time  is  to  have  it  as  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment,  so  as  to  bring 
the  Senate  to  a  direct  vote  on  salt. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  I  offered  it  as  a  sepa 
rate  proposition  there  would  be  an  amendment 
to  it.  This  will  test  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
on  the  question  whether  they  are  disposed  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  salt  as  a  distinct  proposi- 
tion ;  and  by  offering  it  as  an  amendment  to 
an  amendment,  no  other  amendment  can  be 
proposed  to  it.  That  was  the  reason  I  had 
for  thns  offering  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  theSenatorfrom  Illinois 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, by  which,  after  the  1st  day  of  July, 
salt  shall  also  be  free. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois will  allow  me,  the  reason  I  gave  way  on 
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tli0  ^ener^  tariff  bill,  which  contained  salt, 
co^I)  and  varioas  other  articles,  waB  that  I 
wished  toffet  the  sense  of  the  Senate  pn  the 
tea  and  coffee  bill  by  itself;  bat,  as  a  matter  of 
coorse,  if  the  Senator  proposes,  as  he  has  ^  per- 
fect right  to  do,  to  add  salt  also  to  the  free  list, 
and  the  Senator  from  Maine,  as  he  has  a  ri^ht 
to  do,  proposes  to  add  coal  to  th^  free  list,  and 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  proposes  apuend- 
menta  olso,  and  other  Senators  propose  amend- 
ments to  the  tea  and  coffee  Dill,  we  can  do 
nothinff  j  we  had  better  at  qnce  go  back  to  the 
origiDal  tariff  bill  and  proceed  with  its  consid- 
eration. The  only  object  In  allowing  this  hill 
to  pass  separately  is  to  relieve  a  tradp  ^mount- 
ing to  about  one  hundred  milliond  a  year,  and 
likewise,  as  ,the  Senator  from  New  TorU  [Mr. 
CoKKUK^J  suggests,  to  instruct  us  what  to  do ; 
but  we  have  Deen  pretty  severely  instructed 
already,  for  the  Senate  and  the  douse  have 
both  made  up  their  mind  to  give  a  free  break- 
fast, as  they  call  it.  There  is  a  great  deal  of 
humbugg^ry  in  that ;  hut  I  will  not  stop  to 
debate  it.  I  think  we  could  relieve  our  people 
m^^ph  zno^^  from  tnxe^  by  reducing  t,ho  duties 
on  other  mrticles. 

3ut  the  ^e^tpr  from  Illinois  can  see  what 
the  object  was  ii;i  Jibing  a^de  the  g^erail  tariff 
bili.  It  Wfi9  to  have  a  separate  vote  on  tea 
ana  coffee.  Let  us  settle  that,  get  it  out  of 
the  w|kv,  aiyd  end  the  controversy  about  those 
tWP  l^cliPtiep.  3ut  if  the  Seoftor  proposes  to 
decMite  th^  questton  of  sjalt,  and  then  the  Sen- 
ator (rpn^  Jttain.e  propose?  to  debfl,t0  the  ques- 
t^op  of  coa.!,  and  other  Senators  propose  two 
or  thtee  Apendments  to  Ibis  bi^.  we  bad  better 
fall  back  ^t  once  on  the  general  t^ff  bill  fi^nd 
stand  wne'^e  ye  were  a  few  minntes  ago. 

Jstr.  TliUMBULL.  I  am  not F^Ui^g  tp give 
the  advantage  whicn  I  think  i^  taken  by  the 
propotiit^pn  to  act  ^af  atdy  qn  In?  tea  and 
oofllee  hii^  ^s  prAposed  oy  the  Senator  i)rom 
Pennsylvania.  We  ^1  ^nderst^nd  that  he 
favors  such  tariff  ju  will  coiU?cit  the  duties' on 
those  articles  which  are  to  a  large  extept  pro- 
duced in  this  country.  A  duty  tnus  laia,  in 
my  ^iid^ent,  bq  far  jfroip  being  a  tax  levlea  in 
the  interests  plf  labor,  i^  a  tax  jopqn  tne  labor 
and  industry  of  the  countir.  There  never  was 
a  j^re^te^  ipusnoujer  than  th^t  which  t^  been 
giy^n  to  a  proteptive  tafiff  by  galling  it  a  tariff 
in  the  interest  of  Ameriqan  industry*  Th^ 
protective  principle  I  think  can  bg  phown  to  be 
adverse  to  Americiin  industry.  The  effect  of 
the  protective  princ^Ie  is  to  burden  thje  inter 
ests  of  the  country,  ana  even  the  mannfacturers 
of  the  country,  except  particular  classes. 

I  stated  in  a  remark  or  tw,o  which  I  made 
the  other  day  that  a  tax  was  paid  by  the  labor- 
ing man  on  every  article  which  was  manufac- 
tured from  iron.  I  did  not  me.^n  to  be  under- 
stood th^t  ike  tatX  was  pftid  to  Ihe  manufac- 
turer ;  that  is,  the  man  who  worked  the  iron  into 
a  shovel  or  an  ax,  but  it  is  paid  rather  to  the 
producer  of  the  iron.  The  ax  and  every  uten- 
sil that  if  used  by  the  people  of  this  countrjr, 
composed  of  irpn,  pajs  a  tax,  and  it  pays  it 
by  reason  of  tde  increased  cost  of  iron  or  steel 
which  is  used  in  the  article.  The  blacksmith 
who  makes  a  hoe  gfit^  none  of  this  benefit  of 
protection,  but  he  nf^9  to  pay  i;npre  for  the  iron 
and  the  steel  whiph  he  P3e;}  in  making  thto  hoe 
in  consequence  pf  the  duty  w^hich  ip  laid  upon 
iron  and  stpel. 

A3  1  expect  t^o  ypte  ^K^io^t  thi9  proposition 
to  repeal  absolutely  the  outy  on  tea^na  coffee, 
I  desire  to  p.tate  in  a  v^ry  few  Fprq^  the  rea- 
son why  I  sh(tU  80  vote.  I  do  npt  propose  to 
argue  the  tftrif  <^uefttipn  generally,  nor  to 
make  any  general  speppn  on  ^he  subject.  I 
am  not  prepared  with  siftistics  to  do  sO.  I 
have  been  too  much  occupied  ifrith  pther  piat- 
ters  to  gather  the  q^ce^js^y  faet^  to  ^o  into  an 
elaborate  diapus^jpii  .on  this  subject;  but  I 
wish  to  stute  briery  and  a^  plainly  as  I  can 
why  I  shall  vote  agfiius.t  the  repeal  of  the  duty 
on  tea  and  coffee. 

The  Senator  i'rpip  Qhio  has  Vjery  properly 
remarked  that  this  is  called  giving  a  free  break- 


fast, and  bethinks  there  is  a. good  dealofhum- 
bug  about  it.  I  think  so  too.  I  shall  not  vote 
agaidst  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee 
because  I  do  not  wish  to  reduce  the  taxes,  nor 
because  I  am  opposed  to  a  free  breakfast.  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  tea  and  coffee  relieved 
from  tax,  and  everything  else  if  it  were  possi- 
ble to  qftrry  on  the Qovernment without  means; 
but  we  all  know  that  is  impossible.  We  must 
have  a  xeveuue  to  support  the  Government  and 
to  pay  the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  Every 
duty  that  is  laid  is  a  tax  upon  the  people,  no 
matter  whether  it  be  upon  tea  or  coffee  or  some 
other  article. 

Now,  why  do  I  object  to  repealing  the  duty 
on  tea  ana  coffee,  and  prefer  to  reduce  the 
burdens  lOf  the  people  in  aome  oiiher  ;way? 
Tea  and  ooffee  an  not  produced  in  this  ^coon- 
try,  and  the  tax  which  is  laid  upon  them  adds 
just  so  much  to  their  cost.  The  tax  of  fifteen 
cents  a  pound  upon  tea  and  three  x^eots  a 
pound  upon  coffee  adds  that  much  to  tbe  «ost 
of  the  articles.  The  amount  of  revenue  de- 
rived from  these  two  articles  last  year  was  a 
little  over  nineteen  million  dollars.  The  peo- 
ple of  this  country  then  were  taxed  on  their 
tea  and  coffee  a  little  over  nineteen  million 
dollars;  but  every  cent  of  that  $19,000^000 
went  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States, 
excepting  the  small  percentage  required  to 
pay  the  cost  of  collection. 

If  we  repeal  the  duty  upon  tea  and  coffee, 
it  compels  us  to  keep  the  duty  upon  other 
articles  which  are  to  some  extent  produced  in 
this  country.  The  $19,000,000  that  we  pay  on 
tea  and  coffee  you  will  see  by  a  calenlation  is 
in  round  numbers  about  fifiv  cents  a  head  for 
each  individual  in  the  United  States,  our  popu- 
lation beingabout  thirty-eight  millions ;  so  that 
every  individual  pays  a  tax  of  iifly  cents.to  the 
'  Government  every  year  on  his  tea  and  coffee. 

Why,  then,  should  we  not  take  it  off?  Be- 
cause in  doing  that  we  are  compelled  to  tax 
the  individual  three  times  fif^y  cents  on  other 
articles.  Let  me  illustrate  this.  We  have  a 
duty  on  woolen  goods,  the  average  of  which  is 
about  sixty-eight  per  cent,  at  the  present  time. 
The  value  of  woolens  produced  in  the  United 
States  during  the  last  year  was  about  one 
hundred  and  seventy-six  million  dollars.  We 
collected  in  duties  on  woolen  goods  imported 
from  abroad  $29,000,000.  Now,  if  yon  will 
add  the  increased  cost  occasioned  by  t^e  duty 
of  sixty-eight  per  cent,  to  the  one  hundred  and 
seventy-six  millions  of  goods  which  we  pro- 
duced in  this  country,  you  will  see  that  in  order 
to  |et  $29,000,000  on  the  foreign  woolen  goods 
which  we  imported  we  paid  $70,000,000  to 
those  who  manufactured  the  woolen  goods  in 
this  country.  Who  manufacture  the  woolen 
goods  in  this  country?  A  very  £ew  pecsoiis. 
Who  pay  this  $70,000,000?  The  great  mass 
of  the  people.  Tea  and  coffee,  althoo^  they 
are  spoken  of  as  the  necessaries  of  life,  «re  not 
absolutely  necessaries ;  but  woolen  goods  are, 
certainly  in  the  northern  half  of  this  :Union. 
Men  muBt  have  clothing,  must  have  blankets, 
must  have  something  to  protect  them  from  the 
weather. 

You  will  see,  Mr.  President,  assuming  that 
the  amount  of  the  duty  on  woolen  goods  is 
added  to  the  price  of  all  the  woolen  gooda  we 
consume,  just  as  the  amount  of  the  duty  on 
tea  and  coffee  is  added  to  the  price  of  tea  and 
ooffee,  it  makes  $09,000,000  that  the  people 
of  this  country  pay  in  consequence  of  the 
duty  that  is  imposed  upon  woolen  goods.  Mow 
much  of  that  $99,000,000  goes  into  the  Treas- 
ury? Twenty-nine  million  dollars.  What 
becomes  of  the  other  $70,000,000?  It  goes 
into  the  pockets  of  the  manuf'acturerfi. 

Why,  then,  do  I  insist  that  we  should  Ifiy 
these  duties,  or  a  portion  of  them.,  i^l  any 
rate,  which  are  a  burden  to  the  people,  upon 
tea  and  coffee?  Because  the  whole  ^snount 
of  the  tax  laid  upon  tea  and  coffee  .goes  into 
the  Treasury,  no  tea  or  coffee  being  produced 
iu  this  country,  the  price  of  none  grown  here 
can  consequently  be  enhanced   by  the  du^ 


which  we  lay  upon  that  which  is  imported 
from  abroad.  But  in  regard  to  woolea  goods 
this  is  not  true.  Three  fourths  of  all  the 
woolen  goods  that  are  used  by  the  people  of 
this  country  are  maonfactured  inthiscoaotry, 
and  if  you  assuqie  that  the  auioant  of  dat} 
which  is  laid  upon  woolen  goods  is  added  to 
the  price,  then  it  make^  $99,000,000  that  u 
added  to  the  price  fxt  vrt^le^gooifi  consamed 
by  the  people  of  .the  Unuea  St;{ites  i|i  s  m^i: 

nef&r. 

Some  Seqator  A^kied  mfi  the  other  daj  if  tb 
amount  of  ihe  duty  w,aa  ,ajlvfjj9  ^ded  to  thf 
pice  of  the  f^rMcLs  when  it  WM  producedp^rtly 
in  this  country.  I  say  no  ;  tM  ^ptire  luaoaor 
is  not.  Som^  ^eptleip^  asxed  pie  Fodd  a 
duty  of  fiily  per  cent,  on  potatoes  rsise  the 
price  of  all  potatoes  fifty  per  cent.  Cer 
tainly  not,  becauae  patatoesaire  produced  here 
cheaper  than  anywhere  else  and  m  do  not 
import  DotatQes  tojmy  conaidecable^teot. 

Mr.  P&M£>ROY.     Fnom  Bermoda. 

Mr.  THUMB ULL.  A  lew  potatoes  oom^ 
from  Bermnda  that  my  friend  from  Ssstts 
nho  likes  early  poti^oe^  parohsies  and  pufh 
a  high  prioe  for.  But  the  amooni  of  the  daty 
is  not  always  added,  to  the-pdce  of  the  article, 
and  I  do  not  thin^  it  is  in  the  case  of  woolen 
goods  to  the  full  eatent ;  but  I  4hink  &  large 
proportion  of  this  .sixty -eight  per  cent,  vhidi 
la  about  the  avecage  daty^  on  vooka  goodi,  b 
added  to  the  price  of  the  .woolen  goods  whidL 
the  people  consume.  AGsnming  it  to  be  so. 
then  tiie  people  of  the  Uoitefl  ^tes  nho  w 
the  woolen  garments  and  ihe  woolen  oloth* 
and  the  woolen  bUnkels  pay  ^09,000^, 
which  is  $2  50  apiece,  .m  order  to  gpt 
$20,000,000  into  the  Treasory.  Now,  is  order 
to  relieve  the  people  of  the  ta^  iOn  tea  ani 
coffee  and  to  ^ive  them  a  free  boeakfastr  vou 
relieve  them  from  fifqr  oenta  apieo^}  hat  br 
keeping  your  high  tariff  on  woolen  goods  you 
impose  upon  them  $2  50.apieee. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  sM»ld  like  to  ask  « 
question  with  the  Senator's  permission. 

Mr.  TBUMBUI4:i.    Certainly. 

Mr.  PA1T£BS0N.  i  ask  the  Senator  if  bf 
has  any  right  to  assume  that  we  shonld  por 
chase  woolen  goods  any  cheaper  tosn  we  do 
DOW  if  the  foreign  manufacturer  commaaded 
our  market  and  yre  prod^oed  no  woolenfoods!' 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  cannot  say  hov  that 
would  be ;  but  probably  a  rednction  of  ocf 
half  of  the  duty  on  woolens  wopld  abut  Qp 
our  mannfactpries  of  cloths.  I  thi&k  we  siionU 
Still  continue  /to  produce  wooLen  gpodS)  aA° 
the  p(?ople  would  get  them  M  f  oosily  redooe^ 
prices.  B-ow  it  would  be  if  none  irere  pro* 
duced  here,  I  am  not  prepared  to  saj ;  bat  I 
jjMresume  that  if  our  manufaoture  of  woolen 
goods  were  to  cea^  instantly,  .the  denand 
from  abroad  would  be  greatly  incse^sed,  aod 
it  would,  enhance  the  price  in  foreign  markets 
somewhat  beyond  what  it  now  is :  bat  I  do 
not  think  that  a  c^dnction  of  one  naif  would 
reduce  the  .production  in  this  countiy  to  aoj 
considerable  .extent. 

If  I  have  made  myself  understood,  I  hafe 
qUowu  that  by  k^pinjr  up  the  tajc  on  woolen 

floods,  a  neoe<3sary  of  life^  we  have  to  pay 
wo  dollars  to  the  manufo^t^ers  ia  tbia  coon 
try  in  order  to  get  one  dolhirinto  the  Treas 
ury  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is  therafo^ 
very  unmse  in  my  judgni^utto  iaipos0  starifl 
:0ntirely  upon  tho^e. articles  which  are partij 

produced  in  the  country* 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  As  wa  no^ 
hAve^a  doQ^Qr  on  this  suWertwho  knows  »y 
j^bout  it,  I  d«Bire  to  Mk  him  a  qofiati^  " 
he  AS  perfectly  iWilUng,  and  I  koow  he  i^^ 
le^er^  i»,i!epJy  that  he  will  not  J»W^.JJ 
answer  §ipy  qu^ion  that  I  can  put.  I  o^^ 
{Q  ask  him  now  it'*  as  we  juaported  \»s^^^j, 
thiivk  itwo  hundred  fifid  .ejigh^e^o  ^^^f?, 
bushels  of  wheat,  &pm .Wfeich  ,W^ iex^^ 
$48,000  revenue,  he  argMngia  (he  0M9^  ^ 
»r^ue,  thftt  ihp  wholp  Uni|j^  8*f4p8  ^^* 
therefore  pftid  ^  ^ptv  QfXW^V  ^^HJ 
bushel  upon  every  bushel  of  whcj^^t  wi/»* 
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been  ooosumed  in  the  country,  amoaaiing  to 
haodreds  of  millioDS  of  bushels,  I  will  not 
say  how  mucbf  for  I  have  no  figares,  but 
much  larger  than  ten  times  the  amount  that 
has  been  paid  on  woolen  goods? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Most  undoubtedly  not 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  not,  why 
not?    Are  they  not  strictly  parallel  cases  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  they  are  very  un- 
like, about  as  unlike  as  black  and  white.  I  do 
not  suppose  that  if  there  was  a  duty  of  a  dollar 
a  bushel  laid  on  corn,  it  would  make  the*  corn 
in  my  StatCf  which  sells  now  for  twenty  or 
twenty-five  cents  a  bushel,  worth  $1. 20  per 
bushel.  I  know  that  these  skillful  gentlemen 
who  prepare  taiiffs  in  the  manufacturing  inter- 
ests will  sometimes  lay  a  duty  on  an  article 
like  corn  or  wheat  and  then  say  to  the  people. 
'*  Now  J  do  you  not  see  that  has  not  increased 
the  price  of  corn  or  wheat?''  Of  course  it 
has  not.  How  does  the  case  of  woolens  differ 
from  the  case  of  wheat?  A  few  bushels  of 
wheat  were  imported,  probably  seed-wheat 
or  something  of  that  kind ;  bat  the  quarter 
of  all  your  woolen  goods  came  from  abroad ; 
the  country  does  not  produce  them,  but  we 
produce  all  the  wlieat  we  need,  and  quite  as 
cheaply  as  it  can  be  raised  elsewhere. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  But  the  same 
f4Etcts  exist  in  relation  to  certain  classes  of 
woolens.  I  am  acquainted  with  the  price  of 
woolen  goods  on  the  border  of  our  country 
between  here  and  the  Canadian  dominions, 
and  I  am  told  that  merchants  on  the  other 
side  can  buy  some  classes  of  woolens  cheaper 
in  the  American  market  than  they  can  in  the 
British. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Mr.  President,  what  I 
have  said  in  r^ard  to  woolen  goods  is  true  as 
to  a  great  many  other  necessaries  of  life.  I 
said  tbe  other  6aj  that  iron  was  the  most  valu- 
ableof  metals,  universally  used.  No  family  lives 
without  the  use  of  more  or  less  iron  for  domes- 
tic purposes.  The  rate  of  duty  that  is  laid  per 
ton  on  iron  is  about  seven  dollars,  I  think. 
The  pig  iron  produced  in  this  country  last  year, 
aa  I  am  informed,  was  one  million  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  tons.  We  imported 
from  abroad  about  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  tons.  Only  about  one  tenth  of  the 
pig  iron  used  in  thisoountry  comes  from  abroad. 
We  received  in  duties  on  the  imported  iron 
Sl>454,000.  That  is  all  that  went  into  the 
Treasury.  How  much  did  it  cost  the  people  to 
^et  $1,464,000  into  the  Treasury  ?  If  you  as- 
aume  that  the  price  of  iron  was  increased  to 
tbe  extent  of  the  duty  laid  upon  it,  the  people 
of  this  country  paid  in  round  numbers  $18,0(X),  • 
000.  in  the  enhanced  price  that  was  paid  for 
the  iron,  they  paid  $18,000,000  in  order  to  get 
$1,454,000  into  the  Treasury.  And  where  did 
the  eleven  and  a  half  millions  and  upward  of 
this  money  paid  by  the  consumers,  tnose  who 
used  the  iron,  go  ?  It  went  to  the  benefit  of 
the  parties  who  produced  your  pig  iron.  The 
farmers  of  my  State  had  to  pay  this  increased 
price  on  all  the  iron  they  used. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me, 
while  he  is  at.  that  point  and  illustratiug  his 
doctrine  by  pig  iron,  to  put  a  question  to 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Certainly. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  He*  assumes  that  the  duty 
levied  upon  pig  iron  is  added  to  the  cost.  I 
assume  that  the  duty  levied  upon  wheat  and 
Indian  com  must  be  added  to  the  cost  upon 
the  same  reasoning,  for  I  cannot  see  any  differ- 
eooe.  Now  1  find  upon  taking  the  last  agri- 
cultural report  that  the  value  of  the  wheat 
raised  in  Illinois  last  year  was  $25,488,100, 
aod  the  duty  upon  that  would  make  $5,097,000. 
The  value  of  the  product  of  Indian  corn  was 
$70,482,300,  and  tne  duty  on  that  would  make 
$7,000,000;  so  that  if  the  Senator's  theory  is 
true  that  the  duty  levied  upon  any  ariiclo  is 
added  to  tbe  cost,  then  the  iron  manufiicturers 
of  Pennsylvania  of  whom  he  is  complaining, 
and  who  pracUcally  use  the  wheat  and  corn 

42i>  CoNQ.  2d  Suss.— No.  124. 


of  the  State  of  Illinois,  have  paid  to  the  peo- 
ple of  that  State  $12,145,000  duties  on  wheat 
and  corn.  I  should  like  to  know  if  the  duty 
,  levied  upon  an  article  is  added  to  it,  why  that 
does  not  apply  equally  to  wheat  and  to  pig 
iron? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  an  old  saying  that 
'Hhe  proof  of  the  pudding  is  in  the  eating.'' 
What  does  tbe  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
want  this  duty  of  seven  dollars  a  ton  on  iron 
for,  except  to  enhance  its  price  for  the  manu- 
fiicturer's  benefit?  We  do  not  want  it  on  corn. 
I  will  agree  with  you  to  take  all  the  tariff  duty 
off  the  importation  of  corn.  It  does  not  affect 
the  price  of  corn  at  all,  because  we  produce  it 
in  this  country  cheaper  than  it  can  be  raised 
anywhere  else,  and  the  putting  a  duty  of  a 
dollar  a  bushel  on  it  does  not  affect  it  at  all.  I 
tried  to  answer  the  Senator  from  Vermont  in 
reference  to  that  a  moment  ago.  But  we  can- 
not and  do  not  produce  in  this  country  the  pig 
iron  which  the  necessities  of  this  country  re- 
quire. We  have  to  import  a  very  large  amount. 

I  am  sorry  that  in  the  few  remarks  I  am 
making,  when  I  stated  at  the  outset  that  I  did 
not  propose  to  go  into  a  general  discussion  of 
the  tariff,  but  merely  wanted  to  give  the  reasons 
why  I  should  vote  against  the  absolute  repeal 
of  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  my  friends 
from  Vermont  and  Pennsylvania  are  so  dis- 
turbed that  they  cannot  keep  their  seats  until 
I  shall  get  throuffh  with  these  brief  remarks. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  VermonL  I  assure,  the 
Senator  that  if  it  disturbs  him  I  will  not  ask  the 
question  I  rose  to  ask ;  but  it  is  on  the  very 

foint  that  he  is  now  raising  an  argument  upon 
desire  a  little  more  information.  He  says 
that  the  fact  that  we  produce  so  much  corn 
and  wheat  in  this  country  is  what  prevents  the 
operation  of  the  tariff  in  increasing  its  price. 
Now  I  want  to  know  from  the  Senator  whether 
it  does  not  have  the  same  effect  if  we  pro- 
duced two  millions  of  tons  of  pig  iron,  that  it 
does  have  in  the  production  of  corn  and 
wheat.  In  other  words,  I  ask  whether  the 
fact  of  ottc  producing  a  large  amount  of  pig 
iron  does  not  lessen  the  price  and  the  cost  to 
the  whole  world  ? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    And  so  of  woolens. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  it  does  to  some 
extent.  I  have  not  said  that  the  price  of  these 
articles  was  in  avwj  instance  increased  to  the 
entire  amount  of  the  duty.  I  have  stated  two 
or  three  times  over  that  I  did  not  think  it  was, 
though  on  some  articles  that  are  not  produced 
in  this  country  at  all  that  is  the  effect,  and  I 
presume  the  Senator  from  Vermont  agrees 
that  the  price  of  a  pound  of  tea  is  increased  by 
the  full  extent  of  the  duty  you  put  upon  iL 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  Senator  a  question  just  there.  On  the 
same  principle,  1  ask  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
if  he  ooes  not  think  that  in  some  instances  the 
laying  of  a  tariff  duty  would  lessen  the  price 
of  the  article  to  the  consumer  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  cannot  conceive  how 
it  would. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  If  the  non- production 
of  an  article  in  this  country  gives  tbe  market 
entirely  to  the  foreign  producer,  may  he  not 
impose  upon  the  consumer  a  price  which  he 
otherwise  would  not  have  to  pay  if  the  article 
was  produced  here,  as  it  would  be  under  a 
tariff? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  apprehend  the 
Senator's  point. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Suppose  there  were 
no  woolen  cloths  produced  in  this  coubtry; 
they  were  all  produced  abroad ;  we  had  to  buy 
all  our  woolens  with  what  we  produced  from 
the  earth  here  ?  * 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Just  as  we  do  tea  and 
offee. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Would  not  the  market 
here  then  be  entirely  under  the  control  of  the 
producer  of  woolen  cloths  abroad?  Could  he 
not  command  our  market  ?  But  if  by  layina 
a  tariff  duty  we  caused  the  production  of 


woolen  cloths  at  home,  might  we  not  secure 
them  at  a  lower  price  by  competing  than  we 
could  witliont  a  tariff? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  you  could  make  a 
combination  that  would  govern  the  whole 
world,  there  might  be  force  in  the  Senator's 
suggestion ;  not  otherwise.  Take  tea  and  cof- 
fee. We  do  not  produce  these  articles  here 
at  all.  Does  the  Senator  from  New  Hamp- 
shire mean  to  sa^  that  the  price  of  tea  and 
coffee  is  reduced  in  this  country  by  reason  of 
putting  a  tariff  duty  on  them?  Certainly  he 
does  not  mean  that. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  wish  to  say  to  the 
Senator  that  this  is  not  a  parallel  case.  If  our 
soil  is  not  adapted  to  tbe  raising  of  tea  and 
coffee,  any  amount  of  tariff  cannot  create  it  in 
this  country ;  but  by  laying  a  tariff  on  the  pro- 
duction of  woolens,  we  may  create  the  produc- 
tion of  them  in  this  country. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  may  produce  them 
in  this  country  at  a  very  extravagant  cost, 
and  that  is  what  I  am  complaining  of.  It  is 
that  instead  Qf  allowing  the  laborer  to  obtain 
the  greatest  reward  for  his  labor,  and  to  buy 
where  he -can  buy  cheapest  and  sell  where 
he  can  get  tiie  most  for  bis  productions,  you 
by  a  system  of  legislation  propose  to  make 
him  buy  at  an  extravagant  price.  Now,  if  a 
person  in  the  State  of  Illinois  can  raise  five 
bushels  of  corn  and  buy  a  pair  of  shoes  with 
less  labor  than  he  can  make  the  shoes,  why 
not  let  him  use  his  labor  in  that  way  that  will 
bring  the  greatest  reward?  But  instead  of 
doing  that,  you  propose  to  put  a  tax  upon  the 
leather  and  hides  and  everything  else  that 
goes  into  the  making  of  the  shoe,  and  make 
him  pay  more  for  it  than  he  would  otherwise 
have  to  pay,  and  this,  too,  under  the  misnomer 
of  protecting  American  industry. 

Mr.  CORBErr.    I  should  like  to  ask 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think,  having  got 
through  with  New  England  and  Pennsylva- 
nia, r  cannot  consent  to  be  questioned  by 
Oregon.  [Laughter.]  With  ail  due  resnect 
to  my  friend  from  Oregon,  I  hope  he  will  let 
me  get  through. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
thony in  the  chair.)  The  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  have  been 
through  long  ago  if  Senators  had  been  content 
to  let  me  state  the  reasons  why  I  should  not 
vote  for  what  they  have  popularly  called  the 
free-breakfast  proposition.  Now,  I  want  to 
say  a  word  or  two  about  salt.  The  estimated 
number  of  bushels  of  salt  produced  in  this 
country  is  twenty  millions.  We  lay  a  duty  on 
salt  of  eighteen  cents  and  twenty-four  cents 
per  hundred  pounds,  eighteen  in  bulk  and 
twenty-four  in  sacks.  The  amount  that  we 
received  last  year  in  duties  on  imported  salt 
was  a  little  less  than  $1,200,000.  The  value 
of  the  imported  salt  in  the  foreign  market  was 
$1,158,208  56,  and  for  the  privilege  of  bring- 
ing that  salt  into  this  country  we  piaid  $1,176,- 
587  87  duty,  something  more  than  the  first 
cost  of  the  article.  Salt  is  one  of  the  neces^ 
sities  of  life,  quite  as  necessary  as  tea  and 
coffee,  quite*  as  necessary  for  this  '*  free  break- 
fast," and  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania now,  as  he  is  in  favor  of  the  free  break- 
fast,  will  let  the  people  have  their  salt  free ; 
but  I  am  afraid  he  will  not.  Wl^y  not?  Why. 
there  are  some  few  persons  up  in  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  there  are  some  others  up  in 
the  State  of  Michigan,  and  I  believe  there  are 
some  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  who  are  manufac- 
turing salt,  and  they  want  to  be  protected; 
that  is,  they  want  the  privilege  of  compelling 
the  people  to  pay  them — not  into  the  Treas- 
ury— the  enhanced  price  of  salt  occasioned  by 
laying  a  duty  on  that  which  is  imported.  They 
want  the  privilege  of  fixing  their  own  price,  so 
they  do  not  put  it  so  high  that  the  foreign  pro- 
ducer of  salt  can  afford  to  pay  in  duties  more 
than  its  original  cost  and  then  undersell  them* 
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they  are  not  absolutely  necessary;  but  it  would 
be  very  difficult  for  the  people  to  get  along 
witiioat  salt.  As  I  have  said,  the  duty  that 
we  received  on  salt  last  year  was  $1,176,000, 
and  the  increased  cost  of  the  sal^  which  was 
produced  in  this  conntry,  if  you  add  the 
amount  of  the  duty  to  the  price  of  the  salt 
produced  here,  would  be  $2,200,000,  so  that 
in  order  to  get  $1,176,000  into  the  Treasury 
the  people  of  this  country  paid  on  their  salt 
$8,876,000,  of  which  $2,200,000  went  to  the 
salt  manu&cturers. 

It  seems  to  me,  and  I  think,  it  will  seem  to 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  that.it  would 
be  better  to  let  them  have  their  salt  free  when 
we  lose  to  the  Treasury  by  so  doing  only  a 
little  over  one  million  dollars,  and  gain  for 
them  $8,000,000,  than  it  would  be  to  bring 
their  tea  and  coffee  in  free,  when  by  doing  so 
they  have  to  keep  up  these  high  duties  upon 
woolens,  upon  iron,  and  upon  salt,  and,  when 
taking  these  things  together,  not  one  dollar  in 
five  that  the  people  pay  reaches  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  FKBLINGHUYSEN.  What  does  my 
friend  say  as  to  the  duty  on  wool? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  asks  me 
a  question  as  to  the  duty  upon  wool.  1  have 
not  the  statistics  at  hand,  and  coald  not  state 
BOW  the  precise  amount  of  doty  collected  upon 
wool,  or  the  production  in  this  country )  but  I 
wbh  not  to  be  misunderstood  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  or  any  one  else.  I  regard 
all  duties  as  a  tax  upon  the  people,  but  we 
must  have  a  revenue,  and  taxes  are  inevit- 
able. I  would  so  adjust  them  as  to  make  them 
the  least  burdensome  to  the  people.  I  would 
not  bring  in  tea  and  coffee  absolutely  free,  but 
I  think  we  might  let  salt  and  coal  come  in  free, 
and  why?  Because  the  amount  of  revenue 
that  we  derive  from  coal  and  salt  is  insigniti- 
cant,  and  it  would  be  a  considerable  relief  to 
the  people  to  admit  them  free  without  dimin- 
ishing the  revenue  to  any  great  extent ;  but  if 
you  take  the  tax  off  tea  and  coffee  you  reduce 
to  a  v6ry  great  extent  the  revenues  of  the  coun- 
try, and  make  it  necessary  to  keep  up  high 
duties  on  thesC  other  articles. 

I  am  quite  willing  to  have  the  tariff  adjusted 
npon  fair  and  reasonable  principles.  I  do  not 
object  to  having  some  articles  come  in  free 
that  are  not  produced  in  this  country  ;  in  &ct, 
1  am  in  fiivor  of  a  large  free  list,  and  shall  re- 
joice if  in  the  proper  arrangement  of  the  tariff 
manufacturers  in  our  country  can  derive  any 
benefit  from  it.  I  know  that  with  the  large 
debt  which  is  hanging  over  us,  and  the  large 
expenses  of  the  Government,  we  must  collect 
a  very  large  revenue,  and  chiefly  from  duties 
on  foreign  importations,  and  it  seems  to  me  if 
this  tariff  is  judiciously  and  properly  adjusted 
the  protection  that  is  talked  of  by  gentlemen 
for  the  manufacturing  interests  will  be  as  great 
as  any  reasonable  person  ought  to  ask,  and  that 
we  should  not  enter  upon  this  system  of  dis- 
crimination by  letting  in  articles  from  which 
large  revenue  is  derived,  such  as  tea  and  coffee, 
entirely  free,  and  thereby  compel  ourselves  to 
put  very  high  duties  upon  those  articles  which 
are  partially  produced  in  this  country,  and 
make  the  people  pay  by  way  of  a  bonus  to  the 
manufacturers  here  a  large  percentage  at  least 
of  the  increased  price  which  the  imj^osition  of 
the  duty  adds  to  the  price  of  the  article.  I  do 
not  say  that  it  adds  the  entire  amount  of  the 
duty  in  every  case,  though  in  some  cases  it 
does ;  in  others,  part  of  it ;  but  in  all  cases,  I 
doubt  not,  where  any  considerable  import- 
ation takes  place  from  abroad,  it  adds  some- 
thing to  the  price  of  the  article  upon  which 
the  auty  is  imposed. 

I  have  now,  Mr.  President,  given  the  reason 
why  I  cannot  vote  for  the  absolute  repeal  of 
the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  why  I  desire 
to  have  salt  put  upon  the  free  list. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Mr.  President,  I  have 
never  made  a  speech  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff;  .1  have  never  professed  to  understand 
it  I  bat  there  are  some  propositions  connected 


with  it  which  impress  my  mind  very  forcibly. 
The  statement  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
that  we  must  raise  the  revenue  from  some 
source*,  occurred  to  me  as  being  a  sound  prop- 
osition ;  but  the  rest  of  his  argument  I  con- 
fess that  I  in  my  untaught  condition  could  not 
comprehend.  He  says  that  he  thinks  a  por- 
tion of  the  revenue  should  be  raised  on  tea  and 
coffee  for  the  benefit  of  the  laboring  man.  I 
cannot  understand  how  the  laboring  man  would 
be  especially  benefited  by  a  duty  upon  tea  and 
coffse. 

Mr/  TRUMBULL.  By  being  relieved  of 
the  larger  tax  on  woolens.  That  was  my  idea, 
and  I  thought  I  made  it  dear. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  said  I  could  not  under- 
stand how  he  iff  relieved  by  being  taxed  upon 
tea  and  coffee,  and  I  do  not  understand  it  even 
yet.  The  suggestion  of  my  friend  from  Illinois 
has  not  cleared  up  the  difficulty  in  my  mind  at 
all.  It  is  true  that  this  tax  upon  tea  and  cofiee 
falls  upon  the  great  mass  of  the  people.  It  is 
a  direct  tax  for  which  it  is  Impossible  to  see 
any  equivalent  benefit  anywhere.  It  employs 
no  laborers ;  it  brings  no  immigration  here 
from  Europe  to  labor  and  produce  tea  and 
coffee;  it  benefits  no  man  and  no  interest  in 
the  United  States,  except  the  Treasury,  and 
is  a  direct  tax  upion  the  poor  as  well  as  the 
rich. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  are  willing,  while  it 
is  necessary  to  raise  taxes  to  pay  the  debt,  to 
levy  those  taxes  in  such  a  manner,  if  practica- 
ble, that  while  raising  revenue  they  will  benefit 
somebody  in  this  country.  I  do  not  object  to 
people  in  this  country  being  benefited.  I  do 
not  object  to  the  levying  of  taxes  in  such  a 
manner  that  many  things  can  be  manufactured 
in  this  country.  I  do  not  object  to  levying 
taxes  in  such  a  manner  that  wages  wilt  be 
high  in  this  country.  I  do  not  object  to  levy- 
ing the  taxes  in  such  a  manner  as  to  continue 
the  ship- loads  of  immigrants,  artisans  that  are 
coming  here  from  Europe.  Bat  let  me  tell 
you  that  if  you  put  every  article  that  is  pro- 
duced in  this  country  on  the  free  list  and  put 
your  taxes  upon  articles  not  produced  in  this 
country,  you  will  have  no  more  immigrants, 
because  wages  will  be  as  low  here  as  abroad. 
Take,  for  instance,  thie  question  of  iron.  It  is 
the  plainest  proposition  in  the  world.  Here 
we  have  an  abundance  of  the  raw  material  out 
of  which  to  make  iron.  We  have  immense 
coal-fields,  surpassing  any  other  country  in  the 
world,  undeveloped  it  is  true  to  a  great  extent. 
We  have  unlimited  iron  mines.  We  have  had 
a  high  tariff  on  iron :  and  what  has  been  the 
result?  The  Senator  from  Illinois  told  you 
that  there  is  about  ten  times  as  much  iron  pro- 
duced in  this  country  as  is  imported.  Does 
anybody  believe  that  in  the  infancy  of  this 
business  you  could  have  opened  your  iron  mines 
or  that^ou  could  keep  them  open  now,  unless 
you  paid  higher  wages  than  are  paid  in  Eng- 
land? Do  you  think  you  could  get  laborers  to 
come  here  and  open  your  mines  unless  you 
pay  them  higher  wages  than  they  can  get  in 
England?    Nobody  believes  it. 

Now,  with  ten  times  as  much  iron  prodaced 
here  as  is  imported,  does  anybody  believe  the 
amount  of  the  duty  can  be  added  by  the  man- 
ufacturer here  tu  the  price?  Why  is  it  that  it 
cannot  be  added?  It  is  because  there  is  so 
much  production  here  that  there  is  competi- 
tion. The  Senator  from  Illinois  is  right  in 
saying  that  the  duty  on  corn  does  not  raise 
the  p»rice  of  corn,  because  there  is  great  pro- 
duction here  and  ereat  competition.  In  this 
great  country  we  have  plenty  of  corn-fields. 
The  duty  on  iron  does  not  raise  the  price  when 
you  have  your  mines  opened,  when  you  have 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  engaged  in 
this  business.  With  ten  times  as  much  iron 
produced  here  as  is  imported  the  duty  does 
not  have  much  effect.  The  great  use  of  it  is 
in  getting  these  industries  started  in  our  ooun- 
trj.  And  who  is  not  glad,  who  does  not  re- 
joice that  we  have  got  that  great  indofltry 


started?  Who  does  not  rejoice  that  we  can 
pay  a  higher  price  to  laborers  in  the  iron- 
works than  other  countries  can  ?  Who  would 
take  down  the  barrier  and  bring  in  the  pro- 
ducts of  foreign  countries  in  competition  with 
onr  own?  Who  would  not  rather  have  that 
labor  profitably  employed  here? 

In  my  travels  abroad  last  summer  I  foood 
one  class  of  people  unanimous  in  opposition 
to  our  tariff.  They  want  everything  they  pro- 
duce in  England  pat  on  our  free  list.  They 
said  they  could  raannfactare  everything  we 
want,  and  our  people  could  devote  themsel vea 
to  agriculture.  Yon  cannot  sit  down  there  ftt 
a  restanrant  and  take  a  cap  of  coffee  with  a 
gentleman  without  his  talking  to  yon  about 
oor  tariff.  They  say  it  interferes  witii  their 
labor.  In  talking  with  one  who  made  this  ob- 
jection to  me,  I  said  to  him,  **  Let  your  labor 
come  over  to  our  country."  Said  he,  ^*  That  is 
the  trouble,  they  are  going,  we  cannot  pay  the 
wages  you  do,  we  cannot  keep  them."  Eng- 
land is  opposed  to  our  tariff  because  it  tak«« 
her  labor  away.  It  seems  to  me  a  child  two 
years  old  could  see  that  a  great  country  like 
ours,  with  a  surplus  of  raw  materials,  abonld 
offer  every  inducement  to  labor.  It  seems  to 
me  this  is  a  plain  proposition,  and  it  aeeois 
plain  also  that  England,  with  a  surplus  of 
labor  and  a  deficiency  of  raw  materialB,  should 
offer  inducements  for  raw  materials,  so  that 
she  may  keep  her  labor  at  home  and  have 
something  for  her  people  to  do. 

I  cannot  see  how  our  country  is  going  to  be 
developed  by  taxing  tea  and  coffee ;  I  cannot 
see  how  that  will  set  a  single  individoal  to 
work;  and  in  the  interest  of  labor,  I  saj  that 
if  anything  is  to  be  on  the  free  list,  it  should 
be  those  articles  that  are  not  produced  in  this 
country,  and  the  production  ot  which  gives  no 
man  here  employment  and  benefiia  no  man. 
I  am  not  so  envious  of  my  neighbor  that  I 
want  to  ruin  him.  I  am  not  so  jealous  and 
envious  that  I  do  not  want  to  see  this  ooantry 
prosper  because  thereby  individuals  will  pros- 
per. Somebody  most  prosper  if  the  country 
prospers ;  somebody  must  have  profitable  em- 
ployment. We  have  resources  to  manufac- 
ture everything.  We  have  an  empire  within 
ourselves.  Our  trade  may  almost  be  called 
international.  We  have  oertatnly  an  intercon- 
tinental trade  of  our  own  here.  We  can  sop- 
port  each  other.  We  have  plenty  of  raw  mate- 
rials. Then  why  not  encourage  manafactores 
so  long  as  taxation  must  be  kept  up,  by  levy- 
ing taxes  in  such  a  way  as  to  build  op  our 
own  material  industries  and  encourage  these 
industries,  so  that  they  will  produce  competi- 
tion at  home  among  themselves  and  keep  down 
prices?  By  thus  levying  the  taxes,  we  can 
bring  hundreds  of  thousands  of  immigrants 
here  annually  and  make  our  nation  sux>ng. 
In  this  way  we  may  not  benefit  the  maunfac- 
turers  of  England  and  may  not  please  tfaem  ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  that  is  very  plainly 
our  policy. 

I  have  no  belief  in  the  argument  that  the 
duty  adds  just  so  much  to  the  price  of  the 
article  produced  in  this  country^  If  that  posi- 
tion were  true,  it  would  very  soon-  work  its 
own  cure.  Our  country  is  too  large  to  allow 
any  one  individoal.  to  monopolize  any  branch 
of  industry.  There  is  COo  much  competition 
for  that  If  the  country  was  so  small  that 
there  was  only  one  man  engaged  m  a  maua- 
fhctnre,  that  argument  might  apply.  If  there 
was  any  law  to  prevent  any  one  else  from  com- 
peting, it  might  be  so.  But  let  anything  be 
profitable  in  this  country,  and  yon  will  find 
plenty  of  men  who  will  rush  into  that  particu- 
lar occupation. 

I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  absolute  theory 
in  regard  to  the  tariff.  I  went  over  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  a  year  or  two  a;^ 
and  listened  to  a  discussion  of  the  subject 
there,  and  I  found  that  there  was  not  in  the 
House  an  anti-tariff  man  or  a  tariff  man  either. 
Every  membet  was  trying  to  get  the  tan^  so 
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arranged  as  to  give  employ raeot  to  hisconstit- 
uentS)  and  to  get  at  as  low  a  rate  as  he  coald 
everything  that  anybody  else  supplied  to  his 
coDStitnents.  I  found  they  were  all  pla^ring 
that^ame,  Democrats  and  Republicans  alike. 
So  it  is  all  over  the  United  States.  You  can- 
not make  a  political  platfotfm  out  of  the  tariff, 
because  in  making  a  tariff  everybody  wants  to 
promote  his  own  prosperity,  and  sometimes 
1  fear  many  seek  to  cut  off  the  prosperity  of 
others.  Members  of  Congress  will  try  so  to 
arrange  it  as  to  have  as  cheap  as  possible 
everything  that  will  benefit  their  districts  by 
being  cheap;  but  when  it  strikes  their  own 
constituents,  they  are  fierce  tariff  men  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  industries  in  which  their  own 
constitoenta  are  concerned.  On  the  occasion 
to  which  I  refer,  I  listened  to  Democrats  when 
they  were  trying  to  give  some  reason  for  pro- 
tecting a  particular  article  in  their  district. 
They  gave  many  reasons^  but  when  all  argu- 
ments  failed  the  general  idea  seemed  to  be, 
**If  you  are  going  to  have  a  grab  game,  I  want 
to  be  in.'*  So  it  is  here.  When  manufactures 
are  springing  up  all  over  the  South  and  West, 
the  members  from  there  seek  to  promote  their 
prosperity;  they  want  to  see  their  people  em- 
ployed, and  when  that  is  the  case  all  over  the 
country,  yon  cannot  get  up  any  general  excite- 
ment on  the  tariff  question^ 

Id  my  country  we  manufacture  very  few 
things ;  we  are  mostly  consumers.  There  are, 
however,  some  items  in  the  tariff  that  benefit 
our  region.  There  is  the  tariff  duty  on  wool. 
On  the  Pacific  coast  an  immense  woolen  in- 
dustry has  now  been  built  up.  The  region  all 
through  the  mountains,  from  the  Laramie 
plains  west,  is  a  good  wool  country,  and  Cali- 
fornia is  particularly  adapted  to  the  growing 
of  wooL  I  was  there  a  few  days  last  summer, 
and  my  friends  called  on  me  about  this  wool 
queation  and  wanted  to  know  if  it  was  going 
to  be  disturbed.  The  way  they  are  producing 
wool  there  now,  they  will  .soon  bring  down 
the  price.  The  country  there  is  as  good  for 
producing  wool  as  any  part  of  South  America, 
and  it  can  be  produced  as  cheaply.  The  only 
point  is  to  get  the  interest  established  there. 
Let  it  once  be  established,  and  there  will  be 
competition  enoujgb  in  a  few  years  to  bring 
down  the  price  of  wool.  Those  manufactur- 
ing wool  need  not  be  alarmed  about  it,  be- 
cause we  have  there  a  great  country  fit  for 
growing  wool  and  nothing  else.  The  mountain 
region  is  particularly  adapted  to  that  business. 
We  will  have  plenty  of  wool  in  this  country  and 
plenty  of  competition  in  a  few  years,  and  the 
price  of  wool  will  go  down,  llie  little  impetus 
of  the  tariff  duty  on  wool  makes  those  people 
go  into  it,  and  the  result  will  be  in  a  few  years 
to  bring  about  a  great  reduction  in  the  price 
of  wool.  I  suppose  there  are  now  three  or 
four  times  as  many  sheep  raised  in  CaJifoniia 
as  there  were  when  the  present  tariff  was 
passed. 

The  people  in  that  region  are  in  favor  of  a 
tariff  on  wool,  no  matter  what  their  politics 
are.  Plenty  of  wool-mwers  are  Democrats ; 
they  are  mixed  up,  Democrats  and  Repub- 
licans, and  so  it  is  tbroushout  the  various  dis- 
tricts of  the  country.  The  price  of  wool  is 
going  to  be  regulated  by  the  production  in  this 
coon  try,  and  there  will  be  plenty  of  compe- 
tition in  that  particular.  With  our  country 
large  as  it  is,  with  the  varied  resources  it  has, 
competitioa  will  reduce  prices  no  matter  what 
tan  11'  you  put  on.  I  do  not  see  any  force  in 
the  argument  that  the  tariff  duties  are  charged 
on  the  price  of  the  article  sold  in  the  country 
as  so  much  additional  cost  to  the  people.  In 
point  of  fkct,  there  is  no  doubt  that  a  tariff 
doty  fineqoently  cheapens  an  article.  The  fact 
that  our  great  iron  resources  are  developed, 
the  fact  that  our  mountain  regions  are  grow- 
ing wool,  the  £act  that  other  industries  are 
developed  in  this  country,  producing  a  greater 
amount  of  the  Vftrions  artioles  in  the  world, 
has  a  tendency  to  reduce  prices.  '  If  you  leave 
the  maoafacture  of  any  one  article  exclusively  1 


to  a  particular  country  they  have  control  of 
the  question  and  can  regulate  prices.  England 
to-day  wants  to  raise  the  price  on  her  articles 
because  her  labor  is  very  much  disorganized; 
she  is  having  labor  strikes ;  she  is  having  great 
difficulties  to  keep  up  her  labor  system  for 
want  of  a  market.  Give  her  the  markets  of 
the  world,  and  she  can  raise  the  price  of  labor 
there.  That  is  what  she  says ;  but  I  prefer  to 
raise  it  here  and  let  the  laborers  come  here. 

When  I  was  abroad,  one  gentleman  said  to 
me,  '*  VYe  took  the  tariff  off' corn  in  England, 
and  it  did  not  hurt  us,"  and  he  thought  that 
that  was  certainly  a  knock-down  acgujment.  I 
said  to  him,  *  *  Why,  my  dear  sir,  it  was  very  well 
for  you  to  take  the  tariff  off  corn ;  you  have 
no  place  to  grow  corn ;  you  bave  to  buy  it  for 
your  own  use. ' '  That  was  just  such  a  proposi- 
tion as  we  are  talking  about  here  now  to  take 
the  tariff  off  tea  and  coffee.  It  is  well  enough 
for  them  to  put  on  the  free  list  things  they 
cannot  produce  at  home  in  sufficient  quanti- 
ties; things  that  do  not  come  into  competition 
with  their  own  labor.  They  have  not  land 
enough  to  support  their  own  people ;  and  the 
same  reason  which  justified  England  in  taking 
her  tariff  off  corn,  of  which  so  much  has  been 
said,  applies  now  to  our  taking  the  tariff  off 
tea  and  coffee.  The  tariff  duty  on  tea  and 
coffee  is  a  dead,  cold  tax,  without  any  resulting 
benefit  to  anybody.  If  you  proceed  on  that 
principle  in  the  United  States,  to  levy  dead, 
cold  taxes,  without  giving  any  relief  in  any 
direction,  without  reference  to  benefiting  any- 
body,  you  will  have  very  severe  financial 
troubles.  Our  country  under  the  present  tariff 
has  prospered  as  no  country  ever  prospered 
before.  Our  success  is  perfectly  marvelous. 
It  is  a  marvel  to  the  whole  world. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  And  yet  we  have  a  tax 
on  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  STEWART.  We  have  prospered  in 
^ite  of  that.  I  am  speakingonly  of  the  prin- 
ciple. You  cannot  prove  that  a  tax  on  tea 
and  coffee  has  done  us  any  good.  We  have 
prospered  beoaase  we  have  protected  home 
industry  ;  we  have  not  prospered  becciuse  we 
protect  the  Chinese ;  we  have  not  prospered  be- 
cause we  protect  the  laborers  in  South  America 
and  in  the  islands  where  they  produce  coffee. 
We  have  prospered  because  we  have  built  up 
the  iron  interest ;  because  we  have  built  up  the 
woolen  interest;  because  we  have  built  up  the 
manufacturing  interest  generaliy ;  because  we 
bave  been  enabled  to  keep  up  the  price  of  lfJ)or. 
U  is  because  we  have  been  able  to  draw  from 
the  labor  centers  of  Europe  two  hundred  and 
fifty  or  three  hundred  thousand  laborers,  be- 
cause  we  pay  them  more,  becaase  we  have  had 
something  for  them  to  do  in  this  country,  and 
because  our  farmers  have  had  a  market  at 
home.  The  market  for  our  products  abroad 
is  a  m^re  trifle  compared  with  the  market  at 
home.  You  feed  a  thousand  mouths  at  home 
where  you  feed  ten  abroad.  The  men  who 
have  immigrated  to  this  country  during  the 
last  ten  years  in  consequence  of  your  high 
tariff,  consume  more  of  your  products,  buy 
more  of  your  wheat  and  corn,  than  all  yon 
send  to  Europe,  and  yon  create  a  better  market 
every  year  by  your  tariff  than  all  that  they  take 
from  you.  England  only  takes  firom  you  occa- 
sionally in  a  bad  year  what  she  cannot  get 
from  other  countries  where  there  is  cheap 
labor.  That  demand  cannot  be  depended 
upon  ;  but  when  you  have  them  here  produc- 
ing what  you  use,  when  the  country  itself  is 
self-sustainiDg,  you  have  a  continuous  market 
on  which  you  can  rely. 

I  must  confess  that  I  cannot  empathize 
with  the  idea  of  levying  our  taxes  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  benefit  foreign  countries.  I 
want  them  levied  to  benefit  our  own  people. 
I  have  submitted  these  rough  reflections  that 
happened  to  occur  to  me  while  this  discussion 
was  going  on,  and  I  will  listen  now  and  see  if 
I  can  undevatiiad  the  rest  of  the  atgnment. 

Mr.  POME  ROY.  I  am  not  going  to  take 
any  Ume  in  the  discussion  of  the  tanff  ques- 


tion ;  but  beginning  where  the.  Senator  from 
Nevada  left  off,  I  thought  perhaps  I  might  be 
able  to  speak  upon  one  point,  because  the 
tariff  is  so  extensive  and  varied  that  if  we 
undertake  to  speak  upon  the  whole  of  it,  we 
never  shall  finish.  I  am  encouraged  to  do 
this  because  there  is  now  before  the  Senate 
one  distinctive  proposition.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  has  moved  as  an  amendment  to  an 
amendment,  that  we  add  salt  to  the  free  list. 
In  illustrating  the  effect  of  the  tariff,  perhaps, 
for  a  moment,  we  can  consider  that  one  qae»* 
tiou  and  see  what  it  is. .  The  S^iator  fvom 
Nevada  has  "^ery  well  said  in  maJcii^  a  tariff 
we  ought  to  discriminate  so  as  to  protect  labor  $ 
but  where  raw  materials,  like  tea  and  oefieey 
are  not  produced  in  this  country,  there  is  no 
advantage,  to  the  laboring  man  in  protecting 
them,  apd  they  might  as  well  come  in  <m  the 
free  list* 

But  is  that  true  of  salt  ?  What  is  salt  made 
of  it;  in  its  value,  I  mean;  I  am  not  talking 
about  the  quality  of  the  salt  ?  What  ave  the 
component  parts  of  its  price?  It  ie  not  much 
of  a  raw  material.  Salt  is  n^de  np  for  the 
most  part  of  labor  and  coal,  and  coal  is  almost 
entirely  made  op  of  labor  and  tran^oriaiion, 
in  its  value,  I  mean.  We  give  seven  dollars 
a  ton  for  coal,  and  all  but  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
of  it  is  labor  and  transportation.  We  give  aroer* 
tain  price  for  salt,  ana  all  but  five  cents 

Mr.  SBERMAN.  No  opal  in  the  world  eosta 
a  dollar  and  quarter  at  th^  miite.^ 

Mr.  CON&LLNO.  Including  royalty,  some 
say  it  is  $1  20. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  One  dollar  a  ton  ie  all 
the  miner  gets.  • 

Mr.  CHANDLER*  There  is  ao  five  cento 
on  salt.  It  is  wholly  labor.  I  can  show  you 
a  Uact  of  country  one  hundred  miles  in  diam- 
eter where  you  can  bore  ai^where  and  get  the 
richest  salt.    It  is  all  labor. 

Mr.  *POMEROY.  I  am  only  erguiug  on 
this  question  for  the  sake  of  illuetrating  the 
point ;  I  did  not  suj^ose  I  was  exeetly  definite 
in  regard  to  priee.  That  ie  not  the  point;  but 
the  Senator  from  Michigan  is  not  right  in  say- 
ing it  is  all  labor.  It  is  not  quite  ell  lebor. 
There  is  about  one  oent  on  a  bushel  i»  New 
York  that  the  raw  material  is  worth. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  But  we  have  no  saoh 
tax.    It  is  all  labor  with  us. 

Mr.  FOMEROY.  But  it  is  so  nearly  ^ 
labor,  that  when  we  come  to  talk  aboet  the 
value  of  salt  it  is  made  np  of  labor  in  one 
form  or  another  to  a  great  extent.  Now,  the 
qeestion  eomes  in  regard  to  a  tariff.  What 
kind  of  protection  will  yon  give?  Will  you 
protect  those  articles  the  eomponent  parte  of 
which  are  mostly  raw  material  gathered  from . 
other  oountriesi  or  will  yon  protect  those  arti- 
cles the  very  elements  of  which  are  made 
np  of  the  Ubor  of  our  own  people?  That  is 
the  simple,  plain  questioui  as  well  as  I  ean 
state  it. 

I  know  that  there  are  only  a  fow  places  in 
the  United  States  where  they  manufiustere 
salt,  but  it  is  an  immense  interest  notwith- 
standing. There  are  a  great  many  plaees 
where  they  would  manu&cture  it  if  the  price 
would  justify  it.  There  are  in  the  center  ortbis 
continent  vast  salt  basios  whece  salt  oonld  be 
quarried  in  inunease  qeaotities,  as  well  as  in 
the  islands  of  the  sea,  if  it  were  not  for  the 
cost  of  transportation.  The  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Moasoy]  says  it  is  so  in  Louisiana. 
Now,  shall  we  so  cripple  the  interest  in  this 
country,  and  so  depreciate  its  prioe«  that  it  will 
not  be  any  object  for  anybody  to  manufaaiuie 
it  here?    Thai  is  the  quests. 

I  know  that  the  State  which  I  am  txyiag  in 

§art  to  represent  has  a  little  salt  interest, 
everal  new  salt  manufacturmg  establishments 
are  trying  to  get  into  life  there,  and  they  have 
to  struggle  against  the  great  monopolies  in 
New  York  and  Kentucky,  and  then  they  have 
to  straggle  against  low  prices,  becaua»>he  iaet 
is  that  these  great  monopoliee  whiob  am  men* 
ufiietoriog  salt  will  pat  it  down  in  the  neigh* 
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borhood  of  the  jroang  mannfaetarins  estab* 
HsbmenU  ia  my  state  at  a  less  price  Uian  the 
salt  can  be  produced  for.  Why  ?  In  order  to 
preyent  these  new  manafacturing  establish- 
ments from  competing  with  them.  I  do  not 
mean  that  they  will  sacrifice  the  whole  valae 
of  the  salt,  bat  they  put  it  down  at  less  figures 
than  they  would  take  if  we  had  not  any  manu- 
facturing establishments  of  our  own. 

But  that  does  not  come  into  the  question  of 
the  tariff.  In  this  question  of  the  tariff  is  the 
principle  whether  we  will  discriminate  so  as  to 
save  labor  and  the  wages  of  our  own  people 
or  whether  we  will  sacrifice  theml  In  regard 
to  the  tariff  being  for  proteolion,  I  am  for  pro- 
tection when  it  comes  to  protecting  the  labor 
of  our  own  people.  We  have  nothing  in  this 
country  in  which  we  rejoice  so  much  as  in  the 
htti  that  a  man  is  reasonably  and  honorably 
paid  for  his  labor,  and  that  a  great  majority 
df  our  people  are  obeying  that  great  command 
that  by  the  sweat  of  one's  brow  he  shall  eat 
his  br«iu).  If  we  intend  to  protect  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  we  must  protect  them  in 
their  labor.  A  man  who  has  a  day's  work  to 
sell  in  the  morning  goes  to  market  with  it,  and 
if  there  is  no  demand  for  it  and  no  price  for 
it,  thai  man  is  crippled,  oppressed,  degraded ; 
but  lei  him^  go  in  thtf  morning  with  a  day's 
work  to  sell  into  a  market  where  it  is  respected, 
where  it  is  sought  for,  where  there  is  a  oemand 
for  it>  And  he  is  an  independent  laborer, 
respected  and  honored. 

It  is  the  labor  interest  of  the  country  that  I 
would  protect  by  a  tariff.  If  I  was  simply 
looking  Ibr  revenue,  I  would  put  the  duties 
upon  tnose  articles  which  we  are  oblifped  to 
have ;  men  will  pay  for  those,  whether  it  pro- 
tects anybody  or  not  But  this  is  not  simply 
a  qaestion  of  revenue.  We  could  get  revenue, 
if  that  was  all  we  were  after,  arbitrarily  by  a 
direct  tax  on  land.  The  Constitution  provides 
for  that  J  and  if  we  did  not  care  for  our  own 
pcoplci  if  we  only  wanted  revenue,  we  could 
collect  it  in  the  most  offensive  manner,  and 
you  would  set  the  revenue  whether  you  pre 
served  the  Government  or  not  But  that  is 
not  the  tariff.  What  we  design  and  desire  by 
a  tariff  is  to  protect  American  interests  f^inst 
the  world.  We  are  Americans ;  we  prefer  our 
country ;  we  prefer  its  interests ;  we  prefer  its 
institutions;  and  we  should  discriminate,  to 
save  them,  against  the  rest  of  mankind. 

That  is  the  basis  on  which  I  go  for  a  tariff, 
and  these  are  the  elemento  that  I  would  try  to 
protect  On  that  account,  while  I  will  vote 
for  free  tea  and  coffee,  I  shall  not  vote  to  |ftit 
salt  on  the  free  list,  because  it  cripples  the 
industries  of  our  own  people  to  some  extent, 
and  I  do  not  think  taking  off  the  duty  on  tea 
and  coffee  would.  But  let  us  not  deceive  oar- 
selves.  Take  off  fifteen  cents  duty  from  a 
pound  of  tea,  and  the  tea  will  not  be  fifteen 
cents  less  in  price  by  any  means.  We  fool 
ourselves  if  we  make  ourselves  believe  that 
It  is  not  true  that  because  we  take  off  five 
cents  from  coffee  and  fifteen  cent^  from  tea 
those  articles  are  going  to  be  just  so  much 
cheaper. 

Mr.  CORBETT.     Why  not? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  are  several  rea- 
sons why  not,  and  if  my  friend  is  a  merchant, 
as  I  think  he  once  was,  he  knows  very  well 
why  it  will  not  be  so.  I  know  it  will  approx- 
imate to  that:  it  will  tend  that  wa^ :  but  if 
you  take  off  fifteen  cents  duty  ^ou  will  not  get 
more  than  ten  cents  off  the  price  of  a  pound 
in  the  market.  Now,  the  great  tea  merchants 
of  this  countiT*  when  they  approach  the  tea 
merchants  in  China,  say  to  them,  **  Our  Gov* 
ernment  has  a  tax  on  tea ;  it  will  not  do  for 
you  to  charge  us  the  same  that  yon  charge  to 
the  other  countries  that  buy  tea  of  you,  be- 
cause it  is  admitted  free  in  those  countries ; 
but  if  you  want  to  keep  our  market,  and  keep 
ns  for  customers,  you  must  discriminate  in 
our  fo^r;"  and  they  do  it  The  great  tea 
merchants  of  our  country  have  a  discrimina- 
tion  in  their  favor  in  consequence  of  the  tariff. 


Take  off  that  tariff,  and  the  tea  merchants 
of  China  will  say  to  our  merchants,  *'Your 
Government  has  taken  off  fifteen  cents  duty : 
we  will  ask  five  cents  more  from  you  for  it'' 
Thus  we  contribute  five  cents  to  China  and 
ten  cents  to  our  own  people. 

That  is  part  of  the  effect  of  repealing  the 
duty  on  tea;  but  there  is  benefit  in  it  even 
though  it  does  not  go  to  the  full  extent  The 
same  is  true  of  coffee,  the  same  is  true  of  any- 
thing else.  We  have  not  got  the  whole  tariff 
question  before  us,  but  we  have  before  us  the 
question  of  salt,  and  in  that  is  the  principle 
which  I  would  lay  down  for  a  discriminating 
tariff;  and  that  is,  as  that  is  made  up  of  the 
labor  and  industry  of  our  people,  I  am  in 
favor  of  protecting  them.  It  will  be  a  benefit 
to  the  country  to  have  it  saved,  when,  if  we 
throw  that  down  entirely,  we  cripple  an  indus- 
try that  we  cannot  afford  to  lose. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  rise,  Mr.  President, 
to  discuss  the  general  principles  involved  in 
this  amendment  or  in  the  bill,  but  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  importance  of 
securing  one  at  least  of  the  bills  now  before  it. 
Let  me  call  attention  to  what  has  already 
transpired,  so  that  the  Senate  may  see  the 
importance  of  acting  upon  this  bill. 

We  have  had  before  us  three  bills :  one  to 
repeal  the  duty  on  coal,  another  to  repeal  the 
duty  on  salt,  and  this  one  to  repeal  the  duty 
on  tea  and  coffee,  all  passed  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for 
concurrence.  Upon  one  of  these  bills  the 
Senate  Finance  Committee  has  attached  as 
an  amendment  a  schedule  of  duties  reducing 
the  duties  formerly  imposed  upon  the  articles 
therein  named.  As  soon  as  that  report  was 
made,  it  will  be  remembered  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Tbombull]  raised  the  objection 
that  the  attaching  of  thiat  amendment  was 
beyond  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Senate ; 
that  we  could  do  no  more  than  act  upon  the 
specific  articles  named  in  the  bill  by  way  of 
reduction. 

Now,  here  is  one  bill  repealing  the  duties 
upon  tea  and  coffee  upon  which  the  House 
and  the  Senate  are  substantially  in  accord.  A 
vote  has  been  taken  which,  if  any  vote  can 
settle  anything,  settles  the  question  that  the  duty 
upon  tea  and  coffee  is  to  be  repealed.  Now, 
if  we  attach  it  to' the  general  bill,  while  I  do 
not  agree  to  the  position  taken  by  the  House, 
we  certainly  run  the  risk  of  losing  the  whole 
of  it  by  having  that  bill  laid  on  the  table  when 
it  goes  back  to  the  House  of  Representatives. 
If  we  attach  to  this  bill  repealing  duties  on  tea 
and  coffee  the  other  amendments,  then  we 
encounter  the  same  objection  which  was  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  and  thus  we 
endanger  the  success  finally  of  a  measure 
upon  Uie  principles  of  which  both  Houses  have 
expressed  their  concnrrence  by  a  very  large 
majority. 

Now,  if  we  desire  the  passage  of  the  bill 
repealing  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  and  fix* 
ing  the  time  when  it  is  to  go  into  effect,  that 
much  legislation,  the  principle  of  which  has 
been  settled  by  both  Houses,  is  secured,  and 
we  still  have  the  general  bill  left  upou  which 
the  question  in  regard  to  salt  and  coal  and  all 
other  questions  can  be  raised  and  met  We 
should  thus  secure  the  passage  of  the  bill  re- 
pealing the  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee,  upon 
which  both  Houses  have  agreed,  and  we  should 
have  the  opportunity  of  meeting  these  other 
questions  upon  the  other  bill ;  and  if  they  do 
lay  that  other  bill  upon  the  table  and  refuse  to 
consider  it  because  of  the  claim  of  the  House 
that  we  have  transcended  our  power  in  attach- 
ing it,  we  still  have  secured  the  other  import- 
ant measure  of  the  reduction  of  taxes;  whereas 
if  we  decline  to  pass  either  of  these  bilU  and 
put  all  these  questions  into  the  one  general 
bill,  we  run  the  risk  of  losing  all  legislation 
upon  this  tariff  question  between  the  two 
Houses,  and  thus  preventing  the  reduction  of 
taxation  altogether. 

In  that  point  of  view  I  trust  the  Senate  will 


vote  down  any  amendments  that  are  offered, 
to  this  bill,  and  let  us  pass  the  bill  repealing 
the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  then,  if  it  be 
necessary,  las  it  will  be,  proceed  to  consider 
these  questions  upon  the  other  bilL  They  can 
be  as  well  considered  there. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  other  bill  contains 
salt 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  other  bill  conteins  salt 
and  coal.  There  are  provisions  in  that  bill 
reducing  the  duty  on  both,  upon  which  the 
question  can  be  made;  but  by  refusing  to 
pass  this  bill,  upon  which,  as  I  have  aaid,  both 
Houses  have  substantially  concurred,  we  lose 
the  opportunity  and  endanger  the  chances  of 
reducing  taxation  at  all. 

It  is  in  that  view  that  I  moved  the  considera- 
tion of  this  bill  to-day,  as  well  as  in  view  of 
the  importance  of  settling  the  question  at  once. 
Since  we  have  been  in  our  seats  to-day  I  have 
received  quite  a  number  of  telegrams  from 
persons  interested  in  this  trade,  all  imploring 
us,  whatsoever  we  do,  to  do  it  quickly,  and  let 
them  understand  whether  this  measure  is  going 
to  succeed  by  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate 
in  the  bill  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  or 
whether  they  are  stilt  to  be  kept  in  anxiety  for 
a  week  or  perhaps  a  month  hence  before  the 
question  is  finally  settled. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  a 
question.  It  is  to  know  what  the  general 
impression  among  dealers  in  tea  and  coffee, 
importers  and  jobbers,  was  in  regard  to  the 
first  bill  as  it  came  here  to  us,  whether  it  was 
at  all  satisfactoiy  to  the  great  interests  in- 
volved in  the  trade  in  the^ie  two  articles?  I 
allude  particularly  to  the  time  at  which  it  was 
to  go  into  operation  from  and  after  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  will  answer  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  in  this  way :  that  the  persona 
interested  in  this  trade  differed  somewhat 
among  themselveaT  fM  to  the  best  time  to  be 
fixed  for  the  bill  going  into  operation.  Some 
of  them  desired  that  the  time  be  fixed  as  far 
in  the  future  as  the  1st  of  January  of  next  year, 
and  one  or  two  even  as  far  as  the  lat  of  July 
of  next  year.  Some  desired  that  the  bill  go 
into  immediate  operation ;  but  the  large  pre- 
ponderance of  the  interests  that  were  before 
us  agreed  that  substantial  justice  would  be 
done  to  the  importers,  to  the  retailers,  and  to 
the  consumers  by  fixing  the  1st  day  of  July 
next,  which  would  give  sufficient  time  for  the 
trade  to  adjust  itself  to  the  new  order  of  things; 
that  the  stock  in  bond  by  that  time  would  in 
all  probability  be  about  exhausted ;  in  other 
words,  that  the  supply  in  the  bonded  ware- 
houses at  this  time  was  about  sufficient  for  the 
need  of  the  country  between  now  and  the  time 
the  bill  will  go  into  effect,  on  the  1st  of  July 
next. 

Mr.  HILL.  Then  I  understand  that  so  far 
as  the  Senator  is'concemed  he  will  advocate 
no  other  change  whatever  in  the  bill  from  the 
House,  except  as  to  the  time  it  shall  go  into 
effect 

Mr.  SCOTT.  That  is  all,  except  the  neces- 
sary provision  to  affect  the  coffee  and  tea 
which  will  be  in'bond  at  the  time  the  repeal 
goes  into  operation. 

Mr.  HILL.    I  understand  that  ia  included. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  That  is  substantially  the  shape 
of  the  bill  at  present  I  trust  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  will  not  be 
agreed  to,  and  that  the  bill  as  proposed  to  be 
amended  by  me  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  I  was  some- 
what opposed  to  laying  the  tariff  bill  on  the 
table  and  taking  up  this  tea  'and  coffee  bill 
with  a  view  of  passing  it  as  a  separate  meas- 
ure, because  I  believe  it  should  t>e  considered 
in  connection  with  the  other  questions  of  the 
modification  of  the  tariff  that  have  been  pre- 
sented by  the  Committee  on  Finance  in  their 
amendments  to  the  original  bill. 

I  stated  on  Friday  last  that  I  was  in  favor 
of  taking  off  entirely  the  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee,  and  that  I  was  in  favor  also  of  redue- 
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ing  the  tariff  as  provided  in  tbe  amendments 
renorted  by  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  the 
bill  then  under  consideration,  especially  in  the 
second  section  of  their  amenaments.  I  stated 
then  that  I  wonld  vote  to  repeal  entirely  the 
daties  upon  tea  and  coffee,  because  I  believed 
we  coald  do  that  and  at  the  same  time  make 
the  other  reductions  in  the  tariff  proposed  by 
the  committee  in  the  rest  of  their  oill,  but  that 
if  we  could  not  do  that,  I  should  consider  the 
question  whether  I  would  vote  for  the  entire 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee.  I  said 
80  then,  and  I  say  so  now.  If  it  shall  be  determ- 
ined that  in  consequence  of  the  total  repeal 
of  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  we  can  make 
no  other  reductions  of  the  tariff,  I  am  prepared 
to  change  my  vote  upon  the  question  and  vote 
for  the  entire  amendments  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  propose  to  consider 
whether  we  can  make  the  reduction  contem- 
pUted  by  the  second  section  of  the  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  at  the  same  time  repeal  entirely  the  duties 
on  tea  and  coffee.  It  was  stated  by  the  chair- 
min  of  the  committee  that  we  could  not ;  and 
immediately  after  the  vote  was  taken  upon 
repealing  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill]  made 
a  motion  to  strike  ont  the  second  section, 
because,  dispensing  with  the  revenue  upon  tea 
and  coffee,  we  could  not  also  dispense  with  the 
amount  of  revenue  we  should  lose  by  taking 
ten  per  cent,  of  the  duties  off  the  articles  spe* 
cifiM  in  that  aectioD,  leaving  ninety  per  cent, 
to  remain.  Now  I  want  to  consider  that  ques- 
tion as  to  how  much  we  ihall  lose,  if  anything 
stall,  by  taking  ten  jier  cent,  of  the  duty  off 
the  articles  incuided  in  the  second  section  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

I  submit  the  proposition  that  in  point  of 
fact  there  will  be  no  reduction  of  tne  reve- 
nue arising  from  taking  ten  per  cent,  off  the 
daties  from  those  articles  and  leaving  the 
ninety  per  cent.,  and  i  think  I  shall  be  flfus- 
tained  by  the  documentary  evidence  that  I 
can  present  to  the  Senate  upon  that  ques- 
tion. Suppoee  we  take  tea  per  cent,  of  the 
duties  off  those  articles ;  the  annual  increase 
of  importations  for  the  last  five  years  has 
been  more  than  five  per  cent  In  fact  the 
snnoal  increase  of  importations  during  the 
last  two  years  has  been  over  two  percent., 
and  if  the  same  increase  of  importations  con- 
tinues during  the  next  two  years  that  has 
taken  place  during  the  last  two,  there  will 
be  an  absolute  increase  of  the  revenue  not- 
withstanding the  rednction  of  ten  per  cent. 
in  the  rate  of  duties. 

I  find  by  reference  to  an  official  document 
prepared  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  that  the 
aggregate  imports  for  the  year  1860  were 
$414,256,248 ;  that  the  value  of  the  imports 
for  1870  was  $462,876,665,  being  an  increase 
of  a  little  more  than  ten  per  cent.  I  find  that 
io  1871,  the  next  year,  the  imports  were 
$618,769,000,  an  increase  of  over  eleven  per 
cent,  from  1870.  The  customs  revenue  in 
1869  was  $176,677,688.  In  1870  the  customs 
revenue  on  the  same  artioles,  without  any 
change  in  the  rate  of  duties,  was  $191,618,000. 
Hut  10  1870  we  made  a  reduction  of  the  tariff 
that  reduced  .  it  an  average  of  over  ten  per 
cent,  upon  all  the  duties.  We  took  off  $28,- 
000,000  of  duties  in  1870,  an  average  of 
twelve  per  cent,  of  the  whole  range  of  duties. 
Now  see  what  was  the  result.  After  that  re- 
duction took  place,  the  revenue  went  up  from 
$191,613,000  in  1870  to  $202,446,000  in  1871, 
being  an  increase  of  between  five  and  six  per 
cent  in  the  actual  amount  of  revenue  re- 
ceived, notwithstanding  an  average  reduction 
of  twelve  per  cenL  on  the  whole  rate  of  duties. 

Now,  sir,  if  we  shall  reduce  the  duties  ten 
per  cent,  upon  the  articles  named  in  section 
two  of  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  on 
Fiaaoce,  judging  from  these  figures,  and  the 
figures  from  1860  op  to  1869  show  a  still 
larger  increase  in  the  rate  of  importation  i^od 


of  revenue,  we  shall  still  derive  a  larger  rev- 
enue  from  the  remaining  ninety  per  cent  on 
those  articles  than  we  do  now  from  the  one 
hundred  per  cent  There  will  be  an  increased 
stimulus  of  importation  from  the  reduction  of 
the  duty ;  something  can  be  counted  on  upon 
that  score ;  but  there  will  be  a  natural  increase 
of  importations  perhaps  of  ten  per  cent,  with- 
out reference  to  the  rate  of  duty.  The  increase 
of  importations  from  1869  to  1870  upon  the 
same  rate  of  duties  was  a  little  over  ten  per 
cent ;  and  from  1870  to  1871,  counting  the 
fiscal  year,  over  eleven  per  cent  I  have  here 
a  statement  made  out  at  the  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics, bringing  down  the  amount  of  importations 
to  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  instead  of  the 
fiscal  vear,  the  fiscal  year  ending  on  the  last 
day  of  June,  1871,  and  the  calendar  year  end- 
ing on  the  last  day  of  December,  1871.  The 
statement  is  that  up  to  the  1st  day  of  January, 
1872,  the  imporations  for  the  calendar 'year 
1871  were  $572,606,930;  showing  an  increase 
of  nearly  twenty  per  cent  in  the  importations. 

Looking  at  these  figures  there  is  no  ground, 
in  my  judgment,  for  saying  that  the  reduction 
of  ten  per  cent  on  the  articles  embraced  in 
section  two  will  lead  to  any  reduction  of  the 
revenue.  Therefore,  we  can  repeal  the  duty 
on  tea  and  coffee  and  take  off  that  ten  per 
cent,  considering  the  ten  per  cent  as  not 
affecting  the  amount  of  revenue  at  all.  It  sim- 
ply brings  back  the  question  as  to  whether  we 
can  take  the  duties  off  tea  and  coffee.  I  do 
not  want  to  strike  oot  section  two. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  theory  advocated  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Tbumbulu]  I 
believe  il  is  unsound ;  I  believe  it  is  illogical, 
and  I  think  it  is  contradicted  by  the  entire 
experience  of  this  country.  But,  sir,  I  am  in 
favor  of  putting  the  duties  at  that  point  where 
there  shall  be  a  fair  and  generous  competition 
between  the  home  and  the  foreisn  producer.  I 
believe  that  is  the  true  theory.  W  here  there  is 
a  fair  and  generous  competition  between  the 
home  and  foreign  producer,  I  believe  that  com  • 
petition  produces  those  results  that  contradict 
the  free-trade  theory  from  beginning  to  end. 
The  free-trade  theory,  as  advocated  here  to- 
day, is  contradicted  by  our  experience  in  re- 
sard  to  the  history  of  the  tariff  from  the  first. 
Where  the  tariff  produces  competition^  builds 
up  manu&ctures  at  home  that  come  in  com- 
petition with  those  abroad,  the  effect  of  that 
competition  is  to  bring  prices  down  below  the 
point  where  they  would  be  if  there  was  no  tariff 
at  all.  That  is  the  result  of  experience,  and 
experience  is  better  than  all  ar^gument  A 
theory  that  comes  in  contact  with  the  facts  is 
worthless ;  and  this  whole  free- trade  theory  is 
one  that  is  contradicted  by  the  facts,  and  con- 
tradicted at  every  point 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  reduction  of  ten 
per  cent  can  be  made  without  impairing  the 
industries  that  are  comprehended  in  that  sec- 
tion. We  have  the  report  of  the  committee 
to*  that  effect  The  Committee  on  Finance, 
with  I  believe  the  exception  of  but  one  mem- 
ber, have  reported  that  that  reduction  of  ten 
per  cent  can  be  made  without  impairing  those 
mdostries.  If  it  can,  it  ought  to  be  made.  It 
ought  to  be  made  upon  principle;  it  ought  to 
be  made  as  a  matter  of  justice ;  and  it  ought 
to  be  made  for  political  considerations. 
Every  line  of  this  tariff  bill  is  a  political 
measure.  There  is  no  question  that  can  come 
before  the  Senate  which  is  more  thoroughly 
political  than  the  tariff.  If  this  reduction 
of  ten  per  cent  can  be  made  upon  principle 
consistent  with  the  due  encouragement  of 
our  industries,  consistent  with  a  fiur,  generous 
competition,  then  it  ought  to  be  made  for 
those  reasons,  superadded  to  which  are  the 
highest  political  considerations,  which  we 
cannot  afford  to  lose  sight  of. 

The  same  argument  that  has  been  made  here 
to-day  is  to  be  made  all  over  the  country  in 
the  cominff  canvass,  and  those  who  make  it 
will  have  ue  advantage  of  the  report  of  this 
committee  to  this  effect,  for  the  committee 


have  reported  that  this  rednction  of  ten  per 
cent  can  take  place  without  impairing  the 
industries  affected  by  it  The  committee 
haviuff  made  that  report  upon  full  examina- 
tion, I  believe  we  should  act  upon  it.  While 
I  am  opposed  to  reducing  the  tariff  so  as  to 
cripple  our  industries,  to  break  them  down,  to 
give  a  monopoly  to  the  foreign  producer,  I  am 
still  for  reducing  the  tariff  fcom  time  to  time 
in  such  a  way  as  shall  take  from  it  tJM  char- 
acter of  monopoly. 

As  I  said  before,  I  am  opposed  to  foreign 
or  domestic  monopoly*  I  would^give  neither 
one  nor  the  other.  By  placing  duties  too  high 
you  give  a  domestic  monopoly;  by  plaeiog 
them  too  low,  you  give  a  forei|^  monopoly. 
I  am  equally  opposed  to  both.  L  would  so 
provide  as  to  botn  that  there  shall  be  iair  and 
gcnerons  competition.  The  eommittee  have 
reported  that  we  can  reduce  the  duties  ten  per 
cent  upon  the  articles  named  in  the  aeoond 
section  and  preserve  that  fair  and  generous 
competition.  .  I  think  there  are  the  highest 
considerations  therefore  that  we  shall  pass  no 
bill  which  does  not  contain  the  substantial 
provisions  of  the  second  section.  For  that 
reason  I  am  not  willing  to  act  .upon  this  tea 
and  coffee  bill,  leaving  the  others  to  depend 
npon  future  action,  i  think  they  shenU  go 
together.  I  think  we  can  strike  out  the  internal 
revenue  taxes,  snch  as  were  contemplated  by 
my  amendment  the  other  day,  and  strike  oat 
this  ten  per  cent,  because  that  makes  no  dim- 
inution of  the  revenue,  and  strike  off  the  duties 
on  tea  and  coffee,  and  still  pay  $60^000,000  on 
the  public  debt  But  if  it  should  tam  out  that 
the  revenue  should  fall  six  or  eight  miUioos 
short  of  enabling  us  to  rednoe  4he  debt  fifty 
millions  a  year,  1  wonld  be  in  fii;vor  of  taking 
that  deficit  of  seveif  or  ten  millions  firom  the 
surplus  funds  in  the  Treasury. 

There  is  a  large  surplus  of  money  in,  the 
Treasury,  and  there  is  a  variety  of  opinions  as 
to  whether  it  is  proper  to  maintain  it  I  have 
not  said  much  npon  that  subject  heretofore, 
but  I  find  by  the  last  monthly  statement  that 
there  was  in  the  Treasury  on  the  Ist  day  of 
this  month  a  surplus  of  $124,868,746 ;  of  that 
amount  $110,406,000  was  coin.  These  an 
$82,000,000  of  gold  certificates  ontotanding. 
After  paying  them  there  is  still  $80,000,000 
of  coin  in  the  Treasury. 

Now,  if  it  should  turn  out  that  the  revenue 
should  fall  short  seven,  eight,  or  ten  nullioas, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  with  perfect 
safety,  and  perhaps  with  peat  propriety,  and 
perhaps  he  ought  to  do  it  anyhow,  take  that 
amount  from  the  surplus  coin  in  the  Treasniy 
for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  the  redaction  of 
our  debt,  paying  that  Afiy  millions  a  year*  I 
have  no  apprehension  upon  that  subject  The 
revenue  is  going  to  overrun  all  the  oalcnla- 
tioos  that  have  l^n  made  about  it  I  find  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr«  Soott]  the 
other  day  using  the  following  language  in  re- 
gard to  it,  and!  think  he  is  entirely,  oorreot: 

*'  The  fitereUrr  of  the  XreMury*  la  his  ertiaatsi 
for  the  year  eodins  June  SO,  1872,  placed  the  receipts 
from  eoatoma  at  il75»U0O,00O.  for  the  etsht  months 
that  have  paased  of  that  fisoal  year,  the  receipt!, 
•ocordins  to  a  tabU  farniahed  by  the  CommiMioaer 
of  Cutoms,  are  $146,453,170,  makiag  a  moothly 
avereae  of  $18,181,000.  If  that  avere««  be  main- 
Uioed"— 

And  it  is  more  likely  to  be  increased  than 
diminished — 

"  darins  the  year,  the  receipts  from  oustoms,  instead 
of  $175,000,000,  Sfl  estimated,  will  be  $2lM79,00l»,  or 
aa  excesi  of  $i8k000,00Uover  the  estimate.'* 

And  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  the  chairmssi 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  in  his  speech 
in  the  opening  of  this  debate,  used  this  Ian* 
guage,  and  I  Slink  with  entire  propriety! 

**  Afaitf,  the  effect  of  the  repeal  and  redaction  of 
taxes  hu  alweyi  t>eea  overestlmafd.  The  decrease 
of  » tax  rarely  prodnoee  a  eorrespondins  decrease 
of  the  revenue ;  in  lome  oasce  oaa«iac  an  iocroaMd 
importation  of  the  fbreitn  fabric  and  a  failinf  off 
in  the  domestic  fhbrie ;  in  eomc  cases  caasios  aa 
iacreased  conaamption  of  the  article." 

Then  he  goes  on  to  give  a  statement  of  the 
increase  of  revenue  from  1868  up  to  1871,  being 
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an  increase  from  $164,000,000to  $206,000,000^ 
duriog  which  lime  there  was  a  redaction  ot 
$28,000,000  of  duties,  oyer  twelve  per  cent. 
of  average  reduction,  ond  yet  that  increase 
was  made.  I  ask,  in  view  of  all  these  facts*  is 
there  any  reason  to  believe  that  this  reduction 
of  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  articles  named  iu  the 
«8C0nd  sectioa  will  result  in  the  loss  of  a  dol- 
lar of  actual  revenue?  In  other  words,  we 
^M\  gfC  jost  «8  much  next  year  from  the  same 
articles  as  we  got  last  year,  resulting  from  the 
osnses  th4t  I  have  mmitioned.  Therefore;  we 
need  not  hesitate  to  sustain  the  second  section 
becMise  we  have  voted  to  repeal  the  duties 
Qpoa  tea  and  coffee  entirely. 

I  have  a  statement  here — I  will  not  read  it 
all--of  Ifaa  increase  of  imports  from  1850  to 
1869,  in  1860  heing  $168,000,000  and  in  1869, 
$817,4)00,000,  showing  that  without  regard  to 
the  rate  of  duties  there  has  been  this  large 
increase  of  nearly  ten  per  cent,  per  annum. 

Mr.  President,  the  |>eople  expect  a  reduc- 
tion of  taxatiou.  It  is  our  duty  to  make  it. 
I  beiieve,  from  the  data  given,  that  we  can 
take  the  entire  duty  off  of  tea  and  coffee; 
that  we  can  put  those  articles  upon  the  free 
list  named  in  the  amendment  introduced  by 
tli«  Finance  Committee;  that  we  can  make 
theMTednction  of  ten  per  cent;  upon  the  arti- 
cles mentioned  in  section  two ;  that  we  can 
take  off  the  internal  revenue  taxes,  except 
those  on  spirits,  fermented  liquors,  and  to- 
bacco, and  still  pay  fifty  millions  a  year  in 
the  redmciion  of  our  public  debt.  If  we  can 
do  it,  we  ought  to  do  it  upon  every  considera- 
tion. And,  as  I  before  remarked,  if  there 
should  be  a  deficit  of  some  five  or  ten  million 
dollars,  if  the  revenue  should  not  quite  come 
up  to  what  we  expect  for  the  next  year,  it  will 
be  proper  that  some  portion  of  the -large  sur- 

elus  in  the  Treasury,  now  $124,000,000,  should 
e  used  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  public  debt  up  to  $50,000,000  a 
year.  We  could  then  make  the  changes,  if  we 
thought  proper,  in  the  revenue  laws  so  as  to 
suit  me  results  of  actual  experience. 

I  shall,  therefore,  at  the  proper  time  offer 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  now  before  the 
Senate  the  original  Senate  amendment  strik- 
ing out  that  part  referring  to  tea  and  coffee,  so 
as  to  leave  them  as  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  them  in  his  bill,  free,  and  shall 
•dd  to  that  anothcD  amendment  in  the  follow- 
ing words : 

That  all  'acta  and  parts  of  acts  reqoirinff  stamps 
and  impoaing  taxes  thereon,  exoept  in  regard  to 
spirits,  fermented  liquors,  tobacco. sna£f,  andcigars, 
and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  imposing  taxes  upon 
ga»,  are  hereby  repealed,  to  take  effeet  from  -and 
after  Ootober  1, 1872. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  As  I  desire  to  economise 
time,  I  only  wish  to  say  that  if  the  present 
amendment  shall  be  attached  to  this  bill  with 
the  notice  given  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
I  shall  consider  it «  waste  of  time  to  go  on  with 
the  independent  bill,  and  will  surrender  the 
^sontrol'^f  the  subject  to  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  again  to  uke  up  the 
general  bill. 

Ms.  BOREMAN.  I  do  not  propose  to  even 
attempt  to  make  a  speech  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff  generally,  'Itnd  I  should  not  say  a  word 
w6re  it  not  fof  the  fact  that  the  amendment 
now  pending  and  another  amendment  with 
which  we  are  threatened  propose  to  strike  at 
two  interests  which  are  of  great  importance  in 
my  State,  and  I  may  say,  with  the  exception 
probably  of  iroo  and  glass,  are  the  most  im- 
porlaat  of  amy  other  manufactures  in  my  State, 
rbia  is  a  proposition  not  to  modify  the  tariff 
on  the  subject  of  salt,  and  we  have  an  an- 
nouncement of  the  same  motion  in  regard  to 
coal,  but  it  is  to  repeal  the  tariff  entirely  in 
regard  to  those  articles. 

Now,  sir,  tt  seems  to  me  that  this  is  not  an 
indication  of  very  careful  and  discreet  states- 
maoship.  So  far  as  all  other  articles  in  the 
bill  are  mentioned,  the  proposed  change  is  very 
light,  the  reduction  is  a  very  small  percentage ; 
bat'liere  the  proposition  is  to  strike  off  the 


tariff  entirely.  The  motion  now  is  to  repeal 
the  duty  on  salt.  It  is,  if  I  may  be  allowed  so 
to  say,  a  violent  proposition.  Why  should  one 
or  two  particular  interests  in  this  country  be 
selected  for  the  purpose  of  destruction,  if  this 
question  #f  the  tariff  has  anything  in  it  at  all, 
while  others  are  touched  lightly  and  the  duties 
upon  them  are  subjected  to  but  a  very  slight 
modification  ?  But  it  seems  to  me  that  in  the 
regulation  of  the  tariff— and  this  is  the  point 
to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  without  going  into  an  argument — ^in 
regard  to  this  particular  interest  we  propose 
to  strike  it  down,  not  to  regulate  .it,  not  to 
modify  it,  not  to  deal  with  it  temperately  as  we 
do  in  regard  to  other  articles  that  are  manu- 
factured in  thisconntryi  but  to  reduce  the  duty 
at  onoe  and  let  in  the  flood  of  opposition  which 
will  come  from  foreign  countries  and  destroy 
our  manufactories  of  salt  entirely. 

I  had  some  other  remarks  to  make  in  regard 
to  this  proposition,  but  as  it  is  probably  the 
desire  of  members  of  the  Senate  to  take  a 
vote,  I  shall  defer  them  to  some  future  time, 
if  the  discussion  of  this  question  shall  be  con- 
tinued. I  prefer  to  have  a  vote  taken  now,  if 
that  is  the  desire  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pom- 
ROY  in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  On  that  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  19,  nays  29*;  as-  follows : 

YBAB— Messrs.  Blair.  Cooper.  Hamilton  of  Texas, 
Hamlin.  Harlan, Hill,  Kelly,  Losan,  Norwood,  Pool. 
Pratt,  Ramsey.  RoberUon,  Sawyer,  Schari,  Spenoer, 
Samner.  Trnmball,  and  Windom— 19. 

NAYb — Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Boreman.  Cald- 
well, Cameron.  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cole,  Conklinir, 
Corbott,  Cragin,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Mionigan,  Fre- 
linghuysen^  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Kel- 
logg. Morrill  of  Vermont.  Morton,  Odbom,  Patter- 
son, Pomeroy.  Rice.  Soott,  Sherman,  Stewart,  West, 
Wilson,  and  Wright-29. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Bayard,  Brownlow, 
Bnokingham,  Carpenter.  Casserlv.  Davis  of  Kon- 
tuoky.  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Bdmundi,  Ferry  of 
Conneotioat,  Flanagan,  Qoldtbwaite.  Hitchcock, 
Howe,  Johnston,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Nye. 
Saulsbury.  Sprague.  Stevenson,  Stockton,  Thurman, 
Tipton,  and  Vicker8-'25. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  inadvert- 
ently voted  on  the  amendment  in  regard  to 
salt.  I  was  paired  with  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Carpentbr.]  I  ask  the  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  withdraw  my  vote,  and 
have  the  record  corrected  accordingly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  has  never  been 
done  in  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  By  the  seven- 
teenth  rule  it  is  forbidden  that  a  Senator  shall 
vote  under  any  circumstances  after  the  de- 
cision has  been  announced  by  the  Chair;  and 
the  fifty-third  rule  declares: 

**  Bnt  any  rule  may  be  suspended  by  unanimous 
eonsent,  except  the  seventeenth  rule,  wbioh  snail 
never  be  suspended*" 

.  That  seems  to  cover,  by  a  parity  of  reason - 
in|;,  the  withdrawnl  of  a  vote.  The  Chair 
thinks,  however,  the  Senator's  vote  does  not 
change  the  result,  and  as  his  statement  will 
appear  in  the  Globe,  that  will  effect  his  object. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Now  I  move  to  put 
coal  upon  the  free  list. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  moves  further  to  amend  the 
amendment.  The  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  from  and  after  the  passa^re  of  this  aot  ooal 
shall  be  placed  on  the  free  list,  and  no  farther  im- 
port duties  shall  be  collected  apon  the  same. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Let  us  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  that. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  being 
taken  resiiltedf— yeas  17,  nays  2oj  as  follows: 

Y£AS— Messrs.  Blair,  Hamilton  of  Texas.  Ham- 
lin, liarlan.  Hill,  Kellosff,  Kelly,  Logan.  Morton, 
Norwood,  Pratt,  Schurz,  Spencer,  Sumner.  Trum- 
bull.  Wilson,  and  Windom-17. 


NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Boreman.  Caldwell,  Cub> 
eron.  Chandler,  Clayton.  Conklinff,  Cooper.  Corbett, 
Cragin,  Davis  of  West  Virginia.  Fenton,  Ferry  of 
Michigan,  Prelinghuyaen,  Gilbert,  Hsmiltoa  of 
Maryland,  Pomeroy,  Pool,  Kice,  RoberUon,  Soou, 
Sherman.  Stewart.  West,  and  Wright— 25. 

AB^^ENT  — Messrs.  Alcorn,  Anthony,  Biyard, 
Brownidw.  Buckingham,  Carpenter,  Cu«erly.  Cole, 
Davis  Qf  Kentucky,  Edmunds,  FerryofConueetictti, 
Flanagan.  Qoldtbwaite,  Hitchcock.  Howe,  Johnnon, 
Lewis.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Nye, 
Osborn,  Patterson,  Ramsey.  Saulsbury,  Sawyer, 
SprMrae.  Stevenson,  Stockton,  Thurmsn,  TipioD, 
and  Vickers— dl. 

So  the  amendment  to  tbe  amendment  wai 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  qaeHion 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Scott.] 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  offer  as  an  amesdoeot 
to  that  amendment  the  amendment  reportdi 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance  of  the  Senate, 
omitting  the  items  of  tea  and  coffee,  leafiDg 
them  as  they  are  in  the  bill  now.  in  every 
other  respect  it  is  the  amendment  of  tbe 
Finance  Committee.  It  has  been  read  before 
in  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Tbe  Senator 
from  Indiana  moves  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  by  sddii« 
to  it  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Commii- 
tee  on  Finance  to  House  bill  No.  173,  except- 
ing therefrom  tea  and  cofifee. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Do  I  onder- 
stand  that  the  effect  of  the  amendment  of  tbe 
Senator  from  Indiana  is  to  reduce  the  daty  on 
manufactured  articles  ten  per  cent  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.  Thoae  mentioned  in  tbe 
second  section. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  rise  to  a  qaestion  of 
order.  The  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  being  still  pending,  the  propo- 
sition of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is  not 
attached  to  or  made  an  amendment  to  that 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  it  is  to  smeod 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  ^SHERMAN.  Then  I  saggest  to  tbe 
Senator  from  Indiana  to  let  the  amendmeot 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  be  first  voted 
upon. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  will  withdraw  his  amendment  ft 
moment,  so  as  to  allow  the  other  to  be  acted 
upon,  it  will  probably  appear  in  a  better  eoo- 
dition  in  tbe  Globe  and  in  the  Journal.  If 
there  be  qo  objection,  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  will  be  regarded  is 
agreed  to  fixing  the  time  when  this  act  shall 
operate.     It  is  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  And  also  the  clause  regulat- 
ing-tea  and  coffee  in  bonded  warehouses. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Precisely.  The 
whole  amendment  as  read  is  agreed  to.  Tbe 
Senator  from  Indiana  now  moves  further  to 
amend  the  bill. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Allow  me  to  ssk  the 
Chair  or  the  Senator  from  Indiana  whether 
his  motion  does  not  defeat  entirely  tbe  moiioa 
of  my  colleague? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  No.  The  Sen 
ator  from  Indiana  excepts  tea  and  coffee  in 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  does  not  come  io  cob- 
fliot  with  that  at  all. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  now,  bow- 
ever,  a  simple  amendment,  and  is  susceptible 
of  an  Amendment  to  it. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiaha  if  it  be  in  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  in  order. 
It  is  now  simply  an  amendment  in  tbe  i^tt 
d^ree. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  ask  to  have  lines  thirty- 
two,  thirty -three,  and  thirty-fonr,  in  reference 
to  the  duty  on  cleaned  rice,  andeaned  licei 
and  paddy,  stricken  out. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of 
the  amendment  of  tbe  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  MORTON.     It  is  the  whole  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana  has  moved  the  exact  ataendment 
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of  the  Gommittee  on  Finance  to  Hoose  bill 
Ko.  178«  striking  out  two  lines  in  regard  to  tea 
and  coffee,  and  inserting  a  tariff  bill  of  some 
twenty  pages,  with  which  the  Senate  are  famil- 
iar. ,  The  Senator  from  Indiana  renews  that 
amendment  to  this  bill,  and  it  is  susceptible 
of  amendment.  The  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina has  moyed  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  oat  lines  tbirty-two,  thirty-three,  and 
thirty-foar  of  the  first  section. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  amendment  is  reaUy 
the  whole  tariff  bill.  It  puts  us  in  a  very  em- 
barrassing position.  I  shall  certainly  vote  for 
it,  but  it  defeats  the  object  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylrania  had  in  view.  The  Senator  from 
PennsyWaDia  desired  to  pass  this  bill  to  relieve 
those  engaged  in  the  sale  of  tea  and  coffise  from 
the  embarrassments  under  which  they  now 
labor  in  carrying  on  their  business.  I  shall 
vote  against  that  bill  whenever  it  comes  up  on 
a  final  vote.  But  now  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana offers  as  an  amendment  to  that  proposition 
the  who^e  tariff  bill.  That,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  opens  the  whole  door,  and  that  amend 
ment  will  be  subject  to  innumerable  amend- 
ments. I  ask  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
whether  it  is  any  object  to  him  now  to  press 
his  effort  to  get  through  the  tea  and  coffee 
bill?  Because,  if  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
persists  in  this  amendment,  I  shall  insist  on 
laying  aside  the  pending  bill  and  taking  up 
the  tariff  bill  and  going  on  with  it  in  order. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  1  was  on  the  floor  to  state 
that  I  wished  to  appeal  to  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  to  withdraw  that  amendment  for  a 
double  reason,  a  portion  of  which  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  already  given.  The  other  part 
of  .that  reason,  is  the  one  which  I  stated  a  few 
moments  ago,  when  the  Senate  was  not  as  full 
as  it  is  now,  and  that  is,  by  adding  this  amend- 
ment, and  sending  it  to  the  House  of  .Repre- 
aentatives,  we  already  know  enough  to  appre- 
hend that  the  whole  bill  will  be  laid  on  the 
table,  because  of  their  objection  that  we  have 
not  the  power  to  originate  this  tariff  measure, 
and  thus  we  shall  lose  the  repeal  of  the  duties 
on  tea  and  coffee,  and  endanger  the  final  pas- 
sage of  the  bil  1  altogether,  i  f,  instead  of  that, 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  will  withdraw  his 
amendment  and  permit  us  to  take  a  vote  on 
the  repeal  of  the  duiies  on  tea  and  coffee,  we 
can  at  once  go  back,  and  I  desire  that  we  shall 
at  once  go  back  to  the  general  tariff  bill  and 
take  up  these  other  questions.  I  trust  that 
course  may  be  taken. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  withdraw  for  the  present 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment  which  I 
offered,  and  will  renew  it  again  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania makes  an  appeal  to  me  to  withdraw 
this  amendment,  that  the  bill  repealing  the 
duty  on  tea  and  coffee  may  be  passed  as  a  sin- 
gle measure,  and  then  take  our  chances  upon 
the  other.  Now,  we  know  that  when  the  duties 
on  tea  and  coffee  are  fully  repealed,  and  that 
is  a  fixed  thing,  the  position  will  be  taken  that 
no  other  reduction  of  the  tariff  can  be  made, 
and  that  the  second  section  of  the  tariff  bill 
must  be  stricken  out,  because  that  was  the 
motion  made  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
last  Friday  after  the  vote  was  taken  facing 
tea  and  coffee  on  the  free  list. 

I  said  then,  as  I  have  said  here  to-di^,  that 
I  voted  to  repeal  the  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee 
entirely  because  I  believed  we  could  carry  all 
these  reductions  and  still  have  enough  revenue 
left  to  pay  $60,000,000  per  annum  upon  the  pub- 
lic debt.  I  am  satisfied  that  we  can.  But  if  the 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  entirely 
is  to  be  made  an  excuse  for  strilung  out  the 
other  reductions  of  the  tariff,  I  am  prepared  to 
change  my  vote  on 'that  question,  and  I  think 
there  are  several  other  Senators  in  the  same 
situation.  I  am  not  willing,  therefore,  that 
this  bill  shall  be  passed  and  put'  beyond  our 
reach  repealing  the  duties  entirely  on  tea  and 
coffee,  and  then  take  our  chances  hereafter  with 
that  argument  of  making  reductions  upon 
other  parts  of  the  tariff  that  I  think  are  quite  | 


necessary  for  many  considerations  that  I  have 
adverted  to  to-day.  For  that  reason  I  cannot 
respond  to  the  appeal  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  however  much  I  should  like  to 
do  so. 

I  do  not  agree  with  him  in  his  apprehension 
that  the  House  of  Representatives  will  lay  this 
bill  on  the  table  because  of  the  constitutional 
diffioalty  that  we  cannot  originate,  and  that  the 
House  must  alone  originate  bills  to  raise  rev- 
enue. That  is  true.  What  is  the  language  of 
the  Constitution  7  *'Ali  bills  for  raising  rev- 
enue shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives;" but  it  goes  on  to  say  that  '*  the 
Senate  may  propose  or  concur  with  amend- 
ments as  on  other  bills.''  By  the  terms  of 
the  Constitution  we  have  the  same  right  to 
amend  a  bill  raising  revenue,  when  it  once  gets 
here,  that  we  have  to  amend  any  other  bill. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  in  the  first  place,  this 
is  not  a  bill  to  raise  revenue.  That  was  argued 
by  the  Senator  from  Ohio  conclusively  in  an- 
swer to  the  Senator  from  Illinois;  but  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  has  evidently  waived  his 
constitutional  objection,  because  right  in  the 
face  of  it  he  has  proposed  to  repeal  the  duty 
on  salt  and  on  coal,  putting  it  upon  a  bill  sent 
here  by  the  House  to  repeal  the  duty  on  tea 
and  coffee.  The  Senator  nas  waived  the  obiec- 
tion  by  his  own  action.  But  whether  he  had 
or  not,  there  was  no  force  in  it,  in  my  opinion. 
If  we  consider  it  a  bill  to  raise  revenue  and 
it  comes  here,  we  have  a  right  to  amend  it 
and  to  modify  it  the  same  as  any  other  bill. 
But  it  is  simply  a  bill  to  repeal  a  tax,  and 
when  it  comes  here  we  have  a  right  to  amend 
that  bill.  How  ?  By  proposing  tojrepeal  some 
other  tax  and  adding  it  to  it,  or  by  proposing 
to  repeal  that  tax  only  in  part.  We  have  a 
right  to  amend  it  in  any  way.  If  we  treat  it 
as  a  bill  to  raise  revenue,  we  may  amend  it 
and  BMike  it  suitable  to  our  ideas  of  the  way 
tbe  revenue  should  be  raised  and  send  it  back 
to  the  House;  but  they  must  first  start  that 
bill.  ^  .     , 

But  a  bill  simply  repealing  a  tax  is  not  a 
bill  to  raise  revenue  in  an^  sense.  Has  it  e?^r 
been  held  before  that  a  bill  to  simply  repeal  a 
tax  could  not  originate  in  the  Senate  7  I  ven- 
ture to  say  that  that  olnection  has  never  been 
sustained  in  the  whole  history  of  this  Govern- 
ment. There  is  nothing  in  it.  We  have  just 
as  much  right  to  originate  a  bill  here  to  repeal 
a  tax  as  they  have  to  originate  it  in  the  House ; 
but  when  it  is  proposed  to  levy  a  new  tax  or 
to  increase  an  existing  tax ;  in  other  words, 
when  it  is  proposed  to  raise  more  revenue 
instead  of  decreasing  it,  for  the  protection  of 
the  Government,  that  power  has  been  placed 
in  the  popular  branch  of  the  Government,  in 
the  House  of  Representatives.  But  this  is  not 
a  bill  to  raise  revenue.  It  is  a  bill  simply  pro- 
posiDg  to  repeal  certain  taxes  without  i>ro- 
posiog  to  increase  any  one,  and  is  not  subject 
to  that  constitutional  objection.  I  have  no 
fear  that  the  House  of  Representatives  will  lay 
it  on  the  table,  but  if  they  should  lay  it  on  the 
table  for  that  reason  while  they  accept  the  bill 
in  its  main  features,  they  have  simplj  to  send 
us  a  substitute  embodying  the  provisions  of 
this  bill.  But  let  us  do  our  duty  and  not  be 
deterred  from  it  by  soum  fancied  apprehension 
that  the  House  will  lay  the  bill  on  the  table 
for  some  constitutional  objection  that  has  no 
foundation  in  law  or  in  fact. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  li.  will  be  observed  that 
this  is  an  amendment  of  some  thirteen  pages, 
proposinijf  to  place  a  great  many  articles  on 
the  free  list.  As  we  have  already  determined 
to  admit  tea  and  coffee  free,  this  large  list 
should  be  most  carefully  revised  and  examined 
before  we  take  a  vote  upon  it.  I  trust,  there- 
fore, that  the  amendment  as  it  stands,  making 
this  sweeping  repeal  of  all  these  duties,  with- 
out examination  by  the  Senate,  will  not  be 
adopted. 

It  is  evident  that  the  Senate  have  fully 
determined  to  repeal  the  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee,  feeling  that  that  will  relieve  the  great  [ 


mass  of  the  people  more  than  the  repeal  of 
the  duties  on  any  other  two  articles  that  could 
be  named,  and  therefore  it  seems  to  me  we 
ought  to  take  a  vote  upon  that  question  by 
itself.  That  duty  is  one  which  affects  the 
people  directly;  as  has  been  said,  it  is  a 
direct  tax.  It  is  not  like  other  taxes  or  duties 
levied  upon  manuiaotured  articles,  as  stated 
by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  but  ^s  precisely 
the  reverse.  The  people  have  the  entire  ben- 
efit of  a  reduction  or  repeal  of  the  duty  upon 
coffee,  whereas  in  the  case  of  a  tax  or  duty 
upon  manufactured  articles,  those  articles 
manufactured  in  this  country  are  not  purchased 
here  unless  they  can  be  purchased  cheaper 
than  they  can  be  importea.  None  of  those 
articles  could  be  manuiactured  in  this  country 
unless  they  could  be  mannfiustured  cheaper 
than  they  could  be  imported.  These  nmoa- 
facturing  establishments  could  not  be  started 
unless  they  could  manufiM^ture  goods  cheaper 
than  they  could  bo  imported.  The  position 
of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  in  this  respect, 
therefore,  is  not^  correct.  In  my  judgment, 
the  relief  to  the  great  mass  of  the  people  will 
be  much  greater  by  the  repeal  of  tne  duty  on 
tea  and  coffee  than  by  any  other  measure  we 
could  adopt.  For  that  reason  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  r^ect  this  amendment,  and  will 
pass  the  bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tea 
and  coffee  just  as  it  stands,  without  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  vote 
down  this  amendment  and  Int  us  pass  the  bill 
by  itself,  so  that  the  tariff  bill  can  come  up  as 
a  separate,  measure. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  move  the 
same  amendment  that  I  moved  before:  to 
strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  amend- 
ment as  proposed  by  tbe  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  Let  me  suggest  to  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  to  allow  us  to  pass 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  by  itself.  I  ask  the  Chair  whether 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  could  not  make  his 
motion  afterward  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
THONT  in  the  chair.)  It  could  be  made  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr,  BOREMAN.  If  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  should  be  attached 
to  the  bill,  it  would  still  be  in  order  for  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  to  make  his  motion 
afterward? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    It  would. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  Then  I  sugfijest  to  the 
Senator  that  he  withdraw  his  motion  for  the 
present,  and  let  us  vote  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  I  can  have  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  I  wish  ho 
would  withdraw  his  amendment  and  let  us 
vote  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  all  of  which  1  mean  to  vote  against, 
and  I  think  other  Senators  will  find  no  diffi- 
culty in  doing  so.  Then,  as  the  Senator  on 
my  left  [Mr.  Stew  art]  suggests,  if  the  amend- 
ment carries,  or  indeed  m  either  event,  in 
another  form,  the  Senator  from  Vermont  can 
make  his  question. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  suppose  I 
shall  have  the  right  to  make  the  motion  when 
the  bill  comes  into  the  Senate? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
will. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Then  I  with- 
draw the  amendment  to  the  amendment  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Now,  I  wish  to  say  a 
single  word  only.  When  the  question  was 
first  taken  on  exempting  tea  and  coffee  wholly 
from  imposts,  I  voted  against  that  proposition, 
not  because  I  did  not  wish  to  make  tea  and 
cofiee  free  if  we  could  do  so,  but  because  I 
preferred  to  so  treat  the  question  as  would 
enable  the  Senate  to  distribute  somewhat  the 
reduction  which  we  should  make,  and  enlarge 
the  number  of  articles  to  be  made  free  or  to 
be  cheapened  as  to  the  duty. 
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The  Senate,  following  two  deciBive  vote9  in 
the  House,  has  by  a  great  majority,  I  think 
nearly  three  to  one,  expressed  its  deliberate 
judgment  in  favor  of  exempting  tea  and  coffee 
altogether.  As  a  practical  business  matter  in 
the  dispatch  of  the  sabjects  before  as,  I  accept, 
and  I  think  every  other  Senator  who  voted  as 
I  did  aninst  free  tea  and  coffee  oaght  to  accept 
as  final  a  judgment  so  pronounced.  If  it  is 
final,  and  1  say  to  the  Senator  from  Indiana  it 
cannot  be  that  he  seriously  supposes  that  a 
vote  of  three  to  one,  with  all  the  facts  before 
as,  would  ever  be  reversed  by  any  argument 
or  contingency  which  can  arise  in  the  course 
of  this  discussion ;  if  it  is  to  be  treated  as  final, 
then  there  are  many  reasons  why  the^bill  as  it 
came  from  the  House  should  be  completed, 
and  I  have  heard  of  not  one  reason  to  the 
contrary. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  argues  that  in 
addition  to  the  exemption  of  tea  and  coffee 
we  can  dismiss  other  duties.  I  agree  with 
him,  and  I  shall  be  surprised  if  I  find  myself 
among  those  intimidated  or  terrified  by  esti- 
mates and  by  fears  of  deficiencies  hereafter. 
I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  it.  I  believe  with 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  that  the  growth  of 
business  in  the  country  is  going  to  compensate 
in  a  far  greater  degree  than  we  see  allowed  in 
these  estimates  that  are  made. 

And  I  say  here,  as  I  do  not  intend  to  detain 
the  Senate  again,  and  now  but  a  moment,  that 
I  shall  vote  for  reductions  in  addition  to  tea 
and  coffee,  and  then  I  shall  vote  for  dismissing 
every  internal  tax  except  the  tax  on  malt  and 
spirituous  liquors,  the  tax  on  tobacco,  and  as 
to  stamps  I  reserve  my  judgment;  but  if  I  in- 
clude stamps,  then  I  have  enumerated  every- 
thing which  will  remain  taxed  by  any  vote  of 
mine.  In  that  way  I  will  vote  to  consolidate 
districts  and  disband  the  remnant  of  that  army 
of  tax-gatherers  and  internal  revenue  officers 
of  which  we  have  heard  so  much. 

Nevertheless,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  vote 
against  this  amendment  with  the  distinct  un- 
derstanding that  it  is  to  be  taken  up  in  the 
other  bill,  and  every  Senator,  by  a  vote  or 
otherwise,  enabled  to  express  his  opinion  in 
regard  to  it ;  and  that,  I  submit  to  all  Senators, 
involves  no  inconsistency.  We  do  not  choose 
to  consider  it  here  for  an  obvious  reason,  be- 
cause we  want  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  to  be 
finished;  we  want  to  make  an  end  of  that. 
BrotafUo  this  subject,  has  been  disposed  of; 
and,  as  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has 
well  explained  to  us,  it  is  wholly  unnecessary 
to  insnarl  that  subject,  which  has  been  com- 
pleted by  itself,  wiih  the  residue  of  the  tariff 
question.  So  I  shall  vote  against  this  amend- 
ment in  order  to  preserve  so  much  of  this 
legislation  separate  and  intact.  Then  I  shall 
vote  with  the  Senator  from  Indiana  and  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  who  has  indicated  his  pur- 
pose to  take  up  the  other  bill,  to  consider 
'everything  involved  in  this  amendment,  to 
vote  for  the  Whole  of  this  reduction  if  we  can, 
and  if  not,  for  so  much  of  it  as  we  can  favor. 
In  that  I  see  no  reason  why  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  should  insist  upon  his  amendment 
now,  and  certainly,  none  why  I  or  any  other 
Senator  who  agrees  with  him  in  wanting  to 
make  these  reductions  should  refuse  to  ac- 
cede to  the  request  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania.  Therefore  I  shall  vote 
against  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana ;  hut  1  say  again  that  that  vole  will 
not  commit  me  at  all  against  that  amendment 
when  it  comes  up  at  a  convenient  season  for 
consideration. 

The  PftESlDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  aorondment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
opon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ;  and  being 
taken  resulted — yenB  22,  nays  26 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS— Me88x:p.Alcorn,Blair.CooperfDayi8  of  West 
Virginia,  UamiTtouof  Mary  land,  Uamiitoa  of  Texas, 
Hamlin,  Hill.  Kolloffg,  Lofan,  MortoA,  PrUt.  Koli- 


ertson,  Sohnri,  Sherman,  Spenoer,  Stevensonj^am- 
ner^  Trumbull.  West,  Windom,  and  Wright-'22. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Boreman,  Cald- 
well, Cameron,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cole.  Conkling, 
Corbett.Cragin,  Fenton.Frelinghoysen,  Gilbert,  Har- 
lan, Hitchcock,  Kelly.  Morrill  of  Vermont.  Norwood, 
Pattf^rson,  Pomeroy,  Bice,  Sawyer,  Scott,  Stewart, 
andWilson— 26. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brownlow,  Bueklng- 
ham,  Carpenter,  Casserly,  Davis  of  Kontaoky,  Ed- 
mands.  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Ferry  of  Mictugan, 
Flanagan,  Goldthwaite,  Howe.  Johnston,  Lewis, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Nye.  Osborn.  Pool,  Ramsey,  Sanls- 
bury.  SprMue,  Stockton,  TDorman,  Tipton,  and 
Vickers— 25. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  offer  the  folio  wing  amend- 
ment to  come  in  as  an  additional  section : 

That  all  acta  and  parts  of  aets  reqairing  stamps 
and  Imposing  taxes  thereon,  except  in  regard  to 
spirits,  fermented  liquors,  tobacco,  snuff,  and  cigars, 
and  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  imposing  taxes  upon 
gas,  are  hereby  repealed,  to  take  effect  from  and 
after  October  1, 1872. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  While  I  shall  probably  vote 
for  that  in  a  separate  form,  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  and  of 
the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  if  any  proposition 
will  raise  constitotional  objection  in  the  House 
it  will  be  that  one.  The  bill  before  us  proposes 
to  repeal  customs  duties,  and  here  is  an  amend- 
ment to  repeal  internal  taxes.  I  trust  it  will 
meet  the  same  fate  as  the  other  amendments, 
and  that  we  shall  pass  the  bill  as  it  stands. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  House  sent  us  a  bill 
to  repeal  a  tax  on  imports,  and  we  propose  to 
amend  that  by  repealing  an  internal  tax.  Is 
it  not  germane  entirely?  The  fact  that  one 
is  a  tax  on  imports,  and  the  other  an  inter- 
nal tax,  certainly  can  make  no  constitutional 
objection.  • 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  agree  with  the  Senator  that 
this  is  so  in  principle,  but  the  House  will  not 
agree  with  us.    They  stand  upon  that  ground. 

The  VICB  PRESIDENT.  The  (question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  trom  Indi- 
ana, abolishing  certain  internal  taxes  specified 
in  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  pf  Vermont.  I  move  to 
amend  that  amendment  by  inserting  the  free 
list  which  has  just  bee.n  rejected  in  the  motion 
just  voted  upon  as  a  substitute  for  the  prop- 
osition of  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  moves  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  all  after  the  word  *'  that,''  and  in- 
serting the  free  list  to  be  found  on  the  seventh 
page,  and  so  on  to  the  end  of  the  amend- 
ment reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 
to  House  bill  No.  178. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  desire  to 
say  a  single  word  in  relation  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Indiana.  I  think 
there  is  a  general  unanimity  of  sentiment  in 
the  Senate  on  the  question  of  the  repeal  of 
the  internal  taxes;  but  manifestly,  as  prudent 
legislators  we  onght  to  see  what  the  effect  of 
oar  work  will  finally  be.  It  is  dear  that  the 
Senate  are  disposed,  by  an  overwhelming 
majority,  to  make  tea  and  coffee  free,  and 
possibly  some  other  articles ;  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  have  something  more  than  a 
single  Senator  may  be  able  to  get  up  to  make 
the  proper  and  complete  legislation  for  this 
session.  I  think  the  subject  of  internal  rev- 
enue taxes  has  to  be  adjusted  in  proportion 
to  what  we  do  in  relation  to  the  tariff.  Now, 
I  appeal  to  the  Senate  whether  it  will  not  be 
better  to  adopt  the  proposition  which  I  make 
of  the  free  list,  which  tekes  out  of  the  number 
of  taxable  articles  something  like  three  hun- 
dred, and  yet  reduces  the  tariff  in  every  incon- 
siderable manner,  and  leave  the  other  prop- 
osition to  be  more  carefully  matured? 

Mr.  BO  RE  .VI  AN.  I  expect  to  vote  for  the 
repeal  of  these  taxes,  yet  it  is  my  desire,  as  it 
is  the  desire  of  those  who  have  been  support- 
ing the  original  bill  to  repeal  the  duty  on  tea 
and  coffee,  that  that  bill  be  put  through  pure 
and  simple.  We  understand  from  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance  that  the 
committee  will  report  a  bill  on  the  subject  of 
internal  taxation,  and  that  bill  will  probably 


repeal  the  taxes  that  are  enumerated  in  this 
amendment.  I  propose  to  wait  for  that,  and 
to  take  the  bill  in  regard  to  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  on  tea  and  coffee  just  as  it  came  from 
the  other  House,  in  order  that  we  may  get  rid 
of  that,  and  settle  these  other  quettions  sub- 
sequently. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  desire  to  say  one  word. 
Reference  is  made  to  the  strength  of  the  vote 
here  in  favor  of  repealing  the  duties  upon  tea 
and  coffee.  I  voted  to  repeal  those  duties 
entirely,  believing  we  could  do  that,  and  at  the 
same  time  make  the  other  redactions  eontem- 
plated  in  the  amendment  brought  forward  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance.  I  would  not  have 
voted  in  that  way  if  I  had  nnderstood  that 
that  was  to  be  made  an  excuse  for  reloaing  to 
make  any  other  reductions  in  the  tariff. 

Me.  WINDOM.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  at  that  point,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  voted 
for  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee  for 
precisely  the  same  reason.  I  desire  new  to 
vote  the  other  wav  if  I  can  obtain  an  oppor- 
tunity to  80  vote,  if  we  are  not  to  be  permitted 
to  reduce  the  tariff  on  any  other  article. 

Mr.  MORTON.  One  word  further  and  I 
am  done.  The  question  of  tea  and  coffee  is 
taken  separately  and  independent  of  all  other 
articles.  When  that  has  passed  and  become 
a  law,  we  can  have  no  doubt  the  total  repeal 
of  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee  is  to  be  used  as 
an  argnment  on  this  floor  for  refusing  to  make 
anj  other  reductions.  I  am  sorry  that  the 
thing  has  taken  that  shape.  They  ought  ail 
to  be  considered  together.  It  is  a  matter  of 
justice  to  Senators  who  voted  as  they  did  oa 
last  Friday,  and  I  am  one  of  them,  and  there 
are  several  other  Senators  here  in  the  aame 
situation. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  desire  to  aay  a  few 
words,  but  principally  to  make  a  aoggestioD  to 
the  Senator  from  Vermont.  If  the  free  list 
of  the  bill  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  is  to 
be  added  to  this  bill,  he  should  iodnde  in  his 
amendment  the  fifth  section  of  the  commit- 
tee's bill  in  regard  to  bonded  goods  so  sm  to 
allow  goods  put  on  the  free  list,  which  may  be  in 
bond  on  the  1st  of  July  next,  to  oome  in  free. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  accept  the 
Mggcstion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  from  the 
seventh  page  to  the  close,  is  included  in  this 
amendment.   That  will  cover  the  fifth  section. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  believe  there  is  not  a 
single  item  on  this  free  list  to  which  any  Sena- 
tor will  object.  So  far  as  I  know,  every  item 
about  which  there  is  any  controversy,  with, 
perhaps,  a  single  exception,  was  stricken  out. 
This  free  list  embraces  two  or  three  hundred 
articles,  mostly  of  raw  materials  which  can- 
not be  produced  in  this  country,  which  enter 
more  or  less  into  our  manufactures,  and  which 
also  enter  into  the  common  consomptioo  of 
the  people,  each  as  medicines  and  a  great 
variety  of  articles.  Mv  impression  is  that  in 
any  tariff  bill  fre  pass  this  free  list  onght  to  be 
included. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  How  much  does  it  re- 
duce the  revenue? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  About  three  million  dol- 
lars altogether,  the  heaviest  items  being 
mostly  articles  of  medicine,  paint,  and  dye- 
stufis.  There  can  be  no  possible  objection  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  thia  free  list, 
because  it  conforms  very  nearly,  with  some 
slight  difference  perhaps,  to  the  free  list  pro- 
posed already  in  that  House ;  so  that  if  any 
bill  is  passed^  as  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  paa- 
sage  of  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  now,  from  the 
votes  taken,  this  free  list  might  as  well  be 
added.  Jt  can  create  no  objection  in  the  other 
House,  I  think.  I  shall  therefore  vole  for  this 
addition  of  the  free  list. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  Let  me  suggest  to  the 
Senator  that  if  this  is  adopted  now  as  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  then,  if  that  amendment  fiails, 
this  fails  too. 
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Mr.  MOHRILL,  of  Vermont  I  have  mo?ed 
this  M  a  sabstitnte  for  that. 

Mr.  GONKLINO.    I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  state  further  in 
regard  to  the  internal  taxes,  as  I  announced 
in  the  opening  argament  on  the  tariff  bill,  that 
the  Committee  on  Finance  was  onanimously 
of  opinion  that  we  should  repeal  all  the  inter- 
nal reyeooe  taxes  except  those  on  whisky, 
tobacco,  and  beer.  At  the  same  time  I  stated 
that  we  could  not  offer  an  amendment  on  the 
gnbject  of  internal  taxation,  to  a  tariff  bill, 
without  raising  a  question  with  the  House  of 
Representatives.  I*beliey>e  the  Senate  has  a 
right  to  add  to  such  a  bill  an  amendment  in 
regard  to  internal  taxes.  I  have  no  doubt  of 
it.  The  Constitution  giTOs  us  the  power  to 
amend  any  revenue  bin  they  may  send  to  us 
in  any  form  that  we  choose.  We  know  very 
well,  however,  *  that  that  is  a  question  upon 
which  the  other  House  has  a  great  deaf  of 
sensibility. 

They  never  have  denied  our  right  to  add  to 
the  articles  in  a  tariff  bill.  For  instance,  when 
they  proposed  to  repeal  the  dnties  on  tea  and 
coffee  they  never  aenied  our  right  to  add  by 
way  of  amendment  a  proposition  to-  repeal 
duties  on  other  articles.  They  have,  however, 
always  denied  to  us  the  right  to  impose  new 
taxes  by  an  amendment  to  such  a  bill,  or  the 
right  to  go  beyond  the  subject-matter  of  the 
bitt;  if,  for  example,  it  related  to  customs 
duties,  by  adding  internal  taxes.  While,  there- 
fore, I  am  aa  much  in  faror  as  anybody  of 
repealing  internal  taxes  now— and  unques- 
tionably we  shall  have  an  opportunity  to  do  it 
before  the  session  closes — I  will  not  vote  on 
this  bill  to  send  to  the  other  House  a  question 
which  will  only  create  confusion  and  contro- 
Terej  between  the  two  Houses.  Even  if  a  few 
members  of  the  Hoose  of  Representativrs  are 
honestly  of  opinion  that  this  would.be  an  inva- 
sion of  their  constitutional  rights,  1  would  not 
press  it  on  tbem.  Therefore,  in  deference  to 
the  House,  or  in  deference  to  that  opinion  of 
the  House,  we  refrained  from  putting  on  the 
tariff  bill  anything  with  regard  to  internal 
taxes. 

1  shall  vote  for  the  amendment  oflered  by 
the  Senator  from  Vermont.  If  it  is  not  adopted 
now  it  will  be  a  part  of  the  tariff  bill  when 
taken  up  again.  As  we  are  passing  the  tea 
and  coffee  bill  now  we  might  as  well  add  to  it 
the  undisputed  items  contained  in  the  free  list 
of  our  Uriff  bill. 

Mr.  HAM  I LTON,  of  Maryland.  I  desire. 
Mr.  President,  to  understand  the  condition  of 
the  question.  Do  I  understand  correctly  that 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  is  to  strikeout  all  after  the 
word  ^*that"  in  the  amendment  moved  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Indiana? 

TheVICBPRBSIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  moves  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a 
section  repealing  certain  internal  taxes.  The 
Senator  trom  Vermont  moves  as  a  substitute 
for  it  to  strike  out  all  of  the  amendment  after 
the  word  ^*  that,**  and  insert  the  free  list  re- 
ported from  tbe  Committee  on  Finance  in 
their  amendment  to  House  bill  No.  178. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  So  that 
the  adoption  of  this  amendment  would  at  onoe 
destroy  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    It  would. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  voted  for  the  exonera- 
tion of  tea  and  coffee  from  duty,  because  I 
belieTC  that  measure  to  be  right.  There  is 
no  house  in  the  whole  United  States  so  hum- 
ble that  its  inmates  do  not  use  either  tea  or 
coffee.  No  family  is  so  poor  that  it  does 
not  sometimes  use  one  or  the  other.  1  have 
always  acted  on  my  votes  on  such  questions 
upon  the  ground  that  it  was  my  duty  as  a 
representative  of  the  people,  the  lowly  as 
well  as  the  high,  to  take  care  of  the  humble 
who  cannot  take  care  of  themselves.  When 
Mr.  Folk  was  President  of  the  United  States 
he  sent  in  a  special  menage  aeking  Congress 


to  nut  a  duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  and  it  was 
made  a  party  ouestion.  I  belonged  to  his 
party  then,  but  I  refused  to  vote  for  it ;  and 
whenever  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  vote 
on  that  subject,  I  have  voted  to  mike  these 
articles  of  prime  necessity  in  the  houses  of 
the  poor  free. 

My  course  through  life  has  always  been,  if 
I  wanted  to  succeed,  to  do  one  thing  at  a 
time.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  I  believe,  that  if 
yon  do  but  one  thing  at  a  time,  yon  will  be 
likely  to  do  it  with  better  execution.  I  trust, 
therefore,  that  the  gentlemen  who  want  other 
articles  made  free  will  let  this  tea  and  coffee 
bill  be  disposed  of  by  itself. 

The  Senators  from  Maryland,  I  think,  vote 
anlinst  protection  to  everything  except  coid. 
Now,  sir,  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  need  no 
protection  to  toeir  coal.  They  have  a  special 
article  of  coal  that  no  other  part  of  the  world 
produces,  and  it  can  take  care  of  itself.*  I 
vote  for  a  doty  on  coal,  however,  because  it  is 
my  desire  to  take  care  of  West  Virginia  and 
Maryland.  They  have  coal  and  they  have  salt, 
which  are  in  great  danger  of  bein^  useless  to 
them  unless  they  have  some  protection.  Their 
representatives  know  that,  but  they  do  not 
seem  to  appreciate  that  their  States  and  other 
portions  of  this  country  have  interests  that  they 
must  help  to  protect  if  they  expect  help  from 
us.  The  people  of  Illinois  have  almost  as 
much  interest  in  ooal  as  the  people  of  West 
Virginia.  Presently,  when  coal  from  Nova 
Scotia  comes  up  the  lakes  and  around  to 
Chicago  free  Of  duty,  the  coal-owners  of  Illi- 
nois will  begin  to  complain.  They  have  more 
coal  in  Illinois  than  there  is  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world  in  the  same  extent  of  territory, 
and  so  they  have  in  Indiana — ^not  only  an  im- 
mense quantity  of  coal,  but  a  better  coal  for 
certain  specific  purposes,  except  that  coal  in 
Pennsylvania,  than  there  is  in  any  other  part 
of  the  world. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  is  nothing  about 
coal  in  this  motion. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  know  there  is  nothing 
about  coal  in  this  motion,  but  you  cannot 
expect  tbe  coal  to  be  taken  care  of  if  those 
who  are  interested  in  coal  do  not  help  others 
to  take  care  of  their  interests.  I  am  not 
speaking  of  log-rolling,  but  I  am  talking  to 
sensible  men,  as  I  believe,  in  a  sensible  way, 
and  I  tell  them  they  cannot  be  protected  unless 
they  help  other  people  to  be  taken  care  of. 

I  speak  now  in  favor  of  the  poor.  The 
poorest  woman  in  the  world  wants  her  tea  or 
ner  coffee.  In  our  poor-houses  almost  the 
only  consolation  of  the  old  women  is  their 
tea  or  coffee.  And  yet  gentlemen  here  who 
have  great  interests  at  stake  vote  against 
taking  the  duties  off  tea  and  coffee.  But,  sir, 
1  rose  only  to  say  that  I  trust  this  question 
will  be  decided  upon  its  own  merits.  I  believe 
with  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  we  can 
reduce  this  taxation  very  much. 

There  are  a  great  many  other  articles  upon 
which  we  can  tj^ke  off  the  duties  without  a  loss 
to  the  general  revenue  of  the  country.  1  be- 
lieve with  him  and  with  other  gentlemen  who 
have  expressed  the  same  sentiment,  that  the 
growth  of  our  trade,  of  our  commerce,  and  of 
our  wealth  every  year  not  only  astonishes  our- 
selves, but  astonishes  tbe  world,  and  by  its 
great  growth  we  are  constantly  able  to  pay 
more  taxation  than  anybody  believed  we  could 
have  done  the  year  before.  That  is  one  of  the 
strange  peculiarities  of  our  couirtry,  that  every 
year  as  you  try  to  press  us  down  we  rise  more 
and  more.  We  are  constantly  growing  smd 
constantly  able  to  meet  the  emergency  of  the 
occasion. 

I  trust  we  shall  settle  this  question,  and  then 
I  will  vote  with  gentlemen  to  take  off  taxes  as 
they  call  them — I  do  not  believe  they  are 
taxes — to  take  off  the  revenues  from  other 
commodities. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  the  Senate 
has  now  a  question  presented  between  two 
different  free  lists.  The  motion  of  the  Senator 


from  Indiana  practically  proposes  a  free  list 
to  a  certain  extent  in  the  internal  revenue  sys- 
tem. A  motion  is  made  to  substitute  a  free 
list  in  tbe  tariff.  Now,  sir,  I  am  for  bodi  lists, 
because  I  am  for  the  redaction  of  taxation.  I 
wish  a  free  list  in  the  tariff  as  laige  as  pos* 
sible,  and  I  wish  a  free  list  in  our  internal 
revenue  system  as  large  as  possible.  And 
now  my  criticism  of  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  is  that  he  only  goes  halfway. 
He  proposes  his  free  list,  but  he  leaves  the 
expensive  machinery  of  the  internal  revenue 
system  still  extant.  I  remember  that  he  said 
the  other  day  that  that  would  be  reduced  in 
time.  It  ought  to  be  reduced  stt  once.  It 
ought  to  be  reduced  during  the  present  sea- 
sion.  Nor  should  we  leave  to  the  discretion  of 
anybody  the  question  whether  this  large  tribe 
of  office-holders  shall  be  continued  through- 
out the  country.  They  ought  to  be  disbanded. 
The  occasion  for  them  has  ceased,  and  with 
the  cessation  of  that  occasion  the  tribe  should 
also  cease.  Therefore  the  proposition  of  my 
friend  is  incomplete.  It  ought  to  contain 
something  more.  There  should  be  a  positive 
provision  of  extermination  against  the  tribe. 
We  have  had  them  long  .enough,  and  their 
day  should  be  ended.  They  have  become  a 
burden  to  the  country,  and  yet,  sir,  the  ques- 
tion is  now  presented  between  these  two  free 
lists.  What  shall  we  do  who,  like  myself,  are 
in  favor  of  both  7  I  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the 
free  list  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana, because  that  is  the  first.  I  will  not  sub- 
stitute any  other  free  list  for  that.  I  vote  for 
that,  and  I  trust  I  shall  soon  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  voting  also  for  the  other. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury now  has  under  the  law  the  power  to  dis- 
pense with  any  number  of  revenue  officers  that 
may  not  be  necessary  to  collect  tbe  revenue. 
He  can  dismiss  one  half  the  collectors  or 
assessors,  or  he  can  dismiss  them  all  if  they 
are  not  necessary.  The  question  as  to  how 
many  should  be  dismissed,  or  how  many  can 
be  spared,  is  a  question  of  discretion,  and 
that  discretion  cannot  be  exercised  by  Con- 
gress, but  it  must  be  left  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  to  some  officer.  If  we  retain 
the  taxes  on  tobacco  and  spirits  and  fermented 
liquorsy  we  must  still  have  some  revenue  offi- 
cers to  collect  them.  How  many  will  be  re- 
quired in  any  State  is  a  question  that  can  only 
be  decided  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
or  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue.  It 
is  a  thing  we  cannot  determine.  Now,  the 
Treasury  Department  has  all  the  power  that  is 
necessary  to  enable  it  to  diminish  the  number 
of  officers  employed  in  collecting  the  revenue. 
I  think  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  has 
full  confidence,  as  I  have,  in  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  believe  that  he  will  reduce  the 
force  of  officers  just  as  fast  as  he  can  do  so 
without  endangering  the  public  iuteresta.  If 
we  repeal  these  taxes,  it  will  then  be  for  him 
to  determine  (a  thing  that  we  cannot  determ- 
ine) how  many  officers  can  be  dispensed  with 
and  how  many  must  still  be  retained  to  collect 
the  taxes  still  remaining  qn  the  statute-book. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  question  is 
on  the  substitute  offered  by  the  Seoatbr  from 
Vermont  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  ask  the  Chair  whether,  if 
we  adopt  this  substitute  for  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  can  then 
be  offered  again? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  could  be  of- 
fered when  the  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate 
by  moving  to  add  to  this  substitute,  if  it  should 
be  agreed  to,  thevarious  propositions  embraced 
in  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     Not  as  a  whole  7 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  could  be 
offered  as  an  independent  proposition  also  in 
the  Senate  after  the  bill  shoula  be  reported  to 
the  Senate,  or  as  an  amendment  to  the  prop- 
osition of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  it  that 
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flhonid  be  4igreed  to.  There  will  be  two  op- 
{»ortiniitiee  of  offering  it,  if  the  eubBtitate  of 
vie  fieoAtor  from  Vermont  shoald  be  agreed 
iofirflt. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  am  in  favor  of  both  prop- 
OBitionSy  ttud  will  vote  for  either  one  as  it  pre- 
sents iteelf.    I  do  not  like  the  antagonism. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  As  offend,  the 
Senator  eaamot  now  vote  for  both,  because 
they  are  oflered  in  Antagonism  to  each  other. 
That  would  not  .debar  him,  however,  from  the 
light  of  moving  tlie  original  proposition  after 
the  bill  shall  have  been  reported  to  the  Senate, 
or  as  an  amendment  to  the  propomtion  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  it  that  should  be 
ttffTCfid  to 

Mr.  MOBRILL,  of  Vermont  There  can- 
not be  half  a  doaen  Senators  here  who  do  not 
know  that  if'  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
.from  Indiana  carries,  whatever  may  be  our 
constitutional  rights  as  to  making  amend- 
ments to  revenue  bills,  it  is  fatal  to  the  whole 
bill.  I  do  not  think  there  is  one,  certainly 
there  are  not  half  a  dozen  Senators  here  who 
do  not  know  that  the  only  effect  of  it  will  be 
to  be  laid  on  the  table  at  the  very  first  vote 
that  the  House  can  reach  it. 

Under  these  circumstances,  as  practical 
men,  whatever  we  may  thiuk  of  the  position 
taken  by  the  House,  it  is  right  and  proper  for 
us  here  to  act  upon  this  bill  with  a  view  to 
reach  some  practical  result,  and  I,  therefore, 
'Without  reference  to  whether  I  was  for  or 
against  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  (as  I  shall  be  for  it  whenever  I  can 
-get  a  legitimate  opportunity  to  vote  for  it  so 
as  to  effect  the  purpose,)  have  proposed  the 
amendment  that  I  have  already  offered. 

Mr.  GORBETT.  There  are  some  articles 
on  this  list  that  I  do  not  think  ought  to  be 
admitted  duty  free.  There  is  the  article  of 
''oil  cake,"  which  is  linseed-oii  cake.  Lin- 
seed is  protected,  and  I  jdo  not  see  why  lin- 
seed-oil cake  should  be  admitted  duty  free. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  None  is  brought  in  in 
that  way. 

Mr.  GORBETT.  There  probably  will  be 
some  if  it  is  admitted  duty  free.  I  do  not  see 
the  object  of  putting  it  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  will  say  to 
the  Senator  from  Oregon  that  our  people  are 
averse  to  using*  it.  It  is  hardly  used  except 
in  England  in  a  very  moist  climate.  Onr  own 
people  can  find  grass  and  hay  and  grain  at  a 
much  cheaper  rate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  export  every  ^ear 
the  linseed  expressed  from  our  own  oil  to 
England.  Indeed,  we  export  the  linseed  cake 
and  bring  back  the  linseed. 

Mr.  MORTON.  We  put  a  duty  on  linseed 
in  1870  for  that  very  reason. 

Mr.  GORBETT.    I  presume  the  gentlemen 

of  the  committee  hove  examined  that  question. 

I  simply  brought  it  up  to  learn  their  reasons. 

Now,  on  page  8,  lines  forty  and  forty-one,  I 

move  to  strike  oat  two  articles : 

Antimony  emde,  rscnlns  of;  antimony  ore,  and 
orudo  8alE»haret  of. 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  is 
not  now  in  order.  The  Senator  can  move 
-that  adieodment  in  the  Senate  if  the  amend- 
ment now  pending  shall  be  agreed  to ;  but  a 
motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  is  not  divisible. 

Mr.  GORBETT.  I  understand  we.  are  on 
the  free  list,  and  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
proposes  to  attach  this  as  an  ameodment.  I 
do  not  wish  these  articles  to  be  on  the  free  list. 
If  it  is  attached,  of  course  they  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted doty  free.  I  have  a  letter  in  my  hand 
from  a  gentleman  who  has  just  commenced 
this  business.  The  manufacture  is  now  almost 
principally  conducted-  in  England  by  two  or 
three  establishments.  There  is  a  large  mioe 
of  antimony  in  Nevada.  The  Senator  from 
Nevada  who  is  absent,  [Mr.  Nye,]  designed  to 
preeent  the  question  to  the  Senate.  As  he  is 
now  absent,  I  feel  it  incumbent  on  me  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  subject,  and 
for  that  reason  I  send  to  the  Ghair  a  lotter 


which  I  ask  to  have  read  for  the  information 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  would  come 
to  me,  I  would  show  him  that  this  does  not 
change  the  existing  law.  Regulos  of  antimony 
is  the  subject-matter  we  are  spea&iog  of.  That 
is  stricken  out. 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  Theamendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Oregon  is  not  in  order  at 
this  stage.  The  pending  question  now  is  a 
motion  to  strike  out  and  insert  an  amendment. 
If  it  shall  be  agreed  to,  when  the  bill  shall 
have  been  reported  to  the  Senate  the  Senator 
can  move  to  amend  that  amendment  before  it 
is  concurred  in  by  the  Senate.  An  amendment 
to  it  is  not  now  in  order. 

Mr.  GORBETT.  I  think  this  amendment 
contains  a  number  of  articles  that  ought  to  be 
considered  by  the  Senate  before  they  attach 
them  to  the  free  list.  Therefore  I  shall  vote 
a^inst  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont. 

Mr.  SGOTT.  I  shall  be  for  this  free  list  at 
the  proper  time,  as  I  shall  be  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Indiana ;  but  after 
the  statement  made  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont with  reference  to  the  difficulty  that  will 
be  encountertsd  in  the  other  House,  lam  satis- 
fied that  even  with,  reference  to  his  amend- 
ment the  safe  course  for  the  friends  of  this  bill 
is  to  vote  down  all  amendments  and  pass  it, 
and  keep  the  bill  as  it  came  from  the  House. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  objec- 
tion does  not  lie  to  my  amendment,  because  it 
is  an  extension  of  the  same  thing  as  the  ori- 
ginal bill,  an  extension  of  the  free  list;  whereas 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is 
introducing  an  entirely  new  subject  not  before 
us  by  any  bill  brought  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives— a  very  important  distinction. 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana.  It  is  to  strike  out  the  proposition  of 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  in  regard  to  the  free 
list  in  the  internal  revenue  department,  and  to 
insert  the  free  list  reported  by  the  Finance 
Gommittee  on  the  tariff. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  The  substitute 
proposed  by  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  for  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Indiana  is  agreed  to,  and  the  ques- 
tion now  recurs  on  theamendment  to  the  oill ; 
that  is,  to  add  the  free  list  reported  by  the 
Finance  Gommittee  to  the  tea  and  coffee  bill. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  suppose  other  Senators 
mav  be  situated  as  I  find  myself  by  these  de- 
tached motions,  compelled  to  vote  against 
their  own  judgment  when  that  judgment  is 
applied  to  the  general  scope  of  a  tariff  law.  I 
cannot  vote  for  the  amendment  now  pending, 
because  there  are  some  articles  in  it  which  I 
thiuk  ouffht  not  to  be  there ;  or  at  least  we 
ought  to  nave  them  in  connection  with  a  gen- 
eral bill  that  shall  embrace  other  articles,  so 
that  we  may  know  bow  and  in  what  way  we 
are  reducing  the  revenue.  Most  of  these  arti- 
cles I  Would  cheerfuly  vote  for  putting  on  the 
free  list ;  but  there  are  some  I  am  not  willing 
to  vote  for  isolated  and  alone.  I  do  not  say  I 
would  not  vote  for  every  one  of  them  if  they 
were  connected  with,  a  general  system,  and 
these  were  found  the  most  desirable  articles 
to  place  on  the  free  list  Disconnect  them 
from  the  general  system,  and  you  force  upon 
us  the  argument  hereafter  that  we  must  take 
that  bill  precisely  in  that  form,  because  we 
have  agreed  upon  a  free  list  that  will  not  allow 
us  any  latitude  to  take  duties  from  other 
articles. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Will  my  friend  allow  mo 
to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     Gerteinly. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  him  if  putting  tea 
and  coffee  into  a  certain  bill  and  taking  it  by 
itself  independent  of  all  otber  questions  of  the 
tariff  is  not  obnoxious  to  the  same  objection  ? 


Mr.  HAMLIN.  Precisely,  and  for  that 
very  reason  I  voted  to  nunke  coal  and  beU  free^ 
while  I  am  willing  they  shall  pay  aresBooable 
duty  and  satisfied  that  they  ought  to  paj  it^ 
but  I  am  not  willing .  that  geutlemeo  shall 
wrest  certain  articles  from  the  general  ached* 
nle,  and  then  compel  me  to  vote  iDcreased 
rates  upon  the  articles  that  remain.  These 
were  ray  reasons  for  voting  as  I  did  vote.  1 
think  gentlemen  who  have  this  geueral  sjatem 
at  heart,  perhaps  more  than  myself,  may  well 
review  the  ground  npon  which  they  itaad.  I 
think  they  had  better  come  baek  to  that  wis- 
dom which  our  committee  manifested  iu  the 
bill  they  presented.  I  am  no  alarmistf  hot  I 
can  see  a  flood  that  will  sweep  away  yoar  pro- 
tective tariff  and  give  you  a  horizontal  acale 
if  you  seek  to  impose  high  rates  of  doty  in  ihia 
indirect  way.  Sir,  it  was  for  that  reason,  not 
because  I  wi^ed  to  vote  upon  specific  ariiclei 
and  make  them  free,  that  I  haye  TOted  as  I 
have  done. 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  The  qoaUon  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vt$^ 
mont  to  the  bill,  it  having  been  already  agre^l 
to  as  an  amendment  to  the  amendmest  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  inquire  whether  it  isia 
order  to  move  an  amendment  now  ? 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  By  addition; 
but  these  words  having  been  agreed  to  as  ao 
amendment  to  an  ameudment,  they  cannot 
now  be  changed  until  the  bill  comes  into  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  1  move  then  to  add  the 
second  section  of  the  bill  as  reported  by  the 
committee  to  this  free  list. 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Iowa  moves  to  amend  the  pending  amend- 
ment by  adding  to  it  the  second  section  of  the 
bill  reported  by  the  Gommittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  It  is  known  thatlTOled 
against  the  proposition  on  Friday  to  pat  tea 
and  coffee  on  the  free  list.  I  so  voted  not 
because  I  was  not  willing  to  put  those  articles 
upon  the  free  list,  but  because  I  regard  it  as 
an  infringement  upon  the  bill  as  reported  bj 
the  Gommittee  on  Finance,  which  had  been 
folly  and  thoroughly  considered.  It  is  an  ex- 
ceedingly easy  matter  to  abolish  taxes ;  it  is 
a  very  easy  thing  to  reduce  your  existing  rev- 
enue by  legislation ;  but  we  muet  never  lose 
sight  of  the  fact  that  the  OovernmeDt  most 
be  supported  and  the  debt  be  paid. 

My  theory  was  that  in  the  arrangement  of 
these  revennes  it  was  due  that  we  sbonld  have 
reference  to  the  interests  of  all  portions  of  the 
country,  and  that  it  was  not  our  policy  to 
abolish  entirely  the  revenue  derivable  from 
tea  and  coffee,  the  ineviraole  effect  of  which 
was,  in  my  judgment,  and  the  aim  of  those  in 
favor  of  it  was  to  keep  up  the  war  duties  upon 
other  articles.  I  was  therefore  exceedingly 
desirous  that  the  bill  should  pass  as  it  caue 
in  substance  from  the  Gommittee  on  Finance, 
which  had  been  fully  considered. 

It  seems  now  to  be  the  temper  of  the  Senate 
and  the  determination  of  the  Senate  to  abolish 
the  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee.  If  that  be  so, 
then  i  think  they  ought  to  go  one  step  further 
in  view  of  the  interests  of  th^people  thecouo- 
try  over,  and  in  view  of  the  airersified  inter 
ests  of  the  country,  and  also  reduce  upon  these 
other  articles; 

In  piy  judgment  those  who  insiet  upon  put- 
ting tea  and  coffee  on  the  free  list  make  a 
grave  mistake.  I  am  in  favor,  and  have  alvsy^ 
been,  of  protection  to  the  industries  of  the 
land ;  but  I  tell  gentlemen,  as  was  suggested 
by  the  Senator  from  Maine*  that  if  they  insist 
upon  this  policy,  there  will  come  a  tide  iQ 
public  sentiment  and  judgment  that  will  as 
inevitebly  sweep  away  the  policy  they  propose 
as  that  we  are  here  to-day.  I  want  to  protect 
these  interests  ;  I  want  to  protect  them  as  »r 
as  is  just  and  right;  I  shall  be  found  at  alt 
times  standing  for  such  a  purpose;  but  I  s^ 
as  a  matter  of  poligr,  as  a  matter  of  justice, 
and  if  allowed  to  ^efer  to  it  as  a  political  qu«^ 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBBf. 


1979 


tion,  I  say  as  a  matter  of  party  policy  we  ean 
do  no  better  thing  here  to  day,  after  we  have 
declared  in  favor  of  free  tea  and  coffee,  than 
to  annex  to  it  also,  in  addition  to  the  free  list, 
the  second  section  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Finance  in  their  bill. 

As  an  individaal  proposition,  I  would  vote 
for  patting  tea  and  cotKse  on  the  free  list ;  but 
I  voted  against  it  for  the  reason  I  have  stated, 
because  1  wished  to  take  the  bill  as  a  whole 
and  consider  all  its  parts  and  vote  for  it  as  a 
whole;  bat  now,  it  having  been  determined 
to  pat  tea  and  coffee  npon  the  free  list,  I 
insist  that  the  second  section  shall  be  added 
to  the  free  list  that  has  been  passed  by  the 
Senate.  This,  1  believe,  is  the  shortest 
method  of  settling  this  question  upon  the  bill 
that  is  now  before  us ;  and  insteaa  of  insist- 
ing upon  the  bill  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  this  morning,  voting  upon 
that  alone,  and  then  having  our  whole  time 
and  our  entire  trouble  again  upon  the  tariff 
bill,  I  believe  the  shortest  way  to  dispose  of 
this  question  is  to  now  add  the  second  section 
to  the  proposed  amendment  before  the  Senate, 
and  then  we  shall  substantially  have  the  whole 
subject  of  the  tariff  out  of  the  way. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator prefer  to  move  this  as  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  or  to  reserve  it  to  stand  upon 
its  own  merits  as  an  amendment  until  the 
pending  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont shall  have  been  disposed  of?  It  can  be 
moved  either  way. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Let  us  vote  on  the  free 
list  and  then  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  would  prefer  to  add  it  to 
the  free  list  as  it  is  now. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  Do  I  understand 
that  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
is  to  add  to  the  free  list  the  articles  enumer- 
ated in  section  two  7 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  to  add  the 
Articles,  but  to  add  section  two  reducing  the 
duties  on  those  articles  ten  per  cent. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  As  an  amend- 
ment to  the  pending  proposition? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  As  an  amend- 
ment to  the  pending  proposition.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
npon  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  will  allow  two  votes  to  be  taken,  one  upon 
the  free  list,  and  one  upon  the  second  section ; 
otherwise  we  shall  be  embarrassed  veiy  much. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Iowa  that  if  his 
amendment  should  be  i^eed  to  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  and  then  that  should  be  rejected, 
the  seccnd  section  would  fall  with  the  free  list. 
That  may  be  his  desire,  and  it  is  for  him  to 
decide. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  desire 
that  the  free  list  shall  fall.  I  want  to  have  a 
fair  vote  npon  my  proposition  on  its  merits. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  can  have  a 
vote.  I  should  like  to  have  a  vote  upon  it 
myself.  I  do  not  want  to  embarrass  one  or  the 
other.  I  trust  the  Senator  will  let  us  have  a 
separate  vote. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Then  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  will  reconsider  that  opinion  and  not 
withdraw  his  amendment  for  this  very  reason. 
Suppose  the  free  list  is  suspended,  what  then  ? 
We  are  told  by  this  committee,  '*  Having  taken 
the  dnty  off  tea  and  coffee,  and  having  adopted 
this  free  list,  we  cannot  vote  for  the  Senator's 
amendment.''  I  think  we  ought  to  incorpor- 
ate it  and  let  it  go  along  with  the  free  list  and 
let  it  be  a  part  of  the  proposition ;  that  is  my 
idea* 

Mr.  CONKUNG.    Let  mo  ask  the  Senator 


from  Maine,  is  not  his afgoment  just  as  strong 
the  other  way  7  He  says  no ;  I  say  yes.  The 
Senate  has  just  voted  to  put  the  free  list  in 
place  of  another  amendment,  that,  is  prefer- 
ring it  to  that,  and  by«  vote  which  indicates 
that  it  is  to  carry.  Now  the  Senator  says  that 
if  the  free  list  prevails  it  is  going  to  embar- 
rass the  vote  upon  the  other  question,  and  he 
has  explained  how.  Just  as  much  in  the  one 
case  as  in  the  other;  I  submit  to  him  precisely 
as  mnoh.  Snrppose  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  prevails  and  is  added 
to  the  free  list ;  then  everybody  is  to  vote  for 
both.  That  is  true,  bat  the  Senate  has  just 
expressed  its  determination  in  favor  of  the 
free  list  just  as  it  has  expressed  its  determina- 
tion in  favor  of  free  tea  and  free  oofiee ;  but 
these  two  Seaators  here  seem  to  think  that 
whether  the  bills  are  together  or  whether  they 
be  separate,  the  effect  being  the  same,  some 
distinction  is  to  arise.     I  submit  not. 

I  hope  the  Senator  from  Iowa  will  withdraw 
his  amendment  for  the  present,  and  for  this 
reason :  suppose  his  amendment  prevails  now, 
then  he  deprives  Senators  who  wish  to  vote 
for  his  amendment,  and  who  do  not  wish  to 
vote  for  the  free  list,  of  that  opportunity.  On 
the  other  hand  he  deprives  those  who  wish  to 
vote  for  the  free  list,  and  not  for  the  amend- 
ment, of  that  opportunity.  In  other  words, 
he  couples  together  things  which  have  nothing 
necessarily  to  do  with  each  other,  whereas 
leaving  each  to  stand  by  itself  the  vote  is  per- 
fectly fair  upon  each,  I  submit,  in  spite  or  the 
suggestion  of  niy  honorable  friend  from  Maine. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Upon  this  question  as  upon 
all  others  my  preference  always  is  to  have  a 
vote  upon  the  precise  question  that  is  present- 
ed, in  no  manner  connected  with  or  depend- 
ent on  anything  else.  Now,  it  is  possible 
that  some  persons  may  vote  for  my  amend- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  strengthening  their 
approval  of  the  tree  list.  There  might  be 
others  who  would  vote  against  it  for  the  reason 
that  they  did  not  want  it  to  incumber  the 
free  list.  Now,  I  propose,  in  view  of  that  to 
withdraw  the  amendment  tor  the  present,  with 
the  understanding  that  if  the  free  list  is  adopt- 
ed or  whether  adopted  or  not,  I  shall  move  it 
as  an  amendment  to  the  free  list  if  adopted, 
or  if  not,  as  an  amendment  to  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  will  be  in 
order.  The  Senator  can  do  it  in  committee 
or  afterward  in  the  Senate.  The  question 
now  recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  adding  the  free  list  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  CHANDLEEL  On  that  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered,  and  the 
Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  am  paired  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi,  Mr.  Amis,  on  all  ques- 
tions where  I  difier  with  the  committee,  and 
this  being  a  proposition  that  the  committee 
votes  for,  I  suppose  he  would  vote  if  here  the 
same  way,  and  therefore  I  shall  take  the  lib- 
erty to  vote  **yea." 

The  result  was  announced — yeas  84,  nays 
13  ;  as  follows : 

TEAS  —  Merars.  Aloom,  Anthony.  Blair,  Cole, 
OonkliDff.  Cooper.  Oracin,  Davis  of  West  Viririnia, 
FentoD,  Terry  of  Micbican.  Hamilton  of  Maryland, 
Harlan,  Hill,  Kelly,  liOgaD,  Morrill  of  Vermoot, 
Morton,  Norwood,  Osbom,  Patterson,  Pomeroy, 
Pratt,  RobertMn,  Sawyer,  Soharx,  Sherman,  Speaoer, 
Stevenson.  Stewart,  TrmahoU.  West,  Wilson.  Win- 
dom,  and  Wright— lU. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Boreman.  Caldwell,  Camvron, 
Chandler,  Clayton,  Corbett,  Frelingfaaysen,  Oilbert, 
Hamilton  of  Tejus,  Hamlin,  Hitohoook,  Ramsey, 
and  Soott— 13. 

ABSENT  —  Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard,  Brownlow, 
Backinffham,  Carpenter,  Casserly,  Davis  of  Ken- 
tucky. EdmundB,  ferry  of  Connecticut.  Flanairan, 
Goldtowaite,Howe,  Johnston,  Kellogg,  Lewis,  Hor- 
rill  of  Maine,  Nye,  Pool,  Rioe,  Saulsfoury,  Spragae, 
Stockton,  Sumner,  Tburman,  Tipton,  and  Viok- 
ers— 26. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIQHT.  I  now  move  the  amendment 
I  suggested  before,  adding  the  second  sec- 
tion of  the  tariff  bill  as  reported  by  the  Com- 


mittee OB  Finance,  reducing ihedtttyMn  per 
cent,  on  the  articles  specified  in  that  section. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  No ;  I  hope  we  tfaaM  finish 
this  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  to 
.adjourn  is  not  debatable. 

The  question  being  put,  %  divimoti'  wm  Mlled 
for,  and  the  ayes  were  25,  noes  22. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  ask  for  tb^  yeas  and 
navs. 

The  yeas  itnd  nays  were  ordered ;  Mid  being 
taken  resulted — ^yeas'19,  nays  27 ;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Blair  ^ameron,  Cflayton, 
Cooper.  Davis  of  West  Virginia.  Hamiltonof  Mary- 
land, Hill,  Hitchcock,  Kelly,  Norwood,  Pomeroy, 
Ramsey,  Robertson.  Schurs,  Bpeneer,  Stevenson, 
Trumbull,  and  Wilson— 19. 

NATS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Boreman»  Chandler,  Cole, 
Conkling,  Corbett,  Cnufin,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Mioh- 
ifran,  Frelinsbuysen,  uilbert.  Hamilton  of  Texas, 
Hamlin,  Harlan,  Logan,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton, 
Odborn,  Patterson,  Pratt,  Sawyer.  Soott,  Sherman, 
Stewart,  West,  Windom,  and  Wright— 27. 

ABSENT  —  Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard,  Brownlow, 
Backingbam.  Caldwell,  Carpenter,  Ctisseriy,  Davis 
of  Kentuoky,  Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Conneetient.  Flan- 
Sffan.  QoIdthwaite,Howe.  Johnston. Kellogg,Xe wis, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Nye,  Pool,  Rioe.  -Itoulsbvry, 
Sprague,  Stockton,  Somner,  Tharman,  Tipton,  and 
Vickers— 27. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  acyoum. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  On  that  I  aak  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  Is  it  not  in 
order  to  add  to  this  amendment? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is,  as  this  is 
an  amendment  in  the  first  decree ;  or  if  this 
amendment  shall  be  agreed  to,  it  can  be  added 
to  after  the  bill  shall  have  been  reported  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  will  not 
move  any  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  S^oatpr  from 
Iowa,  upon  which  the  yeas  and  uftys  have  been 
ordered. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  have  not  voted  because  I 
am  paired  with  the  Senator  from  Mississippi 
[Mr.  Ames]  on  all  questions  where  I  disagree 
with  the  Committee.  I  see  that  a  majority  of 
the  committee  have  voted  in  favor  of  this 
amendment,  and  I  presume  he  Would  do  so.  I 
shall  therefore  vote  *'yea.'' 

The  result  was  announced— yeas  82,  nays 
17 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aloom,  Blair,  OoBklittg.  Cooper, 
Cnurin,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Fenton,  Hamiltoa 
of  Maryland.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Harlan. 
Hill,  Hitchcock,  Kellogg,  Kelly,  Logan,  Morton, 
Norwood,  Pomeroy,  Fran,  Ramsey,  Rioe,  Robert- 
son. Sawyer.  Bohurt.  Sherman,  Spencer,  Steveasoa, 
TrumbuU,  West,  Windom,.and  ^Vright— 32. 

KAT&— Messra.  Anthony.  Boreman,  Buckingham, 
Caldwell,  Cameron,  Chandler.  Clayton,  Cole^  Cor- 
bett. Ferry  of  Michigan,  Frelinghaysen.  Gilbert. 
Morrill  of  Vermont.  Osborn,  Scott.  Stewart,  and 
Wil8on-17. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard.  Brownlow. 
Carpenter,  Casserly*  Davis  of  KeotncKy,  Edmunds, 
Ferry  of  Conuectiout,  Flanagan,  Goldthwaite, 
Howe,  Johnston,  Lewis,  Momll  of  Maine,  Nye, 
Patterson, '  Pool,  Saulsbary,  Sprague,  Stockton, 
Sumner.  Xhurmaa,  Tipton,  and  Viokere— 24. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  move  that  the 
Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SHE  RMAN.  I  appeal  to  the  Stnator 
to  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.FRBLlNQHUY.SEN.  I  wiH  not  with- 
draw it  except  for  some  tempovatypurpost. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey  withdraw  the  motion  to 
adjourn  ? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.    Temporarily. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  simply  wish  to  give 
notice  that  to-morrow  morning  I  will  offer  the 
bill  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 
as  a  substitute  for  the  proposition  as  it  now 
stands. 

Mr.  MORTON.     And  I  give  notke  that  I 
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shall  renew  the  amendment  in  regard  to  inter- 
nal taxes. 

Mr.  HILL.  And  I  shall  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  redace  the  taxes  on  stills  and  licenses. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  suppose  it  will  be  in 
order  to  make  salt  free  wlthoot  notice ;  if  not, 
I  giye  the  notice. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Itrcertainly  will 
be  after  the  bill  shall  have  been  reported  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr..  COLE.  I  give  notice  that  in  case  the 
original  bill  is  proposed  again ,  I  will  move  to 
pnt  tea  at  five  cents  and  coffee  at  one  cent. 

Mr.  FRELINOHUYSEN.  I  renew  the 
motion  to  adjoom. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  (at  four 
o^ clock  and  fifty-eight  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
TuBSDAT,  March  26,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  oVlock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Jonmal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

HARBOR  OF  NKW  YORK. 

Mr.  cox,  by  unanimous  consent,  submitted 
the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read,  con- 
sidered, anaadopted : 

Remilned^  That  the  Superintendent  of  the  United 
States  Coast  Survey  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
House  of  Representatives  with  a  copy  of  the  chart 
and  report  of  the  damage  done  to  the  harbor  of  New 
York,  made  for  the  use  of  the  New  York  harbor 
commissioners. 

HARBOR  OF  00DBN8BUR0. 

Mr.  SHELLABA.RGER  moved  that  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  papers  in  relation 
to  dredginx  the  harbor  of  Ogdensburg,  and 
that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ACTUAL  BBTTLBR8. 

Mr.  HAWLEY,  by  unanimous  consent, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2117)  to  secure  the 
public  lands  to  actual  settlers ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  recommitted. 

BALTIMORB  AND  POTOMAC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  call  for  the 
regular  order  of  basiness. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  House  will  now  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  of  the  House  No. 
2057,  coming  over  from  Friday  last  as  unfin- 
ished basiness,  being  a  bill  to  confirm  the 
action  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common 
council  of  the  city  of  Washington  designating 
a  depot  site  for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac 
Railroad  Company,  and  for  other  purposes. 
The  pending  (question  is  upon  seconding  the 
previous  question  upon  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Pending  the  vote  on  that 
question,  £  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman  who 
has  charge  of  this  bill  [Mr.  Stakkwbather] 
if  he  intends  to  allow  amendments  to  be 
offered  and  discussed  and  voted  upon  ? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  As  the  bill  and 
the  proposed  amendments  are  printed 

MTr.  POTTER.  But  the  amendmenUare 
not  pendiog. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  As  the  amend- 
ments have  been  printed,  a  vote  upon  second- 
ing the  previous  question  will  substantially 
be  a  vote  on  the  merits  of  the  bill  and  pro- 
posed amendments.  Many  of  the  proposed 
amendments  are  of  such  a  character  as  to  be 
in  direct  antagonism  with  the  bill,  and  if  they 
are  received  and  adopted,  of  course  it  will  be 
equivalent  to  authorizing  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company  to  control  not  only 
their  present  depot  accommodations,  but  the 
depot  accommodations  of  this  road,  which  has 
now  made  this  outlay  of  $5,000,000,  and  is 


ready  and  anxious  to  construct  this  depot  at 
once. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  ask  htm  a  question? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Has  the  gen- 
tleman any  objection  to  allowing  an  amendment 
to  be  voted  on  that  will  provide  for  some  place 
in  this  city  for  a  Union  aepot  building,  which 
will  accommodate  all  railroads,  and  to  which 
all  railroads  shall  come,  those  now  here  and 
those  hereafter  to  come  here,  instead  of  taking 
tip  one  road  and  giving  it  a  place,  and  then 
taking  each  other  road  when  it  comes  and 
giving  it  another  place  ?    That  is  what  I  want. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  will  reply  to 
the  gentleman.  Here  is  a  road  already  built 
which  wants  a  depot.  There  is  no  other  road 
built  and  ready  but  what  has  a  depot.  The 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  came  before  us 
with  no  plans,  but  within  a  day  or  two  I  have 
seen  a  map  for  tunneling  directly  in  front  of 
the  Capitol  and  coming  out  somewhere  on  the 
flat  below.  But  when  that  company  was  before 
us  the  evidence  showed  that  there  was  no  room 
for  accommodating  two  railroads  there.  There 
is  the  Point  Lookout  road,  and  some  other 
road  I  they  have  not  asked  for  any  arrangment 
of  this  kind  for  themselves,  but  they  are  ask- 
ing for  depot  accommodations  in  another  part 
of  the  citv.  Now,  what  I  say  is  this :  this  Balti- 
more and  Potomac  railroad  having  come  here 
by  invitation,  the  city  having  voted  them  this 
right,  the  Commissioner  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds  having  come  before  the  commit- 
tee and  said  that  this  connection  can  be  made 
without  damage  to  any  party,  no  other  com- 
pany having  perfected  any  other  plan,  no  other 
company  having  asked  for  this  but  the  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  railroad,  which  is  already  ac- 
commodated, we  ought  not  to  postpone  this 
road  which  needs  this  accommodation  now, 
until  .the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  can 
make  the  tannel  they  now  propose,  which  will 
take  one  or  two  years. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  for  a  question  7 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  question  I  want  to  ask 
is  this:  when  this  road  was  authorized  by 
Congress  to  be  built;  when  it  expended  its 
$5,(K)0,000,  did  it  not  have  an  authorized 
place  for  a  depot  upon  the  present  locality, 
where  it  is  now  authorized  to  build  a  depot? 
Did  it  not  ^et  its  act  of  incorporation  with 
that  stipulation  in  it  ?  Did  it  not  expend  its 
money  upon  that  stipulation,  and  has  it  not 
the  right  to-day  to  build  a  depot  at  a  point 
upon  the  Seventh  street  railroad  as  near  to 
Pennsylvania  avenue  as  any  other  railroad 
ever  had  the  right  to  come? 

Mr.  STARK  W  E ATHER.  I  will  answer  the 
gentleman.  When  this  railroad  company  was 
chartered  it  was  authorized  to  come  through 
by  a  tunnel  in  the  direction  in  which  it  is  com* 
ins.  The  company  then  contemplated  having 
a  depot  on  the  island  at  some  considerable  dis- 
tance from  the  central  part  of  the  city.  In 
the  immediate  neighborhood,  however,  of  the 
locadon  then  contemplated  a  large  public 
school  building  has  been  erected,  and  the  trus- 
tees of  that  school,  as  well  as  the  public,  ask 
for  this  change  of  location.  The  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  city  of  Washington  made 
this  grant,  so  far  as  it  had  the  right  to  make  it, 
unanimously.  This  matter  has  been  examined 
by  the  committee  with  reference  to  the  accom- 
modation of  the  public  and  the  interference 
with  the  school  building  which  has  been  erect- 
ed, and  all  the  evidence  shows  that  a  change 
from  the  location  formerly  authorized  will  not 
only  better  accommodate  the  public,  but  will 
prevent  interferences  which  would  be  prejudi- 
cial to  the  school  interests  and  the  public  gen- 
erally. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  want  to  know  why  the  gen- 
tleman speaks  of  a  public  school- house  there, 
when  it  has  been  started  since  we  authorized 
this  road  to  put  up  its  depot  there. 


Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  It  is  sufficient 
for  me  to  say  that  the  city  government  author- 
ized the  change.  The  officers  having  charge 
of  the  public  grounds  have  come  before  as 
and  testified  that  the  change  is  desirable;  the 
trustees  of  the  public  schools  have  given  the 
same  testimony.  Leading  business  men  have 
sent  their  petitions  to  us  asking  this  change. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Who  is  opposing  it? 
That  is  what  I  want  to  know. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Except  a  few 
gentlemen,  who  state  that  perhi^  some  inter- 
est connected  with  the  public  grounds  will  be 
interfered  with,  the  opposition  comes  mainly 
from  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  have  never  seen  any  agent 
or  official  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad. 
Two  years  ago  I  stood  here  tiying  to  preserve 
the  public  park  for  future  use ;  and  in  the  midst 
of  that  struggle  there  comes  in  this  proposi- 
tion from  the  people  of  the  District.  In  one 
breath  they  ask  tor  great  appropriations  to 
beautiQr  the  District,  and  in  another  xkfy 
undertake  to  give  away  the  lands  of  the  Dis- 
trict for  railroad  purposes. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Why  did  the  gentlemao 
oppose  the  appropriation  for  a  park  two  yean 


Mr.  DAWES.  Why  did  I  oppose  it  7  Be- 
cause the  time  bad  not  come  for  it. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  It  never  will  come  if  the 
gentleman  can  have  his  way. 

Mr.  DAWES.  It  never  will  come  if  snch 
measures  as  this  are  to  be  sanctioned. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Imake.ofconrse, 
no  complaint  in  regard  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts.  I  do  not  believe  that  he  is 
influenced  by  any  rulroad  company.  I  make 
no  such  intimation.  But  I  do  saj  that  nine 
tenths  of  the  entire  opposition  to  giving  the  pub- 
lic the  accommodations  which  thej  seek  aad 
which  they  have  asked  through  their  officials, 
through  their  Legislative  Assembly,  through  the 
officer  having  charge  of  the  public  buildings  and 
grounds,  through  the  school  trustees,  and 
through  their  leading  citizens,  comes  from  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  which 
now  has  ample  depot  accommodsoions,  and 
onlv  wishes  to  block  this  other  company,  which 
to-day  is  ready  to  go  forward  and  accommo- 
date the  public.  Nine  tenths  of  all  the  opposi- 
tion developed  here  to-day  is  from  that  rival 
company,  which  is  attempting  to  control  this 
whole  basiness. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Why  does  not  the 
gentleman  call  the  previous  question  7 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  So  far  as  r^ards 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  and  other 
gentlemen  who  may  wish  to  beautify  the  pab- 
lic  grounds,  there  is  ample  opportunity  for 
them  to  do  so.  Let  them  do  away  with  these 
corner  grog-shops  which,  almost  at  the  very 
doors  of  (£e  Capitol,  have  stared  us  in  the 
face  for  the  last  thirty  years,  before  they  go  a 
mile  away  to  reclaim  a  bog.  Let  them  do 
that  before  they  undertake  to  declare  that  ail 
those  using  this  road  shall  be  sent  away  over 
on  the  ^Island,  where  there  can  be  no  proper 
accommodations.  VVhy,  does  not  the  gentle- 
man know  that  members  could  not  wadeiherCf 
but  would  have  to  use  a  scow- boat  in  order  to 
get  across?  Talk  about  beautifying  those 
grounds  1  Why,  sir,  we  have  a  mile  beyond 
running  down  to  the  President's  House,  and 
no  one  now  makes  complaint. 

Mr.  QARFI£iLD,  of  Ohio.  And  therefore 
we  are  to  give  them  away  to  these  railroad 
corporations. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  The  public  are 
getting  ten  times  as  much  as  this  railroad 
company  is  gettins. 

iir.  RANDALL.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  will  allow  me  to  make  a 
suggestion  which  I  think  will  obviate  any  far- 
ther dispute  in  the  House  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  hope  the  gentle- 
man will  call  the  iwevious  question. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  think  the  pre- 
vious question  ought  to  be  called. 
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Hr.  POTTER.  I  wish  to  aik  the  senile- 
nail  from  Con necticQt  whether  he  will  allow 
ft  vote  to  be  taken  on  mj  amendmeDt  to  pre- 
Mrre  thii  public  park,  or  whether  he  means  to 
wll  the  preriout  queaiion  to  shot  out  all 
amend  menta  1 

Mr.  STARKWEATHEB.  1  cannot  admit 
the  amendaiaut  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  when  I  exclude  all  othen. 

Mr.  ELDRUDQE.  Wiih  the  permiuioD 
of  the  gantleman  from  Connecticat,  1  will  take 
□  replj  to  the  gentletnan  from  Nei 
"  ""  '        "         1  to  this  pub 

it  woilh  an  J' 
tfaioc.  It  doee  not  amoaut  to  anything,  for  in 
tbe  Dill  itself  we  have  reaerred  the  riRht  to 
repeal  or  amend  the  law  at  an;  lime.  There- 
fore, whenever  the  public  park  shall  be  built, 
aa  I  beartilj  hope  it  ma;  be  Home  lime,  we 
can  make  luch  amendment  of  the  law  and 
enact  each  rrqultemenia  as  may  be  deemed 
neceanry.  We  ma;  require  thia  road  to  build 
over  or  to  run  under  the  surface  of  the  public 
£itianda,  iuit  as  tn;  friend's  amendment  pro- 
poses to  do.  There  is  »o  necessit;  for  this 
ftmeDdmcDt.     I  would  at  soon  have  it  od  as 

Mr.  POTTEE.     Theo  why  not  do  it? 

Mr.  ELDREDQB.  It  opens  the  question, 
and  ii  of  no  earthly  use.  The  park  they  talk 
about  I  wish  to  lea  made  some  day,  but  for 
forty  years  the  place  where  this  depot  is  pro- 
posed lo  be  built  has  been  the  dirtiest  bole 
in  Waibiugtaa  and  a  disgraoe  to  the  oily.  I 
believe  it  would  so  remain  for  years  to  come 
unless  some  imprOTsment  like  that  proposed 
by  this  railroad  is  made  on  that  land. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  insUt  on  m; 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

Hr.  POTTER.  I  mofe  that  the  House 
take  a  recess  until  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

Mr.  BECK.  Pending  that  I  move  that  the 
House  do  DOW  adjourn. 

Th«  House  divided;  and  there  were — layes 
34,  noes  104. 

Hr.  KERR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  liouM  divided;  and  therewere — ayes 
twenty- Ste. 

Hr.  STARKWEATHER  demanded  a  fur- 
ther COUDL 

Tbe  SPEAKER  appointed  Hr.  Hatnard 
aod  Mr.  Ksaa  tellers. 

The  Honse  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — i^es  Uiirty-six ;  mora  than  one  fifth 
those  presenL 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Tbe  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  164,  not  voting 
62;  as  follows: 

■Umr.  Bflaltv,  B«k, 

— „ ose.  Dak*.    Surett. 

aamDiewD,  Keir,  Kim.  Lewii,  Merrick^  Nib] u-k. 
Road.  RiUbia.  Swanp.  Terry,  Dwiibt  TowDteud, 
Vin  TmiBP,  wtlUnl.  sod  WInchnt«i— It. 

SAT3-U«Mn.Aok«.  AmM.  ArsrilLBanki.  Bu- 
ber.  BMrT,BcH.B«Tt<ridaa.  Btib/.Bitn.  Bird. Ann- 
tin  Blair.  BrisbiQeorssM.  Brooki.BuckUy,  Baffln- 
ton.  Barehara,  Burdotl,  CsldwcLI,  Cnbarn,  CosbJui. 
CoDaer.  Coaoar,  Catlbn,  Craba.  Crselr.  Orockar. 
Crcwlaod.  Danail,  Dawai,  Dicker,  Donimn.Doi. 
Daell,  Dannall,  Eunn.  Sldradte.  Elliott.  FDroi- 
woTtta,  FiDkelDboiK.  Charlea  Foitar,  Uanrr  D.  Fol- 
iar. Wildar  D.  Fouer,  Fr>«,  Oarfl aid.  Oats.  Oolla- 


du'.  aoodrieb,  QritBth. 
Jobo  T.  llarrui  ki 


'Kid^i 


m.  Bale,  Hiilaey. 
Q«rce  B.  Uarrfs. 


Jsbo  T.  Harru-UavaD*.  Hawln,  Uar,  Hay*.  John 
W.  HsMlLOD.  tlarndon.  Hoar,  tloopar.  Hooibton. 
KelJar.  Kendall.  Kaubam.  KiUinscr.  Umiton. 
Lamport,  Leurh,  Lowe.Lvnab,  Hanbalt,  Haynard. 
HcCIolland.  UcCarmiok,  MsCrnn.  UoQrBw.  Ub- 
Hearv,  Ucrnlyre.  McJunkio.  UcKioDer.  MoNealv, 
Mircar.  Uarnam,  BanJamlD  P.  Uayars,  Hiusholl, 
Monroe,  Moora.  rioray,  Laoaard  Mrar..  rJeglav,  Orr, 
PMknnf,  Palmar,  Inuc  C.  Pmrkar,  Pack.  Pandlatoa. 
Bli  Perrv.  Pelen^Poland.  Prioa.  Priodle.  Rimdall. 
Edward  Y.  Rica,  Ellla  U.  Koberti,  Itagera,  Rooie- 
Tcli.  SarKant.  Ijawyar,  BcoGeld,  SavioDi,  Sbiaks, 
Sbeldon,  ijballabarsar,  tiberwood,  Ebober.  Bfaoe- 
maker.  Slalar,  Slou,  11.  Boardman  Smith.  Jobn  A. 
Smilb.  R.  Hillon  Spear,  Tbomaa  J.  l^peer.Sprssue, 
etarkwoatbar.  Slavana.  StnveDaoD    Satbarlacd,  Sv 

BUer.  TtMe,  Waibinfrlon  Towaaand.  Tarner,  lyoar. 
I>aao,    VanshaB.   VoorbBaa.  WaJdall,  Wakauas. 


8milb.  Snapp,  Enrdar.  ^lorm,  StonsbtoB,  ^towall, 
StroDB,  St.  John.  Tbomaa,  Tulbill.  Twiabatl.  Wall!. 
Warrra.  Wbitalar,  and  Young— S2. 


o  the  House  refused  to  adjoa 


,   from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Sthfson, 

_._  jlerks,  informed  the  House  that  the 

Senate  had  passed  bills  of  tbe  following  titles ; 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  was 
requested  i 

A  bill  (S.  No.  472}  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  10  regulate  the  diplomatic  and  con- 
sular systems  of  the  United  States,"  passed 
August  18,  1866,  and  for  other  purposes; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  67)  authorizing  mail  steam- 
ship service  in  the  Qnlf  of  Mexico  between 
the  port  of  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  and  cer- 
tain porta  of  ihe  republic  of  Mexico; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  169)  to  amend  an  act  passed 
Harch  2,  1831,  eniitleJ  "Au  act  allowing  the 
duties  on  foreign  merchandise  imported  iulo 
Wheeliug,YickBburg,CincinnBti,Loui8ville,St. 
Iiouis,  Nashville,  and  Natchez,  to  be  secured 
and  paid  at  those  places  ;" 

A  bill  (S.  No.  2fil)  lo  amend  an  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  establish  and  declare  the  railroad 
bridges  of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Chat- 
tanooga Railroad  Company  as  hereafter  con- 
stracted  a  post  road,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  March  2,  1668; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  327)  to  estoblUh  tbe  collec- 
tion district  of  Duluth,  and  to  create  St.  Paul, 
in  the  colleciion  district  of  Uinnesota,  a  port 
of  deliver; ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  345)  for  deepening  St.  Clair 
flats  canal  to  sixteen  feet ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  660)  for  tbe  enlargement 
of  the  Sl  Mary's  falls  caaal,  in  the  Slate  of 

A  bfil"(S.  No.  604)  to  allow  tbe  Lake  On- 
tario Shore  Railroad  Company  to  lay  their 
track  ppon  the  west  pier  at  Oswego,  New 
York; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  012)  to  facilitate  the  execu- 
tion of  and  to  protect  certaiu  public  works  of 
improvement; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  659)  relative  to  the  entry  and 
clearance  Of  ferry-boats  and  of  bonded  cars 
passing  from  one  State  to  andlher,  through  for- 
eign coniiguous  lerritor; ; 

A  bill  (3.  No.  786)  toamendao  act  entitled 
"An  act  10  extend  the  laws  of  the  (Jnited 
Slates  relating  to  customs,  commerce,  and 
navigatioD,  over  the  territor;  ceded  to  the 
Dniled  States  b;  Russia,  to  establish  acollec- 
lion  district  therein,  and  for  other  purposes," 
passed  July  27,  1868  ;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  837)  to  authorise  the  issue  of 
an  American  register  to  Ibe  brig  Detphiue. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  with  amendments,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  was  requested, 
bills  of  tbe  House  of  the  following  titles: 

A  bill(H.  R.  No.  181)  to  change  the  bound- 
aries of  tbe  collection  district  of  Brazos  de 
Santiago  in  the  Slate  of  Texas ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1657)  to  amend  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  act  of  August  30,  1852,  in 
relation  to  the  transportation  and  exportation 
of  imported  goods,  wares,  and  merobandise  in 
bond  throush  certain  ports  in  tbe  State  of 
Texas;   an* 

A  bill(H.  R.  No.  601)  authorizing  the  appro- 
priation for  the  employment  of  surfmen  at 
aliemate  life-saving  sialic os  on  the  New  Jer- 
sey coadt  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
I8T2,  to  be  expended  io  employing  crews  at 


such  stations,  and  for  sack  periods,  aod  at 
such  compensation  as  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  may  deem  reasonable,  not  to  exceitd 
fort;  dollars  per  month  for  each  person  em- 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed,  without  amendment,  billa 
of  tbe  House  of  the  following  Utiesi 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2048)  anthoHiing  an 
American  register  to  the  Dutch  bark  Alice 
Tarlton  ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2114)  graotiDg  »peoaion 

A  bm  [H.  R.  No.  IMS)  to  establish  aport 
of  entry  and  delivery  at  the  city  of  Piuabnrg, 

A  bill  [H.  R.  No.  486)10  authoiiH  tbe  Pres- 
ident to  appoint  George  Pluukett  a  p«yiiiaaler 
in  the  Navy;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  106)  to  amond  an  aet  en- 
titled "An  act  lo  authoriie  protection  lo  ba 
fiven  to  citiiens  of  the  Uniled  States  who  majr 
iscover  deposits  of  gnano,"  approved  August 
18. 1866. 

The  message  also  aanonnced  tbat  the  Sen- 
ate had  agreed  lo  the  report  of  tbe  committee 
of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  ihe 
two  Houses  on  the  bill  (S.  No.  IK)  in  addition 
10  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  'An  act  for  the  removal  of  causes  in 
certain  cases  from  Stale  conns,'  approved  Joly 
27,  ISee,"  approved  Harch  2,  1H7. 

BALTIMORI  AND  POTOHAC  BAILKOAD. 

The  Bonse  tfaeu  resumed  the  consideration 
of  House  bill  No.  206T  lo  confirm  tbe  action 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common  coancil 
of  the  cityof  WasbiDgton,  deagnatinga  depot 
site  for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad 
Compati;,  and  for  other  purpoaas. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recant  npon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Turk, 
[Hr.  PoTTBB,]  that  the  House  now  take  atecesa 
till  four  o'clock  p.  m. 

Hr.  KERB.  Is  it  in  order  now  lo  move 
that  when  the  Hoaae  adjoame  to-day  it  be  to 
meet  on  Thursday  next? 

Tbe  SPEAKER.     Tbat  snotion  wonld  be  in 

Mr.'  KERB.     Then  I  make  that  motion. 

nilllOTAL  or  CADSBS  VROK  STATI  CODBTS. 

Mr.  MERCUR.  I  rise  toa  privil^ed  re- 
port, and  submit  the  report  of  a  committee 

of  conference. 

The  Clerk  read  the  report,  as  follows: 

Tha  oommiCtaa  of  oonferenoa  on  tha  diaunWpB 

TOUa  nf  the  two  Houaaa  upon  Senata  bill  Ho.  T9£ 

(in  addition  to  an  ut  enLltled  "  Ad  mot  to  amend  an 

net  entitled  ^An  ut  tor  Iba  removal  of  aaoaaa  _in 

(uTi'bi. , 

and  do  raoommend,  to  their  reapeettva  U 

That'tba  Bsnata  a 


Ai  il  tuarUd  bw  lilt  SnaU  md  Sou— ^  Rrnranl- 
ativet  of  Ikt  Untltd  SbUa  af  Amtriaa  «  UiMnM 
ojicni^ij.  TbaCwhenaTerapanonalulionbaabaan 
or  aball  be  brongbt  Id  anr  State  oourt  br  ao  ahea 

the  alleiad  aotion  aoorued  waa  a  eivil  oBeer  of  the 
United  Btatei,  balaa  non-raeldaol  of  that  State 
wbarelD  Jariadlcllon  il  obtained  by  tha  Bute  oDurt 
bj  tbe  peraoDaliarTloeor  proeaai.  iueh  aetion  mar 
b*  removed  Into  tb*  cin:all  oonrt  of  tbe  United 
Stataa  in  aod  for  tbe  dlitrist  in  whieb  tha  defeDd- 
ast  aball  hare  baau  aarved  wltb  proeaas.  in  tbe  aam* 
manner  aa  now  provided  Tor  tbe  rMBOtal  of  an  ac- 
lion  brought  in  a  State  court  by  tha  ■roviiiona  of 
nation  tbrea  of  tbe  sot  of  Haroh  2,  USl.  entitled 
"Ad  Bol  raritaer  to  proride  for  Ibe  oolloatloa  of 


ULYSBBS  UERCCR, 

Manatf  «  '**  P«rt  a/tkt  Bet—. 


The  question  was  on  agreeing  to  the  report. 

Mr.  DXJKE.  1  move  that  thereport  be  laid 
>n  the  table ;  and  on  that  motion  I  call  for  tbe 
reas  and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.     Tbe  Chair  has  heretofore 
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declined,  as  be  does  now,  to  entertain  a  mo- 
tion to  lay  on  the  table  a  report  of  a  committee 
of.conferencO)  although  it  has  been  done  in 
some  cases.  The  present  occupant  of  the  chair 
in  the  Forty- First  Congress  held  that  when  a 
report  of  a  committee  of  conference  was 
presented  to  the  House,  the  single  question  to 
be  determined  was  whether  the  House  would 
agree  or  not  agree  to  the  report. 

Mr.  DUKB.  Then  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  agreeing  to  the  report. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  and 

TheSPEiAKEiR  said:  Over  forty  members 
have  risen  upon  the  call  for  the  yeas  and 
naySi  and  they  will  be  regarded  as  ordered. 
There  are  generally  enough  members  standing 
upon  their  feet  to  order  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
any  question.    [Laughter.] 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  there  were — 
jeas  117,  nays  G8,  not  voting  55 ;  as  fallows : 

YBA^-^Mcoare.  Amos,  Aroher.  Arthur,  Averill, 
Banks,  Barry.  Beatty,  Beveridge,  Bigby,  Austin 
Blair^eorge  M.  Brooks,  Backley,  Baffin  ton,  Burch- 
ard,  Bardott,  Coburn,  Cogblan,  Conger,  Cotton, 
Crm,  Cre^.  Crooker,  Darrall.  Dickey,  Bonnan, 
Paell,  Dannell,  Sames,  Elliott.  Finkelnbarg.Charles 
Foster,  Henry  D.  Foster,  Wilder  D.  Foster,  Frye, 
Garfield,  Hale,  Halsey,  Hambleton,  Hanoook.  Hand- 
ley,  Harmer.  Harper,  George  £.  Harris,  Havens, 
Hay,  Hays.  Gerry  W.  Hazelton,  John  W.  Haselton, 
Herndon,  Hill,  Hoar.  Hooper,  Houghton,  Kelley, 
Ketoham,  Kidmger,  King,  Lamport,  Lowe,  Lynch, 
Maynard,  McOormtek,  MoCrary,  MoGrew,  Mc- 
Junkin,  Mereur,  Merriam,  Monroe,  Morey,  Leonard 
Myers,  Kegley,  Orr,  Packard,  Palmer,  Isaac  C.  Par- 
ker. Peck,  Aaroa  K.  Perry,  EliPerry.  Peters,  Poland, 
Prindle,  Ellis  H.  Roberts,  Sargent,  Sawyer,  Soofield, 
Sessisns.   Skaoks,  SheUabargor,  Sherwood,  Shoe- 

aaker«  H.  Boardman  Smith,  John  A.  Snxith,  R. 
iltoil  Speer,  Thomas  J.  Speor,  Spragne,  Stark- 
weather..  SteveoBOiTi  Stoughton,  Stoweli,  Sutfaerland, 
Sypher.  Taffe,  Waabington  Townsend,  Tamer, 
TynerJppson,  Wakeman.  Walden,  WaldroQ,  Wal- 
lace, Wliftetey.  Wiliard,  Williams  of  Indiana.  Wil- 
liams of  New  York,  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson.  John  T. 
Wilson,  and  Wood— 117. 

NA'!PS— Messrs.  Acker,  Barber,  Beck,  Biggs,  Bird, 
Braxton,  Bright.  Oaldwellf  Campbell,  Carroll.  Con- 
ner. Ooz,  Cvoartaod,  Davis,  Doz,  Da  Bose,  Dake, 
Eldredgo,  Ely,  Garrett,  Gets,  Golladay.  Goodrioh, 
Griffith.  Haldeman,  Hanks,  John  T.  Harris.  Hawley, 
Hibbard,  Kendall,  Kerr,  Lamison,  Leach,  Lewis, 
Manson.  Marshall,  McClelland.  McHenry.  Moki- 
tyre,  McNeely,  Merrick,  Benjamia  F.  Meyers, 
Mitchell.  Niblack,  Potter.  Price,  Randall,  Read, 
Edward  T.  Rice,  Ritd!iie,  William  R.  Roberts.  Rog- 
ers, Roosevelt,  Slater,  Slocum,  Sloss,  Stevens,  Storm, 
Swann,  Tarry,  Dwight  Townsend.  Van  Trump, 
Vaugban,  Voorhees.  Waddell,  Wells,  Wbitthorne. 
and  Ynoag— 68. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Adams,  Ambler,  Bamum, 
Bell.  Bingham,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles.  James  Brooks, 
BeRfamin  F.  Butler.  Roderick  R.  Butler,  William 
T.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Comingo,  Critcber, 
Dawes,  De  Large,  Farnsworth,  Farwoll,  Forker. 
Hereford.  Holman,  Kellogg,  Kinsella,  Lansing,  Mc- 
Kee,  McKinney,  Moore,  Morgan,  Morpbis,  Packer, 
Hoaea  W.  Parker.  Pendleton,  Perce,  Piatt,  Porter, 
Rainey,  John  M.  Rice,  Robinson^  Rusk,  Seeley, 
Sheldon,  Shober,  Worthington  C.  Smith,  Snapp, 
Snyder^trong,  St.  John.  Thomas.  Tuthill,  Twichell. 
Walls,  Warren,  Wheeler,  and  Winchester— 55. 

So  the  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
was  agreed  to. 

During  the  roll-call, 

Mr.  BKAXTON  said:  I  desire  to  announce 
that  my  colleague,  Mr.  CaircHEa,  is  called 
home  by  sickness  in  his  family. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  announced  as 
above  stated. 

Mr.  MERGUR.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  just  taken  ;  and  also  move  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KfiRR  and  Mr.  BECK  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  KBRR.  Mr.  Speaker,  is  not  this  ques- 
tion divisible?  , 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not.  The  Honse  is 
not  called  upon  to  vote  on  two  motions  at  the 
same  time*  The  pending  question  is  on  lay- 
ing upon  the  table  the  motion  to  reconsider. 
Should  the  House  refuse  to  lay  the  motion  on 
the  table,  the  question  will  then  be  taken  on 
the  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  97,  nays  65,  not  voting 
78;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Banks,  Barber,  Bamum,  Barry, 


Beatty,  Bigby,  Austin  Blair,  George  M.  Brooks, 
Buckley,  Bumnton,  Burchard.  Burdett,  Coburn, 
Cogblan,  Conger,  Cotton,  Creely,  Darrall.  Dawes, 
Dickey,  Donnan,  Duell,  Dunnell,  Eames.  Elliott, 
Farnsworth,  Finkelnburg,  ChiurloB£*oster,  Wilder  D. 
Foster,  Goodrich,  Hambleton,  Harmer,  Harper, 
George  E.  Harris.  Havens,  Hawley,  Hay,  Hays, 
Gerry  W.  Hazelton,  John  W.  Haselton,  Hill,  Hooper, 
^o^ghton,  Kelley,  Killinger,  Lamport,  Lansing, 
Lowe,  Lynch,  Maynard,  McCormick,  McGrew.  Mc- 
Junkin,  Mereur,  Merriam.  Moore,  Leonard  Myers, 
Orr,  Packard,  Palmer,  Isaac  C.  Parker,  Peck.  Pen- 
dleton, Aaron  F.  Perry,  Peters,  Poland,  Prindle, 
EMis  U.  Roberts,  Sargent.  Sawyer,  Scofield,  Sessions, 
Shanks,  Sheldon.  Shellabarger,  Sherwood,  Shoe- 
maker. H.  Boardman  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Speer, 
Sprague,  Starkweather,  Stoughton,  Srowell.Sypher. 
Taffe,  Washington  Townsend,  Tamer.  Tyner.  Upson, 
Wakeman,  Walden,  Waldron,  Wallace,  Wheeler, 
Whiteley,  WiUiami  of  Indiana,  and  Jeremiah  M. 
Wilson-97, 

NAYS— Messrs.  Acker,  Archer,  Arthur,  Beck, 
Bell,  Bird,  Braxton,  Bright.  Caldwell.  Campbell, 
Conner,  Crebs.  Crocker,  Dox.  Da  Bose,  Duke,  Gar- 
rett. Getz^  Gollodoy,  Griffith.  Hancock,  Handley, 
Hanks.  John  T.  Harris,  Hibbard,  Kerr,  King, 
Lamison,  Leach,  Lewis.  Manson,  Marshall,  Mc- 
Clelland, McHenry,  Mclntyre,  McNeely,  Merrick, 
Benjamin  F.  Meyers,  Mitchell,  Niblaok,  Hosea  W. 
Parker,  Potter,  Price,  Read,  Edward  Y.  Rice, 
Ritchie.  William  R.  Roberts,  Roosevelt,  Shober, 
Slater,  Sloss,  R.  Milton  Speer,  Suiherlaad^waan, 
Terry,  Van  Trump,  Vaugaan,  Voorhees,  Waddell, 
Warren.  Wells,  Whitthorae,  Williams  of  New  York. 
Wood,  and  Young — 65. 

NOT  VOTING  —  Messrs.  Adams,  Ambler,  Ames. 
Averiil.  Beveridge.  Biggs.  Bingham.  James  Q.  Blair. 
Boles,  James  Brooks.  Benlamin  F.  Butler,  Roderick 
R.  Butler,  Carroll,  William  T.  Clark,  Freeman 
Clarke,  Cobb,  Comingo,  Cox,  Critoher,  CrosslMid. 
Daris,  De  Large,  Eldredge,  Ely,  Farwell,  Forker, 
Henry  D.  Foster,  Frye,  Garfield,  Haldeman,  Hale, 
Halsey.  Hereford.  Heradon^  Hoar,  Holman,  Kel- 
logg, Kendall.  Ketchaoou  Kinsella,  McCrary,  Mo- 
Kee,  McKinney,  Monroe,  Morey,  Morean,  Morphis, 
Negley,  Packer,  Perce,  Eli  Perry,  Piatt,  Porter, 
Rainey.  Randall,  John  M.  Rioe,  Robinson,  Ro^ra, 
Rusk,  Seeley,  Slocum,  John  A.  Smith,  Worthing- 
ton C.  Smith,  Snapp,  Snyder,  Stevens,  Stevenson, 
Storm,  Strong,  St.  John,  Thomao.  Dwight  Town- 
send.  Tuthill.  Twichell,  Walla,  WUlard,  Joba  T. 
Wilson,  and  Winchester— 78. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  Uid  on  the 
table. 

BALTIMORB  AVD  POTOM AO  llAILROAD. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2057)  to  con6rm  the  ac- 
tion of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common 
council  of  the  city  of  Washington,  designating 
a  depot  site  for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac 
Railroad  Company,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  pending  question  was  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Kerr,  thi^t  when  the  House  adjourns 
to- day  it  be  to  meet  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  move  that  the  House  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  want  to  make 
a  proposition.  If  gentlemen  who  are  opposed 
to  this  bill  will  allow  the  previous  question  to 
be  seconded,  I  will  agree  to  give  them  two 
thirds  of  the  hour  to  which  I  shall  be  enti- 
tled ]  I  will  give  the  opponents  of  the  bill  forty 
minutes,  which  they  may  divide  among  them- 
selves as  they  please. 

Mr.  BECK.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
amendments  to  be  offered? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Some  seven  or 
eight  amendments  have  already  been  printed, 
and  there  are  others  which  gentlemen  desire 
to  propose.  Of  course  we  cannot  allow  votes 
to  be  taken  on  all  those  amendments ;  but  we 
will  agree  to  give  gentlemen  two  thirds  of  the 
hour  which  will  be  allowed  for  debate  after 
the  previous  question  is  seconded.  Then  let 
us  have  a  vote  on  the  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BEQK.  I  do  not  understand  whether 
the  gentleman  consents  to  allow  the  amend- 
ments to  be  voted  on. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  say  we  cannot 
allow  all  these  amendments  to  come  in ;  but 
we  will  give  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
two  thirds  of  all  the  time  that  will  be  allowed 
for  discussion. 

Mr.  BECK.  We  do  not  so  much  want  time 
for  discussion  as  opportunity  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  House  on  amendments.  Gentlemen  on 
the  other  pide  will  have  the  right  to  vote  down 
the  amendments  if  they  want  to. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.'  The  gentleman 
cannot  claim  that  there  is  any  right  to  have 


seven  or  eight  amendments  come  in  and  be 
voted  on. 

Mr.  BECK.  Well,  there  is  a  right  to  ad- 
journ, 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER,  I  propoae  to  give 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  two  thirds  of  the 
time  if  they  want  it. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Stabkwbithes] 
to  allow  such  amendments  as  woold  be  is 
order  under  the  rules  of  the  House ;  that  is  to 
say,  one  amendment  and  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  have  made  my 
proposition,  and  it  is  not  accepted. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  That  is  all  the  pa^ 
liamentary  law  allows.  Snppose  that  is  dooe; 
I  am  in  favor  of  allowing  gentlemen  to  move 
an  amendment  and  an  ameadment  to  tke 
amendment,  which  is  all  the  rales  of  the  Hoom 
allow. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  an 
amendment  will  be  permitted  to  he  offered  to 

Erovide  at  a  very  early  day,  within  a  few  days, 
y  some  commisnon  properly  appointed,  for 
the  selection  of  a  place  to  which  this  road,  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio,  and  all  other  roads,  may 
go  to  baild  their  depots. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  object  to  thsL 
The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  the  most  preposterous  one  I  have  ever 
heard.' 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  He  may  call 
it  preposteronSy  but  he  refuses  to  allow  as 
an  opportaaity  to  show  whether  it  is  pre- 
posterous or  not. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  have  agreed 
to  giwe  to  the  other  aide  three  fourths  of  tbe 
time  allotted  to  me  under  the  rules  after  the 
previous  question  has  been  seconded,  in  order 
to  show  that  it  is  not  preposterous;  bat  geDtle- 
men  refuse  to  accept  even  that  oflPer. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  only  waat  a 
minute  to  show  that  it  is  not  preposterous. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  will  give  yos 
five  minutes  now. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  choose 
to  allow  the  gentleman  to  call  my  remarki 
preposterous. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  withdraw  the 
adjective,  and  ask  for  a  vote  on  tbe  peoding 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  tlie 
motion  to  adjourn i  m«de  by  the  genUeisaa 
from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  BsoK.] 

Mr.  KERR.  1  move  that  when  the  House 
acfjourns  to-day  it  a^joura  to  meet  on  Than* 
day  next. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  takes  pre- 
cedence. 

.  The  House  divided ;  and  there  were— ayes 
89,  noes  91. 

Mr.  KERR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  uegative-^yeas  14,  nays  147,  not  voiioi 
79 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Arthur,  Beatty,  Campbe!]. 
Duke,  Hambleton.  Kerr,  McNoejy.  Niblack.  Kciii. 
Bitchie,  Swann,  Terry,  and  Van  Trump— 14. 

NAYS— Mesfira.  Aoker,  Ames,  BaDks.  Bsrber. 
Barry,  fieok.  Bell.  Bev«ridKe.  Bigby,  Bifg^.  6u4. 
Braxton.  Bright,  George  M.  Brooks.  Buffiown. 
Burchard,  Burdett,  Caldwell,  Coburn.  Coghlan, 
Conger.  Conner,  Cotton.  Creely.  Crocker,  Cross}"*' 
Darrall.  Bawes.  Dickey.  Donnan,  Doz.  Duell.  Daa- 
nell,  Eames.  Eldredge, Elliott.  Ely,  Farnsworth.  tu- 
well.  FinkolnburgrCharlosFoater,  Henry  D.  Fortw. 
Wilder  D.  Foaterl  Frye.  Garrett.  Gete,  GoiladaT. 
Goodrich,  Hancock.  Handley,  Hanks.  Harmer,  Uar- 
per,  John  T.  Harris,  Havens,  Hawley,  Hoy,  Hay*. 
Gerry  W.  Hazelton.  John  W.  Haiclton,  acnm' 
Hibbard,  Hill.  Hoar,  Hooper.  Houghton,  kcllej. 
Kendall,  Ketoham.  Killinger.  Lamison.  Lasiajf' 
Lewis,  Lowe.  Manson.  Marshall.  MayosrU.  ««- 
Ctelland,  McCormick.  McCrary,  McGrow.  McHen^' 
Mclntyre.  Mereur.  Merriam,  Benjamin  F.  Mcyen. 
MitcbeU,  Monroe.  Orr,  Packard.  Palmer.  Hosca  W- 
Park,er,  Isaac  C.  Parker.  Peck,  Pendleton.  Mm  *• 
Perry.  BliPernr,  Peters.  Potter.  Price.  Prindle,  Bp- 
dall,  Edward  Y.  Kice.  Ellis  H.  Roberts,  Ro«ers,  bar- 
Kent.  Sawyer,  Soofield.  Sessions.  Sbanka.  SUemt. 
Shellabarger.  Sherwood.  Shober.  Shoemaker,  fcw- 
ter.  Sloss,  H.  Boardman  Smith.  John  A.  Smitb,  K- 
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Hilton  Spaer.  Tbomu  J.  Speer,  Sprwrae.  ! 
ireather.  Sl«vena.  SteieDiDTi.  Storm,  Stoat 
Stowell,  Tlffo.  WwbinMun  Towasend,  Turns 
ner.  Dniion.  VaugbaD.  Waddelt.  Wakemao,  Wi 
Waldron.  Wallncs.  Wnrnii,  Wtiitthorne.  Wi 
Williuua  of  IndikHLjeremitb  U.  WilaDU.  Jc 
BO,  Wood,  Bnd  Yoonr-H7. 


NOT  VOTISU— Ml 
B«num.  Bior 
Bol«..Junw 

Freemsn  aKk«!cobti.  c5i^ 


Ambler.  Avflrill 

LuiIiD  lilair.  JamM   0.  Blair 
Buckler.  BinjuniD  P.  BnUar 


er,  DaTif.  De  Lareo.  Do  Bnse.  Fork er.  Garfield,  Qrif- 
atb.  lialdemaa.  Uale.  Halier.  Oeoni«  £.  Barrig. 
llererc.rd.  Uolman,  KbI1oe«,  RinE.  Kliuella,  Lam- 
potl,  Leaeb.  L^och,  UcJuukin.  MoKee.  UutCiDney, 
Merrick.  Uaare.  Morey.MorKaa,  Morpbla.  Leona^ 
"     ■     -.Ptrea.i'latl,.  Poland.  Pnnor, 


ra.S«l.T  Paok. 

Kamcy.  Jobn  H.Rk 
■on,  Roosev-"  » --»- 
C.  Bmilh.  Br 


i,  Syphj 


kail.  Vou 


.  Ttagraai,  I 


n.  Euther 


Ivy.  William! 

So  the  Hoase  refused  In  adjourn  otcf. 

The  uiiestioii  next  reearred  on  tlie  motion 
of  Ur.  BiEuE,  to  EuUouru. 

The  House  divided;  and  there  were — ajes 
3o,  iio«s  88. 

Mr.  BECE  demanded  the  jeae  and  naja. 

The  yeas  nod  rajs  were  ordered. 

The  qaeslion  irai  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  ibe  t^egatife — jeos  25,  aajb  ISl,  not  voting 
84;   aa  followi: 

YEAS— Mcun.  Archer,  Arthur.  Btatlr.  Baok, 
Campbell.  Uu  Boie.  Duke,  Hambleloo,  Kerr.  Eiaf. 
l.e-i>.  McNeely.  Herrick,  Potter.  Read,  Ritobie. 
Storm.  EvaQD.  Tenr.  Dviaht  Townaeiid.  Van 
Tramp.  Wairen,  Winelietter.  Wood,  and  Vuan(-2& 
NAYS-Ueari:  Aoker.  Aina.  AverilE.  Barry.BBll. 
BeTeriJ«e,  Biaby,  Uiifi,  Bird,  Aualln  Blaij.  Bral- 
ton.  Briibt,  lleoTte  uTUrookt.  Buck1e<r,  Boffinton. 
Uurohanl.  Baidatt,  Caldwell,  Cobura,  CoablaD. 
C«nier,  Cnnner.Croely,  Crocker,  CroMl«nd,Uick«y. 
nonaan,  Dox.  Duell.  Dannell,  GnmES.  Bliiotl,  Ely, 
Foniawnrtb.  FiDkelnbnri,  Charle*  Foster.  Ueorr  D. 
KiHIrr,  Wilder  D.  Satur.  Frye.  QuBeld,  lieci,  Qui- 
ladsy.  flondrich.  OrilGtb,  Hulaey,  Haadley,  llaokt. 
Harmer.  liarper,  fleorge  B.  Uarrin.  John  T.  Harris. 
Uawley.  U*y.  Hayi.  Uerry  W.  HaialluD.  John  W. 
Uaiellon.  Uerndon.  Uibbard,  Hill.  Uoopei.  Hoh(1i- 
tna.  Kelley.  Ketobuo,  Killlaier,  Lowe,  Msdioh, 
Manh^ill.  Maynard,  MeClelland.  McCormlck,  M(- 
Orarr.  HcHeary.  Hclntyra.  Harcar.  Beniamln  F. 
Meyen.  tlitoboll.  Maoroe,  Matey,  NsKlay,  Orr, 
l>ii<;ki.rd.  Palmer.  Hosea  W.  Parker.  Peck.  Pandle- 
loD.  Aaron  F.  Perry,  Eli  Perry.  FaUnd.  l-rindle, 
Kaodall.  Etli*  U.  Koberti.  Bocen,  Rnineralt.  Saw- 
yer, Sauioni,  Sbaaki,  Staellabarier.  Sberwnod,  libo- 
ber.  Shoemaker.  Slater,  Slocum.SIos),  U.BoarduaD 
Smith,  John  A.  Smilb.  R.  Mtltan  Spoor.  Spmtue, 
Starkweather.  Slevenj.  SteienHin.  Slough  Ion.  Slnw- 
ell.  TaSe.WaihingtonTownaeod.  Tomer.  Tyner.Up- 
•on.  Vaiuhan.  Waddell.  Wakeman,  Waldeo,  Wal- 

druiD.  Wallace.  Weill,   Wheeler.    Wh'     '        

ihome,  WiUaid.  WUlIama  at  Indiana 
Me*  Vork.  and  John  T.Wilson— 131. 
NOT  VOTINO-Meesra,  Adatn.,  An 
Barber.  Barnom,  Biniham,  Jnmea  ti. 
Jamsa  Brooko.  Beni»-"i-  P  n,.ti.r 
Butler,  enroll.  Willi 


mtiJ. 


n.11,  Davia,  D 
t'lirker.  Uarrel 
Uerefortl.  Uoa 


T,  Clark,  Freemaa  Clarke, 
j>n.  Col.  Crab).  Critcbcr,  Dar- 
De  Laree.  Eldredge.  Fuwell, 


r,  Uolmac.  Ketloff,  Kendall  Kio- 
s-iia.  ijkmuon,  Lamport,  LaoniPE.  Leaoh,  Lynch, 
Metjrew.  MeJnnkiD.  McKee.  HcKinney.  Herrism. 

n.  Morphi     "  '  "  ■'■  '     ' 


r.ljueCParl 
.o.Rainey    -■ 
u  R.  Robe 


r,Pere.e.PDii 
.nfC-k^S 


inM.Kioe.  Wil- 
liam H.  RoherU,  Roblnaon.  Rusk,  Sargent,  Seofleld. 
gnley.  Sbeldoa.  W  ortbi  nets  a  U.  Smith.  Snap  p.  Sun- 
der. Tbamaa  J.Speer,  Biroai.  SI.  John.  Sutherland. 
Sypher.  Thomas,  TuthUl.TwichBll,VoDrbeea.WaJla, 
aud.lBremiah  U.  Wilaon-M. 

So  the  Honse  refaEed  to  adjourn. 

A  msM^efroniUieSeiiaie,  by  Hr,  Sthpsok, 
one  of  iticlerLa,  informed  ihe  House  that  the 
8«i»t8  had  passed  a  resolution  direcliog  its 
Secretary  to  request  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  retorn  to  the  Senate  tlie  bill  (S.  No. 
2-)l)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  actio 
e«t>bliab  and  declare  the  rultoad^nd  bridges 
of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Chattanooga 
Kaiiroad  Company  as  hereafter  constructed  a 

Sist  road,  and  fur  other  purposes,"  approved 
arch  2,  186S. 

I'he  ineasage  further  informed  the  Honsa 
that  the  Senate  had  passed  bills  of  ibe  follow- 
ing titles;  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  was  requested ; 

A  bill  (S.  Ho.  SOI)  granling  a.  right  of  way 
to  the  Mobile  and  Alabama  Grand  Trunk  Rail- 
ruad  Company  throngh  and  over  laDdi  owned 
by  the  United  Slate*)  and 


A  bill  (S,  Ko.  685)  for  the  relief  of  B.  C. 
Pressley. 

The  message  also  informed  the  House  that 
the  Senate  had  passed  without  amendment  a 
bill  of  the  House  of  the  following  tille  : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  20*7)  to  provide  for  the 
exchange  and  transfer  of  two  small  parcels  of 
land  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

BULTIMORB  AND  POTOUAO  BAILROAD. 


The  SPEAKER.     That   motion   is  pend- 

'"fer.  TOWNSEND,  of  NewTork.  I  move 
thai  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table.  I  desire 
a  vote  on  that  motion  as  a  test  vote. 

Mr.  KBKR,     Not  yet. 

Mr.  DICKB?.  Let  that  molion  be  put. 
It  is  a  very  good  way  to  teat  [ha  sense  of  the 

Mr. 'starkweather,  I  believe  the 
sense  of  the  House  was  tested  on  that  motion 
the  other  day. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  There  can  be  no  objection 
to  doing  it  again. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Town.send] 
would  not  perhaps  be  strictly  in  order,  because 


the 


t  the  g: 


when  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  form- 
erly made ;  and  the  rales  of  the  House  do 
not  allow  a  motion.to  lay  on  the  table  to  be 
offered  more  than  once,  when  a  bill  is  at  the 
same  stage.  But  inasmuch  as  the  House 
gave  liberty  for  divera  and  sundry  amend- 
ments to  bo  proposed,  the  Chair  would  rule 
that  the  bill  may  be  considered  as  being  now 
at  a  different  stage,  which  wonld  make  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr,  TowNUEND  J  admissible.  Tba  Chair,  at 
least,  would  not  feel  jostified  in  ruling  it  onL 

Mr.  KEKR,  Does  not  my  motion,  that  the 
House  take  a  recess,  have  precedeuce  of  the 
motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tabled 

The  SPEAKER.  When  the  two  motions 
are  pending,  that  for  a  recess  must  lake  pre- 
cedence. 

Mr.  QARFIELp,  of  Ohio.  I  would  again 
appeal' to  Ihe  gentleman  who  has  charge  of 
this  bill  to  agree  that  certain  amendments 
shall  be  voted  on. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  desire  to  make  a  parliament- 
ary inquiry.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  to  amend 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
[Hr.  Kehh]  by  making  tberecesseziend  nntil 
ten  o'clock  to-morrow? 

TheSPEAKBR.     It  is. 

Mr.  BECK.     Then  I  make  that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  stale 
that  there  can  be  no  trouble  about  finding 
motions  of  a  dilatory  nature.  The  motion  to 
fix  the  day  to  which  the  House  shall  adjourn, 
and  the  motion  that  the  House  do  no*  adjourn, 
can  andor  the  rules  of  the  Hoase  be  alter- 
nated until  the  4th  March,  1S7S. 

Mr.  BECK.  We  will  try  to  keep  it  up  that 
long,  unless  we  are  allowed  lo  offer  amend- 
ments to  the  bill.     If  one  fifth  of  the   House 


UBSSAat  FBOM  TUBFILKSIDBKT. 
A  message  in  writing, from  thePretideot  of 

the  United  States,  was  coiainunicated  by  Mr. 
Horace  FoRTBit,  his  Private  Secretary. 


BALTIUORR  AND  POTOUAQ  RAILBOAD. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  lodiana, 
[Mr.  Kbrk,]   that   the   House    lake  a  recess 

Mr.  BECK.  I  move  to  amend  that  motion 
by  makiiiK  the  hour  to  which  the  House  shall 
take  a  rei:ess  half  past  ten  o'clock  to  morrow 
morning. 

ThaqDestionbeingpatonMr,  BuoK'samend- 
ment,  there  were — ayes  84,  noes  91, 

Mr.  BECK.     I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 


The  question  being  on  ordering  the  yeaa 
and  nays,  there  were — ayes  thirty*seven. 

So  (the  affirmative  being  more  than  one  fifth 
of  the  last  vote)  the  yesa  and  nays  were 
ordered. 
The  qnestion  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
1  the  negative — yeas  24,  nays  132,  not  voting 
4;  as  follows: 


Joba.  Sypber.  Tbomu,  Tutfaill.  TwiohdI.  '^ner. 
Van  ^rump.  Voorheei.  Waddell,  Walli,  Wanw, 
WUIiami  of  New  York.  Jareniab  H.  Wilson,  aad 
Wo«l-84. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mi.  Bbck  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  EEnn,  that  the  House  now  take  a  recesa 
till  seven  o'clock  p.  m, 

Hr.  BEATTY.  I  move  to  amend  that  mo- 
tion so  that  the  Houae  shall  now  take  a  recess 
till  eleven  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  hope  if  we  ara 
to  take  a  receas  it  will  be  to  an  earlier  hour 
than  that;  but  I  hope  we  will  not  take  arecesa 
yet. 

The  qnestion  was  then  taken  upon  the 
amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Beattti  and  upon 
a  division  there  were— ayes  4S,.noea  '9. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  BEATTY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that  there  be  aoallof 
the  Houae. 

The  SPEAKER.  Upon  what  gronnd  does 
the  eetitleman  submit  that  motion  T 

Mr.  KERB.  Dida  qnorum  voteonthelasl 
vole? 

The  SPEAKER.    A  qaoran  voted. 

Mr.  KBRR.  I  will  not  press  the  motion  for 
a  call  of  Uie  House. 

The  question  was  taken  npon  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  and  there  ware  tbirtj-foar  ia 
the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  call  for  tellers 
on  tHe  question  of  ordering  the  yeaa  apd 
nays ;  I  want  to  exercise  theca  gantlenea  a 
little. 


So  (the  affirmative  being  more  than  one 
Gftb  of  a  quorum)  tellers  were  ordered;  and 
Mr.  FutHSWoHTB  and  Mr,   Beitty  were  ap- 

The  House  ag^n  divided  ;  and  tba  lellera 
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reported  that  there  were  thirty-five  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  (the  affirmative  beine  more  than  one 
6fth  of  the  last  full  vote)  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Bkatty  to  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Kerr  ;  and  there  were — yeas  28,  nays  142, 
not  voting  70 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS  —  M«ifr8.  Archer,  Arthur,  Beatty,  Beek, 
Campbell,  Davis.  Da  Bose,  Dake^arrett,  Hamble- 
ton,  Haneook,  fiibbard,  Kerr,  King,  Leaob,  Mo- 
Neely,  Merrick,  Ni black,  Ritchie,  Slater,  Storm, 
SwaDii.  Terry,  Dwight  Towosend.  Van  Trump.  Wil- 
lard,  WinoheBter,  and  Yoaoff— 28. 


Burohard,  Bordett,  Caldwell,  Cobam.  Cogblan, 
Coocer,  Conner,  Cotton,  Coz.Crebs,  Creely,  Crocker, 
Darrali.  Dawes,  Dickey,  Donnan.  Doz,  Duell.  Dan- 
nell.  Barnes,  Bldredce.  Elliott.  Ely,  Farnsworth. 
£1nkeln  burg,  Charles  Poster,  Henry  D.  Foster,  Wil- 
der D.  Foster,  Frye,  Garfield,  Gets.  GoUaday Good- 
rich, Griffith,  flaldeman.  Hale,  Handley,  Hanks, 
Harmer,  Harper,  Georse  E.  Harris,  John  T.  Harris, 
Hawley,  Hay,  Hays,  Gerry  W.  Haselton,  John  W. 
Haaelton.  Herndoo,  Hill^  Hoar,  Houghtoo.  Kelley, 
Kendall.  Ketoham,  Kilhnger,  Lamison,  Lansing, 
Lewis.  Lowe,  Hanson,  Marshall,  Maynard,  McClel- 
land, McCranr,  McGrew.  McHenry,  Mclnt^re,  Mc- 
Junkin,  MoKinney.  Mercar,  Merriam,  Benjamin  F. 
Meyers,  Mitchell,  Monroe,  Morey,  Negley,  Orr, 
Packard,  Palmer,  Hosea  W.  Parker.  Isaac  C.  Parker, 
Peck.  Pendleton,  Eli  Perry,  Peters^oland,  Potter, 
Prindle.  Randall.  Ellis  H.Roberts.  William  R.Rob- 
erts. Roosevelt.  Sargent,  Sawyer,  Scofteld.  Sessions, 
Shanks,  Sheldon.  Sherwood.  Shober,  Sloss,  H.  Board- 
man  Smith,  John  A.  Smith,  R.  Milton  Speer,  Thomas 
J.  Speer.  Sprague,  Starkweather,  Stevens,  Steven- 
son. Stooghton  Stowell.  Sntherland.  Sypher.  Taffe, 
Washington  Townsend,  Tarner.  TynerL_  Upson, 
Yaaghan.  Waddell.  Wakeman.  Walden,  Waldron, 
Wheeler,  Whitthome.  Williams  of  Indiana.  Jere- 
miah M.  Wilson,  and  John  T.  Wil8on-142. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Adams,  Ambler,  Ames. 
Banks,  Barnnm.  Bingham,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles, 
Bright,  James  Brooks,  Benjamin  F.  Butler.  BLoder- 
ickR.  Bader.  Carroll,  William  T.  Clark,  Freeman 

Elarkci,  Cobb,  Comingo,  Critcher,  Crossland.  De 
arge,  Farwell.  Forker,  Balsey,  Havens,  Hereford, 
Holman.  Hooper.  Kellogg,  Kinsella,  Lamport. 
Lyneh,  MoCormick,  McKee.  Moore,  Morgan,  Mor- 
phis. Leonard  Myers. Packer. Peroe^aron  F.Perry. 
Piatt,  Porter.  Price.  Rainey.  Read.  Edward  T.  Rice, 
John  M.  Rice,  Robinson,  Rogers,   Rusk.  Soeley, 

ehellabargw.  Shoemaker,  Slocum.  Worthinsrton  C. 
mith.  onapp.  Snyder.  Strong.  St.  John,  Thomas, 
Tuthill,  Twichell,  Voorhees.  Wallace.  Walls,  War- 
ren. Wells,  Whiteley,  Williams  of  New  York,  and 
Wood-70. 

So  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Beattt  was  not 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
Kerr,  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  seven 
o'clock  p.  m. 

On  the  motiop  there  were — ayes  44,  noes  81. 

Mr.  KERB.     I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  81,  nays  129,  not  voting 
80;  as  follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.  Archer,  Arthur.  Beatty.  Beck. 
James  Q.  Blair.  Campbell.  Coghlan.  Crosslana,Davis, 
DuBose.  Hambleton.  Uancock.Hemdon,  Kerr.King, 
Leaoh,  McCormiok,  McNeely,  Niblaok.  Potter,  Ed- 
ward Y.  Rice,  Ritchie.  William  R.  Roberts.  Slater. 
Storm,  Swann.  Terry.Yan  Trump.  Warren.  Willard. 
and  Young— ^1. 

NAYS--Mossrs.  Ames.  Averill,  Barber.  Belh  Bev- 
eridge,  Bigbv,  Biggs.  Austin  Blair,  Braxton.  Oeorge 
M.  Brooks,  Buckley,  Buffinton.  Burohard,  Burdett, 
Caldwell,  Carroll.  Conger.  Conner,  Cotton. -Cox, 
Creely.  Crocker,  Dickey,  Donnan,  Dox,  Duell,  Dun- 
nell.  Eamee,  Eldredge,  Ely,  Farnsworth,  Farwell, 
Finkelnburg,  Charles  Foster,  Wilder  D.  Foster,  Frye, 
Oarfleld.  Oarrett.  Gets,aolladay.  Griffith,  flaldeman. 
Hale.  Handley,  flanks,  flarmer.  flarper.  George  E. 
flarris,  John  T.  flarris,  Hawley,  Hajr,  Hays,  Gorry 
W.  Haxelton,  John  W.  Uazelton.  Hibbard.  flill, 
Hoar,  flooper.  flouf  hton.  Kelley,  Kendall,  Killin- 

Ser,  Lansing,  Lewis,  Lowe,  Mamball,  Maynard. 
IcCleUand.  McCrary,  McGrew,  Mcflenry,  Mcln- 
tyre,  McJunkin,  Mercur.  Merriam,  Benjamin  F. 
Meyers,  Mitchell.  Monroe,  Morey.  Orr.   Packard, 

? aimer,  Uosea  W.  Parker.  Isaac  C.  Parker,  Peck, 
'endleton,  Aaron  F.  Perry,  Eli  Perry,  Peters. 
Poland,  Price.  Prindle.  Randall.  Ellis  H.  Roberts. 
Rogets,  Roosevelt,  Sargent,  Sawyer,  Scofield.  Ses- 
sions. Shanks.  Sheldon,  Snellabarger,  Sherwood. 
Shober.  Slocum,  Sloss,  John  A.  Smith,  R.  Milton 
Speer,  Thomas  J.  Speer,  SpragUe,  Starkweather, 
Stevens,  Stevenson,  Stoughton,  Stowell,  Washing- 
ton Townsend.  Turner.  Tyner.  Upson,  Vaughan. 
Waddell,  Wakeman.  Walden.  Wheeler.  Whit- 
thome. Williams  of  Indiana,  Williams  of  New 
York,  and  Wood— 12». 

NOT  VOTING—Messrs.  Aeker,  Adams.  Ambler, 
Banks,  Bornuui.  Barry.  Bingham,  Bird.  Boles. 
Bright.  James  Brooks.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Roder- 
ick R.  Butler,  William  T.  Clark.  Freeman  Clarke. 


Cobb.  Cobum,  Comingo,  Grebe.  Critcher.  Darral I, 
Dawes.  De  Large.  Duke,  Elliott,  Forker,  Henry  D. 
Foster,  Goodrich,  Halsey^  Havens,  Hereford.  Holman, 
Kellogg,  Ketcham.  Kmsella,  Lamison.  Iiamport, 
Lynch.  Manson,  MoKee.  McKinney,  Merrickjtf  core, 
Morgan.  Morphis.  Leonard  Myers.  Negley,  Packer. 
Perce.  Piatt.  Porter.  Rainey,  Read.  John  M.  Rice, 
Robinson,  Rusk.  Seeley,  Shoemaker,  H.  Boardman 
Smith.  Worthington  C.  Smith.Snapp.  Snyder.Strong. 
St.  John,  Sutherland.  Sypher,  Taife,  Thomas.  Dwigfit 
Townsend.  Tuthill.  Twichell,  Voorhees.  Waldron. 
Wallace,  Walls.  Wells.  Whiteley.  Jeremiah  M. 
Wilson,  JohnT.  Wilson,  and  Winohester-80. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

On  the  motion  there  were — ayes 60,  noes  97. 

Mr.  KERR.     I  call  for  tellers. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  and  Mr.  DICKEY. 
Let  us  have  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  KERR.    Are  we  not  entitled  to  tellers  ? 

The  SFEKKER  pro  tempore.  The  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  takes  precedence  of  the  call 
for  tellers. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SECK.  I  move  that  the  House  now 
adjourn;  and  on  that  motion  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  50,  nays  109,  not  voting 
81 ;  as  follows : 


bleton,  Hancock,  Iiandiey,  "Ctoorge  S.  Harris,  John 
T.  Harris.  Hay,  Herndon,  Hiboard,  Kern  King, 
Leach,  Lewis.  Lowe.  Manson.  Marshall,  McGrew, 
McHenry.  Mclntyre.  McNeely,  Merrick.  Niblack, 
Poland,  Potter,  Read,  Ritchie.  Ellis  il.  RoberU, 
Slater,  Storm.  Swann,  Terry,  Dwight  Townsend. 
Upson,  Van  Trump,  Warren,  Whitthornc,  and 
Willard-H50. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Aeker,  Averill^  Barber.  Bell, 
Beveridge,  Bigby,  Biggs,  Bird,  Austm  Blair.  George 
M.  Brooks,  Buckley,  jJnfflnton,  Burchard.  Burdett, 
Conger,  Conner,  Creely,  Crocker,  Darrali,  Dickey, 
Donnan,  Doz.  Duell.  Donnell,  Sames,  Elliott, 
Famswortb,  Charles  Foster,  Henry  D.  Foster,  Wil- 
der D.  Foster.  Frye,  Gets,  Qolladay,  Goodricb, 
Griffith.  Haldeman,  Hale,  HankS|Harper,  Hawley, 
Hays,  Gerry  W.  Haselton,  John  W.  Haselton.  Hill, 
Hoar.  Hooper,  Houghton,  Kelley,  Kendall,  Lami- 
son. Lansing,  Maynard.  McClelland,  McCormick, 
McCrary,  Mercur.  Benjamin  F.  Meyers.  Morey, 
Leonard  Myers,  Negley,  Orr,  Packard.  Palmer. 
Hosea  W.  Parker,  Isaac  C.  Parker,  Pendleton, 
Aaron  F.  Perry,  Eli  Perry,  Peters,  Price,  Prindle. 
Randall,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sargent,  Sawyer,  Sco- 
field, Sessions,  Shanks,  Sheldon,  Shellabarger, 
Sherwood.  Shober.  Slocum.  John  A.  Smith,  R. 
Milton  Speer,  Thomas  J.  Speer.  Sprague,  Stark- 
weather. Stevens.  Stevenson.  Stougbton,  Stowell, 
Sypher,  Taffe. Washington  Townsend,  Tumer.Tyner. 
Vaughan.  Wakeman,  Walden.  Waldron.  Wallace. 
Wells.  Wheeler,  Whiteley,  WUIiams  of  Indiana, 
Williams  of  New  York,  and  Jeremiah  M.  Wil- 
son—109. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Adams,  Ambler,  Ames. 
Banks.  Barnum,  Barry.  Bingham,  Boles,  James 
Brooks,  Beiuamin  F.  Butler,  Roderick  R.  Butler, 
Campbell,  Carroll,  William  T.  Clark,  Freeman 
Clarke,  Cobb.  Cobum,'  Coghlan,  Comingo,  Cotton, 
Cox,  Crebs.  Critcher,  Crossland,  Dawes.  De  Large, 
Eldredge.  Farwell,  Forker.  Garrett.  Ualsey,  Har- 
mer, Havens^  Hereford,  Holman.  Kellogg,  Ketoham. 
Rillinger.  Kinsella,  Lamport,  Lynch,  McJunkin, 
McKee.  McKinney.  Merriam,  Mitchell,  Monroe, 
Moore.  Morgan.  Morphis.  Packer.  Peck,  Perce, 
Piatt.  Porter,  Rainey,  Edward  Y.  Rice.  John  M. 
Rice.  William  R.  Roberts.  Robinson,  Rusk,  Seeley. 
Shoemaker.  Sloss,  H.  Boardman  Smith,  Worthing- 
ton C.  Smith.  Snapp,  Snyder,  Strong.  St.  John, 
Sutherland.  Thomas,  TnthiU.  Twichell,  Voorhees. 
Waddell,  Walls,  John  T.  Wilson,  Winchester.  Wood, 
and  Young-^L 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn . 

COMPTKOLLBR  OF  THB  GURRBNGT. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee 
on  Banking  and  Currency  to  report  to  the 
House  the  testimony  taken  in  investigating 
the  causes  of  failures  of  national  banks,  to- 
gether with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  com- 
mittee. And  I  am  further  instructed  by  the 
committee  to  ask  that  the  resolution  be  read, 
laid  on  the  table,  and  printed,  with  the  testi- 
mony submitted.  I  ask  no  action  on  the  reso- 
lution at  this  time. 

The  Clerk  read  the  resolution,  as  follows  : 

i?Mo/Mc(,  From  the  eyidenoe  taken  thus  far 
before  the  Committee  on  Banking  and  Currency  in 
regard  to  the  failures  of  national  banks,  it  is  the 
judgment  of  the  committee  that  thesuccessful  man- 


agement of  the  Currency  BurM^a  reanires  aehaage 
in  the  officer  at  the  head  of  that  department. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  ask 
if  that  is  the  unanimous  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Banking  and  X^nrrency  7 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetta.  It  is  not 
a  unanimous  report. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  will  state  the.  rote  on  the 
resolution  in  committee  if  he  statea  anything. 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  wish 
to  draw  out  in  detail  the  proceedings  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  He  should  state  all  if  he 
states  any. 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  object  to  the  reception  of  the 
renort. 

Mr.  MATNARD.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  propose  to  have  action  on  the 
resolution  now  ? 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachnsetta.     I  do  not 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  my  colleague. 

The  SPEAKER.  Obiectton  being  made  to 
the  reception  of  the  i^solution,  it  is  not  before 
the  House. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  understand 
the  objection  is  withdrawn. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  the 
reception  of  the  report  ? 

Mr.  BIRD.     I  withdraw  my  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  further 
objection,  the  resolution  is  now  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  wish  to  inquire  if  the  com- 
mittee arrived  at  this  resolution  after  giving 
the  Comptroller  notice  of  what  they  were 
doing,  so  that  he  could  have  an  opportunity  to 
be  heard  before  this  report  was  made? 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachnsetta.  I  do  not 
know  how  far  it  is  proper  to  report  to  the 
House  what  occurreo  in  committee.  I  have 
reported  the  resolution  by  direction  of  the 
committee,  and  the  rules  of  the  House  forbid 
me  from  going  into  any  detailed  statement  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  committee- room. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  ask  that,  bat  only 
whether  the  Comptroller  had  notice  and  oppor- 
tunity to  be  heard  in  hia  defense  ? 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  He  has 
not  had  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  his  own 
behalf. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Do  I  understand  my  col- 
league to  say  that  the  Comptroller  has  not  had 
opportunity  to  appear? 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  He  has 
been  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  And  heard  every  word 
of  the  testimony. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachnsetts.  But  he 
never  had  opportunity  to  reply  or  address  the 
committee  in  his  own  behalL 

Mr.  DA  WES.  Then  I  understand  he  never 
had  opportunity  to  reply  or  address  the  com- 
mittee in  his  own  behalf? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  He  was  present  at  eyery 
meeting  he  ought  to  have  been  at. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
that  the  resolution,  with  the  accompanying 
testimony,  be  laid  upon  the  table  and  orderea 
to  be  printed,  to  come  before  the  Honae  for 
future  action. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  And  to  be  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetle.  No,  I  do 
not  wish  it  recommitted. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hooper,  of  Massachn- 
setts, was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  accord- 
ingly the  House  (at  four  o'clock  and  fifteen 
minutes  p.  m.)  adjourned. 

PCTITI0N8,  RTC. 

The  following  petitions,  Ac,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  ARTHUR:  The  peiition  of  H.  C 
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Kirk  and  646  opermiiTes  in  tobaooo  manofac- 
tories  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  respectfully  and 
earnestly  inviting  the  attention  of  Congress  to 
the  grievous  emoarrassments  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  tobacco,  and  urging  immediate  action 
to  fix  the  rate  of  taxation,  &c. 

By  Mr.  BECK :  The  petition  of  A.  G.  Bloom, 
of  Lexington,  Kentucky,  nraying  an  allow- 
ance of  pay  as  major  in  tne  cavalry  service 
of  the  United  States  from  the  24th  day  of 
January,  1864,  till  November  Ij  1864,  together 
with  papers  supporting  the  petition. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Dr.  Henry  B.  Long, 
of  Harrodsbnrg,  Kentacky,  praying  an  increase 
«of  pension  as  a  surgeon  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  in  consequence  of  total  dis- 
ability inearred  in  the  service. 

By  Mr.  BBAXTON :  The  petition  of  Sam- 
uel 0.  Bagot,  askine  payment  for  rent  of 
property  situated  in  Alexandria,  Virginia,  and 
occupied  by  the  United  States  troops  during 
the  war. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Matilda  Bamett 
and  odiers,  heirs  of  Lieatenant  James  Barnett, 
asking  a  pension. 

Also,  thc^  petition  of  William  F.  Botte,  ask- 
ing to  have  his  political  disabilities  removed. 

By  Mr.  CONNER :  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  the  cit;|r  of  Jefferson,  Texas,  prayine  an 
appropriation  for  the  improvement  of  the 
navigation  of  Cyprus  bayou  and  oontigaons 
lalces. 

By  Mr.  COX :  The  petition  of  Samuel  Schaf- 
fer«  of  New  York  city,  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  JSAMBSt  The  petition  of  Jacob 
.  Duonell  and  others,  residents  of  Pawtucket, 
North  Providence,  and  Lincoln,  in  the  State 
of  Bhode  Island,  for  an  appropriation  for 
the  purchase  of  a  centrally  located  site  and 
the  erection  thereon  of  a  building  for  a  post 
office. 

Bj  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan :  The  remon- 
strance of  T.  Jaoobs  and  48  others,  against  any 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  abridging  in 
aov  respect  religions  liberty. 

By  Mr.  HILL:  The  petition  of  Catharine 
Campbell,  guardian,  asking  pension  for  the 
children  of  John  Thompson. 

By  Mr.  HOLMAN:  The  petition  of  276 
citizens  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Ohio,  and  Iowa, 
prajing  the  passage  of  a  law  to  prevent  the 
further  absorption  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  by  railroads  or  other  corpora- 
tions, and  to  set  apart  forever  for  the  ezdn- 
fiive  use  of  actual  settlers  the  residue  of  the 
public  domain. 

By  Mr.  PENDLETON:  The  petition  of 
Samuel  Bailey,  Benjamin  Fincn,  and  80 
others,  merdiants  of  the  city  of  Newport, 
Rhode  Island,  asking  that  a  suitable  light-. 
.  house  may  be  erected  on  the  southeasterly 
point  of  Block  Island,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island. 

By  Mr.  SAWYER:  The  petition  of  H.  W. 
Mever  and  G.  A.  Selbach,  proprietors  of  the 
Volksfreund,  a  paper  pablisned  at  Appleton, 
Wisconsin,  asking  the  removal  of  the  tariff  on 
type. 

By  Mr.  8L0CUM :  The  petition  of  Ursula 
Merhmann,  for  arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  SWANN :  The  petition  of  Enoch 
Bnrnham,  praying  a  pension. 

By  Mr^  UPSON:  The  petition  of  Frank 
Adams  and  120  others,  citizens  of  Middleburg, 
Summit  county,  Ohio,  eopaged  in  the  manu- 
fiicture  of  stoneware,  drain  and  sewer' pipes, 
and  other  wares  of  clay,  against  a  reduction 
of  duties,  and  for  certain  specific  duties  on 
earthenware  or  stoneware. 

By  Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio :  The  petition  of 
^  workers  in  pig  metal  and  citizens  of  Scioto 
county,  Ohio,  remonstrating  a|;ainst  any  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  on  such  articles  as  are  sue* 
cessfnlly  produced  in  this  country,  and  praying 
for  the  repoal  of  all  duties  on  tea  and  coffee, 
and  that  all  duties  shall  be  so  adjusted  as  to 
encourage  and  defend  eveiy  home  industry, 
and  fosler  the  honor  and  interests  of  American 
Jabor. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  March  27,  1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  McCaulsy,  of  Waahr 
ington,  District  of  Columbia. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  Jour- 
nal of  yesterday*  s  proceedings. 

Mr.  fiO  WE.  The  morning  hour  is  so  muoh 
occupied  now  that  I  move,  unless  some  Sen- 
ator wishes  to  hear  the  Journal,  that  its  far- 
ther reading  be  diepensed  with. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unan- 
imous consent.  The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 
tion, and  the  further  reading  of  the  Journal 
will  be  dispensed  with. 

ST.  OROIX  AND  SUPSRIOR  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  do  pot  wish  to  interfere 
with  the  regular  mornittg  business,  but  I  de- 
sire to  take  from  the  table  Senate  bill  No.  666, 
which  came  from  the  House  some  days  since 
with  an  amendment,  in  order  that  we  may 
have  action  upon  that  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  asks  unanimous  consent  to  take 
from  the  table  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  to  the  bill  in  regard  to  the 
St.  Croix  and  Bayfield  road,  stating  that  he 
will  give  way  to  the  morning  business  if  it 
should  be  taken  from  the  table,  as.  he  desires 
action  upon  it  if  possible  to-day. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  suppose  the  Senator 
merely  desires  to  send  it  to  a  committee  of 
conference 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  demand  has 
been  made,  howeyer,  that  the  vote  be  first 
taken  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Is  there  objection 
to  taking  up  this  bill,  subject  to  the  morning 
business?  The  Chair  hears  none,  and  it  will 
be  in  order  after  the  morning  business  shall 
have  been  disposed  of. 

HOUSE  BILLS  RBFBRRED. 

The  following  bills  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  were  read  twice  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  869)  to  change  the  time 
for  holdine  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  Unitea  States  for  the  western  district  of 
Wisconsin  at  La  Crosse ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1688)  to  change  the  time 
for  holding  the  spring  term  of  the  United 
Statee  circuit  and  district  courts  at  Harrison- 
bui^g,  Virginia;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  £046)  for  the  relief  of 
Theodore  Adsima. 

The  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  117)  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  a  colossal  statue  of  the 
late  Admiral  Farragut  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds. 

P0ROHA8gM  OF  LOTS  AT  HARPBR's  FBRRT. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  present 
the  petition  of  M.  L.  Cockrefl  and  eighty-seven 
others,  of  Harper's  Ferry,  West  Virginia,  pray- 
ing for  the  passage  of  Senate  bill  No.  67 ;  and 
I  desire  to  appeal  to  the  Senate  to  take  up  that 
bill  and  pass  it  this  morning. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Let  me  ask  my  friend  from 
West  Virginia  is  his  bill  likely  to  lead  to  any 
debate  whatever  7 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  No,  sir,  I 
think  not.  If  it  does,  I  will  withdraw  it.  It 
was  introduced  by  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  is  reported  from 
that  committee.  I  think  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion whatever  to  it.  There  are  one  or  two 
amendments  to  be  offered,  but  they  have  been 
agreed  upon,  and  will  give  rise  to  no  objection 
or  debate. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  67)  for  the  relief  of  the 
purchasers  of  lots  and  houses  and  lots  sold  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  *'An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands,  tenements, 
and  water  privileges  belonging  to  the  Unitea 
States  at  and  near  Harper's  Ferry,  in  the 


county  of  Jefferson,  West  Vii^inta,"  approved 
December  16,  1868.  It  authorizes  the  Secre* 
tary  of  War  to  postpone,  during  such  time  as 
he  shall  deem  reasonable,  not  exceeding  five 
years,  the  enforced  collection  of  the  purchase- 
money  due  or  to  become  due  from  the  pur- 
chaser or  purchasers  of  the  lots,  or  houses  and 
lots,  not  embracing  water  privileges,  sold  by 
virtue  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  '*An  act 
providing  for  the  sale  of  the  lands,  tenements, 
and  water  privileges  belonging  to  the  United 
States  at  and  near  Harper's  Ferry,  in  the 
county  of  Jefferson,  West  Virginia,"  approved 
December  16,  1868. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  move  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  ''five"  and 
inserting  '*  three :"  so  that  the  postponement 
shall  not  exceed  tnree  years. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senato  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  This  is  a  bill  that  ought 
to  pass,  and  if  it  needs  any  explanation  I  will 
give  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  appears 
to  be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  have  an  amendment 
which  I  desire  to  offer.  There  are  some  pur- 
chasers of  property  there  who  are  unable  to 
pay  for  it  at  all.  The  Secretary  of  War  has 
no  authority  to  take  back  the  property  or  make 
a  compromise  or  anything  of  tnat  sort.  My 
amendment  is  simply  to  authorize  him  to  take 
the  property  that  may  be  surrendered  and 
resell  it.  It  is  to  insert  as  an  additional  sec- 
tion the  following : 

That  if  any*  of  the  purohMen  of  the  property  at 
or  near  Harper's  Ferry,  West  Virginia,  sold  pur- 
suant to  the  provisions  of  the  aot  aforesaid,  desire  to 
surrender  sach  property  and  to  oancei  the  contract 
of  sales,  therefore  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby 
authorised,  if  ia  his  jadsment  it  is  advisable  to  do 
so,  to  accept  snefa  surrender  and  cancel  soch  con- 
tract ;  and  the  said  Secretary  is  hereby  directed  and 
required,  as  soon  after  sucn  surrender  as  practi- 
cable, to  proceed  to  sell  the  property  so  surrendered, 
and  any  other  real  property  of  the  United  States,  in 

End  near  said  Harper  s  Ferry,  that  may  not  have 
cen  heretofore  sold,  requiring  the  purchasers  to 
pay  one  third  of  the  price  ayreedl  upon  at  the  time 
of  the  sale,  and  the  residue  la  equal  inaiallments  in 
one  and  two  years  with  interest,  and  to  give  bonds 
payable  to  the  United  States  with  good  personal 
security  to  secure  the  payment  of  such  deferred' 
installments. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRBSIDBNT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator propose  to  name  the  rate  of  interest — five 
or  six  per  cent.  ? 

Mr.  BOREMAN.    Six  per  cent,  interests 

The  VICE  PRBSIDENT.  The  amendment 
will  be  so  modified. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

PBTITIONS  AND  MBMORIALS. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented,  the  peUtion  of 
John  H.  Stevenson  and  H.  W.  Wetherell.  of 
New  York  city,  asking  Congress  to  give  tnem 
and  others  the  right  and  privilege  to  open  and 
work  an  iron  mine  situated  on  Government 
land  at  West  Point,  New  York ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland,  presented 
a  petition  of  citizens  of  Maryland,  late  soldiers 
ot*the  Army  of  the  United  States,  praying 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  giving  to  all  soldiers, 
sailors,  and  marines  who  had  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  $8  83}  per  month 
for  the  entire  time  served,  deducting  all  Oov- 
ernment  bounty  heretofore  paid  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  W. 
Hoffman,  late  collector  tor  the  port  of  Balti- 
more, praying  relief  for  loss  sustained  by  the 
embezzlement  of  a  clerk  iu  his  office ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  Sprecher 
&  Rowland,  prayin|[  to  be  refunded  moneys 
alleged  to  have  been  improperly  collected  from 
them ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 
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Mr.  WRTGHT  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  the  (Jnited  States,  praying  for  the 
prohibition  of  the  manufacture,  importation, 
and  sale  of  all  intoxicating  liquors  to  be  used 
as  a  beverage;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
sens  of  the  United  States,  residing  in  Utica, 
Laselle  county,  Illinois,  remonstrating  against 
the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  on  earthen- 
ware and  stoneware ;  also  praying  the  enact- 
ment of  a  law  imposing  a  specific  duty  of  seven 
dollars  per  ton  on  aU  foreign  earthenware, 
stoneware,  clay  drain  or  sewer* pipes,  and 
chimney-flues,  and  a  dnty  of  nine  dollars  per 
ton  on  the  bends,  branches,  and  other  fittings 
of  snch  pipes  and  flues,  and  a  duty  of  ten  dol- 
lars per  ton  on  all  foreign  clav  chimney-tops ; 
whicn  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  the  memorial  of 
J.  W.  Parker  and  others,  asking  that  an  act 
be  passed  authorizing  the  settlement  and  pay- 
ment of  their  claims  for  pillage  by  Chinese 
subjects  out  of  the  Chinese  indemnity  fund ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  praymg  the  establishment 
of  a  chair  of  dental  surgery  at  the  Military 
Academy  at  West  Point  j  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FRBLINGHUYSEN  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  New  Jersey,  late  solaiers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  prayins 
legislation  to  gife  all  soldiers,  sailors,  ana 
marines  who  served  honorably  and  were  dis- 
charged after  such  service,  and  their  heirs,  if 
deceased,  $8  88^  per  month  For  the  time 
served,  deducting  Government  bounty  hereto- 
fore paid ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

FORT  KKARNBY  MILITARY  BB8BRVATI0N. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  (S.  No.  829)  granting  the  Fort 
Kearney  military  reservation  to  the  State  of 
Nebraska,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Ne- 
braska State  deaf  and  dumb  and  insane  asy- 
lums, to  report  it  back  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  should  like  to  have 
that  bill  put  on  its  passage  now. 

Mr.  WILSON.     It  is  verybrief. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  It  wiU  take  but  a 
moment. 

Mr.  HOWE.  If  it  does  not  occupy  any 
time  I  will  yield. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  proposes  to  grant  the  Fort 
Kearney  military  reservation,  in  the  State  of 
Nebraska,  to  that  State  for  the  sole  use  and 
benefit,  in  equal  parts  aud  proportions,  of  the 
Nebraska  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
and  the  Nebraska  State  Insane  Asylum ;  but 
if  any  portion  of  the  reservation  shall  be  sold 
or  disposed  of  by  the  State,  the  proceeds  aris- 
ing from  such  sale  are  to  be  invested  by  the 
treasurer  of  the  State  in  United  States  bonds, 
which  bonds  are  to  be  deposited  in  the  treas- 
ury of  the  State,  and  the  interest  thereon  paid, 
as  received  from  the  United  States,  by  the 
treasurer  to  the  institutions  in  equal  parts, 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  know  how 
much  land  there  is  in  that  reservation  ? 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  Ten  square  miles— ten 
sections. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  afler  this  grant  is  made 
to  the  State  of  Neoraska  there  will  be  no 
objection  on  the  part  of  any  Senator  to  leas- 
ing or  allowing  the  city  of  San  Francisco  the 
use  of  another  reservation  for  the  purpose  of 
a  park. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

FRfiDBRICK  A.  GARUOK. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  497 j 


granting  a  pension  to  Frederick  A.  Garlick. 
of  Cortland  county.  New  York,  have  directed 
me  to  report  it  back  with  an  amendment,  and 
to  ask  for  its  immediate  consideration. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  will  not  object  if  it  does  not 
take  any  time. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  place  the  name  of  Frederick  A. 
Garlick,  of  Cortland  county,  New  York,  upon 
the  pension-roll,  at  the  rate  of  fifteen  dollars 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  18th  of  Mav, 
1871,  the  date  of  the  amputation  of  his  limb. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions was  to  strike  out  in  lines  six,  seven,  and 
eight  the  words,  ^^on  the  18th  day  of  May, 
1871,  the  date  of  the  amputation  of  his  limb,'' 
and  to  insert  ''from  the  passage  of  this  act." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  It 
was  ordered  that  the  amendment  be  engrossed 
and  the  biU  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

WILLIAM  H.  BRIDGES. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  am  also  directed  by  the 
same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  712)  granting  a  pension  to  Wil- 
liam H.  Bridges,  to  report  it  back  without 
amendment,  and  to  ask  for  its  present  consid- 
eration. There  is  a  report  accompanying  it. 
I  would  state  the  reasons  for  it,  if  it  were  not 
that  I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  the 
Senate.  If  anybody  'desires  to  hear  them  I 
will  state  them.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  con- 
sidered now. 

There  beine  no  obiection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  oi  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  proposes  to  direct  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  to  j)lace  on  the  pension- 
roll,  subject  to  the  provisions  and  limitations 
of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of  William  H. 
Bridges,  late  a  private  in  company  A,  four- 
teenth Indiana  volunteers,  and  to  pay  him  a 
pension  from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

RKP0RT8  07  COMMITTBlfiS. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  888)  to  provide  that  minors  shall 
not  be  enlisted  in  tne  military  service  of  the 
United  States  without  the  consent  of  parents 
or  guardians,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1803)  to  amend 
the  first  section  of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to 
provide  for  the  disposition  of  useless  military 
reservations,''  approved  February  24,  1871, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  SCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Francis 
A.  Gibbons,  praying  compensation  for  the 
construction  of  a  building  for  the  use  of  the 
Agricultural  Department,  reported  a  bill  (S. 
No.  873)  for  the  relief  of  Francis  A.  Gibbons; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  James  D. 
Greene,  and  also  a  bill  (S.  No.  398)  for  the 
relief  of  James  D.  Greene,  have  instructed  me 
to  report  that  under  the  terms  of  a  letter  of 
General  E.  D.  Townsend  of  May  26,  1870, 
from  the  Adjutant  General's  office,  the  relief 
prayed  for  can  be  had  by  the  petitioner  with- 
out further  legislation.  We  ao  not  wish  to 
make  this  an  adverse  report  against  the  claim, 
and  therefore  we  report  it  back  recommend- 
ing that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  both  the  petition  and 
the  bill,  and  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  papers. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 


to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  96)  for 
the  relief  of  Cowan  &  Dickinson,  of  Kooxville, 
Tennessee,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  160)  relative  to 
claims  of  certain  northern  creditors,  reported 
it  with  amendments,  and  submitted  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WEST,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill  (b. 
No.  569)  for  the  relief  of  Californiaand  Nevada 
veteran  volunteers,  honorably  discharged  at 
points  distant  from  that  of  original  enlistment, 
reported  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  Inasmuch  aa  m  bill  I  had^ 
before  the  Senate  containing  nine  lines  was* 
read  a  few  mornings  since  and  objected  to  by 
the  Senator  from  Nevada,  [Mr.  STSWAkT,] 
who  I  think  will  withdraw  his  objection  now, 
I  ask  that  that  bill  be  considered,  and  I  ask 
that  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  be  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate,  by 
unanimous  consent,  have  given  what  remains 
of  the  morning  hour  to  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in 
regard  to  the  St.  Croix  and  Bayfield  road, 
upon  which  he  desired  to  have  the  action  of 
the  Senate  to-day  if  possible.  If  he  does  not 
yield,  the  Chair  cannot  ask  unanimoos  con- 
sent  DoestheSenator  from  Wisconsin  object 
or  not  7 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana  will  withdraw  his  application. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  withdraw  it  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  POOL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
798)  to  amend  an  act  approved  February  2S» 
1871,  amending  an  actapproved  May  81, 1870, 
entitled  '*An  act  to  enforce  the  rights  of  cit- 
izens of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the  sev- 
eral States  of  this  Union,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'' reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  695)  to  extend 
the  right  of  citizenship  to  certain  persons  bom 
within  the  territory  of  Oregon  previooa  to  the 
year  1846,  reported  it  with  an  amendment, 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  VermonL  I  am  di- 
rected by  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  report 
back  a  petition  of  importers  and  merchants 
of  New  York  and  Boston,  praying  for  the  pas- 
sage of  a  bill  to  refund  certain  duties  paid  on 
Russia  hemp  under  the  act  of  August  6, 1861, 
in  violation  of  treaty  stipulations  Mtween  Ros- . 
sia  and  the  Unittid  States,  and  to  ask  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration thereof,  that  it  be  indeSnitely  post- 
poned, and  that  the  report  be  printed. 

\Lt.  FENTON.  Speaking  for  the  minority 
of  the  committee,  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
[Mr.  Batard]  and  myself,  who  entertain  some 
views  differing  from  those  expressed  in  the 
report  submitted  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont from  the  majority  of  the  committee,  I 
desire  to  give  notice  of  an  intention  to  submit 
our  views  in  the  form  of  a  report  hereafWr, 
and  hope  that  privilege  may  be  aQcotded  by 
the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  report  of 
the  majority  will  be  printed,  and  the  Senatsr 
from  New  York,  representing  the, minority, 
desires  to  present  the  views  of  the  minority 
hereafler  and  that  they  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  hope  that 
will  be  allowed  if  they  desire  it.* 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection,  and  that  order  will  be  made. 

TUOafAS  D.  YALBNTINB. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1024)  for  the 
relief  of  Thomas  B.  Valentine,  to  report  it 
back  without  amendment,  and  I  ask  for  its 
present  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Delaware  again  reports  the  bill  reported  by 
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him  yesterday,  which  was  objected  to  then, 
and  asks  for  its  present  consideration. 

Mr.  BAYAHD.  A  single  objection  to  its 
consideration  was  made  by  tbe  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Harlah.I  He  has  since 
that  time  examined  the  bill  and  withdrawn  his 
objection. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  will  not  object  upon  the 
same  condition  as  in  the  other  cases,  that  the 
bill  shall  not  gire  rise  to  debate. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bill.  It  requires  the  ninth  circuit  court  of  (he 
United  States,  of  California,  to  hear  and  decide 
upon  the  merits,  the  claim  of  Thomas  B.  Val- 
entine, claiming  title,  under  a  Mexican  grant 
to  Juan  Miranda,  to  a  place  called  the  Rancho 
Arroyo  de  San  Antonio,  situate  in  the  county 
of  Sonoma,  California,  in  the  same  manner 
and  with  the  same  jurisdiction  as  if  the  claim 
bad  been  duly  presented  to  the  board  of  land 
commissioners  under  the  provisions  of  the  act 
entitled  '*An  act  to  ascertain  and  settle  the 
private  land  claims  in  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia," approved  March  8,  1851,  apd  an  appeal 
had  been  duly  taken  from  their  decision  to  the 
district  court  of  California  by  Valentine.  On 
the  hearing  the  testimony  heretofore  taken  be- 
fore tbe  board  of  commissioners  in  relation  to 
the  claim  on  behalf  of  the  claimant,  or  of  tbe 
United  States,  may  be  read,  subject  to  all  just 
exceptions  to  its  competency;  and  additional 
testimony,  on  either  part,  may  betaken,  under 
thp  order  and  direction  of  the  circuit  court,  as 
to  the  validity  and  extent  of  the  claim.  An 
appeal  may  be  taken  from  the  final  decis- 
ion and  decree  of  the  said  circuit  court  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  by  either 
party,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
the  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  March  8,  1851. 
within  six  months  after  the  rendition  of  such 
final  decision ;  and  a  decree  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  in  favor  of  the  claim,  is 
not  to  affect  anv  adverse  right  or  title  to  the 
lands  described  in  the  decree ;  but  in  lieu 
thereof  the  claimant,  or  his  legal  representa- 
tives, may  select,  and  is  to  be  allowed,  patents 
for  an  equal  quantity  of  the  unoccupied  and 
unappropriated  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  not  mineral,  and  in  tracts  not  less  than 
the  subdivisions  provided  for  in  the  United 
States  land  laws,  and,  if  unsurveyed  when 
taken,  to  conform,  when  surveyed,  to  the  gen- 
eral system  of  United  States  land  surveys: 
and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  under  tbe  direction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  is  authorized  to  issue  scrip, 
in  legal  subdivisions,  to  Valentine,  or  his  legal 
representatives,  in  accordance  with  the  pro 
visions  of  this  act ;  but  no  decree  in  favor  of 
Valentine  is  to  be  executed  nor  be  of  any  for^e 
or  effect  against  any  person  or  persons;  nor 
is  land  scrip  or  patents  to  issue  as  hereinbe- 
fore provided,  unless  Valentine  shall  first  exe- 
cute and  deliver  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  a  deed  conveying  to  the 
United  States  all  his  right,  title,  and  interest 
to  the  lands  covered  by  tbe  Miranda  grant. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILLS  INT&ODUCKB. 

Mr.  LOQAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous  eon- 
sent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
874)  to  incorporate  the  National  Union  Sol- 
diers' and  Sailors'  Orphan  Industrial  Training 
School  Association ;  #hich  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KAMSBY.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  introduce  a  bill  without  previous  notice  for 
tbe  relief  of  J.  &  O.  M.  Daily,  and  move  its 
xeterence  tothe  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
states  thai  a  bill  on  the  same  subject  was 
reported  by  the  Committee  oo  Indian  Affairs 
yesterday. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     Then  I  withdraw  Ihe  bill. 


Mr.  WRIGHT  asked,  and  by  unanimooscon- 
sent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
876)  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 
public  lands;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SAWYER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  876)  to  authorize  the  building  of  a  light- 
house on  Hunting  Island,  South  Carolina; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed 

Mr.  CALDWELL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  877)  to  create  an  additional  land  district 
in  the  State  of  Kansas ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDBR  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  STEWART.     I  move  that  tbe  Senate 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
fo.  ^22.  It  is  a  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  to  provide  for  the  sale 
of  the  lands  of  the  Uoitea  States  containing 
coal. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  There  is  a  bill  now 
before  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  require 
unanimous  consent,  as  the  Senate  have  already 
by  unanimous  consent  given  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  the  right  to  call  up  the  St.  Croix 
and  Bayfield  bill,  subject  only  to  the  morning 
business.  He  has  yielded  to  several  other  bills 
which  were  taken  up  by  unanimous  consent, 
but  stated  that  he  could  not  give  way  to  any 
others  this  morning.  If  there  are  no  other 
bills  or  resolutions,  that  bill  is  now  before  the 
Senate. 

BXPBK8B8  or  ARMS  COHHITTBB. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  a  resolution  to  offer. 
There  is  a  necessity  for  its  passage,  and  I 
imagine  it  will  incur  no  opposition  : 

Retolved^  That  the  earn  of  $5,000,  or  so  mooh 
th*^reof  as  may  be  necessary  for  tbe  expenses  of  tbe 
committee  to  inqiaire  into  tbe  sales  of  ordnanne 
stores  for  the  year  ending  1871,  is  hereby  directed  to 
be  paid  oat  of  the  coDtingeDt  fund  of  tbe  Senate, 
under  the  order  of  the  chairman  of  said  commit- 
tee, the  vouobers  therefor  to  be  approved  by  the 
Committee  to  Aadit  and  Control  the  Contincent 
Expenses  of  the  Senate. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  connider  the  resolution. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  being  an 
appropriation  out  of  the  contingent  fund,  it 
must  be  treated  tbe  same  as  a  bill. 

The  resolution  was  read  three  times,  and 
passed. 

ST.  OaOIX  AND  8UPBRI0R  RAILROAD. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
(S.  No.  665)  to  extend  the  time  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  to  complete  a  road  from  Lake 
St  Croix  to  Lake  Superior  is  now  before  the 
Senate.  The  Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr.  Pom • 
erot]  withdraws  his  motion  to  amend  the 
House  amendment,  and  the  question  recurs  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Shermak]  to  concur  in  the  House  amendmenti 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  in  front  of  the  Chair 
[Mr.  Carpenter]  having  previously  moved 
nou'concurrence  and  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  conference,  or  whicb|  however, 
the  motion  to  concur  has  priori tv.  The  first 
question  is  upon  concurrence  with  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Does  any  Senator  desire 
the  amendment  of  the  House  to  be  again 
reported? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  should  like  to  hear  it 
read  again. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  of 
the  House  of  Representatives!  which  was  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clausci  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

That  all  the  lands  which  were  Eranted  by  Con- 

gress,  in  tbe  year  18S6,  and  the  year  ISM,  to  tbe 
tate  of  Wisconsin*  to  aid  in  tbe  ooDStraotion  of 
a  railroad  from  St.  Croix  nver  or  lake  to  Lake 
Bttperior,  with  a  branch  road  to  Bayfield,  the  said 


irant  faavloff  expired  b^  limitation,  be,  and  hereby 
are,  forfeited  to  the  United  States,  and  shall  hence- 
forward be  subject  to  homestead  entry  and  oetile- 
ment,  ander  the  act  of  CoDEress  approved  M»y  20, 
1862,  to  seoare  homesteads  to  actual  settlers  on  the 
public  domain,  and  shall  be  disposed  of  accordina 
to  the  provisioDS  of  said  act.  But  no  part  of  said 
lands  shall  be  selected  by  or  inure  to  the  benefit  of 
any  railroad  company  under  any  assumed  srant 
from  the  United  States ;  and  said  landMare  exprestdy 
reserved  for  the  benefit  of  actual  settlers  under  the 
provisions  of  said  homestead  act :  Provided,  Tbat 
no  land  embraced  in  the  grant  to  the  St.  Croix  RaiU 
road  Couipan/  shall,  in  any  case,  revert  to  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railway  Company;  and  all  acts, 
or  parts  of  acts,  inconsistent  With  this  provision, 
are  hereby  repealed.    . 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  ask  to  have  read  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas, 
which  he  announces  this  morning  tbat  he 
withdraws. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Kansas  did  not  send  it  up  at  the  time. 
He  proposed  it  verballv. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  amendment  which 
I  suggested  the  other  day  was  an  amendment 
tbat  would  provide  for  the  aoloal  settlers  who 
had  paid  for  land  on  the  line  of  this  proposed 
road  $2  60  an  acre,  and  tbe  Government  had 
received  tbeir  money.  My  amendment  was 
that  they  should  be  reimbursed  iheir  money,  or. 
at  their  option,  have  another  piece  of  lana 
of  eighty  acres,  so  that  they  should  not  be  in* 
jured  by  not  having  the  railroad.  They  have 
gone  on  to  these  lands  with  a  view  to  having 
a  railroad.  The  Government  having  with- 
drawn them  from  market,  and  sold  the  even 
sections  at  $2  60,  of  course  it  is  a  great  wronff 
and  outrage  to  those  men  if  tbey  are  deprived 
"Of  the  roiui  and  have  to  pay  double  price  for 
their  land.  My  amendment  was  to  make  it 
equal  for  those  men  by  either  refunding  one 
half  their  money  or  adding  eighty  acres  to  tbeir 
homesteads.  1  thought  Uiat  was  the  fair  thing 
to  do. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  learn  that  there  are 
very  few  men  who  have  settled  on  this  land.  I 
learn  from  credible  persons  that  the  land  is 
worth  from  ten  to  twenty-five  dollars  an  aere 
for  the  timber  alone.  Hence,  these  persons 
are  not  hurt  if  they  gave  only  $2  60  for  the 
land,  and  I  would  almost  guarantee  to  say 
that  I  would  give  ten  dollars  an  aere  for  the 
land  myself  to  those  who  have  bought  it  at 
$2  60.  So  tbey  cannot  be  badly  hurt  if  they 
gave  only  $2  60  an  acre,  and  the  land  is  worth 
from  ten  to  twenty-five  dollars. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  merely  wish  to  suggest  that 
the  Senator  from  Minnesota,  [Mr.  Windom,] 
who  is  absenti  being  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee, said  to  me  yesterday  that  he  was  very 
desirous  when  this  bill  came  up  to  say  some- 
thing in  reference  to  it.  He  was  desirous  tbat 
the  bill  should  not  be  disposed  of  until  he  could 
have  an  opportunity  of  saying  what  he  had  to 
say.  I  understand  he  is  friendly  to  tbQ  Sen- 
ate bill.  He  said  this  to  me,  and  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  mention  it  to  the  friends  of  the  bill  ? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Kansas 
if  these  lands  are  not  within  the  limits  of  the 
land  grant  to  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad  ? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  My  understanding  is  that 
a  portion  of  them  are,  the  north«>m  portion. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Would  not  that  fact  enhance 
the  price  of  those  lands  to  $2  60  an  acre? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  would.  The  northern 
portion  of  this  ^rant,  according  to  my  under- 
standing, is  within  the  limits  of  the  grant  made 
to  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad:  but  tbe 
northern  portion  of  these  lands  has  not  been 
settled  upon,  because  that  was  tbe  remote 
portion.  Tbe  southern  portion  of  this  grant 
has  been  settled  upon.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  is  mistaken  in  saying  there  are 
only  a  few  settlements.  My  information  from 
the  Department  is  tbat  there  are  a  large  num- 
ber of  them  ;  but  no  matter  for  that,  if  tbere 
is  only  one  1  would  protect  tbe  poorest  and 
weakest.  We  have  not  any  right  to  legislate 
against  the  very  poorest  and  weakest  man  in 
Wisconsin  or  any  other  State.  1  shall  insist 
that  he  shall  have  his  money  back  if  he  haa 
paid  $2  60  and  does  not  get  any  railroad. 
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Mr.  ROBERTSON.  He  will  not  give  ap 
bifl  land  for  $2  60  an  acre. 

Mr.  HOWE.^  Ab  I  anderstaDcl,  the  amend- 
ment about  which  Senators  are  talkin|;  i$  not 
before  the  Senate.  The  simple  qnestion  now 
ifl,  will  the  Senate  concar  in  the  amendment 
made  by  the  Hoase  of  Representative!  or 
not? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  the 
question.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  rose  to 
make  a  sunestion,  but  the  Chair  did  not 
understand  him  to  make  a  motion. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota, being  on  the  committee  and  taking  some 
interest  in  this  bill,  said  to  me  yesterday  that 
'he  was  going  away,  and  desired  to  make  some 
remarks  in  reference  to  this  bill.  I  felt  it  my 
duty  to  su^^est  to  the  friends  of  the  bill  that 
he  was  desirious  of  having  an  opportunity  to 
say  something  in  reference  to  the  bill  when  it 
came  up. 

The  VICE  JPRESIDENT  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  did  not  make  any  motion  on  this 
subject? 

Mr.  LOOAN.  I  made  no  motion ;  I  merely 
made  that  suggestion  to  Senators. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  think  1  know  the  opinions 
of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  so  wen  as  to 
feel  quite  confident  that  he  would  be  better 
satisfied  with  having  the  Senate  order  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  than  he  would  by  having 
a  postponement.  I  am  pretty  clear  upon  that 
point;  and  now  I  just  want  to  say  in  ten 
words  to  the  Senate  that,  whatever  may  be 
their  ultimate  decision  on  this  bill,  I  hope 
they  will  not  concur  in  the  amendment  made  bv ' 
the  House  of  Representatives,  because  i  think 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  and  every  Senator  will 
agree  that  the  amendment  does  a  great  wrong 
to  the  State  of  Wisconsia.  If  you  cannotdo 
that  State  any  good,  do  not  do  it  any  harm. 
Yon  have  nothing  against  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin ;  it  is  a  clever  community  of  men ;  it  has 
not  hurt  yon  any.  This  does  them  a  great 
wrong.  If  yon  cannot  allow  a  railway  to  be 
built  over  that  forest,  do  not  tie  up  the  land, 
do  not  withdraw  it  from  market,  do  not  with- 
hold it  from  settlement  until  people  go  one  by 
one  and  take  up  the  lands  tor  actiud  settle- 
ment and  occupation. 

I  hope,  therefore,  without  |foing  over  this 
ground  at  all,  that  the  Senat^wiU  not  concur  in 
the  amendment.  There  are  many  other  rea^ 
sons  which  might  be  urged.  I  only  say  one 
thinff,  that  it  does  a  great  wrong  to  the  State 
of  Wisconnn.  What  I  ask  is  that  the  Senate 
will  not  agree  to  this  motion  to  concur,  that 
the  Senate  will  non-ooncur,  and  simpW  allow 
this  matter  to  go  to  a  committee  of  conterence. 
If  that  committee  shall  not  report  something 
that  will  be  satis&ctory  to  the  Senate,  then  we 
can  consider  the  whole  subject. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  concurrence. 

Mr.GASSERLY.  When  I  heard  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  the  other 
day  it  struck  me  favorably.  I  thought  if  it 
were  true  (which  I  am  very  much  inclined  to 
doubt)  that  any  considerable  namber  of  set- 
tlers, or  even  any  small  number,  had  gone 
upon  lands  along  the  unbuilt  line  of  this  rail- 
road, it  was  proper  they  should  be  provided 
for.  It  seemed  to  me*  that  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  would  have  that 
effect.  I  have  written  out  an  amendment  which 
has  been  suggested  by  his,  and  probably  does 
not  substantialW  differ  from  it,  which  I  will 
ask  to  have  read  by  the  Clerk. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator offer  it  now? 

Mr.  GA8SERLY.    Yes,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
California  moves  to  amend  tlie  House  amend- 
ment by  inserting  what  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  It  is  proposed  to  insert  at 
the  end  of  the  House  amendment  the  following : 

And  provided  aUo,  That  all  settlers  upon  l&ndB 
along  the  line  of  said  road  shall  be  entitled,  at  their 
1  ptioB,  either  to  reoeivo  back  from  the  United  States  1 


the  moneys  paid  by  them  on  or  for  thmr  lands,  or 
to  receive  eighty  acres  free  of  charge  in  addition  to 
the  lands  now  held  by  them. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  would  suggest  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  California  that  he  modify 
that  so  as  to  say  "  in  excess  of  $1  26  an  acre. '  * 
They  have  bought  the  lands,  as  I  understand, 
at  $2  50  an  acre.  I  would  relieve  them  from 
the  extra  $1  26. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  My  idea  is  this,  and  I 
think  the  Senator  frcHn  Iowa  will  not  differ 
from  me :  these  men  are  settlers  on  double 
minimum  lands;  as  I  understand  the  law, 
they  have  paid  double  minimum  price  for  their 
lands ;  that  is,  $2  50  an  acre.  The  railroad 
company  has  broken  its  obligations  notwith- 
standing at  least  one  extension,  giving  it  six- 
teen years  in  all.  It  has  failed  to  build  its  line 
according  to  the  law.  I  do  not  think  that  the 
men  who  went  upon  these  lands  in  good  &ith 
should  suffer  to  any  extent  whatever  by  the  ac- 
tion of  Conmss.  They  went  upon  the  lands, 
notas  lands  held  at  the  minimum  priceof  $1  26 
per  acre,  but  as  lands  held  at  the  double  mini- 
mum, and  so  went  because  it  was  understood 
there  would  be  in  due  time  a  railroad  built 
through  them.  No  railroad  having  been  baiit 
through  them,  the  consideration  which  those 
men  had  for  payine  $2  50  having  utterly 
failed,  through  no  fault  whatever  of  tbeirs,  but 
if  there  was  any  fault  anywhere,  through  the 
fault  of  Congress  in  permitting  the  several 
defaults  of  this  company  or  of  the  oompaoy  to 
which  the  present  company  has  succeeded,  to 
occur  from  time  to  time,  my  opinion  is  that  we 
do  not  deal  justly  with  them  unless  we  give 
them  their  option  to  have  back  the  whole  of 
the  money  paid  for  their  lands,  or  in  lieu 
thereof  an  additional  grant  of  eighty  acres, 
the  latter  bein^  according  to  the  suggestion 
of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  the  other  day.  It 
seems  to  me  in  that  way  only  can  we  deal  in 
perfect  justice  with  the  settiers  who  have  acted 
in  good  faith  throughout,  and  who  stand  to-day 
before  us  innocent  of  any  default  or  wrong 
whatever 

Mr.  POMEROY.  While  the  Senator  from 
California  and  myself  agree  about  it,  I  saw  the 
necessity  of  drawmg  an  amendment  very  care- 
fully, and  I  thought  it  was  best  to  put  the  mat- 
ter into  the  hands  of  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence, so  that  they  can  report  in  this  direction 
an  amendment  drawn  with  care.  I  have  pre- 
pared one  at  considerable  length,  which  I  think 
IS  more  carefully  drawn  than  perhaps  the  one 

? reposed  by  the  Senator  from  California.  Still 
would  rather  have  the  voice  of  a  committee 
on  that,  and  it  was  pn  that  account  I  thought 
it  better  to  have  a  conference  committee. 

Mr.  HOWE.  May  I  not  ask  the  Senator 
firom  California  if  he  has  any  ofajection  to  with- 
drawing his  amendment  until  the  Senate  has 
voted  on  the  question  of  concurring  ? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  As  to  the  mere  question 
of  the  time  when  it  is  to  be  offered,  if  it  makes 
no  difference  as  to  my  right  to  offer  the  amend- 
ment, and  it  makes  no  difference  in  the  action 
of  the  Senate  if  it  should  adopt  it,  of  course  I 
shall  not  be  tenacious  in  view  of  the  wish  of 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin;  but  I  ask  the 
instruction  of  the  Chair  as  to  what  would  be 
the  effect? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
withdraws  his  amendment,  and  the  Senate 
should  non-concur  in  the  House  amendment, 
the  question  would  then  recur,  What  shall  be 
done  with  the  amendment  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  ?  The  Senate  could  then  con- 
cur in  it  with  an  amendment,  or  they  could 
disagree  entirely  and  refer  the  difference  to  a 
committee  of  conference ;  but  if  the  Senate 
should  concur,  that  would  close  the  whole 
question. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  But  we  could  reconsider 
the  vote  on  concurrence  and  open  the  ques- 
tion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  motion  to 
reconsider  of  course  would  open  it. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.    That  was  precisely  what 


I  feared  n^ht  be  the  reialt  of  my  £uting  to 
offer  the  amendment  now,  that  if  the.  Senate 
should  concur  in  the  House  amendment  my 
amendment  would  be  cut  oat. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Except  by  a 
motion  to  reoonsider. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  ask  tiie  Chair  forUier, 
whether^  if  the  Senate  should  non-concur  in 
the  House  amendment,  it  would  then  be  open 
to  me  to  offer  my  amendment? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  eooid  be  by 
consent,  if  on  this  motion  to  conoar  the  nosative 
should  prevail.  Or  if  the  Senate  should  con- 
cur, a  motion  to  reconsider  could  then  be  made 
for.  the  purpose  of  entertaining  this  amendment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  the  Senate  vote  to 
concur,  I  shall  insist  on  a  reconsideration  to 
have  the  amendment  put  in  at  some  stage: 
but  I  think  it  wi\l  be  beat  to  take  ^h*^  aeose  ot 
the  Senate  first  on  the  question  of  concurrence. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  think  under  the  cir- 
oumstanoes  I  shall  be  willing  to  let  my  amend- 
ment wait  for  a  vote  of  the  Senate  upon  con- 
curring. 

TheYlCEPRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
California  withdraws  the  amendment  tempo- 
rarily until  the  vote  is  taken  on  the  question 
of  concurrence,  the  understanding  being  by 
unanimous  consent  that  after  that  vote  ia  taken 
he  shall  be  permitted  to  move  hia  amendment. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  must  say  in  regard  to 
the  vote  on  concurrence  that  I  am  very  much 
in  favor  of  concurring,  although  I  should  after- 
ward, or  the  Senator  from  Kansas  should  after- 
ward, ask  the  Senate  to  reconsider  the  vote  so 
as  to  permit  an  amendment  like  mine  or  like 
his,  which  he  says  is  more  carefully  drawn,  to 
be  offered.  I  can  very  well  understand  that  the 
Senator's  amendment  is  more  carefully  drawn 
than  mine,  because  I  drew  mine  in  a  hurried 
moment  afUr  hearing  that  the  Senator  {torn 
Kansas  had  proposed  to  withdraw  his.  Now,  sir, 
I  will  state  whv  I  am  in  favor  of  concurring. 
When  this  bill  was  in  the  Senate  it  was  not 
very  much  discussed.  It  came  up  in  the  morn- 
ing hour,  that  hour  which  is  more  responsible 
for  hasty  and  perhaps  for  evil  legislation  than 
any  otiier  hour  of  the  day.  All  Senators  who 
were  here  during  the  proceed ings_  which  re- 
sulted in  the  passage  oi  this  bill  will  bear  me 
witness  that  there  was  scarcely  any  discussion 
worthy  of  the  name.  It  was  assumed  as  a 
matter  of  fact  that  a  large  body  of  settlers  had 
cone  upon  the  lands  lyin^  alon^;  the  unfinished 
Fine  of  this  railroad,  and  in  their  interest  I  was 
willing  at  that  time  to  content  myself  with 
stating  the  objections  which  occurred  to  me 
to  the  bill  and  with  voting  i^inst  it.  I  was 
one  of  the  eight  or  nine  Senators  who  voted 
against  the  bill.  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  reminds  me  that  there  were  but  seven. 
The  fewer  there  were  the  more  I  regret  that 
the  minority  was  so  small.  It  went  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  was  there  thor- 
oughly discussed.  A  bill  has  come  back  here 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  as  sm  amend- 
ment to  our  bill.  I  see  nothing  objectionable 
in  the  House  bill  except  one  feature,  which  I 
think  can  be  cured  by  the  amendmej^t  of  the 
Senator  from  Kansas  or  my  own,  6r  perhaps 
something  made  up  of  the  desirable  leatnres 
of  both. 

I  confess  I  am  somewhat  gnided,  too,  in  my 
wish  to  have  a  vote  of  ooncarrence  by  what 
I  have  seen  of  the  work  of  coufereaoe  com- 
mittees during  my  short  time  in  this  body. 
They  are  not  wholesome  agents  of  legisla- 
tion. Upon  certain  classes  of  biUs,  bills 
abounding  in  details,  such  as  appropriation 
bills  and  revenue  bills,  t^ey  are  unavoidable, 
and  I  suppose  that  was  originally  their  pur- 
pose; but  it  has  come  to  be  the  rale  that 
whenever  there  are  measures  which  cannot 
on  their  merits  obtain  a  majority  of  both 
Houses,  they  become  laws  throu|^  the  action 
of  conference  committees.  I  am  smng  aoth- 
ing  new  on  this  subject.  Some  of  the  most 
eminent  men  who  have  been  in  Congress  have 
expressed  the  same  views  mudi  more  forcibly 
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than  I  Clin  and  with  a  greater  weight  in  the 
couotry  than  I  can  possibly  claim.  I  think, 
8ir,  that  no  bill  which  has  been  adequately 
diflcassed  in  the  two  Houses  should  ever  go  to 
a  conference  committee,  except  bills  of  sach 
details  as  the  bills  I  have  spoken  of,  whidi  can- 
not well  be  dealt  with  otherwise. 

For  that  reason  1  hope  we  shall  end  this 
eontroTersy  now,  so  far  as  this  body  is  con- 
c«med,  by  adopting  the  amendment  of  the' 
Hoase  of  Representatiyes. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  want 
to  speak  about  the  bill ;  but  a  single  remark 
fell  from  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr. 
Howe]  which  attracted  my  attention  and  leads 
me  with  more  than  ordinary  solicitude  to  say 
a  word  about  this.  I  have  come  thoroughly 
to  the  conclusion  myself  that  the  Senate  ought 
to  act  with  the  utmost  caution  in  regard  to  fur- 
ther land  grants  for  any  purpose.  I  am  not 
going  to  appl;f  anything  tiiat  I  say  now  in  re- 
(^rd  to  this  bill.  The  ^nator  from  Wisconsin 
in  language  that  I  heard  distinctly  and  which 
arrested  my  attention,  said  that  this  action  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  would  be  a  pos- 
itive injastice  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  He 
did  not  say  in  what  particular  it  would  be  so. 
I  think  I  would  be  among  the  last  of  the  Sen- 
ators on  the  floor  to  be  willing  to  do  an  injus- 
tice to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  or  in  fact  to 
any  State.  Nor  do  I  suppose  there  is  any- 
thing in  this  bill  which  I  shall  find  at  all  in- 
consistent with  the  line  of  action  I  have  laid 
down  for  myself,  and  that  is  to  exercise  the 
atmost  precaution  from  this  time  forward  in 
regard  to  granting  the  public  domain  for  any 
purposes  whatever. 

1  was  not  present  when  the  bill  passed  the 
Senate  originally ;  but  my  inference  from  what 
I  know  of  th«  subject  is  that  at  some  former 
time  we  gave  a  grant  to  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin, that  the  legislation  now  before  us  involves 
that  grant,  aod  in  some  sense  it  is  said  to  in- 
volve an  injufltice  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin. 
The  two  Houses  have  divided  on  this  question. 
I  suppose  we  must  concur  or  we  must  send  it 
to  a  committee  of  conference.  I  am  perfectly 
willing,  considering  the  position  of  the  propo- 
sition, that  it  should  go  to  a  conference  com- 
mittee, and  I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  vote 
that  vray.  I  desired,  howeverj  to  say  this  much 
that  I  might  not  be  committed  upon  any  ques- 
tion in  regard  to  a  vote  for  land  grants  here- 
after. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  In  reference  to  what 
has  been  said  about  the  settlers  who  have 
given  $2  60  per  acre  for  their  lands,  I  cannot 
see  for  my  life  how  they  can  be  dissatisfied 
when  the  surrounding  lands  are  worth  from 
ten  to  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre  for  the  tim- 
ber alone  that  is  on  them.  That  in  my  opinion 
is  only  a  hobby-horse  to  ride  the  bill  through. 

I  think  there  should  be  some  limit  to  these 
'  land  grants  to  railroad  companies,  pafticu- 
larly  in  the  States.  This  land  grant  was  given 
fifteen  years  ago,  and  it  has  been  renewed, 
and  still  the  road  is  not  built.  I  should  like 
to  see  Congress  take  some  definite  action  on 
this  subject.  Let  the  country  know  that  when 
a  land  grant  is  given,  it  shall  not  be  renewed 
ad  infinitum, 

I  hope  the  Senate  will  concur  in  the  House 
amendment,  and  devote  these  lands  to  home- 
stead settlers,  give  them  to  the  f>eople,  and 
not  to  railroad  companies.  I  am  in  mvor  of 
railroads.  I  have  been  a  strong  advocate  of 
railroads  all  my  life:  I  am  in  mvor  of  giving 
alternate  sections  ot  land  to  aid  railroads  in 
some  cases  in  order  to  open  up  a  country  where 
a  railroad  could  not  be  well  built  unless  by 
Isnd  grants  such  as  we  have  heretofore  given ; 
hot  I  think  there  should  be  some  stopping 
place,  and  I  think  this  is  a  good  place  to  stop, 
this  land  ^rant  having  been  removed  once. 
These  land  grants  once  ^iven,  they  can  be 
extended  to  an  indefinite  time  by  getting  some 
hobby*horBe  like  the  one  now  urged  here  to 
tide  the  bill  through. 
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I  learn  that  there  are  but  very  few  settlers  on 
this  land.  Those  settlers  are  fortunate  men, 
having  bought  their  land  at  $2  60  an  acre,  and 
it  being  now  worth  four  to  five  times  more  than 
they  gave  for  it.  The  remaining  lands  will  be 
taken  up  within  the  next  twelve  months  by 
homestead  settlers,  if  we  adopt  the  House 
amendment,  by  good  citizens  who  will  settle 
there  for  the  purpose  of  remaining  and  own- 
ing the  soil.  Let  this  railroad  company  have 
the  land,  and  they  will  sell  it  at  prices  varying 
from  ten  to  twenty-five  dollars  an  acre.  Sir, 
they  have  slept  upon  their  riehts,  and  I  wish 
that  there  should  be  some  end  to  this.  I  hope 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives will  be  concurred  in,  openingup  this  land 
to  settlers. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  concurring  in  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  On  that  question  I 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  16,  nays  80 ;  as  follows : 

TK AS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Blair.  Brownlow,  Cas- 
serly.  Cooper.  Davis  of  West  Virginia.  Kelly.  Mor- 
rill of  VermoDt,  Norwood,  Patterson.  Pratt,  Robert- 
son. Sehurs,  Sharnan,  Stevenson,  and  Trumbull— 16. 

Nats— Messrs.  Ames,  Boreman,  Caldwell,  Cam- 
eron, Carpenter,  Clayton,  Cole,  Conkling,  Corbett, 
Fenton,  Frellnghuysen,  Gilbert.  Hamlin^  Harlan, 
Uitehooek.  Howe.  Kellocg.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Mor- 
ton, Osborn,  Pomerov,  Pool,  Ramsey,  Bice,  Sawyer, 
Spencer,  Sprastto.  West,  Wilson,  and  Wright— 80. 

ABSBNT— Messrs.  Aloorn,  Anthony,  Baokinghara, 
Chandler,  Gragin,  Davia  of  Kantueky,  Edmonds, 
Ferry  of  Connecticut.  Ferry  of  Miohigan^lanogan. 
Goldtbwaite,  Hamiltoa  of  Maryland,  Hamilton  of 
Texas,  Hill,  Johnston.  Lewis,  Logan,  Nye,  Sauls- 
bory,  Seott.  Stewart,  Stockton.  Samaar,  Thurman, 
Tipton.  Viokers.  and  Windom— 27. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House  of.  Representatives. 

The  YICE  PRESIDENT.  By  unanimous 
consent  of  the  Senate,  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia has  authority  now  to  offer  his  amend- 
ment to  the  House  amendment  prior  to  the 
motion  for  a  committee  of  conference.  The 
morning  hour,  however,  has  expired,  and  the 
tariff  bill  is  before  the  Senate.  By  arrange- 
ment the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Oali- 
fomia  is  received,  as  he  withdrew  it  upon  that 
express  understanding. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  appeal  to  those  hav- 
ing the  tariff  bill  in  char^  to  let  us  take  the 
vote  on  this  matter.  I  think  we  can  vote  with- 
out further  debate.  The  vote  just  taken,  of 
course,  is  a  test  vote. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection,  be- 
cause, since  the  vote  just  taken,  I  take  it,  as  a 
matter  of  course,  a  committee  of  conference 
will  follow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California,  however,  reserved  the  riffht 
to  move  his  amendment,  and  it  was  conceaed 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  PO  MERCY.  Is  it  proposed  to  amend 
the  bill  and  then  refer  it  to  a  committee  of 
conference? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Pending  the 
motion  for  a  conference  committee,  the  Sen- 
ator from  CaHfbmia  stated  that  he  reserved 
the  risht  to  offer  this  amendment  to  the  House 
amenament,  and  it  was  conceded  by  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  appeal  to  my  friend 
from  California  if  he  is  not  willing  to  let  the 
whole  matter  go  to  a  committee  of  conference 
and  let  them  consider  the  proposed  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CASSERLT.  I  would  much  rather 
get  the  sanction  of  the  Senate  for  the  amend- 
,  ment  if  I  can,  and  for  that  purpose,  of  course, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a  vote. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then,  under  parliament- 
ary law,  it  would  send  the  bill  back  to  the 
House  without  a  conference. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    It  would. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator's  amend- 
mept,  if  adopted — and  it  is  a  proposition  for 
which  I  would  vote — would  only  send  the  bill 


back  to  the  House  and  cause  it  to  be  passed 
backward  and  forward  between  the  two  m>uses, 
and  would  not  all  expedite  the  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  California  that  if  the 
amendment  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  be  agreed  to  with  his  amendment,  it 
would  not  then  go  to  a  conference  unless  the 
other  House  should  ask  for  a  conference.  It 
would  then  go  back  for  concurrence  by  the 
House  of  RepresentativeB  in  this  amendment 
to  their  amendment. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Let  the  amendment 
go  to  the  committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  C  A  SSERLY.  I  have  not  the  least  idea 
that  the  result  of  a  conference  committee  will 
be  according  to  the  action  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  as  I  believe  that  action 
to  be  correct  with  the  modification  that  I  pro- 
pose by  this  amendment,  I  should  not  consider 
It  an  incurable  calamity  if  the  result  of  adopt- 
ing it  was  to  send  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
01  Representatives. 

I  desire  to  say  now  that  I  do  not  think  a  bill 
of  this  importance  should  be  ''put  through," 
to  use  a  common  phrase,  in  the  morning  hour. 
I  think  the  morning  hour  is  a  proper  hour 
enough  in  which  to  pass  upon  bills  to  which 
there  is  no  substantial  objection.  This  is  not 
a  bill  of  that  character,  as  is  proved  by  the 
action  of  the  other  body  in  sending  here  an 
entirely  different  bill  in  the  shape  of  an  amend- 
ment. I  do  not  think  any  Senator  should  take 
it  ill  that  where  such  a  question  is  before  the 
Senate,  Senators,  though  they  may  be  in  the 
minority,  should  insist  upon  discussing  them, 
even  although  the  effect  of  it  may  be  to  carry 
the  bill  over  the  morning  hour. 

I  repeat,  if  Senators  will  bring  up  such 
measures  in  the  morning  hour  they  must  take 
their  chances  as  to  time.  I  never  have  fought 
against  a  bill  merely  to  carry  it  over  the  morn- 
ing hour,  and  I  never  shall,  I  hope,  unless  it 
be  a  bill  of  such  immeasurable  political  evil 
as  to  justify  any  fair  parliamentary  expedient. 
But  this  bill,  I  think,  is  a  bill  that  ougnt  to  be 
discussed,  and  I  regret  that  mv  friend  from 
Wisconsin  seemed  to  think  that  it  was  a 
bill  which  ou^ht  to  be  passed  upon  without 
further  discussion. 

There  seems  to  be  a  prevailing  opinion 
that  if  the  Wisconsin  road  does  not  get  these 
lands  the  Northern  Pacific  road  will  get  them. 
I  do  not  so  understand  the  charter  of  the 
Northern  Pacific  road.  I  agree  substantially 
with  the  grounds  presented  here  the  other 
day  and  ai^ued  at  some  length  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  not  now  in  his  seat,  [Mr. 
Edmunds.^  As  I  understand  it,  the  distinct 
provision  in  the  House  bill  that  in  no  event 
shall  the  lands  in  question  fiill  to  the  North- 
em  Pacific  railway,  disposes  of  that  subject. 
That  provision  is  no  oreach  of  the  agree- 
ment, nor  of  the  good  faith  of  Congress  in  the 
charter  of  the  Northern  Pacific.  Congress 
never  undertook  to  make  ^ood  any  deficiency 
to  the  Northern  Pacific  railway  in  the  charter 
granted,  except  in  a  particular  ca^e,  and  this 
case  is  not  tnat  one.  Hence^  sir,  there  is 
nothing  in  the  objection  that  if  the  Wisconsin 
road  does  not  get  these  lands  the  Northern 
Pacific  wilL 

1  have  not  been  very  ready  to  refuse  exten- 
sions to  roads,  especially  in  those  parts  of  the 
country  that  when  the  road  was  projected  were 
almost  a  wilderness;  but  this  is  the  most 
extreme  case  that  has  ever  been  presented. 
The  bill,  as  it  passed  the  Senate,  shows  upon 
the  face  of  it  that  the  road  received  its  grant 
in  1866.  That  is  sixteen  vears  affo.  The  Senate 
bill  proposed  to  extend  that  long  period  of 
time  by  five  years  more,  which  would  have 
brought  it  to  1877. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia will  give  wav,  I  will  call  up  the  regular 
order,  the  tariff  bill.  The  Senator  desires,  I 
suppose,  to  debate  the  matter  fiirther. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.    I  certainly  should  desire 
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more  time,  although  I  was  not  Bpeakiog  for 
that  purpose.  My  amendment,  as  the  Senator 
from  Kansas  has  suggested,  is  not  as  mature 
as  it  would  have  been  if  I  had  not  had  to 
write  it  in  about  two  minutes.  I  should  like  a 
little  time  to  prepare  a  proper  amendment.  I 
accept  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  before  the  bill  passes  away  that  the  next 
motion,  after  nonconcurrence,  would  be  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  for  the 
appointment  of  a  conference  committee  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  disclosed  between  the  two 
Houses.  The  Senator  from  California,  how- 
ever, when  he  withdrew  his  amendment,  re- 
served  the  right  to  move  to  concur  in  the 
House  amendment  with  this  amendment,  and 
that  was  accorded  to  him  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. That  will  therefore  be  by  consent  of 
the  Senate  the  prior  qiiestion  when  the  sub- 
ject is  again  resumed.  The  Senator  from 
Ohio  now  demands  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  MORTON.     Mr.  President — r 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Before  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  proceeds,  I  desire  to  state  that  if  a 
majorityof  the  Senate  will  stay  wiih  me  and 
support  me,  I  hope  to  get  a  vote  on  the  tariff 
bill  to-night,  especially  as  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  and  the  deficiency  bill  are  very 
pressing,  and  there  is  an  earnest  desire  to  pass 
them  soon.  I  hope,  therefore,  a  majority  of 
the  Senate  will  to  day  sit  out  the  tariff  bill. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  wish  to  make  one  sugges- 
tion to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  and  the  Senate. 
Here  is  a  bill  which  passed  the  Senate  soitie 
time  ago  and  has  come  back  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  amended,  and  on  the  merits 
of  that  amendment  the  Senate  has  already 
expressed  its  opinion.  All  we  ask  on  behalf 
of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  is  a  committee  of 
conference. 

Now,  the  Senator  from  California  desires  to 
debate  this  question.  That  is  conclusive  evi- 
dence that  the  morning  hour  never  will  suffice 
to  get  action  on  that  amendment.     We  cannot 

?^et  it  off  from  the  table,  we  cannot  get  it  away 
rom  the  Senate,  in  the  morning  hour :  we 
must  take  a  session  for  it  some  time.  Will  not 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  allow  us  to  hear  the 
residue  of  this  debate  at  the  present  time  and 
take  this  vote  to-day  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  trust  the  Senator  will 
not  ask  me  to  consent  to  that.  The  circum- 
stances are  such  that  I  cannot  consent  unless 
a  majority  of  the  Senate  shall  decide  to  lay 
aside  the  tariff  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The 'tariff  bill 
being  before  the  Senate,  the  Chair  will  recog- 
nize the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  How£,] 
who  can  test  the  sense  of  the  Senate  by  moving 
to  lay  the  tariff  bill  on  the  table.  If  not,  it 
must  be  before  the  Senate,  and  two  Senators 
have  apparently  risen  to  debate  it  or  to  offer 
amendments. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  think  I  will  try  the  sense  of 
the  Senate.  I  shall  then  have  discharged  my 
duty. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  tariff  bill 
beinjB^  before  the  Senate,  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin moves  that  it  lie  on'the  table. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  May  I  ask  whether  the 
Senator  from  Californvb  has  concluded  his 
remarks  ? 

Mr.  HOWE.  No;  he  has  not  concluded  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  would  suggest  to  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  if  he  will  allow  me, 
to  try,  first,  general  consent.  The  other  vote 
was  a  test  vote.  This  vote  follows  as  a  matter 
of  course. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  objected  to  informally  passing  over 
the  tariff  bill  any  longer. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  My  suggestion  is  that 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  try  consent  in 
that  way  to  the  tariff  bill  being  laid  aside  and 
Che  vote  on  this  quostion  being  taken  now.    I 


think  under  the  circumstances,  although  I  do 
not  wish  to  interrupt  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia, perhaps  it  is  quite  likely  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  might  get  consent  from  all, 
including  the  Senator  from  California,  to  allow 
this  vote  to  be  taken,  as  there  will  be  a  future 
opportunity  for  him  to  express  his  views  on 
the  bill. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Nothing  would  delight  me 
more  than  just  such  a  consent  as  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  asks  unanimous  consent  that 
the  tariff  bill  be  informally  passed  over  to  take, 
without  further  debate,  the  vote  on  the  propo- 
sition in  regard  to  the  Bayfield  and  St  Croix 
road. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  understood  me  to 
say  that  I  had  had  no  time  to  prepare  my 
amendment.  I  am  sure  the  Senator  from  New 
York  did  not  hear  that. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  did  not.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  supposed  the  Senator  might  hand  his 
amendment  to  the  committee  of  conference, 
and  very  likely  get  for  it  as  much  attention  in 
that  way  as  any  other,  and  that  that  might  be 
satisfactory  to  him. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  sanction  of  the 
Senate  to  this  amendment  would  be  a  great 
deal  more  valuable  than  any  weight  it  would 
have  as  emanating  from  any  single  Senator. 
Therefore  I  should  greatly  prefer  to  have 
the  vote  of  the  Senate  upon  it.  I  believe  that 
it  will  command  a  larger  vote  than  the  motion 
to  concut,  because  it  is  one  that  must  com- 
mend itself,  I  think,  on  principle,  to  every  Sen- 
ator. 1  did  not  suppose  after  tne  statement  that 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  have  further  time  to  per- 
fect my  amendment  there  would  be  any  dis- 
position to  press  the  matter  to  a  vote  to-day. 
As  I  said,  it  was  a  bill  brought  up  in  the 
moniinff  hour;  it  was  known  that  the  bill 
would  lead  to  debate ;  and  therefore  I  think 
that  no  Senator  should  take  itill  that  the  debate 
has  been  and  promises  to  be  protracted. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  wish  to  make  a  sUte- 
meni,  and  appeal  to  the  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia. According  to  the  parliamentary  law  and 
the  practice  of  the  Senate,  when  the  Senate 
agrees  substantially  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House  it  is  then  open  for  debate  upon  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  House ; 
but  where  the  Senate  by  a  vote  show  that  they 
do  not  agree  to  the  substance  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  House,  as  a  matter  of  coarse  there 
is  an  end  of  attempting  to  perfect  it  by  an 
amendment.  It  is  usual,  therefore,  to  send  it 
to  a  committee  of  conference  to  see  whether 
any  amendment*  can  be  proposed,  or  whether 
there  can  be  any  agreement  on  the  main  sub- 
ject-matter. Hence,  it  strikes  me  that  the 
course  now  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
California  is  extraordinary  in  the  Senate. 
The  Senate  have  already  by  a  vote  on  concur- 
rence voted  down  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives.  Now  he  proposes  to  sub- 
mit the  same  question  in  a  little  different  form. 
It  seems  to  me  that  he  can  accomplish  noth- 
ing by  his  motion,  and  it  will  only  create  delay 
and  embarrassment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  stated 
that  it  was  not  in  exact  accordance  with  the  par- 
liamentary law  ;  but  the  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia seemed  to  desire,  when  appeals  were  made 
by  the  Senators  from  Wisconsin  and  others  to 
withdraw  the  amendment,  to  reserve  the  right 
to  offer  it  afterward,  so  that  he  could  test  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  upon  it.  Therefore,  the 
Chair  was  compelled  to  state  that  although 
not  in  accordance  with  parliamentary  law,  the 
next  question  after .  the  disagreement  being 
on  appointing  a  committee  of  conference, 
the  Senator  had  reserved  the  right  to  offer 
this  amendment.  The  Senator  from  California 
is  now  upon  the  floor  on  the  bill  with  the 
amendment  pending  by  the  consent  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.   CASSERLY.      I    owe  it  to  myself 


to  recognize  the  kindness  of  the  President 
in  restating  the  position  that  I  occupy  in 
regard  to  this  amendment.  The  amendment 
was  withdrawn  for  a  moment  by  me  with  the 
understanding  that  I  might  offer  it  after  the 
Senate  had  voted  to  concur  or  nonrconcor  in 
the  House  proposition.  I  suggest  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  with  great  diffidence,  how- 
ever, pn  account  of  his  longer  experience, 
whether  he  is  correct  in  supposing  that  there 
is  anything  unparliamentary  m  my  offering  an 
amendment  to  the  House  bill,  even  after  the 
Senate  had  refused  to  concur  ? 
Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  do  not  say  it  was  an- 

farliamentary }  I  said  it  was  unuanal,  beeaose 
think  the  Senator  has  a  right  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  House  | 
but  afler  the  Senate  have  refused  to  concur  in 
the  House  amendment,  refused  to  consider 
the  subject  of  the  House  amendment,  the 
motion  for  a  committee  of  conference  is  the 
uniform  custom,  and,  according  to  my  experi- 
ence, the  universal  custom  of  the  Senate.  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Senator^ s  motion  is  parlia- 
mentary, but  I  do  not  think  it  is  according 
to  the  usual  course  of  proceedings  in  the 
Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  California  that  the 
motion  made  by  him  is  not  parliamentary ;  but 
it  was  received  because  he  reserved  the  right  to 
offer  it  with  the  assent  of  the  Senators  inter- 
ested in  the  bill.  After  non- concurrence  with 
the  other  House,  if  ^ou  could  then  move 
amendments  to  the  action  of  the  other  House, 
you  would  never  finish  a  bill  in  the  world. 

The  next  question  after  a  non-OQncorrence 
is  on  sending  the  bill  back  either  with  or  with- 
out a  request  for  a  committee  of  cooferenee ; 
if  without  such  request,  and  the  Hoaaedo  not 
ask  it,  the  bill  fails ;  if  with  that  requeat,  the 
House  can  concur  or  non-concur ;  if  they  non- 
concur, then  it  is  for  the  Senate  to  recede. 
But  the  Senator  from  California  reserved  the 
right,  which  the  Chair  has  endeavored  to  pro- 
tect him  in,  of  offering  this  amendment  even 
despite  the  vote  of  the  Senate  on  concurrence. 
It  will  involve  in  the  journalizing  of  these  pro- 
ceedings an  entry  of  a  reconsideration  of  the 
vote  on  concurrence.  The  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin, as  the  Chair  understands  now,  does 
not  desire  to  cut  out  the  amendment.  He 
simply  desires  to  ask  that  the  vote  shall  be 
taken  upbn  that  amendment,  and  also  upon 
appointing  a  conference  committee,  without 
further  debate.  The  Senator  from  California 
having  the  floor  has  a  right  to  object.  His 
amendment  being  received,  he  has  a  right  to 
debate  it  if  he  insists  upon  it. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  am  not  so  well  in- 
formed on  the  parliamentary  law  as  perhaps  I 
should  be.  My  time  here  has  been  short, 
however,  and  it  has  been  occupied  with  the 
substantial  things  of  legislation  more  than 
with  the  practice  and  rules  of  parliamentary 
law.  1  suppose  that  every  day  unparliament- 
ary things  take  place  by  unanimooa  consent 
or  by  unanimous  understanding. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     They  do. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  And  for  the  time  beiog 
the  agreement  m'akes  the  law,  whatever  that 
may  be.  I  feel  called  upon  to  say  that  much, 
because  I  do  not  mean  ever  to  occupy  know- 
ingly an  unparliamentary  position  on  this  floor. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Chair 
understand  the  Senator  from  California  to 
object  to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin?  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
yielded  to  allow  the  vote  to  be  taken  on  ihe 
proposition  of  the  Senator  from  Califoreia, 
and  also  on  appointing  a  conference  com- 
mittee. Then  the  Senator  from  Wiscodsiq 
obtained  the  floor  on  the  tariff  bill,  moved  to 
lay  it  on  the  table,  and  withdrew  the  motion 
to  allow  the  question  to  be  decided,  if  the 
Senator  from  California  desires  the  floor,  he 
has  it  for  debate  on  the  amendmenu 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  hope  the  S«aator  from 
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Wisconsin  will  not  embarrasis  the  tariff  bill, 
on  which  'there  is  great  anxiety  to  have  the 
final  action  of  the  Senate.  This  railroad  bill, 
which  has  survived  for  sixteen  years,  I  think 
will  stand  for  anoth'er  day. 

Mr.  HOWE.  This  bill  may  or  may  not 
stand  for  another  dny.  The  tariff  bill  will.  1 
will  withdraw  my  motion  in  a  moment.  Let 
me  explain  why  I  made  it.  I  am  straggling 
here  for  an  extension  of  this  grant.  The 
amendment  that  comes  from  the  House  does 
something  infinitely  worse  than  to  take  the 
grant  from  the  State  of  Wisconsin.  I  shall 
not  consent  to  any  imputation  being  heaped 
upon  Wisconsin  for  the  discharge  of  the  trust 
which  was  imposed  npon  her  in  1856.  If  we 
are  forced  to  debate  this  thing  ever,  which  I 
hope  we  never  shall  be  obliged  to  do,  I  shall 
show  to  the  Senate  that  it  was  your  act,  con- 
gressional action,  which  prevented  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  from  executing  the  trust  reposed 
in  her  in  1856.  But  I  am  not  struggling  with 
that  point  now.  I  say  the  amendment  which 
came  to  us  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
does  a  wrong  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  infi- 
nitely worse  Uian  denying  to  her  that  right,  be- 
canse  you  withdraw  a  large  body  of  land  from 
market,  which  is  one  of  the  great  inciucements 
to  settlement. 

Now,  it  is  manifest  to  every  one  of  ns  who 
have  sat  here  this  morning  that  there  must  be 
more  ihan  the  morning  hour  given  to  the  con- 
sideration of  this  matter  some  time.  I  thought 
it  might  as  well  be  afforded  to* day  as  on  any 
other  day.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  is  anxious 
to  go  on  with  the  tariff  bill.  I  know  very  well 
that  when  he  gets  through  with  the  tariff  bill 
my  friend  from  California  [Mr.  Cole]  will 
have  a  large  family  of  appropriation  bills  that 
he  will  want  nursed  immediately.  You  see 
this  thing  never  can  be  considered  without  in- 
conveniencing somebody's  bill.  But  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  [Mr.  Cassb&ly]  says  he 
has  not  had  time  to  consider  his  amendment. 
Now,  when  any  man  is  suffering  for  want  of 
time,  I  am  not  the  one  to  deny  it  to  him.  I 
shall  therefore  withdraw  the  motion  to  lay  the 
tariff  bill  upon  the  table,  and  in  view  of  what 
I  have  already  said  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
think  me  unreasonable  if  to-morrow,  in  case 
I  am  lucky  enough  to  get  the  floor,  I  shall  ask 
their  attention  to  this  matter,  and  ask  them  to 
give  attention  to  it  long  enough  to  dispose  of 
it.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  tariff  bill 
is  before  the  Senate. 

PftlSIDBNTIAL  APPROVAL, 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Horace  Portbr,  his  Secretary, 
announced  that  the  President  had  this  day 
approved  and  signed  the  act  (S.  No.  94)  for 
the  relief  of  Miss  Keturah  Cole. 

MB88AQE  FROM  THK  HOUSB. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhbrbon,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  concurred  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (S. 
No.  681)  to  provide  for  the  reporting  and  print- 
ing of  the  debates  in  Congress. 

EXKCUTIYE  OOMMDNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting additional  papers  relative  to  the  pro- 
posed telegraphic  communication  between 
various  military  posts  in  Arizona ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TBA  AND  COFFBB  DUTIES. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1537)  to  repeal' existing  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  stated  yesterday  that  if  any 
of  the  amendments  proposed  to  this  bill  should 
1^  adopted  it  wdula  frustrate  the  object  1  had 
ia  bringing  it  ap — speedy  action  on  the  tea 


and  coffee  duties — and  that  in  that  event  I 
would  yield  this  bill  and  surrender  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  the 
conduct  of  the  general  tariff  bill.  In  a  con- 
ference with  him  this  morning,  however,  he 
states  that  as  the  second  section  of  the  com- 
mittee's amendment  to  House  bill  No.  178 
has  been  adopted  as  an  amendment  to  this 
bill,  which  substantially  brings  the  merits  of 
the  whole  tariff  bill  before  the  Senate,  he 
prefers  that  I  should  not  take  that  course, 
and  that  it  should  remain  before  the  Senate, 
thus  bringing  the  whole  subject  before  it.  It 
is  because  of  his  desire  that  I  do  not  carry 
out  the  intention  which.  I  announced  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Yesterday  I  gave  notice 
that  to-day  I  should  renew  the  amendment 
which  (  had  offered  to  abolish  all  internal  taxes 
except  those  on  tobacco,  spirits,  and  fermented 
liquors,  including  the  tax  on  stamps;  but  in 
deference  to  the  wishes  of  a  number  of  friends 
with  whom  I  am  accustomed  to  act  on  this 
floori  1  will  not  present  that  amendment.  They 
express  the  apprehension  that  its  adoption 
*might  endanger  the  bill  in  the  other  Mouse 
upon  a  constitutional  ground  which  I  think  has 
no  valid  foundation.  Though  that  is  my  opin- 
ion, still,  to  avoid  embarrassment,  I  will  not 
present  the  amendment.  These  Senators,  how- 
ever, express  their  purpose  to  vote  for  this 
amendment  when  attached  to  another  bill — 
their  purpose  to  abolish  the  internal  taxes  with 
the  exceptions  which  have  been  named.  I  have 
said  this  simply  to  explain  the  reason  why  I 
fail  to  present  the  amendment  this  morning. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  now  to  the  condition  of  the  bill,  be- 
cause I  hope  it  is  in  that  stage  when,  without 
any  further  amendment  or  any  farther  debate, 
we  can  pass  it 

The  House  of  Representatives  sent  us  a  bill 
to  repeal  the  dnties  on  tea  and  coffee,  which 
is  a  surrender  of  revenue  to  the  amount  of 
$16,600,000.  We  have  added  to  that  a  free 
list  which  surrenders  revenue  to  the  amount 
of  $8,784,000;  we  have  added  to  that  the 
second  section  of  the  committee's  report  on 
the  other  bill,  which  surrenders  a  revenue  of 
$8,274,000,  making  a  total  reduction  of 
$28,608,000.  The  alterations  made  by  the 
adoption  of  the  House  tea  and  coffee  bill  have 
changed  to  some  extent  the  plan  of  the  com- 
mittee ;  but  all  the  provisions  of  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Finance  have 
been  agreed  to  except  the  first  section.  If  the 
first  section  should  be  adopted,  it  would 
involve  the  surrender  of  $8,449,000  more. 

We  have  gone  now  to  the  extreme  to  which 
any  prudent  man  desires  to  surrender  revenue. 
The  internal  tax  bills,  when  they  come  to  ns 
in  the  proper  way,  so  that  we  can  consider 
them  without  raising  any  controversy  with  the 
House  of  Representatives,  will  in  all  human 
probability  surrender  $25,000,000  of  revenue. 
Indeed,  every  member  of  the  Senate  will  vote 
for  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  adhesive  stamps 
and  on  gas,  which,  with  the  residuum  of  th^ 
income  tax  which  falU  this  year  without 
further  action  of  Congress,  will  amount  to 
$6,500,000.  That  will  be  a  surrender  of  in- 
ternal revenue  to  the  amount  of  $25,700,000  ; 
so  that  the  amount  surrendered  by  the  two 
bills  will  be  $64,208,000. 

Now,  sir,  that  is  more  than  we  onghtto  sur- 
render ;  that  is  more  than  we  ought  to  repeal ; 
but  the  position  in  which  we  are  involved  is 
caused  by  the  action  of  the  two  Houses  in  repeal- 
ing the  revenue  duty  on  tea  and'coffee.  I  trust 
now  that  the  Senate  will  take  the  bill  as  it 
stands  and  pass  it.  I  gave  notice  last  night 
of  my  intention  to  offer  the  bill  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Finance  just  as  it  was  re- 
ported. I  do  not  believe  it  would  carry,  or  I 
would  do  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  consume  time 
by  offering  it.  But  now  it  is  impossible  for  us 
to  go  one  step  further  in  repealing  taxes  with 
any  reasonable  prudence  and  care.  I  trust, 
therefore,  the  Senate  will  just  take  the  bill  as 


it  is  and  send  it  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, and  I  believe  the  House  will  concur 
with  ns  in  the  amendments  we  have  made, 
and  that  will  be  the  end  of  the  tariff  question 
for  this  session. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  mean  to  take  the  bill  with  the 
second  section  of  the  committee's  proposition , 
which  cuts  off  $8,000,000? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  never  do  that.      * 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Let  us  have  the  vote. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  shall  have 
something  to  say  on  that  when  we  get  into  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  When  we  get  into  the 
Senate  the  Senator  can  haveaseparate  voteon 
that.    That  is  the  only  disnuted  question  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Preliminary  to 
the  Senate  concurring  in  the  second  section  in 
the  Senate  there  can  be  amendments  moved 
to  it. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Manrland.  Is  it  now 
in  order  to  amend  the  second  section  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not.  It 
will  be  when  the  bill  is  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  move  to  add  to  the  free 
list  **  arsenate  of  aniline.'' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  will 
have  to  reserve  that  until  the  bill  is  reported 
to  the  Senate,  as  these  ore  specific  amend- 
ments already  agreed  to,  and  they  will  be  re- 
ported each  one  separately,  so  that  each  Sen- 
ator will  have  the  opportunity  to  amend  them 
prior  to  the  vote  on  concurrence. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amend- 
ments made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  will 
be  reported  in  detail,  so  that  each  one  can  be 
treated  separately,  each  one  being  important. 
The  first  amendment  will  be  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  first  amendment 
made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
was  to  strike  out  '*  from  "and  insert  <*on" 
in  the  third  line;  to  strike  out  '* passage  of 
this  act'"  and  insert  **  1st  dav  of  July  next  ;*' 
and  in  the  fifth  line,  to  strike  out  **  and  the 
same  are  hereby"  and  insert  '*and  that  all 
tea  and  coffee  which  may  be  in  the  public 
stores  or  bonded  warehouses  on  the  said  1st 
day  of  July  shall  not  be  subjected  to  duty  upon 
the  entry  thereof  for  consumption,  and  all  tea 
and  coffee  remaining  in  bonded  warehouses 
on  said  1st  day  of  July,  npon  which  the  dutiea 
shall  have  been  paid,  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
refund  of  the  duties  paid." 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  next  amend- 
ment made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
to  insert  the  free  list.  This  amendment  covers 
thirteen  pages  of  details  of  the  free  list,  includ- 
ing the  fifth  section  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Fmance,  reaching  from  the 
seventh  to  the  twentieth  page  of  the  print  of 
House  bill  No.  178.  The  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama desired  to  amend  the  section. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  he  does  not  desire 
that  now,  because  arsenic  in  all  forms  is  pot 
on  the  free  list. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
will  be  on  concurring  in  the  free  list  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  from  the  seventh  to 
the  twentieth  page,  inclnsive,  including  the 
fifth  section  at  the  end  of  that  amendment. 

Mr.  FRBLINGH  U  YSEN.  I  desire  to  offer 
as  an  amendment  an  addition  to  the  free  list, 
<(  flax  valued  at  twenty- two  cents  a  pound." 
I  am  informed  that  there  is  a  kind  of  flax  not 
made  in  this  country  at  all  which  is  used 
exclusively  in  the  manuCacture  of  twine. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  trust  the  Senate  will 
be  very  careful  in  addinflf  to  this  free  list. 
With  regard  to  this  particniar  subject-matter, 
the  manufacturers  of  linen  in  this  country 
appeared  before  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  at  their  request  we  declined  to  make  a^y 
change  in  the  dnties  on  their  mannfiusturea 
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article.  They  are  therefore  not  subject  to  the 
redaction  of  ten  per  cent.,  on  the  gronndthat 
theirs  is  an  infant  manufactare  which  onghtto  be 

Srotected  to  the  fall  extent  of  the  present  law. 
>a%  if  yoa  put  on  the  free  list  flax,  which  is 
raised  in  this  country,  you  raise  a  controversy 
which  will,  I  think,  react  against  the  manu- 
facturers of  flax.  The  Senator's  constitnenta 
were  satisfied  with  the  bill  in  this  respect. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.  I  certainly  do 
not  wish  to  insist  noon  any  amendment  con- 
trary to  the  better  Judgment  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance;  but  tois,  I  understand,  is 
flax  adapted  only  to  the  manufacture  of  shoe 
thread,  which  is  not  raised  at  all  in  this  coun- 
try ;  and  the  value  being  fixed,  the  exemption 
applying  to  flax  worth  more  than  twenty-two 
cents  a  ponnd,  that  designates  the  flax  which 
is  used  for  that  article  alone.  If  in  this  in- 
formation I  am  incorrect,  and  if  this  interferes 
at  all  with  the  question  in  reference  to  flax  used 
for  linen,  I  do  not  insist  upon  it ;  but  I  think 
my  information  is  correct. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  is  con- 
fident in  the  statement  he  makes  that  this  flax 
is  not  and  cannot  be  produced  in  this  country, 
'  I  have  no  objection  to  its  being  put  on  the  free 
list ;  but  I  think  it  is  a  very  delicate  subject, 
and  unless  the  Senator  is  perfectly  clear  in  his 
facts  I  do  not  consent  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  FHELlNGfllTYSEN.  I  will  only  say 
that  I  am  so  informed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  appeal  to  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  who  knows  more  about  the 
subject  than  I  do. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  is  per- 
fectly obvious  that  if  flax  of  this  kind  should 
be  introduced  free,  it  would  be  a  cause  of 
complaint  wherever  the  flax  culture  is  now 
carried  on  in  this  country,  because  it  would 
be  subjecting  the  article  to  an  opportunity  for 
any  amount  of  fraud.  *  I  should  rather  be  dis- 
inclined to  favor  the  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  insist  on  tne  amendment? 

Mr.  FLELINGHUYSEN.  No,  sir;  I  should 
be  very  sorry  by  any  amendment  which  I  should 
offer  to  deprive  the  manufacturers  of  flax  in 
this  conntry  of  proper  protection,  and  if  the 
Committee  on  Finance  think  it  would  subject 
other  flax  to  coming  in  free,  as  I  am  in  fovor 
of  protection  myself  rather  than  of  a  free  list, 
I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  wish  to  add  to  the  free  list 
'*  arsenate  of  aniline."  I  will  state  this  is  a 
mixtnre  of  aniline  oil  with  arsenic  acid,  both 
of  which  are  now  on  the  free  list.  Aniline  oil 
is  an  extract  not  produced  in  this  country. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Unless  the  Senator  is 
very  well  advised  about  this,  I  trust  his  amend- 
ment will  not  be  adopted,  because  the  com- 
mittee had  agreed  to  put  many  of  these  com- 
pounds upon  the  free  list,  but  found  that  they 
were  manufieustared  in  this  country  success- 
fully, and  that  to  put  them  on  the  free  list 
would  be  the  destruction  of  industries  that  are 
now  SQCcessfully  conducted.  Arsenic  in  all 
forms  is  on  the  free  list;  the  raw  material  is 
on  the  free  list.  This  is  probablv  a  compound 
of  two  or  three  difierent  articles,  and  now 
manufactured  in  this  country. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  understand  it  is  not 
manufactured  in  Uiis  country,  and  the  object 
is  for  the  purpose  of  shipping  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  This  subject 
was  considered  in  the  committee,  and  it  is  one 
of  considerable  difficulty.  The  article  is  man- 
ufactured not  only  from  asphaltum,  but  it  is 
manufactured  from  coal-tar.  They  make  ani- 
line dyes ;  and  the  committee  after  very  care- 
fill  consideration  left  it  in  the  tariff  as  they 
thought  it  ought  to  be.  I  therefore  trust  that  it 
will  not  be  distnrbed  by  any  new  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  que^ion 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama to  the  amendment  made  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  waa 
vejeeted. 


Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  desire  also  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  free  list,  on  page  7,  after 
jine  twenty-three,  after  the  word  **  aniline,"  to 
insert  *^  quinine,  sulphate  of,  and  other  salts 
of  Quinine." 

This  may  seem  a  very  small  matter  to  Sen- 
ators :  but  I  assure  them  it  is  not  a  small  mat- 
ter to  the  fever-stricken  patients  who  live  in 
the  malarions  districts  of  the  West  and  South. 
The  Peruvian  bark,  the  bitter  bark,  is  on  the 
free  list,  I  am  aware ;  but  when  manufactured 
into  the  sulphate  of  quinine  or  the  ialts  of 
quinine,  it  is  quite  a  different  affair.  The 
commodity  is  in  the  hands  of  a  monopoly,  one 
or  two  firms,  I  believe,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, a  city  somewhat  distinguished  for 
mbnopoHee  under  the  fostering  care  of  protect- 
ive tarifia.  Two  or  three  firms  there  monop- 
olise this  whole  commodity,  and  compel  every 
patient  to  pay  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  per 
cent,  more  for  quinine  for  their  benefit 

If  I  had  time,  I  think  I  could  give  some 
pretty  conclusive  reasons,  and  such  as  .would 
address  themselves  to  the  sense  of  justice  and 
humanity  of  every  Senator  on  this  floor.  The 
duty  on  ** quinine,  sulphate  of,"  by  the  acts* 
of  1861  and  1862,  was  increased  from  fifteen 
per  cent,  by  gradual  gradations,  in  the  interest 
of  one  or  two  firms  only  in  this  country,  to 
forty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem^  so  that  qui- 
nine which  cost  at  the  place  of  prodnction 
$1  82  gold,  per  ounce,  the  duty  being  forty- 
five  per  cent.,  the  wholesale  price  in  curfency 
in  New  York  was  $2  55 ;  the  retail  price'$2  75, 
and  in  New  Orleans  and  in  Chicago,  in  all  the 
West  and  in  the  Southwest,  three  dollars  per 
ounce. 

One  or  two  firms  in  the  city  of  Philadephia 
derive  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  per 
cent,  or  nearly  that,  from  fever-stricken  pa- 
tients in  the  malarious  districts  of  the  West 
and  Southwest,-  and  put  that  profit  in  their 
pockets.  That  is  a  pretty  tolerable  fair  speci- 
men of  your  protective  tariff  in  fostering 
monopolies;  or,  as  my  friend  from  Missouri 
[Mr.  Blair]  would  say,  in  his  characteristic 
manner,  it  is  *'  a  specimen  brick." 

My  attention  has  been  called  specially  to  this 
matter,  because  1  have  received  several  letters 
on  the  subject,  and  one  very  characteristic  let- 
ter from  a  patient  in  a  hospital  at  New  Or- 
leans, talking  about  the  price  of  quinine.  When 
I  made  inquiries,  I  ascertained  that  in  1848  or 
1849  a  French  house  was  established,  coming 
over  from  Parisand  located  in  New  York,  and 
immediately  these  gentlemen  in  Philadelphia 
ran  a  tilt  with  them  and  drove  them  out  or  the 
countrv  by  putting  down  the  price  of  quinine 
more  than  one  hundred  per  cent. ;  but  the  mo- 
ment these  foreigners  went  away  these  monop- 
olists came  here  and  asked  for  an  increase  of 
the  tariff,  and  got  it  up,  as  I  have  told  yon, 
from  fifteen  per  cent,  to  forty-five  per  cent.,  so 
that  every  patient  has  to  pay  that  premium 
into  the  poclcets  of  these  protectionists. 

I  say  this  is  a  specimen  brick.  I  have 
several  more  in  reserve,  though  I  am  not  so 
very  particular  about  them.  I  ask  the  com- 
mittee how  it  happens  that  sulphate  of  quinine 
has  an  ad  valorem  duty  of  forty-five  per  cent. 
I  would  like  to  have  that  duty  out. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Permit  me  to  ask  whether 
quinine  is  not  ffenerally  taken  by  the  patient 
with  sugar?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  It  may  be  token  with 
sugar.  I  know  it  is  not  as  palatoble  without 
sugar.  Generally  those  people  who  take  sugar 
are  in  a  state  of  convalescence,  whild  those 
who  toke  quinine  are  suffering  the  agonies  of 
malarions  fever,  and  I  think  that  should  cause 
our  sympathy.  I  hope  that  this  amendment 
will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  am  sur- 
prised to  see  my  friend  from  Louisiana  having 
an  attock  of  the  ague  here  this  morning. 
[Laughter.]  This  article  is  manufactured 
from  various  kinds  of  bark,  calisaya,  cin- 
chona, Peruvian,  and  so  on,  and  the  article 
is  brought  here  as  a  raw  material   entirely 


free,  and  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  or  any- 
body else  may  go  into  its  manufacture.  It  is 
not  a  diflScult  process.  In  addition  to  that, 
California  is  making  ver^  successful  attemrtj 
in  the  cultivation  of  the  cinchona  tree,  and  wiij 
ere  long,  I  toke  it,  produce  an  article  thatvill 
cure  my  friend  at  an  ordinary,  common,  cheap 
rate.  He  will  therefore,  I  trust,  consider  that 
this  is  only  *'a  specimen  brick"  so  far  os  the 
protection  of  sugar  is  concerned,  and  will  give 
us  the  same  kind  of  a  vote  as  he  does  when 
the  question  is  raised  as  to  snear. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  One  word  in  reply.  My 
fHend  says  this  article  is  manufactured  from 
two  or  three  barks,  and  every  one  of  those 
barks  is  on  the  free  list.  My  friend  is  a  mem* 
ber  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  I  wish 
him  to  explain  how  it  happens  that  although 
these  barks,  the  component  parto  that  enter 
into  the  manufacture  of  quinine,  are  od  the 
free  list,  and  there  are  but  one  or  two  firms 
in  Philadelphia  manufacturine  this  article, 
there  is  an  ad  vahrem  toriff  of  forty-fife  per 
cent,  in  gold  upon  it?  I  should  like  to  have 
him  explain  that  if  he  can. 

I  propose  to  put  quinine  on  the  free  list 
There  is  just  about  one  million  in  gold  of 
quinine  s6ld  in  this  country,  most  of  it  manu- 
mctured  by  these  firms,  just  because  the  pres- 
ent duty  amounts  to  a  prohibition.  When  the 
toriff  was  fifteen  per  cent,  or  less,  almost  all  the 
article  was  imported  and  brought  into  the 
country,  and  then  the  fever-stricken  patieots 
could  purchase  quinine  at  $1  25  or  $1  30  so 
onnce,  for  which  they  now  pay  $2  75  and 
$8  an  ounce.  It  is  a  very  small  matter  to 
the  revenue,  and  a  very  small  matter  to  the 
immediate  representotives  of  the  coontry,  the 
Committee  on  Finance;  but  I  implore  the 
Senate,  in  th)  name  of  common  hamaDity, 
to  give  to  the  fever-stricken  patients  of  this 
country  quinine  free. 

As  to  sugar,  that  is  quite  another  thing. 
The  revenue  goes  directly  into  the  Treasury, 
not  like  the  revenue  paid  on  manufactures  in 
England,  as  on  woolens  and  carpets;  and  by 
the  way  I  propose  to  offer  an  amendment  in 
reference  to  carpeto  after  awhile. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  have  bo 
doubt  my  friend  will  get  over  his  ague  fit  by 
to-morrow.  In  relation  to  this  article,  if  there 
is  any  considerable  profit  made  on  it,  1  am 
very  sure  the  chemists  of  Louisiana  and  of 
other  portions  of  the  country  will  immediately 
embark  in  the  business  and  reduce  the  price 
of  the  article.  I  do  not  imagine  that  there 
can  be  any  valid  argument  against  allowing 
the  raw  material  to  be  brought  in  free,  for 
that  has  a  tendency  to  induce  everybody  to 
embark  in  the  business,  provided  there  is  any 
profit  in  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  to  add  quinine  to  the  free  list. 

Mr.  BLAIR  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered;  and  being  taken, 
resulted — ^yeas  22,  nays  28 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS-Meaars.  Alcorn.  Blair.  Caldwell,  CI wton, 
Davis  of  Wwt  Virnnia,  Hamilton  of  MarrlaniUaa- 
iltonof  Texas,  iiarian.  Hill,  Kelk»«,  Kelhr.  hor- 
wood.  Oaborn.  Pomeroy,  Ramsey.  Bioa,  om^» 
Spencer,  Stevenaon,  Sumner.  Tramboll.  ana  wu- 
son — 22.  , 

NAYS— Mesars.  Anthony.  Boreman.  Brownlov. 
Cameron.  Carpanter.  CbandUr.  Cole.  .Ooduibs. 
Cooper,  Corbett,  Fenton.  Ferry  of  Mioburan.  rn- 
linghoyaen,  Gilbert,  Hamlin. MorrillofMaine.^^- 
rill  of  Vermont.  Patteraoni.  Scott.  8berinaa.Sprtfn«. 
Stewart,  and  Wrifht— 23.  ,   ^    ..    ,„ 

ABSBNT-Meaara.  Amea.  Bayard.  Backingham, 
Caaserly,  Cragin.  Davia  of  Kentacky.  Bdouodj, 
Ferry  of  Conneotieut.  Flana«aa.  Ooldth wait«.Hi^- 
cock.  Howe.  Johnston,  Lewie,  Lo8aB,MortOB.ri7^ 
Pool.  Pratt,  Robertson.  Saulsbory^hurs,  bwi 
ton.  Thorman,  Tipton.  Viokefs,  Weet,  and  ww* 
dom— 28. 

So  the  amendmeat  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  qacsuon 
recurs  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  reportea 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  . 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  move  io  strike  out  the 
fortieth  line,  <*antimMiy,  erode."    The  com- 
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mittee  baye^  strack  oat  the  regnlns,  bnt  havo 
left  the  aotimony,  crude.  I  believe  the  com- 
mittee have  no  objection  to  this  ameodmenU 
I'here  is  now  only  a  duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on 
this  article.  There  is  a  new  enterprise  just 
being  inaugurated  in  Nevada  where  they  can 
manufactare  little  else,  and  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant article  there.  It  is  mannfactared,  I 
believe,  bjr  only  two  or  three  English  con- 
oems.  It  is  an  article  of  considerable  import- 
ance to  this  country.  I  believe  the  committee 
do  not  object  to  strike  this  out  in  order  that 
this  industry  may  be  protected  at  least  to  that 
extent  There  ought  to  be  an  increased  duty 
placed  on  the  article,  but  my  motion  is  simply 
to  strike  it  out  from  the  free  list  and  allow  the 
duty  to  remain  at  ten  per  cent,  upon  it  as  it 
DOW  stands. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Perhi^pM  I  ought  to  ex- 
plain to  the  Senate  that  when  line  forty  was 
inserted  we  admitted  duty  free  the  regains  of 
antimony,  and  having  struck  that  out,  I  am 
not  sure  but  that  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  ought  to  prevail,  to  strike  out 
crude  antimony.  That  leaves  on  the  free  list 
**  antimony,  ore,  and  crude  sulphuret  of;''  so 
that  the  ore  comes  in  duty  tree  and  crude 
antimony. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  of  any  importance  at  all  whether  it 
is  in  or  out.  This  is  merely  the  ore.  It  is  a 
heavy,  cumbrous  article  that  would  never,  in 
my  judgment,  be  brought  here ;  but  if  the 
Senator  from  Oregon  desires  to  have  it  oat,  I 
have  no  objection. 

Mr.  CORBfiTT.  I  think  it  had  better  go 
out. 

The  amendment,  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  adding  what  is  contained  in 
lines  twenty-eicht,  twenty- nine,  thirty,  and 
thirty-one,  on  the  second  page  of  the  bill  as 
it  was  offered  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
In  order  to  mske  it  appropriate  I  suppose  I 
shall  have  to  offer  as  an  amendment  tne  first 
part  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  commencing  at  line  five — 

Tbat  on  and  after  the  let  day  of  July.  A.  D.  1872, 
in  lion  of  the  datiet  heretofore  inpoeed  by  law  on 
the  artioles  meotioned  in  this  section,  there  shall  be 
levied,  eolleoced,  and  paid  on  the  soods,  wares,  and 
merehaodise  in  this- section  ennmerated,  imported 
from  foreign  countries,  the  folloirinf  ditties  mad 
rates  of  doty,  that  is  to  say : 

Od  salt  in  balk,  and  on  all  rock  salt,  or  mineral 
salt,  nine  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds. 

On  salt,  in  bags,  sacks,  barrels,  or  other  i^wksces, 
twelve  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds. 

I  believe  that  reduces  the  present  duty  on 
salt  just  one  half.     Am  I  right? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Having  tned  yesterday 
to  put  salt  on  the  free  list  uusuocsssfully,  I  now 
propose  to  add  the  salt  duty  to  the  present 
amendment  in  the  same  form  as  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  recommended  it.  If  the  bill 
passes  as  it  is  now  pending,  there  will  be  no 
reduction  whatever  of  the  duty  upon  salt.  My 
amendment  proposes  to  reduce  the  duty  t>n 
salt  just  one  half,  if  I  am  correct,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  will  inform  me 
if  I  am  correct. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Just  one  half. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  to  reduce  it  one  half,  and  I  offer 
that  as  an  amendment  to  the  pending  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  that  the 
pendinji^  amendment  now  reported  from  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  as  each  amendment 
ia  taken  up  separately,  is  simplv  the  free  list. 
After  that  will  then  come  up  the  second  sec- 
tion,* which  enumerates  a  number  of  artioles 
redociog  the  doty  upon  them  ten  per  cent.  It 
will  then  be  in  order  to  move  this  amendment, 
which  is  not  a  proposition  to  add  to  the  free 
list,  or,  after  that  shall  have  been  disposed  of, 
to  move  it  as  an  independent  proposition. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    The  vote  will  first  be 


taken)  theft,  on  egreting  to  the  amendment 
adding  the  free  list? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  free  list  by 
itself. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  that  after  the  amendments  that 
have  already  been  agreed  to  in  committee 
have  been  acted  upon,  he  can  then  offer  this 
as  an  independent  section. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  propose  to 
offer  it  at  this  moment  if  it  embarrasses  the 
proceedings.  I  will  withdraw  it  for  the  present. 
1  think  the  better  place  probably  will  be  to 
offer  it  on  the  second  section. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  reserve  it  until  the  time  comes  when  the 
Senator  desires  to  offer  it. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  move  to  insert  '^salt"  on 
the  free  list.  I  do  so  becanse  I  think  that  is 
the  most  odious  of  all  the  taxes  that  are  im- 
posed by  the  tariff  or  by  any  other  process  of 
taxation. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  has  sugges'ted  an  amendment, 
which  he  Las  reserved,  proposing  the  same 
reduction  on  salt  which  the  Committee  on 
Finance  reported ;  but  the  Chair  understands 
that  the  Senator  from  Missouri  desires  to  have 
the  question  taken  now  on  the  absolute  free* 
dom  of  salt. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  heard  the  suggestion  of  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  and  as  a  matter  of  course 
I  should  have  voted  for  his  motion  had  he  seen 
proper  to  offer  it.  I  desire  now  to  offer  the 
same  amendment  that  was  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator vesterday,  to  insert  salt  upon  the  free  list, 
and  I  do  so  becanse  I  regard  the  tax  on  salt 
as  a  most  iniquitous  tax;  one  that  is  utterly 
indefensible. 

The  ground  upon  which  Senators  have 
placed  the  defense  of  this  tax  is  that  it  is  a 
vast  benefit  to  certain  laborers;  that  it  en- 
ables certain  persons  to  obtain  employment 
who  would  not  otherwise  have  it  at  high 
rates  of  waces  for  their  labor.  In  my  opin- 
ion none  or  these  industries  that  are  pro- 
tected have  anything  to  do  with  raising  the 
wages  of  labor.  In  my  judgment|  the  price 
of  labor  in  this  country  is  regulated,  not  bv 
the  protected  industries,  but  by  that  much 
greater  interest,  the  unprotected  industries; 
industries  that  are  not  only  unprotected,  but 
that  are  plundered  for  the  protection  of  other 
interests.  These  are  the  great  industries  that 
give  value  to  the  labor  of  this  country  and 
have  always  given  value  to  it.  Those  are 
the  industries  that  regulate  the  price  of  labor. 
It  will  be  a  sad  day  for  the  laborers  of  this 
country,  if  it  should  ever  come,  when  these 
monopolies  will  have  it  in  their  power  to  reg- 
ulate the  rate  of  wages  in  this  country. 

We  can  look  back  to  the  time  when  we  had 
no  tariff,  and  we  find  the  rate  of  wages  of  labor 
in  this  country  at  those  times  was  just  as  much 
above  the  rate  of  wages  in  the  old  countries 
as  it  is  now  under  the  protective  tariff.  There 
are  a  hundred  laborers  engaged  in  other  occu- 
pations to  eve»  one  who  is  employed  by  these 
monopolies.  It  is  the  value  of  -  labor  in  all 
these  unprotected  industries  that  gives  value 
to  the  labor  of  those  that  are  engaged  in  these 
manufactories  that  are  protected ;  and  yet 
Senators  would  have  us  believe  that  all  the 
laborers  of  this  country  owe  their  prosperity 
to  these  monopolies  1 

How  much  do  the  laborers  of  this  country 
owe  to  the  salt  monopolies  of  New  York  and 
the  Saginaw  and  the  Ohio  companies?  Are 
they  indebted  to  them  fiir  paying  a  rent  of 
$76,000  a  year  to  the  Kaoawna  sslt- works  and 
closing  them  up?  These  united  monopolies 
have  closed  up  the  Kanawha  salt-works.  They 
pay  an  annual  rent  of  $76,000  for  those  works, 
and  have  shut  them  up  to  prevent  production 
in  order  to  enhance  the  value  of  the  products 
of  their  other  works. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  The  informaUon  of  the 
Senator  is  at  variance  with  mine  in  r^ard  to 


the  Kanawha  salt-works.  A  portion  of  the 
works  have  been  suspended  temporarily,  but 
there  is  a  portion  of  them  at  work  manufac- 
turing salt     That  is  my  information. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  speak  upon  the  authority  of 
persons  very  well  informed  on  this  question, 
who  state  that  these  works  were  rented  or 
leased  at  what  is  called  a  dead  rent  of  $76,000 
by  the  combined  companies  of  Onondaga, 
Syracuse,  the  Ohio  company,  and  the  Saginaw 
company. 

Now,  how  many  laborers  are  employed  in 
these  salt-works?  There  are  not  iU>ove  ten 
thousand  laborers  in  this  country  employed  ia 
the  production  of  salt.  The  production  of  salt 
has  got  to  be  a  monopoly  in  this  country.  Yes- 
terday the  Senator  from  Kansas  [Mr.  Pons* 
rot]  informed  us  they  had  a  little  salt- work 
in  the  State  of  Kansas :  that  they  were  attempt- 
ing to  build  up  an  inaustry  of  that  kind,  and 
hedescribedthe  difficulty  that  this  young  enter- 
prise encountered.  These  old  monopolies  pro- 
tected by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
had  gone  into  his  State  and  undersold  them, 
and  put  down  the  price  of  salt  so  low  that  the 
new  company  could  not  produce  it  in  compe- 
tition with  them. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  a  moment,  that  I  may  obtain  some  inform- 
ation from  him  ? 

Mr.  BLAIR.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  I  understand  him  to 
sa^  that  the  salt  business  is  a  monopoly  in 
this  country.  Is  he  aware  of  the  relation 
which  the  quantity  of  imported  salt  botrs  to 
the  quantity  of  honse-manufiustursd  salt? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Yes,  sir,  I  am  quite  aware  of  it. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  m  what  sense, 
if  the  Senatof  will  be  good  enough  to  ex- 
plain, can  he  say  that  the  salt  production  is  a 
monopolv  ? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  descriptions  of  salt  im- 
ported into  this  country  are  descriptions  of 
salt  that  cannot  be  manufactured  and  that 
would  come  into  the  country  if  the  tariff  were 
four  or  &y%  times  what  it  is  now ;  but  of  the 
quality  of  salt  that  is  manufactured  in  this 
country  these  three  associations  have  a  mo- 
nopoly, becanse  they  exclude  the  salt  of  the 
same  quality  which  is  brought  from  other 
countries. 

Now,  sir,  there  is  no  necessity  for  this  pro- 
tection. I  have  shown  upon  the  authority  of 
the  Senator  from  Kansas  that  these  monopolies 
have  entered  into  a  conspiracy  to  prevent  any 
other  persons  from  producing  salt  in  this  coun- 
try;  that  they  will  actually  take  their  salt  and 
sell  it  at  low  prices  for  such  a  time  as  will 
enable  them  to  destroy  any  new  companies 
who  have  not  accumulated  an  immense  capital 
as  they  have  by  their  long  monopoly  of  the 
market.  .  ^ 

Furthermore,  this  protection  or  duty  H  not 
necessary,  as  shown  by  the  fact  that  these  com- 
panies sell  enormous  quanties  of  salt  in  the 
Canada  market,  where  they  have  no  protec- 
tion; and  they  actually  sell  in  the  Canada 
market  for  one  half  the  price  that  they  demand 
from  the  people  of  Syracuse  themselves  where 
their  salt-works  are  located.  The  salt-works 
that  belong  to  the  State  of  New  York,  and  are 
leased  to  a  set  of  monopolists,  will  not  sell  the 
citizens  of  their  own  State  for  less  than  double 
the  price  that  they  exact  from  Uie  Canadians. 
The  patriotism  or  the  Senate  is  appealed  to  to 
give  these  men  protection  to  enable  them  to 
compete  with  tne  foreigner,  and  to  enable 
them  to  sell  salt  to  the  citisens  of  our  own 
country  at  double  the  price  they  demand  from 
the  Caoadians  I 

It  is  equally  true,  and  equally  well  known , 
that  these  salt  companies  sell  to  the  New  Eng- 
land fishermen  for  the  same  price  as  is  de- 
manded for  the. imported  salt;  showing  that 
without  a  tariff  they  are  able  to  compete  on 
the  sea-coast  itself  with  the  importers  of  for- 
eign salt.  And  yet,  sir,  the  ten  thousand 
laborers  engaged  in  the  masafaotore  of  salt 
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demand  that  the  fortv  million  people  of  this 
country  shall  be  tazea  for  their  benefit.  The 
great  laboring  population  of  the  country,  the 
people  who  are  eogaeed  in  businessi  who  are 
engaged  in  the  production  and  preaervation 
of  meat*  of  food  for  the  people,  are  taxed  to 
support  these  monopolies,  when  it  is  demon- 
strable that  they  do  not  need  any  protection 
whatever.  They  can  compete  upon  the  sea- 
coast  itself  with  the  imported  article. 

The  pretense  is  put  forward  that  they  have 
an  immense  capital  involved.  I  have  seen  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Wells,  who  got  his  informa- 
tion from  these  manufacturers  themselves  upon 
oath,  that  they  have  not  more  than  $160,000 
invested  in  these  salt-works,  and  that  all  the 
stock  which  they  say  represents  $1,600,000  is 
watered  stock.  That  is  the  distinct  statement 
made  by  Mr.  Wells,  who  says  he  obtained  it 
from  these  men  when  he  examined  them  upon 
their  oaths.  They  have  watered  their  stock. 
In  the  first  place,  they  obtained  a  magnificent 
franchise  from  the  State  of  New  York.  Tbey  pay 
but  a  small  royalty  for  the  use  of  the  State  works. 
One  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  the 
original  investment,  is  all  their  capital,  and 
they  have  realized  ten  percent,  a  month, as  is 
shown  by  the  examination  of  Mr.  Wells,  upon 
all  the  capital  they  have  invested  ;  and  yet 
they  come  here  with  a  cry  that  they  are  im- 
poverished, and  must  needs  tax  the  entire 
population  of  this  country  in  order  to  enable 
them  to  compete  with  foreigners,  although  it 
is  notorious  that  they  can  go  abroad  and 
compete  in  tbe  Canadian  market,  that  they  can 
go  down  to  the  sea-shore  and  sell  salt  to  fish- 
ermen who  are  entitled  to*  a  drawback  when 
they  buy  foreign  salt.  I  have  here  a  paragraph 
from  Mr.  Wells  in  reference  to  the  salt-works 
at  Syracuse,  which  I  will  read  to  the  Senate. 
Mr.  Wells  says : 

"  Id  the  ease  of  one  company,  located  at  Syracuse. 
New  York,  the  record— too  remarkable  to  be  pused 
by  unnoticed — is  substantially  as  follows :  the  com- 
pany was  formed  in  ISdO,  by  leasing  nud  consolidat- 
luffall  previously  existing  interests,  ut  a  valuation 
of  $3,200,000,  or  from  twenty  to  thirty  percent,  above 
their  true  value,  on  which  an  anoual  interest  of 
twelve  per  cent,  was  guarantied.  The  stockholders 
then  contributed  $160,000  as  a  working  capital.  The 
first  thing  that  was  done  hy  the  new  organixation 
was  to  discontinue  and  abandon  a  very  considerable 
proportion  of  the  leased  property,  but  upon  the 
accepted  Talnation  of  which  they  have  nevertheless 
continued  to  pay,  from  that  time  to  this^welve  per 
cent,  per  annum,  as  per  agreement,  on  $384,000.  The 
first  dividend  was  made  in  1861,  of  seven  per  cent.; 
after  that  the  company  paid  in  cash  as  many  as  six 
dividends  in  one  year,  one  of  which  was  twelve  and 
n  half  per  cent.  Subsequently  a  stock  dividend 
was  made  of  one  hundred  per  cent.,  increasing  their 
workingcapiul  thereby  to  $320,000;  and  in  1870  a 
fresh  stock  dividend,  which  increased  the $320,000  to 
$1,200,000,  with  additional  property,  estimated  at 
$600,000,  on  all  of  which  regular  dividends  have  been 
paid,  without  the  assessment  of  the  stockholders  of 
asinf  le  dollar  beyond  the  $160,000  first  contributed. 
And  It  is  also  to  be  noticed,  as  showing  how  com- 
pletijf  the  fiscal  legislation  of  the  country  has  been 
giveA>ver  to  these  and  kindred  monopolies,  that  at 
the  very  time  when  the  large  profits  referred  to 
were  being  accumulated  and  distributed  this  same 
company,  with  others,  petitioned  Congress,  in  1866, 
to  further  increase  the  duties  on  foreign  salt  from 
eighteen  and  twenty-four  cents  to  thirty  and  forty- 
two  oents  per  hundred,  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
necessary  to  still  farther  protect  this  branch  of 
American  industry  from  foreign  competition"— 

And  this,  too,  when  they  were  making  six 
dividends  a  year,  one  of  them  a  dividend  of 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent. — 

**And  in  accordance  with  the  prayers  of  the  peti- 
tioners, the  House  of  Representatives  did  vote  to 
Increase  the  duties  from  eighteen  and  twenty -fonr 
oents  to  twenty-four  and  thirty-six  oents— yeas  86, 
nays  32.  The  bill,  however,  by  nbn-concurrence  of 
tbe  Senate,  (mainly  for  want  of  time)  failed  to  be- 
come a  law ;  and  the  duties  have  since  remained  as 
they  were  at  the  termination  of  the  war." 

Mr.  President,  this  statement  gives  to  the 
Senate  and  to  the  country  a  just  conception 
of  the  character  of  these  soulless  monopolies. 
Almost  before  the  close  of  the  war  they  came 
before  Congress  and  demanded  that  the  tariff 
should  be  still  further  raised  upon  their  pro- 
duct, at  the  very  time  they  were  making  six 
divfdends  a  year,  one  of  them  being  twelve 
and  a  half  per  cent. 


Sir,  under  no  ciroumBtanoeswonld  I  consent 
to  vote  a  tax  upon  this  article,  an  article  which 
is  80  essential  not  only  to  the  comfort,  but  to 
the  health  and  to  the  life  of  our  people.  We 
hav6  voted  to  put  tea  and  coffee  upon  the  free 
list.  Everybody  knows  that  neither  tea  nor 
coffee  is  a  necessary  of  life.  Everybody  knows 
that  either,  so  far  from  being  a  necessary  of 
life,  is  a  luxury,  in  very  common  use,  I  admit, 
among  the  people  of  this  country,  but  believed 
by  many  to  be  anything  but  conducive  to  health, 
believed  by  many  to  be  deleterious  to  the  health 
of  those  who  use  it.  And  yet  in  order  to  give 
a  free  breakfast,  as  it  is  called,  to  tbe  people 
of  our  coQntry,  these  gentlemen  come  forward 
and  vote  to  put  tea  and  coffee  upon  the  free 
list,  and  at  tbe  very  same  time  all  of  them 
stand  firmly  in  defense  of  protecting  and 
thereby  enhancing  the  price  of  salt,  which  is 
necessary  to  the  comfort,  health,  and  life  of 
the  people  of  the  country. 

The  reason  for  this,  undoubtedly,  is  the  desire 
of  those  who  are  in  favor  of  the  principle  of 
protection  to  take  away  that  revenue  which  is 
derived  from  the  taxation  of  tea  and  coffee 
from  the  Government,  and  thus  make  it  neces- 
sary to  raise  the  revenue  demanded  for  the 
expenses  of  this  Government  from  other  arti- 
cles which  are  manufactured  in  this  country. 
In  that  the  protectionists  have  been  triumph- 
ant. It  is  their  triumph.  It  remains  to  be 
seen  how  long  they  will  enjoy  this  triumph. 
In  my  judgment,  the  longer  they  continue  this 
system  of  oppression,  of  taxing  the  people  of 
this  country  three  or  four  dollars  for  every 
dollar  that  goes  into  the  Treasury  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  the  Government,  the  sharper  will 
be  the  retribution  which  will  come  upon  them. 
Other  matters  have  occupied  the  people  of  this 
country  for  many  years,  questions  very  differ- 
ent from  the  economical  questions  to  which 
their  attention  is  now  being  turned  ;  questions 
of  reorganization,  questions  of  reconstruction, 
questions  which  aroused  bitterness  and  ani- 
mosity between  the  two  sections. 

1  rejoice  to  believe  that  these  things  are 
passing  away,  and  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  the  coi\ntry  can  now  be  fixed  upon  the 
enormities  and  the  iniquities  of  the  tariff,  by 
which  our  people  have  been  plundered  right 
and  left,  by  which  they  are  made  to  pay  from 
three  to  five  dollars  for  every  dollar  that  is 
raised  to  go  iuto  the  Treasury  to  pay  the  debts 
of  the  country.  Of  these  measures  the  most 
iniquitous  is  this  salt  tax.  Colonel  Benton, 
in  one  of  bis  speeches,  denounced  the  taxa- 
tion of  salt  as  an  impiety,  as  an  extortion  from 
the  whole  body  of  the  people  upon  a  neces- 
sity of  life  in  order  to  feed  a  few  monopolies 
under  the  name  of  supporting  eight  or  ten 
thousand  laborers. 

Do  these  laborers  share  in  any  of  this 
watered  stock  or  these  dividends?  .  Are  their 
wages  any  higher,  or  are  they  as  high  as  the 
wages  of  common  laborers  in  the  West.  Do 
not  the  western  States  to-day,  where  there 
are  no  manufactures,  give  higher  wages  than 
do  any  of  these  manufacturing  States?  It 
is  an  absurdity  to  say  that  the  wages  in  this 
country  are  raised  by  the  manufacturers. 
There  is  nothing  in  it.  It  is  absurd  and 
false.  Throughout  the  West,  throughout  those 
States  where  we  have  little  or  no  manufac- 
turing, we  pay  higher  wages  than  any  manu- 
facturing State  pays.  It  is  the  new  and  the 
vigorous  West  that  regulates  the  rate  of  wages 
in  this  country,  that  renders  it  necessary 
for  the  manufacturers  of  the  eastern  States, 
in  order  to  retain  their  labor,  which  would 
otherwise  go  to  the  West,  to  pay  higheir 
wages.  That  is  an  answer  to  the  absurd 
proposition  that  these  monopolists  are  rais- 
ing wages  for  the  people  of  this  country. 

1  on  have  by  this  tariff  business  stricken 
down  some  of  the  greatest  industries  of  our 
country.  What  has  become  of  your  ship-build- 
ing interest?  Dead,  killed  stone  dead  by  the 
spirit  of  protection.     Where  are  your  woolen 


mannfactares?  They  have  been  protected  to 
death  by  your  legislation,  and  I  observe  tbat 
these  gentlemen  whose  compassion  is  so  great 
for  the  laborer,  who  talk  so  much  about  tbe 
wages  of  labor  and  about  the  necessii;  of 
establishing  manufactures  in  order  to  raise  tbe 
wages  of  labor,  are  those  who  have  carried 
forward  these  measures. 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  fact 
that  their  tariff  is  always  the  highest  on  Uie 
goods  which  are  consumed  by  the  poor  peo- 
ple of  the  country.  The  tariff  upon  coarse 
woolens,  the  tariff  upon  blankets,  is  doable 
that  upon  fine  cloths;  that  is  to  saj,  tbe 
coarse  blankets  and  the  coarse  wooleosthat 
are  worn  by  the  poor  people,  for  whom  tbe 
gentlemen  have  so  much  compassioo,  an 
taxed  double  the  fine  cloths  which  are  won 
by  the  wealthy  classes.  So  looking  throogh 
the  whole  list  of  the  tariff,  upon  this  article, 
salt,  which  is  consumed  universally  by  all  tbe 
people,  and  in  as  large  quantities  by  the  poor 
as  by  the  rich,  the  duty  is  veir  high. 

Mr.  President,  I  shall  not  detain  the  Senate 
longer.  I  simply  call  attention  to  this  tax. 
Inasmuch  as  this  free  list  contains  maoj  ani- 
cles  placed  upon  it  because  they  enter  iato 
manufacturing  and  give  advantages  to  oar 
manufacturers,  I  wish  at  least  to  add  one 
article,  the  most  necessary  of  all  the  articles 
for  the  people  and  the  whole  people  of  tbe 
country,  which  is  more  necessary  than  aoj 
other  article  upon  which  we  collect  a  tax  for 
the  heidih  and  the  well-being  of  our  people, 
and  which  cannot  be  taxed  without  doiog  in- 
justice to  millions  of  people  for  the  beoefit 
of  a  few.  I  trust  that  my  motion  to  pat  ibis 
article  on  the  free  list  will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Mr.  President,  notbiog 
could  have  been  further  from  my  expectstioa 
than  to  enter  this  morning,  or  at  any  lime 
hereafter,  into  a  discussion  of  the  duty  on  salt 
The  matter  seemed  to  me  disposed  by  ibe 
vote  the  other  day.  I  should  not  saj  a  word 
in  regard  to  it  but  for  the  very  animated,  not 
to  say  excited,  remarks  of  my  honorable  frieod 
from  Missouri,  [Mr.  Bla.i&.]  He  seems  tbii 
morning  to  have  experienced  a  free- trade  inspi- 
ration, and  to  have  selected  salt  as  furnisbiof 
a  copious  and  instructive  text  to  preach  from. 
His  remarks  were  evidently  designed  entirely 
for  the  8enate,  intended  to  convince  Senators, 
not  for  effect  elsewhere. 

Assuming  facts  convenient  to  his  oonclosioo, 
he  states  a  case  which  may  seem  iaaposing  to 
those  who  know  nothing  of  the  facts  as  tbey 
exist. 

Without  going  at  laive  into  the  subject,  let 
me  ask  the  attention  otthe  Senate  to  the  lack 
of  provocation  for  the  denunciatory  sod  elo- 
quent oration  we  have  heard.  The  facts  toacb- 
ing  American  salt,  are  in  part  these:  tbere 
is  manufactured  in  the  country  a  useful  article 
which  pays  annuallv  into  the  coffers  of  tbe 
nation  a  million  and  a  half  of  revenue,  u 
producing  this  article,  $15,000,000  of  capiul 
is  iuYested.  The  manufacture'  employs  not 
eight  or  ten  thousand  workmen,  as  the  Seoator 
suggested,' but  twenty  thousand  it  is  said;  aod 
not  fewer  than  one  hundred  thousand  me^ 
women,  and  children  are  directly  connected 
with  it  or  dependent  on  it.  This  capital  tbas 
invested  does  not  produce  twelve  per  cent^  a 
month.  I  think  the  Senator  from  Missoan 
became  at  one  point  so  enthusiastic  as  to  say 
on  somebody's  authority  that  it  yielded tvelre 
per  cent,  a  month.  .     . 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  said  upon  the  authonty  of 
Mr.  Wells,  who  is  confessedly  the  bestaaibo^ 
ity.  on  this  subject,  that  in  one  year  they  mwe 
six  dividends,  and  one  of  the  divideods  vtf 
twelve  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Did  not  the  Senator  say 
twelve  per  cent,  a  month? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  do  not  recollect  that  rtirfe- 
ment.  I  read  it  from  a  statement  of  Mr. 
Wells,  and  1  will  read  it  again  to  the  Senator 
if  he  desires. 
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Mr  CONKLING.  If  the  Senator  says  Mr. 
Ai^eUs  says  so,  I  take  do  issue  with  bim  there. 
If  be  makes  the  statement  as  a  fact,  that  cap- 
ikal  employed  in  salt-wrorks  pays  inordinate 
pro&t,  whether  upon  the  authority  of  Mr. 
Wells  or  of  any  other  professor  or  doctrinaire 
ID  statistics,  I  deny  it. 

Mr.  B  Li  AIR.  I  have  my  eye  upon  that  now. 

This  ia  from  Mr.  Wells : 

"  The  irBt  diTidond  wm  made  in  1861  of  seTen  per 
cent.   After  that  the  companj  paid  "— 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Of  which  company  is 
the  Senator  speaking? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  salt  company,  the  Onon- 
daga, at  Syracuse — 

"After  that  the  company  paid  in  cash  as  many  as 
six  divideods  in  one  year,  one  of  which  was  twelve 
and  a  half  percent.*' 

Mr.  CONKLING.     What  year  was  that? 

Mr.  BLAIH.  JEIe  does  not  state  the  year. 
The  first  dividend  was  made  in  1861,  of  seven 
per  cent. 

"After  that  the  company  paid  in  cash  as  many  as 
six  dividends  in  one  year,  one  of  which  was  twelve 
and  a  half  percent.  Subsequently  a  single  dividend 
was  made  of  one  hundred  per  cent.,  and  they  again 
increased  their  capital  by  a  stock  dividend  to  the 
same  amount.*' 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Undoubtedly,  if  all  this 
ever  happened,  it  was  since  the  Christian  era 
and  i%ince  the  year  1861 ;  but  if  it  implies  that 
DOW,  or  recently,  such  profits  have  been  or  can 
be  made,  I  deny  it.  I  do  not  care  on  whose 
authority  it  is  read. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  Will  the  Senator  yield 
to  me  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Yes,  sir. 

Mrw  CALDWELL.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
sonri  stated  that  one  dividend  had  been  made 
in  one  year  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  did  not  state  any  such  thing. 
I  staled  that  they  made  six  dividends  in  one 
year  and  one  of  the  dividends  was  twelve  and 
a  half  per  cent  made  iu  that  year. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  That  is  what  I  meant 
to  have  atated,  that  he  said  there  were  six 
dividends  made  in  one  year  and  one  of  them 
was  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.  I  wish  to 
ask  the  Senator  how  much  per  cent,  the  other 
dividends  were?  They  may  have  been  one 
per  cent.  If  they  were  all  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent,  it  would  show  pretty  big  profits. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  That  would  depend  a  good 
deal  on  the  watering  of  the  stock. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  You  have  no  evidence 
that  the  stock  was  watered. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  most  have  been 
watered  with  salt  water. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  There  is  very  little  salt  in 
the  water. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  these  Senators  have 
now  arranged  their  views  about  Mr.  Wells  and 
the  stock  watering,  let  me  continue  my  re- 
marks. There  is  an  old  saying  that  *'  figures 
cannot  lie  " — a  random  saying.  There  is  noth- 
iDg  by  which  plain  people  are  more  juggled  and 
duped  sometimes  than  by  figures;  and  when 
one  of  these  doctrinaires,  and  theorists  skilled 
in  putiing  figures  together  and  taking  them 
apart  so  Siat  you  caunot  always  see  how  it  is 
done,  setaabout  proving  something,  I  am  afraid 
people  who  are  no  better  book-keepers  than 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  and  my- 
self are  likely  to  be  puzzled  and  deceived. 

I  have  lying  before  me  statements  made 
by  Judge  Comstock,  of  the  city  of  Syracuse, 
known,  I  think,  to  the  Senator  from  Missonri, 
and  he  can  judge  of  the  veracity  of  this  wit- 
nesa  and  of  his  opportunities  of  knowledge. 
I  undertake  to  say,  basing  my  statement  upon 
his  assertion  and  'Upon  that  of  other  well- 
known  men,  that  this  statement  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Missouri,  as  applicable  to  the 
present,  or  at  all  in  the  sense  in  which  he 
gives  it  to  us,  is  without  foundation. 

1  say  further  that  the  capital  invested  in  the 
production  of  salt  does  not  pay,  and  has  not  re- 
eentlypaid  more  than  seven  per  cent,  per  an- 
itam.  I  might  with  truth  say  someijbiing  more. 
I  think  the  Senator  from  West  Virginia  will 


confirm  me,  and  sworn  statements  will  con- 
firm me  if  I  go  further.  But  this  is  far  enough. 
I  have  and  can  send  to  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri the  details,  the  data,  the  minutia  show- 
ing this.  The  '^  monopoly,"  as  he  calls  it.  of 
the  salt  company  of  Onondaga  has  openea  its 
books.  They  have  been  ransacked  and  invest- 
igated thoroughly.  The  whole  thing  is  pub- 
lic; it  is  not  hid  under  a  bnsbeli  but  set  on  a 
hill ;  and  I  tell  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri,  when  he  affirms  that  twelve  per  cent, 
with  five  other  dividends  in  one  year  is  made 
now,  or  have  in  the  present  condition  of  things 
ever  been  made  by  the  Onondaga  Salt  Com- 
pany, his  statement  is  justly  described  in  a 
communication  before  me  as  outrunning  the 
Arabian  Knights'  entertainment*  There  is 
nothingin  it. 

Mr.  rresident,  this  business^  in  which  fifleen 
millions  of  capital  is  employed,  in  which 
twenty  thousana  operatives  are  engaged,  upon 
which  one  hundred  thousand  people  are  wholly 
or  largely  dependent,  which  pays  a  million 
and  a  half  of  revenue  to  the  Government 
yearly,  reaches  a  production  of  less  than 
twenty  million  bushels  of  salt  all  told.  That 
is  a  liberal  estimate.  Under  the  tariff  which 
existed  at  the  commencement  of  the  war  four- 
teen million  bnsbels  were  imported ;  that  was 
the  maximum.  Twelve  million  bushels  are  im* 
ported  now ;  so  that  this  protected  monopoly, 
as  the  Senator  calls  it,  has  made  an  inroad  of 
only  two  million  bushels  upon  the  foreu^n 
market.  The  capacity  of  the  present  salt' 
works  is  twenty-five  million  bushels,  and  that 
capacity  is  curtailed  and  stinted,  not  by  the 
market,  not  by  the  consumption  of  the  coun- 
try, for  that  rises  to  thirty-two  million  bushels, 
but  is  kept  down  to  less  than  twenty  million 
by  fourteen  million  bushels  of  foreign  import- 
ations. 

If  Senators  carry  in  mind  this  brief  state- 
ment, they  must  see  that  there  is  a  very  small 
fraction  of  a  question  remaining^  to  be  argued 
by  those  who  believe  in  protecting  even  inci* 
dentally  American  industry.  Raw  material 
receives  no  protection,  none  whatever.  Brine, 
sail  water,  the  raw  material  or  natural  pro- 
duct whence  salt  comes,  is  of  no  value;  it 
represents  a  cipher  in  the  sum ;  it  is  counted 
as  nothing.  The  whole  subject  protected  is 
capital  and  labor.  It  is  perhaps  the  purest, 
strictest  instance  of  value  residing  in  process 
or  manufi&cture  alone  that  can  be  found  in 
the  tariff.  Take  all  forms  and  shapes  of  lum- 
ber; take  everything  made  of  iron,  iron  in  its 
rawest  or  highest  useful  state ;  take  even  coal 
lying  in  its  bed,  small  as  the  royalty  is,  and 
you  find  an  element  of  value  and  an  increment 
of  cost  in  the  Taw  material  itself.  Nearly 
every  material  bought  and  sold  has  market 
value  in  its  rudest  state.  Nearly  every  provi- 
dential provision  which  man  turns  to  com- 
mercial account,  nearly  every  gifl  of  nature  em- 
ployed by  man,  has  some  pecuniary  value  at 
thestart.  Brine  is  a  rare  exception.  Here  you 
find  a  destitution,  it  is  hardly  too  much  to  say 
a  total  lack  of  value  in  the  raw  material.  All 
the  value  is  imparted  by  the  process,  by  the 
labor,  by  the  investment  out  of  which  the  pro- 
duct comes.  But  this  is  not  all ;  the  raw  ma^ 
terial,  like  the  air,  is  without  value  to  buy  or 
sell,  but  unlike  the  air,  it  is  useless  also. 

It  is  not  good  for  use ;  it  cumbers  the  earth, 
and  art,  labor,  and  investment  turn  it  to  a 
savor,  a  luxury,  a  necessity,  a  valuable  staple 
commodity.    . 

Where  shall  we  place  protection  of  home 
industry,  if  not  here?  Who  but  an  extravagant 
free  trader,  who  in  Am  erica  will  gainsay  this, 
unless  he  denies  even  incidental  protection  in 
a  revenue  tariff? 

There  are  many  kinds  of  tariff  Democrats ; 
there  are  divers  creeds  in  the  Democratic 
party  about  protection  and  anti-protection. 
When  you  talk  to  Democrats  about  the  tariff, 
you  find  them  like  the  school -master  who  was 
examined  in  advance,  and  was  asked  among 
other  things  whether  he  thought  the  earth  was 


flat  or  round.  He  said  some  thought  it  flat 
and  some  thought  it  round,  and  he  was  willing 
to  teach  either  way,  just  as  the  parents  of  the 
children  preferred.  So  a  Democrat  in. Penn- 
sylvania^ teaches  the  doctrine  one  way  ;  there 
it  is  protection  for  iron  and  coal;  and  a  Dem- 
ocrat, where  there  is  nothing  local  to  protect, 
teaches  it  in  the  other  way.  The  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri  is.  I  think,  of  the  latter 
sort;  he  is  of  that  sort  who,  wherever  they  see 
a  head  of  protection,  hit  it;  they  regard  the 
system  of  protecting  American  industry  as  a 
DonnybrooK  fair;  wherever  there  is  a  head, 
there  they  bit  It  usually  happens  in  these 
Donnybrook  fair  tariff  raids  that  those  heads 
of  protection  are  most  pommeled  which 
affora  the  best  opportunity  to  raise  prejudices 
and  rouse  party  passion. 

This  being  the  attitude  of  the  Senator,  I 
cannot  argue  this  question  with  him.  Why? 
Because  he  is  opposed  to  protecting  American 
labor.  If  he  held  that  revenue  should  be 
raised  b^  such  discriminallbn  as  offers  a  bounty 
to  American  labor,  and  not  to  the  labor  of 
foreign  nations,  then  I  could  argue  with  hint^ 
successfully,  because  searching  the  whole 
schedule  of  the  tariff  we  can  find  no  instance 
in  which  protection  is  confined  to  industry 
and  capital  and  labor,  and  these  only,  more 
strictly  than  it  is  in  the  case  of  salt. 

I  admit  that  if  to  accomplish  this,  an  excess- 
ive imposition  of  duty  exists  in  the  law,  the 
case  is  one  of  gvievauce,  one  for  correction. 
The  honorable  Senator  read  from  somebody 
(I  believe  that  was  not  Mr.  Wells,  but  some 
other  Democratic  teacher,  I  presume,)  a  state- 
ment on  this  subjf*ct.  I  read  in  reply  a  state- 
mentsigned  by  a  number  of  men  whose  veracity 
the  Senate  will  not  doubt,  whose  opportunities 
for  knowledge  are  absolute,  and  who  give  the 
facts  in  this  regard.  First,  they  show  'Hhat 
the  American  manufacturers  sell  their  entire 
annual  product  at  a  price  not  exceeding  two 
dollars  per  barrel,  averaging  the  sales  at  all 
points  of  the  United  States,  however  near  qr 
however  distant  from  their  works,  until  the 
salt  goes  out  of  their  hands  into  the  hands 
of  the  dealer  or  consumer.''  The  figures  are 
given  more  minutely;  I  do  not  stop  to  read 
them.  I  take  as  true  the  statement  that  two 
dollars  a  barrel  is  the  average  price  received 
by  the  manufacturers  of  salt  when  the  process 
is  completed.  Now,  as  to  the  statement  about 
the  two  hundred  per  cent,  tariff.  These  gen* 
tlemen  consider  this  allegation,  and  quote  it : 

'*  Firat^  The  present  tariff  on  salt  is  two  hundred 
per  cent.,  and  that  it  doublee  the  cost  of  salt  to  the 
conBumer  without  proportional  revenue  to  the  (Gov- 
ernment." 

They  say : 

**In  refutation  of'this  statement  we  refer  your 
honorable  body  to  the  actual  tariff  as  established  in 
1864.  which  ia  precisely  eighteen  cents  per  one  hnn- 
dred  pounds.  By  looking  at  the  quotations  in  New 
York  It  will  be  seen  that  this  duty  does  not  much 
exceed  twenty-five  per  cent,  upon  the  average  price 
and  value  of  the  different  kinds  of  foreign  salt  ia 
that  market." 

Not  **  two  hundred  per  cent.,"  but  twenty- 
five  per  cent.,  and  here  are  the  figures  and 
quotations  to  prove  the  truth  of  the  statement: 

"And  as  to  the  revenue  received  by  the  Qovem- 
ment  from  that  source,  we  beg  to  state  that  under  a 
free-trade  tariff,  as  it  was  in  IwO,  equal  to  about  one 
and  a  half  cents  per  bophel.  the  duties  amounted  to 
only  $214,000  on  an  importation  of  fourteen  million 
Dushels  annually ;  whereas,  under  the  tariff  as  it 
now  is,  the  revenue  upon  an  annual  importation  of 
only  twelve  million  bushels  amounts  to  between  a 
million  and  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars,  being 
more  than  six  times  greater." 

This  is  very  good  for  revenue. 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  again, 
because  I  cannot  well  repeat  it  too  often,  to 
the  fact  that  this  added  protection  has  dimin- 
ished the  importation  of  salt  only  two  million 
bushels,  leaving  it  twelve  million,  whereas  it 
never  rose  above  fourteen ;  and  that  importa- 
tion copes  so  evenly  with  the  American  market 
and  with  home  production  that  the  American 
producer  sells  only  eight  million  bushels,  all 
told,  in  excess  of  the  foreign  importation  con* 
sumed  here. 
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Hear  what  the  presidenta  of  the  thlree  salt 

oompsnies  say  about  the  price  of  salt  in  answer 

to  a  Boston  poblication : 

"SeanuL  The  eiroular  aforesaid  states  that  *the  peo- 
ple pay  to  the  salt  monopolists  $10,000,000  pbr  annum 
moreased  eost  ofsalt,oaased  by  the  oatra|[eoasdaty 
upon  that  article.'  This  surpasses  anything  in  the 
tales  of  the  Genii  or  the  Arabian  Nights'  Entertain- 
ments.  The  price  of  domestic  salt  to-day  in  all  of 
the  markets  of  the  country,  deduoting  the  actual 
cost  of  barrel  or  package,  of  transportation  and  ex- 
penses of  sale,  does  not  exceed  twenty-three  oents 
per  bushel ;  and,  inasmuch  as  the  whole  quantity 
produced  in  the  United  States  is  not  more  than 
twenty  million  bushels,  the  salt  monopolists  receiYC 
only  the  sum  of  $4,600,000  for  manufacturing  all  the 
domestic  salt  annually  consumed  in  this  country. 
From  this  statement,  which  we  are  prepared  to  veri^ 
at  any  time  or  place,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole 
people  of  the  United  States  pay  for  the  actual  man- 
ufacture of  American  salt  consumed  ^by  them  less 
than  one  half  of  the  sum  which  the  circular  afore- 
said assures  them  that  they  pay  for  the  mere  increase 
of  cost  produced  by  the  tariff  alone.  We  here  beg 
leave  to  add  that  the  price  of  salt  erery where  is  not 
at  all  in  excess  of  the  actual  cost 'of  production,  if 
we  include  in  such  cost  a  very  low  rate  of  interest 
upon  the  capital  inyetted." 

Mr.  President,  wHlat  is  the  occasion,  then, 
of  all  the  ezclamationB  of  my  honorable  friend 
on  the  subject  of  the  production  and  price  of 
salt?  It  is  clear,  not  only  upon  the  yeracity 
of  these  men,  butnpon  elaborate  inyestigations 
made  heretofore  by  unfriendly  agents,  that  the 
salt  manufacturers  are  earning  only  a  very 
moderate  and  indeed  inadequate  interest  npon 
their  capital.  It  is  obyions  that  there  is  no 
excess  in  the  price  of  salt.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  whole  cost  of  salt  is  a  mere  bagatelle  when 
considered  in  reference  to  the  masses  of  the 
people  whom  the  Senator  talks  about.  In 
regard  to  '*  a  free  breakfast,"  it  amounts  to  no 
more  than  the  dust  in  the  scale — to  a  snm  per 
capita  too  small  to  be  felt,  even  if  yon  sapjsose 
the  price  increased  to  the  whole  amount  ol  the 
duty.  It  is  obvions,  too,  thai  the  American 
manufacturer  depenos  upon  the  duty;  that 
without  such  a  tarifif  pM  now  exists  he  would 
go  to  the  wall,  and  the  country  be  left  depend- 
ent on  the  foreign  inarkets,  to  be  interrupted 
in  case  of  war,  or  cut  ofif  by  anything  which 
might  interrupt  international  exchange  and 
foreign  commercial  transactions. 

Mr.  President,  as  I  said,  I  rose  not  to  dis- 
cuss this  at  length,  but  to  state  the  few  facts 
I  have  referred  to ;  and  I  say  to  the  honorable 
Senator  in  conclusion,  that  in  my  judgment  if 
he  cannot  find  upon  the  tariff  schedule  a  bet- 
ter text  than  thiSL  the  case  of  the  ultra  free- 
trade  revenue  retormers  is  more  desperate 
than  I  supposed  iL  If  bo  better  flaw  than 
this  can  be  picked  in  the  tariff  schedule,  it 
seems  to  me  the  free  trade  case  will  be  hope- 
less as  long  as  we  mast  raise  revenue  to  pay 
interest  on  the  public  debt,  pensions  to  our 
soldiers,  and  the  other  public  expenses. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  about  this  bill  in 
^neral.  The  Senator  from  Indiana  this  morn- 
ing said  that  other  Senators  with  whom  he  acted 
bad  appealed  to  him  to  withdraw  an  amend- 
ment. I  can  vouch  for  that,  because  I  was 
one  of  those  who  made  that  appeal.  I  asked 
the  Senator  to  withhold  a  proposition  to  dis- 
miss internal  revenue  taxes,  and  I  am  obliged 
to  him  for  withholding  that  amendment.  My 
object,  like  his,  is  to  make  an  end  of  this  bill ; 
to  let  tea  and  coffee  go  free,  and  go  at  once, 
if  they  are  to  go,  to  the  end  that  the  great 
body  of  men  interested  in  that  trade  may  no> 
be  kept  longer  in  the  pillory,  injured  and  un- 
certain, day  afler  day  and  week  after  week,  as 
to  the  fiite  awaiting  Uiem.  I  am  as  earnest  as 
the  Senator  from  ludiana,  and  I  do  not  doubt 
his  earnestness,  in  a  determination  to  dismiss, 
as  far  as  we  can  dismiss,  internal  taxes ;  and 
he  withholds  his  amendment  at  the  request  of 
his  associates  upon  the  understanding  that  an 
opportunity  to  strike  off  internal  taxes  is  to  be 
presented  soon  upon  another  bill. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to  say  a 
word  of  the  calculation  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  that  when  we  have  adopted  the  pending 
bill|  and  dealt  with  internal  taxes,  and  gone 
as  j(ftr  as  I  hope  we  shall  go,  $64,000,000  of 
taxes  win  have  been  dismissed.     I  do  not 


agree  to  that  estimate.  I  do  not  agree  to  the 
item  of  $8,000,000  which  the  Senator  deducts 
owing  to  the  r€»duction  of  ten  per  cent,  by  one 
of  the  sections  before  us,  upon  a  body  of 
enumerated  articles.  My  belief  is  that  as  the 
country  has  demonstrated  its  bounding  power 
and  progress  in  the  past,  so  we  sh^l  have 
dnrinff  the  next  fiscal  year  a  demonstration 
that  the  increase  of  importations,  the  increase 
of  activities,  the  commercial  growth  on  every 
side,  will  brinff  up  the  receipts  from  customs 
duties  beyond  the  estimate  assumed  by  the  Sen- 
ator, when  he  says  that  $8,000,000  will  be  lost 
from  the  present  revenue  by  dismissing  the  ten 
per  cent.  I  should  not  be  at  all  surprised  if 
there  should  be  nothing  lost  in  the  result.  I 
should.be  greatly  surprised  if  $8,000,000  or 
any  such  sum  should  be  lost. 

1  am  speaking  now,  I  say,  to  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey,  who  I  observe  is  giving  me 
his  attention,  merely  upon  the  question  of 
revenue.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  propriety 
of  dismissing  ten  per  cent,  of  certain  duties. 
I  am  challenging  the  balance-sheet  which  has 
been  presented  to  us  by  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  FRBLINGHUYSEN..  I  entirely  agree 
with  the  statement  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York,  and  that  it  would  have  been  true  if  he 
had  gone  a  great  deal  further.  I  believe  that 
the  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  duties 
will  vastly  increase  our  imports,  and  that 
increase  of  imports  will  be  sapping  the  very 
wealth  and  life  of  this  country,  and  therefore 
I  am  opposed  to  that  reduction. 

Mr.  GONKLING.  My  honorable  friend 
makes  a  very  cogent  suggestion  in  favor  of  the 
doctrine  of  protection.  I  remind  him  again 
that  I  was  exclusively  upon  the  question  of 
revenue,  in  answer  to  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio,  who  cautioned  us  that  by  reducing 
ten  per  cent,  on  this  schedule  of  imports  we 
were  dismissing  $8,000,000.  I  doubt  that. 
The  Senator  from  New  Jersmr  doubts  it,  and 
he  states  very  c(M;ently  one  of  the  reasons  on 
which  he  founds  his  doubt. 

But,  Mr.  President,  assuming  the  calcula- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  that  we  shall 
have  dismissed  $54,000,000  by  making  tea  and 
coffee  free,  by  sidding  the  proposed  free  list, 
by  reducing  ten  per  cent,  or  the  duties  enum- 
erated in  the  second  section,  and  finally  by 
striking  from  internal  taxes  every  one  save  the 
tax  on  malt  and  spirituous  liquors,  and  to- 
bacco— assuming  all  that,  I  am  ready  in  ad- 
vance to  pledge  myself  to  vote  for  it,  feeling 
all  the  responsibility  of  my  vote. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  And  the  tax  on  banks 
and  banking. 

Mr.  MOHTON,  (to  Mr.  Covkuno.)  You 
do  not  include  that. 

Mr.  CONELING.  No,  I  do  not.  I  was 
not  referring  to  the  tax  on  banks  and  bank- 
ing. I  had  not  that  in  my  mind,  and  I  do  for 
convenience  omit  it  now,  although  as  far  at 
least  as  the  suggestion  of  the  tax  on  banks  and 
banking  touches  the  simple  question  of  needed 
revenue,  I  will  not  omit  it.  I  have  satisfied 
myself,  afler  an  examination  which  has  not 
been  wanting  in  a  wish  to  reach  the  truth,  that 
upon  every  theory,  upon  every  probability 
which  we  are  bound  to  embrace,  we  can  dis- 
miss $54,000,000  of  taxes  and  even  a  larger 
sum,  and  still  keep  good  our  sinking  fund  by 
a  deposit  of  $22,500,000  annually,  pay  the 
interest  of  the  debt,  and  pay  some  of  the 
principal  every  year — quite  as  large  a  snm  of 
principal  as  I  think  should  be  asked  at  this 
time  from  the  people  of  the  country.  Takinj; 
any  estimate  we  have  heard,  I  dismiss  solici- 
tude on  the  subject  of  the  reduction  of  taxes 
until  reduction  shall  pass  the  bound  of 
$55,000,000. 

If  so  be  that  in  reducing  taxes  we  should 
ever  find  a  deficiency,  there  will  be  healing  in 
it.  Nothing  like  -an  empty  Treasury  checks 
and  restrains  appropriations.  Nothing  like 
a  diminution  of^  taxes  and  making  few  the 
obkjects  of  taxation  will  enable  us  to  enforce  the 
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revenue  laws  honestly,  and  to  reduce  to  the 
smallest  number  the  public  agents,  the  office- 
holders by  whom  the  taxes  are  gathered.  \i 
(as  I  have  no  apprehension)  we  should  fall  a 
little  below  the  line  which  shall  turn  out  to 
mark  necessary  revenue,  we  can  correct  the 
error  hereafter.  The  grewth  of  the  country 
will  correct  it;  and  I  would  &r  rather  run 
such  a  risk  than  to  do  harm  on  tiie  other  side. 

Therefore,  Mr.  President^  lam  ready  to  take 
this  bill  as  it  is  with  the  ten  per  cent,  reduc- 
tion, to  which  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  ia 
opposed,  or  without  it,  as  the  Senate  shall  de- 
ci^  with  the  free  list  as  it  wiU  be,  with  the 
assurance,  in  which  I  know  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  and  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  will 
not  disappoint  us,  that  very  soon  we  shall  bave 
an  opportunity  to  pass  judgment  upon  such 
remnant  of  internal  taxes  as  remains.  I  am 
willing  to  take  the  bill,  stand  by  it  as  it  is,  vote 
against  this  amendment,  which  I  consider  a 
very  bad  one,  npon  its  merits,  and  against 
amendments  with  more  to  recommend  them, 
which  less  ingenuity  I  think  might  coniriye, 
and  let  the  bill  go  to  the  House.  The  chief 
objection  I  find  to  it  is  in  the  &et  that  protec- 
tion is  needed  in  certain  isolated  cases  which 
I  should  be  glad  to  suggest  here,*  and  I  wonld 
suggest  them  but  for  a  reason  which  I  beg  to 
assign  in  answer  to  many  letters  of  constituents 
who  would  like  the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon 
increasing  the  duties  npon  certain  articles. 

The  House  of  Representatives  has  made  a 
question  of  prerogative  and  privilege  as  to 
our  right  to  originate  money  bills,  as  they  are 
called  in  the  British  Parliament,  revenue  bilU 
as  we  call  them  here.  The  Senate  has  main- 
tained the  ground  that  a  bill  which  dismisses 
a  tax,  as  we  did  dismiss  a  tax  some  time  ago 
when  we  repealed  the  income  tax,  is  not  a 
bill  for  raising  revenue,  and  is  not  therefore, 
in  the  constitutional  sense,  a  revenue  bill. 
The  House  combats  even  this  position.  But 
everybody  must  see  that  a  distinction  exists 
between  repealing  a  tax  and  laying  a  tax  to 
raise  revenue.  I  say  a  distinction.  It  is  not 
necessary  that  I  should  express  my  opinion  of 
the  force,  or  substance,  or  extent  of^  that  dis- 
tinction. But  there  is  in  form  and  in  fiust  a  dif- 
ference between  repealing  a  tax,  and  inventing 
a  new  one.  If,  in  addition  to  reducing  duties, 
as  the  House  has  invited  us  to  do  by  sending 
us  a  bill  for  that  purpose,  we  impjort  into  it  pro- 
visions increasing  taxes  or  laying  new  ones, 
the  bill  may  be  stranded  npon  a  prerogative 
motion  in  the  House,  and  go  to  the  table,  and 
then,  regardless  of  their  merits,  propositions 
to  increase  duties  would  &il,  and  tnerefore, 
perhaps,  they  had  better  not  be  advanced  here 
now.  Accepting  this  view,  I  hope  that  in  these 
respects  the  House  will  exercise  itsandoobted 
right  to  make  such  changes  as  should  be  made 
in  the  bill ;  but  mean  time  I  am  glad,  for  one, 
to  accept  this  opportuni^  to  make  so  many 
articles  free  and  to  lifi  from  the  hMids  of 
labor  thirty-odd  millions  of  taxaa,  with  a 
promise  that  in  a  few  days  we  will  be  able  to 
dismiss  enough  in  addition  to  have  lifted  be- 
tween fifty  and  sixty  millions  of  the  burden 
which  now  rests  upon  the  enterprise,  the 
industry,  and  the  labor  -of  the  nation. 

Meantime,  of  course,  as  I  have  said,  I  shall 
vote  against  mdiing  salt  free,  as  I  should 
whatever  might  be  the  bill  before  us,  regard- 
ing such  a  proposition  as  one  of  the  most  rec- 
reant and  dagrant  abandonments  of  the  idea 
of  protecting  American  labor  that  eonid  be 
selected  in  the  whole  range  of  tariff  duties. 

Mr.  BLAIR  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  PBNTON.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Does  the  Senator  wish  to 
address  the  Senate? 

Mr.  FENTON.     Only  for  a  moment 

Mr.  BLAIR.    I  yield  to  the  Senator. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Mr.  President,  I  have  care- 
fully examined  this  whole  question  relating  to 
the  manufacture,  the  cost,  the  profit  and  lo8$. 
and  the  dntf  upon  ^It ;  and  eou^rvi^g  v»<h 
the  views  expressed  by  my  colleague,  I  will 
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BOt  ittempitoimpioveiipoB  what  he  has  nid 
or  to  repeat ii.    I  shall  have,  aceomplished  mj 

5 resent  purpose  by  seDdms  to  the  Secretary's 
esk  the  statemeot  which  I  hold  in  my  hand, 
which  will  he  a  farther  complete  answer,  if 
one  is  needed,  to  the  statement  of  the  Sena« 
tor  from  Missonri  upon  this  qaestion  so  &r  as 
relates  to  the  Onondaga  Salt  Company  of  New 
York,  and  what  is  applicable  to  taat  company 
is  trae  in  fact  of  the  Saffinaw  Oompany  in 
Michigan,  and  the  Ohio  Hiver  Valley  Com* 
pany  in  Ohio  and  northern  Virginia. 

The  PRBSiDING   OFFICER,  (Mr.  Av- 
TBomr   in  the  chair.)    The  communication 
will  be  read. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

John  W.  Barker,  the  saeretary  of  the  Salt  Com- 
pany  of  OnoDdaca;  Thomas  Molloy,  the  treasvrer. 
and  Williaia  H.  Sayre,  the  phneipal  book-keeper  of 
said  company,  beins  severally  and  duly  sworn,  de- 
pose and  say.  lynd  each  for  himself  deposes  and  says, 
that  the  said  oompany  keeps,  and  has  at  alRimes  kept 
ref  nlar,  Jost,  and  trae  books  of  aooountwhioh  aeon- 
rately  state  and  show  from  year  to  year  the  eondi- 
tion  and  reenlte  of  the  bosiness  of  the  said  oompany ; 
that  from  the  said  books  it  appears : 

That  in  the  year  1870  the  total  net  profits  of  said 
fompany,  without  inolndins  interest  on  oapital.  was 
$171,321  06:  and  for  the  year  1871.  $215,878  52. 

That  in  arririnf  at  the  above  results  the  oharree 
for  cost  and  expense  were  the  following,  and  only 
the  folIoifinK  items: 

1.  The  prime  cost  of  fuel.  2.  The  prime  cost  of 
labor  in  manafiietorinf .  8.  The  actual  expenses  of 
paokace,of  pacJ(ing.  shipping,  transporting,  andsell- 
mg.  I.  Town,  oity,  county,  and  State  taxes  actaally 
paid  upon  the  property  used  in  the  mannfactore. 
9.  Interest  aotaally  paid  upon  money  borrowed. 

That  the  capital  stock  of  the  company  is  S1.2S0.- 
000:  of  which  there  Is  paid  in.  in  money.  $1.176,283 16. 
That  the  capital  in  property,  that  is  to  say,  in  salt- 
works and  erections  used  by  the  oompany  for  the 
manofacture  of  salt  is  as  follows:  blooks  or  boiling 
works.  $2,111.59769:  solar  works.  $2,226,850:  dairy 
salt-mills,  $15(1.000;  which  severally  represent  the 
actual  valuations  of  such  property  appearing  on  the 
said  books,  and  are  not,  in  the  confident  opinion  of 
tbe^e  deponents,  at  all  in  excess  of  what  it  would  cost 
now  iu  money  to  erect  the  said  works. 

Adding  togeaher  the  said  sums,  the  total  oapital 
ased  by  the  company  in  salt-manufacturing  eree- 
tions  and  in  c«sh  paid  in  upon  the  capital  stock  is 
$5,664,710  85,  nLOd  for  the  use  of  all  this  oapital  no 
compensation  whatever  was  earned  the  two  last 
years.  1870, 1871,  except  the  sums  above  stated,  of 
$in.321 06.  for  im  and  $215,878  52.for  1871 :  for  both 
of  those  years,  $387,199  58;  and  the  true  result  is  that 
for  the  said  two  years  the  profit  on  capital  invested 
has  been  only  three  and  four  tenths  per  cent,  per 
annum,  less  than  seven  per  oeot.  in  the  whole  of  the 
two  years. 

Deponents  further  say  that  in  the  year  1871  the 
said  company,  as  appears  from  its  books,  manufac- 
tured 8.374,811  bushels  of  salt:  that  it  had  on  hand 
at  the  close  of  said  year  3,745,416  bushels  unsold, 
situated  at  home  and  in  various  parts  of  the  ooun- 
try,  to  which  the  salt  is  sent  for  markets;  and  that 
in  making  up  the  accounts  of  the  oompany,  show- 
ing the  annual  profits  as  above  set  forth,  the  salt  on 
hand  is  reckoned  and  included  at  its  actual  cost  of 
manufacture,  with  the  other  expenses  added,  where 
ever  such  salt  is  situated.  And  farther  these  depo- 
nents say  not. 

JOHN  W.  BAREBR.  Secretary, 
THOMAS  iiOlAjOr.Treaeurer. 
WILLIAM  H.  BAYRK.  Book-Keeper. 

.  Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me,  this  1st  day  of 
March.  1872. 

R.  M.  BEEOHBR, 
Notary  PubUe,  Syraauee,  New  York, 

Mr.  MORTON.  What  does  that  make  the 
annual  profit? 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  Three  and  a  half  per 
cent,  for  each  of.  the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  FBMTON.  Leu  than  seyen  per  cent, 
for  the  last  two  years. 

Mr.  BLAIB.  Mr.  President,  whenever  one 
of  these  monopolies  comes  before  Congress  to 
get  an  extension  of  their  privileges  to  live  at 
the  expense  of  other  people,  they  are  prepared 
to  make  this  sort  of  showing  of  how  little  they 
make  upon  the  capital  invested.  The  senior 
Senator  from  New  York,  although  perhaps  the 
youngest  in  years,  in  addressing  the  Senate 
told  ns  tfiat  in  1860  there  were  only  imported 
into  this  country  some  sixteen  million  bushels 
of  salt. 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Fourteen  millions. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Fourteen  millions,  and  now 
there  are  only  twelve  miliions.  At  that  time 
the  tax  was  only  a  cent  and  a  half  a  bnshel, 
whereas  now  it  is  much  nearer  three  or  four 
times  tbMi  amoant,  and  mora  than  that.    It  is 


eighteen  oents  and  twenty-fonr  cents  to  the 
hundred  ponnds*  about  sixty  pounds  to  the 
bushel.  It  is  nearly  eight  or  ten  cents  a 
bushel.  In  1860  it  was  only  a  cent  and  a  half 
a  bushel,  or,  as  the  flienator  from  New  York 
characterized  it,  it  was  almost  upon  a  free- 
trade  basis ;  and  yet  these  salt  companies  at 
that  time  mannfaclnred  and  sold  all  the  salt 
that  was  nsed  in  this  country,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  fourteen  million  bushels  importea. 
They  were  able  to  do  it  at  that  time,  and  I 
presume  they  were  able  to  do  it  and  make 
money.  I  have  not  a  particle  of  doubt  that 
they  made  money  out  of  it,  Neyertheless, 
they  cannot  get  along  now  without  a  tax  of 
eighteen  oents  and  twenty-four  cents  on  the 
hundred  pounds. 

The  Senator  informs  ns  that  although  they 
have  received  this  enormous  protection  they 
have  been  able  to  drive  out  only  two  million 
bushels  of  the  foreign  article ;  that  •  the  for- 
eigners contiaue  to  snpply  twelve  million 
bushels.  They  have  only  reduced  the  im- 
portation by  two  million  bushels.  I  explained 
to  the  Senate  at  the  time  I  had  the  honor  to 
address  them  before,  the  reason  of  that ;  that 
there  are  descriptions  of  salt  that  are  abso- 
lutely essential  to  the  cure  of  meat,  that  we 
must  have,  the  Turk's  Island  or  the  rock  salt, 
and  if  you  were  to  put  the  tariff  upon  it  at  a 
hundred  cents  a  bushel,  it  would  still  come 
in,  because  the  salt  made  at  Syracuse  does 
not  compete  with  it  and  cannot  compete  with  it. 

Mr.  MOHBILL,  of  VermonL  May  I  ask 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  if  he  is  not  aware 
that  the  Navy  Department  has  made  tests 
of  the  quality  of  different  kinds  of  salt,  and 
they  do  not  sustain  the  position  that  he  now 
maintains  7 

Mr.  BLAIB.  I  understand  that  the  pack- 
ers have  made  experiments  that  tell  a  very 
different  story.  Such  is  the  belief  of  the  eonn* 
try  in  which  I  live,  where  this  business  of 
packing,  in  which  euormous  quantities  of  salt 
are  uwra,  is  carried  on-  to  such  an  immense  ex* 
tent.  Our  people  who  are  carrying  on  that 
business,  and  wno  are  taxed  in  order  to  sup- 
port this  monopoly  at  Syracuse,  hold  the 
opinion — and  I  believe  their  opinion  is  worth 
something,  much  more  than  the  experiments 
which  have  been  tried  here  and  to  which  the 
Senator  alludee-Khat  meat  cannot  be  cured  so 
as  to  be  secure  in  going  under  the  tropics  with 
an^  other  than  imported  salL  Such  is  their 
opinion ;  and  if  the  salt  tax  wBra  double  what 
it  is  now,  we  would  continue  to  import  it; 
but  at  the  same  time  it  would  give  the  Synk 
case  monopoly  the  privilege  of  raisinji[  still 
higher  its  price,  that  enormous  price  which  it 
imposes  now  upon  all  persons  within  the  limits 
of  the  United  States,  but  upon  which  in  favor 
of  the  Canadians  it  makes  a  rebate  of  about 
ona  half,  and  also  in  favor  of  the  fisherman 
who  has  the  benefit  of  foreign  competition. 
They  can  go  to  the  sea^coast  of  New  England 
and  sell  their  salt  in  competition  with  the  im- 
porters of  salt,  and  they  do  so  at  the  price  of 
the  imported  salt ;  but  the  people  of  the  West, 
the  packers  of  pork  and  also  the  manufisctnr- 
ers  of  woolen  goods,  in  which  manufactured 
salt  is  an  ingredient,  are  taxed  for  the  benefit 
of  the  constituents  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York. 

I  protest  that  this  tax  is  unnecessary ;  that 
as  before  the  war  this  manufacture  could  be 
made  self- sustaining,  and  was  then  self-sns- 
tainiog,  it  can  be  made  so  now,  especially  as 
the  salt  tax  is  paid  in  coin,  which  in  itself 
affords  a  protection.  There  is  therefore  no 
necessity  for  one  cent  of  tariff  upon  this  article 
in  order  to  make  a  good  business  for  the  salt- 
makers  and  salt-boilers  of  Syracuse  and  Sag- 
inaw and  of  the  Ohio  company ;  and  I  refer 
again  to  the  fact  that  out  of  these  enormous 
profits  which  they  have  derived  from  their 
monopoly  th^  have  been  able  to  rent  the 
Kanawha  salt-works  and  let  them  stand  idle, 
paying  $75,000  a  year  rant.    It  seema  to  me 


that  the  laborers  for  whom  the  Senator  ex* 
presses  such  deep  sympathy 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  May  I  ask  my  friend 
just  there  a  question  ? 

Mr.  BLAIR.     Certoinly. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  Considering  these  enorm- 
ities, will  he  tell  ns  how  many  of  his  constit- 
uents, or  others  throuj^h  him,  have  petitioued 
in  reference  to  the  tanff  on  salt? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  will  say  one  thing  for  my 
constituents:  you  will  find  there  are  fewer 
of  the  people  of  the  West  here  beating  at  the 
doors  of  your  committee-rooms  to  make  rep- 
resentations, or  with  schemes  and  plans  to 
plunder  their  fellow-citisens,  than  ^ou  will  of 
any  other  class  of  people  in  this  country. 
They  do  not  come  here  on  any  such  errands. 
They  have  endured  this  taxation,  not  that  they 
did  not  disapprove  it;  not  that  they  do  not 
know  it  to  be  a  system  of  plunder ;  not  that  they 
do  not  know  that  they  are  being  plundered  for 
the  benefit  of  others;  but  they  expect  their 
voice  to  be  heard  here  by  the  representatives 
whom  they  have  sent  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Allow  me  to  interrupt 
the  Senator  a  moment  to  make  a  suggestion. 
To  equalize  the  patriotic  sentiment  oetween 
the  two  sections  of  the  country,  I  desire  to 
suggest  to  him  if  the  statement  which  has  just 
been  read  from  the  table  may  be  taken  as  a 
fair  statement  of  the  condition  of  these  salt 
companies,  they  have  suffered  enough  already, 
their  capital  earning  less  than  three  and  a 
half  per  cent.  ;  Uiey  have  done  their  duty  to 
this  country  furnishing  salt  very  cheaply  and 
handsomely.  It  is  not  proposed  to  put  up  the 
tariff  on  salt  so  as  to  make  it  any  more  profit- 
able, and  if  we  keep  it  where  it  is  two  years 
more,  the^  will  be  ruined  to  a  certainty.  I 
think  justice  to  them  requires  that  we  should 
put  salt  on  the  free  list,  and  thus  let  them  out 
of  their  agony  at  once.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Mr.  President,  I  have  another 
witness  on  this  subject.  I  will  say  that  from 
the  evidence  I  have  had  laid  before  me  I  do 
not  believe  a  single  word  of  the  statement  that 
was  read  here  from  Mr.  Baxter  and  these  other 

girties,  for  I  have  here  a  speech  of  Judge 
rinckerhoff,  of  Ohio,  on  this  subject,  from 
which  i  will  proceed  to  read  an  extract  to  the 
Senate.  It  snows  up  the  transacuons  of  this 
monopoly  at  Syracuse : 

"  Tho  sroat  Sute  of  New  York  standi  powerless 
in  the  presenoe  of  this  *  mighty  eorporation.' 
Where  thiii  power  oomee  from  is  evident  enooffb, 
when  we  look  into  the  profits  of  the  oompany  as 
soon  as  they  sot  fall  tariff  upon  it.  Look  at  their 
dividends." 

I  was  asked  a  few  moments  since,  when  I 
read  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wells,  that  they  had 
declared  six  dividends  in  one  year,  one  of 
them  of  twelve  and  a  half  per  cent.,  to  state 
when  it  was.    Judge  Brinckerhoff  states  it : 

Maroh.  W62. !  ,  m  per  oenU 

April^ $1  25  pershare^ 

September  13 1  25  per  sharsf. 

8eptembar27 m..,.«..m..».««*..m .«  1  25  per  share. 

Oetober  4,.,....*....m.m..m.m......m....>.....  1  25  per  sbarSb 

Ootoberll ...  2  ^  pershaxe. 

All  of  these  dividends  were  made  in  one  yean 
in  1862.  One  dividend  of  twelve  and  a  half 
per  cent,  in  March,  1862,  and  the  other  five 
dividends  running  through  the  spring,  sum* 
mer,  and  autumn. 

Judge  Brinckerhoff  says : 

'*  Now,  if  the  shares  are  continued  the  same  as  at 
the  first  orsaoisation.  namely,  two  dollars,  these 
dividends  were  ezoeedins  eomfortable.  But,  under 
this  state  of  affairs,  what  would  a  set  of  men  nat- 
urally do  with  a  machine  which  coins  money  for 
them  like  a  mint?  Of  course  they  wonid  want  H 
oonoealed  us  far  as  possible  from  the  pablio  eye.  It 
would  not  do  to  let  the  pablio  know  that  they  were 
making  annual  dividends  of  several  hundred  per 
cent.,  and  therefore  by  referenoe  to  the  book^  of  the 
seeretary  of  State  I  find  that  on  the  15th  of  Febru- 
ary, 1864,  the  oapital  of  the  Salt  Company  of  Ooodt 
dasra  was  increased  to  |32U,000,  every  dollar  of  which 
was  watered  stock. 

'*This  dodco,  of  oourse.  enabled  the  company  to 
throw  dust  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  and  eonoeal 
somewhat  the  real  amount  of  dividends.  As  mat.* 
ters  turned  out,  however,  the  )>rofits  increased  te 
saofa  snonnoaa  proportions  that  reasonable  divi* 
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deDcU  on  so  smalt  a  capital  stook  at  $320,000  were  oat 
of  the  question.  Unfortonatcly  for  them,  howeTer, 
before  any  further  dilution  was  effected,  Mr.  Com- 
missioner Wells  came  around,  and  under  the  powers 
granted  to  him  by  Congress  be  interrogated,  under 
oath.  Mr.  John  W.  Barker." 

That  is  the  gentleman  whose  paper  has  just 
been  read  to  the  Senate.  What  did  Mr.  Bar- 
ker say? 

**The  result  can  be  seen  by  any  one  who  will  take 
the  trouble  to  examine  the  report  of  Mr.  Wells  for 
the  year  1868.  The  substance  of  thfit  report,  how- 
ever, is  the  revelation  of  the  astonishing  fact  that 
during  the  five  years  of  the  existence  of  the  company 
under  the  tariff  of  1862.  the  profits  only  amounted 
to  the  modest  sum  of  15,858,000,  being  an  annual 
average  of  S837.000." 

Eight  hundred  and  thirty- seven  thousand 
dollars  a  year  upon  a  capital  invested  of 
$160,0001  That  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  Barker 
Sn  bis  evidence  before  Mr.  Wells  on  his  oath. 
Nobody  contradicts  it,  and  it  cannot  be  con- 
tradicted. It  cannot  be  contradicted,  because 
it  is  the  statement  of  Mr.  John  W.  Barker, 
one  of  the  managers  of  the  concern,  delivered 
under  oath  before  Mr.  Wells,  who  was  sent 
there  with  the  authority  of  Congress  to  extort 
the  truth  from  him.  This  is  not  an  affidavit  dis- 
guising the  amount  of  capital  and  giving  such 
a  delusive  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  com- 
pany as  we  have  in  the  paper  which  has  been 
read  ;  but  here  is  his  oath  before  a  man  well 
acquainted  with  this  business.  The  truth  is 
extorted  from  him,  and  the  Commissioner 
reports  to  Congress^- 

**  That  under  the  five  years  of  the  existence  of  the 
company  under  the  tariff  of  1662.  the  profits  only 
amounted  to  the  modest  sum  of  $5,858,000,  being  an 
annual  average  of  $837,000." 

And  that  upon  a  capital  invested  of  $160,000, 
which  is  all  that  they  ever  invested. 

'*  Of  course  this  exposure  could  hot  be  otherwise 
than  damaging,  and  some  noise  was  made  about  it  in 
Conaress  and  elsewhere,  but  to  this  very  day  nothing 
bas  been  done  either  in  the  legislation  of  the  State 
or  nation,  and  salt  remains  a  tariff  tax  upon  the 
people  of  over  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  every 
pound  they  use.  Mr.  WelU  illustrated  it  aa  follows, 
namely: 

"'If  the Qovemment  were  able  to  exact  its  salt 
duties  like  tithes,  in  kind,  it  would  require  that  each 
vessel  arriving  in  the  United  States  with  a  cargo 
of  foreign  salt  should  be  accompanied  by  another 
of  equal  sise,  and  a  third  smaller  craft  of  from  eight 
to  fitly  per  cent,  of  capacity  of  the  former,  to  con- 
vey the  duty.' 

We  have  now  seen  what  the  profits  of  this  com- 
pany were  up  to  the  24th  day  of  October,  1867.  What 
they  may  have  been  since  I  do  not  know,  but  we 
may  safely  conclude  that  like  causes  produce  like 
effects,  and  therefore  the  profits  are  not  decreased. 
At  any  rate,  on  the  15th  day  of  February,  1870,  we 
find  this  company  watering  its  stock  up  to  the  sum 
of  $1,250,000.  and  Uking  a  new  lease  of  life  for  fifty 
years." 

I  have  stated  that  there  could  not  be  anv 
necessity  for  this  tariff",  because  these  salt 
manufacturers  did  not  require  it  to  enable 
them  to  sell  salt  in  Canada,  where  there  is  no 
tariff  upon  it,  in  competition  with  the  foreign 
article  introduced  without  any  tax  upon  it.  I 
will  read  the  statement  of  Judge  Brinckerhoff 
in  regard  to  that : 

'*  The  Salt  Company  of  Onondaga  stands  to-day 
Che  absolute  dictator  of  the  Quantity,  quality,  and 
value  of  all  the  salt  eonsnmea  upon  the  larger  part 
of  this  continent.  To  men  who  are  fortunate 
enouf  h  to  live  in  Canada  the  Salt  Comnany  of  Onon- 
daga IS  kind,  and  will  deliver  them  salt  to-day,  free 
of  all  expense  forcarriage,  at  $1  $3  per  barrel,  while 
to  you.  people  of  Syraoase,  it  charges  $2  35  per 
barrel." 

I  desire  it  to  be  understood  tliat  Judge 
Brinckerhoff  was  delivering  a  speech 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  He  is  not  a  judge ;  ho  is 
a  flfeneral 

Mr.  CONKLING.  He  is  evidently  a  jpdge 
of  salt,  and  of  the  profits  of  making  salt. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  think  he  is  a  far  better 
jndge  than  the  Senator  from  New  York. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  He  is  a  constituent  of 
mine,  and  he  is  a  general,  not  a  jndge. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Of  course  I  accept  the  cor- 
rection of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  and  shall 
S've  the  gentleman  his  real  title — General 
rinckerhoflf.  U-e  was  delivering  a  speech  to 
the  people  of  Syracuse.    He  was  making  a 


statement  to  them  on  this  subject  If  it  had 
not  been  true  it  could  have  been  contradicted, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  would  have  been  contra- 
dicted, because,  I  presume,  the  Onondaga 
company  have  some  friends  in  Syracuse.  He 
stated  there  that  this  company  was  in  the  habit 
of  selling  salt  to  the  people  of  Canada  for 
$1  60  per  barrel,  while  they,  the  citizens  of 
Syracuse,  were  paying  $2  86. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Was  it  not  in  that  same 
speech  that  he  stated  that  the  State  of  New 
York  stood  powerless  in  the  presence  of  this 
gigantic  salt  company? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Yes,  sir,  he  said  something 
of  that  sort,  and  I  think  he  proved  it  very  dis- 
tinctly, too,  because  the  State  of  New  York 
had  leased  to  this  company  these  works,  and 
absolutely  furnished  them  the  brine  by  paying 
for  the  machinery  by  which  the  brine  is  brought 
to  the  boilers,  without  getting  more  than  one 
cent  a  bushel  for  it.  That  is  ail  it  cost  this 
company.  Therefore,  what  the  Senator  says 
is  very  true,  that  all  of  this  salt  represents 
labor.  It  represents  labor  to  them,  because 
they  get  the  raw  material  for  little  or  nothing. 
They  get  the  brine,  and  they  get  very  well 
paid  for  their  labor,  as  has  been  proven.  They 
are  able  to  sell  their  salt  manufactured  in  this 
way  to  the  State  of  Kansas  and  break  up  salt 
boilers  in  that  far-off  region.  I  was  ast^onished 
to  hear  the  Senator  from  Kansas  yesterday  giv- 
ing that  as  a  reason  why  this  monopoly  should 
be  kept  up  and  maintained,  why  the  bounty 
of  the  Government  should  still  be  lavished  upon 
it,  because  it  had  absolutely  invaded  his  State 
and  broken  down  and  crippled  an  enterprise 
struggling  into  life.  The  Senator  from  Kan- 
sas gave  that  as  a  reason  why  these  monopo- 
lists should  be  maintained. 

Now,  sir,  I  will  give  you  the  amount  of  salt 
sold  by  these  salt  boilers  of  Syracuse  in  Canada 
at  the  prices  I  have  named.  Here  are  the 
figures: 

'*  It  has  been  doing  this  kind  of  business  for  years 
as  is  evidentfrom  its  own  annual  report,  from  which 
I  now  read  you : 

Soli  tetU  to  Oanadau 

ButheU. 

1866 510.330 

1867 518.904 

1868 « .^.504.262 

They  can  manufacture  and  sell  in  Canada 
in  competition  with  the  foreign  article  which 
is  not  taxed,  but  they  cannot  carry  on  their 
works  here  nniess  we  charge  the  people  of 
this  country  the  enormous  amount  of  three 
or  four  millions  to  maintain  this  monopoly. 
They  can  sell  salt  to  the  Canadians ;  they  can 
go  down  to  the  sea-coast  and  enter  into  com- 
petition with  the  importers  of  salt  in  bond  and 
sell  to  the  fishermen,  but  they  cannot  supply 
the  pork-packers  of  the  West. 

Sir,  this  is  the  most  atrocious  and  infamous 
tax  that  was  ever  gathered  from  an  article  of 
snch  indispensable  necessity.  Forty  million 
people  are  taried  to  supply  a  monopoly, 
eiving  employment,  the  Senator  from  New 
York  says,  to  twenty  thousand  people,  and 
employing  fifteen  millions  of  capital.  The 
fifteen  millions  of  capital,  I  suppose,  is  like 
that  which  has  risen  from  $160,000  to $1,260,- 
000  by  the  process  of  watering.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve there  is  any  sach  amount  of  capital 
invested.  We  have  no  testimony  on  that 
point  except  from  those  who  are  interested  in 
maintaining  this  nefarious  system. 

It  seems  they  are  able  to  rent  the  salt-works 
of  Kanawha  and  pay  $75,000  a  year  for  them, 
and  then  not  make  a  pound  of  salt  at  those 
works,  although  everybody  who  knows  any- 
thing about  the  Kanawha  salt-works  is  aware 
that  the  gas  which  comes  up  from  the  wells 
which  produce  the  brine,  supplies  the  fuel  to 
boil  the  salt,  and  they  are  the  best  located  salt- 
works in  this  country,  and  salt  can  be  manufac- 
tured there  more  cheaply  than  anywhere  else 
for  the  reason  I  have  just  assigned.  And  yet 
these  monopolies  can  rent  these  works  for 


$75,000  a  year  and  then  let  them  remain  idls 

in  order  that  the  production  may  be  less  and 

thereby  the  profita  on  their  other  works  may 

be  greater. 

Ihe  Senator  said  something  about  the  prices 

of  salt.     I  have  here  in  a  pamphlet  the  price 

of  salt  taken  from  a  paper  which  is  of  aathori^ 

in  this  country : 

*'  The  Onondaga  Salt  Company  asserts  that  the 
tariff  has  not  increased  the  pnoe  of  aalt ;  that  when 
tariffs  are  low  salt  is  high,  and  oieee«r«a.  Then  vby 
do  they  want  a  tariff  for  protection  T  Bat  we  deny 
their  assertion,  and  offer  in  proof  aathoritj  thty 
will  not  doubt,  the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerea. 
The  prices  given  by  that  paper  are  as  follows." 

Everybody  recognizes  the  New  York  Journal 
of  Commerce  as  of  the  very  highest  authority  in 
this  country  on  these  subjects ;  and  I  ventore 
to  say  that  neither  the  Senator  from  New  York 
nor  any  other  Senator  will  doubt  ita  state- 
ment. 

I  will  #ot  read  the  table  which  I  baye  here 
from  the  Journal  of  Commerce,  but  from  it  it 
appears  that  the  average  prices  of  Turk's  Island 
salt  for  ten  years  in  the  New  York  market 
were :  in  1859, 18}  cents ;  1860,  19  cenU ;  1861, 
20}  cents;  1862,  29}  cents;  1863,  40}  cents: 
1864,  58}  cents ;  1865,  55}  cenU ;  1866.  47} 
cents;  1867, 50}  cents  ;  1868,  45}  cents.  Those 
were  the  prices  of  salt. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Will  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri allow  me  to  interrupt  him  fer  a  moment? 

Mr.  BLAIR.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  him  if  the  statement 
he  has  just  made  is  taken  from  a  speech  re- 
cently made  in  the  city  of  Syracuse  on  tbe 
subject  of  saltk? 

Mr.  BLAIB.  Yes,  sir;  by  Ganeral  Brinck- 
erhoff. 

Mr.  FENTON.     Following  that  sUtemeot 

of  General  Brinckerhoff,  I  had  occasion  to  get 

the  actual  state  of  fac^s  as  found  in  ihe  reporis 

which  have  been  made  by  the  salt  company  of 

New  York,  and  which  will  be  found  also  in 

tables  of  statistics  accessible  to  the  Senator 

from  Missouri,  as  well  aa  myself,  and  I  will 

interrupt  him  so  long  as  to  read   what  the 

prices  were: 

**  In  1860  the  price  of  foreign  salt  in  New  York, 
(see  report  of  Mr.  Wells)  wu  twenty-three  eenti  p«r 
bushel  loose.  The  average  prioe  of  our  9alt  in  th« 
same  market  in  the  year  1870  was  twenty-four  cents, 
reduced  to  gold. 

1860.  Foreign  salt  at  Cleveland ^.40 

186U.  Foreign  salt  at  Toledo  ....a ^ 40 

1860.  Foreign  salt  at  Detroit. 40 

1860.  Foreign  salt  at  Chicago -. »..4J 

1869.  Domestic  salt  at  Cleveland- „..30 

1869.  Domestic  salt  at  Toledo 33 

1869.  Domestic  salt  at  Detroit 34 

1869.  Domestic  salt  at  Chicago 31 

1870.  Domestic  salt  at  CLeveland- 30 

1870.  Domestic  salt  at  Toledo ^ ^^ 30 

1870.  Domestic  salt  at  Detroit ...„iM 

1870.  Domestic  salt  at  Chicago 31 

It  was  lower  in  some  of  the  eastern  markets 
in  Albany  and  the  city  of  New  York  where  the 
Onondaga  Salt  Company  had  their  deposits  of 
salt  or  their  storehouses. 

I  did  not  wish  to  interrupt  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  further  than  to  correct  the  statement 
he  was  making  od  the  authority  of  General 
Brinckerhoff. 

Mr.  BLAIB.  If  the  Senator  will  permit 
me  to  say  so,  I  do  not  think  he  has  jsorrected 
my  statement.  Tbe  statement  I  made  stands. 
It  is  taken  from  the  best  authority  in  tJlis 
country.  It  is  taken  from  a  paper  which  staads 
higher  than  any  other  paper  on  such  subjects, 
and  I  have  given  the  authority  of  that  paper, 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce,  which 
gives  the  average  of  the  market  price  in  the 
city  of  New  York  for  ten  years.  I  propose  to 
follow  that  up  by  reading  from  the  New  York 
Shipping  List)  giving  the  average  for  the  same 
time: 

**  In  proof  of  the  difference  made  bv  the  tariff,  we 
annex  a  compilation  from  the  New  York  Shipping 
List,  as  follows : 

"  Average  market  price  of  Turk's  lalaad  salt 
during  the  yean"— 

Then  follows  a  table  giring  the  price  from 
1841  to  1870.     From  1841  to  1861  the  vrmgm 
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wfts  twenty-etght  c«nt8t  with  mU  free  or  doty 
moderate.  From  1862  to  1870  the  average  was 
forty-eight  and  a  third  cents,  the  duty  being 
eighteen  cents  per  hundred  pounds  in  bulki 
and  twenty-four  cents  per  hundred  pounds  in 
sacks-^ 

**  The  lut  aTeragre  ootnos  within  three  eents  of  the 
Journal  of  Oommeroe  average." 

Here  are  authorities  as  high  as  any  in  this 
country,  not  taken  from  the  speech  of  Gen- 
eral BrinckerhoflT,  as  the  gentleman  supposed, 
but  taken  from  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce and  the  New  York  Shipping  List,  news- 
papers that  are  devoted  to  these  subjects,  that 
understand  them  thoroughly,  whose  reputa- 
tion stands  or  falls  with  the  community  on  the 
accuracy  with  which  they  make  these  reports. 
Both  of  these  authorities  concur  in  making 
the  average  as  I  have  stated,  showine  that 
vhiie  prior  to  the  year  1861,  at  a  low  duty,  a 
duty  ot  one  cent  and  a  half  per  bushel  upon 
salt,  the  manufacturers  of  salt  supplied  all  the 
salt  consumed  in  this  country  with  the  excep- 
tion of  fourteen  million  bushels,  and  I  sup- 
pose they  were  able  to  make  money  at  those 
rates,  and  since  that  time  they  have  enorm- 
ously enhanced  the  price  of  this  important 
article,  and  have  levied  an  enormous  tax  upon 
the  people: 

1  understand  very  well  why  the  Senator  from 
New  York  is  so  anxious  to  vote  for  the  bill 
for  free  tea  and  coffee  and  to  get  it  out  of  our 
way.  He  says  the  House  of  Representatives 
sent  us  a  bill  here  for  that  purpose.  The  House 
of  Representatives  have  also  sent  us  a  bill  here 
abolishing  the  duty  on  salt,  and  I  know  of 
nothing  more  appropriate,  since  that  bill  has 
come  from  the  House,  than  to  unite  them 
together  and  send  them  back  to  the  House. 
There  will  be  no  difficulty  in  the  House  assent- 
ing to  that  amendment. 

i  believe  there  is  no  single'  article  in  the 
whole  list  of  articles  taxed  the  repeal  of  the 
duty  upon  which  will  give  such  relief  to  the 
people  of  the  country  as  the  article  of  salt.  I 
do  not  think  it  will  inflict  any  injury  on  a  single 
human  being  in  our. country. 

I  do  not  believe  any  man  will  have  the 
slightest  right  to  find  fault  with  such  a  decision. 
If  these  men  cau  manufacture  salt  and  send  it 
to  Canada  and  sell  it  there,  that  shows  they  do 
not  need  protection  in  order  to  enable  them 
to  produce  salt.  If  they  are  able  to  go  down 
to  the  sea-shore  and  enter  into  competition 
with  the  salt  imported  from  abroad  and'  in 
bond,  that  shows  that  they  do  not  need  any 
protection  from  the  importation  of  foreign 
salt.  At  the  same  time  making  salt  free  would 
give  an  immense  impetus  to  the  business  of 
packing  pork  and  preserving  meat  in  the  West, 
a  business  employing  an  amount  of  capital  at 
least  ten  times  greater  than  that  which  is  em- 
ployed in  the  manufacture  of  salt,  and  employ- 
ing ten  times  as  many  laborers. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator 
from  Missouri,  if  the  duty  be  taken  off  salt, 
will  that  cheapen  salt  in  Kansas?  He  referred 
to  Kansas  awhile  ago. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  do  not  think  it  will  put  it 
down  cheaper  than  the  Onondaga  company 
could  afforo  to  put  it  at  there  and  sell  it  in 
order  to  break  up  the  Senator's  enterprising 
countrymen  who  are  attempting  to  establish 
that  business  in  that  State. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  We  have  salt  in  Kansasr 
bot  we  are  not  able  to  compete  ^th  the  Onon- 
daga company.  We  do  not  want  to  take  the 
duty  off  foreign  salt,  and  thus  be  compelled  to 
compete  with  foreign  companies.  I  shall 
therefore  vote  to  retain  the  duty  on  salt. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  In  reply  to  the  Senator  from 
Kansas  I  simply  recall  to  his  recollection  this 
statement  of  bis  collesgue,  who  is  my  authority 
for  what  I  have  said. 

Mr.  C  ALD  WELL.  That  is  what  I  refer  to. 
The  Senator  referred  to  my  colleague  in  his 
remarks.  I  wanted  to  state  that  my  colleague 
was  justified  in  his  remarks,  because  we  have 
salt  in  Kaasasiand  we  want  to  develop  oar  salt 


interests,  and  we  are  unable  to  do  so  because 
of  home  competition,  and  we  shall  certainly  be 
less  able  to  do  so  when  we  have  foreign  com- 
petition. That  is  the  point  I  make ;  and  there- 
fore it  is  a  good  reason  why  I,  as  a  Kansas 
Senator,  should  rote  to  retain  the  duty  on  salt. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  authority  upon  which  I 
made  the  statement  was  that  of  the  senior 
Senator  from  Kansas,  who  S|tid  these  monopo- 
lies came  into  his  State  and  sold  salt  there  for 
a  less  price  than  it  could  be  produced  'here, 
and  prevented  them  from  establishing  salt- 
works. He  did  not  say  how  low  they  put  the 
price  of  salt.  If  they  put  it  below  the  price 
of  production  in  Kansas,  I  am  satisfied  they 
put  it  much  lower  than  salt  could  be  imported 
and  sold  for  there ;  for  I  am  persuaded  that 
even  in  competition  with  foreign  salt  these 
salt  monopolists  can  make  salt  and  sell  it  in 
this  country,  because  they  ^ave  done  it  hereto- 
fore, because  they  were  doing  it  at  the  time 
Che  war  broke  out,  because  they  now  carry 
their  salt  into  Canada  and  sell  it  cheaper  than 
the  foreign  article  can  be  imported  and 
brought  in  competition  with  it,  because  they 
now  go  down  to  Boston  and  sell  it  cheaper 
than  foreign  salt  in  bond.  Therefore,  they 
could  go  to  Kansas  and  sell  their  salt  cheaper 
when  they  had  the  object  of  breaking  down 
the  effort  of  the  Senator's  constituents  to 
establish  salt-works  in  Kansas. 

I  do  not  believe  that  they  need  this  protec- 
tion. They  have  proved  that  they  do  not  need 
it.  They  have  shown  that  they  do  not  deserve 
it  by  going  into  the  State  of  Kansas  and  at- 
tempting to  extinguish  a  young  enterprise  of 
this  description  by  underselling  them  and  sell- 
ing lower  than  the  article  could  be  produced 
there..  That  act  alone  is  one  which  makes 
them  undeserving  not  only  of  the  support  of 
the  Senator  from  Kansas,  but  undeserving  of 
the  support  of  anybody.  The  fact  that  com- 
panies built  up  and  protected  for  a  series  of 
years  by  being  granted  a  monopoly  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government  should  be  guilty  of 
going  into  a  State  where  there  was  an  attempt 
to  produce  the  same  article  and  putting  down 
the  price  below  the  cost  of  reduction,  destroy- 
ing this  enterprise,  shows  that  they  do  not 
deserve  the  support  of  the  Senator  from  Kan- 
sas or  any  one  else. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  With  the  permission  of 
the  Senator  from  Missouri,  I  will  ask  him  if 
the  foreign  companies  do  not  also  come  into 
the  State  of  Kansas  and  compete  with  the  pro- 
duction of  Kansas  salt? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  have  already  stated  that  if 
these  companies,  by  reason  of  the  protection 
which  has  been  given  them  by  the  Qovern- 
ment,  could  drive  out  the  foreign  importations 
from  Canada  they  are  stronger  than  the  im- 
porters of  salt. 

Mr.  CALD  WELL.  My  reply  to  that  is  that 
we  cannot  compete  with  home  companies  in 
this  country  producing  salt,  and  we  do  not 
want  in  addition  to  that  to  enter  into  compe- 
tition with  foreign  companies.  Therefore, 
inasmuch  as  we  have  got  salt  interests  in  Kan- 
sas to  be  developed,  until  we  do  develop  them 
we  do  not  want  any  more  competition. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  If  the  salt  interests  in  Kan^ 
sas  were  the  only  interests  there,  if  everybody 
else  was  proper  prey  for  anybody  that  chose 
to  set  up  a  manufactory  of  salt,  then  there 
might  be  something  in  the  argument  of  the 
Senator.  If  the  moment  a  man  undertakes  to 
manufacture  salt,  everybody  else  in  the  coun- 
try ought  to  be  made  his  lawful  p'rey;  and  pay 
any  extortion  that  he  chooses  to  impose,  then 
there  is  something  in  the  argument  of  the  Sen- 
ator ;  but  I  contend  thatthere  are  larger  inter- 
ests in  Kansas  than  that  invested  in  salt. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  Let  me  ask  the  Sen- 
ator this  question :  if  there  was  no  salt  at  all 
produced  in  this  country,  does  he  think  the 
people  of  the  United  States  would  get  salt  any 
cheaper  than  they  do  now?  If  the  foreign 
companies  had  the  monopoly  of  this  mtfrket, 
does  he  suppose  we  should  get  salt  cheaper? 


Mr.  BLAIR.  I  do  not  know  that  any  for* 
ei^n  companies  could  act  any  worse  than  the 
friends  of  this  company  have  represented  them 
as  acting. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  That.is  not  the  ques* 
tion  I  asked. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  Senator  can  propose 
questions,  but  I  can  answer  them  as  I  please. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  If  the  Senator  declines 
to  answer,  I  have  nothing  to  say.  The  point 
I  want  to  make  is  this :  if  the  foreign  com- 
panies had  a  monopoly  of  the  sale  of  salt  in 
this  country,  I  want  to  know  whether  we 
should  be  furnished  salt  any  cheaper  than  if 
they  came  in  competition  with  home  compa- 
nies? And  that  holds  good  of  iron  and  of 
everything  produced  in  this  country.  The 
only  question  is  whether  we  will  have  our  own 
companies  to  compete  with  foreign  companieS| 
or  surrender  the  business  of  this  country  to 
the  monopolies  of  foreign  countries. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  will  answer  the  Senator  by 
reading  him  the  prices  we  paid  in  this  country 
under  what  has  been  callea  a  free-trade  system 
in  respect  to  salt  and  what  we  have  paid  since ; 
and  that  is  the  answer  I  wish  to  give  him  as  to 
iron  and  everything  else.  Under  the  free-trade 
system  we  paid  eighteen  and  a  half  and  nine- 
teen cents,  and  now  we  pay  forty -five  and 
fitly  cents.  Does  that  answer  the  Senator's 
question  ? 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  No,  sir,  it  does  not.  I 
asked  the  Senator  whether,  in  his  opinion,  if 
the  sale  of  salt  was  thrown  entirely  into  the 
hands  of  foreign  companies,  we  should  get  it 
any  cheaper  than  if  we  had  home  companies 
competing  in  the  production  of  salt.  That  is 
the  question  I  want  to  ask.  I  do  not  know 
what  is  in  that  pamphlet  from  which  the  Sen- 
ator is  quoting ;  I  have  not  seen  it ;  but  it 
strikes  me  if  we  have  companies  in  this  coon- 
try  producing  salt  and  coming  in  competition 
with  foreign  companies,  we  shall  get  it  cheaper 
than  if  foreign  companies  had  the  entire 
monopoly  of  our  market. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  No  matter  bow  it  strikes  the 
Senator,  that  is  not  the  fact. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.     I  believe  it  is. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  fact  is  entirely  different 
from  the  way  it  strikes  the  Senator. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  That  is  a  difference  of 
opinion. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  say  it  is,  between  the 
Senator  from  Missouri  and  myselfr  I  believe 
that  if  we  surrender  the  markets  of  this  coun- 
try entirely  to  foreign  countries  we  shall  pay 
higher  for  salt  and  everything  else. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Now,  sir,  as  the  Senator  has 
helped  himself  so  amply  to  my  time 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  beg  the  Senator's 
pardon.  I  do  not  oflen  interrupt  him,  and 
will  not  do  it  any  more. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  do  not  object  to  it.  On  the 
contrary  I  am  very  glad  of  it,  because  the  Sen- 
ator, although  I  have  not  convinced  him,  has 
drawn  attention  to  a  fact  which  will  answer 
his  question  to  everybody  who  can  be  reached 
by  reason  on  this  subject;  and  that  fact  ia, 
that  before  the  imposition  of  this  tariff  on  salt 
the  people  of  this  country  heught  salt  at  eigh- 
teen aud  nineteen  cents  a  bushel,  and  since  that 
time  they  have  paid  forty  to  forty-five  and  fifty 
cents  a  bushel  for  it.  That  answers  him,  and 
that  shows  that  the  high  tariff  did  raise  the 
price ;  that  while  we  hi^  a  low  tariff  we  had 
a  low  price,  and  now  that  we  have  a  high  tariff 
we  have  the  highest  kind  of  price,  an  exor- 
bitant prioe. 

Mr.  OONKLING.  Therefore,  if  I  under- 
stand him,  the  Senator  proves,  or  thinks  he 
does,  that  the  tariff  has  produced  the  differ- 
ence in  price?    Is  not  that  the  argument? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  not  only  think  that  is  as 
argument,  but  I  think  it  is  a  demonstration. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  Now,  will  the  konor 
able  Senator,  who  thinks  it  is  a  demonstration, 
be  good  enouffh  to  tell  us  how  the  present  price 
of  beefy  and  of  nearly  all  the  prime  neoessiiiei 
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of  life  which  are  unaffected  by  &  tarilF  in  any 
way  comparea  with  the  increased  cost  of  this 
particular  article?  In  other  words,  will  he 
tell  us  whether  the  whole  ihlntt  is  not  ex- 
plained by  the  difference  in  values  as  they 
used  to  be  and  the  difference  in  values  as  they 
are  now? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  do  not  explain  it  in  that 
way.  I  think  a  good  deal  of  the  increased 
price  of  beef  might  be  accounted  for  by  the 
increased  price  of  this  very  salt  with  which 
we  have  io  cure  our  beef. 

Mr.  GONKLING.  Take  fresh  beef  i  how 
does  the  price  of  fresh  beef  compare? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Everybody  understands  that 
grazing  cattle  have  to  use  salt  iu  grazing,  and 
that,  with  other  articles  which  are  taxed  in  this 
tariff,  enhances  the  vidue  of  the  beef,  because 
everything  that  enters  into  it  has  been  by  this 
tariff  BO  enhanced  in  price.  That  is  one  thing 
which  I  say  has  given  us  high  prices. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  understand  the  Sen- 
ator then  to  account  for  the  advance  in  the 
price  of  fresh  beef  by  the  advance  in  the  cost 
of  salt  eaten  by  the  cattle  from  which  the  beef 
oomes? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  Senator  cannot  have 
understood  what  I  did  say.  The  price  of  beef 
was  enhanced  to  some  extent  by  this  cause ; 
this  and  other  articles  of  consumption  have 
been  enhanced  in  price  by  a  high  tariff, 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wish  he  would  state 
what  part,  and  what  part  belongs  to  the  resi- 
due, and  then  I  sbalt  know  exactly. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  If  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  will  pardon  me  I  should  like  to  ask 
a  question  at  this  point.  If  the  price  of  salt 
enters  into  the  price  of  beef  that  may  be 
salted,  what  has  it  got  to  do  with  beef  that  is 
never  salted  ?  I  happen  to  know  something 
about  Texas  cattle ;  it  is  my  particular  busi- 
ness to  deal  in  them,  and  I  know  they  are 
turned  loose  on  the  plains,  and  they  never  see 
stilt  until  they  are  bought  up  by  the  people  of 
Kansas  and  Missouri  and  salted ,  and  I  know 
that  the  price  of  cattle  in  the  western  States 
is  controlled  and  governed  entirely  by  the  num- 
ber of  Texas  catUe  that  are  brought  into  the 
country,  and  those  cattle  are  not  Baited.  There- 
fore the  argument  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri does  not  hold  good.  There  is  no  salt  in 
his  argument  at  all. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  There  is  no  single  article 
which  enters  into  the  consumption  of  the 
farmer  the  price  of  which  has  not  been  en- 
hanced by  this  tariff  system;  and  what  the 
Senator  savs  about  his  Texas  cattle  does  not 
answer  and  will  not  answer  the  argument,  or 
what  I  have  heretofore  called  the  demonstra- 
tion in  relation  to  this  matter.  That  the  price 
of  this  salt  is  enhanced  by  the  addition  oi  the 
duty  to  it  is  as  palpable,  as  daylight,  as  clear 
as  any  proposition  that  ever  was  made.  If 
Senators,  after  seeing  that  this  company  which 
manufactures  its  salt  in  New  York  and  sells  it 
at  one  price  there,  is  able  each  year  to  send 
five  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  it  into  Can- 
ada and  sell  it  for  half  the  price  in  compe- 
tition with  foreign  salt,  still  nold  the  opinion 
that  its  price  in  this  country  is  not  enhanced 
by  the  tariff,  I  shall  despair  of  any  argument 
which  would  reach  them. 

When  again  I  show  the  Senator  that  the 
manufacturer  of  salt  at  Syracuse  can  carry  it 
by  railroad  to  Boston,  and  sell  it  there  upon 
the  sea-shore  in  competition  with  the  salt  im- 
ported into  Boston  trom  abroad  at  the  price 
of  the  imported  salt,  which  is  less  than  one 
half  the  price  after  it  has  paid  the  duty,  and 
he  is  not  then  convinced  that  this  additional 
price  comes  from  the  tariff  imposed  by  our 
law,  I  shall  despair  of  reaching  him  with  any 
argument,  though  he  may  talk  ever  so  learn- 
edly about  fresh  beef  and  Texas  cattle.  When 
the  fishermen  in  Boston  can  buy  untaxed  salt 
for  oae  half,  the  price  that  anybody  else  can 
buy  it  for  io  Boston,  for  the  reason  that  he  has 
the  riffht  to  a  drawback,  and  when  the  favored 
CauacQaii  can  buy  Onondaga  salt  at  |1  60  a 
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barrel  when  the  citizen  of  Syracuae  has  tp  pay 
$2  85,  if  the  Senator  from  Kansas  and  the 
Senator  from  New  York  do  not  see  that  this 
difference  is  created  by  the  tariff  which  we 
place  upon  salt,  I  shall  despair  of  any  argu* 
ment  which  will  reach  them  and  convince 
them  of  any  proposition. 

These  are  facts  stated  by  a  gentleman  of 
the  highest  character  in  the  country,  stated  in 
a  public  speech  in  Syracuse,  in  the  very  home 
01  this  monopoly.  They  stand  uncontradicted 
and  undenied.  The  record  of  this  company 
shows  that  they  exported  five  hundred  tnou- 
sand  bushels  of  salt  each  year  for  four  years 
to  Canada,  and  sold  the  salt  there  at  $1  60  a 
barrel,  whil«  they  were  at  the  same  time 
demanding  $2  85  for  the  same  article  in  the 
city  in  which  it  was  produced.  Sir,  this  is 
too  plain  a  case  to  pursue  further,  and  I  will 
not  longer  detain  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  it  is  a 
very  easy  matter  to  denounce  monopoliesb 
They  are  not  a  very  popular  class.*  It  is  a  very 
unpopular  word,  and  if  you  wish  to  raise  a 
prejudice  against  any  man  or  anv  set  of  men 
you  have  only  to  raise  the  cry  of  *^  monopoljr," 
perhaps  the  most  odious  word  that  is  applied 
to  any  kind  of  persons  io  the  United  States. 

To-day  we  have  been  treated  to  a  disserta- 
tion upon  monopolists  in  salt,  and  we  have  been 
told  that  these  monopolists  hired  salt-works 
for  a  fabulous  price  and  shut  them  up.  I 
merely  wish  to  say  that  so  far  as  the  salt- 
makers  of  Saginaw  are  concerned  they  have 
hired  no  salt-  works  and  shut  them  up  in  the 
Saginaw  valley  or  out  of  it,  for  they  have  been 
compelled  to  shut  up  every  single  block  of 
kettles  in  the  whole  valley  of  the  Saginaw  that 
ran  with  fuel  that  was  bought.  Not  one  sinsle 
block  of  salt-boiling  kettles  is  at  work  to  day 
that  buys  its  fuel  or  that  uses  any  other  than 
refuse  fuel  from  the  mills. 

If  the  Senator  considers  that  a  monopoly, 
all  I  have  to  say  to  him  is,  **  Go  in  yourselr 
and  be  accounted  a  monopolist.''  There  is 
a  resion  a  hundred  mil^s  in  diameter,  all 
equally  rich  in  salt.  He  can  go  anywhere  in 
that  whole  valley  of  salt,  sink  his  well,  and 
become  himself  a  monopolist.  Now,  sir,  if 
you  think  there  is  money  in  that  monopoly, 

So  and  buy  your  land — you  can  buy  it  for  five 
ollars  an  acre — put  up  your  salt-works,  and 
become  yourself  a  monopolist. 

The  Senator  has  proved  too  much.  He  has 
stated  that  during  the  war  there  were  fabulous 

g rices  paid  for  salt.  So  there  were.  Why? 
lecause  he  and  the  men  sympathizing  with 
him  had  made  salt  free.  When  this  war  broke 
out  the  capacitv  of  our  works  would  not  sup- 
ply the  demand,  and  when  yoiir  commerce  was 
shut  off  you  had  to  pay  fabulous  prices  because 
you  had  not  protected  your  own  salt  manufac- 
tures before  the  war. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  And  they  charged  a  much 
higher  price  afler  the  war.  It  kept  on  rising 
and  is  still  going  on. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  b^  the  Senator's 
pardon.  There  is  a  difference  of  more  than 
a  dollar  a  barrel  between  the  price  of  s^lt 
to-day  and  the  price  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon 
again. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  h^ve  the  figures.  I 
live  where  salt  is  made, 

Mr.  BLAIR.  1  have  authorities  here  just 
as  good  as  that  of  the  Senator.  I  have  already 
quoted  them. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  do  not  care  what  your 
authority  is;  I  tell  you  that  I  know  the  fact; 
and  the  men  who  furnished  you  your  authorities 
did  not  know  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Senators 
will  please  address  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  That  is  always  the  way  with 
monopolies  and  representatives  of  monopo- 
lies ;  they  want  to  put  people  down  by  asser- 
tion. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  assert  what  I  know 
to  be  the  fact,  and  I  care  not  where  any  inform- 


ation comes  from  that  differs  from  what  I  knov 
to  be  the  fact. 

Mr.  BLAIR.    I  dare  say. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  m  a 
war  measure,  to  protect  your  nation  in  time 
of  war,  I  ask  you  not  only  to  keep  the  asme 
protection  on  now — I  was  going  to  say  it  was 
for  the  interest  of  this  nation  to  protect  itself 
in  time  of  war,  and  as  a  war  measure  to  so  far 
promote  the  manufacture  of  salt  as  to  produce 
all  you  need.  Had  you  prior  to  the  rebellion 
had  the  same  duty  on  salt  that  you  have  to- 
day, the  price  of  salt  would  not  have  riaea 
during  the  war,  because  you  would  have  pro- 
duced it  yourselfl  There  was  no  resaonfoi 
this  advance. 

In  rebeldom  during  the  war  sslt  went  np  to 
a  dollar  a  pound.  I  have  seen  thequotatLooi. 
Why,  sir,  we  sacrificed  thousands  of  mea  to 
capture  almost  their  only  salt-works  daring 
the  war ;  and  ihey  felt  the  blow  more  severelj 
than  any  other  blow  ever  struck  at  the  heart 
of  the  rebollion  except  the  final  diasolutioD  of 
their  armies.  They  had  no  salt;  thcj  had  no 
manufactures  of  salt ;  they  had  no  commerce: 
they  had  no  means  of  bringing  in  salt ;  aod 
they  were  at  our  mercy ;  and  now  sa  a  var 
measure,  purely  as  a  war  measure,  for  joa 
need  tfalt  as  much  as  you  need  gunpowder  io 
time  of  war,  and  you  cannot  earrj  on  a  var 
without  salt  as  well  as  gunpowder,  1  demaad 
that  this  protection  shall  be  maintaiued,  that 
your  salt-works  shall  not  be  shut  up. 

Sir,  I  state  as  a  fact  that  during  the  rebel- 
lion all  the  salt- works  then  in  existence  were 
run  to  their  utmost  capacity.  In  the  Sajpnav 
valley  every  block  that  was  then  built  was  |Ak 
to  i»ork  night  and  day  at  its  fall  capaciiy. 
They  bored  new  wells  and  the  new  wella  were 
urged  to  their  utmost  capacity,  and  still  the 
supply  did  not  meet  the  demand,  sod  the 
price  of  salt  went  up  fabulously.  I  bare  do 
doubt  that  the  salt-works  that  existed  then  did 
make  money  during  the  years  of  the  rebellioo 
and  perhaps  for  a  year  afler.  Bat,  air,  tbou 
wells  that  were  dug  then  to  pieet  a  presfiog 
necessity  of  your  Government  in  aoppljiog 
the  salt  that  you  actually  required,  have  since 
that  time  been  shut  up,  and  to-day  there  are 
any  number  of  wells  all  ready  to  pump  vater, 
with  their  blocks  erected,  that  do  not  ran 
because  they  cannot  run  at  present  prio^ 
without  losing  money. 

Sir,  directly  across  in  Canada,  at  Qodericb, 
they  have  the  same  wells  and  the  same  water- 
There  wood  costs  them  a  dollar  a  cord.  There 
labor  is  worth  sixty  cents  a  day  that  ia  worth 
$1  20  a  day  on  our  side.  There  they  can  no 
dersell  us,  and  they  are  about  to  supply  Canada. 
The  time  may  have  been  when  Canada  was  sup- 
plied with  salt  from  the  United  States,  hot  I  tell 
the  Senator  he  can  buy  salt  to-day  cheaper, 
not  only  by  the  thousand,  but  by  the  ten  iboa- 
saud  barrels,  in  Ooderich  than  anywhere  in 
these  United  States.  Salt  by  the  thoosaods 
of  barrels  is  lying  there  waiting  this  moTemest 
to  remove  the  duty  on  salt.  Instead  of  pftj' 
ing  $1  60  a  barrel  you  can  buy  to-daj  a&7 
number — I  was  going  tp  say  thousands  of  bar- 
rels—at  $1  25.  They  have  not  a  demand  tor 
it.  Salt  is  cheaper  there  than  anywhere  iQ 
the  United  States.  , 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Does  the  Senator  denj  the 
statement  which  is  found  on  the  books  of  the 
Onondaga  Salt  Company,  that  they  ezportea 
and  sold  inr  Canada  five  hundred  thoosftoa 
bushels  in  four  successive  years  each  year" 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  No,  I  do  not  deoysny 
thing.  I  say  the  time  may  have  been  st  some 
remote  period  when  that  was  done,  bat  1  ^J 
it  is  not  BO  to-day.  .  , 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Let  me  sUte  in  what 
sense  it  is  true. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  is  true  in  this  sen«: 
there  was  a  trade  with  Canada  which  hmi» 
a  ^reat  many  vessels  here,  and  those  vessels 
going  back*empty  carried  freight,  salt  p»rt»cB- 
larly,  substantially  for  nothing,  and  ooe  Kuia 
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of  s«At,  to  ^i(;  diiir;  Aalt,  never  coarse  salt  at 
all,  but  a  special  s&lt  for  a  speciiil  purpose, 
which  was  a  favoritd  in  the  Canadian  market 
and  which  thbv  coald  carty  home  as  frefght 
free.  They  did  bny  A  large  ouantity  of  that. 
It  is  true  in  Just  that  ^ense.  That  is  all  there 
is  of  it. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  1  will  add  in  Addition,  if  the 
Senatcrr  froth  Miehf^aii  iHll  permit  me^  that  if 
the  practice  dbe^  not  exist  now,  it  existed  in 
1860,  and  the  books  of  the  Oaotidaga  Salt 
Oompany  8ho#  tb^t  in  1869  a  large  quantity 
of  salt  was  exported  to  Canada  and  sold  in 
Canada  in  comtmtitidn  with  fdreign  salt. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  f  am  told  that  was  fine 
salt  used  for  dairy  pui^oses.  1  Wiis  speaking, 
howeTcr,  of  the  report  I  read  fdr  1870  or  1871, 
and  hence  f  do  not  go  so  ffkr  hvLC^.  There  was 
no  report  on  the  Goderich  salt-works  until 
either  1870  or  1871,  probAbly  1871,  and  hence 
I  do  not  go  very  far  back.  That  industry  in 
Goderich  bins  been  developed  within  a  few 
years. 

Now,  Mr.  Preiiident,  I  suppose  we  have  a 
capacity  to  produce  a  hondrcd  million  bar- 
rels for  a  ntiiRon  ^<iar8  in  the  Saginaw  valley. 
What  I  oi^ii  ttl  n&f  it  that  the  amount  is 
illimitable,  itnd  yon  tttar  ptrm|)  in  all  prob- 
abilitr  until  the  final  day  arrives  when  the 
world  is  destfoyedj  and  yon  Will  not  affect  the 
quantity  of  Mi  in  that  valley.  The  water  is  the 
purest  yon  ttin  find  on  earth.  It  is  so  pure  that 
yon  hAve  to  ftuix  it  with  fresh  water,  or  other- 
wise yon  have  to  cleanse  your  kettles  with  fresh 
water.  In  the  Onondaga  salt-works  that  is  not 
the  ease.  The^  do  not  have  to  bring  in  fresh 
water  to  enilble  ihetfx  to  manufkctnre ;  but  ours 
\i  too  ptfre  !br  thi^t^  and  we  ftre  obliged  to 
?}ean8e  our  kettles  with  fresh  water.  The  water 
absolutely  costs  nothing.  There  is  no  royalty 
«pon  it.  Any*  man  who  bnys  a  fifty-feet  lot  in 
Any  vilUk)^  anywhere  has  Simply  to  bore  a  well 
and  have  bi^  ssilt-works. 

Mr.  CAMERON.    How  deep  do  they  bore? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  About  seveh  hundred 
nnd  ninety  fbet.  I  #ill  guaranty  the  Senator 
irom  Missouri  that  he  tiAy  go  there  and  be- 
come the  greatest  monopolist  in  all  that  valley 
if  he  i^es  fit  tb  join  the  greit  army  of  monopo- 
lists. 

Mr.  BLAIB.  I  a'm  ver>'  much  obliged  to 
the  Senator  for  describing  the  manner  in  which 
salt  is  made  in  the  valley  of  the  Sa^nsw.  and 
telling  ni  how  cheap  brinb  is  obtained  tnere. 
£  think  he  has  given  away  his  case,  t  think 
he  has  shown  that  where  the  brine  is  supplied 
for  nothinl,^  and  where  they  burn  simply  the 
shavings  and  the  sawdnttb  from  the  saw- mills, 
there  cannot  beany  ve^  great  expense  involved 
in  making  salt.  I  believe  eVery  word  he  says, 
and  I  bebeve  they  can  make  salt  in  competi- 
tion witi  the  Whole  world,  and  will  do  it  for 
the  million  years  he  speaks  of,  and  that 
they  do  not  need  one  cent  of  protection,  and 
that  every  cent  you  give  them  in  that  way 
is  sheer  robbery  of  the  people,  who  are  more 
deserving  than  they  are. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  The  Senator  proposes 
to  shnt  up  all  the  salt-work^  except  where 
ther  can  rtin  them  upon  the  refuse  of  saw- 
mills. I  do  not  thint  our  refuse  of  saw- 
mills will  last  quite  a  million  years.  If  they 
cat  off  lumber  as  fhst  as  they  have  been  doins^ 
the  last  eight  or  teb  years,'  they  certainly  will 
not. 

This,  Mr.  Prettidlint,  is  simply  H  protection 
to  labor;  that  id  all  there  is  m  the  question. 
If  it  was  profitiAle  fbr  6ur  tnen  to  buy  wood 
or  coal  and  run  those  blo^^ks  and  maiiufacture 
salt  today  with  th^  present  tariff,  every  block 
woald  be  in  motion,  and  they  would  b^  sink- 
ing new  i^e%  attd  c^dtin)^  nev^  blocks  every 
day. 

Bat  the  Senator  from  Missouri  seems  to  be 
a  great  friend  of  the  poor  people.  He  evi- 
dently wants  to  reduce  the  cost  ox  living.  Now, 
poor  men,  listen  to  your  greatfriend.  He  says, 
*'  Yon  have  put  tea  and  coffee  on  the  free  list, 
and  will  yon  not  pnt  on  MiV*  Mr.  President, 
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are  you  aware  how  much  ^It  a  poor  man  uses 
in  a  year  on  an  average?  I  w!Il  give  the  aver- 
Bse  consumption  of  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  United  States  for  twelve  months. 
The  Senator  from  Missouri  does  not  seem  to 
know,  and  I  do  not  suppose  he  does ;  but  I 
will  tell  him.  Bach  man,  woman,  and  child 
in  these  United  States  is  Supposed  to  use' indi- 
vidually ten  pounds  of  salt  m  a  vear.  If  he 
ban  carry  his  measure — I  do  not  think  he  can, 
and  I  hope  he  cannot — he  will  actually  reduce 
the  cost  of  living  one  cent  and  eight  mills  a 
year.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  President,  stand  in  awe !  One  cent  and 
eight  mills  a  year  is  to  be  saved,  and  for  that 
you  will  destroy  the  product  of  this  absolutely 
necessary  article.  Will  you  destroy  its  pro- 
duction m  the  United  States  to  save  one  and 
eight  tenths  cents  to  be  put  in  your  own  pock- 
ets? Are  these  men  so  awfully  oppressed 
that  to  preserve  this  great  industry,  to  pre- 
serve this  indispensable  material  in  time  of 
War,  and  enable  us  to  place  it  cheaply  where 
ever  it  is  needed^  without  transportation  from 
abroad,  they  will  not  submit  to  one  and 
eight  tenths  cents  in  a  year  ?  Is  it  not  wonder- 
ful that  this  great  reformer  should  light  upon 
this  industry,  and  this  alone,  and  say  it  is  the 
most  important  there  is?  He  says  it  is  more 
important  than  tea  and  coffee,  and  vet  it  only 
amounts  to  one  cent  and  ^  eight  mills  to  each 
individual.  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  man 
or  woman  in  the  United  States  who  docs  not 
consume  several  pounds  of  tea  and  coffee  in  a 
year.  The  Senator  may  look  at  the  amount 
*we  have  taken  off  tea  and  coffee  and  decide 
how  near  he  is  to  the  actual  facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  President,  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate 
longer,  but  I  hope  this  duty  will  be  retained 
just  as  it  is. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  .  Mr.  President,  I  shall  vote 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri. Salt  is  an  article  that  is  used  by  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  rich.  I  voted  for  putting 
tea  and  coffee  on  the  free  list,  not,  however, 
for  the  motives  attributed  by  the  Senator  from 
Missouri.  Though  tea  and  coffee  are  luxuries, 
they  are  luxuries  in  which  the  poor  as  well  as 
rich  can  indulge.  They  in  part  constitute,  I 
may  say,  two  of  the  necessities  of  life  among 
our  people.  I  voted  for  free  coffee  and  free 
tea  because  that  proposition  addressed  itself 
to  the  humanities  of  the  question  before  the 
Senate.  The  poor  use  them :  and  I  desired 
in  the  case  of  tne  poor  man  or  the  poor  woman 
who  has  toiled  during  the  day,  and  who  can 
only  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  a  cup  of  tea  or 
cbfree,  to  give  it  without  money  and  without 
price,  so  far  as  the  Government  was  concerned. 

But  the  Senator  from  Missouri  says  that  this 
was  a  covert  device  on  the  part  of  those  who 
voted  for  free  tea  and  free  coffee  in  order  that 
they  might  impose  higher  duties  on  other  arti- 
cles for  the  encouragement  of  monopolies  in 
the  East  If  this  be  true,  then  the  Senator 
himself  is  at  fault  in  the  argument  that  he 
brings  forward  when  he  asks  us  to  reduce  the 
tax  upon  salt.  If  the  tax  upon  salt  brings 
$1,000,000  into  the  Treasury,  and  that  $1,000,- 
000  is  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  if  you  take  that  tax  off  salt,  do 
you  not  have  to  put  it  upon  something  else  in 
order  to  protect  the  monopolist  of  tne  Bast 
in  bis  already  overgrown  wealth  ?  There  is  a 
link  wanting  in  the  logic  of  the  Senator  from 
Missouri  when  he  argues  this  case,  and 
charges  those  who  voted  for  free  tea  and  free 
coffee  with  being  in  favor  of  monopolies. 

Sir,  so  far  as  party  is  concerned,  Ihave  come 
here  to  vote  upon  this  tariff  question  without 
any  restrictions  or  conditions  imposed  upon 
me  by  party ;  and  when  I  observe  the  work- 
ings of  this  measure  in  its  windings  through 
the  Senate,  I  see  that  party  lines  are  not  very 
closely  drawu. 

When  the  amendhient  of  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  KeLtooo]  came  to  be  tested,  as 
to  the  duty  upon  quinine,  the  vote  upon  quinine 
described  the  fever  and  agae  line.  [Laughter.] 


Those  who  used  quinine  voted  for  free  quinine, 
and  those  who  voted  for  duties  on  it  were 
without  the  necessity  of  quinine.  When  we 
come  to  the  question  of  salt  I  And  that  the 
Senators  froth  New  York,  who  are  not  always 
together  upon  questions  before  the  Senate,  are 
brought  together  like  brothers  5  they  lock 
shields  and  go  arm  in  arm  in  support  of  the 
duty  upon  salt.  When  again  we  touch  the 
question  of  salt,  and  the  Senator  from  Mich- 
igan [Mr.  Chakdleb]  leaps  with  an  elastic 
bound*  into  the  conflict,  I  could  have  known 
without  that  Senator  having  told  me  that  he 
camj3  from  a  country,  to  use  his  own  language, 
wheire  salt  gro^s. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Will  the  Senator  pardoii 
me  for  interrupting  Him. 

Mr.  ALCORN.    Certoinly. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Senator  does  not 
mean  to  misrepresent  me.  I  said  that  salt 
was  raised,  raised  by  steam.  It  docs  not  grow; 
it  is  raised. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  1  accept  the  Senator's  ex- 
planation, and  say  that  I  could  have  told  very 
well  that  he  came  from  that  land  in  which  salt 
was  raised.  Well,  sir,  I  shall  vote  for  the  repeal 
of  this  duty  because  salt  is  a  necessity  to  the 
whole  people,  to  every  man,  to  the  poor  man 
who  penetrates  the  forest,  and  who  erects  his 
cabin.  I  desire,  when  he  sits  down  to  partake 
of  his  repast  of  ftesh  venison  or  butfklo  meat, 
that  when  he  com6s  to  salt  it,  he  may  have  his 
salt  without  a  duty,  or  without  a  tax  by  the 
Government  upon  it.  And  yet,  sir,  I  am  here 
to  support  this  Government,  and  to  keep  the 
revenue  at  such  a  level  as  is  necessary  to 
maintain  this  Government  in  all  its  workmgs 
in  the  full  scope  of  all  its  powers,  but  I  come 
here  to  put  the  taxes  upon  the  luxuries  of  the 
country,  to  shield,  as  t  believe  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  nation  to  shield  the  poor  man,  as  far 
as  he  can  be  shielded,  from  the  tax-gatherer, 
who  comes  to  filch  from  him  a  pittance  of  his 
hard  earnings. 

I  rose,  Mr.  President,  to  repel  the  imputa- 
tion cast  by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  that 
those  who  voted  for  free  tea  and  free  coffee 
were  urged  forward  in  order  that  they  might 
thereby  open  the  way  for  hieher  duties  upon 
commodities  produced  in  tne  East.  It  was 
for  no  such  purpose,  and  if  I  thought  there 
was  such  a  purpose,  still  1  would  not  be 
deterred  ftom  performing  that  duty  Which  1 
believe  to  be  right. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  If  the  Senator  will  excuse  me, 
I  will  say  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  many  per- 
sons voted  as  he  did  on  that  subject  with  the 
view  he  has  expressed.  I  have  no  question 
of  that;  but  tne  leader  in  this  movement 
and  the  phalanx  that  followed  him  are 
known  to  be  the  advocates  of  protection  per 
se.  The  Senator  moving  the  amendment  was 
the  one  who  dissented  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  came  out  of  it  and  made  this 
motion  representing  Pennsylvania,  which  is 
nothing  without  protection,  m  politics  I  mean. 
That  fact  evinces  the  truth  of  the  allegation  1 
make,  although  there  are  doubtless  many  Sen- 
ators who  voted  upon  that  subject  from  very 
different  views.  I  know  that  many  of  my 
most  valued  friends  on  this  floor  voted  for  tho 
abolition  of  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee;  but 
t  declined  to  vote  K>r  it  because  I  believed, 
and  I  still  believe,  that  that  proposition  was 
made  in  the  House  and  in  the  Senate  with  a 
view  of  keeping  up  the  taxes  on  manufac- 
tured articles  and  upon  those  articles  the  tax 
upon  which  compels  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  pay  three  dollars  for  every  dollar  that 
goes  into  the  Treasury.  I  refer  to  those  cases 
where  the  manufacturer  of  the  goods  gets  infi- 
nitely more  from  the  tax  than  the  Government 
itself.  The  tax,  of  course^  that  is  collected 
upon  the  foreign  importation  is  paid  to  the 
Government;  but  the  enhancement  of  thn 
value  of  the  domestic  article  caused  by  the 
tax,  all  goes  to  the  manufacturer.  Upon  this 
single  article  of  salt,  while  the  Government 
only  gets  $1,200,000  from  tho  tariff  00  salt, 
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but  will  become  the  seeds,  I  think,  of  culture 
and  reiiaement  to  oar  people,  a  thing  that  is 
always  needed  most  by  the  youngest  nations. 

I  trust  the  amendment  niay  be  tuloDted,  and 
that  when  persons  returning  from  a  long  tour 
of  travel  shall  bring  with  them  these  souvenirs 
of  the  pleasant  and  happy  days,  which  are 
only  too  rare  in  this  life,  tney  may  be  suffered 
to  have  them  brought  into  their  families  with- 
out being  disturbed  in  their  original  packages 
and  without  the  payment  of  duty. 

Mr.  SHERMA^.  I  do  not  see  why  articles 
of  statuary  should  be  admitted  free  of  duly. 
They  are  articles  of  luxury  made  abroad.  The 
duty  now  is  but  ten  per  cent.,  and  certainly 
we  should  not  be  too  ready  to  repeal  duties  on 
works  of  this  kind  when  we  have  to  maintain 
duties  on  the  ordinary  necessaries  of  life. 

Besides,  it  is  considered  a  great  injustice  to 
our  own  artists.  We  blbve  now  among  us  some 
of  the  most  eminent  artists  of  the  world.  They 
are  employed  in  this  country  not  only  as  paint- 
ers and  sculptors,  but  in  various  forms  of 
art.  They  have  always  insisted  upon  this 
ten  por  cent,  as  a  discrimination  in  their  favor. 
It  seems  to  me  it  will  do  injustice  to  them  to 
strike  it  off.  Those  who  travel  abroad  and 
pick  up  works  of  art  are  able  to  pay  tke  duty. 
The  amount  is  very  low,  although  the  revenue 
derived  is  considerable.  I  trust,  therefore, 
the  Senate  will  not  put  upon  the  free  list  these 
articles,  because,  first,  it  will  interfere  with 
domestic  artists  who  produce  similar  works^ 
and  in  the  next  place  it  will  surrender  a  small 
revenue  collected  from  those  who  are  best 
able  to  pay. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  confess  that  I  offered  this 
amendment  not  ao  mueh  in  the  interest  of 
trade  and  revenue  as  in  the  interest  of  some- 
thing that  I  thought  should  be  equally  consid- 
ered— art  and  culture.  The  class  of  persons 
to  whom  this  amendment  would  be  beneficial 
are  those  who  know  but  little  of  trade,  and 
who  are  not  accustomed  to  the  difficulty 
of  passing  articles  subject  to  duty  through  the 
custom-house.  It  is  a  very  serious  embarrass- 
ment for  our  private  citizens  to  have  to  en- 
counter customs  duties  and  enter  goods  under 
valuation  at  our  custom-houses.  The  rate  of 
duty  on  such  articles  as  these  is  not  yery  easily 
ascertained ;  and  very  frequently  the  subject 
being  a  matter  of  taste  altogether  has  its  value 
only  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder.  Or  from  some 
association  connected  with  it,  as  a  souvenir 
of  travel. 

Besides  that,  while  I  fully  appreciate  the 
excellence  of  American  art,  I  still  believe  it 
can  be  improved;  and  by  the  introduction 
more  freely  of  works  of  art  from  those  coun- 
tries where  art  has  been  cultivated  to  a  greater 
and  a  higher  extent  than  here,  perhaps  the  seed 
may  be  sown  for  future  improvement.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  suggestion  of  discrim- 
ination against  native  artists,  but  it  simply 
provides  this  opportunity  of  bringing  into  the 
country  objects  that  mi^ht  elevate  the  taste 
of  our  people,  and  bringing  them  in  free  from 
duty  and  tree  from  the  embarrassment  of 
importation  which  ordinary  travelers  under- 
stand very  little  about.  It  is  for  that  reason 
that  I  would  desire  to  see  these  subjects 
embraced  within  the  free  list. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  When  they 
are  made  by  American  artists  abroad  they 
now  come  in  free,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if 
we  are  to  allow  anybody  to  bring  in  anything 
free,  it  should  be  that  class  of  people  who  aro 
only  able  to  buy  the  common  necessaries  of 
life,  rather  than  those  who  can  afford  to  pro- 
cure these  expensive  articles  of  luxury. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware to  the  amendment  made  as  in  Committee' 
of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  concurring  in  the  amendment  made 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Mr.  SCOTT.  This  will  now  be  the  firgi 
vote,  I  understand,  upon  the  amendments 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole— 'the 
vote  upon  the  free  list 

•The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  first  vote 
was  upon  the  Senator's  own  amendment,  fix- 
ing the  1st  of  July  as  the  day  when  the  i^^^l 
of  the  tea  and  coffise  duties  should  take  effect 
The  next  vote  now  is  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  This  will  be  the  first  vote  on 
any  subject  outside  of  the  tea  and  coffee  duties* 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    It  will  be. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire,  before  we  take  that 
vote,  once  again  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  position  in  which  the  bill  is 
placed,  for  I  deem  it  the  vital  point  of  doing 
anything  in  this  bill.  The  argument  has  been 
made  several  times  that  this  bill  as  amended 
here  will  not  encounter  any  objection  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  for  the  reason  that 
it  is  a  bill  which  only  reduces  duties^  that  it 
does  not  in  any  instance  increase  duties,  that 
in  one  part  of  it  it  puts  artieles  on  the-  free 
list  and  in  another  it  reduces  duties ;  the  second 
section  as  it  is  now  incorporated  in  this  bill 
reduces  duties.  But  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  that  section 
will  meet  with  the  same  oonstitotioual  objec- 
tion in  the  House  of  Representatives  as  the 
increase  of  duties,  for  this  reason :  their  objec- 
tion is  not  that  we  may  not  originate  a  bill 
which  reduces  the  rates  of  duties,  but  that  we 
may  not  originate  a  bill  which  affects  the  rev- 
enue at  all.  As  all  will  remeinber,  when  the 
bill  which  repealed  the  income  tax  went  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  that  was  sim- 
ply a  bill  repealing  a  tax,  but  the  ground 
taken  there  in  the  conference  committee  was 
that  the  Senate  had  no  ri^t  to  originate  a  bill 
which  in  any  manner  affected  the  revenue. 

This  question  has  been  argued  as  if  the  sense 
of  the  constitutional  provision  in  reference  to 
raising  revenue  was  increasing  reveane  or  tais- 
inf(  a  larger  revenue  than  the  law  previously 
raised.  That  is  not  the  sense  in  which  the 
House  of  Representativies  view  it.  They  do 
not  view  it  in  the  sense  that  the  word  ^' rais- 
ing'' means  V producing,''  but  simply  in  the 
sense  of  its  affecting  the  revenue.  The  sense 
which  the  Senate  takes  of  it  is  that  we  have 
the  power  to  originate  a  bill  whick  repeals 
duties.  But  in  the  true  sense  of  the  interpret- 
ation of  the  Constitution  I  hold  that  we  nave 
no  more  right  to  originate  a  bill  whioh  reduces 
the  rates  of  duty  and  still  puts  revenue  in  the 
Treasury,  than  we  have  one  which  increases 
the  rates  of  duty.  We  may  repeal  a  duty,  but 
we  may  not  originate  a  bill  which  undertakes 
to  deal  with  duties  whiob  still  do  put  money 
in  the  Treasury,  the  reason  of  the  rule  being 
wherever  a  tax  is  to  be  levied  from  the  peo- 
ple the  origination  of  that  tax  mutt  eome  from 
their  immediate  Representatives. 

Now,  then,  what  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  is  this :  that  if  you  continue 
that  second  section  in  the  bill  it  will  meet  with 
the  same  constitutional  objection  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  it  would  if  the  section 
were  to  raise  the  revenue.  And  I  now  wic^ 
to  appeal  to  the  Senate  to  get  back  to  the 
ground  on  which  we  started,  as  wewe  back  in 
the  Senate;  to  reject  all  these  amendments 
and  pass  the  bill  repealing  the  duties  on  tea 
and  coffee,  for  I  am  satisfied  it  is  the  only 
practical  measure  that  will  come  out  of  this, 
and  we  endanger  that  by  incumbering  it  with 
any  of  these  amendments. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  point  is  now  to 
be  raised  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States 
have  no  power  to  amend  a  bill  repealing  the 
duties  on  tea  and  coffee  by  adding  any  other 
items  to  be  repealed,  I  shall  begin,  for  one, 
to  contend  for  the  power  of  the  Senate.  I 
would  not  allow  the  point  to  be  made  now  that 
we  have  no  right  to  amend  a  revenue  bill.  We 
surrender  a  constitutional  power  when  we  do 
that.  If  the  House  of  Representatives  say 
that  they  will  not  vote  for  anything  except 
what  relates  to  tea  and  coffee,  and  we  surren- 


der to  that  claim,  we  do  what  my  honorable 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  said  he  never  would 
do  on  the  occasion  of  the  contest  between  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  a  year 
4gO.  No,  sir,  we  have  the  power  to  propose 
amendments.  This  is  a  bill  sent  to  us  by  the 
House  of  Representatives.  If  it  is  a  revenue 
bill  of  coarse  we  have  the  power  to  amend  it 
If  it  is  not  a  revenue  bill,  as  was  claimed  at 
the  last  session, -we  still  ha^e  the  power  to 
amend  it  in  any  event. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Will  my  friend  from  Ohio 
permit  me  to  say  that  I  am  not  raising  that 
question  ?  I  am  preaefiting  it  as  a  practical 
question,  for  he  knows  the  views  I  entertain, 
and  he  knows  the  views  the  Hoilee  ent«tain. 
I  do  not  raise  tktf  question,  but  I  submit  tha' 
it  will  be  raised  there. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  venture  to  say  that 
not  a  siilgle  member  of  the  House  would  ob 
ject  to  the  enlargemeiii  of  the  free  liat,  when 
they  have  put  two  articles  on  the  free  list  and 
we  simply  propose  to  put  other  articlea  on  the 
free  list  I  do  not  know  of  a  single  member  of 
the  House  who  denies  oer power  to  do  it  They 
do  denv  our  power  to  raise  taxes  upon  a  biU 
Of  this  kind,  to  ad4  new  taxes  to  a  bill  of  thifl 
kind,  but  our  power  to  add  to  timr  free  list 
they  do  not  deny,  and  I  believe  that  the  jm- 
sage  of  this  free  list  will  strengthen  the  bill 
T&re  are  a  good  many  members  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  as  well  as  a  good  many 
Senators,  who  doubt  the  propriety  of  repeal- 
ing the  purely  revenue  dutaes  on  tea  and 
coffee,  more  than  dbow  it  by  their  votes.  We 
add  to  their  bill  this  free  list.  Now,  lherr» 
can  be  no  doubt  that  what  the  Seni^tor  from 
Pennsylvania  is  seeking  to  prevent  us  from 
doing  is  the  adoption  of  the  ten  per  cent 
reduction.  Bat,  sir,  how  can  we  go  before  our 
constituents  over  this  broad  country  refusing 
to  reduoe  these  protective  duties  in  the  slimi- 
est degree,  when  we  have  repealed  sJl  the 
internal  taxes  which  gave  rise  to  them,  when 
we  have  given  the  mannfiusturers  their  raw 
materials  free?  Under  these  cireumstances, 
how  can'  we  stand  up  before  the  great  con- 
sumers of  the  country? 

While  I  am  a  protective  tariff  raao,  as  much 
as  any  one,  in  principle,  and  desire  to  see  our 
manufheturing  interests  maintained  in  all  the 
diversified  branches  of  industry^  yet  I  do  not 
think  we  ought  to  maintain  the  hi|[fhsst  war 
rates  of  duty  upon  all  the  protected  articles  when 
we  have  relieved  them  from  the  necessity  of 
pB]ring  duties  on  any  raw  material  and  have 
relieved  them  from  paying  internal  taxes. 
Having  done  that,  I  do  think  we  ought  to  make 
this  reasonable  reduction.  That  is  the  point 
my  honorable  friend  from  Pennsylvania  fear». 
It  is  not  the  free  list ;  he  is  as  much  in  favor 
of  that  as  any  one ;  but  he  seeks  to  pass  thisi 
tea  and  coffee  bill  naked.  If  that  isaone,  we 
shall  hsrve  no  further  reduction  of  duties  during 
this  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  SCOTT.     Why  not  7 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  need  not  go  into  that 
discQSsion.  My  honorable  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania knows  why  not  A  controversy  will 
at  once  arise  that  will  prevent  the  passage  of 
any  other  tariiP  bill.  Put  tea  and  coffee  on 
the  free  list,  a^  there  is  an  end  of  all  revenue 
reduction  of  the  tariff  laws  at  this  session.  I 
do  not  think  it  ought  to  be  the  end.  I  think  the 
bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
with  the  sanction  of  ssy  hononble  friend,  con- 
tains in  it  just  about  afair  solution  of  this  tariff 
question,  and  that  the  amendment  which  has 
been  made  putting  tea  and  coffee  on  the  free 
list,  made  for  divers  motives  and  divers  obiects, 
has  embarrassed  this  whole  question,  and  bss 
prevented  us  from  doing  what  our  own  delib- 
erate judgment  would  lead  us  to  do.  I  believe 
that  any  seven  members  of  the  Senate  put  into 
the  Committee  on  Finance  and  required  to 
report  to  the  Senate  what  would  give  the 
greatest  relief  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States  within  any  limit,  say  twenty  millions 
or  twenty-five  mUlioDs,  would  oome  to  sub- 
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eUatiallj  the  same  coodosioos  that  wearrived 
at.  But  the  cry  for  a  free  breakfast,  the  desire 
by  the  protected  interests  to  preserve  their 
protective  dntios,  the  desire  ot  other  gentle- 
men,  especially  my  Democratic  firiends,  to 
have  free  tea  and  coffee,  has  led  to  the  result 
which  we  see.  The  Democrats  proclaim  them- 
selves to  be  iu  favor  of  a  revenae  tariff,  and 
yet  they  repeal  the  only  revenue  duties  we  have. 
I  do  not  desiroi  however,  to  eater  into  apartv 
contest  with  them.  This  is  a  question  we  all 
understand. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Before  the  Senator  Ukes  his 
seat,  I  wish  to  have  an  unintentional  misrepre- 
sentation corrected*  The  Senator  in  referring 
to  the  reporting  of  the  bill  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  said  it  was  reported  by  my  sanc- 
tion. I  trust  he  did  not  intend  to  put  me  in 
the  position  of  saying  that  I,  as  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Financct  ever  consented  to 
that  section  which  reduced  the  duties  ten  per 
cent. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  vouch  to  all  the  world 
at  large,  PenuOTlvania  parUcularly,  that  my 
bonorable  friend  from  rennsylvania  has  re- 
sisted from  the  beginning  to  the  end  any  reduc- 
tion of  any  duty  that  affects  the  interests  of  the 
people  of  Pennsylvania. 

Air.  BAYARD.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Ohio  made  some  reference  to  this  side 
of  the  Chamber,  to  the  Democratic  party,  as 
if  for  some  party  reason  they  had  voted  to 
strike  off  the  tax  on  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Delaware  was  not  here  the  other  day 
when  that  vote  was  taken.  There  were  bat 
three  Democratic  Senators  who  voted  for  a 
revenae  duty  on  tea  and  coffee;  five  voted 
to  place  them  on  the  free  list,  and  seven 
were  absent.  Of  all  the  Democratic  Senators 
only  three  voted  for  a  revenue  tariff  duty  on 
tea  and  coffee.  I  know  that  if  my  honorable 
friend  from  Delaware  had  been  present  he 
would  have  voted  for  the  daty  on  tea  and 
coffee  undoubtedly. 

xMr.  BAYARD.    Mr.  President 

M  r.  CAMERON.  In  justice  to  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  I  want  to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Allow  me  to  hear  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  first ;  then  I  will  give 
way  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  it 
said  that  the  proposition  to  put  tea  and  coffee 
on  the  free  list  is  understood  to  be  in  opposi* 
tion  to  the  revenue  theoiy  of  the  tariff.  It  is 
well  to  have  that  fact  clearly  stated.  1  am  glad 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on.  Finance 
has  stated  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  so  understand 
the  fact. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  glad  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  has  stated  that 
the  putting  of  tea  and  coffee  on  the  free  list 
was  understood  to  be  moved  directly  in  the 
interest  of  those  who  are  known  as  the  high 
protectionists  of  the  country. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  beg  pardon  ;  1  did  not 
say  that.  I  stated  that  I  had  no  doubt  some 
gentlemen  here  voted  to  put  tea  and  coffee  on 
the  free  list  so  that  the  other  duties  on  pro- 
tected articles  shonld  not  be  disturbed,  it  is 
also  true  that  certain  gentlemen  who  have 
been  devoting  themselves  to  a  revenue  tariff, 
and  proclaiming  their  desire  to  pull  down  the 
duties  on  the  protected  articles,  have  voted  for 
the  very  measure  that  prevents  it.  How  they 
can  reconcile  that  with  their  theory  I  do  not 
know.  I  will  now  give  way  to  my  mead  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  rose  only  to  say  that 
previous  to  that  vote  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware was  about  going  home,  and  I  agreed  to 
pair  off  with  him  on  that  question.  I  voted, 
having  forgotten  at  the  moment  that  I  had 
made  that  pair}  but  the  moment  I  remem- 
bered it,  I  rose  in  my  place  and  stated  that 
the  Senator  from  Delaware,  if  he  had  been 
here,  would  have  voted  against  the  amend- 
ment and  I  would  have  voted  in  favor  of  it. 


Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  already  occupied 
the  floor  longer  than  I  intended,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  have  a  vote.  I  do  not  intend  to  say 
anything  more.  I  should  like  to  get  the  tariff 
bill  disposed  of  this  evenii^. 

Mr.  STEWART.  As  I  see  a  large  number 
of  Senators  watching  with  intent  desire  to 
make  &  speech,  and  since  the  speech  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  they 
have  been  generally  stirred  up,  and  as  I  am 
pretty  free  from  having  made  motions  to  ad- 
journ, never  having  made  a  motion  to  adjourn 
hot  once  as  long  as  I  have  been  here,  I  will 
repeat  that  experiment,  bat  I  will  not  do  it 
again  if  it  fails  this  time.  I  move  that  the 
3^ ate  adjourn. 

Theqaestion  being  put,  a  division  was  called 
for ;  and  the  ayes  were  twenty-four. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
iaiceu,  re8ulted«-yeas  26,  nays  22;  as  follows: 

YBAS— MMsrs.  Aleom,  Bayard,  Blair,  Cameron, 
Chandler.  Cooper,  Davis  of  West  Yireinia.  £d- 
mnods,Fr«li9Stittysen,  Haroiltonof  Maryland.  Ham- 
UWn  of  Texas,  Hani lio,  Hill,  Kelly,  Logan,  Nor- 
wood, Paftenon.  Klce,  8ohars,  Scott,  Spenoer, 
&wnd^*  Stev0D8on,  Stewart,  Trumbull,  and  Wil- 
Bon—ZB. 

KAYS— MedsrK.  Ame<,  Anthony.  Boreman,  Bock- 
ingbain,  Caldwell,  Carpenter,  Coie,  ConkfinSt  Cor- 
belt,  Fwton,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Gilbert,  Har- 
lan, Howe.  Morrill  of  Maine.  Morrill  of  Vermont. 
Morton.  Osborn,  Pomeroy.  Sawyer.  Sherman,  and 
"^Q^^ 22, 

ABSENT-^Me«an.  Brownlow,  Casserly,  Clayton. 
Cragin,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Ferry  of  Connectieat, 
Flanagan.  Goldtbwaito,  HitchoocK.  Johnston,  Kel- 
logg, Lewis,  Nye,  Pool.  Pratt,  Baouey,  Robertson, 
MuUbury.  Stockton,  Sumner,  Thurman,  Tipton, 
Yickers,  Windom.  and  Wright— 25. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 
(at  five  oVlock  and  thirty-five  minutes  p.  ro.) 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  UEPBESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  March  27,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

OKDKB  OF  BUSrNBSS. 

Mr.  HAYS.  I  ask  unaulmons  consent  to 
offer  a  resolution  for  reference. 

Mr.  DICKEY.    I  demand  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  rise  to  offer  a  privileged 
report 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
demanded,  the  Chair  must  enforce  it.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kellbt] 
18  recognised  to  make  a  privileged  report. 

CONORBSBIONAL  DBBATB8. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  rise  to  submit  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing; votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill 
to  provide  forthe  reporting  and  printing  of  the 
debates  in  Congress.  I  will  state  that  after 
full  and  free  conference,  the  managers  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  accept  the  House  amend- 
ments, with  an  amendment  restricting  the 
amount  of  advertising  to  be  done-  It  was 
found  that  the  advertising  provided  for  by  the 
House  amendment  would  cost  from  thirty-five 
to  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  that  the  work 
eould  be  done  satisfactorily  in  a  manner  much 
more  economical.  I  send  the  report  to  the 
desk  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

The  committee  of  oonferenoe  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendment  to  the 
bill  (S.  Ko.^)  to  provide  for  the  reporting  and  print- 
ing of  the  debates  in  Congress,  having  met,  after  full 
and  free  conference  have  agreed  to  recommend,  and 
do  recommend,  to  their  respective  Hooses  as  follows : 

That  the  Senate  Msee  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House,  amended  as  follows :  ,  .  .    ,. 

Strike  out  said  amendment,  and  insert  In  hen 
thereof  the  following:         .    ,.  ,  ,       , 

Sxc.  S.  That  no  person  shall  be  employed  as  a 
reporter  for  the  Uonse  withont  the  approval  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  Hoose :  Provided,  That  it  shall  be 
the  dntv  of  the  joint  Committee  on  Public  Printing 
to  publish  and  advertiiie  once  a  week,  for  four  weeks . 
iu  one  newspaper  in  each  of  tho  cities  of  Washing- 
ton, Philadelphia,  New  York,  Boston,  Chicago.  Cin- 


cinnati, Louisville.  St.  Louis,  and  San  Francisco,  in- 
▼itins  proposals  in  detail  for  reporting  and  printing, 
together  and  separately,  the  debates  of  the  Forty- 
Third,Forty-Fonrth.  and  the  Forty-Fifth  Congresses, 
together  orjaeparately:  and  to  report  all  proposals 
which  may  be  received  before  tho  designated  day  to 
Congress  at  the  earliest  practicable  date,  with  esti- 
mates hereby  directed  to  be  made  by  the  Congres- 
sional Printer  of  the  cost  of  reportHig  the  debates 
and  of  printing  them  at  the  Government  Printing 
Office,  accompanied  by  the  recommendations  of  the 
joint  Committee  on  Public  Printing  on  all  proposals 
aad  estimates  so  submitted ;  and  that  the  bills  for 
such  advertising  be  paid  in  equal  parts  from  the 
contingent  fands  of  the  Senate  and  ot  the  Honse  of 
Represeatativet:  And  provided  further ,  That  no 
debates  shall  be  reported  and  published  at  public 
expense,  after  the  close  of  the  present  Congress, 
except  npon  written  contracts  entered  into  there- 
for under  the  authority  of  Congress. 

W.  D.  KBLLEY, 

JOHNBBATTY, 

W.  E.  ABTHUB. 

Managef  on  the  port  of  the  ffoute. 

H.  B.  AIQEHONy, 
H.  HAMLIN. 

B.  cassbrlV. 

Manager*  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Question  was  on  agreeing  to  the  report. 

Mr.  MAYNABD.  I  wish  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsj^lvania,  [hiT. 
Kelley.  J  Does  the  proposition  in  the  third 
section  contemplate  that  the  reporting  for 
Congress  shall  be  done  in  pursuance  of  pro- 
posals offered  in  response  to  advertisement? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  jBeyond  the  requirements 
pf  the  House  provision  on  that  subject,  pro- 
vision is  made  for  accepting  proposals  either 
for  the  publishing  or  the  reporting,  or  both 
conjointly,  and  for  receiving  proposals  for  the 
reporting  and  publishing  for  one  Congress,  for 
two  Congresses,  or  three — separate  proposals 
in  each  case;  so  that  the  Qovemssent  may 
have  the  largest  measure  of  economy  consist- 
ent with  honest  bids.  Have  I  answered  the 
gentleman? 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  would  further  inquire 
of  the  gentleman,  is  it  understood  that  the 
proposals  called  out  by  the  several  advertise- 
ments shall  be  separate,  for  the  information 
of  Congress,  or  as  the  basis  of  the  contract  for 
reporting? 

Mr.  KELLEY.  The  advertisement  is  to  be 
for  proposals,  which  proposals  are  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  two  Houses,  and  it  will  be  for 
them  to  decide  in  regard  to  the  basis  of 
contract. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  report  was  agreed  to ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

COmiERCIlL  BBLATIONS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAWYER,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  annual  report  of  the  Treasury 
Department  on  commercial  relations  was  or- 
dei^  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

JOU^f  80MDBB8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania, 
by  unanimous  consent,  tho  Committee  on  In- 
valid Pensions  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  papers  in  the  case  of  John 
Bonders;  and  the  same  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and 
War  of  1812. 

EXCUSED  FKOM  COMMITTEE  SERVICE. 

Mr.  VOORHEES.  I  desire  to  make  a  stote- 
ment  of  a  personal  character.  As  the  Honae 
was  apprised,  on  the  11th  of  this  month  the 
Speaker,  without  any  knowledge  on  my  part, 
did  me  the  honor  to  place  me  on  the  select 
committee  api)ointed  to  investigate  certain 
charges  made  in  the  newspapers  relative  to 
the  Secretary  of  theNavy.  Since  that  time 
I  have  received  a  notice  that  will  require  my 
presence  in  my  State  in  a  few  days.  The 
circuit  court  of  my  county  is  in  session  this 
week,  and  there  are  several  important  cases 
in  that  court  in  which  I  am  counsel.  I  expt- ct, 
therefore,  to  have  to  go  West  in  a  few  days 
in   the  discharge  of  professional  duties,  and 
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under  those  circamstances  I  do  not  feel  at 
liberty  to  enter  upon  the  discbarge  of  my  du- 
ties as  a  member  of  that  committee,  either 
injustice  to  myself  or  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  whose  conduct  is  the  subject  of  invest- 
igation. I  informed  the  chairman  of  that 
committee  of  this  fact  day  before  yesterday, 
and  I  intended  to  make  an  announcement 
of  the  fact  in  the  House  on  the  same  day ; 
but,  as  gentlemen  will  remember,  there  was 
an  early  and  unexpected  adjournment  on  that 
day.  Yesterday  I  remained  here  until  a  quar- 
ter before  four  o'clock,  waiting  an  opportunity 
to  make  the  announcement,  and  then  I  leu 
the  Hall  to  attend  the  funeral  of  a  friend. 
Having  made  ibis  statement,  I  ask  to  be  ex- 
cused irom  service  on  that  committee. 
No  objection  was  made. 

BALTIMORE  AND  POTOMAO  BAILROAB. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  call  for  the  regular 
•rder  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  House  will  now  resume  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  of  the  House  No. 
2067,  coming  over  from  yesterday  as  unfin- 
ishea  business,  being  a  bill  to  confirm  the 
action  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common 
council  of  the  city  of  Washington,  designating 
a  depot  site  for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac 
Railroad  Company,  and  for  other  purposes: 
Upon  the  engrossment  and  third  reading  of 
this  bill  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Starkweather]  has  called  the  previous  ques- 
tion. Pending  that  call  the  gentleman  trom 
New  York  [Mr.  Towksend]  has  moved  that 
the  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table.  The  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  will  be  voted  upon  before 
the  sense  of  the  House  is  tested  upon  sustain- 
ing the  previous  question. 

Mr.  POTTER,  Pending  that  motion  I 
move  that  the  House  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  gentle- 
men to  allow  me  to  move  that  the  House  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  Army  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  STATlKWEATHBR.  I  can  say  for 
one  that  I  think  we  had  better  adhere  to  the 
business  before  the  House  until  it  is  dis- 
posed of. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  must  enforce 
the  rule.  Pending  a  motion  to  adjourn  the 
Chair  cannot  allow  discussion.  Although  he 
is  disposed  to  be  indulgent  in  that  regard,  yet 
members  complain  of  it. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  will  withdraw  the  motion 
to  adjourn  for  the  purpose  stated  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
rules  be  suspended,  and  that  the  House  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  the  Army  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  believe  I  have  charge  of 
that  bill,  and  I  do  not  propose  to  use  it  as  a 
means  of  filibustering. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  state  it. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  When  a  motion 
to  adjourn  is  pending,  is  it  in  order  for  mem- 
bers to  discuss  other  questions? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  as  the  Chair  has 
just  stated.  But  the  motion  to  adjourn  has 
been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  believe  I  have  charge 
of  the  Army  appropriation  bill,  and  I  do  not 
want  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  charge 
of  it  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  but  that  does 
not  prevent  any  other  gentleman  from  moving 
to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  upon  it. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  If  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Garfield]  wants  to  take  charge  of  that 
bill  also,  he  can  do  so. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  want 
to  take  charge  of  it,  but  I  want  to  get  the 
House  to  attend  to  some  business. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.     As  the  gentle- 


man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  has  assisted 
in  wasting  so  much  of  the  time  of  the  House, 
I  hope  he  will  now  let  us  come  to  a  vote  on 
this  Dill. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  want 
to  waste  time. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole ;  and 
upon  a  division  there  were — ayes  62,  noes  94. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  BEATTY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Beattt]  not  to  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  with- 
draw the  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  withdraw  the 
motion.  I  made  it  only  for  the  purpose  of  try- 
ing to  get  the  House  to  go  on  with  business. 
I  want  to  take  no  part  in  this  filibuBtezing. 

Mr.  HAY.  I  renew  the  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Army  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Is  it  in  order 
to  renew  a  motion  that  has  just  been  defeated? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  in  order  to  renew  a 
motion  which  was  withdrawn  before  the  sense 
of  the  House  upon  it  was  fully  tested. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Hat  ;  and  upon  a  division,  there  were — 
ayes  48,  noes  97. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  BEATTY  called  for  theyeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND,  of  New  York.  What  has 
become  of  my  motion  to  lay  this  bill  on  the 
table? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  is  pending, 
and  will  be  the  first  one  acted  on  when  dilatory 
motions  are  abandoned ;  but  the  motion  to  go 
into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  takes  pre- 
cedence, because  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  motion 
to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND,  of  New  York.  Was  not 
the  motion  to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  withdrawn  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois [Mr.  HatI  renewed  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  57,  nays  121,  not  voting 
62 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Measn.  Adams,  Ames.  Archer,  Arthur, 
Beatty,  Bell,  Braxton,  Bricbt.  Campbell,  Carroll, 
CoboTD,  Coghlan,  Cos,  Creni,  Crossland,  Davis,  Du 
Bose.  Duke,  Ely,  Finkelnborg.  Garfield,  Qarrett, 
Hamoleton,  Hay,  Hibbard.  Kerr,  King,  Leaeh, 
Lewis,  Manson,  Marshall,  McQrew.HoHeni7.MoIn- 
tyre,  McNeely,  Merriam,  Merriok,  Monroe,  xiiblaok, 
Poland.  Potter.  Read,  John  M.  Rioe.  Ritohie.  Ellis 
H.  Roberts,  Sprague.  Stevenson,  Storm.  Swann, 
Terry.  D wight  Townsend,  Upson,  Van  Tramp. 
Warren.  WMtthome.  Willard.  and  Winohetter-57. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Acker.  Averillj  Barber,  Barry, 
Beck.  Beveridge,  Bigby.  Biggs,  Bird,  Austin  Blair, 
George  M.  Brooks,  Buckley,  Baffinton,  Barchard, 
Burdett,  Benjamin  F.  Butler.  Caldwell.  Cobb.  Con- 

Ser,  Conner,  Cotton,  Creely,  Crooker.  DarralL 
Mickey,  Donnan,  Doz,  Duell.  Bunnell,  Eames,  El- 
dredge.  Charles  Poster,  Henry  D.  Foster,  Wilder  D. 
Foster,  Frye.  Gets,  GoUaday.  Goodrich.  Griffith, 
Haldeman,  Hale.  Halsey,  Handley,  Hanks.  Harmer, 
Harper,  George  E.  Harris,  Hawley,  Hays.  Gerry  W. 
Hazelton,  John  W.  Haselcon,  Hoar.  Hooper,  Hough- 
ton, Kelley.  Kendall.  Ketoham,KillingeiNliamison. 
Lamport,  Lansing.  Lowe.  Ma^nard,  McClelland. 
McCormick.  McCrarv,  McJunkin,  Mercur.  Benja- 
min F.  Meyers,  Mitchell.  Moore,  Morphis.  Leonard 
Myers,  Orr.  Packard.  Palmer.  Hosea  W,  Parker. 
Isaac  C.  Parker.  Peck,  Eli  Perry.  Peters.  Price, 
Prindle,  Randall,  Edward  Y.  Rtoe,  Rogers,  Rusk, 
Sargent.  Sawyer,  Scofield,  Sessions,  Shanks,  Shella- 
barger,  Sherwood,  Shober,  Shoemaker,  Slater.  Sloss, 
H.  Boardman  Smith,  John  A.  Smith,  Snyder,  R. 
Milton  Speer,  Starkweather,  Stevens,  Stougbton. 
Stowell.  Sutherland,  Washington  Townsend,  Tur- 
ner, Vanghan,  Voorhees.  Waddell.  Wakeman.  Wal- 
den,  Widdron.  Wallace.  Wells^heeler.  White- 
ley,  Williams  of  Indiana,  and  Williams  of  New 
York-121. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Ambler.  Banks,  Bamum. 
Bingham,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles,  James  Brooks, 
Roderick  R.  Butler,  William  T.  Clark,  Freeman 
Clarke,  Comingo,  Critcher,  Dawes,  De  Large,  Elli- 
ott. Farnsworth,  Farwell,  Forker,  HaneocK,  John 
T.  Harris.  Hayens,  Hereford,  Herndon,  Hill.  Hol- 
man,  Kellogg,  Kinsella,  Lynch.  McKee.  McKinney. 
Morey.  Morgan,  Negley,  Packer,  Pendleton,  Perce, 
Aaron  F.  Perry,  Piatt,  Porter,  Rainey,  William  R. 
Roberts.  Robinson,  Roosevelt,  Seeley,  Sheldon,  Slo- 
oum,  Worthington   C.  Smith,   Snapp,  Thomas  J. 


Speer,  Strong,  St.  John.  Sypher,  Taffe.  Thomss, 
Tathiil.  Twiohell,  Tyner,  WaUs.  Jeremiah  M.  Wil- 
ton, John  T.  Wilson,  Wood,  and  Yoiuc— 62. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Hat,  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BBCE.  I  move  to  reconsider  the  vote 
jast  ti^en. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  move  that  .the  motion 
to  recoDsidcf^  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  KERR.  On  that  motion  I  caU  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  qnostion  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  105,  nays  62,  not  vot- 
ing 68 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Acker,  Ambler.  ATerill.  Baob. 
Barber,  Barry.  Beveridge,  Bigby,  Bif gs,  Aastis 
Blair.  George  M.  Brooks,  Bnekley.  Bnmnton,  Bur- 
ohara,  Bordett,  Caldwell.  Cobb.  Codcw*  Conner. 
Cottonijyox,  Creely.  Dickey.  Donnan.  I>ox,  Dactl. 
Dake,I>nnnell.  Barnes,  Bldredge.  Ely,  Henry  D. 
Foster.  Wilder  D.  Foster.  Frye.  Garrett.  GetcGol- 
laday.  Griffith.  Haldeman,  Handley,  Hasks,  Ru- 

Ser.  Hawley,  Hays,  GFerry  W.  Hazelton,  John  W. 
[azelton.  Hill,  Hoar,  Kelley,  Kendall,  Ketehun. 
Killinger,  liamport.  Lansing,  Lowe^Maynard«Me- 
Olelland.  McJunkin,  Mercor.  Memajn.  Benjamin 
F.  Meyers,  Mitchell.  Moore.  Morphls,  Leonzjd 
Myers,  Negley,  Orr.  Paekard,  Palmer.  Isaac  C.  Par- 
ker, Peck,  Prioe,  Prindle.  Randall,  llaak.  Sawver, 
Scofield.  Sessions,  Shellabarger,  Sherwo<ld,  Shober. 
Shoemaker,  Slater.  Sloss,  John  A.  Sn&ith,  Snyder, 
R.  Milton  Speer,  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Spra^ae.  Stark- 
weather, StevenaoB,  Stooghton.  Stowell,  Waahiiif- 
ton  TownsendiWaddelljJvakeman.  Walden.  W»i- 
dron.  Wells,  Wheeler.  Whiteley,  WiUiams  of  In- 
diana. Williams  of  New  York.  Winohester.  and 

YoBnjr'105* 

NAxS— Messrs.  Adams.  Archer.  Be*tty,  Beck. 
Bell,  Bird.  Braxton,  Bright,  Campbell.  Davit.  Da 
Bose.  Finkelnburg.  Charles  Foster,  Hambleton, 
Hancock.  Hemdon,  Hibbard,  Hoagbtoa,  Kerr.  Kiac 
Leach,  Manson.  Marshall.  McCormick,  McGrev, 
McHenry.  Mclntrre.  McNeely,  Monroe.  Nibl&rk, 
Poland,  Potter.  jR.ead.  Edward  Y.  Bloe,  John  M. 
Rice.  Ritchie,  Ellis  H.  Roberts,  Sheldon.  Stereu. 
Storm,  Swann.  Sypher,  Terry,  Turner.  Tyner.  Upsjon. 
Van  Trump,  voorhees,  Warren,  WiUard.  Jobo  T. 
Wilson,  and  Wood~61 

NOT  VOTING— Meesrs.  Ames.  Arthur,  BamiuB. 
Bingham,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles.  James  Brockf. 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Roderick  R.  Butler,  Carroll, 
William  T.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobnm.  Cogh- 
lan, Comingo,  Crebe,  Critcher,  Crocker,  Crosstosd. 
Darrall,  Dawes,  De  Large,  Elliott.  Fan&Bworth,  Far- 
well.  Forker jGarfield, Goodrich,  Hale,  Halsey.  Har- 
mer, George  £.  Harris,  John  T.  Harris,  Harens,  Hav. 
Hertford,  Hoi  man.  Hooper,  Kellogg.  Kinsell  a.  Lam- 
Ison,  Lewis.  Lynch,  McCrary.  MeKee.  McKinney. 
Merrick,  Morey,  Morgan,  Packer.  Hosea  W.  Parker. 
Pendleton,  Perce.  Aaron  F.  Perry.  Bli  Perry. 
Peters,  Piatt.  Porter.  Rainey.  William  R.  Roberu. 
Robinson,  Rogers.  Roosevelt,  Sargent,  Seeley. 
Shanks.  Slocuno,  H.  Boardman  Smith.  Wonhios- 
ton  C.  Smith,  Snapp,  Strong,  St.  John,  Suther- 
land. Taffe,  Thomas.  Dwtgbt  Towiaaend.  TaihUl. 
Twichell.  Vaurhan.  Wallace,  WaUs,  Whitthome. 
and  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson—SS. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that  the  House  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were—ajei 
82,  noes  91. 

Mr.  B EATT  Y.   I  demand  the  yeas  and  ua>?. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ajes 
twenty-two ;  not  a  snffioient  number. 

Mr.  BEATTT.    Count  the  other  side. 

The  other  side  was  counted;  and  there 
were — noes  ninety-six;  one  fiftii  not  haviog 
voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  demand  tellers  on  the  yeu 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Dicket  aod 
Mr.  Kbrr  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  thirty-eight ;  more  than  one 
fifth  of  those  present. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  tbat 
when  the  House  adjourns  to-day  it  be  to  meet 
on  Friday  next  7 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  not 
be  deprived  of  that  right  if  he  allows  this  roll< 
call  to  be  gone  through  with. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  prefer  to  make  the  mo- 
tion now. 

The  House  divided  j  and  there  were— aje* 
42,  noes  88. 

Mr.  BEATTY  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays- 
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The  jeu  aod  dkjb  were  ordered. 
Tha  qacstioa  wks  laitao  ;  and  it  niu  decided 
in  tbe  negative — jbm  26,  avfi  146,  notToling 


u  Adum.  Areher,  A.itliur,  BtMtr. 
■  "-  "  -  i,DuBo««,  Duke.  Klj, 

MtfrnvTiJaan  x'. aarni, aDBriKQrT.ManaOTitMoIa- 
un,  MoHMlr,  Nihiuk,  K«iul.  Jolin  U.  &iae, 
lliubie,  Sloeam,  Tarrr.  Vu  Tramp,  Wuiaa.  uid 
WioohMWir— 28. 

NAVS-Mmd.  Aoker,  Ambler,  Anna.  Averiir. 
Bubei,  Birrf  .BMk.Bsll.  Biiby,  BiHx.  Bird.  Aaatia 
Bnir.ferutoD.  Osona  M.  Brooki.  Buoklay.  Buf- 
fisiou,  Bunbwd.  Bardctt,  Baoismia  P.  Batlur, 
Cildntll,  Cobb.  CoburD.  Coiblui,  CoDfcr.  Connu. 
CoUoD.  CrMlr.CnMker,  Cro^ind.  Dickey,  Dddhid. 
Box.  Dat\[,  Duaaall,  BwaM,  E1dr«d(e.  Btliatt. 
FiDkelnbur*.  Cbulei  FobUt,  Hoary  D.  Foiter. 
Wilder  D.Foiter.  Frye,  Qarfleld,  OarretL  QeU.  QoL- 
ledu,  Oei>driali.  OrilHib.  HiJdemui.  HsIiBr.  lluid- 
l<y.Hi>mier.Uuk>.UHi>ar.a»rg»E:.H»rie,Uiiw- 
ley.  llu,  Hin.  Garn'  W.  Uaielcoa,  Jobn  W.  lluel- 
.._  „TKt._.    A:„   rf-i.._    "BDdBll,  Kale  bam.  Ki  1- 


UH,Hin.i 
Hibbard. Bj 


Ijll,  ^al 


era*.  HeJunlin.  >lar<;iir,  MwriiiiD. 
Seyeii.UUebell.  Monroe.  Hoorc,  Mc 
Uyen.  NaflS)',  Orr,  Paokmrd,  P&lmer.  ihu  v.  rar- 
ker.  P»ek.  Aktod  V-  Parry,  Bti  Parry.  Patau.  Po- 
und. Prira.  Prindla.  lUndall,  Bdword  Y.  Sloa, 
Ellu  H.  Robarti,  Rocan.  RooleTalt,  Buik.  Sswyer. 
Scofleld.  Secainiu,  BhiiDki.  Bheldan,  SbellBbuvar. 
Sheniood,  Sboanuiktr.  Blater.  Slow,  U.  Bowdme- 
Smiih,  Join    "    " - 


1.  a.  Milton  & 

a,   sprifua.    Stark veaiber.    S 
ibtaD.ficawen.SDlberlan  "^  ~ 

.  9uy ■■■ 


Tyn«r.Up»ci,Vaiitbui.Vportaeei,Wad^eJI.  Wake- 
man,  WaldoD.  Waldrun.  Wallace.  Weill,  Wbaeler. 
Whileley,  Willard,  Williams  of  tndian*,  Williams 
olHew  Vork.  JeT«miKh  M.  WiKoD,  &Dd  Yoaai-IM. 
NOT  VOTINU-Msin.  Banki.  Bamam,  Bai- 
ciidfe,  Bioiibam,  Jumee  Q.  Blair.  Boles.  James 
Brooka.  Bodariok  R.  Batler.  Carroll,  William  J. 
Clark.  Ftaemaa  Clarke,  OoiDinco.  Grebe,  Oriubar. 
barrel,  DaVM,  De  Lana,  Firaioorlb,  FarwelJ. 
Forkcr.  Hale.  Hsmblaioo.  Hnocook.  Uavene.  Uera- 
furd.  Uerndon.  Uolman.  Hooper.  UoQgbtou,  Kal- 
loiti  KlatBllo,  Li>Dpurl,_  Lows,  Lyooli.  llcOiury, 

Uorpbi?' pMherr  HoSea"'w.''Paryar?  teadTalM; 
Peree.  Plait.  Portar.  Potter.  RaiDOy.  William  R. 
Rvbarla,  Kobineon,  3arcaDt.Saaley.  bkober.  Wortb- 
iDftoQ  C.  Bmitb,  6napp.  Snyder,  gtaieaeon,  Strong, 
St.  JabD.  gwagn,  Syaber.  Tbomai,  Tutblll.  Walli, 
WlulUiama.JohiiI.Wilun.uid  Wood-<S. 

So  the  motion  wu  disigreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  queetioo  next  recurs 
on  the  motion  to  adjourn,  on  which  thejee« 
ud  nnjs  linve  beaa  ordered. 

Tbe  quettioQ  was  taken ;  and  itwaa  decided 
in  the  nenti*e — jeas  27,  najg  126,  not  voting 


BBin.  Adsma,  Arohar.ArlliDr.  Beatli 
ox,  Darls.  Dn  Bobb,  Ely.  Uamblaton 
rrii.  Hereford.  Hibbard,  Kerr.  Lewii 


iiaio — maurB.  Aoaer.  Amo^er.  amen,  Avonii, 
Barber.  Barry.  Bell.  Bareridga.  Biibr,  Bine^.  Bird. 
BnitoD,.  Bricbt.  Qaorfa  M.  Brooka.  Buffinton, 
Barchard.  Coldwoll,  Cohl).  Conger,  Conner,  Cotton, 


t.CbsrleaPoetsrWilder 


-v"!?- 


Handler.  Haoha.  Harmer.Oeorca  E.  Barris^j 
Hays,  Gen-y  V.  Haialtoo,  Jobn  W.  U»»oltoa7Hei, 
doe,  Hoar,  Hooper.  Kalley.  Kandall.  Kotcham. 
Killinttr.  Eiu,  Luniaon,  Lanalni.  Leaob.  Lowa, 
L/ncb,  Man»n,  Manboll.  Maynsrd.  HoClelland, 
UcCormick.  MoGraw.  HeHaDri;.  Molntyre.  Mo- 
Jankin,  Marriam,  Banjamin  r,  Uayere.  Hoora. 
llorey.Uorpbii.  Leonard  Myara. Orr.  Fslmor.Paok. 
Pendleton.  Aaron  7.  Parry,  Eli  Perry.  Price.  Bao- 
dait,  Edward  T.  Rioa.  Enii  H.  BoberU,  Roson. 
Rooacvelt.  Ruak.  Sawyer,  Scofield,  Sessione.  Sballa- 
bamr.  Sberwood.  Ehober,  Sboemakar,- Sloaa,  H. 
Boardman  Bmitb.  R.  Milton  Speer,  Thomaa  J.  Sreer, 
:jprune.  Starkwsathar,  SteTenaon,  Storm.  Slonch- 
ton.  StowalL  laffe,  Owitbt  Townaend,  WaehinstDn 
TiwDeend,  Twioball,  Vauahan,  Voorbeos.  Wsddell, 
Wakeidan,  Witldan,  Wallace,  Wh*alar.  Wbiteley. 
Wbitlboraa.  Williana  af  IndianA,  Williams  of  New 
York.  Jeremiah  H.  Wilioa.  and  Yonng-126. 
SOT  VOTIKO-Honra.  flaoki.  Baraam.  Beok, 


Bintbam.AiistJn  Blair,  JameaQ.  Blair,  BoleLJamea 
Ilrooka~BnohIey.  Bnrdeit,  Benjamin  prButlar. 
BodaTiekK.BBtlar. Carroll.  WtDiam T.Clark.  Fraa- 


^._,_n    Cobom,   Cocbla,.,    ^^^.^m^,    ^.^^, 

Crilohar,  Dawea.  Ds  Lane,  Dnke.  Bidredge,  Farne- 
wortb.  Farwall.  Forker,  Uenn'  D.  Postar.  darBald, 
BalKy.  Uanoook,  Harper,  Harena.  Hawlay,  Hill, 
Bolman,  Hoaarh loo.  Kellogg,  Kioaalla,  LnmDOrC, 
HeCrinr.  HoKea.  UoEianar,  Herenr.  Hitchail. 
Monroe,  MorfaD.  Nocley.  Paekard.  Paokar,  Hoaaa 
W.  Parkar.  6aac  C.  Parker.  Peroe.  Patan,  Piatt. 
Poland.  Porter,  Patter.  Prindla.  Rainey.  William  R. 
Kobarts.  Robinaon,  Sargent.  Seelar,  Bhaiiks,  Sbel- 
dsn.Slocam,  John  A.  SmltbiWortblagtonC.  Smith, 
Sb^p,  Snyder.  S(a*aB>,  Strang,  St.  Jahn,  Snth- 


arlaod,  Sypkar,  Ttaomai.  Turner,  Tutkill,  Tyner. 
UpaoB,  Waldron,  Walli,  Walli.  Willard,  John   T. 

WilaoD,  and  Wood-ST. 

So  the  Hoaee  refused  to  a^joucn. 

Mr.  8TAREWEATHEB.  I  wieb  lo  maka 
B  suggeatioD  to  the  HoDae.  Ipropose,  if  tbat 
coarse  will  be  acceptable  to  the  Hotiae,  to 
eater  a  motiaa  to  recommit  tbe  bill.  Oq  that 
motion  the  fiiUeet  discuwioo  mav  be  had  nntil, 
toy,  fonr  o'clock.   I  will  then  call  the  previous 

SnegtioQ  and  aslc  a  vote  on  Ihe  bill.  This  will 
How  two  boors  for  debate,  during  which  the 
whole  question  of  amendmeDts  ma;  be  dia- 
cnsaed ;  and  then  if  at  fonr  o'clock,  whan  we 
come  to  have  a  vote  on  calling  the  previoas 
question,  tbere  should  be  B  majority  of  the 
House  in  favor  of  voliog  on  tha  amendments, 
of  course  the  previous  qaestion  will  not  be 
seconded.  If  a  mtuont;  of  tbe  House  ehonld 
desire  to  vote  direct!;  on  the  bill,  the  previous 
qnestian  will  be  secooded.  Uoder  this  prop- 
ositioo  there  will  be  two  hours  for  discussion, 
which  will  give  gentlemen  ample  time  to  give 
their  views  on  tbe  whole  qnesuon. 

Mr.  BECK.  WiU  that  give  us  a  chance  to 
offer  amendments? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  If  the  m^orit; 
of  the  House  after  this  discoBBion  wish  to  bare 
the  amendments  come  in,  ihey  will  of  coarse 
vote  down  the  previous  question.  But  if  after 
this  discossioa  the  maiorit;  of  Ihe  Uoase  does 
not  wish  to  have  all  these  amendments  voted 
on,  then  of  course  we  will  bare  the  previous 
question  ordered. 

Mr.  ELDREDQE.  That  would  put  it  within 
the  power  of  the  Honse,  by  refosiag  to  second 
the  previous  qaestion,  to  order  the  amend- 
ments to  be  voted  on  if  the  House  saw  £t. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  wilt  sUte  the 
proposition  Babaitl«d  bj  the  gentleman  from 
Conneclicut,  [Mr.  ST.utEiriu.THER.]  The  gen- 
tleman  proposes  to  enter  a  iDOtion  to  recommit 
the  bill,  and  on  that  to  allow  a  discussion  of 
tbe  bill  to  progreaa  for  two  hours,  and  then  to 
test  the  sense  of  the  House  npoo  the  previous 

Suestion.  If  the  previous  question  is  ordered, 
10  gentleman's  propoBition  is  that  there  shall 
be  no  more  dilatory  moiJoas.  If  it  is  not 
ordered,  the  bill  of^  coorae  will  be  open  to 
amendment. 

Mr.  BECK.  What  I  want  to  get  at,  speak- 
ing for  myself  ooly,  is  this :  that  at  least  the 
amendments  offered  by  the  minority  of  tbe 
committee  shall  be  considered  and  voted  on. 
What  we  have  been  contending  for  so  long  is 
the  right  of  the  minority  of  the  oommittee  to 
present  their  views  and  have  the  House  pass 
upon  them.  We  do  not  propose  to  give  up 
that  right,  and  to  have  the  bill  passed  without 
a  chance  being  afforded  to  the  minority  of  the 
committee  of  even  presenting  their  views  for 
the  consideration  and  action  of  the  House. 
If  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr. 
Starkwe^theb]  will  consent  to  that,  we  will 
withdraw  our  opposition. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Theamendments 
have  been  printed,  and  are  before  the  Honse. 

Ur.  BECK.  Printiogtheamendmentsdoes 
not  do  any  good  if  we  cannot  vote  upon  them. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  If  the  nnyoritj 
of  the  House  wish  to  vote  on  the  amend- 
ments, they  can  vote  down  the  call  for  the 
previonsqueslion. 

Mr.  KERR.  The  Honse  cwi  do  that  iden- 
tical thing  now  without  discuBsion. 

Mr.  ELDBEDOE.  The  Bouse  is  not  dis- 
posed lo  do  that  identical  thing  now. 

Mr.  KERR.  The  proposition  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticat  ['Mr,  Stabkwcathrb] 
fives  us  no  advantage.  It  is  no  concession, 
t  does  not  ^eld  to  us  the  right  which  we  de- 
mand here  id  the  interest  of  the  country  at 
large,  and  we  will  not  accept  it. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Very  well ;  let  qb  go  on 
with  the  funeral.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BECK.     What  we  wantis,  thatthepro- 


Tbe  SPEAKER.     Tbe  j>roposition   of  the 

gentleman    from    Connecticut     [Mr.    Stark- 
WEATHEa}  being  objected  to,  that  ends  it. 

Mr.  KERB.  I  now  move  that  the  House 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  for 
the  consideration  of  tha  Army  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP.  That  is  a  very  proper 
proposition.  Let  us  go  to  the  business  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  isprepared  to  take  charge 
of  that  bill. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  am  quite  willing  to  do  Ibat, 
Bod  I  ihink  I  can  do  it  as  well  as  the  gentle- 
man  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Dicket.] 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Is  the  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  in 
order?  I  believe  that  motion  has  been  nega- 
tived, and  the  motion  to  reconsider  laid  on  the 
table. 

_  The  SPEAKER.  Subsequently  other  mo- 
tions have  inlervaned,  and  the  motion  is  again 

Tbe  qaestion  being  put  on  Mr.  Kerr'b 
motion,  that  ihe  House  reioUe  itself  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  for  tbe  consideration  of 
Ihe  Army  appropriation  bill,  there  were — ayes 
63.  noes  82. 

Mr.  BEATTY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  queslion  was  again  taken ;  and  there 
were — yeas  49,  nays  109,  not  voting   82  ;  as 

YEAS-Meaars.  Adams.  Ambar,  Arthur,  Beatty. 
Bell,  Braxton.  Briabt.  Campbell,  Cobnm,  Grebe, 
Uavia.  Do  Boaa,  ifuko.  Finkelnbnre.  Uambleton. 
Hancock,  John  T.  Uarria.  Hay,  Horoford,  Herndon. 
Hibbard,  Kins,  Lewis.  Msdsod,  Haraball,  McCor- 
mictMcGraw,  Uctnlyra JdoNaely.  Monroe.  Moiey, 
Niblack,  Poland,  Read,  Edward  Y.  Bioe.  John  H. 
Bice.  Bilcbia,  Ellie  H.  BDberti,_SprBgue.  Stcvonson, 


Yonng-109. 

NOT  VOTING— Maun.  Banks,  Bamum.  Bing- 
faam,  Jamas  Q.  Blair,  Boles,  JamssBrooka.  Bardatt, 
Roderick  R.  Butlar,  Caldwall,  Carroll,  William  T. 
Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Comingo.  CoUDer.  Cox, 
Orilober.  Croegland.  Dawea.  Da  Larxa,  Faraswnrth. 
FarWBll,  Forker.  Qariiald^ldamaa,  Btiim.  Har- 

Ffougbton,  Kellogg.  Kerr,  Eilllnitar,  Kinsella,  Mo* 
Crary.  MeHanry,  MoKee,  MflKinnar.  Marriek. 
Miuhell.  Uoore,  Morgsn,  Morphia.  Paoker,  lasao 
C.  Parker.  Perce.  Eli  Perry,  Pfatt,  Porter,  Rainav. 
William  R.  Roberta.  Robinaon.Rooiarelt.  Sargent. 
Baa  lay.  Sheldon,  ehober.  SIocudi,  Sloas,  E.  Board- 
man  Bmitb,  Worthing  ion  C.  Smith.  Snapp.  Snyder, 
Strong.  St.  John,  Butberland,  Sypher,  Tbamaf/Tor- 
ner.  Tnthill,  Twioball,  Voorbaae,  WaddaU.  Waka- 
man,  Waldan,  Walla,  Warren.  Weill.  Whaaler, 
Winoheater.  and  Wood— 82. 

So  the  motion  of  Mr.  Kerb  was  notagreedlo. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  move  to  reconnder  the  7ote 
just  taken. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Aa  a  iriend 
of  this  bill,  1  appeal  to  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  [Mr.  Stibewbatheb,]  who  has 
charge  of  it,  to  allow  a  vote  on  tbeamendmenU 
which  eentleman  have  indicated  a  desire  to 
offer,  if  this  bill  is  right,  as  I  believe  it  is. 
and  if  the  House  is  in  favor  of  it,  they  will 
pas*  it  without  any  amendmeut.  Bnt  for  the 
sake  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  as  well  as  for 
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the  sake  of  the  right  of  the  ininonty  to  offer 
amendments  and  have  votes  upop  them,  I 
appeal  to  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  to 
allow  them  an  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  have  only  to 
say  what  I  have  already  said,  that  the  time  I 
have  proposed  to  allow  for  debate  is  equiva- 
lent to  a  consideration  of  the  amendments.  I 
have  offered  everything,  I  think,  that  is  fair 
and  reasonable. 

Mr.  BBCE.  I  will  not  press  my  motion  to 
reconsider  if  any  satisfactory  arrangement  cap 
be  made.  All  we  want  is  a  vote  on  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  CREBS.     Without  any  discussion. 

Mr.  SVVANN.  With  reasonable  time  for 
discussion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  u^on  the 
motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
House  refused  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  ACKER.  I  move  to  lay  that  motion 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SWANN.  And  on  that  motion  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken;  and  there 
were — ^yeas  86,  nays  56,  not  voting  98 ;  as  fol- 
lows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Acker.  Adams,  Averill,  Barber, 
Barry,  Beverid^e,  Bigby.  Biggs.  Bird.  Austin  Blair. 
George  M.  Brooks.  Buclcley.  Buffintoa.  Caldwell. 
Cobb,  Conger,  Cotton,  Creely,  Crocker.  Crosdand, 
Darrall,  Dickey,  Donoan,  Dox.  Duell.  DnkeJDan- 
nell.  Barnes.  Eldredge.  Elliott,  Charles  Foster.  Henrr 
D.  Foster.  Gets,  Qolladay, Goodrich. Griffith,  Hanks. 
Uawley.  Hays.  Gerry  W. Haxelton,  John  W.  Hatel- 
tott.  Hooper.  Kelley,  Kendall,  Ketcham.  Killinger, 
Leach.  Lowe,  Maynard,  McClelland,  Merour,  Mer- 
riam.  Beniamin  F.  Meyers,  Mitchell.  Morey.  Mor- 
pbis,  OrrLpackard^almer.  Peck,  Pendleton,  Peters, 
Prindle,  Bandall,  Roosevelt,  Sawyer,  Scofield,  Shoe- 
maker, Slater.  Sloss,  Snyder,  K.  Hilton  Speer, 
Thomas  J.  Speer,  Starkweather,  Stevens, Stoaghton, 
Stowell,  Washington  Townsend,  Upson.  Waddell, 
Wakeman,  Walden,  Waldron,  Wheeler.  Whiteley, 
and  Winchester— 86. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Archer.  Arthar,  Beatty,  Beck, 
Bell,  Braxton,  Burchard,  Campbell.  Coburn.  Con- 
ner, Crebs,  Da  Boae,  Ely^inkelnburg.  Garfield, 
Garrett,  Hale,  Hambleton^anoook.  Handle/,  John 
T.  Harris,  Hay.  Hereford.  Hemdon.  Hibbard,  Kerr, 
Lewis,  Lynch,  Manson,  Marshall,  McCorniiak.  Mo- 
Henry.  MoNeely,  Monroe,  Kiblack,  Aaron  F.  Perry, 
Poland,  Potter,  Bead,  John  M.  Rice,  Ellis  H.  Rob- 
erts, Sessions.  Shellabarger,  Sherwood.  John  A. 
Smith,  Spragae,  Storm,  Swann,  Terry,  Tynor,  Van 
Tramp,  Warren,  Wells,  Whitthorne,  Willard,  and 
Williams  of  Indiana— 56. 

KOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Amble;-.  Ames,  Banks, 
Barnum,  Bingham.  James- G.  Blair,  Boles,  Bright, 
James  Brooks,  Bordett,  Benjamin  F.Butler.  Boaer- 
ick  R.  Batler,  Carroll,  William  T.  Clark,  Freeman 
Clarke,  Coghlao,  Comingo,  Cox,  Critcher,  Davis, 
Dawes,  De  Large.  Farnsworth,  Farwell,  Forker, 
Wilder  D.  Foster,  Frve.  Haldeman,  Halsev,  Hormer, 
Harper,  George  E.  Harris,  Havens,  Hill,  Hoar,  Hol- 
man,  Hongbton,  Kellogg,  King.  Kinsella,  Lamison, 
Lamport,  ijansmg,  McCrary,  McGrew,  Molntyre, 
MoJonkin.  McKee,  McKinney.  Merrick,  Moore, 
Morgan,  Leonard  Myers,  Negley,  Packer,  Hosea  W. 
Parker.  Isaac  C.  Parker.  Perce,  fill  Perrar,  Piatt, 
Porter,  Price,  Rainey.  Edward  Y.  Rice,  Ritchie, 
William  R.  Roberts,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Rusk,  Sar- 
gent, Seoley.  Shanks.  Sheldon,  Sbober,  Slooam,  H. 
Boardman  Smith,  Worthington  C.  Smith.  Snapp, 
Stevenson,  Strong,  St.  John,  Sutherland.  Sypher, 


Wilson,  Wood,  and  Voung--d8. 

So  the  naotion  to  reconsider  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that  the  House  now 
take  a  recess  until  half  past  seven  o'clock  this 
evening. 

Mr.  ELDREDQE.    I  move  to  amend  that 

froposition  so  as  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
ndiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  to  take  a  recess  alone. 
I  think  that  ought  to  be  satisfactory  to  him. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  KEHR.  I  think  the  interesls  of  the 
oouDtnr  would  be  more  advanced  if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Eldredge]  should 
take  a  recess.    [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  question  which 
the  gentlemen  can  debate  in  private. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Kbkb,  theie  were — ajes  37,  noes  86. 

Mr.  BECK.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 


Mr.  BEA.TTY.  I  move  to  amend  the  mo- 
tion for  a  recess  by  striking  out  ''half  past 
seven  o'clock  this  evening,  '  and  inserting 
**  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning.'' 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Why  not  make  it  eleven 
o'clock  to  night?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SPfiKR,  of  Peno^ylvaoia.  Is  it  ia 
order  to  move  to  amend  a  propoailion  after 
the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered  upon  it? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ordering  of  the  yeas 
and  nays  does  not  affect  the  right  of  a  member 
to  offer  ameadmenta.  The  fini  name  on  the 
roll  has  not  been  called. 

The  Question  being  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment 01  Mr.  Bbattt,  there  were — ayes  forty- 
one,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  KERR.    I  move  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Kerb,  there  were — ^ayes  68,  noes  85. 

Mr.  KERR.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

On  ordering  the  yeas  and  n&ys,  there  were — 
ayes  thirty-four,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  call  for  tellers  on  order- 
infi"  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Sargent  and 
Mr.  Kerr  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ^ayes  forty-three,  noea  not  counted. 


So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
kCK.    I  move  that  the  House 


now 


Mr.  BECK 
adjourn. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Beck,  there  were — ayee  48,  noes  79. 

Mr.  BECK  and  Mr.  BEATTY  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

On  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  there 
were — ayes  thirty-one,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  BECK  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Beck  and 
Mr.  Matnard  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  86,  noei  8. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  £  ask  to  be  excused  from 
voting  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKfiB.  The  rulee  do  not  allow 
the  Chair  to  entertain  that  request. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  Is  it  in  order  to  ask  to  be 
excused  from  voting  on  the  motion  for  a  call  of 
the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not ;  in  the  first 
])lace,  because  that  is  not  the  pending  qnes- 
tion ;  and  in  the  next  place,  because  the  Chair 
could  not  entertain  the  request. 

The  question  was  taken  en  the  motion  to 
adjourn  ;  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative-^ 
yeas  88,  nays  127,  not  voting  80 ;  as  followi : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Arober.  Arthur.  Beatty. 
Beak,  Jamw  G.  Blair,  Ouapbell,  Cox.  Davis,  Ba 

Stose,  Uambleton.  Handlw*  John  T.  Harris,  Hem- 
on.  Hibbard,  Kerr,  Kmg,  MeCormiok,  Moln- 
tvre,  Merrick,  Niblack,  Potter,  Read,  Edward  T. 
Kioa,  John  M.  Bioe,  Ritohlo,  Slater,  Sloonm,  Storm, 


isarry,  iseii.  DeverMfe.  isicby,  JSiffM,  J»ira,  Ansun 
Blair.  Brieht,  George  M.  Brooks.  BnckleF.  Baffin- 
ton,  Burchard,  Burdett,  Caldwell,  Cobb.  Coburn, 
Conger,  Conner,  Cotton,  Creely.  Crocker.  Crossland, 
Darrall  J>ickey.  Donnan.Doz,  Dannell,  Barnes,  Eld- 
redge, EUiott,  Sly.  Finkelnburg,  (paries  Foster. 


Ketcham,  Lamison.  Lunport.  Lansln 


fcelcaam.  juamifon.iiamporu  Jjansmg,  i£ewis,iiOwe. 
rnoh,  Manson,  Marshall,  Maynard,  McClelland, 
McGrew.  Meroar,  Merriam,  Benjamra  F.  Meyeis, 


Randall,  Ellis  H.  Roberts,  Rogers.  Roosevelt,  Sar- 

Sent,  Sawyer.  Soofield.  fiesnons,  Bhaaks,  Sheldon, 
hellabarser,  Sherwood.  Sbober,  Shoemaker.  Sny- 
der, R.  Milton  Speer,  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Stark- 
weather. Stevenson,  Stoaghton.  Stowell,  Taffe^Wash- 
iogton  Towiisend,Tamer.Twioh0ll.  Upson,  VaaghaBf 
Voorhees,  Waddell,  Wakeman,  Walden.  wi^ron. 
Wells,  Wheeler,  Whitthorne.  Willard,  Williams  of 
Indiana,  Williams  of  New  York,  and  Jeremiah  M. 
Wilson— 127. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrt!.  Ames.  Banks.  Bamam. 
Bingham,  Boles,  Braxton.  James  Brooks.  Benjamin 
F.  BuUer.  Roderick  B.  BaUer.  Carroll.  William  T. 
Clark,  Freeman  Clurke,  Coghlan.  Comingo,  Crebs, 
Critcher,  Dawes.  De  Largo.  Daell,  Duke,  Farnsworth, 
Farwell,  Forker,  Henry  D.  Foster,  Frye,  Hancock, 
Harper.  George  £.  Harris,  Hays,  Hereford,  UiU, 


Mekee,  JneKinaey,  Bf^eely.  Monroe,  Mortin 
PfMiker,  leaae  0.  Parker,  Peree,  Amron  F.  Penr' 
Flatt,  Poland,  Price,  Rainey,  William  K.  Bobeiu 
Robin^n,  Rusk,  Seeley,  Slosj,  H.  Boardman  Smith 


Chester,  Wood,  aad  Tovng-^. 
So  the  Hoase  refused  to  adjonni. 

MESSAGE  FROM  TUK  8ISN ATK. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate. 
by  Mr.  Stmfsov.  one  of  its  ckrks,  notifjiog 
the  Hoase  that  that  body  had  passed  tkefol- 
k>wiDg[  bills  of  the  House  without  ameudoeDt: 

A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  712)  granting  a  pensioo 
to  William  H.  Bridges ;  and 

A  bm  (H.  R.  No.  1024)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  B.  Valentine. 

It  farther  announced  thai  the  Senate  bd 
pMuised  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  497)  granting  a  pea- 
sion  to  Frederick  A.  Garlick,  of  Cort^nd 
county^  New  Yorit,  with  an  amendment,  in 
which  the  concurreDce  of  the  Hoose  vas 
reqaested. 

It  farther  annnounced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles ;  inwbicb 
the  concurrence  of  the  Hoase  was  reauested: 

A  bill  (8.  No.  829)  granting  the  Fort  Kear 
qey  military  reservation  to  the  State  of  NV 
braska  for  the  ose  and  benefit  of  the  Nebraib 
8tate  Deaf)  Dumb,  and  Insane  Asjlami;  aad 

A  bill  (S.  No.  67)  for  the  relief  of  pur 
chasers  of  lots  and  hoose  I0I4  sold  by  virtne 
of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled  *'  An  act  for  tke 
sale  of  the  landsi  tenements^  and  water  prirh 
leges  belonging  to  the  XJnited  States  at  aod 
near  Harper's  Ferry,  in  the  county  of  Jeffer 
son,  West  Virginia,  approved  December  16. 
1808." 

AMJBNDMBNT  OF  THIS  KULK8. 

Mr.  McGRARY.  I  ask  unanimons  coDieat 
of  the  House  to  offer  a  resolution  for  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Retolved,  That  the  foUoifing  bo  ad4cd  to  the 
roles  of  the  Hooae : 

The  previons  question  shall  not  be  ordered  qp«b 
an7  biU  or  reaolotion  upon  whioh  anjr  fire  membeR 
shall  demand  the  right  to  debate  until  laeb  tinetf 
may  be  demanded  hj  five  membert.  not  exceedini 
two  houra,  shall  have  been  oonanmea  in  debate.  >« 
shall  the  previous  qutttion  be  ordered  qpob  aay  bul 
or  resoluUon  to  whCeh  any  meaiDer  demaadt  m 
right  to  propose  an  amendment,  nntil  an  opportasilr 
has  been  afforded  to  propose  at  least  two  aacoa- 
monts  thereto.  After  Oie  previous  aaesUon  fhtii 
have  been  ordered  upon  any  bill  or  resolatioa.D'* 
dilatory  motion  shall  be  in  order  except  one  voUoi. 
to  adionm. 

Mr.  ELDREDGB.    I  object. 

JAMES  F.  GAflBT. 

Mr.  SHELDON,  by  uoftnimous  coosent,  iu 
troduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2118)  for  the  tM 
of  James  F.  Casey,  collector  of  costoiDs  for 
the  port  of  New  Orleans;  which  was  read  > 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printea- 

BOLDIBBS'  AND  SAILORS'  BOUEBTBADS. 

Mr.  HAWLEY,  by  nnanimoas  consent,  sub 
mitted  the  following  reaolntion ;  which,  nni^^ 
the  law,.  wsA  referred  to  the  Committee  oo 
Printing : 

Resolved,  T!hal  t«A  thouaad  copies  of  Sesata  U\\ 


447,  to  enable  honorably  dSehaig ed  eolditfs  m 
•ailore.  their  widows  and  orphaas.  to  aeqeu*  oone ■ 

Jteads  on  the  pnblie  lands,  aad  whioh  pauM  »J 
loaae  on  the  25th  instaAtTM  printed  for  the  w  oi 


the  House. 

BALTIMORB  AND  POTOSfAC  RAILROAD 

The  SPEAKER.  The  qocstion  vfxm  <« 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  lodiwa 
[Mr.  Keb&,]  that  there  be  a  call  of  the  Hoase. 
on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ontm- 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  87,  nays  123,  not  rouog 
80;  as  follows: 
^VBAS-MwB.  Archw.  Arthar,  Besttj,  BjJ; 
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H^oodk,  IlAsdUx,  llmford.  Prmdon.  HibbjMd. 
Kerr,  King,  Minson.  nclntyro.  Merriok.  Nib- 
lack.  Peek.  Pottfr.  Read.  £dward  Y.  Rtee,  Join 
M.  Rice,  Ritcliie.'Slatw,  Storm,  Svann*  Teriy.  and 
Tiirner— 37. 

NATS^Messrg.  Aeker,  Ambler,  Ames.  ATerill, 
Bairy*  Boreridfo*  Bisbir,  Bint,  Bird,  JaoMs  Qw 
Blair,  Qeongo  &{•  Braoki,  BuQ^Iey,  Batftpton,  Bar- 
chord,  GalAwell.  Cobb,Cobum.  Conger.  Conner,  Cot- 
ton, (>eelir,  Crooker,  Darrall.  IMokey.Donaan,  Doz, 
DannelU  jBomav,  Elarcdge.OharlQsl'oflter,  Garrett, 
Gets,  Golfaiday.  Qrimth,  Halsey.  Hanks.  Harmer, 
Q«or«  B.  Harris,  John  T.  Ham,  Ha'wlc7,  Hoys, 
.Tohn  W .  Hoselton.  Hoar.  Kelley,  Kendall,  Ketonan), 
KiUinger,  Lamison,  Lamport,  Lansinir.  Lewis.  May-- 
Hard  .HeClelland.M«CraiT«Moarew.Mc  J  ankia.Mer- 
oar.  Merriam.  BoioJanUn  P.  Meyers.  Mitohell,  Hoore, 
Morey,  Morphis.  Orr.  Packard,  Palmer,  Bosea  n. 
Parker,  Isaac  C.  Parker.  Pendleton.  Aaron  F.  Perry. 
Eli  Penr,  Peten,  Poland,  Price,  Prindle,  RandoU, 
Ellis  H.  Roberts,  RooscTelt,  Rnsk.  Santent,  Sailer, 
Scofield,  Sessions,  Snanks,  Sheldon,  Shellabarger, 
.Shober,  Shoemaker.  Slocom,  John  A.  fimith,  Snyder, 
R.  MilioD  epaer,  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Starkweather, 
StcTeof.  Steyensoa,  Stoagbton.  StowalL  6ypber, 
Taffe,  Dwight  Townsend,  Washington  Townsend, 
Tyner,  tfpson.  Van  Trump,  Vaugnan,  Voorhees. 
WaddeU,  Wakeman,  Woldea.  Waidron,  Wollaoe, 
Warren,  Wells,  Wheeler,  Whiteley,  Whitthorne. 
Willard.  Williams  of  Indiana,  Williams  of  Kew 
York,  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  John  T.  Wilson,  and 
Yoang—iaS. 

NOT  YQTI17G— Messrs.  Adams.  Banks,  Barber, 
Bamnm,  Bingham,  Austin  Blair.  Boles,  Braxton. 
James  ]OTOoks^ardett.Beniamin  F.  Bntler,Roderick 
R.  Battor.CoRolK  WiOiamT.  Ciark,FreenuuB  Clarke, 
Comingo.  Coz,  Crebs,  Critcher,  DawM,  Do  Large, 
Dnell.  ^liott,  Famsworth.  Farwell,  Finkelnbnrg, 
Forker,  fienrr  D*  Foster,  Frye,  Garfield,  Goodrich, 
Holdemaa.  Hale.  Haiv«r,  Hayena,  Hoy,  Gerry  W. 
UoseltOB,  Hill.  Holmon,  Hooper.  Houghton,  Kel- 
logg, Kinsella,  Leach.  Lowe.  Lynch,  Marshall,  Mc- 
Cormiek.  Mcuenry.  MoKee.  MoKinney,  McNeely, 
Monroe,  Morgan,  Leonard  Myora.  Negley.  Packer. 
Perce.  PlatL  Porter,  Rainey  William  R.  Roberts. 
Robfx»on,  Rogers,  Seeley,  Sherwood,  Sloss,  H. 
BoardiBoa  Smith,  Worthingten  C.  Smith,  Saop^, 
Sprasoe.  Strong  St.  John,  Sutherlond^homaa, 
Tuthill.  Twichell,  Walls,  Winchester,  and  Wood— M. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  next  question  in 
order  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Hr.  Bbattt]  to  the  motion  of  the 

Siotleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Ebrb]  that 
e  House  take  a  recess  until  seren  o'clock 
this  erenin^.  The  amendment  is  to  extend 
the  recess  till  eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  mom- 
ing,  and  on  that  amendment  the  yeas  and 
najs  have  been  ordered. 

The  qoestioD  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — ^yeas  26,  nays  128,  not  voting 
'.>1 ;  as  follows: 

YEAS —Messrs.  Adams,  Arthnr,  Beattj,  Beek, 
Bright.  Coz,  Davis.  Bake.  Kty.  Uambleton.  Here- 
ford, Uerodon.  Hibbard,  King,  Merrick,  Niblook, 
Potter, Read,  Bdward  Y.Rice,  John  M.Rice, Ritchie, 
Erlater.  Storm,  Swann,  Terry,  and  Von  Tramp— 2A. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Acker.  Ambler.  Ames,  Averill, 
Barber,  Beveridge,  Bigby,  Bigsa,  Bird,  George  M. 
Brooks,  Baekley,  Baffinton,  Borehara,  Bnrdett, 
Oaldwell.  Cobb,  Cobom,  Conger,  Conner,  Cotton, 
Creely.  Oroeker.  QrosBlaad*  Dickey.  Donnoa.  Dox, 
Dunnell,  Barnes,  Etdredge.  Elliott,  Farwell,  Fin- 
kelnbarg,  Charles  Foster,  Henry  D.  Foster;  Wilder 
P.  Foeter.  Ftrye,  Garrett,  Gets,  GoHoday,  Goodrich, 
eriffith.  Halsh  iiaadley,  Uaaks.  Hanaer.  John  T. 
Harris,  Hawley,  Hay,  Gerry  W.  Haselton,  John  W. 
Hazel  ton.  Hill,  Hoar.  Kendall.  Ketcham.  Lamison, 
Lansing.  Lewis,  Lyneb^  Monaon,  Moynora.  McClel- 
land, MoHenry,  McJnnkin,  Merenr,  Bemamin  F. 
Meyen,  Monnw,  Morev.  Morphis,  Negley,  Orr.  Pack- 
ArdL  Palmer,  Hosea  W.  ParKer,  Isaac  C.  Parker, 
Peek.  Pendleton,  Eli  Perry,  Poland,  Price,  Randall, 
Ellis  H.  Roberts,  Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Rusk,  Ssneat, 
lawyer,  Seofleld.  Sessions,  Shanks,  Sheldon,  Sher- 
wooo,  Shober,  Shoemaker.  Sloss,  H.  Boardman 
Smith,  John  A.  Smith,  R.  Milton  Speer,  Thomas  J. 
Speer,  Spragve,  Starkweather,  Stevens,  Stevenson, 
'Stonghtoo,  StoweU,  ^^^  Washington  Townsend, 
Taroer,  Twichell.  Tyner,  vanahan^oorhees.  Wad- 
dell,  Wakeman,  Waldon^Waldron,  Wallace,  Warren, 
Wkeeton  Whilthorae.  Wflliam*  of  Indiana,  WU- 
liams  of  Xew  York.  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  and 
Yoaiig*-*123w 

NOT  ¥MIN€h-Meisrs,  Archer,  Banks,  Banram, 
Barry,  Bell,  Bingham,  A astin  Blair.  JameaG. Blair, 
Boles,  BraztOD,  James  Brooks,  Benjamin  F.  Batter, 
Roderick  IL  Bntler.  Camnbcli,  Carroll,  WUliam  T. 
Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Coghlaa,  Comingo,  Crabs, 
Criteher.  Darrall|  Dawes,  De  Large,  Da  Bose.Daell, 
Fam^wokth,  Forker.  Garfield.  Holdeman,  Halsey, 
Hancock,  Harper,  George  B.  Harris.  Havens,  Hays, 
Helmaa,  Hooper.  Hooghton,  Kelley,  Kellogg,  Keir, 
KUtiager,  Kinsella,  Lumport,  Leach,  liowe,  Mar- 
shall, McCormick,  MeCrory,  McGrew,  Mclntyre, 
MeKee,  McKinney,  MoNeely,  Merriam,  Mitchell. 
Moore,  Morgan,  Leonard  Myers,  Packer,  Peroe, 
Aaron  F.  Perry.  Peters,  Piatt,  Porter.  Prindle, 
Rainey,  William  R.  Roberto,  Robinson,  Seelejr.  Shel- 
labarger, Slocnm,  Wortnington  C.  Smith,  Bnapp, 
Snyder,  Strong,  St.  John,  Sutherland,  Sypher, 
Thomas.  Dwigbt  To^^nseiid.  TaChill,  Upson,  Walla, 


Wells,  Whitdey.  WiUovd,  John  T.  Wilson,  Win- 
chester, and  Wood— 91 

So  the  amendment  to  extend  the  recess  till 
eleven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning  was  not 
i^eed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of  Mr. 
KsHB,  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  seven 
o'clock  this  evening. 

Mr.  8TARKWSATKKR.  I  think  it  ig 
highly  improbable  that  we  can  get  a  vote  on 
the  merits  of  the  bill  this  evening,  lind  if  it 
meets  the  views  of  gentlemen  on  both  sides,  I 
see  no  olyection  to  on  a<itionrnment, 

Mr.  Band  ALL.    Make  the  motion. 

Mr.  ST ARKWE ATHBR.  I  move  that  the 
Houae  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  ELDRBDGE.     Oh,  no ;  let  us  sit  it  oat. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Wo  can  adjourn  from  day 
to  day  till  Monday. 

Pending  the  motion  to  adjourn, 

NAVY  BKPABTMXNT. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  appoint- 
ment  of  Mr.  Archer,  of  Maryland,  to  fill  the 
vacancy  on  the  select  committee  to  investi- 
gate charges  against  the  Navy  Department, 
occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Voor- 
hees, of  Indiana. 

The  motion  to  adjourn  was  agreed  to ;  and 
thereupon  (at  three  o'clock  and  fifty  minutes 
p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  BTC, 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  ADAMS:  The  petition  of  Alexander 
C.  Moore,  of  Pulaski  county|  Kentucky,  pray- 
ing to  be  placed  on  the  pension- rolls. 

Also,  the  ^tition  and  accompanying  papers 
in  the  case  ot  W.  C.  Burnett,  late  private  com- 
pany £,  first  regiment  Kentucky  cavalry,  for 
relief  from  the  charge  of  desertion. 

B;y  Mr.  COX :  The  petition  of  William  A. 
Maquoid  and  others,  citizens  of  New  York 
city,  against  the  proposed  reduction  of  duty  on 
earthenware  and  stoneware. 

By  Mr.  GETZ :  The  remonstrance  of  Eli  S. 
Fox,  George  K.  Whitner,  James  Robinson,  and 
111  others,  citizens  of  Reading,  Pennsylvania, 
agiunst  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
earthenware  or  stoneware ;  and  petition  for  a 
specific  duty  of  seven  dollars  per  ton  on  all  for- 
eign earthenware,  stoneware,  and  clay  pipes 
or  flues ;  nine  dollars  per  ton  on  the  bends, 
branches,  and  other  fittings  of  such  pipes  ana 
flues,  and  ten  dollars  per  ton  ou  all  foreign 
clay  chimney-pots. 

By  Mr.  HALSEY:  The  remonstrance  of 
manufacturers  of  earthenware  in  Newark, 
New  Jersey,  against  the  proposed  reduction 
of  the  duties  on  earthenware  and  stoneware. 

By  Mr.  HILL :  The  petition  of  R.  G.  Marsh 
and  64  others,  asking  that  an  act  be  passed 
^ving  to  the  soldiers  $8  33^  per  month  for  full 
time  served. 

Also,  the  netition  of  jphu  Thompson  and 
3  others,  or  Paterson,  JNew  Jersey,  officers 
and  members  of  a  colored  company,  asking  aid 
toward  arming  and  equipping  the  company. 

By  Mr.  JONES :  The  petition  of  the  board 
of  trustees  of  the  city  of  Cheyenne,  Wyoming 
Territoiy,  i^yuig  the  withdrawal  from  settle- 
ment of  a  certain  section  of  public  land  in  said 
Territory. 

By  Mr.  KELLEY :  The  petition  of  Frank 
Baxter,  praying  that  the  title  of  deserter  may 
be  remoyed  from  his  name  on  the  rolls  of  the 
War  Department,  aad  that  his  accounts  may 
be.  a^usted  as  though  no  finding  pf  a  court- 
martial  bad  ever  been  had  in  his  case. 

By  Mr.  KETCHAM :  A  remonstrance  of 
152  citizens  of  Poughkeepsie,  New  York, 
against  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
earthenware  or  stoneware. 

By  Mr.  KILLINGER:  The  petition  of  D. 
K.  Fisher  and  63  others,  members  of  Auburn 
Council  No.  184,  0.  U.  A.  M.,  citizens  of 


Sobuylkill  eoanty,  Pennsylvania,  praying  the 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea,  coffee,  and  such 
other  articles  aa  cannot  be  produced  in  the 
United  States,  and  remonstrating  against  any 
change  in  the  tariff  lawa  abating  duties  on 
articles  successfully  produced  in  this  country. 

By  Mr.  B.  F.  MEYERS :  A  neUtion  for  the 
estabUshmeat  of  a  post  route  from  Harrison- 
ville,  Fulton  county,  Pennsylvania,  via  Sipes*s 
Mills  and  Needmore,  to  Warfordsburg,  Penn- 
sylvania. 

By  Mr.  PRICE :  The  petition  of  John  Seitz, 
of  Lumpkin  county,  Georgia^  praying  the 
removal  of  his  political  disabilities. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  Sarah  A.  Burch, 
widow  of  William  Bnrch,  deceased,  of  Lowndes 
county^  Georgia,  praying  a  pension. 

Bv  Mr. UPSON:  Thepetition  of  IraP.  Sperry 
apa  60  others,  citizens  of  Tallmadge,  Summit 
county,  Ohio,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
drain  and  sewer  pipes  and  other  wares  of  clay, 
against  the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  earthen- 
ware or  stoneware,  and  for  certain  specific 
duties  thereon. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thursdat,  March  28,  1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  A.  McCauust,  D.  D. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  Jonr- 
nal  of  yesterday's  proceedings. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  that  the  reading  of  the 
Journal  be  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  0A8SEKLY.  I  must  object  to  that.  I 
do  so  because  there  is  nothaif  a  quorum  here. 

Mr.  OOLBb  My  reason  for  it  is  that  I  wish 
to  take  up  the  Australian  mail  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  is 
made. 

Mr.  CAS8ERLY.  I  withdraw  my  objection 
ill  view  of  the  object  of  the  Senator. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    I  renew  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Journal 
will  be  read. 

The  Secretary  resumed  and  concluded  the 
reading  of  the  Journal. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
take  up  the  Australian  mail  bill,  and  then  I 
will  give  way  to  the  morning  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
taken  up  aubject  to  the  morning  business, 
and  subject  to  unobjected  bills.  There  is  no 
time  to  get  through  unobjected  bills  except 
in  the  morning  hqur.  If  the  Senator  will 
allow  the  morning  business  and  bills  to  which 
there  is  no  objection  to  go  through,  I  will  not 
object. 

Mr.  COLE.    I  will  consent  to  that. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Is  there  a  subsidy  in 
that  bill  ? 

Mr.  COLE.  There  is  a  provision  for  mail 
steamship  service. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    I  object. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  to  state  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  that  as  it  is  now  under- 
stood that  the  morning  business  shall  proceed , 
I  do  not  desire  his  motion  to  have  any  prefer- 
ence, as  I  have  been  several  mornings  trying 
to  get  up  the  supplement  to  the  Texas  Pacific 
railroaa  bill,  which  he  has  once  or  twice  de- 
layed to  examine.  I  shall  seek  the  floor  to 
bring  that  up. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  PetiUons  are  in 
order. 

PETITIONS  AND  MBMOBIA^LS. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Liberal  Land  League  of  Kansas,  in  favor  of 
the  bill  (S.  No.  658)  for  the  relief  of  actual 
settlers  upon  the  Cherokee  neutral  lands  in 
Kansas :  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legisl^re  of  Onio,  relative  to  records  in 
the  War  Department   pertaining  to  soldiers 
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from  Ohio  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Indiana,  praying  that  if  a  law  abolish- 
ing  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  be  passed  it 
shall  not  take  effect  until  at  least  ninety  days 
after  its  enactment ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Indiana,  praying  that  if  a  law  abolishing  the 
duties  on  tea  and  coffee  be  passed  it  shall  not 
take  effect  until  at  least  six  months  after  its 
enactment ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  presented  the  petition 
of  Charles  M.  Briggs,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky, 
praying  for  the  passage  of  an  act  giving  the 
Court  of  Claims  jurisdiction  of  his  claim 
against  tbe  United  States  for  cotton  sold  and 
received  by  the  Government;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  the  pe- 
tition of  Rebecca  C.  Meeker,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  pension  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  present  a  memorial 
from  workers  in  the  Gibbsooro  paint  and  color 
works,  citizens  of  Waterford  township,  Cam- 
den county,  New  Jersey,  remonstrating  against 
a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  suc- 
cessfully produced  in  this  country.  They  re- 
spectfully pray  for  the  repeal  of  all  duties  upon 
tea,  coffee,  ana  such  other  articles  of  necessity 
or  comfort  as  cannot  be  produced  in  the  Uni- 
ted States ;  and  further  pray  that  Congress  will 
take  care  that  duties  shall  be  so  adjusted  as  to 
encourage  and  defend  every  home  industry, 
and  to  foster  the  honor  and  interests  of  the 
American  laborer. 

In  presenting  this  petition  as  to  these  mat- 
ters, m  most  of  which  duty  compels  me  to  say 
that  I  do  not  agree  with  the  petitioners,  I 
desire  to  express  to  the  Senate  that,  with  all 
respect  for  the  petitioners,  I  think  they  mistake 
as  to  what  are  the  true  interests  of  the  country 
at  this  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  petition 
will  lie  on  the  table,  as  the  Committee  on 
Finance  have  reported  on  the  subject  of  the 
tariff  generally. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  presented  the  petition  of 
Prince  Cort,  of  Georgetown,  South  Carolina, 
praying  remuneration  for  certain  services  ren- 
dered to  the  Navy  as  a  pilot ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Kentucky,  prajring  for  certain  reforms  in  the 
civil  service  of  the  Government;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

ROCK  ISLAND  BRIDGE. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  to  report  in  favor 
of  the  passage  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1672) 
granting  to  the  Davenport  and  St.  Paul  Rail- 
road Company  the  right  of  way. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  is  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  the  people  in  that  locality,  and 
I  should  like  to  have  the  bill  acted  on  now. 
It  is  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  way  across  the 
Bock  Island  bridge. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  is  a  matter  about 
which  I  have  received  several  communications 
protesting  against  the  passage  of  the  -bill. 

Mr.  WILSON.  There  were  protests  before 
the  committee  which  have  been  considered. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  know  whether 
they  have  considered  these.  The  bill,  I  believe, 
relates  to  the  right  of  way  across  the  Rock 
Island  bridge  ? 

Mr.  WILSON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  thought  that  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  understood  it  was  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  they 
having  kid  charge  of  it  before. 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  But  I  understand  that 
this  is  a  House  bill  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  According  to  the 
printed  indorsement  on  the  back  of  the  bill,  it 
seems  that  on  the  14th  of  March  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce ;  but  the  Chair 
understands  the  Senator  from  Iowa  to  state 
that  the  reference  was  changed. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  thought  it  was  referred 
to  the  Military  Committee. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Committee  on 
Commerce,  I  understand,  have  charge  of  it, 
and  I  have  sent  numerous  papers  to  that  com- 
mittee about  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  indorse- 
ment on  the  printed  bill  reads  '^  March  14, 
1872 ;  read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce.'' 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  see  how  the 
Committee  on  Militairy  Affairs  got  jurisdiction 
over  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  My  colleague  informs  me 
that  the  reference  was  changed. 

Mr.  WILSON.  We  found  the  bill  in  our 
committee. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  inquire  whether  there 
is  any  such  record  ?  If  not,  the  bill  is  before 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  take  a 
little  time  to  hunt  up  the  record,  as  the  refer- 
ence was  several  days  ago.  Does  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  object  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to-day? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  think  it  be- 
longs here.  I  believe  the  bill  to  be  in  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  I  know  it  was 
referred  there 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  makes  tbe  point  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  have  not  the  right 
to  make  this  report,  that  question  will  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  I 
have  no  desire  to  take  charge  of  it. 

The  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  was  agreed  to. 

AMANDA  M.  BITGHBY. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  which  was  referred  the  pension  of 
George  W.  Dunham,  guardian  of  the  minor 
children  of  Amanda  m.  Ritchey,  widow  of  a 
contract  surgeon,  direct  me  to  report  a  bill  in 
the  case ;  and  I  ask  the  Senate  to  put  these 
little  pension  bills  on  their  passage  as  they  are 
reported.    To  do  so  will  be  a  saving  of  time. 

By  unai^mous  consent,  tho  bill  (S.  No.  878) 
granting  a  pension  to  the  minor  children  of 
Amanda  M.  Ritchey  was  read  three  times,  and 
passed. 

SARAH  h'bNANY. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  may 
be  permitted  to  remind  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont that  on  one  day  when  there  was  general 
objection  to  anything  being  done  out  of  the 
regular  order,  there  was  one  pension  bill 
reported  from  his  committee  by  the  Senator 
from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Saulsburt.]  If  there  is 
no  objection,  it  will  be  taken  up  now  and 
passed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  have  it 
taken  up  and  passed.  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  the  Vice  President  for  his  suggestion. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  847) 
granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  McEnany,  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
provides  for  placing  on  the  pension-roll,  subject 
to  the  provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension 
laws,  the  name  of  Sarah  McEnany,  widow  of 
James  McEnany,  deceased,  late  a  private  in 
company  C,  eleventh  regiment  Maine  volun- 
teers, and  the  names  of  their  children  under 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  for  paying  them  a 
pension,  commencing  December  14, 1864. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  proposed  to 
amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  **  commencing 


December  14^  1864,"  and  inserting  "from  the 
passage  of  this  act." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  uismeDd- 
ed,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  resd  the 
third  time,  and  pased. 

OKOBOIA  AND  FLORIDA  BOVNBART. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Committee  od  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  48)  to  settle  and  quiet  the  titles  to 
lands  along  the  boundary  line  between  the 
States  of  Georgia  and  Florida,  have  directed 
me  to  report  it  back  with  an  ameodmeot  It 
is  a  very  short  bill,  and  I  ask  that  it  be  put  oa 
its  passage  at  once. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  wts  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
declares  the  titles  to  all  lands  lying  south  of 
the  line  dividing  the  States  of  Georgia  and 
Florida,  known  as  the  Orr  and  Whitner  line, 
lately  established  as  the  tme  boundary  between 
said  States,  and  north  of  the  line  run  b;  Geor- 
gia, known  as  the  Watson  line,  bein;  all  tbe 
lands  lying  between  those  lines,  confirmed  is 
the  present  owners .  deriving  tides,  from  tbe 
State  of  Georgia. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  was  after  the  word  *'  confirmed"  in 
the  eighth  line,  to  insert  *'  so  &r  as  the  United 
States  have  title  thereto.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SARAH  WHITING. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Committee  ooPeneiooi, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  K-^o. 
1078)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Wbiting. 
have  directed  me  to  report  it  back  wilhost 
amendment,  and  recommend  its  passage, 
accompanied  by  a  written  report,  which  I 
ask  to  have  printed. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  the  bill  be  passed 
now. 

By  unanimous  consent  tho  bill  (H.  B.  No. 
1078)  granting  a  pension  to  Sarah  Whiting 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
place  on  the  pension-roll,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions and  limitations  of  the  pension  lavs. 
the  name  of  Sarah  Whiting,  widow  of  JoacpH 
B.  Whiting,  late  a  second  lieuleoant  in  the 
twenty- sixth  regiment  •  Massachusetts  toIqd- 
teers 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CAPTAIN  HENRT  M.  SCOTT. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Committee  on  Peoeions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  ll^u 
granting  a  pension  to  Captain  UeoryM.  Scot^ 
have  had  the  same  unaer  consideration,  aoji 
directed  me  to  report  it  back  without  amend- 
ment, and  recommend  its  passage.  It  »  k-, 
companied  by  a  written  report,  which  I  *» 
to  have  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  report  will 
be  printed. 

Mr.  PRATT.    I  ask  for  the  present  (son- 

Bid  oration  of  the  bill. 

There  being  no  obiection,  the  Senate,  as  id 
CommiiUe  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  directs  the  SecreUry  of  the 
Interior  to  place  on  the  pension-roll,  sttbject 
to  the  provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension 
laws,  the  name  of  Henry  M.  Scott,  late  a  ca^ 
tain  in  company  A,  seventieth  regiment  w 
Indiana  Volunteers,  to  take  effect  from  tbe 
passage  of  the  act.  . 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withoat 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  readiogf  reaa 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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MART  AaUSTBONO. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Mary  Arm* 
strong,  prajin{(  to  be  allowed  a  pension,  have 
had  the  same  ander  consideration,  and  have 
directed  me  to  report  a  bill  granting  her  a 
pension.  I  ask  for  its  present  consideration. 
There  is  a  written  report  in  the  case,  which  I 
desire  to  have  printea. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  report  will 
be  printed. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  879) 
granUn^  a  pension  to  Mary  Armstrong,  was 
read  twice  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  place  on  the  pension-roll,  subject 
to  the  provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension 
laws,  the  name  of  Mary  Armstrong,  widow  of 
Thomas  Armstrong,  late  of  the  first  battery 
Vermont  light  artillery. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CniLPRBN  OF  JOHN  M.  BAKEB. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
biU  (H.  R.  No.  2041)  for  the  relief  of  the  chil- 
dren of  John  M.  Baker,  have  directed  me  to 
report  it  back  without  amendment,  and  I  ask 
for  its  present  consideration.  It  is  a  short  bill 
which  has  passed  the  Hoase,  and  will  take  but 
a  moment.  ^ 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as'  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  directs  the  payment  to  the 
children  of  John  M.  Baker,  deceased,  late 
United  States  consul  at  Rio  Janeiro,  the  sum 
of  $1,666  67,  for  his  services  as  acting  charg6 
d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of 
Brazil,  in  the  year  1884. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CUSTOMS  TABIfF  LCGI8LATI0N. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Print: 
iog,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolution  to  print 
ac&itional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  have  directed  me  to 
report  it  back  with  an  amendment,  and  ask  for 
its  present  consideration. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  following  resolution : 

Resohedt  (the  Hoiue  of  Representatives  oonour- 
rins.)  That  seven  thousand  copies  of  the  report  of 
£dwaT<d  Yoancr.  ehief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistios,  on 
customs  tariif  lesislation,  be  printed,  four  thoueand 
for  the  House,  two  thousand  for  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand,  bound,  for  the  use  of  the  Treasury. 

The  amendment  of  the  committee  was  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  word  '*  resolved''  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

That  there  be  printed  three  thousand  additional 
copies  of  appendix  A  to  the  report  of  the  chief  of 
the  Bureau  of  Statistios  on  onstoms  tariff  legislation, 
si  vine  a  comparative  statement  of  the  rates  of  duties 
and  imports  under  the  several  tariff  acts  from  1788 
to  1870,  both  inclusive,  two  thousand  of  which  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one  thousand  for 
the  use  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

DEBATXS  IN  CONQIIXSS. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    I  submit  a  report  from  a 
committee  of  conference. 
The  report  was  read,  as  follows: 

The  eommittee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amendment  to  the 
bill  (8.  No.  6S1)  to  provide  for  the  reporting  and 
printing  of  the  debates  in  Congress,  having  met, 
after  nul  and  free  oonference  have  a^eed  to  rec- 
ommend, and  do  reoommend,  to  their  respeoiive 
Hoosea  as  follows : 

That  the  Senate  agree  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House,  amended  as  follows : 

Strike  out  said  amendment,  and  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following : 

See.  3.  That  no  person  shall  be  employed  as  a 
reporter  for  the  House  without  the  approval  of  the 
Speaker  of  the  House:  Protidfi,  That  it  shall  be 
the  duly  of  the  Joint  Committee  on  Public  Print- 
ing to  publish  an  advertisement  once  a  week,  for 
four  weeks,  in  one  newspaper  in  each  of  the  cities 
of  WavluMtQn.  FhU%deIphia>  New  Xork«.^o9t9B> 


Chicafo,  Cincinnati.  Louisville,  St.  Louis,  and  San 
Francisco,  inviting  proposals  in  detail  for  reporting 
and  for  printing,  togetner  and  separately,  the  de- 
bates of  the  Forty-Third,  the  Forty-Fourth,  and  the 
Forty-Fifth  Congresses,  together  or  separately,  and 
to  report  all  proposals  which  may  be  received  before 
the  designated  day.  to  Congress,  at  the  earliest  prac- 
ticable date,  with  estimates,  hereby  directed  to  be 
made  by  the  Congressional  Printer,  of  the  cost  of 
reporting  the  debates  and  of  printing  them  at  the 
GK>vernment  Printing  Office,  accompanied  by  the 
recommendations  of  the  joint  Committee  on  Public 
Printing  on  all  proposals  and  estimates  so  submit- 
ted ;  and  that  the  bills  for  soch  advertising  be  paid 
in  equal  parts  from  the  contingent  funds  of  the  Sen- 
ate und  of  the  House  of  Representatives:  And  pro- 
vided further.  That  no  debates  shall  be  reported  or 
published  at  public  expense,  after  the  close'of  the 
present  Congress,  except  upon  written  contracts  en- 
tered into  therefor  under  the  authority  of  Congress. 

H.  B.  ANTHONY. 

H.  HAMLIN. 

B.  casssrlV, 

Managm'eonthe  part  of  the  Senate. 

W.  D.  KELLET, 
JOHN  BBATTY. 
W.  B.  ARTHUR. 
Managere  on  the  part  of  the  Mouee, 

The  report  was*  concurred  in. 

REPORTS  OF  00MHITTXE8. 

Mr.  STEWART.    I  move  that  the  Senate 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
[o.  622. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  must  object  I  had  a 
bill  up  the  other  morning,  and  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Nevada  ob|ected  to  it.  I  desire 
to  have  that  considered  first.  ThatJs  the 
reason  of  mj  objection  now. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1776)  declaring  the  lands  constitating 
the  Fort  Collins  military  reservation,  in  the 
Territory  of  Colorado,  subject  to  preemption 
and  homestead  entry,  as  provided  tor  in  exist- 
ing laws,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  206)  for  the 
relief  of  Geoige  C.  Haynie,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1238)  to  re- 
move the  charge  of  desertion  miinst  Daniel 
Orner,  late  private  in  company  £t,  ninety-first 
regiment  Pennsylvania  vofanteers,  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1670)  for  the 
relief  of  Isaac  B.  Kinkead,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bUl  f  S. 
No.  582)  granting  a  pension  to  A.  D.  Caay, 
reported  adversely  thereon,  on  the  ground  that 
the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  satisfy  the  com- 
mittee that  the  disease  was  contracted  while 
the  part;^  was  in  the  service. 

The  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1199) 
granting  a  pension  to  Charlotte  Crane,  report 
adversely,  on  the  ground  that  this  lady  nils 
within  a  pretty  large  class  of  the  widows  of 
officers  and  spldiers  who  before  the  present  war 
died  in  time  of  peace,  not  from  wounds  or 
disease  contracted  during  any  previous  war. 
We  think  if  anything  is  to  be  done — and  it  is 
very  doubtful  whether  anything  ought  to  be 
done  under  existing  circumstances — it  should 
be  done  for  all,  so  as  to  give  them  equal 
justice. 

The  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  resolntipus 
of  the  Grand  ^xmy  of  the  Republic,  depart- 
ment of  Minnesota,  in  &vor  of  a  chanee  in  the 
homestead  act  relating  to  soldiers  ana  sailors 
and  an  increase  of  pensions,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  their  further  consideration; 
whicn  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  petitions  of  Cattuuine  Mid- 
dleton,  Mary  H.  Briscoe,  and  Eleanor  Tor- 
rance, widows  of  deceased  soldiers  of  the  war 
I  of.l8U2,  praying  for  an  amendment  of  the  pen- 


sion laws  extending  pensions  to  widows  who 
were  married  after  the  termination  of  the  war, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  their  further  con- 
sideration ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Maria  Smith, 
mother  of  Albion^  G.  Smith,  praying  that  she 
be  granted  a  pension,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Lysander  Wilson, 
late  private  company  B,  one  hundred  and 
eighteenth  New  York  volunteers,  praying  the 
passage  of  an  act  that  will  enable  him  to  receive 
a  pension  from  the  date  of  his  discharge,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation, which  was  ageed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same,  committee)  to  whom 
was  referred  the  biU  (S.  No.  687)  in  relation 
to  pensions^  reported  adversely  thereon,  and 
moved  its  indefinite  postponement ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee^  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Almira  Bl.  Thomp- 
son, of  New  York,  praying  payment  of  bounty 
due  for  services  rendered  by  her  son^  and  that 
she  be  allowed  a  pension,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  rarther  consideration,  upon 
the  gronnd  that  Uie  evidence  is  entirely  insuffi- 
cient to  justify  the  allowance  of  the  claim ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referr.ed  the  petition  of  Roby  F.  Place, 
praying  that  she  be  granted  arrears  of  pension, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consid- 
eration ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  widows  of  soldiers 
of  the  war  of  1812^  and  citizens  of  Easton, 
Pennsylvania,  praying  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, approved  February  14,  1871,  granting 
pensions  to  the  soldiers  of  the  war  qf  1812, 
and  to  the  widows  of  such  soldiers,  may  be  so 
amended  as  not  to  exclude  from  its  benefits 
the  widows  of  such  soldiers  who  \rere  married 
after  the  treaty  of  peace,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Jacob  E.  Schiedt, 
late  private  company  F,  one  hundred  and  nine- 
teenth Pennsylvania  volunteers,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  pension,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Abby  Baker,  oT 
Bethel,  Vermont,  for  a  special  act  of  Congress 
to  enable  her  to  draw  a  pension  from  the  date 
of  the  decease  of  her  son,  who  died  while  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  instead  of 
firom  the  date  of  her  application,  asked  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideratiou ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CORBETT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  John  Butler  Chapman,  praving  re- 
muneration for  services  rendered  and  money 
expended  in  the  Indian  service  in  the  years 
1861  and  1862,  reported  it  adversely,  and  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1201)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  Jane 
Stone,  widow  of  William  J.  Stone,  late  second 
lieutenant  thirty-seventh  Kentucky  infantry, 
reported  it  adversely,  and  moved  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill ;  which  was  greed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (R,  R.  No.  1200)  grant- 
ing apension  to  Rev.  William  H.  Rogers,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  aud  are  not 
able  to  report  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the 
bill.  My  friend  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Brown- 
low]  assures  me  it  is  a  meritorious  case.  There 
were  no  proofs  before  the  committee  subse- 
quent to  the  year  1869  tending  to  show  the 
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present  condition  of  the  petitioner.  I  there- 
fore report  Uie  same  bftck,  and  ask  that  the  bill 
may  li4  on  the  table,  wilh  a  view  of  having  it 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions, 
shonld  proof  be  furnished  in  the  future. 

The  YIGB  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
laid  on  the  tabU  to  be  rereferred  if  the  Sen- 
ator from  Tennessee  is  able  to  present  farther 
proof. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  believe  reports  from 
committees  are  now  through ,  and  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No.  522. 
It  is  a  general  bill  reported  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  object  to  unanimous 
consent. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  is 
made.    Reports  are  still  in  order. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  828)  authorizing  the 
construction  of  a  bridee  across  the  Missouri 
river  opposite  to  or  within  the  corporate  limits 
of  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska,  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  564)  for  the  relief  of  James  F.  Joy, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment,  and  snbmit- 
ted  a  report :  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  reported  an 
amendment  intended  to  be  proposed  to  the 
bill  ^H.  R.  No.  1070)  making  appropriations 
for  tne  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department 
for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1878 ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AMENDMJENT  OF  KLKCTION   LAW. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  call  up  Senate  bill  No. 
708.  I  desire  to  state  that  this  bill  is  in  refer- 
ence to  the  election  law,,  so  as  to  allow  the 
people  of  Oregon  to  vote  viva  voce,  as  they 
are  compelled  to  do  now,  as  there  is  no  ma- 
chinerv  for  voting  for  members  of  Congress 
by  ballot,  and  our  Legislature  has  not  met 
since  the  passage  of  the  election  law,  to  which 
this  is  an  amendment.  It  is  necessary,  there- 
fore, to  exempt  our  State  during  the  coming 
election  from  the  provisions  of  the  enforce- 
ment act. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  When  does  the  election 
occur? 

Mr.  CORBETT.  In  June,  and  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  bill  should  be  put  on  its  passage 
immediately.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
consider  it  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Has  it  been 
reported  by  a  committee  ? 

Mr.  CORBETT.  It  has  been  reported 
favorably  by  t^e  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Is  there  anything  in  it 
except  that  one  point? 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Only  that  one  point ;  that 
is  all. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  793)  to  amend  an  act 
approved  February  28,  1871,  amending  an  act 
approved  Ma;^  81,  1870,  entitled  ^^An  act  to 
enforce  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  vote  in  the  several  States  of  this 
Union,  and  for  other  purposes.' '  The  bill 
proposes  to  amend  section  nineteen  of  an  act 
to  amend  an  act  approved  May  81,  1870,  en- 
titled *^An  act  to  enforce  the  rights  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the  several 
States  of  this  Union,  and  for  other  purposes/' 
and  amended  act  approved  February  28,  1871 ; 
80  as  to  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  19.  That  all  votes  for  ReprosentativM  in  Con- 
gress shall  hereafter  be  by  written  or  printed  ballot, 
.any  law  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing; and  all  votes  received  or  recorded  contrary  to 
the  proTisions  of  thia  section  shall  be  of  none  eneot. 

But  the  section  is  not  to  apply  to  any  State 
voting  otherwise  whose  elections  for  Repre- 
sentatives occur  previous  to  the  regular  mee^ 


ingof  its  Legislature  next  afler  the  approval  of 
the  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILLS  INTRODUCBD. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  880)  for  the  benefit  of  Charles  M. 
Briggs ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  1}e  printed. 

Mr:  BAYARD  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained^  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  881)  to  provide  for  the  abatement  or  re- 
payment of  taxes  on  distilled  spirits  in  bond 
destroyed  by  casualty ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SAWYER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  882)  to  aathoriza  the  'settlement  of  the 
claim  of  the  Wilmington  and  Manchester  Rail- 
road Company ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  888)  to  authorize  the  constouction  of 
a  pneumatic  tube  road  between  the  cities  of 
New  York  and  New  Orleans ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table,  and  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
884)  for  the  relief  of  the  sureties  of  Frederick 
Boehmler,  of  the  State  of  Iowa;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and,  with  the  accom- 
panying papers,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  885)  to  reimburse  George  S.  Fisher  for 
losses  sustained  in  the  building  and  burning 
up  of  the  consulate  of  the  United  States  at 
Kanagawa,  Japan,  November  26, 1866 ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  desire  to  state  that  I 
introduce  this  bill  at  the  instance  of  the  party 
interested  without  having  examined  it  at  all. 
I  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Relations. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WEST  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  886) 
to  incorporate  the  New  Mexico  Central  Rail- 
road Company,  and  for  other  purposes:  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  tne  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
887)  to  authorize  the  building  of  the  New 
Mexico  and  GKilf  railway,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred io  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

soldiers'  IIOMESTgAP  BILL. 

Mr.  WINDOM  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing : 

RMolved,  That  five  thoosaiid  extra  coptes  of  the 
act  to  enable  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and 
sailors,  their  widows  and  orphan  children,  io  ae- 

Suire  homesteads  on  tbe  i^abltc  lands  of  the  United 
tates,  be  printed  for  the  ose  of  the  Senate. 

ORDBR  OF  »VSI»V1M. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  now  move  that  the  Senate 
resume  the  consideration  of  the  amendmetit 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  Senate  bill 
No.  666,  which  was  under  consideration  during 
the  morning  hour  yesterday. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
further  morning  business 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  have  a  resolution  to 
offer. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  has  pri- 
ority. 


EXPBMBBS  OF  CLAYTOST  COMMITTKE. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    I  offer  the  following  reso- 

l<ition : 

Jt^*olv9d,  That  the  sum  of  |3,000»  or  so  mach 
thereof  as  ma^  beneeessarv  for  the  ezpeiues  of  the 
committee  to  investigate  the  charges  against  Hod. 
'  Powell  Clattoh.  is  nerebv  directed  to  be  paid  oat 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  Senate  under  the 
order  of  the  chairman  of  said  eommittee,  the 
Yonchers  therefor  to  be  approved  by  the  Committee 
to  Audit  and  Control  the  Contingent  Expenses  of 
the  Senate. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  is  reported , 
the  Chair  supposes^  by  the  select  committee. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    Yes,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  is  an  appro- 

g nation  out  of  the  contingent  fand,  and  it  will 
e  regarded  as  having  been  read  three  times, 
and  the  question  is  on  its  passage. 
The  resolution  was  passed. 

ACCOUNTS  OF  RBUBES  B.  UATCU. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  wish  to  offer  a  resolution, 
and  to  ask  for  its  present  consideration.  I 
send  it  to  the  desk  and  ask  that  it  be  read,  and 
I  shall  then  very  briefly  explain  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  reonire 
unanimous  consent,  as  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin obtained  the  floor  a  moment  since  to 
call  up  the  St.  Croix  and  Bayfield  railroad 
bill. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  This  will  take  bot  a  mo- 
ment. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  resolation,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Retched,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be. 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Senata 
the  papers  relating  to  the  final  settlement  of  the 
account  of  Reuben  B.  Hatch,  late  qaartermastcr 
Of  the  United  States  volnnteer  service  daring  the 
late  rebellion,  for  the  purpose  of  having  them  ex- 
amined before  and  in  presence  of  some  proper  com- 
mittee, with  a  view  of  aseertaininf  the  value  of  the 
services  performed  by  the  acrent  m  settling  np  the 
•ooonnt. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  will  state  very  briefly  the 
reason  for  this  resolution.  A  suit  ia  now  pend- 
ing in  Illinois.  An  agent  here  who  settled 
'the  accounts  of  Reuben  B.  Batch,  a  quarter- 
master in  the  United  States  service,  who  died 
recentlv^  has  filed  a  bill  or  presented  a  claim 
for,  I  think,  $5,000  for  setthoe  the  accounts. 
The  witnesses  here  who  were  the  attorneys  of 
the  widow  have  asked  to  examine  the  papers 
so  that  they  may  testify  as  to  the  value  of  the 
service,  but  they  have  been  refused  that  oppor 
tunity  on  account  of  a  rule  established  in  the 
Treasury  Department  that  no  papers  are  per- 
mitted to  be  examined  by  any  person  except 
the  officers  of  the  Department.  I  have  asked 
the  Secretary  and  the  officers  who  have  itie 
papers  to  let  them  be  examined,  and  it  has 
Dceu  refhsed.  The  object  of  the  resolution  is 
to  have  the  papers  brought  to  the  Senate  and 
referred  to  such  committee  as  the  Senate  may 
think  proper,  and  then,  in  the  presence  of  the 
chairman  of  that  committee  or  any  one  else 
deemed  necessary,  the  attorneys  here  may  ex- 
amine the  papers  and  see  the  amoant  of  labor 
performed  by  that  agent,  so  as  to  be  able  to 
testify  as  to  the  value  of  his  aervices.  It  is 
thought  that  hif  chaise  is  exorbitant ;  I  cer- 
tainly think  60  myself;  I  am  no  witness ;  but 
the  attornevs  are,  who  can  be  called  for  that 
purpose.  The  desire  simply  is  to  have  the 
papers  examined  by  such  persons  as  may  be 
named  by  the  attorneys  of  this  widow,  who 
resides  in  Quincy,  Illinois,  that  they  may  testify 
as  to  the  valne  of  the  services  of  this  agent. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objection 
to  the  present  consideration  of  this  resolution  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  object,  for  1 
think  it  is  right;  but  I  think  we  shonld  call  for 
copies  rather  than  for  original  papers. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
change,  but  I  think  the  records  might  be  sent 
here  very  read  ily.  I  presume  it  wil i  take  some 
time  to  copy  them. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  the  official  files  of 
the  Treasaiy  Department  onght  not  to  be  taken 
out.  They  might  bo  lost.  Theycan  take  copies. 


1872. 


THE  COJiTGRESSIOKAL  GLOBE. 


201^ 


Mr.  LOGAN.  There  ooght  to  be  some  way 
in  which  they  coald  be  examined. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
resolution. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
moves  to  amend  by  adding  *  ^  or  official  copies. ' ' 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No,  to  sabstitnte  *' offi- 
cial copies. '^ 

Mr.  LOGAN.  SQp{M>Be  you  say  '*  or  official 
copies,''  80  that  if  the  Secretary  thinks  proper 
to  send  the  original  he  can  do  so? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Very  well. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution 
will  be  so  modified. 

The  resoltttioth  was  agreed  to. 

ST.  CitOiX  AMD  SUPEUIOR  RAILUOAD. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  now  call  up  the  Bayfield 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  moves  that  the  Seoate  resume 
the  consideration  of  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  St.  Croix  and 
Bayfield  railroad  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to :  and  tlie  Senate 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  amendment 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  bill 
(S.  No.  5C5)  to  extend  the  time  to  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  to  complete  a  road  from  Lake 
St.  Croix  to  Lake  Superior. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  [Mr.  Casssrlt]  is  entitled  to 
the  floor,'  the  pending  question  being  on  his 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  which  was  entertained 
yesteraay  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Upon  reading  the  entire 
debate  in  the  Globe  this  morning,  for  I  was 
not  able  yesterday  to  hear  a  considerable  part 
of  it,  it  seems  to  me  that  I  should  not  any 
longer  stand  in  the  way  of  the  course  which 
the  Senate  evidently  desires  to  take.  The 
vote  yesterday  against  concurring  was  quite 
decided.  I  prefer  to  avail  myself  of  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
directly  in  front  of  the  Chair,  [Mr.  Garpex- 
TER,]  that  I  should  offer  my  amendment  to  the 
House  amendment  and  ask  to  have  it  read 
and  printed,  and  referred  with  the  papers  to 
the  committee  of  conference.  I  will  there- 
fore offer  this  amendment  and  ask  to  have  it 
read,  printed,  and  referred  to  the  committee 
of  conference,  if  one  be  appointed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  modifies  bis  amendment,  and 
asks  to  have  it  printed  and  referred  without 
instructions  to  the  committee  of  conference 
if  the  Senate  and  House  shall  appoint  one. 
If  the  Senator  from  California  will  send  up 
his  amendment  as  modified  it  will  be  read  to 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  wish  to  state  that  that 
includes  the  whole  of  an -amendment  which  I 
understand  is  acceptable  to  the  settlers  upon 
the  tract  of  country  in  question. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
will  be  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as 

follows: 

And  he  it  further  provided.  That  the  United  States 
fhall  refund  to  every  person  who  has  lawfully 
acquired  any  of  the  lands  in  the  even^ntrmherea 
s«eCtoiia  within  the  limits  of  the  Bant  h«reby  de* 
clared  forfeited  the  money  received  therefor  by  the 
United  States,  and  upon  such  repaymeol  by  the 
United  States,  soeh  lande  shall  beoOinet>tfblie  lands 
and  be  subject  to  th^  aoracitead  laws  of  tfao  United 
States  as  hereinbefore  provided;  or,  at  the  option 
of  each  person,  shall  allow  htm  to  enter  an  equal 
asDoant  of  laad  from  tlio  adjoiaioff  odd-iiuoibered 
seetioDS  without  mahint  further,  payment  to  tin 
United  States;  and  it  shall  also  be  lawful  for  any 

fierton  who  has  heretofore  taken  up  and  entered 
aad  in  said  evon-aaoibered  soctiofis  nad^r  the  laws 
comnonly  known  as  the  hoMostaad  laws  to  take  ap 
and  enter  such  an  additioaal  quantity  of  Jaad  in 
the  adjoiniof  even-numbered  sections,  not  miDerat 
t>r  reserved,  as  shall  make  the  entire  attomit  Of  lad^ 
so  entered  and  taken  up  by  such  povson  under  said 
liomestead  laws  equal  to  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  withoat  payment  to  the  United  Scstto  there- 
for. And  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  Aall  make 
*il  noedfal  rules  and  reculatleaa  for  Qmrrfins  these 
j>rovfsIons  into  effect;  and  the  money  hereby  pro* 
-vided  to  be  paid  shall  bo  p^  out  of  any  money  in 
abe  Treasury  noi  otherwise  appropriated. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  will  be 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  Chair  will  stale, 
as  objections  are  sometimes  made  by  either 
House  where  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the 
other  are  supposed  to  be  in  any  way  instructed, 
it  not  bein;  then  a  free  conference,  that  if  the 
Senator  from  California  has  no  objection,  this 
,  "^ill  b6  regntt!^  as  beiiig  brought  to  the  notice 
of  the  conference  committee  through  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  rather  than  to  be  formally 
referred. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Tes,  sir.  The  President 
will  remember  that  I  expressly  declified  to  ask 
any  instructions. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  so 
stated,  in  order  that  there  should  be  no  objec- 
tion in  the  othfer  House  to  anything  like  in- 
structions. The  Senate  having  disagreed  to 
the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, the  question  recurs  on  the  remaining 
part  of  the  motiou  for  a  conference.  Will  the 
Senate  ask  for  a  cpnfereiice  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  ? 

The  motioli  was  a^eed  to ;  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  the  Vice  President  was  author- 
ized to  appoint  the  conferees  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate ;  and  Messrs.  Carpenter,  Pome- 
ROT,  and  Keixt  were  appoizited. 

COAL  LANDS. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  move  now  that  the 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate 
bill  No.  622,  the  coal-land  bill.  I  will  state 
that  this  is  a  bill  which  has  been  prepared  a/t 
the  Department  with  grea4  care,  and  nas  been 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  Pablio  Landt. 
i  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  preparation  of 
the  bill,  but  I  believe  that  it  is  a  good  bill. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  only  objection  1  have 
to  taking  up  this  bill  now  is  that  I  have  left  a 
letter  with  the  Department,  and  asked  t^m 
to  prepare  an  amendthent.  They  informed 
me  that  the  bill  was  now  before  tha  Senafte, 
and  that  they  would  aend  me  an  amendment 
to  cover  the  coal  lands  in  our  State,  where 
they  have  been  reported  as  agricultural  in 
some  instances,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
price  being  twenty  dollars  an  acre  there  are 
not  many  taken.np. 

Mr.  STEWART.  That  would  be  special 
legislation.  This  is  a  general  bill,  and  1  hope 
it  will  be  taken  up.  It  is  important  that  we 
have  general  legislation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  It  is  imporUnt  that  there 
should  be  legislation  on  it,  but  I  should  like  to 
have  the  aniendment  inserted  which  I  sent  for 
and  expect  to-day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  merits  of 
the  bill  cannot  be  debated  on  the  motion  to 
take  up. 

The  motion  was  (q;reed  to ;  and  the  bill  (S. 
No.  622)  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  lands 
of  the  unitea  Stat^ls  Oontaining  coal  was  con- 
sidered as  in  Gommilteo  of  the  Whole. 

The  first  section  provides  that  aay  person 
above  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  is  a  citi- 
zen of  the  united  States,  or  who  has  declared 
hh  intention  to  become  such,  or  any  association 
of  persons  sevetally  so  qualified,  shall  anon  ap- 
plication to  the  register  of  th^  proper  lanoi  office, 
nave  thd  right  to  enter,  by  legal  subdivisions, 
any  quantrtyof  vacant  coal  lands  of  the  Unitea 
States  not  otherwise  appropriated  or  reserved 
by  competent  authority,  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  such  individual 
per8<h),  or  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  to 
such  association,  upon  piiymentto  the  receiver 
of  not  less  than  ten  dollars  per  acre  for  such 
land^,  where  the  same  shiill  be  situated  more 
than  fifteen  miles  fVom  any  completed  railroad, 
and  not  less  than  twenty  dollars  per  acre  for 
such  landB  as  shall  be  within  fifteen  miles  of 
such  road. 

The  second  [Section  declares  tiiat  any  person 
or  astociation  of  person^  severally  qualified  as 
above,  who  have  opened  and  improved,  or 
shall  hereafter  open  and  improve,  any  coal 
mine  or  mines  upon  the  public  lands,  and  shall 
be  in  actual  pomesslon  of  the  same,  shall  be 


entitled  to  a  preference  rieht  of  entry  under 
the  foregoingprovisions  of  we  mines  so  opened 
and  improved.  When  any  association  of  not 
less  than  four  persons,  severally  qualified  as 
in  section  one  shall  have  expended  not  less 
than  $5,000  in  working  and  improving  any 
such  mine  or  mines,  the  association  may  enter 
not  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  in- 
cluding their  mining  improvements. 

By  the  third  section,  all  claims  under  sec- 
tion two  must  be  presented  to  the  register  of 
the  proper  land  district  within  sixty  days  afler 
the  date  of  actual  possession  and  the  com- 
mencement of  improvements  on  the  land,  by 
the  filing  of  a  declaratory  statement  therefor ; 
but  when  the  township  plat  is  not  on  file  at 
the  date  of  such  improvement,  filing  must  be 
made  within  sixty  days  from  the  receipt  of 
such  plat  at  the  district  office ;  and  where  the 
improvements  shall  have  been  made  prior  to 
the  expiration  of  three  months  from  tne  pas- 
sage or  the  act,  sixty  days  from  the  expiration 
of  the  three  months  are  to  be  allowed  for 
the  filing  of  a  declaratory  statement,  and  no 
sale  under  the  provisions  of  the  act  is  to  be 
allowed  until  the  expiration  of  six  months  from 
its  date. 

The  fourth  section  declares  that  the  act  shall 
be  held  to  authorize  only  one  entry  by  the  same 
person  or  association  of  persons  under  its  pro- 
visions ;  and  all  persons  claiming  under  sec- 
tion two  are  to  be  required  to  prove  their  re- 
sjtective  rights  and  pay  for  the  lands  filed  upon 
within  one  year  from  the  time  prescribed  for 
filing  their  respective  claims  ;  and  upon  fail- 
ure to  file  the  proper  notice,  to  pay  for  the 
land  within  the  required  period,  the  same 
shall  be  subject  to  entiry  by  any  otner  qualified 
applicant. 

The  fifth  section  provides  that  in  case  of 
confiicting  claims  upon  surveyed  lands  where 
the  improvements  shall  be  hereafter  com- 
menced, prioritv  of  possession  and  improve- 
ment, followed  by  proper  filing  and  continued 
good  faith,  shall  determine  the  preference 
right  to  purchase.  Upon  unsurveyed  lands, 
and  also  where  improvements  have  already 
been  made  at  the  date  of  the  passage  of  the 
act  upon  surveyed  land,  division  of  the  land 
claimed  may  be  made  by  legal  subdivisions, 
to  include,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  valuable 
improvements  of  the  respective  parties;  and 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
is  authorized  to  issue  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  for  carrying  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  Delegates  from  the 
Territories  have  made  a  suggestion  of  aa 
amendment,  accompanied  by  a  letter  explan- 
atory of  it,  in  which  I  think  they  are  correct* 
They  think  the  bill  should  be  applied  to  un- 
surveyed as  well  as  surveyed  lands.  I  move, 
therefore,  in  section  five,  line  one,  to  strike 
out  the  word  ''  surveyed ;''  in  line  five  to  strike 
out  the  words  '*  upon  unsurveyed  lands,"  and 
in  line  seven  to  strike  out  '*  upon  surveyed 
land.''  These  verbal  amendments  will  have 
the  effect  of  making  the  section  apply  to  un- 
surveyed as  well  as  surveyed  lands. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Is  this  bill  reported 
from  a  committee  ? 

Mr.  STEWART.  Yes,  sir;  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  liands. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Let  the  amendment  be 
read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  report  the  fifth  section  as  it  will  stand  if 
the  amendmettts  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Nevada  are  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  foUows : 

Sao.  6.  That  in  ease  of  eonflietintf  otaims  upon 
lands  where  tlie  improvemeata  shall  be  hereafter 
oommenoed,  priority  of  posseiieion  aad  improvo- 
ment,  folfowed  by  proper  fliioir  and  continued  rood 
faith,  ahall  determine  the  preferenee  risht  to  pur* 
obase ;  and  also  where  improvemeDts  have  already 
been  made  at  the  date  of  the  passase  of  tbis  act, 
division  of  th<e  land  claimed  may  be  mado  by  legal 
sttbdlvisions>  to  inelade,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  val- 
uable improvomenlB  of  therespeeUve  aarties;  and 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  shall 
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be.  and  ia  hereby,  aathorised  to  iBSue  all  needful 
rmes  and  rMulations  for  oarryinr  into  effect  the 
proTifliona  of  this  act. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  have  not  the  bill 
before  me,  but  1  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  that 
part  of  it  relating  to  the  price  per  acre. 

Mr.  GASSERLY.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  have  a  verbal  amendment  made  in 
order  to  have  the  language  sensible  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  In  line  seven  of  section 
four  the  word  ^^or"  is  in  the  wrong  place. 
It  should  come  in  after  the  word  *' notice'' 
and  be  stricken  out  after  the  word  '^period." 

Mr.  STEWART.  That  correction  should 
be  made. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  verbal 
amendment  will  be  regarded  as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  wish  to  correct  the 
phraseology  so  that  there  shall  be  no  mistake 
about  it.  The  fifth  section  says,  '*  in  case  of 
conflictioff  claims  upon  surveyed  lands. ' '  That 
may  be  held  to  mean  agricultural  lands  and 
all  kinds  of  lands.  I  think  it  should  read, 
'4n  case  of  conflicting  claims  upon  lands  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act." 

Mr.  STEWART.    That  is  right. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  move  to  insert  after 
the  word  ''lands"  the  word  "surveyed,'* 
having  now  stricken  out  *' provided  for  by  this 
act:"  so  that  the  section  snail  be  confined  to 
coal  lands. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  that  amendment  will  be  recorded  as 
agreed  to.    The  morning  hour  has  expired. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  ask  for  a  vote  upon 
this  bill  now. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  have  any  objection  to  it ;  but  it  is  ap- 
parent that  it  is  a  very  important  bill,  and  it 
ought  to  be  explained. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  think  the  best  explana- 
tion would  be  the  letter  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  We  have  not 
had  that.  I  do  not  want  to  be  eternally  object- 
iog  to  what  is  going  on  here  in  the  morning 
hour,  constantly  bringing  up  bills  which  are 
not  explained.  It  seems  to  be  taken  for  granted 
that  anything  relating  to  the  public  domain  is 
to  go  through  as  a  matter  of  course,  no  matter 
how  much  land  it  involves.  When  a  bill  of 
that  description  is  brought  up,  it  seems  to  be 
taken  for  granted  that  it  is  to  go  through  when 
anybody  gets  the  floor  to  call  itup,*  We  seem 
to  have  got  into  a  chronic  habit  on  that  sub- 
ject. I  think  it  is  wrong.  I  do  not  know  that 
X  have  the  slightest  objection  to  the  bill,  but  it 
relates  to  a  large  subject ;  it  is  a  very  import- 
ant bill  which  allows  the  disposition  of  all  the 
coal  lands  in  this  country  on  the  public  do- 
main. I  do  not  know  but  that  that  is  a  good 
thing  to  do.  Perhaps  it  is ;  perhaps  the  terms 
and  conditions  on  wnich  it  is  proposed  here  to 
be  done  are  all  right ;  but  I  submit  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  that  it  is  not  ^uite  fi&ir  to  the 
Senate  to  call  up  such  a  bill  within  ten  minutes 
of  the  close  of  the  morning  hour  and  ask  that 
that  bill  shall  be  passed  without  the  slightest 
explanation  in  the  world. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Maine  that  that  bill 
is  not  now  before  the  Senate.  The  tariff  bill 
is  before  the  Senate,  unless  it  shall  be  set 
aside. 
Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  beg  pardon. 
Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  make 
this  remark  to  my  friend  from  Maine- 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Th6  tariff  bill 
is  before  the  Senate,  but  the  Chair  will  recog- 
nize the  Senator  from  Nevada  as  entitled  to 
the  floor  on  that  bill. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  say  to  my  friend 
from  Maine  that  while  we  would  be  glad  to 
give  an  explanation  of  this  bill  at  great  length, 
and  while  I  would  be  willing  to  give  any  ex- 
planation privately  to  him  at  great  length,  it  is 
rather  hard  that  we  should  not  have  time  for 


the  consideration  of  general  legislation  recom- 
mended by  the  proper  Department,  and  which 
is  necessary  to  the  ordinary  carrying  on  of 
business. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  the  Senator 
is  alluding  to  me,  it  is  all  gratuitous.  That  is 
all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Innderstpod  the  Senator 
was  lecturing  me  for  trying  to  press  this  bill 
through. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  was  not  lec- 
turing the  Senator  at  all.  I  was  standing  here 
as  a  Senator  exercising  my  rights. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  call  for  the  regular 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  desires  the  Chair  to  recall 
the  discussion  to  the  free  list  of  the  tariff,  which 
is  the  question  regularly  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  thought  the 
Chair  seemed  to  remind  me  of  it  and  then 
allowed  the  Senator  from  Nevada  to  go  on 
lecturing  me  on  the  subject. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  did 
not  remind  the  Senator  from  Maine  until  after 
•he  supposed  the  Senator  had  concluded  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  am  very  much 
obliged  to  the  Chair,  and  make  my  apologies, 
and  suppose  that  is  the  end  of  it. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Now  I  desire  to  make 
my  apology.     My  apology  is 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Both  Senators 
having  stated  their  point,  the  Chair  will 
receive  the  acknowledgments  of  both.  The 
question  before  the  Senate,  however,  is,  will 
tne  Senate  concur  in  the  free  list  reported  from 
the  Senate  acting  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  upon  the  tariff  bill? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  desire  to  make  a  report 
from  a  conference  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
receive  it. 

TRANSPOBTATION  IN  BOND. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  submitted  the  following 

report : 

The  committee  of  confereooe  on  the  disaffreoioff 
votei  of  the  two  Hoojes  on  the  hill  (H.  R.  No.  1390) 
to  amend  the  thirty-seoond  seotion  of  an  aot  enti- 
tled "  An  sot  to  rednoe  internal  tazet,  and  for  other 
pnrposei."  approved  July  14, 1870.  having  met,  after 
full  and  free  conference  have  agreed  to  recommend, 
and  do  recommend,  to  their  respective  Honsei  as 
follows : 

That  the  Honse  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  a^roe  to  the 
same  with  the  following  amendment : 

Add  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  the  words 
"or  from  low   water,   ice,  or   other  unavoidahle 
obstmotion  to  navigation." 
And  the  Senate  agree  to  the  same. . .    . 

JOHN  SHBRMAN. 
LYMAN  TRUMBliLL, 
FRANK.  P.  BLAIR. 
Managera  on  the  part  €^f  the  Senate, 

H.  L.  BAWBS. 
a.  A.  FINEELNBnRQ. 
B.  8.  OOX, 
Managere  on  the  part  of  the  Homee, 

The  report  was  concnrred  in. 

TBA  AND  GOPrBB  DUTIES. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideratioQ  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1537)  to  repeal  existing 
duties  on  tea  and  coffee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
before  the  Senate  is  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  adding  to  this  bill  the  free  list  to  be 
found  printed  on  from  page  7  to  page  20  in- 
clusive of  the  amendment  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  to  House  bill  No.  178. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  suppose  the  Senate  will 
want  to  take  that  question  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  yeas  and 
nays  have  already  been  ordered. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  There  is  a  duplicaUoo  of 
the  same  subject  in  two  lines,  as  to  which  my 
colleague  has  an  amendment  to  propose. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  On  page  19, 
this  list  reads.  '*  Timber,  round  and  unmann* 
factured.''  On  page  16  is  snbstantiallv  the 
same  languace:  ''Logs  and  round  and  un- 
manufactured timber.'^    I  move  to  strike  out 


on  page  19  the  words  *' timber,  round  and 
unmanufactured. ' ' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection, 
except  that  it  is  now  on  the  tariff  list  in  two 
forms;  I  suppose  rather  for  convenience  of 
reference. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  .move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting in  the  proper  alphabetical  place  on  the 
free  list  ^'caroon  or  petrolenm-oil,  shale-oii. 
and  the  residuum  of  petroleum." 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Has  the  Sen- 
ator any  reason  for  that? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  My  reason  for  that  is  that 
we  do  not  want  to  tax  the  poor  man^s  light, 
if  we  can  help  it,  any  more  than  the  poor 
man's  salt. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  trust  no 
such  amendment  as  that  will  prevail.  We 
have  a  veiy  ample  field  for  the  prodaction  of 
this  article,  ana  I  am  by  no  means  in  favor 
of  givin|[  our  brothers  on  the  other  side  of 
the  line  in  Canada  the  privileges  of  this  Unios 
until  they  belong  to  it.  If  they  have  fot  sb&le 
and  petroleum  oils  on  that  side,  let  them  find 
a  market  for  their  products  at  home,  and  not 
expect  to  receive  the  benefits  here  of  our  mar 
ket  without  any  taxation  whatever.  If  ther 
shall  be  allowed  to  come  in  free,  of  coarse 
you  might  as  well  repeal  the  whole  duties  in 
reference  to  petroleum  and  all  the  articles 
that  are  connected  therewith ;  but  I  trust  do 
such  amendment  will  prevail. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  think  that  there  is  noth 
ing  which  needs  protection  leas,  perhaps,  thsn 
the  production  of  petroleum.  I  think  yoa 
cannot  find  within  tne  United  States  another 
thirtv  miles  square  producing  one  qoarter  so 
much  wealth  as  the  thirty  miles  aqoare  which 
produce  petroleum  in  this  country.  It  is  cer- 
tainly a  very  profitable  business,  and  I  can 
see  no  reason  why  the  people  of  this  country 
should  be  taxed  in  order  to  increase  the  profits 
of  that  region.  I  think  it  is  amply  aole  to 
protect  itself.  Petrolenm  is  the  poor  man's 
light  all  over  the  country,  and  as  that  is  whst 
we  are  now  legislating  for,  I  am  in  favor  of 
carrying  it  a  little  further. 

Mr.  BORE  MAN.  If  we  proceed  to  add 
articles  of  this  character  to  the  free  list,  it 
seems  to  me  there  would  be  no  end  to  that 
list.  ^In  answer  to  the  Senator  from  MId- 
nesota,  I  will  say  that  if  there  is  any  article 
which  ought  to  be  protected,  it  seems  to  me 
it  is  the  very  article  which  he  wishes  to  exempt 
In  some  instances  the  getting  of  petroleum  is 
no  doubt  profitable,  but  I  ventnre  to  say  that 
it  is  the  most  hazardous  business  in  this 
countxy.  There  has  been  more  capital  sunk 
in  the  efforts  to  get  petrolenm  than  in  any 
other  business  in  proportion  to  the  efforts 
made.  And  in  vidw  of  these  facts,  if  say 
production  is  to  receive  encouragement  and 
protection  in  this  countxy,  it  seems  to  me 
that  this  is  one  of  the  articles  which  should  Dot 
be  put  upon  the  free  list.  If  yon  open  thij 
flood-gate,  then  the  friends  of  protection  who 
are  interested  in  this  particular  matter  will. 
it  may  be,  insist  upon  other  articles  being 
made  free  that  will  not  be  so  much  approfea 
of  by  gentlemen  who  vote  to  put  this  produc- 
tion upon  the  free  list. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota  will  include  a  great 
multitude  of  manafactured  arUcles  which  are 
the  residuum  of  petroleum.  There  are  a  great 
many  articles  manufactured  from  petroleum. 
This  would  only  operate  for  the  benefit  of  s 
small  region  of  a  foreign  country  that  wooid 
have  the  benefit  of  onr  market  without  pajiag 
our  taxes.  I  trust  the  free  list  will  not  be 
extended  in  this  direction. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  My  object  is  not  to  faror 
any  region  in^  Canada,  but  it  is  to  favor  the 
people  of  this  country.  The  Senator  from 
West  Virginia  savs  that  perhaps  diere  has  been 
more  money  sunk  in  the  efforts  to  obtain  oil 
than   in  anything  else.    I  agree  that  if  you 
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coant  the  money  spent  in  specnlattve  times,  in 
1865,  in  searching  for  it,  that  may  be  true ;  bnt 
it  is  now  as  legitimate  a  business  as  any  other 
business,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  from  the  re« 
ports  I  have  received,  a  very  profitable  one. 
If  I  am  not  mistaken  in  the  figures,  from  a 
territory  only  between  thirty  and  fort^  miles 
square,  $20,000,000  a  year  of  this  article  are 
produced.  As  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
BQggests  that  this  will  not  reduce  the  price  of 
the  article,  I  can  see  no  object  whatever  in 
keepine  this  tax  on  it.  Certainly,  if  there  is 
not  to  be  a  sufficient  importation  to  reduce 
the  price,  there  is  no  necessity  and  can  be 
no  ooject  in  making  the  people  of  this  tonn- 
try  pay  the  tax  simply  for  the  benefit  of 
these  producers  who  do  not  need  this  protec- 
tion. I  am  willio^  to  strike  out  the  words  as 
to  the  residuum  if  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
desires  it,  and  confine  the  amendment  simply 
to  petroleum  oil. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  think  it  ought 
to  be  made  free  in  any  form. 

y  r.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  do  not  like 
to  consume  much  time  upon  this  question. 
Every  one  understands  that  petroleum  fur- 
nishes the  cheapest  light  in  the  world.  Not 
even  a  tallow  candle  is  as  cheap  in  proportion 
to  the  light  afforded  as  petroleum.  There  is 
nothing  on  the  globe  that  has  yet  been  discov- 
ered which  is  so  cheap  as  this  article.  I  do 
not  suppose  that  the  making  of  it  free  would 
affect  tne  price  of  it  one  iota;  but  it  might 
affect  thepocketsof  speculators  who  own  some 
wells  in  a  foreign  land ;  they  might  thereby 
be  benefited ;  and  it  is  the  first  of  a  series  of 
the  same  class  of  questions  that  will  come 
here,  provided  this  be  admitted.  The  question 
is  whether  we  will  begin  piecemeal  little  by 
Httle,  until  we  enact  the  whole  of  the  reci- 
procity treaty  with  the  Canadian  dominion.  I 
am  against  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota to  the  amendment  made  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  •CHANDLER.  There  seems  to  be  a 
great  desire  on  the  part  of  some  gentlemen  in 
this  body  to  benefit  poor  men.  They  found 
yesterday  a  place  where  they  could  benefit  the 
poor  man  to  the  amount  of  one  and  eight 
tenths  cent  per  head.  The  Senators  from 
Looisiaoa  thought  their  constituents  were 
greatly  injured  by  being  compelled  to  pay  that 
enormous  tax  on  salt.  I  find  on  examination 
that  the  people  of  Michigan  are  very  much 
oppressed  by  the  taxes  they  are  compelled  to 
pay  on  sugar  and  molasses,  and  as  I  am  very 
much  inclined  to  benefit  the  poor  of  this 
country,  I  move  after  line  three  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  to  insert  ''sugar  and  molasses," 
so  as  to  add  those  articles  to  the  free  list. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  free  list  in  ioto}  I  do 
not  believe  in  a  free  list  at  all,  but  inasmuch 
as  there  seems  to  be  a  determination  to  ben- 
efit the  poor  men  of  the  country  by  a  free  list, 
I  want  to  make  it  as  liberal  as  possible.  I 
find  that  every  man,  woman,  and  child  in  the 
United  States  consumes  more  pounds  of  sugar 
than  of  salt.  They  would  be  benefited  by 
this.  While  the  salt  duty  so  greatly  oppresses 
the  poor  men  of  Louisiana  by  a  tax  of  ooe  and 
eight  tenths  cent,  I  find  that  my  constituent 
woald  be  benefitted  to  the  amount  of  about  half 
a  dollar  a  head  bv  taking  the  duties  off  sugar  and 
molaases,  and  this  great  benefit  I  am  exceed- 
ingly anxious  to  furnish  to  the  poor  neople  of 
the  United  States  at  once.  I  therefore  move 
to  add  sQgar  and  molasses  to  the  free  list 

Mr.  EBLLOQO  and  Mr.  WEST  addressed 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  have  voted  down  salt. 
I  think  we  will  vote  down  sugar.    Let  us  vote. 

Mr.  WEST.  I  rose  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  how  he  proposes  to  derive  the  reve- 
nue of  the  Goantiy  if  he  is  going  to  take 
$80,000,000  away  in  this  way  ?  If  he  will  show 


us  how  we  can  dispense  with  $80,000,000,  I 
may  perhaps  vote  for  hia  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  was  a  liUle 
surprised  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
say  he  was  opposed  to  this  whole  list,  for  I 
think  there  is  no  person,  whether  he  be  a  free- 
trader, a  revenue  reformer,  or  a  protectionist, 
who  will  not  agree  that  nearly  every  article 
mentioned  in  this  free  list  is  a  proper  one  to 
be  made  free.  So  far  as  the  proposition  now 
pending  is  concerned,  I  suppose  it  is  merely 
a  Roland  for  the  Oliver  ot  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana,  and  it  is  a  very  fair  one,  bnt  I  trust 
it  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  PRBLINGHUYSBN.  There  may  be 
a  reason  thoup;h  wby  everybody  ought  to  be 
opposed  to  this  free  list,  although  all  is  true 
that  the  Senator  from  Vermont  says.  My  own 
opinion  of  this  free  list,  and  of  the  second 
section  which  has  been  added,  is  that  the 
probable  result  of  adding  this  free  list  is  to 
jeopardize  the  bill  that  came  from  the  House, 
ana  I  am  satisfied  the  result,  if  we  persist  in 
adding  this  second  section,  will  be  to  defeat 
the  bill  in  the  House,  and  thus  we  lose  the 
very  object  that  thirty* five  to  thirteen  are  in 
favor  of,  taking  the  duty  off  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  my  amendment.  [*^  Oh,  no  1'^]  The 
Senate  do  not  seem  disposed  to  give  me  the 
yeas  and  nays.    I  ask  for  a  division. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
divide  the  Senate.  [Putting  the  question.] 
The  noes  appear  to  have  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Now  I  should  like  the 
yea<(  and  nays. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  not  sus- 
tained. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  think  the  time  has 
about  arrived  to  settle  this  whole  tariff  ques- 
tion. I  have  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this 
body  for  fifteen  years,  and  if  there  has  been  a 
single  year  during  that  whole  fifteen  when  I 
have  not  been  compelled  to  have  this  contest 
with  New  England  I  do  not  remember  it.  The 
first  winter  I  was  here  it  was  proposed  to 
admit  foreign  wools  free  of  duty.  X  fought  that 
to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  got  beaten.  New 
England  and  the  whole  South  united  to  admit 
certain  classes  of  wool  free.  It  destroyed  our 
wool  interest  to  a  very  considerable  extent, 
and  finally  wool  became  higher  after  that 
admission  of  free  wool  than  it  was  before. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  What  year 
was  that? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  In  1858  or  1869.  Final- 
ly the  wool  question  was  settled  by  granting 
a  moderate  protection  to  the  wool-grower  and 
a  liberal  protection  to  the  woolen  manufiic- 
turer.  I  therefore  do  not  propose  to  go  into 
the  discussion  of  the  wool  and  woolen  ques- 
tion at  tbis  time. 

Here  permit  me  to  make  honorable  excep- 
tions in  New  England,  because  some  of  those 
gentlemen  have  been  consistent  protectionists 
all  the  way  through ;  and  I  may  remark  that 
if  there  has  ever  been  a  tariff  proposition 
introduced  into  this  body  which  I  have  not 
voted  for,  and  since  1859  that  my  colleague 
and  myself  have  not  voted  for,  'I  do  not 
remember  it,  no  matter  how  high  or  how 
^eat  the  increase.  I  have  been  from  the 
farst  for  the  protection  of  American  labor. 
Bot,  sir,  I  think  the  time  has  arrived  when 
that  doctrine  will  have  to  t>e  abolished,  and 
for  this  reason:  I  find  that  New  England  is 
in  the  same  situation  that  the  southern  con- 
federacy was  afler  they  had  established'  their 
government .  at  Montgomery.  All  thev  asked 
was  to  be  let  alone.  New  England  has  got 
all  the  protection  she  wants,  and  she  simply 
wants  '*to  be  let-alone.*'  The  tariffs  have 
been  prepared  with  the  duties  that  are  to  be 
taken  ofi^  by  this  free  Ibt.  I  am  opposed  to 
a  free  list  at  all.  I  want  a  general  revision 
of  the  tariff,  if  we  have  an^,  adapting  this 
free  list  to  the  present  duties  imposed  on 
manufactured  articles. 

To  go  on  with  the  contests  I  have  had,  the 


second  contest  with  New  England  (and  there 
she  was  solid ;  there  was  not!  believe  a  single 
exception,  if  there  was  I  do  not  remember  it) 
was  on  scrap  iron.  There  are  some  here  who 
will  remember  the  contest  upon  scrap  iron. 
New  England  came  up  solid  for  the  admission 
of  scrap  iron  free.  Scrap  iron  incloded  every 
waste  bar  in  the  world ;  and  it  meant  that  more 
than  a  million*  I  think  more  than  two  million 
tons  of  scrap  iron,  were  to  come  in  virtoally 
free.  Those  who  were  present  at  that  time 
will  remember  that,  I  fought  that  with  all  the 
ability  I  had,  and  finally  we  got  a  moderate 
duty  on  scrap  iron :  bnt  New  England  was  a 
unit.  No  matter  what  the  effect  would  be  on 
the  iron  interest,  no  matter  what  ruin  it  brought 
upon  the  miners  of  Pennsylvania,  it  would 
build  up  some  little  village  in  New  England ; 
and  I  have  a  right  to  talk  in  this  way.  Being 
a  Yankee  myself^  I  have  a  right  to  find  a  little 
fault! 

The  next  contest  I  had  was  upon  salt.  You 
will  remember,  Mr.  President,  [Mr.  Akthont 
in  the  chair,]  for  yon  were  here,  when  a  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut,  who  has  not  been  here 
for  many  years,  introduced  a  proposition  for 
free  salt,  and  made  n  terrible  contest  over 
free  salL  New  Bngland  was  divided  bnt  the 
contest  came  from  New  England,  and  that 
contest  has  been  renewed  from  time  to  time 
from  that  day  to  this,  1  should  think  at  least 
a  dozen  times,  and  I  do  not  know  but  twenty 
times  we  have  had  this  contest  npon  salt. 
The  salt  contest  has  gone  on  for  yearsi  and 
finally  we  had  it  over  again  yesterday. 

Then,  Mr.  President,  as  yon  will  remem- 
ber, came  the  contest  over  copper.  That  lasted 
for  several  years.  It  was  present  in  this  body 
and  in  the  other  House  vear  after  year,  until 
finally  the  Conffress  of  the  United  States 
granted  us  a  smiSl  protection,  I  believe  fifteen 
per  cent.,  upon  copper.  The  effect  of  that 
protection  was  to  stimulate  production  until 
copper  went  down  within  two  years,  I  think, 
either  three  or  four  cents  a  pound. 

Mr.  KELLOQG.  Does  my  friend  mean  to 
inform  the  Senate  that  the  tariff  on  copper  is 
now  but  fifteen  per  cenL  ? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    That  is  all. 

Mr.  KBLLOOG.  How  is  it  on  all  mann- 
factored  articles  ? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    It  is  larger  on  those. 

Mr.  EELLOGK}.    How  much? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  cannot  exactly  state 
the!  amount  Then,  Mr,  President,  you  will 
remember,  came  the  contest  on  lumber. 

I  think  the  time  has  arrived  to  settle  this 
question,  and  settle  it  forever.  I  have  not  the 
bill  prepared,  but  I  think  I  shall  move  to  lay 
this  whole  tariff  (question  upon  the  table^  in 
order  that  I  may  mtrodoce  a  bill  abolishing 
all  present  duties  upon  imports  except  upon 
spirits,  wine,  and  tobacco,  and  their  different 
manufactures,  and  place  a  horizontal  duty 
upon  everything  that  comes  into  the  United 
States :  let  everything  pay  an  equal  doty.  So 
far  as  I  am  conoemed|  I  shall  vote  to  exclude 
tea  and  coffee  from  that  list,  bnt  on  every  other 
article  coming  into  the  United  States  I  would 
pnt  a  horizontal  dnty^  Let  that  be  just  so 
large  as  the  necessities  of  the  Government 
may  require,  and  let  not  one  single  article 
come  into  the  United  States  firom  any  source 
without  paying  a  horixontal  duty  of,  say,  thirty, 
forty,  or  fifty  per  cent.,  whatever  the  amount 
may  be. 

I  have  got  tired  of  this  contest.  I  want  to 
get  it  out  of  politics ;  I  want  to  get  it  oat  of 
this  House ;  I  want  to  get  it  out  of  the  way,  to 
settle  it  forever,  so  that  every  manufacturer  of 
everything  may  understand  that  unless  he  can 
do  business  upon  that  basis  he  must  abandon 
that  branch  of  manufacture.  We  shall  then 
hear  no  more  about  free  trade,  and  have  no 
more  lectures,  because  there  will  be  the  same 
protection  upon  wheat  that  there  is  upon  cot- 
ton, and  the  same  protection  opon  cotton  that 
there  is  opon  cotton  manufiictures,  and  the 
same  protection  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
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States.  I  hope  ^at  tkis  free  list  will  be  Toted 
down,  and  if  it  is  not  voted  down  I  shall  then 
moTe  to  lay  the  whole  sabject  on  the  table  to 
enable  me  to  introdnce  that  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  coaearring  in  the  amendmenti  made 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  adding  the  freb 
list. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yess  46^  nays  4 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS— 'Messri.  Aloom,  Ames,  Anthony,  Bayard, 
Blair.  Borvman,  Caldwell,  Caasorlf .  Gola.  Gonkliaff, 
Cooper,  Corhett.  DavU  of  Weft  Virffinia,  Fentoa. 
Ferry  of  MTohlgan.  Frelinffbayseh,  Hamilton  of 
Maryland.  HaimUi.  Hill.  Hitchcock.  Senogf,  Kelly, 
Logan,  Morrill  of  Mainei,  Morrill  of  Venaont,  Mor- 
ton. Korwood,  Patterson,  Pool,  Bami«y.  Eioe,  Bob- 
ortMQ.  Sawyer,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Spraffue,Steyen- 
^on,  Stewart,  Stoekton,  Bamner,  YioKerv,  West, 
WtlAon.  Windom,  and  Wright-45. 

NAxS— Messrs.  Browalow,  Chandler.  Hamilton 
of  Texas,  and  Scott— 4. 

ABSBXT^Messrs.  Bnokingham.  Caniefon.  Car- 
penter, Clayton,  Cragin,  Davis  of  Eentncky.  Bd- 


man,  Tipton,  and  Trumbull^Si. 

So  the  amendment  made  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  waa  coocttrred  in. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
now  recurs  on  concurring  with'the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  th  adding  the  second  section. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  move,  if  the.  motion 
be  ih  ord^r  noir,  that  the  third  section  of  the 
original  bill  as  reported  be  added  to  this.  I 
believe  there  is  no  Objection  to  that. 

The  VICE  PRBSIDBNT.  Unless  by  unan- 
imous consent,  the  first  question  must  be  on 
concurring  in  the  amendment  made  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  That  belonged  to  this 
partly,  and  if  there  be  no  objection 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  1  think  the  third  section 
otight  to  go  with  the  second  sectioii.  It  is 
.only  a  corollary  or  a  result  of  th^  other. 

The  TICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  moves  to  add  to  the  sec- 
ond section  as  reported  the  third  section  as  it 
appears  on  the  sixth  page. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  think  I  would  rather 
have  a  separate  vote  on  it. 

Mr.^  SHERMAN,  the  Senator  can  reserve 
it  until  after  the  other  section  is  acted  upon. 
If  the  second^ section  should  be  adopted,  the 
third  section  certainly  ought  to  be. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  believe  I  shall  move 
that  the  third  section  be  added  to  the  second 
section. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  ao 
objection,  the  Chair  will  entertain  the  motion. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island  that  unless  the  second  sec- 
tion is  adopted  the  third  is  totally  unnecessary. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  it  is  added  to  the  sec- 
ond section,  and  the  second  section  falls,  of 
course  the  third  section  will  fall  with  it. 

Mr.  CONKUNG.  It  is  the  same  thing 
either  way. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  had  better 
withhold  it  for  the  present. 

Mr.  ANTHONY;    Very  well. 

The  VICE  PRESIQ^NT.  The  question 
recurs  on  adding  the  second  section,  which 
was  agreed  to  in  Committee  df  the  Whole,  and 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  gave  notice  of 
his  intention  to  amend  tt  when  it  oame  into 
the  Senate.^ 

Mr.  l^RELINQHUYSEN.  There  are  a 
number  of  amendmenta  that  I  desire  to  make 
to  the  second  section  if  it  is  to  be  adopted, 
but  I  should  prefer  to  have  a  vote  on  the  sec- 
ond section ;  and  if  it  is  stricken  out,  as  it 
should  be,  we  would  be  saved  thadisoiission 
on  these  several  ameodnents.  But  that  I 
suppose  would  not  be  in  order  $  and  therefore 
I  move  to  amend  the  seoond  section  by  strik- 
ing out  from  the  fifteenth  line  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  line  inclusive,  in  the  following  words: 

On  all  the  mannfketares  of  sUk  Whioh  are  noW 
sohleot  to  a  duty  of  stxty  per  qbtlU  ad  valorem  f 

On  all  iron  and  steel,  apd  on  all  manaftMtores  of 
iron  and  steel,  of  which  either  of  saeh  metals  is  the 


component  part  of  chief  value,  excepting  pig  iron 
and  steel  rails; 

On  all  metals  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for, 
and  on  all  manafaotnres  of  metals  of  which  either 
of  them  is  the  component  part  of  chief  value ; 

On  all  earthenware,  glass  and  glassware,  and  on 
unwrought  pipe-clay,  fine-day,  kaolin,  and  foller's 
earth. 

I  do  not  think  the  second  section  should  be 
a  part  of  the  bill  in  any  event,  but  I  desire  to 
peirfect  it,  so  that  it  will  be  as  little  injurious 
as  possible.  I  prefer  always  to  defer  to  the 
wisdom  of  the  committee ;  but  in  all  sincerity 
I  believe  that  this  second  section  is  most  evil 
legislation. 

When  the  vote  was  taken  here  repealing  the 
duty  on  tea  and  coffee,  I  hailed  it  with  pleas- 
ure, not  only  because  it  wak  relieving  the 
country  from  what  amounts  to  a  capitation 
tax — which  affects  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  the  country,  the  poor  more  severely 
than  the  rich,  inasmuch  as  by  this  duty  as  it 
e^sts  the  poor  man's  low-priced  coffee  and 
tea  pay  a  dutf  as  high  as  the  superior  qualities 
used  by  the  nch — but  because  I  believed  that 
the  removing  of  that  duty  was  an  indication, 
by  a  vote  of  35  to  1^,  that  the  Senate  intended 
to  supply  the  revenue  which  was  thus  taken 
away  by  imposing  a  tax  which  has  a  threefold 
quality:  first,  to  support  the  Government; 
second,  to  encourage  and  protect  our  indus- 
tries ;  and  third,  to  keep  alive  that  competition 
which  it  is  necessary  to  encourage  in  order  to 
protect  the  country  from  the  extortions  of  the 
foreign  importers.  I  was  disappoi^ed  when 
the  Senate  by  a  vote  determined  to  reduce  at 
this  time  the  duties  on  our  manufactures ;  for 
I  shall  attempt  in  few  words  to  show  the  Sen- 
ate that  there  never  was  a  more  inopportune 
time  to  reduce  the  duties  on  imports  than  the 
present. 

Mr.  President,  we  are  not  dealing  with 
a  trifling  subject  The  manufactures  of  this 
country,  as  appeared  by  the  census  of  1860, 
amounted  to  $1,822,000,000  and  no  doubt  at 
the  present  time  they  amount  to  $2,000,000,- 
000.  About  a  thousand  millions  of  this  value 
is  the  cost  of  raw  material,  and  the  balance, 
$8,000,000,000  or  $1,000,000,000,  represents 
the  increased  value  added  to  the  raw  mate- 
rial by  labor.  This  immense  wealth  is  dis- 
tributed among  all  our  people.  It  affords 
them  their  livelihood,  and  you  should  not 
touch  the  subject  carelessly.  The  horizontal 
reduction  of  duties  such  as  the  bill  proposes 
would  do  incalculable  injury.  Such  a  reduc- 
tion is  like  the  scythe  of  time,  taking  off  ten 
hundredths  from  the  height  of  every  manu- 
facturer in  the  community,  scalping  one,  cut- 
ting the  skull  of  another,  and  the  Drain  of  a 
third.  It  is  a  Procrustean  bed  to  which  the 
Government  is  to  compel  all  the  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  country  to  adjust  them- 
selves. I  have  said  this  is  an  inopportune 
time  to  make  this  reduction.  We  are  told 
that  the  present  is  a  war  tariff.  Is  it  so  ?  It 
was  adopted,  I  believe,  in  1863.  What  was 
the  Condition  of  the  country  at  that  time? 
The  importer  had  to  pa^r  his  duty  in  gold,  and 
for  that  gold  he  was  obliged  to  pay  a  hundred 
per  cent,  premium,  making  the  duty  at  that 
time  practically  twice  what  it  is  now.  The 
purchaser  had  to  pay  for  the  goods  that  he 
imported  in  gold,  and  to  pay  one  hundred 
per  cent  fbr  that  gold.  All  that  protection  is 
now  taken  away ;  gold  has  fallen  to  ten  per 
cent,  premium,  and  at  this  critical  period,  and 
when  the  war  demand  has  ceased,  it  is  pro- 
posed .to  take  off  from  the  manufacturer  ten 
f»er  cent,  more  of  the  duty  to  which  he  has 
ooked  for  protection.  Besides,  the  raw  mate- 
rial since  this  duty  was  imposed  has  doubled 
in  price.  It  is  true  that  a  few  articles  have 
been  placed  on  the  free  list  and  that  we  have 
taken  off  some  taxes ;  but  that  in  no  manner 
compensates  for  the  reduction  in  the  premium 
on  gold  and  the  enhanced  value  of  the  raw 
material. 

It  is  said  that  this  is  a  small  reduction,  only 
ten  per  cent  Well,  sir,  it  was  a  small  reduc- 
tion when  we  made  the  duty  on  iron  seven  dol- 
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lars  a  ton  instead  of  nine  dollars  a  ton,  and  yet 
the  effect  of  it  was  to  raise  the  price  of  iron 
twelve  dollars  a  ton ;  and  this  because  the  re- 
duction of  duty  discouraged  our  manofactarers, 
and  thev  did  not  increase  the  quantity  oaoa- 
fkctured  the  next  year,  although  the  demand 
for  iron  vastly  increased,  and  consequently  th^^ 
foreign  manufacturer  and  importer  charged 
the  country  what  they  pleased,  and  iron  went 
up  twelve  dollars  a  ton.  These  small  redac- 
tions of  duty  hare  effects  much  greater  than 
we  are  apt  to  anticipate. 

Sir,  the  profits  of  the  manufacturer  are  small 
Manufacturing  corporations  in  this  country, 
as  a  rule,  are  unsuccessful.  It  requires  the 
owner^s  eye  to  protect  his  interests  viii  secore 
succeiss;  and  in  our  small  maouCactorieg, 
where  constant  attention  is  given  to  their  busi- 
ness, the  profits  are  only  seven  to  tea  percent. 

No  class  of  the  people  in  this  couatrj  work 
and  toil  as  do  our  mechanics.  Thej  com- 
mence at  the  tap  of  the  factory  bell,  and 
through  all  the  seasons  work,  the  Sabbath 
being  tl|e  only  day  they  live ;  all  else  is  toil 
Tney  do  not  have  the  privileges  of  the  farmer. 
they  have  no  homestead  for  their  children.  It 
they  are  successful  enough  to  get  a  hamble 
dwelling  in  some  side  street,  then  it  seems  as 
if  the  Grovemment  thought  it  was  necessary 
to  open  the  dood-gates  orthe  pauper  labor  of 
the  world  upon  them.    At  this  time,  when  the 

Erotection  which  the  premium  on  gold  Rare 
as  disappeared,  and  when  the  value  of  the 
raw  material  is  enhanced,  the  mechanics  of 
this  country  have  a  right  to  ask  the  GoTem- 
ment  to  let  them  alone  to  contend  with  theie 
existing  difficulUes.  t  am  informed  by  mauy 
mechanics  and  manufacturers  that  this  reduc- 
tion of  ten  per  cent  on  their  small  profits 
will  seriously  embarrass  them. 

We  are  told  that  it  is  not  good  policy  to 
continue  existing  d»tiMf  and  uatthis  is  not 
a  political  question,  pir,  the  true  policy  in 
reference  to  this  subject  is  to  do  right,  and  nui 
at  this  inopportune  time  take  off  ten  per  cent 
from  this  protection.  Whether  it  isa  polit 
ical  question  or  not,  yon  will  find  every  Dem- 
ocrat in  the  Chamber  votio^  for  the  redjiction 
of  this 'tariff  which  protects  the  Americao 
mechanic. 

Now,  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  reference 
to  my  particular  amendment    The  first  por 
tion  of  it  refers  to  silk.     This  interest  of  the 
country  is  new..   It  originated  hereinlB^l. 
in  this  wise :    Mr.  Gobden,  interested  in  the 
cotton  manufactures  of  Manchester,  effected 
a  treaty  between  France  and  Ensland  est&b 
lishing  free  trade,  and  the  tariff  of  fifteen  per 
cent  on  sUk  was  abolished.    The  effect  of  the 
abolition  of  that  duty  on  the  »lk  manofac 
tures  of  En^and  was^  that  in  1861,  XBOO.OOO 
worth  of  silk    was   imported,  and  in  I^^' 
£8,000,000  worth  of  silk  was  imported-and 
the  effect  of  this  increased  importation  was  to 
break  down  the  silk  manufactories  of  England, 
and  their  operatives,  and  their  machiaery,  and 
their  capital  were    brought  to  this  country 
under  pur  fostering  protection,,  and  now  there 
is  in  the  United  States  twenty-nve  millions  of 
capital  employed  in  Uiis  business.    In  1^'^ 
we  imported  mly-two  millions  of  silk,  and  v^ 
manu&ctured  thirty  millions.    In  one  toru 
of  my  State,  Paterson.  there  are  six  thousand 
operatives  making  a  livelihood  by  the  msoJi 
facture  of  silk  goods.     There  are  other  manu 
factories  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  aqd  in  ran 
otts  places  in  Massachtisetts.     The  Dommsi 
protection  is  lessened  greatly  by  the  (act  that 
foreign  silks  which  are  imported  are  inroice^i 
below  their  valuei  and  by  the  fact  that,  beiog 
a  valuable  comniodity,  and  of  small  bulk* 
large  quantities  of  silk  are  smuggled  into  tiu^i 
country  from  Canada.    Therefore  the  protec 
tion  is  not  sixty  per  centt  as  it  app««f*  ^'^ 
be  by  the  bill.    Taking  oft  protection  drow 
thrs  most  valuable  manuliaujturefrop  Efljl*""! 
and  if  we  take  it  off  here,  we  will  drire  u  from 

our  country.  

Another  item  in  my  ameridrtient  is  earthefl 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2017 


ware.  This  br^neh  of  indoBtry  sprang  ap  in 
1861f  growing  out  of  the  premium  on  gold. 
Before  that  tiibe  this  branch  was  of  little 
importance  here.  It  is  a  hand-labor  industry. 
It  IS  almost  all  labor.  Some  little  clay  is  im* 
ported,  but  most  of  the  raw  material  is  from 
our  own  country.  If  our  present  potteries 
were  fully  at  work,  we  could  supply  about  half 
the  quantity  of  earthenware  that  is  used  in  this 
country,  and  the  present  duty  of  forty  percent, 
barely  enablefs  these  potteries  to  compete  with 
foreign  importations. 

Another  item  that  I  move  to  strike  out  is 
glass.  There  is  employed  in  this  country, 
about  eight  millions  of  capital  in  this  manu- 
facture. Our  manufacturers  have  to  compete 
with  the  poor  labor  of  Belgium.  The  Atlantic 
affords  no  protection,  for  Uie  cost  of  transport- 
ation of  this  article  across  the  Atlantic  is  less 
than  the  transportation  from  Philadelphia  to 
New  York,  and  where  the  glass  is  brought 
into  cotton  ports  much  less,  because  the  glass 
is  taken  as  ballast.  The  duties  now  are  only 
five  cents  more  than  under  the  tariff  of  1846. 
Nearly  one  half  of  the  potteries  in  this  conn- 
try  are  to-day  idle  for  the  want  of  protection. 
In  Pennsylvania  and  New  Je^pey  there  are  a 
hundred  of  these  potteries ;  forty  of  them  are 
idle  for  the  want  of  protection ;  and  with  the 
tariff  at  this  Ume  only  five  per  cent,  hieher 
than  the  tariff  of  1846  it  is  proposed  to  reduce 
it  ten  per  cent.    This  is  unreasonable. 

Another  item  to  which  I  have  called  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  is  that  of  cast  steel. 
This  manufacture  sprang  up  in  this  country 
ill  1861.  It  was  the  tariff,  the  premium  on 
gold,  and  the  war  demand  which  gave  life  and 
being  to  this  branch  of  industnr.  There  are 
many  millions  of  capital  engaged  in  this  work, 
and  the  reduction  of  ten  per  cent.,  as  I  am 
assnredf  now  that  we  are  deprived  of  the«pro- 
tection  afforded  by  the  premium  on  gold,  will 
simply  have  the  effect  of  giving  our  market  to 
the  foreign  manufacturer  without  any  competi- 
tion to  hold  him  in  check. 

I  hope,  sir.  that  this  amendment  will  be 
adopted  by  tne  Senate,  and  I  farther  hope 
that  the  section  itself  will  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Before  the  motion  is  put 
on  striking  out  the  lines  indicated  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey,  I  suppose  it  will  be  in 
order  to  amend  them  and  perfect  them. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Hahla^T 
in  the  chair.)    It  will  be. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Then  1  move  to  amend  in 
line  nineteen,  page  6,  by  inserting  after  the 
words  *'pig  iron"  the  words  **  cotton  machin- 
ery." 

Mr.  FBBLINOHUYSBN.  Am  I  at  liberty 
to  accept  that  amendment?    If  I  am,  I  do  so. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  suppose  the  Senator  is 
not.  It  is  not  part  of  his  motion.  His  motion 
is  to  strike  out. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFIOBR.  The  Amend- 
ment of.  the  Senator  from  Maine  is  to  perfect 
the  text  proposed  to  be  stricken  out. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Mr.  President,  I  submit 
this  motion  with  the  approval  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finsnee.  I  have  conferred  with  the 
chairman  and  other  members  of  that  commit- 
tee, and  the  amendment  meets  their  approba- 
tion. It  rests  upon  a  single  jprinoiple:  the  raw 
material  which  odr  mechanics  use  in  thb  man- 
ufacture of  cotton  maohineiy  pays,  by  the  bill 
and  by  the  present  law,  all  the  wav  from  ten 
to  twenty  per  cent*  hirher  rate  of  duties  than 
the  manufactured  artide.  Now,  whether  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
abottld  be  adopted  or  not,  there  is  an  eminent 
propriety  in  making  more  equal  the  duties  paid 
upon  the  manufactured  articles  and  the  raw 
material  out  of  which  the  manufactured  articles 
are  made.  That  is  the  whole  of  the  amend- 
ment, and  I  do  not  propose  to  discuss  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFIOBR.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  proposed.by  the  Senator 
from  Maine. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 
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Mr.  ANTHONY.  Mn  President,  I  pro- 
pose to  vote  against  this  second  section ;  but 
I  do  not  like  the  plan  which  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  takes  of  attacking  it  by  piecemeal. 
If  we  succeed  in  striking  out  one  part  of  it, 
then  we  remove  the  opposition  to  the  whole 
section  of  all  those  who  are  interested  in  that 
particular  item,  and  so  of  another,  and  so  of 
another,  and  by  and  by  when  we  come  to  the 
latter  parts  of  it,  the  proposition  to  strike  out 
will  have  no  friends  lefl.  I  think  we  had  bet- 
ter try  the  whol6  section  together,  and  I  think 
my  friend  from  New  Jersey  will  find  himself 
stronger  upon  opposition  to  the  whole  section 
than  he  will  upon  opposition  to  any  particular 
point  of  it.  'i  do  not  believe  any  item  can  be 
stricken  out  unless  the  whole  can  be  stricken 
out;  but  if  some  items  are  stricken  out,  then 
I  think  the  opposition  to  the  whole  will  be 
very  much  weakened. 

Mr.  FRBLINGHUYSEN.  I  suppose  I 
might  adopt  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from  Rhoue  Island  in  this  way,  by  making 
a  motion  not  to  concur — I  believe  that  is  the 
form — ^rather  than  to  strike  out  in  the  second 
section,  and  if  that  motion  fails,  then  to  move 
a  reconsideration  and  have  an  opportunity 
of  amending  it  as  it  exists. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  makes  the  statement  here  that  the 
industries  affscted  by  the  second  section  can- 
not stand  the  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  upon 
the  present  duties.  If  I  were  satisfied  of 
that  fact,  I  should  certainly  vote  against  it. 
I  should  like  to  hear  from  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  on  that  subject. 
I  understand  the  committee  was  engaged  last 
fall  and  has  been  this  winter  investigating 
this  very  question.  I  want  to  vote  accord- 
ing to  the  very  right  in  regard  to  it.  I  should 
like  to  hear  from  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  question  now  put 
to  me  involves  the  whole  merits  of  this  tariff 
bill.  I  will  state  that  the  Committee  on 
Finance  did  examine  every  item  contained  in 
the  second  section  of  the  bill  we  reported. 
We  had  before  ns  the  representation  or  every 
branch  of  industry  in  the  United  States.  We 
had  before  us  the  representatives  of  the  iron 
interest  and  heard  them  for  three  different 
days.  We  had  before  us  the  representatives 
of  glassware,  hardware,  earthenware,  and  all 
the  different  classes  of  industry,  and  especially 
the  very  interesting  manufiictare  of  silks  in 
this  country,  which  has  grown  very  rapidly 
and  is  now  an  important  branch  of  American 
industty;  and  I  now  say,  with  a  fall  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  after  hearing  the  testimony 
of  these  gentlemen  who  are  interested  against 
the  reduction,  I  believe  it  is  for  their  interest 
to  have  this  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  made, 
because  their  interest  is  so  connected  with  the 
general  interest  of  the  subject-matter,  with 
the  maintenance  of  the  protective  py stem,  that 
I  believe  it  would  be  a  misfortune  to  them 
if  this  concession  to  the  consumers  of  the 
country  should  now  be  refused. 

Many  of  the  constituents  of  my  honorable 
friend  from  New  Jersey  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance;  and  on  that  committee 
were  certainly  gentlemen  who  were  not  desir- 
ous to  break  down  any  manufacturing  industry. 
Among  the  rest  was  my  honorable  friend  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  himself  the  author 
and  chief  manager  of  the  tariff  of  1861.  Then 
there  was  the  Senator  fh>m  Iowa,  [Mr. 
Wrioht,]  who  certainly  desired  to  maintain 
the  manufacturing  industries  of  the  country. 
We  heard  their  various  statements  of  all-these 
interests,  and  we  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  was  not  a  single  interest  affected  by  this 
amendment  that  would  not  be  benefited  rather 
than  ifijured — ^benefited  in  the  broad  sense — 
by  this  proponed  measure,  except  only  pig  iron 
and  steel  rails.  Those  articles  were  excepted 
from  the  operatidn  of  the  reduction ;  and  the 
reason  of  that  was  manifest.  The  duty  on  pig 
iron  was  reduced  two  years  ago  from  nine  to 


seven  dollars  a  ton,  and  the  duty  on  steel  rails 
was  also  fixed  by  the  act  of  1870  at  what  was 
considered  a  fair  duty.  The  effect  of  the  duty 
on  steel  rails  has  been  greatly  to  reduce  the  price 
of  steel  rails.  The  duty  on  pig  iron  was  reduced 
more  than  twenty  per  cent,  two  years  ago,  and 
is  now  only  what  might  be  regarded  as  a  rev- 
enue duty  of  thirty  per  cent.  If  the  price  of 
pig  iron  is  twenty  dollars  a  ton — and  that  is 
probably  rather  above  the  price  in  England— 
seven  dollars  a  ton  is  only  about  thirty  per 
cent.,  which  is  lens  than  the  average  rate  of 
duty  imposed  by  the  tariff  law.  We  thought, 
therefore,  it  was  wise  to  except  from  the  opera- 
tions of  this  reduction  pig  iron  and  steel  rails. 

For  the  same  reason  I  think  it  was  wise  to 
except  cotton  machinery,  because  the  duty 
imposed  on  cotton  machinery  is  but  thirty-five 
per  cent.  <td  vcUoretnj  while  upon  the  material 
of  which  cotton  machinery  is  made  the  duty 
is  about  forty-five  per  cent  Therefore  it  is 
proper  to  except  it  from  the  operations  of  this 
reduction. 

Now,  the  question  arises,  will  not  our  manu- 
facturing industries  bear  a  reduction  of  ten 
per  cent,  on  the  present  duties?  Remember, 
It  is  not  a  redtiction  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
value  of  the  article  imported — far  from  it ;  it 
is  ten  per  cent.- on  the  amount  of  duty.  In 
other  words,  take  a  ton  of  iron  bars,  the  duty 
on  which  is  one  cent  a  pound,  and  the  value 
of  which  in  the  market,  say  of  Pittsburg  or 
Philadelphia,  about  ninety  dollars  a  ton  ;  the 
duty  on  it  is  twenty  dollars  a  ton«  and  conse- 

?uently  the  reduction  is  two  dollars  per  ton. 
n  other  words,  they  lose  the  benefit  of  the 
protection  of  two  dollars  a  ton  on  iron,  which 
is  worth  in  the  homo  markets  about  ninety 
dollars  a  ton.  On  the  other  hand,  they  get 
several  indirect  benefits  from  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  In  the  first  place,  they  get  the  bene- 
fit  of  the  free  list.    If  tea  and  coffee  are  also 

Eut  on  the  free  list,  they  derive  largely  the* 
enefit  of  that,  because  as  tea  and  coffee  enter 
into  the  consumption  of  their  laborers,  they 
indirectly  get  the  benefit  of  it,  as  also  the 
benefit  of  the  free  list. 

But,  besides  that,  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  present  rates  of  duty  were  fixed  dur- 
ing the  war  and  raised  from  time  to  time.  In 
March,  1861,  we  fixed  the  tariff  at  what  was 
considered  a  fair  and  reasonable  rat^  of  pro- 
tective duties.  In  1862, 1868, 1864,  and  1865, 
we  raised  those  duties  under  the  advancing 
necessities  of  the  war.  In  Order  to  equalize 
the  duties  we  made  a  special  raising  of  the 
duties  on  wools  and  woolens,  in  order  to  sat- 
isfy the  respective  interests  of  the  producer 
of  wool  and  the  consumer  of  wool,  the  manu* 
facturer  of  woolen  goods.  So,  also,  we  largely 
raised  the  duties  on  copper,  because  it  was 
alleged  that  the  duties  on  copper  were  too 
low.  until  finally  we  reached  the  highest  rates 
of  Quties  that  had  ever  been  imposed  in  this 
country.  Take  wools  and  woolens.  We  can- 
not deny  the  fact  that  the  duties  on  wools  and 
woolens  are  on  an  average  from  seventy  to 
seventy-five  per  cent.  To  say  that  this  indus- 
try, the  manufacture  of  wool,  which  can  easily 
be  raised  in  this  country,  into  woolen  cloth,  a 
simple  manufacture,  requires  a  duty  of  seventy 
per  cent.  <td  valorem,  it  seems  to  me  is  carry- 
ing the  doctrine  too  far. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
says  that  the  manufacturers  have  lost  the  bene- 
fit of  the  premium  on  gold.  Why,  sir,  that  it 
a-fallacy,  and  has  oflen  been  demonstrated  in 
the  Senate  to  be  such  by  my  honorable  friend 
from  Vermont.  The  duties  were  paid,  it  is 
true,  during  the  war  in  gold,  and  the  gold  was 
subject  to  a  premium.  For  instancey  on  a  yard 
of  cloth  which  cost  in  gold  in  England  during 
the  war  one  dollar,  the  duty  in  gold  would  be 
seventy  cents.  Taking  the  premium  on  gold 
at  about  its  average  rate  during  the  war,  and 
it  would  probably  he  about  100 ;  the  highest 
that  it  ever  reached  was  185,  but  100  would 
be  more  than  the  average,  and  taking  it 
at  that  we  would  double  the  cost,  and   that 
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yard  of  oloth  woold  cost  to  the  consumer  $3  40 ; 
the  dutj  would  make  it  $1  70,  and  theo 
doubling  it  for  the  premium  on  gold  would 
make  it  $3  40.  The  premium  on  gold  now  is 
but  ten  per  cent.,  so  ih^t  the  same  article 
would  cost  but  $1  87.  But,  sir,  it  is  a  matter 
of  statistics  easily  demonstrated  that  every 
article  going  into  the  consumption  of  manu- 
£eiclures  here  at  home,  with  but  few  exceptions, 
and  those  are  attributable  to  other  causes,  has 
gone  down  practically  with  the  premium  on 
gold.  What  is  wheat,  what  is  corn,  what  are 
oats,  what  are  all  the  domestic  fabrics  that 
enter  into  the  consumption  of  life?  They  are 
just  as  much  lower  now  than  they  were  during 
tiie  war  as  the  premium  on  gold  then  exceeded 
the  premium  now. 

Mr.  COKBETT.    How  as  to  labor  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  Wells  says  that  labor 
has  gone  down  in  more  than  that  proportion, 
but  I  do  not  agree  with  him.  I  do  nqt  think 
labor  has  gone  down  that  much,  and  I  do  not 
wish  it  to. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Do  I  under- 
stand my  friend  to  say  that  the  price  of  raw 
silk  has  gone  down  ?    It  is  enhanced  in  yalue. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  did  no4  say  that. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Has  the  i)rice 
of  iron  gone  down?  That. is  another  item 
in  mjr  amendment.  The  price  of  every  raw 
material  that  I  mentioned  has  enhanced. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     The  raw  silk  is  imported. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Exactly,  and  the 
price  is  enhanced. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  tell  yoii  the  reason 
of  that.  All  the  raw  silk  that  is  brought  here 
is  imported.  We  make  no  raw  silk,  or  scarcely 
any.     Are  there  any  cocoons  in  California? 

Mr.  COLE.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  are  a  few,  it  ap- 
pears, in  California.  We  import  all  the  ra^ 
silk,  and  the  raw  silk  is  duty  free,  and  whether 
the  price  is  higher  or  lower  depends  upon  the 
demand  and  supply.  The  reason  why  raw  silk 
has  gone  up  is  because  there  is  a  great  demand 
for  it,  because  it  is  not  now  produced  tto  as 
large  degree  in  France  and  Italy  as  it  was 
formerly,  and  the  price  has  gone  up ;  but  our 
tariff  does  not  affect  the  value  of  raw  silk, 
because  there  is  no  duty  upon  it.  It  is  merely 
a  question  of  demand  and  supply. 

What  I  mean  to  say  is  that  domestic  articles 
which  edter  into  the  daily  consumption  of  the 
common  people  have  settled  down  just  in  ex- 
actly the  ratio  of  the  premium  on  gold,  per- 
haps differing  sometimes  to  a  greater  or  less 
degree,  so  tnat  a  duty  now  of  seventy  per 
cent.  Old  valorem  on  an  imported  article  has 
precisely  the  same  degree  of  protection  that  a 
duty  of  seventy  per  cent,  ad  valorem  had  dur- 
ing the  war.  That  is  the  general  rule.  The 
Senator  may  pick  out  occasional  exceptions, 
but  if  they  are  exceptions,  there  are  good  rea- 
sons for  them.  Most  of  the  raw  articles  which 
enter  into  the  common  consumption  of  all 
branches  of  jnanufactures  are  now  largely 
raised.  Why,  sir,  wool  has  gone  up  largely 
all  over  the  world.  It  is  not  confined  to  ihe 
United  States,  but  has  extended  all  over  the 
world.  The  price  is  almost  double  what  it 
was,  and  so  with  all  raw  products.  Indeed, 
raw  products  all  over  the  world  have  generally 
advanced,  owing  to  the  increasing  demand  oi 
civilized  mankind  for  the  basis  of  domestic 
fabrics  in  the  different  countries  of  the  world. 
But,  sir,  with  the  increase  of  the  raw  article 
goes  on  the  increase  of  our  industry. 

I  have  here  a  statement  furnished  to  me  this 
morning  from  the  Census  Bureau,  which  is 
one  of  the  most  honorable  records  of  progress 
probably  that  the  history  of  mankind  furnishes. 
There  are  now  in  the  United  States  of  America 
twenty- seven  hundred  and  eighty- two  woolen 
factories,  eighty  four  hundred  and  nineteen 
cards.  **  Cards,''  I  believe  are  the  machinery 
which  probably  measures  the  capacity  of  the 
mill  more  than  the  number  of  machines.  For 
instance,  in  my  own  State  we  have  two  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  mills,  but  only  three  hundred 


and  fifty-seven  cards,  while  in  Rhode  Island, 
where  there  are  but  sixty-four  mills,  they  have 
four  hundred  and  sixteen  cards — theirs  being 
large  establishments,  ours  being  small  ones, 
averaging  only  between  one  and  two  cards  to 
the  mill. 

The  first  idea  of  the  manufacturer  is  always, 
when  he  hears  that  his  duty  is  to  be  reduced, 
that  he  is  to  be  brought  into  conflict  with  his 
laborer,  an  effort  is  to  be  made  to  reduce  the 
price  of  labor  in  order  to  meet  this  reduced 
duty.  The  first  feeling  is  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
done ;  that  it  is  better  to  let  well  enough  alone } 
that  we  had  better  go  on  quietly  and  maintain 
the  present  protective  system  j  but  we  cannot 
as  statesmen  forget  that  there  is  behind  a  great 
mountain  of  discontent  against  the  present 
high  rates  of  duty  imposed  on  the  ordinary 
necessaries  of  life.  I  believe  in  a  protective 
system ;  I  believe  in  diversifying  our  industry ; 
but,  sir,  we  must  not  maintain  these  duties  so 
high  as  to  make  the  mass  of  the  consumers  dis- 
contented and  feel  that  they  are  unreasonably 
high. 

Now,  sir,  when  we  have  relieved  these  man- 
ufacturers from  all  internal  taxes,  when  we  pro- 
pose to  repeal  the  stamp  tax,  when  we  have 
taken  off  the  tax  on  incomes,  and  many  of 
them  being  corporations  as  a  matter  of  course 
have  to  pay  a  large  income  tax,  when  we  have 
taken  ofl^  the  tax  on  the  domestic  articles,  when 
we  give  them  raw  materials  free,  we  ought  to 
abate  somewhat,  not  the  principle  of  our  pro- 
tective duties,  but  the  maximum  amounts  that 
were  imposed  during  the  war.  Some  of  the 
interests  that  first  came  before  the  Committee 
on  Finance  complaining,  afler  leaving  the  posi- 
tion we  had  taken,  and  after  seeing  what  was 
put  on  the  free  list  for  their  benefit,  after  re- 
garding the  whole  question  in  the  same  light  in 
which  we  were  compelled  to  regard  it,  thought 
on  the  whole  it  was  better.  Many  of  them 
were  discontented,  bat  many  of  them  were 
satisfied. 

I  say  again,  therefore,  in  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  in  my 
deliberate  judgment  it  is  better  for  the  pro- 
tected industries  in  this  country  that  this  slight 
modification  of  duties  should  be  made,  rather 
than  to  invite  a  contest  which  will  endanger 
the  whole  system.  If  this  ten  per  cent,  reduc- 
tion is  acquiesced  in  by  them,  and  the  people 
of  the  country  get  the  benefit  of  this  reduced 
price  in  the  cost  of  all  articles  manufactured, 
I  believe  the  people  of  the  country  will  be 
satisfied  aud  content.  But,  sir,  you  go  to  the 
homely  farmer  in  the  State  of  Ohio — and  we 
have  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands  of  intel- 
ligent farmers  who  can  reasou  about  this  sub- 
ject as  well  as  Any  member  of  the  Senate — and 
he  hears  these  free- trade  speeches,  that  all 
these  high  protective  duties  are  maintained 
without  diminution,  while  all  the  embarrass- 
ments that  were  put  upon  manufactures  in 
consequence  of  the  war  have  been  removed, 
and  although  he  may  be  satisfied  that  it  is  wise 
political  economy  in  this  new  country  of  ours 
to  protect  our  domestic  industries  in  order  to 
diversify  our  labor  and  furnish  a  market  for 
our  products,  he  will  feel  that  these  manufac- 
turers ought  to  give  some  concession  for  the 
great  benefits  conferred  upon  them  by  our 
policy. 

The  whole  object  of  a  protective  duty  is, 
first,  to  diversify  oar  labor,  and  eventually  to 
cheapen  production.  No  system  of  protection 
can  be  maintained  unless  its  ultimate  result 
is  to  cheapen  the  product.  Now,  sir,  I  think 
that  our  domestic  industry,  having  for  six  years 
had  the  benefit  of  these  high  rates  of  duty, 
ought  now  to  begin  to  cheapen  the  product, 
not  only  by  the  domestic  competition  which 
is  springing  up,  but  also  by  a  reduction  of  the 
rates  of  duty. 

There  are  other  causes  operating  largely  in 
favor  of  manufacturers.  The  price  of  labor 
in  all  the  countries  of  Europe  is  advancing. 
In  England  the  price  of  labor  has  alreaoy 
advanced  twenty  per  cent.,  and  according  to 


the  testimony  of  some,  more  than  thst.  The 
workmen  of  England  have  organized  strikes; 
they  have  organized  societies ;  they  have  pro- 
hibited apprentices ;  they  have,  by  a  kiDd  of 
reign  within  a  reign,  a  kingdom  within  &  king- 
dom, organized  themselves  so  that  they  are 
now  advancing  the  price  of  their  labor.  Ail 
that  inures  to  the  benefit  of  our  own  maoofikc- 
torers  and  laboring  men,  because  it  makes 
dearer  the  English  product,  and  therefore  ren- 
ders unnecessary  the  high  rates  of  duties 
imposed  by  us  since  the  war. 

Sir,  I  look  upon  this  question  simply  as  a 
matter  of  political  economy,  without  the 
slightest  reference  to  its  party  aspects  and  its 
party  effects.  Therefore  I  have,  and  all  \h» 
members  who  compose  the  Committee  oa 
Finance  have  taken  up  this  matter  deliber- 
ately and  examined  it  carefolly,  and  1  thiok 
my  honorable  friend  from  PeunsyWania  will 
admit  that  we  did  it  slowly  and  deliberately 
and  judidously.  If  we  have  come  to  a  wrong 
conclusion,  the  Senate  can  correct  it.  Bai, 
ur,  politically,  if  we  must  take  a  poliiicd 
view  of -this  question,  I  say  it  is  not  wise  to 
maintain  these  very  high  rates  of  duty;  bat 
we  should  gradually,  not  disturb  any  domestic 
industry,  not  injure  any  man,  bat  gradually  re- 
duce the  duties.  I  would  not  vote  for  this  aecoud 
section  if  I  believed  it  would  impair  or  injore 
seriously  any  domestic  industry.  I  would  not 
invite  a  man  by  our  protective  laws  to  embark 
his  fortane  in  a  manufacturing  establishmeot 
and  then  suddenly  change  the  rates  of  doty 
and  break  him  down.  That  would  be  cruel 
and  oppressive ;  it  would  be  an  outrage.  I 
would  not  vote  for  a  repeal  of  the  duty  on  salt, 
becaase  I  would  not  break  down  the  salt-boil- 
ers at  once,  although  I  think  the  duty  on  salt 
is  too  high. 

But,  sir,  as  domestic  competition  increases 
the  power  of  production  in  this  country,  as 
labor  increases  in  valae  in  the  old  countries 
of  the  world,  and  from  other  causes  as  oar 
country  grows  greater  and  stronger,  these 
duties  must  be  gradually  lowered,  not  arbi- 
trarily to  a  frte-trade  standard,  bat  slowly, 
with  proper  regard  for  the  interests  that  have 
been  developed  by  oor  protective  policy ;  an<i 
it  is  wisdom,  the  highest  wisdom  on  the  part 
of  the  protected  interests,  to  gradoally  yield 
to  this  reduction,  only  seeing  that  it  is  not 
too  rapid* 

Now,  sir,  for  six  years  since  the  close  of  the 
war  those  engaged  in  manufacturing  have  had 
the  benefit  of  these  high  rates  of  duty;  aod 
now  that  all  taxes  that  formerly  rested  upon 
them  have  been  repealed,  ought  they  not  to 
yield  a  little,  even  if  it  does  compel  them  to 
economize,  to  be  more  careful,  to  labor  a  little 
closer,  and  count  the  costof  every  line  of  their 
products?  Ought  they  not  to  yield  that  much 
when  they  have  been  so  long  protected  and 
when  their  industries  have  been  so  successful 
for  the  last  six  or  seven  years?  We, thought 
so.  I  say  so,  as  far  as  my  own  State  ia  con- 
cerned, and  Ohio  is  now  a  mannfactunng  State, 
one  of  the  greatest  in  the  Union,  perhaiw  the 
third.  In  some  of  the  leading  branches  of 
industry  it  is  now  becoming  one  of  the  (noA 
important.  One  third  of  our  State  is  a  coal 
mine,. and  forges  and  mills  of  iron  and  woolens 
and  aU  branches  of  industry  are  apnaging^? 
in  our  valleys.  I  like  to  see  them.  Hut  the 
other  two  thirds  of  Ihe  State  are  agricultaraL 
I,  therefore,  on  this  floor  am  bound  to  repre- 
sent fairly  both  the  agricultural  and  the  maau* 
facturlog  interests ;  and  in  coming  to  a  conclu- 
sion as  to  which  was  the  better  way  to  reduce 
the  tariff  and  relieve  them  of  some  taxest  t 
thought  it  was  better  to  do  it  by  a  percentage 
rather  than  to  take  up  one  article  at  a  time 
and  pick  the  tariff  to  pieces  without  koowmg 
precisely  who  was  injured,  who  was  damaged, 
or  who  was  destroyed.  The  Senate,  as  a  mat' 
ter  of  course,  will  do  what  they  think  is  ngbU 
I  think  this  second  section  is  in  theintsreBtoi 
the  whole  people,  the  manafa«turers  as  veU 
as  the  farmers.    I  believe  it  will  not  do  any 
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harm  to  soy  industrial  interest  that  is  now 
fairly  and  firmly  established. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Mr.  President,  I  feel  some- 
what embarrassed  in  my  allegiance  to  the  com- 
mittee of  which  I  am  a  member.  When  the 
motion  was  made  to  insert  tea  and  coffee  on 
the  free  list,  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  the  cbair- 
man  of  that  committee,  announced  that  if  it 
prevaiied  he  would  deem  it  his  duty  to  abandon 
the  second  section  of  the  bill,  for  both  could 
not  be  retained  with  safety  to  the  revenue.  I 
followed  him  with  all  due  deference  in  com- 
mittee; I  made  up  my  mind  that  be  was  right, 
Mid  that  I  would  advocate  the  striking  out  of 
Ihe  second  section  from  the  bill  when  tea  and 
coffee  were  made  free ;  but  I  ara  not  able  to 
foUow  with  the  facility  of  my  friend  the  chang- 
ing phases  of  this  bill.  ^He  now  favors  the 
second  section,  which  reduces  the  duties  on 
textile  and  metallic  fabrics,  &c. 

Mr.  SHEKMAN.  1  trust  my  friend  will 
allow  roe  to  state  that  when  the  tariff  bill,  as 
reported  by  the  committee,  was  up,  and,  much 
to  my  surprise,  both  sides  of  the  Senat^agreed 
to  surrender  the  revenue  on  tea  and  coffee,  I 
did  say  that  I  would  not  vote  for  the  second 
section,  and  i  would  not  if  the  question  was 
upon  that  bill.  But,  sir,  we  have  now  added 
ta  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  the  second,  third, 
fourth,  and  fifth  sectionsof  the  tariff  bill ;  that 
is,  if  we  adhere  to  the  votes  in  committee. 
The  first  section  is  not  yet  adopted.  The  first 
section,  aside  from  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee, 
repeals  about  four  millions  of  revenue.  I 
would  not  vote  for  the  first  section  unless  the 
Senate  would  recall  the  vote  on  tea  and  coffee. 
Perhaps  an  opportunity  may  offer ;  1  do  not 
know ;  I  shall  not  present  the  amendment, 
but  certainly  an  amendment  ought  to  be  offered 
to  hIIow  the  Senate  to  recon$<ider  the  question 
of  tea  and  coffee,  but  I  will  not  go  one  inch 
bey(Tlid  the  reductions  now  p'roposed,  which 
are  six  millions  beyond  what  the  committee 
proposed,  unless  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee 
are  restored.  I  stated  yesterday  when  1  came 
into  the  room,  with  the  sanction  of  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  that  I  had  so  far  abandoned 
the  position  announced  the  day  before  as  to 
agree  to  a  reduction  of  $28,000,000,  instead 
ol  a  reduction  of  $21,000,000,  and  he  acqui- 
esced in  that,  and  seemed  to  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  SCOfT.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  only 
wish  to  <^aote,  on  the  subject  of  the  adminis- 
tration ot  the  finance,  the  chairman  of  the 
Senate  Pi nanee  Committee  at  one  tiixie  against 
the  chairman  of  the  Senate  Finance  Commit- 
tee at  another,  his  first  statement  being  that 
we  could  not  do  without  the  revenue  raised 
by  the  detiee  on  the  articles  in  the  second  sec- 
tion if  we  took  off  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee. 
He  now  chaoses  his  position.  I  wish  that  not 
to  be  loai  signt  of  in  the  Senate.  I  feel  now 
at  entire  liberty  to  proceed  and  discusii  this 
bill  in  the  light  in  which  the'  votes  recently 
taken  have  placed  it.  i  wish  to  call  attention 
to  the  iojastice  that  will  be  done  by  the  Sen- 
ate ill  adopting  the  second  section  upon  any 
basis  upon  which  you  can  now  place  it  before 
the  country. 

Tn«  allegation  is  that  the  Senate  Finance 
GommiLiee  have  patiently  heard  all  interested 
in  these  industries ;  have  heard  the  statements 
of  proprietors,  of  laborers,  and  consumers ; 
ana  have  reported  a  bill  which  they  believe 
wrill  do  justice  to  all  these  parties.  Now,  if 
joa  look  at  the  first  section  of  that  bill,  yon 
will  find  there  is  a  reduction  of  duty  on  lum- 
ber, coal,  salt,  and,  according  tomy recollsc 
Uon,  many  other  articles.  That  was  necessary 
to  equalize  the  adjustment  of  duties.  Now, 
wrhen  you  comedown  to  the  second  section  of 
the  bill,  there  is  an  adjustment  of  the  duties 
on  cottons,  woolens,  meials,  leather,  &c. ,  and 
the  proposition  of  the  Senator  is  to  do  justice 
by  redaciog  the  duties  upon  the  manulactures 
contained  in  the  second  section,  and  then 
abandon  the  first,  and  thns  produce  the  very 
inequality  which  is  complained  of.    If  it  be 


necessary  to  do  justice,  then  let  us  hold  these 
subjects  over  until  we  can  do  it  to  all  these 
interests. 

Now,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  inter- 
ests affected  in  view  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  as  to  the  kind 
of  duty  that  ought  to  be  adjusted  and  kept  up 
in  the  country,  namely,  what  he  called  a 
competitive  duty.  The  elements  involved  in 
this  second  section,  when  examined,  disclose 
a  state  of  facts  which  I  think  has  not  been 
considered  by  the  Senator,  in  reference  to 
the  industries  that  are  to  be  affected.  The 
chairman  has  stated  that  a  reduction  of  duties 
upon  the  articles  in  the  second  section  will 
amount  to  $8,274,776.  That  is  correct.  Now, 
remember  that  is  a  reduction  of  only  ten  per 
cent  on  the  existing  duties.  So  that  in  order 
to  ascertain  how  much  of  duty  "is  collected 
upon  |hose  articles,  multiply  that  reduction 
by  ten,  and  you  will  find  that  the  articles 
upon  which  the  reduction  is  made  produced 
$82,747,760  of  the  revenue  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  80,  1871.  What  was  the  whole 
revenue?  It  was  $206,270,000,  so  that  yon 
take  this  from  cottons,  woolens,  metals,  earth- 
enware, glass,  leather,  India  rubber — seven 
interests  only  out  of  all  those  that  are  affected 
by  the  dniies  upon  imports. 

These  seven  interests  yield  to  the  Govern- 
ment two  fifths  of  all  the  revenue.  The  two 
fifths  would  make  $82,508,000,  and  $82, 747,760 
is  the  amount  upon  which  this  reduction  is 
made.  Here  are  seven  industries  which  yield 
two  fifths  of  the  revenue  of  the  Government 
from  customs,  and  you  propose  to  strike  down 
these  seven  industries  by  taking  the  ten  per 
cent,  reduction  of  duties  Irom  them,  while  you 
permit  the  duties  that  are  in  the  first  section 
and  the  duties  upon  all  the  others  which  have 
been  imposed  by  the^e  war  tariffs  to  remain. 
Surely  the  Senator  from  Indiana  will  not  con* 
tend  that  when  the  imports  which  come  in 
competition  with  these  seven  interests  yield 
this  amount  of  revenue,  such  duties  are  not 
competitive. 

Now,  sir,  what  kind  of  justice  is  there  in 
such  reduction  upon  a  few  interests?  Do  you 
tell  me  ihe  duties  are  high  ?  Iron  has  been 
referred  to ;  other  ariicles  have  been  referred 
to  as  being  higher  than  ever  they  were  be- 
fore. It  is  a  great  mistake.  I  have  in  my 
hand  the  rates  of  duty  imposed  from  the  foun- 
dation of  the  Government  up  to  the  present 
time,  and,  taking  iron  as  an  instance,  how  is 
it?  If  any  member  has  before  him  the  recent 
table  compiled  by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  by 
turning  to  page  22,  he  will  find  that  the  duty 
on  pig  iron  in  1816,  1818,  and  1819,  was  fifty 
cents  a  hundred  weight.  That  was  ten  dol- 
lars a  ton.  Going  on  under  the  tariff  of  1824 
and  1825,  it  remained  at  fifty  cents.  Under 
the  tariff  of  1828  it  was  raised  to  sixty- two  and 
a  half  cents  per  hundred- weight. 

Mr.  SHBKMAN.  Will  my  tnend  allow  me 
to  explain  the  reason  for  that? 

Mr.  SCOTr.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  price  of  iron  at  that 
time  jvas  three  or  four  times  what  it  is  now. 
When  i  spoke  of  the  rates  of  duty  i  referred 
to  them  ad  valorenif  of  course. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  will  come  to  that  directly. 
This  was  a  specific  duty,  a  duty  of  fifty  cents 
a  hundred -weight,  or  ten  dollars  a  ton. 

Mr.  SHEUMAN.  That  is  very  true ;  but 
the  price  of  iron  at  that  time  was  probably 
$100  a  ton. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  have  here  the  prices  at 
various  periods.  In  1828,  a  period  to  which 
1  have  referred,  pig  Iron  in  England  was  from 
twenty- six  to  twenty-nine  dollars  a  ton,  iustead 
of  $100  a  ton. 

Mr.  SHERMAN*  That.is  about  twice  the 
present  price. 

Mr.  SCO  IT.  In  1816  it  was  from  thirty- 
three  to  forty- three  dollars  a  ton,  and  from 
1842  to  1850  it  averaged  $19  65  a  ton.  I  have 
the  prioea  both  in  England  and  this  country 


from  1810  down  to  the  present  time.  Bat 
my  remarks  as  to  duties  nave  been  broken  in 
upon,  and  I  return  to  thai  subject.  I  was 
down  80  far  as  1833  with  the  duty  on  pig  iron. 
It  remained  at^  fifty  cents  a  ton ;  it  was  the 
same  in  1836 ;  it  was  the  same  in  1841.  By 
the  tariff  of  August  80,  1842,  it  was  raised  to 
nine  dollars  a  ton.  Now,  coming  from  1842 
down  to  the  present  time,  I  find  that  by  the 
tariff  of  1846  it  was  put  at  thirty  per  cent.,^ 
and  in  that  year,  as  I  have  stated,  it  was  about 
twentv  dollars  a  ton,  so  that  the  duty  on  it 
woula[  be  six  dollars  a  ton.  In  1857,  a  disas- 
trous act  for  the  interest  of  the  country,  it 
was  reduced  to  twenty-four  per  cent.  In 
March,  1861,  it  was  put  at  six  dollars  a  ton, 
and  remained  at  six  dollars  a  ton  by  the  acts 
of  August  and  December,  1861.  By  the  tariff 
act  of  1862  and  1868  it  was  six  dollars  a  ton, 
and  was  not  raised  to  nine  dollars  until  1864, 
1865,  and  1866,  by  the  successive  acts  of  those 
years,  and  it  so  remained  until  we  reduced  it 
in  1870  to  seven  dollars  a  ton.  it  has  been 
as  high  as  $12  50  a  ton  and  is  now  down  to 
seven  dollars.  This  is  selected  as  a  specimen 
for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  how  high  these 
duties  are 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Pig  iron  is  not  affected 
by  this  bill. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  am  aware  this  bill  does 
not  propose  to  reduce  it,  but  [  am  selecting  it. 
as  an  interest  which  is  not  affected  by  the  bill, 
and  is  consequently  used  for  the  purpose  of 
illustration  to  show  that  you  are  doing  an 
injustice  to  other  interests.  .  A  statement  was 
made  yesterday  (and  the  remark  of  the  Sen  • 
ator  from  Ohio  brings  it  forcibly  to  my  mind) 
by  the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Blair]  in 
reply  to  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  as  fol- 
lows : 

"If  the  Senator  will  ezoase  me»  I  will  My  that  I 
have  no  doubt  that  many  persons  voted  as  he  did  on 
that  suhieot  with  the  view  he  has  expressed.  I  have 
no  qaesiioa  of  that ;  but  the  leader  in  this  move- 
ment "— 

Referring  to  the  movement  to  put  coffee  on 

the  free  list — 

'*  and  the  phalanx  that  followed  him  are  known  to 
be  the  advocates  of  pro  tection  per  »e.  The  Senator 
movinr  the  amendment  was  the  one  who  dissented 
from  the  Committoeon  Fioaooe  and  came  oat  of  it 
and  mode  this  motion  represeotinff  P'eonsylvKQia. 
which  is  nothing  withoat  protection,  in  politics  I 
mean." 

On  the  same  assumption  I  suppose  that 
Missouri  is  nothing  in  politics  without  dis- 
traction.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BLAIK.  The  Senator  is  very  much 
mistaken.  We  are  the  most  united  people  in 
the  country. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  We  shall  see  that  in  a  few 
weeks.  I  believe  the  Republicans  are  uniting. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  these  remarks,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  suggest  that 
I  was  making,  this  argument  in  the  interest  of 
Pennsylvania  particularly.  I  made  this  motion 
not  in  the  interest  of  Pennsylvania  so  much 
as  i  did  it  in  the  interest  of  tree  labor  every- 
where. I  take  up  the  articles  that  are  em- 
braced in  that  second  section,  and  the  duties 
amcmnt  to  $8,747,274.  Now,  taking  the  re- 
ductions which  are  made,  (and  I. have  taken 
the  trouble  to  go  over  them,)  if  all  the  pig  iron 
and  steel  were  made  in  Pennsylvania  the  re- 
duction would  amount  to  $1,500,000  out  of 
$8,747,000.  But  Ohio  is  interested,  as  the 
Senator  tells  you,  in  iron  as  well  as  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  I  need  not  call  the  attention  of 
Senators  here  to  the  fact  that  there  are  many 
other  States  that  are  rapidly  becoming  as 
much  interested  in  it  as  Pennsylvania,  indeed 
more,  for  our  establishments  have  been  so 
long  in  succps«ifui  operation  that  they  urn  be- 
coming a  little  like  the  cotton  manufactures 
in  New  Ensland,  able  to  stand  nlone,  and 
perhaps  needing  protection  far  less  than  those 
of  Oho  and  Indiana  aud  the  Senator's  own 
State,  Missouri. 

This  interest,  then,  is  not  a  Pennsjlvania 
interest,  and  1,  representing   Pennsylvaniai 
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while  I  will  to  the  best  of  my  ability  take  care 
of  her  interests,  disclaim*  that  the  motion  is 
one  so  narrow  as  having  merely  for  its  basis 
the  interests  of  a  State. 

This  brings  me  to  consider  for  one  brief 
moment  the  very  question  which  I  think  I  can 
call  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  witness  was  pre- 
sented to  US  as  the  one  involved  in  this  redac- 
tion. He.  has  stated  that  we  heard  many 
representatives  of  various  interests,  and  that 
alter  hearing  them  the  committee  came  to  the 
conclusion,  as  undoubtedly  a  majority  of  them 
did,  in  entire  good  faith,  and  after  the  most 
laborious  and  painstaking  examinatiou,  that 
it  would  be  for  the  interest  of  those  manufac- 
turers that  this  reduction  should  be  made. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  there  were  more  than 
manufacturers,  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  that 
term,  beforethe  committee  ;  there  were  more 
than  those  who  had  their  capital  invested  in 
mills ;  there  were  the  workingmen  engaged 
in  those  mills ;  and  I  ask  the  &nator  if  it  is 
not  correct  that  whenever  the  subject  of  the 
reduction  of  duty  was  broached  there  to  pro- 
prietor and  operative  the  answer  was  that 
the  reduction  simply  involved  the  question  of 
reducinj[  the  wages  of  labor?  Was  there  any 
dissent  in  a  single  instance  of  any  one  of  the 
manufacturers  who  were  before  ns,  whether 
of  iron^  earthenware,  glass,  steel,  silk,  any 
single  interest  in  which,  when  the  chairman 
impressed  upon  them  the  necessity  of  takins 
care  of  their  intorest  by  yieldiog  to  this  demand 
for  a  reduction,  the^  did  not  say  that  it  was 
simply  a  <|uestion  .of  the  reduction  of  labor  ? 
The  propne tors  say,  *'  We  can  close  oar  estab- 
lishments ;  we  can  live  upon  the  interest  of 
capital,  while  our  laborers  may  not  be  able  to 
do  so ;  and  if  our  mills  stand  open  for  a  time 
the  alternative  to  them  is  to  seek  new  employ- 
meat  or  go  and  work  at  reduced  wi^es.''  That 
was  the  alternative  presented. 

And  now,  sir,  the  very  prediction  which  the 
Senator  from  Indiaua  has  made  is  the  one 
that,  ^verified,  will  bring  about  that  result  by 
inserting  this  second  section.     What  was  his 

Erediction  ?  It  was  that  if  we  reduce  the  duties 
y  adopting  the  second  section  the  revenues 
will  increase.  How  will  they  increase?  I 
need  not  say  to  my  friend  ihat  he  must,  be- 
fore he  can  get  the  revenues  up  to  the  present 
standard,  increase  imports.  If  they  must  be 
larger  to  yield  an  equal  revenue  at  reduced 
rates,  they  must  be  very  much  larger  to  yield 
increased  revenues ;  and  just  in  proportion  as 
you  increase  the  imports  do  you  tnrow  idle 
oar  own  labor ;  and  that  is  the  question  which 
is  presented  if  the  Senator's  argument  be  trae. 
These  customs,  which  are  already  so  large  as  to 
give  uneasiness  to  every  man  who  asks  the  Ques- 
tion how  we  are  to  pay  for  them  after  awhile, 
will  so  largely  inorease  that  oar  mills  will  be 
idle,  our  capital  will  be  unemployed,  the  for- 
eign imports  will  be  thrown  in  upon  us,  if  for 
DO  other  reason,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
control  of  the  market  until  they  can  break 
oan  down.  Then  will  come  financial  distress 
and  panic,  perhaps  the  stopping  of  our  manu- 
factories m  over  the  land,  and  the  cessation 
for  the  time  being  of  oastoms,  of  the  ability 
ta  buy  and  pay  for  imports,  or  to  pay  any  other 
kind  of  taxes.  ^ 

This  idea  of  immense  profits  on  the  part  of 
the  manufacturers  I  think  is  producing  an 
erroneous  impression  on  the  minds  of  the 
Senate.  Why,  sir,  I  have  heard  laboriog  men 
who  discussed  this  subject,  and  they  discussed 
it  as  intelligently  as  anybody  else,  say  that 
even  reducing  the  question  of  human  labor 
(down  to  the  low  standard  that  existed  in  the 
slave  States  and  putting  a  good  mechanic  at 
$2,000,  if  they  could  be  guaranteed  an  annual 
aaving  of  what  would  be  equivalent  to  the 
interest  at  six  per  cent,  on  $2,000,  after  keep- 
ing themselves,  they  would  be  perfectly  content. 
Well,  sir,  now  when  the  manufactories  stop 
tlie  man  who  owns  the  product  of  dead  labor, 
who  has  capital  in  his  handst  can  stand  by  and 


live  through  the  storm,  while  the  laboring 
man  is  not  receiving  enough  to  enable  him^  to 
weather  it.  Now,  sir,  I  wish  a  system  which 
will  pot  the  product  of  the  labor  of  the  living 
man  at  least  equal  with  the  representative  of 
the  labor  of  the  dead  man  $  and  you  cannot 
get  away  from  this  labor  question.  Sir,  as  I 
stated  in  the  argument  which  I  had  the  honor 
to  make  before  the  Senate  a  few  days  ago,  it 
is  the  question  which  the  representatives  of 
these  interests  presented  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  They  are  as  good  judges  of  their  in- 
terest as  the  Committ^  on  Finance  can  be. 
They  do  not  fear  this  predicted  storm  which, 
according  to  the  Senator  from  Maine,  is  to  roll 
over  the  country  and  strike  down  all  these 
manufacturing  interests  if  duties  are  not 
reduced. 

Why,  sir,nrhat  is  the  position  of  those  who 
resist  them?  It  is  not  '*  Give  ns  ten  pec  cent, 
reduction  to-day,  and  that  shall  stand  for  five 
or  for  seven  years."  If  it  were  I,  standing 
here  as  the  representative  perhaps  of  as  many 
manofacturing  interests  as  any  other  Senator, 
would  take  them  at  their  word  and  say,  ^^If 
you  will  give  us  stability  for  seven  years  at 
a  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  yon  shall  have 
it."  But,  sir,  read  the  petition  which  they 
send  in  to  us.  It  is  to  abolish  the  duties  on 
pig  iron,  glass,  silks,  and  on  woolens  and  cot- 
tons and  other  articles,  showing  that  their  de- 
sire is  to  employ  and  pay  for  foreign  labor  and 
to  throw  idle  our  own.  On  that  sobject,  as 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  recently  alluded  to 
it,  and  is  desirous  to  do  what  is  right  toward 
the  laborers  of  our  country,  let  me  supply  to 
him  a  fact  in  a  form  which  cannot  be  denied, 
whatever  other  denials  may  be  made  about 
the  effect  of  this  system  in  England  in  regard 
to  their  population. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  Whitaker's  Almanac, 
which,  as  we  all  know,  gives  the  most  accurate 
statistics  with  regard  to  the  whole  British  Gov- 
ernment, and  it  is  the  last  edition,  for  1872. 
I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  proportion  of 
pauperism  which  existed  in  that  country  dur- 
fhg  the  year  1869.  On  page  190  of  that  book 
I  read  as  follows : 

"The  population  of  the  counties  of  Bnsland  and 
Wales  is  here  given  for  1871i  with  their  valaation  as 
assessed  under  different  sehedales  of  theinoomeand 
property  tax,  the  amount  ooUeoted  for  the  poor-rate, 
and  the  nnmber  of  paupers  In  1869.  The  last  column 
cannot  be  looked  at  without  some  feelinn  of  shame, 
and  the  queetioo  will  natarallf  arise  whether  it  is 
neoensary,  with  all  our  uncultivated  land  at  home 
and  abroad,  that  such  a  state  of  pauperism  should 
exist,  or  whether  some  means  mif  bt  not  be  found 
by  which  these  Idle^  unproductive  hands  ooald  be 
turned  into  industnons  prodnoers  of  wealth,  and 
thus  add  to  the  material  welfare  of  the  community." 

Then  follows  the  table.  With  a  population 
of  21,000,000  in  roand  numbers  in  England 
they  have  995,000  paupers;  in  other  words, 
one  inhabitant  out  of  eveij  twenty- one  is  a 
pauper,  and  their  poor-rate  is  £9,100,244  on  a 
valuation  of  real  estate  of  £802,577,000.  In 
Wales  it  is  far  worse,  for  out  of  a  population 
of  1,216,000  they  have  148,886  paupers,  or 
more  than  one  in  every  ten,  and  their  poor-rate 
is  £616^209  upon  a  valuation  of  £10,878^890. 
There  is  the  effect  of  a  policy  such  as  that 
which  you  are  asked  to  adopt,  striking  down 
that  protection  which  is  given  to  labor,  and  to 
labor  alone,  in  this  country.  I  mieht  go  far- 
ther and  show  that  this  has  driven  hngland  to 
what  is  certainly  a  most  humiliating  exhibit 
for  her  to  put  forth  ia  one  of  her  own  publica- 
tions. It  is  this,  in  reference  to  emigration,  on 
page  274 : 


it  I 


The  poor*law  act  of  18&4,  and  other  subsequent 
acts,  empower  the  application  of  the  poor-rate 
toward  the  emigration  of  ooor  persons,  and  enable 
guardians  of  unions  and  of  parishes  to  promote  emi- 
gration at  the  oost  of  their  funds,  with  the  order 
and  sufajeot  to  the  regulatiqas  of  the  poor-law 
board. 

"  The  general  effect  of  the  acts  appears  to  be  that 
guardians  of  unions  or  of  separate  parishes  not  in 
union,  may,  without  the  previous  consent  of  the  ves- 
try meeting,  but  with  the  sanction  of  the  poor-law 
board,  expend  any  sum  not  exceeding  ten  pounds 
in  aiding  the  emigration  of  any  poor  person  having 


a  Bottltment  in  the  parish,  or  ia  any  psriih  of  tbs 
union. 

**  So  also  the  guardians  are  not  limited  as  to  th« 
amount  to  be  expended  by  them  in  respect  of  poor 
persons  who  are  actually  chargeable  apoo  tho  «■• 
mon  fund  of  the  union,  whetnc 


not. 


ler  settled  thwoia  or 


The  effect  of  that  sentence  being  to  shov 
that  the  limitation  of  ten  pounds  is  remov^. 
You  thus  have  the  degree  of  paapensm  and 
the  fact  acknowledged  in  their  own  publica- 
tions that  they  authorize  the  officers  charged 
with  their  poor  to  get  rid  of  them  by  pajiog 
their  passage  to  ns  or  wherever  else  tbej  vili 
go.  Is  there  any  man  here  who  wishes  lo  kgis- 
Fate  to  bring  about  a  state  of  affairs  of  Uiat 
character  in  this  country  7  That  is  the  ques- 
tion presented  by  this  reduction. 

Now,  getting  to  the  financial  point  of  view, 
if  you  introduce  this  section  voa  take  avay 
$8,000,000.  If  we  repeal  the  auty  on  tea  and 
coffee,  as  we  have  done  by  our  vote,  and  as  I 
hope  we  shall  do  without  fail,  $19,000,000 
more,  that  will  make  $27,000,000.  The  free  Hit 
makes  •nearly  four  million  dollars,  makittg 
$31,000,000  that  we  shall  have  reduced  ibe 
revenue.  We  do  not  know  whether  the  fint 
section  will  go  in  or  not;  but  if  it  does,  it ii 
$3,000,000  more. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Allow  me  to  ssj  to  the 
Senator  as  to  tea  and  coffee,  that  during  part 
of  the  last  fiscal  ^ear  the  tax  on  tea  and  coffee 
was  at  a  much  hif^her  rate  than  it  is  under  the 
present  law :  but  if  the  same  number  of  pouodi 
are  imported  this  year  as  last  year,  the  actual 
reducUoo  is  $16,892,000;  but  taking  the  ac- 
tual increase  at  four  per  cent.,  the  amoont 
agreed  on  as  the  proper  increase,  the  loss  by 
putting  tea  and  ooffee  on  the  free  list  is  about 
sixteen  and  a  half  million  dollars. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  However  that  may  be,  I  find, 
on  looking  at  the  importations  both  at  Nev 
York  and  San  Francisooj  that  the  increase  ii 
very  much  over  the  percentage  for  that  part 
of  this  year  which  has  run ;  but  let  me  pro- 
ceed. Suppose  it  to  be  $19,000,000  on  tea 
and  coffee;  $4,000,000  on  the  free  list,  Dik- 
ing $28,000,000,  $8,000,000  by  the  second 
section,  making  $31,000,000;  and  now  if  yoa 
add  the  internal  taxes,  which  we  all  desire  to 
do,  that  will  make  the  whole 'reduction  |62,- 
000,000.  The  Secretary  of  the  Tressnry  told 
us  that  we  might  reduce  $36,000,000.  The 
Senator  from  Ohio  (in  which  I  agreed  with 
him)  told  us  we  could  add  $14,000,000  as  tbe 
probable  inorease  of  customs,  and  that  woaid 
make  the  sunount  which  we  could  safely  go  to. 
He  said  $86,000,000;  and  by  adding  the 
$14,000,000  we  might  go  to  $60,000,000 ;  bat 
as  now  proposed,  even  without  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill,  you  will  rednoe  the  wrwm 
$62,000,000. 

Mr.  CONKIilNG.    May  I  ask  a  question? 

Mr.  SCOTT.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  U  upon  the  ides 
tJiat  this  tea  per  cent,  reduction  is  to  c^ 
$8,000,000  of  revenue.  Do^  the  Senator  really 
believe  that  7 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  really  believe  that  if  it  doea 
not  reduce  the  revenue  $8,000,000,  bat  if  oo 
the  contrary  yoa  increase  the  importations  >o 
far  as  that  the  revenue  will  come  up  to  that 
point,  you  will  so  iigurioasly  affect  the  indus- 
trial interests  of  this  country  that  you  will  loee 
far  more  than  $8,000,000  from  your  Treaso^- 

Mr.  CON KUNG.  Far  more  than  $8,000,- 
000  in  what  regard  ?    As  to  internal  taxes. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  As  to  the  ability  of  the  people 
to  buy  and  pay  for  any  imports  that  yon  vaut 
them  to  buy  and  pay  for.  You  will  introduce 
by  the  increase  of  imports  so  much  embarrsa- 
ment  into  the  roanuxacturing  interests  of  ue 
country  that  those  who  now  make  wages  m 
are  able  to  pay  for  your  imports  will  be  i<ue 
and  without  employ mant. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  WUl  the  Senator  allot 
me  a  moment  there? 

Mr.  SCOTT.    Yea,  sir.  ^.     . 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Agreeing  with  hiin  •< 
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I  do  in  Terj  mach,  I  cannot  agree  with  bim 
in  that.  The  law  of  supply  and  demand  is 
one  of  the  most  inexorable  and  inevitable  of 
all  laws,  as  much  so  nearly  as  the  taw  of  grav* 
itation ;  and  the  Senator  can  never  maintain 
his  proposition  until  he  overthrows  that  law, 
for  hia  antument  mast  be  that  the  importers 
will  briog  here,  pay  for,  and  pay  the  duties 
npon  imparts  in  excess  of  those  for  which  they 
can  find  a  market ;  in  other  words,  that  the 
ordinarjr  consumers  and  buyers  of  imports  will 
be  so  crippled  by  the  aot  that  they  cannot  buy 
and  pay  for  the  same  value  of  goods  that  they 
would  do  otherwise.  Now,  I  submit  to  the 
Senator  that  this  whole  process  is  an  auto- 
matic,  selfa^justing  one.  No  more  imports 
will  come  here  than  can  find  a  market ;  and 
when  he  admits  that  a  reduction  of  ten  per 
cent,  will  increase  the  imports,  he  has  deprived 
himself  of  the  power  to  argue  that  it  wiu  crip- 
ple the  consamera  of  imports  so  that  the 
market  for  them  will  be  diminished. 

Now,  as  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  inter- 
rupting my  friend,  I  bpg  to  make  one  other 
observation  and  I  will  relieve  him.  It  turns 
out  now  by  the  statement  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance  that  an  error  of 
$2,500,000  in  a  single  item  of  redaction  has 
been  assumed  here  day  after  day  from  the 
start.  Nineteen  million,  we  have  heen  told 
all  the  time,  was  to  be  tnc  rednction  by  put- 
ting tea  and  coffee  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  corrected  it  the  very 
next  day.     It  was  only  one  day. 

Mr.CONKLING.  On  the  contrary,  although 
I  do  not  want  to  refer  to  what  has  been  said 
•Isewhere,  I  may  enlarge  my  remark  and  say 
that  in  this  Chamber  and  elsewhere  it  has  been 
assumed  from  the  start  that  nineteen  million 
or  thereabouts  was  to  be  the  loss  from  putting 
tea.and  coffee  on  the  free  list.  I  do  not  ref<£ 
especially  to  what  my  honarable  friend. firom 
Ohio  said. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  put  myself  on  the 
record  upon  that  matter. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  So  the  Senator  did  yes- 
terday; bat  others  have  stated  it,  and  I  ac- 
cepted it  myself.  It  was  one  of  those  simple 
results  that  I  did  not  suppose  it  was  necessary 
to  verify  or  review.;  therefore  1  took  the  state- 
ment niade  here,  and  supposed  that  the  vote 
upon  tea  and  coffee  withdrew  from  the  Treas- 
ury for  the  next  fiscal  year  $19,000,000.  It 
tarns  out  to  be  $2,600,000  less :  and  now  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  is  rooting  up  for 
OS  a  balance-sheet,  into  which  he  has  carried 
the  $2,500,000,  aod  the  $8,000,000  growing 
out  of  the  ten  per  cent,  reduction,  and  be 
reaches  $62,500,000  of  redaction.  Now,  I 
say  to  my  honorable  friend  that  patent  upon 
the  face  of  that,  it  appears  to  me,  is  an 
error  of  $10,500,000,  and  in  place  of  being 
$62,500,000,  it  IS  $62,000,000  by  his  own 
showing,  to  my  mind.  But,  Mr.  President, 
if  he  can  prove  that  it  is  $62,000,000,  even 
that  will  not  terrify  me.  We  snail  find  other 
instances  of  exaggerated  estimates  of  these 
reductions,  axid  when  ^hey  are  made,  if  they 
are  $62,000,000,  my  honorable  friend  and 
myself  will  be  surprised,  as  we  have  been 
year  by  year,  to  see  how  th«  income  will 
overflow  the  estimates  of  what  that  income 
would  be. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  My  friend  from  New  Yoric 
always  has  the  happy  faculty  of  making  a 
strong  argument  at  the  close  of  his  speech  ^ 
for  the  purpose  of  diverting,  if  possible,  from 
a  weaker  position  with  which  he  started  out. 
I  need  no  other  answer  to  the  first  position  to 
which  he  called  my  attention  than  the  statis- 
tics to  which  I  referred  a  few  moments  ago. 
Our  people  are  employed  at  the  present  time 
in  our  manufactories.  There  are  ninety-nine 
thousand  paupers  waiting  for  employment  in 
England,  tor  the  reason  that  we  refuse  to  em- 
ploy them,  and  do  empToy  our  own ;  and  there 
is  the  compiler  of  that  almanac  saying  that  it  is 
a  source  of  shame  that  they  cannot  give  them 
employment.     If  the  English  manufacturer's 


product  comes  here,  it  is  because  it  comes 
cheaper  by  reason  of  the  reduction  of  the  duty, 
and  drives  our  own  man  out  of  market,  and 
BO  long  as  the  volume  of  unemployed  labor  is 
there  wailing  employment  when  a  market  is 
open,  his  argument  about  supply  and  demand 
fiuls  him. 

Now,  when  we  come  to  the  annual  revenues, 
the  statement  of  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  is  certainly  correct  with'  reference 
to  the  duties  that  were  yielded  in  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  80, 1871,  from  tea  and  coffee. 
They  were  $19,000,000.  He  is  certainly  cor- 
rect in  the  statement  that  six  months  of  that 
year  embraoed  higher  duties  upon  tea  and 
eoflfbe;  but  it  will  also  be  remembered  that 
in  oonseqoenoe  of  that  law  going  into  opera- 
tion prospectiTely  a  very  large  portion  of  that 
trade  was  deferred  for  the  last  s{x  months  of 
that  year.  For  the  very  same  reason  I  have 
no  doubt  that  it  would  be  deferred  until  after 
the  Ist  of  July.  Now,  if  any  Senator  will 
take  up,  as  I  have  taken  up,  the  reports  con- 
tained in  the  Grocers'  Circular  from  New 
York,  of  the  importation  of  tea  into  New  York 
and  San  Francisco,  and  of  coffee  into  the  vari- 
ous ports,  he  will  find  that  the  increase  is  so 
great  that  in  all  probability  it  will  be  $19,000,- 
000  again.  I  think  it  is  very  probable  it  will 
be.  But  however  that  may  be,  I  do  not  intend 
to  be  diverted  again  into  an  argument  upon 
that  feature  of  the  case. 

I  follow  with  such  implicit  confidence  the 
chairman  o^  the  committee  with  reference  to 
these  estimates  that  1  have  endeavored  to  dif- 
fer with  him  as  litde  as  possible,  and  I  now 
find  mvself  in  my  present  position  because  1 
am  followinff  what  was  the  original  determina- 
tion of  my  mend,  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee.  That  was,  that  if  the  duty  on  tea 
and  coffee  was  repealed,  then,  in  safety  to  the 
revenues  of  the  Government,  we  must  hold  on 
to  the  duties  that  are  imposed  upon  the  arti- 
cles upon  which  it  is  now  proposed  to  reduce 
them  by  the  second  section.  1  believe  he  was 
right  in  that,  and  believing  that,  I  must  apolg- 
giae  to  the  Senate  for  having  again  ocoOpied 
their  time  so  long,  for  I  did  not  intend  to  do 
so  when  I  rose^  1  mav  add  that,  feeling,  as  I 
do,  that  I  stand  ui>on  the  right  ground  in  adyo- 
eating  the  interests  of  American  labor  upon 
this  floor,  and  conscious  also  that  I  stand  the 
representative  of  the  producers  of  $887,000,000 
worth  of  manufactunng  industry  in  one  city 
of  my  State,  I  could  not  say  less. 

I  should  be  glad  to  bring  that  sulnect  more 
prominently  before  the  Senate  if  I  thought  it 
were  not  weamng  them  now,  to  show  them 
the  number  of  the  industries,  small,  it  is  true, 
many  of  them,  but  flouri^ing  under  these 
duties,  which  will  be  stricken  down  in  the 
interest  of  the  Free-Trade  League,  if  we  are 
induce'd  now  to  give  this  ten  per  cent,  of  blood 
to  the  tiger,  for  it  is  only  that.  He  will  not 
be  appeased  with  it  The  clamor  will  go  on 
for  an  American  market  for  British  products, 
and  I  rely  upon  the  votes  of  American  Sena- 
tors to  sustain  American  labor  by  Striking  out 
this  second  section  and  permitting  tea  and 
coffee  to  go  unineumberea  with  anything  else 
thatf  the  me  list  to  the  House. 

Mr.  FRfiLINGHUYSEN.  I  understood 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  whether  the  manufacturers 
could  sustain  themselves  under  this  ten  per 
cent,  reduction  of  duties,  and  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  answers  that  it  was  the  true  policy, 
and  necessary  to  make  that  concession  tn 
order  to  retain  a  tariff.  That  is  not  an  answer 
to  the  question.  I  believe  that  if  protection 
is  right  this  country  will  maintain  it,  and  in 
my  opinion  that  principle  is  stronger  to-day 
in  the  United  States  than  ever  before,  and  is 
every  day  growing  stronger. 

The  question  recurs  i^hether  the  manufi&c* 
turercan  sustain  himself  under  this  reduction. 
It  has  been  represented  to  me  by  all  the  inter- 
ests of  which  1  have  spoken,  the  potteries,  cast 
steel,  and  silk,  that  the  reduction  would  be 


disastrous  to  their  business.  This  ten  per  cent, 
off  of  the  duty  is  about  two  or  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  manufactured 
product  The  profits  of  these  manufitcturers 
as  a  general  thing  range  from  seven  to  ten  per 
cent.  Take  this  two  and  a  half  or  two  per 
cent  from  so  small  a  profit,  and  yon  can  see 
how  you  cripple  the  industry.  But  we  do  not 
want  the  testimony  of  anybody.  We  know 
that  these  manufactures  have  grown  up  under 
a  protection  which  the  premium  on  gold  yielded 
them.  The  premium  does  afford  protection. 
Who  doubts  but  that  the  importer  could  im- 
port more  cheaply  to-day  if^  he  could  pay  in 
currency  than  in  gold  ? 

The  mannfiMsturers  are  now  also  deprived  of 
the  war  demand.  They  have  to  pay  an  en- 
hanced value  for  the  raw  material.  Now.  just 
after  coming  oat  of  the  war,  when  this  great 
change  is  made,  is  it  unreasonable  for  the 
manufacturers  of  this  country  to  ask  to  be  let 
alone?  They  will  struggle  through,  and  in  a 
year  or  two  will  probab^be  able  to  submit  to 
a  reduction.  And  there  was  ffreat  force  in  the 
remark  of  the  Senator  firom  Ohio,  that  labor  is 
increasing  in  value  in  England,  and  that  that 
will  soon  enable  us  to  reduce  our  duties  here 
unless  we  by  taking  off  this  duty  destroy  our 
manufactures. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  sorry  to  soo  that  some 
Senators  here  forget  that  they  are  Senators  of 
the  United  States.  They  believe  in  the  doctrine 
of  protection  for  sugar;  they  believe  in  the 
doctrine  of  protection  for  salt ;  thev  believe  in 
the  doctrine  of  protection  for  wool ;  they  be- 
lieve in  the  doctrine  of  protection  for  rice. 
What  interest  has  my  State  in  those  commod- 
ities? And  yet  I  cheerfully  voted  to  protect 
each  of  those  interests,  because  it  was  the  in- 
terest of  this  country;  and  you  cannot  damage 
one  part  of  it,  one  member,  without  the  whole 
body  suffering.  But  when  we  come  to  the 
manufactories  of  the  country,  having  secured 
these  local  and  individual  interests,  gentlemen 
vote  to  reduce  at  this  most  critical  time  of 
those  duties  ten  per  cent.  I  trust,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, that  this  second  secUon  will  be  stricken 
from  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  a  question,  with  his 
permission,  and  that  is,  what  radnction,  if  any, 
has  taken  place  in  the  avera^  price  of  labor 
since  those  duties  were  established  ? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  It  is  a  veiy  per- 
tinent question,  Mr.  President  The  Senator 
from  Ohio,  in  answer  to  the  inquiry  put  by  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  said  that  commodities 
were  cheaper,  that  wheat  and  corn  were 
cheaper ;  but  how  does  that  affect  the  manu- 
facturer if  the  price  of  wages  remains  the 
same?  The  question  is  whether  wages  are 
any  lower,  wages  are  no  lower  than  they 
were  when  these  duties  were  imposed,  but  on 
the  contrary  have  advanced. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Mr.  President,  while  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  was  speaking  on  the  sub- 
ject of  labor  it  occurred  to  me  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Rhode  Island,  who  is  not  now  in  his 
seat,  [Mr.  SpRAOcni,}  what  portion  of  the  cost 
of  these  articles  consisted  of  the  item  of  labor, 
and  he  informed  me  thatone  half  is  labor,  and 
that  the  price  of  labor  had  advanced  twenty 
per  cent,  in  1867,  and  in  1870  twenty  per  cent, 
again  in  addition.  That  is  an  answer  to  the 
question  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Morton]  in  regard  to  labor,  it  seems  to  me. 

Now  1  wish  to  submit  a  proposition  as  to 
the  cost  of  these  articles  in  gold,  and  I  have 
figured  it  up.  Suppose  an  article  cost  in 
Europe  two  aoUars  when  the  premiufn  on  gold 
in  Uiis  country  was  fifly  per  cent  It  was 
sixty-seven  per  cent  in  18o6,  but  take  it  at 
fifty  per  cent  Suppose  the  duty  was  one  dol- 
lar, or  fifty  per  cent.  Fifty  per  cent  premium 
on  the  two  dollars  would  be  one  dollar.  Then 
the  premium  on  gold  on  the  duty  would  be  fifty 
cents,  making  in  the  cost  of  the  article  in  cur- 
rency $4  60.  At  that  time,  of  course,  the 
manufacturer  only  had  to  produce  an  article 
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which  he  could  sell  in  competition  with  the 
foreign  article  costing  $4  50.  To- day,  wiih 
the  present  premiam  on  gold,  the  cost  of  ibe  arti- 
cle m  Europe  we  will  say  is  two  dollars.  The 
premium  on  Rold,  at  ten  per  cent., is  twenty 
cents.  The  duty  on  the  article  being  fifty  per 
cent.,  is  one  dollar,  and  the  premium  oti  the 
gold  to  pay  the  duty  is  ten  cents.  Conse- 
quently, that 'article  costs  here  to-day  $3  80. 
Ihus  the  manufacturer  to-day  has  to  sell  his 
article  for  $8  80  to  compete  with  the  for- 
eign production,  whereas  in  1866  he  could  get 
$4  60  for  the  same  article.  If  during  the  next 
year  we  reduce  the  premium  on  gold  to  noth- 
ing, bring  it  down  to  par,  we  reduce  this  $8  80 
by  thirty  cents,  and  consequently  the  article 
which  he  could  get  $4  60  for  in  1866  he  has  to 
produce  for  three  dollars. 

As  to  the  cost  of  the  woolen  production,  I 
suppose  it  will  be  contended  that  on  an  aver- 
age the  raw  material  alone  is  one  half  less 
than  it  was  in  1866.  I  deny  it.  In  fact,  it  is 
almost  as  high  now  as  it  was  during  the  war 
or  in  1865.  The  woolen  interest  of  this  coun- 
try is  a  very  important  interest;  and  the  labor 
being  from  twenty  to  forty  per  cent,  higher 
than  it  was  in  1866,  as  statea  by  the  Senator 
from  Khode  .Island,  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be 
a  very  difficult  thing  for  our  woolen  manufac- 
turers to  compete  with  the  foreign  manufac- 
tured article,  unless  labor  has  very  materially 
advanced  in  Europe. 

This  interest  is  in  its  infancy  in  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 
Wool  is  now  being  produced  in  our  State  to  a 
very  great  extent.  This  section  proposes  to 
reduce  the  duties  ten  per  cent.,  not  only  upon 
the  article  of  wool,  but  upon  the  manatac- 
tured  article.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  this 
manufacture  is  of  no  personal  interest  to  me. 
In  fact,  politically  speaking,  if  I  considered 
it  in  a  political  aspect,  as  the  gentlemen  who 
control  these  manufactures  are  principally 
Democrats,  it  will  be  seen  that  I  am  not 
working  for  the  interest  of  my  political  friends. 
It  is  therefore  not  a  political  question  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned.  I  look  at  the  matter  in 
a  practical  point  of  view.  It  seems  to  me  that 
we  are  reaacing  these  duties  to  a  greater 
extent  than  the  manufacturers  of  the  country 
can  at  this  time  bear. 

We  also  have  salt  interests  in  our  State,  and 
if  the  duty  was  sufficient  we  could  commence 
the  manufacture  of  salt,  but  labor  is  too  high 
there  at  present  to  enable  us  to  do  it.  We 
hope  in  the  future  to  develop  these  resources. 
We  have  also  built  furnaces  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  pig  iron.  I  know  that  one  company 
expended  in  one  furnace  $120,000  in  gold, 
which  is  now  lying  idle.  We  have  as  rich 
mines  perhaps  as  are  in  the  world. 

Mr.  SHEUMAN.  la  there  a  pig-ifon  fur- 
pace  in  Oregon  lying  idle  ? 

Mr.  CORBETT.    There  is. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  a  very  extraor- 
dinary thing,  for  the  price  of  pig  iron  is  higher 
DOW  than  it  has  been  for  years. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  This  is  an  extraordinary 
time.  Notwithstanding  the  reduction  of  the 
duly  on  pig  iron  two  years  ago,  pig  iron  is 
higher  now  than  it  has  been  for  a  number  of 
years ;  but  our  furnaces  closed  some  two  or 
three  years  ago.  They  attempted  under  the 
duty  of  nine  dollars  a  ton  to  manufacture  pig 
iron,  but  the  English  importers  sent  their  pig 
iron  into  our  market  cheaper  and  drove  our 
pig  iron  out  of  the  market.  We  i'oond  we 
were  unable  to  compete,  that  they  sold  at  just 
about  the  price  it  cost  us  to  produce  the  article. 
We  hope  iu  the  future,  provided  we  can  retain 
the  present  duty,  when  labor  shall  have  been 
reduced  in  price,  to  produce  these  articles. 

We  have  immense  coal-fields  in  our  State. 
These  are  being  developed,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  they  will  be  developed  to  a  siill  greater 
extent  if  properly  protected.  We  have  great 
interests  to  be  developed  in  these  hidden  re- 
sources. We  expect  to  be  the  New  England 
of  the  West.     We  expect  to  manufacture  all 


these  articles  that  are  needed  on  the  Pacific 
coast.  I  feel,  therefore,  a  deep  interest  on  the 
part  of  the  people  I  represent,  and  also  for  all 
those  who  are  coming  to  our  shores.  We 
desire  to  establish  manufactures.  We  desire 
to  build  up  manufactures,  and  thereby  diversify 
our  labor.  The  principal  portion  of  our  labor 
now  is  engaged  m  the  production  of  cereals, 
and  we  are  obliged  to  ship  our  grains  abroad. 
We  are  obliged  to  ship  our  surplus  to  England 
and  bring  back  in  exchanse  her  manufactured 
goods.  This  our  people  do  not  believe  is  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  State.  We  believe 
that  protecting  these  industries  and  building 
np  these  manufactures  among  ourselves  tend 
to  the  prosperity  of  our  State.  We  are  now 
simply  in  the  infancy  of  these  manufactares; 
and  to  strike  a  blow  at  the  woolen  manufacture 
and  reduce  the  duties  ten  per  cent,  at  this 
time,  it  seems  to  me,  will  be  very  detrimental 
to  these  interests,  and  not  only  to  them,  but 
also  to  the  wool-growing  interest  of  our  State. 

Our  people  heretofore  have  not  been  able  to 
get  more  than  twenty  cents  for  their  wool,  and 
they  are  now  exporting  wool  to  the  eastern 
States,  and  they  are  obtaining  fortv  cents  a 
pound  for  it.  If  we  reduce  the  duty  upon 
woolen  manufactures  in  the  eastern  States, 
where  shall  we  find  a  market  for  our  surplus 
wool  above  what  we  manufacture  at  home? 
If  this  reduction  takes  place,  and  these  manu- 
factures are  crippled,  it  will  destroy  our  market 
for  our  wools,  and  it  may  be,  also  destroy  our 
market  within  our  own  State  for  our  wools, 
so  that  we  may  be  obliged  to  ship  them  abroad 
and  bring  back  in  exchange  manufactures  from 
European  countries. 

For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  against  this  sec- 
ond section,  and  hope  it  may  not  be  attached 
to  this  bill. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  Is  an 
amendment  in  order  to  the  second  section? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Hab- 
LAK  in  the  chair.)  The  pending  amendment 
is  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  proposed 
by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  Then  a 
further  amendment  is  not  now  in  order? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    It  is  noU 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  I  desire 
to  amend  the  second  section. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  would  be 
in  order  to  move  to  amend  the  text  of  the  sec- 
tion between  lines  fifteen  and  twenty- four  on 
the  sixth  page  of  the  priot..  The  matter  there 
proposed  to  be  stricken  out  may  be  amended 
before  the  vote  is  taken  on  striking  out. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  Theamend- 
ment  I  propose  is  in  line  nineteen,  to  strike 
out  the  words  *'and  steel  rails.'' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  would 
be  in  order. 

Mr.  MORTON.     How  doos  it  read  then  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  Then  the 
clause  would  read : 

On  all  iron  and  steel,  and  on  all  manafaoturet 
of  iron  and  uteel.  of  which  either  of  sacb  metalu  is 
the  component  part  of  chief  value,  excepting  pig 
iron. 

I  propose  to  strike  out  the  words  '*-and 
steel  rails,''  which  come  in  immediately  after 
pig  iron,  so  that  steel  rails  may  come  under 
the  operation  of  the  second  section  and  bear 
the  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  on  other  arti- 
cles, and  I  desire  to  submit  a  remark  in  favor 
of  tnis  proposition. 

The  tariff  upon  steel  rails  was  placed  at  a 
cent  and  a  quarter  a  pound  in  the  act  of  1870, 
making  the  duty  $27  60  a  ton.  That  amounts 
to  an  €ul  valorem  duty  of  fifty-one  per  cent. 
In  the  act  of  1870  the  tariff  duty  on  pig  iron 
was  reduced  to  seven  dollars  a  ton,  or  an  ad 
valorem  percentage  of  about  forty,  or  more 
exactly  forty  and  five  eighths  per  cent.  Then 
there  is  a  difference  as  against  steel  rails  of  over 
ten  per  cent,  under  tlie  act  of  1870. 

Now,  steel  rails  are  an  important  item  in  the 
construction  of  railroads.  Thev  are  required 
for  all  the  main  lines  of  railroad  for  safety  and 


in  every  point  of  view.  We  eaa  only  jwdgeby 
looking  at  the  expense  which  attends  the  con- 
struction of  railroads,  and  the  whole  country 
is  anxious  for  their  construction.  Your  towns 
and  counties,  and  iu  fiict  the  States,  are  largely 
interested  in  making  railroads  throngh  diiSer- 
ent  localities,  and  they  are  incwrriDg  heavy 
debts  to  make  them,  if  they  are  to  be  made 
at  all,  surely  it  is  important  that  the  -people 
should  get  the  material  with  which  to  make 
them  as  cheap  as  it  can  be  had  in  view  of  the 
necessities  of  the  country  for  revenue. 

The  common  railroad  iron  imported. into 
the  United  States  last  year  a  moan  ted  to 
nine  hundred  million  pounds,  the  value  of 
which  was  about  fourteen  million  dollars,  and 
the  tariff  duties  on  that  importation  were 
about  six  million  dollars.  .  Tlie  quantity  of 
steel  rails  imported  into  the  Qnited  States 
within  the.  last  fiscal  year  amounted  to  one 
hundred  million  pounds,  the  value  of  which 
was  about  two  million  four  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  from  that  we  derived  a 
revenue  of  about  one  million  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  the  tariff  duty  being  fifty  one 
per  cent,  or  thereabouts.  Now  I  propose,  to 
bring  it  under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  to 
reduce  it  to  forty  or  forty-one  per  cent. ,  to  put 
it  into  the  same  class  with  the  other  kinds  of 
railroad  iron. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Will  the  Senator  state  the 
difference  between  the  price  of  steel  rails  now 
and  before  the  act  of  1870  was  passed  ? 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  The  dif- 
ference is  about  six  dollars  in  gold.  They  are 
higher  now  than  then— ^between  five  dollars  and 
sixty  cents  and  six  dollars  a  ton,  according  te 
my  information.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  nuike 
a  speech,  but  to  address  myself  to  the  jndx- 
meut  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  this  one  arti* 
cle.  I  want  to  place  it  on  a  common  level 
with  .the  other  articles  manufactured,  and 
which  come  into  public  use  so  1  rgely. 

The  quantity  ot  steel  rails  required  to  a  yard 
of  railroad  is  about  sixty-two  pounda  If  you 
compute  the  tariff  on  sixty-two  pounds  at  the 
rate  of  duty  now  imposed,  one  cent  and  a 
quarter  a  pound,  you  will  find  that  the  doty  is 
seventy- seven  and  a  half  cents  for  a  aingle  yard. 
Of  course  it  requires  a  double  line  of  steel 
rails  to  make  a  track,  and  doubling  this  sum, 
$1  65  is  the  amount  paid  to  this  Oovemmeat 
in  duties  for  making  a  single  yard  of  railroad 
track,  which  for  a  mile  would  amount  to  about 
twenty-seven  thousand  dollars  the  amount  paid 
to  this  Government  in  gold  for  the  railroad 
steel  imported  for  a  mile  of  railroad  track  ;  in 
o^her  words,  nearly  thirty  thousand  dollars  in 
currency. 

You  see,  then,  how  necessary  steel  rails  are, 
and  I  insist  that  there  should  be  a  reduction 
if  practicable  upon  this  prime  article  of  use 
in  this  country.  All  your  little  towns,  your 
counties,  and  your  States  are  engaged  iu  mak- 
ing railroads,  and  the  question- i«  importaat 
when  you  look  to  the  security  of  travel,  be- 
cause the  use  of  steel  rails  makes  traveling  on 
railroads  safer.  Besides,  the  copsumption  of 
steel  rails  by  your  leading  railroads  will  give 
your  small  railroads  that  use  the  common  iron 
an  opportunity  of  buying  it  cheaper  than  they 
otherwise  can. 

I  appeal  to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  in 
regard  to  this  matter.  I  ask  no  fiivor  for  any 
interest.  I  propose  that  this  be  placed  oa  a 
^common  level  with  all  the  other  interests  in- 
cluded in  section  two,  and  the  effect  of  this 
will  be  to  reduce  the  tariff  on  steel  rails  from 
fifty-one  to  forty  per  cent. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  steel  rails  are  cheaper  in  this  coun- 
try now  than  they  were  before  the  imposition 
of  the  tariff  duty.     Is  not  that  so? 

Mr.  Hamilton,  of  Maryland.  I  think 
not,  but  I  am  not  now  prepared  to  answer.  I 
am  prepared  to  answer  that  the  price  is  five 
dollars  and  uxty  cents  or  six  dollars  a  ton 
higher  than  before  the  imposition  of  the  duty 
fixed  by  the  act  of  1870.        « ' 
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I  am  not  going  to  argue  the  tariff  question, 
but  we  are  told  that  iron  has  increased  in  price 
since  the  reduction  of  the  duty  in  1870.  I 
think  that  has  not  been  caused  by  the  rednc- 
tiuu  of  duty,  but  that  there  has  been  some 
local  cause  for  iU  It  is  to  me  amusing  to 
hear  honorable  gentlemen  undertake  to  talk 
about  the  inerease  of  five  or  ten  dollars  a  ton- 
in  the  price  of  iron  being  the  effect  of  the 
reduction  of  the  duty. 

Pig  iroui  that  enters  so  largely  into  the  con- 
sumption of  the  Bessemer  steel  rail,  has  gone 
up  two  pounds,  or  ten  dollars  a  ton.  That  is 
not  owing  to  general  causes.  There  is  some 
local  canse  for  that.  It  is  Caused  probably  by 
the  extraordinary  increased  demand  for  iron 
at  this  particular  time.  I  am  sure  my  honor* 
able  friend  from  Pennsylvania  will  not  say 
that  the  increase  of  price  is  owing  to  the  fact 
that  we  reduced  the  duty  upon  it  in  1870.  I 
am  sure  that  he  is  too  much  of  a  philosopher 
to  undertake  to  say  before  the  Senate  and  the 
country  that  the  increase  in  the  price  of  iron 
just  at  this  particular  time  is  owing  to  the 
reduction  of  duty  upon  it.  I  am  sure  if  my 
honorable  friend  believed  that,  he  would  re- 
verse his  action  in  regard  to  a  protective  tariff, 
and  would  go  for  diminishing  duties  and  taking 
duties*  off  entirely. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  all  I  have  to  say  in 
regard  to  this  great  question.  We  see  this 
whole  country  covered  and  being  covered  with 
railroads,  and  it  is  important  that  they  should 
be  made  as  cheaply  as  possible.  I  do  not  sax 
the  companies  are  not  able  to  pay  this  tax ; 
bat  at  last  it  falls  directly  on  the  people.  Our 
lands  are  mortgaged,  our  country  is  mortgaged 
for  the  payment  of  the  debt  created  in  the  con- 
struction of  railroads,  and  particularly  is  this 
the  case  in  localities  where  yon  cannot  get  men 
of  capital  to  advance  the  money  to  build  them. 
There  the  construction  of  the  railroads  must 
depend  upon  the  people  in  the  locality,  and 
they  mortgage  everything  almost  to  get  them — 
mortgage  their  lands  in  perpetuity  forever. 
And  yet  they  .are  to  pay  this  immense  sum  to 
the  Government  for  doing  this  very  thing.  I 
hope  that  my  amendment  will  be  agrefMl  to, 
BO  that  the  duty  on  steel  rails  may  be  fort^ 
per  cent,  instead  of  fifty "One  per  cent.,  as  it 
IS  now. 

Me8S4Qx  raoM  thb  bousx. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had,  in  compliance  with  the 
request  of  the  Senate,  returned  the  bill  (S. 
No.  251)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'An  act 
to  establish  and  declare  the  railroad  and 
bridges  of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobile,  and  Chat- 
tanooga Railroad  Company,  as  hereafter  con- 
stituted, a  post  road,  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
approved  March  2,  1868. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  279)  to  repeal 
section  one  of  an  act  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  **An  act  to  provide  a  temporary  gov- 
ernment for  the  Territory  of  Idaho,  approved 
March  3,  1868,"  approved  March  2,  1867  ;  in 
which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
House  had  concurred  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  555)  for  the 
relief  of  sufferers  by  £re  at  Chicago,  with  an 
amendment;  in  which  it  requested  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  concurred  in  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  497)  granting  a 
pension  to  Frederick  A.  Garlick,  of  Cortland 
county,  New  York. 

JBNROLLBD  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  likewise  announced  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed  the  follow- 
ing enrolled  bSh;  and  they  were  thereupon 
signed  by  the  Vice  President: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  447)  to  enable  honorably  dis- 
charged soldiers  and  sailors,  their  widows  and 


orphan  children,  to  acquire  homesteads  on  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  States ; 

A  bill  (S.  Noi  792)  in  addition  to  an  act 
to  amend  an  act  entitled  '^Ao  act  for  the 
removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases  from  State 
courts,"  approved  July  27, 1866,  passed  March 
2,  1867: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  166)  to  amend  an  ^  en- 
titled ^*  An  act  to  authorize  protection  to  be 
given  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may 
iscover  deposits  of  guano,"  approved  August 
18,  1856 ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  485)  to  authorize  the  Pres- 
ident to  appoint  George  Plnnkett  a  paymaster 
in  the  Navy ; 

A  bill  (U.  R.  No.  2114)  granting  a  pension 
to  Margaret  Nyce ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2043)  authorizing  an 
American  register  to  the  Dutch  bark  Alice 
Tarlton ;      • 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2047)  to  provide  for  the 
exchange  and  transfer  of  two  small  parcels  of 
land  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri  ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1049)  to  establish  a  port 
of  entry  and  delivery  at  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1213)  defining  the  nghto 
of  part  owners  of  vessels  in  certain  cases. 

PBRSECUTION  OF  ISBAKLirBS. 

Mr.  MORTON.     I  ask  unanimous  consent 

to  offer  a  resolution  of  inquiry ;  it  will  take 

but  a  moment : 

Benlved,  That  the  Preiident  be  requested  to  eom- 
manioate  to  the  Senate,  if  in  bis  opioion  not  iaoon- 
sisteot  with  the  public  interest,  any  information  he 
may  have  in  regard  to  the  persecution  and  oppression 
of  the  Israelites  in  the  i>rincipaiity  of  Boumania. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

CUICAGO  FIRK. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  do  not  rise  to  sav  any- 
thing on  the  tariff  bill,  but  ask  the  indulgence 
of  the  Senate  that  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Chi- 
cago sufferers,  returned  from  the  House  with 
an  amendment,  may  betaken  up  and  concurred 
in.  1  have  consulted  with  the  friends  of  the  bilh 

The  PR£SIDINQ  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Hablak 
in  the  chair.)  The  Senator  from  Iowa  asks 
unanimous  consent  to  take  up  the  Chicago 
relief  bill,  in  order  to  act  on  the  amendment 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Senate 
amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  There  is  but  one  amend- 
ment to  it,  and  there  is  no  objection  in  the 
world,  as  I  understand. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  666)  for  the  relief 
of  the  sufferers  by  fire  at  Chicago  was,  after 
the  word  **  materials, *'  to  insert  *^  except  lum- 
ber.*' 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  voted  against  that  bill  upon 
principle.  I  do  not  see  that  the  principle  is 
changed  by  that  amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  It  is  only  a  question  of 
concurring  in  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
effect  of  that  amendment :  whether  the  opera- 
tion of  it  is  to  exempt  from  the  effect  of  the 
bill  the  article  of  lumber  ? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.     It  is. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  gentlemen  that  have 
charge  of  it  understand  their  business,  of 
course;  but  that  seems  to  me  like  playing 
Hamlet  with  the  part  of  Hamlet  left  out. 

tEA  AMD  G0FF8K  DDTIK8. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1687)  to  repeal  existing 
duties  on  tea  and  coffee. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  (ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Hamilton]  to  the  amendment 
made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted.  The  manufacture  of  steel 
rails  is  just  struggling  into  existence  in  this 
country.    It  bids  tair  to  be  a  great  sneoess  in 


a  short  time,  and  I  believe  the  competition  that 
will  result  from  the  manufacture  of  steel  rails  by 
our  own  manufactories  will  greatly  reduce  the 
price  of  these  rails.  Steel  rails  are  not  now 
much  more  than  half  the  cost  they  were  before 
this  manufacture  was  established  in  our  coun- 
try. The  great  fact  is  that  prices  are  reduced 
by  competition.  There  can  be  no  competition 
until  these  manufactures  are  successfully  estab- 
lished ;  and  I  am  therefore  opposed  to  striking 
'  down  the  duty  upon  steel  rails  until  th^  experi- 
ment has  been  further  tried  of  establishing 
these  manufactories  in  our  own  country.  We 
have  prospects  in  the  Northwest  of  the  success- 
ful establishment  of  this  manufacture,  but  it 
will  spring  into  existence  under  diflSculties. 
Until  those  difficulties  have  been  partiallv 
overcome,  I  am  opposed  to  any  reduction  of 
the  duty. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Ever  since  I  first  heard  of 
a  tariff,  I  have  heard  this  ar^ment  we  have  just 
listened  to,  that  by  protecting  domestic  manu* 
factures  we  build  up  establishments  at  home  that 
by  their  competition  with  importers  reduce  the 
prices;  and  nowhere  is  the  glaring  criticism 
upon  that  that  there  is  not  a  protected  article 
which  does  not  still  clamor  for  mors  protec- 
Uon.  From  the  first  tariff  that  could  be 
called  protection  at  all,  the  tariff  of  1816,  if  I 
recollect  aright,  up  to  this  time,  every  article 
protected,  and  which  it  was  said  would  only 
need  protection  in  its  infancy,  is,  if  we  be- 
lieve its  manufacturer,  in  its  infancy  yet ;  and, 
sir,  it  will  bo  in  its  infancy  just  as  long  as  you 
tax  the  people  in  order  to  make  its  manufac- 
ture profitable.  Just  as  long  as  you  see  fit  to 
take  from  the  people  engaged  in  one  pursuit  a 
portion  of  their  earnings  and  put  them  into 
the  pockets  of  people  engaged  in  another  pur- 
suit, just  so  long  will  that  pursuit,  according 
to  those  who  fouow  it,  remain  in  its  infancy 
and  need  your  nursing  and  fostering  care. 

It  seems  to  me  it  is  about  time  to  stop  that 
argument.  But  now  we  have  it  urged  in  fieivor 
of  a  new  manufapture — that  of  Bessemer  steel 
rails.  That  is  a  comparatively  new  thing; 
and  we  are,  according  to  the  theory  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana,  to  begin  to  build  up 
Bessemer  steel- rail  establishments,  and  after 
awhile  have  tbem  sufficiently  strong  to  stand 
on  their  own  legs  without  any  protection. 

Yon  will  never  see  the  day,  Mr.  President, 
when  they  will  be  willing  to  do  an^  such  thing 
if  you  continue  this  system  of  taxms  for  their 
benefit.  Why^  how  is  it  ?  Upon  what  article 
is  it  that  enters  into  the  common  consump- 
tion of  the  country  that  the  tax  is  not  higher 
now  than  it  ever  was  before, except  in  time  of 
war,  eveiy  little  necessary  article.  And  yet 
we  were  told  thirty  years  ago,  forty  years  ago, 
fifty  years  ago,  **  Only  give  protection  for  a 
little  while,  aid  and  encourage  us  for  a  little 
while,  and  we  shall  be  able  to  stand  without 
any  further  aid  and  to  compete  with  the  for- 
eigner, and  the  price  will  be  reduced  by  the 
competition.''  No,  Mr.  President,  that  will 
not  do. 

How  is  it  that  my  colleague  says  to  the  Sen- 
ate and.  to  the  country  that  here  is  a  bill  to 
take  off  taxation  from  the  people,  that  here  is 
a  bill  which  proposes  to  take  off  twenty-odd 
millions  of  taxes  now  imposed  by  the  tariff? 
How  can  he  say  that  if  the  duty  that  is  pro- 
posed to  be  taken  off  has  the  effect  to  lower 
the  price  ?  If  imposing  a  duty  lowers  the  price, 
pray  how  does  the  taking  off  duties  relieve  the 
people  from  taxation  ?  No,  sir,  the  time  has 
gone  by  to  talk  about  high  tariffs  producing 
low  prices.  Your  very  bill  goes  upon  the 
opposite  theory. 

My  colleague  boasted  (and  I  cannot  find 
fault  with  his  boast,  although  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  entirely  accurate ;  I  hardly  think  it 
is)  that  the  Republican  party  has  since  the 
war  reduced  the  taxes  of  the  oeople  over  two 
hundred  million  dollars,  by  abolishing  what? 
In  part  by  abolishing  some  internal  revenue 
taxes,  but  in  large  pMsrt  by  reducing  the  duties 
00  imports.  Where  is  the  ground  or  that  boasi 
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if  high  duties  prodace  low  pricea,  or  if  datie» 
tend  at  all  to  produce  low  prices  ? 

Something  is  said  about  the  price  of  steel 
rails  at  this  time.  They  are  higher  than  they 
were  a  year  ago ;  much  higher  than  they  were 
two  years  ago.  If  I  understood  my  friend 
from.  Maryland,  he  attributed  that,  in  part,  to 
the  law  which  was  passed  two  years  ago.  I 
must  say  in  all  fairness  that  that  does  not  ac« 
count  for  the  increase  in  the  price.  That  does 
not  account  for  it,  because  that  law  certainly 
was  understood  as  being  a  reduction  uj^on  the 
duty  on  steel  rails,  a  very  slight  one  it  is  true, 
but  I  remember  that  in  the  discussion — in 
which  1  took  some  little  part'  as  much  as  I 
^ould  under  a  five-minute  rule  which  we  then 
had — it  seemed  to  be  conceded  on  all  hands 
that  that  law  made  some  reduction  in  the  duty 
on  sieel  rails ;  and  yet  steel  rails  have  gone 
up,  but  not  steel  rails  alone ;  iron  has  gone 
lip ;  and  they  have  gone  up  not  only  here,  but 
they  have  gone  up  abroad.  The  extraordinary 
demand  for  rails  owing  to  the  great  amount, 
the  unforeseen  amount,  of  railroads  that  are 
being  built,  has  put  up  the  price  of  not  only 
steel  rails,  but  of  iron  rails  and  pig  iron,  too. 
That  very  fact  of  itself  authorizes  us  to  lower 
the  duty.  We  can  lower  the  duty  and  still 
leave  an  ample  profit  to  those  who  are  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  these  rails. 

Now,  sir,  this  matter  of  duties  on  steel  rails 
is  not  confined  to  the  iron  manufacturer.  It 
affects  not  only  the  men  who  are  engaged  in 
building  railroads*  but  it  affects  every  man 
who  has  to  travel  over  a  railroad,  or  who 
has  any  produce  to  send  over  a  railroad. 
Just  in  proportion  as  you  can  build  roads 
cheaply,  just  so  can  they  transport  passen- 
gers and  freight  cheaply,  and  just  in  propor- 
tion as  you  increase  the  cost  of  building  and 
maintaining  them,  just  in  the  same  propor- 
tion do  you  increase  the  cost  of  transporta 
tion,  whether  of  persons  or  freight,  and 
thereby  tax  the  community.  Every  man  who 
raises  a  bushel  of  corn  that  is  sent  over  a 
railroad  to  market  is  interested  in  enabling 
the  companies  to  build  their  roads  cheaply 
and  well ;  to  build  good  roads  that  will  do 
the  business  of  the  country,  and  that  can  be 
maintained.  Every  man  who  travels  has  a 
like  interest.  Every  man  who  buys  merchan- 
dise that  must  come  over  a  railroad  has  that 
interest.  It  is  not,  therefore,  benefiting  sim- 
ply railroad  companies  wheq  you  lower  the 
duties  and  enable  them  to  get  their  rails 
cheaper,  but  it  is  benefiting  the  entire  com- 
munity. There  is  scarcely  a  man  or  a  woman 
or  a  child  in  the  country  that  is  not  benefited 
by  the  reduction.  I  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Maryland  will  pre- 
vail. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Will  the  Senator  .allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  MORTON.     The   Senator's   general 

Sosition  is  that  by  reducing  the  tariff  we  re- 
uce  the  price  of  the  article.  I  ask  him  if 
that  does  not  depend  on  the  fact  that  it  substi- 
tutes the  foreign  article  for  (he  domestic? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  answer  when  the 
Senator  is  through. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  only  ask  that  question. 
I  ask  if  the  Senator's  argument  proceeds  on 
the  basis  that  by  lowering  the  tariff  you  sub- 
stitute the  foreign  article  for  the  domesticY 
either  in  whole  or  in  part? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  answer  the  Sen- 
ator when  he  gets  through.  Does  the  Senator 
wish  to  retain  the  floor  for  a  speech? 

Mr.  MORTON.     No. 

Mr.THURM  AN.  Undoubtedly,  by  reducing 
the  dnty  the  foreign  article  can  be  sold  cheaper, 
and  if  the  domestic  manufacturer  will  not  in 
like  manner  reduce  the  price  of  his  article,  of 
course  he  will  not  have  a  market  for  it.  That 
is  all  very  true  j  but  it  does  not  ruin  him,  for 
he  can  reduce  his  price,  because  the  duty 
which  you  are  compelled  to  put  upon  import- 
ations is  a  sufficient  protection.    I  say  that 


the  duty  that  you  are  compelled  to  put  npOB 
them  in  order  to  raise  the  necessary  revenue 
is  sufficient  protection.  I  have  no  idea  that 
the  people  of  this  country  wish  us  to  resort  to 
direct  taxation  to  support  the  Federal  Qovem- 
ment.  I  believe  that  they  will,  as  they  have 
heretofore  done,  prefer  that  the  great  mass 
of  otkni  revenue  shall  be  raised  by  customs 
duties.  When  you  do  raise  them  in  that 
way,  with  the  interest  upon  the  public  debt 
and  the  pension  list  added  to  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  Government,  you  have  an 
ample  protection  for  everybody.  That  it  is; 
but  in  point  of  fact  the  testing  of  this  ques- 
tion by  prices  is  one  of  the  most  fallacions 
tests  in  the  world.  The  history  of  this  coun- 
try shows  this.  I  have  not  here  with  me, 
(because  I  did  not  expect  to  be  even  in  the 
Senate  this  afternoon,  much  less  to  speak,) 
the  statistics  by  which  I  can  prove  my  asser* 
tibn ;  but  this  is  the  history  of  tarifis  in  this 
country:  when  an  increase  of  tariff  is  pro- 
posed, an  increase  of  duty  on  any  given  article 
which  is  imported  to  this  country,  the  first 
effect  is  that  the  importers,  in  anticipation  of 
the  increase,  having  notice  of  it,  increase  their 
importations  beyond  what  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  that  year,  and  thus  there  is  a  surplus 
brought  into  the  country.  They  do  this  in 
order  to  avoid  paying  the  proposed  higher 
dtttv. 

The  effeot  of  that  is  that  for  the  first  year 
or  two  after  the  increase  in  the  doty  takes 
place  there  is  a  decrease  of  importations,  but 
the  moment  that  surplus  is  worked  off,  then 
the  importations  begin  to  come  in  as  before, 
although  the  duty  is  higher,  and  in  the  coarse 
of  a  few  years  the  importations  grow  to  as 
much  as  they  were*  before  you  increased  the 
duty;  and  the  whole  effect  of  the  higher  duty 
is  not  to  protect  the  domestic  manufacturer 
by  prohibiting  or  decreasing  importations,  but 
simply  to  raise  the  price  of  the  article  upon 
the  whole  community,  and  then  it  is  that  the 
domestic  manufacturer  comes  to  you  and  says, 
^*This  duty  will  not  do;  yon  must  increase 
it  still  more ;  '*  and  so  it  has  been  from  1816 
to  this  day — application  after  application  to 
increase  the  auty  previously  laid,  never  to 
decrease  it. 

That  is  the  manufacturer's  cry  all  the  time ; 
and  at  each  stage  of  this  process,  when  the 
increase  is  foreseen,  the  importer  again  floods 
the  country  with  a  surplus  of  imports  which, 
for  a  year  or  two,  decrease  importation,  and 
then  being  expended,  being  worked  off,  the 
increase  of  importation  begins  again  and  re- 
gains its  old  aaa  former  amount,  and  the  whole 
effect  of  it  is  not  to  prevent  importation,  not 
to  prevent  the  competition  of  foreign  labor  with 
domestic  labor ;  no  such  thing  as  that  at  all ; 
it  does  not  do  it,  and  yon  cannot  do  that  short 
of  prohibition.  The  whole  effect  of  it  is  simply 
to  raise  the  price  of  the  article  upon  the  com- 
munity. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  I  desire 
to  correct  my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio  in 
reeard  to  the  duty  on  Bessemer  steel  rails 
prior  to  the  act  of  1870.  The  act  of  1870 
imposed  a  specific  duty  upon  steel  rails  of 
one  and  a  quarter  cent  per  pound.  Before 
that  period  of  time  they  came  under  the  gen- 
eral clause  of  thirty  per  cent.  **  upon  all 
other  articles  manufactured  from  steel. '* 
There  was  no  specific  .  duty  upon  steel  rails 
before  the  act  of  1870,  but  the  duty  was  thirty 
per  cent.  a(2  valorem  then.  I  renjember  the 
contest  very  well  the  night  it  was  passed  at  one 
and  a  quarter  cent.  I  was  opposed  to  it. 
The  duty  was  then  thirty  percent.,  and  I  knew 
it  would  be  raised  to  fifty  by  the  imposition  of 
a  cent  and  a  quarter  a  pound,  and  I  was  hos- 
tile to  the  measure.  The  duty  was  thirty  per 
cent,  then ;  it  is  fifty-one  per  cent.  now. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  I  was  mistaken  in 
the  effect  of  that  act. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  asked  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  the  question  whether  he  did  not  expect 
to  reduce  prices  by  reducing  the  tariff  by  tke 


substitQtioB  of  a  cheap  foreign  article  for  the 
domestic  article.  He  says  that  such  reduction 
would  not  necessarilf  destroy  the  home  pro- 
ducer because  the  tariff  necessary  for  revenue 
is  a  sufficient  protection.  Now,  1  ask  the  Sen- 
ator if  in  making  that  statement  he  has  not 
unconsciously  admitted  the  whole  principle 
of  protection?  Does  he  not  admit  that  by 
taking  the  tariff  off  altogether  yon  destroy  the 
home  producer,  but  that  he  is  not  destroyed 
beeanse  the  revenue  tariff  is  sufficient  for  his 
protection  ?  I  agree  with  him  a  revenue  tariff 
is  sufficient  for  idl  the  protection  that  is  re- 
quired for  the  producers,  in  this  oounlry. 
There  we  a^ree.  I  contend,  bowcTer,  that  a 
revenue  tariff  may  be  so  adjusted  as  to  furnish 
discrimination  in  favor  of  our  own  labor  instead 
of  foreign  labor.  The  Senator  pcBcUcally 
admitted  that  a  revenue  tariff  isneoeesary,  not 
only  for  protection,  but  to  prevent  the  destruc- 
tion of  our  own  producers.  Is  he  not  really 
conceding  the  further  point  that  in  adjnaiii^ 
a  revenue  tariff  we  may  so  place  it  as  to  dis- 
criminate in  favor  of  American  as  against 
foreign  labor  ?  If  he  does,  there  is  no  differ- 
ence between  us  except  in  regard  to  details. 

One  word  further,  Mr.  President.  The  Sen* 
ator  says  the  cry  is  constantly  for  increased 
duties  instead  of  lowering  the  duties  as  the  man  • 
ufisctories  are  consolidated  and  established. 
In  point  of  ihct  the  Senator  is  mistaken.  Du- 
ties have  been  decreased,  with  perhaps  hero 
and  there  an  exception,  as  iu  the  case  of  B^ 
semer  steel  for  particular  reasons.  The  gen- 
eral rule  is  the  reduction  of  duties ;  and  I  call 
the  Senator's  attention  to  the  fact  that  since 
he  has  been  a  member  of  this  bod^,  less  than 
two  years  ago,  the  average  rate  of  duties  was 
reduced  more  than  twelve  per  cent.,  twenty- 
three  millions  on  the  whole  amount,  in  1870. 
The  reduction  was  not  made  upon  all  articles 
equally.  A  reduction  was  made  upon  some  ; 
oUiers  were  put  upon  the  free  list;  but  there 
was  a  reducUon  of  $28,000,000. 

The  Senator  argues  that  by  inereasins  the 
duties,  you  thereby  increase  the. price.  Asa 
mere  matter  of  logic  as  it  is  eho|»ped  in  the 
schools,  or  as  employed  by  metaphysicianB,  that 
might  be  the  result,  and  many  works  of  polit- 
ical economy  are  written  upon  that  theory; 
but  as  I  had  occasion  to  remark  the  other  day 
the  facts  in  regard  to  the  tariff  constantly 
overwhelm  all  theories.  As  a  mere  matter 
of  history  in  regard  to  the  tariff,  it  has  gener- 
ally happened — not  always,  but  generally — that 
when  duties  have  been  placed  upon  foreign 
imports,  the  effect  has  been  to  increase  the 
price  of  the  article  here.  You  may  explain 
that  as  you  will ;  that  is  the  general  result.  It 
may  be  contrary  to  logic;  perhaps  it  ought 
not  to  be  so ;  but  that  is  tne  stubborn,  ugly 
fact ;  ugly  if  you  choose  to  call  it  so. 

The  argument  in  favor  of  free  trade  is  gen- 
etally  made  by  taking  a  single  article  and  going 
upon  the  theorv  that  as  you  take  down  the 
duty  you  take  down  the  price,  which  is  con- 
tradicted by  history;  but  that  is  (he  general 
argumenL  And  so  free-traders  go  on  to  show 
how  much  cheaper  a  railroad  can  be  built  if 
you  buy  all  your  rails  abroad  and  subaiitota 
the  foreign  for  the  domestie  article;  but  the 
argument  is  made  upon  the  hypothesis  that 
the  price  of  everything  else  remains  what  it 
is  now.  You  take  the  duty  off  a  single  arti- 
cle ;  you  bring  the  price  down  upon  that  theo- 
retically; you  show  the  great  advantage  of 
that  reduction,  but  that  argument  of  s^dvan- 
tQge  proceeds  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
price  of  everything  else  remains  what  it  is  nov. 

But  J  sir,  suppose  you  make  a  general  sod 
sweeping  reduction  and  bring  down  the  price 
of  everything;  that  presents  a  fair  considera- 
tion of  the  (question,  not  by  arguing  upon  the 
reduction  ot  the  duty  upon  a  single  article, 
but  the  continuation  of  it  upon^verythingelte. 
But  suppose  the  reduction  be  made  upon  every- 
thing, the  price  of  everything  brought  down, 
the  price  of  labor  along  with  the  rest ;  the  price 
of  agricultural  produots  along  with  the  rest; 
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then  where  is  your  ftdvaotage?    The  force  of 
the  argnmoot  ia  destroyed. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Preei* 
dent,  the  trouble  is  that  when  these  free*trade 
theories  are  advanced  there  eeyer  can  be  foand 
a  country  to  which  they  are  applicable.  Take 
the  position  of  France  and  England.  When 
they  made  that  great  free-trade  commercial 
treaty,  it  operated  at  6rst  to  utterly  destroy 
all  the  silk  hosiness  of  Bngland ;  but  after  the 
close  of  the  recent  war  Mtween  France  and 
Germany,  France,  with  her  increased  taxation* 
found  that  she  conld  not  stand  that  treaty,  ana 
has  already  given  notice  that  she  will  annul  it. 

In  reference  to  iron,  the  product  of  the 
world  has  not  inereased  as  last  as  the  wants 
of  the  world.  Ships  and  buildinge  on  land 
are  now  constmcted  to  a  lam  extent  of  iron. 
Why,  sir,  we  have  batlt  wiihin  the  last  year 
six  thousand  miles  of  railroad.  Of  course 
the  demand  for  railroad  iron  is  greater  than  it 
ever  was  before  in  the  world.  The  establish- 
ments for  the  mannfaolnre  of  railroad  iron 
that  answered  the  purposes  of  the  world  three 
years  ago  will  not  now  answer  at  all. 

Then  this  sudden  and  marvelous  mannfac- 
tare  of  Bessemer  steel  has  a  demand  unprece- 
deqted.*  It  is  found  that  it  will  outlast  iron 
some  six,  eight,  or  ten  times.  It  is  not  known 
how  long  it  will  last.  The  world  has  not  ex- 
isted long  enough  since  its  first  introduction 
even  to  test  it.  Of  course  the  inereased  de- 
mand for  this  article  has  increased  its  price ; 
Imt  strike  down  the  facilities  for  producing  it 
io  any  one  country  where  it  is  produced  to  any 
extent,  and  of  course  the  price  would  mount 
ap  very  much  higher^ 

But  there  was  one  statement  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  (and  it  was  only  to  reply  to  that 
that  I  rose)  which  I  desire  to  notice.  I  know 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  would  not  make  the 
statement  unless  he  belived  it;  but  he  has 
taken  it  second-handed,  and  it  is  repeated 
from  time  to  time,  and  it  is  utterly  without 
foundation.  He  states  here  that  the  manulac- 
iarers  of  the  countvy  that  require  protection 
are  constantly  increasing  in  their  demands 
year  by  year.  Now  let  us  see  what  the  facts 
are.  1  will  take  iron.  In  1842  the  duties  upon 
iron,  bars  flat,  one  to  seven  inches  wide  and 
one  quarter  to  two  inches  thick,  were  twenty- 
five  dollars  a  ton ;  in  1846  they  were  thirty  per 
cent. ;  in  1867,  twenty-four  oer  cent. ;  and  by 
tbe  tariff  of  1861  they  were  iai  fiaeen  dollars 
a  too.  There  was  a  reduction  of  two  fiiihs  in 
that  time  upon  bar  iron. 

Take  pig  iron.  The  amount  of  tariff  duty 
in  1842  oo  pig  iron  was  nine  dollars  a  ton,  in 
1861 ,  aix  dollars.  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that 
since  the  war,  with  our  paper  currency,  with 
our  increased  taxation,  we  have  not  been  com- 
pelled for  purposes  of  revenue  to  charge  a 
much  higher  rate,  but  I  utterly  deny  the  state- 
ment of  the  Senator  that  we  have  i  net  eased 
oar  duties  for  purposes  of  protection. 

Take  sheet  iron.  In  1842,  the  duties  upon 
sheet-iron,  not  thinner  than  No.  20  wire  gauge, 
were  two  and  a  half  cents  per  pound ;  in  1846, 
thirty  percent;  in  1867,  twenty- four  per  cent.; 
in  1861,  but  twenty  dollars  a  ton,  or  a  little  less 
than  one  cent  a  pound,  or  more  than  one  half 
leas  than  they  were  in  1842. 

Take  the  article  of  cut  nails.  In  1842,  the 
duty  was  three  cents  a  pound ;  in  1861,  one  cent 
per  pound.  And  so  1  could  go  through  with 
tbe  list,  but  I  merely  take  the  subject  of  .iron 
because  iron  is  up. 

Why,  sir,  the  debate  on  this  subject  reminds 
me  of  a  story  that  was  told  in  Ohio  originally, 
I  believe.  Some  demagogue,  was  about  and 
tolii  a  poor  man  he  had  to  pay  three  cents  a 
pound  for  every  nail  that  was  put  into  his  log 
cabin.  The  duty  was  three  cents  a  pound,  but 
at  the  very  same  time  you  could  buy  nails  by 
tbe  ton  for  two  and  seven  eighths  cents  a  pound. 
That  is  all  I  desire  to  say. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont tells  us  that  free  trado)  however  beauti- 
fol  it  mi^  be  ia  theocy^  has  never  found  a 


country  to  which  it  is  applicable.  I  will  no- 
tice that  remark,  presently  somewhat  in  detail. 
But  I  wish  in  the  first  place  to  premise  that 
1  have  heard  precisely  the  same  remark  made 
about  some  of  the  most  solemn  and  important 
things  that  have  ever  been  revealed  to  man- 
kind. I  have  heard  the  same  remark  made 
about  the  Decalogue,  that  it  was  a  very  fine 
thing,  but  there  never  was  any  country  found 
to  which  it  could  be  applied.  I  have  heard 
the  same  remark  made  about  the  instruction 
of  our  Saviour,  **.If  thine  enemy  smite  thee 
on  the  one  cheek,  turn  to  him  the  other,''  that 
it  was  a  very  beautiful  sentiment,  but  there 
never  was  any  country  found  or  any  man  who 
could  practice  any  such  doctrine.  And  so 
there  never  was  a  truth  in  this  world  that  there 
was  not  somebody  interested  in  saying,  **It  is 
very  fine  in  theory,  but  it  will  not  do  in  prac- 
tice.''   Sir,  that  argument  will  not  do. 

The  Senator  says  there  never  has  been  a 
country  ia  which  free  trade  has  been  found 
practical.  What  is  his  own  country?  Here 
are  thirty-seven  States,  with  half  a  doaen  Ter- 
ritories, in  which  there  exists  the  most  abso- 
lute free  trade,  and  under  your  Constitution  it 
must  exist.  If  it  is  in  the  interest  of  this  coun- 
try to  impose  heavy  duties  upon  imports  from 
abroad,  by  a  parity  of  reasoning  it  is  to  the 
interest  of  Ohio  to  prohibit  the  manufactures 
of  Vermont  from  coming  into  her  borders 
unless  they  pay  a  like  duty.  What  right  has 
Massachusetts  to  flood  Ohio  with  shoes  to  the 
exclusion  very  nearly  of  the  work  of  the  shoe- 
makers of  Ohio  if  this  doctrine  is  true,  that  it 
is  necessary  to  the  welfare  of  the  country  that 
it  should  lay  heavy  duties  upon  everything  that 
comes  within  its  falordert  7  What  right  is  there, 
forsooth,  that  the  Onondaga  salt-works  should 
send  their  salt  into  Ohio  to  compete  with  the 
salt  produced  within  that  Slate  if  the  interest 
of  Ohio  requires  that  it  should  be  excluded, 
or  that  it  should  pay  a  heavy  duty  ?  And  so 
on  to  the  end  of  the  chapter.  And  yet  with 
the  fiict  staring  him  in  the  fiuse  that  in  a 
BepubUe  extending  from  ocean  to  ocean, 
ana  almost  from  the  arctic  to  the  torrid  cone, 
a  Hepnblic  almost  as  large  as  all  Europe  put 
together,  there  is  absolute  free  trade  between 
the  different  parts  of  that  Republic,  between 
the  different  States  in  it,  and  that  under  this 
free  system  guarantied  by  the  Constitution  the 
Republic  has  grown  as  no  country  ever  grew 
betdre,  the  Senator  sneers  at  free  trade  and 
says  that  no  country  has  erer  been  found  to 
which  the  doctrine  cpnld  be  applied.  No,  sir; 
that  will  not  do. 

Nobody  pretends,  however,  that  between 
this  country  and  the  world  there  should  be 
absolute  free  trade.  The  exigencies  of  the 
Qovernment  prohibit  it.  Whether  it  would  be 
beneficial  to^all  mankind  to  abolish  all  duties 
is  a  question  that  it  is  not  neoessscy  to  dis- 
cuss. Whether  the  doctrine  that  it  is  best  to 
buy  where  you  can  buy  cheapest,  and  sell 
where  you  can  get  the  best  market,  ought  to 
be  the  law  of  the  whole  world,  so  as  to  make 
the  people  of  tbe  whole  globe  one  community 
in  the  matter  of  commerce  and  trade,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  decide,  because  every  Govern- 
ment must  raise  some  taxes  to  support  it,  and 
almost  every  Government  sees  fit  to  raise  some 
portion  of  them  by  imposts  upon  goods  that 
are  brought  within  its  borders  for  sale.  And 
so  with  our  Government,  and  for  all  time  it 
will  do  it. 

It  is  very  true  that  some  persons  have 
thought  that  it  was  not  a  very  lisir  mode  of 
taxation,  for  what  is  the  effect  of  it?  The 
effect  of  supporting  Government  by  tariff 
duties  is  to  put  the  burden  of  the  Government 
upon  the  consumers  of  the  country;  the  taxes 
are  paid  by  the  consumers  of  the  country, 
whereas  the  taxes  for  State  purposes  and  all 
direct  taxes  are  put  upon  the  property  of  the 
country.  By  raising  the  means  to  support  the 
Government  by  duties,  you  compel  a  man  wiih 
ever  so  small  a  property,  but  wno  has  an  ex- 
pensive family,  to  pay  as  much  taxes  as  Alex- 


thkder  T.  Stewart  may  pay  upon  his  individual 
expenditures.  That  is  the  result  of  it ;  and 
there  have  been  men  who  thought,  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  poor  men  of  the  country,  in  the 
interest  of  men  whom  they  thought  ought  not 
to  be  subjected  to  this  taxation,  that  a  system 
which  imposes  all  the  burdens  of  supporting 
the  Government  upon  the  consumption  of  the 
country,  which  makes  the  poor  man  pay  per- 
haps more  than  the  man  who  is  worth  a  thou- 
sand times  as  much  as  he,  is  not  the  fairest 
system  in  the  world  and  not  the  best  for  the 
country.  But  still,  as  I  said  before,  the  people 
have  always  preferred,  as  shown  by  the  his* 
tory  of  the  country,  to  raise  the  bulk  of  taxes 
necessary  to  support  the  Federal  Government 
from  customs. 

Why  have  they  done  that  ?  They  have  done  it 
for  a  reason  that  seems  to  have  escaped  the  at- 
tention of  almost  every  one  who  reasons  on  this 
subiect.  -  They  have  done  it  because  the  great 
bulk  of  taxes  raised  in  the  country  before  the 
immense  levies  that  the  General  Government 
has  made  since  the  war  began  were  raised  by 
the  States  and  not  by  the  General  Government, 
and  they  were  direct  taxes.  The  States  went 
upon  the  principle,  and  had  to  go  upon  the 
principle  of  levying  direct  taxes.  They  taxed 
proper^ ;  and  taking  into  view  that  so  far  as  the 
States  were  concerned  the  taxation  was  upon 
property,  it  was  thought  not  so  unfinir,  not  so 
unjust  that  for  the  support  of  the  General'  Gov- 
ernment taxation  should  be  upon  consumption. 
That  has  been  the  argument,  and  the  people 
have  so  understood  it  I  say,  if  the  States  bad 
not  raised  their  taxes  by  direct  taxation  so  that 
property  should  bear  its  fair  share,  the  people 
of  this  country  never  would  have  endured  the 
system  of  supporting  the  Federal  Goverment 
by  duties  upon  imports.  It  is  only  because 
property  is  taxed  by  the  States,  and  thus  com- 
pelled to  contribute  its  share,  or  what  is  sup- 
posed to  be  its  share,  that  tne  people  of  this 
country  have  been  willing  that  consumption 
should  be  taxed  for  the  purpose  of  supporting 
the  General  Government. 

But  the  Senator  from  Vermont  says  that  I 
am  quite  mistaken  in  sayiog  that  the  manu- 
facturers have  demanded  increased  duties. 
That  surprises  me.  How  does  he  prove  that 
I  am  mistaken  ?  By  proving  that  there  have 
been  reductions  in  the  duties.  Yes,  sir  ;  but 
does  not  everybody  know  that  every  one  of 
those  reductions  has  been  made  against  the 
will  of  the  protected  clas^  of  the  country  ? 
He  speaks  of  the  duties  in  a»42,  and  then  the 
duties  in  1867  and  1861.  How  came  that? 
Why,  Kr,  we  passed  tbe  tariff  act  of  1846  low- 
ering the  duties ;  and  bow  did  we  pass  that  act? 
i  happen  to  know. something  about  that.  I 
was  a  very  humble  member  of  the  other  House, 
and  helped  to  pass  that  act,  and  i  know  we 
passed  it  against  tbe  most  persistent  fight  on 
the  part  of  the  mannfocturers  that  ever  was 
made  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States. 
I  hear  yet  ringing  in  my  ears  the  predictions 
of  ruin  to  the  manufacturers  of  this  country 
if  that  act  should  pass.  In  regard  to  this  very 
iron  inte^st  I  can  still  hear  the  warning  voice 
of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania  represent- 
ing the  Uniontown  district,  and  who  was  called 
the  head  aad  father  of  the  protection  party, 
warning  us  that  we  would  shut  up  every  fur- 
nace and  foundery  throughout  the  length  and 
breadth  of  this  land  if  we  passed  tSaX  act. 
Well,  sir,  the  event  was  not  such  as  was  pre- 
dicted, and  it  never  will  be  such  as  is  predicted 
by  such  prophets. 

But  again,  the  Senator  from  Indiana  says  that 
the  general  effect  of  increasing  duties  has  been 
to  lower  prices.  He  says  that  he  admits  he 
cannot  see  why  it  is  so.  Like  Lord  Dundreary 
be  says,  '^No  fellow  can  tell  that."  [Laugh- 
ter.] It  is  a  puzzle  he  cannot  understand  at 
aUL  Theory  is  against  it;  logic  is  against  it; 
mathematics  are  against  it ;  but  he  says  the 
fact  is  nevertheless  so.  It  is  amazing  to  me 
that  so  able  a  maik  as  the  Senator  from  Indiana 
did  not  get  a  very  simple  idea  into  his  head. 
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and  that  ia,  that  the  price  decreased  in  spite  of 
the  duty  and  not  because  of  the  daty,  that 
other  canses  operate  to  redace  it,  and  that 
notwithstanding  the  increased  duty,  the  price, 
under  the  operation  of  those  other  causes, 
went  down.  That  is  the  answer,  and  quite  a 
sufficient  answer. 

Bat  again,  both  these  gentlemen  spoak  of 
protecting  American  labor,  forsooth.  Protect- 
ing American  labor  1  Is  there  one  thing  that 
any  rnaii  in  this  Senate  buys  that  is  not  the 
result  of  labor,  if  we  lead  honest  lives?  How 
is  it  if  I,  by  the  practice  of  my  profession, 
earn  $1()0,  and  with  the  money  purchase 
any  necessaries  for  myself  or  my  family  ;  are 
not  those  necessaries  the  result  of  my  labor; 
and  when  you  make  me  pay  more  for  them 
than  I  would  have  to  pay  but  for  your  duties 
do  you  not  compel  me  to  part  with  a  portion 
of  the  earniogs  of  my  labor? 

Take  the  agricultural  part  of  this  country. 
How  many  articles  are  there  produced  by  the 
farmer  that  can  be  materially  benefited  by 
duties  on  imports?  I  do  not  think  there  is  a 
member  of  the  Senate  who  can  name  half  a 
dozen  of  any  importance ;  I  do  not  think  he 
can  name  half  of  half  a  dozen,  or  more  than 
that,  of  any  great  importance.  What  are  they  ? 
Is  it  any  benefit  to  the  farmer  io  lay  a  duty  on 
Indian  corn?  Does  that  increase  the  price? 
Nobody  will  pretend  it,  for  there  is  no  .Indian 
com  imported  into  this  country.  Does  it 
benefit  the  farmer  to  lay  a  duty  upon  wheat? 
Practically  not  at  all,  because  the  only  coun- 
try that  could  import  wheat  into  the  United 
States  is  Canada,  and  the  importation  would 
be  too  insignificant  to  lower  the  price  of  the 
farmer' s  product  here.  Take  the  case  of  meats, 
beef,  cattle,  hogs,  and  the  like.  Does  a  dary 
on  those  articles  increase  the  price  of  the  farm- 
er's  beef,  cattle,  and  hogs?  Not  one  dime; 
no,  not  one  mill ;  for  there  is  no  importation 
of  any  such  things. 

Now,  I  have  gone  over  some  of  the  great 
staples.  Take  tobacco  and  cottou  ;  those  are 
two  great  staples.  Do  the  duties  in  any  way 
tend  to  augment  the  price  of  cotton  or  the 
price  of  tobacco,  so  as  to  benefit  their  raisers 
in  this  country?  Not  at  all;  for  there  is 
neither  cotton  nor  tobacco  imported  into  the 
country.  And  bo  it  is  with  nearly  every  arti- 
cle that  the  farmer  raises. 

There  are  a  few  that  are  exceptions.  Wool 
is  one ;  flaxseed  is  another  ;  flax  is  another. 
Flax  and  flaxseed  are  smsll  industries;  but 
wool  is  a  large  one.  When  you  have  men- 
tioned them,  you  have  mentioned  nearly  every- 
thing on  which  the  farmer  can  be  benefited  by 
protective  duties  upon  his  products.  But  when 
you  compel  the  farmer  to  pay  more  for  the 
cloth  that  he  wears,  for  the  plow  with  whiclr 
he  cultivates  his  land,  for  the  harness  upon 
his  horses,  for  every  instrument  that  he  uses 
in  his  business,  do  you  protect  his  labor?  Do 
you  not  tak^  from  him  a  part  of  the  earnings 
of  his  labor  and  give  it  to  somebody  else  ? 
That  is  the  whole  of  it. 

To  hear  these  protectionists  talk,  one  would 
think  there  was  no  labor  in  the  country  except 
that  which  is  employed  in  the  manufacturing 
arts,  when  the  troth  is  that  the  vast  mass  of 
the  laborers  of  the  country  are  not  in  the 
manufacturing  establishments  at  all  ;  when 
the  agricultural  portion  of  the  community  far 
exceeds  those  employed  in  the  mechanical 
arts,  to  say  nothifig  of  the  persons  engaged  in 
commerce,  or  in  what  are  called  the  learned 
professions.  When  the  vast  majority  of  those 
'people,  who  are  laborers  as  much  as  any  man 
in  a  cotton  mill  at  Lowell — when  these  men 
and  their  interests  are  concerned,  you  hear 
nothing  about  labor  being  protected.  You  do 
not  help  the  farmer ;  you  do  not  help  the  farm 
laborer;  but  you  make  them  pay  more  for 
everything  that  they  buy,  while  you  are  clam- 
oring for  protection  to  American  labor. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  THURMAN.    Yes,  sir. 


Mr.  CONKLING.  I  am  listening  to  him 
with  great  pleasure,  and  I  should  like  to  de- 
rive instruction  from  him.  I  wish  he  would 
consider  the  argument  as  it  is  made  by  pro- 
tectionists, which,  for  some  reason,  he  aoes 
not.  1  do  not  wish  to  interrupt  him  to  state 
that  argument  at  any  length,  but  I  call  his 
attention  to  it.   Suppose  by  bringing  into  com- 

f)etition  mechanical  labor  here  and  cheaper 
abor  abroad  the  number  of  persons  employed 
in  mechanical  arts  is  greatly  reduced  and  trans 
ferred  to  agriculture;  suppose  we  cease  to 
have  the  sume  diversification  of  labor,  would 
not  that  affect  injuriously  the  value  of  agri- 
cultural products?  Would  it  not  withdraw  a 
very  large  market?  That  is  the  argument.  I 
do  not  state  it,  but  only  call  the  Senator's 
attention  to  it,  and  I  should  like  to  hear  him 
upoA  it.  I  hear  nobody  make  such  an  argu- 
ment as  he  is  combating. 

Mr.  TH&HMAN.  Jf  I  have  forgotten  that 
argument,  it  is  because  I  am  failmg;  for  I 
have  heard  it  for  more  than  the  third  of  a  cen- 
tury, that  by  building  up  manufactures  in  this 
country  you  increase  the  market  for  the  farm- 
ers by  turning  the  people  from  agriculture 
to  manufactures. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Turning  them  into  con- 
sumers. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Turning  them  into  con- 
sumers ;  and  if  ^ou  did  notdo  that,  they  would 
turn  back  to  raising  potatoes,  and  that  would 
injure  the  agriculiurists.  I  have  this  to  say 
about  the  business  of  the  country,  that  it  is 
entirely  too  delicate  a  subject  to  be  governed 
by  laws  made  to  foster  one  branch  of  industry 
and  to  injure  another.  You  must  leave  that 
to  the  operation  of  trade  and  commerce  among 
the  people  themselves. 

You  never  can  tamper  with  it  by  law  without 
injuring  somebody.  It  will  not  do  for  us  in 
our  wisdom  to  regulate  it.  A  pretty  set  of 
folks  we  are  to  undertake  such  a  thing  I  This 
Senate,  one  half  of  whom  are  lawyers,  are  a 
pretty  set  of  men  to  undertake  to  weigh  the 
business  of  the  country  in  scales  and  find 
exactly  how  many  of  the  people  ought  to  be 
employed  in  making  shoes,  how  many  in  mak- 
ing hats,  how  many  should  be  Uulors,  how 
many  should  make  clothing,  how  many  work 
on  iron,  how  many  be  engaged  in  commerce, 
how  many  in  navigation,  how  many  in  farm- 
ing, and  then  set  to  work  to  provide  a  distri- 
bution of  pursuits  by  law — not  directly,  it  is 
true,  as  the  Egyptians  used  to  say,  ^*  You  shall 
be  a  shoemaker ;  you  shall  be  a  hatter ;  you 
shall  be  a  stone  cutter ;  you  shall  follow  the 
pursuit  of  your  father,  and  no  other" — not  say- 
ing that  directly  in  the  way  that  the  Pharaohs 
of  old  did)  hut  saying  indirectly  by  our  legis- 
lation we  will  have  so  many  manufacturers, 
because  we  will  footer  manufactures,  and  will 
thereby  turn  people  away  from  agriculture  into 
manutiftctories,  or  we  will  diminish  the  number 
of  mechanics  by  giving  advantages  to  agri- 
culture, and  thereby  converting  mechanics  into 
farmers. 

If  my  friend  lived  where  I  live,  in  one  of 
the  greatest  agricultural  regions  of  the  coun- 
try, he  would  know  that  one  of  the  greatest 
difficulties  now  experienced  is  that  there  is 
a  dearth  of  agricultural  labor.  So  far  from 
stimulating  a  diversion  from  agricultural  pur- 
suits to  mechanical  pursuits,  if  the  law  should 
intorfere  at  all,  it  ought  to  interfere  directly 
in  the  opposite  direction.  Why,  sir,  what 
does  the  census  show?  And  when  I  speak 
of  this  I  speak  of  all  Christendom,  xour 
census  shows  that  in  a  vast  part  of  the  Uottod 
States  the  rural  population  has  not  increased 
one  iota  in  the  last  ten  years,  and  that  the 
entire  increase  in  those  States  has  been  in  the 
urban  population — people  leaving  farming  and 
going  to  towns  ana  cities  to  reside.  Every- 
body knows  it  You  have  only  to  look  at  the 
census  anywhere,  even  in  the  comparatively 
new  States,  to  see  that  your  towns  and  cities 
grow  at  an  immensely  greator  ratio  than  does 
the  country  population.     Talk  to  me  about 


the  necessity  of  diverting  labor  from  agrical- 
turel  Why,  sir,  one  of  the  greatest  com- 
plaints of  tbe  farmer  all  over  this  coQDtryia 
that  there  is  not  agricultural  labor  enoueh. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Why  is  it  that?  Whit 
diverts  it? 

Mr.  TH  aRM  AN.  I  should  have  to  go  into 
philosophy 

Mr.  CONKLING.    It  is  very  short 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  beg  the  Senator's 
pardon ;  it  is  not  very  short.  Let  me  tell  the 
Senator  it  has  been  going  on  all  overChriBten- 
dom  ever  since  the  peace  of  1815.  Let  me 
toll  him  that  the  ratio  of  increase  in  Londoo, 
in  Paris,  in  Vienna,  in  Berlin,  has  been  three 
or  four  times  as  much  as  the  ratio  of  increase 
in  the  agricultoral  portions  of  the  conntriei 
where  those  capitals  are.  It  began  with  the 
great  peace  that  followed  the  dose  of  tbe 
Napoleonic  wars,  and  it  has  been  going  oa  to 
this  time.  I  have  not  the  strength  to  go  into 
that  subject,  and  it  would  not  be  proper  tb&tl 
should  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  with  the 
difference  of  increase  between  the  rani  &od 
urban  portions  of  the  world.  I  meotioD  it 
simply  to  show  that  there  is  no  neceesity  that 
we  should  interpose  and  tax  the  people  hesTily 
in  order  to  divert  labor  from  agricaltdre  aod 
turn  it  into  mechanical  pursuits. 

But  now,  as  to  the  mechanical  panaits. 
What  portion  of  those  engaged  in  such  par 
suits  are  benefited  by  your  protective  tahfft 
I  should  like  to  know  if  the  humble  ah oemaker 
in  Ohio  is  in  any  wise  benefited  by  the  tariff 
on  shoes?  I  should  like  to  know  if  the  car- 
penter is  in  any  wise  benefited  by  yoiir  pro- 
tective tariff?  Do  you  r  duties  on  the  materiali 
that  enter  into  a  house  make  the  building  of 
the  house  any  cheaper?  No,  sir;  baton  the 
contrary  they  increase  the  price  of  the  honse ; 
they  discourage  building,  and  they  tend  directlj 
to  lessen  the  employment  of  tbe  carpenter. 
So  of  the  brick- layer  and  stone-mason,  so  of 
the  painter,  so  of  the  paper-banger,  and  so  of 
everybody  engaged  in  boilding  a  houee.  So  I 
might  go  through  with  one  half  of  the  me- 
chanical arts  or  more  and  show  that  of  ail 
those  men  who  have  their  little  shops,  and  do 
their  neighborhood  work,  you  can  scarcely  find 
one  that  is  benefited  by  your  protective  tariff. 
On  the  contrary,  they  are  nearly  all  injaredsod 
oppressed  by  it,  just  as  the  farmers  are. 

But  let  us  take  another  great  branch  of 
industry,  the  manufacture  of  agricaliaral  im- 
plements. How  is  the  wagon-maker  bene- 
fited by  your  tariff?  Is  there  any  import- 
ation of  wagons,  or  would  there  be,  to  com- 
pete with  his  wagon-making?  No,  sir;  bat 
upon  the  lumber  that  he  uses,  or  some  por- 
tion of  it,  upon  every  pound  of  iron  he  uses, 
upon  every  ounce  of  steel  he  uses,  that  mtn 
pays  duties,  directly  or  indirectly,  and  finds 
that  it  takes  more  capital  to  do  his  basioein 
than  it  would  if  the  duties  were  lower.  The 
price  of  each  article  is  increased,  and  as  tnrf 
one  knows,  when  an  article  is  dear  it  has  not 
so  ready  a  sale  as  a  cheaper  one  equally  good, 
and  in  this  way  his  business  is  injured  by  joar 
protective  duty. 

Take  the  business  of  manufacturing  agrical-^ 
tural  machines,  reaping-machines,  mower^, 
and  the  like.  That  is  an  immense  Indastryis 
this  country.  Of  what  benefit  to  those  msn- 
nfacturers,  who  employ  millions  of  capital,  is 
vour  tariff?  Not  the  slightest  in  the  world. 
There  is  no  competition  with  them.  Nobody 
imports  any  such  things.  On  the  contrary,  we 
export  to  England  herself.  We  expon  oar 
reapers  and  mowers  to  England  and  toFianc(|. 
There  is  no  importation  here  to  compete  with 
them ;  and  yet  every  man  manufacturing  s 
mowing-machine  must  in  the  first  instance 
pay  more  for  every  ounce  of  iron  in  it  than  w 
would  have  to  pay  under  a  proper  tariff,  sod 
ever^  fiirmer  that  buys  from  him  has  to  pay 
that  increased  price  in  the  sum  he  pays  for  the 
machine. 

Sir,  there  neyer  was  a  greater  sophism  thsa 
that  high  duties  are  necesaary  for  the  protee- 
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iion  of  American  labor.  I  will  not  allow  my* 
•elt'  to  be  pat  in  any  such  cateeory  u  that  of 
being  opposed  to  American  labor.  Every 
man  who  is  in  f^vor  of  moderate  duties  is 
taxed  with  being  opposed  to  American  labor 
by  the  bigh  protectionists,  not  only  in  the 
connirj,  but  iii  this  very  Senate  Chamber,  i 
am  not  to  be  put  in  the  category  in  which  the 
protectionists  seek  to  put  all  men  who  are  in 
favor  of  fair  and  moderate  duties,  of  being  an- 
tagonistic to  American  labor.  I  have  given 
illustrations ;  I  have  shown  where  the  labor  t>f 
the  country  is.  Another  illustration  occurs  to 
me  which  I  ought  also  to  mention. 

Take  the  railroads ;  are  they  benefited  by 
your  tariff?  No  ooe  I  think  will  be  hardy 
eoough  to  pretend  that.  They  pay  more  on 
their  iron,  on  their  rails,  on  every  spike,  oa 
every  chair,. on  the  iron  that  enters  into  their 
cans,  OH  account  of  your  duty;  and  yet  in  the 
manufacture  of  those  cars  is  there  any  compe 
tition  from  abroad?  And  any  one  of  half  a 
dozen  great  railroads  that  1  could  name  em- 
ploys more  men  than  the  largest  cotton  or 
woolen  factory  in  all  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  How  then  doea  the  Sen- 
ator account  for  the  fact  that  the  greatest  of 
the  railway  interests  through  their  representa- 
tive men,  united  a  short  time  ago  in  a  petition 
and  representation  to  Congress  in  favor  of 
keeping  up  the  duty  on  Bessemer  steel  ? . 

Mr.  TaURMAN.  1  know  that;  and  I  know 
that  that  im position  was  exposed  by  my  friend, 
who  unfortunately  is  away  from  his  seat,  on 
my  lef^  when  this  question  was  up  before,  if 
I  were  to  go  into  that,  I  should  have  to  go 
into  the  question  of  rings  within  a'  railroad  ; 
I  should  have  to  go  into  the  question  of  how 
railroads  are  managed ;  how  a  ring  is  formed 
within  a  company  that  sucks  the  juice  out  of 
the  orange  and  leaves  the  stockholders  nothing 
hot  the  rind  ;  and  how  such  a  ring  as  that, 
holding  five  patents  for  the  making  of  steel 
rails  for  the  benefit  of  a  few  individuals  and 
not  of  the  railroad,  has  made  the  men  in  that 
riog  and  the  officers  of  its  own  appointment 
OQ  its  leased  lines  come  to  this  Senate  and 
ask  them,  to  keep  up  the  monopoly  that  they 
under  their  patents  may  make  money  out  of 
their  own  stockholders.  It  is  not  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  understand,  it  is  uot  a  bit 
more  difficult  to  understand  than  it  is  to  under* 
stand  the  fast  freight  lines.  Every  man  who 
is  acquainted  with  railroad  matters  understands 
the  tbittg  pretty  well. 

Mr.  President,  I  said  I  was  not  going  to  be 
put  into  the  category  of  being  opposed  to 
American  labor.  Why  should  1  be?  If  there 
is  any  man  who  has  labored  harder  than  I 
have  done  during  my  life  time  I  do  not  know 
him  ;  and  I  am  as  much  in  favor  of  labor  hav- 
ing it8  proper  reward  as  any  one  can  be.  But 
this  ia  not  a  question  about  rewarding  labor  ; 
it  is  a  question  about  dividing  the  profits  of 
labor  in  the  country,  taking  part  of  them  from 
a  portion  of  the  people  who  have  earned 
theoi  and  giving  them  to  another  portion  who 
have  not  earned  them.  It  is  a  question  of  the 
division  of  the  products  of  labor,  whether 
oach  roan  shall  have  the  product  of  his  own 
labor,  or  whether  a  portion  of  the  product  of 
bia  labor  shall  be  taken  from  him  and  go  to 
another  man  under  the  naiiLe  of  protecting 
labor.  The  question  is  whether  you  shall  rob 
Peter  to  pay  rauL  That  is  the  whole  of  it  in 
a  sentence. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  did  not  expect  on 
my  advent  into  the  Senate  after  a  week's 
sickness,  and  a  severe  sickness,  too,  to  be 
drageed  into  making  a  speech  on  the  tariff : 
bot  J  could  not  help  it.  The  Senate  seemed 
to  have  nothing  else  to  do  but  to  make  or 
to  listen  to  speeches,  and  my  colleague,  who 
has  the  bill  in  charge,  seemed  so  complacent 
and  apparenfiy  so  indifferent  that  I  thought 
I  would  trouble  the  Senate  to  listen  to  me  for 
a  fe«r  moments.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MOBiiILL,  of  Vermont.    I  do  not  pro* 
poae  to  reply  io  detail  to  the  remarks  of  the 


Senator  from  Ohio ;  but  it  is  a  little  singular 
that  he,  standing  here  preeminently  the  organ 
of  the  Democratic  party,  should  at  once  put 
himself  in  antagonism  with  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Andrew  Jackson  who  thought  it  verv  im- 
portant to  place  the  consumers  of  agricultural 
products  alongside  of  the  agriculturist  I  com- 
mend to  the  Senator  the  reading  of  a  certain 
letter,  that  he  is  not  unfamiliar  with,  of  Qen- 
eral  Jackson's. 

Mr.  THORMAN.  I  recollect— long  ago 
before  the  Senator  from  Vermont  was  born  I 
suppose  it  was,  [laughter] — the  **jodiciou8 
tariff'*  letter  of  General  Jackson,  and  I  com- 
mend to  the  Senator  Mr.  Webster's  comment- 
ary on  that  letter  in  his  speech,  and  when  the 
Senator  gets  that,  he  will  have  both  sides  of 
the  question.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Another  point 
in  the  Senator's  ai^ument  was  the  diminution 
of  our  agricultural  population.  I  desire  to  ask 
him  whether  it  is  not  a  fact  that  those  who  re- 
mmn  must  of  necessity  obtain  a  latter  remun- 
eration than  they  otherwise  would? 

But  the  Senator  has  stated  that  there  are 
only  two  or  threes  or  at  the  most  half  a  dozen, 
agricultural  products  that  receive  any  protec- 
tion. The  Senator  is  mistaken  in  that  as  much 
as  he  was  in  the  statement  that  those  who  are 
protected  are  constantly  seeking  to  increase 
the  amount  of  their  protection. 

Take  the  article  of  sugar;  is  not  that  an 
agricultural  production?  It  is  not  only  pro- 
duced from  the  cane  in  Louisiaiia  and  Texas, 
but  I  am  informed  that  in  California  they  have 
Successfully  introduced  the  cultivation  of  beets 
for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing  sugar^  and 
that  they  have  at  least  one  mill  now  established 
that  is  a  success,  and  I  am  informed  that  they 
have  a  large  amount  of  lands  that  can  be 
devoted  to  a  like,  culture.  Sir,  I  am  aston- 
ished at  the  Senator  from  Ohio  making  the 
statement  he  does. 

Take  the  article  of  rice ;  and  I  take  southern 
products  first.  Is  not  that  an  agricnitnral  pro- 
duction ?  Does  not  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  seek  to  avoid  any  reduction  of  the 
duty  upop  that  article? 

Again,  take  hops.  A  large  portion  of  the 
Canadian  Dominion  produces  hops,  and  they 
are  a  very  profitable  article  of  culture. 

Take,  then,  the  common  article  of  potatoes. 
Why,  sir,  one  half  the  potatoes  which  are  dis- 
posed of  here  in  the  city  of  Washington  come 
from  the  Canadiau  Dominion.  They  are  not 
raised  in  our  own  country,  but  they  come  from 
New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia.  And  yet 
the  Senator  seems  to  ignore  the  fact  that  there 
is  any  need  of  a  tariff  upon  potatoes. 

Take  the  article  of  oats.  A  very  large 
amount  of  oats  is  brought  here  from  Prince 
Edward's  Island  and  Nova  Scotia  and  all 
through  the  Canadas.  Their  climate  is  too 
cold  for  the  production  of  corn,  but  they  pro- 
duce pata  in  large  abundance,  and  they  have 
to  find  a  market  for  them  in  the  United  States 
to  a  very  large  extent. 

The  Senator  admitted  that  on  flax  seed  and 
wool  there  was  some  protection  given;  but 
take  it  on  sheep*  Is  there  not  as  much  pro- 
tection on  sheep  as  there  is  upon  wool  ?  Ihey 
come  into  our  countrv  by  droves,  across  the 
railroad  at  Niagara  Falls,  across  every  rail- 
road of  the  country;  they  come  by  twenty 
car  loads  at  a  time  to  our  inarkets,  and  pay 
the  duty  of  twenty  per  cent,  in  addition. 

Take  it  upon  horses.  Those  also  come 
singly  and  in  pairs  and  in  droves,  and  are 
sold  in  our  market. 

Take  it  upon  cattle.  Last  fall  I  was  upon 
the  Canada  side,  and  I  saw  whole  droves  of 
cows  assembled  together  for  the  American 
market.  Does  the  Senator  think  that  our 
farmers  have  not  any  interest  in  the  subject 
of  the  tariff?  It  so,  he  is  very  much  mis- 
taken. 

Take  it  even  upon  butter  and  cheese ;  even 
eggs  are  brought  here  in  very  great  qoanti* 
ties  and  sold  in  our  markets. 


Take  the  article  of  peas,  which  (s  largely 
cotisumed  as  a  substitute  for  cofi^,  and  there 
are  hundreds  and  thousands  of  bushels  of 
peas  grown  in  Canada,  and  burned  and  sold 
in  New  York  as  a  cheap  article  of  coffee. 
Does  the  Senator  think  our  people  have  no 
interest  in  these  subjects?  If  so,  he  is  very 
much  mistaken. 

I  could  go  through  with  a  still  larger  liet, 
but  at  half  past  four  o'clock  I  do  not  wish  to 
weary  the  Senate.  The  Senator's  arguments 
are  not  only  wrong,  but  bis  facts  are  all  wrong. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Har- 
lan in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Maryland. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  What  is  that 
amendment? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFIOHSR.  To  strike 
out  the  words  ^*and  steel  rails,*'  in  line  nine- 
teen, section  two,  page  6  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that  amendment. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  BAYARD,  (after  having  at  first  voted 
in  the  affirmative.)    I  voted  under  a  misap* 

?reheo8ion  in  the  absence  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Cameron.]  There  was  an 
understanding  that  we  should  pair,  but  it  was 
not  so  definite  as  it  is  to  be  now.  I  de9ire, 
therefore,  to  recall  my  vote.  If  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  were  here,  he  would  vote 
in  the  negative  and  I  in  the  affirmative,  on  this 
proposition. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  the  Senator's  vote  will  be  with- 
drawn. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  should  like  to  be  per- 
mitted to  make  a  motion  at  this  time  in  regard 
to  an  adjournment  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  roll- 
call  is  not  yet  announced. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  object  to  anything  else 
being  done. 

The  result  was  then  announced — ^yeas  26, 
nays  28 ;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Aloom,  Blair,  Carpenter,  Gasserly, 
Cbandibr,  Cole,  Cooper,  Davis  of  West  Virsinia, 
Edmunds,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Harlan.  Hitch- 
cook.  H^we,  Kellogg.  Kelly,  Logan.  Norwood, 
Osborn,  Pomoroy,  Sawder,  Sou  arc,  Stockton,  Thnr- 
man,  TrambuU,  and  Vicker8-~25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Boreman,  Buck- 
ingham, Caldwell,  Clayton.  Conkling.  Corbett,  Cra- 
gin,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Frelinghnysen. 
Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Hill,  Morrill 
of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont.  Morton,  Patterson, 
Ramsey.  Scott,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Stewart,  West, 
Windom,  and  Wright— 28. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Bayard.  Brownlow,  Cameron, 
Davis  of  Kentucky,  Ferry  of  Connecticut^,  Flan- 
Agan.  Goldthwaite,  Johnston.  Lewis.  Nye,  Pool. 
Pratt,  Biee,  Bobertson,  Saulsbary,  Spenoer,  Ste- 
venson, Sumner,  Tipton«  and  Wilson— w. 

So- the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 

rejected. 

The  VICE  PRBSIDBNT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  to  strike  out  from  the  fifteenth  to 
the  twenty- fourth  lines,  inclusive,  of  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Fin  Slice  to  House  bill  No.  178, 
which  was  added  to  this  bill  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  ask  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  move  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns 
to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday,  to-mor- 
row being  Good  Friday.  I  think  it  is  right  for 
the  Senate  to  adjourn  over  Good  Friday. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  object  to  any  motion 
of  that  kind  until  we  get  this  bill  through.  I 
think  I  have  ascertained  now  the  sense  of  a 
large  majority  of  the  Senate  to  be  to  dispose 
of  this  bill  before  a^joamment.  Then  I  shall 
not  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  moUon 
cannot  be  entertained  now  except  by  unan- 
imous consent,  and  obiection  is  made. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  The  motion  I 
made  was  at  first  to  strike  out  parts  of  the  sec- 
tion ;  but  at  the  suggestion  of  some  Senators 
that  they  desire  to  nave  a  rote  on  the  whole 
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section  9  I  change  my  motioQ,  and  more  to 
strike  oat  the  section. 

Xiie  VICB  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
now  is  oa  concurring  in  the  amendment,  which 
is  adding  that  section;  and  an  equivalent 
motion  cannot  be  put. 

Mr.  FRELiNQHUYSEN.  Then  let  us  take 
the  vote  on  the  question  of  concurring  or  not 
concurring,  and  after  that  I  will  move  a  recon- 
sideration if  necessary. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  withdraws  his  motion.    The 

anestioo  is  on  concurring  with  the  action  of 
le  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
adding  the  second  section,  as  it  is  called,  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  WRIQHT.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  that. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  paired  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania,  Mr.  CAKBaov. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulled — ^yeas  82,  nays  17 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aleom,  Ames,  BImir.  Carpenter, 
OsMerly,  ClMrtoD,  Conklmf ,  Cooper,  Fentoa,  Fre- 
linghuysen,  fiamilton  of  Maryland.  Uamilton  of 
Texas,  Hamlin,  Harlan.  Hill,  Howe,  Kellocrff,  Kelly, 
liOgran,  Morton.  Norwood.  Sawyer.  Sohun.  sberman, 
Speooer.  SteTenaon,  Thurman,  Trnmball,  Viokers, 
Wo8t.  WiodoQi,  and  Wrisht— 42. 

NATS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Boreman,  Baokingham, 
Caldwell,  Chandler,  Cole.  Corbett,  Edmunds,  Ferry 
of  Bliobiffan,  Gilberkt  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Osbom, 
Patterson  Ramsey,  SooLt.  Spraffne,  and  Stewart— 17. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brownlow,  Cameron, 
Cragin.  Davis  of  Kentaoky,  Davis  of  West  Virginia, 
Ferry  of  Conneotieut,  Flanagan,  Ooldthwaite,  Hitoh- 
cook^ohnston,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Nye,  Pome- 
roy.  Pool,  Pratt,  Rioe,  Robertson,  Saulabury,  Stock- 
ton, Snmner.  Tipton,  and  Wilson— 24. 

So  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.  I  now,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  statement  that  I  made,  move 
a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  taken,  in 
order  that  I  may  move  the  amendments  which 
I  have  suggested. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  moves  tQ  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  second  section  was  added  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  this  motion  to  recon- 
sider is  merely  for  the  purpose  of  enablina 
the  Senator  to  test  the  question  on  silk  and 
earthenware,  I  hope  it  will  be  done  to  give 
him  that  opportunity.  I  think  there  was  an 
understanding  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.  It  was  my  under- 
standing that  to  avoid  time  we  would  take 
the  vote  on  the  whole  section,  presuming  that 
there  would  be  of  course  a  reconsideration  in 
case  it  prevailed  in  order  that  the  section  might 
be  amended.     I  so  stated. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection,  if 
there  has  been  a  misapprehension,  to  allow  the 
Senator  to  submit  whatever  amendments  he 
desires  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.CONKLINQ.  Perhaps  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  can  have  unanimous  consent  to 
move  his  amendments.  It  will  not  do  to  make 
this  vote  a  test  question.  If  the  Senator  relied 
on  this  understanding  we  must  vote  on  a  ques* 
tion  of  courtesy  and  not  a  question  of  the  tariff. 
I  hope  he  may  have  common  consent  to  submit 
bis  amendments. 

Mr.  MORTON.    I  hope  so. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  obtec 
tion  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  New 
York  and  the  Senator  from  Ohio  ?  The  Chair 
hears  none,  and  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
is  entitled  to  move  his  amendments.  If  the 
amendments  should  fail,  the  Chair  will  under- 
stand then  that  the  second  section  has  been 
added  to  the  bill  without  amendment.  If 
they  should  prevail,  the  question  will  recur  on 
adding  the  section  as  amended.  The  Chair 
also  understands  that  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island  [Mr.  Anthovt]  desires  the  third  sec- 
tion to  follow  the  second  and  be  reserved  until 
the  second  shall  be  decided  upon.  The  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey  will  now  indicate  his 


amendments,  separately  or  together,  as  he 
desires. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Let  us  take  them  sepa- 
rately. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  lines,  which 
refer  to  silk. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  words  to  be 
stricken  out  will  be  reported  by  the  Secretary. 

The  Chief  Clere.  The  words  proposed  to 
be  stricken  out  are  as  follows : 

Oa  all  the  manafaetnres  of  silk  which  are 'now 
•ukaeot  to  a  duty  of  sUty  par  oenL  md  valormm, 

Mr.  MORTQN.  I  desire  to  say  one  word. 
As  the  manufacture  of  silk  has  just  been 
established  under  very  interesting  circum- 
stances, with  large  prospects  for  Uie  future, 
and  as  silk  can  scarcely  be  regarded  as  a  neces- 
sary, and  must  be  regarded  more  in  the  char- 
acter of  a  luxury,  on  which,  according  to  our 
general  theory,  the  highest  duties  should  be 
placed,  I  shall  vote  for  the  Senator's  motion 
to  strike  this  from  the  operation  of  the  ten 
per  cent,  reduction. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  onestion  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  to  strike  out  from  the  second  section 
the  paragraph  in  regard  to  silk. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered ;  and  being  taken, 
resalted — ^yeas  28,  nays  24;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Aleom.  Anthony,  Boreman.  Bnek- 
incham.  GaJdwell,  Chandler.  Cole.  Corl>ett,  Crasin, 
Edmnnds,  ferry  of  Miohigan,  Frelinshttyien.  Har- 
lan. Hill,  Hitchoook,  Morrill' of  Maine,  Morton, 
Osbom,  Patterson,  Pomeroy.  Ramsey.  Sawyer.  Soott^ 
Sprasue,  Stewart.  West,  Wilson,  ana  Windom~28. 

NAYSr— Messrs.  Ames,  Bavwrd.  Blair,  Carpenter, 
Caaserly.Cooper,  Fenton,  Gilbert.  Hamilton  of  Mary- 
land, Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Howe.  Kellogf , 
Kelly.  Logan,  Norwood,  Sohun.  Sberman,  Spen- 
cer. Stevenson,  Thurman,  Tramoull,  Viokers,  and 
Wrijrht-24, 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Brownlow,  Oameron^Clayton, 
ConUing.  Davis  of  Kentnel^,  Davis  of  West  Vir- 

Jinia,  Fernr  of  Connectieut.  Flanagan,  Qoldthwaite, 
ohnston,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Nye,  Pool, 
Pratt.  Riee,  Robertson,  Saalsbury,  Stoekton,  Sum- 
ner, and  Tipton— 21. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRBLINGHU YSEN.  I  now  move 
to  strike  out  the  twenty-third  and  twenty- 
fourth  lines,  included  within  the  notice  which 
I  gave,  referring  to  earthenware  and  glass. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  moves  to  strike  out  from 
the  second  section  the  paragraph  in  regard 
to  earthenware,  glass,  ftc.  Does  any  Sena- 
tor desire  that  the  paragraph  be  read  ?  [*'  No, 
no."]  If  not,  the  question  is  on  the  .motion 
to  strike  out  that  paragraph. 

Mr.  PRELINGHUYSBN  called  for  the 
yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  ask  to  have  the  para- 
graph read.     It  is  very  short. 

Ihe  Chief  Clerk.  It  is  proposed  to  strike 
ont: 

On  all  earthenware,  glass  and  glassware,  and  on 
on  nnwronshtpipe-elay,flre-olay,  kaolin,  and  fa  1- 
ler's  earth. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  trust  the  Senate  will 
indulge  me  for  a  moment.  This  earthenware 
is  a  very  heavy  article,  and  is  now  under  very 
high  duty ;  and  it  does  seem  to  me  that  while 
the  Senate  is  evidently  disposed  to  indulge  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey,  earthenware  can 
stand  reduction  as  well  us  any  other  article. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.  How  high  is  the 
dttty? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  used  by  every- 
body. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  have  redneed  the 
duty  on  the  raw  material. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  The  raw  mate- 
rial is  clay,  which  is  found  in  this  country. 
There  is  no  duty  on  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  pipes  are  reduced. 
The  duty  is  twenty- five  and  thirty-five  per  cent. 
I  think. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.  The  duty  is 
thirty- five  percent,  ad  valorem ',  fifteen  cents 
higher  than  the  duty  of  the  tariff  of  1846. 
There  are  one  hundred  potteries  in  Pennsyl- 


vania and  New  Jersey,  of  whieh  forty  are  now 
idle.  These  potteries  were  started  under  the 
influence  and  the  stimulus  that  was  given  to 
business  by  the  high  premium  on  gold  and  the 
demand  which  existed  during  toe  war,  and 
now  they  are  languishing,  and  if  yon  take  off 
this  ten  per  cent,  you  close  np  thoae  ntann&c* 
tories. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  was  not  mistaken. 
The  great  item  here  is  not  the  earthenware  so 
much  as  the  glassware.  Qlaseware  is  a  very 
lar^e  item,  and  the  duty  ranges  as  high  as  thirty 
to  forty  and  fifty  per  cent.  I  think  the  Senator 
ought  to  be  satisfied. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.  li  is  not  s 
question  for  a  Senator  to  be  saUsfied.  It 
makes  no  difference  to  me.  The  gentlemaa 
speaks  here  as  if  a  personal  &Tor  to  me  wss 
involved  in  this  vote.  There  are  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  operatives  whose  living 
depends  on  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  now  the  tariff  be- 
fore me.  *'  Earthenware,  brown  and  common," 
is  twenty-five  per  cent.  * '  On  ail  other  earthen, 
stone,  or  crockery  ware,  white,  glased,  edged, 
printed,  pointed,  dipped,  or  cream-colored, 
composed  of  earthy  or  mineral  sabatances  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  forty  per  cent,  ad  rofe- 
rsm."  Qlassware  is  from  forty  to  fifty  per 
cent. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  ii 
on  striking  out  the  paragraph  *' earthenware, 
glass  and  glassware,"  £c,  from  the  secosd 
section. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  ihe  roll,  and 
Mr.  Alcork  answered  to  his  name. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.  I  was  going  to 
propose,  at  the  request  of  some  Senators,  to 
separate  the  motion,  to  take  the  Tote  first  os 
earthenware.    That  I  have  a  right  to  do. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Seostor 
moves,  then,  to  strike  out  * 'earthen  ware*'  alone, 
so  that  it  will  read,  "  on  all  glass,  glassware," 
4c. 

Mr.  LOQAN.  I  rioe  to  a  point  of  order. 
There  has  been  a  response  to  the  calL 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  it  was  simol* 
taneons  with  the  rising  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  but  the  Chair  thinks  the  Secretary 
had  the  response.  The  Chair  mast  therelbrs 
refuse  to  entertain  the  modification  if  the  Sen* 
ator  from  Illinois  insists  on  the  point. 

Mr.  LOQAN.     I  do. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretaiy 
had  a  response  to  the  call  before  the  Chair 
recognised  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 

The  Secretary  resumed  and  concladed  the  call 
of  the  roll ;  and  the  result  was  annoenced-^ 
yeas  14,  nays  86;  as  follows: 

TEA&— Mmbru  Anthony.  Borenuui,  Bnekinsham. 
Caldwell,  Chandler,  Corbett,  Edmunds.  Ferrj  of 
Michigan.  Frelinshnysen,  Osbom.  Bamsej.  Scott, 
Sprague,  and  Stoekton — ^14. 

NAYS^Meisrs.  Aloorn,  Ames,  Blair.  Carpenter. 
Caraerlsr,  Cole,  Conkllng,  Cooper,  Cragin,  Daru  of 
West  Virginia,  Fenton, Qilbert,  Hamilton  of  Mary- 
land. Hamilton  of  Texas.  Hamlin.  H.'xrian,  Hill, 
Hitoheeck.  Howe,  Kellji  Logan.  Morrill  of  MaiD«, 
Norwood,  Fattenon,  Bice.  Sohora,  Sherman.  Smd- 
eer,  Stevenson,  Stewart.  Thurman,  Trumbull,  v  ick* 
ers;  West.  W  indom,  and  Wright— 96. 

ABSENT  —  Messrs.  Bayard.  Brownlow.  Ouneroe, 
Clayton,  Davis  of  Kentuokv,  Ferry  of  ConneoCieat, 
Flanagan,  Ooidthwaitc,  Johnston,  KeUogg.  Ij«wiii» 
Morrill  of  Vermont.  Morton,  Nye,  Pomeroy.  Pool. 
Pratt,  Robertson,  Saulsbary,  Sawyer,  SamBcr.  Tip- 
ton, and  Wilson— 23. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PHfiSlDBNT.  The  question 
now  recurs  on  concurring  in  the  section  as 
amended. - 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    It  has  been  agreed  to. 

The  VICB  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  re 
garded  as  agreed  to,  and  the  third  sectios, 
unless  some  Senator  demands  a  divisiaof 
(which  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  re- 
served to  await  the  result  on  the  second  sec- 
tion,) will  also  be  regarded  as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  have  an  amendment 
which  I  think  is  germane. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  desire,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  ro  finish  Uie  amend- 
ment of  which  I  gave  notice. 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  begs 
pardon.  The  Chair  thought  the  Senator  from 
riew  Jersey  had  concluded  his  amend raents. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  No,  sir.  In 
lines  seventeen,  eighteen,  and  nineteen  there 
is  another  division  in  reference  to  cast*  steel. 
I  will  not  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  reserved  also  the  seventeenth, 
eighteenth,  and  nineteenth  lines  of  the  second 
section,  being  the  paragraph  in  regard  0  iron 
and  steel.  He  moves  to  strike  out  that  para- 
graph from  the  section. 

The  motion  Xo  strike  oat  was  rejected. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  have  one  more 
amendment,  to  strike  oqt  the  twenty-second 
line,  in  the  words  *'ou  all  metals  not 
herem  otherwise  provided  for.*' 

Tbtt  motion  to  strike  oat  was  rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  second  sec- 
tion is  adopted,  the  pari^raph  in  regard  to 
silks  being  stricken  from  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Is  the  third  seoUon 
adopted  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  third  sec- 
tion is  also  adopted.  • 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  send  to  the  Chair  an 
amendment  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  us  hear  the  pending 
amendment  read. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  want  to  move  to  put  a 
head  on  the  bill ;  we  are  working  on  the  other 


end.    [Laughter.] 
The  VICE  PRE 


PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Nevada  has  moved  an  amendment,  the  con- 
tents of  which  have  not  yet  been  disclosed.  It 
will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Stewart,  as  follows : 

That  all  maohiaery  imported  exolosively  for  tho 
manafacture  of  sugar  from  beets,  and  suitable  for  no 
other  purpose,  shall  be  free  of  dut/  for  the  period 
of  three  jeait  from  the  paasace  of  this  aet. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  just  say,  in  expla- 
nation of  that,  that  the  time  was  extended 
when  this  experiment  was  made  in  IllinoiSi 
They  introduced  some  there,  and  it  did  not 
sQCoeed.  They  have  tried  the  same  experi- 
ment in  California  with  two  establishments 
there,  which  has  been  a  complete  success.  * 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  They  do  not  want  any 
protection  if  they  have  sncceeded. 

Mr.  STEWART.  It  has  been  a  success  in 
the  way  of  showing  that  it  can  be  done.  It  is 
thought  if  they  can  have  a  little  encourage- 
ment that  this  will  be  an  important  industry. 
In  the  course  of  three  years  there  will  be  but 
little  machinery  brought  in ;  but  there  will  be 
enough  to  give  it  a  start. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  no  necessity  for 
the  passage  of  this  amendment.  It  is  already 
theh 


'from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  reeolution 
maehinery  for  the  raanafaoture  of  beet  sotar,  im- 
ported for  tbat  purpose  only,  ahaU  be  exempt  from 

duty." 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HAM.LIN.  Mr.  President,  we  have 
been  voting  sometimes  at  odd  purposes  upon 
this  bill,  I  think  for  the  purpose  of  arriving  at 
a  point  which  all  of  us  desire.  We  have  now, 
I  believe,  got  at  that  point  where  we  have 
adopted  all  of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Finance  except  the  head,  which  has 
been  cut  off.  It  occurs  to  me  that  the  bill  will 
be  more  symmetrical,  that  its  form  and  pro* 
portions  will  be  much  more  beautiful,  and  that 
there  will  be  very  much  better  statesman- 
ship now  if  we  take  the  first  section  of  their 
biJl,  which  we  have  omitted,  and  put  it  back 
where  the  committee  had  it  when  the  bill  was 
reported.  I  do  not  know  that  it  will  get  any 
more  votes  than  it  got  when  the  distinctive 
motion  was  made  to  strike  out  tea  and  coffee ; 
hot  1  want  the  privilege  at  least  of  voting  for 
it  by  myself,  and  for  that  purpose  I  propose 
now  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  this  bifl 


as  it  stands  before  us,  and  to  insert  in  lien  of 
it  the  first  section  of  the  bill  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  with  the  simple 
change  which  I  will  proceed  to  indicate.  I 
inquire  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
whether  the  three  paragraphs  commencing  on 
page  6,  line  eighty-eight,  do  not  embrace  a 
class  of  articles  not  now  enumerated  in  any 
tariff? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  clanses  to  which 
the  Senator  refers  are  the  only  clauses  in 
the  bill  which  increase  daties.  Those  three 
clanses  do  increase  the  duties,  in  order  to  brinsr 
them  np  to  what  was  supposed  to  be  fair  and 
right     * 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
Maine  a  question.  His  amendment,  offered  in 
its  present  form  as  a  substitute  for  the  first 
section,  has  the  effect  to  restore  tea  to  a  duty 
of  ten  cents  and  coffee  to  two  cents. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  It  does  precisely  that.  I 
offer  it  as  it  is  with  those  clauses  stricken  out 
I  strike  them  out  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  an 
objection  which  by  possibility  may  be  raised 
in  the  other  House  with  those  clanses  in,  that 
would  not  be  raised  if  those  clanses  were  out. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  strikes  out 
rice,  I  understand. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    I  have  left  rice  in. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  At  the  proper  time  I  shall 
move  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  If  it  is  the  Senator's  wish, 
I  will  at  his  snggestion  so  modify  my  amend- 
ment as  to  strike  out  rioe. 

Mr.  SAWYER.    I  should  like  that 

Mr.  COLE.     I  hope  not 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  will  so  modify  it  as  to 
strike  out  lines  thirty- two,  thirty* three,  and 
thirty-four,  and  I  also  strike  oat  the  last  three 
paragraphs.  If  this  amendment  should  be 
adopted,  the  bill  will  then  go  to  the  other 
House  with  do  part  of  the  schedule  which 
increases  the  dutv  upon  any  article  above 
what  is  now  provioed  by  law ;  and  I  think  it 
obviates,  or  may  obviate  one  objection  that 
might  be  raised  in  the  House  if  the  last  three 
paragraphs  were  retained. 

1  have  no  disposition  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion. I  have  listened  to  all  the  wisdom,  and  I 
have  come  to  believe  that  I  know  more  about 
the  tariff  than  any  other  subject  in  the  world, 
but  then  I  believe  that  I  know  less;  and 
therefore  I  have  only  stated  the  reason  why 
I  offer  the  amendment,  and  I  submit  it  to  the 
Senate  for  its  vote. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Maine  moves  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  bill»  which  is  the  House  bill,  with 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, making  tea  and  coffee  free,  and  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  first  section  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  in  House 
bill  No.  178,  excluding  from  it  the  three  par- 
agraphs in  regard  to  rice,  and  the  three  para- 
grapns  in  regard  to  iron  wire. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  that  open  to  amend- 
ment? If  it  is  amendable  I  wish  to  move  to 
strike  out  tea  and  coffee  from  the  amendment 
and  see  if  the  Senate  will  stick  to  what  it  has 
once  determined.  If  not,  I  shall  vote  against 
this  amendment,  which  I  hope  w^  shall  in  tbat 
event  vote  down,  though  I  would  vote  for  it 
if  it  did  not  include  tea  and  coffee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  motion  to 
strike  out  and  insert  is  by  special  rule  of  the 
Senate  indivisible ;  but  the  part  proposed  to 
be  inserted  can  certainly  be  amended.  The 
Senator  from  Vermont  moves  to  amend  the 
words  proposed  to  be  inserted  by  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  by  omitting  therefrom  tea  and 
coffee,  in  which  respects  the  section  now  reads 
ten  cents  and  two  cents  per  pound. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Do  I  understand  the 
Chair  to  say  tbat  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  can  be  voted  upon  before  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maine? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    Certainly. 


put  them  on  the  free  listt  we  \ 
if  the  Senate  wishes  to  ao  so 


Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  if  that  has  the  effect 
to  make  tea  and  coffee  free,  because  if  the 
amendment  still  stands  as  a  substitute  for  the 
first  section,  which  does  make  tea  and  coffee 
free,  the  first  section  is  gone  entirely,  whether 
those  words  are  stricken  out  or  not.  What 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  wants  to  do  is  to 
keep  tea  and  coffee  free ;  but  he  does  not  do 
that  by  Ifls  motion. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  My  good  friend  will 
understand  that  I  cannot  (as  he  can)  do  more 
than  one  thing  at  a  time.  The  only  motion  I 
can  now  make  is  to  perfect  this  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Maine  by  striking  tea 
and  coffee  from  it.  If  we  then  agree  to  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  as  amended,  we  shall  then  have  a  pro- 
vision leaving  tea  and  coffee  out  altogether. 
Then  if  some  further  words  are  neceasacy  to 

will  put  them  in 
;  I  do. 

Mr.  MORTON.  That  would  leave  theprea- 
ent  duty  of  fifteen  cents  on  tea. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  would  be 
the  effect  if  both  motions  should  prevail.  If 
tlie  amendment  to  the  amendment  and  the 
amendment  as  amended  should  prevail,  it  would 
leave  tea  and  coffee  untouched  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  I  cannot  make  more 
than  one  motion  at  a  time. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  rise  to  make  an  inquiry  as  to 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maine.  I  did 
not  understand  the  Chair  to  state  tbat  it  ex- 
tended so  far  as  the  Senator  from  Maine  seems 
to  have  carried  out,  and  that  was,  not  only  to 
embrace  the  subjects  of  tea  and  coffee,  which 
were  to  be  stricken  out  from  this  section,  but 
also  rice  in  lines  thirty- two  and  thirty-three, 
and  also  the  paragraphs  beginning  at  line 
eighty-eight  on  page  6,  including  iron- wire 
cloth,  and  extending  down  to  line  ninety- four. 
I  inquire  whether  the  motion  embraces  all  these 
subjects  at  one  time? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
again  state  it  The  Senator  from  Blaine  movea 
to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  House  bill 
abolishing  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee,  as 
amended  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
so  as  to  fix  the  1st  of  July  for  the  repeal  to  go 
into  effect,  and  to  insert  in  its  stead  the  whole 
of  the  first  section  of  the  tariff  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Finance  except  the  three 
lines  in  regard  to  rioe  and  the  three  paragraphs 
in  regard  to  iron- wire  cloth,  &c.,  at  the  end 
of  the  seoiion,  pending  which  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  moves  to  amend  the  part  proposed 
to  be 'inserted  by  striking  therefrom  tea  and 
coffee. 

Mr.  COLE.  When  that  is  passed  upon,  I 
shall  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by  insert- 
ing the  three  lines  relative  to  rice,  if  I  have  the 
opportanity. 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  As  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  inquiry  of  the  Chair  as  to  the  effect  of  this 
vote,  let  me  inquire  what  will  be  the  effect  of 
the  contrary  vote?  If  we  vote  down  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  irom  Vermont, 
and  vote  down  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  then  I  take  it  tea  and  coffee  will 
remain  free,  and  the  bill  will  stand  as  it  is. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Tea  and  coffee 
will  remain  free,  and  the  second,  third,  fourth, 
and  fifth  sections  of  the  Finance  Committee's 
report  will  be  incorporated  in  the  bill,  but  the 
first  section  will  not  be.  The  question  is  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ;  and  the 
Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  do  not  think  this  vote 
is  understood,  at  least  on  this  si3e  of  the 
House. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  somewhat 
complicated,  but  the  Chair  has  endeavored  to 
state  it  as  distinctly  as  he  could. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    It  is  not  complicated  al 
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all,  as  I  tbiok.  The  motion  is  to  strike  oat 
of  ihe  amendmeot  the  two  lines  as  to  tea  and 
coffee 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
again  state  the  qaestion  to  the  Senate  if  there 
be  no  objection,  though  the  roll-call  has  com* 
XDcnced.  The  Senator  from  Maine  moves  to 
strike  oat  the  first  section  of  this  biU,  which 
is  the  House  bill  abolishing  tea  and  coffee, 
with  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
Bylvania,  fixing  the  Ist  of  July  for  its  oper- 
ation, and  to  insert  in  its  stead  the  first  section 
of  the  Finance  Committee's  report,  excluding 
the  three  lines  in  regard  to  rice  and  the  three 
paragraphs  in  regard  to  iron-wire  cloth. 
Pending  that  motion  to  strike  out  and  insert, 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  moves  to  amend 
the  section  proposed  to  be  inserted  as  part 
of  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  by 
striking  from  it  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Leaving  tea  and  coffee 
on  the  free  list.     Q'Nol"  •*NoI"] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Leaving  them 
untouched  until  some  further  motion  shall  be 
made  in  regard  to  them. 

Mr.  SPUAGUE.  Suppose  I  should  vote 
**yea,'*  what  effect  would  it  have  on  tea  and 
coffee? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  would  not  have  any 
effect  until  we  get  through.  * 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  next  ques- 
tion would  be  on  inserting  the  first  section  of 
the  Finance  Committee's  report,  without  any 
allusion  to  tea  and  coffee,  in  place  of  the  sec- 
tion which  abolishes  the  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  But  in  the  mean  time  tea 
and  coffee  would  go  out  because  they  would 
have  been  stricken  out. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  we  are  to  debate  this 
subject,  I  should  like  to  be  heard  myself. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  obiect  to  debate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  certainly 
irregular. 

.  Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  will  stick  to  his  objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDEN  T.  The  Chair  only 
answered  the  question  of  the  Senator  from 
California,  as  there  seemed  to  be  a  misunder- 
standing. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent  

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  object  to  debate  dor- 
iug  the  call  of  the  roll. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  merely  desire 
to  ask  a  question  of  the  Chair. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  can- 
not entertain  it.  The  roll-call  must  be  con- 
tinned. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vernoot.  Can  I  not 
ask  a  question  of  tiie  Chair? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  daring  the 
roll-call,  unless  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     Nobody  will  object. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  not  object  to  the 
Senator  asking  a  question  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  merely  de- 
sire to  ask  whether,  if  I  vote  for  this  measure 
so  as  to  make  tea  and  coffee  free,  I  shall  be  at 
liberty  afterward,  to  some  extent,  to  have  a 
vote  relative  to  relieying  the  people  from  inter- 
nal revenue  taxes? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    I  object  to  debate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is  not  a  parlia- 
mentary question. 

The  Secretary  continued  and  concluded  the 
call  of  the  roll  on  Mr.  Edmunds's  amendment 
to  the  amendment;  and  the  result  was  an- 
nounced— yeas  18,  nays  40;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Caldwell.  Clayton.  Cole, 
Cooper,  Corbett,  KdiiMinds.  Kellogr,  Osborn.  Fom- 
eroT.  Sawyer,  8colt,  and  Viokere— 13. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Auics,  Blair,  Boreman, 
Backingbau,  Carpeater.  Oasaerl^,  Ctiaodler,  Cook- 
lior.  Cragin,  Davis  of  West  VirgiDia,  Fouton,  Ferry 
of  Michigan,  Frelloffhuysen,  Gilbert,  llamiltou  of 
Maryland.  Hamilton  of  Texa«.  Uamlin.  Uarlan,  Hill, 
Howe,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Mor- 
ton, Norwood,  PutteraoD,  Ramsey,  Riee,  Roberison, 


Sehars,  Sherman,  Spravue^^Stevenson,  Stewart, 
Stockton,  Tramball,  West,  Wilson,  Windom,  and 
Wright-40.     . 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Bayard,  Brownlow,  Cameron, 
Davis  of  Kentucky.  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Flana- 
agan,  Qoldihwaitc.  Hitcboock,  Johnston,  Kelly, 
Lewis,  Logan.  Nye,  Pool.  Pratt,  Saalsbary,  Spencer, 
Sumner,  Thurman.  and  Tipton— 20. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  changed  my  Tote  on  the 
last  call  with  a  view  of  moving  a  reconsider* 
ation  of  the  vote,  but  before  doing  that  I  will 
aek  a  question.  If  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine  should  be  adopted  as  a 
substitute  for  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  will 
it  be  in  order  after  that  to  move  to  amend 
that  substitute? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  certiwnly  will 
not  be,  except  after  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  can  add  to  it,  I 
think. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Yon  cannot  strike  out 
the  ten  cents  on  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  But  we  could  add  to 
the  amendment.     We  could  add  other  things. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  is  another  matter. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
that  could  be  done. 

Mr.  MORTON.  But,  as  I  understand,  if  we 
now  adopt  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  we  shall  have  put  tea  and 
coffee  back  to  the  dutiable  list  with  ten  cents  a 
pound  on  tea  and  two  cents  on  coffee,  and  it 
will  be  beyond  the  reach  of  amendment. 
Therefore,  in  order  to  preserve  tea  and  coffee 
free,  I  voted  for  the  motion  of  the  Senator/roin 
Vermont  at  first  to  strike  out  tea  and  coffee 
entirely  from  this  proposed  substitute,  and  then 
we  can  insert  '^  tea  and  coffee  free ; ''  and  then 
if  we  adopt  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine,  it  leaves  the  bill  just  as  it  is 
now  in  regard  to  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Senator  can  do  the 
same  thing  by  voting  down  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Maine. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana  moves  to  reconsider  the  vote 
rejecting  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  frgm 
Vermont  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  think  any 
debate  or  want  of  debate  can  mislead  any- 
body DOW  as  to  the  effect  of  this  vote,*  and  I 
wish  to  see  whether  I  am  mistaken  about  it 
myself.  We  all  understand  that  if  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  and  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
nlont,  cooperating  for  this  purpose,  can  suc- 
ceed in  getting  tea  and  coffee  out  of  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  then  they  can  bring  to  bear  as  many 
votes  as  they  can  combine  upon  the  residue 
of  this  amendment,  upon-  lumber,  upon  salt, 
and  so  on;  and  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is 
too  sharp  to  leave  me  in  any  doubt  as  to  his 

Curpose.  lie  wishes  to  reconsider  this  vote ; 
e  wishes  to  get  tea  and  coffee  out  of  this 
amendment,  so  that  those  who  want  free  tea 
and  coffee  will  not  vote  against  it ;  and  they 
want  to  help  my  friend  from  South  Carolina 
to  get  out  rice;  and  when  they  have  taken  out 
those  things  which  are  popular  here  and  put 
them  on  the  free  list,  then  they  want  the  Sen- 
ate to  vote  oh  the  residue  uf  ihid  amendment. 
In  other  words,  they  want  to  hit  salt  and 
lumber  and  the  different  things  which  will 
then  be  embraced  in  the  amendment. 

That  is  what  is  the  matter,  and  that  is  the 
eff*{Ct  of  this  vote  now,  as  the  Senator  from 
Minnesota  [Mr.  Ramsby]  says.  The  purpose 
has  been  accomplished  which  is  entertained 
by  a  majority  of  the  Senate.  What  is  that? 
To  leave  tea  and  coffee  free  and  to  get  a  fair 
opporiuniiy  to  vote  those  who  want  to  vote 
against  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  which  is  to  put  a  tax  of  ten  cents  on 
one  of  these  articles,  tea,  and  two  cents  on 
coffee,  and  to  impose  a  diminished  tariff  upon 
lumber,  apou  salt,  coal,  and  so  on. 


Now,  for  myself,  I  want  to  vote  ssainstthe 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Miioe.  I 
want  to  leave  tea  and  coffee  free  as  they  are 
now,  as  they  have  been  lefi  by  the  vote  which 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  moves  to  recon- 
sider. There  tea  and  coffee  are  left.  Nov, 
let  the  Senator  from  Maine  try  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  upon  his  amendment  with  &8  maoy 
things  as  he  has  in  it,  and  if  be  fnils,  iheo  he 
or  some  other  Senator  can  try  any  one  or  two 
of  those  things,  if  he  chooses;  bat  1  tbiok 
now  the  purpose  of  the  Senate  has  been  ex- 
pressed to  vote  as  a  whole  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  and  not  give 
special  advantagfes  by  entertaining  or  sostuo- 
ing  special  motions. 

Mr.  COLE.  Mr.  President,  I  move  inlioes 
twelve  and  thirteen 

Mr.  MORTON.  Is  there  not  a  motioa 
pending? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is;  the 
motion  to  reconsider  is  pending. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  announce  my  porpoae  to 
move  to  put  rice  at  half  the  present  rate  of 
duty. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  not  in  order  now. 
Mr.  Prenident,  th^  Senator  front  New  I'ork 
is  entirely  mistaken  in  imputing  to  me  any 
desire  to  embarrass  salt  or  any  other  of  tbe 
things  that  are  contained  in  this  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Maine;  but  franknen 
does  compel  me  to  state  to  him  that  I  think  it 
would  be  an  outrage  upon  the  business ioierecli 
of  this  country  to  take  the  last  halfof  this  tariff 
bill  as  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  adopt  that  and  reject  this  first  half.  It 
would  be  an  act  of  gross  injustice  aud  ineqaal- 
ity  which  would  produce,  in  my  judgment,  a 
just  resentment  in  the  producers  and  laborer 
and  manufacturers  of  this  country,  and  every- 
body who  pays  taxes,  against  that  method  of 
legislation. 

i  therefore  wish  to  see  this  bill  (if  we  are  to 
go  on  in  this  way,  and  the  Senate  seems  dis- 
posed to  do  it)  made  as  perfect  as  possibie, 
by  embracing  in  this  revision  of  tbe  tariff  all 
those  objects  which  tariffs  usually  cover,  and 
which  the  Finance  Committee,  by  their  care- 
fully prepared  bill,  have  undertaken  to  cover, 
with  such  special  exceptions  as  sp^ial  rea- 
sons and  special  facts  may  lead  us  to  make- 
salt  may  be  one;  I  do  not  say  how  1  shall  voi« 
as  to  salt  when  thatqueatioo  is  presented  sep- 
arate and  alone,  as  it  may  be  by  an  amend- 
ment of  my  honorable  friend.  I  have  Tot«d 
in  favor  of  putting  salt  on  the  free  list,  I 
believe  with  all  the  others,  because  I  thougtit, 
and  I  considered  it  a  just  and  parliameutarj 
course,  that  if  we  were  to  load  dowu  this  tree 
list  by  a  great  many  things,  the  Senate  would 
see  the  impropriety  of  doing  anything  hot 
simply  passing  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  alone, 
as  the  House  bad  passed  it,  and  then  pructtu 
when  an  additional  bill  comes  from  the  Honset 
as  they  choose  to  send  them  in  that  way— «heo 
a  tariff  bill  instead  of  a  free  bill  cornea  frofflib« 
Ilouse,  to  amend  that. 

That  was  my  motive,  and  I  am  snre  or 
friend  will  appreciate  iu  Therefore  I  do  not 
by  any  means  say  that  when  he  mar  more  to 
amend  this  bill  by  striking  out  salt,  I  may  not 
vote  with  him.  If  I  am  satisGed  from  di&ctis* 
si  on  that  s^lt  ought  to  be  left  at  the  present 
standard,  I  shall  certainly  vote  so. ' 

Mr.  CONKLING.  May  I  make  a  Bulges- 
tion  to  the  Senator? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  00  N  K  LI  N  a.  The  Senator  makes  an 
argument  which  I  do  not  wish  to  answer  nov« 
but  I  desire  to  suggest  to  him  that  itrfstsvery 
largely  upon  the  fact  that  this  section  wotn 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Finance 
contained  tea  and  coffee  as  a  subject  ot  rev- 
enue. Now,  the  Senate  having  decUr*^  »' 
intention  to  emit  tea  aud  coffee,  to  plftce  ^^* 
upon  tbe  free  list,  and  thus  having  takts  oot 
$16,500,000,  I  submit  to  the  Senator  that  the 
argument  and  the  reason  no   longer  remain; 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2031 


the  considerations  which  led  the  committee  to 
adopt  this  have  been  taken  away. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senate  has  not  yet 
determined,  and  will  not  until  it  votes  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  that 
it  is  not  going  to  follow  the  committee,  and 
have  tea  and  coffee  at  the  reduced  rate.  In 
order  to  secure  tea  and  coffee  free,  I  move  to 
strike  oat  these  words;  and  you  cannot  secure 
them  free,  if  jou  are  going  to  make  a  complete 
tariff,  by  voting  them  as  a  substitute  in  place 
of  free  tea  and  coffee  as  they  stand  in  the 
House  bill.  You  will  by  that  vote  have  tied 
yourself  up  so  that  you  cannot  move  on  the 
subject  at  all.  What^  then,  is  the  fair  way  to 
test  the  question,  leaving  tea  and  coffee  aside, 
or  the  residue  of  the  tariff  bill  reported  by  ibe 
commiitee?  It  is  to  strike  these  words  from 
the  amendment,  and  then  provide  that  tea  and 
coffee  shall  go  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  MOATON.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
a  question.  If  the  substitute  which  is  moved 
by  the  Senator  from  Maine  shall  be  adopted, 
tiien  we  have  put  tea  and  coffee  back  into  the 
bill  with  a  duty  upon  them  in  the  one  case  of 
ten  cents  and  the  other  two  cents  a  ponnd, 
and  we  cannot  get  clear  of  it  except  by  defeat- 
iug  the  whole  bill? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  is  it  exactly. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Now,  if  they  are  stricken 
out  upon  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, it  leaves  the  Senate  free  to  put  the  duty 
at  five  cents  on  tea,  or  to  let  it  come  in  free, 
to  fix  it  as  it  pleases. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  MOHTON.  Therefore,  those  wha  are 
in  favor  of  free  tea  and  coffee  must  vote  to 
sustain  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
montf  because  if  that  motion  is  defeated  and 
the  substitute  is  adopted  without  those  words 
out,  then  they  go  back  to  the  ten  cents  aud 
the  two  cents  a  pound  rcHpectively,  and  you 
cannot  defeat  it  except  by  defeating  the  whole 
bUl. 

Mr.  STEWAQT.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  Chair  aboui  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  is  entitled  to  the  floor.  He 
jielded  to  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like,  with  his 
permission,  to  ask  a  question. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Very  well. 

Mr.  STEWART.  If  we  adopt  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Maine  as  a  substi- 
lute  for  the  first  section  of  the  bill  as  it  stands, 
can  that  be  amended  again  by  striking  out  tea 
and  coffee? 

Several  Senators.    No,  no. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  cannot  be 
done.  If  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
JMaine  should  prevail,  and  the  first  section  of 
the  Finance  Committee^s  amendment  should 
be  inserted  in  this  bill  in  place  of  the  first  sec- 
tioa  as  it  now  stands,  uo  words  of  that  propo- 
sition thus  inserted  could  be  stricken  out 
except  after  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Then  I  want  to  ask  an- 
other question.  Suppose  it  be  amended,  it 
Rtill  being  a  substitute  for  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  will  that  first  section  be  open  to  amend- 
ment, because  that  reduces  the  duties  on  tea 
and  coffee? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  I  must  resume 
the  floor,  as  we  are  getting  rather  mixed  up 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Allow  me  to  ask  a 
question  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HILL.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sena- 
tor from  Vermont  yield? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  yield  to  anybody. 

Mr.  UiLL.     I  rise  simply  to  ask  a  question. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  yield  to  anybody. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Senators  will 
obey  the  rules.  The  rule  prohibits  moving 
about  while  Senators  are  speaking,  and  it  also 
iostructA  them  to  be  in  their  seats. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  in  no  hurr^ ;  it  is 
not  late ;  and  this  subject  will  not  bo  disposed 


of  until  Senators  are  obliged  to  vote  ander- 
standingly,  if  they  will  pardon  me  for  making 
use  of  such  an  expression,  because  we  are  not 
to  have  any  disguises  and  explanation  afterr 
ward  which  look  two  ways.  We  shall  have  to 
meet  this  tea  and  coffee  question  face  to  face 
on  its  merits  and  alone,  and  we  cannot  be  ho- 
cus-pocttssed  by  any  parliamentary  contrivance 
into  putting  ourselves  in  a  posture  where  we  can 
tell  our  constituents  we  meant  tea  and  coffee, 
but  by  some  unexplained  ruling  of  the  Chair, 
we  found  ourselves  like  the  hen,  scratched  ont 
of  the  garden  without  any  ability  to  get  back. 

Now,  let  me  lell  the  Senator  from  Nevada 
that  if  my  motion  prevails  to  strike  tea  and 
coffee  out  of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  so  as  to  leave  them  open  on  this 
amendment,  then  I  shall  move  to  insert  words 
which  shall  declare  in  this  amendment,  and  as 
a  part  of  it,  that  tea  and  coffee  shall  be  free. 
If  that  carries,  and  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine  is  then  adopted,  we  shall 
still  have  free  tea  and  coffee;  if  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Maine  is  not  adopted 
we  shall  still  have  free  tea  and  coffee.  But 
if  we  vote  upon  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  as  it  stands  now,  and  the 
majority  agree  to  it,  then  we  shall  not  have 
free  tea  and  coffee,  and  it  is  beyond  the  power 
of  the  Senate  to  obtsin  it. 

Now,  I  wish  in  good  faith,  representing  as 
I  believe  the  wishes  of  my  constituents,  and 
acting  upon  articles  that  do  not  come  in  com- 
petition with  any  American  production,  or 
any  American  labor,  except,  perhaps,  those 
who  adulterate  coffee  by  grinding  it — I  do 
not  know  how  it  will  affect  them — to  have  tea 
and  coffee  on  the  free  list.  I  wish  to  have  a 
direct  vote  in  this  body  which  will  establish 
the  wish  of  the  body  upon  that  subject,  and 
the  only  way  in  which  we  can  take  the  ques- 
tion in  the  first  instance  with  any  safety  b 
upon  the  motion  I  made. 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  Senator  will  allow 
me  to  make  a  suggestion,  if  that  be  hts 
object  it  does  not  seem  to  me  that  he  needs 
any  reconsideration  of  that  Vote,  but  he  may 
offer  an  amendment  declaring  that  tea  and 
coffee  Bhall  be  free  direct 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  may  be. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  see  that  it  needs 
any  reconsideration. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
try  it  in  that  way  if  the  Senate  prefer  it ;  but 
inasmuch  as  it  was  perfectly  plain  to  every 
gentleman  who  has  studied  the  bill  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  has  paid  attention  to  what  is  going 
on  in  I  he  Senate,  that  the  first  step  to  test  the 
question  whether  we  want  free  tea  and  coSee, 
if  we  are  to  have  this  amendment  considered, 
would  be  to  strike  out  these  words  from  the 
bill,  I  made  that  motion  simply,  and  stated 
that  if  that  prevailed,  then  another  motion 
would  be  necessary  to  secure  tea  and  coffee  on 
the  free  list  if  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Make  that  motion  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana  has  moved  to  reconsider.  The 
Chair  stated  some  moments  since,  at  the 
request  of  several  Senators,  though  it  embar- 
rassed him  to  do  so,  the  exact  effect  of  these 
votes,  and  he  attempted  to  make  it  as  clear  as 
possible. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  certainly  made  no 
reflection  on  the  Chair.  I  was  alluding  to 
what  Senators  might  be  able  to  say  at  home. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
several  times  repeated  *nhe  ruling  of  the 
Chair."  The  Chair  will  venture  to  suggest 
that  if  the'  coarse  suggested  by  the  Senator 
from  Nevada  were  adopted,  it  would  make 
the  question  much  more  clear  on  the  vote  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  will  make  that  motion, 
if  it  will  gratify  my  friend  from  Nevada,  if  my 
friend  from  Indiana  will  withdraw  his  motion 
to  reconsider. 

Mr.  MORTON.    What  is  the  motion  now? 


Mr.  EDMUNDS.  To  strike  out  <<on  teas 
of  ail  kinds  ten  cents  per  pound  ;  on  coffees  of 
all  kinds  two  cents  per  pound,''  and  insert  the 
words  **  excepting  teas  and  coffees  which,  after 
Ihe  Ist  day  of  July,  1872,  shall  be  admitted  free 
of  duty." 

Mr.  MORTON.  That  is  the  motion  you 
onght  to  have  made  first. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  other  was  just  at 
plain  in  a  parliamentary  sense. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senat  r 
from  Indiana  withdraw  his  motion? 

Mr.  MORTON.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  offer  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  is  apparent 
that  the  Senate  is  about  to  retrace  itn  steps, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  in  the  last  stHges  of 
the  consideration  of  a  tariff  bill  we  ought  to 
appeal  to  **  the  sober  second  thonght"  of  the 
Senate.  Is  the  consideration  of  this  subject 
by  .the  Committee  on  Finance  worth  an>  thing 
or  not? 

Now,  sir,  I  shall  vote  against  the  proposition 
making  tea  and  coffee  entirely  free,  because  I 
desire  to  leave  mjself  at  full  liberty  to  make  a 
raid  upon  the  internal  revenue  taxes,  and  I  do 
not  like  to  hamper  myself  by  going  so  far  in 
the  reduction  oi  the  tariff  that  there  will  be  no 
room  left  for  almost  a  complete  surrender  of 
the  internal  revenue  taxes.  I  trust  that  that 
question  will  now  be  uppermost  in  the  minds 
of  Senators. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  shall  detain  the  Sen- 
ate but  a  moment.  I  desire  merely  to  state 
the  figures  as  the  case  now  stands  and  let  th^ 
Senate  vote.  The  free  list  as  it  now  stands, 
as  I  have  stated  all  along,  repeals  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  $3,734,000.  The  second  section 
has  been  very  much  reduced.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  strange 
as  it  may  appear,  reduced  the  effect  of  that 
section  $  1,500, OCio  on  duties  from  silk  goods, 
being  over  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars. 

Mr.  £DM  UNDS.  But  he  has  increased  the 
dnty. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  declared  so.  He 
reduces  the  effect  of  the  section  ;  that  is,  the 
reductions  by  the  second  section,  instead  of 
being  $8,274,000,  are  now  only  $6,774,000. 

Mr.  FREL1N6HUYSEN.  The  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  would  like  to  help  the  com- 
mittee much  more  in  the  same  way. 

Mr.  SCOTT,  is  that  the  duty  on  all  silks 
or  the  dnty  on  silks  now  paying  sixty  per  cent. 
ad  valorem  f 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  duty  on  dress  silks  at 
sixty  per  cent.  I  have  taken  the  returns,  and 
the  second  section  as  it  now  stands  amended 
repeals  duties  to  the  amount  of  $6,774,000. 
The  first  section,  other  than  the  tea  and  coffee 
duty,  repeals  duties  to  the  amount  of  $8,298,- 
000.  That  makes  $13,606,000.  If,  therefore, 
the  Senate  make  tea  and  coffee  free,  it  in- 
creases the  amount  of  the  reduction  of  duties 
to  $30,000,000. 

Mr.  MOitTON.  How  much  do  yon  Uke 
off  for  tea  and  coffee  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Sixteen  millions  and  a 
half.  If  you  reduce  the  duties  one  half,  that 
would  be  a  reduction  of  $8,250,000,  making 
an  aggregate  of  about  twenty- two  millions.  It 
you  reduce  it,  and  put  the  duty  at  ten  cents 
on  tea  and  two  cems  on  coffee,  it  will  make 
the  aggregate  reduction  about  nineteen  mil* 
lion  dollars. 

Mr.  MORTON.  What  is  the  effect  of  the 
first  section  ? 

Mr.  SBERMAN.  It  reduces  taxes  to  the 
amount  of  $3,298,000.  Now,  I  ask  the  Senate 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  tako  half  the 
present  duty  off  tea  and  coffee  and  let  them 
stand  at  that?  Aud  let  me  say,  there  is  not  a 
duty  on  a  single  article  in  the  whole  tariff  list 
which  costs  BO  little  iu  the  collection  and  which 
is  so  farrly  distributed  as  this  very  duty  on  tea 
and  coffee.  The  articles  cmne  by  the  cargo  in 
large  masses,  and  are  weighed.    There  is  na 
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ezpense  in  collecting  the  duty  except  the  sim- 
ple cost  of  weighing.  Tbey  go  to  the  Govern- 
ment storehouses,  and  there  they  remain. 

No«r,  I  appeal  to  the  Senate  whether  it  is 
not  advisable  for  us  to  have  as  much  lee-waj!i 
as  possible  when  we  approach  the  subject  of 
internal  taxes,  because  there  I  desire  to  see  as 
large  a  reduction  as  is  practicable.  If,  there- 
fore, the  Senate  are  willing  to  leave  the  duties* 
on  tea  and  coffee  at  one  half  the  present  rates, 
which  are  only  two  thirds  of  the  rates  of  two 
years  ago,  we  shall  then  have  reduced  the  du- 
ties all  round  $22,000,000,  and  left  *a  margin 
of  some  twenty-eight-  or  thirty  million  dollars 
to  reduce  internal  taxes.  That,  I  think,  is  the 
sensible  course ;  but  if  the  Senate  are  bent 
upon  repealing  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee, 
then  the  better  way,  it  seems  to  me,  would  be 
for  the  Senator  from  Maine  to  offer  his  amend- 
ment as  an  independent  section,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  first  section  of  the  House  bill, 
leaving  that  to  be  determined  afterward.  .As 
a  matter  of  course,  if  the  section  is  adopted 
in  the  form  in  which  it  now  stands,  it  will 
supersede  and  involve  necessarily  the  striking 
out  of  the  first  section  as  sent  to  us  by  the 
House.  If  it  is  voted  down,  then  be  can  effer 
his  proposition  again  with  the  tea  and  coffee 
tax  in  it. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  want  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator,  suppose  I  should  offer  it  as  an  inde- 
pendent section  at  the  end  of  the  bill-^ 

Mr.  SHEUMAN.  To  come  in  after  the 
first  section? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Well,  afler  the  first  section ; 
and  to  show  what  u  position  it  would  place  us 
in,  I  will  assume  that  the  Senate  would  agree 
to  it;  how  would  it  then  appear?  The  first 
section  would  state  distinctly  that  tea  and 
coffee  are  on  the  free  list  and  that  the  law  shall 
go  into  effect  on  a  certain  day,  and  then  the 
next  section  would  say  that  tbey  are  on  the 
taxable  list  at  ten  and  two  cents  a  pound, 
respectively. 

Mr.  SHfiRMAN.  Undoubtedly  it  would 
involve  another  motion ;  otherwise,  you  get  in 
this  complication.  When  you  make  a  motion 
to  strike  out  and  insert,  which  is  indivisible, 
you  create  a  difficulty.  If  the  Senator  has 
made  up  his  mind  to  put  a  reasonable  tax  on 
tea  and  coffee  in  connection  with  a  reduced 
tax  on  those  other  articles,  as  an  independent 
proposition  I  think  it  will  get  more  votes,  be- 
cause everybody  will  understand  it  precisely. 
That  will  get  at  it  undoubtedly  without  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  to  strike  out 
the  first  section.  I  want  to  get  at  it  in  any  way 
that  is  the  shortest 

Mr.  STEWABT.  I  think  this  question  is 
plain  enough.  I  should  like  to  have  a  vote  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
retrace  its  steps  in  having  made  tea  and  coffee 
free.  I  believe  we  shall  have  great  difficulty 
in  satisfying  the  country  that  there  is  any 
necessity  for  retracing  our  action  on  that  sub- 
ject. The  only  reason  that  is  f^ven  for  it 
is  that  we  cannot  afford  to  dismiss  so  much 
revenue. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  says  that  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  as  amended  by  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  will  still  take 
from  the  revenue  $6,774,000.  I  undertook  to 
show  the  Senate  the  other  day  from  official 
data  that  the  reduction  of  ten  per  cent,  upon 
the  duties  affected  by  that  section  would  not 
reduce  the  revenue  one  dollar.  I  am  satisfied 
of  that  fact  It  was  again  very  forcibly  stated 
this  afternoon  by  the  Senator  from  New  York, 
and  I  am  sure  this  $6,774,000  may  be  dis- 
missed entirely  from  the  calculation  as  to  how 
much  the  revenue  is  to  be  diminished  by  this 
tariff.  Taking  out  that  item,  it  would  leave  all 
these  reductions  amounting  simply  to  about 
twenty-two  million  dollars.  Then,  limiting 
our  reduction  to  $60,000,000  in  the  aggre- 
gate, it  wonld  leave  $28,000,000  ti  be  applied 
to  the  reduction  oi^internal  revenue  taxes.  I 
am  sure  Bone  of  these  reductions  will  make 


as  much  diminution  in  the  revenue  as  we  cal- 
culate. I  would  not  be  afraid  myself  to  make 
a  nominal  reduction  of  $65,000,000,  because 
I  believe  even  if  we  were  to  make  what  would 
be  considered  a  nominal  reduction  of  $65,- 
000,000  it  would  not  really  amount  to  more 
thau  fifty  millions.  I  am  nor,  therefore,  to  be 
deterred  in  keeping  tea  and  coffee  upon  the 
free  list  by  the  fear  that  we  shall  take  off  too 
much  revenue. 

As  I  had  occasion  to  say  the  other  day,  if 
by  any  miscalculation  or  c^rror  upon  our  part 
we  should  reduce  five  or  ten  millions  below 
the  po*nt  that  would  still  enable  us  to  pay  fifty 
millions  annually  in  the  reduction  of  the  debt, 
there  is  a  surplus  of  $80,000,000  of  coin  in 
the  Treasury  from  which  the  small  deficit 
could  be  taken  without  injury  to  the  nation, 
and  perhaps  from  which  it  ought  to  be  taken 
anyhow ;  so  that  no  injury,  no  embarrassment, 
no  loss,  can  result  to  the  Qovernroent,  even 
should  there  be  a  diminution  of  five  or  ten 
millions  of  revenue  below  the  point  we  want 
to  reduce  it  But  I  believe  no  such  diminu- 
tion will  take  place.  I  support  all  of  these 
sections,  because  I  believe  the  condition  of 
the  Treasury  is  such  that  we  can  sustain  the 
diminution  of  the  revenue  that  will  be  occa- 
sioned by  all  of  them.  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
stand  fast  by  free  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  1  want  some  light  on  this 
subject  I  am  very  much  embarrassed  how  to 
vote.  I  voted  for  free  tea  and  coffee,  and  I 
confess  I  so  voted,  for  that  fell  and  wicked  pur- 
pose which  has  been  so  much  denouncea  by 
some  gentlemen  op  this  floor,  that  I  ^iesired  to 
strike  out  the  second  section  of  the  bill.  I  pre- 
fer that  the  duties  should  be  raised  on  articles 
which  compete  with  our  industry  rather  than 
upon  those  that  do  not.  If  the  repeal  of  the 
duties  upon  tea  and  coffi^e  is  antagonized  with 
the  repeal  of  internal  revenue  taxes,  then  I 
prefer  that  the  duties  should  be  upon  tea  and 
ooffee,  for  I  think  the  internal  revenue  taxes 
are  the  first  taxes  that  we  should  now  repeal. 
If  tea  and  coffee  can  be  left  free,  and  we  can 
slill  safely  repeal  the  internal  taxes,  then  I 
wish  to  add  tea  and  coffee  to  the  free  list. 

Mr.  MOBTON.    I  believe  they  can. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  have  very  great  diffi- 
culty in  knowing  how  to  vote.  If  some  gen- 
tleman who  knows  will  tell  me  I  will  follow 
his  direction.     [Laughter.] 

The  VICE  PBE8IDENT.  Pending  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Maine  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  House  bill  and  in- 
sert the  first  section  of  the  amendment  re- 
ported by  the  Committee  on  Finance,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  modifies  his  amendment  to 
that  amendment  by  moving  to  strike  out  from 
the  first  section  of  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  the  words : 

On  teas  of  all  kindf,  ten  oents  per  pound. 
On  ooffee  of  all  kinds,  two  eents  per  pound. 

And  to  insert : 

Exoeptins  teas  of  all  kinds  and  ooffee  of  all 
kinds,  whioh  shall  after  the  1st  day  of  July.  1872,  be 
admitted  free  of  duty. 

Mr.  H  A  MLIN.  I  desire,  before  that  motion 
is  put,  to  modify  my  amendment  In  the 
twelfth  line  I  move  to  strike  out  '*ten"  and 
insert  **  eight,''  so  as  to  make  the  duty  on 
tea  eight  cents  a  pound,  and  in  the  next  line, 
to  strixe  out  *'two  "  and  insert  *'  one  and  one 
half,''  so  as  to  make  the  duty  on  coffee  one 
and  one  half  cent  a  pound. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  have  had  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  that  question  already. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  will  modify  the  amend- 
ment I  have  offered  in  that  wav  by  putting  the 
duty  at  eight  cents  on  tea  and  a  cent  and  a 
half  on  coffee. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  object  to  my 
friend  making  the  modification  whether  it  is 
in  order  or  not ;  but  still  I  insist  on  my  amend- 
ment.   . 

The  VICE  PBESIDENT.  The  Senator 
does  not  object  to  the  modification  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    No,  sir. 


The  VICE  PBESIDENT.  Otherwise  there 
might  be  some  misapprehension  in  rpgard  to 
the  fact.  Although  strictly,  perhaps,  ii  mifht 
not  be  entertained,  the  Senator  from  Maine 
with  the  consent  of  the  Senate  modifies  hii 
amendment,  so  that  if  his  proposition  preraiU 
the  duty  on  tea  will  be  eight  cents  andoQ 
coffee  one  and  one  half  cents  per  poimd,  pend- 
ing which  the  Senator  from  Vermoot  has 
o^red  an  amendment  to  the  amendmeot  to 
strike  out  and  insert  what  has  been  read. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  us  have  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  it 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  L«t  me  understand  the  eziet 
effect  of  this  vote.  If  that  is  adopted,  then 
those  of  us  who  wish  to  have  free  tea  and 
coffee  will  be  compelled,  in  <»der  to  get  them. 
to  vote  for  every  other  item  that  is  contained 
in  that  first  section. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No,  sir;  not  by  any 
means.  It  will  still  be  open  to  amendmeot; 
you  can  strikeout  what  you  will ;  and  if  after 
that  Senators  do  not  like  the  thing  as  it  is  left 
and  vote  it  down,  you  still  have  free  tea  and 
coffee.  It  only  puts  tea  and  coffee  where  tbej 
are  safe  in  either  event 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  win 
state  the  effect  of  it  if  the  Senate  does  not 
object.  The  pending  proposition,  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  is  free  tea  and  coffee  alone. 
If  the  amendment  of  the  Senstor  from  Yer 
mont  should  prevail,  and  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Maine  should  therebj  be 
modified,  the  question  will  recur  whether  the 
Senate  will  strike  out  free  tea  and  coffee  and 
insert  reductions  in  coal,  salt,  potatoes,  hides, 
lumber,  Ac,  in  addition  to  free  tea  and  coffee. 
That  will  be  the  effect  of  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  if  it  should  pre 
vail. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  that  amendment  fails 
it  leaves  the  bill  as  it  is  now? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  it  (ails  it  will 
leave  free  tea  and  coffee  as  they  are  now. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  understood  the  modi- 
fication of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  reducing 
the  duty  on  tea  to  eight  cents  and  on  coffee 
to  one  cent  and  a  half  per  pound,  had  been 
adopted  as  though  he  had  msde  it  when  be 
first  offered  his  amendment.  Now,  what  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is 
to  operate  upon,  if  it  operates  at  ail,  is  npoo 
that  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Maioe 
embodied  in  this  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Maine  has  not  yet  been 
adopted  by  the  Senate;  but  he  has  modiSed 
bis  amendment  by  making  the  duty  on  lea 
eieht  cents  and  on  coffee  one  and  a  half  cents. 
That  modification  has  not  been  adopted  by  i 
vote  of  the  Senate ;  he  made  it  as  a  modifies 
tion  of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Let  me  say  one  word  to 
the  Senator  from  California.  The  amendment 
which  I  introduced  by  the  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate has  been  modified  by  •me  so  that  as  it  dov 
stands  tea  is  at  eight  cents  and  coffee  at  ooe 
and  a  half  cents ;  but  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont now  moves  to  strike  that  out  That  is 
the  state  of  the  question. 

Mr.  CQNRLING.  I  want  to  make  a  slight 
contribution  of  my  understanding  also.  Stat- 
ing this  case  in  another  way,  it  is  this:  tb^ 
Finance  Committee  reported  a  schedule  to  ajs- 
miss  a  certain  total  oftaxes,  and  they  distrib- 
uted the  reduction  over  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  articles,  taking  off  a  part  of  the  duty  on 
each  and  leaving  a  part  The  Senate,  over- 
riding the  committee,  at  once  stmcic  off  tbe 
whole  duty  from  tea  and  coffee.  That  roaii« 
a  single  rebate,  first  stated  at  $19,000,00t>. 
afterward  at  $16,600,000.  Now,  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  wishing  to  add  the  partial  reduc- 
tions originally  proposed  by  the  Finance  Cooi 
mittee,  upon  the  ioea  that  tea  and  coffee  were 
to  continue  to  pay  some  duty  like  the  rest  of 
the  articles  named,  does  not  try  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  by  offering  his  amendment  merelyi 
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but  he  pats  in  tea  and  coffee  again,  and  then 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  proposes  an  amend- 
ment, which,  if  it  prevails,  taices  oat  tea  and 
coffee ;  and  the  Senate  is  brought  to  a  vote 
upon  two  propositions  inconsistent  with  each 
other.  The  Senate  is  broaght  to  a  vote  upon 
the  qaestion  whether  it  will  take  the  schedule 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  afler  one  single 
redaction  has  entirely  swept  away  the  basis 
of  that  schedule. 

I  submit  that  the  fair  way  is  to  vote  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Maine  as  a 
whole,  which  puts  eight  cents  on  tea  and  one 
and  a  half  cents  on  coffee,  and  which  distrib- 
ates  relatively  the  other  redactions.  That  is 
fair.  It  presents  the  plan  proposed  by  the 
committee.  The  only  tendency  of  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is  to  get  the  bene- 
fit of  free  tea  and  coffee  in  order  to  carry  an 
amendment  which  is  not  consistent  with  free 
tea  and  cofiee.  I  am  willing,  for  one,  to  stand 
by  free  tea  and  coffee.  I  am  willing  ib  accept 
it.  Therefore  I  shall  TOte  against  tne  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment.  I  shall  vote  to  keep 
tea  and  coffiM  in  the  amendment  at  eight  cents 
on  the  one  and  one  and  a  half  cents  on  the 
other,  so  as  to  take  the  sense  of  the  Senate 
upon  the  whole  proposition  as  reported  by  the 
Finance  Committee,  but  I  shall  vote  aeainst 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Maine. 
That  will  leave  tea  and  coffee  free  as  they  are 
now,  and  it  will  leave  the  duties  as  they  are 
now  upon  the  rest  of  the  schedale  which  the 
Senator  from  Maine  has  carried  into  his  amend- 
ment. So  that  nothiDg  need  be  inferred  of 
hostility  to  tea  and  coffee  from  my  position  on 
the  present  qaestion,  and  I  make  these  remarks 
to  explain  my  vote.  I  wish  to  file  a  cavecit 
against  being  placed  with  those  who  wish  to 
tax  tea  and  coffee.  I  shall  vote  against  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  be- 
cause  it  enables  us  more  ftirly  to  express  our- 
selves  

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  May  I  ask  the  Senator  a 
question? 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Certainly. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  ask  him,  if  he 
is  really  ia  favor  of  free  tea  and  coffee,  and  if 
it  shoaid  kappen  that'  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  without  the  one  now  pro- 
posed by  me,  should  be  adopted,  where  his 
free  tea  and  coffee  would  be  tnen? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  am  very  ready  to  an- 
swer my  honorable  friend.  I  am  not  so  mach 
in  faTor  of  free  tea  and  coffee  that  I  am  ready 
to  run  a  mnek  on  the  tariff  qaestion  and  pile 
on  one  redaction  after  another,  until  next  week 
we  find  ourselves  bound  hand  and  foot  upon 
an  iDternid  revesae  bill. 

I  am  for  free  tea  and  coffee  if  we  can  have 
them  without  sacrificing  everything  ^se.  I 
want  no  more  income  tax;  I  want  no  more 
internal  taxes  of  any  sort  that  we  can  spare, 
for  they  are  more  hateful  to  the  people  and 
more  injarioas  than  any  duties  we  have,  even 
the  doties  on  tea  and  coffee.  I  will  vote  for 
free  tea  and  coffee  as  Ibng  as  I  can  do  so  without 
committing  snicide  in  regard  to  more  import- 
ant matters.  If  we  are  to  have  this  amendment 
and  take  tea  and  coflfoe  oat,  so  as  to  leave  them 
free,  and  thus  give  the  Senator  from  Maine  a 
better  chance  for  his  amendment  as  to  the  res- 
idue, and  thus  he  carries  it^  bjr  jast  so  much 
we  are  to  be  stinted  in  dismissing  internal 
taxes.     Po  not  all  see  this? 

I  am  willing  to  mn  the  risk  gf  putting  eight 
cents  a  pOand  on  tea  and  one  and  a  half  cents 
on  coffee,  wiUi  the  residue  of  this  amendment, 
because  I  have  the  record  of  the  Senate  before 
me  twice  or  Uirioe,  showing  that  the  votes 
cannot  be  found  to  carry  such  a  proposition. 
I  have  '*  assurance  double  sure"  upon  that; 
and  therefore  I  wish  'Mo  kill  two  mrds  with 
one  stone,"  to  keep  tea  and  coffee  free,  and 
also  to  hold  in  hand  t|ie  opportunity  of  dis- 
missing internal  taxes  without  being  confronted 
with  statements  showing  that  we  cannot  dis- 
miss more  taxes  without  leaving  a  deficit  in 
the  Treasury. 
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Mr.  EDMUNDS.  May  I  suggest  to  my 
friend  that  it  was  only  yesterday  he  would 
have  us  believe  we  could  dispense  with,  I 
believe,  sixty-five  millions? 

Mr.  MORTON.  And  sixty-two  millions  to- 
day. 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Not  sixty- five  millions. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  the  record  will 
show  if. 

Mr.  CONKLING.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    How  much,  then  ? 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Fifty-five  million. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  let  me  sugeest  to 
him,  according  to  the  very  statement  which  is 
maae  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  we  can  have  free  tea  and  coffee  on 
this  bill  as  he  proposes,  and  still  tak^  off  all 
the  internal  revenue  taxes  that  ought  to  be 
taken  off^  and  not  go  do^n  to  the  margin . 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Does  my  friend^s  arith- 
metic teach  him  that,  if  in  the  mean  time  we 
add  reductions  one  after  another? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  My  arithpaetic  does  not 
so  teach  me.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Scott,]  who  states  things  with  as  much 
clearness  as  most  men^  gave  to-day  the  items, 
which  amounted  to  sixty-two  million  and  a 
fraction  upon  a  basis  of  reduction  less  than 
that  which  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is  now 
going  to  bring  within  fifcy-five  million. 

Let  me  tell  the  Senator  where  he  and  I  differ. 
I  have  no  fear  of  voting  to  dismiss  fifty-five 
million  of  taxes.  I  have  no  fear  to-day  of 
voting  to  dismiss  sixty  million,  although  I  did 
not  say  that  yesterday.  I  de  not  want  to  be 
tied  to  that  as  the  precise  sum,  though  such  is 
my  understanding  now. 

But.  sir,  the  Senator  does  not  count  rapidly 
enough  to  keep  up  with  the  additions  of  reduc- 
tions proposed  as  we  go  on.  Tea  and  coffee 
make  sixteen  and  a  half  millions;  Senators 
allow  eight  millions — I  do  not,  I  admit  it  all — 
for  the  ten  per  cent,  reduction.  The  free 
list  and  various  other  items  are  to  be  added, 
and  now  we  are  asked  to  carry  in  another 
reduction  of  four  millions.  I  do  not  stop  to 
count  it  up  precisely.  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
it  goes  beyoad  the  bound  inside  of  which  we 
must  keep  to  make  sure  of  being  able  to  do 
what  we  have  said  should  be  done  touching 
internal  taxes.  We  have  said,  I  have  said, 
for  one,  for  more  than  a  year,  for  eighteen 
months,- that  I  hoped  the  President  would 
recommend  the  dismissal  of  every  internal  tax 
except  that  on  malt  and  ^piri^uous  lii^uors, 
on  tobacco,  and  perhaps  stamps.  I  wish  he 
had  so  reoommenaed  last  year. 
.    Mr.  EDMUNDS.  And  all  taxes  on  banking? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  mean  that  we  coold 
have  spared  taxes  on  banking)  and  taxes  on 
everything  else  included  in  my  remark.  Had 
the  casting  vote  been  mine  twelve  months  a^o, 
the  income  tax  and  every  other  tax  of  an  in- 
ternal nature,  except  on  malt  and  spirituous 
liquors,  tobacco,  and  perhaps  stamps*  would 
have  gone ;  I  would  thus  have  disbanded  that 
army  of  revenue  collectors  who,  we  are  told, 
eat  out  the  substance  of  the  people.  I  will  put 
into  the  estimate  the  tax  on  banks  along  with 
the  tax  on  gross  receipts  which  by  the  vote  of 
a  majority  of  this  body  was  dismissed  some- 
time a^o,  at  thd  same  time  that  we  retained 
taxes,  in  my  judgment,  of  greater  hardship. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Not  by  mv  vote. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  No,  I  believe  my  honor- 
able friend  did  not  vote  for  repealing  the  tax 
on  gross  receipts.  However,  do  not  let  us  get 
off  on  that  At  this  late  hoar  I  woald  not 
detain  the  Senate. 

I  speak  now  only  to  the  point  of  keeping 
the  staff  in  our  hand  in  reference  to  internal 
revenue  reductions ;  and  I  say  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thurmak]  and  no  other  man, 
free-trader.  Democrat^  or  anybody  else,  has 
pointed  out  or  can  point  out  anything  in  our  • 
customs  revenue  system  so  odioufrto  the  peo- 
le,  and  so  justlv  odious  as  the  internal  taxes. 

say,  down  with  internal  war  taxes,  and  tea 
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and  coffee  will  not  ^o  free  by  my  vote  at  the 
expense  of  maintaining  the  internal  revezme 
establishment  as  it  is. 

I  shall  vote  now  to  make  tea  and  coffee 
free,  and  take  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  if  I 
can,  upon  the  residue  of  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Maine.  If  it  prevails,  so 
be  it.  Tea  and  coffee  must  share  the  fate 
of  other  things  if  general  distribution  is  to 
be  made,  and  I  will  not  yote  to  strike  tea 
and  coffee  oat  of  the  amendment  in  order  to 
give  the  ameadment  a  double  chance,  and  to 
render  its  adoption  inconsistent  with  the  gen- 
eral plan  of  redaction. 

Mr.  HILL.  Mr.  President,  I  think  the  ddbate 
on  the  subject  in  the  Senate  to-day  has  illus- 
trated the  trutl;  of  the  divine  maxim,  that  it  is 
hard  to  serve  two  masters.  Those  of  us  who 
are  compelled  to  choose  here  between  the 
tariff  duties  and  the  internal  revenue  system 
are  somewhat  perplexed  to  know  how  to 
approach  the  one  lest  we  may  damage  the 
other  seriously.  Hence  I  ventured  to  suggest 
the  other  day,  with  the  utmost  humili^,  to 
gentlemen  whom  I  knew  to  be  much  wiser  on 
these  subjects  than  I  claim  to  be  ipyself,  that 
I  thought  it  would  be  well,  if  it  was  seriously 
their  purpose  to  reduce  the  internal  revenue 
system  by  getting  rid  of  as  many  taxes  as  pos- 
sible there,  to  begin  with  that  system  and  not 
precipitate  themselves  into  a  tariff  bill,  and  go 
blunaering  in  the  dark,  striking  off.  reducing 
one  large  amount,  and  another,  ana  another, 
until  after  awhile  we  shall  npd  ourselveSt 
having  perfected  the  bill,  and  if  perchance  it 
should  be  passed  ia  the  other  House,  without 
an  opportunity  of  making  any  reivision  what- 
ever of  the  internal  revenue  system. 

Let  us  be  cautious.  Is  it  not  worthy  the 
attention  of  careful  legislators  ?  If,  ipdeed,  it 
be  really  of  the  importance  that  it  seems  to  be, 
I  think  we  should  lay  aside  this  tariff  bill  and 
take  up  a  bill  on  the  subject  of  reducing  the 
internal  taxes,  and  perfect  that  before  we  go 
further  with  this  measure.  I  think  the  best 
evidence  of  an  earnest  desire  to  reduce  inter- 
nal taxes  would  be  the  adoption  of  that  course. 
It  depends  very  much  npon  the  Senator  which 
he  prefers  to  reduce,  the  internal  taxes  or  the 
external  imposts.  For  my  own  part,  for  rea- 
sons heretofore  offered,  and  for  reasons  offered 
b]^  others,  if  compelled  to  select  from  which  I 
will  make  the  greatest  reduction,  I  will  take 
the  internal  revenue  system.  If  forced  to  the 
alternative  of  taking  one  as  it  is  and  of  makioK 
redactions  npoa  the  other,  I  woald  leave  the 
tariff  as  it  now  stands,  and  resort  to  a  redac- 
tion of  the  internal  revenue  system.  There- 
fore, if  Senators  are  really  in  earnest  on  this 
subject,  let  them  exhibit  that  earnestness  hy 
laying  aside  the  tariff  bill  and  taking  up  a  bill 
that  will  have  the  effect  of  reducing  internal 
taxes,  and  let  us  see  how  far  we  caa  progress 
in  that  direction. 

It  is  suggested  to  me  that  there  is  no  bill 
of  that  sort  before  us ;  but  I  think  it  is  time 
we  had  one  before  nSf  and  it  would  not  take 
long  for  the  Committee  on  Finance  to  make 
one  and  present  it  to  us. 

But  here  we  are  now  considering  this  billf 
and  it  is  objected  that  if  we  make  tea  and  cof- 
fee free  nearly  seventeen  millions  will  be 
deducted  from  the  revenue  on  those  two  arti- 
'  cles,  and  that  if  we  include  some  other  arti- 
cles on  which  we  raise  a  few  millions  more 
we  shall  not  be  able  to  make  any  reduction 
of  thct  internal  taypSt 

Mr.  FEBBY,  of  Michigan.  Will  the  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia  yield  to  amotion  to  adjourn? 
It  is  veiy  evident  that  we  cannot  get  through 
to-nighU 

Mr.  HILL.    In  a  very  few  moments  I  will. 

Mr.  FEBBY,  of  Mieluffan.  Will  the  Sen- 
ator yield  to  me  when  be  gets  through'  to 
make  that  motion? 

Mr.  HILL.  Yes,  sir.  Igave  my  promise  to 
sit  here,  in  the  hope  that  we  had  passed  the 
crisis  in  regard  to  tea  and  coffee.  I  pledged 
myself  to  gentlemen  who  felt  a  deep  anxiety 
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in  re^d  to  the  pendinc  measare  to  stay  here 
and  Bit  it  oat;  bat  I  see  no  probability  of  its 
being  perfected  to-night. 

Mr.  Ji'ERRT,  of  Michigan.  I  tmst  that  the 
Senator,  as  he  has  now  completed  his  sentence, 
will  give  way. 

Mr.  HILL.  Do  not  be  impaUent;  I  will 
yield  readily. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  moTe  that  the 
Senate  now  a^joom. 

Mr.  HILL.  No,  sir ;  not  withoat  my  per- 
mission first.  I  will  letyoa  do  that  at  the  close 
of  my  remarks,  anless  some  Senator  desires 
to  say  something  in  reply }  and  I  think  I  will 
let  yoa  do  it  anyhow. 

Several  Sbkatobs.     Lei  as  adjoam  over. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  am  requested  to  renew  the 
motion  which  was  made  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Stockton.] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  will  reqaire 
ananimoas  consent,  anless  the  Senator  moves 
to  lay  the  tariff  bill  on  the  table  for  the  par- 
pose  of  sabmittins  the  motion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  appeal  to  the  Senate  to 
let  as  have  a  vote  on  the  pending  qaestion. 
We  have  discassed  this  matter  tfaorongbly,  and 
know  exactly  how  it  stands. 

Mr.  HI  JjL.  On  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HILL.  No,  sir ;  I  propose  myself  to 
offer  at  a  proper  time  a  substitute  for  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  will  be  in 
order  after  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  shall  be 
disposed  of. 

Mr.  HILL.  That  is  what  I  supposed.  We 
can  vote  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  first,  and  then  will  come  the 
sabstitate  for  that  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine  which  I  have  prepared.  I  will 
give  way  new  for  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
to  make  his  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  move  that  the 
Senate  adjoam. 

Mr.  HILL.  Not  yet.  I  am  urged  by  gen- 
tlemen around  me  to  move,  for  the  reasons 
stated  by  the*  Senator  from  New  York  to-day, 
that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday  next ;  and  while  I  am  ap,  I 
will  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  object  to  that  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Ohio  objects,  and  the  motion  cannot  be  enter- 
tained while  the  tariff  bill  is  pending,  because 
it  is  not  a  motion  coming  within  the  eleventh 
rale. 

Mr.  HILL.  For  the  purpose  of  testing  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  I  will  move  to  lay  the 
tariff  bill  on  the  table  tenoporarily. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Georgia  moves  to  lay  the  tariff  bill  on 
the  table  temporarily,  with  a  view  of  submit- 
ting  a  motion  that  when  the  Senate  acyoums 
to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Mr,  HILL.  No,  sir;  for  the  purpose  of 
perfecting  a  billin  regard  to  internal  revenue. 
[Laaghter.l 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Georgia  has  stated  to  the  Senate  his 
object,  and  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  is 
not  debatable. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  qaeSUoif 
reears  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  will  withdraw  the  latter  part 
of  my  motion,  and  just  move  to  lay  the  tariff 
bill  on  the  table  temporarily. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  stated 
the  motion  in  that  way,  and  the  Senator  lost 
the  floor  by  moving  to  lay  on  the  table.,  A 
Senator  does  not  lose  the  floor  when  he  yields 
to  a  motion  to  adjourn,  but  he  does  lose  it 
when  he  moves  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  order  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  as  to  adjourning  over  to-mor- 
row, it  being  Gk>od  Friday,  and  I  should  be 
glad  to  adjourn  over,  and  for   that  purpose 


only,  as  my  friend  from  Ohio  will  not  allow 
me  to  make  the  motion  withoat,  I  move  to 
lay  this  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  motion  has  just 
been  made  and  rejected. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  was  made  for  the 
purpose  of  going  on  with  an  internal  rev- 
enue bill. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  call  for  a  division  on  that 
motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  temporarilv  is  not  in  order. 
It'must  be  to  lay  on  the  taole ;  but  any  Sen- 
ator can  state  that  he  will  move  to  take  the 
bill  up'again,  or  the  reason  why  he  makes  the 
motion. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  For  the  sole  purpose  of 
taking  the  sense  of  (he  Senate  as  to  adjourn- 
ing over,  I  move  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  object  to  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  motion  is  not  debat- 
able. The  Senator  objects,  but  he  cannot 
debate  the  motion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  makes  a 
speech,  and  then  makes  an  undebatable  mo- 
tion. As  a  matter  of  course  I  have  to  submit 
to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  rise  to  a  qaestion  of 
order.     I  object  to  debate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  objects  to  debate.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  moves  to  lav  the  pending 
bill  on  the  table.  The  Chair  thinks  enough 
debate  has  intervened  b^  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  himself  to  justify  a  renewal  of  the 
motion.  Something  must  have  intervened, 
and  the  Chair  thinks  the  remarks  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  sufficient  to  allow  the  mo- 
tion to  be  renewed.  It  is  therefore  renewed, 
and  it  is  undebatable. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to ;  there  being 
on  a  division — ayes  28,  noes  24. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  have 
been  ordered. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  put  a  qaestion  to  the  Chair. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Pending  the 
roll-call,  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  asks 
unanimous  consent  to  put  a  question.  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  have  been  so  much 
confased  by  the  debate  on  points  of  order,  and 
so  much  more  by  the  information  that  has 
recently  been  volunteered  to  me,  that  I  want 
to  pat  a  question  to  the  Chair,  an  answer  to 
which  will  enlighten  me.  If  you  were  here  in 
my  place,  and  wanted  to  vote  for  free  tea  and 
cofiee,  how  would  you  vote?    [Laughter.] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair 
scarcely  thinks  that  is  a  parliamentary  qaes- 
tion. He  will  state,  however,  that  he  is  for 
free  tea  and  coffee;  but  he  does  not  think 
that  is  a  parliamentary  qaestion  to  answer. 

Mr.  SOOTT.  I  desire  to  state  that  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Camebok]  is  paired  with  the  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware,  Mr.  Batard. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  have  been  reqaested  to 
announce  that  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
Mr.  Stockton,  is  paired  with  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Craoin. 

Mr.  C  ASSERLY.  The  Senator  from  Oreeon , 
Mr.  Eellt,  is  paired  with  the  Senator  from 
Minnesota,  Mr.  Ramskt. 

The  result  was  announced — ^yeas  21,  nays 
25;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Aloom,  Carpenter,  Clayton.  Cole. 
Cooper.  Corbett,  Bdmands.  Harlan,  Hill,  flitch- 
opok,  Howe,  MortOB,  Norwood.  Osbom.  Patterson/ 
Robertson,  Soott,  Vickers,  Wiuon,  Wmdom,  and 
Wrifht— 21. 

Nays— Messrs.  Ames.  Blair, BoremantCaldweU, 
Casserlv,  Chandler,  Conklins,  Davis  of  West  Yir- 
giDia,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Miehfffan.Oilbert.  Hamilton 
of  Maryland,  Hamlin.  Kellogc,  Loyan,  Morrill  of 
Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Pomeroy.  Sawyer, 
Scburz,  Sherman,  Spragne,  Stevenson,  Tramball. 
and  West— 25. 

ABSBNT— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard.  Brownlow, 


Backingham.  Cameron,  Cragin,  Daris  of  Kentacky, 
Ferry  of  Conneetieat,  Flanagan.  Frelinghuysen, 
Goldthwaite.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Johnston.  KeUjr. 
Lewis,  Nye,  Pool,  Pratt,  Bamsey,  Bice,  Saobburr, 
Spenoer,  Stewart,  Stookton,  Somner,  Tfaarman,  aad 
Tipton— 27. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  quesUoo 
now  recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine,  to  strike  out  the  free  tea  and  coffe« 
of  the  first  section  of  this  bill  and  insert  the 
first  section  of  the  amendment  reported  bjthe 
Committee  on  Finance  as  modifieid  bj  himselt 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Although  I  ahall  vote  against 
this  amendment,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  offer  ao 
amendment  which  I  was  authorized  to  offer  hj 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  .to  etrike  out  from 
the  ninety-eighth  line 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  left  oot 
The  Senator  from  Maine  omitted  the  lastthiee 
paragra^^hs  of  this  section  in  his  amendmenL 
The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  waa  not  in  his 
seat  at  the  time. 

'  Mr.  SCOTT.  Is  it  in  order  to  moye  to  insert 
that? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Then  I  more  to  insert  from 
iine  ninety-five  to  line  ninety-nine,  with  as 
amendment,  striking  out  the  words  '*  equal  to 
that  imposed  on  the  wire  or  metal  of  the  same 
gauge  of  which  they  are  made,"  and  insertini; 
the  words  **  of  fifty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.^ ^ 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiU 
state  to  the  Senator,  as  this  is  a  distinct  pars 
grtkph,  that  he  could  mov6  to  add  it  if  this 
section  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Maine 
should  be  inserted. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Very  well ;  I  wiU  make  the 
motion  afterward. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  moye 
to  make  the  duty  upon  tea  five  cents  and  opoo 
coffee  one  cent? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  is. 

Mr.  MORTON.    I  make  that  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  to  amend 
this  amendment? 

Mr.  MORTON.  Yes,  sir,  to  amend  the 
amendment  It  stands  now  at  eiglit  cents  and 
one  and  a  half  cents.  I  move  to  make  the 
duty  five  cents  on  tea  and  one  cent  on  coffee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  anestton  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  nt>m  Indi- 
ana to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  Is  it  in  order  to  call  for  a 
division  ?    I  desire  to  vote  for  striking  oat 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  motion  to 
strike  out  and  insert  is  indivisible  by  the 
twelfth  rule. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  Can  I  not  call  for  a  difia- 
ion? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  cannot  be 
divided.  The  twelfth  role  states  that  '*  on  i 
motion  to  strike  out  and  insert,  it  shall  not 
be  in  order  to  move  for  a  division  of  the 
question." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  wai 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  questtoti 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine  to  strike  out  the  free  tea  and  coffee 
and  insert  the  rednoed  duties  upon  tea,  coffeet 
coal,  salt,  Ac. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  to  move  to  insert  in  the 
amendment  qf  the  Senator  from  Maine  the 
thirty-second,  thirty-third,  and  thizty-fonrth 
lines,  in  regard  to  rioe. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUY8EN.  Yon  can  do 
that  afterward,  if  this  is  adopted. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  might  as  well  be  voted  on 
now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  can 
move  it  afterward  if  this  secUon  should  be 
ttt  upon  the  bill.  He  cannot  change  what 
as  been  put  in,  but  he  can  add  to  it  specific 
articles,  or  he  can  move  the  amendment  nov. 
He  has  the  right  >  to  do  either,  jnst  as  he 
pleases. 
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Mr.  COLE.    I  shall  reserve  it. 

Mr.  MOBTON.  I  think,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  Senate*  this  amendment  ought  to 
l^e  read. 

Mr.  CONELING.  It  has  been  on  the  deek 
for  weeks. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Any  Senator  has 
a  right  to  demand  the  reading  of  the  amend- 
ment before  the  Tote  is  taken.  The  Secretary 
will  report  the  amendment. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  which 
was  to  strike  oat  the  first  section  of  the  bill,  in 
the  following  words : 

That  on  mnd  after  the  Ist  da/  of  July  next  all  tea 
and  coffee  imported  from  foreign  ooantries  into  the 
United  States  shall  be  admitted  free  of  da:y :  and 
that  all  tea  and  coffee  which  may  be  in  public  stores 
or  bonded  warehouses  on  said  Ist  day  of  July  next 
■hall  not  be  subjected  to  duty  upon  the  entry  thereof 
for  consumption ;  and  all  tea  and  coffee  remaininff 
in  bonded  warehouses  on  said  1st  day  of  July,  upon 
which  the  duties  shall  have  been  paid,  shall  be 
entitled  to  a  refund  of  the  duties  paid. 

And  td  insert  in  lien  thereof  the  following : 

That  on  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1872. 
in  lieu  of  the  duties  heretofore  imposed  by  law  on 
the  articles  mentioned  in  this  section,  there  shall  be 
levied,  collected,  and  paid  on  the  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise  in  this  section  enumerated,  imported 
from  fereicn  countries,  the  following  duUei  and  rates 
of  duty,  that  is  to  say : 

On  tea  of  all  kinds,  eight  cents  per  pound ; 

On  coffee  of  all  kinds,  one  cent  and  one  half  of  a 
cent  per  pound; 

On  chiocory  and  suoeory  roots,  two  cents  per 
pound: 

On  chiocory  and  succory  roots,  ground,  burned,  or 
prepared,  three  cents  per  pound ; 

On  acorn  coffee  and  dandelion  root,  raw  or  pre- 
pared, and  on  all  substitutes  for  coffee,  two  cents 
p«r  pound ; 

On  all  extracts  or  essences  of  coffee,  fifty  cents  per 
pound; 

On  all  slack  coal  or  culm,  or  such  as  will  pass 
through  a  five-eighth  of  an  inch  screen,  twenty-five 
cents  per  ton  of  twenty-eight  bushels,  eighty  pounds 
to  the  bushel ; 

On  all  other  bituminous  coal,  fifty  cents  per  ton  of 
twenty-eight  bushels,  eighty  pounds  to  the  bushel ; 

On  mineral  and  bituminouB  substances  in  a  crude 
state,  not  otherwise  specifioallj  provided,  for,  ten 
per  cent,  ad  valorem/ 

On  salt,  in  bulk,  and  on  all  rock-salt,  or  mineral 
asUt,  nine  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds: 

On  salt,  in  bags,  sacks,  barrels,  or  other  packages, 
twelre  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds; 

On  potatoes,  ten  oents  per  bushel; 

On  all  hides  and  skins,  not  otherwise  specifically 
provided  for.  five  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ; 

On  all  tisaber,  squared  or  sided,  not  otherwise 
provided  for.  one  oent  per  cubic  foot  2 

On  sawed  boards,  plank,  deals,  ana  other  lumber 
of  spruce,  hemlock,  white- wood,  sycamore,  and  bass- 
wood,  one  dollar  per  thousand  feet  board  measure ; 

On  all  other  rarieties  of  sawed  lumber,  two  dollars 
per  thousand  feet  board  measure:  Provided^  That 
when  lumber  of  any  sort  is  planed  or  finiBued,  in 
addition  to  the  rates  herein  provided  there  shall  be 
levied  and  paid,  for  each  side  so  planed  or  finished, 
one  dollar  per  thousand  feet ;  and  if  planed  on  one 
side  and  tongued  and  grooved,  two  dollars  per  thou- 
sand feet ;  and  if  planed  on  two  sides  and  tongued 
and  grooved.  $2  50  per  thousand  feet; 

On  hubs  for  wheels,  posts,  last-blocks,  wagon- 
blocks,  oar-blocks,  prun-blocks.  heading-blocks,  and 
all  like  blocks  or  sticks,  rough-hewn  or  sawed  only. 
twen^  per  cent,  ad  valorem  f 

On  pickets  and  palings,  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem/ 

On  laths,  fifteen  cents  per  thousand  pieces ; 

On  all  Bhingles,  thirty-five  cents  per  thousand; 

On  pine  clapboards,  two  dollars  per  thousand ; 

On  spruce  clapboards.  $1 50  per  thousand ; 

On  house  or  cabinet  furniture,  in  pieces  or  cough, 
and  not  finished,  thirty  oer  cent,  ad  valorem  ; 

On  cabinet  wares  and  house  fumituxe.  finished, 
thirty-five  per  cent.a<ioaA>rem/ 

On  casks  and  barrels,  empty,  and  on  sugar-box 
shooks  and  paoking-bozei  of  wood,  not  otherwise 
provided  for,  thirty  per  oenL  ad  vawrem  / 

On  fruit,  shade,  lawn,  and  ornamental  trees,  shrubs, 
plants,  and  flower-seeds,  not  otherwise  provided  for, 
twenty  per  cent,  ad  valMim: 

On  garden-seeds  and  all  other  seeds  for  agricultural 
and  horticultural  purposes,  not  otherwise  provided 
for.  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem  ; 

On  lead,  in  bars  or  pigs,  one  and  one  half  oents  per 
pound ; 

On  lead  dross,  as  lead  ore,  one  cent  per  pound ; 

On  lead  in  sheets,  pipes,  or  shot,  two  and  one 
fourth  cents  per  pound; 

On  lead,  molten,  one  and  one  half  oents  per 
pound ; 

On  lead,  old  and  fit  only  for  remannfiusture,  one 
cent  per  pound: 

On  lead  ore.  one  cent  per  pound : 

On  ginger,  three  cents  per  pound : 

On  ginger,  preserved  or  pickled,  thirty-five  per 
cent,  ad  valorem/ 

On  ginger,  essence  of,  thirty-five  per  cent,  ad 
valorem  ; 

On  cocoa,  prepared  or  manufactured,  three  cents 
per  pound. 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Before  taking  the  vote 
on  that,  I  move  in  line  twenty-nine  to  strike 
out  the  word  ^*  nine''  and  insert  the  word 
'*  three ;"  so  as  to  make  the  clause  read,  *'0d 
salt,  in  balky  and  on  all  rock-salt,  or  mineral 
salt,  three  cents  per  one  hundred  pounds. '* 
I  was  in  hopes  that  we  could  have  put  salt 
on  the  free  list,  but  the  Senate  by  a  tolerably 
close  vote  has  refused  to  do  that,  and  now 
I  hope  we  shall  approach  it  as  nearly  as  we 
can. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
not  try  to  amend  this  further  now. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  wonld  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  that  by  a  modificatidn  of  the 
amendment  the  Senator  from  Maine  has  re- 
duced the  daty  as  he  proposes  it  on  tea  and 
coffee  from  that  which  the  committee  fixed  to 
a  lower  snm  \  and  now  I  think  if  there  is  any 
article  upon  which  the  duty  onght  to  be  rednced 
lower  than  is  proposed  by  the  committee,  salt 
is  the  one. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  duty  was  fixed  at 
one  half  the  existing  rates,  and  I  can  show 
the  Senator 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  One  half  the  existing 
rate  was  fixed  on  tea  and  coffee  by  the  com- 
mittee, bat  the  Senator  from  Maine  proposes 
still  a  lower  rate. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  was  to  avail  our- 
selves of  the  million  and  a  half  saved  by  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 
Many  of  these  daties  are  satisfactory  to  the 
Senator's  constituents. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  know  this  duty  is  not 
satisfiictory  to  my  constituents.  We  do  not 
want  any  daty  on  salt. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  can  show  the  Senator 
that  they  only  asked  a  reduction  of  one  half 
the  duty. 

Mr.  TRU  MBULL.  I  can  shoV  the  Senator 
that  they  asked  to  have  salt  free.  ^ 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  They  are  glad  to  get  one 
half  the  duty  off. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  mo^e  to  strike  out 
^^nine''  and  insert  '*  three,"  so  as  to  make  the 
duty  three  cents. 

Mr.  FENTON.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  Will  the  Senator 
from  New  York  yield  to  me  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  FENTON*  Not  now,  Mr.  President. 
I  regret  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Tbtjmbull]  •  has  proposed  this  amendment.  I  f 
he  insists  upon  it,  I  shall  feel  impelled  to  enter 
upon  the  discussion  somewhat  at  length,  and 
endeavor  to  show,  as  I  think  I  can,  tnat  the 
reduction  proposed  is  nnjusC  to  this  great  in- 
dustrial interest.  It  became  my  duty,  under 
the  instmction  of  the  Senate  daring  the  past 
session,  to  look  into  the  whole  question  re- 
lating to  the  manufacture  of  salt  in  this  country, 
in  connection  with  other  home  products,  and  X 
am  very  sure  I  can  make  it  clear  to  the  Senate 
that  those  who  favor  this,  sweeping  reduction 
of  duty,  labor  nnder  a  mistake  as  to  the  facts 
of  the  case.  If  the  Senator  [Mr.  Tbttmbull] 
will  withdraw  his  amendment  and  allow  the 
vote  to  be  taken  upon  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate 
with  any  remarks  at  this  late  hour.  It  seems 
to  me  that  the  Senator  can  forego  pressing  his 
amendment,  and  if  he  shall,  I  will  forego 
making  a  speech.  Or  it  may  be  that  he  will 
be  content  with  a  division,  and  after  that,  if 
it  seems  prettj  plain  that  a  minority  will  not 
fiftTOr  his  motion  upon  a  vote  by  ayes  and  noes, 
I  will  not  continue  the  debate.  I  appeal  to  the 
Senator  to  first  idlow  an  expression  upon  the 
amendment  by  a  division. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  wonld  like  to  test  the 
sense  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  make  this  snnestion 
to  my  colleagne,  although  I  should  like,  for 
one,  to  hear  him  on  this  subject  if  the  amend- 
ment is  to  be  pressed:  let  him  allow  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  to  be  taken  by  sound  or 
by  a  division,  and  if  there  is  any  doubt  about 
it,  he  can  demand  the  ^eas  and  nays,  and  then 
be  in  order  in  addressing  the  Senate. 


Mr.  FENTON.  I  will  give  way  with  that 
understanding. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  shall  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays.    That  will  test  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  We  can  take  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  then  the  Senator  from  New 
York  can  move  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  would  be  rather 
hard,  I  think. 

Mr.  EDM  UNDS.  Let  as  have  the  yeas  and 
nays  any  way. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  if  he  will  not  allow  a  vote  to  be  taken 
first  upon  a  division  of  the  Senate  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  no  objection  to 
taking  the  vote  first  by  division  if  tne  Senate 
prefers. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
then  divide  the  Senate  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  16,  noes  25. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  On  this  question  I  am 
paired  with  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  Mr. 
Caldwell.  He,  if  here,  would  vote  "nay,'* 
and  I  should  vote  **  yea." 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  was  requested  to  announce 
that  the  Senator  from  Missouri,  Mr.  Schurz, 
and  the  Senator  from  Florida,  Mr.  Osbork, 
were  paired  on  this  question. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  to  state  that  on  this 
question  and  all  others  on  this  bill,  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Camebov]  and  the  Senator  from 
DeGtware,  Mr.  Bayard,  entertain  antagonistic 
views,  and  have  paired  off  with  each  other. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  How  would  they  vote  7 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Against  each  other.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  have  to  make  the  same 
statement  in  regard  to  the  Senator  from  Oregon, 
Mr.  Kellt,  and  the  Senator  from  Minne- 
sota, Mr.  Ramsey. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  object  to  all  this 
explanation.  It  does  not  explain  how  the 
Senators  would  vote,  if  they  were  here. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
cannot  object,  because  a  Senator  ha3  a  right 
to  make  tne  statement  in  whatever  terms  he 
pleases.    The  Chair  cannot  control  it. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resultea — ^yeas  15,  nays  2%  ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Blair,  Carpenter,  Oasierly, 
Cooper,  Bdmundii.  Harlan,  HiU.  Howe,  Logan^or- 
wood.*  Patterson,  Stevenson,  Trumhull,  and  Vick- 
ere— 15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anthon7.Boreinan,Chandler,Cole. 
Conkling,  Corbett.  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Fenton, 
Ferry  of  Michigan,  Frelinghuysen.  Gilbert,  Hamil- 
Um  of  Maryland.  Hitchcock,  Kellogg,  Morrill  of 
Maine,  Morrill  01  Vermont.  Morton,  Pomeroy,  &ob- 
ertaon,  Scott^  Sherman,  Sprague,  Stewart,  Weet,  Wil- 
son, and  Wright— 28.  •* : 

ABSBNT  —  Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard,  Brownlow, 
Buckingham,  Caldwell,  Cameron.  Clayton.  Cragin, 
Davis  of  Kentucky.  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Flanagan, 
Goldthwaite.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin«  Johnston, 
Kelly,  Lewis,  Nye.  Osborn,  Pool.  Pratt,  Ramsey, 
Rice, Saulsbury,  Sawyer. Schnn^Spenoer,  Stockton. 
Sumner,  Thurman,  Tipton,  and  Wmdom— 32. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  quesUon 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
and  insert  the  section  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  with  the  exceptions  in 
regard  to  rice  and  woven  wire* cloth. 

lir.  SCOTT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  inserting  what  is  found  on  page  2, 
lines  thirty-two,  thirty-three,  and  thirty-four, 
relating  to  rice,  and  I  will  merely  remark  that 
the  duty  upon  this  article  amounts  to  from  two 
hundrea  and  fifty  per  cent,  down  to  one  bun-  • 
dred  per  cent  On  the  first  article  it  is  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  on  its  value  ; 
on  the  uncle^ned  rice  aboat  two  hundred  per 
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ceot. ;  and  upon  the  last,  or  paddy,  about  one 
hundred  per  cent. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  desire  to  correct  the 
statement  which  has  been  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  California.  The  highest  duty  on 
rice  in  any  form  is  a  little  o^er  one  hundred 
per  cent.  It  is  a  very  high  duty.  If  the  Sen- 
ator had  listened  to  the  remarks  which  I  had 
the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate  the  other 
day,  I  think  he  would  have  allowed  this  mo- 
tion to  go  without  being  made.  I  trust  it  will 
not  be  adopted,  for  I  assure  the  Senator  it 
will  absolutely  destroy  the  rice  interest  in  our 
State  and  throw  the  lands  now  in  culture  back 
into  the  swamps  from  which  they  have  been 
reclaimed  at  immense  cost. 

One  word  more,  and  I  will  not  weary  the 
patience  of  the  Senate  longer.  The  only  inter- 
est the  inhabitants  of  California  can  have  in 
the  price  of  rice  is  as  an  article  of  food  for  the 
Chinese,  and  it  is  about  the  only  tax  which  the 
Chinese  pay.  When  the  inhabitants  of  Cali- 
fornia show  that  they  can  treat  the  Chinese 
with  ordinary  humanity,  which  we  are  extend- 
ing not  only  to  our  own  citizens  elsewhere, 
but  to  the  Indians,  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be 
time  enough  for  us  to  try  to  save  half  a  cent 
a  pound  on  rice. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  I  understand  the 
argument  of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina, 
it  amounts  to  this :  that  as  long  as  the  State 
of  California  is  persecuting  John  Chinaman, 
Congress  ought  to  "go  for  him'*  in  the  price 
of  rice  in  about  the  same  degree.    [Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  COLE.  I  presented  a  memorial^retty 
early  in  the  session  from  citizens  of  Calitornia 
interested  in  this  article,  and  it  will  be  recol- 
lected that  it  was  signed  in  duplicate,  one  copj 
by  Chinese  and  the  other  by  American  citi- 
zens, very  numerously  signed,  setting  forth  the 
statement  that  I  made^  a  few  moments'  ago, 
which  I  remember  distinctly  though  the  peti- 
tion was  presented  some  months  ago.  Sen- 
ators may  say  this  is  an  exaggeration.  If  so, 
it  is  an  exaggeration  presented  in  a  printed 
memorial  that  I  submitted  to  Congress. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  It  was  about  as  accurate 
as  Chinese  memorials  are  likely  to  be.  One 
word,  sir,  in  reference  to  the  remark  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Carpen- 
ter.] I  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  that  I 
wanted  to  oppress  the  Chinese ;  but  I  wish  to 
say  that  we  were  a  little  over-nice  in  trying, 
when  the  rest  of  our  people  are  taxed,  to  save 
a  cent  a  pound  to  the  Chinaman  on  his  rice, 
and  at  the  same  time  cut  down  an  interest  on 
which  more  American  citizens  live  than  there 
are  Chinamen  in  this  country. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  Uie  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  inserUng  the  three  lines  in  regard  to 
x4ce. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Hamlin.] 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  15,  nays  27  ;  as  follows : 

TEAS —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Blair.  Casserly.  Cole. 
Edmunds,  Hmmilton  of  Maryland,  Hamlin,  Harlan, 
Loffan.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Bhor- 
man.  Stevenson,  Trambnll,  and  Wright— 15. 

NATS  — Messrs.  Aloorn,  Boreman,  Carpenter, 
GhandlerrConkliDff^ Cooper.  Corbett.  Davis  of  West 
Virnnia,  ferry  of  Miohif  an,  Freling  haysen,  Oilbert, 
Hill,  Hitohoook,  Howe,  Kellogff,  Morton.  Norwood, 
Patterson.  Pomeroy,  Robertson,  Scott,  Sprague, 
Stewart.  Viokers.  West,  Wilson,  and  Windom— 27. 

ABSENT  —  Me&irs.  Ames,  Bayard,  Brownlow. 
Buokingham,  Caldwell,  Cameron,  Clayton,  Oragin, 
Davis  of  Kentucky,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Connecticut, 
Flanagan,  GoldthTraite,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  John- 
ston, £elly.  Lewis,  Nye,  Osbom,  Pool.  Pratt,  Ram- 
sey. Rice.  Saulsbary*  Sawyer,  Sohnrs,  Spenoer, 
Stockton,  Sumner,  Toarman,  and  Tipton— 31. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

-Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  now  the  amend- 
ment which  was  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  omitting  lines  tweWe  and  thirteen 
relating  to  tea  aod  coffee.  « 


Mr.  HAMLIN.  Leaving  tea  and  coffee  on 
the  free  list? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Yes,  sir;  leaving  tea 
and  coffee  on  the  free  list. 

The  VICG  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  Senator 
moves  it  as  an  addition  to  the  first  section  7 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  reduces  taxes,  as 
proposed  by  the  committee,  on  lumber,  coal, 
and  salt. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Make  it  a  second  section. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Make  it  a  second  sec- 
tion.   I  do  not  care  where  it  comes  in. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  moves  as  a  second  section,  to 
follow  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee, 
the  first  section  of  the  Finance  Committee's 
amendment  commencing  on  the  twentieth  line, 
as  Uie  Chair  understands. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Leaving  out  from  the 
eighty-eighth  to  the  ninety-fifth  line  inclusive, 
about  wire-cloth. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  And  commen- 
cing at  the  twentieth  line,  the  Chair  supposes. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Commencing  at  the 
twentieth  line,  leaving  out  all  in  reference  to 
coffee  and  tea. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sena- 
tor from  Illinois  include  rice  or  exclude  it? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  leave  the  rice  just  as 
it  is.' 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  My  amendment  did  not 
have  rice  in. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  I  move  ihe  amend- 
ment precisely  as  the  Senator  from  Maine 
moved  it,  leaving  out  all  about  tea  and  coffee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  rice  will 
be  out.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  moves  as 
an  independent  section  to  the  bill  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Maine  commencing 
at  the  twentieth  line,  leaving  out  all  in  regard 
to  tea  and  coffee,  rice,  and  woven  wire-cloth. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  On  that  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  should 
like  to  adk  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  to  what  extent  that  will  reduce  the 
revenue? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  About  three  million  two 
hundred  thousand  doUars,  I  think. 

Mr.  NORWOOD.    Does  this  include  rice? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.   It  does  not. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  Can  rice 
be  put  on  after  this  amendment  is  carried? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    It  can  be. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  paired  with  the  Sena- 
tor from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  Ansa.] 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeaa  and 
nays  on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tbumbull, 
resulted — ^yeas  22,  nays  18 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Blair,  Carpenter,  OaMeriv. 
Cole,  Cooper.  Edmunds.  Hamlin,  Hill,  Howe,Kei- 
loirSt  Logan, Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Norwood, 
Robertaon,  Sawyer,  Sherman,  Stevenson,  Trumball, 
Wiodom.  and  Wriffkt— 22. 

NAYS  —  Measrs.  Anthony,  Boreman,  Chandler, 
Conkling,  Corbett.  Davis  of  West  Virginia.  Fenton, 
Ferry  ot  Miohigan,  Frelinghavsen.  Qilbert,  Hamil- 
ton of  Maryland.  HitoheocK.  Pomeroy,  Soott* 
Sprasae.  Stewart,  Viokers,  and  West— IS. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard,  Brownlow, 
Bttokingbam.  Caldwell.  Cameron.  Clayton,  Cragin, 
Pavif  of  Kentneky,  Ferry  of  Conaeotioat,  Flanagan, 
Qpldthwaite,  ^amiltoa  of  Texas,  Harlan,  Johnston, 
Kelly,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Nye,  Osborn,  Pat- 
terson, Pool,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Rioe,  Saulsbary.  Bohun. 
Spenoer,  Stoekton,  Sumner,  Thnrman,  Tipton,  and 
Wilson— 33. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
draws  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  fact 
that  the  words  ^*  on  and  after  the  1st  day  of 
July"  apply  only  to  the  first  section.  The 
Chair  supposes  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
desires  to  apply  them  to  this  second  section 
now  inserted. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Undoubtedly. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  so  modi- 
fied. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  I  move  that  the  Senate 
do  now  a4Journ. 

The  motion  being  put,  it  was  declared  to  be 
rejected. 


Mr.  CHANDLER.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and 

naya. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  12,  nays  28;  as  follows: 

YSAS— Mesin.  Blair.  Boremaa,  Chandler.  Cole. 
Conkling,  Corbett,  Ferry  of  Michigan.  Hiteheook. 
Pomeroy,  Soott,  Spragae,  and  Stewart— 12. 

NATS~Me8Br8.  Alcorn,  Anthony.  Cairpenter.  Cas- 
serly.  Cooper.  Edmnnds.  Fenton,  FrelinKhorien. 
Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Hamlin,  Harlan.  Hill.  How*. 
Eellogg.  Logan, Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton.  Nor- 
wood, Robertson,  Sawyer,  Sherman.  Sterensoo, 
TmmbnU,  Viekers,  West.  Wilson,  Windom.  aod 
Wright— 28.  •    _ 

ABSBNT— Messrs.  Ames,Bayard,Brownlow.BQ€k- 
Ingham.  Caldwell,  Cameron,  Clayton,  Cragin.  Davis 
of  Kentucky.  DaTisof  West  Virginia,  Ferrr  of  Con- 
neotioat,  Flanagan,  Oilbert.  Qoldthwaiu,  H*miitoD 
of  Texas,  Johnston,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maids, 
Kye,  Osborn,  Patterson.  Pool,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Rice, 
8aulsbai7j^hnn,  Spenoer,  Stockton.  Snmner.Thor- 
man,  and  Tipton---33. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Is  it  in  order  now  to 
move  an  amendment  to  the  free  list? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
first  hear  the  amendment  before  he  decides. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  move  as  a&  amend- 
menty  after  the  three  hundred  and  thiitietk 
line,  on  the  twentieth  page,  to  inaert  '*noe^'* 
and  I  desire  to  make  a  few  remarks  upoa  that 
subjecL 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Michigan  moves  to  add  rice  to  the  free 
list.    That  motion  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  It  is  perfectly  well 
known  that  no  article  enters  so  amversaUy 
into  consumption  as  rice.  The  poor  and  the 
rich,  the  healthy  and  the  sick,  the  Chinese 
and  the  American,  the  Africaa,  and  every 
liviuff  man  eats  rice ;  and  if  there  is  any  odc 
article  above  aU  others  that  ought  to  be  on  tbe 
free  list  it  is  rice,  and  I  hope  now,  sir,  we  may 
be  able  to  put  on  the  free  list  this  necessary 
article  of  food  for  the  poor  and  the  rich,  for 
all  classes  of  society.  By  putting  rice  on  tbe 
free  list* we  shall  benefit  all  classes  of  ourpeo- 

fle.  Even  the  poor  Chinaman  lives  upon  rice, 
t  is  s^d  that  a  few  cents'  worth  of  nee  a  day 
supports  him.  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  unani- 
mous vote  to  place  rice  on  the  free  list. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  am  somewhat  astoo- 
isbed  at  the  remarks  of  my  honorable  friend 
from  Michigan.     He  is  well  aware 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Allow  me  to  ask  whether  it  is 
in  order  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Michigan? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  while  tbe 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  is  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Soatk 
Carolina  to  yield. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  will  not  yield  nntU 
lam  through. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  want  to  mix  np  salt  with 
that  rice.     [Laughter.] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  will  proceed. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  honorable  Sena 
tor  from  Michigan  is  well  aware  that  the  large 
class  of  producers  of  rice'  are  a  class  of  poor 
people,  a  class  of  newly  enfranchised  Amer- 
ican citizens,  who  need  protecdon  just  at  this 
time  for  their  labor.  Now,  we  protect  the 
rich  people  of  the  North,  and  why  not  extend 
protection  to  the  poor  people  of  the  Sooth, 
who  need  it  so'much  more?  It  is  a  well- 
known  fact  that  the  cultivation  of  rice  was 
nearly  abandoned  during  the  war.  Now  it  is 
cultivated  by  the  freedmen,  who  work  the 
plantations  on  shares,  they  being  interested 
in  the  product.  If  they  are  not  protected  io 
their  industry,  at  least  for  a  year  or  two  until 
the  lands  are  renovated,  the  production  of  rice 
in  this  country  will  cease.  They,  above  all 
others,  I  should  think,  ought  to  be  considered 
entitled  to  protection.  I  am  surprised  at  the 
Senator  from  Michigan,  of  all  others,  making 
a  motion  to  put  rice  on  the  free  list — he  who 
has  been  advocating  the  rights  of  these  newly 
enfranchised  citizens  I  He  certainly  is  not  iu 
earnest  in  his  remarks,  and  if  I  thought  the 
Senate  would  vote  for  his  ameadment,  I  would 
1  be  induced  to  spend  some  time  in  seeking  to 
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coDTince  them  that  it  was  wrone ;  bnt  I  am 
clearly  satisfied  by  the  remarks  of  tl^ose 
around  me  that  the  motton  will  not  carry, 
and  therefore  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate  any 
longer. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  eloonent  speech 
of  the  Senator  from  Soath  GEuroIina  has  con- 
vinced me  that  I  was  mistaken.  I  withdraw 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  BOBBETSON.  I  am  mnch  obliged  to 
the  Senator. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  gave  notice  that  I  had  the 
consent  of  the  committee  to  oflfer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section  if  it  shonld  be  adopt- 
ed. I  propose  now  to  offer  that  amendment 
by  way  of^  addition.  It  is  the  clause  begin- 
ning on  Hoe  ninety-fiye.  I  wish  to  offbr  H  as 
it  stands,  except  striking  out  the  words  in 
the  ninety-eighth  and  ninety-ninth  lines,  and 
inserting  the  Words  ''of  fifty  per  cent,  ad 
valorem ;''  so  as  to  read : 

On  umbrella  ind  parasol  ribs  and  stretoheft, 
franM,  tips,  runners,  handles,  or  other  parts  there- 
of, when  made  in  whole  or  chief  part  of  iron,  steel, 
or  any  other  metalt  a  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  ad  valo- 


rent. 


This  is  simply  to  equalise  the  duties  on 
articles  of  the  same  character.  It  was  i^reed 
to  in  committee,  and  I  move  to  ftdd  it  to  that 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SHBRMAN.  I  believe  that  is  a  just 
amendment  in  itself;  but  it  raises  a  tax ;  and 
if  it  be  adopted,  that  will  be  the  only  tax 
raided  in  this  biU.  I  trust,  therefore,  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  will  let  it  pass.  Some 
occasion  will  offer  when  he  can  present  the 
amendment  to  a  bill  where  it  will  not  create 
controversy. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  insist  on  the  amend- 
ment? 

Mr.  SCOTT.    I  insist  upon  it. 

Mr.  SHEBMAN.  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
vote  it  down. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  only  desire 
to  say  that  I  feel  an  interest  in  more  than 
twenty  articles,  and  I  have  no  question  but 
that  this  amendment  is  a  just  and  proper  one, 
as  well  as  the  one  immediately  preceding  it, 
which  was  left  out.  If  the  Senate  decides  to 
put  this  in,  I  shall  feel  impelled  to  move  at 
least  fifteen  or  twenty  other  ame^ments  that 
I  know  there  is  some  necessity  for. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  if  he  thinks  that  on  this 
bill  it  is  proper  to  add  an  increase  of  revenue? 
Has  not  the  committee  acted  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  not  doing  it? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  That  was  the 
theory  upon  which  the  bill  was  started  by  the 
Finance  Committee.  I  do  not  see,  however, 
but  that  we  have  the  right  to  do  this  in  the 
Senate.  I  have  not  a  panicle  of  doubt  about 
•the  power  of  the  Senate  over  a  revenue  bill. 
I  think  we  have  as  much  right  to  increase  as 
we  have  to  diminish,  bnt  at  the  same  time  I 
know  gentlemen  are  apprehensive  (and  I  be- 
lieve there  is  groand  tor  it)  that  if  anything 
of  this  kind  is  put  in  the  bill  it  may  cause  its 
defeat  in  the  other  House. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  this  amendment  is 
adopted  it  will  be  the  only  part  of  the  bill 
upon  which  there  will  be  any  show  for  the  con- 
stitutional objection  that  a  bill  to  raise  reve- 
nue must  originate  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives. I  trust  for  that  and  other  reasons  it 
will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  That  is  a  delusion.  Every 
part  of  this  bill  that  retains  a  duty  is  just  as 
much  open  to  that  objection  as  a  clause  that 
increases  a  duty.  I  do  not  wish  to  argue  it ; 
bnt  having  been  authorized  by  the  committee 
to  offer  the  amendment,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  do 
60 ;  and  if  the  bill  is  to  take  such  shape  as  that 
that  which  has  been  authorized  in  committee 
is  to  be  TOted  down  on  one  side  and  voted  for 
OQ  the  other,  so  be  it.  I  state  here  that  I  was 
authorised  to  offer  this  amendment,  and  I  do 
it  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  of  the  com- 
Biittee. 


Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  do  not  think 
there  is  anything  in  the  objection  which  is 
made  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  I  have  one  which  I  intend 
to  offer  aAer  the  Senator  has  acted  upon  his. 
It  seems  to  me  that  it  is  a  very  strange  tariff 
bill — a  hill  in  which  it  is  perfectly  lawful  to 
reduce  the  protection  which  the  Government 
ought  to  give  to  the  industries  of  the  country, 
and  it  is  unlawful  to  do  justice  to  those  indus- 
tries by  raising  them  a  farthing.  That  is  legis- 
lation which  I  do  not  think  will  commend 
itself  to  the  great  industries  of  this  country ; 
and  if  we  have  stich  a  bill  before  us  we  ought 
to  get  rid  of  it  as  soon  as  possible,  and  wait 
till  we  get  one  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives in  which  we  shall  be  at  liberty  to  do 
justice  by  giving  proper  protection  as  well 
as  to  reduce  the  duties. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  ■  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment as  an  additional  section : 

That  all  taxes  heretofore  imposed  by  the  several 
acts  relatinic  to  internal  revenue  (except  those  im- 
posed on  whisky,  tobacco,  and  malt  Ilquon)  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  to  amend  that  by 
inserting  *'  and  the  tax  imposed  upon  banks 
and  banking." 

Mr.  OONKLING.  Let  me  ask  a  question 
of  the  Chair  or  of  the  Senate.  If  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Pennsvlvania jyre- 
vails,  will  it  not  then  be  in  order  for  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  to  move  bis  amendment? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Yes,  and  it  is  in  order  now. 

Mr.  OONKLING.  Will  it  not  be  in  order 
in  the  other  event? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS,    ^o  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  My  impression  is,  if  the  Senator 
firom  Vermont  will  permit  me  to  state  it,  that 
the  amendment  as  I  have  offered  it  includes 
that  tax. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
it  includes  the  repeal  of  the  tax  on  banks  and 
banking.  What  I  wish  to  do  is  not  to  repeal 
the  tax  on  banks  and  banking.  I  think  that 
the  franchise  which  we  give  the  banks,  the 
monopoly  so  to  speak,  is  a  subiect  of  enter- 
prise* I  will  not  say  industry,  which  ma^  bear 
a  revenue  tax  as  well  as  any  other  calling  in 
the  whole  country.  I  wish  therefore  to  con- 
tinue, so  fi&r  as  the  exception  goes,  the  tax  on 
banks  and  banking)  and  therefore  I  propose 
my  amendment  to  add  that  to  the  exception 
provided  by  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  so  that  we  do  not  touch 
that  tax  at  this  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
that  as  the  Senator  from  Vermont  has  now 
stated  his  proposition  he  ought  to  offer  it 
as  an  amendment  to  the  amendment.  There 
would  be  a  parliamentary  question  as  to 
whether  he  could  offer  it  afterward  in  the 
shape  he  now  suggests. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  order  to  save  all  ques- 
tion, I  think  it  proper  to  offer  it  now. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  suppose 
the  Senate  do  not  intend,  after  the  long  labor 
they  have  bestowed  on  this  bill,  to  have  it  all 
go  for  nothing.  We  have  our  eves  wide  open 
and  know  penectly  well  that  if  this  amend- 
ment is  adopted  it  is  the  end  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Why  so? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  Edmuitds]  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Scorr.] 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  wish  to  make  an  in- 
quiry. If  this  amendment  prevails,  does  it 
include  the  remission  of  the  income  tax  the 
current  year? 

Mr.  MORTON.    Yes,  it  includes  that. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  1  understand  that  the 
income  tax  for  the  current  year  has  been  as- 
sessed, or  is  in  the  process  of  assessment  now. 
Bnt  has  any  of  it  been  paid?    [<<No!''] 


Mr.  SCOTT.    It  is  not  payable  yet. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Then  this  amendment 
includes  the  repeal  of  the  income  tax  ?  [*'Cer* 
•tainlyl'']  I  shall  vote  for  it  with  great 
pleasure. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  am  a  little  surprised  that 
this  amendment  is  offered  at  this  stage  of  this 
bill.  I  had  an  amendment  that  I  had  some- 
what carefully  considered  proposing  to  repeal 
such  of  the  internal  taxes  as  I  thought  we 
could  dispense  with,  which  I  declined  to  pre- 
sent, I  believe,  at  tne  instance  of  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  for  one,  certainly  at  the 
instance  of  the  Sentator  from  New  York  aad 
and  others.  Afler  I  had  withheld  that  amend- 
ment, now  very  nearly  at  the  conclusion  of  this 
bill  this  amendment  is  offered.  So  far  as  the 
income  tax  is  concerned,  what  is  properly 
called  the  income  tax,  it  expires  by  its  own 
limitation  ;  there  will  be  no  such  tax  for  next 
year ;  but  there  is  an  income  tax  now  due  and 
unpaid.  Does  the  Senator  propose  to  wipe 
that  out? 

Mr.  SCOTT.    I  do. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  am  opposed  to  repeal- 
ing a  tax  that  is  due  and  unpaid.  I  am  will- 
ing to  abolish  taxes  in  the  future,  but  I  am 
not  willing  to  go  back  and  repeal  those  that 
have  already  accrued.  I  think  the  countty 
does  not  expect  that;  but  I  am  now  opposed 
at  this  stage  of  the  proceedings  to  under- 
taking to  repeal  aujr  iatemal  tax  on  thiB  bill. 
I  was  in  favor  of  bringing  ud  the  whole  ques- 
tion at  the  proper  time,  but  I  was  induced  by 
numerous  requests  from  Senators  here,  and 
from  those  now  moving  in  this  matter,  to 
decline  offering  that  amendment.  I  certainly 
shall  not  be  m  favor  of  attempting  it  now. 
Besides,  there  are  some  other  taxes  included 
in  the  amendment  that  I  think  ought  not  to  be 
repealed.  Do  we  intend  to  repeal  the  license 
forretailiug  spirituous  liquors?  That  is  in- 
cluded in  the  amendment  I  think  the  Sen- 
ate propose  to  consider  that  question  before 
they  repeal  the  special  license  tax  imposed  on 
the  retailer  of  spirituous  liquors.  There  are 
some  other  special  taxes  that  the  Senate  would 
consider  ve^  carefully  before  they  repealed 
them. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  simply  wish  to  answer  the 
statement  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  ad- 
dressed to  myself  and  to  other  Senators  who 
requested  him  to  withdraw  a  similar  amend- 
ment when  he  had  it  to  propose.  I  did  so 
request  him :  but  he  will  remember,  as  other 
Senators  will  remember,  that  that  was  before 
the  second  section  had  been  incorporated  with 
the  amendment  repealing  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee ;  and  my  reason  for  requesting  him  not 
to  offer  that  amendment  was  that  the  bill 
should  not  be  embarrassed  with  a  provision 
relating  to  the  raising  or  repealing  of  revenue ; 
bnt  since  that  objection  is  already  in  the  bill 
as  strongly  as  it  can  be,  I  wish  the  whole  sub- 
ject to  go  to  the  House  of  Representatives  if 
we  pass  any  bill  at  all.  That  was  my  reason ; 
and  I  have  acted  in  perfect  good  faith  with  the 
Senator  in  now  offering  this  amendment. 

Mr.  MORTON.  And  the  additional  reason, 
I  think,  was  given  by  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania and  other  Senators  with  him,  that  it 
was  changing  the  character  of  the  legislation, 
that  the  bill  referred  to  customs,  and  that  an 
amendment  referring  to  internal  taxes  would 
so  far  change  the  character  of  the  bill  that  the 
objection  would  be  made  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  point  of  order.  That  was 
one  of  the  objections  presented  to  me,  and 
perhaps  the  one  upon  which  I  chiefly  yielded. 

Mr.  WINDOM,  (at  seren  o'clock  and  forty 
minutes  p.  m.)  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  trust  not. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  Will  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota  allow 

Mr.  SPRAGUE.    I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  MaryUnd.  I  only 
wish  to  ask  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  if  he 
will  not  allow  a  motion  to  be  made  that  when 
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we  adjourn  to-day  we  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday.     [**NoI"] 

Mr.  SPRAGUE.     I  object  to  debate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  to 
adjourn  is  absolutely  undebatable. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  9,  nays  80 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Chandler.  Cole,  Gonklinfir,  Ferry 
of  Michigan,  Gilbert,  Hitoooook,  Scott,  Spragne, 
and  Windom— 9. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Aloom,  Anthony.  Blair,  Caldwell. 


Kellogg,  Logan,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norwood, 
Pomeroy,  Rooertaon.  Sawyer,  Sherman,  Stevenson , 
Stewart.  Trumbull,  West.  Wilaon,  and  Wright— 30. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard,  Boreman, 
Brownlow.  Bnokingham,  Cameron,  Carpenter,  Clay- 
ton, Corbett,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Ferry  of  Connecti- 
cut, Flanagan,  Qoldthwaite,  Howe.  Johnston,  Kelly, 
Lewis,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Kye.Osbom,  Pat- 


terson, Pool.  Pratt,  BAmsey,  Rice,  Sauisbury,  Schark 
Spencer,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Thurman,  Tipton,  and 
Vickers— 34. 


So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  amendment  now 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  is 
not  in  form  to  carry  out  its  object.  If  it  were 
not  so  late  an  hour  in  the  evening  I  could 
point  out  very  readily  that  whenever  internal 
taxes  are  repealed  there  must  be  provision 
made  for  thQ  consolidation  of  the  whisky  tax. 
We  gain  no  benefit  at  all  from  the  repeal  of 
internal  taxes  unless  we  sweep  away  a  great 
portion  of  the  machinery  for  collecting  them, 
the  assessors  and  collectors,  and  all  that  sqrt 
of  thing.  I  trust,  therefore,  the  Senate  will 
adhere  to  the  position  taken  early  in  this  de- 
bate, that  the  repeal  of  internal  taxes  should 
not  be  made  a  part  of  this  bill.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  Senators  who  are  now  seeking  to  pass 
this  section,  including  the  Senator  nimself 
who  offered  the  amendment^  urged  other  Sen- 
ators not  to  press  anything  in  regard  to  inter- 
nal revenue. 

The  bill  as  it  now  stands  repeals  far  more 
than  I  think  we  ought  to  repeal  by  this  legisla- 
tion ;  but  the  Senate  is  in  that  position  when 
it  is  not  at  all  likely  that  any  vote  to  be  taken 
by  the  Senate  will  strike  out  any  of  the  items 
in  the  bill.  I  ask,  therefore,  what  is  the  use  of 
embarrassiujg  it  by  adding  this  internal  revenue 
question  to  it? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  a  question,  whether,  if  we  are 
to  enter  into  a  repeal  of  internal  revenue 
taxes,  the  exceptions  which  I  have  proposed 
of  the  tax  on  banks  and  banking  ougut  not  to 
be  put  in  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Undoubtedly,  and  I  could 
name  special  taxes  that  are  affected.  For 
instance,  is  the  license  tax  on  ci^ar  dealers 
repealed  by  this  amendment?    I  think  it  is. 

Mr.  MORTON.     All  license  taxes. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  so,  that  includes  mil- 
lions, far  beyond  what  I  have  ever  contiem- 
plated.  We  have  never  contemplated  a  modi- 
fication of  the  internal  taxes  except  by  con- 
solidating all  the  whisky  taxes,  which  include 
four  or  five  different  kinds  of  tax ;  but  my 
impression  is  that  the  language  of  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  would 
repeal  all  those  taxes  except  the  direct  tax  on 
spirits.  There  is  the  special  tax  on  retail 
dealers  and  wholesale  dealers,  tobacco  dealers, 
and  all  that  class  of  taxes.  Certainly  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  does  not  intend  to 
repeal  all  these  taxes,  because  if  he  does  the 
proposition  would  extend  to  millions  of  dollars. 

It  the  Senate  will  not  forego  the  discussion 
of  this  internal  revenue  question,  it  seems  to 
me  we  are  in  no  condition  to  stay  here  any 
longer. 

Mr.  GONKLING.^  Mr.  President,  with  less 
knowledge  of  this  subject  than  many  other 
Senators,  I  venture  a  prediction.  If  this  bill 
passes  both  Houses  in  its  present  shape,  no 
dismissal  of  internal  taxes  will  take  place  at 
this  session  of  Coogress.     The  Senator  from 


Indiana  may  have  included  me  in  those  >irho 
suggested  that  there  was  some  constitutional 
objection  or  pretext,'  distinguishing  between 
our  right  upon  such  a  bill  to  strike  off  a  cus- 
toms tax  and  our  right  to  strike  off  an  excise. 
I  decline  to  be  classed  with  those  who  made 
that  suggestion.  I  think  no  lawyer,  certainly 
not  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  will  pretend 
that  there. is  any  distinction  between  the  two 
things.  A  distinction  does  exist  between  lay- 
ing a  tax  and  striking  it  off:  but  in  what  part 
of  the  Constitution  or  in  what  parliamentary 
practice  is  to  be  found  a  distinction  in  the 
powers  of  the  Senate  between  dismissing  a 
duty  and  dismissing  anv  other  tax  ?  The  Con- 
stitution says  that  *^  bills  for  vaising  revenue 
shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Repreaeftta- 
tives.'^  Does  any  man  suppose  that  the  Sen- 
ate can  originate  a  bill  to  raise  revenue  by 
duties  rather  than  by  excises,  or  that  Uie  Sen- 
ate can  dismiss  an  internal  tax  more  or  less 
than  it  can  dismiss  any  other  tax?  No,  sir; 
no  such  suggestion  as  that,  I  undertake  to  say, 
will  be  seriously  argued  here. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  the  Senator  means  to 
imply  that  I  conceded  there  was  anything  in 
that  constitutional  objection,  he  is  very  much 
mistaken,  because  I  argued  the  other  way. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  did  not  mean  so  to 
imply. 

Mr.  MORTON.  But  I  was  met  by  the 
argument  on  the  part  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  and  by  snggestiomi  from  more 
than  half  a  dozen  Senators,  and  I  think  by  my 
friend  from  New  York— = — 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Oh,  no. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  was  met  by  suggestions 
that  to  put  on  this  bill  an  amendment  repeal- 
ing an  internal  revenue  tax,  while  it  was  said 
there  was  nothing  in  the  objection,  would  have 
the  effect  to  complicatjp  the  bill  and  endanger 
its  passage  through  the  other  House.  I  yielded 
against  the  convictions  of  my  own  judgment 
to  these  representations. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  point  is  not  very 
important;  but  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is 
mistaken  if  he  supposes  I  ever  made  such  a 
suggestion.  I  wiU  tell  him  the  suggestion  I 
dicTmake.  I  told  him  that  many  men  and 
many  millions  were  paralyzed  day  after  day  by 
the  suspense  of  the  tea  and  coffee  tariff  ques- 
tion, and  I  appealed  to  him  to  take  the  bill  for 
better  or  for  worse,  as  it  then  stood,  without 
these  more  recent  reductions,  and  let  it  go 
without  any  internal  revenue  provisioFn.  That 
was  my  appeal  to  him,  and  I  disclaim  and 
scout  the  idea  that  there  is  any  difference  in 
the  power  of  the  Senate  to  amend  a  revenue 
bill  oy  dismissing  an  internal  tax  rather  than 
an  external  tax.    It  is  sheer  assumption* 

Mr.  President,  I  think  I  see  the  destiny  of 
this  legislation.  I  have  no  right,  as  a  rule,  to 
refer  here  to  proceedings  in  the  House  of  tlep- 
resentatives.  In  order  to  respect  that  rule,  I 
will  refer  to  the  repetition  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Finance  Committee  here  of  what  was  said 
in  the  House  of  Representatives.  That  I  have 
a  right  to  refer  to.  Taking  the  statement  made 
in  the  Senate  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  we  know  that  the  correspond- 
ing chairman  in  the  House  holds  that  this  bill 
already  has  probably  passed  the  bound  of  safe 
reduction.  We  know  that  this  bill,  dismissing 
as  it  does  more  than  $30,000,000  of  revenue, 
exceeds  some  of  the  estimates  of  what  we  may 
in  all  bills  dismiss.  We  are  trenching  upon  the 
estimate  presented  to  the  country  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
Senators,  my  friend  from  Vermont  among 
them — I,  too,  among  them — ^haye  declared  that 
we  could  go  further.  A  majority  of  a  thin 
Senate,  scarcely  more  than  a  quorum,  to-night 
has  been  found  to  add  to  the  reductions  of  this 
bill,  until  they  exceed  $80,000,000.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  Senator  from  Vermont  and  others 
will  persevere  as  I  shall,  if  we  have  the  op- 
portunity, in  voting  upon  a  separate  bill  for  a 
reduction  of  internal  taxes;  but  we  must  wait 
until  the  House  of  Representatives  sends  us 
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such  a  bill.  In  the  first  place,  the  House  of 
Representatives  will  not  send  it,  if  we  exhaatt 
their  estimate  of  reductions  now.  In  the  next 
place,  the  Senate  will  be  frightened  from  its 
propriety  by  a  balance-sheet  showing  that  we 
shall  leave  the  Government  in  the  Inrch  if  we 
dismiss  any  more  revenue. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  aak  my  friend, 
as  his  point  seems  to  be  that  we  cannot  make 
this  internal  revenue  amendment  without  pat- 
ting the  House  in  the  attitude  of  opposing  as 
on  the  ground  that  we  have  transcended  oar 
rights,  first,  whether  he  thinks  that  the  Hooae 
bill  abolishing  the  duty  upon  tea  and  coffee  is 
a  revenue  bill  in  the  constitutioDal  sense? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  will  answer  my  friead 
with  pleasure.  His  question  is  one  whick  it 
was  recently  my  duty  to  consider,  and  con- 
sider in  the  light  of  the  judment  of  abler  m«&- 
hers  of  the  Senate,  when  I  had  the  honor  to 
be  a  member  of  a  conference  committee.  My 
own  judgment  is  that  the  House  is  wrong  ia 
its  assertion  of  prerogative ;  that  the  Sen&te 
has  a  right  to  dismiss  a  tax  by  a  bill  of  its  owl, 
and  that  in  so  doine  the  Senate  does  not  ori- 
ginate a  revenue  bill.  That  is  my  judgment. 
That  is  the  position  which  I  united  with  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  and  the 
honorable  Senator  from  California  in  maia- 
tainine.  We  failed.  We  met  a  committee 
f^om  the  House  sternly  the  other  way,  and  the 
House  maintains  the  contrary. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then,  if  I  nnderstaod 
my  honorable  friend,  the  House  maintain  ihai 
this  tea  and  coffee  bill  which  they  have  sent 
us  is  a  revenue  bill  in  the  constitutional  sense. 

Mr.  CONKLING.    So  I  understand. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  being  so,  then  the 
Constitution  certainly  says  that  we  may  pro- 
pose amendments  to  this  bill  as  to  other  bilU. 
This,  then,  in  their  sense  being  a  reTeoae 
bill,  we  may  propose  on  it  by  amendment, 
under  the  Constitution,  to  increase  or  diminish 
the  revenue  of  the  country  in  any  way  we 
think  it  right,  may  we  not? 

Mr.  CONKLING.    I  have  no  doabt  of  it 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  we  can  go  for  this 
without  embarrassing  the  House  on  that  qaca- 
tion. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  So  I  have  been  argaiog. 
but  not  I  fear  arguing  clearly.  I  am  oblig<^ 
to  my^  friend  jfor  making  it  clear.  My  posi* 
tion,  like  the  Senator's,  is  that  we  have  aright 
to  amend  tbis  bill  ttd  libitum.  If  it  is  uat  a 
revenue  bill,  certainly  we  have  a  right  u> 
amend  it.  If  it  is  a  revenue  bill,  certainW  we 
have  a  right  to  amend  it,  because  the  Constim- 
tion  in  express  terms  says  we  may.  I  decy 
all  distinction  between  amending  the  bill  by 
dismissing  an  internal  tax,  and  amending  it 
by  dismissing  another  tax. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  agree  to  that  entirely. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  And  I  shall  be  support-  • 
ed  by  the  Seaator  from  Vermont  and  by  every 
other  lawyer  when  I  sa^  that  it  is  no  less-th&o 
absurd  to  admit  our  right  to  amend  by  dis- 
missing customs  duties,  and  yet  deny  our  right 
to  amend  by  dismissing  internal  taxes. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  is  a  fact. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  is  my  position,  and 
I  apprehend  no  difficulty  on  such  a  point.  My 
fear  is,  that  Senators  are  to  be  be^iled  into 
suffering  a  revenue  bill  dismissing  $30,000, OiiO 
to  escape  from  their  hands,  relying  upon  see- 
ing a  bill  from  the  House  in  reference  to  inter- 
nal taxes,  when  the  very  bill  we  are  acting 
on  may  prevent  the  House  from  seiidiog  as 
any  r.eduction  of  internal  taxes. 

If  we  want  to  insure  reduction  of  internal 
taxes  after  all  the  reductions  we  have  made  uf 
customs  duties,  the  time  is  now.  Now  is  the 
day,  and  now  is  the  hour.  This  bill  has  Ken 
swollen  to  such  an  extent  that  if  it  goes  to  the 
House,  the  House  mi^  take  us  at  our  word 
and  say,  '  ^  We  have  done  all  that  can  be  done  at 
this  session  in.  lifting  the  burdens  from  tbe 
shoulders  of  American  industry." 

On  the  other  hand,  suppose  we  adopt  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  mm  Pennsylvania, 
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(I  adxnit,  of  coarae)  that  the  matter  of  amoaat 
is  not  affected  in  fact  b^  making  it  one  bill,  or 
putting  it  in  separate  bills,)  bat  if  we  insert  in 
this  bill  a  redaction  of  internal  taxes,  and  it 
goes  to  the  House,  the  Ways  and  Means  Com- 
mittee has  the  whole  subject  before  it;  and  if 
the  House  will  agree  to  a  total  redaction  of 
only  ^80,000,000  they  can  distribute  that  re- 
daction between  customs  duties  and  internal 
taxes  as  they  see  fit;  whereas  if  we  confine 
the  bill  to  the  $80,000,000  reduction  that  we 
have  made  now,  and  send  it  to  the  House  and 
the  Hoase  concnrs  in  it,  we  haVe  done  in  a 
moment  what  we  may  repent  at  leisure. 

I  speak  to  no  Senator  whose  constituents 
will  Dot  hear  with  indignation  the  tidings  that 
tea  and  coffee  have  been  exempted  from  all 
daty,  that  half  the  duties  have  been  cast  awsnr 
upon  the  schedule  which  has  just  been  added, 
ten  per  cent,  upon  another  schedule,  and  a  great 
body  of  articles,  luxuries  and  others,  placed 
upon  the  free  list,  while  the  people  are  still 
to  be  subjected  to  the  espionage  connected 
with  internal  taxes,  and  the  maintenance  of  the 
internal  revenue  system  with  its  present  estab- 
lishment of  officers  and  agents. 

Leave  internal  taxes  standing,  and  there  is 
no  State  in  which  we  shall  not  be  met  with  in- 
dignation, and  just  indignation.  Everybody 
knows  that  war  taxes  can  be  abolished^  and 
everybody  knows  they  ought  to  be.  Let  us 
keen  the  staff  in  onr  hands.  If  Senators  are 
resay,  as  some  of  them  have  assured  us,  to 
add  a  dismissal  of  internal  taxes  to  the  reduc- 
tion proposed  already  by  the  bill,  the  happiest 
time  is  now.  This  is  the  golden  hour.  Now 
we  can  make  it  certain;  hereafter  we  may 
lose  it. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  says  that 
this  amendment  is  not  sufficiently  perfected. 
It  is  a  brief  task  to  perfect  it;  it  may  easily 
be  ready  in  the  morning.  He  attempted  to 
point  out  its  defects.  I  did  not  think  ne  suc- 
ceeded. He  said  that  provision  must  be  made 
in  reference  to  carrying  the  new  law  into  exe- 
cution. Cannot  that  be  done  in  a  separate 
act?  Very  likely  some  provision  may  be 
necessary  aboat  consolidating  the  districts. 
Cannot  Uiat  await  a  separate  act,  which  woald 
follow  as  a  matter  of  course  without  opposi- 
tion? 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  President  now  is  author- 
ized to  consolidate  districts. 

Mr.  GONELING.  My  honorable  friend 
from  Illinois  reminds  me  that  the  President  is 
authorized  now  to  consolidate  districts.  So  I 
understand,  but  if  any  one  insists  further  legis- 
lation is  necessary,  legislation  in  reference  to 
consolidating  the  whisky  tax  or  anything  else, 
put  it  in  this  bill,  or  if  this  is  not  convenient 
let  it  follow  in  another  to  which  no  objection 
would  be  made. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana  says 
the  amendment  of  my  friend  from  Pennsyl- 
vania may  include  licenses.  Very  likely;  and 
I  remind  both  Senators  that  if  licenses  are  to 
remain,  we  are  to  have  the  present  officials  to 
watch  and  collect  license  fees,  and  it  would 
cost  more  than  it  would  come  to,  as  I  under- 
stand the  facts.  Nobody  is  more  competent 
than  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  adjust 
the  amendment  in  this  respect  also  if  need  be. 
I  feaif  I  have  been  tedious  enough  already  to 
afford  him  the  time  necessary  to  perfect  his 
amendment,  if  it  needs  perfection.  But  if  it 
be  necessary  to  let  the  question  go  over  till  to- 
morrow, so  be  it.  To-morrow  is  Good  Friday, 
and  a  motion  has  been  made  to  make  it  dies 
non  in  legislation.  Let  me  tell  my  honorable 
associates  here,  Episcopalians  and  all,  that 
there  is  no  better  use  to  which  Good  Friday 
can  be  devoted  than  making  an  honest,  proper, 
jast  provision  for  lifting  &om  the  hands  or 
labor  the  burdens  which  weigh  upon  them.  I 
am  ready  to  devote  Good  Friday  to  it  if  it  be 
needed.  An  adjournment  for  the  night  to 
perfect  this  amendment  is  an  easy  and  a  nat- 
ural thing,  if  it  cannot  be  perfected  before. 
Let  as  do  that|  and  not  let  slip  this  golden 


opportunity  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Indiana,  in  my  judgment,  may  wait  for  in  vain. 

Mr.  MORTON.     At  your  request. 

Mr.  GONKLING.  At  my  request  I  I  won- 
der at  my  friend  putting  that  at  me  again. 
Yes,  sir,  at  my  request;  but  when  this  bill  had 
different  proportions,  when  it  stood  as  it  stood 
the  day  before  yesterday,  with  the  free  list, 
free  tea  and  coffee,  and  nothing  else*  pending, 
I  said  to  that  Senator  that  we  could  let  the  duty 
on  tea  and  coffee  *^  stand  not  upon  the  order 
of  its  going,  but  go  at  once,*'  and  untie  the 
men  who,  arrested  oy  uncertainty  and  suspense, 
were  groaning  every  day  under  the  injury  in- 
flicted upon  them.  The  honorable  Senator 
returns  to  me  now  the  suggestion  that  I  made 
to  him  touching  the  bill  as  it  was  then — now 
when  it  has  swollen  till  I  say  again  if  it  passes 
no  other  bill  is  likely  to  present  to  him  the  oppor- 
tunity of  dismissing  internal  taxes.  I' know 
there  is  another  revenue  bill  here  from  the 
House  touching  coal  and  salt.  Bear  in  mind 
the  question  is  the  same  as  to  amending  that. 
It  is  not  a  bit  better  bill  to  amend  than  this ; 
nor  can  we  have  a  better  bill  until  the  House 
of  Representatives  originate  that  bill,  which 
by  its  financial  organ  it  has  already  published 
to  the  world  it  is  not  likely  to  originate  by  say- 
ing virtualljr  that  the  needs  of  the  Government 
do  not  admit  of  it. 

Tnis  is  not  a  matter  of  parliamentary  advan- 
tage or  le|;erdem'ain .  It  is  matter  o f  substance. 
The  pendmg  measure  is,  is  my  judgment,  the 
hinge  of  the  whole  subject  for  this  session. 
The  danger  is  apparent  that  if  the  House  of 
Representatives  and  the  Senate  concur  in  dis' 
missing  thirty  millions  and  something  more 
from  the  revenue,  my  friend  behind  met  [Mr. 
Garpbntbb,]  who  has  sustained  these  adaitions 
b^  his  vote,  and  his  constituents  of  Wiscon- 
sin, will  wait  until  the  snow  flies  in  another 
December  before  they  will  have  the  opportun- 
ity of  trying  the  question  of  a  reduction'  of 
internal  taxes.  If  Senators  mean  this,  if 
they  are  ready  to  accept  it,  if,  knowing  that 
of  which  they  have  been  apprised  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
of  the  House,  thev  are  ready  to  take  the  posi- 
tion that  we  will  begin  and  end  the  matter  of 
reducing  taxes  for  this  session  with  this  bill 
as  it  is,  Bob^it.  ' 

It  is  said  that  everybody  knows  more  than 
anybody,  and  the  Senate  is  not  likely  to  be 
mistaken.  When  its  judgment  is  pronounced 
I  shall  bow  to  it  with  deference;  but  let  us  in 
time  guard  against  the  delusion  that  we  can 
thus  acquit  ourselves  upon  this  branch  of  the 
subject  and  yet  leave  the  future  as  sure  of 
further  legislation  as  it  would  have  been  had 
the  bill  remained  as  it  was  when  I  made  the 
appeal  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  President,  the  question  is  one  of  dollars 
and  cents  and  dry  arithmetic ;  and  when  we 
add  million  after  million,  until  we  reach  the 
limit  believed  in  by  the  House,  it  will  not  do 
to  rest  upbn  past  probabilities,  safe  enough 
as  the  bill  was  three  or  four  days  ago,  but 
unsafe  now  after  the  changes  made. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  am  glad  to  find  that  there 
is  such  an  anxiety  to  repeid  the  internal  taxes. 
I  am  somewhat  surprised,  however,  to  find  the 
Senator  from  New  York  believing  that  this  is 
^he  last  oijportunity  we  shall  have  for  that  pur- 
pose. It  is  but  a  day  or  two  since,  as  he  says, 
that  he  was  utterly  opposed  to  putting  upon 
this  bill  any  amendment  which  would  affect 
internal  taxation,  thinking  that  we  should  have 
another  opportunity  to  do  that ;  but  now  he 
says  great  changes  have  taken  place.  What 
are  those  changes  which  have  taken  place  since 
that  time?  We  had  then  put  on  the  free  list. 
The  Senate  afterward  voted  to  put  on  the  ten 
per  cent,  reduction  section,  the  second  section 
of  the  Finance  Committee  s  bill.  Since  that 
time  a  part  of  the  first  section  of  their  bill  has 
been  put  on.  That  reduces  the  daty  on  salt. 
It  is  the  salt  that  has  got  into  this  business 
that  makes  this  change  in  opinion  here. 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Tes,  if  the  Senator  will 


allow  me  a  moment,  that  one  item  makes  a 
difference  of  $750,000  annually — the  one  item 
he  sneaks  of 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  whole  of  the  first  sec- 
tion that  has  been  put  into  this  bill,  according 
to  the  most  liberal  estimates  made  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  only  reduces 
the  revenue  $4,000,000 — thirty-seven  hundred 
and  some  odd  thousand  dollars,  leaving  out 
tea  and  coffee.  The  Senator  from  New  York, 
as  I  thought,  agreed  with  me  that  there  was 
no  danger  in  reducing  the  duties  even  up  to 
$60,000,000 ;  that  the  revenues  would  overrun 
the  estimates.  He  agreed  with  me  that  we 
should  not  lose  one  dollar  by  the  ten  per  cent, 
reduction  contemplated  by  the  second  section. 
He  insisted  that  that  estimate  of  $8,000,000 
should  be  left  out  of  the  calculation  entirely, 
and  the  Senator  agreed  with  me  that  there  was 
no  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  reduc- 
tion contemplated  Dy  all  these  clauses.  Taking 
that  into  the  question  there  has  been  this  addi- 
tional section,  the  first  section  in  part  adopted 
which  will  make  a  reduction  of  the  revenue 
of  over  thirty-seven  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

And  now  comes  the  extreme  danger  that  if 
we  do  not  embrace  this  opportunity  to  repeal 
the  internal  taxes,  it  will  not  be  aone  at  all. 
I  have  been  anxious  from  the  first  that  this 
should  be  a  complete  revenue  bill.  I  argued 
last  week,  I  argued  on  Tuesday  of  this  week 
that  there  was  no  constitutional  objection  to 
putting  into  this  bill  amendments  repealing 
internal  taxes  as  well  as  customs  duties,  but 
I  was  met  with  suggestions  that  there  were 
doubts  about  that  question  in  the  House,  that 
there  were  scruples  over  there,  and  it  would 
complicate  and  endanger  the  whole  bill.  I 
thought  there  was  no  foundation  for  these 
scruples,  and  I  was  confirmed  in  my  opinion 
when  the  senior  Senator  from  Illinois  after- 
ward came  forward  and  offered  to  put  on  the 
bill  repealing  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  an 
amendment  repealing  the  duties  on  salt. 

But,  Mr.  President,  if  it  be  the  desire  of 
the  Senate  to  go  forward,  as  I  first  hoped  it 
would  do,  and  repeal  the  internal  taxes,  I 
am  prepared  to  go  with  it.  I  see,  howevei, 
that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  will  not  be  taken  in  its  present 
form.  It  goes  too  far.  I  want  that  amend- 
ment to  be  right.  I  want  to  repeal  as  much 
as  we  ought  to  repeal  and  no  more.  I  am 
not  in  favor  of  repealing  taxes  that  are  now 
due  and  collectable.  I  am  in  favor  of  abol- 
ishing those  that  are  yet  to  fall  due  where  it 
is.  ]proper  to  abolish  them  ;  but  to  go  back  to 
an  income  tax  already  due,  a  tax  of  last  year, 
I  think  is  going  too  far.  The  country  does 
not  desire  it  and  will  not  thank  us  for  it, 
except  those  who  may  be  personally  shielded 
from  the  payment  of  that  tax.  Let  us  act  in  this 
matter  as  rational,  intelligent  men,  not  legis- 
lating for  a  single  purpose  or  to  defeat  a  single 
purpose,  but  to  complete  a  comprehensive  and 
judicious  measure. 

This  income  tax  is  gone  in  the  future.  Let 
tis  take  off  those  internal  taxes  that  we  can 
take  off  and  ought  to  take  off.  Take  off  all 
stamps ;  take  off  the  tax  on  gas,  and  one  or 
two  of  the  special  taxes  that  might  require  us 
to  retain  some  of  the  present  complicated 
machinery ;  leave  the  tax  on  banks  and  bank- 
ers, a  tax  of  which  there  is  no  complaint,  which 
they  are  not  asking  us  to  take  off.  to  which  no 
bank  so  far  as  I  know  has  made  objection, 
which  it  is  not  to  the  interest  of  the  national 
banks  to  have  taken  off,  which,  if  taken  off, 
would  be  a  source  of  clamor  and  of  unpopu- 
larity that  they  would  not  desire  to  court  to 
bring  upon  themselves.  Let  us  make  ihe  meas- 
ure what  it  ought  to  be,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
breaking  it  down.  And  when  I  find  these 
sudden  and  remarkable  changes  of  view  in 
regard  to  great  questions  because  a  particular 
action  of  the  Senate  is  had  upon  a  certain 
other  measure,  I  am  ready  to  distrust  their 
wisdom.    I  think  perhaps  they  are  too  much 
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the  result  of  impulse  rather  than  of  delibera- 
tion. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator,  on  the  question  of  our  right  to  make 
this  amendment,  whether  there  can  be  any 
doubt,  inasmuch  as  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives say  that  this  kind  of  a  bill  is  the  very 
bill  that  is  a  revenue  bill  ?  They  refused  to 
act  upon  our  bill  repealing  certain  internal 
taxes  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  a  revenue 
bill.  Now  they  send  us  a  bill  of  exactly  the 
kind  that  they  say  is  a  revenue  bill.  Can  there, 
therefore,  be  any  questionthat  they  will  retire 
upon  their  own  record? 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  my  friend  had  been  here 
all  the  time  during  Uie  progress  of  this  discus- 
sion, he  would  have  heard  me  argue,  perhaps 
half  a  dozen  times,  that  there  was  notning  m 
that  objection. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  not  my  point. 
We  all  understand  that  there  is  nothing  in  the 
objection ;  but  can  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives sav  that  there  is  anythin|;  in  the  objection 
when  this  is  the  identical  kind  of  bill  which 
they  asserted  was  a  revenue  bill? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  think  they  cannot;  but 
it  has  been  urged  upon  me  by  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  and  by  numerous  other 
Senators  on  this  floor,  that  there  were  peculiar 
notions  in  the  House  on  this  subject,  and  that 
if  we  put  in  any  amendment  repealing  a  single 
internal  revenue  tax,  when  the  bill  went  back 
to  the  House  the  House  would  not  strike  out 
that  section  as  they  might  do,  but  it  would  be 
a  question  of  order,  and  the  whole  bill  would 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  House  hasUken  no 
such  ground. 

Mr.  MORTON.  That  was  the  argument  of 
my  friend  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  state  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Vermont  that  members  of  the  House, 
whom  I  will  not  name  here  because  it  would 
be  improper,  but  for  whose  opinion  he  has 
sincere  respect,  prominent  members  of  the 
House,  take  the  position  that  these  two  clauses 
of  the  Constitution  must  be  construed  so  as  to 
give  both  of  them  aa  effective  meaning.  They 
have  the  power  to  originate  a  revenue  bill; 
we  have  tne  power  to  propose  amendments. 
They  claim  that  the  construction  put  upon  the 
latter  clause  by  the  Senate  would  make  utterly 
nu^tory  that  whole  provision.  This  is  their 
claim,  not  mine.  They  say  that  when  a  propo- 
sition is  sent  here  to  affect  customs  duties,  the 
utmost  we  can  do  is  to  propose  amendments 
which  are  in  strict  parliamentary  law,  under 
the  old  parliamentary  law,  the  law  in  force  at 
the  time  the  Constitution  was  framed,  ger- 
mane to  the  subject-matter 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Now  let  me  tell  the  Sen- 
ator that  there  never  was  any  such  parliament- 
ary law ;  that  the  parliamentary  law  when  the 
Constitution  was  made  was  just  as  it  is  now ; 
that  you  can  propose  in  a  parliamentary  sense 
any  amendment  to  any  bill. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  should  like  to  finish 
my  sentence.  I  am  not  stating  my  opinion, 
but  I  am  stating  the  opinion  of  these  gentle- 
men whom  the  Senator  respects.  Let  him  eo 
and  converse  with  them  and  have  long  talks 
with  them,  as  I  have  had.  I  do  not  think 
myself  there  is  any  limit  to  our  power  to 
amend. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  me  tell  the  Senator 
that  if  any  member  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives asserts  that  if  they  send  us  a  bill 
which  they  sav  is  a  revenue  bill,  we  cannot 
amend  that  bill  in  any  respect  that  we  please, 
then  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  have  no  respect 
for  his  opinion.  I  do  not  believe  the  Sena- 
tor correctly  understands  anybody  who  asserts 
such  a  thing.  The  only  public  information 
that  we  have  is  that  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives say  that  we  cannot  originate  a  bill  that 
repeals  taxes,  for  the  reason  that  a  bill  that 
repeals  taxes  is  a  revenue  bill  under  the  Con- 
stitution. Now,  they  send  us  a  bill  repealing 
taxes,  the  very  bill  that  they  say  is  a  revenue 


bill,  and  then  the  Constitution  says,  and  thev 
have  not  said  otherwise,  and  they  never  will, 
that  we  may  amend  it  as  we  like. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire,  if  it  is  in  my  power, 
to  accept  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  to  the  amendment  which  I 
offered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  can 
do  that. 

•  Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  suggest  to  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  to  add  after  ''  banks ''  the 
word  *'  bankers  ;*'  so  as  to  read  '^  banks,  bank- 
ers, and  banking." 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Let  me  read  to  my  friend 
what  I  propose  as  a  substitute  if  I  have  per- 
mission to  do  so  afler  accepting  his  amend- 
ment. I  had  hoped  to  avul  myself  of  a  sec- 
tion which  was  prepared  carefully  for  the 
purpose  of  repealing  these  taxes,  but  unfortu- 
nately it  is  not  now  within  'reach  ;  and  as  the 
best  substitute  for  getting  the  best  language  to 
reach  it,  I  recur  to  the  resolution  offered  a  few 
mornings  ago  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  Morrill,  1  intended  to  reach  this  pur- 
pose, which  I  think  will  obviate  all  the  objec- 
tions that  have  been  made,  and  I  will  offer  as 
an  amendment  the  following  which  I  will  read 
so  that  my  friend  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edmunds] 
can  see  whether  it  reaches  his  purpose : 

That  the  internal  revenue  laws  now  in  fore^  im- 
posinir  taxes,  as  follows:  the  tax  on  illumlnatinff 
gna,  the  ineome  tax,  the  taxes  imposed  bj  section 
one  hundred  and  ten  of  the  aot  entitled  *'Aq  aot  to 
provide  internal  revenue  to  support  the  Govern- 
ment, to  pay  interest  on  the  pablic  debt,  and  for 
other  purposes/'  approved  June  90,  1884,  m  sutMe- 
quently  amended,  except  the  tax  on  banks  and 
bankers,  and  the  laws  imposing  taxes  payable  by 
stamps,  excepting  snch  as  relate  to  distiilea  spirits, 
fermented  liquors,  and  tobaooo,  snuff,  mad  oigart,  be. 
and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  tax  imposed  by  sec- 
tion one  hundred  and  ten  is  the  tax  on  bankers 
and  banks. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Therefore  I  except  that  out 
of  the  operation  of  the  repeal. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  repeals  sec- 
tion one  hundred  and  ten. 

Mr.  SCOTT.    Except  as  to  this  tax. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  whole  of  section  one 
hundred  and  ten  relates  to  that  tax. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  drew  this  amendment  hastily 
at  my  seat  for  the  purpose  of  tesfing  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  upon  it  I  do  not  wish,  certainly, 
as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  or 
as  a  member  of  the  Senate^  to  introduce  any 
ill-advised  or  hasty  legislation  j  but  this  is  an 
important  point,  upon  which  it  is  important 
that  the  sense  of  the  Senate  should  be  tested, 
and  if  we  can  test  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to- 
night, if  it  is  in  favor  of  this  amendment,  I 
shall  myself  move  to  reconsider,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  time  to  adjourn  and  perfect  it 
before  we  pass  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  has 
modified  his  proposition. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  hear  it 
reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  move  an  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  to  strike  out  the  income  tax  from 
this  amendment,  I  understand  that  the  income 
tax  has  expired,  but  there  is  a  portion  of  it 
due  already,  and  the  amendment  of  the  Senatoi^ 
from  Pennsylvania  is  to  repeal  that. 

Mr.  CONELING.  In  what  sense  does  the 
Senator  mean  "  due  already  7^' 

Mr.  BLAIR.  It  has  been  assessed  and  is 
in  process  of  collection  now. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Assessed  in  May  and 
paid  afler  that.  It  is  just  like  any  other  cur- 
rent tax. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  At  any  rate  my  amendment 
reaches  that  point  I  do  not  wish  those  who 
have  income,  and  who  are  therefore  wealthy 
people,  and  who  are  better  able  to  pay  taxes 
than  anybody  else  in  this  country,  to  be  re- 
lieved, while  taxes  are  imposed  on  the  com- 
munity at  large,  and  while  enormous  taxes  are 
being  collected  from  our  poorest  people. 

Mr.  HILL.    I  shall  not  know  how  to  vote 


upon  the  modified  propomtion  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  as  I  caught  it  in  hearing  it 
read.  It  seems  to  embrace  a  aeries  of  taxes 
embraced  by  a  particular  act  I  ahoald  have 
to  have  that  act  before  me  so  as  to  see  how  fitr 
it  goes.  It  embraces  too  much  for  me  to  act 
on  it  now.  I  do  not  know  how  to  vote.  I  do 
not  know  how  it  is  with  the  reftiaiader  of  the 
Senate ;  but  I  confess  my  own  ignorance  as 
to  the  particular  laxes  imposed  by  that  special 
statute  which  is  referred  to,  and  I  shoold  hke 
to  examine  it 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  was  mistaken  in  saying  that 
the  section  which  I  supposed  was  in  the  Sen- 
ate was  not  here.  I  am  iavored  with  it  now^ 
and  that  section  relates  entirelr  to  the  tax  on 
banks  and  bankers,  so  that  the  amendment 
carefully  prepared  would  strike  oat  the  refer- 
ence to  the  section.  I  modify  the  amend- 
ment  so  as  to  read: 

That  on  and  after  the  first  day  of  July,  UTS.  the 
taxes  hereinafter  specified,  imposed  by  iatsrail 
revenue  laws  now  m  foree  be.  and  the  same  art 
hereby,  repealed,  namely :  the  tax  on  illuminatuiff 
gas.  the  income  tax,  the  tax  on  banks  ^nd  baaken. 
ana  all  taxes  payable  by  stamps,  exoeptins  raeh  as 
relate  to  distilled  spirits,  fermeaMd  Ilqaon,  and 
tobacco,  snnir,  and  oisars. 

It  will  be  necessary  in  order  to  include  the 
income  tax  to  say  that  that  repeal  shall  take 
effect  immediately. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  to  insert  af^r  the  word 
*'  bankers,''  the  word  '*  banking:"  so  as  to  read 
<<  banks,  bankers,  and  banking.'* 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  tiie  Senate  are  de- 
termined to  legblate  on  a  qnestion  of  this 
importance  at  this  period,  they  must  take 
time  to  do  it.  This  section  was  prepared  as 
one  of  a  aeries  of  sections  in  regard  to  inter- 
nal revenue,  and  it  was  prepared  to  repeal 
the  taxes  intended  to  be  repealed,  and  it 
specifies  tixem.  My  friend  from  Pennsylvania 
in  his  hurry  reading  it,  I  think,  oTerlooks  the 
scope  of  it : 

That  on  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  Jaly.  1872,  the 
taxes  hereinafter  specified,  imposed  by  internal  rer- 
enue  laws  now  in  force  be,  and  the  same  axe  hereby. 

the 

the 

rereoac 

interest  on  tht 

irppreved  Jane 

except  the  tax 

I  understand  he  desires  to  strike  that  oot 
now — 

and  all  taxes  poorable  by  stamps,  exeeptuis  each 

as  relate  to  distilled  spirits,  fermented  liqaon,  aad 
tobacco,  snuff,  and  oigars. 

My  own  judgment  is  that  if  the  Senate  are 
determined  to  act  upon  these  taxes  to-night,  this 
amendment  to  repeal  the  tax  on  illnminaUng 
gas  and  the  tax  imposed  by  stamps  wonld  repeal 
all  internal  taxes  except  the  tax  on  banks  and 
bankers,  the  residuum  pf  the  income  tax,  and 
the  taxes  on  spirits,  tobacco,  and  beer.  Bat 
while  I  make  these  observations  let  me  remind 
Senators  that  this  repeal,  unaccompanied  bj 
full  and  detailed  legislation,  wonld  be  the  most 
foolish  course  that  could  possibly  be  adopted. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  give  us  the  detailed 
legislation. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    How  can  we  7 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Propose  it 

Mr.  CONELING.  If  my  honorable  friend 
will  pardon  me,  he  can  do  it  on  this  bill,  or  if 
there  is'no  time  now  he  can  do  it  in  a  separate 
bill,  which  will  follow  as  a  matter  of  course. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  impossible  to  legis- 
late on  this  subject  without  having  ample  time. 
You  cannot  legislate  on  internal  taxes  without 
consolidating  tne  whisky  tax;  that  is  composed 
of  four  different  taxes,  all  of  which  must  be 
recited  and  specified,  and  the  rate  of  the  spirit 
tax  must  be  increased  correspondingly.  Uov 
can  you  legislate  on  these  internal  taxes,  leav- 
ing these  broken  threads  of  internal  revenue 
in  force,  without  having  long,  detsdled  legis- 
lation? The  Senator  asks  me  why  I  do  not 
propose  the  amendments  now  at  this  hour  of 
tKe  night  ^hy,  Mr.  President,  by  the  nnder* 
standing  of  the  Committed  on  Fuaance,  and  by 
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the  uDdMBtkodingof  UieHonta  ofRe^resent- 
fttivet,  aa  i  aappoaed,  tfaese  Bobjecta  of  inteniBl 
Usei  and  dntiea  irere  to  bs  oevered  and  sep' 
anted  from  each  other,  m  tbef  had  alwafa 
been  heratofore,  excaptin  oDei>artica1&roue. 

1  tmtt  the  Senate, therefore,  will  be  conicien- 
tioaa  aboat  this  matter,  and  BOt  pass  aajthing 
about  iuternal  reTenae  to-night.  If  thn  are 
det«rDU]ied  to  put  on  as  ameadment  of  this 
land,  I  Bhonld  desinan  Hdjonrnmeat.  If  m; 
boQorsble  friend  from  Nev  York  desires  as 
adjourDmenl,  to  defeat  the  cnatoms  bill  that 
has  alread;  practicallr  paBsed,  he  can  accom- 
ptish  that.  If  the  three  or  fonr  Senatora  here 
who  are  determined  to  make  lis  adjoam  at 
this  boar,  iraot  time  to  esaUine  a  bill  that  has 
already  been  arreed  upon,  be  it  so. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  my  friend  patdoa 
me  a  moment,  not  upon  this  point,  bnt  another 
which  hojnat  leflf  I  do  not  aoderitand  what 
the  Senator  means  by  telling  us  that  if  we 
repeal  certain  taxes  and  say  Bxpressly  that  we 
do  not  repeal  any  taxes  retatioB  to  whisky 
we  shoDld  leave  four  taxes,  which  would  re- 
quire to  be  couBolidated  any  more  after  the 
other  taxes  are  repealed  than  they  do  now. 
Now  upon  the  other  point,  If  the  Senator  will 
allow  me,  I  do  not  wish  any  time  except  that 
time  which  is  Deeessary  to  perfect  t^is  bill. 
That  lime  I  do  wish,  and  I  am  persuaded,  as 
I  said  when  the  Senator  was  not  in  his  seat, 
that  if  this  bill  passes  fTDm  nsand  isconcurred 
in  by  the  Hoose  of  Representaiivea  he  and  I 
shall  get  no  time  npon  a  bill  which  the  Hoose 
is  to  orijtinate  when  we  can  repeal  internal 
lAxes.  Iherefbre,  1  want  an  adjourament  if 
necMsarj  to  perfect  the  bill,  bnt  of  coorse  I 
do  not  want  time  merely. 

Mr.  SHGRU AN.  I  heard  eTery  word  that 
the  Senator  said.  The  idea  that  we  shall  not 
have  an  opportnnily  to  repeat  these  internal 
taxes,  with  all  due  deference  to  my  friend 
from  New  York,  is  simply  a  palpable  error. 
The  Senator  himself  early  this  day,  and  on  a 

SreTions  day,  said  we  were  to  have  sixty  mii- 
ons  of  surplus  revenue.  I  felt  that  he  was 
drawing  the  bow  rather  loo  long.  ¥ittj  mil- 
lions is  a  fair  eititnnte,  and  passing  the  bill  as 
it  is  we  have  twentv  millions  left. 

Mr.  TRUUBULL.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  ollov  me  to  inquire  whether  Utere  are 
not  several  other  bills  here  on  which  this 
amendment  coald  be  moved  as  well  as  this? 

Hr.  8BERUAN.  Oh,  yes.  There  is  do 
more  doubt  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
will  give  DS  the  opportunity  to  pass  all  proper 
and  carefully  prepared  legislation  in  regard  to 
inlemal  taxes  than  that  we  are  here. 

Mr.  TKOMBDLL.  We  have  the  coal  and 
salt  and  other  bills  here,  have  we  not? 

Mr.  SHBHUAN.  Yes.  To  doubt  it  is 
t4>  suppose  that  we  would  neglect  the  most 
iwporlant  duty  of-th'e  session.  I  suppose 
nobody  contemplates  it.  Is  it  courteous  to  the 
House  of  Repreeentatives,  who  have  this  mat- 
ter now  noder  consideration,  who  by  their 
committee  have  carefully  elaborated  amend- 
menU  to  on  internal  tax  bill,  for  us  to  thrust 
this  confessedly  imperfect  legislation  into  this 
tariff  bill  7  The  Senator  does  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  delay.    He  denrea  delav,  I  suppose,  to 

fectly  willing  to  agree  to  that.  I  do  not  want 
to  force  the  matter. 

Hr.  POMBROY  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.   CONELINO.     I   oak  the  Senator  to 

r'etd  to  me  for  a  moment  if  he  is  not  in  haste, 
wieh  to  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  for  a 
moment  on  two  or  three  points. 

Mr.  POUEROY.    Tet?  well. 

Ur.  CONKLINO.  The  Senator  fromOhio 
wants  to  know  if  it  is  eonrteous.  Yea,  sir; 
and  I  will  tell  him  exactly  how  cointeous  it 
is :  jnat  as  eoorteons  as  it  is  when  the  Honse 
is  working  also  on  a  tariff  bill  to  thrust  that 
at  them.    So  nach  for  that. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois  thinks  he  helps 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  by  reminding  him  that 
there  are  other  bills  on  which  we  can  put  tkia 


amendment  aa  well  as  this  one.  Let  me  an- 
swer that,  lest  it  may  mislead  somebody.  If 
we  send  ^is  bill  to  the  House,  and  the  House 
acta  upon  it  and  accepts  it,  the  money  la  gone 
fh>m  the  Treaaair,  and  then  to  pot  the  amend- 
ment on  some  other  bill  ia  to  lockup  the  sta- 
ble after  the  horse  has  been  stolen.  So  maob 
for  that. 

One  ether  thing.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
aays  if  I  want  to  adjourn  he  is  ready  to  do  it, 
and  if  I  want  to  waste  time  I  think  he  almost 
said  he  was  read;  to  do  that.  I  do  not  want 
to  waste  a  miuate.  On  the  contrary,  I  want 
to  make  all  the  haote  we  can,  and  am  willinft 
for  one  tosit  hereuntil  thesun  riaes  to-morrow 
morning,  if  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  have 
this  bill  right.  1  do  not  want  to  be  so  econom- 
ical of  tim«  aa  to  do  a  foolish  thing,  or  to 
do  a  thing  which  will  aeem  foolish  to-raor- 
row.  I  do  not  want  the  Senate  here  with  a 
bare  qaorum  to  do  a  thing  which  the  Senate 
full,  npon  reflection,  would  not-  do  ;  and  least 
of  all  do  I  want  to  be  managed  into  a  predica- 
ment by  which  we  shall  be  left  for  the  session 
without  the  opportnuitj  of  reducing  internal 
taxes  1  becanse.  sir,  I  wish  to  go  a  little  farther 
than  I  have  gone  already,  althongh  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  ihoaght  there  might  be  a 
little  impulse  in  this.  I  wonld  rather  see  this 
tariff  and  every  part  of  it,  aa  it  waa  and  aa  it 
is,  fail,  than  to  lose  the  opportunity  of  amend- 
ing the  internal  revenue  system  of  the  coun- 
try. I  think  it  is  as  important  as  that.  There- 
fore I  want  now  to  put  the  amendment  on  the 
bill  that  the  House  of  Repreientativea  mat 
have  the  whole  thing  before  them,  to  go  with 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  and  myaelf  for  the 
sixty  millions  redaction  if  they  will ;  but 
if  they  will  only  go  for  twenty-eight  or  thir^ 
millions,  then  to  distribute  the  little  where  " 
ongbt  to  he.     That  is  my  policy. 

Hr.  POUEROY.  I  think  it  is  evident  that 
we  OQght  to  have  some  more  deliberation  on 
this  meaanre.  The  ch^rman  of  the  commit- 
tee ia  not  prepared  to  perfect  his  measure  if 
we  are  going  into  this  question. 

Mr.  SHERUAN.  I  do  not  wish  the  Sen- 
ator to  say  that.  The  meaanre  now  ie  ready 
for  passage,  fanl anew suhject-matter is  thrown 

Mr.  POMBROY.  I  am  talking  about  the 
new  subject-matter.  The  Senator  says  there 
is  not  time  to  arrange  it ;  that  if  we  are  going 
into  this  question  there  is  not  lime  nowto^ive 
it  that  deliberation  which  it  ought  to  receive. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  hope,  therefore,  the 
Senate  will  not  do  it. 

Hr.  ANTHONY.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Kansas  will  allow  me  a  word  before  he  makes 
the  motion  which  I  see  he  is  going  to  make. 
If  it  is  the  disposition  of  the  Senate  to  add  the 
repeal  of  internal  revenne  laxes  to  this  hill, 
then  I  think  it  ia  manifestly  pcoper  that  the 
bill  ahould  be  recommitted  to  the  Finance 
Committee,  that  the  appropriate  detailed  legis- 
lation may  be  added  to  it. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  truat  uot. 

Ur.  ANTHONY.  Therefore,  I  should  like 
to  take  the  senee  of  the  Senate,  first  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  and 
if  that  should  be  adopted,  then  the  bill  should 
be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Hr.  SHERMAN.     It  is  too  late  to  recom- 

Ur.  POMBROY.  If  we  adjourn  now,  we 
can  arrange  the  details  of  the  bill  very  easily 
between  now  and  noffn  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  the  Senator  will  yield 
to  me  for  a  mommt,  I  desire  to  say  just  one 
word.  If  this  amendment  is  to  be  persisted 
In  repealing  internal  taxes,  io  regard  to  which 
I  am  now  rejoiced  to  And  there  is  a  very  full 
appreciation,  the  amendment  ought  to  be  ma- 
tured. I  want  to  have  the  amendment  right, 
ao  that  there  shall  not  be  a  stumbling-block 
in  ^e  other  House.  I  never  thonabt  it  would 
tie  aatumhliog-block  in  the  other  House,  and 
I  shall  Tote  for  it.  At  theaametime,  I  do  not 
believe  Uiat  anything  can  be  done  between 


this  and  twelve  o'clock  to-morrow  that  will 
seriously  imperil  the  passage  of  the  bill.  I 
thick  we  all  nnderBtaiid  just  what  the  matter 
I  exactly.     Therefore,  I  am  witling  to 

POUBROV,  (at  eighto'elock  and  forty 
inui«s  p.  m.)    I  move  that  the  Senate  do 

Mr?TRUMBULL.    Ob,  n 


""is; 


e  bill. 


;  let  OS  Boiah 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  TheSeoatorftom 
Eansas  moves  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjonm, 

which  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  POMBROY  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered;  and  t>eing  taken, 
resulted — yeas  IS,  nays  27 ;  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Mewn.  Aleorn,  Blalr.  fionmnn,  CbMid- 
ier,  Cale.  CoakliDS.  Fan*  afMisliina.  Frelinihor- 
NH,  Gilbut,  Hitabooak.PoDietor.Scalt,  and  Slaw- 

''dAlfS-Menr-.  Ant 

Ci " 

F  lud,  UamUtoD  of  Inaa 

H  '«.  Eellon,  Losao,  Her 

ri  nrwwd.  SobBrUon.  Saw- 

f  huDbDll,  Wwt.  WUnn. 

i>,    Baysrd.    Brownlow, 

B  mcroD,  ClartoD,  Corbett, 

D  If  ConnectiBnt.  Flanuui. 

a  ellj.  L«iri>.  Uorrill  of 

M  inoa.  Pool,  Pratt,  Eam- 

tt  an.  SpBuBSr,    Spracne, 

Si  in.  Tipton.  Vnikgn,  and 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
again  recurs  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  as  modified. 

Mr.  HILL,  I  should  like  to  hear  the  modi- 
fication read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  read. 
Has  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  sent  up 
his  last  modification  T 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  believe  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Shkrnav]  has  it. 

Ur.  BLAIR.  I  desire  to  renew  my  amend- 
ment to  that  amendmenL 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  ao 
supposed.  As  soon  as  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  can  be  reported, 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  can  then  see  to 
what  part  of  it  be  wishes  his  amendment  to 
apply. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  suggest  that  the  question 
can  he  taken  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Hiasoari  aa  well  as  on  the  modified 
amendment,,  for  it  brings  up  squarely  the 
question  of  the  income  tax. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  As  first  read 
by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  theamend- 
ment  repealed  the  income  tax  after  the  1st  of 
July  ;  but  it  was  proposed  to  put  that  in  a 
separate  paragraph,  and  then  the  Senator 
fi«m  Missouri  moved  to  strike  out  that  addi- 
tional paragraph.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
nlvsnia  proposes  to  repeal  certain  taxea  on 
the  1st  of  July,  and  the  income  tax  from  and 
alter  tiie  paaa^^  of  thia  act,  and  ihe  Senator 
from  Hiaaonri  moves  toameod  the  amendment 
by  striking  out  that  part  of  it  in  relation  to 


their 


e  tax. 


Mr.  MORTON.  I  desire  to  aak  whether  a 
part  of  the  income  tax  has  not  been  paidf  I 
tinderetaad  all  that  falling  due  on  bonds  of 
corporations  has  already  been  paid,  was  token 
oat  when  the  interest  was  paid  under  the  law; 
so  that  if  we  repeal  the  tax  yet  unpaid,  we 
ought  to  provide  for  refunding  what  has  been 

Mr.  CONKLINO.  That  is  not  the  income 
tax. 

Hr.  HORTON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  PRBLINGHUYSBN.  I  undersUod 
that  that  part  of  the  amendment  does  not  take 
effect  until  the  1st  of  July, 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Seuator 
from  Pennsylvania  stated  that  he  ws»  going  to 
modify  it  ao  as  to  have  its  repeal  operate  at 

Ur.  SCOTT.  The  amendment  aa  now  mod- 
ified will  go  into  effect  on  the  Itt  of  July  for 
all  Other  taxea,  for  the  reason  that  there  are 
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stamps  on  hand  yet,  I  understaodi  which  would 
not  be  used  up  by  that  time  ;  and  as  to  the 
income  tax  the  provision  is,  **that  all  taxes 
upon  incomes  are  repealed  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act.'^ 

The  VICB  PRESIDENT.  And  that  part 
of  the  amendment  the  Senator  from  Missonri 
moves  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  move  to  strike  it  out  for  the 
reason  that  a  portion  of  that '  income  tax  has 
already  been  collected,  and  we  should  collect 
the  residue  or  return  what  has  already  been 
collected. 

Mr.  HILL.     Make  that  modification. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  will  not  make  that  modifi- 
cation .  I  am  in  favor  of  col  lecting  the  income 
tax  as  long  as  the  existing  law  requires  the 
collection ;  and  I  am  in  favor  of  it  because 
if  men  who  have  incomes  are  not  able  to  pay 
taxes,  I  do  not  see  why  we  should  make  others 
who  have  not  incomes  pay  them.  Certainly 
those  who  have  incomes,  the  wealthy  people 
of  this  country,  are  much  more  able  to  pay 
taxes  than  any  other  class.  I  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  my  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  prac- 
tical operation  of  repealing  the  income  tax 
at  the  present  moment.  The  income  that  is 
derived  from  all  the  railroads  of  the  country, 
railroad  bonds,  and  from  all  the  banks,  which 
is  usually  paid  on  the  1st  day  of  October  and 
the  Ist  day  of  April,  and  on  the  1st  day  of 
January  and  the  Isi  day  of  July,  has  already 
beeq  paid  and  taxed  to  every  owner.  There- 
fore, parties  whose  property  is  invested  in 
these  bonds  or  in  these  stocks  have  already 
paid  every  dollar  of  income  tax  which  can  be 
collected  from  them.  Now  it  is  proposed  to 
exempt  those  who  have  income  derived  from 
other  sources  from  the  payment  of  this  tax. 
I  think  it  is  only  necessary  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senate  to  this  fact  in  order  to  have 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  withdraw  his 
proposition,  because  we  have  already  acted 
once  at  this  session  to  restore  taxes  paid 
under  similar  circumstances. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  If  I  understand  the 
income  tax  law,  it  expired  on  the  Slst  of  De- 
cember last.  On  all  railroad  coupons  that 
have  been  payable  in  January,  February,  and 
March  last  the  income  tax  of  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  has  been  withheld  from  the  parties 
presentinffthose  coupons.  That  I  know  to  be 
a  fact.  Therefore,  parties  who  have  their 
property  in  railroad  bonds  have  paid  their 
income  tax,  while  parties  who  have  income 
derived  from  other  sources  have  not  done  so. 
Although  the  amount  they  have  paid  may  not 
have  passed  into  the  Treasury,  sUll  it  is  in  the 
hands  of  the  railroad  companies  already  as- 
sessed and  collected.  Therefore,  I  think  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  is  a  proper 
one  to  strike  out  that  clause  of  the  amend- 
ment and  let  the  income  tax,  now  past  due, 
be  paid  by  allpersons. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that 
taxes  have  been  collected  upon  coupons  and 
dividends  as  they  fell  dijie ;  bat  it  is  not  true 
in  the  broad  sense  here  stated  that  all  persons 
interested  in  those  railroads  and  banks  have  paid 
their  income  tax.  The  personal  income  tax 
of  stockholders  in  railroads  and  banks  has  to 
be  assessed  just  the  same  as  the  personal 
income  tax  ot  all  other  persons,  and  although 
it  is  now  in  process  of  assessment  it  will  not 
be  due  until  May.  Althoagh  the  taxes  upon 
coupons  and  dividends  were  paid  during  the 
year  1871/there  is  not  a  particle  more  inequal- 
ity in  now  releasing  those  who  have  yet  their 
personal  income  tax  to  pay  than  there  has 
been  during  the  whole  operation  of  the  income- 
tax  system  upon  various  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. It  has  been  an  unequal,  unjust,  and 
burdensome  tax  all  the  time,  and  the  people 
had  been  led  to  look  forward  to  the  repeal  of 
it  as  soon  as  this  Congress  assembled.  We 
haTC  decliped  to  do  so.    While  I  agree  that 


this  is  an  inequality,  one  that  I  should  be  glad 
to  remedy,  yet  I  am  still  willing  to  do  aa  much 
as  we  can  toward  removing  this  war  tax. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  want  to  give  an  illus- 
tration of  the  condition  of  the  income  tax  and 
then  see  whether  Senators  are  willing  to  put 
themselves  in  that  category.  A  poor  woman, 
whose  income  is  a  few  dollars  trom  railroad 
bonds  or  United  States  bonds  or  any  other 
bonds,  has  to  pay  an  income  tax  of  two  and 
a  half  per  cent.,  and  she  has  already  paid  an 
income  tax  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the 
whole  of  her  income  without  any  deduction. 
We  have  not  yef  paid  our  income  tax  upon  our 
salaries.    It  is  collectible  next  month. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Why,  Mr.  President, 
there  is  no  income  tax  on  salaries. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  .We  exempted  salaries  last 
year. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  pay  an  income  tax 
on  all  over  $2,000.  But  take  a  personal,  in- 
come derived,  from  business,  a  professional 
income;  say  the  income  of  a  lawyer. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.    Take  John  Jacob  Astor. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes;  take  John  Jacob 
Astor,  whose  income  is  derived  from  real 
estate.  He  has  not  paid  a  cent  of  income  tax 
for  1871.  The  income  tax  expired  by  limita- 
tion last  year ;  but  John  Jacob  Astor  yet  owes 
an  income  tax  for  that  year,  and  has  not  paid 
it.  Will  you  repeal  the  income  tax  as  to  him, 
and  leave  the  widow  and  those  whose  little 
means  have  been  invested  in  bonds,  securities, 
and  the  like  to  pay  the  tax  during  the  same 
period  without  refunding? 

This  shows  the  folly  of  attempting  to  legis- 
late at  this  hour  of  the  night  on  such  a  subject. 
I  do  trust  that  Senators  will  let  the  internal 
revenue  alone,  and  I  will  give  my  guarantee 
for  all  I  am  worth  in  the  world  that  they  will 
have  an  opportunity  during  this  session  to 
repeal  all  tne  internal  taxes  that  they  want  to 
repeal.  The  idea  of  legislating  at  this  hour 
of  the  nieht  about  so  important  a  matter  as 
the  repeal  of  the  income  tax  or  the  repeal  of 
internal  taxes,  or  the  repeal  of  the  stamp  tax, 
without  proper  qualifications  and  modifica- 
tions, seems  to  me  so  manifestly  wronff  that  the 
Senate  ought  not  to  act  upon  it.  I  will  not 
say  anything  more. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  cannot  quite  understand 
the  illustration  with  which  we  have  been 
favored  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  I  have 
heard  a  great  deal  said  about  bloated  monopo- 
lies and  all  that  kind  of  thing ;  but  this  is  the 
first  time  that  I  ever  heard  that  poor  widow 
women  and  washerwomen  were  particularly 
oppressed  by  our  taxing  railroads.  I  never 
knew  that  they  were  the  largest  stockholders 
in  those  enterprises.  I  think  John  Jacob 
Astor  would  be  just  as  likely  to  be  a  stock- 
holder in  a  railroad  as  a  washerwoman*.  I 
believe,  and  I  presume  the  Senate  generally 
think,  that  railroads  are  owned  by  the  rich.  I 
think  bonds  are  as  likely  to  be  in  the  hands 
of  rich  bondholders  as  in  the  hands  of  poor 
widow  women.  So  that,  so  &r  as  that  is  con- 
cerned, I  do  not  think  there  is  any  harm  in 
dropping  the  income  tax  on  personal  incomes 
because  the  '^bloated  monopolies''  have 
already  paid  their  part. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Before  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  proceeds,  the  Chair 
desires  to  know  whether  it  is  the  wish  of  the 
Senate  that  he  should  enforce  the  fourth  rule 
prohibiting  Senators  fro(b  speaking  more  than 
twice  in  the  same  debate. 

Several  Sbnatobs.    Yes ;  yes. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  have  not  got  through. 
[Laughter.] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
certainly  came  to  a  very  long  stop.  [Laugh- 
ter. 1 

Mr.  STEWART.  There  is  another  thing 
that  has  made  me  a  little  suspicious  on  this 
whole  subject.  I  have  tried  to  get  this  income 
tax  repealed  for  the  last  two  or  three  years, 
and  we  have  carried  the.  repeal  both  ber^  aofl. 


in  the  other  House,  but  we  never  could  get 
the  two  votes  together  so  as  to  get  rid  of  Uie 
tax.  It  always  just  failed  to  get  tbroogfa  it 
the  end  of  the  session,  and  we  were  always  left 
in  great  doubt.  Whenever  we  could  get  a 
square  vote  in  a  full  Senate  on  the  iDcometaz, 
we  voted  it  down,  bat  we  never  coald  get  rid 
of  it  I  believe  it  is  an  inquisitorial  tax,  ooe 
very  distasteful  to  the  American  people,  how- 
ever much  we  may  theorise  about  it  In  mj 
section  of  the  country  the  people  are  very 
much  opposed  to  it 

I  am  very  anxious,  furthermore,  that  this 
whole  internal  revenue  system  sfaonld  be  it- 
moved  so  fai*  as  is  practicable.  Oar  peoole 
do  not  like  a  large  number  of  officers  aoa  a 
large  number  of  tax-collectors.  Federal  tax- 
collectors  as  well  as  State  collectors.  Thej 
are  willing  to  bear  it  if  it  is  necessary ;  bat  it 
has  been  so  frequently  stated  to  them  that  it  is 
unnecessary  and  that  we  could  remove  it  if  ve 
wished  to  do  so,  that  if  we  make  any  mistake 
on  that  poiut)  we  shall  make  a  very  serioy 
mistake. 

I  do  not  know  how  much*  inflaence  the  Fed- 
eral officeholders  would  have  in  opposing  this 
when  they  receive  notice  that  they  are  to  lose 
their  places.  I  do.  not  know  how  mach  influ- 
ence they  will  bring  to  bear  in  delaying  tlie 
passage*  of  the  bill  in  the  House.  I  do  noi 
know  whether  every  member  of  the  House  ii 
really  in  earnest  to  get  rid  of  his  revenue  col- 
lector and  assessor  and  deputies.  I  do  sot 
know  whether  he  wants  to  get  rid  of  them  or 
not,  although  undoubtedly  he  will  be  inearoest 
in  telling  the  people  that  he  does  want  to  get 
rid  of  them.  But  I  do  not  want  to  give  anj 
Representative  an  excuse  to  go  before  bis 
people  and  say  that  it  was  placed  out  of  bis 
power  by  the  action  of  the  Senate  togethd 
of  these  officers.  If  it  be  a  fact  that  thecbsir 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Meaab, 
or  if  there  is  a  large  number  of  iofluential  men 
in  the  House  who  are  of  opinion  that  we  cao- 
not  reduce  more  than  $30,000,000  of  taxatioo. 
and  then  we  reduce  $30,000,000  in  this  tarif 
bill,  we  shall  be  charged  with  haviog  gone  sc 
far  on  the  Cariff  that  they  could  not  touch  tbe 
other  subject  of  the  internal  revenae. 

Mr.  FRELINGflUYSEN.  I  desire  ike 
attention  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  for  a  mc 
ment.  It  seems  to  me  very  clear  Uiatthis  Vi.. 
cannot  be  perfected  to-night,  and  it  ought  do: 
to  be  if  it  could  be.  If  there  is  a  dispoai^oi 
to  take  up  the  question  of  the  internal  rere 
nue  it  certainly  ought  to  have  a  great  deal  oj 
care  and  a  great  deal  of  attention.  I  aw^' 
not  vote  to  adjourn,  and  I  do  not  think  tbe 
Senate  will,  as  long  as  the  Senator  from  Obi'. 
says  he  desires  us  to  stay  here. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  I  can  test  the 
sense  of  the  Senate.  I  agree  with  the  Senator 
that  if  the  Senate  should  decide  to  put  4e 
internal  revenue  question  on  this  bill  we  ougbi 
not  to  finish  it,  and  I  shall  myself  then  rott 
to  adjourn;  but  I  take  it  the  Senate  will  ooi 
do  that,  and  all  I  desire  is  to  have  a  vote  oi 
the  question.  If  now,  without  further  debau 
the  Senate  indicate  a  purpose  to  attach  tbii 
internal  revenue  question  to  this  bill)  I  cer 
tainly  shall  not  be  in  favor  of  passing  i^ 
to-night. 

Several  Senators.    Let  us  vote. 

Mr.  STE  WART.    I  shall  occupv  the  attea; 
tion  of  the  Senate  bot  a  moment  longer.  1; 
we  are  to  have  a  reduction  of  taxes,  the  seosi 
ble  proposition  is  to  send  to  the  Hoose  a  prop 
osition  containing  all  the  taxes  we  are  wiilic» 
to  reduce.     Undoubtedly,  as  a  practical  !»** 
ness  question,  that  is  the  very  best  wa;  to  do 
it.     If  the  House  are  not  willing  to  receiTC :: 
as  a  practical  business  question,  bat  aregoi^B 
to  stand  on  their  dignity,  are  going  to  take'»b^ 
position  that  we  cannot  amend  a  revenue  bul* 
if  this  be  a  revenue  bill,  that  is  the  eod » 
our  action  on  this  question,  and  we  had  beuer 
know  at  once,  and  know  it  now,  and  knovi> 
before  we  pass  any  bill  they  want  as  to  pa&^ 
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the  coQBtitational  power  of  the  Senate  to 
amend  a  revenne  bill  is  going  to  be  denied 
by  the  House^  I  do  not  want  to  pass  any  of 
their  bills  until  that  question  is  setUed. 

If  it  be  true  that  we  cannot  amend  their  bills 
when  they  are  sent  here,  that  we  have  nothing 
bat  the  veto  power,  to  say  yes  or  no,  a  yeto  on 
their  legislation,  then  we  have  no  part  in  the 
legislation  of  the  country.  I  do  not  believe 
the  House  are  going  to  place  themselves  in 
any  such  absurd  position ;  but  if  they  do  we 
had  better  know  it  at  once,  and  I  would  rather 
know  it  when  we  have  before  us  a  bill  that  they 
want  us  to  pass.  I  would  rather  know  it  when 
we  have  the  free  tea  and  coffee  bill  before  us 
which  they  are  very  anxious  to  have  us  pass  ; 
and  I  think  with  this  bill,  with  free  tea  and 
coffee,  we  had  better  relieve  them  of  the  re- 
sponsibility of  suggesting  revenue  officers  to 
the  President.  It  seems  to  me  if  they  have 
the  whole  question  before  them,  the  customs 
duties,  the  internal  taxes,  and  all,  they  will  be 
able  to  see  more  readily  where  they  can  relieve 
the  people.  If  they  think  our  reductions  too 
large,  they  can  reduce  them.  If  the  amount 
is  larger  than  they  think  the  revenue  can  stand, 
they  can  reduce  it.  If  they  think  it  is  not 
enough,  they  can  put  on  more  ;  they  can  add 
either  more  duties  or  more  internal  revenue. 
They  will  have  the  whole  question  before  them 
then. 

But,  sir,  I  will  not. occupy  any  further  time. 
I  want  to  ke^  this  income  tax  in  connection 
with  tea  and  coffee,  and  in  connection  with 
some  other  things,  because  I  never  could 
know  where  it  was  when  it  was  alone.  It  will 
always  get  out  of  your  sight,  and  I  am  afraid 
it  will  be  so  now.  And  so  as  to  abolishing 
these  officers.  I  am  afraid  if  the  officehold- 
ers get  alone  or  get  disconnected  from  tea  and 
coffee  or  some  other  important  proposition, 
we  shall  never  eet  rid-  of  them.  • 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  desire  to 
ask  the  Senator  whether  he  is  willing  to  tax 
the  minor  children  whose  property  is  invested 
so  that  it  has  all  been  subjected  to  the  tax 
iftlready  paid,  and  be  himself  exempt  from  an 
income  tax? 

Mr.  STEWART.  That  is  a  ver;r  personal 
question,  but  I  do  not  see  how  it  arises  in  this 
case.  [Laughter.]  I  am  about  as  dull  on 
that  subject  as  I  was  in  seeing  how  women  and 
children  were  particularly  oppressed  by  taxing 
railroad  coinpanies. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  wanted  to  give  the 
proper  explanation  of  a  question  the  Senator 
from  Nevada  asked  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
about  the  women  and  children,  but  as  my 
&iend  is  so  amiable  I  believe  I  will  not  say 
auythinjg  to  interrupt  his  good  feelings. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  q^uestion  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  trom  Mis- 
souri to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  to  strike  out  that  part  relative  to 
a  repeal  of  the  income  tax. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  am  opposed  to  that 
amendment.  I  am  opposed  to  it  because  I 
am  opposed  to  the  income  tax,  and  have  been 
ever  since  I  was  enabled  to  discover  the  prac- 
tical workings  of  it.  While  it  is  fair  in  Uieory, 
it  is  most  unfair,  unjust,  inq^uisitorial,  and 
demoralizing  in  practice.  Having  given  atten- 
tion to  it  a  good  many  years,  one  thing  is 
qaite  plain  to  me,  in  addition  to  what  I  have 
Btated,  that  nobody  is  in  favor  of  it  except 
those  who  do  not  pay  it;  and  the  votes  taken 
in  this  Senate  over  and  over  indicate  that  fact 
io  a  very  remarkable  manner,  all  of  which 
illaatrates  perfectly  the  remark  of  a  witty 
Krjglish  writer  that  A  is  always  ia  favor  of 
the  tax  which  B  pays.      * 

But  besides  the  inherent  vices  of  th^  tax, 
there  is  a  further  objection  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri.  If  the  Senate 
and  the  House,  adopting  the  saineview,  shonld 
sweep  away  the  greatbody  of  internal  revenue 
taxes,  what  justification  could  there  be  for 
retaining  the  income  tax  for  instance?  The 
staff  of  offiQeni.ii4u<3h  ifO]d4.))e.i^«»(Ut9. 


administer  it  would  eat  up  nearly  the  entire 
receipts.  In  that  point  of  view,  also,  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
seems  to  me  extremely  objectionable. 

Whether  the  Senate  shall  or  shall  not  at  this 
late  hour  of  the  debate  put  upon  the  bill  now 
before  us  the. amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  or  something  like  it  in  sub- 
stance, of  course  I  am  unable  to  sa^ ;  but  in- 
asmuch aa  the  income  tax  is  one  of  the  taxes 
reached  by  that  amendment,  I  have  risen  for 
the  sake  of  the  people  whom  I  represent,  in 
their  interest,  in  accordance  with  their  con- 
victions and  my  own,  to  protest  and  express 
myself  against  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri.  Sir,  of  all  the  taxes  that  have 
oppressed  and  irritated  the  people,  that  have 
vexed  labor  and  assailed  property  and  insti- 
tuted inquisitions  the  most  insulting  and  damor- ' 
alizing  into  the  private  affairs  and  indeed  the 
conscience  and  opinions  of  the  citizen,  the  in- 
come tax  is  the  very  worst.  It  is  a  tax  on  the 
conscience  of  the  country  for  the  benefit^  of 
the  dishonesty  of  the  country.  Those  who 
by  perjury  or  other  devices  escape  the  pay- 
ment of  the  income  tax  form  a  larger  class 
than  in  relation  to  any  other  tax  either  foreign 
or  domestic.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  charging 
the  conscience  of  the  country  any  longer  with 
the  payment  of  that  tax  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  have  neither  honor  nor  conscience. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  The  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia has  expressed  the  ideas  I  had  on  this 
subject  much  better  than  I  could  do  myself. 
I  will  add  in  addition  to  what  he  has  said, 
however,  looking  at  this  internal  revenue  tax 
from  m^  standpoint,  and  none  other,  there  is  no 
legislation  that  I  so  much  desire  for  the  people 
I  represent  as  the  repeal  of  this  internal  rev- 
enue tax.  I  would  much  rather  that  the  cus- 
toms revenue  laws  should  remain  untouched, 
that  all  the  tariff  duties  that  are  now  imposea 
should  continue  as  they  are,  and  that  even  a 
percentage  should  be  added  to  them  if  neces- 
sary for  the  support  of  the  Government,  than 
that  this  internal  revenue  tax  should  be  con- 
tinned;  and  I  speak  of *the. income  tax  as  em- 
bracing it.  It  is  not  only  because  of  the  £sct 
that  the  tax  is  one  objectionable  to  the  people, 
but  it  is  because  it  is  a  source  of  continual 
irritation  to  the  people  among  whom  I  live  and 
whom  I  represent.  Their  irritation  is  increased 
from  the  knowledge  that  the  taxes  which  they 
pay  never  find  their  way  into  the  Treasury  of 
the  Government  at  all.  They  are  consumed 
by  thieves  and  robbers  who  take  the  taxes  of 
the  people  and  never  account  for  them  to  the 
Treasury.  The  Government  has  been  exceed- 
ingly unfortunate  in  sending  men  to  Missis- 
sippi to  collect  the  internal  revenue  taxes,  and 
I  ao  not  snppHOse  that  the  Government  will 
improve  mucn  in  the  character  of  the  men  it 
may  select  to  send  to  that  State. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  If  the  Senator  will  permit 
me,  I  will  call  his  attention  to  the  fact  that 
this  amendment  of  mine  simply  refers  to  the 
income  tax. 

^  Mr.  ALCORN.  I  understand  that ;  but  it 
is  neverthdess  an  amendment  relatins  to  the 
internal  revenne  system.  I  have  reterred  to 
'the  income  tax.  I  think  the  Senator  firom 
Nevada  answered  the  Senator  from  Missouri 
well  when  he  said,  "  Continue  this  income  tax 
and  you  necessarily  continue  this  swarm  of 
officers  to  collect  that  tax:  you  are  not  able  to 
diminish  this  swarm  of  officers."  And  there- 
fore the  reason  that  I  have  given  against  Uie 
internal  revenue  tax  is  one  that  attaches  par^ 
ticolarly  to  the  income  tax. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  where  society  is  better 
organized  and  where  yon  can  get  officers  of 
the  choosing  of  the  people,  who  represent  the 
people,  there  perhaps  the  tax  is  faithfully  col- 
lected and  properlv  applied.  I  speak  from  my 
own  knowledge  when  I  say  that  in  my  judg- 
ment not  one  tenth  of  the  internal  revenue  tax 
that  has  been  collected  in  north  Mississippi 
since  the  close  of  the  war — cotton  tax  and  in- 
i«CMlrQy9iiUQjax.ofL«lLki&dfrsr-ha«  found  itt 


way  into  the  Treasurv  of  the  United  States. 
To  a  people  poor  as  the  people  of  Mississippi 
are,  for  they  are  poor  indeed,  it  is  a  continual 
source  of  irritation,  complaint,  and  annoyance 
that  they  pay  these  larse  taxes,  and  yet  the 
Government  is  none  the  better  off  for  the 
pavment. 

Why,  sir,  last  year  a  man  appointed  inter- 
nal revenue  collector  for  die  northern  district 
of  Mississippi  de&uUed  for  all  he  collected. 
His  bail  was  not  worth  a  cent ;  it  was  straw 
bail ;  and  I  believe — at  least  I  am  told  upon' 
what  I  conceive  to  be  good  authority — that  a 
little  while  before  he  failed  for  all  of  it  he 
came  here  and  got  $6,000  of  revenue  stamps 
and  sold  them,  and  that  is  all  gone ;  and  not 
a  dollar  has  gone  into  the  Treasury.  I  do  not 
see  how  the  Government  can  improve  this  until 
men  of  a  different  character  are  sent  there  to 
hold  office.  Sir,  I  would  vote  against  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  internal  revenue  tax,  income 
tax,  and  all,  if  that  vote  involved  an  increase  of 
customs  duties  of  twenty*  five  per  cent.  Yes, 
I  would  vote  to  double  the  duties,  so  far  as 
we  are  concerned,  rather  than  continue  this 
odious  internal  revenue  tax,  with  a  horde  of 
officers  worse  than  Pharoah's  locusts  and  all 
the  plagues  of  Egypt  sitting  upon  the  body  of 
the  people,  eating  out  their  substance,  drain- 
ing their  li&'s  blood,  and  all  in  the  name  of 
patriotism. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  I  did  not  suppose  that  I 
should  be  tempted  to  say  a  word  on  this  sub- 
ject; but  I  suppose  every  Senator  present 
knows  that  the  income  tsSc  expires  this  year, 
and  a  large  portion  of  it  has  already  been 
paid,  and  that  the  other  portion  is  now  being 
assessed.  When  the  Ist  day  of  May  comes, 
the  tax  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  collectors, 
and  that  will  be  the  end  of  the  income  tax. 
Before  any  law  can  pass  on  this  subject  the 
tax,  or  a  very  large  portion  of  it,  will  be  col- 
lected. It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  very  great 
waste  of  time  to  be  talking  here  about  a  tax 
that  is  ready  this  moment  to  expire,  and  after 
a  portion  of  it  has  been  paid,  the  other  por- 
tion being  now  assessed,  and  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  collectors  and  collected  before 
it  is  possible  that  this  bill  can  become  a  law. 
If  gentlemen  who  are  so  opposed  to  the  in- 
come tax  will  have  patience  alittle  longer,  it 
will  be  off  the  statute-books,  and  no  Congress 
will  be  able  to  reSnact  it. 

Mr.  BLA'IR.  In  response  to  what  has  been 
said  by  the  Senator  from  California  and  others 
about  the  inquisitorial  character  of  this  tax,  I 
admit  that,  and  under  ordinary  circumstances 
I  should  be  as  much  opposed  to  it  as  any  Sena- 
tor ;  but  this  is  not  the  only  inquisitorial  tax 
we  have.  The  whisky  ti^x  is  an  inquisitorial  tax. 
Every  tax  on  a  man^s  business  is  an  inquisi- 
torial tax.  Ton  have  to  inquire  into  the 
amount  of  his  business,  and  you  do  so ;  and 
you  have  the  same  revenue'  officer  to  collect 
this  tax  that  you  have  to  collect  the  other  taxes. 
There  is  no  separate  officer  to  collect  the  in- 
come tax. 

As  for  its  being  an  unequal  and  unjust  tax, 
I  undertake  to  say  that  men  who  have  incomes 
are  called  upon  to  contribute  to  the  (Govern- 
ment, and  I  do  not  think  it  is  unequal  or  un- 
just to  demand  that  they  shall  pay  in  proper 
tion  to  their  income.  We  have  laws  the  most 
searching  to  reach  the  remnants  of  property 
held  by  the  poorest  of  our  people.  Nohody 
can  escape  your  tariff  laws.  No  one  is  so 
obscure,  no  one  is  so  humble  or  poor  that 
he  can  get  out  of  their  reach.  They  find  the 
people  everywhere,  in  their  humble  cottages 
and  in  their  poverty.  But  when  a  Taw  is  made 
to  reach  and  tax  the  incomes  of  the  wealthy, 
they  are  powerful  and  strong,  and  they  have 
made  a  clamor  #hich  has  reached  this  hi^h 
place  in  regard  to  a  tax  which  expires  this 
vear.  I  hope  the  remnant  of  it  will  be  col- 
lected, and  that  by  no  act  of  the  Senate  will 
the  repeal  be  made. 

.  Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  income  tax  has 
.akeadyjeiKpired. 
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Mr.  BLAIR.  I  understand  from  the  Sen- 
ator that  it  has  already  expired.  A  portion 
of  the  tax  has  been  coilectedi  and  a  portion 
of  it  remains  to  be  collected  and  is  now  being 
assessed. 

Mr.  MORTON.    The  tax  of  last  year. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  tax  of  last  year.  As  I 
stated,  it  is  a  tax  ii\)ready  doe.  Unqnestion- 
ably  that  is  true  if  it  is  the  tax  of  last  year. 
But  whether  assessed  or  not.  it  is  a  tax  that  is 
.dne  and  shoo  Id  be  coUectea,  and  I  hope  the 
amendment  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
offer  will  prevail. 

.  Mr.  GASSEKLY.  It  seems  to  me  there  is 
nothing  in  the  argument  of  inequality.  What 
tax  which  is  extensive  in  its  operations  can  be 
repealed  by  Congress  without  inequality?  The 
very  bill  which  is  before  the  Senate  illustrates 
what  I  say.  If  tea  and  coffee  should  be  made 
free,  then  some  men  have  paid  large  amounts 
in  duties  on  those  articles,  and  other  men  will 
escape  paying  such  duties.  It  is  nearly  impos- 
sible in  any  case  of  a  tax  that  is  extensive  in 
its  operationSj  or  the  proceedings  for  the  col- 
lection of  which  occupy  much  time,  for  Gon- 
|;re8S  to  legislate  at  all  without  producing  some 
mequality.  I  believe  that  if  we  are  to  get  rid 
of  the  oppressive  and  vexatious  system  of 
internal  revenue  taxes  in  great  part,  there  is 
no  tax  which  should  go  sooner  than  the  income 
tax.  Whenever  yon  do  lay  the  ax  to  the  root 
of  this  vicious  system  of  internal  taxation,  you 
necessarily  must  in  catting  down  the  tree  do 
injustice  somewher^.  There  will  be  some 
always  who  have  paid  taxes  while  others  have 
escaped. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  for  the  reading 
of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  on  and  after  the  Ist  da^  of  July.  1872.  th« 
taxes  hereinafter  speoified  impoeed  by  internal  rev- 
enue laws  now  in  force  be.  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
repealed,  namely:  the  tax  on  illuminating  sas.  all 
taxes  payable  by  stamps,  exeepting  suoh  as  relate 
to  distilled  spirits,  fermented  liquors,  and  tobaooo, 
snuff,  and  cigars;  and  all  taxes  on  incomes  are 
repealed  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amend- 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  Missonri  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
is  to  strike  out  .this  lastclausCi  *'  and  all  taxes 
on  incomes  are  repealed  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act.'' 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  do  not  desire  to  take 
a  moment  of  the  time  of  the  Senate.  I  wish 
simply  to  say  that  I  have  always  been  opposed 
to  l.ne  income  tax^  and  have  always  voted  for 
its  repeal :  but  owing  to  the  particular  posture 
of  this  bill  I  shall  not  vote  to  put  that  amend- 
ment on  it,  because  I  think  the  effect  of  it  is 
to  destroy  this  bill,  and  I  desire  this  bill  to 
pass  the  Senate  as  it  is  and  stand  its  chance  of 
Doing  passed  in  the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  am  4>pposed  to  all 
these  internal  taxes,  but  I  do  not  think  this  is 
the  time  or  the  occasion  to  consider  them.  I 
shall  be  governed  in  votin?  against  this  amend- 
ment by  what  has  fallen  from  the  able  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Finance.  He  has 
assured  us  that  there  will  be  ample  oppor- 
tunity to  repeal  all  theso  internal  taxes.  He 
has  told  us  that  it  cannot  be  done  to-night. 
We  are  under  a  sort  of  mutual  obligation  to 
vote  on  this  bill.  I  shall  therefore  vote  against 
this  amendment,  although  if  it  were  a  proper 
occasion  and  a  well- considered  measure  I 
should  vote  for  it.  I  shall  now  vote  against 
it,  in  order  to  let  the  Senate  come  to  a  vote 
on  the  tariff  bill. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  19,  nays  21 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Blair,  Boreman.  Cooper,  Cragia« 
Edmunds,  Uamlin.  Harlan,  Hill.  Bitohcock,  Howe, 
Logan,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton.  Robertson, 
Sawyer, Sherman,  Stevenson,  West,  and  Wright— 19. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aloom,  Anthony,  Cameron,  Gas* 


Kellogg.  Norwood,  Pomeroy,  Scott,  Stewart,  tmm- 
bnll.  and  Wilson— 21. 
ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,    BsTsrd,   Brownlow, 


Bnckiogham,  CaldwelK  Carpenter,  Clayton,  Corbett, 
Davis  of  Kentacky.  Ferry  of  Conneotioat,  Flana- 
gan. Goldthwaite.  Johnston,  Kelly.  Lewis,  Morrill 
of  Maine,  Nye.Osbom,  Patterson.  Pool,  Pratt,  Ram- 
sey, Rice,  SaolshafT*  Schurs,  Spencer,  Spragae. 
Stockton,  Sumner,  Thorman,  Tipton,  Viokers.  and 
Windom— 33. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  us  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  that  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  28,  nays  11 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Anthony,  Boreman,  Gas- 
serly.  Chandler.  Cole,  Conkling,  Cooper,  Davis  of 
West  Virginia, Edmunds,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Michi- 
gan, Frelinghuysen.  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Maryland, 
Uamiiton  of  Texas,  Harlan,  Hill,  Hitchcock,  Kel- 
logg. Logan,  Morton,  Norwood,  Pomeroy,  Scott, 
Stewart,  West,  and  Wilson— 2S. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Blair.  Carpenter,  Cragin,  Hamlin, 
Howe,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Robertson,  Sherman, 
Stevenson,  Trumbull,  and  Wrlcht- 11. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard,  Brownlow, 
Buckingham,  Caldwell,  Cameron.  Clayton,  Corbett, 
Davisof  Kentucky.  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Flanagan, 
Qoldthwaite.  Johnston,  Kelly,  Lewis.  Morrill  of 
Maine.  Nye,  Osbom.  Patterson,  Pool,  Pratt,  Ram- 
sey, Rice,  Saulsbury,  Sawyer,  Schnre.  Spenoer, 
Sprague,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Thurman,  Tipton, 
Vickers,  and  Windom— 34. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed,  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 
The  hill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  On  the  passage  of  the  biU 
I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FRBLINOHUYSEN.  I  understood 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  say  that  if  the  Sen- 
ate indicated  that  their  opinion  was  in  favor 
of  entering  into  the  subject  of  adjusting  the 
internal  revenue,  then  he  desired  an  adjourn- 
ment in  order  that  the  measure  might  be  per- 
fected.   r*'Nor»  "Noi"] 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senate  have  by  a 
vote  of  three  to  one  indicated  their  purpose  to 
to  put  the  internal  revenue  question  on  ^is 
bill.  In  my  judgment  they  have  done  it  for 
the  purpose  of  defeating  the  bill.  [''No! 
Nor  J  At  least  that  will  probably  be  the 
effect,  and  I  hope  now  it  will  ]>as8.  I  do  not 
want  to  be  bothered  with  it  again. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  are  doing  just  the 
thing  the  Senator  from  Ohio  did  in  1870. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  passage  of  the  billt  upon  which  the  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered* 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  I  vote 
''yea,'*  with  a  protest  against  free  tea  and 
coffee. 

The  call  of  the  roll  having  been  con- 
cluded, 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  ask  leave  to  withdraw  my 
name.  I  am  paired  with  Mr.  Ames,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  I  am  not  certain  which  way  he 
wonid  vote. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Certainly  he  would  vote 
for  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  states  that  he  is  paired 
with  the  Senator  from  Mississippi,  a  member 
of  the  Finance  Committee,  and  desires  to 
withdraw  the  vote. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  donbt  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi  would  vote  for  the  bilL 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  assared  that  Mr. 
Ames  would  vote  for  the  bill,  and  therefore 
my  vote  may  stand. 

The  result  was  annonneed — ^yeas  86,  nays  4 } 

as  follows : 

YB  AS—Messrs.  Aloom.  Anthony,  Blair,Carpenter. 
Canerly.  Chandler,  Conkling.  Cooper^rafin.  Pavii 
of  West  Virginia,  fikimunds,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Mich- 
igan, Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamilton  of 
T^xas,  Harlan,  Hill.  Hitchcock,  Howe,  Kellogg, 
Logan,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton.  Norwood,  Pom- 
eroy. RobertsontSawyer,  Sherman,  Stevenson.  Stew- 
art. Trumbull,  West.  Wilson,  and  Wright— 35. 
,  NAYS— Messrs.  Boreman,  Frelinghuysen,  Ham- 

ABS£NT--Messr8.  Ames,  Bayard,  Brownlow, 
BuoUttgbam,  Caldwell,  Cameron,  Clayton.  Cole,  Cor- 


bett, Davis  of  Kentucky.  Feny  of  Conneetiettt.Fl«B- 
af  an,  Qoldthwaite,  Johnston*  Kelly,  Lewis,  MorrUl 
ot  Maine,  Nye,  Osbom,  Patterson,  Pool.Prait,  Ram- 
sey, Rice,  Sanlsbury,  Schurs.  Spencer,  Spragae. 
Stockton,  Sumner,  Thurman,  Tipton,  Viekers,  and 
Windom— M. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHERMAN,  its  tiUe  was 
amended  so  as  to  read,  '*  A  bill  to  reduce  exist- 
ing taxes." 

ADJOURNUBMT  TO  MONDAY. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  consider  House  bill  No.  1192,  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
California  moves  that  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  an  appropriation  bill,  the 
title  of  which  will  be  reported  oy  the  Secretary. 

The  Chiet  Clerk.  A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1191M 
making  appropriations  for  the  current  and 
contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  department, 
and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  vari- 
ous Indian  tribes  for  the  yesr  ending  June  30, 
1873,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS,  i  move  that  when  the 
Senate  adjourns  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday 
next. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Is  there  not  a  motion 
pending? 
*  The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  motion  is 
pending.  When  any  other  motion  is  made, 
and  a  point  of  order  is  made  on  it,  tihe  Chair 
will  decide  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  motion  I  am  about 
to  make  is,  if  my  friend  from  Indiana  will 
pardon  me,  and  I  think  he  will  agree  with  me 
when  he  hears  me,  that  we  adjourn  from  this 
time  until  Monday.  We  have  worked  our  to- 
morrow and  more  by  the  clock  already  on 
this  subject.  To-morrow  is  Good  Friday, 
when  many  of  us  would  prefer  to  attend  to 
other  duties  than  those  here,  if  we  can  prop- 
erly. I  say  that  we  have  done  the  work  of 
to-morrow  by  staying  here  to-night.  I  hope, 
therefore,  Senators  will  not  object,  aAer  taking 
up  this  appropriation  bill,  to  our  adjourning 
over  until  Monday. 

Mr.  COLE.  Upon  that  I  should  like  to  say 
one  word. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion 
before  the  Senate  is  to  proceed  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  which 
is  an  independent  motion.  By  unanimous 
consent  the  motion  to  acyourn  over  can  be 
entertained ;  but  of  course,  a  motion  to  adjourn 
would  be  in  ord*er. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  hope  my  friend 
from  California  will  not  object  to  my  motion 
being  acted  on. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  think  we  need  pass 
over  to-morrow.  The  end  of  the  session  is 
approaching  too  rapidlv  to  permit  us  to  lose 
a  day.  If  it  is  Good  Friday  it  is  a  better  day 
for  legislation.  This  appropriation  bill  wiU 
require  a  day  to  read  it,  and  if  there  are  any 
disputed  questions  upon  which  Senators  wish 
to  reserve  a  vote  we  can  pass  over  such,  and 
we  can  just  as  well  read  the  bill  to-morrow  as 
to  spend  the  day  next  Monday  in  doing  that. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  Senate  seem  to 
be  in  an  admirable  mood  for  doing  business, 
and  I  hope  there  will  be  unanimous  consent 
to  stay  here  and  pass  this  appropriation  bill 
to-night     [Laughter.  1 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  moves  that  when  the  Senate 
adjourns  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next.  That  motion  will  be  pat  unless 
objected  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  make  that  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  APP&OPBIATION  DILL. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  qoestion 
recurs  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Cal- 
ifomia  to  ti^e  np  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill. 

The  Bioliofi  was  agfeed  to. 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2045 


Mr.  F4DMUNDS.  I  moYe  that  the  Senate 
adjoorn. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Pendine  that 
motioo  the  Secretary  desires  to  know  whether 
he  can  arrange  the  sections  of  the  tariff  bill 
symmetrically. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Undoobtedly  that  will 
be  proper ;  anqaestionab^. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  moves  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  (at  nine 
o'clock  and  forty  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Senate 
adjoamed. 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
THuasDAT,  March  28,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Cbaplaioi  Rev.  J.  0.  Butlbb,  D.  D. 

The  Jonrnal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

UlAUl  RSSIUVATION, 

Mr.  SHANESf  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  reported  back 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  188}  to  authorize  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Indiana  to  make  partition  of  the  Miami  reser- 
vation to  Me-sbin-go-me-sia,  a  Miami  Indian, 
with  an  amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  sn  bstitute; 
which  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RANDALL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  recommitted  ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reeonsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JANES  V.  CASEY. 

Mr.  SHELDON,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  reported 
back  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2118)  for  the  relief 
of  James  F.  Casey,  collector  of  customs  for 
the  port  of  New  Orleans ;  and  moved  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  same,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims.  * 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MTLITABT  AND  NAVAL  KE00BD8. 

Mr.  LAMISONL  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  B.  No.  2119)  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Nav  j,  and  other  ofiScers  of  the  United  States, 
to  faroisb  copies  of  military  and  naval  records 
at  the  reqoest  of  Governors  of  States  for  the 
use  of  their  respective  States,  and  to  enable 
such  States  to  complete  the  history  of  the  sol- 
diers of  such  States  who  may  have  served  in 
any  war  in  which  the  United  States  may  at 
any  time  have  been  engaged  ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  tiroei  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,* and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

TSERIXORT  OF   IDAUO. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  by  unanimous 
consent,  reported  back  with  an  amendment, 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  House 
bill  No.  279,40  repesl  section  one  of  the  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  a 
temporary  government  for  the  Territory  of 
Idaho,  approved  March  8,  1868,"  approved 
March  2,  1867. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  repeals  section 
one  of  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^*  An 
act  to  provide  a  temporary  government  for 
the  Territory  of  Idaho,  approved  March  8, 
1863,  approved  March  2,  1867. 

The  amendment  waa  to  add  to  the  bill  the 
following : 

And  tbftt  SMtioa  flftaea  of  said  sot,  approved 
Marob  S»  1863.  be>  and  the  iame  is  harsbjrt  revived 
and  reenacteu. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  bill, 
as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana^  moved  to  recon* 
eider  the  vote  by  which  ^e  bill  was  passed; 


and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JOSBPH  LOWRT. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2120)  granting  a 
pension  to  Josenh  Lowry ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

GKORGE  W.  -SGWABTZ. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2121)  granting  a 
pension  to  George  W.  Scwartz;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

B.  O.  WHBBLBR. 

Mr.  BUFFINTON  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Accounts  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  E. 
G.  Wheeler,  and  that  the  same  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

FRBDERICK  A.  QARLIGK. 

Mr,  DUELL.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
have  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  the 
Senate  amendment  to  House  bill  No.  497, 
granting  a  pension  to  Frederick  A.  Garlick, 
of  CorUand  county,. New  York. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  amendment 
was  taken  up. 

The  amendment  was  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  '*  commence,"  in  line  four  of  the 
bill,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
''from  the  passage  of  this  act.'* 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  con- 
curred  in. 

Mr.  pUELL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  amendment  was  concurred  in ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WAR  DXPARTMJBMT  RBCORDS. 

Mr.  UPSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  relative  to  records  in  the 
War  Department  pertaining  to  soldiers  from 
Ohio  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MIMISTXR  TO  JAPAN. 

Mr.  KENDALL,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2122)  to  authorize 
the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  the  Court 
of  Japan  to  represent  the  Government  of 
Hawaii  at  that  Court ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BURIKA  AND  PALIS ADB  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  KENDALL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No*  2123)  to  grant  the  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands  to  the  Eureka  and  Palisade 
Railroad  Company;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  0.  CONNER. 

Mr.  MERCUR,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported back  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary House  bill  No.  1481,  for  the  relief  of 
John  C.  Conner,  and  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee be  discharged  from  its  further  considera- 
tion, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

SALT  LAKE  AND  ORIGON  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  SLATER,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  hUl  (H.  R.  No.  2124)  granting  the 
right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  for  the 
eonstmction  of  a  ndlrbad  from  Great  Salt 
Lake  to  Portland,  Oregon;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com* 


mittee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

RZAHININO  8URGI0NS. 

Mr.  PECK.  I  ask  leaye  to  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  &r  considera- 
tion at  this  time;  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  examining  surgeons. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  require  unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr.  PECK.    That  is  what  I  want. 

The  Clerk  began  reading  the  preamble,  as 

follows : 

Whereas  by  action  eisht  of  the  act  of  1B62  the 
Commissionerof  ronsions  was  authorised  to  appoint 
examioiDSsniveoDS,  whose  fee  for  such  examination 
was  $1  50 ;  ana  whereas  by  the  act  of  July,  1864,  see- 
tion  eight,  he  was  also  aathorited  to  appoint—— 

Mr.  MA YNARD.  I  object ;  there  are  too 
many  whereases. 

ENROLLBD  BILLS  SIGNED. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  examined  and  found  truly  enrolled  bills 
of  the  following  titles ;  when  the  Speaker 
signed  the  same : 

An  act  (S.  No.  447)  to  enable  honorably 
discharged  soldiers  and  sailors,  their  widows 
and  orphan  children,  to  acquire  homesteads 
on  the  pnblic  lands  of  the  United  States  ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  792)  in  addition  to  an  act 
entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled '  An 
act  for  the.  removal  of  causes  in  certain  cases 
from  State  courts,'  approved  July  27,  1866,' ' 
approved  March  2,  1867; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  166)  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  **  An  act  to  authorize  protection  to  be 

§iven  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may 
iscover  deposits  of  guano/'  approved  August 
18,  1866 ; 

An  act  (H.  B*  No.  485)  to  authorize  the 
President  to  appoint  George  Plunkett  a  pay- 
master in  the  X^avy ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1049)  to  establish  a  port 
of  entry  and  delivery  at  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
Penn^lvania : 

An  act  (E.  R.  No.  1213)  defining  the  rights 
of  part  owners  of  vessels  in  certain  cases; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  2048)  authorizing  an 
American  register  to  the  Dutch  bark  Alice 
Tarlton ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  2047)  to  provide  for  the 
exchange  and  transfer  of  two  small  parcels  of 
land  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  and 

An  act  (H.  A.  No.  2114)  granting  a  pension 
to  Margaret  Nyce. 

NKW  ORLKANS  AND  GQATTANOOGA  RAILRpAD. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Senate  has  request- 
ed the  House  to  return  to  that  body  a  bul  (S. 
No.  251)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *^An  actio 
establish  and  declare  the  railroad  and  bridges 
of  the  New  Orleans,  Mobtlej  and  Chattanooga 
railroad  as  hereafter  constructed  a  post  road, 
and  for  other  purposes,''  approved  March  2, 
1868.  If  there  be  no  objection  the  bill  will  be 
returned  as  requested. 

There  was  no  objection. 

WASaiNGTON  AQITRDUCT. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  V^ar,  in  relation  to  the  Wash- 
ington aqueduct;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  AppropriationSi  apd  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

AIIAIRS  OH  TXXA8  FRONTUR. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unaaimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the 
]^olitical  complexion  of  affitirs  on  the  Texas 
trontier ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

MASSACmJSKTTS  HSAVY  ARTILLBRF. 

The  SPEAKER  ako,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  .before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the 
enlasUiMUit  aad  service  of  the  first  battalion  of 
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Massachusetts  heavy  artillery ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs^ 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CONSULAR  AND  GOMMKROIAIi  AQSNT8. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  nnanimons  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  January  28, 
1872,  inquiring  whether  consular  and  commer- 
cial agents  possess  all  the  authority  that  can 
properly  be  conferred  upon  them  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  revenues  of  the  country;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BLBCTION   CONTEST — NIBLACK  VS.  WALLS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  papers  iu  the  con- 
tested-election case  of  Niblack  t;^.  Walls,  from 
the  State  of  Florida;. which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections. 

NEWSPAPERS  PUBLISHING  LAWS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  trans- 
mitting, in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  the  20th  instant,  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  a  list  of  the  newspapers 
authorized  to  publish  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  j  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

STAMPED  ENVELOPES. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  to  report  the  resolution 
which  I  send  to  the  Clerlrs  desk,  and  to  ask 
its  immediate  passage. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Reiolved,  That  five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Offioe  and  Post 
Boads,  on  the  petition  of  certain  envelope  manu- 
facturers, printers,  and  stationers,  asking  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  use  of  stamped  envelopes,  be 
printed  for  the  ose  of  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  BEATTT  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

.  On  motion  of  Mr.  HANKS,  by  unanimous 
consent,  leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  from 
the  files  of  the  House  papers  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  Dr.  John  F.  Hanks  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GETZ,by  unanimous  con- 
sent, leave  was  granted  to  withdraw  from  the 
files  of  the  House,  papers  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  Jonas  Hocb. 

LEAVE  OF  ABSENCE. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  obtained  leave  of 
absence  for  two  weeks  on  account  of  sickness 
in  his  family. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Indiana,  obtained  leave 
of  absence  till  next  Monday. 

Mr.  BINGHAM  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  two  weeks 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  York,  obtained 
leave  of  absence  for  two  weeks. 

Mr.  FOBKER  obtained  leave  of  absence  for 
one  Treek 

Mr.  TOWNSBND,  of  Pennsylvania,  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  for  one  week. 

BALTIMORE  AND  POTOHAC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  call  for  the  regular 
order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  House  will  now  resume  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  of  the  House  No.  2057, 
coming  over  from  yesterday  as  unfinished  busi- 
ness, beine  a  bill  to  confirm  the  action  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  and  common  council  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  designating  a  depot  site 
for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  DAWEa    I  aak  the  gentleman  from 


Connecticut  to  jield  to  me  to  make  a  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  That  wiU  be 
the  special  order  at  half  past  one  to-day,  and 
I  hope  we  will  be  able  to  dispose  of  the  pend- 
ing question  before  that  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Potter,]  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  did  not  hear  what  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  stated. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  stated  that  I 
hoped  we  might  have  a  vote  on  the  merits  of  the 
pending  question  before  half  past  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Does  the  gentleman  pro- 
pose to  allow  a  vote  upon  the  amendments? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  would  say  to 
the  gentleman  or  the  other  side  that  it  seems 
to  me  we  have  offered  everything  which  can 
be  considered  fair  in  the  way  of  compromise. 
If  we  can  have  the  previous  question  ordered 
and  come  to  a  vote  I  will  agree  to  consider 
the  amendment  Introduced  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  as  pending.  I 
ask  the  gentleman  whether  that  will  be  satis- 
factory? 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  objection  to  this  bill  is 
not  only  that  they  want  another  railroad  depot 
at  this  place,  but  it  goes  further,  whether  we 
shall  have  any  at  all  upon  the  public  grounds. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER;-  I  have  been  im- 
portuned to  allow  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  because  he  was  a 
member  of  the  comnyttee,  and  carefully  pre- 
pared this  amendment ;  but  I  have  seen  from 
the  first  that  to  let  in  one  amendment  or  two 
amendments  satisfies  nobody.  Here  are  seven 
printed  amendments,  and  five  others  of  one 
Kind  or  another  have  been  su|;gested.  It  is 
perfectly  manifest  that  all  of  these  amend- 
ments are  in  antagonism  to  this  bill,  and  are 
offered  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  it  in  pne 
interest  or  another.  Some  genUemen,  of 
course,  have  something  to  say  about  the  park, 
but  the  most  of  them  are  offered  in  the  spirit 
of  allowing  accommodations  for  other  rail- 
roads. It  is  not  what  is  called  for  by  custom 
or  parliamentary  usage  to  allow  a  bill  to  run 
the  gauntlet  of  all  these  amendments.  I  have 
suggested,  if  we  can  come  to  a  vote  upon  the 
merits  of  the  proposition,  we  will  allow  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  to  be  considered  as 
pending. 

Mr.  CREBS.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  say  a  word? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  In  a  moment. 
I  am  willing  to  allow  the  amendment  of  the 

fentleman  from  Vermont  to  be  pending,  and 
have  done  this  in  the  way  of  conciliation. 
In  doing  this  I  think  I  have  offered  all  that 
could  be  desired.  There  is  no  parliamentary 
law  which  requires  eight  or  a  dozen  amend- 
ments to  be  pending  at  the  same  time.  There 
is  no  bill,  however  meritorious,  submitted  to 
the  House  that  could  not  be  broken  down  by 
allowing  all  kinds  of  amendments  to  be  offered 
to  it,  and  I  believe  it  to  be  the  purpose  of 
most  of  these  amendments  to  break  down 
what  I  consider  a  meritorious  bill. 

Mr.  CRKBS.  I  desire  to  say  one  word. 
The  amendment  I  have  offered  is  not  in  the 
interest  of  any  other  road,  or  anybody  else, 
but  is  in  the  interest  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  Here  is  a  i)ropo&ition  to  give 
away  to  a  railroad  corporation  land  belonging 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
I  am  opposed  to  it,  whether  the  railroaa  cor- 
poration be  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  or  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Let  me  ask  the  Chair  a 
parliamentary  question,  and  that  is  whether 
under  the  rules  of  the  House  there  can  be 
more  than  two  amendments  pending  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    Not  at  the  same  time. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  My  amendment  is  in  the 
interest  of  the  people  of  this  city,  and  not  in 
the  interest  of  any  railroad  company. 


Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  am  as  anxious 
as  any  one  to  have  a  vote  on  this  bill,  so  that 
we  may  proceed  to  other  public  business. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  rise  to  a  qaeslioa  of  priv- 
ilege,  that  I  am  not  able  to  see  the  Speaker. 

The  SPEAKER.  And  the  Chair  is  entitled 
to  have  a  view  of  the  gentlemtn  from  Massa- 
chusetts, which  he  cannot  have  while  gentle- 
men are  standing  up  in  the  area.  [Laoghter.] 
The  Chair  is  allowing  all  this  to  go  on  by  onan 
imous  consent  in  hope  some  accommodatioD 
may  be  reached  to  remove  the  obstniction. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  am  anxioai. 
and  have  been  ever  since  the  bill  was  reported, 
to  come  to  some  accommodation  \  bat  wheo  , 
ever  I  have  conceded  all  the  friends  of  liie 
bill  could  be  asked  to  concede,  when  I  have 
offered  ample  discussion  to  the  other  sid«, 
and  when  I  have  agreed  to  permit  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  to  be 
pending,  we  are  still  met  with  the  same  oppo- 
sition. 

Mr.  DICKEY.     Let  us  go  on. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  wish  to  say  in  reply  to 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  that  his  offer 
for  conciliation  is  an  offer  in  the  interest  of 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  only.  Now, 
I  do  not  care  a  copper  about  the  naltimoR 
and  Ohio  railroad  or  anv  other  of  these  rail 
road  corporations,  but  I  do  care  about  thepab^ 
lie  park  which  it  is  proposed  to  destroy.  Ido 
care  about  having  toe  Pennsylvania  Bailvaj 
Company  pay  for  its  land.  And  there  ii 
nothing  m  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Stabkwbathbb]  vhidi 
partakes  in  any  degree  of  the  natare  of  coa 
ciliation. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Fi?e  of  the 
amendments  proposed  are  in  the  interest,  as  I 
regard  it,  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  com 
pany ;  and  I  am  willing  to  admit  that  one. 
which  it  is  said  is  the  most  carefully  prepared, 
and  ought  to  be  voted  on,  as  coming  from  a 
member  of  the  committee.  I  am  willing  to 
concede  that  much,  and  to  admit  the  amend 
meat  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 

POLAKD.] 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  lUiaois  [Mr.  Ckebs]  cooes 
also  from  the  minority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  The  genileau 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Crebs,]  I  believe,  has  ex- 
pressed himself  satisfied  with  the  proposition  I 
made  in  regard  to  debate. 

Mr.  CREBS.  With  the  right  to  offer  ny 
amendment. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Will  not  the  gentlemu 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Starkweither]  agree 
to  admit  the  amendment  in  regard  to  the  com- 
pensation to  be  paid  by  the  company? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  If  1  let  these 
amendments  in  I  still  fl»in  nothing. 

The  SPEAKER.  Except  by  agreeoeot. 
The  Chair  is  only  anxious  that  the  Hook 
should  come  to  some  agreement  which  ^^ 
allow  the  business  of  the  House  to  be  done. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  desire  to  make  a  «« 
gestion. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  would  like  t»make  a  short 
statement. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentlemw  froo 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Run) all]  having  first  ad 
dressed  the  Chair,  is  recognized.  There  u 
really  no  eentleman  entitled  to  the  floor.  \i^ 
the  Chair  is  willing  to  hear  gentlemen  lo  tb^ 
interests  of  the  order  of  public  bn^ness. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  offer  a  suggestion  whicb 
I  think  will  accommodate  both  sides,  At  letft 
the  reasonable  portion  of  both  aides  of  tii^ 
House.  It  is  that  the  gentleman  from  Ur- 
necticut  [Mr.  Starkweather]  shall  allow  wtf 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  >«r 
mont  [Mr.  Polaitd]  and  the  amendmenl  oi 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  CrsbsJ  to 
be  pending ;  and  he  can  then,  under  therote^ 
of  the  House,  demand  the  preWous  qoeatioo 
upon  the  bill  and  amendments.  I  he  rules  oi 
the  House,  as  the  Chair  I  think  will  decide. 
would  allow  of  no  other  amendmenta 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2047 


Mr.  ARCHER.  Would  notnbe  rules  of 
the  Hoase  allow  a  sabstitute  to  be  offered  in 
addition  to  those  amendments? 

The  SPEAKER.    They  would  not. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticot  should  accept  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  the  filibus- 
tering might  still  go  on  the  same  as  before. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Gentlemen  might  not 
wish  to  filibuster  if  justice  were  done. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  reminds  the 
House  that  all  this  discussion  is  out  of  order. 
He  presumes,  however,  that  members  are  desir- 
ous to  make  an  accommodation,  and  he  there- 
fore waives  insisting  on  putting  the  motion  for 
the  previous  question  until  it  can  be  seen  if 
an  accommodation  can  be  reached. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  am  desirous 
of  making  an  accommodation.  But  if  gentle- 
man are  to  filibuster  after  making  an  accom- 
modation, the  friends  of  the  bill  gain  nothing 
after  having  yielded  everything  which  they 
considered  fair. 

Mr.  KERR.  If  an  accommodation  is  to  be 
made,  I  think  we  on  this  side  ought  to  be 
heard. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  hear  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  wish  to  say  that  in  the  course 
of  this  controversy  I  have  offered  no  amend- 
ment. But  I  have  my  opinions  about  this  bill, 
and  those  opinions  are  not  to  be  anticipated 
or  criticised  by  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut [Mr.  Stabkweathbb]  until  I  have  ex- 
pressed them  on  the  floor :  and  I  submit  to 
that  gentleman,  and  to  the  House,  that  for  him 
to  attempt  to  tell  this  House  what  they  are  is 
impertinent  until  I  have  an  opportunity  to  tell 
the  House  what  they  are. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  reference  to  all  the 
insinuations  of  the  gentleman  from  Conneeti- 
cat,  I  say  that  they  ill  become  him,  who  has 
eonsented  to  make  himself  the  facile  instru- 
ment of  this  corporation 

Mr.  HOAR,    i  call  the  gebtleman  to  order. 

Mr.  KERR.  To  gag  this  House,  take  us  by 
the  throat  and  compel  us  to  decide 

[The  remainder  of  the  sentence  was  not 
heard,  in  consequence  of  the  loud  knocking 
of  the  Soever' s  gavel.] 

The  SPEAKER.  When  gentlemen  speak 
'  after  being  called  to  order,  thev  always  nave 
to  run  a  race  with  the  gavel.  The  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoar]  called  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Ksaa]  to  oraer. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  will  state 
hia  point  of  order. 

lir.  HOAR.  I  demand  the  regular  order, 
with  a  view  to  putting  a  stop  to  a  debate  of 
the  character  which  is  now  proceeding. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  have  no  desire  to  say  an 
offensive  word  to  any  gentleman  here.  But  I 
say  that  any  man  who  will  take  the  Globe  of 
yesterday  and  to-day,  and  examine  the  pro- 
ceedings which  have  taken  place  in  this  House, 
will  see  the  nature  of  the  game  which  has  been 
conuneneed  on  the  other  side.  We  are  only 
demanding  here  our  rights,  and  a  reasonable 
opportunity  to  be  heard ;  and  that  we  insist 
upon. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  demand  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  There  is  no  '*  other 
side"  on  this  question. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.    I  consider  my- 
self anjnatly  attacked.    I  am  sorry,  I  regret 
▼eiy  much,  to  hear  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kibr.]     I  have 
endeavored  to  preserve  my  fairness  and  good 
temper;  I  have  endeavored  to  say  nothing 
that  should  look  like  aggravating  any  one.     I 
liave  endeavored  in  the  hurry  of  questions  that 
liave  been  raised,  although  I  have  been  some- 
^what  excited,  to  presecve  my  temper  and  self- 
TeKpedf  but  when  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
maa  says,  or  intimates,  mat  I  am  acting  in  the 
^oterest  of  any  corporation,  he  says  that  which 
31  becomes  him.    I  can  say  truly  that  I  have 
.04)  dioioe  between  these  parties.    I  said  to 


Mr.  Garrett,  representing  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company,  that  if  he  would  pre- 
sent to  the  committee  a  feasible  plan  upon  this 
subject,  I  would  do  as  much  for  his  accommo- 
dation as  any  one.  I  never  had  a  free  ticket 
from  either  of  these  parties,  and  never  expect 
to  have.  And  I  know  the  gentleman  trom 
Indiana  well  enough  to  believe  that  when  he 
comes  to  reflect  upon  the  character  of  his 
remarks  in  regard  to  my  position  on  this  bill, 
he  will  see  that  they  are  unkind  and  ungener- 
ous. Every  gentleman  will  say  that  in  endeav- 
oring to  represent  the  wishes  of  my  committee 
I  have  done  nothing  more  than  I  was  obliged 
to  do.  I  feel  conscious  of  having  done  my 
duty  and  nothing  else. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  want  it  distinctly  understood 
that  I  have  made  no  charge  here.  But  I  am 
willing  the  whole  country  shall  judge  the  pur- 
pose and  conduct  of  men  by  their  acts  in  this 
House.  Now,  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
and  of  the  country  to  the  fact  that  we  have 
been  kept  from  the  consideration  of  public 
business  nere  for  now  four  days. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Yes,  and  by  whom?  I 
obiect  to  any  further  debate. 

Mr.  KERR.  It  always  happens  that  objec- 
tion comes  {h)m  gentlemen  who  are  in  the 
interests  of  this  road. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  am  perfectly  competent  to 
take  care  of  myself  before  my  constituents. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut [Mr.  Starkweather]  was  heard  by 
unanimous  consent.  The  Chair  hopes  that 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  will 
be  allowed  an  opportunity  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  have  no  disposition  to 
interfere  in  the  personal  controversv  between 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Stark- 
weather] and  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Kerr.]  But  I  have  a  right,  and  upon 
this  floor,  to  object  to  reflections  upon  the 
majority  of  this  House  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  or  by  anybody  else. 

Mr.  COX.  Is  debate  in  order  from  that 
gentleman?    [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  ^ntleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Dicket]  insists  upon  the  reg- 
ular order,  and  the  Chair  must  enforce  it. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  hope  that  there 
will  be  nothing  that  will  look  like  cutting  off 
any  gentleman  from  a  fair  statement  of  his 
views  in  regard  to  preliminary  matters.  I  do 
not  believe  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  means 
to  accuse  me  unfairly.  I  do  not  mean  to 
obstruct  the  business  of  the  House,  and  I 
believe  I  have  not  done  so. 

Mr.  KERR.  The  Chair  will  observe  that 
all  objections  come  from  that  side. 

The  SPE  AKE  R.  The  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut asks  unanimous  consent  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  may  be  allowed  to  make 
some  remarks. 

Mr.  SARGENT.    For  how  long  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  not 
stated. 

Mr.  DICKEY.    To  what  point? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  object  to  an  hour's  de- 
bate, but  I  do  not  object  to  five  or  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  shall  not  want  the  half  of 
ten  minutes. 

Mr.  BE ATTY.  I  asked  permission  to  have 
an  amendment  read. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  do  not  object  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  speaking  ror  five  minutes. 

Mr.  HAY.  I  object  unless  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bbattt]  is  heard. 

Mr.  CO  A.  Then  I  object  to  any  further 
debate. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  will  have  leave  to  make 
some  remarks. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  ask  to  have  my  proposi- 
tion read,  by  way  of  compromise. 

Mr.  HA  I .  I  withdraw  my  objection  to  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  being  heard. 

Mr.  KERR.  Mr.  Speaker,  from  the  first  all 
all  that  I  have  desired  in  this  matter  has  been 
that  we  who  oppose  this  bill  (I  do  not  mean  in 


any  partisan  sense)  should  have  a  fair  chance 
in  the  first  place  to  express  our  opinions  in 
debate  upon  the  bill  itself,  and  seconaly  to  place 
ourselves  upon  record  in  votes  upon  pending 
amendments.  In  this  connection  I  want  to 
say  for  myself,  and  for  myself  only,  that  I 
have  no  opposition  to  the  estab)ishm6nt  of 
this  line  of  railroad:  but  I  am  simply  and 
unalterably  and  all  tne  time  opposed  by  my 
votes  here  to  giving  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple to  anybody,  whether  a  corporation  or 
not,  without  compensation,  unless  for  cbaritv. 
This  bill  proposes  to  give  this  property  with- 
ont  compensation.  It  has  been  brought  before 
the  House  and  put  upon  its  passage  without 
fair  or  proper  opportunity  for  aebate  or  amend- 
ment, and  it  has  for  thre6  days  completely 
stayed  the  progress  of  public  business,  because 
we  would  not  consent  to  waive  all  right,  forego 
debate  and  deliberation,  and  come  at  once  to 
a  direct  vote  whether,  in  the  arbitrary  formula 
of  this  bill,  we  would  give  this  valuable  pub- 
lic domain  to  this  private  corporation.  Now, 
I  say  it  is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  this 
country  for  a  great  corporation  to  come  into 
this  Hall  and,  as  it  were,  take  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  by  the  throat,  and  say  to  it 
that  it  shall  not  take  one  step  in  advance ; 
that  it  shall  not  vote  upon  a  single  proposi-^ 
tion  of  public  legislation ;  that  it  shall  propose 
and  vote  upon  no  amendments;  that  it  shall 
waste  day  afler  day  of  valuable  time  and  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  dollars,  unless  it  con- 
sent by  a  solemn  mockery  of  legislation  to 
grant  to  this  corporation  from  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  to  a  million  dollars. 

It  is  to  this  kind  of  legislation  that  I  object ; 
and  I  object  to  it  all  the  time,  without  refer- 
ence to  any  corporation.  I  do  not  know  these 
contending  corporations.  I  do  not  care  who 
their  friends  are  or  who  their  enemies  are;  I 
want  every  railroad  to  come  to  this  city  that 
ca'n  come  or  wants  to  come.  I  would  give 
them  all  equal  opportunities  and  facilities 
inside  this  District,  and  if  need  be,  inside  the 
city.  But  I  would  give  special  privileges  to 
none  of  them.  Let  these  facilities  be  extended 
to  the  utmost  possible  extent  consistent  with 
the  welfare  of  the  people  of  this  District  and 
with  the  rights  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  Gentlemen,  therefore,  must  not  sug- 
gest, so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  I  fight 
against  their  corporations  and  fight  for  every- 
body else's  corporations.  The  offered  amend- 
ments to  this  bill  will  fairly  present  the  proper 
issues  upon  their  merits ;  and  after  reasonable 
debate  in  the  House,  the  vote  could  be  taken 
and  the  controversy  ended.  I  ask  no  more ; 
less  should  not  be  offered  to  the  opponents  of 
the  bill,  or  accepted  by  them. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  would  like  to  occupy  a  few 
minutes.  As  one  of  those  who  have  taken 
part  in  the  opposition  to  this  bill,  I  may  per- 
haps be  satisfied  with  what  may  not  satisfy 
other  gentlemen  on  this  side.  If  I  understood 
correctly  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Randall,]  it  was  that 
the  friends  of  the  bill  should  allow  the  amend- 
ments offered  by  the  minority  of  the  commit- 
tee— the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Polaitd,]  and  ihat  of  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Cbebs] — to  be 
voted  on. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  That  was  the  proposition 
I  made. 

Mr.  BECK.  If  that  proposition  is  accepted, 
then  very  much  of  my  opposition  will  fall  to 
the  ground,  because  I  admit  that  the  commit- 
tees of  this  House  have  a  right  to  control  the 
business  submitted  to  them ;  and  I  have  been 
opposing  this  measure  because  I  have  always 
contended  that  when  a  minority  of  a  committee 
have  views  to  submit  the  House  ought  to  hear 
those  views  and  vote  upon  them.  If  other 
gentlemen  outside  of  the  committee  have 
amendments  to  offer,  I  do  not  claim  that  they 
have  the  right  to  have  a  separate  vote  upon 
them ;  they  must  run  the  risx  of  the  previous 
question.    I  have  now  been  for  some  time  one 
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of  the  minority,  in  this  Housei  and  I  have 
always  coDtended  for  the  right  of  minorities 
to  have  their  propositions  voted  upon ;  and 
this  right  has  generally  been  conceded.  Upon 
the  most  important  measures  of  reconstruction 
under  the  management  of  the  late  Mr.  Stevens, 
in  the«Fortieth  Congress,  and  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Btttlbr,]  in  the 
Forty- First  Congress,  the  minority  always, 
with  one  exception,  maintained  their  right  to 
have  separate  votes  upon  their  propositions. 
I  will  say,  speaking  only  for  myself,  that  when 
these  two  amendments  coming  from  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee  are  allowed  to  be  voted 
on  separately,  I  shall  be  content  that  the  other 
amendments  shall  run  the  risk  of  the  previous 
question,  asking  only  reasonable  time  for  de- 
bate. 

Let  me  say  one  word  in  addition.  The 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Staiik- 
VEatbeb]  said  the  other  day  upon  this  floor — 
and  I  confess  I  felt  some  indignation  when  I 
read  it — that  *'  nine  tenths  of  tne  entire  oppo- 
sition to  giving  the  public  the  accommodations 
which  they  seek,  and  which  they  have  asked 
for,''  &c.,  ** comes  from  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company,  which  has  ample 
accommodations  now.  Nine  tenths  of  all  the 
opposition  develoj)ed  here  to-day  is  from  that 
'  rival  company,  which  is  attempting  to  control 
this  whole  business.'' 

I  merely  desire  to  say,  and  I  say  it  in  a  per- 
fectly kind  spirit,  that  so  far  as  regards  myself 
and  the  other  members  of  the  Kentucky  dele- 
gation, upon  whom  reproach  has  been  Uirown 
in  one  of  the  papers  of  the  country,  we  are 
resisting  this  bill  upon  no  such  grounds.  I 
never  saw  Mr.  Garrett  I  do  not  know  a  mem- 
ber of  the  company.  I  believe  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  has  not  done  its 
duty  to  the  city.  I  do  know  the  leading  man 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Central  railroad,  one  of 
the  greatest  men  in  the  country,  and  as  a 
personal  matter  between  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr. 
Garrett,  all  my  sympathies  would  be  with  Mr. 
Scott.  But  that  is  not  the  question.  All  I 
want  is  a  fair  vote  on  the  amendments  offered 
by  the  minority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  wish  to  say 
one  word  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  In  my  remarks  wnieh 
have  been  quoted,  when  I  stated  that  I  believed 
nine  tenths  of  the  opposition  came  from  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  that 
was  my  opinion  honestly  entertained  from 
what  I  had  seen  in  committee,  and  from  what 
I  had  seen  here.  I  do  not  say,  however,  there 
are  not  other  men  who  are  not  actuated  by 
such  motives.  I  believe  the  Maryland  dele- 
gation take  the  view  in  their  opposition  of 
sustaining  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company.  I  have  said  simply  what  m^  opin- 
ion was.  I  did  suppose  that  the  opposition  to 
this  bill  came  mainly  from  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  Railroad  Company ;  I  thought  so  then, 
and  I  think  so  now.  At  the  same  time  I  be- 
lieve there  are  gentlemen  on  this  floor  who 
are  actuated  by  different  motives. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words, 
if  I  am  allowed,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerr. J 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
objection,  but  that  my  colleague  will  be  allowed 
five  minutes. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana speaks  of  a  great  coiporation  coming 
into  this  Hall,  and  seizing  Congress  by  the 
throat.  I  know  this  case  presents  the  appear- 
ance of  two  great 'railroads  striving  here  for 
supremacy ;  but,  as  has  been  said,  few  members 
are  controlled  by  either  corporation.  For  one, 
coming  from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  I  have 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  this  question.  For 
more  than  fifteen  jears  the  people  of  that  State 
have  been  struggling  to  have  some  sort  of  free, 
uninterrupted  communication  with  the  capital 
of  the  nation.  The  people  of  that  State,  of 
western  New  York,  and  of  all  the  western  part 
of  the  country  who  pass  through  our  State^  hay^ 


been  seeking  the  same  result  We  have  tried 
to  get  some  running  connection  with  this  Balti- 
more and  Ohio  railroad,  but  they  have  refused. 
They  have  refused  to  sell  through  tickets. 
They  have  refused  to  check  bag^ige.  "f  hey 
have  refused  to  run  upon  a  time-table  harmon- 
izing with  the  time-table  of  our  railroad ;  and 
even  after  we  have  made  our  time-table  agree 
with  their  own  arbitrary  time-table  they  have 
again  changed  their  own  time-table  in  appear- 
ance to  incommode  us  a  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  KERR.    Allow  me  a  word. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  Let  me  go  on  for  the 
present.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  interrupted  now. 
We  went  to  the  Maryland  Legislature  and 
asked  for  the  right  of  way  to  our  own  capital, 
proposinff  to  build  a  railroad  by  which  passen- 
gers would  not  be  subjected  to  a  tax  of  thirty 
cents  per  head  in  going  to  or  coming  from 
Washington.  They  refused  it  for  a  long  time ; 
whether  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company  kept  them  from  doing  it,  I  am  not 
advised.  But  at  last  we  secured  a  charter.  We 
came  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  asked  to 
come  from  the  Maryland  line  to  Washington, 
and  again  met  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
road in  opposition.  We  came  to  Baltimore 
and  asked  to  tunnel  the  hill  to  avoid  going 
through  the  city  in  stages,  and  we  met  the 
same  corporation  fighting  us  there  which  is 
fighting  us  here  to-day.  When  at  last  we  got 
permission  and  extended  our  road  to  Wash- 
ington, we  would  have  been  glad  to  have  a 
union  depot  with  this  comnany  at  their  pres- 
ent location,  but  no  such  union  could  be 
obtained.  They  forced  us  to  make  another 
tunnel  and  come  round  on  the  south  side  of 
the  city.  When  we  at  last  have  overcome  all 
obstacles  placed  in  our  way  by  this  unaccom- 
modating rival,  and  come  to  locate  a  depot 
somewhere  near  the  street  railroads,  we  hnd 
our  old  enemy  on  hand  to  object.  ' 

The  city  of  Washington,  which  is  supposed 
to  be  the  owner  of  the  land  where  the  depot 
is  to  be  located,  looking  to  its  own  interest,  has 
given  its  consent.  Now  we  come  to  Congress 
to  get  its  consent,  the  same  Baltimore  and  Ohio 
confronts  us  in  committee  and  upon  the  floor 
of  th^  House.  Whether  it  influences  anybody 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  or  not  I  cannot  say, 
but  certain  it  is  the  president  of  that  road 
has  been  before  the  committee  and  made  an 
argument  in  opposition.  That  road  furnishes 
the  thought  for  the  papers ;  I  do  not  know  but 
the  other  road  does  too.  The  question  is 
where  we  shall  locate  this  depot  The  depot 
of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  is  so  located  that 
all  the  street  cars  make  direct  connection  with 
it.  If  you  now  force  the  new  depot  far  away 
from  the  street  cars,  of  course  the  road  will 
not  have  a  fair  opportunity  to  compete  for  the 
patronage  of  the  traveling  public. 

When  the  city  have  consented  that  we  shall 
have  our  depot  at  this  place,  and  the  committee 
have  reported  in  favor  of  it,  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Poland]  comes  in  and  says 
we  must  have  the  depot  of  another  railroad 
there  also.  Very  well;  suppose  we  agree  to 
that,  then  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Gar- 
field]  sets  up  and  says,  *'  No,  we  must  have 
a  park  there. ''  There  are  some  gentlemen  who 
have  got  so  fieir  up  in  the  world  that  they  have 
acquired  foreign  habits,  and  must  have  a  car- 
riage and  a  liveried  driver.  They  are  not 
wilTine  to  drive  to  the  Capitol  like  other  peo- 
ple along  the  spacious  avenue;  they  might 
thus  come  in  contact  with  vulgar  hacks  and 
common  people.  They  must  drive  to  the  Cap- 
itol through  a  great  park,  for  which  the  coun- 
try will  have  to  pay  at  least  $1,000,000. 
They  clamor  for  this  great  expenditure  every 
year.  They  must  have  a  magnificent  drive 
to  the  Capitol  to  avoid  the  vulgarity  of 
the  masses  on  the  democratic  thoroughfare. 
I  leave  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Poland]  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Gasfisld]  to  settle  that  question,  on  which 
the  one  gentleman  is  in  conflict  with  the  other. 

Then  another  gentieman  coipes  ia  and  saysi 


'*  You  most  set  sell  this  land  to  the  company 
for  a  depot,  because  when  the  city  grows  we 
want  to  move  it  further  off.''  The  value  of 
the  property  is  represented  by  a  small  sum. 
If  any  individual  owned  the  land  a  few  thou 
sand  dollars  would  buy  it  Everybody  knowi 
that  it  would  be  of  very  Utile  value  if  this  road 
did  not  want  it  In  tnat  case  you  coold  buy  it 
for  a  few  thousand  dollars. 

But  gentlemen  come  in  and  say,  '*  The  com- 
pany shall  buy  this  property ;  they  shall  be 
permanenUy  located  there ;  the  dtj  shall  not 
have  the  privilege,  if  it  should  want  a  park— 
if  the  magnificent  ideas  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  in  regard  to  having  $1,000,000  expended 
on  a  great  park  should  prevail-r-the  city  is 
that  case  shall  not  have  the  privilege  of  getting 
the  property  back." 

Now,  if  you  will  only  agree  about  it,  if  yon 
will  give  them  the  land  in  fee-simple,  they  will 
be  gbd  to  buy  it  and  pay  all  it  is  worth ;  or,  if 
you  are  to  let  them  have  a  lease  of  it,  reserviog 
the  right  to  repeal  or  alter  the  gcantt  say  so. 
But  gentlemen  oppose  the  depot  for  reaaooi 
tha^  destroy  each  other,  and  offer  oorresposd- 
ingly  conflicting  amendments. 

It  seems  to  me,  looking  over  tbeoe  contn- 
dictor^  arguments  and  amendmenta,  that  the 
resulting  purpose  of  the  warfare  made  upon 
this  bill  is  to  preserve  to  the  Baldniore  and 
Ohio  railroad,  in  some  modified  de^ee,  its 
old  and  hateful  monopoly  of  the  trade  and 
travel  to  the  capital  of  the  country. 

Mr.  STABKWE ATBB&.  I  desire  to  state 
to  the  House  that.being  disposed  to  be  liberal, 
I  am  willing  to  admit  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  irom  Illinois,  [Mr.  Cbbbs,]  as  well 
as  the  amendment  of  the  gentlemaa  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland.] 

Mr.  BB ATTY.  May  1  be  allowed  to  say  a 
word? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  If  a  vote  is  ob- 
tained on  the  amendment  as  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Poi«Aia>,J  and 
also  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois,  [Mr.  Cbebs,]  I  presume  both  those 
gentlemen,  who  represent  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  will  he  satisfied. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Will  the  ^enUeman  not 
allow  my  amendment  to  come  la? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  cannot  consent 
to  allow  all  the  amendments  to  be  Toted  on. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  wUl  state  what 
he  understands  to  be  the  arraaMment  now 
offered.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticat, 
[Mr.  SiMRKWEATfiEE,]  who  has  charge  of  the 
bill,  proposes  to  waive  the  demand  for  the  pre- 
vious question,  so  as  to  iaclude  within  it  the 
amendments  offered  by  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  and 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  COX.  I  object  to  that  arraogemeBt 
unless  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Bbattt]  is  included.  That  is  a 
most  valuable  amendment^  and  I  want  to  have 
an  opportunity  to  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  have  offeied  to 
admit  the  two  amendments  proposed  by  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  presuming  ihatgeo- 
tlemen  on  the  other  side  would  be  satisfied 
with  that  arrangement.  Bat  gentlemen  still 
object.  I  do  not  see,  therefore,  that  any 
arrangement  can  be  made. 

Mr.  DA  WES.  Will  the  genaeman  from  Cod- 
nectiouty  [Mr.  StABXVSAiaXRf]  after  having 
permitted  the  gentleman  from  Pennajylvania 
[Mr.  Scoheld]  to  occupy  ten  minuto,  now 
allow  me  to  ray  a  word  7 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  have  oflfeied  to 
allow  time  for  discussion  to  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side. 

Mr.  DAWES.  But  those  gentlemen  repre- 
sent two  different  railroads. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Those  gentiemeB 
on  the  other  side  profess  to  represent  the  Skfot 
interest  as  the  gentleman  from  Haasaohosetts 
[Mr.  Dawbs]  is  representing. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  only  want  to  know  if  I 
may  be  allowed  to  oocniQr  five  miantea. 
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Mr.  OTAftSVTBATHBR.  I  have  to  objec- 
tion to  it. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  I  would  like  to  say 
one  or  two  woi^. 

The  HPEAKER.  It  k  Yery  d^cmlt  fo#  the 
Chair  to  aMigQ  the  flocft  when  ilobttdy  has  any 
right  to  it.  Whea  there  it  aome  mle  bj^  which 
the  Chair  ean  be  governed  he  never  is  at  a 
loss  as  to  whom  te  assifni  the  floor,  bnt  now 
nobody  is  entitled  lb  it  bnt  by  nnanimoos 
consent. 

Mr.  RO(^fiYELT.  i  ask  vnanimons  con- 
sent to  say  a  few  woi^s. 

The  SPEAEEBl.  the  genUeman  from  Mas- 
saehnsetts  [Mr.  Dinns}  is  on  the  floor  for 
that  parpose,  and  t!he  getitletuan  from  Connec- 
ticut [Mr.  Stabkwkather]  asks  that  he  be 
allowed  &Ye  minntes. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticat  allow  me  five  minutes  afterward  ? 

Mr.  POLAND.  And  I  i^nt  a  third  five 
minutes.         t 

Mr.  BE  ATT  Y.  I  wish  to  have  two  minutes 
simply. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  If  we  can  get 
the  previotte  qnestion  on  the  bill  and  the  fi^t 
two  amendmenfti,  the  whole  cRibject  will  then 
be  op^Q.to  debate,  and  gentlemen  on  the 
other  nde  may  have  half  or  the  time  to  divide 
as  the^  see  fit. 

Mr.  OARB^IELp,  of  Ohio.  Let  those  two 
amendments  be  offered,  and  then  we  can  have 
the  discoadon  afterward. 

Mr.  KfiBE.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the 
ge&tieman  fr<ym  Ohio  [Mr.  Beattt]  will  also 
be  included. 

Mr.  COX.  That  is  the  best  amendment  of 
the  whole. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  ask  that  it  be  read  for  the 
information  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SPfiER,  of  Pennsylvania.  Under  the 
rules  of  the  House,  is  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bsattt]  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  could  not  be  included 
except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  it  be  retfd. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  the  Clerk  read 
the  amendfl&eift  as  follows : 

Add  to  the  bill  the  foTloWtng  : 

Provided  further,  That  in  eosBideration  of  the 
trivilaMflfraatsd  tff  tbii  act.  tho  said  railroad  oom- 
paor<  aoriair  uie  iiole  it  shall  oooapy  said  tradt  of 
Una,  ajLproTided  in  this  aol,  shall  pay  yearly  to  the 
city  of  washinston  snoh  sum  as  may  be  agreed  on  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  aod  a  person  to  be 
Ml«ot«i)l  by  the  BiltidiorO  and  Potomac  Railroad 
ComMiiywilnd  in  oaae  they  fail  to  apree,  the  Presi- 
dent Of  the  United  States  shall  appoint  another  per- 
son to  tfdt  with  theitt  in  fizins  the  sum,  and  the  sum 
so  fixed  as  ths  yearly  rsatal  of  said  property  shall  be 
receiired  by  aaia  eity,  and  Bet  apart  and  expended  by 
and  nnder  the  direotion  of  the  city  spyemment  of 
said  city  for  the  support  and  relief  of  the  poor  of  said 
eity :  and  said  city  SMy  Cnforoe  the  payment  of  said 
snm,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  same  shall  become 
due,  by  uesaiheptooeedinsS  noW authorised  bylaw 
forthe  colfeettbn  of  tales  in  said  city. 

Mr.  8P££iR,  of  PennsyWania.  Has  not 
the  city  of  Washington  already  granted  this 
land  to  this  company? 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  The  amendment  pro- 
poses an  octroi  tax ;  I  object  to  il. 

Mr.  COX.  Then  I  object  to  any  arrange- 
ment that  has  been  proposed. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  My  proposition 
U  to  include  the  two  amendments  from  the 
committee,  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  [Mr.  PoTJkin)]  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
CasBa.] 

Mr.  KLDREDGE.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  which  anienilment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Vermont  does  he  inolode? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  The  first  one 
Mibmitted  ;  the  one  cotksidered  in  committee. 

Mr.  KERR.    I  ask  the  House  to  allow  the 

{entleman  from  Tetmont  fif«  minutes  .to  be 
eard  on  this  snbject. 
Mr.  RAK£>ALL.    I  think  both  sides  have 
now  been  heard,  and  I  call  for  the  regular 
order  of  business. 
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Mr.  KERR.  Then  I  nrove  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  On  that  motion  I  call  for 
the  veas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  takeU  upon  ordering  the 
yeas  and  na^s ;  and  there  were — ayes  80,  noes 
116 ;  one  flub  voting  in  the  affirmative. 

^fore  the  result  of  thejFOte  was  announced, 

Mr.  HALE  called  fo Aellers  on  ordering 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Scofield  and 
Mr.  Kerr  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported  that  there  were — ayes  thirty- six,  noes 
not  counted. 

So  (the  affirmative  being  one  fifth  of  the 
last  vote)  the  yeas  and  nays  were  drdei'ed. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Pending  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  I  move  that  when  the  House  adjourns 
to-day  it  be  to  meet  on  Saturday  next. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  upon  a  divis- 
ion there  were— ayes  27,  noes  94. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  BEATTY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Pending  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  move  to  amend  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Beattt]  by  striking  out  "Saturdajr"  and 
inserting  '*  Monday*'  as  the  day  to  which  the 
House  will  adjourn. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  ameud- 
mentor  Mr.  McNeelt,  there  were — ayes  81, 
noes  10 :  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  McNEELY  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  As  all  proposi- 
tions for  a  compromise  are  rejected,  and  as 
gentlemeh  on  the  other  side  seem  determined 
that  no  business  shall  be  done,  I  hope  the 
motion  to  a^ourn  until  Monday  will  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERR.  Mr.  Speaker^  I  wish  to  make 
a  parliamentary  inquirjL.  Is  there  not  a  spe- 
cial order  that  will  come  up  at  half  past  one 
o'clock? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is;  but  it  does 
not  come  up  to  the  exclusion  of  privileged 
motions.  Gentlemen  are  making  motions  of 
the  highest  privilege  known  to  the  House. 

The  ouestion  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  McNeelt;  aad  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative — ^yeas  97,  nays  84,  not  voting  50 ; 
as  follows : 


obb,  Cogblan.  Cox,  Crossland,  Darrall.  Davis, 
Jickey,  Doonan.  Doz,  Du  Bqse,  Eaines.  Eldredge, 
Ely.  Finkelnbars.  Henry  D.  Foster.  Frye,  Garrett, 
Gets,  QoUadar.  BaldemaB,  Hamblvton,  Handley, 
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Benjamin  F.  Meyers,  Morey.  MorttMs.  Leonara 
Myers,  Nesley,  Pendleton,  Randall.  Read.  Edward 
T.  Rioe.  Johii  M.  Rice.  Ritofale,  William  B.  Roberts, 
Roosevelt,  Rusk,  Sargent,  Sdoteld,  SheMon,  Sher- 
wood. Shober.  Shoemaker.  Sloouni,SlC!S8g  H.  Bpaixl- 
man  Smith,  John  A.  Smith,  Snyder.  R.  Milton  Speer, 
Thomas  J.  Speer.  Starkweather.  Stevens,  Storm, 
Stonghton,  Stowell.  Sutherland,  Swann,  Taff4, 
Dwight  TowsBond.  Washington  TownsmidL  Van 
Trump.  Voorhees.  WaddelL  Waldron,  Warren, 
Wells,  Wheeler,  Whiteley,  and  Jereipiah  M.  Wll- 
sea— w. 

NATS— Messrs.  Arthur,  Banks,  Beatbr,  Beok. 
Beveridge,  Braxton.  George  M.  Brooke,  Buffinton, 
Caldwell,  Carroll.  Freeman  Clarke.  Cotton.  Crebs. 
Crocker.  Dawes,  Duke,  Bunnell,  ElUott,  Farwell, 
Charles  foster.  Wilder  B.  Foster,  Garfield,  Goodrich, 
Griffith,  Ha!e,  Halsey,  Hancock,  Hanks,  Harper, 
George  E.  Harris.  John  T.  Harria*  Havens,  Hawley, 
Hay,  Gerry  W.  Haselton,  Hemdon,  Hibbwd,  Hill, 
Hoar,  Eerr.Killinger,  King,  Lowe,  Lynch.  Manson, 
Marshall,  McGrew,  McHenry,  Mclntyret  MeJunkin, 
Merrlok.  Mitchell,  Monroe*  Moore,  Niblack.  Orr. 
Paokiurd,  Hosea  W.  Parker,  Isaac  C.  Parker,  Peck. 
Eli  Perry.  Peters,  Poland,  Prhxdle,  BlUi  H.  Roberts, 
Sessiont,  Shanks.  Shellabarger,  Slater,  Sprague, 
Stevenson.  Terry,  Turner.  TwicheU.  Tyner^pson. 
Vanghan.  Wakeman,  Walden.  Whitthome,  WiUard, 
John  T.  Wilson,  Wood,  and  Young—Sl 
.NOT  VOTING— Mean.  Adams,  Ames.  Bamum, 
Bingham.  James  G.  Blair.  Bgles,  Bright,  James 
Brooks,  Buckley,  BU^ett,  Roderick  A.  Butler, 
William  T.  Clark  J^obum.  Comingo.  Conger.  Conner, 
Cr««ly.  Critoher.  De  Large.  Bnell.  Famsworth,  For- 
ker, Hereford,  Holman,  Hooper,  Kellogg.  Kctcham, 


Kinsella,  Lamport.  McCormick.  MoCrary.  MeSee. 
Iferriam,  Morgan,  Packer,  Palmer,  Perce,  Aaron  F. 


Snapp,  Strong,  St.  JOtm,  sypber,  TUonias,  Tuthill. 
Wallaoe.  Walla,  WiUiams  of  Indiana,  Williams  of^ 
New  York,  and  Winchester— 59. 

So  the  ame&dment  of  Mr.  Mc^^eely  was 
adopted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  mt>tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Beatty,]  which,  as  now  amendedf,  proposes 
that  when  the  House  adjourns  to-day  it  a(][)ourn 
to  meet  on  Monday  next.  On  this  motion  the 
yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

Mr.  NBGLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  hour  of 
half  past  one,  which  has  been  appointed  for 
a  special  order,  has  arrived. 

TheSPEAKER.  But  it  does  not  out  off  priv- 
ileged motions  such  air  the  two  now  pending. 
Unless  they  be  withdrawn,  the  House  must  vote 
upon  them. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  If  the  House  desires  to  gp 
on  with  some  other  business 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  is  compelled 
to  go  on  with  other  business  unless  the  gentle- 
man obstructs  it  with  his  motion. 

Mr.  BEATTY.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Can  the  motion  be  with- 
drawn after  it  has  been  amended  by  a  vote  of 
the  House? 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  i^newthe 
motion. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion ;  and 
it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  94, 
nays  86,  not  voting  60 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS 'Messrs.  Acker.  Amhler,  Barry,  Bifby. 
BicgSuBird.  Austin  Blair.  Cobb.  Coithlaa.  Goaaer. 
Cox.  Darrall,  Davis,  Dickey,  Donnan,  Dox,  Barnes, 
Eldredge,  Ely,  Henry  D.  Foster,  Garrett,  Gets,  QoU 
laday,  Griffith,  Haideman,  Hambleton,  Haaooek. 
Handley^  Uanks,  Uarmer.  Georire  E«  Hanis.  Hays. 
John  W^Haxelton,  Hereford,  Honahton,  Kellev, 
Kendall,  Ketcham,  Eillinsfer,  Einff.Xamison.  LSn- 
siuff.  Leaeh,  Lewitf,  Mayaard,  MoOlellaad,  MoKfn- 
ney,McNeely,  Meronr,  Benjamin  JF.  Meyers, Morey, 
Morphis,_NiDlaek.  Hosea  W.  Parker.  Pendleton. 
Randall,  Read,  John  M.  Rice,  Ritchie,  Wilifam  R. 
Roberts,  Rogers.  Roosevelt,  Sargent,  SbsMon.  Sher- 
wood. Shober.  Shoemaker.  Slooumk  Sloss,  John  A. 
Smith,  Snyder,  R.  Milton  Sneer.  Thomas  J.  Speer, 
Sterens.  Storm,  Btough ton,  Stowell,  Swann,  Sypher, 
TaffB,  Dwight  Townsend,  Washinstdn  Townsend. 
Van  Trump.  Taughan.  Voorhees,  Waddell,  Wailaee. 
Warren,  Wells,  wheeler,  Whiteley,  Winchester, 
Wood,  and  Young^-94. 

NAYS—Messrs.  Archer,  Arthur,  ATerill,  Banks. 
Barber.  Boatty,  Beck,  Bell,  Braxton,  Bueklfey.  Buf- 
finton, Burchard,  Burdett,  Caldwell,Freettian  Clarke, 
Cobum.  Conger,  Cotton,  Crebs,  Crocker,  CikMeiaad. 
Dawes,  Du  Bose,  Dnell^nnnell.  Elliott,  Finkeln- 
burg.  Charles  Foster.  Wilder  D.  Foster,  Garfield, 
Goodrich.  Hale,  Harper,  John  T.  Harris,  Havens. 
Hawley,  Hay.  Gerry  W.  Haselton,  Hibbard,  Hill, 
Kerr,  Lowe.  Lynoh,  Manson,  Marshall,  McCormick. 
McCrary,  McGrew,  MoHeniy.  Mclntyre,  Merriam, 
Merrick,  Mitchell,  Monro«,  MoororLeoBMd  Myers, 
Negley,  Orr,  Paokard.  Palmer,  Isaac  a  Paxkor. 
Peck,  Aaron  F.  Pjrry,  Eli  Pernu,  Peters,  Poland. 
Porter.  EdWard  Y.  Rice,  Ellis  H.  Roberts.  Rusk. 
Scofleld.  Sessions,  Shanks^hfellabarger.  H.  Board- 
man  Smith,  Stevenioa.  Terxr.  TwicheU.^JEyner. 
Upson,  Wakeman,  Waldron,  Whitthome.  WlUard, 
Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  and  John  T.  Wilson— W. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Adami,  Ames,  Bamum, 
Beveridge,Bingha]a,  James  G.  Blatr,  Boles,  firight, 
George  M.  Broola,  James  Brooks.  Benjamin  F.  Bai- 
ler. RodeHck  R.  Butler.  Campbell,  Carroll,  William 
T.  (&k,  Comingo,  Creely,  Critcber,  De  Luige,  Duke. 
Famsworth,  Farwell,  Forker,  Frye.  Halsey,  Hern- 
don,  Hoar.  Holman,  Hooper,  KeUogg,  Emsella, 
Lamport,  McJunkin,  McKee,  Morgan.  Packer. 
Perce,  P^fttt.  Potter,  Price,  Prindle,  Rataay.  Rob- 
inson. Sawyer,  Seeley.Slaten  WortbingtonC.  mith, 
Snopp,  Sprague.  Starkweather,  Strong.  St  John. 
Sutherland.  Thomas,  Turner.  Tutbtlt.  Wdldben, 
Walls.  WUliams  of  ladlaaa,  and  WiUiaitaB  of  New 
Yoifk-W. 

So  the  motioA  to  adjonm  over  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  moV*  to  Reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  House  agreed  to  adjonm 
over ;  and  also  move  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider be  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  not ;  1 
shall  be  compelled  to  Ask  for  a  diviston. 

Mr.  SARGENT.    I  withdraw  my  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  questfon  now  recurs 
on  the  motion  made  by  the  gentleman  frorm 
Indiana,  that  the  House  do  now  skijoum. 

Mr.  KERR  withdrew  his  motion  to  ad* 
journ. 
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Mr*  COX.    I  renew  the  motioD  to  adjoam. 
The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
68,  noes  88. 
So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

SBOURITY  OF  LIFB  ON  BOARD  Of  8TBAMBRS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hoar  of  half  past  one 
o'clock  having  arrived,  the  House  resumes  the 
consideration  of  the  special  order,  being  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2116)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  *  An 
act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  life  on 
board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
bv  steam,  and  for  other  purposes,''  approved 
February  28,  1871,  which,  by  order  of  the 
House,  is  to  be  considered  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  business  until  disposed  of,  excepting 
reports  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  ana 
Means  and  from  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. It  is  the  bill  reported  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Neolbt]  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Is  that  the  regular  order 
in  the  House  at  this  time? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
read  by  sections  for  amendment,  and  that 
as  each  section  is  passed  it  shall  be  consid- 
ered as  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Is  the  debate 
limited,  or  are  we  under  the  hour  rule? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  has  been  no  lim- 
itation upon  the  debate.  It  has  only  been 
agreed  by  unanimous  consent  that  the  sections 
shall  be  read  for  amendment,  and  when  passed, 
all  further  right  to  amend  is  lost.  The  sec- 
tions, when  passed,  are  to  be  considered  as 
having  been  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move,  then, 
that  the  debate  be  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  under  the 
five-minutes  rule. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

870.2.  That  every  steamer  so  propelled,  and  carry- 
ing pusengers.  shall  be  provided  with  suitable  pipes 
and  valves  attaohed  to  the  boiler  to  convey  steam 
into  tbehold.  and  the  different  compartments  thereof 
to  extinguish  fire;  and  every  stove  used  on  board  of 
any  such  vessel  shall  be  well  and  securely  fastened, 
and  all  wood-work  or  other  ignitablo  substances 
about  the  boilers,  chimneys,  cook-houses,  and  stove- 
pipes exposed  to  ignition  shall  be  thoroughly  shielded 
by  some  incombustible  material,  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  leave  the  air  to  circulate  freely  between  such 
material  and  wood-work  or  other  ignitable  sub- 
stance. 

CHICAaO  RBLISF  BILL. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Before  any  further  reading 
of  the  bill,  if  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania will  yield  to  me  for  a  moment,  I  will 
make  a  report  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  which  I  do  not  think  will  take  up 
much  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands 
that  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  desires 
to  repoi^  the  Chicago  relief  bill  under  an 
understanding  that  will  not  take  up  much 
of  the  time  of  the  House.  Under  the  order 
fixing  this  as  a  special  order  for  to-day  the 
gentleman,  as  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  has  a  right  to  make  a  report 
frpm  that  committee. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  am  instructed  to  report 
back  the  Senate  amendment  to  House  bill 
No.  666,  and  will  enter  a  motion  to  recom- 
mit. A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  666)  for  the  relief  of 
sufferers  by  nre  at  Chicago  came  back  from 
the  Senate  with  an  amendment,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
The  committee  have  heard  a  great  many  par- 
ties on  the  one  side  and  the  other  in  reference 
to  this  bill.  The  chief  objection  to  the  passage 
of  the  bill  has  arisen  from  the  effect  it  will 
have  on  the  lumber  interests  of  the  country. 
I  think  there  would  scarcely  be  any  objection 
to  the  bill  if  it  did  not  come  from  that  quarter. 
I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 


and  Means  to  reeommend  concurrence  in  the 
Senate  amendment  as  it  comes  from  the 
House,  l9ut  I  am  also  instructed  to  permit  an 
amendment  to  be  offered  excepting  lumber 
from  the  operation  of  the  bill,  and  also  if  there 
be  offered  an  amendment  of  any  other  char* 
acter  to  permit  it  to  be  offered.  I  withdraw 
the  motion  to  recommit  long  enough  to  per- 
mit the  amendmentAo  be  made. 

Mr.  FAR  WELL.  I  move  in  line  three,  sec- 
tion two  of  the  bill,  after  the  word  *'  material,*' 
to  insert  the  words  *^  except  lumber.'* 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  desire  to  add  that  I  do  not 
think  if  this  amendment  should  be  adopted 
the  bill  will  encounter  any  opposition  from  any 
quarter,  but  from  what  I  learn  it  will  be  con- 
curred in  by  the  other  branch  and  the  bill  take 
effect  immediately. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Dawes]  a  question.  I  have  received  a  large 
number  of  letters  from  manufacturers  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  Ohio  expressing  the  fear  that 
the  bill  in  its  present  form  would  allow  frauds 
to  be  practiced  upon  the  revenue.  I  myself 
have  no  good  means  of  answering  that  sugges- 
tion, ana  I  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  for  the  satisfaction  of  many  peo- 
ple outside,  who  feel  anxious  on  this  subject, 
whether  that  feature  of  the  case  has  been  care- 
fully considered  by  the  committee? 

Mr.  DAWES.  In  reply  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  I  will  state  that 
when  this  bill  was  originally  reported  it  was 
drawn  in  the  language  of  the  Portland  bill ; 
and  the  committee  conferred  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  operation  of  the 
Portland  bill,  inquiring  whether  ther%had  been 
discovered  any  frauds  or  evasions  of  the  reve- 
nue laws  under  that  bill.  The  reply  of  the  Sec- 
retary  was  that  none  had  reached  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The 
construction  put  upon  that  bill,  which  employed 
the  same  language  as  this  bill,  was  such  that 
no  material  except  what  entered  into  the  con- 
struction of  buildings  could  be  admitted  free 
under  it.  That  was  the  established  construc- 
tion of  that  bill,  and  the  same  language  being 
made  use  of  in  this  bill,  I  suppose  it  would 
without  doubt  receive  the  same  construction 
at  the  Treasury  Departn^ent. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to 
state  to  the  House  that  after  consultation  with 
gentlemen  representing  the  various  interests 
affected  by  this  bill  it  has  been  understood 
that  this  proposition  will  in  the  main  be  satis- 
factory to  all  interests;  and  therefore  I  de- 
sire, on  the  partof  thosel  represent,  that  with 
this  amendment  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Chi- 
cago may  be  passed  and  go  into  operation  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  suppose  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan  [Mr.  Conoer]  means 
to  say  that  the  delegations  from  Wisconsin  and 
Michigan,  having  saved  their  Umber  interests, 
are  willing  that  anybody  else  may  be  sacri- 
ficed. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
recommit,  and  demand  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and 
the  main  question  ordered ;  which  was  first  on 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Farwell. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred.  Will  the  House  agree 
to  the  Senate  amendment  as  amended? 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  amended, 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  Tote 
by  which  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  as 
amended,  was  agreed  to;  and  also  moved  that 
the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  desire  to  have  it  entered 
up^n  the  records  that  I  have  paired  with  Mr. 
WiLUAMS,  of  New  York,  upon  this  bill.  I 
would  vote  **ay"  and  he  would  vote  *'no.** 


The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  record  wbt- 
ever  upon  the  Journal  of  any  member  haviog 
paired. 

SBCUaiTT  OF  LIVE  ON  BOARD  STSAXKBS. 

The  House  resumed  the  considention  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2116)  to  amend  so  act 
entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better 
security  of  life  on  board  of  vessels  propelled 
in  whole  or  in  part  bv  steam,  aod  for  otk«i 
purposes,'*  approved  February  28, 1871. 

1  ne  Clerk  read  the  following  section : 

Sec.  S.  That  every  steamer  exeeedinr  two  bno- 
dred  tons  burden,  except  as  hereioaflw  Bpeei&ed. 
shall  be  provided  with  two  rood  doable-tctinr  fire- 
pumps,  to  be  worked  by  hand;  eaeh chamber  of  iiid 
pumps  shall  be  of  sufficient  capacity  to  eoDUin 
not  less  than  eighty  cubic  inches  of  water ;  nid 
pumps  shall  be  placed  on  suitable  parts  of  the  ye»- 
sel  for  efficient  service,  bavins  good  hoie  of  eoit- 
able  diameter  to  eachjpump  of  sufficient  utreofth 
to  stand  a  pressure  of  one  hundred  pounds  per 
square  inch,  and  in  length  at  least  eqaal  to  oaehilt 
the  vessel's  lenirth  on  deck;  the  whole  to  be  kept 
at  all  times  in  good  working  order,  and  at  leaM  fi(t} 
feet  shipped  up,  ready  for  immediate  use;  on  eTerj 
such  steamer  not  exceeding  two  hundred  tou 
burden,  one  of  suoh  pumps  ma^  be  dispeaMdwiu. 
and  each  fire-pump  thus  provided  for  shall  be  ssp- 
plied  with  water  by  means  of  a  suitable  pipe  con- 
nected therewith,  and  passing  throufh  the  side  or 
bottom  of  the  yessel,  so  low  as  to  be  at  all  tima 
under  water  when  the  ▼essel  is  afloat;  and  noiuch 
fire-pump  shall  be  placed  below  the  lower  deck  of 
any  such  vessel.  But  the  capacity  of  eicbty  cabic 
inches,  as  heroin  required,  shall  not  apply  to  steia- 
ers  now  in  service.  And  in  addition  to  such  band 
fire-pumps,  there  shall  be  provided  on  all  iteamrrs. 
except  as  hereinafter  specified,  agooddoable-aetin; 
steam  flro-pump  of  a  capacity  equal  to  ooe  cubic 
inch  for  every  three  tons  measurement  of  resiel: 
Provided^  however.  That  in  no  case  shall  such  iteaji> 
fire-pump  have  a  capacity  of  less  than  one  ba&dr^j 
cubic  inches,  nor  is  it  required  to  be  more  thao  tu 
hundred  cubic  inches;  said  pump  to  have  one  pipe  of 
suitable  dimensions,  to  carry  the  water  to  the  upper 
decks,  fitted  with  proper  valves  and  noulet  for 
attaching  hose,  both  between  decks  aod  the  vpper 
deck,  and  with  hose  as  required  for  each  hand  fir^ 
pump ;  a  rotary  pump,  when  driven  by  ao  api* 
independent  of  the  main  engine,  or  a  pumpdrirto  b7 
the  doctor  or  donkey  engine,  if  of  theoapacitjtodLi- 
obarge  water  as  herein  specified,  or  a  siphon-pampM 
like  capacity,  shall  be  deemed  asufficientooioplticee 
with  the  requirement  of  this  section :  but  on  all  t« 
sels  hereafter  built  all  of  said  fire-pampe  shall  hare 
their  suction-pipes  so  arranged  as  that  they  may  b< 
operated  as  bilge-pumps  in  case  of  neoessitr;  aNit 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  engineer  to  see  that  aU  feed 
and  fire-pumps  are  constantly  kept  in  older  m 
ready  for  Immediate  servioe. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massacbasetts.    I  offer 

the  following  amendment  to  the  sectioa  ju^> 

read: 

In  lines  one  and  two.  strike  out  the  words  '*ex^' 
ing  two  hundred  tons  burden  ;'*  so  that  it  will  read. 
"  that  every  steamer,  except  as  hereinafter  tpeei- 
fied,"  Ac. 

Provision  is  afterward  made  in  regard  to 
vessels  below  two  hnndred  tons  baraeo,^ 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  epecificatioo 
here,  and  it  should  be  stricken  oat 

Mr.  NEQLEY.  I  do  not  object  to  the  gro 
tleman's  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Gierk  read  the  following  section : 

Seo.  4.  That  except  on  ferry-boats,  no  low  bar. 
(unless  for  feeding  stock  on  board,)  loose  cotton,  or 
loose  hemp,  campbene,  nitro-glyoerine,  sapfatb^ 
ben  sine,  benxole.  crude  petroleum,  or  other  use 
explosive  burning-fluids,  shall  be  o*'"^ ''.pKf  l! 
on  any  steamer  carrying  panengere ;  norshall  bain 
cotton  be  carried  on  such  stecuner  unless  the  bu& 
are  compactly  pressed  and  covered  with  ba«fisf  <^ 
similar  fabric,  in  good  merchantable  ahippiDren^- 
and  secured  with  good  rope  or  iron  bands:  oorsai^' 
baled  hemp  be  carried  on  the  deck  or  fuanu  teere* 
of,  unless  the  bales  s^e  oompaotly  pressed  asd  }•;  i 
curely  covered  with  bagging  or  a  similar  fabric:  du> 
shall  gunpowder  be  carried  on  any  sach  yessei. »' 
cept  in  case  of  special  license  granted  by  iQSpeetf'J' 
as  hereinafter  provided;  nor  shall  oU  of  Titn»>' 
nitric,  or  other  dangerous  chemical  acids  be  ev 
ried  on  such  steamers  except  on  the  decks  or  r«^ 
thereof.  Refined  petroleum,  when  in  meullie  etf^< 
securely  packed  in  boxes  or  casks,  or  when  m  uou 
bound  barrels,  and  plainly  marked  with  the  maob- 
facturerV  name,  the  name  of  the  article,  the  temper- 
ature at  which  the  same  will  ignite,  which  shall  ooi 
be  less  than  one  hnndred  and  Un  degrees  of  Fah^ 
heit;  oil  or  spirits  of  turpentine,  mastio  and  outer 
varnishee,  when  in  metallic  cases,  or  in  «»*' "l 
barrels  well  and  securely  bound  with  iron:  v 
friction-matches,  when  securely  packed  w  n^<^ 
tight  fthests  or  boxes,  the  covers  of  which  are  w w 
secured  by  locks,  screws,  or  other  reliable  fs»^<°J"7 
may  be  carried  on  the  decks,  guards,  or  foreeasUe  <" 
any  such  steamer,  at  a  secure  distance  firom  asra" 
or  heat,  or  in  sucn  other  part  of  the  steamer  as  me 
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local  inapooton  shall  designate  in  writing :  Provided, 
That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  may  grant  per- 
mission to  the  owner  of  any  steam  vessel  for  the  ose 
of  any  invention  or  |>roce88  for  the  utilisation  of 
petroleum  or  other  mineral  oils  or  substances  in  the 
production  of  motive  power,  and  he  shall  have  power 
to  make  and  enforce  regulations  eonoerning  the  ap- 
plication and  use  of  the  same  for  such  purposes,  such 
permission  to  be  granted  upon  the  certificate  of  the 
inspector  of  steamboats  for  the  district  wherein  said 
vessel  is  registered,  and  other  satisfactory  proof  that 
the  use  of  the  same  is  safe  and  efficient;  and  upon 
such  proof,  and  the  approval  of  suoh  certificate  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  a  special  license  for 
the  use  of  such  processor  invention  as  aforesaid  shall 
issue  under  the  seal  of  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  think  there  should  be  some 
penalty  for  a  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this 
section.  There  seems  to  be  Bone  provided  in 
this  section ;  and  I  woald  inquire  if  there  is 
any  in  the  subsequent  portions  of  this  bill  ? 

Mr.  NEGLB7.  There  is  a  provision  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  MAYNABD.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  who  has  charge  of  this  bill  a  ques- 
tion :  whether,  in  his  opinion,  the  provisions 
of  this  section  guard  the  safety  of  passenger- 
boats  equally  well  with  the  present  Taw? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    They  do. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Allow  me  to  ask  another 
question,  perhaps  not  exactly  germane  to  this 
section.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentleman 
whether  in  his  judgment  this  bill  is  framed  as 
securely  as  the  present  law  with  reference  to 
the  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  and 
preservation  of  boats? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  reply  to  the  question  of 
the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  matnardI 
by  stating  that  this  bill  is  as  carefully  framed 
for  the  purpose  he  has  named  as  the  present 
law.  The  Committee  on  Commerce  have  in- 
vestigated with  great  care  all  the  requirements, 
presented,  not  only  in  the  existing  law,  but 
suggested  by  men  of  experience.  They  have 
provided  very  carefully  every  provision  that 
has  been  found  to  be  useful  in  protecting  life 
and  property  on  board  of  boats  or  vessels  pro- 
pelled in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  wonld  also  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  what  provision  is  made  in  regard 
to  the  safety- lock  valve?  I  snppose  the  gen- 
tleman has  seen  the  criticism  made  upon  his 
bill  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  We  have  heard  the  state- 
ments, both  of  those  who  use  the  safety-lock 
valve  and  those  who  manufacture  them.  It 
was  the  desire  of  the  committee  to  leave  out 
of  the  bill  any  design  which  had  not  been 
found  to  act  with  perlect  advantage  and  which 
had  not  been  thoroughly  tested  by  experiment. 
The  experiments  thus  far  made  of  the  safety- 
lock  valve  now  in  use  have  not  been  entirely 
satisfactory,  therefore  the  committee  have  left 
to  the  board  of  supervising  inspectors,  desig- 
nating the  methodf  of  test,  however,  any  new 
appliance  that  may  tend  to  preserve  life. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  They  may  icdopt  the  lock 
safety-valve,  or  a  better  one  that  may  be 
offered? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    From  what  source  does  the 

?[entleman  derive  the  criticism  to  which  he  re- 
ers ;  from  the  gentleman  who  manufactures 
that  valve,  or  from  the  public  ? 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  will  answer  very  freely 
that  I  received  it  through  the  mail  in  print ; 
of  course  it  presented  prima /ocie  a  very  strong 
case,  one  which  I  thought  proper  to  bring  to 
the  attention  of  the  gentleman  in  the  course  of 
this  debate,  so  that  it  might  not  appear  to  have 
been  overlooked. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  am  satisfied  with  the  ex- 
planation of  the  gentleman  ;  but  th&  criticism 
to  which  he  refers  was  not  well  founded. 

Mr.  WELLS.  I  move  to  amend  this  section 
by  inserting  in  the  first  part  of  the  section, 
before  the  words  **  nor  shall  gunpowder  be 
carried  on  any  such  vessel,"  &c.,  the  following: 

Nor  shall  hay  be  transported  on  steambpats,  that 
is  stowed  on  the  forecastle,  on  the  guards,  or  in  the 
deck -room  of  any  steamboat  without  being  baled 
and  securely  sheltered  from  sparks  with  tarpaulins : 
Provided,  That  this  provision  shall  only  be  applied 
to  steamboats  navigating  the  Mississippi  river  and 
its  tribataries. 


Mr.  NEGLEY.    I  shall  make  no  objection 
to  that  amendment. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  In  order  to  save  time  in 
reading  this  billi  I  ask  that  the  Clerk  may 
omit  the  sections  and  paragraphs  printed  in 
italics,  because  they  are  parts  of  the  existing 
law. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  object.  I  think  the  whole 
bill  bad  better  be  considered  now.  They  are 
incorporated  here  to  become  parts  of  a  general 
law. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  made  the  proposition  only 
to  save  time. 

The  Clerk  read  the  followiog  section : 

Sso.  7.  That  every  steamer  (except  ferry-boats  and 
oanal-boats,  which  shall  be  equipped  with  boats  as 
hereinafter  provided)  navigating  rivers  only  shall 
have  at  least  one  good  substantial  wood  en  working- 
boat,  with  lines  and  detaching-hooks,  attached  and 
Sroperly  supplied  with  oars,  and  kept  in  good  con- 
ition  at  all  times  ready  for  immediate  use ;  and  in 
addition  thereto,  every  passenger  steamer  navigat- 
ing seas,  lakes,  bays,  sounds,  or  rivers,  (except  rivers 
flowing  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  their  tributa- 
ries,) of  lees  than  four  hundred  tons  measurement, 
shall  have  one  metallic  life-boat,  in  all  respects  a 
good,  substantial,  and  safe  sea-boat,  with  life-lines 
and  detaching-hooks  attached,  and  properly  sup- 
plied with  oars,  and  so  fitted  as  to  be  at  all  times 
ready  for  immediate  use ;  and  every  such  vessel  of 
four  hundred  tons,  andnbt  exceeding  eight  hundred 
tons  shall,  in  addition  to  said  workinpr-boat.  have 
three  boats,  two  of  which  shall  be  metallic  life-boats ; 
and  every  such  vrasel  exceeding  eight  hundred  tons, 
and  not  exceeding  fourteen  bundred  tons,  shall,  in 
addition  to  said  working  boat,  have  four  boats, 
two  of  which  shall  be  metallic  life-boats;  and  every 
such  vessel  of  more  than  fourteen  hundred  tons, 
and  not  exceeding  two  thousand  tons,  shall,  in  ad- 
dition to  said  working-boat,  have  five  boats,  three 
of  which  shall  be  metallic  life-boats;  and  every 
such  vessel  of  more  than  two  thousand  tons,  and 
not  exceeding  twenty-eight  hundred  tons,  shall,  in 
addition  to  9aid  working-boat,  have  six  boats,  three 
of  which  shall  be  metallic  life-bdats;  and  every 
such  vessel  exceeding  twenty -eight  hundred  tons, 
shall,  in  addition  to  said  working-boat,  have  eight 
boats,  four  of  which  shall  be  metallic  life-boats ; 
and  the  length  of  each  of  such  boats,  except  the 
working-boat,  shall  not  be  less  than  one  tenth  the 
steam  vessel's  length  on  deck,  (but  in  no  case  shall 
such  boat  or  boats  be  less  than  twelve  feet  in  length,) 
and  shall  be  otherwise  properly  proportioned  and 
well  and  substantially  constructed.  (Of  the  boats 
required,  at  least  one  half  the  number  shall  be  hung 
to  cranes  or  davits,  with  lines  and  detaching-hooks, 
ready  for  immediate  use :)  Provided^  That  if  the 
owners  prefer,  in  any  special  case,  they  may  substi- 
tute for  the  boats  herein  required  a  larger  number  of 
boats  of  smaller  dimensions,  (bat  no  boat  shall  be  less 
than  twelve  feet  in  length.)  so  that  their  total  capa- 
city shall  not  be  lees  than  herein  required.  All  steam 
ferry-boats  of  over  fifty  tons,  andpiot  exceeding  three 
hundred  tons,shall  carry  one  gooa,substantialwooden 
boat  not  less  than  sixteen  feet  in  length  and  other- 
wise properly  proportioned,  with  lines  and  detach- 
ing-hooks attached  and  properly  supplied  with  oars, 
and  kept  in  good  condition  at  all  times,  and  hung  to 
cranes  or  davits  ready  for  immediate  use;  and  all 
such  ferry-boats  exceeding  three  hundred  tons  meas- 
urement, and  not  more  than  eight  hundred  tons,  shall 
carry  two  such  boats  of  not  less  than  sixteen  feet  in 
length  and  so  equipped,  one  of  which  shall  be  a 
metallic  life-boat;  and  all  such  ferry-boats  exceed- 
ing eight  hundred  tons  shall  carry  three  suoh  boats, 
not  leas  than  sixteen  feet  in  length  and  so  equipped, 
one  of  which  shall  be  a  metallic  life- boat,  and  one 
or  which  shall  be  a  working-boat:  Provided,  That 
where,  from  the  character  of  the  navigation  or  other 
cause,  in  the  opinion  of  the  inspectors  appointed 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act^  a  part  of  the  metal- 
lic life-boats  may  be  dispensed  with,  they  may  exempt 
any  such  steamer  ttom  carrying  the  same,  and  sub- 
stitute therefor  wooden  boats,  metallic  or  other  rafts. 
And  every  steamer,  except  ferry-boats,  which  are 
hereinbefore  provided  for,  navigating  the  waters 
flowing  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  shall  oe  equipped 
with  one  good  yawl-boat,  at  least  one  tenth  the  length 
of  the  vessel,  or  with  two  yawls  equivalent  in  capa- 
city; but  in  no  case  shall  said  yawl  be  less  than  eight- 
een feet  in  length,  and  of  proportionate  depth  and 
width  for  effective  usefolness,  provided  with  oars  and 
life-lines,  and  one  metallic  life- boat  atleast  one  tenth 
the  length  of  the  vessel,  or  two  of  equivalent  capa- 
city equipped  in  like  manner:  Provided,  That  all 
steamers  already  constructed  and  fitted  with  yawls 
and  life-boats,  under  the  provisions  of  former  laws, 
may  oontinue  to  use  the  same,  conditioned  that  any 
deficiency  in  capacity  of  the  same  under  this  sec- 
tion may  be  made  up  by  additional  boat  or  boats. 
And  every  steam  vessel  navigating  the  oceans,  lakes, 
bays,  or  sounds  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
provided  with  a  drag  or  floating  anchor,  stroqgly 
constructed.  Such  drags  may  be  connected  to  the 
ship's  cable  by  a  bridle  of  iron  rods  or  chains 
and  shackles,  and  shall  bo  kept  at  all  times  in 
prood  order,  ready  for  efBeient  use,  and  accessible 
in  case  of  emergency.  Such  drags  shall  have  di- 
mensions not  lees  than,  for  steamers  of  four  hun- 
dred tons  and  under,  twenty-five  superficial  feet; 
for  steamers  of  over  four  hundred  tons,  and  not 
1   exceeding  six  hundred  tons,  thirty-six  superficial 


feet;  for  steamers  of  over  six  hundred  tons,  ttd 
not  exceeding  one  thousand  tons,  fifty  superficial 
feet ;  for  steamers  of  over  one  thousand  tons,  and 


thousand  five  hundred  tons,  one  hundred  super- 
ficial feet;  for  steamers  exceeding  two  thousand 
five  hundred  tons,  in  the  proportion  of  one  super- 
ficial foot  to  each  twenty-five  tons  measurement. 
And  each  and  every  steamer  shall  be  provided  with 
good  and  sufficient  anchors  and  chains,  suitable  in 
size,  weight,  and  number  to  the  siie  of  the  steamer 
and  to  the  trade  in  which  she  may  be  employed. 

Mr.  CREBS.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out  in  the  thirty- sixth,  thirty- seventh,  thirty- 
eighth,  and  thirty-ninth  lines  of  the  section  just 
read  the  words  *'  of  the  boats  required  at  least 
one  half  the  number  shall  be  hung  on  cranes 
or  davits,  with  lines  and  detaching- hooks, 
ready  for  immediate  use/'  and  to  insert  in 
lieu  thereof  the  following: 

The  boats  required  shall  be  provided  with  suit- 
able boat-disengaging  or  launching  apparatus  so 
arranged  as  to  allow  said  boats  to  be  safely  launched 
while  suoh  vessels  are  under  speed,  or  otherwise, 
and  so  as  to  allow  such  disengaging  or  launehing- 
apparatus  to  be  operated  by  one  person.  And  such 
disengaging  or  launching-apparatus  shall  include 
any  appliances  by  means  of  which  the  prescribed 
result  can  be  obtained. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  bill  provides  for  the 
adoption  of  such  appliances  as  may  be  ap- 
proved by  the  board  of  supervising  inspectors. 
Will  the  gentleman  state  his  object  in  offering 
this  amendment? 

Mr.  CREBS.  Certainly.  As  I  understand, 
the  board  of  supervising  inspectors  have  ex- 
amined and  approved  Ae  Beaupr^  life- boat; 
but  under  the  existing  law  they  cannot  adopt  it. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  There  is  a  provision  in 
another  part  of  the  bill  which  covers  this  case. 

Mr.  CREBS.  I  will  state  more  fully  my 
object  in  offering  the  amendment.  If  there 
be  any  serious  objection  to  it  I  shall  uot  urge 
it.  The  board  of  supervising  inspectors,  as  I 
understand,  have  examined  and  approved  the 
life-boat  of  which  I  speak ;  but  the  law  requires 
that  any  life-boat  which  may  be  used  shall  be 
hunV  upon  cranes  or  davits.  BeauprS^s  boat 
is  n^  so  hung.  Now,  I  desire  that  the  inspect- 
ors shall  have  authority  to  decide  what  Kind 
of  hanging-apparatus  shall  be  used. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  This  bill  contains  a  pro- 
vision that  any  new  appliance  for  the  preser- 
vation of  life  shall  be  tested  in  actual  use  for 
six  months,  and  then,  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  with  the'  approval  of  the 
board  of  supervising  inspectors,  it  may  be 
adopted,  provided  it  be  found  satisfactory. 
We  should  not  in  this  bill  take  the  responsi- 
bility  of  requiring  the  adoption  of  any  par- 
ticular appliance. 

Mr.  CREBS.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  informed 
that  the  inspectors  approve  this  life-boat,  but 
say  that  under  the  law  they  cannot  adopt  it ; 
and  this  bill,  as  I  nnderstand,  does  not  propose 
to  change  the  law  in  that  particular.  This  is 
the  information  I  have  obtained  from  those 
who  have  examined  the  bill  with  a  good  deal 
of  care.  The  amendment  I  have  offered  can- 
not be  objectionable ;  for  if  the  bill  does  con- 
tain in  another  place  a  provision  of  the  same 
kind  it  can  do  no  harm.  Under  my  amend- 
ment this  life-boat  cannot  be  adopted  without 
the  approval  of  the  inspectors. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  respectfully  ask  the  House 
to  agree  in  general  terms  to  the  sug||^e8tions 
and  recommendations  of  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  who  have  considered  carefully 
every  provision  in  this  bill.  They  have  en- 
deavored to  adopt  every  requirement  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  property  and  life, 
freely*  receiving  suggestions  and  adopting  the 
advice  of  those  who  are  competent  to  give  it. 
Any  amendment  proposing  to  provide  for  a 
special  appliance  would  I  think  oe  wrong,  be- 
cause any  appliance  which  may  after  a  care- 
ful test  prove  to  be  suitable  can  be  adopted 
by  the  inspectors,  with  the  approval  of^the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasurv 

The  SPEAKER  jpro  tempore,   (Mr.   Gar- 


2052 


raB  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


March  28, 


FiBLD,  of  Ohio.)    Debate  on  this  amendment 
is  exhausted. 
The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

MBS8A0B  FROM  THE  PBBSIDKNT. 

A  messaee  in  writing  from  the  President  of 
the  United^  States  was  communicated  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Horace  Portbb,  one  of  his 
Secretaries. 

BBOUBITT  OF  LIFJC  ON    STB  AM  VBSSBL9. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2116)  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  fbr  the  better 
security  of  life  on  board  of  vessels  propelled 
in  whole  or  in  part  bv  steam,  and  for  other 
purposes, '*  approved  February  28,  1871. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  paragraph  of 

section  eleven : 

Secondly.  They  shall  alio  inspect  the  boilen  of 
ail  iteaners  before  the  same  snail  be  used,  and 
once  at  least  ia  every  year  thereafter.  subJectinir 
them  to  the  hydrostatic  pressare  prescribed  by  this 
act,  aad  satisfy  themselves,  by  thoronch  ezamina- 
tion,  that  the  boilers  are  well  made,  of  good  and 
snitable  material ;  that  the  openings  for  the  passage 
of  water  and  steam,  respectively,  and  all  pipes  and 
tubes  exposed  to  heat,  are  of  proper  dimensions  and 
free  from  obstrnotion :  that  the  spaces  between  and 
around  the  flues  are  sufficient,  and  that  the  flues  are 
circular  in  form,  and  the  fire-line  of  the  furnace  is 
at  least  two  inches  below  the  prescribed  minimum 
water-line  of  the  boilers;  and  that  the  arrangement 
for  doliyering  the  feed-water  is  such  that  the  boil- 
ers cannot  be  injured  thereby;  and  that  such  boil- 
ers, and  the  machinery,  and  the  appurtenances  may 
bo  safely  emvloyed  in  the  service  proposed  in  the 
written  application  without  peril  to  life;  and  shall 
also  satisxy  themselveti  that  the  safety-yalves  are  of 
suitable  dimensions,  sufiieient  in  number,  and  well 
arranged ;  and  that  the  weights  of  the  sal'ety-valves 
ore  properly  adjusted,  so  as  to  allow  no  greater  pres- 
sure in  the  boilers  than  the  amount  iprescribed  by 
the  inspection  certificate:  that  there  is  a  sufficient 
number  of  gauge-cocks  properly  inserted;  and  to 
indicate  the  pressure  of  steani,reiiable  andai^prored 
eteam-gauges.  one  of  which  is  to  be  placed  m  each 
flro-room  and  one  in  the  eflifine-room.  and  which 
shall  at  all  times  be  tubleot  to  the  inspection  of  pas- 
sengers; and  reliable  water-gauges,  and  a  suitable 
steam-whistle;  and  that  fusible  metals  are  prop- 
erly inserted,  except  on  sea-going  steamers,  so  as 
to  fuse  by  the  heat  of  the  furnace  when  the  water 
iu  the  boilers  shall  full  below  its  prescribed  limits ; 
nod  that  adequate  aad  certain  provision  is  made 
for  au  ample  supply  «>f  water  to  feed  the  boilers  at 
all  times,  whether  such  vessel  is  in  motion  or  not, 
80  that  in  all  boilers  the  water  shall  not  be  less 
than  three  inches  above  the  top  of  the  floes ;  and 
also  that  means  of  blowing  out  are  provided,  so  as 
to,  so  far  as  praet&oable.  thoroughly  remove  the  mud 
and  sediment  from  all  parts  of  the  boilers  when 
they  are  under  pren are  of  steam:  Provided,  how- 
ever. That  no  kind  of  instrument,  machine,  or 
equipment,  for  the  better  security  or  life,  provided 
for  by  this  act.  shall  be  used  on  any  vessel  carry- 
ing passengers  which  shall  be  disapproved  by  the 
board  of  supervising  inspectors,  and  also  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  HANKS*  1  move  to  amend  the  para- 
graph just  read  by  inserting  after  the  words 
'*and  shall  also  satisfy  themselves  that  the 
safbty- valves  are  of  snitable  dimensions,  suf- 
ficient in  number,  and  well  arranged,^'  these 
words: 

Ode  or  more  of  which  shall,  if  necessary  in  the 
opinion  of  the  inspeetors  to  seoure  safety,  be  taken 
wholly  from  the  control  of  all  persons  engaged  in 
navigating  such  vessel,  and  secured  by  the  inspect- 
ors. 

This  is  a  requirement  of  the  existing  law, 
and  I  think  one  of  its  most  important  pro- 
visions. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
give  the  House  some  reason  for  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HANKS.  I  know  on  vessels  navigttt- 
ing  the  Mississippi  river  that  it  is  important 
the  control  of  the  matter  should  be  taken  away 
from  the  engineers. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.^  Name  a  single  navigator 
who  is  in  fkvor  of  it,  and  I  will  agree  there  will 
be  some  reason  for  its  insertion. 

Mt.  HANKS.  I  have  heard  no  objection  to 
it  so  far,  and  understand  that  it  is  recom- 
mended by  the  board  of  supervising  inspectors. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  will  tell  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  that  the  board  of  super- 
vising inspectors  are  not  running  this  Con- 
gress now.  The  Committee  on  Commerce, 
after  careful  consideration  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject, have  agreed  to  strike  out  ihk  provision 
which  the  gentleman  desires  to  insert,  and  I 


hope  the  recommendation  of  the  committee 
will  be  followed. 

Mr.  HANKS.  The  recommendation  of  the 
board  of  supervising  inspectors  is  entitled  to 
respectful  consideration  by  Congress.  Thev 
are  gentlemen  whose  business  it  is  to  know  all 
about  these  matters  and  to  make  themselves 
familiar  with  all  these  things,  and  they  have 
recommended  the  retention  of  this  provision 
in  the  law. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  No  such  suggestion  has 
been  made  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  amendment  was  rgected. 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  propose  to  offer  an  amend' 
ment,  and  time  will  be  saved  if  the  Speaker 
will  permit  me  to  ask  the  gentleman  a  question 
before  offering  the  amendment. 

The  SPE AKEB  pro  tempore,    Cei'tainly. 

SIESSAGE  FROM  TflB  SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate,  by 
Mr.  Stmfson,  one  of  its  clerks,  notifVing  the 
House  that  that  body  had  passed  bills  of  the 
following  titles;  in  which  tne  concurrence  of 
the  House  was  requested : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  347)  granting  a  pension  to 
Sarah  McEnany; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  793)  entitled  "An  act  to 
amend  an  act  approved  February  28,  1871, 
amending  an  act  approved  May  81,  1870,  en- 
titled 'An  act  to  enforce  the  rights  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the  several 
States  of  this  Union,  and  for  other  purposes ;' '' 

An  act  (3.  No.  879)  granting  a  pension  to 
Mary  Armstrong ;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  878)  granting  a  pension  to 
the  minor  children  of  Amanda  M.  Hitchie. 

It  further  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  bills  of  the  House  of  the  following  titles, 
without  amendments: 

A  bill  (H.  K.  No.  1073)  granting  a  pension 
to  Sarah  Whiting ; 

A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1197)  granting  a  pension 
to  Captain  Henry  M.  Scott :  and 

A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  2041)  for  the  relief  of  the 
children  of  John  M.  Baker. 

It  further  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  a  bill  (H.  B.  No.  48)  to  settle  and  quiet 
the  titles  of  lands  along  the  boundary  line 
between  Georgia  and  Florida,  wiUx  an  amend- 
ment;  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
was  requested.     ^ 

It  further  announced  that  the  Senate  bad 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill  (S.  No.  681)  to  provide  for 
the  reporting  and  printing  of  the  debates  in 
Congress. 

It  further  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  cott'> 
ference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1830)  to  amend 
the  thirty-second  section  of  an  act  entitled  *'  An 
act  to  reduce  internal  taxes,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,'' approved  July  14, 1870. 

It  further  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
disagreed  to  the  amendments  of  the  House  to 
a  bill  (S.  No.  665)  to  extend  the  time  to  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  to  build  a  road  from  Lake 
St.  Croix  to  Lake  Superior,  asked  a  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  disagreeinc  vote  of 
the  two  Houses,  and  had  appointed  Mr.  Car- 
pC27T£n,  Mr.  PoMEROT,  and  Mr.  Kellt,  as 
managers  of  said  conference  on  its  part. 

ST.  CROIX  AND  StPSRIOR  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  KBTCHAM.  I  move  that  the  House 
agree  to  the  request  of  the  Senate  for  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  amenament  to  the 
bill  (S.  No.  565)  to  extend  the  time  to  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  to  complete  a  road  from 
Lake  St.  Croix  to  Lake  Superior. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SECURITY  OF  LIFE  OM  BOARD  OF  8TKAUBR8. 

The  House  resumed  thecoosiderationof  the 
bill  (H.  B.  No.  2116)  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
"  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
life  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or 


in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes,'- 
approved  February  28, 1871. 

Mr.  BIBD.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Neoley]  vbetber 
the  look-valve  is  provided  for  by  any  of  the 
sections  of  this  bill,  and  if  not,  why  not? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  committee  have  ex- 
cluded the  recommendation  of  any  p&teou 
from  the  provisions  of  this  bill.  They  leave 
with  the  Secretarjr  of  the  Treasury  and  the 
board  of  supervising  inspectors  the  recom- 
mendation and  adoption  of  any  appliances 
found  necessary  to  preserve  life. 

Mr.  HANKS.  I  desire  to  offer  another 
amendment,  which  I  send  to  the  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

In  line  seventy-seviNi.  aeeond  pansrapb.  seeiioo 
eleven»  after  the  womt  "  easine*rooin,"  insert  ai 
follows: 

And  suitable  steam  registers  that  wUl  eorrectlr 
reeord  each  ezeess  of  steam  carried  above  the  pre- 
scribed limit  and  the  highest  point  atuiasd,  which 
shall  be  taken  wholly  from  the  control  of  all  persuai 
engaged  in  navigating' such  vessels,  and  secured  by 
the  inspectors. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  should  have  no  objeciios 
to  the  amendment  if  the  gentleman's  reqaire- 
ment  could  be  complied  with,  tbat  these  sieam 
registers  should  be  wholly  correct.  There  ia 
not  a  register  now  used,  or  that  has  beeo  in 
use,  that  is  strictly  correct. 

Mr.  HANKS.  That  may  be  possible.  But 
the  sub-committee  of  the  board  of  sapetrislog 
inspectors  reports  that  the  steam  registera  qov 
in  use  answer  every  purpose.    Their  report  ij 

follows : 


Your  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  Clirk 
steam  register,  and  also  the  Bdson  steam  rerifur, 
respeetfolljr  report  that  both  of  said  steam  rssisMn 
are,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  vbeo  t^ted 
in  accordance  with  the  rules  of  the  board  of  saper 
vising  inspectors,  reliable  steam  registers,  aod  u* 
swer  all  the  requirements  of  law  relatire  to  EUais 
registers ;  suid  your  committee  recommend  that  m 
same  be  approved  by  the  board  of  saperrising  ia- 

"*^^^"'  SAMUBL  OTTHR}B. 

JOHN  MBNSHAW,. 
JOHN  S.  DBVBifNY. 

Here  ia  their  une<iuivocal  indorsement  of 
this  thing  as  answering  all  the  reqniremeDU 
of  the  law  for  the  purpose  of  securing  ibe 
safety  of  the  traveling  public. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  wish  to  say  that  io 
considering  this  question  we  had  before  u3 
steamboat  men,  engineers,  a  cooBtracior  of 
the  Navy,  and  the  patentees  of  these  steam- 
gauges  ;  and  it  was  the  concurrent  opinioo  of 
all  Uiat  they  were  liable  to  g^t  out  of  order, 
and|  of  course,  when  they  went  out  of  order, 
they  would  mislead  everybody. 

There  is  another  reason  why  we  shoold  not 
allow  this.  It  is  additional  to  the  gauges  vbicb 
engines  ordinarily  have.  We  desire  to  leave 
it  to  the  engineer  to  rely  upon  that  gauge,  aod 
not  upon  gauges  elsewhere.  Further,  in  order 
to  provide  for  any  inventions  that  may  prove 
to  be  good  in  the  future,  we  agreed  upoo  a 
provision  which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of 
section  fifiy-two,  and  which  would  allov  tbe 
gentleman's  gauge  to  coum  in  after  it  sball 
have  gone  through  tbe  process  there  pre 
scribed.  I  will  read  the  proviso  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  House : 

Provided,  That  any  saeh  applianee  or  iutromat 
additional  to  what  is  luresoribed  ia  this  m(  wuu 
before  being  adopted  or  ordered  to  be  used  by  scca 
vessels,  he  lally  tested  in  oetnal  practice  oo  not  1^ 
than  three  Teesels  dorinv  a  period  of  six  mootus. 
then  to  be  submitted  to  tho  super risinf  inspeeioa 
then  tested'  by  a  board  of  officers  appointed  brtB« 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  aod  by  faim  approred,  a? 
well  as  by  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasaxy. 

Therefore,  if  there  be  any  good  inventions 
in  fututie,  they  can  be  introduced  by  goiof 
through  this  process ;  and  the  steamboat  men 
need  not  be  imposed  upon  as  they  hare  been 
by  patentees  and  combinations  all  over  tbe 
coontrjPi  But  we  do  not  wish  to  sbnt'oat  sot 
of  these  dietinctly,  and  hence  we  have  proTiaed 
this  very  safe  means  of  letting  them  io.  I^ 
seems  to  me  it  would  be  a  very  unwise  in* 
position  to  lay  upon  the  steamboat  oeD  of 
this  countrv  to'  put  this  gauge  upon  this  Itv, 
when  it  is  the  concurrent  opinion  of  everyone 
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capable  of  havmg  an  opiDiOQ  upon  the  subject 
that  it  will  do  no  good  whatever,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  will  do  harm. 

The  question  being  put  on  Mr.  Havk's 
amejudment,  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  section : 

Sta.  23.  That  in  order  to  otrry  thli  aet  fatly  into 
eaeeation  the  ten  sapenrisios  inspectora  now  in 
office  shall  Qontinae  in  commission  i  and  whenever 
a  TaoaocT  oooars,  from  death,  reslffoatioo,  or  re- 
moval, the  President  of  the  United  States  shall, 
with  the  adTioe  and  oonsent  of  the  Senate,  fill  the 
racaacy  by  appointing  a  saopeesor.  who  shall  be 
selected  for  his  Knowledge,  skill,  and  praotiosJ  expe* 
rience  in  the  uses  of  steam  for  navigation,  and  is  a 
competent  judge  of  the  character  and  qualijties  of 
steam-vessels,  and  of  aU  parts  of  the  m^Mhlnery 
employed  in  steaming.  Xhe  ssid  supervising  in- 
flpeetors  shall  assemble  together  as  a  board,  once  in 
each  year  at  least,  at  each  times  and  places  aethie  in- 
terests of  the  service  may  re<;iuire,  for  joint  cpnsnlt- 
ation,  which  meetings  shall  be  open  to  all  interested, 
and  snail  assign  to  each  of  thes^pervisin^  imo^otofs, 
respectively,  the  limits  of  territory  within  which  ha 
shall  perform  his  dutie^^ ;  and  the  said  board  shall  es- 
tablish all  neeeesary  rn  I  es  and  regulations  required  to 
carry  ont  in  the  most  effective  and  eeonomMarmaaoer 
the  proTisions  of  this  ao^  for  th0  safety  of  life  i  alsi) 
rules  and  regatations  for  their  own  government  and 
that  of  Ae  several  boards  of  local  inspectors  in  the 
performance  of  their  official  duties :  Pnmded,  Aoto- 
ever.  That  the  siipervisinjg  inspector  for  the  duitriot 
embracing  the  PaeiAo  coa«t  shall  not  be  under  obli- 
gation to  attend  tlie  meetings  of  the  board  unless 
the  exigencies  of  tihe  service  reanire  it}  and  when 
~  e  does  not  attend  such  meetings  he  shsll  make  his 
,  ommnnications  thereto  in  the  way  of  a  report,  in 
such  manner  as  the  board  shall  nrescribe.  The  su- 
pervising inspector  general  now  in  office  shall  oon*- 
tinue  in  commission,  and  whenever  a  vacancy  shall 
occur  from  death,  resignation,  or  removal,  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  Sutes  shall,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  fill  the  vaoaocar 
by  appointing  a  successor,  who  shall  be  selected  with 
reference  to  nis  fitness  and  ability  to  ssrstematise 
and  carry  into  elTeetall  the  provisions  ofiaw  relat- 
ing to  the  steamboat  ioflpection  service,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  to  superintend  the  administration  of 
the  steamboat  inspection  laws,  preside  at  the  meet- 
ings of  the  board  of  supervising  inspectors,  receive 
all  reports  of  inspeotorff.  and  receive  and  examine 
all  aeoonnts  of  such  officers,  report  fully  at  stated 
periods  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  upon  all 
matters  pertaininpr  to  hw  official  duties,  and  produce 
a  correct  and  uniform  administration  of  the  inspep- 
tion  laws,  rules,  and  regulations;  and  the  said 
superrising  inspector  general  shall  be  paid  for  his 
eerviees  at  the  rate  of  $3,500  per  annnm.  and  sll  his 
reasonable  traveling  expenses,  or  mileace,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  cents  per  mile  when  on  official  duty. 

Mr.  SHELLABARGER.  I  desire  to  sug- 
gest an  amendment  to  this  section.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  considered  in  committee; 
I  do  not  remember  how  that  was.  But  I  move 
to  strike  ont  in  the  last  part  of  the  section  the 
words  "reasonable  traveling  expenses,  or 
mileage,  at  the  rate  often  cents  per  mile  when 
on  official  duty,'*  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following : 

Actual  and  necessary  traveUng  expenses,  not  to 
exceed  tea  cents  per  mile,  incurred  in  the  disohatfa 
of  bis  ofieial  duties,  to  be  allowed  by  the  proi^ 
Dcconnting  officers  upon  proper  vouchers,  ana  veri- 
fied by  oath. 

Mr.  NEOLEY.  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  29.  That  all  coasting,  steam,  and  sail  vessels, 
and  all  such  vessels  navigating  lakes,  bays,  riveiv, 
inlets,  sounds,  and  harbors,  other  than  the  water 
flowina  into  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  or  their  tributaries, 
fihall.  when  meeting  and  pasnng  each  other,  comply 
with  the  following  directory  rules,  already  estab- 
lished by  the  board  of  supervising  inspectors  and 
now  in  use,  namely. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  beg 
to  suggest  that  the  portion  of  the  section  just 
read  should  be  made  to  read  '*  th«t  all 
steamers  shall,  when  meeting  and  passing  each 
other,  comply  with  the  following  directoxr 
rnles,"  Ac  The  rules  which  follow,  and 
which  cover  several  printed  pages  of  this  bill, 
apply  invariably  to  steamers,  and  not  to  sail- 
ing vessels.  At  the  end  of  those  rnles  there 
is  a  general  provision  that  '*the  board  of 
supervising  inspectors  may  establish  such  ralee 
and  regulations  to  be  observed  by  steam 
vessels  or  steam  and  sail  vessels,  in  passing 
each  other,  not  in  conflict  with  any  provision 
of  this  act,''  as  they  shidl  from  time  to  time 
deem  necessary  for  safety.  But  all  of  these 
rules  apply  invariably  to  steam  vessels. 

Ut,  NJgiQLE Y.  It  is  ^te  as  neceMary  that 


the  sa^ie  rales  in  regard  to  passing  and  sig- 
naling should  be  observed  on  sailing  vessels  as 
on  steam  vessels ;  for  life  is  as  valuable  on  the 
one  fta  on  the  oUier.  It  would  in  manv  oases 
be  OA  great  a  loss  of  property  ior  a  sail  vessel 
to  be  ran  down  as  for  a  steam  vessel  to  be  run 
dourn. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massaobnsetts.  Every  one 
of  these  rules  ceoaires  the  sif^nal  to  be  given 
by  ta  steam  whistle,  and  a  sailing  vessel  has  no 
steam  whistle. 

Mr.  NEOLEY.  They  have  other  appliances 
for  siignaling. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  That 
may  be ;  but  these  rules  require  the  signal  to 
be  given  by  a  steam  whistle. 

Mr.  NEOLEY.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  bex  the 
gentleman's  pardon ;  I  have  looked  over  tnese 
rules  very  carefully,  and  they  all  refer  to  steam 

whi^ep* 

Mr.  HEGLEY.  If  the  gentleman  will  indi- 
cate sovue  amend meut  to  enable  sailing  ves- 
sels to  make  their  signals  by,other  means  that 
will  answer  the  purpose,  I  will  have  no  objec- 
tion to  it. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massaohnsetts.  As  I 
have  already  aaid,  there  is  a  provision  ia  the 
bill  which  ^ives  a  general  power  to  the  board 
of  supervising  injectors  to  make  provisions 
Sor  sailinje  vessels  meeting  and  signaling. 

Mr.  NEGLET.  Both  sailing  vessels  and 
steam  vessels  should  conform  to  the  same  rules 
and  regulations. 

Mr.  HOOPER;  of  Massachusetts*  How  ean 
a  sailing  vessel  conform  to  rnlefl  requiring  sig- 
nals to  be  given  by  steam-whiatles  ? 

Mr.  NEOLEY.  But  they  can  make  signal 
by  ^ome  other  mechanical  appliance. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Masaaehusetis.  But  these 
rules  require  all  signals  to  be  given  by  pteam- 
wblatles.  I  move  to  amend  the  ^r^l  part  of 
this  section  so  as  to  make  it  apply  to  steamers 
only.  All  these  rules  are  rules  for  steamers, 
and  not  for  sailing  vessels. 

Mr.  NEOLEY.  I  a^^ee  with  the  gentleman 
that  a  sailing  vessel  cannot  announce  her  own 
approach  by  a  steam- whistle ;  but  she  can 
announce  her  approach  by  a  fog-horn  or  some 
other  appliance. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Mitssachusetts.  But  you 
require  it  to  be  done  by  a  steam- whistle.  All 
these  rules,  every  one  of  them^  apply  to  ateam- 
whistle  signals. 

Mr.  LY^Oa,  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  is  mistaken  in  saying  that  these 
rules  all  apply  to  sailing  veaaels  as  well  as 
steamecs.  They  refer  to  steamers.  For  in- 
stance-— 

RuLcl.  When  steamers  aM  approaching  each 
other.  hjM^^and  head;  ^,  ^    ^^ 

RuXii  2.  when  steamers  aroaj>proaching  each  other 
in  an  oblique  direetion ; 

BAtlb  8.  If  when  steamers  are  approaching  each 
other; 

IRPLK  4.  Whenever  a  steamer  is  nearing  a  short 
bend  or  curve  in  the  channel. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MassachusetU.    Let  the 

gentleman  refer  to  rule  eight,  and  he  will  find 
lat  under  that  rule  a  vawl-boat  cannot  move 
out  of  her  dock  without  blowing  a  steam- 
whistle. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  If  the  gentleman  will  make 
his  amendment  apply  to  rule  eight  he  will  ac- 
complish his  object. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachnsetto.  How  can 
a  sailing  vessel  give  a  signal  by  blowing  a 
steam- whistle? 

Mr.  LYNCH.  An  amendment  to  rule  eight 
will  accomplish  the  gentleman's  object. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  think 
the  gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Ltxch]  is 
entirely  mistaken  in  his  construction  of  these 
rules. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  am  satisfied,  Mr!  Speaker, 
that  there  is  a  misunderstanding  in  regard'  to 
section  twenty-nine.  There  is  a  provision  in 
a  subsequent  part  of  the  bill  in  regard  to  the 
appliance  to  be  used  by  sailing  vessels  in 
giving  a  signal. 


The  amendment  of  Mr.  Hoopsb,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  not  agreed  to,  there  being — ayes 
nine,  noes  not  counted. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

RuLi  8.  When  boats  are  moTing  from  their  dock 
or  berth,  and  other  boats  are  liable  U)  pass  from  any 
direction  toward  them,  they  shall  giTc  a  long  olast 
of  the  steam-whistle:  butimmediately  alter  clearing 
the  berth  so  ss  to  be  fully  in  sight,  they  ahall  he  sot- 
erned  hy  the  regular  signals. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  move  to  amend  the  rule 
just  read  by  striking  out  the  word  *' boats," 
wherever  it  occurs,  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof 
the  word  * '  steamboats. ' ' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Rt7LV  3.  When  two  boats  are  about  to  enter  a  nar- 
row channel  at  the  same  time,  the  ascending  boat 
shall  be  stopped  below  such  channel  until  the  de- 
scending boat  shall  hare  passed  through  it:  but 
should  two  boats  unavoidably  meet  in  such  a  cnan- 
nol,  then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  pilot  of  the  as- 


signals  may  have  determined,  as  allowed  by  rule 
one,  and  either  stop  the  engines  or  move  them  so  as 
only  to  give  the  boat  steerage-way.  and  the  pilot  of 
the  descending  boat  shall  cause  his  boat  to  be  worked 
slowly  until  he  has  passed  the  ascending  boat. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  I  move 
to  amend  the  paragraph  jiist  read  by  striking 
out  ''boats,"  wherever  that  word  occurs,  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  word  **  steamers." 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  desire  to  ask  centlemen 
in  what  way  they  propose  to  provide  for  sig- 
nals by  sailing  vessels,  or  whether  they  think 
it  of  no  moment  that  we  should  provide  against 
the  collision  of  sailing  vessels  ? 

Mr.  STORM.  The  commiUee  that  reported 
the  bill  ought  to  have  provided  for  that. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  And  by 
some  other  way  than  the  blowing  of  a  steam- 
whistle,  which  sailing  vessels  have  not. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  rule  three  refers  only  to  steamboiits. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  desire  to  make  an  inq'iiry 
of  the  gentleman  having  charge  of  this  i>ill. 
It  seems  to  me  important  that  we  should  un- 
derstand from  some  one  who  has  knowledge 
of  the  bill  whether  this  rule  is  intended  to 
apply  to  both  sailing  and  steam  vessels.  The 
language  is  broad  enough  to  cover  both. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  requirement  of  signals 
is  intended  to  apply  to  both  classes  of  vessels ; 
but  in  section  lorty-seven  it  is  provided  that 
sailing  vessels  shall  sound  a  fog-horn.  If  the 
gentleman  desires  to  make  the  umgnage  of  this 
rule  more  perspicuous,  he  can  move  an  amend- 
m,ent  so  as  to  provide  that  as  to  sailing  vessels 
there  shall  be  used  an  equivalent  to  a  steam- 
whistle.  That  will  meet  the  requirement  of 
the  case. 

Mr.  POTTER.  My  object  was  simply  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  to  this 
matter  that  we  might  ascertain  the  meaning 
of  the  rule.  If  it  is  intended  to  apply  only 
to  steam  vessels,  it  should  be  limited  in  the 
manner  my  colleague  [Mr.  Townbexo]  sug- 
gests. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  The  provision  is  that  the 
signal  to  be  exchanged  shall  be  the  same  as 
is  provided  for  in  rule  one,  which  is  a  steam- 
whistle.  So  that  I  think  the  paragraph  will 
have  to  be  made  applicable  to  steam  vessels 
only,  or  Uiere  must  be  some  other  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Section  forty- seven  pro- 
vides for  the  use  of  a  fog-horn  by  sailing  ves- 
sels. 

Mr.  POTTER.  If  I  may  be  allowed,  I  will 
call  attention  to  another  phrase.  Should  two 
boats  unavoidably  meet  in  such  channel,  it  is 
provided  there  shall  bean  exchange  of  signals, 
and  under  rule  one  the  signal  is  to  be  by  the 
steam- whistle — a  somewhat  difficult  thin^  to 
do  with  a  sailing  vessel.  Then  it  is  provided 
for  stopping  the  engines  to  give  the  boats  steer- 
sge  way.  It  seems  to  roe  tnat  could  not  have 
been  intended  to  apply  to  sailing  vessels. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  These  signals  are  intended 
to  apply  to  *both  vessels ;  bnt  of  course  the 
manner  of  making  them  will  differ. 
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Mr.  POTTER.  How  are  yoa  going  to  stop 
the  engine  to  give  a  sailing  Yessel  steerage 
way? 

Mr.  NEQLEY.  All  these  things  are  care- 
faljv  provided  for. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Townsekd,  of  New 
York,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask 
that  the  rule  be  read  now  as  it  has  been 
amended. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

RuLB  8.  When  two  Bteamen  are  aboat  to  enter  a 
narrow  obannel  at  the  same  time,  the  ascending 
steamer  shall  be  stopped  below  saoh  channel  until 
the  descending  steamer  shall  have  ;pas8ed  throti^h 
it;  bat  should  two  steamers  nnavoidably  meet  in 
such  a  channel,  then  itshall  be  the  duty  of  the  pilot 
of  the  ascending  steamer  to  make  the  proper  signals, 
and  when  answered  by  the  descending  steamer  to 
lie  as  close  as  possible  to  the  side  of  the  channel 
the  exchange  of  signals  may  have  determined,  as 
allowed  by  rule  one,  and  either  stop  the  engines  or 
move  them  so  as  only  to  give  the  steamer  steerage 
way,  and  the  pilot  of  the  descending  steamer  shall 
cause  his  steamer  to  be  worked  slowly  until  he  has 
passed  the  ascending  steamer. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  strike  out  the  last  word  merely  to  ask  a 
question.  This  rule  provides  that  when  two 
steamers  are  about  going  into  a  channel  at 
the  same  time,  the  ascending  steamer  shall 
do  this  and  the  descending  steamer  do  that. 
Suppose  there  does  not  happen  to  be  any  cur- 
rent through  that  channel,  which  shall  be  the 
ascending  steamer? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  That  is  a  thing  established 
by  custom. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  Custom 
which  way?  Which  shall  be  the  ascending 
steamer  when  there  is  not  any  current  ? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  There  is  always  enough  up 
up  and  down  to  every  channel. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Where  there  is  no  current 
there  is  no  necessity  for  the  enforcement  of 
the  rule.  It  is  to  apply  where  the  current 
affects  the  passage  of  the  boat. 

Mr.  BUxLER,  of  Massachusetts,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

RuLS  4.  When  a  steamer  is  ascending  and  run- 
ning close  on  a  bar  or  shore,  the  pilot  shall  in  no  case 
attempt  to  cross  the  river  when  a  descending  boat 
shall  be  so  near  that  it  woald  be  possible  for  a  col- 
lision  to  ensue  therefrom. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
the  same  amendment,  to  strike  out  ''boat'' 
and  insert  ' '  steamer. ' ' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

Bulk  5.  No  pilot  of  a  descending  steamer  shall 
ran  down  any  island  ohnte  whioh  is  not  the  nsoal 
channel  of  the  river,  except  soch  crates  as  are 
designated  by  these  rules,  or  may  hereafter  be  des- 
ignated by  the  board  of  supervising  inspectors. 

RuLB  6.  When  any  steamer,  whether  ascending 
or  descending,  is  n earing  a  snort  bend  or  j>oint, 
where,  from  any  cause,  a  steamer  approaching  in 
an  opposite  direction  cannot  be  seen  at  a  distance 
of  six  hundred  yards,  the  pilot  of  such  steamer, 
when  he  shall  have  arriTed  within  six  hundred 
yards  of  that  bend  or  point,  shall  give  as  a  signal 
a  general  alarm  by  the  steam-whistle  as  a  notice  to 
any  steamer  that  may  be  approaching;  and  should 
there  be  any  approaching  steamer  within  hearing 
of  such  signal,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  pilot 
thereof  to  answer  such  signal  by  a  similar  alarm 
by  the  steam-whistle,  when  both  boats  shall  be 
navigated  with  the  proper  precautions,  as  required 
by  preceding  rules. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  The  amendment  striking  out 
the  word  ''boat*'  and  inserting  '* steamer'' 
does  not  apply  to  rule  four  and  rule  six. 
Those  two  rules  are  all  right  as  they  stand. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  amend- 
ment has  already  been  made  to  rule  four. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  It  is  all  right  in  rule  four  as 
printed.  It  makes  no  difference  whether  it  is 
a  boat  or  a  steamer.  I  ask  to  go  back  to  rule 
four. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  object 
to  going  back.  I  think  the  amendment  is  all 
right. 

The  Clerk  road  as  follows : 

ItDLE  9.  When  boats  are  moTing  from  their  dock 
er  berth,  and  other  boats  are  liable  to  jpass  from  any 
direction  toward  them,  they  shall  give  one  long 
blast  of  the  steam-whistle;  but  immediately  after 
clearing  the  berth,  so  as  to  be  fully  in  sight,  they 
ihali  be  governed  by  rule  two. 


Mr.  LYNCH.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  boat"  and  insert  "  steamer." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  move  that  the  reading 
of -Hrules  twelve  and  thirteen  be  omitted,  as 
they  are  a  repetition  of  rules  now  enforced. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  object 
to  that.     We  are  making  law  here. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

RuLB  12.  The  following  island  chutes  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  between  Cairo  and  New  Orleans,  may 
be  navigated  by  descending  steamers  during  diur- 
llght,  when  the  river  shall  be  sufficiently  high  for 
them  to  do  so  with  safety,  namely :  islands  Num- 
bers Eight,  Thirty-four,  Thirty-five,  Forty.  Forty- 
one,  called  Paddy's  Hen.  Forty-six.  or  President's 
Island,  Sixty-five.  Seventy-five,  or  Osark  Island, 
Seventy-six,  Ninety-three,  Ninetr-seven,  One  hun- 
dred and  nine,  or  Palmyra  Island,  One  hundred  and 
ten.  or  Big  Black  Island.  One  hundred  and  sixteen, 
or  Glasscock's  Island,  or  One  hundred  and  twenty- 
three,  or  Profit's  Island. 

Rule  13.  The  following  island  chutes  may  be 
navigated  by  descending  steamers  during  the  night, 
when  the  river  may  be  sufficiently  high  for  them  to 
do  so  with  safety,  namely :  islands  Numbers  Bight, 
Thirty-four,  Forty-one,  or  Paddy's  Hen,  Sixty-five, 
Seventy -six.  Ninety-three,  Ninety-seven,  One  hun- 
dred and  nine,  or  Palmyra  Island,  One  hundred  and 
ten,  or  Big  Black  Islana,  One  hundred  and  sixteen, 
or  Glasscock's  Island. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  would 
not  have  objected,  but  I  thought  the  motion 
was  to  strike  out. 

INTERNAL  TAXB8. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  rise  to  make  a  privileged 
report.  I  send  to  the  desk  a  report  of  a  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

The  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1390) 
to  amend  the  thirty-second  section  of  an  act  entitled 
*'An  act  to  reduce  internal  taxes,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  July  14, 1870,  having  met,  after  full 
and  free  conference  have  agreed  to  recommend,  and 
do  reccommend,  to  their  respeetive  Houses  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  the  House  recede  from  their  disagreement  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  agree  to  the  same 
with  the  following  amendment : 

Add  to  the  amendment  the  words  **  or  firom  low 
water,  ice,  or  other  unavoidable  obstructions  to 
navigation." 
And  the  Senate  agree  to  the  same. 

H.  L.  DAWBS, 
S.  S.  COX, 

G.  A.  FII/EBLNBURG, 
Manaoerton  thejtart  of  the  Baute. 
JOHN  SHBRMAN, 
LTMAN  TRUMBIJlL, 
FRANK.  P.  BLAIR. 
Mtmaoera  on  the  part  of  the  aenaU, 

The  question  was  on  lu^reeing  to  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  con^rence. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  amendment  of  the 
Senate  is  simply  the  alteration  of  a  single  sec- 
tion with  reference  to  the  transshipment  of 
goods  from  one  side  of  the  continent  to  the 
other  before  paying  duty.  There  is  a  provision 
that  when  goocb  in  a  car  encounter  a  railroad  of 
a  different  gauge,  or  when  they  break  down, 
those  who  have  charge  of  the  goods  can  break 
bulk  and  transfer  the  goods  to  another  car. 
The  amendment  that  is  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  is  that  whenever  such  an 
emergency  arises  upon  a  river  in  consequence 
of  blockade  from  ice  or  other  obstructions  the 
goods  may  be  transferred  from  the  vessel  in 
which  they  were  to  some  other  vessel,  under 
the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. I  suppose  that  that  was  what  was  in- 
tended in  the  original  bill. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  conference 
was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  messiM^e  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stmp- 
soK,  one  01  its  clerks,  informed  the  House  that 
the  Senate  had  agreed  to  the  amendment  of 
the  House  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  566)  for  the  relief  of  suf- 
ferers by  fire  at  Chicago. 

SECURITY  OF  LIFE  ON  BOARD  STEAMERS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  2116)  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
'*  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
life  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes, '* 
approved  Februaiy  28,  1871. 


The  Clerk  read  the  following  section : 

Sbg.  38.  That  if  any  mannfaetnrer  or  othsr  pcno& 
shall  oounterfeit,  or  cause  to  be  ooanterfoited,  toy 
of  the  marks  or  stamps  reqaired  by  this  act,  or  ibll 
designedly  stamp  or  cause  to  be  stamped  &]£»];, 
any  boiler  iron  or  steel  plates;  or  stamp  or  m«rk, 
or  cause  to  be  stamped  or  marked,  any  saeh  iron  or 
steel  plates  with  the  name  or  trade-mark  of  vn- 
other;  or  shall  fraadnlently  stamp,  or  eaiue  to  b« 
stamped,  any  saoh  plates,  in  a  manner  whieh  ih&U 
represent  the  grade  or  quality  of  the  plata  to  be 
hurher  or  better  than  their  qui^ity  or  mode  of  msa- 
ufaotore  shall  jastifir,  such  person  shall,  apoa  eon- 
Tietion  thereof,  be  fined  $2,000.  one  hair  to  the  me 
of  the  informer,  and  may,  in  addition  thereto,  it  the 
discretion  of  the  court,  be  imprisoned  not  exceed- 


by  such  Araud  or  deception ;  snoh  damscei  to  be 
recovered  in  action  therefor  in  the  name  of  the 
party  or  parties  injared. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MassachusettB,  I  move  to 
strike  out  in  line  seven  of  this  section  the  words 
*<  or  cause  to  be  stamped."  A  person  mi^iit, 
without  fraud,  cause  to  be  stamped  plates  in  i 
manner  which  should  represent  "the  grade  or 
quality  of  the  plates  to  be  higher  than  their 
quality  or  mode  of  manufacture  shall  jastifj." 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    I  think  the  words  <'  fraud 
ulently  stamp*  *  cover  the  whole  gronnd. 

Mr.  HOOFER,  of  Massachusetts.  Batth« 
section  says  ''  fraudulently  stamp,  or  eaiue  to 
be  stamped.**  % 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  whole  object  of  tkii 
provision  is  to  increase  the  quality  of  the  iroa 
used  in  the  manu&cture  of  boilers.  I  ibink  it 
would  be  a  great  mistake  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  agree  to  the  gentleman's  proposition 
to  strike  out. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  more, 
then,  to  insert  the  word  *'  fraudulently"  before 
the  word  *' cause,"  so  that  it  will  read  "or 
fraudulently  cause  to  be  stamped.^' 

Mr.  SHELL  ABA  RGER.  The  intentioD  wu 
to  make  that  provision.  If  the  word  is  oot  in 
the  section  now,  let  it  be  inserted. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  will  not  dbject  to  the 
gentleman's  proposition. 

The  amendment  to  insert  the  word  ''fraad- 
nlently" was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  section : 

Skc.  43.  That  the  provisions  and  limitatioDS  of  the 
act  entitled  "An  act  to  limit  the  liability  of  sbip- 
ownen.  and  for  other  purposes/'  approred  Mam 
3, 1851.  are  hereby  extended  and  applied  to  sil  v€$* 
sels  required  to  be  inspected  by  this  aet,udtbe 
owner  or  owners,  charterer  or  charterers,  omeeif 
and  mariners  thereof,  and  shall  have  the  same  forca 
and  effect  as  to  such  vessels,  owner  or  owners,  mi- 
terer  or  charterers,  officers  and  mariners,  respect- 
ively, as  such  provisions  -and  limitations  now  w« 
as  to  the  ships  or  wesaels,  owner  or  owners,  chsricnf 
or  charterers,  officers  and  mariners,  respecurely .  t  > 
which  or  whom  the  said  act  now  applies:  vid  fu-J 
provisions  and  limitations  are  also  extended  tti 
applied  to  all  claims  for  loss  of  life  or  persooai 
injury,  both  as  against  the  owner  or  owners,  ehiir- 
terer  or  charteren,  of  the  Tessels,  and  the  csptaia. 
mate,  engineer,  and  pilot  thereof. 

Mr.  KERR.  Before  we  pass  from  the  sec 
tion  just  read,  I  desire  to  say  a  few  word*. 
This  section  forty-three  proposes  the  reenact 
ment  of  a  law  enacted  in  1851,  entitled  "An 
act  to  limit  the  liability  of  ship-owuers,  au<i 
for  other  purposes."  That  law  consists  ot 
seven  sections,  which  arc  very  important  in 
themselves,  very  complicated,  and  which  n- 
late  to  exceedingly  important  matters  concern- 
ing the  remedy,  the  mode  of  proceeding,  and 
the  extent  of  jurisdiction  in  certain  clause?  of 
cases.  That  law,  therefore,  is  such  a  one  as, 
in  my  judgment,  ought  to  receive  the  mo>\ 
careful  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  of  this  House. 

This  bill,  without  this  forty-third  section,  u 
very  complete  in  all  its  provisions.  Manj  of 
the  provisions  of  this  law  of  1861  are  reeoacted 
by  this  bill ;  they  are  still  in  effect  and  opera- 
tion. But  so  far  as  the  law  of  1861  is  inteDded 
to  regulate  the  liability  of  ship-owners  m  cer- 
tain cases,  it  is  not  incorporated  in  other  sec- 
tions of  this  bill.  Those  regalaUons,  ooder 
the  law  of  1861,  apply  to  a  different  class  ot 
ships  and  vessels  and  their  owners  from  Uiose 
embraced  in  this  bill.  Those  relate  chiefly  Jo 
ships  and  the  owners  of  ships  engaged  is  the 
external  commerca  of  oar  country,  or  on  the 
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great  lakes;  but  these  relate  to  and  apply 
the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1851  to  ships  and 
the  owners  of  ships  engaged  in  the  internal 
commerce  of  the  country  n^n  all  our  rivers. 

In  addition  to  these  facts,  it  is  also  trae  that 
the  law  of  1861,  by  reason  of  its  complicated 
/ind  difficult  character,  has  received  conflicting 
judicial  constructions,  so  that  by  reenacting 
that  law  in  this  connection  we  would  be  legis- 
lating very  much  in  the  dark,  certainly  without 
proper  consideration  upon  such  important  mat- 
ters. And  as  it  will  in  no  way  impair  the  com  • 
pleteness  or  theory  of  this  general  bill^  I  desire 
particularly  to  move  to  strike  but  section  forty- 
three,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  reintroduced, 
if  any  gentleman  please,  (if  not,  I  will  do  it 
myself,)  and  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  where  it  may  receive  proper  and 
careful  examination. 

The  internal  commerce  of  the  country  on 
our  rivers  has  been  very  well  and  safely  con- 
dacted  for  a  century  without  the  aid  of  any 
Federal  law  limiting  the  liability  of  ship  or  boat- 
owuers.  The  rules  and  principles  of  the  com- 
mon law  and  the  laws  of  the  respective  States 
have  supplied  such  reasonable  remedies  and 
modes  ot  proceeding  as  have  proved  to  be  quite 
sufficient.  There  is  under  these  circumstances 
certainly  no  demand  for  hasty  or  crude  legisla- 
tion. Besides,  the  proper  legislation  is  in  the 
nature  of  things  both  delicate  and  difficult 
to  frame  and  mature.  It  involves  a  radical 
departure  from  the  general  rules  which  have 
hitherto  prevailed  in  the  country.  I  feel  sure, 
therefore,  that  the  House  will  concur  in  the 

fropriety  of  omitting  this  section  from  the  bill, 
t  can  then  receive  other  reference  and  better 
consideration  than  it  can  now. 

Mr.  TOWNSBND,  of  New  York.  The  re- 
spect which  this  House  generally  entertains 
for  the  legal  ability  of  my  friend  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  &srr]  mighty  perhaps,  make  me  a 
little  timid  to  oppose  him  upon  tnis  question. 
But,  in  my  opinion,  the  very  argument  which 
he  uses  is  a  justification  for  this  section.  The 
committee  have  given  it  a  most  careful  con- 
sideration, and  the  reasons  for  it  can  be  very 
properly  stated  by  the  chairman  of  our  com- 
mittee. But  I  would  say  this  much,  that  this 
very  provision  which  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Kerr]  proposes  to  strike  out  is 
designed  to  remove  all  the  legal  objections 
which  haye  embarrassed  the  judiciary,  and 
which  absolutely  tend  to  drive  capital  from 
investment  in  steamboat  property.  I  hope 
that  under  no  circumstances  will  the  House 
agree  to  his  proposition. 

l£r.  KERR.  I  withdraw  my  motion  to 
strike  out  to  enable  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana [Mr.  Sheldost]  to  renew  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  some  remarks. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  renew  the  motion  to 
strike  out  for  the  purpose  of  saying  a  few 
words  npon  this  section.  I  desire  to  say  to 
the  Honse  that  it  was  with  a  great  deal  of 
reluctance  that  I  gave  my  consent  in  the  com- 
mittee to  the  insertion  of  this  forty' third  sec- 
tion in  this  bill.  Every  lawyer  upon  this  floor 
who  is  familiar  with  admiralty  practice,  and 
with  the  legislation  upon  the  subject  enacted 
in  this  country,  will  understand  that  it  is  now 
the  policy  to  limit  the  liability  of  ship-owners, 
in  certidn  cases  at  least,  to  the  value  of  the 
ship  and  the  then  pending  freight. 

In  1861  an  act  was  passed,  and  it  was  the 
first  act  of  Congress  upon  the  subject,  lim- 
iting the  liability  of  ship-owners  in  this  coun- 
try m  the  same  manner  that  the  English  law 
does,  so  far  as  they  run  upon  the  ocean.  But 
it  did  not  limit  that  liability  upon  the  lakes  or 
the  rivers.  Subsequently  there  was  an  act 
passed  extending  that  limitation  to  vessels 
upon  the  lakes.  If  this  section  forty- three 
shall  be  adopted,  it  will  prescribe  the  same 
rules  for  ^ip  owners  upon  the  western  rivers. 
Kow,  where  there  are  several  owners,  and  a 
loss  occurs  by  fire,  collision,  or  otherwise,  the 
simple  question  is  whether  we  shall  say  that 
they«  shall  be  liable  to  any  greater .« extent 


than  their  interest  in  the  ship  and  the  then 
pending  freight.  It  is  a  question  of  public 
policy,  and  I  ^ree  with  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  ESerr]  that  ic  is  a  question  that 
should  be  well  and  thoroughly  considered. 

Now,  there  is  much  to  be  said  on  both  sides 
of  this  question.  The  steamboat  men  come  to 
us  and  say,  '*  If  we  are  held  to  the  full  liabil- 
ity which  now  exists,  we  are  prevented  not 
only  from  embarking  in  the  steamboat  busi- 
ness, but  from  engaging  in  any  other  business  ; 
for  the  moment  it  is  Known  that  by  the  destruc- 
tion of  a  steamboat  we  may  lose  infinitely  more 
than  the  entire  fortune  we  possess,  we  are 
utterly  powerless  to  go  to  the  banks  and  have 
our  paper  discountea,  or  obtain  credit  any- 
where else."  That  is  their  argument  On 
the  other  hand,  the  shippers  object  to  losing 
the  value  of  their  freight  or  their  right  to 
recover  their  full  damage  to  the  extent  of  the 
value  of  the  ship  and  pending  freight. 

As  I  have  said,  I  have  with  much  reluctance 
eiven  my  consent  to  this  section.  It  would 
be  unfair  to  deny  that  the  law  of  1861  is  tol- 
erably uncertain.  It  is  uncertain  as  to  the 
mode  of  proceeding  and  as  to  the  remedies. 
The  decisions  in  the  United  States  courts  upon 
that  law  are  conflicting.  It  would  be  desirable 
that  Congress  should  pass  a  more  extended 
law,  one  which  should  be  more  explicit  in  its 
provisions  as  to  the  remedy  and  the  proceed- 
ings, as  well  as  to  the  principle  which  is  in- 
volved in  this  bill.  Except  for  the  pressure 
which  is  brought  to  bear  here  on  the  part  of 
those  who  desire  to  revive  river  commerce  hj 
putting  their  monev  into  this  bpanch  of  busi- 
ness, I  should  not  have  the  least  objection  to 
sustaining  the  motion  of  my  friend  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  Kbrr,]  and  allowing  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  to  consider  this  question  and 
repoft  a  more  ample  bill. 

One  word  further.  The  law  of  1861  makes 
no  provision  as  to  the  liability  of  the  ship- 
owner in  case  of  loss  of  baggage  or  personal 
injury  or  loss  of  life.  This  Difl  extends  the 
principle  to  those  three  classes  of  damage,  and 
allows  the  party  injured  to  recover  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  value  of  the  ship  and  pending  freight. 
To  that  extent  this  bill  changes  the  principle 
of  the  act  of- 1861. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  to  add  a  few  words  on 
this  subject;  and  in  the  first  place  I  ask  to 
have  read  as  a  part  of  my  remarks  the  eight 
sections  of  the  act  of  March  8,  1861. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"49.  No  owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or  vessel  shall 
be  subject  or  liable  to  answer  for  or  make  good  to  any 
one  or  more  person  or  persons  any  loss  or  damage 
whioh  may  happen  to  any  jroods  or  merohandise 
whatsoever  whioh  shall  be  shippedt  taken  in.  or  put 
on  board  any  snoh  ship  or  vessel  by  reason  or  by  means 
of  any  lire  happenins  to  or  on  board  the  said  ship  or 
vesselt  unless  sooh  nre  is  caused  by  the  design  or 
neglect  of  such  owner  or  owners :  Provided^Thtit 
nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  prevent  the 
parties  from  making  saeh  oon  tract  as  they  please, 
extending  or  limiting  the  liability  of  ship-owners. 

"50.  If  any  shipper  or  shippers  of  platina,  gold,  gold 
dust,  silver,  bollion,  or  other  precioos  metals,  coins, 
jewelry,  bills  of  any  bank  or  public  body,  diamonds 
or  other  preoioos  stones,  shall  lade  the  same  on  board 
of  any  snip  or  vessel,  without,  at  the  time  of  such 
lading,  g^iving  to  the  master,  agent,  owner,  or  owners 
of  the  ship  or  vessel  receiving  the  same  a  note  i»writ- 
ing  of  the  fall  oharaeter  and  value  thereof,  and  have 
the  same  entered  on  the  bill  of  lading  therefor,  the 
master  and  owner  or  owners  of  the  said  vessel  shall 
not  be  liable,  as  carriers  thereof,  in  any  form  or  man- 
ner. Nor  shall  any  suoh  master  or  owners  be  liable 
for  any  suoh  valuable  goods  beyond  the  valae.  and 
according  to  the  character  thereof,  so  notified  and 
entered. 

'*S1.  The  liability  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  any  ship 
or  vessel,  for  any  embesslement,  loss,  or  destruction 
by  the  master,  ofBcers,  mariners,  passengers,  or  any 
other  person  or  persons,  of  any  property,  goods,  or 
merohandise  shipped  or  put  on  board  of  such  ship  or 
vessel,  or  for  any  loss,  damage,  or  injury  by  collision, 
or  for  any  act,  matter,  or  thin^,  loss,  damage,  or  for- 
feiture done,  occasioned,  or  incurred  without  the 
privity  or  knowledge  of  such  owner  or  owners,  shall 
in  no  case  exceed  the  amount  or  value  of  the  inter- 
est of  such  owner  or  owners  respectively  in  such  ship 
or  vessel  and  her  freight  then  pending. 

**  52.  If  any  such  emDeulement,  loss,  or  destruction 
shall  be  suffered  by  several  freighters  or  owners  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merohandise,  or  any  property  what- 
ever, on  the  same  voyage,  and  the  whole  valae  of  the 
ship  orvessel,  and  herfreightfor  the  voyage,  shall  not 
be  luffioiont  to  make  compensation  to  each  of  thein. 


tboy  shall  receive  compensation  from  the  owner  or 
owners  of  the  ship  or  vessel  in  proportion  to  their 
respective  losses;  and  for  that  parpose  the  said 
freighters  and  owners  of  the  property,  and  the  owner 
or  owners  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  of  them,  may 
take  the  appropriate  proceedings  in  any  coart  for 
the  parpose  of  apportioning  the  sum  for  which  the 
owner  or  owners  of  the  ship  or  vessel  may  be  liable 
among  the  parties  entitled  thereto.  And  it  shall  be 
deemed  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the  reqaire- 
ments  of  this  act,  on  the  part  of  saoh  owner  or  own- 
ers, if  he  or  they  shall  transfer  his  or  their  interest 
in  such  vessel  and  freight  for  the  benefit  of  such 
claimants  to  a  trustee,  to  be  appointed  by  any  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction,  to  act  as  such  trustee  for 
the  person  or  persons  who  may  prove  to  be  legally 
entitled  thereto;  from  and  after  which  transfer  all 
claims  and  proceedings  against  the  owner  or  owners 
shall  cease. 

**  53.  The  charterer  or  charterers  of  any  ship  or  ves- 
sel, in  case  he  or  they  shall  man,  victual,  and  navi- 
«rate  sach  vessel  at  his  or  their  own  expense,  or  by 
nis  or  their  own  procurement,  shall  be  deemed  the 
owner  or  owners  of  such  vessel  within  the  meaning 
of  this  act ;  and  saeh  ship  or  vessel,  when  so  char- 
tered, shall  be  liable  in  the  same  manner  as  if  navi- 
gated by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof. 

'*54.  Nothing  in  the  preceding  sections  shall  be 
Construed  to  take  away  or  affect  the  remedy  to  which 
any  party  may  be  entitled,  against  the  master,  offi- 
cers, or  mariners,  for  or  on  account  of  any  embenle- 
ment.  injury,  loss,  or  destr action  of  goods,  wares, 
merchandise,  or  other  property  put  on  board  any 
ship  or  vessel,  or  on  account  of  any  negligence, 
fraud,  or  other  maWersation  of  such  master,  officers, 
or  mariners,  respectively ;  nor  shall  anything  herein 
contained  lessen  or  take  away  any  responsibility  to 
which  any  master  or  mariner  of  any  snip  or  vessel 
may  now  by  law  be  liable,  notwithstanding  sach 
master  or  mariner  may  be  an  owner  or  part  owner 
of  the  ship  or  vessel. 

"  55.  Any  person  or  persons  shipping  oil  of  vitriol, 
unslaked  lime,  inflammable  matches,  or  gunpow- 
der, in  a  ship  or  vessel  taking  cargo  for  divers  per- 
sons on  freight,  without  delivering,  at  the  time  of 
shipment,  a  note  in  writing,  expressing  the  nature 
and  character  of  such  merohandise  to  the  master, 
mate,  officer,  or  person  in  charge  of  Uie  lading  of  the 
ship  or  vessel,  shall  forfeit  to  the  United  States 
91,000. 

56.  This  act  shall  not  apply  to  the  owner  or  owners 
of  any  eanal-boat,  barge,  or  lighter,  or  to  any  vessel 
of  any  description  whatsoever  used  in  rivers  or  inland 
navigation." 

Mr.  KERB.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
svlvania,  [Mr.  Neolkt,]  who  has  charge  of 
this  bill,  is  willing  that  this  shall  be  stricken 
out,  on  my  suggestion  that  it  shall  be  intro- 
duced as  a  separate  bill  to  go  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  hope 
that  will  not  be  done. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana has  a  suggestion  to  which  I  agree. 

Mr.  EERU.  I  will  introduce  it  again  as  a 
separate  bill  on  Monday  morning ;  that  is,  on 
the  provision  being  stricken  out  of  this  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  NEQLEY,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  reading  of  several  sections  was 
omitted. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Src.  37.  That  all.  steamers  when  under  way  shall 
carry  signal-lights,  between  sunset  and  sunrise,  as 
herein  provided,  namely  :  every  river  steamer  navi- 
gating waters  flowing  into  the  Qalf  of  Mexico  and 
their  tributaries  shall  carry  the  following  lights, 
namely :  one  red  light  on  the  out-board  side  of  the 
port  smoke-nipe,  and  one  green  lifht  on  the  out- 
Doard  side  or  the  starboard  smoke-pipe,  these  lights 
to  show  both  forward  and  abeam  on  their  respective 
sides;  and  steamers  towing  vessels  of  any  kind  or 
rails  on  said  waters  shall,  in  addition  to  the  signal- 
lights  already  provided  for,  carry  a  white  light  at  or 
near  the  stem  of  the  steamer,  to  show  through  an 
anj(Ie  of  not  less  than  ninety  degrees,  and  at  such 
height  above  the  water  that  it  may  be  plainly  vis- 
ible to  approach  ins  vessels ;  and  also  red  lights,  not 
less  than  six  feet  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  on 
the  extreme  outside  of  the  tow  on  either  hand,  at 
the  forward  part:  Providedy  That  such  river  steam- 
ers having  but  one  chimney  shall  have  brackets 
securely  fastened  to  each  side  of  the  same,  so  as  to 
carry  the  red  and  green  lights,  the  same  as  herein- 
before provided  for  other  steamers. 

All  ocean  steamers,  and  those  carrying,  or  rigged 
for  carrying  sail,  shall  carry  a  bright  white  light  at 
the  foremast  head,  to  throw  the  light  through  ten 
points  of  the  compass  on  each  side  of  the  ship, 
namely,  from  right  ahead  to  two  points  abaft  tne 
beam,  and  to  be  visible  on  a  dark  night  with  a  clear 
atmosphere  at  least  five  miles.  On  the  starboard 
side  a  green  light,  and  on  the  port  side  a  red  light, 
each  to  throw  the  light  through  ten  points  of  the 
eompass  on  their  respective  sides,  namely,  from  right 
ahead  to  two  points  abaft  the  beam,  and  to  be  vis- 
ible on  a  dark  night  with  a  clear  atmosphere  at  least 
two  miles.  These  colored  lights  are  to  oe  fitted  with 
inboard  screens,  projecting  at  least  three  feet  for- 
ward from  the  light,  so  as  to  prevent  them  from 
being  seen  across  the  bow. 

All  coasting  steamers  and  those  navigating  bays,  ^ 
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lakM.  rivon.  or  other  waten.  other  than  ferr7-boaii 
and  those  aboye  provided  for.  shall  oairy  the  red 
and  ffreen  side-lights  as  prescribed  for  ocean  steam- 
ers, and  a  central  ranee  of  two  white  lUhts.  the 
after-lifht  being  carried  at  an  elevation  oi  at  least 
fifteen  leet  above  the  light  at  the  head  of  the  vessel ; 
the  head-light  to  show  throagh  twenty  points  of  the 
compass,  namely,  from  right  ahead  to  two  points 
abaft  the  beam  on  either  side  of  the  vessel,  and  the 
after-light  to  show  all  around  the  horizon. 

All  steamers  towing  other  vessels,  canal-boats, 
rafts,  or  flat-boats,  as  to  which  no  provision  if  here- 
inbefore made  respecting  the  special  lights  to  bo 
carried  by  them  when  towing,  the  colored  lights  to 
be  carried  shall  be  the  same  as  prescribed  for  ocean 
steamers,  and  two  white  mast-lights  shall  aUo  be 
oarried  vertically,  to  distinguish  them  from  other 
steamers;  the  white  lights  to  show  through  twenty 
points  of  the  compus,  namely,  from  right  ahead  to 
two  points  abaft  the  beam  on  either  side  of  the  ves- 
sel ;  white  lights  shall  also  be  placed  on  the  extreme 
outside  of  the  tow  on  either  hand,  and  also  on  the 
extreme  after-part  of  the  same. 

On  all  ferry-boats  the  lights  shall  be  of  such  colors 
and  so  carried  as  shall  be  determined  by  each  super- 
vising inspector  for  his  resnective  district  as  being 
adapted  to  the  character  of  the  navigation,  and  will 
best  guard  si^ainst  accident,  and,  so  far  as  practica- 
ble, in  accordance  with  the  custom  already  estab- 
lished. 

All  steamers  not  carrying  sail,  or  rigged  for  carry- 
ing sail,  when  moored,  or  aground,  or  at  anchor, 
shall  exhibit,  between  sunset  and  sunrise,  a  bright 
white  light  in  a  globular  lantern,  at  least  eight 
inches  in  diameter,  and  elevated  at  least  twenty  feet 
above  the  surface  of  the  water,  which  shall  be  so 
placed  as  to  show  a  clear,  uniform,  and  unbroken 
light,  visible  all  around  thehorisonand  ata  distance 
of  at  least  one  mile:  and  upon  all  navigable  waters 
each  and  every  coal-boat,  trading-boat,  produce- 
boat,  canal-boat,  oyster-boat,  fishinff-boat,  ri^t, 
or  other  water-craft  navigating  any  pay,  harbor, 
or  river,  by  hand-power,  horse-power,  sail,  or  b^ 
the  current  of  the  river,  or  which  shall  be  anchored, 
or  aground,  or  moored  in  or  near  the  channel  or 
furway  of  any  bay,  harbor,  or  river,  or  on  any  coal 
or  wood-boats  moored  at  any  shore  or  landing, 
there  shall  be  carried,  from  sunset  to  sunrise,  one 
or  more  i^ood  white  lights,  which  shall  bo  placed 
in  a  conspicuous  place  on  said  water-craft,  so  that 
it  may  be  plainly  seen  by  all  approaching  vessels. 
And  every  such  vessel  or  raft,  when  runnih»in  a  fog 
or  thick  weather,  or  which  in  such  fog  or  weather 
shall  be  anchored,  or  aground,  or  moored  in  or  near 
the  channel  or  fairway  as  aforesaid,  and  not  at  any 
wharf  or  landing^  shall  sound  a  fog-horn  or  equiva- 
lent signal  at  intervals  of  not  more  than  one  minnte, 
which  shall  make  a  sound  equal  to  a  steam- whistle; 
and  all  steamers  navigating  in  a  fog  or  thick  weather 
shall  sound  their  steam-whistle  at  intervals  of  not 
more  than  one  minute;  and  that  the  provision  for  a 
foremast  head-light  for  steamships,  in  an  act  ep  titled 
"An  act  fixing  certain  rules  and  regulations  for  pre- 
venting collisions  on  the  water,"  approved  the  29th 
day  of  April,  1864.  which  is  as  follows, namdy.  "At 
the  foremast  head  a  bright  white  light  so  fi^ed  as  to 
show  uniform  and  unbroken  light  over  an  arc  of  the 
horison  of  twenty  points  of  the  compass,  so  fixed  as 
to  throw  the  light  ten  points  on  each  side  of  the  ship, 
namely,  firom  rii[ht  ahead  to  two  points  abaft  the 
beam  on  either  side,  and  of  such  a  character  as  to  be 
visible  on  a  dark  night,  with  a  clear  atmosphere,  at 
a  distance  of  at  least  five  miles,"  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  apply  to  other  than  ocean-going  steamers 
and  steamers  carrying  sail  or  rigged  for  carrying  sail. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachasetts.  I  move, 
in  the  eighty-third  and  eighty-foarth  lines,  to 
strike  out  the  words  ''which  shall  make  a 
souad  eaual  to  a  steam- whistle;''  because  a 
steam- whistle  caa  be  heard  twenty  miles,  and 
how  a  man  on  a  rafl  is  going  to  make  an  equiv- 
alent signal  to  a  steam-whistle  I  should  like  to 
know.     I  will  read  the  language  of  the  bill : 

And  upon  all  navigable  waters  each  and  every 
coal-boat,  trading-boat,  produce-boat,  canal-boat, 
oyster-boat,  fishing-boat,  raft,  or  other  water-craft 
navigating  any  bay,  harbor,  or  river,  by  hand- 
power,  horse-power,  sail,  or  by  the  current  of  the 
river,  or  which  shall  be  anchored,  or  aground,  or 
moored  in  or  near  the  channel  or  fairway  of  any 
bay,  harbor,  or  river,  or  on  any  coal  or  wood  boats 
moored  at  any  shore  or  landing,  there  shall  be  car- 
ried, from  sunset  to  sunrise,  one  or  more  good  white 
lights,  which  shall  be  placed  in  a  conspicuous  place 
on  said  water-craft,  so  that  it  may  be  plainly  seen 
by  all  approaching  vessels.  And  every  such  vessel 
or  raft,  when  running  in  a  fog  or  thick  weather,  or 
which  in  snoh  fog  or  weather  shall  be  anchored,  or 
aground,  or  moored  In  or  near  the  channel  or  fair- 
way as  Moresaid,  and  not  at  any  wharf  or  landing, 
shall  sound  a  fog-horn  or  equivalent  signal  at  inter- 
vals of  not  more  than  one  minute,  which  shall  make 
a  sound  equal  to  a  steam-whistle. 

Well,  now,  it  was  said  in  the  olden  time 
that  there  was  one  thing  an  act  of  Parliament 
conld  Dot  do — it  could  not  make  your  ancle 
your  aunt.  Now  here  is  something  which  an 
act  of  Congress  cannot  do.  It  cannot  make  a 
coal- boat,  oyster- smack,  canal-boat,  or  raft 
give  a  sound  equal  to  a  steam- whistle.  You 
can  enact  it  as  long  as  you  please,  but  the 
more  you  enact  the  less  it  will  be  done,  be- 


cause it  cannot  be  done.  It  Is  an  absolutely 
impossible  provision.  It  is  enougn  to  pmyioe 
that  such  vessels  shall  sound  a  fog-horn  or  an 
equivalent  signal,  and  the  tin  horn  used  for 
calling  to  dinner,  ^c,  is  sufficient  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes  whien  sucjii  fi^oats  are  moored 
in  the  channel  or  fairway  in  thick  weat,her. 

Mr.  NEGLEX.  I  would  be  glad  to  yield 
to  the  views  oif  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Butler]  if  they  .were  entirely  cor- 
rect. But  it  has  been  found  in  practice  that  a 
good  many  instruments  used  as  fog-horns  can 
be  sounded  and  heard  as  far  as  an  ordinary 
steam-whistle. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  That  is 
to  say,  twenty  miles. 

Mr.  NEGL;E:Y.  I  do  not  say  how  many 
miles,  but  that  the^  can  be  hearfl  as  far  as  the 
ordinary  steam -whistle.  The  gentleman  can 
put  any  limit  on  it  that  he  pleases.  I  do  not 
favor  any  patent  out  th^  gentlemfin  wishes 
to  retain  the  dinner-bom,  that  .cannot  be 
sounded  loud  ^ough  to  overcome  the  ordin- 
ary confusion  on  board  a  vessel.  It  is  just 
as  important  that  protection  should  he  afforded 
to  a  sail  vessel  Jfrom  heing  run  into  by  one  of 
these  boats  as  it  is  to  protect  one  ^ail  vessel 
from  being  run  into  by  another. 

Mr.  BUTLEK,  of  Mf^sachusetU.  Does  the 
gentleman  decline  to  agree  to  my  amendment? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  do  not  decline  to  agree 
to  it,  but  I  desire  to  have  a  better  reason 
assigned  than  ihe  gentleman  has  givem  for  his 
amendment. 

Mr.  BUTLEB,  of  M^Mcachnsetts.  I  can 
give  a  dozen  sufficient  reasons,  if  that  19  all 
he  wants.        * 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    I  have  no  douht  of  that. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  ymiendment 
of  Mr.  BuTUER,  of  Massachusetts,  it  was  agreea 
to — ayes  seventy-one,  noes  not  counted.  • 

ADJOlffRNMBNT  OTBR. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  ask  unaniipous  consent 
to  make  a  proposition  to  the  Bouse.  I  thinly 
it  is  (juite  clear  that  we  cannot  get  through  the 
pending  bill  to-night.  The  House  has  steady 
agreed  to  adjourn  oyei:  till  Monday ;  but  sev- 
eral gentlemen,  I  underst^d,  desire  to  make 
speeches  to-morrow  or  on  Sf^tur^ay.  I  pro- 
pose, therefore,  that  we  reconsider  the  vote 
that  when  the  House  adjourns  to-day  it  be 
until  Monday,  and  agree  that  there  be  sessions 
to-morrow  and  on  Saturday^  with  the  under- 
standing that  no  business  he  done  to-morrow, 
e^tcept  to  complete  this  bill,  and  that  the  rest 
of  to-mprrow  and  Saturday  be  devoted  to 
debate,  no  business  to  be  tjnuiaaAted. 

Mr.  STORM.  The  geptleman's  proposition 
was  npt  distinptly  heard  an  this  aide  of  th^ 
House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  the 
proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  Poland.]  The  gentleman  proposes  iba4 
the  vote  by  which  the  House  agreed  to  adjourn 
over  till  Monday  be  reconsidered,  so  far  that 
the  House  shall  meet  to-morrow  to  finish  this 
bill,  and  that  the  remainder  of  to-morrow  and 
all  of  Saturdav  shall  be  given  to  debate  only, 
no  business  whatever  to  be  transacted. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  wish  to  remark  in  re- 
gard to  the  gentleman's  proposition  that  quite 
a  number  of  gentlemen  have  gone  away,  sup- 
posing there  would  be  no  legislation  to-mor- 
row. If  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
PoLANDJ  will  strike  out  that  portion  of  his 
proposition  which  looks  to  finishing  the  pend- 
mg  bill  to-morrow,  I  think  there  will  be  no 
obiection  to  a  session  for  debate  only. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentlemen  who  have 
gone  away  cannot  be  specially  interested  in 
the  pending  bill. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Some  of  them  may  wish 
to  have  an  opportunity  of  amending  it. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tlemau  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Randall]  will 
not  insist  on  having  stricken  out  that  portion 
of  the  proposition  which  looks  to  finishing  this 
bill  to-morrow.    I  think  it  is  very  desirable 


that  it  should  be  fiwuhed  ppdi  got  opt  of  i^ 
way  of  the  ^ppropriAtiojp  b\U8  ^4  other  bali- 
ng which  wiU  come  before  the  Home  nest 
week. 

Mr.  STQBM.  Many  i^ntle^en  ?oted  (or 
the  aiiijournment  over  op  iiiccouui.pf  to*morrow 
being  a  holiday.  If  husine«a  is  to  be  done 
to-morrow,  the  purpose  for  which  the  Houe 
i^reed  to  adjourn  ovejr  .wiU  hp  defeated. 

The  SPEAEEIt.  The  proppsitipn  of  tb 
gentlepan  fropfi  Vermont  [Mr.  Poured]  le- 
ouires  unanimous  consent,  and  the  ^e^tlemu 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  SxoR^c]  objects. 

Mr.  JPOLAND.  I  will  thep  ijiodifj  is; 
8i:^estion,  and  prppose  that  ^e  sesuoos  of 
to-morno^  and  Saturday  shall  be  ibr  ^eral 
debate  only  in  the  House  fCs  in  Commiitee 
of  the  Whole,  no  buuness  whatever  to  b« 
transacted. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    I  ctuinpt  yield  farther. 

Mr.  P0L4ND.  I  wil^  not  pl^ct  to  the 
gentleman  completing  his  bill  to- day,  if  h 
can  get  the  House  to  rem^dn  here  for  that 
purpose. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  gcotiMeB  who  m 
pa^cularly  interastsd  in  the  bill  do  sot 
take  up  any  great  deal  of  time  in  deUtiog 
upon  it,  the  Chair  would  suggest  that  at  the 
rate  the  consideration  of  the  bill  has  pro- 
gressed thus  far  it  could  be  fiaished  is  a  little 
while  longer. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Let  os  lit  it  out 
to-night  or  meet  to-morrow  and  aet  upoa  it. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  wUl  a«^ea  to  a^pt  \it 
two  amendmenta  that  haye  been  priotea  irith 
the  bill,  provided  Uia  House  will  agree  to  co&' 
sider  the  remainder  of  the  hill  this  eveniag. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  have  been  two 
amendments  proposed  and  printed  vith  this 
bill :  one  by  the  gentleman  from  Nsw  York, 
from  the  Herkimer  district,  [Mr.  Msaauu,] 
and  one  by  the  gentleman  ^otn  Ohio,  [Mr. 
GARnELD.J  The  gentleman  from  Peao^l- 
vania  [Mr.  Neolst]  suggests  that  those  two 
amendments  be  now  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  nuke 
a  verbal  change  in  my  amendment  before  it 
shall  be  acted- on. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
question  settled  whether  thosa  geatlenes  who 
may  desire  to  make  speeches  txhSBormw  asd 
next  day  shall  have  leave  to  do  so.  I  shell 
not  myself  object  to  finishing  tha  consideiaiieB 
of  this  bill  to-night. 

Mr.  POTTER.  With  regard  to  the  ansad 
ment  proposed  by  the  gmaUeman  from  the 
Herkimer  district  of  New  York,  [Mr.  UO' 
BUM,]  I  am  not  satisfied  tfi  have  U  adopted 
without  some  modification.  If  I  can  nove  a 
modification  of  it  I  shall  not  object  to  its  beioi 
considered  now,  otherwise  I  shall  olg'eot. 

Mr.  HOOPER*  of  MassachuaetU.  I  think 
this  is  a  very  important  bill,  and  I  object  to 
any  arrangement  that  will  take  it  o^t  of  the 
usual  course  of  consideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  CUrk  will  pro- 
ceed with  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  that  the  Honie  oov 
adjourn. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  do  not  yield  the  floor  for 
a  motion  to  adjonm. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  most  jield 
the  floor  to  enable  the  Clerk  to  proceed  with 
the  reading  of  the  bill;  and  havbg  done  that, 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Cox]  is  in  order. 

Pending  the  motion  to  adjoam, 

8T.  CROIX  AND  LAKS  5UPBBI0K  RAILBOAD. 

Mr.  KETCHAM,  by  uifanimous  coascnt, 
moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  hj  which  the 
House  agreed  to  the  conference  asked  bj  the 
Senate  upon  the  disag;reeing  vot^  of  the  two 
Houses  upon  the  hill  (S.  No.  565)  to  ezteod 
the  time  to  the  Sute  of  Wisconsin  to  conplete 
a  road  from  Lake  St.  Croix  to  Lake  Soperior; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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T9^A8  P4GUIC  KAIXfKQAD. 

Mr.  SYPHSB,  by  upaoimons  conseo^  re- 
ported from  theCommHtee  oaibe  Pablic  Ldrnd^ 
a  bai  (H.  R.  No.  £125)  wppbrneoUl  to  an  act 
entitled  '*JUi  aot  to  iaoorpomte  the  Texas 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  to  aid  ia  the 
conalrnction  of  ite  road,  ftnd  fer  other  pur- 
poeet,"  approfed  March  3,  1671  j  which  was 
read  a  first  a«d  second  timet  ordered  to  t>e 
ipriated,  aad  reoomnitted  to  tjlie  Gofpmittee 
OQ  the  PabHe  Ijaaos,  not  to  be  brought  back 
into  the  Hoase  on  a  motion  to  reconvlaer. 

BIGHT  Of  SUFVBAGH. 

Mr.  BUTfiBR,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  have  taken  from  the 
Speaker's  table  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  Senate  bill  No.  793,  to 
amend  an  act  to  enforce  the  rights  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the  several 
States  of  this  Union,  and  A>r  other  purposes. 

Mr.  RANDALL.    I  object. 

Mr.  BUTLBR,  of  MassachasetU.  I  simply 
aak  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RAKDALL.  I  know;  and  then  the 
committee  wonld  have  the  right  to  report  it 
to  the  House  (br  action. 

JOHN  y.  UANKS. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  the  House  the  following  messi^e  from 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates : 

I  herewith  return  for  the  farther  oonsideretion  pf 
Consress.  without  my  approval,  House  bill  No.  1560. 
an  ect  for  the  relief  of  the  estate  of  Dr.  John  F. 
Hanks,  for  the  reason  that  the  records  of  the  Xreas- 
iir7  J>epartment  show  that  the  ourrent  moneys  taken 
by  Colonels.  B.  Uolabird  from  the  Louisiana  State 
Bank  of  New  Orleans,  in  the  month  of  August,  1I62L 
were  aeeounted  lor  by  that  ofBoer  to  thp  Treasury 
I>epartment,  aod  the  names  of  the  depositors  given, 
ana  that  the  name  of  Dr.  John  F.  Hanks  does  not 
appear  among  them.  ...... 

It  also  appears  from  the  records  of  the  Treasury 
DepartsieBt  that  among  the  etfeots  taken  uom  the 
Leuisiaaa  State  Bank  of  New  Orleans  was  the  sum 
of  11.7X9  of  eontederate  money,  and  that  the  said 
earn  stood  upon  thye  books  of  said  bank  to  the  credit 
of  J.  F.  Uanlu.  It  is  but  justice,  however,  to  the 
ezeontors  of  the  <atate  of  Dr.  Hanks  to  state  that 
there  is  eyery  reason  to  believe  tbat  the  money  de- 
posited by  Dr.  Hanks  in  the  Louisiana  State  Bank 
was  in  current  funds,  and  that  when  applioation 
was  made  to  Gongress  for  the  recovery  of  the  same 
they  believed  and  had  evidenoe  to  satisfy  them  that 
such  funds  had  found  their  way  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States.  There  has  unquestionably 
been  a  mistaJie  made,  either  by  the  ollioers  of  the 
Louisiana  State  Bank  or  the  persons  engaged  in 
removing  the  funds  of  that  bank,  by  which  the  estate 
of  Dr.  Haoks  is  loaer  to  the  amount  of  relief  afforded 
by flonto bUI No.  156(1       ^  ^  .,      .v  ^ 

Accompanying  this  I  send  the  statement  furnished 
by  the  Bteretary  of  tbe  Treasury  of  the  funds  coT- 
ered  into  his  Department,  and  accounted  for  through 
it,  ariaina  Ikooi  the  seisure  of  funds  of  tbe  Louisiana 
State  Bank  ofXew  Orleans,  in  the  month  of  Auimst, 
1862.  U.  S.  QRANT. 

BxECVTiTK  M1NSX05,  MarcK  28, 1672. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  Accompanying  this  mes- 
sage there  is  a  communication  from  the  Treas* 
nry  Department.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  mess^^e  and  accompanying  communica- 
tion  will  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  the 
right  to  report  at  any  time,  as,  being  an  Exec- 
utive veto,  it  is  somewhat  in  the  nature  of  a 
privileged  matter. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

LEAVE  TO  PUINT. 

Mr.  HEBNDON  obtained  leave  to  have 
printed  in  tha  Qlobe  some  remarks  of  a  gen- 
eral nature.     [See  Appendix.] 

BRBOLL^B  BILL  8I0NBD. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Enrolled  Bills,  reported  tbat  the 
committee  had  examined  and  found  truly  en- 
rolled a  bill  (S.  No.  681J  to  provide  for  the 
reporting  and  printing  or  the  debates  in  Con- 
gress ;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the  same. 

FBOPOBgD  BBSaiQN  FOR  lUBBATlE. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.  Polabd]  desires  the  Chair  to  sub* 
mit  agasn  Ina  request  that  the  House  may  hold 


seapiions  to-morrow  and  Saturday  ^  debate 
only  as  in  Co^jp^ittee  of  t^e  Whole,  no  busi- 
ness wh^itever  to  bo  transacted.  Is  there 
objection  ? 

t&eyeraf  members  objected. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Cox  tbat  the  fiLouse 
adjourn  wi^s  then  agreed  to ;  and  accordingly 
(at  (bur  o^ clock  and  forty  mintt^tes  p.  m.)  Xhk 
Qpuse  sojourned. 

PBTIflOXS,  KTC. 

The  follo.wing  petitions,  .&c.y  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  atid  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  ACKER :  Memorials  of  citizens  of 
Whitemarsh,.  Pennsylvania,  and  Spring  Mill, 
Pennsylvania,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
earthen,  stoneware,  and  clay  drain  and  sewer, 
pipes,  &c.,  remonstrating  against  the  proposed 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  earthenware  or  stone; 
ware,  and  iu  &7or  of  making  it  the  law  of  the 
land  that  hereafter  all  foreign  earthenware) 
stoneware,  or  clay  drain  or  sewcr-pipes,  or 
chiraney-flaeSy  shall  pay  a  specific  duty  of 
seven  dollars  ^er  ton,  and  the  bends,  branches, 
and  other  fittings  of  such  pipes  and  flues, 
nine  dollars  per  ton,  and  all  foreign  clay 
chimney-tops,  shall  pay  a  specific  duty  of  ten 
dollars  per  ton,  the  duty  on  raw  clay  now  being 
five  dollars  per  ton. 

By  Mr.  AMBLER :  The  petitions  of  citiaeos 
of  oloan's  Station,  McCoy^Sy  aod  EUiottaviUe, 
Jefferson  county,  Ohio,  engaged  in  the  manu* 
factnre  of  earthen,  clay,  and  stoneware  drain 
and  sewer* pipes,  chimney- tops  and  fluesi  and 
other  wares  of  clay?  remonstrating  c^ainstany 
seduction  of  duties  on  snch  wares,  and  prav- 
ing  that  such  wares  may  be  suhijected  to  speciao 
duties  of  seven  dollars,  nine  dollars,  and  ten 
dollars  per  ton. 

By  Mr.  BIRD :  The  petition  of  citizens  of 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  remonstrating 
against  the  proposed  reduction  of  tbe  duties 
on  stoneware  and  earthenware. 

By  Mi'.  ELDREDGE:  The  memorial  of 
the  mayor  and  100  others,  citizens  of  the 
city  of  Sheboygan,  for  a{^opriation  of  the 
full  sum  recommended  by  the  department  of 
engineers  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor 
at  Sheboygan,  because  of  the  necessity  of 
dredging  the  same  so  as  to  admit  the  vessels 
necessary  to  be  run  in  connection  with  tbe  rail- 
road line. 

By  Mr.  ELY;  The  petition  of  the  Cox- 
sackie  Savings  Instilntion  for  repeal  of  tax. 

By  Mr.  HANKS :  The  memorial  of  Silas 
F.  Field,  presenting  a  claim  against  the  United 
States  for  $1,988  80,  being  the  amount  received 
by  the  United  States  upon  sale  of  property  in 
the  city  of  Little  Bock,  Aricansas,  in  excess  of 
the  taxes  due  thereon. 

By  Mr.  LANSING :  The  petition  of  David 
Woodworth,  for  an  allowance  of  bounty  for 
service  in  the  Army  in  the  suppression  of  the 
rebellion. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Andrew  J.  Phinney, 
for  an  allowance  of  bounty  for  services  as  a 
private  in  the  Army  in  the  suppression  of  the 
rebellion. 

By  Mr.  McHENRY :  The  memorial  of  N. 
B.  Allen,  praying  compensation  for  revenue 
stamps  destroyed  by  fire. 

By  Mr.  McJUNKIN:  The  petition  of 
Geoige  I.  Bond,  James  T.  Buchanan,  Frank 
Bell,  and  63  others,  citizens  of  Pennsylvaniai 
praying  the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1788, 
allowing  totailjr  and  partially  disabled  soldiers 
and  sailors  an  iucrease  of  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Johu  R.  Knopp,  C. 
A.  Metcalf,  V.  Harrington,  and  20  others, 
citizens  of  Washington^  District  of  Columbia, 
praying  the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1738, 
allowing  totall;^  and  partially  disabled  soldiers 
and  sailors  an  increase  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  MAYNAUD:  The  memorial  of 
Henry  Hommel,  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee , 
praying  to  be  reimbursed  for  property  de- 
stroyed daring  the  late  rebellion. 


By  Mr.  PETERS:  The  petition  of  the  Grand 
Trunk  Railway  Com|)any,  for  remission  of 
dutiesp^ia  on  rerolled  iron  in  February.  1866. 

By  Mr.  SPRAGUE :  The  petition  of  Edward 
Wood,  of  Vincents,  Washington  county,  Ohio, 
praying  a  pension. 

By  Mr.  STEVENSON  :  The  petition  of  D. 
J.  Chadwick  and  85  others,  mail-route  agents, 
praying  increase  of  salary. 

POST  BOUTI  BItL  lUI&ODUCBD. 

The  following  was  introduced,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads: 

By  Mr.  WALDEN  :  A  bill  for  a  mail  route 
from  CentervUle,  via  Walnut  city,  to  Tyrone, 
Iowa. 


IN  SENATE. 
MoyoAT,  April  1,  1872. 

Prater  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
UAV,  D.  D. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MORTON,  and  by  unMU- 
mous  consenti  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of 
the  proceedings  of  Thursday  last  was  dispensed 
with. 

B0U8B  BILL  BBFBltUBD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  279)  to  repeal  ^ectfon 
one  of  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'An 
act  to  provide  a  temporary  government  for  the 
Territory  of  Idaho,  approved  M^rch  3;  1863f " 
approved  Ma^ch  2,  1867,  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories. 

QBjpjBii  ojr  BUSIfiII£8S. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  ask  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate,  after  the  morning  business  is 
through,  to  call  up  Senate  bill  No.  420  to  eon- 
fer  jurisdiction  on  the  Court  of  Claims  to  hear 
and  determine  tbe  suit  of  Carondelet  m.  the 
United  States. 

Tbe  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unani- 
mous  consent.     Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  EDM  UNDS.  We  had  better  go  through 
with  the  morning  business  first. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  ask  to  call  it  up  after  the 
morning  business. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  the  best  way  to 
do  bnsinese  bere  is  to  go  through  with  the 
morning  business,  and  then  let  gentlemen  take 
up  their  bills.  That  is  what  the  rules  provide. 
I  do  not  wish  to  object  to  my  friend  more  than 
anybody  else  j  but  I  think  that  is  the  best  way. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  It  requires  unani- 
mous consent  to  take  up  the  bill,  even  subject 
to  the  morning  business,  and  tb^  Senator  from 
Vermont  objects. 

PBTITIONS  AND  MBMORIALS. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  presented  a 
petition  of  citizens  of  Michigan,  late  soldiers 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  praying 
the  enactment  of  a  law  for  the  equalization  of 
bounties,  allowing  $8  88i  per  month  for  the 
time  of  service  to  all  soldiers ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  WINDOM  presented  thirteen  petitions 
of  citizens  of  Minnesota,  soldiers  in  the  late 
war,  praying  tbe  equalization  of  bounties; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  four  memorials  of 
citizens  of  New  Xork,  asking  the  exclusion 
from  Federal  office  of  all  persons  addicted  to 
the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beversge ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of 
Francis  Curtis  and  others,  asking  for  ^n  Amer- 
ican register  for  tbe  ship  St.  Albans,  formerly 
the  American  ship  Henrietta  Marcy,  now  under 
British  register;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Springfield*  Massachusetts,  asking  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill  now  pendiuff  before  tbe 
Senate  for  the  payment  ox  French  spoliation 
claims ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  ihp  table. 
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He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  asking  for  a  constitu- 
tional amendment  excluding  from  Federal 
office  all  persons  addicted  to  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  as  a  beverage ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Rochester,  New  York,  asking  for  the  prohibi- 
tion by  law  of  the  manufacture,  importation, 
and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Iowa,  asking  for  the  settlement  of  international 
difficulties  by  arbitration  ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Rhode  Island,  late  soldiers  of  the 
United  States  Army,  praying  Congress  to  pass 
an  act  granting  to  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and 
marines  who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  for  the  suppression  of  the  late 
rebellion,  and  who  have  an  honorable  dis- 
charge, and  to  the  heirs  of  those  that  are 
deceased,  $8  88^  per  month  for  the  time 
served,  deducting  therefrom  all  Government 
bounty  heretofore  received  by  them ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Boston,  asking  for  a  constitutional 
aqiendment  excluding  from  Federal  office  all 
persons  addicted  to  the  use  of  intoxicating 
liquors  as  a  beverage ;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Washington,  District  of  Columbia,  asking  for 
a  constitutional  amendment  excluding  from 
Federal  office  all  persons  addicted  to  the  use 
of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas,  presented  the 
petition  of  L.  D.  Evans,  late  collector  of  the 
fourth  district  of  Texas,  praying  Congress  to 
relieve  him  from  the  payment  of  certain  funds 
that  never  came  into  his  hands  *,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  BAYARD  presented  the  petition  of 
Levin  Lank,  of  Sussex  countvj  Delaware,  a 
soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  POMEROY  presented  five  petitions  of 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  for  the  exclusion 
from  office  of  all  persons  addicted  to  the  use 
of  intoxicating  liquor^  as  a  beverage ;  which 
were  referred, to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi< 
ciai^. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  citizens  of  ^nsas,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  United  States  district  court 
at  the  city  of  Parsons,  in  southern  Kansas; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Iowa,  praying  that  the  titles  to  lands 
granted  to  the  Iowa  railroad  companies  be 
decided' by  the  Department  and  the  courts; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Leonard 
J.  Rose,  of  California,  praying  indemnity  for 
property  captured  and  robbed  by  the  Indians 
on  the  Colorado  river.  New  Mexico,  August 
81,  1868,  amounting  to  $27,698  76  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  the  petition  of 
John  S.  McGregor,  praying  relief  on  account 
of  the  loss  of  a  bounty  land  warrant  while  in 
the  possession  of  the  General  Land  Office ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnb- 
lic  Lands. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  Arial 
K.  Eaton  and  James  D.  Jenkins,  praying  for 
an  allowance  for  clerk  hire  while  they  were 
register  and  receivers,  respectively,  in  the  Tur- 
key River  land  district,  in  Iowa:  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  the  petition  of  Joseph 


Ligon,  of  Nelson  county,  Virginia,  praying  the 
removal  of  his  political  disabilities;  wnich 
was  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

He  also  presented  the  petitions  of  John  W. 
Motley,  of  Pittsylvania  county,  Virginia ;  of 
George  C.  Cabell,  of  Danville,  Virginia ;  and 
of  R.  M.  Kerby,  of  Orange  Court-Hoase,  Vir- 
ginia, praying  the  removal  of  their  political 
disabilities ;  which  were  referred  to  the  select 
Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Political  Dis- 
abilities. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  members 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia, 
asking  the  removal  of  political  disabilities 
from  Robert  A.  Coghill,  of  Amherst  county, 
Virginia;  which  was  referred  to  the  select 
Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Political  Dis- 
abilities. 

PAPKR8  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBFBRBBD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  in  the  case 
of  the  heirs  of  Thomas  Lawion  be  withdrawn  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims. 

RBPORTS  Of  OOUMITTBBS. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1666)  to  estab- 
lish certain  post  roads,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, and  the  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered 
to  be  printed  and  recommitted  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  KBLLOGG,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  888)  for 
the  publication  of  certain  maps  of  survey  of 
the  upper  Mississippi  and  Minnesota  rivers ; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2036)  for  the  relief  of  Jataes  A.  Bell, 
asked  to  be  discharj^ed  from  its  further  con- 
sideration, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  D. 
Brown,  of  Van  Buren,  Iowa,  praying  for  an 
increase  and  arrears  of  pension,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  because  they 
believe  that  the  application  has  never  been 
before  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  or  that  it 
is  an  exceptional  case  asking  for  legislation  in 
regard  to  matters  which  that  committee  has 
refused  to  report  in  favor  of,'  they  have  in- 
structed me  to  report  back  the  petition  and 
recommend  that  the  claim  be  rejected. 

The  committee  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  same  committee, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John 
Watters,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Navy,  praying 
compensation  for  property  destroyed  by  the 
burning  of  the  United  States  receiving  ship 
Pennsylvania,  reported  adversely  thereon,  and 
the  committee  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  79)  for  the  relief 
of  Dudley  D.  Smith,  in  his  own  right,  and  as 
administrator  of  Whitcomb  Smith,  deceased, 
moved  that  it  be  postponed  indefinitely ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  move  that  the  petitioner 
in  that  case  have  leave  to  withdraw  the  peti- 
tion and  papers. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOWE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  were  referred  the  papers  in  relation 
to  the  claim  of  Jnlins  Frank  for  compensation 
for  suttler's  supplies  seized  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Thomas  in  1864,  submitted  an  adverse 
report  thereon  ;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  also,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
Milo  Pratt,  praying  remuneration  for  losses 
sustained  by  the  alleged  failure  of  the  quarter- 
master's department  to  comply  with  a  con- 


tract made  with  him  in  1864,  famidiing  coil, 
submitted  a  report,  accompanied  bj  a  bill  (S. 
No.  895)  for  the  relief  of  Milo  Pratt. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  seeood 
readine,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  same  committee,  biT- 
in^  had  before  them  the  memorial  of  Breret 
Brigadier  General  B.  S.  Roberts,  United 
States  Army,  asking  Congress  to  proride  for 
the  payment  to  him  of  a  royalty  whid  ke 
claims  on  certain  breech-loadiDg  guns  tad 
tapering  metallic  cartridges,  have  instnu^ 
me  to  report  it  back  with  the  recommeodatioB 
that  he  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers,  do 
action  having  been  had  thereon. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitioa  of 
Mary  J.  Mc Mullen,  praying  to  be  nhM 
certain  money  taken  oy  the  military  aathori 
ties  of  the  United  States  daring  the  war  oftiie 
rebellion,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereoo: 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  com- 
mittee were  dischar^;ed  from  the  furOier  cod- 
sideration  of  the  petition. 

He  also,  from  tne  same  committee,  to  whoa 
was  referred  the  petition  of  George  W.  Jooe:, 
praying  compensation  in  conseqaence  of  tbe 
failure  by  the  Government  to  fhmlla  contract 
with  him,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  iu  fiir- 
ther  consideration  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  from  the  Committee  od 
Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolatioB  to 
print  five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  &a 
relative  to  soldiers'  homesteads,  reported  it 
with  an  amendment  striking  oat  ''fire''  asd 
inserting**  three.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  and  tb< 
resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Reeolved,  That  three  thousaod  eopiei  of  the  let 
(S.  No.  447)  to  enable  honorably  diwharKed  wldim 
and  sailors,  their  widows  and  onihan  ebUdra).to 
ocqniro homeeteads  on  the  publio  laodiof the  imm 
States,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ANTHONY,  from  the  Committee  on 

Printing,  to  whom  was  referred  a  resolatioa 

to  print  additional  copies  of  the  report  io 

regard  to  the  life-saving  stations  on  the  couts 

of  New  Jersey  and  Long  Island,  reported  it 

without  amendment ;  and  the  resolutioo  vu 

agreed  to,  as  follows : 

Jie9olved,  That  one  thousand  copies  of  the  letter 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  eommonicaUni.  a 
compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Sea»t«  >« 
December  14,  1871,  information  in  relation  to  ui 
present  condition  of  the  life-saving  stations  on  »« 
coasts  of  New  Jersey  and  Long  Island,  be  pnntM- 

Mr.  ALCORN,  from  the  Committee  oo 
Mines  and  Mining,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1016)  to  promote  thedeTclop- 
ment  of  the  mining  resources  of  the  UniiN 
States,  reported  it  with  amendments;  audthe 
bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
and  recommitted  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claiin^ 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  95)  wr 
the  relief  of  Minerva  Lewis,  as  administratm 
on  the  estate  of  Ezekiel  Lewis,  deceased, 
reported  it  with  amendments,  ana  sabmitted 
a  report  thereon ;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  towbom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  L.  Merchant  * 
Co.,  praying  to  be  paid  the  amount  realuH 
by  the  sale  of  the  lighter  Ingomar,  submiited 
an  adverse  report ;  which  was  ordered  to  w 
printed,  and  the  committee  was  dischargfi 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  peUtjon. 

He  alsO)  from  the  same  committee,  to  wboo 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  Meiwotile 
Mutual  Insurance  Company  of  New  lort, 
praying  Congress  to  authorize  the  issue  to » 
of  Treasury  notes  in  lieu  of  notes  alleged  w 
have  been  lost  at  sea,  submitted  an  adTirse 
report ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  m 
the  committee  were  dischw^d  from  the  furtber 
consideration  of  the  petition.     . 

He  also,  from  the8ameooziumUM,towbotD 
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referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  199)  for  the  relief 
of  L.  Merchant  &  Co.,  reported  it  without 
ameadment,  and  submitted  a  report  thereon ; 
which  WB8  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  106)  for  the  relief 
of  the  owners  of  the  bark  A 1,  reported  it  with- 
out amendment,  and  submitted  a  report ;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PRATT.  While  I  am  up,  I  desire  to 
say  to  the  Senate  that  a  week  or  two  since  I 
introduced  a  bill  giving  a  construction  to  the 
act  of  Congress  of  March  3,  1857,  the  purpose 
of  whioh  was  to  require  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  account  to  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  for  what 
is  commonly  known  as  the  two  per  cent,  fund 
claimed  by  those  States.  I  had  the  bill  laid 
upon  the  table  with  a  view  of  addressing  the 
Senate  when  it  should  suit  its  convenience  to 
hear  me.  I  should  be  glad  to  be  heard  to- 
morrow morning  if  there  is  nothing  in  the 
way.  I  believe  to  day  their  is  a  special  order, 
the  North  Carolina  election  case,  and  there- 
fore I  do  not  press  it  now ;  but  I  shall  wish 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  about  three 
qaarters  of  an  hour,  or  perhaps  an  hoar,  to- 
morrow to  present  my  views  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  The  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Joseph 
Segar,  of  Virginia,  praying  payment  for  rent 
for  his  estate  while  occupied  b^  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  during  the  entire 
war,  have  directed  me  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
payment  of  the  rent.  There  is  a  written  re- 
port accompanying  the  bill. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  889)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Segar,  of  Viiginia,  was  read  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  BORKMAN.  I  think  this  is  a  case 
which  the  Senate  might  act  upon  at  this  time. 
The  bill  proposes  to  pay  Mr.  Segar  for  his 
estate  near  Fortress  Monroe,  which  was  occu- 
pied by  our  Army  during  the  entire  war — his 
manffion-house  and  his  &rm.  He  was  deprived 
of  his  residence  and  of  the  farm  on  which  he 
raised  the  means  of  making  a  living.  He  was 
a  loyal  man,  as  the  eviaence  shows ;  and, 
within  my  personal  knowledge,  did  ffood  ser- 
vice in  Uie  beginning  of  our  trouble,  and 
during  the  whole  war  remained  true  to  the 
Government.  We  have  reported  a  bill,  not 
for  what  he  asked,  but  for  $15,000.  There 
was  a  roilitaiy  commission  upon  this  claim, 
and  they  gave  him  several  thousand  dollars 
more  than  we  have  reported  in  his  favor.  I 
think  the  Senate  micht  well  pass  the  bill  at 
this  time,  and  I  ask  that  it  be  considered  now. 
Mr.  EDMONDS.  Is  there  a  written  re- 
port? 
Mr.  BOREMAN.  Yes,  sir. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objecdon  has 
been  made  to  taking  up  any  bill  oat  of  its 
order. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  ia  all  these  cases 
the  reports  ought  to  be  printed,  so  that  we 
may  see  them.  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall 
have  the  least  obiection  to  this  case,  prob- 
ably not,  but  in  all  cases  of  claims  for  prop- 
erty the  reports  ought  to  be  printed  before 
the  bills  pass. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  It  is  not  a  claim  for  prop- 
erty, in  the  ordinar]^  sense.  It  is  a  chum  for 
the  use  of  property  in  the  way  of  rent. 

Mr.  EDM  UND».  It  comes  under  the  same 
principle  precisely. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  report  will 
be  printed,  and  the  bill  placed  on  the  Cal- 
endar* 

Mr.  HOWE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R*  No.  1948) 
for  the  relief  of  Robert  Williams,  jr.,  collector 
third  district  of  Ohio,  reported  it  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUY8EN.  TheCommiUee 
on  AjEricallure,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1297)  amendatory  of  aa  aot  enti*. 


tied  '^An  act  donating  public  lands  to  the 
several  States  and  Territories  which  may  pro- 
vide colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and 
mechanic  arts,"  passed  July  2,  1862,  and  acts 
amendatorv  thereto,  have  directed  me  to  re- 
port it  back  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
bill  pass:  and  it  will  be  a jrreat  accommoda- 
tion to  tne  Senators  from  Oregon  if  it  could 
be  considered  now. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Oh,  no ;  you  cannot  con- 
sider it  now. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  have  it 
read  first  for  information. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  My  only  objection  is  that 
the  Senator  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Blair]  rose 
to  call  up  a  bill  which  had  already  been  re- 
ported, and  aside  from  bills  of  the  smallest 
possible  importance  I  think  it  is  fair  that  those 
who  have  reported  bills  previously  should  have 
the  first  opportunity  to  call  up  their  bills.  I 
objected  to  his  bill  being  taken  up  until  we 
should  get  through  with  the  morning  business, 
^and  I  feel  bouna  therefore  in  honor  to  him  to 
stand  up  in  his  defense  until  he  can  get  an 
opportunity  to  call  up  his  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  is 
n:iade,  and  the  bill  will  be  placed  on  the  Cal- 
endar. 

BILLS  INTBODUOKD. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  bill :  and  before  introducing  it  I  desire  to 
state  tnat  it  is  a  bill  to  repeal  an  act  approved 
March  11,  1872,  for  the  relief  of  George  W. 
Morse,  which  I  ask  to  have  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents.  As  I  am  credibly  in- 
formed, the  bill  for  the  relief  of  George  W. 
Morse  was  passed  through  a  concealment  by 
the  claimant  of  facts  of  considerable  import- 
ance touching  the  validity  of  his  claim  grow- 
ing out  of  his  connection  with  one  Mr.  Floyd, 
once  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  conspiracy  against 
the  Treasury  and  against  the  Government,  and 
growing  out  of  his  connection  with  Floyd  and 
the  rebel  authorities  during  the  war,  which  I 
am  told  was  kept  concealed  from  this  commit- 
tee, although  the  proof  to  support  it  is  in  this 
town  and  the  documents  in  the  War  Depart- 
ment. In  order  that  they  may  reconsider  the 
subject,  if  they  think  it  necessary  to  reconsider 
it,  I  introduce  this  bill. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  was  granted 
to  introduce  a  bill  (8.  No.  890)  to  repeal  the 
act  approved  March  11,  1872,  for  the  relief  of 
George  W.  Morse ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  titie*  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents, 
and oraered to  beprinted. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  ask  ananimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  take  ap  Senate  bill  No. 
641. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  has 
been  made  bv  the  Senator  from  Vermont  and 
others  until  the  morning  business  is  concluded, 
and  the  Senator  from  Missouri  first  made  a 
similar  request.  Unless  that  objection  is  with- 
drawn the  Chair  cannot  entertain  the  motion. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  must  insist  upon  it 

Mr!  BAYARD  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  891)  in  relation  to  Mexican  titles  to 
land  within  the  Territory  of  Arizona :  which 
was  read  twice  bv  its  title,  referrea  to  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HOWE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained^  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
892)  authorising  the  sale  of  timber  on  Gt)v- 
emment  lands  in  Wisconsin ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARLAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S-  No.  898)  for  the  protection  of  owners  of 
saw- mills  on  the  Mississippi  river ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commercei  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 


obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
894)  granting  a  pension  to  the  widow  and 
heirs  of  F.  F.  Dayton,  of  company  F,  eleventh 
Indiana  volunteer  in&ntry;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BLAIR  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
896)  to  extend  the  time  for  the  completion  of 
the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  railroad ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  897)  in  regard  to  the  commeucement  of 
increased  pay  to  promoted  officers  in  the  Navy  ; 
which  was  read  twice  bv  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LOGAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, obtained  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
898)  to  authorize  the  construction  and  main- 
tenance of  a  bridge  over  the  Mississippi  river 
between  the  city  of  Warsaw,  in  Hancock  county 
and  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  city  of  Alexan- 
dria in  Clark  county  and  State  of  Missouri, 
and  to  establish  the  same  as  a  post  road; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
beprinted. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  899) 
for  the  relief  of  the  children  of  O.  H.  Berry- 
man,  and  others ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affiftirs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SCHURZ  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
900)  making  an  appropriation  for  a  Govern- 
ment building  to  be  used  for  a  court-house, 
post  office,  &c.,  at  the  city  of  Jefferson,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  submitted  an  amendment, 
intended  to  be  proposed  by  him,  to  the  bill 
(S.  No.  724)  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled 
**  An  act  to  incorporate  the  Texas  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company,  and  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  its  road,  and  for  other  purposes,''  approved 
March  8, 1871 ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
have  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1664)  to  change  the 
location  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Seneca, 
State  of  Illinois,  to  the  city  of  Morris,  Illinois, 
taken  up.  It  will  take  but  a  moment ;  but  it 
is  a  matter  of  some  importance  to  the  locality. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  objected  to  any  setting  aside  of 
the  morning  business  on  account  of  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  having  asked  for  the  consider- 
ation of  a  bill. 

OPBRATION  Of  BIQHT-HOUR  LAW. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  offer  the  following  res- 
olution, and  ask  for  its  present  consideration  : 

M§90lved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  procare  from  the  commandant  of  the  armory  at 
Bpringfleld,  Manaohaietta,  oomparatWe  statements, 
snowing  the  operation  of  the  eisbt-boar  law  ia 
respect  to  the  amount  of  labor  performed,  ezponsefl 
in  the  manafacture  and  repair  of  arms,  and  the  gen- 
oral  working  of  the  establishment  as  compared  with 
the  former  system  of  working  ten  hours  per  day. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  resolution. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  suggest  to  my  friend 
whether  he  ought  not  to  include  the  arsenal  at 
Rock  Island.     Is  not  work  done  there,  too  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  am  willing 
to  include  that.  *; 

Mr.  EDM  (JNDS.  I  think  Rock  Ishind  had 
better  be  put  in.  It  is  in  a  different  part  of  the 
country,  and  it  might  illustrate  very  well  how 
Uie  system  works. 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The  Senator 
from  Indiana  accepts  that  modification. 
The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

BUSINESS  OF  COMMITTBB  ON  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  offer  the  following  resolu- 
tion and  ask  for  its  present  consideration : 

R€»olttd,  That  Thanday  next  be  aasigned  for  the 
ooDsideration  of  reports  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  present  consideration  of  the  reso- 
lution? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  apprehend  we  shall  bo  in 
the  midst  of  the  consideration  of  an  appropri- 
ation bill  at  that  time,  and  I  think  thereK>re 
if  the  Senator  would  put  off  the  time  a  little 
longer,  probably  it  wonld  be  better. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  California  that  even 
if  Thursday  should  be  assigned  for  the  business 
of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  the  unfinished 
business  of  Wednesday  night  would  have  pri- 
ority unless  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
could  induce  a  majority  of  the  Senate  on 
Thursday  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  that  he  had  better  put  it  off  a  little 
further  than  that,  because  I  shoald  dislike 
very  much  to  interfere  with  him  if  he  has  a 
day  fixed. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  should  like  to  be  informed 
how  long  I  am  to  put  it  off. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  all  this  week  9/L  least 
will  be  consumed  by  approprisbtion  bills. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Will  the  Senator  agree  to 
Monday  next? 

Mr.  COLE.     Well,  change  it  to  that  time. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Senator  agrees  to  it. 
Very  well ;  I  will  say  Monday. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  make  no  objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  SUil  the  unfin- 
ished business  will  have  priority,  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  will  not  be  prejudiced  in 
regard  to  an  apjaropriation  bill  which  was  then 
peuding  as  unlinished  business,  unless  a  major- 
ity of  the  Senate  should  determine  to  lay  it 
aside. 

Mr.  HOWfi.  As  a  matter  of  order  I  sup- 
pose he  would  not  be  prejudiced;  but  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  I  insist  that  he  will  be. 
[Laughter.] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  will  be  entitled  to  the  floor  to  test 
th%  sense  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  proceed- 
ing with  the  unfinished  business,  on  that  day. 
^  Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  to  have  a  clear  under- 
standing on  this  matter.  If  the  Senator  changes 
his  resolution  until  next  Monday,  I  have  no 
objection  to  its  eonsideration ;  bat  I  cannot 
tell  what  majrarise  in  the  mean  time,  and  I 
should  not  like  to  be  bound  by  any  absolute 
agreement  to  yield  that  day  to  him.  However, 
if  the  resolution  is  passed,  it  will  simply  make 
the  business  of  the  (k>mmittee  on  Claims  the 
special  order  for  next  Monday,  subject  to  the 
unfinished  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
test  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  the  resolution 
as  modified,  inserting  Monday,  instead  of 
Thursday. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

MOBILB  UABB02. 

Mr.  SPENCER  submitted  the  following  res- 
olution ;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent: 

Bwolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  requested 
to  famiah  the  Senate  with  a  copyof  tho  oommanioa- 
tion of  OeoeralJ. U.Simpson. of  tlie  engineer oorps. 
United  States  Army,  of  date  Mobile.  Maroli  22. 1872, 
relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  Mobile  harbor ; 
also,  a  eppy  of  the  report  of  the  board  of  engineers 
of  date  February  14,18/2,  relating  to  the  same  sahject. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  to  amend  that  by 
adding** and  any  further  information  in  hie 
possession  on  the  subject,''  so  that  we  shall 
get  all. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  think  the  resolution 
specifies  all  he  has. 


Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Well,  there  might  be 
something  else.  I  think  that  had  better  be 
put  in. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  accept  the  modifica- 
tion. 

The  resolutioui  aa  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

8SNAT0R  FROU  NORTH  OAROUNA. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  leave  to  make 
a  statement  in  regard  to  the  case  of  Mr.  Ab- 
bott. There  was  a  kind  of  understanding 
tbat  that  matter  should  be  moved  and  heard 
to  day;  but  owing  to  sickness  in  my  family  it 
will  be  impossible  for  me  to  be  present  during 
the  debate,  as  I  desire  to  be  when  it  is  takeu 
up.  I  have  appealed  to  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois who  has  the  matter  in  charge,  FMr. 
LoofN,]  and  it  is  understood  that  it  shall  not 
be  moved  to- day,  nor  until  such  time  as  it 
shall  be  agreeable  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Thttrman,]  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
and  myself. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  will  say  that  the  Senator  . 
frotn  Ohio  is  absent  and  the  family  of  the  Sen*  ' 
ator  from  Wisconsin  is  sick.  We  do  not  agree 
on  any  day  now :  but  the  very  moment  those 
Senators  are  ahie  to  be  present  the  case  is  to 
be  called  up  and  the  Senate  asked  to  dispose 
of  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  We  are  all  desirous 
of  hearing  it  a^  the  earliest  time  that  we  can 
be  present. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  By  unanimous 
consent  the  Chair  was  instructed  to  recognize 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  at  one  o'clock  to-day 
for  tbepurpose  of  moving  to  kty  on  the  table 
any  unnnisned  business  that  mignt  be  pending 
and  proceed  to  consider  the  senatorial  elec- 
tion. The  Senator  now  waives  it,  and  (Jesires 
this  consent  to  continue,  that  he  is  to  have  the 
floor  at  one  o'clock  when  the  Senators  named 
can  be  present,  jln  order  to  move  to  lay  on  the 
table  whatevejr  mj^y  l^e  tb^n  the  unfinished 
business  for  the  purpose  of  c^Jlipg  up  the  elec- 
tion case. 

CITY  pP  CARO^DELGT. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PR£SID£Nl\  The  Senator 
from  Missouri  is  entitled  to  the  floor,  and 
moYes  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  reported  by  himself  from  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  ami  the  Senate, 
as  io  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  biil  (6.  No.  420}  to  confer  juris- 
diction on  the  Court  of  Claims  io  hear  and 
determine  the  suit  of  CorondeletM.  The  United 
States.  The  preamble  recites  that  doubts  exist 
touching  tbe  jurisdaotion  of  the  Court  of  Claims 
over  the  suit  now  pending  in  that  court  against 
the  United  States  for  the  recovery  of  a  tract 
of  land  claimed  io  be  a  part  of  the  com  moos 
of  Carondelet,  instituted  by  the  city  of  Caron* 
delet ;  and  the  lull  therefore  proposes  to  grant 
jurisdifitioa  io  tbe  Court  of  Claims  to  hear  and 
determine  the  cause,  subject  to  the  right  of 
appeal  by  either  party  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  Stales,  and  to  proyide  thdt  the 
depositioas  heretofore  taken  io  the  cause  may 
be  read  at  ihe  tiial  thereof  with  the  same  effect 
as  if  taken  after  the  passage  of  the  act.  . 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  aek  for  the  reading  of 
the  report  in  that  case. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  report, 
submitted  by  Mr.  BuiR  on  tibe  Sdib  of  Jan- 
uary: 

The  Commutes  en  PriiFate  Land  (Mm,  to  wfmm 
was  referred  the  petition  of  the  olty  of  OarondeleU 
now  merged  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  ^o  the  State  of 
Missouri,  praying  that  iniisdietion  may  be  oonferred 
upon  the  Oonrt  of  Claims  U>  hear  apa  determina  a 
olaim  DQir  pending  in  said  court  against  the  united 
States,  have  considered  said  petition  and  report : 

That  the  claim  grows  oat  of  the  aotion  of  eertain 
offioers  of  the  V^it^BUtfa,  by  which  it  is  alleged 
thai  the  authorities  of  the  town  of  Carondelet  were 
obliged  to  convey  a  part  of  the  commons  of  Caron- 
delet to  tbe  United  States  without  consideration ; 
that  Carondelet  wa^  a  village  in  npper  lioaisiaoa 
while  that  territory  was  owoed  by  the  Freneh  Qov- 
emment,  and  according  to  the  custom  of  that  Qov- 
erament,  and  also  ofthejBpanish  Government,  under 


whose  dominion  the  coontry  sabseovsotly  patsad, 
commons  were  granted  to  the  iohaDitanU  lortbe 
pasturage  of  their  cattle  and  to  furnish  them  vith 
wood:  that  by  the  act  of  Jane  IS,  1812,  Coofrw 
confirmed  these  commons  to  the  inhabiUnU  o.' 
several  villages,  of  which  Carondelet  wu  one,  aci 
ordered  them  to  be  surveyed;  that  the  larrey  m»d« 
in  1817,  by  the  proper  officer,  ineloded  the  land  in 
qaestion :  that  in  1826  application  was  made  u* 
some  of  the  villagers  to  grant  twelve  huodred  aaes 
of  the  land  to  the  United  States  for  military  par- 
poses,  and  they  granted  the  land  to  tbe  Uuted 
States  "so  loDg  as  it  may  be  uaefal  for  that  pu- 

Sose,"  and  the  United  States  onterod  under  that 
oed,  and  built  on  the  groands  what  are  known  u 
Jefferson  barraeks.  In  1832  the  village  waf.  fortha 
first  time,  formally  incorporatetf,  and  taeaathoriiies 
denied  the  right  of  the  individuals  to  conm  the 
land  to  the  united  States,  and  in  1838  the  JJmui 
States  attorney  decided  that  the  deed  of  If^  gave 
no  title.  Thereupon  the  Secretary  of  War  appliid 
to  the  land  department  to  annal  the  sarrey  Eettins 
apart  the  land  to  the  villagers,  and  this  was  done. 
and  a  controversy  ensued  at  the  Land  Oifieeand  ihi 

Snterior  Department,  which  continued  till  theUi^ 
ay  of  January,  1855.  when  the  Secretary  of  tii« 
Interior  reaffirmed  the  original  surrey,  reserrtof 
ont  of  it  for  the  United  States  about  two  thoosand 
acres  of  land,  including  the  twelve  hundred  orisin- 
ally  conveyed  by  the  inhabitants. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  Oeneral  Land  Office,  n 
24th  September,  1838,  at  the  instance  of  the8een< 
tary  of  War,  annnlled  the  survey  of  the  oommoai, 
which  had  subsisted  for  twenty-two  years.  Froa 
the  date  of  that  annalment  till  it  was  reafBnoed  Id 
1856.  the  villagers  were  harassed  with  litvatioc. 
and  without  their  sarvey,  according  to  the  ralissj 
of  the  courts,  were  defenseless.  Tney  repeated'.t 
endeavored  to  get  Congress  to  act,  withontsacctc. 
Being  thus  helpless,  they  agreed  with  the  Seoretaiy 
of  War  to  convey  tbe  two  thousand  acres  in  quts- 
tion,  in  order  to  get  the  sarvey  reSstabltshed.  aodi: 
was  refe'stablished  as  soon  as  he  informed  tbe  Sec- 
retory of  the  Interior  tliat  a  satisfactory  deed  ru 
made. 

The  aathorities  of  Carondelet  were  advised,  io 
1860.  that  the  Court  of  Claims  was  competent  to 
decide  whether  they  ought  to  lose  their  land  in 
this  manner,  and  accordingly  filed  a  petition  in 
that  court,  stating  the  facts  and  praying  that  tbeii 
deed  mUht  be  set  aside,  and  the  land  decreed  to 
them.  The  9aa%  was  argued  before  that  eoort  r»* 
peatedly;  first,  on  the  jariadiction  which  the  court 
sustained,  and  afterward  on  the  merits,  npci^ 
which  the  court  was  eqaally  divided.  Io  the 
mean  time  that  court  wag  put  under  the  sapcr- 
vision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe  United  Staui. 
and  the  latter  court  decided,  in  other  eases,  tba: 
the  jarisdiotlon  of  the  Court  of  Claims  did  net  ex- 
tend to  such  oases. 

The  defenses  relied  on  by  the  United  States  ar^ 
first,  that  the  officers  of  the  land  department  bad 
authority  to  set  aside  the  sarvey.  and  ought  to  bare 
done  so  beoaase  it  was  erroneous :  second,  that  tht 
grant  of  Carondelet  to  the  United  States,  wbieh  wb 
made  in  consideration  of  the  reestablishment  of  uie 
sarvey,  was  made  in  parsnance  of  a  legitimate  eoa- 
promise,  and  is  therefore  valid. 

These  questions  are  purely  questions  of  lav.  de- 
pending entirely  upon  the  construction  of  act?  cf 
Congress  and  of  the  officisU  documents  eont&in-a 
in  the  record  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  ahoald  be  referred  to  tb« 
Dupreipe  Court  for  decision,  as  proposed  by  the  bill, 
and  therefore  the  committee  recommend  that  it  be 
passed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  ioaoire 
how  much  money  is  involved  in  case  tbe  uni' 
ted  States  are  d^es^ted  in  this  anit? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  cannot  inform  tbe  Sepsior 
very  accnratelj.  The  land  is  valaable;  itliu 
within  twelve  miles  of  the  city  of  St.  Louis; 
but  it  strikes  me  that  the  amount  invoked  is 
not  the  question  to  be  considered.  The  qaes 
tion  is  whether  the  city  of  St.  Loois,  in  which 
the  town  of  Carondelet  is  now  met:^edi  shiH 
have  a  right  to  have  its  claim  jadicisllj 
passed  upon  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States 
If  the  land  belonged  to  the  city  of  Caroo- 
delet)  aad  was  improperly  taken  by  tbe  officen 
of  the  United  States,  and  itshallhesodeeided 
by  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  I  thick  no 
one  can  obfect.  These  qaastions,  ^  ^^  ^ 
port  states,  are  purely  questions  of  law ;  sU  uk 
faets  are  maUers  of  record;  and  it  is  ^m 
these  official  records  that  we  desire  thattb< 
hi^est  court  in  the  country  should  pass.  I 
think  there  ought  not  to  be  objection  to  refer- 
ring a  case  of  this  kind,  in  which  a  hm  coo 
munity  like  that  of  St.  Louts  is  contending  tur 
its  rights,  to  the  courts  of  the  countiy. 

Mr.  BDMUNDS.  I  do  not  know  ihst 
have  over  agreed  that  everybody  has  the  nci 
to  try  his  cause  in  the  Court  of  Claims.  l« 
is  a  case  of  contract  where  the  United  States 
are  soagbt  to  be  chai^ged,  then  we  bave  t>5 
statute  provided  that  the  Court  of  Claims  Bbaii 
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have  jarisdiction ;  but  in  no  other  case  than 
cases  of  contract  have  we  authorized  that  court 
to  exercise  powers,  and  we  have  always  hith> 
erto  refused  (and  I  think  refused  rightly  and 
understandingly)  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
that  court  to  other  cases  than  those  of  contract, 
reserving  to  the  nation,  as  we  do  in  all  other 
instances,  the  right  to  determine  how  and  in 
what  way  claims  shall  be  determined  against  it. 

Now,  if  this  is  a  case  of  contract,  the  Court 
of  Claims  has  jurisdiction  already,  and  the 
United  States  of  course  must  submit  to  what- 
ever final  decision  may  be  made.  If  it  is  not 
a  case  of  contract,  and  this  act  is  necessary  to 
confer  jurisdiction  to  hear  a  question  as  to  the 
expulsion  of  claimants  from  lands  by  the 
United  States,  and  where  therefore  redress 
most  be  made  for  a  wrong,  not  fbf  the  oarry^ 
iDg  out  of  a  contract  where  damages  iLre  meas- 
ured according  to  the  terms  of  the  contract 
made,  then  I  think  we  oilght  not  to  confer 
jurisdiction  on  the  Court  of  Claims,  certainly 
not  without  very  considerable  refieotfon.  Why  ? 
First,  because  it  involves  a  vast  sum  of  money 
evidently,  which  perhaps  ougHt  not  to  be  taken 
from  the  Treasuty  under  the  circumstances 
uDtil  Conipresa  shall  have  ascertained  that 
there  is  equity  in  the  ease;  and  secondly, 
because  we  are  taking  one  step  as  a  precedent 
in  advance  of  the  law  as  it  now  stands,  and 
in  a  direction  which,  as  it  sbems  to  me,  is 
extremely  dangerous.  So  that,  whether  this 
court  has  jurisdiction  or  no(,  it  appears  to  me 
that  it  is  open  to  great  doubt  whether  this  bill 
oTight  to  pass.  If  the  court  has  jurisdiction, 
then  clearly  it  is  unnecessary  to  pass  it.  If  it 
has  not  jurisdiction,  then  we  are  assuming  in 
a  case  involving  a  very  large  sum  of  money,  for 
which  the  Treasury  is  to  be  made  responsible, 
to  refer  the  questions  connected  With  it  (which 
now  by  law  must  be  presented  to  Congress,  or 
else  to  the  regular  (Courts  of  law  depending  on 
the  form  of  procedui^)  to  this  Coutt  of  Claims ; 
and  if  we  do  it  in  thi^  instance,  we  must  be 
obliged  to  do  so  in  other  instances  where 
claims  for  Wrongs,  instead'  of  claims  for  con- 
tract, are  preferred  against  us. 

Certainly  I  should  doubt  the  propriety  6f 
taking  a  step  of  this  character  in  a  case  wherer 
the  claim  oaust  be  so  very  large,  involving 
probably  millions  of  money,  as  this  is.  I 
suggest,  therefore,  to  my  honorable  friend 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  let  this  bill 
go  over  for  a  few  days  until  we  can  consider 
upon  that  subject  a  little' and  see  whether  there 
is  not  some  better  way  of  giving  relief,  if  relief 
is  deserved  in  thi^  case,  than  to  tie  ourselves 
up  iu  a  matter  of  this  magnitude  acfd  import- 
ance not  now  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Claims,  I  will  assume  for  the  purpose 
of  my  argument,  to  whatever  its  judgment  may 
be.  The  natural  and  ordinary  course  would 
be  one  that  we  often  have  here :  a  petition  from 
the  claimants  that  the  United  States  shall 
make  good  the  dstniages  that  they  have  sus- 
tained,  either  by  the  Substitution  of  other 
lands,  if  that  may  be  done^  as  probably  in  this 
case  it  cannot,  or  by  a  proper  redress  in  money 
for  the  wrong  that  our  authorities  have  com- 
mitted. I  do  not  see  the  ground  on  which  this 
case  oaght  to  be  taken  out  of  the  general  in* 
stance  of  cases  of  petition  which  are  applied 
to  claioas  of  this  character ;  and  while  I  am  up, 
I  should  like  to  ask  the  honorable  Senator 
whether  we  have  not  previously  had  this  ques- 
tion under  consideration  in  Congress  Within 
three  or  four  years?  I  think  i  have  some 
recollection  upon  th6  subject,  but  I  atn  not 
very  sure  about  it. 

Mr.  BLAIH.  I  believe  the  question  has 
been  considered  by  the  other  House,  but  never, 
r  believe,  in  the  Senate  before.  I  wilt  state, 
in  answer  to  some  of  the  observations  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  that  this  is  not  unprece- 
dented by  any  means.  In  the  case  of  the  Hot 
Springs  in  Arkansas,  where  there  was  an  in- 
dividxul  claimant  fof  the  Hot  SprlnjH,  which 
the  Governmeut  had  reser^^d,  Congress  passed 


an  act  giving  the  right  to  the  claimant  to  go 
into  the  Court  of  Claims  and  trv  his  right. 
Therefore  the  precedent  has  already  been  set, 
and  I  cannot  see  any  hardship  wnatever  in 
thus  submitting  to  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  a  claim  of  this  character,  although  it 
involves  a  large  amount  of  money. 

We  have  here  apjplic&tions  for  a  cession  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States  of  a  large  tract 
of  land  adjacent  to  Uie  city  of  San  Francidco, 
Which  is  a  military  reservation,  the  city  of 
San  Francisco  not  setting  up  any  claim  of  any 
kind,  but  asking  it  dimply  as  a  donation  for  a 
park.  I  conceive  that  the  city  of  St.  Louis 
IS  not  making  any  extraordinary  demand  on 
Congress  in  requesting  that  her  right  to  this 
land  may  b^  tried  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  United 
States  entered  and  took  possession  of  this  land 
under  the  title  of  th^  eity  of  Carondelet.  She 
came  into  possession,  admitted  her  title,  and 
then  set  up  a  title  ana  forced  certain  inhabit- 
ants of  Carondelet,  Whose  names  are  recited 
in  the  report,  to  make  a  deed ;  and  the  ques- 
tion is  whether  that  deed  is  a  valid  one  or  not, 
and  that  is  to  be  submitted  as  a  pure  ques- 
tion of  law  to  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
I  think  there  could  be  no  more  reasonable 
request. 

The  amount  which  is  involved,  it  seems  to 
me,  ought  not  to  be  thrown  in  toe  scale,  be- 
cause it'  the  United  States  has  no  legal  right 
to  hold  the  property,  no  matter  what  the 
amount  of  money  involved,  if  the  city  of 
Carondelet  has  the  right,  it  seems  to  me  Con- 
gress ought  not  to  hesitate  to  allow  the  right 
to  be  tried  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 

If  the  Senator  desires  time  to  look  into  thils 
matter  I  shall  certainly  not  object  to  thsit; 
but  it  seems  to  me  upon  a  question  so  simple, 
a  plain  <]uestion  of  law,  which  is  all  that  is 
involved  m  the  reference  of  it  to  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  there  ought  to  be  no  hesi- 
tation on  the  part  of  Congress. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator insist  np6n  the  donsideration  of  the  bill 
at  this  time,  or  does  he  l6t  it  pass  over? 

Mr.  BLAlR.  I  insist  upon  it  unless  the 
Senator  wishes  it  to  go  over. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  the  honorable 
Senator  would  let  it  go  over  until  to-morrow, 
when  we  can  look  into  it. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     Very  well. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

8TATDB  Of  ADMIRAL  FARRiOtT. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Qrounds,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  (H.  K. 
No.  117)  to  authorize  the  erection  of  a  colossal 
statue  of  the  late  Admiral  Farragut,  have  in- 
structed me  to  report  it  with  amendments; 
and  if  there  is  no  objection — and  I  think  there 
will  not  be  anv — I  ask  for  its  present  consider- 
ation.   I  think  it  will  give  rise  to  no  debate. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  ouhe  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  joint  resolution.  It  proposes  to  instruct 
the  Committees  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  inspect  all  models  for  a  colossal 
statue  of  the  late  Admiral  farragut  that  may 
be  presented  to  them  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
January,  1878,  and  select  therefrom  the  one 
that,  in  their  judgment,  shall  be  the  most  faith- 
ful likeness,  m  form  and  feature,  and  the  most 
appropriate  to  commemorate  the  deeds  and 
character  of  the  Admiral ;  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  is  directed  to  contract  with  the 
sculptor  who  shall  have  prepared  the  model  so 
selected  for  a  colossal  statue  of  the  Admiral, 
at  a  cost  not  exceeding  $20,000,  to  be  erectea 
in  Farragut  Square,  in  the  cily  of  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia,  or  in  such  other  place 
as  he  may  designate. 

Th6  first  amendment  reported'  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  was 


to  insert  after  the  word  ''therefrom,*'  inline 
eight,  the  words  *'  within  thirty  days   there- 
after." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  at  the  end  of  the 
resolution,  to  add  the  following  proviso : 

Provided,  That  if  no  suoh  model  shall  be  presented 
on  or  before  the  time  designated  whioh  the  said 
committee  shall  agree  upon  as  a  work  of  art  eotirely 
worthy  as  a  tribute  of  the  nation  to  the  naval  hero 
whose  memory  it  is  proposed  to  commemorate,  they 
may  reject  any  and  all  so  presented,  and  report  the 
fact  to  their  respective  Houses. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  A  single 
word,  Mr.  President.  I  believe  it  will  be  ac- 
knowledged by  all  that  we  have  been  remiss 
in  regard  to  any  statues  for  our  naval  heroes, 
and  the  amendment  is  only  designed  to  secure 
a  work  that  we  shall  not  be  ashamed  of. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the  Sen- 
ate as  amended,  and  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred in.  The  amendments  wefd  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  the  joint  resolution  to  be  read^ 
a  thira  time.  The  joint  resolution  was  read  thg* 
third  time,  and  passed. 

MBSSAQfi  f  ftO&I  TIIB  ffOtfSS. 

A  message  fVom  the  House  of  Representd- 
tives,  by  Mr.  McPdtBSosf,  itd  Cle)rk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  concurred  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1830}  to  amend  the  thirty-second  sec- 
tion of  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  reduce  ioteroal 
taxes,  and  for  other  purposes/'  approved  July 
Ui  1870. 

KNROLLBD  BILL  BIGNKD. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  had  signed  the  enrolled  bill  (S. 
No.  5dl)  to  provide  for  the  reporting  and  print- 
ing of  the  debates  in  Congreas  f  and  it  was  there- 
apon  signed  by  the  Vice  President. 

AUSTRALIAN  MAIL  LINB. 

Mr.  CpLE.  I  move  the  Senate  proceed  to 
the  consideration  oniie  bill  (S.  No.  49)  author- 
izing the  establishment  of  ocean  mail  steam- 
ship service  between  the  United  States  and 
Australia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill. 

The  Committee  on  f^ost  Offices'  and  Post 
Roads  reported  an  amendment,  to  strike  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert  as  a 
substitute  the  following: 

That  the  Postmaster  General,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  President,  is  herebF  authorised  and 
direoted  to  eoiitract  for  mall  steamship  service 
between  the  poti  of  Ban  Francisco,  in  the  United 

tiates.  aod  some  port  or  ports  in  Australia  or  New 
ealand,  or  la  both  countries,  toaehlog  at  Bono  lulu, 
in  the  Sandwioli  Islands,  or  such  other  ports  in  the 
Paoiflooooan  as  may  become  necessary  foreoalins 
purposes,  by  means  of  a  line,  to  ran  oueo  in  every 
four  weeks,  making  thirteen  round  trips  per  annam, 
of  flrst-class,  American -built,  sea-going  steaitfShips. 
of  not  less  than  two  thoasaod  resistor  tons  burden 
each,  and  of  a  character  and  speed suitabla  for  mail 
and  passenger  steamships  in  this  service,  and  of 
sufficient  number  to  perform  thirteen  round  voy- 

afCfl  per  annum  between  said  ports;  /Vovlrfstf,  That 
1  ships  to  be  built  hereafter,  as  the  exigoooiet  of 
this  service  may  reQuire,  shall  correspond  in  all 
respects  to  the  steamships  herein  described,  and  ba 
not  less  than  two  thousand  five  hdndred  tons,  Gov- 
ernment  measurement;  said  servioo  to  eoatinuo  for 
a  term  of  ten  year3,  to  oommeoc^  from  the  dav  the 
first  steamship  departed  from  the  port  of  San  Pran- 
eiseo  with  the  mails  for  Australtaand  New  Zealand, 
and  shall  include  and  consolidate  the  contract  now 
existing  for  United  States  mail  service  between  San 
Francisco  and  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Postmaster  General  shall  oontiaet 
for  the  aforesaid  servioe  with  the  paciiet  owning 
and  representing  the  United  States,  New  Zealand 
and  Australian  Mail  Steamship  Lin\B,  at  a  rate  of 
oompensation  not  exoeiedlac  tiOO,000  for  thirteen 
round  voyagea;  and  upon  entering  into  said  oontraet 
said  parties  shall  enter  into  good  and  sufficient 
security  for  its  faithful  pi^rformance,  suhleot  to  the 
approval  of  (he  Poetmasur  General. 

Sao.  8,  That  any  oontraet  wbieh  th«  Postmaster 
General  may  execute,  under  the  authority  of  this 
fl^ct,  BhtHf  Uk^  effbct  from  the  7th  day  of  April, 
1871,  and  shall,  in  addition  te  the  uSval  stipulations 
of  ocean  mail  steaniahiP  eon|ra0t^«  provide  thi^  the 
steamships  accepted  for  the  servioe  shall  be  of  the. 


2062 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  1, 


best  xnaterial  of  wood  or  iron,  and  apon  approTed 
models,  with  all  tho  modern  improyemonts  adapted 
to  sea-goins  steamBhips  of  the  first  oIom.  and  shall 
be  at  any  time  subject  to  inspection  and  sarvey  by 
an  experienced  naval  constrnotor,  to  bo  detailed  for 
that  purpose,  upon  tho  reqaest  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  by  the  Soorotary  of  Navy,  whose  report 
shall  be  made  to  the  Postmaster  General:  Provided, 
That  it  shall  be  stipnlated  in  any  contracts  for  carry- 
ing the  mails  entered  into  under  the  provisions  of 
this  aot  that  the  steamships  employed  in  such  ser- 
▼ice  shall  be  delivered  to  the  United  States,  or  their 
proper  officers,  upon  demand  being  made,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  converted  into  vessels  of  war,  the 
United  States  being  bound  on  their  part  to  nay  to 
said  company  the  luir  full  value  of  every  sucn  ship 
or  vessel  at  tho  time  of  delivery:  said  value  to  be 
ascertained  by  four  appraisers,  to  be  appointed,  two 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  two  by 
said  company,  and.  in  case  of  disagreement  among 
said  appraisers,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  select  and  appoint  an  umpire,  who  shall  fix  the 
value.  That  tao  Government  of  tho  United  States 
shall  be  entitled  to  have  transported,  free  of  ex- 
pense on  each  and  every  steamer,  a  mail  agent,  who 
may  also  act  as  mail  agent  for  such  of  the  other 
coantries  hereinbefore  referred  to  as  may  dispatch 
mails  by  said  steamers,  to  take  oharc^e  of  and  ar- 
range the  mail  matter,  and  to  whom  suitable  accom- 
modations shall  be  assigned  for  that  purpose.  That 
in  case  of  failure  from  any  cause,  acts  of  God  and 
public  enemies  excepted,  to  perform  any  of  the 
regular  voyages  stipulated  for  in  the  contract,  a 
pro  rata  deduction  shall  be  made  from  the  compen- 
sation on  account  of  such  omitted  voyage  or  voyages. 
That  suitable  fines  and  penalties  may  be  imposed 
for  delays  and  irregularities  in  the  performance  of 
the  servioe.  and  that  the  Postmaster  General  shall 
have  the  power  to  terminate  the  contract  by  giving 
two  years'  notice,  or  upon  sale  or  assignment  to  any 
person  or  company  not  oitiiens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  This  cer- 
tainly opens  a  pretty  large  subject  for  the 
morning  hour. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hoar  has  expired. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  do  not 
desire  to  occupy  more  than  a  few  minutes ;  but 
I  desire  to  say,  with  the  permission  of  the 
Senate,  that  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  take 
the  whole  subject  of  commerce  into  considera- 
tion, and  do  what  is  just,  liberal,  andgenerous 
to  all  parts  of  the  country.  This  taking  up 
this  Subject  on  the  Pacific  ocean  where  we  now 
have  one  line  of  subsidized  steamers,  while 
we  have  none  at  all  on  the  Atlantic,  though 
foreign  nations  have  from  eighty  to  one  hun- 
dred  vessels  subsidized  either  in  whole  or  in 
part,  seems  to  me  not  to  be  right.  I  think 
we  ouf^ht  not  before  doing  something  on  the 
Atlantic,  where  we  have  an  extensive  com- 
merce, to  be  originating  a  measure  for  a  por- 
tion of  the  globe  where  we  have  not  as  yet  any 
trade  at  &Ii 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
will  suspend.  The  morning  hour  has  expired, 
and  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  is  before 
the  Senate 

Mr.  POMEROY.  This  bill  was  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  ana  Post 
Roads  last  year.  We  pat  it  off  last  year  until 
the  very  last  of  tbe  session  before  we  had  any 
action.  I  ask  that  the  appropriation  bill  lay 
aside  for  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     I  object  to  that 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Let  us  see  if  we  cannot 
get  a  vote  on  this. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  objects,  and  it  will  therefore  require 
a  motion  to  lay  the  appropriation  bill  on  the 
Uble. 

Mr«  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  think  tbe  Sen- 
ator from  California  wants  to  do  that 

Mr.  POMEROY.  We  have  not  begun  the 
appropriation  bill  yet.  If  we  were  in  the  midst 
of  an  appropriation  bill  I  would  not  ask  it, 
but  if  the  Senator  would  let  the  appropriation 
bill  lay  aside  for  a  short  time  we  could  get  a 
vote  probably  on  this  steamship  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  To  apologize  to  my 
friend  for  insisting  upon  the  regular  order^ 
it  is  obvious  that  you  cannot  pass  this  bill 
without  drawing  into  consideration  the  whole 
question  of  the  maintenance  and  improvement 
of  our  commerce,  the  directions  in  which  it 
ought  to  go,  and  the  methods  by  which  it  is 
to  be  obtained  on  both  the  Atlantic  and  the 
Paoifio  side.    It  is  a  subject  of  great  national 


importance.  I  do  not  by  any  means  say  I 
shall  be  opposed  to  the  bill;  I  do  not  say 
whether  I  shall  be  or  not,  because  I  do  not 
understand  it ;  but  the  idea  of  stopping  this 
appropriation  bill  to  open  this  subject  now  in 
its  immature  condition  it  appears  to  me  is 
asking  too  much. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  objects  to  granting  unanimous 
consent  to  passing  over  the  appropriation  bill 
informally.  Therefore  the  bill  is  before  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  want  the  sense  of  the 
Senate.  I  move  to  lay  the  appropriation  bill 
on  the  table  with  the  view  of  proceeding  with 
the  bill  we  have  had  under  consideration. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  hope  we  may  take  up 
the  Australian  bill  and  proceed  with  its  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  On  that  motion  I  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Tbe  Senator 
from  Kansas  moves  to  lay  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  on  the  table.  He  states  that  he 
intends  to  follow  it  with  a  motion  to  continue 
the  consideration  of  the  Australian  steamship 
bill,  upon  which  motion  tbe  Senator  from 
Vermont  demands  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  8,  nays  81 ;  as  follows : 

YB AS— Messrs.  Corbett,  Gilbert,  Hitchcock,  Mor- 
ton. Osborn.  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  and  Stewart— B. 

NAYS~Messr8.  Aloom.  Ames,  Anthony,  Bayard, 
fioreman.  Clayton,  Conklinf,  Cooper,  Edmnnds, 
FentoD,  Ferry  of  Miohigan,  Frelinchuysen,  Hamil- 
ton of  Texas,  Harlan,  Kelly,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Mor- 
rill of  Vermont.  Norwood,  Patterson,  PooU  Robert- 
son. Sehorx,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Stevenson.TrumbaU. 
Vickers.  West  Wilson,  Wlndom  and  Wright— 31. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Blair.  Brownlow.  Buckingham, 
Caldwell,  *Cameron,  Carpenter,  Casserly,  Chandler, 
Cole,  Cragin,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Davis  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Flanagan.  Ooldthwaito, 
Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamlin,  Hill.  Howe,  John- 
ston, Kellogg,  Lewis.  Logan,  Nye,  Pratt,  Rioe,  Sauls- 
bury,  Sawyer.  Scott.  Sprague,  Stockton,  Sumner, 
Thurman,  and  Tipton— S4. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

PRKSIDRNTIAL   APPROVALS. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Horace  Porter,  his  Secretary, 
announced  that  the  President  had,  on  the  30th 
ultimo,  approved  and  signed  the  act  (S.  No. 
792)  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  'An  act  for  the  removal 
of  causes  in  certain  cases  from  State  courts,' 
approved  July  27,  1866,'  approved  March  2, 
1867. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Pres- 
ident had  this  day  approved  and  signed  the 
following  acts : 

An  act  (S.  No.  320)  to  authorize  the  resto- 
ration of  Qiibert  Morton  to  the  naval  service  ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  716)  relating  to  the  capture 
of  the  Albemarle ;  and 

An  act  (S.  No.  547)  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  across  the  Missis- 
sippi river  at  or  near  the  town  of  Clinton,  in 
the  Stato  of  Iowa,  and  other  bridges  across 
said  river,  and  to  establish  them  as  post 
roads. 

BUBINRSS  OF   MILITARY  COMHITTIB. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  have  a  day  set 
apart  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  some  thirty 
or  forty  bills  reported  from  tbe  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs ;-  and  if  the  Senate  are  will- 
ing I  should  like  to  have  Thursday  or  Friday 
of  this  week  assigned  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  not 
name  Thursday  or  Friday  of  this  week,  be- 
cause the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Claims  designated  Thursday,  and  finally  he 
consented  to  name  a  day  next  week  on  my 
suggestion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  say  a  week  from  next 
Tuesday. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  no  control  over  the 
business  of  the  Senate,  but  I  hope  the  Sena- 
tor will  not  ask  for  a  day  for  this  purpose  until 
we  have  made  some  advance  wioi  tne  appro- 
priation bills. 


Mr,  WILSON.  Let  me  have  two  or  tlirw 
hours.  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  get  tliroogii 
in  that  time,  and  then  I  will  help  the  Senator 
along  with  the  appropriation  bills. 

The  VICE  RESIDENT.  Pending  tli, 
Indian  appropriation  bill  the  Senator  froci 
Massachusetts  asks  unanimoas  consent  tha: 
the  Senate  assign  Tuesday  next  for  ihe  con 
sideration  of  business  reported  bj  the  Con 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs,  of  course  gub)et> 
to  the  unfinished  business.  The  Chair  hetn 
no  objection,  and  that  order  will  be  made. 

DBBATB  ON  APPROPRUTION  BILLS. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  ask  for  the  adoptioo 
of  the  following  order : 

Ordered,  That  upon  aov  amendment  to  a  ;ene»l 
appropriation  bill  remarks  apon  the  8«m«  by  mj 
one  Senator  shall  be  limited  to  five  minntet. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  That  does  no: 
alter  the  rule. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  only  for  this  ses 
sion.    It  does  not  amend  the  rale. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  think  it  had  better  Ik 
over. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  re 
ceived,  then,  and  lie  over  until  to-morrov. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  will  try  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  upon  it  to-morrow. 

B.  NBLSO^  GKRK. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
California  to  delay  the  appropriation  bill  for 
one  moment  until  I  can  ask  the  consent  of  tbe 
Senate  te  act  on  a  House  bill  of  a  fev  lioe^. 
which  has  come  over  to  the  Senate,  has  beeQ 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and 
reported  favorably  with  ameDdments.  It  i* 
important  that  it  should  reach  the  Hook  agti: 
as  soon  as  possible  in  order  that  they  may  a>.t 
upon  the  amendments,  if  the  bill  is  to  be  p&ss«<l 
at  all. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen 
ator  from  California  yield  for  that  purpose? 

Mr.  COLE.    Yes,  sir. 
By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in  Com 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1228)  for  thereUefof  R 
Nelson  uere. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  reported  the  bill 

with  amendmento,  to  strike  out  in  line  three 

the  word  ** directed'*   and  insert  the  word 

'*  authorized  ;*'  and  in  line  eight,  to  strike  on'. 

the  word  **therefrom"  and  insert  "fromfurther 

liability  under  the  same,  this  not  to  anthoriie 

the  payment  of  any  percentage  retained  or  du? 

upon  the  work  already  done  as  secnrityfortbi 

performance  of  the  contract;**  so  that  thebi.i 

will  read: 

That  the  Secretary  of  War  be.  and  he  is  benby. 
authorised  to  oanoel  the  oontraet  entertd  loto  ojn- 
Nelson  Qere,  of  the  citv  of  SyraeuBe,  New  Tort  a 
the  year  1871,  for  buildinje  a  breakwater  in  the  hii- 
bor  of  Oawego.  in  laid  Stato  of  New  York,  ud  t 
release  said  Ghere  from  further  liability  ooder  w 
same,  thia  not  to  authorise  the  payment  of  aoj  per 
centace  retained  or  due  upon  theworfcilretdr<i<»K 
as  seourity  for  the  performance  of  theco&tnct 

The  amendmente  were  agreed  to. 

The.  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  ss 
amended,  and  the  amendments  *^^^' 
curred  in.  The  amendmenlB  were  ordered  lo 
be  engrossed  and  the  bill  to  be  read  the  third 
time.  The  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  m 
passed. 

OHANOa  OF  LOCATION  OF  A  BANK. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  now  ask  the  Senate  to  m 
up  House  bill  No.  1664,  changing  the  locatiw 
of  a  national  bank.  It  will  take  bat  a  momeot^ 

Mr.  COLE.    Then  let  that  be  the  last. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  froai 
California  gives  notice  that  he  will  dechne  to 
yield  further  after  this  bill.  .  ^  ^ 

By  unanimoas  consent,  the  Senate,  asm  I o^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  cons«aer  tae 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1664)  to  change  the  locat'^J 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Seneca,  ^taieui 
Illinois,  to  the  city  of  Morris,  Suteof  lUiQO'- 
It  authorizes  the  First  National  Bank  of  beneca, 
now  locRed  at  Senaca,  La  Salle  county,  bw« 
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of  Illinois,  to  change  its  location  to  the  city  of 
Morris,  county  of  Grundy,  Illinois.  When- 
ever the  stockholders,  representing  three 
fourths  of  the  capital  of  the  bank,  at  a  meet- 
ing called  for  that  purpose,  determine  to  make 
such  change,  the  president  and  cashier  are  to 
execute  a  certificate  under  the  corporate  seal 
of  the  bank  specifying  such  determination,  and 
shall  cause  it  to  be  recorded  in  the  office  of 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Currency,  and  there- 
upon such  change  of  locaition  is  to  be  effected, 
and  the  operations  of  discount 'and  deposit 
shall  be  carried  on  in  the  city  of  Morris. 
Nothing  in  this  act  is  to  be  so  construed  as 
in  any  manner  to  release  the  bank  from  any 
liability,  or  affect  any  action  or  proceeding  in 
law,  in  which  it  may  be  a  party  or  interested  ; 
and  when  this  change  shall  have  been  determ- 
ined upon,  notice  thereof,  and  of  such  change, 
is  to  be  published  in  at  least  one  weekly  news- 
paper in  each  of  the  counties  of  Grundy  and 
La  Salle,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  for  not  less 
than  four  successive  weeks. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
California  to  yield  to  me  to  pass  a  bill  of  nine 
lines,  which  has  been  read  heretofore 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  we  had  better  take  up 
the  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.    It  will  take  but  a  moment. 

The  VICE  .PRESIDENT,  The  Senator 
from  California  obiects,  and  the  appropriation 
bill  is  before  the  Senate. 

AMENDMENTS  TO  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK  submitted  sundry  amend- 
ments intended  to  be  proposed  by  him  to 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1192)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  current  and  contingent  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  and  for 
fulfilling  treaty  stipulations  with  various  Indian 
tribes  for  the  year  ending  June  30,  1873,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1192) 
making  appropriations  for  the  current  and 
contingent  arpenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment, and  for  tiilfiUing  treaty  stipulations  with 
varioas  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  June 
30, 1873,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has 
been  reqaesteu  to  ask  the  Senate  whether 
there  be  objection  •  to  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  being  present  daring  the  pend- 
ency of  this  bill.  He  has  always  been  pres- 
ent heretofore,  and  has  sometimes  been  con- 
salted  in  regard  to  the  number  of  Indians,  &c. 

Several  Senators.    No  objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suggest  that  the  first  read- 
ing through  of  the  bill  be  dispensed  with, 
and  that  we  consider  the  amendments  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  as  we  progress 
with  the  bill.  Those  amendments  are  not 
very  numerous ;  many  of  them  are  of  a  mere 
formal  character,  and  do  not  require,  there- 
fore, a  subsequent  reading  of  the  Dili. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  sup- 
posed that  would  be  the  rule,  to  dispense  with 
the  first  reading;  but  it  will  now  be  read 
through  to  consider  the  amendments  of  the 
committee  as  they  are  reached.  The  Sena- 
tor does  not  propose  to  dispense  with  the 
reading  of  the  bill  entirely  ? 

Mr.  COLE.    No,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
read,  and  the  amendments  proposed  by  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  will  be  acted 
upon  as  they  i^re  reached  in  the  reading  of  the 
bilL 

Mr.  COLE.  Mr.  President,  the  bill  as  it 
came  to  the  Senate  from  the  House  involved 
an  appropriation  of  almost  six  million  dollars 


for  this  service.  The  exact  sum  was  $5,916,- 
689  97.  The  Committee  on  Appropriations 
of  the  Senate  have  looked  the  bill  through 
with  a  great  deal  of  care,  and  have  compared 
the  appropriations  with  the  obligations  of  the 
Government  in  the  form  of  treaties  and  laws, 
and  have  been  able  to  reduce  the  amount  in 
their  recommendations  by  the  sum  of  $141,250 ; 
so  that  if  these  amendments  should  be  adopted, 
and  none  others  made  increasing  the  appro- 
priations, the  total  sum  appropriated  in  the 
bill  would  be  $5,775,889  97. 

Most  of  the  items  of  appropriation  are  in 
pursuance  of  treaty  stipulations.  Some  of 
those  treaties  have  been  standing  for  a  long 
time  ;  some  of  them  are  perpetual  treaties ; 
some  of  them  are  treaties  that  nave  been  made 
within  the  last  score  of  years;  and  there  are  a 
few  appropriations  in  pursuance  of  treaties 
made  within  the  last  five  or  six  years.  I  be- 
lieve it  is  now  the  policy  of  the  Government 
to  enter  into  no  more  treaty  stipulations  with 
these  Indian  tribes.  At  all  events,  we  see  no 
more  such  treaties  presented  to  the  Senate  for 
ratification.  I  think  the  country  may  well 
congratulate  itself  upon  this,  because  the  obli- 
gations under  which  we  find  ourselves  in  con- 
sequence of  former  treaties  are  many  of  them 
of  a  character  not  now  to  be  defended. 

Oftentimes  treaties  exist  with  tribes  of  In- 
dians who  are  reduced  to  a  mere  handful,  who 
are  of  as  little  importance  as  the  smallest  par- 
cel of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  that  can 
be  imagined ;  and  yet  they  exact  of  the  Gov- 
ernment the  payment  of  large  sums  annually 
on  account  of  such  treaty  stipulations  which  I 
am  sure  the  Government  would  not  be  dis* 
posed  to  make  if  they  were  to  be  n^de  for  the 
simple  support  of  those  Indians  independent 
of  any  treaty  obligations. 

There  are  some  large  items  in  the  bill  which 
probably  ought  to  be  reduced.  The  appropri- 
ations for  the  different  branches  of  the  Sioux 
Indians  amount  to  nearly  half  the  total 
amount  involved  in  the  bill.  There  is  an  ap- 
propriation proposed  for  the  Teton  Sioux  of 
$500,000^  and  for  oCher  branches  of  Sioux  in 
that  portion  of  Montana  Territorv  amounting 
to  over  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars.  These 
appropriations  have  been  made  in  pursuance 
of  a  habit  of  Congress  fallen  into  by  reason 
of  the  hostility  of  those  Indians  within  the 
last  decado  or  a  little  more.  The  argument 
in  favor  of  these  very  large  appropriations  is 
that  they  will  have  a  tendency  to  preserve 
peace  with  those  Indians,  and  that  if  they  are 
not  fed  and  clothed  in  such  an  abundant  man- 
ner they  will  make  war  upon  the  white  race. 
It  is  under  this  sort  of  threat  or  duress  that 
these  appropriations  are  procured. 

The  appropriation  for  the  Apaches, -amount- 
ing to  nearly  half  a  million,  I  suppose,  from 
recent  developments,  to  be  more  than  ought 
to  be  made.  In  one  place,  to  support  them 
upon  reservations,  an  appropriation  of  a  quar- 
ter of  a  million  is  asked.  It  was  alleged  that 
the  number  of  these  Indians  upon  reservations 
amounted  to  between  five  and  six  thousand 
persons.  I  think  the  country  is  in  possession 
of  information  now  to  the  effect  that  the  In- 
dians who  may  have  been  upon  those  reserva- 
tions have  left  them  and  are  now  pursuing 
a  coamin|^  life*  and  probably  many  of  them 
engaged  m  actual  hostilities  against  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  judgment  that  prevails  on  the 
Pacific  coast  in  reference  to  these  Indians  is 
that  the  best  treatment  to  administer  to  them 
is  that  which  the  military  arm  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  accustomed  to  administer.  It  is 
alleged  that  these  Indians  have  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment in  the  way  of  appropriations  for  the 
Indian  department  and  in  the  way  of  sup- 
porting military  forces  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  first  and  last,  some  thirty  or  forty 
million  dollars ;  and  I  am  assured  by  those 
who  ought  to  know  that  the  number  of  these 
Indians  now  in  actual  hostility  against  the 
whites  is  scarcely  more  than  one  thousand. 
It  does  seem  to  me  that  the  military  arm  of 


the  Government  ought  to  be  able  to  suppress 
so  small  a  force  as  that ;  and  very  likely  they 
would  be  able  to  do  it  if  they  were  not  tram- 
meled by  a  desire  manifested  in  certain  quar- 
ters and  supported  by  the  authorities  of  the 
Government  to  pacify  them  and  to  maintain 
peace  with  them  by  kindly  treatment,  of  which 
they  have  the  least  possible  appreciation. 

These  Indians  are  mostly  in  a  territory  pur- 
chased not  many  years  ago  from  the  Mexi- 
can republic  for  some  ten  million  dollars, 
called  the  Gadsden  purchase.  Some  of  that 
country  is  excellent  country.  The  portion  in 
which  these  Indians  roam,  and  where  they  have 
their  homes  if  they  have  homes  at  all,  is  excel- 
lent country,  well  wooded,  well  watered,  and 
possessing  a  good  soil.  They  are  able  to  main- 
tain themselves  there  by  the  chase  during  the 
summer  season,  for  game  is  plenty,  and  they 
are  in  the  habit  of  resorting  to  the  United 
States  Government  posts  for  supplies  during 
the  winter  season.  Heretofore  they  have  been 
furnished  liberally  with  supplies  of  clothing 
and  food  by  the  Government  authorities  dur- 
ing the  most  inclement  season  of  the  year. 

1  myself  am  in  great  doubt  as  to  the  policy 
that  the  Government  is  trying  to  inaugurate 
so  far  as  this  tribe  of  Indians  is  concerned. 
That  it  works  well  in  reference  to  most- of  the 
tribes  of  aborigines  I  have  no  doubt ;  but  that 
it  is  a  policy  which  can  be  adopted  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Apaches,  is  a  matter  of  great  doubt 
with  me.  I  base  my  opinion  upon  the  almost 
unanimous  judgment  of  the  people  of  that 
country  and  of  the  Pacific  coast,  whom  I  believe 
to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  habits  and 
character  of  the  Apache  Indians  than  the  peo- 
ple on  this  side  of  the  continent. 

If  I  thought  it  were  possible  to  pacify  them 
by  kindly  treatment,  I  snoiild  be  in  favor  of  it; 
but  the  illustrations  we  have  had  of  their  dis- 
position convince  me  that  it  is  impossible  to 
win  them  over  by  gentle  treatment  I  remem- 
ber that  but  a  few  years  ago  something  like 
fifteen  hundred  of  them  were  gathered  in  at 
some  military  camp  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  the  Territory  of  Arisu>na,  and  were  fed 
there  during  several  months  of  the  inclement 
season  of  the  year,  and  probably  furnished 
with  clothing  as  well.  They  received  their 
rations  daily  until  the  spring  had  far  advanced, 
when,  as  it  is  stated,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
truthfiilly,  durine  one  night  they  all  disap- 
peared* like  a  nock  of  quails,  and  not  an 
Apache  was  to  be  found  after  that.  They  left 
the  camp  during  one  night,  and  assumed  an 
attitude  of  hostility  toward  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  feeding 
them,  and  toward  the  white  people.  I  am 
inclined  to  the  opinion  that  a  similar  course 
of  conduct  is  being  pursued  by  these  Indians 
this  year;  that  instead  of  being  able  to  keep 
fifty- five  hundred  of  them  upon  reservations, 
when,  the  pleasant  season  comes  not  five  hun- 
dred, and  probably  not  five  of  them,  will  be 
found  receiving  the  bounties  of  the  Govern- 
ment; but  that  they  will  return  again  next 
winter,  when  they  have  spent  the  summer  in 
fighting  and  not  in  providing  meat  and  food 
for  themselves,  is  not  unlikely. 

Mr.  President,  I  need  not  speak  of  other 
tribes  that  are  provided  for  in  this  bill.  I  will 
only  add  that  so  far  as  a  few  of  the  States  and 
Territories  are  concerned  the  aupropriation 
for  the  Indians  is  made  in  gross  and  not  in  pur- 
suance of  treaties.  In  some  of  the  States 
there  are  treaties  made,  and  still  appropria- 
tions are  made  for  the  Indians  independent 
of  the  awards  made  in  pursuance  of  trea- 
tries.  In  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent  on  this  floor,  a  State  the 
territory  of  which  is  as  lai^e  in  extent  as  all 
New  England,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jersey,  and  Delaware  combined,  there  is  not 
a  tribie  of  Indians  with  which  there  is  a  treatjr. 
Not  a  single  treaty  applies  to  any  Indians  lu 
all  California,  althougn  there  are  lar^e  num- 
bers of  them  there.  The  appropriations  for 
the   Indians  in  that  State,  nowever,  amount 
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to  no  more  than  is  appropriated  for  the  res- 
erration  Indians  in  Arizona.  The  amount  is 
small,  and  though  a  portion  of  the  Indians  in 
Galifbrnia  were  once  naif  civilised  by  the  be* 
nefioent  instmetion  of  the  Catholic  priests  who 
onoe  held  sway  on  that  coast,  yet  their  rights 
and  interests  have  b^en  neglected,  tend  if  an^ 
Indian*  in  the  country  are  entitle<f  to  th^  care 
and  pfotectiott  of  the  Government  I  should 
suppose  it  Would  be  the  Mission  Indians  of 
(Jalifornia.  I  am  snre  they  deserve  the  Atten- 
tion of  Congress  more  than  the  hostile  Apaches' 
who  lie  off  a  little  further  to  the  east  of  tbeih. 

It  seems  to  me  the  policy  of  the  Oovem- 
ment  ia  takine  care  of  the  Indians  hoM  become 
exceedingly  liberal.  The  amount  now  appro- 
priated each  year,  from  six  to  sev^n  mitiion 
dollaM,  is  a  rery  extravagant  amount  to 
devote  to  such  a  purpose.  It  nkight  natdrally 
be  supposed,  which  i  believe  is  the  fact,  too, 
that  the  Indians  as  a  race  ate  becoming  less 
and  lees  from  year  to  year ;  and  yet  the  appro- 
priatrons  for  them  are  becoming  larger  and 
larger  esch  year,  and  I  find  in  the  deficiency 
bill  which  has  been  presented  already  that 
there  are  large  suins  asked  for  in  addition  to 
the  munificent  appropriations  of  last  year  for 
the  Indian  service.  I  am  aware  that  the  argu- 
ment is  often  reiterated  thac  the  Indians  are  in 
this'  #i^  to  be=  pacified,  and  that  we  save  the 
enormous  expeMe  that  would  otherwise  be 
inctti^r^d  by  the  Army ;  but  I  am  in  hopes  that 
the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Indians 
will  all  be  dtoolared  to  be  like  other  people  of 
the  United  States,  dtbens,  aud  entitled  to  no 
more  protection  than  other  peopltf,  and  when 
they  will  not  need  any  more  protection  than 
is  required  by  any  other  class  of  people  in  the 
country. 

But,  sir,  I  did  not  intend  to  detain  the  SeU- 
at«  so  long.  I  now  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  thd 
bill. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  r«ad  th«  bill. 

The  first  amendment  repotted  by  the  Com^ 
mittee  on  Appropriations  wM  On  pt^  4,  line 
^ig^ty,  to  reduce  the  sippropriation  for  vac- 
cine matter  and  vaccirfation  of  Indians  from* 
$6,000  to  $8,000. 

Mr.  HABLAN.  I  hope  the  chairniiLnof 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  will  not 
insist  on  that  amendment.  After  consulting 
with  the  Depanment  on  the  Subject,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  thoa|fht  the  original 
sum  was  not  any  too  great.  * 

Mr.  COLE.  I  noticed  thiit  one  of  the 
amendments  proposed  by  tho  Cbmmittee  on 
Indian  Affairs  was  to  restore  this  amount  as  it 
stood  in  the  b?ll  originally.  I  think  the  amount 
proposed  by  the  Committed  on  Appropriations, 
$8,000f  is  certainly  sufllcient  for  the  purpose 
tor  which  it  is  asked. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  This  is  for  medical  pur- 
poses— for  vaocination'  among  Indian  tribes 
who-  have  no  means  to  prevent  this  terrific 
scourge  except  through  the  agency  of  the  Qov- 
emment,  and  the  Department  think  they  will 
need  $5,000  for  that  pttrpose  during  the  pres- 
ent fiscal  year,  and  they  ate  probably  better 
qualified  to  judge  of  that  matter  than  either 
of  these  committees.  At  all  events,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  thought  it  ought  not 
to  be  reduced. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Fkue'T, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  dhair.)  The  question  is  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priaiions. 

The- amendment  was  agreed  tfi> — ftyeir  nine- 
teen, noes  not  counted. 

The  next  amendment  of  tfa6  Commlttei^  oti 
Appropriations  was  on  page  5,  in  the  appro- 
prialidns  for  th^  iVpctches,  KioWas,  and  Co- 
manches,  after  line  one  hundred  and  seveti  to 
strike  Out  the  following  (ilauses : 

For  pay  of  second  blacksmith,  iron,  and'fleQl.  as 
provided  by  eighth  article  of  samb  treaty,  flOW. 

For  first  of  three  iastallmeats,  for  Rorehase  of 
seed  and  acricultaral  implemepts  for  suoh  IndiaQS 
as  shall  oontinae  to  farm,  (say  one  hundred  souls,) 
IS^fiOO. 

The  amenddient  wmi  agreed  to. 


Th^  n6xt  fitmendment  was  on  page  6,  line 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three,  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  Arickarees,  Gros  Ventres,  and 
Mandans,  to  strike  ot)t  the  words  *'  insurance 
and." 

The*  ai^fiendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.  '  I  suggest  inasmuch  as  these 
words  are  stricjken  out  all  through  the  bill  that 
the  Clerk  need  not  notice  them,  but  consider 
them  as  stricken  out  in  each  case. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

lir.  POMEROY.  Almost  every  year  I  have 
tried  to  get  *  insurance  "  for  the  transportation 
of  Indian  goods  out  of  the  Indian  appropria- 
tion bill,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  notice  that  the 
committee  now  propose  to  strike  it  out.  Last 
year  the  committee  stuck  to  it  with  great 
tenacity. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair, 
then,  will  consider  that  the  Senate  agree  to 
the  striking  out  of  those  words  wherever  they 
occur  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  desire  to  state,  so  that 
there  may  be  no  misapprehension,  that  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  propose  an 
amendment  as  a  substitute  at  the  close  of  the 
bill  for  all  these  amendments  that  are  now 
being  adopted. 

Mr.  COLE.  At  this  point  I  may  state  that 
on  inquiry  at  the  Indian  department  the  com* 
mittee  were  furnished  with  a  statement  to  the 
effec^  that  the  expenses  of  the  Government  in 
obtaining  inaurance  were  much  greater  during 
a  period  of  years,  perhaps  half  a  dozen  years, 
than  the  amount  realized  by  the  Government 
from  insurance,  and  as  a  matter  of  economy, 
therefore,  it  was  regarded  aS  advisable  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  to  be  its  own  insurer 
m  regard  to  the  transportation  of  Indian  goods. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  do  not  resist  these  amend- 
ments, but  I  wish  to  give  notice  that  we  shall 
offer  a  substitute  at  the  end  of  the  bill  for  them. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  A  single  proviso  that  in 
case  any  goods  are  destroyed  or  lost,  the  De- 

Sartment  may  have  the  nieans  to  supply  tkat 
eficiency,  is  all  that  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
re9aires.  We  do  not  need  to  make  an  spprO" 
pnation  for  insurance  every  year,  but  we  shotild 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  Department  money 
enough  in  case  any  bili  of  goods  is  lost  for  the 
Department  at  once  to  supply  it.  In  that  way 
the  Indian  service  will  not  bis  interfered  with 
and  there  will  be  a  great  amount  of  insurance 
saved. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Secre- 
tary will  proceed  with  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  8^  afle^ 
line  one  hundred  and  seventy- three,  in  the 
appropriations  for  the  Cheyenne^  and  Arapa- 
hoes,  to  strike  out  the  following  clause: 

For  first  of  three  installments,  for  the  purchase  of 
seed  and  airriealtural  implements  for  such  persons 
as  shall  continne  to  farm,  (say  one  hundred  soals.) 
$2,500. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  suppose  there  is  some 
reason  for  that,  but  I  do  not  know  what  it  is. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  There  is  no  objection  made 
to  that  amendment  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiisirs. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  strikes  me  that  if  we 
are  going  to  encourage  agriculture  among  the 
Indians,  we  had  better  not  strike  out  the  appro- 
priations for  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  8,  after 
line  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  to  strike' 
out  the  following  clause : 

^or  pay  of  second  blacksmith,  and  for  iron  and 
steel,  12.000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Is  it  in  order  to'  mOVe  an 
amendment  at  this  point? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Kot  until 
the  amendments  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations have  been  considered. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suggest  to  the  Seuate  that  it' 
would  be  well  to  have  the  amendments  of  the 


Committee  on  Appropriation^  first  acted  udod, 
and  then  to  act  on  those  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  and  then  on  other 
amendments  after  that. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  have  no  6bJection  to  that 
course. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  t>age  18,  line 
four  hundred  and  eighteen,  to  reauce  the  ap- 
propriation ''for  transportation  of  annuity 
ffoods  and  provisions,  an<i  iron  and  steel  for 
blacksmiths,*  for  the  Ohippewas  of  Red  Lake 
and  Pembina  tribe,'^  from  $3»000  to  $2,000. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  that  this  amend 
ment  ou^ht  not  to  be  concurred  in,  The  ap- 
]>ropriation  for  this  purpose  heretofore,  I  learn 
trom  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  hu 
been  about  seven  thousand  dollars,  but  on 
account  of  the  advance  of  railroads  toward 
the  location  of  these  Indians  the  Departmem 
think  they  can  get  along  with  $3,000,  and  hare 
recommended  $8,000.  For  what  reaaoa  the 
Committee  on  Appropriatipns  propose  to  re- 
duce it  to  $2,000 1  do  not  know ;  bat  I  think 
$8,0OO  is  f^  jow  aa  it  can  be  done  for. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Senator  haa  given  the 
very  reason  which  operated  upon  tli6  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  in  making  this  amend- 
ment, and  that  is,  ^hat  the  constractioD  of  rail- 
roads to  the  vicinity  of  these  Indiana  made  the 
facilities  for  taking  supplies  there  so  mock 
greater  that  a  smaller  sum  would  contpensste 
lor  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That,  however,  I  h«veob 
served,  was  taken  into  accoani  by  Uke  Depsrt* 
ment  when  they  made  their  eatimate  for  the 
appropriation. 

Mr.  COLE.  Where  are  these  Indians 
located?  How  far  from  any  railrolid  line? 
Is  there  information  on  that  point? 

Mr.  WIN  DOM.  The  reservntion  is  aboot 
fifteen  or  twenty  mil^  from  the  railroad  line. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  This  includes  the  trans 
portation  from  the  ^oint  of  purchase,  which  in 
some  cases  will  be  m  New  x  orft^  6Tty. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  judgment  of  my  coUeagoe 
on  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  [Mr. 
Windom]  is  good  on  that  point,  and  I  should 
like. to  have  his  judgment  npom  it. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  believe  the  aiaetadmect 
was  made  on  my  suggestion  hi  the  Committer 
on  Appropriations.  I  was  not  aware  that  very 
large  appropriations  badbeisn  made  heretofore 
for  this  purpose,  bat  it  ooeorred  to  me  that 
if  $8,000  had  been  enough  herttotbre,  eertainl? 
$2,000  now,  with  a  railroad  fifteen  miles  from 
them,  would  be  sufficient.  1  may  hare  erred 
in  that  judgment,  but  I  am  siilt  incUned  to 
think  that  It  ought  to  be  sufficient. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  <}oe» 
tion  is  OB  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  18,  line 
four  hundred  and  twenty- seven,  in   the   ap- 
propriations for  the  Choctaws,  to  reduce  the 
appropriation  for  permanent  annuity  for  sti{> 
portof  ltght*horsemen  froni  $600  to  $500. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     In  that  case  the  treaty 
says  $000.     I  do  not  know  whether  the  Com 
mittee  on  Appropriations  desire  to  directly 
violate  it  or  not. 

Mr.  COLE.  Has  the  Senator  the  treaty  by 
him?  I  think  that  was  in&pected  by  the  Com 
mittee  on  Appropriations.  I  do  not  remember 
so  distinctly  as  the  Senator  from  I6wa,  but  the 
Senate  will  notice  what  the  appropriation  U 
for:  "for  permanent  annuity  for  aupport  of 
light-horsemen,  per  tBirteenth- artieler  of  treaty 
of  October  18,  l€f20,''  kc.  The  Stoator  may 
be  correct,  if  he  h&^  th€  tr^ty  before  him 
he  can  easily  prove  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  haVd  not  the  treaty  before 
nie,  but  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affair^ 
who  Is  ill  thd  Cbateb^r,  telh  ihe  that  the  treaty 
si^ecificaliy  prov^de^  for  the  suni  of  $600: 

Ihe  amendment  was  r^ectcd. 

'l^he  licxt  amendment  was  onsaJie  23,  Hoe 
five  hundred  and  forty-one,  in  the  agpropria- 
tioDs  for  the  Crows,  to  strike  out  the  words 
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**  say  one  thousand  souls  "  after  **  roamiog ;'' 
so  that  the  clause  will  read : 

For  fourth  of  ten  installments,  to  be  used  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  in  the  pnrchase  of  such 
articietf  as,  from  time  to  time,  the  condition  and  ne- 
cessities may  indicate  to  be  proper,  the  sum  of  ten 
dollars  for  each  Indian  roaming,  as  per  same  article, 
a  sum  not  exceeding  15.000. 

The  amend  meut  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  from 
lines  five  hundred  and  forty-eight  to  five  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one,  as  follows : 

For  second  of  three  installments,  for  tbepurehase 
of  seeds  and  implements  for  such  Indians  as  shall 
continue  to  farm,  (say  fifty  souls,)  $1,2SD. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out,  in 
line  five  haodred  and  fifty-eight,  the  words 
''say  one  thousand  souls.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OEFICER.  The  Chair 
will  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from 
Caiifornia  to  an  omission  in  line  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two,  where  the  word  '* treaty'' 
is  left  out. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  correction  should  be 
made. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  wUl  be 
made. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suggest  that  throoghoot  the 
bill,  after  a  treaty  is  m'entioned  once,  the  refer- 
ences afterward  should  be  to  "said  treaty  ;" 
so  as  not  to  repeat  the  date  of  the  treaty.  I 
have  called  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  of  the 
House  to  that  fact,  and  I  think  that  will  be 
the  course  pursued  hereafter.  It  will  abbre- 
viate the  laws,  and  save  a  little  on  printing. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  in  line  &ve  hundred  and 
seventy-two,  in  the  clause  **for  insurance  and 
transportation  of  goods,"  to  strike  out  "in- 
surance," and  strike  out  "eight,'*  and  insert 
**  seven ;"  so  as  to  read:  "  for  transportation 
of  goods,  $7,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  eight  hun- 
dred and  nine,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  insur- 
ance and,"  and  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion for  transportation  for  the  Navi^oes  from 
$15,000  to  $10,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  lines 
eight  hundred  and  eighty  nine,  eight  hundred 
and  ninety,  and  eight  hundred  and  ninetj-one, 
in  the  appropriation  for  the  northern  Chey- 
ennes  and  Arapahoes,  in  the  following  words: 

For  pay  of  physician,  teacher,  carpenter,  miller, 
farmer,  blacksmith,  and  engineer,  $7,700. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  eight  hun- 
dred and  ninety- two,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"insurance  and,"  and  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation for  transportation  of  goods  for  the 
northern  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  from 
$6,000  to  $6,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  from 
the  appropriations  for  the'  Shoshones  the  fol- 
lowing clause  from  line  twelve  hundred  and 
six  to  line  twelve  hundred  and  nine : 

For  second  of  three  installments,  for  the  pur- 
ehaae  of  seeds  and  implements  to  the  beads  of  fam- 
ilies or  lodges  who  shall  continue  to  farm,  (say  one 
handred  families,)  $2,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  from  the 
appropriations  for  the  Bannocks  from  tine 
twelve  hundred  and  forty-six  to  twelve  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine,  inclusive,  in  the  following 
words: 

For  first  of  three  installments,  for  purchase  of 
feeds  and  implements  for  -the  beads  of  families  or 
lodges  who  shall  continue  to  farm,  (say  one  hundred 
ioals.)r2,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  the  appropria- 
tions "  for  the  Sioux  of  different  tribes,  includ- 
ing Santee  Sioux  in  the  State  of  Nebraska," 
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to  strike  out  lines  twelve  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  twelve  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and 
twelve  hundred  and  eighty,  as  follows: 

For  second  of  three  installments,  for  purchase  of 
seeds  and  implements  to  be  famished  heads  of  fam- 
ilies or  lodges,  (say  $600,)  $15,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  Hoe  thirteen 
hundred  and  nine,  to  reduce  the  appropriation 
for  transportation,  and  the  necessary  expenses 
of  delivering  good  to  be  purchased  for  the  dif- 
ferent bands  of  the  Sioux  Indians,  under  treaty 
of  April  29,  1668,  from  $150,000  to  $125,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  the  appro{>ria- 
tions  for  the  S'Klallams,  to  strike  out  lines 
thirteen  hundred  and  seventy-six,  thirteen 
hundred  and  seventy-seven,  and  thirteen  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight,  as  follows : 

For  the  purchase  of  iron,  steel,  and  tools  neoes- 
sary  for  blacksmith's  shop,  as  per  tenth  article  of 
■aid  treaty,  $220 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  thirteen 
hundred  and  seventy- nine,  to  strike  out  after 
the  word  "blacksmith,"  the  words  "and  as- 
sistant j"  and  to  strike  out  "  same,"  after  "  as 
per,"  and  insert  "  tenth ;"  and  strike  out 
^'$1,100"  and  insert  "$720;"  so  that  the 
clause  will  read : 

For  pay  of  blacksmith,  as  per  tenth  article  of  same 
treaty,  $720.  • 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

^  The  next  amendment  was* in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  Yakama  nation,  line  fifteen  Hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  to  strike  out  **  $1,4(X) " 
and  insert  $1,200 ;"  so  as  to  read : 

For  thirteenth  of  twenty  installments,  for  the  pav 
of  a  physieiaa,  per  fifth  articie  treaty  of  June  9, 
1856.  $1,200. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  64,  line 
fifteen  hundred  and  fifty,  under  the  heflkd  of 
"general  incidental  expenses  of  the  Indian 
service,"  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  the 
survey  of  Indian  reserves,  under  treaty  stipu- 
lations, from  $55,000  to  $30,000. 

A  division  was  called  for  on  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  reserve  the  vote  on  that 
until  the  Senate  is  fuller. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  'If  there  be 
no  objection  it  will  be  reserved.  With  the 
consent  of  those  opposed  to  the  striking  out, 
this  amendment  will  be  reserved  for  the 
present. 

The  Chief  Clerk  continued  the  reading  of 
the  bill. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  in  line  fifteen  hundred  and 
sixty-five,  to  reduce  from  $75,000  to  $70,000 
the  appropriation  for  general  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  service  in  the  Territory 
of  Arizona. 

Mr.  HARLANf.  I  would  observe  to  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
that  this  is  an  increase  over  the  appropriatiou 
of  last  year,  I  understand,  recommended  by 
the  Department  on  account  of  their  desire  to 
establisn  a  school  among  these  Indians.  It  is 
only  necessary  on  that  account ;  and  I  there- 
fore hope  the  Senator  will  not  insist  on  striking 
out  $5,000  of  the  appropriation. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  lines  sixteen 
hundred  and  two  and  sixteen  hundred  and 
three  on  page  66,  to  reduce  from  $25,000  to 
$15,000  the  appropriation  for  the  general  inci- 
dental expenses  ot  the  Indian  service  in  Mon- 
tana Territory. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  Department  have  rec- 
ommended the  restoration  of  the  sum  named 
by  the  House  of  Representatives.  It  is  thought 
they  cannot  very  .well  get  on  with  $15,000.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  amount  fixed  by  the  House 
will  not  be  reduced.  A  very  large  portion  of 
the  Indians  of  the  upper  Missouri  are  in  that 
Territory. 


Mr.  COLE.  I  would  not  resist  the  applica-. 
tion  to  have  that  bill  stand  as  it  came  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  but  for  the  fact 
that  in  this  bill  for  the  Indians  in  Montana 
very  large  appropriations  have  been  made,  in 
one  case  I  see  an  item  of  $1,300,000. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  oh  Appropriations  was  called  to 
that  fact,  and  they  proposed  this  reduction  on 
account  of  the  neeaed  appropriation,  being  in 
some  other  form,  I  shall  not  insist  on  oppos- 
iuff  the  amendment  very  strenuously. 

Mr.  COLE.  There  are  so  many  specific  ap- 
propriations that  we  thought  the  item  of  gen- 
eral incidental  expenses  might  very  properly 
be  reduced,  the  total  amount  being  very  large. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    Very  well. 

The  ameudment  was  i^reed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  paee  C8, 
line  sixteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  under  the 
head  of  "Wyoming  Territory,"  to  strike  out 
"$15,000"  and  insert  "$7,500,"  as  the  ap- 
propriation "to  carry  out  the  action  contem- 
plated by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  May 
5,  1864,  entitled  *An  act  to  vacate  and  sell  the 
present  Indian  reservation,  in  Utah  Territory, 
and  to  settle  said  Indians  in  Uintah  valley.'  " 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  great  doubt  whether 
the  service  can  be  performed  for  the  amount 
suggested  by  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. 

Mr.  COLE.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I 
would  be  willing,  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
Department,  to  make  the  amount  $10,000. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    Very  well. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  see  that  this  kind  of  appro- 
priation has  been  continued  for  year  after  year 
for  the  settlement  of  the  Uintah  valley,  and  it 
seemed  to  the  committee  that  it  was  pretty 
nearly  time  these  Indians  were  settled  there. 
This  appropriation  for  that  specific  purpose 
has  continued  from  year  to  year  during  sev- 
eral years. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  will  acquiesce  in  that 
modification,  making  the  amount  $10,000. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  moved 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  making  the 
amount  $10,000. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  in  lines  seventeen  hun- 
drea  and  seven  and  seventeen  hundred  and 
eight,  to  strike  out,  after  the  word  "funds,  " 
the  words  "heretofore  and  to  be  hereafter 
incurred ;"  so  as  to  make  the  clause  read :     _ 

For  contingent  expenses  of  trust  funds.  $3,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  (he  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  to  strike  out  the  words  from 
lineseventecn  hundred  and  twelve  to  seventeen 
hundred  and  twenty-one,  inclusive,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert : 

Shall  report  thereon  in  detail  at  the  next  session 
of  Congress,  showing  the  progress  of  tnoh  tribes  re- 
spectively toward  civilisation,  with  recouiuienda- 
tions  for  such  aid  by  furnishing  animals  and  utensils 
for  grating  and  farming  as  may  appear  nteful. 

So  as  to  make  the  clause  read : 

ItshallbethedutyoftheSeeretary  of  the  Interior 
to  make  careful  inquiry  into  the  oondition  in  point 
of  civilisation  of  the  several  tribes  mentioned  in  this 
act.  and  shall  report  thereon  in  detail  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress,  showing  the  progress  of  such 
tribes  respectively  toward  oivilisation,  with  reeom> 
meodations  for  such  aid  by  furnishing  animals  and 
utensils  for  grasing  and  farming  as  may  appear 
useful. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  propose  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  that 
clause  and  insert  a  substitute.  I  merely  men- 
tion that  now  that  I  may  not  be  barred. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  this  amendmeutof  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Secretary  resumed  and  concluded  the 
reading  of  the  bill. 
Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
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.  priations  are  through  witli  their  amendments, 
I  will  propose  some  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affair.s. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  was 
one  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations passed  over.  Is  it  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate  to  act  upon  it  now? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  Senator  can  renew 
that  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  was  to  be  renewed  in  the 
Senate,  as  I  understood. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  amendment  was  re- 
jected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  that  the  amendment  alluded  will 
be  regarded  as  rejected. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia can  ask  for  a  separate  vote  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  was  the  amendment  in 
reference  to  surveying. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  ask  that  that  be  reserved. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  re- 
serves the  right  of  renewing  it  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  what 
amendments  may  be  rendered  necessary  by 
others  adopted  on  the  motion  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  Quite  a 
number  of  amendments  to  be  proposed  by  him 
have  been  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations, and  have  received,  some  of  them, 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations. I  suppose  all  of  them  have.  It  may 
be  that  if  those  amendments,  or  some  of  them, 
are  adopted,  other  amendmeclts  on  the  part  of 
the  committee  may  be  rendered  necessary.  If 
there  are  any  other  amendments,  however,  I 
will  state,  proposed  by  the  Cooimittef^  on  Ap- 
propriations, they  will  in  all  probability  be  in 
the  line  of  economy  for  the  reduction  of  some 
of  the  larger  sums  that  have  been  provided 
for  in  this  bill  as  passed  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. I  will  not  offer  any  aoiendments 
at  this  time,  but  give  notice  that  I  reserve  the 
right  to  move  amendments  before  the  bill  is 
finallv  reported  to  the  Senate  if  they  are  ren- 
dered necessary  by  amendments  proposed  by 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  offer  an  amendment  to 
come  in  on  line 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  it  would  suit  the  con- 
venience of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  just  as 
well,  I  would  observe  that  it  has  been  custom- 
ary heretofore,  after  the  amendments  proposed 
by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  have 
been  disposed  of,  to  permit  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  to  offer  the  amendments  they 
have  agreed  to  recommend. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Well,  sir,  I  am  perfectly  will- 
ing to  yield  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from- Iowa.  I  withdraw  my  amendment  for 
the  time. 

Mr.  HARIiAN.  Now  I  propose  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
in  the  order  in  which  they  stand  in  the  printed 
amendments.  I  believe  the  Secretary  has  a 
copy.  The  6r8t  one  proposes  to  strike  out 
all  of  the  bill  from  line  fourteen  to  fifty- 
nine,  inclusive,  and  to  iusert  the  printed  mat- 
ter, i  believe  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  has  no  objection  to 
this  amendment.  I  might  observe  here  that 
this  merely  simplifies  the  recitation  of  the 
agents  engaged  in  the  Indian  service,  indi- 
cating the  Indian  tribe  where  they  are  serving 
by  the  name  of  the  tribe  and  the  name  of  the 
agency. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
roent  will  be  reported. 

The  Chief  Olkrk.  The  amendment  pro- 
poses to  strike  out  from  line  fourteen  to  line 
fifty-nine,  inclusive,  of  the  bill,  and  in  lieu  of 
the  words  thus  stricken  out  to  insert: 

For  pay  of  sixty-eight  agents  of  Indian  affairs, 
namely: 

Five  for  the  tribes  in  Oregon,  namely,  Warm 
Sprtogs,  Klamath,  Qrand  Ronde,  Silets,  and  Uma- 
tilla agencies; 

Three  for  the  tribes  in   Washington  Territory. 


namely.    Neah  Bay.  Yakama.  and    S'Kokomish 
agnncics: 

Three  ror  the  tribes  in  California,  namely,  Hoopa 
Valley,  Round  Valley,  and  Tale  River  agencies; 

Two  for  the  tribes  io  Nevada,  namely,  Pi-Utoand 
Walker  River,  and  Pyramid  Lake  agencies ; 

Two  for  the  tribes  in  Idaho,  namely,  Nex  Perce 
and  Fort  llall  agencies: 

Four  for  the  tribes  in  Montana,  namely,  Flat 
Heads,  Blackfoet,  Crow,  and  Milk  River  agencies; 

Nine  for  the  tribes  in  Dakota,  namely.  Whetstone, 
Yankton.  Ponca.  Upper  Missouri,  Grand  River, 
Cheyenne  River,  Fort  Berthold,  Sisseton,  and  Devil's 
Lake  agencies: 

Two  for  the  tribes  in  Wyoming,  namely.  Red 
Cloud,  Shoshone,  and  B:innock  agencies: 

One  for  the  tribes  in  Utah,  namely,  Uintah  Val- 
ley agency ; 

Six  for  the  tribes  in  New  Mexico,  namely,  Albi- 
quin,  Navajo.  Cimmaron,  Mescal ero  Apache. South- 
ern Apache,  and  Pueblo  agencies; 

Two  for  the  tribes  in  Colorado,  namely,  Los  Pinos 
and  White  River  agencies ; 

Six  for  the  tribes  in  Nebraska,  namely.  Great 
Nemahu,  Omaha,  Winnebago,  Pawnee,  Otoe,  and 
Santee  agencies : 

Three  for  the  tribes  in  Kansas,  namely,  Pottawat- 
omie, Kaw  or  Kansas,  and  Kickapoo  agencies; 

Ten  for  the  tribes  in  the  Indian  Territory,  namely. 
Sac  and  Fox,  Quapaw,  Neosho,  Kiowa  and  Co- 
manche, Upper  Arkansas,  Wichita,  Cherokee,  Creek, 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw,  and  Seminole  agenoieit: 

One  for  the  tribes  in  Minnesota,  namely*  Chip- 
pe<ra  agency; 

One  for  the  tribes  in  Iowa,  namely,  Sac  and  Fox 
of  Iowa  agency: 

Two  for  the  tribes  in  Wisconsin,  namely.  Green 
Bay  and  La  Pointe  agencies; 

One  for  the  tribes  in  Michigan,  namely.  Maokinao 
agency ; 

One  for  the  New  York  Indians,  namely.  New 
York  agency ; 

•Four  for  the  tribes  in  Arisona,  namely,  Papago, 
Colorado  River,  Pima  and  Maricopa,  and  Moqais 
Pueblo  agencies,  $102,000:  Provided,  Thut  it  shall 
be  tb^  duty  of  the  Tresident  to  dispense  with  the 
services  of  such  Indian  agents  and  superintendents 
herein  mentioned  as  may  be  practicable;  and  where 
it  is  practicable  he  shall  require  the  same  person  to 
perform  the  duties  of  two  agencies  or  superintend- 
eocies  for  one  salary. 

For  pay  of  special  agent  for  the  Goship  Western 
and  Northwestern  bands  of  Shoshones.  in  western 
Utah  and  eastern  Nevada,  $1,500. 

For  three  sub-agents,  one  for  the  tribes  in  Oregon, 
namely,  Alsea  sub-agency;  and  two  for  the  tribes 
in  Washington  Territory,  namely.  Talaiip  and  Qui- 
naielt  sub-agencies,  $3,000. 

Mr.  COLB.  I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  if  this  increases 
the  amount  of  the  expense  or  increases  the 
actual  number  of  the  o&cers. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  it  does  not  in- 
crease the  number  of  the  officers  at  all.  It 
changes  the  character  of  three  or  four  of  them. 
Where  subiagents  or  special  agents  are  now 
in  service  they  are  put  in  the  regular  list  of 
agencies.  I  think  the  aggregate  amount  of 
appropriation  may  be  slightly  increased,  pos- 
sibly, but  the  increase  is  very  trivial.  I  ought 
to  say,  perhaps,  that  this  list  was  made  out 
in  this  torm,  by  request  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  at  the  Department}  in  order  to 
simplify  the- statements  of  the  agents  and  to 
enable  us  to  understand  where  their  service  is. 

Mr.  COLB.  I  approve  fully  of  the  general 
object  of  the  amendment,  which  is  to  make 
the  appropriations  more  speciGc,  naming  the 
tribes  and  reservations  where  the  service  is  to 
be  rendered  and  the  State  or  Territory  in 
which  the  service  is  to  be  rendered.  It  is 
certainly  a  very  commendable  object. 

Mr.  HA'RLAN.  I  am  informed  now  that 
the  number  of  agents  is  one  less  and  the  num- 
ber of  sub-agents  two  less,  but  the  character 
of  some  two  or  three  of  the  agencies  has  been 
changed. 

Mr.  COLB.  From  the  hasty  examination  I 
made  of  it  I  came  to  the  conclusion  thut  it 
did  not  increase  the  cost  of  the  service  nor  the 
number  of  agents  necessary. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  amount,  I  understand, 
is  slightly  less.  I  was  mistaken  before  in  that 
respect. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  There  is  one  amendment 
recommended  by  the  Department,  not  in  the 
printed  amendments,  to  come  in  on  page  63,  in 
the  caption  at  the  close  of  line  twelve  hundred 
and  seventy-seven,  inserting  ''and  Poncas  on 
the  Great  Sioux  reservation. ' '  They  are  living 
on  that  reservation  and  are  not  sufficiently 
provided  for.     This  does  not  increase  the  ap- 


propriation at  all,  but  will  enable  the  Depart 
ment  to  apply  to  them  some  portion  of  tba: 
appropriation  if  they  find  it  necessary. 
'  Mr.  COLB.     I  have  no  objection  to  that 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Another  verbal  amecd- 
ment  should  be  submitted  on  page  58,  in  line 
fourteen  hundred  and  twelve,  after  the  word 
'*  Interior''  to  insert  '*  with  the  approval  of  ihe 
President. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  next  amendment  will 
be  found  on  the  printed  list  of  the  amendmenu. 
page  4,  after  line  fifteen  hundred  and  Gfiy,  to 
insert  the  following: 

For  the  surveys  of  exterior  boundaries  of  lodiaa 
reservations,  and  subdividing  portions  of  the  aame, 
$300,000. 

Mr.  COLB.  I  should  like  sonae  statemeiii 
or  explanation  of  the  necessity  for  that  I  sm 
certainly  very  much  opposed  to  it,  and  am 
ready  to  state  some  reasons  why  I  am  oppo««<i 
to  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  This  is  recommended  bj 
the  DepartmenL  I  have  a  long  report  here 
made  out  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
indicating  the  particular  places  where  the  fQr- 
vevs  are  desired.  A  large  part  of  this  mone? 
will,  doubtless,  be  applied  in  the  subdivisioc 
of  Indian  reservations  south  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  POMBRO  Y.  Is  this  for  surreying?  U 
it  to  pay  for  what  has  alieady  been  done  there 
this  year? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  No ;  for  new  surveys  in 
the  Indian  territory.  A  larj^e  portion  of  it, 
I  have  no  doubt,  will  be  applied  in  the  lodisB 
territory  for  the  subdivision  of  l&nda. 

Mr.  POMBRO Y.  There  has  been  a  Isr^ 
amount  of  surveying  done  there.  I  do  nc: 
know  but  that  it  was  appropriated  for  Ust 
year ;  perhaps  it  was. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia  desires  to  have  it  read  I  will  send  to  the 
Secretary's  desk  the  report  of  the  Depirt- 
ment. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

A  detailed  tdatemefU  q/"  all  the  swroeM  <^  India* 
reterve*  thtUyel  remain  to  be  executed^  oceoMpaajr- 
ing  report  to  ^seretary,  February  17,  1S72. 

For  th  e  survey  of  reservations  in  the  State  of  Ore^ron. 
set  apart  respectively  under  treaty  of  Jaoe  9, 1^V', 
June  25, 1855,  Jsjnoary  22. 1855,  Au«iut  11.  lSor>.  at  ■: 
October  14, 1864 , „ ^^  ^lu,C*" 

For  the  survey  of  reservatioos  in  Artsoaa 
Territory,  set  apart  under  acts  of  Convress 
1859  and  1865,  and  by  executive  aathority...    10,' •• 

For  the  subdivision  of  the  Trnckee  River  or 
Pyramid  Lake,  and  the  Walker  River  res«r> 
vations  io  Nevada,  established  by  aatlior- 
ity  of  the  Department IO.0QG 

For  the  survey  of  the  Uintah  Valley  reserva- 
tion in  Utah  Territory,  established  by  act 
of  Congress.  May  5,  1854,  (Sututcs,  vol. 
13.  pace.  63.)_ a).(W 

For  the  survey  of  the  reservation  for  tho 
Sisseton,  Wahpeton,  and  Cuthead  bands  of 
Sioux  Indians,  at  Devil's  lake,  in  Dakota 
Territory,  set  apart  under  treaty  of  Febru- 
ary 19,  lw7,  (Statutes-at-Large.  vol.  15. 

^pa«e.605.) , _..     9.006 

For  tho  survey  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
reservation  for  Arickaroe.  Gros  Ventre,  and 
Mandan  Indians,  in  Dakota  Territory,  s^t 
apart  by  exeontive  order,  dated  April  IX 
1870 ., 10.</0 

For  the  survey  of  the  exterior  lines  of  the 
reservation  and  subdividinv  part  of  same 
set  apart  for  the  Br u Ids,  Ogallalah,  Minoe- 
conjoux.  Yanotooual,  Oocpapa,  Blackfeet. 
Cuthead,  Two  Kettle,  Sans  Arc.  and  Santee 
bands  of  Sioux  in  Dakota,  under  treaty 
of  April  29, 1868,  (8tatntes-at-Lar«e  vol.  15. 
page  635) ^   50,e* 

For  the  survey  of  the  Cceur  d'Aleae  reserva- 
tion in  Idaho  Territory,  set  apart  by  execu- 
tive order,  dated  June  14. 1867 lO^OOU 

For  the  survey  of  the  reservation  for  the 
Pend  d'Oreille.  Flathead,  and  Koontenay 
Indians  in  Montana  Territory,  set  apart 
under  treaty  of  July  16. 1855,  (Statates-at- 
Large,  vol.  12,  page  975) lO.f.w 

Forthosurvey  and  subdivision  of  the  Mount- 
ain Crow  Indian  reservation  in  Montana 
Territory,  set  apart  under  treaty  of  Hay 
7, 18t>8,  (8tatutod-at- Large,  vol,  15.  pa«e64i»;   2e.i«X 

For  the  survey  of  the  reservation  of  the  East- 
ern bands  of  Shoshonsis  and  Bannocks  in 
Wyoming  Territory,  set  apart  under  treaty 
of  Julys,  1868,  (Statutes-at-Large.  vol.  1& 
page  673) ^ ^..   ac.'-^ 

Amount  carried  forward ^ |179.*V 
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Amount  bronght  forward $179,000 

250  squaro  mil6a--li'or  survey  and  subdivision 
tn  eighty-aore  lots  of  the  reservation  for  the 
Otoes  and  Mi.HSonriaa  in  Nebraska,  set 
apart  under  treaty  of  December  9,  1B54, 
(btatute^t-at-Large.  voL  11,  page  605.)  and 
treaty  of  March  15. 1851.  (Statutes-at-Large, 
vol.  10,  pagelOoS)—7U  miles  exterior  bound- 
ary lines.  $10  per  mile.  $700:  84  miles 
standard  and  township   lines.   $10  and  $7 

f»er  mile,  )h-58S.  $150;  1176  miles  subdivision 
ines,  $6  per  mile,  $7,0j6^=$8.494,  and  for  in- 
cidental expenses « 9,500 

50  square  miles— For  the  survey  and  legal 
subdivision  of  the  Groat  Nemaha  reserva- 
tion in  Nebraska,  under  treaty  of  March  6. 
1861,  (Sututee-at-Large,  vol.  12,  page  1171,) 
24  miles  township  lines.  $7  per  mile,  $168 ; 
120  miles  subdivision  lines,. $6  per  mile, 
$720==$888,  and  for  incidental  expenses 1,000 

450  square  miles— For  the  survey  and  legal 
flubdivision  of  the  Pawnee  Indian  reser- 
vation in  Nebraska  set  apart  under  treaty 
September  24,  1857.  (8tatntes-at-Large. 
vol.  11,  page  72d>*-lo6  miles  township  lines, 
$7  per  mile,  $1,092;  780  miles  subdivision 
lines.  $6  per  mile,  S4,680-$$.772;  and  for 
incidental  expenses 6.000 

6,438  «<|uare  miles — For  the  survey  and  sub- 
division of  that  part  of  the  Cherokee  coun- 
try, Indian  territory,  lying  east  of  the 
ninety-sixth  meridian  west  longitude, 
treaty  July  19,  1866.  (Statutes-at- Large, 
vol.  14,  page  799)— 2,160  miles  standard  and 
town.<«hip  lines.  $12  and  $8  per  mile.  $17,280. 
$5,800:  10,800  miles  subdivision  lines.  $7 
per  mile,  $75,600»$9B.680:  and  for  inoi- 
dental  expenses 90,000 

5.048  s9naro  miles— For  the  survey  and  sub- 
division of  the  Greek  countiy,  Indian  ter- 
ritory, as  established  under  treaty  of  June 
14.1b66.  (Statutes-at-Large.  volume  14.  pa^e 
7^>— 2.040  miles  standard  and  townnhip 
line«.  $12  and  M  per  mile,  $16^20,  $5,000; 
10,200  miles  subdivision  lines,  $7  per  mile, 
$71.400=>$92.720;  and  for  inoidental  ex- 
pettaes 93,000 

85  square  miles— For  the  subdiviition  of  the 
Qnapaw  reservation,  Indian  territory,  un- 
der treaty  February  23.  1867.  (Statutes-at- 
Large,  vol.  15.  page  513)— 30  miles  townshijji 
line:*,  $8  per  mile,  $i40;  150  miles  subdi- 
vision lines,  $7  per  mile.$l,050'"$1.290;  and 
for  incidental  expense* >     1*300 

71  square  miles — For  the  subdivision  of  the 
Seneca  reservation,  Indian  territory,  un- 
der treaty  February  23,  1867.  (Statutea-at- 
l.arge,  vol.  15,  page  513)— 24  miles  townshijp 
lines.  $8  per  mile,  $192;  120  miles  subdi- 
vision lines,  $7  per  mile,  $840'»$1,032 ;  and 
for  incidental  expenses 1,100 

80  square  miles— For  the  subdivision  of  the 
rcMrvation  for  the  confederated  tribes  of 
Peoria^.  Kaskaskias,  Piankeehawa,  and 
l?ca8.  Indian  territory,  set  apart  under 
treaty  of  February  23.  1867,  (Slatutes-at- 
large.  vol.  15,  page  513)— 27  miles  township 
lines,  $8  per  mile,  $216;  135  milen  subdi- 
vision lines.  $7  per  mile.  $946*«$1, 161;  and 
for  incidental  expenses 1.200 

2Aiiquare  miles— For  the  subdivision  of  the 
Ottawa  Indian  reservation,  Indian  terri- 
tory, under  treaty  of  February  23, 1867. 
(Statutes-at-Large,  vol.  15,  pa^re  513)— 12 
miles  township  lines,  $8  per  mile,  $96 :  60 
miles  subdivision  lines,  $7  per  mile,  $420^ 
$516 :  and  tor  incidentai  expenses 600 

27  i*quare  miles— For  the  subdivision  of  the 
Shawnee  Indian  reservation.  Indian  ter- 
ritory, treaty  February  23, 1867.  (Statutes- 
at- Larye.  vol.  15.  page  5l3)--same  as  above,        600 

30  Rqnare  mileA— For  the  subdivision  of  the 
Wyandott  Indian  reservation.  Indian 
Urritory.  treaty  February  23,  1867,  (SUt- 
uted-at-Large.  vol.  15,  page  513)— same  as 
above - 600 

756  square  miles— For  the  survey  and  subdi- 
viinon  of  the  reservation  for  the  Sao  and 
Fox  of  the  Mississippi  Indians,  Indian 
territory,  under  treaty  of  February  18. 
1867.  (8ututes-at-Large.  vol.  15.  pa^e  495.) 
and  nivently  requested  by  said  Indians  by 
letter  dated  November  24  last,  forwarded 
and  recommended  by  Superintendent 
Hoaff.  letter  dated  12th  instant— oO  miles 
exterior  lines,  $12  per  mile.  $600;  262  miles 
towoabip  lines.  $8  per  mile,  $2.096 ;  1,260 
miles  snbdivision  lines, $7 per  mile, $8,820» 
$11.5U:  and  for  incidental  expenses 12,000 

9(M  square  milesr-For  tbe  survey  and  subdi- 
vision of  the  Pottawatomie  Indian  reser- 
vation. Indian  territory,  treaty  February 
27.  1867.  (Statutes-at-Large.  vol.  15,  page 
o31>— 40  miles  exterior  lines,  $12  per  mile. 
$480;  280  miles  township  and  standard 
lines.$12and$8  per  mile,  $2,240  and  $120; 
1.500  miles  sundivision  lines,  $7  per  mile, 
$10.500=$13.340;  and  for  incidental  ex- 
pensoa 15,000 

313  square  miles — For  the  subdivision  of 
the  reservation  of  the  Seminole  Indians. 
Indian  territory,  set  apart  under  treaty 
March  21. 1866,  (Statutes-at-Large,  vol.  14. 
pace  76d>— 108  miles  township  lines.  $8  per 
mile, $864:  440  mites  subdivision  line^,  $7 
per  mile,  $3.280»$4.144:  and  for  inoidental 
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5,000 


▲Bount  earned  forward $424,900 


Amount  brought  forward $424,900 

10.450  square  miles— For  the  survey  and  sub- 
division of  the  Choctaw  country,  Indian 
torriLory,  treaty  June  22. 1855.  (Statutes- 
at-Lnrge,  vol.  11,  piLge  611)— 3,280  miles 
standard  and  townsnip  linei*.  at  $12  and  $8 
per  mile.  $26,240,  $1,320;  17.400  miles  subdi- 
vision lines,  17  per  mile,  $121,800=:$U0,360, 
and  for  incidental  expenses 150,000 

5,000  square  miles— For  the  snbdivision  of  the 
Red  Lake  Rud  Pembina  Chippewa  reser- 
vation, in  Minnesota,  treaty  Octobpr  2, 1863, 
(Statutes-at-Large.  vol.  13.  page  667)  esti- 
mated for  exterior  boundary-line  submit- 
ted January  22, 1872—1.680  miles  township 
lines,  $12  per  mile.  $20,160:  8.400  miled  sub- 
diviiion  lines,$10  per  mile,$84.000>=$104.160, 
andfor  inoidentitl  expenses 104,000 

875  square  miles— For  the  survey  and  subdi- 
vision Osage  reservatioiK  Indian  territory, 
under  article  sixteen  of  Cherokee  treaty. 
July  19, 1866.  and  order  of  the  Saoretary  or 
the  Interior. March  27, 1871—150  miles  ex- 
terior lines,  $12  per  mile.  $1,800;  300  miles 
township  lines.  $8  per  mile.  $2,400;  1.600 
milessubdivison  lines,  $7  per  mile.  $10,5(X)«> 
$14,700.  and  for  incidental  expenses 15,000 

2,300  square  miles— For  the  survey'  of  the 
White  Earth  and  Leech  Lakereserva  ions, 
for  the  Cbiupewas,  of  Mississippi,  in  Min- 
nesota, under  treaty  of  March  19.  1867, 
(Statutes-at-Large,  vol.  16,  page  719/- 260 
miles  exterior  lines,  $14  per  mile,  $3,640: 
768  miles  township  lines,  at  $12  per  mile. 
$9,216: 3,840  miles  subdivision  lines,  $10  per 
mile,  $S3,400»$51.256,  and  for  incidental 
expenses 53,000 

156  square  miles— For  the  snbdivision  of  the 
Bois  Fort  Chippewa  reservation,  in  Min- 
nesota, under  treaty  of  April  7. 1866.  (Stat- 
utes-at-Large. vol.  14,  page  765)— 54  miles 
township  lines,  $12  per  mile,  $648 ;  270  miles 
subdivision,  lines,  $10  per  mile,  $2,700-» 
$3,348,  and  tor  incidental  expenses 3,500 

81  square  miles— For  the  survey  of  the  Pigeon 
River  reservation,  in  Minnesota,  under 
treaty  of  September  30. 1854.  (Statutes-at- 
Large.  vol.  10,  page  1109)—^  miles  town- 
ship lines.  $12  per  mile,  $3()0;  150  miles  sub- 
division lines.  $10  per  mi'«,  $l.d00s<(l,860. 
and  for  inoidental  expenses l«90O 

ISOsquaremiles— For  the  survey  and  subdi- 
vision of  the  Fond  du  Lao  reservation,  in 
Minnesota,  under  treaty  of  September  30. 
1854,  (Statutes-at-Large.  vol.  10.  page  1109)— 
54  miles  township  lines,  at  $12  per  mile, 
$648;  270  miles  subdivision  lines,  at  $10  per 
mile,  $2^700^13.348.  and  for  inoidental  ex- 
penses      4,000 

For  the  survey  of  reservations  for  Indians 
in  New  Mexico  Territory. 


•«•»••  •••■■•   •••«<••■•■« 


20.000 


Total $775,300 

Mr.  HARLAN.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  Department  do  not  desire  tbe  whole  of 
that  ftinouot  this  coming  year.  The  amount 
that  is  sapposed  to  be  necessary  for  the  coming 
Gscal  year  is  about  three  hundred  thousn^ud 
dollars;  but  it  will  require  ultimately  the  sum 
of  seven  or  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  to 
complete  these  surveys. 

Mr.  COLE.  1  am  certainly  opposed  to  this 
proposed  amendment.  The  bill  contains  a  pro- 
visiun  authorizing  an  appropriation  of  $80,000, 
as  prepared  by  the  Gommiitee  on  Appropria- 
tions, for  surveying  Indian  reservations.  As 
passed  by  the  House,  $65,000  was  proposed  to 
be  appropriated  for  that  service.  The  amount 
asked  for  is  very  large,  and,  in  my  judgment, 
much  more  than  can  be  properly  used  for  any 
such  service.  Why,  sir,  it  is  time  we  gave 
attention  to  the  wishes  of  the  white  people,  of 
the  industrial  classes  of  the  country.  These 
surveys  will  result  in  no  general  good.  They 
will  not,  in  my  judgment,  increase  the  produc- 
tiveness upon  the  reservations.  They  will  not 
add  to  tbe  wealth  of  those  localities,  nor  to 
the  general  wealth  of  the  nation.  There  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  demand  upon  the  land 
department  of  the  Government  to  survey  the 
public  lands  for  homestead  and  preemption 
settlers,  and  Congress  has  been  exceedingly 
reserved  heretofore  in  that  kind  of  appropria- 
tion.  1  do  not  think  that  the  total  amount  of 
appropriations  for  the  survey  of  land  for  the 
white  people  for  a  year  would  exceed  that 
wiiich  IS  asked  for  the  survey  of  these  Indian 
reservations. 

I  have  not  the  law  immediately  before  me, 
but  looking  at  it  some  little  time  ago — I  think 
while  this  bill  was  under  considenitiou  in  the 
committee — I  found  that  a  few  years  ago  an 
appropriation  of  about  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  was  made  for  tbe  survey  of  Indian  res- 


ervations. 'What  became  of  that  money?  Was 
it  expended,  and  if  so,  how,  and  where,  and 
when,  and  by  whom  ?  The  very  facr  that  no 
good  result  seems  to  have  followed  thai  very 
large  appropriation  is  a  sufficient  reason,  in 
my  judgment,  why  the  Senate  should  reject 
the  proposed  amendment.  These  Indian  res- 
ervations are  always  selected,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, as  far  away  from  civilization  as  possi- 
ble. They  are  generally  chosen  in  some  remote 
valleys  or  localities  where  there  will  be  but 
little  interruption  with  the  settlements  made 
by  the  whites,  and  they  are  generally  marked 
out  by  natural  boundaries ;  thej  are  generally 
designated  by  rivers  or  mountains,  by  lakes  or 
by  hills,  and  other  natural  boundaries,  so  that 
there  is  no  particular  danger  of  encroachment 
upon  them  by  the  white  settlers,  and  1  assert 
that  there  can  be  no  necessity  for  the  survey 
at  all  of  a  large  share  of  the  reservations  now 
held  by  the  Indians  or  set  apart  for  them. 

That  there  may  be  some  reason  for  survey- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  opening  to  settlement 
a  portion  of  the  Indian  territory  is  probable ; 
but  I  do  not  understand  that  this  is  asked  for 
that  purpose.  It  seems  to  be,  according  to 
the  report  that  was  read,  asking  for  an  appro- 
priation to  survey  different  Indian  reservations 
m  the  Territories  at  remote  points.  What  good 
is  to  result  from  it?  Suppose  these  reserva- 
tions are  surveyed  and  marked  by  stakes  and 
stones,  how  long  will  those  marks  be  found 
upon  the  ground?  They  will  soon*  become 
obliterated,  and  a  new  survey  will  be  rendered 
indispensable,  if  this  one  is  needed  at  all. 
The  very  fact  that  these  reservations  are  so 
remotely  situated  and  marked  out  by  natural 
boundaries  and  objects  is,  to  my  mind,  a  suf 
ficient  reason  for  r^ecting  tbe  proposed 
amendment.  Why,  sir,  it  is  enormous — 
$800,000  for  surveying  Indian  reservations 
away  off  in  the  Territorie»  t 

A  good  deal  of  complaint  is  made  of  the 
practice  of  surveyors  in  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories that  are  doing  the  surveying  for  the  white 
people  of  farms  and  precSmpiion  and  home- 
stead claims.  It  is  alleged  that  the  surveys 
are  made  in  useless  places  and  the  money  used 
up  in  that  way,  instead  of  beihg  used  (or  the 
real  bene6t  of  settlers.  If  such  allegations  be 
made  with  any  foundation  in  reference  to  that 
class  of  surveys,  what  may  yon  expect  of  sur- 
veyors that  are  engaged  to  survey  these  Indian 
reservations  away  out  beyond  the  reach  of 
civilization  ?  Why,  sir,  it  may  afford  excellent 
jobs  for  a  few  surveyors.  Tiiey  no  doubt  will 
report  surveys  where  none  have  been  made. 
Uuder  former  administrations,  in  my  own 
State  surveys  are  laid  down  upon  the  maps  of 
vast  regions  that  never  will  be  settled..  The 
large  appropriations  made  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  ago  for  surveys  there  were  expended  on 
portions  of  the  State  that  are  now  desert,  and 
money  was  drawn  bv  the  surveyord,  no  doubt, 
when  no  work  was  done  in  many  instances.  I 
would  expect  similar  practices  in  this  case, 
and  there  is  no  way  for  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  or  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  or  the  Secretary  o(  the  Interior  or  the 
President  to  prevent  it.  If  this  work  is  under- 
taken the  Government  will  be  cheated  in  ref- 
erence to  this  appropriation — necessarily  so. 
It  cannot  be  given  out  to  persons  who  will 
expend  it  fairly,  because  they  will  see  when 
they  go  upon  the  ground  that  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  these  surveys,  which  in  my  judgment 
is  clearly  the  fact.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
bo  rejected. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  honorable  Senator  is 
correct  in  saying  that  several  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  have  heretofore  been  appropriated. 

Mr.  COLE.  Four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars at  one  time. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Twoyearsago,  I  think,  that 
was.  There  was  but  little,  I  think,  appropri- 
ated last  year.  He  calls  on  me  to  Aiate  in 
what  mode  this  money  has  been  ezpt$nded.  I 
am  sure  I  am  unable  to  do  this.  If  I  hod  sup- 
posed there  was  any  question  of  tbeappropri- 
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ation  of  the  funds  to  the  purposes  indicated 
by  the  law,  I  would  have  called  for  it  through 
the  Senate,  or  personally.  I  judge,  however, 
it  has  been  applied  for  the  purposes  for  which 
it  was  intended,  in  the  survey  of  the  exterior 
boundaries,  and  in  subdividing  the  lands  that 
have  been  ceded  to  the  Indians  under  various 
treaties  and  laws. 

The  honorable  Senator  knows  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  now  acting  on  the  policy  of  giving 
to  the  Indians  lands  in  severalty.  It  is  there- 
fore as  necessary  to  survey  the  lands  for  them 
as  it  would  be  for  white  people,  and  if  the 
Indians  should  become  extinct  the  surveys 
will  remain  ;  the  plats,  field-notes,  and  every- 
thing of  that  kind  will  remain  the  same  as  if  the 
lands  had  been  surveyed  for  any  other  object. 

The  honorable  Senator  thinks  the  marks, 
the  monuments,  set  up  as  boundaries,  may 
become  obliterated.  This,  doubtless,  will  be 
so  to  some  extent,  bu^  this  is  incident  to  sub- 
lunary affairs.  It  is  so  with  surveys  made 
for  white  people.  In  the  prairie  they  gener- 
ally put  up  a  stake  of  hard  wood  and  build 
a  mound,  and  dig  a  pit  for  each  corner,  and 
attempt  to  make  ii  as  permanent  as  it  can 
well  be  made;  and  where  stone  is  attainable 
thev  put  up  a  stoue  instead  of  a  stake,  which 
is  oeiieved  to  be  more  durable.  I  believe 
tiie  surveys  which  have  been  made  in  the 
Indian  country  south  of  Kansas  have  been 
marked  generally  with  stones,  it  being  sup- 
posed that  a  monument  thus  erected  would 
oe  more  permanent  than  if  it  were  made  of 
wood.  I  have  heard  no  complaint  of  the 
application  of  funds  heretofore.  Unless  we 
are  to  abandon  the  policy  we  have  heretofore 
adopted  of  dividing  up  the  land  and  assign- 
ing it  to  the  Indians  in  severalty,  of  course 
these  surveys  will  have  to  be  made,  and  the 
Department  has  shown  that  there  will  be 
needed  to  carry  into  effiect  the  various  treaties 
with  the  Indians  between  seven  and  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars.  They  report  that  they 
will  need  for  the  next  fiscal  year  about  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars.  Of  course  it  is 
for  Congress  to  make  the  appropriation  or  not. 
If  it  is  not  done,  the  Department  of  course 
will  nut  complain,  but  the  work  will  not  be 
done.  We  shall  in  this  way  suspend  the 
division  of  these  lands  for  the  use  of  the 
Indians  for  another  year. 

It  is  thought  to  be  wise  to  settle  these  In- 
dians on  lands  in  severalty  as  rapidly  as  it  can 
be  done.  In  my  opinion  the  appropriation 
oaght  to  be  made.  If  the  Senator  desires  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  putting  on  any 
guards  or  restrictions  of  any  kind,  so  as  to 
advise  the  Department  how  the  money  shall 
be  applied,  I  have  no  objection  whatever.  I 
suppo'se  there  is  no  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  who  wants  ope  dollar  appro- 
priated more  than  is  necessary.  The  sugges- 
tion was  not  made  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  originally,  but  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior.  I  have  his  letter  here  now,  and  the 
letter  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs 
also,  stating  that  they  will  need  this  amount 
for  the  coming  fiscal  year  beginning  on  the  Ist 
of  July  next,  and  terminating  June  30,  1873. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  notice  that  the  proposition 
is  to  survey  reservations  for  different  tribes  of 
Indians.  Only  three  or  four  years  a^o  liberal 
appropriations  were  made  for  surveymg  some 
of  the  very  reservations  that  are  now  to  be 
surveyed  over  again. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  not.  I  think  there 
is  no  information  before  the  Senate  that  this  is 
intended  to  be  applied  in  resurveyine  lands 
that  have  heretofore  been  surveyed.  That  is 
new  to  me. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  see  that  an  appropriation 
was  made  then  for  surveying  the  If^uds  of  the 
Osage  Indians  in  Kansas. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  is  true;  and  since 
then  those  lands  have  been  ceded  by  the  Osage 
Indians  to  the  United  States,  and  are  now 
being  settled  up  by  white  people.  The  Osages 
have  been  moved  down  into  the  Indian  terri- 


tory south  of  Kansas,  and  this  appropriation, 
so  far  as  it  applies  to  the  Osages,  is  for  the 
survey  of  their  lands  in  the  Indian  territory. 
The  eastern  boundary  of  their  reservation  has 
been  surveyed,  that  is  the  ninety-sixth  meridian 
has  been  established,  but,  so  far  as  this  appro- 
priation will  apply  to  them,  it  will  be  for  the  sub- 
division of  their  lands  in  the  Indian  territory. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  apprehend  it  will  be  neces- 
sary, therefore,  to  make  these  surveys  over 
again,  when  these  lands  shall  be  occupied  in 
severalty  either  by  the  whites  or  by  the  Indians. 
This  is  a  very  large  appropriation  asked  for — 
$300,000  for  surveying  lands  for  the  Indians. 
The  white  people  are  constantly  applying  to 
the  Government  for  the  survey  of  their  land, 
but  they  are  embarrassed  very  much  for  the 
want  of  surveys  in  their  settlements,  in  their 
homesteads  and  pre'emption  claims;  and  yet 
we  do  not  afford  them  anything  like  this  sum 
for  the  surveys  of  their  land. 

It  is  stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian  Affairs  that  the  policy  is  now  to 
allow  the  Indians  to  hold  their  lands  in  sev- 
eralty. To  be  sure,  that  has  always  been  the 
policy;  but  do  the  Indians  take  them  in  sev- 
eralty? Survey  them  as  many  farms  as  you 
please,  and  they  will  still  hunt  over  the  ground 
and  fish  in  the  streams,  and  not  occupy  lands 
in  severalty  for  farming  purposes.  That  is 
done  to  some  extent  by  a  few  tribes,  to  be  sure, 
but  I  am  speaking  of  tribes  settled  on  isolated 
reservations  in  the  Territories.  They  care 
nothing  for  lands  in  severalty.  They  place  a 
value  on  their  lands  for  hunting  grounds,  and 
value  them  for  that  purpose,  and  that  only. 
They  do  not  desire  these  lands  to  be  surveyed, 
and  there  can  really  be  no  necessity  for  ex- 
pending $800,000  in  surveying  these  Indian 
reservations.  The  appropriation  proposed  by 
the  committee  in  the  bill  is  ample  for  this  pur- 
pose for  one  year.  Let  us  try  it,  and  in  the 
mean  time  inquire  what  has  become  of  the 
$400,000  that  was  appropriated  a  few  years 
ago  for  surveying  the  Indian  reservations.  Let 
us  make  that  inquiry  before  we  appropriate 
$300,000  more,  or  any  other  large  sum. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  So  far  as  my  observation 
goes,  the  surveying  of  these  Indian  reserva- 
tions and  placing  the  Indians  upon  the  lands 
in  severalty  has  given  more  satisfaction  to  the 
Indians  than  the  expenditure  of  the  same 
amount  of  money  appropriated  in  any  other 
way.  In  a  few  instances  in  the  State  of  Ore- 
gon last  year  the  Indians  were  placed  upon  the 
lands,  and  the  lands  were  designated  to  them 
in  severalty,  and  there  was  nothing  that  gave 
them  so  much  satisfaction  as  the  designation 
of  those  lands.  They  had  had  treaties  with 
the  Government  since  1855,  but  their  lands 
had  never  been  surveyed ;  they  had  never  been 
designated ;  they  had  built  over  the  lands 
helter-skelter,  here  and  there,  and  no  one  of 
them  knew  which  lands  belonged  to  him. 
They  desired  for  a  great  many  years  that  those 
lands  should  be  set  off  to  them  in  severalty, 
and  since  they  have  thus  been  setoff  they  have 
commenced  improvements,  moving  their 
houses  upon  their  own  lands  and  fencing  in 
those  lands,  and  it  has  given  great  satisfaction 
to  them.  1  have  no  doubt  the  same  course 
pursued  with  other  Indians  would  have  the 
same  effect.  It  seems  to  me  that  in  accord- 
ance with  the  new  policy  that  is  being  adopted, 
to  settle  the  Indians  upon  these  lands  in  sev- 
eralty, civilize  them,  and  prepare  them  for 
citizenship,  it  is  proper  to  make  these  appro- 
priations according  to  the  recommendations 
of  the  Department.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  if  he  can  account  for  the  $400,000 
appropriated  some  years  ago  which  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  was 
unable  to  account  for  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Never  having  been  called 
on  for  a  statement  of  what  the  Department 
has  done  with  this^  money  until  to-day  and  in 


the  Senate;  Chamber,  I  have  not  had  time  to 
go  up  to  the  Department  to  ascertain,  bou 

Sart  of  it  was  applied,  as  the  Senator  from 
lalifornia  says,  in  the  survey  of  the  0«age 
lauds.  There  were  some  eight  million  wm 
of  laud  in  the  State  of  Kansas  belonging  to  tbe 
Osage  tribe  of  Indians,  which  they  have  ceded 
to  the  United  States  and  have  abandoned,  and 
they  have  acquired  homes  down  in  the  Mzil 
territory.  1  suppose  that  a  very  large  por 
tion  of  it,  probably  one  half,  was  applied  to 
surveying  those  lands.  Another  pan  of  it 
has  been  applied,  as  I  have  been  ioformed, 
in  the  survey  of  the  lands  belonging  to  tbp 
Chickasaws,  whose  reservation  is  aiiaated  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  Indian  territory. 
between  the  Choctaws  and  Wichitas,  on  wbai 
is  known  familiarly  in  that  coaoujas  "ib« 
leased  district ;''  and  some  of  the  lands  origis- 
ally  belonging  to  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles 
have  been  surveyed,  and  CheyennesaodAr&p 
ahoes  and  other  Indians  brought  in  from  the 
plains  have  been  located  on  those  lands,  I 
nave  been  told. 

I  am  unable  here  and  now  to  famish  to 
exact  exhibit  of  how  this  money  has  been 
applied.  The  appropriation  was  made  tfo 
years  ago,  but  last  year  it  was  sapposed  bj  ibe 
Department  that  the  residue  of  that  appropria- 
tion would  be  enough  to  carry  on  tbe  vork 
during  this  current  fiscal  year ;  but  this  appro- 
priation is  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  begion.^ 
on  the  1st  of  next  July. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  Amount  asked  for 
here  is  very  large,  and  the  appropristioni 
heretofore  made  to  this  Department  for  m- 
veying  lands  have  been  large  and  are  ooati- 
counted  for,  at  least  by  the  chairman  of  tbe 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  and  the  chair 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriatioii&.  ^ 
Not  more  thari  one  third  of  the  Senators  are 
present  in  their  seats.  I  think  the  amoant 
now  asked  for  is  too  large  to  be  voted  awajbj 
so  scanty  a  Senate.  I  therefore  move  that  tbe 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  eieeu 
tive  business. 

Mr.  COLE.    I  hope  not. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Then  I  shall  call  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  hope  we  may  continae 
on  this  bill  for  an  hour  longer. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Then  I  hope  the  Sen 
ator  will  not  move  such  large  appropriaiioni 
to  be  voted  by  not  more  than  one  third  of  tb; 
members  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  Senator  oq  tha; 
account  desires  to  have  the  quesdon  on  t^ii 
amendment  deferred  for  a  short  time  QDtilibe 
Senate  shall  be  fuller,  I  have  no  objeciioo  to 
its  being  passed  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thcamead 
ment  might  be  renewed  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  do  not  wish  to  witbdra» 
it,  but  I  am  perfectly  wiliing  that  it  shall  be 
passed  over  until  the  Senate  is  fuller,  if  ib« 
honorable  Senator  from  Sooth  Carolina  pr« 
fers  it.  . 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     Then  let  it  be  ^ 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  »ili  ^ 
passed  over.  . 

Mr.  HARLAN.  By  direction  of  the  Coa 
mittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  I  move  furtber  u. 
amend  the  bill  by  inserting  on  page  64,  wt^r 
line  fifteen  hundred  andfitty  seven,  undertw 
head  of  **  general  incidental  expenses  of  we 
Indian  service,"  the  following: 

Provided,  That  any  member  of  the  board  of  I^^^ 
oommusioners  is  hereby  empowered  to  'o^**"*  . 
all  contracta,  expenditures,  and  accounts  m  coa»^ 
tion  wi,h  the  Indian  servioe,  and  ahallbare^^ 
to  all  books  and  papers  relating  thereto  in  '^^r 
emment  office;  bat  the  ozamioationof  ^^^""L^ 
and  accounts  by  the  executive  commitiee  oi 
board  flhall  not  bo  a  prerequisite  of  paymoni. 

This  amendment  is  a  modification  of  lb*  l»^ 
regulating  the  duties  of  the  commissiouers« 
act  without  pay  in  revising  the  indiau  fi«rT'|^ 
and  the  phraseology  adopted  bv  thecomm'"^ 
is  that  prepared  by  the  board  of  commasi^''''^ 
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or  some  p<frtion  of  them  in  concert  with  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  is  agree- 
able  to  the  office  and  to  those- commissioners. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  My  attention  has  been 
called  to  an  omission  in  offering  these  amend- 
ments. I  omitted  to  move  on  page  6,  line 
ninety-three,  to  strike  out  ''$88,600"  and 
insert  '*  $50,000.'*  This  is  the  appropriation 
for  the  general  incidental  expenses  of  the 
Indian  department,  and  ie  asked  for  by  the 
department,  and  they  think  they  cannot  get 
along  without  it 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  should  like  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  to  explain  that. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hardly  think  there  can  be 
any  necessity  for  increasing  that  amount. 
The  appropriation  is  ''for  contingencies,  in- 
cluding traveling,  incidental,  current,  and 
contingent  expenses  of  superintendents  and 
agents,  and  of  their  offices,  $38,500.''  I 
believe  that  was  the  appropriation  that  was 
made  last  year.  I  do  not  think  that  there  is 
any  deffciency.  I  apprehend  it  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  coming  year.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  only  to  say  that  the 
Senator  from  California  knows  that  this  irreg- 
ular service  has  been  vastly  increased  within 
the  last  few  vears,  and  the  department  say 
they  will  nee'd,  in  all  human  probability,  the 
amount  I  have  named.  The  question  is 
whether  we  shall  follow  their  advice,  or 
follow  oar  own  want  of  knowledge  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  believe  there  is  an'  appropri- 
ation made  for  these  commissioners,  as  they 
are  called,  this  commission,  who  ask  no  com- 
pensation but  to  bear  their  expenses.  I  think 
that  an  appropriation  has  been  made  for  them, 
and  I  should  suppose  their  services  would 
obviate  the  necessity  of  much  of  the  service 
of  the  regular  superintendents  and  agents. 
If  that  is  not  so,  of  course  I  do  not  wish  to 
embarrass  the  service. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  No  more  than  would  .an 
appropriation  to  pay  the  expenses  of  an  in- 
spector of  the  Army  obviate  the  necessity  of 
providing  for  expenses  incurred  by  officers  of 
the  regular  service.  The  small  appropriation 
made  for  that  board  of  commissioners  is  wholly 
outside  of  the  regular  service.  They  act  in 
the  capacity  of  inspectors,  and  the  depart- 
ment have  no  jorisaiction  over  their  move- 
ments whatever,  and  no  control  over  the  funds 
put  at  their  disposal. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were  on  a 
division — ayes  ten. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  will  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment and  propose  it  in  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  next  amendment  that 
I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  to  offer  is  to  strike  out  from  line  seven- 
ieea  hundred  and  nine  to  line  seventeen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five,  inclusive,  the  following 
words : 

It  shall  b«  the  doty  of  th«  Seeretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  make  careful  inquiry  into  the  condition  in 
point  of  eiviliiation  of  the  several  tribes  mentioned 
ID  tbu  act,  aod  shall  report  thereon  in  detail  at  the 
next  aeesioD  of  Con^eea,  ehowinr  the  progress  of 
sach  tribes  respectively  toward  eiviliiation,  with 
recommendations  for  saeh  aid  by  famish inf  animals 
and  utensils  for  graitng  and  farming  as  may  appear 
nfiefal. 

And  to  insert  in  lien  thereof: 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  make  oarefni  inquiry  into  the  condition  in 
point  uf  civilisation  of  the  several  tribes  mentioned 
in  this  act;  and  whenever  he  shall  be  patisfled  that 
any  tribe  has  become  sufficiently  civilised  to  take 
care  of  the  same,  be  shall,  provided  said  Indians 
•a ball  so  elect,  caase  such  an  amount,  not  exceeding 
twenty  per  cent,  of  the  several  appropriations 
herein,  as  he  may  deem  proper  to  be  expended  in 
the  purchase  of  stock,  cattle,  or  sheep,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  several  tribes.  Said  cattle  or  sbeap  shall 
be  turned  over  to  the  chieft  sad  head-men  of  the 


several  tribes  for  distribution  among  said  tribes,  and 
the  same  shall  be  under  the  exclusive  care  and  con- 
trol of  the  Indians  to  whom  they  may  be  distributed 
respectivelv.  The  Secretary  shall  report  thereon  in 
detail,  at  the  next  session  of  Congress,  showing  his 
action  under  the  provisions  of  this  section,  and  the 
progress  of  such  tribes  respectively  toward  civilisa- 
tion, with  recommendations  for  sach  future  aid  by 
furnishing  animals  uid  utensils  for  grazing  and 
farming  as  may  appear  useful. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
could  not  have  considered  this  amendment 
very  well,  because  it  is  in  violation  of  the 
grave  and  solemn  stipulations  that  have 
been  entered  into  so  often  with  these  mag- 
nificent nations  of  Indians.  It  proposes  to 
use  twenty  per  cent  of  the  amount  awarded 
to  them  under  treaties  for  a  very  distinct  pur- 
pose, perhaps  difierent  from  that  which  they 
intended  it  should  be  put  to.  I  hardly  think 
that  is  the  thing  to  be  done  if  we  regard  these 
treaties  as  of  any  weight  or  value  whatever. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  It  that  is  the  only  objec- 
tion, I  think  it  is  obviated  by  the  phraseology 
of  the  amendment : 

And  whenever  he  shall  be  satisfied  that  any  tribe 
has  become  sufficiently  civilised  to  take  care  of  the 
same  he  shall,  prpvided  said  Indians  shall  so  elect, 
cause  such  an  amount,  not  exceeding  twenty  per 
cent,  of  the  several  appropriations  herein,  ss  ho 
may  deem  proper  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase 
of  siook.  eattle,  or  sheep.  Ac. 

The  honorable  Senator  will  perceive  that  it 
will  depend  on  the  election  of  the  tribe  itself 
in  each  case,  as  well  as  the  judfnuent  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  supposed  that  if  an  Indian  tribe 
were  capable  of  making  a  contract,  they  would 
be  capable  of  modifying  it  in  that  regard. 

^r.  COLB.  It  is  only  transferring  the  agency 
for  buying  the  cattle  from  the  Indians  them- 
selves to  the  Department.  I  think  the  Secretary 
has  virtually  that  power  now.  To  be  sore,  some 
of  the  amounts  due  the  Indians  are  paid  over 
in  money,  but  they  can  immediately  invest  it 
in  cattle,  and  that  would  be  the  same  as  author- 
izing the  Department  to  do  it.  I  do  not  think 
the  ameudment  ought  to  be  adopted.  We  have 
provided  in  the  bill  that  the  Department  shall 
make  diligent  inquiry  as  to  the  capabilities  of 
the  Indians  for  civilized  life,  aod  shall  report 
thereon  in  detail  at  the  next  session  of  Con- 
gress. This  new  policy,  I  think,  had  better  be 
postponed  until  the  requisite  inquiry  is  made 
by  the  Department,  and  then  we  can  enter  upon 
it  with  our  eyes  open.  I  think  the  bill,  as 
amended  by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
had  better  stand.  It  was  considered  very  care- 
fully and  thoroughly  by  that  committee,  and  I 
believe  the  proposition,  as  adopted  in  the  re- 
port  of  the  bill,  was  unanimously  accepted  by 
that  committee.  1  think  the  amendment  ought 
not  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  object  is  simply, 
wherever  these  Indians  may  desire  to  have 
cattle  furnished  them  in  lieu  of  other  things, 
that  they  may  be  allowed  to  have  the  cattle, 
that  they  may  go  on  and  pursue  that  peculiar 
livelihood  or  industry  which  they  are  capable 
of  and  best  adapted  to.  We  know  that  the 
Indians  desire  very  much  to  have  horses  and 
cattle.  The  object  of  this  amendment  is  to 
induce  them  to  take  cattle  and  to  raise  cattle 
particularly,  and  to  follow  grazing.  The  first 
step  to  civilization  from  hunting  is  for  the 
luaians  to  obtain  stock  and  raise  stock,  horses, 
and  cattle.  The  object  is  to  induce  them,  as 
they  retire  from  the  hunting-grounds,  to  take 
to  the  raising  of  stock,  and  this  amendment 
simply  provides  that  they  may  receive  cattle 
if  they  so  elect.  It  requires  no  additional 
appropriation,  and  it  seems  to  me  there  can 
be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  we  had 
no  treaties  with  these  Indians,  of  course  the 
object  here  aimed  at  would  commend  itself  to 
us  all.  I  think  it  does  commend  itself,  but 
the  question  is,  can  we  abrogate  a  treaty  in 
this  manner  simply  by  an  agreement  between 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  a  few  of  the 
chiefs  of  a  tribe?  It  seems  to  me  that  is 
treating  thesa   so-called  treaties  with  vwy 


great  disrespect,  to  say  the  least.  I  should 
be  in  favor  of  the  object  of  the  amend  ment, 
but  I  do  not  think  it  can  be  accomplished  in 
this  manner. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  If  that  is  the  objection, 
the  amendment  might  be  modified  so  as  to 
apply  to  those  with  whom  there  are  no  treaty 
stipulations,  as  there  are  a  large  number  of 
Indians  who  are  supplied  by  annual  appro* 
priations,  and  we  are  continually  progressing 
in  that  direction.  We  are  making  no  new 
treaties,  but  we  are  making  annual  appropri-' 
ations  for  the  Indians,  and  it  might  be  applied 
to  many  of  those  Indians  at  least.  It  cer- 
tainly ought  to  be  adopted  where  it  will  not 
affect  treaty  stipulations. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  put  the  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment,  and  being  unable  to 
decide,  requested  the  ayes  to  rise. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  will  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment in  the  present  condition  of  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  with- 
draws the  amendment  temporarily. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  next  amendment  I  am 
directed  to  offer  is  to  insert  afler  line  seven- 
teen hundred  and  twenty-five  the  following : 

For  the  purchase  of  goods  and  supplies  for  the 
Indian  service  in  lieu  of  such  as  may  be  lost  or 
destroyed  in  transportation  by  water,  and  only  to 
be  used  to  the  extent  of  suoh  loss,  $50,000. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  propose  to  move  to  reduce 
that  amount,  and  I  do  it  upon  a  letter  from  the 
Department,  which  I  have  here,  and  which  I 
think  will  be  conclusive  on  the  subject.  It 
can  be  read  if  any  one  desires  it,  but  perhaps 
I  can  state  its  contents  more  briefly.  It  states 
that  the  amount  received  from  insurance  com- 
panies for  goods  lost  during  the  vears  1866, 
1867,  1868,  1869,  and  1870  was  $4,000,  and 
the  amount  received  in  1871  was  $14,880, 
making  the  total  receipts  for  those  six  years 
$18,8&;  whtfe  the  amount' paid  for  insurance 
on  goods  during  the  years  1866,  1867,  1868, 
1869,  and  1870  was  $17,086  86,  and  in  1871, 
$16,820  76,  or  a  total  of  $88,867  11,  showing 
an  amount  paid  out  in  excess  of  the  amount 
received  of  $14,977  11.  The  greatest  amount 
received  in  any  one  year  was  $14,880,  aod  I 
think  the  amount  named  in  this  amendment 
might  as  well  be  reduced  from  $50,000  down 
to,  say,  $16,000,  or  I  will  saj^  $20,000,  which 
will  be  quite  certain  to  cover  the  whole  amount. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  It  will  be  observed  that  no 
part  of  this  appropriation  will  be  used  unless 
goods  shall  be  lost  in  the  way  indicated.  The 
iocuuvenience  of.  not  insuring  unless  some 
large  sum  is  provided  for  is  this:  if  in  send- 
ing annuity  goods  to  any  Indian  tribe  the 
boat  should  be  sunk  and  the  goods  lost, 
the  Department  would  have  no  means  nnder 
their  control  by  which  to  supply  Such  goods, 
while  if  they  were  insured  they  could  draw  the 
funds  from  the  insurance  companies ;  but  the 
Senate  has  now,  in  pursuance  of  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, stricken  out  all  authority  to  insure 
anything.  Finding  that  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  deemed  it  wise  to  do  this,  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  suggested  this 
amendment,  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Department  a  small  fund  that  might  be  used 
in  case  of  disaster  to  any  of  the  goods  that 
might  be  sent  forward  during  the  Iscsl  year. 
The  language  is : 

For  the  purchase  of  goods  and  supplies  for  the 
Indian  service  in  lien  of  such  as  may  be  lost  or 
destroyed  in  transportatioB  by  water,  toO,000. 

It  is  only  to  be  used  to  the  extent  of  that 
loss.  If  one  boat  alone  shonM  sink  upon  its 
way  np  the  Missouri  river,  that  whole  amount 
would  probably  be  needed.  If,  however,  the 
Department  should  be  lucky,  as  we  style 
it  sometimes,  and  none  of  the  goods  should 
be  sunk,  none  of  the  money  would  be  used. 
I  think  if  criticism  is  to  be  made  at  all,  it 
should  be  that  the  amount  is  too  small.  I  can 
hardly  imagine  the  sinking  of  a  boat  or  a  dis- 
aster  to  a  boat  on  the  way  up  the  river  with 
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Indian  goodi  that  this  amount  would  not  be 
needed  to  supply  the  loss  that  might  accrue. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  have  only  a  word   to  add. 
All  that  has  ever  been  paid  for  insurance  for 
six  years  amounts  to  only  $18,800,  and  now  it  i 
ia  not  at  a  I  likely  that  one  third  of  any  emer-  | 

rincy  amount  asked  for  wil  I  be  used .  Besides, 
think  there  is  a  general  objec* ion  to  making 
an  appropriation  of  a  larger  amount  than  is  at 
all  likely  to  be  used,  as  in  this  instance  of 
$60,000,  when  the  amount  of  loss  is  not  likely 
to  be  one  fourth  of  that,  certainly  not  likely 
to  be  one  third  of  it  in  any  event  judging  from 
the  past,  not  likely  indeed  to  be  a  tenth  of 
ity  bat  still  likely  to  be  something.  I  think, 
therefore,  an  appropriation  of  say  $20,000  is 
all  that  is  necessary.  If  this  amendment 
stands,  it  goes  to  the  country  as  an  appropria- 
tion of  $&0,OOO  for  this  service,  whereas  there 
Is  no  necessity  for  the  appropriation  of  any* 
thing  like  that  sum;  $20,000  will  be  ample. 

Mr.  COHBETT.  The  objectof  this  amend- 
ment is  simply  that  we  may  carry  out  our 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indians  in  case 
these  goods  should   be   lost.     Hardly  a  boat 

Soes  up  the  Missouri  river  on  which  any  In- 
ian  goods  are  shipped  that  does  not  contain 
probably  from  twenty  to  thirty  thousand  dol- 
lars' worth  of  those  goods.  In  the  case  of  the 
sinking  of  one-of  those  boats  the  department 
desire  to  have  a  sufficient  amount  of  money  to 
replace  those  goods,  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  carry  out  the  treaty  stipulations.  Of  course 
the  department  will  not  insure  any  portion  of 
the  goods  that  they  may  not  think  it  necessary 
to  insure,  and  particularly  those  that  are  taken 
by  railroad  will  not  be  insured,  but  only  those 
that  are  carried  by  water.  There  is  some  risk, 
of  course,  in  transportation  by  railroad,  of 
fire,  &c.,  but  that  amounts  to  very  little  com- 
pared with  the  dangers  that  have  heretofore 
existed  and  now  exist  on  the  Missouri  river, 
where  the  boats  frequently  sink.  •  The  depart- 
ment thought  it  best  to  make  this  provision  on 
mature  reflection,  after  they  had  already  con- 
cluded that  it  was  best  not  to  make  the  appro- 
priation heretofore  made. 

The  PilESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Cal- 
ifornia to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa,  reducing  the  amount  to  $20,000. 

The  amendment  to    the    amendment  was 
agreed  to. 
The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  With  the  permission  of  the 
Senator  who  has  this  bill  in  charge,  I  now 
move  to  take  up  House  bill  No.  1588  to  change 
the  time  for  holding  the  spring  term  of  the 
United  States  and  district  courts  of  Harrison- 
burg, Virginia.  It  will  only  take  a  moment. 
I  have  just  received  a  telegram  from  Judge 
Bives  askitig  that  the  change  be  made. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  California  yield? 

Mr.  COLE.  If  there  is  to  be  no  discussion 
I  shall  not  object. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection,  and  the  appropriation  bill 
will  be  informally  laid  aside  for  the  purpose 
of  oonsidering  this  bill. 

COURTS  IN  VIRGINIA. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Now  I  move  to  take  up  House 
bill  No.  1688. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
is  informed  that  the  bill  has  not  been  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  It  has  not  been  reported  by 
the  committee,  but  it  has  passed  the  House, 
and  the  chairman  of  the  committee  said  he 
would  make  no  objection.  J  t  proposes  simply 
to  change  the  time  for  holding  the  courts. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be 
necessary  Ibr  the  Senator  to  move  to  discharge 
the  committee  from  the  further  cunsideraiiun 
of  ttie  bill,  and  ttien  it  will  be  before  the 
SenaUf. 

Mr.  LEWIS.     I  make  that  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  LEVVIS.  Now  I  move  to  take  up  the 
bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (Q.  R.  No.  1588)  to  change 
the  time  for  holding  the  spring  term  of  the 
United  States  circuit  and  district  courts  at 
Harrisonburg,  ViYgiuia.  It  provides  that,  in- 
stead of  the  time  now  provided  for  in  the  act 
approved  February  1,  1872,  to  change  the 
times  for  holding  circuit  and  district  courts  of 
the  United  States  for  the  western  district  of 
Virginia,  for  holding  the  spring  term  at  Harri- 
sonburg, in  that  State,  the  courts  shall  be  held 
thereat  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday 
in  May  in  each  year. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PRIYATK  LAND  OLAIMS. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  My  friend  from  Califor- 
nia was  so  kind  as  to  intimate  this  mornine 
that  if  I  would  pass  over  the  bill  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand  then  I  might  call  attention  to  it  at 
a  later  period.  It  is  a  bill  of  nine  lines,  which 
has  been  read,  recommended  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  and  is  of  considerable  import- 
ance to  mv  State,  and  I  should  like  to  have  it 
passed.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  consider 
It.     It  will  take  but  a  moment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Louisiana  asks  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  consider  a  bill  (S.  No.  641)  to  ex- 
tend the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act 
for  the  final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims 
in  the  States  ot  Florida,  Louisiana,  California, 
and  for  other  purposes.''  The  Chair  will 
inquire  if  the  bill  has  been  reported  ? 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  It  was  reported  by  tfaa 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  does  not 
appear  by  the  indorsement.  It  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  The  bill  was  on  the  file 
of  the  Clerk,  and  I  used  that  bill  for  reference. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
read,  subject  to  objection  or  to  a  demand  for 
the  regular  order. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    I  am  not  willing  to 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  ask  that  the  letter 
which  I  send  to  the  desk  be  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Iowa  objects. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  prefer  to  go  on  with  the 
appropriation  bill  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  appropri- 
ation bill  is  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  allow  me  to  pass  a  bill  in  regard  to  coal 
lands,  which  has  been  read  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  As  soon  as  we  get  through 
with  the  appropriation  bill,  I  shall  take  great 
pleasure  in  assisting  the  Senator  in  getting  up 
his  bill. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  subsequently  said:  The 
bill  to  which  I  referred  a  tew  moments  since 
has  been  found,  and  I  ask  that  it  be  acted  on. 
Senate  bill  No.  324,  of  the  same  title  as  the 
bill  to  which  ,1  alluded,  was  reported  by  the 
Senator  from  Kansas,  [Mr.  Caldwbll,]  from 
the  Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  with- 
out amendment;  and  I  ask  for  its  consider- 
ation. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Unless  objected 
to,  the  bill  will  be  before  the  Senate,  subject 
to  demand  for  the  regular  order  if  it  gives  rise 
to  any  debate. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Is  it  the  same  bill  that 
was  read  a  few  moments  since? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  was,  but  at 
that  time  it  could  not  be  found  whether  it 
was  reported.  It  has  been  since  found  that 
it  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
vate Land  Claims. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  824)  to  extend  the  provis- 
ions of  an  act  entitled  **An  act  for  the  final 
adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  the  States 


of  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Missouri,  and  for 
other  purposes,''  was  considered  as  in  Coa- 
mittee  of  the  Whole.  It  proposes  to  ext^od 
for  three  years  the  provisions  of  the  act  en- 
titled *^An  act  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
private  land  claims  in  the  States  of  Fiorida, 
Louisiana,  and  Missouri,  and  for  other  par- 
pORCi),''  approved  June  22,  1860. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  opposed  to  the  pas- 
sage of  that  bill. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  do  not  think  the  Sen 
ator  will  object  if  he  will  hear  the  letter  ot  the 
Secretary  read 

Mr.  HARLAN.    I  will  hear  the  letter  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

DXPAKTMXVT  OP  TRl  IVTlBlOt. 

GK5KRAL  LaVO  OfFICZ. 
WASHI!rOT05,  D.  C,  March  27. 1S71 
6iK :  After  a  very  careful  eonsideration  of  Snute 
bill  No.  641,  entitled  "A  bill  to  extend  the  proviaioDi 
of  an  act  entitled  *An  act  for  the  final  ud^ustmnt  i^ 
private  land  claima  in  the  States  of  Florida.  L)ui»t- 
ana  and  Miasoari,  and  for  other  parposei,'"  ^m 
which  you  reqaest  my  opinion.  I  have  the  bonor  U 
aa^  that  it  ia  important  that  aome  legUlatioQ  upoa 
thiaaabjectsboaldbehad  dariot  the  present  se*iioa 
of  OoQgresB,  and  that  the  act  of  2ad  Jane.  1860.  wfaick 
the  above  bill  proposes  to  extend,  aontaini  tbcBf- 
oeaaary  provisions  for  a  final  and  e<(aitabie  adjtiji- 
moot  of  titles  aeo^aired  from  the  British.  French,  m4 
Spanish  authorities  in  the  Statea  therein  meotioBei 
I  therefore  reapeotfally  rooommend  the  paance  of 
the  bill  as  submitted. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant. 

WILLIS  DRUMMOND. 
Onmtmiowr. 

Hon.  W.  P.  KxLLOOO,   CTaOerf  SuiUt  Senate. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  Ibr  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wbolt, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No. 
1192)  making  appropriations  for  the  carrent 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  ludi&n  d^ 
partment,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipaUtiou 
with  various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year  eodiog 
June  80f  1878,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  move  to  insert  as  u 
additional  section  the  foUowiog : 

Ssc.  — .  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be.  uf 
he  hereby  ia.  authorised  to  expend,  for  the  remoril 
of  Chippewa  Indiana  to  the  WbiU  Barth  Like  reser- 
vation, in  Minnesota,  for  their  anbaiatanee  for  nx 
months  after  their  removal,  and  for  improrenefia 
00  the  said  reservation,  the  unexpended  balaoM  o[ 
appropriationa  heretofore  made  for  aneh  ramoTiu. 
snbaistenoe,  Ac,  and  now  oo  the  books  of  us 
Treaannr  Department,  amounting  in  the  af|ref»M 
to  $57,079  44.  . 

For  this  amount,  or  so  much  thereof  as  mtj  be 
necessary,  to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  IntenortA 
carry  on  the  work  of  aiding  and  iMtrucunR  tbe 
Indiana  on  the  White  Barth  resenration.  in  MioBft- 
sou.  in  the  arta  of  ciTtliiation.  with  a  riew  to  their 
aelf-aapport,  conditioned  apon  the  aneat  of  u> 
Miaaiaalppi  band  of  Chippewaa  to  the  aattlemept  of 
the  Otter-Tail  band  of  Pillagera  apon  the  White 
Barth  reservation,  with  eqaal  richu  in  reip«ett<> 
the  landa  within  its  bonndariea,  $2S.OOO. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.     I  mo^e  that  the  Seo 
ate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  ezecatire 
business. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  we  shall  act  apoo  tbu 
amendment  first. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Pending  ije 
amendment  offered  by  the  chairmsn  of  toe 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  the  Senator fron 
Nebraska  moves  that  the  Senate  proceed  loihfl 
consideration  of  executive  business. 

Mr.  CORBBTT.  I  hope  not  I  thinks 
shall  be  able  to  dispose  of  this  bill  is  a  te« 
moments. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  inotion « 
not  debatable,  if  the  Senator  from  Ncbrau* 
insists  upon  it. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  od  a 
division — ayes  18,  noes  12;  noqaoram  rociog- 

Mr.  COLE  called  for  the  yeas  and  D»y>' »°^ 
they  were  ordered ;  and  being  taken,  resnlted" 
yeas  19,  nays  20;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn.  Blair.  Boremu.  Cooper. 
Fenton.  UamUton  of  Maryland.  UilU  Hitebg^k. 
Kellogg,  Kelly.  Lewis,  Norwood.  Patteiaon.  Foot. 
Robertson,  Spenoer,  Stevenson,  Tipton,  ana  *(^* 
er8~~~19 

NAYS-Measra.  Ames.  Anthony,  Caldwell.  CUJ- 
ton.  Oole.  Oonkling.  Corbett,  Ferry„of  Michijw. 
GTiibert,  itamlia,  Hariaii.  Morrill  of  Maine.  MomU 
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of  Vermont,  Oabom,  Sawyer,  Stewart,  TrambuII, 
Wilson  Windom.  and  Wright— 20. 

ABSENT—Messrs.  Bayard,  Brownlow,  BaokioR- 
ham,  Cameron.  Carpenter,  Oaseerly*  Chandler,  Cra- 
srin.  David  of  Kentucky.  Davis  of  West  Virginia, 
Kdmunds.  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Flanagan.  Fre- 
linghuysen.Qoldthwaite,  Hamilton  of  Texad.Howe, 
Johnston,  Logan,  Morton,  Nye,  Pomeroy,  Pratt, 
Ramfiey,  Rice.  Saalsbnry,  Schurz,  Scott,  bhormnn. 
bpraffue,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Tbttrman,  and  West— 34. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  moved  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa,  chairman  of  the  Committee 
OD  Indian  Afikirs. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  have  instructed  me  to  move  as  an  addi- 
tional section  what  will  be  found  on  pages  6 
and  7  of  the  printed  amendments,  as  follows : 

Sbg.  — .  That  the  S^r«Uryof  the  Interior  be,  and 
he  Ls  hereby,  authorised,  in  his  discretion,  to  apply 
the  balance  on  hand  of  the  appropriation  of  $100,000, 
made  by  the  act  of  July  15, 1870,  entitled  **An  act  for 
the  aapport  of  indostrial  and  other  schools  among 
the  Indian  tribes  not  otherwise  provided  for,"  Ac, 
at  such  time?,  in  such  sums,  and  for  such  tribes  and 
baods  as,  in  his  opinion,  may  be  required. 

For  this  amount,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
neceeeary  to  pay  the  expenses  of  holding  a  ^^neral 
council  of  the  Cherokee,  Creek.  Seminole,  and 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  in  the  Indian 
territory,  as  provided  by  the  treaties  with  said 
tribes  in  1866,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 
1873.  in  addition  to  the  unexpended  balances  of  pre- 
ceding appropriations  for  said  purpose,  $5,000 : 
^romeUdt  That  any  other  Indian  tribe  perma- 
nently located  in  said  Indian  territory  shall  be, 
and  it  is  hereby,  authorised  to  elect  and  send  to 
said  general  council  one  delegate,  and  in  addition 
one  delegate  for  each  one  thousand  Indians,  or 
fraction  of  a  thousand  greater  than  five  hundred, 
being  members  of  such  tribe,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions,  and  with  the  same  rights  and  privileges, 
including  right  to  compensatiui,  as  is  provided  for 
delegates  of  the  tribes  hereinbefore  mentioned ;  and 
a  sufficient  sum  to  pay  the  per  diem  and  mileage 
of  such  additional  delegates  is  hereby  appropriated. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  latter  paragraph  of  the 
amendment  I  think  ought  to  be  sustained,  but 
1  would  move  an  amendment  to  that  by  strik- 
in|;  out  in  liues  fifteen  and  sixteen  the  words 
'^  in  addition  to  the  unexpired  balance  of  pre- 
ceding appropriation  for  said  purposes,*'  and 
in  liues  twenty  aud  twenty-one  to  strike  out 
the  words  '*  or  fraction  of  a  thousand  greater 
than  five  hundred.*' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  moves  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  as 
i/idicated  by  him. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  understand  that  it  costs 
about  fourteen  thousand  dollars  a  year  to 
defray  all  the  expenses  incident  to  this  legis- 
lative assembly,  or  council  as  it  is  called,  and 
part  of  the  appropriation  made  for  this  pur- 
pose last  year  is  not  yet  expended,  but  proba- 
bly it  would  be  covered  into  the  Treasury  at  the 
end  of  the  present  fiscal  year  under  a  general 
law  on  that  subject.  I  think  the  council  meets 
in  October  under  the  treaty.  If  that  should 
be  stricken  out,  and  the  balance  of  the  appro- 
priation for  the  last  fiscal  year  should  be  cov- 
ered into  the  Treasury,  the  $6,000  would  not 
be  enough. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  know  what  amount 
will  be  sufficient,  but  if  the  Senator  would  pro- 
pose a  little  addition  to  the  $6,000,  and  then 
add,  '^orso  much  thereof  as  mav  be  neces- 
sary" after  the  word  *' dollars,"  I  would  not 
object  to  that. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  informed  by  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  that  it  requires 
just  about  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  and  that 
the  amount  now  unexpended,  with  the  addi- 
tion of  the  $6,000  contained  in  this  clause, 
will  just  about  cover  it.  It  could  be  reduced, 
perhaps  $1,000. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  is,  there  is  a  balance  of 
$9,000. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  About  nine  thousand  dol- 
lars balance  from  the  preceding  appropriation. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  it  is  very  objection- 
able, and  so  do  the  persons  with  whom  I  am 
connected  on  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, to  make  an  appropriation  of  an  unex- 


pended balance  without  knowing  what  it  is. 
Tbat  is  the  main  objection  there  is  to  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Would  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator, then,  agree  to  make  this  change :  strike  out 
'*  $5,000^'  and  insert  **  $14,000,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  be  necessary?" 

Mr.  COLE.     Yes,  sir ;  I  will  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Let  that  modification,  then, 
be  made. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  that  modification  of  the  amendment 
will  be  made.  The  question  is  on  the  amend- 
ment as  modified,  xhe  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia moves  to  amend  it  by  striking  out  ^'or 
fraction  of  a  thousand  greater  than  five  hun- 
dred." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  is  providedfor  in  the 
treaty.  If  any  tribe  has  a  fraction  of  a  thou- 
sand greater  than  five  hundred,  it  is  entitled 
to  an  additional  delegate. 

Mr.  COLE.  Does  that  treaty  apply  to  these 
particular  Indians?  If  not,  it  ought  not  to  be 
embodied. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    I  see  that  it  does  not. 

Mr.  COLE.  Then,  I  suppose  we  may  strike 
that  out? 

Mr.  HARLAN.     I  have  no  objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  clause  will 
be  stricken  out  if  there  be  no  objection.  The 
question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  as  modified. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  to  propose  as  an  addi- 
tional section  the  matter  found  on  page  7  of 
the  printed  amendments. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, as  follows : 

Sec.—.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  are  hereby  autbor- 
ieed  to  make  an  appraisement  of  the  Cherokee  lands 
lying  west  of  the  ninety-sixth  meridian  of  west 
longitude,  and  west  of  the  lands  of  the  Osage  In- 
dians, in  the  Indian  territory,  and  south  of  the 
southern  line  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  Cherokee  Inpians  under  their 
treaty  of  July  19. 1866,  for  the  settlement  of  friendly 
Indians,  and  reiH>rt  the  same  to  Congress. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  know  to  what  extent 
tbat  might  involve  the  Government.  It  is 
very  indefinite. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     I  ought,  perhaps,  to  ex- 

flain  this  amendment  in  a  few  brief  sentences, 
n  the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians  of  1866,  they  ceded  to  the 
United  States  all  of  their  lands  lying  west  of 
the  ninety-sixth  meridian  for  the  use  of  other 
friendly  Indians,  and  agreed  with  the  United 
States  to  take  so  much  for  any  part  of  that 
land  as  might  be  agreed  upon  between  them- 
selves and  the  Indian  tribes  that  might  be 
located  on  the  land ;  and  if  they  and  these 
emigrating  Indians  should  disagree  as  to  the 
price,  the  question  should  be  referred  to  the 
President.  In  that  case,  of  course,  there 
would  have  been  no  money  paid  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States.  The  treaty 
contemplated  that  the  Indians  moving  on  to 
the  land  should  pay  for  so  much  of  the  land 
as  they  occupied  to  the  Cherokee  nation,  and 
if  the  two  tribes  disagreed  the  President 
should  act  as  umpire.  But  in  a  subsequent 
treaty,  made  in  1867  or  1868,  with  the  Chey- 
ennes  and  Arapahoes,  a  large  part  of  this  dis- 
trict of  country  was  ceded  to  those  Indians 
who  were  brought  in  from  the  plains.  They 
were  Indians  who  had  been  previously  at  war 
with  the  United  States.  They  are  frequently 
styled  pauper  Indians.  They  have  no  money. 
They  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  lands ;  but 
the  United  States  ceded  this  land  to  them, 
or  a  portion  of  it  The  Cherokee  Indians  of 
course  complain  very  bitterly  that  their  land 
should  be  taken  from  them  under  that  treaty, 
which  only  provided  that  it  should  be  taken 
when  paid  tor  by  the  Indians  to  be  located 
upon  it,  and  given  to  pauper  Indians  who 
cannot  pay  for  it;  and  they  insist  that  ihej 
shall  receive  just  compensation  for  the  land. 
Their  demand  is  undoubtedly  just.     The  com- 


mittee  thought  that  the  only  step  that  was 
proper  to  be  taken  at  this  time  was  that  the 
President  should  cause  an  appraisement  of  the 
land  to  be  made  and  report  his  doings  to  Con- 
gre8s. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  seems  to  me  that  that  ought 
to  be  the  subject  of  a  separate  bill.     It  has  no 

f  roper  place  on  an  appropriation  bill  certainly, 
t  is  a  very  important  proposition,  involving 
the  appraisement  of  lands  which  are  measured 
by  latitude  and  longitude,  by  State  boundaries, 
vast  territoriea  of  land.  I  am  not  certain  but 
that  something  in  that  direction  ought  to  be 
done ;  but  I  think  it  ought  to  be  dune  by  some 
separate  action  on  the  part  of  Congress  as  an 
inaependent  measure,  and  not  be  disposed  of 
in  this  hasty  way  upon  an  appropriation  bill. 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  adopted  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  remarks  the  honor- 
able Senator  has  submitted  are  just  in  one 
view  of  the  subject,  and  in  another  I  think 
perhaps  not  strictly  so.  This  is  in  lieu  of  a 
proposed  appropriation.  The  Indians  desired 
Congress  to  appropriate  a  sufficient  amount 
of  money  to  pay  them  for  this  land,  but  in  lieu 
of  such  an  appropriation  we  propose  that  the 
lands  shall  be  first  appraised,  that  we  may  know 
how  much  they  are  worth. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  we  ought  to 
meet  this  question  fairly  at  some  time.  Sev- 
eral years  ago  we  made  a  treaty  and  took  this 
land  from  the  Cherokees.  They  reserved, 
however,  the  right  to  have  nominal  possession 
of  it  until  they  were  paid  for  it.  *  They  have 
not  only  a  legal  but  a  just  and  equitable  claim, 
which,  against  a  Government  like  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  is  better  than  a 
legal  oae,  because,  if  they  have  a  strictly  legal 
one,  they  cannot  enforce  it,  but  if  they  have  a 
just  and  equitable  claim,  it  stands  really  on 
higher  grounds.  These  lands  have  been  taken 
possession  of  by  the  United  States  and  other 
tribes  placed  upon  them.  The  Cherokees 
have  not  been  settled  with.  We  ought  not  to 
dodge  Uie  question.  We  either  ought  to  come 
up  and  maxea  direct  appropriation  of  so  much 
money,  or  at  least  we  ouzht  to  take  measures  to 
find  out  how  much  we  should  appropriate. 

I  understand  the  committee  have  now  agreed 
only  to  this  one  measure,  that  is  to  authorize 
the  President  to  ascertain  how  much  should 
be  paid  at  some  future  time  and  report  to  Con- 
gress. That  is  a  shifting  of  the  responsibility* 
We  have  done  it  year  by  year.  It  was  three 
or  four  years  ago  that  we  made  this  treaty,  and 
promised  to  make  this  settlement,  and  we  have 
not  done  it.  The  Cheroketes  are  here  with  a 
delegation  year  by  year  asking  for  a  settlement 
for  the  lands  ceded  by  the  United  States,  which 
we  promised  to  take  and  pay  for.  We  have 
not  done  it.  We  should  not  dodge  it  any 
longer. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  hear  the 
provision  of  the  treaty,  if  any  one  here  has  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  chairman  of  theoom- 
mittee  has  the  treaty,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  thought  I  would  not 
say  a  word  about  this  bill,  but  it  seems  to  me 
this  is  a  singular  provision.  It  is  a  motion  to 
appraise  a  lot  of  lands  that  do  not  belong  to 
the  Indians  any  more  than  to  me«  and  which 
is  to  involve  the  United  States  in  further  obli- 
gations. The  treatv  of  1866,  of  course  every- 
body admits,  should  never  have  been  passed. 
When  those  Indians  had  gone  into  reDelUoii 
there  was  no  use  iu  giving  them  back  all  their 
annuities  and  giving  them  an  empire^  and  recog- 
nizing the  nobility  or  aristocracy  of  that  coun- 
try any  longer.     We  did  that,  however. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  do  not  remember  the 
section  which  makes  this  provision,  but  by 
running  down  the  marginal  notes  the  Senator 
will  find  it  in  the  treaty  of  1866  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Cherokee  Indians. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  want  to  find  the  pro- 
vision of  the  treaty  under  which  this  claim 
arises.  If  we  are  bound  by  it  already,  very 
well;  but  I  do  not  want  to  go  into  any  addi- 
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tional  obligation,  because  we  were  fearfally 
cheated  in  that  treaty  of  1866.  We  not  only 
became  liable  tor  their  aunuiiies,  so  that  they 
did  not  lose  anything  by  going  into  the  rebel 
lion,  but  there  was  a  provision  in  it  under  which 
they  claim  some  two  million  dollars  for  some 
old  claim  which  had  beeu  pressed  on  Congress. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  honorable  Senator  is 
elightly  in' error.  What  he  now  refers  to  relates 
to  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  Indians,  not 
the  Cherokees. 

Mr.  STEWART.  It  was  in  ihat  batch  of 
treaties  made  in  1866. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  While  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator is  looking  tor  the  text  of  the  treaty,  I 
wish  to  make  one  observation.  It  may  be 
that  Congress  did  wrong  not  to  confiscate  the 
lands  that  they  had  deeded  to  the  Indians. 
Had  the  Government  confiscated  the  lands 
which  had  been  deeded  to  white  people,  then 
I  think  it  would  have  been  right  to  confiscate 
the  real  estate  of  the  Indian  tribes.  These 
Cherokees  were  not  by  any  means  all  rebels. 
A  part  of  them  did  go  into  the  rebellion,  but 
there  were  some  two  regiments,  I  think,  of 
Cherokees — 1  am  sure  there  was  one  regiment 
of  Cherokees — that  went  into  the  Union  army 
and  fought  all  the  way  through,  and  did  noble 
service  in  the  Union  army,  as  1  have  been 
informed  by  officers  who  were  high  in  com- 
mand in  our  armies ;  and  I  do  not  think  it  is 
quite  just  to  insist  that  we  ought  to  have  con- 
fiscated their  real  estate  when  not  one  inch  of 
real  estate  belonging  to  anybody  else  was  con- 
fiscated. 

Mr.  STEWART.  We  abolished  slavery  in 
the  South,  did  we  not? 

Mr.  H  AR L  A N .  So  these  treaties  abolished 
it  in  the  Indian  countiy. 

Mr.  STE  WART.  No,  they  abolished  negro 
slavery  but  they  did  not  abolish  Indian  slavery. 
You  recognize  Indian  nobility  and  Indian 
caste ;  and  you  talk  about  the  Cherokees  being 
here.  Of  course  they  are  here,  the  nabobs 
are  here  riding  about  your  streets.  They  get 
the  money  you  appropriate.  We  ought  to 
abolish  Indian  aristocracy,  Indian  caste.  We 
should  not  give  this  country  to  the  chiefs;  the 
Indian  people  should  have  it.  Whenever  you 
abolish  that  which  is  worse  than  slavery — ^aud 
there  never  can  be  any  civilization  while  it 
ezist8-*then  something  will  be  done.  We 
did  not  restore  to  the  southern  rebels  a  fran- 
chise of  nobility,  but  we  did  restore  a  franchise 
of  nobility  to  Indian  chiefs  in  that  country, 
which  excludes  civilization,  which  gives  the 
nobles  of  that  country  power  to  prevent  your 
civilisation,  and  all  yuur  efforts  to  civilize 
Indians  must  necessarily  fail  as  long  as  the 
chiefs  have  the  franchise  of  nobility.  That 
should  be  abolished.  1  do  not  believe  in  con 
fiscating  any  private  rights,  but  the  Indians  do 
not  appear  to  have  any  private  rights  at  all. 
There  is  no  legislation  to  let  them  have  private 
rights,  and  I  say  private  rights  are  the  first 
step  toward  civilization. 

As  long  as  these  lands  are  held  by  tribes  and 

nations,  so  long  you  will  have  no  civilization. 

The  Indians  will  disappear ;  no  man  will  work 

fora  community.     Communism  has  been  tried 

here.     There  have  been  experiments  of  that 

kind  among  white  men,  and  you  cannot  get 

them  to  work.     They  lead  to  barbarism  alter 

awhile;      You  do  not  give  the  Indian   any 

diance  to  become  civilized ;   you  do  not  let 

him   have  private  property.     That  is  what  I 

complain  of  this  whole  system  for.     What  I 

complain  of  your  organization  in  the  Indian 

territory  for  is  because  no  Indian   has    the 

slightest  motive  to  exertion.      If  an  Indian 

r»iBe8  a  patch  of  corn  in  common,  the  others 

eat  it  up.     Anybody  that  has  been  in  that 

country  will  tell  you  so.    There  is  no  chance 

for  Indians  who  want  to  do  anything.  I  suppose 

this  is  the  clause  of  the  treaty : 

**  The  lands  herein  ceded  shall  be  inrveyed  as  pub- 
lie  lands  of  the  United  States  are  surveyed,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office;  shall  be  appraised  by  two  disinterested 


persons,  one  to  be  desicnated  by  the  Cherokees  in 
general  council  and  one  by  the  Secretary  of  the'  Inte- 
rior, and  in  case  of  disagreement  by  a  third  person." 

And  it  goes  on  to  provide  that  the  appraise- 
ment stated  be  not  less  than  an  average  of 
$1  25  pf^r  acre. 

What  in  the  world  does  this  mean?    Is  this 

the  provision  under  which  this  is  to  be  done  ? 

**The  Cherokee  nation  hereby  cedes  in  trust  to 
the  United  States  the  tract  of  land  in  the  State  of 
Kansas"— 

Is  this  in  the  State  of  Kansas? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  You  have  sev- 
eral things  to  learn  before  you  can  make  a 
good  speech   on  Indian  affairs.     [Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  have  not  got  the  right 
section,  evidently.  This  relates  to  the  State 
of  Kansas.  I  doubt  very  much  whether  there 
is  any  provision  for  this  thing.  It  seems  to  me 
that  those  who  advocate  it  should  be  able  to 
enlighten  the  Senate  on  this  question  to  show 
us  the  treaty  under  which  they  claim  that  these 
lands  should  be  appraised.  I  protest  against 
the  passage  of  this  appropriation  until  the 
treaty  provision  is  shown  on  which  it  is  based. 
Certainly,  as  a  general  proposition,  we  do  not 
want  to  send  the  President  out  to  ascertain 
the  value  of  lands  that  belong  to  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  after  five 
minutes  spent  in  executive  session  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and  (at  four  o'clock  and  fifty- 
one  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVJB8. 
Monday,  April  1,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butlbr,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  Thursday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

ORDBR  or  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  Monday,  the 
first  business  in  order  during  the  morning  hour 
is  the  calling  of  the  States  and  Territories  for 
the  introduction  of  bills  and  joint  resolutions 
for  reference  to  theit  appropriate  committees, 
not  to  be  brought  back  into  the  House  by 
motions  to  reconsider.  Under  this  call  memo- 
rials and  resolutions  of  State  and  te^ri^iorial 
Legislatures  may  be  presented  for  printing 
and  reference.  The  morning  hour  now  begins 
at  twenty-two  minutes  after  twelve  o'clock. 

MARTHA  L.  HAMBLKTO^. 

Mr.*  FRYE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2126)  for  the  relief  of  Martha  L.  Uambleton  : 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referrea 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

WIDOW,  BTO.,  or  ALPHA  RICHARDSON. 

Mr.   BELL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2127)  for  the.  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs  of 
Alpha  Richardson  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  and  ordered  to  be  print€»d. 

REMOVAL  or  QUA  ROB  Or  DK8BRTI0N. 

Mr.  POLAND  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2128)  directing  the  removal  of  the  charge  of 
desertion  in  certain  cases ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

TRACKS  AND  DKPOTS  OF  STEAM  RAILWAYS. 

Mr.  POLAND  also  introduced  a  joint  reso* 
lution  (H.  R.  No.  118)  for  a  commission  .to 
regulate  and  arrange  tracks  and  depots  of 
steam  railways  in  the  city  of  Washington : 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  reierred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOKL  C.  0.   WINCH. 

Mr.  POLAND  also  introduced  a  billJH.  R. 
No.  2129)  for  the  relief  of  Joel  C.  C.  Winch; 


which  was  read  a  first  and  second  timo,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  t&d 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

SIMEON  FARNSWORTH. 

Mr.  POLAND  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2180)  granting  a  pension  to  Simeon  Faros- 
worth,  of  Danville,  Vermont;  which wai read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and  War 
of  1812,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WILLIAM  JOSLIN. 

Mr.  POLAND  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.B. 
No.  2181)  fof  the  relief  of  William  Joslio; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

DUTIES  OH  LUMBER. 


Mr.  SMITH,  of  Vermont,  introdacedt 
(H.  R.  No.  2182)  to  modify  the  duties  oo  ihe 
various  kinds  of  lumber,  and  to  provide  fora 
drawback  on  lumber  reexported;  which wu 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  lo  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PROPBRTTfETC,  WITHHELD  FROM  DESBRTKBS. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachuselts,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2138)  to  appropriate 
certain  property  and  money  withheld  from 
deserters  and  others  to  the  support  of  disabled 
volunteer  soldiers;  which  was  resd  a  Brst 
and  second  time,*  referred  to  the  Commiuee 
on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  phoied. 

EXTENSION  OP  PATENTS). 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetu,  slso  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2134)  for  the  ex- 
tension of  patents  in  certain  cases;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Pati  nts,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING,  NORTH  PROTIDXNCI. 

Mr.  EAME3  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2186)  authorizing  the  construciiou  of  a  boild 
ing  in  Nonh  ProvidencOt  Rhode  Island,  fur  a 
post  ofiice  and  other  public  offices;  which  «u 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Qroaods, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IN8PE0T0B  general's  DEPARTHINT. 

Mr.  SLOCUM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2186)  'authorizing  the  promotioo  of  as 
officer  of  the  Inspector  General's  department, 
United  States  Army;  which  was  resdaBnt 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Gommiuee 
on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HART  A.  T.  L00MI8. 

Mr.  SLOCUM  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2137)  granting  a  pension  to  Mary  AT. 
Loomis  ;  wnich  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inralid 
Pen'fiions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ZENDS  BRADLET. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  introdaced  sbill 
(H.  R.  No.  2188)  granting  a  pension  to  Zenui 
Bradley,  of  Allen,  Alleghany  county,  New 
York  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  secood  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Peosioos, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LIGHT-SHIP,  NEW  YORK. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York,  inlrodDced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2189)  to  restore  the  light-ship 
on  former  wreck  of  the  Scotland,  New  lore 
harbor ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  secoiMl 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

PROPBSaOR  OF  DENTAL  8URQXRT,  WEST  POIRT' 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND.  of  New  York,  also  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2140)  creatine  a  pro- 
fessorship of  dental  surgery  at  United  StJites 
Military  Academy,  West  Point ;  which  «» 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 
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LAND  SOLD  TOR  DIRBCT  TAXB8. 

Mr.  HALSEY  introduced  a  bill  (Bf.  R. 
No.  2141)  for  the  relief  of  parcbasers  of  lands 
sold  for  direct  taxes  in  the  insarreciionary 
States ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

^  THOMAS  WARKBR. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2142)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Warker ;  which 
waa  read  a  first  and  second  tttne,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

XLISA  TALLIAf  BRRO. 

Mr.  B.  F.  MEYERS  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2143)  to  erant  a  pension  to  Eliza  lal- 
liaferro,  widow  of  Lawrence  Talliaferro,  a  first 
lieutenant  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war  of  1812 ;  which  was  read  a  first 
aod  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revolutionary  Pensions  and  War  of  1812, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RKPBAL  OF  INCOUB  TAX. 

Mr.  STORM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2144)  to  repeal  the  income  tax,  and  to  provide 
that  the  tax  upon  incomes  for  the  year  1871 
shall  not  be  collected ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  aod  Means^  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WATER  SUPPLY  IN  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2146)  to  secure  a  sufficient  suppl?  of  water 
for  ihe  cities  of  Georgetown  and  Washington, 
and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  lime,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DONATION  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  TERRY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2146)  donating  public  lands  to  the  State  of 
Virginia  to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  colleges 
in  said  State,  pursuant  to  an  act  of  July  2, 
1862;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBUOYAL  OF  DI8ABILITIB8. 

Mr.  TERRY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2147)  for  the  removal  of  political  disabil- 
itiea  imposed  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  DUKE  introduced  a  biir(H.  R.  No. 

2148)  to  relieve  W.  Uolman  and  eleven  others 
from  their  political  disabilities ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

8ALBM  P.  ROSB. 

Mr.  PLATT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2149)  granting  a  pension  to  Salem  P.  Rose, 
of  North  Adams,  Massachusetts;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Conamittee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PATMBNTS  BT  0FFI0BR8  OF  OOVBRNMBNT. 

Mr.  PLATT  also  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution (H.  R.  No.  119)  to  exempt  minors  from 
the  provisions  of  a  joint  resolution,  entitled 
'*A  joint  resolution  prohibiting  the  payment 
by  any  officer  of  the  Government  to  any  per- 
son not  known  to  have  been  opposed  to  the 
rebellion,  and  in  favor  of  its  suppression,'' 
approved  March  2,  1867;  which  was  read  a 
firat  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TAX  ON  BRANDY,  ETC. 

Mr.  LEACH  introduced  a  bill  (E.  R.  No. 

2150)  to  repeal  the  tax  on  branay,  and  to 
ainsplify  ana  redoce  it  on  whiskyt  and  to  pro- 
hibit the  destruction  by  revenue  officers  of 
property  appertaining  thereto ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 


mittee of  Ways  and  Mtens,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  DIBABILITIB8. 

Mr.  LEACH  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2151)  to  relieve  certain  persons  therein 
named  from  political  disabilities ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

FBDBRAL  TROOPft  IN  SOUTH  OABOLINA. 

Mr.  WALLACE  presented  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  ask- 
ing that  the  Federal  troops  be  not  removed 
from  that  State;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  A ffi&irs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

RBHOVAL  OF  DI8ABILITIBS. 

Mr.  McINTYRB  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2152)  to  remove  the  political  disabilities 
of  N.  L.  Osbom,  A.  J.  Glenn,  George  D. 
Rice,  and  others,  of  Georgia ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ARBIT  APPROPRIATIONS. 

Mr.  BARRT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2168)  to  repeal  section  six  of  an  act  entitled 
'*An  act  making  ap|>ropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 
1870  ;'*  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRIVATB  LAND  CLAIMS  IN  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  SHELDON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2164)  requiring  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  investigate  and  report 
upon  the  unconfirmed  private  land  claims  in 
the  State  of  Louisiana^;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Private  Land  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

DONATION  TO  SHRBVBPORT,  LOUISIANA. 

Mr.  MOREY  intiodaced  a  bill  (Hw  R.  No. 
2156)  to  donate  certain  property  9f  the  United 
States  to  the  city  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  for 
educational  purposes ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

A8BURT  DICKIN8. 

Mr.  MAYNARD  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  R.  No.  120)  referring  the  claim  of 
Asbury  Dickins  to  the  Court  of  Claims ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  seeond  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Clatas,  and,  with  the  accom- 
panying papers,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIB8. 

Mr.  BECK  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2166)  to  relieve  John  Blaine,  George  W.  Cox, 
and  Edward  Strong,  of  Kentucky,  from  the 
political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Un  ted 
States ;  which  was  read  a  first  aud  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  bo  printed. 

SARAH  A.  TURNBR. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution (H.  R.  No.  121)  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  order  to  be  paid  the  claim  of 
Sarah  A.  Turner,  a  loval  citizen  of  Tennes- 
see ;  which  was  read  a  nrst  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

W.  B.  BAYLBSS. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  also  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  (H.  R.  No.  122)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  audit  and  pay  the  claim 
of  W.  B.  BaylcBS,  a  loyal  citizen  of  Nashville. 
Tennessee  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  secona 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

B.  W.  H.  RBAD. 

Mr.  V00RHEE8  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2167)  providing  for   the    settlement  of 


the  accounts  of  Captain  E.  W.  H.  Read  while 
acting  as  assistant  quartermaster  in  Texas  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

BNPORCSMBNT  OF  THB  LAWS  IN  UTAH. 

Mr.  VOORHEES  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2168)  to  aid  the  enforcement  of  the 
laws  in  the  Territory  of  Utah ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

HART  A.  KINQ.       • 

Mr.  TYNER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2169)  granting  arrears  of  pension  to  Mhrj  A. 
King ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions 
with  accompanying  papers,  aud  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


» 


AMBRICAN  '*LAW  TIBfBS  '  COMPANY. 

Mr.  MANSON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2160)  to  incorporate  the  American  Law  Times 
Company  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,'  referred  to 
ihe  Committee  for  the  District  of  Colombia, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BRIDQB  ACROSS  THB  MISSISSIPPI  RITBR. 

Mr.  HAWLEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2161)  to  authorize  the  construction  and 
maintenance  of  a  bridge  over  the  Mississippi 
river,  between  the  city  of  Warsaw,  in  Hancock 
county,  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  city  of  Alex- 
andria, in  Clark  county,  State  of  Missouri,  and 
to  establish  the  same  as  a  post  voute }  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

T.  P.  ROBB. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  introdeoed  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2162)  for  the  relief  of  T.  P.  Robb,  of 
Savannah,  Georgia;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BNTRIBS  UNDBR  GRADUATION  ACT. 

Mr.  HAVENS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2163)  to  confirm  and  legalize  certain  entries 
of  lands  under  the  graduation  act ;  which  waa 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

BBTSBT  LOOMIS. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2164)  granting  a  pension  to  Betsey 
Loomis;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolu- 
tionary Pensions  and  War  of  1812,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

SBBBOTOAN,  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  WALDRON  presented  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  urging  an 
appropriation  for  the  completion  of  a  harbor  of 
renige  at  the  mouth  of  Sheboygan  river ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Conamittee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHIPPEWA  INDIANS,'  MICHIGAN. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2165)  for  the  relief  of  TAnse  and 
Vieux  Desert  bands  of  Chippewa  Indians,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DI8A BILITIIS. 

Mr.  CONNER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2166)  to  remove  the  political  disabilities  of 
certain  citizens  of  the  State  of  Texas;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

SAW-MILL  OWNBKS. 

Mr.  COTTON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2167)  for  the  protection  of  owners  of  saw- 
mills on  the  Mississippi  river ;  which  was  read 
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a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

8RTTLBRB  ON  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  PALMER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2168)  for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  on  the 

public  lands  I  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 

.ond  time,  reierred  to  the  Committee  on  the 

Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DUVAN  T.  HUNT. 

Mr.  PALMER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2169)  for  the  relief  of  Duvan  T.  Hunt,  late 
a  soldier  in  the  fourth  regiment  Iowa  cavalry  ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  FRACTIQNAL  CURRENCY. 

Mr.  McCRARY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2170)  to  provide  for  withdrawing  from 
circulation  the  fractional  paper  currency  now 
in  use  and  for  supplying  its  place  with  silver 
coin  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banking  and 
Currency,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORSON  TOUNQ. 

Mr.  McCRARY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
H.  No.  2171)  for  the  relief  of  Orson  Young; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  with 
the  accompanying  papers  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

JOHN  CARSK. 

Mr.  McCRARY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2172)  for  the  relief  of  John  Carite; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  with 
the  accompanying  p-xpers  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Otfice  and  Post  Roads,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

D.  K.  SAROKNT. 

Mr.  WALDEN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2178)  for  the  relief  of  D.  K.  Sargent,  of  Powe- 
shiek connty,  Iowa ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  with  the  accompanying  papers 
referred  tQ  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INDIANS  IN  ARIZONA. 

Mr.  COGHL  AN  presented  a  joint  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  California, 
relating  to  Indian  affairs  in  the  Territory  of 
Arizona. 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Arizona.  I  ask  that 
the  joint  resolution  be  read. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read. 

Mr.  C06HLAN.  I  move  that  it  be  referred 
io  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  think  it  should  go  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  COBURN.  It  should  properly  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  as  it  refers 
to  operations  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  I  think  it  should  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Coohlan  was  agreed  to. 

INDIANS  IN  ALASKA. 

Mr.  COGHLAN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2174)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  take  jurisdiction  over  the  people 
of  Alaska  called  Indians,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
timOy  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SHIP-CANAL. 

Mr.  DUNNELL  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Minnesota,  askincr  for  an 
appropriation  for  the  construction  of  a  ship- 
canal  around  the  falls  of  Niagara  on  the 
American  side :  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

HOMBSTEADS  FOR  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  DUNNELL  also  presented  a  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  Minnesota,  relative  to 


soldiers*  homesteads ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

J.   FRANK  MCDOWELL. 

Mr.   LOWE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2176)  for  the  relief  of  J.  Frank  McDowell; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re* 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHARLES  W.  WILLEY. 

Mr.  LOWE  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2176)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  W.  Wil- 
ley ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  td  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.' 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  McGREW  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2177)  for  the  removal  of  the  political  disabil- 
ities of  certain  persons  named  therein ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

BKIDQE  ACROSS  THE  MISSOURI  RIVER. 

Mr.  TAFFB  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2178)  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  bridge 
across  the  Missouri  river  at  Rulo,  Nebraska ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

UTAH  TERRITORY. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah,  presented  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Utah,  praying  for  an  amendment  to  the  organic 
act  of  that  Territory ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

U.  R.  CK08BTE. 

Mr.  GARFIELDB.  of  Washington,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2179)  for  the  relief 
H.  R.  Crosbie ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed*. 

OLTMPIA    AND    CHEHAL18  YALLET  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  GARFIELDE,  of  Washington,  also 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2180)  to  incor- 
porate the  Olympia  and  Chehalis  Valley  rail- 
road ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

VIRGINIA  H.  f.  OUSACK. 

Mr.  CHAFFEE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2181)  granting  a  pension  to  Virginia  M. 
F.  Ciisack ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHARLES  MAY. 

Mr.  MERRITT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2182)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  May ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

UNIVERSITY  IN  MONTANA. 

Mr.  CLAGETT  presented  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  Montana  Territory, 
praying  for  a  grant  of  land  by  Congress  for  the 
establishment  of  a  university  in  that  Territory ; 
which  v^as  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS  IN  MONTANA. 

Mr.  CLAGETT  also  presented  a  joint  res- 
olution of  the  Legislature  of  Montana  Ter- 
ritory, praying  for  authority  to  grant  tempo- 
rary leases  of  school  lands  therein  as  an  aid 
to  public  schools ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

FEDERAL  SALARIES  IN  MONTANA. 

Mr.  CLAGETT  also  presented  a  joint  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  Montana  Territory, 
praying  for  an  increase  in  the  salaries  of  Fed- 
eral  officials  in    that  Territ-ory;   which   was 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territoritis, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BANK  NOTES  VOR  THE  TERRITORIES. 

Mr.  CLAGETT  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2183)  to  provide  for  an  increase  of 
$5,000,000  of  national  bank  notes,  the  same 
to  be  distributed  among  the  several  Territo- 
ries ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  tinif, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banting  acd 
Currency,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SETTLERS  IN  W14(D  RIVER  VALLEY,  WYOMI5G. 

Mr.  JONES  introduced  a  joint  resoluhoa 
(H.  R.  No.  123)  for  the  relief  of  Tilford 
Kutch,  W.  P.  DaTidson,  and  other  settlers 
in  Wind  River  valley,  Wyoming  Territory; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  rt- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FORT  BRIDGBR  MILITARY  RB3BRTATI0X. 

Mr.  JONES  also  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution (H.  R.  No.  124)  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain settlers  upon  the  military  reservation  of 
Fort  Bridger,  Wyoming  Territory  ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  ihe 
Committee  on  'Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

BRIDGE   ACROSS    EASTERN    BRANCn    POTOMAC. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2184)  to  authorize  the  coostmctiun  of  s 
substantial  iron  or  masonry  brid^^e  across  the 
eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac,  at  or  oesr 
the  present  Anacostia  bridge;  which  wu 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

SUPERINTENDENTS  NATIONAL  CSMBTKRIBS. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  also  introduced  a  bill  ;E 
R.  No.  2185)  to  &X.  the  salaries  of  supeiin- 
tendents  of  national  cemeteries;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ORDER  OP  BUSINESS. 

T^e  SPEAKER.  The  States  and  Territo- 
ries having  been  called  for  bills  on  leave  aod 
joint  resolutions,  they  will  next  be  called  for 
resolutions,  and  the  pending  bill  under  tbis 
call  is  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1647)  supplements! 
to  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  protect  all  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  in  their  civil  rights, 
and  to  furnish  the  means  for  their  Tindication/' 
The  pending  question  is  on  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  NiblaccJ 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ELDRED6E.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  yeas  and  nays  have 
been  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 

in  the  negative — ^yeas  78,  nays  99,  not  voting 

68 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Acker.  Archer,  Arthar.  Beck, 
Bigffs,  BraxtoD,  Brisbt,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Cmrroli. 
Coghlan,  Conner.  Cox,  Crebs,  Chritoher.  Cros^land. 
Doz,  Du  Bose,  Duke.  Eldredce,  Henry  D.  F**iitr, 
Garrett,  Golladay,  Qriffith,  Ualdeman.  Uaoevck. 
Handloy,  Uanks,  Harper,  John  T.  Harris.  Herefori. 
Herndon,  Ilibbard,  Holman,  Hoagbton,  Kendall. 
Kerr,  King,  Lamisoo,  Lewis,  Maoson.  MarshaJi. 
McCormick,  MoUenry.  Molntyre,  MoKinney,  M**- 
Neely,  Benjamin  F.  Meyerx,  Niblaek.  Hocea  W. 
Parker.  Eli  Perry,  Randall.  Read,  Edward  Y.  Bice. 
John  M.Rioe,  Ritchie,  William  R.  Roberts,  Rogen^ 
Sherwood,  Shober,  Slater,  R.  Milton  Speer.  Swaon, 
Terry,  D  wight  Townsend.  To  thill.  Van  Trump, 
Vauffhan.  Warren,  Wells.  Whitthorne,  Winohesttfr. 
and  Wood— 73. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ambler.  Averill.  Banks.  Barber. 
Barry.  Beattsr.  Beveridge,  Bigbf,  Baekley.  BiiSb> 
ton,.Barohard,  Burdett.  Benjamin  F.  Batler,  Cobb, 
Coburn.  Conger,  Cotton.  Creely,  Crocker,  Darrtll. 
De  Large,  Donnan.  Dunnell.  Eames.  Elliott,  Fara»* 
worth,  Finkelnburg.  Charles  Foster.  Wilder!).  f<^ 
ter,  Frye,  Uale,  Ualsey,  Harmer,  Qeorge  E.  Harri*. 
Havens,  Hawley,  Hay,  Hays,  Gerry  W.  Haseltos. 
John  W.  Haselton,  Hill.  Hooper,  Kelley.  Lamport. 
Lansing.  Lowe.  Maynard.  MeCrary,  McOrew.  Mc- 
Junkin.  Mercur,  Merrtam.  Monroe,  Moore.  Morc^. 
Morphis.  Leonard  Myers.  Negley,  Orr,  Paeksro. 
Palmer.  Isaac  C,  Parker.  Peck,  Pendleton.  Plat'. 
Polfind.  Porter.  Prindle.  Rainey.  Ellis  H.  Robcr:'. 
Rask,  Sargent,  Sawyer.  Sesaioo*.  Shanks.  Sheld-  r. 
I  H.  Boardman  Smith,  John  A.  Smith,  Wortbinj^^a 
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G.  Smith,  Snyder.  Spragae,  Starkweather.  Steren- 
80D.  Stoughton^covrell,  Thomas.  Turner.  Twicbell, 
Tyner.  Upson,  Wakeman,  Walden,  Waldron,  Wal- 
lace. Wheeler^  Whiteley.  Willard,  Williams  of  Indi- 
ana, and  John  T.  Wilson— 99. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Adams,  Amos.  Barnum, 
Bell,  Btnrbam.  Bird,  Austin  Blair,  James  G.  Blair, 
Boles,  George  M.  Brooks,  James  Brooke,  Roderick  R. 
Butler.  William  T.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Comingo, 
Davis.  Dawes,  Dickey.  Duell,  Ely,  Farwell.  Forker, 
Garfield.  Gets,  Goodrich,  Uambleton,  Hoar,  Kellneg, 
Ketcbam,  Ktliineer,  Kiosella.  Leaoh.  Lynch,  Mo- 
ClellandtMcKee^errick,  Mitchell,  Morgan,Packer, 
Perce,  Aaron  F.  Perry,  Peters,  Potter,  Price,  Robin- 
son, Roosevelt,  Scofield.  Seeley.  Sbeltabarger,  Shoe- 
maker. Slocum.  Sloss.  Snapp.  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Ste- 
▼ene.  Storm,  Strong,  St.  John,  Sutherlaoa.  Sybher, 
Taffe,  Washington.  Townsend,  Voorhees.  Waddell, 
Walls.  Williams  of  New  York.  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson, 
and  Young— 68.  . 

So  the  Hoase  refused  to  lay  the  bill  upon 
the  table. 

Durinff  the  yote, 

Mr.  STORM  stated  that  he  was  paired  with 
his  coUeaioiey  Mr.  TowMSRNDf  who  would  vote 
iti  the  negative,  while  he  himself  would  vote  in 
the  affirioatiYe. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia,  stated  that  he  was 
paired  with  his  colleague,  Mr.  Prick,  who 
would  Tote  in  the  affirmative,  while  he  him« 
self  would  vote  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  ARCHER  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Hambletok,  who  would  vote  in  the  affirmative, 
was  paired  with  Mr.  Perce,  of  Mississippi,  who^ 
would  vote  in  the  negative. 

The  vote  was  then  announced  as  above 
recorded. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  has 
now  expired. 

UORACE  B.  SHBPARD,  OP  INDIANA. 

Mr.  N I  BLACK.  Mr.  Speaker,  some  ten 
days  ago  the  Committee  of  Claims  reported  a 
bill  fQ.  R.  No.  857)  for  the  relief  of  Horace 
B.  Snepard,  of  Indiana,  which,  on  the  point  of 
order  that  it  contained  an  appropriation,  was 
sent  bjr  decision  of  the  Speaker  oro  tempore — 
not  the  regular  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives— to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  on  the  Private  Calendar.  I  am  satisfied 
it  was  a  mistake,  and  I  am  authorized  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hoar,] 
who  made  the  point  of  order,  to  say  that  he 
Y10W  withdraws  bis  point  of  order.  I  move 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Indi 
ana  [Mr.  Nibi«ack]  asks  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  867)  for  the  relief  of  Horace 
B.  Shepard,  of  Indiana,  and  that  the  same  be 
now  brought  before  the  House  for  considera- 
tion.  The  bill  will  be  reported  for  information, 
after  which  objections,  if  any,  will  be  in  order. 

The  bill  was  read,  it  provides  that  there 
shall  be  refunded  and  paid  to  Horace  B.  Shep- 
ard, late  collector  of  internal  revenue  for  the 
first  collection  district  of  Indiana,  the  sum  of 
$1,006  75  for  beer  stamps,  amounting  to  that 
sum,  intrusted  to  him  for  sale  while  acting  as 
such  collector,  and  destroyed  by  fire  by  the 
burning  of  his  office  on  the  29th  day  of  March, 
1867,  and  which  were  charged  to  and  have  been 
accounted  for  by  him  iu  the  final  settlement  of 
his  accounts  with  the  Government. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  This  bill  was  reported  by 
the  Committee  of  Claims.  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  that  it  be  brought  before  the  House 
for  present  consideration. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  NIBLACK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BALTIUORB  and  POTOMAC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  move  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  to  pass  a  bill  to  confirm 
the  action  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  com- 


mon council  of  the  city  of  Washington,  desig- 
nating a  depot  site  for  the  Baltimore  and 
Potomac  Railroad'  Company,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  the 
Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad  Company 
shall  have  the  right  to  extend  its  tracks  from 
Virginia  avenue  along  Sixth  street  to  the  open 
groan'ds  between  Sixth  street,  B  street  no'rth, 
and  the  canal,  described  as  follows :  beginning 
at  the  southwest  corner  of.  Sixth  street  and  B 
street  north,  running  west  one  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  alonff  B  street  north ;  tbence  south 
eight  hundrecTand  two  feet  on  the  present 
line  of  the  canal ;  thence  east  one  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  to  the  line  of  Sixth  street ;  thence 
north  by  the  line  of  Sixth  street  to  the  place 
of  beginning;  and  the  said  company  shall,  so 
far  as  the  United  States  can  provide,  have  the 
right  to  hold,  use,  and  occupy  the  said  grounds 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing  thereon  a  pas- 
senger depot,  to  be  used  by  the  said  company 
for  passengers  and  express  freight  traffic,  and 
for  no  other  purpose. 

The  bill  furt.her  provides  that  the  said  prop- 
erty so  occupied  by  the  said  company,  together 
with  the  improvements  which  may  be  put 
thereon,  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  by  the 
District  of  Columbia,  the  same  as  other  prop- 
erty in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  be 
used  exclusively  for  the  support  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  District. 

It  provides  further  that  the  company  shall 
lay  no  more  than  two  tracks  along  Sixth  street, 
as  near  as  practicable  in  the  center  of  the 
street,  and  as  close  together  as  practicable  for 
trains  to  pass  over  them.  The  rails  used  for 
this  purpose  are  to  be  constructed  as  flat  rails, 
like  those  used  by  the  street  railroads,  so  as  to 
facilitate  wagon  and  carriage  travel  over  the 
same,  and  the  track  and  the  spaces  between  it 
are  to  be  kept  paved  with  some  suitable  mate- 
rial by  the  company,  which  is  also  to  pave  with 
proper  material  at  least  two  feet  outside  of  the 
track. 

It  is  further  provided  that  upon  the  opening 
of  a  carriage- road  through  the  public  reserva 
tions  and  crossing  Sixth  street  the  company 
shall  be  required  to  construct,  at  its  own  cost 
and  expense,  a  handsome  iron  bridge  of  ample 
width  and  height  to  enable  carriages  to  pass 
over  the  street  freely  and  without  danger,  in 
such  manner  and  at  such  place  as  the  officers 
or  other  persons  charged  with  the  duty  of 
opening  the  reservations  or  connecting  the 
same  as  a  public  park  shall  direct.  The  com- 
pany are  further  required  to  adapt  the  grade 
of  its  tracks  to  that  which  may  at  any  time  be 
determined  upon  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
.or  other  authorities  having  control  of  grades; 
but  such  change  of  grade  shall  not  be  made 
as  will  practidUly  interfere  with  or  destroy  the 
use  of  tne  depot  by  the  trains  of  the  company ; 
provided  that  the  company  shall  pay  the  own- 
ers of  private  property  along  the  line  of  Sixth 
street  and  Virginia  avenue,  by  which  the  said 
railroad  passes,  any  damages  which  said  prop- 
erty may  sustain  by  reason  of  the  laying  of 
this  track  along  Sixth  street,  and  the  assessed 
damages,  if  any,  shall  be  ascertained  in  man- 
ner and  form  as  provided  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  February  6,  1867,  entitled  '*An 
act  to  authorize  the  extension,  construction, 
and  use  of  a  lateral  branch  of  the  Baltimore 
and  Potomac  railroad  into  and  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia." 

It  is  provided  further  that  it  shall  be  nn- 
derstood  that  the  question  of  damages  referred 
to  in  the  bill  shall  be  confined  to  the  question 
of  the  appreciation  and  depreciation  of  the 
value  of  property  owned  along  the  said  street, 
and  also  that  the  railroad  company  shall  pay 
all  damages  for  which  the  city  of  Washington 
or  the  District  of  Columbia  or  the  United 
States  may  be  liable  to  private  property- hold- 
ers now  occupying  the  site  described  in  the 
bill  growing  out  of  their  being  required  to 
remove  their  property  from  the  same  and  sur- 
render their  right  Of  occupancy. 


It  is  further  provided  that  while  trains  are 
moving  to  and  from  Virginia  avenue  along 
Sixth  street  to  the  depot  the  company  shall 
keep  flagmen  at  the  several  street  corners  to 
warn  people  of  danger,  and  that  all  provisions 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common  coun- 
cil of  the  city  of  Washington  not  inconsistent 
with  the  bill  are  ratified  by  it. 

It  is  further  provided  that  the  act  of  Con- 
gress approved  March  8,  1871,  granting  a  site 
for  n  passenger  depot  to  this  railroad  company 
on  Virginia  aven\ie  is  repealed,  to  take  effect 
when  the  company  obtain  possession  of  the 
depot  property  on  Sixth  street.  The  bill  fur- 
ther provides  that  the  United  States,  by  act 
of  Congress,  shall  have  the  right  to  repeal  or 
modify  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  that  the 
track  of  the  company  shall  turn  out  of  Sixth 
street,  and  enter  the  depot  with  suitable  curva- 
tures at  the  south  end  thereof,  and  that  the 
depot  shall  not  extend  beyond  B  street  north, 
nor  shall  the  track  ever  extend  beyond  B 
street  north. 

The  question  recurred  on  sospending  the 
rules  and  passing  the  bill. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  ask  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  BE  ATT  Y.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  hope  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Beattt]  will  not  insist  on  that  motion 
until  I  make  a  suggestion  to  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Starkweather.]  I 
wish  to  suggest  to  the  gentleman  thai  with  a 
view  to  breaking  the  dead-lock  in  which  the 
House  has  been  placed  for  some  time  he 
modify  his  motion  so  as  to  suspend  the  rules 
merely  in  order  to  bring  the  bill  before  the 
House  with  the  understanding  that  the  amend- 
ments to  be  considered  shall  be  confined  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 

(Mr.  PoLAKD,  J  and  that  of  the  gentleman  from 
llinois,  [Mr.  Crbbs.I 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Does  the  gentleman  mean 
without  debate  ? 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  I  would  suggest  that  to 
the  offerer  of  each  amendment  tnere^  be  al- 
lowed,  say,  thirty  minutes  to  present  his  view. 
With  that  understanding,  speaking  only  for 
jnyself,  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  and  I  am  satisfied  <|uite  a  num- 
ber of  gentlemen  who  have  been  in  the  Oppo- 
sition will  vote  likewise.  Without  that  the 
result  will  be  that  we  shall  only  go  through 
again  the  whole  process  of  last  week. 

Mr.  STARKWIIATHER.  The  friends  of 
the  bill  think  they  ought  to  have  a  vote  on 
suspending  tlie  rules  and  passing  the  bill  as 

it  IB. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Then  I  understand  that 
the  overture  I  have  made  is  rejected? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  made  thatsame 
proposition  on  Thursday,  and  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  refused  it. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.    Propose  it  again  now. 

Mr.  COX.     I  am  prepared  to  object. 

Mr.  AMBLER.    I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  proposition  is  not 
accepted,  let  us  have  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
adjournment. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  not  object  to  the  arrange* 
ment,  provided  the  amendment  of  my  friend 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Beatty]  is  admitted  to  be 
voted  on. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  [Mr.  Starkweather]  will 
listen  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell,]  so  that  the  majority 
of  the  House  may  again  offer  to  the  minority 
the  same  proposition  as  I  submitted  on  Thurs- 
day, namely,  that  we  shall  vote  on  the  two 
amendments  of  the  minority  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  W.  li.  ROBERTS.  I  do  not  think  the 
time  proposed  to  be  allowed  for  debate  is 
sufficient. 

'  Mr.  CAMPBELL.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  will  uccept  my  proposition,  we 
would  have  the  whole  subject  disposed  of  in 
two  hours. 
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Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  made  the  pame 
{iroposiiion  diilinctlj  on  Thursday,  add  it 
made  do  dilfe fence  aa  regarded  the  progreM 
of  the  bill.  1  desire  a  vote  on  the  BDRpeaaioa 
of  tba  rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genii  eman  from  Cod - 
tfectiotitinmtanpoii  hi*  own  motion. 

If  r.  COX.  I  would  like  the  attention  of  the 
eentlemaii  from  Connecticat  to  aay  one  thing. 
Many  uembarB  aPe  paired  offto-day.  lamotie. 
A  iMtr-off  on  a  t«o-third«  vote  <a  two  to  ons. 
ItbinkitiaTwy  wrong  to  fbrce  thiibill  throDgh 
on  Hondar. 

A  If  naaa.  Why  did  you  pair  off?  [Laofch- 


r.  COS.    I  0 


aid  r 


:  help  it.     [Laogh- 


Ifar.  CAUPB&LL.  1  move  that  when  the 
HooH  adionrns  to-day  It  adjoaro  to  meet  on 
WedoeadH  next. 

The  SPEAKBEL  Tbe  Chair  cannot  enter- 
tain that  notion.  The  rnle  forbida  the  Chair, 
pending  a  mbtioD  to  suspend  tbe  rules,  to  en- 
tertKin  more  dian  one  motion,  whioh  is  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn.  The  Chair  will 
dit«ct  the  reading  of  the  mle. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows; 

"lot.  F«iI1d(  b  motina  to  taatwnd  Hi*  ralM  th« 
SpeakBrmmr  aatirtain  one  motion  thmt  the  Houa 
do  DOW  adjonra:  but  afier  tba  rBtnlt  tbaraon  it  aa- 

Hr.  BEATTY.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  my  motion. 

Thff  jeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  neftative — yeas  M,  nays  136,  not  Toting 
Mj  asfbllom: 

YKAS— Havr*.  Adua.  Arehar.  Arthur.  Baattr, 
B«h.  OamDball,  Can-nil.  Cofhlsn,  Do  Btat.  Duks, 
Haaooek.  BuidlBy.  Uuka.  Baraford,  UerndoD, 
Eibbard.  Holmui,  Eerr.  King,  Laxii.  McHanrr. 
Helntrra.  Halfaaly.  Harriok.  MoTay,  Read.  Jobn 
H.  Bhi*,  BIMbie.  Williani  B.  Roberu,  SUTani, 
StDim,  ewwin,  Tarrr.  Van  Tnimp,  Whittboma.  and 

tUYS-bnr*.  AoHer,  Ambler  Averill,  Banks. 
Barber.  Bwrv,  Ball,  Bifgi.  Anatin  Blur,  Braxton. 
BrifbU  Bookie]'.  BntBoton,  Buntett.  Benjerata  S. 
Sutler.  Rodailok  R.  Butler,  Caldvc)],  Cobb.  Cobarn. 
ConfOT,  Conner.  Cotton.  Orealy.  Criteber,  Crookar. 


So  the  Hoase  refused  to  adjourn, 
Tbe  question  recurred  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  STARKWEiTBBa  that   the   rules    be   bub- 
peaded  and  the  bill  offered  by  him  put  upon 

UrsTABK  WEATHER  called  for  the  yeas 
.and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered.  , 

The  question  was  taken )  and  there  were — 
yeas  llo,  nays  66,  not  *oting  69 )  as  follows: 

TBA8-Meur>.  Aoker.. Ambler.  Arerlll.  Bulk'. 
Bwbar.    Barry,  Bereiidce,    Bigbr,   Blcte.    Anetia 


Blair,  BafBoIon.  Bonbard,  Bnrdett,  Roderick  R. 
Buliet,Cobb.Con(ar.CoDDer  ,Callan,Ore«ly .  Crocker, 
Darrall.  De  Lufe,  Donnao,  Dbi.  Dunnall.  Kainea, 

Bldredse.  Bllloit.  F,,njvarih.  Farweli.  Cbirlea  Fua- 
ter.  Henry  D.  Foater.WildarD.  Foiter,  Frra,  Onrrelt. 
Uati.  OdIIuIiv.  QriSch.  Ualdarann,  Uala,  Ualaay, 
Hankl,  nuriDFr.  Uurper.  Ooorae  E.  Earri).  HawJer, 
ffara,  Ocrrr  W.  Buellon.  Hill.  Hooper,  UouEbton. 
Keller.  Kendall,  Lamiaon.  Lamport,  LanatOE.  LeMb. 
Lowe.  Maynaid,  UcCrerr,  MoJun^in.  MoKinne]'. 
Merour.  Benjamin  F.'Meren.  Moore.  Murer.'Uor- 

fbia,  Leooiua  Myare,  Neilay.Orr.  Palmer.  lauoC. 
arker.  Peek.  Fenjleton.  Petan,  Plait.  Porter, 
Prindla.  Kainey.  Bandail.  Bogera.  Kuak,  Sarieot, 
Sawjer,  Sealar,  SeuioDB.  Sbanka,  Sbaldoa,  Sber- 
wood,  SbobarTH.Boardman  Smith.  John  A.  Smith. 
Snyder.  R.  HiUon  Spear.  Tbomaa  J.Speer,  Siark- 
weatber.  StouEbton.  Stowel),  Saibarland,  Synber. 
Taffe,  Tbomaa,  Dnisbt  Toonsand.  Turner.  Tutbill, 
Tniobell.  VaaebaQ,  Vaorbeea.  Wakaman.  WalduD. 
Waldron.  Wallaoe,  Welle.  WbeMer.  and  Wllllami 
of  Indiana— lis. 

NAYS— Measni.  Adami.  Aroher,  Arthur.  Beatty, 
Beck,  Ball.  Bright,  Caldwell.  Campbell.  Cobarn. 
Cosblan.Crsbe.  Crilsher.  Croailand.  Dawea,  Du  Bo«e, 
Dnke,  Finkelnburt.  Uandlar, Jobn  T,  Uarrie,Ua>ena 
Hay,  UGreford,  Uerndim.  Qibbard.  Uolman,  Kart, 
KiBg.Lewi^MaoBon,  Manbill,  MrGrew,  Mi:IIenry. 
Melotyr*.  MaNeelr,  Herriam.  Mertiek,  Monroe, 
Aaron  F.  Perry,  EJl  Perry.  Polaod,  Road.  John 
M.  Kice.  BIlia  U.  Roborle.  William  R.  Roberu. 
Slater,  Slocum,  Stevens,  Sle»fnson.  Storm,  Swann, 
Terry,  Uraon.  Vsa  Trump.  WbltlborDa.  and  Wia- 
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lair,  Bo\ee,  Braiton.  Georre 
'ooba.  Buekley.  Benjamin  F. 
-  T.  Clark.  Freeman  Clarke, 
liskey,  Duell,  Ely.  Forker, 


darilol^.'Onadnclii  HambletuV,  Uaucnok,  i^,- 

Uaialton,  Hoar,  Kellois,  Katsham.  KUIIncer,  Kin- 
aella,  Lynob.  MoClafland,  UcCormiek.  MoKaa. 
Miiebell,  Morgan,  Niblaok.  Packard,  PaekerHoiea 
W.  Parker,  Peree,  Potter.  Price.  Edward  Y.  Klee, 
Ritebie,  Robinaon,    RoDaerett,  Sooflald.  Shallabar- 

5er.  Sboemaker.  Slow.  Worthington  C.Smith,  Suapp, 
praBue,S trout.  St.  John,  Washington  Townaeud, 
Truer,  Waddeir.Walla- Warren.  Whiteley,Will«rd, 
Willlama  of  New  York,  Jaremiab  M.  Wilaon.  Jobn 
T.  Wilean,  Wood,  and  Youaa-W. 

So  ((wo  thirds  Totiug  in  favor  thereof)  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  (H.  U.  Mo. 
218T)  was  passed. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  said:  Upon  an j 
majority  vote  in  connection  with  this  bill  I  am 
paired  with  Mr.  8coyiR!J>,  of  PeiinsylTania. 
Upoa  this  question,  requiring  a  two -thirds 
vote,  I  am  also  paired  with  Mr.  Kri.ixhw,  of 
ConneciicoU  If  those  gentlemen  were  here 
they  would  vote  in  tbe  afhrmatiTe,and  I  would 
foie  io  tbe  negative. 

Mr,  MIBLACK.  For  to-day  I  am  pired 
with  Mr.  McClbllanb,  of  Pen nsj Ivan ia.  I 
would  otherwise  vote  agaiost  this  measure  in 
all  its  forms,  and  he  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr,  BRAXTON.  Onthtsbilllampairedwitb 
Mr.  Shoeuaeeb,  of  Pennsylvania,  who  would 
vote  "ay,"  if  here,  and  1  would  vote  "no." 

Mr.  SUOBEK.  My  collaague,  Mr.  Wad- 
DRLL,  is  paired  with  Mr.  Davis,  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, Both  are  absenL  If  my  colleague 
were  bere  be  would  vote  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  CARROLL.  Idesire  to  slate  that  lam 
paired  upon  all  questions  relating  to  this  bill 
with  my  colleague,  Mr.  Willums,  of  New 
York.  If  he  were  here  he  would  vote  "ay," 
and  I  would  vote  "no." 

Mr.  BUCKLEY.  I  desire  to  slate  that 
upon  this  question  I  am  paired  with  Mr.  Uam- 
Bi.KTOH,  of  Maryland.  If  he  were  here  he 
would  vote  "no,"  and  I  would  vole  "ay." 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Illinois.  On  this  question  I 
am  paired  with  Mr.  Bihoham.  If  present  he 
would  vole  "ay,"  and  I  would  vote  "no." 

Mr,  McCORHICK.ofMiBBouri:  lam  paired 
with  Mr.  Ketcbam,  who  would  vole  "ay"  if 
present,  and  1  would  vote  "no." 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  paired  with  Mr.  Rillih- 
OBR,  who  wonld  vote  "ay"  if  present,  and  I 
would  vote  "no."  I  ought  to  have  paired 
with  two  persons,  and  lose  half  a  vote  by  not 
having  done  so.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I 
am  in  tbe  same  predicament.  I  have  paired 
with  but  one  person,  Mr.  Towksekd,  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who,  if  present,  would  vote  for  this 
bill  and  I  wonid  vole  against  IL 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  desire  to  state  that  Mr. 
Wilson,  of  Indiana,  my  colleagae,  is  paired 
with  Mr.  GooDBiCB,  of  New  York.    Hr,  Wii- 


son,  if  present,  would  vole  "no,"  and  Mr. 
QooimiCH  would  vole  "ay." 

Mr.  WILLARD.  On  this  auction  1  am 
paired  with  Mr.  Ames  and  Mr.  Hoar,  of  Ms<ra- 
cbuHeits.  If  ibej  were  here  I  undersiand  ibat 
thay  would  vote  "ay,"  and  I  would  vote  "no.'' 

Mr.  SPRAGUE.  On  this  question  ]  am 
--'-"-'-  Mr.  Packer,  who,  if  present,  woald 


ay, 


Lud  Iw 


uldv< 


Hr.  HANCOCK.  On  this  qnestion  I  tm 
paired  with  Mr.  Slobs;  if  present  be  woold 
vale  *'  ay"  and  I  would  vote  "  no."^ 

The  result  of  tba  vote  was  then  announced 
OS  above  recorded. 

HESBAOK  FROM  TUB  FUESIDKNT. 

A  message  in  writing,  from  the  PresidrDt 
the  United  States,  was  communicated  to  tba 
Hoase  by  Mr.  UoRXCi  Pobtek,  his  Pririte 
Secretary,  who  also  informed  the  House  that 
the  President  had  approved  and  signed  bilU 
of  tbe  House  of  the  following  titles  : 

An  act  {H.  R.  No.  284}  to  pay  William  P. 
PrestoD  a  sum  therein  named  ; 

An  act  ( H.  R.  No.  685)  to  change  the  nana 
of  the  jacht  Lois  to  that  of  Sea-Wiichi 
and  to  change  tbe  name  of  the  yacbt  WiUian 
H.  Tweed  to  that  of  Julia ;  and 

An  act  (H,  R.  No.  896)  granting  m  peasio* 
to  Hannah  Pray. 

UESSAGE  FBOM  TBK  BINATB. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Hr.  SiNr- 
SON,  one  of  their  clerks,  waa  comnQnicaied 
to  the  House  announcing  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  without  amendment  a  bill  of  the 
House  of  the  following  title: 

A  hilt  (H.  R.  Mo.  1664)  to  change  tbe 
location  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Seneca, 
State  of  Illinois,  to  the  city  of  Morrie,  IllinoiL 

Tbe  message  further  aunonaced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  with  amendmenla,  in  wbiek 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  was  requealad. 
bills  and  a  joint  resolution  of  (be  Honae  of  the 
following  titles: 

A  bill  (U.  R.  No.  1228)  for  the  relief  of 
R.  Nelson  Gere ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1637)  to  repeal  exisUng 
duties  on  lea  and  coffee :  and 

A  joint  resoluUon  {H.  R.  No.  117)  to  aa- 
thorize  the  erection  of  a  colossal  atatue  to 
the  late  Admiral  Farragut. 

JAHBS  T.  JOHH8TON. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  Slates : 
To  iSi:  Bovtt  al  S«pr»enf nii'vo  .■ 

I  return  herewith,  for  the  further oooslderatioB of 
Cong r«,  Haua  bill  No.  1867.  an  aet  for  tbe  r^irf 
of  JiilDEi  I.  Jobnalon.  HilbuDt  mr  approval,  for 
the  reason  tbat  the  recorde  al  the  TrvHorr  Dcpart- 
mBUt  abDw  tbat  the  lot  aold  in  the  name  of  J.  T. 

Virginia, 'for  laxea  due  the  United  Statw,  ia  nui- 
berod  1^  ioitaad  of  IS}.  M  represented  in  tbi*  bill. 

bai  of  tha'Tt'lha"  la  no  tB«iM"wh?'So''hW*ak'^d 


There  was  no  olq'ec^ou ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

lUPHIBONMINT  OF    DR.  J.    B.   BOWARK. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  Hoaaa 
a  message  from  tbe  President  of  tbe  United 
Slates,  transmitting,  in  answer  to  a  rasolation 
of  tbe  House  of  tbe  19tb  ultimo,  a  report  from 


the  Secretary   of   State,  with    aecompaaying 
papers,  relative  to  tbe  ImprisonmeDt  of  Dr. 
E.  Howard  by  the  Cuban  authorities. 


Mr,  RANDALL.  I  move  the  reference  of 
these  papers  to  tbe  Committee  on  Foreign 
AA'airs,  and  I  give  notice  that,  if  the  AiCis 
disclosed  by  these  papers  should  justify  ik,  I 
shall  introduce  a  resolution  demanding  that 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  Bball 
proteot  this  American  citiaen  in  his  rights  and 
sccara  his  liberty. 
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TheSPBAKEB.  If  iberebe  noobjeolion, 
the  com  muni  call  on  of  tha  PreEident,  with  the 
&ccompanjiiig  docainenU,  wtll  be  referred  to 
the  CommtUee  od  Foreign  Affikira,  aad  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

There  waa  no  objection  :  and  it  wu  ordered 
accord  inglj. 

aBORDIA  AHnVLORIDA  BOUND IRT-LI HI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McINTYRE,  bj.un&ni- 
mous  consent,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  (U.  R.  No.  48J  to  settle  and  quiet 
the  title  to  landg  along  the  boundary  line 
between  the  States  a(  Oeorgia  and  Florida, 
was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  tabic. 

The  amcuJmenl,  was  ruud  a.i  followa : 

lolineaeTea.  ifKr  tbsword  "eaafirm,"iDa«rt  "ao 
faras  the  UDitadStateibu  title  Ibcrsto." 

There  being  no  objection,  l.be  amendment 
of  the  Senate  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  MelNTYRE  moyed  to  reconsider  the 
Tote  by  which  the  amendmeat  of  the  SeDnle 
was  concurred  in;  and  also  moved  that  the 
tuotioD  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

tASSKNOKIta  OH  eTBAUSHIPB,  BTO. 

Mr.  TOWNSBND,  of  New  York,  by  unani- 
mons  consent,  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  21SB)  lo 
amend  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  (o  regulate  the 
carriage  of  passengers  in  steamships  and 
Other  retseU,"  approved  March  8,  1856; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  repeal  of  the  tfair- 
tceiitb  section  of  the  act  named  in  the  title, 
»&d  enacts  that  hereafter  each  and  every  col- 
lector of  cQBtams  to  whom  shall  be  delivered 
the  manifests  or  lists  of  passengers  prescribed 
by  the  twelfth  section  of  the  act  aforesaid, 
■hall  make  returns  from  such  manifests  or  lists 
of  passengers  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry 
of  the  United  States,  in  sucb  manner  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  that  officer,  under  whose 
direction  statements  of  the  same  shall  )e  pre- 
pared and  ptiblisbed. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  TOWNSBND,  of  New  York,  moved  ta 
reconsidertbevole  by  which  thebill  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  lo. 

INrOBMR&S. 

Hr.  MEBCtJR.  I  move  that  the  rales  be 
•■upended,  and  thaiabill  which  I  oow  present, 
entitled  "An  act  to  dispense  witb  informers  in 
the  internal  revenne  service,"  be  passed. 

Tbe  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  for  the 
repeal  of  all  laws  which  gire  to  informers  any 
portion  or  share  of  fines,  peoallies,  and  for- 
teitures  imposed  for  a  violation  of  the  internal 

Mr.  FINKBLNBUBQ.  This  matter  is  now 
Slider  consideratian  by  the  Commiuee  of  Ways 
and  Meant. 

Ur.  MERCUR.  It  hu  been  before  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  for  two  or 
three   Congresses  and  has  never  been  acted 

Hr'.  SPEBB,  of  Pennsylvania.  Thegentle- 
toan  from  Pennsylvania  ought  to  make  a  cor- 
rectioa  in  his  bill  by  siTiking  out  "  and,"  and 
inserting  "  or,"  so  it  will  read  ''  fines,  penal- 
tiea,  or  forfeitarea." 

Mr.  HBRCUB.  1  will  modify  the  bill  by 
•trikiog  out  "and"  and  inserting  "or." 

Mr.  COX.    I  hope  tbe  bill  will  be  again 

The  bill  was  again  read. 

Mr.  COX.  Why  not  include  the  easterns 
service  as  well  as  the  internal  service,  so  as  to 
include  all  the  moieties  granted  to  informers  7 
III  other  words,  why  not  make  a  general  law  7 
The  great  thing  to  be  reformed  is  the  customs 
service  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  DAWBS.  1  do  not  like  to  interfere 
with  the  buainesa  of  mjr  friend  from  Penuiyl- 


raoia,  and  really  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  have  been  spending  considerable  lime 
on  this  very  question.  They  have  bad  com- 
iDuoicalionswith  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
not  only  in  reference  to  tinea  and  forfeitures 
in  the  internal  revenue  service,  but  also  finee 
and  forfeitures  in  the  cosM ma  service.  I  sug- 
gest, therefore,  lo  the  gentleman,  unless  there 
be  some  imperative  need  for  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  to  let  it  go  over  for  tbe  present, 

Mr.  UBBCUB.  1  would  be  glad  to  oblige 
the  gentleman  from  Maesacbusetts,  but  this  is 
a  bill  1  presented  and  had  referred  to  that 
commitlee  during  the  Fortieth  Congress,  and 
1  have  iried  to  get  aclioa  on  it  ever  since,  but 
havo  tailed  to  do  so. 

Mr.  DAWBS.  I  am  not  responsible  for 
what  tbe  oomraittee  did  in  the  Fortieth  Oon- 
gress.bulin  the  Forty-Second  Congress,  where, 
unfortunately,  I  am  a  loember  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  they  have  devoted  a 
good  deal  of  lime  on  this  subject,  boliiing  very 
many  conferences  with  the  officers  of  tbe  Qor- 
ernment  as  to  the  beat  courae  to  be  pursued. 
If  my  friend  does  not  see  any  special  objection 
he  will  oblige  me  very  much  by  allowing  the 
bill  to  go  over  for  tbe  present.  I  do  not  wish 
to  interfere  any  more  than  I  can  help  witb  his 
management  of  the  business  of  tbe  Committee 
00  Corotaerce. 

Mr.  HBRCUR.  With  the  very  kindest  feel- 
ings toward  my  friend,  the  chairman  of  the 
Commiiteeof  Ways  and  Means,  1  must  decline 
to  yield  to  his  suggestion. 

Hr.  COX.  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
mistake  in  this  bilL     This  would  repeal  all 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  will  notdo  much  hurt 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  COX.  I  wish  to  go  farther;  I  wish  lo 
repeal  all  internal  revenue  laws. 

Hr.  DAWES.  Tbig  repeals  all  laws,  and 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  wishes  to  go 
further.      I  do  not  know  where  he  would  go. 

Mr.  COX.  Here  it  is  proposed  on  aauapen- 
ston  of  the  rales,  without  discussion,  to  wipe 
out  some  two  hundred  pages  of  our  legislation 
on  this  subject. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Having  made  my  appeal 
nnsuccesefully  to  the  geutleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, I  now  make  it  to  the  Honse,  hoping  the 
mies  will  not  he  «uspended,  but  that  this  bill 
will  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  MBRCUR.     I  hope  not. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  tbe  bill  will  be  so  amended 
as  not  to  repeal  all  these  laws,  but  merely  to 
repeal  all  provisions  of  these  laws  allowing 
moieties  to  informers. 

Tbe  House  divided  ;  and  there  were — ayes 


86,  n 


>s51. 


BLAIR,  of  Michigan,  demanded  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  tbe  affirmative — yeas  127,  nays  48,  not 
voting  65 ;  as  follows ; 

TEAS— M««srs.  Acker,  Adamt.  Areher.  Arthur, 
AvarilL  Barry.  Beok,  Bell,  Beverldf  c  Bi«ca,  Aoilin 
Blair,  ^raxtoa.  Bciilit,  Bumntan,  S«leric\  fa.  But- 
ler. Caldwell,  Cumpbeli.  Carroll,  Coshlan.  Corner, 
CoaoBr,  Crebs.  Crwly.  Orllaber,  Cneiei,  Gnwiland. 
Doi,  Dd  Bog  a.  Dnke.  Dannell,  BsDes.  Bldrtdfa, 
Kly,  FarwBll.CiisrleiFgi<er,UenryD.  Voater.  Fira. 
aar[ett,aeti.  OnlladaT.Orlffitb.  Uatdvaui.Halier, 
Uueoek.  UMkdtM,  lluki.  Uarmer.  Uarpsr,  Qiarie 
U.  Earrii,  Jolm  T.  Uairis.  Uavlar,  Hay,  Qerry  W. 
UueltoD.  John  W.  UaiellDQ,  IlerBford,  Hsmdan, 
Hibbard,  Hill,  Helmsn.  UDDpsr.  Keadall,  Kins, 
LmbImd.  LaniiBC.  L«ob,  Lswu.  HaDion.  Muihall. 
HeCiarr.  McHeori,  Moiiityre.  HcJunkin,  UoKia- 
ney,  McNeolj,  Heron r.  Merrioli,  Bepjomin  F. 
Meyen.  Moore.  Uorty.  Morphit,  teonard  Uyen, 
14iblack.  Uoae*  W.  Parker,  Psok.  Feadletoti.  Eli 
Perry,  Paten,  Porter,  Prindla.  Rmobj  "---■-" 
Read  Kilw^tJ  Y.  Rice.  Jobn  U.  Rioe.  Ki 


er,  Slat 


im.  Job 


ey.  8hel( 


aon.  SloriD.  Stousbton.  Suiherlaad,  Swmdq.  I'sffe, 
Terry,  Tulhill.  Van  Trumn^  Vnuahan.  Voorbee.. 
W'ldBO.  Waldron,  Wnrteu.  Walli.  Wbi  utaorne,  Jobn 
T.  WitiBD,  Winelieiter.  and  Wood— 1:^. 

MAYS-Mbmh.  Baoka,  Barber,  Ucally,  Bigby, 
Baekley.  Burcbard.  Burdatt.  Becjaniln  y.  Butler. 
Cobb.Oibaru,  Culton,  iianai.Da  Lursa.  FarBiwarlb. 


So'(two  thirds  having  voted  in  the  aSrni- 
ative)  the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill 
(H.  B.  No.  21881  was  pasaed. 

During  the  roll-call  the  following  slatementa 

Mr.  COX.  If  nobody  objects  I  should  like 
to  say  one  word.  [  introduced  a  bill  at  tbe 
beginuingof  this  session  repealing  all  moieties : 
but  I  object  to  this  bill  because  it  repeals  all 
the  laws  upon  the  snbject.  I  withdraw  my  vote 
on  the  bill,  and  shall  not  vote  on  it  at  ail)  lest 
my  vote  should  be  misunderstood. 

Mr,  EERR.  I  ask  the  indolganoe  of  the 
House  to  permit  me  to  say  that  I  voted  againat 
this  hill  because  precisely  tbe  same  subject  is 

Sinding  before  the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and 
eans,  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a 
member,  and  has  been  referred  by  that  com- 
mittee lo  me  OS  a  sub- committee.  I  have 
been  preparing  with  great  care,  and  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Treasury  Depailmeot,  a  bill 
on  tbis  subject  to  cover  this  precise  ground, 
which  at  the  proper  ^me,  I  have  no  doubt, 
will  be  reported  lo  the  House.  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  repeal  of  the  moieiy  system. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  desire  to  say,  in  re- 
cording my  vote,  that  I  am  in  favor  of  this 
bill.  I  am  very  glad  to  get  rid  of  thig  corrupt- 
ing io9uence,  which  I  think  grows  out  of  this 
system  of  employing  spies,  Ac,  for  a  consid- 
eration.    I  vote  "ay." 

Mr.  BANES.  1  desire  to  say  that  I  have 
voted  against  the  bill  because  I  supposed  that 
my  eolTeagiie  [Mr.  Dawbs]  would  have  it 
referred  to  the  Commiltee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  stated  to  the  Hooae  aa  a 
reason  why  this  bill  should  not  be  urged  to  a 
passage  that  tbe  whole  snbject  was  being  con- 
sidered in  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
and  that  a  bill  is  being  prepared. 

Mr.  WOOD.  If  these  explanalions  are  in 
order,  I  desire  lo  make  some  remarks  myself. 
I  desire  to  ask  the  Chair  whether  this  is  in 
order? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is  not. 

Mr.  COX.  Would  it  be  in  order  to  move  a 
reference  of  the  bill  to  tbe  Committee  of  Waya 
and  Means? 

The  SFBAEBR.  It  wonld  not  pending  this 
vote,  the  result  of  which  tbe  Chair  will  now 

The  result  of  tbe  vote  was  then  announced 


lOHTB  WILKINS  AND  BOWtBD  lULITASV  HOAD. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  more  that  the  rales  be 
suspended,  and  that  tbe  CommitMe  on  the 
Public  Iisnds  be  discharged  from  tbe  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  (U.  R.  No.  678)  to 
extend  tbe  time  for  the  completion  of  ihe 
military  road  from  Fort  Wilhins,  at  Copper 
Harbor,  iu  the  Stale  of  Michigan,  to  Vort 
Howard,  at  Qreen  Bay,  in  the  Slate  of  Wia- 
consin  ;  and  that  the  same  be  now  paeeed. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  propose*  lo  extend 
the  time  lor  the  construction  and  completion 
of  the  military  road  from  Fort  Wilkins,  at 
Copper  Harbor,  in  tbe  State  of  Michigan,  to 
Fort  Howard,  at  Green  Bay,  in  the  Slale  of 
Wiscousiti,  until  the  Ist  day  of  Jannary,  1874. 
The  bill,  in  its  second  aection,  provides  thai 
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bU  graots,  rights,  and  privileges  cootained  in 
the  original  grant  be  continued  in  fall  force 
and  virtue  for  said  time. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  some  explanation 
will  be  given  of  this  bill  before  the  House  is 
called  upon  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  DUNNBLL.  I  will  state  that  this  bill 
has  the  approval  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands.  There  are  reasons  why  it  is 
desirable  that  it  should  be  passed  at  the  pres- 
ent  time.  This  road  from  Copper  Harbor  to 
Fort  Howard  is  two  hundred  and  ninety- five 
miles  in  length.  It  has  been  entirely  com- 
pleted save  thirty  miles.  These  were  in  pro- 
cess of  completion  during  the  last  season,  but 
the  contractor  on  the  road  was  interrupted  in 
consequence  of  the  extensive  fires  ana  other 
causes  in  the  State  of  Michigan  and  along 
the  line  where  this  completion  was  being  made. 
The  board  of  public  works  of  the  State  of 
Michigan  have  petitioned  that  the  time  be 
extended,  and  have  requested  the  delegation 
from  Michigan  to  urge  the  extension.  It  is 
but  an  act  of  justice.  The  State  has  done 
everythilig  it  could  do  to  complete  this  road, 
and  but  thirty  miles  of  the  two  hundred  and 
ninety  remain  to  be  completed.  The  time 
expired  on  the  1st  of  January  last. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  road  is  not  con- 
structed by  the  State,  I  believe  ? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  The  State  has  charge  of 
it.  It  contracts  with  a  party  who  acts  for  the 
State. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  ex- 
plain exactly  how  the  grant  is  appropriated 
and  who  has  the  benefit  of  the  lands  at  this 
time? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  The  contractor,  I  suppose, 
will  be  benefited  by  it.  Although  some  ninety 
miles  of  the  road  in  the  State  of  Michigan  are 
already  completed,  yet  the  lands  have  not 
been  patented  to  the  contractor,  who  has  acted 
ill  good  faith  to  complete  the  road,  which  is 
already  completed  save  thirty  miles.  He 
would  have  done  so  but  for  the  fire  which 
raged  in 'that  section  of  the  country  at  the 
close  of  last  year.  It  is  necessary  that  the  bill 
shall  be  passed  early  in  order  that  the  con- 
tractor may  be  enabled  to  engage  men  and 
go  on  with  the  work  which  he  has  heretofore 
carried  on  in  good  faith. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Have  all  the  lands  been 
granted  by  the  State  to  a  single  contractor  to 
construct  the  road ;  and  if  so,  on  what  terms? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  think  on  but  two  sec- 
tions of  the  road  from  Fort  Howard  to  the 
State  line  of  Wisconsin,  and  that  portion  of 
the  road  has  been  entirely  built,  and  the  lands 
have  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  General 
Government.  Thirty  miles  of  the  road  re- 
main to  be  built;  all  the  rest  has  been  built 
in  the  State  of  Michigan,  and  a  portion  of  the 
lands  have  been  passed  over  to  the  parties 
who  have  built  the  road.  A  certain  portion 
remains  undelivered,  the  time  having  expired. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  When  was  the  grant  finst 
made,  and  was  it  ever  extended  ? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  It  was  extended  once 
for  two  years.  The  gentleman  should  remem- 
ber that  there  are  but  six  months  or  five  months 
and  a  half  in  the  year  in  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan when  men  can  work  on  this  kind  of  work, 
and  as  a  practical  result  the  time  has  been  too 
short  for  completing  the  road.  They  are  acting 
in  good  faith. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  grant  was  first  made 
in  1869. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  1  think  an  extension  of 
the  grant  was  made  at  that  time. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  grant  was  originally 
made  in  1869,  and  the  extension  was  made 
three  years  ago.     I  would  be  glad,  for  the 

Gurpose  of  enabling  us  to  see  how  the  public 
itkdn  are  being  appropriated,  to  know  what 
kind  of  road  is  being  constructiid.  It  is  called 
a  military  road,  bat  I  suppose  the  term  is  in- 
tended to  express  a  thoroughfare.  What  kind 
of  a  road  is  being  constructed  ?  Is  it  a  dirt 
road,  or  is  it  a  macadamized  road  7 


Mr.  DUNNELL.  The  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan, [Mr.  Sutherland,]  I  have  no  doubt,  can 
give  that  information. 

Mr.  SUTHERLAND.  I  have  been  over  a 
portion  of  that  road.  It  is  a  tnmpike  rolkd  ; 
the  contractors- have  done  their  work  well,  and 
wherever  rocks  were  to  be  had  have  actually 
macadamised  iL  It  is  one  of  the  best  roads 
in  the  State  of  Michigan,  so  far  as  it  has  been 
constrocted. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  road,  as  far  as  boilt, 
is  built  from  the  northern  end  of  Lake  Supe- 
rior down  to  the  unsettled  portion  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  is  useless  until  it  is  completed  to  the^ 
settlements.  It  terminates,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  built,  in  a  wilderness  where  there  are  no 
settlements  and  no  people. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.     I  call  for  a  vote. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  (two  thirds 
voting  in  favor  thereof,)  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended, the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
were  disthar^ed  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  the  bill,  and  it  was  passed. 

KESIOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DI8ABILITIKS. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  desire  to  pass  a  little 
amnesty  bill.  It  is  a  bill  to  relieve  certain 
citizens  therein  named  from  their  political 
disabilities. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  allow  me  to  add  the  name  of  J.  B. 
Hodge,  of  West  Virginia. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  have  no  objection.  My 
colleague  [Mr.  Morey]  desires  to  add  some 
names,  and  a  number  of  other  gentlemen. 

Amendments  were  then  offered  by  several 
members. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  not,  in  any 
event,  permit  an  amnesty  bill  or  an  amend- 
ment to  be  offered  unless  the  same  is  dis- 
tinctly read.  The  Chair  desires  to  say  that 
in  the  case  he  referred  to  the  other  day  he 
was  subsequently  informed  by  the  Clerk  that 
the  bill  also  included  the  names  of  A.  0.  P. 
Nicholson,  of  Tennessee,  and  Isham  G.  Har- 
ris, of  Tennessee.  The  Chair  knows  not  who 
put  them  in,  though  he  doubts  not  it  was  done 
inadvertently. 

The  Clerk  then  proceeded  to  read  the  names 
of  the  persons  contained  in  the  various  amend- 
ments that  had  been  offered.  Afier  several 
had  been  read, 

Mr.  COX  said:  Mr.  Speaker,  is  there  no 
way  by  which  we  can  stop  this  mockery  of 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  not  use 
that  expression,  but  he  is  very  slad  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Coxj  has  seen  fit  to 
employ  it. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  What  is  the  plan  proposed 
in  regard  to  this  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  eentleman  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  Shbldoh]  oflrered  an  amnesty 
bill,  and  several  gentlemen  have  proposed 
amendments  thereto.  The  Chair  had  hoped 
that  after  the  previous  experience  of  this 
House  all  these  bills  would  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  which  commit- 
tee is  allowed  a  special  clerk  for  the  purpose 
of  alphabetizing  and  arranging  the  names  in  a 
bill  in  due  form. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  COX.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  will  move  that 
this  bill,  with  the  amendments*  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Allow 
me  to  make  a  single  suggestion.  The  Judi- 
ciary Committee  are  preparing  a  bill  with  sev- 
eral thousand  names 

Mr.  PETE  LIS.     Over  five  thousand. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  My  col- 
league on  the  committee  says  over  five  thou- 
sand. We  are  at  work  as  expeditiously  as 
we  can  to  get  the  names  of  all  who  have  ever 
applied  for  the  removal  of  their  disabilities, 
and  incorporate  them  all  in  one  bill,  which  we 
propose  to  report  to  the  House  as  soon  as  it 
IS  prepared. 


The  SPEA  KER.  The  Chair  desires  to  give 
notice  that  after  to-day,  unless  the  Commiitee 
on  the  Judiciary  shall  recomiDend  it,  the  Chair 
will  decline  to  give  the  floor  to  any  gentlemaa 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  a  bill  of  thia 
character. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  ask  unanimoas  con- 
sent of  the  House  to  be  heard  for  a  few  miDutcs 
in  reference  to  what  has  been  said  coDceming 
the  names  of  A.  0.  P.  Nicholson  aod  Ish&m 
G.  Harris,  of  Tennessee. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  leave  wu 
granted  accordingly. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.     I  desire  to  say  that  on 
a  former  day  when  many  names  were  presented 
to  the  House  to  be  incorporated  in  a  bill  for 
the  removal  of  disabilities,  I  had  prepared  & 
bill  containing  the  names  of  Mr.  Nicholson 
and  Mr.  Harris,  for  reference  to  the  Commii- 
tee on  the  Judiciary.  On  returning  to  mr  se&t, 
some  gentleman,  I  do  not  know  who,  offer^ 
an  amnesty  bill,  or  a  bill  for  the  remoT&lof 
political    disabilities,    and   the  Speaker  in 
nounced  that  any  member  who  wished  to  pre- 
sent the  name  of  any  person— *^  any  person" 
was  the  expression,  as  I  understood  ii--coald 
hand  it  in  to  be  incorporated  in  that  bill.   As 
I  had  the  bill  I  had  prepared  iu  my  h&nd  I 
handed  it  in  on  that  occasion.    I  will  state 
here  to  the  House  that  so  far  as  those  tto 
names  were  concerned,  I  did  not  know  all  the 
names  on  the  list  that  I  then  offered.    Ii  wu 
handed  to  me  that  morning.    I  did  not  kuov 
that  there  was  any  objection  from  my  portion 
of  the  State  to  the  naaie  of  Isham  G.  mnis, 
or  to  any  other  name  in  the  list;  I  did  not 
know  that  his  name  or  the  name  of  Mr.  Nichol- 
son was  obnoxious  to  the  House.    Indeed,  I 
did  not  know  that  the  name  of  Mr.  Kicholun 
was  iu  the  list.     I  knew  that  the  name  of  Mr. 
Harris  was  in  it,  and  after  I  had  copied  into 
the  list  th^  names  of  those  from  my  nortion 
of  the  State,  I  handed  the  list  to  my  colleAgne 
[Mr.  Bright]  for  the  names  from  his  portion 
of  the  State.   I  have  never  been  one  who  would 
endeavor  to  smuggle  through  this  House,  or 
anywhere  else,  the  name  of  any  one.    I  vm 
so  far,  as  all  who  know  me  will  believe,  from 
%ttemptingto  smuggle  through  the  Hoase  (be 
name  of  Mr.  Harris,  that  I  put  it  into  the  bitl 
I  at  lirst  intended  to  have  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on.  the  Judiciary.    I  did  not  kDOVtbai 
the  name  of  either  of  those  gentlemen  w^ 
obnoxious  to  this  House.    If  I  had  thought  for 
a  moment  that  there  would  have  been  any  ob- 
jections to  either  of  them,  1  would  have  bad 
them  read  and  reread.     I  understand  that  two 
amnesty  bills  have  passed  through  this  Hooie 
removing  the  political  disabilities  from  thoae 
two  persons  as  well  as  others,  and  I  do  aot 
see  or  know  why  their  names  should  be  kept 
out  of  sach  a  bill  any  more  than  the  names  of 
any  other  persons. 

.  The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  no  dwbi 
whatever  that  it  was  done  inadvertently.  But^ 
at  the  same  time,  he  woald  state  that  the 
House  in  passing  two  general  amnesty  hiiU 
distinctly  excluded,  not  by  name,  bat  by  tb« 

Srovisious  of  the  bill,  the  case  of  exSeoator 
fioholson. 

The  Clerk  continued  the  reading  of  the 
various  names  sent  to  the  desk  as  ameod- 
ments. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT.  I  would  like  to  offer  w 
amendment  to  this  bill.  , 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  mast  object  to  furlh«r 
amendments. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Is  this  proceeding  by 
unanimous  consent?  I  think  it  has  gone  w 
enough. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pendios  Qn«*»J°J' 
on  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules;  and  toe 
attention  of  the  Chair  has  just  been  called  to 
the  tact  that  one  of  the  names  sent  to  tbedess 
is  that  of  Percy  Walker,  who  was  confederate 
secretary  of  war.  '  ,  . 

Mr.  BUCKLEY.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  tbe 
gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr.  HaVDLSTJ 
whether  all  the  persons  whose  names  he  has 
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Bent  to  the  desk  have  a|:>plied  to  Congress  for 
a  removal  of  their  disabilities? 

Mr.  HANDLEY.  A  part  of  the  list  was 
furnished  to  me  by  Senator  Goldthwaitb, 
and  the  name  of  Mr.  Walker  appears  on  his 
list.  Jam  willing  to  have  that  name  withdrawn. 
All  the  persons  whose  names  I  put  on  the  list 
have  applied  to  me  to  secare  the  removal  of 
tl^ieir  disabilities. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY.  Do  I  understand  that  all 
have  applied  except  the  person  just  named  ? 

Mr.  HANDLEY.  All  have  sent  their  appli- 
cations to  roe  except  those  named  on  the  list 
which  was  furnished  to  me  by  Senator  Gold- 
THWA1TE,  and  they,  I  understand,  sent  their 
applications  to  him. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT.  Has  the  Clerk  reported  the 
names  from  South  Carolina? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  knows  nothing 
at  all  about  the  names. 

Mr.  HANCOCK.  The  Mr.  Walker  whose 
name  has  been  read  was  not  confederate  sec- 
retary of  war. 

Mr.  HANDLEY.  I  understaud  the  name 
of  that  officer  was  Leroy  P.  Walker. 

Mr.  FABNSWORTH.  Is  Walker  any  worse 
than  the  other  men  on  the  list?  I  suppose 
everyone  of  them  would  have  been  secretary 
of  war  if  he  could. 

Mr.  HANDLEY.     For  fear  of  some  mis 
nnderstanding,  I  withdraw  the  name  of  Mr. 
Walker,  although  I  know  he  is  not  the  man 
who  was  confederate  secretary  of  war. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  to  suspend  the  rules. 

Mr.  SHELDON.    Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Sheldon]  to 
allow  me  a  single  word  of  explanation.  I  do  not 
mean  to  oppose  amnesty  bills  ^  but  I  appeal  to 
g^entlemen  on  the  other  side  whether  it  is  not 
better  to  have  these  names  referred  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee  with  leave  to  report  at 
any  time.  In  this  way  the  names  may  be  more 
correctly  staled ;  for  frequently  in  bills  which  are 
passed  hastily  by  the  House  the  names  need  to 
be  corrected  afterward.  Whenever  any  mem- 
ber comes  before  the  committee,  and  says  that 
Mr.  A  or  Mr.  B  or  Mr.  C  desires  to  have  his 
disabilities  removed,  the  name  will  beincluded 
in  the  committee^  bill. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  understand  that  the  res- 
olution of  the  House  instructing  the  Judiciary 
Committee  to  report  a  bill  is  limited  to  such 
persons  as  have  petitioned  for  the  removal  of 
their  disabilities.  Now,  sir,  those  whose  names 
I  have  presented  have  made  their  applications 
in  letters  to  me,  and  some  of  those  letters 
relate  also  to  other  subjects  which  would  make 
it  improper  for  me  to  refer  them  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  We  do 
not  ask  that  such  letters  shall  be  referred  to 
our  committee ;  we  simply  ask  that  you  shall 
come  before  our  committee  and  say  of  certain* 
men  that  they  request  to  have  their  disabilities 
removed. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  have  no  objection  to  the  arrange- 
ment, but 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  say 
a  word.  Applications  from  members  for  op- 
portunities to  offer  amnesty  bills  are  very 
numerous.  It  is,  of  course,  improper  for  the 
Chair  to  show  any  partiality  in  this  matter. 
AVhen  he  admits  one  member  he  must  admit 
all.  Therefore  the  Chair,  when  allowing  the 
presentation  of  a  proposition  of  this  kind  by 
a  gentleman  from  Louisiana,  cannot  be  con- 
sistent nnless  he  allows  gentlemen  from  Geor- 
gia, from  Texas,  from  Alabama,  and  other 
States  the  same  privilege.  Any  other  course 
would  be  a  partial  administration  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  Chair.  After  the  action  of  the 
House  in  referring  this  matter  to  the  Judi- 
ciarv  Committee,  the  Chair  must  say  that  the 
method  of  proceeding  now  going  on  is  irreg- 
ular, and  he  has  done  his  best  to  discourage 
it.      He  thinks  that  the  course  suggested  by  the 


gentleman  from  Massachusetts  would  answer 
every  end ;  that  is,  the  reference  of  the  names 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  with  the  privi- 
lege of  reporting  at  any  time. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  hope  I  will  be  allowed 
one  word. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Is  it  not 
reconstructing  the  Reconstruction  Committee 
to  allow  them  to  report  at  any  time  on  these 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  merely  giving  the 
question  of  amnesty  to  the  committee  to  be 
reported  on. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  Will  it  be  offensive  for 
me  to  say  that  I  understand  the  practice  we 
are  now  going  through  with  originated  with 
the  Chair  himself? 

The  SPEAKER.  Precisely,  and  the  Chair 
has  already  so  stated.  It  arose  from  the  neces- 
sities of  the  case,  for  otherwise  one  gentleman 
would  get-up  and  exhaust  the  whole  day  in 
having  his*  name  put  through,  so  that  no  other 
member  of  the  House  could  have  an  opportun- 
il^.  As  a  matter  of  fact  no  member  of  the 
House  has  the  right  to  be  heard  in  reference 
to  amnesty  in  preference  to  any  other  member 
of  the  House.  The  Chair  would  not  under- 
take to  select  or  exclude  any  one.  If  it  be 
open  at  all,  it  must  be  open  to  every  one. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  do  not  blame  the  Chair, 
and  now  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and 
the  bill  be  passed. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
106,  noes  46. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
twenty-seven,  not  one  fifth  of  those  present. 

Mr.  .MAYNARD  demanded  tellers  on  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

Mr.  MAYNARD  demanded  tellers  on  the 
question. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

So  (two  thirds  having  voted  in  favor  thereof) 
the  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2189)  was  passed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  now  give 
notice  that  he  will  hereafter  recognize  no  gen- 
tleman on  an  individual  amiiesty  bill  except  it 
come  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  1  desire  to  ask  a  parlia- 
mentary question.  Under  what  rule  of  the 
House  does  the  Chair  give  that  notice? 

The  SPEAKER.  Under  the  wise  direction 
and  fair  construction  of  the  rule  or  order  of 
the  House  which  refers  individual  names  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  which 
gives  that  committee  certain  peculiar  privi- 
leges in  the  premises. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Speaker,  if  I  obtain  the  floor  by  his  recogni- 
tion, whether  I  do  not  then  have  the  right  to 
introduce  an  amnesty  bill  and  on  Monday  to 
move  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  have  the  bill  passed? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair,  of  course, 
only  gives  notice  that  he  will  not  recognize 
geutlemen  in  these  individual  amnesty  cases 
unless  the  report  comes  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  The  Chair  must  exercise  a 
wise  discretion  about  these  amnesty  bills. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  In  the  fair  discharge  of 
the  duties  of  the  Speaker  I  suppose  it  would 
be  in  order  to  recognize  a  gentleman,  and 
then  that  gentleman  would  have  the  right  on 
Monday  to  move  to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass 
an  amnesty  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  par- 
don the  Chair  for  saying  that  it  requires,  of 
course,  the  exercise  of  discretion  on  his 
part  on  Monday  as  between  the  two  sides  of 
the  House  upon  the  various  questions  pre- 
sented on  that  day.  It  is  important  the  Chair 
should  recognize  gentlemen  on  both  sides,  so 
as  to  promote  the  public  business. 

Mr.  RAN D ALL.     You  have  always  done  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  And  not  take  up  any 
mntters  abotit  which  there  iB  disinclination  to 


act.  The  Chair  exercises  his  discretion,  sub- 
ject to  the  general  judgment  aod  censure  of 
the  House  if  he  errs. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  The  Chair  will  under- 
stand me ;  I  did  not  mean  to  reflect  upon  him 
at  all. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  did  not  so 
understand  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  COX.  T  ask  unanimotlt  consent  to 
submit  a  resolution  which  will  hereafter  pre- 
vent all  this  trouble. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Heaolvtdt  That  the  Committee  on  theBuIas  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedlenoy  of  amend- 
ing the  latter  portion  of  Rule  ll5  by  iosertinir  after 
the  words  '*po8t  routes"  the  words  **or  a  bill  or 
joint  resolution  for  the  removal  from  persons  there- 
in named  of  the  disabilities  imposed  bj  the  four- 
teenth artiole  of  amendments  to  the  Gonstitation  of 
the  United  States,"  so  that  it  shall  read : 

But  the  Speaker  shall  liot  entertain  a  motion  for 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  or  Joint  resolution  for  the 
establishment  or  ohange  of  post  roates«  or  a  bill  or 
joint  resolution  for  the  removal  ifrom  persons  tbere- 
m  named  of  the  disabilities  imposed  by  the  four- 
teenth article  of  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  all  propositions  relating  there- 
to shall  be  referred,  under  the  rule*  like  petitions 
and  other  papers,  to  the  appropriate  committees. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.    I  object. 

TKBRITORIAL  BUBIIII88. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  sub- 
mit a  suggestion  with  reference  to  the  business 
of  the  House.  Reports  from  the  committee 
represented  by  the  gentleman  from  Nebraska 
[Mr.  Tatfe]  have  been  made  a  special  order 
for  to-morrow.  1  desire,  iince  the  appropria- 
tion bills  have  been  delayed  so  long,  tnat  that 
gentleman  will  allow  the  business  ot  his  com- 
mittee to  be  postponed  for  a  week  or  two. 

The  SPEAKER.  To-morrow^  from  half  past 
one  o'clock  until  the  hour  of  adjournment,  has 
been  assigned  by  order  of  the  Eiouse  to  busi- 
ness reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Ter- 
ritories. The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gar- 
field,] the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  asks  that  that  order  be  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  I  shall  not  object  to  the  post- 
ponement, and  should  prefer  that  it  should  be 
for  two  weeks  rather  th&n  one,  as  the  commit- 
tee have  various  bills  under  consideration, 
which  they  desire  to  report. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  he  no  objection, 
the  order  which  was  made  in  regard  to  busi- 
ness of  the  Committee  on  the  Territories  for 
to-morrow  will  be  made  instead  for  Tuesday 
two  weeks  from  to-morrow. 

Mr.  WILLARD.     Is  it  for  that  day  only? 

The  SPEAKER.  Yes;  for  that  day  only. 
The  order  will  be  made  noder  precisely  the 
same  restrictions  as  are  now  on  the  Journal. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so 
ordered. 

ADDITIONAL  JUDOK  I.V  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  BARRY,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro* 
duced  a  bill  (U.  R.  No.  2191)  to  provide  for 
an  additional  judge  of  the  (Juited  States  dis- 
tiict  court  for  the  State  of  Mississippi ;  whicb 
was  read  a  tirst  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

JUDICIAL  DISTRICT   IN  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

Mr.  PETERS.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
to  enable  me  to  report  from  the  Conunittee  on 
the  Judiciary,  aud  have  put  upon  it  passage, 
a  bill  to  establish  a  western  judicial  district  of 
North  Carolina. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  biU  will  not 
pass.  I  understand  that  it  proposes  to  create 
another  Federal  judicial  district  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  a  State  whioh  has  but  com- 
paratively little  business.  It  would  seem  that 
the  bill  is  sought  to  be  passed  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  a  temporary  exigency,  and  not  for 
any  general  purpose,  i  t  is  possible  that  at  this 
present  time  the  Federal  courts  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  may  be  incumbered  with 
business,  as  courts  are  everywhere  in  conse- 
queuce  of  business  growing  out  of  the  war. 
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But  it  is'verj  certain  that  there  is  nothing  in 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  commerce  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  to  warrant  the  estab- 
lishment of  more  than  one  judicial  district  in 
that  State,  one  district  having  in  the  past 
been  found  quite  sufficient. 

I  -would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  [Mr.  Peters]  that  the  principle  upon 
which  this  bill  is  based,  if  applied  to  the  Fed- 
eral judiciary  of  other  States,  would  require 
the  formation  of  many  additional  judicial  dis- 
tricts. An  effort  was  made  during  the  last 
Congress  to  form  a  third  judicial  district  in 
the  State  of  Ohio.  The  measure  was  clearly 
unnecessary.  It  passed  the  House,  bat  failed 
to  pass  the  Senate.  In  these  courts  the  busi- 
ness has  accumulated  under  the  present  inter- 
nal revenue  laws,  but  that  increase  is  onl^ 
temporary,  and  in  a  very  short  time  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Federal  courts  will  not  be  so  great. 
The  only  object  to  be  served  by  increasing  the 
number  of  these  courts  is  to  furnish  offices  for 
gentlemen  who  desire  to  be  provided  for. 

Mr.  PETERS.  This  bill  has  received  the 
approval  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  every  member  from  North  Carolina,  on 
both  sides  of  politics,  approves  of  it.  The 
committee  have  not  favored  these  bills  gener- 
ally. There  have  been  a  large  number  of  such 
applications  before  the  committee.  This  is 
the  only  one  they  have  favored  so  far.  North 
Carolina  has  but  one  judicial  district.  She  has 
an  immense  territory,  and  an  immense  busi- 
ness ;  and  the  committee  have  been  satisfied 
that  the  whole  circumstances  fully  justify  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  submit  to  the  gentleman 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Petebs]  that  it  is  manifest 
that  the  business  of  these  courts  will  from  this 
time  diminish  instead  of  increase. 

Mr.  PETEEIS.  I  ihink  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  Federal  business  is  rapidly  increasing 
in  all  of  these  courts. 

Mr.  MAYNAHD.     I  object  to  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  to  suspend  the 
rules  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  bill  will  not  be 
passed. 

The  question  was  on  suspending  the  rules 
and  passing  the  bill;  and  being  taken,  there 
were — ayes  98,  noes  27 ;  no  quorum  voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Holman  and 
Mr.  Peters  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  110,  noes  23. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays.  This  is  a  bill  creating  another  officer 
with  a  large  salary. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

So  (two  thirds  voting  in  the  affirmative)  the 
rules  were  suspended,  and  the  bill  (H.  K.  No. 
2192)  was  passed. 

CHKKOKKB  TRKATY  OF  1866 

Mr.  AVE  RILL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  bill  (H.  R.  No*  1496) 
to  carry  oat  certain  provisions  of  the  Cherokee 
treaty  of  1866,  and  for  the  relief  of  settlers  on 
the  Cherokee  lands  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  be 
passed. 

Mr.  COX.     I  move  that  the  House  adjourn. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  desire  to  say  in  regard 
to  this  bill  that  while  I  am  not  prepared  to 
express  any  positive  opinion,  either  for  or 
against  it,  1  would  like  to  examine  it  The 
motion  of  the  gentleman,  as  I  understand  it, 
will  come  ap  the  first  thing  after  the  morn- 
ing hour  on  Monday  next,  i  hope  he  will  not 
press  it  to-night,  but  will  give  way  to  a  motion 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  AVE  RILL.  I  would  simply  say  that 
this  bill  is  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of  the 
•Department  of  the  Interior,  and  has  been 
thoroughly  examined  and  considered  by  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

OISTBIOT  6F   OOLUMBtA  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  presented  the  petitions  of  sun- 
dry citizens,  residents  and  property- holders  of 


the  District  of  Columbia,  who  hold  no  office, 
and  are  not  interested  in  any  contracts,  that 
the  pending  investigation  of  the  Board  of  Pub- 
lic Works  and  government  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  may  be  terminated,  in  order  that  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  may  proceed  with  the 
improvements  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

INCOMB  TAX. 

Mr.  HILL,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2190)  to  abolish  the 
income  tax  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  waive  my  motion  to  allow 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations to  make  a  motion. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  pro- 
ceed to  business  on  the  Speaker* s  table. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  call  tor  tl^e  regular 
order. 

AMNKSTT  BILL. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  for  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  tp  report  an  amnesty  bill  at  any  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  ?  The 
Chair  hears  none. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  renew  the  motion  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  call  for  the  regular 
order. 

Mr.  ELDRED6E.  I  rise  for  the  purpose 
of  asking  to  have  a  limitation  put  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  so  that  its 
right  to  report  at  any  time  shall  apply  to  only 
one  bill.  I  do  not  want  them  to  have  the 
privilege  of  reporting  all  the  time.  I  want  to 
confine  the  rignt  to  one  bilL 

The  SPEAKER  The  Chair  cannot  go  back 
to  make  a  qualification 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  rose  in  time  to  make 
the  point,  and  I  wish  to  know  if  the  leave 
granted  by  the  House  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee to  report  at  any  time  would  cover  more 
than  one  Dili? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  rule, 
and  the  gentleman  will  pardon  the  Chair  for 
the  remark  which  he  made  earlier  in  the  day, 
that  some  time  since  the  Judiciary  Committee 
were  iustructed,  and  are  in  process  of  con- 
sidering, the  names  of  all  persons  seeking 
amnesty. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  know  that  to  be  the 
fact ;  but  I  do  not  want  the  committee  to  report 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  break 
up  the  practice  of  havins  a  general  scramble, 
if  he  may  be  allowed  the  expression,  for  the 
floor  on  Monday  afternoon  for  this  purpose. 
Therefore,  he  desires  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciarv  may  be  allowed  the  right  to  report 
an  amnesty  bill  at  any  time.  The  Chair  appre- 
hends there  will  be  no  great  trouble  about  the 
matter  if  that  right  sluill  be  given  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  There  may 
be  great  trouble,  for  it  will  give  the  Judiciary 
Committee  the  command  of  the  floor  at  any 
time. 

The  SPEAKER.  Well,  if  the  gentleman 
greatly  fears  that,  the  House  can  on  any 
Monday  suspend  the  rules  and  take  from  the 
committee  that  privilege.  But  the  Chair  does 
not  apprehend  anything  of  the  kind,  but  be- 
lieves It  will  result  in  a  great  saving  of  the 
time  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  When  I 
yielded  to  the  general  consent  asked,  I  sup- 
posed it  was  to  give  the  committee  the  rignt 
to  report  one  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  never  wishes 
gentlemen  to  be  deceived  in  regard  to  an 
understandiugf  and  will  again  submit  the 
question  as  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  What  is  the 
question  ? 

The  SPEAKER    The  Chair  was  about  to 


state  it.  It  is  that  the  rules  shall  be  so  sus- 
pended as  to  allow  the  Committee  on  the  Jodi 
ciary  to  report  at  any  time  they  maj  cboosetn 
amnesty  bill  or  bills,  it  being  anderetood  tbit 
should  this  proposition  prevail  a  sospeDsioo  of 
the  rules  on  Monday  aflernoon  for  auj  such 
purpose  will  not  hereafter  be  allowed. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  ask  for  a  diTisionof 
the  question. 

The  SPEAKER    That  is  not  in  order.   ' 

Mr.  RANDALL.  There  are  two  qaesUou 
presented  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  A  motion  to  saspend  the 
rules  is  not  divisible.  And  the  Cbair  an- 
nounces that  should  the  pending  propositioo 
prevail,  he  will  positively  declioe  to  recognize 
any  gentleman  on  a  Monday  to  move  a  sospeo- 
sion  of  the  rules  to  pass  an  amnesty  bill  in  u 
individual  case. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  May  I  be  allowed  to  igk 
why  the  Chair  will  do  that? 

The  SPEAKER.  Because  the  Chair  will 
regard  it  as  an  intimation  of  the  HoQse  tbaiio 
so  doing  he  will  be  carrying  oat  the  will  ofibe 
House. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  According  to  the  coo- 
struction  which  I  now  understand  the  Chair 
to  put  upon  the  proposition  submitted  to  Ue 
House,  we  are  called  upon  to  vole  to  gire  ike 
Judiciary  Committee  the  right  to  report  at  aoj 
time  any  number  of  bills.  Now,  I  presume 
there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  in  re^rd  lo 
allowing  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciarv  lo 
report  at  any  time  one  bill ;  I  believe  ihi: 
would  meet  with  the  unanimoas  approval  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  There  is  no 
objection  to  that. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Now  I  desire  that  ill 
the  names  shall  be  pnt  in  the  one  bill  that  tbe 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  shall  be  aothorixed 
to  report. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  a  matter  for  the 
discretion  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  It  is  time  that  fall  lod 
general  amnesty  was  granted,  and  I  think  tbai 
was  the  purpose  of  the  suggestion  that  the  com- 
mittee be  authorized  to  report  at  any  time. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  When  I 
made  the  proposition  I  had  in  my  miod  onlj 
one  bill.  But  it  may  require  a  bill  of  mn 
than  one  section,  because  there  are  quite  i 
number  of  names  in  former  bills  that  hare  to 
be  changed. 

Mr.  BLDRIDGE.  I  do  not  care  how  manj 
sections  there  may  be  in  the  one  bill 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butler]  wish  his  propo- 
sition to  be  understood  as  referring  to  one  bill 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  That  vis 
my  intention. 

Mr.  BECK,  The  proposiUon  of  thegenUe 
man  is  to  give  the  Committee  on  the  Judicajy 
the  right  at  any  time  to  report  ao  amnettjbiil 
Does  he  mean  by  that  a  bill  for  the  remoni 
of  disabilities  only,  or  does  he  mean  to  em- 
brace such  a  bill  as  he  reported  IsstGoare^* 
as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  necf^' 
struction,  with  pains  and  penalties? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachasetti.  Icsn- 
not  answer,  because  I  am  not  the  committee; 
if  I  were,  I  would  tell  the  gentleman.  1»? 
only  one  of  the  committee,  and  what  I  had  »J 
mind  when  I  made  the  jproposition  was  a  m 
for  the  removal  of  disabilities.  _ 

Mr.  COGHL  AN.  I  supposed  that  the  C<)0 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary  had  the  whole  pov^ 
over  this  amnesty  question.  Now,  if  this  r^^ 
ulatiou  is  made,  cannot  the  Committee  jn  in* 
Judiciary,  by  refusing  to  report  any  bill,  pw; 
vent  any  amnesty  bill  from  passing  the  Hoose. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  be  in  the  power 
of  the  House  to  instruct  the  committee  to  tt 
port  a  bill  J  and  the  gentleman  will  pw»* 
observe  that  that  power  can  be  exercised  by » 
suspension  of  the  rules,  and  the  same  vot^ 
two  thirds,  which  is  required  to  pass  a  d»u 
removing  the  disabilities  of  a  single  person 
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can  suspend  tlie  rales,  and  dierefore  no  pos- 
sible hardship  can  resalt  in  that  way. 

Mr.  BA.NI)A(jL.  I  desire  to  apprise  the 
Hoase  of  a  difficalty  that  will  resalt  from  giving 
this  power  to  the  comniittee.  We  will  prac- 
tically be  putting  a  lock  upon  our  mouths  and 
giving  the  key  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, thereby  prenreiiting  us  from  the  possi- 
bility of  removing  the  disabilities  of  a  single 
individaal  without  the  consent  of  that  com- 
mittee. As  suggested  by  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsini  [Mr.  Bldbbdge.]  the  resolution  of 
the  House  now  provides  tnat  the  committee 
shall  report  but  a  single  amnesty  bill. 
Mr.  ELDBEDGB.  Under  this  power. 
Mr.  BAND  ALL.  We  have  twice  passed  a 
general  amnesty  bill  and  sent  it  to  the  Senate. 
The  SPEAKEB.  The  Chair  does  not  un- 
derstand that  this  proposition  refers  to  general 
amnesty  bills,  but  to  bills  containing  particular 
names. 

Mr.  ELDBEDGB.     It  refers  to  the  bill 

which  the  Judiciary  Committee  is  authorized 

to  report  under  the  resolution  already  adopted. 

Mr.  BANDALL.     What  is  the  ueoesaity, 

then,  of  further  instructiou? 

Mr.  BUTLEB,  of  Massachusetts.  Because 
we  have  not  authority  to  report  at  any  time. 

The  SPEAKEB.  This  question  merely 
relates  to  the  right  of  the  committee  to.  report 
at  any  time.  The  Judiciary  Committee  can- 
not at  present  report  without  unanimous  con- 
sent, exceot  under  the  r^ular  calL 

Mr.  BANDALL.  But  in  agreeing  to  that, 
according  to  the  interpretation  which  the 
Speaker  puts  upon  the  action  of  the  House, 
we  deny  ourselves  the  right  of  suspending  the 
rules  on  Monday  to  pass  bills  relieving  any 
individuals  besides  those  that  may  be  named 
in  the  bill  of  the  committee. 
Several  Membeks.  Oh,  no. 
Mr.  BUTLEB,  of  MassachusetU.  Cannot 
the  bill  which  we  may  report  be  amended  in 
the  House  by  adding  any  name? 

Mr.  BANDALL.  Perhaps  it.  might,  but  on 
the  other  hand  you  might  call  the  previous 
question  and  prevent  amendments. 

Mr.  AVBBILL.  I  object  to  any  farther 
conversaUon  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  KING.  I  presume  that  this  understand- 
ing win  not  cat  off  the  right  to  introduce  here 
bills  for  the  relief  of  particular  individuals  ;  it 
merely  provides  that  the  committee  may  report 
npon  those  bills  after  they  have  been  referred. 
The  SPEAKEB.  The  bill,  when  reported 
by  the  committee,  will  be  amendable  by  a  ma- 
jority vote ;  the  only  two-thirds  vote  required 
will  be  upon  the  final  passage  of  the  bill.  So 
that  any  particular  name  ooidd  be  incorporated 
by  a  majority  vote. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  the  House  hear  me  one 
moment  as  to  %  resolution  bearing  en  this 
subject,  which  I  desire  to  send  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Bules  7 

The  SPEAKEB.  The  gentleman  from  Min- 
nesota [Mr.  AvgBiLli]  objects  to  further  dis- 
cussion. If  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Butlbr]  will  now  fram.e  his  motion 
in  regard  to  this  matter,  the  Chair  will  be  very 
glad  to  submit  it. 

Mr.  BUTLEB,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask 
nnanimous  consent  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  may  have  leave  to  report  at  any 
lime  a  bill  for  the  removal  of  disabilities 
imposed  on  any  persons  by  the  fourteenth 
anriendnaent. 

Mr.  KING.  Does  that  mean  that  all  the 
names  shall  be  reported  in  one  bill? 

The  SPEAKEB.  The  proposition  is  a  very 
aim  pie  one. 

Mr.  ELDBEDaE.  I  think  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  is 
ri^ht  enough. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  wish  to  say  that  in  my  judg- 
ment it  would  be  unfortunate  if  the  friends  of 
amnesty  should  embarrass  this  question  by 
objecting  to  the  very  fair  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

The  SPEAKEB.    Is  then  any  objection  to 
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the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Maasa- 
chusetta  that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
may  have  leave  to  report  at  any  time  a  bill 
removing  the  political  disabilities  of  any  num- 
ber of  persons  whom  they  may  choose  to  in- 
clude, and  that  the  bill  so  reported  shall  be 
in  order  for  consideration  at  any  time  ?  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Mr.  QABFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  the 
House  proceed  to  business  on  the  Speaker's 
table. 

Mr.  MAYNABD.  I  believe  my  motion  to 
adjourn  is  pending. 

The  SPEAKEB.  If  the  House  should  now 
adjoura,  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Mmnesota  [ifr.  Averill]  will  be  the  first 
business  in  order  after  the  morning  hour  of 
Monday  next. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Matnard  was  agreed 
to;  and  accordingly  (at  four  o'clock  and 
thirty  minutes  p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  KTO. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  BABBEB:  The  petition  of  Hon.  J. 
H  Mills  and  129  others,  citizens  of  Grant 
county,  Wisconsin,  praying  the  repeal  of  the 
bankrupt  law. 

By  M^.  BELL :  The  petition  of  the  widow 
and  heirs  of  Alpha  Biohardson,  for  authority 
to  the  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  extend  a 
patent. 

By  Mr.  BBAXTON^  Thepetitions  of  Lewis 
A.  Boggs,  E.  A.  W.  Here,  and  George  W. 
Conway,  asking  to  have  their  political  dis- 
abilities removed. 

Also,  the  petiiion  of  citizens  of  Stafford 
county,  Virginia,  asking  $1,500  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  Aquia  creek,  in  the  county  of 
Stafibrd,  Virginia. 

By  Mr.  BUFFjNTON;  The  memorial  of 
J.  k  W.  B.  Wing,  of  New  Bedford,  Massachu- 
setts, agents  and  managing  owners  of  the  late 
American  whaling  bark  Zaothe,  of  New  Bed- 
ford^ praying  to  be  reimbursed  moneys  dis- 
bursed on  account  of  shipwrecked  seamen. 

By  Mr.  DABBALL:  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  Baton  Bouge,  Louisiana,  for  the  extension 
of  the  provisions  of  an  act  to  enforce  the 
right  of  citizens  to  vote  in  the  various  States, 
approved  February  28,  1871,  to  the  whole 
State  of  Louisiana. 

By  Mr.  DOX  :  The  petition  of  Mrs.  Alme  D. 
Brooks,  widow  of  the  late  General  W.  T.  H. 
Brooks,  United  States  Army,  for  a  pension, 
with  accompanying  papers.- 

By  Mr.  DUKE  :  The  petition  of  James  M. 
Cobbs,  of  Lynchburg,  Virginia,  for  the  re- 
moval of  his  political  disabilities. 

By  Mr.  ELY :  The  petition  of  residents  of 
New  York  and  Brooklyn,  to  have  public  lands 
set  apart  for  actual  seitlers. 

By  Mr.  GALLEGOS :  The  petition  of  citi- 
zens, miners,  &c.,  of  Colfax  county.  New 
Mexico,  asking  relief. 

By  Mr.  HANDLEY :  The  petition  of  John 
G.  Fowler,  editor  of  the  Era  and  Whig,  Opc- 
lika,  Lee  county,  Alabama,  asking  Congress 
to  place  type  npon  the  free  list. 

By  Mr.  UABPEB:  The  petition  of  Joseph 
Keener,  of  Cherokee  county,  Nosth  Carolina, 
asking  the  rea>oval  of  his  political  disabilities. 

By  Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  New  Jersey :  The 
petition  of  workmen  in  the  Gibbstown  white 
lead  and  color  works,  Camden  county.  New 
Jersey,  remonstrating  against  a  change  of  the 
tariff  laws  abolishing  existing  duties  on  such 
articles  as  are  successfully  produced  in  this 
country ;  also  petitioning  in  favor  of  admitting 
tea  and  coffee  free. 

By  Mr.  HEBNDON :  The  petition  of  the  citi- 
zens of  east  Texas,  praying  Congress  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  suitable 
building  at  Tyler,  Teyas,  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  the  Federal  court,  post  office,  and  rev- 
enue offices. 


By  Mr.  HOLM  AN :  The  petition  of  George 
B.  Brumblay,  James  Skelton,  Isaac  J.  Crontz, 
N.  S.  Given,  Sterline  A.  Martin.  John  F. 
Bichards,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Laurensbuig*, 
Indiana,  and  220  others,  citizens  of  Laurens- 
burg,  Indiana,  praying  the  passage  of  House 
bill  No.  1788,  to  increase  the  pensions  of 
totally  and  partially  disabled  soldiers  and  sea- 
men. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Ann  M.  Wig- 
gins, John  M!.  Saunders,  William  Chambers, 
and  66  others,  soldiers  and  widows  of  soldiers, 
praying  for  bounty  lands  without  actual  set- 
tlement for  Union  soldiers  and  widows  and 
orphans  of  Union  soldiers  of  the  late  war, 
and  for  the  equalization  of  bounties. 

By  Mr.  KEBB:  The  petition  of  Jabez  H. 
Nixon,  Edwin  Alexander,  W.  P.  Booker, 
Alexander  Carr,  George  W.  Carr,  jr.,  W.  L.- 
Woody,  and  45  others,  citizens  of  Jackson 
county,  Indiana,  respectfully  and  earnestly 
asking  Congress  to  preserve  inviolate  the  |[reat 
guarantees  of  religious  liberty  now  contained 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
dismiss  all  petitions  asking  Congress  to  adopt 
measures  for  amending  said  Consiilution  by 
incorporating  in  it  a  recognition  of  ''God  as 
the  source  of  all  authority  and  power  in  civil 
government,"  and  of  "  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
as  the  Buler  among  nations,  and  His  revealed 
will  as  of  supreme  authority."  They  protest 
against  such  proposed  amendments  as  an  at- 
tempt to  revolutionize  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  overthrow  the  great 
principles  of  religious  liberty  and  the  complete 
separation  of  Church  and  State,  on  which  it 
was  established  by  its  original  founders. 

By  Mr.  LOWE:  The  petition  of  D.  D.  Olive 
and  others,  cigar- makers,  citizens  of  Kansas, 
for  modification  of  laws  relating  to  special  tax 
upon  manufacturers  of  cigars. 

By  Mr.  McGHABY  :  The  petition  of  Nathan 
Morgan,  late  private  company  I,  fortieth  regi- 
ment Iowa  volunteers,  praying  to  be  allowed 
a  pension  of  fifteen  dollars  per  month  from  the 
date  of  his  discharge  from  service. 

ByMr.  MEBCUB:  The  memorial  of  James 
Macdonald,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law 
making  all  public  land  within  the  Territory  of 
Colorado  lying  south  of  the  Arkansas  river 
subject  to  sale  under  the  preemption  and  home- 
stead laws. 

By  Mr.  MONBOE :  The  petition  of  Captain 
Fairfax  and  others,  officers  of  the  United  States 
Navy,  praying  Congress  to  grant  them  prize- 
money  for  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  ram 
Arkansas. 

By  Mr.  PL  ATT:  The  petition  of  Abner  H. 
Bobertson  late  postmaster  at  Jennings  Ordin- 
ary, Virginia,  praying  Congress  to  reimburse 
hitn  for  moneys  in  his  possession  belonging  to 
Government,  paid  over  by  him  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war,  and  which  he  has  been 
compelled  to  pay  again  on  judgment  obtained 
in  the  United  States  district  court  of  Virginia. 

By  Mr.  SABGBNT:  The  petition  of  4,842 
citizens  of  California,  praying  for  the  passage 
of  a  sixteenth  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  providing  that  the  riffhts 
of  citizens  to  vote  shall  not  be  denied  or 
abridged  on  account  of  sex. 

By  Mr.  SEELEY:  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  to  allow  soldiers  and  sailors 
to  enter  so  much  land  as  shall  be  deemed 
proper,  without  settlement  or  ci/ltivation. 

By  Mr.  SHEBWOOD:  llie  petition  of 
John  S.  Mann  and  45  others,  citizens  of  Po^ 
ter  county,  Pennsylvania,  askine  the  passage 
of  House  bill  No.  1788. 

Also,  the  petition  of  W.  B.  Hamphill  and 
76  others,  citizens  of  Centre  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania,  asking  the  passage  of  an  aet  to  equalize' 
bounties,  &c. 

By  Mr.  SLOCUM :  The  memorial  of  Gen- 
eral W.  W.  Averill,  asking  to  be  plated  on  tha 
retired  list. 

By  Mr.  SPEEB,  of  Pennsylvania :  The 
petition  of  N.  B.  McCurtaiu,  and  61  others, 
workers  in  various  industries,  citizens  of  Blaijr 
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eoanty,  praying  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea, 
coffee^  and  such  other  articles  as  cannot  be 
produced  in  the  United  States,  and  remon- 
strating against  any  change  in  the  duties  on 
articles  successfully  produced  iu  this  country. 

By  Mr.  SWANN :  The  petition  of  Mrs. 
Laura  C.  Nicholson,  of  Baltimore,  widow  of 
the  late  Commodore  Joseph  James  Nicholson, 
praying  the  restoration  of  a  reduced  pension. 

By  Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York :  The 
petition  of  merchants  and  letter  of  Q.  N. 
Elder,  vice  president  of  Old  Dominion  Steam- 
ship Company,  relative  to  the  replacement  of 
the  wreck  of  the  Scotland  light-ship. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Henry  A.  Bowman,  for 
arrears  of  pension. 

By  Mr.WHITTHORNE:  The  memorial 
of  William  J.  Ramage  and  others,  of  Knox- 
yille,  Tennessee,  for  removal  of  duty  on  type. 

Bv  Mr.  WILLARD :  The^tition  of  J. 
Wilder  and  others,  of  Rupert,  Vermont,  pray- 
ing for  the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1788. 


^OST  ROUTE  BILL  INTRODUCBD. 

The  following  was  introduced  under  the  rule, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads : . 

Bv  Mr.  ADAMS  :  A  bill  to  establish  a  post 
road  from  Whitesburg,  Kentucky,  via  Trouble- 
some, to  Preston  burg,  Kentucky. 


IN  SENATE. 


Tuesday;  April  2, 1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
man, D.  D. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  Jour- 
nal of  yesterday's  proceedings. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  ask- 
ing that  the  reading  of  the  Journal  be  dispensed 
with,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  call  up  the  bill 
to  which  I  drew  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
yesterday,  which  I  wish  to  discuss  before  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  give  notice  to  the 
Senate  that  hereafter  I  shall  object  every  morn- 
ing to  this  mode  of  doing  business,  for  the 
reason  that  very  important  bills  are  passed 
during  the  morning  hour,  in  which  the  whole 
nation  has  a  common  interest,  without  proper 
and  due  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  objects,  and  the  reading  of  the 
Journal  will  be  resumed. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  subsequently  said:  I 
did  not  know  that  the  Senator  from .  Indiana 
wished  merely  to  make  a  speech.  I  obiect  to 
passing  important  bills  in  the  morning  hour< 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana  now  asks  that  the  bill  alluded  to 
by  him  yesterday  may  be  considered  as  taken 
up,  subject  to  the  ordinary  morning  business. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  we  had  better  go  through 
with  the  morning  business  first. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
business  will  commence  with  the  call  of  peti- 
tions. 

PETITIONS  and  memorials. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  asking  for  a  con- 
stitutional amendment  excluding  from  Federal 
office  all  persons  addicted  to  the  use  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  as  a  beverage:  which  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
,  Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  a  re- 
duction of  the  duties  on  wool  and  woolens } 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  workers 
in  manufacturing  establishments,  citizens  of 
Newburg,  Ohio,  remonstrating  against  any 
change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  suc- 
cessfully produced  in  this  country,  and  for  a 
repeal  of  all  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Morrow  coooty,  Ohio,  asking  that  such  dis- 


criminating duties  be  levied  on  'all  imported 
manufactures  as  will  render  substantial  pro- 
tection to  American  labor ;  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ANTHONY  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  heirs  of  Gibbs  &  Channing,  deceased, 
late  merchants  of  Newport,  Rhode  Island, 
praying  indemnity  for  spoliations  committed 
by  the  French  prior  to  the  vear  1800 ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  presented  resolutions  of 
the  Leavenworth  Law  Library  Association, 
urging  the  holding  of  terms  of  the  circuit  and 
district  courts  of  the  United  States  for  the 
district  of  Kansas,  at  the  city  of  Leavenworth ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Conunittee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  have  received  a  memorial 
from  citizens  of  Virginia.  I  have  not  had 
time  to  examine  it  or  really  to  look  over  it 
carefully.  I  do  not  know  what  to  do  with 
it  or  to  what  committee  to  ask  that  it  be 
referred. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  What  is  the  sub- 
ject? 

Mr.  LEWIS.     A  memorial 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  By  the  rule  a 
brief  statement  must  be  made. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  It  is  something  about  the 
Ku  Klux  bill,  I  believe. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
presents  it,  it  will  be  referred  to  the  select 
Committee  on  Alleged  Outrages  in  the  South- 
ern States.     It  is  so  referred. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  a  memorial  of  mem- 
bers of  the  bar  of  Virginia,  praying  for  the 
establishment  of  a  clerk's  office  of  the  United 
States  circuit  and  district  courts  at  Alexandria, 
in  that  State ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  present  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  California,  appealing  to  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  increasing  the  service  of 
the  China  mail  line,  and  ii^stnicting  the  Sen- 
ators and  requesting  the  Representatives  from 
that  State  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  secure 
the  passage  of  such  a  law  for  the  reasons  set 
forth  in  the  resolution.  I  move  that  it  be 
printed  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has 
received  by  telegraph  the  same  resolution,  and 
would  suggest  that  the  telegraphic  copy  be 
printed  in  the  Globe,  and  that  when  the  docu- 
ment arrives  officially  it  be  printed  in  the  regu- 
lar form  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.    Very  well. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

Capitol,  Saobamknto,  Galivorvia, 

April  1, 1872. 

To  Senators  CoLK  and  Cassirlt,  Wcuhinffton: 

Whereas  an  applioation  is  now  pending  before  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  for  an  inorease  of  the 
ocean  mail  steamship  service  between  San  Francisoo 
and  Japan  and  China  from  a  monthly  to  a  fort- 
nightly service  of  11.000,000  in  support  thereof;  and 
whereas  we,  the  Legisiatare  of  toe  State  of  Califor- 
nia, are  desirous  of  promoting  the  commercial  pros- 
penty  of  oar  State,  the  increase  of  our  traffic  with 
the  opulent  and  overflowing  markets  of  Asia,  and 
the  subsequent  enlargement  and  enrichment  ox  our 
national  commerce:  Therefore. 

Be  it  retolwd  by  the  Senate,  (the  Assembly  concur- 
ring,) That  we  do  hereby  earnestly  solicit  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  to  grant  said  proposed 
Increase  of  said  ocean  mail  steamship  senrico  and 
said  annual  subsidy  of  $1,000,000  in  aid  thereof;  and 
we  do  herebf  instruct  our  Senators  and  request  our 
Representatives  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the  imme- 
diate passage  of  Federal  statutes  effectuating  these 

^^^^'  J.  T.  FAIRLEY, 

Preeident  pro  tempore  of  the  SeHole, 

J.  B.  SHANNON, 
Speaker  of  the  Aeeembly, 

Attest :  MILROT  DRURY, 

Secretarv  qf  iStcUe, 

Indorsed : 

Concurrent  resolution  No.  9  passed  the  Senate 
April  1. 1872. 

ROBERT  FERRALL. 
Seeretarv  ^  the  iSenate, 

Passed  the  Assembly  April  1, 1872. 

jJBORGB  W.  DIXON, 
JLeeietant  Uierk  <^  the  Aeeeatbk/, 

The  paper  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.     | 


Mr.  CONKLING  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  New  York,  late  soldiers  of  ihe 
Army  of  the  United  States,  praying  Congress 
to  pass  an  act  gifin]^  to  all  soldiers,  stilors, 
and  marines  who  enlisted  in  the  service  of  ibe 
United  States  $8  83}  per  month  for  tbeeDtire 
time  served,  deducting  all  Government  bouotj 
heretofore  paid  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Lqcsj 
Hager  and  others,  late  members  of  the  tbirty- 
third  New  York  volunteers,  and  other  two- 
year  regiments,  asking  Congress  to  give  then 
a  bounty  commensurate  with  their  term  of 
service ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  present  the  petitioa  of 
Cornelius  Byrd*,  of  Franklin  county^  Missis- 
sippi, praying  the  removal  of*  his  pohticel  dis- 
abilities. I  have  had  a  great  namber  of  these 
petiiions  sent  to  me,  but  I  have  withheld  theo, 
and  have  not  thus  far  prese'nted  them,  for  the 
reason  that  I  felt  that  it  was  manifestly  proper 
to  pass  a  general  amnesty  bill,  and  beiienog 
that  the  judgment  of  Congress  would  be  k 
that  direction,  I  have  not  presented  any  peti- 
tions of  this  character  up  to  this  time ;  but 
others  have,  and  lest  my  constituents  shoold 
hold  that  I  am  indifferent  to  their  appeals.  I 
now  present  this  petition,  and  I  also  ask  lean 
to  present  informally  and  have  referred  to  the 
select  Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Politieal 
Disabilities  all  petitions  of  a  like  chancier 
that  have  been  sent  to  me. 

The  VICE  PHBSIDKNT.  The  Senator 
from  Mississippi  presents  a  petition  to  hi 
referred  to  the  Uomn^ittee  on  Disabilities.  He 
states  that  he  has  quite  a  number  of  aimilar 
petitions  not  at  this  moment  with  him  in  the 
Senate  Chamber,  which  he  desires  aiao  to 
have  referred  to  the  committee.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  the  Senator  will  be  allowed  it 
do  this,  and  he  will  furnish  the  Secretary  the 
names  of  the  parties  whose  petitions  he  pre- 
sents in  this  manner. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  the 
memorial  of  William  H.  Sloan,  in  behalf  of 
his  wife,  heir,  and  for  the  coheirs  of  TboiBai 
Canty,  late  of  Philadelphia,  deceased,  praying 
indemnity  for  spoliations  committed  by  the 
French  prior  to  the  year  1801 ;  which  wu 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPENCER  presented  a  pedtion  of  citi- 
zens of  Alabama,  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route  between  Hilliao's  Store 
and  Collinsviile,  in  that  State;  which  wu 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offica 
and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  tbe  petitioDS  of  L.  B. 
Parker,  Albert  McNeil,  and  Thomas  W.  Sad- 
ler, of  Autauga  county,  Alabama;  of  Nevtoa 
L.  Whitfield,  of  Tuscaloosa  eounty,  Alabaot; 
and  of  B.  A.  Powell,  of  Tuscaloosa  couDty, 
Alabama,  praying  the  removal  of  their  poiiu* 
cal  disabilities;  which  were  referred  to  ihe 
select  Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Pohtiw 
Disabilities. 

Mr.  NYE  presented  a-  memorial  of  the 
convention  to  frame  a  constitution  for  the 
admission  of  Utah  into  the  Union,  with  w 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Deseretasadopt^ 
in  convention  and  ratified  by  the  people; 
whiclf  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ler- 
ritories.- 

REPORTS  OF  G0MMITTEE8. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  The  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1194)  directing  the 
proper  officers  in  the  Treasury  Departmesl  » 
credit  John  Seys,  of  Ohio,  the  sum  thertin 
mentioned,  and  have  instructed  me  to  repon 
favorably  thereon.  Jf  there  is  no  objeciw* 
as  it  is  only  a  few  Fines,  I  should  like  to  bare 
it  acted  on  now.  .  , ... 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  I  object  to  wij  biU 
being  passed  in  the  morning  hour. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 
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Mr.  NORWOOD,  from  the  Comniittee^  on 
Revolutionary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Harriet  Spring,  submitted  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (S.  No.  905)  for 
the  relief  of  Harriet  Spring,  the  heir  of  Gap- 
tain  Williams  Barker,  deceased. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  PO.MEROY.  The  Committee  on  Pab- 
lic  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  680)  to  encourage  the  growth  of  timber  un 
we&tern  prairies,  have  instrncted  me  to  report 
it  back,  each  member  of  the  committee  reserv- 
ing the  right,  however,  to  move  any  amend- 
ment that  he  may  choose  when  the  bill  comes 
before  the  Senate  for  consideration.  We  report 
it  back  substantially  as  it  came  to  the  commit- 
tee ;  and  I  also  present  a  communication  from 
the  Department  on  the  subject,  which  I  desire 
to  have  printed. 

The  communication  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

XJCPLANATIONS. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Some  time  since,  on 
the  9ih  of  February  last,  I  think,  pending  the 
discussion  of  the  amnesty  bill,  an  assault  was 
made  on  the  character  of  three  citizens  of 
South  Carolina.  Not  long  afterward  I  re- 
ceived a  communication  from  them,  which  I 
desire  to  have  put  upon  the  records^  and  I  ask 
to  have  it  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

WASHiirGTON.  February  19, 1872. 

GxKTLRM IN :  In  the  report  of  the  debate  in  the 
Senate  on  tbe  amnesty  bill  weobserve  with  surprise 
a^d  iadi(coation  that  we  have  been  ebarged  directly 
and  iudtrectly  with  beioff  connected  with  the  Ku 
K.lux  orkaniiation  to  South  Carolina. 

It  has  been  declared  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate 
ttxat  there  is  now  in  the  pomesion  of  tbe  ezeoative 
d«*partinent  of  the  Goveroment  of  tbe  United  States 
evidence  which  shows  that  we  are  at  this  moment, 
or  were  a  month  ago,  the  advisory  board  of  tbe  Ka 
Klaz  Klan.  These  are  grave  ehargee,  emanating 
as  (hey  do  from  a  Senator  of  the  United  States,  and 
promulgated  as  thor  were  before  the  highest  legis- 
lative tribunal  of  the  country.  Apprehending  that 
oar  silence  on  the  subject,  which  so  nearly  touches 
our  honor  and  reputation,  may  be  construel  into  an 
admission- of  guilt,  we  have  repaired  to  the  Oapitol 
to  meet  these  charges  and  seek  through  you.  the 
representatives  of  South  Carolina  in  the  Senate,  our 
Tindiention  from  these  degrading  imputations  by 
the  presentation  in  some  proper  way  of  this  com- 
munication before  the  same  tribunal  in  which  they 
were  announced. 

Any  charge  that  we  or  either  of  us  have  at  any 
time  aided,  abetted,  counseled,  countenanced,  or 
approved  the  Ku  Kluz  or  anir  unlawful  association 
in  South  Carolina  in  any  violation  of  law  or  the 
rights  of  citixens  of  any  class  is  utterly  and  entirely 
fal^e,  whatever  be  the  evidence  on  which  the  same 
be  ba^ed. 

If  the  executive  department  has  in  its  possession, 
an  19  alleged,  the  evidence  of  our  complicity  with 
theee  offenses,  we  can  only  say  that  we  hold  ourselves 
in  readioess,  at  all  times,  to  establish  our  innocence 
before  the  proper  legal  tribunal  and  the  enlight- 
ened public  opinion  of  the  country. 

'V€Ty  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

WADB  HAMPTON, 
J.  B.  KERSHAW, 
M.  C.  BUTLER. 

Hon.  T.  J.  RoBRRTSON  and  Hon.  F.  A.  Sawteb, 
United  States  Senate, 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Mr.  President,  this 
letter  has  been  in  my  hands  for  some  time; 
bat  OQ  account  of  indisposition  and  on  account 
of  other  matters  interfering  I  have  not  pre- 
sented it  at  an  earlier  period.  I  had  hoped  to 
bring  up  the  amnesty  bill,  on  which  matters 
pertaining  to  my  State  would  come  up,  and  I 
woold  have  the  lette^  read  at  that  time.  I 
know  these  gentlemen,  as  I  said  before,  and 
1  think  them  incapable  of  beins  encaged  in 
any  way  as  members  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan.  I 
merely  wish  tbe  letter  read  to  put  them  on 
the  record  as  they  desire  to  be  put. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  In  connection  with  the  letter 
which  has  just  heen  read  and  the  statement 
made  by  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina,  I 
desire  to  say  to  the  Senate  that  upon  the  same 
occasion  it  was  announced  here  in  the  debate 
which  occurred  then  that  Hon.  Keverdy  John- 
son and  Mr.  Stanbery,  who  were  counsel  for 
the  prisooera  charged  with  being  Ku  Klux  in 


Soath  Carolina,  had  abandoned  their  case; 
that  they  were  so  disgusted  with  the  atrocities 
proven  that  they  had  abandoned  the  case.  I 
have  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  Mr.  Johnson, 
which  I  desire  in  this  connection  to  have  read. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Baltimobb.  Febrtutry  19. 1872. 

Mt  Dbar  Gbkbkal:  Tour  letter  of  the  18th  in- 
stant has  just  reached  mo.  It  gives  me  tbe  first 
information  I  have  bad  that  Hon.  Mr.  Eomunos, 
of  Vermont,  made  the  statement  in  tbe  Sonate 
which  you  quote  as  reported  in  the  Qiobe  of  the 
10th  instant.  It  is  utterly  unfounded  and  untrue. 
Neither  ray  colleague,  Mr.  Stanbery,  nor  myself 
abandoned  or  thought  of  abandoning  the  oases  to 
which  the  Senator  referred  for  tbe  reasons  assigned 
by  him  or  for  any  other  reasons.  So  far  from  having 
done  so,  we  remained  in'Colambia  taking  part  in 
the  trials  until  we  had  aooomplisbed  all  that  we  had 
hoped  for  or  endeavored  to  accomplish,  which  was 
to  get  tbe  constitutional  questions  arising  under  the 
acts  of  1870-71  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  we  did.  and  the  questions  are  to 
bo  argued  In  that  tribunal  on  the  18th  of  March 
next. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  I  have  understood 
that  in  the  debate  to  which  }on  refer  the  same  Sen- 
ator and  others  made  imputations  against  you  and 
Generals  Kershaw  and  Butler.^  There  oertainly  was 
no  proof  given  or  proffered  while  I  was  in  Columbia 
which  implicated  either  of  you,  and  althoagh  I  sAw 
there  persons  of  every  politioal  opinion,  and  con- 
versed freely  with  them,  I  never  heard  tbe  least 
intimation  that  either  of  yon  had  any  conneotiun 
whatever  with  the  Ku  Klux  organization. 

From  my  Icnowledge  of  Mr.  Edmunds,  I  am  satis- 
fied he  has  received  his  information  from  a  source 
which  bethought  he  might  confide  iu;  but  what- 
ever it  may  have  been,  be  was  grossly  deceived,  and 
induced  to  make  charges  which  are  utterly  untrue. 

I  remain,  with  ffluoh  regard,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, REVERDY  JOHNSON. 
Major  General  Wadc  Hampton'. 

'  The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     These  papers 
have  been  presented  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  1  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  present  myself,  as  I  seem  to  be  on  triaj. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  asks  unanimous  consent  to 
make  a  statement.  The  Chair  hears  no 
objection. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  did  not  hear  the  Erst 
part  of  that  letter,  which  seems  to  have  ar- 
rived here  by  way  of  South  Carolina,  starting 
at  Baltimore,  but  the  substance  of  it  seems  to 
be  that  I  stated  untruly  the  disappearance  of 
Mr.  Johnson  and  Mr.  Stanbery  from  the  cele- 
brated trials  at  Columbia.  What  1  stated  was 
that  public  report  was  so  and  so,  which  ap- 
peared in  all  the  newspapers';  and  I  just  as 
much  believed  at  that  time  that  they  did 
abandon  those  trials  and  came  away  before 
they  were  ended,  as  I  believed  that  the  trials 
took  place  ;  and  I  must  say  in  frankness  that 
I  believe  it  yet. 

The  question  that  Mr.  Johnson  seems  to 
send  to  us  in  this  way,  by  way  of  South  Caro- 
lina and  Missouri,  is  one  of  the  precise  mean- 
ing of  words.  It  seems,  according  to  his  let- 
ter, that  I  used  the  word  **  abandoned.**  He 
says  he  did  not  abandon  ;  he  staid  until  he  had 
accomplished  his  mission,  which  was  to  raise 
a  legal  question,  and  came  away  then.  I  called 
it  ''^ abandoned. *'  That  is  a  choice  of  epithets 
or  adjectives,  it  reminds  me  very  much  of 
a  criticism  that  was  made  upon  the  bravery  of 
the  American  soldiery  at  Bladensburg  on  a 
certain  occasion  during  the  war  of  1812,  where 
some  of  the  participators  in  that  noble  exploit 
which  abancu>ned  the  capital  (if  I  may  use  the 
word  abandoned  again)  to  the  mercy  of  the 
British,  fled.  One  of  the  officers  was  being 
complained  of  about  it ;  and  he  said  no,  the 
Army  did  not  flee  by  any  means,  but  the  Amer- 
icans did  not  seem  to  take  any  interest,  and 
went  away.     [Laughter.] 

Now,  1  think  I  am  justified  again  in  repeat- 
ing, as  this  matter  seems  to  be  forced  upon  the 
Senate,  that  after  a  certain  stage  in  the  de- 
velopment of  those  trials  was  reached  which 
showed  the  extent  of  the  conspiracy,  and  after 
horrible  airociiies  which  human  language  can- 
not sufficiently  describe  in  horror  had  been 
made  known  to  them,  these  gentlemen  found 
it  convenient  to  leave  the  continuance  of  this 
defense  to  other  i^ties,  having  raised,  if  you 


please,  their  legal  questions.     I  thought  it  wat' 
an  honor  to  them.     If  they  think  it  is  a  doubt- 
ful honor,  and  that  they  ought  to  have  defended 
further,  that  is  a  question  of  taste  which  I  am 
not  to  discuss  here. 

Then,  as  to  Kershaw,  I  did  not  state  that>he 
appeared  on  these  trials  ;  that  ICershaw  or  any 
of  these  people  were«onnected  with  the  Klan. 
Kershaw  was  not  on  trial ;  neither  wa^  Butler. 
What  I  stated  was  that  the  judicial  officers  of 
the  United  States  tit  that  district  had,  as  I  was 
.credibly  informed,  in  their  possession  the  evi- 
dence which  would  go  to  convict  these  persons 
of  being,  I  believe,  the  advisory  board  of  this 
Klan,  whatever  that  may  be.  That  was  what 
I  stated ;  and  if  it  is  necessary  I  repeat  that 
I  am  thus  credibly  informed.  And  when  the 
United  States  will  furnish  that  curse  ridden 
people  with  the  judicial  means  of  carrying  on 
those  trials,  with  force  enough,  with  judges 
and  marshals  and  the  other  appliances  of  jus- 
tice to  go  through  with  the  trials,  1  have  very 
good  reason  to  believe  that  evidence  of  that 
kind  will  be  produced. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  desire  unanimous,  consent  to 
proceed  ? 

Mr.  BLAIR.     I  wish  to  say  a  few  words. 

The  VICE  PRESI  DENT.  The  Senator  from 
Missouri  desires  unanimous  consent  to  make 
a  statement.     The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  In  response  to  what  has  fallen 
from  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  I  desire  to 
say  that  so  far  from  abandoning  the  Ku  Kluz 
cases  we  have  the  statement  here  of  Hon. 
Reverdy  Johnson  that  he  and  Mr.  Stanbery 
remained  there  and  accomplished  all  that  they 
sought  to  accomplish  in  preparing  a  case  for 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  They 
did  not.  like  the  Americans  at  Bladensburg, 
as  stated  by  the  Senator,  take  so  little  interest 
in  the  matter  as  to  leave,  but  they  took  suffi 
cient  interest  to  come  here  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington and  appear  in  the  cases  here,  and  argue 
them  on  the  18th  of  March  before  the  Supreme 
Court.  There  is  nothing  that  these  gentlemen 
have  uttered  giving  authority  to  any  one  to  say 
that  they  were  so  disgusted  with  the  outrages 
committed  that  they  had  abandoned  the  cases. 
There  is  no  justification  for  it  whatever  except 
in  the  gentleman's  own  imagination. 

Further,  in  regard  to  the  gentlemen  who 
were  accuped  of  being  the  advisory  board,  the 
Senator  said  that  he  had  been  informed  that 
there  was  proof  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive— I  think  that  was  his  language 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Evidence  in  the  hands 
of'  the  judii^ial  authorities.  I  did  not  say 
*'  proof.''  There  is  a  difference  l^etween  proof 
and  evidence. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  submit  to  the  Senator's 
criticism.  The  Senate  and  the  country  un- 
derstand what  I  mean.  What  I  propose  to 
say  in  regard  to  that  is  that  these  gentlemen 
came  here  to  Washington  city  immediately 
upon  reading  the  report  of  that  debate,  pre- 
sented themselves  here,  and  after  consulta- 
tion gave*the  statement  which  has  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate  to-day  into  the  hands 
of  the  Senatobs  from  South  Carolina,  in  which 
they  utterly  deny  that  there  is  any  such  evi- 
dence, or  if  there  is,  they  say  it  is  false  evi- 
dence ;  they  defy  the  Government  to  prose^ 
cute  them,  and  I  think  that  the  Senator, 
having  had  this  information,  as  I  have  no 
doubt  he  had,  and  relying  upon  it,  when 
these  gentlemen  have  come  forward  and  pre- 
sented their  statement,  knowing  the  charac- 
ter of  these  men,  he  should  not  reiterate  the 
charges  he  formerly  made  against  .them.  If 
it  is  proper  for  him  to  do  so,  it  becomes 
those  who  know  the  merits  of  these  gentlemen 
to  state  again  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  and 
to  the  country  that  nobody,  perhaps  with  the 
exception  of  the  Senator  Irom  Vermont,  be- 
lieves any  such  change  against  them.  I  do 
not  believe  you  can  find  any  parson  besidet 
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tiie  Senator  who  will  ^ve  credence  to  this 
accnaation  ;  and  it  is  evident,  becauee  no  at- 
tempt has  been  made  to  arraign  these  gen- 
tlemen before  the  courts  in  South  Carolina, 
and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  arraign 
them  anywhere  upon  these  charges ;  and  when 
the  arraignment  is  made,  I  venture  to  say 
that  they  will  be  able  to  show  themselves 
entirely  free  from  the  aspersion  cast  upon 
them. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Onl/  a  word,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
fromi  Vermont  desires  to  add  a  word. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri suggests  that  I  made  charges  against 
these  gentlemen.  I  do  not  make  charges 
against  any  one  in  this  body  unless  I  inland 
to  support  them  in  a  manner  in  which  this 
body  can  decide  upon  them.  In  public  de- 
bate I  did  say,  for  which  I  am  responsible— I 
will  not  say  *^  here  or  elsewhere,''  for  that  is 
rather  an  unhandsome  term — ^that  I  had  such 
information,  that  there  was  such  evidence.  I 
do  not  undertake  to  say  that  that  evidence 
upon  trial  would  turu  out  to  be  sufficient  to 
convict  them,  or  would  not  turn  out  to  be 
perjured ;  I  only  said,  in  discussing  a  public 
question  that  bad  relation  to  that  subject,  that 
we  ought  to  be  careful  how  we  took  steps 
when  we  had  such  information.  That  is  all. 
I  hope  as  much  as  the  Senator  that  these  peo- 
ple when  they  are  tried  will  be  found  to  be 
entirely  innocent,  but  I  do  not  undertake  to 
pronounce  any  opinion,  and  I  have  not  under- 
taken to  pronounce  any  opinion  either  upon 
their  guilt  or  innocence.  Nothing  would  make 
me  more  happy  than  to  find  them  perfectly 
innocent ' 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  am  very  glad  to  hear  the 
Senator  say  what  he  has  just  said,  and  I 
thiuk  it  was  due  to  the  occasion  that  he  should 
say  it  to  the  Senate. 
4  Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  wish  to  say  one  word. 
^  The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  desires  to  add  a  word. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON,  I  said  at  the  time 
these  gentlemen  were  assailed  that  in  my 
opinion  they  were  innocent ;  that  they  were 
men  of  character  and  position  and  education. 
I  still  think  so.  In  a  personal  conversation 
with  myself  they  told  me  that  they  held  them- 
selves 'in  readiness  to  answer  to  the  laws  of 
their  country,  and  it  is  very  hard  that  they 
should  be  assailed  for  an  act  which  they  them- 
selves claim  to  disdain.  I  repeat  my  asser- 
tion that  I  think  they  are  entitled  at  least  to 
be  deemed  innocent  until  they  are  proved 
guilty  by  the  ||iws  of  their  country. 

.  BILLS  INTRODUCBD. 

Mr.  OSBORN  (by  request,  as  he  stated) 
asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained, 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  001)  to  pre- 
vent an  appropriation  from  lapsing  because 
of*delay  in  the  adjustment  $  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CORBETT  (by  request,  as  he  stated) 
asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained, 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No!  902)  for  the 
relief  of  Henry  R.  Crosbie ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims,* and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LEWIS  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent ol>tained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
908)  to  amend  an  act  to  divide  the  State  of 
Virginia  into  two  judicial  districts,  approved 
February  8,  1871 ;  which  was  read  twico  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and -ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  eon- 
sent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
904^  to  authorize  the  opening  and  working  of 
the  iron  mines  located  on  the  Government  land 
at  West  Point;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  ComQiittee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Mr.  CONKLING  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  906)  for  the  relief  of  James  A.  Bell ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  Uie  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  present  a  letter  from 
the  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  which  I  wish 
to  have  sent  with  that  bill  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  so 
referred, 

Mr.  WEST  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
907)  reviving  a  grant  of  lands  heretofore  made 
to  the  Ndw  Oneans,  Opelousas,  and  Great 
Western  railroad;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRIMTINO  OF  A  DOCUMSNT. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  Before  I  reached  the  Sen- 
ate this  morning,  Executive  Document  No.  54, 
in  response  to  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Sen- 
ate some  week  or  two  since,  being  information 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  came  into  the  Sen- 
ate Chamber  in  printed  form.  I  move  that 
the  document  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDER  Oy  BUSINKSS. 

^  Mr.  COLE.  My  collesgue  is  absent  from 
his  seat  on  account  of  sickness  to-day,  con- 
fined at  his  house,  and  has  sent  me  a  note  re- 
questing me  not  to  call  up  the  Australian  bill 
to-day,  out  to  wait  until  he  can  be  present,  as 
he  desires  to  move  amendments.  For  that 
reason  I  shall  not  call  up  that  bill. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
now  to  finish  the  bill  which  was  read  the  other 
morning  in  regard  to  coal-lands. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Pratt]  has  asked  to  be  allowed 
to  speak  to-day  upon  a  bill  in  regard  to  what 
is  known  as  the  two  per  cent,  fund  claimed  by 
the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  but 
there  was  objection  to  the  order  being  made 
pending  the  morning  business.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  now  asks  unanimous  consent  to 
consider  the  bill  in  regard  to  the  sale  of  coal 
lands. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    I  object. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
not  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Resolutions  are 
in  order.  If  there  are  no  resolutions  to  be 
offered,  the  morning  business  is  concluded. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  move  to  take  up  the  bill  I 
indicated. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  give  i<ay  a  minute?  The  coal-land 
bill  has  been  read,  and  I  presume  there  will 
be  no  discussion. 

Mr. -PRATT.  If  it  gives  rise  to  no  discus- 
sion  

Mr.  MORTON.  My  colleague  is  prepared 
to  proceed  and  I  hope  will  not  be  interrupted. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  gave  notice  tbat  I 
objected  to  taking  up  the  bill  of  the  Senator 
from  Nevada. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  But  the  morning 
business  is  now  concluded,  and  a  bill  can  be 
reached  by  formal  motion  adopted  by  a  major- 
ity. The  Senator  from  Nevada  moves  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  in  regard 
to  coal  lauds. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BALB  or  COAL  LANDS. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No. 
522)  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  the 
United  States  containing  coal. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  just  state  tbat  this 
bill  is  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  having  been  prepared  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  Interior,  and  if  any  Senator  wishes 
Information  on  it  I  propose  to  have  the  letter 
of  the  Department  read,  if  that  is  desired* 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    Tha  letter  will 
be  read. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Dkpabthbkt  of  thk  Intksxok. 
Washinoton,  D.  C,  February  7. 1871 
Sxa:  In  antirerto  the  reqoMtof  Tonr  eonimittM 
to  be  furnished  with  tho  views  of  the  Department 

00  Senate  bill  522  to  provide  for  the  sale  ot  eoal-ludf, 

1  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a  copj  of  the 
report  of  the  Commiuioner  of  the  Qeneral  Lnd 
Omoe  on  the  sabjeot.  in  which  I  fully  oonciir. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfiilly,  yoor  obedient  serraat, 

0.  DBLANO,  Sacrttary. 
Hon.  S.  0.  PoMSROT,  Ckaumtm   OimmnMU*  i^6/te 
Landt,  United  iiUUea  SemaU, 

DsPABTmCHT  OV  TBB  ISTKBIOa, 

Gbvkbal  Labd  Ornct, 
Wasbinotob,  D.  C,  >'«6niarv  6, 1871 

Sib:  I  have  examined  the  inclosed  bill— Seaate 
522—**  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  Ian  da  of  the  Uaitad 
States  containing  coal,"  referred  to  this  ofliee  by  the 
Department  proper,  and  with  referenee  to  the  sab- 
jectl  have  the  honor4o  state  aa  follows : 

Toe  only  legislation  heretofore  had  by  Cosgren 
respectintf  ooal-lands  is  comprehended  in  the  act  ef 
Jaly  1, 1861.  (Statotes  13,  pace  343,)  and  the  act  eapple- 
mental  thereto,  approved  March  3.  1865,  Uaiae, 
pace  529.) 

The  first  of  these  eBaetments  aathoriaas  the  Prsi- 
ident,  after  three  months'  public  notice,  to  dispoM 
of  any  tracts  embracing  coal-beds  or  eoal-flelds.  eon- 
Btitoting  a  portion  of  toe  public  damaia,  to  the  nigk- 
est  bidder,  and  in  suitable  legal  subdiviBioD^,  at  s 
minimum  price  of  twenty  dollars  per  acre,  and  allovi 
any  such  tracts  not  disposed  of  at  inch  public  offer- 
ing to  be  thereafter  entered  at  private  aale  »t  saeh 
minimum.  This  law  is  objectionable  in  affordiog  ao 
protection  whatever  to  pkrties  who  may  have  scti-' 
ally  expended  their  time,  labor,  and  eapital  in  opea- 
ing  up  and  developing  coal  mines  iu  the  public 
domain,  and  also  in  failinf  to  limit  the  rifbt  cf 
purchase  to  a  given  quantity,  thus  iaterpostng  bo 
bar  to  monopoly. 

As  no  landa  have  ever  been  proclaimed  for  sale 
under  said  act,  of  ooorse  no  entries  have  beeo  effeetad 
thereunder. 

The  supplementary  act  of  March  3, 1B6S,  aforesaid 
provides  in  substance  that  ottisens  of  the  United 
States  who  were  on  the  dd  Maroh,  1865,  in  the  bosi- 
Bess  of  iMna  JitU  actual  coal  minins  upon  pablie 
lands  for  purposes  of  commerce,  may  aa^e  the  rigbt 
to  enter  one  hundred  and  sixty  aarea  or  less  4|aaD- 
tity  iQ  legal  subdivisious,  iooloding  their  mioiai 
improvements  and  premiaes,  at  the  minimum  pries 
of  twenty  dollars  per  acre. 

The  pnviLege  thus  granted  is  a  special  and  not  a 
general  one,  affording  no  protection  to  miners  us- 
less  they  wore  opnrating  coal-beds  or  ooal-field<  oa 
the  3d  March,  1865. 

Under  its  provisions  several  oatriea  have  beta 
effected  by  parties  coming  within  the  letter  of  iu 
reauirements  where  the  lands  have  been  aurrertU. 

The  proposed  law  will,  if  adopted,  guard  agsiost 
monopoly  by  restricting  the  right  of  purchase  to  m 
stipulated  number  of  acres,  will  protect  the  right  of 
parties  who  are  now  developing  theae  mines,  ortsbo 
may  hereafter  expend  their  labor  and  capital  ia 
doing  so,  by  living  them  a  preference  right  of  entrr 
of  a  specified  number  of  acres  embracing  their  ia- 
provemenls,  and  will  enable. the  Government  to 
realise  a  fair  price  for  the  tx«cts  so  diapoeed  of. 

Proximity  to  completed  llaea  of  railroad  fbrois 
the  basis  of  acre  valuation. 

The  acts  of  Congress  heretofore  cited  with  r«fer- 
enoe  to  coal  lands  are  virtually  inoperative,  and  a 
thorough  consideration  of  the  suhioet  leads  this  office 
to  believe  that  the  proposed  legislation  would  teod 
greatly  to  the  public  interest  ana  enable  the  Depart' 
ment  to  deal  practically  with  a  qaestion  assuming 

Irreat  importance  in  the  adminisirattea  of  our  pub- 
ic land  system. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIS  DRUMMOKD. 
Comwusn0»«r, 

Hon.  Columbus  Dblano,  Seerttary  ^tke  Jmterior. 

HovBE  or  Rbpbbsbbtativbs. 
Washington,  D.  C  Februarv  17.  W72. 

In  relation  to  Senate  bill  No.  522,  introdueod  /aa- 
nary  23,  by  Senator  Pomkboy,  I  have  to  eay  that  tb§ 
Delegates  from  the  several  Territories  have  care- 
fully considered  the  same,  and  have  instructed  at 
as  chairman  of  their  sub-committee  to  urge  tik« 
passage  of  the  bill  with  the  amendments  indicated 
by  erasures  in  the  bill  hereunto  attached. 

The  object  of  the  proposed  amendments  is  to 
abolish  tne  distinction  between  surveyed  and  aa- 
surveyed  lands.  The  bill,  as  drawn  ort^nally.  offerf 
a  premium  to  jumpers,  and  would  ocoasion  general 
litigatiod,  and  would  probably  lead  tosoeaes  of  vid- 
lence  in  many  instances. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Delegates  who  represeat 
the  interests  affected  by  thia  bill  that  no  distiaeti^a 
should  be  made  between  claims  on  the  publio  laaoi. 
surveyed  and  unsurveyed. 

The  man  who  in  good  faith  prospects  and  develops 
acoai-field  in  a  section  of  country  where  thesurrej- 
ing  officers  have  never  dared  to  go,  should  not  b« 
robbed  of  the  profits  of  his  energy  and  courage  by 
any  one  disposed  to  intrude  upon  his  claim. 

The  bill,  with  proposed  amendmaots,  will  fiv^* 
gaaeral  satasfaotion  to  men  of  theWest. 

W.  T.  JOXES, 
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Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  wiah  to  raj 
ooly  one  word.  The  other  morniag  I  asked 
some  explanation  of  this  bill.  It  was  too  late 
then  to  give  it.  Since  then  I  have  looked  at 
the  law  as  it*  now  stands  in  connection  with 
this  bill.  I  find  that  as  a  general  proposition 
this  bill  reduces  the  price  of  coal-lands  from 
twenty  to  ten  dollars,  ezceptvhere  it  is  within 
twenty  miles  of  a  railroad,  and  there  it  retains 
the  original  price.  Of  coarse  I  have  no  inform- 
ation on  the  subject  whether  that  is  a  fit  and 
proper  thing  to  do  so  far  as  the  interests  of  the 
Government  are  concerned,  but  looking  into  a 
communtcation  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office,  I  find  that  he  states  it  as  his 
opinion  that  it  would  be  in  the  interest  of  the 
Government  and  in  the  interest  of  all  parties 
to  reduce  the  price  of  these  lands  to  this 
point,  and  CTCn  to  a  lower  point  still.  I  have 
DO  information  beyond  that.  I  do  not  rise  to 
oppose  the  bill,  as  I  did  not  then ;  I  asked 
simply  for  an  explanation  of  the  bilL 

Mr.  GO  RBE TT.  In  connection  with  this 

Mr.  PRAIT.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  yielded  on  condition  that  this  should 
give  rise  to  no  debate. 

Mr.  CORBE TT.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  a 
▼ery  short  letter  from  the  Department,  written 
since  then,  showing  that  the  Department  recom- 
mend the  redaction  even  to  a  lower  price.  The 
letter  which  I  refer  to  speaks  of  reducing  the 
lands  to  $2  60  an  acre.  I  will  make  a  motion 
to  fix  the  price  of  these  lands  at  five  and  ten 
dollars  instead  of  ten  and  twenty ;  five  dollars 
where  the  bill  rays  ten  dollars,  and  ten  dollars 
where  the  bill  says  twenty  dollars.  I  believe 
that  the  Government  will  get  more  money  Irom 
the  land  if  we  ^x  the  price  at  these  rates  than 
they  will  at  the  higher  figures.  That  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Department  as  stated  by  the 
letter  which  I  hold  in  my  hand.  It  is  short, 
and  I  ask  to  have  it  read. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  shall  have  to  object  to  any 
farther  consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEWART.  One  moment.  Let  us  have 
a  Yoie4in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  PRATT.  It  can  come  up  just  as  well 
after  I  get  through. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  am  afraid  I  cannot  get 
it  up  again.    Let  the  Tote  be  taken. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss 
the  question  any  further.  I  simply  wish  a 
vote. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  firom 
Indiaoa  that  the  morning  hour  has  too  nearlv 
.elapsed  for  him  to  undertake  a  lengthy  speech 
now.  I  shair  want  to  go  on  with  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  at  one  o'clock,  and  I  think 
I  may  with  propriety  appeal  to  the  Senator  to 
defer  his  remarks  to  some  time  when  there 
will  be  a  better  opportunity  to  deliver  them. 
I  will  say  here  to  the  Senator  that  the  other 
morning  he  delivered  a  speech  on  the  Beaver 
lake  question,  which  was  to  have  been,  I 
think,  but  twenty  minutes  in  length,  and  yet  it 
ran  over  to  an  hour.  I  suggest  that  the  Sen- 
ator forgets  the  lapse  of  time  when  he  discusses 
a  subject,  and  I  am  afiraid  that  he  will  use  up 
a  day  that  should  be  devoted  to  the  appropria- 
tion bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  appeal  to 
the  Senator  from  California  not  to  deny  the 
oaual  courtesy  to  a  Senator. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  will  be  allowed  to  go  on,  and  that  when 
the  morning  hour  expires  the  present  order 
will  be  informally  passed  over  to  enable  him 
to  complete  his  speech. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  coal  bill  is 
now  before  the  Senate  by  vote. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Let  me  make  one  sug- 
gestion. I  ask  unanimous  consent  for  him  to 
make  his  speech,  and  then  let  us  take  the  vote 
upon  the  coal  bill. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  This  vote  ^cannot  be 
taken  without  some  amendments  being  offered 
to  this  bill.     I  have  several  myself  to  present. 

Mr.  PRATT.    1  decUne  to  yield  any  further. 


The  Senator  'from  California  will  have  to  act 
of  course  on  his  own  pleasure  when  the  hour 
of  one  shall  arrive.  I  move  that  Senate  bill 
No.  886  be  taken  from  the  table  and  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  coal  bill 
having  been  taken  up  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate, 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  moves  to  postpone 
the  present  and  all  other  orders  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  the  bill  which  he  has 
indicated. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  appeal  to  htm  to  let  this 
vote  be  taken,  and  then  if  a  word  is  said  by 
anybody  I  will  yield. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  That  coal  bill  cannot 
pass  without  some  more  amendmenta  being 
offered. 

Mr.  PRATT.  If  a  vote  is  to  be  taken  with- 
out farther  dbcussion,  I  am  willing  to  yield ; 
but  if  it  leads  to  discussion,  I  cannot. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
take  the  vote  if  no  Senator  rises  to  discuss  the 
matter.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Oregon,  [Mr.-  Corbstt.] 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  hope  that  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail.  I  was  going  to  move 
to  amend  the  bill-^— 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  consent  now  that  the 
bill  shall  be  laid  aside,  as  the  Senator  is 
debating  the  bill. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  yield  to  the  Senator 
from  Indiana. 

Mr.  PRATT.    I  renew  my  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  under- 
stands there  is  no  objection  to  the  coal  bill 
passing  back  to  the  Calendar,  and  the  bill  sng- 

Sested  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is  before 
lie  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  is  taken  up  on  motion,  I 
suppose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
insists,  the  Chair  of  course  will  put  the  ques- 
tion. The  Senator  from  Calitornia  insists 
upon  the  question  being  put. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  is  a  debatable  question, 
I  believe. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Of  course  it  is 
^debatable. 

Mr,  COLE.  I  am  not  going  to  waste  the 
time  of  the  Senate.  I  will  not  waste  the  time 
of  the  Senate  on  a  motion  of  this  kind.  I  de- 
sire to  state  that  at  one  o'clock  I  shall  feel 
mvself  bound  to  demand  the  regular  order. 
We  all  want  to  make  speeches,  bat,  for  one,  I 
think  we  have  not  the  time  to  take  out  of  the 
bosinera  of  this  session  at  this  late  hour  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  delivering  remarks  which 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  afford  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  the  opportunity  to  deliver,  if  it 
could  be  done,  if  we  were  not  so  very  much 
preraed  for  time.  There  are  a  number  of  ap- 
propriation bills  on  the  Calendar,  and  ready 
for  consideration,  and  we  have  had  a  little  ex- 
perience already  as  to  the  length  of  time  that 
it  takes  to  consider  an  appropriation  bill.  We 
have  got  one  through  alter  several  weeks  of 
effort,  and  there  are  nearly  a  dozen  yet  to  be 
considered.  The  session  is  far  advanced.  We 
are  now  entering  upon  the  fourth  month  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  appeal  to  the  Senator 
from  California.  It  is  not  entirely  fair  to  take 
the  little  time  that  is  left  to  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  especially  if  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia is  going  to  call  up  the  regular  order  at 
one  o'clock. 

Mr.  COLE.  If  I  take  two  minutes  on  this 
question,  I  think  I  am  entitled  to  do  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  In- 
diana will  defer  his  remarks  for  the  present, 
knowing  that  they  will  consume  nearly  all  the 
business  portion  of  the  day.  I  think  the  morn- 
ing hour  ought  to  be  devoted  to  ordinary  busi- 
ness, but  at  one  o'clock  I  shall  feel  bound  to 
call  for  the  regular  order.  Of  course  the  re- 
sponsibility wilt  then  be  upon  the  Senate  as  to 
whether  they  will  continae  with  the  regular 
order  or  take  up  some  other  business. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  question  li 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TWO  PER  CENT.  FUND. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  (S.  No. 
886)  declariog  the  true  construction  of  a  statute 
is  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  ask  the  Secretary  to  read 
the  bill. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Be  ii  enacted^  Ae.,  That  the  true  intent  and  mean* 
iny  of  the  second  section  of  the  act  approved  March 
3, 1857,  eolitlod  **  An  act  to  settle  certain  accounts 
between  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi and  other  States,'.'  is,  that  all  the  other  States, 
to  wit,  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  which  have  not 
received  the  full  amount  of  their  five  percent,  of  the 
net^roceedsof  the  sale  of  public  lands  lying  within 
their  respeotive  limits,  as  mentioned  in  their  sev- 
eral enabling  aets,  in  money,  shall  have  their 
accounts  stated,  both  on  the  public  lands  and  reser- 
vations, and  such  cash  balance  as  has  not  been  paid 
to  said  States,  allowed  and  paid. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  the  Senate  has 
listened  to  this  bill.  It  is  seen  that  its  pnrposa 
is  to  give  a  construction  to  a  law  passed  in 
1867,  and  render  that  duty  plain  which  I  must 
presume  is  obscure,  since  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ern ment  have  differed  in  its  interpretation, 
and  it  remains  unexecuted  to  this  day,  so  far 
as  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  are  concerned. 
I  claim  that  the  purpose  of  this  law  was  to 
require  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  to  state  an  acconnt  between  the  United 
States  and  each  of  these  States  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  what  sums  of  money  were  due 
them  on  acconnt  of  the  sales  of  the  public 
lands  within  their  respective  limits  and  the 
permanent  Indian  reservations,  and  to  allow 
and  pay  them  five  per  cent,  thereon,  estimating 
the  lands  at  $1  26  per  acre,  deducting  such 
sums  as  had  been  already  paid.  In  other  words, 
I  claim  that  as  the  United  States  had  paid 
Indiana  and  Illinois  three  per  cent,  only  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  the  lands  sold,  the  j^nrpose  of 
this  law  was  to  require  an  accounting  for  five 
per  cent.,  not  only  upon  the  sales,  but  upon 
all  military  grants  and  Indian  reservations.  I 
claim,  further,  that  whatever  right  Congress 
might  have  possessed  in  1867  to  require  that 
in  stating  th^  account  the  Commissioner  should 
charge  these  States  with  the  money  paid  in  the 
construction  of  the  Cumberland  roaa,  the  right 
was  waived,  no  set-off.  was  claimed,  and  the 
moneys  expended  in  that  enterprise  were  not 
reouired  to  be  brought  into  the  account. 

The  law  was  a  simple,  direct  command  to 
the  Commissioner  to  estimate  all  the  public 
lands- in  the  State,  including  the  reservations, 
at  $1  26  per  acre,  and  ascertain  how  much 
was  due  the  States  under  their  respective 
enabling  acts  providing  for  their  admission 
into  the  Union,  on  account  of  the  stipulation 
to  pay  them  five  per  cent,  upon  the  proceeds 
of  the  sales,  ana  after  deducting  what  had 
been  already  settled,  to  allow  and  pay  the 
remainder.  Indiana's  claim  under  tnis  law 
amounts  to  over  four  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  this  sum  has  been  unjustly  withheld 
for  fifteen  years. 

Before  I  proceed  to  read  the  act  of  March  8, 
1867,  which  the  bill  now  under  consideration 
construes  and  enforces,  it  is  proper  I  should 
go  back  to  the  several  enabling  acts  under 
which  these  States  came  into  the  Union,  and 
not  only  that,  bat  compare  them  with  the 
enabling  acts  of  other  States  which  have  been 
admitted  during  this  century. 

The  Constitution  declares  that — 

"New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Coneress 
into  this  Union." 

It  was  therefore  reserved  to  Congress  to  de- 
termine  when,  how,  and  upon  what  conditions 
a  new  State  should  be  admitted.  Its  consent 
was  indispensable,  its  conditions  not  to  be 
gainsaid.  When  the  Constitution  was  formed 
there  were  but  thirteen  States.  Vermont  was 
admitted  in  1791,  Kentocfcy  in  the  following 
yesr,  and  Tennessee  in  179<f.  When  the  eight- 
eenth century  closed  there  were  but  sixteen 
States  embraced  in  the  Union,  less  than  one 
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half  the  present  number.  But  canses  were  in 
operation  which  led  to  their  rapid  multiplica- 
tion. 

During  the  revolutionary  stragele,  from 
which  colonies  emerged  into  independent 
States,  the  old  Congress-  of  the  Confederation 
had  recommended  to  the  States  having  waste 
and  unappropriated  lands  to  make  a  liberal 
cession  for  the  creation  of  a  common  fond  for 
the  benefit  of  all  the  States.  Promptly  and 
generously  was  this  appeal  responded  to,  and 
vast  territories  of  fertile  lands,  intersected  by 
navigable  streams  and  eminently  fit  for  the 
abode  of  civilization,  were  thus  placed  at  the 
disposition  of  Congress. .  Over  this  immense 
domain  Congress  became  proprietor  and  law- 
giver. 

It  does  not  fall  within  my  province,  how- 
ever, fo  speak  of  any  other  portion  of  these 
grants  except  that  made  by  Virginia  toward 
the  close  of  the  century,  lying  to  the  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio.  Over  that  Congress 
bad  extended  the  celebrated  ordinance  of  the 
18th  of  July,  1787.  Looking  into  that  great 
future  of  their  country  not  permitted  them  to 
see,  the  men  of  that  Congress  had  a  prophetic 
vision  of  its  destiny.  They  saw  great  com- 
munities of  civilized  men  taking  the  place  of 
the  savages  who  tenanted  the  forests  and  prai- 
ries, of  the  Northwest.  They  saw  great  cities 
rising  upon  the  banks  of  its  rivers  and  the 
margins  of  its  lakes,  and  the  industries  of 
civilization  usurping  the  place  of  the  petty 
employments  of  the  nomadic  and  hunter  races 
which  peopled  it.  They  sought  to  plant  in 
this  wild  region  the  seeds  of  religious  and  civil 
liberty,  and  to  fix  and  establish  there  forever 
on  a  permanent  basis  those  principles  of  free- 
dom and  independence  on  which  the  constitu- 
tions and  laws  oftbe  States,  then  struggling  for 
independence,  rested. 

Therefore  the  Congress  ordained  that  the 
six  articles  enumerated  should  be  considered 
articles  of  compact  between  the  original  States 
and  ^he  people  and  States  in  that  territory, 
and  forever  remain  unalterable  unless  by  com- 
mon consent.  Most  of  these,  such  as  define 
the  absolute  rights  of  man  in  matters  of  faith 
and  religious  worship,  in  the  enjoyment  of 
liberty  and  the  protection  of  properly,  such  as 
defiue  and  limit  the  powers  of  government, 
have  been  reproduced  in  the  constitutions  of 
the  new  Slates,  and  I  do  not  pause  to  com- 
ment upon  any  except  the  fourth  article.  Bf 
this,  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  to  spring 
up  there  were  never  to  interfere  with  the  pri> 
mary  dit^posai  of  the  soil  by  Congress.  No 
tax  was  to  be  imposed  on  lauds,  the  property 
of  the  United  States,  and  in  no  case  were  non- 
resident proprietors  to  be  taxed  higher  than 
residents,  oy  the  strongest  implication,  the 
States  were  allowed  to  tax  the  lauds  as  soon 
as  sold. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana  will  please  suspend  his  remarks. 
The  morning  hour  has  expired,  and  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  is  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  demand  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  hope  the  regular  order 
will  be  informally  passed  over  to  allow  my 
colleague  to  conclude  his  speech.  That  is  the 
usual  courtesy  granted  by  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Cameron]  gave  notice 
last  week  of  his  intention  to  move  to  lay  on 
the  table  whatever  might  be  the  unfinished 
business  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing the  French  spoliation  bill,  on  which  he 
desired  to  speak.  The  Senator  from  Indiana's 
colleague  desires  the  appropriation  bill  to  be 
informally  passed  over  to  enable  him  to  con- 
clude his  remarks. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  that  I  did  intend  to  ask  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  to 
which  the  Chair  has  alluded  to-day;  but  yes- 
terday, in  returning  from  my  home,  I  caught 
a  very  severe  cold,  and  I  am  unable  to  speak ; 
so  I  shall  take  an  early  opportunity  to  ask  the 


indulgence  of  the  Senate  for  the  consideration 
of  that  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Will  the  Sena- 
tor name  a  day  ? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  would  rather  not  until 
I  see  how  my  cold  improves. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Monday  and 
Tuesday  of  next  week  have  already  been  as- 
signed to  the  business  of  two  committees,  sub- 
ject to  unfinished  bu^iness. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia declines  to  have  the  regular  order  passed 
by  informally.  I  therefore  move  that  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill  be  laid  on  the  table 
nntil  my  colleague  concludes  his  speech. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sena- 
tor from  California  object  to  its  being  inform- 
ally passed  over  ? 

Mr.  COLE.    Yes,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  Sena- 
tor from  Indiana  moves  to  lay  the  appropria- 
tion bill  on  the  table  to  allow  his  colleague  to 
conclude  his  remarks,  after  which  he  wul  call 
up  the  appropriation  bill  again. 

Mr.  MORTON.     Of  course. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana  will  resume  his  remarks. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  I  have  now 
come  to  that  advanced  condition  of  the  north- 
west territory  when  infant  States  were  being 
born  of  it  and  admitted  into  the  Union.  The 
first  one  introduced  into  the  sisterhood  of 
States  the  present  century  was  Ohio.  First 
bom,  she  has  kept  the  lead  in  that  family 
group  which  occupies  the  country  between 
the  Ohio  and  the  lakes,  and  whose  western 
boundary  ia  the  Mississippi.  She,  with  Illinois, 
is  making  the  same  demand  of  the  justice  of 
Congress  that  lam  to-day  making  for  Indiana. 
We  have  a  common  claim,  though  perhaps 
the  equities  of  Ohio  are  inferior  to  those  of 
Illinois  or  my  own  State. 

In  order  to  make  plain  to  the  Senate  the 
nature  of  this  claim  I  must  begin  with  the 
act  which  enabled  the  people  of  Ohio  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  government. 

They  were  idlowed  to  do  this  upon  the  ac- 
ceptance by  them  ot  certain  propositions.  One 
was  that. the  convention  of  the  State  should 
provide  by  an  ordinance  that  every  tract  of 
land  sold  by  Congress  after  the  80ih  of  June, 
1802,  should  be  and  remain  exempt  from  any 
tax  whatever  for  the  term  of  five  years  from 
the  day  of  sale.  One  of  the  concessions  made 
by  Congress  for  this  relinquishment  of  the 
right  to  tax  was  that  one  twentieth  part  of 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  lands  lying  within  the 
State  sold  by  Congress  after  that  date  should 
be  applied  to  the  laying  out  and  making  pub- 
lic roads  leading  from  the  navigable  waters 
emptying  into  the  Atlantic  to  the  Ohio  river, 
and  thence  to  the  State  of  Ohio  and  through  the 
State.  These  roads  were  to  be  laid  out  under 
the  authority  of  Congress  with  the  consent  of 
the  States  through  which  they  should  pass. 

I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  sev- 
eral terms  of  this  compact  for  which  Ohio 
relinquished  her  right  of  taxation^  The  pledge 
is  given  by  Congress  that  five  per  cent,  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  all  sales  of  public  lands  in 
Ohio  shall  be  applied  to  the  making,  not  of  a 
road,  but  roads ^  and  these  are  to  start  from  the 
navigable  waters  I  have  mentioned,  and  they 
are  to  cross  the  Ohio  river  and  to  be  built,  not 
to  the  State  line,  but  through  the  State.  The 
roads  are  to  be  madCf  not  begun,  not  partially 
completed,  but  they  are  to  be  made,  and  the 
five  per  cent,  jproceeds  are  to  be  applied  to 
the  making.  The  compact  is  not  that  Con- 
gress shall  stop  work  when  the  money  is  spent, 
out  the  covenant  is  to  lay  ont  and  build  the 
roads  whether  the  fund  is  sufficient  for  that 
purpose  or  not.  So  the  people  of  Ohio  must 
nave  understood  it.  The  road  to  that  State 
and  through  it  was  what  they  bargained  for. 
It  was  to  be  a  continuous  road  from  the  west- 
ern ^ne  of  their  State  to  some  point  of  inter- 
section with  a  navigable  stream  whose  waters 


flowed  into  the  Atlantic.  Of  what  use  to  them 
would  be  a  road  in  Maryland  or  Virginia  if 
they  had  to  travel  through  an  interTeniog 
wilderness  and  scale  rugged  moaatufis  to 
reach  it? 

I  pass  now  to  the  act  of  April  19, 1816, 
which  enabled  the  people  of  the  Indians  Ter- 
ritory to  form  a  tonstitution  and  Suite  goT- 
ernment  with  the  view  of  admissioD  into  ilte 
Union  as  a  State.  In  this  law  Congresa 
offered  five  propositions  to  the  conTeouoo, 
which,  if  accepted,  should  be  obligator;  upon 
the  United  States. 

The  first  was  that  the  sixteenth  section  in 
every  township  should  be  granted  to  the  in- 
habitants of  the  township  for  the  nse  of 
schools.  The  second  was  tnat  the  salt  spriD^s 
in  the  Territory  and  such  lands  as  were  neces- 
sary for  working  them,  not  exceeding  in  all 
thirty' six  sections,  should  be  granted  to  the 
State  for  the  use  of  the  people.  Tbe  diird 
was  that  five  per  cent,  of  ine  net  procefds  of 
the  public  lands  which  should  be  sold  after 
the  1st  day  of  December,  1816,  shoald  be 
reserved  for  making  public  roads  and  canals, 
of  which  three  fifths  should  be  applied  to 
these  objects  within  the  State,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Legislature,  and  two  fifths  to  the 
making  of  a  road  or  roads  leading  to  the 
State,  but  not  into  or  throogh  it;  and  tbii 
sum  was  to  be  expended  under  the  directioa 
of  Congress.  The  fourth  and  fifth  proposi- 
tions made  small  grants  of  lands  for  tbe  ose 
of  a  seminary  of  learning,  and  for  establi&b- 
ing  the  seat  of  government. 

These  were  the  propositions.  Now,  sir, 
consider  the  condition.  The  condition  tu 
that  in  consideration  of  this  promise  and  these 
grants  the  convention  shoald  provide,  by  an 
irrevocable  ordinance,  that  every  tract  of  laad 
sold  by  the  United  States  after  the  let  of  De- 
cember, 1816,  should,  as  in  the  case  of  Ohio, 
remain  untaxable  for  any  purpose  whatever 
for  five  years  from  the  day  of  sale. 

Sir,  this  was  the  hard  bargain  which  Coa* 
gress  drove  with  the  people  of  the  Territory 
when  they  desired  to  emerge  from  their  terri- 
torial condition  and  form  a  State  govemmeut. 
In  the  light  of  the  liberal  grants  made  to  the 
States,  at  a  later  day,  and  the  prodigal  be»to«- 
ments  of  the  public  lands  uponSiaies  and  cor- 
porations within  the  last  twentj-two  years, 
how  narrow  and  penny- wise  seem  these  pro- 
visions. Even  the  grant  of  the  tbirty-six^h 
part  of  a  township  of  land  for  so  good  a  pur- 
pose as  the  education  of  the  children  of  tbe 
younff  communities,  was  grudgingly  given.  Tbe. 
annals  of  Congress  at  this  early  day  are  ao 
instructive  study  to  the  political  8tud«au 
When  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Ohio  was 
under  discussion,  a  member  from  PeoDsjivania 
protested  against  the  diversion  of  what  was  tbe 
common  property  of  the  States  to  the  purpose 
of  common-school  education. 

**  What  authority,''  he  exclaimed,  ^'have 
we  to  give  the  people  of  Ohio  land  equal  to 
the  thirty-sixth  part  of  their  whole  State,  or 
to  expend  on  the  improvements  of  their  roads 
three  per  cent,  of  all  the  money  arising  from 
the  sale  of  the  public  lands  in  that  country  J' 

The  exemption  from  taxation  provided  far 
he  considered  as  nothing,  or  the  next  thing  to 
nothing,  i^est  the  broiMi  views  of  the  Peap- 
sylvania  statesman  should  by  chance  become 
severed  from  their  author,  in  the  faat-gaih'^rioj 
mists  which  settle  upon  and  obscure  the  ptf^ 
it  is  fit  I  should  rescue  from  oblivion  the  name 
of  Andrew  Gregg,  who  proclaimed  these  seou- 
ments. 

Now,  sir,  let  us  attend  more  closely  to  these 
propositions  to  the  people  of  the  Indiana  Terri- 
tory. I  said  the  bargain  was  a  hard  one,  aoa 
BO  it  was,  judged  by  itself,  or  in  the  light  of 
subsequent  history  and  subsequent  legislstioa 
on  the  same  subject-matter. 

What  right  did  these  people  surrender  3Q 
their  strong  desire  to  emerge  lix>m  ibeir  chrjS' 
alis  state  and  take  upon  themselves  a  noble 
political  relation  aa  a  sovereign  State  io  tbe 
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Union?  It  was  a  right  almost  vital  to  the 
existence  of  a  State;  a  right  goarantied  by 
the  Ordioanee  of  1787 ;  a  right  to  employ  the 
sovereign  power  of  taxaiion  over  the  soil  its 
laws  protected ;  a  right  to  resort  for  its  neces- 
sary revenues  to  ihe  owners  of  that  soil,  the 
men  in  an  infant  agricultural  community,  of 
all  others  best  able  to  bear  the  burdens  of 
Government  as  they  share  in  largest  degree  in 
its  benefits. 

At  that  time,  sir,  there  was  neither  com- 
merce nor  manufactures  in  the  country.  The 
State  was  mostly  covered  by  heavy  forests. 
Much  of  it  was  flat  and  marshy.  Not  only 
was  the  forest  growth  to  be  removed,  bat 
costly  drainage  to  be  acoomplished  before  the 
country  was  fit  for  cultivation  and  habitancy. 
This  was  fifty-six  years  ago,  when  for  the 
paltry  concessions  made  of  uninviting  lands, 
neld  at  $1  26  per  acre,  for  education,  for  the 
seat  of  government,  for  the  use  of  certain 
salt  springs,  and  the  promise  of  a  road,  the 
people  agreed  to  give  up  the  taxing  power  for 
the  period  of  five  years  on  nearly  all  the  lands 
in  the  Territory,  and  at  a  time,  -too,  when  they 
most  needed  to  employ  it. 

You  must  not  forget,  sir,  that  the  same  ear 
sential  political  machinery  is  as  necessary  for 
a  young  as  an  old  State.    The  State  must 
have  its  Governor,  its  Legislative  Assembly, 
and  its  courts.    The  counties  and  townships 
must  have  their    proper  officers,  the  same 
classes,  indeed,  that  obtain  in  the  old  States. 
And  all  of  these  officers  in  the  different  de- 
partments, in  the  State,  in  the  counties,  and 
townships  must  be  paid,  and  they  can  be  paid 
only  through  taxation.     Where  are  the  taxes 
to  come  £rom?    For  five  years  after  the  sale 
every  foot  of  the  public  lands  is  protected 
from  taxation,  and   protected  by  reason   of 
this  compact.    The  whole  weight  of  taxation 
must  fall  mainly  upon  personal  property,  upon 
stock  and  crops,  upon  the  merchant's  goods, 
upon  particular  classes  of  business,  and  upon 
the  polls  of  the  inhabitants.    The  poor  man 
must  pay  as  high  a  poll-tax  as  the  wealthy  land- 
owner. *  I  speak  as  a  witness,  for  I  have  seen 
and  felt  the  injustice  of  this  exemption.     For 
years  I  saw  farm  after  farm  opened,  from  which 
vaioable  crops  were  taken,  while  the  owners 
who  were  best  qualified  to  bear  the  burdens 
of  taxation  were  protected  under  this  compact 
But  I  am  wandering  from  the  point  I  wanted 
to  bring  before  the  Senate,  and  that  is,  what 
Congress  committed  itself  to  do  in  considera- 
tion of  this  exemption.    That  was,  as  I  have 
said,  to  reserve  five  per  cenL,  not  of  the  gross 
proceeds  of  the  sales,  but  of  their  net  pro- 
ceeds, af^er  all  items  of  expense  in  extinguish- 
ing the  Indian  title  for  their  survey  and  sale 
were  deducted  to    make  roads  and  canals. 
Three  fiAbs  of  this  sum  was  to  be  applied  to 
these  objects  within  the  State.    This  i>art  of 
the  compact  has  been  performed.     But  two 
fifths  of  this  sum,  or  what  is  popularly  known 
as  the  two  per  cent,  fund,  was  reserved  and 
was  to  be  applied  bv  Congress  in  making  a 
road    or   roads  to   the  Stale.      Herein   the 
compact  differs  from  that  made  with  Ohio. 
In  her  case  Congress  was  to  make  the  road 
ncTt  only  to  but  through  the  State.     Now,  as 
Indiana  joins  Ohio,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  cov- 
enant with  the  latter  State  could  not  be  kept 
without  building  a  road  to  the  Indiana  line ; 
and  thus  Congress  stipulated  to  do  nothing 
more  for  Indiana  than  it  had  already  bound 
itself  to  do  for  Ohio.    It  waa  in  reality  a 
double  covenant  made  with  the  two  States, 
for  which  double  compensation  was  exacted 
for  doing  the  same  thing. 

Bot  passing  over  this  point  for  the  time  being, 
I  pause,  Mr.  President,  to  ask  who  was  to  be 
most  benefited  I7  such  roads  leading  to  the 
States  as  was  here  stipulated  for?  Was  it  the 
General  Government  or  the  people  of  the 
young  States?  At  that  time  the  public  lands 
were  looked  to  as  a  means  of  revenue  much 
more  than  now.  Then  as  now  we  had  a  tariff. 
The  cnstoms  dnttea  were  then  as  now  the  ptin 
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cipal  source  of  revenue,  but  the  proportions  of 
the  yield  from  duties  00  foreign  goods  and  from 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  widely  dif- 
ferent from  their  present  relations.  In  1815 
we  collected  in  duties  $7,282,942,  while  the 
public  lands  yielded  $1,287,959.  Last  year  we 
collected  from  customs  duties  $206,000,000, 
while  our  cash  sales  of  lands  were  $1,244,- 
688  77,  or  less  than  one  and  a  quarter  mil- 
lion dollars. 

When  Congress  passed  this  enabling  act  and 
imposed  this  hard  condition,  its  purpose  was 
evident;  it  was  to  create  a  motive  or  induce- 
ment for  people  to  buy  its  lands.  Here  was  a 
form  of  investment  in  which  capital  was  secure 
from  the  tax-gatherer  for  five  years.  It  was 
an  open,  pubUc  invitation  to  men  of  money  to 
invest  their  means,  with  the  certain  assurance 
that  whether  they  bought  in  small  or  large 
quantities  their  lands  should  be  shielded  from 
taxation  in  any  form  for  such  a  period  of  time 
that  they  could  realize  a  handsome  profit  in 
the  demand  that  would  spring  up  tor  their 
lands  before  the  five  years  expired. 

But  suppope  a  broader  view  influenced  Con- 
gress, that  of  promoting  the  actual  settlement 
of  the  country,  the  profit  still  inured  to  the 
GovernmenL  Need  I  sayi  sir,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  a  gainer  whenever  the  bold  pioneer 
Sushes  forward  into  the  wilderness  and  sub- 
ues  the  soil  and  brings  it  under  his  dominion? 
Every  new  farm  is  a  contribution  to  the  na- 
tional wealth  aud  to  the  national  strength. 
Whether  the  settler  be  an  immigrant  from 
abroad,  or  has  given  place  to  one  in  his  march 
to  the  West,  the  result  is  the  same.  His  family 
in  the  consumption  of  foreign  goods  helps  to 
pay  the  revenues,  while  his  surplus  proaucts 
go  to  swell  the  annual  exports.  But  more 
than  all  this,  and  far  above  these  narrow  con- 
siderations, the  settler  has  become  an  inde- 
pendent freeholder,  with  a  bit  of  ground  he  can 
call  his  own,  ai\d  with  a  sense  he  is  part  of  the 
^reat  body-politic,  having  a  common  interest 
m  its  prosperity  and  glory.  Is  this  nothing? 
It  is  tne  crowning  glory  of  our  country,  sin 
that  man  may  here  attain  the  full  measure  of 
his  manhood  in  that  sense  of  iudependencei 
of  just  pride,  which  flows  from  being  a  free- 
holder and  mingling  freely  and  upon  equality 
with  his  fellow 'men  in  the  management  of  pub- 
lic affairs. 

When  Congress,  therefore,  at  the  expense 
of  the  people  of  the  territory,  provided  this 
powerful  inducement,  it  was  legislating  in  the 
interest  of  the  whole  country;  it  was  adopt- 
ing the  best  method  to  sell  the  public  lands 
and  to  promote  the  population  and  wealth  of 
the  whole  country;  it  was  opening  up  new 
fields  of  enterprise  and  reclaiming  to  the  use 
of  man  what  was  wild,  unproductive,  and  use- 
less. Withoutdemanding  any  such  exemption, 
how  wise  it  would  have  been  to  second  the 
enterprise  of  the  pioneer  in  devoting  a  part 
of  the  money  he  paid  for  his  land,  far  remote 
from  settlements,  mills,  schools,  and  churches, 
without  roads  or  bridges,  in  furnishing  him 
some  of  these  facilities. 

We  are  wiser  now  than  then.  The  whole 
country  has  come  to  recognize  the  fact  that  in 
giving  a  homestead  to  the  actual  settler  we  get 
in  return  more  than  we  give.  .  Nay,  sir,  we  do 
not  stop  with  bestowing  homesteads.  We  spend 
millions  in  improving  the  navigation  of  our 
rivers,  in  buildmc  wagon-roads,  and  opening 
up  great  national  thoroughfares,  penetrating 
vast  and  silent  regions,  with  the  view  of  pro- 
motin|[  emigration  and  the  early  settlement  of 
oountnes  n  ow  waste  and  unprod  uptive.  We  open 
a  path  way  to  the  settler;  we  make  roads  to  the 
country  where  immigration  tends ;  we  recof^- 
nize  the  duty  of  Government  to  aid  him  m 
every  legitimate  way  rather  than  put  burdens 
on  his  shoulders. 

Sir,  the  warmest  sympathies  of  my  heart  go 
with'  the  adventurous  pioneer  of  civilization 
who  plants  his  home  in  the  remote  wilderness 
or  fiuT  out  upon  the  prairie.  I  see  his  cabin 
on  the  edge  of  the  grove,  an  illimitable  sea 


of  verdure  spreading  around  him.  Look  far 
and  near  ana  you  see  the  smoke  of  no  other 
chimney.  But  I  know  that  others  will  follow 
him,  and  soon  there  will  spring  up  a  settle- 
ment there,  the  nucleus  of  a  county.  I  know  he 
has  carried  with  him  his  language  and  religion, 
his  love  of  country  and  the  knowledge  and  arts 
that  will  soon  convert  the  waste  places  into 
fruitful  fields.  I  know  that  churches  and 
schools  will  soon  be  planted  there ;  that  by  and 
by  a  new  State  from  these  feeble  beginnings 
will  seek  admission  into  the  Union ;  that  a 
new  and  bright  star  will  ere  long  be  added  to 
our  flag,  never  to  be  blotted  out. 

Is  it  not  our  daily  theme  of  pride  and  satis- 
faction that  this  nation  has  grown  so  rapidly^ 
in  numbers  and  expanded  over  and  subdued 
such  a  wonderful  extent  of  country ;  that  the 
people  have  not  stayed  their  progress  until, 
navmg  traversed  fifty-eight  parallels  of  longi- 
tude, they  stand  upon  the  borders  of  that  ocean 
which  separates  them  from  the  cradle  of  the 
human  race  7  But  this  has  been  accomplished 
under  a  system  wiser  than  that  which  obtained 
when  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois  came  into 
the  Union. 

In  the  light  of  our  later  experience  and  more 
beneficent  legislation,  I  now  come,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, to  ask  the  Senate  to  give  me  its  atten- 
tion to  what  are  the  rights  of  Indiana  under 
the  compact  I  have  stated.  Beginning  with 
1848,  when  a  territorial  government  was  pro- 
vided for  Oregon,  and  following  the  course 
of  Jegislation  down  to  the  present  time,  I  find 
that  every  new  State  since  that  year  has  re- 
ceived the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth  sections 
in  every  township  for  purposes  of  education. 
Indiana  received  but  half  that  quantity. 

Beginning  with  the  year  1886,  when  Mich- 
igan and  Arkansas  came  into  the  Union  hand 
in  hand,  I  find  that  the  settled  policy  has  been 
to  give  each  new  State  the  five  per  cent,  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  within 
its  limits,  to  be  expended  by  itself,  and  that 
no  such  cruel  exaction  has  been  made  that 
for  this  privilege  the  public  lands  when  sold 
should  remain  untaxable.    For  thirty-six  years 

Sast  no  such  condition  has  been  imposed, 
[ichigan  and  Arkansas,  Iowa  and  Wisconsiui 
Minnesota,  Kansas.  Nevada,  and  Nebraska 
are  here  in  this  Chamber  by  their  honored 
representatives  to  challenge  this  statement  if 
it  be  not  true.  They  are  children  of  the  Union 
of  later  birth,  and  have  been  more  fondly 
endowed.  I  appeal  to  them  to-day  to  give  me 
generous  support  in  the  claims  I  urge.  I 
repeat,  you  have  got  your  five  per  cent.,  while 
Indiana  has  got  but  three  per '  cent.  Yon 
have  made  no  surrender  of  your  right  to  tax 
the  public  lands  when  sold,  while  Indiana 
was  retarded  in  her  ^owth,  and  cramped  finan- 
cially because  of  this  surrender. 

But  do  you  say  that  we  have  what  you  did 
not:  the  promise  of  Congress  to  build  a  road 
to  the  State  ;  a  promise  which  I  shall  presently 
show  was  never  performed  7  I  answer,  yon 
have  got  what  is  far  better  than  such  a  stipula- 
tion. Tou  have  got  the  benefit  of  the  road, 
such  as  it  is,  without  paying  anything  for  it. 
You  have  received  ampler  donations  of  the 
public  lands,  not  only  in  the  interest  of  edu- 
cation, but  for  internal  improvements. 

Acrtfi, 
Up  to  1870  WUeonain  received  in  donationt 

of  the  public  laudii .m .....mm m...m  7i403,657 

Iowa. 7.002.675 

MlnnetoU - 7,084.767 

vFeaoa.. *.....« ...•..••...•*..  ......••••.••••.•.*........•.....  o. m.om» 

Miobiffao ...m - ^ .-13,467.()0d 

Yet  Indiana,  whose  population  exceeds  that 
of  any  of  these  five  States,  has  received  but  a 
fraction  over  three  and  a  half  million  acres  ; 
less  than  one  fourth  of  fortunate  Michigan ; 
half  only  of  what  Wisconsin,  Iowa,  and  Min- 
nesota have  received.  I  have  in  this  statement 
included  only  such  lands  as  have  been  patented 
to  these  States,  and  not  the  millions  promised 
in  railroad  grants,  which,  sooner  or  later,  will 
be  called  for. 

I  uttier,  sir,  no  words  of  complaint  for  this 
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ineqaality,  thoagh  none  of  these  States  ex- 
perienced half  the  obstacles  in  their  settlement 
that  was  the  fate  of  Indiana.  I  allude  to  these 
facts  only  to  show  that  the  representatives  of 
these  States  on  this  floor  can  well  afford  to  do 
justice  by  their  older  bat  less  fortunate  sisters. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  come  now  to  the  point 
to  which  all  I  have  said  teodSt  or  rather  was 
necet'sary  by  way  of  preface.  I  wish  to  estab- 
lish the  sickle  proposition  that  Congress  has 
not  executed  its  partof  the  compact  with  Indi- 
ana, and  should  in  justice  compel  an  account- 
ing for  this  two  per  cent.  fund.  If  the  promised 
road  has  not  been  built,  then  the  case  is  clear. 
If  the  work  was  begun  and  abandoned,  then  it 
is  equally  clear.  If  the  road  was  even  built, 
and  then  surrendered  by  Congress  to  the  sev- 
eral States  through  which  it  passed,  to  be  con- 
verted by  them  into  toll-roads,  in  whioh  the  peo- 
ple of  Indiana  must  pay  tribute  every  twenty 
miles,  then  the  promise  was  not  kept  substan- 
Ually,  for  it  ceased  to  be  a  free  highway. 

If  Congress  stipulated  to  do  nothing  more 
for  Indiana  than  it  had  covenanted  already 
with  Ohio  to  do,  then  it  obtained  something 
for  nothing.  It  has  retained  our  two  per 
cent*  for  doing  what  the  United  States  were 
already  bound  to  do  without  any  fresh  stipu- 
lation. If  beyond  all  this  I  shall  show  that 
in  1857  Congress  recognized  its  obligation  to 
settle  with  Indiana  this  two  per  cent,  claim, 
then  I  have  demonstrated  that  this  law  should 
pass;  for  the  pending  measure  has  for  its 
single  purpose  the  removal  of  that  ambiguity 
which  has  produced  conflicting  opinions  from 
two  Attorneys  General. 

Inverting  the  reasons,  I  will  first  take  up 
and  analyze  the  act  of  Congress  passed  in 
1867.     It  is  as  follows : 

An  act  to  settle  certain  tooonnts  between  tb«  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  State  of  MissiMippi,  and  other 
States. 

Be  it  enacted,  &c,^  That  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  required 
to  state  an  account  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining what  sam  or  sums  of  money  are  due  to  said 
State,  nereto fore  unsettled  on  account  of  the  public 
lands  in  said  State,  and  upon  the  same  principles  of 
allowance  and  settlement  as  prescribed  in  the  act 
to  settle  certain  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  Alabama,  approved  March  2,  1855, 
and  that  he  be  required  to  include  in  said  aooount 
the  several  reservations  under  the  various  treaties 
with  the  Chickasaw  and  Choctaw  Indians  within  the 
limits  of  Mississippi,  and  allow  and  pay  to  the  said 
State  five  per  cent,  thereon,  as  in  case  of  other 
sales,  estimating  the  lands  at  the  value  of  SI  25  per 
acre 

SCO.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said 
Commissioner  shall  also  state  an  acooant  between 
the  United  States  and  each  of  the  other  States  upon 
the  same  prinjiiples,  and  shall  allow  and  pay  to  each 
State  such  amount  as  shall  thus  be  found  due,  es- 
timating all  lands  and  permanent  reservations  at 
$1  25  per  acre. 

The  Alabama  act|  to  which  this  refers,  is  as 
follows : 

An  act  to  settle  certain  accounts  between  tiie 
United  States  and  the  State  of  Alabama. 
Be  it  enacted,  <£rr..  That  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Qeneral  Land  Office  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  required 
to  state  an  account  between  the  United  States  and 
the  State  of  Alabama,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing  what  sum  orsums  of  money  are  due  to  said  State, 
heretofore  unsettled,  under  the  sixth  section  of  the 
act  of  March  2, 1819,  for  the  admission  of  Alabama 
into  the  Union ;  and  that  he  be  required  to  include 
in  said  account  the  several  reservations  under  the 
various  treaties  with  the  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  and 
Creek  Indians,  within  the  limits  of  Alabama,  and 
allow  and  pay  to  the  said  State  five  percent,  thereon, 
as  in  case  of  other  sales. 

These  two  acts  are  to  be  construed  together 
Indeed  the  later  one,  the  Mississippi  act, 
incorporates  the  former  by  its  reference  and 
its  declaration  that  the  settlement  is  to  be 
made  upon  the  same  principles  prescribed  in 
the  Alabama  act. 

What,  then,  did  Congress  by  this  law  require 
the  Commissioner  to  do?  He  was  required  to 
state  an  account  with  Mississippi,  and  tl^  par- 
ties to  that  accounting  were  that  State  and  the 
United  States.  The  object  of  that  accounting 
was  to  ascertain  what  sum  of  money  was  due 
the  State  and  not  settled.  What  was  to  be  the 
subject-matter  of  that  accounting  7  It  was  the 
public  lands  iMid  her  claim  under  the  ii?e  per 


cent,  stipulation  in  her  enabling  act,  which 
was  almost  identical  in  language  with  that  of 
Indiana. 

What  rule  was  to  govern  the  Commissioner 
in  stating  the  account?  He  was  **to  include 
in  said  account'* — I  am  quoting  now  the 
language  of  both  acts — ^*he  was  to  include  in 
said  account  the  several  reservations  under 
various  treaties'*  with  certain  Indian  tribes; 
he  was  to  estimate  the  lands  at  $1  25  per  acre, 
and  he  was  to  pay  the  State  five  per  cent, 
thereon  as  in  case  of  other  sales,  deducting 
what  had  been  already  settled.  These  are 
the  several  provisions  of  the  law.  The  Mis- 
sissippi act  contains  one  rule  the  Alabama  act 
did  not,  that  which  fixed  the  rate  at  whioh  the 
reservations  should  be  valued.  The  Missis- 
sippi act  directs  that  not  only  the  permanent 
reservations  shall  be  valued  at  $1  25  per  acre, 
but  that  all  the  lands  shall  be  valued  at  that 
price.  This  fixed  a  basis  for  the  computation, 
and  left  out  of  the  account  what  otherwise 
would  have  been  necessary,  the  ascertainment 
of  what  the  lands  sold  for  in  point  of  fact. 

Now  the  second  section  oi  this  Mississippi 
act  extends  the  law  to  the  other  States,  and 
requires  an  accounting  with  each  of  them. 
This  account  is  to  be  conducted  upon  the  same 
principle  as  in  the  case  of  Mississippi,  and  then 
follows  the  direction  to  the  Commissioner,  so 
clear  and  explicit  that  I  cannot  see  how  men 
should  have  difiered  in  its  interpretation : 

'*And  shall  allow  and  pay  to  each  State  such 
amount  as  shall  thus  be  found  due,  estimating  all 
lands  and  permanent  reservations  at  $1  25  per  acre." 

Is  it  not  clear,  sir^  that  the  Commissioner, 
in  stating  the  account,  was  not  to  limit  himself 
to  the  reservations,  as  some  suppose?  The 
language  is  he  shall  estimate  all  lands  and 
permanent  reservations.     No  torturing  of  Ian- 

Stage  can  make  this  mean  reservations  alone, 
e  could  not  do  his  duty  under  this  law  with- 
out estimating  all  the  public  lands  in  the  State 
which  had  been  sold,  and  then  adding  to  these 
allpermanent  reservations. 

But,  it  may  be  asked,  why  do  I  make  this 
claim  for  Indiana  under  the  second  section 
of  the  Mississippi  act?  I  answer,  because 
Indiana  was  one  of  the  other  States  referred 
to  in  the  law,  one  of  the  four  States  whose 
enabling  acta  contained  similar  provisions 
with  those  of  Mississippi,  and  which  had  simi- 
lar claims  with  that  State  for  balances  due  on 
this  five  per  cent.  fund.  The  remaining  States 
were  Ohio,  Illinois,  and  Missouri.  The  pro- 
vision in  the  enabling  act  of  Missouri  is  almost 
identical  with  that  of  Indiana.  That  in  the 
Illinois  act  differs  from  it  only  in  allowing 
three  fifths  of  the  five  per  cent,  to  be  applied 
by  the  Legislature  for  the  encouragement  of 
learning.  But  the  stipulations  of  Congress  in 
the  enabling  acts  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Mis- 
souri are  identical  as  to  the  two  per  cent.,  and 
that  is  that  it  shall  be  disbursed  under  the 
direction  of  Congress  in  making  a  road  lead- 
ing to  the  State.  In  this  respect  that  of  Ohio 
differs  from  all  the  others,  for  here,  as  I  have 
shown,  the  compact  was  to  make  public  roads 
from  the  navigable  waters  flowing  into  the 
Atlantic,  not  only  to  but  through  the  State. 

I  have  said  already,  and  repeat,  that  the 
United  States  had  committed  themaelvev  by 
solemn  covenant  with  Ohio  to  do  all  that  the 
enabling  act  of  Indiana  required  them  to  do. 
They  could  not  make  a  road  through  Ohio, 
leading  from  the  AtlantiC|  without  reaching 
the  line  which  separates  that  State  from  Indi- 
ana. The  honest  execution  of  that  covenant 
with  Ohio  gaye  my  State  a  road  to  her  east- 
em  line.  When,  therefore.  Congress  stipu- 
lated in  the  enabling  act  of  Indiana  to  midce 
a  road  to  the  State,  it  only  repeated  a  cove- 
nant made  fourteen  yeacs  before,  which  it  was 
bound  in  good  faith  to  execute.  But  it  did 
something  more.  It  exacted  pay  a  second 
time  for  doing  the  same  thing. 

I  have  said  all  that  occurs  to  me  in  relation 
to  the  construction  of  this  act  of  1S67  psvethis: 
it  is  said  that  provisions  were  made  already  in 


the  preemption  law  of  1841  for  relinquiti^iDg 
to  Alabama  and  Mississippi  the  conirol  of  the 
Government  over  their  two  percent,  fund :  but 
a  careful  examination  of  that  law  shows  that 
an  important  condition  was  annexed  before  it 
was  to  go  into  operation.  That  conditioa  vu3 
that  these  Slates  should  consent  by  legislative 
acts  to  the  application  of  the  fund  to  panica- 
lar  forms  of  internal  improvement  special Ir 
described.  Whether  such  consent  was  ever 
given  I  do  not  know ;  whether  any  monej  ku 
paid  over,  and  if  so,  whether  it  was  applitd 
according  to  agreement,  I  do  not  know.  Xbst 
it  had  not  all  been  paid;  that  there  were 
unsettled  aceoants  growing  out  of  the  five 
per  cent,  fund,  of  which  this  was  part,  I 
know  fiill  well,  for  it  is  conceded  by  the  very 
terms  of  the  law.  If  Mississippi  had  got  her 
two  per  cent,  fond,  why  did  this  law  of  1657 
compel  an  accoanting  of  the  entire  five  per 
cent.  ?  Why  was  it  not  limited  to  the  onset- 
tied  three  per  cent,  fund?  Why  wss  the  act 
passed  at  all  if  the  law  of  1841  had  taken  effect 
and  been  executed  ?  If,  as  has  been  said,  the 
purpose  of  the  act  of  1867  was  to  compel  ao 
accounting  for  the  Indian  reservations,  why  did 
not  the  law  say  so  ?  Its  language  e  mbraces  the 
public  lands  equally  with  the  reservations.  So 
that,  sir,  view  the  law  in  whatever  light  yoa 
may,  it  seema  to  me  but  one  fiair  codcIusIoq 
can  be  drawn  from  it.  The  Commissiooer  was 
to  state  the  account  with  Mississippi  both  for 
the  public  lands  sold  and  the  reservatiooi. 
And  what  be  was  to  do  for  Mississipni  he  vai 
also  to  do  for  the  other  States.  The  eaou 
accoanting  and  the  same  payment  were  to  be 
had. 

Bat,  Mr.  President,  it  has  been  urged,  aod 
the  argamentwill  be  repeated,  that  these  three 
States  have  got  the  benefit  of  their  two  pet 
cent,  fund  in  what  has  been  done  by  the  Geo* 
eral  Government  in  building  the  Cumbeiiasd 
road. 

I  admit,  in  the  beginning,  that  tlua  work 
was  be^n  and  jnrosecuted  for  a  series  of 
years  with  direct  reference  to  the  stipulatioas 
of  these  enabling  acta.  I  shall  shortly  refer 
to  the  different  appnopriations  for  this  objeet. 
Bnt,  sir,  in  advance,  I  want  to  meet  the  arga 
ment  by  saying,  first,  that  the  road  wss  never 
completed;  next,  that  it  was  abandoned  inaa 
unfinished  condition  by  the  General  Goreni- 
ment  when  more  than  six  million  dollars  were 
required  to  complete  it,  and  surrendered 
to  the  States  through  which  the  completed 
portions  passed,  to  be  converted  by  them  into 
toll-roads ;  and  lastly,  that  in  1867  Gongr^^ 
waived  entirely  any  right  of  set-off  on  accoani 
of  the  money  spent  in  building  the  road.  As 
to  Indiana,  I  have  already  shown  that  Con- 
gress agreed  to  do  nothing  it  was  not  already 
bound  to  do. 

And  now,  sir,  I  come  to  sketch  as  briefly  bs 

foseible  the  history  of  the  Cumberland  road. 
do  this  because  what  has  been  done  in  mai* 
ing  it  is  relied  on  principally  for  denying  to 
these  States  the  payment  of  this  fund.  If  i^ 
shall  take  Senators  back  through  two  genera- 
tions and  bring  them  in  contact  with  the  men 
who  occupied  these  Halls  of  legislation  in  the 
beginning  of  the  century,  I  trust  the  time  viU 
be  profitably  spent. 

I  find,  in  the  Annals  of  Congress,  thatoo 
the  17th  of  December,  1S06.  Mr.  Tracy,  from 
the  committee  of  the  Senate  to  whom  had 
been  referred  the  compact  with  Ohio,  made  an 
elaborate  report.  He  first  showed  the  sootiot 
of  the  lands  sold  in  Ohio  down  to  the  SOlh  of 
September,  1806,  and  estimated  theanounidas 
the  State  on  this  two  per  cent,  reaervauoa. 
The  committee  then  proceeded  to  ^<<J^J . 
various  routes  examined,  and  conipsred  tbeir 
distances,  beginning  for  the  initial  point  at  Phti- 
adelphia,  Baltimore,  Washington,  and  Kics- 
mond,  and  running  westward  to  the  Ohio. 
They  say  that  the  mercantile  intorcoureeot 
the  citiaens  of  Ohio  with  the  Atlantic  8ttl« 
is  chieOy  with  Philadelphia  and  Baltioor^i 
i  and  finally  they  fix  upon  Cumberland,  suoate 
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at  the  eastern  foot  of  the  Alleghany  moantaina 

and   upon  the  iefl  bank  of  the  Potomac,  as 

the  starting- poin  .     They  say  in  their  report 

that  it  would  be  an  insult  to  the  intelligence  of 

Congress  to  enUrge  upon  the  highly  important 

considerations  of  cementing  the  union  of  our 

citizens  located  on  the  western   waters  with 

those  of  the  Atlantic  States.    They  then  add 

this  eminently  broad  and  patriotic  view  of  the 

question.     They  say : 

**  Politioiana  hare  generally  agreed  that  riTen 
unite  the  intereste  and  promote  the  friendship  of 
those  who  inhabit  their  banks;  while  mountains, 
on  theeontrary,  tend  to  the  disunion  and  estrange^ 
ment  of  those  who  are  separated  by  their  interyen- 
tion.  In  the  present  oaae.  to  make  the  crooked 
ways  straight  and  the  rough  ways  smooth,  will,  in 
effect,  remove  the  intervening  mountains,  and  by 
facilitating  the  intaroourse  of  our  western  brethren 
with  those  on  the  Atlantic,  substantially  unite  them 
in  iuterest,  which  the  committee  believe  is  the  most 
effectual  cement  of  union  applieable  to  the  human 
race." 

These,  sir,  are  words  of  a  philosopher  and 
Btatesman.  I  pause  a  moment  to  dwell  on 
them.  They  were  penned  when  the  treason 
of  Aaron  Burr  was  the  subject  of  general  dis- 
cussion ;  when  it  was  supposed  the  ties  were 
weakened  which  bound  the  western  coantrr 
to  the  Atlantic  States.  The  committee  dwell 
npon  the  importance  of  cementing — that  is 
the  word  they  use--cementing  the  union  of 
the  people  who  dwelt  on  the  eastern  and  west- 
ern slopes  of  the  mountains.  Powerfully  do 
the^  ar^ue  that  to  unite  them  in  interest  by 
facilitating  their  intercourse  with  each  other 
would  be  the  most  effectual  cement  of  union. 
And  the  building  of  this  road  was  to  be  the 
means  of  removing  the  mountain  barrier  which 
separated  them. 

yfhy  do  I  cite  tbia  report  and  dwell  apon  its 
language?  It  ia  to  prove  that  this  was  a  na- 
tional highway,  demanded  by  the  highest  con- 
siderations of  statesmanship,  and  should  have 
been  built  a^  the  public  expense.  Ibis  to  show 
that  Congress  should  do  now  what  ought  to 
have  been  done  then,  regard  and  treat  this 
road  as  one  in  which  the  whole  nation  was 
interested  as  a  measure  of  peace  and  union, 
and  not  seek  to  chaiige  its  expense  upon  the 
young  communities  of  the  West. 

I  have  before  me  various  references  to  the 
debates  which  occurred  upon  the  bill  the  com- 
mittee introduced,  but  dare  not  consume  the 
time  of  the  Senate  by  referring  to  them.  The 
bill  regulated  the  laying  out  and  making  a  road 
from  Cumberland,  m  the  State  of  Maryland, 
to  the  State  of  Ohio.  It  passed  the  Senate 
on  the  27th  of  December,  1805.  In  the  House 
it  encountered  opposition.  Mr.  Clark  and 
Hr.  Jackson  thought  there  should  be  three 
roads,  and  the  latter  opposed  the  route  selected. 
Mr.  Morrow,  of  Ohio,  believed  the  road  fixed 
by  the  committee  would  be  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  the  western  people ;  that  it  was 
the  best  and  most  direct  route. 

The  bill  became  a  law  on  the  29th  March, 
1806,  and  will  be  found  in  the  Statutes-at- 
Large,  volume  one,  page  357.  it  would  con- 
sume too  much  time  to  state  its  details.  The 
road  was  to  be  four  rods  in  width,  and  to  be 
raised  in  the  middle  of  the  carriage  way  with 
stone  and  earth,  or  gravel  and  sand,  or  a 
combination  of  some  or  all  of  them,  leaving  a 
ditch  or  water- course  on  each  side.  The  sum 
of  $30,000  waa  appropriated,  payable  from  the 
two  per  cent,  fund  of  Ohio. 

The  next  appropriation  made  was  of  the  sum 
$50,000,  on  March  8,  1811,  (2  Statutes,  661.) 
The  next  of  $80,000,  on  May  6, 1812.  Then 
followed  appropriations  in  the  following  order : 
February  14,  1815,  (volume  three,  page  206,) 
of  $100,000;  April  14,  1818,  (volume  three, 
psgp  426,)  of  $52,984  60;  April  14,  1818,  by 
tbo  same  act  a  further  appropriation  of 
$260,000.  Up  to  this  date  the  appropriations 
aggregate  $422,084  60,  and  with  the  exception 
ofthe  last  and  largest  one,  it  is  declared  that 
though  the  moneys  are  appropriated  from  the 
Treasury,  they  are  to  be  reimbursed  from  the 
fund  provided  in  Ohio's  enabling  ^ct. 

The  act  of  May  18,  1820,  (volume  three, 


page  604)  directs  the  President  to  appoint 

three  commissioners  to  examine  the  country 

between   Wheeling  and  a  point  on  the   left 

bank  of  the  Mississippi  river  to  be  selected  by 

them,  between  St.  Louis  and  the  mouth  of  the 

Illinois  river,  and  to  lay  out  the  road  eighty 

feet  in  width  between  the  two  points. 

Then  follows  this  proviso : 

"  Provided^  And  it  is  hereby  enacted  and  declared, 
that  nothing  in  this  act  contained,  or  that  shall  be 
done  in  parsnance  thereof,  shall  be  deemed  or  con- 
straed  to  imply  any  obligration  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Stat^  to  make  or  defray  the  expense  of  mak- 
ing the  road  hereby  authorised  to  be  laid  out*  or  any 
part  thereof." 

One  hundred  thootond  dollars  was  appro- 
priated to  defray  the  expenses  ot  laying  out 
the  road,  but  nothing  was  said  about  its  reim- 
bursement. 

This  declaration  of  Congress  appears  the 
more  remarkable  when  we  remember  that  at 
this  time  all  three  of  the  States,  Ohio,  Indi- 
ana, and  Illinois,  had  been  admitted  into  the 
Union  under  enabling  acts  which  bound  the 
United  States  to  make  the  road.  But  here  is 
a  distinct  disclaimer  of  the  obligation,  looking 
very  much  like  repudiation,  although  up  to 
this  time  all  the  money  expended  would  not 
.amount  to  the  five  per  cent,  fund  yielded  by 
Ohio  for  the  sake  ot  the  road. 

The  next  act  of  Congress  I  find  on  the  sub- 
ject is  that  of  March  8, 1825,  (volumefour,  page 
128.)  It  appropriates  $150,000  for  opening 
and  making  a  road  from  the  right  bank  of  the 
Ohio,  opposite  Wheeling,  to  the  Muskitigum 
river.  The  fourth  section  directs  the  President 
to  appoint  a  commissioner,  who  was  to  prose- 
cute the  examination  and  surveys  before  com- 
menced, and  to  extend  the  same  to  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  passing 
through  the  capitals  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and 
Illinois.  At  this  time  Missouri  had  been  ad- 
mitted as  a  State  into  the  Union,  with  the  same 
stipulation  a?  to  building  a  road  in  its  enabling 
act.  On  March  2, 1827,  (volume  four,  page  228,1 
$80,000  was  appropriated  to  repair  the  road 
between  Cumberland  and  Wheeling.  On  March 
2,  1829,  (volume  four,  page  351,)  there  was 
appropriated  $100,000  to  make  the  road  west 
ot  Zanesville. 

On  the  same  day  another  act  was  passed 
for  opening  the  road  located  through  Indiana. 
It  was  to  be  a  turnpike  road,  and  the  work  was 
to  commence  at  Indianapolis  and  be  prose- 
cuted to  the  eastern  and  western  boundaries 
of  the  State.  The  sum  of  $50,000  waa  appro- 
priated for  the  purpose. 

On  the  next  day,  March  8, 1829,  (volume  four, 
page  863,)  $100,000  was  granted  to  repair  the 
bridges,  walls,  and  other  works  on  the  road 
east  of  Wheeling. 

On  March  2,  1881,  (volume  four,  page  469,) 
several  appropriatious  were  made:  one  of 
$100,000  for  making  the  road  west  of  Zanesville; 
$950  on  account  of  repairs  made  in  1830;  $2,700 
in  completing  payments  to  individuals  for  work 
done  east  of  Zanesville ;  $265,000  for  payment 
of  arrearages  for  the  survey  of  tb%  road  from 
Zanesville  to  the  capital  of  Missouri ;  $75,000 
for  grading  and  bridging  the  road  in  Indiana 
and  for  work  done  east  and  west  of  Indian- 
apolis; and  $66,000  was  appropriated  for  open- 
ing, grading,  and  bridging  the  road  in  Illinois. 

Again,  on  24th  June,  1834,  (volume  four,  page 
680,)  I  find  that  $200,000  was  appropriated  to 
continue  the  road  in  Oliio,  $150,000  In  Indi- 
ana, and  $100,000-  in  Illinois.  At  the  same 
time  $300,000  was  appropriated  for  the  road 
east  of  the  Ohio  river,  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  compact,  made  with  Maryland,  Virginia, 
and  Pennsylvania,  to  which  States  the  road 
had  then  been  surrendered.  In  this  connec- 
tion I  quote  the  Tan^uage  of  the  last  law  rel- 
ative to  this  appropriation: 

"That  as  soon  as  the  sum  by  this  act  appropriated, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  ia  neccssnry,  shall  be  ezpetidea 
in  the  repair  of  said  road,  affreeabty  to  the  previa- 
ions  of  this  act,  the  snine  shall  be  surrendered  to 
the  States  respectively  through  which  said  road 
passed,  and  the  United  States  shall  not  thereafter  be 
sutaijected  to  any  expense  for  repairing  said  road." 

From  this  time  forward  the  Cumberland  road 


east  of  the  Ohio  river  ceases  to  figure  in  our 
legislation.  The  mountains  have  been  scaled, 
the  road  not  only  built,  but  repaired,  is  now 
handed  over  to  these  old  States  to  be  converted 
by  them  into  toll- roads,  with  gates  at  every 
twenty  miles,  where  tribute  is  to  be  paid  for  its 
use  by  the  citizens  of  the  West,  whose  money 
has  built  it. 

I  come  now  to  the  next  act  on  the  subject, 
that  of  March  3, 1835,  (volume  four,  page  772,) 
by  which  $200,000  is  appropriated  to  continue 
the  road  in  Ohio,  and  $100,000  to  continue  it 
in  Indiana. 

I  spoke  too  soon,  sir,  a  moment  ago  when  I 
said  we  should  hear  no  more  of  the  Cumber- 
land road  east  of  Wheeliug.  for  here  I  find  that 
$346,186  58  is  appropriated  to  carry  into  effect 
the  arrangements  with  these  old  Slates  and  to 
put  the  road  into  perfect  condition  to  be  handed 
over  to  them  as  a  gracious  gift.     Again  Con- 

Sress  says  that  when  this  money  is  expended 
^e  United  States  are  to  be  at  no  further 
expense  about  the  road. 

The  next  act  is  that  of  July  2, 1836,  (volume 
fiire,  page  71.)  By  this  $200,000  is  appropri- 
ated to  continue  the  road  in  Ohio,  $250,000 
to  continue  it  in  Indiana,  and  $150,000  to  con- 
tinue it  in  Illinois.  There  is  a  cautious  pro- 
viso that  the  appropriation  for  Illinois  should 
be  limited  to  grading  and  bridging  the  road, 
and  it  was  not  to  be  construed  as  pledg- 
ing Congress  to  future  appropriations  for  mac- 
adamizing it.  By  the  second  section  the 
moneys  appropriated  for  Ohio  and  Indiana 
were  directed  to  be  expended  in  completing 
I  the  greatest  possible  continuous  portions  ot 
the  road  in  those  States,  so  that  the  finished 
parts  might  be  surrendered  to  them. 

Agaiui  on  March  8, 1837,  (volume  five,  page 
195,)  appropriations  were  made ;  $190,000  to 
continue  the  road  in  Ohio,  $100,000  to  con- 
tinue it  in  Indiana,  and  $100,000  to  continue 
it  in  Illinois. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  I  come  to  the  last 
act  making  appropriations  to  this  work.  It  waa 
passed  May  25,  1838,  (volume  five,  page  228,) 
and  to  continue  it  in  Ohio  $150,000  was  appro- 
priated; to  continue  it  in  Indiana,  $150,000  ; 
and  to  continue  it  in  Illinois,  $150,000;  and  to 
complete  a  bridge  over  Duulap's  creek,  in 
Pennsylvania,  $9,000.  I  should  add  that  the 
year  previous  $7,100  was  appropriated  for  the 
repair  of  the  road  east  of  the  Ohio  river. 

More  than  eleven  years  after  this,  on  August 
11, 1848.  (volume  six,  page  283,)  Congress,  by 
an  actor  that  date,  transferred  to  Indiana  all  of 
the  road  within  its  limits.  No  memorial  from 
the  State  is  referred  to.  None,  to  my  knowl- 
edge, was  made.  A  similar  act  was  passed  as 
to  Illinois,  May  9,  1856,  without  request  from 
the  State.  With  this  cession  the  Cumberland 
road  disappears  from  our  national  legislation. 

Mr.  President,  wearily  and  step  by  step  I 
have  gone  over  the  statutes  during  a  period  of 
more  than  forty  years  of  our  national  life,  to 
bring  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate  all  that  has 
been  done  by  Congress  on  this  subject;  and 
now  my  task  is  nearW  ended.  Though  I  did 
not  stop  to  note  the  fact  in  making  these  cita- 
tions, it  is  still  quite  true  that  m  most  of 
these  acts  of  Congress  subsequent  to  1820  it 
is  expressly  provided  that  the  United  States 
shall  be  reimbursed  from  the  two  per  cent, 
fund  accruing  to  these  States  under  their 
enabling  acts. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  labors  of  Mr.  Morris, 
of  Illinois,  who  has  given  this  subject  a  great 
deal  of  attention,  and  whose  pamphlet  is  an 
exhsMistive  argument,  to  say  that  in  building 
the  Cumberland  road  $2,812,034  21  was  ex- 
pended in  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Virginia;  that  the  average  expeud- 
iture»on  the  road  per  mile  in  these  States  was 
$21,303,  while  iu  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois 
the  average  expenditure  per  n^ile  was  only 
$7,637.  Those  who  oppose  this  bill  seek  to 
charge  up  against  these  new  States  whose 
money  built  the  road  all  these  expenditures. 

The  road  to  the  Mississippi  river,  which 
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Congress  a^eed  to  m&ke,  wad  six  hundred  and 
fifty  miles  in  len^i^th ;  extended  to  the  capital 
of  Missouri,  the  distance  was  increased  to 
seven  hundred  and  seventj-five  miles.  Near 
three  million  dollars  were  spent  in  building  it 
to  the  Ohio  river  before  it  ever  entered  the 
State  of  Ohio. 

To  complete  it  to  the  Mississippi  river,  Col- 
onel Totten  estimated  it  would  cost  $6,281,254, 
distributed  in  the  States  as  follows : 

Id  Ohio ^ $638,166 

In  Indiana 3.144.250 

In  Illinois 2,448,838 

The  road  was  abandoned  in  its  unfinished 
condition.  What  was  spent  in  Indiana  and 
Illinois  has  been  measurably  thrown  away. 
The  road  was  a  bog  in  rainy  weather,  the  worst 
or  next  to  the  worst  in  the  State.  It  was  like 
the  cabin  the  Arkansas  traveler  entered  while 
the  proprietor  was  fiddling.  Who  can  forget 
his  happy  philosophy  when  his  attention  was 
called  to  his  leaky  roof?  *'  Stranger,  when  it 
rains  I  can't  fix  it,  and  when  it  is  dry  there  is 
DO  need  of  it."     And  it  was  so  of  this  road. 

Mr.  President,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  add 
that  the  Commis8it>ner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  has  obeyed  the  law  of  1857  in  making 
settlements  with  Mississippi  and  Alabama. 
Settlement  has  also  been  made  with  the  State 
of  Missouri  under  a  special  act  of  Congress, 
passed  in  1659,  so  that  she  has  realized  her 
entire  two  per  cent.  fund.  I  have  before  me 
the  letter  of  one  of  her  Senators  who  was  here 
in  1859.     He  says : 

"  When  in  the  United  States  Senate,  I,  with  my  ool- 
leaeues,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  procured  the 
passage  of  a  special  law  for  a  similar  payment  of 
two  pel  cent,  to  Missouri;  but  if  we  had  noticed  the 

Seneral  provision  of  tbo  second  section  of  the  act  of 
[arch  3, 1857,  we  would  have  relied  alone  upon  it 
without  waiting  the  tardy  and  uncertain  action  of 
Congress,  and  Ishould  have  felt  confident  in  obtain- 
ing the  two  per  cent,  to  which  the  State  was  justly 
entitled  without  any  further  legislation." 

These,  sir,  are  the  facts.  I  have  now  put 
the  Senate  in  possession  of  the  m^atis  of  form- 
ing a  conclusion.  I  have  shown  the  compacts 
made  with  the  States  *,  I  have  shown  that  they 
haye  never  been  executed  ;  more,  I  have  shown 
that  in  the  law  of  1857  Congress  laid  no  stress 
upon  what  had  been  done  in  building  the  road. 
That  law  compels  a  settlement  without  any 
reference  to  any  set-off  of  the  kind.  Such 
settlement  has  been  made  with  Alabama,  Mis- 
sissippi, and  Missouri,  and  those  States  have 
got  the  benefit  of  their  five  per  cent,  funds 
without  any  deduction  for  work  done  in  build- 
ing roads  to  them.  Imperative  su  is  the  law, 
the  settlemen.t  with  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois 
has  been  postponed  by  the  Commissioner  for 
fifteen  years.  It  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to 
compel  him  to  do  this  neglected  duty. 

I  said  that  in  the  settlement  made  with  Mis- 
souri no  account  was  t£lken  of  the  mouey 
spent  by  the  Government  in  building  the  Cum- 
berland road.  Yet  she  shared  its  benefits  in 
common  with  the  States  through  which  it 
passed.  Indeed,  sir,  all  the  western  and  north- 
western States,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  the 
whole  southwest,  shared  in  the  benefits  of 
this  road  until  railways  came  to  supersede  its 
use.  It  should  have  been  built  from  the  com- 
mon fund,  for  it  was  what  it  was  popularly 
called  *Hhe  national  road.''  It  was  ungenerous 
iu  the  beginning  to  tax  the  new  States  with  near 
three  million  dollars  for  building  a  road  through 
the  populous  and  wealthy  States  of  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  Pennsjrlvania.  Being  built,  it 
was  the  height  of  injustice  to  surrender  it  to 
those  States  to  be  used  by  them  as  a  source  of 
profit,  in  taxing  the  travel  and  commerce  of 
the  West. 

Look  at  the  question  a  single  moment.  It 
is  all  in  a  nutshell.  Congress  requires  these 
new  States  to  surrender  the  right  of  tasmtion 
for  five  years,  estimated  as  worth  $5,000,000, 
and  in  return  for  this  agrees  to  build,  1  will  not 
say  as  the  law  does,  three  or  two  roads,  but  a 
single  one.  The  road  is  built,  or  partially 
bj^ilt,  and  then,  instead  of  remaining  a  free 
highway,  as  firee  as  the   untaxed  navigable 


waters  it  was  to  touch,  it  is  surrendered  to  the 
States  where  the  money  has  been  principally 
spent,  to  be  a  taxed  road,  and  kept  up  or  not, 
as  they  shall  see  fit.  Was  this  executing  the 
compact  in  good  faith?  Has  the  road  been 
made  through  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois?  Let 
the  estimates  of  Colonel  Totten  answer  the 
question.  No,  sir.  Over  six  million  dollars  are 
required  to  complete  it.  And  for  a  quarter 
of  a  century  not  a  dollar  has  been  appropriated 
to  that  purpose. 

Now,  sir,  I  conclude  with  a  summarv  of  the 
reasons  I  have  adduced  why  this  bill  should 
become  a  law.  It  should  pass,  because  it 
revives  and  explains  what  is  already  on  the 
statute-book;  because  the  law  of  1857,  fairly 
interpreted,  is  clear  that  Congress  waived, 
and  never  intended  that  in  the  settlement 
directed  any  account  should  be  taken  of  the 
expenditures  on  this  road  ;  because  the  work 
was  a  national  one,  and  should  have  been  a 
common  charge  on  the  Treasury  ;  because  it 
has  never  been  completed;  because  it  has 
been  surrendered  to  the  States  and  passed 
beyond  the  authority  of  Congress,  and  is  no 
longer  what  it  was  intended  to  be,  a  free 
highway  for  the  nation ;  because,  broken  up 
into  sections,  controlled  by  State  laws,  none 
may  pass  over  it  without  pacing  tribute; 
because  an  odious  discrimination  has  been 
made — the  law  having  been  executed  as  to 
Alabama)  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  while  its 
execution  has  been  denied  to  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois  in  a  spirit  of  sheer  injustice;  be- 
cause, so  far  as  Indiana  is  concerned,  Con- 
gress acreed  to  do  for  her  nothing  more  than 
it  had  already  covenanted  with  Ohio  to  do — that 
is,  to  make  the  road  to  the  east  line  of  the  State. 
I  cannot  too  ofien  impress  it  upon  the  Senate 
that  ten  years  after  the  lastdollar  had  been  spen 
on  the  Cumberland  road  this  act  of  1857  was 
deliberately  passed  which  required  the  settle- 
ment to  be  made.  What  settlement?  Was  the 
Commissioner  to  inquire  how  much  these  States 
should  be  charged  tor  expenditures  upon  this 
road?  No,  sir;  the  road^was  not  mentioned. 
Not  a  word  was  said  about  the  expenditures 
being  taken  into  the  account.  They  should 
not  be.  The  road  is  a  failure — a  mere  neigh- 
borhood affair.  The  hurrying  multitudes  who 
travel  between  the  Atlantic  and  the  Missis- 
sippi never  see  it.  With  them  it  is  a  tale  of  the 
past — ^a  tradition.  In  its  day  it  was  the  high- 
way of  the  nation,  and  should  have  been  paid 
for  as  such. 

Indiana  claims  that  $400,000  of  the  two  per 
cent,  fund  is  unjustly  withheld  fcom  her.  Until 
this  measure  of  justice  1  urge  to-day  is  passed 
she  will  never  cease  to  press  this  claim. 

I  cannot  close  more  fittingly  than  to  bring 
to  the  notice  of  the  Senate  the  report  of  Mr. 
Tappan  in  the  House  in  1858,  when  the  State 
of  Missouri  was  demanding  the  same  measure 
of  justice  which  I  am  urging  to-day. 

Afler  setting  forth  the  enabling  act  of  that 
State,  which,  as  I  have  said,  is  almost  identical 
in  this  respect  with  that  of  Indiana,  the  report 
says: 

**That  part  of  the  fund  which  it  is  contemplated 
by  this  article  shall  he  applied  by  the  State  to  im- 
proving its  internal  communications  has  been  duly 
paid  over  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 
But  the  two  per  cent,  received  by  the  United  States 
in  trust,  to  be  applied  to  communications  leading 
to  the  State,  have  not  been  so  applied.  The  trust 
has  not*  therefore,  been  duly  discharged,  and  the 
money  which  the  article  reodguizes  as  the  prop- 
erty of  the  State,  and  to  be  applied  for  its  benefit, 
should  be  accounted  for  to  the  State  by  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States.  The  two  per  cent, 
fund  in  question  belonged  to  the  State,  and  the  in- 
terest of  the  Federal  Government  was  but  that  of 
a  trustee,  and  the  sole  reason  for  the  arrangement 
wan.  that  as  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
had  authority  outside  of  the  limits  of  the  State, 
whidi  the  State  did  not  possess,  it  could  apply  that 
portion  of  the  fund  intended  to  facilitate  oommuni- 
eation  to  and  from  the  State,  and  promote  its  exter- 
nal oommeroe  better  than  the  StiUe  itself  could  do. 
If  the  terms  of  the  article  itself  admitted  of  any 
question  that  this  was  the  nature  of  the  interest  of 
tbe  State  in  this  fund,  the  original  of  this  provision, 
whicti  is  found  iu  the  oorre«ponding  article  of  the 
seventh  section  of  the  act  of  30th  of  April.  1802,  (2 
Statutes,  page  175,)  entitled  *Aa  aot  to  enable  the 


people  of  the  eastern  division  ef  tbe  territory 
northwest  of  the  river  Ohio  to  form  a  oonstitutioD 
and  State  government,*  Ac,  in  whieh  it  is  expres>\7 
admitted  that  the  five  per  cent,  was  siren  to  tbe 
State  as  the  consideration  for  the  exemption  of  tbe 
lands  of  the  United  States  within  its  limits  from 
taxation,  would  be  conclusive  on  the  point.  Thi£ 
was  certainly  a  small  consideration  for  the  release 
by  the  State  of  a  right  to  tax  forty  million  acres  i^ 
Government  lands  within  its  limita,  and  there  ii, 
therefore,  the  more  reason  why  it  should  be 
certainly  and  fully  paid  according  to  tbe  agree- 
ment between  the  parties,  or  accouoted  for  to  the 
State,  if  the  purpose  to  whieh  it  was  devoted  ander 
the  agreement  between  the  parties  has  been  aban- 
doned. That  purpose  was  the  oonstruetion  of  a  roAd 
(the  Cumberland  road  was  intended)  to  tbe  bound- 
ary of  Missouri,  a  purpose  which  has  loos  aince  been 
abandoned,  and  the  Government  should  therefore 
deal  with  Missouri  as  it  has  dealt  with  Mississippi 
and  Alabama  under  similar  oircanMtaneea— direct 
the  two  per  cent,  fond,  which  was  reaerred  for  tbe 
purpose  thus  abandoned,  to  be  paid  to  the  State." 

Mr.  President,  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate 
longer  by  adducing  further  reasoos  for  the 
passage  of  this  bill.  I  have  already  occupied 
its  attention  longer  than  I  had  expected.  I 
thank  Senators  sincerely  for  their  iiidulgeoce. 
I  now  move  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator desire  to  ask  for  its  passage,  if  Uiere  be 
no  objection,  at  this  time? 

Mr.  PRATT.  Not  at  this  tinae.  I  do  not 
suppose  the  Senate  would  be  williog  to  act 
upon  it  now. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  agreed  to. 

HESSAGS  FROM  THK  HODSB. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  Clintoh  Llotd,  ita  Chief  Clerk, 
announced  that  the  House  had  concarred  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  48)  to  settle  and  quiet  the  titles  to 
lands  along  the  boundary  line  between  the 
States  of  Georgia  and  Florida. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
House  had  passed  the  folio win|^  bills;  in 
which  it  requested  the  concarrence  of  ths 
Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  867)  for  the  relief  of 
Horace  B.  Shepard,  of  Indiana ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  678)  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  completion  of  the  military  road  fron 
Fort  Wilkios,  at  Copper  Harbor,  in  tbe  State 
of  Michigan,  to  Fort  Howard,  at  Qreen  Bay, 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2186)  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  **An  act  to  regulate  the  carriage  of 
passengers  in  steamships  and  other  vessels," 
approved  March  8,  1856 ; 

A  bill  f  H.  R.  No.  2187)  to  confirm  the  ac- 
tion of  tne  board  of  aldermen  and  common 
council  of  the  city  of  Washington,  designating 
a  depot  site  for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac 
railroad  company,  and  for  other  purposes; 
and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2192)  to  establish  a  west- 
ern judicial  district  of  North  Carolina. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIOKSD. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  had  signed  the  following  enrolled 
bills ;  and  they  were  Uiereupon  signed  by  the 
Vice  President: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  i97)  granting  a  peosios 
to  Frederick  A.  Garlick,  of  Cortland  conntjr, 
New  York  * 

A  bill  (d,  R.  No.  665)  for  the  relief  of  snf- 
ferers  by  fire  at  Chicago ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  712)  granting  a  pension 
to  William  H.  Bridges ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1024)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  B.  Valentine ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1078)  granting  a  pouioB} 
to  Sarah  Whiting ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1197)  granting  a  penswn 
to  Captain  Henry  M.  Soott; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1830)  to  amend  the  thiitr 
second  section  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  to 
reduce  internal  taxes,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  July  li,  1870 ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2041)  for  the  leUef  of  the 
ehildren  of  John  M.  Baker. 
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POTOMAO  RAILROAD  DBPOT. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  did  not  hear  the  title 
read  from  the  desk  of  the  bill  which  I  believe 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
brought  in  some  time  ago  fixing  a  depot  site 
in  I  he  city  of  Washington.  Has  that  bill  been 
read? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Ferry, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chair.)  It  is  on  the  table, 
and  has  not  been  read. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  rise  to  say  that  I  wish 
that  bill  to  lie  on  the  table  until  to-morrow 
without  action. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be 
reserved  until  the  Senate  meets  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
desires,  I  believe,  to  degrade  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds  by  referring 
a  bill  wiiich  properly  belongs  to  them  to  another 
committee.  I  have  no  objection  to  waiting 
until  to-morrow  morning  until  he  can  muster 
his  forces. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  think  the  gentleman 
is  mistaken.  He  wishes  to  degrade  another 
committee  by  referring  the  bill,  to  which  atlu- 
sion  is  made,  to  tbe  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Allow  me  to  say,  in  reply 
to  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  I  have  no 
desire  to  degrade  anybody,  especially  him,  bot 
that  was  an  unfortunate  speech  for  him  be- 
cause he  has  been  trying  to  degrade  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  which  is 
entitled  to  the  charge  of  this  and  which  is 
properly  the  guardian  of  everything  belonging 
to  the  city.  I  am  very  sorry  he  made  that 
remark,  and  I  trust  the  Senator  will  remember 
it  when  that  question  comes  up  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  do  not 
wish  to  go  into  a  discussion  now  as  to  which 
is  tbe  proper  committee ;  bi\t  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  accede  to  the  request  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  on  the  subject  of  allowing 
the  bill  to  remain  until  to  morrow  morning. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  state  that  the  Vice  President  will  present 
tbe  biil  at  the  opening  of  the  session  to-mor- 
row, and  at  that  time  the  question  of  reference 
will  be  properly  before  the  Senate  and  will  be 
disposed  of. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

» 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLE,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the  con- 
sideration of  tbe  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1192)  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  tbe  current  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  and 
for  faitilling  treaty  stipulations  with  various 
Indian  tribes  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1873,  and  for  other  purposes,  tbe  pending 
question  being  on  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  add  as  an  addi- 
tional section  the  following : 

Skc.  — .  That  the  PrestdoDt  of  tbe  United  States 
and  tbe  Secretary  of  tbe  Interior  are  hereby  author^ 
izedtomakeaQ  appraisement  of  the  Cherokee  lands 
lyini^  west  of  tbe  ninety -six  tb  meridian  of  west 
longitude,  and  west  of  the  lauds  of  the  Ooage  In- 
diana, in  the  Indian  territory,  and  south  of  tbe 
soattiem  iioe  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  tbe  Cherokee  Indians  ander  their 
treaty  of  July  19. 1866.  for  the  settlement  of  friendly 
Indians,  and  report  the  same  to  Congress. 

Mr.  POMEitOY.  When  we  adjaurned  last 
night  an  inquiry  was  made  for  the  law  that 
authorized  this  uppraisement,  and  I  then  bad 
the  honor  of  handing  the  statute-book  which 
contained  the  law  to  the  Senator  from  Nevada, 
[Mr.  Stewart.]  lie  is  not  now  in  his  seat; 
but  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  the  chairman  of 
tbe  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  baa  the 
statute,  and  if  it  is  desired  it  can  be  read.  It 
simply  authorizes  the  President,  in  case  the 
parties  cannot  agree  upon  the  price  of  these 
lands,  to  fix  the  price.  This  appropriation  is 
to  enable  the  President  to  have  it  fairly  ap- 
praised. I  handed  the  statute  to  the  Senator 
from  Iowa,  and  if  it  is  desired  by  the  Senate 
he  csin  reftd  the  law. 

Mr.  COIiE.    I  will  state  that  there  ia  no 


appropriation  in  this  section;  and  the  point 
I  made  against  it  yesterday  was  that  it  was 
not  properly  a  portion  of  an  appropriation 
bill.  It  is  simply  a  matter  of  legislation,  and 
it  had  better  be  considered  by  itself  or  in  con- 
nection with  some  other  than  an  appropriation 
bill. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  sixteenth  section  of 
the  treaty  between  the  United  States  and  the 
Cherokee  Indians  reads  as  follows: 

*'  The  United  States  may  settle  frieadly  Indians  in 
any  part  of  the  Cherokee  country  west  of  96°,  to  be 
taken  in  a  compact  form,  in  quantity  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  for  each  member  of 
each  of  said  tribes  thus  to  be  settled ;  the  boundaries 
of  each  of  said  districts  to  be  distinctly  marked,  and 
the  land  conveyed  In  fee-simple  to  each  of  said  tribes 
to  be  held  in  common  or  by  their  members  in  sever- 
alty as  tbe  United  States  may  decide. 

*  Said  lands  th^is  disposed  of  to  be  paid  for  to  the 
Cherokee  nation  at  such  price  as  may  be  agreed  on 
between  the  said  parties  in  interest,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  President:  and  if  they  shoo  Id  not 
agree,  then  the  price  to  bo  fixed  by  the  President." 

It  will  be  percei^ved  from  this  proiHsion  that 
the  parties  both  contemplated  that  the  Indians 
to  be  settled  on  these  lands  would  be  able  to 
pay  for  them  at  a  fair  price,  and  that  they  and 
the  Cherokee  Indians  would  settle  that  matter 
themselves  whenever  they  were  able  to  agree ; 
if  not,  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
should  act  as  umpire  between  them.  But 
in  making  a  treaty  with  the  Cheyennes  and 
Arapahoes,  the  United  States  ceded  to  them 
a  large  proportion  gf  this  district  of  country. 
The  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  have  no  vested 
fund,  are  unable  to  pay  for  the  lands.  This 
treaty  with  the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes  was 
approved  and  went  into  force,  I  think,  in  1867 
or  1868.  The  Cherokee  Indians,  therefore, 
have  parted  with  the  possession  of  the  land, 
have  received  no  compensation  for  it,  and  have 
been  lying  out  of  the  use  of  the  monay  or  the 
interest  on  the  money  from  that  date  down  to 
the  present  time,  and  have  been  continuously 
urging  payment  by  the  United  States.  As  tbe 
United  States  parted  with  the  land  without 
consultation  with  them  to  Indians  who  are 
unable  to  pay  for  it,  the  committee  contem- 
plated at  first  a  provision  making  an  appropri- 
ation to  pay  for  these  lands.  No  one,  1  think, 
who  will  consider  these  facts  can  doubt  for  one 
moment  that  the  United  States  is  in  duty  bound 
to  pay  them  a  fah*  price  for  the  lands  that  it 
has  taken  without  consultation  with  the  Cbero- 
kees,  and  given  to  parties  who  are  unable  to 
pay  for  them.  But  on  reflection  the  commit- 
tee thought  it  not  wise  to  propose  an  appro- 
priatiuQ  until  an  appraisement  of  the  land 
should  be  made,  ana  they  therefore  report  this 
amendment  providing  that  the  land  sbould  be 
appraised  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and 
the  Pre^identi  and  a  report  made  to  Congress, 
when  the  whole  subject  will  come  np  for  con- 
sideration. 

I  hope  the  honorable  Senator,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  will  not 
object  to  iL  It  is  certainly  a  great  wrong  to 
these  Indians  to  deprive  them  of  their  lands 
and  refuse  to  take  the  first  step  toward  ascer- 
taining their  value  with  a  view  to  return  pay- 
ment. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  fact  that  this  amendment 
asks  for  no  appropriation  is  to  my  mind  a 
snllicient  reason,  as  I  have  said  before,  why  it 
should  not  be  considered  on  this  biil. 

A  remark  made  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa, 
who  has  just  taken  his  seat,  leads  me  to  be- 
lieve that  there  is  another  strong  reason  why 
it  should  not  go  on  this  bill.  It  is  a  proposi- 
tion for  an  appraisement  of  these  large  tracts 
of  land,  the  appraisement  to  be  reported  to 
Congress.  Now,  sir,  we  know  what  that 
means.  We  know  that  that  proceeding  will 
be  claimed,  at  all  events,  to  be  a  recognition 
of  the  rights  of  some  tribes,  some  Indians,  to 
all  these  lands,  and  for  which  Congress  will 
be  called  apon  to  make  some  large  appropria- 
tion. That  will  be  tbe  next  step,  and  1  do  not 
think  a  matter  of  that  magnitude  shoo  Id  be 
disposed  of  in  this  manner. 

lam  of  the  opinion  that  the  Committee  on  || 


Indian  Affairs  had  better  bring  in  a  bill  on 
this  subject,  when  all  the  facts  may  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate,  and  in  order  that  we 
may  act  advisedly  regarding  it.  That,  it  seems 
to  me,  is  the  better  course ;  and  it  would  be, 
in  my  judgment,  ill-advised  for  the  Senate  to 
pas9  this  proposition  to  appraise  these  lands 
and  have  a  report  made  to  Congress,  which 
will  be  claimed  after  that  as  a  recognition  of 
the  rights  of  these  Indians  to  the  lands. 

I  may  add  here  that  I  have  grave  doubts 
about  any  tribe  of  Indians  having  any  exclu- 
sive, right  to  any  large  tract  of  land  on  this 
continent.  That  they  are  entitled  to  their 
farms  or  their  possessions  I  can  readily  con- 
cede ;  but  that  they  are  entitled  to  vast  tracts 
of  land  that  should  be  devoted  to  the  settle- 
ment of  white  people,  or  those  who  will  exer- 
cise the  ordinary  industries  upon  them,  is  not 
my  opinion.  I  do  not  believe  in  conceding 
that  any  tribe  of  savages  or  half-civilized  peo- 
ple are  entitled  to  these  large  trscts  of  land, 
nor  do  I  believe  in  the  policy  of  paying  them 
large  sums  for  these  pretended  claims.  I  hope 
this  amendment  will  be  rejected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thequestiou 
is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  A 
division  is  called  ior. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  perhaps  we  had 
better  have  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  hardly  think 
the  Senate  would  be  suspected  of  taking  a 
very  lively  interest  in  this  question,  because 
it  relates  to  the  rights  of  Indians.  Neverthe- 
less, I  have  never  yet  seen  the  Senate,  when 
its  attention  was  called  to  the  subject,  refuse 
to  recognize  the  importance  of  doing  some- 
thing like  justice  to  the  Indians.  This  is  a 
very  simple  proposition  as  I  understand  it. 

In  1866  we  did  make  a  treaty  with  the  In- 
dians owning  these  lands.  It  became  import- 
ant afterward  to  settle  the  plains  Indians,  the 
wild  Indians,  with  whom  we  had  no  treaty  rela- 
tions, upon  these  lands,  and  we  availed  our 
selves  of  the  stipulations  of  those  treatiesi 
which  were  in  effect  that  we  should  have  a  right 
to  settle  other  tribes  of  Indians  upon  these 
lands.  Now,  those  who  have  been  in  the  Sen- 
ate since  1867,  since  what  is  termed  the  new 
Indian  policy  originated,  will  remember  that 
since  that  time  we  have  been  endeavoring  to 
gather  certain  of  the  Indian  tribes,  many  of 
those  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky  mountains, 
and  I  hope  in  the  end  all  of  them,  upon  this 
Indian  country,  and  to  take  them  out  of  the 
States.  So  the  Indian  tribes  in  'Kansas  have 
been  from  time  to  time  removed  from  Kansas 
into  the  Indian  territory.  The  Cheyennes  and 
Arapahoes,  and  some  others  that  were  called 
plains  Indians,  have  also  been  removed  under 
this  new  policy  into  this  country  under  these 
treaties. 

The  treaty  stipulations  provided  that  when 
Indians  were  moved  upon  these  lands  the 
Indians  owning  them  would  take  such  price 
for  the  lands  as  they  could  agree  on  with  the 
Indians  removing.  That  is  to  say,  the  Indian 
tribes  with  whom  we  had  treaty  stipulations 
having  reservations  and  annuities  coming  to 
them  were  able,  it  was  presumed,  to  make  pay- 
ments for  lands  thus  stipulated  for  in  the  trea- 
ties. But  it  turned  out  in  the  progress  of  our 
folicy  that  we  wanted  to  put  on  these  lands 
ndians  who  had  no  lands,  and  who  had  no 
money  and  no  treaty  stipulations  with  us  for 
money.  They  were  vagrants.  We  found  them 
upon  the  plains.  We  made  arrangements  with 
them  that  they  should  go  upon  thislndian  coun- 
try. They  are  there.  Wo  forced  them  to  go 
there.  We  had  the  right  to  put  them  there  by 
the  treaty  stipulations  of  1866  with  the  Indians 
owning  the  lands.  They  are  paupers  ;  they  are 
living  entirely  upon  our  bounty.  They  cannot 
pay  the  first  shilling  of  the  consideration  of 
the  treaty  stipulations  of  1866.  They  are  there 
by  force  of  our  authority  superior  to  that  of  the 
Indian  tribes.     And  now,  when  the  chairmai^ 
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of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Afiaira  oomea 
here  and  tells  the  Senate  that  as  these  Indians 
whom  we  forced  there  cannot  pay  it  is  proper 
that  we  should  pay,  the  Senate  seems  to  turn 
a  deaf  ear  to  it,  and  my  honorable  friend,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
thinks  he  is  in  duty  bound  to  resist  it.  Well, 
to.a  certain  extent  he  is ;  that  is  to  say,  he  is 
bound  to  have  a  prudent  supervisiovover  the 
appropriations  of  this  Goyernment  to  see  that 
the  proper  thing  is  done ;  but  he  is  not  bound, 
and  if  he  feels  himself  bound  the  Senate  is  not 
bound  to  follow  him,  in  resisting  a  proposition 
so  manifestly  just  as  I  think  every  Senator  who 
examines  this  will  find  it  to  be. 

These  Cherokee  Indians  parted  with  their 
lands.  We  have  put  savage  tribes  upon  them, 
forced  them  upon  them,  and  we  provided  in  that 
treaty  that  we  would  pay  for  those  lands.  The 
simple  proposition  here  introduced  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  is  to 
raise  a  commission,  a  commission  of  our  own — 
the  Indians  are  to  have  no  voice  in  it  whatever — 
to  allow  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
appoint  persons  to  go  upon  that  land  and  see 
what  is  a  fair  consideration  for  it  and  report  to 
Congress.  Is  there  any  peril  in  that  ?  Are  we 
doing  any  injustice  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  that?  We  are  acting  to  a 
certain  extent  in  harmony-with  the  treaty  stip- 
ulation of  1866,  but  we  are  not  paying,  we  are 
simply  taking  the  preliminary  steps,  that  is  to 
say,  appointing  a  commission  of  our  own  men 
to  go  and  see  what,  under  the  circumstances, 
we  ought  to  pay  to  these  Indians  and  report 
it  to  Congress.  If  Congress  is  satisfied  with 
it,  very  well,  it  can  pay.  If  not,  it  goes  for 
nothing.  It  does  not  appropriate  a  dollar.  It 
•imply  takes  these  preliminary  steps.  I  submit 
to  the  sense  of  the  Senate  whether  that  is  a 
thing  which  ought  to  be  resisted  by  anybody. 
It  strikes  me  not* 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  26,  nays  14 ;  as  follows: 

TBAS— Messrs.  Aloorn.  Ames,  Caldwell.  Cooper, 
Corbett,  Craf  in,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  tferr^  of 
Miohiffan.  Oilbert,  namlin,  flarlao.  Hill.  Ilitoh- 
oock,  liOgan,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Morton.  Norwood, 
Nye,  Patterson.  Pomeroy*  Ramsey,  Robertson,  Tip- 
ton.  Viokers,  Windom,  and  Wrif  ht— 26. 

KATS— Messrs.  Blair,  Cameron.  Cole,  Oonkling, 
Bdmunds,  Fenton,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamil- 
ton of  Texas,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Osbom,  Pool, 
Sawrer.  Stockton,  and  West— 14. 

ABSENT—  Mossrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Boreman, 
Brownlow,  Buckingham,  Carpenter.  Casserly,Chand- 
ler.  Clayton.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Ferry  of  Connee- 
ticat,  Flanagan,  Frelinghaysen.Goldthwaite,  Howe, 
Johnston,  Kellogg.  Kelly,  Lewis,  Pratt,  Rice,  Sauls- 
bury,  Sohors.  Scott,  Sherman.  Spencer,  Sprague. 
Stevenson,  Stewart,  Samaer,  Thorman,  Tramboll, 
and  Wilson-^ 

So  the  amendment  was  screed  to. 

Mr.  H  ARLA.N.  I  am  instracted  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Aflairs  to  offer  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  inunder  the  miscellaneous 
head  at  the  close  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill: 

For  the  removal  of  the  Flathead  Indians  to  the 

feneral  or  Joeko  reservation,  sot  apMt  for  said 
ndians  by  the  treaty  of  July  16,1855.  aocording  to 
the  order  of  the  President,  made  November  12, 
ISn,  $6,000. 

Mr.  COLE.  Has  that  been  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations? 

Mr.  HARLAN.     I  think  it  has. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  recollect  any 
such  amendment. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  amendment'tself  will 
show.  If  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  desires  an  explanation,  I  have 
letters  here  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  which 
will  perhaps  explain  the  matter  sufficiently: 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Let  them  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

BCPABTMEITT  OF  TRK  IhTEBIOR, 

Washington.  D.  C,  April  2, 1872. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy 
of  a  letter  of  this  date  from  the  Couimissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  recommending  that  Oongrcss  be  re- 
quested to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $6,tiU0,  or  so  mooh 
thereof  aa  may  be  necosRary,  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  removul  of  the  Flathead  Indians  from  the 
Bitter  Root  Valley  to  the  Jocko  reservation,  in  Mon- 
tana, at  provided  by  the  seeond  article  of  the  tseaty 


with  laid  Indians  of  July  16. 1855$  and  in  view  of 

the  President's  "order"  of  November  14, 1871. 

The  subject  is  commended  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  Oenirress. 

Very  respeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DELANO.  Secretary. 
Hon.  Jambs  Harlan,  Chairman  CommiUee  on  Indian 

Affaire,  United  Statea  Senate. 

DlPARTMBJfT  OF  THB  IKTIEIOB, 

Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Washington,  D.  C,  April  2. 1872. 
8ia:  In  view  of  the  order  of  the  President,  of 
November  14. 1871.  for  the  removal  of  th«  Flatheads 
from  Bitter  Root  Valley  to  ihe  Jocko  reservation, 
in  Montana,  as  provided  by  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  with  said  Indians,  of  July  16,  1855,  I  have 
the  honor  to  recommend  that  Congress  be  re  ones  ted 
to  appropriate  the  sum  of  $6,000,  or  po  muoh  thereof 
as  may  oe  neoeesary  for  the  expenses  of  such  re* 
moval. 
Very  respeotfally,  your  obedient  servant. 

F.  A.  WALKER, 
Oommieeitmer, 
Hon.  C.  Dklaho,  Secretary  cf  the  Interior, 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
clause  in  the  treaty  referred  to  before  we  vote 
on  this.  It  may  be  perfectly  right,  but  I  am  not 
able  to  find  in  the  statutes  of  1866  the  thing 
referred  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  treaty  is  in  volume 
twelve  of  the  Statutes,  page  976.  The  articles 
are  number  two  and  number  eleven,  to  which 
this  amendment  is  applicable. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  There  does  not  appear 
to  be  either  in  the  second  or  eleventh  articles 
of  the  treaty  of  1856,  confirmed  by  the  Sen- 
ate and  promulgated  in  1869,  any  provision, 
so  far  as  I  am  able  to  see  on  a  casual  examina- 
tion, by  which  the  United  States  undertakes 
to  pay  the  expense  of  the  removal  of  these 
Indians. 

They  by  the  first  article  of  the  treatv  ceded 
a  certain  tract  of  country  to  the  United  States, 
but  reserved  out  of  that  ceded,  and  over  which 
they  have  dominion  for  the  use  and  occupation 
of  their  own  tribe  and  their  confederates  as 
an  Indian   reservation  upon  which  may   be 

S laced  other  friendly  tribes  and  bands  of  In- 
ians,  a  described  territory  within  the  gen- 
eral cession.  Then  the  nextpjaragraph,  in  the 
second  article,  provides  that  the  whites  shall 
not  reside  thereon,  (the  usual  provision,)  and 
also  a  provision  that  the  confederate  tribes 
a^ree  to  remove  and  settle  upon  the  same 
within  one  year  after  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty,  and  in  the  mean  time  thev  may  reside 
upon  the  ceded  ground.  Then  they  are  enti- 
tled to  their  improvements,  and  so  on. 

Then  when  you  turn  to  the  eleventh  article, 
it  is  provided^ 

"  That  the  Bitter  Root  valley  above  the  Loo-lo 
fork  shall  be  oarefuilv  surveyed  and  examined,  and 
if  it  shall  prove,  in  the  judgment  of  the  President, 
to  be  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  Flathead 
tribe  than  the  seneral  reservation  provided  for  in 
this  treaty,  then  such  portions  of  it  as  may  be  neces- 
sary shall  be  set  apart  as  a  separate  reservation  for 
the  tribe.  No  portion  of  the  Bitter  Root  valley 
above  the  Loo-lo  fork  shall  bo  open  to  settlement 
until  such  examination  is  had,  and  the  decision  of 
the  President  made  known." 

All  that  seems  to  provide  for  is  that  out  of 
the  general  territory  which  they  ceded,  and 
over  which  they  had  dominion  and  over  which 
they  were  settled,  if  you  can  say  an  Indian  is 
settled  anywhere,  they  reserved  a  certain  part 
for  their  own  exclusive  occupation,  to  which 
the  confederated  tribes  agreed  to  go ;  and  that 
is  ail.  We  are  under  no  obligation  to  provide 
for  the  expense  of  their  going,  whatever  the 
distance  they  move,  from  where  the  tribe  hap- 
pens to  4>e  located  on  to  this  particular  reser- 
vation whioh  they  save  out  of  we  general  grant. 
If  it  is  necessary  under  the  general  policy  of 
the  country,  independent  of  any  treaty,  to  pay 
the  expense  of  getting  them  there,  that  is 
another  question;  bat  so  far  as  our  being 
under  any  obligations  by  this  treaty  to  pay  the 
expense  of  their  collecting  themselves  together 
upon  this  reservation,  part  of  their  own  lands, 
there  is  nothing  of  the  kind  in  either  of  these 
articles,  as  the  Senate  will  see,  as  I  have  read 
them,  which  warrants  our  expending  money 
for  the  purpose.  But  if  it  is  pat  upon  the 
ground  of  their  general  necessity,  of  coarse 
that  is  another  thing. 


Mr.   HARLAN.    The    honorable  Senator 
has  stated  the  facts  I  believe  with  snfficient 
clearness  with  this  exception — and  he  is  not 
at  fault  on  that  point  for  the  informaUon  hu 
not   come   to   him,   perhaps:    these    Indians 
did  cede  a  large  part  of  their  couotry  to  the 
United  States,  and  reserved  what  is  known  in 
that  country  as  the  Jocko  reservation  fur  tbe 
tribe.     Provision  was  made  that  a  part  of 
them^  four  or  five  hundred  of  them,  might 
remain  in  the  Bitter  Root  valley  and  have  a 
reservation  set  off  for  their  use  in  that  valley, 
if  in  the  opinion  of  the  President  it  would  be 
proper  that  they  should  occap^  aoy  part  of 
that  valley.     On  careful  examination  of  tbe 
subject,  the  President  decided  that  it  would 
not  be  for  the  public  welfare  to  set  off  to  them 
in  that  valley  a  reservation,  bat  it  would  be 
best  for  them  all  to  live  on  the  one  reservation 
which  was  indicated  in  the  treaty.     li  is  on 
that  account  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  re- 
move them  to  tbe  reservation  indicated  in  tbe 
treaty  which  has  been  read.     I  have  here  s 
letter  from  the  Delegate  from  that  Territory 
which  had  perhaps  as  well  be  read.     It  states 
the  facts  cfearlyi  and  I  will  ask  the  Secretary 
to  read  it. 

Tbe  Secretary  read  as  follows: 

SiB:  I  respootfuUy  request  that  when  Uie  Indin 
appropriation  bill  comes  up  in  the  Senate  for  cod- 
sideration  that  you  will  offer  at  the  end  of  line  ail 
hundred  and  finy-eight  the  amendment  introdnoed 
by  you  a  few  days  ago  appropriatins  $6,00u  for  th« 
removal  of  the  Flathead  Indians  from  the  Bitt«r 
Root  valley,  in  the  Territory  of  Montana,  to  what  is 
known  aa  the  Jocko  reservation,  and  for  (he  foUow- 
ins  reasons : 

J .  The  Flathead  tribe,  by  a  treaty  made  with  the 
United  States  July  16.  1855.  ratified  by  the  Senate 
Marah  8.  1859,  acreed  to  so  reosove  whenever  tii§ 
President  should  so  order.  (See  Statatea-at-Larse, 
volume  twelve,  page  975,  articles  two  and  eleven  J 

2.  By  the  eleventh  artiole  the  Flatheads  were  to 
remain  in  the  Bitter  Root  valley  onUl  the  President 
should  have  determined  whether  a  separate  resnra- 
tion  should  be  allowed  them  therein.  Upon  failore 
of  the  President  to  five  them  this  separate  reserva- 
tion they  would  be  obliced  by  the  aeoond  artiole  to 
remove  to  the  aeneral  (or  Jocko  reservation.) 

3.  The  President  took  no  action  under  the  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty  until  November  12,  l^^Tl.  whea, 
after  a  careful  consideration  of  all  of  the  facts  in  the 
case,  and  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Qo  venior. 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  the  Flathead  In- 
dian agent,  and  the  missionaries  ataUoned  amonir 
the  Indians  for  the  last  thirty  yesue,  we  refused  by 
an  executive  order  to  set  apart  any  portion  of  the 
Bitter  Root  valley  as  a  reservation,  and  directed  the 
removal  of  the  Indians  as  provided  in  the  second 
artiole  of  the  treaty. 

4.  A  recent  census  of  tho  Flathead  tribe  shows 
that  there  are  four  hundred  and  forty>aix  members 
thereof,  and  this  appropriation  is  naked  for  to  cany 
oat  the  order  of  the  President. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.truly,  your  obedient  mrvaat. 

WILLIAM  H.  CLAOETT, 
Delegate  from  Jiontama, 

Hon.  Jaub9  Hablak.  Chairman  Senate  Oammittm  on 
Indian  Affaire, 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  How  far  do  these  Indians 
live  from  this  reservation  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  can  only  make  a  gncM 
at  the  distance  from  my  memory  of  the  dif- 
ferent locations  from  looking  at  the  map.  I 
should  judge  it  to  he  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  from  their  present  location  to  the  Jocko 
reservation.     It  may  not  be  so  far. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Taking  that  to  be  so,  of 
coarse  the  sum  of  $6,(X)0  for  four  hundred  and 
forty-six  Indians  would  not  perhaps  be  exces- 
sive for  the  actual  expense  of  removal ;  bat 
under  the  articles  of  the  treaty  that  we  have 
had  our  attention  called  to.  th^re  is  not  any 
obligation  on  our  part  to  do  anything  of  the 
kind.  But  under  the  fourth  article,  to  which 
the  Delegate  from  that  Territory  has  kindly 
called  my  attention,  it  is  provided  that — 

**In  consideration  of  the  above  cession,  the  United 
States  agree  to  pay  to  the  said  confederated  tribes 
of  Indians,  in  addttioa  to  the  foods  and  previ^oas 
distributed  to  them  at  the  time  of  sisnins  this  treaty, 
the  sum  of  $120,000.  in  the  followins  manner.  th«t 
is  to  say:  for  the  first  year  after  the  ratification 
hereof,  $36,000,  to  be  expended  nnder  the  direction  of 
the  President  m  providing  for  their  removal  to  tbe 
reservation,  breaking  up  and  feneing  farms.  boiM- 
ing  houses  for  them,  and  for  snoh  other  ohlects  af  be 
may  deem  necessary." 

So  that  if  they  had  obosen  to  remove  witkia 

the  year  provided,  we,  as  a  part  of  tbe  cod- 

sideratioQ  of  the  purchase,  agreed  to  pay  & 
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certain  sum,  so  &r  u  it  ahould  be  necesmrj. 
to  liqoidate  the  expenses  of  the  renaoTsl.  I 
SID  informed  by  the  honorable  Delegate  from 
the  Territory  that  that  clause  in  the  treaty  has 
never  been  carried  into  execution,  and  that 
DO  part  of  the  $86,000  has  ever  been  ex- 
penaed.  Taking  that  to  be  so,  I  confess  it 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  equitable  to  allow 
whatever  sum  now  may  be  necessary  to  SC" 
complish  the  purpose  for  which  the  treaty  was 
made.  Of  course  I  have  no  other  informa- 
tion than  that  which  the  honorable  gentleman 
gives  me ;  but  assuming  him  to  be  correct  in 
the  fact  that  this  $86,000  has  not  been  appro- 
priated to  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  and  has 
not  been  p*id|  as  the  tribe  have  since  been 
diminished,  this  sum  for  the  removal  would 
be  just  enough.  Assuming  that  to  be  so,  I 
myself  shall  vote  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 
The  amend  meni  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  to  offer  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  as  an  additional  sec- 
tion: 

8so.  ~.  That  all  title  or  intervst  whiob  the  SIs- 
wton  sod  Wabp«ton  baoda  of  Sioux  Indians  elaim 
to  have,  to  any  portion  of  the  land  mentioned  and 
paiticularly  deseribed  in  the  second  article  of  the 
treaty  made  and  conoladed  with  said  bands  of  In- 
dians, on  the  19th  day  of  Febrnary.  1867.  and  after- 
ward amended,  ratified,  and  proclaimed  on  the  2d 
day  of  May.  of  the  same  year,  or  by  yirtue  of  any 
other  law  or  treaty  whatsoever,  excepting  suob 
rights  as  were  secnred  to  said  bands  of  Indians,  by 
the  third,  and  fourth  article  of  said  treaty,  as  a 
"permanent  reservation,"  is  hereby  eztinsuished. 
and  all  the  lands  mentioned  and  described  in  the 
second  article  of  said  treaty,  after  the  passage  of 
this  act,  shall  be  sufaiject  to  existing  laws  applicable 
to  public  lands. 

Sec.  — .  That  it  shall  be  tks  doty  of  the  Seero- 
tsry  of  the  Interiori  fs  soon  as  may  be  aifter  the 
passage  of  this  act,  by  the  report  of  three  jodi- 
eiotts  commissioners  by  him  to  be  appointed,  to 
ascertain  whoiber  any  or  what  compensation  ought, 
injustice  and  e^nity,  to  be  made  to  said  bands  oi 
lodians,  respeotively,  by  reason  of  the  passage  of 
this  act;  and  the  said  Secretary  shall  report  the 
same  to  Oongress^  with  his  recommendation  as  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  amount  so  found  shall  be 
inrested  or  disposed  of,  so  aa  best  to  promote  the 
welfare  and  true  interests  of  said  bands  of  Indians. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Where  is  this  reserva- 
tion? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     West  of  the  Red  river. 

Mr.  PO  M  BRO Y.  If  this  reservation  is  no w 
restored  to  the  public  lands,  in  case  there  should 
be  any  grant  to  railroads  before  they  locate 
their  line,  they  will  get  these  lands.  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  is  any  such  grant  or  not : 
I  have  not  looked  into  it;  but  all  railroad 
grants,  when  made,  except  these  reservations, 
if  yon  restore  them  to  the  public  lands  before 
the  road  is  located,  they  become  public  lands 
and  the  railroad  company  gets  them.  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  &e  state  of  facts 
here. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Perhaps  I  ought  to  explain 
thie  in  a  word  or  two.  The  treaties  were  ex- 
amined carefully  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  I  believe  they  were  unanimous  in 
the  opinion  that  the  Indians  had  no  title  to 
these  lands ;  they  are  not  included  in  any  res- 
ervation. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  they  are  not  excepted 
out  of  any  grant 

Mr.  HARLAN.  There  were  two  reserva- 
tions set  apart  to  them  two  or  three  hundred 
miles  apart.  These  Indians  claim  that  they 
have  rights  to  these  lands  as  hunting  grounds. 
If  they  liave  any  right,  of  course  it  ought  to  be 
extinguished.  I  suppose  they  are  in  fact  public 
lands  under  existing  laws.  It  seemed  to  the 
committee  that  there  was  no  necessity  that  a 
a  tract  of  land  three  or  four  hundred  miles 
8quar^  should  be  lying  there  without  any  occu- 
pancy by  any  parties  whatever.  The  Indians 
are  not  on  the  lands,  and  the  whit^  people  are 
excluded  under  the  terms  of  the  law.  The 
hotiorable  Senators  from  Minnesota  can  ex- 
plain the  reason  for  this  proposition  more 
fuily^than  I  can. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  will  state  very  briefly 
what  the  condition  of  this  country  is.  There 
is  a  very  lar|^e  tract  of  country  lying  on  the 


western  boundary  of  Minnesota  within  the 
Territory  of  Dakota,  two  hundred  mites  per- 
haps north  and  south  by  one  hundred  miles 
east  and  west,  over  which  the  Indians  have  no 
rights  whatever,  except  what  rights  they  may 
have  had  by  occnpany,  by  the  roaming  title 
which  Indians  have  to  all  the  territories  of  the 
United  States  that  they  once  occupied. 

In  1^67  a  treaty  was  made  setting  aside  two 
permanent  reservations  for  these  Indians,  one 
at  DeviFs  lake,  in  the  northern  end  of  this 
general  territory  that  I  have  been  describing, 
referred  to  in  article  two  of  the  treaty  of  1867, 
and  another  at  Lake  Travers,  iu  the  southern 
end  of  this  Territory,  These  Indians  have  had 
large  appropriations,  which  I  will  refer  to  in 
a  moment,  inside  for  their  support  on  these 
permanent  reservations,  and  there  is  a  clause 
in  the  treaty  which  prohibits  white  settlers  from 
going  upon  this  general  territory.  The  object 
of  this  ameudment  is  simply  to  open  it  to  set- 
tlement and  cultivation.  There  are  already 
from  three  to  five  thousand  people  on  this 
territory,  described  iu  article  two  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    By  what  authority? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  The^  have  gone  there 
partly  by  the  authority  ot  the  United  States* 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    How? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  will  state  how.  The 
Indian  department,  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  the  Interior  Department  have  recognized 
(his  territory  as  Government  land.  They  have 
carried  that  recognition  to  the  extent  of  mak- 
ing surveys  over  a  considerable  portion  of  it } 
and  the  people  of  the  United  States,  Ending 
this  land  surveyed  as  Government  land,  have 
gone  upon  it,  several  thousand  of  them,  and 
only  recently  my  colleague  and  myself  de- 
ceived a  aispatch  from  the  Govesoor  of  our 
State  informing  us  that  in  the  severest  weather 
of  this  winter  these  people  had  been  driven 
from  this  reservation  simply  because  it  is  now 
claimed  that  the  Indians  have  the  right  to 
exclude  white  settlers  from  it. 

I  wish  to  state  a  little  more  fully  what  we 
have  done  for  these  Indians,  that  the  Senate 
may  see  that  th^re  has  been  no  wrong  done 
them  thus  far,  and  will  be  none  by  the  passage 
of  this  amendment. 

There  are,  according  to  the  report  I  hold  in 
my.haadfrpm  the  Interior  Department,  two 
thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  of  these 
Indiaus.  Their  permanent  reservations  that  I 
have  referred  to  in  the  northern  and  southern 
ends  of  this  Territory,  cover  1,627,200  acres 
of  land,  which  gives  to  each  Indian  seven 
hundred  and  twenty-six  acres  of  land,  or  to 
every  ikmily  of  five  Indians  thirty-six  hun- 
dred acres  and  over.  We  have  by  various 
appropriations  under  the  treaty  of  1867,  and 
within  the* last  five  years,  appropriated  in  cash 
for  these  twenty-one  hundred  and  fifty  six 
Indians,  including  the  present  bill,  $825,000, 
making  in  cash  to  each  Indian  $880.  We 
also  appropriate  by  the  treaty  $30,000  annu- 
ally, which  is  equal  to  a  permanent  fuud  to 
them  of  $600,000,  which,  added  to  the  cash 
already  given,  gives  to  each  of  these  Indians 
$660,  or  to  ever;  family  of  fivfe,  big  and  little 
Indians,  papooses  and  all,  $3,800. 

We  have  given  to  each  family  of  Indians  of 
five,  three  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  land  and  $3,880  in  cash.  It  does 
seem  to  me  that  we  ought  not  permit  them  to 
exclude  from  the  settlement  and  occupation 
of  the  white  people  of  this  country  a  territory 
larger  than  the  great  State  represented  by  my 
friend  from  Vermont.  There  are  in  this  ter- 
ritory over  twenty  thousand  square  miles.  It 
is  the  richest  part  of  Dakota.  The  people  of 
this  country  want  it.  As  we  have  provided  so 
liberally  for  these  Indians,  it  does  seem  to  me 
that  we  should  now  make  some  provision  that 
the  lands  which  they  do  not  use,  and  which 
white  settlers  are  excluded  from  going  on 
simply  that  Indians  may  have  an  inducement 
to  hunt  over  it,,  should  now  be  made  part  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  country.  That  •is  a 
briei  statement  of  the  facts. 


Mr.  RAMSEY.  In  addition  to  what  my 
colleague  has  said,  I  have  only  a  very  few 
words  to  say.  It  must  have  been  a  great  over* 
sight  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  that  in  the 
treaty  of  1867  they  conceded  to  these  Indians 
as  much  of  a  title  as  is  in  that  treaty  set  forth. 
With  an  examination  of  their  rights,  certainly 
no  such  title  could  have  been  conceded  to 
them,  probably  the  weakest  of  all  the  Indian 
titles,  weak  as  they  are  in  these  United  States. 
The  Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  Sioux  only  occa- 
sionally  hunted  over  these  lands.  Their  vil- 
lages, their  homes,  their  women,  their  chil- 
dren, and  they,  through  eleven  months  of  the 
year,  were  down  upon  the  Minnesota  river 
within  the  borders  of  the  now  State  of  Minne- 
sota,* and  it  was  only  occasionally  that  they 
hunted  up  that  river  and  into  the  Territory  of 
Dakota  and  through  these  lands.  It  was  a 
country  rather  in  dispute  between  the  sur- 
rounding tribes,  the  Chippewas  on  the  north- 
west and  the  Sioux  of  the  Missouri  on  the 
south ea'st:  and  they  had  the  weakest  of  all 
claim  to  tnat  country  of  any  tribe  to  any  coun- 
try which  they  claimed.  Hence,  there  should 
be  no  reluctance,  I  think,  on  the  part  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  in  this  kind  of 
legislation.  The  Senate  will  recollect  that  two 
or  three  years  ago,  in  just  such  a  bill  as  this,  it 
was  provided  that  hereafter  no  treaty  should 
be  formed  with  any  of  the  Indian  tribes. 
Hence,  we  are  driven  to  this  kind  of  legisla- 
tion. 

As  my  colleague  says,  a  large  n umber i 
pM>bably  ten  or  twelve  thousand  white  people, 
are  upon  this  tract  of  country  on  the  west  side 
of  Red  river  and  bordering  upon,  the  pro- 
jected Northern  Pacific  railroad.  Now,  to 
stop  these  people  and  drive  them  out  with 
their  families  away  from  their  homes,  simply 
for  a  mythical  title  like  this,  will  be  a  hard- 
ship that  I  think  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  will  not  impose  upon  a  people.  These 
Indians  are  well  provided  for.  It  is  no  hard- 
ship to  them.  The  sympathies  of  the  Senator 
need  not  be  excited  at  alL  They  have  large 
special  reservations  set  apart  by  the  treaty  of 
1867,  one  on  the  south  shore  of  Devil's  lake, 
a  well- timbered  country,  with  fine  water  and 
tine  timber,  and  one  at  Fort  Wadsworth,  or 
Lake  Travers,  also  a  tine  reservation.  They 
make  no  use  of  this  territory  at  all)  they 
engage  in  no  agriculture  upon  it ;  scarcely  an 
Indian  of  all  these  bands  will  see  this  oouotry 
once  in  a  twelvemonth. 

There  is  nothing,  theuy  in  the  character  of 
their  title  or  their  attachment  to  the  country 
or  its  value  to  them  that  should  draw  out  any 
sympathy  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  whereas 
there  are  upon  these  lands  now  t^n  thoosand 
peoplci  men,  women,  and  children,  having 
made  such  homes  as  they  hastily  can  in  a  new 
country,  and  you  cannot  dispossess  them,  and 
you  ought  not  to  do  it.  It  would  be  gross 
hardship  to  do  it  There  is  nothing  in  the  case 
of  the  lodians  that  requires  it,  and  it  would  be 
a  great  wrong  to  the  white  people  who  are 
there*  Hence. I  hope  the  Senate  will  receive 
this  amendment  on  this  bill  and  accept  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Mr.  President,  one  of 
the  best  commentaries  upon  the  impropriety 
of  undertaking,  on  an  appropriattou  bill,  by 
an  amendment  which  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  expenditure  of  the  money  that  you  appro- 
priate, to  determine  a  question  of  this  kind, 
is  this  very  amendment.  Here  you  are,  sad- 
denly,  and  without  any  notice  or  information 
which  the  Senate  has  had  an  opportunity  upon 
the  report  of  a  committee  by  a  bill  on  the 
specific  subject,  to  know  of  in  advance,  you 
undertake,  as  it  appears  to  me,  (and  any  Sen- 
ator east  of  the  Mississippi  and  a  great  way 
west  of  it  who  will  look  at  this  treaty  will  agree 
with  me  in  saying  so,)  to  violate  the  most 
sacred  promises  you  have  made  to  these  In- 
dians and  to  dispossess  them  of  their  lands 
which  you  recognized  as  belonging  to  them, 
and  which  you  intended  by  your  agreement  to 
suffer  them  to  occupy  in  peace,  iu  order  that 
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the  people  of  Minnesota,  and  of  the  East  who 
have  occupied  Minnesota,  and  have  driven 
them  out  from  the  Minnesota  river  still  further 
West,  may  go  over  and  push  them  off  that. 

I  say  in  the  first  place,  therefore,  that  an 
amendment  of  this  kind  has  no  bnsiness  to  be 
brought  in  upon  a  bill  appropriating  money. 
It  ought  to  be  carefully  considered  by  the 
committee  as  a  bill,  go  upon  the  Calendar 
with  a  written  report,  so  that  Senators  can 
have  their  attention  brought  to  it  and  be  able 
to  act  upon  the  question  understandingly. 
Now,  sir,  what  is  this  treaty?  it  seems  from 
this  treaty  that  a  part  of  these  band  of  Indians 
were  friendly  and  loyal  to  the  United  States 
always ;  anotherpart  of  them  were  unfriendly 
iVpd  disloyal.  This  is  the  treaty  made'with 
*  the  true  tribes  who  remained  friendly  and 
loyal,  and  not  with  people  who  had  ever  been 
^ilty  of  any  wrong  to  the  Qovemment  of  the 
United  States.  It  begins  with  this  paragraph, 
and  the  Senate  must  pardon  me  (if  we  are  to 
try  questions  of  this  kind  on  such  bAls)  if  I 
take  some  time  to  read  it  and  explain  it: 

"  Whereas  it  is  anderatood  that  a  portion  of  th^ 
Sieseton  and  Wahpeton  bandi  of  Santae  Sioux  In-> 
dlans,  numbering  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred 
persons,  not  only  preserved  their  obligations  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  during  and  since 
the  outbreak  of  the  Medawakantons  and  other  bands 
of  Sioux  in  1862,  but  freely  periled  their  lives  dur« 
ing  that  outbreak  to  rescue  the  residents  on  the 
Sioux  reservation,  and  to  obtain  possession  of  white 
women  and  children  made  captives  by  tho  hostile 
bands:  and  that  another  portion  of  said  Sisseton 
and  Wahpeton  bands,  numbering  from  one  thousand 
to  twelve  hundred  persons,  who  did  not  participate 
in  the  maasaore  of  toe  whites  in  1862,  feariag  the  in- 
discriminate vengeance  of  the  whites,  fled  to  the 
great  prairies  of  the  Northwest,  where  they  still 
remain;  and 

**  Whereas  Congress,  in  oonfisoating  the  Sioux  an- 
nuities and  reservations,  made  no  provision  for  the 
support  of  these,  tho  friendly  portion  of  the  Sisseton 
ano  Wahpeton  bands,  and  it  is  believed  [that]  they 
have  been  suffered  to  rwoEialn  homeless  wanderers, 
frequently  sufajeet  to  intense  suffering  from  want  of 
subsistence  and  clothing  to  protect  them  from  the 
rigors  of  a  high  northern  alatitude.  although  at  all 
times  prompt  in  rendering  service'  when  ealled  upon 
to  repel  hostile  raids,  and  to  punish  depredations 
committed  bv  hostile  Indians  upon  the  persons  and 
property  of  the  whites:  and 

"  Whereas  the  several  subdivisions  of  the  friendly 
Sissetons  and  Wahpeton  bands  ask,  through  their 
represeutativos,  that  their  adherence  to  their  former 
obligations  of  friendship  to  tho  Government  and 
people  of  the  United  States  be  recognised,  and  that 
provision  be  made  to  enable  them  to  return  to  an 
agricultural  life,  and  be  relieved  from  a  dependence 
upon  the  chase  for  a  precarious  subsistence :  There- 
fore." 

This  treaty  is  made.    Now,  what  does  it 

Srovide?  Does  it  provide  that  the  people  of 
[innesota  and  of  Vermont  may  make  a  road 
from  the  States  into  that,  their  country,  and 
dispossess  them,  take  up  the  lands  themselves 
or  turn  them  over  to  a  railroad  corporation? 
Not  precisely ;  quite  the  reverse : 

*'  Articlb  1.  The  Sisseton  and  Wahpetofi  bands 
of  Dakota  Sioux  Indians,  represented  in  council, 
will  oontinue  their  friendly  relations  with  the  Gov- 
ernment and  people  of  the  United  States,  and  bind 
themselves  individually  and  collectively  to  use  their 
influence  to  the  extent  of  their  ability  to  prevent 
other  bands  of  Dakota  or  other  adjacent  tribes  from 
making  hostile  demonstrations  against  the  Govern- 
ment or  people  of  tho  United  States. 

**Art.  2.  The  said  bands  hereby  cede  to  the 
United  States"— 

Not  this  territory,  mark  it — 

"cede  to  the  United  States  the  right  to  coustruct 
wagon  roads,  railroads,  mail  stations,  telegraph 
lines,  and  such  other  p.ublic  improvements  as  the 
interest  of  the  Government  may  require,  over  and 
across  the  lands  claimed  by  said  bands  (including 
their  reservation  as  hereinsiter  deaianated)"' 

And  yon  will  see  presently  what  that  reser- 
yation  was  for — 

"  over  any  route  or  routes  that  may  he  selected  by 
authority  of  the  Government,  said  lands  so  elaimea 
being  boanded  on  the  south." 

Then  it  goes  on  to  give  the  boundaries, 
which  I  need  not  take  time  to  read. 

"  Abt.  8.  For  and  in  consideration  of  tho  cession 
above  mentioned,  and  in  consideration  of  the  faithful 
and  important  services  said  to  have  been  rendered 
by  the  friendly  bands  of  Sissetons  and  Wahpeton 
Sionx  here  represented,  and  also  in  consideration 
•f  the  oonfiseation  of  all  their  annuities,  reserva- 
tions, and  improvements,  it  is  agreed  that  there 
shall  be  set  apart  for  the  members  of  said  bands  who 
have  heretofore  surrendered  to  the  authorities  of 


the  Govemmewt,  and  were  not  sent  to  the  Crow 
Greek  reservation,  and  for  the  members  of  sai4 
bands  who  were  released  from  prison  in  1866.  the 
following  described  lands  as  a  permanent  reserva- 
tion." 

That  is  to  say,  that  as  to  the  friendly  portion 
upon  their  broad  territory,  if  you  call  it  broad, 
not  so  great  as  the  State  of  Minnesota  by  any 
means,  their  territory  should  be  held  sacred 
for  them,  with  the  ri^ht  of  way  and  traverse 
over  it  by  us  for  public  purposes,  and  for  the 
hostile  members  of  their  bands  who  could  not 
be  left  at  freedom  to  make  raids  upon  the 
whites,  there  should  be  a  specific  reservation 
where  they  should  be  kept.  That  is  the  bar- 
gain we  made  with  them,  as  the  text  plainly 
reads.  It  provides  that  these  misbehaying 
people,  not  the  people  with  whom  we  made 
the  treaty,  but  that  portion  of  their  people 
who  had  been  guilty  of  hostility  and  atrocities 
toward  the  United  States,  should  be  collected 
upon  a  particular  reservation,  which  is  de- 
scribed. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  presume  the  Senator 
wishes  to  understand  distinctly  what  this  treaty 
does  provide  for. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  I  am  able  to 
understand  it  from  reading  it. 

Mr.  WIN  DOM.  The  Senator  has  probably 
read  it  but  once,  and  I  have  read  it  several 
times.  I  think  if  the  Senator  will  read  it  care- 
fully he  will  find  no  such  provision  for  hostile 
Indians.  The  Indians  with  whom  this  treaty 
is  made  are  to  go  on  this  permanent  reserva- 
tion of  which  he  is  reading,  and  not  the  hostile 
Indians  at  all. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Ve^  likely  my  friend 
may  be  right  from  the  Minnesotian  point  of 
view.  That  State  is  so  cramped  (or  popula- 
tion at  present  that  it  is  necessary  that  some 
portion  of  it  should  be  allowed  to  flow  over 
into  this  Indian  country,  no  doubt. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.    If  the  Senator  will  allow 


me 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Not  yet.  I  have  notyet 
quite  finished  with  my  other  friend  from  Min- 
nesota. 

That  may  be  so,  but  it  is  a  Tery  extraordin- 
ary treaty  for  the  United  States  to  make, 
who  are  supposed  not  usually  to  get  the  worst 
of  it  in  an  Indian  treaty,  that  we,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  fact  that  these  people  with  whom 
we  treat  are  said  always  to  have  been  friendly 
at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  have  released  them 
from  prison  and  will  put  theni  on  a  reserva- 
tion. It  was  not,  Mr.  President,  with  all  re- 
spect to  my  honorable  friend  from  Minnesota, 
tne  people  whom  we  released  from  prison  in 
1866,  and  who  were  caught  as  having  made 
these  hostile  raids  upon  the  people  of  Min- 
nesota and  upon  the  people  who  live  beyond 
its  borders,  with  whom  we  were  nfakiug  this 
treaty,  but  we  were  making  it,  as  the  text 
says,  with  those  of  them  who  stood  by  the 
Government,  and  who  maintained  their  friendly 
relations  at  the  peril  of  their  own  lives  by 
resisting  the  atrocities  of  their  fellows.  Then, 
in  order  that  their  fellows  might  be  provided 
for  somewhere,  unless  you  say  we  were  mak- 
ing a  treaty  witn  the  people  who  were  in  prison 
for  something  which  does  not  correspond  with 
the  first  part  of  the  treaty  at  all,  tfapy  say  that 
the  people  who  surrendered,  not  those  whom 
the  preamble  states  fled  because  they  were 
friendly  and  did  not  participate  in  the  mas- 
sacre, and  went  upon  the  western  prairies, 
but  those  who  having  been  pursued  in  connec- 
tion with  these  atrocities,  surrendered  and 
were  brought  in,  and  those  who  were  seized 
in  connection  with  the  atrocities  and  put  in 
prison  and  released  in  1866  should  go  upon 
this  reservation. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  is  it  to  be  said  that 
there  is  an  agreement  to  be  drawn  from  this 
language  that  all  these  people  should  go  upon 
this  reservation?  What,  then,  is  to  be  done 
with  the  rest  of  the  land  ?  Do  we  not  receive 
by  the  treaty  a  grant  from  them  as  the  lords 
of  the  soil  of  the  right  of  way  over  this  terri- 
tory?   So  the  treaty  says;  and  if  this  were 


a  treaty  with  a  civilized    Power,   with  her 

Majesty's  Gorernment  of  Great    Britain,  or 

the  emperor  of  Russia,   or  the  emperor  of 

Germany,  or  the  republic— or  whatever  it  may 

be,  no  man  can  tell — of  France,  or  even  with 

Spain,  I   do  not  think   we  should   bear  any 

gentleman  saying  here  that  thereby  we  had 

acquired  a  title  to  that  land  which  Spain  or 

Great    Britain  or  France  or  Germany  had 

authorized  us  to  build  a  railroad   over,  and 

that  the  people  of  that  nation  had  become 

bound  by  sucn  a  treaty  to  depart  from  that 

territory  and  go  upon  'Some  specific  portioa 

of  it  which  had  been  reserved  for  a  special 

parpose. 

liie  boundary  of  this  reservation  is  then  set 

out.    Then  the  treaty  provides  that — 

**  It  is  farther  agreed  that  a  reservation  be  set 
apart  for  all  other  members  of  said  bands  who  wert 
not  sent  to  the  Crow  Creek  reservation^  and  also  for 
the  Cat-Head  bands  of  Tanetonnais  Stonx  "^ 

Which  is  entirely  another  thing — 

"  beginning  at  the  most  easterly  point  of  Devil'a 
lake."  Ao. 

That  is  a  provision  for  an  entirely  different 
set  of  Indians  still  from  those  with  whom  we 
were  making  this  treaty.  Then  it  provides  is 
the  fifth  article  how  the  reservations  for  these 
purposes  shall  be  apportioned  out,  in  farma 
or  tracts  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 
Then  it  provides  for  expenditures  on  reservs- 
tioos  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indiana ;  for  an 
agent  at  Lake  Traverse;  for  agricultural  im- 
provements; the  usual  restriction  about  trade 
and  reservations;  the  guarantee  by  the  In- 
dians of  the  safety  of  the  travel  and  mails 
over  those  routes  in  respect  to  which  thej 
have  granted  the  right  of  way.  Then  it  pro- 
vides that  the  members  of  these  bands  may  be 
organized  as  scouts  in  order  to  make  good  the 
obligations  by  which  they  undertake  to  pro- 
tect the  passage  of  the  munitions  and  people 
of  the  United  States  in  the  right  of  way  across 
their  territory.  And  yet  the  honorable  Sen- 
ators say  they  give  up  the  territory  altogether 
and  agree  to  be  put  on  a  reservation  as  a  part 
of  the  prisoners  of  1866,  instead  of  being  the 
friendly  people  who  make  the  treaty,  while  at 
the  same  time  they  have  engaged  to  protect 
our  passage  over  this  territory  and  have  vn- 
gaged  to  organize  bands  and  police,  &c.,  in 
order  to  see  to  it  that  the  unfriendly  ones  do 
not  escape  from  the  reservation  and  roam 
about  and  destroy  the  people  and  property  of 
the  United  States  as  they  go  over  tne  country. 

Now,  sir,  iii  the  face  of  this  treaty — and  my 
friend,  I  think,  cannot  successfully  put  any 
other  construction  upon  it — in  the  face  of  the 
suffering  and  wrong  that  these  people,  eve  a 
before  this  treaty,  had  been  subjected  to  because 
they  were  our  friends,  and  not  beiiause  they 
were  our  enemies,  we  propose,  becaase  aqnat- 
ters  have  rushed  over  from  the  over-crowded 
State  which  my  friends  from  Minnesota  rep- 
resent, and  because  a  great  railroad  monopoly 
is  pushing  its  operations  in  that  quarter,  against 
the  will  of  the  people  to  whom  we  have  thus 
pledged  our  faith,  to  take  away  the  land  from 
them.  That  may  be  justice.  I  have  no  doubt  it 
is  from  the  point  of  view  of  my  friends  from  Min- 
nesota, because  I  cannot  question  their  hon- 
esty or  integrity  ;  I  should  k>e  the  farthet^t  from 
it  possible ;  but  looking  at  it  from  my  poiut 
of  view,  on  a  fair  consideration  of  this  treaty, 
and  especially  as  undertaking  to  pat  it  upon  a 
bill  which  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  subject, 
and  we  are  forced  thns  to  come  suddenly  to 
its  consideration,  I  think  it  altogether  wrong. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Senator  from  Vermont 
misapprehends  entirely  the  character  of  the 
population  on  the  western  bank  of  the  Red 
river  and  in  the  country  now  nuder  consider- 
ation. They  are  not  Minnesotians  by  any 
means.  We  have  no  desire  to  lose  our  pof^u- 
latiott.  '  We  have  no  desire  to  open  countries 
west  of  us  and  have  our  population  depleted. 
The  population  that  I  speak  of,  and  there  are 
about  ten  thousand  of  them  there,  is  drawn 
from  all  the  States  of  the  Union,  a  small 
I  fraction  possibly  from  Minnesota,  and  a  larger 
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portion  donbtless  from  the  State  of  VermoDt. 
They  are  men  seeking;  new  lauds,  a  fine  coan- 
try,  and  all  that ;  and  I  have  uo  doubt  a  large 
portion  of  them  are  from  the  Senators  own 
State. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    So  I  said. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Bat  what  wrong  is  intended 
to  be  done  these  Indians  7  By  the  provision 
of  a  former  law  we  have  concluded  ourselves 
against  making  treaties  with  Indians,  and  jret 
the  Senator  seems  to  assume  that  we  are  going 
to  acquire  more  Indian  lands,  and  not  to  be 
hemmed  in  and  curbed  in  by  the  lines  we  have 
already  actjulred. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  have  not  by  any 
former  law  bonnd  onrselves  to  violate  the  trea- 
ties we  have  heretofore  made. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  We  have  concluded  our- 
selves and  said  we  shall  not  hereafter  make 
any  treaties  for  the  acquisition  of  territory. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  we  have  not  declared 
that  we  will  violate  old  ones. 

Mr.  RAMSKY.  We  do  not  propose  to  vio- 
late any  rights  ot  the  Indians.  The  proposi 
tion  now  is  to  ascertain  the  value  of  these 
lands  and  to  compensate  the  Indians  for  them. 
By  any  treaty  you  would  make  with  them,  no 
matter  what  the  formalities  might  be,  you  could 
do  110  better  for  them  than  that  They  do  not 
reqnire  this  territory.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
them  at  all. 

The  treaty  says  that  but  twelve  or  fifteen 
hundred  Indians  were  parties  to  it,  and  the 
idea  that  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred  Indians 
are  to  hold  for  their  benefit  a  country  one 
hundred  and  fifty  miles  long  and  about  a 
hundred  miles  wide,  in  one  of  the  best  por- 
tions of  the  North  American  continent,  is 
absurd.  It  is  larger  than  that,  probably.  The 
Senator  now,  in  behalf  of  these  Indians,  who 
are  for  the  first  time  in  all  their  history  well 
cared  for,  well  housed  upon  fine  reservations, 
fed  by  the  nation,  clothed  by  the  nation — ^the 
Senator,  in  behalf  of  the  people  thus  sumptu- 
OQsiy  cared  for  beyond  anything  they  or  their 
aflcestors  ever  dreamed  of,  would  despoil  the 
people  of  his  own  blood  and  race  who  have 
gone  into  possession,  ten  thousand  of  them 
there,  and  drive  them  out  from  the  face  of  the 
country. 

If  this  was  a  proposition  to  deprive  these 
Indians  of  whatever  right  or  interest  they 
bave  got  in  this  large  tract  of  country,  and  de- 
spoil them  of  it  without  making  compensation, 
then  I  should  see  something  in  the  speech  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont;  but  there  is  no 
such  purpose.  This  proposition  comes  from 
as  good  friends  to  these  people  as  the  Senator 
ia  himself  or  as  his  people  can  be.  But  when 
they  cannot  occupy  this  land,  when  they  do 
not  require  it,  when  they  do  not  want  it,  why 
sboald  we  hesitate,  when  our  people  do  want 
it  and  are  in  possession  of  it,  to  make  some 
kind  of  arrangement  with  the  Indians?  That 
is  all  there  is  of  it. 

Mr.  WIN  DOM.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or 
two  in  answer  to  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 
My  honorable  friend's  sympathies  seem  to  be 
very  much  aroused  for  these  twenty-one  hun- 
dred and  fifty -six  Indians  because  they  are 
so  circumscribed  in  their  territory.  I  have 
already  shown  the  Senate  that  by  the  per- 
manent reservation  set  aside  for  them  each' 
and  every  Indian,  big  and  little,  has  now  per- 
manently reserved  for  him  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-six  acres  of  land.  This  country  to 
which  the  amendment  refers  has  never  be- 
longed to  these  Indians.  They  have  no  title 
to  it  whatever,  unless  the  fact  that  Indians 
roamed  over  the  soil  and  hunted  the  buffalo 
here  and  there  gives  them  a  title  to  the  land. 
There  is  not  an  act  of  Confess  or  a  treaty, 
there  is  nothing  anywhere  in  the  history  of 
this  Government  that  gives  to  these  Indians 
a  shadow  of  title  to  this  vast  territory,  over 
which  it  is  proposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  that  they  shall  forever  and  eternally 
A)am.  It  is  true  in  this  treaty  they  claim 
this  territory ;  but  so  they  have  clafmed  the 


whole  United  States.  I  believe  it  is  well  rec* 
ognized  everywhere  that  the  Indians  have 
no  title  to  lands  unless  it  is  derived  from 
the  Government.  The  Government  of  the 
United  States  owns  all  the  land  wirhin  its 
boundaries  unless  it  cedes  it  or  gives  it  away 
in  some  way  to  somebody  else.  In  this  in- 
stance nobody  desires  to  interfere  with  the 
Indians  upon  their  reservations.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  does  not  touch  their  reservation.  It 
simply  provides  that  when  they  have  thus 
nearly  a  thousand  acres  apiece  to  live  upon, 
and  have  received  $600  per  head,  they  shall 
not  exclude  from  settlement  forever  a  terri- 
tory larger  than  the  State  represented  so  ably 
by  my  friend  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Does  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator mean  to  say  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  the  proprietor  of  all  tho  land 
in  this  country  until  it  cedes  it  to  somebody 
else  ? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  mean  to  say  that  the 
Government  is  the  proprietor  of  the  land. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Does  not  the  honorable 
Senator  know  that  it  has  been  decided  over 
and  over  again  by  all  the  judicial  tribunals  of 
this  country,  both  State  and  national,  that  the 
Indian  title  was  the  first  title?  And  does  he 
not  know  that  the  history  of  the  country  shows 
that  from  1776  to  this  day  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  has  always  recognized  the 
Indian  title,  and  has  acquired  it  either  by  con- 
quest or  treaty  as  it  acquires  it  from  other 
people  and  nations? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  think  it  is  not  so  recog- 
nized. Let  me  read  a  sentence  from  the 
decision  in  the  case  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
vs*  Georgia,  where'  Chief  Justice  M^irshall, 
delivering  the  opinion  of  the  court|  said: 

"The  Indian  territory  ifl  admitted  to  compoee  a 
part  of  the  United  States.  In  all  our  geoKraphical 
treatises,  histories,  and  laws,  it  is  so  ooosiaered.'' 

These  words  are  quoted  by  the  court  in  a 
late  case  which  I  have  before  me  in  the  eleventh 
volume  of  Wallace^ s  Reports,  upon  a  case  in 
which  the  Congress  of  tb.e  United  States  had 
legislated  over  Indian  territory,  and  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  held  that 
they  had  the  power  to  do  so. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Certainly.     Has  it  legis 
lated  in  the  way  of  taking  the  Indian  title 
away  from   them,  or  only  in  regulating  the 
conduct  of  the  people  who  live  on  the  soil? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Not  in  this  case ;  but  here 
there  was  an  express  treaty  provision  which 

Srevented  certain  legislation,  and  Congress 
id  legislate  in  that  way,  and  the  court  held 
that  it  was  perfectly  good.  So  that  Congress 
has  entire  Jurisdiction  over  this  country,  I 
have  no  doubt. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  me  ask  my  friend  a 
question  about  the  law.  I  want  to  understand 
him,  because  I  thought  I  had  a  pretty  clear 
impression  about  what  had  been  decided. 
Do  I  understand  my  friend  to  say  that  the 
Supreme  Court  has  anywhere  decided  that 
the  Indian  title  to  the  soil  was  not  a  good  title, 
and  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
had  a  right  to  legislate  it-away? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that 
they  have  in  this  decision. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Does  my  friend  mean  to 
say  that  they  have  in  any  other  decision  ? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  cannot  point  to  any  other 
now,  but  I  know  this  to  be  the  fact:  the  Cou- 
gress  of  the  United  States  have  always  as- 
serted their  power  over  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States.  Now,  let  me  ask  my  friend  a 
question.  We  have  decided  by  act  of  Con- 
gress that  no  more  treaties  shall  be  made  with 
Indians,  have  we  not? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     No,  sir,  we  have  not. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  In  the  sixteenth  volame 
of  the  Statutes  you  will  find  it  is  declared  that 
the  Indian  tribes  are  not  nations  or  Powers 
with  whom  treaties  can  be  made. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Exactljr:  that  they  are 
subject,  like  other  oitizens  onnnabitaatsof  the 


United  States,  to  the  general  laws  of  Congress 
which  shall  regulate  their  conduct ;  but  it  does 
uot  follow  from  that,  let  me  suggest  to  my 
friend,  (and  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  suggest  it, 
because  he  is  a  better  lawyer  than  I  am,)  that 
we  can  take  away  the  property  which  belongs  ' 
to  them,  either  individually  or  collectively. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  ask  the  Senator  if  we 
have  not  by  act  of  Congress  declared  that  the 
Indians  are  not  a  Power  to  be  treated  with  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No;  we  have  not  de- 
clared that  they  are  not  a  Power  to  be  treated 
with,  but  we  have  declared  that  we  will  not 
anihorize  the  President  and  Senate  to  make 
any  further  treaties  with  them,  and  we  will  not 
carry  them  out  unless  we  please.  My  friend 
will  permit  me  to  suggest  to  him  that  that  is 
very  far,  as  far  as  the  east  is  from  the  westi 
from  declaring  that  therefore  we  have  obtained 
any  right  to  take  their  lands  without  their  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  was  going  to  follow  that 
with  another  question. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  With  ^he  permission  of 
my  colleague,  I  will  read^  the  section  of  the 
law.  It  will  be  found  on  page  566  of  the  six- 
teenth volume  of  the  Statutes- at- Lai^e: 

"Provided,  That  hereaftw  no  Indian  nation  or 
tribe  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  rocoifnised  as  an  independent  nation,  tribe,  or 
Power  witli  whom  the  United  States  maj  contract 
by  treaty." 

Mr.  WINDOM.  That  being  the  fact,  I 
desire  to  ask  the  Senator  from  Vermont  what 
he  is  going  to  do  with  reference  to  these  large 
territories  in  the  Vfest  over  which  this  roam- 
ing Indian  title  exists,  if  we  cannot  now  make 
treaties  with  them?  Is  the  land  in  this  coun- 
try to  be  forever  a  hunting  gronnd? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  think,  if  it  were, 
it  would  be  any  great  harm  to  the  country 
until  we  occupy  what  we  have;  but  that  is 
apart  from  the  question.  Now,  1  will  answer 
the  question  specifically  and  in  the  good  faith 
with  which  my  friend  proposes  it,  because  we 
both  desire  the  right  in  this  matter.  My  an- 
swer is  this:  the  laws  of  the  United Btates  do 
not  allow  a  treaty  to  be  made  with  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States.  He  is  the  subject  of  the 
law.  If  he,  as  some  corporations  and  citi- 
zens, is  the  owner  of  a  million  acres  of  land 
in  one  single  body,  covering  square  miles,  are 
he  and  his  children  forever  to  exclude  every- 
body from  that?  Of  course  not;  bot  it'  von 
are  to  take  his  land  from  him,  if  it  is  nis, 
you  must  get  his  consent,  unless  you  mean  to 
commit  robbery,  and  of  course  you  do  not. 
How  are  you  to  get  his  consent?  N ot  by  treaty 
iu  the  technical  sense  that  the  statute  speaks 
of  it;  not  by  proceeding  with  him  as  if  he 
were  an  independent  nation  or  Power,  butyoa 
are  to  get  it  by  a  contract. 

If,  therefore,  there  are  two  thousand  com- 
mon owners  of  the  territory  now  under  con- 
sideration, and  the  United  States  wish  to  obtain 
it,  ihey  can  obtain  it  by  contract  with  the  pro- 
prietors ia  common,  and  it  would  not  be  a 
treaty,  in  the  technical  sense,  any  more  than 
it  would  be  if  we  desired  to  get  the  title  of 
certain  western  men  and  certain  eastern  cor- 
porations and  capitalists  over  land  owned  by 
them,  not  wholly  in  a  square  form,  bat  still 
greater  in  amount  than  this,  and  we  should 
get  it  not  by  treaty,  but  by  contract,  which 
would  accomplish  the  same  purpose. 

Bat  if  my  friend  will  pardon  me,  while  I 
am  up,  the  question  is  not  exactly  how  we  are 
to  get  this  land ;  but  assuming  it,  or  it  being 
proved  to  be  the  land  of  the  Indians,  the  ques- 
tion is  not  how  you  are  going  to  get  it,  bat 
whether  you  are  going  to  take  it  against  their 
will,  whether  you  are  going  to  commit  rob- 
bery on  them  because  they  are  savages  and 
defenseless,  which  yoo  would  not  dare  to 
commit  against  anybody  else? 

Mr.  WINDOM.     It  is  very  well  understood 
h^re  and  throughout  the  country  that  this  mat- 
ter of  Indian  treaties  is  at  an  end,  and  i*.  ought 
to  have  been  ended  long  ago.     The  declara* 
J  tioB  of  the  statute  read  by  my  oolleague  simply 
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ezpreBfiee  what  I  believe  to  be  the  almost 
unanimous  opinion  of  both  Houses  of  Con- 
gress, that  no  more  of  these  treaties  should  be 
made ;  that  the  Indians  should  be  recognized 
as  the  wards  of  the  Government,  controlled  by 
its  laws ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  such  will  be  the 
policy  hereailer. 

Now,  sir,  so  far  as  this  territory  is  concerned, 
as  I  said  before,  these  Indians  have  no  shadow 
of  title  to  it  except  this  mere  roaming  pos- 
sessory title  for  I  do  not  know  how  many 
years.  I  ask  whether  the  Senate  is  willing  to- 
day to  forever  ^ive  over  this  territory  as  a 
bunting-ground  simply  because  these  Indians 
desire  or  may  desire  it — I  do  not  think  they 
do — but  because  there  is  a  technicality  which 

5)revent8  white  settlers  from  ^oing  upon  it. 
'he  only  reason  why  the  provision  which  pre 
vents  this  was  inserted  is  given  in  the  treaty 
itself,  article  nine : 

"And it  being  desirable  that  no  enoouragement  h« 
afforded  them  to  rely  upon  the  ohase  as  a  means  of 
subsistence,  no  person  will  be  permitted  to  trade 
upon  either  of  the  reservations  nor  within  the  limits 
of  the  land  claimed  by  said  bands  as  designated  in 
the  second  article  of  this  treaty." 

Now,  sir,  why  are  white  settlers  excluded 
from  this  territory?  Simply  that  the  Indians 
may  not  be  induced  to  roam  over  it.  The  only 
claim  Ihey  have  is  to  exclude  white  persons, 
and  that  exclusion  is  made  for  the  purpose  of 
holding  out  no  inducement  to  the  Indians  to 
roam  over  it. 

The  Senator  says  they  have  granted  the  right 
of  way  by  this  treaty  across  this  territory,  and 
argues  from  that  that  they  have  a  right  to  it.  If 
the  Iiidians  owned  this  territory  wny  did  they 
take  from  the  Qovemment  the  cession  of  two 
small  reservations,  one  at  the  north  and  one 
at  the  south  end  of  it?  If  the  whole  of  it 
belonged  to  them,  if  they  really  claimed  the 
whole  of  it  or  understood  that  they  had  a  right 
to  the  whole  of  it,  why  did  they  accept  from 
the  Government  a  permanent  reservation  of 
part  of  their  own  territory  as  -provided  in  this 
treaty  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OPFICEB,  (Mr.  Fbkry, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chair.)  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Iowa. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  ushavethe  yeasand 
navs  upon  it.  . 

Mr.  COLE.  Is  it  too  late  to  move  to  amend 
.the  amendment? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    It  is  not 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  us  try  it  on  the  flat 
.question  first. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  second 
section.  That  seems  to  me  to  be  the  most  objec- 
tionable section  in  the  amendment.  It  author- 
izes a  commission  to  go  and  estimate  the  value 
of  these  lands  with  the  idea  that  the  Govern- 
ment is  afterward  to  pay  for  them.  They  are 
to  ascertain  facts  by  which  the  amount  is  to 
be  found,  which  amount  is  afterward  to  be  in- 
vested or  disposed  of  lor  the  welfare  and  true 
interests  of  these  bands  of  Indians.  If  this 
territory  is  so  extensive  as  has  been  stated,  to 
wit.  one  hundred  miles  by  two  hundred  miles, 
ana  of  the  value  represented,,  we  shall  fioa 
ourselves  here  under  a  claim  against  the  Gov- 
ernment, by  virtue  of  to-day's  legislation, 
amounting  in  all  probability  to  millions  of  dol- 
lars. If  the  land  is  worth  only  ten  cents  an 
acre,  it  would  amount,  I  should  say,  to  several 
million  dollars ;  I  do  not  know  how  many. 

I  disagree  with  my  colleague  on  the  com- 
mittee, the  Senator  from  Vermont,  as  to  the 
riffht  of  these  Indians  to  this  vast  territory. 
I  believe  that  it  belongs  first  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  primarily  to 
the  white  people  of  the  United  States  who 
are  willing  to  go  upon  the  lands  and  improve 
and  cultivate  thern,  and  not  to  these  roaming 
savages  who  would  make  no  use  whatever  of 
them.  I  should  like  to  see  the  second  section 
stricken  out,  and  then  I  would  support  the 
Bmendment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  I  understand  my 
coUeagae'to  wish  to  put  it  on  this  bill  ? 


Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  to  have  it  amended 
first.  I  do  not  want  to  put  it  on  this  bill  par- 
ticularly, but  I  desire  the  second  section  to  be 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  hope  that  section  will 
not  be  stricken  out,  because  it  is  the  provision 
which  is  intended  to  prevent  any  injustice 
whatever  being  done  to  these  Indians.  The 
Indian  Committee,  which  is  supposed  to  look 
as  carefully  after  the  interests  of  the  Indians 
as  any  other  committee  in  this  body,  have 
unanimously,  I  think,  agreed  to  this  amend- 
ment, and  the^  have  provided  this  section  as 
a  means  of  doing  justice  to  the  Indians  if  they 
have  any  claims  there.  All  the  claim  they 
have  is  the  right  to  exclude  white  settlers 
from  certain  portions  of  it,  and  whatever  that 
is  worth  to  them  they  ought  to  have.  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  stricken  out. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
California  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  this  act  of  gross  in- 
justice is  to  be  perpetrated,  then,  of  course, 
the  second  section  ought  to  stand.  If  we  are 
to  take  this  property  from  these  people  against 
their  will  and  aevote  it  to  the  uses  of  a  rail- 
road corporation,  who  now  are  not  entitled  to  it, 
and  the  people  whom  the  building  of  railways 
may  bring  in,  or  may  have  already  brought 
in  where  this  right  of  way  is  to  be  granted, 
then  by  all  means  we  ought  to  do  the  justice, 
if  you  can  call  it  justice,  we  ought  to  make  the 
amendCj  if  you  can  call  it  an  amendCf  of  pro- 
viding some  way  of  making  compensation  to 
the  Indians.  So  that  I  hope  the  second  sec- 
tion will  not  be  stricken  out. 

In  the  next  place,  if  this  land,  to  which  now 
no  railroad  company  or  anybody  else  has  any 
right  except  the  right  to  go  through  it,  is  to  be 
taken  from  these  Indians,  then  it  ought  to  be 
taken  for  the  benefit  of  homestead  and  pre- 
emption settlers  and  for  private  purchasers, 
anq  let  those  to  whom  we  have  made  land 
grants  for  the  building  of  railroads  take  their 
lands  in  the  places  where  at  the  time  we  made 
the  grants  they  were  entitled  to  take  them.  So 
that  if  this  amendment  is  to  pass,  the  first  sec- 
tion ought  to  be  amended  by  providing,  not 
that  the  lands  shall  be  subject  to  the  existing 
laws  applicable  to  public  lands,  which  is  to  say, 
to  existing  land  grants,  but  by  providing  that 
thev  shall  be  subject  to  preemption  and  entry, 
and  sale  to  private  purcuasers  under  existing 
laws,  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

But,  Mr.  President,  before  these  amend- 
ments are  made,  in  order  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  on  putting  on  an  appropriation  bill 
this  proposition  and  doing  this  act  of  injustice, 
I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  On  that  motion  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  21,  nays  18;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Ames^  Anthony,  Cole, 
Con  kling.  Cooper,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Edmunds, 
Fenton,  Qilbert,  Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Hamilton 
of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Ver- 
mont, Norwood,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Spracae,  Vick- 
ers,  and  Wilson— 21. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Blair.  Caldwell,  Corbett.  Ferry  of 
Michigan,  Frelinghuysen,  Harlan,  Hill,  Hiteheook, 
Howe,  Kelly,  Nye,  Osborn,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Stewart, 
Tipton.  Wiodom,  and  Wright— 18. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Bayard,  Boreman,  Brownlow, 
Buckingham,  Cameron.  Carpenter,  Ca^serly,  Chan- 
dler. Clayton,  Cragin,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Ferry  of 
Connecticut,  Flanagan,  Goldthwaite,  Johnston,  Kel- 
logg, Lewis,  Logan,  Morton,  Patterson,  Pomeroy, 
Pool.  Rice,  Saulsbary,  Scburs.  Scott,  Sherman. 
Spencer.  Stevenson,  Stockton,  Sumner.  Thurman, 
Trumbull,  and  West*-^ 

So  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  to  off'er  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  close  of  the  first 
section : 

For  tho  purpose  of  enabling  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  pay  to  the  parties  entitled  there  to  the 
balances  due  tho  creditors  of  the  Upper  and  Lower 
bands  of  Sioax  Indians,  on  account  of  supplies  fur- 
nished said  Indians  prior  to  the  3d  day  ot  Decem- 


ber, I860,  865,812  47.  or  so  mnoh  thereof  as  the  Beere- 
tary  of  the  interior  may  find  to  be  justly  due  a&sr 
an  examination  of  the  various  items  thereoH 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  hope  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  will  ex- 
plain that  amendment.  That  is  a  Tery  large 
sum  to  be  appropriated  without  a  full  explana- 
tion. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  These  claims  arise  under 
a  treaty  made  with  the  principal  bands  of  the 
Sioux  Indians  in  the  year  1858;  I  think  on 
the  19th  of  June,  1858.  Upon  that  occasioa 
the  Indians  recognized  their  indebtedness  tod 
desired  that  provision  should  be  made  in  the 
treaty  for  its  liquidation.  The  traders  who 
were  present  were  unable  to  fix  the  specific 
and  certain  sum.  It  was  approximated  to  as 
nearly  as  it  could  be,  and  $70,000  fixed  in  the 
treaty  for  the  payment  of  this  indebtedness. 
The  accounts  were  examined  carefully,  as  ii 
usual  in  such  cases,  by  the  proper  officers 
from  the  Indian  agent  up  to  the  Gommissiooer 
of  Indian  Affairs  himself,  and  the  claims  were 
approved ;  but  the  $70,000  did  not  fully  com- 
pensate nor  fully  extinguish  the  indebtedness. 
The  Indians  on  two  suk>sequent  occasions  rec- 
ognized this  indebtedness  and  deaired  its  pay- 
ment, and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  on 
the  18th  of  June,  1870,  addressed  a  commoni* 
cation  to  Congress,  which  I  shall  b%  wery  glad 
to  have  the  Secretary  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  letter: 

DbPABTKBNT  of  the  iKTiaiOB. 

Washinotox.  June  13,  It^TQ. 

Sir:  On  the  19th  day  of  June.  1858.  treaties  were 
concluded  between  the  United  States  and  the  upper 
and  lower  bands  of  Sioux  Indians  in  Minnerota. 
Bach  of  these  two  treaties,  in  the  third  artiele.  coa- 
tains  a  stipulation  that  an  amount  not  exceediar 
$70,000  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale 
of  the  lands  mentioned  in  the  second  article  of  said 
treaties  to  satisiy  the  jost  debts  and  obligations  of 
said  Indians. 

The  treaties  were  negotiated  in  this  city,  and  sev- 
eral of  the  creditors  of  the  Indians  were  present. 
The  different  bands  were  desirous  that  aH  their  obli- 
gations should  be  canceled,  and  the  sum  named  in 
the  third  article  of  the  treaties  was  based  upon  aa 
estimate  which,  at  that  time,  was  thought  to  beraffi 
cient  to  cover  all  domaods  that  might  be  m^e 
against  them;  but  upon  an  examination  of  the 
accounts,  which,  after  examination  and  abatemeat 
by  the  Indian  department,  were  allowed,  it  was 
ascertained  that  after  the  payment  of  the  amount 
provided  by  the  treaty  to  satisfy  the  indebtedness 
of  the  Indians  at  the  date  of  the  treaties  a  balaniK 
of  $57,616  36  remained  against  them. 

In  1862  the  Indians,  parties  to  the  treaties,  com- 
menced hostilities  against  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  known  as  the  Bioux  Indian  maasaere,  whicb 
resulted  in  the  abrogation  of  all  treaties  with  the 
Sioux,  their  removal  from  the  reservations  in  the 
State  of  Minnesota,  and  the  confiscation  of  their 
annuities. 

There  is  also  due  by  the  lower  bands  of  Sioex 
Indians  the  sum  of  $8,196  12.  being  a  balance  of 
claims  against  them  arising  subsequent  to  the  treaty 
of  1858. 

Mr.  Secretary  Smith,  on  the  81st  day  of  May,  1^ 
after  a  consideration  of  the  subjeot,  directed  the 
payment  of  the  debts  of  the  Indians  to  the  extent 
named  in  the  treaties,  namely,  $140,000.  which 
amount  was  to  be  paid,  pro  rata,  to  the  claimants  in 
full  satisfaction  of  all  demands  against  them. 

The  money  was  accepted  by  the  creditors  under 
protest,  and  application  was  aflerwiu^  made  to  the 
I)epartment  for  the  balance  due  by  the  Indians, 
and  it  appears  that  Mr.  Secretary  Usher  was  inciioed 
to  direct  the  payment  of  the  same,  but  there  was  no 
appropriation  within  the  control  of  this  Department 
applicable  thereto. 

In  the  treaty  of  19th  February,  1867,  with  the 
Sioux  Indians,  Cupper  bands.)  provision  was  made  for 
the  payment  ot  the  balances  due  by  them  to  their 
traders;  but  the  Senate  struck  out  of  said  treatv 
artioles  six  to  fourteen,  inolnsive.  which  embraced 
the  provision  referred  to.  and  the  matter  has  since 
that  time  remained  unacted  on. 

The  parties  to  whom  the  balances  ara  dae  are  now 
applying  to  be  paid. 

An  examination  of  the  case  satisfies  me  that  the 
claims  are  probably  just  and  should  be  paid;  bat 
there  are  no  funds  at  thedisposal  of  this  Departsa«at 
that  could  be  applied  to  their  payment. 

I  therefore  respectfully  invite  the  attention  of 
Congress  to  the  propriety  of  making  aa  appropna- 
tiou  to  meet  these  olaims,  for  whioh  the  sura  of 
$65,812  47  would  be  necessary,  to  enable  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  to  pay  to  the  parties  entitled 
thereto  the  balances  due  the  creditors  of  the  upper 
and  lower  bands  of  Sioux  Indians,  on  aocouat  of 
supplios  furnished  said  Indians  prior  to  the  3d  day 
of  December,  1860. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotfhlly.  your 
obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX.  AereCaJVe 

Hon.  JAines  G.  Blaine, 

i!ip€ak0r  uf  ikt  Bamm  9f  JieprtMntatipta. 
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Mr.  RAMSEY.  That  is  the  opinioB  of  Sec- 
retary Go3c.  The  sam^  opinion  was  held  by 
Secretary  Usher,  and  also  by  Secretary  Smith, 
the  predecessors  of  Secretary  Cox.  As  the 
Senate  know  very  wekl,  the  means  of  the  In- 
dians to  liquidate  this  indebtedness  were  con- 
fiscated on  the  part  of  the  Government.  Their 
annuities,  their  property  of  every  sort  and  de- 
Bcription,  after  the  massacre  of  1862»  were  taken 
from  them  and  the  moneys  covered  into  the 
Treasory.  I'hese  persons  had  furnished  the 
Indians  with  provisions  under  very  trying  cir- 
cumstances. The  Government  was  unable  to 
help  the  Indians  in  their  distress.  The  annui- 
ties they  received  were  very  small.  The  best 
paid  Indians  do  not  receive  what  would  sup- 
port them  one  month  in  the  year.  Then  they 
were  &r  off,  in  the  seasons  of  drought,  and 
having  no  other  support  they  called  upon  their 
traders. 

It  was  upon  such  occasions  as  these  that 
these  provisions  were  furnished  them.  As  I 
said  before,  the  accounts  were  closely  scrutin- 
ized by  the  Government  officers,  from  the 
agent  and  the  superintendent  up  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  himself.  Then 
several  Secretaries  of  the  Interior  have  given 
their  verdict  in  favor  of  these  claims.  The 
claimants  are  highly  respectable  gentlemen. 
Having  taken  the  means  of  these  Indians 
which  would  have  enabled  them  to  pay  this 
indebtedness,  it  is  but  simple  justice  on  the 
part  of  the  Government,  after  having  kept 
them  out  of  the  money  through  these  long 
years,  that  we  should  no  longer  hesitate  to 
make  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  ROBKRl^ON.  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  Senator  whether  these  are  the  Indians  who 
massacred  the  settlers  in  Minnesota  in  1862? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  No,  sir;  not  alt  of  them. 
Some  of  them  were  in  the  massacres.  They 
fared,  however,  with  the  body  of  their  tribe. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  If  1  understand  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaties  of  these  two  tribes, 
these  claims  have  been  paid,  but  as  it  was  not 
then  supposed  they  would  amount  to  what  they 
now  ask,  they  come  back  here  and  ask  Con- 
gress to  give  them  $69,000  more. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Not  at  all ;  it  is  to  pay  their 
creditors. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  We  do  not  propose  to 
pay  their  creditors  if  we  can  help  it.  1  move 
that  the  amendment  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  ask  the  Sen- 
ator to  withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr,  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  This  is  an 
old  acquaintance  of  the  Senate,  and  it  is  a  very 
modest  claim — only  $65,000 — a  private  claim! 
I  do  not  know  how  many  times  it  has  been 
considered  by  the  Committee  on  Claims,  but  I 
think  we  ought  to  give  them  an  opportunity  to 
consider  it  again,  and  I  am  very  glad  that  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  was  about  to 
make  a  motion  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  because 
I  hope  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  will  be  able  to  get  through  with 
this  bill  to-day,  and  if  we  begin  the  list  of  pri- 
vate claims  on  this  general  appropriation  bill, 
I  do  not  know  where  it  will  end;  it  will  take 
perhaps  the  entire  week  in  order  to  get  through 
with  tne  bill. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  beg  to  inform  the  Senator 
that  this  is  not  an  ordinary  claim  at  all,  nor  a 
mere  private  claim.  It  is  an  obligation  grow- 
ing out  of  the  provisions  of  a  treaty. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  No;  it  is  a 
very  extraordinarv  case.  It  is  large  in  its 
amount,  and  it  embraces  a  great  many  under 
one  head.  I  yield  to  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  now  to  make  his  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  That  is  very  kind  on  the 
part  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont! 

5Ir.  MORRILL,  <jf  Vermont.  If  theSenator 
from  Minnesota  wishes  to  speak 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  will  not  press  his  motion  at 
this  time.     I  ask  the  Senator  to  withdraw  it. 
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Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  will  yield  to  hear  any 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota.  I 
intend  to  make  the  motion  afterward,  though. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Is  this  the  kind  of  justice 
that  the  Senate  want  to  mete  out  to  our  peo- 
ple? They  furnished  these  Indians  in  the 
time  of  their  great  difficulty  and  distress,  when 
the  Government  oould  not  do  it  if  it  had  de- 
sired to  do  so ;  then  it  was  that  these  people 
generously  came  forward  and  out  of  their 
means  supported  them  and  their  children  at 
that  time;  and  now,  after  they  have  waited 
twelve  or  thirteen  years,  the  Senator  gets  up 
in  the  Senate,  and  oy  a  simple  motion  to  lay 
this  proposition  on  the  table  denies  them  this 
justice  which  they  have  waited  patiently  for 
during  thirteen  years,  hoping  that  the  Govern- 
ment would  not  perpetually  deny  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Does  not  the 
Senator  know  that  there  are  olaims  here  that 
have  been  waiting  for  forty  years?  Why 
should  these  claimants  have  any  preeminence 
over  other  private  claimants?  Jtiet  us  treat 
them  all  alike,  and  not  undertake  to  foist  this 
claim  upon  a  general  appropriation  bill,  but 
consider  it  fairly  when  it  shaii  be  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  This  is  the  proper  plaoe 
to  move  in  behalf  of  these  {)eople.  They  get 
their  right  under  the  provision  of  a  treaty 
made  with  these  Indiana,  and  these  Indiana 
have  time  and  again  asked  the  Government 
to  pay  it,  the  Government  having  taken  from 
them  the  means  by  which  they  might  otherwise 
themselves  have  paid  it  The  Government 
takes  their  meant,  puts  them  into  the  Treasury, 
and  nqw  refuses  to  do  that  justice  to  Ihese 
people  which  the  Indians  themselves,  savagea 
that  they  are,  would  gUd^  have  done. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  In  1870,  two  years 
ago  this  summer,  in  the  Senator's  own  State, 
I  witnessed  a  sight  which  perhaps  will  never 
be  forgotten.  I  saw  the  troops  preserving  the 
lives  of  about  thirty  or  forty  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Minnesota,  who  were  kept  in  one  pen« 
I  might  say,  or  fortto  be  protected  from  Iheae 
good  Indians  that  the  Senator  speaks  o^  some 
thirty  days  on  half  rations,  and  perhaps  not 
then  receiving  half  rations  for  their  sustenance. 
In  passing  Uirongh  the  towns,  I  saw  where 
thirty-nine  of  these  Indiaos  were  hung  at  one 
time  for  rising  up  against  the  whites  and  mur- 
dering them  in  one  night  Now  the  Senator 
comes  here  and  asks  that  these  treaty  stipula- 
tions be  carried  out  by  giving  money  to  the 
men  who  kept  these  good  Indians  when  the 
Government  was  not  able  to  do  anything  for 
them  and  when  they  were  taking  the  lives  of 
citizens  of  the  United  Stated  ten  er  twelve 
years  ago  1 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Senator  jaisUkee.  It 
was  many  years  before  the  massacre.  The 
indebtedness  of  the  Indians  occurred  there 
many  years  before  the  massacre. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON;  Then  they  forfeited  it 
by  the  massacre. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.    Not  the  creditors. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  would  ask  the  Senator  from 
Minnesota  if  the  committee  were  careful  in 
examining  these  claims  to  ascertain  that  the 
amounts  were  not  exaggerated,  and  that  there 
were  proofs  of  the  provisions  being  furnished 
and  of  the  value  of  them? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  details  were  e^mined 
closely  and  thoroughly,  as  closely  as  a  white 
man  in  Georgia,  or  Minnesota,  or  South  Caro- 
lina would  do  in  dealing  with  hia  creditor. 
The  accounts  were  closely  scrutinized  by  the 
Indian  agent,  and  by  the  Commissiooer  of 
Indian  Affairs  under  the  soperintendeoce  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  these  claims 
have  been  affirmed  three  times  by  three  soo* 
oessive  Secretaries  of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  see  no  other  way  in  which 
they  could  possibly  be  paid. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  move  to  lay  the 
amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
not  insist  on  that  motion* 


Mr.  ROBERTSON.     I  think  I  must 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Nvb  in 
the  chair.^  The  motion  h  to  lay  this  amend- 
ment on  the  table. 

Mr.  RO  BERTSON.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  should  like 
to  know  from  what  committee  this  amend 
ment  comes. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
is  informed  that  it  is  not  from  any  committee, 
but  an  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Minnesota,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Committee  ou  Indian 
Affiiirs  reported  it 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  inquire  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  then,  whether  this  amendment  has 
been  passed  upon  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  and  is  moved  as  an  amendment  from 
that  committee? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  It  was  acted  upon  by  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  And  recom- 
mended ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Recommended. 

Mr.  RAMSEV*  It  has  been  reported  upon 
favorably  two  successive  years,  lost  year  and 
this  year. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  'And  has  been 
voted  down  for  tea  or  fiiteen  years. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     By  unfair  men. 

ThePRESIDlNG  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  upon  laying  the  amendment  ou  the  table,ui)ou 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — ^yea0  23,  nays  15 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS— Messrs.  Aloom,  Ames.  Anthony.  Oole. 
Conklina.  Cooper,  Davis  of  WesI  Virsinia,  Bdmands, 
Fentuo.  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamilton  of  Texaa. 
Lewis,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norwood,  Nye,  Osbom, 
Fool,  Pmtt.  RobertSQo,  Sawyer.  Stewart.  Viokers. 

JN AYS^Megars.  Blair,  Caldwell,  Clayton,  Corbett, 
Cracin.  Ferry  of  Mlehicaa,  Frelingboysen,  Harlan. 
UiU,  Kelly,  Pomvoy*  Ramsey,  Steveason,  Tipton. 

ABSENl—Messrs.  Bayard,  Boreman,  Brownlow, 
Bnciclnirbam,  Cameron.  Carpeoter,  Casserly.  Uband- 
ler.  Davis  of  Kentacky,  Fer^  of  Conneotieat,  Flana- 

5 an,  Qilbert,  Goldthwatte.  BamUa.Hitohcock.HQwe. 
obnstoDf,  Kellogg.  Logan.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Mor- 
ton, Patterson,  Rice,  Saalsbury,  Schun.  Soott.  6her- 
man.  Spencer.  Spraeue,  Stockton,  Snnnwi  Ikur- 
nan.  Trumbull,  w  est.  and  Wilson— 35. 

8o  the  motion  was  afreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  feel  so  sore  that  amend- 
ment that  I  offered  and  withdrew  yesterday 
onght  to  be  adopted  that  I  will  renew  it.  In 
line  ninety- three  of  the  bill  1  move  to  strike 
ont ''  $88,600''  and  insert  '<  $60,000"  as  the 
appropriation  *'for  contingencies,  inclnding 
traveling  and  incidental  and  cnrrent  and  con- 
tingent expenses  of  superintendents,  agents, 
and  other  officers)"  and  I  will  state  that  if 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations remains  of  the  same  opinion  to-day 
that  he  expressed  yesterday,  I  snail  feel  it  to 
be  my  duty  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  if 
necessary,  on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  GO  LB.  I  am  assured  by  the  Oommis- 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  that  that  appropria- 
tion will  be  necessary  in  order  to  enaole  him 
to  efficiently  administer  the  Department,  and 
I  do  not  feel  myself  individually  like  making 
any  opposition  to  it.  The  estimate  was  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  amendment,  I  remember 
that  very  distinctly ;  and  I  wonld  rather  take 
off  an  equal  amount  from  some  of  the  larger 
appropriations  for  the  Indians,  sons  to  balance 
toe  thing,  than  to  ask  that  this  reduction  be 
continn^. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  one  other  amend- 
ment to  propose,  which  I  withdrew  yesterday 
also.  It  relates  to  the  surveys  of  the  Indian 
lands.  It  is  after  line  fifteen  hundred  and 
fifly  to  insert: 

For  the  surveys  of  exterior  boandarlcs  of  Indian 
reeervations,  and  subdividing  portion!  of  the  laaie, 
t300,g00. 
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Mr.  COLE.  I  said  so  mQch  upon  this  subject 
yesterday  that  I  do  not  feel  like  detaining  the 
Senate  even  a  moment  by  any  further  remarks 
upon  it.  I  stated  yesterday,  without  having 
the  law  before  me,  that  a  very  large  appropri- 
ation had  been  made  for  this  purpose  but  a 
short  time  ago.  I  find  that  in  1870,  less  than 
two  years  ago,  an  appropriation  amounting  to 
$444,480  was  made  for  this  specific  purpose, 
surveying  these  Indian  reservations.  I  believe 
we  have  no  very  definite  account  as  to  the 
manner  in  which  that  money  was  expended, 
and  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  appropri- 
ation now  asked  for  of  $800,000  for  surveys  is 
wholly  unnecessary.  Why,  Mr.  President,  at 
the  rate  of  compensation  mentioned  in  the 
document  read  here  yesterday,  that  is  six  dol- 
lars a  mile,  which  seems  to  be  pretty  large 
compensation  for  making  these  surveys ;  it 
would  be  sufficient  to  survey  fifty  thousand 
miles — lines  twice  around  the  world  and  more. 
It  certainly  cannot  be  necessary  to  expend  so 
large  a  sum  as  this  in  surveying  these  Indian 
reservations,  particularly  inasmuch  as  large 
appropriations  have  already  been  made  for 
this  very  purpose  to  very  little  use.  I  hope 
this  amendment  may  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  if,  under  the  other  appropriation,  they 
have  commenced  sectionizin^r  ? 

Mr.  HARL'AN.  I  can  say  that  I  learn  by 
inquiry  that  they  have  expended  the  appro- 
priation of  two  years  ago  in  subdividing  In- 
dian reservations.  A  large  part  of  it  has  been 
applied,  as  I  conjectured  yesterday,  in  the 
subdivision  of  lands  of  the  Chickasaws,  and 
land  formerly  held  by  the  Creeks  and  Semi- 
nolea,  and  some  of  the  lands  that  were  form- 
erly held  by  the  Cherokees. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
vote  for  any  amount  for  surveys  that  may  be 
used  in  such  surveys  as  will  ultimately  be  of 
use  to  settlers,  if  that  portion  of  the  country 
is  ever  devoted  to  civilization,  as  it  probably 
will  be  when  that  race  disappears.  There  is 
nothing  more  desirable  than  that  the  country 
should  be  surveyed  in  advance  of  settlement; 
and  the  quicker  the  surveys  are  made  the  bet- 
ter, because  the  greatest  hardships  always  re- 
sult from  the  want  of  surveys.  Settlers  are 
allowed  by  our  laws  to  go  upon  the  public 
lands  in  advance  of  the  surveys,  and  then  when 
the  surveys  are  made  they  are  required  to  con- 
form to  them.  Their  improvements  are  made 
on  the  lands  before  the  surveys,  and  a  great 
many  are  mined  in  conforming  to  the  subse- 
<^ueut  surveys.  If  this  money,  or  a  large  por- 
tion of  it,  is  to  be  expended  in  running  such 
lines  as  will  afterward  be  useful  in  sectioniz- 
ing  the  country  and  surveying  it  for  settlement, 
I  have  no  objection  to  it,  because  it  is  money 
well  expended  and  will  not  be  lost.  I  should 
like  to  inquire  how  this  money  is  to  be  ex- 
pended. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  These  lands  are  all  sur- 
veyed under  the  direction  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office.  The  gen- 
eral land  system  surveys  apply  to  these 
surveys  as  to  all  others.  The  town  and  range 
lines,  the  correction  lines,  and  everything  of 
that  kind  are  first  established,  and  then  the 
countrv  is  divided  up  into  sections. 

Mr.  STEWART.  You  cannot  establish 
those  too  soon. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  appropriation  for 
surveying  I  think  ought  to  be  made.  That  is 
in  the  line  of  the  improvements  we  are  trying 
to  carry  forward  through  the  Indian  country, 
getting  the  Indians  on  small  parcels  of  land 
preparatory  to  their  civilization  and  citizen- 
ship. I  do  not  think  we  ought  to  resist  any 
appropriation  for  surveying. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  hope  this  amend- 
ment making  this  large  appropriation  will  not 
prevail.  I,  for  one,  am  opposed  to  taxing  the 
white  people  of  this  country,  or  the  colored 
people  of  this  country,  for  a  set  of  savages 
who  do   nothing  except,  when  they  get  as 


within  their  power,  assassinate  us.  I  move 
that  this  amendment  lie  on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  moves  that  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  called  for  the  yeas. and 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  COLE.  We  have  many  applications 
to  Congress  of  this  kind' for  surveying  lands 
for  white  settlers — ^— 

Mr.  POMEROY.  This  is  a  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
18  not  debataole. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  did  not  understand  the  mo- 
tion was  to  la/  on  the  table.  I  thought  the 
question  was  on  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  will  withdraw  the 
motion  if  the  Senator  from  California  wishes 
to  speak. 

Mr.  COLE.  Oh,  no ;  I  prefer  that  it  should 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  26,  nays  12 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Ames,  Anthony.  Clayton. 
Cole,  Cooper,  Craffin,  Davis  of  West  VirglDia.  Ed- 
muods,  Hnmiltoo  of  Maryland,  Uamilton  of  Texai>, 
Hamlin.  Kelly,  Lewis,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Nor- 
wood. Nye.  Odborn,  Patterson.  Robertson,  Spencer. 
Stockton,  Vickors,  West.  Wilson,  and  Wright— 26. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Caldwell.  Harlan,  Uill.lfitchcoek. 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Pomeroy.  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Ste- 
yenson,  Stewart.  Tipton,  and  Windom— 12. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Bayard,  Blair.Boreaian. Brown- 
low,  Buckingham.  Cameron,  Carpenter,  Cassurly, 
Chandler.  Conkiinr,  Corbett,  Davis  of  Kentucky, 
Fenton,  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Ferry  of  Michigan. 
Fianflgan,  Frelinghuysen,  Gilbert,  Gk)Idthwaite. 
Howe,  Johnston,  Kellogg.  Logan',  Morton,  Pool, 
Rice,  Saulsbary.  Sawyer.  Schurs,  Scott,  Sherman, 
Sprague,  Sumner,  Thurman.  and  Trumbull— 35. 

So  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

HXSSAOS  FROM  THJS  HOUSB. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  Clinton  Llotd,  its  Chief  Clerk, 
announced  that  the  House  had  disagreed  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H. 
B.  No.  622)  granting  a  pension  to  Richard  B. 
Crawford,  asked  a  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon,  and  had 
appointed  Mr.  Jbssb  H.  Moobb  of  Illinois, 
Mr.  Ebasmds  D.  Peck  of  Ohio,  and  Mr.  R. 
Milton  Spbbr  of  Pennsylvania,  managers  at 
the  same  on  its  part. 

The  message  further  announcced  that  the 
House  had  passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2186)  to 
dispense  with  informers  in  the  internal  revenue 
service ;  in  which  it  requested  the  concurrence 
if  the  Senate. 

The  message'also  announced  that  the  House 
had  laid  upon  the  table  the  substitute  of  the 
Senate  for  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1537)  to  repeal 
existing  duties  on  tea  and  coffee. 

REVENUB  BILLS. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  ask  unanimons  con- 
sent that  the  message  just  received  from  the 
House  as  to  the  tariff  bill  be  read  at  length. 
There  was  something  more  than  was  said  by 
the  Clerk. 

The  PBESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  the  message  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

FoETT-SlOOKD  CONOBBSS.  SlOOND  SkSSIOW, 
COJIQRKSS  0¥  THB  UVITEO  StaTRS, 

In  the  House  of  RKpaxsiNTATivRS, 

April  %  1872. 

Besolv^d.  That  the  rabstUution  by  the  Senate, 
under  the  form  of  an  amendment,  for  the  bill  of  tbo 
House  (H.  R.  No.  1537)  entitled  **  An  act  to  repeal 
existing  dutiea  on  tea  and  coffee."  of  a  bill  entitled 
**An  act  to  reduce  existing  taxes,"  containing  a 
general  revision,  reduction,  and  repeal  of  laws  im- 
posing import  duties  and  internal  taxes,  is  in  conflict 
with  the  true  intent  and  purpose  of  tuat  clause  of 
the  Constitution  which  requires  thnt  all  bills  for 
raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives:  and  that  therefore  said  substitute  for 
House  bill  No.  1537  do  lie  upon  the  table. 

And  b»  it  further  reeohed.  That  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  notify  the 
Senate  of  the  foregoing  reMlution. 

Attest :  BD  WARD  McPHERSON.  CUrk. 

By  Clintok  Llotu. 

Ohi^  Clerk  Boute  q^  BeprMentaUvee^ 


Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  This  is  a 
somewhat  eztraordiitarj  resolution  on  the  part 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  1  shall 
not  ask  now  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Com 
mitlee  on  Finance,  because  I  think  the  Senate 
may  perhaps  like  to  consider  it  somewhat 
before  it  is  referred.  I  ask,  therefore,  that  it 
remain  on  the  table  until  to-morrow,  and  be 
printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  should  be  printed.  I 
want  to  see  it.  If  we  have  no  right  to  amend 
a  bill,  I  think  it  is  time  we  knew  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  VermonU  I  move  that 
the  message  be  printed  and  laid  oa  the  table 
for  the  present. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wbolt*, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  1192)  making  appropriations  fur  the  cur- 
rent and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department,  and  for  fumlliDg  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year 
ending  June  30,  1873,  and  for  other  purp<is»«. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  wish  to  make  an  inqoirr 
of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations before  offering  the  amendcoent  wJrch 
I  hold  in  my  hand,  as  it  may  be  provided  for 
in  some  other  way.  On  page  65  I  observe  aa 
sppropriaMon  for  the  Indian  service  in  Cali- 
fornia. I  have  not  noticed  any  provision  for 
the  Mission  Indians  of  the  coast. 

Mr.  COLB.  There  has  been  no  appropria- 
tion made  for  them  in  any  way  Uiat  I  koov 
of.     I  know  there  has  not  been,  in  fact. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  then  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  ** seventy-five*'  and  insert 
**one  hundred,"  in  line  fifteen  hundred  and 
seventy-two;  and  I  will  state  merely  that  the 
board  of  commissioners,  who  are  acting  with- 
out pay  and  looking  to  the  interests  of  the 
Indian  tribes  all  over  the  country,  think  it  very 
necessary  that  this  should  be  done — that  some 

frovision  should  be  made  for  those  Mission 
ndians. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment will  be  stated. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  On  ps^ge  65,  line  fifteen 
hundred  and  seventy-two,  it  is  moved  tostrik*; 
out  **tfeventy-five"  and  insert ''one  hundred;" 
so  as  to  read  : 

For  the  general  inoidental  ezpensaa  of  tha  Indian 
servioe  in  California,  pay  of  employes,  prcaeou  of 
goodit,  agriealtural  implements,  and  other  nscfal 
articles,  and  to  assist  tbem  td  looata  in  perinaneoi 
abodes,  and  sustain  themselves  bj  the  parsoiu  of 
civilised  life,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  SecreUry  of  ttie  Interior.  $100,000. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  by  reducing  the  sura  to  $85,000.  J  am 
informed  that  no  appropriation  has  been  made 
for  these  Indians  heretofore,  but  perhaps  the 
commission  are  the  best  jud^res  of  what  ought 
to  be  done,  and  something  should  be  done.  I 
therefore  propose  to  reduce  the  $25,000  addi- 
tion, proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  to 
$10,000,  which  will  leave  the  whole  sam 
$85,000. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qoM- 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  irom 
Vermont  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  whole  amount  in  the 
amendment  I  have  moved  is  but  $25,000.  I 
have  no  preference  for  one  sum  over  another. 
The  recommendation  by  the  board  of  the  com- 
missioners is  $25,000,  and  I  move  the  amecd- 
ment  in  pursuance  of  that. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  is  a  new 
item  of  expense.  I  think  we  had  better  try 
$10,000. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  qaes- 
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tion  is  on  the  aTnendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa,  as  amended,  striking  out  $75|000  and 
inserting  $85,000. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  now  through  with 
the  amendments  in  my  personal  charge,  bat 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Kansas  and  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Oregon  each  has  an 
amendment  from  the  Committee  on   Indian 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  move  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  the  amendment  which 
I  submitted  on  the  22d  of  March. 

The  amendment  was  read,  being  to  insert 

afl«r  line  seventeen  hundred  and  twenty-five: 

For  fulfilling  obligattoni  of  the  United  States 
with  Wyandott  Indinns,  as  provided  in  the  thir- 
teeath  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  February  23, 
1667.  the  several  amouuts  osoertained  to  be  due  by 
the  board  of  eoirmissioners,  as  per  report  dated 
March  2,  1889,  with  interest  thereon  at  the  rate 
of  five  per  eeDt.,  |6ii,20631,  to  be  paid  under  the 
direction  of  the  PresidenL 

Mr.  CALD\V£LL.  The  amount  embraced 
in  that  amendment  was  found  to  be  due  to  the 
Wyandotts,  under  treaty  stipulations  by  a  com- 
mission appointed  in  pursuance  of  the  treaty 
of  February  23, 1867.  At  the  second  session 
of  the  Forty-First  Concress  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  reported  favorably  upon  it,  and 
it  passed  the  Senate  for  that  amount,  but  was 
lost  in  a  committee  of  conference.  The  mat* 
ter  has  been  again  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  and  certain  items 
stricken  out  amounting  to  $42,779,  leaving 
$23,427  81.  That  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  recommends  to  be  paid,  and  I  am 
instructed  to  modify  the  amendment  reported. 
I  send  up  the  modification  of  the  amendment. 

The  Chief  Clebc.  The  amendment,  as  modi- 
fied, reads: 

For  fulfilling  treaty  obligations  of  the  United  SUtes 
with  Wyandott  Indians,  as  provided  in  the  thir- 
teen th  article  of  the  treaty  coooluded  February  23, 
J867,  the  following  amounts  ascertained  to  be  due  by 
the  board  of  commissioners,  appointed  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  as  per  their  report  dated  March 
2. 1869,  money  heretofore  appropriated  in  fulfill  men  t 
of  treaty  stipulations,  but  transferred  to  the  surpl  us 
fund,$3.844  69;  taxes  unjustly  collected  by  the  terri- 
torial goTcmment  of  Kansas  in  1859  and  1860.  to  be 
refunded,  $14.582  62;  to  enable  the  Wyandotts  to 
establish  themselves  in  their  new  home  in  the  Indian 
territory,  $5,000 ;  in  all  ^23.427  31,  to  be  paid  under 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  Perhaps  the  Senate  will 
understand  the  amendment  better  if  I  read 
what  the  commission  report  in  regard  to  the 
several  items  mentioned.  In  regard  to  the 
item  of  $3,844  69  they  say : 

"On  examination  of  the  books  in  the  Indian  Bu- 
reau we  find  on  the  90th  of  June.  1864,  there  was 
transferred  to  the  surpl  us  fund  $2,089  50,  which  stood 
credited  to  the  Wyandotts  by  appropriation  in  ful- 
l^lment  of  treaty  stipulations  under  the  following 
heads: 

Annuity $1,329  96 

Blacksmith 363  25 

Kdttcation ~ « 125  00 

Improvements....! «^     271  28 

Total .$2.089  51 

'*  These  appropriations  should  have  been  paid  on 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  January  31. 1855,  and 
ore  now  due  with  interest  from  that  time,  amount- 
ing to  $3,844  69." 

On  the  second  item  in  regard  to  taxes,  this 
commission  say : 

**  By  the  fourth  article  ef  the  treaty  of  Januaiy 
31, 1855.  with  the  Wyandotts.  it  is  stipulated  that 
none  of  the  lands  thus  asMigned  and  patented  to 
the  Wyandotts  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  for  a 
period  of  five  years  from  and  i^er  the  organisation 
of  a  State  government  over  the  territory  where 
they  reside.' 

'*  The  authorities  of  the  then  Territory  of  Kansas 
construed  this  provision  of  the  treaty  to  mean  that 
though  ibeae  lands  were  to  he  exempt  from  taxa- 
tion for  five  years  after  the  establishment  of  a  State 
government,  yet  they  were  taxable  np  to  the  time 
such  State  government  should  be  so  formed,  and 
oecordin^ly  taxed  the  lands  for  the  years  1859  and 
1860.  to  the  amount  of  $ll.7U3  56.  as  is  shown  by  the 
stitemeDt  ot  Byron  Judd,  rhe  treasurer  of  Wyan- 
dott county.  Kansas,  (in  1850  and  1860.)  where  these 
lands  are  situated. 

**  From  a  statement  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indi- 
an Aflairs,  and  from  the  affidavit  of  John  T.  Cochran, 
who  mode  the  treaty  under  the  direction  of  the 
Commiwioner,  there  apM  be  no  doubt  that  the 
spirit  and  intent  of  the  foregoing  stipulation  was 
thai  the  Wyandotts  should  bo  exeaapt  froos  taxa- 


tion from  the  date  of  said  treaty  vntil  five  years 
after  the  formation  of  the  State  government.  Jus- 
tice, therefore,  requires  that  the  $11,703  56  paid  by 
the  Wyandotts  to  the  territorial  government  for 
taxes  in  1859  and  1860  should  be  refunded  to  them, 
with  interest  at  six  per  cent.,  (torn  the  time  of  pay- 
ment on  the  26th  of  Janusry,  1864,  to  the  4tQ  of 
March,  1869,  the  whole  amounting  to  $14,582  62." 

On  the  other  item  referring  to  the  grant  of 
$5,000  the  commission  say  : 

**  By  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1867.  it  is  stipulated  that  the  sum  of  $5,000 
shall  be  paid  to  the  Wyandot^j  to  enable  them  *to 
establish  themselves  in  their  new  home,' which  sum, 
never  having  been  paid  lo  them,  is  still  dile  under 
said  treaty."  ' 

All  these  amounts,  it  will  be  seen,  were 
amounts  due  under  stipulations  of  the  treaty 
and  which  have  been  withheld  from  the  Wyan- 
dotts up  to  this  time.  The  amounts  stricken 
out  that  have  been  heretofore  recommended 
to  be  paid  were  amounts  due  on  deferred  pay- 
ments and  interest  on  the  same.  Those  items 
the  committee  thought  should  be  stricken  out, 
amounting  to  $43,000. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Yermoat.  Ten  or  a 
dozen  years  ago  it  used  to  be  the  part  of  very 
enterprising  men  tc^come  about  Congress  and 
look  over  the  Indian  treaties,  and  see  how 
much  the  Government  could  not  present 
vouchers  for  that  had  been  paid. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  .  Does  the 
Senator  from  Kansas  yield? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  thought  he 
had  concluded. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  No,  sir;  I  have  noth- 
ing more  to  say  except  this,  that  there  are 
balances  due  on  treaty  stipulations.  They 
have  passed  the  Indian  Committee  once  or 
twice,  and  passed  the  Senate,  and  have  now 
been  reexamined  and  reported  as  I  have  stated. 

Mr.  COLM  Before  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont claims  the  floor  I  should  like  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas  to  the 
fact  that  it  appears  from  the  document  from 
which  he  reaa  that  part  of  this  is  for  money 
improperly  assessed  by  the  State  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  No;  by  the  Territory. 
When  the  United  States  Government  under- 
took to  run  the  government  in  my  country  they 
taxed  these  poor  Wyandott  Indians.  The  State 
never  taxed  them  a  dollar.  The  money  was 
exacted  out  of  them  by  the  territorial  govern- 
ment inaugurated  by  the  General  Government, 
and  this  is  to  pay  back  to  the  Wyandotts  what 
the  territorial  government  got  out  of  them 
illegally. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  As  I  was 
remarking,  it  used  to  be  a  very  considerable 
business  on  the  part  of  smart  and  enterprising 

f[entlemen  to  come  here  and  examine  our  re- 
ations  with  the  several  tribes  of  Indians,  and 
if  they  could  find  any  from  whom  we  had 
not  obtained  suflScient  vouchers  (and  vouchers 
from  the  Indian  tribes  are  seldom  very  per- 
fectly drawn)  they  would  come  in  with  a  omim 
representing  how  much  wa  had  defrauded  the 
poor  Indians  out  of  in  our  treaties.  I  do  not 
say  that  this  is  a  claim  of  that  character,  bot 
it  is  a  little  remarkable  that  it  should  have 
shrank  so  much  in  so  short  a  season.  Even 
since  this  amendment  was  printed,  they  have 
reduced  the  amount  of  the  claim  two  thirds, 
and  now  will  be  content,  instead  of  $66,000, 
with  $28,000. 

But,  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  private  claim 
at  best,  which  should  be  separately  treated. 
Now,  I  do  object  to  making  a  general  appro- 
priation bill  a  pack-horse  for  all  these  various 
claims,  whether  they  are  due  to  oar  own  citi- 
zens or  to  Indians.  Let  them  be  separately 
considered,  and  npon  their  own  merits  in  in- 
dependent bills.  And  now,  Mr.  President,  I 
move  to  lay  this  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
not  press  that  motion. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  withdraw 
it  if  the  Senator  wishes  to  speak. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senator  has  made  a 
speech  which  might  apply  to  one  thing  as  well 
as  to  another.    I  do  not  know  that  it  applies 


to  this  matter  at  all ;  bat  it  is  a  good  speech  in 
general  to  apply  to  all  matters  that  come  up 
relating  to  Indian  affairs,  that  ingerions  men 
come  on  to  Washington,  go  throagL  the  De- 
partments, and  find  that  the  Government  has 
not  got  vouchers  and  cannot  show  that  it  has 
paid  the  money,  and  therefore  they  get  up 
claims,  and  these  ingenious  men  present  them 
here  year  after  year.  That  is  very  weU.  That 
is  a  very  good  speech  to  make  provided  it  had 
anv  application  to  this  case. 

Then  the  second  point  is  that  it  is  a  private 
claim,  and  he  hopes  that  private  citizens,  as 
well  as  private  tribes  of  Indians,  will  put  their 
claims  before  Congress  in  distinctive  bills,  and 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  general  appro- 
priation bills.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  come 
to  say  as  briefly  as  I  can  that  this  appropria- 
tion bill  provides  for  just  exactly  this  class  of 
claims.  Yon  start  oat  the  bill  by  saying  that 
'*  to  fulfill  treaty  stipulations"  there  is  hereby 
appropriated  so  and  so,  and  there  is  not  one 
item  in  this  account  that  is  not  by  virtue  of  a 
treaty  stipulation,  and  there  is  no  rule  of  the 
Senate  that  can  get  it  off  the  appropriation 
bilL  The  only  way  it  can  be  got  off  the  ap- 
propriation bill  is  by  voting  it  down.  It  comes 
within  the  rule.  This  is  an  Indian  appropria- 
tion bill.  This  bill  is  to  fulfill  treaty  stipula- 
tions, every  item  of  it,  or  ought  to  be. 

Now,  what  are  the  facts?  One  treaty 
made  with  these  Indians  specially  appropri- 
ated $6,000  in  one  item  by  itbelf ;  and  that 
has  never  been  paid.  Now,  tbe  Senator  says 
that  may  have  been  paid,  but  the  Government 
has  neglected  to  have  vouchers.  VVhy,  tbe 
Departments  have  recommended  time  and 
again  that  this  be  paid.  The  only  reason  this 
whole  claim  has  not  been  paid  is  tbat  the 
Indians  have  been  demanding  interest  on 
these  payments  and  the  Government,  the 
Senate  especially,  from  time  to  time  have 
refused  interest.  They  have  now  waited  so 
long  that  they  ask,  '*lf«  we  cannot  have  the 
interest,  do  pay  as  the  principal,  give  us  the 
old  original  amount,  dollar  for  dollar,  as  you 
agreed  to."  That  is  all  there  is  in  this  appro- 
priation. 

The  other  item  relates  to  taxes.  That  is 
not  contained  in  the  treatv,  but  the  treaty 
provided  that  these  lands  snonld  be  exempt 
from  taxation  for  five  years  after  we  became 
a  State,  and  yet  the  territorial  government, 
run  there  by  the  General  Government,  of 
which  some  of  us  had  a  very  bitter  experi- 
enoe  under  the  administrations  of  Pierce  and 
Buchanan- 
Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Will  the  Sen- 
ator allow  me  to  ask  him  a  qaestion  ? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  As  soon  as  I  get  through 
the  sentence.  I  say  that  the  territorial  gov- 
ernment, inaugurated  in  that  way,  taxed  the 
Indians.  Because  the  treaty  said  they  should 
not  be  taxed  until  five  years  after  the  Terri- 
tory became  a  State,  it  was  argued  that  the 
Territories  had  a  right  to  tax  them  before 
becoming  a  State. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  treaty  says,  ''  levied 
nnder  authority  of  the  State  government." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  is  not  the  report 
that  is  made  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     I  will  read  tbe  treaty. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  is  not  the  report 
made  by  the  committee.  That  is  what  I  was  on. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    The  Senator  put  it  on 

the  treaty.    The  treaty  says : 

"And  the  United  Statef  farther  agree  to  pay  to 
the  laid  WyaodotU  the  turn  of  111.727  74.  beiug  the 
amount  of  taxes  levied  under  tbe  authority  of  the 
State  of  Kansaa  eontrary  to  the  terms  of  tbe  treaty 
of  1835,  previoos  to  tbe  orgaaiiation  of  the  State 
government  and  for  five  yean  thereafter." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  will  answer  that  by  say- 
ing that  these  taxes  were  for  1859  and  18C0, 
and  the  State  was  not  admitted  into  the  Union 
until  1861.  We  were  not  a  State  until  18U1. 
Our  bill  passed  on  the  28d  day  of  February, 
1861.  Mr.  Lincoln  was  iuaugnrated  President 
on  the  4th  of  March,  and  we  had  been  in  th« 
Union  then  about  tea  days. 
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Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  yoa  were  a  State  oat 
of  the  Union  for  some  time. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  We  were  not  a  State  ont 
of  the  Union.  No  organization  has  aathority 
as  a  State  ont  of  the  union. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  yon  exercised  the 
aathoritj  under  the  name,  as  a  so-called  State. 

Mr.  POMERO  Y.  No,  sir :  there  never  was 
a  tax  collected  off  these  people,  nerer  a  dollar 
coileoted  except  what  was  authorized  and  col- 
lected under  the  territorial  government,  and 
it  could  not  have  been  under  any  other.  We 
had  not  a  State  government  that  was  recog- 
nized that  could  collect  and  levv  taxes. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Now,  allow  me 
to  ssk  the  Senator  whether  it  is  not  true  thai 
the  State  succeeded  to  all  these  liabilities  of 
the  Territory? 

Mr.  POMERO Y.  It  sncceeded  to  some  of 
the  liabilities,  but  did  not  suoceed  to  the  crimes. 
This  was  a  crime. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  It  was  no  crime. 
I  am  sure  the  honorable  Senator  will  hardly 
put  it  in  that  light,  because,  since  the  State 
has  been  a  State,  they  have  had  that  identical 
question  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  where  the  State  of  Kansas  con- 
tended that  it  had  a  right 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  was  the  Shawnee 
case ;  not  this  case. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  But  the  same 
principle  precisely.  Now,  I  submit  to  the  hon* 
orable  Senator  whether  it  is  not  time  that  they 
did  succeed  in  this  particular  instance? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  No,  sir.  In  the  first  place 
the  territorial  government  did  not  assess  the 
lands  of  the  white  people ;  the  lands  are  not 
assessed  under  a  territorial  government,  and 
they  could  not  have  been  assessed  upon  white 
people  for  two  reasons.  The  first  was  the  want 
of  patents.  We  did  not  have  surveying  done; 
the  patents  did  not  pass.  The  territorial  gov- 
ernment can  assess- the  improvements;  it  can 
assess  the  houses,  but  it  cannot  assess  the 
lands  until  the  title  passes  from  the  Govern- 
ment to  the  person  oconpying  and  holding 
the  lands.  No  railroad  company  pays  any  tax 
on  its  lands  until  afler  the  patent  issues.  That 
is  the  reason  why,  if  these  assessments  had 
been  upon  white  people,  they  would  have 
been  illegal  and  void,  because  the  patent  had 
not  passed  from  the  Qovemment.  Bat  these 
poor  Wyandott  Indians  had  a  prospective  citi- 
zenship. The  treaty  provided  that  upon  the 
happening  of  certain  eventa  they  might  be- 
come citizens,  and  they  had  a  title  to  these 
lands  which  the  territorial  government  under* 
took  to  assess.  They  did  not  have  an  indi- 
vidual patent  issued  to  them,  but  they  had  a 
patent  in  common.  These  Wyandotts  bought 
this  tract  of  land  many  vears  ago  when  they 
left  Sandusky,  Ohio,  and  they  held  under  that 
patent,  and  the  territorial  government  under- 
took to  assefls  them  under  that  patent,  and 
they  did  assess  them,  and  they  paid  it,  and  it 
was  done  wrongfully  and  illegally,  and  the 
Government  should  refund  the  money.  It  was 
not  paid  to  the  State  government ;  it  was  paid 
to  the  territorial  government;  to  a  government 
all  the  legitimate  expenses  of  which  should 
have  been  borne  by  the  General  Government. 
It  did  assess  these  poor  Wyandotts,  and  they 
paid  $11,000.  That  is  the  item  I  want  paid 
back. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  think  the 
Senator  is  right,  that  if  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  were  bound  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  territorial  government,  as  I  suppose 
they  were,  and  they  allowed  that  government 
to  assess  these  Indians,  and  force  them,  con- 
trary to  their  treaty  stipulations,  to  pay  a  tax, 
in  equity  and  good  conscience  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  is  bound  to  pay 
that  back;  but  there  is  still  this  question, 
which  as  a  matter  of  fact  does  not  seem  to  be 
quite  clear,  whether  this  was  the  territorial 
government  or  the  State  government.  As 
recited  in  the  treaty,  it  would  seem  to  be  the 
State  government.     If  so,  the  honorable  Sen* 


ator  would  not  contend  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  should  pay.  It  turns  to 
me,  therefore,  rather  on  a  question  of  fact 
whether  this  tax  was  assessed  during  the  ter- 
ritorialperiod  or  during  the  State  period. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  my  colleague  will  read 
again  that  report,  he  will  see  what  year  these 
taxes  were  assessed. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  The  taxes  were  assessed 
for  1859  and  1860. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  We  were  admitted  as  a 
State  in  1861. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  Th^  could  not  have 
been  assessed  by  the  State  of  Kansas ;  they 
were  assessed  by  the  territorial  government 
of  Kansas. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  we  may  have  a  vote  on 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  From  the  very  statement 
of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  I  almost  thought 
that  I  had  got  hold  of  some  bogus  claim.  Uis 
speech  was  very  sweeping,  and,  as  my  colleague 
very  aptly  said,  covered  almost  anything ;  but  I 
do  not  think  it  applied  at  all  io  this  case.  I 
looked  into  this  case  very  carefully,  and  I  was 
of  opinion  that  the  whole  jimount  of  $66,000 
shomd  have  been  paid.  The  Senator  says  it 
has  been  reduced  some  forty-three  thousand 
dollars.  Now,  does  he  know  what  the  items 
are  that  ^ere  disallowed  ?  I  think  they  were 
items  that  should  be  paid.  I  will  call  his 
attention  to  them  for  a  moment: 

**  By  the  aeventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1^  it  is 
provided  *  that  the  sum  of  $100,000,  invested  aoder 
the  treaty  of  1850,  together  with  any  accumulatioa 
of  said  priooipal  sum,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
Wyandotts  in  like  manner  with  the  1880.000  men- 
tioned iu  the  next  prooedtav  article,  bat  in  two 
equal  aDonal  installments,  commoocing  in  one  year 
alter  the  payment  of  the  last  installment  of  the  said 
above-mentioned  sum.' " 

Instead  of  paying  this  over  to  the  Wyandotts 
in  money,  it  was  paid  over  to  them  in  depre- 
ciated bonds.  I  have  a  memorandum  of  the 
bonds  here; 

*'  By  the  statement  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs,  now  before  us,  it  appears  the  Government 
did  not  pay  these  installments  in  money ''*^ 

Recollect,  the  money  was  on  deposit  and 
belonged  to  the  Indians,  but  the  Grovernment 
declined  to  pay  them  in  money — 

"  but  in  lieu  thereof  delivered  to  the  Wyandotts, 
(who  received  tbem  under  protest,)  on  the  13th  of 
Msy.  lOdtf*  ^2.000  in  Tennessee  six  per  cent,  bonds  i 
$1,000  in  Missoori  six  per  cent,  bonds ;  $d94  58  in 
UDited  States  six  per  cent,  bonds;  and  on  the  24tn 
of  March.  1860,  $53,000  in  Tennessee  five  per  cent, 
stock." 

These  bonds  and  this  stock  were  sold  by  the 
Wyandotts  and  converted  into  cash  at  a  loss 
of  $18,647.  Now.  I  maintain  that  inasmuch 
as  the  Wyandotts  had  the  money  in  the  Treas- 
ury, the  United  States  had  no  business  to  pay 
them  in  depreciated  stocks  and  bonds,  and 
they  should  in  justice  be  reimbursed  for  this 
loss  of  $18,547.  But  the  committee  of  the 
present  Congress  thought  otherwise,  and  that 
amount  has  been  jtrioken  out.  The  other 
item  that  was  taken  out  was  interest  on  de- 
ferred payments  j  these  payments  were  to  be 
made  at  specified  times*  In  addition  to  that, 
there  was  a  sum  of  $380,000  that  was  to  be 
paid  to  these  Indians  at  specified  times.  The 
money  was  not  paid  as  stipulated,  and  the 
Wyandotts  claimed  interest  upon  the  money | 
amounting  to  $11,612.  These  are  the  items 
that  were  stricken  out;  items  that  I  think 
should  have  been  allowed  to  them.  The  items 
that  the  committee  hava  allowed  are,  as  my 
colleague  stated,  justly  due  to  them. 

One  item  of  $3,844  was  cash  on  hand,  cash 
that  belonged  to  these  Wyandotts,  that  was  to 
their  credit  on  the  books.  Another  item  was 
$5,000  in  cash.  That  was  stipulated  to  be 
paid  by  the  treaty  of  1867  and  never  paid.  I 
do  not  think  there  is  anything  bogus  about 
these  claims,  and  I  think  the  very  fact  that  thb 
justice  has  been  denied,  that  this  money  has 
been  withheld  for  these  many  years,  is  a  reason 
why  it  should  now  be  paid,  and  I  hope  the  Sen- 
ate will  take  a  vote  upon  the  question  and  that 
they  will  vote  to  do  justice  to  these  Indians.      |j 


Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  If  the  Sen. 
ator  bad  noticed  what  i  said  he  would  bsn 
remarked  that  I  did  not  make  any  imputiuoo 
at  all  upon  the  Senator  as  to  whether  tbis  vas 
a  bogus  claim  or  noL  I  merely  alluded  to  tfa9 
practice  that  had  prevailed  gone  yean  ago.  1 
now  renew  my  motion  to  lay  the  aaeDdmeBt 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  ask  for  the  jm  mi 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered;  and  beiog 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  18,  nays  20;  as  folluvi; 

YEAS— Messn.  Alcorn.  Oole,  ConkRac,  Coo»«r, 

•  Davis  of  West  Virginia.  Ldmunds,  FemoD,  Hdiuii- 

ton  of  Maryland.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Kelly.  U tis 

Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norwood.  Nye,  Oiboni.  R«b> 

eruon.  Stewart,  and  Viokert— IS. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Anthony.  Blair.  Caldwell.  CUy- 
ton.  Corbett.  Ferry  of  MiohiaaA.  FreliachiuHB, 
Uarlan.  Logan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  rat4enou,  PoBft> 
roy,  Kamsey^awyer,  Stevenson,  StoeklM.  Tip- 
ton.  Wilson.  Windom,  and  Wright— 2D. 

ABSENT  —  Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard.  Borensa, 
Brownluw.  Buckingham.  Cameron,  CarpcDter.Ci*- 
serly.  Chandlbr,  Cragin,  Davis  of  KentackT,  mrj 
of  Oonnectioat.  Flanagan,  GKIbert,  Ooldtbtriii«. 
Uamlin,  Uili,  Hitohoock,  Howe,  Johnston,  KcK 
logg.  Morton,  Pool.  Pratt,  Kice,  SaaUbary.  Scbun. 
Scott,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Spragae.  Sumner.  Tliar- 
man.  Tram  ball,  and  West-vj5. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  It  is  ouite  evident  to 
my  mind  that  this  bill  cannot  be  disposed  of 
this  afternoon.  My  friend  to  my  right  [Mr. 
Hitchcock]  has  four  or  five  ameodmentt 
that  he  wishes  to  offer.  I  more  that  the  Sfn- 
ate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  execniiTc 
business. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  with 
draw  that  motion  nntii  we  can  get  the  bill 
reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  cannot  withdraw  ibe 
motion,  because  we  have  a  bare  qttoram,  tod 
I  want  a  wote  on  the  pending  amendment  io  ft 
fall  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  fton  South 
Carolina,  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  tbe  con- 
sideration of  executiwe  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to )  and  the  Sentt* 

Proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  execotUt* 
usiness.  After  six  minutes  spent  is  executive 
session,  the  doors  were  reopenedi  and  ^at  (itp 
o'clock  and  six  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Senau 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
ToESDAT,  April  2, 1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  ra.  Prtyw 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rew.  J.  G.  BuTLxa,  D.  D. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  Journal  of 
yesterday,  and  read  a  portion  of  it,  when 

Mr.  DAWES  said:  If  there  benoobjectios, 
I  move  that  the  further  reading  of  the  Jonraal 
be  dispensed  with.        ^  ^ 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  Da  WES.  I  demand  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

RICnARD  B.  CRAWFORD. 

Mr.  MOORE.  The  gentleman  from  MaMi- 
chusetts  yields  to  me  for  the  purpose  of  moring 
that  the  House  take  from  the  Speaker's  table 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  tbe  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  622)  granting  a  pension  to  Richard  B. 
Crawford,  in  order  that  I  may  move  a  nott- 
coucurrenoe  and  ask  for  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. . 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  House  look 
from  the  Speaker's  table  the  Senate  aoeod- 
ment;  whicn  was  read  as  follows: 

In  line  six  of  said  bill  strike  ont  "allowanee  ofUi 
pensioii  by  tboPeneion  Baraan/'  Midinli»«utf«M 
iDsert    pusaga  of  thii  act." 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  question',  whether  there  are  do< 
cases  coming  before  his  committee  where  ap* 
plication  was  made  in  time  to  save  tbe  neDcioQ 
from  tbe  date  of  the  application,  and  wbicb 
were  rejected  from  some  technical  defect  or 
other  not  affecting  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
whether  it  is  not  neoesaary  in  order  to  do  ju<* 
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tice  in  sach  oases  to  proyide  by  law  for  having 
the  pension  relate  back  to  the  time  of  the 
application? 

Mr.  MOORE.  With  the  consent  of  the 
House,  I  will  stale  my  reasons  for  asking  that 
this  should  go  to  a  committee  of  conference. 
Our  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  has  uni- 
formly discriminated  as  to  the  meritorious  char- 
acter of  claims  for  pensions,  and  in  several  in- 
stances have  gone  oack  in  order  to  give  pen- 
sion from  the  date  when  the  right  to  pension 
accrued,  bnt  in  every  instance  &ie  Senate  has 
sent  back  the  House  bill  with  an  amendment 
like  the  one  now  before  the  House,  making 
the  pension  begin  from  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  the  act.  We  have  gone  on  pursumg  that 
coarse,  feeling  it  was  a  just  and  proper  one, 
and  we  have  concurred  in  the  amendments  of 
ihe  Senate  np  to  this  time.  It  now  becomes 
exceedingly  important  that  the  House  com- 
mittee should  have  a  conference  with  the  Sen- 
ate, and  if  they  propose  to  establish  this  as  a 
universal  rule  to  apply  to  all  cases,  and  if  they 
will  never  go  back  In  anvcase,  however  merito* 
rious,  it  is  time  the  House  should  know  it 
and  the  House  committee  should  understand 
it,  so  that  if  necessary  we  should  conform  our 
course  to  the  course  of  the  Senate.  Half  a 
loaf  is  better  than  none.  It  becomes  ridicu- 
lous in  us  to  be  passing  pension  claims  giving 
arrears  of  pensions  when  the  Senate  contin- 
ually rejects  all  such  pensions  and  send  the 
bills  back  to  us  here  with  amendments  and  we 
concur  in  them.  We  now  propose  to  have  a 
conference  betwean  the  two  Houses  to  settle 
the  matter. 

The  amendment  was  non-concnrred  in,  and 
a  committee  of  conference  was  asked  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  between  the  two  Houses. 

CONSTITOTIOf^  OF  DKSflKBT. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah,  by  unanimous  con- 
gent,  submitted  the  memorial  of  the  convention 
to  frame  a  coestitutiou  for  the  admission  of 
Utah  into  the  Union  as  a  State,  convened  at 
Salt  Lake  City,  February  19,  1872,  with  the 
constitution  of  the  State  of  Deseret  adopted 
iu  convention  March  2,  1872,  ratified  by  a  vote 
of  the  people  March  18,  1872;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  tne  Comitiittee  on  Territories,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

miaOLLiBD  BILLS  SIONKD. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
^Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  t);ie  committee 
had  examined  and  found  truly  enrolled  bills 
of  the  following  titles;  when  the  Speaker 
signed  the  same : 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  497)  granting  a  pension 
to  Frederick  A.  Garlick,  of  Cortland  county, 
New  York ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  555)  for  the  relief  of  suffer- 
ers by  fire  at  Chicago ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  712)  granting  a  pension  to 
William  H.  Bridges; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1024)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  B.  valentine; 

An  act  f  H.  R.  No.  1078)  granting  a  pension 
to  Sarah  Whiting; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1197)  granting  a  pension 
to  Captain  Henry  M.  Scott ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1330)  to  amend  the  thirty- 
second  section  of  an  act  entitled  *^An  act  to 
reduce  interna]  taxes,  and  for  other  purposes,^' 
approved  July  14,  1870 ;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  2041)  for  the  relief  of  the 
children  of  John  M.  Baker. 

LBAYK  or  ABSBNCB. 

By  ananimOQs  consent,  leave  of  absence 
waa  granted  to  Mr.  Goodrich  for  one  week ; 
to  Mr.  DvsLL  for  one  week  ;  to  Mr.  Bird  until 
to-morrow  :  to  Mr.  Suthbrlakd  until  Monday 
next;  to  M.r.  Peioe  for  fifteen  days;  to  Mr. 
Ejlijnger  for  two  weeks  from  Monday  next; 
to  Mr.  Lamfobt  for  three  days ;  to  Mr.  Seeley 
for  ten  days;  to  JAr,  Shoemaker  for  ten  days; 
and  indefinite  leave  of  absence  to  Mr.  Shklla- 
barqkr,  Mr.  WiLBON  of  Indiana,  and  Mr. 
Bolbs. 


GfiORGB  W.  ABBBURN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BIGBY,  by  unanimous 
consent,  leave  was  given  to  withdraw  from  the 
files  of  the  House  &e  papers  in  the  case  of 
George  W.  Ashburn. 

W.  0.  CHBATHAM. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McHENRY,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  leave  was  given  to  withdraw 
from  the  files  of  the  House  the  papers  in  the 
case  of  W.  C.  Cheatham. 

8UB8ISTBN0B  DKPARTMBNT. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unahiroous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  relation  to  the  number^  of 
enlisted  men  on  extra  duty  and  of  civilians 
employed  in  the  subsistence  department; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Comibittee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

QOARTXRMASTKR'a  DEPARTMENT. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  officers  and 
employes  of  the  quartermaster's  department  j 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OHIO  AND  MOBILE  RAILROAD. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
acting  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House 
of  March  15,  1872,  in  relation  to  the  disposi- 
tion of  lands  granted  to  the  States  of  Missis- 
sippi and  Alabama  to  aid  in  the  construction 
01  a  railroad  from  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio 
river  to  the  city  of  Mobile,  Alabama ;  which 
was  referred  to'  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ROUKD  TALLBT  INDIAN  RICSBRVAXION. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  answer  to  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  of  March  18,  1872,  in 
relation  lo  the  extension  of  the  Indian  resei^ 
vation  known  as  the  Round  Valley  Indian  res- 
ervation, in  the  State  of  California ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

KKBRL  AND  MIl^LJ^U. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  the  re- 
quest of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  in 
relation  to  the  payment  of  $582  70  to  Messrs. 
Keerl  &  Miller;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

INDIAN  WAR  OF  1862. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  claims  of 
Dakota  Territory  for  pay,  &c.,  of  troops  in 
the  Indian  war  of  1862 }  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

SALB  OF  USRLKSS  MILITART  RK8KRYATI0NS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  an  ap- 
propriation required  to  carry  into  effect  the 
act  of  February  24,  1871,  for  the  expenses  of 
survey,  appraisement,  and  other  contingent 
expenses  necessary  and  attendant  upon^  the 
sale  of  useless  military  reservations,  provided 
for  by  said  act;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

OFFICE  OF  EXCORDBR  OF  DKKDS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  nnanimoua  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  an  ap- 
propriation required  for  records,  &c.,  in  the 
office  of  the  recorder  of  deeds  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  for  the  current  fiscal  year ;  which 


was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropric- 
tioQS,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOUN  GAULT,  JR. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  JohnGault,  jr. ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

BOUNTY  LAND  WARRANTS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the 
third  section  of  an  act  of  Congress,  approved 
May  17,  1856,  admitting  parole  evidence  to 
establish  claims  for  bounty,  land  warrants, 
where  uo  record  evidence  is  found  to  exist ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

COLLKCTOBS  OF  PORTLAND  AND  ASTORIA. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  February  2,  1872, 
transmitting  letters  from  the  collectors  of  cus- 
toms at  Portland  and  Astoria,  Oregon ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REPORT  ON  STATISTICS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  oon- 
sent,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  the 
report  ot  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics, 
accompanied  by  a  German  translation  of  his 
report  on  immigration;  whivih  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

BLKCTION  CASK — ^m'rISSOOK  VS.  WALLAOK. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  additional  evidence 
iu  the  contested- election  case  of  McKissock 
v$.  Wallace,  from  the  State  of  South  Carolina  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions. 

CLAIM  OF  OHOOTAW  NATION. 

Mr.  SHANKS,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  reported 
back  the  memorial  of  P.  P.  Pitcblynn,  dele- 
gate of  the  Choctaw  nation,  upon  the  subject 
of  the  claim  of  the  Choctaw  nation  to  the  net 
proceeds  under  the  award  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  and  askedthat  it  be  recommit- 
ted to  the  committee  and  printed. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  That  certainly  ought  to 
go  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has  been  before  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  is  reported 
back  from  that  committee  for  recommittal  and 
printing. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  the  memorial 
was  recommitted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRINTING  OF  A  BILL. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  reported  the  following  resoluiiou  ; 
which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

Resohedt  That  ten  thousand  copies  of  Senate  bill 
No.  447,  to  enable  honorably  discharged  soldiers  and 
sailors,  their  widows  and  orphans,  to  acquire  home- 
steads on  the  pablic  lands,  oe  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Uottse. 

Mr.  PENDLETON  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  agreed 
to ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OKDKR  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  HAVYLEY.  I  call  for  the  regular 
order.  I  do  so  for  the  reason  I  stated  when 
the  steamboat  bill  was  made  the  special  order 
for  half  past  one  o'clock  that  I  would  do  so. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of 
business  being  called  for,  the  morning  hour 
begins  at  twenty  minutes  past  twelve  o  clock, 
and  reports  are  in  order  trom  tiie  Comiuitiee 
on  the  Public  Lauds* 
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INTRIBS  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  KETCH  AM,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2103)  to  prohibit  certain  persona  from  entering 
public  lands;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  The  first  section  provides 
that  from  and  afier  the  passage  of  this  act  it 
shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  register  or  receiver 
of  the  United  States  land  offices,  or  any  Uni- 
ted States  surveyor  general,  his  wife  or  clerk, 
to  locate  or  purchase  any  tract  of  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States,  or  to  be  directly  or 
indirectly  interested  therein,  orto  act  directly 
or  indirectly  as  agent  for  the  purchase  and  sale 
of  real  estate,  land  warrants,  or  land  scrip  of 
any  kind ;  or  to  act  directly  or  indirectly  as 
agents  for  the  location  of  lands  with  scrip, 
warrants,  or  cash,  for  any  person  or  persons. 
The  second  section  provides  that  if  any  sach 
officer,  his  wife  or  clerk,  shall  at  any  time 
violate  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  officer 
or  clerk  shall  be  immediately  dismissed  from 
office ;  provided,  however,  that  in  case  of  such 
parties  holding  preemption  or  homestead  claims 
at  (he  date  of  their  appointment,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  them  to  make  proof  and  complete 
their  claims,  as  now  provided  for  by  law  in 
such  cases. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ELTCHAM  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HOMSSTKAD  SKTTLBRS  IN  IOWA. 

Mr.  BUNNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  amendments, 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the 
bill  (H.  B.  No.  590)  for  the  relief  of  cerUin 
settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Iowa  under  the 
provisions  of  the  homestead  laws. 

The  Clerk  commenced  the  reading  of  the 
bill,  and  read  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  qf  Repre- 
9tntative»  of  the  United  StcUet  of  America  in  Oongreee 
tM»embled,  That  the  homMtead  applicatiooB  of  the 
following  persons,  made  at  the  land  office  at  Sioux 
City.  Iowa,  to  enter,  under  the  provisioni  of  the 
homestead  laws,  the  following  lands  designated 
herein  hj  the  number  of  eDtry.  date,  and  name  of 
applicant,  with  description  of  lands,  namely 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  move  that  the  reading 
of  the  bill  be  dispensed  with  from  the  point 
which  the  Clerk  has  now  reached  down  to  the 
end  of  line  two  hundred  and  fifty  one.  There 
are  sizty-one  entries,  the  reading  of  which 
may  be  omitted. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 
tion to  that. 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  reading  of  the  bill 
at  the  point  indicated,  and  read  as  follows  : 

Bo,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  declared  valid  and 
of  as  foil  force  as  if  said  applications  bad  been 
made  subsequent  to  July  6,  A.  £>.  1870,  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  limitations  of  the  homestead  laws : 
Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  prejudice  any  ad- 
verse claim  to  any  of  said  lands  existing  at  the 
times  said  homestead  applications  were  made. 

The  first  amendment  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee was  to  add  to  the  proviso  the  follow- 
ing: 

And  provided  further  t  That  no  qnestion  arising  out 
of  any  change  or  proposed  change  of  any  railroad 
company  or  the  limits  of  its  land  grant,  shall  be 
considered  as  affected  by  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  The  other  amendments 
are  merely  formal,  to  correct  descriptions  in 
the  statement  of  the  entries.  I  ask  that  they 
be  concurred  in. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill,  as 
amended,  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  presame  this  bill  is  all 
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right,  but  still  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  ex- 
plain the  necessity  of  its  passage. 

Mr.  DU  NNELL.  There  is  a  report  accom- 
panying the  bill,  but  I  can  explain  in  a  few 
words  the  necessity  for  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Perhaps  the  gentleman 
will  allow  the  report  to  be  read. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  Very  well;  let  the  report 
be  read. 

The  report  was  read.  It  states  that  it  ap- 
pears from  a  letter  of  the  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  to  the  register  and 
receiver  at  Sionx  City.  Iowa,  October  4, 1871, 
and  from  another  letter  of  the  Commissioner 
to  Hon.  J.  Orr,  December  8,  1871,  that  the 
lands  mentioned  in  the  bill  were  withdrawn 
from  private  entry  May  24, 1864,  and  increased 
to  $2  60  per  acre  to  preemption  and  home- 
stead settlers  by  reason  of  being  within  ten 
miles  of  the  proposed  line  of  the  McGregor 
and  Sioux  City  railroad.  Upon  a  definite 
location  of  the  line  of  railroad  these  lands 
were  brought  outside  of  the  ten-mile  limit, 
and  the  officers  were  instructed,  May  11,  1870, 
that  the  same  would  be  restored  to  entry  at 
$1  25  per  acre  after  their  giving  at  least  thirty 
days*  notice. 

The  report  further  states  that  these  instmc- 
tions  were  followed  by  a  public  notice  given 
by  the  land  officers,  May  30,  1870,  fixing  July 
6,  1870,  as  the  day  on  which  the  lands  would 
be  restored  to  private  entry  at$l  25  per  acre  ; 
that  notwithstanding  this  notice,  and  pending 
the  same,  between  May  30  and  July  6,  1870, 
the  land  officers  at  Sioux  City  permitted  the 
lands  mentioned  in  the  bill  to  be  entered  by 
sixty- one  homestead  settlers. as  under  the 
homestead  laws,  thus  defeating  to  that  extent 
the  object  of  the  notice,  and  for  this  reason 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
held  these  entries  to  be  invalid  and  subject  to 
cancellation ;  that  from  the  uniform  practice 
of  the  land  department  it  appears  that  such 
entries  have  always  been  held  to  be  illegal, 
and  that  therefore  no  good  legal  title  ever 
vested  in  those  homestead  settlers. 

The  report  further  states  that  it  appears 
from  the  sworn  testimony  of  J.  C.  Doling^  L. 
C.  Boughton,  Edward  C.  Brown,  J.  H.  Wright, 
and  Craig  L.  Wright,  that  the  parties  namea 
in  the  bill  held  preemptions  on  the  several 
pieces  of  land  described  ia  the  bill,  and  that 
they  were  advised  by  the  land  officers  at  Sioux 
City,  Iowa,  when  the  land  was  advertised  for 
sale,  to  surrender  their  preemptions  and  take 
homesteads  thereon  in  lieu  thereof,  which  ad- 
vice the  parties  followed  in  good  faith,  and 
made  said  entries  previous  to  the  day  of  res- 
toration ;  that  they  have  gone  on  with  their 
improvements,  having  built  houses  and  barns, 
dug  wells,  broke  up  land,  planted  trees  and 
hedges,  and  done  all  those  things  that  are 
indications  of  a  bona  fide  intention  to  settle 
on  such  lands ;  that  all  this  was  done  because 
of  a  belief  on  the  part  of  the  settlers  that 
their  action  under  the  advice  of  the  land  offi- 
cers was  correct  and  proper. 

The  report  further  states  that  a  year  and 
four  days  after  the  restoration  to  private  entry, 
namely,  July  10,  1871,  David  E.  Mixier, 
Horatio  H.  Mason,  and  George  M.  Cleland, 
through  their  attorneys,  Cbipman,  Hosmer  & 
Co.,  made  application  for  the  same  lands,  and 
desired  to  enter  the  same  for  cash,  which 
application  "was  refused  by  the  register  and 
receiver  at  Sioux  City,  and  their  action  was 
approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office ;  that  the  whole  amount  of  land 
under  consideration  is  ninety-six  hundred 
acres. 

The  report  further  states  that  from  the  be- 
lief of  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  that 
the  lauds  in  question  were  entered  in  good 
faith  by  the  settlers  under  the  impression  that 
they  were  entering  them  properly,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  the  land  otficers,  under  the  homestead 
laws,  and  from  the  fact  that  they  have  ever 


since  resided  on  them  and  improved  them  in 
the  spirit  of  those  laws,  there  is  strong  equity 
on  the  part  of  the  settlers  that  ought  to  be 
respected,  especially  as  the  whole  tendency  of 
congressional  legislation  is  in  favor  of  home- 
stead settlement,  and  against  the  accumuiation 
of  large  bodies  of  land  in  the  handa  of  a  few 
men,  whether  settlers  or  speculators. 

The  report  further  states  that  to  permit  the 
lands  thus  improved  to  be  entered  by  three 
men  who  had  done  no  act  toward  homestead 
settlement,  and  who,  if  they  had  been  allowed 
to  perfect  their  titles,  could  have  extorted 
.unreasonable  prices  from  the  actual  aeulen 
who  had  expended  money  and  more  than  a 
year's  labor  thereon,  would  be  an  act  of  injon- 
tice  that  could  not  be  perpetrated  by  an  Amer- 
ican Congress;  that  although  the  entries  of 
these  lands  were  not  strictly  legal,  yet  the 
committee  believe  that  no  injubtice  will  be 
done  to  any  one  hy  permitting  the  land  officers 
to  consider  the  applications  of  the  t>ergons 
named  in  the  bill  as  having  been  made  at  tbe 
proper  time  after  the  date  of  their  restoratios 
to  market,  and  that  the  said  lands  be  subject 
to  the  provisions  and  limitations  of  the  home- 
stead laws;  and  therefore  the  committee  rec- 
ommend the  passage  of  the  bill  with  an  amend- 
ment providing  that  no  land  grant  to  any 
railroad  shall  be  considered  as  atfected  by  tbe 
passage  of  this  bill. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  DUNNELL  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconaider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TOWN-SITH  LANDS. 

Mr.  HA.WLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  rei)orted  abill  (H.  R.  No.  2191) 
to  amend  the  act  in  relation  to  town-site  lands 
of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  relief  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  cities  or  towns  of  Black 
Hawk,  Centnil  City,  and  Georgetown,  in  the 
Territory  of  Colorado,  and  for  other  purposes; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  thnt  tbe 
provisions  of  the  act  of  March  2,  1867,  for  the 
relief  of  the  *inhabi rants  of  cities  and  towns 
upon  the  public  lands,  and  other  acts  amend- 
atory thereof,  be  extended  to  tbe  towns  or 
cities  of  Black  Hawk,  Central  City,  and 
Georgetown,  in  the  Territory  of  Colorado,  and 
to  all  other  townn  or  cities  upon  the  public 
lands  similarly  situated ;  but  the  entry  iu  such 
cases  is  to  be  held  tu  embrace  the  surface  only, 
excluding  therefrom  all  mines  of  quartz  or 
other  rock  in  place  bearing  gold,  silver,  cin- 
nabar, or  copper.  Parties  having  the  possess- 
ory right  to  quartz-mining  claims  within  such 
town  settlements  are  not  to  be  debarred  from 
prosecuting  their  respective. claims  to  patents 
therefor  under  existing  mining  laws  of  Con- 
gress. Such  patents  for  mines,  however,  are 
to  specially  exclude  from  the  conveyance  all 
houses,  buildings,  structures,  lots,  blocks, 
streets,  alleys,  or  other  municipal  improve- 
ments upon  the  surface  not  belonging  to  the 
grantee  named  in  such  patent,  and  ail  rights 
necessary  or  proper  to  the  use,  occupation, 
and  enjoyment  of  such  surface  rights. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HAWLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  rott 
by  which  tho  bill  was  passed  ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SRTTLBRS  ON  OSAQg  L\N09,  KANSAS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON,  from  the  Committee  ob 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  back  with  ameoU- 
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ments  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  873)  for  the  relief  of 
settlers  on  the  Osage  lands  in  the  State  of 
Kansas. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  in  the 
first  section  that  the  Osage  Indian  trust  and 
diminished  reserve  lands  in  the  State  of  Kan- 
Fas  shall  be  subject  to  disposal,  fur  cash  only, 
to  actnal  settlers,  in  quantities  not  exceeding 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  or  one  quarter 
section  to  each,  in  compact  form,  in  accord* 
ance  with  the  general  principles  of  the  pre- 
emption  laws,   under    the   direction   of   the 
Commissioner  of  the  General   Land   Office. 
Claimants  are  to  file  their  declaratory  state* • 
ments  as  prescribed  in  other  cases  upon  un- 
offered  lands,  and  to  pay  for  the  tracts,  respect- 
ively, settled  upon  within  one  year  from  date 
of  settlement,  where  the  plat  of  survey  is  on  file 
at  that  date,  and  within  one  year  from  the  filing 
of  the  township  plat  in  the  district  office  where 
Fucfa  plat  is  not  on  file  at  date  of  settlement. 
The  second  section  provides  that  any  actual 
settler  upon  these  lands  who  may  have  failed 
to  pay  for  and  enter  the  land  settled  upon  by 
bim  under  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  prior  to 
the  15th  of  November,  1871,  as  required  by  the 
instructions  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  shall  have  three  months  from 
the  date  of  this  act  in  which  to  file  his  declara- 
tory statement,  and  shall  be  required  to  prove 
fjp  his  claim  and  pay  for  the  land  before  the 
1st  day  of  January,  1873.     In  case  of  failure 
of  any  party  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  the  land  claimed  by  him  or  her  is  to  be 
subject  to  the  settlement  and  entry  of  any  other 
qualified  person.     The  third  section  provides 
tliat  the  sale  or  transfer  by  any  settler  of  his  or 
her  claim  upon  any  portion  of  these  lands,  prior 
to  the  issue  of  the  Commissioner's  instructions 
of  April  26, 1871,  shall  not  operate  to  preclude 
the  right  of  entry  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
upon  another  tract  settled  upon  subsequent  to 
such  sale  or  transfer.     But  satisfactory  proof 
of  good  faith  is  to  be  furnished  upon  such  subse- 
quent settlement.     The  restrictions  of  the  pre- 
emption laws  relating  to  previous  enjoyment 
of  ine  pre'^mption  right,  to  removal  from  one's 
own  land  in  the  same  State,  or  to  the  owner- 
ship of  over  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
are  not  to  apply  to  any  settler  actually  residing 
on  his  or  her  claim  at  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  this  act. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee 

were  read,  as  follows: 

In  Hdo  four  of  eectioD  one,  after  the  word  "  Kao- 
000,"  insert  **  except  tho  sixtoenth  and  thirty-sixth 
sections  in  each  township." 

At  the  end  of  aeolion  two  add  the  following: 
Frovided^  That  all  tho  persons  availing  them- 
selres  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  re- 
auired  to  pay,  and  there  shnll  be  collected  from 
them  at  the  time  of  making  payment  for  their  lands, 
interest  on  the  total  amonnta  paid  by  them  respect- 
ively, at  the  rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum  from 
the  date  at  which  they  would  have  to  make  pay- 
ment ander  the  act  of  July  16. 1870,  until  the  date 
of  actual  |>ayment:  Provided  /urikcr^  That  the 
twelfth  section  of  said  act  of  July  15,  1870,  is  hereby 
so  amended  that  the  aggregate  amount  of  tho  pro- 
ceeds of  sale  reeeived  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  March 
of  each  year  shall  be  the  amount  upon  which  the 
payment  of  interest  shall  be  based. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  This  bill  has  been  pre- 
pared so  as  to  fulfill  our  legal  and  treaty  obli- 
gations to  the  Osage  Indians,  and  in  pursuance 
of  the  views  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office.  I  ask  that  the  letters  on  this 
subject  from  those  two  officers  may  be  printed 
in  the  Globe. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection 
it  will  be  so  ordered. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  letters  are  as  follows : 

Depabtmrnt  of  tec  Iktbriob. 
Qknrral  Land  Officr, 
WASniKGTON.  D.  C.  January  4,  1872. 

Sib:  In  aeeordaneo  with  your  rerbal  request  I 
bare  the  honor  to  inclose  the  draft  of  a  bill,  which, 
should  it  receive  coogressional  sanction,  it  is  be- 
lievcii  will  afford  relief  to  a  large  class  of  settlers  on 
the  Osage  lands  in  Kansas. 

This  bill  has  been  prepared  after  a  careful  eoo- 


sideration  of  all  the  points  involved,  and  with  a 
view  of  granting  to  tho  settlers  the  largest  latitude 
compatible  with  the  laws  and  rules  govertiing  this 
braoch  of  the  public  servioo.  The  inrerests  in* 
volved.as  well  as  tho  pressing  wants  of  theolass  of 
sottlers  seeking  aid,  prompt  me  to  urge  your  early 
and  earnest  action  in  favor  of  the  measure. 
Very  respectfully, 

WILLIS  DRUMMOND, 
Commu9ioner» 
Hon.  D.  P.  LowB, 

Houte  of  liepre»9ntntio«»,  Watkington,  D,  C. 

Drpartmknt  of  thr  Intrrior. 
Office  of  Indian  Affairs, 
Washikotoh,  D.  C.  January  19. 1872. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inelose  herewith  a  eopy 
of  House  bill  Ne.  873,  entitled  "A  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  settlers  on  the  Osage  lands  in  the  State  of 
Kansas,''  and  submit  the  following  to  be  added  as  a 
proviso  to  tho  second  section  thereof,  namely : 

Provided^  That  all  the  persons  availing  themselves 
of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  required 
to  pay,  and  there  shall  be  collected  from  them  at  the 
time  of  mivking  payment  for  their  lands,  interest  on 
the  total  amounts  paid  by  them  respectively,  at  the 
rate  of  five  per  cent,  per  annum^from  the  date  at 
which  they  would  have  been  required  to  make  pay- 
ment under  the  act  of  July  15, 1870,  until  the  date  of 
actual  payment:  Provided  further.  That  the  twelfth 
section  of  said  act  of  July  15.  1870,  is  hereby  so 
amended  that  tho  aggregate  amount  of  the  proceeds 
of  sale  received  prior  to  the  1st  diur  of  Maroh  of  eaoh 
year  shall  be  the  amount  upon  which  the  payment 
of  interest  shall  be  based. 

This  provision  is  for  the  payment  of  interest  at  the 
rate  or  five  per  cent,  for  the  benefit  of  tho  Osaf  e 
Indians,  while  the  extension  provided  for  in  this  bill 
will  probably  be  an  advantage  of  twelve  to  twenty 
per  cent,  to  the  setrlers. 

With  this  addition  to  the  bill  there  is  no  reason 
known  to  this  office  why  the  sameshouldnot  become 
a  law. 

Very  respeotfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  WALKBR, 
Comnueeioner, 

Hon.  J.  H.  Krtchaic.  Chairman  Oommittee  on  Public 
Lands,  Houee  of  Repreeeniativee, 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  beine 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  thira 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

NAYIOATION  OP  THI  MISSISSIPPI  RfYBR. 

Mr,  DUNNELL,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  reported  back  with  amend- 
ments a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1027)  to  perfect  navi- 
gation on  the  Mississippi  river. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  in 
the  selection  of  lands  granted  by  an  act  enti- 
tled **An  act  making  a  erant  of  lands  to  the 
State  of  Minnesota  to  aid  in  the  improvement 
of  the  Mississippi  river,"  approved  July  28, 
18G8,  pine  lands  may  be  selected  and  sold  with- 
out reference  to  the  conditions  of  selection  and 
sale  in  that  act  set  forth,  except  that  they  shall 
besitnated  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  that 
each  acre  of  double  minimum  land  selected 
shall  count  as  two  in  the  satisfaction  of  the 
grant ;  that  the  lands  shall  be  sold  at  public 
auction,  and  all  the  proceeds,  both  ot  such 
sales  and  of  the  sales  to  settlers,  as  provided 
by  law,  in  excess  of  $250,000,  shall  be  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States ;  and 
that  the  lock  and  dam  provided  for  shall  be 
constructed  within  four  years  from  the  passage 
of  this  act.  But  nothing  herein  is  to  be  con- 
strued to  increase,  or  in  any  manner  enlarge, 
the  grant  heretofore  made. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee 

were  read,  as  follows: 

Strike  oat  in  lines  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  four- 
teen, and  fifteen,  these  wordn: 

That  said  lands  shall  be  sold  at  publio  aaotion, 
and  all  the  proceeds,  both  of  suoh  sales  and  of  the 
sales  to  settlers,  as  provided  by  law,  in  excess  of 
$250,000.  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States. 
And  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 
That  said  pine  lands  shall  be  sold  at  public  auction 
to  tho  highest  bidder,  and  the  agricultural  land  to 
actual  settlers  only,  in  quantities  not«ieeedingone 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  one  person,  and  at  a  rate 
not  exceeding  $1  25  per  acre;   and  when  from  all 
such  sales  the  sam  of  $250,000  has  been  realised,  said 
sale  shall  cease,  and  the  land  remaining  unsold  shall 
revert  to  the  United  States. 
At  tho  end  af  the  bill  add  the  following : 
And  provided  further.  That  when  the  State  shall 


have  accepted  this  aot,  any  rightsunder  the  original 
act  of  which  this  is  amendatory,  inconsistent  here- 
with, shall  be  considered  relinquished. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  UOLMAN.  The  bill  is  a  short  one, 
and  as  there  was  some  confusion  when  it  was 
read,  I  ask  that  it  be  again  read. 

The  bill  was  again  read. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  original  act  is  not 
before  the  House,  and  if  the  only  effect  of  this 
bill  is  to  allow  the  State  of  Minnesota  to  select 
pine  lands  in  lieu  of  grants  already  made,  I 
do  not  know  that  it  is  subject  to  very  great 
objection. 

Mr.  BUNNELL.  That  is  the  effect  of  iU 
There  is  a  report  accompanying  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  hope  it  will  be  read. 

It  appears  from  the  report,  which  was  read, 
that  tne  act  of  July,  1868,  was  intended  to 
secure  construction  of  a  '*  free  lock  and 
dam,"  to  perfect  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
river  over  the  rapids  between  Fort  Snelling 
and  St.  Anthony's  Falls,  a  proper  subject  for 
United  States  construction,  either  by  money 
or  by  allotment  of  land ;  that  Congress  pre- 
ferred to  grant  two  hundred  thousand  acres 
for  the  accomplishment  of  said  work,  the 
State  of  Minnesota  to  be  the  trustee  to  raise 
from  the  State  thereof  a  fuud  to  be  spent 
under  the  supervision  of  the  engineering  de* 
partment  of  the  United  States ;  that  it  was 
provided  that  the  land  should  all  be  sold  to 
settlers  at  $1  25  per  acre;  that  white  the 
committee  are  in  favor  of  such  restrictions 
npon  agricultural  land,  in  this  instance,  by 
reason  of  its  generality,  it  operates  against 
the  interests  of  settlers  by  compelling  the 
State  to  select  altogether  agricultural  lands, 
because  for  that  only  can  a  settler  be  found 
as  a  purchaser.  The  modification  proposed 
by  the  amendment  allows  pine  lands,  not 
agricultural,  to  be  sold  by  the  State,  as  it  is 
b^  the  General  Government,  to  the  highest 
bidder  at  public  auction.  Thus,  pine  land, 
unfit  for  settlement,  can  be  selected  instead 
of  agricultural,  adapted  to  homesteads.  It  is 
also  provided  that  when  sufficient  lands  have 
been  sold  to  realize  a  sum  sufficient  to  meet 
the  estimates  for  the  work,  that  sales  shall 
cease  and  land  remaining  unsold  revert  to  the 
United  States.  The  time  of  four  years  pro- 
posed in  the  amendment  fixes  definitely  the 
time  of  construction,  which  seems  quite  de- 
sirable, as  by  existing  law  the  work  can  be 
done  within  two  years  after  acceptance  end 
disposition,  and  as  the  lands  have  not  yet 
been  selected,  and  the  time  not  yet  com- 
menced to  run, it  mightbe  indefinitely  extended. 

A  similar  amendment  passed  this  House 
during  the  last  session  of  the  Forty- First  Con- 
gress, was  favorably  reported  upon  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  in  the  Senate, 
but,  owing  to  lack  of  time,  did  not  receive 
consideration  in  that  body. 

The  amendment  does  not  in  any  manner 
enlarge  the  grant,  and  the  committee  therefore 
recommend  its  passage,  believing  such  to  be 
both  for  the  interest  of  this  public  work  and 
for  the  benefit  of  the  homestead  settlers. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Minnesota  that  this  bill  should  also  pro- 
vide that  the  moneys  arising  from  the  proceeds 
of  these  lands  should  be  disbursed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Government  officers.  If  it 
provides  that  the  money  shall  be  applied  by 
the  Government  engineers,  it  will  avoid  the 
objection  which  I  urge.  I  think  it  is  proper 
that  it  should  provide  that  the  proceeds  of 
these  lands  should  not  be  applied  by  any  pri- 
vate corporation,  but  should  be  applied  directly 
either  under  the  authority  of  the  State  or  by 
the  proper  agency  of  the  Government.  If  it 
proposes  the  money  shall  be  applied  under 
the  direction  of  the  Government  engineers,  it 
will  obviate  all  objection. 
Mr.  DUNNELL.  That  is  in  the  law. 
Mr.  HOLMAN.  In  the  original  act;  but 
will  it  be  understood  to  be  in  the  other  act? 
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Mr.  DUNNELL.     I  so  andereUnd. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Does  not  this  repeal  the 
other? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  That  has  not  been  the 
understanding  of  the  committee,  and  it  is  not 
my  understanding. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  I  suggest  this  further 
amendment,  that  the  original  act  making  this 
grant,  except  as  modified  and  amended  by 
this  act,  shall  be  and  continue  of  full  force  and 
effect. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  accept  that  amendment. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DUNNELL  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  aud  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  lud 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

QUIETING  TITLE  TO  LANDS  IN  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri,  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  reported  back 
a  bill  (H.  H.  No.  845)  to  quiet  the  tille  to  cer- 
tain lauds  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill  was  read.  The  preamble  recites 
that  by  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  approved  on  the  28th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, 1850,  the  State  of  Missouri,  with  other 
States,  acquired  title  to  all  swamp  and  over- 
flowed lands  within  their  limits ;  that  the  State 
of  Missouri,  by  an  act  of  its  General  ALsemblv, 
approved  February  23,  1^53,  passed  the  title 
thus  acquired  to  the  several  counties  in  which 
said  lands  were  situated,  for  the  purpose  and 
to  the  end  that  the  same  should  be  drained 
and  reclaimed  as  provided  by  said  act  of  Con- 
gress ;  and  that  after  the  donation  as  afore^ 
said,  a  commissioner  was  appointed  charged 
with  the  duty  to  select  and  locate  such  swamp 
lands,  who  did  make  such  selections  and  loca- 
tions in  said  county  of  Scott,  and  St^te  of  Mis- 
souri, making  due  repon  of  the  same,  which 
report  was,  by  proper  authority,  approved,  and 
the  lands  so  located  patented  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, and  on  the  29ih  day  of  April,  1870,  by 
said  State  to  said  county  of  Scott  ^  and  said 
commissioner,  in  his  report,  described  other 
lands  situatea  in  said  county  as  unsurveyed 
swamp  lands,  and  that  in  the  year  1860  said 
lauds  were  ordered  to  be  surveyed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  which  survey  was  approved 
by  the  surveyor  general  of  Missouri  ou  the  2d 
day  of  July,  1861,  and  that  by  act  of  Congress 
approved  March  12,  1860,  said  county  was 
given  two  years  in  which  to  present  its  claim 
and  make  proof  to  its  title  to  said  lands,  which 
could  not  be  done  owing  to  the  existence  of 
civil  war  then  afflicting  the  people  of  said 
county  ;  and  said  county  believing  further  time 
would  be  given  to  make  said  claim  aud  proof, 
did  sell  to  actual  settlers  the  greater  portion 
of  Si' id  lands,  which  purchasers,  relying  on 
said  title,  have  made,  in  many  instances,  per- 
manent and  valuable  improvements. 

The  bill  then  goes  on  to  provide  that  the 
lands  above  referred  to  be  granted  to  the 
county  of  Scott,  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
which  lands,  in  the  aggregate,  amount  to  four 
thoui^aiid  four  hundred  and  ten  and  seventy 
one  hundredths  acres,  and  described  as  fol- 
lows: parts  of  sections  one,  two,  three,  eleven, 
twelve,  thirteen,  twenty  four,  and  twenty-five, 
all  in  township  number  twenty- seven,  range 
twelve;  provided,  that  nothing  in  this  act 
shall  prejudice  the  rights  of  any  homestead  or 
other  entry  made  by  any  person  whatsoever 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  ou  said 
lands. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Is  there  any  report  accom- 
panying this  bill? 

Mr.  McCOEMICKy  of  Missonri.  Ther«  is 
no  report 

Mx;  £IPL3AN.      I  hope  the  gentleman 


from  Missouri  will  explain  the  provisions  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missonri.  I  will 
state,  for  the  information  of  the  House,  that 
the  swamp  land  which  this  bill  proposes  to 
grant  to  the  county  of  Scott,  in  the  State  of 
Missouri,  was  not  surveyed  at  the  time  of  the 
general  survey  of  the  swamp  lands  of  that 
State.  It  was  finally,  however,  surveyed  and 
reported  to  the  General  Government  as  swamp 
land,  and  the  county  of  Scott  was  given  by 
act  of  Congress  two  years  in  which  to  prove 
its  title  to  that  laud.  The  war  was  then  in 
progress,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the 
war  the  time  given  by  Congress  expired.  Sub- 
sequently the  county  sold  these  lands  to  actual 
settlers,  the  greater  part  of  them  for  fifty 
cents  an  acre.  These  settlers  are  now  on 
their  lands,  having  no  other  right  than  that 
acquired  from  the  county  of  Scott. 

The  bill  in  effect  carries  out  the  provisions 
of  the  homestead  law.  It  secures  to  those 
persons  who  are  on  those  lands  as  actual  set- 
tlers their  rights  as  acquired  from  the  county, 
and  guards  against  the  infringement  of  any 
rights  of  any  settler  on  any  of  those  lands 
which  have  not  been  sold  by  the  county. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  that  the  bill  mi^  be 
again  reported. 

The  bill  was  again  read. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  only  effect  of  this 
bill  is  to  give  four  thousand  acres  of  land, 
which  may  possibly  be  swamp  lands,  for  the 
purpoaea  of  education,  I  do  not  think  it  ought 
to  ber  a  matter  of  objection.  But  I  oly'ect  to 
putting  this  on  the  ground  of  these  lands 
being  swamp  lands  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 
The  State  of  Missouri,  with  other  States, 
between  1850  and  1860,  selected  its  swamp 
lands.  At  that  time  the  swamp  land  de- 
scribed in  this  bill  was  not  selected.  No  gen- 
tleman who  represents  a  State  where  swamp 
lands  are  located  can  fail  to  understand  the 
manner  in  which  the  arable  lands  of  the 
country  have  been  sought  to  be  appropriated 
under  the  denomination  of  swamp  lands.  But 
as  1  underatand  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
these  lands  are  to  be  granted  to  the  county  of 
Scott  for  the  purposes  of  education. 

Mr.  McCOUMICK,  of  Missouri.  No,  sir. 
The  gentleman  from  Indiana  is  under  a  mis- 
apprehension. This  land  was  reported  as 
swamp  lands,  and  was  surveyed  as  swamp 
lands. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Why  was  it  not  patented? 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri.  Because 
it  was  not  surveyed  at  the  time  the  patents 
were  issued.  Owing  to  the  extreme  wetuess 
of  the  lands  at  the  time  the  general  survey  of 
swamp  lands  was  made  theae  lands  were  not 
then  surveyed,  and  they  were  described  by  the 
Commissioner  in  his  report  as  unsurveyed 
swamp  lands.  Subsequently,  in  1S60,  a  sur- 
vey of  these  lands  was  ordered  by  the  General 
Government.  That  survey  was  made,  and 
then  the  county  was  given  two  years  in  which 
to  prove  its  tide,  which  was  not  done  in  con- 
sequence of  the  war. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Now,  will  the  gentleman 
inform  me  for  what  purpose  is  this  land  to  be 
appropriated  ? 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri.  For  the 
purpose  of  draining.  As  I  have  z^tated,  by  act 
of  Congress  of  1860,  the  right  of  the  county  of 
Scott  to  its  swamp  lands  was  recognized  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
eonoty  waA  given  two  years  to  prove  ifca  swamp 
territory  and  establish  its  claims  to  these  lands. 
In  consequence  of  the  war,  this  could  not  be 
done.  The  county  court,  however,  relying  upon 
the  good  faith  of  the  Government,  sold  the 
greater  portion  of  the  lands  to  actual  settlers. 

Mr.  S ARGENT.  Will  the  gentleman  slate 
bow  many  settlers  there  are  on  these  four  thou- 
sand acres? 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri.  I  am 
informed  that  there  are  seventeen  or  eighteen 
familiea,  but  I  cannot  just  now  be  certain  as 


to  the  precise  number,  lliere  are  also,  I  am 
told,  some  settlers  on  the  lands  who  have  not 
purchased  from  the  county,  and  this  bill 
secures  to  them  their  homestead  rights. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  wss 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
passed ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to 
reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LAWS  EKLATINQ  TO  TUB  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  RITCHIE,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  the  recoin- 
raendation  that  it  do  pass,  with  an  amend- 
ment, the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1677)  to  provide  for 
the  more  efficient  administration  of  the  lawa 
relating  to  the  public  lands. 

The  bill  was  read.  The  first  section  of  the 
bill  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
appoint  two  special  agents,  who  shall  act  under 
the  direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  and  shall  each  receive,  in 
addition  to  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by 
him  and  allowed  and  certified  by  the  said  Coo- 
missioner,  as  a  compensation  for  his  servicer, 
such  salary  as  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gab- 
eral  Land  Office  may  deem  just  and  reason- 
able, not  exceeding  $2,500  per  annum,  h 
makes  it  the  duty  of  each  special  agent  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Commissioner,  to  see  that  all  lawa  aLi 
regulations  relating  to  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States  are  faithfully  executed  and  co«q- 
plied  with  ;  to  aid  in  the  prevention,  detec- 
tion, and  punishment  of  any  frauds  in  rei&* 
tion  thereto ;  to  examine  into  the  efficiener 
and  conduct  of  registers  and  receivers  of 
district  land  offices,  and  surveyors  general, 
their  deputies  and  subordinates,  and  to  in- 
struct them  in  regard  to  the  methods  of 
transacting  the  business  pertaining  to  their 
respective  offices,  and  of  keeping  the  record^ 
of  the  same ;  to  assist  registers  and  receiv- 
ers in  preventing  deprcidations  upon  the  tim- 
ber lands  of  the  United  States,  and  in  pros- 
ecuting trespassers  thereon ;  and  for  ?ach 
purposes  he  is  given  power  to  examine  ai 
persons,  books,  papers,  accounts,  and  prem- 
ises, and  to  administer  oaths,  and  to  summon 
any  person  to  produce  books  and  papers,  or 
to  appear  and  testify  under  oath  before  him. 
It  is  made  the  duty  of  each  special  agent  or 
the  General  Land  Office  as  aforesaid  to  re- 
port in  writing  to  the  Commissioner  of  the 
General  Land  Office  any  neglect  of  duly, 
incompetency,  delinquency,  or  malfeasance  ia 
office  on  the  part  of  anpr  officer  or  emplovi^ 
charged  with  the  administration  of  the  pub- 
lic land  laws,  of  which  he  may  obtain  kno fl- 
edge, with  a  statement  of  ail  the  tac^s  in 
each  case,  and  any  evidence  sust^iining  :rie 
same.  Whenever  any  person  shall  refu&e  to 
comply  with  the  terms  of  a  samnions  i^ivu  d 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  thiij  ac:. 
he  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  be  fort;  any 
district  court  of  the  United  Spates,  pa v  a  fin** 
not  exceeding  in  amount  $1,000,  a,ui  sutfer 
imprisonment  for  a  term  not  to  exceed  six 
months.  The  second  section  provides  that  ibis 
act  shall  take  effect  on  the  1st  day  of  JuJj, 
1872,  and  appropriates  the  sum  of  $10.u.«v' 
to  defray  the  expenses  arising  under  the  same 
and  accruing  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  30,  1873. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 

was  in  lines  twenty-tive,  twenty  six,  twetit}- 

seven,   and    twenty-eight,  to  strike    out    li^e 

words  "examine  all  persotis,  books,  jiap»rs, 

accounts,  and  premises,  and    to    adujiuis^r 

oaths,  and   to   summon    any   person   to  pr<>- 

duce  books   and    papera,   or   to  apiieiir  »nd 

testify  under  oath  before  him,''  and  to  issierttii 

lieu  thereof  the  following: 

Summon  and  examine  uadcr  oath  all  peracmcetttt- 
neeted  with  any  anoh  offioe,  and  all  other  paneai 
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who  may  appear  before  him,  and  to  examine  all 
records,  books,  and  papen  oonnected  with  snoh 
office. 

Mr.  TAFFB.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  oharge  of  this  bill  who  are  to 
execute  process  when  parties  are  to  be  sum- 
moned  before  the  special  commissioner?  Who 
are  the  officers  to  bring  the  witnesses  before 
that  kind  of  court,  and  what  is  to  be  their 
mi  Iceland  pay? 

Mr.  KITCHJB.  There  is  no  proviflion  for 
sammoas,  for  forcible  snmmoos.  He  is  to 
receive  the  voluntary  complaints  of  those  who 
have  these  grievances  against  the  Land  Office. 

Mr.  TAFFfi.  I  will  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
that  section  again. 

The  section  was  again  read. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  Now,  I  submit  that  this  is  a 
very  large  discretion,  without  limit  as  to  the 
number  of  witnesses,  or  as  to  the  cost  to  the 
Government,  or  without  any  officer  designated 
to  execute  process,  and  wicnno  power  to  <iet ail 
any  officer  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  Being  an  officer  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  obliged  to  recognize  the  laws 
controliing  that  Department,  notification  would 
be  sufficient  to  an  officer  to  appear  before  one 
charged  with  Uiis  inquiry.  However,  that  is 
a  mere  matter  of  detail,  and  we  will  be  very 
kappy  to  accept  any  amendment  that  may 
occur  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  This  bill  seems  to  confer 
judicial  powers.  I  suggest  that  it  be  reported 
again,     it  is  a  very  important  matter. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  Allow  me  a  word.  This 
bill  has  been  requested  by  the  land  depart- 
tnent.  There  are  depredations  of  great  extent 
upon  the  public  lands  reported  in  some  States 
to  the  amount  of  several  hundred  thousand 
dollars  per  annum ;  and  not  only  so,  but  some 
district  land  officers  are  in  collusion  with 
fraudulent  preSmptors,  who  preempt  for  the 
purpose  merely  of  taking  away  the  timber. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  law  requires  the  dis- 
trict attorney  to  give  this  subject  special  atten- 
tion in  the  prosecution  of  cases. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  make  the 
point  of  order  that  the  bill  contains  an  appro- 
priation, and  should  go  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  has  been  con- 
sidered for  some  time. 

Mr.  HA  WLE  Y.  I  think  it  makes  no  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Yes  it  does, 
in  the  last  section.  I  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union. 

Mr,  HAWLEY.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

Mr.  McCORMICE,  of  Missouri.  I  hope  that 
will  be  done. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.     I  have  ncr  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  suggest  that  it  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  object  to  its  being  re- 
committed. I  think  it  should  go  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  refer  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  can  be  made  when 
the  bill  is  reported  back. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  If  the  bill  goes  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  when  will  it  come  up 
again? 

The  SPEAKER.  Whenever  the  House  goes 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  reaches  it  on 
the  Calendar. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Which  will  never  be. 
I  hope  it  will  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  this  bill  will  go  to 
tho  Committee  of  tie  Whole,  where  it  would 
havp  gone  at  first  had  the  point  of  order  been 
m:ide  upon  it,  as  it  would  have  been  made  had 
it  not  be^n  under8|x>od  that  the  bill  would  be 
open  to  dt*crt89ion.- 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  bill  shall  be  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 


Lands,  when  it  shall  be  'again  reported  it  will 
be  subject  to  the  same  point  of  order  as  now. 
The  motion  to  recommit  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  recommitted :  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

&IQUT  TO  O&iaiNilTB  EKVK^UB  BILLS. 

Mr.  DAWBS.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk 
to  be  read  two  resolutions  I  now  sabmit  for 
the  consideration  of  this  House. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Heiolved.  That  the  substitntion  by  the  Senate, 
vnder  thejform  of  an  amendment,  for  the  bill  of  the 
House  (H.  R.  No.  1537)  entitled  "An  act  to  repeal 
existing  duties  on  tea  and  coffee.*'  of  a  bill  entitled 
**An  act  to  reduce  exiating  taxes/' containing  a  gen- 
eral revision,  redaction,  and  repeal  of  laws  itnpoeing 
import  duties  and  internal  taxes,  is  in  conflict  with 
the  true  intent  and  pur(>oae  of  that  clause  of  the 
Constitution  which  requires  that  all  bills  for  rais- 
ing revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House  of  Repre* 


fentatives;"  and  that  therefore  said  substitute  for 
louse  bill  No.  1537  do  lie  upon  the  table. 
And  be  it  fwiher  miolved.  That  the  Clerk  of  the 


fiooee  bo,  and  is  hereby,  direoied  to  notii^  the  6ein- 
ate  of  the  passa^re  of  the  foregoing  rasoluuon. 

Mr.  DAWE8.  Mr.  Speaker,  a  confliot  be- 
tween the  two  Hoases  of  Congress  is  a  matter 
which  should  always  be  avoided  if  possible, 
and  never  should  be  SMde  upon  matters  that 
are  of  trifling  importance  or  of  no  moment. 
I  have  not  OTered  the  resolation  which  has 
been  read  at  the  Clerk's  daak  without  dae 
regard  to  the  importance  of  the  sol^eot- matter 
embraced  in  it,  and  with  a  desire,  if  there 
was  any  praotioable  way,  to  avoid  the  difficul- 
ties which  are  suggested  by  it. 

It  may  be  proper  that  I  should  say  that  I  do 
not  offer  this  resolution  upon  my  own  respon- 
sibility alone,  but  by  ^e  advice  and  diiecUon 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  The 
diffdceaee  between  the  two  Houses  is  upon  a 
matter  of  the  gravest  importance,  involvings 
as  is  set  forth  in  this  resolation,  a  disregard  of 
a  provision  of  the  Constatntion  which  was  in- 
serted in  that  instrument  after  very  great 
delibeuration  and  with  great  difficulty  in  adjust- 
ing the  balance  of  power  between  the  great 
and  small  States  that  entered  into  the  Union. 
In  the  other  branch  of  Congress  the  States 
ai^e  all  equal,  and,  althoogh  in  theory  the  Gov- 
ernment rests  solely  upon  the  voice  of  the 
people,  the  few  in  a  small  State  are  there 
equal  to  the  many  in  the  largest  State.  And 
as  that  inequality  is  increasing  from  year  to 
year,  we  cannot  fail  to  recognize  the  fi&ct  that 
an  uneasiness  is  begotten  among  the  people 
from  observing  the  fact  (and  I  refer  to  it  with- 
out meaning  any  disrespect  to  the  <Aher  branch 
of  Congress  to-day)  of  the  growing  tendency 
on  the  part  of  that  body  to  gather  to  itself, 
without  recognizing  the  distinctions  in  the 
formation  and  foundation  of  the  two  branches 
of  Congress,  all  functions  of  the  Government 
of  the  united  States-^to  do  so  indirectly  if 
not  directly. 

There  have  been  on  only  two  or  three  occa- 
sions heretofore  a  direct  issue  between  these 
two*  bodies  upon  questions  concerning  the 
origination  of  money  bills,  bills  for  the  raising 
of  revenue.  An  issue  was  first  distinctly  made 
by  that  great  statesman,  Mr.  Clay,  in  offering 
in  the  Senate  a  tariff  bill.  Although  that  bill 
was  a  bill  for  the  reduction  of  the  revenue,  and 
although  the  excitement  and  apparent  neces- 
sity for  the  introduction  of  it  pressed  upon  the 
minds  of  a  large  majority  of  both  branches, 
yet  all  the  power  of  that  great  statesman  was 
iusufficient  to  enable  him  to  establish  a  foot- 
hold for  the  introduction  into  the  Senate  of  a 
bill  affecting  the  revenue,  although  reducing 
the  reveuae.  And  he  escaped  from  defeat 
only  by  the  introduction  of  the  same  bill  in 
the  House  of  ftteprejentatives,  and  its  passage 
through  that  body  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  and  its  appearance  at  the  door  of  the 
Senate,  and  its  intervention  between  him  and 
his  discussion,  and  taking  the  place  of  his 
bill. 


Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Will  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawks] 
allow  me  to  state  a  historical  fact  within  my 
own  knowledge  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  After  a  dis- 
cussion in  the  Senate,  which  lasted  to  a  very 
late  hour  in  the  night,  a  discussion  which  I 
heard,  but  which  was  never  reported  to  any 
extent,  Mr.  Clay  abandoned  the  ground  he 
had  first  taken  as  untenable,  and  transferred 
his  own  bill  to  Mr.  Letcher,  his  friend  and 
Representative  in  the  House  from  the^tate 
of  Kentucky,  because  the  ground  he  had  first 
taken  in  the  Senate  was  not  tenable. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Through  the  kindness  of  the 
gentleman  froM  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  I 
have  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Clay  on  that  occa- 
sion, from  which  I  will  read  an  extract.  On 
the  2dth  of  February,  after  a  long  and  weary 
discussion,  extending  far  into  the  night,  Mr. 
Clay  saidt         * 

"  Inaamaoh  as  it  was  represented  that  the  House 
of  Rep^resentatives  had  just  now  passed  a  bill  Binii< 
jar,  if  not  ideatical.  in  its  provisiona  to  tho  oae  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  it  is  believed  it  would  to-mor- 
row be  presented  to  the  Beaute  to  sanction,  it  woald 
obviate  the  reaBons  for  a  longer  ooDtinaance  of  a 
laborious  day's  session  of  this  body,  and  also  super- 
sede tho  objections  of  some  Senators  who  believed 
tho  Senate  was  not  the  proper  place  for  the  origin 
of  this  bill.  Ha  therefiore  mored  that,  the  Senate 
adjourn." 

Daring  the  last  Congress  this  matter  came 
up  in  another  shape.  The  Senate  undertook 
to  assert  the  right  on  their  part  to  originate, 
bills  for  the  reduction  or  repeal  of  revenaoi 
under  the  claim  that  such  a  measure  was  not 
a  bill  for  raising  revenue.  The  controversy 
between  the  two  flouses  lasted  for  some  time. 
It  took  the  form  of  a  committee  of  conference. 
It  resulted  in  no  good  beyond  the  introduction 
on  the  part  of  the  committee  of  conference 
appointed  by  the  House  of  a  very  able  paper, 
the  result  of  their  conference,  making  it  so 
clear  that  even  a  bill  tor  the  reduction  or  re- 
peal of  revenue  was,  within  the  purview  of  the 
Constitution,  a  bill  to  all  intents  and  purposes 
for  raising  revenue,  that  the  House  adopted, 
without,  1  believe,  a  dissenting  vote,  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  that  committee,  ^ich  I 
have  before  me. 

The  same  proposition  is  now  before  the  House 
in  a  little  dilTi^ent  form.  The  bill  which  now 
comes  back  here  from  tbe  Senate  is  a  bill  like 
the  other  for  the  reduction  and  repeal  of  rev- 
enues. It  ia  a  bill  embracing  a  general  revision, 
not  only  of  import  duties,  but  of  another  entire 
and  distinct  field  of  tazatioa — that  of  internal 
revenue — reducing  and  repealing  largely  in 
that  field  also  the  revenue  of  the  Government. 
There  is,  however,  this  difference:  this  is  done 
under  tbe  form  of  an  amendment  to  a  bill  sent 
to  the  other  branch  by  us  to  repeal  the  duties 
upon  tea  and  coffee )  and  the  assertion  is  now 
made  by  the  other  branch  that  under  the  form 
of  amendment  to  any  bill  tbat  reaches  them 
upon  the  subject  of  revenue,  jurisdiction  is 
given  to  that  body  to  legi8late  to  any  cjctent  in 
originating  new  objects  of  revenue,  modifying 
the  modes  of  collecting  revenue,  reducing  the 
revenue  upon  such  objects  as  they  please,  or 
entirely  repealing  on  the  one  hand  tbe  duties 
imposed  upon  foreign  goods,  or  on  the  other 
the  taxes  levied  for  purposes  of  internal  reve- 
nue. That  provision  of  tbe  Constitution  which 
guaranties  to  the  people^s  Representatives  the 
right  to  originate  all  bills  of  this  character 
seems,  if  the  view  of  the  Senate  is  correct,  to 
be  entirely  nugatory.  There  is  no  value  in  the 
provision  to  the  peojile's  Representatives  on 
this  floor,  if,  under  the  form  ol  an  amendment, 
tbe  Senate  has  entire  jurisdiction  of  the  sub- 
ject, and  can  substitute  aity  bill  touching  the 
revenue  in  any  form  tbat  they  ploase.  i  do 
not  propose,  «tr,  to  argue  that  qucbtion,  but 
simply  to  state  it. 

The  provision   of  the  Ooastitutiou  on  tho 

subject- is  as  follows: 

'*AH  bilis  for  raising  rs venae  ehall  originate  in 
the  Hoase  of  Reiweeentativei;  but  the  Senate  may 
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propose  or  oonour  with  amendmenti  as  on  other 
bill«." 

The  history  of  this  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution, the  modiGcation  which  it  introduced 
of  the  corresponding  provision  in  the  British 
constitution,  the  early  construction  of  the 
clause,  as  well  as  the  debates  ui>on  it,  so  far 
as  they  relate  to  the  subejct,  convince  me  that 
originally  it  was  the  intention  of  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  to  coaiine  the  power  of 
amendment  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  the 
subject-matter  of  the  bill  itself — to  such  amend* 
meiits  touching  the  subject  upon  which  rev- 
enue was  to  be  raised  as  in  their  judgment 
should  be  deemed  wise  and  proper;  either  to 
raise  or  lower  the  rate,  to  modify  the  tinie  or 
mode  of  collection,  or  anything  pertaining 
immediately  to  that  subject-matter. 

But  I  cannot  read  the  history  of  this  consti- 
tutional provision,  I  cannot  observe  the  care 
and  solicitude  with  which  the  corresponding 
provision  has  been  cherished  by  the  Knglish 
House  of  Commons,  without  coming  to  the  con- 
clusion that  by  *'  amendments''  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  did  not  mean  the  introduction 
under  the  form  of  amendment  of  new  bills — bills 
providing  for  revenue  from  new  sources  or  from 
new  fields,  if  I  may  use  that  phrase,  originating 
new  modes  of  collection,  not  thought  of  in  the 
bill  which  the  House  of  Representatives  origin- 
ated— transforming  the  entire  character  and 
nature  of  the  bill.  The  right  to  originate  bills 
of  this  nature  in  the  House  of  Representatives 
ceases  to  be  of  any  value  if  the  moment  such 
a  bill  leaves  this  House  the  Senate  may  under 
the  form  of  an  amendment  originate  every- 
thing that  is  of  value  or  importance  in  a  rev- 
enue bill,  and  compel  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  pass  upon,  under  the  form  of  an 
amendment  or  substitute  from  the  Senate, 
measures  of  revenue  which  they  have  refused 
to  originate. 

That  is  the  question  presented  to  the  House 
on  this  bill.  1  do  not  consider  the  merits  of 
the  bill.  I  consider  the  subject  matter  which 
the  Senate  have  embraced  in  this  bill  under 
the  form  of  an  amendment,  and  which  changes 
entirely  the  character  of  the  measure  passed 
by  the  House.  This  is  not  the  bill  which  we 
sent  to  the  Senate  |  not  even  the  original  title 
remains ;  nor  is  it  in  any  fair  and  proper  sense 
a  bill  Eimilar  in  character.  It  is,  as  I  have 
said,  ag«*neral  revision,  not  only  of  the  tariff, 
out  of  which  we  had  selected  two  subjects  with 
reference  to  which  we  repealed  the  revenue. 
It  had  gone  over  all  the  subjects- matter  of 
reve.nue  from  all  the  sources  of  imports,  but  it 
has  gone  out  altogether  of  that  subject-matter 
into  another  and  entirely  different  field,  that 
of  internal  taxation,  upon  which  we  had 
oriifinated  no  measure  whatever,  and  it  has 
repealed  largely  .the  taxes  in  some  particulars 
and  it  has  reduced  others,  changing  entirely 
the  bill  in  its  character  and  in  its  effect. 

If,  sir.  in  the  form  of  an  amendment  this 
can  be  done,  there  can  be  no  bill  sent  to  the 
other  branch  in  any  respect  touching  the  rev- 
enue which  does  not  imperil  the  rights  of  the 
people's  Representatives  here  touching  any 
source  of  existing  revenue  or  any  imaginary 
source  of  revenue  upon  which  legislation  is 
possible. 

J  trust,  Mr.  Speaker,  without  regard  to  the 
intrinsic  merits  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
the  House  of  Representatives  will  regard  its 
prerogative,  and  will  as  heretofore  unanimously 
assert  one  of  the  most  valued  of  all  of  the 
rights  and  powers  which  distinguish  it  from 
the  other  branch  by  respectfully  and  properly 
laying  this  bill  upon  the  table,  and  notifying 
the  other  branch  of  its  action  and  the  reason 
therefor. 

Mr.  COX.    Has  the  gentleman  concluded? 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  will  yield  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  in  favor  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  not  only  because  it  sustains  the 
dignity  of  the  House  and  our  privileges  here, 
but  because  it  is  a  most  important  principle 


connected  with  the  Bepresentatives  of  the 
people  more  directly  considered — I  refer  to 
the  privilege  of  originating  money  bills. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Madsachusetto.  There  is 
so  much  confusion  in  the  House  that  I  am 
unable  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

The  SPEAKER  called  to  order,  and  mem- 
bers who  were  standing  in  the  area  resumed 
their  seats. 

Mr.  COX.  I  do  not  propose,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  bill  as  it  comes 
from  the  Senate.  I  know  very  well  it  is  a  bill, 
in  one  sense,  for  protection,  i  know  very  well 
the  object  of  this  great  amendment  which  comes 
from  the  Senate  ;  this  great  amendment  to  our 
simnle  bill  which  we  sent  about  tea  and  coffee 
is  for  the  protection  of  a  certain  class  of  in- 
terests, or  in  favor  of  class  interests.  I  do  not 
intend  to  argue  as  to  the  merits  of  either  our 
bill  or  the  bill  which  the  Senate  has  sent  to 
us  ;  but  I  do  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  proposition  that  the  amendment  made  by 
the  other  body,  under  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  cited  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, [Mr.  Dawes,]  most  be  pertinent 
to  our  bill.  It  must  relate  to  the  **  body  "  of 
our  bill.  Our  bill  which  was  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate simply  related  to  the  repeal  of  duties  on 
tea  and  coffee  *  This  great  bill  in  the  form  of 
amendment  which  comes  from  the  Senate, 
running  over  all  of  the  various  articles  which 
go  into  the  tariff,  is  irrelevant,  and  not  perti- 
nent in  any  proper  legislative  or  parliamentary 
sense  to  the  bill  of  the  Senate.  The  amend- 
ment is  contrary,  I  think,  to  the  uniform  pre- 
cedents connected  with  this  matter  from  the 
beginning  of  onr  Government. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  in  my  hand  the  report  made 
by  the  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Hooper]  on  the  27th  of  February,  1871, 
where  all  of  these  precedents  are  very  care- 
fully collated,  and  where  a  most  emphatic 
denunciation  of  this  claim  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  is  made  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and 
all  I  would  want  to  vindicate  the  independ- 
ence, the  right,  and  the  privilege  of  the  House 
in  reference  to  this  matter  is  that  this  paper 
should  be  carefully  read  and  considered. 

This  privilege  of  bringing  in  money  bills, 
Mr.  Speaker,  comes  from  England.  We  all 
know  that  the  men  who  made  Uie  Constitution 
made  it  with  their  eyes  upon  the  British  Par- 
liament. It  was  the  old  fight  of  privilege 
against  prerogative.  The  Commons  had  the 
purse  and  the  king  had  the  sword,  and  the 
purse  called  the  sword  to  account  now  and 
then  during  seven  hundred  years  of  English 
legislation.  It  runs  through  all  of  their  bills 
of  right,  all  of  their  Magna  Chartas,  and  so  it 
has  come  down  to  as.  It  was  placed  in  our 
Constitution  with  some  modification,  because 
the  upper  branch  of  our  national  Legislature 
is  different  from  the  hereditary  Honse  of  Lords ; 
but,  sir,  the  Constitution  never  took  away  the 
right  of  the  House  to  originate  money  bills,  but 
only  modified  it  in  so  far  that  the  Senate  might 

Eropose  or  concur  with  amendments  as  in  other 
ills. 

This  great  thick  bill  of  the  Senate  is  not  an 
amendment  in  any  sense  in  which  it  can  be 
construed  in  accordance  with  either  prece- 
dent or  authority.  I  refer  the  House  to  Judge 
Story's  Commentary  on  this  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution. In  volume  one,  paragraph  876, 
he  says : 

*'It  will  be  at  once  peroelved  that  the  same  rea* 
soDi  do  not  exist,  in  the  same  extent,  for  the  same 
exoiasive  right  in  our  House  of  Representatives  in 
regard  to  money  bills  as  exist  for  suoii  rifht  in  the 
British  House  of  Commons."  , 

Now,  mark: 

"It  may  be  fit  that  it  should  possess  the  ezclosive 
right  to  origiDute  money  bills,  since  it  may  be  pre- 
sumed to  possess  more^ample  means  of  local  inform- 
ation, and  it  more  directly  represents  the  opinions, 
feelings,  and  wishes  of  the  people,  and  being  directly 
depoDdeot  upon  them  for  support,  it  will  be  more 
watchtal  and  cautious  in  the  imposition  of  taxes 
than  a  body  whioh  emanates  exclnsively  from  the 
States  in  their  sovereign  politioal  oapaoity." 

Chancellor  Kent  comments  on  that  part  of 


the  Constitution  in  the  same  spirit.  The  phi- 
losophy of  that  clause  of  the  Constitution,  as 
given  by  Kent  and  by  Story,  looking  also  to 
the  model  from '  which  we  have  drawn  this 
peculiar  clause  of  our  Consiitutionf  is  that  we 
are  nearer  tbe  people;  that  we  come  from 
them  more  directly ;  that  we  go  to  them  more  ' 
frequently ;  that  we  represent  their  wishes  and 
their  ideas,  especially  on  money  matters.  This 
House,  then,  should  set  its  foot  down  against 
this  assumption  of  the  Senate  to  care  for 
money  matters,  and  especially  when  it  comes 
to  amending  the  whole  matter  of  oor  coatoma 
and  internal  revenue  systems.  If  we  do  that 
now,  and  do  it  firmly,  we  will  fix  again,  as  has 
been  fixed  in  the  past,  a  precedent  which  ( 
hope  ^ill  last  for  all  time.  For  these  reasons 
I  favor  the  resolution  of  the  gentle oa an  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Dawes.] 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  yield  to  the  gentlemu 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield.] 

Mr.  GAUFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  quite  san 
that  the  House  cannot  overrate  the  importance 
of  the  issue  raised  by  the  sending  of  that  bill 
to  this  House.  I  will  only  ask  aitention  for  a 
few  moments  to  two  or  three  points  in  relatioa 
to  this  question.  In  the  first  place,  I  beg  the 
House  to  remember  that  the  place  which  thts 
clause  of  the  Constitution  occupies  in  our  Con- 
stitution is  of  the  utmost  importance. 

Twice  during  tbe  const! tuiional  Convention 
of  1787  the  whole  system  hinged  upon  the 
exclusive  right  of  the  House  to  originate  rev* 
enue  bills.  Twice  the  determination  of  that 
single  point  settled  the  question  whether  ibe 
Constitution  should  be  made  or  noL  Before 
the  Convention  had  been  in  session  one  month 
this  subject  was  introduced,  and  it  was  kept 
in  the  eye  of  tbe  fathers  of  tbe  Constituiioa 
almost  every  day  from  that  time  till  the  tinal 
adjustment  of  the  Constitution.  On  the  oca 
of  July,  1787,  when  tbe  framers  bad  been  at 
work  more  than  six  months,  the  proceedings 
were  brought  to  a  dead  lock  on  tbe  question 
of  the  equality  of  the  States  in  the  Senate ; 
the  larger  States  saying  they  would  never  con* 
sent  to  allow  the  smaller  States  an  equal  voice 
with  themselves  in  the  Senate  unless  in  return 
for  that  great  grant  it  should  also  be  granted 
to  the  larger  States  that  their  Itepreseotatives 
in  the  lower  House  should  have  the  exclu- 
sive right  to  originate  money  bills.  Of  such 
importance  was  the  right  to  originate  money 
bills  regarded  that  to  secure  it  the  other  ques- 
tion was  given  up,  and  the  States  were  all 
allowed  an  equal  voice  in  the  Senate,  the  large 
and  the  small — Delaware  to  be  equal  to  New 
York ;  Rhode  Island  to  Pennsylvania — and 
this  was  granted  as  an  equivalent  for  the  ex* 
elusive  right  to  originate  money  bills  in  the 
popular  branch. 

And  when  that  first  great  compromise  of  tbe 
Constitution  was  settled  upon  that  basis,  tbe 
whole  system  came  near  being  unhinged  again 
by  throwing  out  this  clause.  At  last,  when  it 
was  demanded  that  the  Senate  should  have  the 
exclusive  right  to  ratify  treaties,  to  try  impeach- 
ments, and  to  confirm  nominations,  it  was 
said,  **  The  Senate  shall  never  have  that  right, 
unless  you  restore  the  exclusive  right  to  ori- 
ginate money  bills  in  tbe  Hou»e."  Toe  clause 
was  then  restored  and  kept  in  the  Constitution 
as  it  now  stands. 

Now,  I  desire  to  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this 
House  cannot  ignore,  cannot  pass  over  lighily, 
cannot  allow,  by  any  looseness  of  construction, 
so  great  and  important  a  right  as  that,  and  one 
so  highly  esteemed  by  our  fathers,  who  made 
the  Constitution,  to  be  evaded  by  any  sort  of 
construction  that  may  be  put  upon  it  elsewhere 
than  in  this  House. 

The  determination  of  the  question  rests 
solely  with  this  House.  It  is  not  a  subject 
for  conference.  It  is  not  a  matter  in  which 
the  Senate  has  the  least  right  to  determine  our 
action  or  to  be  in  any  way  a  party  to  the  de* 
termination  of  our  action.  As  Mr.  Webster 
said  nearly  forty  years  ago  in  the  great  debate 
on  this  subject  when  there  was  a  oontest  be- 
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tveen  the  two  Houses,  "The  constitutional 
question  must  be  regarded  as  important,  but 
it  was  one  which  cannot  be  settled  by  the  Sen- 
ate. It  ispnrely  a  question  of  privilege,  and  the 
decision  belongs  to  the  House."  The  House 
did  decide  it  then,  and  has  ever  since  decided 
it  when  the  ijuestion  arose,  that  this  body 
cannot  part  with  one  jot  or  one  tittle  of  its 
rights  on  the  subject  of  revenue  legislation. 

Now,  gentlemen  may  say  that  we  are  draw* 
ing  a  *^fine  sight"  when  we  propose  to  adopt 
Uie  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, for  the  Senate  have  only  been  using 
their  right  to  amend  a  revenue  bill  which  ori- 
ginated bore,  in  order  to  show  the  spirit  in 
which  this  part  of  the  Constitution  has  been 
interpreted,  let  me  call  attention  to  a  contro- 
versy which  arose  between  the  Senate  and  the 
House  sixteen  years  ago,  when  the  Senate  un- 
dertook to  originate,  and  did  originate  and 
pass  several  general  appropriation  bills,  and 
8»^Dt  th<m  to  this  body.  The  Senate  insisted 
that  an  appropriation  bill  was  not  a  bill  for 
raising  revenue,  nor  was  it  a  bill  fur  reducing 
revenue ;  and,  jfurthermore,  the^  urged  with 
great  point  that  in  the  constitutional  Conven- 
tion a  proposition  was  made,  and  failed,  to  put 
into  the  Constitution  that  the  right  to  origin- 
ate revenue  and  appropriation  bills  should  be 
vested  solely  in  the  House,  and  the  fact  that 
appropriation  bills  were  stricken  out  of  the 
clause  left  it  clearly  to  be  inferred  that  4he 
Senate  might  originate  such  bills.  In  the 
coarse  of  a  long  debate  which  occurred  in  the 
Senate,  William  H.  Seward  made  a  speech 
of  rare  dearness  and  logical  power,  in  which 
he  said: 

**  I  am  not  foinr  to  oontend  that  the  provision  of 
the  GoMtit^tioa  which  I  havo  read,  by  its  letter, 
forbids  the  Senate  from  originating  appropriation 
bills:  its  letter  clearly  concedes  it,  and  I  concede 
also  that  there  is  an  arjrument  to  be  drawn  from  the 
fact  that  the  Coaveotion  disoussed  the  proposition 
in  both  its  shapes,  and  finally  adopted  the  one  which 
we  now  find  in  which  the  limitation  is  applied  only 
to  bills  originating  revenue,  that  the  Convention 
may  have  ooosidered  that  appropriation  bills  might 
be  originated  in  the  Senate. 

**Bat  against  this  argument  is  one  which  seems  to 
me  perfectly  eooclusive,  and  it  is  this  reply :  what- 
ever the  Conventton  may  have  purpoeecl,  and  how- 
ever they  may  have  understood  the  Constitution 
which  thev  have  framed,  the  fact  is  astabborn  one 
that  the  Senate  has  never  originated  an  appropri- 
ation bill,  but  that  it  has  always  conoeded  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  the  origination  of  appro- 
priation bills ;  and  the  House  of  Representatives 
bas  never  conceded  to  the  Senate  the  right  to  origin- 
ate saeh  bills,  but  has  always  insisted  npon  and 
exacted  that  right  itself.  This  could  not  have  been 
accidental;  it  was  therefore  designed.  The  design 
and  purpose  were  those  of  the  oooumporaries  of  the 
Constitution  themselves, and  it  evinces  their  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  which  was  that  bills  of  a 
ireneral  nature  for  appropriating  the  public  money, 
or  for  laying  taxes  or  bordens  on  the  people,  direot 
or  indirect  in  their  operation,  belonged  to  the  prov- 
ince of  the  House  of  Representatives."— Cbni^e«- 
ntmal  Olobe,  January,  1856,  page  376. 

Messrs.  StrMNER  and  Wii^oK,  of  Massachu- 
setts, strongly  indorsed  the  position  taken  by 
Mr.  Seward.  The  Senate,  however,  passed 
two  appropriation  bills,  but  when  they  reached 
the  House  they  were  immediately  laid  on  the 
table,  being  treated  as  an  infringement  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House. 

I  cite  this  circumstance  to  show  the  spirit 
in  which  this  clause  of  the  Constitution  has 
been  construed  from  the  days  of  the  fathers 
to  the  present  time. 

Mr.  PETERS.  Will  my  friend  from  Ohio 
allow  me  a  question  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     Certainly. 

Mr.  PETERS.  Jt  is  this:  if  you  do  not 
.give  a  literal  construction  to  this  paragraph  in 
the  Constitution,  how  can  you  have  any  rule 
fixing  the  limit  of  the  power  of  the  Senate  to 
make  amendments?  If  you  send  over  a  bill 
raiaing  $1,000,000,  can  they  put  on  another 
million^  or  can  they  put  on  another  dollar? 
Where  is  the  line  to  be  drawn,  or  can  you 
define  their  power  ? 

Mr.  ELDEBDGE.  Allow  me  to  make  a 
atill  further  inquiry  in  the  same  direction.  If 
the  Senate  ouinot  do  that  which  the  gentle- 
vuui  from  Maine  uggeats,  can  they,  when  the 


House  passes  a  measure  to  raise  $1,000,000| 
cut  it  down  to  $600,000? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  come  to 
these  points  by  and  by.  I  have  cited  the  case 
in  regard  to  aopropriation  bills  for  the  sake  of 
showing  that  from  the  First  Congress  to  the 
present  time  the  construction  of  this  clause 
of  the  Constitution  has  been  most  broadly  on 
the  side  of  the  rights  of  the  House. 

The  case  now  before  us  is  new  and  difficult. 
I  think  the  same  point  has  never  come  into 
controversy.  It  raises  the  question  how  far 
the  Senate  may  go  in  asserting  their  right  to 
**  propose  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on 
other  bills." 

We  must  not  construe  our  rishts  bo  as  to 
destrov  theirs,  and  we  must  ti&e  care  that 
they  GO  not  so  construe  their  rights  as  to 
destroy  ours.  If  their  right  to  amendment  is 
unlimited,  then  our  right  amounts  to  nothing 
whatever.  It  is  the  merest  mockery  to  assert 
any  right. 

What,  then,  is  the  reasonable  limit  to  this 
right  of  amendment?  It  is  clear  to  mjr  mind 
that  the  Senate's  power  to  amend  is  limited  to 
the  subjectr matter  of  the  bill.  That  limit  is 
natural,  is  definite,  and  can  be  clearly  shown. 
If  there  had  been  no  precedent  in  the  case,  I 
should  say  that  a  House  bill  relating  solely  to 
revenue  on  salt  could  not  be  amended  by  add- 
ing to  it  clauses  raising  revenue  on  textile 
fabrics,  but  that  all  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  should  relate  to  the  duty  on  salt. 

To  admit  that  the  Senate  can  take  a  House 
bill  consisting  of  two  lines,  relating  specifically 
and  solely  to  a  single  article,  and  can  gratt 
upon  them  in  the  name  of  an  amendment  a 
whole  system  of  tariff  and  internal  taxation, 
is  to  say  that  they  may  exploit  all  the  meaning 
out  of  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
we  are  now  considering,  and  may  rob  the 
House  of  the  last  vestige  of  its  rights  under 
that  clause. 

I  am  sure  that  this  House,  remembering  the 
precedents  which  have  been  set  from  the  First 
Congress  until  now,  will  not  permit  this  right 
to  be  invaded  on  such  n  technicality. 

Now,  I  will  not  say,  for  I  believe  it  cannot 
be  held,  the  mere  length  of  an  amendment 
shall  be  any  proof  of  invasion  of  the  privi- 
leges of  the  House.  True,  we  sent  to  the 
Senate  a  bill  of  three  or  four  lines,  and  they 
have  sent  back  a  bill  of  twenty  printed  pages. 
I  do  not  deny  their  right  to  send  back  a  bill 
of  a  thousand  pages  as  an  amendment  to  our 
two  lines.     But  i  do  insist  that  their  thousand 

fa^esmust  be  on  the  subject-matterof  our  bill, 
t  IS  not  the  number  of  hues,  nor  is  it — I  now 
respond  to  my  friend  from  Maine  \1At.  Peters] 
who  asked  roe  a  question — nor  is  it  the  amount 
of  revenue  raised  or  reduced  of  which  we  have 
a  right  to  complain.  We  may  pass  a  bill  to 
raise  $1,000,000  from  tea  and  coffee.  The 
Senate  may  move  so  to  amend  it  as  to  raise 
$100,000,000  from  tea  and  coffee,  if  snob  a 
thing  was  possible;  or  they  may  so  amend 
it  as  to  make  it  but  one  dollar  from  tea  and 
coffee,  or  they  may  reject  the  bill  altogether. 

Mr.  PETERS.  May  not  the  Senate  add 
other  articles? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  we  refer  to 
the  practices  of  the  two  Houses,  doubtless 
the  Senate  has  usually,  without  any  question 
having  been  raised  by  the  House,  added  other 
articles.  And  I  do  not  say  that  this  would  be 
an  abuse  of  our  privileges  on  a  general  reve- 
nue bill.  But  the  bill  on  which  these  amend- 
ments were  made  was  in  no  sense  a  general 
revenue  bill.  It  wss  an  act  relating  exclu- 
sively to  a  single  article.  There  was  nothin|^ 
either  in  the  title  nor  in  the  bill  itself  to  indi- 
cate that  it  was  intended  as  a  general  revenue 
bill.  Furthermore,  it  was  well  known  that  the 
proper  committee  of  the  House  were  prepar- 
ing a  general  bill,  in  which  the  whole  subject 
was  to  be  open  for  consideration.  Consider* 
ing  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  par- 
ticularly the  fact  that  on  the  sii\gle  clause  of 
our  bill,  relating  to  but  one  article  of  taxation, 


the  Senate  has  ingrafted  a  general  bill,  em- 
bracinjg^  not  only  the  tariff  generally,  but  our 
whole  internal  system  of  taxation,  it  is  clear  that 
the  ground  we  now  take  is  not  questionable 

Sound,  and  it  becomes  the  undoubted  duty  of 
e  House  to  stand  on  its  rights  and  refuse  to 
consider  this  bill. 

Mr.  PETERS.  Then  allow  me  to  ask  the 
gentleman  if  the  rule  is  a  fixed  one,  or  one  in 
the  discretion  of  the  House? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  say 
this :  it  is  a  fixed  rule,  and  if  the  House  has 
ever  slept  on  its  rights  it  ought  not  to  be  now 
concluded  from  asserting  them  because  of  ita 
past  neglect;  and  if  there  ever  was  a  time  in 
the  history  of  the  Government  when  this 
House  should  reclaim  and  assert  its  rights  it 
is  now  and  here,  when  on  the  naked  lay  figure 
of  two  lines  the  entire  revenue  system  of  the 
Government  is  about  to  be  revolutionized  by 
the  action  of  the  Senate.  If  that  bill  from  the 
Senate,  now  on  your  table,  Mr.  Speaker,  be 
recognized  by  us,  we  shall  have  surrendered 
absolutely  not  only  the  letter  but  the  spirit 
of  the  rule  hitherto  adopted,  and  with  it  our 
exclusive  privilege  under  the  Constitution. 

If  it  be  said  that  this  resolution  which  the 
House  is  asked  to  adopt  is  an 'unusual  one,  I 
answer  that  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
is  proposed  are  equally  unprecedented. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Senate,  even  in 
the  recess,  has  been  deliberately  at  work  pre- 
paring the  tariff  bill ;  and  they  have  only  been 
waiting  the  slight  opportunity  afforded  by  *he 
two  lines  which  the  House  sent  them  to  ini- 
tiate and  take  control  of  our  tarff  legislation. 
It  is  this  course  of  procedure  which  the  House 
is  celled  upon  to  resist. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  thank  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  for  his  courtesy. 
I  did  not  intend  to  say  so  muoh  as  I  have  done. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  did  think  that  the  debate 
on  these  resolutions  could  be  closed  in  the  hour 
to  which  under  the  rule  I  would  be  entitled; 
but  the  subject  is  one  of  such  importance  that 
I  hardly  think  it  proper  to  restrict  the  debate 
to  such  limit.  Still  I  do  not  want  to  trespass 
upon  the  claims  of  the  other  business  before 
the  House.  I  now  yield  to  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Butler]  for  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Maasachusetto.  I  think 
that  it  would  not  be  well  for  the  House  to  pass 
upon  so  grave  a  constitutional  question  as  this 
under  any  rule  that  shoul  i  look  like  limiting 
debate.  So  that  I  hope  that  the  previous 
question  will  not  be  called  soon  by  general 
consent,  because  I  can  see  that  here  and  now 
is  to  be  established  a  precedent  which  must 
have  great  effect  upon  the  further  continuance 
of  our  present  forms  of  this  Government.  If 
the  power  now  claimed  by  the  Senate  to  ori- 
ginate money  bills  can  be  sustained  under  the 
Constitution,  then  the  great  balance-wheel  of 
the  Constitution,  which  provides  the  equality 
of  power  in  the  States  and  not  in  the  people, 
in  the  Senate  and  as  against  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  people  in  the  Honre,  iu  relation  to 
certain  portions  of  the  legislative  action  of  the 
Government  and  restraining  it  in  others,  is 
entirely  gone.  The  equality  of  the  States  in 
the  Senate  was  the  great  oompromii>e  of  the 
Convention  which.framed  the  Constitution,  and 
to  prevent  the  overweening  power  of  what 
was  deemed  the  smaller  and  therefore  aristo- 
cratic body  was  the  problem  of  that  day  solved 
by  the  limitations  and  guards  against  oppres- 
sion of  the  people  of  which  the  clause  now 
under  consideration  was  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant If  by  construction  or  our  negligence 
that  is  removed,  then  the  people  will  by  some 
mode  see  that  their  voice  becomes  as  potent 
in  the  Senate  as  in  the  House.  The  rule  of 
majority  representation  in  such  case  will  be 
applied  to  tne  Senate  at  once. 

The  provision  of  the  Constitution  involved 
in  this  question  is  one  over  the  principles  of 
which  was  carried  on  for  five  hundred  years 
the  greatest  lytrliamentary  struggle  of  the  peo- 
ple to  gain  their  rights  against  despotic  power. 
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And  long  before  the  formation  of  our  Consti- 
tution this  provision  found  itself  imbedded  in 
the  English  conslitutton  as  the  very  safeguard 
of  the  rights  of  the  people ;  and  thus  distinc- 
tions were  between  the  flouse  as  the  popular 
body  and  the  Senate  as  the  executive  body 
now  adopted  by  our  fathers  from  the  English 
constitution.  They  looked  upon  the  Senate, 
from  its  formation,  to  be  a-  perpetual  body,  a 
portion  of  the  Executive.  A  large  portion  of 
the  executive  power  was  given  to  the  Senate 
by  the  Constitution,  and  a  very  large  other  por- 
tion has  since  been  arrogated  to  themselves  by 
the  Senate  itself.  Therefore  thisproviuon  was 
made  in  the  strongest  possible  language,  to 
reform  in  the  hands  of  the  people's  Represent- 
atives.the  power  of  taxation : 

"All  bills  for  raising  reyenae  shall  originate  in  the 
House  of  Representatives;  but  the  Senate  may  pro- 
pose or  eonour  with  other  amendments,  as  on  other 
bills." 

The  inquiry  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine 
[Mr.  Peters]  is,  what  is  the  extent  of  the 
power  of  proposing  or  concurring  with  amend- 
ments, and  where  is  the  constitutional  limit 
upon  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  make  amend- 
ment? In  my  judgment,  that  limit  is  this: 
they  may  perfect  a  bill  sent  them  by  the 
House)  they  may  amend  the  body  of  such 
bill :  they  may  propose  amendments  adding 
to  or  reducing  the  amount  of  revenue  upon 
the  subject-matter  of  the  bill,  and  nothing 
further.  They  must  stop  there  *,  and  whether 
it  is  convenient  or  inconvenient  for  them  so 
to  do  is  not  a  question  submitted  to  their  dis- 
cretion or  their  judgment. 

This  is  the  right  and  privilege  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  coming  directly  from  the 
people;  and  therefore  it  is  a  right  and  prerog- 
ative of  the  people  themselves.  The  Senate 
has  the  right  to  amend  a  bill  which  we  send  to 
them  by  insertion  of  anything  that  we  would 
have  a  right  to  do  upon  a  bill  whioh  they 
might  send  to  ns  Ujpon  a  given  subject ;  that  ia, 
to  amend  that  bill  in  anything  belonging  to 
the  body  of  the  bill  itself.  I  speak  now  of 
parliamentary  right.  Suppose  they  send  us  a 
bill  on  a  particular  subject,  would  it  not  be  an 
invasion  of  their  rights  if,  under  the  pretense 
of  an  amendment,  we  should  send  them  a  bill 
embracing  an  entirely  different  subject-matter, 
not  germane  to  the  matters  embraced  in  the 
bill  which  they  sent  us?  Although  there  may 
be  no  constitutional  provision  regulating  such 
proceeding  in  ordinary  bills,  yet  1  assert  that 
sueh  action  on  our  part  would  be  a  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  the  Senate }  it  would  be  a 
proceeding  of  the  House  of  which  the  Senate 
would  have  a  right  to  complain.  Legislation 
properly  proceeds  upon  the  theory  that  either 
House  may  originate  a  bill  and  the  other  to 
exercise  a  revisory  and  amendatory  power 
on  the  legislative  provisions  which  are  fitted 
to  carry  that  particular  measure  in  the  bill 
into  effect,  and  not  to  ingraft  upon  the  bill 
new  and  independent  legislation.  To  do  that 
is  a  sort  of  legislative  trick  which  is  beneath 
the  body  originating  it,  and  insulting  to  the 
body  whose  bill  is  thus  manipulated. 

Suppose  the  Senate  should  send  us  a  bill  in 
relation  to  crimes  and  offenses  against  the 
United  States,  and  that  thereupon  we  should 
send  back  to  them  an  amendment  regulating 
the  revenue  of  the  Government,  would  not 
any  man,  even  without  any  constitutional  pro- 
vision upon  the  subject,  say  that  that  would 
be  improper  legislation,  that  it  would  not  be 
treating  the  coordinate  legislative  body  with 
that  respect  to  which  it  is  entitled  ?  I  submit 
that  question  to  the  fair  judgment  of  the  House 
and  the  country. 

How  much  stronger  is  the  point  when  the 
Constitution  for  wise  reasons,  which  are  famil- 
iar to  every  student  of  our  constitutional  his- 
tory, has  provided  that  upon  a  certain  subject 
the  Senate  shall  not  act  in  any  way  as  the 
originator  of  measures.  To  illustrate  to  the 
House  that  this  action  of  the  Senate  is  a  mat- 
ter of  grave  oonsequence,  beoause  it  is  the 


result  of  a  deliberate  attempt  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  to  usurp  a  jurisoiotion  which  does 
not  appertain  to  them,  let  me  recall  attention 
to  the  fact  that  at  the  spring  session  of  this 
Congress  we  sent  to  the  Senate  a  bill  for  the 
repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  only. 
Thereupon  the  Senate  directed  one  of  its  com- 
mittees to  sit  during  the  recess,  whose  special 
duty  it  was,  not  to  revise  the  whole  subject  of 
finance  and  revenue,  but  from  external  duties 
and  internal  taxation  ;  and  the  result  of  that 
revision  by  their  committee  is  now  added  to 
the  bill  about  tea  and  coffee  only,  as  an  amend- 
ment, which,  in  my  judgment,  and  I  trust  in 
the  judgment  of  the  House,  is  a  clear  depart- 
ure from  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Sen- 
atCy  and  clearly  trenches  on  the  constitutional 
privileges  of  the  House.  I  am  sorry  that  fail- 
ing voice  prevents  me  from  further  attempt  at 
elucidation  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  now  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Maynard.] 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a 
question  of  so  grave  importance  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  passed  over  in  a  light  or  hasty  man- 
ner. While  on  the  one  hand  we  should  sedu- 
lously guard  the  privileges  of  the  House  to  see 
that  they  are  not  encroached  upon  from  any 
quarter,  it  is  equally  important,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  we  should  preserve  the  comity 
between  the  two  Houses.  I  would  seek  to 
avoid  any  course  which  would  tend  either  to 
interrupt  that  comity  or  to  impair  our  dignity, 
pperogatives,  or  privileges. 

The  CoHBtitution,  in  article  one,   seotiim 

seven,  provides  that — 

"AH  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the 
iioase  of  RepreseDtalives :  but  the  Senate  may  Dro- 
pose  or  concur  with  amendments  as  on  other  bills.'' 

The  rule  is  so  clear  that  there  can  be,  and 
isi  no  room  for  construction.  The  only  ques- 
tion is  whether  it  applies  to  this  case,  and 
whether,  by  the  recent  action  of  the  Senate 
upon  Hoqse  bill  No.  1537,  this  rule  has  been 
contravened.  It  matters  little  what  reasons 
may  have  dictated  the  incorporation  of  that 
provision  in  the  Constitution  ;  it  is  there.  It 
matters  little  how  important  or  unimportant 
gentlemen  may  suppose  it  to  be ;  it  is  there, 
clear  and  unmistakable;  it  is  imbedded  in 
the  structure  and  organization  of  the  legis- 
lative branch  of  this  Government,  and  it  is 
our  duty  to  execute  it,  to  see  that  the  rule  is 
maiutained  in  its  true  spirit  and  meaningi 
that  it  is  not  evaded  by  any  formal  adherence 
to  the  letter,  while  the  real  intent  and  purpose 
are  disregarded. 

In  the  early  part  of  this  session  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  reported,  and  this 
House  passed  this  bill  entitled '*  An  act  to  re- 
peal existing  duties  on  tea  and  coffee.''  The 
bill  in  its  terms  provided — 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  aot  all  tea 
and  coffee  imported  fVom  foreign  countries  into  the 
United  States  shall  be.  and  the  same  are  hereby, 
admitted  free  of  duty. 

It  now  comes  back  to  as  with  its  title  changed 
to  '^  An  act  to  reduce  existing  taxes.''  Our 
provision  for  removing  the  duties  from  tea  and 
coffee  is  amended  so  that  it  shall  take  effect 
upon  the  1st  of  July  next,  and  there  is  an  ad- 
ditional provision  relating  to  tea  and  coffee 
which  may.  be  in  store  and  bonded  warehouses 
on  that  day.  Then  follow  sections  two,  three, 
four,  five,  six,  and  seven,  entirely  different — 
different  in  their  subject-matter,  and  different 
in  the  scope  and  intent  of  the  legislation  which 
they  contemplate. 

The  bill  we  passed  had  no  reference  to  the 
increase  or  diminution  of  taxes  except  infer- 
entially  and  as  a  consequence.  The  object 
of  the  House  as  a  matter  of  fact,  and  as  our 
discussions  on  that  day  proved,  was  solely  to 
admit  these  two  articles  of  general  consump- 
tion, tea  and  coffee,  into  the  country  free  of 
duty.  Upon  that  as  a  text  and  pivotal  point  the 
Senate  have  thought  proper  to  hang  a  whole 
system  of  financial  le^fislation,  looking  not 
only  to  a  general  revision  of  all  our  duties 
on  imports,  but  also  g^ng  into  the  internal 


tax  system  and  entirely  revolntioaizing  and 
remodeling  it. 

I  submit,  if  this  be  allowed  to  prevail  ai 
our  interpretation  of  the  eooatitiiiaonal  meao- 
ing  of  amendments  which  may  be  attached  by 
the  Senate  to  House  bills,  then  thie  provision 
in  the  Constitution  is  a  simple  nallity.  All 
the  Senate  would  have  to  do  when  it  wiahed  to 
initiate  legislation  touching  the  raising  of 
revenue  would  be  to  take  some  bill  from  the 
House,  no  matter  what,  amend  perhaps  by 
striking  out  the  original  and  attaching  to  it 
such  a  measure  as  Siey  might  deTise,  add  a 
title  to  it  to  suit  the  matter,  and  send  it  back 
as  an  amendment  under  this  provision  of  the 
Constitution.  1  do  not  think  that  ia  the  iroe 
intent,  meaning,  and  spirit  of  thia  clanae  in 
the  Constitution,  and  so  belieying,  I  am  con- 
strained, against  my  inclination  and  feelins, 
to  support  this  resolution.  And  I  confer 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  so  with  relactance.  I  have 
always  seen  with  great  pain  anything  which 
looked  like  a  controversy  between  thia  House 
and  the  Senate.  Under  my  convictions  of  the 
true  spirit  and  meaning  of  the  GonstitntioB, 
I  feel  compelled  to  sustain  the  resolution  sub- 
mitted by  the  gentleman  from  MaaeachuseUii 

Mr.  DAWES.    I  now  yield  the  reaaaioiiif 

£ortion  of  my  time  to  the  genilemaa   from 
[aine,  [Mr.  Hjlle.] 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  posiUon  the 
House  is  evidently  disposed  to  take  on  thti 
grave  question  is  not  one  of  mere  technical- 
ities. The  restriction  in  the  Conatituiion  is 
one  of  the  gravest  importance  embodied  in 
that  instrument,  as  has  been  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawbs 
and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gabfield, 
in  order  to  counterbalance  the  pqwerof  the 
Senate.  Now,  this  restriction  as  to  the  ri^kt 
of  originatiag  revenue  bills  ia  worth  ooihiag 
to  the  House  unless  it  carriee  with  it — and  it 
seema  to,  me  this  is  the  force  of  the  restric- 
tioQ — %  limitation  of  the  right  of  the  Senate 
to  amend.  The  House  has  the  sole  right  of 
originating  Revenue  bills.  If  that  right  is  good 
for  anything,  it  must  carry  with  it  the  right  of 
selecting  the  objects  upon  which  revenue  is  to 
be  raised,  and  ii  that  is  the  force  of  the  prir- 
ilege  gives  to  the  'House,  then  the  privilege 
of  amendment  must  necessarily  be  restrict^ 
to  the  sulject- matter  ^hich  the  House  has 
selected  and  embraced  in  its  revenoe  bills: 
so  that,  to  my  mind,  the  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion put  by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Peters j  is 
clear  and  distinet,  the  constructioii  ia  literal, 
that  any  amendment  of  the  Senate  must  be 
confinea  to  the  subject-matter  selected  by  the 
House  in  the  exercise  of  its  prerogative  aa  the 
popular  body,  and  to  the  objecta  of  taxation 
which  it  has  embraced  in  ita  revenue  bill. 

In  the  discussion  which  arose  in  1832  upon 
Mr.  Clay's  resolution,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on^  ManulJBLCtures,  which  reported  & 
revenue  bill  to  the  Senate,  I  find  the  fol- 
lowing words  used  by  Mr.  Mangum,  a  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina,  showing  tiiat  that 
Senator  seems  to  have  struck  on  this  at  the 
interpretation  of  the  extent  of  the  privilege 
of  the  House.     I  will  read  what  he  says  : 

'*And  besides,  if  there  be  any  meanins  in  that 
part  of  the  Constitution  which  requires  that  rev- 
en  no  bills  shall  be  originated  in  the  other  braDeh 
of  Ct)nercBe,  I  suppose  it  to  mean  that  the  imme- 
diate Kepresentativm  of  the  people  shall  be  as  veU 
the  judges  of  the  proper  ohjeete  of  taxation  as  of 
the  amount  of  the  revenue.  Indeed,  ikn  sel«ctia& 
of  the  oluects  of  taxation  is  not  onlj  the  bk^ 
nndoubtea,  but,  in  fkct,  the  most  interesting  pover 
of  the  other  Housed' 

Here  is  the  answer  to  all  queetioos  as  to  tbe 
limitation  of  the  right  of  the  Senate  to*ameod ; 
that  amendments  of  the  Senate  shall  be  con- 
fined to  tbe  objects  which  the  House  selects  in 
whatever  bills  it  may  seud  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAWES.     How  much  time  have  1  left? 

The  SPEAKER.     Three  minutes. 

Mn  DAWES.  I  yield  the  floor  to  any 
gentleman  who  may  dtsiiv  it. 

Mr.  WOOD,  it  is  certaialj  veiy  exeditable 
to  the  Hooae  that  in  a  question  w^ioh  apptars 
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to  have  excited  the  pride  of  the  House  the 
discassion  progreflsea  with  so  much  temper, 
and  so  miicb  calmness,  and  I  may  say  with  so 
mnch  ability.  I  have  not  risen  to  follow  the 
gentlemen  who  have  addressed  the  House  in 
the  line  of  argnmeut  they  have  pursued,  so 
much  as  to  express  an  apprehension  that  the 
proposed  action  by  the  resolution  now  before 
us  may  embarrass,  if  not  defeat  entirely,  the 
passage  of  any  tariff  bill  at  this  session  of 
Congress;  which,  in  my  judgment,  would  be  a 
great  public  calamity,  and  very  disastrous  to 
the  interests  of  the  country. 

I  assume  that  the  House  will  pass  this  reso- 
lution, and  I  assume  that  it  will  pass  it  with 
entire  unanimity.  I  also  assume  that  there 
are  two  sides  to  this  question.  I  cannot  make 
the  violent  presumption  that  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  coula  have  adopted  this  amend- 
ment to  our  bill  had  it  not  been  Batis6ed,  from 
its  view  of  its  own  power,  that  it  had  the  con- 
stitutional authority  to  do  it  The  seventh 
section  of  the  Gonstituiion,  as  it  has  been 

2 noted  in  this  discussion,  has  given  to  the 
loose  the  entire  power  to  originate  revenue 
bills.  It  has  been  said  that  that  is  taken  from 
the  English  system,  where  the  House  of  Com- 
mons has  not  only  the  entire  power  to  origin- 
ate those  bills,  but  where  the  House  of  Lords 
cannot  amend  such  bills  at  all.  When  our 
Constitution  wefit  further,  and  sAid  that  the 
Senate  may  propose  or  coticnr  with  amend- 
ments, it  was  a  modification  of  the  English 
system  to  that  extent.  Now,  It  is  said  here 
that  the  Senate  cannot  originate  revenue  bills. 
Nobody  disputes  that.  I  apprehend  that  there 
18  no  member  of  the  other  House  of  the  Legis- 
lature who  disputes  that. 

But,  under  the  second  clause  of  that  sec- 
tion, the  power  is  claimed  to  propose  amend* 
ments  and  to  amend.  We  are  told  here  that 
thoee  amebdments  must  be  pertinent  to  the 
sabject-matter  of  the  bill.  The  subject-matter 
is  what  ?  Revenue.  The  exclusive  power  in 
the  House  is  to  originate  revetiue  bills,  and 
anything  that  appertains  to  revenue  certainly 
is  the  subject-matter  of  a  revenue  bill. 

Why,  sir,  what  has  been  the  practice  of  Con- 
gress for  a  series  of  years  with  re^rence  to 
Senate  ameudmentt  to  House  bills?  Our 
ordinary  appropriation  bills  have  been  amended 
in  the  Senate  by  incorporating  into  them 
clauses  repealing  existing  law,  and  not  per- 
taining in  any  way  whatever  to  the  subject- 
matter  of  the  appropriation.  And  there  are 
instances  on  instances  where  the  Senate  has 
gone  so  far  as  to  introduce  entirely  original 
legislation  in  the  body  of  an  appropriation 
bill,  and  in  which,  when  the  bill  came  back 
to  this  House,  the  House  has  concurred  in  it. 
Therefore  the  practice  of  the  House  and  the 
practice  of  the  Senate  has  been  that  the  Sen- 
ate have  gone  very  far  in  excess,  in  my  judg- 
ment, of  the  constitutional  provision,  which  is 
that  the  amendment  shall  go  to  the  subject- 
matter,  which  is  in  this  case  purely  of  a  reve- 
nue character. 

But,  sir,  this  question  has  been  argued  very 
ably  on  that  Bide.  I,  for  one*  am  disposed 
to  stand  here  firmly  in  behalr  of  the  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  the  popular  branch  of 
this  Qovernment.  I  have  for  some  time 
looked  with  apprehension  and  jealousy  on  the 
flowing  tendency  to  centralization  atthe  other 
end  of  this  Capitol,  and  at  the  other  end  of 
this  avenue.  I  have  witnessed,  in  the  course 
ot  my  experience  in  public  life,  a  great  deal 
of  concentration  of  power  tip  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, by  the  making  of  local,  municipal,  and 
State  powers  subsidiary  and  entirely  tribu- 
tary and  subordinate  to  a  power  not  known,  to 
the  Government  of  the  country  at  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  This  body,  which 
is  responsible  to  the  people,  which  goes  every 
two  years  to  the  people  for  its  indorsement  by 
the  vote  of  the  people— this  body*  in  my 
judgment,  should  have  the  exclusive  and  sole 
power  to  raise  revenue  and  to  impose  taxes. 
And  when  the  other  body  aesumes,  even  in  the  { 


remotest  degree,  to  encroach  upon  the  pfe- 
rogatives  of  this  House,  I  would  have  this 
House  act  with  entire  unanimity  and  harmony 
in  maintaining  its  own  rights  under  the  Coti- 
stitution  of  the  United  States. 

But,  sir,  how  does  this  question  here  present 
itself  to  the  American  people  ?  We  have  been 
five  months  iu  session,  i  our  Cotnmittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  been  four  mohths  in 
consideration  of  the  great  question  of  the  tariff, 
and  although  this  House,  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  upon  two  or  three  occasions  have 
passed  isolated  tariff  bins.that  committee  has 
ikiled  to  report  any  tariff  bill,  ot  any  bill  fbr  a 
modification  of  the  tariff. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Perhaps  it  may  not  be  im- 
proper fbr  me  to  state,  as  the  gentleman  says 
he  agrees  with  the  position  we  take,  although 
he  expresses  some  apprehension  that  we  may 
not  be  able  to  reach  the  tariff  question,  that 
there  is  every  prospect  that  Jihe  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  will  report  a  bill  in  a 
week. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  am  sure  the  country  as  well 
as  the  House  will  be  delighted  to  hear  that 
there  is  a  prospect  of  a  proposition  from  that 
committee  at  last.  My  apprehension,  when 
the  gentleman  ofl^red  the  resolution  to  sum* 
marily  dispose  of  the  Senate  bill,  was  that  the 
effect  would  be  to  hinder  or  obstruct  a  final 
agreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  a  tariff  bill 
at  all.  Now,  it  is  due  to  the  whole  country 
that  we  dispose  of  the  subject  at  once.  It  is 
due  to  the  importing  interests,  so  far  as  tea 
and  coffee  are  concerned,  that  we  dispose  of 
that  qnestion.  This  House  has  once,  twice, 
thrice  voted  by  large  majorities  in  favor  of 
taking  the  duty  off  those  articles  at  once,  and 
the  Senate,  In  mv  judgment,  have  not  done 
what  they  should  have  done  in  not  acting 
sooner  on  the  question,  altogether  and  finally. 
Bat  if  we  are  to  have  a  tariff  bill,  if,  as  the 
chairman  says,  he  will  report  a  bill  this  week 
and  We  can  take  it  up,  then  the  apprehension 
I  had  as  to  the  result  of  this  pt'oposition  is  to 
that  extent  dissipated  and  done  awavwith.  I 
can  only  Say  further  that  I  hope  the  House 
will  be  unanimous  in  favor  of  this  resolution. 
It  is  our  right,  it  is  our  duty,  our  constitutional 
right  and  constitutional  duty  to  maintain  the 
prerogatives  that  belong  to  us  under  the  exist- 
ing Constitution. 

I  now  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Hoar.] 

Mr.  HOAR.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  mat- 
ter, I  think,  of  deep  importance.  The  posi- 
tion which  the  Senate  has  taken  on  this  and 
kindred  questions  threatens  the  permanence 
of  the  Senate  itself.  If  this  leginlation  be 
admitted,  this  House,  who  represent  the  peo- 
ple, give  Up  to  the  Senate,  who  represent  the 
States,  the  great  equivalent  which,  in  the  form- 
ation of  the  Constitntion,  was  given  by  the 
small  States  to  the  large  States  in  cobsider- 
ation  for  their  equality  in  the  Senate.  As  has 
been  already  said,  the  Convention  of  1787 
twice  nearly  ended  its  labors  in  disorder  in 
consequence  of  its  failure  to  agree  Upon  this 
matter.  The  representatives  of  the  large 
States  outnumbering  those  of  the  small  States 
in  that  Convention  at  fir^t  as  six  to  three,  and 
afterward  as  six  to  five,  refused  to  yield  the 
principle  of  the  equality  of  the  States  in  the 
Senate,  and  it  was  not  until  this  equivalent 
of  the  originating  power  by  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  money  bills  was  affirmed 
that  through  that  compromise  harmony  was 
reached. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  is  the  position  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States?  First,  l^ 
undertaking  to  make  of  a  revenue  bill  sent 
there  by  this  body  a  substantially  new  meas- 
ure, it  claims  to  originate  for  all  practical 
purposes  a  money  bill  in  defiance  of  the  ex- 
press provision  of  the  Constitution.  It  has 
with  the  consent  of  this  House  deprived  the 
Representatives  of  the  people  in  the  organisa- 
tion of  every  new  House  of  the  right  to  assem- 
ble for  nine  months  to  inquire  into  public 


grievances  or  to  make  now  laws.  In  these 
two  ways  the  constitutional  powers  of  this 
House  are  diminished  fbr  the  advantage  of  a 
body  not  representing  the  people  but  the 
StateSj  and  representing,  therefore,  in  its  major- 
ity ofUn  a  minority  of  the  American  people. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Senate  turns  to  the 
President,  and  not  only  claims  its  constitutional 
power  of  approving  or  disapproving  his  rec- 
ommendations ft)r  executive  offices,  but  also 
demands  that  the  Senators  of  each  State  shall 
dictate  to  the  President  who  he  shall  recom- 
mend for  judicial  and  executive  offices  within 
that  State.  And  then  its  members  claim,  as 
a  matter  of  courtesy  fVom  eaeh  other,  that  no 

gerson  who  Is  not  approved  by  the  particular 
enator  shall  be  connrmed  by  his  colleagues 
in  that  body. 

The  executive  powers  of  this  Govex'nment 
are  wielded,  hot  by  the  President,  but  by 
subordinates.  The  body  which  controls  both 
appointment  and  removal  of  these  subordinates 
controls,  in  the  last  tesort,  the  Executive  it- 
self. The  Constitution  conteuiplates  that  the 
people  once  in  four  vears,  electing  a  President 
by  a  majority  of  thefrnumber,  may  change  the 
administrative  part  of  the  Government. 

The  result  of  this  most  unconstitutional 
claim  is  this :  that  while  the  Constitution  pro- 
vides that  a  majority  of  the  people,  speaking 
through  an  Electoral  College,  may  elect  the 
Executive,  the  powers  of  the  Executive  are  in 
substance  transferred  to  a  body  not  represent- 
ing the  people,  but  representing  the  States ;  to 
a  body  not  chosen  by  the  people,  but  chosen 
by  the  Legislatures  of  the  States;  not  changed 
once  in  four  Vears^  but  at  different  and  more 
distant  periods ;  to  a  body  which  for  execu- 
tive purposes  meets  in  secret,  so  that  the  act 
of  each  individual  Senator  is  unknown,  and  he 
acts  without  responsibility  either  to  the  people 
or  even  to  public  opinion. 

Now,  I  say  that  the  result  of  this  absorbing 
in  a  single  branch,  not  elected  by  popular 
m^hod,  not  rept^sentin^  a  majority  of  the 
American  people,  of  these  great  powers,  ex- 
ecutive and  legislative,  will  certainly  have  the 
effect  to  overthrow  the  present  construction  of 
that  body  itself.  The  new  States  which  are 
created  are  large  States,  larger  in  territory  and 
hereafter  soon  to  be  larger  in  population  than 
mauy  of  the  other  States  ;  and  they  never  will 
tolerate  the  equality  of  Rhode  Island  or  Dela- 
ware, Vermont  or  Connecticut,  With  States  like 
NewYork  or  California,  or  other  States  as  they 
will  be  hereafler,  in  the  administration  sub- 
stantially of  powers  legislative  and  executive 
under  the  American  Constitution.  Just  so 
sure  as  the  position  which  the  other  branch 
asserts  in  regard  to  these  measures  is  success- 
Itilly  asserted,  just  so  sure  the  Democratic 
instincts  of  the  American  people  will  rise  and 
in  some  way,  through  the  Constitution  or  over 
it,  overthrow  the  great  principle  of  the  equality 
of  the  States  in  the  othet  branch  of  the  Ameri- 
can Congress.  How  it  will  be  done  I  do  not 
venture  to  predict ;  but  that  it  will  be  done  is 
as  sure  as  that  the  American  people  in  the 
future  will  love  equality  and  democracy. 

For  myself  I  should  regret  to  believe  that 
that  provision  of  the  Constitution  which  de- 
clares that  the  equality  of  no  State  in  the  Sen- 
ate shall  be  taken  away  without  its  consent  by 
any  constitutional  amendment  is  hereafter  to 
be  destroyed.  I  like  the  Constitution  as  it  is ; 
I  respect  and  cherish  the  powers  of  the  Sen 
ate  as  they  are.  And  for  that  reason,  for  their 
sake,  I  call  upon  the  House  to  guard  at  the 
threshold  any  attempt  to  extend  them  or  to 
invade  the  prerogatives  of  this  House,  which 
are  in  substance  the  prerogatives  of  the  Ameri- 
can people. 

Why,  just  look  at  one  fact  There  exists 
to-day,  with  regard  to  our  present  Executive, 
some  more  or  less  of  public  discontent.  Mem- 
bers of  his  own  party,  who  aided  in  electing  him, 
find  fault  with  his  administration  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  are  about  assembling  in  conven- 
tion, separate  from  their  other  political  asso- 
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dates,  to  give  expression  and  effect  to  that 
discontent.  With  (hat  discontent  I  do  not  in 
the  least  share.  Bat  I  cannot  avoid  seeing 
it,  and  I  cannot  avoid  endeavoring  to  study 
the  causes  of  it.  And  what  are  those  causes? 
What  are  the  faalts  imputed  to  the  present 
incumbent  of  the  executive  office  by  these 
discontented  members  of  his  own  party? 
Every  gentleman  who  has  looked  at  the  sub- 
ject will  agree  with  me  that  the  faults  imputed 
to  him  are  not  chiefly  faults  in  the  administra* 
tion  of  those  executive  functions  which  he  has 
administered  left  to  his  own  instincts  and  his 
own  responsibility,  but  they  are  faults  in  the 
administration  of  those  functions,  the  selec- 
tion of  subordinate  officers  or  other  functions 
which  have  been  usurped  from  him  by  this 
most  unconstitutional  and  irregular  claim  and 
dictation  to  which  I  have  alluded.  For  per- 
mitting this  usurpation,  the  American  peo- 
ple far  more  than  the  President  is  to  blame. 
He  desired,  as  he  announced  amid  general 
approbation  when  he  began  his  administra- 
tion, to  obey  the  popular  will  whenever  he 
could  learn  it.  How  is  he  to  be  blamed  if  he 
takes  as  the  true  exponents  of  that  will  in  the 
different  States  the  men  whom  the  people -of 
those  States  maintain  in  their  highest  places 
of  confidence? 

Now,  I  trust  that  this  House;  I  trust  that 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  the 
future,  whoever  he  may  be;  I  trust  that, 
behind  and  above  all,  the  American  people, 
will  hold  that  body,  as  it  will  this  body,  and 
as  it  will  the  Executive  himself,  to  a  strict, 
rigid  adherence  to  the  requirements  of  the 
Constitution,  and  will  jealously  keep  all 
within  the  limits  which  the  Constitution  pre- 
scribes. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  now  ^eld  to  my  colleague 
[Mr.  Brooks]  for  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  BUOOKS,  of  New  York.  I  rise  only 
to  set  right,  as  a  matter  of  history,  a  great 
man,  Henry  Clay,  who  in  his  day  was  called 
'*the  tribune  of  the  people;"  and  the  more 
anxious  am  I  to  do  that  because  his  name  has 
been  used  in  the  other  branch  of  Congress  for 
the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  constitutionality 
of  the  bill  now  under  consideration.  In  1832 
Mr.  Clay  introduced  into  the  Senate  a  bill  in 
most  respects,  if  not  in  all,  similar  to  this ;  a 
long  bill  reducing  the  revenue,  nay,  abolishing 
the  revenue  at  me  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per 
annum  from  1832  to  1840. 

So  far  as  Mr.  Clay  appears  upon  the  public 
records,  he  would  seem  to  have  supported  and 
sanctioned  that  bill ;  but  I  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  and  the  country  to  the  unwritten 
fact,  of  which  I  am  cognizant,  connected  with 
the  parliamentary  transactions  of  that  day. 
In  1832  we  were  upon  the  brink  of  civil  war. 
South  Carolina  had  nullified  the  tariff  acts, 
and  was  in  arms  for  the  purpose  of  resisting 
the  Federal  law.  At  that  time  Mr.  Clay  made 
up  his  mind  that  in  order  to  preserve  the 
Union  and  avoid  civil  strife  it  would  be  a  wise 
measure  to  abolish  the  tariff  and  to  accompany 
that  abolition  by  what  was  called  the  '^torce 
bill."  In  other  words,  to  use  his  own  lan- 
guage, he  proposed  in  the  tariff  bill  to  hold  out 
the  olive  branch  of  peace  to  South  Carolina, 
and  in  the  *^  force  bill ''  to  hold  out  the  sword. 

Under  the  organization  and  rules  of  this 
House  it  was  as  impossible  at  that  day  to  act 
rapidly  and  in  order  as  it  is  at  the  present 
time.  To  arouse  and  excite  the  attention  of 
the  country,  and  to  have  an  audience  pf  the 
House  of  liepresentatives,  the  legitimate  tri- 
bunal to  discuss  this  bill,  Mr.  Clay  introduced 
in  the  Senate  the  compromise  bill  of  1832.  I 
well  recollect  that  the  Hall  of  the  House  was 
on  that  occasion  almost  evacuated,  members 
thronging  into^  the  Senate  to  hear  the  great 
discussion  which  then  arose  between  Mr. 
Webster  on  the  one  side  against  the  compro- 
mise bill,  and  Mr.  Clay  on  the  other  in  sup- 
port of  it.  The  debates  of  that  day  are  not 
reported  beyond  such  brief  statements  as  the 
Associated  Press  of  this  day  gives  of  oar  pro- 


ceedings. But  the  discussion  was  full  and 
ample,  touching  hardly  at  all  upon  the  consti- 
tutional question  here  presented,  but  relat- 
ing mainly  to  the  merits  and  demerits  of  that 
bill. 

Men  who,  like  Mr.  Forsyth  of  Georgia,  were 
in  favor  of  the  compromise  bill,  opposed  its 
introduction  into  that  body  as  unconstitutional, 
while  Mr.  Clay  feebly  supported  it.  Mr.  Clay 
was  one  of  the  greatest  parliamentarians  of  his 
day ;  but  he  was  a  man  who,  in  order  to  carry 
a  measure,  but  little  respected  parliamentary 
forms  in  their  technical  aspect,  though  he  was 
at  heart  devoted  to  the  Constitution.  By  his 
ability  and  eloquence  he  succeeded  in  convert- 
ing the  House  of  Representatives,  which  had 
been  opposed  to  his  measure ;  it  was  never 
necessary  to  convert  the  Senate,  for  that  body 
was  always  upon  his  side.  When  he  became 
satisfied  that  the  House  of  Representatives  was 
in  favor  of  his^ill,  he  (I  think  on  a  Thursday 
or  Friday)  abandoned  the  bill  in  the  Senate, 
saying  that  he  would  not  press  it  further  there. 
He  handed  over  the  identical  bill  to  his  per- 
sonal friend,  Mr.  Letcher,  of  Kentucky,  who 
on  the  following  Monday,  if  I  recollect  aright, 
secured  a  suspension  of  the  rules  in  the  House, 
and  the  bill,  with  little  or  no  discussion,  was 
sent  to  the  Senate,  where  Mr.  Clay  took  charge 
of  it,  and  the  discussion  was  resumed  upon  the 
merits  of  the  bill  alone  as  a  tariff  measure. 
Mr.  Clay  himself  never  expected  to  carry  that 
measure  in  the  Senate  independently  of  the 
House.  His  personal  friends  and  associates 
were  cognizant  of  that  fact.  Certainly  I,  as  one 
of  those  intimately  connected  with  him  at  the 
time,  was  cognizant  of  it,  for  he  told  me  and 
others  that  the  onlv  means  he  had  of  arousing 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  the  country 
was  by  discussion  in  the  Senate,  which  would 
compel  action  upon  the  matter  in  the  House. 

If  Mr.  Clay  were  alive  at  this  day  I  am  quite 
sure  he  would,  as  the  great  tribune  of  the  peo- 
ple, join  in  taking  the  action  which  this  House 
IS  now  about  to  take.  I  have  made  these  re- 
marks solely  because  the  written  history  of  the 
country  would  seem  to  imply  the  contrary; 
but  the  unwritten  history  of  the  period  to 
which  I  have  referred — and  unwritten  history 
is  oflen  more  important  than  written  history — 
satisfies  all  who  were  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Clay  at  that  time  that  his  only  object  in  intro- 
ducing the  tariff  bill  in  the  Senate  was  what 
I  have  stated. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  yield  five  minutes  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Campbell.] 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Mr.  Speaker^  I  do  not 
propose  to  enter  into  any  discussion  of  the 
principles  involved  in  the  resolution  now  be- 
fore the  House.  They  have  been  so  ably 
discussed  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Oarfield,] 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Dawes,]  and  by  others,  that  I 
deem  it  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  anything 
upon  that  point.  I  wish  merely  to  state  to  the 
House  what  was  the  action  of  this  body  some 
sixteen  years  ago,  when  a  similar  aggression 
npon  its  rights  was  attempted  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate.  At  that  time  Mr.  Hunter,  of 
Virginia,  was  the  chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Senate. 

As  is  well  known  to  the  members,  the  ap- 
propriation and  the  revenue  bills  were  at  that 
time  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  but  have  since  been 
divided.  Mr.  Hunter  introduced  into  the 
Senate,  I  believe,  the  entire  series  of  appropri- 
ation bills.  They  were  considered,  at  least  two 
of  them,  and  perhaps  more,  acted  on  by  that 
body,  and  sent  to  the  House.  When  they  were 
reached  in  the  ordinary  course  of  business  on 
the  Speaker* s  table — ^acting  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple by  which  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  seems  to  be  actuated  now,  that  of  guard- 
ing the  prerogative  and  the  constitutional 
rights  of  tne  House — the  chairman  of  the  then 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  without  any 
consultation  with   the  committee  whatever, 


when  these  bills  were  reached,  moved,  vbi 
they  were  read  by  their  titles,  to  lay  tbemoo 
the  table,  and  the  House,  according  to  oj 
recollection,  without  any  division,  but  b;  cod- 
mon  coiisent,  laid  the  bills  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Thou  vere 
appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL.  Yes,  sir;  they  were 
money  bills.  A  motion  was  then  made  to  re- 
consider that  vote,  and  it  was  laid  apoD  ihe 
table,  and  there,  Mr.  Speaker,  those  bills  k&Te 
ever  since  slept  the  sleep  of  death.  The  Sen- 
ate considering  the  prompt  and  very  decided 
action  of  the  House,  abandoned  the  id«a  of 
considering  any  more  appropriation  bills,  and 
there  was  an  end  of  it. 

I  desire  to  say  in  conclusion  that  I  am 
glad  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Dawes,]  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  here,  has  offered  this  resolu- 
tion and  made  this  motion.  It  is  more  gra 
ciouB  and  polite  than  the  action  of  the  Hook 
on  a  former  occasion,  because  the  actiuo  tbea 
was  simply  one  intended,  as  I  have  good  rei- 
sop  to  know,  to  operate  as  a  sort  of  rebuke, 
so  to  speak,  on  that  body,  for  attempting  lo 
encroach  on  these  constitutional  rights  of  tbe 
people's  Representatives.  I  am  glad  there  ii 
a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  House,  st  007 
rate,  to  pass  this  resolution. 

My  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wood]  hii 
intimated  his  fears  that  we  would  not  besble 
to  reach  revenue  reform.  I  feel  as  netfooj 
and  as  anxious  as  any  gentleman  on  that  sub- 
ject; but  I  would  forego  any  revenoe  reform 
at  this  session,  and  look  to  the  future,  ntlier 
than  allow  the  Senate  to  encroach  a|)oo  ibe 
constitutional  right  and  privilege  of  this  body 
to  originate  money  bills.  This  attempt  is  is 
unison  with  the  spirit  of  encroachmeot  wkiek 
is  gradually  growing  and  increasing,  wbicb  is 
drawing  to  tbe  few  the  power  of*  the  msnj, 
and  endangering  the  public  liber.y.  T\a 
rights  of  the  States  and  the  rights  of  the  peo^ 
pie  and  the  rights  of  this  House  are  io  danger 
if  that  spirit  be  not  repressed ;  and  I  hope  ibe 
resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Msssachii- 
setts  will  pass  without  any  opposition  ou  ihii  ^ 
side  of  the  House. 

MBSSAQB  VROM  THK  8CNATI. 

A  messa^  was  received  from  the  SenttCt 
by  Mr.  Sympsox,  one  of  its  clerks,  DOtifjing 
the  House  that  that  body  had  passed  withoot 
amendment  a  bill  (H.  It.' No.  1588)  to  cbssge 
the  time  for  holding  the  spring  term  of  tl^e 
United  States  circuit  and  district  courts  si 
Harrisonburg,  Virginia. 

It  further  announced  that  the  Senate  bsd 
passed  a  bill  (S.  No.  641)  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  entitlea  "An  act  for  tbe 
final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in  tlK 
States  of  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Missoori, 
and  for  other  purposes ;"  in  which  the  coucar- 
rence  of  the  Honse  was  reauested. 

PRIVILBOKS  OF  THI  BODSK. 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  now  yield  to  my  collesgoei 

[Mr.  POTTBR.] 

Mr.  PO  ITER.  Mr.  Speaker.  I  do  not  rjs« 
to  question  what  has  been  asserted  upon  both 
sides  of  the  House  this  morning  with  so  moej 
unanimity  in  respect  of  the  prerogatives  *w 
rights  of  this  House  to  originate  revenue  bn* 
For  myself  I  accept  what  has  been  adnn«» 
in  that  regard.  W  hatever  right  of  amendmeut 
the  Senate  may  have  in  respect  of  rewjo* 
measures,  assuredly  it  cannot  extend  to  grvi- 
ing  so  great  a  tree  as  this  they  now  send  us  os 
so  small  a  sprout  as  our  original  bill  was^ 

I  am  also  glud,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have  htvi 
from  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [»^ 
Hoar]  the  remarks  which  he  madein  reip<^ 
of  the  other  branch  of  Congress,  and  bisreiej" 
ence  to  the  dangers  into  which  ihe  Senate  ( 
assumption  of  extraordinary  powers  is  lesdm? 
us*  It  was  all  very  well,  sir,  to  have  a  Sensje 
with  two  representatives  from  each  State  »w* 
there  were  sovereign  States.  While  that  cos- 
dition  continued,  a  Senate  with  two  msmberi 
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from  each  State,  whether  large  or  small;  a 
Seuate  with  the  small  States  entitled  to  equal 
Tepresentation  with  the  large  States,  was  a 
wise  provision  of  government.  But  when  it 
comes  to  centralizing  in  Congress  all  the  sab- 
atantial  power  of  Government,  then  the  propri- 
ety of  such  a  provision  is  quite  another  thing. 

To-day,  sir,  a  majority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  are  inhabitants  of  I  think  eight 
of  the  larger  States,  and  are  represented  in 
the  Senate — a  body  of  seventy-four  members 
— by  but  sixteen  Senators,  while  there  are 
nearly  sixty  Seiiators  from  States  having  a 
noinority  of  the  whole  people.  The  necessary 
result  of  this  is  that  the  legislation  of  this 
country  is  controlled,  and  must  continue 
under  the  present  system  to  be  controlled, 
by  the  representatives  of  a  minority,  and  a 
aniall  minority  at  that,  of  the  whole  people. 
This  condition  of  things  cannot  long  continue. 
£itber  we  must  get  back  to  the  sovereignty  of 
States,  or  we  must  get  forward  to  popular 
representation  in  the  Senate. 

For  myself,  in  common  with  those  who  think 
with  me  in  respect  to  the  danger  of  centraliz- 
ing here  all  the  powers  of  Government,  I 
fihould  be  glad  to  preserve  to  the  States  the 
fullest  powers  they  have  possessed  siuce  this 
Government  was  established,  and  to  largely 
limit  and  localize  the  powers  exercised  by 
the  Federal  Government.  But  if  that  cannot 
be  had,  and  the  revolution  we  have  passed 
through  of  late  years  seems  to  indicate  that 
the  original  powers  of  the  States  are  not  to  be 
preserved,  and  that  the  range  of  the  powers 
of  the  Federal  Government  is  not  to  be 
abridged,  we  must  then  go  forward  in  the 
other  direction,  and  it  will  not  be  long,  I  think, 
betore  it  will  in  that  event  be  found  necessary 
to  secure  popular  representation  in  the  Sen- 
ate; and  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(]Mr.  Hoar]  is  right  in  saying  that  everv  new 
assumption  of  power  by  the  Senate,  whether 
in  respect  of  the  Executive  or  the  popular 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  will  hasten  that 
time  when  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio,  with  some  twelve  millions  of  people, 
-will  no  longer  submit  to  be  equaled  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  by  States 
whose  aggregate  population  does  not  reach 
half  a  million. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  add  one 
word  in  reference  to  the  remarks  of  my  col- 
league on  my  right,  ^Mr.  Wood,]  as  to  the 
importance  of  immediate  revenue  legislation. 
As  he  has  rightly  suggested,  the  great  interests 
of  the  country  are  to-day  paralyzed  by  the 
action  of  this  House  and  the  subsequent  ac- 
tion of  the  Senate  on  the  very  bill  which  has 
given  rise  to  this  discussion,  in  all  the  great 
commercial  centers  of  the  country  men  with 
their  entire  fortunes  at  stake  are  kept  in  daily 
trepidation  as  to  what  changes  are  to  be  made 
in  these  important  missions  for  raising  reve- 
nue. For  myself,  I  am  opposed  to  taking  off 
the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee.  The  proposition, 
as  I  think,  was  a  trap  ingeniously  set  by  those 
who  favor  protection  in  which  to  ensnare  those 
who  favor  a  reduction  of  duties  and  sesk  real 
revenue  reform,  and  into  which  trap,  I  regret 
to  say,  too  many  of  our  friends  on  this  side 
of  the  House  have  fallen.  But  however  that 
may  be,  whatever  may  be  the  final  determina- 
tion  of  Congress  in  respect  of  that  measure, 
one  thing  is  certain,  and  that  is  that  whatever  is 
done  in  that  regard  should  be  done  quickly. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  yield  five  minutes  to  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Kitchib.] 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  confess,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  I  approach  this  subject  with  some  diffi- 
dence, i  am  not  clear  that  the  Senate  has 
transcended  its  privileges.  It  is  a  fallacy,  I 
submit,  to  compare  that  body  to  the  House  of 
Lords.  On  the  contrary,  the  Senate  is  con- 
stituted for  the  better  protection  of  popular 
rights,  as  involved  and  embodied  in  the  State 
organizations,  and  the  danger  of  centralization 
in  this  country,  I  apprehend,  is  not  in  the 
Senate  so  much  as  it  Is  in  the  House.    The 


small  States  are  in  danger  of  having  their  sov- 
ereignty ignored  and  overpowered  by  the  large 
States  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Now,  sir,  the  right  to  originate  is  not  the 
right  of  absolute  control.  It  is  a  great  right. 
It  is  a  great  power.  The  Senate  must  sit  pow- 
erless until  the  House  originates;  and  it  is  not 
likely  that  in  this  popular  branch  the  big 
States,  whose  rights  it  is  said  were  to  be  sub- 
served by  this  provision,  will  be  overpowered 
by  the  small  ones.  It  is  not  likelv  that  any 
bill  will  orip;inate  in  this  House  with  the  large 
representation  from  New  York,  Pennsylvania, 
and  other  such  States,  that  will  do  the  large 
States  iigustice.  But  when  a  bill  originates 
in  this  House  which  maj  oppress  the  small 
States,  when  Pennsylvania  or  New  York  pro- 
poses to  raise  revenue  at  the  expense  of  Dela- 
ware and  Rhode  Island,  then  they  may  look 
for  assistance  to  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol ; 
then  the  constitution  of  the  Senate  may  be 
invoked  for  the  protection  of  the  popular 
rights  which  by  this  action  of  the  House  to* day 
it  is  sought  to  maintain. 

Further,  sir,  the  right  of  the  Senate  when 
a  revenue  bill  is  once  originated  is  iust  as 
specifically  given,  and  is  just  as  sacred  a  one 
for  the  protection  of  the  smaller  States — its 
right,  I  say,  to  "propose  or  concur  with 
amendments''  is  just  as  sacred  as  the  right 
of  the  House  to  *'  originate."  The  rights  of 
the  two  branches  are  plainly  and  specifically 
stated.  This  House  must  originate.  This  House 
alone  originates.  But  when  the  House  origin 
ates,  the  Senate  '*  may  propose  or  concur  with 
amendments  as  on  other  bills." 

Now,  sir,  what  are  the  limits  of  the  Senate 
amendments?  They  are  the  limits  of  parlia- 
mentary construction.  They  are  just  those 
limits  which  would  apply  according  to  the 
rules  of  parliamentary  construction  if  a  bill 
were  proposed  and  any  member  here  were  to 
offer  an  amendment.  The  question  then 
would  be  whether  the  amendment  was  ger- 
mane; and  as  there  is  no  limitation  of  this 
power  of  propositions  and  concurrence,  an 
amendment  carries  with  it  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  parliamentary  construction.  It 
IS  those  amendments  that  parliamentanf 
usages  and  law  permit  only  that  can  be  added. 
The  question,  to  my  apprehension,  is  whether 
the  Senate  has  proposed  an  amendment 
which  in  parliamentary  law  would  be  germane 
to  the  subject.  Now,  sir,  that  is  the  only 
question,  it  seems  to  me,  for  us  to  determine, 
whether  the  Senate  has  exceeded  its  prerog- 
atives or  not. 

If  any  gentleman,  when  the  bill  in  relation 
to  tea  and  coffee  was  pendios  in  this  House, 
could  have  offered  the  amendments  that  the 
Senate  has  attached  to  the  bill,  I  do  not  see 
where  the  discrimination  can  be  drawn,  the 
Senate  having  the  power,  as  on  all  other  bills, 
to  propose  amendments  to  a  bill  of  this  char- 
acter when  it  has  been  originated.  If  their 
amendment  be  germane  to  the  bill  which  was 
originated  in  the  House,  I  do  not  see  where 
the  limitation  on  the  power  of  the  Senate 
applies.  I  confess,  as  I  said  before,  that  I 
approach  this  question  with  diffidence,  espe- 
cially when  the  pride  of  the  House  is  invoked 
and  ihis  resolution  is  in  the  interest  of  popu- 
lar rights;  but  popular  rights  are  to  be  con- 
served, in  my  judgment,  by  maintaining  the  just 
prerogatives  of  the  Senate  for  the  protection 
of  the  small  States. 

Mr.  DAWKS.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Before  the 
gentleman  does  that,  I  desire  to  ask  him  a  prac- 
tical question  of  great  importance  to  thecouu* 
try.  If  I  understand  tne  facts,  and  if  I  am 
wrong  I  hope  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  will  correct  me,  we  have 
passed  two  bills  repealing  the  duty  on  tea  and 
coffee.     Is  not  that  so  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.    The  House  has. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  To  one  of 
our  bills  the  Senate  h»?e  appended  these 


amendments.  There  is  left,  if  I  am  correctly 
informed,  another  bill  in  the  Senate  on  which 
the  Senate  can  act  immediately  if  they  so 
choose,  to  repeal  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee 
without  bringing  that  bill  back  to  the  House ; 
so  that  by  laying  this  bill  upon  the  table  we 
do  not  delay  the  repeal  of  the  duty  on  tea  and 
coffee  on  which  it  is  claimed  there  is  a  neces- 
sity for  immediate  action.  Am  I  not  right  in 
the  statement  of  these  facts  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.  Not  only  so,  but  it  would  be 
utterly  impossible  to  effect  the  repeal  of  the 
duties  on  tea  and  coffee  by  considering  this 
bill  in  less  time  than  two  or  three  weeks,  fox 
under  the  rules,  of  the  House  the  bill  must  go 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union,  out  of  which  it  cannot  come,  so 
long  as  any  member  desires  to  offer  amend- 
ments, except  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  such  gratifying  unan- 
imity of  sentiment  in  support  of  the  preroga- 
tives of  the  House  that  I  desire  to  call  the 
previous  question  on  the  resolutions,  and  I 
shall  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  their 
adoption. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man at  what  time  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  will  probably  report  a  tariff  bill? 

Mr.  DA wES.  I  suggested  a  moment  ago, 
in  reply  to  the  gentleman's  collesgue,  [Mr. 
Wood,]  that  I  had  every  reason  to  hope  that 
in  the  course  of  a  week  we  should  be  able  to 
submit  a  report,  and  I  will  say  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  while  cognizant 
of  the  fact  that  the  House  are  very  impatient 
for  the  consideration  of  this  subject,  have 
addressed  themselves  with  untiring  zeal  to  the 
work  assigned  to  them,  and,  I  will  say  in  re- 
spect to  sll  the  members  of  that  committee 
but  myself,  with  a  fidelity  to  their  conviction 
which  has  not  deserved  any  reproach  at  the 
hands  of  this  House. 

Mr.  COX.  Oh,  I  did  not  mean  to  reproach 
the  gentleman. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  know  the  gentleman  did 
not. 

Mr.  COX.  I  only  spoke  in  the  interest  of 
stability  of  legislation. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of 
the  resolutions  again. 

The  resolutions  were  again  read. 

Mr.  SPEBR,  of  Pennsylvania.  Is  not  the 
first  resolution  divisible? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  if  the  previous 
question  be  sustained. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and 
the  main  question  ordered,  being  upon  agree- 
ing to  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Dawes. 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken ;  and  there 
were — yeas  158,  nays  9,  not  voting  78  j  as  fol- 
lows: 

YBAS— Messrs.  Acker.  Ambler.  Ames,  Arthur, 
Averill.  Barber.  Barry.  Beatty,  BeolL,  Beveridge, 
Bigby.  Austin  Blair,  Braxton,  George  M.  Brooks, 
James  Brook*,  Buckley,  Buffinton.  Burehnrd.  Bur- 
dett,  Benjaintn  F.  Butler,  Roderick  R.  Butler, 
Caldwell,  Campbell,  Carroll.  Cocblan,  Conger.  Cox, 
Critcber,  Crocker,  Crosel and.  Davis.  Dawes,  Don- 
nan.  Dox,  Da  Bose,  Duke,  Dunnell.  Kame«.  Kly, 
Farosworth.  Farweil.  Finkelnburg,  Gbarlen  Foster, 
Wilder D.  Foster.  Frye.  Garfield,  Qarrett,  Qets.OoU 
laday,  Griffith,  Ualdeman,  Hale,  Ualsey.  llaudley. 
Harper,  Georce  B.  Harris,  John  T.  Harris,  llawlcy. 
Hay,  Gerry  W.  Haselton,  John  W.  Hatelton,  Here- 
ford, Hemdon,  Hibbard.  Hill,  Hoar,  Uoiman, 
Hooper,  Houghton,  Keliey.  Kerr.  Ketoham,  Lami- 
son.  Lansing,  Manson,  Marshall,  Maynard.McCrary, 
McGrew,  MoUenry,  Mcint^'re.  MoNeely,  Merour, 
Merriam.  Merrick,  Beojauiia  F.  Mevers,  Monroe. 
Moore,  Morey,  Morphis.  Leonard  Myers.  Negiey, 
Niblack,  Orr,  Fackard.  Packer,  Palmer.  Hosea  W. 
Parker,  Isaac  C.  Parker,  Peck.  Pendleton.  Aaron 
F.  Perry.  Bli  Perry.  Piatt,  Porter.  Potter,  Kaioey, 
Bdward  Y.  Rice,  John  M.  Rice,  Ellis  U.  Roberts, 
William  R.  Roberts,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Rusk.  Sar- 
gent, Sawyer,  Sessions,  Shanks,  Sherwood,  Shober, 
Slater.  Slocum.  H.  Boardman  Smith,  John  A.Smith, 
WorthingtoD  0.  Smith.  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Stark- 
weather. Stevens,  Storm,  Stoughton,  Swann,  TalTe, 
Terry,  Dwight  Townsond,  Turner,  Tathill.Twichell, 
Tyner,  Upson.  Van  Tramp.  Vaughan.  Wakeman, 
Wolden,  Wallaoe.  Warren,  Wells,  Wheeler.  White- 
ley.  Whitthorne.  WiUard,  Winchester,  Wood,  and 
Younr-lSS.  _  ^ 

NAY&-Messis.  Arshsr.  Conasr,  Haaks.  KendaU, 
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Lewie,  McCormiok,  Read.  Rltehie.  and  R.  Milton 
Speer— 9. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Adams.  Banks.  Barnum, 
Bell,  Biffgs.  Bingham,  Bird,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles, 
Bright,  William  T.  Clark.  Freeman  Clarke.  Cobb, 
Coburn.  Comineo,  Cotton.  Crebs,  Creely,  Darrall. 
Dc  Laree,  Dickey,  Buell.  Eldredge.  Elliott.  Forker. 
Henry  D.  Foster.  Goodrich.  Hambjeton.  Hancock, 
Uarmor.  Havens,  Hays.  Kellog?.  Killinger,  King. 
Kinsella.  Lamport.  Leacb.  Lowe.  Lynon,  McCleU 
land.  McJunkin,  McKee,  MoKinney^  Mitchell. 
Morgan,  Perce,  Peters.  Poland.  Price.  Prindle.  Ran- 
dall, Roosevelt,  Scofield,  Seeley.  Sheldon,  Shella- 
barger.  Shoemaker.  Sloss.  Snapp.  Snyder.  Sprague, 
Stevenson,  StowelL  Strong,  St.  John.  Sutherland, 
Sypher,  Thomas.  Washington  Townsend.  Voorhces, 
Waddell,  Waldron.  Walls.  Williams  of  Indiana. 
Williams  of  New  York,  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  and 
John  T.  Wil8on—78. 

So  the  resolutioas  were  adopted. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  said:  I  desire  to  state  that 
my  colleagae,  Mr.  Harmbr,  is  absent  with  his 
committee,  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia.  He  wished  me  to  say  that  if  he 
were  present  he  would  vote  for  these  resolu* 
tions. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolutions  were  adopted ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDBR  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  NBGLEY.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

Mr.  McCRARY.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege,  and  propose  to  call  up  a  contested- 
election  case. 

SECURITY  OF  LIFE  ON  STEAMBOATS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Neolby]  having  called  for  the 
regular  order  of  business,  the  House  will  re^ 
sume  the  consideration  of  the  unfinished  busi^ 
nesfl  of  Thursday  last,  being  House  bill  Jifo, 
2116  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *^An  act  to 
provide  for  the  better  security  of  life  on  board 
of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam,  and  for  other  purposes,*'  approved 
February  28,  1871.  By  order  of  the  House 
this  bill  is  made  the  special  order,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  questions  of  privilege  and  all  other 
orders,  except  reports  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  and  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

All  steamers  notoarrying  sail,  or  riffsed  for  oarry- 
ing  sail,  when  moorodi  or  aground,  or  at  anchor, 
shall  exhibit,  between  sunset  and  sunrise,  a  bright 
white  light  in  a  globular  lantern,  at  least  eight 
inches  in  diameter,  and  elerated  at  least  twenty 
feet  above  the  satfaco  of  the  water,  which  shall  be 
so  placed  as  to  show  a  clear,  uniform,  and  unbroken 
light,  visible  all  around  the  horicon,  and  at  a  dis- 
tance of  at  least  one  mile;  and  upon  all  navigable 
waters  each  and  every  coal-boat,  trading-boat, 
produce-boat,  canal-boat,  oyster- boat,  fishing-boat, 
raft,  or  other  Water-craft  navigating  any  bay,  har- 
bor, or  river,  by  hand-power,  horse-power,  sail,  or 
by  the  current  of  the  river,  or  which  shall  be  an- 
chored, or  aground,  or  moored  in  or  near  the  chan- 
nel or  fairway  of  any  bay.  harbor,  or  river,  or  on 
any  coal  or  wood-boats  moored  at  any  shore  or 
landing,  there  shall  be  carried  from  sunset  to  sun- 
rise one  or  more  good  white  lights,  which  shall  be 
placed  in  a  oonspiouous  place  on  said  water-craft, 
so  that  it  may  be  plainly  seen  by  all  approaching 
vessels. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  amend  by  striking  ont  the  words  '^hand 
power"  in  the  portion  of  the  paragraph  just 
read,  which  now  reads,  **  or  other  water-crafi 
navigating  any  bay,  harbor,  or  river,  by  hand- 
power,  horse- power,  sail,'*  &c. 

Mr.  NBGLEY.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

And  every  sailing  vessel  that  shall  be  navigated 
Without  complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  sec- 
tion shall  forfbitand  pay  a  sum  of  not  exceeding  KKK), 
One  half  to  go  to  the.informer;  and  for  which  sum 
the  vessel  so  navigated  shall  be  liable,  and  may  be 
seised  and  proceeded  against,  byway  of  libel,  in  any 
district  court  of  the  United  States  having  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  offense. 

Mr.  MERC  (JR.  I  move  to  amend  the  para- 
graph just  read  by  striking  out  the  words 
**  one  half  to  go  to  the  informer." 


Mr.  NEOLBT.  I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  vae  not  agreed  to  ;  upon  a 
division — ayes  twenty  eight,  noes  not  counted. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  t 

Fog-signals : 

The  following  rales  presoribing  fog^rignaU  shall 
be  observed  by  all  steamers,  sailing  yessels.  and 
other  craft : 

Bvery  steamer  when  under  way  shall  use  a  steam- 
whistle.  Sailing  vessels,  and  all  other  water-eralt 
and  rafts,  shall  use  a  fog-horn. 

Mr.  STORM.  I  move  to  amend  the  para* 
graph  just  read  by  inserting  after  the  word 
**  water-craff  the  words  **  of  five  tons  meas- 
urement and  over ; "  also  to  fnrther  amend  by 
inserting,  afterthe  words  ^'fog-horn,*'  theworcU 
*' which  shall  not  be  sounded  by  the  action 
of  the  lungs.''  If  so  amended  the  paragraph 
will  read : 

Every  steamer,  when  under  way,  shall  use  a  steam- 
whistle.  Sailing  vessels,  and  all  other  water-craft 
of  five  tons  measurement  and  over,  and  rafts,  shall 
use  a  fog-horn,  which  shall  not  be  sounded  by  the 
action  of  the  lungs. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  hope  the  House  will  not 
agree  to  that  amendment,  for  it  is  in  the  inter- 
est of  a  great  monopoly  that  has  been  lobbying 
this  House  ever  since  this  bill  has  been  under 
consideration,  endeavoring  to  have  some  pro- 
vision adopted  here  that  shall  protect  tneir 
Farticnlar  method  of  manufacture.  And  while 
was  quite  willing  the  other  day  to  admit  such 
an  amendment,  npon  reflection  I  do  not  want 
it  adopted  now. 

Mr.  STORM.  An  objection  was  raised  the 
other  day  by  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  BtTTLERj  to  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  which  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to 
meet  without  some  amendment  My  amend- 
ment is  not  in  the  interest  of  any  monopoly  ; 
I  have  purposely  worded  it  so  that  it  cannot 
be  in  any  such  interest — cannot  be  construed 
into  any  such  meaning.  My  <imeiidment  is 
proposed  in  the  interest  of  human  life  and 
property.  It  is  well  known  that  in  many  cases 
of  accidents  there  is  more  or  less  fright  at  the 
time  they  occur. 

There  is  a  well-known  case  on  record,  that 
of  the  loss  of  the  Chesapeake  in  her  engage- 
ment with  the  Shannon  in  1813.  When  Captain 
Lawrence  saw  the  ships  were  likely  to  failfbul 
of  each  other  he  directed  thiB  bugleman  to  call 
the  boarders.  The  bngleraan  was  a  negro,  and 
was  so  alarmed  at  the  effects  of  the  conflict 
that  he  was  completely  paralyzed  by  fear  and 
was  unable  to  sound  a  note.  In  fifteen  minutes 
the  men  of  the  Shannon  boarded  her  and  took 
the  crew  of  the  Chesapeake  prisoners. 

Only  a  year  ago  the  Cunard  steamer  Aleppo 
ran  into  the  bark  Merrimack  in  Boston  harbor. 
The  Merrimack  was  sounding  a  mouth-horn, 
bnt  was  not  heard  by  those  on  board  the 
steamer.  The  steamer  was  compelled  to  pay 
$1,840. 

in  many  other  cases  collisions  have  occurred 
because  the  persons  whose  duty  it  wasto  sound 
these  horns  were  in  a  state  of  excitement, 
paralyzed  by 'fear,  and  utterly  unable  to  give 
the  required  signal.  I  do  not  see,  therefore, 
how  the  requirements  of  this  act  can  be  car- 
ried out  nnless  we  allow  these  parties  to  em- 
ploy something  more  than  a  mere  mouth-horn 
to  give  this  warning.  My  amendment  does 
not  look  to  the  interests  of  any  set  of  men 
who  may  mannfactnre  peculiar  instruments. 
Any  horn  that  is  sounded  by  any  mechanical 
contrivance  maybe  adopted  by  parties  in  pur- 
suance of  this  provision.  I  nope  that  the 
amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  NBGLEY.  I  have  no  doubt  my  col- 
league [Mr.  8torm]  is  sincere  in  his  state- 
ments ;  but  he  has  not  all  the  information  I 
possess  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ask 
that  the  ameiidment  be  again  read. 

The  Clerk  again  read  the  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  amendment  is  really 
divisible.  Does  the  gentleman  fVom  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Nboletj  desire  a  separtite  vote 
Qpon  the  two  portkmfl  of  it? 


Mr.  NBGLEY.  No,  sir;  1  object  to  iti 
being  divided,  because  it  proposes  to  mak«  « 
discrimination  as  to  this  exaction  between  ih« 
different  classes  of  vessels. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  will  inquire  whether  the 
Honse  has  not  already  taken  some  sctios  on 
the  subject  now  under  eonsideration  ?  It  witg 
my  impression  that  it  was  disposed  of  the 
other  day. 

Mr.  STORM.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  POTTER.  At  any  rate,  I  should  h 
very  glad  to  hear  more  fully  upon  this  point 
from  the  gentleman  having  charge  of  this  bill. 
My  impression  is,  however,  agamst  the  amend- 
ment. I  am  rather  inclined  to  think  that  peo- 
ple who  are  upon  a  sailing  vessel  in  a  fog,  and 
are  not  able  to  get  ont  of  the  way  of  a  steamer, 
are  always  very  anxious  to  make  all  the  noiie 
they  can  for  their  own  preservation.  I  am 
sure  that  whenever  I  have  been  upon  s  re9^\ 
under  sach  circnmstances  I  have  always  be«D 
desirous  to  awist  those  having  charge  of  tbst 
department  of  navigation  in  creating  as  muck 
din  as  possible,  in  order  to  draw  attention  lo 
onr  sitoation  and  to  avoid  being  mn  dovp. 
In  this  matter  I  am  inclined  to  rely  npoo  the 
natural  instinct  of  self  preservation  on  ib^ 
part  of  those  who  may  be  npon  a  sailing  ret- 
seL  Henoe  I  am  not  disposed  to  snpport  the 
amendment;  and  if  the  gentleman  from  Penn* 
sylvan ia  [Mr.  Njsoley]  will  say  that  he  \lw 
carefully  examined  this  subject,  and  thai  no 
provision  on  this  subject  is  necessary  her^od 
what  is  already  contained  in  the  bill,  I  ehill 
vote  against  the  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken  on  tbeamendneiK 
of  Mr.  Storm,  it  was  not  agreed  to,  there 
being — ayes  twenty-three,  noes  not  connted. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Bxo.  91.  That  all  vessels  of  the  United  State*,  ud 
all  T«0BelB  while  naWgatiac  within  th«  jariadtctioa 
of  the  Uoited  StaUst,  shall  be  auli^eet  to  the  Uw»  '^f 
the  United  States  In  respect  to  prerentiog  colIUwc^ 
on  the  water,  and  to  the  rules  and  rctalatinos  oiaii* 
in  parBoance  thereof  for  that  porpoic  And  erefy 
sea-Koiog  ateam  yesael,  subjeot  to  the  naTisatws 
laws  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  rules  ao'i  rt-s- 
ulationa  aforesaid,  shall,  when  under  vaT./x<H>pt 
oti  the  high  seaa,  be  under  the  control  aad  direeti^^D 
of  pilots  licensed  bv  the  inspeotors  of  sieambo&u. 
And  no  State  or  municipal  soyernment  shall  impede 
upon  pilots  of  steam  ressels  herein  provided  foraiiT 
obliffation  to  procure  a  State  or  other  lieeose  in  m- 
dition  to  that  issued  by  the  United  States,  nor  aof 
other  regulation  or  regulations  which  will  impfti« 
such  pilots  in  the  pefformanee  of  their  datie?,u 
required  by  this  aot:  nor  shall  any  pilot  charge!  k 
levied  by  any  suoh  authority  upon  any  i^«*f^J, 
piloted  as  herein  provided ;  and  in  no  case  ^uili 
the  foesi  charged  for  the  pllotsge  of  any  steam  t*" 
exceed  the  customary  or  legally  estabjiihed  ratei » 
the  State  where  the  same  ia  performed. 

Mr.  MERBI AM.  I  move  to  amend  the  wo- 
tion  just  read  by  adding  thereto  the  following: 

Ptomded,  however.  That  nothing  in  thii  act  sba^l 
be  Qonstrued  to  annul  or  affect  any  regulation  es- 
tablished by  the  law  of  any  Sute  requirinc  Tes??i^ 
entering  or  leaving  a  port  in  any  such  State,  olnjr 
than  coastwise  steam  vescels,  to  take  a  pi[ot  doi? 
licensed  or  authorized  by  the  lawt  of  sach  biate,  or 
of  a  State  situate  upon  the  waters  of  such  btate. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  move  to  amend  the  smead 

ment  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  MfftRUK]  bj  add 

ing  thereto  these  words : 

Bnt  the  master  of  any  saoh  veael  sb^^.'^l  Y 
required  to  take  any  particular  pilot,  but  *j^^r 
at  liberty  to  select  as  pilot  any  pUot  licensed  byiw 
State. 

Mr.  MERRI  AM.  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  now 
considerinfl;  one  of  the  most  importsnt  por- 
tions of  this  entire  measure,  without  the 
incorporation  into  this  bill  of  the  pronston 
which  I  have  submitted,  which  is  subsisDiial'y 
a  reSnactment  of  the  existing  law  on  this  sna 
ject,  the  whole  bill  will  be  compsratifeiy 
inoperative ;  and  therefore  I  desire  to  present 
a  few  self-evident  facts  bearing  upon  this 
suWect. 

Pilotage  is  a  necessity  of  commerce.  A 
perfect  system  of  pilotage  is  necessarj  tor  the 
safety  of  property  and  life.  The  intricacy  ol 
and  constant  chances  in  coast  navigation  rea- 
der it  impossible  for  one  navigator  to  pi'"* 
his  ship  safely  into  all  ports.  This  resp""?' 
bility  must  be  transferred  to  men  edncated  ^''^ 
the  work,  and  who,  making  it  their  profcffljooi 
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devote  their  lives  to  it.  Their  work  is  so 
ardaoos,  and  in  certain  seasons  so  dangerous, 
that  the  experi^ce  of  oentaries  ha^  demon- 
strated the  necessity  of  conferring  upon  them 
the  monopoly  of  their  trade.  As  early  as  the 
fourteenth  centniy  laws«were  propcialgated,  and 
aioce  ix^orporated  v^  nearly  every  maritime 
code,  rendering  it  compulsory  pn  the  master 
of  a  flhip  to  employ  a  pilot  when  sailing  near 
a  coast. 

There  is  prohably  no  better  disciplined  body 
of  men  in  the  wprld^  in  any  pirofession,  than 
our  State  pilots. 

The  pilot's  life  is  one  of  hardship,  wild  ro- 
mance, and  danger*  None  bat  brave  men 
enter  that  service,  $iu4  yet  their  present  pay, 
which  would  be  greatly  reduced  by  Uiis  pro- 
posed change  in  existing  laws,  is  to  my  mind 
inadequate  to  the  services  rendered.  The 
average  pay  of  New  York  pilots,  is  a  trifle  less 
than  two  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

I  doubt  if  there  is  a  ipau  in  this  House  who 

■  would  respond  to  a  pilot  signal  in  the  storms 

of  December^  8^  bo%rd  a  ship  at  the  peril  of 

his  life,  ^  the  gain  of  a  cargo  of  gold.    A 

Silot  mu^  bo;ard  the  first  vessel  that  signals : 
e  has  no  choice.  He  must  brave  danger  (and 
peat^ence  if  need  be)  to  take  into  port  the  first 
signaling  ship.  The  very  life  of  a  pilot,  like 
tI;Le  petrel,  is  s|^en,t  sliding  on  the  waves.  He 
muu  ^l^  f^  ^13  pijo^-grouad  in  all  weathers 
witji  4n  finxious  qpjtlo^  for  the  coming  ship. 
J&yery  J^p9^  f^TI^  li^recked  and  the  lives 
of  piloi^  ^rific^d  to  .duty.  Men  who  peril 
their  lives  amid  tlie  wildest  storms  of  ocean 
^Ql,d  .ft  il^t  be  protected  in  the  integrity  of 
tjpiieix  org^m^i^tlbn.  It  is  true  it  is  a  monopoly 
under  existing  lajBK^,  but  it  is  a  monopoly  of 
a  }i(e  of  h^4  ^Rfk  f^^  danger.  Seven  to  ten 
yef^*  ^j)prei|;^cepthip  is  required  before  a  pilot 
can  revive  a  li9eo9e.  He  enters  upon  duty 
at  the  s^e  pf  twenty- ei^hC,  and  retires  at  fifty-. 
siXf  a  wor^-jout  mim.  American  shiprowners 
and  im^erwriters  dp  not  complain  of  the  pilot 
or  the  existinil  l^w^.  It  is  an  attack  madie  by 
English  qfiptains  and  English  ship-owners,  to 
bre^  up  cjupre^nt  system.  It  is  but  another 
attempt  oi  Englishmen  to  break  down  and 
override  the  safeguards  of  American  com- 
merce. 

BngllLiiMl  1  I'h.o  in  all  her  shameless  wars  of 
commerce  h4#  alternately  played  the  coward 
and  the  V^7}  a^cl  ^^o  i<^  *^^^  greed  of  con- 
quest for , the  g^iApf  trade  has  recorded  on  the 
oro^  of  English  ciyilizatiqn  some  of  the  black- 
est crltue^  ia  hunian  history.  Englishmen! 
whop  such  noblemen  as  Joiin  Bright  could 
not  mfluencp^  ey^.  hoped  to  see  this  vast  exper- 
iment of  uii^versal  liberty  fail.  They  skulked 
in  craven  cowf rdjce  behind  disaster  up  to  the 
jin&nt  Republic  and  struck  her  a  blow  at  an 
hour  when  all  our  energies  were  concentrated 
to  self-pceseryatioo.  Our  Republic  reeled ,  but 
did  not  fall.  To-day  we  stand  erect  and  proud 
before  the  natipps  of  earth.  The  slumbering 
energies  of  a  mighty  people  wait  at  Geneva  a 
trinmph  tliat  dignifies  the  highest  attributes  of 
man — a  trinmph  to  r^est  on  tiiepage  of  history, 
greater  and  gmnder  than  if  we  were  battering 
down  the  walls  of  London  or  scuttling  ships 
on  the  Thames.  It  will  be  Uie  triumph  of 
manly  right  ov;er  fi, coward  wrong  f  liberty  over 
monarchy. 

England  swept  our  commerce  from  the 
se^iS.  In  the  year  187.1  ^we  hundred  and  fifty- 
thre0  foreign  steamers  arrived  and  nineteen 
hundred  and  thirty  •  three  sailing  ships.  Foreign 
steamer^  p2^4  pij(otage,  $118,d83  62;  sailinj^, 
$219,401  36 ;  total,  $338,384  98.  American 
ste^oaers,  $11,029  83 ;  sailing,  $105,843  14: 
totaJ,  $116,872  97.  Shenow  seeks,  in  her  greed 
of  money,  to  bre^  down  our  per^cted  system 
of  pilotage  to  demoralize  a  necessary  adjunct 
to  our  reatoratiou  aa  mistress  of  the  seas — ^a  sys- 
tem which  for  more  than  thirty  yew's  has  won 
the  admiration  of  all  our  most  practical  and 
hajQQkane  men..  The  in-piloting  of  ships  em- 
braces all  weathers ;  shij^s  leave  porU  only  in 
calm  Tveattier.  It  is  OAly  just  and  right  that  the 
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pilot  who  lays  in  outer  pilot*ground  through 
storms  and  pilots  in  a  ship  should  be  allowed 
to  pilot  her  out.  It  has  been  deemed  for  so 
many  years  an  important  link  in  a  perfected 
chain  that  none  who  have  the  safety  of  life 
and  property  at  heart  will  ask  that  the  present 
law  be  repealed,  as  its  repeal  destroys  the 
present  pilot  laws.  Foreign  ship-owners  and 
captains  doubtless  could  bargain  for  outward 

Eilotage  at  one  quarter  the  price  of  in-pilolage, 
ut  it  would  demoralize  and  destroy  tne  whole 
system  if  permitted.  I  have  here  a  petition 
signed  by  all  the  underwriters  of  New  York: 

To  the  ffatue  t/  B^r^ientativM  cf  the  United  SUUet: 

The  undendMed,  noderwriten  of  the  city  of  New 
York,  reBpeQtfnlhr  represent  to  your  honorable  body 
that  by  reaaon  of  the  nature  of  their  business,  (the 
insuring  of  vessels  and  oai^oes,)  they  are  very  largely 
interested  in  the  safe  navigation  of  veesels  entering 
and  leaving  the  ports  of  the  United  States. 

That  they  learn  that  an  important  part  of  section 
fifty-one  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  18S0)  now  before  the 
House,  belDflr  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
aot  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of  life  on  board 
vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  and 
for  other  purposes/'  approved  February  28, 1871,  has 
been  straok  out ;  being  the  worda  following,  namely : 
'*  Provided,  hcwevet.  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall 
be  construed  to  annul  or  affect  any  regulation  estab- 
lished by  the  laws  of  any  State  requiring  vessels 
entering  or  leaving  a  port  in  any  snoh  State,  other 
than  coastwise  steam  .TeBsels,  to  take  a  pilot  duly 
licensed  or  authorized  by  the  laws  of  sach  State,  or 
of  a  State  situate  upon  the  waters  of  such  State/' 

That  this  provision  was  inserted  in  the  existing 
law  of  Congrese  to  prevent  collision  between  Uie 
pilots  licensed  for  steam  Teasels  by  the  United  States 
authorities  and  the  port  pilots  licensed  by  the  sev- 
eral States,  and  that  the  absence  of  that  provision 
would  injuriously  affect  the  present  State  pilot  m- 
tem  of  the  port  of  New  York,  by  depriving  the  New 
York  and  New  Jersey  State  pilots  of  the  support 
which  alone  enables  them-  to  maintain  an  efficient 
pilot  lerviee,  not  onl^  for  the  proteoUon  of  steam- 
ships engaged  in  foreign  trade,  but  also  of  the  num- 
erous sailing  ships  ana  the  three  hundred  thoasand 
passengers  and  9500.000,000  of  property  which  annu- 
ally enter  an4  leave  the  port  of  New  York. 

Your  petitioners  having  long  experience  with 
the  operation  of  the  State  pilot  system  at  this  great 

Sort  of  the  country,  and  believing  they  are  acting  in 
ehalf  of  the  great  interests  of  property  and  the  still 
greater  interests  of  human  life,  do  respectfcdly  and 
most  earnestly  ask  that  no  alteration  be  made  in 
section  fifty-one  of  the  existing  law,  but  that  said 
section  be  retained  in  fall,  without  alteration  or 
omission,  and  that  it  be  replaced  aa  section  fifty-one 
in  the  bill  in  question,  nowbeforo  the  House,  before 
it  is  put  upon  its  passage. 

And  your  petitioners*  aa  in  duty  bound,  will  ever 
pray.  Ac. 

DANIEL  DRAKE  SMITH, 
PreeidentChmmereial  Mutual  Ineuranee  Company. 
J.  p.  JONES. 
Pretident  Atlantie  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 
THOMAS  WALTER. 
Prtndent  MereajUile  Mutual  Intmranee  Company, 

ALFRED  OGDEN. 
Ft'ce  Prcndent  Orient  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 

JOHNH.LYELL. 
President  Hew  York  Mutual  Insurance  Oompany, 
WILLIAM  R.  CORNELL, 
Marine  SeereUirv  Phenias  Jnsuranoe  Company. 

President  Paeifie  Mutual  Ineuranee  Coms>any. 
JOHN  P.  PAULISON, 
President  Sun  Mutual  Insurance  Company. 
JOHN  A.  PARKER. 
PresidetU  Oreat  Western  Insurance  Oompany, 

FERDINAND  STAQQ. 
Secretary  Union  Mutual  Insurance  Oompany, 
ROBUTSON  &  CO.. 

United  States  Lloyds. 
WALKER  &  HOLDEN, 

New  York  Lloyds, 

The  marine  insurance  companies  of  New 
York  would  make  more  money  for  their  stock- 
holders if  Uie  pilotai^e  system  were  broken 
up.  The  demoraliaation  of  the  system  would 
eanse  such'  loss  as  to  double  the  insuraoce 
charges ;  but  with  these  American  uaderwiit- 
ers,  hsmaaity  and  the  interests  of  commerce 
rise  above  the  motives  influencing  this  Eng- 
lish diotatioB. 

England,  in  a  moment  of  our  weaknass, 
flw^  our  commerce  from  the  seas.  This 
accepted  opportunity  of  a  coward  has  humil- 
iated this  great  liberty-loving  people.  This 
nation  of  energetic  workers  are  to-day  pay- 
ing tribute  to  a  Power  which  has  wrung  its 
advantage  from  our  misfortunes.   • 

We  have  been  bumiliated  in  the  loss  of  our 
commeroci  but  I  have  no  fear  that  this  Amer- 
ican Congress  will  prostrate  itself  to  the  die- 
taUoR  of  a  foreign  interest,  to  the  destruction 
of  a  home  interest  so  important  to  life  and 


property.  Thirty-seven  years  ago,  two  ships 
laden  with  human  freight,  the  Mexico  and  the 
Bristol,  went  to  pieces  in  the  breakers  of  Uock- 
away ;  over  five  hundred  lives  were  lost  in  a 
single  night.  Ever  since  then  good  men  have 
lost  no  effort  to  establish  off-ahore  pilotage, 
and  to  push  th«  pilot-ground  outside  Sandy 
Hook.  This  has  increased  the  danger  and 
duty  of  the  pilot.  Take  away  the  out-bound 
pilot  pay  antd  we  can  no  longer  expect  pilots 
to  remain  outside  Sandy  Hook. 

Destrov  this  system  by  this  proposition,  and 
we  come  oack  egun  to  the  old  diaos  of  wrecks 
and  wreckers,  of  Barnegat  pilots  and  Bune- 
gat  pirates. 

I  appeal  to  the  members  of  this  House  that 
the  honor  of  our  country,  the  integrity  of  the 
pilot  service,  the  safety  of  life  and  property 
demands. that  we  do  not  break  down  existing 
pilot  laws. 

Mr.  POTTEli.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  resist  the  amendment  of  my  colleague, 
[Mr.  Mbrriah,]  which  seeks  to  ingraft  upon 
this  bill  compulsory  State  pilotage.  All  my 
views  upon  that  question  are  in  favor  of  pre- 
serving the  powers  of  the  State  in  that  regard. 
Hence,  I  shall  not  antagonize  his  amendment. 
But  I  desire  to. have  it  modified  as  I  have  indi- 
cated, and  for  reasons  which  I  will  give  the 
House.  In  the  first  place,  this  bill  requires 
that  every  sea-going  steam  vessel,  when  not 
at  sea,  shall  be  under  the  control  of  a  pilot 
licensed  by  the  inspectors  of  steam  vessda. 
That  is  the  bill  as  reported.  Then  the  amend- 
ment of  my  colleague  provides  that  it  shall  be 
left  with  any  State  to  require  that  the  vessel 
shall  aleo  be  under  the  control  of  another  pilot 
to  be  licensed  by  the  commissioners  of  tbat 
State. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massaehnsetts.  Merely 
to  come  in  or  go  out  of  port.. 

Mr.  POTTEB.  I  mean  coming  in  or  going 
out  of  port.  The  gentleman  from  Massadhu- 
setts  [Mr.  Butler]  shakes  his  head.  I  know 
that  it  is  physically  possible  the  two  persoofi 
shall  be  united  in  one.  The  same  persoa  may 
be  licensed  as  a  pilot  by  the  in^>ector8  of 
steam  vesselsf  and  also  by  the  oommissioaers 
of  the  State,  and  therefore  the  two  authori- 
ties may  be  united  in  one  person,  but  wi^ 
the  amendment  of  my  colleague  the  lull  will 
require  a  pilot  licensed  by  both  the  Stote 
pilot  commissioners  and  by  the  inspectors  of 
steam  vessels.  Now,  what  I  desire  is,  that 
the  owners  of  steam  vessels,  if  compelled 
to  take  a  State  pilot  in  going  in  and  out  of 

f>ort,  be  allowed  to  select  from  the  persons 
icensed  by  the  State  commissioners  tne  par- 
ticular pilot  they  desire.  The  practical  diffi- 
culty to  ship-owners  without  some  such  amead- 
ment  is  this — and  I  refer  now  particularly  to 
the  harbor  of  New  York,  hj  the  act  of  Con- 
gress, passed  in  1887,  I  think  it  is  provided 
that  wherever  two  States  border  upon  any 
navigable  waters,  any  pilot  from  either  of  those 
States  may  bring  in  or  take  out  a  ship.  Now, 
in  the  bay  of  New  York,  which  borders  on  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  and  the  State  of  New 
York,  the  emplovment  of  a  New  Jersey  pilot 
or  of  a  New  York  pilot  alike  comply  with  tke 
provisions  of  this  law. 

Now,  I  understand  that  the  pilot  oommis- 
8ii>ners  of  New  York  have  establishefl  certain 
onerous  regulations  oppressive  to  ship-owners 
which  do  not  exist  in  New  Jersey,  and  which 
make  a  New  Jersey  pilot  preferred.  One  of 
these  is  that  the  pilot  commissioners  riiall  in 
effect  designate  the  person  to  bring  in  or  take 
out  a  ship. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  The  cus- 
tom is  to  take  a  pilot  out  of  the  first  pilot  boat 
which  boards  a  ship. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Undoubtedly ;  and  that  the 
pilot  who  takes  a  ship  in  may  insist  en  taking 
iter  out.    These  are  the  regulations  (refer  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  Theaeg^ 
ulation  is  that  a  steamship  coming  into  port 
ma^  select  a  pilot  out  of  the  first  pilot  boat 
which  boards  a  vessel. 
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Mr.  POTTER.  True,  and  right  here  let 
me  say  to  the  geDtleman  from  MassBchusetts 
in  reference  to  that  point  that  I  understand 
ships  have  been  boarded  five  hundred  miles 
off  the  harbor  of  New  York  by  pilots,  who 
insisted  upon  being  then  taken,  and  that  it 
seems  an  abuse  to  board  a  vessel  so  far  out  at 
sea,  whether  the  master  will  or  not,  in  order 
to  carry  her  into  New  York. 

Mr.  HALE.  The  gentleman  will 'admit 
that  that  is  an  extreme  case. 

Mr.  POTTER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Are  not 
the  fees  of  pilots  regulated  by  the  tonnage  ? 
And  if  that  be  so,  it  costs  no  more  to  take  a 
pilot  eieht  hundred  miles  off  than  to  take  a 
pilot  eight  miles  off* 

Mr.  POTTER.  But  the  pilot  has  to  be 
boarded  the  entire  distance.  He  will  have  to 
be  kept  on  board  ship  for  days. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  fees  are  regulated  by 
the  number  of  feet. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  He  boards  the 
vessel  and  the  vessel  boards  him.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  POTTER.  Besides,  when  it  comes  to 
large  steamships,  here  is  another  practical 
difficulty  as  I  am  told ;  and  that  is,  that  while 
the  pilots  may  all  be  in  possession  of  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  depth  of  water,  and  precisely 
where  the  ship  should  be  taken,  yet  it  is  not 
every  man  who  can  properly  handle  one  of 
these  large  steamships  in  the  harbor.  The 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  showed  me  a 
letter  this  morning  from  the  manager  of  the 
National  Steamship  Company  where  it  is  stated 
that  the  steamer  Spain,  I  think  the  ni&me  was, 
one  of  the  largest  of  the  ocean  steamers  coming 
into  New  York,  struck  the  bottom  twice  lately  in 
being  taken  to  sea  by  one  of  the  licensed  State 
pilots,  an  injury  which  the  owners  think  would 
not  have  occurred  had  they  been  left  at  liberty 
to  choose  their  pilot.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
amendment  oi  my  colleague,  that  a  pilot 
licensed  by  the  State  authorities  must  be  taken; 
but  I  insist  that  the  owners  of  ocean-going 
steamers  should  be  allowed  to  select  from 
among  those  licensed  by  the  State  the  particular 
pilot  for  their  ship,  because  a  man  may  thor- 
oughly understand  the  navigation  and  depths 
of  the  water  who  may  not  be  able  to  handle 
such  a  ship  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  owners: 
and  of  that  they  are  the  best  judges,  and 
parties  most  interested  to  judge  correctly; 
and  it  seems  to  me  in  the  interest  of  com- 
merce and  of  good  navigation  this  option  should 
be  preserved  to  them. 

giere  the  hammer  fell.] 
r.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.    I  desire 
to  move,  when  the  proper  time  comes,  to  strike 
out  the  portion  of  this  section  extending  from 
the  sixth  line  to  the  tenth,  as  follows : 

And  oTery  sea-goioff  ateam  vessel,  aaliject  to  the 
navigation  laws  of  the  United  States  and  to  the  rales 
and  regalations  aforesaid,  shall,  when  under  way. 
except  on  the  high  seas,  be  under  the  control  ana 
direction  of  pilots  licensed  by  the  inspector  of 
steamboats. 

What  an  inspector  of  steamboats  who  is 
appointed  to  inspect  boilers  and  engines  and 
gauges  knows  about  pilotage  is  more  than  I 
can  see.  I  agree  that  that  provision  makes 
this  bill  very  incongruous.  But  I  desire  more 
especially  to  speak  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Potter]  who 
has  last  spoken. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Will  not  inspectors  of 
steamboats  adopt  the  same  plan  as  examining 
boards,  and  invite  licensed  pilots  to  assist  in 
the  examination  ? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Precisely 
so.  That  is  what  they  may  do  ;  but  what  I 
say  is  that  if  they  do  not  know  anything  about 
it,  the  duty  should  be  in  the  hands  of  those 
who  do  know. 

I  desire  now  to  speak  -to  the  amendment 
of  tly  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Pot- 
TBB.J  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
there  should  be  a  compulsory  taking  of  pilots. 
I  know  of  my  own  personal  knowledge  that 
these  pilots  lie  off  the  coast  at  a  distance  of 


many  miles  in  stormy  weather.  They  have  to 
board  vessels  frequently  when  it  is  so  storm v 
that  a  rope  has  to  be  thrown  to  the  pilot,  which 
is  fastened  around  him,  in  order  that  he  may 
be  hauled  on  board  the  vessel.  But  it  is  pro- 
posed by  this  amendment  to  put  it  in  the  power 
of  a  captain  to  say  to  the  man  who  has  come 
on  board  his  vessel  under  such  circumstanCies 
of  peril,  "I  guess  I  won't  take  you;  I  will 
take  the  next  man,  who  is  a  friend  of  mine ;'' 
and  the  pilot,  after  periling  his  life  to  get  on 
board,  is  not  taken.  All  maritime  States  have 
found  it  necessary,  through  the  whole  history 
of  the  world,  to  have  compulsory  pilotage. 
You  compel  a  pilot  to  lay  off  and  on  a  great 
distance  out  at  sea,  because  no  body  can  tell 
how  soon  a  hurricane  may  blow  a  vessel 
ashore ;  you  compel  him  to  lie  off  and  on  in 
that  way,  and  then  when  he  has  periled  his 
life  to  get  there,  you  allow  the  master  to  say, 
*'I  won't  take  you.'' 

The  difficulty  with  the  bill  all  through  is, 
that  it  is  in  the  interest  of  steamboat  owners; 
and  I  know  that  steamboat  owners  do  not 
want  to  be  compelled  to  tiike  pilots  to  run 
their  vessels  in  and  out.  Sometimes  they 
think  their  captains  are  sufficiently  prudent, 
and  when  they  speak  of  selecting  a  pilot,  they 
mean  that  they  will  get  one  of  their  own  crew 
licensed.  That  is  precisely  what  this  means. 
It  is  against  the  interests  of  commerce  that  a 
vessel  should  not  be  compelled  to  take  a  pilot 
which  boards  her.  If  this  is  not  done  you 
let  the  great  steamboat  interest,  the  foreign 
steamboat  interest,  escape  the  tax  which  they 
ought  to  pay  for  maintaining  the  pilot  service. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Can  the  gentleman  tell  me 
how  much  is  paid  the  pilots  on  the  western 
rivers? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  am  not 
talking  of  river  vessels.  I  am  talking  of  sea- 
going steam  vessels.  That  is  the  point  we  are 
now  dealing  with.  I  really  do  not  know  how 
it  id  on  the  western  rivers ;  I  never  had  any 
experience  with  steamboat  pilots  there,  except 
when  I  put  the  irons  on  four  of  them  for  re- 
fusing to  pilot  Farragut  up  the  Mississippi  river 
when  he  went  to  Vicksburg. 

Mr.  POTTER.  You  were  in  favor  of  com- 
pulsory pilotage.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BuTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Yes,  that 
was  compulsory  pilotage.  I  have  always  been 
consistent  on  that.  [Laughter.]  I  am  now 
dealing  with  the  question  whether  these  for- 
eign steamboat  interests  shall  escape  their 
share  of  taxation  fer  the  support  of  the  pilot 
system,  which  is  vital  to  the  commerce  of 
Boston  and  New  York. 

Mr.  NEQLEY.     How  can  they  escape  it? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will 
state  how  they  will  escape  it.  Under  thts  bill 
and  the  amendment  they  are  to  be  under  the 
direction  of  a  pilot  selected  by  the  master. 

Mr.  NEGLUF.  But  he  must  be  one  who 
has  been  inspected  under  this  act. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  You 
have  pilots  inspected  under  this  act  by  the  in- 
spectors. I  suppose  under  this  system  the  in- 
spectors have  to  call  in  -some  one  to  inspect 
the  pilots. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    That  is  now  in  the  law. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  When  the 
steamboat  owners  have  got  a  man  inspected  in 
this  way,  they  take  him  simply  as  a  deck-hand 
and  carry  him  backward  ana  forward,  and  say 
they  have  a  licensed  pilot  all  the  time.  That 
is  the  way  it  is  done,  instead  of  paying  so 
many  dollars  a  ton  for  pilotage. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  They  do  not  pay  so  many 
dollars  a  ton. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  under* 
stand  they  do. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  No,  sir,  not  at  all ;  they 
pay  io  muoh  per  foot. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Yes,  and 
tonnage  is  measured  by  the  foot.  The  difficulty 
about  all  this  matter  is,  that  this  is  an  attempt 
on  the  part  of  the  foreign  steamboat  owners  to 
get  out  from  under  our  system  of  pilotage. 


That  is  the  whole  of  it    1  want  the  Sut« 
system  preserved. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Then  you  are  in  &Tor  of 
State  rights? 

Mr.  B  UTLER,  of  Massachoaetts.  I  so  ia 
favor  of  State  rights  ^  nobody  doubta  tboQt 
that.  I  am  in  favor  of  State  lighta  when 
States  have  rights. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  That  is  good  old  Demo 
cratic  doctrine. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusettt.  Tes,  u 
is  good  old  Democratic  doctrine.  I  do  not 
want  ignorant  steamboat  inspectors  to  Hceoie 
pilots. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  gentleman  will  ficd 
here  in  the  law  that  the  board  of  comminion 
ers  may  invite  some  person  to  examijie  tnd 
license  pilots. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  If  tbe 
inspector  is  not  competent  he  will  call  Bone 
one  else  in. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  That  is  the  kali  of  tite 
law. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Bntjoo 
are  fixing  a  law  now  that  these  pilots  shall  m 
licensed  by  inspectors.  Let  a  board  of  pilou 
be  organized. 

Mr.  N  EGLEY.  There  have  been  do  pibu 
objecting  to  this  provision. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Theyire 
fiot,  perhaps,  so  numerous  as  steambost  attor- 
neys, but  a  dozen  men  who  are  pilou  biic 
come  to  me  and  told  me,  and  tola  the  Hook 
through  me,  that  this  bill  is  agaiost  theii 
interests. 

Mr.  N  EGLEY.  The  only  persons  here  id 
vocating  the  passage  of  this  measure  are  Uti 
men  who  hold  office  under  it 

Mr.  COX.  The  pilot  commissioners  of  Net 
York  represent  one  hundred  and  seveoty-fiTe 
pilots,  and  they  ha^e  nresented  to  thitbodj 
.a  petition  which  has  been  referred  to  br  or 
friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Pottkb]  on  be 
half  of  this  hardy  class  of  men.  All  the  mem 
bers  from  the  State  of  New  York,  witb  tb; 
exception  of  my  distinguished  coUeagoe,  [Mr. 
Potter,]  favor  the  amendment  offered  br  oy 
colleague  from  the  Herkimer  district,  [Xr 
Mbbriam.I 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  only 
wish  to  say  that  I  have  spoken  onder  nj 
responsibility  to  the  pilots  ot  my  distriet  aed 
of  tbe  State  of  Massachusetts,  snd  I  vobM 
rather  have  almost  any  other  class  of  men  it 
the  world  that  I  know  of  after  me^  if  I  <»» 
them  any  wrong.  And  I  am  speakiDg  with  i 
full  knowledge-~a  fuller  knowledge,  my  frieufl 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  NbolbtJ  will  partion 
me  for  saying,  of  steam -going  vessels  than  he 
can  have  acquired  in  the  mountains  aronod 
Pittsburg.     [Laughter.] 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.]  , 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  have  no  tenacity  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  this  question.  Aod  a: 
an  early  day  I  propose  to  introduce  a  bju 
providing  for  a  uniform  system  of  pilotage  tur 
all  sections  of  the  country.  I  hope  there  wl' 
now  be  a  vote  on^the  pending  amendmeDtt. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  wihbe 
upon  the  amendment  of  the  geotleDsn  irtHs 
New  York  [Mr.  Potter]  to  the  ameodoMt 
of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Mbrbiax.]  . 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  will  withdraw  my  »«end 
ment  so  that  it  may  be  renewed  by  someouwr 
gentleman,  and  thus  give  some  meiDber|  vbo 
desire  to  speak  upon  it  an  opportunity  to  do  w- 

Mr.  HALE.  I  renew  the  amendmeot  to 
the  amendment  for  the  purpose  of  sayiDgti^ 
in  the  States  lying  upon  the  seaboard, lot^ 
eeted  in  navigation,  and  having  ports  mto 
which  vessels  come  and  from  which  vessel  P' 
so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  «^jf*^?' 
have  been  established  affecting  piloU,  W  ^^ 
purpose  of  protecting  this  harfy  dass  of  o^' 
and  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating  them  v 
that  enterprise  and  daring  which  will  nffi\\» 
all  times  in  the  protection  of  vessels  cobubj 
into  their  ports.  .  ^^ 

I  cannot  state  the  nuiUer  better  thaa  it  ax 
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been  BUted  bjr  the  jtentleman  from  Hauachu- 
getts,  [Mr.  BuTLBR.])  Id  time  of  stonn  and 
peril,  the  pilot  that  ib  the  boldest  and  hardieat 
and  beat  ia  he  who  goes  firat  and  farthest  out  ia 
the  eje  of  the  storm  and  boaida  the  incomiog 
Teasel.  And  so  &r  aa  1  am  aware,  all  the 
regulationa  upon  the  anbject  that  have  been 
adapted  are  to  protect  that  pilot.  Thet  do 
place  a  corApnlaion  ppon  the  captain  of  the 
vesael  lo  take  the  mao  who  has  risked  hia  life 
to  a  greater  degree  than  his  fellows,  who  baa 
first  stepped  upon  Ifae  imperiled  Teasel;  thej 
do  compel  the  captaio  to  take  that  pilot  into 
hia  eerTice,  and  to  giTe  him  the  opportnnity  of 
guiding  the  vessel  into  port.  And  asone  inter- 
ested m  naTigation,  representing  in  some  de- 
gree as  I  do  a  commnnit;  iotereated  in  nsTi' 
gatioD,  I  protest  against  any  amendment  of 


Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  do  not  know  of  any  clearer  or  bet- 
ter way  to  diipoBe  of  this  eneition  than  to  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  all  the  inaurance  com- 
panies of  onr  Atlantic  cities  who  insare  prop- 
erty Co  the  amount  of  Ihoosanda  of  millions  of 
dollars  inaaguraled  and  perfected  our  present 
pilot  system  in  cooneotion  with  onr  St^e 
authorities. 

For  more  than  thirty  years  it  has  been 
practiced,  aoS  I  may  say  has  giten  uniTersal 
satisfaction  to  the  traveling  public  and  to  those 
who  have  the  most  interest.  The  old  system 
was  so  incomplete  and  uneatiafitctorj,  and 
abipwrecks  occurred  so  frequently  that  it  in- 
Tolved  an  enUre  Tevolntion.  This  has  been 
in  every  respect  a  great  succesa;  and  I  can 
hardly  nnderatand  the  propriety  of  my  col- 
league [Mr.  PoTTBa]  andertahing  to  ssj  (hat 
this  system  sbonid  now  be  abrogated,  which 
ia  the  effect  of  his  amendment,  and  that  prop- 
erty and  life  ahonld  be  endangered,  and  that 
ouratmggling  and  declining  commerce  sboald 
receive  a  final  blow.  Under  the  existing  sys- 
tem pilotage  is  paid  for  by  foreign  Teasels 
only,  OUT  coastwise  vessels  being  exempt.  It 
is  the  last  hold  we  have  upon  commerce; 
and  the  queation  is  whether  at  the  diotation 
of  a  few  foreign  ship-owners  a  hardy  class  of 
mea  who  have  been  educated  in  this  business, 
and  who  are  among  the  bravest  and  best  of 
oor  citixens,  shall  be  turned  out  of  the  por- 
anit  to  which  they  have  given  their  best  days 
and  left  without  support.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  the  amendment  of  my  colleagne  [Mr. 
Mbrbiau]  will  be  adopted  without  further 
objection. 

Mr.  COX.  I  merely  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  one  &ct  in  Order  that  Me 
DQay  vote  intelligently  on  this  sabject.  What 
I  bad  intended  to  say  has  mostly  Deeti  antici- 
pated by  gentlemen  who  haTe  already  spoken. 
1  hold  in  my  hand  a  petition  of  the  board  of 
commisaionera  of  pilots,  signed  by  Hussell 
Sturgis,  president,  and  George  W.  Blnnt,  sec- 
retary, and  dated  March  19,  1872.  This  me- 
morial, which  has  been  sddreised  to  the 
Lecislature  of  Kew  York,  giTes  a  very  suecinot 
and  intelligent  statement  of  the  relation  of 
compulsory  pilotage  lo  our  shipping  interests. 
The  House  -will  understand  that  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  compulsory  pilotage  with  refer- 


arable  colleagna  [Mr.  Pottbb]  speaks  about 
the  interests  of  sHip-owoers,  he  simply  refers 
to  foreign  ship-owners,  who  desini  aome  ame- 
lioration of  either  the  State  or  the  Federal  law 
on  this  subject. 

It  oomes  with  ill-Krace  from  the  gentleman 
from  FeoDsyivania  [Mr.  NuLsy]  to  say  that 
this  is  a  matter  of  State  rights.  It  ia  a  natter 
of  common  sense  cosoected  with  the  safety 
of  oor  shipping — the  secnrity  of  property  and 
persons  on  board  onr  Tessels.  The  whole 
argonieot  on  thia  snbject  is  well  condensed  in 
the  memorial  to  which  I  have  jasl  referred, 
vbercin  the  commissioaecs  of  piloU,  addreaa- 
■i^  tbemselves  to  tiie  L^ialature  of  our  State, 


maintain  that  there  should  be  no  alteration  in 
the  State  lawa  upon  this  subject.  On  behalf 
of  one  hundred  and  aeventy'Gvs  pilols^on 
behalf  of  these  tatn  who,  regardless  of  party, 
regardless  of  qaestiona  of  State  rights,  and 
everylbinK  else  tbat  Is  irrelevant,  went  to  the 
New  York  Legislature  and  demanded  that 
there  should  be  no  change  in  the  State  laws 
on  this  sntiject — I  now  demand  tbat  for  the 
same  teasons  there  should  be  no  change  in  the 
United  States  laws,  so  as  to  affect  those  Sute 
laws  and  interfere  with  this  time-honored  sys- 
tem of  pilotage.  In  concluaiou,  I  will  merely 
ask  that  an  extract  from  the  memorial  to 
which  I  have  referred  shall  be  printed  in  the 
Globe. 

ThefiPGAKBR.  If  there  be  no  otijectiota, 
leave  will  be  granted. 

There  was  no  otijecUott. 

The  extract  is  as  follows: 

"A  brier  itst«meat  of  tktls  on  tfais  sDt)i«et  will 
tsDd  to  plus  the  mstUr  in  n  Jut  light.  The  whole 
pilutasa  Bjrstem  »  ngacuwarily  comuulioiy.  The  ai- 
peiimBnC  of  resulstlDsSsDdrUaokpitatBniid  pilot- 
ftce  by  the  busrd  or  port  wardotid.  a,  body  oou&Ii- 


ot  th*  Heiii 

pro  vedequaUjuDa 


e  Bristol,  dswoQ 


,  eleaCed  br  Lhe  Otaambe 


itbHnoaofl^- 


at  Commeras  and 


pileu lieenavd  byttaM  board. 

Uut  of  this  iietf  the  preisut  State  iilltm. 

"After  iBveral  ^cara  of  EUcoemful  operation  by 
this  TOlanlaiy  utoaiBlion.  the  Lerialature.  in  18&3, 
ulopled  it  u  the  beat  meaoa  of  aeouriac  profeotion 
osaiDBtthe  dliiuterB  incident  to  u  nant  of  pilolsge 

'''^he'ut  of  JuQB  28.  1B53,  eaUbliihad  a  syatem 

for  t™lwenai/j["ly''tho  boaSrof'''o^p?ient"li"DU, 
and  eatabltlhBd  reculationg  under  which  it  became 
oompnlaory  upon  the  llcenaed  pilota  lo  cniiaeout- 


tilota  btiu^aa  vi 
J  one  of  their  bi 


,  and  ia  foa 


only 


idled  la  tt 
rtahBllthemaeii 
,  be  entitled  U 


p'rlDOiple.    Itieiatendad  tosiyeteall  th 
tSkiac  vaaaeli  from  their  wharvM  ia  the  ( 

"AboliiG  thia  lesulstiop,  sad  oertsli 


•.  byai 


irthi 


with  ehio-oVneri,  may  taki 

'    Die  by  Ibo  iteaiB-(us 

:  alerp  every  nlsht  in 

esoriptlon  of  aervioe. 
I  ihsie  of  the    more 

■ta    ia   lb*   Liverpool 


oaaM  the  oblisatjoa  on  thepari 

oharsa  hia  dnti 
"  No  ioetaao 
been  ever  mad 

oh  ansa  by  rea) 


10  thia.boaid.of  a 
1  of  thia  reculatif 


iftbe  pilot  to  dls- 
laa  anyeomplalDt 


quenoe  or  ita  eDIonemeni.  It  ia  known  to  be  most 
salutary  in  its  operations  as  rupeots  the  pilota  them' 
aetfos.  It  aeoarei  them  acainat  a  monapolj  nf  ont- 
ward  ^olase  in  the  hands  of  a  few  of  their  own 
nambsr,  remevea  temptations  to  (hirk  duty,  and 
afTordB  a  oroper  etimuliu  for  aotlvity  and  fidelity  in 

departure." 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  submit  documents  on  this 
subject  from  parties  largely  interested  in  the 
shippiDg  basiness,andask  that  they  be  printed 
in  the  Qlobe. 

There  was  no  objection.  The  documents 
ore  as  follows : 

New  YoEE,  AiH5,1g66. 
QaMTLausK:  Beiof  lariely  intermted  in  both  aail 
veaaela  plyine  froni  thia  port,  and  atand- 


i°Pof  I 


of  mall 


lEt°St'wa"ll'r" 


one  of  your  bylaw.,  if  enfonjod.  would  effeoiually 


without  t 


TOO  haiB  the  power  to 

fallyrequeat  tbat  each  pilaU  save  may  d^aire 

serve  as  may  be  permitted  lodo  eowithont  incarri 

|Jty  impoied  for  each  infiaftioD  by  your  br-Ta 
We  Bhcmld  uot  mako  the  request  diiTwe  not  belle 


Inoompetcnoy  of  any  piiol 


on  board  our  veuela  obusIde  a'loaa  or  dsmssc 
' -■■-■■^-of  thepilotoryonnelT 


sapposad  t»  eilit  tt 

ItustioK  that   you  will    fftvorably   oonaider   the 

SPOFprflUl'i  TU,BSTONJt  CO' 
To  the  OomisaiDNiBS  or  Piu>tb. 

New  York.  Autmei  12, 1805. 
eSKTLIHSK:  WelnologeberewItbforyaurpsrnaBl 
oopy  of  a  letter  addreaaed  by  na  ' 


tenia  of 

missionera  tbat  two  of  their  nnmber  were  abaent, 
and  the  matter  wsa  of  too  mnoh  ImportaDaa  to  be 
ftcied  upon  unlsM  tbey  were  preaenL  lip  lo  thia 
time  ne  have  heard  nottiiai  farther  from  tSem,  and 
we  are  atill  Dompalled  by  the  totian  of  their  by-law 

rtats  to  reepond  to  any  olalu  for  damaae  Ibat  mlaht 
aoorue  to  oa  throoah  Ihair  faolt  or  iDaltentioD.  We 
would  further  call  your  attention  to  the  iuclosed 
pamphlet,  wbieh  li  a  oopy  of  a  memorial  to  Con- 
(leaa.  preaanlad  in  IMS  bj  themstehantBand  oDder- 
writeri!  of  thU  port,  prayins  that  the  pilotue  buei- 
nesB  mif  ht  remun  b>  it  then  waa,  free  Bad  opea  to 
oompetttion ;  and  tbat  the  set  of  Oonsrcas,  under 
whioh  the  then  itate  of  the  matter  eiiBted.  might 
not  be  repealed,  as  the  New  York  pilots  were  peti- 
tianios  it  aboatd  be.  The  merchants  and  uader- 
writen  earried  their  peiat,  and  the  aot  was  not  re- 
pealed, tharsby  ieaviuf  the  ship-owner*  free  to 
chooto  whom  ihey  liked  to  intrait  their  property 
to.  Sinoe  the  period  above  mentioaed.  the  oommit- 
aionora  of  pilota  {two  at  whose  names  appear  at  the 
loot  of  the  inolosed  masuirial)  have  passad  a  by-law 
for  the  cavemment  of  piloU  whioh  forbids  them 
pilotlas  vesiels  oxoantini  each  at  >t«  deilanatcd  by 
the  aommiatiDnen.  thus  takiaa  from  the  ahip-owner 
allDontroI  in  the  matter  of  oboanns  hip  "•"  "'i"' 
as  the  pilot,  if  ha  disobeys  this  Uw^of  li 


a.  by  tl 


aetion,  whether  lesal  or  not,  oertaiaiy  deprivea  him 
of  the  means  of  eaniinK  bis  livalihood.  and  mnat  be 
conaidered  aa  tinal  in  his  oaae,  h*  not  beias  pos- 
■eased  of  tafflcient  moSDa  t«  oonteet  the  matter  with 
them.  We  would  alto  mention  that  the  Jersey  pilots 
aol  under  the  lame  reaal alien,  and  rafaae  to  pilot 
out  any  veeeel  tbat  a  New  York  pilot  baa  piloted  in. 

Bvila  of  a  Pilot  Lsw,"  to  whioh  we  bes  yonr  refei- 


ly  eoinclde  with  ours, 
B  abaolataly 


Xo  the  Naw  Yoss  BouD  oi 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  wish  to  add  a  single 
word  for  the  purpose  merely  of  setting  myself 
right  with  some  of  my  friends  who  aeem  to 
have  misapprehended  my  position.  I  am  not 
opposing  State  pilotage  ;  J  am  very  far  from 
opposing  any  such  thing.  I  am  in  favor  of 
retaining  that  system.  But  I  have  soaght  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Hooae  to  a  practical 
difficnlty  which  boa  induced  those  interested 
in  the  commerce  of  the  country — not  merely 
the  foreign  commerce,  as  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Cox]  Bu^ests — but  the  entire  commeroe  con- 
nected with  the  sea-going  steam  Teeseli,  (for 
that  is  what  we  are  now  talking  about,)  to 

Erotest  against  the  continuance  of  the  State 
iwB  on  this  sabject,  unless  the  ship-owners 
can  be  allowed  to  select  theii  own  particular 
pilots  from  those  licensed  by  the  State.  The 
chairman  of  the  committee  baa  m  his  posaes- 
sion  a  document — I  believe  it  is  the  same 
which  be  has  just  obtained  leave  lo  have 
printed  in  the  Globe— signed  by  the  owoera 
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or  agentS)  I  am  told,  of  every  steamship  line 
from  the  port  of  New  York,  protesting  against 
this  system  of  State  piloti^e.  Bat  I  believe 
they  would  not  object  to  it  if  they  could  be 
allowed  to  select  from  the  body  of  licensed 
State  pilots  the  particular  pilots  for  their  own 
ship.  It  is  to  be  presumed,  I  think,  that  men 
who  own  and  sail  ships  know  best  about  their 
own  business. 

All  I  desire  is  to  meet  their  views  in  this 
respect  and  to  have  the  amendment  of  my  col- 
league [Mr.  Merriam]  so  modified  as  to  recog> 
nize  the  right  of  the  ship-owner  to  select  which- 
ever he  may  choose  of  the  pilots  licensed  by 
the  State  aathorities.  This  right  of  selection 
will  not  of  coarse  reduce  in  any  way  the  reve- 
nue derived  from  pilot  fees.  It  cannot  mili- 
tate against  the  interests  of  the  pilots.  The 
ship-owner  will  necessarily  seek  to  obtain  in 
every  case  the  most  competent  pilot  to  man- 
age his  vessel.  It  will  equally  contribute  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  system  of  compulsory 
State  pilotage,  and  relieve  the  ship-owners  of 
the  risk  and  loss  arising  from  them  being  com- 
pelled, as  now,  to  take  a  pilot  they  are  not  dis- 
posed to  trust  with  their  ships. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  pro- 
vides that  all  vessels  shall  provide  themselves 
for  all  their  navigation  with  a  pilot  properly 
examined  and  properly  licensed.  This  re- 
(][uirement  extends  to  all  navigation,  whether 
in  rivers  or  harbors,  on  the  lakes,  or  on  the 
ocean.  In  every  case  a  pilot,  duly  qualified 
to  manage  and  run  a  vessel,  is  required  to  be 
employed.  That  is  the  object  of  this  bill. 
That  is  the  provision  here.  It  applies  only  to 
vessels  belonging  to  the  United  States  -,  there- 
fore the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  in  regard  to 
exempting  foreign  vessels  from  the  necessity 
of  harbor  pilots  are  inappropriate  at  this  time. 
This  section  does  not  refer  at  all  to  foreign 
vessels,  as  any  gentleman  will  see  who  reads  it. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  question  which  commends 
itself  to  our  consideration  is,  shall  steam  ves* 
sels  which  are  required  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  hire  pilots  and  keep  them  on 
board  all  the  time  by  night  and  by  day,  in 
calm  and  in  storm,  and  pay  them  suitable  sal- 
aries  for  all  the  services  which  a  pilot  can  be 
called  on  to  perform,  whether  on  the  ocean  or 
in  the  harbor,  going  out  or  coming  in — shall 
they  be  compelled  to  pay  compulsory  pilota,ge 
at  every  harbor  along  our  coast  into  which 
they  may  enter  when  by  this  law  they  are  re- 
quired to  provide  themselves  with  suitable 
pilots,  and  when  the  owners  of  vessels  are 
responsible  for  every  damage  which  may  occur 
by  reason  of  the  inefficiency  of  those  pilots? 
It  is  a  serious  question,  one  involvin|;  the 
owner  of  eveiy  steam  vessel  in  the  Linited 
States.  It  was  raised  on  the  passage  of  the 
other  law.  Having  no  general  law  of  the 
United  States  regulating  pilotage  on  all  ves- 
sels, foreign  as  well  as  domestic,  it  was  thought 
best  to  insert  a  proviso  in  the  present  law. 

For  lack  of  a  general  law  in  reference  to 
pilotage  it  was  thought  best  to  insert  a  proviso 
m  the  present  law  that  that  law  should  not  for 
the  time  being  conflict  with  the  pilotage  laws 
of  any  States  It  was  expedient  that  regula- 
tions should  have  been  provided  by  legislation 
of  Congress  for  the  government  of  vessels  in 
such  cases,  but  we  are  no  better  off  to-day  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  this  law  on  our  own 
vessels  and  to  make  proper  distinctions  than 
we  were  a  year  ago,  when  the  present  law,  for 
the  better  security  of  the  lives  of  passengers  on 
board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part 
by  steam,  was  passed.  Therefore  I  believe  it 
is  the  duty  of  Congress  to  provide  a  proper 
'  law  in  reference  to  pilotage  to  relieve  our  ves- 
sels from  the  compulsory  pilotage  which  now 
exists,  and  to  make  the  proper  distinction  bm 
to  what  powers  pilots  licensed  under  the  United 
States  laws  shall  have,  and  what  powers  pilots 
provided  by  the  State  laws  shall  nave.  Yet  I 
am  free  to  say,  not  only  from  the  careful  con- 
sideration I  have  recently  given  this  subject, 
but  from  the  study  and  attention  which  I  gave 


to  the  steamboat  law  months  prior  to  the 

Sassage  of  the  act  of  1871 — I  am  free  to  say, 
[r.  Speaker,  there  are  such  difficulties  con- 
nected with  the  enforcement  of  this  law,  with- 
out any  other  pilotage  law,  that  I  think  the 
better  and  safer  way  would  be  for  Congress 
to  put  in  a  proviso  providing  as  the  amend- 
ment would  make  it  to  put  it  into  this  bill, 
so  that  when  Congress  shall  bring  its  atten- 
tion to  the  laws  regulating  pilotage  they  shall 
be  amended  as  they  aught  to  be,  and  a  proper 
general  law  passed  on  the  subject. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  would 
suggest  that  after  tUe  word  ^'  pilot''  wo  should 
insert  the  words  *^  when  outward  bound,''  so 
as  to  confine  it  to  outward-bound  vessels^  In- 
ward-bound vessels  cannot  have  any  selection. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Debate  has  been  exhausted, 
and  I  call  for  a  vote. 

Mr.  Potter's  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Merriam' s  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  strike  out  the  following : 

And  every  seatgolng  Bteftm  vessel,  eafatjeet  to  the 
navigation  laws  of  the  United  States  and  to  the 
rules  and  regulations  aforesaid,  shall,  when  under 
way,  except  on  the  high  seas,  be  under  tho  control 
and  direction  of  pilots  liceased  by  the  inspectors  of 
steamboats. 

I  should  be  content,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  have 
it  amended  by  saying  **  under  the  control  of 
pilots  licensed,  by  law,"  but  I  do  object  to 
having  them  under  the  control  of  pilots  licensed 
by  the  inspectors  of  steamboats. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Whom  will  you  have  them 
licensed  by? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  under- 
stand the  chairman  of  the  committee  will 
allow  it  to  be  under  the  direction  of  pilots 
licensed  bv  law 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Whom  will  you  have  them 
licensed  by  ? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  By  the 
States  which  license  them  now.  The  language 
of  the  bill  covers  the  case,  where  the  steam 
vessel  is  in  harbor,  and  I  sav  that  a  sea-going 
vessel  in  the  harbor  should  have  a  pilot  on 
board  licensed  by  the  State. 

Mr.  ROOSl^VELT.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  go  back  to  page  C2,  with  the  view  of 
offering  an  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  As  soon  as  the  pending 
amendment  is  disposed  of  the  Chair  will  rec- 
ognize the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Roosevelt.] 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  BuTLSR,  of  MassaohnsettSi  it  was 
agreed  to — ayes  71,  noes  64. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  I  now  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  f  eturn  to  page  62.  I  desire  to  move 
to  strike  out  the  words  *^  under  way.'' 

^r.  NEGLEY.  I  must  object  to  going  back 
until  we  get  through  the  bill. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Penu^lvania  [Mr.  Neoley]  will  not  ob- 
ject under  the  circumstances.  My  friend  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Roosevelt]  has  been  obliged 
to  be  out  or  the  House  attending  a  committee 
meeting,  and  did  not  have  an  opportunity  of 
offering  the  amendment  which  he  now  pro- 
poses, when  the  eeclion  was  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  geMleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Neolet]  propose  to  antag- 
onize the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Roosbvelt?] 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  do  not  until  I  hear  the 
section  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
section. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Bailing  vessels,  except  as  hereinafter  provided, 
under  way,  or  being  towed,  shall  carry  the  same 
lights  as  steamships  under  way,  with  the  exception 
of  the  white  mast-head  light,  which  they  shall  never 
carry. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  oat,  ader  the  word  "provided,''  the 
words  **  under  way,  or.''  j 


lULr,  NEGLEY.    That  will  not  do. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  I  iM 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Roosevelt]  does  not  ^irly 
apprehend  the  section. 

Hv.  ROOSEVELT.  I  apprehend  it  full/. 
Since  the  bill  came  before  tne  Hook  I  hire 
looked  over  it  and  considered  it  very  caI^ 
fully.  I  think  I  may  sav  that  I  undersund 
sailing  vessels  and  their  habits  as  well  as  aoy 
gentleman  on  this  floor.  Althoagh  not  a  sea- 
faring man  by  education,  I  ha?e  been  on  the 
water  a  great  deal,  and  know  what  have  been 
the  customs  of  sailing  vessels  for  many  ye&rg. 

Ii  has  never  been  the  custom  among  them 
to  have  two  lights,  a  red  and  a  green,  as  is 
here  proposed.  Snch  a  thing  has  beenentiielj 
unheard  of  and  unknown,  and  a  reqairemeni 
of  that  kind  would  be  exceedingly  oaeroos  to 
the  ordinary  sailing  vessels  along  oar  torn 
and  through  our  sounds ;  for  this  applies  to  all 
our  sailing  vessels,  whether  oat  at  tea  or  pe&r 
the  coast,  or  in  our  inland  waters.  The  pne 
tice  has  been  universal^  to  carry  a  aingle 
light. 

Ordinarily,  when  running  free,  veaaeU  have 
carried  a  single  light  under  the  bowsprit,  aod 
to  require  them  to  carry  more  than  one  light 
would  tend  to  breed  confusion  and  aocertaiot?. 
whether  the  vessel  under  way  was  a  sailia^ 
vessel  or  a  steamer*  It  would,  in  addiuon. 
involve  them  in  a  great  deal  of  expense.  Adc 
what  is  of  far  more  importance  to  me  thaa 
any  of  those  considerations,  it  would  $Mt 
Uie  steamers  from  any  responsibility  for  sig 
ligence  in  running  down  sailing  vesaeli  vhieii 
throng  the  waters  in  the  vicinity  of  New  York, 
and  the  same  remark  applies  to  other  waien, 
North  and  South,  which  are  navigated  bj 
steamer  craft  of  aU  kinds,  extending  from  i 
few  tons  up  to  thirty  or  forty  tons. 

If  steamers  were  to  be  relieved  from  all  lii 
bility  by  the  failure  of  a  sailing  vessel  to  earn 
these  two  lights,  the  result  would  probably  be 
to  relieve  them  frdta  all  responsibility  vh&t 
ever,  and  to  introduce  an  entirely  oev  roit 
into  the  navigation  of  our  coasts.  We  bare 
in  those  sounds  whioh  I  speak  of  and  wul) 
which  I  am  most  familiar,  thonsamb  of  tc& 
sels  probably ;  in  the  other  sounds  snd  vatan 
of  the  coast  many  more ;  and  on  the  inltn^ 
lakes  still  more.  And  to  put  on  them  m 
onus  of  carrying  two  lightSi  or,  in  the  evet- 
of  their  failure  to  do  so,  to  relieve  theateaoers 
of  any  responsibility,  would,  it  seems  to  vt 
be  a  very  great  injustice,  and  would  leaitothe 
most  deplorable  results.  The  £Mt  is,  as  ereit 
one  knows  who  has  been  accustomed  to  ob««rFe 
the  lighta  exhibited  on  a  sailing  vosael  aod  o: 
a  steamer,  that  on  the  latter  the  lights  ar^ 
raised  high  above  the  water,  and,  from  toe 
oonrae  of  the  steamer  being  tfea4y  ca^jx 
seen  in  a  level  position^  but  that  on  an  orota 
ary  sailing  vessel  one  light  is  entirely  aamcien: 
to  guide  steamers,  so  that  they  can  keep  ocS 
of  its  way,  as  their  duty  is.  It  seems  to  b« 
that  what  is  here  psopoaed  woald  not  onlyadd 
to  the  expenses  of  sailing  vessels,  batwoatd 
add  to  their  liability  to  a  degree  that  wtf 
never  intended. 

The  fact  of  it  is  that  this  law  seems  to  be 
drawn  entirely  in  the  interest  of  the  ovners 
of  steamers.  , 

Mr.  NEGLEY*    AUow  me  to  correct  the 

fentleman.    It  is  rule  lave  of  the  English  !&«• 
le  never  heard  of  that,  I  rappose,  or  lew  u. 
llr.  fiOOSBVELT.    I  do  not  know  ajr 
thing  about  the  English  law.    I  ne?(ff  a"<^ 
in  English  waters,  and  I  do  not  know  than 
ever  want  to,  for  I  should  hardly  have  tt| 
play  there.     In  my  experience  in  7***^* 
have  seen  mecehant  vessels  along  the  coas 
all  times,  but  I  never  in  all  my  cxpenence  M« 
seen  more  than  one  light,  and  by  ^'^^  P**?^ 
of  a  law  containing  a  requisition  of  this  cnw 
acter,  you  simply  say  that  under  no  circa"' 
stances  should  a  steamer  be  liable  for  the  oi^' 
age  it  niay  inflict,  either  wantonly  or  nep 
gently,  or  in  any  other  way  j  while  undet  ow 
present  mlee  a  steanaer  must  keep  oat  ot » 
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way  of  a  sailing  vessel,  it  wonld,  ander  this 
law,  be  the  datj  of  the  sailing  Tessel  to  exhibit 
these  lights,  and  in  case  of  a  failure  to  do  so, 
a  steamer  would  be  relieved  from  liability. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Certainly  the  propriety  of 
requiring  vessels  to  carry  two  lights  will  not 
be  denied  by  anjr  genrlleman  who  reflects  npon 
the  sabject.  With  the  exhibition  of  a  single 
light  upon  a  dark  night  neither  a  steamer  nor 
a  sailing  vessel  can  tell  the  direction  in  which 
the  vessel  is  going,  bat  when  they  e:!thibit  a 
red  and  a  green  light  they  Can  always  ttill  the 
direction  in  which  she  is  going.  On  seeing  a 
red  light  they  wonld  know  at  once  in  which 
direction  the  vessel  was  sailing  in,  and  upon 
seeinff  a  green  light  upon  the  other  hand  mf 
woala  know  that  it  was  going  in  the  reverse 
direction.  Seeing  both  lights  they  would  know 
whether  it  was  coming  toward  them  or  going 
from  them.  It  i^  one  of  the  easiest  And  best 
modes  of  signals  that  has  ever  been  or  can  be 
adopted,  iSnd  with  the  kast  expense.  It  tells 
the  captain  of  a  steamer  or  sainng  vessel  at  tt 
single  glance  the  situation  and  direction  of 
whatever  vessel  carries  the  lights.  I  hope  this 
amendment  will  not  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  I  move  that  the 
Hoose  do  now  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.-  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
the  qnestion  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Roosetblt?] 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  I  withdraw  my 
motion  for  that  purpose. 

The  qnestion  was  put  upon  Mr.  Roose- 
velt's amendment,  and  there  were — ayes  thir- 
ty-five, noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  I  now  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  from  line  one  hundred  and 
thirty-three  to  line  one  hundred  and  Uiirty- 
eight- 
Bat  shall,  if  they  do  not  oarry  saeh  litbts,  carry 
a  lantwn  hayint  >  ffr«en  slide  on  the  one  side,  and  a 
red  slide  on  the  other  side,  and  on  the  approach  of 
or  to  other  vessels,  snch  lantern  shall  be  ezhi.Mted 
in  miflieient  time  to  prevent  oolUsion,  so  that  the 
grreen  lisht  shall  not  be  seen  on  the  port  side,  nor 
the  red  light  on  the  starboard  side. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    I  object  to  going  back* 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
DOW  adjoam,  but  I  will  withhold  my  motion 
to  allow  my  colleague  [Mr.  Kerr]  to  make  a 
reanest  of  the  House. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  to  submit  some 
amendments  to  this  bill.  Those  amendments 
are  substantially  a  substitute  for  the  forty- 
third  section  ot  the  bill  which  the  Hoose  on 
Thursday  last  stmck  out  I  merely  want  to 
have  them  printed  for  more  convenient  use 
to-morrow. 

There  was  no  objection  -,  and  the  amend- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

report  on  tub  new  TOBK  C0dTOM-BOUSE. 

• 

Mr.  BEATTY,  from  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, reported  back  a  concurrent  resolution  of 
the  Senate  providing  for  the  printing  of  extra 
copies  of  the  report  and  testimony  taken  by 
the  Senate  committee  of  investigation  in  regara 
to  alleged  abuses  in  the  IT^ew  York  custom- 
house,  with  an  amendment,  in  the  nature  of  a 
subsdtute. 

The  original  resolution  was  as  follows : 

Iie9olved  by  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Represent* 
n. lives  concurring,)  That  there  be  printed  ten  thou- 
sand extra  oopiesof  the  report  ana  testimony  taken 
bjr  the  Senate  Committee  of  InveBtigatios  and  Re* 
trencbment  in  regard  to  alleged  abosee  in  the  Kew 
York  costom-hoase,  four  thousand  6f  which  shall 
He  for  the  ttse  of  the  Senate,  and  six  thousand  for  the 
Fioase:  also,  twenty  thousand  copies  of  the  report, 
e^zclosiYe  of  the  testimony,  eight  thousand  of  which 
eliall  be  for  thense  of  the  Senate,  and  twelve  thou- 
sand far  the  use  of  the  House. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee 
on  Printing  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolution 
of  the  Senate  is  as  follows : 

Strike  oat  all  after  the  words  *'  the  House  of  Rep- 
s-esentatiTee  oononrring,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof 
alie  following: 

That  there  be  printed  fifteen  hundred  extra  copies 
o  f  the  report  and  testimony  taken  before  the  Senate 
Oommittee  of  Inyestigation  and  Betrenohment  in 
regard  to  ajlq^ed  abases  in  the  New  York  custom- 


house, five  hundred  of  whieh  shall  be  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate  and  one  thontand  for  the  Hoasej  also, 
twelve  thousand  copies  of  the  report,  exolusive  of 
the  testimony,  four  thousand  of  which  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  eight  thousand  for  the 
House. 

The  amendment  was'  agreed  to;  and  the 

resolution,  as  amended,  was  concurred  in. 

BNBOLLKD  BILLS  8IQNBD. 

Mr.  POSTER,  of  Michigan,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Enrolled  *  Bills,  reported  that  the 
committee  had  examined  ana  found  truly 
enrolled  bills  of  the  following  titles;  when 
th^  Speaker  signed  the  same : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  48)  to  settle  and  auiet  the 
titles  to  lands  along  the  boundary  Kneoetween 
th^  States  of  Georgia  and  Florida ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1^64)  to  change  the  loca- 
tion of  the  First  National  Bank  oJT  Seneca, 
State  of  Illinois,  to  the  city  of  Morris,  Illinois. 

BBAVEE  LAKE,  INDIANA. 

Mr.  MANSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  coasid^redt  and  agreed  to: 

B$9ohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be 
direeted  to  furnish  to  this  Uoase  as  early  as  conven- 
ient all  the  information  in  his  possession  rolatire 
to  BeaTcr  lake,  in  the  county  of  Newton.  State 
of  Indiana,  the  opplieation  for  the  surrey  thereof, 
&e,,  not  contained  in  Senate  Ezecntire  Docament 
No.  25.  particularly  copies  of  the  following- named 
papers  and  maps  Hied  with  the  Commissioaer  of 
the  Qeneral  Land  Office,  but  by  him  omitted  in  his 
letter  in  said  document,  namely,  the  written  state- 
mentof  J.  M.  Oommons;  the  written  statement  of 
A.  B.  Oondit;  some  Are  or  six  letters  to  Parker 
I>reiger  fn>m  settlers  on  and  around  the  bed  of 
Beayer  lake ;  two  maps  of  the  Beayer  lake  lands, 
filed  by  Parker  Dresser,  and  one  filed  by  T.  A.  Hen- 
drieks. 

MBS.  VRANCE8  A.  m'kINNBY. 

Mr.  KLDREDGE.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  have  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  Honse  bill 
No.  1866,  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Frances  A. 
'McKinney,  for  the  purpose  of  non-concurring 
in  the  amendments  and  asking  a  committee 
of  conference  upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  thereon. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

LEATB  or  ABSSNCB. 

Mr.  LYNCH,  by  unanimous  consent,  was 
granted  leave  of  absence  for  one 'week. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAFEB8. 

Mr.  BANKS,  by  unanimous  consent,  ob- 
tained leave  to  nave  withdrawn  from  the  files 
of  the  House  the  papers  in  the  case  of  the 
claim  of  J.  Ross  Browne  for  additional  com- 
pensation as  minister  to  Japan,  for  the  purpose 
of  referring  the  same  to  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  Massachusetts,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  obtained  leave  to  nave  with- 
drawn from  the  files  of  the  House  the  papers 
in  the  case  of  J.  D.  Stockton,  an  applicant  for 
bounty. 

APPALACniCOLA  AND  CUATAHOOCHKK  BIYBRS. 

Mr.  WHITELBY,  by  unanimous  consent, 
submitted  the  following  resolution : 

JSe96lved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby 
respeetfallyreoaested  to  atonee  furnish  this  House 
the  surveys  of  the  month  of  the  Appalaohioola  river 
and  of  the  Chatahoochee  river,  with  aooompanying 
papers. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Do  we  not  use  the  word 
"directed,"  instead  of  the  words  '*respect- 
fnlly  requested,' '  when  calling;  upon  the  heads 
of  Departments  for  information? 

Mr.  WHITELEY.  I  will  substitute  the 
word  "directed.** 

The  resolution,  as  modifiedi  was  then 
adopted. 

8T.  OBOIX  AND  LAKB  SUPBRXOR  BAILBOAD. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  Kbtcbam  of  New  York,  Mr. 
Rusk  of  Wisconsin,  and  Mr.  Houcak  of  In- 
diana as  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the 
House  on  the  disameing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  upon  the  bul  of  the  Senate  No.  665, 


to  extend  the  time  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin 
to  complete  a  road  from  Lake  St.  Croix  to 
Lioke  Superior. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Holman  was  then  agreed 
to ;  and  accordingly  (at  four  o'clock  and  forty- 
three  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Honse  a(]|journed. 

PBTXXI0N8,  £T0. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  ARCHER:  The  petition  of  H.  Gib- 
son, of  Baltimore,  for  duty  on  clay  pipes  and 
earthenware 

By  Mr.  BIGBY :  The  several  petitions  of 
William  S.  Wallace  and  James  J.  Ray,  asking 
the  removal  of  their  political  disabilities. 

By  Mr.  HOAR:  The  petition  of  Martin  Kel- 
ley,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  and  other;, 
in  regard  to  workmen  on  the  post  office  at 
Columbia. 

By  Mr.  KELLEY:   A  memorial  asking  a 

frant  to  the  American  Printing  House  for  the 
tlind  and  the  American  University  for  the 
Blind ;  signed  by  Hon.  J.  R.  Rutan,  speaker 
of  the  senate,  Hon.  W.  Elliott,  speaker  of  the 
house,  and  all  the  members  or  both  the  sen- 
ate and  house  of  representatives  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Also,  the  petition  of  the  American  Philosoph- 
ical Society  of  Philadelphia,  asking  Congress 
to  make  an  appropriation  to  enid>le  American 
astronomers  to  join  with  other  nations  for  the 
observation  aiid  study  of  the  transit  of  Yeiius 
in  December,  1874. 

By  Mr.  L.  MYERS:  The  memorial  of 
George  S.  Fisher,  late  United  States  consul  at 
Kanagawa.  Japan,  for  reimbursement  of  his 
losses  by  fire  at  the  consulate  on  November  26, 
1864. 

By  Mr.  PLATT:  The  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Virginia,  asking  Congress  to  make  appropri- 
ations to  aid  the  American  Printing  Honse  for 
the  Blind  and  the  American  University  for  the 
Blind. 

By  Mr.  SLOCUM :  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  New  York,  for  increase  of  duty  on  earthen- 
ware, stoneware,  Ac. 

By  Mr.  WALLACE  :  The  memorial  of  Cap- 
tain L.  Grist  and  others,  of  Yorkville,  South 
Carolina,  to  admit  printers*  type  duty  free. 


POST  ROUTE  BILL  INTRODUCED. 

The  following  was  introduced,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads: 

By  Mr.  FINKELNBURG:  A  bill  to  estab- 
lish a  post  road  from  Linn,  via  Monnt  Avril,  to 
Owen^  Mill,  Osage  county,  Missouri. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednesday,  April  3,  1872. 

PraverbyRev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D,  D.,  Chap-, 
lain  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Journid  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  BILfiS  REFKBRBD. 

The  following  bills  received  from  the  House 
of  Representatives,  were  severally  read  twice 
by  their  titlesi  and  referred  as  indicated  below : 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2188)  to  dispense  with 
informers  in  the  internal  revenue  service — to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2192)  to  establish  a 
western  judicial  district  of  North  Carolina — 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  857)  for  the  relief  of 
Horace  B.  Shepard,  of  Inaiana— >to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  678)  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  completion  of  the  militarf  road  from 
Fort  Wilkins,  at  Copper  Harbor,  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  to  Fort  Howard,  at  Green  Bay, 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin— to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affiurs. 

The  bill  CH.  R.  No.  2186)  to  amend  an  act 
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entitled  '^An  act  to  regulate  the  carriage  of 
pasaengers  in  steamships  and  other  vessels,'' 
approved  March  3, 1865 — to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

KIOUABD  B.  ORAWFOBD. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  pre- 
sents a  message  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives asking  Tor  a  conference  committee  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  a 
pension  bill— the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  622)  grant- 
ing a  pension  to  Richard  B.  Crawford.  The 
Eoint  at  issue  is  whether  the  pension  shall  date 
ack  or  commence  only  at  the  passage  of  the 
act.  The  House  of  Representatives  have  asked 
for  a  conference  with  the  Senate  on  that  par- 
ticular point  in  reference  to  a  great  many  other 
pension  bills. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  it  were  not  disrespect- 
ful to  the  House,  I  would  move  under  existing 
circumstances  that  we  adhere. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
thoueht  a  little  severe ;  and  therefore  I  move 
simply  that  we  insist  on  our  amendments  and 
agree  to  the  conference. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  V:iC£  PRESIDENT.  How  shall  the 
committee  be  appointed? 

Several  Senators.    By  the  Chair. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Vice  President 
was  authorize  to  appoint  the  conferees  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate;  and  Messrs.  Edmunds, 
I'&ATT,  and  Saulsburt  were  appointed. 

POTOMAC  RAILROAD  DEPOT. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2187)  to  confirm  the 
action  of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common 
council  of  the  city  of  Washington,  designating 
a  depot  site  for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomao 
Railroad  Company,  and  for  other  purposes; 
was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  move  that  that  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  move  to 
amend  that  motion  bv  referring  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Qi:ound8 ;  but 
meantime  I  wish  to  say  Uiat  after  conference 
with  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Cam- 
eron,] I  desire  to  have  it  remain  upon  the 
table  until  Tuesday,  when  I  think  perhaps  an 
arrangement  will  be  made  that  will  be  satis- 
factory. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  lie 
on  the  table  for  the  present,  and  the  two  mo- 
tions for  reference  will  be  regarded  as  pending 
unless  withdrawn  at  that  time.  The  Chair 
understands  that  on  Tuesday  morning,  after 
the  reading  of  the  Journal,  he  is  again  to  pre- 
sent this  for  reference. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  After  the 
morning  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  had 
better  present  it  at  the  time  stated  by  the 
twenty-fourth  rule,  immediately  after  the 
reading  of  the  Journal,  and  it  can  then  be 
postponed. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.    Very  well. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
present  it  on  Tuesday  next  for  reference,  as 
if  then  received  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. The  bill  will  in  the  mean  time  be 
printed. 

CORBBCTION. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  to  make  a  correction 
in  the  Globe.  I -spoke  of  the  absence  of  my 
colleague  from  his  seat  yesterday,  and  of  my 
having  received  a  note  from  him.  I  am  re- 
ported as  having  stated  that  he  desired  to  be 
present  for  the  purpose  of  proposing  amend- 
ments to  a  bill.  What  I  intended  to  state,  and 
what  I  think  I  did  state,  was  that  he  desired 
to  be  present  for  the  purpose  of  lending  his 
assistance  to  the  bill,  as  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
measure,  and  that  was  the  object  of  my  mak- 


ing the  allusion  to  his  absence  yesterday.  I 
am -not  aware  that  he  intends  to  propose  any 
amendments.  I  know  him  to  be  in  favor  of 
the  bill  (S.  No.  49)  relative  to  the  Australian 
mail  steamship  service.  His  desiring  to  be 
present  was  the  occasion  of  my  postponing 
calling  it  up  yesterday. 

PETITIONS  AND  MBMORIALS. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  a  memorial  of 
William  P.  Ross,  WilUam  P.  Adair,  C.  N. 
Vaun,  and  others,  in  the  interest  of  the  In- 
dian nations,  protesting  against  the  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1192)  providing 
**  for  the  survey  of  the  exterior  boundaries  of 
Indian  reservations  and  subdividing  portions 
,  of  the  same ;"  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afiairs. 

Mr*  SPENCER  presented  the  petitions  of 
R.  D.  Hicks  and  of  William  A.  Schoolan, 
of  Bibb  county,  Alabama,  praying  for  the 
removal  of  their  political  disabilities;  which 
were  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  furnished  by  mail  with 
an  authenticated  copy  of  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  board  of  trustees  of  the  city  of  Sacra- 
mento. I  ask  that  it  be  read  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Retolvtdt  That  the  board  of  tnutees  of  the  oitj 
of  Sacramento  will  donate  and  deliver  one  hundred 
and  sixty  feet  equare  of  the  southwest  oomer  of  the 
publio  square  between  I  and  J,  Ninth  and  Tenth 
streets,  in  the  eity  of  Sacramento,  (or  so  muoh  of 
said  BQuare  as  may  be  needed.)  to  the  General  Qov- 
emment  of  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of 
erectinc  thereon  a  post  office,  land  office,  and  other 
public  ouildings. 

Ofpiob  Boaed  Trubtsss  op  SiOBAMairro, 
Saosamento.  Marek  25. 1872. 
I  do  hereby  certify  that  at  a  regular  meetins  of 
the  board  of  trastees  of  the  city  of  Sacramento, 
held  this  day,  the  above  resolation  was  passed,  and. 
the  ma^or  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  to  the  del»> 
gation  in  Congress. 
[l.  s.]  JOHN  McCLINTOCE.  CUrh, . 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  present  a  memorial  in 
the  nature  of  a  nrotest  from  citizens  of  Cayuga 
county,  New  York,  against  the  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  wool. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Finance 
Committee  have  reported  on  all  these  subjects, 
and  the  tariff  bill  has  now  been  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  will  make  a  constitu- 
tional inquiry,  whether  it  is  constitutional  for 
the  Senate  to  receive  a  petition  of  that  char- 
acter ;  whether  it  must  not  be  presented  in  the 
House  of  Representatives ?  [Laughter.]  It 
seems  we  have  lost  all  our  privileges. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  will  be  a 
question  for  the  Senate  to  decide,  as  the  Chair 
is  prohibited  by  the  Manual  from  deciding 
questions  of  that  kind  as  (questions  of  order. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     I  waive  the  question. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  move  that  this  memorial 
lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     As  the  tariff 
bill  4s  now  ended  apparently  by  the  action  of 
the  House,  the  Senator  can  have  the  memorial 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance  for  new 
action,  if  he  desires. 

Mr.  FENTON.    Let  it  lie  on  the  table. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  memorial  lie  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  present  a  remonstrance  of 
citizens  residing  at  Cuyahoga  Falls,  Ohio, 
against  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
earthenware  and  stoneware,  and  a  similar  peti- 
tion from  citizens  of  Philadelphia.  That  sub- 
ject is  between  heaven  and  earth,  and- 1  do 
not  know  where  to  have  these  petitions  referred. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
desires  to  reopen  the  subject  before  the  Finance 
Committee,  the  House  of  Representatives  hav- 
ing acted  upon  the  amendments  sent  from  the 
Senate  to  tneir  bill,  he  can  refer  them  to  the 
Finance  Committee  or  lay  them  on  the  table.  L 


Mr.  SCOTT.  Let  them  go  to  the  Hoi&ce 
Committee. 

The  memorials  were  so  referred. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  trust  die 
resolution  of  the  House  of  RepreseDtitirei  oa 
that  subject  will  be  referred  to  the  Fioaoca 
Committee  as  the  chairman  of  the  eommittee 
is  now  absent. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  desires  that  the  reaolalloD  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  io  regard  to  ^ 
tariff  question  be  referred  to  the  FinaQce  Com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  hope  that  will  not  be 
done  at  present.  I  think  it  had  better  lie  for 
a  day  or  two. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Itwoaldre<iBiR 
unanimous  consent  now  during  Uie  call  for 
petitions  and  memorials. 

Mr.  LEWIS  ipresented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Rockbridge  county,  Virginia,  remoc- 
strating  a^nst  a  change  of  the  exiiting  tariff 
laws  aoating  or  abolishing  duties  apoo  sadi 
articles  as  are  successfully  prodaced  io  tbi 
eountry ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland,  preseotei 
additional  papers  relating  to  the  claim  of 
Edward  N.  Calvert  for  property  convened 
and  destroyed  by  the  military  aathorities  dar 
ing  the  late  war ;  which  were  referred  to  tlie 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  WRIQHT  presented  the  memorial  of 
Ormrod  C.  Evans,  of  New  York,  prajing  for 
an  extension  of  his  patent  known  aa  Eracs'i 
American  terracultor,  or  rotary  digger,  f.: 
revolutionizing  the  eulture  of  the  earth ;  whii^ 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

MABINB  HOSPITAL  BBPOBT. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has 
received  a  brief  letter  from  the  SecreUi?  oi 
the  Treasury  directing  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  errors  in  the  printed  report  of  the 
supervising  sorgeoa  of  the  United  States  cci- 
rine  hospitals,  which  he  states  misled  the  Sea- 
ate  in  a  debate  upon  that  report.  It  is  brief, 
and  will  be  read  by  the  Secretary  in  foil- 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follovs : 

TaaasVBT  DBPasTMSKT,  April  2.1ST1 

Sib  :  I  desire  to  Invite  attention  to  u  arror  to  tit 
printed  report  oC  the  sapervisiof  sorgeoo  of  ^'-^ 
United  States  marine  hospital  service,  reoentl}'  pv?- 
lished  in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the^es«te. 

The  words  ^'  locaUon  of  hospital!,"  which  p^a 
four  times  in  the  printed  report,  are  not  oaed  id  t^' 
original  transmitted  to  the  Senate. sad  we^epriDifi 
without  the  aathoritj  of  the  Department. 

The  words  referred  to  are  ealeulated  to  oeate  la 
erroneous  impression,  and  did  mislead  theSeokM  la 
its  consideration  of  tho  report  in  quwUoD.  i» 
names  of  the  ports  where  hospital  tax  wu  eoii^^'a 
are  given  in  the  body  of  the  report,  as  well  asuA^ 
where  hospital  relief  was  furnianed.  . 

By  reference  to  the  summary  it  will  be  wea  u^^ 
tax  was  eolleoted  at  one  hundred  and  nineteea  poru. 
and  hospiUl  relief  furnished  atseventy-fiTe  porK 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

'        GBO.  S.  BOUTWBU.  Stcrtm^ 

Hon.  SoHUTLsa  Colpax.  Vie€prtaidetQfii^  I'*"^ 
StaJUa,  and  FrendetU  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE,  It  may  be  remembered  that  ia 
the  debate  on  the  legislative,  ezecoti^e,  a^j 
iudicial  appropriation  bill  some  Senator,  1 
do  not  remember  now  who  it  was,  took  it  >or 
granted  that  all  those  places  in  which  ahosp'tt^ 
tax  was  ooUectedK  amounting  to  oearlj  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  weretlie  locations  of  niar:a? 
hospitals.  It  was  represented  here  that  tbe 
report  of  the  Bnperinteoding^  surgeon  aet  <of*|' 
thaft  so  many  marine  hospitals  were  iD^xis!' 
ence,  whereas  the  number  is  very  much  lea. 
only  I  think  about  twenty-five,  and  the  state- 
ment just  read  shows  that  the  criticism  wtf 
unfounded,  as  it  certainly  was,  and  nsoiin 
from  what  occurred  in  the  Printing  Office  vi 
fixing  «  heading  to  the  list  of  marine  hospit^j^' 
It  is  but  just  that  the  correction  should  be  m»<ie. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  reauires »« 
legislative  action.  It  will  be  laid  on  the  tabie. 
and  printed. 

REPORTS  OF  COHMITTIBS. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Committee  oa 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a  biii  w. 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2119 


No.  880)  for  the  benefit  of  Charles  M.  Brig^, 
reported  adyeraely  thereon  and  moved  ita  m^ 
definite  postponement ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  ConuniUee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1781)  anthorizing  the  Seoretaiy  of 
War  to  deliver  condemned  ordnance  to  certain 
soldiers'  monumental  associations)  reported  it 
without  amendment. 

Mr.  SIKWAAX,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Pacific  Railroad,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  112)  incorporating  brandies 
of  the  Texas  Pacific  Railway  Company,  under 
the  name  and  style  of  the  North  Carolina 
Extension  Railway  Companyi  reported  ad- 
versely thereon,  and  moved  its  indefinite  post- 
ponement; which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  have  instructed  me  to  move  that  a 
letter  in  their  possession  from  Admiral  Por- 
ter, on  the  sabject  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  848)  for 
the  reduction  of  the  number  and  grades  of 
officers  of  the  Navy,  and  for  other  purposes, 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  committee. 

The  motion  Was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BOREMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  reft^rred  the  petition  of 
Simon  Van  Etten,  prayinf^  pay  for  services 
rendered  in  the  transportation  of  troops  during 
the  late  war,  submitted  an  adverse  report; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
committee  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  POOL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lationary  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  the  administrator  of  Joseph  Whea- 
ton,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill 
(8.  No.  909)  for  the  relief  of  the  administrator 
of  tbe  estate  of  Lientenant  Joseph  Wheaton« 
deceased. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading,  and .  the  report*  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia,  from  the 
Committee  on  ClaimSf  to  whom  was  referred 
tbe  petition  of  Martha  Barker,  of  Florida, 
claiming  compensation  for  property  destroyed 
during  the  Seminole  war,  reported  adversely 
thereon,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its 
farther  consideration ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLT,  from  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Benjamin  Oooley  and  James  W. 
Boswell,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by 
a  bill  (S.  No.  911)  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin 
Cooley  and  James  W.  Boswell. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1149)  to  authorize  the  commissioners 
of  claims  to  appoint  special  commissioners 
to  take  testimony,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  it  with  amendments,  and  submitted 
a  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

COURTS  IN  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
Ko.  328)  in  relation  to  the  district  courts  of 
Alabama,  have  instructed  me  to  report  it 
back  with  amendments.  As  it  relates  merely 
to  the  time  of  holding  the  courts,  I  suppose 
the  Senators  from  Alabama  would  like  to  nave 
it  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  hope  it  will  be  acted  on 
at  once. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  The  first  section  provides  that 
the  terms  of  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  northern  district  of  Alabama 
shall  commence  on  the  second  Monday  in 
May  and  the  second  Monday  in  November  in 
each^ear.  The  second  section  provides  that  the 
district  judge  may  appoint  a  special  session  of 
the  district  court,  to  be  held  in  the  middle  dis* 


trict  of  Alabama,  whenever,  in  his  opinion, 
there  is  a  necessity  therefor.  Two  weeks  pre- 
vious notice  of  the  time  of  holding  such  special 
session  shall  be  given  by  advertisement  in  a 
daily  newspaper  printed  at  the  city  of  Mont- 
gomery. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary  were  in  line  five  of  section 
one,  to  strike  out  *' second  Monday  in  Novem- 
ber 'I  and  insert  '*  third  Monday  in  October;" 
and  in  the  second  section,  to  strike  out  '*  two 
weeks  previous  notice  of  the  time  of  holding 
such  special  session  shall  be  given  by  adver- 
tisement in  a  daily  newspaper  printed  at  the 
city  bf  Monteomery." 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed i  and  Uie  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.  It  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

PAT  or  MATAL  OIHOIIBS. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  897)  in  regard  to  the  commencement  of 
increased  pay  to  promoted  officers  in  the  Navy, 
have  instructed  me  to  report  it  back  without 
amendment,  and  recommend  its  passage.  This 
bill  merely  provides  against  a  possible  con- 
struction of  law  by  which  money  might  be 
taken  out  of  the  Treasury  for  no  service  per- 
formed. I  presume  every  Senator  will  bo  glad 
to  vote  for  it.  I  should  like  to  have  it  read, 
subject  to  objection. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  Senate,  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider  the 
bilL  It  proposes  to  repeal  the  clause  in  sec- 
tion seven  of  the  act  of  July  16,  1870,  '^  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  tbe 
year  ending  June  80,  1871,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," which  enacts  '' that  hereafter  the  in- 
creased pay  of  a  promoted  officer  shall  com- 
mence from  the  date  he  is  to  take  rank  as  given 
in  his  commission :"  but  if  such  officer  shall 
have  been  promoted  in  course  to  fill  a  vacancy, 
and  shall  have  been  in  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  higher  grade  from  the  date  he  is 
to  take  rank,  he  may  be  allowed  the  increased 
i>ay  from  that  date. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Will  the  Sena- 
tor explain  how  that  affects  the  question  of 
service,  and  particularly  the  question  of  pay? 
I  see  that  it  relates  to  the  time  of  the  promo- 
tion, the  time  when  the  pay  of  such  promo- 
tion shall  commence. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  law  provides,  and 
that  provision  is  led  in  the  law,  that  when  an 
officer  is  entitled  to  promotion,  which  he  can- 
not have  except  by  an  examination  to  test 
his  moral,  professional,  and  physical  qualifica- 
tions, and  ne  is  absent  at  sea,  and,  from  no 
fault  of  his  own,  cannot  be  examined  for  his 
promotion,  and  afterward  passes  his  examina- 
tion and  receives  his  promotion,  his  rank  and 
pay  shall  commence  from  the  time  that  he 
would  have  been  entitled  to  examination  had 
he  been  at  home  instead  of  being  at  sea ; 
that  is,  the  Government  does  not  take  ad- 
vantage of  an  officer's  being  absent  on  duty 
when  the  time  for  his  promotion  arrives.  But 
it  sometimes  happens  that  officers  are  com- 
missioned, their  rank  to  date  previous  to  the 
time  they  receive  their  appointment  or  pro- 
motion. It  has  been  claimed  that  when  offi- 
cers have  received  commissions  dating  back, 
giving  them  rank  on  the  Naval  Redstart  their 
pay  shall  commence  at  the  date  oi  their  com- 
missions. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Does  this  bill 
correct  that? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  bill  corrects  that, 
but  it  leaves  an  officer  entitled  to  have  pay 
from  the  time  when  he  would  have  been  pro- 
moted if  he  was  here  to  be  examined  at  the 
time  he  was  entitled  to  promotion. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  That  is  mani- 
festly proper. 

Mr.  ANrHONY.    This  biU  merely  pre- 


vents an  officer  receiving  back  pay  from  the 
date  of  a  commission  which  is  merely  intended 
to  give  him  rank. 

Mr.  COLE.  If  I  understand  it,  then,  it 
affords  pay  to  an  officer  for  advanced  rank 
before  he  is  advanced.  That  is  the  plain 
English  of  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  existing  law  gives 
a  man  pay  for  advanced  rank  before  he  was 
advanced,  if  the  reason  why  he  was  not  ad- 
vanced was  because  he  was  absent  at  sea  and 
could  not  be  examined. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  might  be  alleged  in  some 
cases  as  a  reason  for  the  advanced  pay  where 
the  party  was  absent  for  a  year  or  two ;  I  do 
not  know  how  long.    . 

Mr.  ANTHONY.    Suppose  he  is? 

Mr.  COLE.  These  promotions  in  the  Navy 
do  not  occur  always  in  regular  order  by  the 
regular  steps  of  progress. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  They  do  always;  the 
reeular  promotions. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  some  of  them  are 
jumped  over. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  But  this  is  to  prevent 
those  who  are  advanced  out  of  course  from 
receiving  any  increased  pay  therefor. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  this  is  a  very  extraor- 
dinary proposition.  It  proposes  to  pay  officers 
for  a  rank  they  did  not  have  during  the  time 
when  it  is  alleged  they  should  have  had  it. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  does  not  propose  any 
such  thing.  That  is  the  law,  and  it  ought  to 
be.  Suppose  a  lieutenant  of  the  Navy  is  at 
sea  on  a  Uiree  gears'  cruise,  and  is  at  the  head 
of  the  list,  entitled  to  be  promoted  to  lieu- 
tenant commander,  would  you  keep  him  from 
his  place  on  the  Register,  and  from  his  pay, 
because  duty  prevented  him  from  appearing 
before  the  examining  board? 

Mr.  COLE.  If  a  man  gets  his  p&j  for  the 
higher  rank  from  the  time  he  receives  the 
rank,  it  seems  to  nie  that  is  all-sufficieut,  and 
the  law  as  made  a  year  or  two  ago,  which  is 
now  sought  to  be  repealed,  I  think  was  made 
upon  sufficient  deliberation,  not  inconsider- 
ately. I  am  Eure  it  was  not  passed  through 
in  a  morningliour. 

Mr,  ANTHONY.  The  Senator  entirely  ' 
misapprehends  this  bill.  This  does  not  pro- 
vide for  what  I  think  is  perfectly  right,  and 
what  he  thinks  is  altogether  wrong.  That  is 
provided  for  by  the  existing  law.  This  does 
not  touch  it.  This  bill  merely  provides  that 
when  a  man  receives  a  complimentary  pro- 
motion, it  shall  not  carry  pay.  It  takes  noth- 
ing out  of  the  Treasury,  bat  prevents  money 
from  going  out. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  have  the  bill 
read  again. 

The  bill  was  read. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BOLDIBBS'  DOUNTIBS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1782)  in  relation  to  bounties,  have  in- 
structed me  to  report  it  with  an  amendment. 
I  ask,  if  there  be  no  objection,  that  it  be  put 
on  its  passage  now. 

The  bill  was  read,  with  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  Military  AfTairs, 
which  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enacting 
clause  of  the  bill  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  iusert : 

That  every  volunteer,  noo-oommi<8ioned  officer, 
private,  maiiciaD,  aad  artificer,  irho  eulisted  in 
the  military  sorvioe  of  the  United  States  prior  to 
July '22,  1861,  under  the  proclamation  of  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  of  May  3.  1861.  and  the 
orders  of  the  War  Dopivrtmont  Issued  in  pursuanco 
thereof,  and  was  actually  mustered  into  any  regi- 
ment, company,  or  battery  which  was  accepted  by 
the  War  Department  under  such  proclamation  aod 
orders,  shall  bo  paid  tho  full  bounty  of  $100,  under 
and  by  virtno  of  the  said  proclamation  and  orders 
of  the  War  Department  in  force  at  tho  time  of  sach 
enlistment,  and  prior  to  July  22,  1861:  Prodded^ 
That  tho  same  has  not  already  boon  paid. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  lUce  to  know 
what  that  means. 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  is  sub- 
ject to  objection  or  a  call  for  the  regular 
order. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  carries  out  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
On  the  8d  of  May  1861,  the  President,  by 
proclamation,  called  for  forty-two  thousand 
men  and  promised  to  give  $100  bounty  when- 
ever the  men  were  honorably  mustered  out  of 
the  service.  Under  that  call  eighty-two  regi- 
ments were  accepted  instead  of  about  forty. 
On  the  22d  day  of  Jnly,  1861,  Congress  passed 
a  law  providing  that  the  men  should  have  a 
bounty  of  $100  if  they  served  two  years. 
Those  who  were  honorably  discharged  nnder 
the  President's  proclamation  and  orders  of 
the  War  Department  claim  that  they  were 
entitled,  to  tno  bounty  without  serving  two 
years.  They  took  the  case  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  and  the  Supreme  Court  has  so  decided ; 
but  the  Department  cannot  determine  which 
of  these  men  are  entitled  to  it.  It  is  said  that 
the  very  man  who  carried  the  case  to  the 
court  was  not  among  the  forty-two  thousand. 
The  Department  took  eighty-two  regiments, 
about  eighty-two  thousand  men.  As  the  War 
Department  cannot  discriminate  to  whom  this 
belongs,  the  proposition  is  to  pay  the  bounty 
to  all  the  men  of  that  eighty-two  thousand 
who  were  honorably  mustered  out  of  the 
service  before  serving  two  years  and  who 
have  got  no  bounty. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  How  much  will  it  amount 
to? 

Mr.  WILSON.  General^  Alvord  estimates 
somewhere  near  two  millfon  dollars.  The 
decision  was  made  some  time  ago  by  the 
Supreme  Courtin  the  case  of  the  United  States 
vs.  Hosmer,  9  Wallace,  432.  The  decision 
was  in  favor  of  these  men,  that  they  are  enti- 
tled to  the  bounty ;  and  we  ought  not  to  with- 
hold it  a  day  longer.  Bills  to  pay  it  have 
been  brought  into  both  Houses  two  or  three 
times,  and  I  hope  now  this  will  be  passed.  I 
Dropose  to  amend  it  by  taking  the  original 
House  bill  as  j^roposed  by  the  committee. 
The  chairman  ot  the  committee,  I  understand, 
was  not  present, -and  an  amendment  got  into 
it  different  from  anything  we  ever  did  before, 
and  that  is  fixing  instead  of  the  22d  of  July, 
the  time  the  law  of  Congress  passed,  the  6th 
day  of  August,  when  Congress  passed  an  act 
legalizing  the  President's  proclamation  and 
the  orders  of  the  War  Department ;  but  all 
the  men  who  were  enlisted  after  the  22d  of 
July  were  enlisted  under  the  law.  The  law 
of  Congress  was  very  clear  and  explicit  that 
they  should  serve  two  years  in  order  to  get  the 
$100  bounty;  but  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  and  the  orders  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment fixed  the  matter  so  that  when  honor- 
ably discharged  they  should  have  the  $100. 
It  is  thought  that  some  fifteen  or  twenty  thou- 
sand men  out  of  those  eighty  thousand  men 
were  so  discharged,  and  will  be  entitled  to  this 
bounty. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  This  is  a  matter  of  so 
much  importance  that  I  should  like  to  look  at 
the  decision  of  the  court  and  have  the  amend- 
ment printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  printed, 
and  the  bill  go  on  the  Calendar. 

JOHN  POTTS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  John  Potts,  praying  compensation 
for  services  rendered  and  risks  incurred  as 
disbursing  officer  of  the  War  Department, 
have  directed  me  to  report  a  bill  for  his  relief, 
and  I  ask  the  present  consideration  of  thp 
bill.    It  is  very  short. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  908) 
for  the  relief  of  John  Potts,  chiet  clerk  of  the 
War  Department,  was  read  three  times,  and 
passed.  It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  pay  the  sum  of  $2,500  to  John  Potts,  chief 
clerk  of  th'e  War  Department,  for  services  as  dis- 
bursing clerk  from  July,  1861,  to  July,  1871. 


JOHN  8.   CORLBTT. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  desire  also  at  this  time 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
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856)  granting  a  pension  to  John  S.  Corlett, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions and  reported  back  some  days  dince  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  b^  indefinitely^ 
postponed.  My  attention  was  not  called  to  it 
at  the  time.  Since  then  it  has  been  called  to 
it  by  a  colleague  of  mine  in  the  other  House. 
I  ask  leave  to  enter  now  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider that  vote  by  unanimous  consent,  tod 
have  the  bill  go  on  the  Calendar. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  the  indefinite  postponement  of  this 
pension  bill  will  be  reconsidered  and  the  bill 
placed  on  the  Calendar  with  the  adVefte  re- 
port of  the  Conmittee  on  Pension!. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  inquire  of  the  Senator  from 
Iowa  what  is  the  case  ? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  case  of  John  S.  Cor- 
bett.  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  insist  upon 
this,  on  a  further  examination  of  the  case. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  require 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate  to  tdfe 
it  up.  It  is  placed  on  the  Calendar  with  the 
adverse  report  of  the  committee. 

JAMES  A.  BBIL. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  ( H.  R. 
No.  2036)  for  the  relief  of  James  A.  Bell,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have 
instructed  me  to  report  it  back  and  recommend 
its  passage.  The  Senator  from  New  York  is 
interestea  in  this  bill.  It  is  a  bill  that  there 
certainly  can  be  no  objection  to  in  the  woild, 
and  I  trust  it  will  be  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  hope  the  bill  wilt  be  put 
on  its  passage  now.  I  think  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  ii^ 
informed  that  a  Senate  bill  on  the  same  sub- 
ject was  referred  yesterday,  and  that  it  has  not 
come  back  from  the  Printing  Office. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    This  is  a  House  bill. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  for  the  issue 
of  du*^licate  coupon  bonds  of  the  United  States 
in  lieu  of  bonds  destroyed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
if  those  were  registered  bonds?  Is 'there  a 
report  in  the  case? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Iowa  made  the  report 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  know 
if  these  were  registered  bonds,  or  what  kind 
of  bonds  they  were? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  lunderstand,  and  the  report 
from  the  House  will  show  the  fact)  that  these 
bonds  were  destroyed  by  fire.  The  testimony 
before  the  committee  in  the  House  established 
beyond  all  question  the  identity  of  the  bonds. 
They  were  not  registered  bonds,  and  that  was 
the  difficulty  in  issuing  new  bonds. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  They  are  coupon  bonds? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  only  to  siiy  that 
I  have  not  examined  the  case,  but  I  think  the 
testimony  ought  to  be  exceedingly  clear  and 
conclusive  that  they  have  been  destroyed  be- 
fore we  concur  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSBN.  I  should  like 
to  hear  the  report. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Is  this  the  matter  of 
James  A.  Bell? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    It  is. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  will  state  to  the  Sen- 
ate and  my  colleague,  as  I  have  not  had  the 
opportunity  to  state  to  him  before,  that  it  turns 
out,  upon  information  brought  to  me  yesterday, 
that  this  bill  could  not  be  exlecilted.if  I  under- 
stand the  snggi9stion  aright,  that  tne  destruc* 
tion  of  dies  and  other  things  renders  it  impos- 
sible to  duplicate  these  bonds,  and  a  bill  was 
sent  to  me  yesterday  which  I  introduced  and 
had  referred  to  the, Committee  on  Finance, 
upon  the  information  that  the  Committee  on 
Claims  had  reported  back  the  bill  and  had  it 


refiirred  to  the  Committee  on  FissQce,  aod 
that  that  committee  had  reported  tbe  bill  ad- 
versely for  Uie  rtesons  I  so^ipose  stated  io  i 
letter  which  came  from  the  Tr^orer  of  tb« 
United  States  tb  me.  Tbe  saggestio&  was 
that  I  should  introdu<^  th^  bill  itt  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  s'npposed  to  be  pending  snd 
in  the  Committee  on  Claims!,  h  taro^d  oat 
that  the  bill  had  been  referred  ta  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  by  that  comaiiuee  repotted 
back,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, and'  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 
reported  back  adversely.  Therefore  1  intro 
dnced  the  bill  which  provides  relief  in  another 
mode  fbr  Mr.  Bell,  and  had  it  referred  to  tbe 
CommitlJee  on  Finance.  With  theife  fticis  he- 
fore  him,  my  colleague  can  doubtless  do  vhit 
ever  the  case  requires. 

Mr.  FENTON.  My  attention  hsd  beeo 
called  a  moment  before  my  college  nide 
this  explanation  to  the  letter  froitt  tSe  Tretd- 
urer  under  date  of  March  29,  inclosinf  as:ab- 
stitnte  for  the  bill  which  paMed  t^%  floDse  of 
Representatives  and  which  has  nov  been 
reported  from  the  Cotbmilt^e  ^vf  Piitfttice  sod 
is  before  tbe  Senate.  Under  ill  the  circom 
stances,  I  will  ask  the  Senator  from  Iowa  to 
withdraw  the  report  notil  this  subject  can  be 
examined. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  desire'  to  aay  that  tiie 
Senator  from  New  York  [Mr.  CoirxLiBto]  i; 
mistaken  in  assnmidg  that  there vaa  an  adiene 
report  from  the  Committee  on  Clsim&  There 
was  no  adverse  report,  bat  they  merely  repotted 
it  back  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  My  friend  will  paidofl 
me  ;  he  misunderstood  me.  I  said,  oh  inforo- 
ation  obtained  at  the  desk,  that  the  Coo 
mittee  on  Claims  deemed  the  Committee  oo 
Finance  the  more  s^ppropriate  committee  t<) 
consider  it,  and  reported  it  back  and  b«i  it 
referred  to  that  committee,  and  that  the  Gob 
mittee  on  finance  reported  it  adversely  wd 
had  it  postponed^  as  I  was  told. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    That  is'  a  misUke. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  it  is  still  in  ^' 
Committee  on  Finance,  and'  I  suggeift  tn  both 
Senators  the  whole  purpo^  wilt  be  sccon 

Elished,  as  the  amendment  pi^pos^  h«s  also 
een  referred  to  that  committee,  if  tftey  vil) 
consider  it  and  make  such  report  ftoffl  i^ 
committee  as  they  shall  deeitf  best. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  M*  report  h 
withdrawn. 

HAIL  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  dow  renew  the  re(|Kft 
that  I  made  a  moment  since,  that  the  Seoite 
take  up  Hoose  bill  No.  1980,  on  the  sublet 
of  straw  bidding.  Senators  all  understand  it. 
It  was  up  some  days  ago. 

There  beinie  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  to 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  cob- 
aider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1930)relaUDg  to  pro 
posals  and  contracts  for  tran^rtatios  of  the 
muls,  and  for  other  purposes.  It  proTido 
that  any  person  or  persons  bidding  for  tb 
transportation  of  the  mails  upon  aar  roote 
which  may  be  advertised  to  be  let,  andreceiv 
ing  an  award  of  the  contract  for  such  gerrice. 
who  shall  willfully  refuse  or  fail  to  enter  into 
contract  with  the  Fostmaster  General,  in  do? 
form,  and  perform  the  service  described  io  oii 
or  their  bid  or  proposal,  is  to  be  deemeu 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conTicUOD 
thereof;  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
$5,000,  and  bv  imprisonment  for  a  term  noi 
exceeding  twelve  months. 

Each  bid' for  carrying  the  mail  is  hcrewi*'' 
to  have  affixed  to  it  the  oath  of  the  bidder. 
taken  before  a  person  qualified  to  admipii'^^ 
oaths,  that  he  has  the  ability  pccunianly  to 
fulfill  his  obligations,  and  that  the  bid  is  made 
in  good  faith  and*  with  the  intention  to  enter 
into  contract  and  perform  the  serrice  incase 
his  bid  shall  be  accepted  j  and  thai  the  siffl*' 
tures  of  his  guarantors  are  genuine ;  and  Uiw 
he  believes  the  guarantors  pecuniarily  respoos- 
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ible  for  and  sble  to  pay  aH  damages  the  United 
States  shall  saffer  by  reason  ot  the  bidder's 
fidliag  ^  perfonn  hl»  obligations  as  soch 
bidder. 

Any  postmaster  who  shall  affix  his  signatiire 
to  the  certificate  of  sufficiency  of  Koarantors 
before  the  goaranty  is  signed  by  the  guaran- 
tors is  to  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor, 
and|  on  eontietion  thereof,  be  ])Qttished  by  a 
fine  not  eteeddiog$l,000,  or  by  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  one  year,  or  both,  and  be  forth- 
with dismissed  fromf  office. 

No  bidder  Hot  carrying  the  mails  is  to  be 
released  from  his  obligation  under  his  bid  or 
proposal ,  notwithstanding  an  award  made  to 
a  lower  bidder,  until  a  contract  for  the  desig* 
nated  service  shall  hare  been  duly  signed  oj 
8uch  lower  bidder  and  accepted,  and  the  ser* 
vice  entered  upon  by  the  contractor  to  the 
satis&ctipft  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

The  Postmaster  General  is  to  have  power  to 
reject  bids  for  mail  service  which  shall  appear 
to  him,  upon  due  investigation,  to  be  exor- 
bitant, fraudulent,  or  fictitious;  but  in  all  such 
cases  he  shall  report  his  action  and  the  rea- 
sons therefor  to  Congress  at  its  next  session 
thereafter. 

After  auy  regular  bidder  or  contractor  for 
the  transportation  of  the  mail  upon  any  route 
shall  have  failed  to  enter  into  contract  and 
commence  its  performance  the  Postmaster 
General  is  to  proceed  to  contract  with  the 
next  lowest  bidder  for  such  service  who  will 
enter  into  a  contract  and  perform  it,  unless  the 
Postmaster  General  can  contract  upon  better 
terms  for  the  Government  with  some  other 
responsible  party,. in  which  case  he  is  author- 
ized so  to  do. 

The  seventh  section  repeals  the  provision  of 
the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  S,  1871, 
requiring  certified  checks  or  drafU  to  accom- 
pany bids. 

In  case  of  the  sickness  or  unavoidable  ab- 
sence from  his  office  of  the  postmaster  of  any 
money -order  post  office,  he  may,  with  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Postmaster  (General,  authorize 
the  chief  clerk  or  some  other  olerk  employed 
therein  to  act  in  his  place,  and  to  discharge 
all  the  doties  required  by  law  of  such  post* 
master;  but  the  offi^ftial  bond  given  by  the 
principal  af  the  office  is  to  be  held  td  cover 
and  apply  to  the  acts  of  the  person  appointed 
to  act  in  his  place  in  such  cases,  and  such 
acting  officer  is,  for  the  time  being,  to  be  sub* 
.ject  to  all  the  liabilities  and  penalties  pre* 
ecribed  by  law  for  the  official  misconduct  in 
like  cases  of  the  postmaster  for  whom  he 
shall  act. 

The  Postmaster  General,  whenever  he  may 
deem  it  consistent  with  the  public  interest, 
may  accept  new  surety  upon  any  contract  ex* 
isting,  or  hereafter  made,  for  carryini^  the 
mails,  in  substitution  for  and  release  ot  any 
existing  surety. 

The  GommiUee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  report  the  bill  with  two  amendments. 
The  amendments  were  in  section  six,  line 
three,  to  strike  out  the  word  *'  and''  and  insert 
the  word  *'or;"  and  in  line  six,  after  the  word 
' '  unless,"  to  insert  the  words  **  such  bid  being 
exorbitant." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  bo  no 
objection,  these  amendments  will  be  regarded 
as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  hope  they  will  be  re- 
jected. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  propose  to  offer  several 
amendments  to  perfect  tae  bill  which  will  take 
the  place  of  Uiese  amendments. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then,  if  there 
he  no  objection,  these  amendments  will  be 
rejected,  and  they  are  rejected. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  With  the  assent  of  my 
friend  from  Minnesota,  I  move  to  amend  the 
bill  in  section  one,  line  six,  by  striking  out 
the  word  *' willfully"  and  inserting  the  word 
"wrongfully." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.   In  secUon  two,  line  three, 


I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  "a  person,"  at 
the  beginning  of  the  line,  and  to  insert  the 
words  "an  officer." 
.The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  section  three,  line 
one,  1  move  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the 
word  "postmaster"  the  words  "or  other 
officer,"  so  as  to  impose  this  penalty  upon  any 
certifying  officer  of  the  United  States,  requir- 
ing fidelity  from  him,  instead  of  merely  having 
it  apply  to  the  postmaster. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
does  not  object  to  these  amendments,  and  they 
will  be  regarded  as  agreed  to  unless  a  division 
is  demanded.    This  amendment  is  agreed  to* 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  the  second  line  of  the 
same  section,  after  the  word  "guarantors,"  I 
move  to  insert  the  words  "  or  sureties,"  which 
is  merely  a  verbal  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  the  third  line  of  the 
same  section,  after  the  word  "guarantee,"  I 
move  to  insert  the  words  "  or  contraoL" 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  After  the  word  "  guar- 
antors," in  the  third  line  of  the  same  section, 
I  move  to  insert  the  words — which  may  pos- 
sibly have  more  than  a  mere  verbal  applica- 
tion— "  or  shall  knowingly  make  any  faise  or 
illusory  certificate,  shall  be  forthwith  dismissed 
from  office,  and;"  so  that  the  section  will 
read: 

That  any  postmMter  or  other  oiBeer  who  shall  affix 
hiB  signature  to  the  certificate  of  saffioiency  of  guar- 
antors or  sureties  before  the  guarantee  or  contrabt  is 
signed  by  the  guarantors,  or  shall  knowingly  make 
any  hlae  or  illusory  certifloate.  shall  be  lorthTrith 


from  office*  and  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor,  Sto, 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  After  the  word  "guar- 
antors," in  the  third  line,  if  I  have  not  already 
suggested  it,  the  words  "or  sureties"  Should 
be  inserted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  in  the  sixth  and 
seventh  lines  of  the  same  section  the  words 
"  and  shall  be  forthwith  dismissed  from  office  " 
ishonld  be  stricken  out,  as  they  are  transposed 
to  a  more  appropriate  place  in  the  section. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  the  fourth  section, 
fourth  line,  I  move  to  amend  by  striking  out 
the  word  "signed,"  as  applied  to  the  con- 
tract office,  and  inserting  the  word  "exe- 
cuted," which  has  a  broader  definition. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  the  fifth  line  of  the 
same  jection,  aft«r  the  word  "bidder,"  I 
move  to  insert  the  words  "and  his  sureties," 
which  is  also  merely  verbal. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  now  move  to  strike  out 
the  fifUi  section  altogether,  to  which  there  was 
considerable  opposition,  which  provides  that 
the  Postmaster  Qeneral  shall  have  power  to 
reject  any  bids  for  mail  service  whieh  aj^pear 
to  him  on  investigation  to  be  exorbitant, 
fraudulent,  or  fictitious ;  which  seems  to  leave 
him  a  discretion  that  the  law  has  never  designed 
to  repose  in  him. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
if  he  would  not  have  that  power  anyhow  ?  If 
he  supposed  the  bids  to  be  fraudulent,  he  cer- 
tainly would  not  be  justified  in  acting  upon 
them. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  he  supposed  them  to 
be  fraudulent,  that  would  be  a  doubtful  ques- 
tion. If  they  were  in  fact  fraudulent  or 
forged 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  they  should  "appear 
to  him  to  be  fraudulent ;"  and  that  is  the  lan- 
guage of  the  act. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  He  does  exercise  the 
power  now,  but  under  pretty  strong  limitationt. 


88  he  ought  to,  where  he  finds  a  bid  is  clearly 
and  plainly  a  fictitious  one,  made  by  no  per- 
son, merely  put  in  in  order  to  produce  oiffi- 
calty.  He  treats  that  as  an  entire  nullity  now ; 
but  if  you  |>Vovide  by  express  provision  of  law 
to  make  him  the  final  judge  upon  all  these 
questions,  then  when  you  have  a  Postmaster 
General,  or  any  of  his  assistants  who  are  con- 
nected with  the  contract  office,  who  are  not  as 
attentive  to  their  duties  as  the  present  Admin- 
istration, there  will  be  constant  suspicion  and 
complaint  that  under  cover  of  bids  not  being 
exactly  what  they  ought  to  be,  they  will  be 
rejected  as  fraudulent  and  contracts  given  to 
other  persons:  whereas  when  we  make  an- 
other amendment  to  the  seventh  section  of 
the' bill,  whieh  will  take  the  place  of  this  sec- 
tion in  reality,  we  provide  means  by  which 
every  bid  is  subjected  to  an  actual  test  almost 
as  soon  as  made,  and  when  made  is  subjected 
to  the  test  of  a  deposit  in  a  better  form  than 
the  law  now  provides  of  guaranty  for  reali^. 
So  I  think  it  altogether  better  that  the  fifth 
section  should  go  out. 

Mr.  TRUMB  DLL.  I  shall  not  object  to  the 
striking  out  of  the  fifth  section,  but  I  wish  to 
make  one  remark.  It  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
clearly  the  duty  of  any  officer  connected  with 
the  making  of  a  contract  or  the  settlement  of 
a  claim,  when  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
fraudulent  contract  or  a  fraudulent  claim,  to 
withhold  the  execution  of  it,  and  bring  it,  if 
necessary,  to  the  notice  of  Ciongross.  I  think 
it  would  be  the  duty  of  an  officer  to  take  that 
responsibility,  and  not  allow  what  appeared  to 
him  to  be  a  fraudulent  contractor  cl/um  to  be 
consummated  while  he  had  that  evidence  before 
him ;  and  I  think  he  would  do  that  at  any  rate 
without  this  section.  Therefore  I  have  no 
objection  to  its  going  out. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  section  is 
stricken  out. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  to  amend  the 
sixth  section  of  the  bill  by  striking  out  in  lines 
seven,  ei|^t,  and  nine,  after  the  words  "  Post- 
master General,"  the  words  "  can  contruet 
upon  better  terms  for  the  Government  With 
some  other  responsible  party,  in  which  case 
he  is  hereby  authorized  so  to  do,"  and  to  insert 
"  AM  consider  such  bid  too  high,  in  whi6h 
case  he  shall  readvertise  such  service."  So 
Uiat  instead  of  reading  as  it  does  now,  that  he 
may  contract  upon  hetter  terms  with  any 
responsible  party  without  an  advertisement, 
it  enables  him^  if  a  bid  is  exorbitant,  in  other 
words,  if  it  is  going  to  tax  the  public  too  heav- 
ily, to  reject  that  oid,  it  being  the  one  next 
above  the  lowest  under  this  section,  and  to 
advertise  the  service  again.  I  presume  there 
is  no  pbjecUon  to  that  on  the  nart  of  anybody. 

The  amendment  was  agreect  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Now  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  seventh  section  of  the  bill,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words : 

That  the  provision  of  the  fourth  section  of  the  act 
of  March  8, 1871.  requiring  certified  checks  or  drafts 
to  accompany  bids,  be*  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
repealed. 

And  to  insert  in  lien  thereof  what  I  send  to 
the  desk  and  ask  to  have  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  substitute,  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  hereafter  all  bidden  upon  every  mail  route 
for  the  transportation  of  the  mails  upon  the  same, 
where  the  anxiual'  compensation  for  the  service  on 
taoh  route  at  the  time  exceeds  the  sum  of  $5,000,  shall 
accompany  their  bids  with  a  certified  ohe^k  or  drafti 
payable  to  the  order  of  the  Postmaster  General,  upon 
some  solvent  national  bank,  which  check  or  draft 
shall  Uot  be  lees  than  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  the  annual  pay  on  said  soute  at  the  time  such  bid 
is  made,  nor  lees  than  ten  per  cent,  of  the  amoant 
of  one  year's  pay  proposed  in  such  bid  if  the  bid 
be  for  new  service.  In  case  any  bidder,  on  being 
awarded  any  such  contract,  shall  fSail  to  enter  into 
the  same  with  good  and  snmcient  securities  accord- 
ing to  the  terms  on  which  snob  bid  was  made  and 
accepted,  such  bidder  shall  forfeit  the  amouat  so 
deposited  to  the  <}overniaent,  and  the  same  shall 
forthwith  be  paid  into  the  Treasury ;  but  when  such 
contract  shall  be  daly  and  seasonably  entered  into 
as  aforesaid,  such  draft  or  check  so  deposited  shall 
be  returned  to  the  bidder. 

Mr,  EDMUNDS.     That  ought  to  be  five 
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per  cent,  inetead  of  teO)  the  chairman  tells  me, 
and  I  modify  the  ameodment  by  chaDgiDg  ten 
per  cent,  to  five  where  it  occurs. 

Mr.  GORBETT.  I  think  that  that  ten  per 
cent,  should  be  stricken  out  entirely,  for  this 
reason-:  if  the  service  amounts  to  $50,000 
this  year,  a  man  can  bid  to  carry  it  for  $5,000 
next  year,  and  deposit  the  amount  of  five  or  ten 
per  cent,  upon  what  he  bids  inst^td  of  on  the 
contract  of  the  year  before. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No;  my  friend  is  mis- 
taken. 

Mr.  GORBETT.  I  understand  that  the 
amendment  as  to  the  ten  per  cent,  provides 
that  it  shall  be  ten  per  cent,  upon  his  present 
bid. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  is  mistaken. 
It  provides,  as  I  now  modify  it,  as  it  is  said  that 
ten  per  cent  is  too  high,  that  it  ^hall  be  five 
per  cent,  of  the  service  of  the  current  year, 
and  it  shall  also  be  five  per  cent,  of  his  new 
bid,  so  that  if  he  bids  high  above  the  last 
year's  service  he  must  put  up  the  whole  mar- 
gin. 

Mr.  GORBETT.     In  addition? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  addition;  but  if  he  bids 
below  he  must  put  up  five  per  cent,  on  the  last 
year's  service. 

Mr.  GORBETT.  I  did  not  understan4  the 
amendment,  if  that  is  the  way  it  reads. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  have  a  further  amend- 
ment to  ofifer  from  the  Gommittee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads.  It  is  to  add  as  a  new 
section  the  following : 

That  tha  Poskmaster  General  is  hereby  author- 
ised to  oauBo  to  be  placed  to  the  oredit  of  th*  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  for  the  service  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  the  net  proceeds  of  the  money- 
order  business,  and  that  the  receipts  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  derived  from  this  soaroe  during 
each  quarter  shall  be  entered  by  the  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department  in  the 
accounts  of  said  Department  under  the  head  of 
"revenue  from  money-order  business." 

I  will  simply  say  that  this  has  been  reported 
favorably  by  the  Gommittee  on  Appropria- 
tioDS,  and  is  now  in  an  appropriation  bill,  to 

fo  into  effect  on  the  Ist  of  July  next ;  but  the 
'ostmaster  General  desires  it  to  apply  to  the 
current  year,  to  the  funds  that  are  tied  up 
there  just  like  Mohammed's  coffin,  and  cannot 
be  used  by  either  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  have  not  reported 
the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Then  the  House  have 
amended  it  in  that  way.  There  is  no  objection 
to  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  know  whether 
there  is  or  not. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  What  is  the  object 
of  it? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     I  will  state 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Ghair  must 
state  that  the  morniog  hour  has  just  expired. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Rather  than  hazard  this 
bill,  I  would  prefer  to  let  this  amendment 
pass  over  for  the  present. 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sena- 
tor withdraw  it? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     Yes,  sir. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendments  made  as  in 
Gommittee  of  the  Whole  were  codourred  in. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Mr.  Presidentf 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Delaware  has  ris^n  on  this  bill.  The 
Indian  appropriation  bill|  therefore,  is  now 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Before  the  appropriation 
bill  is  taken  up  I  should  like  to  submit  a  motion 
that  this  bill  as  amended  be  printed,  so  that 
we  may  understand  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Delaware  desirps  to  have  the  bill  as 
amended  printed;  au'd  as  the  bill  is  to  go 
over,  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  may  renew 
his  amendment,  if  he  desires  to  do  so. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     Very  well.     I  renew  it. 

The  VICE  PiiESIDENT.    The  biU  will  be 


grinted  with  the  pending  amendment  of  the 
enator  from  Minnesota. 
Mr.  GASSERLY.    I  wish  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill,  to  come  in  at  the -end  of  sec- 
tion six. 

The  VIGE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

BILLS  IMTRODUCBD. 

Mr.  SPENCER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leaye  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  912)  for  the  restoration  of  Commander  H-. 
N.  T.  Arnold,  United  States  Navy,  to  the 
active  list  ffom  the  retired  list;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Gom- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  AMES  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
918)  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  dis- 
trict judge  iu  each  of  the  judicial  districts  of 
Mississippi ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Gommittee  on  the  J^udioiary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IMPOUTATrONS  OF  WOOLS  AND  W00LBM8. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.     Before  the 

appropriation   bill   is  taken   up,  I  offer  the 

following  resolution,  and  ask  tor  its  present 

consideration : 

Be»otoed,  That  the  Commissioner  of  Agrlonlture 
be  requested  to  eommunieate  to  the  Senate  the  oom- 
parative  importations  of  wools  and  wooleos  eaeh 
year  of  the  last  decade,  and  all  facts  recorded  in  the 
Department  showing  the  causes  of  fluctuations  in 
numbers  of  sheep  and  prices  of  wool. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

INTKNTOKY  OF  GOVSRNMBNT  PROPBRTT. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  am  directed 
by  the  Gommittee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  to  report  a  bill ;  and  as  it  is  very 
short,  and  I  think  no  one  will  object  to  its 
immediate  passage,  I  ask  for  its  present  con- 
sideration. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  910) 
relating  to  inventories  and  accounts  of  the 
property  of  the  United  States  in  public  build- 
ings and  grounds  was  read  three  times,  and 
passed.  In  order  to  carry  out  more  effectually 
the  second  section  of  an  act  entitled  ^'  An  act 
to  provide  inventories  and  accounts  of  the 
property  of  the  United  States  in  the  public 
buildings  and  grounds  belonging  to  the  United 
States  in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  approved 
July  16,  1870,  the  bill  provides  that  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  officer  or  officers  having  in 
charge  the  property  of  the  United  States  in 
and  about  the  Capitol,  the  President's  House, 
and  the  Botanical  Garden,  to  furnish  an  annual 
statement  to  the  architect  of  the  Capitol  ex- 
tension by  the  1st  day  of  December  in  each 
year,  setting  forth  the  public  property  in  all 
the  buildings,  rooms,  and  grounds  under  their 
charge  purchased  during  each  year,  and  an 
account  of  the  disposition  of  such  property 
during  the  same  period,  whether  by  sale  or 
otherwise. 

HISSSAGB  FROM  THB  H0U8B. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa* 
tives,  by  Mr.  Clinton  Llotd,  its  Chief  Clerk, 
announced  that  the  House  had  passed  the  fol- 
lowing bills ;  in  which  it  requested  the  concur- 
rence of  the  Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2193)  to  prohibit  certain 
persons  from  entering  public  lands: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  590)  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Iowa  under 
the  provisions  of  the  homestead  laws ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2194)  to  amend  the  town- 
site  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities  or  towns 
of  Black  Hawk,  Central  City,  and  George- 
town, in  the  Territory  of  Colorado,  and  for 
other  purposes; 

A  bUl  (H.  R.  No.  878)  for  the  relief  of 
settlers  on  the  Osage  lands  in  the  State  of 
^LansaS'  * 

A  bill'  (H.  R.  No.  846)  to  ouiet  the  titles  to 
certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Missouri  { 


A  biU  (H.  R.  No.  1027)  to  perfect  navigi. 
tion  on  the  Mississippi  river ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2124)  granting  therigkt 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  for  the  eoo- 
structton  of  a  railroad  from  Great  Salt  Lab 
to  Portland,  OrcM^on ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2195)  relating  to  certain 
lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Hoaie 
insisted  on  its  amendments  to  the  bill  (8.  No. 
665)  to  extend  the  time  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin  to  complete  a  road  from  Lake  St.  Croix 
to  Lake  Superior,  asked  a  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  tkeieoa, 
and  bad  appointed  Mr.  JoHir  H.  KircHiM  of 
New  York,  Mr.  Jkrbii UH  M.  Busk  of  Wii- 
consin,  and  Mr.  William  S.  HoLXD^ofbdi- 
ana,  managers  at  the  same  on  its  part 

The  message  further  announced  tbat  tlt« 
House  had  passed  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
to  print  extra  copies  of  the  report  aod  teiti- 
mony  taken  before  the  Senate  Committee  o& 
Investigation  and  Retrenchment,  with  &a 
amendment,  in  which  it  requested  the  coociir- 
rence  of  the  Senate. 

ENBOLLBD   BILLS  SIGNBD. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  had  signed  the  following  cDrolled 
bills  \  and  they  were  thereupon  signed  bj  the 
Vice  President : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  48)  to  settle  and  quiet  the 
titles  to  lands  along  the  boundary  hoe  betweea 
the  States  of  Georgia  and  Florida;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1664)  to  change  the  loct 
tion  of  the  First  National  Bank  of  Seoec^h 
State  of  Illinois,  to  the  city  of  Morris,  Illioois. 

PIBDMONT  AND  POTOMAC  ilAU.ROiD. 

Mr.  LB  WIS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  Senite  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  bt*  the  bill  (S.  No. 
691)  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  tbetub- 
scription  of  the  District  of  Colambia  to  Ibe 
stock  of  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  Kaiiroad 
Company. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEB,  (Mr.  Pom 
ROT  in  the  chair. )  It  requires  nnanimons  coo- 
sent,  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  being  before 
the  Senate  as  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  object.  Let  us  go  on  with 
the  regular  order. 

Mr.  LB  WIS.  I  move  that  the  pending  hm- 
ness  be  laid  aside  to  consider  the  bill,  it  wiil 
take  but  a  few  minutes,  I  think,  to  pass  tius 
bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  cannot  be  passed  in 
two  days,  nor  ever. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  should  like  to  tiy  thsi 
The  Senator  from  Vermont  is  opposed  to  the 
bill|  I  presume.  . 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator,  from  Virginia  insist  on  his  motion 7 

Mr.  LEWIS.     Yes,  sir. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  moves  tbat  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  do  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEWIS  called  for  the  yeas  and  mjb, 
and  they  were  ordered  j  and  being  taken,  re- 
sulted—yeas*  22,  nays  20;  as  follows: 

YBAS-Meaara.  Blair.  CasBorlj.  Cooper.  FgiTf; 
Michigan.  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Marjlwd.  fljaj 
ton  of  Texas,  Hitchcock,  Kelly.  Leww,  NorfwJ. 
Nye,  Oaborn,  Pool.  Ramsey.  Bobertaon.  i>»»y«' 
Soott.  SteveuBOn.  Stockton  .Tipton,  and  VickeR--^ 

NAYS-Mossrs.  Ames.  Anthony,  Caldwell.  OW 
ton.  Cole.  ConkUng,  Corbett.  Bdmundf.  Iwf/ 
huyaen.  Harlan.  Howe.  Kellois,  MomlUf  Mwf«: 
Morrill  of  VermontpPomeroy.  Pratt.Scbur».W« 

cer.  Sumner,  and  Windom— 20.  _        ,   «  ,._,.- 
ABSENT  -  Messrs.  Alcorn,   Bayard.  Boremw. 

Browilow.  Buckinjrham.  Cameron.  ^^^^J 
Chandler.  Cragin.  Davis  of  Keotueky.  D»^J' 
West  Virginii.  IPenton.  Ferry  o/  ConnMUffl^ 
Flanagan.  Goldthiraite.  Hamlin.  HiU.  Jo^Xj^i* 
Logan,  Morton.  Patterson.  Blo^  ^^S 
Sherman.  SpragU^e.  Stewart.  Thurman..TniBMu. 
West,  Wilson,  and  Wright-31. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  1  now  move  to  proceed  Ij 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  I  have  indiwtefl. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  m  [^ 
No.  691)  giving  the  assent  of  CongreM  to  we 
Bttbscription  of  tho  Pwtrictof  Columbm  to  u« 
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Stock  of  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  Railroad 
Company  was  read  a  second  time^  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Gominittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  there  any  report  ac- 
companying that  bill? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  is  no 
report 

Mr..  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  hear  it 
read  again  while  I  find  a  book. 

The  Dill  was  read. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  what  these  provisions  are  that  we 
are  approving  and  sanctioniug  without  haviug 
them  before  us  or  any  information  on  the  sub- 
ject? I  do  not  think  the  Senate  ought  to  act 
and  tax  the  property  of  this  District  in  this 
manner  blindly  without  having  any  informal 
tion  upon  the.  subject,  without  at  least  knowing 
what  it  is  that  the  District  of  Columbia  has 
agreed  to  do,  and  knowing  it  in  an  authentic 
way.  We  might  as  well  tax  the  people  of  this 
town  to  build  a  railroad  in  Alabama  for  aught 
that  we  can  learn  from  this  bill. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suppose  of  course  that  Sen- 
ators must  understana  what  this  bill  is.  I  do 
not  understand  what  it  is,  and  no  report  is 
here.  The  vote  of  the  Senate  has  been  to  lay 
aside  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  for  the  pur- 
pose of  going  on  with  a  bill  with  which  tnere 
18  no  report,  aud  which  Senators  certainly 
cannot  be  presumed  to  know  instinctively  any- 
thing about,  to  ratify  the  action  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly  of  this  District  in  reference 
to  some  railroad,  and  there  is  nobody  who 
seems  to  know  anything  about  it,  or  who  is 
ready  to  disclose  any  information  in  regard 
to  it.  I  move,  Mr.  President,  to  lay  the  bill 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  SPENCER  called  for  the  yeas  and 
nays ;  and  they  were  ordered* 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  submit  to  the  Senator 
from  California  that  it  is  hardly  fair  to  move 
to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table  before  the  Senator 
who  made  the  motion  to  take  it  up  has  had  an 
op(3ortunity  to  say  one  word  in  explanation 
of  it.  It  is  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  there  are  at 
least  two  or  three  gentlemen  here  who  are 
thoroughly  familiar  with  it,  who  could  have 
made  a  suggestion  which  would  have  answered 
the  question  asked ;  but  if  the  Senator  from 
California  insists  on  his  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table,  it  is  a  sort  of  parliamentary  courtesy 
which  I  have  never  seen  extended  before. 

Mr.  COLE.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Fbrbt, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chair.)  The  Chair  will 
remind  Senators  that  this  motion  is  not  debat- 
able. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  thank  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  his  last  remark. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  COLE. .  I  withdraw  mv  motion  for  the 
present,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to  do  so  now. 

Mr.  STEWART.  May  I  suggest  that  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  [Mr.  Lewis]  have  a 
chance  to  explain  the  bill?  I  am  in  favor  of 
railroads,  but  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
this  bill.  I  should  like  to  hear  something 
about  it.  I  do  not  know  what  the  territo- 
rial Legislature  has  done.  I  want  to  hear  it 
explained. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  the  Senator  from  California  to 
withdraw  the  motion  and  to  take  the  floor. 

Mr.  COLE.   One  moment,  to  make  a  remark. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  motion  cannot  be 
withdrawn,  the  yeas  and  nays  having  been 
ordered. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  to  remark  by  .unani- 
mous consent 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
heard  no  objection  to  the  motion  being  with- 
drawn.    It  refused  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  fact  was  disclosed  that 
there  was  no  report  accompanying  the  bill,  no 
authentic  iaformatioQ  xegardisg  it|  and  con- 


cerning such  a  bill  there  ought  of  course  to  be 
something  on  which  the  Senate  could  have 
authority  to  -act. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  had  the  honor  of  making 
the  report  of  thia  bill.  It  was  in  the  absence 
.of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
tract of  Columbia.  I  was  not  aware  that  in 
such  a  case  a  written  report  would  be  expected. 
I  doubt  whether  there  has  been  a  habit  of  the 
Senate  in  aqy  such  case  to  have  reports.  I 
can  state,  however,  that  the  bill  was  carefully 
considered  in  the  committee,  that  boUi  sid^s 
were  heard  at  length,  not  one  person  nor  two 
persons,  but  several  persons,  so  that  there  was 
a  very  full  statement  of  the  case. 

The  practical  question  was  whether  Congress 
would  give  its  assent  to  a  subscription  by  the 
proper  authorities  of  the  District  of  Colombia 
to  the  amount,  I  think,  of  $600,000  in  favor 
of  an  important  railroad,  opening  a  country 
which  is  not  now  opened,  and  which  the  com- 
mittee were  satisfied  was  an  immensely  pro- 
ductive region.  The  committee  thought  that 
Washington  would  be  benefited  by  opening 
that  country,  that  a  railroad  would  be  advan- 
tageous. They  found  that  the  proper  authori- 
ties had  made  this  subscription.  My  friend  at 
my  right  [Mr.  Nte]  reminds  me  that  a  vote 
of  the  people  was  taken,  and  it  stood  12,000, 
I  think,  to  600.  Under  these  circumstances 
the  committee  did  not  feel  authorized  to  stand 
in  ihe  way  of  the  assent.  They  were  satisfied 
that  the  railroad  would  be  very  advantageous, 
that  the  subscription  was  sustained  by  the  peo- 

Sle,  and  by  the  proper  authorities.  If  the  evi- 
ence  in  favor  of  the  value  of  the  road  had 
been  less,  if  the  people  of  the  District  had 
been  at  all  divided,  it  the  proper  Authorities 
had  hesitated  in  the  subscription,  there  would 
have  been  some  justification  for  hesitation  on 
our  part  j  but  the  committee  on  carefully  con- 
sidering it  found  no  ground  of  hesitation. 
They  found  that  the  road,  if  made,  would  be 
unquestionably  of  advantage  to  this  commun- 
ity. They  found  that  the  community  itself 
on  1^  popular  vote  was  immensely  in  its  favor, 
and  tnat  in  a  constitutional  way,  through  the 
proper  authorities,  this  assent  had  been  given. 
The  question,  then,  was  whether  Congress 
should  interfere  by  its  peculiar  guardianship 
and  say  to  these  authorities,  and  to  the  peo- 
ple here,  after  their  popular  vote,  *'  You  have 
erred  I  we  hold  you  back.  We  are  your 
guardians,  and  we  tell  you  from  this  place  of 
authority  you  shall  not  make  the  subscrip- 
tion.''  The  committee  did  not  thinks  that 
Congress  would  be  justified  in  taking  that 
ground,  and  accordingly  reported  the  bill 
before  you. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Mt.  President, 
I  understand  that  the  Senate  have  by  a  vote 
agreed  to  adjourn  on  the  29th  of  May ;  I  think 
that  is  the  day.  The  House  of  Representa- 
tives can  at  any  minate  pass  the  resolution 
fixing  that  as  the  day  of  ac^ournmenL  It  is 
beyond  our  control.  We  have  now  passed 
one  appropriation  bill,  and  are  considering 
another :  and  it  seems  to  me  to  be  very  impru- 
dent ana  indiscreet  for  the  Senate  to  put  aside 
the  appropriation  bills  to  take  up  any  other 
business.  While  that  subject  is  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  House,  we  oa^ht  to  transact  this 
necessary  business  pf  making  appropriations. 
Afler  that  is  attended  to.  then  we  may  attend 
to  other  important  legislation.  I  think  it  is  a 
strange  poliC|y  that  the  Senate  has  adopted  this 
morning,  when  an  appropriation  bill  is  pend- 
inff,  to  lay  it  aside  to  take  ap  this  railroaa  bill. 
Now.  one  word  in  reference  to.  this  railroad 
bill.  1  would  ask  the. Senator  from  Massa- 
chusetts, who  reported  the  bill,  to  inform  the 
Senate,  if  the  information  hsa  come  to  the 
committee,  what  amount  of  genuine  capital  has 
been  subscribed  and  paid  into  this  road.  That 
question  is  of  course,  the  one  of  vital  import- 
ance in  determining  whether  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington should  subscribe  $600,000  of  stock, 
because  to  subscribe  that  amount  of  stock,  and 
the  city  of  Washington  to  p*y  it,  when  most  of 


the  capital  may  or  may  not — I  do  not  know 
how  the  fact  is — consist  in  the  right  of  way  or 
in  the  franchise  or  in  some  other  veiy  evan- 
escent kind  of  capital,  would  be  a  very  singu- 
lar proceeding. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS. .  If  yon  get  the  charter 
you  will  see.  It  has  been  stolen  from  my  desk 
within  a  few  davs 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  That  seems  to 
me  to  be  a  matter  of  consideration.  In  tJie  next 
place,  I  have  never  known  .a  city  or  a  county 
or  a  State — no  I  will  not  say  a  State,  for  in 
the  early  history  of  railroads  I  did  know  some 
States,  but  I  nave  never  recently  known  a 
county  or  township  that  subscribed  for  rail- 
road stock  that  was  not  the  loser  by  it.  And 
one  other  observation.  If  the  stock  of  a  rail- 
road company  is  desirable  so  that  it  is  a  good 
•investment  for  a  corporation,  there  are  abun- 
dant capitalists  in  this  country  who  stand  ready 
at  once  to  take  the  stock ;  and  the  very  fact 
that  this  stock  is  not  sought  after  by  capital- 
ists, but  that  an  application  is  made  to  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  extend  to  it  its  bene- 
faction, is  proof  to  me  that  it  is  not  desirable 
stock. 

One  other  observation 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Will  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  there? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  shall  be 
through  in  a  minute.  I  have  only  one  other 
observation  to  make ;  and  that  is,  that  it  is  not 
the  business  of  the  city  of  Washington  or  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  go  into  the  purchase 
of  stock.  This  city  of  Washington  is  already 
sufficiently  in  debt  and  it  has  in  prospect  the 
contraction  of  a  large  necessary  indebtedness, 
and  if  we  authorize  the  city  to  go  into  the  pur- 
chase of  railroad  stock,  I  inquire  not  of  what 
character,  it  will  very  soon  embarrass  the 
finances  of  this  city.  I  understand  that  this 
subscription  was'  approved  by  a  vote  of  the 
citizens.  That  has  very  little  influence  with 
me.  There  are  a  great  many  citizens  in  all 
towns  to  whom  it  is  a  matter  of  indi£ferenoe 
whether  the  debt  of  the  city  is  one  amount  or 
another  amount,  and  who  care  very  little  about 
it.  This  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  some  twelve 
thousand  to  six  hundred,  it  is  said,  I  think  it 
was;  but  the  vote  of  this  District  is  some 
twenty-five  thousand,  and  therefore  there 
seems  to  have  been  at  least  a  majoritv  of  the 
voters  who  abstained  from  voting  in  favor  of 
this  subscription.  I  think  that  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  are  perfectly  justifiable 
in  keeping  a  supervision  over  the  finances  of 
this  city,  and  in  seeing  that  it  does  not  involve 
itself  beyond  its  means  of  payment. 

These  are  the  reasons  why  I  shall,  when  the 
time  comes,  not  necessarily  vote  against  this 
bill,  although  I  have  no  doubt  I  shall  at  any 
time  vote  against  it,  for  my  mind  is  quite  defi- 
nitely made  up ;  but  at  all  events  I  shall  vote 
to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  so  that  we  may  pro- 
ceed with  the  necessary  aud  legitimate  business 
of  this  period  of  the  session. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Mr.  President,  the  objection 
raised  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  to  the 
consideration  of  this  bill  at  this  stage  of  the 
session,  for  want  of  time,  I  thiuk  comes  with  a 
bad  grace  from  those  who  are  opposing  the 
bill.  I  have  consumed  as  little  time  of  the 
Senate  as  any  other  Senator  upon  the  floor. 

Another  objection  he  raises  is  that  these  cor- 
porators are  not  responsible  men,  or  that  they 
have  not  subscribed  anything.  I  say  that  they 
have  subscribed  $665,000. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  did  not  say 
so.  I  asked  for  information.  I  did  not  know. 
I  asked  what  they  had  paid  in. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  will  give  the  gentleman  the 
information.  I  say  they  are  responsible  men 
and  two  of  them  can  build  every  mile  of  this 
road,  and  the  stock  is  sought  after  and  will  be 
valuable  stock  when  the  road  is  completed. 
The  corporators  are  Eugeue  Kelly,  o(  New 
York,  E.  D.  Sutton,  A.  L.  Reed,  and  some 
other  names  that  I  cannot  make  out,  written 
14  in  pencUj  two  of  whom,  I  have  been  credibly 
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itifonned  bj  gentlemen  from  New  York  wko 
know  them  well,  have  capital  enough  to  make 
the  road.  There  are  $665,000  now  subscribed 
to  the  capital  stock  of  this  road. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    What  is  it  subscribed  in  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS.  It  is  to  be  paid.  Nothing 
will  be  demanded  from  the  city  of  Washington 
until  this  stock  is  paid  in. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS,  that  is  not  the  question. 
I  asked  my  honorable  friend  what  this  con- 
tract of  subscription  provides  that  the  stock 
shall  be  paid  for  in. 

Mr.  LEWIS.    In  money,  as  I  understand. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  charter,  which  after 
a  great  amount  of  searching  was  found  out  of 
the  Senate  Chamber,  where  I  had  carefully 
tried  to  keep  it,  provides  that  these  gentle- 
men may  subscribe 

Mr.  CONKLING.  What  did  you  want  to 
keep  it  out  of  the  Senate  Chamber  for  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No,  I  tried  to  keep  It 
in.  It  is  a  very  interesting  document.  The 
charter,  my  friend  perhaps  is  not  aWare,  pro- 
vides that  the  capital  stock  shall  not  be  less 
than  $100,000  nor  more  than  $4,000,000, 
which  shall  be  divided  into  shares.  Then  it 
provides  that  the  company  may  borrow  money. 
Then  it  provides  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
company  to  receive  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land  in  payment  of  subscrip- 
tions of  stock,  and  so  on. 

I  will  not  call  attention  to  the  other  pro- 
visions at  present.  My  inquiry  was  to  know 
precisely  what  sort  of  subscriptions 'have  al- 
ready been  made  and  whether  they  are  within 
reach  of  the  committee,  so  that  we  can  see 
them. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  have  answered  the  gentle- 
man that  it  is  to  be  paid,  as  I  am  informed 
by  these  gentlemen,  in  monev,  and  the  sub- 
scription on  the  part  of  the  District  will  not 
be  demanded  by  this  company  until  they  give 
a  sufficient  gilarantee  that  it  will  be  paid. 

This  question  was  discussed  elaborately  by 
thosd  opposing  it  in  the  city ;  there  were  only 
a  handtul  of  them ;  and  I  will  here  state  that 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  are  in  favor  of  this  bill 
almost  unanimously.  The -act  was  passed  by 
the  District  house  of  delegates  by  a  vote  of 
17  for  and  2  against  it.  The  act  was  submitted 
at  the  next  general  election  to  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  District  and  approved  by  a  vote 
of  12,089  for  to  666  against  it — almost  a  unan- 
imous vote,  and  a  very  full  vote.  I  do  not 
suppose  there  ever  was  a  fuller  vote  taken  in 
this  city. 

Now,  as  to  the  taking  up  of  time,  I  did  not 
intend  to  say  one  word  on  this  bill.  If  the 
time  of  the  Senate  is  consumed,  the  responsi- 
bility will  be  upon  those  opponents  who  dis-^ 
cuss  this  bill,  and  not  upon  the  friends  of  the 
measure. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  think  I  can  give  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vermont  some  statistics.  It 
seems  that  this  matter  has  been  fully  and  duly 
considered  by  the  authorities  of  this  city ;  that 
this  is  no  hasty  action.  I  have  in  my  hand  a 
memorial  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  of  the  United  States  Senate  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
which  I  will  read : 

To  the  Committee  on  the  DUtridt  of  Columbia  of  the 
United  StiMiee  Senate  .• 

The  nndenigned,  memben  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  respeotfkdly  represent : 

That  in  the  month  of  August  lost,  the  territorial 
Legislature  of  the  District  passed  an  act  which  was 
approved  by  the  Governor  on  the  17th  da^  of  that 
month,  which  contains  the  following  provisions: 

*'  Section  1.  Be  it  enacted.  That,  provided  that 
this  act  shall  be  submitted  to  the  pwple  at  the 
next  general  election,  and  shall  receive  a  majority 
of  the  votes  cast  for  members  of  the  Legislortiye 
Assembly  at  sach  election :  And  provided  further. 
That  this  act  shall  receive  the  approval  and  sanc- 
tion of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aathorized  to  sub- 
scribe in  the  name  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the 
capital  stock  of  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  Rail- 
road Company  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  $600,000: 
Provided,  That  before  such  snbsoription  shall  be 
made,  satisfactory  evidence  shall  be  furnished  to 
the  Board  of  Public  Works  that  such  subscription 


will  bo  adequate  for  the  purpose  of  oompletibg  the 
grading  of  said  road,  and  satisfactory  guarantees 
shall  be  given  to  said  board  that  the  amount  so  sub-r 
scribed  shall  be  faithfully  applied  to  said  work." 

That  said  act  was  passed  in  the  house  of  delegates 
by  a  vote  of  17  in  its  favor  to  2  against  it,  and  in  the 
council  by  a  vote  of  8  in  its  favor  to  none  against  it. 
That  said  act  was  submitted  to  the  people  at  the ' 
then  next  general  election,  and  rSceived  a  large  mft- 
jority  of  the  votes  cast  for  members  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  at  such  election^  the  vote  being  12,039 
in  its  favor  to  only  614  against  it. 

That  a  company  has  been  organised,  under  a 
charter  granted  by  the  State  of  Virginia,  to  con- 
struct this  road,  and  the  sum  of  $665,000  of  bona  fide 
subscriptions  to  its  capital  stock  obtained,  upon 
which  the  per  centa^e  required  by  law  has  been  paid. 
That  the  territorial  Legislature,  through  its  com- 
mittee on  railroads,  has  investigated  the  organisa- 
tion of  this  company,  and  said  committee  made  the 
following  report: 

"  Your  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  .the  ac- 
companying resolution,  marked  A.  find  that  the 
above-named  road  is  properly  organised,  and  that 
bona  fide  subscriptions  have  been  made  to  its  stock; 
also,  that  the  officers  have  been  duly  elected  fbr  the 
company,  and  arc  now  nerforming  tiieir  fonotions* 
The  people  all  along  the  proposed  route  have  signi- 
fied their  willingness  to  cede  the  right  of  way  over 
their  lands. 

**  Tour  committee  are  of  opinion  that  no  further 
le^slation  is  nAcessary  to  secure  the  interest  of  the 
District  of  Columbia'in  the  above  road  than  is  pro- 
Tided  in  *An  act  to  authorise  a  subscription  to  the 
stock  of  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  Railroad  Com- 
pany upon  certain  conditions.' " 

That  in  case  the  subscription  authorised  by  said 
act  to  the  capital  stock  of  said  company  is  made, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  said  road  will  be  speedily 
constructed. 

That  in  view  of  the  vast  benefits  that  will  flow  to 
the  people  of  the  District  from  the  construction  of 
this  read  we  most  earnestly  request  that  Congress 
will  at  once  approve  and  sanction  the  act  passed 
by  the  territorial  Legislature,  and  approved  by  the 
people  with  such  remarkable  unanimity. 
H.  W.  Hall,  Hall  k  Hume. 

H.  L.  Zimmerman,         Philp  k  Solomons, 
W.  BJdoses,  J.  W.  Boteler. 

F.  W^rown,  •  John  T.  Mitchell, 

J.  W.  Cdlley,  Joseph  L.  Savage, 

Johnson  k  Colley,  George  W.  Cochran, 

William  R.  Riley,  M.  W.  Gait, 

Hooe  k  Brother,  H.  Seraken, 

W.  Wall,  John  L.  Kidwell, 

Wall,  Robinson  k  Co.,    Riley  A.  Sbinn, 
Samuel  Lewis,  Thomas  Russell, 

C.  Gantior,  L.  Esberg, . 

Francis  Heyer,  W.  S.  Shepherd, 

WUliamGatty,  Beniamin  F.  Morsel), 

H.  D.  Boteler,  C.  W.  Havenner  k  Co., 

Barbour  k  Hamilton,     W.  H.  Harrover. 

I  will  also  present  in  this  connection  the 
action  of  the  Merchants'  Exchangee  of  George- 
town: 

MaacHANTs'  Exchanob, 
Geobobtowv,  D.  C.  February  15, 1872* 

Beeohed  bp  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Oeorgtioum,  Die* 
trict  of  Columbia,  That  we  heartily  ratify  and  re- 
affirm the  preamble  and  resolutions  passed  by  us, 
July  5,  1871,  touching  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac 
railroad  enterprise :  that  our  convictions  of  its  great 
importance  to  this  District,  so  far  from  being  in  any 
manner  weakenedi  bave  on  the  other  hand  been 


strengthened  and  confirmed;  that  we  have  undi- 
minished confidence  in  the  company  recently  organ- 
ised to  build  the  road ,  and  are  fully  siUisfled  that. 


with  the  proposed  cooperation  of  said  District,  the 
work  will  be  faithfully  pushed  to  its  speedy  conclu- 

•**»"■  EVAN  LYONS,  Preeident. 

Thomas  C.  Wheblib,  Secretary, 

Now,  Mr.  President,  the  simple  question  is 
presented  whether  Congress  will  so  far  ratify 
the  proceedings  thus  far  taken  as  to  give  them 
the  permission  to  complete  this  road.  I  am 
Somewhat  of  opinion  myself  with  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  New  Jersey  in  one  respect, 
and  yet  I  do  not  believe  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  that  pAy  theit  own  money, 
men  of  substance  and  of  wealth,  would  ask  for 
this  thing  unless  they  thought  it  would  be  of 
great  advantage  to  this  city. 

Let  the  Senate  look  for  a  moment  at  the 
condition  of  our  railroadis  in  and  near  Wash- 
ington. During  our  great  war,  during  the 
time  of  that  dreadful  struggle,  there  was  but 
one  little  railroad  tunning  into  Washington, 
upon  which  they  taxed  the  very  humanity  of 
our  nation.     Another  has  been  struggling  to 

fet  in,  and  it  has  had  terrible  hard  work.  It 
nocks  at  the  door  of  Washington.  The  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey  and  a  few  others  say 
you  can  come  to  such  a  point  and  no  further ) 
here  the  travel  ifiust  be  broken ;  here  your 
baggage  must  be  teshipped ;  here  in  the  storm 
and  turmoil  you  have  got  to  get  out  in  the 
storm  and  tempest  jmd  foot  it  or  hire  a  con- 


veyance across  the  town.  For  one,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, I  am  ashamed  of  the  railroad  facilities 
in  the  capital  of  this  nation.  No  other  on 
earth  prohibits  it.  There  is  no  other  capital, 
whether  they  have  large  and  enlightened  views 
or  contracted  ones,  where  they  do  not  regard 
uninterrupted  circulation  from  the  center  to 
the  extremities  as  necessary  and  important. 
This  road 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  this  debate  is  proceed- 
ing by  unanimous  consent 

Mr.  NYE.  Do  you  object?  The  moUon 
to  lay  on  the  table  was  withdrawn.  I  hope 
my  friend  will  not  be  uneasy,  for  I  am  as  anx- 
ious to  get  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  out 
of  sight  as  he  is. 

Mr.  COLE.  If  we  enter  on  the  grand  sub- 
ject of  railroads  I  see  no  end. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  observe  to  the  Senator  from  California 
that  he  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  COLE.  Some  Senators  objected  to  its 
being  withdrawn  after  the  yeas  and  nays  had 
been  ordered;  but  if  it  has  been  withdrawn,  I 
have  nothing  to  say. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
was  regarded  as  withdrawn,  no  objection  be- 
ing made  to  its  withdrawal. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  beg  that  we  have  this 
way  or  the  other.  The  Senator  withdrew  his 
motion. '  I  suggested  that  he  conld  not  do  it, 
the  yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered*  The 
Chair  then  announced  that  he  heard  no  objec- 
tion, and  the  Senator  was  allowed  to  withdraw 
it.  Now  the  honorable  Senator  from  Nevada 
has  the  floor  and  the  Senator  from  California 
cannot  cat  him  off. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
80  understands  the  question. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  understood  that  some  one 
objected  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  motion,  the 
yeas  and  nays  having  been  ordered. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.-  The  Chair 
did  not  hear  any  objection,  and  tolerated  dis- 
cussion, though  the  question  to  lay  on  the 
table  was  not  debatable.  The  Senator  from 
Nevada  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  will  try  not  to  say  aoythiof 
that  will  grate  on  the  ear  of  my  friend  from 
California.    This  road,  I  was  about  to  aay 

Mr.  COLE.  Anything  that  does  not  per- 
tain to  the  appropriation  bill  is  grating  to  me 
just  now.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  NYE.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  appropria- 
tion bills,  and  never  want  to  hear  of  another 
one  until  next  year.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  COLE.    That  is  very  evident. 

Mr.  NYE.  These  appropriation  bills  are 
ehosts  before  us.  If  when  the  Senator  gets 
them  up  he  would  push  them  through  with 
the  vigor  they  ought  to  be  pushed,  we  should 
have  had  them  out  of  the  way.  [Laoghter.] 
That  ends  that  part  of  the  story. 

This  road,  Mr.  President,  makes  another 
avenue  in  and  out  of  Washington,  connecting 
in  such  a  way  with  the  roads  running  through 
Virginia  as  to  make  it  forty  miles  nearer  from 
New  York  to  Cincinnati  than  by  any  other  route. 
Now,  the  question  comes  up  whether  this  is 
desirable,  and  whether  it  id  a  place  and  a 
point  of  time  in  which  my  friena  from  New 
Jersey  should  poise  himself  upon  his  high 
pedestal  and  stand  a  mighty  goardian  of  more 
than  one  hundred  thousand  people  here.  I 
assume  that  these  men  of  business,  these  mea 
of  property,  understand  their  wants  and  ability 
to  pay  as  well  as  the  distinguished  Senator 
-from  New  Jersey.     

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  will  say  lo 
my  friend  that  I  do  not  see  why  the  -men  of 
property  do  not  subscribe  to  the  stock. 

Mr.  NYE.  They  have  subscribed  $650,000. 
I  have  read  that  since  you  went  out. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Six  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  is  but  a  trifle.  How 
long  is  the  road  ? 

Mr.  NYE.    About  sixty  miles. 

Mr.  FRfiLINGHUrSEN.     Six  hundred 
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thoasand  dollars  to  build  a  railroad   sixty 
miles  long  I 

Mr.  NYE.  This  makes  $1,250,000,  and  that 
will  grade  the  road. 

Mr.  FBELINGHUYSEN.  For  sixty  miles? 
Oh,  no. 

Mr.  NYE.    Yes,  it  will. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  know  more 
about  railroads  than  that. 

Mr.  NYE.  Mj  friend  knows  more  about 
railroads,  I  guess,  than  he  does  about  impror- 
ing  Washington*  I  have  noticed  one  tning, 
how  tender  our  brother  Senators  get  when  they 
bay  houses  here.  [Laughter.]  Then  tb^ 
stand  in  nearer  relation  and  are  given  to 
guardianship  over  the  peonle. 

Mr.  F&ELIN6HUYSEN.  With  the  per- 
naission  of  my  friend,  I  will  sav  that  he  has  hit 
the  very  point.  I  have  no  doubt  my  friend 
would  vote  for  this  money.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  those  12,000  who  voted  for  it  probably 
had  very  little  interest  in  the  city.  There  were 
12,000  who  did  not  vote  for  it,  who,  1  under- 
stand, are  generally  opposed  to  this  bill.  This 
is  sheerly  a  question  of  dollars  and  cents.  It 
is  all  a  matter  of  business  whether  it  is  prof- 
itable for  the  city  of  Wa^ington,  and  the 
property- holders  in  the  city  of  Washington,  to 
invest  $000,000  in  this  railroad;  and  if.I  and 
the  other  property-holders  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington believe  th^t  it  is  pot  a  good  investment, 
is  the  best  possible  evidence  that  the  city  should 
not  be  committed  to  it. 

Mr.  NYE,  No  gentleman  has  a  higher 
opinion  of  my  friend  from  Ne^  Jersey  thao  I 
have  myself;  and  yet  I  will  venture  for  this 
once  to  put  the  judgment  of  the  12,000  men 
that  did  vote  against  his,  and  let  it  he  weighed. 
I  undertake  to  say  that  these  fnen  are  the 
j  udges  for  themselves.  Now,  who  doubts  that 
it  would  be  an  advantage  to  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington ?  This  is  the  end  of  everf  place.  Now 
jou  come  to  the  Potomac,  and  you  have  got 
to  cone  across  on  the  ice  or  in  a  wagon  or  a 
most  uncomfortable  omnibus  to  get  to  a  point 
from  which  yon  can  start  for  New  Jersey  where 
nay  friend  resides,  no  matter  what  the  weather. 
Here  at  this  focal  point,,  right  here  at  the  ci^p- 
ital  of  the  nation,  we  have'to-day  one  little  road 
that  backs  in  and  baoks  out.  This  people  ask 
for  permission  to  get  another  outlet  and  an- 
other  inlet  to  mal^  perfect  a  great  line  of 
communication  from  New  York  to  the  Ohio 
river. 

Mr.  FEEUNGHUYSEN.  Do  1  understand 
pay  friend  to  say  that  this  is  a  question  whether 
a  railroad  company  shall  be  permitted  to  come 
in  and  go  out  pf  this  city  ? 

Mr.  NYE.  I  understand  that  this  is  pre- 
cisely the  question :  whether  the  citizens  shall 
be  permittftd  to  judge  for  themselves  whether 
it  will  increase  the  property  and  the  prosperity 
of  this  city  to  give  this  corporate  subQCiiption. 
That  is  what  I  understand  it  to  be,  and  of  that 
I  say  they  are  the  judges.  My  friend  cap 
make  nothing  out  of  those  who  did  not  vote, 
for  the  stay-aways  filways  vote  with  the  major- 
ity. But  who  did  vote  7  The  men  of  property, 
the  men  who  feel  an  interest  in  the  future  of 
this  city,  the  men  who  want  to  accommodate 
the  traveling  public  and  benefit  their  city  at 
the  same  time.  They  are  those  who  have  voted 
on  this  question. 

Mr.  aOBBRTSON.  Will  tfa«  Senator  allow 
me  to  say  award? 

Mr.  NXE.  You  have  not  bought  a  house 
here  too,  have  you  ?    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BOBEBTSON.  I  am  about  buying  one. 

Mr.  NYE.  ThataccounUforit.  [La9gM»r.] 

Mr.  ROBEBTSON.  I  will  say  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Nevada  that  the  men  of  property 
who  wisli  to  make  safe  iuvestmeots  will  be 
sure  not  to  invest  in  this  railroad.  If  they 
wish  to  invest  in  it,  they  have  ample  oppor- 
tunities to  do  sOy  and  not  bind  the  property  of 
other  people. 

Mr.  NYE.  Perhaps  the  next  species  of 
legislation  that  Congress  will  indulge  in  towaad 
tfiia  Diatiicty  that  is  crippled  in  every  way  pQ9r 


sible,  will  be  to  propose  to  form  a  commission ; 
and  if  so,  I  should  recommend  my  distiu: 
gttished  friend  from  South  Carolina  as  presi- 
dent of  the  commission,  to  tell  this  people 
what  they  do  waot  and  what  they  do  not  want. 

Mr.  EOBEBTSON.  I  would  keep  them  out 
of  debt  if  they  did.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  NYE.  Thttiy  of  coarse,  he  is  aptly  fitted 
for  the  place ;  but  it  is  about  as  much  as  any 
people  can  well .  do  to  attend  to  their  own 
bnsiness  properly;  and  when  I  see  men  do 
it  I  propose  to  aid  them  if  I  can.  If  all  the 
reports  are  true  that  I  have  read  from  the 
State  which  the  honorable  Senator  represents, 
he  has  not  kept  it  out  of  debt,  and  it  has 
had  his  guardianship  and  that  of  ethers. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  a  new  thing  in  the 
world  that  an  advance  of  credit  of  $600,000 
makes  $1,200,000,  or  twice  $1,200^000,  ad- 
vance in  the  property  of  a  city  like  this.  What 
makes  the  property  of 'this  city  valuable,  I 
venture  to  assert  to  my  friend  from  New  Jer- 
sey, is  ready  and  ea^  access  to  and  from  it. 
Washington  is  to  be  the  American  winter 
NowporU  The  gentlemen  who  come  here  and 
buy  places  to  setde,  and  look  upon  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  everythiog  that  is  to 
be  seen  here,  are  coming  here  to  stay  and 
spend  their  money  and  their  time.  ]now,  is 
it  wise  to  say  that  this  city  shall  not  do  this? 
They  have  spoken  by  authority,  through  all 
their  constituted  authorities.  They  say  it  is 
best.  Now,  my  friend  from  South  Carolina 
says  it  is  not,  and  let  that  be  an  end  of  it. 
No,  sir ;  no,  these  men  are  bot  served  in  this 
way. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  wish  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion. I  ask  the  Senator  from  Nevada  ^ere 
this  railroad  starts? 

Mr.  NYE.  ^It  starts  from  Washington  ;  its 
particular  junction  I  do  not  know,  butit  con- 
nects with  the  road  to  Cincinnati  that  rans 
through  Virginia. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  road  does  it  con- 
nect with  ? 

Mr.  NYE.    My  friend  from  Virginia  can  tell. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  It  starts  at  or  near  the  Chain 
bridge,  opposite  Georgetown,  or  at  the  Long 
bridge,  or  at  some  intermediate  point. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  With  what  road  does 
it  connect? 

Mr.  LEWIS.  It  connects  with  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley  railroad,  which  will  connect  with 
the  Cheyaapeake  and  Ohio  railroad,  which  is 
now  about  being  copipleted  to  the  Ohio  river. 

Mr.  NYE.  It  makes  a  continuous  route 
directly  through  &om  New  York  to  Ciaeinnati. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Through  the  most  fertile 
portion  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  There  is  already  a  con- 
tinuous.  route  now  running. 

Mr.  LEWIS.    No ;  it  is  very  circuitous* 

Mr.  SPENCEB.  There  is  a  road  from 
here  to  Staunton,  Virginia,  and  this  proposed 
line  is  only  sixteen  miles  shorter. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  have  said  about  all  that  I 
desire  to  eay  on  this  bill.  These  peoi>1e  here 
are  not  so  utterly  and  hopelessly  stupid  as  to 
require  the  especial  guardianship  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  CTnited  States  in  this  particular. 
It  is  a  business  transaotion,  one  npon  which 
they  have  spoken  authoritatively,  and  there- 
fore their  voice  is  entitled  to  be  heeded. 

Before  I  sit  down  I  offer — which  I  think  will 
answer  all  the  objections  of  my  friend  from 
New  Jersey  and  others — the  following  ainend- 
ment  to  the  bill : 

Provided,  That  no  part  of  said  sabscription  by 
said  Distriot  shall  be  paid  until  at  least  an  equal 
amount  subsoribed  by  private  parties  shall  have 
been  oAtoaUy  paid  io  cash  and  expended  in  the 
construction  of  the  road. 

Mr*  FBELIN6HUYSEN.  I  simply  wish  to 
say,  as  the  Seaator  from  Nevada  puts  it  in  that 
shapOff  that  that  in  no  measure  answers  my 
objection.  My  objection  to  the  whole  measure 
is  that  it  is  not  the  business  of  this  city  to  sub- 
scribe to  railroad  stock ;  that  a  subscription  of 
$600,000  is  a  v«iy  poor  capital  for  them  to  1 


make  this  investment,  and  if  the  stock  is  as  |^a 
saySi  th^re  are  abundant  capitalists  who  will 
take  it. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Will  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  FBBLINQHUYSEN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Would  it  not  be  just  as  well 
for  the  Senator  to  allow  the  property-holders 
of  this  city  to  attend  to  their  own  business  in 
that  respect? 

Mr.  FBELINGHUYSEN.  That  quesUon 
has  been  put  rather  discourteously  two  or  Uiree 
times. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  disclaim  any  want  of  court- 
esy to  the  Senator. 

Mr.  FBELINGHUYSEN.  I  do  not  mean 
l>ersonal  discourtesy;  I  meau  that  the  sub- 
ject itself  is  discourteous  to  the  Senate.  What 
has  the  law  done  ?  The  law  has  made  it  our  dut^ 
to  judge  on  this  subject — that  is  our  busi- 
ness— and  when  a  Senator,  in  the  discharge 
of  that  dut^  which  is  imposed  upon  him  by  the 
law,  exercises  his  discretion,  he  is  to  be  asked 
on  the  one  side  by  one  Senator  whether  he  is 
influenced  by  the  fact  that  he  has  l)ought  prop- 
erty, or,  on  the  other  side,  by  another  Sen- 
ator, wnether  Congress  had  not  better  mind 
its  own  business.  That  is  just  what  our  busi- 
ness is.  I  have  no  interest  in  this  subject  and 
no  feeling  about  it ;  but  I  understand  that  I 
am  discharging  my  legitimate  duty  in  candidly 
and  frankly  expressing  n^y  ppinions  in  refer- 
euce  to  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  from  Ne- 
vada, and  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  who  prob- 
ably has  a  much  deeper  interest  in  this  rail- 
road than  any  of  us 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  did  not  hear  that.  I  should 
like  to  hear  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  say  the  Senator  from 
Nevada,  and  the  Senator  from  Virginia,  who 
probably  has  a  mjich  deeper  interest  in  this 
railroad  than  any  of  us,  as  X  believe  it  is  to  go 
to  his  door 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  will  state,  with  the  permis- 
sion of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  I  have 
uo  pecuniary  interest  in  this  road.  1  have  no 
interest  in  it  whatever,  except  that  it  will  go 
through  the  most  fertile  portion  of  my  Suite, 
pass  urough  my  own  county^  and  the  interest 
which  I  have  in  common  with  every  Senator 
here  in  the  city  of  Washington  and  District  of 
Columbia.  I  have  no  pecunianf  interest  in  the 
matter  whatever. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  was  quite  sure  my 
honorable  friend  had  not,  and  I  thiuk  it  per- 
fectly safe  to  say  that  as  a  prudent  and  reason- 
able man  he  never  will  hsve.  [Laughter.] 
What  I  s^y  is,  he  being  a  citizen  of  one  of  the 
counties  in  the  upper  Sheufkudoah  valley,  ^d 
wishing  to  haye  a  railroad  out  of  there  to  this 
city,  and  to  all  other  places  where  he  n»ay  wish 
tb  go,  is  very  willing  to  see  my  property  in  the 
city  of  Washington  taxed  agaiust  ^ny  wiU,  to 
make  me  a  stockholder  in  this  company  a^jjif^Dst 
my  will,  to  build  a  railroad  that  will  lead  to 
this  town. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  With  the  permission  pf  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  I  will  make  this  prop- 
osition to  him:  if  he  will  give  me  the  en- 
hancement of  the  value  of  His  property  here 
by  this  railroad,  I  will  pay  his  tax. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  lam  very  much  obliged 
to  my  honorable  friend.  I  hi^ve  not  got  so 
poor  yet  that  I  cannot  pay  my  own  taif^es ;  but 
I  do  not  know  but  that  I  shi^ll  if  this  District 
government  goes  on  in  the  w^iy  it  has  set  OQt. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  meant  that  p^rt  of  the  ta^ es 
caased  by  the  aid  to  this  roi^,  of  course. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  These  two  Senators,  to 
go  back  again  and  be^n,  seem  to  have  for- 
gotten that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  declares  that  it  is  the  business  of  Con- 
gress to  legislate  for  the  District  of  Colombia 
in  all  cases  whatsoever.  It  is  not,  therefore, 
the  business  of  the  people  in  this  District, 
either  collectively  or  severally,  or  any  part  of 
them,  to  make  laws  for  this  District,  to  t^k^ 
privato  pcoperty  for  pablie  oae.    The  Coosti- 


2126 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  3, 


'^ 


tntion  forbids  it,  and  declares  that  we  are  the 
sole  jadges  first  and  last  as  to  whether  private 
property- is  to  be  burdened  in  this  town ;  and 
we  onght  as  a  dnty  to  the  humblest  citizen,  if 
he  be  oiily  one,  to  see  to  it  that  no  mi^rity  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  hj  whatever  motives  they 
may  be  actuated,  or  in  whatever  interest  they 
may  be  acting,  shftll  oppress  him  or  shall  take 
a  penny  from  his  pocket.  That  is  the  busi- 
ness that  the  people  of  this  nation  have  re- 
posed in  us,  and  it  will  not  do  for  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Virginia  or  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Nevada  to  undertake  to  de- 
clare that  we  are  meddling  with  the  public 
will  of  sovereign  States  who  are  deciding  upon 
matters  relating  to  their  own  concerns.  If 
they  would  devote  a  part  of  their  time  to  read- 
ing the  Constitution,  it  might  be  an  advantage 
possibly. 

Now,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  the  Senate  whether 
it  thinks  in  thepresent  condition  of  this  coun- 
try and  of  public  law  it  is  an  altogether  wise 
experiment  in  any  case  to  authorize  the  inhab- 
itants of  a  municipal  corporation  by  a  majority 
to  take  a  part  of  the  property  of  the  other  in- 
habitants and  put  it  into  the  stock  of  a  private 
corporation;  whether  it  comports  with  the 
rights  of  citizenship,  with  the  private  rights  that 
government  is  instituted  to  establish,  to  compel 
a  private  citizen  to  contribute  a  portion  of  nis 

Sroperty  in  order  that  he  may  become,  either 
irectly  or  by  representation,  a  stockholder  in 
a  private  corporation  which  is  managed  for 
private  interests,  which  puts  its  profits  into  its 
own  pocket,  or  which  suffers  its  losses  to  be 
paid  out  of  its  pocket?  Is  it  the  business  of 
the  sovereign  power  to  deal  with  the  private 
property  of  the  citizen  in  that  way  ?  These 
are  questions  which,  if  they  are  not  offensive 
to  the  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  promoting 
this  bill,  I  should  like  them  tp  consider  a  little. 
There  is  a  principle  in  it,  and  if  experiments 
of  this  character  are  to  be  carried  on,  and  you 
are  to  determine  that  every  town  in  every  State 
majr  by  a  majority,  not  of  its  tax-payers,  but 
of  Its  voters,  independent  of  any  question  re- 
lating to  how  much  they  will  have  to  contrib- 
ute, take  the  property  of  their  neighbors  for 
private  purposes,  you  will  find  the  day  come 
when  *'  the  sober  second  thought"  of  the  peo- 
ple will  revolt  against  such  a  usurpation  of 
power. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  let  us  come  to  the 
practical  question.  Here  are  the  people  of  this 
District  just  set  up  into  one  consolioated  gov- 
ernment with  an  old  debt  inctirred  by  the 
cities  of  Washington  and  Georgetown  for  just 
such  purposes,  which  has  been  a  direct  drain 
upon  tneir  treasury,  a  squander  and  Waste  of  the 
property  of  the  citizens,  and  which,  instead  of 
Its  bringing  any  return  to  the  cities,  stands  as 
a  dead  loss  to-day  upon  their  books. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Was  that  debt  contracted  for 
railroads  to  come  into  the  city? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  my  honorable  friend 
will  possess  his  soul  in  patience  for  a  minute, 
I  assure  him  I  will  not  neglect  his  case.  I 
have  in  my  hand  the  only  document  with  which 
we  have  been  favored  yet  that  touches  upon 
this  transaction,  which  by  dint  of  some  in- 
dustry I  have  succeeded  in  getting.  It  is 
the  official  report  of  the  state  of  the  indebted- 
ness of  the  cities  of  Washington  and  Geroree- 
town  and  the  county  of  Washington,  which 
now  compose  this  District,  from  which  it  ap- 
pears that  the  total  amount  of  the  debt  of  the 
city  of  Washington  up  to  the  time  this  report 
was  made,  which  it  is  stated  does  not  include 
all,  was  $2,966,093  27,  that  of  Georgetown, 
$261,463  87,  that  of 'the  levy  court,  which 
answers  for  the  county,  $28,825  84,  making  a 
total  indebtedness  of  the  late  corporations  on 
the  1st  of  May  last,  or  whatever  time  it  was  that 
they  went  out  of  existence,  of  $8,256,882  48, 
against  which  here  is  a  rosy  statement  of 
▼aluable  assets: 

"Wuhinffton,  I).  C,  Cmo  sohedule  Q.  pace  44.) 
1878.41041. 
^'Owrcetown.  (iMBOhodiile  R.  pace44.)f78,020  96," 


Now  I  turn  to  page  44,  and  find  what  the 
assets  are  out  of  which  this  old  outstanding 
indebtedness,  much  of  it  now  overdue,  of  these 
cities  is  to  be  paid : 

'*  First;  due  from  the  Government  of  the  tJuited 
States  for  improvementB  in  front  of  United  States 
property.  <2U,958  46." 

That  would  be  a  very  good  debt  if  the  other 
party  acknowledged  it  to  be  a  debt  and  was 
willing  to  pay  it  No  doubt  the  so-called  debt 
is  responsible,  but  nobody  has  yet  been  found 
in  Congress  or  out  of  Congress  to  undertake  to 
declare  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  owes  this  sum  or  any  part  of  it.  It 
is  claimed  by  these  cities  that  wherever,  for 
the  purposes  of  trade  and  travel,  they  grade  a 
street  or  build  a  pavement  in  frontof  any  Gov- 
ernment property,  any  public  building,  the 
United  States  is  bound  to  pay  for  that  improve- 
ment ;  and  so  upon  the  same  principle,  if,  in 
the  city  of  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
the  city  authorities  should  pave  the  street  in 
front  of  the  State-Home,  the  State  of  New 
York  would,  of  course,  bo  bound  to  make  it 
good.  Therefore^  without  going  into  a  discus- 
sion of  how  far  the  United  States  might  be 
willing  to  contribute,  J  do  not  think  to  put  that 
down  as  an  asset  available  to  pay  this  debt, 
you  can  call  it  of  great  vidne. 

But  I  pass  that  and  come  to  what  will  be  of 
more  interest  to  my  friend  from  Virginia : 

*'  Seoond :  due  from  the  United  States  Ooveromeot 
for  the  market-house  on  reservation  seven,  disoon- 
tinued  by  order  of  Congress.  $18,000." 

I  will  pass  that ;  it  is  not  quite  so  good  as 
the  first  one. 

'*  Dae  from  the  Washington  and  Alexandria  Rail- 
road Company  for  bonds  indorsed  and  baid.  $45,000." 

I'hat  is  to  say,  the  Washington  and  Alexan- 
dria Raibroad  Company,  which  I  have  under- 
stood is  a  railroad  coming  into  this  town  from 
the  State  of  Virginia,  and  is  designed  to  give 
the  people  of  Virginia  an  inlet  into  the  ci^ 
an  an  outlet  from  it. 

"  Fourth :  due  interest  on  the  above  bonds  for  six- 
teen years.  $44,382  50. 

**  Due  from  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany for  bonds  held  by  the  late  oorporation  of  Wash- 
mffton.  $50,000." 

I  do  not  know  exactly  where  that  canal  ^ oes 
to,  but  it  is  one  of  the  enterprises  in  the  neigh- 
borhood here  that  the  city  has  aided.  Per- 
haps some  Senator  is  able  to  state  what  '*the 
Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  Company'*  is. 
My  friend  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Spbnoer]  sug- 
gedts  that  it  is  the  covering  up  canal  com- 
pany.    [Laughter.] 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Where  does  that  run— 
from  Georgetown  up  the  river? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  It  is  the  canal 
in  front  of  us  here. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  told  it  is  the  canal 
in  front  of  the  Capitol,  which  they  are  now 
filling  up.     Is  that  part  of  it? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Then  to  proceed : 

I'pae  interest  thereon,  sixteen  years.  $48,000. 
Six  per  cent,  stock  redeemed  in  favor  of  public 
schools,  held  in  trust  by  the  register.'' 
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That  is  a  very  happy  asset  to  pay  debts  with. 
You  are  going  to  stop  your  public  schools  to 
treat  this  as  an  asset  to  pay  debts. 

"  Water  stock  redeemed  in  favor  of  public  schools, 
held  in  trust  by  the  register,  $4,000. 
"  Water-rents  due.  $42,782  31." 

As  to  these  water- rents,  everybody  knows 
that  by  law  they  are  to  be  used  exclusively  to 
keep  up  the  water-works,  and  do  not  belong 
to  the  pablio  funds  of  the  Government  here 
at  all.  So  that  out  of  these  $878,000  of  as- 
sets we  find  that  the  only  part  of  them  which 
is  due  from  anybody  to  any  bod  v  as  a  liabil- 
ity is  about  one  hundred  ana  fifty  or  one 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars  of  exactly 
such  performances  as  my  honorable  friend 
from  Virginia  wishes  us  to  ^o  into  now.  That 
is  to  say,  the  city  has  been  inveigled  into  sub- 
scribing fbr  stock  and  indorsing  bonds  for  pri- 


vate enterprises  under  the  name  of  promoting 
the  public  good ;  and  this  shows  where  the 
money  ^es  to,  and  that  it  never  comes  back: 
that  it  is  squandered  and  lost.  So  we  M 
that  these  experiments  have  been  tried,  and 
with  what  success  ? 

The  city  of  Georgetown  is  in  the  ume  way. 
I  need  not  take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  to 
go  over  it. 

We  find,  then,  that  the  District  goTernmeni 
began  with  an  indebtedness,  witfaont  an  avail- 
able  dollar  to  pay  it  except  by  taxation  aponthe 
people,  of  about  three  million  and  a  half  dol- 
lars. Now,  how  has  it  run  up  Since?  Weknov 
that  $4,000,000  for  public  improvementg  hare 
been  voted,  authorised  by  the  organic  act, 
approved  by  the  people.  There  are  $4,000,000 
more ;  that  makes  $7,600,000  of  indebledoes 
of  this  District.  There  are  a  great  many  other 
items  that  I  might  eo  over  which  I  will  not 
take  up  the  time  of  the  Senate  to  do;  bat  for 
these  two  little  cities,  the  largest  portion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  which  are  not  people  of 
property,  and  are  not  able  to  b«ir  heavy  tax 
ations  you  have  a  debt  of  nearly  eight  miliio& 
dollars  at  this  moment ;  and  the  people  of  thb 
District,  those  who  have  property,  and  the 
largest  number  of  them,  as  I  say,  are  those 
who  have  but  little  property  and  find  it  bard 
work  to  make  the  ends  meet  and  pay  their 
taxes,  must  be  taxed  year  by  year  to  pay  the 
interest  upon  this  debt,  and  in  die  end  to  paj 
the  principal. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  With  the  nermisnon  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  I  wiU  say,  inr^rdto 
this  debt  that  he  has  summed  np,  ^at  thb 
$600,000  is  a  portion  of  the  $4,000,000  ioto 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  beg  my  honorable 
friend's  pardon.  The  four  million  loan  that  I 
speak  of  is  a  loan  to  be  expended  nnder  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  for 
the  improvement  of  the  streets  of  the  city,  as 
I  understand ;  and  I  think  my  friend  is  ^erj 
much  mistaken  when  he  says  that  this  $600,000 
is  perhaps  part  of  it,  because  they  have  made 
the  loan  already.  They  are  selling  it,  to  be 
sure,  at  a  very  considerable  dlscoont,  bnt  it  is 
issued  and  put  out,  and  if  this  $600,000  iipirt 
of  it,  then  the  authorities  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  ought  to  be  indicted  tomorrow  for 
violating  their  public  trust  in  issaing  a  loan 
of  this  character  until  Congress  anthoriie^ 
it.  So  that  I  am  sure  my  honorable  friend  is 
mistaken. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  there  mast  be  an  end 
to  this  thing  somewhere  and  at  some  time ;  u^ 
I  think  that  before  the  property-holders  of  this 
District  are  against  their  will — and  I  speak  of 
those  against  whose  will  it  is— or  before  the 
people  of  this  District  are  to  be  permitted  a: 
their  own  will  to  enter  into  what  are  reilly 
private  enterprises  outside  of  the  eity,  they 
should  first  be  seen  to  be  in  a  condition  to  be 
able  to  bear  the  burdens  that  inside  of  the 
District  are  necessarily  resting  upon  their 
shoulders  now. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  shoold  Be  to 
ask  the  Senator  one  question. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Arewetonoder 
stand  that  the  $800,000  put  down  as  asseU  of 
the  District  or  of  the  city  are  pledged  to  thu 
road?  , 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Oh,  no.  I  was  Bierel| 
showing  the  financial  condition  of  the  city.  1 
should  be  very  glad  indeed,  as  one  residen: 
of  the  District,  to  make  this  company  a  gin 
of  all  these  reported  assets  outright  with  vhica 
to  build  their  railroad. 

Mr,  MORRILL,  of  Maine.    The  Senator 
would  have  no  objection,  then,  that  tlje  bill  be 
so  amended  as  t^  authorise  the  local  gorero 
ment  here  to  pledge  those  assets? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Not  the  slightest;  noi 
only  to  pledge  them,  but  to  turn  them  over. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  before  I  proceed  to 
look  at  the  charter  of  this  company  and  see 
who  it  is,  what  it  is,  and  what  its  powers  «ffi 
and  to  the  act  of  the  Legislattve  Assembly 
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pledging  the  credit  of  the  city  for  thia  dam  of 
money,  I  should  like  to  finish  on  the  present 
state  of  taxation  in  this  District. 

Theorganioact,  yon  remember,  sir,  prohibits 
the  laying  of  tax  in  any  form  or  for  any  pur- 
pose in  excess,  I  believe,  of  two  per  cent,  per 
annum,  is  it  not? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.    Yea,  sir. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Nevada,  if  he  had  not  abandened  the 
field,  could  perhaps  tell  me,  as  he  is  so  well 
informed  about  affairs  in  the  District.  I  think 
it  is  two  per  cent.  Since  this  District  govern- 
ment  came  into  existence,  less  than  a  year 
ago,  it  has  voted  through  both  houses  and 
has  made  it  the  law  of  the  District,  so  far 
as  its  action  had  the  power  to  make  it  the 
law  of  the  District,  the  following  taxes :  for 
the  District  fund,  seyei\ty  cents ;  for  lighting 
the  city,  fifteen  cents;  Metropolitan  police, 
twenty  cents;  public  schools,  sixty  cents ;  ten 
year  bonds,  ten  cents ;  interest  on  the  four 
million  loan,  thirty-seven  cents ;  principal  of 
said  loan,  twenty- two  cents — that  is  a  smking 
fund,  I  suppose — ^new  water  loan,  six  cents; 
Piedmont  railroad,  five  cents;  interest  on  sec- 
ond four  million  loan,  thirty-seven  oents;  mar- 
ket-house bonds,  sevenroents:  for  payment  of 
floating  debt,  thirty  cents,  which  the  organic 
act  required  them  to  make  a  tax  for ;  interest 
on  old  funded  debt,  fifteen  cents;  seven-thirty 
certificates,  twenty-five  cents;  Chicago  fire 
bonds,  one  cent — making  $8  60  that  they  have 
already  assessed.  Deducting  one  of  the  four 
jniUion  loans,  which  I  .suppose  is  regarded 
either  as  void  or  is  to  be  annulled  by  an  act 
of  Congress — I  believe  that  is  to  be  it — ^that 
will  be  thirty-seven  cents  out ;  and  then  take 
out  the  Piedmont  railroad,  five  cents,  and 
those  are  the  only  things  that  can  be  deducted, 
making  forty-two  cents  out,  which  still  leaves 
a  tax  on  every  $100  of  valuation  of  $3  18. 

Now  I  wish  to  ask  my  honorable  friend  from 
Virginia  if,  with  an  annual  taxation  upon  the 
property  of  this  District  on  every  $100  of 
$8  18,  in  the  &ce  of  the  organic  act  which 
declares  that  it  shall  never  exceed  two  dol- 
Ultb,  and  with  or  without  that,  situated  as  the 
trade  of  this  city  is,  as  its  manufacturing  in- 
terests are,  if  it  can  be  said  to  have  any,  as  its 
capacity  to  produce  money  with  which  to  pay 
taxes  is,  he  thinks  any  people  can  long  hear* 
that  burden  of  taxation  with  esse,  with  profit, 
or  with  propriety  7  Why,  sir,  look  at  the  con- 
dition of  this  city  at  this  time.  Instead  of  its 
bonds  selling  like  those  of  the  city  of  .Boston 
or  any  of  the  other  cities  almost  in  this  conn- 
try  whose  affairs  are  managed  with  prudence 
and  propriety — and  I  am  not  speaking  this  by 
way  of  criticism  on  the  existing  aathorities, 
because  I  pass  no  judgment  on  them  now,  but 
I  onl^  speak  of  facts — the  bonds  of  this  city, 
instead  of  being  as  they  ought  to  be  for  the 
bonds  of  the  municipal  capital  of  the  nation, 
above  par*  are  a  great  ways  below  par,  and  these 
very  bonds  that  are  being  set  aside  for  these 
pnblic  improvements  or  this  four  million 
loan,  although  I  believe  their  are  a  seven  per 
cent,  gold  bond^  are  selling  for  I  think  about 
ninety  cents  or  eighty-odd  cents  on  the  dollar — 
a  new  fresh  loan — while  the  bonds  of  the  city 
of  Boston,  which  are  a  six  per  cent,  bond  pay- 
able in  currency,  are  selling  above  par. 

What  does  this  mean?  It  means  that  the 
people  who  have  money  to  lend  have  not  fiuth 
in  me  ultimate  ability  of  the  property  and 
people  in  this  District  to  bear  the  amount  of 
burdens  that  are  imposed  upon  them.  Now 
you  are  to  improve  Uie  credit  of  this  city  by 
adding  in  favor  of  an  unknown  railroad  cor- 
poration with  a  charter  as  vague  as  the  wind, 
as  I  shall  presently  show,  with  a  road  thai 
may  go  anj[ where  they  please  to  make  it  go ; 
you  are  to  increase  the  credit  of  the  city,  I 
suppose,  and  help  it  out  of  its  difficulties  by 
taking  up  the  cry  of  a  popular  assembly  that 
yon  will  go  $600,000  more! 

Now  let  us  look  a  little  further.    Here  is  the 
ehwri^  of  this  railroad  company  passed  on  the 


28th  of  June,  1870>  by  the  Legislature  of  Vir- 

ginia: 

"That  it  shall  be  lawful  to  open  books  of  sub- 
soription  for  the  capital  stoek  of  a  company  to  be 
inoorporated  by  the  name  of  the  Piedmont,  and 
Potomac  Railroad  Company,  for  the  parposeof  coa- 
Btmctf  ng  a  railroad  firom  a  point  on  the  Potomac 
river"— 

Which  is  ontside  of  the  city  of  Washington 
on  that  side,  I  take  it— 

*'at  or  near  the  Chain  bridge,  or  at  or  near  the 
Aqnednot  bridge"— 

not  the  Long  bridge — 

"  or  upon  some  railroad  le/idlns  to  one  of  them." 

Leading  either  to  the  Aqueduct  bridge  or  to 
the  Chain  bridge.  This  is  an  indefinite  grant 
to  have  the  eastern  terminus,  if  you  so  call  it, 
of  this  Pied  mop  t  and  Potomac  railroad  upon 
any  railroad  which  may  at  any  time  come  to 
theAqueduct  bridge  or  the  Chain  bridge.  Now, 
what  railroad  will  come  there  first?  Why, 
the  railroad  that  is  being  graded,  as  I  believe, 
for  I  have  happened  to  see  it  as  I  have  driven 
over  that  way  to  Arlington,  the  soldiers' 
burial-ground — there  appears  to  be  a  railroad 
being  graded  there  which  will  run  from  Alex- 
andria, or  somewhere  on  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  railroad  up  the  Potomac  river  to 
the  Point  of  Rocks,  or  wherever  it  may  be, 
possibly  to  Leesburg.  So  that  this  company 
will  have  authority  the  moment  the  grading 
and  the  rails  are  carried  up  to  the  Aqueduct 
bridge  at  Georgetown  from  Alexandria  or 
from  the  Chain  bridge  to  connect  anywhere 
with  that  line. 

They  may  go,  if  they  please,  and  sell  out  to 
the  Orange  and  Alexandria,  and  turn  the  road 
around  the  head  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  and  not 
bring  it  to  the  city  of  Washington  at  all  j  ^nd 
if  they  can  make  money  out  of  it,  nobody  can 
complain,  for  the  reason  that  the  Legislature 
of  Virginia,  acting  for  its  interests,  and  mak- 
ing just  such  a  charter  as  these  people  prob- 
ably wished  to  get,  have  given  them  a  charter 
to  put  the  eastern  end  of  this  road,  in  sub- 
stance, anywhere  they  please,  provided  ihey 
connect  with  any  railroad  that  goes  either  to 
the  Chain  bridge  or  the  Aqueduct  bridge. 
That  is  a  very  extraordinary  road  to  lend  aid 
to.    Let  us  look  where  it  goes : 

*'To  Aldie,  inthe  county  of  Loudoun:  thence  to 
connect  with  the  Oraofe,  Alexandria,  and  Manaasae 
railroad,  at  or  near  Itectortowa,  in  the  county  of 
Fauquier." 

So  it  seems  we  are  to  hit  the  Orange  and 

flexandria  road  at  Rectortown.  We  can, 
think,  go  from  the  city  of  Washington  to- 
day by  a  railroad  aliready  built,  by  stepping 
to  the  foot  of  the  Capitol  grounds,  to  the  very 

goint  at  Rectortown  where  it  is  {)roposed  to 
uild  another  road,  only  it  will  swing  around 
the  other  side  of  the  hill,  I  suppose,  and  keep  a 
little  way  off  from  the  Orange,  Alexandria, 
and  Manassas  railroad.  In  other  words,  we 
are  to  have  a  parallel  line,  when  everybody 
knows  there  is  not  business  enough  on  this 
road  now  to  keep  it  up  and  make  a  dividend. 
The  State  of  Virginia,  of  course,  will  man- 
age her  own  affairs ;.  I  claim  no  right  to  pro- 
nounce any  criticism  on  her  conduct ;  but  in 
the  State  where  I  reside  it  would  not  be  re- 
garded as  the  best  thing  for  the  public  interest 
.to  charter  railroads  running  so  close  to  each 
Other  that  they  would  necessarily  destroy  the 
success  and  prosperity  of  each.  The  Manassas 
railroad  comes  to  the  city  of  Washington  from 
Rectortown,  according  to  the  statement  of  this 
charter.  It  has  not  business  enough  now  to 
support  it.  In  order  to  aid  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington and  promote  the  public  interests,  yon 
propose  to  build  another  road  from  the  same 
place  by  a  swinging  line  to  come  to  the  same 
termination,  which  will  of  course  diminish 
from  that  point  of  competition  the  business  on 
the  existing  road.  That  will  not  help  to  keep 
it  in  good  repair.  It  is  rather  a  rioketty  con- 
cern now, 

Mr.  LE  WIS.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, . 
as  I  do  not  intend  to  say  anything  more  on 
this  safajeot,  if  he  will  examine  the  map,  as  I 


have  no  doubt  he  has  examined  it,  he  will  see 
that  these  roads  do 'not  run  parallel,  and  that 
the  proposed  road  penetrates  a  country  that 
has  no  railroad  facilities,  and  all  the  products 
of  that  country  that  find  their  way  to  this 
market  are  brought  for  fbrty  miles  in  wagons 
and  carts. 

Mr.  BDMUNDS.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
Senator  means  when  he  says  this  railroad 
penetrates  a  country  that  has  no  railroad  facili- 
ties, when  the  law  of  Virginia  declares  that  it 
penetrates  a  country  where  there  is  a  railroad, 
as  far  as  I  have  gone  with  it  now.  I  have  not 
got  through  with  the  line  ^et  quite,  but  I  have 
got  as  far  as  Rectortown,  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, a  distance,  I  suppose,  of  twenty -five  or 
thirty  miles.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  who  is  reroonsible 
for  this  bill,  I  suppose,  tells  me  he  does  not 
know  how  far  it  is  to  Rectortown. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  hope  my  friend  from 
Vermont  will  not  hold  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  responsible  for  this  bill.  The  bill 
was  considered  in  mj  absence  from  the  city. 
I  have  not  examined  it,  and  take  no  responsi- 
bility in  relation  to  the  mattei*. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  very  glad  my  friend 
has  so  stated. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  that  there  is  a  railroad  running 
parallel  to  it,  within  ten  miles  of  it,  on  the 
north,  and  ten  miles  of  it  on  the  south,  and  I 
think  'Rectortown  is  thirty  miles. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Rectortown  is  a  point  on  the 
road.    It  only  crosses  the  road  at  nectortown. 

Mr.  EDMlJNDS.  How  far  is  it  from  here 
to  Rectortown  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS.    I  suppose  about  forty  miles. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  There  is  a  railroad  from 
here  to  Rectortown  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS.  There  is  a  circuitous  route,  a 
branch  running  up  from  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria* railroad,  which  goes  to  Rectortown 
almost  at  right  angles. 

Mr.  EDMONDS.  How  far  is  it  from  here 
to  Rectortown  by  railroad  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS.    About  fifty  miles. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  About  fifty  miles,  and  it 
is  about  forty  miles  by  the  proposed  line.  The 
people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  are  to  be 
taxed  $000,000,  then,  for  (he  purpose  of  saving 
a  quarter  of  an  hour's  ride  in  going  to  Rector- 
town and  coming  back.  Where  does  it  go 
tVom  Rectortown?  We  find  that  we  can  go 
out  by  railroad  to  Rectortown  already : 

"And  thenoe  to  or  near  Luray,  in  the  oounty  of 
Pace,  to  oonneet  with  tire  Shenandoah  Valley  rail- 
road or  the  Luray  Valley  railroad." 

May  I  ask  my  friend  from  Virginia,  as  I  am 
a  little  ignorant  about  his  State,  more  so  than 
I  ought  to  be,  whether  in  the  county  of  Page 
there  is  a  railroad  now  called  the  Shenandoah 
Valley  railroad  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    There  is  not? 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  will  answer  the  Senatoi 
fully  on  that  question.  There  is  a  road,  a  por- 
tion of  it  graded  and  under  contract  now, 
called  the  rage  Valley  railroad,  which  goes  to 
Staunton,  and  with  which  this  road  is  to  con- 
nect. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  not  what  I  am 
asking,  although  I  am  glad  to  get  that  inform- 
ation. I  am  asking  my  friend  whether  there 
is  such  a  railroad  known  to  the  law  and  to  the 
fact  in  the  county  of  Page  as  is  called  the 
Shenandoah  Valley  railroM? 

Mr.  LEWIS.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  there  any  such  road 
in  that  county  as  is  called  the  Luray  Valley 
railroad  7 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Tes,  sir ;  there  is  such  a  road 
in  contemplation  and  a  portion  of  it  graded. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  am  happy  to  learn 
there  is  in  contemplation  this  connecting  end 
of  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  railroad ;  that 
in  the  valley  of  Lun^  they  contemplate  having 
a  railroad  which  shall  be  known  ov  the  name 
of  the  Lnray  Vall^  railroad,  which,  when  its 
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contemplation  is  sufficiently  considered  and  it 
is  brought  into  existence,  will  furnish  a  con- 
nection. Why  ought  we  not  to  help  that? 
Six  hundred  thousand  dollars  is  but  a  drop  in 
the  bucket. 

Now,  I  wish  my  friend  would  tell  me  ho|f 
far  it  is  by  this  contemplated  line  itself  to  the 
line  pf  the  Luray  Valley  railroad  in  the  county 
of  P^e  ? 

Mr.  LEWI3.  I  cannot  answer  the  Senator 
definitely  ppon  that  subject,  as  the  line  has 
not  been  run,  and  we  can  only  conjecture  the 
distance 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  am  to  under- 
stand that  this  Piedmont  ^nd  Potomac  rail- 
road is  not  yet  located? 

Mr.  LEWIS.    No,  sir  j  it  is  not. 

Mr.  jSuMXJlSfDS.  The  line  has  not  even 
been  run  7 

Mr.  LEWIS.    No. 

Mr.  ED^iUNDS.  And  no  man  knows,  then, 
in  any  c^Ujiin  sense,  whence  it  comes  or 
whitber  it  goes,  to  uso  an  expression,  if  thia 
very  road  may  follow  the  line  of  the  Manassas 
railroad  and  go  to  the  southwest,  and  go 
around  the  hillff  to  this  valley  in  exactly  the 
same  way,  and  the  people,  who  are  the  cor- 
porators of  this  charter,  may  sell  it  out  to 
the  Manassas  railroad,  and  take  a  sum  of 
money  as  the  consideration  of  throwing  up 
the  WDolp  ^hing  in  order  to  prevent  competi- 
tion, bep^u^e  both  roa^s  cannot  be  supported 
from  this  given  point  evidently  enouglK  So 
that,  Mr*  Presiaent,  we  are  invited  now  to 
ove^-tax  and  over-burden  the  people  of  this 
District,  tp  infringe,  as  I  believe,  private  rights, 
which  no  State  ought  to  be  authorized  to  in- 
fringe, by  compellinff  pegple  to  become  stock- 
holders in  this  roaa,  to  advance  this  money 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  a  railroad,  the  cor- 
porators of  w^ch  we  do  not  know,  the  amonnt 
of  whose  capita}  stock  we  do  not  know :  how 
mucn,  if  anything,  has  been  paid  in  we«do  not 
know;  what  are  the  guarantees  for  the  per- 
formance of  these  obligations  we  do  not  know ; 
and  as  the  line  is  to  be,  how  much  it  will  cost, 
or  what  it  can  do  when  it  is  built,  no  man  know- 
eth.  The  statepient  of  such  a  proposition 
ought  to  put  an  end  tp  this  debate. 

But  let  us  look  a  little  further  at  this  char- 
ter, and  see  whether  it  is  the  character  of 
charter  that  capitalists  and  honest  men  are 
usually  accustomed  to  obtain  when  they  are  to 
invest  their  own  money  in  a  great  and  public 
enterprise.  A  number  of  names  as  commis- 
sioners are  given  to  receive  subscriptions. 
Not  a  single  stockl^older,  not  a  single  asso- 
ciate, is  named  as  a  corporator.  All  those 
who  may  choose  to  figure  with  these  gentlemen 
when  the  stock* books  are  open  to  form  a  com- 
bination— I  T^ill  not  say  a  ring — become  the 
controlling  proprietors  of  the  franchise. 

Then  it  provides  farther  that  this  stock  may 
be  taken  by  any  other  railroad  companies; 
that  is,  this  privilege  to  the  people  of  the  city 
of  Washington  is  immediately  to  be  put  into 
the  hands  of  other  and  perhaps  competing, 
perhaps  hostile  railroad  interests,  who  maj 
wish  to  divert  its  business  to  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, or  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  or  the  city 
of  Richmond,  rather.than  bring  it  to  this  town. 
It  is  not  to  be  a  corporation  ip  which  the  stock- 
holder, the  pifjtrict  of  Columbia,  may  have  a 
controlling  voice :  it  is  to  be  a  corporation  in 
which  l^ostile  anp  competing  lines  may  take  an 
interest  if  they  like,  a^d  may  hold  it,  as  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  Company  is  said  po  have 
held  the  Point  of  Rocks  railroad,  as  a  mere 
sham  and  a  delusion,  in  order  to  prevent  other 
people  from  buildinj{  it  an4  managing  it  and 
operating  it  for  the  city  of  Washington.  And 
this  is  the  sort  of  entertainment  which  the 
people  of  this  District  are  to  put  up  nearly  a 
million  dollars  to  pay  for. 

Let  us  look  a  little  farther : 

**i?«  it  further  macted.  That  the  capital  ptook  of 
said  company  shall  not  be  less  jthan  S^CtO^DOO,  nor 
more  than  f4«O0D,O0O,  to  be  divided  into  shares  of 
ttOO  eaeh.  Whenever  the  said  ftrst-meutiotted 
amount  shall  he  s^sor^bed,  the  subsoribers  shall 


be  ^oorporated  by  the  name  and  for  the  porpoMB 
mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  act.  and  shall 
have  fall  power  and  anthority  to  effect  the  same." 

That  is  to  say,  under  the  charter,  which  we 
cannot  add  to  or  diminish  or  change  in  ai^y 
degree  at  anj  time,  because  the  sovereign 
State  of  Virginia  is'  the  controller  of  it,  tliese 
private  corporators,  who  have  now  orfpai^ised 
and  are  this  company,  are  only  required  by 
the  charter  at  any  time  to  put  in  $100,000 — - 

Mr.  COLE.    They  are  only  to  subscribe  it 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Yes,  they  may  do  this 
if  they  only  subscribe  it,  as  my  friend  from 
California  very  correctly  reminds  me.  Instead 
of  their  b^ing  obliged  to  pay  $100,000  of  the 
four  or  five  millions  this  road  will  necessarily 
cost  if  it  is  built  where  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia supposes  it  is  going  to  be  built,  they  may 
not  pay  tne  $100,0!00,  but  only  subscribe  it, 
and  naving  subscribed  $100,000,  which  they 
may  determine  that  they  may  or  may  not  pay, 
according  to  their  own  will,  then  they  shall 
have  full  power  and  authority  for  all  the  pur- 
pose's mentioned  in  this  act ;  that  is,  they  may 
go  and  trade  with  any  other  rulroad  company 
and  get  them  to  take  up  the  stock,  not  for  the 
interest  of  the  city  ot  Washington,  but  for 
the  interest  of  the  other  railroad  conypany, 
perhaps  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of  Balti- 
more, perhaps  for  the  interest  of  the  city  of 
Richmond  or  of  Philadelphia. 

Let  ns  look  a  little  further : 

'*That  it  shall  be  lawfal  for  the  said  company,  by 
and  with  the  consent  of  the  stockholders  in  general 
meeting  assembled,  to  borrow  money,  for  the  par- 

{^oses  of  this  act,  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding 
hat  allowed  by  law ;  to  issue  certificates  of  said 
loans,  and  to  pledge  any  and  all  the  prooerty  of  said 
oompuiy.  by  mortsage  or  otherwise,  tor  the  pay- 
ment of  the  same  and  the  interest  that  may  aocroe 
thereon." 

There  is  a  broad  power  to  borrow  money, 
with  no  limitation  whatever.  They  may  bor- 
row $50,000,000- if  they  can,  squander  it  in 
any  way  thev  like,  swamp  the  original  stock- 
holders and  subscribers,  hold  the  bonds,  as 
has  often  been  done  in  kiting  coroorations, 
and  then  take  the  property  they  have  thus 
swindled  the  public  and  the  people  out  of.  I 
am  not  saying  that  the  persons  at  this  moment 
connected  with  this  movement  intend  to  do  any 
such  thing :  I  do  not  know  them ;  but  J  say 
they  have  the  power  to  do  it 

Now  comes  a  further  section  which  provides, 
I  will  suggest  to  my  friend  from  California, 
if  these  gentlemen  should  be  disposed  to  pay 
the  $100,000,  a  very  easy  way  of  paying  it : 

**  That  it  shall  be  lawfal  for  the  said  company  to 
receive  not  ezoeeding  one  hundred  Uionsand  acres 
of  land  in  payment  of  sujisoriptions  of  stock." 

One  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land  is  a 
very  fine  capital  to  build  a  railroad  npon. 

Mr.  President,  I  do  not  wish  to  proceed  and 
occupy  the  time  of  the  Senate  with  a  further 
discussion  of  what  this  charter  contains.  It 
is  evident  tp  any  person  who  has  been  accus- 
tomed for  a  considerable  portion  of  his  lile  to 
practice  law,  aadhas  seen  litigation,  and  has 
seen  sham  corporations  come  up  like  bubbles, 
take  stockholders'  money,  whatever  is  honestly 
subscribed,  squander  it  in  contracts  made  by 
themselves  and  to  themselves,  and  then  let  the 
stockholders  go — ^itis  just  such  a  sort  of  char- 
ter as  that  class  of  people  always  obtain.  I 
do  not  say,  because  it  would  be  accusing 
people  without  knowledge,  that  the  men  who 
obtained  this  charter,  open  as  it  is,  loose  as 
it  is,  extiaordinary  as  it  is,  insecure  and  un- 
guarded as  it  is  in  every  respect,  obtained  it 
tor  such  a  purpose ;  but  I'  do  say  that  I  beli^ye 
there  are  very  few  capitalists  in  this  conntiy, 
few  men  who  really  mean  what  the  soveredgn 
authority  intends  to  autho^rise  them  to  ilo, 
build  a  railroad,  who  would  think  of  investing 
their  property  under  a  charter  of  that  kind. 
It  is  not  Uie  sort  of  thing  that  the  people  who 
care  for  their  interests  and  intend  to  dcial 
justly  are  willing  to  exercise  power  under. 

Now,  let  us  look  at  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Asaembljr  of  the  Territory  of  Columbia 
I  that  the  honorable  Senator  from  Nevad*  thinks 


should  have  the  final  voice  in  Uita  matter. 
The  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  District  <Kt 
Territory  of  Golnnibia  since  ita  brief  existence 
has  passed  a  good  many  acts,  and,  if  yim  take 
public  opinion  aa  a  guide,  a  good  man/  acu 
of  a  somewhat  extraordinary  chancier.  Bat 
that  is  not  a  yMi  of  my  preaeat  purpoae  to 
consider.  It  u  enough  to  look  at  tois  ad  and 
see  how  carefully  this  $600,000  and  the  inter- 
est upon  it,  taken  from  the  hard  eaminga  of 
the  tax-payers  of  thia  town,  is  guarded  by 
this  great  and  carefol  tribunal  which  aofaacrib^ 
to  ihd  etock  of  this  company.  It  is  as  follows: 

"  Whereas  it  is  believed  that  the  ooaatmeaon  of 
the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  railroad  reecf  Uy  aa- 
thorised  by  an  act  of  the  Lecislature  of  ViipoiA 
wiirbe  of  irreat  benefit  to  the  BiBtriot  of  Colnmbit, 
and  by  a  ftutber  act  of  said  LeyialataTe  the  Pen- 
sylvania  Central  Railroad  CompaDT  is  nawred  to 
guaranty  the  ^rst  mortcace  bonds  of  said  ^If^monx 
and  Potomac  Railroad  Xk>nipany  to  an  amooa: 
neeenary  to  fiiniish  the  suyerBtraetat*  e^iiipiBeBt 
for  said  road,  w^icb  said  guarantee  may  h«  rwiie^ 
whenever  at  any  time  within  fire  yean  ijros^  the 
date  of  said  last-mentioned  act  ten  miles  or  more  af 
said  road  shall  be  ready  for  sud  svperatraetare.'' 

Now,  Mr.  President,  where  did  the  State  of 
Virginia — and  we  hear  of  it  here  for  the  first 
time  in  this  territorial  act— get  the  anthoritr 
to  require  the  PennsylTania  Central  Railroad 
Company  to  guaranty  the  first  mortgage 
bonds  of  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  BMlroad 
Company?  I  knew  that  Virginia  vas  the 
mother  of  Presidents  and  the  mother  of  States, 
but  I  did  not  know  that  she  was  equal  to 
requiring  the  Pennsylvania  Cental  Railroad 
Company,  of  all  other  railroads,  to  guarantor 
anybody's  bonds.  I  will  look  for  the  aet  l^ 
which  she  exercised  that  gracefol  sorereign 
power. 

I  suppose  it  means,  however,  tp  speak  aeri- 
ously,  tnat  the  Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad 
Company  designs,  if  it  thinks  it  is  its  intereA 
to  do  so  by  and  by,  for  its  own  purposes,  as  it 
has  a  ri^t  to  do,  for  it  owes  no  obligatioDS 
to  the  city  of  Washington — it  owes  its  fi^ 
obligations  to  the  State  of  PennsyWania  and 
the  city  of  Philadelphia — to  take  control  of 
this  road  if  it  is  likely  to  interfere  with  iti 
interests ;  and  therefore,  I  dare  say,  it  has 
already  entered  into  a  contract  with  the  man- 
agers of  this  performance,  the  Piedmont  rail- 
road inoorporatorsj  whoever  they  are,  by  which 
they  have  agreed  to  lease  their  road  to  the 
'  Pennsylvania  Central,  and  it  is  to  famish  the 
rolling  stock  and  to  guaranty  &eir  bonds  for 
that  purpose.  May  1  ask  my  friend  from  Vir- 
ginia if  I  have  guessed  aright  7 

Mr.  LEWIS.    I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  honorable  Senator 
does  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  for  a  moment  7 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  .  I  do  not  think  the  Penn- 
sylvania railroad  knows  anything  about  this. 
I  am  sure  they  would  make  no  bargain  con- 
tingent on  the  legislation  of  Congress.  1 
guess  these  people  have  only  stuck  in  the 
Pennsylvania  railroad  to  |^ve  themselves  some 
credit.  I  think  ^ou  may  take  it  for  granted 
that  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  has  nothing  to 
do  with  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  dare  say  that  is  tnte ; 
and  that  is  another  commentaiT,  I  wiii  suggest 
to  my  honorable  friend  from  Nevada,  on  the 
great  skill  and  wisdom  and  prudence  with 
which  the  Legislative  Assei^bly  of  the  Diatrid 
of  Colombia  care  for  the  intere^  of  their  coo- 
stitiients.  We  have  them  basing  their  action 
upon  the  fact  that  this  is  a  good  investment 
blcaase  the  Pennsylvania  Cehtrsd  nrilroail  l^ 
to  guaranty  certain  of  its  bonds.  Now;  my 
honon^le  ftiend  from  Virginia,  ^ho  lires 
where  this  Kne  is  to  be,  who  kn,0W8  these  cor- 
pottters,  who  speaks  for  them,  tells  as  that  fa^ 
nemer  heard  of  it.  The  honorable  Senator 
fcem  Pennsylvania — and  he  of  all  others  wouM 
be  iiltely  to  know — teils  us  that  he  never  heard 
of  it»  Then ,  as  the  wing  is*  ^e  consideracbn 
fov  this  act  of  the  District  or  Coli^ma  ftms. 
I  The  reason  why  the  people  were  led,  as  we 
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have  a  ri^ht  to  suppose,  to  vote  for  this  extraor- 
dioary  kind  of  performance  is  the  fact  that 
they  are  told  in  this  act,  it  is  promalgated  to 
them,  that  the  PeDnsylvania  Railroad  Com- 
pany, a  rich  and  powerful  and  energetic  and 
enterprising  corporation,  is  to  take  hold  of  this, 
and  therefore  their  money  will  be  in  safe  and 
profitable  hands — an  entire  delusion  and  false* 
hood  as  it  now  appears,  and  I  think  it  roust 
be  so. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Will  the  SenaAor  allow  me  a 
moment?  I  will  state  that  at  that  time  the 
Pennsylvania  Central  road  had  obtained  a 
charter  from  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  to 
construct  a  road  through  Virginia,  and  it  was 
a  part  of  that  charter  that  they  were  to  guar- 
anty these  bonds.  That  was  a  contract  made 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Central  road  with  the 
State  of  Virginia,  that  they  would  guaranty 
the  bonds  of  this  Piedmont  road  to  a  certain 
extent.  I  understand  that  since  then  that  char- 
ter has  been  forfeited.  Therefore,  the  Legis* 
latare  of  the  State  of  Virginia  did  not  place 
themselves  in  quite  so  ridiculous  a  position  as 
the  Senator  would  show  to  the  Senate  by  his 
remarks. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  my  friend.  It  a]>pears,  then,  that  the  Penn- 
sylwania  Central  railroad  people  have  looked 
into  this  question  ;  that  they  have  been  before 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  in  respect  to  it ; 
that  they  at  one  time  made  a  contract  by  which 
they  were  authorized- to  extend  their  dominion 
over  this  tract  6f  country  and  over  this  rail- 
road upon  their  guarantying  its  bonds;  but 
since  they  have  looked  into  the  subject,  and,  as 
my  honorable  friend  tells  me,  they  have  aban- 
doned it.  That  is  about  as  good  evidence  as 
I  want  that  the  thing  is  moonshine. 

The  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  is  a 
prosperous  corpomtion;  Wherever  it  puts  its 
money  it  puts  it  for  the  purpose  of  having  the 
basiness  of  the  line  pay  the  expense  of  build- 
in|^  the  line  and  pay  the  interest  upon  the  capi- 
tal invested.  This  thing 'being  brought  to  the 
aUention  of  the  Legislature  en  Virginia,  very 
glad  to  g^t  the  city  of  Washington  to  build  her 
railroad  for  her — I  should  do  the  same,  very 
likely*  if  Hived  in  Viiginia — very  glad  to  have 
oataiders  build  her  railroads  instead  of  build- 
ing  them  herself,  gets  the  Pennsylvania  Cen* 
tral  to  take  an  interest  in  this  matter,  makes 
a  coudittonal  contract ;  the  Pennsylvania  Cen- 
tral looks  into  it,  and  finds  it  is  entire  moon- 
shine  to  build  a  railroad  over  .this  line;  that  it 
cannot  keep  itself  in  repair  out  of  its  traffic  in 
competition  with  the  railroads  that  are  sub- 
§tantially,  though  not  mathematically,  parallel, 
i,nd  then  throws  it  up. 

L*et  us  look  a  little  further  at  this  act  of  the 
District  of  Columbia : 

**  Wbereaa  it  is  credibly  represented  that  the  sum 
>f  9000,000  or  less  will  enable  the  said  Piedmont  and 
•^otomao  Railroad  Company  to  locate  and  grade  their 
aid  road  so  as  to  prepare  itfor  its  superstroctaro  "— 

Novr  think  of  that  I  Here  is  a  road  from 
ixty  to  seventy  miles  long,  which  does  not 
propose  to  follow  the  vall^  of  the  Potomac 
o  reach  the  upper  waters  of  the  Shenandoah, 
rhere  it  is  to  terminate,  but  is  to  go  across 
be  hills,  get  through  the  Blue  Bidge  in  some 
ap  into  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah,  is  to 
ross  isnmberless  water-conrses,  is  to  build 
rid^ea,  is  to  cut  down  mountains,  and  you 
re  to  build  sixty-five  or  seventy  miles  of  rail- 
>ad,  defray  all  the  prelimtnair  expenses  of 
>cation,  of  land  damages,  of  grading,  masonry, 
^erything  ready  for  the  final  laying  down  of 
le  raiisy  for  the  sum  of  $600,0001  Why,  Mr. 
resiilent,  the  man  who  has  had  any  expe- 
ence  or  observation  in  railroad  building  who 
oald  a^Bert  that  would  be  sent  to  the  mad- 
oaseiD  any  State— I  will  say,  with  all  respect, 
^rth  o^  Mason  and  Dixon's  line. 
Wliy,  air,  even  on  the  prairies  of  the  great 
'est  at  cannot  be  done ;  much  les^  in  a  hilly 
id  motxntainons  country  cut  np  by  water- 
>ar8ea  a^^  filled  up  with  rocks.  There  is  no 
^  -who  hears  my  Toice  at  this  moment  in 
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this  Chamber  who,  I  think,  will  not  bear  wit- 
ness that  I  am  substantially  correct.  And  yet 
the  ignorant  people  of  this  District— for  there 
are  some  here  it  is  said  who  are  ignorant,  who 
have  not  long  been  relieved  from  the  trammels 
of  slavery,  and  who  are  not  supposed  to  under- 
stand quite  so*  well  as  my  friena  from  Virginia 
the  bearings  and  relations  of  things,  and  who 
are  taught  to  respect  authority  and  to  believe 
what  their  official  Legislature  tells  them — are 
told  as  a  reason  for  voting  for  this  grant,  that 
this  sum,  which  is  to  be  taken  from  their 
pockets,  will  put  the  road  to  a  point  where  it 
will  be  an  assured  success ;  and  think  of  what 
fiilsehoods ;  think  of  what  misrepresentation ; 
think  of  what  a  delusion  I  Half  a  million  dol- 
lars in  round  numbers  is  to  locate  this  line, 
which  is  yet  in  thin  air,  is  to  pay  the  land 
damages,  is  to  pay  for  fencing,  is  to  grade  it 
and  put  it  in  readiness  to  receive  the  snper^ 
structure. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  it  will  cost  for  this  region 
of  country  over  which  it  is  said  it  is  intended 
to  be  put,  and  where  it  will  have  to  be  put  if  it 
does  not  follow  the  lines  of  existing  rauroads, 
(one  the  Manasses  road  going  West  and  the 
other  up  the  Potomac,)  I  think  I  am  safe  in 
saying  eight  times  the  sum  that  is  named  here 
as  sufficient  for  this  purpose.  I  am  told — and 
I  am  quite  sure  the  statement  is  correct,  and 
it  accords  with  my  own  recollection — ^that  the 
actual  average  cost  of  railroads  all  over  the 
United  States,  including  the  hilly  country  and 
including  the  prairies,  is  $44,000  a  mile ;  and 
yet  here  yon  are  to  have  sixty- six  miles  or 
whatever  it  may  be  for  $600,000. 

Now,  what  is  this  District  government  to 
do  and  what  guarantee  is  it  to  get  for  doing 
it?  I  am  told  this  line  when  finished  is  to  be 
one  hundred  and  forty  miles  instead  of  sixty 
miles  long,  which  is  so  much  the  worse. 

Mr.  COLE.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
suggest  Uiat  this  law  if  it  passes  will  be  a 
pretty  good  basis  for  our  issuing  bonds  on 
which  to  get  money  from  the  unsophisticated 
to  build  tne  road? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Now  look  at  the  security. 
The  Governor  is  directed  to  subscribe  in  the 
name  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the  capi- 
tal stock  of  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  Rail- 
road Company  to  an  amount  not  exceeding 
$600,000.     Now  see  the  safety. 

"Provided,  That  before  such  subscription  shall  be 
made,  satisfactonr  eridenoe  shall  be  faraishedto  the 
Board  of  Pablio  Works"- 

Not  to  the  Governor,  the  executive  of  the  Dis- 
trict, but  to  the  Board  of  Public  Works— of 
whom  a  great  deal  has  lately  been  said  of  not 
a  precisely  complimentary  character,  but 
against  whom  I  say  nothing,  for  I  think  they, 
are  in  a  very  considerable  sense  unjustly 
accused  of  doing  things — but  the  Executive 
of  the  District,  who  is  commanded  to  sub- 
scribe, is  the  mere  puppet  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works.  He  has  no  discretion,  but  he 
must  subscribe  whenever  the  Board  of  Tublic 
Works  have  satisfactory  evidence — no  security; 
they  are  to  pay  on  evidence,  not  on  anything 
more  solid  than  that.  They  are  to  have  some- 
body's statements  such  as  *Uhis  whole  thing 
has  gone  on  so  far  that  in  all  probability  the 
$600,000  will  come  to  some  good  use"  — 

'*  satisfaotory  evidence  shall  be  furnished  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  that  such  subscription  will 
be  adequate  for  the  purpose  of  completinir  thegrad- 
logs  of  said  road." 

Which  they  say  is  perfectly  plain  already ; 

they  have  decided  that  question : 

"And  satisfactory  guarantees  shall  be  given  to 
said  board  that  the  amount  so  subscribed  shall  be 
faithfully  applied  to  laid  work ;  and  that  said  work 
will  be  completed  within  the  time  necessary  to  arail 
of  said  guarantee  of  the  Pennsylrania  Central  Bail- 
road  Company." 

There  it  is  fixed  by  a  law  that  you  cannot 
change,  as  the  terms  on  which  these  people 
voted  for  this  road ;  and  it  is  provided  that  this 
subscription  is  to  be  so  secured  that  the  work 
will  be  done  in  time  to  avail  itself  of  the  guar- 
antee that  now  they  say  does  not  exist ;  that 
has  gone  out  of  existence ;  that  never  did  exist ; 


and  yet  the  people  are  to  be  forced  to  pay. 
There  is  now  nobody  to  guaranty ;  but  if  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  are  satisfied  that  the 
road  will  be  completed  in  time  to  avail  itself 
of  the  guarantee,  the  monev  must  be  paid.  If 
it  is  ever  completed  it  will  be  completed  in 
time,  of  course,  because  there  is  not  any  guar- 
antee, and  you  will  be  certainhr  in  time  to  avail 
yourselves  of  that  guarantee  if  it  is  completed 
within  the  next  fifty  years.  And  yet  the  people 
of  this  District  who  have  confided  their  rights 
to  this  Legislative  Assembly  are  hoodwinxed 
into  voting  for  a  road  of  this  kind  on  these 
misrepresentations  which  turn  out  to  be  entire 
mistakes,  and  their  money  is  to  be  taken  and 
spent  provided  the  Board  of  Public  Works  shall 
have  a  guarantee  that  it  will  be  spent  in  season 
to  avail  itself  of  that  guarantee.  As  I  suggested 
before,  if  it  is  spent  in  a  thousand  years  it  will 
be  in  ample  season,  because  the  guarantee  never 
will  come. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  am  occupying  too 
much  of  your  time  in  exposing,  as  I  might 
still  furthei',  the  extraordinarv  conduct  of 
this  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  the  extraordinary  misrepre- 
sentations upon  which  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
trict, as  my  friends  from  Massachusetts  and 
Nevada  say  they  have  done,  were  induced  to 
vote  by  a  large  majorit;^  for  it.  The  people 
had  faith  in  the  Legislative  Assembly.  They 
believed  that  when  this  aet  was  promulgated 
to  them  it  told  the  truth ;  that  here  was  really 
a  solid  corporation  that  had  corporators  and 
stockholders;  that  it  had  capital  stock;  that 
it  had  a  line  somewhere  and  had  behind  it  a 
great  and  powerful  corporation  that  was  to 
take  hold  and  help  so  as  to  make  their  invest-* 
ment  secure,  and  not  only  secure  as  an  invest- 
ment, but  to  make  the  completion  and  opera- 
tion of  the  road  into  this  city  secure.  All  that 
turns  out  to  have  been  a  mistake,  a  sheer 
delusion. 

Mr.  President,  I  should  hope  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Virginia,  in  view  of  the 
facts  which  I  have  brought  to  his  attention, 
would  not  press  the  passage  of  a  bill  of  this 
kind.  Let  me  warn  him  it  will  be  ashe^  on  his 
lips  for  the  darling  project  that  he  has  in  Yiew 
ot  getting  a  line  from  here  to  his  county. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  will  simply  say  a  word  in 
regard  to  the  charter  that  was  granted  by  the 
Legislature  of  Virginia  to  the  Pennsylvania 
road.  That  was  to  make  a  road  from  Fred- 
ericksburg to  Richmond  parallel  with  the  road 
which  now  exists.  They  failed  to  make  an 
agreement  with  the  road  satisfactory  to  the 
Pennsylvania  company.  One  of  the  condi- 
tions-precedent in  that  charter  was  that  the 
Pennsylvania  Central  Railroad  Company  was 
to  guaranty  the  bonds  of  the  Piedmont  road 
to  a  certain  amount.  But  an  arrangement 
having  been  effected  between  the  Fredericks- 
burg road  and  the  Pennsylvania  Central,  the 
latter  abandoned  the  charter,  and  therefore 
that  whole  thing  fell  through,  so  that  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  were  not  applicable  at 
all  to  the  case. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  suppose  we 
ought  to  treat  all  railroads  that  come  to  this 
city  with  hospitality,  but  is  it  the  custom  of 
thriving  cities  to  build  roads  to  them?  Does 
Chicago?  Does  Indianapolis?  They  open 
their  aoors,  but  they  do  not  go  about  building 
railroads ;  and  whenever  towns  or  cities  have 
undertaken  the  construction  of  roads  it  has 
always  resulted  disastrously.  Recent  amend- 
ments to  the  constitutions  of  several  of  the 
western  States,  Illinois  for  instance,  abso- 
lutely forbid  municipal  subscriptions  to  rail- 
road stock,  and  in  my  judgment  it  is  one  of 
the  most  beneficent  provisions  of  organic  law 
that  has  been  brought  forward  in  modern 
times. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  desire  to  say  that  it 
is  a  meet  and  proper  question  as  to  the  abilit> 
of  the  city  of  Waishington  to  undertake  this 
burden.  It  is  meet  and  proper  because  we 
have  heretofore  been  compelled  to  step  for- 
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ward  and  take  upon  our  own  Bhoulders  the 
burden  of  its  debts.  It  has  been  thought  to 
be  a  discredit  to  the  whole  country  that  the 
capital  should  be  a  bankrupt  city.    This  new 

Sovernment  that  we  have  organized,  with  very 
oubtful  constitutionality,  it  may  be  said,  has 
already  transcended  the  limits  that  were  given 
to  it  in  relation  to  taxation  by  over  fifty  per 
cent.;  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  if  it 
were  not  for  the  financial  probity  and  skill  of 
the  present  Governor,  the  city  to-day  would 
be  a  bankrupt  city,  and  could  not  pay  its  debts, 
could  not  negotiate  a  loan.  They  have  had 
great  difficulty,  even  with  the  admitted  and 
known  skill  of  the  Governor,  to  obtain  means 
for  their  daily  wants. 

Now,  shall  we  put  upon  the  people  here  a 
burden  that  we  all  know  will  be  a  positive 
loss?  There  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  (and  if 
there  is  I  challenge  him  to  avow  it,)  a  single 
Senator  here  who  would  risk  a  subscription 
of  $500  to  this  railroad ;  and  yet  we  are  about 
to  impose  upon  the  people  of  this  city  a  bur- 
den of  $600,000,  to  trust  a  company  that  no 
one  sinele  Senator  to-day  would  trust  with 
$600.  under  such  circumstances  I  believe 
that  I  shall  be  justified  in  moving  the  indefinite 
postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  NYE.  Mr.  President,  adopting  the 
mode  of  reasoning  of  both  Senators  from  Ver- 
mont, they  undoubtedly  have  come  to  the  cor- 
rect conclusion.  The  Senator  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  talks  about  imposing  this  debt 
on  this  people.  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  question 
they  have  settled  for  themselves ;  and  who  has 
made  him  wiser  than  they  ?  Have  they  chosen 
a  guardian  from  Vermont  to  determine  what 
.  is  better  for  Washington  than  they  know  them- 
selves ?  That  is  the  question.  This  is  simply  a 
permission  to  them.  They  have  voted  for  it, 
undoubtedly,  with  two  views:  first,  to  make 
more  attractive'  and  more  easily  accessible  the 
great  capital  of  this  nation ;  next,  because  it 
will  be  of  infinite  advantage  to  their  property, 
and  will  pay  ten  dollars  for  every  one  they 
hazard  ;  and  these  are  chances  that  they  have 
.well  weighed.  They  know  what  their  prop- 
erty is  worth ;  they  know  what  they  expect  it 
to  be  worth;  and  as  prudent  business  men 
they  have  gone  to  work  to  do  this  thins. 

Now,  sir,  who  finds  fault  with  it?  The  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Vermont,  and  he  talks 
about  imposing  this  upon  this  people.  It  is  a 
thing  known  as  broad  as  this  land  that  this  city 
is  the  most  miserably  {>rovided  with  railroads 
of  any  city  in  this  nation.  I  repeat  what  I 
said  when  I  was  up  before,  that  there  is  but 
one  little  track  into  it,  and  there  you  have  to 
back  in  and  back  out  Now,  if  the  citizens  of 
this  city,  in  a  spirit  of  enterprise,  which  I  think 
is  becoming  them,  and  becoming  not  only  their 
judgment  but  their  interest,  are  willing  to  take 
this  risk,  why  should' we  object?  At  any  rate, 
it  is  a  thing  of  which  they  must  judge  them- 
selves, and  I  deny  the  right  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  to  sit  as  a  court  of  appeal  from 
the  judgment  of  this  people,  whose  sulemn 
votes  have  recorded  what  they  want.  What 
particular  facility  has  the  honorable  Senator 
ibr  knowing  more  of  the  financial  condition  of 
this  city  than  other  people?  These  men  live 
here ;  these  men  pay  the  taxes ;  these  men  see 
not  only  the  present  but  the  future  of  their 
city;  they  make  it  their  study;  their  interests 
are  here.  Certainly,  they  can  judge  with  as 
much  facility  as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Vermont.  They  have  fall  and  ample  means 
of  knowing,  and  why  should  he,  or  myself,  or 
anybody  else  reverse  the  judgment  of  this 
people,  acting  in  the  solemn  manner  in  which 
they  have  recorded  their  judgment? 

Now,  sir,  what  is  this  question,  in  a  word? 
They  want  a  western  outlet  to  this  city ;  the 
public  interests  require  it ;  and  they  have  said 
that  their  private  interests  will  be  benefited  by 
it;  and  to  get  that  outlet  they  are  willing  to 
give  their  credit  for  $000,000  and  take  the 
stock  of  the  company.  Mr.  President,  it  is  a 
matter  of  solemn  judgment  with  this  people 


who  own  the  property  here  who  live  and  breathe 
in  all  the  interests  of  the  locality,  and  yet  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  would  with  a  single 
dash  of  his  superior  powers  nullify  the  voice 
of  one  hundred  ana  fifty  thousand  people 
speaking  through  their  representatives.  And, 
sir,  not  merely  does  he  question  the  voice  of 
the  people,  but  he  calls  in  question  a  thins  that 
we  helped  to  form  ourselves,  this  territorial  gov- 
ernment. Sir,  that  is  the  organ  through  which 
this  people  speak  and  are  heard.  It  is  the  organ 
that  Congress  itself  gave  to  this  people.  And 
now  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  says  that 
that  organ  gives  forth  not  a  harmonious  sound. 
It  is  a  thing  of  your  own  creation,  and  I  am 
not  to  destroy  an  instrument  that  you  so  care- 
fully helped  to  build. 

The  question  comes  down  to  this :  whether 
Washington  is  bound  hand  and  foot  forever, 
and  if  the  Senators  from  Vermont  object  to 
its  moving,  that  it  shall  go  when  they  say  go, 
stand  still  when  they  say  so,  and  go  no  faster 
and  no  slower  than  they  say.  Sir,  I  have  the 
sahae  respect  for  the  people  of  this  Territory 
that  I  have  for  the  people  of  Vermont  or  any 
other  people,  and  the  Senators  from  Vermont 
would  speak  here  in  a  different  tone  if  the  people 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  should  protest 
against  any  little  internal  improvement  that 
they  proposed  to  make  in  Vermont.  Such  in- 
terference would  be  impudent  in  the  people 
here.  This  is  only  allowable  here  because 
Congress  has  a  sort  of  supervisory  power. 

Now,  sir,  if  you  want  to  make  the  city  of 
Washington  great  as  it  ought  to  be,  let  this 
people  go  forward  in  a  proper,  reasonable  way, 
improve  the  outlets  and  inlets  to  their  city; 
improve  their  streets  as  they  are  doing,  and  I 
rejoice  in  it,  and  I  do  not  believe  they  are 
going  to  be  pecuniarily  cramped.  There  is 
always  a  set  of  men  that  never  can  bear  to  see 
a  step  in  progress  made.  A  man  with  no  eyes, 
if  his  finger  was  run  along  on  blank  paper  tell- 
ing him  where  this  road  starts  and  runs  and 
terminates,  would  feel  at  once  that  it  was  a 
most  important  connection  between  the  East 
and  the  West.  Who  would  not  save  forty 
miles  from  New  York  to  Cincinnati  if  he 
could?  How  much  will  it  benefit  the  pro- 
ducers of  the  West ;  for  every  mile  they  run 
upon  a  public  highway  of  this  kind  costs  them 
dearly,  and  forty  miles  with  four  trains  a  day 
would  make  millions  of  difference  with  the 
productions  of  the  West  and  their  prices  to 
the  coni:umer-<  in  the  eastern  markets?  And 
yet  we  are  told  that  it  is  not  prudent  to  ens^age 
in  this  great  improvement  which  will  build  up 
this  place  locally,  add  to  its  commercial  im- 
portance, facilitate  transportation  by  a  shorter 
route  from  the  West  to  the  East  and  vice  versa  ; 
and  my  friend  from  Vermont  sits  in  judgment 
and  passes  sentence  with  as  little  deliberation 
as  any  judge  that  I  ever  saw  decide  upon  an 
ore  tenu8  argument. 

Mr.  MORKILL,  of  Vermont.  Will  the  Sena- 
tor from  Nevada  yield  to  me  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  NYE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Is  it  not  as 
much  my  province  to  pass  judgment  upon  this 
one  way,  as  it  is  for  the  Senator  the  other? 

Mr.  NYE.  Just  exactly  so ;  but  my  friend 
here  always  takes  special  guardianship  of  this 
city.  He  has  a  right  to'  pass  judgment,  but  he 
has  no  right  to  ^ass  a  judgment  that  is  not 
warranted  by  the  facts  and  the  condition  of 
things.  That  is  the  judgment  I  find  fault  with, 
not  the  manner  in  which  he  discharges  it. 

Mr.^  President,  this  matter  does  not  concern 
Washington  alone.  The  constituents  of  the 
honorable  Senators  from  Ohio,  Missouri,  and 
all  these  western  States  are  interested  in  it. 
It  gives  to  the  producer  forty  miles  shorter 
transportation  to  market  than  any  other  route. 
Shall  he  have  it?  That  is  the  question.  Or 
are  we  here  so  particularly  careful  6f  the  inter- 
ests of  Washington,  that  to  benefit  the  whole 
nation  we  will  not  let  this  city  help  the  con- 
struction of  this  road?  That  is  the  simple 
question.     I  have  made  up  my  mind  that  the 


city  demands  it;  I  have  made  up  my  miod 
that  it  is  a  good  financial  operation  for  prop- 
erty-holders here,  and  I  luiTe  m&de  op  mj 
mind  that  the  public  demand  it,  and  that  tbe 
leaning  fields  of  the  West  demand  it,  to  bare 
cheaper  and  shorter  transportatioa  to  their 
markets  in  the  East.  For  these  reuoas  I  sb&ll 
vote  to  confirm  the  doings  of  the  local  Legiila 
ture. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Mr.  President,  I  belieTe 
that  not  only  the  city  of  Washiagtoo  but  me 
people  of  the  United  States  have  suffered  more 
for  want  of  railroad  facilities  to  this  cltj  this 
from  any  other  individual  want  that  caa  be 
designated.  I  will  not  undertake  to  estimate 
the  millions  that  were  wasted  duriog  tbe  wv 
for  the  want  of  railroad  facilities.  A  fewdaTi 
after  I  came  into  the  Senate,  some  BeveDjear: 
a^o,  the  question  of  having  an  air-line  riai  lo 
New  York  was  discussed,  and  Bometbiugnf 
stated  then  of  the  inconveniences  that  bad  b«a 
experienced  for  want  of  railroad  commaLia 
tion.     A  vast  amount  of  mone^  waa  lost  Tbe 

freat  difficulty  was  in  defending  the  capita!. 
voted  then  for  all  the  bills  that  wouid  gin 
us  relief,  but  we  always  failed  to  pass  an;  bu 
authorizing  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  charter  any  companj.  We  ivt 
gone  on  for  seven  years  since  then  paps 
tribute  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  BaiirMi 
Company.  The  result  is  that  the  coat  of  ir 
ing  is  so  high  here  that  it  is  impossibie  tc 
establish  manufactories  and  give  snjtbic;  td 
the  people  to  do.  There  are  m&nafacU'tie: 
at  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Wilmington,  b&: 
in  Washington  there  are  none,  becaase  theu 
pense  of  living  and  everything  thaiia  coosamci 
here  is  high.  You  have  got  a  popalaiiooof 
abont  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  people. 
You  must  reduce  the  price  of  living,  give  t^e^: 
something  to  do.  You  must  make  it  po£«ibl: 
for  them  to  manufacture  and  have  8omeibi(!|; 
else  to  do  besides  living  on  the  GoTeiDDeLt. 
They  have  been  employed  receoUj  in  impror 
ing  the  streets ;  that  gives  temporary  reEef. 
but  it  adds  to  the  debt. 

I  am  in  favor  of  making  railroads,  and  vbe*. 
the  time  comes  I  am  going  to  vote  for  tbe  b:» 
that  helps  that  purpose,  and  I  am  going  ^ 
examine  its  provisions  very  particalarl;.  Os^ 
railroad  has  been  strolling  to  get  in  here  &£<i 
I  want  to  give  it  facilities.  This  railroad,  I  ai 
derstand  from  the  debate— I  did  notkoov  uj 
thing  aboat  it  before — connects  with  anotk 
railroad  that  runs  to  the  West  and  mtkaj 
direct  line.  I  want  to  see  that  channel  opesn. 
Then  I  want  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  ralM 
to  extend  facilities,  which  its  interests  reqairt^ 
it  to  do,  to  build  the  road  to  the  Poiot  >-^ 
Rocks,  and  that  will  give  as  three  compeup^ 
lines  here.  Then  there  will  be  no  excast  l^ 
not  having  manufactures  in  the  District. 

I  do  not  think  the  bill  is  aa  well  gaaided. 
perhaps,  as  it  might  be;  but  theameadoeDj 
suggested  by  my  colleague,  that  private  stoci 
holders  shall  put  in  the  same  amoant,  $S^X^ 
that  the  District  subscnbes,  to  be  espeod^^ 
on  grading  the  road  before  anything  sbsil  w 
paid  by  the  District,  is  a  safegaard.  h  teeoi 
to  me  that  if  they  have  that  moch  stock  inii 
the  road  will  probably  be  built,  and  if  ii  is  ^ont 
it  will  be  a  step  forward.  At  all  events,  too 
gress  having  failed  to  get  the  right  of  v^/^^* 
of  the  city  for  seven  yeatrs,  and  the  pncesot 
living  having  been  almost  doubled  oo  the  ['«i>^ 
1)1  e  here  and  on  the  Qovemment  officiais  «^ 
live  here,  so  that  the  poor  clerks  compl«B » 
their  salaries.  Congress  having  leA  it  m  ^^ 
hands  of  monopolists,  when  the  citiseni »» 
struggling  to  accomplish  something?  *beue^ 
they  have  done  it  the  best  way  or  sot,  It^ 
very  much  disinclined  to  oppose  thei(epfj* 
I  believe  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill  with  \i» 
amendment  of  my  QoUeague.  ,      ,< 

Mr.  SQMNBK.  Mr.  President,  I  '^ 
make  one  observation.  It  seems  to  me  "j^ 
case  lies  in  a  natahell.  It  is  not  nw^l_ 
follow  the  Senator  from  Vermont  1^:^ 
MUNDs]  in  his  very  laborioos  inquiry.  1  ^^ 
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the  case  down  to  a  single  point.  This  road,  if 
built,  will  be  doably  iMtvantageons,  first  to  the 
people  of  Washington,  secondly  to  the  whole 
traveling  people  of  the  United  States,  who  will 
find  the  facility  of  travel  increased,  who  will 
find  the  road  between  New  York  and  Cincin- 
nati shorter.  You  have  then  a  double  advan- 
tage. And  now.  sir,  will  Congress  interfere  to 
arrest  the  people  who  are  disposed  to  build 
this  road  ?  Will  they  pot  their  congressional 
veto  upon  it?  1  do  not  doubt  the  power  of 
Congress ;  but  I  submit  that  this  is  not  the 
occasion  to  exercise  it.  I  submit  that  the 
people  of  the  District  of  Columbia  should  not 
on  this  occasion  be  put  into  leading-stringa. 
And  there,  sir^  I  end.  No  one  doubts,  at  any 
rate  no  one  has  insisted,  that  this  road,  if  built, 
will  not  be  advantageous.  I  insist,  then, 
that  Congress  shall  not  interfere  to  arrest  the 
building  of  the  road  by  putting  the  people  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  under  their  guard- 
ianship. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  on 
the  propositioD,  which  I  understand  to  be  now 
before  ue  Senate,  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely  

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
would  observe  that  the  motion  was  not  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morbill,] 
but  he  intimated  that  he  would  make  the 
motion. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Then  the  question  before 
the  Senate  is  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  on  its 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  pend- 
ing question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Nevada,  [Mr.  Ntb.] 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  whole  merits  of  the 
bill  are  really  before  Senate  M  this  time. 
As  I  propose  to  vote  against  this  bill  either 
with  or  without  the  amendment,  I  shall  direct 
the  few  words  that  I  propose  to  say  upon  it 
to  the  merits  of  the  bill.  And  in  doing  so 
it  is  not  my  purpose  to  say  anything  of  the 
advantages  or  disadvantages  of  this  road.  To 
me  it  makes  no  difiference  where  it  starts,  nor 
whence  it  leads,  nor  where  it  ends.  I  care 
not  that  it  may  commence  upon  the  Atlantic 
sea-board  and  go  through  this  city  to  the  West, 
or  commence  in  the  North  and.  go  through 
this  citv  to  the  extreme  South.  I  care  not 
that  it  be  conceded,  if  it  is  conceded,  that  it 
ia  the  most  important  road  that  could  possibly 
be  built  to  this  city.  I  care  not  if  it  be  con- 
ceded that  you  have  no  other  road  here,  and 
that  this  road  is  a  necessary  road  to  the  city. 
I  care  not  whether  you  have  half  a  dozen  roads 
already  leading  into  this  city  or  not.  I  core  not 
whedier  the  citizens  of  Washington  voted 
wisely  or  otherwise  on  the  proposition  sub- 
mitted to  them.  I  care  not  whether  I  would 
have  voted  as  they  did,  or  would  have  voted 
the  other  wa^.  All  of  these  matters,  to  my 
mind,  are  unimportant  in  the  view  that  I  take 
of  the  question  that  arises  before  all  these, 
and  vastly  more  important,  iu  my  judgment, 
than  all  these.  It  is  true  that  if  I  could  get 
over  the  point  that  I  regard  as  the  important 
one  in  the  case,  I  might  come  to  the  consid- 
eration of  these  questions,  and  inquire  whether 
the  proposed  acuon  is  wise  or  unwise,  discreet 
or  otherwise. 

I  am  asked  the  question,  however — others 
have  been  asked  here  already — who  gives  us 
the  guardianship  of  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict? What  right  have  we,  and  how  wise  or 
just  is  it  that  we  at  (his  time  should  interfere 
with  this  proposed  action,  when  the  people 
by  their  votes  have  declared  in  favor  of  it? 
I  think  an  all-sufficient  answer  to  that  is  found 
in  the  very  law  that  we  are  asked  to  approve. 
That  very  law  says  that  before  it  shall  have 
any  force  it  shall  have  our  approval ;  and  the 
people  of  the  District,  through  their  repre- 
Eeutatives,  when  voting  for  that  loan  knew  as 
well  that  it  did  require  our  approval  as  they 
knew  anything  else  in  that  law.  There  I  find 
tlie  charter  for  my  action,  and  a  sufficient  war- 
rant for  my  vote  for  or  againat  this  bill. 


Not  only  that,  sir;  but  if  I  have  the  right  and 
it  is  my  duty  here  as  a  Senator  to  act  upon  this 
question,  then  it  is  my  doty  to  act  upon  it  under 
the  oath  that  I  have  taken,  and  if  I  believe 
there  is  no  power  to  do  this  ihing  then  it  is 
my  duty  to  say  so:  Mr.  President,  I  have  no 
thought  of  taking  up  much  time  upon  this 
question :  but  I  have  intimated,  from  the  sug- 
gestion I  have  made  and  the  inquiries  that 
have  been  started,  that  it  is  a  question  more 
important  than  has  been  stated. 

The  power  of  taxation  comes  from  the  sov- 
ereign. Unless  you  find  a  power  to  exercise 
it  somewhere  given,  it  cannot  be  exercised. 
These  are  elementary  principles.  It  is  a  power 
delicate  in  its  nature  and  never  should  oe  ex- 
ercised, and  there  is  no  power  to  exercise  it, 
as  I  h^ve  suggested,  unless  the  power  is  given. 
I' do  not  claim  necessarily  that  it  shall  be  givep 
expressly,  but  I  say  it  must  be  fairly  and  neces- 
sarily implied  from  the  powers  given,  else  there 
is  no  power  to  exercise  it. 

Now,  I  say  that  every  citizen  of  this  District 
and  of  the  country  over  has  certain  reserved 
rights  that  never  have  been  surrendered  by 
him ;  and  that  when  you  come  to  the  subject 
of  taxation  there  is  no  power  to  levy  taxes  as 
against  him  or  his  property  unless  you  can 
find  a  warrant  for  it  either  in  the  Constitution 
or  the  law.  I  say  also  that  here  and  the  coun- 
try over  this  is  true,  unless  there  be  exceptions 
under  the  constitutions  and  laws  of  some  of 
the  States,  that  the  power  of  taxation  obtains 
only  for  purposes  that  are  public  in  their  nature, 
and  that  neither  the  Legislature  nor  the  people 
have  any  power  to  provide  and  declare  that  I 
shall  pay  a  tax  for  a  purpose  that  is  not  public 
in  its  nature. 

Let  me  be  understood.  When  it  comes  to 
support  the  Government,  starting  with  the 
smallest  municipalities  up  to  the  Federal 
Government,  all  taxes  are  legitimate  for  the 
support  of  such  government ;  and  if  either  the 
law-making  power  or  the  people  (if  the  power 
can  and  may  be  delegated  to  the  people)  de- 
termine that  a  particular  tax  is  legitimate  and 
proper,  then  let  it  be  levied,  and  there  is  a 
warrant  for  it.  But  I  say  that  whenever  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  or  the  Legisla- 
ture of  this  District  undertakes  to  provide, 
either  by  a  direct  law  or  by  a  law  submitting 
it  to  the  people,  that  a  majority  of  the  people 
have  a  right  to  provide  by  their  votes  that  I 
shall  be  taxed  or  the  other  citizens  of  this  Dis- 
trict shall  be  taxed  for  a  purpose  that  is  other 
than  public,  then  they  do  so  without  warrant 
iq  the  Constitution  or  in  the  law.  I  say  that 
every  individual  in  this  District  and  the  conn- 
try  over,  unless  there  be  exceptional  statutes, 
reserves  to  himself  the  right  that  his  property 
shall  be  secure  against  such  legislation,  and  I 
say  that  von  have  no  more  power  by  legisla- 
tion of  this  kind  to  declare  tnat  my  property 
shall  be  taken  for  a  purpose  of  this  kind  with- 
out my  consent  than  you  have  to  declare  under 
the  Constitution  that  my  property  shall  be 
taken  for  a  public  purpose,  against  my  con- 
sent, without  compensation. 

Now,  it  is  said  the  people  are  to  judge  of 
this  thing.  Let  me  suppose  that  an  act  of  the 
District  Legislature  declares  that  if  a  major- 
ity of  the  people  vote  in  favor  of  building  a 
hotel,  building  a  theater,  building  a  public 
hall,  building  a  business  house,  building  a 
mill,  that  majority  shall  control,  should  we  be 
bound  to  say  ^*  that  is  legitimate  and  proper, 
and  we  are  not  to  interfere  with  their  action?" 
I  affirm  that  they  have  the  same  power  to  do 
the  one  as  they  have  to  do  the  other,  for  by 
this  law  it  is  provided  that  stock  shall  be  taken 
in  this  private  corporation  for  pecuniary  profit, 
and  the  city  of  Washington  becomes  a  stock- 
holder in  a  private  corporation  in  virtue  of 
this  vote  if  we  approve  the  action  and  the 
subscription  shall  be  made.  I  say  it  becomes 
a  stockholder  in  a  private  corporation,  and 
thus  it  occurs  that  a  mindntyof  the  people  of 
this  District,  under  this  law,  become  stock- 
holders  in  this   private  corporation  against 


their  consent,  as  I  have  already  suggested.  I 
say  there  is  not  power  enough  in  all  the  peo- 
ple of  this  District  to  declare  that  I,  if  a  citi- 
zen of  this  District,  shall  become  such  corpor- 
ator or  thus  interested  if  I  obiect  to  it.  I 
assert  that  if  every  man  in  this  District  was  to 
so  vote  he  has  not  the  power  to  conclude  me 
for  any  such  purpose. 

Mr.  President,  I  regard  this  as  a  question 
of  the  very  greatest  importance  and  vital  in 
its  nature.  All  over  this  country  this  question 
is  being  agitated,  and  it  is  really  coming  home 
to  the  people  and  has  to  be  determined  by 
them  sooner  or  later,  either  by  themselves  or 
through  their  Legislatures,  whether  a  majority 
can  bind  a  minority  under  a  "vote  arid  turn 
them  over  and  deliver  them  to  corporations  to 
bind  them  and  hold  a  mortgage  on  them  and 
tax  their  property  for  all  coming  time.  I  know 
of  no  place  so  proper,  so  legitimate,  so  appro- 
priate as  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  made 
up  as  it  is  of  members  of  the  profession,  some 
of  the  strongest  men  in  the  nation,  in  which 
for  themselves  and  for  the  nation  to  declare 
that  this  is  wrong  in  principle  and  finds  no 
warrant  in  the  Constitution,  and  that  men  have 
ceriain  rights,  inherent  in  their  nature,  that 
majorities  cannot  take  from  them. 

Mr.  NYE.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  ask  whether  he  has  not  had  a 
series  of  cases  in  his  own  State  involving  this 
principle?    -  * 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    We  have. 

Mr.  NYE.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  to 
tell  us  what  the  ruling  of  the  court  was  ? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  wifl,  sir.  So  far  as  I  am 
concerned  myself,  the  distinguished  Senator 
cannot  shake  the  gory  locks  of  tliose  decisions 
at  me.  I  say  also,  so  far  as  the  decisions  in 
that  State  are  concerned  on  the  question  we 
are  now  considering,  as  to  the  power  of  coun- 
ties to  subscribe  for  stock  and  issue  bonds  to 
railroad  companies,  that  while  at  one  time 
principle,  in  my  judgment,  was  ignored,  *^  the 
sober  second  thought"  of  the  judiciary  came 
to  the  rescue,  and  now  they  stand  upon  prin- 
ciple, where  I  stand  to-day;  and  I  am  glad  of  it. 

Mr.  NYE.  Allow  me  to  ask  whether  the 
courts  have  not  held  that  the  bonds  which  your 
counties  issued  should  be  paid  7 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  '  Certainly  they  have.  I 
might  put  my  distinguished  friend  on  the  stand 
awhile  and  ask  him  a  question  as  to  whether 
he  thought  that  was  really  right,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  matter  that  is  very  material  to 
this  controversy. 

Mr.  President,  I  trust  for  the  credit  of  the 
Senate,  I  trust  for  the  good  name  of  the  coun- 
try, I  trust  for  the  hieher  and  better  purpose, 
that  principle  may  be  maintained,  that  this 
Senate  will  here  to-day  assert  the  doctrine  that 
as  against  a  minority  there  is  no  power  to  turn 
them  over  to  the  hands  of  a  corporation  to  de- 
liver them  and  compel  them  to  pay  taxes  for 
such  a  purpose  for  all  coming  time.  I  say  this 
much,  Mr.  President,  not  because  I  have  any 
other  than  the  most  friendly  interest  in  the  de- 
velopment of  this  the  capital  city  of  this  great 
nation.  I  say  this  much  because  i  would  nave 
the  Senate  stand  upon  principle,  and  here  now 
at  this  time  set  its  face  against  this  iniquity. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thequestion 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Nevada,  [Mr.  Nte.] 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Pardon  me, 
the  question  is  on  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
remarked  a  few  moments  ago,  in  the  absence 
of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  that  he  did  not 
make  that  motion,  but  oaly  intimated  that  he 
would  make  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  made  it 
directly. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  Sen- 
ator  from  Vermont  moves  to  postpone  thia 
j  bill  indefinitely. 
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Mr.  EDM0NDS,  and  Mr.  MORRILL  of 
Vermont,  called  for  the  yeas  and  najB;  and 
tbey  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  The  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  Mr.  Robertson,  and  myself  are 
paired  on  this  bill  at  his  request.  We  should 
rote  differently. 

The  question  being  taken  by  jetis  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  17,  nays  24 ;  as  follows : 

YBAS  — Messrs.  Ames,  Caldwell,  Olayton.  Cole, 
Edmonds.  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Frelinghaysen.  Ham- 
ilton ofiexas,  Hamlin,  HarJan.  Morrill  of  Maine, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Patterson,  Pratt.  Spencer,  Wil- 
son, and  Wright— 17. 

NAYSr— Messrs.  BlairtBoreman, Casserly. Corbett, 
Davisof  West  Virginia,  Fenton,  Gilbert,  Hill.  Hitoh- 
cook,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Logan.  Nye,  Osborn.  Pool,  Saw- 
yer, SteVenson,  Stewart,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Thnr- 
man.  Tipton,  Viokers,  and  Windom— 24. 

ABSENT  —  Messrs.  Alcorn,'  Anthony.  Bayard, 
Brownlow,  Buckingham,  Cameron,  Carpenter, 
Chandler.  Conkling,  Cooper,  Cragin,  Dayis  of  Ken- 
tucky, Ferry  of  Connecticut.  Flanagan,  Oold- 
thwaite,  Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Howe,  Johnston, 
Kellogg,  Morton,  Norwood,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey, 
Kiee,  Robertspn,  Saulsbury,  Sehnn.  Scott,  Sher- 
man, Spragne,  Trumbull,  and  West— 32. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Nevada,  [Mr.  Nte.] 

Mr.  LEWIS.    I  accept  the  amendment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  the  amendment  be 
read. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  think  it  is  in  order  to  offer  a 
8ub.nitute  for  the  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    It  is. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  offer  as  a  substitute  this 
amendment,  and  I  will  state,  while  I  am  up, 
that  it  is  accepted  by  the  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia  

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Nobody  can  accept  an 
amendment  in  this  stage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HILL.    'My  amendment  is: 

Provided,  That  before  any  part  of  the  said  sub- 
acription  shall  be  paid,  the  Governor  and  the  Board 
of  Publio  Works,  acting  separately,  shall  be  satisfied 
that  said  railroad  will  be  completed  and  used  to 
a  point  on  the  Potomac  river  opposite  the  city  of 
W  ashington  or  Georgetown  by  the  aid  of  said  sub- 
scription. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  to  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to.  • 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion recurs  on  the  amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  order  to  test  the  good 
faith  and  fidelity  of  the  proprietors  of  this 
corporation,  that  this  is  really  a  loan  from  this 
District  to  aid  in  this  work  which  they  wish 
to  carrv  on,  I  propose  to  amend  by  adding  at 
the  ena  of  the  amendment  just  agreed  to  the 
following : 

And  this  subscription  shall  be  a  first  mortgage 
upon  all  the  property  of  said  railway  company,  and 
shall  be  a  prior  and  first  lien  upon  all  the  franchises 
and  property  thereof. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  hope  that  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    So  I  supoosed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  q^ues 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  NYE  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
thev  were  ordered 

Mr.  CON  KLING.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  that  owing  to  the  phraseology 
of  his  amendment  some  Senators  seem  to 
have  an  understanding  of  it  which  the  amend- 
ment does  not  give  to  me.  It  says  this  sub- 
scription shall  be  a  first  lien.  1  think  it  is 
very  clear  what  the  Senator  means  and  what 
the  amendment  means ;  but  all  Senators  do 
not  think  so. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
New  York  what  he  would  suggest  to  make  it 
clear? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  is  clear  now  to  me. 
When  yon  say  the  subscription  shall  be  a  lien, 
you  mean  that  there  shall  be  a  lien  for  the 
amount  of  the  subscription. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    X  will  modify  so  as  to 


save  all  questions  as  to  precisely  its  scope.  If 
this  is  an  honest  enterprise,  and  they  want  to 
raise  money  to  accomplish  it,  and  they  wish 
the  city  of  Washington  to  advance  them  $600,- 
000,  I  want  to  provide  that  this  money  thus 
advanced  shall  inure  to  the  benefit  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  as  a  first  lien  on  all 
the  property  and  effects  of  the  company.  That 
is  what  I  wish  to  accomplish.  Therefore,  in 
order,  as  has  been  suggested,  to  make  it  more 
certain  I  will  modify  the  amendment,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Chair,  so  as  to  read : 

And  this  subscription  of  stock  so  taken  shall  be  a 
first  lien  upon  all  the  property  and  franobises  of  said 
railroad  company  in  favor  of  s^d  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  shall  bo  so  enforced. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Now,  as  the  Senator  did 
this  on  my  suggestion,  if  I  may  be  pardoned  a 
moment,  I  will  say  to  him  that  he  rather 
in'creases  the  difficulty  which  a  Senator  near 
me  seemed  to  have.  He  says  this  subscription 
and  the  stock  shall  be  a  first  lien  and  mort- 
gage. The  question  was  asked  of  me  how  stock 
could  be  a  lien  upon  itself  and  all  the  other 
stock  that  goes  to  make  up  the  assets  of  the 
corporation,  and  that  question  becomes,  per- 
haps,  more  pertinent  now  than  it  was  under 
the  phraseology  first  proposed.  I  take  it  that 
the  Senator  means  to  say  that  the  city  of 
Washington,  for  all  the  money  it  pays  upon 
its  subscription,  shall  have  a  lien  upon  all  the 
assets  of  the  road 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  honorable  Senator 
from  New  York  will  move  to  amend  it  in  that 
way,  I  will  accept  his  amendment. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  said  that  I  supposed 
4he  design  of  those  who  will  vote  for  this 
amendment  is  to  provide  that  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington shall  have  a  first  lien  and  mortgage 
upon  all  the  assets  of  the  company  for  the 
amount  the  city  shall  pay  upon  the  subscrip- 
tion to  be  made.  I  do  not  propose  this  as  the 
language  of  the  amendment,  but  suggest  it  to 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  at.  his  request.  I 
think  it  would  be  rather  odd  to  say  that  there 
should  be  a  lien  for  stock  owned  in  a  corpor- 
ation. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, that  there  is  an  insuperable  objection  to 
the  amendment  moved  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont.  It  is  this :  the  proposed  subscrip- 
tion is  for  so  much  stock.  That  stock  being 
taken,  the  subscribers,  I  take  it,  come  on  a 
footing  of  eq^uality  with  all  other  stockholders. 
Now,  there  is  an  obvious  difference  between  a 
loan  to  a  corporation  and  a  subscription  for  so 
much  stock  in  a  corporation.  Suppose  a  loan 
made;  it  may  be  secured  by  a  mortgage,  or 
in  any  other  way  agreed  upon  between  the  two 
parties ;  but  a  subscription  for  so  much  stock 
obtains  the  stock,  ana  whoever  holds  it  mpst 
hold  it  as  stock  on  the  same  footing  as  the 
other  stockholders.  The  idea  that  an  individ- 
ual or  a  corporation  should  buy  stock  in  a  rail* 
road  company,  and  then  have  his  stock  become 
a  mortgage  on  the  road,  strikes  me  as  some- 
what, strange. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Will  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator allow  roe  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Has  he  not  heard  in  his 
own  State  often  of  preferred  stock  in  railway 
and  other  companies  which  stands  as  a  first 
lien,  a  first  right,  upon  all  the  property  and 
assets  of  the  corporation  7 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  heard  of  preferred 
bonds — different  classes  of  bonds.    • 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  not  the  question 
I  asked. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  •  That  is  my  answer.  I  do 
not  know  that.the  other  does  not  exist. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Does  the  Senator  say  he 
has  not  heard  of  preferred  stock  ? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  do  not  recollect  At  any 
rate,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  proposition  is 
not  equitable  on  its  face. 

Mr.. NYE.  This  is  a  charter  given  by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Virginia.  The 
people  of  Washington  have  asked  to  become 
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subscribers  to  this  amount  of  stock.  Now,  I 
do  not  suppose  that  we  could  by  soj  legiila- 
tion  here  give  this  stock  any  preference,  or 
make  it  a  lien  on  the  entire  road  bjaor  meaai 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  ask  my  friend  if  we 
cannot  make  a  mortgage  a  condition  of  the 
loan  ? 

Mr.  NYE.  This  is  not  a  mortgage  nor  is  It 
a  loan,  but  the  people  of  Washiogtoa,  in  order 
to  promote  the  building  of  this  road,  aaj  the; 
will  take  so  much  stock.  It  may  be  that  the 
stock  will  turn  out  worthless,  it  may  be  ihttit 
will  be  profitable,  but  that  is  a  thing  of  wbidi 
they  jndgie,  and  tliey  want  to  take  iu  Nov,  I 
do  not  suppose  that  many  members  ia  tbit 
body  want  to  put  restricbODS  in  a  Yiigitiia 
charter.  The  road  ia  not  to  come  into  tha 
District  unless  it  builds  a  bridge,  bnt  it  is  to 
come  to  the  Potomac  for  a  western  ootlfct.  I 
do  not  suppose  it  would  be  proper  at  ail  forts 
to  attempt  to  say  what  should  be  the  condiiioDi 
of  a  Virginia  charter. 

In  answer  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Vermont  on  the  question  of  preferred  stock, 
I  will  say  that  I  have  heard  orsach  a  tbiogu 
that ;  but  it  is  not'  the  stock  that  is  provided 
for  in  a  charter  or  by  the  rales  aodregaistioos 
established  by  a  bosuvL 

I  hope  this  amendment  will  not  preralL  If 
it  does  I  shall  regard  the  franchiae  ai  ooi  of 
the  least  interest  in  the  world,  as  of  no  coose 
qnence. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  very  likely,  fm 
my  friend's  point  of  view,  true,  and  pos»iblj 
from  mine.  He  bow  says  that  if  this  $800,000 
which  is  to  be  advanced  by  the  District  of  Co 
lumbia  is  to  be  secured  by  the  property  sad 
franchise  of  this  road  he  regards  tbe  fraochix 
entirely  wortMeas. 

Mr.  NYE.    No. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  he  is ratherrigiit 
abeut  that. 

Mr.  NYE.    I  have  not  said  that. 
-    Mr.  EDMUNDS.     What  did  the  hononble 
Senator  say  ? 

Mr.  NYE.  I  say  with  soch  a  condition  is- 
posed  upon  a  charter  granted  by  a  foR>|^ 
State,  Ishould  regard  it  as  worthless  as  attached 
to  the  charter.    So  would  yoa. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  shall  see  what  t!:! 
honorable  Senator  did  say  in  the  Globe  to^ 
morrow,  provided  we  do  not  iodolge  in  usi 
recreation  of  correcting  our  speeches,  as  ^ 
know  my  friend  never  does. 

What  I  say  in  reply  to  the  Senator  froo 
Nevada  aboi^t  our  power  to  preaerre  Uj 
money,  which  is  wraog  from  the  eamingxf 
the  people  of  this  District,  as  a  mortgage  viu 
pretty  diender  security  on  this  road  m  il* 
franchises  in  some  form,  is  this:  bis  poio- 
is  that  we  have  no  power  to  interfere  vithtje 
sovereign  State  of^  Virginia,  which  has  (l^ 
dared  in  its  charter  that  this  companj  oij 
mortgage  its  property,  which  indadesitsinB- 
chise,  and  that  any  provision  of  \ii\&}^^ 
which  we  may  make,  that  this  money  vbicb  i5 
advanced  shall  be  a  mortgage,  if  the  c^pc^J 
choose  to  take  it  on  these  terms,  is  ineisct^^ 
because  we  interfere  with  the  80?erei|n  Staif 
of  Virginia.  If  that  is  true,  it  ia  a  better  re» 
son  still  than  has  yet  been  stated,  if  u  ^"^ 
possible  to  state  any  stronger  reaaooi  iw" 
have  been  given,  from  the  very  natare  of  iflf 
transaction,  why  we  should  not  enter  up 
any  such  enterprise.  If  it  is  tme  that  yoa 
have  a  corporation  here  which  is  beyond  u. 
control  of  Congress,  rising  in  a  State, " 
that  all  that  we  can  do  is  to  put  in  ^^f^- 
of  this  people  without  any  power  to  dec*»r« 
the  terms  upon  which  we  will  put  it  ^\^J 
say  it  would  be  a  still  greater  shame  todecuj^ 
thatv^the  people  of  the  District  of  Com^* 
shall  be  compelled  to  put  in  this  money  na«. 
a  state  of  the  law  of  that  kind.  ..^ 

Mr.  President,  in  order  to  relieve  the  d^ 
culties  that  have  been  suggested  woat  w 
form  of  putting  this,  which  the  Senator  lro» 
New  York  sees,  I  withdraw  the  amendoeDU 
offered  and  offer  another  to  test  the  m» »' 
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the  Senate ;  &nd  it  is  a  great  pitjthat  on  qaes- 
tions  of  this  kind  respecting  the  capital  so 
few  Senators  are  willing  to  remain  here  and 
attend  to  the  pablic  business.  I  will  offer  an 
anoendment  which  I  think  is  better  than  to 
pat  it  in  the  form  strict)^  of  a  preferred  stock, 
for  the  reason  that  possibly  the  charter  of  this 
company  may  not  provide  tor  a  preferred  stock 
in  that  character.  I  propose  an  amendment 
which  shall  declare  that  the  money  which  is 
advanced  by  the  District  of  Colombia  to  this 
company  shall  constitute  a  lien*,  and  a  first 
Hen,  upon  the  property  and  assets  and  fran- 
chises of  the  company.  This  company,  b^  its 
charter,  is  authorized  to  get  money;  it  is 
authorized  to  get  money  without  limit  as  to 
the  authority  and  methods  by  which,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  own  franchise,  it  may  choose 
to  obtain  it  Therefore  I  propose  to  add  at 
the  end  of  the  amendment  these  words: 

And  for  the  money  eo  paid  upon  thia  subscription, 
the  District  of  Columbia  shall  have  and  hold  a  first 
Hen  upon  all  the  tVanehisee  and  property  of  said 
corporation  whioh  shall  be  so  onforoed. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
has  said  that  he  has  never  heardj  or  if  he  has 
he  has  forgotten  it,  of  such  a  thing  as  a  pre- 
ferred stock.  I  relieve  him  of  that  difficulty 
in  the  precise  form  in  which  he  states  it,  by 
declaring  that  the  money  which  wc  give  to  this 
corporation,  although  it  is  in  the  form  so  far 
as  tney  keep  their  books  of  a  subscription,  shall 
nevertheless  be  in  substance  and  effect  a  loan, 
and  shall  be  a  loan  thus  secured  by  its  being 
made  a  first  lien  upon  all  its  property,  so  that 
if  there  are  any  profits  at  any  time  to  be  ob- 
tained out  ot  it,  the  tax-payers  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  and  not  the  corporators  who  may 
make  contracts  with  themselves  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  road,  and  who  manage  it  after- 
ward, shall  be  the  first  recipients  of  them  be- 
fore they  are  divided  among  the  others. 

Now,  I  say  to  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts that  if  he  will  take  the  trouble  to  look 
into  the  laws  of  his  own  State,  its  incorpora- 
tion and  enabling  acts  for '  incorporations, 
I  tiiink  1  am  sufe  in  saying  that  he  will  find 
many  in  which  in  railway  and  other  corpora- 
tions it  has  been  provided,  as  it  is  in  my  own 
State,  in  favor  of  the  capitalists  of  his  own 
city,  the  chief  capital  of  New  England,  in  all 
respects  precisely  what  I  have  described  as  a 
preferred  stock. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Do  I  understand  that  this 
preferred  stock  is  made  a  mortgage  on  the 
road  ?    1  ask  for  iuformation. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  yon  mean  in  this 
case? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  No  *,  in  the  roads  to  which 
tbe  Senator  refers. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Always  in  preference  of 
all  other  claims  on  the  corporation. 

Mr.  NYE.  Not  exactly  so.  I  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Senator  to  the  fact  thai  there  is 
no  preferred  stock  that  stands  ahead  of  a  first 
mortgage  bond .  That  question  has  been  tried 
and  determined  in  several  States.  The  bond 
is  the  first  thing  on  the  road.  The  stock  comes 
next.  Then  some  boards  of  directors  have 
passed  a  resolution  and  some  Legislatures  have 
^ven  authority  for  them  to  make  preferred 
stock.  When  they  come  to  stock  for  divi- 
dends that  preferred  stock  has  preference; 
that  is  ail. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Nevada  may  be  more  familiar  with  the 
laws  of  the  New  England  States  than  I  am.  I 
ad  OS  it  that  he  is  with  the  laws  of  all  other 
States. 

Mr.  NTE.  I  have  not  spoken  of  New  Eng- 
land. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  speaking  of  New 
England  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Nevada,  in  order  to  give  my  friend  from  Mas- 
sachusetts and  myself  light  about  the  laws  of 
Massachnsetu  and  Vermont,  undertakes  to  tell 
us  that  there  is  no  such  thing  possible  as  a 
preferred  stpck  which  shall  stand  in  advance 


and  priority  to  a  mortgage  afterward  made. 
Let  me  tell  him  that  that  depends  upon  the 
constitution  of  the  company  and  the  terms 
upon  which  money  is  first  paid  into  it.  I  ad- 
mit that  if  this  company  had  already  made  a 
mortgage,  I  do  not  Know  that  it  has,  nobody 
knows,  then  the  advancement  of  this  money 
in  the  form  of  a  preferred  stock  would  of 
course  be  ineffectual  to  override  a  right  already 
vested,  already  made  certain, already  approved. 
That  is  true  enough ;  but  this  is  all  a  question 
of  form,  nothing  else.  If  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington is  the  first  to  make  the  condition  of  its 
advancing  that  this  shall  stand  as  a  first  lien 
on  the  property,  and  the  corporation  chooses 
to  accept  it  upon  those  terms,  then  it  is  a  first 
lien  on  the  property,  a  statutory  mortgage, 
and  the  money  is  advanced  on  that  condition ; 
and  nothing  is  more  common  than  that.  But 
if,  on  the  other  hand,  as  my  friend  says,  you 
make  a  corporation -say  that  some  of  the  stock 
shall  be  preferred  over  the  other  stock  and 
shall  take  dividends  first  and  that  the  other 
stock  shall  wait,  and  then  the  company  is  au- 
thorized to  make  a  mortgage  of  that  road,  there 
is  no  difficulty  about  that ;  the  law  is  perfectly 
simple  and  well  understood  by  those  who  have 
been  accustomed  to  practice  it. 

Now,  here,  supposing  this  to  be  an  honest 
performance,  if  all  the  franchises  and  prop- 
erty of  this  company  which  it  is  to  have,  for  it 
has  not  any  now,  are  already  mortgaged,  this 
probably  would  be  ineffectual  and  the  peoplcof 
Washington  would  be  betrayed.  It,  on  the 
other  hand,  this  is  the  beginning  oi  this  enter- 
prise, and  there  is  anything  in  it,  and  it  is 
right  that  this  money  which  is  thus  taken  from 
the  tax-payers  shall  be  a  mortgage,  being 
money  first  advanced  to  go  for  grading  the 
road,  then  it  will  be  a  first  lien,  and  no  subse- 
quent mortgage  can  overturn  it 

Mr.  HILL.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  on  this 
amendment  I  would  make  one  or  two  sugges- 
tions. I  have  heard  it  intimated  that  some  of 
the  Senators  felt  an  unusual  interest  for  the 
city  of  Washington  by  reason  perhaps  of  their 
bemg  tax- payers  here.  I  happen  to  be  in  that 
category  myself,  and  have  a  very  feeling  recol- 
lection of  some  of  the  taxes  I  nave  paid,  be- 
cause they  have  been  rather  inconveniently 
large.  Still,  I  will  not  enter  into  any  lengthy 
discussion,  though  there  have  been  a  great 
many  points  made  here.  In  the  amendment 
which  I  offered,  and  which  has  been  adopted, 
I  endeavored  to  secure  the  city  of  Washington 
in  this  subscription,  if  not  in  money^in  advan- 
tages in  completion  of  a  railway^  as  I  am  told, 
of  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  in  length. 

Now,  sir,  as  a  property-holder  of  Washington 
city,  if  it  were  left  to  my  judgment,  I  would 
say  that  when  any  company  constructs  a  rail- 
way one  hundred  miles  longer  fifty  miles,  even 
if  It  runs  parallel  and  within  one  mile  of  an- 
other railway,  thereby  producing  competition 
and  bringing  trade  and  travel  to  our  doors  at 
Washington,  if  it  would  do  it  without  expense 
to  the  city,  on  the  condition  that  the  city,  by  a 
tax  imposed  on  its  property- holders,  snould 
donate  to  them  $600,000,  I  would  be  willing, 
as  one  of  those  property-holders,  to  give  them 
the  $600,000  witnout  any  lien  or  any  require- 
ment even  that  they  should  ever  imy  it  back. 
I  care  nothins  about  the  security  of  it;  I  want 
no  guaranty  n)r  what  taxes  are  being  imposed 
on  me  in  this  respect ;  and  yet  what  property 
I  have  in  Washing^ton  is  too  large  a  portion  of 
what  little  I  own  m  this  world  for  me  to  be 
reckless  with  it.  It  took  more  than  half  my 
salary  last  year  to  pay  for  one  pavement,  and 
it  was  in  front  of  unproductive  property.  In 
the  hope  that  the  city  is  to  be  something  like 
what  was  projected  by  its  founder,  I  am  will- 
ing, as  I  have  said  before,  to  be  one  of  those 
who  shall  be  taxed  upon  their  property  to  aid 
companies  in  bringing  to  this  great  and  neg- 
lected center  means  of  communication  with 
the  outside  world.  We  have  been  shut  out 
loo^  enough. 

Now,  it  is  supposed  we  have  an  opportunity 


to  induce  capitalists  to  open  up  the  Piedmont 
▼alley,  to  carry  us  through  the  finest  valley,  it 
is  said,  in  the  world.  I  have  never  bad  the 
pleasure  of  going  through  it,  but  it  is  one  of 
the  most  fertile  regions  in  America.  It  is 
sought  to  bring  its  products  cheaply  to  Wash- 
ington city,  on  the  other  bank  of  the  river.  I 
think  it  is  a  good  bar{;ain  for  Waahingtonians, 
when  you  take  into  view  the  expense  of  mar- 
keting and  every  item  of  expense  of  living  here, 
to  pay  liberally  to  get  these  fitcilities.  It  may 
turn  out  that  there  will  be  nothing  lost  even 
in  dollars  and  cents  by  it ;  but  shoald  that  not 
be  the  case,  should  there  be  no  dividend  ever 
declared  on  this  stock,  I  think  it  would  yet  bo 
a  good  bargain  for  the  District.  These  con- 
siaerations  influence  me  to  vote  against  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont and  to  vote  for  tbe  bill  as  it  stands 
amended. 

Surely  I  am  not  captious  about  this.  I 
would  guard  my  own  interests  if  I  knew  how  to 
do  it  better ;  but  I  am  satisfied,  upon  looking 
into  the  bill,  and  looking  at  the  care  with  which 
we  have  now  surrounded  it,  that  no  one  who 
is  a  tax-payer  here  can  be  seriously  damaged 
if  the  bill  should  pass.  The  company  hare  to 
complete  the  roadbefore  they  get  the  $600,000 ; 
at  least  their  ability  to  do  it  must  be  shown  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  Governor  and  the  Board 
of  Public  Works,  of  which  he  is  a  member. 
But  not  content  with  that,  I  have  insisted  that 
it  shall  be  shown  to  his  own  individual  satis- 
faction, and  then  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
Board  of  Public  Works,  that  the  road  will  be 
completed  and  will  be  used  to  the  Potomac 
river  before  this  subscription  shall  be  applied. 
Really,  when  that  day  arrives,  when  they  have 
completed  their  road,  and  are  running  it,  if 
there  is  never  any  return  at  all,  I  shall  feel  that 
the  city  is  amply  compensated,  and  not  regret, 
I  think',  my  own  action. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Mr.  President, 
I  am  not  disposed  to  enter  into  any  special 
discussion  of  this  case.  The  non-acceptance 
of  the  amendment  by  the  friends  of  this  bill 
is  a  clear  indication  that  they  regard  this  sub- 
scription of  $600,000  proposed  by  the  District 
as  a  bonus  to  the  road.  If  it  was  a  loan  to 
the  road,  of  course  it  should  be  secured,  and 
no  friend  of  this  bill,  I  suppose,  could  object 
to  the  advance  being  secured  if  it  were  to  be 
regarded  as  in  the  nature  of  a  loan  to  the  road. 
As  the  friends  of  the  bill  do  not  accept  it  in 
that  light,  it  must  be  regarded  as  a  bonus  to 
this  corporation,  a  gratuity  to  enable  the  cor- 
poration to  build  this  road. 
'  Mr.  HILL.  With  the  permission  of  the 
Senator,  1  would  say  that  it  is  not  necessarily 
a  gratuity.  It  might  turn  out  so  in  the  event 
that  the  road  was  unprofitable. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  No,  not  neces- 
sarily, perhaps ;  but  it  is  evident  that  the  friends 
of  the  bill  do  not  intend  that  the  enterprise 
shall  be  embarrassed  by  any  security  upon  this 
road.  Tlierefore  it  must  be  regarded,  I  think, 
substantially  as  a  bonus.  -Now,  the  question 
arises  whether  that  is  a  good  thing  to  do; 
whether  the  people  of  this  District  are  really 
in  a  condition  to  do  a  thing  of  that  sort  In 
order  to  settle  that  question,  you  must  con- 
sider whether  it  is  of  that  public  necessity, 
whether  it  is  so  necessary  to  the  people  of 
this  District  in  any  point  of  view  as  'to  render 
the  expenditure  of  so  large  a  sum  of  money 
by  them  necessary  or  expedient.  In  what 
light  is  it  important  to  this  District  ?  In  the 
mercantile  or  commercial  sense?  They  deem 
it  to  be  so.  They  have  incurred  a  debt  here 
which  has  been  stated  to-day  to  be  abont  eight 
millions  resting  upon  the  people  of  this  Dis- 
trict. Everybody  knows,  who  knows  anything 
about  it  at  all,  (and  most  of  us  here  are  pretty 
conversant  with  affairs,)  that  that  indebtedness 
rests  entirely  on  the  real  and  personal  estate 
of  this  District.  It  has  no  business  foundai  ion 
whatever.  It  is  a  District  and  a  population 
without  resources,  without  manufactures,  with- 
out commerce,  without  mechanic  arts,  without 
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any  productive  indubtry  which  characterizes 
most  of  our  communities,  with  no  agricaltural 
anrroundings,  utterly  and  absolutely  destitute 
of  all  those  economical  resources  which  char- 
acterize most  of  the  communities  that  desire 
these  things. 

Now,  with  a  debt  of  $8,000,000  resting  upon 
this  people  and  still  going  on,  is  it  a  wise  thing 
to  run  in  debt  $600,000  more  unless  you  are 
to  get  a  return,  and  unless  that  return  is  cer- 
tain ?  What  does  this  rest  on  7  What  is  this 
to  bring  to  the  city  of  Washington  or  to  the 
District  of  Columbia?  My  honorable  friend 
from  Georgia  says  it  gives  means  of  getting 
out  of  Washington  and  getting  iu.  Does  my 
honorable  friend  mean  to  say  that  this  does 
anything  more  than  to  give  an  additional  facil- 
ity ?  Has  it  not  been  said  uponithe  floor  of  the 
Senate  here  to-day — and  nobody  has  doubted 
it — that  you  have  a  road  running  precisely  in 
the  direction  that  this  reaches?  This  runs  to 
Staunton.  You  have  a  road  there  now,  and 
you  may  go  daily  between  this  place  and  that. 

Mr.  HILL.     Allow  me  a  word. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HILL.  In  reply  to  the  suggestion  of 
the  Senator  from  Maine  I  will  say  that  I  think 
I  am  well  informed  that  in  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah,  which  would  be  reached  by  this 
railroad,  even  during  the  last  fall  large  droves 
of  turkeys  were  sold  there  for  less  than 
seventy- five  cents  apiece  to  speculators  for 
the  Washington  market,  who  bring  them  here 
and  sell  them  at  two  hundred,  three  hundred, 
and  as  high  as  four  hundred  per  cent,  profit. 
These  people  are  isolated.  They  are  great 
grain-growers.  It  is  a  wonderfully  productive 
valley,  and  it  is  for  the  breadstuff's  that  it  pro- 
duces now  wanting  an  outlet  somewhere  that 
I  propose  that  Washington  shall  give  some 
assistance  to  bring  these  productions  to  its  own 
doors;  and  if  there  was  no  other  reason  but 
marketing,  simply  for  the  sake  of  cheaper 
living  in  Washington,  in  which  the  Senator, 
myself,  and  everybody  is  so  much  interested, 
I  think  that  is  reason  enough  for  the  aid  that 
will  be  given. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  It  may  be  that 
there  are  turkeys  enough  in  the  valley  of  the 
Shenandoah  to  support  this  road;  but  the 
great  .valley  of  the  Shenandoah  is  cut  by  three 
roads  now,  all  of  them  accessible  to  this  Dis- 
trict. The  Senator  says  he  does  not  see  it. 
Then  he  doeanotsee  the  railroad  map.  Then 
he  is  not  conversant  with  what  he  is  talking 
about.  But  I  am  uot  to  diverge  into  that.  I 
rose  only  to  make  a  suggestion  or  two.  I  do 
not  see  the  resources  which  are  to  make  this 
investment  profitable ;  or,  in  other  words,  I 
do  not  see  how  this  enterprise  is  to  redound 
to  the  interest  of  this  community. 

Another  consideration,  Mr.  President,  and 
I  am  done.  This  is  the  capital  of  the  Amer- 
ican people.  It  is  to  be  the  capital  in  no  re- 
mote future,  we  hope,  of  many  hnadreds  of 
millions.  We  are  talking  about  improving  this 
capital,  giving  it  facilities,  needed  facilities,  it 
is  said ;  and  instead  of  looking  at  that  ques- 
tion as  Senators  to  whom  this  great  capital  is 
intrusted,  we  are  talking  about  subjecting  the 
people  of  this  District,  poor,  in  debt,  taxed 
as  no  other  people  in  this  country  are,  accord- 
ing to  the  figures  shown  here  to-day,  with  an 
additional  debt  of  $600,000  to  give  additional 
facilities  to  this  great  national  capital.  In 
Heaven's  name,  if  any  of  us  believe  that  there 
is  that  public  necessity,  why  do  we  not  make 
the  appropriation,  manly  and  above-board,  to 
make  that  improvement  ? 

Mr.  PATTJERSON.  With  the  permission 
of  the  Senator,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     Certainly. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  will  say  that  before 
I  left  the  city  there  was  one  hearing  before  the 
committee  on  the  subject  of  this  road,  and 
members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  appeared 
there  and  stated  that  the  majority  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  were  against  the  loan  of  this  $600,000 
by  the  city.      That  was  afterward  denied,  I 


know,  by  other  members  of  the  board.  I  then 
left  the  city,  and  I  do  not  know  what  additional 
light  the  committee  received  on  the  subject, 
and  therefore  I  have  not  taken  any  part  iu  it. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  If  the  Senator  from  Maine 
will  allow  me  a  word,  I  will  say  that  the  Board 
of  Trade,  with  the  exception  of  two,  I  think, 
are  unanimous  in  supporting  this  measure.  A 
paper  is  on  the  desk  which  will  show  precisely 
how  the  Board  of  Trade  stand,  and  Task  the 
Clerk  to  read  it. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  The  Senator  from  Vir- 
ginia, I  suppose  as  well  as  myself,  will  remem- 
ber that  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trade  came 
before  the  committee  and  stated  that  a  major- 
ity of  the  board  were  against  it. 

Mr.  LE  WIS.  I  recoiled  that  perfectly  well, 
but  it  was  afterward  disproved. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Well,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, all  I  mean  to  say  is,  that  if  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  to-day  believe  this  is  a 
great  public  enterprise  and  that  this  the  na- 
tional capital  really  needs  it,  then  we,  and  not 
the  people  of  this  District,  taxed  as  they  are, 
are  the  people  to  do  it.  That  is  my  notion 
about  it,  and  it  will  come  to  that  in  the  end, 
allow  me  to  say.  That  is  the  history  of  things. 
Does  anybody  suppose  that  the  Conjgress  of 
the  United  States  sitting  here  and  seeing  these 
people  running  in  debt  as  th^y  are,  embarrass- 
ing themselves  as  they  are  doing  all  the  time, 
are  going  to  contribute  to  it  and  not  be  re- 
sponsible for  it  ?  Every  dollar  of  this  will 
come  back  upon  you  one  of  these  days,  and 
you  will  ejtjl^er  pay  it  or  be  disgraced. 

Mr.  President,  we  have  a  little  history  on  this 
whole  subject.  This  idea  of  improving  this 
capital  and  making  it  a  great  commercial  city 
is  not  new.  Why,  sir,  as  early  as  the  city  had 
a  foundation  that  idea  was  prevalent  here. 
Why  has  it  not  become  a  commercial  capital  7 
Baltimore  has  sprung  up  and  become  the  great 
commercial  capital  of  the  South;  here  are 
other  cities  springing  up  all  about  you ;  and 
still  there  are  people  who  cherish  the  delusion 
that  this  will  at  some  time  become  a  great  com- 
mercial capital,  and  that  it  is  really  desirable 
that  it  should,  that  we  should  make  this  what 
other  great  cities  are,  a  great  commercial  and 
manufacturing  city.  I  do  not  think  so  at  all. 
It  never  will  be  so.  The  commercial  centers 
are  formed  elsewhere,  and  so  they  will  go  on 
through  all  time. 

But,  sir,  we  stand  here  now  and  throw  upon 
these  people  an  expenditure  for  internal  im- 
provements of  $4,000,000  to  maJce  these  streets 
and  these  avenues.  How  are  they  made? 
How  are  they  laid  out?  By  this  city?  No; 
laid  out  by  us.  On  what  idea?  On  the  idea 
that  at  some  future  period  this  District  will 
become  the  great  capital  of  a  great  people, 
when  they  shall  number  four,  five,  or  six  hun- 
dred millions,  and  that  period  now  is  not  very 
remote.  And  so,  corresponding  with  this 
ffrand  idea  which  the  founders  of  this  District 
nad,  look  at  your  ample  squares,  look  at  these 
broad  avenues  and  streets.  Was  it  ever  sup- 
posed that  the  improvement  of  these  was  to  be 
put  upon  the  people  who  might  live  here?  Was 
It  for  these  people  to  make  these  improve- 
ments, or  was  it- to  be  for  the  United  States  at 
large,  and  were  these  improvements  to  be 
made  in  the  interest  of  the  people  at  large, 
and  was  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  to 
see  that  it  was  done,  not  for  commercial  pur- 
poses, not  for  mercantile  purposes,  not  ac- 
cording to  the  votes  of  twelve  thousand  people 
here,  no  matter  whether  they  represent  prop- 
erty or  otherwise,  but  that  it  should  be  made 
every  time,  and  always  in  harmony  with  our 
ideas  of  what  the  great  national  capital  should 
be,  politically,  so  that  when  the  representa- 
tives of  five  hundred  million  people  come 
here  they  shall  have  a  capital,  the  political 
capital  of  the  country,  and  not  its  commercial 
metropolis  as  well. 

Sir,  this  is  to  be  the  fate  of  this  District, 
and  this  is  to  be  the  fate  of  this  city.  It  is  to 
be  a  political  and  not  a  commercial  city. 


Being  so,  it  is  all  nonsense  to  talk  sboot  ii- 
vesting  money  in  large  sums  to  be  colleclMi 
taxes  from  these  people  to  make  thisanaiit 
facturing  and  a  commercial  citj.  The  historr 
of  this  country  has  so  far  predetermind : 
otherwise.  The  history  of  this  codqUj  h» 
settled  it  altogether  in  a  different  way,  and :. 
is  too  late  to  recover  it,  and  it  is  not  desinbk 
in  my  judgment,  to  recover  it. 

Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  w.i 
against  this  proposition  for  these  reasons:  \i 
the  first  place,  it  will  not  be  remaaeraUTc 
it  will  be  lost  to  these  people ;  it  is  a  delaiiot 
altogether  and  wholly.  In  the  second  place. 
I  will  not  do  it,  because  I  know  we  shall  hav* 
to  pay  it,  and  because  I  believe  if  we  vote  h 
we  ought  to  pay  it.  The  daj  is  noi  nr< 
remote  when  we  shall  have  to  assess  ilt 
American  people  and  vote  soms  out  of  ue 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  {wy  for  \Lt 
improvements  that  are  going  on  now,  and  y> 
ought  to  do  it  to  a  very  large  extent  ic  nj 
judgment,  and  we  shall  come  to  that 

With  these  views  I  have  not  the  sligkes 
idea  of  allowing  any  twelve  thoosaod  people. 
property-holders  or  otherwise,  to  cootrcl  it 
on  a  question  of  this  sort.  The  ?ery  fact  \k 
they  come  here  shows  that  they  acc^:r 
stand  full  well  that  it  is  the  basiness  ot  h 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  see  tkrJj 
District  does  not  run  in  debt. 

I  said  a  moment  ago  that  we  hada  i:::> 
history  on  this  subject;  that  this  ideaofoii 
ing  this  a  great  city  was  not  new.  Wbatg^:^ 
out  of  that?  Originally,  in  the  early  daj*  >.: 
this  District,  you  will  find  that  contriboiioJ 
were  made  to  the  canal  which  has  b^ 
spoken  of  in  the  debate,  and  the  GoTernDse:! 
contributed  to  the  stock— authorized  ks^ 
member  of  the  GoTemment  toaubscribti: 
stock  to  the  amount  of  several  handred  >/ 
sand  dollars.  What  was  the  result  ot  ib 
We  had  to  pay  it  in  the  end.  That«&ic^ 
doubtedjy  for  commercial  purposes.  Tha:*^' 
when  it  was  supposed  this  might  possibly  k  i 
commercial  city.  It  was  before  the  day  : 
Baltimore,  and  it  was  before  New  York  ^r. 
become  what  it  has  since  become.  We&utii^' 
ized  this  city  to  mortgage  the  very  landi  |:f 
the  city,  some  of  these  parks,  to  secure  i.^ 
construction  of  that  canal. 

The  city  failed;  the  enterprise  failed,  w 
and  wherefore?    Failed  because  other  r^ 
munities  around  it  became  commercial  ^^ 
mercantile  centers,  and  it  was  not  dcs!'^:'^ 
that  this  city  should  succeed.    The  resa:t  c 
that  whole  thing  was  that  we  bad  to  csniv 
that  mortgage  and  pay  the  debt  oursKc 
and  it  will  be  so  in  every  enterprise  jou  *■ 
dertake.    If  Congress  authorizes  this  tm; «'  " 
be  done,  and  it  is  a  failure,  aod  thecurgi 
embarrassed,  does  not  everybodj  know  ^  • 
we  shall  pay  that  debt?    Certainly  we  >i^' 
or  we  shall  be  disigraced  before  the  vo:.^ 
Why,  sir,  the  bonds  issued  by  the  canal  cor 
pany  went  abroad,  went  to  France,  f  <?re  s^ 
in  France.     France  being  friendly  to  os,  iQ^J 
took    our    securities.    They  were  d(H  P»^ 
Here  was  the  city  of  Washington  loder  <Q 
barrassment,  could  not  pay  her  ^,^^' *^,  ' 
was  a  city  named  after  our  great  Wasliifl|W;, 
What  was  to  be  done?    Repudiate  thed^f.- 
The  city  could  not  pav  it.    The  nation  c*J< 
forward  and  paid  it;  and  so  it  will  do  uoV' 

Mr.  President,  the  truth  about  the  ma^'" 
is  that  those  who  have  got  the  o^mi^r^ 
of  this  municipal  corporation  are  *l|J'»"^*^.j 
ambitious  beyond  their  means.  l^^J  „ 
making  outlays  which  it  is  utterly  auRa-- 
able  to  expect  these  people  to  ms*^-  ^; 
utterly  absurd  and  unreasonable  to  say « • 
the  people  of  this  District  should  be  requ;^^ 
to  raise  on  their  owu  property  **!"""''. 
to  be  expended  in  improving  these  imKefl-^^ 
streets  and  avenues  which  we  have 
for  national  and  not  for  manicipal  purp^ 
Still  they  are  desirous,  for  purposes  0|^F!^^ 
sonal  interest  to  a  very  great  extent,  o  - 
this,  and  we  stand  by  and  look  on  and  ft.^ 
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it  to  be  done.  The  end  of  it  is  not  uncertain. 
When  embarrassment  comes  relief  will  come, 
and  it  will  come  through  us ;  and  I  stand  here 
to  say  to-day  that  I  expect,  if  I  am  here  when 
it  comes ;  I  may  not  be,  but  if  I  am,  I  shall 
respond  to  it.  1  shall  respond  to  it  for  the 
reason  that  we  have  stood  by  and  been  privy 
and  assenting  to  it  We  have  authorized 
them  to  make  this  loan.  But  having  that 
feeling,  and  believing  that  to  be  the  prob- 
ability of  the  future,  I  have  a  right  to  say, 
**  Not  another  step  in  advance;  no  more 
indebtedness  upon  anything  like  schemes  of 
this  sort." 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  It  is  not  my  pnrpose  to 
speak  on  this  question  at  all,  but  being  upon 
my  feet  I  will  announce  that  I  am  entirely 
opposed  to  the  bill,  and  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
amendment.  The  Senator  from  New  York 
who  sits  behind  me  [Mr.  Fenton]  has  been 
called  from  the  Chamber,  and  I  have  agreed 
to  pair  with  him.  If  he  were  present  when 
the  vote  was  taken  he  would  vote  against  the 
amendment,  and  I  should  vote  for  it.  When 
the  question  shall  be  taken  upon  the  bill  he 
would  vote  for  it,  and  I  should  vote  against  it. 
He  beinff  absent,  I  vnll  withhold  my  vote. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  What  is  the  amendment 
now  pending? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Fbrby, 
of  Michigan.)  The  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edmunds]  to  the 
amendment  which  has  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Let  the  whole  thing  be 
reported. 

The  Chij^  Clerk.    The  amendment  which 

has  been  agreed  to  is  as  follows : 

ThAt  before  any  part  of  said  subscription  shall  be 
paid,  the  Governor  and  the  Board  of  Pablio  Works, 
acting  separately,  shall  bo  satisfied  that  said  rail- 
road will  be  completed  and  used  to  a  point  on  the 
Potomao  river  opposite  the  city  of  Washington  or 
Georgetown  by  the  aid  of  said  subsoription. 

It  is  proposed  to  add  to  that  the  following: 

And  for  the  money  to  paid  upon  its  subscription 
the  Diatriotof  Columbia  shall  have  and  hold  a  first 
lien  upon  all  the  franchises  and  property  of  said 
corporation,  which  shall  be  so  enforced. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  What  became,  I  should 
like  to  ask  some  one,  of  the  amendment  that 
was  offered,  that  before  this  subscription  of 
$600,000  should  be  made  there  should  be  an 
equal  amount  subscribed  and  paid  by  individ- 
uals ?    Was  it  all  voted  down  ? 

Mr.  CONELING.  That  was  adopted  in 
another  form.    A  substitute  was  adopted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Nevada  was  amend- 
ed by  the  Senator  from  Geoma,  and  when 
that  was  adopted  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
offered  an  amendment  which  is  now  the  pend- 
ing amendment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  ask  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate  to  have  that  amendment,  the  one 
requirinff  individual  subscriptions,  read. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  understood 
that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia was  offered  as  a  substitute  for  that. 

Mr.  HILL.     That  is  correct.  « 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  should  like  to  know 
how  the  bill  stands  on  that  point. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Secre- 
tary will  read  first  the  proposition  pf  the  Sen- 
ator from  Nevada,  and  then  the  substitute 
adopted  by  the  Senate  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  and  then  the  amendment  to 
that  substitute  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  wish  to  know  exactly 
how  it  stands  as  amed  to,  either  by  those  who 
have  the  bill  in  charge,  or  by  a  vote  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  will  make  one  remark  to  the 
Senator  from  Ohio ;  and  that  is,  that  upon  pre- 
senting the  substitute  I  offered  the  Senator 
from  Nevada  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  want  to  know  how  the 
bill  stands. 

Mr.  HILL.  The  better  wa^ ,  then,  perhaps, 
iroald  be  to  read  the  whole  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  Secre- 


tary will  read  the  bill  as  it  now  stands  as 
amended  by  the  Senate,  with  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  bill,  as  amended, 
reads  as  follows : 

Bt  U  enacted,  dfe..  That  the  act  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  Distrfet  of  Oolambia  entitled  "  An 
act  to  authorise  a  subscription  to  the  stock  of  the 
Piedmont  and  Potomac  Railroad  Company  upon 
certain  conditions"  be»  and  the  pame  is  hereby, 
approved  and  sanctioned:  Provided,  That  before 
any  part  of  the  said  subscription  shall  be  paid  the 
CTovemor  and  the  Board  of  Public  Works,  actinc 
separately,  shall  be  satisfied  that  said  railroad  will 
becoitpleted  and  used  to  apointon  the  Potomao 
river,  opposite  the  city  of  Washington  or  George- 
town, by  the  aid  of  said  subscription. 

It  is  proposed  to  add  at  the  end  of  the  pro- 
viso the  following : 

And  for  the  money  so  paid  upon  its  sabsoriptiDU 
the  District  of  Oolambia  shall  have  and  hold  a  first 
Hen  upon  ail  the  franchises  and  property  of  said 
corporation,  which  shall  be  so  enforeed. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Why,  Mr.  President,  the 
amendment  which  I  refer  to  has  not  been  put 
npon  the  bill  at  all.  I  thought  there  was  an 
amendment  offered  that  this  money  should 
not  be  paid  by  the  District  of  Columbia  until 
individuals  had  subscribed  and  paid  an  equal 
amount. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  .will  tell  the  Senator 
what  became  of  that  amendment.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Georgia  offered  an  amendment  in 
the  nature  of  a  substitute,  which  was  adopted. 
Thereupon  we  lost  sight  of  the  amendment 
which  the  Senator  is  now  inquiring  after. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  that  the  substitute  is  much  more  com- 
prehensive and  the  guarantee  much  stronger 
than  the  other  amendment,  and  that  is  the 
reason  I  offered  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Where  is  it?  It  is  not 
in  the  bill  as  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  observe  to  the  Senator  that  when  the 
substitute  of  tho  Senator  from  Georgia  was 
adopted,  it  took  the  place  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Nevada,  and  that 
substitute  was  read,  following  the  original  bill, 
as  well  as  the'  amendment  to  that  substitute 
now  pending. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  only  thing  that  I 
heard  there  from  the  reading  of  the  Clerk  was 
that  the  Governer  and  Board  of  Public  Works 
are  to  be  satisfied  that  the  road  can  be  made 
to  some  point  on  the  Potomac  opposite  George- 
town or  the  city  of  Washington.  I  would  not 
give  the  paper  on  which  it  is  written  for  any 
such  provision.  To  be  sure  they  will  be  satis- 
fied. Who  doubts  that  they  will  be  satisfied? 
If  they  were  not  satisfied  they  would  easily 
enough  have  defeated  the  vote  for  this  sub- 
scription. That  is  no  substitute  for  the  propo- 
sition which  was  offered  that  before  the  money 
of  the  people  of  this  District  shall  be  paid  to 
the  construction  of  that  railroad,  capitalists 
shall  show  their  confidence  in  it  by  subscribing 
and  paying  an  equal  amount.  It  is  a  mere 
delusion. 

Mr.  HILL.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me 
one  word,  I  am  very  willing  that  that  amend- 
ment shall  be  offered,  and  if  it  shall  be  offered 
I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  move  the  amend- 
ment of  my  colleague,  to  come  in  just  previous 
to  the  proviso  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    That  is  right. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  have  no  objection  in  the  world. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Let  it  be  read  to  see  how 
it  will  stand. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
cannot  entertain  the  proposition  now.  There 
is  an  amendment  to  an  amendment  pending. 
The  Chair  will  entertain  it  as  soon  as  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment  is  disposed  of. 

Mr.  THURMAN. .  After  that  is  disposed 
of,  will  this  amendment  be  in  order  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    It  will  be. 

Mr.  NYE.  If  I  understand  the  Chair  Cor- 
rectly, he  stated  that  I  withdr^  my  amend- 
ment upon  the  introduction  of  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Georgia.     I  did  not  un- 


derstand myself  so.  I  told  him  that  I  had  .no 
objection  to  his  additional  amendment  going 
on. 

Mr.  STEWART.     We  want  both. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  pend- 
ing question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont. 

Mr.  NYE.  The  Senator  from  Vermont, 
Mr.  Edmunds,  came  to  me  and  stated  that 
he  had  a  call  which  took  him  home  to  his  house, 
and  wanted  me  to  pair  with  him,  which  I 
agreed  to  do.  He  would  vote  for  this  amend- 
ment and  I  should  vote  against  it. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  18,  nays  22 ;  as  follows : 

TBAS--Mes8rs.  Alcorn,  'Ames.  Bayard.  Caldwell, 
Cole.  Conkling.  Cra«in.  Ferry  of  Michiffon,  Erelios- 
huyson,  Uarlan,  Howe,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Mornll 
of  Vermont.  Osborn.  Pratt.  Scott.  Spencer,  and 
Wright— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Boreman,  Casserly,  Cooper,  Cor- 
bett,  Davis  of  West  Virginia.  Gilbert.  Hamilton  of 
Maryland,  Hill,  Hitchcock.  Kelly.  Lewis.  Logan, 
Norwood.  Ramsey.  Sawyer.  Stevenson,  Stewart, 
Stockton.  Thurman,  Tipton,  Vlokers,  and  Win- 
dom— 22. 

ABSENT  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Blair,  Brownlow. 
Buckingham.  Cameron.  Carpenter.  Chandler,  Clay- 
ton, Davis  of  Kentucky,  Edmunds,  ronton.  Ferry  of 
Connecticut.  Flanagan,  Goldthwaite.  Hamilton  of 
Texas,  Hamlin.  Jonnston.  Kellogg.  Morton.  Nye, 
Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Pool.  Rice.  Robertson.  Sanl»- 
bury.  Schurs.  Sherman,  Sprague.  Sumner.  Trumbull. 
West,  and  Wilson— 33* 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

Mr.  STEWART.  1  now  move  the  amend- 
ment of  my  colleague,  to  precede  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Georgia. 

Mr.  HILL.  As  that  has  been  adopted,  I 
suggest  to  the  Senator  he  had  better  let  it  come 
in  as  an  additional  proviso.  I  do  not  care, 
though,  which  way  it  is  put. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Very  well;  let  it  come 
in  after  the  Senator's  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Nevada  offers  an  amendment,  which 
will  be  read. 

Mr.  LEWIS.     I  accept  that  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator  cannot  accept  the  amendment.  It  must 
be  voted  on  by  the  Senate. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  which 

was  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  proviso  just 

adopted  the  following : 

And  t>rovided  further.  That  no  part  of  the  said 
subscription  by  said  District  shiUl  be  paid  until  at 
least  an  equal  amount  subscribed  by  private  parties 
shall  have  been  actually  paid  in  cash  and  expended 
in  the  construction  of  the  road. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
words  *^an  equaP'  and  inserting  **  twice  the** 
before  the  word  ''  amount.'* 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  amend- 
ment is  the  same  as  that  which  was  stric]cen 
out  by  the  substitute  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Georgia,  and  therefbre  it  will  not  be  in 
order  now. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Then  I  move 
as  a  substitute  for  this  amendment  the  same 
amendment  ^ith  the  words  'Hwice  the**  in- 
serted instead  of  *^an  equal.**  That  will  be 
in  order. 

I  desire  to  state  that  the  capital  of  this  com- 
pany is  limited  to  $4,000,000,  and  the  amount 
which  they  may  contract  is  unlimited.  The 
stock  which  is  subscribed  for  cannot  be  en* 
forced  except  by  the  sale  and  forfeiture  of  the 
stock.  Therefore,  there  is  not  a  single  dollar 
of  absolute  capital  that  can  be  reUed  upon 
except  this  single  subscription  of  the  city  of 
Washington. 

Now,  if  we  are  to  have  a  road  built  here  at 
all,  it  will  take  some  money  to  build  it.  Sixty 
miles  of  railroad  cannot  be  built  short  of  about 
two  and  a  half  million  dollars  over  a  feasib.le 
route;  but  this  has  got  to  penetrate  and  go 
through  the  Blue  Ridge.  What  it  will  cost  to 
go  through  there  no  Senator  can  predict. 

Sir,  1  do  not  like  to  embark  upon  a  busi- 
ness entirely  unexplored,  upon  a  railroad  that 
has  never  been  surveyed,  not  even  located, 
without  having  some  further  and  better  guar- 


2136 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Aprils, 


antee  that  it  is  going  to  be  built.  If  we  em- 
bark aa  18  DOW  proposed,  wo  shall  find  our- 
selves a  year  or  two  hence  in  the  condition  in 
which  Massachusetts  found  herself  in  respect 
to  the  Hartford  and  Erie  railroad,  the  condi- 
tion in  which  she  found  herself  in  respect  to 
the  Hoosac  tunnel,  to  which  she  made  a  sub- 
scription of  $1,000,000,  and  in  order  to  rescue 
and  save  that  had  to  put  in  several  millions 
more. 

If  this  citjT  is  pormittted  to  make  this  sub- 
scription it  is  virtually  undertaking  to  build 
this  road  and  nothing  else.  If  we  subscribe  for 
$600,000,  there  will  be  a  request  here  in  less 
than  two  years  for  a  much  larger  subscrip- 
tion in  order  to  save  this  amount  from  perdi- 
tion. Therefore  I  submit  the  amendment 
which  I  have  offered,  that  there  shall  be  at 
least  twice  the  amount  that  is  proposed  to 
give  here  in  good  solid  securities  before  we 
shall  bo  called  upon  to  pay  this  sum  of  money ; 
and  even  that  is  not  going  to  build  the  road. 
They  will  have  to  get  somewhere,  by  mort- 
gage, b^  hook  or  by  crook,  somebody  to  trust 
them  with  an  equal  amount  more  than  this 
$600,000  before  th«  road  can  be  built  at  all. 
I  think  the  amendment  will  commend  itself  to 
a  majority  of  the  Senate ;  at  least  I  hope  so. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  was  compelled  to  oe  ab- 
sent from  the  Senate  during  the  greater  por- 
tion of  the  time  that  this  bill  has  been  under 
discussion  ;  but  I  desire  now  to  express  what 
has  been  with  me  an  opinion  long  entertained 
against  the  |)ropriety  of  this  system  of  muni- 
cipal subscriptions  to  works  outside  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  corporation  attempting  to 
make  the  subscription. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  It  is  rather  a  late  hour, 
and  I  will  inquire  of  the  Senator  if  he  will 
give  wav  to  a  motion  that  the  Senate  adjourn? 

Mr.  BAYARD.    I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
adjourn. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     I  make  that  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Iowa,  who  has  the  floor,  moves  that  the 
Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Will  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
consent  to  move  an  executive  session  instead 
of  an  adjournment  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Certainly  ;  I  will  modify 
it  in  that  way. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Iowa  changes  his  motion,  and  moves 
that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business. 

Mr.  LEWIS.     I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  PATTERSON,  (having  first  voted  in 
the  affirmative.)  Mr.  Sumner  is  absent,  and 
I  am  paired  with  him.  I  wish,  therefore,  to 
withdraw  my  vote. ' 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  the  Senator's  vote  will  be  with- 
drawn. ^ 

Mr.  NYE.  I  am  paired  willi  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  Mr.  Edmunds,  on  the 'main 
question.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  in- 
volved in  the  question  of  going  into  executive 
session.     I  therefore  withdraw  my  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  is  no 
quorum  voting. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  hardly  think  my  pair 
will  hold  on  a  question  of  this  sort,  and  there- 
fore, under  the  announcement  of  the  Chair,  I 
will  vote  **yea.'* 

Mr.  NYE.  In  order  to  make  up  a  quorujn 
I  vote  **nay." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  there  is  no  quorum  pres- 
ent I  renew  my  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
is  advised  that  there  is  a  quorum  present.  The 
Chair  will  entertain  the  motion  as  soon  as  the 
result  of  the  vote  is  announced. 

The  result  was  then  announced — ^yeas  15, 
nays  23 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS^Messrs;  Ames,  Bayard,  Cooper,   Cmcin. 
rrelinghuysen,  Harlan,  Howe.  Morrili  of  Maine, 


Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norwood,  Patterson,  Pratt, 
Spenoer,  ThnrmaD,  and  Wright—15. 

NAYS— Meaurs.  Aloom,  Blair,  Boreman,  Casserly, 
Conkling,  Corbett,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Ferry  of 
Michigan.  Gilbert.  Hill,  Hitobeook,  Kelly,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Nf  e,  Osboro,  Ramsey^awyer.  Sterenaon, 
Stewart/Ftpton,  Vickers.  and   Windom— 23. 

ABSBNT-rMessrs.  Anthony,  Brownlow,  Baoking- 
bam,  C<ildwell,  Cameron,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Clay- 
ton, Cole.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  BdimandSf  Fenton. 
Ferry  of  Connecticat,  Flanagan,  Goldtbwaite,  Ham- 
ilton of  Maryland,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin, 
Johnston,  Kellogg,  Morton.  Pomeroy,  Pool,  Rioe, 
Robertson,  SauUbary,  Sehars,  Scott,  Sherman. 
Spragae,  Stockton,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  West,  and 
Wilson— 35.  ^ 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  will  state  before  I  re- 
new the  motion  to  adjourn  that  I  understood 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Delaware  to  say 
that  he  desired  to  address  the  Senate  on  the 
power  of  municipal  corporations  to  make  sub- 
scriptions of  this  kind.  It  is  a  very  interest- 
ing subject — a  subject  upon  which  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate  would  desire  to  hear  the 
Senator.  It  is  hardly  fair  that  he  should  be 
crowded  into  a  late  hour  to  deliver  a  speech  on 
so  important  a  subject,  and  I  therefore  ask 
bim  to  give  way  in  order  that  I  may  move  an 
adjournment. 

Mr.  BATARD.  Perhaps  the  Senator  mis- 
understood me.  It  was  not  my  purpose  to 
make  any  set  speech  upon  the  abstract  ques- 
tion of  the  power  of  municipal  subscriptions 
to  works  beyond  the  limits  of  a  city;  but  I 
intended  to  state  in  short  the  reasons  whv  I 
should  vote  against  this  bill ;  and  in  domg 
S0|  I  alluded  to  the  first  and  chief  reason, 
and  that  was  my  opposition  to  the  system  of 
municipal  subscriptions  to  works  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  city.  I  do  not  propose  to 
make  a  long  speech  upon  the  matter,  and  it  is 
very  indifferent  to  me  whether  I  say  what  I 
have  got  to  say  now  or  to-morrow.  My  time 
has  been  so  occupied  in  committee-room  dur- 
ing the  sessions  of  the  Senate  that  it  might  be 
very  possible  I  could  not  say  what  I  wanted  to 
say  at  another  time,  although  it  would  be  very 
little  loss  to  the  Senate  if  I  did  not. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  Senator  prefers  to 
go  on,  I  shall  not  make  the  motion,  of  course. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  So  far  as  my  convenience 
is  concerned,  it  is  entirely  immaterial.  The 
regular  hour  of  adjournment  has  nearly  arrived, 
and  I  have  no  objection  on  that  account  to 
give  way  to  a  motion  to  that  effect 

Mr.  nARLAN.    Then  I  make  the  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  yield? 

Mr.  BAYARD.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  a  word? 

Mr.  HARLAN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Bv  a  vote  which  sur- 
prised me  a  little,  considering  the  merits  of 
the  bills,  the  Senate  determined  to  lay  aside 
an  appropriation  bill,  in  the  midst  of  its  con- 
sideration, and  take  up  this  local  railway  bill. 
Now,  at  the  usual  hour,  to  be  sure,  of  ad- 
journment, when  it  has  been  verv  thoroughly 
discussed,  voted  upon,  and  amended,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  adjourn.  I  wish  to  remind  Senators 
that  it  is  quite  probable  to-morrow  will  go 
where  to-day  iias  gone.  I  do  not  think  we 
have  a  great  many  days  to  spare.  I  am  not 
on  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  I 
am  not  on  the  committee  of  my  honorable 
friend  from  Iowa,  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  but  I  should  suppose  these  two  com- 
mittees would  try  to  get  this  bill  out  of  the 
way,  so  that  they  might  go  on  with  the  appro- 
priation bill.  I  doubt  whether  we  shall  ever 
understand  it  much  better  than  we  do  now,  or 
shall  after  the  additional  suggestions  Senators 
wish  to  make  to  those  which  have  been  made. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  would  most  gladly  make 
a  motion  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table  for  the 
purpose  of  proceeding  with  the  appropriation 
bill  if  I  could  dor  so  with  proper  courtesy  and 
respect  to  my  associates  in  the  Chamber.  I 
would  not  wish  to  make  a  motion  of  that  kind 
in  the  face  of  the  statement  of  an  honorable 


member  of  this  body  that  he  desired  to  sab- 
mit  some  remarks  on  a  point  as  interestiogu 
the  one  that  has  been  indicated.  I  wiU  give 
notice,  however,  that  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
speech  to-morrow  morning,  if  I  can  g«t  the 
floor,  I  shall  make  the  mottOD  to  postpone 
this  bill  until  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  n 
disposed  of.  I  now  renew  the  motioo  that 
the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  (st  foor 
O'clock  and  fifty-five  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Weokbsdat,  April  8, 1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o*  clock  m.  Pnjr 
by  Rev.  J.  P.  Newhak,  D.  D.,  Chaplain  of  the 
Senate. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  ftsd 
approved. 

workinomsn's  national  bank. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York,  by  unanimoos 
consent,  presented  a  petition  in  favor  of  tli« 
incorporation  of  the  Workingmeo's  Coopen- 
tive  Colonization  National  Bank  of  Americi; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Bank- 
ing and  Currency,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DALTIHOIIB  AND  POTOMAC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  KERR.  When  the  vote  was  taken  os 
Monday  last  upon  the  passage  of  the  Bilti 
more  and  Potomac  railroad  oill,  I  neglectd 
to  make  the  announcement,  which  I  nov  wish 
to  make,  that  Mr.  Potter  of  New  York,  aai 
Mr.  Dickey  of  Pennsylvania,  were  paired  g3 
that  bill.  Had  they  been  present  Mr.  Pottss 
would  have  voted  against  the  bill,  and  Mr. 
Digest  for  it. 

SALT  LAKE  AND  OHBOON  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  KETCHAM.  I  call  for  the  reguls: 
order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  beiag 
called  for,  the  morning  hour  now  b^os  v 
twenty  minutes  past  twelve  o'clock.  Tbefirs: 
business  in  order  during  the  momiaghour  is 
the  call  of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Landj 
for  reports. 

Mr.  SLATER,  from  the  Committee  on  lif 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  so  ameoc 
ment,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2124)  granting  tbe 
right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  for  tb? 
construction  of  a  railroad  from  Great  Sat 
Lake  to  Portland,  Oregon. 

The  bill  was  read.  The  first  section  providei 
that  for  Uie  purpose  of  aiding  in  tbe  constroc 
tion  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  Po?^ 
land,  in  the  Sute  of  Oregon,  byway  of  Dalles 
City,  to  some  suitable  point  on  tbe  Uoion 
Pacific  or  Central  Pacific  railroad  inthevicin 
ity  of  Salt  Lake,  not  further  east  than  Gre(c 
river,  with  a  branch  from  a  suitable  point  w^- 
of  the  Blue  mountains  to  a  suitable  point  i^ 
Walla- Walla  valley,  there  are  hereby  grtntw 
to  the  Portland,  Dalles,  and  Salt  Lake  Ba:! 
road  Company,  organized  under  articles  o. 
incorporation  filed  in  the  oflBce  of  the  secretary 
of  State  of  Oregon  on  March  26, 1871,  and  to 
their  successors  aud  assigns,  a  strip  ^^^ 
one  hundred  feet  wide  on  each  side  of  tbe 
center  line  of  said  road,  and  tbe  ncceaj^T 
lands  for  depots,  stations,  side-tracks,  and  otfi^f 
needful  uses  in  operating  said  road  and  te.r 
graph,  not  exceeding  forty  acres  at  any  one 
place ;  provided  that  the  locations  for  depoti' 
stations,  and  side-tracks  shall  not  exceed  tor 
the  whole  line  of  said  road  more  than  one  loo 
tion  of  forty  acres  for  every  ten  ™^^**  j  J! 
same,  and  when  made  upon  surveyed  laofla 
shall  conform  to  the  Government  sarTej> 
thereof.  The  second  section  provides  tfitf 
said  company  shall,  within  six  months  alter 
the  location  of  any  section  of  twenty  m"«<'J 
more  of  their  said  road,  if  the  same  be  op<» 
surveyed  land,  and  if  upon  unsurveyed  idDO' 
then  within  six  months  atler  the  survey  thereoi 
by  the  United  States,  file  a  plat  of  such  lp»»fl 
section,  together  with  proof  thereof,  witiiifl« 
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register   of  the  land  office  for  the  district 

wherein  said  located  section  may  be  situated, 

and  upon  approval  thereof  the  same  shall  be 

oofeed  upon  the  township  plats  in  said  office. 

and  thereafter  all  lands  over  which  the  said 

line  of  road  shall  pass  shall  be  sold,  located, 

or  disposed  of  hy  the  United  States,  subject 

to  such  riffht  of  way  so  located  as  aforesaid ; 

pit>vided  tliat  tho  line  of  said  road  shall  be 

located  within  three  years  afier  the  passage 

of  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  to  add  to  section  two 

of  the  bill  the  following: 

And  provided  fturiher.  That  said  road  shall  be  com- 
pleted within  ten  years  thereafter. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  beine 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time. 

The  qaestion  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  wish  to  inquire  the  object 
of  the  provision  contained  in  the  last  section 
with  reference  to  the  disposal  of  these  lands 
by  the  Government.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
Uiat  section  again. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  2.  That  said  company  shall,  within  six  months 
after  the  location  of  any  section  of  twenty  miles  or 
more  of  their  said  road,  if  the  same  be  upon  sur- 
veyed land,  and  if  upon  unsurveyed  land,  then 
within  six  months  after  the  survey  theceof  by  the 
United  States,  file  a  plat  of  such  located  section, 
together  with  proof  thereof,  with  the  register  of  the 
laud  offic(.for  the  district  wbereln  said  located  sec- 
tion may  be  situated,  and  upon  approval  thereof 
the  same  shall  be  noted  upon  the  township  plats  in 
said  office,  and  thereafter  alt  lands  over  which  the 
said  line  of  road  shall  pass  shall  be  sold,  located,  or 
disposed  of  by  the  TJnited  States,  subject  to  such 
Tight  of  way  so  located  as  aforesaid :  Provided,  That 
the  line  of  said  road  shall  be  located  within  three 
years  after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  do  not  understand  the 
object  of  expressly  providing  that  after  the 
location  of  this  road  the  lands  shall  be  sold. 
Is  it  meant  that  before  that  time  the  lands  shall 
not  be  sobjeet  to  location  for  settlement;  that 
they  shall  only  become  subject  to  location  by 
homestead  settlers  after  the  location  of  this 
road?  If  that  is  the  object  I  object  to  the 
provision. 

Mr.  SLATER.  The  point  is  simply  this: 
the  land  over  which  Hiis  right  of  way  passes  is 
to  be  sold  subject  to  the  right  of  way.  It  sim- 
ply provides  that  this  right  of  way  shall  be  an 
iccambrance  upon  the  land  for  one  hundred 
feet  upon  each  aide  of  the  line  of  the  road ; 
that  those  who  may  afterward  make  locations 
for  settlement  shall  not  interfere  with  this  right 
of  way. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania.  It  grants  no 
land  to  any  railroad  company? 

Mr.  SLATER.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  provision  means 
whatthegentleman  from  Oregon  [Mr.  Slatkr] 
has  explained  it  to  mean,  I  have  no  objection 
to  it,  although  I  think  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  might  well  consider  whether  a  strip 
of  land  one  hundred  feet  wide  is  not  an  ample 
grant  to  any  railroad  company  for  the  con- 
struction of  its  road.  I  think  that  in  the  older 
settled  sections  of  the  country  the  road-beds 
seldom  exceed  one  hundred  feet  in  width. 

Mr.  SLATER.  The  bill  follows  the  uniform 
precedents  in  bills  of  this  character.  I  do  not 
think  a  bill  has  been  passed  within  the  last  ten 
years  for  a  rigtit  of  wa^  giving  less  than  one 
hoodred  feet  on  each  side. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  do  not  object,  although 
the  provision  struck  me  as  somewhat  singular. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  it  was  passce. 

Mr.  SLATER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
bj  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SBLMA,  ROMK,  AND  DALTON  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  KETCH  AM,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reporuda  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2196) 


relating  to  certain  land^  in  the  State  of  Ala- 
bama ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill  provides  in  the  first  section  that  all 
the  lands  heretofore  certified  to  the  State  of 
Alabama  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  for  the  benefit  of  the  railroad 
from  Selma  to  Gadsden,  then  known  as  the 
Alabama  and  Tennessee  River  railroad,  under 
the  act  of  Congress  entitled  '*  An  act  granting 
public  lands  in  alternate  sections  to  the  State 
of  Alabama,  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  cer- 
tain, railroads, '^  approved  June  8,  1856,  shall 
be  confirmed  to  the  State  of  Alabama  for  the 
sole  use  and  benefit  of  the  Selma,  Rome,  and 
Dalton  Railroad  Company,  the  successors  of 
the  Alabama  and  Tennessee  River  Railroad 
Company. 

The  second  section  provides  that  the  right 
of  way  and  use  of  a  strip  of  land  one  hundred 
feet  in  length,  from  the  center,  and  on  each 
side  of  the  said  railroad,  as  the  same  is  now 
located  and  constructea  upon  and  over  any 
lands  of  the  United  States,  in  the  State  of 
Alabama,  be  granted  to  the  Selma,  Rome,  and 
Dalton  Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  there  will  be  some 
explanation  of  the  effect  of  this  bill.  I  do  not 
understand  whether  it  makes  a  grant  of  land 
or  confirms  a  grant. 

Mr.  KETCHAM.  I  will  briefly  explain  the 
provisions  of  the  bill.  In  1856,  Congress  granted 
to  the  State  of  Alabama  certain  lands  to  aid  in 
the  construction  of  railroads  in  that  State, 
which  roads  were  designated  in  the  act ;  and 
among  them  was  what  is  now  the  Selma,  Rom.e, 
and  Dalton  railroad.  The  road  was  to  be  com- 
pleted within  ten  years  from  the  passage  of 
the  act.  The  company  at  once  began  the  con- 
struction of  the  road,  and  when  the  war  com- 
menced had  completed  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles  of  the  same ;  and  the  usual  certificates 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
were  given.  Immediately  after  the  war,  and 
within  the  time  named  in  the  original  act,  de- 
ducting the  period  of  the  war,  the  road  was 
completed.  This  bill  simply  confirms  the  ac- 
tion of  the  Commissioner  in  issuing  the  usual 
certificates  for  the  one  hundred  and  twenty 
miles.  A  bill  of  this  kind  passed  both  branches 
during  the  last  session  of  Congress,  but  failed 
to  receive  the  approval  of  the  President  be- 
cause of  some  neglect  in  the  Senate.  It  has 
the  approval  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
eral Land  Office,  the  Secretary  pf  the  Interior, 
and  the  unanimous  indorsement  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands.  It  grants  no  lands 
whatever.     I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  the  bill  will  be  again 
reported. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  hope  it  is  a  short  one. 
Every  bill  so  far  has  been  read  three  times, 
and  in  that  way  the  time  of  the  committee  for 
making  reports  is  being  exhausted. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  take  less  time  to 
read  the  bill  than  to  make  objections. 

The  bill  was  again  read. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered ;  and  under  the  oper- 
ation thereof,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  KETCHAM  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SALT  LAKE  AND  COLORADO  RIVER  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  DUNNELL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  back  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
698)  to  incorporate  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and 
Colorado  River  Railway  Company,  and  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  its  road,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  lands  along  the  line 
of  said  road  to  actual  settlers  at  $2  60  per 
acre  and  in  quantities  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  to  each  settler,  with  an 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  substitute  only  will 
be  read  and  treated  as  an  original  bill. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2199)  to  incorporate  the 
Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  River  Railway 
Company,  and  to  grant  to  said  company  the 
right  of  way  through  the  public  lanas  of  the 
United  States,  was  then  received  and  read  a 
first  and  second  time, 

The  bill  was  then  read,  as  follows: 

That  Alexander  R,  Baldwin,  W.  P.  C.  Stebbins. 
John  K.  Goodwin,  J.  J.  Chapman.  F.  S.  Qilaon. 
Albert  Reiebmann,  N.  B.  Bryant,  James  W.  Sim- 
mons, Siias  Wood,  L.  M.  Eeed,  and  such  other 
persons  who  sbaii  or  may  be  assooiated  with  them, 
and  their  successors,  are  hereby  created  and  erected 
into  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  in  deed  and  in  law, 
by  the  name,  style,  and  title  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake 
and  CSoIorado  Birer  Railway  Coupaoy.  and  by  that 
name  shall  have  perpetaal  succession,  and  shall  be 
able  to  sue  and  be  sued,  plead  and  be  imuleaided. 
defend  and  be  defended,  in  all  courts  of  law  ana 
equity  within  the  United  States,  and  may  make  and 
have  a  common  seal.  And  said  corporation  is  hereby 
authorised  and  empowered  to  lay  out,  locate,  con- 
struct, famish,  miuotain,  and  enjoy  a  oontinnoas 
railroad  and  telegraph  line,  with  the  appurtenances 
beginning  at  or  near  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah; 
thence  by  Utah  lake,  the  Sevier  and.  Rio  Virgin 
rirers,  to  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Colorado 
river;  and  thence  toa  pointon  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Jklexico,  in  the  direction 
of  the  head  of  the  Gulf  of  California,  by  the  most  eli- 
.gible  route,  to  be  determined  by  said  company; 
and  is  hereby  vested  with  all  the  powers,  privileges, 
and  immunities  neoessary  to  carry  into  effect  the 
purposes  of  this  act  as  herein  set  forth.  The  capital 
stocK  of  said  company  shall  consist  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  shares  of  $100  each,  which  shall 
in  all  respects  be  deemed  personal  property,  and 
shall  be  transferable  in  such  manner  as  the  by-laws 
of  said  corporation  shall  provide.  The  persons  here- 
inbefore named  are  hereby  appointed  commission- 
ers, and  shall  be  called  the  board  of  commissioners 
of  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  River  Railway 
Company,  and  a  majority  shall  constitute  a  quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  bosiness.  The  first  meeting 
of  said  board  of  commissioners  shall  be  held  within 
six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act.  Said  board 
shall  organise  by  the  choice  from  its  number  of  a 
president,  vice  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer, 
and  they  shall  require  from  said  treasurer  sneh 
bonds  as  may  be  deemed  proper. and  may  from  time 
to  time  increase  tho  amount  thereof  as  they  may 
deem  proper.  The  secretary  shall  be  sworn  to  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties,  and  such  oath 
shall  be  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  company, 
signed  by  him,  and  the  oath  verified  thereon.  Sub- 
sequent meetings  of  said  board  shall  be  held  at  the 
times  and  places  to  which  said  board  shall  from  time 
to  time  adjourn.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  board 
of  commissioners  to  open  books,  or  cause  books  ^to 
bo  opened,  at  such  times  and  in  such  principal  cities 
or  other  places  in  the  United  States  as  they  or  a  quo- 
rum of  them  shall  determine,  within  six  montbsaiter 
the  passage  of  this  act.  to  receive  subscriptions  to  the 
capital  stock  of  said  corporation,  and  acash  payment 
of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  subscriptions,  and  to  receipt 
therefor.  So  soon  as  five  thousand  shares  shall  in 
^ood  faith  be  subscribed  for,  and  ten  dollars  per  share, 
m  cash,  actually  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  com- 
pany, the  president  and  tho  secretary  of  said  board 
of  commissioners  shall  appoint  a  time  and  place 
for  the  first  meeting  of  the  subscribers  to  the  stock 
of  said  company,  and  shall  give  notice  thereof  in  at 
least  one  iiewspaper  in  each  State  in  which  subscrip- 
tion books  have  been  opened,  at  least  fifteen  days 
previous  to  the  day  of  meeting ;  and  such  subeoribers 
as  shidl  attend  the  meetingso  called,  either  in  person 
or  by  lawful  proxy,  then  and  there  shall  elect,  by 
ballot,  nine  directors  for  said  corporation;  ana  in 
such  election  each  share  of  said  oapiul  stock  shall 
entitle  the  owner  thereof  to  one  vote.  The  preeideat 
and  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  oommisstoners, 
and,  in  oase  of  absence  or  inability,  any  two  of  the 
officers  of  said  board,  shall  act  as  iuspeoiors  of  said 
election,  and  shall  certify  under  their  hands  the 
names  of  the  directors  elected  at  said  meeting ;  and 
the  said  oommissioners.  treasurer,  and  secretary 
shall  then  deliver  over  to  said  directors  all  the  prop- 
erties, subscription  books,  and  other  books  in  their 
possession,  and  thereupon  the  duties  of  said  com- 
missioners and  the  offieen  previooaly  appointed  by 
them  shall  cease  and  determine  forever,  and  there- 
after the  stockholders  shall  constitute  said  body 
politic  and  corporate.  Annual  meetings  of  thestoek- 
holders  of  the  said  corporation  for  the  choice  of 
officers  and  for  the  transaction  of  businees  shall  bo 
holden  at  such  time  and  place,  and  upon  such  notice, 
as  may  bepreseribed  by  the  by-laws. 

Sac.  2.  That  the  right  of  way  through  the  public 
lands  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  granted  to  said 
Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  River  Railway  Com- 
pany for  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph 
as  proposed;  and  the  right,  power,  and  authority  is 
hereby  given  to  said  corporation  to  take  from  the 
public  land  adjacent  to  the  line  of  said  r<*ad  earth, 
stone,  and  other  matenal  for  the  construoiion 
thereof.  Said  .way  is  granted  to  said  railroad  to  the 
extent  of  onis  hundrea  feet  in  width  on  each  side  of 
said  railroad  where  it  may  pass  ihrough  the  pablic 
domain,  including  all  necessary  ground,  not  to  ex- 
ceed forty  acres  at  any  onostaiion,  for  station- build- 
ings,  workshops,  depots,  machine-shops,  switehos, 
side-tracks,  turn-tables,  and  water-stations. 

8x0. 8.  That  said  railway  shall  be  consuuotedin  a 
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Bubstantial  and  workman-like  manner,  with  all  the 
oeoessary  draws,  ouWerts,  bridges,  yiadacts,  cross- 
ings, tnrn-Ottts.  stations,  and  watering-places,  and 
all  other  appurtenances,  inolading  farnitnro  and 
rolling  stock.  And  there  shall  be  constmoted  a  tel- 
egraph line  of  the  most  snbstantial  and  approved 
description,  to  be  operated  along  the  entire  line: 
Proviatd,  That  the  said  company  shall  not  charge 
the  Government  higher  rates  than  they  do  individ- 
uals for  like  transportation  and  telegraph  service. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Great  Bait  Lake  and 
Colorado  River  Railway  Company  to  permit  any 
other  railroad  which  shall  be  authorised  to  bo  built 
by  the  United  States,  or  by  the  Le|rislature  of  any 
State  in  which  the  same  may  be  situated,  to  form 
running  connections  with  it  on  fair  and  equitable 
terms.  And  if  the  companies  cannot  agree,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  fix  the  terms. 

Sec.  4.  That  the  said  railway  company  be,  and  is 
hereby,  authorised  and  empowered  to  enter  upon, 
purchase,  take,  and  hold  any  lands  or  premises  that 
may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  the  construction 
and  working  of  said  road,  not  exceeding  in  width 
one  hundred  feet  on  each  side  of  the  line  of  its  rail- 
road, unless  a  greater  width  be  required  for  the  pur- 
f^ose  of  excavation  or  embankment,  and  also  any 
ands  or  premises  that  may  be  necessary  and  proper 
for  turn-outs,  standing-places  for  cars,  depots,  sta- 
tion-houses, or  ayy  other  structures  reauired  in  the 
construction  and  working  of  said  road.  And  the 
said  company  shall  have  the  right  to  cut  and  remove 
trees  and  other  material  that  might,  by  falling,  in- 
cumber its  road-bed.  though  standing  or  beioff  more 
than  two  hundred  feet  from  the  line  of  said  road. 
And  in  case  the  owner  of  such  lands  or  premises 
and  the  said  company  cannot  agree  as  to  the 
value  of  the  premises  taken,  or  to  be  taken,  for 
the  use  of  said  road,  the  value  thereof  shall  be  de- 
termined by  the  appraisal  of  three  disinterested 
commissioners,  who  may  be  appointed,  upon  appli- 
cation by  either  party  to.  any  court  of  record  in  any 
of  the  Territories  in  which  the  lands  or  premises  to 
to  be  taken  lie;  and  said  commissioners,  in  their 
assessment  of  damages,  shall  appraise  such  prem- 
ises at  what  would  nave  been  the  value  thereof  if 
the  road  had  not  been  built.  And  upon  return  into 
court  of  such  appraisement,  and  upon  the  payment 
into  the  same  of  the  estimated  value  of  the  premises 
taken  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  owner  thereof, 
said  premises  shall  be  deemed  to  be  taken  b^  said 
company,  which  shall  thereby  acquire  full  title  to 
the  same  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  And  either 
part^  feeling  aggrieved  at  said  appraisement  may. 
within  thirty  days  after  the  same  has  been  returned 
into  court,  file  an  appeal  therefrom,  and  demand  a 
jury  of  twelve  men  to  estimate  the  damage  sus- 
tained :  but  such  an  appeal  shall  not  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  said  company  to  enter  upon  the  prem- 
ises taken,  or  to  do  any  act  necessary  and  proper  in 
the  construction  of  its  road.  And  said  party  appeal- 
ing shall  give  bonds,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sure- 
ties, for  the  payment  of  any  cost  that  may  arise  upon 
such  appeal ;  and  in  case  the  part^  appealing  does 
not  obtain  a  verdict  increasing  or  diminishing,  as  the 
case  may  be,  the  award  of  the  commissioners,  such 
party  shall  pay  the  whole  cost  incurred  b^  the  ap- 

Jiellee.  as  well  as  his  own,  and  the  payment  into  court, 
or  the  use  of  the  owner  of  said  premises  taken,  of  a 
sum  equal  to  that  finally  awarded,  shall  be  held  to 
vest  in  said  company  thetitle  of  said  land  andof  the 
right  to  use  and  occupy  the  same  for  theoonstruction, 
maintenance.and  operation  of  saidroad.  And  in  case 
any  party  shall  have  a  right  or  claim  to  any  land  for  a 
term  of  years,  or  any  interest  therein,  in  possession, 
reversion,  or  remainder,  the  value  of  any  such  estate 
less  than  a  fee-simple  shall  be  estimated  and  determ- 
ined in  the  manner  hereinbefore  set  forth.  And  in 
case  it  shall  bo  necessary  for  the  company  to  enter 
upon  any  lands  which  are  unoccupied,  and  of  whieh 
there  is  no  apparent  owner  or  claimant,  it  may  pro- 
ceed to  take  and  use  the  same  for  the  purposes  of 
said  railroad,  and  may  institute  proceedings,  in 
manner  described,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  value  of,  and  of  acquiring  title  to,  the  same; 
but  the  judge  of  the  court  hearing  said  suit  shall 
determine  the  kind  of  notice  to  be  served  on  such 
owner  or  owners,  and  he  may  in  his  discretion  ap- 
point an  a^ent  or  guardian  to  represent  such  owner 
or  owners  in  case  of  his  or  their  incapacity  or  non- 
appearance, fiut  in  ease  no  claimant  shall  appear 
within  six  years  from  the  time  of  the  opening  of 
said  road  across  any  land,  all  claims  to  damages 
against  said  company  shall  be  barred.  And  said 
company  is  authorized  to  issue  its  bonds  to  aid  in 
the  construction  and  equipment  of  its  road,  and  to 
secure  the  same  by  mortgage  on  its  property  and 
rights  of  property  of  all  kinds  and  deeoriptions,  real, 
personalf  and  mixed,  including  its  franchise  as  a 
corporation,  not  exceeding  140,000  per  mile;  and,  as 
proof  and  notice  of  its  legal  execution  and  effectual 
delivery,  said  mortgage  shall  be  filed  and  recorded 
in  the  omde  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

6x0.  5.  That  the  acceptance  of  the  terms,  condi- 
tions, and  impositions  or  this  act  b^thesaid  railway 
company  shall  be  signified  in  writing,  under  tbe 
corporate  seal  of  said  company,  duly  executed  pur- 
suant to  the  direction  of  its  board  of  directors  first 
had  and  obtained;  which  acceptance  shall  be  made 
within  two  years  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  and 
not  afterward,  and  shall  be  filed  in  the  Department 
of  the  Interior;  and  said  company  shall  have  three 
years'  time  in  which  to  locate  their  line  of  road  and 
file  their  plats,  and  fifteen  years'  time  to  complete 
the  road  from  and  after  tbe  passage  of  this  act. 

Sbc.  0.  That  all  tbe  people  of  the  United  States 
rhall  have  the  right  to  subscribe  to  the  stock  of  the 
mid  railway  company  until  the  whole  capital  named 
in  this  act  of  incorporation  is  taken  up  by  complying 
with  the  terms  of  subeoription. 


Sxo.  7.  That  said  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  River 
railway,  and  every  part  thereof,  shall  be  a  post 
route  and  a  military  road,  subject  to  the  use  of^the 
United  States  for  postal,  military,  naval,  and  all 
other  Government  service,  and  also  subject  to  such 
regulations  as  Congress  may  impose  restriotiog  .the 
charges  for  such  Government  transportation. 

Sko.  8.  That  tbe  directors  of  said  company  shall 
make  an  annual  report  of  their  proceedings  and  ex- 
penditures, verified  by  the  affidavits  of  the  president 
and  at  least  six  of  the  directors,  and  they  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  fix,  determine,  and  ref  nlate  the  fares, 
tolls,  and  charges  to  be  received  ana  paid  for  trans- 
portation of  persons  and  property  on  said  road,  or 
any  part  thereof. 

Sec.  9  That  the  direetors  chosen  in  pursuance  of 
the  first  section  of  thisaotshall.sosoonas  may  be  i^er 
their  election,  elect  from  their  own  number  a  presi- 
dent and  a  vice  president ;  and  said  board  of  directors 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  and  so  soon  as  may  be  after 
their  election,  choose  a  treasurer  and  a  secretary,  who 
shall  hold  their  offices  at  the  will  and  pleasure  of 
the  board  of  directors.  The  treasurer  and  the  secre- 
tary shall  give  such  bonds,  with  such  security,  as  the 
said  board  from  time  to  time  may  reciuire.  The  sec- 
retary shall  before  entering  upon  his  duty  be  sworn 
to  the  faithful  discharge  thereof,  and  said  oath  shall 
be  made  a  matter  of  record  upon  the  books  of  said 
corporation.  No  person  shall  be  a  director  of  said 
company  unless  he  shall  be  a  stockholder,  and  qual- 
ified to  vote  for  directors  at  the  election  at  which  he 
shall  be  chosen. 

Skc.  10.  That  the  president,  vice  president^  and 
directors  shall  hold  their  offices  for  the  period  indi- 
cated in  the  by-laws  of  said  company,  not  exceeding 
three  ^ears,  respectively,  and  until  others  are  choeen 
in  their  place  and  qualified.  In  case  it  shall  so  hap- 
pen that  an  election  of  directors  shall  not  be  made 
on  any  day  appointed  by  the  by-laws  of  said  com- 
pany, the  corporation  shall  not  for  that  excuse  be 
deemed  to  be  dissolved,  but  such  election  may  be 
holden  on  any  day  which  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
directors.  The  directors,  of  whom  five,  including 
the  president,  shall  be  a  ouorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business,  shall  have  full  power  to  make  and  pre- 
scribe such  by-laws,  rules,  and  regulations  as  they 
shall  deem  needful  and  proper  touching  the  disposi- 
tion and  management  of  the  stock,  property,  estate, 
and  effects  of  the  company,  the  transfer  of  shares, 
the  duties  and  conduct  of  their  officers  and  servants 
touching  the  election  and  meeting  of  the  directors, 
and  all  matters  whatsoever  which  may  appertain  to 
the  concerns  of  said  company ;  and  the  said  board 
of  directors  may  have  full  power  to  fill  any  vacancy 
or  vacancies  that  may  occur  from  any  cause  or  causes 
fVom  time  to  time  in  their  said  board.  And  the  said 
board  of  directors  shall  have  power  to  appoint  8uch 
engineers,  agents,  and  subordinates  as  may  from 
time  to  time  be  necessary  to  carry  into  ciTcct  the 
object  of  the  company,  and  to  do  all  acts  and  things 
tonchinff  the  location  and  construction  of  said  road. 

Sec.  11.  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  /iirectors. 
of  said  company  to  require  payment  of  tho  sum  of 
ten  per  cent,  cash  assessment  upon  all  subscriptions 
received  of  all  subscribers,  and  the  balance  thereof 
at  such  times  and  in  such  proportions  and  on  such 
conditions  as  they  shall  deem  to  bo  necessary  to 
complete  the  said  rood  and  telegraph  line  within 
the  time  in  this  act  prescribed,  after  due  notice  be- 
ing given :  and  in  case  any  stockholder  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  pay  in  pursuance  of  such  notice,  the 
stock  held  by  ^uch  person  shall  be  forfeited  abso- 
lutely to  the  use  of  the  company,  and  also  any  pay- 
ment or  payments  that  shall  have  been  made  on 
account  thereof,  subject  to  the  condition  that  the 
board  of  directors  may  allow  the  redemption  on 
such  terips  as  they  may  prescribe. 

Skc.  12.  That  the  better  to  accomplish  the  object 
of  this  act,  namely,  to  promote  the  public  iQtcrest 
and  welfare  by  the  construction  of  said  railroad  and 
telegraph  line,  and  keeping  the  same  in  working 
order,  and  to  secure  to  the  Government  at  all  times 
(but  particularly  in'  time  of  war,)  the  use  and  bene- 
nts  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other  pur- 
poses. Congress  may  at  any  time,  having  due  regard 
for  the  rights  of  said  Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado 
River  Railway  Company,  add  to,  alter,  amend,  or 
repeal  this  ace. 

Mr.  DUN  NELL.  I  desire  to  make  a  sin- 
gle remark.  The  Committee  on  tbe  PabUc 
Lands,  to  which  the  bill  was  referred  for 
which  this  is  offered  as  a  sabstitute,  endeav- 
ored  to  so  prepare  the  substitute  as  to  protect 
the  Government  and  guard  the  rights  of  the 
parties  along  the  line  of  this  road,  in  no  way 
wishing  to  conflict  with  any  other  road  that 
has  been  chartered  by  the  territorial  Legisla- 
ture of  Utah.  It  is  willing  to  accept  an  amend- 
ment which  the  Delegate  front  Utah  has  pre- 
pared. We  only  desire  this  bill  may  be 
regarded  as  well  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee in  all  respects.  It  simply  grants  the  right 
of  way  from  the  Great  Salt  Lake  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Colorado  river,  some  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  miles.  It  will  connect  the  Southern 
and  the  Northern  Pacific  railroads  with  the 
Union  Pacific.  It  is  a  great  national  thor- 
oughfare. It  is  in  the  interest  of  that  section 
of  country.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  the  whole 
country.  We  simply  give  the  right  of  way  for 
a  hundred  feet  on  each  side  of  the  road. 


I  now  yield  to  the  Delegate  from  Utah  Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  ask  a  qaestion.  I 
do  not  suppose  that  the  gentleman  from  Utah 
and  the  gentleman  from  Minnesota  can  fix  up 
this  bill  to  suit  themselves  when  it  involves 
some  general  principles  in  which  we  are  all 
in  terested 

Mr.  DUNNELL.   I  will  yield  for  a  qaestion. 

Mr.  COX.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
this  bill  makes  any  grant  of  lands? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  There  is  no  land  grant 
further  than  a  hundred  feet*  on  each  side  of 
the  road. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  And  it  grants  forty  acres 
of  land  for  each  section  and  depot.  Will  tbe 
gentleman  accept  an  amendment  limiting  the 
grant  of  land  for  depots  and  sections  to  so 
many  acres  for  each  ten  miles  of  leDg;th  in  the 
main  line  of  road?  I  propose  to  insert  the 
following  words  in  line  eleven,  section  four, 
after  the  word  *'road:" 

Not  ezceedine:  twenty  acres  for  each  ten  mila  in 
length  of  the  main  line  of  said  road. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.     I  will  accept  that  amend- 
ment. 
The  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Holhajt  was 

agreed  to. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  yield  to  the  gentlemai 
from  Utah  [Mr.  Hooper]  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing as  an  additional  section  : 

Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so  constaaed  as  t« 
authoriEe  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  River 
Railway  Company  to  appropriate  or  destroy,  or  in 
any  way  interfere  with  the  track,  road>bed,  bridipes. 
telegraph  Hoes,  stations,  depot  grounds,  or  ot  bo- 
property  of  tho  Utah  Southern  Railroad  Company, 
a  corporation  created  «nder  the  laws  of  the  I^eri-- 
lativo  Assembly  of  tho  Territory  of  Utah,  for  the 
construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  from  the 
city  of  Salt  Lake,  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  to  P^y- 
Bon  City,  in  the  said  Territory. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  That  is  right.  The  amend 
ment  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  yield  to  my  colleague 
on  the  committee,  [Mr.  Stevensov.] 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  move  the  foUowio^ 
amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Utah,  [Mr.  Hoopeb:] 

Provided^  That  nothing  herein  oontained  shall  be 
considered  as  recoi^nising  ttfb  authority  of  the  Legi»- 
lature  of  the  Territory  of  Utah  to  create  a  railn>a<i 
corporation. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  I  cannot  accept 
that. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wonld  like  to 
say  one  word. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Min- 
nesota [Mr.  Dunnell]  is  on  the  floor. 

Mr.  Cox.  I  see  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Stevenson]  occupying  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Stevenson]  occupies  the  floor  by  leave 
of  the  gentleman  from  Minnesota,  who  ha« 
reported  the  bill.  The  Chair  would  be  glad 
to  recognize  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
if  the  floor  were  given  him. 

Mr.  COX.     I  ask  no  privileges. 

Mr.  DUN'NELL.  I  call  for  the  previous 
question. 

Mr,  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
from  Minnesota  will  allow  us  to  consider  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  which  involves 
a  ver^  great  public  principle  as  to  the  power 
of  a  Territory  to  create  a  corporation.  This 
bill  assumes  on  the  part  of  Congress  the 
power  to  incorporate  .a  great  corporation  by 
the  Federal  QbyernmeDt,  while  this  road  runs 
through  Territories  each  of  which  may  possess 
the  power  to  incorporate  companies  lor  this 
very  purpose.  On  these  points  we  desire  t<» 
be  heard. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  YorkTMr.  Cgx]  for  one  moment 

Mr.  COX.  HTow  long  is  that?  [Laughter.] 
Mr.  Speaker,  my  friend  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Holman]  has  made  an  objection  to  t^is  biil 
which  needs  to  be  considered  by  this  House 
carefully.    We  are  asked  to  set  a  precedent 
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here  by  incorporating  a  railroad  company  by 
Congress,  and  setting  aside  by  the  amendment 
of  the  eentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Stevenson] 
the  right  of  Territories  to  incorporate. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Does  the  gentleman 
claim  that  a  Territory  has  any  sach  right? 

Mr.  COX.  Territories  have  the  right,  under 
their  organic  law,  to  make  corporations.  I 
belieTe  they  have  already  made  certain  cor- 
porations. I  would  rather  trust  the  local  than 
the  Federal  authority  with  the  power  to  create 
corporations.  I  am  in  favor  of  the  Federal 
authority  making  corporations  for  certain  lim- 
ited purposes,  and  the  other  day  I  undertook 
to  make  that  discrimination.  But  when  it  is 
proposed  to  make  a  great  corporation  like  this, 
one  whose  powers  are  to  be  so  extensive  that 
it  takes  the  Clerk  an  hour  to  read,  to  put  ns 
in  possession  of  the  details ;  when  it  is  proposed 
to  aggrandize  the  power  of  the  Federal  Gov* 
ernment  over  the  public  domain,  so  as  to  in- 
corporate people  who  will  seize  that  domain 
and  have  other  rights  and  privileges,  I  do  object 
to  it. 

These  corporations  are  not,  in  one  sense, 
corporations  merely.  They  are  conspiracies 
against  the  people.  That  is  the  proper  defini- 
tion of  them.  They  are  monopolies;  they 
seize  lands;  they  make  towns;  they  go  to 
work  and  get  the  bulk  of  the  public  lands  and 
obtain  an  amount  of  power  greater  than  that 
of  the  Government  itself;  and  unless  we  stop 
heire  and  now,  we  might  as  well  go  and  give 
up  all  the  powers  of  this  Government  to  cor- 
porations. We  have  heretofore  incorporated 
insurance  companies  and  national  banking 
companies.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Stetenson]  suggests  to  me  privately,  and 
very  properly,  l£at  this  bill  needs  more  delib- 
eration, more  consideration,  and  that  it  will 
be  best  to  fix  some  day  for  its  consideration. 
It  certainly  cannot  be  forced  through  under 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Let  us  fix  some  other 
time  for  its  consideration. 

Mr.  COX.  I  am  perfectly  in  accord  with 
the  gentleman  in  that. 

Mr.  SABGENT.  I  hope  the  gentleman 
having  charge  of  this  bill  will  consent  to  that. 
Mr.  BUNNELL.  I  am  willing  that  some 
time  shall.be  fixed  for  the  consideration  of  this 
qaeaiion.  I  will  ask  that  it  be  considered 
Tuesday  after  the  morning  hour,  to  the  exola- 
si  on  of  all  other  business. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  add 
to  that  proposition,  before  it  is  agreed  to, 
^*exceptmg  reports  from  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  and  Committee  of  W^ys  and 
Means.  ^' 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massaohusette..   I  object 
to  ita  taking  the  place  of  all  other  busineu. 
Mr.  HAWLEY.    Say  Wednesday. 
Mr.  BUNNELL.     I  will  add  to  my  propo- 
Bitioo  **  not  to  conflict  with  prior  orders. '' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  will  state 
his  proposition  again.  Arrangements  of  this 
kind  must  be  very  explicit. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  My  proposition  is,  that 
the  further  consideration  or  this  bill  be  post- 
poned until  next  Tuesday  afier  the  morning 
hour,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  business 
except  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations and  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  prior  orders. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  should  be  no 
morning  hour  on  that  day  this  order  would 
amoant  Vo  nothing. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Then  we  will  say  at 
half  past  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.    I  agree  to  that. 
The  SPEAKER.    If  it  is  put  in  that  shape, 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  advise  the  House 
that  the  bill  will  never  be  reached. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  Will  the  bill  be  open  to 
amendments  at  that  time  7 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  so  understands. 
Mr.  HOLM  AN.    It  seems  to  me  that  we 
had  better  consider  it  in  the  regular  order. 
The  SPEAKER.     The  Chair  desires  the 


House  to  understand  that  a  special  order  at 
this  stage  of  the  session  is  worth  very  little 
unless  a  very  positive  majority  of  the  House 
decides  to  throw  aside  all  other  business. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  the  bill  is  now  consid- 
ered it  occupies  the  whole  morning  hour,  and 
there  is  a  general  homestead  bill  to  be  consid- 
ered and  other  bills  of  general  character,  not 
relating  to  railroads.  I  hope,  therefiore,  the 
gentleman  will  alloiy  the  bill  to  be  put  forward 
to  some  future  day. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  that  the  homestead 
bill  in  charge  of  the  gentleman  from  lUinois 
I^Mr.  Hawley]  will  be  made  a  special  order 
tor  two  weeks  hence,  and  I  trust  he  will  make 
that  motion  now. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  would  rather  take  up  the 
bill  in  the  morning  hour.  I  hope  to  finish  ii 
in  one  or  two  days,  but  I  am  anxious  to  take 
it  up  this  morning  during'  the  present  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  suggest  that  the  agree- 
ment be  that  the  bill  shall  be  taken  up  on  Tues- 
day next  at  half  past  one  o'clock,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  other  business  excepting  reports 
from  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  and 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  the 
bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  Hooper.] 

Mr.  HAWLET.  I  hope  something  will  be 
done  at  once  with  the  bill,  as  the  morning  hour 
is  rapidly  passing  away. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  anxious  to 
submit  any  proposition  that  will  receive  unan- 
imous consent.  If  the  gentleman  in  charge 
of  the  bill  will  suggest  some  proposition  the 
Chair  will  again  submit  it  to  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  will  ask  ananimous  consent  to  have  the 
homestead  bill  made  a  special  order. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  No,  I  prefer  to  consider 
it  now. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  of  more  importance 
than  any  other  bill  before  the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  will  restate  the  propo- 
sition. It  is  that  the  bill  shall  be  made  a  special 
order  for  Tuesday  next  at  half  past  one  o  clock 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  business  except 
business  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  and  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, and  the  special  order  relating  to  House 
bill  No.  1427,  in  relation  to  mints  and  coin- 
age. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  this 
proposition? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Does  this  arrangement 
apply  to  the  homestead  bill  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    No ;  to  the  pending  bill. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  wish  to  introduce  a 
homestead  bill  under  this  call  now. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  shall  not  object,  then,  to- 
the  arrangement. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  arrangement 
was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  being  no  objection, 
the  arrangement  is  made ;  but  of  course  the 
Chair  must  give  notice  that  the  gentleman  who 
makes  the  order  need  not  expect  to  reach  the 
bill  on  that  day  or  on  any  other  day  so  far  as 
the  Chair  can  see. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  It  is  the  best  thing 
we  can  do. 

H0MK8TBAD8  TO  ACTUAL  SKTTLKK8. 

Mr.  HAWLEY,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  reported  back,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  same  do  pass,  House  bill 
No.  2117,  to  secure  the  public  lands  to  actual 
settlers. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read  at  length. 

The  first  section  provides  that  from  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States,  except  mineral  lands,  and  tim- 
ber lands  unfit  for  cultivation  after  the  timber 
is  removed  therefrom,  shall  be  disposed  of  by 
the  United  States  onlv  under  the  provisions 
of  an  act  approved  May  20,  1862|  and  enti- 
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tied  **An  act  to  secure  homesteads  to  actual 
settlers  upon  the  public  domain,''  and  the 
several  amendments  thereto;  provided  that 
this  act  shall  not  interfere  with  any  grants, 
reservations,  obligations,  pledges,  or  promises 
heretofore  made  or  incurred  by  the  United 
States  under  existing  laws,  or  with  the  grant- 
ing in  limited  quantities  of  the  public  lands 
for  educational  purposes,  or  with  granting 
publjc  lands  in  limited  quantities,  the  pro- 
ceeds of  which  shaU  be  used  for  purposes 
of  internal  improvement,  such  lands  to  be  sold 
to  actual  settlers  only,  in  <}uantities  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  any 
one  person,  and  for  prices  not  exceeding 
$2  50  per  acre. 

The  second  section  provides  that  all  dec- 
larations and  proofs  required  under  this  act 
and  the  former  acts  granting  homesteads  to 
actual  settlers  may  be  taken  before  the  judge 
or  clerk  of  any  court  of  record  in  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  State  or  Territory,  and  when 
duly  authenticated  under  the  official  seal  of 
such  court  shall  be  of  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  if  taken  before  the  register  or  receiver 
of  the  proper  land  office. 

The  third  section  provides  that  any  per- 
son entitled,  under  the  said  act  of  May  20, 
1862,  or  the  acts  amendatory  thereof,  to  enter 
upon  the  public  lands  and  acquire  a  home- 
stead thereon,  having  entered  upon  any  part 
of  the  unsnrveyed  public  lands  not  other- 
wise granted  or  reserved,  and  having  cou- 
tinued  to  reside  thereon  and  cultivate  the 
same  for  the  period  of  five  years,  shall,  upon 
the  survey  thereof,  and  upon  proof  of  such 
facts  within  one  year  after  such  survey,  and 
the  payment  of  the  usual  fees,  be  entitled  to 
a  patent  upon  the  same  terms  and  conditions 
as  other  homestead  settlers. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  when  any 
person  entitled  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefits 
of  this  act,  or  of  any  law  heretofore  enacted, 
or  that  shall  hereafter  be  enacted,  in  relation 
to  settlement  on  the  public  lands,  as  hereto- 
fore made,  or  shall  hereafter  make  a  bona 
Jide  settlement  on  public  lands  subject  to  settle- 
ment under  such  law  or  laws  at  the  time  of 
such  settlement,  no  act  of  Congress,  or  failure, 
fault,  neglect,-  or  mistake  of  any  officer  or 
agent  of  the  United  Slates  shall  in  any  way 
operate  to  deprive  any  such  settler  of  any 
right  under  such  law  or  laws,  and  his  claim 
shall  constitute  a  vested  right  of  property,  only 
to  be  forfeited  by  his  neglect  or  refusal  to  com- 
ply with  the  conditions  prescribed  by  the  law 
under  which  he  entered. 

The  fifih  section  provides  that  so  much  of 
said  act  of  May  20, 1862,  as  requires  the  appli- 
cant for  a  homestead  to  make  affidavit  that  he 
has  never  borne  arms  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  or  given  aid  and  comfort 
to  its  enemies,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  so 
modified  as  to  permit  such  applicant  to  make 
affidavit  that  he  will  support  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  will  bear  true  faith 
and  allegiance  to  the  same. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  shall 
prescribe  such  rules  and  regulations  as  may 
be  necessary  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions 
of  this  act ;  and  that  all  acts  or  parts  of  acts 
inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  The  morning  hour  has 
about  expired.  I  should  like  to  go  on  and  dis- 
pose of  this  bill  today,  if  such  be  the  pleasure 
of  the  House;  if  not,  of  course  it  will  have  to 
go  over  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Where  is  the  objection 
to  passing  this  bill  now?  I  see  no  necessity 
for  debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  for  the  majority 
of  the  House  to  determine. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  As  the  morning  hour  ha.H 
expired,  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended 
and  the  House  now  resolve  itself  iuto  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose  of  resum- 
ing the  consideration  of  the  Army  appropria^ 
tion  bill. 
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Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  would  like  to  proceed 
with  the  coDsideratioD  of  my  bill  now. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  is  no  desire  on 
the  part  of  gentlemen  to  discaas  this  bill,  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  acting  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  call  the  prcTioas  qaestion 
on  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  trust  that  on  so  import- 
ant a  measure  the  gentleman  from  Illinois 
[Mr.  HAWLETlwill  allow  some  discussion.  ' 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  am  not  desirous  of  pre- 
binding  discussion,  but  a  number  of  gentle- 
men about  me  ask  that  the  bill  shall  be  now 
passed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  only  point  about 
which  the  Chair  is  anxious  is  to  preserve  the 
right  of  the  several  committees  to  make  reports, 
when  a  bill  is  reported  during  the  morning 
hour,  and  holds  its  place  in  the  morning  hour, 
it  will  cut  out  other  committees  that  may  de- 
sire to  make  reports.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  all  the  committees  to  be  called  again  dur- 
ing the  present  session,  even  with  the  most 
rapid  progress  that  can  be  made  in  calling 
them. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  that  this  bill  will 
at  least  go  over  until  to-morrow.  A  more 
important  bill  has  not  been  before  Congress 
for  years. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  think  if  we  can  be 
allowed  to  go  on  with  this  bill  for  a  little 
while  to-day  we  will  be  able  to  pass  it. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  must  object  to  that,  if  it 
shall  give  rise  to  debate.  If  there  shall  be  no 
debate  on  it,  I  will  not  object. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  this  bill  be  made  the  special  order  for 
the  morning  hour  tomorrow,  and  for  two 
hours  thereafter. 

The  SPP:aKER..  That  would  not  prevent 
a  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  this  bill  goes  over,  it 
will  come  up  to-morrow  in  the  morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will,  and  exclude 
another  committee  from  its  morning  hour. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  That  may  be,  bnt  that  is 
an  incident  of  the  rales  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Chair,  so  far  as  he  can  do  so,' to  secnre  two 
morning  hours  for  each  committee. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  piling  up  of  special 
orders  for  the  future  tends  to  create  contusion 
in  the  business  of  the  House.  That  is  my 
reason  for  making  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  think  I  must 
hereafter  object  to  making  any  more  special 
orders,  as  they  so  greatly  complicate  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House.  Unless  the  committees 
can  be  called  in  their  order,  a  large  number 
of  them  will  not  be  again  called  this  session. 
And  if  gentlemen  insist  upon  debating  this 
bill  after  the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour, 
I  hope  my  colleague  upon  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  [Mr.  Dickst]  will  insist  upon 
his  motion  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  the  Army  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Under  the  circumstances 
I  hope  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Hawlet]  will  call  the  previous  question  on 
this  bill. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  will  try  the  sense  of  the 
House  on  that  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded,  upon  a 
division — ayes  seventy- nine,  noes  not  counted. 

The  main  question  was  then  ordered,  which 
was  npon  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be  again 
read  in  full. 

The  bill  was  asain  read. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  main  question  was  ordered 
on  this  bill,  in  order  to  give  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Stouohton]  an  oppor- 
tunity to  move  an  amendment  he  has  prepared 
for  the  benefit  of  soldiers  entitled  to  bounties. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
know  what  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  de> 


sires  to  propose  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill; 
but  it  is  very  apparent  that  the  bill  meets  the 
approval  of  a  large  majority  of  the  members 
of  this  Honse.  It  has  been  prepared  with  a 
great  deal  of  care;  it  has  the  unanimous  sup- 
port of  the  committee ;  and  I  desire  that  it 
shall,  if  possible,  be  passed  without  being 
embarrassed  by  any  other  question.  I  hope 
that  the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  if  he  has 
the  interests  of  the  homestead  settlers  at  heart, 
will  bring  up  his  military  bill  as  an  independ- 
ent proposition.  I  beg  of  him  not  to  propose 
it  as  an  amendment  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Let  me  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  the  proposition  in  the  hands  of  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan  has  been  considered 
y  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  pro- 
poses to  give  to  soldiers  under  certain  condi- 
tions public  lands  as. bounty ;  and  it  is  not  only 
germane  to  this  bill,  but  it  is  a  proposition 
which,  I  think,  meets  the  approval  of  every 
member  on  thiff  floor.  The  two  measures 
ought  to  pass  together. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  last  week 
this  House  passed  the  Senate  bill  otvingto  onr 
Soldiers  homesteads  upon  the  public  lands.  I 
thought  (and  the  House  concurred  with  me  in 
the  opinion)  that  it  was  a  good  bill,  for  it  was 
passed  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules.  It 
was  certainly  a  very  good  measure,  one  reflect- 
ing honor  upon  the  Congress  which  passed  it. 
It  was  supposed  to  cover  the  question,  so  far 
at  least  as  Congress  cati  be  brought  to  agree 
at  present  npon  a  soldiers'  boantv  bill.  It 
was  the  first  time  the  two  Houses  have  come 
together  npon  that  question.  Believing  that 
to  DC  a  good  bill— certainly  the  best  that  could 
be  secured  at  this  session  of  Congress — I  was 
anxious  as  soon  as  it  came  into  the  House  to 
secnre  its  passage.  Supposing  that  question 
to  be  now  out  of  the  way,  I  have  since  the 
passage  of  that  bill  remodeled  the  bill  which 
I  have  reported  this  morning,  omitting  certain 
clauses  and  propositions  which  it  formerly 
contained.  In  its  present  form  I  have  reported 
the  bill  with  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
committee.  It  has  been  my  endeavor  to  add 
to  our  homestead  law  such  measures  as  will 
still  further  secure  the  homestead  settler  in  his 
rights.  In  this  bill  we  have  also  provided  for 
the  repeal  of  the  preemption  laws  and  other 
laws  which  provide  for  tne  sale  of  the  public 
lands,  so  that  hereafter  all  arable  lands  of  the 
United  Stales  shall  be  disposed  of  under  the 
homestead  law. 

Certainly  the  proposition  embraced  in  this 
bill  is  one  which  ought  to  appeal  to  the  favor- 
able judgment  of  every  member  of  the  House 
as  a  proper  and  just  measure. .  Congress  and 
the  people  of  the  country  have  gradually 
•adopted  the  belief  that  the  true  policy  of  the 
Government  in  reference  to  our  public  lands 
is  to  give  them  to  actual  settlers  that  they  may 
be  cultivated  ;  that  homes  may  be  built  up  in 
the  great  States  and  Territories  of  the  West ; 
that  this  is  the  best  way  to  enrich  the  nation 
and  secure  revenue  for  it ;  that  much  more 
revenue  can  be  derived  by  the  Government  in 
this  way  than  from  the  sale  of  the  public 
lands. 

I  have  said  thus  much,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  the  reason  why  I  do  not 
feel  disposed  to  yield  now  to  have  any  addi- 
tional proposition  attached  to  this  bill.  I  wish 
the  measure  to  stand  upon  its  own  merits.  I 
believe  it  to  be  so  just  a  measure  that  I  am 
not  disposed  to  imperil  it  by  allowing  any  other 
proposition  to  be  attached  to  it ;  becanse  I  am 
satisfied  that  if  the  House  will  pass  this  bill 
it  will  receive  the  approval  of  the  Senate  and 
become  a  law 

Mr.  TAFFE.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  HAWLEY.    I  decline  to  yield. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Holhak]  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    The  passage  of  this  bill  is 


of  so  much  importance  that  unless  it  is  con- 
ceded that  the  ipeasure  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred can  be  at  once  passed,  I  do  not  desire 
to  press  my  motion.  I  had  hoped  there  wouM 
be  unanimous  consent  that  the  bill  to  secure 
to  onr  soldiers  their  reasonable  rights  in  ibe 
public  lands  should  be  added  to  this  bill. 
With  such  an  addition,  I  think  our  legislation 
in  regard  to  the  public  lands  would  be  per- 
fect and  complete.  Bat  inasmuch  as  objection 
is  made  to  ^ding  as  an  amendment  the  bill 
of  the  gentleman  from  Miehigao,  I  withdraw 
the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 
the  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  GOBURN.  I  renew  the  motion  to  re- 
consider, and  I  desire  to  say  this 

Mr.  STOUGHTON.  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
on  this  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  All  this  proceeds  bj 
nnanimons  consent. 

Mr.  CONGER. .  I  move  to  reconsider  tbe 
vote  bv  which  the  previous  question  vai 
ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  has  been  done  bj 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  but  it  is  not  a 
debatable  motion. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  not  the  gentleoaa 
from  Indiana  be  permitted  to  state  the  object 
of  his  motion  ? 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  feel  convinced  that  uDie&i 
the  bill  is  amended  it  will  repeal  all  we  bare 
already  passed  on  this  subject.  This  is  sab- 
sequent  legislation  and  applies  to  all  of  the 
public  lands,  and  will  actually  uproot  erei; 
thing  heretofore  done  on  this  question. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  do  not  obiect  to  debate, 
but  the  question  was  put  to  the  House,  and  tbe 
House  settled  it. 

The  House  divided  ;  and  there  were— stm 
68,  noes  81. 

So  the  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hoar  haring 
expired,  the  bill  goes  over. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  move  that  the  mies  be 
suspended,  and  the  House  resolve  itself  into 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  oi 
the  Union  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  hope  not,  hot  that  we 
will  resume  the  consideration  of  the  bill  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  for 
the  better  security  of  life  on  board  of  yesseli 
propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam. 

llie  SPEAKER.  The  bill  referred  to  bj 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Keg- 
lby]  is  the  regular  order  of  busioess,  to  tbe 
exclusion  of  all  other  orders  except  that  which 
comes  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  and  from  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. The  qaestion  will  first  be  taken  on  tbe 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsjlraoii, 
[Mr.  DiCKET.] 

The  Honse  divided ;  and  there  were—ayes 
44,  noes  88. 

Mr.  DICKEY  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  House  refused  to  go  into  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  Army  appropriation  bill. 

PLANTING 'OF  TREES. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN,  by  nnanimons  coofient, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R,  No.  2197)  to  eocoar 
age  the  planting  of  trees,  and  for  the  preset^ 
vation  of  woods  on  the  public  domain  Dowheiii 
by  the  United  States  ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Agriculture,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BUITHSONIAN  RKPORTS. 

Mr.  POLAND,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  concurrent  resolution  for  the  print- 
ing of  two  thousand  extra  copies  of  each  of  the 
reports  of  the  Smithsonian  lustitotioa  forsach 
volumes  as  the  stereotype-plates  are  now  in  the 
Congressional  Printing  Office,  to  be  distribuied 
by  the  Smithsonian  institution  to  i»*>"*"5*' 
colleges,  and  public  establishments;  whiw 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pnnuof, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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PURITY  or  KLB0TI0N8  IN  UTAH. 

Mr.  WHEELER,  by  ananimons  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No.  2198)  to  promote 
the  purity  of  elections  in  the  Territory  of  Utah ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Elections,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SARQENT.  Not  to  be  brought  back 
by  a  motion  to  reconsider? 

The  SPEAKER.    Certainly. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING,  NORTH  PROVIDINOB. 

Mr.  EAMES,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Beaolted,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary  be, 
and  ho  is  hereby,  directed  to  inquire  as  to  the  neces- 
sity and  ezoedienoy  of  the  erection  of  a  softable 
bailding  at  North  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  for  a  post  office  and  other  public  offloes  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  inhabitanU  of  said  North 
Providence,  Pawtucket.  and  vicinity,  and  to  report 
to  this  House  his  views  in  regrard  thereto,  with  such 
recommendations  as  he  may  deem  proi>erj  together 
with  estimates  of  tho  cost  of  such  bailding  and  a 
suitable  site  therefor. 

GOLONKI/  6USTATU8  L00MI3. 

Mr.  PETERS,  by  ananimoos  consent,  sub* 
mitted.the  following  tesolntion;  which  was 
read,  considered^  and  agreed  to: 

Il99ohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions be  requested  to  inqnire  into  the  expediency 
and  justice  of  granting  a  pension  for  tho  benefit  of 
the  widow  and  family  of  Colonel  Qustavus  Loomis, 
late  of  the  United  States  Army,  and  report  to  this 
House  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

COMNITTBR  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.^HOLMAN.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  introduce  the  usual  resolution  in  reference  to 
the  invesrigation^of  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Hesolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  send  for  i>er80DS  and 
papers  whenever  in  the  judgment  of  said  commit- 
tee it  shall  be  necessary  to  obtain  additional  evi- 
dence in  regard  to  any  claim  before  it,  and  to  employ 
such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary. 

Mr.  SARQENT.  Is  that  a  usual  resolu- 
tion? 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  It  is  a  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Is  it  the  usual  resolu- 
tion? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  the  usual  resolution, 
which  within  my  own  recollection  has  been 
adopted  for  many  years  past* 

Mr^  SARGENT.  On  that  assurance,  I  do 
not  object. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Is  there  not  a  rule  re- 
qoiring  these  matters  to  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Accounta? 

Mr.  HQLMAN.  I  think  not.  The  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  have  had  this  power.  There 
ia  DO  rale  of  this  Honse  requiring  the  subject 
to  go  to  the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

CORRKCTION  OF  TUB  JOURNAL. 

Mr.  PACKARD.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
privilege.  I  observe  that  in  the  record  of  the 
vote  on  the  passage  on  Monday  last  of  the  bill 
in  relation  to  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  rail- 
road I  am  recorded  as  not  voting.  I  voted, 
and  voted  emphatically  in  the  affirmative. 

The  SPEAKER,  is  the  omission  in  the 
Globe  or  in  the  Journal? 

Mr.  PACKARD.    In  both. 

SKCURITTOF  LIFB  ON  STBAMBOATS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  resumes  as 
the  regular  order  of  business  the  considera- 
tion of  House  bill  No.  2116,  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  '*An  act  to  provide  for  the  better 
security  of  life  on  board  of  vessels  propelled 
in  whole  or  in  part  bv  steam,  and '  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  February  28,  1871. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  paragraph : 

Sec.  52.  That  all  steamers  shall  be  provided  with  snoh 
numbers  of  life-boats,  floats,  rans.  life-preservers. 
drags,  and  pumps  as  are  required  by  the  provisions oi 
this  act.  Bat  no  kind  of  appliances  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  life  sbali  be  used  whioh  shall  be  disapproved 
by  the  board  of  supervising  inspectors;  ana  if  the 
master  or  owners  of  any  steamer  shall  wlUfuIly 
neglect  or  refuse  to  provide  suoh  appliances  as  are 


required  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  such  master 
or  owners  shall  l>e  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$1,000:  and  the  board  of  supervising  inspectors  may 
prescribe,  to  be  used  in  all  vessels  carrying  passen- 
gers, additional  appliances  for  the  preservation  of 
life,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Seeretary  of  tho 
Treasury :  Provided,  That  any  sneh  appliance  or 
instrument  additional  to  what  is  prescribed  in 
this  act  shall,  before  being  adopted  or  ordered 
to  be  used  by  sueh  vessels,  be  fuUy  tested  in  aotnal 
praetice  on  not  less  than  three  vessels  daring  a 
period  of  six  months,  then  to  be  submittd  to  the 
supervising  inspectors,  then  tested  by  n  board  of 
officers  appointed  by  t|ie  Seeretary  of  the  Navy,  and 
by  him  approved,  as  well  as  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
^easnry. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  move  to  amend  in  the 
sixth  line  by  adding,  after  the  words  ^*  super* 
vising  inspectors,'*  the  words  **and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury.'' 

Mr.  NEOLEY.  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  section : 

Sxc.  5&.  That  if  any  licensed  officer  shall,  to  the 
hinderance  of  oommeree,  wrongfully  or  unreason- 
ably refuse  to  serve  in  his  official  capacity  on  any 
steamer,  as  authorised  by  the  terms  of  his  certificate 
of  lieeosoi  or  shall  fail  to  deliver  to  the  applicant 
for  such  service  at  the  time  of  suoh  refusal,  if  the 
same  shall  be  demanded,  a  statement  in  writing 
assigoinf  good  and  sufficient  reasons  therefor:  or 
if  any  pilot  or  engineer  shall  refuse  to  admit  into 
the  pilot-house  or  engine-room  any  person  whom 
the  master  or  owner  oi  the  vessel  may  desire  to  plaoe 
there  for  the  purpose  of  iearoing  the  profession,  his 
license  shall  be  revoked  or  saspended  for  a  i>eriod 
not  exceeding  one  year,  during  which  saspension  or 
revocation  such  officer  shall  be  disqaalifled  from 
holding  any  position  of  trust  or  respoasibilicy  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act  on  board  any  vessel  under 
the  jorisdiction  of  the  Qovernment  of  the  United 
States:  and  oo  such  revocation  or  suspension  shall 
be  modified  or  rescinded,  except  by  appeal  to  and 
action  of  the  board  of  sopervising  inspectors.  And 
if  the  license  of  any  officer  authorised  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  revoked  by  re(|son  of 
intemperance  or  other  misconduct,  and  he  shall 
thereafter  be  guilty  of  the  same  offense,  his  license 
shall  be  again  revoked,  and  he  shall  forever  after 
be  disqualified  from  holding  any  position  of  trust  or 
responsibility  under  tho  provisions  of  this  acL 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MassachuseUs.  I  offer 
the  following  amendment: 

After  the  word  "that,"  in  the  first  line,  strike  out 
the  following: 

If  any  licensed  officer  shall,  to  the  hinderanee 
of  commerce,  wrongfully  or  unreasonably  refuse  to 
serve  in  his  official  capacity  on  any  steamer,  as 
authorised  by  the  terms  of  his  certificate  of  license, 
or  shall  fail  to  deliver  to  the  applioant  for  such  ser- 
vice at  the  time  of  such  refusaj,  if  the  same  shall  be 
demanded,  a  statement  in  writing  assigning  good 
and  suflioient  reasons  therefor;  or  if. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  do  not  agree  to  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  Can  the 
gentleman  give  a  satisfactory  reason  for  making 
this  service  compulsory  on  the  part  of  any 
licensed  officer? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  That  is  the  present  law, 
and  I  see  no  reason  for  making  a  change. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MassachnsetU.  If  it  is 
the  present  law,  what  is  the  use  of  reSnacting 
it?  1  do  not  think  it  is  the  present  law.  As 
I  understand  it,  any  man  who  has  a  license 
as  master  or  mate  of  a  vessel  is  obliged,  if 
a  ship-owner  comes  to  him,  to  accept,  if  re- 
quested, the  position  of  master  or  mate  on 
board  his  ship. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  No,  sir ;  but  if  in  command 
of  a  vessel  he  is  obliged  to  perform  his  duty. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  Thewords 
are,  **  refuse  to  serve  iu  his  official  capacity 
on  any  steamer,  as  authorized  by  the  terms 
of  his  certificate  of  license." 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  gentleman  should  not 
complain  of  compulsory  requirements  in  this 
law,  after  advocating  and  voting  for  them,  as 
he  did  yesterday,  iu  regard  to  pilotage. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetu.  This  is 
not  confined  to  persons  actually  engaged  on 
board  any  vessels ;  but  it  applies  to  any  man 
who  has  a  license,  and  if  the  owner  of  a  ves- 
sel comes  to  him  and  demands  of  him  that  he 
shall  serve  on  board  that  vepsel,  he  is  obliged 
under  this  law  to  do  it.  • 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  beg  to  differ  from  the 
gentleman.  The  officer's  official  capacity 
only  commences  when  he  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  vessel. 


Mr.  H^OOPER,  of  Massachusetu.  That  is 
not  said. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  It  is  said  <'in  his  official 
capacity.'' 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
to  call  the  aJttention  of  the  gentleman  who  has 
charge  of  this  bill  to  this  matter.  Let  me 
state  to  him  a  case.  Here  is  a  man  licensed 
as  captain  of  a  sea-going  steamer  of  two  thou- 
sand tons,  who  happens  to  be  anywhere  near  a 
tug-boat,  and  the  owner  of  the  tug-boat  orders 
him  on  that  boat  to  serve  for  ten  or  fifteen 
dollars  a  month,  or  whatever  the  captain  of 
a  tug-boat  receives,  and  under  this  provision 
he  would  be  obliged  to  go. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  illustration  is  not  ap- 
plicable to. this  case,  or  to  any  case  intended 
under  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Mr,  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  The  sec- 
tion says  "any  lieensed  officer.'' 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Who  is  serving  in  his  offi- 
cial capacity. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  No,  sir  ; 
any  licensed  officer  who  shall  refuse  to  serve 
in  his  official  capacity  on  any  steamer. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
proposed  by  Mr.  Hoopbb,  of  Massachusetts ; 
and  there  were — ayes  twenty-one,  noes  not 
counted. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Maaaaohnaetts.  I  offer 
another  amendment.  I  move  to  insert  after 
the  word  **  officer,"  in  the  first  line  of  the 
section,  the  words  *'  engaged  to  serve  on  board 
of  any  vessel ;"  so  that  it  will  read : 

That  if  any  licensed  officer  engaged  to  serve  on 
bpard  of  any  vessel  shall,  to  the  hiodenuiee  of  oom- 
meree, wrongfully  or  unreasonably  refuse  to  serve 
in  his  offieialcapaeity  on anysteamor, as  authorised 
by  the  terms  of  his  oertifieateof  license,  or  shall  fail 
to  deliver  to  the  ap(»iioant  for  such  service  at  the 
time  of  such  refusal,  if  the  same  shall  be  demanded, 
a  statement  in  writing  assigning  good  and  sufficient 
reasons  therefor.  Ac. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetu.  I  offer 
another  amendment,  which  is  necessary  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  one  adopted.  It  is  to 
strike  out  the  words  *'on  any  steamer," 
which,  I  think,  the  gentleman  will  see  are 
quite  unnecessary. 

Mr.  NEGLEY:  I  think  the  object  of  the 
gentleman  is  fully  attained  by  his  amendment 
which  has  already  been  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  Well,  I 
move  to  strike  out  those  words. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Ssc.  56.  That  everv  captain,  chief  mate,  engineer, 
and  pilot  of  any  such  vessel  shall,  before  entering 
upon  his  duties,  make  solemn  oath  before  one  of  the 
inspectors  herein  provided  for,  to  be  recorded  with 
the  certificate,  that  ho  will  faithfully  and  honestly, 
according  to  his  best  skill  and  Judgment,  without 
concealment  or  reservation,  perform  all  the  duties 
required  of  him  by  this  act.  And  if  any  such  cap- 
tain, chief  mate,  engineer,  or  pilot,  or  any  person 
summoned  under  this  act  as  a  witness,  fhall,  when 
under  ezamioation  on  oath  by  an/  such  inspector, 
knowingly  and  intentionally  falsify  the  truth,  such 
person  shall  be  deemed  guil'y  of  peijury,  and  if  con- 
victed be  punished  accordingly :  ProvuUdt  however » 
That  when  any  suoh  liceosed  ofleer  is  employed  oo 
a  steamer  in  a  district  distant  from  any  local  board 
of  inspectors,  such  inspectors,  or  the  supervising  in- 
spector of  tho  district,  may  grant  a  renewal  of  his 
license  without  such  licensed  officer  being  peraoi^lly 
present,  under  such  regulations  as  tho  board  of 
supervising  inspectors  shall  prescribe. 

Mr.  *BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  An 
amendment  is  necessary  to  that  section  in 
consequence  of  changes  made  in  prior  sec- 
tions. I  move,  in  the  second  line,  to  strike 
ont  the  words  **and  pilots,"  because  they  are 
no  longer  under  the  inspectors. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  object  to  that,  because 
it  applies  to  pilots  upon  the  interior  rivers 
and  lakes  as  well  as  to  sea-going  pilots. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not 
see  why  a  pilot  should  make  solemn  oath  be- 
fore an  inspector  who  has  nothing  to  do  with 
him.  However,  I  will  not  press  the  amend* 
ment. 
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The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Skc.  57.  ThstwheD  any  captain,  enrineer.  or  pilot, 
or  other  person  employed  on  any  steamboat  or  ves- 
sel, by  whose  willful  misoondnot,  negligence,  or  in« 
attention  to  bis  or  their  duties  on  such  Tessel,  the 
life  of  any  person  shall  be  destroyed,  or  if  in  con- 
sequence of  fraud,  eonnirance,  wiilfnl  miseondoet. 
or  violation  of  law  by  any  owner  or  inspector,  or 
other  public  officer,  the  life  of  any  person  shall  be 
destroyed,  he  or  they  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  man- 
slaughter, and,  upon  conviction  thereof  bvore  any 
district  or  circuit  court  of  the  United  States,  shall 
be  Ecntenced  to  confinement  at  hard  labor  for  a 
period  of  not  more  than  ten  years. 

Mr.  HOAR.  It  will  be  observed  that  this 
fi fry- seventh  section  enacts  that  whenever  by 
'willful  misconduct  of  any  captain,  engineer, 
or  pilot,  &c.,  human  life  is  destroyed  the 
oflfense  shall  be  manslaughter.  Now,  does  he 
propose  to  do  away  with  the  offense  of  murder 
on  the  high  seas? 

Mr.  HALE.  And  more  than  that,  it  pro- 
vides that  whenever  life  shall  be  destroyed  by 
violation  of  law  the  offense  shall  be  man- 
slaughter. It  proposes  to  cut  down  the  crime 
of  murder  to  manslaughter. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
had  better  say  *' manslaughter  or  murder,  as 
the  court  may  find." 

Mr.  HALE.  As  the  section  now  stands  it 
fixes  the  crime  as  manslaughter.  The  gentle- 
man certainly  does  not  want  to  do  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Maine  move  an  amendment? 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Why^  you  do  not  want  to 
strike  out  the  whole  section. 

Mr.  HALE.    Yes,  I  do. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Put  in  your  amendment  in 
words,  "  or  murder." 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
that  he  allow  the  section  to  be  stricken  out 
now,  and  then  at  the  end  of  the  bill  let  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  put  in  some  such 
section  as  he  desires. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  think  that  would  be  the  best 
way.  It  is  very  proper  that  a  section  of  penal- 
ties should  come  in  at  the  close  of  the  bin,  and 
he  can  frame  a  section  that  will  suit  all  parties? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
course  being  pursued. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hale's 
.  motion,  and  it  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  fifly- 
seventh  section  was  stricken  oat. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

Sbo.68.  That  the  hull  and  boiler  or  boilers,  and 
machinery  and  appurtenances  of  every  ferry-boat 
shall  be  inspected  as  reqnir«d  for  passenger  steam- 
ers in  section  eleven,  and  shall  be  furnished  with 
boats  and  steam-pumps  as  already  prescribed,  and 
shall  be  supplied  with  flre-bnokets  and  axes  as  re- 
quired for  passenger  steamers,  and  shall  also  be 
equipped  with  such  number  of  life-preservers  as  may 
be  prescribed  by  the  local  inspectors.  And  all  steam 
canal-boats  carrying  passengers,  and  every  steam 
yacht,  shall  be  inspected,  as  respects  hull,  boilers, 
and  machinery,  pumps,  boats,  fire-buckets,  and  axes, 
as  required  for  passenger  steamers,  in  sections  three^ 
seven,  eight,  ten,  ana  eleven,  and  shall  also  carry 
cork  or  other  equally  efficient  life-preservers,  equal 
in  number^c  the  number  of  persons  carried  on  board 
such  yacht  or  canal -boat;  and  no  ferry-boat  or  steam 
yacht  shall  be  navigated  without  a  licensed  pilot  and 
en^neer,  who  shall  be  subject  to  tiie  same  regu- 
lations as  officers  navigating  passenger  steamers. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  I  move  to  amend  the 
last  clause  of  this  section  by  striking  out  the 
words  *'or  steam  yachu" 

Mr.  NEGLEY.     I  have  no  objection. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  sixty-second  seetion,  of 
which  the  following  was  the  last  clause : 

And  each  supervising  inspector  shall  be  paid  $3,000 
per  annum ;  and  every  inspector  shall  be  paid  for 
his  actual  reasonable  traveling  expenses,  at  the  rate 
of  ten  cents  per  mile,  when  incorredin  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duty :  and  also  for  transportation  of  instru- 
ments, which  shall  be  certified  and  sworn  to  under 
such  instructions  as  shall  be  given  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasoiy. 

Mr.  T0WN8END,  of  New  York.  I  move 
to  amend  the  last  clause  of  the  section  just 
read  by  striking  cot  the  words  **at  the  rate 
of"  and  inserting  the  words  "  not  to  exceed," 
before  the  words  ^^  ten  cents  per  mile." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Bbc.  63.  That  for  the  purposes  of  this  act,  and  the 
several  enactments  herein  contained,  with  respect 
to  inspections,  certificates,  and  licenses,  the  word 
"measurement"  shall  be  held  to  mean  custom- 
house measurement. 

"Passenror  steamers"— Steamers  carrying  any 
persons  for  hire,  other  than  officers  and  crew,  and 
other  employes,  and  the  owner  or  owners  and  his 
or  their  mmilies  and  servants,  excepting  only  ferry- 
boats. 

'*  Yacht"— Steamers  navigated  by  the  owner  or 
owners  for  their  own  pleasure,  and  not  carrying  any 
persons  for  hire,  or  used  or  navigated  for  any  com- 
mercial purpose. 

**  Passenger"— Includes  any  person  carried  for  hire 
on  a  steamer  other  than  the  officers  and  crew,  and 
other  employes,  and  the  owner  or  owners,  and  his 
or  their  families,  and  servants. 

•"Ferry-boats"— Steamers  running  under  charterer 
license,  as  such,  from  State,  county,  or  municipal 
authorities,  between  special  points  or  places. 

**Tug-boat"or  "to wing-boat"— Steamers  employed 
exclusively  in  towing  other  vessels  or  barges,  ladened 
or  unladened,  floats,  rafts,  and  so  forth,  and  that 
carry  no  persons  for  hire  other  than  their  own  offi- 
eers  and  crew,  and  persons  engaged  in  navigating  or 
employed  in  working  the  vessels,  barges,  rafts,  and 
so  forth,  being  towed  or  assisted. 

"  Freight-boats"— Steamers  employed  exclusively 
in  carrying  freight  or  towing  other  veesels  or  barges 
for  carrying  freight,  and  that  carry  no  persons  other 
than  their  own  officers  and  crew,  and  persons  en- 
gaged in  navigating  or  working  the  vessels  or  barges 
towed. 

"  Canal-boats"— Steamers  eonstmeted  for.  and 
especially  adapted  to,  and  used  wholly  or  mainly 
for  navigating  canals. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to. amend  the  clause  relating  to  **  tug-boat  or 
towing'boat,"  by  striking  out  the  woras  ''and 
so  forth  "  where  they  occur,  for  I  do  not  know 
isrhftt  thev  mfean 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  words  *'  and  so  forth  " 
are  put  in  here  because  there  are  a  large  num- 
ber of  floating  crafts  that  it  is  impossible  to 
name  specifically.  It  is  desirable  that  this 
law  shall  not  be  limited,  but  shall  be  left  to 
apply  to  articles  and  things  which  may  not  be 
specifically  named^  I  cannot  see  any  objection 
to  having  those  words  in. 

Mr.  BuTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  If  those 
words  are  left  in,  and  this  bill  shall  become  a 
law,  it  will  be  the  first  time  that  the  words 
**ei  eetera^*^  to  give  the  Latin  words  for  '*  and 
so  forth,"  ever  were  enacted  into  a  law. 

Mr.  CONQER.  I  suppose  the  gentleman 
is  well  aware,  from  his  legal  studies,  that  Lord 
Coke  says  there  is  very  great  learning  and 
infinite  meaning  contained  in  the  words  ''«< 
cetera.^  ^ 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  never 
heard  that  before. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  gentleman,  then,  has 
not  followed  the  study  of  law  as  closely  as  I 
expected. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  have 
understood  that  he  said  something  about 
^^videlicei^^^  but  not  about  ''and  so  forth." 
I  undertake  to  say  that  the  words  "and  so 
forth"  cannot  be  found  in  any  enactment. 
This  is  a  section  of  definitions,  and  this  para- 
graph is  intended  to  define  what  "tug-boat" 
or  "  towing-boat"  should  mean.  Now  it  says 
"  steamers  employed  in  towing  other  vessels, 
or  barges,  floats,  rafts,  and  so  forth."  What 
does  that  mean  7 

Mr.  CONGER.  It  means  things  similar  to 
"floats"  and  "rafts." 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  I  con- 
fess I  am  not  lawyer  enough  to  know  what 
"towing  and  so  forth"  means.  But  I  mean 
distinctly  to  say  that  it  is  very  loose  legislation. 
If  it  is  meant  to  include  other  Water-borne 
material  of  a  like  kind,  then  say  so. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  would  suggest  that  the  para- 
graph be  amended  by  striking  out  the  words 
"  other  vessels  or  barges,  laden  or  unladen, 
floats,  rafts,  and  so  torth;"  so  that  it  will 
read : 

"Tug-boat"  or  "  towing-boat  "—Steamers  em- 
ployed exclusively  in  towing,  and  that  oarryno  per- 
sons for  hire  other  than  their  own  offioers  and 
crew.  an4  persons  engaged  in  navigating,  or  em- 
ployed in  working  the  vessel,  barges,  rafts,  and  so 
forth,  being  towed  or  assisted. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  The  last 
part  of  the  clause  should  be  amended.  It 
now  reads  "  persons  engaged  in  navigating  or  I 


employed  in  working  the  vessels,  barges,  rafti 
and  so  forth,  being  towed  or  assisted."  I; 
should  be  made  to  read  "the  water  ciatt  lo 
being  towed." 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  have  no  objection  tu 
that,  but  I  think  it  makes  the  confusion  wot^ 
oontounded.  Still  I  think  it  is  hardly  vorth 
contending  about. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  move  to  amend  bj  strik 
ing  out  "and  so  forth,"  inline  twenty or.e. 
and  inserting  "and  other  like  water  crati.' 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  Ver;  veil. 
I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  understood  the  genilemai 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Nbolet]  to  concnr 
in  the  amendment  which  was  made  to  lint 
twenty-  one. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    No,  sir,  I  dfd  not. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetto.  I  should 
like  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Penosylvaiiia 
what  sort  of  water  craft  a  "  float''  ia. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  8Qgg«: 
that  the  two  gentlemen  from  Massachiuetu, 
[Mr.  Butler  and  Mr.  Hoar,]  the  gentlcmao 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Conosr,]  aud  the  gen 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Negley.- 
should  act  as  a  special  committee  to  amoge 
the  language  of  this  section  while  the  rest  of 
the  bill  is  being  dispoaed  of.  The  qaesiion.* 
arising  appear  to  bepnrely  philologiML 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  suggest  that  the  i&ngiugc 
should  read:  "floats,  rafts,  and  other  float 
age. ' '  The  word  ' '  floatage  "  is  a  general  term 
used  to  indicate  anything  of  that  ci&Sii. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objiction, 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentlemu 
from  Michigan  [Mr,  Conokbj  will  be  cooaid 
ered  as  adopted. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  aneod 
ment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.*  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  more 
to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words ''or u 
sisted  "  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  in  regard 
to  tug- boats  or  towing -boats.  Those  words 
seem  to  have  no  reference  to  auything  thai 
precedes,  and  must  have  got  in  by  mistake. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    Not  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objecaoa  to  the 
amendment? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.     Unquestionably. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

8*0. 64.  That  the  Seeretary  of  the  TrMfoiVBir. 
upon  application  therefor,  remit  or  mitisaMaay  fin« 
or  penalty  provided  for  in  this  aot,  or  diieontiAsc 
any  prosecution  to  recover  penalties  denoaaced  n 
thisaot,  exoeptioff  the  penalty  of  inprimoment,  or 
of  removal  from  office,  upon  such  terma  u  he  ia  us 
discretion  shall  think  proper;  and  that  oil  righ^ 
granted  to  informers  by  this  act  shall  be  held  <ab- 
Jeot  to  the  said  Secretary's  power  of  remiwoDt  ex- 
cept Id  cases  where  the  eiaima  of  any  ioforuier  to  t« 
share  of  any  penalty  shall  have  been  determiocd  br 
a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  prior  to  the  appli- 
cation for  the  remission  of  said  penalty:  and  tbat 
the  said  Secretary  shall  have  authority  to  ase«ruis 
the  facts  upon  all  such  applications,  in  such  nuaafr 
and  under  such  regulatioDS  as  he  may  deem  proper. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.    I  voald 
like  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  to  n- 
plain  the  meaning  of  the  word  **denoaoeed' 
in  this  section ;  it  speaks  of  '*  any  prosecotioa 
to  recover  penalties  denounced  in  this  set." 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  do  not  know  thatUo 
obliged  to  explain  every  phrase  in  the  bill,  or 
answer  every  inquiry  which  the  geodeoan 
may  make.  The  word  to  which  he  refers  is 
simply  a  legal  term  ;  and  I  will  refer  him  tor 
information  to  his  colleague,  [Mr.  Butlei* 
of  Massachusetts,]  who  is  more  familisrr  *■ 
suppose,  than  most  of  us  with  legal  terms. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  ^^^ 
gentleman  sajs  he  understands  it  I  sm  sat- 
isfied. 

The  Clerk  read  the  foJIowiog : 

Sbc.  66.  That  tbesolarieeof  aU  saparridDg  insP^V 
ors.  local  inspectors,  assistant  inspectors,  sapery] 
iner  inspector  senerol,  and  clerks,  herein  AroTideii 
for,  together  with  their  traveling  and  other  «W.f 
when  on  official  duty,  and  all  instrument,  boov. 
blanks; stationery,  furniture,  and  other  thinjp  oec^' 
sary  to  carry  into  effect  the  prorisions  oftau  ww 
shall  be  paid  for  under  thedireetlon  of  the  becretirr 
of  the  Treasury,  out  of  the  revenMSS  rsoeivM  mu> 
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the  Treaiary  from  the  inipeotion  of  steam  veiaelB, 
and  the  licenaing  of  the  offioera  of  such  TeBsels,  aa 
provided  for  by  the  terms  of  this  aot;  and  the  same 
18  hereby  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  saeh  ex- 
penses, or  stf  mach  thereof  u  may  be  required  for 
Buoh  purposea. 

Mr.  GARFIELD)  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  amend 
by  substitatiog  for  the  sectioQ  jast  read  the 
following : 

That  all  feet,  penalties,  andreTennes  aristnc  nnder 
the  proYisiona  of  this  act,  and  of  the  aot  to  which 
this  is  amendatory,  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury, 
and  all  disbursements  of  money  for  oarrying'into 
effect  .the  provisions  of  this  aot  and  of  the  act  to 
which  it  is  amendatory  shall  be  made  only  upon 
speoifio  appropriations,  for  whioh  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  shall  submit  annual  estimates. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  amendment  will  be  considered  as  adopted. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Sia  68.  That  the  penalty  for  the  violation  of  any 
provision  of  this  act  that  is  not  otherwise  specially 
provided  for  shall  be  a  fine  of  |500. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  move  to  amend  this  section 
by  in sertioff  before  **$500''  the  words  *'not 
exceeding." 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  There  is  no  objection  to  that. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

MRSSAGK  FROM  THK  8BNATB. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stvp- 
SON,  one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  foliov^ing  titles ; 
in  which  the  eoncnrrence  of  the  House  was 
reqaested : 

An  act  (S.  No.  828)  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
trict courts  of  Alabama ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  897)  in  regard  to  the  com- 
mencement of  increased  pay  to  promoted  offi- 
cers in  the  Navy ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  908)  for  the  relief  of  John 
Potts,  chief  clerk  of  the  War  Department ; 
and 

An  act  (S.  No.  910)  relating  to  inventories 
and  accounts  of  the  property  of  the  United 
States  in  public  buildings  and  grounds. 

SBOURITY  OF  LIFE  ON  STBAM  YBSSBLS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  B.  No.  2116)  to  amend  an  act  entitled 
*' An  act  to  provide  for  the  better  security  of 
life  on  board  of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or 
in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
approved  February  28,  1871. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sbc.  70.  That  it  ahall  be  the  duty  of  all  collectors. 
or  other  chief  officers  of  the  customs,  to  reqoire  all 
eailinc  veBiels  to  be  famished  with  nroper  signal- 
lisrhta.  bells,  and  fog-horns,  as  provided  for  by  the 
act  of  April  29, 1864,  entitled  **  An  act  fixing  certain 
rules  and  regulations  for  preventing  collisions  on 
the  water."  and  by  this  act;  and  every  such  sailing 
Teasel  that  shall  be  navigated  without  complying 
with  the  terms  of  this  act  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  not 
exceeding  fSOO,  one  half  to  go  io  the  informer;  and 
for  which  sum  the  vessel  so  navigated  shall  be  liable, 
and  may  be  seised  and  proceeded  against  by  way  of 
libel  in  any  court  of  the  United  States  having  Juris- 
diction of  the  offense.  It  ahall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  cause  this  aot,  and  the 
aot  last  above  mentioned,  and  the  rules  and  re^^nla- 
tions  made  as  provided  by  this  act,  to  be  published 
in  a  pamphlet  form  with  an  accurate  and  full  index, 
and  such  marginal  notes  of  the  substance  of  sections 
and  rules,  and  references  to  other  sections  and  rules, 
as  may  facilitate  the  understanding  of  the  same,  and 
to  supply  copies  of  the  same  to  the  collectors  of  cus- 
toms lor  general  distribution  by  such  collectors  to 
officers  and  owners  of  ships  and  vessels  under  such 
rales  as  he  may  prescribe. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  move,  in  line  ten,  to  strike 
ont  the  words  '*one  half  to  go  to  the  in- 
former.'' 

tThe  Hoase  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
sixty-one,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachnsetU.  I  desire 
to  move  to  strike  ont,  in  the  third  and  fourth 
lines,  the  words  *'and  fog-horns,''  because 
there  are  no  fog- horns  now  provided  for. 

Mr.  storm:  Have  we  not  already  refused 
to  strike  out  this  section  ? 

The  SPEAKER.    Certainly. 


Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Fog-horns 
are  not  now  provided  for ;  that  is,  there  is  no 
special  fog-horn  provided  for. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  any  objection 
to  passing  over  section  seventy-one  without 
reading  it? 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  having  been  gone 
throueh  with,  the  question  in  order  is  the 
ameuament  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Hoar]  to  add  the  following: « 

This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  1st  day  of  July, 
in  the  year  1872. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  Is  it  not  in  order  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which,  on  the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Butler,] 
the  House  struck  out  the  words  *'  and  fog- 
horns?" 

The  SPEAKER.  Perhaps  under  a  strict 
construction  of  the  rules  it  would  not  be  in 
order  to  entertain  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  STORM.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts misled  us  by  stating  that  no  fog-horns 
had  been  provided  for. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  will  be  entertained. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will 
state,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Holmak]  and  to  the  House  why 
the  words  '^  and  fog-horns"  should  be  stricken 
out.  The  bill  originally  started  with  a  provis- 
ion that  there  should  be  a  fog-horn  sounded 
which  would  make  a  noise  equal  to  a  steam - 
whistle.  It  was  decided  by  the  House  that 
such  a  thing  was  impossible,  and  that  kind  of 
fog-horn  was  stricken  out  of  the  bill.  There 
is  no  kind  of  fog-horn  now  provided  for.  The 
course  heretofore  Has  been  that  the  small  ves- 
sels are  provided  with  a  common  tin  horn, 
sometimes  called  a  fish- horn.  That  is  covered 
by  our  statutes. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  supf>ose  he 
wants  the  fog-horn  struck  out  and  the  tin  horn 
put  in  itsplace. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  This  is 
a  matter  of  considerable  consequence,  and 
no  one'  will,  I  think,  appreciate  it  more  than 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holhan.] 
There  has  recently  been  brought  out  a  kind 
of  patent  fog-horn,  costing  about  one  dollar 
ana  a  half  apiece,  and  a  large  company  has 
been  formed,  which  has  b^  more  or  less 
than  twenty  attorneys  here  in  order  that  this 
patent  fog-horn  shall  be  provided  for  in  this 
bill,  so  as  to  make  every  man  who  happens 
to  own  a  small  craft  buy  a  fog-horn,  whether 
a  fog-horn  is  required  or  not. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Do  not  these  patent 
fog-horns  sometimes  cost  more  than  four  or 
five  dollars  apiece  ? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not 
know  what  price  they  put  on  them.  These 
boats  have  gone  through  up  to  this  time  by 
sounding  a  tin  horn,  and  whenever  that  is 
sounded  it  may  be  heard  a  mile  in  thick 
weather.  There  never  is  any  thick  weather 
if  there  be  a  storm,  for  the  storm  blows  off 
the  thick  weather  or  fog.  .  These  gentlemen 
who  own  this  patent  fog-horn  got  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  issue  a  circular  re- 
I  quiring  all  of  these  boats  to  use  a  fog-horn 
under  a  penalty  of  $600.  The  requirement 
almost  produced  a  rebellion  among  owners 
of  small  craft,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury withdrew  that  requirement.  I  now  desire 
to  leave  it  stand  as  it  is  at  present,  so  that 
there  ahall  be  no  requirement  on  the  part 
of  the  owners  of  these  small  crafl  to  buy  one 
of  these  patent  fog-horns  under  a  penalty  of 
$600. 

Mr.  POTTER.  While  the  House  was  engaged 
yesterday  in  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  an 
amendment  was  offered  requiring  some  me- 
chanical contrivance  to  be  used,  and  that 
amendment  was  voted  down. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  am 
aware  of  that ;  but  that  does  not  appear  in  the 
bill. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.     But  this  fact  appears  in 

the  bill.     On  page  64,  the  following  language 

is  used : 

Sailing  vessels  and  all  other  water  craft  and  rafts 
shall  use  a  fog-horn. 

And  again : 

Whenever  there  is  foggy  weather,  by  day  or  by 
night,  the  fog  signals  desoribed  below  shall  be 
sounded. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Undoubt- 
ediy. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mas* 
sachusetts  has  no  objection  to  that? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  All  that  is  required  here 
of  the  collectors  is  to  see  that  the  vessels  are 
provided  with  fog-horns  ;  nothing  more.  This 
provision  of  the  act  corresponds  with  the  pro- 
visions already  adopted.  And  I  would  suggest 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
BuTLUtJ  that  it  is  sufficient  to  obviate  what 
he  apprehends.  Not  only  that,  the  House  yes- 
terday refused  to  adopt  this  artificial  contriv- 
ance  which  he  objects  to  having  fastened  on 
the  service,  but  as  the  section  stands  now  it 
will  clearly  appear  that  the  fog-horns  required 
will  be  such  as  have  always  been  used,  being 
sounded  by  the  lips. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of Maaaachusetto.  Tfafe under- 
standing of  the  Honae  ia  shown  by  the  debate 
going  upon  the  record,  and  that  is  all  I  want. 
1  thereijore  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  I  deaii^  to  offer  an 
amendment. 

TheSPEAKER.  The firstamendment pend- 
ing is  that  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Hoar,  J  whioh  the  Clerk  will  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Add  to  the  bill  the  following : 
This  act  shall  take  effect  on  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1872. 

Mr.  HOAR.  This  act,  as  the  House  will 
see,  prescribes  very  important  and  onerouf 
duties  on  the  masters  and  owners  of  all  saHing 
vessels  and  steamers.  It  is  to  make  a  law 
which  will  affect  vessels  coming  in  from  dis- 
tant voyages,  foreign  as  well  as  domestic  ves- 
sels. It  not  only  prescribes  severe  penalties, 
'  which  might,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Govern- 
ment, be  inflicted  where  the  act  had  been 
violated  by  masters  of  vessels,  but  also — and 
this  is  the  most  important  point  of  all — it  is  to 
prescribe  a  rule  which  will  govern  the  court  of 
admiralty  in  cases  of  collision,  where  import- 
ant civil  rights  are  to  be  determined ;  where 
the  court  must  proceed  on  the  absolute  pre- 
sumption that  the  parties  knew  the  law  and 
were  bound  to  obey  it ;  so  that  if  a  collision 
takes  place  between  one  vessel  whose  master 
knows  the  law,  and  another  vessel  whose,  mas- 
ter by  no  possibility  could  have  known  it,  the 
legal  rights  of  the  parties  in  court,  and  their 
legal  liability,  may  be  defined  under  this  law. 

My  only  doubt  iu  offering  this  amendment 
is  whether  I  should  not  have  postponed  the 
taking  effect  of  this  bill  for  a  still  longer  time 
than  to  the  1st  of  July.  That  would  cover  a 
good  many  cases,  but  probably  not  all.  I 
should  prefer  to  have  the  opinion  of  some 
experienced  lawyer  upon  the  point.  I  should 
be  glad  to  receive  a  suggestion  from  my  col- 
league, [Mr.  Butler.] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  would 
suggest  the  1st  of  October.  The  present  law 
would  be  in  existence  until  that  time. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  desire  to  modify  my  amend- 
ment so*as  to  make  the  date  the  1st  of  October. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  object  of  this  law  is 
to  remove  from  the  operation  of  the  present 
law  such  provisions  as  are  deemed  burden- 
some and  hard  to  the  navigation  interests. 
The  provisions  of  this  law  are  almost  the  same 
as  those  of  the  former  law,  except  that  they 
modify  and  change  its  provisions,  so  as  to  re- 
lieve from  the  imposition  of  somethings  which 
were  burdensome,  or  construed  to  be  burden- 
some, in  the  present  law. 

Mr.  HOAli.  Does  the  gentleman  consider 
it  just  that  the  provisions  we  have  adopted  in 
regard  to  the  number  and  character  ot  Ughtg 
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on  sailing  vessels,  for  instance,  shall  be  the 
law  from  this  date? 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  will  answer  the  gentle- 
man's question.  There  is  no  particalar  change 
in  this  bill  from  the  present  law ;  but  the  law 
regulating  the  sailing  and  lights  of  vessels 
already  in  existence  is  embodied  in  this  bill, 
80  that  all  the  laws  relating  to  this  subject  may 
be  accessible  to  those  concerned,  in  one  bill, 
and  in  one  form.  There  is  no  change  in  this 
law  requiring  to  be  known  for  any  consider- 
able length  of  time  by  those  upon  whom  it  will 
operate.  It  is  a  modification  of  the  provisions 
of  existing  law,  and  an  incorporation  of  that 
with  other  provisions  in  this  act;  and  there  is 
no  change,  fte  I  understand,  the  coming  of 
which  into  operation  immediately  will  prove 
troublesome.  And  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  it  is  very  desirable  that  this  law  shall  not 
only  be  passed,  but  that  it  shall  go  into  imme* 
diate  effect  in  order  to  enable  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  withhold,  as  be  has  with- 
held by  sufferance  heretofore,  some  of  the 
provisions  of  the  law  now  in  force,  which  were 
considered  onerous  on  the  shipping  interests 
of  the  country. 

I  can  see  no  reason  why  this  bill  should  not 
take  immediate  effect.  It  is  for  the  benefit  of 
navigation  that  the  law  is  changed,  and  it  is 
desirable  to  all  concerned  that  it  should  go 
into  speedy  operation.  The  effect  of  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  would  be  to  defeat 
the  main  object  of  passing  the  bill,  which  is 
to  relieve  from  imaginary  or  real  burdens 
under  the  provisions  of  the  present  law. 

Mr.  B  UTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Hemem- 
bering  the  provisions  of  the  law  of  1871,  and 
seeing  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  rather 
relieve  those  provisions  than  add  to  them,  I 
am,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  somewhat  con- 
vinced by  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan.  I  do  not  see  that  this  bill  wilt  add 
to  the  burdens  of  the  shipping  interests  at  all, 
and"I  shall  not  insist  on  my  amendment. 

Mr.  HOAR.  After  the  statement  of  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan,  I  will  modify  my 
motion  so  as  to  put  it  in  its  original  form,  that 
the  act  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  1st  day 
of  July. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  sincerely  hope  the  gen- 
tleman will  not  insist  upon  his  motion.  It 
would  cost  the  industries  engaged  in  navi- 
gation many  millions  of  dollars.  The  only 
object  of  the  bill  is  to  relieve  those  interests 
of  exaction  that  will  cost  the  owners  of  each 
vessel  from  five  to  fifteen  hundred  dollars 
under  the  provisions  of  the  existing  law,  and 
under  the  existing  law  the  manufacturers  of 
boiler-iron  are  required  to  comply  with  certain 
restrictions,  which  they  refuse  to  comply  with, 
and  consequently  they  avoid  all  contracts. 

Mr.  KERR.  Let  me  say,  in  addition  to 
what  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has 
said,  that  this  bill  has  been  a  long  time  under 
consideration  by  those  engaged  in  commerce. 
It  comes  in  here  in  great  part  as  the  work  of 
men  thus  engaged  themselves.  They  are  all 
familiar  with  its  provisions ;  they  are  anxious 
thatitshould  be  enacted  as  speedily  as  possible, 
and  go  into  effect  as  early  as  possible,  and  it 
is  also  true  that  all  the  new,  original,  or  pecu- 
liar important  provisions  of  the  bill  relate  to 
the  internal  commerce  of  the  country  mainly, 
somewhat  to  the  external  commerce,  but  so 
far  as  they  affect  the  external  commerce  most 
of  them  are  mere  reSnactments  of  existing 
law.  I  think,  therefore,  the  postponement 
ought  not  to  be  so  long. 

Mr.  HOAR.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  in  the 
course  of  legislative  business  this  bill  cannot 
become  a  law  probably  for  thirty  days,  some 
time  in  the  month  of  May,  probably  not  until 
near  the  end  of  that  month.  Now,  I  have 
not  examined  the  bill  to  see  just  what  pro- 
visions of  the  bill  are  new,  but  I  have  taken 
the  word  of  the  committee,  who  declare  in  a 
note  at  the  beginning  of  the  bill  that  the  parts 
printed  in  italics  are  taken  from  the  present 
law.    Now,  if  that  be  true,  the  parts  not  in 


italics  are  to  a  considerable  extent  new.  Then 
it  would  be  an  outrageous  injustice  to  put  this 
law  into  effect  without  Jiving  notice.  The 
persons  who  are  engaged  in  building  ships, 
if  my  amendment  prevails,  will  know  from  the 
time  the  law  passes  that  it  is 'to  go  into  effect 
in  six  weeks,  and  they  will  conduct  themselves 
in  their  preparations  for  building  ships  accord- 
ing to  that  knowledge. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  object  of  this  bill  is  to 
relieve  the  navigation  interests  of  real  or  sup- 
posed burdens  imposed  by  the  present  law,  and 
that  being  the  object  of  all  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  which  are  additional  to  the  present 
law  having  in  view  that  object,  it  is  very  desir- 
able that  the  benefit  to  that  interest  should 
accrue  as  speedily  as  possible.  A  postpone- 
ment leaves  them  subject  to  the  requirements 
of  the  present  law,  some  of  the  provisions  of 
which  have  been  held  in  abeyance  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  because  it  is  believed 
that  they  are  to  some  extent  unnecessary  and 
burdensome.  The  burdensome  provisions  of 
the  present  law  being  thus  suspended  by  the 
Secretary  on  his  own  judgment,  and  perhaps 
without  authority  of  law,  it  is  very  desirable 
that  this  bill  should  go  into  effect  immediately, 
so  that  the  benefits  may  accrue  at  once  to  the 
navigation  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
a  question,  for  of  course  he  knows  all  about  it, 
if  there  is  no  new  provision  in  this  bill  affect- 
ing the  rights  of  masters  of  vessels  or  pilots  or 
others  engaged  in  these  interests  ? 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  can  state  that  there  is  no 
provision  in  this  bill  affecting  the  rights  of 
masters  of  ships  more  severely  than  the  pro- 
visions of  the  present  law.  The  provisions  of 
this  bill  modi^  the  severity  of  the  present  law 
and  remove  real  or  imaginary  burdens  from 
the  navigation  interests. 

Mr.  HOAR.  The  gentleman  does  not  answer 
my  question.  The  question  which  I  put  to  him 
was  this :  does  he  say  that  there  are  substan- 
tially no  new  provisions  which  define  the  duties 
of  the  managers  of  vessels,  no  new  require- 
ments? 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  will  say,  as  I  have  said 
before,  that  the  provisions  of  the  present  bill 
are  modified  favorably  for  the  shipping  inter- 
ests by  this  bill. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Cannotyou  answer  my  question? 

Mr.  CONGER.  There  are  no  new  require- 
ments except  modification  of  the  requirements 
of  the  present  law,  and  the  modifications  made 
are,  as  I  believe,  beneficial  to  the  shipping 
interests. 

Mr^  HOAR.  I  will  withdraw  my amendmenL 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  would  suggest  the  1st  of 
May  as  the  time  when  this  act  shall  go  into 
effect. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.   I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  judgment  of  tho 
Chair,  that  will  be  several  days  before  this 
bill  will  be  finally  passed,  so  that  it  can  do  no 
great  harm. 

Mr.  HALE.  Then  let  it  be  ''thirty  days 
after  this  act  shall  be  approved.'' 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  insist  upon  thai. 

Mr.  HALE.  You  will  not  get  the  bill 
through  before  the  1st  of  May. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  If  not,  then  the  time  can 
be  changed. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Potter  was 
then  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.    I  move  to  amend  the 

bill  by  adding  the  following  as  a  new  section : 

Src.  — .  That  Dothinii  in  this  act  shall  apply  to 
ve88el<  of  less  than  twelve  tons  burden. 

I  desired  to  make  it  ''twenty  tons,'^  but 
when  I  consulted  with  the  gentleman  who  has 
charge  of  this  bill,  [Mr.  Neolet,]  he  expressed 
a  preference  for  *' twelve  tons,"  and  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  that  he  would  not  object  to 
the  amendment  in  that  form.  My  judgment 
is  that  it  should  be  "twenty  tons;''  and  I  will 
now  ask  the  gentleman  if  he  will  consent  to 
that? 


Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  hope  it  will  be  confioed 
to  vessels  of  twelve  tons. 

Mr.  CONGER.  This  bill  provides  for  cer 
tain  duties  to  be  performed  by  "persons  on 
rafts,  or  scows,  or  barges,  or  all  cluses  of 
small  craft,  such  as  that  they  shall  earty  lighu 
to  prevent  their  being  run  down. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  Perhaps  the  seoUe 
man's  criticism  of  m^  amendment  will  be  ob- 
viated by  my  inserting  the  word  "sailiii;" 
before  the  word  "vessels." 

Mr.  CO  NGER.  I  wil  I  have  no  objectioa  to 
the  amendment  so  modified. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERR.  The  House  will  remember 
that  on  Thursday  last,  when  this  bill  was  before 
under  consideration,  on  my  motion  sectioo 
forty-three  of  this  bill  as  it  then  stood  vas 
stricken  out.  I  then  stated  that  in  defereoee 
to  the  wishes  and  views  of  persons  immedi- 
ately interested  in  this  law  i  would,  at  some 
subsequent  time,  either  introduce  an  orieioal 
bill  intended  to  cover  the  same  groaoa,  or 
pro'pose  an  amendment  to  this  hill.  I  not 
propose  as  an  amendment  six  new  sectioos,  to 
come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill,  and  wbicb  I 
send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follovs: 

Skc.  — .  That  no  owner  or  owners  of  any  ship  or 
vesaei  enlaced  in  oommeroe  amooc  the  sereru 
States  of  the  Unioo,  or  between  two  or  more  of  um 
States,  shall  be  aahjeot  or  liable  to  auwer  for  or 
make  good  to  any  one  or  more  penon  or  pertosi 
any  loaa  or  damage  which  mav  happen  to  any  rood) 
or  merohandiae  whatsoever  whieh  ahall  be  eoippd. 
taken  in.  or  pat  on  board  any  aaohahip  or  rtm^  V 
reason  or  by  means  of  any  fire  hM>penui(  to  or  oi 
board  the  said  ahip  or  vesaei,  unless  socb  fire  y 
caused  by  the  deetgn,  faolt,  or  neglect  of  svebovBcr 
or  owners:  PtoviUed,  That  nothing  in  tbuMtcw- 
tained.  shall  be  constraed  to  forbid  or  aatbonie  lu 

f»artieato  make  contracts  extending  or  iumtior  m 
lability  of  the  ship-owner  as  a  eommoa  oamer « 
otherwise.  , .  ,  , ,. 

Skc— .  That  if  any  shipper  or  ahippers  of  pWuii, 
gold,  gold-dost,  silver,  balllon.  or  other  vtwou 
metals,  ooina,  jewelry,  bills  of  any  bank  or  pobhc 
body,  diamonds,  or  other  precioae  stones,  sasU  mt 
the  same  on  board  of  any  ahip  or  vessel  viuoauu 
the  time  of  such  lading,  giving  to  the  masUr,  agr&t. 
owner,  or  owners  of  the  ahip  or  vessel  reeMWi 
the  same,  notice  of  the  trae  oharacter  m 
valno  thereof,  and  have  the  same  entered  oo  ue 
bill  of  lading  therefor,  the  master  andqvB«.or 
owners,  of  the  said  vesaei  shall  not  be  lisbie.  » 
common  carriera  thereof  in  anyform  or  msnwr; 
nor  shall  any  each  master  or  owner  be  ^wilt,n 
any  case,  for  any  such  valuable  goods  bejooa  tu 
value  and  according  to  the  character  tnercot  n 
notified  and  entered. 

Ssc—  That  the  liability  of  the  owner  or  om« 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  commerce  u&m 
the  several  States  of  the  Union,  or  between  tvocr 
more  of  said  States,  for  any  act  done,  or  eontr^ci 
made,  or  tort  committed,  wlthoat  the  Pnnt?.  Uau. 
or  knowledge  of  such  owner  or  owners,  wnicn  »«. 
contract,  or  tort,  by  reason  of  their  nature  or  «J- 
Ject-matter,  come  within  admiralty  and  manttae 
jarijdiction,  afaaJl  in  no  ease  ezeeed  the  amonnt  or 
value  of  the  interest  of  such  owner  or  ownen^rj- 
spectively.  in  aach  ship  or  vessel,  and  her  fre^« 
then  pending;  and  for  tho  purposes  of  thu»«»«» 
the  amount  ur  value  of  the  interest  of  socb  meror 
owners  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  her  fr««P\xl: 
be  taken  to  be  the  value  thereof  immediately  MWr* 

the  accruing  of  such  liability.  , .., 

Sbo.  — .  That  the  charterer  or  charteren  oi  *« 
such  ship  or  vessel,  in  case  he  or  they  shall  d^ 
victual,  and  navigate  soch  vessel  at  his  or  weir  j" 
expense,  or  by  his  or  their  own  procnrcmeni, »« 
be  deemed  the  owner  or  owners  of  fooh  yc»eivu" 
in  the  meaning  of  this  act;  and  each  ship  or  rwe«. 
when  so  chartered,  shall  be  liable  ia  the  »*»;"" 
ner  as  if  navigated  by  the  owner  or  owners  ibcr^; 
Sue.  — .  That  nothing  in  the  precedinf  seeno^ 
shall  be  constraed  to  take  away  oraffeetthe  reow 


to  which  any  party  maybe  entitled  against  tiJ""^ 
ter,  olfioers.  or  mariners,  for  or  on  scco^^rJwSi 
embesslement.  Injury,  loss,  or  destruction  of  sw» 
wares,  merchandise,  or  other  property  put  on  o^ 
of  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  on  account  of  aa/nj 
gences.  fraud,  or  other  malversation  of  »ncn  »««*'• 
olfioers,  or  mariners,  respeetivefy,  nor  shall  wjw^l 
herein  contained  lessen  or  Uko  away  m^.'^J  .TL 
bility  to  which  any  master  or  mariner  ff  "f  •".* 
or  vessel  may  now  by  law  be  liable,  notvubstaoo^ 
ing  such  master  or  mariner  may  be  an  ownerw  k* 
owner  of  the  ship  or  vessel.  u-^^iat  ail 

Sbc.  — .  That  any  person  or  persons  •£'f flii  cr 
of  vitriol,  unslaked  Time,  inflammabte  iMf^Tf^ 
gunpowder  in  a  ahip  or  veasei  tawns  cajp 
divers  persons  or  freight.  Without  givwf»f/"l!,'l\.f 
of  shipment  notice  of  the  nature  sd^  /Si,  or 
such  merchandise  to  themaater,  mate,  onicr^ 
person  ia  change  of  the  lading  of  the  •bipo'^'^ 
shaU  forfeit  to  the  United  States  $1,000. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.   I  ^'^ 
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as  a  substitate  for  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  the  ori- 
ginal section  forty-three  of  this  bill|  which  I 
ask  the  Clerk  to  read. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  — .  That  the  provisions  and  limitations  oif  the 
act  entitled  **An  act  to  limit  the  liability  of  ship- 
owners, and  for  other  pnrposee,"  approved  March 
3, 1861,  are  hereby  extended  and  applied  to  aU  ves- 
sels required  to  he  inspected  by  this  act.  and  the 
owner  or  owners,  charterer  or  charterers,  officers  and 
inaritaen  thereof,  and  shall  have  the  saiAe  force  and 
effect  as  to  such  vessels,  owner  or  owners,  cbarttorer 
or  cbarterers.  officers  and  'marines,  respectively,  as 
sach  provisions  and  limitations  now  havie  as  to  the 
shipe  or  vessels,  owner  or  ownere*  charterer  or  char- 


terers, officers  and  mariners,  respectively,  to  which 
or  whom  the  said  act  now  applies;  and  sach  provis- 
ions and  limitations  are  alsd  eitended  and  applied 


to  all  eiaims  for  loss  of  life  or  penonat  injary.  both 
as  asaiosb  the  owner  or  owners,  charterer  or  char- 
terers of  the  vessel,  and  the  captain,  mate,  engineer 
and  pilot  thereof. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohid.  Id  kn  amendment 
U)  the  Bubstitnte  in  ordet  at  this  time? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  strictly  it  otAet, 
but  if  there  id  no  objection,  the  Ch&ir  Mil 
enrertain  it. 

No  objection  Was  made. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohid.    1  hiove  td  hitaend 

the  substitute  by  striking  out  th^  last  clause, 

Whith  readd  a&  iJ^llOWs : 

An^  iueh  );>Vo visions  and  liihitations  are  also  ei- 
tended and  a)i>pUed  to  all  elaima  fbr  loss  or  lifh  or 
personal  injofjr,  both  as  acainst  the  owner  or  own- 
ers, charterer  or  charterer&of  the  vessel,  and  the 
captain,  mate,  engineer,  and  l)ilot  thereof. 

Mr.  KEGLEY.  I  now  desire  to  call  the 
previous  question  oa  the  bill  and  pending' 
amendments. 

Mr.  KERR,  t  hope  that  will  not  be  done. 
I  want  the  bill  to  pass  in  proper  form,  and  I 
hope  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Nbgley]  will  not  insist  uppn  cutting  o^  deoate 
bj  the  previous  auestion. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  will  be  an  hour  for 
debate  alter  the  main  question  shall  kave  been 
oraered. 

Mr.  K&RR.  That  will  not  be  sufficienL  I 
am  sure  the  House  will  desire  more  time  than 
that  to  consider  the  sections  of  my  amend- 
ment, which  are  extremely  important,  and  I 
desire  "^io  state  wnjat  they  are.  I  hope  the 
Qobse  will  do  be  the  justice 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  that 
if  there  is  to  be  a  prolonged  debate  upon  this 
question  there  must  be  some  change  in  the 
understanding  which  has  been  had.  The  gen- 
tleman now  moves  six  sections  as  one  amend- 
ment.  The  House  agreed  to  consiaer  this  bill 
under  the  five-minute  rule  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  £ERR.  t  was  about  to  say  that  I  de- 
sire  to  state  the  purport  of  these  amendments 
in  just  as  few  words^  as  may  be  necessary  to 
make  them  clear  and  intelligible  to  the  House ; 
and  I  do  think  that  the  House  ought  not  to  be 
content  with  a  less  lengthy  statement  than  may 
be  required  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  CONGER.  ISefore  the  decision  is  made 
as  to  the  order  of  proceeding,  I  desire  that  the 
section  as  it  stood  oHginallj  §hall  be  consid- 
ered as  still  remaining  in  the  bill,  so  that  if 
this  substitute  be  not  adopted,  the  original 
section  will  remain  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  :&ERR.  To  that  I  most  emphatically 
object.    ^       .  ^  . 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  arrangement  sug- 
gested by  the  eentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Co.vger]  would  not  be  in  accordance  with  tne 
underatanding  which  nas  been  had.  Tbe  sec- 
I  ion  was  dropped  fron^  the  bill  by  general  con- 
sent. It  is  now  pending  as  an  amendment, 
and  can  be  put  back  if  a  majority  of  the  House 
>o  desire.  It  is  pending  as  a  substitute  for  the 
proposition  of  the  geuilemaU  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  Keur.1 

Air.  CONCjER.     I  was  not  aware  of  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  that 
:he  House  sboutd  proceed  understandingly. 
This  bill  has  by  unanimous  consent  been  con- 
sidered thus  far  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole 
luder  the   five  minute-rule.     If  there  be  no 
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modification  of  that  understanding,  it  will  be 
the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  limit  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  to  five  minutes. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  that  by 
unanimous  consent  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana will  have  such  time  as  he  may  need  to 
explain  briefly  his  amendment. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  shall  not  occupy  one  moment 
longer  than  may  appear  to  me  to  be  indis- 
pensably necessary. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  do  not  propose  to  object, 
so  far  as  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  is  con- 
cerned ;  but  I  shall  object  to  any  debate  after 
that,  except  under  tbe  five- minute  rule. 

Mr.  TOWNSENp,  of  New  York.  It  would 
be  manifestly  unfair  to  allow  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  more  time  tuau  those  who  may 
follow  him. 

Ur,  DICKEt".  then  I  inaial  that  the  rule 
shall  be  adhered  to. 

Mr.  NEGL^Y.  If  gentlemen  could  a^ree 
upon  some  division  of  ine  time,  t  would  nave 
no  objection.  ^^ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  a  moment  a^o 
made  a  suggestion  which  ne  ihinks  tne  gentle- 
man &om  Indidna  [Mr.  KerrJ  did  not  appre- 
hend. The  five-minute  rule  would,  und.er  the 
construction  of  the  X^hair,  be  considered  as  at 
an  end,  With  reference  t^  tnis  bill)  after,  the 
previous  question  had  been  seconded.  There 
would  then  be  in  bour  at  the  disposal  of  the 
gentleman  having  charge  of  Ihe  bin,  wbich 
might  be  deVoied  so  as  to  accommodate  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  to  longer  )inie^  than 
he  can  otherwise  obtain,  except  oy  unanimous 
consent.  u  i         t 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  will  accommodaie  ibe 
gentleman  with*aa  much  time  as  we  can  aBbrd 
to  five  him  out  of  tbe  bouh  . 

Mr.  llEuR.  I  would  not  be  vnlling  that 
the  time  whicb  mieht  be  necessary  for  me  to 
discuss  ihis  bill  snould  be  taken  oul  of  the 
hour  at  the  expense  of  dtb^r  ^ehtlenien  ilrho 
may  wish  to  talk  on  tbis  subject.  I  repeal 
that  these  amendments  are  of  the  iitmost  im- 
portance, t  want  tbis  Hous^  lo  be  impressed 
by  the  fact  that  they  really  involve  as  imbprtanl; 
matters  as  any  others  embraced  in  tbe  bdl. 
^  Mr,  CONGER,  May  not  each  of  the  sec- 
tions be  treated,  fbr  the  purpose  of  debate,  as 
a  separate  amendment? 

The  SPE  AKE  R.  Thkt  would  require  unan- 
imous consent  just  as  much  as  would  a  pro- 
longation of  the  time. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  Unanimous  consent 
that  eacb  of  the  sections  may  be  considered 
as  a  separate  amendment  for  the  purpose  of 
debate. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  again  submits 
the  question  whether  the  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  Kerr]  may  have  his  time  pro- 
longed. 

Several  Members.    For  how  long  7 

Mr.  KERR.  I  think  I  shall  be  able  td  get 
through  in  fifteeh  minutesi  fedthoti^h  I  Hi'ay 
occupy  a  littl^  longer.  , , 

Mr.  POTTER.   Let  me  say  one  word.  These 

Eropbsitions  ihvolV^  dh  bhtirti  tthatlj^b  bf  thd 
iw  in  irespect  to  common  carriers  |  and , they 
certainly  require  careful  considerationk  Tbey 
caniibt  be  consid^fed  a«  they  bu^ht  td  bd 
under  the  five-miniite  rul^.  .     , 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleniAn  fi-om  ItididHa  ib  W^iVi^  this  ^tiedtibti 
(ot  the. present,  as  he  bri^inalljr  proposed  to 

do,  and  bring  in  bis  bropoditlen  as  ■  separate 
1**11 

'Mr.  TOWKSENtJ,  bf  New  York  fbat 
seems  to  me  a  very  prqp^r  suggestLou.  Tbere 
is  already  a  law  in  existence  upon  tbis  subiect. 

Mr.  GARFlfiLD,  of  Ohio.  It  was  upon 
tbat  understanding  thai genera)  consent  Was 
given  the  otber  day  to  strike  out  tbe  section. 
We  did  not  understand  that,  we  were  to  ojien 
up  a  general  debate  of  tnis  kind^ 

Mr.  DICKEY.  It  was  generally  understood 
tbis  morning  that  we  woilld  get  tbrough  this 
bill  in  an  hour. 

Mr.  KERR.     I  want  to  say,  in  reply  tQ  tbe 


gentleman  from  Obio,  [Mfr.  Garfield,  J  that 
personally  it  was  my  desire  to  stand  by  the 
arrangement  of  last  Thursday.  I  want  to  say 
to  the  House,  after  the  section  on  last  Thurs- 
day was  stricKe'i^  out,  very  numerous  telegrams 
were  sent  here  by  persons  engaged  all  over 
the  country  in  tbis  kind  of  commerce,  impor- 
tuning the  members  of  the  House  to  allow 
tbis  section  to  remain  in  the  bill,  or  if  noty  to 
incorporate  in  the  bill  sometbing  which  would 
guaranty  to  them  the  substantial  advantages 
which  they  hoped  to  secure  under  tbis  section 
forty-three.  1  say  how,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  I 
have  alVeady  said  to  the  House  this  morning, 
that  in  deft>.repce  to  tbose  repealed  requisi- 
tions I  desire  the  Houjse  will  allow  tbis  amend- 
ment to  be  odered  and  considered.  I  under- 
stand tbe  gentleman  from  PenUsylvania  [Mr. 
Neoley]  i^  wi'illngto  agree  to  the  arrangement. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Section  fotty- 
three  was  stricken  out  tbe  other  day  because 
we  supposed  the  subject  was  a  difficult  one 
and  ought  ^o  be. considered  in  a  separate  bill. 
The  amendment  wbich  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  now  proposes,  containing  six  sections^ 
is  really  equivalent  to  a  new  bill,  Which  he 
proposes  we  shall  go  on  to  consider,  and  in 
that  wa^  still  longer  defer  the  consideration 
of  pressinfl'pnblic  business. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  It  covers 
the  Whole  questioU  of  the  loss  of  life. 

Mh  CONGER.  It  is  imjf)ortant  this  section 
should  remain  in  the  bill  until  a  proper  amend- 
naent  is  prepared  and  passed. 

The  SPEAKER.  Section  forty  ;three  is  still 
pending  before  tbe  ^ouse,  as  it  nas  not  yet  be^n 
acted  upon,  but^ita  consideration  was  post- 
poned until  the  House  should  get  through  with 
tbe, bill.  ,      .  ^    . 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    I  do  not  know  that  there 

1's  any  objection  to  allowing  tbe  gentleman  from 
Indiana  iwenty  minutes  in  which  to  explain 
the  jaripus. sections  of  bis  amendment. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  demadd  the  regular  ordei: 
of  business.  ^ 

Mr.  NEGLEx.  Tbere  is  no  objection  to 
tbe  gentleman  frofai  Indiana  hiaving  twenty 

""^ISe^S^EAKEft.  The  Cbair  will  again  put 
the  question  to  the  House. 

Mr.  Sutler,  of  M^sacbusetts.     Is  tbe 
same  time  to  be  allowed  to  the  other  side  ? 
.    Mr.  BIRD.     Of  course ;  if  the  gentleman 
bas  twenty  minutes,  twenW  minutes  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  the  other  side. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Does  the  jsientle'man  from 
tndiana  a|;ree  to  a  demand  for  the  previpui 
question  at  the  expiration  of  forty  Dkinutes  T 

Mr.  KERR.    I  do  not. 

Mr.  BUTLEk,  of  Massacbusetto.  thi^ 
covers  tbe  whole  qujestion  of  life  and  limb  on 
board  of  steamers,  the  most  iniportant  thing 
We  Qan  deal  with. 

.  The  SPEAKER.    For  whom  on  the  other 
Bide  are  twenty  niinutes  asked  i 

Mr.  KER|t.  1  do  not  a^ree  that  at  the 
expiration  of  forty  minutes  tbe  previous  ques- 
tion shall  be  ordered. 

Mr.  DlQKEY.    1  demand  ihe  regular  drder. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  proceeding  is  uiider 
tbe  distinct  understanding  that  this  bill  shall 
be  considered  in  the  House  as  in  Comiiiittee 
of  the  Whole  under  the  five-miiiiite  riile,  and 
it  Will  require  iinaiiimoiis  consent  to  vary  tbat 

™llr.  TbWNSfeND,  of  kew  York.  1  object 
to  any  variation  of  tbat  riile.. 

The  ^P^AKER.  Theii  tbe  genUdniah  from 
Indiana  iM  entitled  to  five  udiniites. 

Mr.  HOAR.  1  desire  to  ask  a  questioti  of 
the  ubair.  I  understand  the  forty- Ibiird  sec- 
tion was  ohce  sirickenout,  and  that  an  aihehd- 
ment  is  now  ihoved  in  iotidefii  verbis  tbe  skine 
as  tbe  forty-third  section  of  the  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  forty-third  section 
Was  not  stricken  out,  but  is  still  pending.  Its 
consideration  was  postponed  in  order  to  allow 
i^  to  be  more  fUlly  connidered  at  the  end  of 
the  bill.     That  did  not  deprive  gentlemen  who 
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are  id  favor  of  its  provisions  from  having  a 
vote  upon  it.  Really  the  sense  of  the  House 
has  never  yet  been  taken  on  this  forty-third 
section.  It  went  over  by  unanimous  consent 
under  that  arrangement.  The  gentleman  from 
Indiana  is  entitled  to  the  floor  tor  five  minutes 
on  the  amendment  moved  by  him. 

Mr.  KERR.     I  ask  gentlemen,  then,   Mr. 
Speaker,  to  give  attention  to  the  few  facts  I 
shall  hastily  state.     In   the  first  place,   the 
amendment  I  offer  is  embodied  in  six  exceed- 
ingly important  sections,  each  of  which  is  more 
or  less  worthy  to  have  separate  attention,  and 
every  one  of  which  is  exceedingly  important 
in  its  object  and  intent.    The  subject-matter 
treated  by  each  is  full  of  intrinsic  importance, 
affecting  people  of  almost  every  section  of  the 
country.     They  relate  to  and  affect  every  in- 
terest connected  with  the  water  carried  com- 
merce of  the  interior  of  the  country.     I  wish 
to  say  that  the  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Townsend]  is  the 
reinsertion  of  the  forty-third  section  in  the  form 
in  which  it  was  rejected  the  other  day.    He  pro- 
poses to  incorporate  in  this  bill  eight  sections  of 
a  very  important  law  by  mere  reference  to  that 
law,  without  bringingit  before  the  House  at  all, 
without  having  it  printed,  without  giving  any 
gentleman  upon  this  floor  an  opportunitv  to 
see  it,  to  inspect  it,  or  to  reflect  on  it.     It  is 
extraordinary  in  every  respect.     It  is  most 
dangerous.     It  ought  to   be  tolerated  by  no 
legislative  body.     I  say  it  is  a  most  culpable 
mode  of  attempting  to  enact  laws  in  any  coun- 
try.    That  is  his  amendment.     That  act  to 
which  I  refer  is  the  law  of  March  3,  1851,  to 
limit  the  liability  of  ship-owners.     By  its  terms 
it  is  confined  in  its  effect  and  operation  to  ship 
owners  engaged  in  the  external  commerce  of 
the  country  upon  the  high  seas.     It  is  at  best 
a  crude  and  unsatisfactory  law  even  in  its  pres- 
ent application.     But  for  practical  application 
to  the  interior  water  commerce  of  the  country 
it  is  extremely  objectionable  and  intolerable. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  want  gentlemen  also 
to  take  note  that  my  amendments  do  not  em- 
brace all  that  is  in  what  purports  to  be  my 
amendments,  as  printed,  but  my  amendments 
consist  only  of  the  first  six  sections  of  what  I 
send  to   the   Clerk;  the  other  two  sections 
thereof  I  had  printed   with  my  amendments 
merely  to  enable  gentlemen  readily  and  con- 
veniently to  see  what  the  third  and  fourth  sec- 
tions of  the  law  of  1851  really  are.     To  those 
sections,  three  and  four,  I  object,  believing 
them  to  be  impolitic  or  vicious  in  principle, 
and  such  as  ou^ht  not  to  be  enactea.     When 
applied  to  the  interior  commerce,  I  think  the 
third  section  attempts  to  confer  on  Federal 
courts  a  larger  and  broader  jurisdiction  than 
is  admissible  under  the  Constitution.      The 
third  section  of  my  amendment  is  intended  to 
obviate  this  objection,  and  to  bring  and  keep 
the  jurisdiction  of  those  courts  on  these  sub- 
jects exactly  within  the  letter  and  spirit  of 
the  Constitution.    The  fourth  section,  which  I 
also  reject,  I  think  is  utterly  indefensible  in 
all  respects,  and  ought  not  to  be  entertained 
by  the  House  at  all.     But  I  have  not  time  now 
to  speak  of  it  in  detail.     It  is  enough  for  me 
now  to  state  that  that  fourth  section  proposes 
to  limit  the  liability  of  ship-owners  m  cases 
of  loss  of  property,  or  of  damage   resulting 
either  from  marine  contract  or  tort,  to  the 
value  of  the  owner's  interest  in  the  ship  or 
vessel,  and  to  permit  the  owner  in  any  such 
case  to  relieve  himself  from  all  actions,  claim, 
or  liability  of  any  such  kind,  if  he  will  go  into 
court  and  assign  to  a  trustee,  for  the  use  of 
the  sufi'erers,  his  ship  or  vessel,  although  that 
may  at  the  time  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  sea 
and  utterly  valueless.     Such  a  proposition  is 
intolerable,  in  my  judgment,  and   would   do 
gross  injustice  to  the  millions  of  citizens  who 
do  of  necessity  from  time  to  time  intrust  the 
safety  of  their  persons  and  property  to  such 
ships  or  vessels. 

Now,  to  what  general  subject*- matters  do 
these  important  sections  of  ray  amendments 


relate?  The  first  one  is  intended  to  exempt 
ship-owners  from  liability  for  the  loss  of  prop- 
erty upon  their  ships  by  nre  in  all  cases  where 
the  owners  are  not  guilty  of  personal  neglect, 
thus  changing  the  rule  of  law  now  prevailing 
throughout  the  interior  of  our  country — the 
rule  of  both  the  civil  and  the  common  law — 
that  the  ship-owner  is  responsible  to  shippers 
to  the  whole  extent  of  damage  caused  by  the 
wrongful  act  or  negligence  of  the  master  or 
crew,  on  the  rational  ground  that  these  offi- 
cers or  persons  are  the  agents  or  servants  of 
the  ship-owner,  and  that  be  should  therefore 
be  answerable  for  their  acts.  By  the  act  of 
1851  this  exemption  is*  now  given  to  ship- 
owners engaged  in  the  exterior  commerce 
of  the  country.  The  exemption  is  bused 
upon  and  borrowed  from  the  maritime  codes 
of  modern  Europe.  Its  policy  and  aim  are 
to  encourage  citizens  to  embark  their  cap- 
ital in  the  ownership  of  vessels  and  in  the 
conduct  of  such  commerce.  The  policy  has 
less  real  merit  when  applied  to  the  interior 
than  to  the  exterior  commerce,  but  it  is  en- 
titled to  just  consideration  in  each  case.  I 
do  not  wish  to  tleny  reasonable  exemptions 
to  the  owners  of  river  'vessels ;  this  section 
secures  it  to  them.  The  proviso  of  the  section 
is  merely  intended  to  guard  against  any  appear- 
ance by  Congress  of  giving  authority  to  such 
common  carriers  to  limit  by  private  contract 
their  liability,  and  to  leave  their  right  to  do  so 
to  rest  upon  the  rules  of  the  common  law  and 
the  law  merchant,  as  they  are  from  time  to 
time  adjudicated  and  settled  by  the  courts  of 
the  States  and  the  Federal  Government.  I 
think  that  is  all  they  should  demand  in  this 
behalf.  • 

Section  two,  as  gentlemen  will  see,  if  they 
will  turn  their  eye  to  it  for  a  moment,  pro- 
poses to  extend  the  same  exemption  from  lia- 
bility where  a  shipper  puts  upon  board  any 
ship  or  vessel  any  gold,  gold  dust,  silver,  or 
any  other  valuable  property  having  very  little 
bulk,  without  at  the  same  time  giving  the 
owner  of  the  ship  or  vessel  specific  notice  of 
the  true  nature  and  character  of  the  property 
so  shipped.  That,  too,  proposes,  to  some 
extent,  to  reverse  all  the  ezistmg  rules  of  law 
in  this  country  on  that  subject,-  and  to  incor- 
porate into  our  system  the  principle  of  the 
modern  maritime  codes  of  Europe.  It  is  a 
copy  of  the  like  section  in  the  act  of  1851, 
except  that  it  does  not  require  the  notice  to 
be  given  in  writing.  It  ought  not  sb  to  re- 
quire. That  strict  requirement  would  work 
great  injustice,  many  times  against  the  people 
on  our  interior  water-courses,  who  are  neces- 
sarily and  by  their  habits  unfamiliar  with  such 
matters. 

Section  three  of  my  amendments  is  so  im- 
portant that  I  will  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  it  as , 
part  of  my  remarks. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  — .  That  the  liability  of  the  owner  or  owners 
of  any  ship  or  vessel  enraged  in  oomoierce  among 
the  several  States  of  the  UdIod,  or  between  two  or 
more  of  said  States,  for  any  aot  done,  or  contract 
made,  or  tort  oommitted.  withoat  the  privity,  fault, 
or  knowledge  of  such  owner  or  owners,  which  act, 
contract,  or  tort,  by  reason  of  their  nature  or  sub- 
Jeot-malter,  come  within  admiralty  and  maritime 
jurisdiction,  shall  in  no  case  exceed  the  amount  or 
value  of  the  interest  of  such  owner  or  owners, 
respectively,  in  sach  ship  or  vessel,  and  her  freight 
then  pending;  and  for  toe  purposes  of  this  section 
the  amount  or  value  of  the  interest  of  such  owner 
or  owners  in  such  ship  or  vessel,  and  her  freight, 
shall  be  taken  to  be  the  value  thereof  immediately 
before  the  accruing  of  such  liability. 

Mr.  KERB.  Mr.  Speaker,  every  lawyer  in 
the  House  will  readily  see  that  this  provision 
in  its  general  purpose  is  also  borrowed  from 
the  maritime  codes  of  modern  Europe,  and  in- 
corporates into  the  regulation  of  the  interior 
commerce  of  this  country  an  entirely  new  and 
original  principle.  It  is  now,  however,  sub- 
stantially the  law  with  reference  to  the  exter- 
nal commerce  of  the  country,  and  determines 
the  extent  of  liability  of  ship-owners  engaged 
in  foreign  commerce.  But  its  language  difi^ers 
materially  from  that  of  the  act  of  1851,  and 


the  difference  chiefly  consists  in  making  this 
section  in  its  application  to  commerce  on  om 
rivers  and  other  interior  waters  conform  to 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitation  in  ita 
grant  of  admiralty  jurisdiction.  The  langua^ 
of  this  section,  as  I  have  introduced  it,  everj 
lawyer  I  think  will  also  readily  see,  is  veiy 
carefully  drawn  with  reference  to  bringing  its 
provisions  within  the  very  words  and  intent  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  touch- 
ing the  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdictioo 
of  the  district  courts  of  the  Qnited  States ;  f<N- 
it  is  into  the  district  courts  of  the  United  Statei 
thatall  this  new  jurisdiction  is  beiDg  taken  bj  thU 
bill.  It  is  therefore  an  exceedingly  importaot 
change,  and  divests  a  very  extensive  jurisdic- 
tion enjoyed  for  more  tJian  half  a  centsry 
by  State  tribunals,  deemed  by  them,  by  \ht 
courts,  and  by  the  people  to  be  of  very  great 
importance.  It  is  now  to  be  swept  from  thea 
forever  and  transferred  to  the  Federal  eonrts. 
It  becomes  Congress  to  enact  sach  grave  It^ 
lation  with  the  utmost  care  and  deliberatiaa. 
Every  word  ought  to  be  duly  weighed  a^d 
criticised.  These  recent  extensioaa  of  the  ad- 
miralty and  maritime  jurisdiction  of  the  covu 
of  the  United  States  have  been  very  great,  and 
made  very  rapidly,  and  the  people  generallj 
do  not  yet  realize  their  extent.  They  shoQi-J 
be  kept,  by  every  effort  of  proper  cooatroctioo, 
within  the  true  intent  of  the  CoDatuuiioiL 
There  is  infinite  danger  that  they  will  exceed 
that  intent.  We  should  not  hastily  borrov 
the  forms  of  law  from  European  naiionj; 
nations  whose  legislatures  are  the  possessor! 
of  unlimited  powers,  restrained  by  no  writtm 
constitutions. 

I  say  to  the  House,  and  I  desire  to  be  fttftr 
understood,  that  in  proposing  these  amend- 
ments, which  I  have  done  with  some  reluct- 
ance, I  have  done  it  after  the  most  carefal 
consideration  of  the  subject,  and  after  t&e 
most  careful  consideration  of  all  the  author- 
ities on  the  subject  in  this  country,  includics 
some   very  recently  rendered  and  yet  nnre- 

forted  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Coart,  whtch 
now  hold  in  my  hand,  the  one  rendered  onlj 
a  few  days  ago  by  Justice  Bradley,  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  whole  court,  applying  only  to 
the  existing  law  of  the  United  oiates  in  reter- 
ence  to  the  external  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try. I  mean  the  law  of  March  3,  1851.  I  think 
these  sections  offered  by  me,  in  the  interesu 
of  ship-owners  on  our  rivers  and  interior  nari- 
gable  waters,  go  to  the  verge  both  of  propriety 
and  power  in  order  to  promote  their  interests 
I  am  not  willing  to  go  further.  I  think,  indeed, 
that  this  entire  bill  is  framed  to  a  dangeroas 
extent  in  the  interests  alone  of  the  ship-owners, 
and  that  the  interests  of  shippers  and  of  the 
people  have  not  been  sufficiently  guarded  or 
considered. 

As  the  section  is  now  guarded,  I  submit  to 
the  House,  and  I  submit  to  every  fair-minded 
friend  of  the  shipowners,  that  this  third  sec- 
tion grants  them  every  just  advantage  of  sob- 
stantial  value  that  was  given  to  them  by  ib€ 
act  of  1851,  and  that  they  ought  with  one  voice 
to  be  willing  to  accept  it,  and  to  accept  it  as  i 
roost  generous  advance  on  the  partof  Oongresis 
in  order  to  serve  them,  and  promote  iheit 
purely  personal  interests  in  connection  with 
their  particular  business. 

Now,  in  reference  to  the  fourth  section  of 
my  amendment,  I  need  only  say  at  this  time 
that  the  object  of  that  section  is  to  construe 
the  preceding  part  of  the  amendments  and  to  de- 
fine who  shall  be  deemed  a  ship-owner  iu  order 
to  avoid  controversy  where  a  ship  is  excloi- 
ively  run,  victualed,  and  officered  by  a  chai^ 
terer.  Without  taking  time  now  to  read  it.  I 
think  it  is  enough  to  say  in  reference  to  it  that 
it  is  a  precautionary  measure  intended  merely 
to  make  perfect  and  mature  the  preceding  sec- 
tions, and  yet  at  the  same  time  it  saves  ail 
the  substantial  advantages  of  this  new  princi* 
pie  to  all  persons  who  stand  for  the  time  being 
as  charterers  in  the  place  of  the  le^al  owners 
of  the  ships. 
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Then  in  relation  to  section  five  of  the  amend- 
aent  I  will  make  the  same  remark,  that  it 
I  inten(]ed  to  guard  the  construction  of  the 
•receding  sections,  and  is  a  matter  of  precau- 
ion  merely.  Both  these  sections  are  reenact- 
aents  of  corresponding  sections  of  the  act  of 
851,  without  change  that  is  at  all  material. 

The  sixth  section  is  designed  to  prevent 
hippers  from  putting  on  board  vessels  as 
reights  such  dangerous  and  inflammable  ma- 
ertals  as  vitriol,  gunpowder,  and  matches 
rithout  notice  to  the  officers  or  owners  of  the 
hip.     This,  too,  is  a  reenactment. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  The  gen- 
teman  from  Indiana,  Mr.  Speaker,  prefaces 
is  remarks  by  stating  that  importunities  had 
een  addressed  to  members  of  this  House  in 
eference  to  the  striking  out  of  this  section 
rom  the  bill.  It  is  not  the  first  time,  sir,  that 
be  gentleman  has  alluded  in  that  way  when  a 
.  question  was  under  discussion.  1  therefore 
esent,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  any  imputa- 
ion  in  regard  to  any  action  I  may  take  in  refer- 
Dce  to  this  or  any  other  measure.  It  comes 
>efore  us  simply  as  a  question  of  justice  as 
>etween  the  travelini^  public  and  steamboat 
kwners,  and  I  am  for  justice,  nothing  more  or 
ess,  as  I  am  able  to  judge 

Mr.  KEUR.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
kllow  me  to  say  that  the  importunities  fo  which 
[  referred  were  addressed  to  myself,  an^  not 
o  him.  They  were  addressed  to  me,  and 
hey  were  very  importunate.  I  have  no  doubt 
he  gentleman  has  received  the  same  impor- 
anities. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  I  have 
-eceived  no  telegrams  on  the  subject  whatever, 
lor  would  they  influence  my  action  in  the 
(lightest  degree.  .  The  gentleman  a  few  days 
igo  complained  that  there  was  incorporated  in 
his  bill  in  regard  to  steamboats  and  the  pro- 
ection  of  life,  a  very  large  and  broad  qaes- 
ioo  which  properly  belon|;s  to  the  judiciary, 
o  my  surprise  to-day  he  introduces  into  the 
louse  six  sections,  which  embrace  a  very  wide 
eld  relating  to  charters  and  losses  by  fire  and 
Hiaiage,  and  which  are,  in  fact,  not  at  all  rele- 
etnt  to  the  bill  which  the  House  has  had  under 
iscussion,  aud  which  I  admit  demand  the 
reaiest  care  and  consideration  by  themselves, 
lucb  more  than  the  brief  time  allowed  under 
te  rule  by  the  House  will  permit;  and  if 
te  gentleman  will  introduce  a  separate  bill 
n ending  and  defining  the  law  of  1861|  I  will 
lost  cheerfully  sustain  him. 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  provision  of  section 
uty-ihree  is  not  extraordinary,  as  the  gentle- 
asD  has  stated.  It  is  simply  a  definition  of 
rhat  shall  be  the  law  under  the  present  bill, 
ind  it  is  calculated  to  prevent  the  opening  of 
he  very  questions  which  are  now  in  our  courts, 
confess  that  I  notice  with  some  degree  of 
taio  that  almost  a  panic  has  arisen  in  the 
omm unity  in  regard  to  accidents.  It  is  not 
on  fined  to  accidents  by  steamboats,  but  it 
caches  all  modes  of  travel  by  land  and  b^ 
ea.  We  are  liable  upon  questions  of  this 
ind  to  enact  laws  under  such  circumstances 
bat  may  inflict  great  hardships  upon  innocent 
Mrties.  The  people  have  rights,  and  so  also 
ave  corporations.  I  have  yet  to  find  that 
ecause  a  man  happens  by  an  investment  to 
e  one  of  a  corporation  he  is  necessarily  a 
riminal.  The  very  idea  of  corporation  is  con- 
eived  for  the  benefit  of  the  public :  it  enables 
le  community  to  profit  by  the  consolidation 
f  capital ;  the  rates  of  transportation  are  re- 
uced,  and  the  community  is  mutually  inter- 
sted  in  protecting  the  traveling  community 
nd  those  who  provide  facilities  for  them. 
n  my  own  Slate,  so  far  has  the  construe- 
on  of  the  law  as  to  common  carriers  been 
onstrued  that  an  axle  of  a  locomotive  break- 
ig  and  loss  of  life  ensuing  the  courts  have 
eld  that  although  the  flaw  or  defect  was 
ot  discemable  to  the  human  eye,  the  com- 
any  are  presumed  to  know,  taus  virtually 


making  common  carriers  insurers  of  human 
lives.  What  a  parody  on  justice  is  this!  And 
by  our  want  of  definition  which  this  section 
is  intended  to  convey  we  are  perpetuating  this 
fallacy. 

I  have  replied  thus  briefly  to  the  argument 
of  the  gentleman  who  preceded  me  [Mr. 
Kerb,]  and  I  will  not  detain  the  House  longer. 
I  hope  the  House  will  sustain  the  action  of 
(he  committee,  who  have  bestowed  a  great  de- 
gree of  care  and  consideration  upon  this  ques- 
tion, one  member  of  which,  tne  gentleman 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  CoNOsa,]  having  drafted 
the  existing  law,  and  the  genleman  who  intro- 
duced the  bill,  [Mr.  Neolby,]  has  also  given 
to  this  whole  stfoject  a  degree  of  attention  that 
the  House  can  scarcely  estimate.  I  do  not 
think  the  House  can  improve  upon  the  bill; 
and  certainly  the  amendments  as  offered  by 
the^  gentleman  from  Indiana,  even  with  the 
deliberation  to  which  the  subject  is  entitled, 
can  be  subsequently  acted  upon.  I  therefore 
hope  the  section  reported  by  the  committee 
will  be  sustained. 

Mr.  PEURY,  of  Ohio.  I  need  not  say  to 
the  legal  gentlemen  of  this  House  that  from 
time  immemorial  there  has  been  a  system  of 
maritime  law  distipct  from  the  common  law 
and  disiiuct  from  the  civil  law ;  and  that  sys- 
tem has,  in  whole  or  in  part,  been  carried  into 
leginlative  ensctments  in  France,  in  England, 
in  northern  Europe,  and  in  this  country  ;  that 
the  admiralty  jurisdiction  is  generally  coex- 
tensive with  that  system  of  maritime  law.  The 
feature  of  it  to  which  I  now  call  attention  is  a 
limitation  of  personal  liability  of  the  owners 
of  shipping. 

The  act  of  1851,  which  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  had  read  at  the  Clerk's 
desk  the  other  day,  was  intended  to  embody 
that  maritime  law  in  its  limitations  upon  the 
liabilities  of  ship-owners.  Its  provisions  \e(i 
open  certain  questions  of  jurisdiction  as  to 
what  court  should  apportion  the  liability,  and 
as  to  the  modes  of  procedure.  The  recent 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Gourt  of  the  United 
State.^,  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
has  alluded,  has  covered  that  ground,  so  that 
it  makes  a  clear  and  distinct  rule  of  action, 
and  defines  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  and 
the  limits  of  the  liability  of  the  owners. 
Therefore,  as  we  now  have  it,  it  is  distinct 
and  well  known  to  lawyers  engaged  in  that 
line  of  business,  and  there  is  no  necessity  for 
its  being  more  diHtinot. 

But  the  act  of  1851,  in  its  closing  section, 
provided  that  it  should  not  be  applicable  to 
river  aud  inland  navigation.  Since  that  time 
it  has  been  extended  to  navigation  upon  the 
lakes ;  but  it  has  not  been  extended  to  river 
navigation.  As  gentlemen  all  know,  the  ad- 
miralty jurisdiction  has  been  extended  from 
tide  water  first  to  the  lakes,  and  finally  to  the 
rivers.  My  amendment  proposes  to  transfer 
that  system,  as  provided  in  the  act  of  1861,  in 
its  simplicity  and  in  its  totality,  without  quali- 
fication and  without  variation,  to  our  western 
rivers;  a  system  perfectly  known  and  well 
understood  by  lawyers;  that  is  the  whole 
of  it. 

Now,  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Keri;]  rehearses  the  act  of  1851, 
but  with  variations  and  modifications,  the  pre- 
cise result  of  which  no  lawyer  can  tell ;  at  least 
I  cannot.  We  have  not  time  now  to  consider 
it.  It  is  a  reiinacting  of  the  system  with  new 
sections  and  with  variations.  Instead  of  that. 
I  propose  bv  the  language  of  the  forty-third 
section  of  this  bill  as  originally  drawn,  but 
omitting  the  clause  proposing  tp  extend  it  to 
new  subjects,  to  transfer  the  system  to  the  west- 
ern rivers  exactly  as  it  is  now  applied  to  ex- 
ternal commerce,  to  eastern  rivers,  aud  to  the 
lakes.  And  I  know  of  no  reason  why  that 
should  not  be  done. 

The  amendment  of  the  |;entleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Townsbnd]  u  the  same  as  my 
amendment  with  this  exception :  in  addition 


to  that  transfer  of  the  act  of  1851  to  the  rivers, 
this  language  is  added : 

And  saeli  provisions  and  limitations  are  also  ax- 
tended  and  applied  to  all  otaima  for  losses  of  life  or 
personal  iojury,  both  as  against  the  owner  or  owners, 
charterer  or  ooarterers.  of  the  vessel,  and  the  cap- 
tain, mate,  engineer,  and  pilot  thereof. 

Mr.  POTTER.  If  the  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment,  I  will  say 
that  as  I  understand  the  determination  of  the 
committee  the  proviso  to  which  he  refers  is  not 
included  in  the  amendment  which  they  have 
offered,  but  that  they  have  offered  an  amend- 
ment which  in  substance  is  the  same  as  that 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Perbt.]  My 
colleague  [Mr.  Townsend]  will  stare  whether 
his  amendment  includes  the  proviso  ? 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  My  amend- 
ment is  the  whole  of  the  forty-thiid  section  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  understood  that  the  com- 
mittee had  agreed  to  that  section  without  the 
proviso. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  One  word  as  to  the 
change  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  extention  of 
the  act  to  personal  liability  for  loss  of  life.  It 
is  nothing;  there  is  no  such  liability  now  by 
the  maritime  law  of  the  owners  except  where 
they  are  themnelves  in  fault.  So  far  as  it  ex- 
tends to  the  officers  of  the  vessel,  the  captain, 
f>ilot,  &e.,  it  apparently  relieves  them  from 
lability  for  losses  of  life  and  damage  to  per- 
son by  their  own  fault.  And  if  it  is  suscep- 
tible of  that  construction,  it  ought  not  to  be  in 
the  law.  So  far  as  it  relieves  owners  who  are 
not  in  fault,  they  are  already  relieved  by  the 
maritime  law  if  it  shall  be  extended  as  I  wish 
it  to  be,  in  its  simplicity  and  totaiiiv.  In  my 
judgment,  it  should  not  be  extended  tQ  the 
captains,  mates,  and  others  engaged  in  hand- 
ling vessels,  so  as  to  exonerate  them  from 
liability  for  their  own  fault. 

On  that  account  I  propose  to  strike  out  the 
clause  extending;  it  to  the  owners  and  navi- 
gators of  the  ship,  and  leave  it  in  its  totality 
as  it  is  when  applied  to  foreign  and  external 
commerce,  to  eastern  rivers  and  to  the  lakes. 
Itis  simply  a  section  transferring  the  maiiiime 
law  as  provided  in  the  act  of  1851  to  the  west- 
ern rivers  without  extension  or  variation.  That 
is  the  whole  of  it;  and  I  propose  to  doit  with- 
out reciting  again  those  sections,  and  without 
the  modifications  raising  doubts  and  confusion 
which  I  think  would  be  raised  by  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Kerb.]  If  I  had  more  time  of  course  I  would 
say  more  upon  this  subject 

Mr.  CONGER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  given 
the  subject  under  discussion  a  great  deal  of 
consideration  within  the  last  year  or  two ;  and 
from  my  examination  of  it  I  have  become 
convinced  that  the  better  way  would  be  for  us 
to  modify  the  law  of  1861  as  an  independent 
law,  and  extend  its  provisions  as  proposed  here 
over  all  the  waters  of  the  United  States ;  not 
confining  them  as  they  are  now  confined,  to  the 
navigation  of  the  ocean  and  the  great  lakes. 
During  the  preparation  of  this  bill  I  had 
desired  that  the  committee  might  prepare  such 
amendments  to  the  law  of  1851  as  they  deem 

E roper  and  have  them  passed  upon  in  this 
Louse  before  this  bill  should  be  acted  upon. 
But  we  have  failed  in  that  effort. 

One  reason  why  I  think  it  better  that  the 
limitation  of  liability  should  be  embraced  in 
an  independent  act  is  this :  if  such  a  provision 
be  inserted  in  a  law  designed  especially  to 
limit  the  liability  of  shipownets  the  construc- 
tion of  the  law  as  a  public  act  by  th«  courts 
in  any  ^iven  case  would  be  in  favor  of  those 
whom  It  was  intended  to  protect;  whereas,  if 
the  provision  should  be  inserted  in  a  bill  hav- 
ing another  and  a  different  object — the  secur- 
ity of  the  lives  of  passengers  on  steam  vessels, 
&c.,  it  would  appear  in  such  a  measure  us  a 
penal  clause,  and  would,  I  submit,  be  con- 
strued by  the  courts  most  unfavorably  as  against 
the  ship-owners. 
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No^i  Mr.  Speaker,  ihere  have  been  under 
the  law  of  1^1  namerous  decisions  in  our 
circuit  courts  as  well  as  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  Thus  the  law,  as  it  is  now 
in  operation,  has  been  judicially  defined  or 
construed.  Those  decisions  are  known,  under- 
stood, and  acceded  to  by  the  commercial  world 
as  law.  1  think  it  very  proper  and  desirable 
that  (decisions  of  such  importance  and  weight 
should  stand  until  the  necessity  of  changing  the 
law  upon  which  they  are  based,  thereby  upset- 
ting ail  those  decisions,  shall  be  very  apparent 
and  very  clear.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  1  have 
agreed  with  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  com- 
mittee that  section  forty-three  should  be  em- 
bodied in  this  bill  so  as  to  extend  to  all  the 
waters  of  the  United  States  the  provisions  of 
the  law  relating  to  the  limitation  of  the  lia- 
bility of  common  carriers,  while  at  the  same 
time  avoiding  any  such  change  in  the  law  as 
might  sweep  away  the  decisions  of  our  courts 
in  construing  it.  I  have  objected  fo  the  addi- 
tion of  that  part  of  sectiqn  forty-three  com- 
mencing after  the  word  *^  applies,"  in  line 
twelve,  which  is  left  out  in  the  amendmeut  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio.  Therefore  I  concur 
most  heartily  in  supporting  the  gentleman^ s 
amendment,  providing  simply  for  extending  to 
alt  the  waters  of  the  United  States  a  known 
law  which  has  been  interpreted  by  numerous 
an^  wellrecognizedf  judicial,  decisions. 

t  desire  to  say  further  that  it  is  my  earnest 
desire  that  the  attention  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee or  spmC  other  committee  should  be 
given  as  early  as  possible  to  a  revision  of  the 
law  of  1851,  not  only  extending  its  provisions 
as  proposed  in  this  bill,  but  making  such 
additions  and  modifications  as  it  is  apparent 
to  gentlemen  of  the  legal  profession  ana  to  all 
who.  have  examined  this  subject  ought  to  be 
made.  But,  sir,  these  changes  ought  to  be 
adopted  with  extreme  care  and  after  great 
deliberation — after  cateful,  anxious,  and  earn- 
est inquiry  and  study ;  for  changes  in  such  a 
law,  anecting  the  commerce  and  business  hab- 
its of  all  interested  in  navigation  in  this  coun- 
try, may,  if  not  carefullv  considered,  have 
results  which  #e  can  hardly  foresee. 

t  may  sav  further  that  in  some  of  ttie  slmiend* 
ments  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Kerr]  I  concur  most  heartily.  I  believe  that 
some  of  them  should  be  embodied  in  the  re- 
vision of  the  law  of  1851 ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  alf  of  them  should  ever  be  enacted,  and 
especially  in  a  law  in  regard  to  the  security 
of  life.  Such  of  those  provisions  as  mav  be 
proper  for  adoption  should  in  my  view  be 
embraced  in  An  ametidment  of  the  original 
lithitation  Ia#  of  1851. 

I  will  add  but  one  remark.  After  the  most 
careful,  earnest,  and  tortious  inquity  and  study 
which  I  have  been  able  to  give  this  subject,  I 
believe  that  the  best  thing  this  House  can  now 
do  ^lih  our  limited  time  for  the  cotisiaerfttiori 
of  the  question  is  to  sLdopt  th^  anlendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  which  is 
the  fdrtythit'd  section,  ^ith  the  exception  of 
the  la^t  cUuse.  When  that  has  been  itibor- 
porated  iti  th^  bill,  the  Judiciary  Comtxiittee 
or  sbnde  other  bominittee  ciln  prepare  such 
ahiendnients  to  the  law  of  1851  As  will  extend 
its  opbrHtioti  over  lill  the  waters  of  the  Utiited 
States,  at  the  sdihe  tithe  inserting  a  clausb 
i-epealitig  this  SetstioH,  ^hich  Will  th^n  bCJ  bo 
longei-  tiefedfed. 

Mh  KERR.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  ktlj;^&ttfS  to  b^ 
the  pblicv  of  gentlemen  who  fkvor  the  enact- 
ment df  this  law  of  1851,  by  tnere  reference  to 
it,  tb  enabt  Wnat  they  concede  td  be  a  bad  law, 
td  be  an  iniperfebt  one,  if  riot  a  very  bad  one, 
^Ith  the  reserved  pui-pose  or  intent  at  some 
fUtUl-e  time  to  revise  or  recdusider,  and  pdssl- 
bljr  lo  repteal  that  Ifeiw.  Now,  sit*,  I  Am  per- 
sdhdll^  unwilling  to  make  laws,  ot  to  AU\  in 
rbakiiig  laws,  dh  an^  principle  of  thdt  kind. 
The  gentlehiah  |)rdpoSeS  by  mere  rfeference  to 
li  \Air  bf  «i^ht  ^ebtions  to  i-e^htict  it,  (br  that 
is  what  it  mean^,  aad  to  apply  li  to  ne^  Bub^ 


jects- matter,  to  give  them  a  new  range  and 
power,  and  that,  too,  without  any  intelligent 
consideration  of  the  law  itself.  I  protest 
against  that  kind  of  legislation.  I  say  it  is 
most  dangerous,  and  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try dught  to  repel  it  as  involving  a  most  pal- 
pable neglect  of  their  interests  and  rights. 

I  ask  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  if  he  can 
answer  now,  at  this  minute,  what  are  the  pro- 
visions df  the  fdurth  sectidn  df  the  law  of 
1851  f  The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
ToWKSEND,]  in  my  eye  at  this  time,  canuotdo 
it  without  reading  it.  It  is  a  law  ddost  com- 
plicated; a  difficult  section,  never  finally  con- 
strued by  the  Supreme  Court,  and  no  one 
knows  just  what  it  means,  or  how  it  shall  be 
enforced.  I  believe  it  means  this :  after  the 
third  section  of  the  law  of  1851  concedes  ex- 
emption to  ship-owners  against  loss  or  damage 
to  pTGpttiy^  this  fourth  section  prdposes  td  go 
further  and  prdvide  that  wherever  a  ship  )ms 
met  with  an  accidettf,  dr  has  collided  With 
andther  ship,  and  the  resalt  hag  been  that  bdth 
df  the  vessels  have  gdne  doWA,  and  all  the 
fi'eigfat  and  all  the  property  on  board  and  all 
the  lives  intrusted  to  the  keeping  of  th^  vessel 
have  gone  td  the  bdttdm  df  the  seas,  that  then 
the  dWners  df  th6  shrps  ilnay  go  ifirto  the  nearest 
district  court  of  the  United  States  and  there 
go  thrdtfghf  the  sdlemn  mdckery  And  farce  df. 
making  an  assignment,  fdr  the  benefit  dr  use 
df  the  ifij^ed  parties,  df  theif  interest  in  the 
lost  shipff,  in  tne  property  at  the  bottom  of  the 
sea,  and  whf6n  they  have  made  such  assign- 
ment, thej  may  take  up  their  hats  and  go  out 
of  the  cdurt  df  justice,  forever  discharged  frdm 
all  liability,  and  even  exempted  frdm  liaibiHty 
to  be  sueii  at  all  in  any  conrt,  by  any  one,  for 
either  loss  df  life  dr  Idss  df  property. 

In  Odd^snaine,  gentlemen,  I  ask  if  ydu  intend 
td  sit  here  and  tntke  laws  of  this  character  itf 
this  blind  ai!id  reckless  way?  It  does  not  be- 
come the  Cotigress  of  the  United  States  to 
legislaife  in  this  way.  It  is  a  law  which  really, 
in  my  judgment,  shdcksr  th6  civilizatidn  df  the 
ag6.  It  woufld  be  ah  outrage  upon  the  people 
wbd  are  in  the  habit  of  intrusting,  not  only 
thet^  own  lives,-  but  the  lives  of  theif  faniilies 
and  theif  pfopefty,  to  the  keeping  of  those 
Whoare  employed  by  the  owners  of  ships. 

It  is  against  this  kind  of  legislation,  Mr. 
Sptoker,  1  do  protest.  My  proposed  amend- 
ment omits  this  fourth  section  entirely  from 
the  law.  I  am  not  willing  under  any  possible 
circumstances  to  extend  this  exemption  from 
liability  to  exemption  from  liability  for  the 
loss  of  life  or  limb.  I  say  it  ought  never  to 
be  done,  it  is  Wrong  in  every  viewj  and  tends 
to  encouhige  reckless  conduct  in  those  who 
above  all  men  should  be  at  all  times  most  vigil- 
ant. The  Ideans  and  enginery  now  em- 
ployed in  the  commerce  of  the  world  are  so 
complicated^  so  difficult  to  mnnage,  so  liable 
by  utiskillfultlianagement  to  do  fearfnl  injury, 
that  the  rule  of  stHcthess  applied  heretofore 
against  common  carHers  ought  to  bci  intensi- 
fied f'fithct'  than  tellited;  aud  dfettaitily  it 
ought  tldt  td  be  reduced  in  any  way  whatever. 
It  ought  td  be  siicredly  preserved  in  the  inttit- 
ests  of  the  public  and  of  humanity;  and 
such  is  th6  lauguage  of  sotne  of  the  courts 
of  Juhtlce. 

It  is  S&id  td  h^  Wrdtlgtdi'&tftiH  this  stricttiess 
becfiuse  these  eitreme  fHUi  applied  td  t!dffl- 
mdu  cat-riet^  greW  tip  in  bast  tkg^s  when  there 
wet-e  public  t-dbbeH  and  bandits  filling  the 
highways  df  travel  and  CdMmerce  With  dan- 
gers, ahd  that  it  obght  now  td  be  l-elazed  for- 
ever, arid  common  carriers  ^nd  ship-owners 
should  b6  allowed  to  gd  ^'SCdt  free'*  df  all 
responsibility  for  the  careless  and  r&cklesS 
crimitjality  df  tb&  i&gents  whdm  they  empldy. 
That  is  precisely  what  this  bill  pt-oposds  in 
th^  forty-third  section  to  accdiliplish.  As  I 
have  said,  I  protest  against  it,  and  I  j^trotest 
against  all  such  legislation.  The  people  have 
rights  thiit  shoultlb^  ^iiaird^d  as  w^n  as  thd 
oWhers  of  tihips.    I  Will  dd  ho  itijustide  td  the 


latter,  but  they  shall  have  no  unjust  and  dss- 
gerous  privileges  and  exemptions  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  people  by  any  vote  of  mine. 

My  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  ToTrxsEMt^ 
tells  me  I  come  in  here  with  an  ameafjccrit 
of  six  sections  in  length  by  way  of  reproacb; 
and  when  he  tells  me  that,  I  remind  bim  v.i 
the  Hoase  that  he  proposes  to  enact  al&wof 
eight  sections,  by  mere  reference  to  it  bj  it* 
title  and  date,  without  printing,  without  coe 
sideratiou,  and  without  deliberation  of  sft 
kind ;  and  to  add  to  that  law  a  mogf  offensiiv 
and  indefensible  provision  extending  tbt 
exemptions  to  injuries  to  life  or  limb. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  Wilitlw 
gentleman  allow  me  to  interrupt  him? 

Mr.  KERR.     Certainly. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  By^^ 
ferring  to  the  fourth  line  he  will  see  that  the 
provisions  of  those  sections  would  be  eiteodd 
only  as  they  were  enacted  in  1851. 

Mr.  KERR.  The  gentlemsn's  Smefldicett 
is  a  regnactment  of  the  whole  law  of  1851,  iii 
that  whdle  lavr  embi'aces  eight  secTioos,  (d 
td  thuthe  adds  th«  prdvisidn  I  have  mentior.^, 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  df  New  York.  .N« 
at  all. 

Mr.  KERR.  Ndt  at  «ll!  Why,  what  dc« 
the  gentleman  mean  ?  I  hdld  m  my  hand  th 
forty-third  sectidn  df  this  Mil,  which,  by  a  ffifre 
reference  arid  (fescriptioriof  Ure  law,  pftyp'sei 
a  reeiwtct merit  df  the  law  df  1851,  an4  •* 
eitensidn  td  the  interior  eormnerce  of  is' 
country.  I  want  the  gentleman  ta  anderstsc-J 
what  this  thirig  means.  That  is  aHI&«k.  I 
am  not  opposing  the  interests  of  tLUjchsft/ 
men  in  this  countfy  so  long  as  they  come  hpe 
and  ask  us  what  is  jost  andfeasoQsble  \nmtl 
But  when  fhes*  geritlemen  engaged  m  tb 
commerce  confederate  themselves  fogrtlw. 
and  in  a  spirit  of  mere  self-seeking— and  Ijsf 
that  in  no  offensive  spirit,  for  I  sm  t^^- 
friend — come  here  with  a  law  cut  and  d^,  tsi 
tell  us  we  must  accept  it  in  this  blind  iirf  b- 
considerate  way,  I  say  to  them  it  is  tia*  tor 
them  td  stdp,  and  if  they  will  not,  h  h  f*™? 
fdr  this  Hduse  td  say  td  them  they  shsH  sto?. 
I  will  be  no  party  to  such  modes  of  in«t'o? 
solemn  and  important  laws.  My  smcBdinif^s 
go  to  the  verge  of  justice  and  souttd  poHcr  j 
hope  thev  will  be  satisfactory  lo  the  Hobs' « 
lieu  of  the  forty-third  section.  It  will  h^^ 
served  that  my  third  amendtoentproridrt:!!* 
the  value  of  the  interest  of  the  8hip-o«n«^ 
the  ship  in  case  of  IdSS  dr  liability  Aw  » 
taken  td  be  the  value  immediately  befort  Ik 
accruing  df  such  liability.  That  is  necejsiT 
The  law  df  1851  is  silent  dn  that  point.  It 
should  not  be  in  doubt  It  should  bein*» 
clear.     My  amendment  makes  it  so. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.]  ^      , 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusctta.  A  jotA 
or  two  to  the  House  as  to  the  history  of  tw 
law  of  18S1  may  enable  us  to  under«i«fid  ok 
e*act  point  of  difference  in  the  seteral  m^ 
silions  befdre  the  House.  All  in  this  H(W* 
can  remember  that  most  terrible  dissster,  tw 
burnirig  of  the  steamer  Lelingtod,  in  wfr 
Islatid  sdund,  whefemuch  property  and  mwf 
lives  wete  lost.  Thereupon  the  ownera  of  «^ 
tain  bullion  in  the  hands  of  Hawden'sExpi^ 
on  board  that  steamer  brought  suit  againJi jse 
owners  df  the  steam bdat  line,  wl»'ci»^"'^?, 
carried  td  the  United  States  Court.  IW^ 
cision  Will  be  found  in  6  Hdwafd.  Itwastb«« 
decided  that  by  the  Cdmrnon  maritime  la»  "» 
dWners  df  the  steambdat  line  ''«'f« '^lii 
and  that  whether  the  6re  was  caosed  br  wc^ 
negligence  dr  not,  they  were  liable.  i«' 
decision  was  made  In  1848.  Thereupon »' 
law  of  1861  was  enacted,  which  limw  "j 
liability  of  oWners  of  steam  vessel*  and  o^^ 
vessels  under  Certain  circomstances.  »»*  , 
law  extended  only  to  prdperty,  not  to  me  •^ 

limb.  '..^'i 

Now,  sfectidtt  fdrtythfeedfthecoinM«"« 
bill  cdtnea  iti  and  extends  that  law  oH?^ ' 
which  has  worked  WwU  enough  in  piK*«* 
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f»r  as  I  know;  first,  to  all  navigation ;  sec- 
ondly,  aad  there  I  aiffree  with  the  ameadment 
of  the  geiitlemaa  ifrom  Ohio,  [Mr.  Pebrt,]  it 
extends  the  4aw  of  16&1,  wliioh  only  dealt  with 
propertyf  to  life  and  limb.  In  that  respect 
sectioa  tbrty-4hciee  of  the  caniiBittee  is  cor- 
reeled  by  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  {Mr.  Pcrrt.] 

Now,  I  caanot  consent,  for  4Uke,  that  there 
shall  be  this  limit  of  liai>ility  on  the  owners 
in  case  of  injury  to  life  or  limb.  My  fxiend 
from  Ohio  *ay$j  very  properly,  that  by  tbe 
common  majitime  iaor  'there  is  no  liability 
for  loss  of  life.  Itis  a  maxim  of  the  common 
law,  **from^ea&  no  cause  of  action  arises.  *' 
But  by  the  law  of  nearly  aU  the  States  there 
is  a  stativte  liability  upon  common  carriers 
by  land  and  4ratcir  for  the  loss  of  life ;  and 
this  forty- third aection  weald  hare  taken  away 
that  statute  4d  iiability  by  the  oyerriding 
powex  of  iCoQ^ess  in  matters  of  commerce. 
Therefore,  I  cannot  consent  for  one  to  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Townsend]  to  section  forty-three.  Bat 
1  am  quite  content  with  the  atnendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Pbkrt.]  If  I 
nndacstaitd  the  sections  of  the  geotlemaB 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Kerr]  they  undertake  to 
put  in  form  of  words,  as  he  understands  them, 
the  provisions  .of  the  act  of  1861,  and  to  reea* 
act  them  as  he  thinks  they  ought  to  be.  I 
donbt  whether  we  are  in  a  condition  to  do  that 
Mr.  KJSEft.  IsubstsAtiallyxepeatthewords 
of  the  act  of  1851  in  my  sections  one,  two, 
four,  five,  and  six,  but  section  three  I  quite 
materially  change,  so  as,  in  my  judgment,  to 
l>riDg  it  within  the  exact  letter  of  the  conetito- 
tional  power  of  Congress  (oregulate  the  interior 
commerce  of  the  country.     Ihat  is  all  I  do. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massaohosetts.  Tben  I 
do  not  see  that  there  is  ranch  objection  to  the 
gentleman's  amendment.  . 

Mr.  K&liE.  }I  want  to  add  further  that  I 
omit  entirely  section  four  of  the  act  of  1851. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  should 
quite  agree  with  the  gentleman  in  that,  so  that 
between  us  there  is  not  much  difference.  The 
only  question  is  as  to  the  manner  of  effecting 
the  same  result,  but  the  position  on  which  i 
want  to  plant  myself  is  to  prevent  extending 
any  of  these  provisions  to  cases  of  injury  to 
life  and  limb.  I  do  not  want  to  come  in  here 
and  reenact  any  Westiieid  disaster.  I  have 
been  told  that  the  owners  of  the  VVestfield 
were^ot  liable  because  manv  of  the  orphans 
and  widows  owned  stock  in  the  company,  but 
not  half  as  many  as  the  orphans  and  widows 
of  the  men  who  perished  in  that  most  terrible 
disaster.  Let  us  hold  everybody  liable  for 
injury  to  life  and  limb. 

Mr.  NEQLEY.  I  think  this  subject  is  fully 
understood,  and  I  now  demand  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
yield  to  me  for  a  few  moments. 
Mr.  NEGLEY.  Very  well,  sir. 
Mr.  POTTER.  I  agree  with  the  f^entlemen 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Butler,]  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Perrt,]  and  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kerh,] 
in  thinking  that  so  much  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  TowvsENDj  as  relates  to  injuries  to  per- 
sons ought  not  to  be  adopted ;  and  I  ttfke  it 
that  will  be  the  general  sentiment*  of  the 
Uonse.  If  that  should  be  so,  the  question 
will  then  recur  upon  the  amendment  proposed 
hj  the  gendeman  from  Ohio,  which  is  to  limit 
the  liability  of  inland  carriers  by  steamboats 
in  reapect  of  goods  only,  but  not  in  respect 
>f  injuries  to  persons.  As  I  understood  the 
imeadment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  it 
proposes  to  limit  the  liability  of  these  inland 
:arrier8  by  water  in  respect  of  goods  to  the 
3xact  extent  to  which  sea- going  carriers  are 
low  limited  by  the  act  of  1851,  and  the  hon- 
>rable  gentleman  does  this  by  exteodiug  the 
LCl  of  1851,  by  referrio^  to  it  by  its  title  and 
Late  to  the  provisions  ot  this  law. 
On.  the  other  hand,  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 


ana [Mr.  Xerr]  is  willing  to  estend  a  port&on 
of  the  relief  aim>rded  to  aea-guin|;  earners  bf 
the  act  of  1851  to  the  inland  carriers,  bot  not 
the  entire  relief.  That  ts  the  diffN«Bce  be- 
tween these  three  propositiooa.  Now,  as  be- 
tween these  several  propositions  I  agree  wilji 
that  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  Xt  is  a 
very  serious  thing  to  (Change  lihe  whole  common 
law  in  respect  of  coouaon  carriers,  the  result 
of  ages  of  experience,  upon  a  short  debate  in 
one  simgle  afternoon.  Without  further  ezitm- 
ination  and  considecatioo  I  am  not  at  all 
prepared  to  go  further  than  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana.  It  js  true,  ap  he 
has  said  here,  that  by  a  late  decision  jof  the 
Supreme  Court  it  has  been  held  to  be  the  effect 
of  the  fourth  section  of  the  law  iof  1851  that 
if  a  vessel  ia  totally  lost  at  sea  by  collision 
without  actual  fault  of  the  owners  they  are  in 
effect  absolutely  discharged  from  their  liability 
in  respect  of  any  dami^e  that  may  have  re- 
sulted to  properly  on  board  the  ship  .because 
of  the  loss  of  the  vessel  or  the  cargo.  The 
limit  of  the  ca^rier'^  liability  being  in  case 
of  collision  and  other  cases  embraced  in  that 
section  of  the  law  of  1851,  the  value  of  the  ship 
and  freight;  when  these  are  lost,  further 
liability  ceases,  and  the  owner  can  jo  fure^rer 
acot  free.  Let  jme  read  a  aaateoce  from  that 
decision  to  show  that  such  is  the  effect  of  that 
law. 

*'  IhU  UabUlty  of  the  ship^owat ra  "— 

Say  the  court — 


**may  be  diaobacged  by  their  sarrendarinc  and  aa- 
si^niiur  to  a  truatee  ibr  the  benefit  of  the  partj 
Injared  in  pursuance  of  the  Ibarth  seotion  of  the  act, 


the  vessel  and  freight,  altbough  these  may  have  been 
diminished  in  value  by  the  collision  or  other  casualty 
daring  the  voyage ;  and  it  seems  that  if  they  are 
totally  lost,  the  owners  will  be  entirely  discharged." 

Now,  sir,  it  seems  to  me  that  this  was  an 
extreme  measure  of  relief  to  apply  even  to 
the  sea-going  carriers  of  the  country,  and  I 
am  not  now  prepared  to  go  to  that  extent  in 
respeot  of  relieving  the  inland  carriers  by 
water.  I  can  well  understand  that  the  steam*  « 
boat  interest  naturally  want  to  be  relieved 
from  all  the  liabilities  growing  out  of  their 
business ;  but  we  are  here  not  to  protect  that 
interest  only,  but  rather  to  protect  those  who 
travel  and  send  goods  by  these  carriers.  While, 
therefore}  I  Mm  willing  to  go  now  to  a  consid 
eiable  extent  in  the  dioection  of  relieving  the 
inlaud  carriers  by  water  from  liabilities  €rom 
whicb  sea-going  carriers  ure  relieved,  I  am  not 
now  willing  to  go  further  in  this  direction  than 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  proposes,  and  not 
so  far  as  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  has  pro^ 
poaed;  still  less  to  extending  to  the  carriers  such 
relief  from  liability  for  injuries  to  life  and 
limb  as  my  colleague  [Mr.  Tovvssnd]  pro- 
poses. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  gentleman 
permit  me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  POTTEB.     Certainly. 

Mr.  PEiiUY,  of  Ohio.  Why  should  aot  the 
same  enactment  extend  to  western  commerce 
and  inlan.d  commerce  as  to  external  commeree? 

Mr.  PO  ITER.  That  inquiry  opens  up  the 
whole  subject  of  the  difference  between  the  tw<» 
sorts  of  navigation.^  I  supposed  the  theory  of 
the  law  of  1851,  which  was  confined  to  carriers 
on  the  high  seas,  was  that  carriers  on  the  seas 
from  the  very  nature  of  things  are  exposed  to 
more  casualties  and  unavoidable  losses  than 
inland  carriers  are. 

Mr*  HOLM  AN.  So  far  as  the  proposition 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Perryj  is 
concerned,  I  understand  it  to  be  a  pro|^08ition 
to  leave  the  original  forty-third  section  of  tliis 
bill  substantially  as  presented  by  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce.  I  may  say  here  to  the 
House,  with  the  concurrence,  I  think,  of  all 
the  members  of  that  committee,  that  that  sec- 
tion, leaving  out  the  words  proposed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  to  be  omitted,  would 
stand  as  intended  by  the  committee. 

Therefore,  in  the  verpr  outset  I  would  say, 
and  in  that  respect  1  think  I  express  the  sen- 
timents of  all  the  members  of  tne  Committee 


op  Commerce,  that  after  a  very  careful  con- 
sideration  of  that  section,  it  was  not  intended 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1861  so 
as  to  diminish  the  liability  for  loss  of  life  or 
limb  resulting  from  acts  for  which  a  ^iomrnon 
carrieif  oaght  to  be  held  liable.  I  think  there 
will  be  no  diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  striking  out  the  words  which  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  proposes  to  have  stricken 
out. 

I  think  the  real  point  of  the  controversy 
hinges  altogether  upon  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act  of  1861.  With  that  fourth  section 
stricken  out,  I  must  say  that  in  my  opinion 
neither  ship-owners  or  steamboat*owners,  nor 
those  who  travel  on  steamboats,  so  far  as  onr 
inland  waters  are  concerned,  would  have  the 
least  ground  of  complaint.  And  i  wish  to  call 
the  attention,  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  on 
this  question  the  vessel- owners  alone  have 
been  beard.  The  traveling  public,  of  coarse, 
have  not  been  represented  in  this  matter,  by 
committees  or  otherwise,  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  or  in  any  form  before  this 
House.  The  general  public  have  not  been 
heard.  In  their  behalf  I  desire  to  submit  the 
proposition  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Town&end,] 
Ihat  is,  the  original  forty  third  section  of  this 
bill,  by  inserting  a  clause  excepting  the  fourth 
section  of  the  act  of  1861.  Let  that  forty- 
third  section  be  adopted,  with  the  ejmendmei^t 
l^oposed  by  the  gentleman  firom  Ohio  [Mr. 
Pefuitj  and  with  a  provision  excepting  the 
fourth  section  of  the  act  of  1851. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  What  is  the  foarth 
section  of  the  act  of  1851? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  onljr  effect  of  that 
section,  if  reenacted  in  this  bill,  would  be  to 
release  absolutely  steamboat-owners  from  lia- 
bility in  the  event  of  their  signing  over  their 
interest  in  a  vessel ;  if  a  vessel  is  lost,  nnder 
that  section  ail  liability  on  the  part  of  the 
owners  will  be  gone.  I  do  not  believe  that  it 
is  in  the  interest  of  the  steamboat-owners  of 
the  West  that  that  fourth  section  should  be 
retained.  It  would  so  entirely  do  away  with 
all  liability  of  the  owners  of  vessels  lor  loss 
of  life  and  property  that  the  traveling  public 
would  be  induced  to  abandon  those  lines  of 
travel  which  uuder  ordinary  circumstances 
are  the  most  pleasant^  and  to  take  railroad 
transportation.  And  I  know  that  so  far  as  the 
public  are  concerned  Congress  ought  at  least 
to  secure  to  them  those  guarantees  of  security 
which  would  exist  in  the  absence  of  this 
fourth  section  of  the  act  of  1851.  I  therefore 
ask  unanimous  consent  to  move  and  have 
pending  an  amendment  to  the  aection  moved 
bv  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Tow^'SKND,]  the  words  *' except  the  fourth 
section  of  said  act "  to  be  inserted  after  the 
words  ''an  act  to  limit  the  liability  of  ship- 
owners, and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
March  3,  1851." 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Can  that  amend- 
ment be  offered  in  the  present  condition  of 
this  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  cannot,  except  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Perby]  will  at  least  allow  the  amend- 
ment to  be  pending,  so  that  we  may  have  an 
opportunity  to  vote  upon  it. 

Sir.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  would  not  object 
to  that  if  I  can  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard 
upon  it.  But  I  do  not  want  the  amendment 
voted  upon  wh^n  only  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  HoLMAyj  has  spoken  upon  it. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Would  not  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Towvsend]  be  still  open  to  amendment  after 
the  amendment  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Perrt] 
has  been  voted  upon  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands 
that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
NegletJ  Uesires  to  call  the  previous  question 
upon  the  bill  and  pending  amenduientR. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.     1  tuggebt  to  the  gen- 
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tie  man  from  Pennsylvania  to  allow  nt  to  vote 
upon  the  amendment  to  the  substitate  before 
he  calls  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  will  not  object  to  that, 
if  it  can  be  done  without  further  debate. 

The  question  was  then  taken  npdn  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Perrt,  of  Ohio,  to  the 
substitute  proposed  by  Mr.  Townsbmd,  of  New 
York ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  further  to  amend 
the  amendment  of  (he  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Townsbnd]  by  inserting  '*  except 
the  fourth  section  of  said  act"  after  the  words 
*^an  act  to  limit  the  liability  of  shipowners, 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  March  8, 
1861." 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  that  his  amend- 
ment should  be  in  this  form :  *'  except  the  last 
clause  of  the  fourth  section  of  said  act."  That 
is  the  only  clause  to  which  objection  is  taken. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  fourth  section  of 
the  act  of  1851  be  read,  the  House  will  be 
better  informed  on  this  subject.  I  ask  the 
Clerk  to  read  that  section. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"If  apy  such  embeulement,  loss,  or  dostraotion 
shall  be  suffered  by  several  freighters  or  owners  of 
goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  or  any  property  what- 
ever, on  the  same  voyage,  and  the  whole  value  of  the 
ship  or  veM8el»  and  her  freight  for  the  voyage,  shall 
sot  be  sufficient  to  make  compensation  to  each  of 
thorn,  they  shall  receive  eompensation  from  the 
owner  or  owners  of  the  ship  or  vessel  in  proportion 
to  their  respective  losses;  and  for  that  purpose  the 
said  freighters  and  owners  of  the  property,  and  the 
owner  or  owners  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  or  any  of  them, 
may  take  the  appropriate  proceedings  in  any  court 
for  the  purpose  of  apportioning  the  sum  for  which 
tho  owner  or  owners  of  the  ship  or  vessel  may  be 
liable  among  the  parties  entitled  thereto.  And  it 
shall  be  deemed  a  sufficient  compliance  with  the 
requirements  of  this  act,  on  the  part  of  such  owner 
or  owners,  if  he  or  they  shall  transfer  his  or  their 
interest  in  such  vessel  and  freight  for  the  benefit  of 
such  claimants  to  a  trustee,  to  be  appointed  by  any 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  to  act  as  such  trus- 
tee for  the  person  or  persons  who  may  prove  to  be 
legally  entitled  thereto;  from  and  after  which  trans- 
fer all  claims  and  proceedings  against  the  owner  or 
owners  shall  cease. ' 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  accept  the  modifica- 
tion suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan, [Mr.  CONOBR?] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan proposes  to  modify  my  amendment  so  as 
to  except  only  the  last  clause  of  the  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  1851.  With  that  motion 
pending,  I  hope  the  House  will  sustain  the 
demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  modify  his  amendment  as  suggested 
by  the  gentleman  from  Michigan? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  do  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  Then  the  proposition  of 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan  cannot  be  enter- 
tained, because  the  power  of  amendment  is 
already  exhausted. 

Mr.  OONQER.  May  I  not  offer  it  as  a  sub- 
stitute? 

The  SPEAKER.  No  further  amendment  is 
in  order  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  hope  unanimous  consent 
may  be  given  thatmy  amendment  may  be  con- 
sidered as  pending. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan will  be  entertained. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  is  npon 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan, [Mr.  CoNQER,]  to  so  amend  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Holman]  as  to  insert  after  *'  1851,''  in  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  TowNSEND,]  the  words  **  except  the  last 
clause  of  the  fourth  section  of  said  act.'' 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Conger  was  not 
acrrpcd  to. 

Tho  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Holman]  to  amend  the  amendment 


of  the  ffentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Towv- 
sbnd]  oy  inserting  after  *'1851"  the  words 
**  except  the  fourth  section  of  said  act." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  the  substitute  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Townsend]  as  amended. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  ask  consent  to  state  one 
defect  in  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  1851. 
It  Is  an  extremely  important  point. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  The  gentleman  has  dis- 
cussed this  subject  at  length ;  let  us  now  have 
a  vote. 

The  SPEAKER.  No  further  amendment 
can  be  entertained. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  wish  to  say  that  section 
three  of  the  law  of  1851,  as  it  now  stands, 
fixes  no  time  when  the  value  of  the  vessel 
shall  be  taken • 

Mr.  CONGER.    I  demand  the  regular  order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
demanded,  debate  is  not  in  order. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  Mr.  Townsend,  of  New  York,  there 
were! — ayes  59,  noes  89 ;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  this  proposition. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  move  that  the  House 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    I  hope  not. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  there  were — ayes  62,  noes  88. 

8o  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  accord- 
ingly (at  four  o'clock  and  fifteen  minutes  p. 
m.)  the  House  ac^ourned. 


PETITIONS,  ETO. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  COX :  The  petition  of  William  D. 
Stewart  and  others,  remonstrating  against 
the  reduction  of  duty  on  stone  and  earthen- 
wai^ 

By  Mr.  CRITCHER.  The  petition  of  D. 
A.  Bennett  and  200  others,  citizens  of  Vir- 
ginia, praying  Congress  to  impose  a  duty  of 
one  cent  per  pound  on  sumac. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS:  The  petition  of  W.  H. 
Bradley  and  others,  of  Hancock  county,  West 
Virginia,  remonstrating  against  the  proposed 
reduction  of  the  duty  on  earthenware  or  stone- 
ware. 

By  Mr.  EAMES:  The  petition  of  James 
E.  Allison,  captain  company  I,  first  regiment 
United  States  artillery,  for  payment  of  bounty. 

Also,  the  petition  of  George  Gibbs  and 
others,  citizens  of  Rhode  Island,  for  indem- 
nity for  French  spoliations  on  American  com- 
merce. 

By  Mr.  ELY:  The  petition  o(  residents 
of  the  city  of  New  York,  in  favor  of  reserving 
the  remaining  public  lands  for  actual  settlers. 

By  Mr.  FINKBLNBURG:  The  petition  of 
certain  earthen  and  stoneware  manufacturers 
of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  concerning  duties  on 
imports. 

By  Mr.  GOODRICH :  The  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Dryden,  Tompkins  county,  New  York, 
for  increased  pensions  to  disabled  soldiers. 

By  Mr.  HAY :  The  petition  of  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  praying  that  pensions  may 
be  paid  through  postmasters. 

Also,  the  petition  of  pensioners  of  Illinois, 
praying  Congress  to  enact  a  law  providing  for 
payment  of  pensions  through  postmasters. 

By  Mr.  McJUNKIN :  The  petition  of  Lewis 
C.  White,  Frank  W.  Vaughn,  L.  B.  Dickey, 
and  15  others,  late  soldiers  in  the  Union 
Army,  and  to  whom  pensions  are  paid,  pray- 
ing that  the  pensions  heretofore  withheld  from 
the  pensioner  on  account  of  his  employment 
in  the  civil  service  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  paid  to  said  pensioner  if  living,  or  to  his 
widow,  children,  or  dependent  relatives  if  dead. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Byers,  of 
Butler  county,  Pennsylvania,  dependent  father 


of  Thomas  8.  Byers  and  James  M.  Byen,  Ute 
privates  in  company  E,  one  haDdredaodthit^ 
regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteera,  sod  who 
died  in  the  service,  for  pension  or  oi her  relief. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Kiduej,  Utea 
private  in  company  D,  thinieth  rt-giiDtDt 
United  States  inlJEUitry,  for  invalid  peosioo. 

By  Mr.  MERRIAM:  The  memorial  of  Wil- 
liam  Clark  and  others,  of  Little  Falls,  Nti 
York,  in  fiaivor  of  protection  to  Ameriao 
labor. 

By  Mr.  L.  MYERS:  liie  petiUon  of  B^ 
becca  A.  Marcher,  executrix  of  Robert  M&rcit« 
er,  deceased,  for  extension  of  letters-ptteii 
for  an  improvement  in  machinery  fore&uD- 
eling  moldings,  &c. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Mary  Honis, 
praying  compensation  for  property  destcoyid 
at  Camp  Lee,  Virginia,  in  1866. 

By  Mr.  POLAND:  The  petition  of  £.  C. 
Burke  and  160  others,  citizens  of  Springiieid, 
Vermont,  praying  the  passage  of  an  ui  iii- 
creasing  pensions  of  disabled  soldien  ud 
teamen. 

By  Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS:  The  petition  of 
residents  of  Butternuts  and  Granville,  Kvw 
York,  for  the  importation  of  pig  lead  free  of 

By  Mr.  SWANN:  The  petition  of  Mn. 
Desire  L.  Hoffman,  of  Maryland,  pra)iog  i 
pension. 

By  Mr.  UPSON :  The  petition  of  Besttj' 
Atwater  &  Co.,  and  others,  citizens  of  Mftesi.- 
Ion,  Ohio,  against  the  reduction  of  duij  oo 
salt. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Begges  k  Sinclairud 
others,  citizens  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  pra}ii| 
thatsuch  discriminating  duties  beteW^oDtU 
imported  manufactures  as  will  render  uD- 
stantial  protection  to  labor. 

By  Mr.  WALDRON  :  The  petition  of  J.  S. 
Laphan  and   150   others,  citizens  of  Wt^ae 
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county,  Michigan,  asking  the  passage  of  lioi 
bill  No.  1788,  to  increase  pensions  of  diisbi 
soldiers. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Thursday,  April  4, 1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  H.  M.  Harhav,  Profeworof 
Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pennsylvania. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  procetdings  ws 
read  and  approved. 

ORDKR  OF  BU8INKSS. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  ask  the  unanimoos  cos 
sent  of  the  Senate  to  take  op  House  bill  No. 
874,  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of  a  coo 
mission  on  the  subject  of  the  wages  and  t&e 
hours  of  labor,  and  the  division  of  pro6u  be- 
tween labor  and  capital  in  the  United  Stitf*- 

M  r.  E  p  M  U  N  D8.  Let  us  go  througb  ^r. 
the  morning  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senatu^ 
from  Vermont  desires  the  morning  busineai  to 
be  first  considered. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  will  give  waj  to  the 
morning  business. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  can  atke 
his  motion  after  we  get  through  vitb  uie 
morning  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  objects  until  the  morniog  bad- 
ness shall  have  been  disposed  of. 

nOUSIB  BILLS  RBrSRRCD. 

The  following  bills  yesterday  received  froo 
the  House  of  Representatives  were  sewraHy 
read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  690)  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Iowaiin<i<?f 
the  provisions  of  the  homestead  laws ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  845)  to  quiet  the  titl«  to 
certain  lauds  in  the  State  of  Missouri ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2193)  to  prohibit  ceiU'a 
persons  from  entering  public  lands; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2194)  to  amend  the  town- 
site  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  for  the  ^^ 
lief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  cities  or  towns 
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of  Black  Hawk,  Central  City,  and  George- 
town, in  the  Territory  of  Colorado,  and  lor 
other  purposes ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2195)  relating  to  certain 
lands  in  the  State  of  Alabama. 

The  bill  (U.  K.  No.  1027)  to  perfect  navi- 
gation on  the  Mississippi  river  was  read  twice 
by  its  title. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  move  that  that  bill  lie 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     And  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  873)  for  the  relief  of 
settlers  on  the  Osage  lands,  in  the  State  of 
Kansas,  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  POMBttOY.  The  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs  have  reported  a  similar  bill.  I'he 
chairman  of  the  committee  is  not  in  his  seat 
at  this  moment,  bat  I  consulted  with  him  yes- 
terday on  this  subject,  and  we  agreed  to  a  slight 
amendment  of  the  date,  and  then  1  wanted  to 
pass  this  bill  with  that  amendment. 

Mr.  EDMDNDS.  You  cannot  do  that.  I 
think  the  bill  ought  to  be  printed  and  referred 
to  a  committee. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  let  it  lie  on  the 
table.  The  same  bill  has  been  printed,  and 
has  been  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  cannot  tell  whether 
the  same  bill  is  printed  or  not  without  looking 
at  it  so  far  as  I  am  concerned.  I  know  my 
friend  thinks  they  are  the  same,  but  I  have 
not  compared  them.  I  ask  that,  in  accordance 
with  the  rule,  this  House  bill  be  printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     Let  it  lie  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  motion 
has  priority  of  reference,  if  made.  The  bill 
will  be  printed  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2124)  granting  the  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  for  the  con- 
struction of «  railroad  from  Great  Salt  Lake  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  bill  does 
DOt  appear  to  have  come  from  any  committee 
in  the  Hoase.  To  what  committee  shall  it  be 
referred? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  To  the  Committee  on  the 
Pacific  Railroad. 

Mr.  COKBETT.    The  Committee  on  Public 

The' VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Kansas  moves  that  the  bill  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and 
the  Senator  from  Oregon  moves  to  amend  that 
by  inserting  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  A  precisely  similar  bill  has 
been  ander  consideration  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands.  Ori^nally  this  bill  pro- 
vided for  a  land  grant,  but  it  has  been  changed 
so  as  srmply  to  give  the  right  of  way,  and  I 
DOW  ask  to  have  it  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  here. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  think  that  bill  should 
clearly  eo  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific 
Railroad. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  for  the  Sen- 
ate to  decide.  The  first  motion  was  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Kansas,  unless  he  withdraws 
it,  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Pacific  Itailroad.  and  the  Senator  from  Oregon 
moves  to  amena  by  inserting  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  no  choice  in  the 
matter.  I  supposed  that  the  bill  belonged  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kansas  withdraws  his  motion. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  move  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Oregon  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands,  and  the  Senator  from 
Nevada  moves  to  amend  by  inserting  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  hope  that  reference  will 
not  be  made. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment. 


Mr.  CORBETT.     On  that  I  ask  for  the  yeaa 
and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  will  simply  state  my 
rea^^ons  for  desiring  the  reference  of  this  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands.  A  dupli- 
cate of  this  bill  was  introduced  here  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  they  have  had  it  under  consideration. 
The  House  had  the  same  bill  under  considera- 
tion, and  they  have  stricken  out  the  grant  of 
lands  which  it  originally  contained,  so  that  it 
now  simply  gives  the  right  of  way.  I  have 
conversed  with  the  Senator  from  Kansas  and 
some  of  the  other  members  of  the  committee 
on  this  subject  as  to  the  importance  of  this 
road.  The  bill  simply  grants  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  from  Salt  Lake  to 
Portland,  Oregon,  giving  about  forty  acres  of 
land  at  each  station.  I  think  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  is  the  proper  committee  to 
consider  such  a  bill.  It  has  already  had  a 
similar  bill  under  consideration,  and  I  hope 
this  bill  will  be  referred  to  that  committee.  I 
hope  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Nevada  will  not  be  adopted,  and  I  trust  he 
will  withdraw  it. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Before  the  Sen- 
ator proceeds,  the  Chair  desires  to  correct  the 
statement  he  made.  All  bills  coming  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  are  marked  with 
the  committees  in  which  they  originated.  This 
bill  was  not  marked,  and  the  Chair  supposed 
from  reading  the  Globe  this  morning  that  it 
was  offered  in  the  House  by  the  member  from 
Nevada,  and  did  not  come  from  a  committee, 
but  he  finds  on  a  further  examination  of  the 
Globe  that  it  came  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands: 

"Mr.  Slater,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pablio 
LnnHe,  reported  back^  with  an  amendment,  a  bill 
(H.  11.  No.  2124)  n-anting  the  right  of  way  through 
the  publio  lands  for  the  oonstraotioa  of  a  railroad 
from  Oreat  Salt  Lake  to  Portland,  Oregon." 

Mr.  STEWART.  That  may  all  be  so  ;  but  so 
long  as  we  have  a  Committee  on  the  Pacific 
Railroad,  it  seems  to  me  this  bill  is  a  legitimate 
subject  for  the  consideration  of  that  commit- 
tee. I  have  nothing  further  to  say  than  that. 
It  seems  to  me  there  should  be  some  regular- 
ity about  the  reference  of  these  bills.  Tbia  is 
really  a  Pacific  railroad  bill,  a  bill  for  a  rail- 
road extending  nearly  half  way  across  the  con- 
tinent, connecting  with  the  Pacific  railroad, 
and  it  shmild  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  came  in  as  this  question 
was  being  discussed,  but  being  a  member  of 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  I  do  not 
like  to  see  the  prerogatives  of  that  commit- 
tee infringed.  As  this  bill  merely  proposes 
to  grant  the  right  of  way  through  the  public 
lands,  I .  cannot  understand  what  the  Pacific 
Railroad  Committee  has  got  to  do  with  it. 
As  I  understand,  the  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
mittee was  organized  for  a  special  purpose. 
It  was  a  committee  unknown  in  either  branch 
of  Congress  until  the  building  of  the  Pacific 
railroad,  and  it  was  organized  for  the  pur- 
pose or  examining  into  matters  connected 
with  the  Pacific  railroad,  and  not  in  refer- 
ence to  matters  connected  with  the  public 
lands  that  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Pacific 
railroad  already  built,  or  any  other  Pacific 
railroad  that  might  be  projected.  It  does 
seem  tu  me  that  the  proper  committee  to 
consider  a  matter  of  this  kind,  a  bill  grant- 
ing the  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands, 
is  the  Committee  on  Public  Lanos.  I  do  not 
know  what  condition  the  matter  is  iu  now ;  I 
have  ju8(  come  in  ;  but  certainly  I  think  that 
is  the  appropriate  committee  to  consider  this 
bill. 

Mr.  STEWART.  This  road  is  to  run  to 
Oregon,  where  it  will  be  an  important  branch 
of  the  Pacific  railroad  when  built.  It  seems 
to  me  if  that  committee  are  to  consider  any 
bill,  this  would  be  legitimate. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     The  Committee  on  Pub- 


lic Lauds  have  received  a  bill  introduced  by 
the  member  from  Oregon,  which  had  the  right 
of  way,  and  several  other  things  in  the  bill 
besides  the  right  of  way.  The  committee  ex- 
amined it  but  have  made  no  report.  I  think 
I  cad  safely  say  the  committee  would  have 
reported  the  ri^ht  of  way,  but  there  were  sev- 
eral other  provisions  in  the  bill  which  we  had 
besides  the  right  of  way.  Therefore  we  have 
made  no  report. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Thatistnie.  I  suggested 
to  the  committee  that  our  people  were  very 
anxious  that  the  bill  should  be  disposed  of, 
and  as  they  had  had  it  under  consideration 
and  had  refused  to  give  us  a  land  grant,  I 
asked  the  Senator  from  Kansas  to  report  the 
bill  without  a  land  grant,  simply  giving  us  the 
right  of  way  that  we  might  make  some  pro- 
gress in  organizing  this  company  and  com- 
mencing the  construction  of  this  branch  road 
as  soon  as  possible.  This  is  simply  a  road 
from  Salt  Lake  to  Portland,  Oregon,  and  runs 
through  a  section  of  the  country  that  is  not 
developed  and  cannot  be  developed  without  a 
railroad. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
now  state,  if  the  Senator  from  Oregon  will  in- 
dulge him,  that  the  morning  business  has  not 
yet  commenced,  and  a  Senator  cannot  speak 
more  than  twice  on  the  same  question  the  same 
day. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senators 
antagonizing  on  this  question  have  each  spoken 
twice.  '  The  yeas  ana  nays  have  been  ordered 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Nevada 
to  strike  out  *' Committee  on  Public  Lands," 
and  insert  ^*  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road "  as  the  committee  to  which  this  bill  shall 
be  referred. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulteo— yeas  12,  nays  81 ;  as  follows: 

YEAS—  Messrs.  Blair,  Backingham.  Cooper,  Bavis 
of  West  Virginia,  Fenton.  Harlan,  Hitchcock,  Kel- 
logg, Norwood,  Ramsey,  Spencer,  and  Stewart— 12. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard.  Caldwell,  Casserly, 
Clayton,  Cole,  Corbett.  Crsf  in,  Edmunds,  Ferry  of 
Connecticut.  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Hamilton  of  Mary- 
land, Hnmilton  of  Texas,  Howe,  Logan.  Morrill  of 
Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermoot,Osborn,Pomeroy,  Pratt, 
Robertson.  Saulsbary,  Schurz.  Scott,  Sprague,  Ste- 
venson, Tipton,  Trumball,  Wilson,  Windom,  and 
Wright-81. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Anthony,  Boreman, 
Browniew,  Cameron,  Carpenter,  Chaodler.  Conk- 
ling.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Flanagan.  FreUnghoysen, 
Qilbert,  Gk>ldthwaite,  Hamlin, Hill.  Johnston.  Kelly, 
Lewis.  Morton,  Nye,  Patterson.  Pool,  Rico,  Sawyer. 
Sherman,  Stockton,  Sumner.  Tfaurmon,  Vickors, 
and  West-^. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Question 
recurs  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRINTING  OF  TESTIMONY. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  the  concurrent  resolution  of 
the  Senate  in  regard  to  printing  the  report  and 
testimony  taken  before  the  Senate  Committee 
on  Investigation  and  Retrenchment;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

EXKCUTIVK  COMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, transmitting,  in  compliance  with  a  reso- 
lution  of  the  Senate  of  the  2Gth  altimo,  in- 
formation concerning  lands  forfeited  by  the 
New  Orleans,  Opelousas,  and  Great  Western 
Railroad  Company;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  get  a 
vote  on  the  coal  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  objected  to  anything  being 
taken  up  until  the  morning  business  was  con- 
cluded. 
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Mr.  STEWART.  I  ask  unanimoas  coo- 
aeot  afler  the  mornins  Uosiness  to  have  the 
vote  UjteQ.     I  have  noUiinje  to  say  about  it. 

The  Vies;  PRESIDfiN T.  Is  there  oli»eo- 
lioa? 

Mr.  HOBKRTSQN.    I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  preseated  ame^o- 
rial  and  reaolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Iowa, 
i»  relalioQ  to  the  Niagara  Falls  ship-eaoal ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Comi&ittee  ou  Com- 
mecce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  present  a  petition  of  a 
large  amober  of  highly  respectable  and  benev* 
oleat  people  of  MinDesotcu  who  set  forth  that  a 
desolating  ianune  exists  in  many  districts  of 
the  Persian  nation ;  that  thousands  have  already 
died,  and  thousands  more  mast  soon  perish  if 
succor  is  not  speedily  rendered  ;  that  the  Per- 
sian Government  cannot  or  will  not  aflford  the 
necessary  a^sistaQce,  and  that  the  necessity 
for  foreign  relief  ia  most  urjgent  They  say 
'Hhe  magnitude  of  the  calamity,  the  great  dis- 
tance between  them  and  us,  and  the  difficul- 
ties of  communication!  are  such  as  to  prevent 
private  benevolence,  unaided,  from  effectually 
reaching  them."  They  therefore  respectfully 
petition  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as 
they  may  think  best  to  bring  the  subject  be- 
fore the  public  mind,  and  provide  ways  and 
means  for  collecting  and  disbursing  the  chari- 
ties of  the  benevolent  who  may  wish  to  remem- 
ber them  in  their  adversity.  I  do  not  know 
to  what  committee  this  would  properly  belong, 
probably  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 
I  move  Its  reference  to  that  committee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPENCER  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Foster,  of  Calhoun  county,  Alabama, 
praying  the  removal  of  his  political  disabilities ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on 
the  Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM  nresented  a  petition 
of  citizens  of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  praying 
for  an  aoproptiation  to  remove  a  shoal  called 
the  middle  ground  in  ^e  river  Thames,  for  the 
purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of  that 
river;  which  vaa  reterred  to  uie  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut,  presented  a 
memorial  of  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  praying  the  passage  of  <i  law  to  equal- 
ize their  promotions  in  the  several  arms  of 
the  service ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs* 

Mr.  HOWE  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Wisconsin,  praying  that  no  bill  may  be 
passed  to  reserve  exclusively  for  settlement 
under  the  homestead  law  the  land  included 
in  the  St.  Croix  land  grant  ]  which  was  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  praying  that  Maria 
Haurmer  be  allowed  compensation  tor  services 
as  nurse  during  the  late  rebellion,  and  that  she 
be  granted  other  relief;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CRAGIN  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Dunsmoor and  Ephraim  Putnam,  soldiers 
in  the  war  of  1812,  prayinff  to  be  allowed  pen* 
sions;  which  was  referrea  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Ebenezer 
Mitchell,  of  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  pray- 
ing for  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  presented  ^ve  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  that  the  pro- 
visions of  an  act  to  enforce  the  rights  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the  sev- 
eral States  of' the  Union,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, be  extended  over  that  State ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  the  petition  of 
Sarah  A.  Monroe,  praying  compensation  for 
the  services  of  her  late  husband  as  hospital 
chaplain ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Militanr  Affairs. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  memorial  of  citi-  1 


sens  of  Utica,  Illinois,  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  earthenware,  stoneware,  &c.,  re- 
monstrating against  the  proposed  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  earthenware  and  stoneware ; 
also  praying  the  enactment  of  a  law  imposing 
a  specific  duty  of  seven  dollars  per  ton  on  ail 
foreign  earthenware,  stoneware,  clay  drain  or 
sewer-pines,  a^d  chimney-flues,  and  a  dutv  of 
nine  dollars  per  toa  on  the  bends,  branches, 
and  other  fittings  of  sn^h  pipes  and  flues,  and 
a  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  ton  on  all  £brei^ 
clay  chimney  tops;  which  was  ordered  to  he 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  BiLAI^  presented  the  petitions  of  Albon 
S.  Payne,  of  Fauquier  county,  Virginia,  and 
of  George  J.  Dobbs,  of  Mecklenburg  oounty, 
yirginia«  prayiog  the  removal  of  their  polit- 
ical disabilities;  which  were  referred  to  the 
select  Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Politiaal 
Disabilities. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  late  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  Army,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law 
at  an  early  day  making  an  equitable  equaliza- 
tion of  the  bounties  of  all  soldiers,  sailors, 
and  marines  who  served  honorably  and  faith- 
fully during  any  period  of  the  war ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  WINDOM  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens  of  Pennsylvania,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  praying  legislation  to 
give  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who 
served  honorably  and  were  discharged  aftei 
such  service,  and  their  heirs,  if  deceased, 
$8  88^  per  month  for  the  time  served,  deduct- 
ing Government  bounty  heretofore  paid; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  CONKLING  presented  the  memorial 
of  George  Savage,  son  and  heir,  and  for  the 
coheirs  of  Timothy  Savage,  late  of  Middle- 
town,  Connecticut,  deceased,  praying  indem- 
nity for  spoliations  committed  by  the  French 
between  the  years  1798  and  1801 ;  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

fie  also  presented  the  petition  of  Emily 
Agnel,  praying  reimbursement  for  moneys  ex- 
pended by  her  late  husband  in  the  erection  of 
additional  quarters  at  West  Point;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  two  memorials  of 
oitizens  of  the  United  States,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  of  the  patent  of  A.  B. 
Wilson  for  a  feeding  motion  to  sewing  ma- 
chines; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  offer  a  protest  of  the 
Boston  Eight-Hour  League,  which  is  duly  signed 
by  their  president,  George  E.  McNeill,  and  their 
secretary,  Mary  B.  Steward,  against  the  repeal 
or  amendment  of  the  nationaleight  hour  law. 
They  set  forth  their  reasons  at  length  against 
the  proposed  repeal  or  amendment,  and  among 
other  things  insist  that  the  experiment  that  has 
been  begun  should  be  continued  to  the  end,  so 
that  the  real  character  of  this  proposed  change 
should  be  understood.  I  believe  that  question 
is  pending  before  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  VICE  PRESI  DENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
the  Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  but 
is  not  certain. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  move  the  reference  of 
this  protest  to  the  Committee  on  Education 
and  Labor. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE  presented  the  memorial  of  C.  P. 
Huntington,  president  of  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  submitting  petitions  of 
California  in  favor  of  a  change  of  the  line  of 
that  road ;  which  was  referrea  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RRFBRRBD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILSON,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  papon  relatins  to  the  claim  of 
the  heirs  of  General  William  OoXes  for  penonal 
property  lost  on  the  steamer  San  Francisco  in  1803, 
and  for  arrears  of  pay,  be  taken  tYom  the  file:)  of  the 
Senate  and  referrea  to  the  Oommictee  on  Oiaima. 


RBPOBTa  or  ooMHimn. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions  to  report  adverselj  upon 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1384)  for  the  relief  ot  J. 
W.  Qulnn.  This  excellent  old  geotlemao  is 
like  all  others  who  have  served  in  tbecinluid 
military  service  and  has  got  old.  He  does  not 
stand  within  the  principle  of  anjr  law  grantiog 
pensions,  and  we  are  therefore  obliged  to  repor. 
against  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  ED  MUNDS.  I  am  directed  by  tbe  Com 
mittee  on  Pensions  to  report  adversely  apoa 
the  petition  of  Sarah  M.  Dove,  prayiog  for  u 
increase  of  pension.  That  falls  withia  the 
principle  we  have  decided  over  and  Q?er  again. 

The  committee  was  discharged  firom  t^ 
further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  same  committeeuk 
to  be  discharged  from  theconsideratioacfthe 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  Iowa  recum- 
mending  an  increase  of  the  pension  of  Cbarloue 
D.  Crocker.  This  case  falls  within  the  ordm- 
ary  principle  of  merely  increasing  a  ^mm, 
which  we  cannot  do. 

The  committee  was  discharged  from  tb( 
further  consideration  of  the  resolutioos. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  same  committee  also 
report  adversely  upon  the  petition  of  soldttrrs  I 
and  sailors  of  the  war  of  tne  rebellion,  pnj 
ing  that  the  name  of  Patrick  BrennanbepM 
npon  the  i  nvalid  pension-roU.  It  appears  froo 
the  statement  of  the  petition  that,  this  soldier 
received  his  injury  after  he  had  left  tbe  mili- 
tary service,  and  was  engaged  in  privat«  em 
ployment. 

The  committee  waa  discharged  from  tKe 
further  consideration  of  the  petiuoo. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  committee  aUonh 
port  adversely  upon  tbe  petition. of  M&r^ret 
Jeron,  asking  arrears  of  pension  on  thegrouud 
already  stated  frequently. 

The  committee  was  discharged  from  tbt; 
further  cousideraiion  of  the  petitioD. 

Mr.  TIPTON,  from  the  Committee  on  Pea- 
sions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  biii(U.  11- 
No.  863)  grouting  a  pension  to  liosauDaQuioi^ 
reported  adversely  thereon,  and  moved  lU 
indefinite  postponement;  which  was  Agreed  lo. 

Mr.  IIAMSEY,  from  the  CommiittfConPost 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  reierrrJ 
the  bill  (S.  No.  8^)  to  authorize  the  constr;>^ 
tion  of  a  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  riser. 
at  or  near  the  city  of  Hed  Wing,  m  tbe  Siate 
of  Minnesota,  and  to  establish  it  as  a  postroiid, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MORTON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1048)  supplemental  to &nd 
amendatory  of  an  actentitlcKi  *'An  act  to  pre- 
scribe the  mode  of  obtaining  evidence  iDCt.<f2 
of  contested  elections,'*  approved  Febru&r; 
19,  1851,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Committee  on  Pensioof. 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Km* 
Pitchcyf  of  Cumberland  county,  Kenlock;. 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration.  I  be 
petiiion  is  indorsed  as  a  prayer  that  sbebe 
allowed  a  pension,  but  upon  exaro'instioD  of 
the  petition  I  discover  that  it  is  a  prajer  tor  t 
bounty  out  of  which  she  has  been  swiodM  br 
a  claim  agent.  The  committee  therefore  dirwl 
me  to  report  the  petition  back,  asking  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideratiao,  uta 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen 
sions,  to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  sol- 
diers of  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin,  praying  K 
an  increase  of  the  pensions  of  totally  di^ 
abled  soldiers,  submitted  an  adverse  Te[or^' 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  tbe  con) 
mittee  was  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  petition. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committer,  to  whco 

was    referred    the    petition  of  filizabetb  >• 
Lathrop,  widow  of  Captain  Solon  H.  La'bropr 
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raying  fpr  i^n  increase  of  pension,  s^^mitt^cl 
n  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
Tinted,  an()  the  committee  was  cUscharg;«d 
rom  the  further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

y.  Y-  DAYTON. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  an  directed  by  the 
!omiiuttee  on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred 
le  bill  (S.  No.  894)  granting  a  pension*  to  the 
idow  and  heirs  of  F.  F.  Dayton,  of  company 
\  eleventh  Indiana  volunteer  infaatrv,  to  re- 
ort  it  back  with  an  amendment.  This  is  a 
ase  where  the  oommittee  think  the  Pension 
Office  has  plainly  decided  wrong  as  to  want 
f  proof  of  the  oanse  of  death,  the  soldier  hav- 
ig  died  in  bis  tent  in  camp  in  the  regnhup  way. 
Ve  therefore  ask  to  have  the  bill  passed  nAw 
rith  the  amendment  which  we  report. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  consid- 
red  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Pensions  proposed  to 

.mend  the  bill  so  as  to  make  it  read  : 

Be  it  enacted,  Jkc.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
ior  be.  and  be  is  hereby,  directed  to  plaoe  on  the 
ension-roU,  sobjeet  to  the  Umitatioufl  and  provis- 
:>na  of  the  pension  laws,  the  names  of  the  minor 
hildren,  under  sixteen  years  of  age,  of  Fredeiiek 
\  Dayton^  late  private  company  tr,  eleventb  Ttgir 
aent  Indiana  volunteers,  as  the  case  of  a  wid^w 
emarried. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
n.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
or  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
)a88ed. 

MAROAKBT  LSB. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Committee  on  Pensions, 
o  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  Ko. 
i02)  granting  a  pension  to  Margaret  Lee, 
eport  it  back  without  amendment  and  rec- 
tmmend  its- passage,  and  submit  a  written 
eport  to  accompany  it.     I  ask  the  Senate 

0  put  this  bill  now  on  its  passage.  I  do  not 
:now  that  it  is  necessary  that  it  should  be 
leluyed  until  the  printing  of  the  report. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  consid- 
;red  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  pro* 
>o{-:es  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
■ior  to  place  on  the  pension-roll,  subject  to 
he  proTisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension 
aws,  the  name  of  Margaret  Lee,  mother  of 
Javid  Lee,  late  a  private  in  company  B,  fonr- 
eeiah  Ohio  volunteers,  and  to  pay  her  a  pen- 
lion  from  and  after  the  passage  of  the  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  Sie-  Senate  with- 
>ut  amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
-ead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BUSIM£SS  OF  JUDICIARY  GOMMAUTTKB. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  no  report  to 
nake,  but  I  desire  to  call  up  a  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
rem  Vermont  has  entered  a  general  objec- 
ion  to  calling  up  bills  till  the  morning  busi- 
less  ia  through.  The  Chair  will  state,  how- 
>ver 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  While  I  am  on  the  floor, 
;hen,  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Senate  that  there  are 
several  bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
;he  Judiciary  that  are  generally  of  a  public 
3baracter^  and  that  it  has  no  more  interest  in 
,hem  than  any  other  committee  of  the  Senate 
yr  any  other  person   in  the  country,  except 

1  hat  we  think  some  of  them  are  measures  of 
importance  that  ought  to  pass.  It  is  very  diffi- 
3uU  to  get  attention  to  them.  Bein^  of  a  pub- 
lic character,  no  particular  person  is  interested 
in  them.  They  ought  to  be  acted  upon,  and 
[  have  sometimes  tried  to  get  the  floor  in  the 
[norning  hour,  but  generally  the  class  of  bills 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
lead  to  some  discussion.  It  is  necessary  to 
[jave  some  explanation  of  them.  They  relate  to 
ihe  organization  of  courts  and  the  business  in 
the  courts  of  the  country.  1  find  it  very  diflS- 
2<jlt  to  get  attention  to  them  and  have  them  dis- 
posed of.  Now,  what  I  propose  to  avoid  this 
trouble  is  that  the  Senate  should  allow  some 
day — it  is  indifferent  to  me  when ;  I  do  not  care 
if  it  is  ten  days  or  two  weeks  off— when  the  bust* 


ness  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
shckll  be  taken  up  and  disposed  of.  I  think  it 
will  facilitate  the  business  of  the  Senate  if  they 
will  allow  a  tiiue  to  be  set  down  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sena- 
tor name  any  day? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  suggest  Monday  week. 
Tdo  not  wish  tp  interfere  with  anything  else. 
If  there  ia  no  objection  in  the  Senate,  and  they 
will  allow  the  business  of  that  committee  to 
come  up«  say  c^  w^ek  from  Monday — it  is  busi- 
ness in  which  the  Senate  and  the  country  are 
interested  as  a  gene^l  thing — I  will  ask  to  have 
it  set  down  for  a  week  irom  next  Monday, 
and  that  we  may  then  take  it  up  and  dispose 
of  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  that  next  Monday- is  assigned  for  reports 
from  the  Comn^ittee  on  Claims,  and  Tuesday 
fpr  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  of  course  both  subject  to  unfinished 
business.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  now  asks 
that  Monday  week  may  be  assigned  fop  the 
consideration  pf  reports  from  the  Committee 
on  th.e  Judiciary.  It  will,  of  oonrse,  be  subject 
to  the  unfinished  business  at  the  close  of  the 
preceding  week. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  rise  to  make  any 
objection ;  but  I  wish  to  submit  a  remark  or 
two  in  connection  with  it,  if  in  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  If  there  is  no 
objection,  the  proposition  will  be  agreed  to  b^ 
the  Senate :  if  there  is  objection,  the  proposi« 
tion  is  not  before  tl^e  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.    I'do  not  object  at  aU. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Did  I  understand  the  propo- 
sition was  to  assign  Monday? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No ;  Monday  week.  I 
am  indifferent  about  the  day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  under- 
stands there  is  ]»o  objection  to  Monday  week 
being  assigned,  and  he  repeats,  as  he  did  in 
regard  to  the  other  conuaittees'  business,  that 
it  is  subject  to  the  unfinished  business  of  the 
week  betbre*  which  mast  be  laid  on  the  table 
on  that  day  so  thsit  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
shall  have  that  dsiy  for  the  consideration  of  his 
business. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  have  a  letter 
from  the  Attorney  General  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Reports  of  com- 
mittes  are  in  order,  and  several  Senators  have 
risen  with  reports. 

Mr.  COLE.    I  will  not  interfere  with  that. 

T.  B.  8TB WART  AND  A.  h'CONN.      * 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
545)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  B.  Stewart  and 
Alexander  McConn,  of  West  Virginia,  have 
instructed  me  to  report  it  back,  with  an  amend- 
ment, and  I  ask  for  its  present  consideration. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  is  a  direction  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Thomas 
B.  Stewart  and  Alexander  McConn,  of  West 
Virginia,  the  sum  of dollars,  to  reim- 
burse them  for  moneys  actually  expended  ^nd 
paid  out  by  them  in  defense  of  a  suit  brought 
against  them  by  Carlton  Creighton  for  acts 
done  by  them  in  May,  1863,  as  members  of 
the  loyal  militia  of  Virginia,  in  obedience  to 
orders  from  their  commanding  officers,  while 
the  militia  were  in  the  actual  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  aiding  in  the  suppression  of  the 
late  rebellion ;  which  suit  was  lately  depend- 
ing in  and  determined  in  their  favor  by  the 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  t^r  the  dis- 
trict of  West  Virginia. 

The  amendment  was  to  fill  the  blank  with 
$1,448  86. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  will  take  but  a  moment  to 
explain  this  bill.  These  two  men  were  a  part 
of  an  organized  militia  regiment  in  West  Vir- 
ginia. A  raid  was  about  being  made  on  Wheel- 
ing, West  Virginia,  and  under  the  order  of 
General  Schenck,  who  was  then  in  command, 
they  were  ordered  into  line,  as  we  sbonld  term 
it ;  that  is,  ordered  to  be  ready  for  service. 


The  colonel  commanding  that  regiment  when 
it  was  called  to  go  found  that  there  were  quite 
a  number  of  absentees.  He  suspected  that  they 
were  absenting  themselves  on  account  of  dis- 
loyalty. These  men  with  others  were  sent  to 
arrest  the  absentees.  In  proceeding  to  arrest 
them  they  found  one  of  them  with  his  gun  who 
refused  to  surrender,  and  they  undertook  to 
arrest  him.  They  had  a  written  order  in  their 
hands  authorizing  them  and  ordering  them  to 
arrest  all  persons  belonging  to  their  company, 
H,  and  bring  them  in  dead  or  alive ;  that  was 
the  language.  They  followed  this  man,  tried 
to  persuade  him,  but  could  not.  He  resisted, 
and  they  fired  upon  him  and  wounded  him. 
He  sued  them  in  an  action  of  trespass  and 
recovered  judgment  for  $1,500.  Afterward  a 
new  trial  was  granted,  and  it  went  from  one 
term^  of  court  to  another,  and  finally  they 
obtained  a  release.  This  money  was  expended 
as  I  have  the  evidence  here  from  the  clerk  of 
the  court,  the  attorneys  and  difl^rent  officers. 
This  is  just  the  amount  of  costs  and  attorney 
f^es  that  they  expended,  with  nothing  for  their 
time.  They  put  in  a  claim  for  their  time,  but 
we  did  not  allow  that.  This  is  simply  the  costs 
they  expended  in  defending  themselves  against 
the  action  of  trespass  brought  against  them  for 
executing  an  order  as  soldiers  which  they  were 
bound  to  do. 

I  will  state  to  the  Senate  that  there  is  pre- 
cedent for  this.  I  examined  that  point  before 
I  made  the  report.  I  find  a  law  was  passed 
releasing  General  Dodge,  while  in  command, 
from  a  case  where  a  judgment  was  obtained 
against  him  for  proceeding  under  one  of  his 
orders.  The  Congress  of  the  United  States 
relieved  General  Dodge  from  that  judgment ; 
or,  in  other  words,  paid  the  amount.  So  I  find 
that  npon  that  precedent  Congress  has  in  refer- 
ence to  the  action  of  a  general  of  the  Army 
done  this,  and  I  think  it  is  nothing  but  proper 
that  we  should  refund  the  expenses  of  these 
two  soldiers,  acting  under  an  order,  when  they 
were  sued  in  an  action  of  trespass,  this  amount 
being  the  mere  costs  they  paid,  as  the  evidence 
here  under  the  seal  of  the  court  shows.  That 
IS  the  whole  case 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  think  the  bill  had 
better  go  over. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

FRINTINQ  OF  TESTIUONY. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Prin^ 
ing,  to  whom  was  referred  the  amendment  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  concur- 
rent resolution  of  the  Senate  for  the  printing 
of  additional  copies  of  the  testimony  taken  in 
the  custom-house  investigation,  have  in.structed 
me  to  report  it  back,  and  recommend  that  the 
Senate  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House. 
The  amendment  cuts  down  the  number  to  be 
printed. 

The  amendment  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives was  read,  being  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  word  '*  concurring,''  in  line  two,  and 
insert; 

That  there  be  printed  fifteen  hundred  extra  oopiea 
of  the  report  of  and  testimony  taken  by  the  Sen- 
ate Committee  on  lavestigatioa  and  Retrenohmont 
in  recard  to  alleged  abuses  in  the  New  York  cus- 
tom-house,  five  hundred  of  which  shall  be  for  the 
une  of  the  Senate  and  one  thousand  for  the  House; 
also  twelve  thousand  copies  of  the  report,  exclusive 
of  the  testimony,  four  thousand  of  which  shall  be  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  eight  thousand  for  the 
Uonse. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

ADDITIONAL  RBP0RT8  OF  COMMITTEBS. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee  on  Commerce  to  report  a  bill  to  promote 
the  ship-building  and  commercial  interests  of 
the  United  States,  and  I  desire  to  give  notice 
that  we  shall  call  up  this  bill  at  an  early  day, 
it  being  one  of  national  importance. 

The  bill  (8.  No.  914)  to  promote  the  ship- 
building and  commercial  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  read^  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
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Pensions^  to  whom  was  referred  the  petitioa 
of  Nancy  P.  Wilkerson,  praying  for  an  amend- 
ment to  ihe  pension  laws  so  as  to  allow  those 
who  served  less  than  sixty  days  to  have  a  pen- 
sion, reported  adversely  thereon. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Jolin  B.  Tucker, 
praying  for  a  special  act  of  Congress  granting 
hiiD  a  pension,  reported  adversely  thereoa. 

Mr.  STEVGNSON,  from  the  Committee 
3n  Indian  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (S.  No.  788)  for  the  relief  of  Red  Bear, 
a  chief  of  the  Pembina  band  of  Chippewa 
Indians,  reported  adversely  tbereon,  and  sab- 
mitted  a  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  bill  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  ask  the  courtesy  of 
the  Senate  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No.  828, 
authorizing  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across 
the  Missouri  river,  opposite  to  or  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  lioads.  I  presume  it  will  take  but  a 
moment. 

Mr.  FENTON.    I  have  a  report  to  make. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  in  the 
nature  oT  an  objection,  and  there  has  been  an 
objection  this  morning  to  taking  up  anything 
except  regular  morning  business. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  do  not  object  to  the  bill 
being  taken  up,  but  I  desire  to  make  a  report. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nebrat^ka  asks  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  indicated  by  him. 

Mr.  SAWYER.     I  feel  bound  to  object. 

Mr.  FENTON.  The  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution 
(H.  R.  No.  3)  construing  the  act  of  July  14, 
1870,  entitled  **An  act  to  reduce  internal 
taxes,  and  for  other  purposes,''  so  as  to  pro- 
vide for  the  admission  of  animals  specially 
imported  for  breeding  purposes  free  of  duty 
from  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  have  instructed 
me  to  report  it  back  and  recommend  its  indefi- 
nite postponement,  for  the  reason  that  the 
construction  of  the  act  of  July,  1870,  which 
it  is  intended  by  this  bill  to  establish,  is  now 
the  practice  under  the  law  at  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  therefore  there  is  no  neces- 
sity for  this  bill. 

The  joint  resolution  was  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 
.  Mr.  CRAGIN.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
739)  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  A.  Ward,  have 
directed  me  to  report  it  wiChout  amendment 
and  recommend  its  passage.  'There  was  a 
report  made  by  the  committee  about  two  yeard 
ago  on  this  subject,  which  is  in  print,  and  there- 
fore we  do  not  submit  any  different  report  at 
this  time. 

BILLS  RECOMMITTED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  ANTHONY,  the  bill  (S. 
No.  291)  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  United  States  ship  Wyoming  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAWYER,  and  by  unan- 
imous consent,  the  vote  indefinitely  postponing 
bill  (S.  No.  217)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Rebecca  S.  Harrison,'*  ap- 
proved February  26,  1865,  was  reconsidered, 
and  the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  have  a 
vote  this  morning  on  the  coal-land  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  asks  the  unanimous  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  proceed  to  vote  on  the  bill  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  coal  lands. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  is 
made.  The  introduction  of  bills  is  now  in 
order. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  CONKLING  asked,  and  by  unanimoas 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  915)  to  facilitate  the  trial  of  suits, 


causes,  and  proceedings,  the  taking  of  deposi- 
tions, testimony  bonds;  the  issuing  of  pro- 
cesses, and  expediting  the  proceedings  in  suits 
at  law  or  in  equity  in  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  southern  district  of  New 
York :  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  That  bill  was  not  drawn 
by  me.  It  comes  to  me  from  a  highly  re- 
spectable source.  I  have  examined  it  care-> 
fully,  but  still  I  wish  to  accompany  its  intro- 
duction with  the  remark  that  I  introduce  it 
so  that  it  may  be  printed  and  considered  by 
a  committee  without  meaning  to  adopt  it.  I 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  916)  to  aid  the-  New  York  and  Vene- 
zuela Mail  Steamship  Company  to  establish 
an  American  line  of  steamships  for  opening 
direct  trade  between  the  United  States  and 
the  republic  of  Venezuela,  and  for  conveying, 
the  mails  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  In  moving  the  refer- 
ence of  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, I  beg  to  say  that  I  introduce  it  by 
rec^uest,  in  nowise  committing  myself  to  it  or 
to  Its  object. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  917)  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Basil  R.  Pra- 
ther,  late  acting  assistant  sargeon  in  the  thirty* 
fourth  regiment  Iowa  volunteers;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee On  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (8.  No.  918)  to  change  the  direc- 
tion of  the  road  authorized  by  the  act  approved 
June  8,  1856,  from  Ontonagon,  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  to  the  Wisconsin  State  line,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KELLOQQ  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  919)  to  donate  certain  property  of  the 
United  States  to  the  city  of  Shreveport,  Louis- 
iana, for  educational  purposes;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
920)  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands 
in  the  States  of  Mississippi,  Arkansas,  and 
Louisiana ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  titlci 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  921)  granting  a  pension  to  Dr.  Albert 
A.  }iorey ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  aUo  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

922)  for  the  relief  of  William  A.  Bevins, 
late  receiver  of  the  public  moneys  at  the 
Batesville  district  of  Arkansas,  and  of  David 
S.  Fraly  and  Edwin  McQuire,  his  sureties ; 
which  was  read  twice  b^  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to   introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

923)  for  the  relief  of  John  J.  McAlmont  and 
Silas  F.  Field,  as  securities  on  the  bond  of 
John  Q.  Halliburton,  deceased,  late  marshal 
of  the  United  States  in  and  for  the  eastern 
district  of  Arkansas  ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  askedi  and  by  nnanimous  consent 


obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
924)  authorizing  the  construction  of  a  nil- 
road  bridge  across  the  Arkansas  river  at  Fort 
Smith,  in  Arkansas,  and  to  declan:  it  a  post 
road ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  aod 
Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WIN  DOM  asked,  and  by  ananimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  (3. 
No.  925)  to  incorporate  the  Olympia  aod 
Chepalis  Valley  Railroad  Company,  and  graot- 
ing  to  said  company  the  right  of  way  throofli 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON  (by  request,  as  he  sUted) 
asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtaiued, 
leave  to  introduce  a  hill  (S.  No.  926)  to  ineor 
porate  the  Catholic  Total  Abstinence  Unioa 
of  America;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciaij, . 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LOQAN.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  without  previous  notice.  I  have  bets 
asked  by  a  friend  to  introduce  it,  and  koov 
nothing  about  it. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  was  granted  to 
introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  927)  for  the  relief  of 
the  children  of  Otway  H.  Berry  man,  d«>cea&ed ; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  tc 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  leave  to  introdace  a  bill 
which  I  have  not  had  time  to  examine,  and  to 
which  I  do  not  commit  myself,  bat  my  impres- 
sions are  that  it  is  correcL 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  was  granted  to 
introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  928)  to  authorize  the 
Southern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  change 
a  portion  of  its  line,  in  consideration  of  the 
construction  of  an  additional  road  without  an 
increase  of  its  land  grant ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PRBSIDBNTIAL  APPROVAL. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  Mr.  Horace  Porter,  his  Secretary, 
announced  that  the  President  had,  on  the  *id 
instant,  approved  and  signed  the  act  (S.  No. 
681)  to  provide  for  the  reporting  and  printiog 
of  the  debates  in  Congress. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Presi- 
dent had  this  day  approved  and  signed  ihe  act 
(S.  No.  447)  to  enable  honorably  dischar)^ 
soldiers  and  sailors,  their  widows  and  orphan 
children,  to  ac<^uire  homesteads  on  the  public 
lands  of  the  United  States. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPERS. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  ask  consent  that  an  order  be 
made  authorizing  Qeoz^e  S.  Fisher  to  wiUi- 
draw  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  of  the  For- 
tieth Congress  his  petition  and  papers  in  sup- 
port of  his  claim  for  losses,  &c.,  sustained  by 
fire  in  November,  1866,  in  Japan,  where  he 
was  consul. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Let  the  order 
be  made  that  they  be  not  withdrawn  until 
copies  are  taken. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  an  order  was 
entered  about  the  same  case  the  other  day. 

Mr.  HILL.  They  are  intended  to  be  placed 
before  a  committee,  but  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  requirement  that  copies  be  preserved. 

The  order,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

LABOR  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  now  move  to  take  up 
House  bill  No.  374,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  and  Labor. 

Tlie  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  374}  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  a  commission  on  the 
subject  of  wages  and  hours  of  labor  and  the 
division  of  profits  between  labor  and  capital 
in  the  United  States. 
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The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill,  as  follows: 

Be  it  ma^ed,  n&c.  That  there  shttU  be  appointed 
by  tbe  Prcfident. by  and  with  theadvico  and  connent 
of  the  Senate,  a  oominisriion  of  three  persons,  who 
•hall  be  telested  fn»ai  eivil  life,  solely  with  refer- 
ence to  their  eharaoter  and  capacity  for  an  honest 
»iid  impartial  investigotiou.  and  of  whom  at  least 
one  shall  be  practically  identified  with  the  laboring 
interests  of  toe  country,  and  who  shall  hold  office  for 
the  period  of  one  year  from  the  date  of  their  appoint- 
mant,  unless  their  daties  shall  havo  been  sooner 
accomplished,  who  shnll  investigate  the  subject  of 
the  wages  nod  boars  of  1  ibor,  and  of  the  division  of 
the  joint  profits  of  labor  and  capital  between  tho 
laborer  and  the  capitalist,  and  the  social,  educa- 
tional, and  sanitary  condition  of  the  laboring  cltisaes 
nf  the  United  States,  nnd  how  the  same  are  affected 
by  existing  laws  regulating  commerce,  finance,  and 
currency:  Provided^,  That  Si^id  commissioners  shall 
be  appoiuted  irrespective  of  political  or  partisan 
eonsideraltons,  and  from  civil  life. 

Sbc.  2.  That  said  com misj'ioners  shall  receive  an 
annual  salary  of  $5,000  each,  shall  be  authorised  to 
employ  a  clerk,  and  nhall  report  thn  result  of  their 
investigation  to  tho  President,  to  be  by  him  trans- 
mitted to  Congress. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Committee 
on  Education  and  Labor  report  the  bill  with 
one  amendment.  Jf  there  ba  no  objection,* 
that  amendment  will  be  reported.  The  morn- 
ing hour  18  JQSt  expiring,  but  ihe  Chair  will 
wait  until  it  is  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  which 
was  to  strike  out  the  second  rection  of  the 
bill  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

Tbe  said  oommissionors  shall  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  $5,000  each,  shall  be  authorised  to  employ 
a  clerk  at  an  annual  salary  of  $1,400,  and  shall 
report  the  result  of  their  investigation  to  the  Presi- 
dent, to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  Congress;  and 
there  ia  hereby  anpropriated  for  the  payment  of 
said  salaries  $16,40j.  and  $1,000  in  addition  thereto, 
for  stationery  and  postage  for  the  use  of  said  com- 
missioners. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hoar  has  expired,  and  the  bill  (S.  No.  691) 
giving  the  sanction  of  Congress  to  the  sub- 
scription of  the  District  of  Columbia-  to  the 
stock  of  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  Railroad 
Company  is  now  before  the  Senate  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole,  the  pending  question 
being  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  [Mr. 
MoRRitL,]  on  which  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware [Mr.  Batard]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  wish  the  Senator  who  is 
managing  that  bill  would  allow  it  to  go  over, 
in  order  to  permit  this  House  bill  to  be  con- 
atdered.  It  has  been  on  the  Calendar  for  two 
months,  and  I  have  found  it  utterly  impossible 
to  bring  it  up.  It  is  a  bill  of  national  import- 
ance. It  is  a  bill  about  which  there  is  a  great 
interest,  and  I  trust  that  we  shall  consider  it 
now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  asks  unanimous  consent 
to  informally  pass  over  the  pending  bill,  in 
order  to  proceed  with  the  bill  called  up  by  him. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  think  we  should  have 
a  little  more  time  to  consider  that  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  West  Virginia  desires  further  time  to 
consider  it. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  He  has  had  about  two 
months. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  reouires 
ananimous  consent  to  informally  lay  aside  the 
pending  bill.  The  Senator  from  South  Caro- 
lina can  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  He  does 
not  make  that  motion  ? 

Mr.  SAWYER.     No,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  rail- 
road bill  IS  before  the  Senate. 

MBSSAQB  raoyi  thb  housb. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhbrsox,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  tbe  House  had  passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2169)  to  relieve  certain  persons  therein  named 
from  their  political  disabilities;  in  which  it 
requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  following  bills : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  804)  granting  a  pension  to 
Maiigaretta  Becker; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  805)  granting  a  pension  to 
Abigail  Ryan,  widow  of  Thomas  A.  Ryan  \  and  1 


A  bill  (S.  No.  494)  placing  the  name  of 
Theodore  S.  Comparet  on  the  pension-roll. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
House  had  passed  a  concurrent  resolution 
expressing  profound  regret  at  the  demise  of 
Professor  S.  F.  B.  Morse. 

PIEDMONT  AND  POTOMAO  RAILROAD. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No. 
691)  giving  the  assent  of  Congress  to  tae  sub- 
scription of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  the 
stock  of  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  Railroad 
Company. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  ask  that  that  amendment 
be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  to 
the  amendment,  which  was  to  add  the  follow- 
ing proviso : 

Provided  further.  That  no  part  of  the  said  sub- 
scription by  said  District  shall  be  paid  until  twice 
tho  amount  subscribed  by  private  parties  shall  have 
been  aoiually  paid  in  cash  and  expended  in  the 
construction  of  the  rood. 

Mr.  STEWART.  If  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware will  allow  me,  I  should  liketo  sive  notice- 
of  an  amendment  which  I  shall  oner  when  it 
is  in  order  to  do  so. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  read 
for  information.  - 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  the  said  Piedmont  and  Potomac 
Railroad  Company  shall  enter  into  bonds  in  thesum 
ot'lGOO.UOO,  with  srood  and  suflScient  sureMes,  to  ba 
approved  by  the  Governor  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia and  tho  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  conditioned  lor  the  repayment  of  the  money 
subscribed  to  the  capital  stock  of  tbe  said  company, 
if  the  said  company  shall  fail  to  complete  the  said 
road  for  the  running  of  cars  within  three  years  from 
the  acceptance  of  the  KJOO.OOO  to  be  subscribed  by 
the  said  District.  ^ 

Mr.  LEWIS.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Delaware  is  eniitied  to  the  floor.  This 
amendment  was  only  read  for  information. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  merely  wish  to  ask,  for  in- 
formation, if  I  have  the  right,  pending  this  bill, 
to  accept  that  amendment? 

The  V^iCE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  has 
not.  A  bill  reported  by  a  committee  is  differ-^ 
ent  from  a  resolution  offered  by  the  Senator 
himself.  In  the  case  of  a  resolution  offered  by 
a  Senator  he  can  accept  an  amendment  to  it 
if  the  yeas  and  nays  have  not  been  ordered 
upon  it  or  no  action  has  been  taken  upon  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  I  made  yes- 
terday a  suggestion  of  my  opposition  to  em- 
barking upon  this  system  of  municipal  sub- 
scription by  tbe  chartered  government  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  to  public  improvements 
outside  the  limits  of  the  District. 

There  is,  as  we  know,  no  power  delegated 
to  the  government  of  the  District  to  make 
such  subscription.  The  object  of  the  grant  of 
municipal  franchises  to  the  irovemment  of  the 
District  of  Columbia  was  fbr  local  purposes 
only,  and  those  purposes  which  are  included 
in  the  generic  term  *' police  purposes.''  To 
lake  care  of  health,  of  personal  safety — to  open 
and  grade  streets,  to  provide  water  and  light — 
these  are  part  of  the  usual  and  necessary  pow- 
ers confided  by  charter  to  local  governments. 
It  never  was  in  the  purview  of  the  creation  of 
municipal  governments  that  they  should  un- 
dertake to  control  all  the  great  interstate  chan- 
nels of  communication  and  regulate  commerce 
(for  that  is  what  it  would  be)  between  differ- 
ent States  or  different  communities,  and  the 
one  which  alone  they  are  appointed  to  super- 
vise. 

This  system  of  easy  borrowing  makes  for 
other  people  a  system  of  very  difficult  pay- 
ment, and  one  of  the  vices  of  the  present  day 
is  the  disposition  for  men  recklessly  to  embark 
in  expenditures  which  they  are  to  profit  by  in 
the  present  and  others  are  to  pay  for  in  the 
future.  ThQ  system  of  municipal  subscription 
has  had  some  famous  illustrations.    The  Sen- 


ate will  recollect  the  case  of  the  county  of 
All^hany,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which 
embarkea  recklessly  upon  this  system — one  of 
the  richest  counties  in  the  United  States,  con- 
taining that  great  workshop  of  the  country, 
the  city  of  Pittsburg;  and  yet  what  was  the 
result?  By  this  system  of  easy  and  I  may 
almost  style  it  pronio^ate  issue  of  bonds  on  the 
credit  of  that  county  for  the  construction  of 
railroads  beyond  its  limits,  the  result  was  dis- 
Jionorto  the  county,  repudiation  of  the  bonds, 
and  the  loss  of  moneys  to  those  who  had  em- 
barked their  funds  upon  the  credit  of  that 
county. 

It  is  a  very  doubtful  question  whether  a 
municipal  corporation  has  the  power  to  bind 
the  property  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  way.  It 
is  a  very  serious  question.  As  to  its  expe- 
diency, the  later  action  of  the  States  who  have 
tested  it  has  declared  against  it.  As  I  under- 
stand, by  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, among  others — and  if  I  am  not  correct  in 
the  statement  one  of  the  Senators  from  that 
State  can  put  me  right — by  a  provision  of  the 
constitution  of  that  State,  municipal  subscrip- 
tions are  forbidden,  and  it  is  a  most  just  and 
wholesome  prohibition  upon  this  easy  method 
of  raising  money  for  reckless  expenditure  with- 
out regard  to  the  necessity  or  the  sufferings  of 
those  who  are  to  ^y  it. 

Now,  here  is  this  government  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  created  by  act  of  Congress, 
which  has  quite  enough  to  do  to  take  care  of 
the  municipal  interests  and  the  local  welfare 
of  its  inhabitants.  It  not  only  has  enough  to 
do,  but  it  has  a  good  deal  to  do  that  it  has  not 
vet  begun  to  accomplish,  and  which  in  present 
handsl  fear  never  will  be,  for  I  do  not  think 
I  am  using  language  too  strong  when  I  say 
that  there  is  no  portion  of  the  country  that 
requires  restriction  upon  the  powers  of  ex- 
penditure of  its  local  government  more  than 
this  unhappy  District.  I  say  that  if  restrained 
to  action  within  its  territorial  limits  it  will  have 
its  hands  full,  not  only  in  attempting  to  remedy 
the  omissions,  blunders,  and  wrongs  of  tbe 
past,  but  the  crying  evils  of  the  present  time. 

Here  is  a  community,  overburdened  as  it 
is  by  taxation,  with  its  finances  grossly  and 
wretchedly  mismanaged  under  a  system  of  gov- 
ernment which  is  not  the  choice  of  tbe  prop- 
erty-holding citizens,  with  a  mass  of  ignorance 
ana  corruptibility  as  the  bnsis  of  its  power, 
where  the  property-owners,  the  tax  payers, 
tKcse  who  are  to  bear  the  public  burdens,  have 
the  least  voice  in  settling  what  those  burdens 
are  to  be,  and  nfho  in  measures  like  the  present 
have  really  no  voice  at  all ;  and  yet  while  every 
dollar  that  can  be  raised  for  the  absolute  needs 
of  the  city  is  needed,  while  retrenchment  and 
reform  in  their  strongest  and  most  practical 
sense  are  proved  to  be  needed  by  what  we  see 
every  day  around  us,  it  is  proposed  to  go  out- 
side of  the  District  to  take  $6QO,000  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  property  holders  of  this  tax- 
ridden,  over-burdened  Territory,  and  put  it 
into  a  distant  railway,  which,  as  I  have  heard 
it  alleged  here  and  not  denied,  has  scarcely 
had  an  intelligent  survey  to  ascertain  its  lim- 
its or  location.  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
even  its  termini  have  been  actually  ascertained. 

And  who  is  this  to  be  done  by?  Who  is  to 
pay  this  money  ?  Those  who  have  voted  that  it 
shall  be  subscribed  ?  No,  sir,  not  one  out  of 
twenty.  I  do  not  wish  to  overstate  the  fact 
when  I  say  that  the  voice  of  nine  tenths  of 
the  men  who  are  interested  in  the  property 
of  Washington,  and  whose  property  is  the  best 
guarantee  of  their  interest  in  the  success  and 
welfare  of  this  city,  have  not  been  conRuhed 
in  this  measure,  and  if  allowed  to  express 
their  wishes  on  the  subject  would  do  so  in 
terms  of  decided  opposition. 

Here  are  to  be  $000,000  raised  by  municipal 
subscription  to 'the  capital  stock  of  a  railroad 
at  least  sixty  miles  in  length,  costing  some 
thirty  thousand  dollars  per  roilo  at  the  very 
lowest  estimate'and  economical  computation  ; 
here  is  one  third  of  some  two  million  dollars 
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to  be  subscribed  by  the  property-holders 
through  the  agency  of  the  corporation  of  this 
District)  who  will  be  reeponsibie  for  their  sab- 
scription  and  who  will  probably  be  called  upon 
when  the  last  dollar  has  been  exacted  from 
them  under  their  obligation  of  subscription, 
to  secure  what  they  have  already  outlaid  by 
lending  their  credit  or  paying  their  money 
to  as  great  or  perhaps  a  greater  amount  to 
secure  the  first  fatal  advance. 

This  business  called  ''enterprise''  is  sadly 
misnamed.  I  have  seen  a  good  deal  of  it  in 
other  parts  of  the  country,  and  it  seems  to 
me  but  little  more  than  a  very  adroit  method 
of  getting  the  hot  chestnuts  out  of  the  fire  by 
other  people's  fingers.  What  is  called  enter- 
prise is  oftentimes  nothing  more  than  an  adroit 
manipulation  of  the  public  resources  by  which 
the  private  property  of  the  operators  can  be 
improved. 

I  have  said  to  the  Senate  that  this  system  of 
municipal  subscription  reduced  the  rich  and  the 
powerfal  county  of  Alleghany,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  into  dishonor  and  great  loss  and 
trouble — loss  to  her  creditors,  loss  to  her  credit, 
and  shame  to  those  who  bad  the  reputation  of 
that  community  at  heart.  We  all  know  the 
history  of  litigation  attending  it.  We  all  know 
the  results.  We  all  know  in  the  end  practi- 
cally how  exceedingly  doubtful  was  found  the 
security  attempted  by  means  of  municipal 
power  to  pledge  private  property  for  such  sub- 
scriptions, it  led,  I  believe,  to  the  imprison- 
ment for  contempt  of  the  commissioners  who 
refused  to  levy  a  tax  under  the  mandamus 
of  the  supreme  court,  to  pay  the  interest  on 
the  bonds  issued,  and,  as  my  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania suggests  to  me,  has  led  to  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Pennsylvania  State  constitution, 
section  seven,  providing  that — 

"  The  Legislature  shall  not  aothorize  an^  county, 
city,  borough,  township,  or  incorporated  district,  by 
virtue  of  &  vote  of  the  cititeDS  or  otherwise,  to  be- 
eoiue  a  stockholder  in  any  company,  association, 
or  corporation,  or  to  obtain  money  for  or  loan  its 
credit  to  any  corporation,  association,  institution, 
or  party." 

What  caused  this  act  on  the  part-  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  and  its  Legislature? 
What  caused  the  adoption  of  this  amendment 
of  the  constitution  of  that  State?  Simply  the 
experience  of  the  evil  of  embarking  on  just 
such  a  course  as  is  now  proposed  for  this  over- 
burdened sparsely- settled  District.  The  pnb- 
lic  improvements  proposed  to  be  fostered  by 
the  credit  of  the  county  of  Alleghany  weraall 
within  the  Sta>te  of  Pennsylvania.  They  were 
well-defined,  they  were  far  more  reasonable, 
they  were  far  more  plausible  than  those  pro- 
posed to  be  fostered  by  the  present  measure, 
and  yet  the  result  was  what  I  have  stated : 
point-blank  repudiation  by  a  county  rolling  in 
wealth,  but  whose  resources  bad  been  shame- 
lessly squandered,  and  whose  credit  had  been 
grossly  misapplied  by  the  ** enterprising" 
people  who  haa  control. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  trust  that  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  will  permit  me  to  correct  him  in  that 
respect.  The  county  of  Alleghany  never  re- 
pudiated that  debt. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Alleghany  county  dis- 
tinctly refused  to  pay  that  debt,  and  I  have 
personal  knowledge  of  the  fact.  My  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  must  admit  the  fact  that 
for  ten  years  and  upward  the  interest  upon 
the  bonds  of  that  county  lay  in  arrear,  and 
that  no  judgment  obtained  upon  those  bonds 
in  the  courts  of  that  State  sumced  to  produce 
one  dollar  of  the  money  out  of  the  property, 
public  or  private,  within  the  county  limits. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  They  did  not  repudiate. 
'  Mr.  BAYARD.  The  Senator  says  they  did 
not  repudiate.  They  forced  their  creditors 
into  their  own  terms.  They  did  not  pay  their 
debt,  and  their  debt  remains  to  this  day,  as  to 
a  large  portion  of  it,  unpaid,  although  I  am 
aware  that  the  creditors,  driven  by  the  stress 
of  necessity,  and  by  the  admitted  fact  that  the 
judgments  of  the  highest  court  of  Pennsylva- 
nia were  incapable  of  being  executed  against 


the  general  public  sentiment  of  the  people  of 
Alleghany  county,  were  compelled  to  accept 
such  terms  as  the  county  chose  to  offer  them. 
That  was  the  result  of  it.  That  I  consider 
very  sad  and  discreditable,  and,  as  my  friend 
has  said,  it  has  led  finally  to  an  amendment 
of  the  constitution  to  prevent  such  occurences 
in  the  future. 

Will  not  Congress,  will  not  the  people  of 
this  District,  borrow  this  leaf  from  the  book 
of  experience  of  Pennsylvania?  What  is  there 
in  this  District  which  represents  the  wealth, 
the  energy,  the  commercial  means,  the  com- 
mercial capacities  of  the  county  of  Alleghany, 
Pennsylvania?  It  is  as  nothing.  There  is  no 
comparison  between  the  resources  of  the  two. 
The  city  of  Washington  has  in  itself  very  little 
capacity  for  commercial  development.  There 
is  capacity  and  there  is  necessity  here  for  the 
creation  of  a  great  city,  which  shall  be  the 
seat  of  Government  for  our  Union  I  trust  for 
untold  time.  There  is  need  for  accommo- 
dation for  a  large  and  increasing  population 
brought  here  to  attend  the  sessions  of  Con- 
gress to  make  here  their  homes.  There  is 
also  provided  by  nature  a  great  and  valuable 
water-power  on  the  Potomac  river,  which  will 
hereafter,  I  trust,  be  developed  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manufactures.  But  to  speak  of  Wash- 
ington as  a  metropolis,  to  suppose  that  in 
commerce  and  for  commercial  purposes  the 
site  of  this  city  will  ever  be  valuable,  is  greatly 
to  misunderstand  what  the  real  value  of  the 
city  is,  and  what  her  capacities  for  improve- 
ment are.  Both  are  great,  but  both  need 
intelligent  comprehension. 

I  am  opposed  to  this  entering- wedge  for 
subscribing  money  out  of  the  pockets  of  those 
who  are  to  pay  all  the  taxes,  and  who  own  ajl 
the  property  which,  is  to  respond  to  the  de- 
mands of  taxation,  without  having  any  just 
influence  in  deciding  the  measures  or  methods 
of  taxation.'  It  is  manifestly  unjust.  Every- 
where this  same  spirit  of  using  the  forms  of 
legislation  to  gain  money  at  the  cost  of  other 
men  is  rife  in  the  country.  I  have  met  it  and 
contended  against  it  in  the  community  where 
my  home  is.  Glowing  pictures  of  the  devel- 
opment of  the  city  of  Wilmington,  Delaware, 
were  held  up  before  our  eyes,  all  to  come  from 
the  judicious  use  of  an  untarnished  credit, 
untarnished  because  discreetly  protected. 
Well,  sir,  we  desired,  many  of  us,  our  credit 
should  remain  untarnished,  and  therefore  un- 
touched in  that  way;  and  finally  when  specu- 
lators, and  those  men  who  are  called  **enter- 
prising  men,*'  who  wish  to  do  so  much  at  little 
cost  to  themselves  and  without  regard  to  the 
cost  to  other  people,  found  that  they  could  not 
embark  the  city  and  pledge  the  property  of  her 
people  for  improvements  outside  ot  her  limits, 
they  came  down  to  what  is  after  all  the  sensible 
and  proper  way  of  making  these  improvements, 
and  that  is  carefully  to  estimate  whether  they 
are  required,  carefully  to  estimate  their  costj 
and  then  by  the  paintnl  method  of  self-denial 
and  strict  economy,  by  appealing  to  the  com- 
mon sense  of  business  men  and  those  interested 
in  the  development  of  property  lying  along  the 
route,  and  in  the  welfare  of  the  community,  to 
proceed  to  subscribe  the  money  themselves, 
and  procure  it  from  others  on  fair  represent- 
ations of  just  and  reliable  remuneration  in  the 
future. 

It  has  been  done.  The  money  was  not 
subscribed  at  once  or  without  difficulty ;  but  it 
has  been  done,  and  the  result  is  that  procuring 
these  means  with  pains  and  care,  not  getting 
them  for  the  mere  asking,  every  contract  has 
been  carfully  considered  before  it  was  entered 
into ;  all  the  moneys  expended  have  been 
carefully  and  judiciously  expended  }  the  roads 
have  been  built,  and  built  better,  and  prob- 
ably at  one  half  the  cost  they  would  have  been 
had  this  lavish  allowance  of  public  credit 
and  public  moneys  been  permitted  to  take  the 
place  of  individual  enterprise. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  very  unjust  proposition 
surely  that  the  men  who  are  to  pay  for  this 


road,  who  are  to  pay  for  this  stock,  the  calls 
upon  whom  are  to  be  exacted  to  the  last 
dollar,  should  have  so  little  voice  in  it  as 
ha^e  the  property-holders  of  the  Distxict.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  such  attempts  as  this, 
such  wild  schemes  of  public  improvement, 
such  undigested  schemes  of  expenditure,  will 
lead  Oongress  to  reconsider  their  verj  hasty 
action  in  creating  such  a  government  as  that 
which  controls  the  District  of  CSolumbia.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  some  little  responsibility 
for  expenses  will  be  insisted  upon  at  the 
hands  of  those  who  are  to  control  the  ex- 
penses, not  as^ow,  when  a  vast  herd  of  igno 
rant  and  corruptible  people,  utterlj  ignorant 
of  the  cares  of  property,  utterly  ignorant  of 
the  responsibility  of  it,  pecuniarily  irrespoog- 
ible,  are  to  be  permitted  to  control  not  only 
the  measures  of  local  government,  which  are 
limited  in  their  scope,  which  are  capable  of 
some  degree  of  supervision,  and  mistukes 
in  which  are  capable  of  detection  as  they 
are  committed,  but  to  go  beyond  the  Dis- 
trict and  to  expend  money  in  wild  schemes 
undigested  and  imperfect,  which  those  who 
vote  for  will  have  no  part  in  paying  for.  No 
theory  of  equity  or-  justice  can  sustain  such 
a  government,  and  discredit  and  ruin  will 
necessarily  be  the  fruits  of  its  maintenance. 

I  did  not  propose,  sir,  to  do  more  than  pro- 
test against  this  entertng-wedge  of  allowing 
any  money  to  be  voted  or  subscribed  or  any 
obligation  to  be  given  by  the  governoient  of 
this  District  for  public  works  oatside  of  its 
limits,  and  I  trust  that  this  exhibition  of  the 
recklessness  with  which  such  subscriptions  are 
sought  to  foe  made,  this  reckless  assumption 
of  obligations  based  upon  the  property  of  the 
District,  will  induce  Congress  either  to  recall 
their  present  charter  (^  govern ment,  or  at  least 
.so  to  amend  it  that  there  shall  be  establiehrd 
«ome  prerequisite  for  voting  in  the  way  of  pay- 
ment of  taxes,  of  poll-tax  at  least,  upon  tbo^ 
who  affe  to  control  the  finaacial  measures  of 
the  community,  which  may  have  some  restrict- 
ive effeot  You  give  the  control  of  property 
into  the  hands  of  those  who  have  no  property 
you  giVjC  the  control  of  property  into  the  hands 
<of  those  <who  never  knew  what  the  responsi- 
bilities of  property  were;  and  can  you  expect 
wher«  you  divorce  power  from  responsibility, 
that  anything  but  corruption  will  necessarily 
•result  ?  if  you  do  expect  this  you  certainly 
haiNe  nothing  in  past  history,  nothing  in  expe- 
rience to  warrant  that  expectation. 

Now,  if  there  is  any  part  of  the  country 
toward  whom  I  entertain  feelings  of  sym^ta- 
tby,  whose  welfare  I  would  strive  in  every 
just  and  proper  way  to  advance,  it  is  that 
portion  of  the  country  which  was  but  lawly 
the  seat  of  war  *,  that  portion  of  Virginia  wfaico 
was  so  lately  ravaged  by  the  operations  of 
contending  armies.  For  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia and  for  their  welfare  I  have  the  mo«t 
sincere  and  hearty  sympathy.  Bat  1  do  not 
consider  that  they  would  be  assisted  mate- 
rially by  this  subscri{)tion,  while  I  do  consider 
that  the  people  of  this  District  and  those  who 
own  property  within  its  borders  would  be  mo^t 
seriously  injured  by  such  an  attempt  to  lend 
their  credit  for  schemes  which  cannot  be  prop- 
erly understood  or  controlled  by  a  local  gov- 
ernment. Nothing  is  so  important  at  this 
time  in  this  country  astorec^stablish  the  rights 
and  powers  of  local  self-govemmeut ;  iMid 
from  this  follows  necessarily  the  duty  of  load 
government  to  confine  itself  strictly  to  its  field 
of  jurisdiction. 

As  I  say,  I  fear  that  if  this  thing  be  once 
started  we  shall  be  compelled  to  send  good 
money  after  bad.  When  the  money  now  sub- 
scribed has  been  expended,  we  shall  have  the 
very  strong  argument  that  we  must  advance 
more  to  save  that  which  has  been  spent.  It 
has  occurred  a  thousand  times,  and  wiil  occar 
again,  and  I  think  the  best  way  to  avoid  it  is 
not  to  attempt  to  foster  enterprises,  however 
desirable  they  may  be,  by  such  hot-house  pro- 
cesses as  this  of  lending  credit  for  objects  fitf 
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beyond  the  lo^al  Kmits  which  Ihe  goretmBent 
of  this  District  was  appointed  to  look  after. 

Therefore,  Mr.  President,  I  shall  vote  for 
every  amendment  that  tends  to  secnre  ih\8 
loan  of  credit  or  this  subscription  to  be  made, 
for  the  property- holders  of  thij*  District,  no%' 
only  by  making  it  a  condition,  and  a  tety  prfopef 
one,  thai  pari  passu  with  their  subscription 
shall  be  a  secared  subscription  by  other  parties 
for  double  the  amount,  but  I  shall  rote  againsE 
the  entire  measure,  believing  that  the  sysrterti 
of  building  railroads  or  other  public  improve' 
ments  by  subscriptions  by  municipal  govern- 
ments far  away  from  their  local- limits,  totally 
disconnected  with  the  object  for  which  these 
governments  were  chartered,  is  a  system  so 
Ticious  that  it  ought  to  be  met  at  the  threshold 
and  on  all  occasions,  and  met  before  its  eviltf 
are  upon  the  people  in  resistless  force. 

The  same  reasons  that  have  compelled  the 
State  of  Illinois,  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvaniaf 
and  others  to  so  amend  their  eonstitntiotis 
that  snbscriptions  of  this  kind  cannot  be 
allowed,  should  certainly  teach  as  here,  who 
are  attempting  to  assist  the  people  of  this 
District  to  straggle  through  their  difflenltieS) 
not  to  embark  upon  a  course  so  fraught  with 
danger,  so  fraught  with  debt,  ftnd  the  trouble 
that  debt  gives  ricie  to,  as  this  proposed 
sabscription  to  a  railroad  far  ontelde  of  its 
limits. 

If  thie  District  were  fVee  from  debt,  if  it  were 
strong  in  natural  resources,  if  it  were  well  gov- 
erned, if  the  control  of  the  District  we^e  in  the 
hands  of  people  whose  property  and  whose  in- 
terests compel  them  wisely  to  regulate  expendi- 
tures, and  to  be  responsible  tor  their  aots^  I  do 
not  think  we  should  be  troubled  with  the  con- 
sideratfon  of  this  question  |  but  as  those  men 
have  not  the  poWer,  and  as  others  less  fit  to 
govern^  both  for  their  own  sakes  and  for  the 
sake  of  the  property-holders,  have  the  power, 
I  trust  the  Senate  will  protect  those  who  will 
have  to  bear  the  burden  from  having  it  forced 
upon  them  by  those  who  are  firae  from  its 
obligations,  and  regardless  of  the  results  of 
debt  and  disordered  finances. 

Mr<  HARLAN.  In  pursuance  of  the  notice 
I  gave  yesterday,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
the*Indian  appropriation  bill,  1  move  that  the 
pending  measure  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  would  just  like  to  say  that 
the  friends  of  the  bill  do  not  intend  to  dis- 
cass  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Howb 
in  the  chair.)  Tbe  Senator  from  Virginia  will 
remember  that  the  pending  motion  is  not 
debatable. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Tbe  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  18,  nays^;  as  follows: 

YBAS^MeMrs.  Ames,  Badkintrham,  Bayard,  Cald- 
well. Cole,  Cooper.  Ferry  of  Conneoticut,  Frelinghay- 
seo.  Uarlan.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont, 
Pomeroy.  Pratt.  Robertson,  Sauldbory,  Soburs, 
TrumbuU,  and  Wright— 18. 

NAYS— Meffiirt.  AloorD,  Blair,  Carpepter«  Conk- 
liaK,  Cragin.  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  fenton,  Gil- 
bert. Hill,  iiilchcoftk,  Ilowe,  Kelly.  Lewl^,  Logati. 
Morton.  Norwood,  Nye.  Osborn,  Pooh  Sawyer,  dte- 
venaon.  iStew^t,  dumnert  Tipiott,  and  Viekers— 2S. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Anthony,  Boremao,Bf ownlow» 
Cduieron,  Casserly.  Chandler,  Clayton.  Corbett, 
Duvis  of  Kentucky,  Bdmunds,  Ferry  of  Mioblgan^ 
Flanagan,  Goldthwalte,  Uafinilion  of  Maryland, 
iiainilton  of  Texas.  Uamlin. «)  ohnoton.  Kellogg,  Pat- 
terson, Ramsey,  Rice,  Scott.  Shdrmafi,  Spencer. 
h>Drafue,  Stoflkton,  Thnrman,  West,  Wilson,  and 
Windom— 30. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  wish  to  make  an  appeal 
now  to  the  Benate  to  permit  this  bill  to  be 
parsed  over  informally  with  a  view  to  taking  a 
vote  on  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  as  it 
stands  without  introducing  any  other  amend- 
ments. It  is  very  important  that  that  bill 
should  be  acted  upon  and  become  a  law  at  an 
early  period.  It  is  now  the  4tb  of  April.  It 
will  require  some  days  before  the  judgment  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  can  be  taken  on 
the  amendments  that  have  already  been  adopted 
by  the  Senate,  and  some  days  before  the  bill 
can  become  a  law.    It  will  be  the  middle  of 


April,  probably,  before  It  can  become  a  law, 
if  it  shall  be  acted  upon  to-day.  The  service 
will  suffer  materially,  as  every  Senator  will  see, 
unless  the  Department  should  be  able  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantages  of  the  provisions 
of  this  law  before  the  crops  are  put  in ;  and 
I  will  appeal  to  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee to  offer  no  more  amendments,  if  the  friends 
of  the  pending  bill  will  allow  it  to  be  passed 
over  informally  and  the  vote  taken  on  the  ap-« 
propriation  bill  without  any  more  amend- 
ments. 

The  PRESIDING  OFPICBR.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa  asks  the  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  lay  aside  the  pending  bill 
informally  that  the  Senate  may  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Indian  appropriation 
bill,  with  a  view  of  taking  a  Tote  upon  that 
bill  as  it  now  stands  without  fifrther  amend- 
ment.    Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  There  is  an  objection.  The 
rote  cannot  be  taken  upon  that  bill  at  once. 
There  are  other  amendments  to  be  offered  to 
it.  It  is  the  annual  Indian  appropriation  bill ; 
aud  even  if  it  were  passed  now,  it  would  not  be 
available  until  the  next  fiscal  year,  the  begin- 
ning of  July. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  is  technically  00,  but 
if  the  honorable  Senator  has  become  familiar 
with  the  action  of  the  Department,  he  knows 
that  they  anticipate  the  use  of  this  money,  and 
make  their  purchases  with  a  view  to  it.  The 
money  will  nOt  be  drawn  and  paid  oat  until 
after  the  1st  of  July  9  but  they  will  not  act 
under  the  bill  until  it  becomes  a  law. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  am  very  well  satisfied  that 
they  do  act  in  anticipation  of  the  law;  becattse 
they  are  well  aware  that  Congress  will  pass  the 
appropriations  which  they  are  bound  to  pass 
by  treaty  stipulations,  and  the  t)epartment 
invariably  acts  in  anticipation  of  that.  I  can 
see  no  necessity,  therefore,  for  nrring  the  pas- 
sage of  that  bill,  and  cutting  of  the  amend' 
ments  which  I  know  Senators  propose  to  offer, 
which  are  just  as  important,  and  some  of  them, 
in  my  judgment,  more  important  than  any  that 
have  been  offered. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  LfiWIS.  I  think  this  discnssion  is  oat 
of  order  on  this  bill.  The  Senators  are  dis- 
cussing a  question  not  before  the  Senate.  I 
do  hope  that  a  vote  will  now  be  taken  on  the 
railroad  bill.  The  friends  of  the  measure  I 
am  advocating  do  not  intend  to  discuss  it  any 
further. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  was  about  to  appeal  to 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  tp  allow  a  vote  to  be 
taken  on  the  pending  bill.  Let  as  dispose  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  question,  and  then 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  will  be  before 
the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  only 
question  before  the  Senate  now  is  the  railroad 
bill. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Would  it  be  in  order  for 
me  to  8peak  to  that  bill? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  I  think  it 
would. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  remember  a  decision  the 
Chair  made  not  long  since,  that  the  Presiding 
Officer  would  not  restrict  a  Senator  to  the  dis- 
cussion  of  any  particular  point  in  a  pending 
bill,  and  I  will  avail  myself  of  that  ruling  to 
correct  a  misapprehension  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri.  What  he  says  is  doubt- 
less true,  tried  by  the  former  action  of  the 
Department—- 

Mr.  HILL.    I  rise  to  a  qnestion  of  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Georgia  rises  to  a  question  of  order, 
which  he  will  state. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  submit  whether  there  is  any 
question  befbi^e  the  Senate  except  an  appeal 
to  the  Senate  that  they  will  unanimously  con- 
sent to  waive  this  bill  for  the  present  to  take 
up  another.  Now,  is  it  the  ruling  of  the  Chair 
that  we  may  go  into  a  discussion  upon  the 
merits  of  a  bill  that  is  not  before  the  Senate? 
If  I  understand  the  Senator  from  Iowa  cor- 
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reetly,  he  proposes  to  make  a  apeeob  on  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill.  Am  I  right  in 
that? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Ob,  no,  sir;  not  at  all. 
On  the  pending  bill,  the  Piedmont  railroad 
bill. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  ask  pardon.  I  thought  it  was 
on  the  Indian  bill. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  May  I  appeal  to  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  to  allow  us  to  vote  on  this  bill? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  should  be  very  glad  if 
the  Senate  would  come  to  a  vote  on  the  bill, 
but  I  am  quite  sure  they  will  not  without  dis- 
cussion. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  ftm  vety  sure  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  will  accomplish  his  object  and  ^et 
at  the  appropriation  bill  much  sooner  by  letting 
us  vote  on  this  bill  thati  he  will  by  discussing  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Virginia  for  his  assur- 
ance. I  should  have  been  through  with  what 
I  intended  to  say  long  since  if  I  had  not  been 
interrupted.  I  Wish  to  correct  a  misappre- 
hension.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri thinks  that  the  heads  of  Departments  can 
avail  themselves  of  appropriations  not  made, 
in  anticipation  of  the  action  of  Congress.  It 
may  have  escaped  his  observation  tbat  Con- 
gress a  session  or  two  since  passed  a  law 
making  it  a  crime  for  an  offlper  to  do  this.  So 
there  have  been  no  advertisements  published 
for  contracts  nnder  this  or  any  other  pending 
bill  that  the  head  of  a  Department  may  suppose 
will  in  the  future  become  a  law;  and  I  doubt 
not  they  will  observe  this  inaction  until  Con- 
gress has  passed  the  bill. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.    Certaitily. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Afler  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  and  prior  to  tbe  time  when  by  its 
terms  it  is  to  take  effect,  ettn  the  Department 
act  under  it  any  more  than  they  can  under  a 
bill  that  has  not  passed? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  They  proceed  to  advertise 
for  contracts. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Under  a  law  that  has 
not  gone  into  force  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  They  advertise  for  con- 
tracts 

Mr.*  CARPENTER.  Under  a  law  that  ia 
not  iu  existence  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  And  they  expect  to  pay  for 
the  property  that  will  be  bought  under  these 
contracts  out  of  appropriations  that  will  be 
made  and  will  be  available  on  the  Ist  of  July 
next. 

The  PRESIDING  OFPICBR.  The  ques- 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Let  it  be 
read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

And  provided  further^  That  no  part  of  the  said  sab- 
scription by  said  District  shall  be  paid  until  twice 
the  amount  subsoHbed  by  private  parties  shall  have 
been  actfially  paid  in  cash  and  expended  in  the 
constrttction  of  tbe  road. 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  amendment  which 
I  offered  was  that  ad  equal  amount  should  be 
put  into  the  construction  of  the  road  by  pri- 
vate parties^  and  then  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont proposed  to  amend  that  amend mer^  by 
saying  *'  twice  the  amount."  The  question  is 
on  that  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  to  my  amendment.  I  ask  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  to  withdraw  it  aud  ac* 
cept  the  proviso  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  with 
which  he  is  familiar,  and  let  it  be  added  to  my 
original  amendment,  because  I  think  it  is  more  < 
effective  than  his. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  will  hear  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  the  pro- 
posed amendment  will  be  read  for  information. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provide,  That  the  said  PiedmoUt  and  Potomao 
Railroad  Compaay  shall  enter  into  bond^in  thcitum 
of  1800,000,  With  erood  and  au(&6ient  individual  sure- 
ties, to  be  approved  by  the  Governor  of  the  District 
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of  Columbia  and  the  Secretary  of  the  TreasurF  of 
the  United  States,  condUioned  for  the  repayment 
with  interest  of  the  money  subscribed  to  the  capital 
stf)ck  of  thesaid  company  if  the  said  company  shall 
f}iil  to  complete  thesaid  road  for  the  running  of  oars 
within  three  years  from  the  acceptance  of  the 
$600,009  to  be  subscribed  by  the  said  District. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  did  not  in- 
tend to  consume  another  moment  of  the  time 
of  the  Senate  on  this  bill ;  but  regarding  it,  as 
I  do,  as  a  measure  of  the  most  mischieTOus 
character.  I  cannot  refrain  from  giving  some 
further  facts  which  I  know  in  relation  to  the 
road. 

When  the  question  of  granting  this  subscrip- 
tion was  voted  upon  in  this  city,  it  was  ex- 
pected that  the  Pennsylvania  railroad  would 
guraniy  $15,000  a  mile  to  iron  and  equip  the 
road,  and  several  citizens  have  called  upon 
me  since  the  debate  yesterdajr  and  told  me 
that  they  voted  for  the  subscription  under  such 
circumstances^  but  that  since  the  road  which 
was  to  give  this  guarantee  of  $15,000  per  mile 
has  become  defanct,  if  the  question  were  again 
presented  they  would  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  What  road  has  become 
defunct? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  Penn- 
sylvania road  chartered  by  Virginia.  The 
guarantee  was  to  be  by  them.  In  the  first 
place,  the  road,  I  will  state,  was  not  accepted 
during  the  time  provided  for  by  the  charter, 
and  therefore  becomes  extinct. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  look  and  see  what  pecu- 
liar, what  beautiful  legislation  we  have  on  this 
subject  by  the  territorial  Legislature  of  this 
District.  I  find  that  in  the  act  passed  by  this 
territorial  Legislature  authorizing  the  sab- 
scription  of  $600,000  to  this  road,  they  pro- 
vided in  the  third  section  as  follows: 

"That,  in  order  to  meet  the  interest  to  aocme  on 
said  bonds,  there  shall  be  levied  annually  a  tax  of 
six  per  cent.,  or  such  lower  rate  as  may  suffice,  on 
everrSlOO  of  the  assessed  value  of  real  and  i>6r8onaI 
esiate  of  said  District,  the  proceeds  of  which  tax 
shall  constitut^e  a  special  fund  pledged  for  the  pay- 
ment  of  said  interesL" 

A  tax  of  six  per  cent,  upon  the  entire  prop- 
erty of  the  District  is  authorized  by  the  Legis- 
lature to  pay  the  interest  upon  these  bonds  1 

Mr.  SA\V  Y£R.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  It  was  stated  by  the  par- 
ties interested  in  this  matter,  and  with  autnor- 
ity,  that  that  was  a  clerical  error ;  that  instead 
of  being  six  per  cent,  it  was  six  hundredths  of 
one  per  cent. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  This  was  an 
act  passed  last  August.  The  attention  of  the 
city  has  been  called  to  it.  The  Governor  was 
notified  of  it.  The  Legislature  has  been  in 
session  several  times  since.  Why  has  it  not 
been  corrected?  It  so  stands  in  the  statute — six 
per  cent. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.   Certainly. 

Mr.  0  ARPEN  TER.  Is  that  anything  more 
than  equivalent  to  saying  that  they  shall  levy  a 
sufficient  tax  to  pay  the  annual  interest? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  gives  them 
authority  to  levy  six  per  cent. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Six  per  cent ,  or  such 
sam  as  may  be  sufficient  to  accomplish  the 
purpose. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  They  cannot  levy 
more  than  enough  to  pay  the  interest 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  only  bring 
it  forward  as  a  specimen  brick  in  relation  to 
this  matter. 

Now  you  will  find  in  the  charter  the  names 
of  most  respectable  citizens  scattered  through- 
out the  country.  Does  anybody  believe,  even 
if  they  know  they  are  part  and  parcel  of  the 
corporators,  that  any  one  of  them  has  paid  a 
dollar  in  as  a  stockholder  ?  If  they  are  stock- 
holders, they  have  unquestionably  had  their 
stock  given  to  them.  They  are  men  of  too 
much  sagacity  to  subscribe  stock  in  such  a 


road  as  this  with  any  intention  of  ever  paying 
for  it. 

Now  look  at  the  character  of  the  road. 
Why,  sir,  we  have  a  road  already  built  that  is 
parallel,  running  fortv-five  miles  out  here,  and 
six  miles  more  of  it  that  is  almost 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  a 
word  right  there  ? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Certainly. 
•  Mr.  LEWIS.  There  is  no  road  running 
parallel  with  this  road  at  all,  or  anything  near 
parallel  with  itj  and  the  map  will  show  it.  I 
know  every  foot  of  that  road  myself,  every 
foot  of  the  ground.  I  have  passed  over  it 
time  and  again.  I  will  add  further,  as  I  do 
not  intend  to  discuss  this  question,  and  I  hope 
no  friend  of  the  bill  will,  that  if  there  was  a  road 
there,  so  much  the  better  for  Washington  citv. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  Senator 
may  well  say  it  does  not  run  parallel,  because 
his  road  is  not  even  surveyed,  laid  out,  and 
located ;  but  the  road  to  which  I  refer  does  go 
through  that  country,  and  will  cover 

Mr.   LEWIS.     If  the  Senator  will  allow 


me 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  prefer  not 
to  be  interrupted  until  I  get  through,  for  I 
shall  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate  but  a 
moment,  and  then  the  Senator  from  Virginity 
can  have  all  the  time  he  chooses.  I  say  the 
Washington  and  Ohio  road  does  drain  the 
same  country  to  which  this  road  roust  inevit- 
ably penetrate,  if  it  goes  anywhere  where  its 
friends  predict  it  must  go. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  here  the  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  this  city,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 9, 1872.  Has  anybody  got  a  later  vote 
of  that  Board  of  Trade? 

Mr.  LEWIS.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Well,  I  will 
read  this  preamble  and  resolution  passed  by  a 
unanimous  vote  of  the  Board  of  1  rade  on  the 
9th  of  February  last  It  will  show  how  much 
value  is  to  be  placed  upon  that  too.  It  reads 
as  follows: 
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Whereas  a  bill  passed  by  the  Legislature  appro- 
priatioff  $600,000  for  th)»  building  of  a  railroad, 
called  the  Piedmont  and  Potomac  railroad,  is  now 
before  Consress  for  confirmation ;  and  whereas  the 
scheme  is  gotten  up  by  a  few  speculators  for  private 
purposes;  and  whereas  such  a  railroad  runs  almost 
parallel  within  a  few  miles  of  the  Wnsbiugton  and 
Ohio  railroad,  and  can  be  of  no  particular  benefit 
to  the  Distriet:  Therefore, 

*'Be  U  retolvedt  That  the  resolution  offered  by  Hon. 
Charles  Sumnbb,  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
to  reject  the  confirmation  of  said  bill,  meets  the 
views  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  Washington  city, 
and  that  the  interest  of  the  District  requires  that 
the  said  bill  should  be  rejected. 

**  The  above  nreamble  and  resolution  were  unani- 
mously adopted  at  the  meeting  of  February  9, 1872. 
On  motion  the  following  gentlemen  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  represent  the  views  of  the  board  on 
the  above-mentioned  subject  to  Congress,  and  to  use 
their  best  endeavors  to  secure  the  rejection  of  the 
said  bill :  S.  Bacon,  esq.,  W.  Q.  Metaerott,  esq.,  W. 
H.  Clagett  esq..  William  Wall,  esq." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  desire  that 
this  bill  should  pass  without  Senators  hav- 
ing their  eyes  open  to  the  fact  that  it  is  a  posi- 
tive gift  to  a  company  that  has  not,  as  I  be- 
lievej  a  dollar  of  valid  subscriptions  to-day ; 
that  IS,  a  dollar  that  could  be  legally  enforced. 
If  the  parties  who  have  subscribed  refuse  to 
pay,  all  you  can  do  is  to  sell  and  forfeit  their 
stock.  If  this  city  is  to  give  $600,000  for  the 
purpose  of  aiding  in  the  building  of  this  road, 
It  ought  to  have  some  security  at  least  that  the 
road  shall  be  built 

Mr.  LEWIS.  The  Senator  from  Vermont 
says  that  these  roads  run  parallel.  I  say  they 
do  not,  and  it  is  not  contemplated  that  they 
shall.  But  that  is  a  question  that  has  no  bear- 
ing whatever.  I  should  like  to  know  where  he 
gets  his  authority  for  saying  so  when  he  states 
that  this  road  has  not  been  surveyed.  He  says 
they  run  parallel,  and  then  he  gives  as  a  rea- 
son why  1  do  not  know  whether  they  run  par- 
allel with  each  other  or  not,  that  the  route  has 
not  been  surveyed.  Then  how  can  he  know 
that  these  roads  run  parallel  when  he  has  jast 
given  as  a  reason  that  I  do  not  know  that  the 
route  of  this  one  has  been  surveyed  ? 


One  word  further  as  to  the  action  of  the 
Board  of  Trade.  There  has  been  a  subse- 
quent action  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  which  was 
almost  unanimous,  which  I  sent  to  the  desk 
vesterd^.  At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  of  which  the  Senator  speaka,  there  were 
but  eleven  members  of  the  board  present,  six 
of  whom  have  since  signed  the  other  paper. 
That  is  all  I  have  to  say.  I  hope  the  vote 
will  be  taken  on  this  bill,  and  that  then  we 
shall  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  the 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  COLE.  Mr.  President,  it  seems  to  me 
a  very  reasonable  proposition  to  require  the 
stockholders  in  this  concern  to  do  a  liule  some- 
thing. That  they  should  be  required  to  pay  up 
an  equal  amount  to  that  which  is  now  ask^o 
as  a  donation  from  the  citizens  of  Waahiogtoa 
is  certainly  a  very  reasonable  proposition;  and 
the  proposition  made  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, tnat  they  should  pay  twice  the  amount  of 
this  donation  from  the  city  of  Washington,  is 
certainly  of  itself  a  reasonable  proposition. 
But  the  effort  now,  as  it  appears  to  me,  is  dis- 
tinctly one  to  allow  this  corporation  to  goioto 
operation  upon  the  capital  that  is  to  be  fur- 
nished by  the  city  of  Washington,  the  $600,000, 
and  that,  judging  from  the  efforts  on  behalf  of 
this  bill,  is  to  be  the  capital  upon  which  the 
concern  is  to  be  pushed  forward.  If  it  is  not 
a  stock-jobbing  operation,  I  misjadfe  it. 

The  amendment  of  my  friend  firom  Nevada, 
that  they  shall  give  a  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$800,000  that  the  road  shall  be  built  in  three 
years,  looks  to  me  like  a  very  fallacious  prop- 
osition. Nobody  supposes  that  that  bond  if 
forfeited  by  lapse  of  time  will  be  enforced,  or 
that  any  result  will  come  from  it.  Certainly 
it  cannot  be  expected.  There  are  always  ex- 
cuses enough  to  get  over  a  thing  of  that  kind. 
Why,  sir,  if  the  friends  of  this  measure  can 
now  bring  up  the  bill  in  this  body,  casting 
aside  business  of  the  greatest  possible  import- 
ance to  the  whole  country,  aud  push  it  uoon 
Congress,  going  over  the  Senate  by  a  sort  of 
hop,  skip,  and  jump,  it  will  be  the  easiest 
thing  in  the  world  for  them  to  get  rid  of  the 
obligation  of  that  bond.  They  can  fill  the 
lobbies  of  the  Senate  and  the  Honse  of  Hepre- 
Hentatives  at  any  time  with  enough  to  controls 
matter  of  that  sort  and  to  prevent  any  enforce- 
ment of  liability. 

Now,  Mr.  I^resident,  if  this  bill  is  to  pass, 
let  it  be  invested  with  at  least  so  mach  of  fair- 
ness as  to  require  the  persons  who  are  stock- 
holders, none  of  whom  do  I  know,  to  come 
forward  with  a  little  of  their  own  spare  cash ; 
let  them  be  required  to  put  in  as  much  as  is 
exacted  from  the  poor  people  of  the  District 
of  Columbia.  I  appeal  to  those  who  are  in 
favor  of  the  bill  to  allow  that  much,  and  not 
to  have  it  go  through  upon  the  capitsd  that  is 
furnished  by  the  city  of  Washington  alone,  to 
let  it  go  on  the  market  with  that  basis  of 
credit  and  that  only. 

I  am  very  little  acquainted  with  stock-job- 
bing operations.  I  know  but  little  about  them ; 
but  I  am  aware  that  with  this  assistance  ren- 
dered by  the   Qovernmeot  to  these  corpor- 
ations if  often  turns  out  that  they  go  upon  the 
market  without  putting  their  hands  in  their 
pockets  at  all,  and  seU  their  stock  and  their 
bonds,  and  raise  money  in  that  way,  and  come 
out  of  the  enterprise  eventually  with  large 
property,  and  without  any  disbursements  what- 
ever from  their  own  pockets.     That  is  a  com- 
mon thing  in  this  country.     It  is  hiph  time 
that  the  people  viewed  this  matter  in  its  right 
light,  and  stopped   this  business.     It  is  not 
creditable  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
which  is  supposed  to  represent  a  repoblicato 
Government,  to   foster  and  encourage  these 
things  much  further. 

The  PHESIDING  OFFICER.  Theques- 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  irom 
Vermont  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEWART.  If  that  is  not  adopted, 
I  will  offer  my  amendment,  which,  I  think,  is 
better  than  that.    Let  it  be  read  again. 
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The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Morrill,  of  Vermont.' 

Mr.  STEWART.  That  is  not  the  amend- 
inent. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Nevada 
is  not  in  the  possession  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  offered  an  amendment 
to  the  bill  proposing  that  an  eqaal  amount  of 
stock  shoald  first  be  subscribed  by  private 
individuals,  and  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
offered  an  amendment  to  that  amendment.  I 
should  like  to  have  the  amendment  as  I  offered 
it  read,  and  then  I  want  to  offer  another  pro- 
viso in  addition. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  does  not  understand  the  position 
of  the  question.  When  he  offered  his  amend- 
ment it  was  an  amendment  voted  on  before, 
and  was  ruled  out  of  order.  Thereupon  I 
introduced  it  myself  with  the  change  of  a  word 
or  two.  requiring  individual  subscriptions  of 
twice  the  amount 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  not  object  to  that 
if  the  Senator  will  amend  it  so  as  to  provide 
for  a  subscription  of  an  equal  amount,  and 
then  add  this  proviso  at  the  end. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  would  gladly 
do  so,  but  I  do  not  think  $600,000  added  to 
the  amount  paid  by  the  District  will  secure  the 
building  of  the  road.  The  road  will  cost  not 
less  than  $3,000,000 ;  and  I  do  not  think  the 
amount  suggested  by  the  Senator  would  form 
a  basis  of  security  sufficient  tu  enable  the  par- 
ties to  mortgage  the  road,  to  issue  preferred 
stock,  or  in  any  way  to  raise  the  wind  by  which 
the  road  can  be  built.  I  regard  this  subscrip- 
tion as  utterly  lost  if  the  bill  shall  pass  as  pre- 
sented. In  order  to  secure  the  road  I  do  not 
think  that  less  than  one  million  or  one  million 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars  in  addition  to 
the  $600,000  given  by  the  city  will  effect  the 
object.  If  I  supposed  $600,000  would  do  it,  I 
would  agree  to  tnat  amendment,  bat  it  is  too 
small  a  basis  for  so  large  a  road. 

Mr.  STEWART.  1  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  by 
striking  out  the  words  *Hwice  the  amount" 
and  inserting  **an  equal  amount,''  after  which 
1  shall  offer  the  proviso  which  has  bean  read 
as  a  further  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
did  not  understand  the  proposition  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Nevada. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  proposition  is  not 
in  order  now. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
would  like  to  understand  what  the  proposition 
was 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
words  *Hwice  the  amount"  and  insert  **an 
equal  amount." 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment,  and  is  not 
amendable. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Then  I  should  like  to 
have  the  amendment  which  I  offered,  and  to 
which  it  was  an  amendment,  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Amend- 
ment will  be  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Pr<M}id«d,  That  before  any  part  of  the  said  sub- 
gertptioQ  fihall  be  paid,  the  Governor  and  the  Board 
of  Pablic  Works,  aotiDg  separately,  shall  be  sa tufted 
that  said  railroad  will  be  oompleted  and  used  to  a 
poiot  on  the  Potomao  river  opposite  the  oity  of 
WashiDBton  or  Georgetown  by  the  aid  of  said  sub- 
seriptiun. 

Mr.  STEWART.  That  amendment  was 
adopted  yesterday.  I  recollect  that  distinctly. 
Then  I  offered  an  amendment,  and  the  Sena- 
tor from  Vermont  moved  to  amend  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  you  cannot  offer 
another -amendment  now. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  propose  a  substi- 
tute for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont.  I  propose  'the  amendment  which 
WAS  offered  by  my  colleague  yesterday,  and 


the  proviso  to  which  I  have  referred,  as  a  sub* 
stitute  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  order.     Is  that  in  order? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
is  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
why? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Simply  be- 
cause the  question  now  pending  before  the 
Senate  is  an  amendment  to  an  amendment. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Then  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  will  be 
voted  down. 

Mr.  HILL.  One  amendment  was  adopted 
yesterday. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  I  understand  the  state 
of  this  case  it  is  precisely  this:  yesterday 
the  Senate  agreed  to  a  proviso  which  was  an 
amendment  to  the  original  bill.  Now  there 
is  an  amendment  moved  to  that,  which  pre- 
clud*is  any  other  amendment  either  by  way  of 
substitute  or  anything  else.  It  is  now  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  is  the 
way  the  Chair  understands  it.  The  question 
is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Georgia. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  seldom  speak  on  ques- 
tions of  order,  because  I  do  not  know  much 
about  them ;  but  on  this  question  I  am  clear. 
I  understand  this  question.  My  colleague  of- 
fered an  amendment.  The  Senator  from  Geor- 
gia offered  a  substitute  for  that  amendment. 
That  substitute  was  adopted  instead  of  the 
original  amendment,  and  then  it  was  adopted 
by  the  Senate.  Then  it  was  in  order  to  move 
another  amendment,  and  I  did  move  one,  byt 
they  have  not  got  it  upon  the  record;  so  I 
will  let  that  pass,  and  take  the  record  as  it 
stands.  Then  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
moved  to  amend  by  requiring  individual  sub- 
scriptions to  double  this  amount.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is  not  an 
amendment  to  an  amendment,  but  it  is  an 
amendment  to  the  bill.  If  it  is  an  amendment 
to  the  bill,  a  substitute  for  that  amendment  is 
in  order ;  and  if  it  is,  I  propose  to  offer  one. 
I  ask  the  Chair  is  a  subsiitute  for  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  in  order? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  No,  the 
Chair  is  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  in  order. 
The  Chair  will  state  the  question  as  he  under- 
stands it.  The  bill  is  before  the  Senate.  The 
colleague  of  the  Senator  from  Nevada  moved 
an  amendment  to  the  bill.  While  that  was 
pending  before  the  Senate,  the  Senator  from 
Georgia  moved  as  an  amendment  to  that  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  word  *'  provided,"  the 
first  word  in  the  amendment,  and  insert  what 
has  just  been  read  by  the  Secretary.  That 
motion  was  agreed  to.  The  question  then  was 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Georgia. 
Thereupon  the  Senator  from  Vermont  moved 
as  an  amendment  to  that  the  words  which  are 
now  before  the  Senate,  and  the  questiou  now 
is  on  that  amendment. 

Mr.  STEWART.  When  this  is  voted  down, 
(hen  another  amendment  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  simply  desire  to  say  that  I 
shall  vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  putting  this  limitation  upon  the 
bill,  and  if  this  or  some  other  safeguard  is 
not  adopted,  I  shall  feel  myself  constrained 
to  vote  against  the  bill.  It  is  perfectly  mani- 
fest that  this  road  cannot  be  completed  unless 
there  are  other  subscriptions  double  the  amount 
of  the  subscription  which  is  proposed  to  be 
made  by  the  District  of  Columbia.  It  will 
take  at  least  that  sum  of  money  to  build  this 
road,  and  unless  the  company  can  get  it,  there' 
is  no  use  of  squandering  this  subscription  of 
the  District.  [Jnless  that  limitation  is  per- 
mitted by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  I  shall  con- 
sider it  iny  duty  to  vote  against  it 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  hope  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  will  be  adopted.  1 


The  friends  of  this  measure  do  not  desire  that 
it  shall  be  voted  down.  We  intend  to  have 
this  road  made. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  Mr.  President,  inasmuch 
as  others  are  offering  their  contributions  to 
this  very  difficult  question  of  railroads  to 
Washington  city  through  a  portion  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Virginia,  I  propose  to  offer  my  con 
tribution  also. 

It  has  been  proposed  here  that  the  stock 
subscribed  by  the  District  of  Columbia  should 
constitute  a  lien  or  first  mortgage  bond  on  the 
road.  Then  it  would  be  not  stock  at  all ;  it 
would  be  a  lien,  and  it  ought  to  be  changed 
to  the  form  of  a  lien  or  a  first  mortgage  bund 
upon  an  imaginary  road  to  secure  the  payment 
of  this  subscription. 

Again,  it  is  proposed  that  this  subscription 
of  stock  shall  not  be  made  until  an  amount 
eaual  to  the  stock  subscribed  by  the  city  of 
Washington  shall  be  subscribed  by  private 
individuals  and  paid  in.  Who  that  knows 
anything  about  railroads  does  not  know  that 
this  thing  of  subscribing  stock  and  paying  in 
is  a  mere  matter  of  pen,  ink,  and  paper? 
That  is  one  of  the  restrictions  which  railroad 
men  know  very  well  how  to  avoid. 

Does  Congress  desire  that  there  shall  be  a 
guarantee  made  to  the  city  of  Washington 
that  will  indemnify  it  in  regard  to  the  con- 
struction of  this  road?  If  so,  then  I  propose 
to  vote  for  the  amendment  which  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  Robertson]  has 
now  upon  his  table,  and  which  he  proposes  to 
offer  at  the  proper  time,  that  this  stock  shall 
not  be  subscribed  until  at  least  twenty-five 
miles  of  the  road  are  built  from  Washington 
city  westward,  with  rolling  stock  completely 
equipped.  If  you  do  that,  then  you  have  a 
guarantee  that  every  one  can  see.  It  is  in  a 
form  unmistakable.  It  is  not  upon  paper.  It 
is  a  road  built  and  equipped,  and  that  building 
and  that  equipment  are  a  guarantee  that  the 
residue  of  the  road  will  be  built.  Then  the 
company,  having  twenty-five  miles  of  road 
complete,  upon  the  stock  subscribed  by 
the  city  of  Washington  can  mortgage  that 
road  for  a  sufficient  amount  to  secure  the 
means  to  construct  the  remainder  of  the  road. 

Here,  then,  is  a  practical  guarantee.  Ilere 
is  practical  aid,  and  one  that  cannot  fail  of 
accomplishing  the  result,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment. If,  then,  the  friends  of  the  road  are  in 
earnest,  if  they  believe  the  road  is  in  hands 
that  will  put  It  through,  they  cannot  object  to 
a  proposition  of  this  kind  ;  for  he  who  comes 
forward  to  subscribe  his  money  and  give  his 
means  to  the  construction  of  the  road  for 
twenty- five  miles  has  a  guarantee  that  when 
those  twenU-five  miles  are  built  there  are 
$600,000  of  stock  on  the  part  of  the  city  of 
Washington  ready  to  be  applied  in  order  to 
advance  the  road  and  carry  it  forward  to  com- 
pletion. Therefore  I  say  if  you  wish  to  estab- 
lish guarantees,  let  them  be  such  guarantees  as 
cannot  be  mistaken,  such  as  cannot  be  evaded, 
such  as  will  secure  the  object  desired. 

I  will  not  touch  upon  the  theories  of 
government  that  have  been  elaborated  before 
the  Senate  in  cooneci ion  with  this  question, 
strange  as  somo  of  them  have  been  to  me. 
The  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont  [M/r. 
Edmunds]  yesterday  declared  that  the  non- 
property- holders,  the  voters,  the  masses  of  the 
I>eople,  have  no  right  to  be  trespassing  on  the 
rights  of  property- holders  by  going  to  the 
ballot-box  and  there  declaring  that  the  city  of 
Washington  or  any  municipality  shall  vote 
stock  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  an  enterprise 
of  this  sort.  In  the  country  from  which  I 
came  it  has  been  escablisbed  as  the  law  of 
the  case,  one  that  we  have  no  power  to  evade, 
that  the  popular  voice,  however  that  voice  may 
be  regarded  by  the  property -holder,  is  the 
supreme  law  of  the  land.  There  the  property- 
holder  holds  his  property  free  from  taxation 
by  the  sufferance  and  by  the  permission  of  the 
voter.  That  is  the  principle  of  this  Govern- 
ment   It  is  restricted,  I  grant,  by  the  power 
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that  Congress  has  ov«t  this  Distri<st ;  bnt  when 
you  go  beyond  the  coufiuesof  this  Districti  th« 
ODly guarantee  that  the  proj^erty-holders  havd 
is  in  the  virtue  and  in  the  intelligence  of  the 
masses. 

Property  can  only  secure  itself  beyond  the 
reach  of  taxation  and  beyond  the  reach  of 
enterprises  of  this  character  when  that  guar- 
antee is  admitted  in  the  letter  of  the  Consti- 
tution itself,  and  that  is  the  case  in  many  States 
of  the  Union  ;  but  even  when  that  guarantee 
is  established  by  the  Constitution  itself,  that 
Constitution  is  the  creature  of  the  people  and 
can  be  broken  down  by  them,  ana  the  Voice 
of  the  people  can  reach  the  property- holder 
and  can  demand  that  that  property  shall  yield 
its  portion  of  the  necessary  revenue  for  the 
support  of  the  Government  and  for  the  devel- 
opment of  the  resources  of  the  country. 

But  to  hsturn  agaiki  to  the  subject  before  the 
Senate ;  I  cannot  see  that  there  is  any  practi- 
cal virtue  in  the  amendments  that  have  been 
offered  by  gentlemen.  We  first  provide  that 
the  consent  of  the  of  Governor  and  the  Board 
of  Public  Works  shall  be  had.  That  consent  is 
akeady  implied  in  the  vote  we  have  already 
seen  on  this  subject)  where  twelve  thousand 
votes  Were  cast  in  favor  of  this  proposition 
and  but  six  hundred  a^inst  it.  But  the  hon- 
orable Senatdr  from  New  Jet*sey  says  there  are 
some  twenty-five  thousand  voters  in  this  Dis- 
trict, and  those  who  remained  away  are  pre* 
sumed  to  be  against  the  proposition.  I  submit 
that  the  presumption  is  Just  the  other  way.  If 
they  remained  avray,  and  took  no  interest,  they 
ar«  not  entitled  to  be  heard  here.  It  is  only 
those  who  tame  forward  and  manifested  their 
will  on  this  subject  that  we  are  entitled  to  listen 
to.  If  the  election  was  declared,  published, 
and  made  known  to  the  people,  and  certain 
persons  stayed  away  from  the  ballot-box  and 
refused  to  express  theniselves,  they  would  not 
ordikiaHly  be  etititled  to  be  heard  in  court; 
they  have  let  their  day  pass. 

But,  sii'j  we  are  itiformed  that  twelve  thou- 
sand volet's  In  this  District  voted  fox:  this  sub- 
scription aud  but  six  hundred  against  it.  That 
is  a  circumstance  going  td  Show  what  the 
judgmettt  of  the  people  of  the  District  is  upott 
this  question.  We  take  it  as  an  evidence  of 
the  feasibility,  df  the  propriety  of  this  enter" 
prise,  and  now  if  Congress  in  giving  its  assent 
to  this  legislation  will  require  that  there  shall 
be  at  least  twenty-five  miles  of  the  road  built, 
or  if  you  please  thirty  miles,  or  a  sufficient 
amount  of  road  built  to  guaranty  the  city  in 
the  $600,000,  the  company  can  bank  upon 
that  capital;  it  can  mortgage  the  road  then, 
and  with  its  mortgage  bonds  go  forwatd  to  its 
completion;  the  city  is  secure;  the  stock- 
holders are  secure;  and  the  people  are  guar- 
antied in  the  construction  of  the  road. 

If  the  amendments  how  pending  are  voted 
down,  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  will 
offer  the  amendment  I  haVe  described,  and  I 
will  vote  for  that ;  but  I  can  see  ho  practical 
value  in  voting  for  the  amendments  now  before 
the  Senate.  1  submit  this  as  my  judgment  in 
the  matter. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  After  con 
sultatlon  with  the  Senator  from  Nevada,  find- 
ing it  win  be  satisfactory  to  him,  I  modify  the 
amehdment  I  proposed  so  as  to  require  $1,000,* 
000  instead  of  twice  the  aniouht  of  this  8Ub-> 
scription  td  be  subscribed  by  Individuals,  ahd 
also  by  adding  the  further  proviso  which  wM 
offered  bt  him. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  FunttT, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chair.)  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  modifies  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  and  it  will  be  read  as  modified. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Pyo^idtd  further,  Thdt  no  J) art  of  the  taid  aub- 
BotiptiOD  by  said  Dlstriet  ihall  be  paid  an  til 
$1,000«0(]0  shall  have  been  Bub«oribed  by  private 
parties  and  actually  paid  in  cash  and  expended  m 
the  construction  of  the  ro^!  And  protided  further, 
Tbat  the  BHid  Piedmont  and  Potomac  Railroad  Com* 
paoy  shall  enter  into  bonds  in  the  sum  of  $800»000» 
with  good,  and  sufficient  individual  sureties,  to  be 
approved  by  the  Oovernbr  Of  the  Dlstriot  6f  OoTttm- 


bia  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  t7nited 
States,  conditioned  for  the  repayment,  with  inter- 
est, of  the  money  subscribed  to  the  capital  stock  of 
the  said  company,  if  the  said  company  shall  fail  to 
complete  the  said  road  for  the  running  of  cars  within 
three  years  from  the  acoeptance  of  the  $600,000  to  be 
subscribed  by  the  said  District;  and  no  part  of  such 
subscription  shall  be  paid  until  said  bond  be  given, 
approved,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  or 
the  District  of  Oolnmbla. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  apprehend  the  Senator 
from  Nevada,  if  he  drew  this  proviso,  did  hot 
read  it  carefully.  The  proviso  which  t^e  Sen- 
ator from  Nevada  offers  is  in  this  form : 

That  the  said  railroad  company—; 

Naming  it — 

shall  enter  into  bonds  in  the  sam  of  )800.000,  with 

good  and  sufficient  surety,  to  be  approved  by  the 
Governor  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ank  the  Beo- 
tetary  of  the  United  States,  conditioned  for  the  re- 
payment of  the  money  subscribed  to  the  capital 
stock  of  said  company. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Subscribed  bj  the  Dis- 
trict. ■ 

Mr.  POMEROY.  They  have  got  to  bind 
themselves  to  make  good  evetj  sabscription 
in  case  the  road  is  not  built.  It  is  not  this 
limited  subscription. 

Mr.  STEWART.  We  will  not  discuss  about 
that.  If  it  is  necessary  to  make  that  definite} 
I  will  insert  the  words  **  by  the  District." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  way  it  reads  now 
these  individual  sureties  are  to  guaranty  all 
the  stock  subscribed. 

Mr.  STEWART.  1  wish  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  Would  pay  attention  to  the  verba] 
criticism  of  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  ana 
make  any  necessary  correction. 

Mr.  TOMEROY.  These  sureties  who  ed 
on  the  bond  of  the  Company  to  guaranty  the 
completion  of  the  rdad  are,  according  to  this 
language,  to  bind  themselves  for  the  repay- 
ment of  the  money  '*  subscribed  for  the  cap- 
ital stock  of  said  company." 

Mr.  NYE.     It  means  "by  the  Districi." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  does  not  say  so.  It 
is  for  all  the  money  subscribed ;  it  is  for 
the  entire  subscription  that  these  individual 
guarantors  are  to  go  bail.  I  do  not  want 
to  offer  hostility  to  this  bill,  but  I  think 
another  form  or  guarantee  is  much  better. 
Thei-e  are  very  few  prudent  iudividuald  who 
would  guaranty  a  corporation  obligation  to 
the  amount  of  $800,000,  even  if  it  Is  only 
limited  to  that,  that  a  road  of  this  character 
shall  be  completed  in  three  years.  It  seems 
to  me  to  be  an  awkwtkrd  and  strange  form  of 
guarantee  to  make  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury and  the  Governor  of  this  District  certify 
that  certain  individuals  have  guarantied  the 
coi-porate  bonds  of  this  company  for  the  re);)ay- 
ment  of  this  money  in  case  the  road  is  not 
built.  I  never  hiive  seen  prudent,  responsible 
individuals  yet  who  would  go  upon  such  a 
guarantee  as  that. 

Mr.  STEWART.  If  they  will  not  give  the 
guarantee  the  city  will  keep  its  money. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  believe  it  is  fatal  to  the 
jDbject  the  Senator  has  in  view.  My  own 
opinion  is  that  unless  this  is  a  close  corpora- 
tion, so  that  the  guarantors  have  the  contracts, 
and  the  whole  thine  is  kept  lb  the  hands  of  the 
guarantors,  it  is  fiital  to  the  building  df  the 
road. 

Mr.  CALbWELLi  1  wish  td  get  dome 
information  in  regard  to  the  meaning  of  that 
guarantee.  I  did  not  hear  It  read,  t  Waht 
to  know  whether  the  intention  is  to  have  a 
guarantee  that  will  require  the  repayment  of 
this  mdney  to  the  city. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  language  id  that 
these  private  sureties  shall  guaranty  th^  bond 
of  the  company  for  the  flil6Thnent  of  this  Con- 
tract to  build  the  road  in  thr^e  years,  br  that 
they  will  repay  the  money  if  the  road  Is  not 
built.  That  is  to  be  the  guarantee  df  private 
individuals  on  a  corporation  bdhd. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  Then  I  undersUiid  ihal 
the  guarantee  ii  simply  to  insure  the  Comple- 
tion of  the  road.     Am  I  right  in  that? 

Mr.  POMEROY.    Yes. 

Hh  CALDWELL.    I  d6  ndt  ^an(  t6  toter 


into  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  but  I  wish  to 
say  just  one  word  about  the  guarantee.  It  ih« 
object  is  to  get  a  guarantee  that  the  road  w.,. 
be  completed,  it  strikes  me  that  the  cit;  caa 
get  no  guarantee  that  Will  be  te  good  u  tbe 
money. 

I  have  heard  It  suggested,  I  think,  by  the 
Senator  fVom  Mississippi,  [Mr.  ALCOBS,]ihs; 
ah  amendment  should  be  offered  requiring  ihi^ 
railroad  company  to  build  twenty-five  miles  of 
the  rbad  from  a  point  opposite  this  city  wea- 
Ward,  before  the  city  shall  be  required  lo  pay 
this  money.  In  my  opinion  that  Is  tbe  WJi 
guarantee  which  this  city  can  have  for  the  coai 

f)letion  of  the  road,  because  it  Wiil  require  at 
east  fVom  seven  hundred  and  fifty  to  eigu 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  perbaps  &  mil 
lion  dollars  to  build  twenty  fi?e  milea  ofia.) 
road.  If  that  amouht  of  money  actuully  ^m 
into  the  road,  I  think  that  no  better  guanutee 
could  be  given  that  the  rest  of  the  roadwoild 
be  completed.  I  think,  therefore,  tbat  for  ih* 
protection  of  the  city  some  such  anieadmeDi  is 
the  Senator  fVom  Mississippi  'suggested  sboulii 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  ^RteLlNGHdYSteN.  Thai  does  ao: 
interfere  with  this. 

Mr.  0ALDW£LL.  1  suppose  not;  but  if 
the  purpose  be  to  Insure  the  completioaoftb« 
road,  if  1  am  voting  on  my  judgment,  1  shoold 
certainly  vote  for  the  amendmeot  I  refer  to  in 
preference  to  the  one  now  spoken  oC 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  aws 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  SeDatorlron 
Vermont  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Nevada,  as  amended  by  the  Seoate. 

M r.  L£)  WIS.  t  ask  to  have  the  ameudme&t 
read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendiueQt,  » 

modined,  as  follows : 

Ptovided/urUier,  That  no  part  of  the  said  iab$crip: 
tioD  by  said  District  shall  be  paid  uDtil  Si.<Ji>">^/ 
shall  have  bebn  subscHbed  b^  private  p^tiv*  is^ 
ihall  have  been  aotuallr  paid  in  <)asb  and  np^ni^ 
intheconatruotionofthe  road:  Andproi9iiUdj^^'^' 
That  the  Raid  Piedmont  and  Potomao  R»ilro»>i  Uai- 
pany  Shall  enter  into  bonds  in  tbb  fttim  dffSOO.UX).  »it^ 
good  and  sumoient  indiridaal  Suretien  to  be  approtcd 
by  the  Governor  of  tb«  District  of  Colttmbta  m 
the  Secretary  of  the  Troiisury  of  the  Unu««l  ^Uta. 
dottditiobted  for  thb  rispaytuoiit  with  interest  of  m 
iboney  flub«crib«d  to  the  eapital  stock  of  tbe  sui 
company  by  the  said  District,  if  the  said  coapMy 
shall  fail  to  complete  the  autd  road  for  the  raaaiof 
of  cars  within  thteb  years  ft-ota  tbeacwptAnceofU* 
$a0O,000  to  be  sabsoribed  by  the  said  Disrhet.  sod  sf 
part  of  such  subscription  shall  be  paid  uDtU  bbca 
bond  be  given,  approved,  and  filed  in  theoffle«oi 
the  seeretary  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

.  Mr.  LEWIS.  I  hope  that  amendment  will 
be  voted  down. 

The  amendment  to  the  ameadmeDt  vss 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qo«- 
tion  recurs  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Nevada,  as  amended  bj 
the  Senate. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  have  an  amendment 
to  ofibr  tt>  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  bill: 

Proitid«d,HH>it'th4leiHt  That  thS  ^tllMSrijition  beK 
ratified  and  agreed  to  ahail  not  be  mfde  nsui  m 
least  twenty-five  miles  of  the  said  roadsballbe  wi» 
and  folly  equipped  with  rolUili^  stock,  said  wen^ 
five  miles  to  be  built  from  the  Potomsc  iftsiwtn. 

1  oflfer  this  am^dment  td  inSdre  the  buiW- 
in*  of  the  road.  My  fhend  from  Mia«i*3ippi. 
1  believe,  sufficiently  explained  It  to  m^e  »^ 
intelligible  to  Senators.  If  twenty-fi^e  m«Ie« 
6f  the  road  are  built,  then  with  the  sdditjoo 
of  $600,000  by  the  DlstHct  siibscripUoo, « J 
by  the  sale  of  bonds  which  can  be  w<^"^  ?^ 
a  baortgage  on  tke  road,  the  completion  oi  uie 
road  will  be  made  certain.  Whai  we  w&n' » 
that  the  tai-^ayerS  here  shall  have  some  ga^ 
antee  fbt  the  money  they  pay  out,  before  uw 
subscription  is  actually  made.  ^^°^\.\ 
objection  tnthe  amendment,  and  I  f^'^*^  j 
will  guaranty  the  final  buildiog  of  the  roaa. 
I  hope  the  imehdlnent  will  be  adopted. 

m.  LEWIS,  fhopethe  amendmeut  wiU 
riot  be  ftddpt^d.  I  think  thiA  bill  b^  ««« 
duftcidntly  loaded  down  Mth  amendmeDJ 
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already.  This  compaDj  intend  making  this 
road,  and  they  have  suflScient  guarantees  if 
they  can  get  this  sabscription.  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  GALDWBLL.  I  suggest  to  th3  Sen- 
ator from  Virginia  that  if,  as  he  says,  this  com- 
paoy  intends  to  build  this  road  in  good  faith-^ 
and  1  believe  they  da  from  what  he  says — then 
they  ought  not  to  object  to  this  amendment. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  They  will  never  be  able  with 
all  these  amendments,  and  loading  them  down 
with  these  conditions,  to  negotiate  their  bonds. 
That  is  the  trouble. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  do  not  see  how  this 
will  interfere  with  them.  If  I  were  to  take  a 
contract  to  build  a  road,  and  intended  to  build 
it,  and  had  the  money  to  build  it,  I  would  not 
object  to  a  party  withholding  a  certain  portion 
of  the  amount  necessary  to  build  it,  or  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  any  donation  he  might  choose 
to  give  until  I  had  completed  a  part  of  it,  if  I 
had  the  capital  to  build  iL 

The  PUESIDINQ  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  trom 
South  Carolina. 

The  amendment  was  r^ected. 

Mr.  SAWYER.    I  offer  this  amendment: 

Proeided,  That  the  tax  levied  by  authority  of  the 
•aid  aet  shall  not  exceed  $30,000  for  interest  in  any 
one  year. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSBN.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment : 

And  provided  aUo,  That  no  bonds  to  raise  the  funds 
that  may  be  required  to  pay  the  said  subseription 
shall  be  disposed  of  by  the  Distriot  at  less  than  par. 

Mr.  LEWIS  and  Mr.  EDMUNDS  called 
for  the  yeas  and  nays :  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  anderstand 
the  bonds  of  this  city  have  been  sold  in  Lon- 
don at  par.  They  were  sold  under  an  adver- 
tisement that  they  were  bonds  of  the  city  of 
Washington,  the  capital  of  the  United  States, 
the  seat  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  they  were  issued  by  authority 
of  the  U  nited  States.  With  this  flaming  adver* 
tisementy  these  bonds,  which  probably  none 
of  us  would  be  very  desirous  or  taking  at  par, 
have  been  sold  at  par. 

Mr.  NYE.  Will  the 'honorable  Senator 
allow  me  to  make  a  suggestion  7 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  NYE.  These  bonds  are  not  to  be  sold 
by  the  city  at  all.  Their  subscription  to  this 
road  is  so  many  bonds,  $600,000  of  bonds. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  not  so  by  theact 
of  the  District 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  This  is  a  sub- 
scription ;  it  is  to  be  for  stock ;  and  I  suppose 
the  city  has  got  to  raise  money  to  pa^r  for  that 
stock,  and  it  has  no  other  way  of  raising  the 
money  but  by  the  sale  of  bonds.  Now,  it  would 
be  great  injustice  to  the  parties  who  have 
already  purchased  bonds  to  sell  these  at  less 
than  par,  for  it  would  depreciate  all  the  bonds 
that  there  are  on  the  market  Besides  that, 
I  do  not  suppose  that  the  city  of  Washington 
is  so  anxious  to  give  this  bounty  that  it  is 
really  going  to  destroy  its  credit  by  doing  it 
It  is  a  most  salutary  and  proper  provision.  I 
wonder  that  the  friends  of  the  bill  are  opposed 
to  it 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  should  like  to  know, 
if  any  Senator  here  can  inform  me  before  I 
vote  on  this  amendment,  what  are  the  terms 
of  the  law  in  reference  to  the  payment  for  this 
subscription.  As  I  understand,  the  District 
by  the  act  is  to  subscribe  so  much  stock  iind 
then  it  pays  that  stock  subscription  by  issuing 
it«  bonds  to  the  company.  If  that  ip  so,  of 
course  this  amendment  would  not  be  proper. 
If  it  is  not  so,  I  should  like  to  know  that  net 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Thereis  no  pro- 
vision, as  I  understand,  that  the  subscription 
is  to  be  paid  by  issuing  bonds  to  the  company, 
but  that  subscription  is  to  be  paid  as  any  other 
subscriptioh,  and  the  city  is  to  raise  the  money 
by  the  sale  of  its  bonds. 

Mr.  STEWART.    Why  not  modify  it,  then, 
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so  as  to  require  the  subscription  to  be  paid  by 

issuing  bonds? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont    The  law  is 

here,  and  it  provides — 

*'  That  in  order  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  said 
svbsoription  the  Qovemor  is  hereby  aathoriied  to 
issue  the  registered  or  ooupon  bonds  of  the  Dis- 
triot"- 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  That  is,  to  pay  the 
subscription,  bonds  are  to  be  issued  to  tne.com- 
pany,  and  gf  course  issued  at  par. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  would  suggest  a  modi- 
fication. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  It  does  not  want  any 
modification. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  do  not  under- 
stand the  law  to  say  that  bonds  are  to  be  issued 
to  the  company. 

Mr.  MOURILL,  of  Vermont  Not  at  all. 
It  provides  that  the  Governor  shall  issue 
registered  or  coupon  bonds  of  the  District 
of  Columbia,  '*  which  shall  express  the  object 
of  their  issue  on  their  face,  ana  shall  be  signed 
by  the  Governor  and  secretary  of  the  District, 
and  shall  be  redeemable  twenty  years  after 
date,  and*  bear  six  per  cent  interest,  payable 
h^lf  yearly^  to  an  amount  necessary  to  provide 
the  sum  ot  $600,000,  and  to  sell  said  bonds 
and  pay  over  the  proceeds  thereof  to  said 
Piedmont  and  Potomac  Railroad  Company.*' 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nayS| 
resulted — yeas  27,  nays  18 ;  as  follows : 

YSAS— Messrs.  Ames.  Anthony.  Bayard  JBaoking- 
ham.  Caldwell, Carpenter.  Cole,  Conklins,  Edmunds, 
Ferry  of  Conneetient,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Frelio^- 
hnysen,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hariao,  Howe,  Momli 
of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont  Patterson.  Pome- 
roy.  Robertson,  Saulsbury.  Sawyer.  Scott  Bprasue, 
Wilson.  Windom.  and  Wright— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alcorn.  Blair,  Fenton,  Gilbert 
Hill,  Uitohoock.  Kellogs,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Losaa, 
Morton,  Nye.  Osborn.  Ramsey,  Stevenson,  Sumner, 
Tipton,  and  Vickers— 18. 

ABSBNT— Messrs.  Boremaa,  Brownlow,  Cameron, 

gasserly.  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cooper,  Corbett  Cragin, 
•avis  or  Eontuoky,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Flan- 
agan. Qoldthwatte,  Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Hamlin. 
Johnston.  Norwood.  Pool,  Pcatt  Rice,  SehurSfSher- 
man.  Spencer,  Stewart  Stockton.  Tburman,  Trum- 
bull, and  West— 28. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  S4ULS0URY.     I  offer  the  following 

amendment : 

Provided  fnrtktr.  That  no  bonds  shall  be  issued 
under  section  second  of  the  act  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  approved 
August  19. 1871,  until  the  public  debt  of  said  Distriot 
shall  be  reduoed  below  |1,000,OOOl 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  offer  an  amendment 
which  will  take  the  place  of  all  the  others,  and 
is  of  more  consequence.  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  taz-pajrers  of  this  District  subscribing 
their  money  to  any  railroad  they  see  fit  to  take 
part  in  ;  I  am  willing  they  should  be  the  judges 
of  it ;  but  I  am  not  willing  that  people  who 
pay  no  taxes  should  Tote  to  make  the  tax- 
payers subscribe.  I  therefore  offer  this  amend- 
ment: 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  go  Into  effect 
until  the  question  of  exercising  the  anUiority  herein 
conferred  shall  be  submitted  to  the  legal  voters  of* 
the  District  of  Columbia  who  have  been  assessed 
and  have  paid  taxes  upon  property  in  the  Distriot 
within  the  last  two  years:  And  provided  further. 
That  this  act  i^hali  in  no  wise  be  constraed  to  have 
the  effect  to  authorise  any  greater  taxation  in  said 
District  than  the  two  per  cent  limited  by  the  **aot 
to  provide  a  government  for  the  Distriot  of  Colum- 
bia," approved  February  21, 1871. 

I  do  not  know  but  that  the  amendment  jnst 
adopted  obviates  the  necessity  of  the  last  pro- 
viso. I  believe  the  amount  of  taxation  that 
will  be  raised  by  virtue  of  this  loan  is  limited. 
If  that  is  so,  perhaps  the  last  proviso  may  be 
unnecessary. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  No  ;  this  is  right 
as  it  is. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  baa  been  done 
does  not  obviate  it  at  all. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  However  it  may  be  about 
the  last  proviso,  I  do  not  like  the  first  one.  I 
do  not  believe  a  man  ought  to  be  disfranchised 
because  he  is  poor.  This  only  allows  men  to 
vote  who  are  rich  and  pay  taxes.  That  is  a 
new  principle  to  pat  into  onr  form  of  govern-  | 


ment  anywhere,  to  say  that  a  man  may  vote  in 
favor  of  a  railroad  if  he  pays  tax,  but  if  he  does 
not  pay  a  tax,  then  he  shall  not  vote  on  the 
question.  That  is  a  bad  feature  to  have  at  any 
election  anywhere.  A  diHcrimi nation  against 
poverty  is  a  ridiculous  discrimination  on  the 
subject  of  voting. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  may  be  ver^  ridicu- 
lous, but  it  is  not  at  all  novel.  I  think  half 
the  States  of  this  Union  provide  that  upon  the 
question  of  raising  money  by  taxes  for  muni- 
cipal purposes  and  expending  the  proceeds  of 
these  taxes,  only  those  who  pay  taxes  shall 
be  allowed  to  vote.  It  is  so  in  Massachusetts* 
it  is  so  in  Vermont,  it  is  so  in  my  State:  I 
think  it  is  so  in  a  great  many  States,  ana  I 
think  it  on^ht  to  be  so  in  all  the  States.  Nor 
do  I  deem  it  is  any  discrimination  against  the 
poor  not  to  allow  a  man  who  has  no  money  to 
decide  what  shall  be  done  with  the  money  of 
a  man  who  has  it.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
anything  wicked  in  being  rich,  or  that  a  man 
should  be  punished  for  it  or  robbed  for  it 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  you  can  disfranchise 
a  man  because  he  does  not  pay  a  tax,  all  you 
have  got  to  do  is  not  to  tax  a  particular  party, 
And  then  you  can  disfranchise  them  and  not 
allow  them  to  vote.  For  instance,  let  onr 
Democratic,  or  even  our  Republican  friends 
have  the  control  in  a  State,  and  all  they  have 
got  to  do  is  not  to  tai  the  other  party  a  poll- 
tax,  for  that  is  what  they  require,  and  then 
the  other  party  cannot  vote.  If  they  have 
such  a  system  in  Rhode  Island  or  Vermont,  I 
hope  they  will  not  have  it  in  any  State  where 
I  ever  live.  I  want  a  man  to  vote  by  virtue 
of  his  manhood,  because  he  is  a  citizen,  be- 
cause he  has  the  responsibilities  of  govern- 
ment upon  him,  so  far  as  it  is  necessary  to 
bear  arms,  at  any  rate,  if  he  is  not  worth  a 
dollar.  He  ought  to  vote  whether  he  is  worth 
a  dollar  or  not.  Suppose  they  have  neglected 
to  tax  him  by  mistake ;  suppose  the  assessors 
by  some  mistake  have  not  taxed  him,  are  you 
going  to  disfranchise  him  on  that  account? 
Can  he  not  perform  the  highest  duty  of  aj| 
American  citizen  because  somebody,  without 
anv  fault  of  his,  has  neglected  to  tax  him  ?  It 
will  never  do  to  permit  such  a  doctrine  as  that 
to  prevail. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  am  nnwilUng  to  recog- 
nize the  principle  contained  in  tne  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island.  There  is  a  show  of  equity  in  it  un- 
doubtedly^  and  yet  the  tax-payers  of  to-day 
will  not  be  the  tax-payers  twentv  years  hence, 
when  these  bonds  are  to  be  paid.  There  will 
be  in  a  great  part  a  new  set  of  tax- pavers  in 
ten  years,  in  five  years,  and  many  of  those 
who  are  not  tax- payers  to-day,  and  who  would 
be  excluded  from  voting  by  this  amendment, 
may  be  tax-payers  next  year,  and  the  number 
is  constantlv  increasing. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Does  not  that  apply  to 
any  condition  of  suffrage?  A  man  wno  has 
been  here  six  months  to  day  may  not  have 
been  here  six  months  last  week. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  case  is  not  parallel. 
Here  it  is  proposed  to  confine  the  right  to  vote 
to  those  who  pay  taxes  on  the  ground  that 
they  will  have  the  debt  to  pay;  but  a  great 
many  of  them,  perhaps  a  majority  of  them, 
will  be  gone  when  this  debt  is  to.be  pmd, 
when  the  principal  becomes  due.  Thev  will 
then  have  the  right  to  vote  a  tax  which  will 
come  upon  men  next  year  who  are  not  tax- 
payers this  year,  so  that  the  same  principle 
which  would  make  it  inequitable  under  the 
general  vote  would  make  it  inequitable  if  the 
vote  were  confined  to  the  preseht  tax-payers. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Then  should  not  my 
friend  go  a  little  further  ?  Would  my  friend 
from  Indiana  and  my  friend  from  Kansas 
limit  the  suffrage  for  the  directors  of  this  road 
to  those  *'  rich,  bloated  aristocrats''  who  own 
stock  in  it?  Should  not  everybody  vo^e  for 
directors?  This  road  is  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole  community.  It  is  intended  to  increase 
the  business  and  advance  the  prosperity  of  the 


2162 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  4, 


city  of  Washington.  Should  not  everybody 
then  be  allowed  to  vote  for  directors?  And 
are  yon  going  to  confine  it  to  those  who  hap- 
pen to  own  stock  ?  It  is  not  my  fault  if  I  do 
not  own  stock  in  railroads ;  I  would  own  it  if 
I  could ;  and  why  not  let  me  vote  for  direct- 
ors? Are  you  going  to  make  a  property  quali- 
fication ? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  submit  that  the  case  put 
by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  is  not  in 

Eoint.  He  proceeds  upon  the  idea  that  no- 
ody  is  interested  in  voting  this  tax  or  in 
subscribing  this  stock  except  the  present  tax- 
payers. I  ask  if  the  laborers  who  pay  no  tax 
at  present  are  not  affected  ?  They  are  affected , 
not  to  a  very  great  extent,  but  perhaps  as  imme- 
diately as  those  who  pay  taxes.  All  parties 
are  affected  by  it. 

Mr.  NYE.  Will  the  Senator  let  me  ask  him 
a  question  ?  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  per- 
sons who  become  property- holders  subse- 
quently? Are  they  to  be  bound  by  the  vote 
of  the  old  fogies  wno  vote  on  it  now  7 

Mr.  MORTON.  That  is  the  case  that  I  put 
to  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island  a  few  min- 
utes ago.  He  gives  to  the  present  tax-pay- 
ers the  exclusive  right  of  voting  a  tax  upon 
future  tax- payers. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Allow  me  to  ask  whether 
the  same  principles  apply  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  in  reference \o  common  schools? 
If  the  rich  men  should  send  their  children  to 
college,  and  the  poor  men  who  do  not  own 
property  were  not  allowed  to  vote  for  support- 
ing common  schools  by  taxation,  wh^t  would 
become  of  the  common -school  system  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  think  the  principle  can- 
not be  supported  at  all.  It  proceeds  on  the 
idea  that  men  who  do  not  own  property  are 
not  to  be  affected  by  the  taxes.  U  taxes  be- 
come onerous  and  crushing,  then  laborers 
cannot  be  employed,  or  can  be  but  poorly 
employed.  Oppressive  taxation  affects  every 
class  of  people,  and  I  think  I  do  not  go  too 
far  when  I  say  that  oppressive  taxation  affects 
the  poor  people  more  than  it  affects  the  rich. 
They  are  the  first  sufferers.  They  do  not  suf- 
fer in  the  same  way  precisely;  but  I  think  the 
general  proposition  may  be  maintained  that 
oppressive  taxation  which  retards  the  growth 
oi  a  city  affects  the  poor  people  and  the  labor- 
ing community  more  than  it  does  the  rich. 
Those  who  have  property  can  spare  some  of 
it ;  but  those  who  have  no  property  and  are 
dependent  on  their  labor  for  their  living  can- 
not afford  that  state  of  things  which  deprives 
them  of  employment,  deprives  them  of  com- 
pensation for  their  labor. 

I  submit  that  the  amendment  proceeds  upon 
a  principle  that  is  false  in  every  respect.  I  am 
opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  v^ish  to  enter  my  protest 
against  the  principle  involved  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  and  I  confess  the  surprise  which  I  feel 
at  such  an  amendment  emanating  from  such  a 
source.  It  is  too  late  in  the  history  of  this 
Government  to  establish  a  theory  like  that. 
The  time  has  beeu  in  the  past  when  I  had  the 
honor  to  belong  to  a  party  that  maintained  the 
principle  which  the  Senator  now  seeks  to  en- 
force before  this  Senate.  But  the  Government 
has  gone  forward.  That  principle  has  been 
trampled  down  under  the  feet  of  the  laboring 
men,  of  the  poor  men,  of  the  mighty  men  of 
this  nation.  Why,  sir,  if  the  doctrine  is  correct 
that  the  city  cannot  subscribe  stock  until  the 
question  has  been  submitted  to  the  tax-papers 
and  they  have  voted  for  it,  upon  what  princi- 
ple is  it  that  you  allow  the  poor  man  to  vote 
tor  a  member  of  Congress  ?  Carry  the  prin- 
ciple into  the  State  Legislatures;  will  you 
declare  that  the  people  of  any  locality  in  a 
State  cannot  be  taxed  by  the  municipal  au- 
thorities until  the  question  is  submiited  to  the 
tax- payers?  Establish  that  principle, and  then 
with  what  justice  can  you  say  that  the  poor  man 
who  pays  no  tax  shall  vote  for  &  member  of 
the  Legislature  who  goes  there  with  a  power 


to  tax  without  restraint  the  property- holders 
of  the  State? 

In  all  the  southern  States  reconstructed  by 
Congress,  by  the  sanction  and  by  the  influence 
and  by  the  support  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island,  there  is  no  restraint  that 
can  be  placed  upon  the  people.  The  masses 
of  the  people  have  the  right,  under  the  recon- 
struction acts,  to  go  to  the  ballot-box  and 
exercise  the  franchise  in  a  degree  equal  to  the 
proudest  in  the  land.  That  principle  is  one 
to  which  this  Government  is  pledged;  and  it 
being  so  pledged,  I  come  here  to  represent  a 
people  who  intend  to  maintain  that  principle, 
that  the  poor  men  of  this  nation  compose  one 
of  the  component  parts  of  this  nation.  It  is  a 
part  of  the  Constitution ;  it  is  embraced  in  the 
fifteenth  amendment. 

Why,  sir,  if  the  principle  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Rhode  Island  can  be  maintained 
here^  how  long  will  it  be  before  you  will  say 
that  the  man  who  has  no  property  and  pays 
no  taxes  shall  not  be  heard  at  the  ballot-box  in 
selecting  representatives  who  have  power  del- 
egated to  them  to  tax,  as  I  repeat,  without 
restraint  the  people  of  the  country?  The 
property-holders  of  this  country,  yes,  sir,  the 
institutions  of  this  country  in  all  their  parts, 
must  rest  upon  the  intelligence  and  the  virtue 
of  the  people;  and  if  you  cannot  rely  on  the 
poor  men  of  this  country  for  their  virtue  and 
their  intelligence,  (and  I  maintain  that  you  can 
rely  upon  them,)  then  in  truth  your  instiiutibns 
rest  upon  a  most  unsubstantial  foundation. 

I  rose,  sir,  simply  to  express  my  surprise 
at  the  proposition  now  offered.  Having  known 
something  of  the  legislation  of  Congress  in 
the  past,  coming  from  a  State  that  has  been 
manipulated,  and  on  which  has  been  forced 
the  new  principle  of  government  established 
by  this  nation  under  the  direction  of  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Rhode  Island,  I  pro- 
test, in  the  .name  of  those  people  who  have 
been  enfranchised  by  his  vote  and  by  his  in- 
fluence, against  this  doctrine  which  he  would 
now  seek  to  maintain  here.  In  the  Slate 
from  which  I  come  the  poor  man,  the  man 
from  the  field,  the  servant,  every  man  who  is 
twenty -one  years  of  age,  and  who  has  resided 
for  a  sufficient  time  in  the  country,  comes  for- 
ward with  the  ballot  in  his  hand,  guarantied 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  country,  and  he 
deposits  that  ballot,  and  it  has  a  weight  and 
a  force  equal  to  that  of  the  most  princely  of 
her  citizens. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Rhode  Island. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  made  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  to  amend  the 
bill  by  adding  to  the  amendment  made  in  com- 
mittee, the  substance,  I  do  not  know  the 
language,  that  was  in  the  last  clause  of  the 
Amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode 
Island,  and  that  is  to  hold  the  annual  taxation 
in  the  District  to  the  limit  that  the  act  passed 
a  year  ago,  creating  the  District  government, 
said  it  should  be.  Then  we  considered  care- 
fully the  limitation  of  annual  taxation  in  this 
District,  and  determined  that  the  people  and 
the  property  could  not  bear  above  two  per 
cent,  annual  taxation  (which  in  any  of  the 
States  would  be  enormous)  upon  their  prop- 
erty ;  and  therefore  the  organic  act  in  express 
terms  prohibited  taxation  above  two  per  cent, 
in  any  one  year  for  any  purpose  or  under  any 
circumstances  whatever. 

Now,  if  we  approve  this  loan  or  subscrip- 
tion, or  whatever  it  may  be,  it  will  be  contended 
that  this  is  an  act  of  Congress  authorizing  the 
District  to  go  beyond  the  limitation  that  the 
organic  act  provided  ;  and  it  will  be,  as  I  think, 
a  sad  day  for  the  people  of  this  District,  for  its 
prosperity,  for  its  credit,  for  ever3rthing  that 
all  its  citizens  desire  it  should  be,  if  Congress 
authorizes  a  heavier  anuual  taxation   upon 


property  than  that  which  the  organic  act  pro- 
vided as  one  of  the  fundamental  principle! 
upon  which  the  District  should  be  governed ia 
the  way  it  is  to  be.  Therefore  I  move  to  &roeDd 
by  adding  what  I  heard  read  as  the  \ui  p&n 
of  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Rbou 
Island,  which  I  thought  stated  it  well  eDOQeb. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sewe- 
tary  will  read  the  amendment. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

^And  provide  further^  That  this  act  shall  in  no  vifs 
be  construed  to  have  the  effect  to  aaiboriu  ur 
greater  taxation  in  said  District  than  the  tvo  ^ 
cent,  limited  by  the  "act  to  provide  a  trovernoieii: 
for  the  District  of  Columbia."  approTwl  Febnur? 
21, 1671. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  amend meot  of- 
fered by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  if  it  k§ 
any  application  whatever  to  the  faeu  of  ibe 
case,  13  authorizing  the  city  of  Washington  ic 
incur  an  indebtedness,  and  depriving  it  of  the 
means  to  discharge  it.  Now,  apart  from  ibe 
impolicy  of  encouraging  a  city  to  enter  into 
the  practice  of  repudiation — for  that  is  vh&t 
it  comes  to — this  amendment  would  be  utter.j 
ruinous  to  the  city  in  the  way  of  the  sale  of 
these  bonds.  Whether  the  interest  od  the 
bonds  is  ever  to  be  paid  or  not,  is  to  depecd 
upon  facts  and  circumstances  which  are  to 
transpire  subsequent  to  the  issaance  ofib* 
bonds.  For  instance,  the  bonds  are  i?sQtrd 
to-day  calling  for  $36,000  interest  in  av»^r. 
Now,  if  the  territorial  government,  under  iu 
organic  act,  shall  for  other  purposes  extend &p 
to  a  certain  percentage  on  the  taxable  prop*- 
erty,  then  no  tax  whatever  can  be  levied  to  pir 
this  interest.  In  other  words,  these bonds&re 
to  be  put  upon  the  market  and  be  sold  «i:3 
the  threat  in  advance  that  whether  the;  sball 
be  paid  or  not  is  to  depend  upon  circoc- 
stances  nobody  knows  anything  about. 

The  general  policy  of  passings  bill  like  this 
is  open  to  grave  criticism  ;  there  is  no  do&t>t 
about  that ;  and  in  the  western  States  we  bave 
seen  both  the  advantages  and  disadrantag?) 
of  such  legislation.  At  the  same  time  ids 
question  has  almost  never  been  submitted  to 
the  people  but  the  people  have  voted  the  aic, 
and  in  almost  every  instance  the  result  h&s 
been  that  the  whole  community  feel  that  thej 
have  been  benefited  by  the  investment.  There 
are  some  counties,  some  towns  that  areremi- 
ing  to  pay  the  interest  on  their  bond^i  and  are 
setting  their  indebtedness  at  defiance,  and  jet 
if  the  proposition  was  made  to  those  satneeooi- 
m unities  to-day  to  have  their  bonds  retarntd 
and  the  road  taken  up  and  discontinaed,  not 
a  single  community  would  be  in  favor  of  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  if  that  be  the  casfj 
why  is  it  that  the  State  of  Illinois  has  prohib- 
ited by  constitutional  amendment  such  sub- 
scriptions as  he  speaks  of,  and  why  has  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  done  the  same  thing 
afVer  trying  this  system  of  municipal  subscrip- 
tions ? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  do  not  know,  in  the 
first  place,  that  the  State  of  Illinois  has  done 
that ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  if  it  his-  '^  '^ 
the  opinion  of  an  individual  State.  Other 
States  have  not  done  it  which  are  as  io'^^^-'' 
gent,  ftud  have  as  much  capital,  and  are  iS 
well  qualified  to  judge.  My  friend  from  >«* 
vada  [Mr.  Nye]  also  suggests  that  in  those 
States  where  the  great  roads  are  already  eom- 
pleted,  and  where  the  people  have  as  ia*«y 
roads  as  the  commerce  of  the  country  will  njr 
years  require,  there  is  no  necessity  for  this  «<>, 
and  therefore  they  may  have  adopted  saco  a 
provision.  . 

Bnt  that  is  apart  entirely  from  the  jfenenl 
consideration  of  the  question,  and  1  beli^^e  ic 
this  case  there  are  many  reasons  to  masf  J* 
an  exception.  This  is  the  national  cap't*^ 
We  ought  in  some  form  to  have  more  than  ose 
road  coming  into  the  capital.  Weall  «fipf 
rienced  during  the  war  how  inconvenient  » 
was  to  have  but  one  road,  and  tliat  runaiDf 
through  a  rebel  city,  where  our  armies  *«?J* 
attacked  before  they  could  reach  the  scat  o> 
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by  a  mob  which  the  civil  authoritiea  of 
that  city  were  powerlesa  to  suppress.  We  felt 
then  the  uecesaity  of  more  than  one  eoiraiice 
to  the  capital,  and  we  may  feel  it  again. 

On  the  constitutional  question  which  has 
be«*n  suggeated  here,  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt.  Throw  the  territorial  goveromeiit  en- 
tirely out  of  existence  and  Congress  could  tax 
the  people  of  this  District  for  any  purpose  it 
pleased.  This  territorial  government  is  a  mere 
iaatrumeotality  of  Congress ;  it  is  a  mere  in- 
strument in  its  hands  executing  its  will,  and 
we  may  authorize  it  to  do  whatever  we  can  do 
ourselves. 

1  shall  vote  for  the  general  bill,  and  I  shall 
Tote  against  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  because  I  think  it  would  prac- 
tically defeat  the  object  of  the  bill,  and  lead  to 
the  sacrifice  of  these  bonds,  or  lead  to  their 
not  being  used  at  all.  which  would  defeat  the 
building  of  the  road. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  In  the  absence  from  the 
Chamber  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  an 
amendment  was  adopted  which  limited  the 
amount  for  which  the  District  can  be  taxed 
for  interest  on  this  stock  to  $86,000  per  an- 
num. That  is  less  than  one  tbiriieih  of  one 
per  cent.  The  amount  for  which  thi^y  can  be 
taxed  for  interest  on  the  debt  incurred  in  this 
way  is  certainly  less  than  one  thirtieth  of  one 
per  cent,  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  Dis- 
trict. Inasmuch  as  that  amendment  limiting 
the  possible  taxation  for  the  annual  interest 
to  $30,000  has  been  adopted,  it  seems  to  me 
it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  adopt  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Senators,  it  seems  to 
mo,  do  not  quite  comprehend  the  proposition. 
If  they  will  be  kind  enough  to  listen,  perhaps 
they  will  understand  it  belter. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  a  moment,  I  will  state  what  I  understand 

the  point  to  be 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  a  moment,  as  I  am  on  the  floor,  I  will  tell 
him  what  my  point  is. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Very  well. 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin and  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
both  seem  to  be  a  little  evasive  (if  they  will 
pardon  me  for  saying  so)  of  the  broad  question 
of  whether  we  were  right  in  the  act  passed  only 
a  year  ago,  which  declared  as  a  fundamental 
principle  of  carrjfiog  on  the  government  of 
this  District  that  the  total  annual  taxauon  for 
eyery  purpose,  great  and  small,  much  or  liitle, 
whatever  nature  it  might  be,  should  not  exceed 
two  per  cent,  upon  every  $100  of  the  taxable 
property  of  the  District.  That  was  one  of  ihe 
great  considerations  that  led  me  to  vote  for  the 
bill.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  was  one  which 
appealed  to  the  mind  of  every  sensible  Sen- 
ator  

Mr.  MORTON.  Allow  me  to  ask  a  question 7 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Certainly. 
Mr.  MORTON.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
Senator  state  for  my  information,  for  I  do  not 
know,  what  the  present  rate  of  taxation  is  on 
the  $100,  and  what  the  public  debt  of  the  Dis- 
trict now  is,  and  whether  any  portion  of  the 
tax  now  assessed  is  for  the  purpose  of  exiiu- 
goishinff  a  part  of  the  debt. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     K  the  Senator  had  done 


me  tbe  honor  to  listen  to  me  yesterday 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  was  not  here. 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No ;  but  if  the  Senator 
had  done  me  the  honor  to  listen  to  me  yester- 
day, he  would  have  had  all  the  information 
that  1  possess  upon  those  topics  ill  general. 
Now,  this  territorial  government  having  this 
fundamental  limitation  on  its  powers,  ior  the 
credit  of  the  District,  for  its  prot^perity, 
in  order  that  the  people  who  were  to  lend 
it  money  might  know  that  it  was  not  going 
beyond  bonnds,  but  that  there  were  limiUi, 
that  loans  could  not  be  run  up  and  taxes 
imposed  to  pay  tbe  annual  interest  and  pro- 
vide for  the  principal  beyond  a  certain 
amount — looking  to   that,  the    District  has. 


gone  on  for  a  year.  That  year  is  now  ended 
and  they  are  beginning  on  another  year.  In 
that  year,  in  spite  of  the  organic  act,  as  it 
appears  from  the  statements  made  in  the 
newspapers — of  course  1  cannot  vouch  for 
them,  but  I  have  never  heard  them  contra- 
dicted, and  1  have  heard  a  great  deal  said 
by  the  friends  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
so  that  I  think  they  are  probably  true,  for 
in  the  newspapers  there  have  been  detailed 
statements  of  each  act  of  the  Legislative  As- 
sembly imposing  taxes  for  the  year  that  has 
just  gone  by — these  detailed  statements  give 
each  item  of  taxation  and  the  purpose  of  it, 
including  this  Potomac  and  Piedmont  railroad 
when  I  he  time  shall  come  for  it — the  taxes  levied 
amount  to  almost  four  dollars  instead  of  two 
dollars  per  $100  ]  1  do  not  remember  the  pre- 
cise figures. 

But  taking  out  this  particular  act  as  being 
immature,  and  one  other  which  I  do  not  now 
remember  that  was  immature,  the  rate  would 
be,  I  believe,  $8  18  of  tax  per  $100  assessed 
by  this  Legislative  Assembly  durine  the  first 
year  of  its  organic  existence  in  the  &ce  of  the 
fundamental  law  of  Congress  which  declared 
'that  it  should  not  exceed  two  per  cent.  I  do 
not  vouch  for  this  statement;  and  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  I  am  now  speaking  it  is  entirely 
immaterial  whether  this  statement  is  correct 
or  not  correct.  I  hope  it  is  incorrect,  and  L 
hope  it  will  turn  out  on  investigation  that  the 
Legislative  Assembly  has  not  undertaken  to 
dely  tbe  authority  of  Congress  in  fixing  the 
fundamental  condition  upon  which  it  might 
impose  taxes^  but  has  attempted  and  endeav- 
ored to  obey  it.  Suppose  it  has,  so  much  the 
better  for  the  the  credit  of  the  District,  of 
course.  We  can  all  understand  that..  But 
we  have  now  entered  upon  a  new  year.  If 
this  condition  that  I  speak  of  in  the  organic 
act  of  February,  1871,  was  a  wise  one — -and 
my  honorable  friend  from  VVisconsin,  I  think, 
will  agree  with  me  that  it  was;  certainly  in 
what  he  has  said  I  have  not  heard  him  oppose 
it,  nor  have  I  heard  my  friend  from  South  Cat- 
olina  oppose  it — if  it  was  a  wise  and  true  prin- 
ciple to  assert  in  the  form  of  a  law,  when  we 
committedtothepeopleof  this  District  the  right 
to  tax  each  other  and  raise  money  for  muni- 
cipal purposes  in  which  they  are  all  interested, 
to  put  this  limitation  then,  it  is  right  now. 

We  have  entered  upon  a  new  year;  no  taxes 
are  yet  imposed  in  this  new  year — and  here  I 
beg  my  friend  from  Wisconsin  to  listen  to  me, 
because  I  have  some  faith  to  suppose  that  I 
cau  convince  him,  for  I  know  he  only  wants 
to  do  that  which  is  right  and  wise — we  are 
now  for  this  year  under  the  organic  act  enti- 
tled to  tax  up  to  two  per  cent. ;  no  taxes  have 
been  assessed  within  the  new  year  at  all; 
and  the  way  is  clear,  therefore,  to  vote  the 
$36,000  for  this  year  on  these  bonds.  Adopt- 
ing my  amendment  is  only  saying  to  the  Dis- 
trict ihii  $36,000,  the' six  per  cent,  on  this 
$600,000,  shall  form  one  part  of  the  two  per 
cent,  you  are  authorized  to  levy,  because  you* 
are  required  in  order  to  pay  this  debt  which 
we  auihorize  you  to  make  to  levy  this  tnx ;  a 
court  would  compel  you  to  levy  ii  in  order  to 
pay  the  creditor.  Therefore  this  $36,000 
stands  as  so  much,  some  fraction  of  one  per 
cent.,  as  my  friend  from  South  Carolina  says, 
of  the  valuation,  whatever  that  may  be.  Then 
my  amendment  says  to  the -District  this  shall 
count  as  so  much  of  the  two  per  cent,  for  this 
year,  and  in  raising  your  additional  tax  for 
your  other  purposes  you  shall  go  on  and 
keep  within  the  limit.  Is  not  that  a  fair  thing 
to  do? 

Mr.  CARPBNTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPEN  TER.  If  my  friend  will  put 
the  amendment  in  such  a  form  as  to  secure 
what  he  has  just  stated,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
shall  have  objection.  It  certainly  does  not 
secure  that  at  present.  If  he  will  offer  an 
amendment  to  the  organic  law  of  the  Territory 


which  shall  provide  that  they  shall  assess  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  interest  on  these 
bonds  $36,000  a  year,  and  for  other  purposes 
such  sum  as  added  to  that  will  make  two  per 
cent,  on  the  valuation,  I  shall  have  no  objec- 
tion to  that.  But  his  amendment  as  it  now 
reads  will  leave  the  District  in  ibis  situation, 
and  will  leave  the  creditors  of  the  District  to 
hold  these  bonds  in  this  situation :  the  power 
of  the  District  to  levy  taxes  to  pay  the  inter- 
est on  these  bonds  two  years  from  now,  for 
instance,  is  to  depend  not  upon  the  law,  but 
upon  what  they  themselves  shall  do,  which 
the  creditor  will  have  no  control  over,  and 
which  no  other  person  will  have  control 
over.  Now,  if  you  separate  the  power  of 
taxation,  and  give  them  the  power  to  raise 
so  much  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  these 
bonds,  and  then  restrict  their  other  power  of 
taxation  to  whatever  limit  is  wise — I  do  not 
know  anything  about  the  precise  amount- 
then  you  save  that  difficulty.  In  other  words, 
you  do  not  want  to  set  a  trap  here  by  which 
the  creditors  are  to  be  taken  in  in  the  pur- 
chase'of  these  bonds  and  the  District  allowed 
to  repudiate  them  by  levying  the  whole  two 
per  cent,  for  another  purpose. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  my  honorable  friend 
were  right  in  the  argument  that  he  now  makes, 
he  has  leveled  the  heaviest  blow  that  any  en- 
emy of  tne  administra^tion  of  the  government 
of  this  District  has  yet  thought  of  against  what 
it  has  already  done,  because  with  this  limita* 
tion,  which  is  of  course  controlling  and  para- 
mount in  the  organic  law,  the  District  has 
itself  already  issued  four  millions  of  its  own 
bonds  under  this  limit  as  to  taxation  and  is 
receiving  the  money  upon  them  now,  and  the 
argument  of  my  friend  would  go  to  show  that 
the  Legislature  of  the  District  is  under  no 
obligation  to  make  a  part  of  its  taxation  any 
provision  to  pay  these  four  millions,  but  they 
may  go  on  and  levy  the  whole  two  percent,  for 
other  purposes  and  leave  the  four  millions  out 
in  the  cold,  and  that  there  is  no  obligation  upon 
their  part  under  the  law  to  make  any  provision 
for  the  payment  within  this  limit  of  the  four 
millions  they  have  already  borrowed. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  that  is  the  state  of 
the  case — 1  did  not  know  it  was,  for  1  have 
never  inquired  into  it  at  all — suppose  the  local 
government  should  go  on  next  year  and  raise 
the  two  per  cent.,  and  employ  it  entirely  in 
building  streets  and  internal  improvements 
in  the  city,  making  no  provision  whatever 
for  paying  the  interest  on  the  bonds?  Now, 
the  bondholder  comes  into  court  for  a  man- 
damus to  compel  the  levying  of  a  tax  to  pay 
tbe  interest  on  these  bunds.  If  the  District 
government  can  answer  that  they  have  levied 
the  whole  amount  of  tax  whieh  by  the  law 
they  are  authorized  to  levy,  and  have  already 
expended  it,  then  it  is  very  clear  a  court  can- 
not issue  a  matiOamus  to  compel  the  raising 
of  an  additional  ux  to  pay  the  interest  on  the 
boi'ids. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  likely;  but  my 
friend  has  forgotten,  or  has  not  had  his  at- 
tention called  to  the  lact,  that  in  the  third 
section  of  this  act  of  tbe  Legislative  Assembly 
as  applied  to 'this  particular  subscription,  or 
loan,  or  whatever  it  may  be,  they  have  pro- 
vided in  express  terms,  and  by  our  affirmance 
we  make  it  the  law  which  governs  the  author- 
ities of  this  District,  that  they  shall  levy  a  tax 
which  shall  rait^e  this  $36,000 a  year,  and  shall 
also  provide  a  sinking  fund  to  pay  the  bonds  at 
the  end  of  twenty  years.  1  think  there  is  a 
legal  obligation  by  this  proceeding,  if  we  adopt 
it  in  the  form  that  it  now  stands  without  my 
amendment,  that  the  authorities  of  this  Dis- 
trict shall  impose  the  tax  necessary  to  carry 
out  tbe  just  duties  that  they  owe  to  ihese  credit' 
ors,  as  of  course  they  ought  to  do,  to  provide 
for  ihat.  As  I  say,  the  act  which  the  Legis- 
lature passed  expressly  says  so,  as  follows : 

**That  in  order  to  meet  the  interest  to  aoorae  on 
said  bonds,  there  aball  be  levied  annually  a  tax  of 
six  per  cent,  or  such  lower  rate  as  mar  suffloe. ' 
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Of  cooreesiz  per  cent  would  be  moDStroaa; 
thftt  would  pay  the  $600,000  very  soon ;  and  it 
shows  the  looseness  of  the  whole  proceeding. 
They  have  provided,  therefore,  expressly  that 
this  shall  be  done.  Congress  say,  '*  We  affirm 
this  and  it  shall  be  done/'  Now  you  are  to 
levy  a  tax,  therefore,  by  force  of  law  as  a  doty, 
not  as  a  question  of  sovereign  municipal  will 
as  to  whetner  you  tax  the  people  for  a  partic- 
ular object  or  not,  but  you  are  bound  to  do  it. 
You  are  exercising  an  executive  and  adminis- 
trative function,  for  the  law  commands  the 
proper  authorities  to  do  it,  not  to  lay  but  to 
le7v  a  tax,  to  put  it  in  force  against  the  people 
ana  property  of  the  District.  Now,  all  tnat 
my  amendmeat  provides  is  that  this  levy,  be- 
ing within  the  two  per  cent.,  shall  not  author- 
ize the  District  to  exceed  the  total  limit.  I 
think  they  are  bound  to  levy  this ;  but  I  pro- 
pose to  provide  that  they  shall  do  nothing 
which,  inclading  this,  will  go  beyond  the  two 
per  cent. 

Mr.  GONKLING.  The  purpose  of  the  Sen- 
ator's amendment,  as  I  understand,  is  to  guard 
the  tax- payers  and  the  interest  of  the  tax- 
payers by  providing  that  the  tax  shall  not 
exceed  a  certain  maximum.  That  is  one  mode 
of  such  a  safeguard ;  biit  it  is  a  very  illusory 
and  insufficient  mode.  Let  us  see  how  it  will 
work. 

Here  the  taxes  are  to  be  two  per  cent,  upon 
the  $100  dollars  of  the  assessed  valuation  of 
the  property.  The  whole  result  resides  in  the 
assessment;  and  accordingly,  I  understand, 
this  year  the  property  has  been  largely  marked 
up,  some  say  half  a  dollar  a  foot,  some  say  a 
dollar  a  foot.  Now,  if  my  friend  will  fix  this 
mete  and  bound  beyond  which  the  levy  of 
taxes  shall  not  go,  all  that  will  be  necessary 
in  order  to  destroy  it  utterly  is  to  increase  the 
valuation  so  much  that  the  same  percentage 
will  cover  everything  that  those  engaged  in 
doing  the  business  want  to  cover. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  They  cannot 
mark  up  the  personal  property. 

Mr.  GONKLING.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the 
personalty,  of  course :  only  of  real  estate. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  This  includes 
both. 

Mr.  GON£J:iING.  I  know,  and  so  far  it  is 
usefal  and  it  is  the  ordinary  mode  resorted 
to  in  cases  where  assessments  on  real  estate 
are  involved,  as  they  are  here ;  but  I  suggest 
to  the  Senator  from  Vermont  that  unless  he 
can  add  something  to  his  amendment  which 
will  put  a  safeguara  ab6ut  the  matter  of  assess- 
ments he  will  take  very  little  by  his  motion 
against  men  who  might  feel  inclined  to  thwart 
his  wishes 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  assames  that  the 
authorities  of  this  District  will  be  dishonest 
and  guiUjr  of  corrupt  practices.  Then  those 
to  whom  is  confided  the  very  delicate  and  re- 
sponsible trust  of  assessing  people's  property 
and  valuins  it  must  be  assumed,  on  his  author- 
ity, to  be  determined  to  overvalue  it  in  order 
to  evade  the  statute. 

Suppose  there  were  force  in  what  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  New  York  says,  that  it 
would  be  possible  for  base  men  to  evade  it,  and 
really  to  make  the  property  bear  more  in  each 
year  than  the  two  per  cent.,  which  is  the  limit, 
is  it  not  worth  while,  as  long  as  that  is  the 
present  provision  of  the  or^nic  act,  to  say  for 
the  protection,  so  far  as  it  will  go,  of  these 
very  creditors  with  the  other  creditors  of  the 
city — because  it  is  not  a  question  for  the  lax- 
payers  alone ;  it  is  a  question  for  the  creditors 
as  well  as  the  tax-payers — is  it  not  worth  while, 
in  order  to  keep  the  debt  down,  in  order  there- 
fore to  keep  the  credit  up  and  the  means  of 
paying  up,  to  say,  as  we  do,  taking  this  state- 
ment in  the  District  act  and  my  amendment 
together,  that  while  this  tax  shall  be  imposed, 
(so  far  we  say  so  in  terms)  ^Uhat  shall  not 
authorize  you  to  go  beyond  the  two  per  cent, 
that  we  have  limited  you ;  you  may  cheat  us  pos- 
sibly, but  you  shall  not  take  this  as  authority 
to  outstrip  the  bounds  we  have  set  for  you?" 


Mr.  MORTON.  The  question  as  to  whether 
this  District  shall  be  allowed  to  subscribe  this 
stock  is  one  thing,  but  if  the  District  is  allowed 
to  subscribe  for  the  stock,  then  it  should  have 
the  right  unconditionally  and  absolutely  to 
levy  a  tax  to  pay  interest  on  the  money  bor^ 
rowed 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  So  I  say;  but  the  Dis- 
trict act,  which  we  make  part  of  our  act,  says 
not  that  she  shall  have  the  right  to  do  it,  but 
shall  do  it. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Shall  be  required  to  levy 
the  tax? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     It  so  says. 

Mr.  MORTON.  But  if  the  tax  levy  is  to 
be  limited  to  two  percent  these  bonds  cannot 
be  sold  at  all.  The  Senator' s  statement  shows 
that  the  present  debt  and  expenditures  of  the 
Government  require  it  now  to  exceed  the  two 
per  cent. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  entirely 
misunderstands  me.  Nothing  of  the  kind  is 
shown.  The  present  debt  and  expenditure 
of  the  city  do  not  require  any  such  thing  so 
far  as  I  have  said,  and  1  verily  believe  they  do 
not.  The  point  is  that  this  Legislature,  in  the 
haste  and  youthfulness  of  its  new  existence, 
has  not  stopped  to  look  at  the  acts  of  Gon 
gross,  but  as  to  all  sorts  of  things  and  pur- 
poses that  it  took  into  its  head  has  proposed 
schemes  that  it  ought  not  to  have  proposed. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Mr.  President,  capitalisto 
will  not  buy  the  bonds  of  any  municipal  cor- 
poration unless  the  right  and  the  duty  of  that 
corporation  is  clear  and  absolute  to  levy  a  tax 
sufficient  to ^y  the  interest  on  those  bonds; 
and  if  there  is  a  limit  of  two  per  cent,  and  a 
.provision  that  taxation  shall  not  exceed  that, 
1  undertake  to  say  you  cannot  sell  these  bonds 
at  any  price. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  me  ask  the  Senator 
a  question.  'He  knows,  I  suppose,  that  there 
is  tnis  limit  in  the  organic  ac^  does  he  not? 
If  not  I  will  read  it  to  him. 
.  Mr.  MORTON.  I  have  understood  it  to 
Be  so. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  knows  it  as 
well  as  I  do.  Does  he  not  know  that,  notwith- 
standing that  limit,  the  $4,000,000  bonds  of 
the  city  have  been  sold  at  ninety  and  upward? 
Gapitallsta  do  take  them. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  am  not  sufficiently  famil- 
iar with  that  loan  to  speak  of  it ;  but  1  speak 
in  general  terms.  If  the  city  is  authorized  to 
issue  these  bonds,  and  is  confined  to  a  tax  levy 
of  two  per  cent.,  no  sane  man  would  buy  the 
bonds  without  first  examining  into  the  public 
debt,  examining  into  the  expenditures,  the 
money  necessary  to  carry  on  the  city,  and  satis- 
fying himself  that  the  interest  on  the  present 
debt  can  be  paid  and  all  expenditures  paid, 
and  still  enough  be  left  to  pay  the  interest 
on  these  bonds.  There  is  too  much  uncer- 
tainty in  it.  Gapital  is  timid.  I  am  satis- 
fied that  the  bonds  under  this  limitation  can- 
not be  sold.  If  you  want  to  sell  the  bonds  of 
a  municipal  corporation,  you  mast  show  to  the 
capitalist  a  certified  copy  of  the  act  which 
authorizes  and  requires  that  city  or  that  county 
to  levy  a  tax  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest,  and 
finally  to  pay  the  principal.  You  must  do  this 
to  give  it  credit.  I  shall  be  astonished  if  these 
bonds  could  be  sold  for  twenty  five  centa  on 
the  dollar  after  the  city  is  bound  by  a  limita- 
tion of  two  per  cent,  in  taxation,  a  limitation 
imposed  before  the  bonds  were  authorized  to 
be  issued  and  without  reference  to  their  issue. 
The  men  who  buy  these  bonds  must  be  satis- 
fied that  the  city  has  a  right  and  is  required  to 
impose  a  tax  to  pay  the  interest. 

If  it  is  not  right  to  authorize  the  city  to  sub- 
scribe this  stock,  defeat  the  bill  ;  but  if  it 
is  right,  do  not  hamper  it  by  amendments  that 
will  in  efiect  defeat  it;  that  by  their  operation 
must  defeat  it;  that  will  impair  the  credit  of 
the  city.  Do  one  thing  or  the  other  fairly  and 
squarely.  If  the  city  is  authorized  to  sub- 
scribe the  stock,  then  put  such  provisions  in 
the  bill  as  will  give  the  city  credit  and  enable 


her  to  sell  her  bonds  and  get  the  money-,  kt 
if  you  think  it  unwise  to  authorize  thu  mV 
scription,  vote  it  down,  and  do  not  defeat  it 
by  hamperinff  it  with  provisions  of  this  kind. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  So  I  say,  Mr.  Pre^idesi, 
and  it  is  exactly  for  the  purpose  of  makiag  it 
plain,  if  this  measure  is  to  be  canied,  ihicli 
the  Senator  of  course  knows  I  do  not  beliere 
in,  that  I  offer  this  amendment  For  o&e  u 
much  as  anybody  interested  in  the  prosperitj 
of  this  city,  the  capital  of  the  nation,  where  ill 
our  honors  are  involved  in  its  jrablie  d^t, 
whatever  may  be  our  legal  obligations,  it  is  for 
the  very  purpose  of  making  these  boodfl  u 
good  as  possible,  it  is  for  the  very  purpose  of 
showing  that  the  aflPairs  of  this  District  ve  to 
be  carried  on  with  prudence  and  with  circam- 
spection  and  under  limitations,  so  thst  it  ouj 
prosper  and  may  not  get  overwhelmed  bjt 
mass  of  debt,  that  I  ofier  this  smeodcneal 
This  is  of  great  importance,  not  mereljfk 
this  particular  debt }  but  let  me  call  the  aiiee* 
tion  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Indisoi  \o 
another  proposition.  Here  is  what  is  ctlled 
the  floating  debt  of  these  various  cities,  ud 
of  the  county  of  Washington,  in  this  Disthet, 
amounting  to  $1,000,000  in  roond  Dumbat. 

A  bill  has  passed  the  House  of  Beprewot- 
atives,  I  believe,  providing  for  fuodiag  that 
floating  debt  by  further  bonds  still.  Nov,  if 
we  are  not  to  have  the  interest  on  these  boiuii 
make  up  a  part  of  the  two  per  cent,  or  Mse 
other  limitation  in  the  amount  of  t&zstioD, 
then  we  are  to  say  to  all  the  creditors  vboa 
we  ask  to  take  these  bonds:  ^^ This Distriet 
may  be  taxed  two  per  cent,  for  the  parposa 
that  the  corporation  chooses  to  impose  opoi 
it,  and  this  debt  is  in  addition  to  that,  ud 
therefore  the  taxation  upon  the  propertjao 
which  you  hold  your  mortgage  is  going  lo  hi 
from  year  to  year  three  or  four  or  five  per 
oent.''  Every  man  who  has  earned  mostj, 
who  has  inherited  money,  who  hssthe  prodnei 
of  labor  which  he  or  his  fathers  before  him 
have  done,  knows  that  a  commaniij,  jMrtics- 
larly  one  situated  as  this  is,  a  political  iastad 
of  a  commercial  emporium,  cannot  bear  tbit 
kind  of  taxation,  and  that  bonds  which  are 
taken  of  a  district  thas  situated  most  io  the 
end  come  to  grief. 

Now,  it  is  to  keep  up  the  credit,  it  is  to 
show  the  public  creditors  that  they  are  goiof 
to  be  mortgagees,  so  to  speak,  on  a  sa»U 
mortgage  instead  of  a  large  one,  sod  tbt 
these  things  are  to  be  circumscribed  vithio 
safe  and  prudent  limita,  that  I  wish  this  prop- 
osition in  some  form  to  be  adopted  sss  seoi^ 
ity.  My  friend  from  Wisconsin  has  soggeiW 
that  another  method  of  putting  it,  so  as  to 
make  this  taxation  for  the  bonds  '^^^  f^ 
authoriee,  first  to  count,  and  then  that  m 
additional  taxation  shall  not  go  in  ezcetti 
would  probably  be  better  and  clearer.  1 
believe  ne  has  sm  amendment  to  propose  tbit 
will  accomplish  that. 

Mr.  CARPENTER,  i  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vennoot  of 
substituting  for  it — 

Andprovided  further.  That  in  addition  tothetu 
to  be  levied  to  pay  the  interest  and  siakiof  {bbQ  w 
pay  the  bonds  provided  for  by  this  aot  ud  oui^ 
bonds  heretofore  issued  by  authority  of  law  |»7J» 
District,  only  such  additional  tiizes  shall  mttm 
as  will,  when  added  to  the^az  aforesaid,  ^J^Z 
two  percent,  on  the  vaiaation  of  the  taxable  pr^r 
erty  of  the  District. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  satisfied  inih  that 
amendment,  and  hope  it  will  be  adopted  sii 
8ub8titDt«  for  mine. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  do  not  like  a  prop- 
osition to  authorize  the  District  of  CohoW 
to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount  of  $600,000  \o 
the  purpose  contemplated  io  this  ^^^''  °°,^  i. 
I  approve  of  the  principle  which  wonW  m» 
the  District  in  its  power  to  tax.  I^,P^*fV« 
tax  should  be  a  power  equal  to  its  obligation 
sufficient  to  meet  its  obligations,  if  QO*  ^ 
authorial  this  District  lo  issue  $600^000  « 
bonda,  or  to  perform  any  other  act,  wheo  ^ 
act  shall  have  been  performed,  and  yoa  cau 
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upon  the  District  to  meet  these  obligations,  it 
should  uot  be  permitted  to  fold  its  hands  and 
say,  **We  are  by  law  restricted  and  are  unable 
to  do  so.''  You  may  dispose  of  your  bonds 
and  put  them  into  the  hands  of  other  parties, 
aod  they,  holding  them  in  good  faith,  come 
forward  and  ask  you  to  pay  the  interest  or  prin- 
cipal as  they  shall  mature  ;  but  the  District, 
if  restricted,  may  .say,  "  We  have  expended 
all  the  amount  which  we  are  authorized  by 
law  to  tax,  and  therefore  are  unable  to  meet 
our  obligations." 

This  is  not  the  way  an  indiyidnal  would 
meet  the  claims  upou  him.  The  individual  is 
bound  to  make  any  sacrifice  that  may[  be  ne« 
cessary  of  his  property  to  meet  his  obligations 
accoratng  to  their  tenor,  to  meet  them  at  ma- 
turity; and  I  do  not  see  wh^  a  district,  or  a 
city,  or  a  State  should  be  subject  to  any  other 
rule  which  should  govern  them  in  regard  to 
meeting  their  obligations.  The  limit  which 
should  be  imposed  should  be  a  limit  which 
would  curtail  them  in  incarring  liabilities,  and 
you  should  now,  in  my  judgment,  in  order  to 
save  the  District  from  oppressive  taxation, 
prevent  them  from  subscribing  to  this  stock. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  1  have  been  opposed 
to  this  bill,  and  yet  I  have  not  seen  fit  to  speak 
against  it  because  it  came  from  my  committee, 
and  was  considered  in  my  absence,  and  as  I 
understood  the  committee  were  unanimous  in 
favor  of  the  measure. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  The  committee  were  not 
unanimous.     I  was  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Then  I  have  misun- 
derstood the  facts  in  relation  to  it.  I  am 
opposed  to  the  bill  for  the  reason  that  I  saw 
no  occasion  for  the  city  or  the  District  of 
Columbia  building  a  railroad  into  Virginia  any 
more  than  building  one  into  Pennsylvania; 
and  if  the  argument  is  good  for  building  a 
road  into  Virginia,  it  is  much  stronger  for 
building  one  into  Pennsylvania,  where  a  conn- 
try  can  be  opened  that  produces  something 
that  might  be  thrown  into  the  market  at  Wash- 
ington. I  apprehend  it  is  not  the  business  of 
Ibis  District,  to  build  a  railroad  into  an  unset- 
tled country  or  an  unproductive  country.  If 
there  is  any  object  which  the  friends  of  this 
bill  have  in  view,  it  is  to  open  a  country  which 
shall  supply  the  market  of  Washington.  I 
apprehend  a  road  built  North  or  West  would 
accomplish  that  object  much  better  than  one 
built  South.  That  is  one  reason  why  I  am 
opposed  to  the  bill. 

lam  opposed  to  it  for  another  reason.  I 
do  not  want  this  District  or  this  city  laid 
under  heavy  obligations  which  shall  impose 
enormous  taxes  upon  its  people.  But,  sir,  1 
do  not  care  to  speak  on  that  point. 

I  am  opposed  to  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  for  the  reason 
that  it  makes  the  obligation  imposed  by  this 
bill  paramount  to  all  other  obli|;ations  which 
may  be  laid  upon  the  city,  or  which  have  been 
laid  upon  the  city  by  its  past  indebtedness.  I 
think  there  are  other  objects  vastly  more 
important  to  this  District  and  to  the  citv  of 
Washington  than  this  proposed  railroad.  I 
think  the  Improvements  which  are  now  going 
on  in  the  District  of  Columbia  are  vastly  more 
important  to  Uiis  District  and  to  the  city  than 
this  proposed  railroad,  and  if  we  are  to  lay 
ourselves  under  heavy  obligations  for  any- 
thing, let  it  be  for  those  improvements,  and 
let  them  stand  foremost  rather  than  this  rail- 
road, or  the  obligations  which  we  may  lay  our* 
selves  under  to  build  this  railroad.  I  am 
opposed  to  this  amendment  for  that  reason.  I 
do  not  want  ^e  railroad  to  stand  before  the 
improvements  of  the  city. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  think  I  concur  with 
the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  in  being 
opposed  to  what  he  calls  my  amendinent.  It 
is  true  1  sent  that  paper  to  the  Chair,  but  I 
sent  it  as  a  substitute  *  for  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  because 
Ithiuk  it  accomplishes  in  language  the  pur- 


pose which  the  Senator  in  his  speech  said  he 
had  in  view,  and  would  put  the  matter  straight 
upon  the  record.  I  therefore  suggested  that 
to  him,  and  sent  it  to  the  desk  to  take  the  place 
of  his  amendment. 

In  reply  to  what  the  Senator  from  Connec- 
ticut says,  as  to  authorizin|;  this  city  to  con- 
tract indebtedness,  and  tying  their  hands  as 
to  making  payment,  that  depends  entirely 
upon  whether  the  interest  upon  these  bonds 
and  the  other  bonds  of  the  city  could  possibly 
exceed  two  per  cent.  If  uot,  they  would  not 
be  trammeled  at  all  in  making  that  taxation, 
and  I,  without  any  knowledge  of  the  &ct.  as- 
sumed that  that  would  not  come  anywhere 
near  two  per  cent,  of  the  valuation.  But  still 
I  think,  however  that  fact  may  be,  the  ques- 
tion is,  as  suggested  by  the  Senator  from  New 
Hampshire,  that  we  either  ought  to  say  this 
District  shall  not  contract  this  indebtedness, 
or  that  it  may  contract  it,  and  then  put  nothing 
that  can  look  like  a  limitation  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  these  bonds,  because  the  interest  of 
the  District,  if  they  are  to  issue  the  bonds  at 
all,  requires  that  they  should  be  able  to  nego- 
tiate tnem  upon  the  most  favorable  circum- 
stances ;  and  with  any  provision  that  can  be 
put  upon  the  power,  and  the  one  which  I  sent 
to  the  desk  1  think  only  preferable  to  that  of- 
fered by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  it  seems 
to  me  the  sale  of  bonds  would  be  depreciated 
by  even  that  provision,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  better  to  leave  it  witliout  any  limitation  on 
the  subject. 

If  this  territorial  government,  for  instance, 
is  disposed  to  run  recklessly  riot  in  the  con- 
tracting of  debts,  if  it  does  not  consult  the 
interests  of  the  people,  if  it  does  notJkeep  itself 
finirly  within  the  limitations  of  the  organic  act, 
it  is  constantly  in  the  power  of  Congress  to 
discipline  it  to  the  extent  of  taking  away  its 
power ;  and  it  seems  to  me  we  can  apply  that 
remedy  at  any  and  all  times,  so  as  to  prevent 
any  glaring  abuses  o  f  it.  If  it  has  been  abused, 
let  us  take  it  in  hand  at  once,  and  if  we  can- 
not prevent  abuses  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power,  let  us  take  away  the  power.  I  should 
not  much  regret  taking  away  that  act  alto* 
gether.  I  doubt  the  beneficial  effect  of  it,  and 
always  did 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  If  this  legisla- 
tion has  the  incidental  effect  of  altering  and 
repealing  the  organic    act  under  which  the 

fovernment  of  the  District  was  created,  which 
do  not  think  it  does,  I  think  it  is  eminently 
proper  that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  or  of  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin, iihould  be  adopted.  Congress  delib- 
erately entered  into  that  arrangement.  It  is 
a  contract  with  the  people.  It  is  the  arrange- 
ment upon  which  society  has  been  established 
here,  that  that  should  be  the  rule,  and  we  are 
not  at  liberty  to  alter  it  any  more  than  we 
would  be  at  liberty  to  alter  any  constitutional 
provision.  Other  people  have  rights  besides 
Dondholders. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  if  you  take  away  that 
limit  of  two  per  cent,  on  taxation,  you  will 
damage  the  people  of  this  District  twenty 
times  more  than  those  railroads  can  do  them 
good,  even  if  you  measure  their  benefit  accord- 
ing to  the  most  flattering  view.  In  Uiis  city 
are  hundreds  and  thousands  of  property-hold- 
ers for  small  amounts.  The  very  way  to  de- 
prive them  of  their  property  is  by  taxation. 
They  are  colored  people.  Ihey  will  not  sell 
their  places,  but  you  may,  by  pavements,  and 

Sading,  and  taxation,  compel  them  to  sell 
eir  property,  and  there  are  plenty  of  sharks 
standing  around  to.seize  their  property  in  that 
exigency. 

This  is  a  provision  in-  the  organic  law  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  property- holders  of 
this  District  Rich  men  can  take  care  of 
themselves.  When  the  emergency  comes  that 
their  property  is  to  be  sold  for  taxes,  they  will 
go  in  and  buy  that  property  at  forced  prices, 
and  make  money  out  of  it ;  and  it  has  been 


hinted  to  me  by  more  than  one  in  this  city  that 
the  very  purpose  of  crowding  on  taxation  is 
to  get  possession  of  property  from  those  who 
are  unwilling  voluntarily  to  sell  it. 

1  hold  that  this  fundamental  provision  lim- 
iting the  taxation  to  two  per  cent,  is  a  contract 
with  the  people,  and  it  is  for  the  protection  of 
those  who  have  limited  amounts  of  property  in 
this  District.  Capitalists  do  not  want  protec- 
tion. Their  harvest  would  be  at  these  forced 
sales. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  idea  that  these  bonds 
will  not  sell  if  this  amendment  be  placed  on 
the  bill,  because  all  the  bonds  that  nave  been 
sold  have  been  sold  under  just  that  law.  At 
any  rate,  if  they  will  not  sell,  it  is  a  great  deal 
better  that  we  should  protect  the  property  and 
let  the  bonds  go  unsold  than  that  we  should 
sell  the  bonds  and  subject  property  to  tlds 
unlimited  taxation. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  intend  to  vote  against 
this  proposition  to  approve  the  act  of  the  ter- 
ritorial Legislature,  and  I  propose  to  give  the 
reasons  for  that  vote.  Had  I  been  a  member 
of  the  territorial  Legislature  when  that  act  was 
pending,  I  should  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  cast 
my  vote  against  it,  for  the  reason  that  it  pro- 
poses to  tax  the  people  of  this  District  who  are 
alreadv  sufficiently  burdened  with  taxation,  in 
my  iudgment.  When  I  look  at  the  public  debt 
of  this  District,  when  I  find  that  they  have  a 
public  debt  already  existing  of  nearly  nine 
million  dollars,  which  must  be  met  by  taxation 
upon  the  property  of  the  District,  I  come  to 
the  conclusiou  that  that  taxation  is  most  oner- 
ous indeed  ;  and  therefdie,  had  I  been  in  Uie 
territorial  Legislature  when  the  proposition  was 
offered  to  increase  the  public  debt  of  the  Dis- 
trict and  to  subject  the  property  of  the  District 
to  further  taxation,  I  should  not  have  felt  at 
liberty  to  cast  my  vote  for  it. 

The  proposition  comes  here,  and  the  ques- 
tion is,  shall  I  approve  the  act  of  the  territorial 
Legislature  autnoriaing  the  subscription  of 
$600,000  to  the  stock  of  a  railroad  company? 
I  know  nothing  about  the  railroad.  Some 
statements  have  been  made  that  it  is  a  railroad 
in  theory  only,  that  it' has  no  substantial  exist- 
ence. Of  that  I  know  nothing.  But  it  mat- 
ters not  to  me  whether  it  would  be  the  most 
advantageous  railroad  that  could  be  made  com- 
ing to  this  city,  or  not  Whatever  might  be 
the  character  of  the  railroad,  however  profit- 
able to  the  section  of  country  through  which 
it  passed,  however  advantageous  it  might  be 
to  some  local  interests,  I  would  not  vote  to 
increase  the  public  debt  of  this  District  one 
dollar,  even  thongh  that  railroad  might  pass 
through  my  own  State.  I  have  nothing  against 
Virginia ;  1  tfiink  she  is  as  proud  a  State  as  any 
other  in  this  Union  ;  and  I  would  go  as  far  to 
extend  aid  to  Virginia  and  the  people  of  Vir- 
ginia as  any  other  State  or  the  people  of  any 
other  State  in  the  Union ;  but  I  will  not  by 
any  vote  or  act  of  mine  increase  the  burdens 
of  the  people  of  this  District,  when  I  know 
from  the  records  of  the  District  that  they  are 
now  subjected  to  most  onerous  taxation.  Why, 
sir,  they  have  bonds  already  on  the  market, 
as  I  am  informed,  to  the  amount  of  four  or 
five  million  dollars.  This  District  has  a  popu- 
lation, it  is  said,  of  about  three  hundred  thou- 
sand souls 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  is  only  a  little  over 
one  hundred  thousand. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  thouffht  this  city  was 
over  one  hundred  thousand.  I  am  told  by  a 
Senator  near  me  that  it  is  one  hundred  and 
sixt^f  thousand ;  and  yet  with  that  sparse  pop- 
ulation it  is  proposed  ndV  to  increase  the 
public  debt,  and  to  meet  the  interest  on  that 
public  debt  by  taxation  upon  the  people. 
What  is  the  effect  upon  the  property  in  this 
city  ?  And  I  speak  of  that  because  I  own  no 
property  here ;  but  when  a  proposition  is  sub- 
mitted to  me  to  tax  the  property  of  other  per- 
sons, I  must  look  and  see  whether  that  prop- 
erty is  able  to  btar  it.     When  I  look  around 
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and  inquire  into  the  amoant  of  debts  ezisting 
against  ihe  property  in  this  city  and  District, 
and  the  amount  of  taxation  necessary  to  pay 
the  interest  on  the  debt,  I  find  that  you  are 
going  to  oppress  the  people  of  the  District  with 
taxation  over  and  above  what  it  is  right  and 
reasonable  that  they  should  bear.  If  this  road 
OQght  to  be  baih,  I  believe  it  would  be  a  mat* 
ler  of  more  justice  to  take  the  money  out  of 
the  public  Ireasury  of  the  country  and  appro- 
priate It  to  the  road  rather  than  to  impose 
it  upon  the  people  of  this  city. 

These  are,  briefly,  the  reasons  why  I  shall 
vote  against  the  bill.  The  effect  of  taxation 
upon  this  District  has  been,  as  I  have  been 
told,  to  force  into  market  the  property  of  cer- 
tain poor  persons  who  were  not  able  to  meet 
their  taxation ;  and  1  think  if  we  keep  on  at 
this  rate  of  taxation,  or  authorizing  taxation 
of  the  property  in  the  District,  you  will  find  a 
general  depreciation,  and  gentlemen  who  own 
property  here  will  have  to  sell  it  in  order  to 
get  clear  of  the  burdens  of  taxation  imposed 
upon  them.  Any  proposition  that  comes  here 
to  tax  the  people  of  this  District  during  the 
present  session  I  shall  vote  against ;  1  do  not 
care  what  the  object  may  be,  whether  a  rail- 
road or  anything  else.  When  I  am  called  on 
to  approve  an  act  of  the  territorial  Legislature, 
if  1  vote  to  approve  it,  i  think  1  thereby  in- 
dorse everything  that  has  been  done  by  the 
territorial  Legislature. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Ferry, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chair.)  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected  ;  there  being  on  a  division — ayes  18, 
noes  24. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  The  ques- 
tion recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  should  like  to  have  that 
amendment  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

And  provided  further ^  That  this  oot  shall  in  no 
wise  be  oonsirued  to  have  the  effect  to  aathorise 
any  greater  taxaiioo  io  said  Distriot  than  the  two 
per  cent,  limited  by  the  act  to  provide  a  govern- 
ment for  the  District  of  Columbia,  approved  Feb- 
ruary 21. 1871. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  rise  to  a  personal 
explanation  in  regard  to  the  vote  which  i  just 

fave.  I  understood  that  the  amendment  which 
had  offered  bad  been  adopted  in  place  of 
that  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  and  that 
the  question  was  on  the  final  adoption  of  my 
amendment,  which  I  was  opposed  to.  Other- 
wise I  should  have  voted  tor  it,  because  I 
think  it  preferable  to  that  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Now  I  move  as  an  amend- 
ment the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  to  my  amendment;  and  on 
that  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  because  I 
wish  to  have  a  perpetual  remembrance  for  the 
future  of  the  condition  of  things  in  which  we 
shall  find  ourselves  if  we  go  on  ia  this  way : 
and  in  order  that  we  may  know  where  we  did 
stand,  I  ask  to  have  that  amendment  reported 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  and  on  it  I  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Secre- 
tary will  now  report  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  LEWIS,  lias  not  that  amendment 
been  voted  upon  7 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  that  it  is  not  in  precisely  similar 
terms  to  the  amendment  as  voted  upon. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  ameudmeut,  as 
follows: 

Provided  furthtr.  That  in  addition  to  the  tax  to 
be  levied  to  pay  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  to  pay 


the  bonds  provided  by  this  act,  and  other  bonds 
heretofore  issned  by  authority  of  law  by  the  District, 
only  such  additional  taxes  shall  be  levied  as  will, 
when  added  to  the  taxes  aforesaid,  be  equal  to  two 
per  cent^  on  the  valuation  of  the  taxable  property 
ofthe-District. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Perhaps  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  will  point  out  the  difference  between 
that  and  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  He  has  pointed  it  out. 
I  did  not  think  there  was  a  very  substantial 
difference,  because  I  thought  the  legal  con- 
struction of  my  amendment  was  the  same ;  but 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Indiana  himself 
argued,  as  my  friend  from  Connecticut  did, 
that  the  District  might  go  on  and  tax  for  other 
purposes,  and  not  tor  this,  and  thus  leave  the 
creditors  in  the  lurch.  The  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin therefore  proposed  to  say  that  these 
taxes  for  the  purposes  that  we  authorize  the 
loans  or  bonds  shall  be  laid,  and  being  laid  to 
a  certain  amount,  then  that  the  other  taxation 
shall  not,  with'  that,  go  beyond  the  two  per 
cent.;  and  I  should  be  glad  to  have  anybody 
answer  that,  if  be  can,  upon  principles  of 
justice. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  simple  effect  of  that 
is  to  confine  the  aggregate  tax  to  two  per  cent., 
what  the  Senator  says  the  law  is  now. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No,  sir.  The  effect  is 
to  confine  it  to  two  per  cent.,  &b  the  law  now 
says ;  but  as  the  Senator  well  knows,  for  I 
think  he  has  been  advised  on  this  subject 
pretty  well,  the  argument  will  be  the  moment 
you  pass  this  bill  that  Congress  having  au- 
thorized this  taxation,  it  does  not  make  a  part 
of  the  two  per  cent,  at  all,  and  the  District 
may  go  on -in  addition  and  tax  two  per  cent, 
besides.  Then  when  Congress  authorizes 
additional  taxation  for  the  floating  debt  bonds, 
the  other  million,  as  a  bill  is  already  in  for 
that,  the  same  argument  will  be  made.  I  put 
it  to  one  of  the  District  officers  who  came  to 
see  me  about  the  floating  debt  bonds  the  other 
day,  and  asked  him  what  he  meant,  whether 
it  was  intended  by  that  act  to  increase  the 
taxation  for  that,  or  whether  those  bonds 
being  provided  for  by  taxation,  then  the  addi- 
tional ^current  taxes  should  be  kept  within 
the  limit;  and  he  said  that  candor  compelled 
him  to  confess  be  meant  that  everything  that 
Congress  authorized  had  nothing  to  do  with 
the  two  per  cent.,  and  that  if  Congress  there- 
fore authorized  two  per  cent,  taxation  for 
that  million,  and  one  half  of  one  per  cent, 
for  this  $600,000,  whatever  Congress  should 
authorize  would  not  count  in  the  two  per  cenL 
at  all,  and  the  District  government  could  go 
on  and  add  two  per  cent,  to  that,  making  tne 
taxation  three,  (bur,  or  five  per  cent.  That  is 
the  case.  If  the  Senator  from  Indiana  wishes 
to  have  that  done,  he  has  a  very  ready  way  of 
doing  it  by  saying  it  may  be. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  have  not  said  that  I  was 
in  favor  of  authorising  the  city  to  make  this 
subscription.  What  1  said  was,  that  if  we  did 
authorize  it,  we  ought  to  authorize  the  city 
unconditionally  to  levy  a  tax  to  pay  the  inter- 
est on  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  So  I  have  said,  and  we 
require  them  to  do  it. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  this  amendment  should 
be  adopted,  and  the  bill  should  pass,  it  will 
amount  to  just  this:  we  authorize  the  city  to 
subscribe  $600,000  to  the  stock  of  this  com- 
pany, but  we  provide  at  the  same  time  that  if 
the  interest  on  the  present  debt  of  the  city  and 
the  expenditures  necessary  to  carry  on  the  city 
government  are  equal  to  or  require  two  per 
cent,  of  taxation  upon  the  property  of  this 
city,  then  the  interest  upon  these  new  bonds 
shall  not  be  paid.     That  is  what  it  amounts  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  honorable  Senator 
misstates  the  proposition  entirely.  If  he  is  as 
competent  as  I  believe  he  is  to  understand 
the  English  language,  and  has  faiih,  as  I 
believe  he  has,  in  the  skill  of  my  honorable 
friend  from  Wisconsin,  he  cannot  deceive  him-  I 


self  into  the  notion  that  this  ameodmeot  pro* 
vides  that  the  taxation  for  this  intere»t  sh&ll 
fail  if  the  current  expenses  of  the  Goveromm 
go  beyond  the  two  per  cent,  with  that,  bec&oK 
this  amendment,  in  terms,  says  that,  first,  ibu 
tax  to  provide  for  these  bonds  and  tbeoib«r 
bonds,  the  four  million  loan,  shall  belened, 
and  that  then  the  District  shall  not  niii  into 
additional  extravagance  beyond  a  certain  lim:!. 
That  is  what  the  amendment  says.    The  bon- 
orable  SenKt4)r  turns  round  and  dedart^  Utit 
it  says  exactly  the  reverse ;  the  District  mij 
be  as  extravagant  as  it  pleases  aboat  cnrrtnt 
expenses  and  leave  these  people  in  tbelurtli. 
He  exactly  reverses,  in  terms,  what  this amfod- 
ment  says,  and  he  reverses,  in  terms,'  vhatue 
act  of  the  District  in  providing  for  these  rrrj 
bonds  says ;  and  that  is,  that  to  meet  thia  inier- 
est  there  shall  be  levied  an  annual  t&z.    ilor 
can   you   use   language  stronger  than  tbi!? 
Then,  when  we  adopt  it,  it  becomes  the  lan- 
guage of  Congress.     Then,  when  we  tid^e  the 
proposition   in   connection  with  that  of  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  which  be  is  so  readj 
to  disown  or  to  be  opposed  to,  we  say  thatihii 
being  done  as  Congress  requires  yoo  to  do  iu 
you  shall  not  run  into  excess  and  extraTa.'a(ice 
beyond  it ;  but  having  done  this,  you  shall  limit 
your  expenditures  so  as  to  keep  within  nt 
socable  limits  ]  so  that,  as  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Delaware  and  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey  have  said,  the  propertj- 
holders  in  this  District  of  moderate  meacs, 
people  in  straitened  circumstancea,  who  ban 
their  little  houses  and  lots,  shall  not  be  forced 
to  become  the  victims  of  land  and  lot  specu- 
lators, as  I  am  credibly  informed  tbey  ban 
been  already  under  this  beneficent  new  gov- 
ernment that  has  been  adopted  here. 

Mr.  MOHTON.  The  Senator  gives  a  coo 
struction  to  the  amendment  which  1  do  not 
think  it  will  bear  at  all ;  but  suppose  be  gins 
the  true  construction,  what  is  the  effect  ufii? 
That  this  two  per  cent.  t>hall  first  be  lefied  to 
pay  the  interest  on  the  debt 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Not  two  per  cenU 

Mr.  MORTON.  Well,  not  to  exceed  that: 
but  if  the  necessary  expenditures  requireu  b? 
the  city  in  carrying  on  the  governweiu  ucd 
we  know  that  these  expenses  are  Urge,  ^^^ 
that  they  are  constantly  increasing}  iho'id 
require  a  sum  beyond  the  two  per  cent.,  ii»rt 
they  cannot  be  paid.  It  leads,  it  seems  to 
me,  to  what  may  be  called  an  absttrditrio 
either  point  of  view. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  The  whole  worlJ 
does  not  know  that  the  act  by  which  this  Go^ 
ernment  is  authorized  limits  the  power  of  tax- 
ation, and  the  debts  of  this  Oovcrnmeol  fji 
pass  into  other  hands,  and  when  the;  .^v' 
have  passed  into  other  hands,  they  will  b^^aa 
obligation  resting  upon  the  people  here  W 
those  parties  holding  them.  Now,  supfos 
the  District  disregards  the  law  and  iiicur* 
responsibilities  so  as  to  require  a  tax  greater 
than  two  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  it  fail:  ^ 
lay  a  tax  larger  than  that  amount,  aod  i>>« 
creditor  comes  and  demands  his  pa/i  ba«  u^ 
not  a  rizht  to  demand  it,  it  bein^  jastij  w 
him  at  the  time?  Shall  the  autlioritiea wm 
around  and  say,  or  will  the  Senate  periB'j 
them  to  turn  around  and  say,  *'Wearelini'e« 
by  law,  and  cannot  lay  a  tax  of  moreihao  I'JJ 
per  cent.  ?'»  Will-that  be  fair  and  jnat?  Wili 
It  satisfy  the  creditors  to  know  that  tbey  bold 
these  obligations  and  are  by  law  prohibit 
from  receiving  their  pay?     1  think  nou 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     May  1  ask  my honorabte 

friend  from  Connecticut  a  question?  .. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  Certainly ;  wd  if 
I  can  answer  it,  I  will. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  can  va^« 
very  readily.     Does  he  not  know  many  w^ 

J )0 rations  in  his  own  State,  and  in  oiber  >« 
inj?iond    States,    whose    charters   lim'f  ^ 
amount  of  debts   th%y  can   ihcur,  •'"'"Ijj 
amount  of  mortgages  they  can  make;  iuj« 
th*>refore,  if  he  does  know,  as  I  have  no  douw 
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he  does,  that  that  is  a  very  frequent  provision 
ill  charters  of  corporations,  why  would  not 
his  argument  apply  to  tbeui?  The  answer 
v/ould  be,  I  saggeat  to  htm,  that  the  creditor 
who  lends  his  money  is  bound  to  know  the 
corporate  capacity  of  his  debtor.  Ijending 
money  is  not  a  coercive  thing;  it  is  a  volun- 
Uiry  thing.  The  man  who  lends  it  is  there- 
fore supposed  to  have  interest  enough  in  his 
own  affairs  to  look  into  the  capacity  of  the 
person  who  is  to  receive  it,  as  if  he  were  to 
lend  a  married  woman,  who  is  under  no  legal 
responsibilities.  Of  course  he  must  take  his 
risk.     Ue  must  know  what  he  is  about. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  will  say  to  the 
honorable  Senator  that  1  do  not  know  of  any 
city  of  Connecticut  which  is  limited. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  1  was  not  speaking  of 
cities,  but  of  business  corporations. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  have  no  doubt 
business  corporations  are,  and  I  do  know  of 
cities  which  are  limited  and  are  prohibited 
tVom  lajing  a  larger  tax  than  one  which  is 
defined  in  the  law,  and  I  know  the  creditors 
of  those  very  cities  that  have  tuken  bonds  of 
those  cities  in  good  faith,  when  they  have 
appealed  to  the  treasurer  for  pay,  have  been 
told  they  were  prohibited  by  the  charter  from 
meeting  those  obligations.  I  have  known  still 
further  of  suits  commenced  against  those  cities 
and  ihe  matter  kept  in  the  law  for  ten  years, 
and  the  creditors  standing  back  because  they 
cuutd  not  get  their  pay,  and  the  city  officers 
claiming  tht:ir  inability  to  meet  their  claims  j 
and  I  have  known  a  writ  of  mandamus  issued 
from  li  proper  court  commanding  certain  things 
to  be  done,  yet  they  have  not  yet  been  done, 
but  a  compromise  has  been  made  by  which 
those  cities  could  lie  off  for  years  and  not 
meet  their  obligations.  I  do  not  think  that  is 
right  for  any  community  tb  do. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  My  friend  from  Con- 
necticttt  will  pardon  me — and  I  hate  to  take 
up  the  time  of  the  Senate,  and  will  not  again, 
I  believe — forsaking  that  in  the  very  cases  he 
rcl'ers  to,  tbe  very  illustration  he  has  brought 
forward — and  I  know  perfectly  well  what  he 
means,  and  tbe  Senate  does — tbe  Supreme 
Court  determined  that  this  duty  to  levy  a  tax 
to  pay  the  creditor  was  the  first  duty,  and  that 
the  pretense  that  they  had  gone  up  to  their 
limii  of  taxation  as  against  the  creditor  did 
not  apply  ;  that  the  illegality  was  in  the  excess, 
and  that  tbe  tax- payer,  when  this  excess  was 
undertaken  Co  belevied,  mignthave  prevented 
it  if  he  had  a  mind  to,  and  paid  his  money 
therefore  voluntarily;  otherwise,  that  tbe  law 
came  in.  And  so  in  this  case.  If  >ou  will  take 
this  amendment  and  provide  this  limitation  it 
does  not  prevent  the  creditor  from  having  his 
tax  levied.  It  requires  them  to  levy  it*,  but 
then,  if  the  authorities  choose'  to  go  further, 
and  levy  more  for  other  purposes  than  the 
total  limit  provided,  the  property- holder,  the 
poor  iubonng  man,  can  apply  for  redress 
by  injunction  to  a  court  and  stop  it,  and  thus 
prevent  himself  from  being  eaten  up  by  tax- 
ation. 

The  trouble  in  the  case  my  friend  refers  to 
was  not  the  trouble  of  the  law.  It  was  the 
trouble  of  the  unwillingness,  which  would 
h»ve  been  just  as  bad  without  any  law,  worse, 
indeed,  without  any  law,  on  the  part  of  those 
corporations  who  did  not  choose  to  pay  the 
bonds  they  had  improvidently  and  hastily 
issued  for  purposes  which  were  aflerwfurd  not 
popular. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  The  law,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  prevented  the  court  from  issuing 
prop«r  writs  to  secure  the  just  demands  of  the 
creditors. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But,  as  my  friend  has 
said,  tbe  court  did  issue  a  proper  writ  com- 
manding the  taxing  authorities  of  the  muni- 
cipality to  levy  a  tax  for  that  purpose.  The 
dithculty  was  they  would  not  obey. 

Mr.   CARPENTER.     The   Senator    from  [] 
Vermont  has  developed  now,  I  think,  the  real 


objection  to  passing  this  amendment,  which  is 
his  amendment  in  substance. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No;  it  is  my  friend's 
amendment. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  principle  of  the 
thing  is  the  same.  If  it  was  a  question  solely 
considered  with  reference  to  the  rights  and 
remedies  of  the  creditor  who  had  already 
obtained  these  bonds,  that  is  one  thing ;  but, 
as  the  Senator  says,  the  creditor,  even  with 
this  limitation,  must  stay  by  and  get  his  man- 
damus whenever  the  city  authorities  propose 
to  levy  the  illegal  excess  of  taxation. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No;  I  beg  my  friend's 
pardon.  I  did  not  say  any  such  thing ;  exactly 
the  reverse.  He  at  all  times  could  not  be 
wronged  out  of  the  lawful  tax  to  be  imposed 
to  pay  him,  by  any  excess  of  illegal  taxation 
for  other  purposes,  and  the  citizen  when  any 
such  case  was  undertaken  could  interfere  and 
protect  his  rights.  That  is  quite  a  different 
proposition. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  citizen  is  not 
interested  here,  and,  as  I  understand  it,  the 
creditor  cannot.  I  understand  the  law  a  little 
differently  from  that  laid  down  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont.  I  may  be  mistaken  about  it, 
not  having  recently  examined  It,  but  I  under- 
stand it  is  a  good  answer  to  a  mandamus  from 
a  court  that  the  corporation  has  exhausted  its 
power  of  taxation  as  that  power  existed  when 
the  bonds  were  issued.  The  Legislature  cannot 
subsequently  diminish  that  power  and  enable 
the  corporation  to  shelter  itself  under  the 
repealing  law. 

But  the  point  which  I  wish  to  suggest  is  this : 
if  we  are  to  issue  these  bonds  at  all,  we  want 
them  to  sell  at  the  highest  possible  price.  If 
you  subject  them  to  a'uy  susuicion  about  this 
payment,  if  you  put  in  even  this  provision  which 
may  raise  a  question  about  it  the  man  who 
takes  tbe  bond  is,  of  course,  going  to  take  it  at 
a  price  which  will  enable  him  to  be  compen- 
sated for  that  risk  ;  in  other  words,  he  will  not 
pay  as  much  for  the  bonds  as  he  would  pay 
if  the  interest  on  the  bonds  wefe  to  be  paid 
certainly  at  all  events.  Now,  if  this  District 
government  will  not  stay  within  the  limitation 
nxed  by  Congress  and  act  in  good  faith  upon 
it,  we  ought  to  deal  with  them  for  their  delin- 

Suency.  If  they  will  not,  however,  we  should 
iscipline  them,  and  not  deprive  the  creditors 
who  have  taken  the  bonds  on  their  good  faith 
of  their  just  compensation.  If  we  issue  these 
bonds  subject  to  this  doubt  they  will  be 
sacrificed  in  the  market  at  such  rates  as  will 
compensate  for  that  risk.  That  is  my  objec- 
tion to  tbe  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  believe  I  have  twice 
asked  that  the  yeas  and  nays  might  be  ordered 
on  this  amendment.  The  Chair  did  not  hear 
me,  I  presume.    ^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  On  this  q^uestion  I  am 
paired  with  the  Senator  from  New  York,  Mr. 
CoNKUNO.  I  should  vote  *'yea,''  and  he 
would  vote  ^'  nay,''  if  present 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  20,  nays  81 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS  — Menn.  Ames,  Bayard,  Oaldwell,  Cole. 
Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Fernr  of  Miobisan. 
Frelini^haysen,  Hamiltonof  Texas,  Hamlin,  Morrill 
of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Pratt.  Robertson. 
Saulsbury.  Sohura,  Soott,  Spencer,  opraflrue,  and 
Wright— 20. 

NATS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Blair,  Buckingham,  Car- 
penter, Clayton.  Cooper,  Corbett.  Cragln.  Davis  of 
West  Virginia,  Fenton,  Gilbert,  Harlan,  Hill,  Uitoh- 
cock,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Jjogan,  Morton,  Norwood,  Nye, 
Osborn,  Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Pool,  Ramsey.  Saw- 
yer, Stevenson,  Stewart.  Tipton,  Vickers,  and  Win- 
dom— 31. 

ABSENT  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Boreman.  Brown- 
low.  Cameron  ^asserly,  Cbandler.  Conklin^,  Davis 
of  Ken r.ucky,  Flanagan,  Goldthwaite,  Uamilton  of 
Maryland,  Howe,  Johnston,  Kellogg,  Rice,  Sherman. 
Stockton,  Samner,  Ttaurman,  Tramball,  West,  and 
Wilson— 22. 

So  the  amendment  was  r^ected. 


The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  What  are  the  amend- 
ments to  the  bill ?    Let  them  be  read. 

Several  Senators.  Let  the  bill  be  read  as 
it  stands. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sec- 
retary will  now  report  the  bill  as  it  stands  as 
amended. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill  as  amended. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  desire  to 
call  the  attention  of  tbe  Senate  again  to  the 
act  that  we  are  called  upon  to  approve,  which 
autborizes  the  levying  of  a  tax  of  six  percent., 
or  such  lower  sum  as  shall  suffice,  in  order  to 
pay  the  interest  upon  these  bonds.  If  we  pass 
this  act  by  way  of  approval  of  the  action  or  the 
territorial  Legislature,  if  it  becomes  necessary 
in  order  to  pay  the  other  existing  liabilities  of 
the  District  to  lev^  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  pay- 
ing such  liabilities  and  the  interest  on  these 
bonds,  do  we  not  sanction  a  tax  up  to  six  per 
cent.,  whether  it  was  a  clerical  error  or  not? 

Mr.  STEWART.  An  amendment  expressly 
confines  it  to  the  amount  of  $36,000  a  year. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  On  this  question  I  am 
paired  with  the  Senator  from  New  York,  Mr. 
CoNKMKO.  He  would  vote  ** yea,"  and  I 
sbould  vote  **nay." 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  On  this  qnes- 
tion  I  am  paired  with  the  Senator  from  West 
Virginia,  Mr.  Boreman.  If  he  were  pres- 
ent he  would  vote  '*yea,**  and  I  should  vote 
"nay." 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — ^yeas  28,  nays  19 ;  tis  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Blair,  Carpenter,  Clayton, 
Corbett,  Craffin,  Davis  of  West  Virnnia,  Fenton, 
Qilbert,  Harlan.  Hill,  Hitohcock,  Howe,  Kelly* 
Lewis,  Logan.  Norwood,  Nye.  Osborn.  Pool.  Ram- 
sey, Sawyer.  Stevenson,  Stewart.  Tipton,  Vickers, 
Wilson,  and  Windom— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Bayard,  BaekinKbam.  Cole, 
Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Ferrvof  Michigan, 
Frclinghuysen.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlio,  Morrill 
Of  Vermont.  Patterson,  Pratt,  Robertson.  Sanlsbury, 
Scott,  Spencer.  Sprague,  and  Wright — ^19. 

ABSENT— MessrB..Anthony,  Boreman,  Brownio  w, 
Caldwell.  Cameron,  Cosserly.  Chandler,  Conkling, 
Cooper,  Davis  of  Kentacky,  Flanagan.  Qoldthwaite. 
Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Johnston,  Kellogg,  Morrill 
of  Maine.  Morton,  Pomeroy,  Rice.  Schan,  Sher- 
man, Stockton.  Samner,  Tbarman,  Trumbull,  and 
West— 26. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  hope  not.  We  have 
got  a  great  deal  of  imi)ortant  railway  legisla- 
tion jet  to  be  gone  into.  There  are  some 
subsidies  to  steamships  that  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered now.  There  are  a  good  noiany  land 
grants  that  we  ought  to  take  up.  I  am  sure 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Iowa  ought  not  to 
press  us  about  a  little  matter  looking  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  people's  money.  That 
ought  to  be  suffered  to  lie.  I  hope  he  will  not 
persist  in  his  motion. 

Mr.  UAKLAN.  I  think  this  bill  can  be 
disposed  of  in  a  short  time,  and  then  I  shall 
not  object  to  the  Senator  taking  up  any  of 
those  bills  in  which  he  feels  an  interest. 
[Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  feel  an  interest  in  all 
of  them. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate proceed  to  tbe  consideration  of  executive 
busmess. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Has  the  bill  been  taken 
ap? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  has  not. 
The  Senator  from  South  Carolina  submits  a 
motion  that  takes  precedence. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  take 
up  (his  bill  first. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    Let  ns  take  up  the  bUl 
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and  then  we  will  agree  to  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  EARLAN.  Will  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina  withdraw  his  motion  until  the 
question  can  be  pat  on  taking  up  this  bill? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICBR.  Does  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  withdraw  his 
motion? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    I  have  no  objection  to 

doing  so. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  is  with- 
drawn, and  the  question  is  on  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Iowa*  that  the  Senate  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  Indian 
appropriation  bilL 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Now,  that  bill  being 
taken  np,  I  renew  my  motion  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
Dusiness. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

After  five  minutes  spent  in  executive  session 
the  doors  were  reopened,  and  (at  four  o'clock 
and  forty-one  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Senate 
adjoarned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursdat,  April  4, 1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

PROfBSSOB  B.  F.  B.  MORSB. 

Mr.  cox.  I  ask  nnani mens  consent  to  pre- 
sent the  following  concurrent  resolution  ex- 
pressive of  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the 
death  of  the  late  Professor  S.  F.  B.  Morse. 

There  wan  no  objection,  and  the  Clerk  read 
the  resolution,  as  follows : 

Be  it  resolved,  <ko..  That  the  Federal  Congreaa  has 
heard  with  profound  regret  of  the  demise  of  Pro- 
fessor  S.  F.  B.  Morse.  His  fame  is  not  merely  na- 
tional or  Amorioan*  bat  world-wide.  His  distin- 
guished and  varied  abilities  have  oontributed  more 
than  tho^e  of  any  other  intellect  of  oar  generation 
to  the  development  and  progress  of  the  praotioal 
arts.    His  invention  of  the  electro-ma^netio  tele- 

eraph.  which  was  at  first  recefved  with  ineredulity 
y  the  people,  and  with  the  meager  favor,  if  not 
distrust  of  Congress,  has  during  his  life  attained  an 
eminence  which,  so  lon^  as  human  thought  is  dis- 
seminated by  the  lightning,  will  form  an  ever-grow- 
ing tribute  and  enduring  monument  to  his  fame. 
Wnile  his  name  will  he  forever  associated  with  those 
of  Guttenberg,  Watt,  Fulton,  and  others,  who  made 
science  useful,  benign,  and  civilising,  his  purity  of 
private  life,  his  loftiness  of  scientific  aim,  and  his 
resolute  faith  in  truth,  render  it  eminently  proper 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  and  the  Sen- 
ators of  the  States  should  solemnly  testify  to  his 
worth  and  greatness. 

Mr.  COX.  I  will  yield  for  a  moment  to  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Wood,]  who  was  a  member  of 
Congress  when  Professor  Morse's  invention 
came  before  it. 

Mr.  WOOD.     Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  dis- 

fosition  to  delay  the  business  of  the  Honse. 
was  a  member  of  the  Honse  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Twenty- Seventh  Congress,  to 
which  Professor  Morse  made  his  application 
for  governmental  aid  in  order  to  test  the  prac- 
ticability of  his  invention.  He  came  here 
in  the  winter  of  1842-43  in  a  state  of  pecun- 
iary dependence,  broken  down  by  disappoint- 
ment, and  almost  entirely  discouraged,  but 
throwing  himself  at  last,  as  it  were,  upun  the 
bounty  of  the  Government.  With  great  diffi- 
culty we  succeeded  in  passing  through  the 
House  a  resolution  directing  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  the  chairman  of  which  was  Mr. 
John  P.  Kennedy,  of  Maryland,  to  investigate 
and  report  as  to  the  propriety  and  ezpedienoy 
of  making  a  small  appropriation  to  test  the 
value  of  this  so-called  invention.  That  com- 
mittee finally  reported,  after  much  delay, 
much  obstruction,  and  serious  opposition,  in 
favor  of  making  an  appropriation  of  $30,000. 
The  proposition  went  to  the  committee  of 
the  Whole,  where  it  was  ridiculed  by  amend- 
ments which  w€te  intended  to  be  ironical  and 


destructive.  Mr.  Robert  S.  Winthrop,  of 
Boston,  was  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  who  ruled  against  this  attempt  to 
defeat  the  proposition.  That  committee  re- 
ported the  bill  back  to  the  House,  and  it  was 
in  the  same  day  passed  by  a  vote  of  89  to  87. 
And,  Mr.  Speid£er,it  is  with  great  pride  I  find 
my  own  name  recorded  in  the  affirmative, 
being  to-day  the  only  living  member  of  either 
Honse  of  Congress  who  voted  in  favor  of  the 
bill.  It  went  to  the  Senate,  where  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  of  whic^ 
Silas  Wright,  of  New  York,  was  the  chair- 
man. They  reported  the  bill  back  on  the 
same  day,  February  26,  1843,  and  it  passed 
the  Senate  unanimously.  And  with  that.Bmall 
appropriation  the  first  wires  were  stretched 
between  Baltimore  and  Washington,  which 
tested  and  proved  the  entire  practicability  of 
the  invention  which  Professor  Morse  had 
struggled  so  long  to  make  a  practical  success. 

I  have  only  risen  to  state  briefly  these  facts 
concerning  the  first  establishment  of  the  mag- 
netic telegraph  as  the  means  of  rapid  light- 
ning communication  between  remote  distances. 
I  hope  the  Honse  will  pass  the  resolution 
offered  by  my  colleunue  as  a  fitting  expression 
on  the  part  of  this  House  on  the  decease  of  a 
man  who  has  done  so  much  honor  to  the  coun- 
try of  which  he  was  so  worthy  a  citizen. 

The  resolution  was  i^assed. 

THKODOBB  d.  OOMPARBT. 

Mr.  MOORE,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  reported 
back  a  bill  (S.  No.  494)  placing  the  name  of 
Theodore  S.  Comparet  on  the  pension-roll, 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill,  which  was. read,  authorizes  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  place 
upon  the  pension- roll  the  name  of  Theodore 
S.  Comparet,  late  first  lieutenant  and  quarter- 
master of  the  one  hundred  and  forty- second 
Indiana  volunteers,  at  the  rate  of  $12  76  per 
month,  subject  to  the  conditions  and  limita- 
tions of  the  pension  laws,  and  to  commence 
from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time ;  and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

M.iROABBTTA  BBCKBR. 

Mr.  MOORE,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported back,  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass,  the  bill  (S.  No.  804)  granting  a  pension 
to  Margaretta  Becker. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  on  the  pension-roll,  subject  to  the 
provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws, 
the  name  of  Mrs.  Marga^tta  Becker,  the 
widow  of  Leopold  Becker,  late  captain  of 
company  D,  seventy-fourth  regiment  Illinois 
infantry,  and  to  pay  her  a  pension  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  dollars  a  month  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  and  to  continue  during  her 
widowhood. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time ; 
and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table.  • 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ABIGAIL  ETAN. 

Mr.  MOORE  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
reported  back  from  the  Committee  on  Invalia 
Pensions,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass,  the  bill  (3.  No.  806)  to  grant  a  pension 
to  Abigail  Ryan,  widow  of  Thomas  A.  Ryan. 

The  bill  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  place  upon  the  pension-rblly  sabject  to  the  I 


provisions  and  limitations  of  the  pennon  kvi, 
the  name  of  Abigail  Ryan,  widow  of  Thonii 
A.  Ryan,  and  pay  her  a  pension  to  eommaite 
from  the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third  tine; 
and  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third  Ume.uMi 
passed. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  reconsider  tb  tou 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  alio  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  tb 
table. 

The  latter  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

AMBNDMBNT  Of  BULBS. 

Mr.  COBURN,  by  unanimous  ooii«eot,Nb- 
mitted  the  following  resolution ;  whicb  vu 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Reaoivtd,  That  the  OommittM  on  tho  Bala  kii- 
strncted  to  inquire  into  the  expedioneyof  iouiicb4- 
ins  the  rules  as  to  allow  to  each  eomouttN  ttc 
whole  dajrs  in  which  to  make  reports  n^ott  tkw 
regular  call. 

NATIONAL  CUBEINOT. 

Mr.  DAWES,  by  unanimous  consent,  iotro 
duced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2200)  to  amend  UKt 
entitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  a  oatiooal  car 
rency  secnred  by  the  pledge  of  United  States 
bonds,  and  to  provide  for  the  circolttiofl 
and  redemption  thereof,"  approved  June  I 
1864,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  kU 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Cob 
mittee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  b« 
printed. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  referred ;  and  alaomored 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  oa  ib« 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RSHOVAL  OF  DUABILITIB. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  by  voanimons  consent,  iotn- 
duced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2201)  for  the  remoni 
of  the  political  disabilities  of  sundry  penoos; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  refemd 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciaiy,  aodoideitd 
to  be  printed. 

ORDCR  OF  BI78INB8. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  I  «k 
unanimous  consent  to  report  frou  the  Cop* 
mittee  on  Commerce  a  bill  for  present  coosiii- 
eration. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  to  make 
a  statement  in  regard  to  the  eondition  of  basi 
ness,  in  order  that  gentlemen  may  intelligeotlj 
apprehend  it.  The  unfinished  business  is  ^^ 
bill  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Com 
merce,  House  bill  No.  2U6,  to  amend  an  u^ 
entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  bemj 
security  of  life  on  board  of  vessels  propeliw 
in  whole  or  in  part  by  steam,  and  for  other 
purposes,*'  approved  February  28, 1871.  Tbe 
business  of  the.  morning  hour  is  tbe  bill  rt 

Eorted  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
lands  in  regard  to  homesteads.  Athalfp^st 
one,  that  is,  aflerthe  lapse  of  an  bouraodtefi 
minutes  from  the  present  time,  the  Hoosepr!)- 
ceeds  to  the  consioeration  of  the  bill  in  relation 
to  shipping  commissioners.  Under  these  cit- 
cumstances  it  is  for  the  House  to  deterisKid 
whether  it  will  have  the  regular  order,  ib^ 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Totkssvd] 
asks  unanimous  consent  to  report  a  bill  fron 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
Mr.  KERR.    I  demand  the  regalsr  order. 

•BBODEITY  or  LIFB  ON  8TBAHB0ATS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  resso^.  k 
the  regular  order  of  business,  the  eoosiden' 
tion  of  House  bill  No.  2116,  to  amend  an  set 
entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  better 
secnnty  of  life  on  board  of  vessels  propell^ 
in  whole  or  in  part  bv  steam,  and  for  otbtf 
purposes,''  approved  February  28, 1871.  Tne 

?inestion  is  on  the  eabstitnte  of  the  geotlettsn 
irom  New  York  [Mr.  Towkswd]  sflamen<l*fl 
by  the  amendments  of  the  geotiemao  RDB 
Ohio  [Mr.  Psrrt]  and  the  gentleman  w« 
Indiana,  [Mr.  HoLiiAy,]forthesectio««mo»ed 

by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Kkks-J 
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On  that  qaeftion  the  yeai  and  najrs  have  been 

ordered.    The  Clerk  will  report  the  sabetitnte 

as  amended. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Ssc— .  That  the  provieions  and  UmitatioBSof  the 
act  entitled  '*  An  aot  to  Jimit  the  liability  of  ship* 
owners,  and  for  other  parposefl,"  approved  Maroh 
3,  1851,  except  the  fourth  teotion  of  said  aot,  aro 
hereby  extended  and  applied  to  all  vessels  required 
to  be  inspeoted  by  this  act,  and  the  owner  or  owners, 
charterer  or  charterers,  officers  and  mariners  thereof, 
and  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  to  snch 
vessels,  owner  or  owners,  charterer  or  charterers, 
officers  and  mariners,  respectively,  as  such  provisions 
and  limitations  now  have  as  to  the  ships  or  vessels, 
owner  or  owners,  charterer  or  charterers,  officers  ana 
mariners,  respectively,  to  which  or  whom  the  said 
aot  now  applies. 

Mr.  HO L MAN.  I  hope  that  by  onanimoas 
consent  the  snbstitnte  may  be  further  amended 
by  the  addition  of  a  proviso  which  I  think  will 
remove  all  difficulty  about  the  matter.  And 
I  will  state  further  that  I  make  this  proposi- 
tion by  instruction  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  add  to  the  substitute  the  following : 

/VovmImI,  AoiMver,  That  *'  the  valae  of  the  inter- 
est" in  a  ship  or  vessel,  **and  her  then  pending 
freifht,"  contemplated  by  the  third  section  of  the 
said  aot  of  Maroh  8, 1851.  shall  be  taken  and  deemed 
to  be  such  value  immediately  preceding  such  loss, 
damage,  or  destruction. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.     I  object 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  report  it  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Kerb,]  who  has  the  competing  proposition,  is 
willing  to  accept  it. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  If  the  House  will 
permit  me,  I  will  state  in  a  word  my  objection 
to  the  proposition. 

Mr.  KEiiR.  It  incorporates  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  obviates  a  very 
serious  objection  to  the  existing  law. 

M r.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Under  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court  the  law  as  it  stands 
takes  the  value  of  the  vessel  as  it  is  left  afler 
the  accident;  in  other  words,  it  carries  out 
the  idea  that  where  the  owners  are  without 
fault,  all  they  shall  suffer  shall  be  the  loss  of 
the  vessel^  so  that  when  they  surrender  the 
vessel  their  liability  is  removed  from  them. 
Now,  by  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  [Mr.  Uolmak]  we  will 
suiopt  the  exception  to  the  maritime  law  which 
is  adopted  in  the  law  of  England,  and  which 
our  Supreme  Court  has  rejeetea;  in  other 
words,  we  are  asked  to  adopt  the  special  stat 
ute  of  Eneland  instead  of  the  maritime  law. 

Mr.  KERR.  The  Supreme  Court  has  never 
held  that  under  the  third  section  of  the  law  of 
1S5I  the  value  shall  be  taken  afber  the  loss, 
and  this  House  has  stricken  out  the  fourth  sec- 
tion, to  which  the  gentleman's  remarks  are 
verv  applicable,  and  to  be  consistent  with  it- 
self I  say  the  House  should  make  this  amend- 
ment proposed  by  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Hol- 

MAN.] 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  What  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  says  is  that  it 
might  be  doubtful  how  they  could  construe 
that  acf  without  the  fourth  section,  which  the 
House  has  now  stricken  out;  but  that  with 
that  section  there  is  no  doubtj  and  they  incline 
to  the  maritime  law.  This  is  not  the  mari- 
time law,  but  a  special  law  of  England. 

Mr.  CONGER.  This  provision  defines  ex- 
actly the  liability  of  the  owners  to  the  value 
of  the  property  and  the  then  pending  freight 
immedislely  before  the  loss,  which  the  gentle- 
man desires  and  which  I  desire  shall  be  the 
limit  of  their  liability.  I  think  if  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [Mr.  Pbrbt]  understood  it  he 
would  find  it  in  accordance  with  his  views. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Pbrbt]  allow  the  amendment  to  be 
received  and  voted  uj^on? 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  would  like  to 
allow  a  vote  on  anything  that  is  proper,  but  this 
is  a  proposition  to  make  a  fundamental  and  im- 
portant change  in  the  law,  and  I  apprehend 
the  proposition  is  not  understood. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  I  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  by  which  the  main  qobsttoa  was 
ordered. 


The  SPEAKER.  That  cannot  be  done, 
because  the  previous  question  has  been  partly 
executed. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Perrt]  will  at  least  allow  a  vote 
upon  the  proposition. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  would  be  very  glad 
to  open  up  the  consideration  of  this  whole 
subject,  so  as  to  make  sure  that  the  House 
would  understand  it,  and  their  abide  by  Uie 
vQte.  But  I  am  under  the  impression  that  we 
will  be  voting  upon  the  amendment  without 
comprehending  its  full  effect. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  agreeing 
to  the  substitute,  and  there  were — ^yeas  116, 
nays  48,  not  voting  76  ;  as  follows : 

TBAS— Messrs.  Archer,  Ambler.  Averill,  Barber, 
Barr^.  Beatty,  Bifby.  Bird.  Baekley.  BurdeU.  Ben- 
jamin F.Batler,  CampbelUFreeman  Clarke,  Coburn, 
Coghlan,  Conger,  Crocker,  Dawes,  De  Large.  Diokey, 
Donnan,  DuBose,  Dann ell,  Barnes,  Farnsworth,  Far- 
well,  Finkelnburg,  Charles  Foster,  Wilder  D.  Foster, 
Frye.  Gets,  Griffith,  Uale,  Uarper.  Qeorgo  E.  Harris, 
Hawley,  Hay.  Hays,  Gerry  W.  Haselton,  Hibbard. 
Uill.  Hoar^  Holmao.  Hooper.  Kendall,  Ketoham, 
Kina.Lansmg.  Ijeaob,Lowe,  Maynard,  McClelland, 
M'oGormiok,  McCrary,  McHenry^oIntyre.  MoJnn- 
kin,  Mercur,  Merriam,  Benjamin  IT.  Meyers.MitcheU, 
Monroe.  Morey.  Morphis.  Leonard  Myers,  Negley, 
Nibtaok,  Orr,  Psokard,  Packar.  Isaac  C.  Parker. 
Peek.  Pendleton.  Aaron  F.  Perry.  Eli  Perry,  Po- 
land, Porter,  Rainey,  Edward  Y.  Bice.  Ritchie,  Ellis 
H.  Roberts.  Bask*  Sargent.  Sawyer,  Shanks.  Shel- 
don, Shober,  Shoemaker,  Slocum,  Sloss,  H.  Board- 
man  Smith,  John  A.  Smith.  Snapp.  R.  Milton 
Speer.  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Spragne.  Starkweather. 
Stevens.  Stevenson.  Stougpton.  Strong.  Dwight 
Townsend,  Turner.  lathillTTwichell.  Tyner.  Upson. 
Wakeman.  Walden.  Waldron.  Wells,  Wheeler, 
Whiteley,  Willard.  J  oho  T.  Wilson.  andWood— 116. 

NAYS--Messr8.  Adams,  Arthur.  Biggs.  Braxton, 
Bright,  George  M.  Brooks,  Bufflnton,  Burchard, 
Caldwell.  Carroll.  Cobb.  Conner.  Davis.  Dox, 
Dnke.  Ely.  Henry  D.  Foster,  Garrett.  Golladay. 
Haldeman.  Hancock,  Handley.  Hanks.  John  T. 
Harris,  Kerr,  Lamison,  Lewis,  Manson,  McKinney, 
Merrick,  Morgan,  Palmer.  Hosea  W.  Parker,  Potter, 
Read,  John  M.  Rice,  William  R.  Roberts.  Rogers, 
Sherwood,  Slater.  Storin.  Swann,  Terry,  Vaughan, 
Voorhees,  Whitthome,  Winchester,  and  Young — 18. 

NOT  VOTING-Messrs.  Ames.  Acker,  Banks. 
Barnum.  Beck,  Bell,  Beveridge,  Bingham,  Austin 
Blair,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles,  James  Brooks,  Rod- 
erick R.  Butler,  William  T.  Clark,  Gomingo,  Cot- 
ton, Cox,  Crebs,  Creely,  Critcher,  Crossland.  Darrall, 
Daell.Bldredge,  Elliott!  Forker.  Garfield.  Goodrich. 
Halsey,   Hambleton,    Harmer,   Havens.  John   W. 


Peters,  Piatt,  Price,  Prindle.  Randall.  Robinson, 
Roosevelt,  Soofleld,  Soeloy,  Sessions.  Snellabarger. 
Worthlngton  C.  Smith.  Snyder,  Stowell.  St.  John. 
Sutherland,  Sypher,  Taffe,  Thomas,  Washington 
Townsend.  Van  Trump,  Waddell.  Wallace.  Walls, 
Warren,  Williams  of  Indiana,  Williams  of  New 
York,  and  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson— 76. 

So  the  substitute  for  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  is  the  previous  question 
still  operating  so  that  this  amendment  is  not 
subject  to  further  amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  subject  to  fur- 
ther amendment. 

The  question  was  taken,  and  the  amendment 
AS  amended  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  as  amended  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed and  read  a  third  time;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordinglj  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  NEGLBY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  pfMsed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
Uble. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  permission  to  print 
some  remarks  and  statistics  in  the  Globe  in 
connection  with  my  remarks  of  yesterday. 

No  objection  was  made.     [See  Appendix.] 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  ask  to  have  printed  in 
the  Globe  a  letter  and  memorial  in  relation  to 
this  question. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  leave  was 
granted. 

The  letter  and  memorial  are  as  follaws : 

New  Tobk,  April  1, 1872. 
Sib  :  With  regard  to  the  bill  regulating  pilotage 
now  before  sr^*^  honorable  committee,  I  woald  like 
yoa  to  keep  in  view  the  fisot  Uiat  under  the  existing 


law  we  are  prevented  from  ehoosing  our  own  pilots 
to  take  our  vessels  to  sea.  and  the  want  of  this  au- 
thority on  my  part  nearly  caused  the  loss  not  long 
sinoe  of  the  steamer  Spain,  the  largest  but  one  of 
the  ocean  steamers  coming  here.  This  vessel  was 
struck  twice  on  going  to  sea,  drawing  twenty-four 
feet  ten  inches,  after  I  had  warned  the  pilot  to  be 
careful,  as  it  was  early  on  the  tide.  His  anxiety  to 
get  home  early  to  his  wife,  however,  seems  to  have 

Sot  the  better  of  his  Judgment,  if  he  ever  had  any. 
)nr  vessels  are  much  the  largest  coming  here,  and 
the  loss  of  any  of  them  would  be  a  most  serious 
affair  for  merchants  and  underwriters  here,  and  if 
we  had  the  choosing  of  our  own  outward  pilots  we 
should  feel  much  greater  security  than  we  do  now. 
I  am,  sir,  yours  very  truly, 

P.  W.  J.  HURST. 

Qeneral  J  axis  S.  Kxolit.  Chairman  GmmitUg  qf 
Oommereet  Watkinffton, 

To  the  Senate  and  Houee  cf  Hepreeenfaiivee  of  the 
United  Statee  in  Oonoreee  aeeembled  : 

The  undersigned,  merchants  and  owners  or  rep- 
resentatives  of  steam  and  sail  vessels  plying  from 
the  port  of  New  York,  do  hereby  respeott'nlly  peti- 
tion your  honorable  bodies  as  follows,  namely : 

That  section  fifty-one  of  the  act  of  Congress  re- 
lating to  steam  vessels,  approved  February  2B,  1871, 
may  be  stricken  out  and  abolished,  and  the  follow- 
ing section  be  inserted  in  its  stead,  namely : 

Sio.  51.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  sea- 
going vessels  and  vessels  navigating  the  great  lakes 
shall  be  subiect  to  the  navigation  laws  of  the  Uni« 
ted  States  when  navigating  within  the  jurisdiction 
thereof;  and  all  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in 
part  by  steam,  and  navigating  as  aforesaid,  shall  bo 
subiect  to  all  the  rules  and  regulations  ostablisbed 
in  pursuance  of  the  law  for  the  gorerament  of  steam 
vessels  in  passing,  as  provided  by  this  act;  and 
every  sea-going  steam  vessel  subject  to  the  navi- 
gation laws  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  rules 
and  regulations  aforesaid,  shall,  when  under  way. 
except  on  the  high  seas,  be  under  the  eontrol  ana 
direction  of  pilots  licensed  by  the  inspectors  of 
steamboats.  And  no  State  or  municipal  govern- 
ment shall  Impose  upon  pilots  of  steam  vessels 
herein  provided  for  any  obligation  to  proeure  a 
State  or  other  license  in  addition  to  that  issued  by 
the  United  States,  nor  other  regulation  which  will 
impede  such  pilots  in  the  performance  of  their 
duties  as  required  by  this  act ;  nor  shall  any  pilot 
charges  be  levied  by  any  such  authoritv  upon  any 
steamer  piloted  as  herein  provided ;  and  in  no  case 
shall  the  fees  charged  for  the  pilotage  of  any  steam 
vessel  exceed  the  customary  or  legally -established 
rates  in  the  State  where  the  same  is  performed. 

SPOFFORD.  BROTHERS  k  CO*!, 

29  Broadway, 
PACIFIC  MAIL  S.  S.  CO., 
hf  F.  N.  G.  BfiLLOWti, 

Vice  Preeident,  59  WaUetrtet. 
ATLANTIC  MAIL  S.  S.  CO.. 

A.  W.  DIMOCK. 

i*reeidei^  5  Bowling  Oreen, 
HENDERSON  BROTHERS, 

7  Bowling  Oreen, 
OELRICHS  k  CO^  2  Bowling  Oreen. 
BOYD  k  HINGKEN,3  WiUiamtreet. 

WILLIAM  NELSON,  jr..  24  OMiS/v>. 
KUNHAKDT  k  CO..  ^i  Broad  street. 
JOSifiPH  HYDE  SPARKS, 

Agent  White  Star  Line. 
U.  S.  k  BRAZIL  MAIL  S.  6.  CO.. 
By  C.  K.  OARRISON. 
Acting  Prceident^  5  Bowling  Oreen, 
BRETT.  SON  k  CO..  43  South  etreet, 
HENRY  k  PARKER.  25  OmiUms^u). 
PETER  L  N£  VIUS  k  SON. 

11  South  etreet, 

B.  B.  MORGAN'S  SONS.  70  South  etreet. 
THOS.  DUNHAM'S  NEPHEW  k  CO.. 

68  South  etreet. 
WILLIAMS  k  GUION,  63  WaU  Hreet, 
GEORGE  F.  RULLST,  120  WaUetreti. 
PUNCH,  BDYK  k  CO.,    .  ^ .. 

^  South  William  itreet, 
JACOB  W.  SCHMIDT  k  CO.. 

5  WiUiam  etreet. 
JAMES  W.  EL  WELL  A  CO.,  ^     ^ 

^  Souih  street. 
BARCLAY  k  LIVINGSTON. 

24  Beaver  etreet. 
F.  W.  J.  HURST. 

Managing  Agent  National  Line^ 

09  Broadway. 
GENERAL  TRANSATLANTIC  CO.. 
By  MORT.  h.  MACiUSNZIE, 

Acting  Agent. 
WBNDT  k  RAMMBLSBBRG, ,      „  ^ 

AgenU  BaUie  Lloyd  Mail  S,  S.  Oo. 
CHAS.G.FRANCKLYN.   ^  ^  „  „  ^ 
Agent  B,  d!  tf.A.  R.M,SS.(h. 
GEORGB  W.  QUINTARD,  „  „  ^ 

Freeident  NetoYorkA  Okwrlmton  S.  S.  Co. 
H.  B.  CltOMWELL  k  CO..  8S  Weet  etreet. 
JAMBS  M.  HUNT, 

Sceretary  Old  Dominion  8.  S.  Co. 

H0MB8TBADS  TO  ACTUAL  8BTTLBR8. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  basinesa. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of 
basinesa  being  demanded,  the  morning  hour 
begins  at  twelve  o'clock  and  fifty-two  minutetiy 
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aiid  the  Hoase  resames  the  considentioD  of  the 
Hoaaebill  No.  2117,  to  secure  the  public  lands 
to  actual  settlers,  reported  yesteroay  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  It  was  suggested  yester- 
day by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Co- 
burn,]  whose  remarks  I  did  not  hear  at  the 
time,  owing  to  the  confusion  about  me,  that  the 
elfect  of  this  bill  is  to  repeal  the  homestead 
bill  passed  the  other  day.  I  am  very  clear  it 
does  not,  because  I  would  be  the  last  man  to 
consent  to  a  repeal  of  that  law,  and  it  was 
passed  through  the  House  on  my  motion,  as 
gentlemen  may  remember.  But  to  put  it  be- 
yond all  controversy  I  propose  as  an  independ- 
ent section,  to  come  in  after  section  five,  what 
I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  and  ask  to  have 
read 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  proposes 
to  offer  the  amendment  which  the  Clerk  will 
now  read  when  in  order. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  constraed  as  repeaHog 
an  act  entitled  '*An  act  to  enable  honorably  dis- 
charged soldiers  and  sailors,  their  widows  and  orphan 
children,  to  acqaire  homesteads  on  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  FARNS  WORTH.  I  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tleman that  he  put  in  after  the  word  ^^repeal- 
ing" the  words  **or  affecting." 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  will  say  to  my  colleague 
that  many  of  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  for 
the  bene'tit  of  the  persons  provided  for  in  that 
act. 

ihe  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  this 
amendment  beiog  considered  as  pending? 

Mr.  COB  URN.  I  object.  I  desire  to  have 
read  an  amendment  which  I  propose  to  offer 
myself,  and  I  supposed  I  was  entitled  to  the 
floor  to  offer  the  first  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  No  one  is  entitled  to  the 
floor  except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  COBUUN.  I  understand  that,  but  I 
supposed  I  should  have  been  recognized  first. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  state  the 
position  of  the  question.  The  House  on  yes- 
terday ordered  the  main  Question.  It  then 
voted  to  reconsider  that.  The  question  now 
is,  shall  the  main  question  be  ordered? 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  wish  to  say  a  word,  and 
I  hope  I  may  have  permission  to  do  so. 

The  SPEAKER.     Objection  is  made. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  object  unless  I  can  be 
permitted  to  say  a  word  myself 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  do  not  object  to  that, 
but  I  think  the  bill  has  been  put  in  a  false 
position  by  reason  of  the  action  of  some  gentle* 
men  who  are  seeking  to  defeat  it. 

Mr.  STOUGflTON.  I  object  to  the  gentle- 
man proceeding  unless  the  other  side  can  be 
heard. 

The  SPE  AKE  R.     Debate  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  They  object  unless  they 
ean  be  heard.  I  have  never  objected  to  their 
being  heard. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  never  goes 
into  the  reasons  for  an  objection  ;  an  objection 
is  absolute. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  do  not  understand  any 
gentleman  to  make  an  absolute  objection. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  see  that  this  measure  is 
nttempted  to  be  debated  on  one  side  only,  and 
I  insist  upon  a  vote. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  If  we  can  be  heard  for  a 
moment  on  this  side 

The  SPEAKER.  Three  gentlemen  object, 
and  one  is  sufficient. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.     What  gentlemen  object? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana, [Mr.  CoBURK,]  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Conger,]  and  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Stouohton.] 

Mr.  HA  WLEx.     1  think  the  gentlemen 

.The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  have 
the  question  argued.    An  objection  is  absolute. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  main 
question;  and  there  were — ayes  67,  noes  62; 
BO  quorum  voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Coburn  and 
Mr.  Hawlky  were  appointed. 


The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  50,  noes  72. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  ordering  the  main  question. 

On  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays,  there  were^- 
ayes  fourteen. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  call  for  tellers  on  order- 
ing the  yeas  and  nays.       • 

Tellers  were  jiot  ordered. 
So  the  main  question  was  not  ordered. 
Mr.  COBURN.     I  move  to  amend  the  bill 
by  addiog  the  following  as  additional  sections : 

Sec.  — .  That  every  private  soldier  and  officer 
who  has  served  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
during  the  recent  rebellion  for  ninety  days,  and 
who  was  honorably  discharged.  inoiadiDg  the  troops 
mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Unitea  States  by 
virtue  of  the  third  section  of  an  act  entitled  **Ad 
act  making  appropriations  for  completing  the  de- 
fenses of  WosbiDgton,  and  for  other  purposes," 
approved  February  13.  1862,  and  every  seaman, 
marine,  and  oMcer,  or  other  person  who  has  served 
iu  the  Nav/  of  the  United  States,  or  in  the  Marine 
corps,  during  the  rebellion,  for  ninety  days,  and 
who  was  honnrably  discharged,  has  remained  loyal 
to  the  Qovornment,  shall  be  entitled  to  enter  and 
receive  a  certificate  for  a  quantity  of  public  lands 
(not  mineral)  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  or  one  quarter  section,  which  shall  be  com- 

Sosed  of  contiguous  tracts,  according  to  legal  sub- 
ivisions,  including  the  alternate  reserved  sections 
of  public  lands  along  the  line  of  any  railroad  or 
other  public  work,  or  other  lands  subject  to  qntry 
under  the  homestead  luws  in  the  United  States, 
wherever  public  lands  have  been  or  mny  be  granted 
by  acts  of  Congress  \  and  that  said  soldier,  seaman, 
marine,  or  officer,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  bo  enti- 
tled to  a  patent  for  said  land  upon  complying  with 
the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  '*An  act  to  secure 
homesteads  upon  the  public  domain,"  except  as  pro- 
vided in  this  act:  Provided,  That  said  soldier,  sea- 
man, marine,  or  officer  shall  be  allowed  twelve 
months  after  locating  his  homestead  within  which 
to  coiumence  his  settlement  and  improvement:  And 
provided  also.  That  the  time  which  the*soIdier,  sea- 
man, marine,  or  officer  shall  have  served  in  the 
Army,  Navy,  or  Marine  corps  aforesaid,  or  if  dis- 
charged on  account  of  wounds  received,  or  disabil- 
ity incurred  in  the  line  of  duty,  then  the  term  of 
enlistment,  shall  be  deducted  from  the  time  hereto- 
fore required  to  perfect  title:  And  provided  further. 
That  any  soldier,  seaman,  marine,  or  officer,  as 
aforesaid,  may  assign  his  certificate  of  entry  within 
twelve  months  from  the  date  thereof  to  any  citizen 
of  the  United  Srafes  over  twenty-one  years  of  age, 
or  person  who  has  declared  his  intention  to  become 
Buob,  who  has  not  previously  availed  himself  of  the 
benefits  of  the  homestead  or  preemption  laws,  and 
said  assignee  shall  succeed  to  all  the  rights  of  the 
said  soldier,  seaman,  marine,  or  officer;  and  it  may 
be  lawful  for  such  assignee  to  become  the  purehuser 
of  certificates  to  the  amount  of  not  more  than  one 
section,  or  six  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  but 
the  same  shall  be  contiguous  and  adjoining,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  actual  settlement;  but  no  such  as- 
signor of  a  certificate  of  entry  shall  thereafter  have' 
the  right  to  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  this  actor 
the  acts  heretofore  passed  grantini^  homesteads  to 
actual  settlers,  nor  shall  such  assignee  have  the 
right  to  acquire  any  other  homestead  under  said 
acts:  Provided,  however^  That  no  patent  shall  issue 
to  said  soldier,  se:i.man,  marine,  or  officer,  or  his 
assignee,  who  has  not  resided  upon,  improved,  and 
cultivated  his  said  homestead  for  a  period  of  at  least 
two  years:  And  provided  further.  That  said  soldier, 
seaman,  marine,  or  officer  shall  not  be  required  to 
pay  any  Government  fee. 

Sec.—-.  That  any  person  entitled  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  foregoing  section  to  outer  a  homestead 
who  may  have  heretofore  entered  under  the  home- 
stead laws  a  quantity  of  land  less  than  one  hundred 
and  Fixty  acres,  shall  bo  permitted  to  enter  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  >o  much  land  as,  when  added 
to  the  quantity  previously  entered,  shall  not  exceed 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Skc.  — .  That  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  person 
who  would  be  entitled  to  a  homestead  under  the  pro- 
visions of  the  first  section  of  this  act,  his  widow,  if 
unmarried,  or  in  caseof  her  death  or  marriage,  then 
bis  minor  orphnn  children,  shall  be  entitled  to  all 
the  benefits  enumerated  iu  this  not:  Provided,  That 
if  such  person  died  during  his  term  of  enlistment, 
the  whole  term  uf  his  enlistment  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  time  heretofore  required  to  perfect  the  title. 

Sbo.  ->.  That  every  soldier,  seaman,  marine,  and 
officer  who  jserved  in  the  Army  or  Navy  for  the  siiid 
period  of  ninety  days,  and  is  now  inscribed  on  the 

Eension-rolls  of  the  United  States,  or  may  hereafter 
e  inscribed  on  said  roils  on  account  of  wounds 
received  or  disabilities  incurred  in  the  line  of  duty, 
may,  in  lieu  of  the  rights,  privileges,  and  benefits 
hereinbefore  conferred,  enter  upon,  by  au  agent  or 
attorney,  and  receive  a  patent  for  one  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land,  as  provided  in  section  one  of  this  act, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  said  first 
section,  and  liable  to  all  the  provisions  thereof,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  personal  residence;  and  that  all  acts 
and  things  retiuired  to  be  done  by  said  homestead 
settler,  by  said  first  section,  may  be  done  by  said 
agent  or  attorney:  Provided,  That  no  such  agent  or 
attorney  shall  act  as  such  for  more  than  one  person 
at  the  same  time. 

Sko.  ''.  That  all  declarations  and  proofe  required 
under  this  aut  and  the  former  acts  granting  home- 


steads to  aetnal  settlers  may  be  taken  before  t^i 
judge  or  clerk  of  any  court  of  record  in  tbe  Usiud 
States,  or  of  any  State  or  Territorj,  aod,  when  dsi; 
authenticated  under  tbe  official  sesl  of  such  cQnrt, 
shall  be  of  tbe  same  force  and  effect  as  if  ttkn 
before  the  register  or  receiver  of  the  proper  lu4. 
office. 

Sbc.  — .  That  the  Commissioner  of  tb«  Gcoertd 
Land  Office  shall  have  authority  to  make  all  iitr4fal 
rules  and  regulations  to  carry  into  effect  the  prgri** 
ions  of  this  aoL 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Cobubn]  allow  me  to  offer  aa 
amendment  to  hia  amendment? 

Mr.  COBURN.  Certainly;  I  yield  to  the 
gentleman  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  move  to  ameod  tbe 
amendment  by  adding  to  it  the  folloviog: 

Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  eonstraedsc  r«)ei]iB( 
the  act  entitled  "An  act  to  enable  bonorablf  dis- 
charged soldiers  and  sailors, their  widowsaiMl  orphu 
children,  to  acquire  homesteads  on  thepablle  Li&di 
of  the  United  Slates." 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  yield  to  my  collea^e 
[Mr.  Tyner]  that  he  may  offer  so  ameod- 
menu 

The  SPEAKER.  No  farther  ameDdment 
can  be  entertained  except  by  ananimoai  coa- 
sent. 

Mr.  TYNER.  I  ask  ananimoas  coDseot  to 
ofier  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  in  lines  thirteen,  fourteen,  fifleeo,  u4 
sixteen  of  the  first  section  of  the  bill  the  folloviof 
words : 

Or  with  the  granting  in  limited  qasntitieof  Cm 
public  lands  for  educational  purposes,  or  with  grut> 
ing  public  lands  in  limited  quantities,  the  proe«td< 
of  which  shall  be  used  for  purposes  of  imenial  la* 
provement. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  bean  no  or 
jeciion  to  this  amendment  being  eDtertaioed. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  believe  toy  colleaps 
[Mr.  Tyner]  wishes  to  submit  a  farther  amenj' 
ment. 

Mr.  TYNER.     I  ask  uoanimoas  coaseo:  19 

ofifer  the  following  as  an  additional  sectioa: 

Sbo.  — .  That  nothing  in  this  act  eontaioed  fhin 
be  construed  to  prevent  the  location  of  Dillurr 
bounty-land  warrants,  agricultural  ooll««  eerip,  or 
other  scrip  authorised  under  existing  lavs:  /^ 
vidtd.  That  no  location  of  more  than  one  boadrfd 
and  sixty  acres  shall  be  made  by  any  one  ytp^i 
with  such  military  bounty-land  warrants,  wvru- 
tnral  ooUcge  scrip,  or  other  scrip. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objecUon  to  thii 
amendment  being  entertained? 

Mr.  STOUGHTON  and  others  objected. 

Mr.  TYNER.  Is  not  the  amendmeat  m 
order  except  by  unanimoos  consent? 
^  The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  amendment  offered 
tiy  the  gentleman  holding  the  floor  [Mr.  Co- 
burn]  and  that  offered  by  the  gentleman  who 
reported  the  bill  [Mr.  Hawlet]  exhaust  tbe 
power  to  amend  under  parliamentary  law- 
Additional  amend  menU  can  be  enterlaioed 
only  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  I  ask  unanimoBg 
consent  to  amend  by  inserting,  alter  the  wordi 
"  public  lands,"  in  line  five,  section  foar,  yi 
the  bill,  the  words  **or  upon  surveyed  lands 
where  no  land  office  has  been  established.' 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  1  object  to  that  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  unanimoos  coasentj 
to  offer  an  amendment,  adding,  after  the  word 
"therefrom,"  iu  line  five,  section  one,  of  the 
bill,  the  words  **or  other  lauds  unsuitable « 
auiiutity  or  quality  for  homesteads,  to  be  dc- 
hned  by  regulations  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,"  This  amendmeBtii 
designed  to  embrace  small  pieces  of  landwoteb 
on  account  of  being  swamp  land  or  fromotber 
causes  have  never  been  purchased  sod  will 
never  be  suitable  for  homesteads. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objecUon 
this  amendment  will  be  entertained. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  object  to  any  turihef 
amendments. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  fron 
Illinois  [Mr.  Hawlky]  will  not  object  to  ibesj 
amendments.  They  ought  to  be  aUowefl, '»* 
the  bill  may  as  far  as  possible  be  perlecied. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  that  my  amendmeot 
be  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk.  I  think  thstvbes 
it  is  understood  it  will  not  be  objected  (u. 
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The  Clerk  read  the  amendment  proposed  by 

Mr.  CONQER. 

Mr.  UA  WLEY.     I  withdraw  my  objection. 
Mr.  SrOUGHTON.     I  offer  the  following 
8u  bstitute  lor  the  pending  bill-and  amendments. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  every  private  soldier  and  oflSeer  who  \^aB 
verved  in  the  Army  of  the  United  Stated  daring  the 
recent  rebellion  for  ninety  days,  and  who  was  hon- 
orably disohargod,  inoladiog  the  troops  mustered 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States  by  virtue  of 
the  third  eection  of  an  act  entitled  **An  aet  milking 
APIiropriations  for  oompleting  the  defenses  of  Wiish- 
iiifcton,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  February 
XS.  1SC2,  aud  every  seaman,  marine,  and  officer  or 
oiber  person  who  has  served  in  the  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  or  in  the  Marine  corps,  during  the 
lebeliiou,  for  ninety  days,  and  who  was  honorably 
discharged,  has  remained  loyal  to  the  Government, 
shall  be  entitled  to  enter  and  receive  a  certificate  for 
a  quantity  of  pubMc  lauds  (not  mineral)  not  exceed- 
ing on  A  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  or  one  quarter  sec- 
tiuD,  which  dhall  be  composed t>f  contiguous  tracts, 
according  to  legal  subdivisions,  including  the  altor- 
nate  reserved  sections  of  public  lands  along  the  line 
of  any  railroad  or  other  public  work,  or  other  lands 
subject  to  entry  under  the  homestead  laws  in  the 
United  States,  wherever  public  lands  have  been  or 
may  be  granted  by  acts  of  Congres;«;  and  that  said 
troldier,  seaman,  marine,  or  officer,  his  heirs  or  as- 
eigiis,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for  said  land 
upon  complying  with  tho  provtsious  of  an  act  enti- 
tled "An  act  to  secure  homesteads  upon  the  public 
domain/*  ezce^t  as  provided  in  this  act :  Provided^ 
Ttiat  said  soldier,  seaman,  marine^ or  officer  shall  be 
allowed  twelve  months  after  locating  his  homestead 
withiu  which  to  commence  his  settlement  and  im- 
provement :  AndprovitUd  aUo,  That  the  time  which 
the  soldier,  seaman,  marine,  or  officer  shall  have 
served  in  the  Army,  Navy,  or  Marine  corps 
aforesaid,  or  if  discharged  on  account  of  wounds 
received,  or  disability  incurred  iu  the  line  of 
duty,  then  tho  term  of  enlistment  shall  bo  deducted 
from  the  time  heretofore  required  to  perfect  title: 
And  provided  /wrthcr.  That  any  soldier,  seaman, 
Diarine,or  officer, as  aforesaid,  may  assign  hiscertifi- 
sate  of  entry  within  twelve  months  from  the  date 
thereof  to  any  eitisen  of  tho  United  States  over 
twenty -one  years  of  age,  or  person  who  has  declared 
his  intention  to  become  sacb,  who  has  not  previously 
availed  himself  of  the  benefits  of  the  homestead  or 
preemption  laws,  and  said  assignee  shall  succeed  to 
all  the  rights  of  the  said  soldier,  seaman,  mnrine,  or 
officer;  and  it  may  be  lawful  for  such  sssignea  to 
become  the  purchaser  of  certificates  to  the  amount 
of  not  more  than  one  section,  or  six  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  land,  bat  the  same  shall  be  contiguous 
and  adjoining,  and  for  the  purpose  of  actual  settle- 
ment; but  no  such  assignor  of  a  certificate  of  entry 
sball  thereafter  have  the  right  to  avail  himself  of  ihe 
benefit  of  this  actor  the  acts  heretofore  passed  grant- 
iug  homesteads  to  actnal  settlers,  nor  shall  such  as- 
signee huve  the  right  to  acquire  any  other  homestead 
uuder  said  acts;  Pruvid^d^  however.  That  no  patent 
shall  ia:(ue  losaid  soldier, seaman,  marine,  or  officer, 
or  hid  assignee,  who  has  not  resided  upon,  improved, 
and  cultivated  his  said  homestead  tor  a  period  of 
at  least  one  year:  And  provided /urth^Tt  That  said 
soldier,  seaman,  marine,  or  officer  sball  not  be  re- 
guircd  to  p»y  any  Government  fee. 

8rc.  2.  That  any  person  entitled  under  the  pro- 
▼istoQS  of  the  foregoing  section  to  enter  a  home- 
stead, who  may  have  heretofore  entered  under  the 
homestead  laws  a  quantity  of  land  less  than  one 
hundred  ands>xty  acres,  shall  be  permitted  to  enter 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  so  much  land  as, 
when  added  to  the  quuntity  previously  entered, 
fihall  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  case  of  the  death  of  any  person 
who  would  bo  entitled  to  a  homestead  under  the 
provisions  of  the  first s.^ction  of  this  act,  his  widow, 
if  unmarried,  or  in  case  of  her  death  or  marriage, 
then  his  minor  orphan  children,  shall  be  entitled  to 
all  the  benefits  enumerated  in  this  act:  Provided^ 
That  if  ^ueh  person  died  during  his  term  of  enlist- 
XDent,  the  whole  term  of  his  enlistment  shall  be 
ueducte<l  from  the  time  heretofore  required  to  per- 
icct  the  litle. 

Sbc.  4.  That  every  soldier,  seaman,  marine,  and 
ofiScer  who  served  in  the  Army  or  Navy  tor  tho  said 
]>tfriod  of  uiuety  day«i,  and  is  now  inscribed  on  the 
pen-«ion-roli(!  of  the  United  States,  or  may  hereafter 
be  inmsribed  on  said  rolls  on  account  of  woundd  re- 
ceived or  diaabtliiies  incurred  in  the  line  of  duty, 
may,  in  lieu  of  the  rights,  privileges,  and  benefies 
hereinbefore  conferred,  enter  upon,  by  an  agent  or 
attorney,  and  receive  a  patent  for  one  quarter  section 
of  land,  as  provided  in  section  one  of  this  act,  and 
fthall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  said  first  sec- 
tion, and  liable  to  all  the  provisions  thereof,  except 
as  to  the  personal  residence ;  and  that  all  acts  and 
things  required  to  be  done  by  said  homestead  settler, 
by  said  first  section,  may  be  done  by  said  agent  or 
attorney:  Provided,  That  no  such  aigent  or  attorney 
shall  act  as  snch  for  more  than  one  person  at  the 
same  time. 

Sbc.  5.  That  all  declarations  and  proofs  required 
noder  this  act  and  the  former  acts  granting  homo- 
steada  to  actual  settlers  may  be  taken  before  the 
judge  or  clerk  of  any  court  of  record  in  the  United 
States,  or  of  any  State  or  Territory,  and,  when  duly 
authenticated  under  the  official  seal  of  such  court, 
shall  be  of  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  taken  belore 
the  register  or  receiver  of  the  proper  land  office. 

Sbc  6.  Thai  the  OommlHioner  of  the  General 


Land  Office  shall  hare  anthorityto  make  all  needfiil 
rules  and  regulations  to  carry  into  effect  the  provis- 
ions of  this  act. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  move  in  section  one,  line 
thirteen,  after  the  word  'Maws,'*  to  insert  the 
words  **and  treaties." 

There  wtis  no  objection ;  and  the  amend- 
ment was  accordint^ly  made. 

Mr.  SAHGENT.  '  I  move  the  following 
amendment  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  section 
two. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  in  all  oases  where  preemption 
filings  or  homestead  entries  have  been  or  shall  be 
abandoned,  or  are  fraudulent,  fictitious,  or  otherwise 
invalid,  the  same  shall  be  treated  as  void  ab  initio. 
and  intervening  adverse  claims  to  snch  lands  shall 
attach  in  the  same  manner  aa  if  said  filings  or  entries 
had  never  been  made. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  object  to  that  amend- 
ment coinitig  in. 

Mr.  EAMES.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
offer  the  following  ameodmeut: 

In  section  one,  line  thirteen,  strike  out  tho  words 
'*  in  limitod  quantities"  and  insert  in  place  thereof 
••or  sale." 

Mr.  HAWLEY.    I  object. 

Mr.  UOLMAN.  I  hope  my  colleague  will 
consent  to  my  submitting  the  following  substi- 
tute. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

That  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  "  An  act 
granting  bounty  land  to  certain  officers  and  soldiers 
who  haive  been  engaged  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,' ^approved  September  2B,  1850,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  extended  to  the  officers,  musi- 
cians, and  private  soldiers,  and  seamen,  who  served 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  of  the  United  States  between 
the  12th  day  of  April,  1861,  and  the  15th  day  of  April, 
1866,  for  a  period  not  less  than  ninety  days,  ana 
were  honorably  discharged,  or  who  were  honorably 
discharged  after  a  less  period  of  service  on  account 
of  wounds  received  in  battle,  and  to  the  widows  and 
minor  children,  in  the  order  named,  of  such  of  said 
officers,  musicians,  soldiers,  and  seamen  as  may  be 
deceased. 

Sic.  2.  That  no  sale  of  any  interest  in  snch  land 
shall  be  valid  until  after  the  patent  shall  issaot 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  hope  we  maybe  allowed 
to  have  a  vote  on  the  substitute  which  has  just 
been  read 

The  SPEAKER.    Is  there  objection ? 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  should  like  to  hear  it 
read  again. 

Mr.  r  AFFE.  That  has  been  decided  by  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  allowing  a  Tote  to  be  taken  on  the 
substitute. 

Mr.  TAFFE.     It  has  been  already  settled. 

The  substitute  was  again  reported. 

Mr.  SAKOENT.     I  object. 

Mr.  UOLMAN.  Allow  us  to  have  a  vote 
on  it. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  do  not  believe  in  ex- 
tending the  bounty  policy  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  next  to  impossible 
to  get  a  vote  oti  all  these  amendments,  in  the 
irregular  manner  in  which  they  are  now  offered. 
The  amendments  which  have  already  been 
offered  atid  entertained  are  perhaps  of  a  con- 
flicting character.  The  better  coarse  wonld 
be  eitlier  to  call  the  previous  question  on  an 
amendment  to  the  amendment,  and  dispose  of 
them  before  taking  up  any  others,  or  to  have 
the  bill  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  for  consid- 
eration. As  it  is  now  it  woold  be  difficult  to 
tiike  the  question  on  the  various  pending 
amendments. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  submit  to  the  Honse 
whetheri  after  ail  the  circumstances,  it  would 
not  be  better  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  these  im- 
portant propositions. 

Mr.  FARNS  WORTH.  Why  not  let  the  bill 
and  pending  amendments  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  so  that 
order  may  be  brought  out  of  this  confusion? 

Mr.  COBURN.  There  is  iio  difficulty  about 
the  pending  amendments.  They  do  not  con- 
flict at  all  with  each  other ;  they  can  be  voted 
on  rationally  by  the  House ;  but  perhaps  under 


the  circumstances  it  would  be  better  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  I  now  submit 
that  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  wonld  not  be  in 
order  to-d€iy,  because  at  half  past  one  o'clock, 
which  has  almost  arrived,  the  bill  in  relation 
to  shipping  commissioners  comes  before  the 
House  as  a  special  order. 

Mr.  COBURN.  Then  I  will  make  that 
motion  to-morrow;  and  I  will  say  now,  in 
relation  to  this  bill,  that  the  main  difference 
between  the  bill  which  passed ,  the  other  day 
and  the  bill  offered  now,  with  the  substitute 
of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Stough- 
TON,]  is  that  this  bill  gives  the  right  of  assign* 
ment  of  the  claim  within  one  year. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  In  other  words,  it  is  a  bounty 
bill. 

Mr.  COBURN.  It  is  not  a  bounty  bill.  It 
does  not  allow  the  certiGcate  to  run  more  than 
one  year;  aud  if  not  followed  up  by  actual 
settlement  and  occupation  under  the  law,  the 
certi6cate  amounts  to  nothing.  A  false  im- 
pression has  been  attetnpted  to  be  created 
throughout  the  country  that  these  certificates 
would  go  floating  around,  year  after  year,  aud 
be  in  the  market,  and  therefore  valueless. 
But  in  one  year  the  assigned  certificate  has 
to  be  followed  up  by  settlement  and  occupa- 
tion of  the  land. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hour  of  half  past  one 
having  arrived,  the  Chair  desires  the  gentle* 
man  from  Indiana  [Mr.  CoBUiiv]  to  indicate 
his  purpose  in  regard  to  the  bill,  so  thxt  the 
House  may  know  what  to  expect. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  will  move  that  the  bill 
be  considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  to* 
morrow. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  cannot  be  done, 
to-morrow  being  private  bill  day. 

Mr.  COBURN.  Then  I  will  say  next  Tues- 
day. 

The  SPEAKER,  If  the  bill  goes  over  now 
without  further  action,  it  comes  up  again  in 
the  morning  hour  of  Tuesday. 

Mr.  COBURN.    That  is  all  I  desire. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  I  ask  that  the  bill  and 
amendments  be  printed. 

There  was  no*  objection;  and  it  was  so 
ordered. 

Mr.  TYNER.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Hawlbt]  to  withdraw  his  objec- 
tion to  admitting  my  amendment. 

Mr.  COBURN.  1  hope  all  the  amend- 
ments will  be  admitted. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  object  to  further 
amendments  being  admitted.  Whether  pur- 
posed or  not,  it  is  the  policy  of  all  these 
amendments  to  kill  the  original  bill. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  And  open  up  an  anlim- 
ited  land-grabbing  scheme. 

Mr.  PARNSWORLH.  Would  it  be  in 
order  to  move  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  wonld 
not  have  the  right  to  make  that  motion,  the 
hour  of  half  past  one  having  arrived,  when 
other  business  becomes  the  special  order. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  demand  the  regular 
order. 

POSTAL  CONTRACTS  AND  STRAW  DIDS. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, reported  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  aud  Post  Roads  the  evidence  taken  before 
the  committee  in  reference  to  postal  contracts 
and  straw  bids,  and  moved  that  the  report  be 
printed,  and  that  the  testimony  be  laid  upon 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  also  ask  permis- 
sion that  the  minority  of  the  committee  on 
this  qnestion  have  the  opportunity  at  some 
futnre  time  to  present  their  views. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  it  was  so 
ordered. 
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SALB8  OF  PUBLIO  LANDS. 

Mr.  SARGENT,  by  aaanimoas  coDsenL 
presented  a  letter  trom  the  Gommiflsioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office,  addremed  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  giving  inform- 
ation aa  to  the  cost  and* sales  of  pubUc  lands; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BALTIMOEV  AND  POTOM  AO  RAILROAD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  by 
unanimoas  consent,  leave  was  given  to  with 
draw  from  the  files  of  the  House  the  petition 
of  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia  in  ref- 
erence to  the  location  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Potomac  Railroad  Company. 

LKAYB  OF  ABSBNOI. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence  was 
granted  to  Mr.  Niblaok  for  ten  days. 

ORDBR  OF  BnSINBBS. 

The  SPEAKER,  llie  Clerk  will  read  from 
the  Calendar  the  entry  in  relation  to  the  pend- 
ing bill,  which  will  explain  the  order  of  busi- 
ness now. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

'*  A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2044)  to  authorise  the  anpoint- 
ment  of  shipping  commissioners  by  the  several  oourts 
of  the  United  States,  to  snperiotend  the  Bhippinff 
and  disobarge  of  seamen  engaged  in  merchant  snips 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  for  the  further 
protection  of  seamen.  March  21.  The  farther  con- 
sideration postponed  until  April  4,nezt«  Special 
order  for  that  day  after  one  and  a  half  o'clock  p.m., 
to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  orders,  and  that  the 
main  <ittestion  sh^l  be  oonsidered  as  ordered  at  the 
hour  of  four  and  a  half  o'clock  p.  m." 

BLBOnON  00NTB8T ^NORBIS  V8.  HANDLBT. 

Mr.  McCRART.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  to  yield  to  me  to  call  up  a  report 
from  the  Committee  of  Elections.  I  will  take 
but  little  time  in  discussing  it. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  previous  question  has 
been  ordered  at  half  past  four  o'clock,  and 
the  time  is  so  limited  that  I  dislike  to  yield. 

Mr.  McCRARY.  It  will  take  but  a  few 
moments.     I  shall  not  say  much. 

The  8PEA  KBR.  The  report  can  be  with- 
drawn if  it  leads  to  discussion. 

Mr.  McCRARY.     I  call  up  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Elections  in  the  cas^  of 
Norris  vs»   Handiey,  from  the  third   district 
of  Alabama. 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee 

was  read  as  follows : 

Re9olved,  That  W.  A  Handiey  is  entitled  to  retain 
his  seat  in  this  House  as  Representative  from  the 
third  district  of  Alabama. 

Mr.  McCRARY.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  report 
in  this  case  is  unanimous,  and  £  know  of  no 
disposition  among  members  of  the  House  to 
discuss  it  or  to  oppose  the  adoption  of  the 
resolution.  I  shall  therefore  not  myself  dis- 
cuss it  at  any  great  length,  bat  content  myself 
with  a  brief  statement.  The  contestant's  case 
depended  upon  his  establishing  two  propo- 
sitions, namely: 

1.  Thai  certain  votes  rejected  by  the  can- 
vassers should  have  been  counted. 

2.  That  the  vote  of  numerous  precincts 
should  be  rejected  on  account  of  intimidation 
practiced  by  the  sitting  member  and  his 
friends. 

Rq  has  sustained  for  the  most  part  the  alle- 
gations made  under  the  first  proposition,  but 
has  in  a  great  measure  failed  to  sustain  the 
second.  There  were  1,131  votes  cast  for  Mr. 
Norris,  the  contestant,  which  were  thrown 
out,  but  which,  as  the  report  shows,  should 
have  been  counted.    They  were  the  following : 

Box  No.  1,  Girard  precinct,  RoBell  county,  mi^oritv 
for  contestant............^ ..^..........m......   611 

BusseU  county  vote  thrown  out  by  State  board« 
mejority  forcontostant 2M 

Votes  thrown  out  in  Macon  county 286 

Votes  thrown  out  in  Elmore  county.. 65 

Total l^ 

In  addition  to  this,  a  careful  examination  of 
the  evidence  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  are  four  precincts  which  ought  to  be 
thrown  out  on  the  ground  that  the  frauds  and 


irregularities  practiced  at  the  polls  were  such 
as  to  render  it  impossible  to  arrive  at  any  sat- 
isfactory conclusion  as  to  what  the  true  result 
was.     These  precincts  are : 

Silver    Run,   Russell    county,   contestee's   midor- 

ity « «.-  149 

Himes,  Russell  county,  contestee's  msjority. 74 

Society  Hill,  Macon  county,  contestee's  ma- 
jority  .« 88 

Oak  Bowery,  Chambers  county,  contestee's  ma- 

Jority«M...........M. M M....M..M..................  63 

S15 
Add  votes  illecally  r«deoted  as  above 1,131 

'Total \^ 

Deducting  this  number  from  the  majority 
certified  for  the  sitting  member  leaves  him  still 
a  majority  of  1,696  votes.  That  this  majority 
is  not  overcome  by  the  evidence  submitted 
to  sustain  the  charge  of  intimidation  clearly 
appears  from  the  report  of  the  committee.  I 
reter  the  House  to  tne  report  for  a  discussion 
of  this  question,  and  will  content  myself  with 
the  statement  at  this  time  that  there  was  an 
unusually  full  vote  cast  at  the  election  in  ques- 
tion. This  fact  shows  that  there  was  not  such 
general  and  widespread  intimidation  as  is 
claimed ;  and  when  we  consider  the  further  fiict 
that  the  evidence  adduced  in  support  of  the 
allegation  of  intimidatioii  is  for  the  most  part 
hearsay  and  circumstantial,  the  conclusion  is 
inevitable  that  contestant  has  failed  upon  this 
point  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  no  voters 
were  intimidated,  but  it  is  clear  that  not  a 
sufficient  number  were  by  this  means  prevented 
from  voting  to  have  changed  the  result  had 
they  voted  for  contestant 

The  committee  do  not  wish  to  be  under- 
stood as  having  overlooked  the  fact  that  there 
were  efforts  to  inti^ddate,  nor  the  fact  that 
great  wrongs  and  outrages  were  perpetrated 
upon  the  freedmen  of  the  district  in  ques- 
tion prior  to  and  after  the  election.  What  we 
say  IS,  that  these  outrages,  in  so  fiir  as  they 
were  resorted  to  to  prevent  the  colored  men 
from  voting,  failed  of  their  purpose,  in  great 
measure  at  least.  Upon  this  subject  I  desire 
to  say  that  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the 
committee  have  overlooked  or  failed  to  consider 
the  fact  that  gross  wrongs  and  outrages  are 
shown  by  the  evidence  to  have  been  inflicted 
upon  some  of  the  freedmen  in  the  district  in 
question.  Threats  were  undoubtedly  made 
against  this  class  of  voters  of  personal  injury  or 
dismissal  from  employment  in  case  they  voted 
the  Republican  ticket,  and  these  threats  were 
carried  out  after  the  election,  in  several  in- 
stances at  least,  in  the  brutal  whipping  of  a 
number  of  freedmen  in  the  night-time  by  dis- 
guised men,  and  by  the  dismissal  of  others  from 
employment.  Several  churches  occupied  by 
ft'eedmen  for  worship  were,  prior  to  the  elec- 
tion, burned  down.  Several  cases  of  apparently 
unprovoked  murder  are  in  proof,  and  several 
cases  of  shooting  and  wounding.  A  white 
woman  who  had  been  a  teacher  amon^  the 
freedmen  was  compelled  to  flee  in  the  night- 
time from  her  home,  and  a  freedman  who  was 
a  preacher  among  bis  people  was  at  the  same 
time  brutally  murdered.  Other  cases  simi- 
lar in  character  are  in  proof,  and  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  perpetrators  of  a  single  one 
of  these  outrages  nave  ever  been  tried  or  pun- 
ished, or  that  any  vigorous  or  detenmned 
effort  has  been  made  to  apprehend  or  punish 
any  of  the  criminals.  These  crimes  were  well 
calculated  to  alarm  and  intimidate  the  colored 
people,  and  it  must  be  said  to  their  great  credit 
that,  in  spite  of  all  the  dangers  and  diffioultiesi 
the  great  body  of  them  did  in  fact  exercise 
their  right  to  vote,  many  of  them  travelinjg 
ten,  fifteen,  and  even  twenty  miles  from  their 
homes  for  that  purpose.  These  outrages,  there- 
fore, do  not  invalidate  the  election,  because 
they  did  not  intimidate  the  freedmen.  We  call 
attention  to  them  now  to  denounce  them  as 
most  infamous,  and  to  show  that  they  have 
not  escaped  our  attention.  We  are  glad  to  be 
able  to  Slate  that  there  is  no  proof  connecting 


the  sitting  member  in  any  way  vith  uj  of 
these  outrages.  The  committee  recommeod  ibe 
adoption  of  the  resolntion  reported  by  then. 

The  accounts  of  the  cont^tant  for  big  ex- 
penses were  referred  to  a  sub-committee,  of 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetu  [Mr. 
Hoar]  was  chairman,  and  I  yield  to  him  to  1 
offer  their  report  as  an  amendment  to  tbe 
resolution. 

Mr.  HOAR.    I  move  to  amend  the  resoh- 

tion  by  adding  to  it  the  following: 

Rewohed,  That  there  be  allowed  ud  pud  to  Hoi. 
B.  W.  Norria,  from  the  eontingent  food  of  tk« 
Honee,  the  sum  of  $5tfl28.  the  feme  keTiiif  be«a^ 
taally  expended  by  htm  in  cood  faith  in  eoDteaiiic 
the  seat  from  the  third  distriet  of  Aiabunt. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Is  that  a  report  froo  & 
committee? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  a  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Elections. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to;  andthereir 
olntion,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McCRARY  moved  to  reconsider  tbe 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsuier 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

H0MB8TBADS  TO  ACTUAL  8ITTLBB8. 

Mr.  MOREY.  I  uk  that  an  amendont 
which  I  propose  to  offer  to  the  hill  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Poblic  Lapd;,  ii 
relation  to  homesteads,  be  printed  with  ibe 
others. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.  I  would  like  to  ketr  i 
read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 


words  in  the  fint  netiN 
'provided: 
That  thiB  act  sball  not  interfere  with  an;  pwU 


Strike  ont  the  foUowiac 
after  the  word  **  provided 


.»» 


reeervations,  obligationa.  pled^ea,  or  promiaet  ben 
tofore  made  or  inourred  by  the  United  StaUt  ws 
existing  laws. 

And  add  the  followinc  :  .     . 

That  thie  aet  shall  ii<A  affeet  the  exentMi^ 
existing  laws  for  the  disposition  of  the  pablieUadi 
by  seleetion.  reservation,  warrants,  eertifloatcs,  ten- 
eoltural  oollege  sorip»  indemnity  serip.  or  wm 
sorip,  but  the  same  shall  npply  to  and  be  loe&tibU 
on  any  lands  liable  at  the  same  time  to  hoBeiuM 
settlement  and  entry. 

Mr.  HAWLEY.    I  object 

BURY  BY  OP  INDIAN  LANM. 

Mr.  MAYNARD,  by  unanimoDS  conseot, 
presented  the  protest  of  the  Indian  dele^ 
to  the  survey  of  their  lauds  in  the  Indiao  te^ 
ritory,  as  proposed  in  the  Indian  appropriadoi 
bill;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commiiteeoo 
Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  priori 

SHIPPING  OOMM IB8I0NBB8. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  mast  now  insist  opoo  tbe 
regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  b«ii{ 
called  for,  the  House  will  now,  in  pursoasce 
of  previous  order,  resume  the  consid^raiwn 
of  House  bill  No.  2044,  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  shipping  commissiooers  bj 
the  judges  of  the  several  circuit  courts  o. 
the  17 nited  States  to  superintend  the  shippiof 
and  discharge  of  seamen  engaged  in  mercDr-^ 
ships  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  further  protection  of  seamen. 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  readingof  the  biU 
commencing  with  the  thirteenth  section,  vbid 

was  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  18.  That  the  following  roles  shall  be  obitfrei 
with  respeet  to  agreements:  lint,  evenr  •1'*^'°. 
(ezeept  in  suoh  oaaes  of  agreements  as  vf  £^ 
after  specially  provided  for)  shall  be  nsnad  »[«r; 
seaman  in  the  presence  of  a  shippiof  o>JBA|*'^ 
seoondly.  when  the  erew  is  first  engaced,  tD«  >^ 
mentshall  be  signed  in  dnplioate,  andoBeptfi"^*^ 
be  retained  by  the  shipping  eommunioner.  wa  »* 
other  part  shaU  oontam  a  special  P^^»^^^^^ 
the  desoription  and  sifnatnres  of  PM«<^°*?5  kS 
subsequently  to  the  first  departare  of  thejAip.  h» 
shallbe  delivered  to  the  master:  thudlj.  «^^ 
acreement  entered  into  before  a  shippiof  f^""T: 
stoner  shall  be  aoknowledged  and  certified  ^fj^ 
hand  andofiicialeealof  sneheommisuoner.aodA^' 

be  indorsed  on  or  annexed  to  snob  aff««a«°S^ 
suoh  oertifloato  of  acknowledgment  ihall  bt  la  <« 
and  manner  following,  to  wit: 


State  of- 
"On  tbU 


-^.county  ol  :      „    .„«.»rti 

-  day  of .  R«»«BaIl/  »Pr'»y, 

before  me,  a  shipping  eomminioner  »  ana i«r i 
said  county.  A  b"  C  D.  aad  B  F.  eeveiaUj  Ia>o«  " 
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me  to  be  the  aeme  pemonB  who  ezeeated  the  fore- 
goiD9  tn8tmmeiit.who  each  for  hiniBelf  aeknowledged 
to  me  that  be  had  read  or  had  heard  read  the  same; 
that  be  was  by  me  made  aequainted  with  the  oondi- 
tiooi  thereof  and  onderstood  the  same:  and  that  he 
signed  it  freely  and  yoluntarily,  for  the  nses  and 
purposes  therein  mentioned." 

Mr.  WOOD.  When  this  bill  was  before 
under  consideration,  two  weeks  ago,  it  was 
very  much  at  mj  instance,  I  think,  that 
farther  action  upon  it  was  postponed.  I  then 
stated  that  I  desired  an  opportunity  to  exam- 
ine a  bill  so  exceedingly  important,  and  since 
that  time  I  have  taken  occasion  to  do  so.  I 
now  propose  to  speak  to  this  bill  in  general 
and  in  detail,  and  to  occupy  some  small  por- 
tion of  time  at  least,  certainly  not  an  hour, 
probably  not  a  half  an  hour,  in  stating  very 
generally  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  objections 
to  it,  and  in  presenting  a  remonstrance  against 
it  from  three  fourths  of  the  ship-owners  and 
xnercliants  of  New  York. 

Mr.  CONGER.  While  this  bill  is  being 
read  by  sections,  is  discussion  in  order  except 
npon  amendments? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  under  the 
impression  that  discussion  upon  it  has  not 
been  limited  to  the  five-minutes  debate  upon 
amendments. 

Mr.  WOOD.  If  the  Chair  will  permit,  I 
will  read  from  the  daily  Globe  of  March  22, 
containing  the  report  of  the  debates  and  pro- 
ceedings of  Marcn  21,  an  extract  which  will 
show  that  no  limit  was  prescribed  to  debate 
upon  this  bill : 

*'  The  Spbakib.  The  Chair  will  again  snhmit  the 
proposition :  that  the  pending  bill  be  made  a  spe- 
eial  order  for  this  day  two  weeks,  at  half  past  one 
o'clock,  to  the  exolnsion  of  all  other  orders,  and 
that  at  half  past  four  o'clock  the  previous  question 
afaall  be  considered  as  operating.  The  bill  will  be 
taken  up  in  the  same  position  as  it  is  now.  Yester* 
day  it  was  being  read  by  sections  for  amendments, 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  understand- 
ing will  be  that  when  resnmect  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  be  proceeded  with  in  the  same  way. 

"Mr.  Wood.  Does  that  limit  the  time  allowed 
each  member  for  debate? 

**  The  Spbaksb.  It  does  not.  Some  arrangement 
may  be  made,  if  the  House  chooses,  as  to  the  length 
of  the  speeches. 

"Mr.  OARFiiLn.  of  Ohio.  I  suggest  that  the 
speeches  be  limited  to  Ave  minntes. 

"Mr.  Wood.    I  shaU  ofaject  to  that" 

There  was  no  further  proceedings  upon  the 
subject  of  debate  upon  this  bill. 

Mr.  CONQBR.  While  I  wish  to  g;iye,  and 
will  give  even  to  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  a 
large  portion  of  the  time  for  debate,  both  now 
and  after  the  previous  question  shall  have  been 
ordered,  I  will  now  ask  for  an  order  of  the 
House  that  the  consideration  of  this  bill  by 
sections  shall  be  under  the  five  minutes  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  could  not  be  done, 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wood] 
holding  the  floor  under  previous  arrangement. 

Mr.  CON  GER.  I  do  not  know  that  the  gen- 
tleman has  the  floor  under  previous  arrange- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  was  recognized  upon  the  bill  as  it  now 
stands.  The  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr. 
Conger]  can  have  the  five  minutes  role  ap* 
plied  to  this  bill  only  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  CONQER.  As  will  be  seen  by  refer- 
ence to  the  Globe«  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Wood  J  was  recognized  to  put  an 
inquiry  to  the  Speaker  in  reference  to  the 
arrangement  which  I  mjrself  proposed,  to  have 
this  bill  made  the  special  order  for  to- day  at 
half  past  one  o'clock.  I  proposed  the  arrange- 
ment  which  was  made. 

The  SPEAKER.  Precisely;  but  the  i^n- 
tleman  did  not  make  any  proposition  to  limit 
debate  to  five  minutes. 

Mr.  CONGER.  But  we  were  then  proceed- 
ing under  the  five  minutes  rale,  and  had  reached 
the  thirteenth  section. 

The  SPEAKER.  Was  there  a  specific 
arrangemfcnt  of  that  kmd? 

^Ir.  CONGER.  I  do  not  know  that  any 
such  proposition  had  been  specifically  agreed 
to,  but  it  was  generally  understood. 

Mr.  WOOD.  The  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan [Mr.  Conoeb]  made  no  such  proposition. 


Mr.  CONGER.  No  ;  because  we  were 
already  considering  the  bill  by  sections. 

Mr.  HALE.  As  the  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan, [Mr.  Conobr]  has  just  stated,  we  were 
proceeding  with  the  consideration  of  this  bill 
under  the  five  minutes  rule,  and  I  was  myself 
waiting  until  the  reading  of  the  twelfth  section 
had  been  completed,  in  order  to  move  an 
amendment  to  it,  and  I  was  rising  to  take  the 
floor,  if  I  could  get  it,  at  that  time. 

Mr.  CONGER.    That  is  my  understanding. 

Mr.  WOOD.  For  the  purpose  of  being 
accurate  on  this  subject,  I  have  closely  ex- 
amined the  record  oi  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  as  recorded  in  the  Globe  on  the  two 
previous  occasions  when  this  bill  was  under 
consideration.  While  it  was  understood  that 
there  was  no  objection  to  reading  and  consid- 
ering the  bill  by  sections,  nothing  was  said  or 
determined  in  regard  to  the  limitation  of  de- 
bate. The  only  time  that  question  arose  was 
upon  the  proposition  to  fix  the  time  for  mak- 
ing this  bill  a  special  order.  {  then  asked 
if  the  proposition  would  limit  the  debate  to 
five  minutes,  and  the  Speaker  said  it  would 
not ;  and  that  was  all  that  was  said  upon  the 
subject  at  that  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  direct  the 
Clerk  to  read  the  order  under  which  this  bill 
is  taken  up  to-day.  The  Clerk  informs  the 
Chair  that  the  Calendar  is.  a  precise  copy  of 
the  Journal  as  regards  this  matter ;  and  the 
Clerk  will  read  from  the  Calendar.       * 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

**  A  bill  (H.  R.  2M4)  to  authorise  the  appointment  of 
shippinsr  commissioners  by  the  several  courts  of  the 
United  States,  to  superintend  the  shipping  and  dis- 
charf  e  of  seamen  entased  in  merchant  ships  belong- 
inff  to  the  United  States,  and  for  the  farther  protec- 
tion of  seamen.  March  21.  The  farther  consideration 
postponed  until  April  4,  next.  Special  order  for  that 
day  after  half  past  one  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  other  orders,  and  that  the  main  question 
shall  be  considered  es  ordered  at  the  hour  of  half 
past  fonr  o'clock  p.  m." 

Mr.  CONGER.  Now,  I  submit  that  what- 
ever order  we  were  acting  under  then,  in  regard 
to  the  limitation  of  time,  is  the  order  now, 
there  having  been  no  change. 

The  SPEAKER.  But  it  appears  by  the 
Globe,  from  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Wood]  has  read,  that  an  inquiry 
on  this  point  was  addressed  to  the  Chair  in  the 
hearing  of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
CoHOEii,J  and  the  Chair  said  the  arrangement 
did  not  limit  the  time.  And  there  is  no  record 
on  the  Journal  of  any  limitation  as  to  the  time. 
The  Chair  apprehends,  however,  that  at  the 
conclusion  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  there  will  be  no  objection  to 
limiting  further  debate  in  accordance  with  the 
five- minute  rule. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask,  then,  that  after  one 
half  hour — for  I  believe  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  has  said  that  he  does  not  wish  to 
occupy  any  longer  time  than  that 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  should  have  been  half 
through  by  this  time  if  the  gentleman  had 
permitted  me  to  preceed. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  that  after  half  an 
hour  the  bill  be  proceeded  with  by  sections 
under  the  (ve-rainute  rule. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Michigan  understands  the  gentleman  from 
New  lork  as  desiring  to  occupy  only  half  an 
hour. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  do  not  desire  to  be  limited. 
I  shall  take  as  little  time  as  possible. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Michigan  asks  that  after  the  conclusion  of  the 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
the  bill  may  be  proceeded  with  under  the  five 
minutes  rule.  To  this  the  Chair  hears  no 
objection ;  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  a  very 
high  respect  for  the  motives  of  some  gentle- 
men who  have  originated  this  measure.  1 
always  respect  men  who  sincerely  desire  to 
ameliorate  the  condition  of  any  class  of  man- 
kind. But  in  my  experience  in  life  I  have 
found  that  men  of  a  philanthropic  spirit,  ^hose 


sensibilities  are  keenly  excited  by  the  suffer* 
ings  or  the  needs  of  their  fellows,  are  not  always 
the  most  practical,  the  most  rational,  or  the 
safest  guides  to  be  followed  in  matters  of  legis- 
lation. 

Now,  sir,  the  chief  ground  upon  which  this 
bill  has  been  presented  to  the  House,  and 
upon  which  I  believe  its  passage  is  mainly 
advocated,  is  that  it  is  to  do  away  with  the 
abuses  which  to  a  certain  extent  we  all  admit 
to  exist  with  reference  to  the  poor  sailors.  It 
is  said — and  there  is  great  truth  in  the  state- 
ment— that  the  sailors  now  have  none  to  care 
for  them ;  that  they  pursue  lives  of  toll,  of 
trial,  and  of  danger,  for  a  compensation  which 
is  almost  nothing;  and  that  their  feet  no 
sooner  touch  the  soil  than  they  become  the 
victims  of  those  who  stand  ready  to  prey  upon 
them ;  who  take  from  them  fraudulently  and 
sometimes  violently  their  hard  earnings,  and 
then  destroy,  as  far  as  possil^le,  their  moral, 
mental,  and  physical  powers,  in  order  to  hold 
absolute  control  over  them  until  they  again 
ship  to  go  upon  the  perilous  deep.  Anything, 
Mr.  Speaker,  which  will  do  away  with  these 
great  abuses ;  any  measure  which  will  protect 
the  sailor  from  these  exactions,  these  imposi- 
tions, these  cruel  outrages  which  are  contin- 
ually perpetrated  upon  him,  will  meet  my 
hearty  support.  I  will  go  as  f^r  as  any  other 
gentleman  in  this  House  to  secure  the  passage 
of  such  a  measure. 

And  when  this  bill  was  presented,  with  that 
object  and  that  title,  I  was  disposed  to  favor 
it,  but  I  desired  an  opportunity  first  to  ex- 
amine its  details,  and  to  see  the  machinery 
which  was  to  be  constructed  under  an  act 
containing  nearly  seventy  long  sections,  that 
proposed  to  organise  an  entire  new  official 
department  of  the  Government  I  was  desir- 
ous of  looking  into  the  modus  operandi  by 
which  this  great  act  of  philanthropy  was  to 
be  carried  out. 

Now,  sir,  I  have  examined  this  bill.  I  have 
examined  it  with  a  practical  eye.  The  better 
part  of  my  life  was  passed  as  a  ship- owner 
and  a  shipping  merchant  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  I  have  some  practical  acquaintance 
with  this  whole  question,  and  while  earnestly 
desirous  of  protecting  the  seaman,  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  passing  a  law  impracticable  of 
execution,  and  which  is  really  in  the  interest 
of  those  who  are  hostile  to  the  seaman,  and 
which,  in  my  judgment,  would  impose  unjust 
and  improper  burdens  npon  the  ship  owners 
and  shipping  merchants  of  this  country. 

It  has  Deen  stated  tliat  this  bill  comes  here 
indorsed  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  we  have  laid  ou  our 
tables  this  morning  a  circular  which  comes 
from  a  philanthropic  association,  the  Seamen's 
Friend  Society  of  $ew  York,  in  favor  of  its  adop- 
tion. I  have  no  doubt  that  its  representations 
as  far  as  they  go  are  worthy  of  some  considera- 
tion, but  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  we  have 
no  representation  from  the  great  body  of  ship- 
owners and  shipping  merchants  who  are  i)re- 
sumed  to  know  something  about  such  affairs. 
I  have  received  this  morning  a  remonstrance 
against  this  bill  from  every  three  out  of  every 
four  of  the  Atlantic  European  ship-owners  of 
New  York  who  are  engaged  in  this  commerce, 
including  the  names  of  Grinnell,  Minturn  t 
Companv,  William  Whitlocki  jr.,  Charles  H. 
Marsnall  &  Company,  and  others,  whose 
names  will  be  published  with  the  memorial, 
the  most  important  American  ship-owners.  I 
ask  that  the  memorial  be  read  as  a  part  of  my 
remarks. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Tb  the  honorahU  the  Houte  of  RepreeetUativee  in  C(>a- 

ifreM  aseembled  .* 

The  undersigned,  ship-owners,  ship-masters,  and 
others  interested  in  shippini ,  do  most  respectfaUy 
remonstrate  sueainst  the  passage  of  a  bill  now  before 
your  honorable  body,  styled  *'An  act  oreatiug  a 
board  of  shipping  commissioners  for  the  morohant 
marine,"  oonsiderinff  tbe  same  to  be  a  dirooi  inter- 
ference in  the  private  rights  of  employer  and  em- 
ploy6,  and  an  additional  oneroos  tax  upon  tbe  al- 
ready overburdeaed  tonnage  of  the  country,  besidee 
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oreating  a  horde  of  needless  officeholders  oyer  our 
vast  sea-board. 

They  also  represent  that  by  the  terms  of  the  pro- 
posed bill  all  Vecsels  of  the  burden  of  seventy-five 
tons  and  upward,  and  boand  to  foreUn  ports,  or 
to  ports  on  the  Pacific  coast,  are  required  to  ship 
their  crews  and  pay  them  off  before  the  shipping 
commissioners,  wJiioh  woald  em  brace  our  West  India 
shipping,  and  bouth  American  mail  steamers,  besides 
numerous  sailing  vessels,  the  captains  of  which  ship 
their  own  crews  on  board,  and  pay  them  off  at  the 
expiration  of  the  voyage,  while  on  board  of  the 
steamers  it  is  done  by  the  parsers.  The  bill  also 
converts  the  shipping  commissioners'  office  into  a 
legal  tribunal,  conferring  upon  the  commissioners 
Judicial  powers  never  before  heard  of  in  the  history 
of  our  country. 

They  also  represent  that  the  said  bill  is  a  counter- 
part of  the  present  shipping  act  of  Qreat  Britain, 
which,  although  it  mny  be  enforced  as  a  monarchical 
law  for  British  vessels,  would  fail  in  its  objects  here 
as  a  republican  measure  for  American  vessels;  that 
It  would  be  a  fertile  source  of  embarrassment  and 
delay  in  the  dispatehinar  of  vessels,  without  affording 
the  relief  to  seamen  which  it  is  alleged  its  provis- 
ions would  accomplish,  and  it  would  also  give  rise  to 
mutinous  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  crew,  which 
would  lead  to  all  l^inds  of  expensive  and  vexatious 
suits  at  law. 

They  also  represent  that  the  Congress  of  these 
United  States  has,  since  the  organization  of  the 
Qovernment.  passed  good  and  wholesome  laws  for 
the  government  and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the 
merchant  service,  many  of  which  would  be  rendered 
nugatory  and  void  by  Uie  passage  of  the  bill  referred 
to,  and  by  which  laws,  if  any  wrong  is  done  to  sea- 

fen,  either  at  sea  or  on  shore,  our  local.  State,  and 
ederal  courts  are  required  to  afford  them  the 
amplest  relief,  consistent  with  principles  of  equity 
And  justice.  The  undersigned  believe  that  with  the 
United  States  laws  already  in  existence,  regulating 
the  merchant  marine,  a  simple  enactment,  fixing 
the  fees  for  shipping  to  be  paid  by  the  owners,  and 
making  it  a  penal  offense  for  any  person  to  charge 
«  seaman  for  shipping,  would  cover  the  whole 
ground  of  this  obnoxious  bill. 

C.  H.  MARSHALL  &  CO.,  38  Burlinff  Slip. 
W.  NKLSON.  Jr.,  24  Old  SHp, 
THOMAS  DUNHAM'S  NEPHEW  &  CO.. 
_  68  South  HreeL 

BRETT.  SON  A  CO.,  43  South  »treet. 
SNOW  &  BURGESS.  66  South  street. 
BOYD  &  HINCKKN,  3  William  street. 
GBINNELL,  MINTURN  &  CO.. 

78  South  street. 
TAPSCOTT,  BROS.  &  CO.,  86  SotUh  street. 
E.  £.  MORGAN'S  SONS.  10  South  street. 
R.  W.  CAMERON  &  CO., 

23  South  William  street. 
PUNCH,  EDYE  A  CO.,  27  South  William  street. 
PETER  I.  NBVIUS  &  SONS.  11  South  street 
U.  D.  &  J.  U.  BROCKMAN,  37.%>itfA«lreet. 
JAMES  E.  WARD  &  CO..  113  Wall  street. 
C.  COMSTOCK  &  CO..  106  Wall  street. 
CHARLES  L.  WRIGHT  &  CO.. 

_ .  56  South  street, 

J.  B.  PHILLIPS  A  SONS.  56  South  street. 
SUTTON  k  CO..  117  Wall  street. 
GEO.  HOWES  A  CO..  117  Wall  street. 
FRANCIS  SPIES  A  CO..  66  South  street. 
CYRUS  E.  S-IAPLES  A  GO.,  m  South  street, 
I.  B.  GAGER.  67  South  street. 
W.  T.  FROST.  68  South  street. 
S.  L.  MERCHANT  A  CO..  16  South  street, 
J.  F.  WHl  INEY  A  CO..  16\  Broadway, 
HAND  A  SWAN,  77  Soxuh  ntr^tt. 
PRAY  A  DlCKmS  107  South  street. 
BENTLEVr,  MILLER  A  CO.,  ^  South  street. 
FRANCIS  MOTX\S,  Si  South  street. 
JAMES  DOUGLASS.  83  South  street. 
VERNON  H.  BROWN  A  CO.,  66  South  street, 
SlxMPSON.  CLAPP  A  CO..  118  Wall  street. 
TUPPER  A  BEATTIE.  114  Wall  street. 
RACKETT  A  BROTHER.  114  Wall  street, 
YATES  A  PORTERFIELD.  116  WaU street, 
JOHN  CHRYSTAL,  43  South  street, 
JAMES  REED,  hark  A.  Norris 
S.  C    LOUD  A  CO.,  109  Wall  street. 
SMITH  A  CHASE.  52  ^owA«(re«(. 
H.  W.  JACKSON,  40  South  street, 
J.  ATKINS  A  CO.,  21^  South  street. 

A.  G.  HIGGINS.  38  South  street. 
EVANS.  BALL  A  CO..  36  South  street. 
STURGES  A  CO..  31  South  street, 

B.  J.  WENBERG,  31  Old  Slip. 
WAYDELL  A  CO.,  21  OW  SUp. 
PEABODY.  WILLIS  A  CO.,  m  Front  street, 
HICKS  A  BELL.  68  South  street. 

VAN  BRUNT  A  BRO.,  78  South  street, 
SALTER  A  LIVERMORE, 

114  and  115  South  street, 
THOMPSON  A  HUNTER,  50  South  street, 
WM.  WHITLOCK.  Jr.,  46  S<iuth  street. 

Sww  York,  April  2, 1872. 

Mr.  WOOD.  That  is  signed  by  every  lead- 
ing ship-owner — the  men  who  are  recognized, 
not  only  in  this  country,  but  in  Europe,  to  be 
the  leading  American  houses  engaged  in  the 
foreign  commercti  of  this  country.  I  hnve 
already  mentioned  the  names  of  Grinnell,  Min* 
tarn  A  Co.,  of  Charles  U.  Marshall  A  Co.,  of 
Sutton  k  Co.,  of  F.  Scott  A  Co. ,  and  of  William 
Whitlock,  jr.,  who  established  the  original  line 
of  steamships  to  Havre,  which  he  has  main- 


tained for  thirty  years.  These  are  the  chief 
merchants  and  ship-owners  of  New  York — 
men  who  have  no  interest  in  this  matter,  aside 
from  the  advancement  of  the  commerce  of  the 
country  and  the  interest  of  the  nation..  These 
men  have  thus  remonstrated  against  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill. 

1  will  now  send  to  the  desk,  to  be  read,  a 
letter  received  from  a  retired  ship-owner,  who 
at  one  time  owned  more  tonnage  than  any  other 
merchant  of  New  York. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Nkw  York.  March  24, 1872. 

My  Diar  Sir:  Since  I  wrote  yon  I  have  care- 
fully examioed  the  bill,  and  while  believing  that 
many  ot  its  provisions  are  good,  I  thiak  that  there 
is  so  much  machinery  about  it  as  to  render  it  impos- 
sible to  oarry  out  the  objects  for  which  it  is  intended. 
I  am  told  that  it  is  a  transcript,  almost  word  i'or 
word,  from  the  shippiog  act  of  Great  Britain,  and 
this  would  seem  to  bo  ttie  fact,  as  the  British  ship- 
ping articles  now  used  by  her  Majesty's  Government 
(one  of  which  I  send  you)  I  have  compared  with  a 
section  in  the  bill,  and  find  it  copied  therefrom  ver- 
batim, as  you  will  see  yourself.  It  is  undeniable 
that  seamen  require  more  protection  on  ship-board 
and  when  in  foreign  countries.  For  instance,  the 
wages  of  seamen  in  nearly  all  ports  of  the  United 
States  rule  as  high  as  from  thirty  to  forty  dolUrs  per 
month,  while  in  the  ports  of  the  Doited  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  they  very  rarely  exceed  £2  10«.,  or 
812  50  United  States  currency.  There  is  always  a 
motive,  therefore,  to  get  rid  of  American  seamen 
abroad,  because  those  who  ship  in  their  places  can 
be  had  at  the  rates  stated.  At  ports  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  also,  the  wa^es  rarely,  if  ever,  exceed  fif- 
teen dollars  per  month  in  United  States  currency, and 
consequently  there  is  too  much  of  a  disposition  on 
the  part  of  ship-owners  and  ship-masters  to  get  rid 
of  American  seamen.  Our  consuls  will  always  wink 
at  "desertions,"  as  they  are  termed,  so  long  as  they 
receive  a  compensation  for  shipping  men  in  place 
of  deserters.  They  should  be  held  to  a  more  strict 
account  ability,  and  should  not  be  permitted  to  re- 
ceive any  fee  whatever  for  shipping  seamen. 

In  addition  to  which,  I  think  that  an  act  should 
be  passed  requiring  all  American  ships  leaving  any 
port  in  Europe  bound  to  the  United  States,  say 
from  the  IsC  of  November  to  the  1st  of  April,  to  have 
on  board  a  *'  slop-chest,"  or  else  requiring  the  master 
to  see  that  every  seaman  is  supplied  with  good  and 
suffioient  clothing  to  enable  him  to  withstand  the 
exposure  to  which  he  is  subjected  while  crossing  the 
western  ocean  during  the  period  named ;  for,  us  is 
now  the  case,  seameu  are  taken  on  board  iu  Euro- 
pean ports  destitute  of  clothing,  and  consequently 
have  nothing  to  protect  them  from  the  weather. 
They  become  benumbed  with  cold  while  on  theyards, 
are  unable  to  hold  on,  and  drop  iuto  the  sea  ana 
perish.  There  is  scarcely  a  ship  that  arrives  during 
the  months  of  December,  January,  February,  and 
March,  but  loses  more  or  less  men  Irom  the  causes 
stated.  Sbips  should  also  be  required  during  the 
period  named  to  have  stoves  in  their  forecastles  where 
the  worn-out  sailor  could  recuperate  bis  exhausted 
physical  ]>owen  after  a  long,  cold  watch.  And  (o 
give  additional  protection  to  our  seameu  when  ship- 
ping in  ports  in  the  United  States,  the  master  or  com- 
manding ofiioer  of  every  vessel  should  be  required 
to  muster  all  his  crew  before  sailing,  and  ask  each 
seaman  in  the  presence  of  witnesses  whether  he  had 
voluntarily  signed  the  shipping  articles  and  received 
his  advanced  wages  as  charged  thereon :  and  also, 
it  should  be  made  a  penal  offense  for  any  person  to 
take  or  receive  any  additional  oompeusation  for 
shipping  or  discharging  seamen  other  than  that  paid 
by  the  merchants  or  owners;  and  tbe  fees  should  be 
regulated  bylaw  also.  It  should  further  bo  declared 
a  misdemeanor  for  the  commanders  of  vessels  or  any 
other  person  to  put  or  receive  on  board  a  sailor  while 
intoxicated. 

Congress  has  at  various  times  since  the  formation 
of  our  Government  passed  laws  lor  the  better  pro- 
tection of  seameu  in  tbe  merchant  service.  And  it 
would  seem  to  have  almost  exhausted  iis  ingenuity 
in  devising  measures  tor  their  relief,  us  yuu  will 
perceive  by  the  accompanying  American  shipping 
article,  to  which  I  beg  leave  lo  cull  your  attention, 
and  by  which  you  will  observe  how  cajolully  Oon- 
gresA  has  thrown  around  the  sailor  safeguards  for 
his  protection  at  home  and  abroad. 
,  Now,  if  a  law  is  passed  by  Congress  on  this  sub- 
ject, It  should  ombrace  the  proporiitions  I  have 
given  you,  and  should  be  original  in  its  cburaoter, 
and  not  copied  Irom  a  Britisli  enactment,  which 
cannot  be  successfully  carried  out  in  this  country, 
and  is  entirely  uusuited  for  tbe  requirements  of  the 
American  mercantile  marine. 

I  noticed  a  short  time  since,  in  reading  over  the 
proceedings  of  tbe  House  of  Commons,  that  one  of 
its  members  signified  his  intention  of  moving  for  the 
repeal    of  the   shipping  act.    Many    ship-masters 
with  whom  I  have  conversed  have  pronounced  tbe 
law  in  Kogland  a  failure  so  far  as  the  shipping  of 
seamen  is  concerned.     Why,  then,  should  a  British 
law  bo  ingralted  on  the  Liws  of  the  UniteU  2>tates 
when  it  is  about  being  abandoned  by  the  govern- 
ment in  which  it  originated,  and  we  by  an  act  of 
our  own  Representatives  be  forced  to  accept  the  cast-  , 
off  garments  of  our  neutral   friend,  the  insatiable  ' 
John  Bull? 

Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  have  given  yon  my 
private  views  upon  this  subieet.  for  your  own  guid- 
anoe.  and  not  for  publioation.   1  would  farther  add 


that  if  any  wrong  is  done  to  teaoien  at  aoy  plaec  ii 
the  United  States,  that  the  courts  are  alwaj/s  upea  \a 
him  for  redress,  which  he  is  always  sure  lo  r^ctire, 
almost  in  preference  to  any  other  class  of  citiioii- 
as,  from  his  naturally  reckless  and  improTideotcliar' 
acter.  he  ever  is  sure  to  awrken  and  enlist  meiVB- 
pathies  of  our  people  in  his  behalf. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  and  respectfallj.  jonr 
obedient  servant,  — ^ — ^ 

Hon.  Fbrnando  Wood. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  now  desire  to  state  some- 
what fiuccincily  the  objections  to  which,  to  mj 
mind,  the  bill  is  opeaon  its  face,  and  then  to 
state  the  remedies  necessary  to  relieve  ocr 
sailors  &om  the  difficulties  from  which  we  are 
desirous  to  relieve  them. 

The  bill,  in  the  first  place,  proposes  to  ip- 

Foint  an  indefinite  number  of  commissioDer>. 
t  creates  an  indefinite  number  of  offici&i<, 
who,  while  they  are  paid  out  of  tbe  poblle 
Treasury,  are  permitted  to  receive  eDormofis 
fees,  which  come  out  of  tlie  pockets  of  tie 
shipowner  partly,  but  which  mostly,  and  ia 
fact,  come  out  of  the  pockets  of  the  s&iior 
himself.  I  object  to  the  creation  of  so  minj 
officers,  to  begin  with. 

Secondly,  I  object  to  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ment of  these  officers.  Tbe  bill  proposes  lu 
giv*e  to  certain  courts  of  the  United  Si&iesi!:; 
power  to  appoint  one  or  more  cotnmissioapn 
Now,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  judicial  officers 
are  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  execaiiTe 
duties.  I  do  not  believe,  however  puresid 
however  able  a  judge  may  be  in  tbe  aiscbar:i 
of  his  official  duties,  that  he  is  tbe  best  quali- 
fied officer  to  select  men  to  dischargt^  dmi^ 
outside  both  of  his  profes.sion  and  ot  hlsjS 
cial  position.  So  far  as  the  city  of  NevYork 
is  concerned,  this  has  proved  a  failure. 

Under  an  existing  act  of  Congress  theda^ 
was  imposed  on  our  circuit  court  judge  of 
selecting  supervisors  and  inspectors  of  elec- 
tions. And  although  the  incumbent  of  thit 
office,  Judge  Woodruff,  is  as  pure  a  man  and, 
(  may  add,  as  able  a  judge  as  sits  upon  tbe 
bench  ;  although  in  his  capacity  as  a  judgeand 
as  a  jurist  no  man  questions  either  his  abilKf 
or  his  integrity,  yet  in  the  discharge  of  tbe 
duty  imposed  on  him  by  act  of  CoDgress  to 
select  supervisors  and  itispectors  of  electica 
he  made  a  most  shameful  and  lam«^ntable  &i> 
ure.  Without  knowing  the  iudividasls  him- 
self, he  relied  on  others  to  tell  him  whom  to 
appoint;  and  he  appointed  for  that  duty  oeo 
who  had  been  in  the  State  prison,  andgrada- 
ates  not  only  from  the  State  prison,  hot  fron 
the  very  worst  establishments  in  tbe  porlieoi 
of  the  city  of  New  York — men  who  hsd  w 
reputation  and  no  character  and  no  motiis 
and  no  standing.  Such  were  the  mee  vboQ 
this  judge,  iu  the  discharge  of  the  datjia* 
posed  on  him,  innocently  appointed  asBQpe^ 
visors  and  inspectors  of  elections. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  apprehensive  tbat 
were  we  to  impose  this  great  and  respons-btt 
duty  upon  him  again,  of  appointing  these coro- 
misttioners  to  sit  in  judgment  over  all  tbe  rela- 
tions between  the  ship  and  the  sailor,  be<t6«fi 
the  owner  and  the  occupant,  who  would  hod 
the  absolute  coutrol  of  the  destiny  of  every 
vessel  that  left  the  port  of  New  York  under 
the  American  flag,  I  am  apprehensive,  i^^ 
that  he  may  bo  subject  to  the  same  ioiiaeDCi^ 
and  again  do  that  which  would  not  certAinij 
increase  his  reputation.  Therefore,  sir,  i  ^^ 
opposed  to  this  mode  of  appointment  of  ihe^ 
commissioners. 

Thirdly,  sir,  I  am  opposed  to  the  P**' 
power  which  it  is  proposed  to  give  ^^^^ 
riiey  are  to  be  judicial  officers.  The/ are  w 
receive  enormous  fees.  No  vessel  cang^^ll* 
crew  except  its  master  goes  to  the  eomffliS" 
sioner  to  procure  them.  The  comniissiowf 
would  thus  be  clothed  witb  great  po»t^<^ 
power.  Every  sailors'  boardmg-house  an« 
every  establishment  for  sailors  in  every  sea- 
port in  the  United  States  wouid  be  at  iw 
beck  and  call  and  dependent  eniireiv  up<jj 
these  shipping  commissioners,  who  ^^ 
have  absolute  control  over  their  private  aflw" 
and  bttsinesa. 
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Then,  sir,  no  master  can  pay  off  his  crew 
on  the  arrival  of  a  ship  in  port  without  the 
presence  of  a  commissioner.  He  has  no  right 
to  discharge  a  sailor  under  this  bill  until  he 
goes  to  the  commissioner  and  does  it  in  his 
presence,  and  if  any  disputa  arises  between  a 
sailor  and  the  master,  or  between  a  sailor  and 
the  owner,  if  there  is  a  loss  of  cargo,  if  there 
is  damage  to  the  cargo,  if  a  sailor  steals  a  por- 
tion of  the  cai^o  of  the  ship,  and  an  attempt  is 
made  to  take  it  from  his  wages,  or  if  a  sailor 
is  intoxicated  and  neglects  his  duty — ^any  qnes* 
tlon  of  that  kind  which  the  coorts  are  now  in 
the  habit  of  disposing  of  is  to  be  disposed  of 
under  this  bill  by  the  commissioner.  And 
that  is  not  the  worst  of  it.  The  commissioner 
is  to  receive  fees  for  these  proceedings,  and 
thus  he  sits  in  judgment  over  the  interests  of 
all  the  people  employed  on  ships,  as  well  as 
on  the  interests  of  the  owners  of  the  cargo 
and  the  owners  of  the  vessel. 

I  have  still  other  objections  to  this  bill.  It 
proposes  to  give  ibe  commissioner  certain  fees. 
&e  is  to  get  two  dollars  for  every  man  he  fur- 
nishes, and  he  is  to  get  a  fee  when  the  men  are 
paid  off,  which  the  men  are  to  pay.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  fifty  thousand  sailors  leave  the  port 
of  New  York  annually ;  and  with  aggregate  fees 
of  two  dollars  and  a  half  to  each  man  you  will 
find  that  there  would  be  $125,000  a  year  as  the 
income  of  the  commissioner  for  that  city. 

N  or  is  this  all.  These  great  powers  and  duties 
irnposed.  by  this  act  upon  the  commissioner  he 
has  power  lo  delegate  ;  he  can  go  to  Europe : 
he  can  go  anywhere  he  pleases.  He  can  ho  la 
the  office  and  get  the  emoluments  as  a  sine- 
cure. The  bill  says  he  may  depute  a  clerk  or 
deputy  to  discharge  all  the  duties  which  the 
hill  imposes  upon  him.  Sir,  this  is  another 
grave  objection  to  the  bill. 

Then,  again,  the  bill  is  too  compulsory.  It 
compels  every  vessel  of  seventy -five  tons  to 
come  under  the  operations  of  the  act;  and  I 
call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  from  the  west- 
em  States  to  the  sixty-sixth  section  of  the  bill, 
where  all  the  rules  and  regulations  established 
by  this  act  are  made  applicable  to  all  your 
steamboats,  ^our  river  and  lake  travel,  and 
your  entire  internal  navigation.  Under  the 
sixty-sixth  section  you  are  all  brought  in  under 
the  same  rules  and  regulations,  alihough  the 
powers  may  not  be  exercised  by  a  commis- 
sioner, because  there  are  no  commissioners 
to  be  appointed  where  there  are  no  ports  of 
entry ;  yet  the  same  duties  are  imposed  on  col- 
lectors and  other  officials  that  are  imposed 
npou  the  commissioners  in  reference  to  sailors 
shipped  for  foreign  ports  at  sea- ports  where 
there  are  cnmmii>sioners.  I  call  the  special 
attention  of  gentlemen  of  the  House  whose 
districts  do  not  lie  on  the  sea-board,  either  the 
Atlantic  or  the  Pacific,  to  the  fact  that  by  this 
sixty-sixth  section  they  are  themselves  made 
amenable  to  this  act,  and  will  feel  it  before  two 
years  have  elapsed. 

But^  sir,  there  is  a  very  serious  omission  in 
this  bill.  Gentlemen  tell  us  that  they  are  here 
as  the  friends  of  the  sailor,  and  yet  they  have 
omitted  to  put  any  provision  in  the  act  by 
which  it  is  made  an  offense  to  ship  an  intox- 
icated sailor.  This  is  a  serious  omission.  It 
is  absolutely  indispensable  to  any  act  of  this 
kind  that  there  shall  be  made  a  penal  offense 
for  any  landlord  of  a  sailors'  boarding  house, 
or  any  person  authorized  to  procure  crews,  to 
ship  any  man  in  a  state  of  intoxication. 

Now,  i(  is  very  singular  that  those  persons 
who  are  looking  to  the  condition  of  these  sea- 
men should  have  omitted  that  which,  in  my 
judgment,  lays  at  the  foundation  of  all  the  out- 
rages perpetrated  upon  the  poor  sailors  ;  that 
is,  thai  they  are  made  drunk  for  the  purpose 
of  being  robbed  and  ruined.  And  yet  under 
this  bill  a  crew  can  be  put  on  board  of  a  ves- 
sel, as  I  have  repeatedly  seen  done  in  the  port 
of  New  York,  in  a  beastly  state  of  intoxica 
ticn.  Instances  have  come  to  my  own  knowl- 
edge of  men  being  put  on  board  who  did  not 
know  that  they  had  been  shipped  at  all  until 


they  had  got  outside  of  Sandy  Hook,  and  had 
recovered  from  the  effects  of  the  debauch  in 
which  they  had  been  made  drunk  in  order  that 
they  may  be  shipped  for  the  benefit  of  others. 
And  that,  of  all  things  so  necessary  for  the 
interest  of  the  sailor,  is  omitted  from  this  bill. 

Then  there  is  another  serious  omission,  and 
one  which  the  English  system  also  has.  There 
is  in  this  bill  no  compulsory  provision  by  which 
the  ship-owner  shall  be  compelled  to  supply  a 
ship  coming  upon  this  coast  in  the  wiuter 
months,  the  hardest  and  harshest  coast  to  ap- 
proach during  the  wiuter  months,  with  extra 
clothing.  Scarcely  a  vessel  arrives  off  Sandy 
Hook  during  the  monKhs  of  November,  De- 
cember, January,  or  February  that  a  large 
portion  of  the  crew  is  not  frosted,  and  it  has 
frequently  been  the  case  that  an  English  ves- 
sel has  arrived  on  our  coast  in  the  dead  of 
winter  with  a  crew  almost  altogether  destitute 
of  clothing. 

There  is  also  an  omission  of  a  provision  re- 
quiring that  a  stove  and  the  necessary  fuel  be 
kept  in  the  forecastle,  which  is  the  lodging-room 
of  the  sailor.  The  sailor  now  goes  off  watch 
on  deck  and  turns  in  below  with  his  clothes 
wet,  if  not  frozen  on  his  person,  half  fam- 
ished, without  any  fire,  and  lies  in  his  berth 
insensible,  in  a  few  minutes  perhaps  to  be 
called  upon  deck  again  in  storm  and  cold. 
There  is  no  provision  making  it  compulsory, 
under  heavy  penalties,  upon  the  owners  or 
masters  of  vessels  to  provide  the  necessary 
clothing  for  the  sailor  during  the  winter 
months,  and  also  .the  necessary  fuel  while  he 
is  below  in  the  forecastle. 

Again,  there  is  no  penalty  provided  in  this  act 
fur  the  impositions  of  sailor  boarding-houses. 
They  tell  us  that  they  want  to  protect  the  sail- 
ors from  the  runners,  and  that  is  right.  But 
there  is  nothing  to  protect  the  sailor  from  the 
boarding-house  keepers.  Now  a  ship  arrives 
in  the  port  of  New  York,  and  the  agents  of 
the  boarding-bouses  board  the  ship  almost  as 
soon  as  ths  custom- house  officers;  the  sailor 
is  taken  to  a  sailor  boarding-house,  where  he 
is  made  drunk,  kept  till  his  money  is  gone,  got 
to  sign  papers  in  order  to  get  his  arrearages  of 
pay,  made  to  part  absolutely  with  his  liberty 
of  person,  his  right  of  volition,  made  a  slave 
ana  serf,  so  that  he  may  not  only  be  plundered 
of  his  earnings,  but  kept  as  a  victim  to  be  re- 
sltipped  again,  in  order  to  obtain  his  advance 
of  wages.  There  is  no  provision  in  this  bill  by 
which  sailor  boarding-houses  are  to  be  kept 
under  proper  surveillance  and  proper  rules  and 
regulations. 

There  are  other  objections,  more  in  detail, 
to  which  I  will  refer  when  the  different  pro- 
visions come  under  consideration.  I  will  now 
refer  to  the  apprenticeship  part  of  the  bill, 
which  is  defective  in  not  requiring  the  consent 
of  the  parent  or  guardian. 

Another  great  objection  to  the  bill  is  the 
tax  it  imposes  on  the  sailor  himself.  He  is 
now  taxed  for  hospital  money;  he  is  taxed 
by  the  State;  he  is  taxed  under  this  bill. 
Take  the  case  of  a  sailor  who  makes  five  voy- 
ages a  year  from  the  port  of  New  York  to  the 
West  Indies,  if  you  please,  and  the  aggregate 
annual  tax  imposed  upon  him  would  be  from 
twenty  to  twenty- five  dollars,  a  larger  tax  than 
that  imposed  upon  any  laboring  man  or  work- 
iiigman  of  a  similar  class  in  the  United  Slates. 

In  my  judgment  the  only  amendments  that 
are  required  in  the  existing  laws  upon  this 
subject  are  first  to  define  the  duties  of  persons 
shipping  seamen,  and  fixing  the  fees  to  be 
paid  b^  the  owners  of  the  vessel  only,  for  I 
would  impose  no  t^^x  upon  the  sailor.  It  should 
also  be  made  unlawful  to  ship  a  sailor  while 
intoxicated,  or  for  the  captain  or  command- 
ing officer  of  the  vessel  to  receive  him  while 
in  that-  condition.  I  would  require  the  cap- 
tains of  vessels  to  muster  their  crews  previous 
to  sailing,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  they  had 
regularly  signed  the  shipping  articles,  and  had 
received  their  advance  ol'  wages.  The  prac- 
tical operation  of  the  law  M  it  now  stands  is 


this :  that  in  the  case  of  a  vessel  to  go  to  sea 
at  twelve  o^clock,  about  five  minutes  before* 
twelve,  sometimes  at  half  past  twelve,  when 
the  vessel  is  detained,  the  sailor  is  brought  on 
board  by  the  sailor  boarding-house  keeper  in 
a  state  of  intoxication,  and  the  vessel  at  once 
proceeds  to  sea.  She  is  in  charge  of  the  pilot ; 
she  has  worked  outside  of  Sandy  Hook,  it  being 
hoped  that  by  that  time  the  sailors  will  be  sul* 
ficiently  sobered  to  discharge  their  duty.  I 
would  do  away  with  this  great  abuse ;  and  in 
order  to  remove  it  it  is  necessary  to  incor- 
porate in  the  bill  some  proper  provisions  for 
the  purpose. 

.  I  would  also  abolish  the  fees  now  allowed 
to  our  consuls  abroad  for  shipping  seamen  to 
take  the  places  of  those  who  have  deserted. 
Uoder  existing  laws  our  consuls  receive  fees 
for  shipping  seamen  in  foreign  ports  in  place 
of  those  who  have  deserted.  It  so  happens 
that  it  is  the  interest  of  every  ship- master 
to  get  a  new  crew  abroad  if  he  can.  Our 
sailors  receive  thirty  dollars  a  month.  There 
is  no  foreign  port  where  sailors'  cannot  be 
had  for  fifteen  dollars  a  month.  Hence,  if  a 
ship-master  can  get  rid  of  fifteen  or  twenty 
men  to  whom  he  is  paying  thirty  dollars  a 
month,  and  take  men  in  their  place  at  fifteen 
dollars  a  month,  it  is  his  interest  to  do  so ; 
and  if  the  American  consul  can  obtain  his  fee 
per  man  foi^  shipping  new  sailors,  -it  is  his  in- 
terest to  induce  American  seamen  to  desert. 
There  have  been  repeated  instances,  well  known 
among  the  ship- owners  of  New  York,  where 
the  consuls  and  their  agents  have  induced 
desertions  for  the  purpose  of  obt-aining  the 
emoluments  to  be  derived  from  shipping  new 
sailors.  I  would  prevent  by  legislation  that 
practice. 

Again,  I  would,  as  I  have  already  intimated, 
fix  the  responsibility  and  the  accountability  of 
boarding- bouse  keepers.  I  would  do  away 
with  their  impositions,  their  exactions,  their 
false  and  fraudulent  over-charges,  their  cun- 
ning devices,  by  which  they  plunder  the  sailor 
of  every  sixpence  that  he  may  have  on  return- 
iue  from  a  voyage. 

1  would  also  require  that  a  copy  of  the  laws 
relating  to  the  position,  the  doty,  and  the 
responfiibility  of  our  seamen  should  be  fur- 
nished to  every  sailor,  so  that  he  himself 
might  be  informed  as  to  his  legal  rights  and 
obligations.  I  will  say  to  the  credit  of  Amer- 
ican sailors  that  there  is  not  one  in  twenty  of 
them  who  cannot  read ;  and  I  will  say  to  their 
further  credit,  that  we  are  the  only  nation  in 
the  world  whose  sailors  can  as  a  general  thing 
read  and  write.  A  large  number  of  the  sail- 
ors upon  our  vessels  come  from  the  north  of 
£urope.  The  Scandinavian  countries  pro- 
duce some  of  the  finest  sea-faring  men  in  the 
world ;  but  while  they  acquire  the  English 
language  very  readily,  I  have  never  known 
them  to  be  able  to  read  and  write  it.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  class  and  the  English. seamen 
there  are  i'ew  foreign  sailors  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  estimating  the  sea  faring  classes  of 
the  world. 

I  have  thus  staled,  Mr.  Speaker,  pretty 
much  all  that  1  feel  it  necessary  to  say  upon 
the  general  bearings  of  this  bill.  I  desire  to 
be  understood  as  indorsing  many  of  its  pro- 
visions. My  objection,  asl  have  stated,  is  in 
the  first  place  fundamental,  and  applies  to  the 
mode  and  manner  of  appoiniiug  these  com- 
missioners, to  the  extraordinary  powers  pro- 
posed to  be  conferred  upon  them,  to  the  ex- 
pensive and  complicated  machinery  which 
must  be  constructed  to  make  this  bill  oper- 
ative if  it  should  be  passed,  to  the  gross 
exactions  and  impositions  now  put  upon  the 
sailor,  and  to  the  many  serious  and  unfortu- 
nate omissions  in  the  bill  itself  which  I  think 
ought  to  be  remedied. 

Mr.  B  UTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Will  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  allow  me  to  ask 
him  a  single  question  ? 

Mr.  WOOD.     CertAoly. 

Mr.  BU  FLEH,  of  Massachuaetti.    The gen.^ 
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tiemen  objects  to  the  appointment  of  these 
commissioners  by  the  circuit  coarts.  What 
other  mode  woala  he  propose  7 

Mr.  WOOD.  Well,  sir,  I  will  mention  two 
modes  which  I  would  prefer.  In  cities  like 
New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  and  Balti- 
more, which  are  our  largest  shipping  ports, 
in  cities  of  this  character,  where  the  great 
amount  of  our  shipping  business  is  transacted, 
1  would  be  willing  rather  to  trust  the  Chambers 
of  Commerce  with  this  appointing  power.  I 
would  prefer  to  trust  this  power  to  men  of 
this  class,  men  of  character  and  standing 
and  business  capacity,  who  would  be  directly 
responsible  to  the  community  for  the  o£Bcials 
whom  they  might  appoiuL  Ihat  is  one  mode 
which  I  would  prefer  to  the  system  proposed 
in  the  bill.  There  is  another,  and  I  sometimes 
think  I  would  be  inclined  to  giye  it  the  pref- 
erence to  that  which  I  haye  already  stated.  It 
would  be  to  giye  this  power  of  appoiniment  to 
the  Governors  of  the  States.  It  may  be  said 
that  such  a  system  might  be  political ;  but  I 
think  not.  I  believe  that  officers  discharging 
duty  of  this  character  should  be  non-partisan 
in  the  performance  of  the  duty.  One  of  my 
gravest  apprehensions  is  thai  this  whole  bill, 
80  far  as  this  feature  of  it  is  concerned,  is  par- 
tisan, and  is  designed  so  to  be. 

Now,  sir,  I  would  either  have  the  Chambers 
of  Commerce  of  the  cities  1  have  mentioned, 
or  I  would  have  the  Governors  of  the  States, 
which  would  be  the  Governor  of  Maryland, 
the  Governor  of  New  York,  the  Governor  of 
Massachusetts,  and,  if  you  please,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Maine,  which  comprise  all  of  the 
chief  leading  cities  so  far  as  the  Atlantic  sea- 
board is  concerned. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  What 
would  you  say  to  the  boards  of  insurance  7 

Mr.  WOOD.  The  underwriters  are  inter- 
ested in  one  protection  alone.  The  objection 
to  taking  a  board  of  underwriters  is  that  they 
have  a  dollar  and  cent  interest  only  in  the  pro- 
tection of  property.  I  want  more  than  the 
protection  of  property.  I  want  the  protection 
of  the  sailor.  I  want  his  welfare  should  be 
studied  and  taken  care  of  as  well  as  that  of 
the  men  who  invest  their  money. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  stated  as  briefly  as  I 
pussiblv  could  the  objections  of  my  mind  to 
this  bill.  I  think  it  ought  not  to  pass.  I 
should  prefer  it  should  be  recommitted,  in 
order  that  the  bill  might  be  amended  so  as  to 
incorporate  many  omissions,  perhaps  by  acci- 
dent, and  to  strike  out  some  of  its  features 
which  I  think  are  mischievous  if  not  impraoti- 
cable 

Mr!  CONGER.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  I  pro- 
posed at  the  conclusion  of  the  speech  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  that  the  debate  should 
be  limited  to  five  minutes  I  was  not  aware 
that  he  would  go  into  the  general  merits  of  this 
bill,  and  I  now  ask  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  that  I  may  have  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes in  order  to  reply  to  the  objections  which 
he  has  made  against  this  measure. 

TbeSPEAREH.  Is  there  objection  to  allow- 
ing the  gentleman  from  Michigan  fifleen  min- 
utes for  the  purpose  of  replying  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wood.] 

Mr.  CONGER.     I  want  twenty  minutes. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  Mr.  Conger 
was  allowed  twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  few 
brief  remarks  which  I  propose  to  make  now,  so 
as  to  occupy  as  little  as  possible  of  the  time 
given  for  the  reading  of  this  bill  before  the  hour 
of  half  past  four,  when  the  previous  question  is 
to  be  called,  I  shall  review  for  but  a  moment 
the  remarks  and  statements  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wood.  J  And  I  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  this  leading  feature 
of  his  remarks  and  the  leading  spirit  running 
ail  through,  not  only  his  remarks,  but  all  the 
communications  which  he  has  read,  and  that 
is.  the  absolute  necessity  and  the  absolute  duty 
ot  this  Congress  to  pass  a  law  to  protect  the 
interests  of  th*t  large  and  unprotected  class  of 


people  in  the  United  States,  the  seamen.  That 
18  the  leading  feature  of  his  remarks  and  the 
leading  feature  in  the  papers  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  read  to  the  House ;  and  that,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  the  leading  proposition  and  object 
of  this  bill,  subject  to  such  amendments  and 
suggestions  of  amendments  as  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  or  any  other  gentleman  shall 
make  to  the  bill  now  before  the  House.  It  is 
a  bill  which  has  been  carefully  prepared  and 
been  under  consideration  by  ever^  member  of 
the  House  who  has  siven  the  subject  attention 
for  the  last  six  or  eight  months,  for  it  was  intro- 
duced in  the  spring  session  of  this  Congress. 

Now,  if  that  be  the  gentleman's  object,  to 
encourage  the  passage  of  a  law  like  this,  as  he 
says  it  is,  and  as  the  letters  that  be  has  read 
and  the  memorials  and  other  communications 
he  has  read  would  seem  to  indicate,  I  aAk  that 
l^entleman,  with  his  great  ability  and  genius,  to 
join  that  committee  and  other  members  of  the 
House  in  perfecting  this  bill  section  by  section, 
and  not  array  himself  against  that  large  class 
of  unfortunate  victims  of  avarice  who  dwell 
in  his  city  and  in  all  the  large  ports  of  the 
land,  who  go  forth  all  over  the  world  carrying 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 

Now,  the  gentleman  objects  first  to  the  ap- 
pointment of  commissioners  by  the  circuit 
courts  as  the  bill  provides.  Would  he  have 
them  appointed  by  the  President  7  I  venture 
to  say  the  gentleman  would  rise  in  hostility  to 
such  a  bill  more  earnestly  and  jealously  than 
be  ever  rose  in  this  House  to  oppose  such  a 
proposition  as  that,  because  it  would  be  polit- 
ical, and  because  he  always  opposes  political 
appointments  when  bis  party  is  not  in  power. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  as  every  gentleman  from 
New  York  knows,  and  as  every  gentleman  of 
this  House  knows,  is  composed  mostly  of  ship- 
owners, shippers,  importers,  merchants,  and 
leading  business  men  of  the  city  of  New  York 
who  have  to  do  with  those  who  go  down  upon 
the  deep  waters  to  do  the  business  of  com- 
merce ;  and  that  Chamber  of  Commerce  has 
sent  to  the  House  this  memorial,  signed  by  its 
officers,  properly  prepared,  urging  this  House 
to  pass  this  bill.  At  the  proper  time  I  shall 
have  this  memorial  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk ; 
and  I  only  wish  to  say  now  that  it  is  a  memo- 
rial prepared  with  all  formality,  coming  from 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New 
York.  It  was  passed  with  the  sanction  of  all 
its  members. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Will  the  gentleman  permit 
me  just  here  to  state  to  him  that  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  New  York  does  not  contain 
one  tenth  of  the  ship-owners  of  New  York  7 
It  is  made  up  of  lawyers,  bankers,  traders, 
railroad  speculators,  &o. 

Mr.  CONGER.  That  is  a  mere  denial  of 
my  assertion,  which  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  wood]  mi^  make  now  or  here- 
after, at  his  pleasure.  It  is  not  exactly  a  ques- 
tion of  veracity,  but  it  is  a  simple  denial  of 
the  truthfulness  of  my  statement;  and  on  that 
I  propose  to  leave  my  statement  and  that  of 
the  gentleman  also  in  the  care  of  the  House. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions, of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State  of  New 
York: 

2b  the  honorable  the  Senate  and  Botue  of  Jtofireeenta- 
tivee  of  the  United  Statee  in  Oongreee  aeeembled: 

May  it  please  vow  honorable  hodie*  :  The  Chamber 
of  Commerce  of  the  State  of  New  York  respeotfullj 
represeota: 

That  the  bill  now  pending  before  your  honorable 
bodieg,  entitled  "A  bill  to  authorise  the  aopoint- 
ment  of  shippinff  oommiuioners  by  the  Jaaflrea  of 
the  several  oircait  coarts  of  the  United  States,  to 
•uperintend  the  shipping  aod  discharge  of  seamen 
engaged  in  merohaot  ships  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  for  the  protection  of  seamen."  is  calcu- 
lated to  sabserve  the  interests  both  of  seamen  and 
their  employers,  and  they  earnestly  reoaest  that  the 
same  may  be  passed  by  Congress  and  beoome  a  law 
of  the  land. 

GEORGE  OPDYKB.    Vice  President. 
GEORGE  W ILSON.  SeereUxry. 

Nxw  York.  Febrwiryl^  1872. 

The  bill  thus  asked  for  by  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  New  York  is  this  bill|  for  there 


is  no  other  before  the  House.  The  geDtlemia 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Wood]  says  that  )i« 
prefers  that  that  same  Chamber  of  Gomoerce 
should  have  this  appointing  power.  But  that 
Chamber  of  Commerce  thinks  it  better  that  the 
commissioners  should  be  appoioied  b;  the 
courts,  as  this  bill  provides,  that  the  matter  may 
'  be  taken  out  of  our  politics,  and  that  the  jadgea 
of  our  circuit  courts  in  their  judicial  capacity 
may  appoint  these  commissionerSf  who  are  to 
have  cnarge  of  an  interest  so  vast,  a  matter  w 
important,  not  only  to  the  seamen,  but  to  the 
whole  commerce  of  our  coantiy. 

I  also  hold  in  my  hand  a  similar  resola- 
tion  adopted  by  the  Importers'  and  Groeen' 
Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  New  York. 
And  that  body,  I  aay  to  the  gentleman  with- 
out fear  of  contradiction,  embraces  affloog 
its  members  almost  all  the  importers  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  as  1  am  informed  aod  Terilj 
believe.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Importen'  ud 
Grocers'  Board  of  Trade,  held  on  the  Hth 
ultimo,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  Board  of  Trade  of  New  York. 
believing  the  bill  now  before  Gongrwi,  koot o  u 
the  shipping  oommissionere'  bill,  to  be  alike  far 
the  interest  of  seamen  and  their  employers,  sppron 
the  same,  and  hereby  authorise  the  officers  of  the 
board  to  memorialise  Congress  to  the  effect  thttUki 
said  bill  may  be  passed  and  become  a  Uvoftht 

*"***•  WM.  A.  BOOTH,  PrtMiiM. 

WM.  NBILSON.  &erdoT. 

These  are  the  constituents  of  the  gentleaia 
who  proposes  other  means  than  the  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  the  Board  of  Trade  ha?e 
advised  and  devised  to  protect  and  promote 
this  great  interest. 

I  present  also,  Mr.  Speaker,  although  it  m&y 
not  appeal  with  so  much  force  to  tbei^oile- 
man  from  New  York  as  to  other  members  of 
this  House,  the  action  of  the  Americaa  Sea- 
men's Friend  Society,  who  for  a  long  series 
of  years  have  devoted  their  earnest  aod  calo 
attention  to  the  protection  and  ameiioralioa 
of  the  condition  of  the  seamen  throaghoat 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  resolutions  of  this  society: 

Attion  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Amsriean  Seamen' f  fr^ 
Society t  at  a  meetimff  held  in  their  room»,  (80  nw 
street.  New  York,)  March  27.  VfiUim,  JL  Bootk, 
esq.,presidino. 

Resolved,  1.  That  we  are  gratified  to  lean  froa 
the  proceedings  of  GongrMS  that  the  Committee  «b 
Commerce  have  reported  uoanimoasly  in  &vof  ^i 
the  House  bill  No.  120,  entitled  "A  bill  to  ftuthonie 
the  appointment  of  shipping  eommiesioneri  by  Uti 
several  circuit  courts  of  tUe  United  States,  to  raper- 
intend  the  shipping  and  discharge  of  teamen  ca- 
gaged  in  merchant  ships  belonging  to  the  UDited 
8tates,  and  for  the  further  protection  of  «ettffl«o- 

Reeolved,  2.  That  our  oonviotion  as  to  the  imptft- 
ance  of  this  measure  increases  upon  ns  thenorevi 
consider  its  wise  and  beneficent  featares;  aod  iw 
believing  it  to  propose  a  reform  not  only  demaadM 
by  every  sentiment  of  humanity,  bat  rital  t«  w 
welfare  and  good  oharaotor  of  Americas  leaBa 
throughout  the  world,  and  accordingly  efieoiw  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country,  we  would  in  thu*>y 
respectfully  urge  its  enaotment.  and  ask  of  the  o«i|' 
orable  Kepresentatives  of  the  people  to  five  m 
measure  such  personal  attention  and  farorai*!'' 
secure  its  passage  without  unnecessary  delay. 

Resolved,  8.  That  a  copy  of  this  action,  nf  eed  w 
the  president  and  seoretaiT,  be  transmitted  to  eaei 
of  our  Representatives  in  Congress  assefflbied. 

WILLIAM  A.  BOOTi^^ 

SAMUEL  H.  HALL. 

Sir,  I  have  before  me,  or  in  my  powesiioB, 
articles  from  almost  every  leading  New  i^J* 
paper,  depicting  the  horror,  the  infamy,  the 
degradation,  the  destruction  of  health  «od 
morals  and  life  and  reputation,  aod  of  the 
property  which  should  go  to  the  cbildreo  ot 
these  sailors.  I  have  long  articles  upon  dj 
desk,  which  I  would,  had  1  the  time,  pres^"^ 
to  the  House,  urging  Congress  not  to  etsy  lU 
hand  in  ameliorating  the  condition  of  thc*^ 
people,  but  to  pass  this  bill.  It  is  coofioed  » 
no  party :  it  is  the  opinion  of  no  single  editor 
of  a  press.  The  New  York  World,  Tribuo*. 
Herald,  all  the  leading  New  York  paper«>»" 
had,  within  the  last  ei^t  months  and  sioce  m 
bill  was  sent  to  them,  careful  editorials  pi^* 
pared  recommending  the  passage  of  this  bu> 
Why,  on  this  last  day,  does  thegsnUemsuli«» 
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New  York  come  in  and  oppose  the  bill  and 
seek  to  throw  it  back  into  the  chaos  of  buai* 
Dess  of  a  committee  that  cannot  be  called  again 
this  session,  rather  than  stand  up,  as  I  had 
hoped  he  woi^ld,  and  help  to  amend  and  make 
perfect  so  important,  so  benevolent  a  measure 
as  this  ? 

But  how  does  the  gentleman  attack  it?  The 
gentleman  attacks  it  by  a  communication,  the 
original  date  of  which,  May  24, 1870,  is  erased. 
This    most  important   letter   which   he  has 
read  was  written  long  before  this  bill  was  in- 
troduced, and  the  words  ^^  the  amendment  of 
March  24,  1872,"  are  ioterlined  in  that  letter, 
bat  on  the  back  is  the  indorsement,  '*May  24, 
1870,"  unerased,  and  the  very  name  of  the 
writer  of  this  important  letter,  which  I  sup- 
posed  the  gentleman  presented  here  as  speak- 
ings the  sentiments  of  the  united  wisdom  of 
thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands  of  ship- 
ping men  and  importers  of  the  country— the 
very  name  of  the  writer  is  so  obliteratea  that 
the  ha  man  eye  cannot  fathom  it  nor  trace  the 
lines  which  might  indicate  to  his  vision  who 
wrote   this  important  production;  and  it  is 
upon  such  evidence  as  that  that  the  gentleman 
relies  far  his  opposition  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  WOOD.  X  will  relieve  the  gentleman 
from  any  anxiety  under  which  he  labors. 

Mr.  GONGEH.  Ob,  no,  I  do  not  wish  to 
be  relieved.  I  am  in  no  agony  and  no  distress. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  propose  to  administer  to 
the  gentleman  a  little  cou^olatory  information. 
The  bill  now  reported  by  the  gentleman  is  the 
game  bill  which  was  before  the  House  in  the 
last  Congress ;  it  is  identically  the  same  bill 
with  one  or  two  technical  alterations. 

Mr.  CONGER.  How  about  the  date  of 
this  letter? 

Mr.  WOOD.  The  remonstrance  which  I 
had  read  was  signed  in  New  York  vesterday 
and  sent  to  me  by  one  of  the  leadiog  mer- 
chants of  New  York,  whose  letter  I  have. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  has  had  his  hour.  He  is  an  expert 
speaker  and  «  scholarly  statesman.  [Laugh- 
ter.! 

Mr.  WOOD.  The  gentleman  has  made  a 
statement  which  I  wish  to  correct. 

Mr.  CONGER.  He  understands  the  rules 
of  the  House  and  can  get  the  floor  when  an 
ignorant  young  man  from  the  West  cannot  get 
it.     [Laughter.] 

Mr,  WOOD.  I  thought  the  gentleman  was 
in  some  trouble  and  wanted  to  be  relieved. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Not  at  all.  I  told  the  gen- 
tleman I  was  in  no  difficulty.  I  am  s^ng 
under  a  fair  wind  now.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  WOOD.  Then  I  will  take  an  opportun- 
ity of  correcting  the  gentleman  at  some  other 
time. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  do  not  wish  any  other 
hand  to  take  the  rudder  at  this  present  mo- 
ment. 

•Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  as  to  this  long  letter,  I 
do  not  know  bat  that  the  gentleman  who  wrote 
it  may  be  the  best-informed  eentleman  that 
God  ever  permitted  to  grace  His  footstool  in 
the  United  States  since  the  beginning  of  time ; 
but  his  name  is  obliterated,  gone  among  the 
things  to  be  forgotten  forever,  and  no  man  can 
recall  it. 

Now,  that  is  one  of  the  means  of  attacking 
this  bill — abillinlheinterest  of  humanity;  a 
bill  in  the  interest  of  Christianitv;  a  bill  in  the 
interest  of  morality;  a  bill  in  the  interest  of 
family  relations;  a  bill  to  protect  the  sailor 
himself,  to  protect  his  children,  and  to  save 
him  from  the  sharks  that  prey  upon  him  in  the 
dens  and  cellars  of  New  York  city  or  any  other 
city  where  there  are  such  dens  and  celiacs. 

Now,  the  gentleman  says  that  the  memorial 
which  he  presented  here  contains  names  of  a 
large  number  of  the  shipping  men  of  New 
York.  I  say  to  the  gentleman  that,  being  un- 
acquainted with  those  names  myself,  I  have 
called  the  attention  of  others  to  them,  and  I 
have  been  teld— and  I  nay  be  correoted  by 
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those  who  know  better^— that  upon  the  rolls  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  Board  of  Trade 
are  the  names  of  all  the  principal  shippers, 
importers,  ship-owners,  and  i)erson8  interested 
and  persons  to  be  interested  in  the  passage  of 
this  Dill.  I  want  here  to  make  this  further 
remark :  the  gentleman  complained  that  this 
bill  is  being  compalsory  to  these  ship-owners 
to  employ  these  commissioners. 

If  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
Wood,]  or  any  other  gentleman,  will  read  the 
eighth  section  of  this  bill,  he  will  find  a  pro- 
vision that  any  ship-master  or  ship-owner  may 
ship  his  own  crew  on  all  cbast- wise  vessels.  It 
is  only  in  the  case  of  those  vessels  that  ^o  to 
foreign  countries — those  vessels  that  go  forth 
upon  unknown  and  distant  seas,  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  laws,  and  beyond  the  protection  of 
our  own  officers  of  the  law — that  the  provisions 
of  this  bill  are  necessarily  enforced.  For  all 
vessels  engaged  in  our  coast- wise  navigation 
it  is  specially  provided  by  section  eight  (and  I 
call  the  attention  of  members  to  that  section) 
that  the  ship-master  or  ship-owner  may  ship 
his  own  crew,  independent  of  all  these  pro- 
visions. 

Then  it  comes  to  this,  that  for  those  vessels 
that  are  going  beyond  the  reach  of  our  laws, 
which  go  forth  upon  the  high  seas  beyond 
our  jurisdiction,  there  shall  be  thrown  around 
the  sailor  the  protection  of  the  law,  the  muni- 
ments of  such  an  act  as  this  for  his  defense 
and  the  defense  of  his  family  and  his  children. 
If  there  ever  was  a  law  that  appeals  more  than 
this  to  the  higher  and  nobler  instincts  of  our 
nature  as  Representatives  of  the  American 
people,  I  have  yet  to  know  of  it. 

Sir,  there  are  three  hundred  thousand  sail- 
ors to  whom  this  law  "ivill  directly  apply,  and 
with  their  families  probably  more  than  a  mil- 
lion persons  will  be  affected  by  it.  The  in- 
terests of  our  commerce,  the  interests  of  the 
ship-masters,  demand  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
The  interests  of  morality,  decency,  and  pro- 
priety, every  high 'and  noble  and  commanding 
interest  that  can  engage  the  attention  of  the 
human  mind,  of  the  enlightened  human  soul, 
demand  that  gentlemen  shall  give  this  bill  at 
least  full  consideration  and  shall  assist  in  per- 
fecting it.  And  I  do  not  envy  the  wishes, 
or  the  feelings,  or  the  fate  of  the  man  who  in 
this  House  shall  stop  us  from  passing  some 
law  to  protect  that  great  class  of  our  people 
who  are  helpless  if  reckless,  while  every  other 
civilized  nation  upon  the  globe  has  upon  its 
statute-book  some  law  of  a  similar  kind  to 
protect  their  seamen. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  with  a  de- 
gree of  what,  if  it  were  parliamentary  and 
courteous  to  say  so,  (and  I  Know  it  is  not,  and 
therefore  shall  not  sav  so,)  with  a  degree  of 
what  outside  of  the  House  might  be  termed 
nnfidmess,  appealed  at  least  to  western  mem- 
bers, who  dwell  where  there  are  no  rivers,  no 
lakes,  no  ocean,  where  there  are  only  prairies, 
and  where  the  ships  upon  the  prairies  are  only 
wagons- 
Mr.  WOOD.  The  gentleman  misquotes  me. 
Mr.  CONGER,  x  have  only  enlarged  upon 
the  gentleman's  idea,  which  could  not  be  com- 
prehended by  common  minds  perhaps  until  it 
was  diluted  a  little,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  do. 
Mr.  WOOD.  1  said  that  gentlemen  whose 
districts  were  not  npon  the  sea-board  should 
not  deceive  themselves  with  the  idea  that  the 
rules  and  regulations  provided  by  this  bill  will 
not  affect  them ;  that  while  the  commissioners 
were  to  be  confined  to  ports  of  entry,  yet  under 
the  siztysizth  section  of  this  bill  its  provis- 
ions are  in  ternas  made  applicable  to  river  and 
lake  navigation ;  that  the  construction  of  th^ 
word  "ship''  or  *' vessel''  was  intended  to 
apply  to  anv  boat,  and  that  the  construction 
of  the  word  *' seamen"  under  this  act  was 
intended  to  appl^  to  all  persons  employed  upon 
steamboats  ana  river  craf^  That  is  what  I  said . 
Mr.  CONGER.  Thatis  the  same  idea  I  in- 
tended to  convey. 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  think  not. 


Mr.  CONGER.  Only  a  little  more  beauti- 
fulljr  expressed,  that  is  all.  Now,  the  first 
section  of  this  act  defines  that  the  powers  of 
the  commissioners  and  the  number  of  com- 
missioners themselves  under  this  act  shall  be 
limited ;  and  by  an  amendment  which  the  gen- 
tleman could  not  have  noticed  they  are  to  be 
confined  to  ^'s^-port  or  sea-ports."  ^ow, 
does  the  gentleman  think  the  Wabash  river  a 
sea-port  or  sea-ports? 
Mr.  WOOD.  That  is  conditional. 
Mr.  CONGER.  The  powers  of  the  commis- 
sioners are  confined  in  their  extent  to  those 
places  contemplated  by  the  first  section. 

But,  sir,  the  gentleman  had  very  adroitly 
almost  succeeded  in  withdrawing  my  Mtention 
from  the  point  to  which  I  was  seeking  to 
arrive;  and  I  am  glad  that  I  have  now  an 
opportunity  to  go  Mck  to  it,  notwithstanding 
his  ingenuity. 

The  gentleman  appealed  to  western  and 
northwestern  members,  and  those  who  dwell 
where  there  are  no  navigable  waters,  where 
there  are  no  sea-ports,  to  be  on  their  gu^rd 
lest  the  provisions  of  this  bill  should  follow 
them  to  their  forest  homes,  should  reach  them 
upon  the  prairies,  should  overtake  them  in  the 
intervales,  should  climb  to  the  top  of  the  mount- 
ains after  them,  and  injure  them  or  their  con- 
stituents. Why,  sir,  what  an  attack  that  was 
upon  this  bill  I  It  was  an  effort  to  enlist  the 
sympathies  of  myself,  as  a  western  man,  and 
my  lellows  from  the  western  and  northwestern 
States,  as  if  we  had  not  intelligence  enough  to 
see  that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  do  not  affect 
the  tops  of  the  mountains,  do  not  center  in  the 
western  prairies.  I  merely  allude  to  this  point 
to  show  how  the  gentleman  has  adroitly  ap« 
pealed  to  the  prejudice  which  may  be  excited 
in  the  mindsof  myself  and  others  by  sveh  con- 
siderations ;  for  I  confess  I  am  susceptible  of 
being  influenced  in  that  way.     [Laughter.] 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  gentlemen 
living  in  the  forests  or  on  the  praines  of  the 
Northwest  to  the  fact  that  their  constituents 
will  not  be  injured  by  the  enactment  of  this 
bill  in  its  application  to  themselvee ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  Mr.  Speaker,  they  will  enjoy 
their  share  of  the  benefits  which  will  flow  to 
an  enlighted  nation  from  the  removal  of  im- 
moral influences  from  the  sea-faring  class  of 
our  people,  the  protection  of  then  in  their 
rights,  and  the  securing  to  themselves  and  their 
families  the  enjoyment  of  the  products  of  their 
labor,  so  that  their  earnings  shall  not  go  to 
the  keepers  of  dens  and  houses  of  prostitution— 
to  the  thieves  and  sharks  who  dwell  under- 
ground in  our  large  cities,  and  make  it  their 
business  to  undermine  the  morals  and  the 
healdi  of  the  sailor,  and  to  absorb  his  money 
and  properly,  which  should  go  to  the  support 
of  his  family,  if  he  has  any. 

But,  sir,  I  cannot  touch  upon  all  the  poinrts 
on  which  I  desire  to  dwell.  The  gentleman 
sajfs  there  is  no  provision  in  this  bill  that  a 
sailor  who  is  intoxicated  shaU  not  be  shipped. 
Is  fiiat  the  fact?  The  gentleman  well  says 
that  seamen  should  not  be  shipped  in  a  state 
of  beastly  intoxication.  But,  sir,  this  bill 
provides  that  before  the  seaman  shall  go  upon 
the  vessel  he  shall  appear  personally  before 
one  of  these  commissioners,  before  whom  he 
shall  sign  the  shipping  agreement,  which  shall 
be  read  by  or  to  him.  Is  it  to  be  supposed 
that  our  circuit  courts  will  appoint  such  com- 
missioners as  will  ship  brutally  intoxicated 
men  and  send  them  on  board  our  vessels  ? 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York.  I  move 
that  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  be  allowed 
sufficient  time  to  finish  his  remarks.  He  has 
given  great  attention  to  this  subject,  and  as 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Wood]  had  all  the  time  he 
wished,  I  move  that  the  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan have  the  same  privilege. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore,  (Mr.  Whebl- 
ER.)    How  much  time  does  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  desire? 
Mr.  CONGER.     I  should  have  desired,  if 
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I  had  not  rambled  somewhat,  to  notice  the 
principal  or  leading  points  which  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  [Mr.  Wood]  has  made. 

The  SPEAKER  |)ro  tempore.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman specify  the  time  he  desires  ? 

Mr.  QONGER.  I  will  take  ten  minutes 
more  if  the  House  will  grant  me  so  much 
time. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  Is  there 
objection  to  granting  to  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  ten  minutes  additional  ? 

Mr.  STORM.    I  object. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Very  well.  I  do  not  ask 
farther  time,  if  the  House  will  proceed  with 
the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  allowing  the  gentleman  to  pro- 
ceed. 

Mr.  STORM.    I  withdraw  my  objection. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  thank  the  House  for  its 
courtesy  in  this  matter,  and  I  thank  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Storm,]  who  has 
raised  a  little  storm  upon  me,  [laughter,]  as 
he  did  the  other  day  when  he  call^  me  his 
''Japanese  friend."  I  thank  him  for  his 
courtesy  in  withdrawing  his  objection. 

I  was  saving  that  under  our  law  in  its  pres- 
ent condition  there  is  no  restraint  whatever 
upon  taking  on  board  ships  men  in  a  most 
beastly  state  of  intoxication,  who  may  be  far 
out  upon  the  waters  of  the  ocean  before  they 
become  conscious  of  the  fact  that  they  have 
left  the  den  or  the  cellar  where  they  became 
drunk. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  Is  there 
any  provision  in  this  bill  to  prevent  that? 

Mr.  CONGER.  There  is  a  provision  that 
no  man  shall  be  shipped  until  he  has  person- 
ally appeared  before  one  of  the  commission- 
ers and  in  his  presence  signed  the  shipping 
Eapers,  which  he  is  to  read  or  have  read  to 
im ;  and  I  assume  that  the  commissioners 
will  not  ship  a  man  if  he  is  intoxicated. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  Precisely 
the  same  thing  is  done  now.  There  is  nothing 
in  this  bill  to  prevent  a  man  getting  drunk. 
The  seaman  is  generally  sober  when  he  is 
shipped. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  have  no  objection  to  any 
amendment  to  perfect  this  bill.  I  have  invited 
all  such  amendments  from  the  beginning. 
I  desire  such  amendments  to  be  moved  now 
if  ffentlemen  have  them  to  propose.  Let  this 
biU  be  perfected  now  and  passed ;  but  do  not 
let  it  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  I  would  like  to  ask 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan  whether  he  is 
willing  to  have  one  feature  of  this  bill  changed 
to  which  there  is  decided  objection.  Is  he 
willing  to  a  change  of  the  manner  of  appoint- 
ing these  shipping  commissioners  ?  That  part 
01  the  bill  is  objected  to  by  friends  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  and  if  he  will  allow  these  com- 
missioners to  be  appointed  by  the  Governors 
of  the  States,  he  will  secure  a  great  many  votes 
for  the  bill  which  he  will  not  now  get. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  am  very  willing  to  agree 
that  the  amendment  shall  be  ofifered  in  order 
to  test  Uie  sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  We  want  the  ap- 
pointments to  be  made  by  the  Governors  of 
the  States. 

Mr.  CONGER.  This  is  a  United  States 
law  and  should  be  under  the  control  of  United 
States  appointments.  I  will  agree,  however, 
to  the  amendment  being  offered  and  voted  on. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  We  also  object  to 
the  fees  fixed  by  the  bill,  and  want  them 
reduced  from  two  dollars  to  one  dollar.  They 
are  entirely  too  large  as  fixed  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  CONGER.  This  fee-bill  and  schedule 
were  prepared  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  the  city  of  New  York  as  the  best  judgment 
of  the  men  composing  that  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  proper  amount  to  be  charged. 
They  are  responsible  for  this  fee- bill  and 
schedule;  and  I  am  sure  it  will  be  agreed  by 
gentlemen  of  the  House  that  the  Chamber  of 


Commerce  of  New  York  ought  to  know  what 
should  be  a  proper  fee- bill  and  schedule. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  these  different  proposi- 
tions will  come  up  and  be  voted  on.  It  is  now 
three  o'clock,  ana  as  the  agreement  is  that  the 
previous  question  shall  be  called  at  half  past 
four  o'clock,  lest  by  occupying  the  time  of  the 
House  further  there  may  not  be  time  lefl  for  the 
reading  of  this  bill  through  section  by  section 
before  that  hour,  I  will  withhold  whatever 
further  remarks  I  may  have  occasion  to  make 
to  some  more  convenient  opportunity,  pre- 
mising at  the  same  time  that  1  would  not  have 
occupied  a  moment  but  for  what  seemed  to  me 
to  be  a  covert  attack  upon  this  proposition,  to 
take  it  from  our  consideration  and  recommit 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  which  can- 
not report  again  at  this  session.  I  hope  this 
bill  will  be  perfected  and  passed.  Whether 
this  or  another  of  a  similar  nature  is  imma- 
terial to  me,  for  I  am  not  wedded  to  any  pet 
form  or  scheme. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
pending  section. 

The  CSlerk  read  as  follows : 

Sso.  12.  That  the  master  of  every  ship  bound  from 
a  port  in  the  United  States  to  any  foreijn  port,  or 
of  any  ship  of  the  burden  of  seventy-nve  tons  or 
upward,  bound  from  a  port  on  the  Atlantic  to  a  port 
on  the  Pacific,  or  oic<ver«a,  shall,  before  he  proceed 
on  sach  voyage,  make  an  agreement,  in  writing 
or  in  print,  with  every  seaman  whom  he  carries 
to  sea  OS  one  of  the  crow  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
mentioned;  and  every  such  agreement  shall  be  in 
the  form  as  near  as  may  be  as  hereunto  in  table  **  D" 
in  the  schedule  annexed,  and  shall  be  dated  at  the 
time  of  the  first  signature  thereof,  and  shall  besigned 
by  the  master  before  any  seaman  signs  the  same,  and 
snail  contain  the  following  particulars,  that  is  to 
say:  first,  the  nature  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  the 
duration  of  the  intended  voyage  or  engagement,  and 
the  port  or  country  at  which  theyoyage  is  to  termin- 
ate; secondly,  the  number  and  description  of  the 
crew,  specifying  their  respective  employments; 
thirdly,  the  time  at  which  each  seaman  is  to  be  on 
board  to  begin  work ;  fourthly,  the  capacity  in  which 
eachseaman  is  to  serve ;  fifthly,  the  amount  of  wages 
which  each  seaman  is  to  receive ;  sixthly,  a  scale  of 
the  provisions  which  are  to  be  famished  to  eachsea- 
man ;  seventhly,  any  regulations  as  to  conduct  on 
board,  and  as  to  fines,  short  allowance  of  provisions, 
or  other  lawful  punishments  for  misconduct,  as  may 
be  sanctioned  by  Congress  as  regulations  proper  to 
be  adopted  and  which  the  parties  agree  to  adopt; 
eighthtly,  any  stipulations  in  reference  to  advance 
and  allotment  of  wages,  or  other  matters  not  contrary 
to  law. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  yield  now  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine  to  oner  his  amendmant. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  offer  now  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  sec- 
tion. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as  follows: 

Add  to  section  twelve :  ^ 

Provided^  That  whenever  the  master  of  any  vessel 
shall  engage  his  crew,  or  any  part  of  the  same,  in 
anycustoms  district  where  noshipping  commissioner 
shall  have  been  appointed  unuer  section  one  of 
this  act,  he  may  perform  for  himself  the  duties  of 
such  commissioner  in  like  manner  as  is  provided 
by  the  proviso  of  section  eight  of  this  act. 

Mr.  HALE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  can  see  there 
are  very  many  provisions  in  this  act  that  com^ 
mend  themselves  to  the  judgment  of  those 
who  are  interested  in  our  commerce  and  ship- 
ping interests.  I  can  see  that  evils  which  now 
obtain  in  the  larger  portion  of  this  country 
will  be  in  some  degree  corrected  by  this  bill. 
But  while  that  is  true,  it  would  also  prove 
cumbersome  and  harassing  in  the  smaller 
ports,  whose  commerce  is  yet  to  such  ports  a 
matter  of  as  much  importance  to  their  inhab- 
itants as  the  commerce  of  the  large  ports  to 
their  inhabitants.  For  instance,  this  bill  pro- 
vides in  section  twelve  that  the  master  of  every 
vessel  bound  from  a  port  in  the  United  States 
to  any  foreign  port,  or  from  a  port  in  the 
Atlantic  to  a  port  in  the  Pacific  shall  engage 
no  crew  until  he  shall  first  have  gone  before  a 
United  States  commissioner  and  taken  them 
there  and  had  them  sworn  before  the  United 
States  commissioner ;  and  the  bill  provides  that 
for  each  seaman  so  engaged  there  shall  be  a 
fee  of  two  dollars. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  presume  there  is  no 
objection  to  the  amendment  the  gentleman 
proposes. 

Mr.   HALE.     If  there  be  no  objection  to 


my  amendment,  I  do  not  want  to  use  tip  th* 
time.  But  I  will  simply  say  to  other  gentle 
men  who  have  not  examined  the  matier  i- 
the  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cosca] 
has  no  doubt  done,  that  this  applies  to  sm&l 
ports,  snch  as  those  in  my  own  State,  where  t 
vessel  is  loading  for  a  foreign  port,  bnt  when 
no  United  States  commissioner  is  appoioted. 
where  the  crew  is  perhaps  engaged  at  home 
It  would  be  a  great  hardship  there  if  the  mi 
ter  of  the  vessel  was  obliges  to  take  Ute  ere? 
either  before  the  commissioner  or  before  x 
collector  of  customs.  But  if  the  gentlemso 
from  Michigan  accepts  the  ameodmeDt,  I  vi[ 
not  occupy  more  of  the  time  of  the  Home. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  presume  there  will  be  bo 
objection  to  the  gentleman's  amendment 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  ask  unanimoos  coDieot  la 
go  back  to  the  twelfth  section,  for  the  pnrpoie 
of  offering  an  amendment  thereto. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  hope  we  will  be  alioffai 
to  go  through  the  bill  first  before  going  bftck. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  am  desirous,  if  possible,  of 
I>erfecting  this  bill.  I  believe  we  are  now  cc 
the  thirteenth  section. 

The  SPE  AKERi^o  tempore^  (Mr.  Whoui 
in  the  chair.)  The  twelfth  section  hu  beea 
read,  and  is  open  to  amendment. 

Mr.  CONGER.  We  had  reached  the  tliir 
teenth  section. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore.  The  gentle 
man  from  Michigan  [Mr.  tk)KGEs]  cooseoted 
to  return  to  the  twelfth  section  to  allot  th; 
gentleman  from  Maine  [Mr.  Halb]  to  oSer 
his  amendment.  The  twelfth  section  is  opei 
to  amendment. 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  desire  to  add  to  thst  section 

the  following  proviso : 

Provided,  That  ateamen  encaged  in  the  Wet 
India,  AtUntio*  and  Paoifio  trades  may  emplor  >m 

f»ay  tbeir  owd  orews,  if  employed  for  a  period  of  sot 
ess  than   one  year,  without  the  ezerciM  of  vs 
authority  on  the  part  of  the  oonuntMioner. 

I  will  state  the  object  of  this  pro7i«o.  We 
have  four  lines  of  steamships  running  be- 
tween New  York,  Havana,  Vera  Graz,BndBio 
Janeiro.  They  are  American  lines,  owned  is 
the  State  of  New  York,  and  run  under  tit? 
American  flag.  Their  mail  steamshipfl  no 
just  as  regularly  as  the  ferry-boats. 

Now,  under  the  bill  as  it  stands,  everj  tiae 
these  steamships  arrive  at  New  York  tbar 
owners  must  go  up  to  the  commissiooeri 
office  to  settle  with  uieir  crews,  and  ererytiae 
they  sail  they  must  go  up  to  the  commiaim- 
er's  office  to  procure  a  crew.  The  owners  af 
these  vessels  employ  their  men  permaneDiir 
I  know  the  crews  are  paid  bv  the  month  m 
by  the  year  by  the  purser  of  the  ship.  Tli« 
object  of  my  proviso  is  that  so  far  as  these 
regular  steamship  lines  are  concerned  tbej 
shall  not  be  subjected  to  the  delay  and  expesK 
of  this  machinery.  I  desire  that  those  regoiv 
steamship  lines  may  be  omitted  from  the  oper 
ation  of  this  section. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  object  of  the  genoe- 
man  from  New  York  will  be  entirely  secured 
by  the  shipping  papers,  which  may  extend  to 
one  trip  or  to  ten  trips.  The  shipping  pap^ 
may  be  for  a  month,  or  a  year,  or  for  tw 
voyages. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  apprehend  the  gentlemja 
is  in  error.  There  are  several  sections  in  we 
bill,  and  particularly,  I  think,  the  ihiid  sec^ 
tion,  which  make  it  compulsory  on  ship-ovoert 
to  pay  off  their  crews  before  the  como* 
sioners.  . 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  payment  has  to  be 
made  in  accordance  with  the  shipping  articMj. 
and  the  shipping  articles  will  control  the  Ieo|ti 
of  time  or  number  of  trips  for  which  the  m& 
are  to  be  paid.  But  after  a  long  voyage  it » 
usual  to  discharge  a  crew,  to  dischaig^  Pl 
and  reship.  I  think  the  gentleman's  op*' ' 
accomplished  in  the  shipping  papers. 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  do  not  see  in  the  bill  w) 
such  reference  to  the  shipping  articles.   ^ 
not  see  in  the  bill  or  in  the  appendixes  ^  ^" 
bill  any  shipping  aitwles  whatever. 
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Mr.  CONGER.  The  ffentleman  will,  if  he 
will  allow  ns  to  go  on  wtu  the  reading  of  the 
bill)  and  not  occupy  time  in  discussion.  His 
amendment  will  be  appropriate  to  other  sec- 
tions. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  will  then  withdraw  it,  with 
the  understanding  that  I  shall  have  an  oppor- 
'tunity  to  offer  it  hereafter. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  14.  That,  first,  if  any  person  shall  be  earried 
to  sea  as  one  of  the  crew  on  board  of  any  ship  mak- 
inir  a  Toyace  as  hereinbefore  specified,  without  en- 
teriDS  into  an  acreement  with  the  master  of  said 
ship,  in  the  form  and  manner  and  at  the  plaee  and 
times  hereby  in  snoh  eases  required,  the  ship  shall 
be  held  liable,  and  for  eaoh  such  offense  shall  incur 
a  penalty  not  ezceedinc  $200:  Providtd  a/ioayt. 
That  the  ship  shall  not  be  held  liable  for  any  person 
carried  to  sea  who  shall  have  secretly  stowed  away 
himself  without  the  knowledse  of  captain,  mate,  or 
of  any  of  the  officers  of  the  ship,  or  who  shall  haye 
falsely  personated  himself  to  the  captain,  mate,  or 
officers  of  the  8hii>.  for  the  purpose  of  beins  carried 
to  sea :  seoondly.-if  any  master,  mate,  or  other  offi- 
cer of  a  ship  knowingly  receive,  or  accepts  to  be 
entered  on  board  of  any  merchant  ship,  any  seaman 
who  has  been  engaged  or  supplied  contrary  to  the 
proTieions  of  this  act,  the  ship  on  board  of  which 
each  seaman  shall  be  found  shall,  for  eyery  such 
seaman,  be  liable  to.  and  incur  a  penalty  of,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  $200. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last 
word  of  that  section,  and  I  do  it  for  the  par- 
pose  of  making  a  remark.  I  have  listened  to 
the  debate  on  tnis  bill  with  considerable  inter- 
eet.  I  believe  the  ^eyances  oat  of  which 
^ows  this  dissatisfaction  about  oar  sailors  are 
not  BO  much  in  relation  to  thj9  shipping  of 
Bailors  on  board  our  ships  as  to  the  sharks, 
the  landlord  sharks  who  use  up  the  substance 
of  the  sailors  even  after  they  have  been  hired 
under  contract,  who  take  them  to  theit  board- 
ing-houses and  make  them  drunk,  &c.  There 
is  a  mischief  which  this  bill  does  not  remedy, 
bat  which  I  think  it  should  remedy,  and  I 
would  ask  the  hamane  gentleman  from  Mich- 
igan, before  this  bill  is  passed  upon  finally,  to 
give  this  matter  his  attention.  It  will  make 
the  bill  much  more  acceptable  to  both  sides, 
both  the  gentlemen  who  favor  it  and  the  gen- 
tlemen who  disfavor  it.  I  suggest  to  him,  for 
be  is  as  accomplished  on  thiiB  subject  as  a 
fresh-water  man  can  be,  to  make  a  carefully 
drawn  amendment  reaching  this  special  griev- 
ance. 

I  do  not  believe  that  this  sort  of  legislation 
ought  to  be  hurried.  I  think  it  ought  to  be 
pondered  very  carefully,  for  this  general  rea- 
son :  when  yoa  undertake  to  employ  a  man  to 
do  a  certain  kind  of  work  for  you,  you  do  not 
need  the  intervention  of  the  Government.  I 
am  jealous  of  appointing  commissioners.  If 
I  were  a  ship-owner  I  should  be  jealous  of  hav- 
ing commissioners  appointed  to  select  sailors 
to  sail  my  ships.  I  would  be  just  as  jealous,  if 
I  had  a  household,  of  having  the  Federal  Con- 
gress appoint  commissioners  to  select  servants 
for  me,  and  if  I  were  a  boss,  to  have  the  Fed- 
eral Congress  appoint  commissioners  to  select 
mechanics  and  fix  a  plan  for  paying  them.  I 
lay  down  that  general  principle  to  show  that 
there  is  some  reason  to  think  that  this  bill  may 
overstep  the  proper  bounds  of  legislation. 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  written  by  one  of 
the  gentlemen  who  signed  the  petition  which 
has  been  presented  by  my  colleague.  I  do 
not  give  his  name ;  it  is  not  necessary ;  but  he 
speaks  with  emphasis.  He  says  this  in  rela- 
tion to  this  very  bill : 

**  Ton  will  hear  continually  that  this  is  the  same 
plan  as  adopted  in  England,  ke.  Now,  here  In  this 
Repablic  every  man  is  supposed  to  be  able  to  man- 
age his  own  private  affiurs,  not  as  under  a  monarchy, 
limited  or  otherwise,  where  they  attend  to  such 
things  offlcially  for  you.  As  well  have  a  lot  of 
greedy  officeholders  appointed  to  inspect,  hire,  and 
pay  off  our  household  servants  or  the  mechanics  we 
hire,  as  to  undertake  to  force  such  intermediaries 
upon  ship-owners,  with  their  sea  laborers  or  sailors." 

That  is  the  same  idea  which  I  undertook  to 

present  to  the  House  a  moment  ago.   He  says 

further : 

"  I  paid  particular  attention  to  'this  matter,  and 
made  every  inquiry  into  the  working  of  this  bill, 
and  it  ia  not  required  or  neoeesary  only  to  make 
hordes  of   olBoeaolderi.    In  Great  Bdtain  about 


seven  eighths  of  the  seamen  are  shipped  in  the  ports 
of  London,  Liverpool,  and  Glasgow,  all  within  ten 
hours  of  eaoh  other;  whereas  we  have  here  a  sea- 
board stretching  some  twenty-two  hundred  miles, 
and  ports  widely  scattered.  If  this  bill  is  passed,  it 
will  about  use  up  ship-owners,  as  being  the  last 
straw  that  breaks  the  earners  back." 

He  closes  by  saying: 

*'  I  trust  you  and  all  men  of  good  common  sense 
like  you"- 

Which  includes  the  gentleman  from  Michi- 
gan— 

'*will  oppose  this  bill." 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  gentleman  need  not 
have  an  indorsement  from  New  York  that  I 
am  included  among  men  of  common  sense. 

Mr.  COX.  That  is  all  right ;  it  will  not 
hurt  you. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.  ] 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  move  to  amend  that  section 
by  adding  to  it  the  following : 

And  provided  further.  That  no  captain  shall  re- 
ceive on  board  his  vessel,  as  a  seaman,  any  person 
while  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  under  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  $1,000. 

I  offer  that  proviso,  but  I  do  not  think  it  is 
necessary  to  discuss  it,  because  it  speaks  for 
itself.    I  hope  it  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CONQER.  I  have  no  objection  to  it 
if  it  refers  to  the  first  shipment  of  the  seaman, 
and  not  to  his  coming  on  board  at  other  times 
afterward. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sio.  17.  That  no  advance  of  wages  shall  be  made 
or  advance  note  given  to  any  person  but  the  seaman 
himself,  and  no  advance  of  wages  shall  be  made  or 
advance  note  given  unless  the  agreement  contains 
a  stipulation  lor  the  same,  and  an  accurate  state- 
ment of  the  amount  thereof;  and  no  advance  wages 
or  advance  note  shall  be  given  to  any  seaman  except 
in  the  presence  of  the  shipping  commissioner. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  move  to  amend  this  sec- 
tion by  striking  out  the  words  '^advance  note '' 
wherever  they  occur  in  it,  and  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  ''security." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  the  same  amendment  be  made  in  sections 
eighteen  and  nineteen. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  further  amend  section  seventeen  by  insert- 
ing after  the  words  "given  to  any  person 
but  the  seaman  himselr'  the  words  "or  to 
his  wife  or  mother." 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  would  like  to  ask  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  ButlbrJ  if 
he  is  ouite  clear  as  to  the  effect  of  his  proposed 
amenament.  I  understand  that  the  effect  of 
it  will  be  to  prevent  the  sailor  giving  an  ad- 
vance note  to  his  wife  or  other  representative 
at  home  to  receive  at  least  a  part  of  the  wages 
he  may  earn  while  abroad. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  under- 
stand it  differently.  This  advance  note  is  given 
where  the  master  does  not  choose  to  pay  the 
money.  He  gives  the  sailor  a  note  for  his 
advancp  of  wages,  which  the  sailor  can  and  gen- 
erally does  gel  discounted.  It  is  the  note  of 
the  master  or  owner  of  the  vessel,  and  not  the 
note  of  the  seaman.  That  to  which  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Wood]  alludes 
is  the  allotment  of  the  sauor  to  his  wife,  not 
the  note  of  the  master  to  the  seaman. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  think  I  undentand  it.  I 
think  the  gentleman  is  in  error  in  supposing 
that  this  note  to  the  seaman  always  goes  to  the 
sailor's  landlord. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not 
think  it  does  alwavs;  but  it  does  too  often. 

Mr.  WOOD.  There  are  jailors  who  have 
families  who  reside  in  their  own  homes,  in 
their  little  apartments,  in  tenement  buildings, 
perhaps.  While  tiie  sailors  are  absent  on  their 
voyages  their  families  draw  their  pay,  or  a  por- 
tion of  it,  to  subsist  upon.  The  ship- master 
or  owner  always  give  tae  sailors  one  month's 


pay  in  advance,  and  then  the  sailors  give  an 
allotment  for  a  portion  of  their  wages  while 
they  are  gone. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetto.  Tes ;  a 
half- pay  order.  My « amendment  does  not 
interfere  with  that. 

Mr.  WOOD.  What  is  the  ''advance  note" 
mentioned  in  this  section  given  for? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  A  sea- 
man receives  an  advance  of  his  wages.  Some- 
times the  ship-owner  or  master  has  not  the 
money,  but  says  to  the  sailor,  "  I  will  pay  you 
sixty  days  hence,"  and  gives  him  a  note  for 
the  advance  of  wages.  Then  there  is  an  allot- 
ment given  by  the  sailor,  sometimes  called  a 
half-pay  order,  allotinf^  of  his  wages  as  much 
as  he  may  choose  to  his  wife  or  mother.  That 
allotment  hardly  ever  goes  to  the  boarding- 
house  keeper.  But  the  advance  note  is  given 
to  the  seaman  himself  as  his  advance  wages, 
and  he  discounts  it  for  half  its  face  in  most 
cases.  My  amendment  provides  that  this 
advance  note  shall  be  given  only  to  the  seaman, 
or  to  his  wife  or  mother. 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

8x0.  22.  That  all  seamen  discharged  in  the  United 
States  from  merchant  ships  engaged  in  voyages  as 
described  in  section  twelve  of  this  act  shall  be  dis- 
charged and  receive  their  wages  in  presence  of  a 
shipping  commissioi^er  duly  appointed  under  this 
act,  except  in  cases  where  some  competent  court 
otherwise  directs;  and  any  master  or  owner  of  any 
such  ship  who  discharges  any  such  seaman  belong- 
ing thereto,  or.  except  as  aforesaid,  pays  his  wages 
within  the  United  States  in  any  other  manner,  i^all 
incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  amend  the  section  just  read  by  insertion 
before  the  words  "shipping  commissioner" 
the  words  "duly  authorized,"  and  by  striking 
out  the  words  "duly  appointed,"  after  the 
words  "shipping  commissioner." 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Sko.  24.  That  upon  thtf  discharge  of  any  seaman, 


or  upon  payment  of  his  wages,  the  master  shall  sign 
and  give  him  a  eertifleate  of  discharge,  specifying 
the  period  of  his  service  and  the  time  and  place  of 


his  discharge,  in  jthe  form  hereto  annexed  marked 
**  E ;"  and  if  any  master  fails  to  sign  and  give  to 
any  such  seaman  such  certificates  of  discharge,  he 
shall  for  each  such  offense  incur  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment, to  which  I  presume  the  gentleman  in 
charge  of  the  bill  will  have  no  objection.  It  is 
to  add  to  the  section  just  read  the  following  : 

Provided,  That  the  proviso  annexed  to  section 
twelve,  which  applies  to  masters  of  vessels  engaging 
seamen  under  that  proviso,  shall  also  apply  to  such 
masters  of  vessels  in  the  discharge  of  seamen. 

Mr.  CONGER.    There  is  no  objection  to 
that.     It  makes  the  two  sections  consistent. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  VROU  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate, .  by  Mr.  Stxp- 
SDK,  one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  insisted  on  its  amendments  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
622)  granting  a  pension  to  Richard  B.  Craw- 
fora,  had  agreed  to  the  conference  asked  by 
the  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  bad  appointed  as  conferees  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  Edxukds,  Mr. 
Pratt,  and  Mr.  Saulbburt. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  resolution  of 
the  Senate  to  print  extra  copies  of  the  report 
of  testimony  taken  before  the  Senate  Com- 
mittee on  Investigation  and  Retrenchment  in 
regard  to  alleged  abuses  in  the  custom-house 
at  New  York. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  without  amendment  a  House 
bill  of  the  followinff  title: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  892)  granting  a  pension 
to  Margaret  Lee. 

The  message  also  annonnced  that  the  Sen  • 
ate  had  passed  a  bill  of  the  following  title ; 
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in  which  the  concarrence  of  the  House  was 
requested : 

An  act  (S.  No.  894)  grantiD|^  a  pension  to 
the  minor  children  of  Fredenck  e,  Dayton, 
deeeased. 

FRANCES  A.  m'KINNBT. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  ELDaEDGB,  Mr.  Butleb  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  Mr.  Peters,  as  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  part  of  the  House  upon  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1866)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Frances 
A.  McElinney. 

SHIPPING  COMMI88IONKRS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  2044)  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  shipping  commissioners  by  the 
judges  of  the  several  circuit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  to  superintend  the  shipping  and 
discharge  of  seamen  engaged  in  merchant 
ships  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  further  proteotion  of  seamen. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

Sso.  26.  That  in  any  prooeedins  relatins  to  th« 
woflM,  claims,  or  discaarve  of  any  neaoian,  carried 
on  before  any  shipping  commisaioner,  under  the 
proYisions  of  thia  act,  such  shipping  commissioner 
miiy  call  upon  the  owner,  or  his  agent,  or  upon  tho 
master,  or  any  mate,  or  any  other  member  of  the 
crow,  to  produee  any  log-books,  papers,  or  other 
documents  in  their  resi^ecttve  possession  or  power, 
relating  to  any  matter  in  question  in  sach  proceed- 
ing, and  may  call  before  him  and  examine  any  of 
such  persons,  being  then  at  or  noar  the  place,  on  any 
sach  matter;  and  eyery  owner,  agent,  master,  mate, 
or  other  member  of  the  crew  who,  when  called  upon 
by  ^e  shipping  commissioner,  does  not  produce  any 
such  books,  papers,  or  documents  as  aforesaid,  if  in 
his  possession  or  power,  or  does  not  appear  and 
give  eyidence,  shall,  unless  he  shows  some  reason- 
able cause  for  such  a  default,  for  each  offense  incur 
.a  penalty  not  exceedina  $100.  and,  on  application 
being  mode  by  the  shipping  commissioner,  shall  be 
further  punished,  in  the  diaeretion  of  theoourt,  as  in 
other  oases  of  diiobedienoe.  And  the  shipping  com- 
missioner shall  be  entitled  to  demand  and  receive 
the  same  fees  in  respect  to  such  settlement  as  any 
justice  of  the  peace  would  be  entitled  to  demand 
and  receiye  if  the  coso  if  ere  tried  before  him. 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  move  to  amend  b^  striking 

out  at  the  conclusion  of  this  section  these 

words : 

And  the  shipping  oommissieBer  shall  be  entitled 
to  demand  and  reoeive  the  same  fees  in  respect  to 
such  settlement  as  any  Justice  of  the  peace  would 
be  entitled  to  demand  and  receiye  if  the  ease  were 
tried  before  him. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  and  the  preceding  sec- 
tion endow  these  commissioners  with  extraor- 
dinary powers,  authorizing  them  to  sit  as  a 
court  in  the  determination  of  disputes  be- 
tween the  ship-owner  and  the  seaman.  The 
clause  which  I  propose  to  strike  out  allows 
these  commissioners  to  collect  fees  for  the  dis- 
charge of  this  duty.  My  proposition  is  that 
the  commissioner  shall  receive  no  such  fees, 
because  be  holds  such  a  relation  to  these  par- 
ties that  he  oan,  if  so  disposed,  get  up  dis- 
putes ;  he  can  create  cases  for  the  adjudication 
of  which  he  is  to  be  feed.  Now,  if  the  com- 
missioner is  to  be  vested  with  this  extraordin- 
ary power  of  determining  disputes  or  contro- 
versies which  have  heretofore  been  referred  to 
the  courts,  fand  I  have  very  grave  doubts 
whether  we  nave  the  constitutional  right  to 
take  from  the  courts  the  decision  of  these 
questions,  and  authorize  their  determination 
b^  officers  to  be  created  as  provided  in  this 
bill,)  I  would  take  away  from  the  commis- 
sioner any  inducement  to  create  or  foment 
disputes ;  and  in  order  to  do  this  I  would  pro- 
vide that  he  shall  receive  no  fees  for  his  ser- 
vices in  such  cases.  If  controversies  arise 
between  these  parties,  and  the  commissioner  is 
called  upon  to  determine  them,  he  should  do 
it  as  the  friend  of  both  parties,  in  pursuance 
of  his  duty  &s  commissioner,  and  without  any 
pecuniary  inducement  to  create  disputes. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  add  at  the  end  of  this  bill  an  amend- 
ment (which  I  understand  has  the  assent  of 
the  committee)  providing  that  all  fees  provided 
for  in  this  act  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States ;  tnatthe  commissioners 
shall  receive  fixed  salaries,  notdependent  upon 
fees;  that  the  expense  of  offices,  ftc,  shall  be 


paid  by  appropriations  from  the  Treasury. 
That  amendment,  I  think,  will  accomplish  ex- 
actly the  object  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  which  is  a  very  proper  one.  Under 
that  amendment,  the  fees  here  provided  for 
would  go  into  the  Treasury  to  reimburse  the 
expenses  incurred  by  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are 
to  deal  with  this  bill  as  we  reach  it  section  by 
section.  What  may  occur  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  bill  neither  the  gentleman  nor  myself 
can  toll.  It  can  do  no  narm  to  strike  out  as  I 
propose,  even  if  we  should  make  them  salaried 
officers  instead  of  feed  officers. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  The  Uni- 
ted States  has  to  pay  the  expenses. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  will  vote  against  making 
them  salaried  officers,  for  that  will  make  them 
de  facto  officials  of  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  can  see  no  special  objec- 
tion to  striking  out  the  fees  where  it  is  sub- 
mitted to  arbitration.  If  he  accepts  arbitra- 
tion without  any  fees  that  is  his  own  busi- 
ness. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
in  line  nineteen  to  strike  out  the  word  **  dis- 
obedience'' and  insert  ''contempt  of  the  pro- 
cess of  the  court."  I  know  my  friend  will  not 
object  to  that. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sso.  27.  That  the  following  rules  shall  be  observed 
with  respect  to  the  settlement  of  wages,  that  is  to 
say:  first,  upon  the  oompietion  before  a  shipping 
commissioner  of  any  discharge  and  settlement,  the 
master  or  owner,  and  eaoh  seaman,  shall  respect- 
ively, in  the  preeenoe  of  theshipping  commissioner, 
sign  a  mutual  release  of  all  olaims  for  wages  in 
respect  of  the  past  voyage  or  engagement,  and  the 
shipping  commissioner  shall  also  sign  and  attest  it, 
and  shall  retain  it  in  a  book  to  be  kept  ibr  that  par- 
pose  ;  secondly,  such  release  so  signed  and  attested 
shall  operate  as  a  mutual  discharge  and  settlement 
of  all  demands  for  waf  es  between  the  parties  thereto 
on  account  of  wages  in  respeot  of  the  past  voysge 
or  engagement;  thirdly,  a  copy  of  such  release,  cer- 
tified under  the  hand  and  seal  of  such  shipping 
commissioner  to  be  a  true  oopf ,  shall  be  given  by 
him  to  any  party  thereto  requiring  the  same,  and 
such  copy  shall  be  receiTable  in  eyidence  upon  any 
future  qnestion  tonohing  such  olaims  as  aforesaid, 
and  shail  have  all  the  effect  of  the  original  of  which 
it  purports  to  be  a  oopy ;  fourthly,  in  coses  in  which 
discharge  and  settlement  before  a  shipping  commis- 
sioner are  hereby  required,  ae  payment,  receipt, 
settlement,  or  discharge  otherwise  made  shall  oper- 
ate or  be  admitted  ffi  eWdence  of  the  release  orsat- 
isfhction  of  any  claim ;  fiflhlv^  upon  payment  being 
made  by  a  master  before  a  shippiaa  oommissioner, 
the  shipping  oommissioner  shall,  if  reauired,  sign 
and  give  to  such  master  a  statement  or  the  whole 
amount  so  paid,  and  such  statement  shall,  between 
the  master  and  his  employer,  be  reoeiyed  as  evidence 
that  ho  has  mode  the  payments  therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  In  line 
nine,  after  the  word  ''purpose,'^  I  move  to 
insert  the  following : 

Providtd,  Both  master  and  seaman  assent  to  snoh 
settlement,  or  the  settlement  has  been  adjusted  by 
the  shipping  commissioner. 

Mr.  CONGER.    I  have  no  objection. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move  in  lines  twenty-two aad 
twenty-three  to  strike  out  the  words  **  or  be 
admitted.''  It  is  already  provided  that  any 
receipt  taken  outside  of  this  law  shall  not  be 
conclusive  evidence;  but  it  seems  to  me  it 
should  be  admitted  for  what  it  is  worth.  It  is 
hard  to  ezolade  it  entirely  from  the  courts. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sao.  29.  That  every  seaman,  being  a  foreigner. 
who  deolares  his  intention  of  beooming  a  oitisen  of 
the  United  States  in  any  competent  court,  and  shall 
have  served  three  years  on  board  of  a  merchant 
ship  or  ships  of  the  United  States  subsequent  to  the 
date  of  sucb  declaration,  may.  on  his  application  to 
any  competent  ooart,  and  the  production  of  his 
certificate  of  discharge  and  good  conduct  during 
that  time,  together  with  the  certifioate  of  hisdeclar- 
atioB  of  intention  to  become  a  eitisen,  be  admitted 
a  citisea  of  the  United  States:  and  every  seaman, 
bein^  a  foreigner,  shall,  atter  bis  declaration  of  in- 
tention to  become  a  eitisen  of  the  United  States,  be 
deemed  a  eitisen  of  the  United  States  for  the  pur- 
pose of  manning  and  serving  on  board  any  merchant 
ship  of  the  United  States,  anything  to  the  contrary 
in  any  previous  act  of  Congress  notwithstanding. 


Mr.  HALE.     I  move  to  strike  oat  the  fol 
lowing  words : 

And  every  seaman  being  a  foreifner  ihill  tfl« 
his  declaration  of  intentioa  to  become  aeitiui  of 
the  United  States  be  deemed  acidsenof  the  Uoiud 
States  for  the  purpose  of  mannins  asd  senior  on 
board  any  merehant  ship  of  the  United  Btut*  nj- 
thing  to  the  eontrary  in  anypreviotts  setotCoa- 
gross  notwithstanding. 

It  gives  to  any  foreigner  all  the  pririlet^ti 
there  may  be  now  belonging  to  Americsnciu- 
zens,  all  of  the  privileges  of  seamen  upon  hii 
simply  declaring  his  intention  of  becomiDg  i 
citizen  of  the  united  States.  So  far  u  Ue 
giving  of  those  privileges  is  coacerDed,  hehu 
not  even  to  serve  the  three  yean  as  proTided 
in  the  first  part  of  the  section.  I  presoioe  ike 
gentleman  did  not  see  the  full  effect  aodEcaiK 
of  those  last  lines. 

Mr.  CONQER.  The  insertion  of  the  word 
**  said  "  in  line  ten  will  be  sufficient. 

Mr.  HALE.  That  does  not  cany  vikk  k 
the  idea  that  he  shall  have  senrad  thre^  ma 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Maasacbosetts.  ltupi«' 
vided  that  one  third  shall  be  Ameriosi  itt- 
men ;  and  this  is  in  behalf  of  those  who  decIiR 
their  intention  to  become  citizens. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  wish  the  diitioction 
between  foreign  and  American  sailors  broho 
down  simply  by  declaration  of  isteot  to  be- 
come a  citizeui  as  it  may  never  become  open- 
tive. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachusetU.  "Who 
shall  have  so  served,*'  if  insertedj  will  aoaver 
the  gentleman^B  purpose. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  do  not  object  to  thtt  I 
will  modify  my  motion  by  inserting  in  liat 
eleven,  after  the  words  ''  United  States,"  the 
words  *^who  shall  have  served  three  jean,'' 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  do  not  see  any  objectioa 
to  that. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachnieits.  I  of» 
the  following  amendment : 

Add  to  seotion  twenty-vine  these  words : 
Bat  auoh  seaman  shall  for  all  porpoKiof  KOtv- 
tion  and  American  citisenship  be  deemed  laobiiKi 
the  filing  of  his  intention  to  become  such  ciiif6Q. 

Mr.  CONGER.    That  is  the  law  now. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  It  is  sot 
quite  tho  law,  except  so  far  as  the  lawb&s 
been  made  by  the  guns  of  American  sbip$. 
Martin  Kostza,  an  Austrian  Rubject,  who  bad 
declared  his  intention  to  become  an  Ameria& 
citizen,  was  found  on  board  an  American  sbip 
in  1852.  The  Austrian  authorities,  because 
he  was  an  Hungarian,  undertook  to  take  him 
from  the  deck  of  an  Americau  vessel 

Mr.  HOAR.  Had  he  given  formal  decica 
tions  of  his  intention? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachnsetta.  I  believe 
they  were  formal.  But  Captain  In|rsb&Or 
commanding  a  United  States  ship  of  war,  ia* 
terfered,  and  by  force  of  his  goos  took  posses- 
sion of  this  man,  and  protected  him  ts  && 
American  citizen. 

Now,  I  do  not  want  that  to  be  done  wiihou; 
warrant  of  law,  and  although  Mr.  Marcj  ^o* 
dicated  this  proceeding  in  one  of  the  able^ 
State  papers  ever  written,  yet  I  think  liym 
be  better  that  it  should  be  part  and  portion  ol 
the  law  for  the  protection  of  seamen  tbat  tbo«e 
seamen  who  have  declared  their  iotentioo  to 
become  citizens  of  the  United  Stales  iboDW 
have  the  same  standing  as  those  actoail/nAiB' 
ralized. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  section: 
Sec  31.  That  no  seaman  shiai  bj.any.iretpttt 


stipulation  in  any  agreement  ioooosistsnt  wit&  •bj 
provision  of  this  aot,  and  everj  stipulauoo  07*°l^ 
any  seaman  consents  to  abandon  bit  T\gai  vt 
wages  in  the  case  of  the  loss  of  the  ibip.  0'.^-*% 
don  any  right  which  he  may  have  or  obuin  u»  «»^ 
nature  of  s^klvage.  shall  be  if  hotly  mopemiT'- 

Mr.  WOOD. .  I  move  to  strike  out  that  ac- 
tion altogether.  I  think  the  gentleman  troo 
Michigan  will  see  that  while  it  is  designed  to 
correct  an  abuse  which  has  existed  to  som? 
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extont,  it  at  the  same  time  contains  a  doc- 
trine of  the  most  dangerous  character.  It 
denies  the  right  of  parties  to  settle  between 
themselves  any  claim.  It  says  that  by  no 
agreement  made  between  a  sailor  and  the 
owner  or  captain  shall  his  ri^ht  be  released 
from  the  reasel  or  cargo.  In  other  words,  a 
sailor  may  be  settled  with  to-day,  he  may  be 
paid  off,  and  may  sign  an  acquittance,  bat  he 
or  his  attorney,  who  may  be  some  pettifogging 
lawyer  lying  ronnd  in  wait  for  him,  may*  com- 
mence an  action  to-morrow  for  the  fecoTery 
of  money,  and  this  act  declares  in  advance 
his  original  settlement  shall  amount  to  noth- 
i&^.  1  submit,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  we  shoidd 
not  ettablisb  a  principle  of  that  kind  in  con* 
nection  with  this  bill. 

i  know  that  the  object  of  this  section  is  to 
prevent  the  lying  in  wait  for  sailors,  and  get- 
ting them  to  sign  papers  improvidently  alwn- 
dooing  their  rights.  Yet  that  evil  is  not  half  so 
great  as  the  evil  that  would  be  caused  by  legis- 
lation of  this  charaeter.  I  think  the  gentle- 
man from  Michigan  [Mr.  Gokobr]  milst  see 
that  we  should  not  tread  upon  ground  so 
dangerous  as  tbii  section  proposes. 

Mr.  CONQER.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  and  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
the  agreement  which  is  spoken  of  here  is  an 
agreement  with  reference  to  legal  rights  and 
legal  rights  only.  The  section  provides  that 
the  seaman  shall  not  by  any  such  agree- 
ment forfeit  his  lien  upon  the  ship,  which  is  a 
right  secured  to  him  by  the  laws  of  the  land. 
It  provides  that  he  shall  not  by  such  an 
agreement  *'be  deprived  of  any  remedy  for 
the  recovery  of  his  wages  to  which  he  would 
otherwise  have  been  entitled.  * '  That  is,  under 
the  law.    It  provides  further  that — 

Every  stipulfttion  in  aoy  asreoment  inconsistnit 
with  any  provisions  of  this  aet— 

That  is,  a  stipulation  to  set  aside  the  law 
which  should  protect  him — 

and  overy  stipulation  by  which  any  teaman  eon- 
Bonts  to  abandon  his  right  to  his  wages  in  the  OMe 
of  the  loss  of  the  ship- 
That  is  a  prospective  legal  right  which  the 
law  provides  for  and  which  he  may,  by  agree- 
ment beforehand,  consent  to  abandon-* 

or  to  abandon  any  right  which  he  may  have  or 
obtain  in  the  nature  of  salvage,  shall  be  wholly 
inoperative. 

Now,  this  section  is  very  carefully  prepared 
in  order  that  the  sailor  may  not  be  imposed 
upon  by  entering  into  an  agreement  by  which 
he  shall  be  deprived  of  a  right  which  the  law 
confers  upon  nim,  and  of  which  he  may  be 
entirely  ignorant  I  think  if  the  gentleman 
will  give  it  his  consideration  he  will  agree  with 
me  that  it  simply  stipulates  that  any  agree- 
ment made  to  set  aside  the  law  of  the  land  in 
this  or  in  any  other  law  should  be  null  and 
void. 

Mr.  WOOD.  The  language  of  the  section 
ie  not  susceptible  of  the  construction  which 
the  gentleman  has  put  upon  it. 

Mr.  CONGfiB.  I  submit  that  it  can  only 
apply  to  those  cases. 

Mr.  WOOD.  It  is  hard  both  upon  the  sea- 
man and  upon  the  owners.    It  provides  that — 

No  seaman  shall  by  any  agreement  forfeit  his  lien 
upon  the  ship  or  be  deprtved  of  any  remedy  for  the 
reoovery  of  his  wage«  to  which  he  woald  otherwise 
have  been  entitled;  and  every  stipulation  in  any 
agreement  ineonsistent  with  any  provision  of  this 
act,  and  every  stipalation  by  which  an^  seaman 
consents  to  abandon  his  right  to  his  wages  m  the  ease 
of  the  loss  of  the  ship,  or  to  abandon  any  right 
-which  he  may  have  or  obtun  in  the  nature  of  sal- 
vage, shall  be  wholly  inoperative. 

Now  let  me  suggest  a  case.  Suppose  yen 
own  a  ship  and  you  pay  off  your  men,  give 
them  their  wa^es  and  take  their  receipts, 
and  they  are  discharged,  and  suppose,  when 
that  ship  is  ready  to  sail,  it  is  cleared  at  the 
custom-house,  and  everything  is  ready  for  her 
voyage,  an  officer  comes  down  with  a  warrant 
in  a  case  of  the  claim  of  one  of  those  seamen. 
It  may  involve  but  a  small  amount  of  money, 
but  by  the  operation  of  this  bill  the  ship  may 
be  detained  in  the  harbor  for  an  indefinite 


period,  until  the  qnesiion  is  determined, 
although  the  owner  can  show  the  receipt  of 
the  seaman  that  he  has  been  paid. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GONOEB.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
last  word  of  the  section.  I  would  say  that  the 
twenty-seventh  section  provides  entirely  forthe 
security  of  the  masters  and  the  seamen  as  to 
the  settlement,  and  after  that  settlement  there 
can  be  no  right  to  enforce  such  a  lien.  I  sub- 
mit to  the  gentleman  that  it  is  very  carefully 
guarded,  and  is  an  important  section  of  the 
bill. 

-  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  '  I  desire 
to  move  an  amendment  to  that  section  by 
inseri^ng  after  the  word  '* agreement,'*  in  the 
fihA  line,  the  words  **  other  than  as  provided 
by  this  act.'' 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  think  that  would  obviate 
the  difficulty  to  some  extent. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  tu. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sic.  SB.  That  any  three  or  more  of  the  crew  of  any 
merchant  ship  of  the  United  States,  m  described  in 
seetlon  twelve  of  this  act,  may  complain  to  any 
ofieer  in  command  of  any  of  the  ships  of  the  United 
StatM  l7avy,  or  an/  American  consular  officer,  or 
any  8hipt>ing  commissioner,  or  any  chief  officer  of 
the  oastoms,  that  the  provisions  or  water  for  the 
nse  of  the  crew  are  at  any  time  of  bad  quality,  unfit 
for  use,  or  deficient  in  quantity:  such  officer  shall 
thereupon  examine  the  said  provisions  or  water,  or 
cause  them  to  be  examined,  and  if,  on  eKamination. 
such  provisions  or  water  are  found  to  be  of  bad 
quality  and  unfit  for  use,  or  be  deficient  in  quantity, 
the  person  making  such  examination  shall  signify 
the  same  in  writing  to  the  master  of  the  ship ;  and 
if  such  master  does  not  thereupon  provide  other 
proper  provisions  or  water,  where  the  same  can  be 
had,  in  lieu  of  any  so  signified  to  be  of  a  bsd  qual- 
ity, and  unfit  for  use,  or  does  not  jprocnre  the  requi- 
site quantity  of  any  so  signified  to  be  insufficient 
in  quantity  or  uses,  any  proviBions  or  water,  which 
have  been  ro  signified  as  aforesaid  to  be  of  bad  qual- 
ity and  unfit  for  use,  he  shall,  in  evec7  such  case, 
incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  $100;  and  upon  every 
such  examination  as  aforesaid,  the  officers  making 
or  directing  the  same  shall  enter  a  statement  of  the 
result  of  the  examination  in  the  log-book,  and  shall 
send  a  report  thereof  to  the  district  judge  of  the 
port  at  Which  such  vessel  is  to  arrive,  and  such 
report  shall  be  received  in  evidence  in  any  legal 
pniceedinga 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  amend  that  section  by  striking  out  in  line 
twenty- five  the  words  "to  arrive,  and  to  in- 
sert in  lieu  thereof  the  word  "  bound  ;*'  so  that 
it  shall  read,  *'  and  sball  send  a  report  thereof 
to  the  district  judge  of  the  port  at  which  such 
vessel  is  bound.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  then  read  the  next  section,  as 

follows : 

See.  37.  That  if  the  officer  to  whom  any  such  com- 
plaint as  aforesaid  is  made  certifies  in  such  state- 
ment, as  aforesaid,  that  there  was  no  reasonable 
ground  for  such  complaint,  each  of  the  parties  so 
complaining  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  to  the  master 
or  owner,  out  of  his  wages,  a  sum  not  exceeding  one 
week's  wages. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  strike  out  that  section  entirely. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  think  there  should  be 
some  restraint  on  sailors  to  prevent  them  from 
making  ^Ise  charges. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  Very 
well,  then ;  I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  40.  That  every  ship  belonging  to  a  citizen  or 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  as  described  in  section 
twelve  of  this  act.  shall  be  provided  with  a  chest  of 
medieines,  and  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  provisions, 
regulations,  and  penalties  which  are  therein  con- 
tained ;  and  every  sailing  ship  bound  on  a  voyage 
across  the  Atlantic  or  Pacific  ocean,  or  around  Cape 
Horn  or  the  Cape  of  €K>od  Hope,  shall  also  be  pro- 
vided with,  ana  cause  to  be  kept,  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  lime  or  lemon -juice,  and  also  sugar  and  vine- 
gar, or  other  anti-soorbntics,  as  Congress  may  sanc- 
tion, to  be  served  out  to  every  seaman  as  follows, 
that  is  to  say,  the  master  of  every  such  ship  as  last 
aforesaid  shall  serve  t  he  lime  or  lemon-j  uice,  or  other 
such  articles  aforesaid,  and  sugar  and  vinegar,  to 
the  crew,  within  ten  days  after  salt  provisions  have 
been  served  out  to  the  crew,  and  so  long  afterward 
as  snch  consumption  of  salt  provisions  continues, 
the  lime  or  lemon-juice  and  sugar  daily  at  the  rate 
of  half  an  ounce  of  each  per  day,  and  the  vinegMr 
weekly  at  the  rate  of  half  a  pint  per  week  for  each 
member  of  the  crew. 


Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
in  line  sixteen  to  insert  after  the  word  ''pro- 
visions,'' the  word  **only;"  so  that  it  will 
read,  ^'and  so  long  afterward  as  such  con- 
sumption of  salt  provisions  only  continues,  the 
lime  or  lemonjuice,"  &c. 

Mr.  CONGER.  They  may  put  in  a  little 
fresh  meat  so  as  to  avoid  the  law. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Well, 
that  is  all  that  is  required.  The  diflSculty  is 
this :  from  the  hour  they  leave  port,  salt  pro- 
visions are  served  every  day,  or  would  have  to 
be  if  the  fresh  provisions  give  out,  and  there 
is  no  danger  of  their  keeping  fresh  provisions 
too  long,  because  they  taint  and  become  bad. 
So  they  serve  out  the  fresh  provisions  as  long 
as  they  last  and  then  come  to  the  salt,  and  it 
is  only  then  that  there  is  danger  of  scurvy,  and 
it  is  then  that  the  men  want  Time-juice. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Well,  i>ttt  in  the  word 
"mainly"  instead  of  only.*' 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will 
accept  that  modification. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Seo.  42.  That  every  master  shall  keep  on  board 

S roper  weights  and  measures  for  the  purpose  of 
etermining  the  quantities  of  the  several  provisions 
and  articles  served  out^  and  shall  allow  the  same  to 
be  used  at  the  time  of  serving  out  such  provisions 
and  articles,  in  the  presence  of  a  witness,  whenever 
any  dispute  arises  about  such  quantities,  and  in 
default  shall,  for  every  offense,  incur  a  penalty  not 
exceeding  fifty  dollars. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  have  an  amendment  which 
should  have  been  offered  to  the  fortieth  section, 
bat  I  think  it  will  be  applicable  to  this  section. 
I  move  to  amend  the  section  just  read  by  add- 
ing to  it  the  following : 

And  every  vessel  bound  to  any  foreign  port  shall 
also  be  provided  with  at  least  one  smt  of  woolen 
clothing  for  each  seaman  for  wear  during  the  winter 
months;  and  every  such  vessel  shall  be  provided 
with  fViel  for  the  use  of  seamen  in  the  forecastle. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Does  the  gentleman  think  it 
necessarv  to  make  that  provision  ? 

Mr.  WOOD.  Hardl^  a  winter  passes  with- 
out some  vessel  arriving  from  Europe,  and 
even  from  the  West  Indies,  with  a  portion 
of  the  crew  frost-bitten,  if  not  seriously  injured 
for  life  by  the  cold  to  which  they  have  been 
exposed.  I  would  compel  the  ship-owner  to 
have  a  plain  common  suit  of  woolen  clothing 
for  the  use  of  poor  Jack  during  the  winter, 
and  to  keep  in  the  forecastle  a  stove  with  fuel 
to  warm  him  when  he  comes  down  from  his 
watch  on  deck. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Seo.  50.  That  in  oases  of  wages  or  effects  of  de- 
ceased seamen  or  apprentices  received  by  the  circuit 
courts,  to  which  no  claim  is  substantiated  within  six 
years  after  the  receipt  thereof  by  any  of  the  said 
courts,  it  shall  be  in  the  absolute  discretion  of  any 
of  such  courts,  if  any  subsequent  claim  is  made, 
either  to  allow  or  refaBo  the  same ;  and  each  of  the 
respective  courts  sball.  fVom  time  to  tlm«,  pay  any 
moneys  arising  from  the  unclaimed  wa^es  and 
effects  of  deceased  seamen,  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
such  court,  it  is  not  necessary  to  retain  for  the  pur- 
pose of  satisfying  claims,  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  which  moneys  shall  form  a  fund  for, 
and  be  appropriated  to,  the  relief  of  sick  and  dis- 
abled and  destitute  seamen  belonging  tothe  United 
States  merehant  marine  service. 

Mr.  WOOD.  It  is  evident  that  we  cannot 
finish  the  reading  of  this  bill  by  half  past  four 
o'clock,  at  which  time,  by  order  of  the  House, 
the  previous  question  will  be  operative.  I 
therefore  move  now,  that  I  may  oe  in  time, 
that  this  bill  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

Mr.  -CONGER.  The  order  of  the  House 
was  that  this  bill  should  be  considered  and 
read  bv  sections  until  half  past  four  o'clock 
to-day,'  when  the  previous  question  was  to  be 
considered  as  operating,  unless  previously 
ordered. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  would  suggest 
that  members  now  indicate  any  amendments 
they  desire  to  offer  to  any  section  of  this  bilL 

The  SPEAKER.  Because  the  previona 
question  is  to  be  operating  upon  this  bill  at 
half  past  four  o'clock,  that  does  not  neces- 
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Barily  preclade  tho  farther  reading  of  this  bill 
by  sections. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Then  I  hope  that  the  read- 
ing of  tho  bill  will  be  proceeoed  with. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  was  ander  the  impression 
that  the  order  of  the  House  as  reaji  by  the 
Clerk  at  the  commencement  of  the  consider- 
ation of  this  bill  to-day,  stated  that  at  half 
past  four  to-day  the  (previous  question  should 
be  operative  upon  this  bill.  If  so,  then  the 
motion  to  recommit  could  not  be  made  after 
that  time.  I  therefore  make  the  motion  now. 
before  it  shall  be  cut  off  by  the  operation  or 
the  previous  question. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  recommit 
is  now  in  order. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  order  of  the  House, 
as  I  understood  it,  was  that  this  bill  should  be 
made  the  special  order  for  to-day  at  half  past 
one  o'cIocK,  and  read  and  amended  section 
by  section  until  half  past  four  o'clock,  when 
Uie  previous  question  should  operate  upon  it, 
unless  previously  ordered. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  of  the  House, 
as  made  on  the  2l8t  of  March,  was  that  **  the 
further  consideration  of  this  bill  shall  be  post- 
poned until  April  4  next,  (to-day,)  and  made 
the  special  order  for  that  day  after  one  and  a 
half  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  theezclusion  of  all  other 
orders,  and  that  the  main  question  shall  be 
considered  as  ordered  at  the  hour  of  four  and 
a  half  o'clock  p.  m." 

Mr.  CONGEfR.  Does  not  the  order  further 
say  **  unless  previously  ordered?" 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not.  But  the 
order  does  not  preclude  the  House  from  pre* 
viously  ordering  the  main  question,  or  laying 
the  bill  on  the  table,  or  recommitting  it,  or 
postponing  it  to  a  day  certain,  or  postponing 
It  indefinitely,  or  agreeing  to  any  other  motion 
in  regard  to  it  that  may  be  parliamentary. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  reading;  of  the  bill  is 
nearly  completed ;  I  hope  we  will  be  allowed 
to  go  on  and  conclude  it. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  previous 
question,  as  provided  by  the  order  of  the 
House,  does  not  preclude  the  further  reading 
of  the  bill 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  if  insisted  upon. 
It  being  now  half  past  four  o'clock  the  pre- 
vious question  is  operative,  and  the  first  ques- 
tion must  be  upon  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  [Mr.  Wood,]  to  recom- 
mit the  bill. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  ex- 
press the  very  earnest  hope  that  we  may  finish 
this  bill  to-day.  We  have  not  been  able  to  go 
on  with  the  consideration  of  any  of  the  appro- 
priation bills  for  two  weeks  past. 

Mr.  COX.  There  is  no  pressing  necessity 
for  considering  them  to  the  exclusion  of  other 
business. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Senate  are 
now  beginning  to  send  back  to  us  the  appro- 
priation bills  we  have  already  passed.  I  only 
ask  that  we  may  sit  out  this  bill  to-night,  be- 
cause if  it  goes  over  it  will  interfere  with  the 
business  of  another  day.  I  therefore  insist  on 
the  regular  order. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  If  the  gentleman  will 
look  around  the  Hall  of  the  House  he  will  see 
that  there  is  no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  desire  that  my  position  in 
reference  to  this  bill  shall  be  distinctly  under- 
stood. The  bill,  in  my  view,  contains  some 
good  features,  while  at  the  same  time  many 
of  its  provisions  are  crude  and  badly  drafted. 
I  propose  that  it  shall  be  recommitted^  so  that 
it  mf^  hereafter  be  reported  again  and  passed 
in  better  shape  than  it  can  be  if  finally  acted 
on  now.  I  desire  that  the  sense  of  the  House 
shall  be  tested  on  the  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  desire  to  say,  in  reply  to 
the  sentleman  from  New  York,  that  this  bill 
has  had  the  most  careful  consideration  of  the 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  New 
York. 

Mr.  WOOD.    They  do  not  legislate  for  us. 

Mr.  CONGER.    And  it  has  also  had  the 


most  careful  consideration  of  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  of  the  present  Congress,  as  well 
as  of  the  same  committee  in  the  last  Congress. 

Mr.  WOOD.  We  ought  to  consider  it  our- 
selves. 

Mr.  POTTER.  If  this  bill  be  recommitted 
now,  it  cannot  be  passed  this  session.  A  re- 
commitment will  be  practically  the  end  of  it. 

Mr.  COX.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfibld]  to  say  that  vap- 
ous  appropriation  bills  have  come  back  from 
the  Senate,  and  that  therefore  there  is  an 
urgency  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  this 
bill.  I  would  like  to  know  what  appropriation 
bills  have  come  back  from  the  Senate? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial  appropriation  bill, 
covering  more  than  seventy  printed  pages, 
which  has  been  returned  with  numerous  amend- 
ments, is  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  of  this  House,  and  will 
speedily  be  reported. 

Mr.  COX.     It  is  not  yet  reported? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    No,  sir. 

Mr.  COX.  Then  it  is  not  ready  for  the 
action  of  the  House. ' 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  hope  that  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  [Mr. 
Garfield,  of  Ohio]  will  allow  this  bill,  which 
is  as  important  as  any  bill  of  which  he  can 

Eossibly  have  charge,  to  have  its  hearing  and 
e  passed  to-night. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  is  exactly 
what  I  desire.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  bill,  and 
I  wish  to  see  it  become  a  law.  We  have  to- 
day had  debate  upon  it  extending  over  two 
hours,  in  which  time  the  bill  might  have  been 
read  through. 

Mr.  KING.  I  move  that  the  House  now 
adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  is 
now  operating  on  this  bill.  The  first  question 
to  be  voted  on,  when  the  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missouri  [Mr.  Kivo]  is  disposed 
of,  will  be  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Wood]  to  recommit  the  bill. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  If  this  bill  be 
now  recommitted  it  will  be  the  last  we  shall 
hear  of  it.  The  Committee  on  Commerce 
during  the  last  Congress  spent  a  long  time  on 
this  bill,  and  the  same  committee  of  this  Con- 
gress has  also  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  upon 
it.  If  it  be  now  recommitted,  there  will  be 
no  chance  to  reach  it  again  this  session,  and 
all  the  labor  which  has  been  bestowed  upon 
the  measure  during  the  last  two  years  will 
be  lost. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  If  it  be  recommit- 
ted with  leave  to  report  it  back  at  any  time, 
can  it  not  come  up  again? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  There  are  so 
many  special  orders  that  if  the  bill  be  now  re- 
committed, it  is  lost ;  it  will  have  no  chance 
of  being  passed  at  this  session. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  call  for  the  regular 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  is  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Missouri, 
[Mr.  Kino.]  that  the  House  adjourn. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
motion,  there  were — ayes  49,  noes  75. 

So  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  suggest  whether  by  general 
consent  we  may  not  sit  here  and  let  this  bill 
be  read  through.  We  can  then  act  more  un- 
derstandiogly  upon  any  motion  affecting  it, 
including  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Wood.] 

There  are  some  sections  which  have  not  yet 
been  read  which  clearly  should  be  amended. 
Without  being  amended  some  of  us  would  not 
vote  for  the  bill  or  would  vote  for  it  reluctantly. 
It  will  take  but  little  time  to  go  on  and  finish 
the  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  WOOD.  It  is  evident,  when  there  are 
twenty  sections  yet  remaining,  and  some  of 
the  most  important  in  the  bill,  it  will  be  impos- 
sible to  read  and  properly  consider  them  this 
evening.     If  the  gentleman  will  move  to  post- 


pone it  to  this  day  week,  I  will  withdnt  a; 
proposition. 

Mr.  CONGER.    I  cannot  consent  to  it 

Mr.  TWICHELL.  I  demand  the  regsW 
order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regalu  order  of  biui 
ness  is  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ner 
York  to  recommit  the  bill  The  preriotts  qa» 
tion  is  now  operaiinjB^  by  order  of  the  Honte, 
and  the  gentleman  nom  Michi^,  [Mr.  Coi- 
GBR,]  who  reported  the  bill,  is  entitled  ton 
hour  for  debate. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  have  promised,  mppo!- 
ing  there  would  be  an  hour  for  debate,  to  jieli 
the  floor  to  some  gentlemen  for  the  purpose 
of  expressing  their  views  upon  this  question. 
and  in  justice  to  them,  if  possible,  I  mostKiil 
insist  on  sustaining  that  right.  Conld  Dottk 
discussion  be  had  after  the  vote  on  the  moun 
now  pending?  • 

The  SPEAKER.  It  could  not  if  the  bill  bi 
recommitted. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MaasachusetU.  h  it  it 
order  to  move  a  substitute  for  the  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  qwiini 
began  to  operate  at  half  part  four  o'clock. 
and  it  is  not  in  order  to  move  ao  smeDdmeci 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  submit  the  matter  to  t&e 
House  to  dispose  of  the  bill  as  it  deems  best 

The  <}ne8tion  was  taken  on  the  motion  to 
recommit  the  bill;  and  upon  a divisioQ  the» 
were — ayes  42,  noes  76 ;  no  qaomm  Toting. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Gokgebu^ 
Mr.  Wood  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellen 
reported — ^ayes  47,  noes  77. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  aoDOBoced. 

Mr.  WOOD  called  for  the  yeas  and  d&jb. 

Mr.  COX..  I  move  that  the  Hoase  dooof 
adjourn. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Should  the  House  now  adjosn 
will  not  this  be  the  first  business  in  order  in  the 
morning? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  basinesi  in  oitit' 
in  the  morning  will  be  the  qQeBtion  open  the 
call  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  for  tbc 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  recommil. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  moiioa 
to  adjourn ;  and  upon  adivisioa,  there  vere- 
ayes  60,  noes  72. 
'   So  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  t;. 

The  question  recurred  upon  ordering  the  jtti 
and  nay^on  the  motion  to  recommit  thepeod 
ing  bill ;  and  being  taken,  the  yeas  aod  Dt}i 
were  ordered. 

Mr.  HAY.  I  move  that  the  Honse  do  nor 
adioum. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  open  ft  diru- 
ion  there  were — ayes  66,  noes  76. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  aanooDCcd, 

Mr.  ELDREDGE  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Cosoa  a&d 
Mr.  Eldredoe  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  ullen 
reported — ayes  66,  noes  69. 

So  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  ta 

The  question  was  then  taken  apo°  ^r 
motion  to  recommit,  and  it  was  decided  » 
the  negative—yeas  48,  nays  65,  not  TOtiag 
112;  as  follows: 

YBAJ^-Meten.  Aokw.  Arthur.  Bell.  Bird.  Bra- 
ton.  Conner,  Cox.  CroeeUnd.  Davi*.  I)«Bwe.I)w* 
Eldredge.  GeU.  Haldoman.  ban€oek.H«odl^.tt^ 

Ker,  John  T.  harrie.  Heradon.  Hibbard.  Hjojr. 
tanson,  Marshall. McCleUaiul.MelDtyre.  ««>•«£• 
Merrick.  Beniamin  F.  Meyen.  Morcu.  £««;■": 
Parker,  fell  Perry,  Read.  Edward  Y.  R»ee,  WilU^ 

B.  Roberta  Shober.  Slater.  Swann,  Tenr  J«\*"*' 
Whitthome,  Wiocheeter,  Wood,  aBdJounc«j 

N AYS-Meesrs.  Ambler.  AverUK  Baeks.  Bjrbg 
Barry.  Beatty,  Be veridjre.  Bright  GeorwM.Bj»Jg 
Boffinton.  Barobard,  BenjamiD  r.BatIer.Bodei«t 
R.  Butler.  Coburn.  Cochlao.  Conifer.  CritoW; 
Crocker.  Dawee,  De  Large.  Bickey.  Bonwa.J^'W 
nell.  Eames,  Charlee  Poster.  Wilder  D.  Fortw. gij- 
fiel<f.  Griffitli.  Hale.  George  B.  Harris.  Ha«l«^ j^; 
Gerry  W.  Haielton.  Hoar,  Holman.  Keiley.  KeUJ 
am.  Kinjr,  Lamport,  Maynard.  McCrary,  f^^^^ 
McJaDkin.  Mercnr.  Merriam.  Monroe.  «".  ^ 
Myere,  Negley,  Orr.  Packard.  Packer,  Winer.  *^^ 

C.  ParkerTPeok.  Pendleton.  Potter.  Raiaey.bU^"- 
Roberts,  feask.  Sargent,  Sawyer.  Shanks.  ShelJ  JJ 
John  A.  Smith.  Sprague.  Starkweather.  ^e«JJ 
Steveneon.  Stoughton,  Stowell,  l^nf*  ^J*-^! 
Taffe,  ThomeA.  Dwight  Towniend.  Tnrntr.  I*^ 
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ell.    Tynor.   Upson.   Waldeii,    Waldron,  Wallaoe, 
Wells.  AVillard.  and  Williuna  of  Indiana-^fi. 

NOT  VOTING  —  Messrs.  Adams,  Ames.  Arober. 
BAmnm,  Beok.  Bigby.  Bifgs.  Binffham,  Austin 
Blair,  James  G.  Blair.  JBoles,  James  Brookis.  Buck- 
ley, Bardett,  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Carroll,  William 
T.  Clark.  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Comineo,  Cotton, 
Crebs,  Creely.  Darrall.  Dox,  Dnell,  Elliott.  Ely, 
Famsworth.  Farwell,  Finkelnburg,  Forker.  Henry 
D.  Foster.  Frye,  Qarrett,  Golladay,  Qoodrion,Hal- 
sey,  Hamoleton.  Hanks.  Harmer,  Havens.  Hays, 
John  W.  Haselton,  Hereford.  Hill,  Hooffhton.  Kel- 
loflTiT.  Kendall,  Kerr,  Killinger,  Kinsella.  Lamison. 
Lansing,  Leaob,  Lewis.  Lowe.  Lynch.  MoCormiok, 
McHeniy.  McKee.  McKinney.  Mitchell.  Moore, 
Morey,  Morphis.  Miblack.  Perce,  Aaron  F.  Perry. 
Peters,  Piatt.  Poland,  Portor,  Price,  Prindle.  Ran- 
dall, John  M.  Rice.  Ritchie.  Robinson,  Rogers, 
Roosevelt.  Scofield.  Seeley,  Sessions,  Shellabarger, 
Sher woody  Shoemaker.  Sloonm,  Sloss.  H.  Boardman 
Smith,  Worthington  C.  Smith,  Snapp.  Snyder.  R. 
Milton  Speer,  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Storm.  St.  John, 
Sutherland.  Washington  Townsond,  Van  Trump, 
Vangban,  Voorhees,  Waddell,  Wakeman,  Walls, 
Warren.  Wheeler,  Whiteley.  Williams  of  New 
York,  Jeremiah  H.  Wilson,  and  John  T.  Wil- 
son—112. 

So  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  not 

agreed  to. 

During  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  SLOGUM  said:  I  am  paired  on  this 
question  with  my  colleague,  Mr.  Bbooks,  who, 
it*  present,  woula  vote  in  the  affirmative,  and  I 
would  vote  in  the  negative. 

The  vote  was  then  annoanced  as  above 
recorded. 

Mr.  CONGER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  wliich  the  House  refused  to  recommit  the 
bill ;  and  also  moved  that  Uie  motion  to  recon- 
sider be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  move  that  the  House  now 
adjourn. 

MBS8A0B  VROM  THB  PRB8IDBNT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Pobteb,  one  of 
his  seciretaries,  notifying  the  House  that  he 
had  approved  and  signed  bills  of  the  House 
of  the  following  titles : 

An  act  (H.  11.  No.  186)  to  authorize  the 
President  to  appoint  Gkorge  Plunkett  a  pay- 
master in  the  Kavy ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  166)  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  ''An  act  to  authorize  protection  to  be 
given  to  citizens  of  the  United  States  who  may 
discover  deposits  of  guano,''  approved  August 
10,  1866 ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1049)  to  establish  a  port 
of  entry  and  delivery  at  the  city  of  Pittsburg, 
Pennsylvania; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  2048)  authorizing  an 
American  register  to  the  Dutch  bark  Alice 
Tarltoo ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  2047)  to  provide  for  the 
extending  and  transfer. of  two  small  parcels 
of  land  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri ;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  2114)  granting  a  pension 
to  Margaret  Nyce. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Comoer  was  agreed  to } 
and  accordingly  (at  five  o'clock,  p.  m.)  the 
House  adjourned. 

PBTiTiONS,  arc. 

The  following  petitions,  &c. ,  were  presented 
nn<2er  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  ARCHER:  The  petition  of  Mrs. 
Maria  L.  Craven,  widowof  Commander  Craven, 
for  increase  of  pension. 

By  Mr.  BANKS:  The  memorial  of  Mrs. 
Sidney  A.  Harrison,  of  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, widow  of  Thomas  Harrison,  who  served 
as  major  in  the  war  of  1812,  praying  that  the 
pension  granted  to  her  husband  may  be  paid 
to  hersel£ 

By  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee:  The  peti- 
tion of  Jane  Dykes,  of  Tennessee,  for  a  pen- 
sion. 

By  Mr.  HARPER:  The  petition  of  Robert 
B.  Vance,^  of  Buncombe  countpTj  North  Car- 
olina^  asking  the  removal  of  his  political  dis- 
abilities. 

By  Mr.  McJUNKIN :  The  petition  of  Mrs. 
Bbdda  Lowry,  of  Freeport,  Pennsyl?aniai 


the  dependent  mother  of  W.  G.  Lowrv  and 
Alexander  Lowrv,  late  soldiers  in  the  Union 
Army,  and  who  died  in  the  military  service  of 
the  United  States,  praying  the  passage  of  an 
act  increasing  her  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  H.  W.  Grant,  W.  D. 
Lowther,  John  Turner,  and  47  others,  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  passage  of  an 
act  increasing  thepension  of  Rhoda Lowry. 

By  Mr.  MOORE:  The  petition  of  Nancy  A. 
Lawrence,  of  Danville,  lUinois,  asking  a  pen- 
sion as  the  widow  of  George  Lawrence,  late 
of  company  D,  twenty-seventh  regiment  Mis- 
souri volunteers. 

By  Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS:  The  memorial  of 
0.  A.  Allen  and  86  others,  in  fieivor  of  free  lead. 

By  Mr.  8PRAGUB:  The  petition  of  Hon. 
E.  H.  Moore  and  164  others,  citizens  of 
Athens,  Ohio,  pra^ng  the  passage  of  House 
bill  No.  1788,  a  bill  allowihg  totally  and  par- 
tial Ijr  disabled  soldiers  and  seamen  increased 
pensions. 

By  Mr.  WILLARD :  The  petitions  of  Rev. 
Aldace  Walker  and  41  others,  of  Wallingford, 
Vermont,  and  of  H.  M.  Pierce  and  29  others, 
of  Montpelier,  Vermont,  praying  the  passage 
of  House  bill  No.  1788. 


IN  SENATE. 
Friday,  Apnl  6,  1872. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 

MAK,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  vcsterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

HOUSE  BILL  RMFKRRBD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2189)  to  relieve  certain 
persons  therein  named  from  their  political 
disabilides,  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and 
referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

RIUBKN   B.   HATCH. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  the  following  letter,  which  was  read : 

Tbiasubt  Dxpartubvt. 
WASHivoTOir,  D.  0.,  ApriiB,  1872. 

Sib  :  By  a  resolution  of  the  Senate,  adopted  on  tbe 
28th  of  March  lost,  the  Seeretarv  of  tbe  Treasury 
was  '*  directed  to  transmit  to  the  Senate  the  papers, 
or  offieial  oopies  of  the  same,  relatioK  to  the  final 
settlement  of  the  aoconnt  of  Reuben  B.  Hatch,  late 
quartermaster  in  the  United  States  volunteer  ser- 
vice during  the  late  rebellion,  for  the  purpose  of 
having  them  examined  before  and  in  preeenoe  of 
some  proper  committee,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining 
the  value  of  the  services  performed  by  the  agent  in 
settling  up  the  accounts.'' 

In  obedience  to  the  resolution,  I  transmit  the  ori- 
ginal papers  in  the  case  referred  to.  numbering  in 
all  twenty-nine  hundred  and  fifty-nine.  -It  may  be 
proper  for  me  to  mention  that  the  attorney  repre- 
senting the  estate  of  Mr.  Hatch  asked  me  to  allow 
two  experts  to  examine  the  papers  for  the  purpose  of 
obtaining  from  them  an  opinion  as  to  the  value  of 
the  services  performed  by  an  attorney  employed  by 
Mr.  Hatch  to  settle  his  accounts  at  the  Department. 
This  request  was  deciined  by  me;  but  apon  a  further 
presentation  of  the  case  I  proposed  to  select,  or  allow 
the  attorney  of  Mr.  Hatch's  estate  to  select,  two 
clerks  or  officers  of  the  Department  who  should  be 
directed  to  examine  the  papers  for  the  purpose  of 
forming  an  opinion  of  the  value  of  the  services  of 
Mr.  Hatch's  former  agent,  with  the  understanding 
that  their  testimony  might  be  used  if  reqnired.  This 
proposition  appears  to  have  been  declined. 

It  has  been  the  practice  of  tbe  Department  for  a 
long  time  to  deny  to  persons  not  eonnected  with  the 
Government,  access  to  records  and  papers,  especially 
to  those  containing  information  on  which  claims 
against  the  Qovemment  might  be  based.  There  are 
peculiar  reasons  why  this  i>ractice  should  not  be  ob- 
served in  regard  to  papers  in  the  office  of  the  Third 
Auditor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

GBO.  S.  BOUTWELL,  Seeretary. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  asked  that  these  papers  be 
sent  here  for  the  reason  stated  in  toe  Secre- 
tary's letter.  I  do  not  recollect,  however,  the 
exact  proposition  which  he  states  to  have  been 
made.  There  was  a  proposition  to  have  them 
examined  by  attorneys,  and  I  will  state  the 
object  of  that  The  attorneys  of  Quincy,  Illi- 
nois, asked  that  they  be  permitted  to  have  two 
attorneys  in  the  District  of  Columbia  exam- 
ine the  papers  and  ascertain  the  value  of  the 
services  of  the  claim  agent  who  is  prosecuting 
a  suit  against  the  widow  of  R.  B.  Hatch  for 


$6,000  for  settling  this  claim.  They  thought 
this  sum  exorbitant,  and  I  asked  that  this 
examination  be  allowed  to  be  made,  but  it 
was  refused  unless  the  examination  could  be 
made  by  clerks  of  the  Department,  and  they 
made  witnesses.  I  did  not  think  it  was  proper 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  select 
witnesses  for  anybody.  Hence,  I  introdoced 
a  resolution,  when  the  Department  refo^ed  to 
allow  the  papers  to  be  examined  before  the 
Auditor  in  this  way,  calling  for  the  papers  for 
the  purpose  of  havmg  them  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee here  that  they  might  be* examined.  I 
now  ask  that  this  communication,  with  the 
papers,  be  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  with  instructions  that  they  permit 
two  attorneys,  not  claim  agents,  but  two  attor- 
neys, or  whatever  number  may  be  suggested, 
to  examine  them  in  the  presence  of  one  of 
the  committee,  or  in  such  other  way  as  they 
may  decide  upon,  so  that  these  attorneys  can 
form  an  opinion  as  to  the  value  of  the  services. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would 
suggest  to  the  Senator  that  if  the  papers  were 
in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to  be  examined 
in  his  presence,  or  that  of  one  of  his  assistants, 
the  object  would  be  accomplished. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Very  well ;  I  have  no  objec- 
tion to  that  suggestion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  that  will  meet 
the  Senator's  views  as  well,  that  order  will  be 
made. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Certainly;  my  only  object 
was  to  secure  an  examination. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  papers  are 
quite  voluminous.  They  will  be  kept  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  to  be 
returned,  after  examination,  to  the  Treasury 
Department. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     Certainly. 

BRITISH  LIGHT  DUBS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  pre- 
sents a  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  in  response  to  a  resolution 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Oregon,  [Mr. 
CoBBETT,  j  which  is  very  brief,  and  will  be 
reported  lo  full. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Tb  the  Senate  of  the  United  Statee  : 

In  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the 
18th  of  January  last,  relating  to  British  light-house 
dues,  I  transmit  herewith  a  report  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  and  the  doouments  which  accom- 
panied it.  u.  g,  GRANT. 

Washington,  April  2, 1872. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CORBETT,  the  message 
and  accompanying  papers  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PBOFS880B  8.  V.  B.  IIOBSS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 

Senate    the  following  concurrent  resolution 

from  tbe  House  of  Representatives : 

Be  it  reeolved,  Ae.,  That  the  Federal  Gongren  has 
heard  with  profound  resret  of  the  demise  of  Pro- 
fessor 8.  F.  B.  Morse.  His  fame  is  not  merely  na- 
tional or  American,  but  world-wide.  His  distin- 
guished and  varied  abilities  have  contributed  more 
than  those  of  any  other  intellect  of  our  generation 
to  the  development  and  progress  of  the  practical 
arts.    Uis  invention  of  the  electro-magnetic   tele- 

graph,  which  was  at  first  received  with  incredulity 
y  the  people,  and  with  tbe  meager  favor,  if  not 
distrust  of  Congress,  has  during  bis  life  attained  an 
eminence  wbion,  so  long  as  human  thought  is  dis- 
seminated by  the  lightning,  will  form  an  ever-grow- 
ing tribute  and  enduring  monument  to  his  fame. 
Wnile  bis  name  will  be  forever  associated  with  those 
of  Oottenberg,  Watt,  Fulton,  and  others,  who  made 
science  useful,  benign,  and  civilising,  his  purity  of 
private  life,  bis  loftiness  of  soientifio  aim.  and  his 
resolute  faith  in  truth,  render  it  eminently  proper 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  and  the  Sen- 
ators of  the  States  should  solemnly  testify  to  his 
worth  and  greatness. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution 
is  before  the  Senate,  and  the  question  arising 
under  the  parliamentary  law  is  on'concurrence. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  think  the  resolution  had 
better  lie  over  for  a  day  and  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  moves  that  the  resolution  tbe 
printed,  and  lie  on  tbe  table  for  the  present. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 
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OBDBR  OF  BUSINESS. 
Mr.  STEWART.     I  wish  to  give  notice  that 
as  soon  as  the  morning  business  is  concladed 
I  shall  move  to  take  up  the  coal-land  bill. 

PETITIONS  AND  MBMOIUALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
relaUng  to  the  transfer  of  the  public  lands  of 
the  united  States  to  corporations ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  communication  from 
the  board  qf  canvassers  appointed  by  a  pro- 
vision of  the  constitution  of  the  proposed 
Slate  of  Desereti  transmitting  an  abstract  of 
returns  of  an  election  held  in  Utah  Territory 
on  March  18,  1872,  for  the  purpose  of  votiue 
for  or  against  the  constitution  of  the  proposea 
State  of  Deseret ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  the  petition  of  James 
Barbour,  of  Culpeper,  Virginia,  ijrajing  the 
removal  of  his  political  disabilities;  which 
was  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  present  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying  the  res- 
toration of  a  laud  grant  to  the  Gulf  and  Ship 
Island  Railroad  Company.  This  is  no  new 
proposition.  The  grant  was  made  in  times 
past  to  that  road  of  the  lands  along  the  line  of 
the  road,  but  by  reason  of  the  revolution  the 
grant  lapsed.  The  Legislature  of  Mississippi 
now  ask  Congress  to  extend  the  period  for  the 
construction  of  the  road  and  to  restore^  the 
grant  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ALCORN  presented  the  petition  of 
Simon  R.  Spri^ht,  praying  the  removal  of  his 
political  disabilities;  which  was  referred  to 
the  select  Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Polit- 
ical Disabilities. 

Mr.  WINDOM  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  late  soldiers  in 
the  United  States  Army,  pra^ring  the  passage 
of  a  law  at  an  early  day  making  an  equitable 
equalization  of  the  bounties  of  all  soldiers, 
sailors,  and  marines  who  served  honorably 
and  faithfully  during  any  period  of  the  war ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  presented  a  peti- 
tion of  citizens  of  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  repre- 
senting that  a  desolating  famine  exists  in  many 
districts  of  the  Persian  nation,  and  praying 
Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may 
think  best  to  bring  the  subject  before  the  pub- 
lic mind,  a'nd  provide  ways  and  means  for  col- 
lecting and  disbursing  the  charities  of  the 
benevolent  who  may  wish  to  remember  them 
in  their  adversi^ ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  memorial  of  W. 
L.  Groat,  of  Lexington,  Massachusetts,  remon- 
strating against  the  extension  of  the  patent  of 
A.  B.  Wilson  for  a  feeding  motion  to  sewing 
machines;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  patents. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  the  memo- 
rial of  the  Liberal  Land  League  of  Kansas,  an 
organization  composed  of  actual  settlers  upon 
the  Cherokee  neutral  lands,  signed  by  their 
president,  vice  president,  treasurer,  secretary, 
and  doorkeeper,  in  which  they  call  attention 
to  Senate  bill  668,  for  the  relief  of  the  actual 
settlers  upon  the  Cherokee  neutral  lands  in 
the  State  of  Kansas,  and  state  that  the  pre- 
amble of  that  bill  clearly  and  briefly  states  the 
tme  histor^r  of  their  case.  I  move  the  refer- 
ence of  this  memorial  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE«  I  present  a  memorial,  or  rather 
resolutions,  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
the  city  of  San  Francisco,  relating  to  com- 
merce on  the  Pacific  ocean. 


Mr.  POMEROY.  They  eannot  telegraph  a 
memorial. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  that  these  resolutions  be 
printed  in  the  Globe. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  They  are  reso- 
lotions  affecting  a  public  matter,  apparently, 
and  if  there  be  no  objection  they  will  be 
ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Globe. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows : 

Sav  Fbavcisco.  April  4, 1872. 

The  Chamber  of  Commeroe  held  a  meeting  to-day, 
at  which  the  following  was  adopted  ananimously : 

The  inereaaing  olaiow  of  commeroe  upon  the  Paoiflo 
ocean,  the  opening  of  more  friendly  interooorae  with 
the  ooantriea  bordering  thereon,  and  larger  faoili- 
'  ties  for  the  transportation  of  passengers  and  freight 
to  the  Atlantic  sea-board,  reqaire  permanent  lines 
of  firet-clasa  steamships,  under  more  liberal  patron- 
age of  the  Government,  from  San  Francisco  to  China 
and  Japan;  as  also  to  the  British  colonies  of  Aus- 
tralia and  New  Zealand ;  that  the  eaooaro^ement  of 
those  two  lines  of  steamers  by  Congress,semi-monthly 
to  China  and  Japan  and  monthly  to  the  Australian 
and  Mew  Zealand  colonies,  is  a  matter  of  rital  im- 
portance to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  inas- 
maoh  as  it  would  undoubtedly  resalt  in  diverting  a 
large  portion  of  the  trade  and  intercourse  with  most 
of  the  countries  and  productive  islands  of  the  Paeiflp 
ocean  from  the  time-worn  routes,  ria  the  Capo  of 
Good  Hope  or  the  Isthmus  of  Suei,  to  the  American 
continent.  ,       .     , 

That  in  the  opinion  of  this  Ohamber  it  should  be 
equally  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  foster  inter- 
coarse  by  sea  as  well  as  by  land,  and  to  grant  reason- 
able subsidies  to  the  lines  of  moil  steamers,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  foreign  commerce  to  our  own 
shores,  as  well  as  to  extend  assistance  to  lines  of 
railroad  for  the  purpose  of  facilitatini^  and  develop- 
ing internal  communication.  That  it  is  the  earnest 
prayer  of  this  chamber  that  Congress  should  extend 
snoh  assistance  to  steamers  plying  between  this  port 
and  Japan  as  will  enable  them  to  secure  permanently 
the  vast  advantages  of  trade  between  these  coun- 
tries by  the  establishment  of  a  semi-monthly  line ; 
and  also  by  such  other  assistance  to  steamers  pbrinff 
between  this  port  and  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
as  will  promote  the  important  and  increasing  inter- 
course with  these  rich  and  rapidly  developing  coun- 
tries. 

The  following  also  passed  the  senate  and  assembly 
of  California  April  I : 

Rekolv^dy  We  do  hereby  earnestly  solicit  Congress 
to  grant  a  semi-monthly  serrioe  and  an  annual 
subsidy  of  9h000.00u  in  aid  thereof,  and  do  hereby 
instruct  our  Senators  and  request  our  Representa- 
tives in  the  United  States  Congress  to  use  their  best 
endeavors  to  procure  the  passage  of  a  Federal  statute 
effeeting  these  ohieets. 

Mr.  SPENCER  presented  the  petition  of 
Littleton  Crabtree,  of  Mobile,  Alabama,  pray- 
ing the  removal  of  his  political  disabilities ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  select  Committee 
on  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  CORBETT  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Oregon,  praying  that  any  law  repealing 
the  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee  may  not  take 
effect  until  at  least  ninety  days  after  its  enact- 
ment; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  engaged  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  earthenware,  stoneware,  &c.,  re- 
monstrating against  the  proposed  reduction 
of  the  duty  on  earthenware  and  stoneware  ; 
also  praying  the  enactment  of  a  law  imposing 
a  specific  duty  of  seven  dollars  per  ton  on  all 
foreign  earthenware,  stoneware,  clay  drain  or 
sewer-pipes,  and  chimney-ffues,  and  a  duty  of 
nine  dollars  per  ton  on  the  bends,  branches, 
and  other  fittings  of  such  pipes  and  flues,  ana 
a  duty  of  ten  dollars  per  ton  on  all  foreign 
clay  chimney-tops ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Pennsylvania,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  praying  legislation  to  give 
all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  served 
honorably  and  were  discharged  after  such 
service,  and  their  heirs,  if  deceased,  $8  88} 
per  month  for  the  time  served,  deducting  Gov- 
ernment bounty  heretofore  paid  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afflairs. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  presented  three  memo- 
rials of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  remon- 
strating against  the  extension  of  patents  of 
Allen  B.  Wilson  for  improvements  in  sewing- 
machines  ]  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Memphis  and  Little  Rock  Railroad  Com- 


Smy  and  the  Little  Rock  and  Fort  Soit^ 
ailroad  Compan;^,  asking  legislatJon  appnr 
ing  the  construction  of  a  bridge  acrog*  iLi 
Arkansas  river ;  whieh  was  refsmA  to  i^* 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Rosdt 

PAPERS  IVITHDaAWN  AND  aSFBRSBD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  PRATT,  it  vai 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  peeen  of  Ihnd 
L.  Wriibt  be  taken  from  the  files  of  tat  SeoiUaii 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claima 

8ITTLER8  IN  IOWA. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Committee ooPablic 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  biII(H.R. 
No.  590)  for  the  relief  of  certain  icttten  oa 
the  public  lands  in  Iowa  under  the  prorisoBi 
of  the  homestead  laws,  have  bad  the  sv» 
under  consideration,  and  have  directed  ■- 
to  report  it  back  without  amendmeDt,  ai  '^ 
recommend  its  passage. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  For  the  first  time,  1  W 
lieve,  since  I  have  bad  a  seat  ia  this  bod;.  I 
ask  that  that  bill  be  put  on  its  passage  at  tli- 
time.  It  was  reported  upon  fayor&bl;  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  paiied  M 
body,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oo  Pu 
lie  Lands  here,  and  has  now  been  repon^i 
favorably  by  that  committee. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  would  have  asked  for 
its  present  consideration  at  the  reqaest  of 'iIk 
Senator,  but  for  the  fact  that  it  coouios  a  Ioe^ 
list  of  names  of  the  parties  benefited  bj  ii, 
which  it  would  take  some  time  to  read. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  They  can  be  omitted  t 
the  reading. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  the  names  are  omittK 
it  will  occupy  but  a  few  moments;  butif  tfc: 
names  are  read,  it  will  take  some  time. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  There  is  no  neceasiijfer 
reading  those  names  at  all. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  ThoSenatofdou 
Iowa  asks  that  the  bill  just  report«d  bjt^ 
Senator  from  Kansas  favorably  from  tbeCoa 
mittee  on  Public  Lands  may  be  conaidcicd&i 
the  present  time.  Is  there  objection?  It«ii1 
be  taken  up  subject  to  a  demand  for  the  r^ 
ular  order  if  it  should  give  rise  todebiiejr 
occupy  too  much  time. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  ask  that  the  naaei  b- 
omitted  in  the  reading.  There  is  no  occoatj 
for  reading  them. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  ijf»?an 
to  be  no  particular  legislation  in  the  UU  oar 
ting  the  names,  excepting  thecoscMiigptn 
graph  of  the  bill.  . 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Theooncludiiigpirtli^^ 
contains  all  the  legislation  that  there  ii  n  tlie 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  tbew  be  na 
objection,  the  list  of  names  will  be  omitted  b 
the  reading,  and  only  the  first  and  the  cod 
eluding  portions  of  the  bill  will  be  read. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wiol«^ 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  o^' 
for  the  relief  of  certain  settlers  os  thejjibtK 
lands  in  Iowa  under  the  provisioM  of  tn^ 
homestead  laws.  ,  , 

Mr.  POMEROY.  These  settlers  settled  ?r 
land  that  was  supposed  to  be  within  ibe  haul? 
of  a  railroad  grant,  and  the  lands  werewiift- 
drawn  from  market ;  but  when  the  road  cani* 
to  be  actually  located,  these  lands  were  foflnji 
to  be  outside  the  limits  of  the  grant,  wfl- 
therefore,  although  their  entries  *»>"**'•, 
canceled,  in  equity  they  ought  to  ha»e  theo^ 
for  they  are  equitably  entitled  to  them-  laere 
were  thirty  days  allowed  for  these  ^^^^r] 
restored,  and,  technically  speaking,  Ihey  ^ 
their  entry  within  the  thirty  daj"*'  Jre 
thirty  days  sooner  than  they  ought  to  na^ 
done  it,  so  that  the  relief  they  asked  for  ntJ» 
be  given  by  Congress.  .  ,l. 

Mr.   WINDOM.    They  have  been  on  la- 

land  all  the  time.  ^    ,  .  .-. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  lss«  Pj^ 

graph  of  the  bill  will  be  reported,  which  con 

tains  the  legislatioi?. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  foUows : 
2/«  it  enacfeii,  *o.»  That  the  homestead  aPPgJJ 

Uons  of  the  Mowing  persons,  made  at  w 
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»ffieo  at  SioQZ  Olty.  Iowa,  to  entnr.aiMlw  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  homestsad  laws,  the  following  landB 
lesirnated  herein  by  the  namber  of  entry,  date, 
and  name  of  applieant,  with  deeoription  of  land«, 
namely : 

[TheD  follows  A  description  of  the  lands, 
witli  the  name  of  each  party  entering.] 

Be.  and  the  tame  are  hereby,  declared  valid  and 
of  as  fall  force  ae  if  said  applioatioos  bad  been  made 
subseaaent  to  Jnly  6.  A.  D.  1870.  sahieet  to  the 
provisions  and  limitations  of  the  homesteads  laws : 
Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  pri^udioe  any 
adverse  <^aim  to  any  of  said  lands  existing  at  the 
timee  said  homesteaa  applications  were  made :  And 
prxnfided  further.  That  no  question  arising  ontof  any 
change  or  proposed  change  of  the  line  of  any  railroad 
company  or  toe  limits  of  its  la^d  grant,  shall  beeon- 
Btzned  as  affeoted  by  the  passage  of  this  aoU 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  shoold  like  to  in- 
quire of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Pablic  Lands  whether  that  section  does  not  go 
a  great  way  beyond  what  he  says  he  wants  to 
accomplish?  1  understand  that  this  makes  the 
entries  valid,  whether  they  conformed  to  the 
law  in  any  other  respect  or  not. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  is  no  law  for  them 
to  conform  to  except  the  homestead  law.  This 
requires  them  to  conform  to  that  law. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  understand  that  it 
says  the  entries  shall  be  valid  as  though  they 
bad  been  in  accordance  with  the  act ;  in  other 
words,  whether  they  complied  with  the  act  or 
not. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    They  complied  with  the 
act,  but  their  entry  was  not  according  to  law. 
Their  entry  was  about  thirty  days  too  soon. 
Mr.  CARPENTER.     Let  it  be  reported. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  last  clause  of  the 
bill. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered 
to  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

PORTLAND,  DALLK8,  BTO.,  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2124)  granting  the  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands  for  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  Great  Salt  Lake  to 'Portland, 
Oregon,  have  instructed  me  to  report  it  bacK 
without  amendment.  This  is  a  bill  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  yesterda^r  on  the  vote 
of  the  Senate.  They  now  report  it  back  and 
recommend  its  passage. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  ask  for  the  present  con- 
sideration of  that  bill,  from  the  fact  that  there 
is  a  bridge  to  be  built  in  connection  with  the 
road  across  the  Willamette  river,  which  the 
city  of  Portland  has  control  of,  and  it  has  ex- 
tended the  right  to  this  corporation  to  build 
this  bridge  for  thirty  days  longer  and  file  their 

glaus,  and  it  is  necessary  that  the  bill  should 
e  put  on  its  passage  at  this  time. 

Mr.  STEWART.  1  wish  to  state  my  objec- 
tions. I  do  not  think  I  ever  have  in  the  Sen- 
ate objeeted  to  granting  unanimous  consent 
for  the  consideration  of  a  bill,  but  I  find  that 
that  rale  will  not  work,  because  anything  I 
attempt  to  get  up  is  objected  to.  I  have  tried 
for  a  week  or  ten  days  to  get  a  vote  on  the  coal- 
land  bill.  Now,  I  give  notice  that  until  that  rale 
works  a  little  more  uniformly  I  shall  object  to 
everything  until  I  can  get  a  chance  to  make  a 
motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
must  remain  in  his  seat  to  object,  as  the  Chair 
cannot  consider  an  objection  continuing  if  he 
leaves  the  Senate  Chamber. 

Mr.  STEWART.    I  shall  rise  to  object. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Do  1  understand  that  the 
Senator  from  Nevada  objects  to  the  consider- 
ation of  this  bill? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
be  did  decidedly. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  cannot  be 
done du ri ng  the  morning  business.  The  mara- 
ing  business  is  still  pending. 


Mr.  CORBETT.  I  hope  the  objection  will 
be  withdrawn. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Reports  of  com- 
mittees are  in  order. 

Mr.  STEWART.  WelM  cannot  afford  to  do 
a  mean  thiuK.     I  ask  to  have  the  bill  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bUl  will  be 
read  for  information,  after  which  it  will  be 
subject  to  objection. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  biU  (H.  R.  No. 
2124)  and  it  was  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  want  to  obstract 
the  passage  of  this  bill ;  but  it  seems  to  me 
that  the  terminus  is  pretty  wide ;  a  pretty  wide 
range  is  allowed.  From  Green  river  to  the 
Central  Pacific,  I  understand,  is  two  hundred 
miles,  and  they  may  strike  the  Central  Pacific 
at  any  point  they  please,  so  that  the  route  is 
entirely  indefinite.  It  is  true  the  bill  makes 
no  land  grant,  but  it  limits  no  time  within 
which  the  road  shall  be  commenced. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Oh  yes,  within  two  years. 

Mr.  STEWART.  This  is  a  roving  commis- 
sion to  the  corporation.  Several  bills  are 
before  the  Pacific  Railroad  Committee,  grant- 
ing the  right  of  way  to  build  railroads.  We 
are  in  favor  of  granting  the  right  of  way  to 
anybody  that  will  buila  a  road ;  but  in  those 
bills  we  require  them  to  build  from  twentgr  to 
twenty-five  miles  a  year.  Perhaps  that  is  a 
larger  amount  than  ought  to  be  required  here; 
but  there  should  be  sufficient  to  show  that  they 
are  in  earnest  about  it.  Then  we  have  re- 
quired them  to  locate  their  route  within  some 
reasonable  time.  In  those  cases  we  were  par- 
ticular to  have  some  guards  about  it. 

Now,  there  is  starting  off  from  the  railroad 
some  two  or  three  othor  proposed  railroads 
running  north  within  this  swinging  end.  It 
seems  to  me  that  would  be  very  loose  legisla- 
tion. It  will  be  a  franchise  that  can  be  put 
down  on  anybody  that  attempts  to  build  a 
road  for  two  hundred  miles  north  in  any 
direction.  It  seems  to  me  it  might  be  amended 
so  as  to  confine  it  nearer  and  require  the  road 
to  be  located  and  require  something  to  be 
done  so  that  it  shall  not  be  regarded  as  a  mere 
franchise  to  be  handled. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  They  wish  to  strike  the 
nearest  point  on  the  railroad,  and  they  desire 
to  commence  the  construction  of  the  bridge 
across  the  Willamette  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  therefore  it  is  important  that  the  bill 
should  pass  at  this  time.  I  hope  the  Senator 
will  not  object. 

Mr.  STEWART.  We  have  a  bi)l  before 
the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  for  a 
road  running  up  Bear  valley,  that  is  included 
in  this  swinging  franchise.  There  have  been 
other  railroad  bills  introduced  for  roads  run- 
ning north  which  would  be  included  within 
this  limit.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  no 
pressing  necessity  to  pass  a  bill  where  you 
cannot  determine  the  terminus  within  two 
hundred  miles.  It  seems  to  me  some  point 
more  definite  than  two  hundred  miles  might 
have  been  designated  by  this  length  of  time. 
The  bill  has  been  pending  so  long  that  they 
ought  to  guess  nearer  than  two  hundred  miles 
where  the  road  shall  come  out. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator move  aov  amendment? 

Mr.  STEVVART.  No ;  I  merely  make  this 
suggestion.  I  do  not  propoMie  to  offer  further 
opposition  to  the  bill.  I  think  the  bill  is  too 
vague,  and  I  think  the  Senators  themselves 
ought  to  amend  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Oregon,  I  am  sure,  would  not  like  to 
press  the  bill  without  having  it  as  perfect  as 
It  can  be.  In  the  first  place,  the  intimation 
of  the  Senator  from  Nevada  is  entirely  cor- 
rect ;  there  ought  to  be  some  limitation  of  time 
when  this  bill  is  to  operate.  If  the  parties  do 
not  undertake  to  build  the  road  within  the 
specified  time  it  ought  to  be  fixed  so  that  others 
can. 


Mr.  POMEROY.  They  have  to  definitely 
locate  their  road  within  three  years.  It  is  a 
mountainous  country,  and  it  will  take  two 
years  to  survey  and  designate  that  length  of 
road. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  There  should 
be  some  time  fixed  within  which  to  complete  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  They  have  got  to  com- 
plete it  within  ten  years  and  locate  it  de^uitely 
within  three  years. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  amount 
of  forty  acres  wherever  they  choose  for  a 
water- station  or  a  depot,  passenger  or  freight, 
might  involve  a  very  considerabl^um  of  laud, 
although  it  is  not  ostensibly  a  land-grant  rail- 
road. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  They  are  limited  to  one 
in  ten  miles.  They  cannot  oftener  than  once 
in  ten  miles*  under  the  bill,  make  a  station 
and  have  forty  acres  of  land.  Has  the  Sena- 
tor any  objection  to  that? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.    No. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REPORTS  OV  C0MMITTBK8. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia,  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Samuel  A.  Wilkins,  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  praying  for  componsa- 
tion  for  damages  sustained  by  him  by  the 
taking  and  consumption  of  his  crops  by  the 
United  States  troops  in  the  month  of  July, 
1864,  reported  adversely  thereon;  and  the 
committee  was  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Robert  LowrjTj 
praying  for  compensation  for  a  house,  furni- 
ture, £c.,  burned  under  orders  of  Major  Gen- 
eral Thomas,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied 
by  a  bill  f  S.  No.  929)  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Lowry,  ot  Nashville,  Tennessee. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading;  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  523)  supplemental  to  an  act  entitled 
*'An  act  making  a  grant  of  lands  in  alternate 
sections  to  aid  in  the  construction  and  exten- 
sion of  the  Iron  Mountain  railroad,  from  Pilot 
Knob,  in  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  Helena,  in 
Arkansas,"  approved  July  4,  1860,  reported 
it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  678)  to  extend  the  time  for  the 
construction  of  the  military  road  from  Fort 
Wilkins,  at  Copper  Harbor,  in  the  State  of 
Michigan,  to  Fort  Howard,  at  Green  Bay,  in 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consiaeration,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PATTERSON,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  854)  relating  to  the  reform 
school  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  it 
with  amendments. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1205)  granting  an  increase  of 
pension  to  James  H.  Hogan,  of  Batavia,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  reported  adversely  thereon, 
and  moved  its  indefinite  postponement ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  The  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  ^H. 
R.  No.  1208)  granting  a  pension  to  Delilah 
Robertson,  instruct  me  to  report  that  we  find 
upon  examination  that  this  woman's  husband 
was  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  at 
all,  but  was  in  a  regiment  of  Missouri  State 
militia.     We  therefore  report  adversely. 

The  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.     The  same 
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committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1206)  granting  a  pension  to  Timothy 
Paige,  father  of  W.  W.  Paige,  who  was  cap- 
tain in  company  M,  tenth  regiment  New  York 
State  volunteers,  have  directed  me  to  report 
adversely.  A  pension  was  granted  to  the  son 
of  the  late  W.  W.  Paige,  which  be  drew  until 
he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  now  the  father 
comes  in  and  asks  that  a  pension  be  granted 
to  him.  The  committee  instruct  me  to  report 
adversely. 

The  bil]  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  The  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  Edward  Briganski,  praying  to  be  restored  to 
the  pension- roll,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration and  find  that  the  party  was'emploved 
as  a  policeman  in  the  citv  of  New  Orleans  aur- 
ing  the  rebellion,  and  they  therefore  instruct 
roe  to  report  adversely. 

The  committee  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

ASSIGNMENTS  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  ask  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  be  allowed 
to  have  Tuesday  of  the  week  after  next  set 
apart  for  the  transaction  of  business  from  that 
committee.  There  are  a  great  many  bills 
which  I  have  been  unable  to  get  up  in  the 
morning  hour ;  but  they  ought  to  be  passed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  asks  that  Tuesday  week 
be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  bills  from 
the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
subject,  of  course,  to  the  unfinished  business 
of  the  previous  evening.    Is  there  objection? 

Mr.  CARPENTER,  I  was  not  in  yester- 
day; but  I  understand  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciarv  to  have  obtained 
some  day  early  in  the  week  fur  the  business 
of  that  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Monday  week. 
This  proposition  is  for  Tuesday  week.  If  there 
be  no  objection  the  order  will  be  made.  It  is 
made. 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  Committee  on  the 
Pacific  Railroad  have  three  or  four  bills  which 
are  of  importance,  none  of  them  land  grants, 
but  to  enable  work  that  is  in  process  of  con- 
struction to  go  on  unembarrassed.  It  seems 
to  be  necessary  legislation,  and  none  of  it  in- 
volving land  ^ants,  but  matters  that  I  feel 
very  much  disinclined  to  call  up  in  the  morn- 
ing hour.  I  want  any  matters  that  affect  cor- 
porations to  be  fairly  considered.  The  com- 
mittee this  morning  authorized  me  to  request 
the  Senate  to  set  apart  some  day.  I  presume 
it  will  not  take  a  whole  day.  I  do  not  believe 
in  passing  bills  by  crowding  them  in  the  morn- 
ing hour. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  What  day  does 
the  Senator  desire? 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  would  name  Friday  week, 
this  day  two  weeks. 

Mr.  COLE.  1'hat  may  interfere  with  the 
appropriation  bills,  and  they  have  made  some 
progress.  If  we  get  through  with  them  by 
that  time  we  shall  have  time  for  something 
else  ;  but  I  doubt  whether  they  will  be  through 
at  that  time.  I  ^ive  notice  that  I  shall  insist 
on  the  consideration  of  appropriation  bills. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator object  to  this  proposition?  During  the 
absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  one  day  was  assigned  for  busi- 
ness of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, of  which  probably,  he  is  not  advised. 
It  is. subject,  of  course,  however,  to  a  vote 
of  the  Senate.  The  Senator  from  Nevada  now 
asks  that  Friday  week  be  assigned,  subject,  of 
coarse,  to  the  unfinished  business  of  the  pre- 
vious evening,  to  the  consideration  of  reports 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 
Is  there  any  objection  ?  The  Chair  bears 
none. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Some  days  ago,  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,   [Mr. 


Logan,]  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections  in  the  case  of  the  North 
Carolina  Senatorship  was  set  for  a  particular 
day.  It  so  happened  that  on  that  day  I  was 
compelled  to  be  in  the  Supreme  Court,  and 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Carpenter] 
was  compelled  to  leave  the  Senate  on  account 
of  sickness  in  his  family ;  and  for  those  rea- 
sons the  hearing  of  the  matter  was  postponed 
with  the  understanding,  as  it  was  statea,  as  I 
saw  in  the  Globe,  that  some  day  should  be 
arranged  between  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
and  myself  when  we  would  ask  the  Senate  to 
consider  that  report.  We  now  propose  to  call 
it  up  next  Wednesday.  That  aay  was  desig- 
nated by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Cameron]  to  call  up  the  bill  in  regard  to 
French  spoliations,  but  he  thinks  that  bill  will 
not  occupy  much  of  the  time  of  the  Senate 
on  that  day ;  and  if  it  should  be  likely  to  do 
so,  I  hope  he  will  have  no  objection  to  our 
moving  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  that  bill  until  this  question,  which  is  a  ques- 
tion of  high  privilege,  and  ought  to  have  been 
disposed  of  long  ago,  shall  be  disposed  of.  I 
therefore  wish  to  give  notice,  if  agreeable  to 
the  other  members  of  the  committee,  that  on 
Wednesday  next  we  shall  ask  the  Senate  to 
take  up  that  report. 

Mr.  C  A  MERON.  As  I  stated  the  other  day, 
I  have  given  way  for  several  months*  in  relation 
to  the  French  spoliation  bill,  which  I  think  is 
one  of  the  most  important  that  could  be  acted 
upon  by  this  body.  Lkst  Tuesday,  by  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  Senate,  I  was  tohr.ve  addressed 
the  Senate  on  that  bill ;  but  I  happened,  com- 
ing from  Pennsylvania  the  night  before,  to  get 
a  severe  cold  in  my  throat  which  prevented  me 
from  speaking,  and  therefore  I  did  not  bring 
up  the  bill  on  that  day.  I  then  stated  to  the 
Senate  that  I  should  ask  them  to  give  me  next 
Wednesday.  I  think  we  shall  not  occupy  more 
than  two  hours  on  that  day.  I  shall  speak  but 
thirty  minutes.  My  remarks  will  be  condensed. 
My  friend,  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  will 
make  a  much  more  extended  speech  than  I 
shall.  My  desire  is  to  get  the  bill  before  the 
Senate  and  before  the  country  on  that  day,  so 
that  it  may  attract  throughout  the  country  the 
attention  which  I  think  it  deserves.  I  shall 
move,  if  the  Senate  will  allow  me,  directly  after 
the  morning  business  has  been  disposed  of  on 
that  day,  to  bring  up  that  bill.  I  do  not  think 
it  will  occupy  more  than  two  hours. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  I  shall  ask  the  Sen- 
ate on  next  Thursday  to  take  up  the  case  of 
the  North  Carolina  Senatorship. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  has  given  notice  in  regard 
to  the  French  spoliation  bill  for  Wednesday 
of  next  week,  the  two  previous  days  having 
already  been  assigned  to  two  committees. 
The  Senate  some  time  since,  by  unanimous 
consent,  agreed  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
[Mr.  Logan,]  who  represents  the  m^ority  of 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections 
upon^  the  North  Carolina  case,  should  have 
the  right  at  one  o'clock  on  a  day  fixed  to  move 
to  call  up  that  case  against  all  other  business  ; 
that  he  should  be  recognized  and  take  the 
floor  and  move  to  take  it  up;  and  that  priv- 
ilege was  continued  until  such  tim^  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  and  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  might  suggest.  Therefore,  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  now  giving  notice,  on  Thursday 
next,  at  one  o'clock,  tne  Chair  will  recognize 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  or  any  Senator  rep- 
resenting the  majority  of  the  committee 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  To  take  the 
sense  of  the  Senate  to  call  up  the  North  Gar^ 
olina  case  against  whatever  business  may  then 
be  pending. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  believe  the  morning 
business  is  now  over. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  My  motion  has  not  yet 
been  disposed  of. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  has  ootbeea 
disposed  of  because  the  Senator  onlj  gire 
notice,  but  if  the  Senator  desires  to  make  the 
bill  a  special  order,  the  Chair  will  soboit  tbe 

Question  to  the  Senate.  The  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  states  that  he  desires  to  ntlmit 
a  motion  to  the  Senate,  which  now  nmi^ 
unanimous  consent,  that  the  French  BDoliation 
bill  shall  be  made  the  speoial  order  or  the  dir 
for  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  muBt  object  to  aoj  spedal 
order  being  made.  I  am  willing  that  the  Sea- 
ator  from  Pennsylvania  or  any  other  Senator 
shall  give  notice  df  his  purpose  to  move  to 
call  up  a  bill  on  a  certain  day,  but  I  caoa« 
consent  to  anything  being  made  a  spceiii 
order  until  we  get  through  with  some  of  ibe 
appropriation  bills. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  As  the  billiuelf 
is  not  now  before  the  Senate,  the  Senator  froo 
Pennsylvania  cannot  make  the  moUoo,  obje^ 
tion  being  made ;  but  it  will  go  o?er  noul 
to-morrow 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  will  content  myself 
with  having  given  the  notice,  and  I  will  tnist 
to  the  indulgence  and  conrte^  of  the  Sesiie 
to  take  up  the  bill  on  that  day. 

BILLS  INTRODUCKD. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  asked,  and  by  nDaaiino3i 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  ii 
No.  930)  authorizing  the  extension  of  ihe  nil^ 
way  of  the  MetropoUt&n  Railroad  Gompaoj  is 
the  District  of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  tvioe 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Districtof  Colnmbia,  and  ordered  to  be priQte<i. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  asked,  and  by  unaDimooi 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  fS. 
No.  931)  authorizing  the  constractioQ  of  i 
bridge  across  the  Arkansas  river  at  Lii:!e 
Rock,  Arkansas ;  which  was  read  twice  b;  iu 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  AMES  asked,  and  by  uoanimoos  coa- 
sent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
932)  to  remove  the  political  disabilities  of  )V. 
R.  Miles,  of  Yazoo  county,  Mississippi;  vhicii 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  seiec: 
Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Political  Die 
abilities,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SCHURZ  asked,  and  by  aoanimooi 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  933)  in  reference  to  the  carrying  of  freigbj 
and  passengers  on  the  Union  Pacific  rsiM 
and  lis  brauches ;  which  was  read  twice  bjit5 
title,  referred  to  the  CommiUeeon  the  Pwiic 
Railroad,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRINTING  or  TKBTIMONT. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.     On  reading  the  Globi 
this  morning,  I  observe  that  yesterday  in  IM 
morning  hour  a  resolution  was  referred  to  toe 
Printing  Committee,  and  soon  after  reportw 
back  from  the  committee  and  adopted  by  tba 
Senate,  which  concurred  in  the  amendment  of 
the  House  of  Representati?es  largely  redoc:o; 
the  number  of  copies  of  the  report  of  theSeniJ* 
Committee  of  Investigation,  to  be  printed  wu 
the  testimony  taken  before  the  committee'"^ 
gard  to  alleged  abuses  in  the  New  York  cas*0O' 
house.    The  amendment  of  ib ;  House  rednw 
the  number  of  copies  with  the  testimony  from 
ten  thousand,  as  proposed  by  the  Comnnitee 
of  Investigation  and  adopted  bytheSenaWjW 
two  thousand,  of  which  the  Senate  is  Jo  M« 
five  hundred.     I  wish  to  state,  thoogh  I  ^  "» 
the  Senate  during  nearly  ail  themoniiogA<»o^* 
and  when  the  House  amendment  was  ^JP^^^ 
back  and  passed.  I  was  not  aware  of  the  pro- 
ceeding;  though  1  am  quite  sure  the  fact  wj 
I  was  present  escaped  the  notice  of  my  ^'^^ 
leagues  on  the  Printing  Committee,  otbert^ 
as  a  member  of  the  commiuee  1  would  w« 
been  notified.     I  state  this  as  the  rttson  wny 
I  am  justified  now  in  a  double  interest  m  » 
member  of  the  Printing  Committee  and  »ko 
of  the  Committee  of  Investigation  »o  mo^^j 
to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday.   «J 
is  to  have  the  resolution  reconsidered,  and  u 
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to  let  it  He  on  the  table  until  the  retarn  to  the 
Senate  of  the  cbairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  so  that  the  whole  committee  may  con- 
fer faiiher  on  the  subject 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
of  the  Honse  of  Representatives  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing,  and  when  re- 
ported back  by  the  Senator  from  Rhode  Island 
from  that  committee,  the  Chair  stated ,  though 
the  Senator  from  California  did  not  hear  him, 
of  course,  that  it  largely  reduced  the  number 
proposed  by  the  Senate.  It  was  then  read  in 
fall  by  the  Secretary,  showing  that  it  largely 
reduced  the  number,  and  it  was  agreed  to.  If 
it  has  gone  to  the  House  of  Representatiyes 
with  notice  of  concurrence,  a  resolution  can 
be  sent  to  the  House  asking  them  to  return  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  have  sent  for  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing 
has  returned  to  Rhode  Island,  but  is  not  cer- 
tain. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  have  inquired  and  was 
so  informed  by  the  clerk  of  the  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  He  so  stated  to 
the  Chair. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia if  he  will  not  withdraw  his  motion  to 
reconsider?  The  Senate  passed  the  resolution 
aa  it  came  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
and  it  went  to  the  House.  The  House  was 
rery  reluctant  to  act  upon  it  at  all.  We  sent 
several  times  to  get  some  action.  Finally  I 
went  to  the  House  myself  and  saw  the  chair- 
man of  the  Printing  Committee  there  before  we 
could  get  any  sort  of  action.  Then  we  did 
not  get  any  positive  assurance  that  action  would 
be  had,  but  he  said  he  would  try  to  get  action 
the  next  day.  It  seems  he  did  on  the  same 
day  after  we  had  seen  him  set  the  action  of 
the  House,  and  the  action  which  was  reported 
here  to  the  Senate.  I  acquiesced  in  that 
amendment  simply  because  it  was,  as  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  knows,  of  very  great  im- 
portance that  we  should  have  the  printing 
uoder  way  in  some  shape.  I  have  no  sort  of 
objection  to  passing  to-morrow  morning  a  res- 
olution to  print  any  additional  number  that 
may  be  desired,  and  let  it  go  through  the  Sen- 
ate, and  get  it  through  the  Honse  if  we  can. 
But  to  have  a  certain  number  of  copies  of  that 
testimony  printed  is  a  matter  of  very  great 
importance,  I  think  the  Senator  will  agree, 
to  every  member  of  the  committee,  if  it  is  not 
to  anybody  else ;  and  in  order  that  we  miffht 
have  the  printins  under  way  I  acquiesced  in  the 
amendment  made  by  the  House,  and  such,  I 
think,  was  the  reasoninj^  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  I  do  not  know 
wbeUier  the  Senator  from  California  was  con- 
sulted or  not. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  never  heard  of  it  at  all. 
I  feel  the  force  of  the  suggestion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin.  I  am  f[lad  he  agrees 
with  me  that  the  House  reduction  is  excess- 
ive, and  especially  that  five  hundred  copies 
for  the  Senate,  which  would  amount  to  about 
four  for  each  Senator,  after  the  usual  deduc- 
tions, is  a  totally  inadequate  number  for  any 
fur  pose  of  proper  publicity  to  the  evidence, 
yield,  however,  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin,  and  withdraw  my  motion 
to  reconsider. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
will  send  up  another  resolution  to  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing  under  the  law 
now  it  can  be  reported  to-morrow  morning. 
The  Senator  can  prepare  it,  and  it  will  be 
regarded  as  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  so  that  they  can  report  to-morrow 
morning. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Then  I  will  reoffer  the 
resolution  adopted  originally  with  ^reat  unan* 
imity  by  the  Committee  on  Investigation' and 
Retrenchment,  less  the  number  authorized  to 
be  printed  by  the  resolution  which  has  been 
adopted. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

BALE  OF  C0AL-LAND8. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No. 
622,  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the 
United  States  containing  coal. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  will  move  to  amend 
that  motion 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  motion  to 
take  up  a  bill  is  not  amendable. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  was  going  to  say  that 
after  what  the  Senator  said  this  morning,  that 
he  was  not  disposed  to  take  up  important  bills 
in  the  morning  hour  and  pass  them,  I  am  sorry 
he  should  want  to  take  up  a  bill  of  this  sort 
when  he  has  only  one  minute  to  pass  it  in. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question 
is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Nevada. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  Senate  resumes  the 
consideration  of  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Ablll  of  this  nature,  after 
it  has  been  amended,  recommended  by  the 
Department,  reportea  unanimously  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  simply  proposing 
to  remove  difficulties  in  the  laws  whicn  pre- 
vent the  ordinary  transaction  of  business,  and 
acquiring  title  to  property,  I  submit  ought  to 
be  considered  and  disposed  of.  I  do  not  think 
it  will  occupy  much  time.  I  shall  move  to  lay 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill  on  the  table  tem- 
porarily to  allow  us  to  get  a  vote  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
to  postpone  the  Indian  appropriation  bill  in- 
dennitely,  and  then  we  shall  not  be  bothered 
with  it  any  more,  and  it  will  not  stand  in  the 
way  of  the  business  of  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  to 
lie  on  the  table  has  priority  of  the  moti  on  to 
postpone  indefinitely,  and  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  suggest  to 
the  Senator  that  he  give  notice  that  when  the 
appropriation  bill  is  through  he  will  move  to 
take  up  his  bill.  I  think  it  is  but  fair  he 
should  have  an  opportunity  to  dispose  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  STEWART.    Then  I  give  that  notice. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Instead  of  mov- 
ing to  lay  the  appropriation  bill  on  the  table, 
the  Senator  from  Nevada  gives  notice  that  as 
soon  as  the  Indian  bill  is  concluded  he  will 
seek  the  floor  in  order  to  call  up  the  bill  in 
regard  to  coal- lands. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  give  notice  also  that 
I  shall  call  up  Senate  bill  No.  6,  to  relieve  a 
portion  of  my  constituents  from  political  dis- 
abilities. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  These  notices, 
of  course,  do  not  bind  the  Senate. 

MB88AGB  VBOM  THK  UOUSB. 

• 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhibson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  concurred  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  181) 
to  change  the  boundaries  of  the  collection 
district  of  Brazos  de  Santiago,  in  the  State  of 
Texas. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
had  appointed  Mr.  John  T.  Bird,  of  New 
Jersey,  a  manager  of  the  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  rotes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  622)  granting  a  pension  to 
Richard  B.  Crawford,  in  place  of  Mr.  R. 
Mii;rov  Speeb,  of  Pennsylvania,  excused. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Honse  had  non-concurred  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1866)  for 
the  relief  of  Mrs.  Frances  A«  McEinney, 
asked  a  conference  on  the  disagreeing  rotes 
of  the  two  Houses  thereon,  and  had  appointed 
Mr.  Chablbs  A.  Bldbkdob  of  Wisconsin,  Mr. 
Bbkjamin  F.  BmrLBR  of  Massachusetts,  and 
Mr.  John  A.  Petbes  of  Maine,  managers  at 
the  same  on  its  part. 


AMBNDMBNT  TO  APPBOPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  CASSERLY  submitted  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  by  him  to  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1070)  making  appropriations  for  the 
service  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for  the 
year  ending  June  80,  1878,  in  regard  to  mail 
service  between  San  Francisco  and  Australia; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  Appro- 
priations, and  ordered  to  be  printed.      • 

AMBNDMBNT  TO  PACIFIC  RAILROAD  BILL. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  submitted  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  by  him  to  the  bill  (S. 
No.  724)  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  '^An 
act  to  incorporate  the  Texas  Pacific  Railroad 
Company,  and  to  aid  in  the  construction  of 
its  road,  and  for  other  purposes,''  approved 
March  8,  1871  *,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  ou 
the  table,  and  oe  printed. 

HK8A0B  PROM  THB  BOVSB. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhersok,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2208)  to  improve  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio 
river  and  its  tributaries :  in  which  it  reques'^d 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  agreed  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  11?;  to 
authorize  the  erection  of  a  colossal  statue  of 
the  late  Admiral  Farragut. 

BNROLLBD  BILLS  SIQNBD.* 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  had  signed  the  following  enrolled 
bills ;  and  they  were  thereupon  signed  by  the 
Vice  President : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  494)  placing  the  name  of 
Theodore  S.  Comparet  on  the  pension- roll ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  804)  granting  a  pension  to 
Margaretta  Becker; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  805)  granting  a  pension  to 
Abigail  Ryan,  widow  of  Thomas  A.  Ryan ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1588)  to  change  tHe  time 
for  holding  the  spring  term  of  the  United 
States  circuit  and  district  courts  at  Harrison- 
burg, Virginia. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1192)  making  appropriations  for  the  cur- 
rent and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipu- 
lations with  various  Indian  tribes  for  the 
year  ending  June  80,  1873,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, the  pending  question  being  an  amend- 
ment ofiered  by  Mr.  Ualdwbix,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  to  insert  after  line 
seventeen  hundred  and  twenty-five  the  fol- 
lowing : 

For  falflUiBff  treaty  obligations  of  the  United  States 
with  WyRndott  Indiana,  u  provided  in  the  thir- 
teenth article  of  the  treaty  coneladed  February  2i, 
1867.  the  followios  amounts  aacertained  to  be  due  by 
the  board  of  commiuionen  appointed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  as  per  thoir  report  dated 
March  2,  1869,  money  heretofore  appropriated  in 
fulfillment  of  treaty  stipalations.  but  transferred 
to  the  surplus  fund.  |3,844  09;  taxes  nnjostly  colleot- 
ed  by  the  territorial  frorernment  of  Kansas  in  1859 
and  1860,  to  be  refunded.  |14,582  62;  to  enable  the 
Wyandotta  to  establish  themselves  in  their  new 
home  in  the  Indian  territory.  $5,000;  inall,$23,427  31. 
to  be  paid  under  the  direction  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  COLE.     From  the  numerous  interrup- 
tions to  which  this  bill  has  been  subjected  we 
forget  one  day  what  has  taken  place  at  the 
last  proceeding  upon  the  bill.     This  amend- 
ment contains  several  different  items,  some  of 
which  it  was  rendered  clear  by  the  discussion 
when  the  bill  was  last  before  the  Senate  ought 
not  to  be  embodied  in  the  appropriation  bill. 
1  have  not  a  copy  of  the  amendment  before 
me.     I  have  been  looking  for  it  among  my 
papers  while  it  was  being  read.     [Having  re- 
ceived the  amendment  fromthe  Chief  Clerk. ^ 
I  find  it  is  in  manuscript,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priatioDii  and  aaleaa  the  Senator  moTiag  it 
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states  that  it  has  been,  I  shall  have  to  raise 
the  point  of  order  npon  it.  It  calls  for  an 
appropriation,  bat  it  has  not  been  referred  to 
that  committee. 

Mr.  POMEHOY.  This  amendment  comes 
nnder  the  rule  of  havinf?  been  estimated  for 
and  recommended  by  the  head  of  a  Depart- 
ment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Ferby, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chair.)  If  that  is  so,  the 
amendment  is  in  order. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  The  amendment  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 
I  introduced  the  amendment,  and  had  it  re- 
ferred to  that  committee. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
is  on  the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  OALD  WELL.  Inasmuch  as  the  Senator 
from  California  forgets  the  provisions  of  the 
amendment,  and  what  was  said  on  the  bill  a 
few  dajs  ago,  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  send 
up  to  the  desK  a  report,  which  is  very  short, 
that  was  made  by  the  commission  appointed 
in  March,  1869,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing and  reporting  to  the  Department  the  amount 
of  money  due,  it  any,  to  the  Wyandott  Indians 
under  treaty  stipulations.  It  will  take  but 
three  or  four  minutes  to  read  the  report,  and  I 
thirfk  the  Senator  from  California  will  then 
have  all  the  information  that  will  be  necessary 
on  the  subject.  The  whole  report  does  not 
relate  to  this  amendment,  but  I  should  like 
the  Secretary  to  read  the  whole  report,  and 
then  I  will  explain  what  is  to  be  taken  out  of 
it.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the 
items  that  are  left  out. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

DKrimTMB^rr  or  tbx  Intceiob, 
Washinotom.  D.  C.  March  17. 1860. 

Sxa:  The  thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  between 
the  United  Statea  and  the  Seneca  and  mixed 
Seneoas,  Shawaees,  and  other  Indians,  ooooluded 
in  this  city  on  the  2Jd  of  Febmary,  18(37.  authorizes 
and  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  appoint 
three  persons,  whoso  duty  shall  bo  to  ascertain  and 
report  to  the  Department  the  amount  of  money, 
if  any,  due  by  the  United  States  to  the  Wyandott 
Xndioas  under  existing  treaty  stipulations,  and  the 
items  mentioned  in  schedule  A,  appended  to  the 
treaty. 

Commissioners  were  accordingly  appointed.  On 
the  Zd  instant  they  submitted  a  report  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  from  which  it  appears 
that  they  hiive  concluded  their  investigations  on  all 
matters  except  those  relating  to  depredations  on 
Wyandott  property;  and  they  were  of  opinion  that 
their  inquiries  in  regard  to  such  depredations  could 
be  more  successfully  prosecuted  in  Kansas  than  in 
this  city.  Instructions  were  given  to  them  accord- 
ingly by  my  predeoessor  on  the  28th  ultimo  to  pro- 
ceed to  Kansas  to  complete  the  investigation. 

I  do  not  deem  it  proper  to  await  the  completion 
of  the  work  of  the  commissioners,  and,  pursuant  to 
tlie  terms  of  the  treaty,  have  the  honor  to  submit  a 
copy  of  tho  report  herewith  for  such  action  as  Con- 
gress may  deem  necessary  in  the  premises. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  D.  COX,  Secrttary. 

Hon.ScHUTiSB  Colfax.  Vice  Pr^tideni  of  the  United 
Statet  and  Pteaident  of  the  Senate. 

Wasbingtox,  D.  C,  March  2. 1809. 

Sib:  Tho  commissioners  appointed  in  accordance 
with  the  Senate's  amendment  of  the  thirteenth  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty  of  the  23d  of  February,  1857.  with 
the  Seneoas  and  other  Indians,  "  to  ascertain  and 
report  to  the  Department  the  amount  of  money, 
if  any.  due  by  the  United  States  to  the  Wyandott 
Indians,  under  existing  treaty  stipulations,  and  the 
items  mentioned  in  schedule  A.  appended  to  that 
treaty,"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and,  atler  afull  investigation  of  all  matters  embraced 
therein,  exceptitem  seven  of  schedule  A,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  report: 

By  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  January  31, 
18&5.  (see  6iatutes-at-Large.  vol.  10.  page  1162.)  in 
eonsidoration  of  the  Wyandott  nation  agreeing  to 
relinquish  and  release  the  United  States  from  all 
annjiities,  school -moneys,  Ac,  as  well  os  from  all 
other  claims  or  demands  whatsoever  as  a  nation, 
arising  under  any  treaty  or  transaction  between 
them,  the  United  States  agree  to  pay  the  Wyandott 
nation  the  sum  of  $380,000,  to  be  equally  distributed 
and  paid  to  all  the  individuals  and  members  of  the 
said  nation,  in  three  annual  installments,  payable 
in  the  month  of  October*  commencing  in  the  year 
1835. 

According  to  this  stipulation,  each  of  the  annual 
installmeoU  amounted  to  $126,668  66;  and  the  last 
clause  of  said  sixth  article  of  said  treaty  provides 
that  **  such  part  of  tho  annuity  under  the  treaty  of 
1842  as  shall  have  accrued  and  may  remain  unpaid 
at  the  date  of  the  payment  of  the  first  of  the  aboTe- 


mentioned  installments,  shall  then  be  paid  to  the 
WyandottSj  and  be  in  full  and  final  discharge  of 
said  annunity." 

According  to  a  statement  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Aff'airs,  now  before  as,  it  appears  that  **  such 
part  of  the  annuity"  was  paid  m  October,  1855; 
and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  said  payment  was  in 
full  and  final  discharge  of  the  annuity  due  under 
the  treaty  of  1842.  But  as  the  payment  of  less  than 
one  half  of  the  first  installment  under  the  treats  of 
1865  was  mado  in  October.  1855,  and  the  entiro  bal- 
ance of  said  first  installment  was  not  paid  until 
October,  1856.  and  as  successive  payments  were  all 
equally  deferred,  we  have  considered  it  just  and 
proper  to  allow  interest,  at  tho  rate  of  six  per  cent. 

Eer  annum,  on  all  these  deferred  payments ;  which, 
eing  carefully  calculated  and  added  to  the  small 
balance  of  principal  due.  amounts  to  $11,612  on  tho 
4th  of  March.  1869. 

By  the  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  1855  it  is 
provided  that  *'  the  sum  of  $100,000.  invested  under 
the  treaty  of  1850.  together  with  any  accumulation 
of  said  principal  sum,  shall  be  paid  over  to  the 
Wyandotte  in  like  manner  with  the  $380,000  men- 
tioned in  the  next  preceding  article,  but  in  two 
equal  annual  installments,  commencing  in  one  year 
after  the  payments  of  the  lost  installment  of  the  said 
above-mentioned  sum." 

The  first  installment,  therefore,  of  this  $100,000  was 

Eayable  in  October,  1858.  and  the  second  in  Octo- 
•r,  1859.  By  tho  statement  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  now  before  us,  it  appears  that  the 
Governmentdidnot  pay  theseinstallmentsin  money, 
but  in  lieu  thereof  delivered  to  the  Wyandotte,  (who 
reoeived  them  under  protest,)  on  the  13th  of  May. 
1850.  $52,000  in  Tennessee  six  per  cent,  bonds:  $1,000 
in  Missouri  six  per  cent,  bopds;  $594  53  in  United 
States  six  percent,  bonds,  and  on  the  24th  of  March, 
W6^K  $53,000  in  Tennessee  five  |>er  cent,  stock. 

By  evidence  now  before  us  it  is  shown  that  the 
Wyandotts  sold  the  stocks  first  delivered  to  them 
(on  the  13th  of  May.  1859)  at  the  highest  market 
price,  for  $38,407  50,  being  f  11,692  60  less  than  the 
first  installment  due  the  previous  October.  This 
loss,  together  with  interest  thereon  at  six  per  cent, 
per  annum  for  ten  years,  amounting  to  $18,547,  we 
consider  justly  due  to  the  Wyandotts. 

By  similar  evidence  it  Is  shown  that  the  Wyan- 
dotts sold  the  stocks  last  delivered  to  them  (on  the 
24th  of  March,  1860)  at  the  highest  market  price, 
for  $41,870,  being  $8,130  less  than  the  seound  install- 
ment due  the  previous  October.  This  loss,  together 
with  interest  thereon  at  six  per  cent,  for  nine  years, 
amounting  to  $12,620.  we  also  consider  justly  due. 

We  have  therefore  allowed  tho  above  sum  of 
$11,592  50,  and  the  sum  of  $8,130,  with  interest  on 
each,  to  reimburse  them  on  account  of  losses  sus- 
tained by  the  investment  of  their  funds  by  the  Gov- 
ernment in  tho  above-mentioned  depreciated  stocks, 
and  which  were  reoeived  at  the  time  under  protest 
by  the  Wyandotts. 

On  examination  of  the  books  in  the  Indian  Bu- 
reau we  find  on  the  30ih  of  June,  1864.  there  was 
transferred  to  the  surplus  fond  $2.0^  50,  which 
stood  oredited  to  the  Wyandotts  by  appropriation 
in  fulfillment  of  treaty  stipulations  under  tho  fol- 
lowing heads : 

Annuity ....$1,329  98 

Blacksmith... 363  25 

Bdu04tion 125  00 

Improvements 271  28 

Total .$2,089  51 

These  appropriations  should  have  been  paid  on 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  of  January  31, 1855^  and 
are  now  due  with  interest  from  that  time,  amounting 
to  $3,844  69. 

By  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  January  31, 
1855,  with  the  Wyandotts,  it  Is  stipulated  that  **  none 
of  the  lands  thus  assigned  and  patented  to  the 
Wyandotts  shall  bo  subject  to  taxation  for  a  period 
of  five  yearn  from  and  after  the  organisation  of  a 
State  government  over  the  Territory  where  they 
reside." 

The  authorities  of  the  then  Territory  of  Kansas 
construed  this  provision  of  the  treaty  to  mean  that 
though  these  lands  were  to  be  exempt  from  taxation 
for  five  yean  after  the  establishment  of  a  State  gov- 
ernment, yet  they  were  taxable  ap  to  the  time  such 
State  government  should  be  so  formed,  and  accord- 
ingly taxed  the  lands,  for  the  years  1859  and  1860.  to 
the  amount  of  $11,703  56,  as  is  shown  by  the  statement 
of  Byron  Judd.  the  treasurer  of  Wyandott  county, 
Kansas,  (in  1850  and  I860,)  where  these  lands  are 
situated. 

From  a  statement  of  the  Commisaieaer  of  Indian 
Affairs,  and  from  the  affidavit  of  John  T.  Coohran, 
who  made  the  treaty  under  the  direction  of  the  Com- 
missioner, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  fonsgoing  stipulation  was  that  the 
Wyandotts  should  no  exempt  from  taxation  from 
the  date  of  said  treaty  until  fivo  years  alter  the  form- 
ation of  the  State  government.  Justice^herefore, 
requires  that  the  $11,703  56  paid  by  the  Wyasdotts 
to  the  territorial  government  for  taxes  in  1859  and 
1860  should  be  refunded  to  them,  with  interest  at  six 
per  cent.,  from  the  time  of  payment  on  the  ^th  of 
January,  1864,  to  the  4th  of^Mareh,  1869,  the  whole 
amounting  to  $14,582  62. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Febru- 
ary, 1867,  it  is  stipulated  that  the  sum  of  $5,000  shall 
be  paid  to  the  Wyaadotts  to  enable  thorn  "  to  estab- 
lish themselves  in  their  new  home,''  whieh  sum, 
never  having  been  paid  to  them,  is  still  due  under 
said  treaty. 


The  foregoing  sums  we  consider  justly  dae  to  th' 
Wyandotts  from  the  United  States,  to  wit: 

A.— Interest  on  deferred  paymeots.. HLGUsc 

B.— Loss  on  sale  of  bonds  Miiy,1858,wiUi 

Loss  on  sale  of  bonds  March,  1860,  with 
interest ~...... . .  ]2jB3i  (r> 

C— Money  heretofore  appropriated  in  fol- 
fiUment  of  treaty  stipulations,  bat  truu> 
ferred  to  the  surplus  fund 3.S41  n 

D.—Taxes  unjustly  collected  by  the  Terri- 
torial government  of  Kansas  in  1850  &od 
1860,  to  be  refunded,  with  interest u;,^<r 

£.— Grant  of  $5,000  for  WyandotU  to  esub- 
lish  themselves  in  their  new  hooiie.... &,ODoa 

Total -^^ 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  your  comBiai«te(i 
havo  had  before  them  the  claims  of  ranou  vvti^ 
of  the  Wyandotts  (under  act  of  Congress  of  Jaa 
1834)  for  losses  by  depredations  eomaitted  r-  . 
their  property  between  the  years  1847  uJ  b., 
amounting,  in  the  aggregate,  to  $;U,342  50. 

Many  of  these  claims  are  not  sustained  by  ur 
testimony  whatever,  suad  where  testimony  is  fur- 
nished it  is  not  Bufiioient  to  warrant  as  in  sUoviic 
the  claims. 

It  is  tho  opinion  of  the  commissioners  that  tbe; 
claims  should  not  "be  allowed  until  tbeir Tsliditr 
can  be  more  fully  established  by  eTidence  ukea 
upon  tho  ground  where  these  depredations  srea.i 
to  have  been  committed. 

All  the  papen  in  our  possession  npon  vbieb  the 
foregoing  report  has  been  based,  and  marked  re- 
spectively A,  B,  C,  D,  and  E,  with  the  sane  but- 
ginal  reference  to  the  items  abore  allowed,  at 
herewith  returned. 

In  support  of  item  D  will  be  found  an  sbitrui 
(so  marked)  taken  from  the  records  of  the  Mu 
Bureau. 

In  support  of  item  E  the  fourteenth  article  of  tht 
treaty  made  with  the  Saneeas  and  otiier  tribe  a 
the  23d 'day  of  February,  1867,  is  referred  to,aa4» 
copy  of  said  treaty  is  filed. 

All  of  whieh  is  respectfully  submitted.  _^^^. 

JAMES  H.  BMBBl. 
JULI08  A.  FAV.  ^ 
JAMES  P.  TaTLOU, 

Hon.  N.  G.  Tatlob,  Cbmmieeiamer  ef  Mim  Aisin. 

Mr.  COLE.  Do  I  nndersUod  this  to  be 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Indiia 
Affairs? 

Mr.  POMEROY.     Ye?,  sir. 

Mr.  COLE.  Then  I  raise  the  point  of  crdr 
upon  it.  If  it  is  reported  from  that  comaiiitf 
it  ought  to  have  been  referred  e  day  befor 
hand  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriatioos 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  If  the  Senator  frtr. 
California  will  allow  me  one  moment,  I  vni 
explain. 

Mr.  COLE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  The  amendment  I  m 
trodnced  was  referred  to  the  Committee  r-r 
Appropriations. 

Mr.  COLE.    This  amendment? 

Mr.  CALDWELL.     The  one  I  introdnced. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  one  I  hold  in  my  hand  I 
got  from  the  Clerk's  desk.  I  do  not  think 
It  has  been  referred  to  the  Commiilw  « 
Appropriations,  and  the  committee  have  m 
no  chance  whatever  to  examine  it  Ismtotiljj 
in  the  dark  in  regard  to  the  merits  of  i^  1* 
is  a  character  of  amendment  that  ahoold  w 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  have  here  this  anjeDd 
ment  which  has  been  "referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  appropriations. '' 

Mr.  COLE.    That  may  be  another  ti 
ment.  .  .. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  The  Senator  has «  w 
hand  the  amendment  which  is  pending. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  mnst  say  that  it  is  the  p™^ 
tice  of  the  Committee  on  AppropriatiODS  w 
examine  these  matters  carefuliT  sJl  througo 
when  they  are  referred  to  that  committee,  m^ 
the  rule  is  a  very  stringent  one,  requiring  taem 
10  be  referred  in  lime,  so  that  the  commiiw 
can  examine  them  and  be  able  to  deterioi^ 
whether  they  are  on  a  good  fonndttlon  or  ■«. 

The  PRESIDING  UFFICEH.  Thc^^, 
tion  being  raised  on  the  first  ^^f^^. 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  the  t6"f 
understands  that  it  is  withdrawn,  and  iM»w 
now  offers  one  which  has  been  referred. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  Let  me  explain.  1  w 
not  understand  the  rnles  as  well  as  I  sao''"' 
and  if  I  do  not,  the  chairman  can  pai  b| 
right.    I  introduced  an  amendment,  wwcfl 
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have  JQSt  sent  up,  and  ^hich  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  I  was 
directed  to  report  it  from  tne  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs.  It  was  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Apfiropriations.  I  was  then  directed 
by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  modify 
the  amendment,  which  I  have  doDe,  and  the 
amendment  as  modified  is  now  pending. 
Mr.  COLE.  Well,  let  us  have  a  vote  on  it. 
Mr.  HARLAN.  The  point,  I  suppose,  is 
this :  the  amendment  as  offered  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kansas  called  for  sixty-odd  thousand 
dollars.  Afier  it  had  been  offered  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  having  consulted  over 
the  matter  more  maturely  advised  the  honorable 
Senator  to  modify  it,  striking  out  several  items 
amounting  iu  the  aggregate  to  some  forty-two 
thousand,  leaving  three  items  about  the  justice 
of  which  we  thought  nobody  would  have  any 
doubt. 

Mr.  COLE.  Looking  at  the  manuscript  copy 
furnished  to  me  embodying  these  other  items, 
I  did  not  see  that  it  had  been  referred  to  that 
committee,  and  I  am  sure  it  has  not  been. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  honorable  Senator  is 
right.  This  is  not  the  amendment  as  referred ; 
that  is,  tbe  text  of  it  is  not  the  same  as  that 
which  was  referred.  It  included  other  items 
as  it  was  introduced  here  and  referred  to  that 
committee,  but  we  advised  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Kansas  to  offer  a  modified  amend- 
ment, cutting  it  down  about  two  thirds. 

Mr.  COLhi.  The  items  now  in  the  amend- 
ment that  we  are  asked  to  accept,  on  which 
tbe  Senate  is  about  to  act,  to  wit,  the  one  in 
manuscript,  are  certainly  old  Indian  claims 
that  ought  not  to  go  upon  this  bill.  I  hope  it 
will  be  put  on  some  deficiency  bill,  if  at  aU. 
We  are  now  making  approprfations  in  this  bill 
for  the  next  fi3cal  year,  not  to  pay  old  claims. 
It  has  no  place  on  this  bill,  if  it  was  referred 
to  the  committee  at  all,  as  i  suppose  it  may 
have  been,  It  must  have  been  in  connection 
with  some  deficiency  bill,  perhaps  tbe  defi- 
ciency bill  now  pending.  I  am  sure  it  has  no 
proper  place  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  UABLAN.  I  desire  to  state  in  a  few 
words  the  character  of  this  amendment.  The 
treaty  prgvided  that  a  board  of  commissioners 
should  be  appointed  to  examine  the  claims  set 
up  by  ihia  tribe  of  Indiaus  for  a  balance  due 
them,  as  they  thought,  from  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  under  other  treaties  and  laws. 
This  board  of  commissioners  was  appointed, 
and  tbe  J  reported  that  they  found  aue  these 
Indians  sixty-odd  thousand  dollars  under  the 
provisions  of  other  treaties  and  laws.  Tbe 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  in  examining 
il  mora  carefully,  as  I  have  just  explained, 
find  two  or  three  of  those  items  about  tbe 
justice  of  which  they  have  doubts.  They  ad- 
vised the  Senator  from  Kansas  to  modify  the 
amendment  by  strik  ng  out  those  items,  leav- 
ing, I  think,  oaty  three  items,  one  of  which 
is  money  paid  hy  this  tribe  of  Indians  to  the 
Territory  of  Kansas  for  taxes  on  lands.  Tbe 
honorable  Senator  from  Vermont  had  before 
him  a  few  days  since  the  treaty  itself,  which 
provided  that  the  United  States  should  refund 
to  these  Indians  that  amount  of  money.  It 
is  specifically  provided  for  by  the  treaty. 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Not  that  amount. 
Mr.  HARLAN.  I  will  come  to  that.  The 
amount  named  in  the  treaty  is  eleven  thousand 
and  some  odd  dollars.  Another  element  is 
$5,000  which  we  agreed  to  pay  them  in  a  pre- 
vious treaty  to  enable  them  to  settle  them- 
Helves  at  their  now  home.  The  residue  consists 
of  a  balance  due  them  which  was  heretofbre 
appropriated,  but  by  some  inadvertence  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year  was  covered  into  the 
Treasury. 

These  are  the  oQly  items  that  are  ii^luded 
in  this  ameodmeui:  the  taxes  paid  by  these 
Indians  to  tbe  Territory  of  Kansas  unjustly, 
that  we  have  agreed  in  a  treaty  to  refund  to 
them ;  $6,000  which  we  agreed  to  pay  them 
to  settle  in  their  new  homes^  which  has  never 


b«en  paid  ;  and  the  balance  of  an  appropria- 
tion which  has  been  inadvertently  covered 
into  the  Treasury. 

Now,  as  to  the  difference  between  the  amount 
named  in  the  treaty  and  the  amount  named  in 
the  main  item  of  the  amendment  as  now 
offered,  the  board  of  commissioners  thought 
this* Indian  tribe  would  be  entitled  to  interest 
on  the  amount  of  money  that  they  paid  out 
unjustly  to  the  Territory  of  Kaufas,  from  the 
date  they  paid  it  to  the  date  of  the  report  of 
that  commission,  and  that  makes  up  the  differ- 
ence between  the  $11,000  and  the  $14,000  as 
it  now  stands.  I  do  not  think  any  member  of 
the  Senate  who  will  examine  this  amendment 
can  doubt  the  legality  as  well  as  the  justice 
and  propriety  of  paying  this. 

Mr.  ROBB&TSON.  I  ask  the  Senator,  be- 
fore he  takes  his  seat,  when  was  the  treaty 
made  with  these  Indians  that  gave  them  the 
$11,0007 

Mr.  H  ARL  A N.  I  have  not  the  treaty  before 
me,  and  1  really  have  forgotten  when  it  was 
made.  The  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont 
suggests  that  that  part  of  this  item  making  up 
the  difference  between  $11,000  and  $14,000 
for  interest  on  the  money  they  paid  for  taxes 
ought  to  be  stricken  out,  and  1  should  advise 
my  honorable  friend  from  Kansas  to  modify 
the  amendment  to  that  extent. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  will  modify  it  at  the 
suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Ekansas  modifies  his  amendment  by 
striking  out  $14,000  and  inserting  $11,000. 
With  that  modification  there  will  be  no  new 
appropriation  in  the  amendment,  and  it  will 
therefore  come  within  the  rule. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senate  can  hardly 
be  aware  in  what  hardsbip  these  Wyandotte 
were  placed  by  the  action  of  that  territorial 
government  in  compelling  them  in  many  cases 
to  sell  their  stock,  their  cows,  and  everything 
they  had  to  pay  that  territorial  tax- 

Mr.  £DM  U NDS.  May  I  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kansas,  does  he  mean  that  the 
territorial  L^islature  elected  under  the  or- 
ganic act  setting  up  the  Territory,  as  a  territo- 
rial Legislature,  imposed  these  taxes,  or  wete 
these  taxes  imposed  by  a  Legislature  which 
was  elected  as  a  State  Legislature,  but  before 
the  State  was  admitted? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Neither  the  State  Legis- 
lature nor  any  person  elected  under  a  State 
government  imposed  these  taxes, 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  wish  to  mis- 
understand my  friend  or  have  him  misunder* 
stand  me.  I  want  to  know  whether  it  was  tbe 
territorial  Legislature  elected  under  the  act 
of  Congress  providing  for  a  territorial  Legis- 
lature that  undertook  to  impose  these  taxes» 
or  whether  it  was  a  body  of  men  acting  as  a 
Legislature  elected  under  some  constitution 
which  the  people  had  adopted  or  had  not,  with 
a  view  to  becoming  a  State  government? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  tried  to  answer  that  as 
plainly  as  I  could.  I  undertake  to  say  that  It 
was  the  members  elected  to  a  territorial  Legis- 
lature, and  not  to  any  State  Legislature  under 
any  of  the  constitutions. 

Mr.  EDM  UH  DS,  Then  the  treaty  does  not 
state  the  truth. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  treaty  says  *nhe 
State  of  Kansas,"  but  it  was  the  Territory  of 
Kansas.     We  were  not  a  State  until  1861. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  You  had  a  LejrisUtura 
that  called  itself  the  Legislature  of  a  State. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  VVe  had  a  State  Legisla- 
ture which  was  never  recognized  in  law  at  all, 
and  we  were  never  a  State  until  1861. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  How  <Ui  that  Legislature, 
calling  itself  a  State  Legislature,  in  this  inter* 
regnum,  so  to  speak,  raise  money  to  aupport 
itself,  &c.? 

Mr.  POMBROY.  It  never  levied  taxes. 
The  Topeka  consiitutiou,  which  was  tbe  Free- 
Siaia  organization,  was  supported  by  voluutary 
efforts  and  contributions.  It  never  collected 
a  tax  from  anybody.    It  was  an  ext«mporane* 


ous,  voluntary  thing,  wUch  was  got  up  there 
to  resist  pro-slavery  government. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  you  understand 
this  to  be  an  error  in  the  treaty? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Yes,  sir.  The  tax  wss 
levied  by  the  true  territorial  Legislature,  as  I 
understand. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  whether 
he  supposes  anv  portion  of  this  $11,000  will 
ever  go  to  the  VVyandott  Indians  ? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  suppose  every 
dollar  of  it  will  go  there.  I  do  not  know  of 
any  intervening  man,  I  never  heard  of  such  a 
man,  between  the  Wyandott  Indians  and  tbe 
Treasury  having  anything  to  do  with  it.  If 
there  is,  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  This  amendment,  as 
modified,  embraces  one  item  of  $2,089  61  that 
was  cash  belonging  to  these  Indians,  and  on 
the  books  of  tbe  Treasury  to  their  credit  at 
the  time  this  account  was  made  up.  Another 
item  is  an  appropriation  of  $6,000  in  cash 
given  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  February,  1867, 
which  has  never  been  paid  to  them.  The 
other  item  is  the  amount  of  $11,000  taxes  col- 
lected from  fhem  by  the  territorial  government 
of  Kansas  illegally.  Those  are  the  items  that 
they  claim  and  for  which  they  have  never  been 
paid,  and  the  fact  that  these  payments  have 
been  deferred  up  to  this  time,  I  think,  is  the 
very  best  reason  why  they  should  be  allowed 
now. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  interest  ought  to  be 
allowed,  too. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  think  interest  ought 
to  be  allowed  tbenfi,  and  1  think,  further,  that 
the  items  which  were  stricken  out  of  this 
amendment,  as  originally  proposed,  should  be 

raid;  but  the  committee  thoaght  otherwise, 
did  not  suppose  there  would  be  any  <^uestion 
as  to  the  justice  or  legality  of  paying  the 
items  included  in  the  amendment  as  now  mod- 
ified. I  cannot  understand  tbe  justice  of  keep- 
ing these  people  out  of  their  money  eight  or 
ten  yean,  and  then,  because  they  have  not 
been  able  to  get  their  money,  because  tbe  Gov- 
ernment has  been  successful  in  depriving  them 
of  getting  that  which  was  their  due,  turning 
around  and  saying,  *'  We  will  not  pay  it,  be- 
cause it  was  an  old  claim.' '  1  think  that  is 
setting  a  very  bad  example  of  fair  dealing  and 
justice  to  tbe  Indian.  I  nope  this  amendment, 
as  modified,  willprevail. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
a  little  time  to  look  at  this  first  item  of  $d,000i 
which  seems  to  be  a  still  older  affair,  aiM 
which  I  think  may  fairly  be  considered  to  have 
been  waived  and  condoned  in  the  new  treaty 
of  1866,  although  I  am  not  sure  about  that. 
I  think  tbe  treaty  of  18C6  should  supvasde 
that  if  it  was  merely  a  balaiGtce  that  stQod 
before  that  time  due  to  these  Indians*  To 
have  time  to  look  into  it,  I  movQ  fqr  the  time 
being  to  amend  tbiv  amendment  by  stnluog 
out  that  first  item  of  $H,000,  not  wit^  a  vie^ 
of  having  the  Senate  determine  at  this  moment 
positively  that  it  will  not  allow  U  undM  avir 
circumstances,  but  in  order  that  i  may  k^ok 
at  the  circumstances  of  it  while  tha  Son"^  is 

foing  on  with  other  aaeodmenU  to  the  hill, 
'hen,  if  it  turns  out  that  it  is  notJMt  ta  l^V^ve 
this  off  on  account  of  the  taet^j^  of  18^^  it 
can  be  proposed  afterward. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Let  it  be  laid  asidt  in- 
formally until  we  get  into  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EDM  UN  DS.  This  is  part  of  a  general 
amendment,  and  that  would  stop  tho  whole 
amendment  for  the  time  being. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  propose  to  letthe  whole 
amendment  lie  over  until  we  get  into  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  HAJtLAN.  While  tbe  honorable  Sen- 
ator is  looking  at  that,  I  will  move  a  verbal 
amendment  to  an  amendment  that  has  been 
agreed  to — merelv  a  change  of  a  date.  Tbe 
Secretanr  will  find  at  the  close  of  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  billf  ander  the  misoellaneous  head, 
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an  amendment  which  reads  **  November  12/' 
I  have  been  informed  that  the  date  of  the  order 
was  November  14.  I  ask  that  that  change  be 
made  in  an  amendment  alreadv  adopted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  change 
will  be  made  unless  there  is  objection. 

Mr.  POME  ROY.  Let  the  amendment  of 
my  coUeagne  be  laid  aside  infosmally  until  it 
can  be  looked  into. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  Let  it  be  lud  aside 
temporarily. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  will  be 
done  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  to  offer  the  amend* 
ment  submitted  some  days  since  and  printed, 
to  strike  out  from  line  seventeen  hundred  and 
nine  to  seventeen  hundred  and  twenty-five, 
inclusive,  and  to  insert  what  I  send  to  the 
Chair.  I  have  modified  the  amendment,  in 
accordance  with  suggestions  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morkill,]  to  apply  it  to 
Indians  with  whom  there  are  no  treaty  stip- 
ulations, that  there  may  be  twenty  per  cent, 
of  the  money  appropriated  in  this  bill  for 
Indians  with  whom  there  are  no  treaty  stip- 
ulations for  the  purchase  of  cattle  as  they 
may  elect.  There  is  no  objection  to  it  now, 
I  believe. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  give  notice  of  an 
amendment  that  I  intend  to  offer  to  this  bill. 
I  ask  that  it  be  printed  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

It  was  so  order^. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Oregon  to  be  an  amendmeot  to  an  amend- 
ment already  agreed  to.  That  being  the  case, 
it  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CPRBETT.  I  believe  the  amendment 
was  withdrawn,  or  was  proposed  and  not 
adopted.    Now  I  offer  it  in  a  modified  form. 

Mr.  COLE.  My  recollection  is  that  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  was  agreed 
to  on  the  1st  of  April.  The  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Oregon  is,  therefore,  out  of 
order. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  offer  an  amendment  on  page 

8;  line  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  to  insert : 

For  the  oayment  of  William  H.  Moore  k  Co.,  on  ao- 
eoant  of  depredations  cominitted  by  the  Cheyenne 
Indians  in  May.  1899.  $4S.l20. 

I  will  state 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order, 
Mr.  President;  and  that  is,  that  this  is  plainly 
and  distinctly  a  private  claim,  and  I  think, 
^ro  recollecting  the  name,  that  it  has  been 
ruled  out  at  former  sessions  as  a  private  claim. 
I  think  I  remember  the  name  ot  Moore.  As 
stated  in  the  amendment,  it  is  plainly  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  a  private  claim,  which 
the  rule  expressly  says  snail  not  go  into  an 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  This  amount  has  been  al- 
lowed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  an 
appropriation  asked  for  the  payment  of  it  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  under  the  Indian 
intercourse  act. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  does  not  make  the 
least  difference  on  the  point  of  order. 

The  PRESIDING  6FF1CER.    The  point 

of  order  raised  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont 

is  in  relation  to  the  rule,  which  the  Chair  will 

read: 

**And  no  amendment  shall  be  received  whose 
olijeet  is  to  provide  for  a  private  olsim,  nnlen  it  be 
to  carry  oat  the  provisions  of  an  existing  law,  or 
a  treaty  stipulation." 

Mr.  BLAIR.  This  is  to  carry  out  an  exist- 
ing law,  because  under  the  intercourse  act 
these  depredations  are  to  be  paid  for  and 
charged  against  the  annuities  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri  would  point  out  to  us 
the  statute  which  he  says  covers  this  case,  so 
that  it  makes  it  our  duty  to  appropriate  this 
money  under  the  rule. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  There  is  a  general  statute, 
the  Indian  intercourse  act 


Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  I  ask  my  friend  to 
point  it  out  to  us,  so  that  we  can  see  it  and 
read  it. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  have  not  the  statute  with 
me.    It  is  a  familiar  one  to  Senators. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     It  is  not  familiar  to  me. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  It  is  the  Indian  intercourse 
act,  protecting  all  licensed  persons  trading  in 
the  Indian  country,  and  requiring  the  Indians 
with  whom  the  Government  has  treaties,  if 
they  commit  depredations,  to  pay  them  ;  that 
is,  the  amount  of  the  depredation  is  charged 
to  the  tribe,  to  be  deducted  from  their  annui- 
ties. It  was  under  this  law  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  allowed  this  claim,  and  he 
sends  to  the  House  of  Representatives  the 
following  certificate: 

DspABTinm  ov  vn  Intbbioil 
Washinotom.  D.  C.  Jamuary  26, 1S71. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the 
papers  in  the  claim  of  W.  H.  Moore  k  Co.,  for  dep- 
redations oommitted  apon  their  property  in  1869  by 
Cheyenne  Indians. 

The  claim  has  been  allowed  by  this  Department, 
bat  there  being  no  fnnds  at  my  disposal  applicable 
to  its  payment,  I  recommend  the  sabject  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  Congress,  with  a  view  to 
an  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  DBLANO.  SeereUxry. 
Hon.  Jambs  G.  Blaibb, 

Speaker  of  the  Hau»0 1^  JR^rfeniaiiveB. 

This  allowance  of  the  Secretai^  of  the  Inte- 
rior was  made  under  this  law.  There  is  no 
other  law  or  authority  for  making  such  an 
allowance.  I  am  certain  that  the  Chair  will 
sustain  the  position  I  have  taken  that  this 
having  been  allowed  by  the  head  of  a  Depart- 
ment, and  recommended  to  Coneress  for  an 
appropriation,  the  point  of  order  must  be 
overruled. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  statute,  as  the  Senator's  attention 
has  been  called  to  it,  and  the  statute  is  not 
submitted,  the  Chair  will  suggest  that  the 
Senator  from  Missonri  temporarily  withdraw 
his  amendment,  and  have  the  statute  read  to 
the  Senate,  when  the  question  will  be  clear. 
The  Chair  will  be  compelled  to  sustain  the 
point  of  order  in  the  absence  of  the  statute. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Then  I  am  in  order  in 
offering  an  amendment? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  receive  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Minnesota. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  withdraw  my  amendment 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  offer  this  amendment: 
af^er  line  fourteen  hundred  and  ninety-nine  to 
insert : 

For  the  proportion  of  twelve  persons  of  91,000.000. 
placed  to  the  credit  of  said  Indians  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasary,  as  per  fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
November  1, 1837,  whole  nnmber  of  the  tribe  being 
fifteen  bandred  and  thirty-one  persons,  97,838  04. 

For  the  proportion  of  twelve  persons  of  $85,000, 
placed  to  the  credit  of  said  Indians  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasn V*  as  per  fourth  article  treaty  October  13, 
1816,  whole  numoer  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty-one, 
•666  24. 

For  the  proportion  of  twelve  persons  of  1200,000. 
placed  to  the  credit  of  said  Indians  on  the  books  of 
the  Treasury,  beinc  theamonnt,  in  part,  taken  f^om 
their  tribal  funds  to  pay  the  expenses  of  their  re- 
moval f>om  Minnesota,  provided  for  in  pabllc  act 
one  hundred  and  eighty-seven,  approved  July  16,1870, 
whole  number  fifteen  hundred  and  thirty-one, 
•1^  08. 

The  foregoinf  amounts  for  said  twelve  persons  are 
appro|>riated  from  the  sums  respectively  named, 
staodmf  to  the  credit  of  the  Winnebagoes  on  the 
books  of  the  Treasary,  and  shall  be  deducted  there- 
firom :  /Vovidect,  That  the  money  heretofore  appro- 
priated by  the  act  of  March  3,  1871.  for  the  three 
children  of  Sophia  Foyles  shall  be  paid  to  the  father 
of  said  children. 

I  have  here  a  communication  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  in  explanation  of  this 
matter.  The  case  is  entirely  proved  bv  it.  I 
ask  thatthe  communication  which  I  send  to  the 
desk  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

^Dbpaetmsht  of  thb  Ihtxbioe. 
Washinoton,  D.  C,  March  19, 1872. 

Sis:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy 
of  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
dated  the  18th  instant,  inclosing  an  estimate  of  an 
appropriation  for  $10,071  84,  required  to  pay  twelve 


Winnebago  Indians,  who  have  become  citiMai  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Di£ih 
and  tenth  sections  of  the  act  of  Congress  appro? ^i 
Jaly  15, 1870.  (See  Statntes-at-Large.  vol.  16.  pm 
361.) 

The  Commissioner  gives  at  length  the  faets  &3ii- 
ceming  the  sabjeet,  and  the  same  is  respectfallj 
submitted  for  the  favorable  ooufideration  of  Coa- 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

C.  DEIiA50, 
Seereianf  <^tke  ItUerior. 
Hon.  Jaxxs  G.  Blaiki, 

i^pcaJwr  i^  the  ffoute 


DXPAETXSKT  OV  THS  iHTEaiOK, 

OrviCB  ov  iHnxAV  Afpaibs, 
WiSHiHOTOir,  D.  C,  March  18,  Ifn 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inrite  your  attesH'^n  t^ 
the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the  act  makisj; 
appropriations  for  the  current  and  continceDt  ex- 
penses of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  talfiltics 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  various  Indian  tnbc«, 
for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1871.  and  for  other  par- 
poses.    (Statntes-at- Large,  vol.  16.  page  SSL) 

The  ninth  section  provides  "that  the  Secrttar; 
of  the  Interior  be,  and  hereby  is,  directed  to  esiue 
to  be  investigated  and  to  determine  the  claims  of 
certain  Indians  of  the  Winnebago  trib«,  now  Uv- 
fally  residing  in  the  State  of  Minnesota ;  to  ime 
patents  without  the  right  of  alienation  to  those  of 
them  whom  he  shall  find  entitled  thereto  for  ths 
lands  heretofore  allotted  to  them  in  severalty,  o? 
which  may  have  been  designated  by  them  for  allot- 
ment under  the  provisions  of  the  trea^  ratified 
March  16, 1861,  or  of  an  act  enUtled  *Ab  act  for  Uk 
removal  of  the  Winnebago  Indiana^  and  for  the  f^ 
of  their  reservation  in  Minnesota  for  their  benett. 
approved  February  21, 1888,"  An. 

The  tenth  section  provides  **  that  if  &t  any  tiae 
hereafter  any  of  the  said  Indians  shall  desire  to  be- 
come oitiiens  of  the  United  States,  they  shall  make 
application  to  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  tb« 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Minneeota.  and  ii 
open  court  make  the  same  proof  and  take  the  $a2&e 
oath  of  allegiance  as  is  provided  by  law  for  tJi« 
nataralisation  of  aliens,  and  shall  also  make  pn^-f 
to  the  satisfaction  of  satd  court  that  they  are  iafi- 
ciently  intelligent  and  prndoit  to  control  tbej 
affairs  and  interests*  that  they  have  adopted  the 
habits  of  civilised  life,  and  have,  for  at  lea^t  fire 
years  previous  thefeto,  been  able  to  support  them- 
selves and  families;  whereupon  they  shall  be  de- 
clared by  said  court  to  be  citixens  of  the  Uniud 
States,"  Ac. 

Under  these  provisions  one  hundred  aod  fifty -foer 
per8on8,reeiding  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  have  beca 
naturalised,  and  have  complied  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  sections  as  above  cited,  of  whom  oae 
hundred  and  fifty -three  were  paid  in  fall  their  pro- 
portionate share  of  the  tribal  funds  during  the  year 
1871. 

At  the  time  the  estimate  was  made  to  Congrev, 
January  4, 1871,  it  was  presumed  that  not  less  tbas 
one  hundred  and  sizt^  persons  would  avail  them- 
selves of  the  oi)portunity  of  becoming  citiseas.  and 
the  appropriation  was  asked  and  was  made  on  that 
basis.  Of  this  sum  appropriated,  there  reaaaini  en 
the  books  of  this  office  unexpended  $5J^  24.  beias 
seven  unpaid  shares 

From  the  seven  shares  thus  remaining  there 
should,  under  the  decision  of  the  Department,  Aa- 
gnst  21, 1871.  be  deducted  three  shares,  amoantins 
to  $2,517  96.  on  account  of  the  three  minor  ehildres 
of  Sophia  Foyles,  a  Winnebaco  woman  who  died 
after  declaring  her  desire  to  oeoome  naturalised, 
but  before  nataraliiation  papers  were  issued.  Spe- 
cial authority  will,  however,  nave  to  be  obtained  for 
the  payment  of  the  same  to  the  father  of  said  diil- 
dren.  (a  white  man,)  and  a  clause  conferring  saeh 
authority  has  been  added  to  the  draft  of  the 
inclosed  bill. 

In  January  last  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  of  Minnesota  naturalized 
sixteen  additional  members  of  the  tribe  who  had 
complied  with  the  provisions  of  seetions  nine  aad 
ten  of  the  act  approved  July  15, 1870. 

Oat  of  the  sum  heretofore  appropriated,  that  luf 
not  been  expended,  there  will,  as  above  explained, 
be  four  fall  shares  that  can  be  applied  toward  mak- 
ing payment  to  the  sixteen  now  entitled  to  their 
several  shares  of  the  tribal  fanda,  leaving  that  bai 
twelve  shares  for  which  an  appropriation  is  required. 

There  will  be  required  to  be  appropriated  tor  the 
twelve  persons  the  following  sums: 


For  amount  placed  to  the  credit  of  said  Indians 
on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  as  per  fourth  artiele 
treaty  November  1,  1837,  cash  value  of  tveirr 
shares - —  f7,S38  01 

For  amount  placed  to  the  credit  of  said 
Indians  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury, 
as  per  fourth  article  treaty  October  IS, 
1846.  cash  value  of  twelve  shares.....^.....^      6B6  S 

For  this  amount,  placed  to  the  credit  of  said 
Indians,  for  the  purpose  of  refundina  the 
amount  taken  from  their  tribal  funds  to 

Kay  the  expenses  of  tiieir  removal  llrom 
[innesota,  cash  vaine.............«....«»...^.    1.5^  6r> 

Total  amount  due  twelve  persona. f  lO.OTl  !>4 

which  will  have  to  be  appropriated  by  Coagres* 
before  a  settlemeat  oan  be  made  aseoatemplated  by 
the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the  act  approvea 
July  15, 1871. 

I  inclose  herewith  an  estimate  of  appropriatioBS 
required  to  pay  said  twelve  Winnehacoes  their  share 
of  said  annuittes,  and  respsotfaUy  request  that  the 


1872. 
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Mtxne  be  laid  before  Gonffress  for  the  action  of  that 
body. 

Very  respeotfoJly,  your  obedient  serraot, 

F.  A.  WALKER,  QmmiMi,3Her. 
Hon.  G.  DxLANO.  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Eetitnaie  of  fnnde  required  to  pay  twelve  Winnd^ago 
InUiane  foko  have  oecome  cttizene  of  (ke  United 
SlaUe  under  the  ninth  and  teiUh  eeetume  <^  the  act 
of  Congreee  approved  July  15, 1870. 

For  the  proportion  of  twelve  persons,  of  $1,000,000 
placed  to  the  credit  of  said  Indians  on  the  books 
of  the  Treasury,  as  per  foarth  artiole  treaty  No- 

.  Tembor  1, 1837:  whole  oomber  of  the  tribe  being 
iirtoen  hundred  and  thirty-one  persons...  $7,893  (a 

For  the  proportion  of  twelve  persons,  of 
$85,000  placed  to  the  credit  of  said  In- 
dians on  the  books  of  the  Treasury,  as 
per  fourth  article  treaty  October  13. 18t46 ; 
whole  number  of  the  tribe  being  fifteen 
haodred  and  thirty-one  persons.......... .      666  23 

For  the  proportion  of  twelve  persons,  of 

f 200,000  placed  to  the  credit  of  said 
ndians  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury, 
being  the  amount  in  part  taken  from  their 
tribal  funds  to  pay  the  expenses  of  their 
removal  from  Minnesota,  provided  for  in 
publio  act  No.  187,  approved  July  15, 
1870......... — .........................M....................   1,567  60 

$10,071  84 

And  be  it  JmHher  provided.  That  the  sum  of 
$2,517  96,  heretofore  appropriated,  be  paid  to  Aaron 
It.  Foyles,  (a  white  man,)  the  father  of  the  three 
children  of  Sophia  Foyles,  a  Winnebafo  Indian, 
who  died  alter  deotaring  her  intention  of  becoming 
a.  oitisen,  and  before  her  naturalisation  papers  were 
issued  by  the  United  States  court. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Senate  will  peroeive 
that  this  is  upon  the  recommendation  of  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Afiairs,  fortified  by 
the  snbseqaent  favorable  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior.  I  imagine  there  is  no 
occasion  to  say  more. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  perceive  that  the 
House  of  Represenatives,  to  whom  ibis  com- 
munication was  addressed,  has  not  seen  fit  to 
pnt  these  items  in  the  bill ;  but  of  course  that 
18  no  argument  against  the  proposition.  The 
ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the  appropriation 
bill  of  1870  do  provide,  as  is  recited  here, 
that  when  these  Indians  do  thas  and  so  they 
may  become  citizens  and  may  have  lands  in 
severalty,  and  that  that  shall  not  debar  them 
of  their  right  to  have  their  proportion  of  the 
Indian  trust  funds,  which  the  Secretary  shall 
ascertain  and  pay  to  them.  These  two  sec* 
tions  therefore  execute  themselves,  and  there 
is  no  need  of  any  special  legislation  on  the 
subject,  because  the  statute  declares  that  when 
the  events  occur  out  of  which  the  separate 
right  of  these  Indians  to  take  their  share  of 
the  funds  shall  arise,  then  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  having  these  trust  funds  in  charee 
shall  allot  their  share  to  them  in  severalty.  If 
my  friend  is  right  about  the  facts,  it  does  not 
therefore  neea  any  such  long  appropriation 
amendment  as  this  is  to  accomplish  his  pur- 
pose. If  he  should  merely  offer  an  amend- 
ment which  would  simply  say  **  to  enable  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  execute  the  pro- 
visions of  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the 
act  of  1870,"  so  that  no  person  will  acquire 
by  force  of  this  bill  a  title  to  the  specific 
money,  but  it  shall  be  still  left  in  the  charge 
of  the  Secretary  as  an  act  of  public  adminis- 
tration to  ascertain  and  pay  to  these  people 
such  money  as  they  may  be  entitled  to  under 
these  two  sections,  I  should  not  see  any  objec- 
tion to  it. 

I  move  to  amend  the  amendment,  provided 
the  amendment  is  in  order,  (and  I  suppose  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions knows  whether  it  is  or  not,)  by  striking  it 
all  out,  and  inserting  other  matter  so  as  ta 
make  it  read  as  follows : 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  carry 
into  effect  the  ninth  and  tenth  sections  of  the  act  of 
July  16,1870.  **  making  appropriations  for  the  cur- 
rent and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment," Ac,  in  the  manner  therein  provided,  $10,000. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Of  course,  I  am  not  par- 
ticular how  it  is  done.  1£  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  prefers  his  own  mahner  of  dotting 
his  f*g  and  crossing  his  fa,  I  shall  not  object; 
but  the  amooot  is  910,071  84.  if  he  is  particu- 
lar aboat  thm  tarn  recommenaed  by  the  Com- 


missioner of  Indian  Affairs.  Substantially, 
what  the  Senator  suggests  as  an  amendment 
has  been  reported  by  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  who  was  acting  on  the  estimates 
before  him. 

Mr.  EDM  UNDS.  I  am  not  particular  about 
having  things  my  own  way  or  dotting  my  t'« 
and  crossing  my  fa,  as  the  Senator  from  Min- 
nesota says ;  but  I  am  particular,  if  I  am  not 
offensive  in  being  so,  in  undertaking  toprotect 
the  money  of  the  people  and  of  these  Indians 
against  improper  dispositions.  If  in  that  re- 
spect I  incur  the  displeasure  of  my  honorable 
friend,  (as  I  am  sure  I  du  not,)  I  am  very 
sorry.  The  difference  between  the  amend- 
ment which  he  proposes  and  the  one  which  I 
propose  as  a  substitute  for  it  I  stated  before, 
and  I  will  state  it  again  for  his  benefit.  In 
the  form  that  he  proposes  it  certain  specific 
persons  are  declared  to  be  entitled  positively 
to  specific  sums  of  money,  and  if  they  have 
solcl  them  out  to  any  attorney  or  anybody 
else,  there  is  no  help  for  it;  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  has  got  to  pay  the  money. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  the  object  be,  as  I 
know  it  is  on  the  part  of  my  honorable  friend, 
merely  to  provide  the  means,  if  any  further 
means  are  necessary,  as  it  is  not,  to  enable 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  execute  these 
two  sections  -which  have  been  referred  to. 
then  let  us  say  so,  and  that  gives  him  ana 
the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  the 
same  control  over  this  public  money  to  see 
that  it  is  justly  administered  that  thev  have 
over  all  the  other  appropriations.  I  think 
that  is  a  pretty  wide  difference  in  respect  to 
the  proper  method  of  administering  public 
affairs.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  oues- 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  irom 
Vermont  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Minnesota. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.     I    now    call   up    my 
amendment  which  was  laid  over  informally. 
The  amendment  was  read  as  follows : 

For  fulfilling  treaty  obligations  of  the  United 
States  with  Wyandott  Indians,  as  provided  in  the 
thirteenth  article  of  the  treaty  concluded  February 
23, 1867,  the  following  amounts  ascertained  to  be  due 
by  the  board  of  commissioners  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  as  per  their  report  dated 
March  2,  1889,  namely:  money  heretofore  appro- 
priated in  fulfillment  of  treaty  stipulations,  bnt 
transferred  to  the  surplus  fund,  $3,844  69 ;  tuxes 
unjasUy  collected  by  the  territorial  government 
of  Kansas  in  1859  and  1860  to  be  refunded,  $14,582  62; 
to  enable  the  Wyandotts  to  establish  themselves  in 
their  new  home  in  the  Indian  territory,  $5,000;  in 
all.  $28,427  31,  to  be  paid  under  the  direodon  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  thought  the  honorable 
Senator  had  modified  the  second  item  of 
$14,000  to  make  it  $11,000,  According  to  the 
treaty. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  understood  the  Sen- 
ator  to  make  a  motion  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  made  that  suggestion,  and 
I  thought  my  friend  accepted  it.  If  not,  I  move 
to  strike  out ''  $14,000''  and  insert ''  $11,000." 
My  motion  is  to  strike  out  the  excess  which 
covers  allowance  of  interest,  because  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  does  not  pay 
interest  in  its  dealings  with  its  own  citizens, 
and  it  should  not,  therefore,  in  its  dealings  with 
these  people,  and  to  refuna  the  principal  pro- 
vided for  by  treaty. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  understand  the  Sen- 
ator now. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  all  my  present 
motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Kansas  accept  the  modification  7 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  The  principal  amount 
is  $11,708  66. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Very  welL 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment will  be  so  modified. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Now  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  first  item  of  $8,844  69,  which  I  ad- 


dressed myself  to  a  little  while  ago.  I  am 
satisfied,  on  looking  at  the  report  upon  whioh 
these  items  are  based,  that  this  $3,844  ia 
made  up  of  old  omissions  under  a  former 
treaty  bv  the  United  States  to  provide  quite 
as  much  steel  for  a  blacksmith  or  ^aite  as 
many  goods  for  annuity  as  it  was  said  they 
ought ;  but  does  it  appear  on  the  books  of  the 
Treasnrr  that  there  was  so  much  money  left 
that  had  not  been  spent  for  this  purpose  that 
under  the  old  treaty  we  agreed  we  would 
spend?  The  parties  meet  together,  settle  all 
their  affairs,  enter  into  a  new  business  treaty 
which  plainly  condones  and  wipes  out  any  old 
claim  which  these  Indians  may  have  had  in 
that  little  driblet  that  was  left  over  of  unde- 
livered goods.  I  believe  my  friend  from 
Kansas  is  satisfied  that  this  view  is  correct. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  stated  to  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  that  I  would  agree  to  modify 
the  amendment  as  he  suggests,  not  admitting, 
however,  that  the  amount  has  ever  been  paid 
to  the  Indians.  He  states  himself  that  the 
amount  has  never  been  paid,  and  he  thinks  it 
ought  bot  to  be  paid. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  did  not  say  whether 
the  amount^had  ever  been  paid  or  not.  I  say. 
assuming  for  the  purpose  or  this  argument  that 
it  was  not  paid,  it  was  plainly  waived  and 
merged  in  the  new  treaty. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  accept  the  modifica- 
tion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  as  modified. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  have  another  amend- 
ment: 

For  this  amount.  120,000,  to  assist  the  Peoria.  Kas- 
kaskia,  Wea,  and  Piankeshaw  Indians  to  establish 
themselyes  in  their  new  home,  (the  said  amount  to 
be  taken  firom  the  inrested  funds  of  said  confeder- 
ated tribes,)  in  accordanoe  with  the  stipulations 
oontained  m  the  twenty-fourth  artiole  of  the  treaty 
with  tbsse  Indians  and  other  tribes  of  Indians  of 
February  23, 1867,  (Statutes.  toI.  15.  pace  150,)  $20,000. 

This  appropriation  is  recommended  by  the 
Department,  and  has  been  considered  by  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  I  have  been 
instructed  to  report  the  amendment. 

By  the  treaty  of  1867  it  is  provided  that 
there  be  paid  to  these  Indians  per  capita  on 
the  1st  dav  of  July,  1868,  the  sum  of  $30,(X)0, 
to  assist  them  in  establishing  themselves  upon 
their  new  homes  ;  and  at  any  time  thereaUer, 
upon  application  from  the  chiefs  of  these 
tribes,  when  in  their  opinion  an  additional  sum 
may  be  necessary  to  assist  in  improving  their 
new  homes,  the  appropriation  shall  be  made 
from  their  invested  funds.  The  chiefs  have 
made  the  application  in  accord|ince  with  the 
terms  of  the  treaty ;  it  has  been  approved  by 
the  local  Indian  agent  and  by  tne  general 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs.  This  amend- 
ment simply  takes  $20,000  from  the  large  in- 
vested fund  of  these  tribes  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  them  in  building  houses  and  fences, 
and  otherwise  improving  their  farms. 

There  are  only  about  two  hundred  of  these 
Indians  in  the  Indian  territory,  and  they  are 
making  great  progress  in  civilization,  and  they 
are  doing  a  gi^at  deal  toward  getting  improved 
farms,  and  it  was  thought  wise  that  this  ap- 
propriation should  be  made ;  that  is,  that  they 
should  be  permitted  to  take  from  their  invested 
funds  the  amount  of  $20,000  and  apply  it  in 
this  way.  The  whole  subject  has  been  fully 
considered  bv  the  Department,  and  I  will  sena 
up  to  the  desk  to  be  read  some  letters  in  regard 
to  it  * 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  is  no  objection 
to  it. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  If  there  is  any  objec- 
tion to  the  appropriation  let  the  report  which 
I  send  up  be  reaa ;  bnt  if  there  is  not,  I  do  not 
wish  it  to  be  read. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    Let  it  be  read. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  the*  amendment  has 
not  been  referred  to  the  Comnrittee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  they  have  had  n&  opportunity  to 
examine  it. 
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Mr.  CALDWELL.  It  has  beea  recom- 
mended by  the  Department,  and  I  ha^e  been 
directed  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
to  offer  it. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  calls  for  an  appropriation, 
and  I  must  raise  the  point  of  order  upon  it, 
that  it  may  be  ezamiqed  in  connection  with 
the  treaties. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.    Mr.  President 

Mr.  COLE.  I  believe  I  have  the  floor,  and 
if  I  have,  I  should  like  to  proceed. 

Mr.  POMERO  Y.  Let  us  have  the  point  of 
order  settled  before  the  Senator  goes  on.  He 
cannot  debate  the  amendment  until  that  ques- 
tion  IS  settled 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  California  raises  the  point  of  order  thai 
the  provision  of  the  rule  requiring  an  amend- 
ment to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations one  day  beforehand  has  not  been 
complied  with.  If  that  be  so,  the  Chair  will 
sustain  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  is  something  to  be 
said  upon  that  point.  In  the  first  place,  this 
amendment  does  not  require  to  be  submitted 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  at  all,  for 
it  makes  no  appropriation.  It  only  takes  the 
Indians'  money,  which  is  already  their  money, 
and  tells  the  Department  how  it  shall  be  used. 
Secondly,  the  amendment  is  recommended 
by  the  head  of  a  Department,  and  on  that 
account  does  not  need  to  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  COLE.  All  amendments  asking  for 
new  appropriations^  or  making  appropriations 
of  money,  must  go  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  if  I  understood  the  reading 
of  this  amendment,  it  appropriates  $20,000 
out  of  funds  in  the  Treasury  now  to  a  band  of 
Indians  in  the  southern  part  of  Kansas. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  read  the  rule : 

**A11  amendmeDtfl  to  general  appropriation  bills 
r^^oitod  firom  coniiuitt«cg  of  the  Bonate,  proposing 
new  items  of  aopropriation.  shall,  one  day  before 
tb*  y  are  offered*  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
AfpropriatioDs.  and  all  general  appropriation  bills 
•hall  be  referred  to  the  s^d  committee." 

The  Chair  understands  that  this  amendment 
has  not  been  so  referred. 

Mr.  POMERO  Y.  The  Doint  I  make  is  that 
it  has  been  recommeadea  by  the  head  of  a 
Department. 

The  PRESIDING  OFHCER.  The  Sena- 
tor  from  Kansas  raises  the  point  that  it  is  not 
an  appropriation.     That  is  a  question  of  fact. 

Mr.  POMERO Y.  It  is  an  appropriation  in 
one  sense.  It  enables  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  take  this  much  of  the  mone^  of 
these  Indians  which  is  invested  and  pay  it  to 
them  this  yed)r  over  and  above  their  regular 
interest.  That  is  what  it  does;  but  being 
recommended  by  the  head  of  a  Department, 
and  coming  directly  from  a  Department,  it 
does  not  need  to  be  sent  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  at  all. 

Mr.  COLE.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  is  a 
new  item  of  appropriation  ooming  directly 
within  the  rule. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  rule  says  that  all 
amendments  recommended  by  committees 
must,  one  day  before  being  offered,  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations; 
but  if  the  amendment  comes  straight  from 
the  Department,  it  doe*  not  need  to  go  to  the 
committee  one  day  beforehand. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEB.  The  Chair 
will  remind  the  Senator  from  Kanaas  that  this 
proposition  is  a  new  item  of  appropriation,  as 
the  Chair  understaadsi  That  i«  ihm  point 
raised  by  the  Senator  from  California.  If  it  is 
a  new  item  of  appropriation!  \h»  rul^  olearly 
requires  that  it  shall  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriaticins. 

Mr.  POME  ROT.  Not  if  it  doea  not  cona 
from  a  committee.  AH  approprialuQios  lac- 
ommeaded  by  a  committee  must  ^  to  the 
Comnu^tee  on  ApproBrialaons.  If  this  aoMod- 
raent  had  come  simply  £rom  the  Committaa  on 
Indian  Affairs,  they  should,  under  the  raloi 


one  day  before  offering  it  in  the  Senate,  refer 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  But 
if  it  comes  directly  from  the  Department  it 
does  not  need  to  be  referred  one  day  before- 
hand, or  if  it  is  to  carry  out  an  existing  law 
or  treaty  it  does  not  need  to  be  referred. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  observe  that  the  Senator  from  Kansas 
[Mr.  Caldwell]  stated  in  presenting  the 
amendment  that  he  reported  it  and  was  in- 
structed to  report  it  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  a  standing  committee  of  the 
Senate.  Therefore,  as  it  is  an  amendment 
from  a  committee,  and  as  it  proposes  to  make 
a  new  item  of  appropriation,  tne  Chair  sus- 
tains the  point  of  order  made  by  the  Senator 
from  California. 

Mr.  CALD  WELL.  I  desire  to  slate  in  my 
own  vindication  that  I  inquired  of  older  Sen- 
ators whether  it  was  necessary  to  refer  the 
amendment  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, and  they  said  they  thought  not  under 
the  ruh.  The  amendment  is  recommended 
by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  and  by 
the  head  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  The  Chair  has  already  decided  that 
the  amendment  is  out  of  order,  and  therefore 
debate  upon  it  is  not  in  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  noint 
of  order  raised  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina  is  well  taken. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  This  is  of  no  conse- 
quence except  as  a  precedent.  I  want  to 
read  the  rule,  and  let  us  see  what  we  are 
doing.  This  rale  is  an  amendment  to  the 
general  rule  of  the  Senate,  and  was  adopted 
two  years  ftgo.  Formerly  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary in  this  body  for  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  before  we  had  a  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  to  take  charge  of  the  appro- 
priation bills ;  and  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  complained  that  commit- 
tees moved  amendments  on  appropriation 
bills  of  which  he  had  no  notice ;  that  when 
an  appropriation  bill  was  before  the  Senate 
the  other  committees  would  move  amend- 
ments of  which  the  Committee  on  Finance 
had  no  notice,  so  that  they  could  not  success- 
fully controvert  them  and  had  no  knowledge 
on  the  subject.  Hence  we  amended  the  thir- 
tieth rule  by  adding  this  language : 

*'  All  amendments  to  general  approprlatioa  bills 
reported  frooi  committees  of  the  Senate,  proposing 
new  items  of  anpropriAtloDS,  shall,  one  day  oeibre 
they  are  offered,  be  referred  to  the  GommAttee  on 
Appropriations." 

That  was  to  give  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations one  day's  notice  of  all  amendments 
to  be  offered  from  other  committeea.  That  ia 
all  there  is  in  that.     Then  the  last  clause  is : 

**And  all  general  appropriation  bille  shall  be 
referred  to  the  said  oommittee." 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Does  the  Senator 
mean  to  say  that  the  rule  justifies  an  individ- 
ual Senator  in  moving  an  amendment  without 
referring  it  to  that  eommittee? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Not  unless  it  comes  regu- 
larly from  the  head  of  a  Department.  Ifit  comes 
from  the  head  of  a  Department,  or  if  it  is  to 
carry  out  a  treaty,  or  it*  it  ia  to  carry  ont  a  pro- 
vision of  the  law,  we  can  do  it,  as  you  will  see 
from  the  langua^^e  of  the  rule: 

"No  amendment  proposing  adAttlonal  appropri- 
ation shall  be  reoeived  to  any  c*OM>al  aparopriatioa 
bill  unleu  it  be  made  to  carry  out  the  provisions 
of  some  existing  law  "— 

Any  Senator  may  move  an  amendment  of 

that  sort — 

"or  some  act  or  resolution  prevlonaly  AMsed  by 
the  Senate  during  that  session  "— ■ 

Any  Senator  can  move  an  amendmeat  ef 
that  sort — 

**  or  moved  by  direction'  of  a  standing  or  seleet 
oonuBittee  of  Ifte  Senaia'^— 


Now  comes  the  clause  covering  thiw 

'*  or  in  pnrsaenoe  of  an  estimate  frook  Sfa«  kea4  ef 
some  of  the  Oepartmeota" 

Any  Senator  can  move  an  amendment  af 

that  sort. 

*'  And  no  amendment,  shall  be  reoeived  whose 
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objeot  is  to  provide  for  a  private  daim,  unless  it  W 
to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  an  existing  law  et  t 
treaty  stipulation." 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Now,  if  mj 
honorable  friend  has  observed  it,  the  nnifonn 
role  has  been  this,  and  it  is  not  only  the  spirit 
of  the  rule,  but  it  is  the  letter  of  the  rale 
also :  an  amendment  cannot  be  moved  at  ali 
unless  it  falls  i^ithin  a  certain  condiiioo  of 
things.  It  must  be  in  pnrsoance  of  a  treaty, 
or  an  obligation  of  law,  a  recomnBeadatioQ  of 
the  Department,  or  of  a  standing  committer, 
and  in  neither  case  shall  that  be  done  nnlesi 
notice  thereof  has  been  given  to  the  Com 
mittee  on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  honorable  Senator 
will  pardon  me,  this  is  not  intended  to  he  sa 
appropriation  ont  of  the  Treasury  proper. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     We  are  oot  dls 
cussing  that  question  at  all.   I  ana  aiaply  rspij 
ing  to  the  honorable  Senator  frona  Kansa^i  wbo 
says  it  is  not  necessary  that  notice  shoald  br 
given  unless  the  proposition  cornea  frem 
standing  committee. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  On  the  point  of  order  I  hsTe 
nothing  to  say,  but  I  hope  it  will  be  waived. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  do  oet  aise 
the  point  of  order.  I  simply  si^jr  that  my  bes- 
orable  friend  from  Kansas  ia  olearly  wrong  is 
the  interpretation  he  given  to  tha  rale,  and  tk« 
Chair  is  clearly  right. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Chair  agrees  mv^ 
me  on  this  qnestion. 

The  PRE;^IDINO  OFFICER.  The  ChsL- 
will  remind  the  Senator  froM  Kaneae  that  be 
stated  that  his  coUeagne  was  lAatrooled  by  ih« 
Committee  on  Indian  Affaire  !•  present  the 
amendment.  Therefore  it  ie  a  report  from  s 
oommittee,  and  it  comes  olearly  wMbin  the  rale 
requiring  one  day* 8  notice  to  the  Coamittee 
on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  POMEaOY.  On  that  state  of  &ets  I  do 
not  dispute  the  decitien  of  the  Chair.  If  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Aflhirs  report  this  amend- 
ment, then  it  should  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations;  hat  while  that  u 
true  or  may  be  troe — I  do  aoi  hoow  whether 
it  is  or  not — the  amendmeat  doee  eaaae  directly 
from  the  Department,  and  t^evefofw  It  woeM 
be  in  order  if  the  Committee  on  IsdiMsAftun 
never  reported  it  at  all. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFIOBB.  The  Chak 
did  not  rale  on  that  point. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Of  ooasee  the  Chair  d«d 
not,  because  if  he  did,  he  wowM  hai^  ses* 
tained  me. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine,  i  rmaee  oe  q«e»* 
tion  about  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  agree  with  the  faliw 
of  the  Chair  so  far  as  ameodmeate  ispumil 
from  eommittees  are  eoncemed. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    I  desire  that  the  SeaeN 
may  understand  distinctly  what  thie 
meat  ia    The  laagaage  of  the  amen 
as  foUowe: 


fsf  tbis  amoaet  to  assist  tho  Peoria. 
Wmi»  and  ?iaakeshaw  Indians  to  establish  _ 
solves  in  their  new  hemes,  (the  said  amount  gt  h$ 
taken  f^om  the  invested  fund  of  said  oonnidaicatw 
tribes,)  in  aoeordanee  witk  the  stipalaileiir  coe- 
t^ed  in  the  twentr-fontih  artMa  of  %f^ 
wiuttbese  and  other  tribes  of  Indians  of 

This  money  is  not  in  the  Treasury.  It  t^ 
been  invested  in  bonds,  and  this  is  not  dirv lb' 
an,  appropriation. 

Mr.  P(>MEROY.  Now  I  move  thi^  %mm^ 
ment  as  one  recommended  hy  the  ]uBad  of^ 
Department  in  the  Iangua,ge  which  aas  bcs* 
read  by  the  Senator  from  Iowa. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  S^ii 
atot  from  Saojws  now  meves  this  ameivloqst 
aa  coming  from  the  head  of  %  Departsspt- 
The  Ohair  will  eatertaia  the  boInw. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  ask  for  tlie  yeas  and 
naye  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mff.  SDMUNDO.  Let  the  amewijaeai  he 
reponted. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  ibUowa: 

For  this  amount  to  aaslrtthe 
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Wea,  and  Piankeshaw  Indians  to  ostablisli  them- 
eelves  in  their  new  homes,  (the  said  amount  to  be 
taken  from  the  invested  fund  of  said  oon federated 
tribes.)  in  acoordanoe  with  the  stipulations  con- 
tain ed  in  the  twenty -fourth  article  of  the  treaty 
Trith  thcoe  and  other  tribes  of  Indians  of  February 
23,  1867.  $20,000. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Is  that  amendment 
moved  by  the  Indian  Committee? 

Mr.  POMEROY.     No,  air;  I  move  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  How  cornea  it  here, 
then? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  observe  that  it  is  recommended  by  the 
head  of  a  Department. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  move  it  as  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and 
as  coming  from  him. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Has  it  ever  been  before 
the  Indian  Committee? 

Mr.  POMEROY.    Ithaa. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Why  did  not  that  com- 
mittee offer  it? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Because  they  neglected 
to  give  one  day^s  notice  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  It  was  agreed  upon  by  the 
committee. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  committee  agreed 
to  it,  bat  technically  under  the  rule,  not  hav- 
ing given  one  day's  notice  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  it  was  not  in  order;  and  so 
I  move  it  now  under  another  provision  of  the 
rule. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  When  is  the  committee 
bound  to  give  notice? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Underthe  rule  all  amend- 
ments from  committees  shall,  one  day  before 
they  are  offered,  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations,  and  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Anairs  neglected  to  refer  this  amend- 
ment one  day  beforehand. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  should  like  to  ask 
the  honorable  Senator  whether  he  puts  the 
beads  of  Departments  above  the  committees 
of  the  Senate  in  this  matter  or  any  other?  I 
ask  if  it  is  not  as  necessary  that  they  should 
give  notice  of  propositions  of  amendments  as 
well  as  committees?  Is  there  not  the  same 
propriety  and  the  same  necessity  that  they 
should  do  it  as  that  committees  of  the  Senate 
should  give  one  day's  notice  ? 

Mr.  rOMEROY.  I  am  not  going  to  discuss 
the  propriety  of  the  rule.  I  have  stated  the 
rule,  and  the  Chair  has  sustained  the  amend- 
ment. I  do  not  discusfl  whether  the  rule  is 
right  or  wrong. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  rule  does  not  say 
that  they  shall  have  that  power  at  all.  They 
are  not  mentioned  in  the  rule.  The  rule  pre- 
sumes that  all  propositions  of  amendment  on 
appropriation  bills  come  from  committees. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  know  the  state 
of  the  question. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Kansas. 

Mr.  COLE.    We  are  appropriating  money 

to  pay  interest  to  these  Indians,  the  Kaskas- 

kiasy  Weas,  Peorias,  and  Piankeshaws,  from 

year  to  year.    Certainly  there  is  a  provision 

of  that  kind  in  this  bill.     On  page  69  of  the 

bill  I  read  as  follows : 

For  payment  of  interest  on  eertain  abstracted 
and  Bon-payioff  State  itoekt  baioncioff  tovariova 
Indian  tnbae,  and  held  in  trust  by  tha  Secretary  of 
the  lotetior.  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  80, 187Z 

Then  comes  these  Indians  whose  names  1 

have  mentioned,  and  one  item  is : 

For  interest  on  the  Kaskaiikias,  Weas,  Peorias, 
and  Fiankeshaws'  school  fund,  91,449. 

I  do  not  know  what  particular  form  this 
indebtedness  is  in. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  honorable  Senator 
will  pardon  me,  perhaps  the  letters  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  and  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  which  I  have  here^  will  throw 
light  on  those  points. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  know  whether 
this  is  their  school  fund  that  we  are  now  tak- 
ing and  paying  over  to  them  to  be  used  for 
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permanent  improvements  upon  their  rpserva- 
tions  or  lands.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
sort  of  a  fund  it  is. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  These  letters  may  throw 
some  light  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  COLE.  Certainly  we  do  not  want  to 
appropriate  to  pay  them  the  interest  on  cer- 
tain non-paying  State  stocks  and  then  appro- 
priate the  principal  of  those  stocks  for  per- 
manent improvements,  and  least  of  all  do  we 
wish  to  do  that  if  it  is  in  the  form  of  a  school 
fund  to  aid  in  their  education.  I  8up[>ose 
these  are  old  State  stocks ;  stocks  perhaps  of 
the  rebel  States  tHat  hfive  ceased  to  bear  inter- 
est, and  the  United  States  now,  with  unheard- 
of  generosity,  is  paying  the  interest  from  year 
to  year  ou  these  old  State  stocks. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Kansas. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  There  seems  to  be  a  mis- 
apprehension about  it,  and  I  therefore  ask  to 
have  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  and  the  Com- 
missioner read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  letters : 

Department  or  the  Interior, 
Wasbinoton,  D.  C,  March  7, 1872. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  acopy 
of  a  report  from  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
dated  the  5th  instant,  together  with  the  aooom- 
puuyiug  papers,  incloding  an  estimate  of  $20,000, 
required  to  aid  the  Seneoas.  Mixed  6eneca«.  Sbaw- 
nees.  and  Quapaws,  and  the  confederated  bands  of 
Peorias,  Kaskaskias,  Ao..in  carrying  on  their  indus- 
trial pursuits  in  the  Indian  territory:  this  amount 
to  be  taken  from  their  invested  fund  and  paid  to 
them  in  aocordance  with  treaty  stipulations.  (See 
Statutes-at-Larf  e,  vol.  15.  p.  519.) 

The  Commissioner  states  fully  the  reasons  why 
this  appropriation   is  requested,  and  the  aooom- 

fanning  papers  give  evidence  of  the  industry  of  the 
ndiaas  referred  to.  I  therefore  respectfully  recom- 
mend that  the  matter  receive  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  Congress. 
Very  reepeetfuUy.  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  DELANO, 
Secretary  of  the  Iniertor, 
Hon.  Jaxks  O.  Blaiitu, 

Sipeaker  Houee  <if  Bn>rfentati9ee. 

Dipartmbnt  op  the  Interior, 

Of KicE  OF  Indian  AypAiRs. 
Wasainoton.  D.  C,  March  5, 1872. 

Sii :  The  twenty-fourth  artiele  of  the  treaty  of 
February  23, 1867,  with  the  Seneeas.  Mixed  Senecas 
and  Sbawnees,  Qnapaw.«<,  Confederated  Peorias. 
EaskaskiaR,  Weas,  and  Plankeshaws,  Ottawas  or 
Blanohard's  Pork  and  Roebe  de  Bceuf,  and  eertain 
Wyandotts,  (Statute,  vol.  15,  page  519.)  in  its  relation 
to  the  interests  of  the  Peorias,  Kaskaskias,  Wear, 
and  Piankeshaws.  provides  that  tbere  shall  be  taken 
from  the  investeu  funda  of  theae  Indians, and  paid 
to  tUemjver  capita,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1868.  the  mm 
of  $30,000.  to  assist  them  in  establishiog  themselves 
upon  their  new  homee;  and  that  at  any  time  thore- 
atter,  when  the  chiefs  shall  represent  to  theniisfao- 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that  an  addi- 
tional sum  is  necessary,  such  sum  may  aiso  he  taken 
from  the  invested  fund  of  the  tribe. 

I  now  have  the  honor  to  present  copies,  in  dupli- 
cate, of  a  petition  from  the  chiefii  of  the  tribe  con- 
cerned in  this  matter,  asking  that,  in  accordance 
with  the  above  p'ovisions  of  the  treaty,  the  addi- 
tional sum  of  120,000  bo  appropriated,  to  enable  their 
people  further  to  improve  and  enlarf  e  their  farms, 
and  surround  themselves  generally  with  the  condi- 
tions of  civilised  life. 

I  also  inclose  copies  of  letters  from  Superintendent 
Hoag  and  Agent  Gibson  on  the  same  subject,  recom- 
mending that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  favor- 
ably considered. 

These  Indians,  numbering  about  two  hundred 
persons,  were  removed  from  Kansas  in  1868  to  tbeir 
present  homes  in  the  Indian  territory,  and  have 
since  been  actively  engaged  in  building  houses,  pro- 
viding sohoois  for  their  ehildren,  opening  farms,  and 
otherwise  preparing  for  their  future  comfort  and 
prosperity,  so  far  as  the  means  at  their  disposal 
would  permit.  To  carry  on  this  work  they  now  ask 
tb%t  the  sum  of  $20,000  be  taken  from  their  invested 
fund  and  paid  to  them  in  acoordanoe  with  treaty  stip- 
ulations; and  I  am  not  aware  of  any  reason  why 
their  petition  should  not  be  complied  with. 

I  inclose  herewith  an  estimate  for  the  amount  re* 
quired,  and  respectiully  ask  that  the  same  be  laid 
before  Congress,  with  the  request  that  an  appropria- 
tion be  made  in  aeoordaaoe  therewith. 

Very  reapeetfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  A.  WALK&R, 

Cbmmueioner, 

Hon.  C.  Delavo,  Seertiary  of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  ask  my  friend 
from  Iowa,  referriuff  to  the  provision  iu  this 
twenty- fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  1867| 
which  dec.laKs — 

"  That  there  shall  be  taken  from  the  said  bivested 
fund"— 


Referring  to  an  invested  fund  mentioned  in 
an  earlier  part  of  the  article — 

",.*5*.P*i4«^  .^^®  **^*^  *fi*>®»  J*'*"  capita,  on  the  1st 
of  July.  1868,  the  sum  of  $30,000  to  assist  them  in 
establishing  themselves  upon  their  new  homes;  and 
at  any  time  thereafter,  when  the  chiefs  shall  repre- 
sent to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior that  an  additional  sum  is  necessary,  guch  sum 
may  be  taken  from  their  invested  fund;  And  pro- 
vtded  aUo,  That  the  said  invested  fund  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  such  division  and  diminution  as  may  be  found 
necessary  in  order  to  pay  those  who  may  become  cit- 
itene.  their  share  of  the  funds  of  the  tribe"— 

I  wish  to  ask  my  friend  from  Iowa  whether 
this  sum  of  $80)(K)0  has  been  paid  to  assist 
them  already? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  it  has.  I  think  it 
is  named  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  a3  having  been  paid  heretofore,  and 
he  communicates  to  Congress  a  petition  of 
the  Indians  requesting  au  additional  amount  of 
$20,000  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of 
that  section  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
amendment  read  again,  so  as  to  be  sure  that 
it  conforms  to  this  provision. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  25,  nays  14;  as  follows: 

YEAS —  Messrs.  Blair.  Buekinjrhnm.  Caldwell, 
Clayton.  Corbett,  Gragin,  Ferry  of  Michigan.  Freling- 
huysen,  Harlan*  Hill,  Uitchoook.  Howe,  Morrill  of 
Mnine,  Pomeruy ,  Pratt.  Ramsey,  Stevenson.  Stewart, 
Sumner,  Thurmau,  Tipton,  Trumbull,  West,  Win- 
dom,  and  Wright— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Cole,  Davis  of  West  Vir- 
irinia,  Kdmunds,  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Qllbeft,  JUam- 
ilton  of  Maryland.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Morrill  of 
Vermont,  Norwood,  Robertson,  Saolsbury.  Schurs, 
and  Viekers— 14. 

ABSEN  I— Messrs.  Ame^,  Anthony,  Bayard,  Bore- 
man.  Brownlow.  Cameron.  Carpenter,  Casserly, 
Chandler.  Oonkling,  Cooper.  Davis  of  Kentucky, 
Fenton.  Flanagan,  Goldthwaite.  Hamlin,  Johnston, 
Kellogg,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Logan.  Morton,  Nye.  Osborn, 
Patterson.  Pool,  Rice.  Bawyer^^^Scott,  Sherman, 
Spencer,  Sprague,  Stockton,  and  Wilson— 34. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  be  inserted  as  an  additional  section : 

That  the  ^cretary  of  the  Interior  be,  and  he  is 
herebv^  authorised  to  expend  for  the  removal  of 
the  Winnebago  Indians  in  Wisconsin  from  their 
present  homes  in  th«t  Sute  to  the  Winnebago  r^*" 
ervation  in  Nebraska,  or  to  such  other  location  as 
may  be  selected  for  them,  and  for  their  subsistence 
during  such  removal  and  at  their  new  homes,  the 
sum  of  936,000,  or  so  mueh  thereof  as  may  be  neces- 
sary, appropriated  by  the  act  of  July  15, 1870,  "  for 
the  removal  of  stray  bands  of  Pottawattomies  and 
Winnebagoes  from  Wisconsin  to  the  tribes  to  which 
they  respectively  belong." 

Thk  is  not  ao  original  appropriation  of 
money ;  it  was  appropriated  last  year,  and  in 
now  at  the  disposal  of  the  Department.  But 
the  Governor  of  Wisconsin  had  an  interview 
with  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  com- 
municated to  him  the  fact,  which  I  think 
the  Secretary  had  learned  from  some  other 
source,  that  there  was  a  difficulty  in  relocating 
these  Indians  at  the  points  named  in  the  law 
of  last  year,  and  it  is  believed  they  can  he  lo- 
cated satisfactorily  at  some  other  points.  This 
amendment  merelv  changes  the  phraseology 
of  the  law,  to  enable  the  l5epartment  to  locate 
them  at  the  point  named  m  the  law  of  last 
year  or  elsewhere  at  a  satisfactory  point. 

Mr.  COLE.  But  it  is  a  new  appropriation, 
most  assuredly,  the  way  it  reads. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Let  it  be  read  again,  and 
the  Senator  wrT!  perceive  that  it  is  not  a  new 
appropriation. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  Senator  will  perceive 
that  it  recites  the  fact  that  this  monev  whs 
appropriated  last  year,  and  it  is  to  enable  the 
Department  to  locate  them  elsewhere  if  it 
should  be  unable  to  locate  them  at  the  points 
named  last  year. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  was  not  appropriated 
for  this  purpose,  and  this  is  therefore  a  new 
appropriation. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  It  was  appropriated  to 
remove  strav  bands  of  Pottawatomie  and 
Winnebago  Indians.  The  phrasedlogy  may 
be  a  little  different. 

Mr.  EDM  UN DS.    I  should  think  it 
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Mr.  COLE.  I  mast  raise  a  qaestion  of 
order  on  this  amendment.  It  is  a  new  item  of 
appropriation,  and  the  Committee  on  Appro- 

{)rialion8  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
ook  at  it.  it  has  been  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee, I  am  sore. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  desire  to  say  a  word 
under  the  bead  of  the  question  of  order.  I 
bear  very  frequently  from  Senators  on  this 
floor,  **  This  is  a  new  thing;  nobody  has  ex- 
amined it,"  or  that  the  Senator  himself  has 
not  had  time  to  examine  it.  I  have  always 
supposed  that  when  a  question  was  referred  to 
a  standing  committee  of  this  body  it  was  the 
duty  of  that  committee  to  examine  the  subject 
thus  referred  to  it,  and  it  does  not  sound  very 
pleasantly  to  my  ears  for  Senators  to  say  **The 
question  has  not  been  examined,' '  when  seven 
members  of  this  body,  who  are  members  of  a 
standing  committee,  have  devoted  to  it  their 
very  best  ability.  Every  one  must  remember 
that  everything  cannot  be  referred  to  one  com- 
mittee. We  are  compelled  to  divide  the  busi- 
ness of  this  body. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  to 
my  friend  from  Iowa  through  the  Chair.  He 
is  quite  right  in  saying  that  everything  cannot 
be  referred  to  one  committee,  and  so  the  rules 
have  provided  that  appropriations  of  money 
shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  seven,  and 
not  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  but  to 
a  committee  otherwise  denominated  ;  and  the 
rules  have  provided  that  when  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  or  any  other  committee  wish 
to  have  money  appropriated,  they  shall,  having 
considered  the  general  subject  themselves, 
send  their  proposed  item  of  appropriation  to 
the  committee  who  are  charged  with  the  re- 
sponsible and  very  laborious  duty  of  examin- 
ing into  each  item  of  appropriation.  So  that 
I  hope  the  honorable  Senator  will  not  consider 
by  any  means  that  it  is  any  reflection  upon 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  or  any  ottier 
committee  if  you  are  to  stand  by  the  very 
principle  that  he  asserts,  that  it  isjiot  only  the 
right  of  my  friend  from  California,  but  his  duty 
in  obedience  to  the  rules  of  the  Senate,  to  see 
to  it  that  items  of  appropriation  for  which  his 
committee  is  responsible  shall  take  the  reg- 
ular course  under  the  rules,  in  order  that  those 
who  are  responsible  for  that  branch  of  the 
duties  of  the  Senate,  the  expenditure  of  money, 
may  know  what  they  are  about.  That  is  what 
the  rules  provide  for. 

Now,  here  is  a  provision,  admittedly  pro- 

Eosed  for  the  first  time — I  do  not  sajr  that  it 
as  not  been  considered  by  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs ;  they  are  less  than  one  tenth 
of  tho  whole  body — but  proposed  here  for  the 
.  first  time  to  take  this  money  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury. The  honorable  Senator  says  it  has  been 
appropriated  before.  So  it  has.  I  assume,  but 
not  for  this  purpose.  He  might,  therefore,  just 
as  well  say  you  may  take  so  much  of  the 
money  that  has  been  appropriated  to  the  Armv 
and  apply  it  to  thls^  purpose,  and  then  say  it 
is  not  a  new  item  of  appropriation.  It  is  a 
Dew  destination  of  money,  that,  unless  it  is 
carried  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  has  already 
been  directed,  must  be  taken  from  the  Treas- 
ury by  authority  of  law,  and  if  not  taken  by 
authority  of  law,  there  it  must  stay ;  so  that 
my  friend  from  California  is  perfectly  risht  in 
.  every  respect  in  makine  this  point  of  order. 
Mr.  HARLAN.  I  knew  no  reflection  was 
intended ;  but  the  remark  has  been  made  so 
frequently  during  the  pendency  of  this  bill 
that  I  could  not  a?oid  hearing  it,  and  it  made 
some  impression  on  m^  mind.  It  may  not 
have  maae  any  impression  on  the  mind  of 
anybody  else.  As  I  observed  before,  the 
attention  of  the  Department  was  called  to 
this  matter  by  the  Cfovernor  of  Wisconsin, 
and  it  has  been  considered  in  the  Depart- 
ment, and  they  think  it  may  be  impractica- 
ble to  carry  into  effect  the  law  of  last  year 
for  the  reason  I  have  named,  that  the  Indians 
in  Nebraska  may  not  be  willing  to  receive 
these  stray  bands  from  Wisconsin,' and   in  II 


order  to  carry  into  effect  the  law  of  last  year 
a  change  of  phraseology  is  necessary.  That 
is  all  there  is  in  the  amendment. 

If  with  that  statement  of  facts  as  they  exist 
the  Senate  will  not  consider  the  amendment, 
of  course  I  have  discharged  my  duty,  and  that 
will  be  the  end  of  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  question  now  is  on 
the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  was  about  to  appeal  to  tde 
Senator  from  California  to  withdraw  the  point 
of  order  or  to  waive  it.  The  facts  touching 
this  particular  amendment  are,  I  believe,  briefly 
these :  there  are  some  fragmentary  bands  of 
Indians  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State 
of  Wisconsin  who  have  been  there  for  quite  a 
number  of  years,  and  for  whose  support  Con- 
gress has  made  appropriations  from  year  to 
year.  Thev  are  a  disturbine  element.  The 
people  of  Wisconsin  do  not  like  such  neigh- 
Dors,  and  I  believe  they  are  getting  somewhat 
discontented  with  their  neighborhoods,  and 
last  winter  Congress  made  an  appropriation 
for  their  removal.  I  supposed  those  Indians 
bad  already  been  removed  until  the  other  day 
I  learned  there  was  some  difficulty  experienced 
in  finding  a  home  for  them  at  the  place  desig- 
nated in  the  law  of  last  year,  and  therefore,  I 
was  told,  that  an  amendment  of  that  law  was 
necessary,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  has  stated.  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  it  takes  any  more  money  out  of  th.e 
Treasury  than  has  already  been  appropriated, 
but  allows  the  Department  to  make  a  somewhat 
different  application  of  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    That  is  alL 

Mr.  HOWE.  ITnder  those  circumstances 
one  of  three  things  must  be  done :  this  point  of 
order  must  be  waived  or  this  discussion  must 
go  on  until  .we  can  submit  the  amendment  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  in  that  case  they  will  learn 
nothinff  new  about  it,  or 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  is  nothing  in  that 
point  of  order  at  all.  '  This  amendment  is  to 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  an  existing  law,  and 
we  have  nothmg  to  do  with  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  in  regard  to  it,  if  the  facts  be 
as  the  Senator  states.  Any  Senator  has  a 
right  to  move  an  amendment  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  an  existing  law. 

Mr.  HOWE.  If  the  point  of  order  shall  be 
sustained,  it  may  result  in  postponing  the  final 
action  on  this  bill  for  another  day,  or  it  may 
result  in  leaving  those  Indians  within  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  a  thing  not  to  be  desired  by  that 
State,  not  to  be  desired  by  the  Indians,  I  am 
very  sure;  and  I  cannot  see  how  it  should  be 
desired  by  the  Government. 

Mr.  TH  URMAN.  This  seems  to  be  a  prop- 
osition to  remove  some  disagreeable  inhabit- 
ants from  one  State  to  another,  to  relieve  Wis- 
consin at  the  expense  of  Nebraska. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Senator  will  allow  me  to 
say  it  is  not  to  remove  them  to  the  State  of 
Nebraska,  nor  to  impose  any  burden  upon 
that  State.  The  law  already  on  your  statute- 
book  authorizes  that,  but  Nebraska  does  not 
open  her  arms  to  them,  nor  do  the  Indians 
within  Nebraska,  and  therefore  this  amend- 
ment is  proposed  to  find  them  a  home  else- 
where, which  will  not  be  objectionable  to 
Nebraska,  nor,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  any  other 
State. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  that  relieves  that 
trouble  in  my  mind.  I  was  just  going  to 
inquire  of  the  Senators  from  Nebraska  what 
they  thought  of  receiving  these  troublesome 
inhabitants.  But  now  I  suppose  they  are  to 
be  sent  I  do  not  know  where,  unless  it  is  to 
that  great  national  park  that  the  Senator  from 
Elansas  has  laid  off  on  the  head  of  the  Yel- 
lowstone. [Laughter.]  I  do  not  know  what 
else  we  are  to  do  with  them. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  might  send  them  to 
Cincinnati.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  THURMAN.  There  will  be  enough 
people  there,  I  am  told,  without  them.     I  have 


no  information  on  the  subject  personallj ;  bst 
BO  I  infer  from  what  I  hear. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Ofthe  same  sort?  [Laagk- 
ten] 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Very  likely  they  till 
have  their  war- pain  ton.  [Laughter.]  Ihn 
not  the  least  doubt  from  what  I  hire  heir<i 
that  they  will.  How  many  tomahawks  \kj 
will  have,  and  how  many  scalps  they  willhars 
to  show  after  next  November,  is  a  mailer  ib«i 
I  cannot  tell.  [Laughter.]  That  isamai*^ 
that  every  one  must  judge  for  himself. 

I  should  like  to  know  from  the  Senator fros 
Wisconsin  how  many  of  these  ^'  noble  red  an 
of  the  forest''  there  are  that  he  waots  loget 
rid  of. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  have  not  taken  aeensns,  ia>i 
I  have  not  seen  any  census  of  then.  1  re&jir 
cannot  state  the  number,  though  I  Ihiak  i: 
likely  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  ooIdq.ii: 
Affairs  may  be  able  to  do  so. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Thenlwillaskiheeiiair 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affiurs. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  regret  that  1  am  Qr.ab!f 
to  give  the  honorable  Senator  the  ioform&ii«r. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Cannot  the  Senator c«e 
within  one  hundred,  two  hundred,  or  [h:^ 
hundred  ? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  have  seen  an  aceoDDt,  uw 
I  thmk  there  are  about  seven  huadred  of  ;be« 
wandering  Winnebagoes  still  left  in  Wiseorh  s. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  And  those  are  all  u* 
Indians  left  in  Wisconsin? 

Mr.  HO  WE.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  not  by  co: 
siderable  ;  but  will  the  Senator  alio*  oe  to 
state  that  the  other  Indians  who  are  still  lifiri^ 
in  our  State  have  reservations  of  their  ova 
and  are  living  on  them  ?  The  Stockbri<i|^ 
have  one ;  the  Menomonees  have  anotber; 
the  Oneidas  have  another,  and  two  ortbree 
bands  of  the  Pottawatomies  have  other  rem 
vations. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Now,  Mr,  Presid«=- 
what  is  it  that  we  hear  about  this  Inin'- 
policy  ?  That  the  idea  of  keeping  up  and  [^ 
serving  the  tribal  condition  or  staUis  of  uf 
Indians  is  fraught  with  injury  to  them  anjliis 
measurable  injury  to  the  citizens  of  the  U&ii«^ 
States,  so  much  so  that  the  pressure  upo: 
Congress  is  so  great  that  we  are  invoked  w 
violate  the  plainest  treaties  that  ever  vtit 
made  in  order  to  get  rid  of  this  difficUij- 
Here  is  the  Indian  territory  that  stands  like  i 
great  barrier  between  different  sections  of  tLi 
Republic  which  need  communication  by  niti"^ 
of  railroads,  and  every  device  is  resorteJ  w, 
every  sophistry  is  urged,  to  induce  Conpf.^ 
to  violate  the  plainest,  treaties  because  or.«aj 
public  necessity  which  requires  thatthe^ft^ 
highways  shall  be  made,  and  thatiiusF^ 
wedge  which  lies  between  the  different djsmf* 
of  the  Republic  shall  not  be  interpoied  la 
order  to  prevent  them. 

While  that  is  the  case,  while  the  fact^  -] 
undeniable  that  a  preservation  of  ti»e  ^1'^^ 
status  of  anv  of  these  Indians  is  simi'ly  i 
means  of   plundering    the  Treasury  of  i^e 
United  States,  nothing  else  in  the  voriJ  tt^ 
that ;  while  we  are  told  that  the  oaiy^^l^ 
deal  with  this  Indian  subject  is  to  reduce  U«a 
to  citizenship^  and  compel  them  to  own  ui« 
land  in  severalty  and  each  one  to  culuvate  w 
himself,  here  we  are  invoked  to  ke«P?P"' 
tribal  status  of  a  little  fragment  of  ft  ^^^ 
the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  to  send  iheaiOB 
with  an  appropriation  of  $30,000  now,  to  w 
followed  next  year  with  one  of  l^*'"' ,  \g 
keep  them  from  starvation,  and  so  on  w  » 
end  of  the  chapter,  just  as  long  as  yon  setp 
them  in  that  condition.  .  .    ^„, 

Sir,  when  a  tribe  has  so  decreased  >»  ^^^ 
bers  that  there  are  i)ut  two  or  three  or  mj^' 
dred  of  them  left,  the  onlyway  todo  wtfat"*^^ 
is  to  do  as  New  York  did  with  her  IndjsJJs ; j^^ 
only  way  to  do  with  them  is  to  let  them  \>^ 
a  part  of  the  mass  of  the  population.  ^    ' 
a  tribe  is  large  enough,  aud  has  definite  bojj^^j 
aries  and  a  reservation  set  off  to  i'»/"?^*, '-£ 
to  it  by  treaties,  I  am  in  favor  of  obifer^.  h 
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the  treaties;  I  am  not  in  favor  of  any  Tiolation 
of  the  national  faith ;  bat  when  no  question  of 
national  faith  is  involved  in  tHe  case,  when  it 
is  simply  a  little  handful  of  men  who  have 
shrank  to  their  present  numbers,  and  who  have 
iDecorae  fewer  and  fewer  with  every  revolving 
7 ear,  I  say  it  is  not  well  for  the  United  States 
to  keep  np  their  tribal  status,  and  by  removing 
trhem  from  this  place  to  that,  from  Dan  to 
Seersheba,  and  maintaining  them  at  public 
expense  every  year,  thus  to  prolong  a  misera- 
l)le  existence  in  that  way.  The  best  way  is  to 
let  them  sink  down  into  a  part  of  the  common 
znass  of  the  com m unity,  and  then  let  them  take 
<»re  of  themselves  as  other  people  do. 

Now,  it  is  proposed  to  begin  this  business 
'With  these  few  hundred  Indians  because  they 
are  unpleasant  customers.  There  are  a  great 
many  unpleasant  customers  in  this  country. 
There  are  some  very  unpleasant  neighbors 
everywhere.  Every  man  has  them,  and  he 
would  like  very  well  to  send  them  to  Nebraska, 
if  Nebraska  were  willing  to  take  them,  and 
if  Nebraska  is  not,  to  send  them  west  of 
Nebraska ;  but  pretty  soon  there  will  be  some- 
body west  of  Nebraska  who  will  not  be  willing 
to  have  them  there.  What  I  object  to  is  this: 
the  moment  you  begin  this  removal  with  them, 
taking  them  under  the  charge  of  the  Govern- 
ment, taking  them  under  the  guardianship  of 
the  Government,  removing  them  now  at  an 
expenae  of  $80,000  or  more  to  some  place  in 
the  West,  after  awhile  yon  must  do  tne  same 
thing  again,  and  in  the  mean  time  you  must 
snpport  them.  I  say  if  they  have  shrunk  in 
numbers  until  they  are  but  three,  four,  or  five 
hundred,  or  something  of  that  kind,  and  1 
dare  say  they  will  be  found  to  be  much  less, 
let  them  sink  into  the  mass  of  the  population, 
and  let  them  take  care  of  themselves. 

Mr.  HOWE.  If  the  question  were  of  letting 
these  fragmentary  tribes  sink  into  the  mass 
of  the  people  of  Wisconsin,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  conld  be  done  without  an  act  of 
Congress ;  but  if  the  question  bo  of  elevating 
them  to  a  similitude  with  the  mass  of  the 
people  of  that  State,  I  am  afraid  an  act  of 
Congress  is  not  quite  adequate  to  that  purpose. 
Mr.  President,  there  are  in  Wisconsin,  as  I 
have  said,  a  numbeiv— just  how  many  hundreds 
I  do  not  know — of  Indians.  I  do  not  under* 
stand  that  they  belong  to  one  tribe,  but  to 
several  different  tribes.  That  is  my  recoUec* 
tion  of  the  statement  made  before  the  Senate 
last  year.  They  are  there.  They  have  no 
land ;  they  have  no  property ;  they  have  no 
means  of  snpport;  they  have  no  &cuUy  for 
earning  a  support.  Give  them  the  richest 
lands  of  Wisconsin  to-day,  in  fee,  and  they 
would  starve  as  readily  upon  those  lands  as 
they  would  starve  if  placed  upon  a  rock. 

Mr.  THUUMAN.  Then  I  beg  to  interrupt 
the  Senator  to  ask  him  what  becomes  of  this 
much-vaqnted  Indian  policy  which  has  lately 
been  inaugurated  and  about  which  all  the  reli- 
gious pspers  of  the  country  are  singing  hosan- 
nas  to  the  Almighty  and  to  Grant? 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  have  two  things  to  say  in 
reply  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio ;  first,  i  have 
not  to-day  vaunted,  and  I  do  not  remember 
when  I  did  vaunt  this  new  Indian  policy ;  and 
secondly,  that  **  the  much-vaunted  Indian  pol- 
icy'' ought  not  to  be  condemned  because  it 
has  not  civilized  and  Christianiaed  these  wan- 
dering Indians  upon  whom  it  has  never  been 
tried. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  the  space  of  two 
years,  too. 

M  r.  HOWE.  And  in  the  space  of  two  years, 
aa  the  Senator  from  Vermont  suggests  *,  but  it 
has  not  been  tried  upon  them  at  all.  There 
are  a  great  many  people  in  the  United  States, 
and  in  the  world  a  great  many  more,  who  have 
not  been  very  highly  cultivated  by  this  new 
policy,  simply  because  it  has  not  been  tried 
npon  them.  That  is  one  sufficient  reason. 
I'here  may  be  the  other  one  that  I  suppose 
the  Senator  thinks  might  be  urged,  that  the 
policy  is  inadequate,    f  believe  with  the  Sen- 


ator from  Ohio,  when  cultivation  and  educa- 
tion shall  have  proceeded  so  far  with  any  red 
man  or  black  man  that  he  is  able  to  earn  his 
own  living,  yon  had  better  give  him  a  spot  of 
God's  earth  and  let  him  go  to  work  and  earn 
it.  But  because  that  may  be  safely  tried  with 
the  more  cultivated  and  more  educated  Indians, 
it 'does  not  follow  that  it  can  be  tried  on  every 
one.  Good  land  is  of  no  value  to  any  one 
unless  he  knows  what  to  do  with  it ;  tools  are 
of  no  use  to  any  one  unless  he  knows  how  to 
use  them ;  and  these  wandering  Indians,  ^ho 
have  been  as  remote  as  possible  from  all  culti- 
vation, are  the  last  men  in  the  world  with  whom 
it  ought  to  be  tried.  The  question  is,  whether 
you  will  leave  them  wandering  paupers  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  or  whether  you  will  insist 
upon  this' appropriation  which  you  made  a  year 
ago  to  take  mem  out  of  the  limits  of  Wiscon- 
sin, and  take  them  to  some  place  where  this 
**new  and  much-vaunted  policy,''  or  some 
other  and  better  policy,  can  be  tried  upon 
them. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  did  not 
intend  to  make  a  speech  against  the  Indian 
policy,  although  I  tnink  there  is  a  great  deal 
of  humbug  about  it.  I  think,  instead  of  being 
a  new  thing,  it  has  been  tried  again  and  again, 
and,  with  the  exception  of  the  Cherokees  and 
Creeks,  it  has  very  generally  proved  a  failure. 
But  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  said,  give 
these  Indians  the  richest  spot  of  land  in  the 
country  and  it  would  be  of^  no  use  to  them  ; 
and  that  induced  me  to  ask  him,  if  that  is  the 
case,  where  is  the  benefit  of  this  much- vaunted 
new  Indian  policy,  as  it  is  called  7  Now,  he 
says  in  regard  to  that,  these  Indians  are  pecu- 
liar; they  are  a  very  wild  set  of  Indians  ;  and 
although  this  new  Indian  policy  might  be  verv 
good  in  regard  to  some  Indians  who  are  intel- 
Kgent  and  cultivated  to  a  degree,  yet  it  will 
jnot  do  at  all  with  regard  to  these  wild  Indians. 
*^And  yet  what  is  the  fhct?  Why,  this  new 
Indian  policy  is  to  be  pursued  toward  the 
Apaches.  VVhat  a  cultivated,  mild,  gentle- 
mannered  set  they  are  1  What  a  fine  set  of 
intelligent  and  half-civilized  people  those 
Apaches  are,  and  the  Arapahoes,  and  the  rest 
of  those  Indians  down  there,  to  whom  this 
Indian  policy  is  to  be  applied,  wh6  go  upon 
your  reservations  and  live  on  your  rations  all 
winter,  and  then  spend  the  summer  in  killing 
white  people  and  running  off  their  stock  t 

Mr.  President,  I  say  if  your  policy  of  making 
Indians  individual  landholders,  of  destroying 
their  tribal  relations,  of  reducing  them  to  in- 
dividual proprietors,  each  dependent  upon  his 
own  labor  for  his  subsistence,  as  white  men 
are,  can  be  successfnlly  begun  on  the  Indian 
reservations  according  to  this  much  vaunted 
Indian  policy,  it  can  be  carried  on  ten  times 
as  well  among  the  white  people  of. the  Sen- 
ator's own  State;  for  notwitnstandtng  the«e 
are  disagreeable  neighbors,  as  the  Senator 
says,  I  think  there  is  enou|;h  charity,  there  is 
ei^ugh  benevolence,  there  is  enough  Christian- 
ity in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  among  the  white 
people  of  that  State  to  make  them  lend  a  help- 
ing hand  to  these  poor  red  men  who  are  strug- 
gling for  an  existence.  If  they  can  be  taught 
the  arts  of  peace,  if  they  can  be  made  agricul- 
turists, if  they  can  be  made  mechanics,  if  they 
can  be  made  self-supporting  men,  civiliaed 
men,  living  by  the  arts  of  civilized  life,  there 
is  no  better  school  for  them  than  among  the 
intelligent,  the  humane,  the  benevolent,  the 
enlightened  people  of  the  Senator's  own  State. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  cannot  forbear  to  return 
my  thanks  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio 
for  the  very  high,  and  I  think  deserved  com- 
pliment he  has  se^n  fit  to  pay  to  the  humanity 
and  the  Christianity  of  the  people  of  Wisconsin. 
He  omitted  to  mention  one  attribute  which 
characterizes,  and  I  think  somewhat  distin- 
guishes that  people:  they  area  modest  people; 
they  db  not  mase  any  particular  pretensions 
to  these  characteristics  of  humanity  and  Chris- 
tianity, but  they  are  very  much  averse  to  pre- 
tending  to  more  of  theee  qualities  than  are  in 


the  United  States  altogether.  If  it  should 
turn  out  that  there  was  not  humanity  and 
Christianity  enough  in  the  United  States  to 
nurse  these  wandering  tribes  of  Indians  into 
some  sort  of  civilization,  we  should  bate  to 
affect  it  ourselves.  We  should  be  afraid  of 
bringing  a  blush  on  the  United  States,  or  apon 
the  other  residents  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  a  simple  question 
whether  these  people  shall  be  left  a  charge  on 
the  humanity  of  Wisconsin,  or  shall  be  a 
charge  on  the  humanity  of  the  United  States. 
It  will  cost  money  to  manifest  that  humanity. 
If  you  say  the  money  must  come  out  of  Wis- 
consin, it  will  no  doubt  have  to  come;  but 
that  that  would  be  a  just  decision  I  think  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  will  not  insist. 

I  shall  not  go  into  any  discussion  of  this 
Indian  policy.  If  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
however,  will  insist  that  it  is  a  new  policy,  to 
wit,  to  make  the  Indians  owners  in  severalty 
of  their  lands,  I  have  to  say  to  him  it  is  not 
by  any  manner  of  means  a  new  policy.  That 
was  tried  long  ago.  There  is  to-day  within 
the  State  of  Wisconsin  one  whole  tribe  ot  In- 
dians, that  is  to  say,  those  who  were  Indians, 
who  are  enjoying  the  privileges  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  who  have  their  farms  and 
occupy  them  and  cultivate*  them  in  ceveralty. 
I  allude  now  to  the  fragment  of  Broth erton 
Indians.  Twice  the  county  in  which  they 
live  has  been  represented  in  the  Legislature  by 
Brotherton  Indians.  I  myself  have  held  court 
where  a  Brotherton  Indian  was  the  sheriff, 
and  a  pretty  good  sheriff,  too ;  and  pretty  good 
represenrAtiveiB  and  very  good  citizens  they 
make.  So  the  policy  is  not  a  new  one,  and  it 
cannot  be  said  upon  any  experience  we  have 
yet  had  that  it  has  bailed.  But  it  is  impossi* 
ble  to  bring  it  to  bear  upon  any  such  people 
as  we  are  now  speaking  of.  They  have  no 
homes ;  they  have  no  common  feeling ;  they 
have  had  no  instruction ;  there  is  no  way  of 
getting  nt  them.  You  must  bring  them  to- 
gether, give  them  a  home  somewhere,  and 
bring  your  missionarie,  your  teachers,  your 
agents,  and  your  charity  to  bear  upon  them. 
Then  they  may  be  brought  up  into  that  con- 
dition  where  this  new  policy  can  be  applied  to 
them. 

Mr.  STEWART.  My  objection  to  this  new 
policy  is  that  its  friends  do  not  make  the  neces- 
sary effort  to  give  these  people  their  land  in 
severalty.  Some  of  the  tribes  in  the  Indian 
territory  are  spoken  of  as  having  advanced 
in  civilization.  They  are  living  there  with 
their  quiet  little  aristocracy,  with  their  kings 
and  their  nobles.  Their  chiefs  ride  through 
the  streets  here,  and  dictate  what  Congress 
shall  do.     The  people  have  no  say  at  all. 

My  objection  to  the  present  Indian  policy 
has  been  from  the  beginning  that  it  has  not 
recognized  the  rights  of  property  in  individual 
Indians.  It  has  recoghis^  the  tribal  relation, 
and  kept  up  that  principle,  which  has  been  the 
curse  of  the  Indians  and  of  the  white  men.  It 
has  made  a  few  Indians  regard  themselves  as 
better  than  white  men,  better  than  the  other 
Indians,  bettei*  than  anybody  else.  They  have 
dictatea  to  every  one  who  came  in  contact 
with  them.  They  have  lived  upon  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  when  they  were  dissatisfied  they 
have  led  their  bands  to  war,  and  they  have 
kept  them  in  the  same  state  of  barbarism  that 
they  were  in  in  the  beginning.  They  have 
prevented  any  successful  efforts  being  made  to 
civilize  them. 

Now,  with  regard  to  these  seven  hundred 
Indians,  if  you  have  got  a  place  where  you  can 
put  them,  where  you  can  give  each  one  of 
them  a  piece  of  land,  with  somebody  to  take 
care  of  them,  and  if  they  have  not  got  snch 
land  in  Wisconsin,  give  it  to  them  somewhere 
else,  I  have  no  objection  to  that    If  there  are 

{mblic  lands  in  Wisconsin,  put  them  on  those 
ands.  The  nearer  you  have  them  to  the 
white  population  and  the  centers  of  supplies, 
the  easier  it  is  to  keep  them.  Send  them  out 
on  the  plains,  and  send  them  out  in  advance  of 
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etTilixiitioQ,  and  then  paj  a  dollar  a  pound  for 
hauling  everything  to  them,  and  you  will  ex- 
haust your  appropriations  before  you  can  do 
them  any  good.  jPut  them  on  the  nearest  pub- 
lic land,  and  send  there  men  to  educate  them, 
and  teach  them  civilization,  and  I  will  vote  for 
that ;  but  I  will  not  vote  money  to  give  to  this 
little  aristocracy  of  chiefs  and  head  men  to 
lord  it  over  the  rest.  That  has  always  seemed 
to  me  to  be  wron^. 

Now,  a  word  in  regard  to  this  policy  of 
moving  them  into  the  country  West.  VVhat- 
ever  we  may  do  or  say,  however  much  we 
may  theorize  about  it  here,  everybody  knows 
that  it  was  a  necessity  from  the  time  of  the 
irat  landing  at  Jamestown  and  Plymouth  to 
have  the  lands  opened  to  white  settlement. 
That  necessity  presses  on  in  the  West  the  same 
as  it  did  in  New  England  originally.  That 
necessity  you  will  yield  to  by  degrees;  you 
know  you  will.  Tbr  policy  which  has  been 
pursued  of  removing  the  Indians  out  West, 
keeping  them  a  few  years  to  massacre  white 
men,  to  make  fat  jobs  for  contractors  hauling 
supplies  at  a  dollar  a  pound,  and  then  moving 
them  again  from  that  settlement — that  policy, 
which  has  been  pursued  so  long  and  which 
has  failed  so  signally,  I  am  utterly  opposed  to. 

I  am  willing  to  give  each  of  these  Indians  a 
little  piece  of  land,  and  to  give  them  teachers 
to  instruct  them  in  the  arts  of  civilization. 
Individual  property  is  the  first  step  toward 
civilization.  Xou  have  destroyed  nearly  all 
the  Indians  by  removing  them  West)  involving 
them  necessarily  in  border  warfare.  Yon  in- 
vite the  whites  to  go  there,  too.  You  have 
organized  every  foot  of  the  country,  except 
the  Indian  territory,  into  Territories,  giving 
them  territorial  governments,  and  invited  white 
settlement.  You  have  driven  the  I  ndians  there 
to  struggle  with  the  settlers,  and  you  attempt 
to  disarm  the  settler.  You  talk  a  great  deal 
about  the  homestead  laws  and  the  public  lands. 
Most  of  the  frontier  public  lands  are  exposed 
to  the  depredations  of  these  Indians,  and  the 
settlers  who  make  the  country  have  to  sustain 
a  border  warfare  as  difficult  and  as  destructive 
to  them  as  the  original  trials  and  tribulations 
suffered  by  the  settlers  of  New  England. 

If  you  have  Indians  in  Wisconsin,  it  seems 
to  me  that  there  is  a  good  chance  for  the 
experiment.  You  can  reach  them,  put  them 
on  a  piece  of  land  by  themselves,  give  them 
their  lands  in  severalty,  and  then  let  the 
churches  send  their  agents  to  civilize  them. 
If  it  takes  a  man  to  each  Indian,  if  you  know 
how  many  Indians  there  are,  it  will  not  aaK>unt 
to  very  much.  If  they  are  moved  to  the  west- 
ern country,  they  will  have  to  go  through  this 
same  experience  there  that  they  have  had  in 
Wisconsin.  Indian  tribes  have  gone  through 
this  experience  from  the  Atlantic  ocean  to  the 
West.  They  have  been  moved  and  moved, 
and  have  dwindled  down  in  constant  border 
warfare. 

It  seems  to  me  we  should  try  t^his  plan  of 
letting  them  have  their  own  lauds  in  severally 
wherever  it  can  be  tried.  In  every  removal 
of  Indians  it  should  be  provided  for.  The 
lands  they  are  put  upon  should  be  surveyed 
in  advance.  They  should  be  put  upon  those 
lands,  and  they  should  be  their  home  forever. 
They  should  settle  ia  with  the  rest  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  country ;  beoaose  if  anybody  sup- 
poses that  that  western  country  will  not  be 
settled  up,  that  the  people  will  not  continue  to 
go  there,  that  this  conflict  will  not  be  inevit- 
able forever  until  the  Indians  are  disposed  of, 
he  18  veiy  muck  mistaken.  Unless  you  give 
them  land  of  their  own,  if  anybody  supposes 
the  conflict  will  not  go  on  and  that  murder,  and 
fraud,  and  rascMdity,  and  misery,  and  disgrace 
will  not  be  the  inevitable  resnlt  of  anjr  policy 
that  attempts  to  maintain  the  Indians  in  their 
tribal  relations,  he  is  very  much  mistaken. 

I  have  made  these  remarks  because  I  am 
not  opposed  to  the  Indian  policy  so  far  as  it 

F'ves  tnem  segregated  land  to  themselves,  but 
am  decidedly  in  favor  of  it  wherever  it  can  | 


be  done,  and  it  is  better  to  do  it  where  yon 
have  population  and  therefore  can  get  sup- 
plies cheap,  as  you  have  to  feed  them,  than 
pay  all  the  money  that  is  appropriated  for  ex- 
pensive transportation,  and  then  they  are  under 
the  influence  of  civilization  where  the  agents 
can  be  looked  after.  When  the  agent  is  away 
out  beyond  the  bounds  of  civilization,  there 
is  nobody  to  see  whether  he  brings  in  false 
receipts  or  not. 

I  have  no  objection  to  this  particular  amend- 
ment ;  let  it  go  on. the  bill ;  but  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  an  effort  should  be  madct  and  made 
now,  to  give  the  Indians  a  home.  Nobody  is 
worth  a  cent  without  a  home;  and  to  talk 
about  a  home  where  you  have  a  little  king, 
and  there  is  not  a  opan  there  who  can  place 
his  foot  upon  a  single  inch  of  ground  and  call 
it  his  own,  and  to  say  that  anybody  can  be 
attached  to  it  but  the  chief,  is  nonsense.  No- 
body is  attached  to  it  except  the  chief;  nobody 
is  attached  to  any  particular  piece  of  ground 
there.  I  have  been  told  by  Army  officers  who 
have  been  through  the  Indian  country  that 
thtire  are  Indians  in  the  Indian  country  who 
desire  to  cultivate  the  soil,  but  they  say  there 
is  no  use  in  attempting  to  do  it,  because  the 
other  Indians  will  come  in  and  eat  up  their 
corn  and  fruit.  There  is  no  right  of  property 
among  them. 

This  question  has  got  to  be  met,  as  is  sug- 
gested by  my  friend  from  Ohio,  and  it  has  got 
to  be  met  soon.  At  the  first  opportunity,  I 
do  hope  the  Committee  oil  Indian  Affairs  will 
take  measures  to  let  every  man  in  this  coun- 
try that  is  able  to  take  care  of  himself  have  a 
chance  to  do  so — those  in  the  Indian  territory 
and  those  elsewhere. 

As  reference  has  been  made  to  the  Apaches, 
I  wish  to  make  a  remark  about  them.  Their 
history  is  very  little  understood.  I  have  heard 
about  the  Apaches  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
and  have  known  a  great  many  people  who  * 
were  familiar  with  that  country.  Those  who 
are  making  all  this  fuss  are  very  few  in  num- 
ber. They  are  Mexican  half-breeds,  many  of 
them.  They  understand  that  their  business  is 
to  murder  and  rob.  They  will  make  any  kind 
of  contract  and  break  it  afterward.  They 
have  not  been  pursued.  They  have  been  suc- 
cessful for  one  hundred  years.  Before  we  got 
the  country  they  preyed  upon  Mexico,  so  that 
Mexico  gave  up  Arizona,  partly  at  least,  on 
account  of  this  oand  that  were,  many  of  them, 
half-breeds.  They  have  been  very  destructive 
Lu  our  country.  You  have  got  to  catch  the 
enemy  and  punish  him  once,  in  order  to  do 
any  good  with  them ;  and  if  you  let  General 
Crook  have  a  chance  he  will  pursue  and  cap- 
ture that  band.  They  are  a  band  of  murder- 
ers, and  every  one  of  them  that  is  held  to  be 
respectable  among  the  tribe  has  hanging  to  his 
belt  the  scalps  of  numbera  of  women  and  chil- 
dren whom  they  have  murdered.  They  are  a 
band  of  robbers  and  murderers  of  long  stand- 
ing. That  is  their  profession.  I  hope  Qep- 
eral  Howard  will  get  at  the  facts  and  will  not 
prevent  General  Crook  from  catching  that 
band  of  murderers.  It  is  time  they  were 
stopped.  In  the  name  of  humanity  they  should 
be  stopped. 

There  are  a  great  many  other  Indians  in 
that  country  who  might  be  kept  on  reserva- 
tions ;  you  mifl^t  give  them  their  property  in 
severalty,  the  Pimoa  and  some  others  in  that 
country,  with  whom  the  best  experiments 
could  be  made.  There  are  men  tnere  who 
will  work.  They  labor  under  some  disadvan- 
taj^es.  There  are  men  among  them  honest  and 
willing  to  work,  bat  their  land  is  ail  in  the 
reservation  together ;  they  have  not  any  en- 
couragement in  the  right  direction.  They  are 
put  on  a  reservation :  no  individual  property 
is  recognized ;  nobody  is  dealt  with  but  the 
chiefs;  the  individuals  are  not  de.alt  with; 
they  have  no  individual  rights,  and  you  rather 
retard  civilization  by  this  system.  The  result 
is  that  Arizona  is  not  in  as  good,  condition,  as 
it  waa  when  we  acquired  that  country.    They  I 


do  not  raise  as  much  wheat,  as  much  core,  as 
they  did  at  that  time.  Your  system  of  gimg 
all  to  the  chieffP  has  really  retarded  advance- 
meat  in  Arizona. 

Now,  I  am  willing  to  aid  thia  new  policy  if 
it  means  civilisation,  if  it  means  properly  ii 
severalty,  if  it  means  to  appeal  to  thkt  senti- 
ment in  the  human  heart  which  desires  to  ha^e 
a  home  and  have  something  for  individoal  aeit 
and  &niily.  As  fkr  as  this  amendment  is  cca- 
cerued,  there  are  scattering  Indiana  who  &a«e 
no  home.  Give  them  a  home ;  but  do  cvt 
take  them  out  and  put  them  on  a  piece  cf 
ground  and  call  it  a  reservation  and  give  it  ta 
them  in  common,  a  chief  ruling  over  thesi 
and  keeping  them  from  becoming  civilized. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senate  are  prepare 
to  forego  a  discussion  of  the  geoeiml  lodiaa 
policy,  and  let  us  get  through  with  the  LiU 
to-day  in  good  time. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  ikt 
Chair  understand  the  Senator  from  Califoraia 
to  have  withdrawn  his  point  of  order  ? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  withdraw  it  if  the  Sen- 
ate will  dispose  of  the  bill.  I  vrill  do  aaythiBg 
for  that. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  debate 
indulged  in  upon  the  merits  of  the  qoes^i^oa 
would  seem  to  imply  the  withdrawal  of  ib« 
point  of  order ;  but  the  Senator  from  Calitor 
nia  has  not  formally  withdrawn  hia  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  COLE.     It  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Mr.  Presidant, 
I  do  not  rise  to  participate  to  any  consideraJi^it 
extent  in  this  debate;  but  there  seems  lo  be 
such  a  confusion  of  ideas  upon  what  is  uoctr* 
stood  to  be  the  present  Indian  policy  th»: 
perhaps  I  shall  be  justified  in  sobmiuing  a  fev 
observations  exactly  on  that  poinL 

I  have  noticed,  in  'he  little  experience  I  hare 
had  oa  this  subject  of  Indian  affairs,  that 
almost  everybody  is  disposed  to  do  everything 
in  general  but  not  the  hrst  thing  in  particuUi 
for  the  Indiana.  1  have  nevec  tbnna  a  major- 
ity of  the  Senate  willing  to  agree  that  th«ie 
was  a  spot  of  earth  on  the  American  cdntiaeBt 
which  might  be  set  aside  where  the  iudiaos 
should  have  a  right  to  live  and  dwell  and  bafc 
a  fair  opportunity  for  civiliaation  there.  Ibc 
Senate  nas  never  voted  such  a  propoatuoo.  to 
my  knowledge  or  belief;  and  it  will  beahjipi>y 
day  for  the  country,  in  all  reapecta,  morauj 
and  economically,  if  it  shonld  be  brought  \a 
consider  that  question  in  that  light,  and  lo  n^ 
that  somewhmre  on  this  continent,  once  in  pui- 
session,  of  all  the  Indians,  they  would  set  apart 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  on  which  ihttt 
Indians  could  live  wbA  there  be  protected,  aad 
that  it  should  be  theirs  and  their  poaterity  *s  for- 
ever, as  to  us.  We  began  a  pelicy  of  that  kibd 
in  1867 ;  we  have  been  pnrauing  it  in  a  very 
halting  way  since;  but  so  oflee  aa  these  year* 
come  around  when  we  are  to  fulfill  the  tremty 
stipulations  with  the  Indians  by  which  we  ho'A 
the  possessory  title  to  this  continent,  yoa  bud 
all  sorts  of  speculations  and  all  aorta  of  scheraes 
from  different  quarters  to  depriye  the  Indraoi 
even  of  the  treaty  stipulations  and  to  out  tht-a 
down  to  the  very  lowest  poKible  figure  in  those 
treaties  which  stand  unon  the  reeord  here  aa4 
to  which  the  faith  of  toe  country  ia  pledged. 

Now,  a  good  deal  of  what  nsy  honorable 
friend  from  Ohio  has  said  I  believe  in.  That 
is  to  say,  it  would  have  been  weU  in  the  early 
history  of  the  country  that  all  the  Indians 
within  the  State  limita  should  have  been  k^ 
there,  and  I  think  they  could  have  been  if  «e 
had  been  a  Christian  people  in  regard  to  tne 
Indian,  as  we  never  nave  been.  We  hate 
held  to  the  old  heterodoxy  that  he  was  ihe 
heathen  and  we  were  the  sainta;  that  we  wen 
entitled  to  the  earth  thereby,  and  the  ladiaa 
must  go  out,  and  that,  too,  without  regard  to 
his  welfare  at  all ;  and  sOy  instead  of  absorp- 
tion, the  principle  of  expulsion  has  gone  oa. 
and  the  Indian  has  been  driven  from  one  posi- 
tion to  another,  keeping  him  always  outside 
of  civilisation  and  beyond  the  reaeh  of  civil- 
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ization,  and  visiting  him  only  by  oar  vices, 
and  the  worst  of  them,  and  he  has  been  per> 
iehing,  of  coarse,  under  this  policy. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  said  that  we  have  or- 
ganized the  whole  of  this  continent  into  terri- 
torial jarisdictions.  That  is  trae.  My  honor- 
nUie  friend  from  Nevada  tells  you  that  it  will 
be  a  perilous  undertaking  to  settle  any  of  these 
Indians  anywhere  within  that  jurisdiction.  I 
think  so,  and  I  think  so  for  the  very  best  rea- 
pon,  namely,  that  my  honorable  friend,  I  think, 
is  a  fit  representative  in  that  respect  of  all 
that  region  of  country.  He  belreves  that  the 
Indian  is  a  savage  man,  that  be  is  a  heathen, 
And  that  the  idea  of  talking  of  or  considering 
him  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a  ferocious 
animal  that  ought  to  be  exterminated  is  non- 
sense. He  thinks  there  is  no  GhriBtianity  and 
there  is  no  policy,  nor  should  there  be  any 
political  economy,  which  regards  the  Indian 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a  ferocious  animal 
to  be  exterminated,  and  the  quicker  the  better. 
Sir,  to  that  class  of  men  there  is  only  one 
thing,  there  isonlj  one  plat  of  ground  on  earth 
that  thojr  are  willing  to  give  to  an  Indian,  and 
that  is  about  six  feet,  and  at  least  six  feet 
tinder  ground  at  that. 

That  is  so,  sir;  all  history  shows  it.  My 
honorable  friend  savs  these  Indians  must  not 
go  into  the  West;  they  must  stay  where  they 
are.  I  will  adopt  most  cheerfully  the  senti- 
ment of  my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio,  and 
say  keep  them  there,  if  we  had  the  land,  but 
we  have  not.  It  so  happens  that  the  tribes  to 
which  those  poor  viu^bond  Indians  belong 
have  gone  further  West,  I  believe  into  the 
Indian  territory. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Does  the  Senator  mean 
to  say  we  have  not  enough  land  for  these 
Indians  in  Wisconsin? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  say  we  have 
no  Indian  reservations  there  for  them.  The 
tribes  to  which  these  Indians  be\png  sold  oat 
their  lands  for  a  consideration  somewhere  else, 
and  the  treaty  stipulations  allotted  them  lands 
elsewhere.  These  Indians  refused  to  go;  they 
remaiif  behind.     Now,  what  is  to  be  done? 

in  1867,  anticipating  what  mv  honorable 
friend  from  Nevada  has  declared  this  morn- 
ing, that  the  whole  country  was  to  be  covered 
by  our  civil  jurisdiction,  as  it  since  has  been, 
we  sent  out  a  peace  commissioner  to  confer 
with  the  various  tribes  of  Indians  in  the  West, 
and  come  to  terms  so  as  to  make  some  per- 
manent provision  for  them.  How?  Not  by 
being  driven  from  pillar  to  post,  from  one  res- 
ervation to  another,  and  pursued  by  squatters, 
and  panned  by  the  worst  of  our  population, 
who  always  keep  in  the  advanee  guard  of 
civilization,  but  that  we  would  set  apart  two 
distiact  reservations  on  which  all  the  Indians 
in  the  western  country  should  be  gathered. 
That  is  what  we  agreed.  We  have  oeen  try- 
ing as  well  as  we  could  to  work  up  to  that, 
and  it  will  be  a  good  day  for  the  Indians,  and  a 
good  day  also  for  the  people  of  the  United 
States  economically,  ana  for  their  credit  mor- 
ally, when  we  carry  that  out  in  good  faith  and 
to  the  end.  This  is  an  effort  in  that  direction. 
Here  are  some  of  those  Indians  with  no  home, 
homeless,  houseless,  landless.  This  propo- 
sition is  to  take  these  Indians  on  to  one  of  those 
reservations  which  are  to  be  the  future  home, 
according  to  this  policy,  of  all  the  Indians. 

Now,  I  will  say  to  my  honorable  friend 
from  Nevada  that  it  does  not  anticipate  that 
they  are  to  go  into  the  broad  acres  of  the  great 
West,  over  which  he  seems  to  have  such  a 
soiicitoua  oare;  bat  if  so,  what  of  it?  How 
numerous  is  the  population  in  the  fisr  West? 
Will  they  be  crowded  ?  if  you  look  at  the 
censoa  yon  will  find  that  west  of  the  Missouri 
river  there  are  only  about  fourteen  hundred 
thousand  people,  and  there  are  over  fifteen 
hundred  thousand  square  miles'  breathing 
space  for  those  people.  They  are  not  so  pai^ 
ticularly  crowded  that  you  cannot  find  land 
on  which  to  locate  seven  hundred  Indians,  if 
that  were  the  ^estion*    But  that  it  not  the  , 


qnestion.  The  question  is,  shall  we  take  these 
Indians  who  have  no  homes  where  they  are, 
and  who  are  an  annoyance  to  the  people  sur- 
rounding them,  and  provide  them  homes  some- 
where? Certainly  we  will.  Where?  In  the 
Indian  country  which  we  have  set  apart  pre- 
cisely for  these  Indians.  That  ia  where  we 
have  provided  for  them.  That  is  the  propo- 
sition, as  I  understand  it.  Does  that  shock 
the  sense  of  anybody's  justice  here?  Is  not 
that  a  fit  and  proper  thing  to  do?  That  set- 
tle.«t  that  question  so  far  as  they  are  concerned. 

Now,  one  word  in  regard  to  the  Apaches 
that  it  is  said  are  savages.  Well,  I  suppose 
they  are.  The  Senator  says  there  have  been 
some  attempts  to  civilise  them  b^  making  half- 
breeds  of  them.  Whether  that  is  an  improve- 
ment or  not,  I  do  not  know.  My  honorable 
friend  seems  to  think  not,  for  they  are  the 
worst  of  the  robbers  and  savages  and  he  thinks 
it  is  worth  while  to  civilize  in  that  direction. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  history  of  these  men  ? 
Not  until  we  took  j>os8ession  of  Arizona  and 
extended  our  civilization  over  them,  in  other 
words^  came  in  contact  with  them,  did  they 
get  this  reputation  of  which  he  speaks.  They 
stood  on  a  par  with  their  neighbors,  the  Mexi- 
cans. That  was  not  very  high  I  admit ;  I  do 
not  know  whether  it  was  higher  or  lower  than 
the  savages,  but  that  is  not  important  to  my 
in quiry.  But  there  are  about  thirty- seven  thou- 
sand of  those  Indians,  according  to  my  inform- 
ation, in  Arizona.  What  has  it  cost  us  annu- 
ally to  take  care  of  these  Indians,  to  fight  and 
Suard,  and  feed  them  occasionally,  not  often  ? 
[y  honorable  friend  thinks  we  have  spent  a 
great  deal  of  money  on  them.  That  is  not  so 
at  all.  Occasionally  we  did.  We  have  prom- 
ised largely  and  performed  very  little.  They 
are  a  great  way  off.  When  they  get  on  the 
rampage  and  annoy  our  people  we  go  out  and 
make  treaties  and  promise  very  big  things,  bnt 
we  never  come  up  to  the  promise,  in  the  per- 
formance. That  is  the  history ;  I  have  studied 
it  carefully,  and  I  think  I  know  what  I  am  talk- 
ing about. 

what  does  it  cost  to  maintain  civil  society 
in  Arizona,  and  how  much  have  yon  got? 
There  are  about  three  thousand  whites  there 
of  our  kind  of  whites.  There  ar.e  about  three 
thousand  more  not  exactly  of  our  kind,  the 
kind  the  Senator  speaks  of,  Mexican  and  some* 
thine  else,  half-breeds,  a  mixture,  six  thou- 
sand in  all.  How  much  do  you  suppose  it 
costs  this  Government  to  maintain  that  little 
society  out  in  Arizona?  Arizona  is  as  large 
as  all  New  Bngland.  It  costs  from  four  to 
eight  millions,  depending  upon  the  contingen- 
cies of  war,  never  less  than  $4,000,000.  How 
is  that  done  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.    Four  millionsa  year? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Four  millions 
a  year  for  three  thousand  whites.  That  is  the 
dost  of  government  in  the  Territory;  that  is 
what  I  am  speaking  about.  You  have  been 
talking  about  Indian  affiiirs.  I  am  talking 
now  of  white  men's  affairs  in  the  Territory  in 
maintaining  government  there.  We  have  got 
a  territory  in  Arizona  as  big  as  New  England. 
It  costs  you  annually  at  least  $4,000,000  to 
maintain  civil  government  and  protect  these 
three  thousand  white  fellows.  What  are  they 
about  ?  They  are  mining,  and  so  forth ;  mining 
chiefly.  How  does  it  cost  so  much?  You 
have  got  to  keep  a  guard  of  twa  regiments  of 
infantry  and  mounted  volunteers  to  protect 
these  three  thousand  white  men  against  these 
Indians. 

Now,  how  is  that  problem  to  be  solved? 
Fight  it  out?  It  will  cost  you  as  much  to  fight 
it  as  the  Florida  war  cost  you,  and  then  you 
will  be  exactly  where  you  were  at  the  close  of 
the  Florida  war ;  you  will  have  to  make  peace 
on  the  terms  of  the  Indians  after  all.  it  is 
too  large  a  country,  it  is  too  far  distant  from 
us,  it  costs  too  much  to  carry  supplies  there, 
to  justify  the  hope  of  any  other  result. 

Well,  sir,  what  is  the  new  Indian  policy 
which  people  talk  about  ?    Instead  of  fading 


those  Indians  off  at  that  distance  from  us,  we 
are  to  bring  them  on  to  the  Indian  territory 
where  they  will  be  within  striking  distance  of 
a  railroad.  That  is  the  new  policy ;  it  will 
cost  you  but  little  to  bring  these  thirty-seven 
thousand  people  there,  and  then  what?  Then 
those  three  thousand  white  men,  or  six  thou- 
sand if  you  please,  will  be  left  free  in  their  pos- 
sessions, and  you  can  remove  your  army.  So 
go  over  this  great  West  which  ray  honorable 
friend  talks  about,  and  remove  all  the  Indians 
and  bring  them  ia  upon  this  territory  and  upon 
that  other  one  set  apart  higher  up  on  the 
Upper  Platte  river.  Then  your  question  is 
settled,  except  one  other  point  to  which  I  will 
advert  in  a  moment. 

That  is  the  Indian  policy,  and  precisely  what 
you  contemplate  now  is  in  harmony  with  that 
policy,  to  take  these  Indians  down  there,  eather 
all  the  Indians,  not  force  them  forward,  but 
bring  them  back,  and  bring  them  back  just  ae 
fast  as  you  can  bring  them  back  as  near  the 
base  of  supplies  as  is  piucticable.  That  is 
what  we  are  doing. 

To  show  how  much  men  talk  at  random,  let 
me  refer  to  the  fact  that  you  often  hear  the 
Senator  from  Nevada  talk  of  these  men  as 
savages,  incapable  of  civilization  ;  say  that  it 
has  been  tried  over  and  over  again  and  they 
have  never  been  civilized  and  never  can  be 
civilized  in  the  world,  that  you  might  as  well 
give  them  up  and  abandon  the  whole  thing. 
But  in  the  next  breath  he  insists  upon  it  that 
you  shall  devolve  upon  them  by  law  all  the 
dutiea  of  citizenship,  and  he  says  if  they  do 
not  perform  all  these  at  once  let  them  perish. 
There  is  the  absurdity  of  the  whole  thing. 

The  truth  is,  **milk  for  babes;  strong  meat 
for  strong  men."  These  Indians  are  savages: 
they  know  nothing  of  arts  or  civilization ;  aha 
think  of  the  idea  of  saying  that  you  will  put  all 
of  them  in  the  Indian  territory,  and  give  each 
Indian  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
and  tell  him,  '*  Now  live,  now  practice  oar  arts ; 
no  more  hunt,  no  more  trap,  no  more  pursue 
anything  that  you  know  anything  about,  but 
do  as  we  do  or  die  1"  Is  that  humanity?  Is 
that  sense?  Is  that  common  sense?  My  hon- 
orable friend  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edmunds] 
suggests  that  the  experiment  be  tried  on  jny 
friend  from  Nevada ;  suppose  he  tried  his  hand 
at  their  mode  of  life,  how  would  that  come  out? 
The  thing  is  absurd.  It  has  got  to  be  done 
gradually,  and  that  is  what  we  are  attempting 
to  do. 

It  is  said  there  are  sixty  thousand  Indians 
on  the  Indian  territory  proper,  and  I  suppose 
there  are  sixty-six  thousand  square  miles  in 
that  territory. 

There  is  a  bill  before  the  Senate — I  allude 
to  that  because  it  illustrates  what  I  am  say- 
ing—which proposes  to  take  that  territory  and 
divide  it  up  and  put  civil  government  over  it 
as  you  have  over  the  other  Territories,  and  to 
subject  all  the  Indians  to  that  civil  jurisdic- 
tion, and  to  give  each  Indian  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  and  then  what  of  the  rest? 
Give  that  to  railroads  and  white  men,  and 
then  sav  to  the  Indians,  *'  In  this  conflict  with 
railroads  and  white  men,  if  you  cannot  stand 
vour  hand  with  these  elements,  then  j^rish." 
That  is  my  honorable  friend's  proposition,  and 
he  thinks  that  is  a  reasonablo  one.  You  had 
better  take  them  out  and  cut  their  throats  be- 
fore you  stare  Does  not  that  honorable  Sena- 
tor know  that  under  such  a  proposition  as  that 
it  would  not  be  twelve  months  before  the  whisky 
dealers  and  the  sutlers,  and  that  olass  of  fel- 
lows, would  have  every  inch  of  land  that  you 
might  give  to  the  Indians  under  those  circum- 
stances? Sir,  that  is  not  practicable.  Every- 
bodv  must  see  at  a  glance  the  thing  is  not  prac- 
ticable at  all.  What  you  are  to  do  and  what  this 
new  policy  which  the  President  has  committed 
himself  to  (and  which  Congress  committed 
itself  to  before  the  President  was  made  Presi- 
dent, which  it  inaugurated  in  1867)  contemplates 
is  the  gathering  of  the  Indians  from  the  plains 
and  from  the  mountains  and  ooncentraiinf  tfaam 
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upon  one  or  two  reservations  and  there  feeding 
and  protecting  ibeoii  keeping  the  white  man 
off;  that  is  to  say,  keeping  off  all  traders  and 
speculators  and  surrounding  these  people  with 
tlie  Christian  and  social  elements  of  the  coun- 
try.    I  think  that  is  practicable. 

My  honorable  friend  says  that  in  regard  to 
the  Indians  it  is  impossible  to  have  the  slight- 
est civilization  or  advancement  while  they  are 
in  tribal  relations,  and  he  describes,  or  thinks 
he  does,  the  state  of  things  in  the  Indian  coun- 
try. Bat,  Mr.  President,  the  Senator  mis- 
conceives utterly  and  totallv  the  state  of  things 
in  the  Indian  country.  Why,  sir,  the  Gbero- 
kees,  the  Greeks,  and  the  Chickasaws  were 
semi-civilized  communities  when  the  war  of 
the  rebellion  broke  out.  The^  had  large 
landed  possessions ;  they  had  cultivated  farms; 
they  raised  all  the  i^^ricultural  products  they 
consumed;  they  raised  large  quantities  of 
catile  for  the  market;  they  had  schools  and 
churches  and  academies  and  colleges,  nay, 
more,  sir,  they  had  some  of  our' refinements  ; 
they  had  slavery.  [Laughter.]  Now,  what  is 
the  use  of  saying  that  a  people  who  cafi  do 
that  are  not  capable  of  civilization  if  they  have 
a  fair  opportunity  7    It  is  absurd  to  say  it. 

Who  were  these  people?  They  were  like 
the  rest  of  the  Indians.  We  all  remember 
that  as  early  as  1830  or  1835  these  people  were 
expelled  from  Tennessee.  North  Carolina,  Ala- 
bama, and  Georgia,  absolutely  driven  out.  The 
people  would  not  tolerate  them  as  savages 
among  them.  They  went  there  beyond  our 
organized  society  into  the  wilderness,  were 
banished  absolutely,  went  to  the  country  we 
dedicated  to  them  and  their  posterity  after 
them  at  that  time ;  as  you  will  find  in  the 
language  of  that  treaty,  *^a8  long  as  grass 
grows  or  water  runs''  it  should  be  to  them  and 
to  their  posterity.  That  is  the  country  that  my 
honorable  friend  says  runs  across  the  path  of 
civilization,  and  we  are  hungering  ana  thirst- 
ing for  it  and  ravening  for  it,  and  must  have  it. 
We  shall  have  something  to  say  about  that 
some  of  these  days.  I  think  you  will  not  have 
it  by  considerable.  It  was  dedicated  to  the 
Indians  forty  years  ago  solemnly,  and  they 
hold  it  in  fee-simple,  and  they  do  not  hold  it 
at  the  beck  or  the  pleasure  either  of  squatters 
or  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  It  is 
dedicated  to  them  as  a  home  forever,  and  this 
new  policy  is  to  gather  them  there  and  attempt 
to  civilize  them,  not  longer  to  supply  them 
with  the  worst  and  most  fiendish  of  our  vices, 
and  for  once  to  guard  them  in  their  posses- 
sions and  allow  the  better  influences  of  society 
to  reach  them.  That  u  the  new  policy,  Mr. 
President. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  is  on  the  floor.  Does  he 
yield  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio?  * 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  will  say  in  a 
moment  what  will  relieve  my  friend  from  Ohio 
from  the  necessity  of  replying  to  me  at  all.  I 
think  I  am  not  finding  the  slightest  fault  with  my 
honorable  friend  from  Ohio.  He  will  do  me 
the  credit  to  say  that  when  I  rose  I  said  I  was 
entirely  in  sympathy  with  the  sentiment  he 
expressed,  and  I  only  rose  to  correct  a  mis- 
apprehension, not  to  apply  to  that  Senator 
anything  that  might  be  inferred  from  what  I 
say  aa  to  a  purpose  to  dispossess  the  Indians 
from  their  possessions.  They  have  a  right  to 
those  possessions,  and  I  will  do  that  Senator 
the  credit  to  say  that  since  he  has  been  upon 
the  floor  of  the  Senate,  and  I  have  been  here 
with  him,  I  have  not  discovered  any  such  dis- 
position in  him  toward  the  Indians  or  anybody 
else. 

But,  Mr.  President,  it  is  a  mistaken  idea  to 
suppose  that  the  Indians  are  adverse  to  the 
railway  improvements  across  their  country. 
If  the  Senator  will  look  into  the  treaties  of 
1866  he  will  find  that  the  Indians,  in  those 
treaties,  agreed  that  that  country  shall  be  pen- 
etrated by  railroads,  and  Hccordinglythe  trea- 
ties provide  that  lUtro  may  be  a  railruad  run- 


ning east  and  west  across  and  one  north  and 
south.  That  provided  that  the  country  should 
be  opened  up,  that  a  pathway  across  the  Indian 
territory  from  the  East  to  the  Pacific  ocean 
should  be  opened  up,  and  also  one  from  the 
north  to  the  south.  The  Indians  do  not  ob- 
ject to  that.  Two  railroads  are  now  on  their 
way  across  that  country,  so  that  the  idea  which 
the  honorable  Senator  seemed  to  have,  or 
the  impression  that  I  think  he  received  that 
that  was  to  be  a  sealed  book,  was  to  lie  there 
exactly  across  the  path  of  commerce  and  the 
path  of  civilization,  entirely  inaccessible,  is 
not  true  at  all. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  my  friendallowme 
to  interrupt  him  for  a  moment? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  state  what  I  meant 
by  blocking. up  the  way  of  improvement.  I 
was  very  well  aware  that  the  Indians  had 
agreed  to  grant  the  right  of  way  through  their 
territory  ;  but  what  say  the  railway  men,  the 
practical  railway  men?  My  friend  comes 
i'rom  a  practical  State  of  practical  people. 
They  say,  '^  What  is  the  use  of  our  having 
a  railroad  one  hundred,  two  hundred,  three 
hundred,  or  four  hundred  miles  through  a  ter- 
ritory that  has  no  settlement?"  Every  man 
engaged  in  railroading  in  this  country  knows 
that  every  day  it  becomes  more  and  more 
necessary  for  a  railway  to  depend  upon  this 
local  traffic  to  support  it,  and  that  any  railroad 
which  undertakes  to  live  upon  what  is  called 
through  business,  with  the  exception  of  one 
or  two.  great  lines,  becomes  bankrupt.  The 
railroad  men  say,  '*  What  is  the  use  of  our 
having  a  railroad  four  or  five  hundred  miles 
long  through  a  hunting  ground*  when  there  is 
no  local  business  to  support  it?" 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  understand 
that,  and  that  raises  simply  this  question, 
whetherour  duty  to  keep  our  treaty  stipulations 
with  the  Indians — • — 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  not  arguing  it  for 
them,  but  stating  what  they  say. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  am.  I  say 
the  question  is  whether  our  duty  to  keep  our 
treaty  stipulations  with  the  Indians,  whether 
our  sense  .of  justice  and  duty  to  these  Indians, 
the  wards  of  this  nation,  will  compel  us  to  ob- 
serve the  fact  that  they  own  that  land,  and 
there  gather  them  and  there  protect  them,  and 
there  attempt  to  give  them  the  arts  of  civiliza- 
tion and  teach  them  self-support,  or  whether 
at  the  beck  of  any  set  of  men,  I  do  not  care 
who  they  are  or  behind  what  charter  they  shel; 
ter  themselves,  who  say,  **  We  want  it  and  we 
will  have  it  without  regard  to  your  rights  or 
without  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  Indians 
that  this  country  has  pledged  to  gather  there, 
and  to  whom  it  has  given  the  land,"  we  shall 
abandon  the  rights  of  the  Indians  and  trample 
under  foot  our  own  plighted  faith. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  a  fact  outside 
of  this  that  makes  it  altogether  unnecessary 
to  argue  this  question.  The  Indians  own  the 
land:  that  is  enough.  They  own  it  in  fee- 
simple,  and  that  is  conclusive.  Whether  gen- 
tlemen find  charters  they  have  obtained,  with- 
out much  information  here  on  (his  subject, 
profitable  or  not,  is  not  the  question  we  are 
considering  at  this  moment.  If  that  arises 
at  some  other  time,  we  will  argue  it  when  it 
arises. 

Mr.  Presidgnt,  I  would  not  have  been  drawn 
into  this  willingly,  but  it  seemed  to  me  that 
there  had  been  so  much  misapprehension  about 
the  new  policy,  and  its  failures,  and  the  prob- 
ability ot  its  success,  that  it  was  well  enough  to 
say  exactly  on  this  point  what  this  policy  was. 
It  originated,  as  I  have  said,  in  1867.  We 
have  been  pursuing  it.  From  time  to  time 
Indian  tribes  have  been  gathered  into  this 
country.  Some  six  or  eight  or  ten  tribes 
have  been  gathered  into  this  country,  more  or 
less.  My  honorable  frieud  from  Kansas  will 
remember  how  many  tribes  have  been  taken 
from  Kansas. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    Five  or  six. 
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Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Fire  or  six 
tribes  under  this  new  policy  have  beeo  takes 
out  of  Kansas  and  carried  down  ioto  :hi 
Indian  territory.  Others  have  been  gatberci 
from  the  plains,  entirely  wild  Indians,  jo^t  u 
ferocious  and  savage  and  wild  as  the  ApacLpi. 
There  they  are  to-day  quiet,  harmless,  iht 
military  posts  withdrawn,  no  trouble  ai  a^ 
from  them.  It  is  proposed  to  do  the  same 
thing  with  these  terocious  savsces,  aad  1 
assure  my  honorable  friend  from  Nevada  ihat 
my  information  and  belief  is  that  these  Is 
dians  will  be  entirely  harmless  wheo  takes 
into  that  territory  and  fed  and  prorided  for, 
and  the  economy  of  the  thing  nooodj  doobu. 
Three  hundred  thousand  dollars  woold  f«e<l 
the  whole  of  the  Indians  in  that  countrj  aod 
keep  them  quiet,  whereas  yoa  are  pa}iD{ 
from  four  to  six  million  dollars  to  pard 
and  secure  them  and  hunt  and  shoot  Uteo, 
and  undertake  to  exterminate  them  as  joj 
would  ferocious  beasts. 

That  is  this  policy,  as  I  understand,  aad 
this  particular  measure  is  in  harmony  with  it 
and  for  that  reason  I  very  greatly  hope  ihi 
my  honorable  friend,  the  chairman  of  th* 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  this  bari^ 
once  been  before  appropriatedi  will  not  f«l 
called  upon  to  raise  any  question  of  order, 
but  will  allow  it  to  be  reappropriated. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  did  not  soppose  tiiu 
in  making  the  few  remarks  which  1  submiii^ 
to  the  Senate,  I  should  have  toacbed  so  i«n 
der  a  point  with  the  Senator  from  Maioe.  I 
did  not  know  that  I  bad  alluded  to  any  grojai 
which  was  debatable.  I  did  not  know  iha;  I 
had  said  anything  which  anybody  would  dis- 
sent from.  I  was  rather  approving  of  i^ 
feature  in  the  Indian  policy  which  propC'«J 
to  give  men  their  individual  rights.  Batn 
appears  that  I  am  accused  of  great  incoo&iii 
ency.  I  believe  the  only  way  to  meet  mj 
views  on  the  subject  of  Indians  is  to  assuoe 
that  I  advocate  something  which  1  have  nerer 
asserted,  and  then  fight  it.  That  is  ibe  vaj 
that  I  have  been  met  as  a  general  tbing.  I 
believe  that  the  white  people  of  Arizooa  *kj 
have  gone  there  and  settled  that  coantry  bare 
some  rights.  I  believe  that  they  bare  a  rp- 
to  life  and  to  protection.  I  do  not  b«iie<e 
that  a  banditti  ot  professional  robbera  bare  a 
right  to  kill  them.  That  is  the  belief  ot'  ^r 
pie  who  live  about  there  and  who  koov  ao/- 
thing  practical  on  the  subject. 

The  history  of  these  Indians  is  the  blood- 
iest history  on  record.  There  is  only  a  small 
band  of  them,  but  there  is  a  band  of  froa 
fifteen  hundred  to  three  thousand  wbo  taake 
all  this  trouble.  As  an  officer  of  the  Arm; 
said  to  me,  no  officer  knows  positively  whe'JKf 
it  is  possible  to  catch  these  men  or  not ;  ib<^ 
have  got  to  be  caught  like  any  other  baud  of 
robbers,  and  punished  in  the  same  way.  ^' 
eral  Crook  is  very  willing  to  do  it;  be  is  ooi 
afraid  to  meet  these  Indians  and  fight  tbem,  bat 
he  and  his  men  are  in  doubt  whether  tbey  vil> 
be  sustained,  whether  there  will  not  be  s  ci  ^' 
humanity  raised  if  they  catch  these  robbers 
That  is  the  difficulty.  Our  officers  and  trospi 
will  pursue  them  and  then,  if  they  catcb  tbea. 
they  can  stop  their  robberies.  When  yoa  catci 
them  you  can  take  some  of  the  tame  IndiaosftH'^ 
put  them  on  reservations ;  but  these  robbfr^ 
must  be  caught  first.  The  Senator  from  Maine 
says  that  there  are  only  three  thonsand  Amer- 
icans there,  the  rest  are  Mexicans. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  No ;  bnl  I  ^ 
that  the  census  shows  about  six  tbo«^^ 
white  persons,  and  I  understand  t^*^/'^''' 
half  of  these  are  mixed  bloods,  bat  I  do  u» 
know  the  precise  proportion. 

Mr.  STEWART.  There  has  been  tl»^ 
population  there,  but  these  Indians  bare  dq^ 
dered  a  great  many  and  have  made  u  ^ 
difficult  for  our  people  to  stay  there.  lOQ  ^^ 
organized  a  Territory ;  you  have  pat  yoar  oo 
cers  there  and  invited  people  to  ff)  »«/*; 
many  of  those  who  have  gone  there  fc*J*  "^ 
their  lives.    It  would  not  hare  beeo  so  U  tbert 
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had  been  a  thorough  policj  in  regard  to  this 
baud  of  murdererS)  if  any  officer  had  dared  to 
pursue  them  and  punish  them.  I  do  not  say 
that  any  were  afraid  to  do  it ;  but  they  feared 
the  misrepresentations  of  Vincent  Coiyer  or 
some  man  of  that  description.  I  say  the  offi- 
cers who  we  have  had  there,  on  account  of  the 
iDisrepresentatioos  and  misapprehensions  to 
which  their  conduct  would  give  rise,  have  been 
more  afraid  to  go  forward  than  to  go  back ; 
they  have  been  halting  between  two  opinions. 
General  Crook  is  a  gentleman  and  a  numane 
xnaiij  and  if  you  allow  him  to  proceed  he  will 
do  his  work  and  capture  these  robbers.  I  say 
that  is  the  thin^  that  ought  to  be  done.  Do 
that,  and  you  will  soon  be  able  to  dispose  prop- 
erly of  the  Arizona  Indians.  I  do  not  see  any 
necessity  for  removing  them  into  the  Indian 
territory.  Some  of  them  have  cultivated  lands 
in  Arizona  and  know  how  to  cultivate  them. 
I  say  give  those  Indians  who  are  there  a  chance 
to  own  their  property  in  severalty  ;  let  those 
who  are  willing  to  work  have  a  chance  to  work ; 
but  catch  these  robbing  Apaches  and  punish 
them,  and  after  you  have  done  that,  put  thtm 
on  reservations,  if  you  please,  and  take  care 
of  them. 

There  is  no  use  in  dedicating  any  large  part 
of  this  country  to  Indians.  There  are  .but  few 
in  Arizona ;  but  they  are  like  all  other  bands 
of  robbers,  they  evade  the  authorities  and  will 
do  so  until  you  catch  and  punish  them.  Those 
who  raise  com  and  wheat  there  are  the  most 
peaceable  Indians  in  the  world,  and  all  you 
need  do  to  them  is  to  respect  their  individual 
rights.  I  undertake  to  say  that  the  policy  of 
respecting  individual  rights  has  been  ignored 
in  your  Indian  policy  from  the  beginning.  You 
liave  respected  the  aristocracy  of  the  Indians ; 
yoa  have  respected  their  chiefs ;  you  have  not 
respected  the  rights  of  individuals.  You  treat 
with  the  chiefs ;  you  make  bargains  with  them ; 
you  deplete  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
to  buila  up  their  authority,  and  you  have  been 
doing  so  from  the  beginning,  and  in  this  way 
you  spend  your  millions  every  year.  The  In- 
dian policy  in  Arizona  only  illustrates  it.  When 
you  talk  about  sustaining  in  the  Indian  terri- 
tory or  elsewhere  within  this  Republic  coun- 
tries that  are  not  governed  by  republican  laws, 
countries  that  do  not  allow  men  to  become 
civilized  but  make  them  serfs,  if  you  allow  any 
set  of  men  so  to  legislate  within  the  limits  of 
this  Republic,  there  will  be  conflict,  and  there 
will  be  conflict  in  this  country  until  every  man 
is  covered  by  the  law  of  the  country,  and  has 
his  rights  under  the  law,  whether  he  is  an 
Indian  or  not. 

Now,  it  is  said  that  I  do  not  believe  they 
can  be  civilized.  I  never  said  that.  I  said 
they  never  ^ould  be  civilized  until  you  ap- 
pealed to  them  with  the  first  principle  of  civ- 
ilization, and  that  is  the  right  of  individual 
property.  I  said  that  your  process  had  been 
tried  since  the  foundation  of  the  Government, 
and  that  it  was  a  miserable  failure.  It 
is  marked  with  blood  and  rascality  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific.  Your  trading  with 
the  nabobs  has  so  disgusted  the  settlers,  has 
been  so  against  public  policy,  that  it  has  been 
broken  down,  and  cannot  be  maintained. 
Legislate  for  the  Indians  as  you  legislate  for 
others.  I  deny  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  by  any  treaty  has  abrogated  the 
right  of  Coneress  to  legislate  for  the  Indian 
country.  It  nas  the  power  to  legislate  for  it. 
I  deny  that  now  anyone  Indian  in  that  Ter- 
ritory has  a  right  of  property  which  he  can  en- 
force. They  hold  it  as  a  nation,  the  same  as 
the  Mexicans  hold  their  country.  They  own 
it  in  the  sense  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  perhaps,  owns  the  United  States  of 
A.  menca. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Where  do  you  think  the 
title  does  really  reside? 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  believe  it  resides  in  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Has  not  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  and  hare  not  all 


the  courts  before  which  the  question  has  come, 
decided  exactly  the  reverse  ? 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  beg  pardon.  I  can  show 
that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
has  not  so  decided. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Please  produce  the  au- 
thority. 

Mr.  STEWART.  They  have  decided  that 
it  is  subject  to  the  action  of  Congress. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  honorable  Senator 
is  entirely  mistaken. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  beg  pardon.  I  can 
refer  to  the  authority. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  alludes  now 
to  a  recent  case  in  9  or  10  Wallace,  in  which 
the  Supreme  Court  has  decided  that  the  Indians 
were  subject  to  the  same  principles  of  political 
legislation  that  everybody  else  was,  if  dongress 
chose  so  to  provide  ;  but  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  never  has  aecided,  and 
never  will,  I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying,  that  the 
title  to  the  soil,  the  original  title  to  the  soil,  is 
not  in  the  Indians  themselves. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Thejr  have  decided  that 
it  is  subject  to  the  legislation  of  Congress. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Just  as  any  other  private 
property  is. 

Mr.  STE  WART.  There  is  no  private  prop- 
erty there.  You  would  insult  one  ot  the 
Indian  chiefs  there  if  you  were  to  speak  of 
anything  in  that  country  being  private  prop- 
erty. Ask  one  of  the  nabobs  who  ride  in  car- 
riages through  the  streets  here  whether  anv- 
body  has  private  property  there.  What  would 
he  say?  Ask  such  a  chief  how  much  he  owns, 
and  he  will  tell  you  that  he  is  the  chief,  he  is 
the  big  man,  he  has  it  all,  and  the  rest  pay 
tribute  to  him.  This  system  is  degrading  to 
the  people.  That  you  call  civilization  1  Now, 
I  say  that  you  have  tried  this  experiment  long 
enough,  and  failed  all  the  time. 

When  the  Indians  were  in  New  England 
there  was  no  constitutional  difficnly  in  getting 
them  away.  When  they  were  in  Pennsylvania 
they  were  got  rid  of.  When  they  were  in  Ohio 
they  were  got  rid  of.  When  they  were  in  In- 
diana they  were  got  rid  of.  In  Wisconsin 
most  of  them  were  got  rid  of,  but  a  few  are 
lefl,  it  seems,  and  the  proposition  is  to  get  rid 
of  them  and  drive  them  forward  ;  and  we  are 
dntertained  with  a  talk  about  constitutional 
rights.  The  constitutional  question  of  the 
paramount  right  of  the  Indian  has  been  dis- 
cussed from  tne  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific,  and 
every  time  they  went  right  along  in  the  same 
way. 

Now,  when  you  find  that  you  cannot  block 
this  country  against  civilization,  when  you  find 
that  you  cannot  dedicate  it  to  barbarism,  when 
you  find  that  civilization  will  advance,  when 
you  find  that  the  teeming  millions  of  this  coun- 
try and  of  Europe  will  occupy  this  land  and 
make  this  country  prosper,  when  you  find  that 
all  your  efforts  in  favor  of  barbarism  thus  far 
have  failed,  when  you  have  failed  to  make  a 
nabob  fit  to  command  the  respect  of  a  dog  in 
all  this  time,  when  you  find  tnat  your  efforts 
have  been  failures,  1  say  it  is  time  to  retrace 
your  steps  and  recognize  in  the  Indian  the 
same  principle  that  is  implanted  in  other  men, 
the  right  to  individual  property.  Give  him  a 
home  that  you  will  not  move  him  from.  Do  not 
send  him  from  Wisconsin,  but  buy  him  a  farm 
there.  Thirty  thousand  dollars  would  bay  in 
Wisconsin  farms  for  all  these  people  as  much 
land  as  they  could  cultivate.  Buy  them  land 
there.  Let  each  individual  have  his  own  tract; 
let  it  be  inalienable  until  he  becomes  civilized. 
Let  your  Christian  churches  there  make  the 
effort.  Save  your  transportation.  Do  not  expose 
him  to  warfare  with  the  settlers  who  have  gone 
out  to  make  their  homes  in  the  wilderness,  as  it 
were.  Do  not  keep  up  this  struggle  longer. 
You  have  failed  in  it  thus  far  and  yon  will  fail 
in  it  hereafter.  The  man  who  thinks  that  any 
portion  of  this  country  is  to  be  lone  dedicated 
to  barbarism,  is  mistaken.  You  wilihave some 
treaty  to  get  rid  of  it  before  long. 

My  friend  from  Kansas  [Mr.  Pombrot]  is 


probably  the  most  strenuous  advocate  of  In- 
dian  rights  of  any  man  iu  the  Senate.  When 
he  came  into  the  Senate  nearly  half  of  Kan- 
sas belonged  to  Indians  by  these  same  solemn 
treaties,  but  every  year  he  -f^ets  rid  of  some 
of  them,  and  how^  is  it  done  ?  By  an  Indian 
treaty.  I  never  could  exactly  comprehend  the 
process,  but  we  are  always  told  that  nobody's 
rights  are  invaded,  and  yet  the  Indians  are 
taken  up  and  an  appropriation  is  made  to  move 
them  somewhere,  and  then  they  are  taken  up 
again  and  put  down  somewhere  else,  and  so 
on.  This  is  all  done — I  do  not  exactly  under 
stand  how — beoanse  it  must  be  done;  and 
when  you  know  it  must  be  done,  why  not 
meet  the  question  like  men  and  say  that  when 
the  Indians  so  upon  a  reservation  every  man 
of  them  shall  have  forty  acres,  or  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres,  or  whatever  amount 
is  necessary,  that  that  tract  shall  be  his, 
that  he  shall  be  encouraged  to  work  on  it 
and  to  support  himself  on  it  ?  Let  that  be 
the  leading  idea  of  your  policy ;  let  it  be 
enforced  everywhere  where  It  can  be,  and 
there  will  be  some  sense  in  it.  No  constitu- 
tional argument,  no  reason  of  humanity  or 
otherwise,  will  prevent  this  country  being  civ- 
ilized.    It  must  be  done.    That  is  understood. 

Now  I  say,  in  all  your  proceedings,  if  you 
want  to  save  the  Indian,  provide  him  a  home 
where  he  is.  Do  not  move  the  Indians  of  Arizona 
out  of  Arizona ;  catch  and  punish  the  criminals 
who  are  there;  give  those  who  are  willing  to 
stay  on  reservations  inducements  to  stay  there, 
such  inducements  as  would  operate  on  other 
men.  They  may  be  too  wild  to  appreciate 
them  now:  but  give  them  a  chance.  The 
trouble  is  tnat  there  is  too  much  aristocracy ; 
there  is  too  much  grandeur;  there  are  too 
many  big  chiefs  with  feathers  and  all  that  kind 
of  thing.  I'his  system  is  very  expensive,  and 
it  is  not  capable  of  such  guards  as  our  other 
legislation  is. 

I  merely  suggest  to  the  Senate  that  when 
the  Indians  are  separated  b^  themselves  on  a 
reservation,  or  in  the  Indian  countiy,  they 
must  be  furnished  with  supplies.  Whoever 
feeds  them  must  bring  the  receipts.  We  do 
not  know  when  an  Indian  dies  unless  the 
agent  reports  it  here.  We  do  not  know  their 
exact  number  except  from  vague  rumor.  Now 
the  quicker  we  get  the  Indians  where  we  shall 
knt>w  how  many  there  are,  where  you  can  keep 
a  record  of  them,  where  they  have  little  pieces 
of  land  each  to  himself,  the  sooner  you  will 
have  a  system  whereby  there  will  be  less  fraud 
in  the  Indian  business.  We  are  imposed  upon 
with  the  grand  idea  of  collecting  tne  Indians 
together,  putting  them  on  a  large  reservation, 
leaving  them  to  themselves,  hedging  them  in, 
and  we  are  told  that  the  Indian  territory  will  be 
a  great  thing.  What  is  it?  A  grand  Indian 
empire,  a  magnificent  aristocracy  of  Indian 
barbarity.  No  white  person  is  allowed  to 
go  among  them  except  those  who  will  marry 
Indians.  The  thieves  and  robbers  from  our 
country  go  in  there,  marry  among  the  Indians, 
and  become  Indian  citizens.  Arkansas  made 
a  haul  the  other  day  from  there  of  fourteen, 
took  them  out  and  hung  them.  One  great 
difficulty  on  the  border  is  that  bad  characters 
CO  over4nto  the  Indian  territory  and  become 
Indian  settlers,  which  they  can  do  by  marry- 
ing Indians.  The  worst  people  we  have  are 
opposed  to  opening  this  Indian  territory 
because  now  it  is  a  place  for  them  to  go  to.  Is 
it  not  a  paradise  of  civilization,  when  yon 
keep  out  good,  honest  people.  Christian  men 
and  women  who  would  go  there  and  settle  the 
country?  When  you  exclude  their  example 
from  these  people,  will  they  not  advance  in 
civilization  very  rapidly? 

It  seems  to  me  that  will  be  a  grand  experi- 
ment  to  put  them  in  there  and  let  them  govern 
themselves!  I  do  not  believe  in  any  such 
thiuf .  I  do  not  believe  in  building  any  such 
empire  or  State  here.  I  believe  if  we  build  it 
up,  it  will  only  be  built  up  to  be  torn  down. 
You  will  tear  it  down  and  get  rid  of  it,  just 
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as  Kamas  got  rid  of  the  Indiant  in  that  State. 
You  cannot  maintain  it.  It  is  against  public 
policj  I  it  is  af^inst  the  interests  of  the  couu- 
try ;  it  is  against  civilization  ;  it  is  against 
every  sentiment  that  should  actuate  as  if  we 
are  willing  to  benefit  our  fellow- beings. 

Now,  I  am  opposed  to  having  the  Indians 
treated  differently  from  white  men.  Wherever 
we  can  treat  them  in  the  same  way,  let  us  do 
iL  I  should  like  to  make  the  experiment 
with  these  particular  Indians.  I  would  like 
to  see  one  of  the  Christian  churches  take  in  hand 
these  Indians  of  my  friend  from  Wisconsin. 
Let  each  one  of  them  have  a  piece  of  land  and 
money  enough  to  get  along  with  for  a  while 
until  we  see  the  thing  work  and  ascertain 
whether  they  can  be  civilized.  I  said  that 
they  had  not  been  civilized ;  that  what  you 
have  done  toward  their  civilization  is  not 
worth  the  name.  Such  of  them  as  have 
made  any  progress  are  nearly  white  and  have 
been  educated  in  your  white  colleges.  The 
ideas  of  civilization  which  you  have  given 
them  have  been  failures  because  you  have  not 
taken  the  requisite  step,  because  yon  have  not 
given  them  the  benefit  of  the  laws  under 
which  civilization  can  exist.  That  is  the 
reason  they  are  not  civilized.  They  have  not 
had  the  advantage  of  the  laws  under  which 
civilization  can  exist 

Things  cannot  go  on  much  longer  as  they 
have  been  going  on.  There  is  now  no  huut- 
ioff-ground  for  the  Indians  on  the  plains. 
Take  them  into  the  Indian  territory  and  there 
is  no  hunting-ground  there.  One  of  two  things 
must  be  done :  you  must  feed  them  by  direct 
appropriation,  or  they  mast  starve ;  or  if  you 
do  not  want  to  do  either  of  these  things  there 
will  be  only  one  other  t^ing  to  do ;  and  that  is, 
to  let  them  have  some  land  by  themselves,  to 
let  them  at  some  time  get  an  idea  of  support- 
ing themselves*  I  do  not  believe  an  Indian 
is  any  better  than  a  white  man.  I  do  not  be.- 
lieve  a  white  man  ought  to  be  taxed  to  sup- 
port an  Indian  or  an  Indian  taxed  to  support 
a  white  man.  I  do  not  believe  we  onglit  to 
tax  everything  in  this  country  that  the  poor 
consume  as  well  as  the  rich  to  feed  Indian 
nabobs  and  let  them  lord  it  over  the  weak  aud 
let  them  lord  it  over  the  territory  that  settlers 
want.  I  do  not  believe  we  ought  to  do  any- 
thing of  that  kind.  I  do  not  believe  the  peo- 
ple ought  to  be  taxed  to  build  up  an  Indian 
aristocracy.  That  is  your  policy,  and  1  am 
opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  wish  to  ask  for  inform- 
ation a  question  to  which  an  answer  has  not 
been  given  yet  It  is  whether  these  Indians 
want  to  be  removed  from  Wisconsin  7 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  can,  I  think,  give  all  the 
information  probably  that  the  Senator  desires 
on  that  point.  The  main  body  of  the  Winne- 
bagoes  have  been  settled  on  the  Niobrara  river. 
There  are  several  thousand  of  them  on  the 
north  border  of  Nebraska ;  perhaps  their  reser- 
vation mav  be  partly  in  Uakota.  The  Potta- 
watomies  formerly  resided  in  Kansas,  and  have 
more  recentlv  been  removed  to  the  Indian 
territory,  and  are  now,  I  understand,  living 
in  that  territory.  The  Chippewas  are  living 
up  N<lrth — the  main  body  of  the  tribe.  These 
are  straggling  bands  that  refused  to  move  ori- 
ginally from  Wisconsin.  They  have  no  reser- 
vation, they  have  no  homes,  and  live  by  what 
little  hunting  they  can  do  there,  and  fishing, 
and  begging,  and  stealing,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  KAMSEY.  Will  the  Senator  give  way 
for  a  motion  for  an  executive  session  ?  It  is 
clear  that  we  cannot  get  through  with  the  bill 
to-night. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    Oh,  yes,  we  can. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  has  not  answered 
my  question  at  all.  The  main  body  of  the 
Winnebagoes,  it  is  true,  were  removed,  with 
their  own  consent,  some  years  ago.  First,  I 
believe,  part  of  them  went  from  Ohio.  There 
were  others  moved  from  Wisconsin  to  Minne* 
sola,  aud  ttiejf  were  moved  two  or  three  times, 


until  finally  they  were  located  at  their  pres- 
ent reservation.  But  this  particular  sec  of 
Indians,  these  little  bands  ^of  Puans,  as  the 
French  call  them,  for  a  reason  that  anybody 
who  understands  French  can  tell 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  suggest  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio  that  the  better  plan  would 
be  to  remove  this  remnant  of  the  tribe  to  their 
old  homes  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
not  interrupt  me.  These  people  never  would 
remove.  They  would  not  remove  from  Wis- 
consin to  Minnesota ;  they  preferred  Wiscon- 
sin to  Minnesota;  and  when  the  band  was 
removed  two  or  three  times  in  Minnesota, 
ultimately  to  its  present  site,  they  would  not 
remove.  Now  they  are  scattered  about  in 
Wisconsin,  some  here  and  some  there,  and 
some  elsewhere  in  the  State.  Now  I  want  to 
know  from  the  chairman  of  the  Indian  Com- 
mittee whether  he  proposes  to  gather  up  these 
people  who  have  maniiested  for  so  many  years 
their  indisposition  to  leave  their  homes,  and 
to  remove  them  by  force? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Not  at  all.  I  do  dot  think 
anybody  contemplates  anything  of  that  kind ; 
but  if  the  honorable  Senator  thinks  there  is 
danger  of  an  effort  of  that  kind  being  made,  I 
have  no  objection  to  having  the  amendment 
modified  so  as  to  read,  **  with  their  consent." 
I  do  not  think  anybody  intends  to  remove 
them  by  force,  but  the  presumption  is  they 
would  be  willing  to  move. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  only  to  say  in 
respect  to  this  matter  that  I  am  opposed  to 
the  whole  thing.  I  will  not  occupy  any  more 
time  of  the  Senate  except  to  content  myself 
with  voting  aeainst  the  proposition. 

Mr.  PRATr.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the  hon- 
orable chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  how  it  happens  that  these  remnants,  as 
I  understand  they  are,  of  the  Winnebagoes, 
Menomonees,  Chippewas,  and  Pottawatomie 
tribes  of  Indians  have  lost  their  share  of  the 
annuities  due  to  those  tribeiu  and  how  it  hap 
pens  that  they  are  detached  irom  those  tribes, 
and  whether  the  purpose  of  this  appropriation 
is  to  take  them  to  the  respective  tribes  to  which 
tbey  belong?  I  should  be  glad  to  have  the 
views  of  the  honorable  Senator  on  that  point. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  was  the  original  ob- 
ject,, to  move  the  Winnebagoes  to  tne  reser- 
vation of  the  tribe  on  the  Niobrara  river ;  the 
Pottawatomies  to  their  new  home  down  in  the 
Indian  country,  and  the  mixed  bands  of 
Chippewas  and  Pottawatomies  to  the  Chippewa 
reservation. 

Mr.  PRATT.  There  is  another  inquinr  that 
the  honorable  Senator  has  not  answered,  and 
that  is  whether  these  fragments  of  those  tribes 
have  been  in  the  receipt  o^a  proportion  of  the 
annuities  of  their  respective  tribes  since  they 
have  been  living  in  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  unable  to  answer  defi- 
nitely on  that  point.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Minnesota  perhaps  can  state. 

Mr.  RAxMSEY.  They  were  deprived  of 
their  annuities  because  the^  would  not  re- 
move. As  a  motive  for  their  removal  along 
with  the  rest  of  the  tribe,  it  was  said  that  they 
would  lose  the  annuities  if  they  did  not  remove. 
It  was  used  as  a  means  to  induce  them  to  move. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  will  say  farther,  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that 
appropriations  have  been  made  for  several 
successive  years  for  the  temporary  support  of 
the  Indians  in  Wisconsin. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Appropriations  in  excess  of 
the  annuities  which  were  due  to  the  tribes  7 

Mr.  HOWE.  Independent  of  the  annuities 
entirely. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  hope  these  Indians  will  be 
retained  in  Wisconsin  and  not  sent  out  further 
West.  I  should  like  those  gentlemen  who  have 
so  much  concern  for  the  Indians,  whose  ten- 
derness is  manifested  here  in  the  debates,  to 
keep  these  Indians  among  them,  or  as  many 
as  they  have,  and  try  to  civilize  and  Christianize 
them  lu  their  own  midst. 


The  Indians,  it  seems,  ars  popaUr  jost 
about  in  the  degree  that  they  are  distaat  frum 
Senators  and  Representatives  and  commoni- 
ties  generally.    I  do  not  believe  the  peo{,'« 
of  the  New  England  States  or  of  the  ti»>.n 
States  were  any  more  clever  to  the  Indiaoi 
than  the  people  of  the  western  States  are  dot, 
nor  liked  them  any  better  when  they  W  ihea 
in  their  midst.     But  suddenly  they  have  be 
come  touched  with  grief  for  all  tlie  saffenD; 
that  has  fallen  on  these  tribes*,  aod  they  de 
nounce  in   very  round  terms  the  treatneot 
which  they  receive  from  the  present  froBtief 
settlers.     I  am  sure  that  they  are  treated  u 
well  by  the  people  upon  the  froQtien  now  u 
they  were  formerlvin  New  EodaDd  when  they 
hacl  their  homes  therei  or  as  tbey  were  \a  acj 
of  the  more  eastern  States.    If  yoa  vith  to 
extend  to  them  your  civilization  and  Cbrs- 
tianity  keep  them  where  your  ChristiaoitT  ard 
civilization  abound,  and  do  not  send  them  on; 
into  the  desert,  the  wilderness,  where  thej  &rt 
apt  to  encounter  very  rude  persons. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  May  I  ask  the  Senator  if 
he  would  receive  them  in  Missouri? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  We  have  not  got  soy  the?« 
and  we  are  not  trying  to  get  rid  of  any.  We 
are  not  trying  to  shove  off  this  evil  upon  the 
Senator  in  Minnesota,  nor  do  we  wish  to 
receive  what  he  wants  to  get  rid  of.  I  hojx 
the  amendment  will  not  pass,  that  these  lo 
dians,  who  have  shown  such  relactance  to  go 
further  West,  will  be  allowed  to  remain  wbere 
they  now  are  and  this  appropriation  will  no; 
be  Dassed 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qa» 
tion  is  on  agreeing  to  the  amendment  of  tiie 
Senator  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Harlait.] 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  called  for  the  yeas  ud 
nays,  and  they  were  ordered ;  and  being  takes, 
resulted — yeas  22,  nays  18;  as  follovg: 

VBA.S-MeBBn.  BaokinghjUB,  Caldw»U.  CoHmU. 
Crasin.  Ferry  of  Miohiffon.  FrelinshnyBeB.  HmbIo. 
Harlan,  Howe.  Eellogir.  Logan,  Morrill  of  Miib«. 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  PaUenoD,  Pomerof.  rnti, 
Ramiey,  Sawyer.  Scott»  Wiltoo.  Wrndoou  M 
Wright— 22.  .     - , 

NAYS-Mesnv.  Bayard.  Blair,  CuMrlr  Cok. 
Oooper.  Davis  of  West  Virgiota,  HamUtan  ofMi? 
land.  Hamilton  of  Tezaa,  Hitobcoek.  Lewis.  >or- 
wood.  Robertson.  Saulsbury,  Schnn.  Siocivb- 
Thurman,  Tipton,  and  Vicker»— 18. 

ABSBN  T-Meeen.  Aleorn.  Ames.  Anthooy.  Ben- 
man,  Brownlow.  Cameron.  Carpeotcr,  Cbtsdicr. 
Clayton.  Conkling.  Davis  of  Keotacky.  £dm|ni& 
Fenton,  Perry  of  Connecticut.  Flanmo.GU J* 
Goldthwaite,  Hill,  Jobnaton,  Kelly,  Mortoo.Mt 
Osborn.  Pool,  Rioe.  Sherman.  Spencer,  Spnga«.^i«- 
venson,  Stewart.  Sumner.  TnimDiiU,aDdw«8t-«' 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMBBOY.  I  move  the  foUomj 
amendment,  to  come  in  on  page  29  at  the  dw 
of  line  six  hundred  and  ninety-two,  tt  the 
close  of  the  appropriations  for  the  Eickapoos: 
To  enable  the  Preeident  of  the  United  5ut«i.^ 
oarry  out  the  provisions  of  the  third  truclc  ot  ue 
treaty  made  with  the  Kickapoo  Indians,  dated  Jnfte 
28.  1862,  the  SecreUry  of  the  Interior  a  htrt^f 
authorised  and  direoted  to  ascertain  the  proporu^' 
ate  amount  of  funds  and  the  cash  value  v^^**; 
which  any  member  of  said  tribe  may  be  eat^^^.'^i 
becoming  citisens  of  the  United  Sutes,  as  prond« 
in  said  treaty,  and  (by  converting  so  mocb  oi  f 
securities  of  said  Indians  as  may  be  dm«<^!; 
this  purpose)  pay  the  same  to  each  penon  n  ^ 
tied,  under  such  rules  as  he  may  presenbe:  /^ 
vided.  That  no  part  of  said  money  dne  or  bcif"^** 
to  minor  chUdren  shall  be  paid  to  then,  or  to  »> 
person  for  them,  until  said  children  skaU  &*▼• 
attained  the  age  of  twenty-one  yean. 

The  treaty  provided  that  these  lDdiw8,a! 
fast  as  they  choose  to  become  citizens 

Mr.  THURMAN.     What  treaty  is  it? 

Mr.  POMERO  Y.  The  treaty  with  the  hic*' 
apoos  made  in  1862.  The  third  arUcie  pro- 
vides : 

"AaiiCLs  m.  At  any  time  hereafter,  whw^J 
President  of  the  United  States  shaU  btje  b««»»; 
satisfied  that  any  adults,  being  malei  ud  bai^ »' 
families,  who  may  be  allotUes  under  the  pro|^' 
of  the  foregoing  article,  are  sufficiently  ut«mp>' 
and  prudent  to  control  their  afairs  and  i°^2tit« 
he  may,  at  the  requests  of  such  P^f^^^^.htA 
land  severally  held  by  them  to  be  conveyed  w  ijT* 
by  patent  in  fee-simple,  with  power  of  alj^KJ; 
and  may,  at  thesame  time,  cause  to  b*  W»<*,i?  tk'ir 
in  cash,  or  in  the  bonds  of  the  United  Sutf.j'Jg 
proportion  of  the  cash  value  of  thew«»*;  ;,  l, 
tribe.  j>riocu»4l  aod  latereet,  Uea  held  m  tru<i  v 
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the  United  Stotes.  and  also,  aa  the  same  may  be 
received,  tbeir  proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  lands  under  the  provisions  of  this  treaty. 
And  on  saoh  paten tsbetnsr  issued  and  such  payments 
ordered  to  be  .made  by  the  President*  suob  oompe- 
tout  persons  shall  oease  to  be  members  of  said  trioe. 
and  snail  become  citizens  of  the  United  States;  and 
thereafter  the  lands  so  patented  to  them  shall  be 
sabieet  to  letry.  taxation,  and  sale,  in  like  manner 
with  the  property  of  other  oitiiene:  Provid^dt  That 
before  making  any  such  application  to  the  Presi- 
dent they  shall  appear  in  open  court,  in  the  district 
coort  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Kansas, 
and  make  the  same  proof  and  take  the  same  oath  ot 
allegiance  as  is  provided  by  law  for  the  naturalisa- 
tion of  aliens;  and  shall  also  make  proof  to  the  satis- 


faction df  said  court  that  they  are  sufBeiently  intel< 
li^ent  and  pradent  to  control  their  affairs  and  inter< 
eats;  that  they  have  adopted  the  habits  of  ciTilised 


life,  and  have  been  able  to  support,  for  at  least  flye 
years,  themselTca  and  families." 

Twelve  of  these  Indians  are  reported  to  me 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  as  having  gone 
through  the  courts  and  become  citizens,  and 
they  have  got  their  lands.  The  treaty  provides 
that  they  shall  have  also  the  cash  value  of  their 
funds. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  strikes  pse  that  that 
is  not  the  subject  of  an  appropriation  bill  at 
all.  I  do  not  think  such  a  subject  as  that  ought 
to  be  put  on  an  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  This  is  not  an  appropri- 
ation, but  it  is  legislation.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  holds  that  he  cannot  convert  the 
securities  without  authority  of  law.  If  it  was 
in  money  he  could  pay  them  without  any  fur- 
ther action  f  but  he  cannot  convert  securities 
without  authority  of  law.  This  is  to  authorize 
him  to  convert  securities  into  money  and  pay 
them. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  is  precisely  my 
idea ;  it  is  not  an  appropriation  at  all  except 
in  one  sense,  that  it  is  giving  these  persons 
individually  their  share  of  that  which  now 
belongs  to  the  tribe.  What  place  haf  that  on 
an  appropriation  bill?  Let  us  have  a  report 
on  that  and  a  separate  bill  for  it.  It  has  no 
place  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  like  any  provision 
we  put  in  an  appropriation  bill  to  provide  how 
and  by  what  authority  the  Secretary  or  the 
President  nay  make  division  of  certain  monejrs 
belonging  to  certain  tribes.  It  is  very  com- 
mon to  put  a  proviso  of  this  kind  in  an  appro- 
priaUon  bill. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  know  it  is  common  to 
do  a  good  many  things  that  ought  not  to  be 
done.  Let  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
investigate  this  matter  and  make  a  report  that 
will  show  to  the  Senate  what  the  facta  are,  and 
report  a  bill  upon  the  subject.  It  has  no  place 
on  this  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  is  no  great  import- 
ance in  this :  there  are  only  twelve  of  these 
persons ;  but  i  was  requested  by  the  Secretary 
to  bring  this  matter  forward,  and  it  is  clearly 
a  requirement  of  law.  No  point  of  order  can 
be  made  against  it,  because  it  is  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  a  treaty. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  is  virtually  an  appropria- 
tion. It  appropriates  the  pro  rata  portion  of 
the  aggregate  funds  that  belong  to  tnis  Indian 
tribe.  They  are  now  reduced  down  to  less 
than  three  hundred,  and  have  a  pretty  large 
fund  in  the  Treasury.  When  they  become 
red  need  down  to  one  or  two  Indians,  are  the 
one  or  two  to  be  entitled  to  the  whole  fund  7 

Mr.  POMEROY.  This  tribe  is  not  being 
reduced ;  it  increases  now  from  year  to  year. 
They  are  now  more  than  ever  belbre. 

Mr.  COLE.  Only  twohundredand  ninety- 
six,  all  told.  I  do  not  know  how  large  they 
were  when  they  were  a  nation  with  which  we 
made  a  treaty.  I  do  not  know  really  but  that 
the  treaty  may  have  been  made  with  a  smaller 
namber  than  thatn-a  great  nation  with  which 
Uie  United  States  made  a  treaty  1  It  may  be 
BO  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Senator 
from  Kansas.  I  hope  the  amendment  will  be 
voted  down. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  did  not  mean  to  say 
they  were  never  any  larger  than  now,  but  I 
mean  that  for  several  years  they  have  been 
doing  well ;  they  are  increa^g  in  numbers ; 


they  attend  our  schools ;  Chey  are  as  peace- 
able and  quiet  Indians  as  any.  These  young 
men  who  have  become  citizens  have  their 
patents  for  their  land ;  two  of  them  graduated 
at  our  colleges.     I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Is  the  amendment 
reported  from  a  committee? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     It  i4  not. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  not  from  any  com- 
mittee. It  is  moved  to  carry  out  a  provision 
of  a  treaty.    It  comes  within  the  rule. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  submit  to  the  Chair 
whether  it  comes  within  the  rule. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  comes 
within  the  rule.  It  does  not  involve  an 
appropriation, 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  I  understand  the 
amendment,  it  proposes  to  pay  those  who 
have  become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    That  is  so. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Do  I  understand  that 
that  treaty  has  made  a  change  in  the  natural- 
ization laws,  and  that  tJiese  Indians  have 
become  citizens  of  the  United  States  7 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  read  the  provision  of 
the  treaty  exactly.  The  treaty  requires  them 
to  take  the  same  oath  that  aliens  take. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  power  to  naturalize 
foreigners  is  a  power  not  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent and  Senate ;  it  is  no  part  of  the  treaty- 
making  power.  It  is  a  power  vested  by  the 
Constitution  in  Congress  in  a  very  terse  sen- 
tence: **  Congress  shall  have  power  to  estab- 
lish a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization."  How 
can  the  Senator  pretend  that  under  a  treaty 
with  Indians  we  have  naturalized  those  In- 
dians and  made  them  citizens  of  the  United 
States? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  is  not  the  treaty  at 
all.  The  treaty  provided  the  way  in  which 
they  could  become  citizens  by  complying  with 
the  naturalization  laws. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  But  the  naturalization 
laws  were  limited  to  white  persons  in  express 
terms. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    They  are  white  persons. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Pray,  how  much  of 
blanching  have  they  had  to  make  them  white? 
No,  sir,  the  naturalisation  laws  were  con6ned 
to  white  persons,  and  I  submit  that  the  Sena- 
tor's amendment  will  not  achieve  the  purpose 
at  all  that  he  aims  at,  if  it  is  only  limited  to 
paying  Indians  who  have  become  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Willthe  Senator  allow  me  to 
ask  him,  does  not  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  fourteenth  amendment,  natural- 
ize those  persons  without  a  treaty  7 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  does  if  thev  are  sub- 
ject to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  *'AU  persons  bom  or  nat- 
uralized in  the  United  States,  and  subject  to 
the  jurisdiction  thereof,  are  citizens  of  the 
United  States." 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  they  have  lost  tbeir 
tribal  relation,  then  they  are. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  am  speaking  of  them  as 
thej  are  presented  to  us.  It  is  said  they  are 
civilized  and  have  patents  for  their  lands  in 
severalty. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  By  virtue  of  Uie  four- 
teenth amendment,  theo  they  are  citizens  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  that  is  taken  as  con- 
ceded, that  thev  are  now  naturalized,  the 
amendment  ought  to  be  adopted,  so  that  this 
distribution  should  not  be  made  to  any  of 
these  Indians  except  those  who  have  become 
naturalized  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    That  is  the  amendment; 
he  can  pay  them  only  as  tbe^  become  natural-* 
ized  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Let  the  amendment  be 
read  again. 

The  amendment  was  read. 

Mr.  PRATT.     I  wish  to  inquire  whether  any 
evidence  was  laid  before  the  committee  that 
I  these  Indians  have  been  naturalized? 


Mr.  POMEROY.  The  fact  has  been  re- 
ported by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

M  r.  TH  URM  AN.  I  think  from  the  reading 
of  the  amendment — and  I  have  paid  more  at* 
tention  to  it  now  than  I  did  before — the  Sen- 
ator from  Kansas  will  see  that  it  does  not 
achieve  his  purpose  at  all.  It  recognizes  that 
they  are  still  members  of  the  tribe.  As  I  have 
already  said,  they  could  not  be  naturalized 
under  the  naturalization  laws.  They  could 
not.  be  naturalized  by  treaty.  If  they  are  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States  at  all,  it  is  in  virtue 
of  the  fourteenth  amendment,  and  I  grant  that 
under  the  fourteenth  amendment,  when  they 
lose  their  tribal  character  and  become  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  then 
b^  force  of  the  fourteenth  amendmetit  they  are 
oitizens.  But  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Kansas  recognizes  still  their 
tribal  status,  that  they  are  still  members  of 
the  tribe. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  only  provides  for  such 
as  have  ceased  to  be  members  of  the  tribe  by 
taking  naturalization. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  No;  it  says,  <<such 
members  of  the  tribe." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  <'Such  members  of  the 
tribe  as  may  become  citizens." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  may  misunderstand  the 
honorable  Senatpr  from  Ohio.  Do  I  under- 
stand him  to  say  that  citizens  cannot  be  natu- 
ralized by  a  treaty  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  say  that  citizens 
cannot  be  naturalized  by  treaty.  I  know  very 
well ;  I  have  in  my  mind  the  treaty  by  which 
Louisiana  was  annexed  to  this  country,  by 
which  it  was  declared  that  citizens  there 
should  become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
I  have  not  forgotten  that,  nor  the  treaty  with 
Mexico;  but  those  were  treaties  made  with 
foreign  Powers  in  regard  to  the  acquisition 
of  territory,  and  are  not  precedents  at  all  for 
such  a  treaty  as  this. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  do  not  think  the  question 
material ;  but  I  thought  it  was  a  mistake  in 
history.  There  are  more  oases  than  the  hon- 
orable Senator  has  yet  mentioned.  The  treaty 
made  with  Russia  contains  a  clause  of  the 
same  kind,  and  there  are  other  treaties  con- 
taining provisions  of  the  sasse  sort  precisely, 
naturalizing  people  under  the  provisions  ot 
the  treaty  or  providing  for  their  naturalization. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  same  with 
Mexico  by  which  the  Arizona  Indiana  came 
to  us. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  But  what  the  Senator  from 
Kansas  seeks  to  effect  is  to  enable  those  who 
have  become  citizens  under  the  provision  of 
that  treaty  to  draw  their  proportion  of  the 
vested  funds,  and  if  his  amendment  effects  that, 
and  only  that,  I  have  no  olgection  to  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  wiU  alter  it  to  say 
''who  have  become." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Let  that  modification  be 
made,  so  that  it  will  apply  only  to  those  who 
have  become  citizens. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  is  all  I  want  it  to 
apply  to. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  26,  nays  17 ;  as  follows: 

YBAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Baekinjrham,  Caldwell. 
Caaserly.  Gorbett,  Cnurin,  Ferry  of  Michisao,  Fre- 
linshuysen.  Harlan,  Hill.  Howe,  Kellogg,  Logan. 
Morrill  of  Maine.  Pomeroy,  Pratt.  Ramsey,  Sawyer. 
StevfiBson.  Trpton.  Tromball.  West.  Wilson,  Win- 
doui.  and  Wright— 25. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aloom,  Blair.  Cole,  Cooper.  Davis 
of  West  Virginia,  Ifidmaods,  Haaiilton  of  Mary  land, 
Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hitohoock,  Levis,  Norwood. 
Robertson.  Saulsbary,  Sohart.  Stockton,  Thncman, 
and  Viokers— IT. 

ABSENT  —  Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Boremaa, 
Brownlow,  Cameron,  Carpenter,  Cbaodler,  Clayton. 
Conkling,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Fcaton,  Ferry  of 
Connecticat.  Flanagan.  Qilbcrt,  Goldtbwaite,  Ham- 
lin. Johnston.  Kelly,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton, 
Nye.  0«born.  PatUrson,  Pool,  Rice,  Scott.  Shernuui. 
Spencer,  Spragae.  Stewart,  and  Snmner— 31. 

8o  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIQHT.  I  assume  it  to  be  in  order 
now  to  move  to  strike  out  from  the  text  of  the 
bill  any  matter  that  nlay  be  in  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     Certainly, 
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rf  it  does  nottouch  matter  that  has  been  agreed 
to  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    This  is  a  matter  that  has 
DOt  been  before  the  Senate  at  all. 
^  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Then  it  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  call  attention  to  the  bill, 
pase  68,  from  line  fourteen  bandred  and  eight 
to  line  fourteen  hundred  and  fourteen.  I  may 
say  in  offering  the  amendment  that  I  confess 
that  with  regard  to  the  general  legislation  with 
reference  to  Indians  and  Indian  policy  I  have 
nothing  to  say  at  this  time.  I  desire  to  call 
attention  to  tnis  part  of  the  bill  and  the  ap- 
propriation there  made.  By  this  portion  of 
the  Dill  it  is  provided : 

For  this  amonnt,  or  so  mnoh  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  to  t>areha«e  sabsistenee  and  clothing  for 
the  Teton  ana  other  bands  of  Sioux  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  Peck,  Montana  Territory,  and  for  such  other 
objects  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  deem 
necessary  and  advisable,  to  promote  the  civilisation 
and  improvement  of  said  Indians,  $500,000. 

I  am  aware  that  this  recommendation  has 
doubtless  been  made  by  the  committee  after 
correspondence  with  the  Secretary  of  the  In- 
terior, and  perhaps  upon  his  recommendation, 
as  also  of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
and  perhaps  also  after  correspondence  with 
the  officers  more  immediately  in  charge  of 
the  Indians  West.  I  understand  that  we  have 
DO  treaty  stipulations  with  these  Indians,  but 
this  is  an  appropriation  to  them  for  the  first 
time.  I  understand  that  these  Teton  Sioux, 
and  other  bands  there  mentioned,  will  perhaps 
number  from  ten  to  twelve  thousand.  It  oc- 
curs to  me  that  $500,000  is  a  large  appropria- 
tion, and  my  motion  is  that  it  shall  be  reduced 
to  $200,000.  I  think  that  is  enough  for  us  to 
make  at  this  time.  If  there  are  but  twelve 
thousand  Indians  there,  (and  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  the  number  exceeds  that,)  I  can 
conceive  of  no  reason  why  at  this  time  we 
should  make  an  appropriation  of  $600,000  for 
them.  While  I  distrust  very  much  the  cor- 
rectness of  my  judgment  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  this  bill  has  come  from  the  Committee  ou 
Indian  Aflbira,  and  also  from  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  especially  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  my  esteemed  friend  and  colleague  is 
chairman  of  theOommittee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
and  has  doubtless  given  this  portion  of  the 
bill  his  very  serious  and  careful  attention, 
I  nevertheless  deem  it  to  be  my  duty  to  make 
this  motion.  I  cannot  conceive  that  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  appropriate  from 
forty  to  forty-five  dollars  for  every  person, 
youn^  and  old,  that  is  to  be  found  there  in 
the  vicinity  of  Fort  Peck.  I  do  not  believe 
that  we  ought  to  make  such  an  appropriation, 
and  I  therefore  appeal  to  the  Senate  to  sus- 
tain me  in  the  motion  I  make  to  reduce  this 
appropriation  to  $200,000.  I  thiok  it  is 
enough. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  intend  to  resist  the 
motion  at  all,  though  I  was  not  aware  that  the 
Senator  was  going  to  make  it ;  but  I  must  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  some  other  pro- 
posed appropriations  here  which  I  think  will 
sustain  the  motion.  On  a  preceding  page  of 
the  bill,  nnder  the  head  of  <*  Sioux  of  diflSrent 
tribes,  including  Santee  Sioux  in  the  State  of 
Nebraska,"  appropriations  to  a  large  amount 
are  made.  The  proposed  amendment  applies 
to  one  sort  of  Sioux,  the  Teton  Sioux,  and  the 
appropriations  to  which  I  am  about  to  refer 
will  of  course  apply  to  them  should  there  be 
enough,  or  in  any  event  a  portion  of  it  can  be 
applied  to  them.  Under  this  *head  of  appro- 
priations for  Sioux  of  different  tribes  we  have 
Items,  first  of  $16,000;  next  of  $2,000;  next 
of  $169,400;  next  of  $286,000;  next  of 
$1,814,000:  next  of  $10,400;  next  of  $500; 
and  next  or  $126,000.  It  is  my  opinion  that 
these  sums,  with  the  $200,000  that  my  friend 
from  Iowa  is  willing  to  allow  under  the  other 
bead,  ought  to  be  sufficient  for  the  support 
and  proper  maintenance  of  all  the  Sioux  of 
different  tribes. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     My  colleague  is  in  error 


in  supposing  that  this  originated  with  the  Com- 
mrittee  on  Indian  Afiairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  did  hoi  say  so.  I  said 
I  supposed  there  were  correspondence  and 
recommendations  of  the  Department  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  text  which  he  pro- 
poses^ to  change  came  to  the  Senate  from  the 
House  of  Representatives.  It  is  an  appropri- 
ation proposed  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  not  proposed  by  any  committee  of 
the  Senate.  After  the  bill  came  to  the  Senate 
it  was  submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  was  reported  back  by  that  com- 
mittee to  the  Senate  without  any  proposition 
to  change  it  in  this  respect 

I  suppose  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  must  have  been  called  to  the 
subject,  as  it  is  not  an  appropriation  provided 
for  by  any  treaty,  and  doubtless  in  looking 
over  the  bill  they  scanned  closely  any  item 
which  was  not  provided  for  by  a  law  or  by  a 
treaty.  It  having  come  from  the  House,  and 
having-  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  having  received  their  ap- 
proval, I  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
to  the  subject ;  and  I  may  say  here  to  eluci- 
date the  truth  of  history,  that  I  did  not  know 
that  item  was  in  the  bill  until  my  attention  was 
called  to  it  by  my  honorable  colleague ;  but 
since  he  called  my  attention  to  it  as  he  did 
some  dajs  since,  I  have  made  inquiry  on  the 
subject,  and  I  find  it  is  supported  by  a  report 
maae  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  dated  January  26, 
1872^  and  by  a  report  made  by  the  Commis- 
missioner  of  Indian  Affairs  recommending  it; 
also  by  a  report  made  by  the  superintendent 
for  that  Territory  also  recommending  it;  and 
by  tbe  agent  of  these  Indians,  A.J.  Simmons  ; 
and  also  supported  by  a  letter  written  bv  the 
Secretary  oi  War,  a  letter  written  by  W.  H. 
Lewis,  major  of  the  seventh  infantry,  who  it 
seems  has  been  on  service  in  ^that  part  of 
the  country ;  also  by  a  letter  written  by  Gen- 
eral Hancock ;  a  letter  written  by  P.  H.  Sher- 
idan, Lieutenant  General  commanding  tbe 
Army,  and  by  General  Sherman.  Now,  if  it 
is  necessary  to  go  into  this  matter,  I  shall  ask 
to  have  these  several  documents  read  in  order 
that  the  Senate  may  understand  the  subject. 

Mr.  FOMEROY.     No  ;  let  us  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  As  1  am  one  member  of 
the  Committtee  on  Appropriations  and  con- 
curred in  reporting  this  sum  of  $600,000,  I 
feel  obliged  not  only  for  the  sake  of  consist- 
ence, but  for  the  sake  of  justice  in  one  instance, 
to  be  on  the  side  of  opposing  a  reduction  of 
appropriations,  strange  as  it  may  seem.  I 
thought  that  I  had  the .  disposition  to  keep 
down  these  Indian  appropriations  about  as 
strongly  perhaps  as  anybody — not  so  much 
ability  to  do  it  as  some  others,  but  my  dis- 
position is  that  way.  But  candor  compels  me 
to  say  in  respect  to  this  particular  band  of 
wild  Indians,  that  the  information  before  us, 
not  only  from  the  documents  to  which  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  has  referred,  but  from  the 
personal  explanation  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs,  in  whose  fidelity  and  judgment 
I  have  the  highest  confidence,  leads  me  to 
think  this  would  be  a  wise  appropriation  of 
money. 

These  Indians  have  hitherto  been  thorough 
savages,  wild,  untntored,  recognizing  no  law ; 
their  band  against  that  of  everybody  else. 
Now,  it  is  stated  to  us,  and  i  believe  it,  that 
they  have  evinced  a  willingness  to  come  to- 
gether wi<h  ns  and  try  some  of  the  sober 
habits  of  the  first  steps  of  civilization.  If 
they  do  come  together,  suppose  the  number 
were  only  twelve  thousand— I  think  it  was 
stated  somewhat  above  that  to  me,  but  sup- 
pose that  to  be  it — if  they  do  come  together 
and  stay  together,  instead  of  roaming  and 
making  war  on  the  inhabitants  everywhere, 
they  must  be  fed,  they  must  be  sheltered,  they 
must  be  clothed,  not  in  purple  and  fine  linen, 


but  in  a  reasonable  amount  of  woolen  gf^^s 
to  keep  them  from  the  frost,  and  to  preserre 
the  decencies  of  even  a  moderate  civiliuL^a. 
Now,  you  take  twelve  thousand  Indians  tsi 
undertake  to  keep  them  from  roakiog  war  upoa 
us  for  a  year,  and  divide  up  $500,000  amor.^ 
them,  and  you  will  find  that  it  makes  avrj 
small  sum  to  support  a  person  even  in  lU 
rude  way  for  a  year. 

Suppose  you  do  not  do  that,  and  let  th«G 
go  ;  suppose  we  have  no  principles  which  «e 
are  now  disposed  to  act  upon,  of  undertakia^ 
to  civilize  all  these  people,  at  least  of  uoder- 
taking  to  keep  them  quiet;  suppose  jon  l«t 
them  go,  what  will  they  do  then?  The;  till 
do  just  what  they  have  been  doing  foryein. 
they  will  count  out  of  your  Treasary  milliocs 
for  every  one  of  this  half  million  in  the  w&jr 
of  expenses  of  the  Government  in  carryii^ 
supplies  to  the  military  and  sapportiog  \k 
military  there,  in  making  good  the  losses  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  all  toe  difficulties  ud 
atrocities  which  relate  to  that  disturbed  cvl 
dition  of  affairs. 

Therefore  I  was  willing,  having  coa6dence 
in  the  present  management  of  Indian  afiairs. 
to  put  a  sufficient  ana  generous  sum  of  moncr 
at  the  command  of  the  Executive  is  order  th^ 
this  experiment  might  be  tried,  when  tli-^ 
people  are  proposing  to  come  in,  and  Ke  if 
we  cannot  save  money  and  have  peace.  Tni< 
is  my  justification,  Mr.  President,  and  1  tbiok 
it  is  a  justification,  for  having  been  satUfied  u* 
take  the  whole  sum  of  $500,000  recommeDaei 
I  commend  it  to  my  honorable  friend  fron 
Iowa 

Mr.  WRIQHT.  The  explanation  that  kii 
been  given  here  to  me  ratner  coofirms,  vm 
otherwise,  the  correctness  of  the  concl&sioiu 
I  reached  in  justifying  me  in  making  tbii 
motion.  I  understand  the  chairman  of  ue 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  say  that  tli:i 
matter  was  not  brought  to  his  attention  at  kl 
until  after  the  bill  waa  reported.  1  therefore 
have  the  less  hesitation  in  moving  this  amead 
ment  I  was  very  well  aware  of  the  letters  u 
which  he  refers,  because  I  had  examined  die 
documents  myself. 

I  wish  to  be  understood,  sir.  lam  not  hert 
to  insist  that  no  appropriation  shall  be  made 
for  this  purpose.  I  am  willing  that  an  appro^ 
priation,  and  a  liberal  one  as  1  regard  it,  fih&ii 
be  made  for  tbe  purpose  contemplated ;  aad 
now,  after  what  has  be^n  said  by  thechainsfto 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ib; 
chairman  of  the  Committee  ou  Apprapna 
tions,  and  especially  as  the  chairman  ot  ib$ 
Committee  on  Appropriations  concars  io  i&e 
correctness  of  the  amendment,  I  think  i  »■ 
justified  in  moving  it. 

I  recognize  the  force  that  should  be  gives 
to  what  has  been  said  by  the  Secretary  of  ibe 
Interior  and  the  Commissioner  of  lodiafl 
Affairs ;  I  recognize  and  give  all  dae  force  \o 
what  has  been  said  by  the  officers  iacomoaod 
there ;  but  I  know,  I  will  not  say  how  readily. 
but  how  apt  persons  are  to  fall  la  vith  re- 
ports that  are  given  by  those  who  are  npoo  \ot 
ground,  and  especially  where  there  oaj  ot 
communities  interested  in  getting  large  appr^ 
priations  for  these  purposes,  and  where  it  >* 
easy  to  get  up  these  reports  and  these  reoo»" 
mendations,  and  thus  influence  the  Dei^^' 
ment.  . 

Now,  here  are  a  number  of  Indians,  ttel^ 
thousand,  as  it  is  said.  I  should  like  to  u^ 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  ^'o.^^^^^ 
priations  about  how  much  is  ftpp<^P"^^,f; 
this  bill  for  all  purposes  connected  w»U»  tw 
Indians. 

Mr.  COLE.     Nearly  six  millions. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Now,  sir,  it  is  P^opoif^^ 
give  one  twelfth  of  the  whole  sum  •PP'^P^^ 
by  this  bill  to  twelve  thousand  Indiana  ^^ 
twelfth  of  the  entire  amount  is  P^?^\^„. 
appropriated  here  for  twelve  thousand  InmtfJ 
with  whom  we  have  no  treaty  stipulatioos »" 
the  worid,  but  for  the  first  time  we  are  afi'j^ 
to  make  an  appropriation  of  $500,000  to  tiit  • 
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I  honeslly  believe  that  $200,000  will  be  all- 
Bofficient,  all  that  will  be  necessary  for  this 
purpose ;  and  I  believe  that  when  the  twelve 
mouths  shall  have  passed  with  $200,000,  yoa 
will  find  as  many  Indians  benefited,  if  you  do 
not  find  as  many  speculators  benefited,  as  if 
von  appropriated  $600,000.  I  would  not  with- 
hold  from  them  a  dollar  that  is  necessary  to 
furnish  them  supplies;  I  would  do  them  all 
the  good  possible ;  but  I  do  not  propose  by  my 
vote,  and  by  a  policy  inaugurated  here  with 
reference  to  these  twelve  thousand  Indians, 
that*$500,000  shall  be  given  to  be  thrown  out 
there  to  be  used  by  speculators,  as  I  believe  a 
large  proportion  of  it  will  be,  and  therefore  I 
insist  $200,000  is  enough. 

Mr.  SAWYER.    This  band  of  Indians,  as 
I  understand,  are  located  very  near  the  line 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad,  and  unless  a 
liberal  appropriation  is  made  for  this  purpose, 
there  is  no  reasonable  doubt  that  we  shall liave 
to  organize  military  expeditions  against  them. 
It  is  much  cheaper  to  feed  them  tnan  it  is  to 
fight  them,  and  one  or  the  other  we  shall  un- 
questionably have  to  do  within  the  next  eight- 
een months;  and  if  we  half  feed  them  we  shall 
probably  have  to  fight  them,  too.    It  is  alto- 
gether likely  that  the  military  operations  which 
it  would  be  imperative  upon  the  Government 
to  carry  on  in  that  quarter  and  against  these 
bands  of  Indians  in  case  they  are  put  in  a  hos- 
tile attitude,  would  cost  six  times  the  amount 
of  this  appropriation.     I  think  the  Commis- 
sioner informed  us  in  the  committee  that  the 
preliminary  steps  to  a. campaign  to   subdue 
these  Indians  or  to  put  them  in  such  a  condi- 
tion that  they  could  not  disturb  the  surveying 
which  it  is  necessary  to  have  in  their  neigh- 
borhood, would  coat  two  or  three  times  the 
amount  of  this  appropriation.     Now,  I  ask 
which  is  cheaper,  to  make  this  appropriation 
of  half  a  million  and  put  these  Indians  in  the 
way  of  maintaining  peaceful  relations  with  the 
United  States  on  that  great  thoroughfare,  to 
put  them  in  that  condition  in  which  we  want 
them,  to  feed  them,  or  to  fight  them? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  should  like  to  ask  my 
friend  from  South  Carolina  to  tell  me  whether 
or  not  he  is  in  favor  of  saying  to  every  tribe  of 
Indians  that  threaten  to  fight  us,  **If  you  will 
not  fight  us  we  will  feed  you,"  and  to  saying  to 
every  tribe  that  is  disposed  to  be  friendly  to  us 
and  does  not  want  to  fight  us  at  all,  **  We  will 
let  you  feed  yourselves  as  best  you  may?*' 

Mr.  SAWYER.  We  do  not  say  that  at 
all.  We  take  the  facts.  We  know  that  these 
Indians  are  and  have  been  as  savage  as  they 
could  be.  We  see  a  reasonable  prospect,  if 
we  believe  those  who  ought  to  speak  with 
authority  on  this  subject,  of  bringing  them 
into  peaceful  relations  with  the  United  states. 
We  have  spent  millions  in  this  direction,  and 
profitably,  with  other  Indians  in  the  same 
condition.  It  is  but  following  out  the  policy 
which  we  have  heretofore  begun.  It  is  not 
offering  a  premium  to  Indians  to  fight ;  but  it 
is  simply  takin|;  reasonable  measures  to  pre- 
vent their  fighting. 

Mr.  TH  U  RM  AN.  Let  us  look  at  this  for  a 
moment.  Here  it  is  said  are  twelve  thousand 
Indians.  That  number  at  the  outside  would 
not  give  over  one  thousand  fighting  men;  it 
would  not  give  that.  If  those  Indians  mjike 
war  upon  us,  they  make  war  with  cause  or 
without  cause,  it'  they  make  war  without 
cause  and  in  the  wrong,  then  they  are  not 
entitled  to  anything  but  the  consequences  of 
war ;  and  I  say  to  my  friend  if  he  will  let  the 
people  of  Montana  attend  to  them,  it  will  not 
want  any  million  of  money  from  the  Treasury. 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Does  not  the  honorable 
Senator  know  that  the  United  States  are  bound 
to  protect  the  people  of  Montana  as  much  as 
the  people  of  Ohio? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  know  they  are  bound 
to  protect  the  people  of  Ohio ;  but  whenever 
war  happens  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  whenever 
enemies  attack  Ohio,  the  people  of  Ohio  will 
be  ready  to  protect  themselves. 


Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  does  not  the  Senator 
know  perfectly  well,  and  has  he  not  always 
maintained  (as  he  is  generally  right)  that  it  is 
our  duty  to  protect  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  in  these  Territories  where  they  have  a 
right  to  settle — I  am  not  speaking  of  Indian 
lands  or  reservations,  but  outside  of  those — to 

Srotect  them  against  the  incursions  of  savages  ? 
^oes  the  honorable  Senator  dispute  that? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  answer  the  Senator 
when  he  is  through. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  one  question. 
Then  let  me  ask  another,  that  he  may  answer 
both  questions  at  once.  I  ask  whether  he  does 
not  know  that  within  the  last  five  years  the 
United  States  has  spent  millions  of  money  in 
repressing  the  hostilities  of  these  venr  Indians 
who  now  come  forward  and  sav,  '  *  If  we  can 
have  the  means  of  keeping  body  and  soul  to- 
gether we  are  willing  to  come  to  any  one  spot 
you  will  name  and  stay  there  and  behave 
ourselves;  but  we  cannot  starve?"  The 
Indian  loves  a  baby  as  well  as  a  white  man,  I 
suspect,  and  he  is  not  expected  to  stand  still 
and  see  his  squaw  and  papooses  die  of  hunger 
if  there  is  an  ox  or  a  cow  or  a  sheep  that  he 
can  lay  his  hand  on ;  and  I  do  not  blame  him 
very  much  for  it. 

Ihe  simple  question,  therefore,  is  a  business 
one,  whether  it  is  better  for  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  to  feed  these  Indians  in  one 
place,  if  they  will  come,  as  they  say  they  will, 
and  keep  them  from  misery  and  starvation  and 
from  the  temptation  of  committing  wrongs  upon 
us,  or  whether  it  is  better  to  supply  the  mili- 
tary there  at  double  or  three  times  the  expense, 
and  expose  the  inhabitants  to  the  havoc  ana 
the  losses  that  usually  follow  military  opera- 
tions. That  is  all  there  is  in  the  question  as 
a  nractical  one 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I 
do  not  want  to  go  back  into  the  whole  history 
of  Indian  wars.  I  know  very  well  how  an 
Indian  war  sometimes  is  a  very  profitable 
thing  to  the  people  of  a  Territory.  I  remem- 
ber the  old  joke — whether  it  was  a  joke  or  the 
truth  I  do  not  know — of  the  Floridians  who 
went  into  the  swamps  of  Florida  and  begged 
the  Indians4o  come  out  and  kill  a  few  white 
men,  so  that  they  could  get  up  another  Indian 
war  and  have  an  appropriation  by  Congress, 
or  otherwise  the  whites  would  starve,  not  the 
Indians. 

I  know  very  well  what  the  Indian  war  in 
Oregon  cost  us  and  the  one  in  Washington 
Territory,  and  how  it  is  a  very  popular  thing 
to  get  up  an  Indian  war ;  but  wnat  I  object  to 
is  saying  to  any  tribe  of  Indians,  **  We  will  buy 
our  peace  with  you ;  we  will  feed  you  if  you 
will  not  fight  us,"  while  as  to  all  Indians  who 
are  not  disposed  to  fight  us  we  leave  them  to 
take  care  of  themselves  as  best  they  may.  If 
the  policy  is  to  be  adopted  which  recognizes 
all  these  Indians  as  so  many  paupers  whom 
the  Government  is  bound  to  support,  friendly 
Indians  and  unfriendly  Indians,  and  we  are 
therefore  to  support  them  as  the  most  econom- 
ical measure  we  can  adopt,  then  make  it  gen- 
eral, and  apply  it  to  all  Indians ;  but  I  do  not 
like  this  idea  of  selecting  out  a  particular  band 
and  saying  to  them,  **  We  will  make  a  bargain 
with  you ;  we  will  give  you  so  many  shekels 
of  gold  if  vou  will  not  fight  us ;  we  will  buy 
our  peace."  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  very  good 
policy  for  us  to  adopt. 

In  regard  to  the  particular  circumstance  of 
this  tribe,  I  confess  I  am  not  well  advised,  but 
I  was  forcibly  struck  with  the  remarks  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Iowa  [|Mr.  Wright]  in 
regard  to  the  amount  of  this  appropriation. 
One  entire  twelfth  of  this  bill  is  to  be  given  to 
a  tribe  that  scarcely  anybody  ever  heard  of  as 
a  consideration  that  they  will  not  ficht  us;  in 
ether  words,  to  buy  our  peace.  I  do  not  like 
that. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  believe  we  have  made 
an  appropriation  of  $500,000,  or  at  least  sent 
a  commission  to  Montana  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  Territory  for  fighting  these  Indians,  in 


addition  to  paying  the  expenses  of  the  War 
Department  heretofore  in  maintaining  an  army 
to  punish  these  Indians.  We  know  that  what 
is  called  the  Piegan  massacre  occurred  there ; 
that  the  army  went  in  and  punished  them  very 
severely.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  the  view  of 
the  Department  to  take  these  Indians,  who 
have  been  thoroughly  whipped,  as  they  have 
been  undoubtedly,  and  put  them  upon  reser- 
vations, and  there  establish  and  maintain  them  ; 
and  you  will  find  it  very  much  cheaper  in  the 
end,  as  soon  as  possible  after  a  severe  war  of 
that  kind,  to  place  these  Indians  upon  reser- 
vations and  establish  them  there,  than  to  fight 
them  again. 

Now,  so  far  as  the  war  in  Oregon  and  Wash- 
ington Territory  in  1855  and  1856  is  con- 
cerned, it  cost  the  people  of  that  State  and 
Territory  over  six  million  dollars,  and  the 
Government  allowed  them  about  two  million 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  those  ex- 
penses. There  was  not  very  much  of  a  specu- 
lation in  that,  I  can  assure  you,  to  the  people 
of  Oregon  and  Washington.  They  expenaed 
$6,000,000  in  gold,  and  for  that  were  only 
allowed  $2,800,000  in  currency,  when  cur- 
rency was  worth  but  sixty  cents  on  the  dollar. 
So  you  can  figure  up  how  much  the  people 
there  got  for  their  claims.  They  have  no  de- 
sire, and  never  had  a  desire,  to  get  up  an 
Indian  war.  They  were  obliged  to  defend 
themselves  and  incur  these  expenses,  and  it 
took  all  the  money  that  could  be  collected  by 
the  people  of  that  then  infant  Territory  to 
defend  themselves.  The  Territory  of  Mon- 
tana, it  seems  to  me,  is  now  somewhat  simi- 
larlv  situated. 

Now,  it  is  proposed  to  establish  these  In- 
dians, some  twelve  thousand  io  number,  on 
reservations.  Of  course,  at  the  outset,  the 
establishing  and  placing  of  Indians  on  reser- 
vations is  very  expensive.  It  was  so  in  Ore- 
gon, but  now  in  that  State  the  expenses  are 
reduced  to  a  very  small  figure.  We  maintain 
as  many  as  three  thousand  Indians  on  a  reser- 
vation there,  in  some  instances  for  ten,  fifteen, 
or  twenty  thousand  dollars,  perhaps  fifleen 
thousand  dollars  where  there  are  no  treaty  stip- 
ulations. On  the  Siletz  reservation  I  think  there 
are  twenty  eight  hundred  Indians,  and  that  res- 
ervation only  receives  ten  or  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  a  year  from  the  appropriation  of  $40,000 
to  be  applied  to  the  general  and  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  Indians  of  Oregon,  with  whom 
there  are  no  treaty  stipulations.  Of  course  that 
is  really  inadequate,  and  I  have  had  letters  from 
that  reservation  stating  the  absolute  want  of 
those  Indians  in  order  to  place  them  in  a  condi- 
tion to  advance  with  the  policy  now  inaugurated 
to  civilize  the  Indians.  But  notwithstanding 
this  appropriation  for  Montana  appears  large,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  support  it  under  the  exist- 
ing, circumstances,  believing  that  it  will  be 
cheaper  in  the  end  to  appropriate  this  money 
to  feed  the  Indians  than  to  fight  them. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  have  been  sitting  here 
patiently  in  the  expectation,  which  I  supposed 
was  general  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  that  we 
should  pass  this  bill  to-night,  but  I  see  there 
18  no  probability  of  that.  On  the  contrary, 
there  is  evidently  a  disposition  to  debate  it 
further.  I  therefore  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    I  hope  not. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  There  is  not  the  slightest 
probability  that  we  can  pass  the  bill  to-night. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  hope  we  shall  not  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  we  can  get  through 
the  bill  in  a  few  miiiutes  now. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is  not  debatable.  The  question  is  on  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota,  that  the  Senate 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to ;  there  being 
on  a  division — ayes  16,  noes  28. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent to  move  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns 
to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 
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Mr.  COLE.     I  mugt  object  to  that 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  requires  unanimous  consent.  I  should  like 
to  have  a  ruling  on  that. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  does  re- 
quire unanimous  consent  when  there  is  a  bill 
pending. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  T}ien  I  more  to  laj  the 
appropriation  bill  on  the  table  for  the  time 
being,  in  order  that  I  may  make  this  motion. 

Mr.  COLE.    Is  that  in  order? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  motion 
is  in  order.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  26,  noes  17. 

Mr.  HARLAN  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered  ;  and  being  taken,  re* 
milted — ^yeas  28,  nays  15;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aloom,  Bayard.  Blair,  Oasserly. 
Clayton,  Cooper,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Feotos, 
Ferry  of  Michigan.  Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Rill. 
Hftebcoek.  Kelly,  Lewis,  Norwood,  Osborn,  Pratt, 
RanMeyt  Robertaon.  SaulBbary.  Scharo,  Stevenson. 
Stewart,  Stockton,  Thurman.  Tipton.  Vlekers.  and 
West— 28. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Baokingham.  Caldwell,  Cole.  Cor- 
bett,  Bdinunds,Frelingliuy8en, Gilbert,  Harlan, Mor- 
rill of  Maine,  Pomeroy,  Sawyor,  Scott,  Wilson.  Win- 
dom.  and  Wright— 15. 

ABSENT —  Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Boreman. 
Brownlow,  Cameron.  Carpenter.  Chandler,  Conk- 
ling,  Cragin,  Davis  or  Kentucky.  Ferry  of  Conneoti- 
ent,  Flanagan,  Goldthwaite,  Hamilton  of  Texas, 
Hamlin,  Howe,  Johnston,  Kellogg,  Logan,  Morrill 
of  Vermont,  Morton.  Nye,  Patterson,  Pool,  Rice, 
Sherman,  Spencer,  Sprague,  Snmner,  and  Trum- 
bnll— 80. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADJODRMMKNT  TO  UONDAT. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  now  move  that  when 
the  Senate  adjourns  to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet 
on  Monday  qext. 

Mr.  COLE.  Before  the  vote  is  taken  on 
that  motion,  I  should  like  to  have  an  under- 
standinff  on  the  part  of  Senators  that  they  will 
sit  this  bill  out  this  evening.  I  think  we  can 
get  through  with  it  in  a  reasonable  time ;  but 
whether  at  a  reasonable  or  an  unreasonable 
hour,  I  hope  they  will  sit  it  ont.  That  is  the 
proposition  of  several  Senators  around  me, 
ana  I  hope  all  will  acquiesce  in  it. 

Mr.  TUUBMAN.  So  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
I  am  perfectly  willing. 

Mr.  LOO  AN.  Allow  me  to  make  a  sugffes- 
tion.  I  do  not  know  what  the  Senator  calls  a 
reasonable  hour;  but  I  have  evidence  enough 
to  satisfy  me  that  we  cannot  pass  the  bill  to- 
night. There  is  one  Senator  who  Jias  got  sev- 
eral amendments  to  offer,  and  they  are  going 
to  be  discussed.  I  intend  to  discuss  one  of 
them  myself. 

Mr.  COLE.  All  the  more  necessity  for 
sitting  it  out. 

Mr.  LOO  AN.  I  do  not  think  the  Senator 
can  get  the  bill  through  to-night.  Besides,  I 
have  strong  internal  evidence  that  it  is  time 
to  adjourn.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  THOBMAN.  I  ask  for  a  vote  on  my 
motion. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  is  a  debatable  motion,  I 
believe 

The  PRESIDINO  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is  debatable. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ate to  come  to  an  agreement — the  condition 
of  the  appropriation  bills  surely  demands  that 
much — that  this  bill  shall  be  disposed  of  to- 
night. If  we  are  to  adjourn  over  until  Mon- 
day, as  a  matter  of  course  this  bill  ought  to 
be  disposed  of  to-nif  ht.  There  are  several 
other  appropriation  bills  pending ;  and  I  will 
state  to  Senators  that  there  is  great  pressure 
to  pass  some  of  the  other  appropriation  bills. 

1  do  not  know  that  Senators  are  aware  of  it, 
but  I  will  state  now,  while  quite  a  number  are 
listening,  that  the  Department  of  Justice  is 
entirely  without  funds  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  that  Department.  I  have  a  letter  from  the 
Attorney  ueneral,  which  has  been  in  my  hands 
now  for  some  time,  dated  March  26,  last  month, 
stating  that  the  courts  were  necessarily  stopped 
throughout  the  country.    I  have  in  addition 
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to  that  telegraphic  dispatches  from  distant 
States.  I  happen  to  have  one  of  them  in  my 
hands  now  from  the  marshal  of  Arkansas,  who 
states  that  he  has  borrowed'  money  to  carry  on 
the  courts  for  the  time  being,  and  nsks  when 
the  appropriation  bill  will  be  passed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  is  not  in  the  Indian 
bill. 

Mr.  COLE.  No;  but  it  is  in  the  bill  to 
come  up  immediately  after  this.  I  do  not 
expect  to  get  it  up  until  the  Indian  bill  is  dis* 
posed  of.  Other  Senators  have  received  ap- 
peals of  the  same  kind.  The  Senators  from 
South  Carolina,  the  Senators  from  Louisiana, 
and  other  Senators  have  received  communica- 
tions from  the  law  officers  in  those  States, 
from  the  marshals,  the  district  attorneys,  or 
the  judges,  stating  that  there  is  the  strongest 

Kossible  necessity  for  speedy  action  upon  a 
ill  which  is  now  ready  to  be  acted  upon.  If 
now  we  neglect  to  finish  the  Indian  appropri- 
ation bill  to  night,  and  it  is  to  run  into  next 
week,  and  take  all  the  week  probably,  yon 
will  see  in  what  embarrassment  the  Department 
of  Jnstice  will  find  itself  before  we  can  ^et 
action  upon  thfl  bill  in  which  the  appropria- 
tion is  contained. 

I  hope,  in  view  of  these  facts,  that  Senators 
will  consent  to  sit  this  bill  out  to- night.  I 
will  remind  them  of  the  fact  that  last  Thursday 
they  adjourned  for  three  days;  that  is,  Friday, 
Satnrday,  and  Sunday ;  and  we  have  been 
really,  seriously,  and  crossly  neglecting  some 
of  the  most  pressing  business  of  the  session. 
I  do  not  wish  to  use  any  offensive  terms ;  but 
it  does  strike  me  that  that  is  the  case.  I  am 
aware  that  some  Senators,  many  of  them,  prob- 
ably, are  not  acquainted  with  the  fact  that 
there  is  the  strongest  possible  necessity  that 
the  deficiency  bill  should  be  acted  on  speedily. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  not  occupy  a  mo- 
ment's time,  because,  so  far  as  I  am  person- 
ally concerned,  I  want  to  gratify  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  So  far, 
therefore,  as  I  am  individually  concerned,  I 
will  stay  here  just  as  long  as  he  will.  I  will 
let  him  sit  the  bill  out  to-night,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerned ;  I  cannot  answer  for  anybody  but 
myself,  though.  But  it  is  very  true  that  this 
is  the  only  bill  on  which  you  have  any  chance 
to  discuss  Indian  affairs,  and  if  some  time 
were  taken  up  with  it,  it  perhaps  would  not  be 
lost  on  so  great  a  subject.  And,  furthermore, 
I  believe  none  of  these  appropriations  take 
effect  until  after  the  end  of  toe  fiscal  year,  June 
80,  so  there  is  no  great  hurry  for  it 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  deficiency  bill  isgen- 
erally  understood  to  take  effect  a  little  before. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  know  it  is;  but  I  do 
not  think  any  deficiency  bill  ouffht  tobe  passed. 
I  am  totally  opposed  to  all  deficiency  bills. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  supposed  my  friend 
would  be,  as  it  is  to  carry  on  the  judicial 
operations  of  the  Government,  and  that  might 
put  him  in  trouble.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  so,  I  have  an  addi- 
tional reason  for  being  opposed  to  a  deficiency 
bill.  [Laughter.]  But  i  do  not  wish  to  take 
up  time.  1  have  only  to  say  that  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned — and  I  have  been  referred  to  as 
having  made  this  motion— I  will  sit  with  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
as  long  as  he  wishes  to  sit.  I  asK  for  the  vote 
on  my  motion. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  think  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  has  made  a 
strong  argument  in  favor  of  a  session  to-mor- 
row ;  but  as  he  has  asked  unanimous  consent 
to  sit  this  bill  out  to-night,  I,  for  one,  do  not 
wish  to  be  precluded  ^om  voting  to  a4jonrn 
as  often  as  I  can  hear  a  motion  made  on  that 
subject.  I  think  our  experience  a  week  ago 
last  Thursday  night,  sitting  out  a  bill  and  then 
adjourning  over  for  two  days  afterward,  is  not 
such  as  to  make  it  quite  prudent  to  repeat  it. 
Therefore,  while  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  sit 
to-monaow,  I  will  not  agree  to  sit  ont  the  bill 
tonight. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.    I  wish  to  make  1 


one  single  observation,  founded  oii  toy  expe- 
rience almost  entirely  in  conuection  with  tfas 
class  of  business.  Ihis  is  an  appropnAttoo 
bill,  as  I  think  we  have  some  reasoDatoaod^r- 
stand  by  this  time.  [Laughter.]  Now,  I  We 
rarely  or  never  known  au  appropn&iion  bili 
to  have  a  q^uorum  on  Saturday,  it  ioToWes 
therefore,  this  precise  predicament  1  think,  if 
this  bill  is  to  be  finished  this  week,  thai  it 
ought  to  be  finished  to-night;  aod  1  retilj  do 
not  see  any  good  reason  why  we  shoaid  m 
sit  here  an'  hour  longer  to  finish  this  bill. 

I  shall  vote  to  adjourn  over  until  Moodij 
upon  the  idea  that  it  is  impracticable  to  iegvs- 
late  on  thiis  bill  to-morrow,  uid  1  slisll  tcu, 
and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  also  vote,  to  st&j 
here  and  finish  this  bill  to-night,  h  seeing  to 
me  that  is  the  proper  course. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qm 
tion  is  on  the  motion  that  when  the  Seoite 
a<i|journs  to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Moudtj 
next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  there  beiag,  en 
a  division — ^ayes  82,  nays  13. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  move  that  the  Seuut 
again  proceed  to  the  considention  of  ih^ 
Indian  appropriation  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  move  that  the  Seott«do 
now  adjourn. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  i 
division — ayes  21,  noes  24. 

Mr.  WmDOM.  IcallfortheyesssudDij^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  snd  beitt| 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  23,  nays  20;  as  foUon: 

YEAS-Messrs.  Aloom.  Bsjard.  Blftir.  m^ 
GaMerly,  Clayton,  Cooper,  BdmuDOS,  Frelinsbarso. 
Hamilton  of  Maryland.  Uill,  Hitchooek.  kwsi. 
Logan.  Osbom,  Ramsey.  Robertson.  SaBuwiij. 
Soott,  StevonsoB.  Stockton.  Tipton,  asd  wis* 
dom*— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buckingham,  Cameron.  Cole.wr- 
bett,  Creffin,  Fenton.  Ferry  of  MichiipaD,  Hiriia. 
Kellogg.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Norwood.  PonfT. 
Sawyer,  Sobars.  Stewart,  Tharman,  Tramboll,  ri  e& 
Wilson,  and  Wright— 20. 

ABSENT  — Messrs.  Ames.  Anthony.  Boremao. 
Brownlow.  Carpenter.  Chandler.  Oonkliof.  Dsru 
of  Kentucky,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Ftnr  of  f*- 
necticut.  Flanagan.  Gilbert,  Goldthwiute,  Hwiiiio" 
of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Howe,  Johnston.  Kelly.  MorrUl 
of  Vermont,  Morton,  Nye,  Patterson.  Pool,  rm 
Rice.  Sherman,  Spencer.  Sprague.  Somner.  im 
Vickers— 30. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to ',  aod  (tt  fi^e 
o^  clock  and  twenty  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Seoft^ 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  April  6,  1872. 
The  Honse  met  at  twelve  o^ clock  m.   Pnj« 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Bctler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  m 
approved. 

RICHARD  B.  GRAWFOBD. 

The  SPEAKER  annonnced  the  appoint 
ment  of  Mr.  Bird  in  place  of  Mr.  Spesk,  o( 
Pennsylvania,  excnsea,  as  a  member  of  Uk 
committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  to* 
Honse  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  i'O 
Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  622)  gnnunf 
a  pension  to  Richard  B.  Crawford. 

8TATISTI08  OF  IMMIORATIOM. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported back,  from  the  Commiitee  on  Ooo- 
merce,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  o'J»? 
Treasury,  transmitting  the  report  of  »»*  7  hi 
of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics,  acconii|*ni«?  ^^ 
a  German  translation  of  his  report  on  ^^f^ 
tion,  and  moved  the  committee  be  discbargw 
from  the  further  consideration  of  t*»«  **°[^ 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ob 
Printing. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER  also,  by  unanimous  coD«fl»; 
submitted  the  following  concurrent  resolatjon, 
which,  under  the  law,  was  referred  to  the  wo 
mittee  on  Printing :  ^ 

JietolftedAitkt  Senate  ooacun-ing.)  Tb»*f,°/Jf.,n 
printed  for  the  use  of  the  Treasuiy  l>«P*rt?/Jf  41 
thousand  copies  of  the  report  of  tb«  5*»^^ 
Bureau  of  Statisties  on  iaiBlstaaoa,  is  0««^' 
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BDGARTOWN  HARBOR,  MASSACnUSSTTS. 

Mr.  BQFFINTON,  bj  unanimous  coDsent, 

submitted  the  following  resolution  ;  which  was 

read,  considered,  and  adopted  : 

Htaolvd,  ThAt  the  Secretary  of  War  be  reqnested 
to  cause  an  examination  and  survey  to  be  made 
of  the  harbor  of  Bdcartown,  Maasaohosetts,  with  a 
view  to  dredsin^-ana  improving  the  same,  so  as  to 
afford  greater  protection  and  facilities  to  commerce, 
and  that  he  report  upon  the  feasibility  of  making 
tfuch  improvement  and  the  probable  cost  thereof  to 
the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 

UARY  AUMSTRONQ. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WILLARD,  by  unaoi- 
mous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  879)  granting  a 
pension  to  Mary  Armstrong,  was  tiucen  from 
the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  flknd  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Peosious. 

8ARAH  u'bNANY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  847)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  Sarah  McEuany,  was  taken  from  the 
Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions. 

MINOR  GHILDRKN  OF  V.  F.. DAYTON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORE,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  894)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  the  minor  children  of  Frederick  F. 
Dayton  f  deceased,  was  taken  from  the  Speak- 
er's table,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Peu- 

BIODB. 

MINOR  OBILDRBN  OF  A.  U.  RITOUKY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MOORB,  by  nnanimons 
consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  878)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  the  minor  children  of  Amanda  M. 
Ritchey  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

ADJtJSTMBNT  OF  PRIVATE  LAND  CLAIMS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHELDON,  by  unani 
mo  us  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  824)  to  extend 
the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  *'An  act  for 
the  final  adjustment  of  private  land  claims  in 
the  States  of  Florida,  Louisiana,  and  Mis- 
souri, and  for  other  purposes,"  was  taken  from 
the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  CiMnmiUM  on  Private 
Land  Clstims. 

The  SPEAKER.  These  several  bills  are 
referred  on  the  understanding  that  they  are 
not  to  be  brought  back  by  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider. 

BRAZOS  DB  SANTIAGO  OOLLICTION  DISTRICT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SHELDON,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  181)  to 
change  the  boundaries  of  the  collection  dis- 
trict of  Brazos  de  Santiago,  with  Senate 
amendments,  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table. 

The  amendments  were  read,  as  follows : 

In  line  one,  strike  out  the  word  *' counties"  and 
faMert  the  word  **  oonnty*" 

In  the  sanse  line,  strike  out  the  words  "Zapata 
and  Webb." 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  SHELDON  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendments  were  concurred 
in ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  recon- 
sider be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAYMA8TSR  OXNKRAL  OF  THK  ARMY. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBURN,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  463)  to  enable  the 
President  to  appoint  a  Paymaster  General  of 
the  Army  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

J.  ROSS  BROWNI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COBURN,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  bill  (8.  No.  878)  for  the  relief  of 
J.  Ross  Browne,  was  taken  from  the  Spell- 
er's table,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 


The  SPEAKER.  These  bills  are  referred 
with  the  understanding  that  they  are  not  to  be 
brought  back  by  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

JOINT  RNTRY  BY  PREEMPTION  SBTTLKRS. 

Mr.  HAWLEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2202)  authorizing 
joint  entry  by  preemption  settlers,  and  for 
other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  The  first  section  pro- 
vides that  when  settlements  have  been  made 
upon  agricultural  public  lands  of  the  United 
States  prior  to  the  survey  thereof,  and  it  has 
been  or  shall  be  ascertained,  afler  the  public 
surveys  have  been  extended  over  such  lands, 
that  two  or  more  settlers  have  improvements 
upon  the  same  legal  subdivision,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  such  settlers  to  make  joint  entry  of 
their  lands  at  the  local  land  office,  or  for  either 
of  said  settlers  to  enter  into  contract  with  his 
cosettlers  to  convey  to  them  their  portion  of 
said  land  afler  a  patent  is  issued  to  him,  and, 
after  making  said  contract,  to  file  a  declaratory 
statement  in  his  own  name,  and  prove  up  and 
pay  for  said  land,  and  proof  of  joint  occupa- 
tion by  himself  and  otherS}  and  of  such  con- 
tract with  them  made,  shall  be  equivalent  to 
proof  of  sole  occupation  and  preemption  by 
the  applicant ;  provided,  that  i'n  no  case  shall 
the  amount  patented  under  this  act  exceed 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  nor  shall  this  act 
apply  to  lands  not  subject  to  homestead  or 
pre'^m  ption  entry.  The  second  section  directs 
that  effect  shall  be  given  to  this  act  by  regu- 
lations to  be  prescribed  by  the  C  ommissioner 
of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office. 

Mr.  HA  WLE Y.  The  committee  report  this 
as  a  substitute  for  House  bill  No.  1028,  and 
the  difference  between  the  two  is  that  this  bill 
provides  that  the  provisions  of  it  shall  not 
extend  to  anything  but  homestead  or  preemp- 
tion lands  \  that  is  to  say,  it  shall  not  have  any 
operation  except  upon  lands  subject  to  pre- 
emption and  homestead  entry.  The  only  object 
is  that  where  two  or  more  persons  have  settled 
on  what  proves  to  be  the  same  subdivision  of 
land  when  surveyed,  having  entered  the  lands 
before  survey,  the  one  may  purchase  of  the 
others,  so  that  they  may  not  lose  their  title. 
The  bill  has  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HAWLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OLITKR  M0SB8  AND  OTHRJtS. 

Mr.  FRYE,  by  unanimous  consent,  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  back  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1221)  for  the  relief  of  Oliver  Mosea 
and  others,  owners  of  the  ship  John  Carver; 
and  the  same  was  recommitted  to  the  commit- 
tee, and  ordered  to  be  printed, 

HARBOR  or  HOBILB. 

Mr.  HAYS,  by  unanimous  consent,  submit- 
ted the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Retolvedy  That  the  Seeretary  of  War  be,  and  is 
hereby,  directed  to  furnish  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
seatatives,  at  bis  earliest  oonv^nienoe,  the  report 
(if  Qeaeral  J.  H,  Simpson,  engineer  of  the  United 
States  Armv,  in  reference  to  the  improvement  of 
the  Mobile  harbor. 

CLAIM  or  X.  A.  BARBBTT. 

Mr.  UPSON,  hj  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to: 

IU9oi9€d^  That  the  President  be  reanested  to  fhr- 
nish  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  if  not  inconsist* 
ent  with  the  public  interest,  copies  of  aav  oorre* 
spondence  which  has  taken  place  oetween  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  and  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain,  in  regard  to  tbe  presentation  hf 
the  osent  of  Great  Britain  to  the  commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
1  Washiaffton  of  tbe  claim  of  Edward  Alfred  Barrett, 


for  payment  of  a  bond  issued  by  the  so-called  eon- 
federate  States  of  America,  being  one  of  tbe  bonds 
commonly  ceiled  the  cotton-loan  bonds,  and  also  a 
copy  of  any  proceedings  had  on  said  olslm  by  or 
before  said  commissioner. 

IMPROVBUBNT  OF  TBI  OHIO  BIVBR. 

Mr.  NEQLEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2203)  to  improve  the  navigation 
of  the  Ohio  river  and  its  tributaries ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  directs  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  detail  three  competent  officers  from 
the  corps  of  engineers  to  examine  and  report 
upoil  the  Noble  method  of  channeling  and 
dredging  the  Ohio  river  and  its  tributaries  for 
the  purpose  of  improving  the  navigation  of 
said  river. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  andbein^  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  NEGLEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

UNIVBRSITY  FOR  THB  BI.UID. 

a 

Mr.  STORM,  by  unaoimous  eonsent^  pre- 
sented the  following  joint  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education 
and  Labor,  and  ordered  to  be  printed : 

Joini  re9oluiion  reguetting  our  Setudort  and  Rt^e- 
MmUUifi€9in  Conffrett  to/avor  the  orantiuo  of  aid  to 
the  American  Printino  nouett  Jbc^for  the  Blind, 

Whereas  the  central  board  of  trustees  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  and  the 
American  University  for  the  Blind  has  been  incor- 
porated and  organised  in  the  District  of  Colambia, 
under  the  name  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind  and  the 
American  University  for  the  Blind;  and  whereas 
the  objects  of  said  institutions  are  to  provide  for  the 
blind  n^cilitiesof  instruction  not  heretofore  enjoyed 
or  attainable  by  them,  that  is  to  say,  a  series  of  text* 
books,  works  of  general  literature,  and  illustrative 
apparatus  addressed  to  the  sense  of  touch,  with  all 
other  methods  conducive  to  the  acquisition  of  thor- 
ough and  liberal  education;  and  whereas  the  re- 
spective Slate  boards  of  trustees  of  said  printing 
house  or  of  said  university  are  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  said  board  of  regents ;  and  whereas 
it  is  for  tbe  benefit  of  the  blind  of  the  nation,  ta 
which  those  of  this  State  are  aeoerally  interested, 
and  are  recipients  of  said  facilities  of  education; 
and  whereas  there  is  a  bill  in  Congress  to  make  ap- 
propriatioa  to  said  printing  house  and  said'  univer- 
sity for  the  blind  :  Now,  therefore. 

Be  it  reeolved.  That  our  Senators  and  Representa- 
tives in  OongrcBs  be  requested  to  favor  the  grantior 
of  aid  by  aa  appropriation  of  money  to  said  institu- 
tion, and  that  his  Bzcollency  the  Governor  be 
reqnested  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  memorial  to 
our  Representatives  in  Congress. 

W.  ELLIOTT. 
Speaker  of  the  Uou»e  a^  lUnreeentaUoee, 
JAMBS  S.  RUTAN. 

Speaker  cf  the  Senate, 

Approved  the  2dth  day  of  March.  A.  D.  1872. 

JOHii  W.  GBART. 

OpFIOB  or  SXOBKTART  OP  THK  ComCOVWSALTH. 

Habbibbubo.  March  29,  A.  D.  1872. 
PenneylvaniOt  •«..* 

I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  fbregoing  and  annexed 
is  a  full,  true,  and  correct  copy  of  the  original  ael  of 
the  General  Assembly  entitled  *' Joint  resolution 
requesting  our  Senatorsand  Representatives  in  <*on- 

fress  to  favor  the  granting  oi  aid  to  the  American 
*rinting  House  for  the  Blind*"  as  the  same  ressaias 
on  file  in  this  office. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand 
Tt.  A 1  ^^^  ^^H9*^  'l^*  '^'d  of  the  secretary's  office 
>-■'»  B'J    to  be  affixed  the  day  and  year  above  written, 

A.  C.  REINOEHL. 
DepmHf  Seeretarif  of  the  C^mmonmealth, 

UNITBD  8TATBS  OOUBT  IN  INDIAN  009NTB7. 

Mr.  SHANELS,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2204)  establishing 
a  United  States  district  court  in  the  Indian 
country ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

COLOSSAL  8TATUB  OF  ADMIRAL  FARBAOUT. 

Mr.  TYNEB.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
have  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and  have 
concurred  in,  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
House  joint  resolution  No.  117,  to  authorize 
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the  erection  of  a  colossal  statae  of  the  late 
Admiral  Farragut. 

No  objection  was  made;  and  the  amend- 
ments were  accordingly  taken  from  the 
Speaker's  table  and  read,  as  follows: 

In  line  six.  after  the  word  **  therefrom/'  insert  the 
words  "within  thirty  days  thereafter:"  and  at  the 
end  of  the  joint  resolution  odd  the  following: 

Provided^  That  if  no  such  model  shall  be  pre- 
sented on  or  before  the  time  designated  which  the 
said  committee  shall  agree  upon  as  a  work  of  art 
entirely  worthy  as  a  tribate  of  the  nation  to  the 
naval  hero  whose  memory  it  is  proposed  to  oommem- 
orate»  they  may  reject  any  and  all  so  presented*  and 
report  the  fact  to  their  respeotive  Houses. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  con- 
carred  in. 

Mr.  TYNER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  were 
coucarred  in ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DBNYBR  CBMBTEBT. 

Mr.  CHAFFEE,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  125) 
authorizing  the  city  of  Denver  to  purchase 
certain  lands  in  Colorado  for  a  cemetery ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Territorfes,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed* 

DBPUTT   OLBRKS   OF   UNITED   STATES   COURTS. 

Mr.  MERCUR,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
with  amendments,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1758)  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  deputies  of  clerks 
of  circuit  and  district  courts. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Why  is  it  necessary  that  this 
bill  should  be  passed  out  of  its  order  ? 

Mr.  MERCUR.  For  the  purpose  more 
especially  of  facilitating  the  business  of  a  court 
in  Missouri  where  the  clerk  is  unable  to  act. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  a 
deputy  or  deputies  of  any  clerk  of  a  circuit 
or  district  court  of  the  United  States  may  be 
appointed-  by  such  court  upon  the  application 
of  the  clerk,  and  be  removable  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  cpurt ;  that  the  compensation  of 
any  such  deputy  shall  be  derived  from  the 
emoluments  of  the  office  of  the  clerk  ;  that 
in  case  of  the  death  of  the  clerk,  his  deputy 
or  deputies  shall,  unless  removed  by  the 
jndge,  continue  in  office  and  perform  the 
duties  of  the  clerk,  in  bis  name,  until  his  suc- 
cessor be  duly  appointed  and  qualified ;  that 
for  the  defaults  or  misfeasances  in  office  of 
any  such  deputy,  whether  in  the  life-time 
of  the  clerk  or  afier  his  death,  the  clerk,  and 
his  estate,  and  the  sureties  in  his  official 
bond,  shall  be  liable  ;  and  that  his  executor  or 
administrator  shall  have  such  remedy  for  any 
such  defaults  or  misfeasances  committed  after 
his  death  as  the  clerk  would  be  entitled  to  if 
the  same  had  occurred  in  his  life-time. 

The  first  amendment  reported  from  the  com- 
mittee was  to  strike  out  the  words  **  a  circuit 
or  district"  and  to  insert  the  word  **any," 
before  the  words  ^*  courtof  the  United  States." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  second  amendment  was  to  strike  out 
the  words  **  derived  from  the  emoluments  of 
the  office  of"  and  insert  the  words  **  paid  by," 
before  the  words  **  the  clerk." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.   HOLMAN.     I  ask  that  the  bill,  as 
amended,  be  now  read. 
The  bill  was  read  as  follows : 

Be  ft  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  ffouee  of  li«pr&- 

ff^ativet  of  the  united  Statee  of  America  in  Oongreee 
amembUd,  That  a  deputy  or  deputies  of  any  clerk 
of  any  court  of  the  United  States  may  be  appointed 
by  such  coart.  upon  the  application  of  the  clerk, 
and  be  reipovable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  court;  aod 
the  compensation  of  any  lAich  deputy  shall  be  paid 
b^  the  clerk ;  and  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  clerk, 
bis  deputy  or  deputies  shall,  noloss  removed  by  the 
judge,  continue  m  office  and  perform  the  duties  of 
tho  clerk,  in  his  name,  until  his  successor  be  duly 
appointed  and  qualified;  and  for  the  defaults  or 
misfeasances  in  office  of  any  such  deputy,  whether 
in  the  life-time  of  the  clerk  or  aflor  hisaeathjthe 
clerk,  and  his  estate,  and  tho  sureties  in  his  official 
bond,  shall  be  liable;  and  his  execator  or  adminis- 
trator shall  have  such  remedy  for  any  such  defaults 


or  mtsfeasanees  committed  after  his  death  as  the 
clerk  would  be  entitled  to  if  the  same  had  occurred 
in  his  life-time. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MERCUR  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  moUon  was  agreed  to. 

SHIPPINQ  GOMMISSIONBRS. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  House  will  resume  the  consid- 
eration of  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
bein^  House  bill  No.  2044,  to  authorize  the 
appointment  of  shipping  commissioners  by 
the  judges  of  the  BeveraF  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  superintend  the  shipping 
and  discharge  of  seamen  engaged  in  mercnant 
ships  belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  further  protection  of  seamen.  Upon  this 
bill  the  previous  question  has  been  ordered, 
and  the  pending  question  is  upon  ordering  the 
bill,  as  amended,  co  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  WOOD.  •  I  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Congbb,]  who  has  charge 
of  this  bill,  to  state  yesterday  that  inasmuch 
as  there  were  several  sections  of  this  bill  that 
had  never  been  read  in  the  House,  he  would 
withdraw  the  motion  for  the  previons  question 
until  the  House  could  act  upon  those  sections. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  be  done  by 
unanimous  consent  only,  because  if  the  pre- 
vious question  be  withdrawn  the  bill  will  have 
no  place  on  the  Calendar  of  the  House. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  gentleman  misunder- 
stood my  remark,  which  was  that  if  the  House 
would  consent,  the  mere  reading  of  the  bill 
mi^ht  proceed  before  the  vote  was  taken  ;  but 
I  did  not  propose  to  change  its  status  before 
the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Conoeb]  asks  unanimous  con- 
sent that  the  bill  may  be  read  through  before 
it  is  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

Mr.  HALE.     For  amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.  For  amendment  onlv; 
for  under  the  previous  question  there  could  be 
no  debate. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  merely  wish  to  say  that 
unless  such  a  course  be  pursued,  the  novel 
spectacle  will  be  presented  of  our  voting  upon 
a  bill  the  whole  of  which  has  never  been  read 
to  the  House.  There  are  sections  of  this  bill 
which  have  never  yet  been  read  in  the  hearing 
of  the  House. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentle- 
man will  recollect  that  by  unanimous  consent 
we  passed  forty  pages  of  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  without  reading. 

Mr.  CONGER.  For  the  fact  that  the  entire 
bill  has  not  been  read  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Wood]  and  myself  are  to 
blame.  We  occupied  in  speaking  time  which 
might  have  been  better  occupied  in  reading 
the  bill.  [Laughter.]  I  admit  this  for  my- 
self, and  also  for  the  gentleman  from  New 
York. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  remaining  sections  of  the  bill  will  be  read 
through  for  amendment. 

There  was  no  objection  ;  and  it  was  ordered 
according. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Sbc.  51.  That  whenever  any  seaman  who  has  been 
lawfully  cDfcaged,  or  any  apprentice  to  the  sea  ser- 
vice, commttfl  any  of  the  following  offenses,  he  shall 
be  liable  to  be  punished  as  follows,  that  is  to  say : 
first,  for  desertion  he  shall  be  liable  to  imprison- 
ment for  any  period  not  exceeding  three  months  and 
also  to  forfeit  all  or  any  part  of  the  clothes  or  effects 
he  leaves  on  board,  and  all  or  any  part  of  the  wajres 
or  emoluments  which  he  has  then  earned;  secondly, 
for  neglectinif  and  refuiting, without  reasonable  cause, 
to  Join  his  ship,  or  to  proceed  to  sea  in  bis  ship,  or 


for  absence  without  leave  at  any  time  withio  tveitj. 
four  hours  of  the  ship's  sailing  from  aoy  rort,eiLrr 
at  the  commencement  or  during  the  prMgr€}«i.:  l. 
voyage,  or  for  absence  at  any  time  wiihuai  leave  *-. . 
without  sufficient  reason  from  his  ship,  or  f.'uw  :i 
duty,  not  amouoting  to  desertion,  or  not  treated  u 
such  by  the  master,  ho  shall  be  liable  to  iBi>n...-i- 
ment  for  any  period  not  exeeeding  one  mobtft.  ali 
also,  at  the  discretion  of  the  eoari,  to  forfeii  oqu.: 
his  wages  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  amount  oi  it* 
days'  pay,  and  in  addition,  for  every  tveoty  r.v 
hours  of  absence,  either  a  sum  not  eieecdint  m 
days'  pay,  or  any  expenses  which  have  Wen  pr;^ 
erly  incurred  in  hiring  a  subetitate;  Utirilr.  i  r 
quitting  the  ship  without  leave  after  her  imTi!  v 
her  i»ort  of  delivery,  and  before  she  ii  pUced  m 
security,  he  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  out  of  bis  %^» 
a  sum  not  exceeding  one  month's  pay;  toartblj.k  ' 
willful  disobedience  to   any  lawful  commsoii.  bi 
shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  ulj  period  va 
exceeding  two  months,  and  also,  at  the  ai«>:reU5s 
of  the  court,  to  forfeit  ou  t  of  his  wages  a. vara  cu*. 
exceeding  four  days'  pay;   fifthly,  for  coctiBced 
willful  disobedience  to  lawful  commands  cr  mi. 
tinued  willful  neglect  of  duty  be  ih&il  be  iL.ji< 
to  imprisonment  for  any  period  not  excee-lio^  vx . 
months,  and  also,  at  the  discretioo  oi  the  t<r^ 
tQ  forfeit  for  every  twenty-four  huare'  eoDtioBu  t 
of  such  disobedience  or  neglect  either  t  nt  i : 
exceeding  twelve  days'  pay,  or  any  expeiue^  tl  k 
have  been  properl]^  incurred  in  hiriog  a  rab*;i:sir: 
sixthly,  for  assaulting  any  master  or  mate.  ksLi. 
be  liable  to  imprisonmentfor  any  period  Dot ezci«i]- 
ingrix  months;  seventhly,  for oombininR with »it 
other  or  others  of  the  crew  to  disobey  Uwful  tz- 
mands,or  to  neglect  duty,  or  to  impede  Dari{ii.j: 
of  tho  ship  or  the  progress  of  the  voyage,  he  sfiu.  :e 
liable  to  imprisonment  for  any  period  Dotexce'.i ::( 
twelvemonths;  eighthly,  for  will fallydaicatrtar  > 
ship,  or  embesiling  or  willfully  damaciot  a&jo:  'ai 
stores  or  cargo,  he  shall  be  liable  to  forfeit  out  oi'^i* 
waxes  a  sum  equal  in  amount  to  the  lossiLrej 
sustained,  and  also,  at  the  discretion  of  theeoari' 
imprisonment  for  any  period  not  exceedinf  Ivcit- 
months;  ninthly,  for  any  act  of  smacgliac of  vLie: 
he  is  convicted,  and  whereby  lossoraamacebixi- 
sioned  to  the  master  or  owner,  he  shall  beliabk  t. 
pay  such  master  or  owner  such  a  sum  as  is  saSoa: 
to  reimburse  the  master  or  owner  for  sscb  lt«  <i 
damage,  and  the  whole  or  any  part  of  his  WAirM'-fi. 
be  retained  in  satisfaction  or  on  aooonnt  of  lacb  lia- 
bility, and  shall  also  be  liable  to  imprisoAffle&ii<'ri 
period  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.    I  dotc 

to  amend  the  section  just  read  by  siril^iq^  Odi 

in  the  fortieth  line,  the  words  *'  six  moutbs, ' 

and  inserting  '*  two  years;"  so  that  the  cluse 

will  read : 

For  assaulting  any  master  or  mate  he  riiall^ 
liable  to  imprisonment  for  any  period  DOt  excetd- 
ing  two  years. 

Mr.  CONGER.    There  is  no  objection  u 
that. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

Sec.  53.  That  whenever,  either  at  theeommcctt- 
ment  or  during  the  progress  of  any  Toyaft.  av 
seaman  or  apprentice  neglects  or  refaiee  to  join,  tf 
deserts  from  or  refuses  to  proceed  to  sea.  in  ui 
ship  in  which  he  is  duly  engaged  to  eerre.  t>r  ■' 
found  otherwise  absenting  himself  therefrom  vtu- 
out  leave,  the  master,  or  any  mate,  or  the  9^^- 
or  consignee,  or  shipping  commissioner,  may.  in  w 
place  in  the  United  States,  with  or  wiihoottl)«»-<- 
sistance  of  the  local  police  officers,  or  eooftabiA 
who  ore  hereby  directed  to  give  their  a"''^.?'^.^ 
required,  and  also  at  any  place  out  of  the  luit^ 
States,  if  and  so  far  as  the  laws  in  farce  at  n^ 
place  will  permit,  apprehend  him  withoai  first  pro^ 
curing  a  warrant,  and  may  thoreupoa,  in  asy  t^' 
and  shall,  in  case  he  so  requires,  and  it  m  praetia- 
ble,  convey  him  before  any  court  of  justiee  or  jcj- 
tices  of  any  Sute,  cit3*,  town,  or  oouuty,  withio  >a< 
United  Stales  capable  of  taking  ooftoiaasce  of »« 
matter,  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  pr^J'-'^! 
hereinbefore  contained  in  reference  to£ucoeas«> 
and  may^  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  him  wif'j 
such  courtof  justice,  detain  him  in  ^^^^^^^^ 
period  not  exceeding  twenty-four  l»oiir«.or -"*"  . 
time,  as  may  be  necessary,  or  may,  if  he  °^'^ ' J 
so  require,  or  if  there  is  no  snch  court  at  or  d«ui^ 
place,  at  once  convey  him  on  board;  <^D^l"*'f:/i« 
prehension  appears  to  the  courtof  jusuec  w'- 
which  the  case  is  brought  to  have  been  made  (>o]b 
proper  or  on  insufllcient  grounds,  the  waiter- "  ;^^ 
consignee,  or  shipping  commissioner  who  ^**^  , 
same,  or  causes  tne  same  to  be  made,  aha''  ^^^*  < 
penalty  not  exeeeding  $100;  bat  sncl^.  P^'ryfli . 
inflicted,  shall  not  be  a  bar  to  any  action  lor  u» 
imprisonment. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  J  "flj 
to  amend  the  section  just  read  by  striking  ^-^ 
in  line  seventeen  the  words  **  the  matter.  »* 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  "  offenses  of  »  i*^ 
degree  and  kind:"  so  that  the  clause  wjl)  P^^ 
vide  for  taking  the  parties  before  a  josticf ' 
justices  "  capable  of  taking  cognnanee  w 
offenses  of  a  like  degree  and  kind,  to  be  d^*^ 
with  according  to  the  provisions  herewoft' "? 
contained  in  reference  to  snch  cases. 
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Mr.  CONGER.     I  do  not  object  to  that. 
Thu  amendnieDt  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Skc.  54.  That  any  master  of,  or  any  seaman  or  ap- 
•reniice  belongring  to»  any  merchant  ship,  who,  by 
f  illl'ul  breaeh  of  duty,  or  who,  by  reason  of  drunk- 
nn«6S,  does  any  act  tending  to  the  immediate  loss, 
iostruotion,  or  serious  damage  to  sach  ship,  or  tend- 
Qg  immediately  to  endanger  the  life  or  limb  of  any 
•erson  belonging  to  or  on  board  of  sach  ship,  or  who, 
•y  willful  breach  of  duty,  or  by  neglect  of  duty,  or 
•y  reason  of  drunkenness,  refuses  or  omits  to  do 
.uy  lawful  act  proper  and  requisite  to  be  done  by 
iiin  for  preserriug  suoh  ship  from  immediate  loss, 
cjt ruction,  or  serious  damage,  or  for  preserving 
.ny  person  belonging  to  or  on  board  of  such  ship 
rem  immediate  danger  to  life  or  limkK  shall,  for 
very  such  ofifense,  be  deemed  guilty  or  a  misde- 
neanor,  and  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  a 
•eriod  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  move  to  amend  the  section 
U8t  read  by  striking  out  at  the  end  the  words 
*  twelve  months."  1  offer  this  amendment, 
br  the  purpose  of  presenting  (as  it  will  be  mj 
>nly  opportunity  to  do  so)  a  remonstronce 
roro  the  underwriters  of  the  city  of  New  York 
vhich  I  have  received  this  morning. 

Mr.  CONGER.     I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  have  moved  an  amendment, 
md  i  suppose  I  have  n  right  to  speak  upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  the  under- 
(landing.  The  understanding  was  that  the 
>ill  should  be  read  for  amendment  and  not  for 
lebate. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Well,  sir,  I  have  a  right,  I 
>re8ume,  to  move  an  amendment  to  the  sec- 
ion. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  enter- 
allied  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CONGER.   I  call  for  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a  remon- 
(tranee  from  the  insurance  companies  of  New 
^ork  against  this  bill. 

Mr.  CONGER.     I  object  to  debate. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Aud  if  the  gentleman  from 
Vticfaigan  will  not  allow  me  to  present  this 
'emonstrance  to  the  House,  I  can  merely  state 
he  fact  that  I  have  such  a  remonstrance,  and 
18 k  that  it  be  printed  in  the  Globe. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  remonstrance  (without  the  signatures) 
B  as  follows: 

To  the  honorable  the  ffotue  of  BepreeetUativet  \n  Cbn- 

grete  <U9ttnbUd: 

The  undersigned,  ship-owners,  ship-masterf,  and 
It  hers  interested  in  shipping,  do  most  respectfully 
einonstrate  against  the  passage  of  a  bill  no-w  before 
rour  honorable  body,  styled  **An  act  creating  a 
>oard  of  shipping  commissioners  for  the  merchant 
oarine,"  considering  the  same  to  be  a  dirtet  Inter- 
erence  in  the  private  rights  of  employer  and  em- 
>loy<^.  and  an  additional  onerous  tax  upon  the 
ilroady  overburdened  tonnage  of  the  country, 
>e8id68  creating  a  horde  of  needless  officeholders 
)ver  our  vast  sea-board. 

They  also  represent  that  by  the  terms  of  the  pro- 
posed bill  all  vessels  of  the  hnrden  of  seventy-five 
4>DS  and  upward,  and  bound  to  foreign  ports,  or  to 
>orts  on  the  Pacific  coast,  are  required  to  ship  their 
trews  and  pay  them  off  before  the  shinning  com- 
nissionen,  whteh  would  embrace  our  West  India 
hipping  and  South  American  mail  steamers,  besides 
luinerous  sailing  vessels,  the  captains  of  whiob  ship 
heir  own  crews  on  boaid  and  pay  them  off  at  the 
expiration  of  the  Toyage,  while  on  board  of  the 
ieamersit  is  done  by  the  pursers.  The  bill  also 
louverts  the  shipping  commissioners'  office  into  a 
e^al  tribunal,  eonfierrlng  upon  the  commissioners 
ludioial  powers  never  before  heard  of  in  the  history 
»f  oar  country. 

They  also  represent  that  the  said  bill  is  a  oonnter- 
lart  of  the  present  shipping  act  of  Great  Britain, 
rtaieh,  aithough  it  may  beenforeed  as  amonarohioai 
aw  for  British  vessels,  would  fail  in  its  objects  here 
ks  a  republican  measure  for  American  vessels ;  that  it 
f  onld  be  a  fenileaouree  of  embarrassment  and  delay 
o  the  dispatohing  of  vessels,  without  affording  the 
«lief  to  seamen  which  it  is  alleged  its  provisions 
roald  accomplish,  and  it  would  also  give  rise  to 
natioous  conduct  on  the  part  of  the  crew,  which 
f  ould  lead  to  all  kinds  of  expeiyive  and  vexatious 
uitsatlaw. 

They  also  represent  that  the  Con^^ress  of  these 
Jnited  States  has.  since  the  organisation  of  the 
Government,  passed  good  and  wholesome  laws  for 
he  government  .and  regulation  of  seamen  in  the 
nercbant  service,  many  of  which  would  bo  rendered 
lugatory  and  void  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  referred 
o.  and  by  which  laws,  if  any  wrong  is  done  to  sea- 
nen,  either  at  sea  or  on  shore,  our  local.  State,  and 
federal  courts  are  required  to  afford  them  the 
itnplest  relief  consistent  with  principles  of  equity 
md  justice.  The  undersigned  believe  that  with  the 
Joitcd  Suites  laws  already  in  existenoe,  regulating 
be  merchant  marine,  asimple  enactment,  fixing  the 


fees  for  shipping  to  be  paid  by  the  owners,  and 
making  it  a  penal  offense  for  any  person  to  charge  a 
seaman  for  snipping,  would  cover  the  whole  ground 
of  this  obnoxious  bill. 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Skg.  58.  That  every  ship  making  voyages  as  de- 
scribed in  section  twelve  of  this  act  shall  have  a 
book,  to  b^  called  the  "official log-book;"  and 
every  master  of  such  ship  shall  make,  or  cause  to 
be  made  therein,  entries  of  the  following  matters; 
that  is  to  say ,  first,  every  legal  conviction  of  any 
member  of  his  crew,  and  the  punishment  inflicted; 
secondly,  every  offense  committed  by  any  member 
of  his  crew  for  which  it  is  intended  to  prosecute  or 
to  enforce  a  forieiture,  together  with  such  state- 
ment concerning  the  reading  over  such  entry,  and 
concerning  the  reply,  if  any,  made  to  the  charge, 
as  hereinbefore  required ;  thirdly,  every  offense  for 
which  punishment  is  inflicted  on  board,  and  the 
punishment  inflicted :  fourthly,  a  statement  of  the 
oonduot,  character,  and  qualifioations  of  each  of  his 
crew,  or  a  statement  that  he  declines  to  give  an 
opinion  of  such  particulars;  fifthly,  every  oase  of 
illness  or  injury  happening  to  any  member  of  the 
crew,  with  the  nature  thereof  and  the  medioal  treat- 
ment, (if  any;}  sixthly,  every  case  of  death  happen- 
ing on  board,  with  the  cause  thereof;  seventhly, 
every  birth  happening  on  board,  with  the  sex  of 
the  infant  and  the  names  of  the  parents;  eighthly, 
every  marriage  taken  place  on  board,  with  the 
names  and  ages  of  the  parties;  ninthly,  the  name 
of  every  seaman  or  apprentice  who  ceases  to  be  a 
member  of  the  erew  otherwise  than  by  death,  with 
theplaoe,  time,  manner,  and  cause  thereof;  tenthly, 
the  wages  due  to  any  seaman  or  apprentice  who 
dies  during  the  voyage,  and  the  gross  amount  of  all 
deductions  to  be  made  therefrom ;  eleventhly,  the 
sale  of  the  effects  of  any  seaman  or  apprentice  who 
dies  during  the  voyage,  including  a  statement  of 
each  article  sold,  and  the  sum  received  for  it. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  amend  the  section  just  read  by  striking  out 
in  the  second  line  the  words  **a  book  to  be 
called  a"  and  inserting  the  word  '*an;'*  so 
that  the  section  will  provide  for  **an  official 
log-book." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Sic.  61.  That  no  wages  due  or  accruing  to  any 
seaman  or  apprentice  shall  be  subject  to  attach- 
ment or  arrestment  from  any  court ;  and  every  pay- 
ment of  wajges  to  a  seaman  or  apprentice  shall  be 
valid  in  law,  notwithstanding  any  previous  sale  or 
assignment  of  such  wages,  or  of  any  attachment, 
incumbrance,  or  arrestment  thereon ;  and  no  assign- 
ment or  sale  of  such  wages,  or  of  salvage  made  pnor 
to  the  accruing  thereof,  shall  bind  the  party  making 
the  same. 

Mr.  WOOD.  1  desire  to  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Michigan  whether  the  section 
jast  read  is  not  in  conflict  with  section  nine- 
teen, aud  whether  consequently  this  section 
does  not  need  some  amendment?  The  pend- 
ing section  would,  as  I  understand,  prevent  a 
seaman  from  commencing  an  action  for  wages, 
while  section  nineteen  directly  authorixes  him 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Section  nineteen  refers  to 
securities  or  notes  or  papers  which  might 
afterward  be  enforced.  This  relates  to  the 
general  protection  of  the  seaman  agpinst  suits 
unjustly  brought  against  him.  I  think  this  is 
correct. 

Mr.  WOOD.  If  you  will  examine  it  with 
reference  to  the  point  I  raise  you  will  find  that 
the  section  ought  to  be  amended. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  sections  relate  to  dif- 
ferent modes. 

Mr.  WOOD.  It  refers  to  the  note  if  given 
for  that  purpose.  Under  any  legal  construe- 
tion  there  would  be  an  apparent  conflict 
between 'the  two  sections.  1  merely  make 
the  suggestion,  however,  and  the  gentleman 
can  adopt  it  or  not,  as  he  pleases. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
to  add  to  the  section  the  words  '' except 
such  advance  securities  as  are  provided  for  in 
this  act."  I  think  that  will  meet  the  sugges- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  New  York. 

Mr.  WOOD.  That  would  clearly  obviate 
the  difficulty. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Skc.62.  That  no  debt  exceeding  in  amount  ton 
dollars,  incurred  by  any  seaman,  after  he  has 
engaged  to  serve,  shall  be  recoverable  until  the 
service  agreed  for  is  concluded. 

Mr.  Hale.  I  move  to  strike  out  that  sec- 
tion. 


Mr.  CONGER.  The  object  is  to  protect  the 
seamen  against  the  payment  to  anybody  of 
advance  wages. 

Mr.  HALE.  This  goes  a  great  deal  further. 
It  allows  the  sailor  to  protect  himself  from 
any  kind  of  suits,  not  only  suits  in  relation  to 
his  advance  wazes,  but  to  any  other  debts  he 
may  incur  outside.  I  do  not  think  such  is  the 
object  of  this  House  or  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sbo.  63.  That  every  person  who,  not  being  in  the 
United  States  service,  and  not  being  duly  author- 
ised by  law  for  the  purpose,  goes  on  board  any  ship 
about  to  arrive  at  the  place  of  her  destination  foe- 
fore  her  actual  arrival  at  the  plaee  of  her  di8eharge» 
and  before  she  has  been  completely  moored,  without 
the  permission  of  the  master,  shall,  for  every  such 
offense,  incur  a  penalty  not  exceeding  $200,  and 
shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment  for  any  period  not 
exceeding  six  months;  and  the  master  or  person  in 
charge  of  said  ship  may  take  any  such  person  so 
going  on  board  as  aforesaid  Into  custody,  and  de- 
liver him  up  forthwith  to  anyeonstablo  or  police 
officer,  to  be  by  him  taken  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  to  be  deaft  with  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  aoL 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move, 
in  the  fourth  and  fifth  lines,  to  strike  out  the 
words  **at  the  place  of  her  discharge.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Src.  64.  That  if.  within  twenty-four  hours  after  the 
arrival  of  any  ship  at  any  port  in  the  United  States, 
any  person,  then  being  on  board  such  ship,  solicits 
any  seaman  to  become  a  lodf:erat  the  house  of  any 
person  letting  lodgings  for  hire,  or  takes  out  of  such 
ship  any  effects  of  any  seaman,  except  under  his 
personal  direction,  and  with  the  permission  of  the 
master,  he  shall,  for  every  such  offense,  incur  a 

f penalty  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars,  and  shall  be 
iable  to  imprisonment  for  any  period  notexeeeding 
three  months. 

Mr.  HALE.     I  move,  in  the  eighth  line,  to 
strike  out  **and"  and  insert  **  or." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sio.  65.  That  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  imposed 
by  this  act,  and  for  the  recovery  whereof  no  specifio 
mode  is  hereinbefore  provided,  shall*  and  may  be 
recovered  with  costs,  either  in  any  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  suit  of  any  district  attorney 
of  the  United  States,  or  at  the  suit  of  any  person  by 
information  to  any  district  attorney  in  any  port  of 
the  United  States,  where  or  near  to  where  the 
offense  shall  be  committed,  or  the  offender  shall  be; 
and  in  case  of  a  conviction  under  this  act,  and  the 
sum  imposed  as  a  penalty  by  the  court  shall  not  be 
paid*  either  immediately  after  the  conviction,  or 
within  such  period  as  the  court  shall  at  the  time  of 
the  conviction  appoint,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
court  to  commit  the  offender  to  prison,  there  to  be 
imprisoned  for  the  term  or  terms  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided in  ease  of  such  offense;  the  commitment  to  be 
terminable  upon  payment  of  the  amount  and  costs; 
and  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  mentioned  in  this 
act,  for  which  no  special  application  is  hereinbefore 
provided,  shall,  when  reoof  ered,  be  paid  and  ap- 
plied in  manner  following,  that  is  to  say,  so  much 
as  the  court  shall  determine,  but  not  exceeding 
one  half,  shall  be  paid  to  the  informer  or  person 
upon  whose  discovery  and  information  the  same 
shall  be  recovered,  and  the  residue  shall  be  paid  to 
the  court,  and  be  remitted  from  time  to  time  by 
order  of  the  judge  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  appropriated  as  provided  for  in  section 
fifty  of  this  act:  Frottided  cUwav;  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  court  before  which  any  proceeding 
shall  be  instituted  for  the  recovery  of  any  pecuniary 
penalty  imposed  by  this  act.  to  mitigate  or  reduce 
suoh  penalty,  as  to  suoh  court  shall  appear  just  and 
reasonable;  but  no  such  penalty  shall  be  reduced  to 
less  than  one  third  of  its  ori^nal  amount ;  and  it 
shall  be  lawful,  in  the  discretion  of  the  said  court 
hearing  the  complaint ,  to  order  suoh  eoeta  against 
the  informing  or  complaining  party  failing  toprovo 
the  charge  as  the  said  court  may  deem  fit;  and  sach 
costs  shall  be  recoverable  in  the  same  manner  as 
penalties  under  this  act.  and  be  paid  as  such  court  , 
shall  direct:  Provided  aUot  That  all  proeeedinga  so 
to  be  instituted  shall  be  commeiiced  within  two 
years  next  after  the  commission  of  the  offense,  if  the 
same  shall  have  been  oommitted  at  or  bciyond  the 
Cape  of  Qood  Hope  or  Cape  Horn,  or  within  one 
year  if  committed  elsewhere,  or  within  two  months 
after  the  return  of  the  offender  and  the  oom Plaining 
party  to  the  United  States;  and  there  shall  be  no 
appeal  from  any  decision  of  any  of  the  ciroait  courts, 
unless  the  amount  sued  for  exceeds  the  sum  of  $500. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  move,  in  lines  twenty,  twenty- 
one,  and  twenty-two,  to  strikeout  these  words : 

But  not  exceeding  one  half  shall  be  paid  to  the 
informer  or  person  upon  whosedii?oovery  and  inform- 
ation the  same  shall  be  recovered. 

And  in  lines  thirty  one,  thirty- two,  thirty- 

three,  and  thirty-four,  to  strike  out  these  words : 

And  it  shall  be  lawftil,  in  the  disereUon  of  the  said 
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eoart  hesrlnr  the  eomi^aliit,  to  order  snoh  costs 
against  the  iaforming  or  complaining  party  failing 
to  prove  the  charge  as  the  said  court  may  deem  fit ; 
and  such  costs  shall  be  recoverable  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  penalties  und^r  this  act,  and  be  paid  as  each 
ooort  shall  direct. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachasetts.  Instead 
of  striking  out,  I  move  to  insert  the  word 
**  other,*'  meaning  one  of  the  crew  of  any  ship. 

Mr.  HALB.  I  would  rather  not  have  that 
in.  I  do  not  wish  to  encourage  informers. 
The  seamen  will  inform  in  reference  to  any 
grievance  without  receiving  any  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  BUTLEH,  of  Massachusetts.  This  is 
going  to  have  great  opposition  from  shipping- 
masters. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  do  not  see  what  object 
there  can  be  in  weakening  the  bill. 

Mr.  HALE.  My  belief  is  the  bill  is  better 
without  that  provision. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Maesachnsetts.    I  hope 
it  will  not  be  stricken  out. 
Mr.  HALE.     I  hope  it  will.     ' 
The  amendments  of  Mr.  Hale  were  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  section : 

Sso.  66.  Thai  to  avoid  doubt  in  the  construction 
of  this  act  every  person  having  the  command  of  any 
ship  belonging  to  any  citisen  of  the  United  States 
shsJl,  within  the  meaning  and  for  the  purposes  of 
this  act,  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  the  "master" 
of  such  ship;  and  that  every  person  (apprentices 
excepted)  who  shall  be  employed  or  engaged  to  serve 
in  any  capacity  on  board  the  same  shall  be  deemed 
and  taken  to  1^  a  *'  seaman"  within  the  meaning  and 
for  the  purposes  of  this  act ;  and  that  the  term  "  ship" 
shall  be  taken  and  anderstood  to  comprehend  every 
description  of  vessel  navigating  on  any  sea  or  chan- 
nel, lak«  or  river:  and  the  term  '* owner"  shall  be 
taken  and  understood  to  comprehend  all  the  several 

Eersons,  if  more  than  one,  to  whom  the  ship  shall 
elong. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  stated  yesterday  that  in  my 
judgment  the  construction  of  this  section  made 
many  features  of  the  bill  apply  to  lake  and  river 
navigation.  1  would  like  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  [Mr.  Conger]  to  explain,  if  he 
pleases,  what  the  section  means  by  saying 
the  term  .'*  ship '  *  shall  be  taken  and  understood 
to  comprehend  every  description  of  vessel  nav- 
igation on  any  sea  or  channel,  lake  or  river? 
Are  we  to  understand  that  there  are  any  pro- 
risions  of  this  bill  that  reach  vessels  which 
navigate  exclusively  rivers  or  lakes? 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  intention  of  this  is  to 
provide  that  when  a  ship  makes  part  of  its 
yoyajse  on  a  river  and  part  on  the  ocean  the 
provisions  of  the  bill  will  still  apply  to  that 
ship.  A  sea-going  vessel  may  go  into  seas  that 
are  not  oceans,  and  into  gulfs  and  bays  and 
rivers  that  are  navigable.  The  object  of  this 
is  to  include  all  that  transportation. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Does  it  comprehend  lake 
navigation  between  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  which  is  foreign  territory? 

Mr.  CONGER.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Or  does  it  include  the  navi- 
gation of  the  lakeSf  connecting  our  northern 
cities  7 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  do  not  suppose  it  would. 
The  bill  relates  to  sea-going  vessels,  but  to 
such  sea' going  vessels  as  may,  in  the  course 
of  their  voyage,  enter  navigable  rivers,  bays, 
&c.,  outside  of  the  ocean  proper. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  suggest  that  if  there  be 
any  doubt,  it  is  not  well  for  us  lo  pass  a  law 
in  tegard  to  which  the  courts  woula  have  any 
difficulty  of  construction. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  will  move  an  amendment 
to  meet  the  gentleman's  point.  I  move  to 
insert  after  the  word**  river*'  ^'  so  far  as  the 
provisions  of  this  law  may  be  applicable.'' 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  suppose  that  will  cover  the 
the  case. 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  amendment  should 
read  '*to  which  the  provisions  of  this  law 
may  be  applicable." 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  will  so  modify  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Michigan  [Mr.  Covoer]  whether  the 
description  given  in  this  section  of  those  who 


shall  be  deemed  to  be  ''seamen"  includes 
those  employes  on  a  vessel  who  come  under 
the  class  of  waiters,  engineers,  &c.  ? 

Mr.  CONGER.  These  persons  belong  to 
the  ''staff,"  I  believe,  in  the  line. 

Mr.  POTTER.  But  these  are  merchant 
ships. 

Mr.  CONGEEU  Well,  I  suppose  they  are 
staff  officers  on  a  merchant  ship.  It  is  meant 
to  include  all  who  are  employed  on  a  merchant 
ship,  as  they  are  included  now. 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  language  of  the  sec- 
tion is : 

Every  person  (apprentices  exeepted)  who  shall 
be. employed  or  engaged  to  serve  in  any  capacity  on 
board  the  same  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be 
a  "seaman." 

Now,  the  term  "seaman"  applies  to  one 
class  of  employes,  and  not  another. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  section  provides  that 
every  such  person  shall  be  deemed  a  seaman 
"  within  the  meaning  and  for  the  purposes  of 
this  act."  I  think  that  is  sufficient  to  meet 
the  gentleman's  objection. 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  word  "seaman"  is 
thus  made  to  include  stewards,  mail-carriers, 
waiters,  engineers,  &c. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of 
section  sixty-six : 

And  all  fees,  penalties,  and  other  revenues  arising 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury;  and  Hll  disbursements  of  money  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  orovisions  of  this  act  shall 
be  made  only  upon  speoinc  appropriations,  for  which 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  submit  annual 
estimates. 

I  would  just  say  to  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  that  the  same  proviso  was  put  in  the 
bill  reported  from  his  committee  which  passed 
the  other  day.  It  saves  our  having  outside 
treasuries,   where  moneys  are  received  and 

rftid  withoot  any  responsibility  at  the  Treasury, 
do  not  think  it  will  injare  the  bill  in  any  way. 

Mr.  CONGER.  It  will  change  the  whole 
character  of  this  bill,  and  make  it  a  bill  by 
which  the  expenses  are  borne  by  the  United 
States,  instead  of  the  system  being  self-sup- 
porting. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.,  Notabitofit. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  feeswill  probably  have 
to  be  changed  from  time  to  time  as  may  be 
necessary  to  make  this  self-sustaining.  It  is 
not  intended  to  be  a  source  of  revenue  to  the 
Government  at  all  at  the  expense  either  of  the 
sailors  or  the  ship-owners. 

Mr.  UOLMAN.  I-  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Allow  me  to  say  that  the 
bill  already  provides  that  all  penalties  shall 
be  paid  into  the  Treasury.  It  provides  also 
that  other  moneys  shall  be  paid  into  a  fund 
to  be  distributed  for  the  relief  of  seamen. 
Whv  should  the  money  go  into  the  Treasary 
to  be  appropriated  on  an  estimate?  The 
amendment  changes  the  entire  nature  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Well,  in  order 
to  save  time,  I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  offer  the  following,  to  come 
in  as  an  additional  section  after  section  sixty- 
six: 

That  in  no  case  shall  the  salary,  fees,  and  emolu- 
ments of  any  officer  appointed  under  this  act  be 
more  than  95.000  per  annum. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  adding  to  it  ''And  any  additional 
fees  sball  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.^* 

Mr.  HALE.    I  accept  that. 

Mr.  WOOD.  This  amendment  wonld  obviate 
one  of  my  chief  objections  to  the  bill. 

The  question  was  put ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

SOHKDULK. 

Table  A.— Section  Am, 

Scale  of  foes  for  matters  transacted  at  shipping 
commissioners'  offices: 

FirH.  Fee  payable  on  engaging  crew,  for  each 
member  of  the  crew,  (except  apprentices,)  two  dol- 
lars. 


Mr.  WOOD.  I  move  to  amend  the  &t 
clause  of  that  schedule  so  as  to  mikeih«!% 
one  dollar  instead  of  two  dollars,  ai  ihe  h 
for  engaging  each  seaman. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  fees  m  New  Yore 
now  for  shipping  a  man  are  fear  dollars. 

Mr.  HALE.     Not  legal  fees. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  usual  fees  cht(|«itR 
four  dollars  for  shipping  each  man. 

Mr.  WOOD.     By  some,  not  by  alL 

Mr.  CONGER.  They  are  so  ivpoited  io 
me  by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  ofSti 
York,  which  fixed  these  fees.  In  Su  Fr&a- 
cisco  the  fees  for  shipping  a  maoamonDtu 
five  dollars.  Now  we  nave,  as  a  prelioi&s^ 
fee,  put  it  down  to  two  dollars,  and  a  vili  c- 
subject  to  revision  from  time  to  liDoe,  becas^: 
we  do  not  desire  to  burdeu  either  the  ski- 
owners  or  seamen  any  more  than  is  neces^; 
to  carry  out  the  law.  Let  us  start  wi:h  tii 
half  priee,'  which  will  be  a  great  relief  to  &l2.;r 
owners  and  shippers. 

The  question  was  pat  on  Mr.  Wood's  amed 
ment,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Secondly.  Fee  payable  on  diseharKing  o«w,  i< 
each  member  of  crew  disoharsed,  Hits  eeat& 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  move  to  strike  that  ool  Kj 
charge  is  made  now  in  New  York  or  iti  &3t 
other  shipping  port  for  discharging  a  man. 

Mr.  CONGER.  This  bill  provides  tHiittt 
shipping  commissioner  shall  give  his&tteoi.u 
to  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  sod  tb«  i: 
charge,  and  imposes  large  work  upon  him. 

Mr.  WOOD.  And  he  gets  $5,000  a  jev 
for  iu 

Mr.  CONGER.  Bat  the  balance  goes  ia.: 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  to  beappn^ 
priated  for  the  relief  of  seamen. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Let  us  relieve  seamen  b; 
abating  this  tax. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Papers  and  certi6cti«v? 
required,  and  there  should  be  a  fee  allowed  .:• 
this  case,  it  is  for  the  benefit  of  all  couc«ni«i2 
that  there  should  be  a  small  fee. 

The  question  was  put  upon  Mr.  Wood'; 
amendment,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Smb0iUuie0. 
One  ounce  of  coffee,  or  ooooa.  or  chocolate,  mj  ^ 
substituted  for  one  quarter  ounce  of  tea:  taoUne 
for  sugar,  the  quantity  to  be  one  half  more;  ^u 
pound  of  potatoes  or  yams ;  one  half  poond  fiybr  j 
rice;  one  third  pint  of  pease  or  one  quarter  pi^i  > 
barley  may  be  substituted  for  each  other.  "J'^ 
fresli  meat  is  issued,  the  proportion  to  bo  tyopvasJ 
per  man  per  day,  in  lieu  of  salt  meat  Fivsr.  ..x 
and  pease,  beef  and  pork,  may  be  sabttitiuM  itf 
each  other. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  more  u 
amend  by  adding  **for  potatoes  onions  oa; 
be  substituted.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be  ^• 
grossed  aod  read  a  third  time;  sQ<i  ^^S 
etigrossedt  it  was  accordingly  read  the  thinl 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CONGER  moved  to  reconsider  the  T0(« 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ,-  and  also  nov^ 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  Ui<i  o°  ^ 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONGfiR.  I  move  to  amend  theiide 
by  striking  out  th«  words  '* judges  of  the;'  fJ 
that  it  will  read: 

A  bill  to  authoriie  the  appointment  of  shipfoi 
commissioners  by  the  several  oirouit  eonm  9iw 
United  States,  to  superintend  the  BhippioK^^ 
obarge  of  seamen  engoiredin  merebaatsiiiiM  BeK»i 
ins  to  the  United  Sutee.  and  for  the  ftifthtf  Vf^^ 
tioD  of  seamen. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONGER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
just  taken.;  and  also  moved  that  the  ootsoD 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PROPKdSOR  8AUUBL  F.  B.  HOBSK. 

Mr.  DAWES,  by  unanimous  conaent,  sob- 
mitted  the  following  resolution  j  which  ^ 
read,  considered,  and  adopted : 
Bemlped,  That  the  House  of  RepreM>Bt»tint«iu 
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take  part  in  the  memorial  servicee  to  be  observed 
oa  Taesday  evoQlng,  the  16th  io8tant,in  honor  oC 
the  uiemory  of  Professor  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse,  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Nationul  Morse  Monamonc  Asso- 
ciatioD;  and  for  that  puruoee  the  meoibera  of  this 
llouse  will  assemble  on  tnat  evening  in  this  Hall, 
and  the  Speaker  will  preside  on  the  occasion. 

Mr.  DAWES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted ;  aud  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
ou  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MSSSAQB  FROM  TUB  8BNATB. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stmpson , 
one  of  their  clerkSi  announced  that  the  Senate 
hnd  p:issed|  without  amendment,  bills  of  the 
House  of  the  following  titles: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  590)  for  the  relief  of 
certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Iowa 
under  the  homestead  laws  ;  and 

A  bill  (II.  R.  No.  2124)  granting  the  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  for  the  con- 
struct ion  of  a  railroad  from  Great  Salt  Lake 
to  Portland,  Oregon. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed,  and  requested  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House  in  a  bill  of  the  following 
title: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  691)  giving  the  assent  of 
Congress  to  the  subscription  of  the  District 
of  Columbia  to  the  stock  of  the  Piedmont  and 
Potomac  Railroad  Company. 

OVFICBRS  AND  CBKW  OF  KBAR8ARQB. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  now 
begins  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  one  o'clock. 
This  being  Friday,  the  .business  during  ihe 
morning  hour  is  the  call  of  committees,  begin- 
ning with  the  Committee  ou  Naval  Affairs,  for 
reports  of  a  private  nature. 

Mr.  SI  ARK  WEATHER,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  (H. 
K.  No.  2205)  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  to  pay  onl  of  any  money  here- 
after to  be  appropriated,  to  Rear  Admiral 
John  A.  Win  slow  and  the  officers  and  crew 
belonging  to  the  United  States  steamer  Kear- 
aarge,  while  engaged  in  the  capture  and  de- 
Biruction  of  the  vessel  called  the  Alabama,  on 
the  19ih  of  June,  1864,  the  sum  of  $190,000, 
that  sum  being  the  estimated  value  thereof, 
to   be  distributed  to  the  officers  and  crew 
attached  to  the  Kearsarge  at  the  date  above 
named,  in  the  same. manner  as  prize  money, 
aud  to  be  in  lieu  of  the  bounty  aathorised  by 
the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of  June  80, 
1864,  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate  prize  pro- 
ceedings," ke. ;  provided  that  no  money  shall 
be  paid  to  the  assignee  of  any  of  said  officers 
or  crew  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  bat  only 
to  himself  in  person,  or  to  his  wife,  or  his 
heirs,  or  their  leigal  represeulativea,  excluding 
any  such  assignee;  and  provided  further  that 
if  any  of  the  officers  or  crew  of  said  United 
States  steamer  Kearsarge  shall  have  received 
the  bouuty  provided  by  section  eleven  of  the 
act  of  June  ZO,  1864,  the  same  shall  be  de- 
ducted from  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  sueh 
officer  or  seaman  under  this  acL 

Mr.  UOAR.  I  desire  to  move  to  amend 
this  bill  by  substituting  the  term  *^  personal 
representatives"  for  the  phrase  '^neirs  or 
legal  representatives." 

Mr.  ST  ARK  WE  ATHER.  That  part  of  the 
bill  was  very  carefully  considered,  and  I  think 
it  is  in  a  very  good  shape  to  protect  the  inter- 
ests of  those  benefited  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
a  moment?  « 

Mr.  STAUKWEATHER.  Certainly. 
Mr.  HOAR.  Suppose  that  before  this  die* 
tributiou  is  made  a  sailor  dies,  leaving  ten 
children  and  a  widow.  The  person  making 
the  distribution  must  distribute  the  share  of 
that  sailor  to  each  of  these  ten  children,  wha 
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are  the  heirs  of  that  sailor,  and  also  to  his 
widow.  The  true  way  is  to  give  it  to  the  ex- 
ecutor or  administrator  of  the  personal  repre- 
sentatives, who  will  distribute  it  according  to 
law.  If  I  recollect  aright,  the  House  adopted 
this  precise  change  iu  a  similar  bill  which  was 
up  last  session. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  there  may  be  some  force  in  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  gentleman,  and  therefore  I  will 
not  oppose  his  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  A  bill  similar  to 
this,  appropriating  the  same  amount  of  prize 
money,  $190,000,  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  Thirty- Ninth,  the  Fortieth,  and 
tlie  Forty- First  Congresses.  The  measure  was 
in  each  case  delayed  in  the  Senate,  where  there 
has  never  been,  perhaps,  an  unembarrassed 
vote  upon  the  question.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  at  the  last  session  of  Congress  the  bill  was 
coupled  with  an  appropriation  of  the  money 
from  the  Japanese  indemnitv  fund,  which  sug- 

fested  objections  here  as  well  as  in  the  Senate, 
t  was  for  this  reason,  I  think,  that  the  meatmre 
never  reached  a  final  vote  in  the  Senate.  But 
the  bill  has  three  times  passed  this  House  with 
very  little  oppositi&n  except  upon  the  ground 
I  have  suggested,  and  I  hope  it  will  meet  with 
DO  opposition  now. 

The  bill,  as  now  perfected,  is  in  accordance 
with  the  recommendation  of  Secretary  Welles 
soon  after  the  time  this  great  exploit  came  off. 
He  suggested  an  appropriation  of  $190,000, 
which,  according  to  an  appraisement  which 
was  had,  was  the  value  of  tlie  vessel  destroyed. 
Mr.  Speaker,  we  have  never  bad  in  all  the 
annals  of  our  naval  service  anything  more 
brilliant  than  this  achievement.  Of  course 
the  circumstances  connected  with  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Alabama,  as  well  as  her  fitting  out, 
are  familiar  to  every  one  here.  This  was  the 
most  important  naval  battle  of  the  war.  It 
was  a  square  stand-up  fight,  a  contest  not  so 
much  between  Union  and  confederate  sailors, 
but  between  Union  sailors  and  picked  and 
trained  Englishmen,  onavessel  built,  equipped, 
and  manned  by  England.  The  Alabama  or 
''  The  290"  was  constructed  expressly  for  the 
confederates,  by  Laird,  a  Liverpool  ship- 
builder, who  was  also  a  member  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  and  against  the  urgent  remon- 
strance of  the  American  minister  was  permit- 
ted by  the  British  Qovernment  to  escape  July 
29,  1862.  She  went  to  Terceira  in  command 
of  an  English  captain,  and  there  was  joined  by 
another  English  vessel  from  which  she  received 
her  armament.  Another  English  vessel  brought 
her  Semmee  and  a  crew,  soon  after.  She 
went  to  sea  on  the  26th  of  August,  1862, 
hauled  down  the  British  flag,  and  hoisted  the 
confederate.  She  made  her  first  capture  on 
the  5ih  of  September,  burned  the  vessel,  and 
put  the  crew  in  -irons.    She    generally  ap- 

S reached  unarmed  American  vessels  nuder  the 
Iritish  flag.  Thus  she  continued  until  an 
end  was  put  to  her  career.  In  this  time,  as 
the  principal  piratical  cruiser,  she  burned 
and  destroyed  sixty-five  American  vessels,  and 
property  exceeding  ten  million  dollars.  The 
mdirect  damages  to  our  commerce  and  in 
keeping  alive  the  hopes  of  the  rebellion  are 
beyond  computation.  The  conduct  of  Captain 
Winslow  and  the  crew  of  the  Kearsarge  is  be- 
yond all  praise.  Nothing  in  our  naval  history, 
replete  with  acts  of  daring  and  gallantry,  is 
more  brilliant.  It  equals  the  exploits  of  the 
Perrys  and  Rodgerses,  who,  on  the  lakes  and 
the  ocean,  half  a  century  ago,  humbled  the 
pride  of  England  and  added  renown  to  our 
flae. 

The  capture  of  this  rebel  cruiser  filled  our 
whole  laud  with  rejoicing.  There  had  been 
nothing  like  it  in  our  naval  history ;  and  it 
was  the  more  impressive  because  it  was  ac- 
complished within  sight  of  the  English  coast, 
and  under  the  eyes  of  th«  English  people. 
When  the  Alabama  struck  her  colors  and 
went  down  in  the  presence  of  England ,  who 


had  from  the  first  encaura$;ed  our  enemies^ 
the  event  gave  to  us  new  courage,  imparted 
to  our  cauae  a  new  impulse,  and  revived  the 
flagging  hopes  of  thtt  uution. 

I  do  not  wish  to  enlarge  upon  this  subjiect. 
I  merely  call  the  attention  of  the  House  tu  the 
significance  of  the  act  which  this  bill  proposes 
to  compeuaate.  The  history  of  our  naval  war- 
fare presents  no  achievement  more  brilliant. 
It  has  been  customary  to  .make  appropriations 
of  precisely  this  class.  Two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars  was  voted  to  Commo- 
dore Perry  and  his  men  for  their  achieve- 
ments on  Lake  Erie,  aud  an  additional 
$10,000  to  himse.lf  personally.  The  whole 
estimated  value  of  the  vessels  destroyed  was 
voted  at  that  time.  For  the  British  vessels 
captured  ou  Lake  Champlain  $400,000,  the 
full  amount  of  the  vessels  destroyed,  was  voted. 
For  the  Algerine  vessels  captured  by  our  Navy 
$100,000,  their  full  value,  was  voted  by  Con- 
gress, although  the  vessels  were  afterward  re- 
turned to  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  In  at  least 
twenty  instances  in  our  naval  history  appro- 
priations of  this  kind  have  been  made,  and  for 
exploits  nothing  like  as  serviceable  to  the 
country  as  this.  In  all  those  cases  the  full 
valae  of  the  vessels  destroyed  has  been  voted. 
I  submit  a  statement  of  the  precedeuts  bearing 
upon  this  case : 

1.  Gaerrierre  by  Constitation ;  amonnt  allowed, 
$5U,006;  Marob  3, 1813.    (2  Statutes.  818.) 

2.  Java  by  Conetitution :  amount  allowed,  $50,000. 
8.  Peacock  by  Uoroet;  amount  allowed,  |26,U00. 

4.  Brig  Detroit  by ;  amount  allowed.  $12,000. 

6.  Reindeer  and  Avon  by  Wa«i>;  amount  allowed, 

$50,000,  (and  twelve  months  wa^es.) 

The  foregoing  amounts  were  given  witbont  refor- 
enee  to  the  amount  allowed  by  the  existing  law. 

At  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the  foregoing 
vessels  there  was  a  prise  law  existing  which  gave 
"twenty  dollars  for  each  person  on  board  any  ship 
of  on  enemy  at  the  commenoement  of  an  engage- 
ment, which  shall  be  sunk  or  destroyed  by  any  snip 
or  vowel  belonging  to  the  United  States  of  equal 
or  inferior  force,  the  same  to  be  divided  among  the 
ofBoers  nnd  crew  in  the  same  manner  as  prise 
money."  (2StaUit6fl-ai-Large.  page62;  actof  April 
23. 18U0.) 

f  tie  above  grants  seem  to  have  had  no  relation  to 
the  law  in  any  respect:  for  not  only  were  they  in 
every  case  largely  in  excess  of  its  provisions ;  but  the 
American  vessels  were,  in  some  oases,  of  superior 
force,  and  therefore  entitled  to  nothing,  under  the 
then  existing  prise  law. 

1.  The  Frolio  by  the  Wasp:  amount  allowed, 
$25,000;  March  3.  1813.  (2  Statutes,  818.) 

2.  Le  Due  Montt-bettot  Le  Petit  Chance,  and  L'lntrep^ 
ide,  by  Captain  Porter;  the  whole  value  of  the  cap- 
tured vessels;  April  18, 18U.   (6  Stotutes.  134.) 

The  above  vessels  were  condemned  **  for  violation 
of  the  laws  of  the  United  States."  and  the  act  gives 
up  the  portion  of  the  proceeds  that  accrued  to  the 
Unitod  States;  and  the  reason  assigned  is  *'  seal  and 
activity  in  capturing  the  same." 

3.  British  vessels  captured  on  Lake  Erie;  April 
14. 1814.    (3  Statutes,  130.) 

In  this  case  $255,000,  the  value  of  the  vessels,  was 
given  to  bo  distributed  m  priie-money.  In  addi- 
tion. $5,000  was  given  to  Perry,  besides  his  share  of 
the  above  ^rise-money. 

4.  British  vessels  oaptnred  on  Lake  Champlain, 
March  3, 1815;  value  of  vessels.  $400,000.  (3Suttttes, 
224.  2Z).) 

5.  Levant  by  Constitution;  amount  allowed, 
$25.000 ;  A^ril  26. 1816.    (3  Statutes.  301.) 

6.  Algerine  vessels  oapturcl  by  Decatur;  amount 
(Allowed,  $100,000:  April  27. 1816.  (3  Statutes.  315.) 

These  veaaels  were  afterward  given  up  to  the  Dey 
of  Algiers. 

The  existing  statute  regulating  cases  of  capture, 
like  the  foregoing,  seems  not.to  have  been  regarded 
any  more  than  in  the  other  cases  of  ''destruction." 
It  19  found  in  2  Statutes,  page  52.  (April  23. 1800.)  and 
provides  that  when  the  captured  vessel  shall  be  of 
equal  or  superior  force  the  captors  shall  have  the 
wUole;  when  of  inferior,  one  half. 

Judging  from  tho  amounts  given,  (and  without 
being  able  to  got  any  estimates.)  it  seems  a  fair  pre- 
sumption that  in  all  tho  above  cases  Congress  meant 
to  give  in  all  oases  (and  without  regard  to  superior* 
ity  or  inferiority  of  force,  and  with  no  reference  to 
the  statute)  about  the  value  of  the  vessels  destroyed 
or  captured. 

This  matter  having  now  been  bronght  to  the 

attention  of  the  House  for  the  fourth  time,  the 

bill  will,  I  hope,  be  promptly  passed.     It  is 

only  an  appropriate    acknowledgment  of  a 

most  significant  victory  in  a  conflict  not  so 

much  between  Union  sailors  aud  confederates. 

as  between  an  American  vessel  commauded 

and  manned  by  Americans,  and  a  vessel  built 

in  England,  equipped  in  England,  sailing  from 

English  ports,  ana  under  the  English  flag,  and 

manned  by  trained  Englishmen.     In  spite  of 
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her  superior  forces  and  superior  armament, 
she  was  destroyed  by  an  American  ressel 
manned  by  American  sailors.  It  has  now 
been  seven  years  since  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  made  the  recommendation  for  this  ap- 
propriation ;  and  after  this  long  delay  I  hope 
that  the  bill  will  receive  the  unanimous  vote 
of  this  House.  It  seems  to  me  there  can  be 
DO  objection  to  it. 

I  now  yield  two  minutes  to  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Butler.] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not 
think  I  shall  exceed  that  limit.  I  desire  to 
offer  an  amendment.  I  am  in  favor  of  this 
bill.  It  is  an  act  of  justice  due  to  the  verv 
gallant  men  who  did  this  brave  deed.  I  think 
the  appropriation  one  of  the  necessary  ex- 
penses of  the  war  brought  on  us  by  the  fltting 
out  and  manning  of  the  Alabama  by  English- 
men. I  have  in  ray  possession  an  affidavit 
made  by  the  surgeon's  steward  of  the  Kear- 
sarge,  extracts  from  which  I  give: 

'*  That  after  the  sinking  of  said  Alabama  a  person 
named  Kiof  was  brougbt  on  board  the  said  steamer 
Kearsaree  in  one  of  the  boats  which  brought  the 
wounded  to  said  steamer;  that  paid  King  was  very 
badly  wounded,  and  especially  by  large  splinters 
which  struck  him  in  several  places  in  both  body  and 
limbs;  tbnt  said  King  was  in  a  dying  condition  when 
he  was  brought  on  board  the  Kearsarge ;  that  he  ap- 
peared to  be  in  perfect  possession  of  his  senses  with- 
m  fifteen  minutes  of  the  time  of  his  death,  which 
took  place  about  one  hour  after  ho  was  so  brought 
on  board,  and  about  the  time  said  Kearsarge  entered 
the  harbor  of  Cherbourg,  returning  from  the  said 
action;  that  immediately  after  said  King  was 
brought  on  board  he  cameunder  the  surgeon's  care : 
that  1  bad  occasion  to  visit  said  King  frequently  and 
administer  stimulants,  but  it  was  too  late  for  any 
operation  to  be  performed  by  the  surgeon:  that  said 
King  was  told  soon  after  being  brought  on  board  that 
he  was  in  a  dying  condition,  and  seem«d  to  be  fully 
conscious  of  that  fact;  and  that  he  seemed  to  be 
grateful  for  the  attentions  which  he  received ;  and 
that  while  in  said  condition  and  under  our  care,  and 
with  apparently  a  full  consciousness  of  what  he  was 
saying,  he  made  the  following  statement,  which  I 
repeat  in  his  words  as  nearly  as  possible : 

**Tou  are  very  kind  to  me,  and  I  ought  not  to 
expect  such  treatment  from  you:  I  had  no  busineM 
to  DO  on  board  the  Alabama;  I  did  not  belong  to 
her;  it  has  served  me  right  to  receive  my  death  in 
this  way;  I  went  on  board  from  the  Decrhound; 
she  brought  me  from  England;  she  brought  others. 
There  were  fifty,  all  told,  that  came  over  in  the 
Deerhound  to  a«sist  in  the  fight  with  the  Kearsarge. 
I  am  sorry  I  haven't  longer  to  live,  for  I  leave  a 
wife  and  children  behind  me  in  England.' 

*'  The  above  is  the  substance,  and  as  nearly  as  I 
can  roooUeet  the  words  of  said  King.  He  spoke 
abruptly  and  in  the  intervals  between  the  spasmodic 
contraction  of  his  muscles.  He  was  in  great  pain  at 
times.  Ho  was  apparen  tly  about  six  feet  in  height, 
of  dark  complexion,  and  with  leg-of-mutton  whis- 
kers, and  I  think  ho  had  no  mustache.  I  wish  to 
add  that  ho  told  me  that  he  had  been  at  one  time  in 
the  English  service  in  India.  He  also  said.  '  I  was 
captain  of  one  of  the  guns  in  the  fight,  on  the  Ala- 
bama;' or,  *I  was  captain  of  one  of  the  Alabama's 
guns,'  I  do  not  remember  which.  He  did  not  seem 
to  be  a  common  seaman.  He  was  not  the  Martin 
King  who  was  one  of  the  crew  of  the  Alabama,  and 
who,  as  I  have  reason  to  believe,  was  tent  ashore 
with  others  saved  from  the  Alabama." 

So,  sir,  if  there  ever  can  be  any  direct  proof 
.that  this  confederate  vessel,  the  Alabama,  was 
fitted  out  and  manned  by  English  sailors  en* 
listed  iu  England,  here  is  the  direct  proof. 

While  I  agree  that  this  bounty  is  an  act  of 
justice,  while  I  agree  this  is  one  of  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  the  war,  I  want  the  loss  to 
fall  where  it  ought. '  Now,  as  we  are  about  to 
pass  this  bill,  1  want  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  fact  that  we  did  not  include 
this  necessary  expenditure  in  our  claims 
against  Bneland  in  the  case  now  presented 
at  Geneva,  oecause  it  was  an  expense  not  pro- 
vided for  by  law  when  that  case  was  made  up. 
Therefore,  I  move  to  amend  as  follows 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  will  hear  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  My 
amendment  is  that  this  amount  shall  be  sub- 
mitted in  our  **case, "  to  the  arbitration  at 
Oeneva  provided  for  by  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, as  a  part  of  the  direct  damage  sus- 
tained by  the  u  nited  States  under  the  generic 
term  of  the  Alabama  claims. 

BIr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  am  afraid  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 


setts will  embarrass  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
I  therefore  hope  he  will  take  next  Monday,  if 
this  bill  now  pass,  and  bring  it  in  as  a  sepa- 
rate measure.  Let  him  introduce  it  on  next 
Monday,  or  any  other  Monday,  as  an  independ- 
ent proposition. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  will  allow  this  bill  to 
go  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union.     It  makes  a  very  lar^e  appro- 

Eriation,  and  the  bill  is  in  manuscript,  never 
aving  been  printed. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachnsetto.  I  desire 
this  money  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in 
the  treasury  of  England  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, and  not  out  of  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States. 

As  the  rules  will  not  now  permit  me  to  offer 
it  I  will  reserve  it. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  This  bill  if  it 
pass  looks  to  a  future  appropriation  of  money. 
If  it  pass  to-day,  as  it  has  already  passed  sev- 
eral times  beK>re,  those  who  are  benefited 
under  its  provisions  will  of  course  look  to  Con- 
gress to  make  a  necessarsr  appropriation  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  it  into  effect.  Now, 
in  regard  to  the  suggestion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  my  disposition  is  entirely 
in  favor  of  the  object  which  he  has  in  view. 
I  am  in  favor  of  making  England  pay  not  only 
direct  but  indirect  damages;  but  tiiat  is  a  mat- 
ter which  ought  to  come  up  by  itself;  and  if 
on  any  Monday  the  gentleman  will  submit  his 
proposition  I  am  sure  he  will  receive  very 
strong  support  in  this  House.  I  hope  he  will 
not  press  his  amendment  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment. I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  ^*'  ac- 
cording to  the  law  regulating  prize  cases,'' 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  *^  according  to 
the  pay-roll  of  the  ship  at  the  time."  Now, 
Mr.  Speaker,  if  the  gentleman  will  listen  to 
me  for  a  moment,  I  think  he  will  agree  to 
the  amendment.  I  had  charge  of  a  similar 
bill,  which  passed  at  the  last  Congress  almost 
unanimously,  and  in  that  bill  it  was  provided 
that  this  sum  should  go  to  the  officers  and 
crew  according  to  the  pay-roll  of  the  ship  at 
the  time.  The  gentleman  has.  drawn  up  hia 
bill  in  the  usual  fashion  providing  for  distribu- 
tion according  to  the  prize  laws.  The  differ- 
ence is  that  by  the  amendment  I  propose  a 
larger  proportion  of  the  amount  will  go  to  the 
lesser  officers  and  crew. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  accept  the 
amendment,  and  now  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York. 

Mr.  COX.  I  met  this  bill  once  before  in 
the  Housej^efore  the  war  closed,  and  I  opposed 
it  at  that  time  successfully.  It  was  defeated 
in  this  House  after  discussion  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kbllat]  and 
others. 

This  is  a  bill  to  give  prize  money  for  prop* 
erty  never  taken.  *' Prize"  nieans,  in  French 
and  iu  law,  something  captured.  When  there 
is  a  capture  the  Government  gets  a  consider- 
ation, because  it  gets  a  captured  ship  or  cap- 
tured property,  and  it  can  afford,  when  it  gets  the 
property',  to  divide  the  money  among  the  crew 
which  has  captured  the  ship  or  the  property. 
If  this  were  really  a  prize  there  would  oe  no 
need  of  this  bill.  It  takes  a  special  act  of 
Congress  to  give  a  prize,  and  I  would  like  to 
know  from  the  gentleman  from  Conneciicut, 
[Mr.  Starkweataer,]  who  asks  us  to  pass  this 
bill  unanimously,  or  from  the  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Hale,]  who  says  it  has  been 
passed  unanimously  heretofore,  why  it  is  that 
the  soldiers  who  fought  in  our  war  on  land, 
who  captured  cotton,  and  captured  ships 
sometimes,  who  took  all  sorts  of  things  during 
the  war,  should  not  have  a  part  of  the  captured 
property,  as  the  English  army  in  India  had  of 
the  *Moot"  which  was  taken  by  the  army 
there? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  wUl  answer 
the  question  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Cox.]    The  gentleman  wants  to  know  | 


why  the  soldiers  should  not  have  a  part  of  the 
captured  property.  I  have  always  vcied  for 
all  the  measures  for  compensatioD  to  soldiers 
which  have  been  presented  here;  and  I  bop« 
they  will  have  compensation,  not  onl;  in 
bounty  lapds,  but  in  a  variety  of  other  vajs— 
in  any  way  in  which  the  Govemmeat  c&q  gire 
it  to  them. 

But  the  gentleman  from  New  York  stands 

up  here  and  objects  to  this  because  this  vu& 

destruction  and  not  a  cspture.    Now,  can  the 

gentleman  distinguish  in  regard  tocompeD»- 

tion  for  meritorious  acts  betweeu  the  tvo 

cases  I  will  name  ?    If  this  vessel  had  b«^a 

taken  as  a  prize  without  being  snok,  and  if 

the  same  gallantry  had  been  displayed,  aod 

if  there  had  been  the  same  ioss  of  lif«,  aod 

had  been  taken  a  prize,  why  then  the  gemle- 

man  says  this  would  have  been  all  right.  Tbe 

only  fault  the  gentleman  finds  with  the  p\- 

lantry  and  courage  and  conduct  of  the  Rear 

sarge  and  her  crew  is  that  they  did  too  mucb; 

they  sunk  the  Alabama. 

I  say  there  is  more  glory  when  the  Teasel 
is  sunk,  and  the  country  can  better  afford  to 
pay  when  the  Alabama  was  sent  to  the  bot- 
tom, than  if  she  had  been  left  in  s  portion 
to  steal  away,  or  had  been  only  pBr(lalITd^ 
stroyed.  As  I  have  said,  precisely  the  mm 
principle  was  recognized  when  prize  mnc«7 
was  voted  for  the  achievements  of  oar  gaK&a' 
sailors  on  Lake  Erie,  or  Lake  Champlain,  ar^d 
on  the  ocean,  under  Perry,  and  under  lh« 
Rogerses  When  a  vessel  of  the  eoemy  ^ai 
destroyed  it  was  considered  glory  enough  bj 
our  fathers  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  thej  voted 
the  same  compensation  as  though  she  had 
been  taken  a  prize. 

.  Will  the  gentleman  say,  after  this  Te»el 
had  ranged  the  ocean  for  two  years,  after  sbe 
had  destroyed  $10,000,000  worth  of  property, 
and  burned  sixty- five  vessels,  putting  tbfir 
crews'  in  irons — will  the  gentleman  say,  b^ 
cause  the  Kearsarge  sent  the  Alabama  to  the 
bottom  instead  of  taking  her  as  a  prize,  th&t 
these  men  shall  have  no  compensstion?  I 
think  not. 

Mr.  COX.  I  did  not  say  that  The  argn 
roent  of  the  gentleman  is  specious,  but  it  has 
been  already  answered  in  this  House.  1  do 
not  nndertake  to  say  that  these  men  who  cap- 
tured the  Alabama  were  not  brave  men,  heroic 
men,  men  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  this 
Congress.  But  my  point  is  that  when  mea 
enter  into  the  public  service,  whether  they  be 
soldiers  or  sailors,  and  make  a  contract  to  do 
a  certain  work,  that  contract  is  fulfilled  vheo 
they  are  paid  what  the  law  eives  them. 

This  whole  prize  system,  Mr.  Spesker,  is  i 
relic  of  past  ages.  There  is  no  reseoo  for 
applying  it  to  the  seas,  unless  yon  also  apply  it 
to  the  land.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
must  not  understand  me  as  depreciating.  ob« 
iota,  the  glory  of  this  deed.  I  do  not  onder 
take  to  say  a  word  that  would  detract  from  the 
gallantry  of  Winslow,  or  of  the  men  who  cap- 
tured the  Alabama. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  beliefe  I  most 
now  resume  the  floor. 

Mr.  COX.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  allov 
me  to  finish  my  sentence.  I  undertake  to  say 
that  if  he  carries  out  this  principle  he  oo^ 
take  a  share  of  all  the  cotton  captured  is  the 
South,  and  all  the  property  taken  which  liessot 
in  the  Treasury  iu  some  shape  or  other,  wj* 
divide  it  up  among  the  soldiers  as  thej  divide 
up  the  loot  in  India  among  the  geoerali  aod 
soldiers  instrumental  in  capturing  the  prop* 
erty. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  It  was  the  p^o|^ 
osition  of  some  of  our  Radical  friendvS«beD 
the  Army  took  possession  of  the  South,  toat 
wherever 
only  the   ^     -  _ 

Radical  friends  ^^ui.  ou  >«> «» »«/ ».— ^ 

should  take  posst^ssion  of  the  real  estate  m<^ 
divide  it,  but  the  gentleman's  friends  wott'd  net 
agree  to  that  proposition.  They  said^  *J,J* 
are  dealing  too  severely  by  the  Seuth/'    ''* 
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opposition  to  that  proposition  came  mainly  from 
the  gentleman's  friends,  and  altboaghldo  not 
go  Tor  that,  i  do  say  that  as  an  offset  in  the  way 
of  compensation  to  the  Army,  this  great  peo 
pie  can  and  will  and  are  tu-day  duius  I'or  ibe 
soldiers  sumelhing;  they  ought  to  do  more. 
But  th^t  is  not  a  reason  why  we  shod  id  not  du 
justice  here  in  accordance  with  the  principles 
of  the  law  of  prizes.  The  law  recognizes  the 
very  principles  of  this  bill,  and  it  bad  been  acted 
oil  in  scores  of  cases  in  this  couuiry. 

I   yield  a   moment  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks] 

Mr.  BANKS.     Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to 
say  that  there  is  no  foundation  in  principle 
for  the  distinction  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  makes  between  the 
men  of  the  Navy  and  the  men  of  the  Army 
in  regard  to  prize  law.    1  know  that  the  statutes 
make  a  disiiuction.     The  sailor  gets  all  the 
advantages  of  the  legislation  which  we  have 
adopted  for  the  benefit  of  soldiers,  and  they 
have  prize  money  in  addition.     Soldiers  have 
uo  claim  to  prize  money  in  any  case,  and  yet 
their  captures  are  not  limited  to  property  on 
land,  of  cities,  or  other  tangible  property  of 
that  nature,  but  most  of  the  soldiers  ot  the 
Army  know  very  well  that  many  ships  have 
been  captured  and  many  ships  .destroyed  by 
the  Army  in  the  same  way  that  the  Alabama 
was  destroyed  by  the  officers  and  crew  of  the 
Kearsarge,  and  there  is  no  foundation  in  prin- 
ciple whatever  for  the  distinction  which  gives 
sailors  prize  money  in  these  cases  and  denies 
it  to  soldiers.     I  do  not  claim  it  for  soldiers, 
Dor  do  1  deny  it  to  the  sailors  of  the  Kearsarge, 
but  1  say  that  the  soldiers  of  the  Army  are 
entitled,  in  equity  and  justice,  upon  the  same 
principles.     1  recall  one  instance  when  nearly 
the  entire  active  navy  of  the  river  Mississippi 
was  saved  by  the  men  of  the  Army,  and  if 
there  is  anj  justice  in  the  principle  on  which 
prize  law  is  founded,  the  soldiers  of  the  de- 
partment of  ihe  Gulf,  who  saved  to  the  Gov- 
eroiueut  the    Mi^isissippi  fleet  on  Ued  river, 
would  be  entitled  to  m.flioQS  of  dollars  for  the 
property  thus  saved  by  them. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  have  no  de- 
sire to  discriminate  against  them.  I  now  call 
the  previous  question. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Before  the  gentleman 
does  that  1  hope  he  will  allow  me  to  say  a 
word. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  No,  sir ;  I  can- 
not. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  to  make  a  motion 
to  tefer  this  bill. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore^  (Mr.  Dawes 
so  the  chair.)  That  is  not  in  order  pending 
the  demand  for  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded.  ^ 

The  question  recurred  upon  ordering  the 
main  question  to  be  now  put;  and  being  put, 
there  were-^ayes  60,  noes  42;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Messrs.  Stark- 
WXATHKR  and  Slocum  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  71,  noes  66. 

8o  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  first  question  was  npon  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Hai^B;  and  being  put,  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  ordering  the 
bilK  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time ;  and  being  put,  there  were — ayes 
62.  noes  61 :  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken;  and  it  was  decided 

in  the  atfirmative — yeas  90,  nays  68,  not  voting 

92;  as  follows: 

TEAS  — Messrs.  Areher,  A verill.  Banks.  Barber, 
Barry,  Beverldge.  QnorgeM.  Brooks,  Buckley.'Buf- 
fiotoD,  Beojamla  F.Butler.  Cobb.  Coffblan.  Oougor, 
Cotton.  Crocker.  Dawes.  DuoneU,  Eames,  Finkeln- 
bnrg,  Frye,  Uaia,Qcorgo  E.  Rarris,  Havens.  Haw- 
ley.  Hay.  Hoys,  John  W.  Haseltoo,  Hill.  Hosr, 
Hooper,  KeUey.  Kendall.  Lawpert,  Lansing.  Lowe. 


Maynard.  MeClelland,  MoCrary.  MeGrew.  Mo- 
Junkin,  Meroar.  Merriam.  Mitchell,  Mooroe^oore. 
Morey.  Leonard  Myers.  Packard.  Packer.  Palmer, 
Isaac  0.  Parker.  Peck,  Pendleton,  Aaron  F.  Perry, 
Peters.  Piatt,  Poland.  Priudle,  Raiuey.  £11U  H. 
Roberta.  Rogers,  Sargent,  Sawyer,  Sessions,  Sbunks, 
Sheldon,  Shoemaker,  H.  Boardman  Smith.  John  A. 
Smith,  Soapp,  Snyder,  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Spragae, 
Starkweather.  Stevenson,  Stowcll,  Strong,  Sypher, 
Taffe,  Thomas,  Woehinfrton  Townsond.  Turner, 
Twiohell,  Tyner.  Upson,  Wakeman.  Waldron.  Wal- 
lace, Williams  of  Indiana,  and  John  T.  Wilson— 90. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Arthur.  Bird.  Braxton, 
Barchard,  Caldwell,  Conner,  Cox.  Criicher,  Durrall, 
De  Large.  Donnan,  Doz.  Du  Bose,  l>ake.  Garrett. 
Gets,  GoUaday.  Uaideman,  Hancock.  Uaudley. 
Hanks,  Hurmer.  John  T.  Hnrria,  Gerry  W.  Haiel- 
ton.  Hereford.  Herndon,  Hibbard.  Holman.  King, 
Leach,  Lewis,  Manson,  McCormick,  MoHonry.  Mo- 
Intyre,  Benjamin  F.  Meyers,  Morgan,  Hosea  W. 
Parker,  Potter,  Head,  Ritchie,  Sherwood.  Sbol^or, 
Slater,  Slocum,  Stevens.  Storm.  Swann,  Terry. 
Tuthitl.  Van  Trump,  Vaufrhan,  Walden, '  Warren. 
Wells,  Wood,  and  Yoanr-68. 

NOT  VOTING -Messrs.  Acker,  Ambler.  Ames. 
Barnnm,  Beatty,  Beck,  Bell.  Bigby.  Biggs,  Bing- 
ham, Austin  Blair,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles.  Bright, 
James  Brooks,  Burdett,  Roderick  R.  Butler,  Camp- 
bell, Carroll,  William  T.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Ooburn,  Comlngo,  Crebe,  Creely,  Crossland.  Davis, 
Dickey,  Duell,  Bldrcdge,  Blliott,  Ely,  Famsworth, 
Farwell.  Forker,  Charles  Foster.  Henry  D.  Foster, 
Wilder  D.  Foster.  Garfield.  Goodrich.  Griffith.  Hal- 
sey.  Hambleton.  Harper.  Houghton,  Kellogg.  Kerr, 
Ketcham,  Kil linger,  Kinsella,  Lamison,  Lynch, 
Marshall.  McKee,  McKinuey.'McNcoIy,  Merrick, 
Morphis,  Neglev,  Niblack,  Orr.  Perce,  Eli  Perry, 
Porter,  Price,  Randall,  Edward  Y.  Rice,  John  M. 
Rice.  William  R.  Roberts.  Robinson,  Roosevelt, 
Rusk.  Soofield.  Seeley.  Sheliabarger,  Sloss,  Worth- 
inglou  C.  Smith,  R.  Milton  Speer.  Stouffhton,  St. 
Jonn.  Sutherland.  Dvright  Townsond,  Voorhees. 
Waddell,  Walls,  Wheeler,  Whiteley.  Whitthorne. 
Willard.  Williams  of  New  York.  Jeremiah  M.  Wil- 
son, and  Winohestcr^92. 

So  the  main  question  was  ordered. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid,  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HBNKY  UOOTKB. 

Mr.  HAYS,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  reported  adversely  upon  the  bill  of  the 
House  No.  64,  to  restore  Henry  Hoover,  late 
a  naval  constructor,  to  the  place  from  which 
he  was  dismissed,  and  moved  thst  the  com- 
mittee be  discharged  from  the  further  consid  • 
eration  of  the  bill,  and  that  the  same  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

K.  Bf.  OREKN. 

Mr.  C06HLAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2206)  for  payment  to  R.  M.  Green  for  the 
use  of  his  patent  by  the  Oovernment ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Navy  to  pay  out  of  any  surplus 
from  appropriations  or  other  moneys  belong- 
ing to  the  Government  and  at  his  disposal  the 
sum  of  $10,000  to  H.  M.  Green,  in  full  for  the 
use  by  the  Government  of  his  patent  machine 
for  bendine  chain  cable  links,  connecting, 
shackle,  and  tackle-hooks. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Does  not  this 
bill  contain  an  appropriation  ;  and  if  so,  must 
it  not  receive  its  first  consideration  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  provides  for  the 
payment  of  the  sum  **out  of  any  surplus  from 
appropriations  or  other  moneys  belonging  to 
the  Government  and  at  his  [the  Secretary  of 
.the  Navy]  disposal.''  The  Chair  rules  that 
the  bill  do'-s  not  make  an  appropriation. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  COGHLAN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
oA  the  table« 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 


CHARLBfl  W.  WHITNIT. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  reported,  with  amendment,  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  445)  for  the  relief  of  Charles  W. 
Whitney. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  appropriates  the 
sum  of  $61,000,  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treas- 
ury not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  Charles 
W.  Whitney  for  the  enlargement  of  the  iron- 
clad battery  Keokuk,  upon  the  execution  and 
delivery  by  said  Whitney  of  a  receipt  in  full 
for  all  demands  against  the  United  Siatf  s  on 
account  of  the  construction  of  said  vessel. 

The  amendment  reported  from  the  commit- 
tee was  to  strike  out  the  words  **  and  the  same 
is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated  to 
pay,"  and  to  insert  the  woras  ''paid  to;" 
also  to  add  to  the  bill  the  words*' the  said 
sum  to  be  paid  out  of  any  amount  bereafler  to 
be  appropriated;"  so  that  the  bill  will  read: 

That  the  sum  of  161.000  be  paid  to  Charles  W. 
Whitney  for  the  enlarsement  of  the  iron-olad  bat- 
tery Keokuk,  npon  the  execution  and  delivery  by 
said  Whitney  of  a  receipt  in  full  for  all  demands 
afainot  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  con- 
struction of  said  vessel,  the  said  sum  to  be  paid  out 
of  any  amount  hereafter  to  be  appropriated. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Does  not  this 
bill  cmtain  an  appropriation  ? 

Mr.  ARCHER.    It  will  not  when  amended. 

The  SPEAKER.  Suppose  the  House  should 
not  concur  in  the  amendment  ? 

Mr.  ARCHER.  I  ask  that  the  pense  of  the 
House  be  taken  upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  Non  eonstai  that  the 
House  will  s^ree  to  it.  The  Chair  cannot 
rule  upon  possibilities  of  the  future  action  of 
the  House,  but  must  rule  upon  the  body  of  the 
bill,  which  contains  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  Will  it  be  in  order  to  move 
to  go  into  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Private  Calendar,  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing this  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  would  be  in 
order,  but  if  agreed  to,  the  bills  on  the  Private 
Calendar  must  be  considered  in  their  order. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  I  ask,  then,  that  the  hill  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs 
with  leave  to  report  a  substitute  as  an  original 
bill. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

DISTRICT  BKFOIttf  8CUO0L. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  ask  leare  to  report  back 
from  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1088)  relaiinc  to  the  Reform 
School  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  com- 
mittee have  directed  me  to  submit  a  favorable 
report  upon  the  subject  in  writing)  and  to  ask 
that  the  Dili  and  accompanying  report  be  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection 
that  order  will  be  made. 

There  was  no  objeaion  ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

MART  M.  DODD. 

Mr.  PLATT.  The  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  have  directed  me  to  move  that  they  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  case  of  Mary  M.  Dodd,  widow  of  Matthew 
M.  Dodd,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Invalid  Pensions.  This  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  action  of  the  House  in  a  pre- 
vious  case 

The.  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Aflairs  will  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  this  case, 
and  the  papers  will  be  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

There  was  no  objection  ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

OaDBR  or  B08INB8S. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  morn- 
ing hour  has  expired,  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  that  the  Hou^e  resolve  itself  into  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  resume  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Arpiy  appropriation  bill. 
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NAVY-TARD   AT  NBW  TOBK. 

Mr.  HAYS.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  that  a 
memorial  which  I  now  present  relative  to  the 
bill  (fi.  K.  No.  1436)  to  provide  for  the  re- 
claimitig  and  improving  the  swamp  and  over- 
flowed lands  connected  with  the  United  States 
navy  yard  at  New  York  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  re- 
consider the  vote  by  which  the  memorial  pre- 
sented by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama  [Mr. 
Hats]  was  referred ;  and  also  move  that  the 
motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DIPLOMATIC  AND  OONSULAB  STSTKUS. 

Mr.  BANES.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  the  bill  (S.  No.  472)  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  '*An  act  to  regulate  the  diplomatic 
and  consular  systems  of  the  United  States,*' 
passed  August  18,  1866,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, be  taken  from  the  Speaker's  taole, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BANKS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

8B88ION  OF  SATURDAY. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  nnanimous 
consent  that  the  session  of  to-morrow  be  for 
debate  only  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
no  business  whatever  to  be  transacted. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accoi:dingly^ 

Mr.  G  AKFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  tbe  order  with  regard 
to  business  for  to*morrow  has  been  made; 
and  also  move  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ADMISSION  OF  UTAH  AS  A  STATE. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent,  laid 
before  tbe  House  an  abstract  of  the  returns 
of  an  election  held  in  Utah  on  Monday,  March 
18,  1872,  for  the  purpose  of  voting  for  or 
against  the  constitution  of  the  proposed  State 
of  Deseret ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

LAND  CLAIMS  IN  NBW  MKXIGO. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  transmitting 
reports  of  the  surveyor  general  of  New  Mexico 
on  private  land  claims  in  that  Territory; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pri- 
Tate  Land  Claims. 

SURVBT  OF  OOLOBADO  RIYSR. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
the  secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
transmitting  a  preliminary  report  of  a  survey 
made  in  comi)Iiaoce  with  the  act  of  March  8, 
1871,  for  continuing  the  survey  of  the  Colorado 
of  the  West  and  its  tributaries,  by  Professor 
Powell;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MBS.  DR.  MART  1.  WALKKB. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
the  Secretarv  of  War,  in  relation  to  services 
of  Mrs.  Dr.  Mary  E.  Walker,  rendered  to  the 
United  States  during  the  rebellion ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

GRSBN  BAT  AND  MISSISSIPPI  CANAL  COMPANY. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
penses incurred  in  the  arbitration  had  between 


the  United  States  and  the  Green  Bay  and  Mis- 
sissippi Canal  Company ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

LAND  GRANTS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  in 
relation  to  the  transfer  of  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States  to  corporations ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lduids, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SHIP-CANAL. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  joint  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  in  relation 
to  the  Niagara  falls  ship-canal ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

BLACK  RITBR,  OHIO. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  March  25,  1872,  in  relation  to  the 
need  of  further  improvements  in  the  harbor 
of  Black  River,  Oiiio ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  oti  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

GHESAPBAKB  AND  DBLAWABB  CANAL. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  March  11,  1872,  in  relation  to  the 
construction  of  a  ship-canal  from  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake  to  the  waters  of  Delaware 
bay  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CAPTAIN  CUABLKS  B.  WILDER. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a  request 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  claim  of  Captain  Charles  B.  Wilder; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

LIOUT-HOUSB,  SOUTHWEST  LEDGK. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con 
sent,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  ihe 
Secretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  March  20,  1872,  in  relation  to 
removing  the  light-house  at  New  Haven  har- 
bor, Connecticut,,  to  the  Southwest  Ledge ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

SEIZURE  OV   STEAMERS   AT   CIUDAD    BOLIVAR. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  in  relation  to  the  seizure  of 
the  steamers  Nutrias  and  San  Fernando,  at 
Ciudad  Bolivar,  Venezuela,  by  Commander  E. 
E.  Potter  of  the  United  States  steamer  Sbaw- 
mut,  and  Mr.  John  Dalton,  United  States  con- 
sul at  that  place ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

PILOT  COMMISSIONERS,  NEW  YORK. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  hv- 
draulic  inspector  of  the  Coast  Survey  Office,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  in  relation 
to  the  board  of  pilot  commissioners  of  New 
York ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIONED. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  they  had  exam-, 
ined  and  found  truly  enrolled  bills  of  the  fol^ 
lowing  titles;  when  the  Speaker  signed  the 
same : 

^  An  act  (S.  No.  494)  placing  the  name  of 
Theodore  S.  Comparet  on  the  pension- roll ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  805)  granting  a  pension  to 
Abigail  Ryan,  widow  of  Thomas  A.  Ryan ;  and 

An  act  (8.  No.  804)  granting  a  pension  to 
Margaretta  Becker. 
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LEAVE  OF  ABSBMGE. 

Mr.  CAMPBELL,  by  unanimous  consent, 
was  granted  a  leave  of  absence  on  accoaatof 
important  business  to  the  22d  instant 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan,  by  unanimoos 
consent,  was  granted  a  leave  of  absence  fo: 
ten  days,  dating  from  yesterday. 

Mr.  McKiNNEY,  b^  unanimoaB  coosent^ 
was  granted  a  leave  of'^abnence  for  teo  d&ys, 
on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

Mr.  PERCE,  by  nnanimous  coDseot,  wu 
granted  a  leave  of  absence  for  five  days. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania,  by  uosai- 
mous  consent,  was  granted  a  leave  of  sbieoce 
for  one  week. 

BRIDGE  ACROSS  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  froa 
Pennsylvania  will  allow  me  to  make  a  rtporl 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  will  if  it  wiU  gire  me  to 
no  debate. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  a  well-consideivd 
measure 

Mr.  DICKEY.  With  that  andentaodiDg  1 
do  not  object. 

Mr.  HOLMAN,  by  unanimous  coDsent,  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2207)  to  authorize  the  constructimi 
of  a  bridge,  ana  to  establish  the  same  a3  s 
post  road,  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  provides  thai  it 
shsdl  be  lawful  for  any  person  or  persoDS,  coai> 
pany  or  corporation,  having  authority  from 
the  States  of  Iowa  and  Illinois  for  such  pur 
pose,  to  build  a  bridge  across  the  Missiabipfi 
river  at  Fort  Madison,  Iowa,  and  to  lay  ou  oi 
over  said  bridge  railway  tracks  for  the  more 
perfect  connection  of  auy  railroads  that  are  or 
shall  be  constructed  to  the  said  river  at  or 
opposite  said  point,  under  the  limitatioos  aad 
conditions  hereiuafter  provided ;  provided  liut 
said  bridge  shall  not  interfere  with  the  (ttt 
navigation  of  said  river  beyond  what  is  neces* 
sary  in  order  to  carry  into  effect  therigbuand 
privileges  hereby  granted.  And  ia  cate  ot 
any  litigation  arisiuK  from  any  obstruciioa  or 
alleged  obstruction  to  the  free  navigaiioQ  of 
said  river,  the  cause  may  be  tried  before  tbe 
district  court  of  the  United  States  of  any  Sm« 
in  which  .any  portion  of  said  obstruction  oi 
bridge  touches. 

The  second  section  provides  that  any  bridge 
built  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  may,  ai 
the  option  of  the  company  building  the  saoie, 
be  built  as  a  draw-bridge,  withapivotorothi-r 
form  of  draw,  or  with  unbroken  or  contiuooas 
spans,  provided  that  if  the  said  bridge  sbuil 
be  made  with  unbroken  andcontinaouaspani, 
it  shall  not  be  of  less  elevation  ia  any  cas« 
than  fifty  feet  above  extreme  high- water  mark, 
as  noderstood  at  the  point  of  looatioo,  to  tbe 
bottom  chord  of  the  bridge  {   nor  shall  tbe 
spans  of  said  bridge  be  less  than  two  haadr*^ 
and  fifty  feet  in  length ;  and  tbe  piers  of  aid 
bridge  shall  be  parallel  with  the  carreot  of  tb« 
river,  and  tbe  main  span  shall  be  over  tbe  main 
channel  of  the  river,  and  not  less  thao  tbrt^^ 
hundred  feet  in  length ;  and  provided  ai»^> 
that  if  any  bridge  built  under  this  act  sball  le 
constructed  as  a  draw-bridge,  the  same  sbjul 
be  constructed  as  a  pivot  draw  bridge,  vitba 
draw  over  the  main  channel  of  the  river  at  3° 
accessible  and  navigable  point,  and  wiib  q^^^ 
of  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  uj 
length  in  tbe  clear  on  each  side  of  the  central 
or  pivot  pier  of  the  draw,  and  the  nextadjj:!- 
ing  spans  to  the  draw  shall  not  be  less  lu:*^ 
two  hundred  and  fifty   feet,  and  said  spanJ 
shall  not  be  less  than  thirty  feet  above  lov 
water  mark  and  not  less  than  ten  above  eitreia^ 
high- water  mark,    measuring  to  the  bottom 
chord  of  the  bridge ;   and  the  piers  of  s*:« 
bridge  shall  be  parallel  with  the  current  of  tw 
river  where  said  bridge  miyr  be  erected ;  »dj 
provided  also,  that  said  draw  shall  be  openeU 
promptly,   upon  •  reasonable  signal,  for  ^^ 
passage  of  boata 
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The  bill  in  its  third  section  provides  that 
any  bridge  constructed  under  this  act,  and 
according  to  its  limitations,  shall  be  a  lawful 
structure,  and  shall  be  known  and  recognized 
as  a  post  route,  upon  which,  also,  no  higher 
charge  shall  be  made  for  the  transmission  over 
the  same  of  the  mails,  the  troops,  and  the 
munitions  of  war  of  the  United  States  than 
the  rate  per  mile  paid  for  their  transportation 
over  the  railroads  or  public  highways  leading 
to  the  said  bridge ;  and  the  United  States  shall 
have  th»  right  of  way  for  postal  telegraph 
purposes  across  said  bridge. 

The  bill  in  its  fourth  section  provides  that 
all  railway  companies  desiring  to  use  the  said 
bridge  shall  have  and  be  entitled  to  equal  rights 
and  privileges  in  the  passage  of  the  same,  and 
in  theuseofthe  machineiyand  fixtures  thereof, 
and  of  all  the  approaches  thereto,  under  and 
upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  upon  hear- 
ing the  allegations  and  proofs  of  the  parties 
in  case  they  shall  not  agree. 

The  bill  in  its  fifth  section  provides  that 
the  structures  herein  authorized  shall  be 
built  and  located  under  and  subject  to  such 
regulations  for  the  security  of  the  navigation 
of  said  river  as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall 
prescribe ;  and  the  said  structures  shall  be  at 
all  times  so  Jcept  and  managed  as  to  offer  rea- 
sonable and  proper  means  fox*  the  passage  of 
vessels  through  or  under  said  structures,  and 
the  said  structures  shall  be  changed  at  the  cost 
and  expense  of  the  owners  thereof,  from  time 
to  time,  as  Congress  may  direct,  so  as  to  pre- 
serve the  free  and  convenient  navigation  of 
said  river.  And  the  authority  to  erect  and 
continue  said  bridge  shall  be  subject  to  revo- 
cation or  modification  by  law,  whenever  the 
public  good  shall  in  tlie  judgment  of  Congress 
so  require,  without  any  expense  or  charge  to 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  in  its  sixth  section  expressly  re- 
serves the  right  to  alter  and  amend  this  act,  so 
as  to  prevent  or  remove  all  material  obstruc- 
tions to  the  navigation  of  said  river  by  the 
construction  of  bridges,  without  expense  to 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HO L MAN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BNROLLBP  BILL  SIGNED. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  examined  and  found  truly  enrolled  a  bill 
of  the  following  liilej  when  the  Speaker  signed 
the  same : 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1588)  to  change  the  time 
for  holding  the  spring  term  of  Uie  United 
States  circuit  and  district  courts  at  Harrison- 
burg, Virginia. 

ABUT  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  DiGCKT,]  that  the  House  resolve  itself 
into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  Union  for  the  consideration  of  the  Army 
appropriation  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accoraingly  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  oa  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Holman  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
somed  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1541)  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 
1873. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  [Mr.  WhitthorneJ  is  entitled  to 
the  floor  for  fifteen  minutes. 

Mr.  WH ITTHORNE  resumed  and  concluded 
the  remarks  commenced  by  him  on  March  21. 
[They  will  appear  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  DICKEY.    1  now  yield  ten  minutes  to 


the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Cobitrn,] 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military 

Mr.  COBURN.  This  debate  has  taken  so 
wide  a  range  in  the  hour  and  a  half  which  it 
has  already  occupied  that  I  cannot  undertake 
to  review  all  the  points  which  h^ve  been  made. 
The  gentleman  trom  Tennessee  [Mr.  Whit- 
thorn  e]  who  has  just  taken  his  seat  has  seen 
fit  to  complain  of  the  large  expenditures  of 
the  Government,  past  and  present,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Army.  He  seems  to  have  for- 
gotten that  there  was  a  cause  for  these  large 
expenditures — a  cause  originating  with  the 
people  who  live  in  his  section  of  the  country. 
He  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  since  the  don- 
olnsion  of  the  war  there  have  been  minor  dis- 
turbances which  have  occasionally  required 
the  assistance  of  the  Army  in  making  arrests. 
He  seems  to  have  forgotten  that  these  expendi- 
tures for  the  Army  are  the  necessary  result  of 
the  efforts  of  a  portion  of  our  people  to  tear 
down  the  Constitution  which  he  sees  fit  now  to 
eulogize  so  much.  I  would  as  soon  expect 
that  a  man  who  had  applied  to  my  building 
the  torch  of  the  incendiary  would  come  and 
complain  to  me  pf  the  expenditures  1  had 
made  to  rebuild  my  house  as  to  hear  com- 
plaints coming  from  a  source  like  that.  I 
would  as  soon  expect  to  hear  the  man  who 
had  raised  a  pistol  and  fired  upon  my  person 
complain  to  me  of  the  expenditures  required 
to  meet  the  doctors  bill  and  to  restore  me  to 
health.  Mr.  Chairman,  complaints  of  the  kind 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  come 
with  ill  grace  from  that  quarter. 

I  stand  here  now  to  assert  that  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  Army  are  not  beyond  the  range  of 
a  reasonable  economy.  Should  the  gentleman 
look  at  those  expenditures,  item  by  item,  from 
beginning  to  ena,  with  a  reasonable  and  candid 
eye,  he  will  see  that  such  is  the  fact.  So 
much  for  that. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Slo- 
OUM,]  my  colleague  on  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Afibtrs,  saw  fit  to  criticise  the  expendi- 
tures made  by  the  Government  in  the. manu- 
facture of  arms,  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  arsenals,  armories,  &c. ;  and  he  asserted 
that  it  would  be  much  more  economical  for  the 
Government  to  boy  manufactured  arms  than 
to  make  them.  He  expressed  the  conviction 
that  the  Government  should  sell  its  arsenals 
and  armories,  and  purchase  its  arms  from  for- 
eign Governments,  or  from  manufacturers  in 
oor  own  country. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  fact  in  relation  to  the 
manufacture  of  arms?  Springfield  muskets, 
of  which  we  manufactured  eight  hundred  thou- 
sand' during  the  war,  cost  upon  an  average, 
including  the  interest  upon  money  expended 
in  purchase  of  gronnds,  erection  of  arsenals, 
&c.,  only  twelve  dollars  apiece,  while  the 
same  class  of  muskets  manumctnred  by  private 
parties  cost  about  twenty  dollars  apiece.  And 
the  proportion  is  the  same  with  other  arms. 

Mr.  8L0CUM.  Will  the  gentleman  permit 
me  to  say  a  word  at  this  point? 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  have  but  ten  minutes, 
and  the  gentleman  can  reply  after  I  get 
through. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  wish  to  say  that  the  gen- 
tleman is  entirely  mistaken. 

Mr.  COBURN.     Mistaken  in  what? 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  The  twelve  doUiirs  apiece, 
which  is  stated  ha  the  cost  of  Springfield  rifles 
when  manufactured  by  the  Government,  in- 
cludes barely  the  labor  expended  upon  them 
and  the  raw  material. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  have  a  statement  from 
the  ordnance  department  going  to  show  that 
including  interest  on  all  expenditures  in 
machinery,  buildings,  &c.,  twelve  dollars 
apiece  is  the  cost  of  these  muskets  when  made 
by  the  Government;  and  that  those  thus  made 
are  very  much  better  than  those  manufactured 
by  private  parties  at  twenty  dollars  apiece. 

Beside  all  that,  there  is  something  else  at 
the  bottom  of  this  matter.     Common  sense 


teaches  every  man  that  when  a  party  manu- 
factures an  article  for  his  own  use,  esseaiial 
to  his  business  or  essential  to  his  safety,  or,  as 
in  this  instance,  absolutely  essential  to  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Government,  abetter  arm  would 
be  made  than  would  be  made  for  sale.  A  man 
who  makes  arms  or  anything  else  for  sale  makes 
them  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  possible.  There  is 
no  small-arm  in  the  world  which  equals  that 
manufactured  by  the  United  States. 

But,  aside  from  that,  there  are  other  con- 
siderations. This  country  is  not  entirely  safe 
from  civil  war  and  civil  dissension.  When  a 
Government  directs  the  manufacture  of  its 
own  arms,  and  the  location  of  its  arsenals  and 
armories,  it  puts  them  where  it  pleases.  The 
question  of  location,  the  question  of  safety, 
and  the  (juestion  of  national  existence  enter 
into  consideration.  It  might  be  possible  that 
a  civil  war  would  spring  up  which  would  abso- 
lutely cover  the  entire  region  which  would  be 
occupied  by  private  manufactbries  of  arms. 
It  might  be  the  very  men  who  had  an  empire 
at  stake,  it  might  oe  those  gentlemen  could 
buy  up  a  few  armories  and  arsenals,  and  de- 
stroy them,  blow  them  up,  render  them  unfit 
and  useless,  and,  as  a  part  of  their  scheme, 
deprive  the  country  of  its  manufacture  of  arms 
for  the  preservation  of  its  life.  Why,  sir,  I 
would  regard  it  as  the  height  of  nonsense  and 
madness  to  go  into  a  policy  of  this  kind.  We 
ought  to  see  to  it  that  our  armories  and  arse- 
nals are  well  located  and  well  distributed  in 
the  hands  of  honest  people,  and  capable  and 
faithful  men,  in  times  of  peace  as  well  as  in 
times  of  war ;  and  I  stand  here  to  demur  now 
and  at  all  times  against  any  policy  of  the  Gov- 
ernment which  will  throw  the  manufacture  of 
arms  into  the  hands  of  private  individuals. 
We  have  no  reliance  if  the  Government  arse- 
nals and  armories  are  done  away  with ;  we  have 
no  reliance  on  the*  fact  that  these  arms  would 
be  made  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  now. 

So  much  for  that.  The  gentleman  has  seen 
fit  to  inveigh  against  the  slowness  of  the  ord- 
nance department  in  the  adoption  of  newly 
invented  and  valuable  arms.  1  am  not  here 
to  say  that  the  ordnance  department  at  all 
times  has  kept  pace  with  the  mventors  of  the 
age.  I  believe  with  him  they  have  been  a 
little  slow ;  I  believe  with  him  they  do  require 
a  little  stirring  up;  but  I  have  yet  to  learn 
that  that  has  beeh  done  with  any  corrupt 
motive,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  yield  for  five  minntes 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Dawbs.J 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  was  not 
here  when  the  debate  took  place  the  other 
day,  but  I  observe  1^  the  Globe  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Slocum]  used 
some  language  showing  he  had  fieJlen  entirely 
into  error.  I  know  he  did  not  mean  to  mis- 
represent, but  no  one  acquainted  with  the 
facts  would  use  the  language  I  see  he  used. 
I  will  read  from  the  Globe : 

**  What  are  wo  doing  ?  Fint,  we  establish  a  Gov- 
ernment workshop  in  oloee  proximity  to  similar 
shops  supported  by  private  enterprise,  theceby  tak- 
ing from  private  enterprise  work  which  is  for  more 
healthful  to  sueh  enterprise  than  eontributions  of 
money.  We  then  fill  our  workshops  with  politic 
oiaos,  andat  their  behest  pass  eight-hour  laws  and 
do  other  thin^^s  to  demoralise  labor  in  this  particu- 
lar braneh  of  industry ;  and  as  we  see  private  enter- 
prise decline,  as  we  see  one  establishment  after 
another  close  its  doora.we  appoint  a  congreasional 
committee  to  ascertain  the  source  of  the  evil,  and 
finally  oome  to  the  sage  oonolosion  that  we  must 
sustain  the  important  interest  by  appropriating  to 
it  some  of  the  people's  money. 

**  There  would  be  much  more  wisdom  in  aiding 
private  enterprise  by  giving  it  Government  work 
rather  than  (iovernment  money.  What  is  true  of 
oar  workshops  connected  with  the  Navy  is  eaually 
tme  with  regard  to  those  connected  with  the  Army. 
All  the  arms  we  need  can  be  manafacturod  by  pri- 
vate enterpris<)  at  one  tenth  the  expense  now  in- 
curred, and  the  work  will  be  equally  well  done. 

"  I  am  informed  by  the  highest  and  most  reliable 
authority  that  the  manufaettiro  and  repair  of  all 
the  arms  needed  by  our  little  Army  could  be  done 
in  Colt's  or  Remington's  factories,  without  necessi- 
tating the  ercctiou  ot  an  additional  building  or  tho 
employment  of  one  hundred  additional  men;  and 
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yet  to  supply  oar  Army  we  find  it  necessary  to  sap- 
port  one  general,  seventeen  field  oflicera.  twenty  i 
captains,  uod  twenty-six  lieutenants,  in  addition  to  I 
a  larffe  number  of  ordnance  store-keepers,  soldiers,  i 
mechanics,  and  laborers,  besides  keeping  in  repair  ' 
twonty-ceven  different  arsenals  and  armories  scat- 
tered throughout  the  Tarious  States  of  the  Union." 

Sir,  the  Springfield  armory  is  older  than  any 
of  the  workshops  around  it.  They  were  born 
of  it,  and  those  who  have  been  industrious 
and  honorable  men.  achieving  their  compe- 
tence, were  educated  in  that  armory  and  grad- 
uated from  it.  No  politicians  have  filled  the 
Springfield  armory.  It  is  as  void  of  political 
commotion  as  any  workshop  in  the  land.  No 
man  in  that  armorv  ever  asked  Congress  to 
pass  an  eight-hoar  law.  *  Much  less  did  they, 
when  Congress  forced  the  eight* hour  law  upon 
them,  ask  Congress  to  cheat  them  out  of  two 
tenths  of  their  compensation.  Then,  as  regards 
the  work  ihey  performed,  1  have  in  my  hand 
the  evidence  of  the  Remingtons,  to  whom  the 
gentleman  appealed,  When  they  sold  ten  thou- 
sand stand  of  arms  to  the  French  Qovemment 
that  were  not  yet  manufactured,  what  did  they 
do?  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  says,  in  his 
testimony  given  under  oath,  that — 

"As  they  could  be  done  cheaper  at  the  Springfield 
armory  than  at  ^be  manufactories  of  Remington  & 
(Sons,  an  application  was  made  to  the  Ordnance 
Bureau  of  the  Army  for  permission  to  have  them 
manufactured  there." 

Yes,  sir;  this  private  enterprise,  the  very 
one  to  which  the  gentleman  alluded,  having 
sold  arms,  and  finding  they  could  be  manu- 
factured cheaper  at  the  Springfield  armory, 
where  they  work  only  eight  hours  a  day,  than 
in  their  own  shop  where  they  work  ten  hours 
a  day,  mad6  application  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment for  permission  to  have  their  arma  manu- 
factured there.  The  gentleman  of  course  does 
not  mean  to  misrepresent,  but  in  every  one  of 
the  particulars  in  regard  to  which  he  has  made 
a  complaint  he  is  mistaken.  For,  instead  of 
the  armory  driving  off  private  enterprises,  pri- 
vate enterprises  have  sprang  up  aroaud  the 
armory  as  its  shadow. 

As  to  the  armory  being  filled  with  poli- 
ticians, there  is  no  politician  in  it.  As  to 
their  applying  to  Congres;!  fbr  an  eight- hour 
law,  it  was  Congriss  which  forced  an  eight- 
hour  law  npon  them.  And  last  of  all,  with 
the  eight-hour  law  forced  npon  tb^m,  they, 
by  their  industry  and  their  frugality,  and  the 
method  of  managing  the  business  in  the  Spring- 
field armory,  could  manufacture  arms  so  much 
more  cheaply  than  the  Remingtons  could  in 
their  own  factory,  under  their  own  superin- 
tendence, that  the  Remingtons  applied  to  the 
Springfield  armory  for  permission  to  manu- 
facture their  guns  there. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SLOC CM.  I  desire  to  be  heard  for  one 
moment. 

Mr.  DICKET.  I  give  the  gentleman  one 
minute. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  want  to  answer  one  or 
two  statements  made  by  the  two  gentlemen 
who  have  preceded  me.  It  has  been  alleged 
by  both  of  them  that  politics  do  not  enter  oar 
armories.  Now,  I  assert  on  my  honor  as  a 
member  of  this  House  that  at  the  time  when 
the  fate  of  our  Government  was  at  stake  an 
order  was  received  at  one  of  the  Government 
armories  to  remove  a  skilled  mechanic  and 
put  a  politician  in  his  place.  I  can  prove  that 
statement.  At  a  time  when  our  national  exist- 
ence was  at  stake,  when  we  were  manufactur- 
ing nrms  and  ammunition  upon  which  the  fate 
of  our  nation  depended,  this  Government 
removed  a  head-man  whose  labor'  was  inval- 
uable to  the  Government,  and  put  a  politician 
in  his  place.    I  can  give  the  names  and  dates. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Let  the  gentleman  tell  as 
all  aboat  it. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to 
say 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  Gentlemen  will  please  let 
me  alone,  and  allow  me  to  proceed. 

Mr.  BAN  KS.     Then  let  us  alone. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.    No  man  on  this  floor  will 


dare  to  rise  and  deny  that  our  navy-yards  are 
filled,  day  after  day,  month  after  mouth,  with 
politicians.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, [Mr.  Bancs,]  when  this  question  was 
formerly  under  discussion,  got  up  and  denied 
that  in  the  navy-yard  of  his  own  State,  that 
at  Charlestown,  politicians  were  employed. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Never.  Will  the  gentleman 
allow  me  to  explain  ? 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  have  positive  proof  that 
a  delegation  of  Republicans  came  here  and 
got  men  removed  from  the  yard  in  his  district 
I  have  evidence  that  delegations  appointed 
b^  the  Repnblican  organizations  of  my  own 
ctty  have  been  here  to  get  skilled  workmen 
removed  and  politicians  appointed. 

I  desire  also  to  say,  that  this  talk  about 
knowing  what  your  arms  cost  is  arrant  non- 
sense. You  talk  about  having  the  exact 
figures.  You  cannot  have  anything  of  the 
kind.  You  have  no  data  upon  which  to  base 
any  estimates. 

Mr.  DICKEY.     I  must  resume  the  floor. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  Yes,  you  are  very  willing 
to  make  assertions,  very  free  to  ask  questions, 
but  very  reluctant  to  afford  an  opportunity  for 
replies. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  want  a  moment  to  reply  to 
the  gentleman   from  New  York,  [Mr.    Slo* 

CUM.J 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  for 
one  minute. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  ask  any  gentleman  on  the 
floor  to  rise  and  deny  the  statement  I  have 
made. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  have  not  got  up  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.-  Let  me  go  on.  This  ques- 
tion has  been  discussed  by  others.  Let  me 
have  five  minutes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  want  to  say  to  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  that  I  never  asserted  that 
men  were  not  employed  in  the  navy-yard  at 
Charlestown  who  entertained  distinct  political 
opinions.  On  the  contrary,  I  know  there  are. 
A  Secretary  of  the  Navy  once  said  to  me  that 
Navy  officers  were  generally  Democrats,  and 
if  \ei\  to  themselves  they  would  fill  the  yards 
with  men  of  that  party.  What  I  said  was 
that  I  had  never  had  the  power  to  secure  the 
appointment  of  men  of  the  party  to  which  I 
belong  on  account  of  their  political  opinions. 
I  said  also  that  leading  Democrats  of  my 
own  neighborhood  had  said  to  me  coofiden- 
tiallv  that  if  I  wanted  to  get  a  friend  into  the 
yard  they  had  the  means  of  helping  me  do  it, 
which  1  have  not  at  all  times  enjoyed  under 
Republican  administrations.  Now,  1  want  to 
know  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  if  he 
has  ever  known  of  a  case  in  which  a  man  was 
removed  from  one  of  the  navy-yards  or  arm- 
ories because  he  was  a  skilled  mechanic?  He 
cannot  prove  Ihat. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  No,  I  can  prove  nothing 
of  that  kind. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Of  course  not.  I  want  to 
know  further  if  he  thinks  that  a  man  who  has 
political  opinions  is  to  be  condemned  as  a 
criminal  and  to  be  excluded  from  employ- 
ment by  the  Government  on  that  account? 

Mr.  DICKEY.     I  resume  the  floor. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  ask  the  gentleman  to 
allow  mo  to  answer  the  gentleOiaa  from  Mas* 
sachnsetts. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Oh,  I  have  allowed  the  gen- 
tleman longer  time  than  I  allowed  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachosetts,  and  I  resume  the 
floor.  All  I  have  to  say  in  reply  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  the  Brooklyn  distnet  [Mr.  Sio- 
CUM 1  is,  that  if  there  are  good  Republicans  in 
his  district  who  are  good  mechanics,  as  good 
as  Democratic  mechanics,  if  I  had  the  power 
I  would  turn  out  his  Democratic  friends  and 
put  in  .Republicans. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  Yoa  are  taking  a  very 
unfair  advantage  of  me.    I  allowed  you  to 


interrupt  me,  and  not  one  of  yoa  vrill  aUot 
me  to  bn  heard. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  It  has  been  donebjereir 
Democratic  administration  since  the  foQDuJ- 
tion  of  the  Government,  and  1  donoibLme 
them  for  it. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  You  dare  not  allow  ise  to 
go  on. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  do  not 
dispute  anv  of  the  facts  stated  by  the  geQtl^ 
man  from  New  York,  for  I  know  nothing  about 
it.  But  I  do  know  that  as  a  Repoblican,  if  I 
had  the  power  in  a  navy  yard  or  sofvlim 
else  to  employ  good  Republicans  in  pUce  of 
Democrats  I  would  do  it,  so  far  as  I  am  cot- 
cerned.  The  gentleman  may  hold  me  retpoa* 
sible  for  that  as  my  individual  opioion.  I 
would  do  it  in  the  navy  yard.  I  would  do  ii  ol 
the  armories  and  everywhere. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  Would  yoa  do  it  in  tioh- 
tion  of  law  ? 

Mr.  DICKEY.  There  is  no  violation  of 
law  about  it.  When  you  have  two  tDet 
equally  good  mechanics,  politics  toros  \k 
scale  always. 

The  general  debate  on  this  bill  bas  gone 
very  wide  of  any  provisions  of  the  bill.  rb« 
bill  is  the  ordinary  one,  providing  for  the  tup 
port  of  the  Army  for  the,  next  fiscal  jnr. 
Gentlemen  have  chosen  to  hang  apon  it  i 
very  general  debate,  a  political  debate.  I 
do  not  object  to  it  They  may  as  well  bug 
a  stump  speech  on  an  Army  bill  as  onioj 
other  bill;  but  there  was  one  remaxk  vh'ch 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  SLOcn] 
made  to  which  I  desire  to  call  his  stieotioo. 

Mr.  SLOCCJM.    Will  you  allow  me  lo  reply? 

Mr.  D iCKEY.  I'he  gentleman  has  bad  li 
day  in  court,  and  I  will  not  object  to  pnt^ 
him  five  minutes  of  mj  time  in  mydosios 
hour. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  You  make  charges,  mi 
then,  the  moment  I  rise  to  reply,  joa  cot 
me  off*. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  hAve  made  no  ehargt 
against  anybody.  I  simply  want  to  call  iK 
gentleman' s  attention  to  one  thing.  He  stated 
that  when  he  and  General  Grant  were  in  ihe 
Army,  and  General  Grant  was  a  li«ateoant, 
no  officer  of  the  Army  knew  any  poliiics.  H* 
says  they  did  not  know  the  politics  of  tbeir 
next  neighbor,  and  he  seemed  to  think  tbat  i 
very  desirable  thing.  Sir,  I  think  that  a  wj 
undesirable  thing,  that  any  man  in  this  cooo- 
try,  in  any  position,  should  not  onderstaod 
the  politics  of  his  country  I  And  I  congratc- 
late  the  gentleman  that  he,  wiih  bii  gr«&t 
military  reputation,  and  General  Grant,  ha^e 
got  out  of  that  slough,  and  that  they  do  undw 
stand  now  the  politics  of  their  countrj. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Are  you  wre  of 
that? 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  congratulate  them  thai 
they  have  got  by  the  day  when  with  the  officer* 
of  Ihe  Army  it  was  **  billiards,  flirting,  and 
Benny  Havens,  oh  I  "—that  they  have  not 
obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  politics  o( }^ 
country  and  occupy  distinguished  posiiwas- 
I  congratulate  the  gentleman  on  hia  great  sac- 
cess,  and  to  say  to  him  that  in  order  to  pfO« 
himself  an  able  politician  be  is  not  cailnl  upoa 
to  make  a  stump  speech,  however  good,  on  to 
Army  appropriation  bill.  I  think  tlie  gw^^ 
man  deserves  great  credit,  as  I  think  Oenw* 
Grant  deserves  great  credit,  for  their  sa(xe» 
in  the  new  fields  of  service  to  which  they  »^« 
been  called,  considering  their  want  of  an  early 
edncation  in  politics.     [Lfaughter.] 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  takw  occa- 
sion on  this  Army  appropriation  hilltooi«"^* 
the  question  of  a  reorganization  of  ooj  Uni* 
nance  Bureau,  and  of  the  propriety  of  lettiagw* 
Government  work  by  contract.    Sir,  ih(»«^ 

?uestion8  with  which  he  is  more  ftniihar  w» 
am,  questions  in  regard  to  •^^^'C**  .1,^"^ 
ordinarily,  and  even  now,  if  a  proper  hill  were 
submitted  to  this  House  upon  the  subject, sao* 
mit  to  his  superior  judgment  Butailo*** 
to  suggest  to  that  gaotieman  that  they  tn 
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questions  that  hare  agitated  the  Army  ever 
since  it  was  an  Army.  I  sabmit  to  him  that 
there  are  other  reforms  in  that  Army  about 
wliich  he  and  others  equally  skilled  with  him 
differ,  r  Am  in  consonance  with  the  gentle- 
man, for  he  and  I  have  talked  over  those  mat- 
ters, and  I  think  with  him  that  there  are  many 
improvements  that  might  be  introduced  into 
the  Army.  But  let  me  say  to  him  that  he,  as  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  when  these  reforms  are  suggested 
to  him,  shoold  at  least  attempt  to  introauce  a 
bill  here  to  make  those  reforms,  and  not  try  to 
hang  a  speech  upon  the  subject  on  a  bill  mak- 
ing but  the  ordinary  appropriations  provided 
for  by  existing  laws  for  the  expenses  of  the 
Army. 

Now,  in  regard  to  some  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Beck,]  I  beg 
leave  to  reserve  what  1  may  have  to  say  in  ref- 
erence to  them,  inasmuch  as  he  proposes  to 
revise  those  remarks.  When  he  made  them 
he  spoke  upon  data  and  made  charges  against 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  delivered  a  pre- 
pared oration,  and  started  upon  a  fierce  hunt 
after  him,  and  since  then  he  has  found  out  that 
the  tox  which  he  thought  he  caught  was  not 
the  real  i^eiiuine  thing. 

Mr.  BECK.  Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 
to  internipt  him  a  moment? 
Mr.  DICKEY.  Certainly. 
Mr.  BBCK.  I  found  after  I  got  through 
that  I  had  not  told  half  the  truth;  that  the  ex- 
penditures of  the  quartermaster's  department 
were  $108,000, OOOinstead of $60,000,000.  The 
Secretary  of  War  to  this  day  refuses  to  tell  us 
what  those  expenditures  have  been. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  am  perfectly  astonished 
that  the  gentleman  did  not  tell  the  half  of  the 
truth.  Ue  generally  tells  the  whole  of  it  at 
least. 

Mr.  BECK.  You  were  much  worse  than  I 
bad  supposed. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  have  no  doubt  that  before 
the  gentleman  gets  through  he  will  tell  not 
only  ail  the  truth,  but  much  more  than  all, 
though  unbeknown  to  himfelf. 

Mr.  BECK.  1  will  have  to  go  a  great  deal 
further  than  I  have  yet  gone  to  get  beyond 
it. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  The  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Whitihornb]  began  his  oration — 
it  has  not  yet  appeared  in  the  Globe,  and  thera- 
fore  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  reading  it — 
by  decrying  armies  and  navies,  by  endeavor- 
ing to  show  how  undemocratic  they  are,  how 
little  in  consonance  they  are  with  our  insti- 
tutions, and  the  necessity  forgetting  rid  of  them 
entirely.  He  followed  that  up  to-day  by  an 
array  of  figures  which  he  has  spoken  hurriedly, 
arid  I  suppose  no  gentleman  on  this  floor  will 
expfict  me  or  any  one  else  to  reply  to  them. 
But  I  will  state  to  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee that  the  great  mass  of  the  American 
people  have  no  fear  of  that  old  cry  of  the  danger 
of  the  regular  Army.  There  are  a  million  of 
disbanded  soldiers  in  this  country,  better 
soldiers  than  any  the  world  ever  before  saw, 
and  they  do  not  fear  thirty  thousand  soldiers 
of  the  regular  Army. 

No  person  in  this  broad  land,  except  wrong- 
doers, fears  anything  from  this  little  Arm^  of 
thirty  thousand  men.     No  peaceable  citizen 

Eursuing  his  ordinary  vocation,  leading  an 
onest  life,  and  supporting  the  Government, 
need  fear  or  does  fear  anything  from  this  little 
Army.  It  is  but  the  police  force  of  millions 
of  men  who  stand  behind  it.  The  thirty  thou- 
sand men  composing  this  Army  are  scattered 
over  a  territory  larger  than  that  occupied  by 
any  army  of  the  world.  They  are  at  more 
than  two  hundred  and  seventy  different  posts. 
No  single  regiment  of  the  whole  Army  is  found 
aggregated  at  any  particular  point.  The  men 
composing  this  military  force  are  scattered 
firom  Alaska  to  Key  West— from  our  Maine 
boundary  to  the  Mexican  frontier.  Som^  of 
them  are  in  the  Indian  territory.    There  are 


only  three,  four,  or  five  thousand  in  the  South- 
ern States ;  and  this  little  force  seems  to  excite 
the  ire  of  gentlemen  on  the  otUerside,  who  cry 
out  against  the  tyranny  of  the  Government — 
a  tyranny  enforced  by  only  three  or  four  thou- 
sand soldiers  I  It  is  not  the  number  of  the 
men  that  excites  them ;  it  is  not  the  Army ;  it 
is  nothing  but  the  fact  that  those  men  bear  the 
national  flag,  wear  the  national  uniform,  and 
are  there  as  the  representatives  of  the  national 
authority. 

Now,  sir,  I  had  not  intended  to  say  this 
much.  In  discussing  upon  the  Army  appro- 
priation bill  .the  politics  of  the  country,  I  have 
followed  the  bad  example  of  the  sentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  9L0cum,1  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Beck, T  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Vyuitthorne.] 
I  resume  my  seat,  and  ask  that  we  proceed  to 
the  reading  of  the  bill  by  sections. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  q/  Hmreeent' 
aiiveit  c/  the  United  Statee  c^  America  in  Oonffreee 
aeeembud.  That  the  followiog  sums  be,  and  the  same 
are  hereby,  appropriated  oat  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  for  the  sop- 
port  of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending  Jane  30, 187d : 

For  the  expemes  of  the  CJommanding  Qeneral'a 
office.  $5,000. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  That  motion  comes  too  late. 
The  enacting  clause  has  been  passed. 

Mr.  DAWES.  And  the  motion,  if  in  order, 
is  not  debatable. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  motion  is  not  de- 
batable. 

Mr.  BECK.  Then  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
pending  paragraph.  I  make  this  motion  in 
order  to  show  that  the  War  Department,  under 
existing  circumstances,  is  not  entitled  to  have 
any  appropriation  made  for  it.  Reference  has 
been  made  in  general  debate  to-day  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Dickey,] 
when  I  could  not  reply,  to  the  resolutions  which 
I  introduced  some  time  ago,  calling  upon  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  information  as  to  sales 
of  pro()erty  and  the  disposition  of  its  proceeds, 
and  it  is  now  said  that  1  made  an  attack  upon 
that  officer  when  there  was  no  necessity  for  it, 
because  he  had,  in  fact,  at  the  time  I  spoke, 
satisfactorily  answered  the  inquiry.  I  denv 
that  statement.  I  made  no  personal  attack 
upon  the  Secretary,  and  mv  resolution  has  not 
been  properly  answered.  The  resolution  called 
upon  the  Secretary  of  War  for  information  as 
to  the  expenditures  of  the  War  Department  in 
excess  of  appropriation  during  the  last  six 
years,  and  for  an  account  of  the  sales  of  public 
property  and  the  disposition  made  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  sale.  He  failed  to  give  the  informa- 
tion, contenting  himself  in  the  first  place 
with  sending  an  evasive  reply.  On  the  receipt 
of  that  response  this  House  on  my  motion 
adopted  a  second  resolution  demanding  the  in- 
formation ;  and  on  the  day  on  which  this  bill  was 
introduced,  when  I  made  the  statement  referred 
t0|  the  Secretary's  answer  came  in,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  gentleman  managing  this  bill, 
and  without  my  knowledge.  The  moment  I  was 
advised  that  any  response  had  been  madelgave 
the  Secretary  credit  for  it.  Just  here  let  me 
say  that  it  was  on  that  occasion  stated  by  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr,  Kbllet] 
that  a  communication  had  been  received 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
answer  to  my  resolution  adopted  two  months 
before,  relative  to  the  suspension  of  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  in  South  Carolina.  Upon 
that  statement  I  assumed  such  to  be  the  fact, 
although  the  result  proved  that  it  was  not,  but 
nobody  intimated  that  the  Secretary  of  War 
had  sent  any  replv.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
who  had  been  called  upon  for  similar  inform- 
ation as  to  the  sales  of  property  made  by  his 
Department,  more  than  two  months  ago,  has 
not  yet  answered. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  called 
upon  by  two  several  resolutions  at  the  same 


time  for  a  statement  of  the  amounts  expended 
by  those  two  Departments,  so  far  as  the 
Trea^urer*s  books  would  show.  He  has  notyet 
answered.  It  seems  like  drawing  eye-teeth  to 
get  any  information  as  to  illegal  expenditures 
of  money  by  any  official.  I  charged  that  the 
amount  expended  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment was  $60,000,000,  and  in  the  Ord- 
nance Bureau,  $17,000,000 ;  and  I  insisted  that 
the  Representatives  of  the  people  had  a  right 
to  know  what  was  done  with  that  money.  The 
Secretary,  in  response  to  the  second  resolu- 
tion, sends  a  general  answer,  in  which  he  does 
not  condescend  to  tell  us  either  what  was  done 
with  the  money  or  what  amount  of  property 
was  sold  to  produce  the  money  expended.  He 
contents  himself  with  a  statement  of  three 
lines,  which  shows,  as  I  said  to  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Diokby]  a  few  mo- 
ments ago,  that  I  had  not  told  half  the  truth, 
because  the  Department  has  spent  so  much 
more  than  I  haa  supposed,  and  is  therefore  in 
that  much  worse  position  than  I  stated. 

The  Secretary  wholly  fails  to  tell  us  what 
has  been  done  with  the  money  expended,  ex- 
cept to  let  us  know  that  all  proceeds  of  such 
sales  are  gone,  so  that  we  cannot  get  them ; 

fone  to  pay  what  the  officials  of  the  War 
)epartment  choose  to  consider  debts  of  the 
various  bureaus.  He  develops  the  fact  that  I 
had  greatly  underesti mated  the  magnitude 
of  the  sales  and  expenditures  made  by  the 
quartermaster's  bureau  and  others. 

On  page  4  of  the  Secretary's  response  (sea 
Executive  Document  No.  200)  the  following 
official  statement  appears  after  the  aggregate 
sums  ^re  set  forth : 

Making  the  total  amount  received  by  this  De- 
partment since  June  dO,  1865,  in  exoeas  of  its  appro* 
priatioDS,  $107,959,416  62.  All  of  thia  ha«  been  used 
m  payment  of  iodebiedness  of  the  Department,  ex- 
oept.  as  before  stated,  the  tam  of  $2,277,81)7  64. 

Very  reapectfully.  your  obedient  servant, 

ROBERT  ALLEN. 
AfUing  Quartermaeter^  Brev,  Maj.  Qen,  U,  8»  A, 

Hon.  Secrstaby  of  War. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  quartermaster's 
department  alone,  leaving  out  all  the  others, 
has  in  the  last  six  years  spent  over  one  hun- 
dred and  five  million  dollars  received  from 
public  property  sold,  in  addition  to  all  appro- 
priations made  by  Congress.  We  are  not  told 
what  debts  have  been  paid,  what  evidence  has 
been  required,  what  portion  has  gone  to  the 
agents,  lobbyists,  and  pets  of  the  department 

The  whole  matter  is  summarily  disposed  of 
with  the  statement  *^  We  have  used  it  to  pay 
our  debts,''  virtually  saying  it  is  none  of  your 
business  to  require  us  to  inform  you  what  debts 
we  paid ;  it  is  enough  for  you  to  know  that 
yon  cannot  have  any  of  the  monev  to  reappro- 
priate  or  diminish  the  burdens  of  taxation  ;  it 
was  our  money,  charged  to  us  when  the  ori- 
ginal appropriation  was  made,  and  we  have  a 
right  to  sell  the  property  committed  to  our 
care  at  any  price  we  please,  and  pav  the  pro- 
ceeds to  an^  friend  we  please,  and  to  r^ecft 
all  such  claims  as  are  presented  by  persons 
either  unfriendly  to  us,  or  who  would  not  divide 
fairly.  This  exhibit  shows  how  hollow  all 
pretenses  are  that  the  expenses  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  the  last  six  years  can  be  ascer- 
tained by  examining  the  appropriations  made 
by  Congress  during  those  years,  yet  no  mem- 
ber of  the  msjority  has  ever  admitted  that 
there  has  been  a  dollar  expended  beyond  what 
the  appropriation  bills  show. 

I  want  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  DiCKET,]  or  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Dawes, J  or  any  other  gentle- 
man on  the  other  side  of  the  House  to  show 
Hhe  authority  under  which  all  this  was  done. 
The  quartermaster's  department,  as  the  Sec- 
retary shows,  sold  $107,979,416  worth  of  pub- 
lic property.  The  Surgeon  General's  depart- 
ment sold  $6,233,000  worth  of  property;  the 
ordnance  department  sold  $17,000,000;  the 
engineer's  department  about  $6,000,000,  and 
the  Freedmen's  Bureau  aboat  $2,000,000,  ae  ' 
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tbey  ftdmit.  All  of  these  make  in  the  aggre- 
gate $188,000,000  spent  by  these  various 
bureaos  of  the  War  Department  in  excess  of 
the  appropriations  made  by  Congress.  And 
in  a  note  ander  date  of  March  1*2  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  states  that  the  Freedmen's  Bareau 
reported  to  the  War  Department  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sales  of  Freedmen's  Burean  prop- 
erty were  never  covered  into  the  Treasury, 
but  *' accounted  for"  to  ^Hhe  Treasury,  and 
expended  as  other  funds  belonging  to  the 
Bnrean ;"  and  whenever  we  leam  the  truth  as 
to  the  property  sold  by  the  Freedmen^s  Bureau 
they  will  not  fall  short  of  $25,000,000.  The 
War  Department,  even  according  to  the  vague 
statement  furnished,  has  spent  in  excess  of 
the  appropriations  from  one  hundred  and  fifty 
to  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  million  dollars, 
and  used  it  as  a  corruption  fund  to  buy  ad- 
herents and  secure  fealty  to  the  Republican 
party.  I  am  satisfied  that  is  where  the  money 
has  gone  in  great  part ;  and  yet  they  come  here 
year  after  year  to  demand  appropriations,  and 
almost  insult  the  people's  Representatives 
when  they  are  asked  what  they  have  done  with 
the  people's  money: 

Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  become  so  accus- 
t-omed  to  talk  about  millions  and  hundreds  of 
millions  of  dollars  lately,  that  even  the  vast 
rium  squandered  by  the  Quartermaster's  Bureau 
is  treated  as  a  small  matter,  just  as  the  $250,- 
000,000  out  of  which  the  impoverished  South 
has  been  plundered  by  the  carpet-bag  emis- 
saries of  Congress  is  looked  upon  as  a  mere 
bagatelle  which  their  efforts  on  behalf  of  the 
Radical  party  fairly  entitled  them  to.  Yet 
$105,000,000  is  a  very  considerable  sum.  All 
the  members  of  this  House  could  not  count  it 
in  two  weeks  in  gold  dollars  if  they  worked 
from  sunrise  to  sunset  every  day ;  it  weighs, 
in  gold,  over  two  hundred  and  thirty-six  tons, 
being  about  two  and  a  quarter  tons  to  the  mil- 
lion dollars ;  if  loaded  in  wagons  containing  a 
ton  of  gold  each,  the  teams  could  not  stand  on 
Pennsylvania  avenue,  in  double  row  between 
the  Capitol  and  the  White  House.  Yet  a  quar- 
termaster in  the  War  Department  can  divide 
it  out,  and  the  Seretary  of  War  become  indig- 
nant if  Congress  ventures  to  ask  him  what  has 
been  done  with  it. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman's  time 
has  expired. 

Mr.  DAWES  rose. 

Mr.  BECK.  1  wish  to  occupy  only  five 
minures  further.  If  the  House  will  give  me 
five  minutes  further  I  will  quit  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  will  give  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  my  five  minutes,  if  it  be  agreed 
I  shall  have  ten  minutes  when  he  has  con- 
cluded. 

Mr.  BECK.  Yes,  and  I  will  say  nothing 
more  about  it. 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  COBURN.     Yes,  I  object. 

Mf.  DAWES.     I  desire  merely  to  say 

Mr.  BECK.  Five  minutes'  time  is  all  I 
want,  and  then  I  have  done. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
be  allowed  to  make  his  remarks  continuously. 

Mr.  COBURN.     1  object  to  it. 

Mr.  DICKEY.     He  can  get  the  floor  a^in. 

Mr.  BECK.  It  does  not  make  any  differ- 
ence to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  for  I  ban 
get  the  floor  soon  again. 

Mr.  COBURN.     I  object. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  recnrs  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  to  strike  out  the 
paragraph. 

'  Mr.  DAWES.  I  desire  to  say,  Mr.  Cbair^ 
man,  that  the  gentleman,  when  this  bill  was^ 
before  the  House  before,  complained  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  neglected  to  answer  his 
resolution,  when  the  answer  to  his  resolution 
6t  that  very  moment  was  lying  on  the  Speaker's 
table,  sent  the  day  before.  Of  course  the  gen- 
tleman ought  to  know  it.  It  is  due  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  that  the  fact  should  be  known  that 


immediately  upon  the  presentation  b^  him  of 
his  second  resolution  it  was  answered  instantly 
with  all  the  dispatch  possible. 

I  have  always  understood  the  gentleman  him- 
self to  have  admitted  that  his  first  resolution 
was  of  so  broad  a  character  that  it  was  impos- 
sible for  the  Secretary  of  War  to  answer  it. 
Afterward  he  made  out  a  new  resolution,  which 
was  less  particular  and  required  less  labor, 
and  with  which  he  expressed  himself  entirely 
satisfied.  The  answer  to  that  was  upon  the 
Speaker's  table  the  day  before  he  made  this 
attack  upon  the  Secretary,  bat  it  had  not  been 
opened  until  that  day.  It  was  opened  and  pre- 
sented to  the  House  when  the  gentleman  made 
this  attack. 

I  do  not  exactly  know  what  the  gentleman's 
complaint  is,  but  it  seems  to  be  this :  he  speaks 
of  the  enormous  sums  expended  in  the  War 
Department.  No  doubt  enormous  sums  have 
been  expended.  The  war  itself,  out  of  which 
that  expenditure  grew,  was  the  most  gigantic 
war  in  the  annals  of  the  world,  and  the  ex- 
penditures consequent  upon  it  were  equally 
gigantic.  But  if  the  gentleman  knows  that  a 
dollar  expended  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment was  not  properly  expended,  then 
he  has  ground  for  an  accusation  against  the 
officer  under  whose  administration  that  dollar 
was  expended.  None  of  these  expenditures 
were  made  under  the  administration  of  the 
present  Secretary  of  War  at  all.  They  were 
made  under  the  administration  of  fofmer  Sec- 
retaries of  War.  But  whoever  administered 
the  Government,  the  administfation  of  the 
War  Department,  whether  in  the  hands  of 
friend  or  foe,  should  be  held  accountable  for 
any  dollar  expended  fraudulently  or  improp- 
erlv. 

The  trouble  with  the  gentleman  is  that  he 
wants  instantly,  without  allowing  any  time  or 
any  appropriation  of  money,  all  the  accounts 
of  the  War  Department  since  1865  to  be 
brought  here  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  at  the 
same  time  somebody  to  stand  by  them  and 
explain  them  to  him.  The  accounts  of  the 
War  Department  during  the  time  covered  by 
the  gentleman's  inquiry  could  not  be  drawn  in 
here  by  a  span  of  horses  and  a  truck  cart. 
The  gentleman  has  no  conception  of  the 
amount  of  them.  The.  answer  to  the  inquirv 
contained  in  his  first  resolution,  about  which 
he  complains,  would  have  taken  all  the  clerks 
in  all  of  the  Departments  three  months'  time 
to  have  transcribed  and  put  in  a  form  to  be 
laid  before  this  House.  And  what  would  they 
have  been  to  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky? 
Nothing  but  Greek.  He  could  not  understand 
them  any  more  than  he  understands  the  plain- 
est thing  brought  to  his  sight  here  in  these 
discussions.  He  cannot  understand  the  fig- 
ures presented  to  him  here,  and  much  less 
could  he  -understand  all  the  complicated  ac- 
counts of  the  War  Department. 

For  instance,  the  gentleman  asked  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  instantly  upon  a  resolution  which 
he  got  passed  here,  to  tell  as  what  had  become 
of  every  article  that  had  ever  been  sold  by  the 
War  Department  since  1865  at  any  place 
throughout  the  whole  territory  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  sold  it,  to  whom  he  sold  it, 
and  what  the  seller  did  with  the  money.  Now, 
when  a  man  in  the  quartermaster's  department 
purchases  a  horse  or  a  barrel  of  flour,  he  some- 
times sells  that  horse  or  the  barrel  of  flour, 
and  with  the  proceeds  purchases  another  horse 
or  another  barrel  of  flour,  or  some  other  pro- 
visions for  some  other  place.  And  then  in  the 
course  of  the  necessities  or  the  exigencies  of 
the  department  he  sells  it  again  at  that  place, 
and  makes  another  purchase.  And  my  friend 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Beck]  gets  up  here  with 
a  great  show  of  indignation,  because  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  did  not  find  it  in  his  power  in 
three  days'  time  to  come  back  here  with  all 
the  accounts  of  the  quartermaster's  department 
to  tell  him  where  a  man  in  Arizona  sold  a 
mule  and  what  he  did  with  the  money  $  when  I 


he  purchased  a  barrel  of  flour,  the  name  of  tbe 
man  of  whom  he  purchased  it,  and  the  nanse 
of  the  man  to  whom  he  sold  it. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BECK.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out  the  last  word. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  baa  been  the 
amendment  pending,  and  debate  on  it  has 
been  exhausted. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Let  as  go  on  to  the  next 
paragraph. 

Mr.  BECK.  Very  well.  I  withdraw  the 
motion  to  strike  oat. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  expenses  of  recmitinc  and  transportation  $f 
reeraits.  $120,680. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  move  to  strike  oat  that  para- 
graph. I  do  so  for  the  pnrpose  of  continuicf 
my  former  remarks.  But  first  I  deaire  to  saj, 
in  answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Massacho- 
setts,  [Mr.  Dawbs,]  that  no  part  of  the  reso- 
lution which  I  introduced,  if  fairly  construed, 
would  have  required  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
state  what  he  had  done  with  amies  or  horse* 
sold  in  Arizona  or  anywhere  elae  if  he  bad 
merely  sold  them  to  buy  other  like  property 
with  the  proeeeds.  My  resolation  applied  lo 
moneys  arising  from  the  proceeds  or  sales  of 
property  which  the  Secretary  held  aa  a  public 
trustee.  The  $105,000,000  arising  from  the 
sales  by  the  quartermaster's  department  which 
have  been  disposed  of  in  addition  to  all  the 
appropriations  made  from  year  to  year  since 
the  war  closed  is  a  sum  worth  in<|ninng  aboot 
and  its  expenditure  is  not  to  be  either  laughed 
or  sneered  out  of  Congress.  It  is  a  mere  dod^ 
on  the  part  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  pretend 
that  he  cannot  answer  the  resolation^  and  it  is 
equally  a  dodge  on  the  part  of  gentlemen  oa 
the  other  side  of  the  House  who  say  so.  The 
answer  sent  in  gives  us  no  sort  of  informatioo 
except  the  general  admission  of  what  it  wu 
known  we  could  prove. 

Now,  sir,  they  have  received  and  spent 
$105,000,000  in  one  bureau  alone  from  sales 
of  property  since  the  close  of  the  war ;  that  is 
conceded.  I  have  taken  some  pains  to  put  tbe 
figures  down,  because  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawbs]  told  me  I  wts 
complaining  improperly.  I  have  examined 
all  the  expenditures  of  the  War  Department 
from  1791  up  to  the  present  time,  and  I  aa 
free  to  say  that,  in  my  opinion,  the  fathers  of  tbe 
Republic  would  be  amazed  if  they  coold  leam 
how  things  are  managed  now.  The  total  ex- 
penditures of  the  whole  War  Department  from 
1791  to  1812,  and  from  1816  to  1883,  apenod  of 
thirty-seven  years,  amounted  to  only  $104,925.- 
646.  The  total  expenditures  of  the  Goverc- 
raent  in  all  its  departments,  from  1791  to  1^12, 
a  period  of  twenty-one  years,  amounted  only  to 
about  $100,784,000,  or  $5,000,000  less  than  the 

3uartermaster's  department  alone  has  sqaan- 
ered  in  the  last  six  years,  in  addition  to  all 
the  vast  sums  Congress  has  annually  appropri- 
ated to  support  it.     Look  at  it  from  another 
stand- point.     Tbe   total   appropriations  for, 
and  the  total  expenditures  bv  the  War  Depart- 
ment from  the  fonndation  of  the  QoYemment 
up  to  and  including  1861  amounted  to  $5rl8.> 
856,226.   This  embraced  all  expenditures  in 
our  Indian  wars«  in  the  war  of  1812,  and  the 
Mexican  war.   The  appropriation  for  the  War 
Department  alone  for  the  year  1868  amounted 
to  $608,814,411  82;  for  the  year  1864.  $690,- 
391,048  66;  and  for  the  year   1865,   $1,030,- 
690,400  06.    It  will  thus  be  seen   that  while 
the  appropriations    for    1868    exceeded    all 
the    expenditures   from    1791  to   186:2    over 
$84,000,000,  and  those  of  1864  exceeded  them 
over  $121,000,000,  the  appropriations  for  1805 
alone  were  nearly  double  all  the  expenditures 
in  the  seventy-one  years  of  our  national  exirt- 
ence  preceding  1862,  being  $461,784,174  57 
more  than  all  combined.     1  am  not  complain- 
ing* now  of  the  frightful  amounts  stolen  snd 
squandered  during  that  war,  but  I  am  trying  to 
show  that  many  hundreds  of  millions  of  dollars' 
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vorth  of  property  purchased  wUh  the  vaal 
sams  which  I  have  showa  were  wrang  by  tax* 
ation  from  a  auffering  people  and  placed  in  the 
custody  of  the  War  Department|  remained  in 
possession  of  the  officials  after  the  war  closed) 
82,334,38,6860  54,  a  sum  larger  than  our  ac- 
knowledged national  debt,  had  in  the  three 
years  preceding  the  fiscal  year  1866  been  co- 
erced out  of  the  people  and  handed  over  to 
Mr.  Stanton,  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  and 
his  sabordioates. 

The  war  ▼irtually  closed  early  in  April,  1865, 
by  the  fall  of  Richmond  and  the  surrender  of 
the  confederate  armies.  The  enormous  appro- 
priation of  $1,030,090,400  for  that  year  was 
of  course  unnecessary  in  great  part.  Sherman 
had  subsisted  his  army  on  the  confederacy 
nearly  all  the  previous  winter.  Large  con- 
traicts  for  supplies  after  April  were  counter- 
manded* and  the  War  Department  held  untold 
millions  of  the  people's  money  or  its  proceeds, 
which  has  never  been  accounted  for,  and  when 
a  liepresentative  in  this  Hall  demands  inform- 
ation on  the  subject,  as  1  have  done  repeat- 
edly, be  is  resisted,  opposed,  and  harassed 
with  objections  as  though  he  was  an  officious 
intermeddler;  and  when  at  last,  by  dint  of 
threats  to  resist  and  stop  appropriations  if 
the  inquiry  was  not  allowed,  whicb  the  Demo- 
cratic party  on  this  floor  authoriseed  me  to 
make,  and  pledged  their  support  to  make  good, 
I  at  last  got  the  resolutions  passed,  Congress, 
whose  act  the  resolution  became,  is  snubbed 
by  a  Secretary  of  War,  and  a  second  resolu- 
tion only  brings  a  general  statement  of  the 
amounts  received,  without  deigning  to  tell  us 
either  what  has  been  sold  or  what  has  been 
done  with  the  money,  except  that  it  is  all 
spent. 

The  day  of  reckoning  is  at  hand.  The  p^> 
pie  begin  to  understand  that  the  whole  ad 'ain- 
istration  of  the  Government  is  reeking  with 
corruption.  The  investigations  recently  insti^ 
tated  hardly  penetrate  the  bark.  The  core 
will  be  reached  if  we  ever  get  a  majority  on 
this  floor  and  can  demand  a  thorough  investi- 
{ration  of  the  books  of  the  various  Kxecutive 
Departments  of  this  Government.  We  will 
tber.  know  what  and  how  mucli  property  was 
sold  in  order  to  produce  the  $107,969,416  G2 
which  the  Quartermaster  General  says  he  has 
received  and  spent  in  excess  of  all  appropria- 
tions. We  will  learn  what  it  took  to  produo^ 
the  $17,132,027  73  which  the  chief  of  ord 
iiuuce  says  he  has  obtained  from  the  sales  of 
the  property  of  our  constituents.  We  will  try 
and  learn  what  baa  been  done  with  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  three  hundred  and  sizty-tbree 
ships  which  we  know  officially  have  been  sold 
by  the  Navy  Department,  as  well  as  of  the 
Giber  untold  millions  which  have  gone  to  en- 
rich the  political  parasites  who,  from  paupers 
and  bankrupts,  have  become  millionaires  on 
beggarly  salaries* 

It  is  slowly  but  surely  penetrating  the  brain 
of  a  confiding  and  long-suffering  people  that 
all  the  robberies  perpetrated  under  the  guise 
of  reconstruction  were  only  part  of  a  scheme 
of  purchasing  party  fealty  and  subservience; 
that  the  proceeds  of  public  property  which  the 
Secretary  of  War  justly  says  has  been  *^sold 
iu  immense  quantities  at  public  and  private 
sale,"  have  been  paid  out  for  the  same  pur- 
poses;  .that  the  tenure  of  office  bill  was 
passed  to  prevent  President  Johnson  from 
removing  partisao  and  corrupt  officials,  and 
from  placing  men  in  power  who  would  expose 
the  frauds  and  corruption  rampant  in  every  de- 
partment ;  that  the  startling  statement  made  on 
this  floor  by  General  Schenok,wheo  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that  over 
$100,000,000  had  been  stolen  in  a  single  year 
iu  the  collection  of  the  single  item  of  taxes  on 
distilled  spirits,  by  or  with  the  connivance  of 
Uie  revenue  otficials,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
outrageous  acts  of  the  Executive,  and  Congress, 
and  their  official  minions,  are  but  parts  of  a 
system  to  purchase  loyalty  (so  called)  and  to 
auuntain  the  domioant  party  ia  power  and 


place.  Corruption  is  rampant  everywhere. 
Congress  and  the  Departments  are  alike  scan- 
dalized by  corrupt  rings,  organized  everywhere 
to  control  legislation  and  decisions,  which,  un- 
less stopped,  will  bring  disgrace  on  all  the 
members  of  Congress,  however  honest  they 
may  be. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CE A 1 BM AN.  The  time  of  the  gentle- 
man has  expired. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  have  prepared  some  figures 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  attention  to  a  bill  to' 
stop  this  corruption,  and  I  ask  that  they  be 
printed  in  the  Globe. 

Mr.  DAWES.    I  object. 

Mr.  BECK.  Does  the  gentleman  object  to 
my  having  the  figures  printed  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  ought  not  to 
ask  leave  to  have  printed  an  attack  upon  the 
Government. 

Mr.  BECK.  Then  I  give  notice  again,  as  I 
have  done  heretofore,  t£st  1  will  object  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes] 
or  any  other  gentleman  on  the  other  side 
obtaining  unanimous  consent  to  have  printed 
in  the  Globe  what  they  do  not  actually  speak 
in  the  House.  1  have  introduced  a  bill  and  had 
it  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  to  try 
and  stop  the  corruption  of  lobbyists  here,  and 
these  are  the  figures  upon  it. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  For  my  part  I  want  to 
hear  the  gentleman's  figures. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  genaeman  understands 
why  I  object. 

Mr.  BECK.  The  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts shall  never  hereafter  have  a  chance 
to  have  printed  what  he  does  not  say. 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  have  not  asked  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not 
see  any  occasion  at  all  for  this  commotion  on 
the  one  side  or  on  the  other  of  this  House. 
I  am  willing  to  agree  to  some  of  the  points 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
Bkox.]  In  the  first  place,  he  insists  that  there 
were  $1,000,000,000  spent  in  1866.  Admit  it. 
In  1805  we  disbanded  an  army  of  fourteen 
hundred  thousand  men,  paid  them  off,  and  paid 
all  the  expenses  of  sending  them  home. 

The  gentleman  also  says  that  since  then  we 
have  expended  various  sums,  amounting,  I 
think  he  said,  to  $100,000,000  a  year,  to  keep 
men  loyal.  Admit  that,  also,  for  the  sake  of 
argument.  For  the  three  years  before  1865 
we  had  to  expend  over  two  thousand  million 
dollars  a  year  to  keep  men  loyal.  Now,  if  we 
have  in  the  last  five  years  reduced  the  ex- 
penditures from  $2,000,000,000  a  year  to 
$100,000,000  a  year,  that  is  a  great  and  eco- 
nomical reduction.  We  have  done  very  well, 
indeed,  if  by  any  means  we  can  buy  the  men 
of  the  South  and  keep  them  loyal,  instead  of 
whipping  them  to  make  them  loyal,  and  not 
doing  it  with  some  of  them  even  then,  i  think 
it  was  a  good  expenditure.  But  I  deny  the 
premises. 

It  is  easy  to  say  that  there  are  wrong  ex- 
penditures.    I  call  the  attention  of  the  Com 
mittee  of  the  Whole  and  of  the  country  to  the 
fact  that  with  ten  committees  of  iuvestagatioo, 
ay,  twelve— 

A  MfiMBBB.    There  are  fourteen. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Four- 
teen, some  one  says.  Let  it  be  a  score,  if 
you  please;  yet  nobody  has  been  able  to 
show  where  a  single  dollar  has  been  spent 
against  the  provisions  of  law.  If  I  am  wrong, 
let  me  ask  some  gentleman  to  tell  where  is 
the  evidence  to  that  effect?  That  great  ex- 
penditures are  now  being  made  and  are  now 
necessary  is  true. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  would  like  to  know  what 
the  sentleman  says  with  regard  to  the  testimony 
of  Mr.  A.  T.  Stewart  in  reference  to  the  charges 
that  General  Grant's  staff  officer,  Mr.  L<Mt, 
exacted  double  the  amount  which  he  was  au- 
thoriised  to  do  by  law.  Did  not  Mr.  A.  T. 
Stewart,  who  was  first  chosen  by  President 
Grant  as  his  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  testify 
before  the  committee  of  investigation  that 


George  Left,  General  Grant's  staff  officer, 
charged  double  the  rates  "for  storing  ffoods  in 
New  York  that  he  was  authorized  to  d o  ? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachosette.  That  did 
not  come  out  of  the  Treasury.  I  am  talking 
about  expenditures  of  money  from  the  Treas- 
ury. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  Nobody  alleges  that  they 
steal  right  directly  from  the  Treasury,  but  they 
do  it  indirectly. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  a3k, 
where  as  there  any  evidence  that  one  dollar 
has  been  taken  out  of  the  Treasury  by  any 
officer  of  the  Government  and  spent  contrary 
to  law?  I  should  like  to  know,  even,  whether 
anybody  says  that  Leet  spent  any  Government 
money  contrary  to  law  ? 

Mr.  MORGAN.  What  does  the  gentleman 
say 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  cannot 
yield. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  The  gentleman  asked  a 
question,  and  I  want  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Well, 
answer  the  question. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  will  mention  one  single 
item  out  of  the  thousands  that  could  be  named. 
What  does  the  gentleman  say  to  the  $400,000 
stolen  by  Paymaster  Hodge,  and  gambled 
away  in  Wall  street? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Oh,  yes ; 
when  I  asked  if  anvtbing  has  been  spent 
wrongfully  out  of  the  Treasury,  i  am  told  about 
adefaalter  who  came  down  to  us  horn  a  former 
Administration,  and  who  after  being  appointed 
by  a  Democratic  Administration  carried  on  his 
career  of  crime  until  a  Republican  Adminis- 
tration caught  him. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  And  a  Republican  Admin- 
istration punished  him. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BECK.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to  strike 
out  the  pending  paragraph. 

The  Clerk  read  the  succeeding  paragraph. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  move  to  amena  by  striking 
out  the  paragraph  just  read.  I  make  this 
motion  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  a  few 
additional  remarks,  after  which  I .  shall  be 
done  with  the  subject. 

3Ir.  Chairman,  I  have  made  no  statements 
which  are  not  verified  by  official  figures.  I 
have  affirmed  that  at  least  $138,000,000  has 
been  spent  by  the  War  Department  alone 
during  the  last  five  years,  besides  all  the  appro- 
priations made  for  that  Department;  that  it 
has  beeu  spent  without  the  order  or  authority 
of  Congress,  in  ways  of  which  we  know  not — 
spent  in  great  part,  as  I  can  prove  whenever 
an  investigation  shall  be  had,  for  purposes  of 
corruption  and  securing  party  feality.  1  am 
not  going  into  details.  I  do  not  know  how 
much  it  takes  to  keep  men  loyal.  1  do  not 
know  what  amount  was  required  to  keep  the 
gentleman  from  Masschusetts  [Mr.  Butler] 
loyal.  I  know  that  in  1860,  when  he  and  I 
were  Democrats  together,  it  was  more  trouble- 
some to  keep  him  loyal  than  it  was  to  keep  me 
loyal.  If  he  can  ascertain  what  he  was  worth 
then  and  what  he  is  worth  now  perhaps  he  can 
answer  the  question.  [Laughter.]  Gentle- 
men on  the  other  side  can  speak  each  for  them- 
selves and  tell  what  it  takes  to  keep  them  loyal. 
All  I  say  is  that  this  money  has  gone  in  ways 
that  Congress  knows  not  of.  I  say  further,  that 
to-day  no  measure,  however  jus£,  can  pass  Con- 
gress, no  claim  however  honest  can  be  settled 
and  paid  by  any  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment until  the  claimant  has  subsidized  and 
Eaid  tribute  to  the  swarm  of  vampires  who 
ang  around  and  pollute  every  approach  to 
power.  Rings  and  lobbies,  almost  exclusively 
of  the  extra  loyal  persuasion,  have  their  emis* 
saries  everywhere,  magnifying  their  influence 
over  the  authorities  here,  demanding  and  ob- 
taining from  one  half  to  three  fourths  of  every 
claim  generally  on  the  scandalous  pretense  that 
they  have  to  subsidize,  or,  in  plain  English, 
bribe  &nd  buy  members  of  Congress  and  heads 
of  Departments  and  bureaus  before  any  claim 
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can  be  paid.  High  officials  resign  their  places 
and  obtain  enormous  fees  to  obtain  payment 
often  of  claims  tbey  have  themselves  stopped 
until  they  can  extort  tbe  portion  demandeo.  I 
need  not  specify  the  cases;  tbey  are  but  too 
well  known.  The  letter  from  Giles  A.  Smith, 
late  Assistant  Postmaster  General,  to  the  rail* 
road  managers,  demanding  the  advance  of 
$1,000,000  to  buy  Congress,  which  the  Senator 
from  Mrtine  read  in  tbe  Senate  the  other  day, 
safl^ciently  illustrates  the  way  in  which  the 
nefarious  business  is  carried  on.  It  has  pro* 
gressed  until  Congress  has  become  a  reproach 
and  a  by- word  among  the  people.  Men  who 
have  a  decent  self-respect  are  afraid  to  vote 
for  the  moat  honest  measures  for  private  re- 
lief because  of  tbe  scandal  which  is  sare  to 
follow  when  the  fact  is  made  known  that  the 
claimant  gets  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  sum 
paid,  the  lobb^  ring  having  kept  the  lion's 
share,  pretending  to  have  expended  tbe  larger 
portion  of  it  in  corrupting  Congress  or  the 
Departments,  as  the  case  may  be. 

r  have  made  these  last  remarks  to  call  the 
attention  of  tbe  House  specially  to  a  bill  1 
introduced  some  three  weeks  ago,  and  had 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  from 
whom  1  expect  a  favorable  report  before  this 
session  closes.  If  Congress  will  pass  it,  or 
something  stronger,  if  possible,  it  will  be  the 
best  day's  work  of  the  session. 

I  will  read  tbe  bill  as  part  of  my  remarks 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
objected  to  the  printing  of  a  few  minutes 
ago: 

That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  no 
person  shall  be  permitted  to  appear  or  act  as  ageot 
or  atU»rney  for  any  individual,  body  politic,  or  cor- 
iioratc,  relative  to  any  claim  or  demand  against  the 
United  States,  either  before  Congress  or  any  com- 
mittee thereof,  or  before  any  Department  of  the 
Government,  when  either  he  or  any  other  person 
has  any  interest,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  said  claim 
or  demand,  or  any  agreement  tor  compensation  for 
services  in  obtaining  payment  of  such  claim  or  de- 
mand, until  such  agent  or  attorney  shall  file  with 
the  proper  committee  of  Congress  or  tlio  pro(>erot&- 
eer  of  the  Departments,  a  statement  on  oath,  in  writ- 
ing, of  the  amount  and  character  of  compensation 
which  the  claimant  has  agreed  to  pay  for  services 
rendered  relative  to  said  claim,  and  no  greater  sum 
than  the  amount  thus  stated  shall  be  collectible  out 
of  or  because  of  services  rendered  concerning  said 
claim  or  demand.  All  other  and  further  agreements 
for  the  payment  of  additional  compensation  relative 
to  the  collection  of  said  claim  or  demand  shall  be 
null  Mid  void.  If  any  money  or  other  thing  of  value  is 
paid,  directly  or  indirectly,  by  the  claimant,  or  any 
one  for  him,  to  any  person  or  persons,  beyond  the 
amount  so  filed,  or  otherwise  than  as  stated  in  said 
paper  required  to  be  filed  as  aforesaid,  it  may  be 
recovered  by  any  i>erson  suing  fur  the  same  Irom 
the  person  so  receiving  it,  or  from  any  person  inter- 
ested in  the  payment  so  mode,  by  suit  in  any  court 
of  the  United  States,  one  half  of  which  recovery 
shall  be  paid  to  the  person  suing  therefor,  and  the 
other  half  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States.  And  all  persons  directly  or  indi- 
rectly receiving  any  compensation  in  excess  of  or 
otherwise  than  as  set  forth  in  said  statement,  re- 
quired to  be  filed  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  on  conviction  before  any  court 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  fined  not  less  tban 
$1,000,  and  may,  in  addition  thereto,  bo  imprisoned 
for  any  time  not  exceeding  one  year,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court:  Frovidtdt  That  no  allowance  for 
compensation  to  agents  or  attorneys  sball  exceed 
ten  per  cent,  of  the  amouhtof  such  claim  or  demand 
in  any  case  whatever,  either  before  Congress  or  the 
Executive  Departments  of  the  Governmen  t,  and  the 
amount  of  allowance,  under  the  amount  of  percent- 
age above  stated,  shall  be  subject  to  the  orders  of 
the  Departments,  or  pf  the  Congress  allowing  or 
ordering  payment  of  such  claim  or  demand. 

Ssc.  2.  That  no  olHoer  or  clerk  who  bos  been,  is, 
or  may  be  employed  in  any  capacity  whatever  in 
any  of  the  Departments  or  bureaiis  of  the  Grovem- 
ment  of  the  United  States  shall,  either  while  in  such 
otfice  or  for  three  years  after  his  retirement  there- 
Aom,  accept  any  employment  from,  render  any  ser- 
vices, or  give  any  information  to  any  person,  body 
politic  or  corporate,  relative  to  any  claim  against 
the  United  States  or  other  matter  which  might 
have  come  before,  or  have  been  considered  by  the 
Department,  or  any  officer  or  bareau  therein,  in 
which  be  is.  bns  been,  or  may  be  employed:  and  oil 
contracts  made  or  to  be  made  w hereby  money  or 
any  other  thing  of  value  is  agreed  to  be  paid  to  such 
person,  or  to  any  on^  else  for  such  services,  are 
hereby  declared  null  and  void;  and  any  money 
which  may  be  paid  to  such  person  or  persons  may 
be  recovered  by  any  person  suing  for  the  same 
within  five  years  after-the  discovery  of  the  foot  that 
such  payment  has  been  made,  which  suit  may  be 
brought  in  any  court  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
name  of  the  United  States,  at  the  cost  of  the  party 
instituting  it,  one  half  of  the  amount  so  recovered 


to  be  for  the  use  of  the  parhr  snlng,  and  the  other 
half  shall  be  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 

States. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
will  allow  me  to  remind  him  that  the  provision 
which  he  has  just  cited  in  the  second  section 
is  in  substance  precisely  that  which  was 
adopted  on  my  motion  as  an  amendment  to 
the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill  a  few  weeks 
ago. 

Mr.  BECK.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  also  a  provis- 
ion which  the  gentleman  from  California  [Mr. 
Si.kobnt]  and  myself  framed  and  had  passed 
by  this  House  more  than  a  year  ago ;  but  the 
Senate  killed  it,  and  they  will  kill  it  again,  I 
expect,  because  three  fourths  of  these  men  in 
the  Departments  are  the  appointees  of  men  at 
the  other  end  of  the  Capitol. 

I  desire  the  adoption  of  such  a  law  as  I 
have  read,  because  we  all  know  that  every  day 
men  are  pretending  thst  they  have  influence 
in  the  Departments,  and  in  Congress,  and  tbe 
committees  thereof,  and  telling  the  people 
that  it  is  necessary  to  buy  favorable  action 
upon  claims ;  and  for  pretended  services  of 
this  kind  they  undertake  to  extort  and  do 
extort  from  one  half  to  three  fourths  of  all 
the  money  which  is  awarded  to  honest  claim- 
ants. I  introduce  this  bill  as  a  remedy,  in 
?art  at  least,  fur  the  system  of  stealing  which 
know  has  been  going  on  in  every  Department 
of  the  Government  and  before  Congress.  By 
this  system  Congress  has,  as  I  said,  been  scan- 
dalized. Honest  men  have  been  subjected  to 
unjast  imputations  by  this  species  ef  corrup- 
tion, fraua,  and  extortion,  which  permeatesall 
the  lobbies  of  Congress  and  ail  the  avenues  to 
the  Executive  Departments. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Chairman,  I  call  to  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee that  I  have  endeavored  to  keep  within 
the  proprieties  of  the  debate.  I  have  en- 
deavored, so  far  as  in  me  lay,  to  deal  with 
general  principles;  and  I  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Beck]  whether  he  thinks 
it  is  due  to  himself  as  a  man,  standing  iq  the 
place  where  once  Henry  Clay  stood,  to  attempt 
a  simple  vile  slander  to  fling  at  an  opponent 
for  want  of  better  argument?  Why,  sir,  once 
a  countryman  listened  to  the  debate  of  learned 
doctors  carried  on  in  the  Latin  language,  and 
he  listened  attentively.  The  question  was  put 
to  him,  did  he  understand  the  language? 
^*  No."  **  How  do  you  know  what  takes  place 
here?"  He  said,  **I  always  know  which  side 
gets  the  worst  of  it,  because  I  see  who  gets 
mad  first." 

Now,  sir,  I  served  with  that  gentleman  on 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  for  one  Con- 
gress, and  having  served  with  him,  i  call  him 
as  a  witness  to  say  whether  in  all  my  official 
action,  so  far  as  he  knows,  I  did  not  endeavor 
to  protect  the  Treasury,  as  well  as  he  did;  so 
far  as  my  poor  abilities  went? 

Again,  sir,  I  ask  him  to  pause  and  consider 
whether  the  great  interests  of  this  country  are 
to  be  protected  by  argument  addressed  to  the 
person  and  not  to  the  question. 

I  will  tell  you  what  it  cost  to  make  tbe  a 
loyal  man,  what  it  cost  me  to  sever  political 
connections  of  a  long  life  and  to  break  away 
from  the  traditions  in  which  1  had  been  brought 
up.  When  the  first  traitorous  gun  was  fired 
on  the  American  flag  upon  Fort  Sumter,  then, 
sir,  without  counting  the  cost,  without  counting 
anything  except  that  the  country  was  in  danger, 
1  obeyed  the  order  of  my  country  and  went 
into  the  field.  And  I  wish  I  had  had  my  friend 
from  Kentucky  there  side  by  aide  with  me; 
and  I  should  have  been  equally  well  pleased  to 
have  met  him  on  the  other  side  if  he  had  been 
there.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Buck  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  able 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butler] 
challenged  the  House  to  name  a  single  case 
in  which  any  individual  connected  with  the 
Administration  had  appropriated  to  his  own 


use  one  dollar  of  money  which  belonsed  to  ' 
the  Treasury.  I  at  once  cited  the  case  of 
Hodge,  the  defaulter,  wbo  had  gambled  swar 
and  squandered  $400,000  of  the  bard-etrae>i 
taxes  of  the  people ;  aud  although  his  defalca- 
tions had  been  going  on  during  a  period  of 
four  years,  such  is  the  condition  of  the  Fed 
eral  Treasury  that  neither  the  Secreiarv  uor 
any  one  of  his  subordinates  knew  that  Uodge 
was  a  defaulter  to  tbe  amount  of  a  siogle  dol- 
lar, nor  would  they  know  it  now  had  be  sot 
confessed  his  crime. 

But  who  is  moat  guilty?  Hodge,  or  tiie 
Treasury  officials,  who  had  charge  of  his  a& 
counts,  and  were  either  ignorant  of  or  cod- 
cealed  those  four  years  of  defalcation?  Tbii 
is  but  a  single  case;  one  among  the  many 
which  have  occurred.  It  is  bat  a  single  caae; 
but  how  many  hundred  more  Hodges  are  there 
whose  defalcations  are  not  known,  and  who 
have  not  confessed  their  guilt?  The  geoti^ 
man  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butleb]  asks 
for  a  single  case  in  which  a  person  intmgted 
with  the  public  money  had  appropriated  one 
dollar  for  bis  own  use.  In  response  to  t]» 
gentleman  I  point  him  to  this  execalire  do^ 
ument,  sent  to  the  House  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  response  to  aresolntioDwhich 
amounted  to  a  command.  It  shows  vb&t? 
One  man  who  bad  stolen  the  people's  mosej? 
No,  sir;  it  gives  the  names  of  over  thm 
hundred  collectors  of  internal  revenae,  not 
now  in  office,  who  had  in  March,  1871,  Ui- 
ances  charged  against  them  to  theamoontof 
$20,700,000  after  all  credits  had  been  allowed. 
That  there  may  be  no  mistake,  I  read,  word 
by  word,  figure  by  figure,  from  the  official 
recapitulation : 

Amount  due  flrom  the  eollectora  of  internal  rev- 
enue  ..|21jm.ffi78 

From  which  d«daot  amount  duo  to  ool- 
lectors  of  intfiraal  revenue 138,1791 

Anrregate  of  balanoes  due  from  ool- 
leetors «^ ........~...^.... —  20,923,317  M 

Leas  amnant  deposited  on  aocoant  of 
internal  revenue  siuoe  Jane  30, 1870...     222.33?  71 

Balance  due  the  United  States. iaD.m«63  S 

These  figures  are  very  plain,  and  verj  ex- 
pressive, if  they  are  not  true  tbe  fault  is  the 
fault  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury,  notmiae. 

It  is  idle  to  talk  of  the  tax  list  with  vbiek 
tbe  collectors  are  said  to  be  chaiged,  for  the 
recapitulation  shows  a  balance  due  tbeUoited 
States  afler  all  credits  and  dednciions  bad  been 
made,  of  more  than  twenty  millions  of  mooef, 
which  fact  is  ignored  by  the  gentlemen  vbo 
undertake  to  prop  up  this  corrupt  and  totter 
ing  Administration.  But  it  will  not  do ;  tbe 
people  demand  that  tbe  mask  which  cooeesh 
corruption  shall  be  removed,  that  the  tne 
condition  of  the  administration  of  our  public 
affairs  ma^  be  known.  If  it  has  been  booest 
and  intelligent  it  deserves  public  confideooe; 
but  if  both  venal  and  incompetent,  it  deservM, 
as  sooner  or  later  it  will  receive,  the  just  cos- 
demnation  of  a  confiding  and  plundered  people. 

Here  let  me  call  the  attention  of  the  liou.« 
and  country  to  a  single  fact,  as  appears  on  tbe 
sixth  page  of  the  official  document  nbat 
is  it  ?  President  Lincoln  appointed  Josbus  r. 
Bailey  collector  of  the  fourth  district  of  Nev 
York.  Here,  he  is  charged  with  being  a  de- 
faulter in  the  sum  of  $602,709;  and  fartber, 
that  on  the  27ih  of  January,  1870,  suit «« 
brought  on  his  bend.  What  follows?  ^i»l« 
suit  was  pending  on  Bailey's  bond  ss  collector 
of  the  fourth  district,  President  Grant  &!• 
pointed  him  collector  of  the  thirty  second  du; 
trict,  in  place  of  "Sheridan  Shook,  who  st' 
charged  with  a  balance  against  him  of  oftf 
five  hundred  and  thirty-four  thousand  d^nar . 
and  his  bond  has  not  been  sued.  Weil,  s^* 
what  of  Bailey  ?  A  second  time  he  becao^  » 
defaulter,  and  is  here  charged  with  aootber 
balance  of  $692,000,  and  on  that  de&lcshoB 
his  bond  has  not  been  sued.  Then,  vbatj 
Bailey  stepped  on  board  a  steamer  snd  went  to 
South  America,  and  left  behind  a  baltfc* 
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charged  against  him  of  over  ono  million  dol- 
lars t  I  have  uot  time  to  eomment  on  the  con- 
duct of  I  lie  President  in  this  matter,  nor  is 
cumtneiit  necessary. 

(t  is  true  that  in  the  midst  of  the  canvass 
last  snromer  Secretary  Boutwell  pat  out  a  cir- 
cular claiming  tbat  the  actual  loss  by  defalca- 
tions of  collectors  up  to  June  80,  1871,  was 
only  $2,750,126.  I  regret  to  say,  sir,  that  this 
document  is  wholly  unworthy  of  credit,  and 
that  Secretary  Boutwell's  attempt  to  dwarf 
the  amount  of  defalcations  will  deceive  no 
one.  But  take  hisstatementasitis,  and  more 
than  two  million  times  it  answers  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Botler.] 

The  charge  I  have  made  against  Secretary 
Boutwell  is  grave,  but  uot  more  grave  than 
true.  I  repeat  that  ihe  official  reports  pub- 
lished by  bim  are  not  only  unreliable,  but  un- 
true, and  seem  to  be  put  forth  for  the  express 
purpose  of  deceiving  Congress  and  the  coun- 
try. I  hold  in  my  band  his  statement  of  the 
amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  Ist  day  of 
March,  1872,  three  years  after  General  Qrant 
became  President.  The  report  says  that 
during  that  time  the  debt  has  been  reduced 
$290,000,000.  Is  this  statement  true?  Let 
Secretary  Boutwell' s  report  for  1869  answer. 
In  that  report  Register  Allison,  book -keeper 
of  the  Treosury,  states  the  debt  on  the  SOih 
of  Jane,  1869,  at  $2,489,002,480.  Secretary 
Bouiweil  states  the  debt  March  1,  1872,  at 
$2,317,249,787;  reduction  in  two  years  and 
eighL  months,  $171,762,787.  This  monthly 
report  Khows  ihatduringihetbar  mouth:?,  from 
March  1  to  July  1,  1869.  the  debt  was  only 
reduced  $36,460,777.  Debt  reduced  in  three 
years,  $218,213,514. 

These,  sir,  are  the  figures  given  by  tbeTreas- 
ur}'  Department,  and  show  that  instead  of  the 
debt  being  reduced  $300,000,000,  it  has  been 
only  reduced  a  little  over  two  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars  during  President  Grant*s  admin- 
istration, while  the  taxes  paid  by  the  people 
during  those  three  years  amounted  to  nearly 
twelve  hundred  millions !  What  has  gone  with 
the  one  thousand  millions  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury over  and  above  the  amount  of  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  debt?  Nor  is  this  all.  These 
reports  show  that  while  three  thousand  mil- 
lions of  taxes  hAvebeen  paid  into  the  Treasury 
since  the  war,  during  that  time  the  debt  has 
been  reduced  less  than  three  hundred  and 
sixty-five  millions  t  I  ask  the  gentleman  [Mr. 
DiCKKTJ  who  has  charge  of  this  bill,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
[Mr.  Dawes,]  and  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts, [Mr.  Butler,]  who  challenged  the 
House  to  name  a  person  who  had  appropriated 
to  his  own  use  one  dollar  of  the  public  money  ; 
I  call  upon  them  to  tell  the  House  what  has 
become  of  the  $2,700,000,000  paid  into  the 
Treasury  since  the  conclusion  of  the  war  over 
and  above  the  amount  of  the  reduction  of  the 
debt? 

[Here  the  hammer  felt.] 

Mr.  DAWBS.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky [Mr.  Bkgk]  seems  to  complain  that  I 
did  not  permit  him  to  have  printed  without 
reading  to  the  House  a  portion  of  his  remarks 
which  he  says  consisted  of  figures  in  continua- 
tion of  his  attack  upon  the  Secretary  of  War. 
I  think. a  moment's  reflection  upon  the  part  of 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  would  lead  him 
to  the  conclusion  that  when  a  gentleman  rises 
for  the  purpose  of  arraigning  anybody  be  can- 
not with  propriety  ask  to  have  any  portion  of 
his  remarks  printed  without  submitting  them 
to  the  House. 

The  gentleman  knows  the'reason,  and  it  is 
not  worth  my  while  to  occupy  the  time  allotted 
to  me  in  explaining  it  to  bim.  Good  breed- 
ing, if  nothmg  else,  would  require  the  gen« 
tleman  from  Kentucky,  if  he  had  anything 
to  say  as  a  member  of  Congress  against  the 
head  of  a  Department,  to  say  it  openly  in  the 
House.  The  whole  ground  of  the  gentlem  an'  a 
accusation—  # 

Mr.  BBGK.    Will  the  gentleman  allow  me 


to  state  that  I  had  said  all  I  intended  to  say, 
and  I  merely  asked  leave  to  have  printed  a 
bill,  which  L  thought  it  desirable  to  have 
printed  for  the  information  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  ground  of  the  gentle- 
man's accusation  against  tlie  Secretary  is, 
not  that  he  knows  of  anything  wrong,  but  that 
he*  has  called  upon  the  Secretary  to  submit  in- 
formation to  the  House,  which  the  Secretary 
said  he  could  not  furnish  with  the  force  he  had 
at  his  command.  I  will  send  to  the  desk  to 
be  read  the  gentleman's  reaolution,  and,  in 
the  light  of  what  I  have  said  in  reference  to  the 
modti  of  transacting  business,  I  ask  the  House 
to  listen  to  the  reading  of  the  resolution,  and 
then  say  what  fair  ground  there  is  for  charging 
upon  the  Secretary  any  design  to  conceal  a 
dollar  of  the  public  expenditure. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Re'Bolved,  That  the  Secretary  vf  War  be  directed 
to  inform  this  Uouae,  as  soon  as  practicable,  what 
property  belonging  to  the  United  States  has  been 
sola  by  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  War  DcpartmeDt, 
or  any  bureau  thereof,  since  the  80th  day  of  Jane, 
1865.  siving  the  uameof  the  officer  making  the  sale, 
the  cooraoterof  property  eold,  the  time,  place,  and 
manner  of  making  the  sales,  and  the  amount  real- 
ised from  said  sales,  and  the  disposition  made4>f  the 
proceeds,  if  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  or  into  the 
Treasury;  when  and  by  whom  it  was  drawn  out, 
when  it  has  been  so  drawn,  and  what  was  done  with 
the  proceeds.  He  is  directed  to  state  how  much 
money  bos  been  spent  by  his  Department,  and  the 
officers  and  bureaus  thereof,  since  the  SOtn  day  of 
June,  1865.  in  addition  to  amounts  appropriated  by 
Congress  lor  (he  service  of  the  several  fiscal  years 
commencing  July  lil865. 

Hetolved  Jurther,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be  directed  to  inform  the  House  what  amount 
of  money  hos  been  pnid  into  the  Treasury  or  to 
tbo  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  from  the  sales 
of  prooerty  by  the  officers  of  the  War  Department 
since  the  ^th  day  of  Juno,  1865.  He  will  inform  the 
House  how  much  of  the  money  so  paid  into  the 
Treasury,  or  to  the  Treasurer,  has  been  withdrawn, 
stating  when,  and  by  whom,  and  in  what  amounts 
such  portions  as  has  been  withdrawn  were  paid  on 
the  draft  or  order  of  any  officer  of  the  War  Depart- 
meat. 

KNROLLBD  BILLS  8I0NBD. 

The  committee  informally  rose,  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair, 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled.  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  examined  and  found  truly  enrolled  bills 
of  the  following  titles ;  when  the  Speaker  signed 
the  same : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  892)  granting  a  pension 
to  Margaret  Lee  :  and 

A  bill  (H.  U.  No.  2124)  granting  the  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  ror  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Great  Salt  Lake 
to  Portland,  Oregon. 

ARMY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  then  resumed  its  session. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Tbat  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  called  for  a  copy  of 
every  paper  in  the  War  Department  pertain- 
ing to  these  expenditures.  1  have  the  answer 
of  the  Secretary  here,  but  I  have  not  lime  to 
read  it,  and  I  will  not  ask  the  gentleman  to 
permit  it  to  be  printed. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Morgan] 
rose  and  repeated  for  the  twentieth  time  a 
speech  I  have  heard  on  this  floor  and  seen  in 
the  newspapers  in  every  campaign  which  the 
gentleman  nas  reveled  in  for  the  last  year  or 
two — a  speech  which  has  been  answered  twanty 
times  here. 

Mr.  MORQAN.  I  challenge  the  gentleman 
to  answer  it  now. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  am  talking  now,  and  do  not 
yield  to  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  know  you  are,  and  I 
challenge  you  to  explain 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  is  out  of  order;  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Why,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the 
gentleman  were  answered  again  completely  he 
would  never  know  it. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  You  never  have  answered 
me,  and  yon  are  not  capable  of  doing  it  If 
you  are,  I  challenge  you  to  do  it  now. 


Mr.  DAWES.  The  work  the  gentleman 
proposes  to  me  is  too  onerous;  for  1  never 
shall  know  when  I  am  done. 

The  gentleman  brings  up  here  a  communi- 
cation  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
about  collectors  of  internal  reveoue.  Why, 
he  has  been  told  a  hundred  limes  on  this  floor 
that  the  sums  set  aguiust  the  names  of  col- 
lectors are  the  taxes  uncollected  by  their 
predecessors  charged  over  to  them,  with  their 
own  uncollected  taxes. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  WiU  the  gentleman  allow 
me  a  question  7 

Mr.  DAWES.    No,  not  now. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Ue  dare  not.  You  are 
afraid.  You  make  charges,  and  you  are  afraid 
to  have  an  answer. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  genUeinan  from 
Ohio  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  bow  with  great  submis- 
sion to  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  am  much  obliged  to  the 
Chairman  for  interfering.  I  really  could  not 
stop  the  gentleman  myself.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  the  Administration 
have  been  subjected  to  as  thorough  a  system 
of  invesiigaiion  within  the  last  two  months  as 
any  Administration  ever  was  in  this  country, 
and,  as  has  been  said  by  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
Butler,]  they  ape  ready  to  submit  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  country.  The  Administration  is 
quite  ready  to  go  before  the  country.  Is  there 
uot  intelligence  enough  in  the  country  to  un- 
derstand these  matters?  Is  not  my  friend 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Morgak,]  who  has  been  try- 
ing for  three  years  to  make  the  people  believe 
his  story,  somewhat  discouraged  by  this  time? 

Mr.  MORGAN.     Not  in  the  slightest. 

Mr.  DAWES:  What  was  the  trouble  over 
in  Connecticut  last  week?  My  friend  spent  a 
week  there  repeating  that  speech.  Monday's 
paper  had  a  glowing  accouut  of  a  meeting  on 
Saturday  night;  Tuesday's  paper  had  a  glow- 
ing account  of  a  meeting  on  Monday  night; 
and  Wednesday's  paper  of  a  meeting  on  Tues- 
day night  I  and  so  on  all  through  the  week. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  ainend-> 
ment,  and  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  following  paragraph  was  read: 

For  purchase  of  horses  for  the  oavalqr  and  artil- 
lery, and  for  Indian  scouts,  and  for  suob  inl'aulry  as 
may  be  mounted,  $450,000. 

Mr.  McCRARY.  I  move  to  strike  out  that 
clause,  and  I  do  it  for  the  purpose  of  refer- 
ring to  a  matter  which  has  already  been  al- 
luded to  by  other  gentlemen.  The  Secretary 
of  VVar  has  been  complained  of  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Beck]  because  he 
did- not  answer  a  certain  resolution  which  was 
adopted  b^  the  House.  It  is  but  just  that  the 
reasons  ot  the  Secretary  as  given  by  himself 
should  be  known  to  the  House.  I  ask,  there- 
fore, that  the  Clerk  read  as  a  portion  of  my 
remarks  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to ' 
that  resolution. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Wja  Dbpabtxevt, 
Washinoton  Citt,  Marah  4, 1872. 
Sir:  In  aniwer  to  tho  following  resolution  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  tbe  2Sth  of  February, 
"  That  tbe  Secretary  of  War  be  directed  to  iulorm 
this  House*  as  soon  as  procticable.  what  property 
belonging  to  the  United  otates  has  been  sold  by  any 
officer  or  agent  of  tbe  War  Department,  or  any 
bureau  thereof,  since  the  80th  day  of  June,  1865, 
giving  the  name  of  tbe  officer  making  the  sale,  the 
character  of  the  property  sold,  the  time,  place,  and 
manner  of  making  the  sales,  and  tbe  amount  real- 
ised from  said  saleb,  and  the  disposition  mads  of  the 
prooeeds,  if  paid  over  to  tbe  Treasurer  or  into  the 
Treasury,  where  and  by  whom  it  was  drawn  out, 
when  it  was  so  drawn,  and  what  was  done  with  the 

Kroceeds.  He  is  directed  to  state  how  much  money 
as  been  spent  by  his  Department  and  tbe  bnreans 
Iheroof  since  the  30th  day  of  June.  1865,  in  addition 
to  the  amounts  appropriated  by  Gongreesfor  the  ser- 
vice of  the  several  fiscal  years  commencing  July  1, 
1866,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  tbat  theDepartment 
is  unable  to  fulfill  the  requlremeotsof  this  resolution, 
for  tbe  reason  tbat  it  win  take,  approximately,  over 
thirty-two  tLouaand  dollars,  and  from  one  to  nine 
months'  time. 

In  the  Ordnance  office  it  will  require  the  servioes 
of  six  clerks  for  a  period  of  three  months. 
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Id  th«  Subsistence  o£Bce  it  will  require  the  ser- 
yioes  of  the  whole  experienced  clerioal  force  for  from 
nine  to  twelve  months,  or,  if  additional  force  is  em- 
ployed, it.will  be  at  a  cost  ezceedinff  twelve  to  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars,  and  if  inexperienced  clerks 
are  employed,  for  a  much  longer  period,  and  at  a 
greater  expense. 

In  the  Engineer  office  the  information  can  be  fiir- 
nisbed  in  two  weeks  without  additional  olerioal 
force  or  expense. 

In  the  Paymaster  General's  office  the  information 
can  be  furnished  in  one  week  without  additional 
clerical  force  or  expense. 

In  the  Quartermaster  General's  office  it  will  re- 
quire the  whole  clerical  force  of  the  office  a  month 
to  make  an  accurate  statement,  or  an  expense  of 
$14,546  48  for  extra  clerical  force  sufficient  to  aocoia- 
pHsh  it. 

In  the  Surgeon  General's  office  it  will  require  the 
constant  labor  of  six  of  the  most  skilled  clerks  (no 
more  could  be  employed  to  advantage  on  the  work, 
owing  to  the  nature  of  the  records)  for  three  months, 
or  if  outside  clerks  are  employed,  a  cost  of  $2,400. 
<  In  the  Adjutant  General's  office  it  will  require  the 
constantlaoor  of  two  experts  for  one  month,  or  an 
expense  of  $300  for  extra  help. 

The  cost  of  collating  the  required  information  in 
the  Freedmen's  Bureau  has  taot  been  estimated,  but 
it  would  probably  be  very  large. 

In  those  bureaus  where  the  information  can  be 
collected  without  interfering  with  the  current  work, 
I  have  directed  that  the  same  should  be  done. 

Property  that  was  no  longer  required  for  public 
purposes,  or  that  was  deteriorating  in  value,  has 
been  sold  in  immense  quantities,  at  public  and  pri- 
vate sale,  in  strict  accordance  with  the  statutes, 
and  to  meet  ftilly  the  requirements  of  the  resolution 
would  require  much  labor  and  large  expenditures, 
and,  as  above  stated,  extra  clerical  force.  If  Con- 
gress will  make  an  appropriation  of  the  necessary 
amount,  and  will  authorise  the  employment  of 
additional  clerical  force,  the  data  can  be  collated; 
but  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  furnish  the  informa- 
tion with  the  present  force  without  suspending  the 
current  business  of  the  Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP. 
Secretary  eif  Vfar, 

The  SpciKEB  q/  the  Houee  qfBepretentcUivee, . 

Mr.  McGRARY.    I  now  withdraw  my  motion 
to  strike  out. 
The  61erk  read  the  following: 

For  purchase  and  manufacture  of  clothing,  eamp 
and  frarrison  equipage,  and  for  preserving  and  re- 
packing stock  of  clothing,  camp  and  garrison  equip- 
age, and  mi^erials  on  hand  at  tiie Schuylkill  arsenal 
and  other  depots,  $620,000. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  move  to  amend  the  para- 
graph jast  read  by  striking  out  '^$620,000'' 
and  inserting  in  lien  thereof  **  $770,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

For  establishing  and  maintaining  national  mili- 
tary cemeteries,  $300,000. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  move  to  amend  the  para- 
graph just  .read  by  adding  to  it  the  words 
''$50,000  of  which  shall  be  available  for  use 
immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act.'' 
The  reason  for  that  amendment  is  that  the 
improvements  in  the  national  cemeteries  take 
place  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  the  year, 
as  every  one  lamiiiar  with  public  grounds  is 
aware. 

Mr.  COB  URN.  For  what  purpose  is  this 
sum  to  be  expended  ? 

Mr.  DICKEY.  For  maintaining  our  na- 
'  tional  cemeteries. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  know  that ;  bat  for  what 
work  in  those  cemeteries? 

Mr.  DICKEY.  The  officer  in  charge  of 
these  cemeteries  says  that  the  amount  appro- 
priated by  Congress  for  this  purpose  should 
be  made  available  earW  in  the  season.  The 
amendment  I  have  ofiered  is  simply  a  pro- 
vision that  $50,000  of  the  sum  hereby  appro- 
priated shall  be  available  immediately  after 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  desire  to  say  that  the 
Committee  on  Militaiy  Afifairs  have  had  under 
consideration  this  subject  of  national  ceme- 
teries, and  have  directed  that  a  bill  be  reported 
to  the  House  providing  that  hereafter  work 
upon  them  shall  consist  in  erecting  head-stones 
at  the  graves  of  our  soldiers.  The  law  ori- 
ginally provided  that  these  cemeteries  should 
be  inclosed  and  that  head-stones  or  blocks 
should  be  erected  at  the  graves.  Wooden 
boards,  with  the  names  of  the  soldiers,  have 
been  put  up,  and  in  some  cases  they  have  be- 
come rotten  aud  have  fallen  down ;  they  are 


always  liable  to  be  broken,  and  in  no  event 
can  they  last  more  than  a  short  time. 

Now,  the  money  which  has  been  expended, 
and  which  was  more  than  sufficient  to  provide 
bead- stones  for  every  one  of  the  three  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  soldiers  buried  in  these 
cemeteries,  has  been  mainly  expended  in 
building  stone  fences  and  erecting  large  gate- 
ways. 1  think,  and  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  agree  with  me  in  that  matter,  and  I 
think  that  every  reasonable  man  will  agree 
with  me,  that  what  should  be  done  is  to  put  a 
head-stone  at  each  grave  with  the  name  of  the 
soldier  and  the  State  from  which  he  came.  We 
have  therefore  agreed  upon  a  bill  providing 
that  that  shall  be  done,  and  done  at  once,  and 
exclading  hereafter  the  expenditure  of  such 
large  sums  of  money  for  building  stone  fences 
and  making  Gothic  ornamental  gateways.  I 
ask,  therefore,  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dicket] 
so  as  to  provide  that  this  sum  shall  be  ex- 
pended in  erecting  bead-stones  with  the  names 
of  the  soldiers  and  their  States  thereon. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Such  an  amendment  as  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Coburn]  sug- 
gests* would  not  be  germane  to  this  bill.  In 
addition  to  that,  I  will  say  that  if  the  gentle- 
man will  bring  in  his  bill  it  will  receive  the 
cordial  support  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. His  proposition  would  require  an 
additional  appropriation,  for  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  this  appropriation  is  for  any  such 
purpose. 

Mr.  COBURN.  It  certainly  does  not  re- 
quire an  appropriation  of  $300,000  for  the 
ordinary  care  of  these  cemeteries,  for  that 
would  require  verv  little.  There  .is  a  sergeant 
in  charge  of  each  cemetery,  and  he  gets  his 
regular  pay  as  a  non-commissioned  officer  of 
the  Army,  it  requires,  as  I  am  informed,  but 
$GO,000'to  meet  the  regular  expenses,  leaving 
$240,000  for  fences  and  gates.  Now,  what  we 
want  to  do  is  to  stop  the  erection  of  wooden 
head- boards  and  the  building  of  large  orna- 
mental gateways,  and  to  require  this  money 
to  be  so  expended  that  we  may  be  able  to  tell 
who  is  the  soldier  who  sleeps  under  the  sacred 
sod  and  from  what  State  he  came.  For  one, 
I  will  say  that  I  would  vote  right  straight 
along  against  this  appropriation  of  money  if 
it  is  to  be  expended  in  the  future  as  it  has 
been  in  the  pasL  Stone  walls  and  expensive 
gateways  can  be  erected  by  other  parties,  and 
at  other  times.  The  thing  that  should  now  be 
done  is  to  put  a  proper  stone  at  the  head  of 
the  soldier's  grave,  and  to  change  the  law 
which  now  requires  that  a  number  shall  be 
put  at  the  head  of  the  grave,  just  as  you  num- 
ber the  cells  of  your  criminals  in  your  peni- 
tentiaries, if  the  people  of  this  country  are 
not  able  to  put  the  names  of  the  men  who 
died  for  it  at  the  heads  of  their  graves,  then 
let  the  green  grass  grow  over  them  as  their 
only  monument. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  All  I  have  to  say  on  this 
question  is  that 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  on  the  pend- 
ini^  amendment  is  exhausted.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dicxkt]  will  be  con- 
sidered as  adopted. 

'^ere  was  no  objection;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing after  the  amendment  just  adopted  the 
following: 

Protidedt  That  this  sum  be  expended  in  the  erec- 
tion of  head-stones  at  the  gravee  of  the  soldiers,  with 
their  names  and  the  name  of  their  State  marked 
thereon. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  raise  a  point  of  order  upon 
this  amendment  that  it  proposes  new  legisla- 
tion. The  gentleman  is  correct  in  his  state- 
ment that  the  existing  law  requires  these  graves 
to  be  numbered  and  registered.  He  now  pro- 
poses a  different  provision.  This  appropriation 
is  designed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  maintatning 
fences,  &o.,  at  our  national  cemeteries. 


The  CHAIRMAN.  The  point  of  onier  u 
not  debatable.  If  the  law  has  been  corr^t 
stated,  the  Chair  sustains  the  point  of  ordtt 
that  the  amendment  proposes  to  chauge  ex 
isting  law,  and  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  COBURN.  This  ameadment  does  mA 
affect  at  all  the  provision  that  these  gr&reasfa&i! 
be  numbered ;  it  leaves  the  law  in  ih&t  reg&riu 
it  now  stands.  But  it  pcoposes  that  in  additioc 
the  names  of  the  soldiers  with  their  State  abali 
be  placed  upon  their  graves. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  is  of  ^ 
opinion  that  the  amendment  proposes  addi- 
tional legislation,  and  must  be  Uie  subject  of  i 
separate  bill. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  trials  with  torpedoes  for  harbor  and  \vA 
defense  and  to  instrnct  the  engineer  troop-i  Iq  tiKii 
practical  construction  and  application,  |lO,0!l.'. 

Mr.  DICKEY.     I  move  to  amend  by  strik- 
ing out  the  paragraph  just  read. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  completion  of  barracks  and  officen'  goui^ 
at  the  engineer  depot  at  WiUet's  Point,  New  Vert 
$26,000. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  move  to  amend  bjstnl 
ing  out  the  paragraph  just  read  and  insortic; 
in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

For  protection  of  pontoon  boats,  remodelioK  P'^ 
toons,  and  for  current  expenses  of  depot;  forst^}- 
fication  and  repair  of  baildings;  for.erectioaofi>ef 
chapel;  for  repairs  of  instruments  for  geoeni  ser- 
vice of  the  corps  of  engineer? ;  forpnrchasc  of  s:>n 
and  mininif  material,  and  for  simple  pboio^rjfffait 
apparatus  for  copying  maps,  i26.000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  experimental  twelve-inch  rifled  ean&0Q,ial 
testing  the  same,  $200,000. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  move  to  amend  the  pan- 
graph  just  read  by  reducing  the  amoaat  of  i^ 
appropriation  from  $200,000  to  $180,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SLOCUM.  I  move  further  to  amo^ 
by  adding  to  the  paragraph  just  read  the  fol- 
lowing : 

For  conatraottDg  and  testing  Moffat's  breeefa-loKl- 
ing  field-pieces,  $8,000;  and  for  testing  Jamei  Cr<%i- 
ett's  graduating  and  accelerating  cartridge,  I'A'M. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  resumed  and  concluded  the  retd- 
ing  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  move  to  amend  bj  add 
ing  to  the  end  of  the  bill,  as  additioual  ^ 
tions,  what  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Src.  ~.  That  the  President  of  the  United  ^Uts 
shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aathorised  to  DOiBiii't& 
and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  oonsent  of  theS^s- 
ate,  appoint  a  board  of  oommissioneiv,  to  be  iok- 
nated  as  commisaioners  of  claims,  to  eonsift  of  thrtt 
oommissioners,  who  shall  be  oommi8^iooedfortv^ 
years,  and  whose  duty  it  shall  be  toreoeire,  eum- 
ine,  and  consider  the  justice  and  validity  of  n<^ 
claims  as  accrued  in  those  States  that  were  not  pnh 
claimed  as  in  insurrection  to  the  United  Scote^. » 
shall  be  brought  betbre  them  by  oitiseaawborcKiH 
therein,  for  stores  or  supplies  taken  or  rarBisbcd.6; 
for  property  used,  damaged,  or  destroyed  for  tbcB^* 
ol  the  Army  of  the  United  States  daring  the  \^^ 
for  the  preservation  of  the  Union,  ioeiudiDf  ibeoie. 
loss,  damage,  or  destruction  of  vessel*  or  buati  vaus 
employed  in  or  tnken  for  the  benefit  of  (beioiiuirT 
service  of  the  United  States.    And  tbo  said  coddH' 
sioners  in  considering  said  claims  shall  beMUii«L 
from  the  testimony  of  witnesses  under  oath,  orfroa 
other  sufficient  evidence  which  shall  accom,^ 
eaoh  olaim,  taken  under  such  rales  and  retalaUMii 
as  the  commissioners  may  adopt,  of  the  qa»BUO^< 
quality,  and  value  of  the  property  aliened  low^* 
been  taken,  furnished,  used,  damaged,  ordestrci>'ca; 
and  the  time,  place,  and  material  ctreQBi$t*D^  ^ 
the  taking,  furnishing,  using,  damagiof ,  or  d^jF*'^ 
ing  of  the  same.    And  upon  satiiiaetory  eride&t* 
of  the  justice  and  validity  of  any  claim,  the  eoiuai^ 
sioners  shall  report  their  opinion  in  writing  la  «f  ^ 
ease,  and  shall  certify  the  natar^  amouot,  voA  rai** 
of  the  property  teken.  furnished,  used.  daiii.»««<». « 
destroyed ,  as  aforesaid.    And  each  claim  wbicii  m 
beeonsidered  and  rejeeted  as  uojoat  aod  inTtw 
shall  likewise  be  reported,  with  the  reasona  w^ 
for;  and  no  claimant  shall  withdraw  aojm^''^ 
eridenee  submitted  in  support  of  any  claim.       . 

Siio.— .  That  said  oommissioners  shall  each  itf« 
the  oath  of  offioeprbvided  by  law  to  be  taken  vr^ 
officers  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  proe«» 
without  A^ky  to  discharge  their  duties  odJ't  t£» 
aot,    The l»rflud«itoftha  United  fiUMiabaUdtsic 
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Bate  in  bis  appointment  on«  of  stid  eomminionon 

to  be  president  of  the  board,  and  shall  be  author- 
ized to  fill  any  vacancy  wbion  may  occur  by  reason 
of  doath  or  resifiruution  in  said  board;  and  each 
commijssiooer  shall  ha^e  authority  to  administer 
oaths  uud  affirmations,  and  to  take  the  depositions 
of  witnesses  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  their  duties. 
The  said  oonraissioners  shall  meet  and  organize 
».iid  board,  and  hold  their  sessions  at  Washington. 
Two  members  of  theboardshallconstitutea quorum 
for  the  transaction  of  business,  and  the  agreement 
of  two  shall  decide  all  questions  in  controversy. 
The  2$aid  oommlssionv^  shall  have  authority  to 
tuiiku  aod  publish  rules  for  their  procedure,  not  in- 
consistent with  this  act,  and  shall  publish  notice  of 
their  sessions.  They  shall  keep  a  journal  of  their 
proceedings,  to  be  signed  by  toe  president  of  the 
board,  una  a  register  of  all  claims  brought  before 
the  board,  showing  the  date  of  presentation,  num- 
ber, name,  and  residence  of  claimant,  subject-mat- 
ter and  amount  of  claim,  and  the  amount,  if  anj, 
allowed,  which  records  shall  bo  open  to  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  President  and  Attorney  Oeneral  of  the 
Uuitod  States,  or  of  such  officer  as  the  Presideat 
zuuy  designate. 

;Skc.  — .  That  said  commissioners  shall  make  re- 
port of  their  proceedings,  and  of  each  claim  consid- 
ered by  them  at  the  commencement  of  eaoh  session 
of  Congress,  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rcpre- 
5(>ntativcs,  who  shall  lay  the  same  bel'oru  Congress 
tor  cousidcration ;  and  all  claims  within  this  act  and 
not  presented  to  said  board  shall  be  k>arred.  and 
Dhall  not  be  eotertaiued  by  any  Department  of  the 
Government  without  further  authority  of  Congress. 

8rc.  — .  That  the  commissioners  of  claims  shall  be 
paid  quarterly  nndw  this  act,  at  the  rate  of  |&,<XK) 
per  annum  each,  and  they  shall  have  anthority  to 
app  int  one  clerk  and  one  short-hand  reporter,  to 
be  paid  quarterly,  at  the  rate  of  $2,500  per  annum 
each,  and  one  messenger  to  bo  paid  at  the  rate  of 
$l.i3X)  per -Annum,  who  shall  perform  the  services 
required  of  them  respectively ;  and  said  boai'd  shall 
be  further  allowed  the  necessary  actual  expenses  of 
office  rent,  furniture,  fuel,  stationery,  and  printing, 
to  bo  certified  by  the  president  of  ihe  board^  and  to 
be  audited  on  vouchers  and  paid  as  other  judicial 
expenses  are. 

Sfic.  — .  That  a  safflcieni  ai^proprfation  to  earry 
tbu  act  into  effect  is  herob:|r  made  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  raise  a  point  of  order  oo 
ibid  ameudmeai  that  it  proposes  new  legisla- 
tiua. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Dickky]  to  waive  the  point 
for  a  moment  to  aliow  me  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  have  no  objection  to  per- 
mitting the  gentleman  to  make  a  brief  explana- 
tion.    I  reserve  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  UITCHIE.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  object 
of  this  amendment  is  that  persons  in  loyal 
Slates  claiming  compensation  for  supplies 
taken  or  property  destroyed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  United  States  Army  during  the  late  war 
shall  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  claim- 
ants fur  similar  relief,  who  reside  in  States 
that  seceded.  At  present  the  latter  class  have 
saperior  facilities  for  making  known  their 
claims,  while  the  former  are  certainly  entitled 
to  be  equally  provided  for.  This  amendment 
is  modeled  atter  the  one  incorporated  in  the 
Army  appropriation  bill  of  last  year  at  this 
point,  as  in  that  it  provides  fur  the  appoint- 
ment of  three  commissioners  to  investigate 
the  claims  preferred  and  report  their  conclu- 
sions thereon  to  Congress  tor  its.final  action. 
All  things  considered  1  have  thought  this  the 
most  eligible  plan.  It  obviates  the  objection 
of  committing  Congress  to  a  precedent  which 
might  be  embarrassing  in  legislating  on  par- 
ticular cases. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Mr.  Chairman,  I hayenoth- 
iog  to  say  against  the  amendment  submitted  by 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  [Mr.  HitchiKi] 
and  1  wish  now  merely  to  ezpldin  in  reference 
to  the  point  made  by  him  that  the  provision  to 
which  he  has  referred  was  put  upon  the  Army 
appropriation  bill  last  year  by  the  Senate, 
where  the  rule  we  have  in  the  House  does  not 
prevail.  It  was  not  inserted  in  this  House. 
I  am  compelled  to  make  the  point  of  order 
against  his  amendment  that  it  is  new  legisla- 
lioi'. 

The  CHAIRMAN  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  GAUFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  of  the  House  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing as  a  second  section  to  Uie  bili    There 


is  an  old  relic  of  barbarism  left  in  our  military 
laws  which  was  there  in  the  days  of  flogging 
in  the  Navy,  long  since  abolished ;  and  1  ask 
that  I  may  be  permitted  to  extinguish  this  last 
relic  of  barbarism,  which  allows  the  branding 
of  United  States  soldiers  upon  the  body. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

And  be  it  fmrth^r  tnaeted.  That  hereafter  it  shall 
be  illegal  to  brand,  mark,  or  tattoo  the  body  of  any 
soldier  by  sentence  of  court-martial;  and  the  word 
"corporeal"  shall  be  stricken  from  the  forty-fifth 
article  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  War  for  the 
government  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COB  URN.  I  ask  nnanimous  consent 
to  move  an  amendment  to  the  provision  in- 
serted on  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Slocttm]  in  reference  to  the  testing 
of  cartridges,  by  adding  the  words  '*and  that 
$l,<K)0'Of  which  sum  shall  be  for  the  purpose 
of  making  experiments  with  the  metallic  car- 
tridge of  Willis  B.  Moore." 

There  was  no  objection  ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  now  move  that  the  com- 
mittee rise  and  report  the  bill  and  amend- 
ments to  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose ;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair,  Mr.  Hol- 
MAN  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  Union  generally  under  consid- 
eration, and  particularly  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1641)  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1878, 
and  had  directed  him  to  report  the  same  back 
to  the  House  with  sundry  amendments. 

Mr.  DICKEY  demanded  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  bill  and  amendments. 

The  previous  question  waS  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  to  amend  the  title  by 
adding  the  w()rds  *^and  for  other  purposes.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DICKEY  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RITBR  AND  HARBOR  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
thjB  Committee  on  Commerce,  reported  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2208)  making  appropriations  for 
the  repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of 
certain  public  works  on  rivers  and  harbors, 
aftid  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RELIEF  OF  MAYAL  OFFICERS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BARBER,  a  bill  (S.  No. 
854)  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Navy,  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

SETTLERS  ON  INDIAN  LANDS. 

Mr.  CEEB3,  by  nnanimoos  ooosent,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  G.  W.  Wood  and  one* 
teen  other  members  of  the  senate  and  house  of 
representatives  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  the  biir(H.  R.  No.  96) 
for  the  protection  of  settlers  on  the  Indian 
lands  of  the  Unit«d  States;  and  the  same 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  CREBS.  I  ask  nnanimous  content  to 
have  the  petition  printed  in  the  Globe. 

There  waa  no  objootion,  and  it  was  so 
ordered. 


The  petition  is  as  foUowb*. 

7b  the  how>rable  the  Senate  and  Houte  <if  R^retenf' 
ativeM  of  the  United  Staiee  c/  America  in  Oongreee 
aeeembUd  : 

The  undersigned  respootfully  but  oArnestly  pray 
for  thje  passage  of  Ilouse  bill  No.  96.  introduced 
by  Hon.  J.  M.  Crbbs  on  the  13th  of  Maroh,  1871,  as 
amended  by  Hon.  Job  B.  STVVBMSON.of  the  Uouae 
Comiaittee  on  the  Publio  Lands.  Large  numbers  of 
workingmcn  and  women,  settlers  in  the  western 
States  and  Territories,  Will  be  greatly  benefited  by 
granting  the  above  prayer  at  an  early  day, 

BBPORT  or  STATISTICAL  BURKAI7. 

Mr.  FINKBLNBURG,  by  unanimous  con* 
sent,  submitted  the  following  concurrent  res- 
olution, which,  under  the  law,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing: 

Revived  bv  the  Houee  of  Repreeentativeet  (the  Sen- 
ate oonearringt)  That  there  be  printed  in  the  Ger- 
man langnage  seventy-five  hundred  copies  of  the 
report  of  the  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics:  two 
thousand  for  the  use  of  the  House,  one  thousand  for 
the  Senate,  five  hundred  eopies  bonad  for tho  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  four  thousand  to  be  distributed 
by  the  Treasury  Department. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

SESSION  OP  SATURDAY. 

The  SPEAKER.  By  order  of  the  House 
the  session  of  to-morrow  will  be  for  debate 
only,  no  business  whatever  to  be  transacted. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  it  was  agreeato. 

And  accordingly  (at  four  o'clock  and  forty- 
five  minutes  p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned. 


PXTITIONS«  KTG. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
undec  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

Bv  Mr.  BELL :  The  petition  of  G.  H.  Tag- 
gard  and  others,  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  for 
the  increase  of  pensions. 

By  Mr.  BIRD :  Several  petitions  of  citizens 
of  Woodbridge,  New  Jersey,  remonstrating 
against  the  reduotion  of  the  duties  on  earthen^ 
ware  and  stoneware. 

By  Mr.  BUFPJNTON:  The  memorial  of 
William  T.  Smith,  Jonathan  Bourne,  jr.,  and 
Samuel  Oshom,  jr.,  agents  and  managing  own- 
ers of  the  barks  Midas,  Progress,  Lagocb,  and 
the  ships  Daniel  Webster  and  fiuropa,  pray^ 
ing  to  be  reimbursed  on  account  of  losses  sus- 
tained by  abandoning  their  voyages  and  tak- 
ing on  board  of  their  vessels  twelve  hundred 
wrecked  seamen. 

By  Mr.  DUKB:  The  petition  of  G.  W. 
Kidd,  of  Amherst  county,  Virginia,  for  the 
removal  of  his  political  disabilitiea. 

By  Mr.  HARPER :  The  petition  of  James 
G.  Crawford,  of  Macon  county,  North  Caro- 
lina, asking  the  removal  of  his  political  disa- 
bilities. 

By  Mr.  KERR:  The  petition  of  O.  S.  Mill| 
C.  J.  Wright,  and  10  others,  citizens  of  Funk- 
hannock,  reonsylvaoia,  for  free  trade  in  pig 
lead. 

By  Mr.  LAMPORT :  The  remonstrance  of 
Israel  M.  Powell,  and  97  others,  citizens  of 
Naples,  Ontario  county,  New  York,  against 
the  reduction  of  the  duty  on  wool. 

By.  Mr.  McCLECLAND:  The  petition  of 
George  T.  Lewis,  Hiram  Weaver,  Jacob  Rushj 
and  24  others,  soldiers  of  the  late  Union  Army, 
citizens  of  Greene  county,  Pennsylvania,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  a  bounty  bill  allowing  every 
honorably  discharged  soldier  $8  88^  per  month. 

Bj  Mr.  McJUNKIN:  The  peation  of  North 
McElroy,  Alfred  Clonghly,  John  M.  Cooledge^ 
and  18  others,  late  soldiers  in  the  Union  Army, 
praying  the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1788, 
granting  totally  and  partially  disabled  soldiers 
aod  sailors  increased  pensions. 

BvMr.  MERRIAM:  The  memorial  of  Mar- 
tin W.  Priest,  treasurer  of  Mohawk  Mills,  and 
87  operatives  of  the  Saxony  Woolen  Company, 
of  Little  Falls,  New  York,  praying  for  protec* 
tion  to  American  labor. 

By  Mr.  MORGAN :  The  memorial  of  Mrs. 
Sarah  A.  Vance  and  other  ladies  of  Moans 
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decai  stands  at  the  ktng^s  gate  wbxle  their  ova 
friends  are  shiverins  in  the  cold.  The  man  a 
untrue  to  the-  people  among  whom  be  iivea, 
untrue  to  the  age,  untrae  to  natioaal  virti]^ 
untrue  to  himself,  who,  appareotlj  unmibdiui 
of  the  fact  that  all  human  ioatiiotioai  are 
imperfect;  parades  before  the  eyes  of  ihe  f»eo- 
ple  these  inherent  imperfections,  and  magiufie« 
offenses  that  of  necessity  must  exist  ouij  to 
breed  discontent  and  distrust  and  a  resUess 
desire  for  change. 

Sir,  I  have  fairh  in  the  intelligeoce  and  high 
purposes  of  the  American  people.  I  beiieTe« 
sir,  there  is  within  them  a  love  of  jastice  sod 
&,\T  play.  I  believe  they  are  ever  readj 
gratefully  to  reward  their  faitfaful  public  ser- 
vants, and  that  though  for  a  time  they  may  be 
thrown  into  doubt  by  artful  declaimers  «ho, 
above  all  others,  assume  to  have  eyes  to  dis- 
cover ini(}uity,  and  with  marvelous  self-as&ar- 
aiice  claim  to  be  themselves  above  reproach, 
yet  they  cannot  long  be  blinded.  They  will 
return  and  jud^e  between  the  true  and  the 
false,  and  they  who  have  needlessly  excited 
their  fears  will  find  at  length  that  the  peopl« 
are  capable  of  undt^rstandiag  and  apprectal.D* 
the  hollow  pretenses  of  those  whose  compUi&u 
are  found  to  mean  nothing  more  than  a  n^w 
deal  in  political  affairs.  Such  has  been  the 
experience  in  the  past  history  of  the  coontij. 
and  such  it  will  be  again.  The  per>ple  hare 
with  wonderful  enthusiasm  sustained  Repub 
lican  rule  since  its  inauguration,  evf  n  iu  spite 
of  the  protests  of  enemies  and  false  friendjs 
and  withont  a  peradventure  they  will  do  fo 
once  again ;  not  because,  indeed,  it  has  in  sll 
respects  been  free  from  errors,  but  for  the  rea- 
son that  in  the  main  its  policies  have  beea 
wise  and  humane,  in  the  interests  of  ju.stio* 
and  equal  rights,  and  in  the  interests  of  all  liae 
people,  whether  rich  or  poor,  bond  or  free. 

In  the  course  of  my  remarks  I  propose  to 
examine  to   some  extent   the  character  sd^ 
policies  of  the  present  Administration  ;  and, 
sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  be  so  extravagant  a.s  to 
ask  the  country  to  admit  that  in  every  way  it 
has  been  a  cbmplete  success;  that  it  has  bees 
conducted  with  all  the  superior  wisdom  that 
might  possibly  attach  •  to  the  management  of 
public  affairs ;  that  the  highest  possible  f^tat*^- 
manship  of  the  age  has  b^n  its  distiaguiefaini 
feature.     Yet,   sir,  I  do  propose  to  dedanr. 
unhesitatingly,  that  it  is  my  judgment — and  I 
believe  the  judgment  of  a  msjbrit^  of  the  bes: 
people  of  tills  country  who  are  m  the  habrt 
of  observing  political  affairs  with  a  view  of 
understanding  and  promoting  the  highest  honor 
and  interest  of  our  great  Commonwealth — ibs: 
this  Administration  has  been  so  far,  to  say  the 
very  least  that  can  be  said  of  it,  a  fair  aversge 
administration,  if  indeed  it  has  at  all  been  ex- 
celled by  any  administration  in  the  past.     Bat 
before  I  proceed  further  in  this  airection  I 
desire  to  call  attention  to  a  few  significset 
facts  connected  with  the  past  political  history 
of  this  country.     The  people  have  not  forgot- 
ten that  for  many  years  before  the  Republican 
party  came  into  existence  the  so-called  Dem 
ooratic  party  was  in  power,  and  was  responsi- 
ble for  the  admiuistration  of  the  aflkirs  of  G^- 
ernment,  and  in  a  great  measore  for  the  poiit- 
real  ideas  develops  during  those  years  amon{ 
the  people,  and  advocated  and  sustained  by 
the  party  in  power. 

when  the  foundations  of  our  iostitutioDS 
were  laid  by  our  revolutionary  forefathers, 
they  were  laid  in  the  interests  of  freedom. 
Justice  and  equal  rights  were  among  the  foaod- 
ation-stones  of  our  great  fabric.  The  brotd 
principle  was  recognised  that  of  one  blood  had 
God  made  all  the  nations  of  this  babbling  eartb. 
and  that  in  regard  to  their  natural  God  given 
rights  there  could  be  no  difference ;  thui  the 
differences  observable  in  their  condition  is  ii 
consequence  of  their  peculiar  surroundings; 
that  kings  do  not  reign  by  divine  right,  sad 
subjects  toil  in  poverty  and  chains  becaniw  ea* 
titled  to  ao  belter  &te.    But  all  these  leaHul 


Vernon,  Ohio,  asking  Congress  to  remove  the 
political  disabilities  of  Colonel  John  W.  Mul- 
len, of  Williams  county,  Texas.  The  petition 
recites  the  generous  conduct  of  Colonel  Mul- 
len in  restoring  to  Mrs.  Vance  the  watch  of 
Colonel  Joseph  W.  Vance,  who  fell  in  battle 
'    during  the  late  civil  war. 

By  Mr.  PETERS;  The  petition  of  M.  M. 
.  Folsom  and  others,  of  Oldtown,  Maine,  in 
favor  of  House  bill  No.  1788. 

By  Mr.  POLAND:  The  petition  of  General 
J.  W.  Phelps,  of  Vermont,  praying  compen- 
sation for  the  use  of  certain  premises  in  Alex- 
andria, Virginia. 

By  Mr.  SWANN  :  The  memorial  of  Chesnut, 
Townsend  &  Co.  and  others,  of  Baltimore, 
Maryland,  praying  a  uniform  tax  on  manufac- 
tured tobacco,  and  for  the  passage  of  an  act  to 
require  holders  of  tobacco  in  bond  to  pay  the 
829  tax  on  manufactured,  and  whatever  tax 
may  be  fixed  on  smoking,  tobacco,  &c. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satukdat,  April  6,  1872. 

The  House  met'  at  twelve  o'clock  m.,  Mr. 
Waldron  in  the  chair  as  Speaker  pro  tempore. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler, 
D.  D. 

The  Clerk  having  commenced  to  read  the 
Journal  of  yesterday, 

Mr.  BECK,  i  ask  that  by  unanimous  con- 
sent the  further  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  the  further 
reading  of  the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

ORDBR  OF  BUSINB8S. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  iempore.  By  order  of 
the  House,  the  session  of  to.-day  is  tor  debate 
only,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  no  busi- 
ness to  be  transacted. 

DBrSNBirOlf  THE  BBPUBLIGAN  PARTY. 

Mr.  MOORE.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  adminis- 
tration of  human  governments  has  always, 
among  an  intelligent  and  free  people,  been  a 
matter  of  anxious  and  severe  criticism,  and 
no  matter  how  honestly  and  faithfully  public 
officers  may  have  performed  their  duties,  they 
have  never  been  able  to  shield  themselves  from 
-the  most  uncharitable  and  unwarrantable 
asperttions. 

We  would  not,  however,  say  or  do  anything 
that  might  iu  any  degree  lessen  the  disposition 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  this  countv  to 
look  with  watchful  jealousy  over  their  rights, 
and  to  guard  against  any  possible  usurpations 
on  the  part  of  those  who,  by  their  free  suf- 
frages, they  have  elevated  to  places  of  trust, 
responsibility,  and  power. 

Eternal  vigilance  is  now,  as  ever  heretofore, 
the  price  of  liberty ;  and  American  citizens 
cannot  allow  themselves  to  become  indiffl^rent 
in  reference  to  the  modes  by  which  govern- 
ment is  administered  among  them.  A  wise 
discrimination,  however,  as  between  the  faith* 
ful  and  the  unfaithful,  the  honest  and  the  dis- 
honest, the  sincere  and  the  unscrupulous,  is 
of  immense  importance.  It  will  certainly  he 
unfortunate  for  any  peof^e  so  far  to  deceive 
themselves  as  to  deliver  over,  even  tempo- 
rarily, any  of  their  great  interests  to  the  keep- 
ing of  bad  men,  and  it  will  certainly  be  equally 
unfortunate  for  a  free  people  to  fail  to  appre- 
ciate the  services  of  those  who  honestly  and 
faithfully  administer  their  affairs,  and  who, 
after  long  years  of  trial,  have  not  failed  to  re- 
flect credit  upon  every  public  position,  how- 
ever elevated  and  responsible  they  may  have 
been  called  upon  to  fill.  There  is  everywhere, 
sir,  a  clamor  for  good  and  true  men  to  be  put 
in  office.  The  people  and  the  press  are  con- 
stantly saying,  **  Give  us  honest  and  faithful 
public  servants  who  will  administer  all  the 
departments  of  Goverument  unselfishly  and 
in  the  interests  of  the  people."  This,  sir, 
is  well,  just  what  we  need,  and  what  certainly 
every  honest  man  should  desire,  and  every 
subject  oi'  the  Government  labor  to  secure. 


But,  sir,  such  are  the  peculiarities  of  frail 
humanity,  such  the  weakness  of  the  human 
understanding,  such  the  want  of  adequate 
Capacities  nicely  to'  discriminate,  such  the 
baleful  influence  of  prejudice  and  passion, 
such  the  vaulting  spirit  of  ambition,  that  there 
is  a  perpetual  controversy  as  to  who  is  honest 
and  trustworthy ;  and,  unfortunately  for  some 
nations  that  huve  passed  away,  so  demoralized 
had  become  the  popular  sentiment  among 
them,  so  distrustful  had  the  masses  become 
of  all  public  servants,  that  even  he  whose 
hands  were  the  puiest,  and  whose  only  pur- 
pose was  so  to  serve  the  State  as  to  make  it 
efficient  in  protecting  every  legitimate  inter- 
est, was  unappreciated,  and  as  oasely  reviled 
and  cast  down  as  though  he  had  been  the 
very  •  impersonation  of  everything  heartless 
and  hateful.  For  such  a  people,  so  fearfully 
diseased,  there  is  absolutely  no  remedy^  They 
must  continue  to  sink  lower  and  lower  still  till 
every  interest  meant  to  be  conserved  by  Gov- 
ernment is  utterly  and  hopelessly  wrecked. 

The  man  who  conceives  that  he  can  never 
be  more  faithfully  employed  than  when  he  is 
sitting  in  severe  judgement  u^on  public  func- 
tionaries, and  the  administrations  of  Govern- 
ment, is  sadly  deluded.  He  who  without 
just  cause,  and  without  good  and  substantial 
evidence  before  him,  pours  out  indiscrimin- 
ately his  comp^ints  against  public  men,  and 
the  management  of  public  affairs,  is  a  disor- 
ganizer  of  society,  and  does  what  he  is  able 
in  the  way  of  producing  a  morbid  public  sen- 
timent and  a  general  demoralization  among 
the  people.  Confidence  in  Governments  and  in 
the  integrity  of  public  servants  is  absolutely 
indispensable  to  peace  and  progress,  is  indis 
pensable  to  the  stability  of  Governments  them- 
selves, and  the  success  of  all  those  enterprises 
which  develop  the  resources  of  a  country  and 
arouse  the  energies  of  a  people. 

We  are  in  favor  of  the  most  constant  watch- 
fulness Du  the  part  both  of  the  press  and  the 
people,  and  of  the  freest  and  most  unlimited 
criticism  when  the  motives  that  impel  to  such 
a  course  are  pure,  and  when  there  are  -pal- 
pably just  grounds  for  animadversion ;  but  we 
deplore  the  existence  of  that  .vile  spirit  of 
complaint  which  has  no  other  reasons  to  plead 
for  its  busy  clamor  than  its  own  prejudices,  its 
own  disappointments,  its  own  ambitions,  and 
its  own  want  of  harmony  with  the  powers  that 
be.  We  deplore  the  existence  of  the  fact  that 
in  this  country  there  are  ever  to  be  found  those 
who  never  seem  to  believe  a  man  honest  unless 
he  implicitly  yields  himself  up  to  be  controlled 
for  the  furtherance  of  their  own  unworthy 
purposes,  and  who  have  no  sympathy  with  ad- 
ministrations of  government  unless  the  whole 
machinery  is  run  in  their  interest  and  that  of 
their  friends.  They  have  policies  of  their  own, 
pet  schemes  and  pet  friends,  which  must  l^ 
proipoted,  and  if  to  this  extent  authoritiesand 
powers  exercise  themselves,  then  they  are  by 
these  chronic  grumblers  pronounced  to  be  sound 
and  eminently  patriotic.  But  the  moment  their 
individual  interests  and  those  of  their  friends 
are  subordinated  to  greater  and  more  general 
iuterestj),  they  assume  the  name  and  rdle  of 
reformers,  and  fly  to  the  people  to  inform  them 
that  they  are  about  to  be  betrayed  by  those 
whom  they  have  trusted  with  power;  that  the 
whole  administration  of  affairs  has  become 
corrupt,  and  that  they  alone,  faithful  among 
the  faithless,  having  risen  libove  the  terrible 
moral  desolation,  remain  to  warn  the  people 
of  their  danger. 

With  such  minds  it  makes  no  difference  who 
stands  at  the  heaH  of  affairs ;  it  is  a  matter  of 
no  consequence  to  them  that  by  his  singular 
merits  he  has  carved  his  way  to  fame,  and  by 
imperishable  deeds  won  a  name  without  the 
honorable  mention  of  which  the  history  of 
his  country  could  not  be  faithfully  written  ; 
it  signifies  nothing  that  his  wonderful  achieve- 
ments have  made  his  land  illustrioas,  and  won 
for  him  the  gratitude  of  mankind,  if  still  Mor- 
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inequalities  were,  in  ifaeir  estinoatioo,  the  resnlt 
of  long  jears  of  violence,  fraud,  and  misgov- 
emmeBt.  Power  had  asserted  its  divine  right 
to  dictate  terms  to  the  masses.  It  had  been 
overlooked,  especially  in  practice,  that  gov* 
eroments  were  meant  to  conserve  the  interests 
of  the  governed,  and  that  none,  however  weak 
and  defenseless,  were  to  be  deprived  of  the 
privilege  of  sharing  in  their  blessings.  That 
other  notion,  that  the  people  were  made  for 
the  State,  and  not  the  State  for  the  people,  had 
hitherto  prevailed  in  almost  all  the  seats  of 
power  the  world  over. 

Our  forefathers  intended,  so  far  as  their 
power  and  influence  could  reach,  to  put  an  end 
to  all  forms  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  and 
here  in  the  New  World,  and  under  the  auspices 
of  a  beneflcent  Providence,  to  rear  a  Qovern- 
ment  founded  upon  the  idea  **  that  all  men  are 
created  equal ;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their 
Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights;  that 
among  these  are  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness."  They  did  not  at  first  achieve 
all  that  they  desired.  They  established  a  lie- 
public,  but  tliere  were  yet  remaining  under  its 
shadow  chains  and  oppression,  and  practices 
were  tolerated,  as  the  result  of  compromises 
which  seemed  almost  iudispeusible,  that  were 
nevertheless  abhorreut  to  the  good  men  of  those 
revolutionary  times.  But  so  thoroughly  was 
the  spirit  of  liberty  infused  into  our  whole 
political  system,  and  so  prominent  a  place  was 
assigned  to  the  principles  of  the  immortal 
Declaration  of  1  ndependence,  that  the  best  men 
of  those  times  believed  that  in  a  few  vears  all 
remaiutttg  forms  of  oppression  woum  vanish, 
and  that  our  Government  would  become  in  fact 
what  it  was  in  name  and  theory,  a  Government 
sustaining  the  equal  rights  of  all,  and  aflPording 
to  all  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

Jefferson  said  that  slavery  was  an  anomaly 
under  a  free  Government,  was  against  nature 
and  the  justice  of  God,  and  must  soon  die  out 
among  a  liberty-loving  people,  and  under  a 
Government  which  recognizes  the  idea  ihat  all 
men  are,  wiih  respect  to  rights,  alike  equally 
endowed  by  their  Creator ;  and  Franklin  de- 
clared that  wherever  slavery  existed  its  very 
gresence  exercised  a  debasing  influence  upon 
aman  nature  itself.  So  held  the  best  states- 
men among  those  who  laid  the  foundations  of 
oor  Government  and  first  administered  its 
affairs  afler  the  adoption  of  our  grand  Con- 
Btitation.  Fortunate  would  it  have  been  for 
the  Americau  people,  for  modern  civilization 
and  progress,  had  the  fond  anticipations  of 
these  early  and  pure  statesmen  been  realized, 
and  had  those  who  came  after  them  been  per- 
mitted to  see  the  wrongs  which  at  first  were 
only  tolerated  vanishing  as  the  grea  1  princi- 
ples of  freedom  and  equal  rights  became  more 
clearly  and  distinctly  defined. 

But  unfortunately,  while  the  great  American 
Republic  was  growing  strong,  and  assuming 
consideration  among  the  first  nations  of  the 
earth,  and  while  generally  we  were  advancing 
with  the  advancing  tide  of  modern  progress 
and  enlightenment,  these  fearful  wrongs,  these 
defects  m  our  national  organization,  these 
excrescences  which  we  were  not  able  to  throw 
off  in  the  hour  that  gave  birth  to  pur  present 
national  Constitution,  but  which  we  hoped  our 
added  vital  forces  would  in  a  few  years  elim- 
inate, began  to  gather  strength  and  favor,  and 
to  claim  to  be,  if  evils  at  all,  yet  necessary 
evils,  and  finally,  advancing  to  higher  consid- 
eration, it  was  claimed  that  they  were  con- 
comitants of  the  normal  condition  of  our  na- 
tion ai  life,  and  attendants  upon  the  highest 
order  of  civilization. 

Step  by  step  we  had  come  to  the  anomalous 
condition  of  the  freest  people  in  the  world, 
and  the  proudest  boasters  of  our  own  liberties, 
sustaining  the  most  odious  system  of  human 
slavery  ever  known  among  civilized  men,  and 
binding  to  perpetual  serfdom  millions  of  peo- 
ple by  nature  as  clearly  entitled  to  freedom 
as  ourselves,  and  this  in  the  face  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence,  in  the  face  of  the  1, 


elevated  and  enlightened  utterances  to  the  con- 
trary of  the  founders  of  our  great  Common- 
wealth, and,  though  claiming  to  be  par  excel- 
lence a  Christian  natiotf,  in  the  face  of  that 
golden  rule  which  declares,  ^*  Whatsoever  ye 
would  that  men  should  do  unto  you,  do  ye 
even  so  unto  them.''  Nor  is  this  all,  but  we 
went  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  and 
to  the  Constitutiori  itself,  and  ransacked  the 
tomes  of  our  national  history  with  all  the 
sleepless  vigilance  and  subtle  ingenuity  pecu* 
liar  to  minds  bent  on  making  the  worse  appear 
the  better  cause,  to  find  some  such  sanciion 
of  that  which  we  would  now  perpetuate  as 
should  make  it  appear  at  least  plausible,  if 
not  respectable,  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized 
world. 

And  the  Book  of  books  was  resorted  to  by 
statesmen,  politicians,  and  divines  as  well, 
that,  if  possible,  from  that  respectable  source 
some  crumb  of  comfort  might  be  drawn,  or 
some  such  show  of  approval  found  as  should 
enable  the  national  conscieuce  quietly  to  settle 
down  in  the  belief  that  one  portion  of  the 
human  family  was  foreordained  to  be  the 
slaves  of  the  other,  and  doomed  to  yield  in 
pious  resignation  to  whatever  the  more  for: 
tunate  might  choose  to  impose  upon  them. 

While,  without  doubt,  it  was  the  purpose 
of  the  founders  of  our  inbtitutious  to  make -all 
the  powers  of  Government  siibserve  the  inter- 
ests of  freedom ;  while  it  was  their  fond  hope 
that  every  vestige  of  oppression,  and  every 
relic  of* misrule,  which  had  so  long  cursed 
mankind,  should  disappear  from  among  our 
people,  yet  after  the  lapse  of  several  Adminis- 
trations we  find  freedom  its<{lf  struggling  to 
maintain  even  an  equal  footing  with  slavery  in 
the  boasted  Republic. 

Freedom  had  in  a  measure  ceased  to  be  the 
great  central  idea  in  the  national  mind,  and 
the  Democratic  party,  under  its  later  Admin- 
istrations, not  content  that  the  growth  of 
slavery  should  keep  pace  with  that  of  freedom, 
bent  all  its  energies  in  the  interest  of  slavery, 
and  demanded  that  it  should  itself  become 
national.  The  repeal  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise was  to  this  end,  and  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  swayed  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  advancing  despotism,  was  swifl 
to  declare  that  the  colored  man  had  no  rights 
in  this  country  which  the  white  man  was  bound 
to  respect.  The  doctrine  that  all  men  were 
created  equal  had  ceased  to  command  respect 
and  recognition  from  the  dominant  party,  now 
wedded  to  the  institution  of  human  slavery, 
and  it  boldly  announced  that  our  Government 
in  its  inception  was  ordained  to  be  a  white 
man's  government 

But  the  strange  deflection  from  the  original 
designs  of  the  founders  of  free  government  in  the 
New  World  stopped  not  here.  The  great  lights 
and  geniuses  of  the  party  reviled  publicly  the 
social  system  of  States  based  upon  free  labor 
aud  the  absolute  freedom  of  all  the  people,  and 
pronounced  it  plebeian  and  vulgar.  Ihey  de- 
nounced free  labor,  and  declared  that  the  indus- 
trious mechanic  and  laboring  man  who  were 
endeavoring  to  build  up  their  fortunes  and 
educate  their  families  bjr  their  honest  toil, 
were  but ''  greasy  mechanics  and  mud-sills  of 
society ;"  that  the  highest  interests  of  polite 
society,  the  noblest  human  development,  re- 
quired that  capital  should  own  the  laborer, 
whether  while  or  black.  Not  content  that 
slavery  should  'be  considered  a  creature  of 
local  law,  a  mere  municipal  institution  or  regu- 
lation, they  boldly  demanded  a  recognition 
of  the  doctrine  that  the  Constitution  carried 
slavery  by  its  own  force  wherever  it  went,  and 
that  slavery  was,  equally  with  freedom,  entitled 
to  intrench  itself  wherever  waved  the  ensign 
of  the  country. 

Such  was  the  drift  of  national  politics,  such 
the  absurd  ideas  of  the  dominant  party,  when 
the  great  Republican  party  sprang  into  exist- 
ence. Already  were  fifteen  States  of  this 
Union  under  the  complete  dominion  of  sla- 
very with  their  vast  population,  aud  a  breadth 
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of  territory  eonal  .to  half  the.  territory  of  all 
the  States,  ana  to  make  reputable,  and  to  per- 
petuate it,  all  the  forces  of  this  great  area,  both 
moral  and  physical,  were  subsidized  to  it  inter- 
ests. The  pulpit,  the  press,  and  the  literature 
of  the  schools  were  mustered  into  its  service, 
and  so  sacred  had  it  become,  so  absolutely  was 
it  regarded  as  the  normal  condition  of  society, 
the  highest  order  of  civilization,  that  no  crime 
was  considered  as  deserving  severer  or  more 
instant  and  exemplary  nunishment  than  an 
open  attack  or  unfriendly  criticism  upon  its 
character. 

It  absolutely  now  seems  strange  that  any 
portion  of  the  descendants  of  revolutionary 
times  should  have  so  widely  departed  from 
original  principles  as  to  have  conceived  the 
idea  of  sustaining  wrongs  of  such  a  character 
and  making  them  the  basis  of  a  social  system. 
Yet  so  it  was.  And  so  deterinined  were  the 
advocates  of  the  system  to  accomplish  their 
purposes,  that  they  were  ready  to  give  up  the 

?[rand  fabric  of  self-government  which  our 
athers  had  reared,  to  dissolve  the  Union,  and 
abandon  the  flag  and  the  Constitution,  rather 
than  to  allow  their  pet  institution  tQ  be  put  in 
jeopardy.  To  this  state  of  affairs  had  the 
Democratic  party  consecrated  their  genius  and 
their  powers.  The  end  of  slavery  they  had 
ceased  to  contemplate.  They  had  coYiseoted 
to  the  iiotion  that  government  among  us  was  to 
be^  run  in  the  interest  of  white  men  alone,  and 
privileged  white  men  at  that ;  that  governments 
were  primarily  for  genteel  people  and  men  of 
property,  and  thai  the  vulgar  common  herd 
of  laborers  and  greasy  mechanics  should  not 
venture  to  approach  familiarly,  tdo  near  their 
sacred  precincts — ^a  heresy  so  monstrous  that 
one  can  scarcely  fathom  the  depths  of  its 
terrible  iniquity. 

But,  further,  that  slavery  might  be  the  more 
securely  protected  and  intrenched,  cotton 
must  be  made  king.  To  reach  this  result, 
the  cotton  of  the  slave-holding  States  of  this 
Republic  must  control  the  markets  of  the 
world.  To  this  end  it  must  be  produced 
cheaper  here  than  in  any  other  country.  The 
great  manufacturing  nations  must  be  able 
not  only  to  obtain  the  raw  material  from  us 
cheaper  than  from  others,  but  among  us,  as 
the  consumers  of  the  manufactured  fabric, 
they  must  find  a  market  without  home  com- 
petition. To  be  able  to  produce  cotton  cheap, 
and  crowd  all  other  nations  out  of  the  mar- 
ket, cheap  provisions  must  be  had  to  feed 
the  slave  while  producing  the  cotton.  To 
make  provittioos  cheap  all  the  people  in  the 
agricultural  regions  of  the  country  mijst  be 
compelled  to  engage  in  the  creation  jof  agri- 
cultural products.  Manufactories  of  all  kinds 
must  be  discouraged  as  calculated  to  with- 
draw a  portion  of  the  people  from  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  and  by  creating  a  home  market 
enhance  the  price  of  provisions.  Absolute 
free  trade  became  with  the  slave-holding 
Democracy  a  ^vorite  scheme,  whose  known 
tendency  and  purpose  was  to  make  us  as  a 
nation  wholly  dependent  upon  other  nations 
for  the  products  of  skilled  labor  and  the 
mechanic  arts,  and  to  shut  up  our  people  to 
one  branch  of  industry  chiefly,  that  of  culti- 
vating the  soil. 

This  was  a  studied  and  deliberate  attempt 
to  make  all  other  interests  of  this  country 
subsidiary  to  the  one  grvat  business  of  rais- 
ing cotton,  and  making  slavery  perpetual,  by 
making  the  business  ot  the  world  dependent 
upon  the  products  of  slave  labor.  But  its 
iniquitous  effect,  foreseen  and  predetermined, 
was  to  make  free  laborers  of  this  country 
themselves  the  slaves  of  the  slave  system. 

The  policy  of  the  Democracy  in  this  regard 
was  a  foreign  one,  as  opposed  to  a  genuine 
American  policy  which  should  encourage  a 
home  market  for  its  surplus  products  by  cher- 
ishing a  variety  of  industries,  aud  thus  more 
successfully  develop  the  vast  resources  which 
a  boundless  Provideuoe  had  placed  within  our 
reach. 
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Am  I  told  that  nevertheless  the  country  in 
the  meanwhile  experienced  a  rapid  growth  in 
wealih  and  population?  Granted;  but  other 
nations  have  experienced  great  increase  in 
wealth  and  popuiation^and,  indeed,  of  grandear 
and  glory  under  the  operation  of  policies  con* 
fessedly  not  the  best^  and  even  in  the  absence 
of  wise  statesmanship.  The  energies  of  a 
people,  each  one  bent  upon  the  improvement 
of  his  own  condition,  have  often  made  nations 
great  in  spite  of  the  blunders  of  their  states- 
men. But  the  first  duty  of  good  government 
is  not  to  reach  after  the  acquisition  of  great 
wealth  and  magnificence,  but  to  foster  those 
elements  and  influences  which  contribute  to 
national  virtue,  and  the  contentment,  happi- 
ness, and  prosperity  of  the  people. 

One  can  scarcely  understand  how  a  people 
who  bad  breathed  the  air  of  freedom  in  this 
country  could  have  ever  reached  such  a  pitch 
of  madness  and  supreme  folly.  Yet  this  is 
a  part  of  the  record  of  the  party  which  had 
controlled  the  country  and  given  out  polit- 
ical ideaa  to  the  people  for  years  when  the 
Eepublicau  pariy  came  into  power.  And  this 
greut  party  of  the  people  was  not  made  to 
order;  the  exigencies  of  the  times  called  it 
into  existence.  There  were  still  remaining 
those  who  had  not  gone  over  to  the  enemy ; 
who  had  not  forgotten  the  lessons  of.  history, 
nor  lost  the  spirit  of  the  early  times;  who 
believed  that  freedom,  and  not  slavery,  was 
the  normal  condition  of  mankind;  that  the 
greatest  possible  human  elevation  was  incom- 
patible with  that  order  of  society  that  com- 
pelled one  class  of  men  to  toil  for  another 
wiihout  coiilpeusation ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
the  most  rapid  progress  in  every  substantial 
interest  afifecting  the  development  of  wealth, 
intelligence,  happiness,  stability,  and  endur- 
ing good  is  compatible  with  that  social  system 
which  dignifies  labor,  which  secures  to  him 
that  toils  the  hope  of  reward,  and  protects 
him  in  the  security  of  person  and  property, 
and  that  equal  liberty  which  enables  him, 
under  the  limitations  and  restrictions  of  just 
laws,  to  pursue  happiness  in  the  manner  best 
suited  to  his  own  tastes  and  capacities. 

The  Republican  party  was  organized  in  an- 
tagonism wiih  the  dominant  power.  With 
national  freedom  inscribed  on  its  banners,  it 
walked  forth  upon  the  battle-field  of  thought 
and  action.  It,  however,  struck  at  no  vested 
rights,  it  interfered  with  no  municipal  institu- 
tions, it  made  war  against  no  franchises  secured 
under  the  Constitution.  It  avowed  its  purpose 
to  stand  by  the  Constitution  and  maintain 
inviolable  the  Union  of  these  States.  Its  pur- 
pose was  to  guarantee  more  certainly  and  se- 
curely to  the  people  and  the  individual  States 
all  their  rights  and  franchises.  It  made  no 
war  even  upon  the  institution  of  slavery  where, 
under  the  sanction  of  the  Constitution,  it  was 
protected  and  regulated  by  local  State  law.  It 
only  protested,  as  it  had  a  right  to  do,  that  the 
vile,  blasting  curse  should  not  force  itself  upon 
an  unwilling  people. 

The  Republican  party  was,  in  its  inception, 
is  now,  and  I  hope  ever  will  be,  the  sworn 
enemy  of  all  forms  of  oppression.  When  it 
speaks  it  is  in  the  interest  of  I'ree  men  and  iree 
institutions.  When  it  legislates  it  is  in  the  in- 
terest of  freedom  and  against  oppression.  It 
says  to  him  who  would  arrogate  to  himself 
rights  and  privileffes  which  he  would  withhold 
from  another,  **  xon  are  wrong.  You  are  no 
better  by  nature  than  other  men.  What  to  you 
in  the  way  of  privilege  is  desirable  is  also  de- 
sirable to  other  men.  It  is  as  beautiful  in  the 
eyes  of  justice  for  others  to  be  happy,  free, 
and  prosperous  as  for^ou ;  and  while  we  would 
not  restrict  a  single  nght  of  yours,  nor  rear  a 
single  obstacle  in  the  path  of  your  prosperitv 
and  progress,  we  say  simply  to  you,  *  Hands  ofi ; 
let  other  men  also  live  and  flourish ;  let  other 
men  enjoy,  in  peace  and  gladness,  God's  free 
air,  earth,  and  water.  They  may  be  ignorant ; 
no  matter,  God  mode  them,  and  they  are  born 
to  progress  if  not  downtrodden  and  oppressed. 
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They  may  be  of  a  lower  type ;  no  matter,  they 
are  men  for  all  that,  and  they  to  us  and  we  to 
them  are  bound  by  the  same  high  moral  obli- 
gations. Are  they  wdak,  degraded,  and  unde- 
veloped^ So  much  the  more  are  they  entitled 
to  the  sympathies  of  the  wise  and  powerful. 
Weakness  and  ignorancCf  by  no  code,  human 
or  divine,  were  ever  known  to  work  a  forfeit- 
ure of  rights.'"  Such  was  the  creed  of  the 
Republican  party  in  the  beginning,  such  is  its 
ereed  now.  It  would  place  disabilities  upon 
none  but  the  violators  of  law.  It  says  now  to 
all,  without  respect  to  race,  color^  or  previous 
condition,  **^  Let  other  men  alone  in  the  peace- 
able possession  of  their  rights,  mind  your  own 
business,  pursue  your  own  chosen,  lawful  avo* 
cations  in  peace  as  law-abiding  citizens,  and 
let  other  men  do  the  same.''  This  we  insist 
upon,  with  this  we  shall  be  satisfied,  and  with 
nothing  less.  It  is  the  mission  of  good  gov- 
ernment to  maintain  such  a  state  of  affairs, 
and  when  it  fails  in  this  it  fails  in  everything 
essential  to  sood  government. 

The  Republican  party  came  into  power  with 
these  great  principles  of  truth  and  justice 
emblazoned  on  its  banners.  It  elected  to  the 
chief  magistracy  a  man  whose  sympathies 
were  with  the  struggling  millions  of  our  race ; 
whose  life  was  animated  by  the  most  equitable 
demands  of  natural  iusfcice ;  whose  devotion 
to  the  perpetuity  of  this  Union  was  never  for 
a  moment  called  in  question;  who  in  his 
political  faith  knew  no  sectional  limitations, 
as  the  whole  country  was  the  object  of  his 
supreme  solicitude.  His  election  was  the  tri- 
umph of  liberal  views.  It  was  an  assurance 
that  the  nation  should  be  brought  back  tq 
original  principles ;  a  pledge  that  henceforth 
it  should  be  run  in  the  interest  of  freedom  and 
not  in  the  interest  of  slavery  and  oppression  ; 
that  under  the  starry  banner  all  the  subjects 
of  government  should  have  a  fiiir  and  equal 
chance  in  the  race  of  life. 

It  was  not  an  indication,  however,  that 
slaveiy  should  at  once  disappear,  but  that  it 
was  likely  to  be  restricted  within  its  proper 
limits,  and  not,  by  the  fostering  hand  of  the 
national  Government,  become  a  thing  of  such 
gigantic  growth  and  overmastering  influence 
as  ultimately  to  crush  out  libertpr  itself ;  and 
the  hope  was  begotten  in  the  minds  of  good 
men  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the 
land  that  it  might  be  placed  in  such  a  condi- 
tion that  its  ultimate  extinction,  in  a  peaceful 
way,  might  be  looked  for.  It  was  a  blot  upon 
the  fair  uame  of  our  Republic,  a  disgrace  to 
modern  civilization,  and  at  war  with  the  pro- 
gressive spirit  of  the  age. 

And  why  should  not  all  hearts  have  rejoiced 
that  its  power  was  checked,  and  its  perpetuity, 
with  its  long  catalogue  of  crimes  and  enormi- 
ties, to  all  human  probability  rendered  prob- 
lematical? But  all  hearts  did  not  r^oice. 
On  the  contrary,  the  advocates  of  slavery,  who 
had  determined  to  make  its  power  and  influ- 
ence paramount  in  this  country,  were  resolved 
not  to  submit  to  this  decision  of  the  American 
people.  Slavery  was  their  idol,  and  having 
failed  at  the  bollot-liox,  they  determined,  in 
the  interest  of  that  idol,  to  make  war  upon  the 
Government  of  their  fathers.  With  this  move- 
ment the  Democeatic  party  was  in  sympathy. 
The  country  woe  in  imminent  peril.  Its  in- 
tegrity was  threatened,  and  its  very  life  was  in 
danger,  while  Democratic  leaders  were  avow- 
ing the  miserable  heresy  that  the  national  Gov- 
ernment had  no  constitutional  power  to  coerce 
or  compel  obedience.  All  the  machinery  of 
Government  was  well-uigh  delivered  over,  by 
the  ongoing  Administration,  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy.  What,  now,  was  to  be  done  by 
the  friends  of  the  Government?  To  be  pas- 
sive and  iudifl'erent  was  to  betray  the  trust 
committed  to  their  hands,  and  to  allow  the 
great  ship  of  State,  the  pride  aud  glory  of  our 
liberty  loving  ancestors,  to  drive  till  wrecked 
forever  upon  the  breakers. 

To  enforce  the  laws  and  to  assert  the  su- 
premacy of  the  General  Government  overall 


its  distracted  territory,  war,  it  seemed,  mast 
inevitably  follow.  There  was,  however,  ki 
one  course  to  pursue  as  the  dictate  of  wisdoa 
and  common  sense,  and  that  was  to  aisen&iij 
maintain  everywhere  inviolably  thosQpremwj 
of  the  Government.  It  was  supreise  or  it  vu 
no  Government  at  all,  and  the  voice  oftiie 
people  constitutionally  expressed  but  a  solemo 
fiirce.  It  was  now  to  be  demonstrated  wbeihec 
or  not  we  had  a  Government  of  sofficieDt  ni^ 
force  to  take  care  of  itself  and  preserre  iu 
existence  against  the  devices  of  both  fortiga 
and  domestic  foes.  The  party  of  freedom  wu 
true  to  the  demands  of  the  terrible  hour. 
Planting  itself  upon  the  great  faodameoul 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  relying  [lyx 
the  justice  of  the  cause  and  the  ancieot  virtue 
and  patriotism  of  the  friends  of  the  Unido, 
its  mandate  went  forth  that  **  the  Union  ocat 
and  shall  be  preserved,"  the  majesty  of  i» 
maintained,  and  the  decisions  of  the  majoriu. 
to  whom  the  last  appeal  must  be  made,  isd 
be  upheld. 

And  war  did  come.  The  pride  and  ^lory 
of  the  Democratic  party  went  ioto  rebeltioi 
against  the  Government  which  their  fktken 
had  made,  and  which  they  thenaseWes.  tA 
but  trifling  intervals,  had  controlled  and  td- 
ministerea  for  more  than  thirty  consecQtiTe 
years.  For  four  years  this  Government,  oi 
account  of  the  unfaithfulness  of  the  old  Dem- 
ocratic party,  was  compel leil  to  grapple  viik 
the  most  fearful,  causeless,  and  wicked  rebel- 
lion that  was  ever  organized  against  the  iik 
of  any  Government  in  modern  times.  IV" 
the* success  of  the  Union  arms  depended  iu 
salvation  of  free  institutions,  not  onljin  ilw 
New  World,  but  also  in  the  Old.  Upon  lbs 
valor  and  endurance  of  our  patriotic  ciiizep  sol- 
diery who  loved  the  Union,  and  with  viiiiD* 
hearts  and  minds  rushed  to  arms,  depended  ;he 
safety  of  the  grand  temple  which  oor  ialfaen 
had  reared,  and  amid  the  acclaim  of  mil 
lions  of  the  downtrodden  of  earth  hadordaioe^ 
to  be  an  asylum  for  the  oppressed  and  ib$ 
home  of  the  free  and  the  brave.  Yictoiraate 
at  last.  Rebellion  went  down,  ani  its  prime^ 
moving  cause  went  down  with  it.  The  \m- 
ner  once  trailed  in  the  dust  by  pro£ine  hiod: 
was  vindicated,  and  everywhere  again  vared 
in  proud  triumph.  The  Union  was  not  d^ 
stroyed,  the  notional  honor  was  maintaioed, 
and  the  nation  itself,  though  having  passed 
through  fierce  fires  and  seas  of  blood,  stood 
forth  more  proudly  before  the  civilized  vorM 
than  ever  before.  And  to-day  we  arc  the  wonder 
and  astonishment  of  all  nations,  and  all  over 
the  world,  by  reason  of  our  recent  briiliaB' 
successes,  there  is  felt  a  higher  regard  for 
Governments  deriving  their  just  powers  froa 
the  consent  of  the  governed^ and  am<^°>^l^  ^ 
all  the  people  over  whom  they  exercise  aathor- 
ity. 

In  this  fearful  straggle,  with  a  few  hononbte 
exceptions,. the  ancient  leaders  of  the  Dt^' 
ocratic  party  were  iu  sympathy  with  theeneiBr 
and  against  their  country.  Wo  could  do  nou- 
ing  to  please  them.  W  hile  the  war  was  in  pro- 
greas  all  our  acts  were,  in  their  estimauoa, 
unconstitutional.  Their  vituperations  were  re- 
served, not  for  those  who  were  moving  hea?efl 
and  earth  to  pull  down  our  glorioaafabrieoftfc« 
government,  but  for  those  who  were  bejti^ 
back  the  foe  and  battling  in  defense  of  tfie 
nation's  life.  Yet,  strange  to  tell,  thissuje 
party,  the  friends  and  sympathisers  with  im 
late  rebels,  and  now  cooperaung  poiii««;^ 
with  the  worst  element  among  them,  are  e^tf 
and  anon,  with  matchless  effrouterj,  askmf ««'' 
American  people  to  put  them  in  power agajo- 
In  the  name  of  consistency,  I  ask,  wl»»' J<*^, 

Look  at  the  history  of  this  party  (or  the  i^ 
eight  or  ten  years,  and  tell  me  what  i^W^^ 
OS  a  party  it  has  performed  that  should  endear 
it  to  the  people.  We  are  dealing  now  w» 
with  individuals  of  that  party,  many  of  wboB; 
1  doubt  not,  are  men  whose  hearts  and  p«^ 
tical  lives  are  better  than  their  pohu»^ 
creeds,  but  we  deal  with  the  party,  asd  i  ii» 
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ask,  what  noble  deed  has  it  done  in  the  last 
twenty  years  which  shonld  ennoble  its  name  Of 
secure  it  a  place  in  the  esteem  of  mankind  ? 
Let  him  who  can  point  oat  that  noble  deed ; 
I  cannot,  it  secured  the  repeal  of  the  Mis- 
sonri  compromise  in  the  intereft  of  a  slave- 
holding  arietocracy.  By  every  d^ce  known  to 
skiUfaland  unscrupulous  politicians  they  at* 
templed  to  secure  an  outlet  to  slavery  upon 
free  territoryv  apparently  forgetful  of  all  other 
sobatantml  interests^  they  spoke  and  legislated 
in  the  interest  of  slavery,  and  chain^  their 
fortunes  to  the  chariot- wheels  of  the  hated 
institution.  Their  last  President  vetoed  the 
homestead  btll|  which  proposed  to  open  our 
immense  outlying  public  domain  to  settlement 
and  cultivation.  For  which  of  all  these  deeds 
of  that  party  shall  we  honof  it  by  inviting  it 
again  to  rule  over  us?  Again,  was  the  Demo- 
cratic party  more  honest,  while  in  power,  in 
handling  the  money  of  the  people?  Was  it 
more  economical  in  administering  the  finan- 
cial affairs  of  Uie  country?  We  shall  see  fur- 
ther on  in  the  course  of  our  remarks. 

But  now  let  us  see  further  what  has  been 
the  record  of  the  Republican  p&rt^  during  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years  in  our  political  history. 
When  it  came  into  power  it  found  the  national 
Treasory  empty,  and  a  national  debt  of  some- 
thing more  than  sixty-four  million  dollars  in 
gold.  Within  the  bounds  of  the  Common- 
wealth rebellion  had  already  reared  its  head, 
and  had  an  army  of  not  less  than  fifty  thou- 
sand men  armed  and  equipped,  threatening  to 
march  upon  the  capital  and  seize  upon  the 
archives  of  the  nation.  We  were  both  with- 
out an  army  ot  a  navy,  without  arms  or  the 
munitions  of  Wai^^  and  nearly  half  the  States, 
with  their  foitS)  arsenals,  dock-yards,  and  cus- 
tom-houses, frfincipally  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  There  tVAs  treason  at  the  capital, 
treason  in  the  Army,  tifeason  in  the  Navy,  trea- 
son everywhete,  and  unrebuked  by  the  out- 
going Administration.  A  rebel  president  had 
been  chosen  And  inaagurated  by  the  States  in 
rebellidti,  and  ft  rebel  congress  was  in  session 
at  M outgo Mery,  Alabama. 

The  enemies  of  fi'oe  government  in  Europe 
were  pointing  in  derision  to  what  they  denom- 
inated a  dismembered  Republic,  and  taunt- 
ingly deciafing  that  the  great  American  ex- 
periment of  free  government  had  at  length 
proved  a  failure.  Never  before  did  a  party 
come  inlopower  undef  such  fearful  embarrass- 
ments. The  gretft  ii^ork  of  restoring  of  der  and 
of  preserving  the  life  of  the  Government  was 
on  them  M  once.  The  friends  of  the  Union 
were  slow  to  believe  that  when  the  crisis  should 
come  the  arbitrament  of  the  sword  must  be 
the  ultimate  appeal.  They  were  therefore 
almost  wholly  unprepared  for  Such  high  resist- 
ance to  legitimate  authority.  No  unconstitu- 
tional acts  had  been  committed  on  their  part. 
In  the  exercise  of  their  rights  as  freemen  they 
had  elected  by  constitutional  means  a  true  and 
tried  man  ftom  among  the  people  to  hold  the 
reins  of  Government  for  the  next  four  years, 
who  was  sworn  to  maintain  the  Union  and  the 
Constitution  and  to  enforce  the  laws,  and  to 
preserve  inviolable  the  rights  of  all  the  people. 
There  was  no  plot  or  conspiracy  against  any 
man  or  section  or  community  of  men. 

Why,  then,  should  there  have  been  any  very 
serioua  apprehensions  of  such  a  terrible  up- 
heaval and  such  fierce  and  stubborn  resistance 
to  constitutional  authority?  Was  not,  after 
all,  ours  the  freest  and  best  Government  In  the 
world  ?  But  where  there  is  a  will,  a  stern  pur* 
pose,  there  is  a  way.  When  the  storm  burst 
DpOD  an  unoffending  and  almost  helpless  Gov- 
ernment, the  strong  hearts  that  then  guarded 
iu  honor  ai^d  safetv  found  means  to  roll  back 
the  tide  of  war  ana  save  the  nation's  life. 

Was  the  en^emy  in  earnest  to  break  up  the 
Uoion?  Was  the  foe  formidable,  and  the 
peril  really  imminent  ?  Was  success  on  the  part 
of  tba  friends  of  the  Government  problemat- 
ical?     Was  it  questionable  even  among  the 
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hopeful  whether  6f  not  the  lii^  of  the  nation 
could  be  saved?  Yet  it  was  saved.  Prouder 
than  ever  the  great  Republic  lifbed  itself  un 
among  the  nations  of  the  world.  To  the  unitea 
and  persistent  efforts  and  patriotism  of  what 
party  are  we  indebted  for  these  splendid  re- 
sults? Certainly  not  the  Democratic  party. 
Had  the  Republican  party  faltered  in  that  hour 
of  peril,  who  can  estimate  how  fearful  would 
have  been  our  national  degradation,  and  how 
complete  and  hopeless  the  overthrow  of  Aree 
instiiutions  in  the  New  World? 

The  enemies  of  the  country  had  already 
learned  not  only  to  love  slavery,  but  they  had 
come  to  hate  the  principles  upon  which  otir 
Government  had  been  established.  They  were, 
according  to  their  latter-day  revelations  of 
political  philosophy,  all  wrong.  "Our  fath- 
ers," soia  one  of  the  great  lights  of  the  rebel 
confederacyi  '*  erred  in  laying  the  foundations 
of  government  among  us.  They  laid  the 
foundations  of  government  upon  the  notion 
of  the  equal  rights  of  all  men.  We  propose, 
in*  lieu  thereof,  to  rear  a  Government  which 
shall  recoffnize  the  inherent  inequalites  of 
races,  ana  whose  corner-stone  shall  be  that 
of  slavery."  But  the  Republican  party  dis- 
appointed these  devilish  designs,  and  saved 
this  country  to  freedom,  I  trust,  henceforth 
and  forever.  Let  it  be  set  down  then  to  the 
credit  of  the  Republican  ^arty  that  it  was  true 
and  faithfal  in  the  darkest  and  most  threaten- 
ing hour  in  our  nation^  s  life. 

Wherever  free  labor  was  degraded  the  Re- 
publican party  has  made  it  honorable,  and  in 
doinj|  this  has  done  more  for  the  laboring  men 
of  this  country  than  all  the  acts  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  since  its  first  organization.  In 
the  first  year  of  Republican  rule  we  passed  a 
liberal  homestead  law,  and  thereby  saved  the 
public  domain  to  the  enterprising  laboring 
men  of  this  countnr  for  all  time  to  come. 
Again,  when  the  defenders  of  slavery  by  their 
open  rebellion  had  forfeited  all  rights  to  claim 
anything  at  the  hands  of  the  Government,  we 
struck  from  the  fettered  limbs  of  four  million 
people,  their  former  bondsmen,  the  degrading 
chains  of  slavery,  and  bade  them  look  up  as 
God^s  freedmen.  The  emancipation  procla- 
mation is  the  brightest  jewel  in  the  diadem  of 
the  great  and  good  Lincoln ;  and  the  further 
we  get  away  from  the  scenes  of  our  recent 
conflicts,  and  the  more  completely  the  mind 
is  divested  of  its  ancient  prerjudices,  the  more 
wonderful  will  that  grand  document  appear  in 
the  eyes  of  all  just  men  the  world  over. 

And  again,  the  party  iii  poWer  by  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  Known  as  the  thir- 
teenth article  of  amendment,  has  declared 
that— 

"Neither  slavery  nor  in voluntAty  deMtad(6.  elcept 
as  a  panishment  for  orime  Whereof  thti  party  shall 
have  been  duly  oonvioked.  shall  anst  ht  the  United 
States  or  any  plaoe  sabject  to  their  jorisdiotion." 

Again,  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendment, 
whieh,  among  other  things,  declares  that — 


"All  persons  bom  or  ndlondimd  ia  the  United 
states,  and  Baoleot  to  the  jariadiotion  <^«reof.  are 
eltitens  df  the  United  States  and  of  thd  State  where- 


in they  reside.  No  State  shall  make  or  enferee  any 
law  which  shall  abridge  the  privileffes  or  imnsam- 
ties  of  cititens  of  the  Unitea  States,  nor  shall  any 
State  deprive  any  i^erson  of  life,  liberty,  or  property 
without  due  proeeM  of  law,  nor  deny  to  any  person 
within  its  JarisdioCion  the  equal  protectioB  of  the 
laws"- 

has  become  a  part  of  the  oigauio  law  of  the 

land. 

And  lastly  comes  the  fifteenth  article  of 

amendment,    withoat    which    liberty  to   all 

would  stiU  be  insecure,  and  our  system  itself 

be  inharmonioiw ;  which,  correisponduigwith 

the  great  principles  of  true  republican  liberty, 

declares  tnat — 

**  The  nchtof  eititens  to  vole  fhaU  not  be  denied 
or  abridged  by  the  United  States,  or  by  aUjr  State, 
on  aodount  of  raofe,  ^lor.  Or  previods  6ondition  of 
servitude." 

These  changes  in  our  organic  law  are  radi- 
cal in  their  clmracter.  They,  however,  involve 
no  new  principles  unknown  to  the  founders  of 


our  institutiona.  They  are  a  part  of  the  g^eat 
scheme  of  human  liberty  so  grandly  conceived 
by  the  great  minds  who  among  us  had  most 
carefully  studied  the  principles  of  self  govern- 
ment in  the  light  of  the  relations  of  man  to 
man,  and  the  duty  and  obligation^  growing  out 
of  a  proper  apprehetision  of  those  relations. 
The  Republican  party  has  only  thus  brought 
these  gteat  principles  forward  to  the  very  front 
of  oiir  system,  hds  more  clearly  and  distinctly 
announced  them,  and  guarded  them,  to  the 
end  that  all  the  people  among  us  shall  alike 
share  in  (ne  blessings  of  Government,  and 
evefy  wbei'e  beneath  out  flag  be  equally  secure 
in  their  person  and  property,  and  in  the  exer- 
cise of  all  the  rights  with  which-  the  God  of 
nature  has  ehdowed  them. 

But  in  doihg  all  this  we  have  instituted  a 
new  ordet  of  things.  A  revolution  has  been 
auperinduCed,  constitutional,  however,  in  its 
form  and  mode,  mote  wonderful  really,  and 
more  pleasing  to  the  cbntemplation  of  true 
statesmen  ana  philanthropists,  than  the  world 
perhaps  has  ^ver  witnessed  before.  Who 
noW  among  ns  would  turn  this  revolution 
backward?  Who  could  no#  desire  the  an- 
nulment of  these  recent  artidles  of  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  ?  Who  could  desire 
to  see  reinaugurated  the  old  order  of  things 
existing  in  1861,  when  the  Democratic  |)arty 
abdicated,  it  is  to  be  hoped  forever,  at  the 
stem  behest  of  the  American  people?  Sir, 
the  civilized  world  would  shudder  at  the  idea 
of  a  backward  movement;  yet  the  deluded 
mourners  over  a  lost  cause  may  not  for  dwhile 
come  to  understand  and  appreciate  the  supe- 
rior advantages  of  the  new  order  of  things,  or 
so  adjust  themselves  to  it  as  to  reap  its  full 
benefits,  nevertheless  the  world  moves,  and 
mankind  will  continue  more  and  more  to 
approve,  ubless  God  himself  should  abandon 
His- own  throne  of  justice  and  right. 

But  how  stood  the  Democratic  party  in  rela- 
tion to  these  progressive  measures  and  salu- 
tary reforms?  Even  the  war  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  rebellion  and  the  preservation  of 
the  nation's  life  Was  prosecuted  to  a  successful 
isshe  despite  the  organized  opposition  of  that 
party.  While  they  had  but  few  words  of  com- 
plaint to  utter  against  rebellion  itself,  or  against 
Its  great  leaders,  they  ceased  not,  day  nor  ui^t, 
to  denounce  the  Administration  then  respons- 
ible for  the  maintenance  of  the  Government, 
as  violating  the  Constitution,  as  subverting  the 
laws,  and  plottins  to  overthrow  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  And  ^et  the  Constitution  stands 
in  all  its  glory  with  new  luster  superadded, 
the  laws  are  executed,  and  all  laW-abiding 
people  are  free.  The  Government  to-day 
menaces  the  rights  of  no  citizen,  and  frowns 
nowhere  upon  any  but  those  who,  unmindful 
of  manly  duty,  go  out  of  their  way  to  meddle 
with  and  trample  upon  the  rights  of  others. 

The  emancipation,  proclamation,  that  now 
Worid-renowned  instrument,  was  assailed  and 
fiercely  denounced  by  the  Democratic  pafty. 
The  civil  rights  bill,  conceived  in  the  InteresU 
of  humanity,  iinpinging  upon  the  tights  of  no 
man,  but  purposing  more  fully  to  secure  e^al 
rights  to  others,  who  hithefto  had  been  ont 
slightly  regarded,  met  their  unqualified  disap- 
nroval.  The  Fi'eedmen's  Bureau  bill,  which 
looked  to  the  relief,  the  temporary  reli^f|  of 
the  lately  emancipated  serfs,  and  the  destitute 
of  both  races  in  the  States  lately  in  rebellion, 
and  made  destitute  by  the  terrible  ravages  of 
war,  was  another  object  of  their  fierce  denun- 
ciation ;  and  yet  a  nation  that  should  have  done 
less  in  that  direction  would  h4ve  deserved  the 
execration  of  mankind.  All  the  shill  and  in- 
genuity of  the  Democratic  party  were  lirrayed 
in  opposition  to  all  the  recent  amendments  to 
the  t^nstitutioii.  They  were  either  qtfarrel* 
ing  with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  amend- 
ments, or  the  way  by  which  they  were  seciired 
and  made  a  part  of  the  organic  law.  The 
ways  of  the  Republican  party,  however,  have 
never  suited  them   in    anything,  though  trt- 
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amphantly  sustained  by  the  American  people 
through  a  series  of  the  most  eventful  years 
ever  known  before  in  our  national  history. 

Now,  has  anything  happened  during  these 
eventful  years  that  has  in  anywise  ennobled 
the  American  name?  Has  anything  trans- 
pired upon  this  continent  within  these  recent 
years  to  give  new  and  increased  confidence  in 
Governments  based  upon  the  popular  will? 
Has  anything  occurred  within  the  last  decade, 
and  in  these  ends  of  the  earth,  to  inspire  with 
new  hopes  the  friends  of  freedom  and  progress 
in  other  lands?  Have  our  eyes  beheld  any- 
tJbing  transpiring  in  our  midst  which  has  had 
a  tendency  to  elevate  and  dignify  individual 
manhood  ?  If  so,  surely  nothing  of  this  kind 
is  attributable  to  words  spoken  or  deeds  done 
by  the  Democratic  party.  If  the  Democratic 
party  has  itself  in  the  mean  while  experienced 
any  elevation  of  ideas,  if  indeed  it  has  made 
any  steps  forward  in  progress,  I  am  sure  it  is 
not  in  this  regard  open  to  reproach,  as  it  has 
been  dragged  onward  in  spite  of  itself  and  its 
unfortunate  instincts  ever  leading  it  in  an  op- 
posite direction  by  the  overmastering  force  of 
popular  sentiment.  And  yet,  strange  to  tell,  it 
aspires  still  to  the  coveted  position  of  ruling  a 
country  it  once  led  to  the  verge  of  ruin,  to 
be  rescued  in  the  hour  of  its  extreme  peril  by 
other  hands. 

But  here  let  me  remark  in  passing,  as  I  do 
not  mean  to  do  injustice  to  any  one,  that  there 
were  individual  members  of  the  Democratic 
party  who  were  true  to  their  country  in  its  time 
of  need.  They  have  always  had  my  regard 
and  my  supreme  gratitude.  But  I  cannot  free 
myself  from  the  most  serious  regrots  that  such 
men  should  ever  have  been  persuaded  to  ^ive 
their  countenance  and  support  to  a  political 
organization  whose  record  for  the  last  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  years  cannot  be  written  without 
bringing  shame  and  disgace  upon  themselves, 
if  not  upon  the  country  they  have  so  meanly 
served. 

At  the  close  of  the  war  a  work  of  magni- 
tude and  responsibility  almost  equal  to  that 
of  putting  down  the  rebellion  devolved  upon 
the  part^  in  power.  I  refer,  of  course,  to  the 
work  of  reconstruction.  Wnen  the  people  in 
those  disorganized  States  went  into  rebellion 
they  not  only  threw  off  their  alfegiance  to  the 
national  Government,  but  they  overthrew 
their  old  State  governments,  or  at  least  so  far 
modified  them  as  to  bring  them  into  harmo- 
nious relations  with  their  new  rebel  govern- 
ment. Whether  this  and  the  State  govern- 
ments under  it  should  be  permanent  or  not 
depended  solely  upon  the  success  of  the  rebel 
arms.  These  triumphant,  would  have  sustained 
the  claim  to  recognition  as  established  insti- 
tutions, but  defeated  and  dispersed,  the  gov- 
ernments they  were  intended  to  subserve  of 
necessity  shared  the  same  fate.  These  peo- 
ple were  therefore  at  the  close  of  the  war  with- 
out any  other  governments  than  such  as  were 
exercised  over  them  by  the  immediate  power 
that  had  subdued  them.  Military  rule  arises 
out  of  necessity,  and  should  never  be  con- 
tinued longer  than  the  continuance  of  the 
necessity  that  calls  it  into  being.  It  was  there- 
fore of  the  first  importance  that  civil  gov- 
ernments should  be  established  among  them 
wiU^^y^ttledy^l^agMpossible.  The  work  of 
reeslaoiisnin^aemoiished  government  has,  in 
all  times,  been  regarded  as  a  very  serious  and 
perplexing  one,  and  it  was  with  us  the  more 
perplexing  as  the  subject  was  new,  and  the 
elements  to  be  manipulated  were  heterogene- 
ous and  discordant.  The  great  starting-point, 
however,  was  found  in  that  language  of  the 
Constitution  which  declares  that — 

"The  United  States  shall  guaranty  to  every 
State  in  this  Union  a  republioan  form  of  govern- 
ment." 

But  as  these  governments,  under  suitable 
enabling  acts,  were  to  be  organized  by  the 

Seople  themselves,  one  great  diificulty  was  to 
etermine  wisely  who  among  them  were  enti- 


tled to  and  could  safely  become  the  deposito* 
ries  of  privileges  and  powers,  the  exercise  of 
which  was  indispensable  in  the  formation  and 
working  of  the  new  State  governments. 

Here  was  the  great  ground  of  controversy, 
and  it  has  proved  to  be  the  most  exciting  one 
that  has  ever  occupied  the  attention  of  the 
American  people.  The  Democratic  party, 
true  to  its  old  habits,  and  its  old  political 
alliances,  was  in  favor  of  immediately  reha- 
bilitating their  old  rebel  friends,  and  clothing 
them  with  all  the  rights  which  they  had  lost 
by  their  treason,  and  which  with  infinite  scorn 
and  contempt  they  had  themselves  abandoned 
as  worthless  when  they  went  into  rebellion. 
When  the  last  hope  of  treason  had  perished ; 
when  the  last  rebel  army  had  succumbed  to 
the  resistless  power  of  the  Government,  and 
the  beaten  and  disheartened  soldiery  of  the 
lost  cause  were  returning  to  their  homes,  both 
they  and  the  people  generally  manifested  a 
strong  disposition  to  accept  the  situation,  return 
to  the  arts  of  peace,  and  expect  only  such  a 
measure  of  mercy  at  the  hands  of  the  Govecn- 
ment  which  they  had  spent  four  years  to  de- 
stroy as  might  generously  be  meted  out  to  them. 
They  never  for  a  moment  seemed  to  feel  thai 
they  should  be  consulted  as  to  the  modes  of 
rebuilding  that  which  they  themselves  had  with 
ruthless  hands  thrown  down  ;  and  we  believe 
that  had  the  life  of  tbe  great  man,  who  as  Chief 
Magistrate  had  performed  his  part  so  well 
during  the  terrible  strife,  been  spared  another 
four  years,  the  work  of  reconstruction  would 
have  been  comparatively  easy.  So  strongly 
had  he  intrenched  himself  in  the  hearts  of  the 
American  people,  and  so  thoroughly  had  even 
the  enemies  of  the  country  become  convinced 
of  the  kindness  of  his  heart  and  the  rectitude 
of  his  purposes,  that  his  influence  in  all  mat- 
ters looking  to  the  reestablishment  of  State 
governments  upon  the  bases  of  justice  and 
equal  rights  to  all  would  have  been  overwhelm- 
ing. '  But  in  the  mysterious  dispensations  of 
Providence  he  passed  away,  and  another,  the 
very  opposite  in  point  of  nobleness  of  character, 
as  he  has  proved  himself  to  be,  came  to  his  place 
of  power  only  to  exhibit  how  emphatically 
true  it  is  that  one  sinner  destroyeth  much  good. 
He  with  infinite  assurance,  confident  that  he 
was  equal  to  the  mighty  task,  began  the  work 
of  reconstruction.  He  bad  from  the  day  he 
took  the  oath  of  office  as  President,  April  15, 
1866,  till  the  Thirty-Ninth  Congress  met  on 
the  first  Monday  of  December  following,  carried 
on  the  work.  He  had,  in  his  opinion,  brought 
it  to  completion.  But  in  the  opinion  of  nearly 
everybody  else,  but  more  especially  of  those 
who  had  contributed  to  his  elevation  as  Vice 
President,  he  had  succeeded  in  producing  a 
most  miserable  abortion.  His  reconstructed 
governments  were  really  instruments  of  op- 
pression, and  in  the  hands  chiefly  of  the  very 
people  who  had  spent  four  years  in  treasonable 
enterprises.  Their  legislative  codes  were  a 
disgrace  to  civilized  commnnities,  and  were 
absolutely  at  war  with  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  liberty  and  equality  as  guarantied  to 
the  citizens  of  this  country  under  the  Con- 
stitution, 

One  code  of  laws  was  intended  to  apply 
to  one  class  of  citizens,  and  another  to  an- 
other class.  The  original  Union  men  of  the 
South  and  those  who  had  gone  thither  after 
the  war  closed  to  take  up  their  abodes  were 
proscribed,  and  the  freedmen,  the  former 
slaves  of  those  who  were  now  restored  to 
power,  were,  under  the  new  order  of  things, 
reduced  to  a  condition  more  hopeless,  if  pos- 
sible, than  their  former  condition  as  slaves. 
They  were  proscribed  as  to  their  rights  of 
both  person  and  property,  and  under  the 
State  governments  thus  established  taxed 
without  representation,  required  to  bear  the 
burdens  ot  government  without  the  privilege 
of  a  voice  in  the  management  of  them,  and, 
placed  under  the  legalized  surveillance  of  the 
superior  race,  who  preferred  their  continued 


degradation,  they  were  actually  deprived  of  the 
exercise  of  the  rights  of  freemen. 

To  have  allowed  such  a  state  of  things  to 
continue  would  have  been  to  ioBtlt  justice,  uk 
to  make  freedom  and  free  governmeat  io  thb 
country  a  mockery  in  the  eyes  of  ihecirilized 
world.  Under  Mr.  Johnson's  rigimt^  io  the 
States  lately  in  rebellion  it  became  u&afe  for 
southern  Unionists  to  acknowledge  that  dariof 
the  war  they  had  given  aid  and  comfort  u>  ik<> 
Union  armies.  Those  who  bad  beeo  oer 
scouts  and  spies,  who  had  led  the  flag  of  toeif 
country  through  devious  and  hitherto  aakDowi 
pathways,  were  despised  as  men  who  had  b« 
trayed  their  neighbors ;  and  almost  everyvbert 
in  the  South  whoever  were  known  to  have  ec 
tertained  a  love  for  the  old  flag  and  the  Unio: 
of  the  States,  or  were  known  to  have  wonitk« 
uniform  of  their  country,  became  bo  ioieodf 
hated  that  they  were,  for  their  own  stfety, 
subjected  to  the  temptation  of  concealiogtiicL* 
former  views  and  affiliations.  Under  the  fltg. 
even  the  bold  defenders  of  that  emhleo  of 
our  national  greatness,  were  denied  reeofo. 
tion  and  the  exercise  of  their  equal  righU.  Tkr 
Thirty-Ninth  Congress  overthrew  this  miien 
ble  muddle  of  misgovernment.  It  decltred 
all  persons  bom  or  naturalized  in  the  Uaitk 
States  to  be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  lod 
of  the  State  wherein  they  reside,  and  eaiitl*!*! 
to  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws  eveiyvlim. 
In  refusing  to  admit  the  States  organized  u- 
der  the  direction  of  Andrew  Johnson  lotlieir 
equal  rights  under  the  Government,  with  ill 
their  unequal  and  proscriptive  proviiioas  (>f 
law,  Congress  held  the  following  langoigti 
which  I  quote  from  the  majority  report  of  i^e 
Reconstruction  Committee,  at  whose  head  vu 
Hon.  William  Pitt  Fessenden,  a  man  wboKu 
tegrity  and  ability,  it  is  confessed  on  all  baods- 
has  rarely  if  ever  been  surpassed  bjaojoci 
whose  life  and  opinions  have  hitherto  iUsi^ 
trated  the  history  of  our  country.  Ibis  report 
was  adopted  by  the  Thirty- Ninth  Coogmt, 
and  it  became  the  basis  of  the  great  vork 
of  reconstruction  which  followed,  and  which 
resulted,  finally,  in  the  restoration  of  all  ^* 
States  lately  in  rebellion  to  their  equal  placet 
in  the  fellowship  of  States.  This  »  the  iu 
guage : 

"  That  Conffress  would  not  be  justified  io  adoittiu 
suob  oominunities  to  a  partioipalion  in  the  lorirs 
ment  of  the  oonntrv  withoat  first  pro vidiorsas 
constitutional  or  other  ffttaranteef  u  wiU  teM>' 
seoare  the  civil  rights  of  all  oitiaeoi  of  the  BepaM-j 
a  just  equality  of  representation ;  proteonoo  ts^tt- 
claims  founded  in  rebellion  and  erime:  a  tcmpori^^ 
restoration  of  the  right  of  suffrage  to  thoM  «» 
have  not  actively  participated  in  the  eflorti  («  a« 
•troy  the  Union  and  to  overthrow  the  w>T*^°5f  ^ 
and  the  exctneion  from  po»itiona  of  pablio  tntft« 
at  least  a  portion  of  those  whose  erimei  hare  pnr« 
them  to  be  the  enemies  of  the  Union,  and  obvoiut 
of  public  confidence." 

In  justification  of  reasonable  delay  in  rchaK^ 
itating  these  communities  till  itshoaldappeii 
that  in  good  faith  they  had  accepted  the  resa^^ 
of  the  war,  were  content  to  live  in  P****.*^ 
harmony  with  the  people  who  had  reaacw 
loyal  to  the  Federal  Government,  realy^' 
extend  to  all  classes  of  citizens  equal  ngflts 
and  privileges,  and  conform  to  the  repub*'^ 
idea  of  liberty  and  equality,  the  following 'o: 
cible  and  reasonable  expressions  v«w  ""^ 
I  quote  from  the  same  able  report: 

"Having  voluntarily  deprived  themMWeejfj^ 
reeentation  in  Oongresa  for  the  erimlDal,  pa[PJ{*!j 
destroying  the  Federal  Union,  and  haTini  r^«^ 
themselvea  by  the  act  of  levying  war  i»  w^ f*;* 
tion  of  public  eneo\ies.  they  have  no  rwbi Jowb 
;>lain  of  temporary  exclusion  from  ^^^^^^i 


on  the  contrary,  having  volnntwily  renoMW" 
right  to  represenUtion,  and  disqualified  tfaeoffi^. 
by  crimes  from  participating  in  the  wyernB 
the  burden  now  rests  upon  them,  before  o1»«buw 
be  reiosUted  in  their  former  condition,  to ibo^i^^ 
they  are  qoalifled  to  resume  Federal  relaftoo«;^. 
order  to  do  this  they  must  prove  that  ««' "  v. 
established,  with  the  consent  of  the  P«0P'^|!^^, 
lican  forma  of  government  in  harBieny  ^f^^ 
Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  StatM,  » 
all  hostile  purposes  have  ceased,  and  M««»f ' 
adequate  guarantees  against  fotare  treason  ai^ 
beliion-guaraaUes  whieh  shall  proTt  ^^^ 
to  the  Government  against  which  ihayiwU"^  •" 
by  whose  arms  they  were  lubdned. 
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Now,  Bir,  these  broad  and  eqaitable  prin- 
ciples of  action  toward  these  disaffected  com- 
munities ba^e,  time  and  aaain,  been  indorsed 
by  the  American  people  auer  the  fullest  and 
most  scrutinizittit  examination  and  discussion 
on  both  sides.  They  are  founded  in  justice 
and  right,  and  were  dictated  by  the  wisest 
statesmanship  and  by  e^ery  sentiment  that 
appeals  to  just  and  honorable  men  dealin(|  for 
themselves  and  posterity  with  high  questions 
of  State.  I  need  not  dwell  upon  the  fact  that 
those  reconstruction  measnres  finally  adopted 
by  Congress,  by  which  all  the  States  have  been 
admitted  to  their  e(}oal  nlaces  in  the  Union 
and  clothed  again  with  tne  same  rights  and 
franchises  with  the  States  that  remained  loyal 
to  the  General  Government,  have  received  the 
sanction  of  the  highest  judicial  authority,  and 
the  still  higher  sanction  of  the  people,  as  ez- 

fressed  from  time  to  time  at  tne  ballot-box. 
'hese  sanctions  ought  to  put  the  wisdom  of 
these  measures  forever  beyond  controversy, 
and  close  out  the  complaints  of  the  ever-com- 
plaining Democracy. 

But,  sir,  I  am  aware  of  the  fact  that  the 
Democratic  party  has  constantly  labored  to 
make  these  people  in  the  reconstructed  States 
discontented  with  every  plan  devised  by  the 
proper  tribunals  for  their  government,  and  for 
the  Testoration  of  peace  and  order  amone 
them.  I  know  nothing  that  would  have  pleased 
the  Democracy,  except  it  might  have  been  that 
which  would  have  been  most  agreeable  to  the 
most  extreme  among  the  former  rebels.  They 
have  persistently  represented  the  people  of  the 
South  as  oppressed,  robbed,  taxed  to  death, 
and  otherwise  outraged  under  these  newly 
organized  governments.  They  have  charged 
every  species  of  vileness upon  southern  Union- 
ists, whom  they  have  denominated  scalawags, 
and  upon  Republicans  goins  South  and  making 
their  homes  within  those  States.  These  car- 
pet-bSjggers,  as  they  have  seen  fit  to  call  them, 
in  their  estimation  are  the  very  worst  of  men. 
But  who  ever  found  a  Democrat  complaining 
of  those  who  emigrated  South  and,  harmonizing 
with  the  rebel  element,  obtained  office  through 
their  aid  and  influence?  They  are  no  mean 
carpet-baggers;  they  are  gentlemen  I  Who 
ever  heard  of  a  Democrat  vexine  his  righteous 
soul  over  the  outrages  of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan, 
or  the  members  of  the  invisible  empire  of  the 
South  ?  On  the  contrary,  if  they  have  not  de- 
fended them  outright,  they  have  become  their 
apologists. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  defend  any- 
thing that  has  been  done  by  carnet  baggers  of 
the  South.  Some  of  them  doubtless  have  as 
well  deserved  the  halter  as  the  old  rebels,  who 
themselves  originated  the  necessi^  of  recon- 
struction measures;  and  as  none  oi  these  were 
hung,  I  reckon  that  the  Democracy  might  pos- 
sibly forego  the  pleasure  of  hanging  carpet- 
baggers. These  men  going  South  had  a  rare 
opportunity  of  making  themselves  useful,  and 
of  endearing  themselves  not  only  to  the  peo- 
ple among  whom  they  had  recenily  cast  tneir 
fortunes,  but  to  all  the  people  of  this  country. 
Had  they  been  honest  and  unselfish,  they 
mi^ht  have  been  of  incalculable  advantage  in 
their  new  homes;  but,  unfortunately,  some  of 
them  were  hun^  adventurers,  and  utterly 
devoid  of  principle,  honor,  or  integrity,  and 
embraced  every  opportunity  growing  out  of 
the  sickly  and  disordered  state  of  things  in 
the  South  to  further  their  own  selfish  pur- 
poses. Thev  got  into  ^ower,  as  other  men 
nave  done  elsewhere  before,  and  abused  that 
power.  Of  course,  they  were  an  incubus  upon 
the  South,  as  such  men  are  in  any  commun- 
ity. They  were  ready  to  combine  with  any 
party  or  clan  in  schemes  of  self-promotion, 
uhere  are,  however,  honorable  exceptions 
among  them.  But  these  acts  of  fraud  and 
corruption  were  never  indorsed  by  the  Re- 
publican party,  nor  were  thejr  the  natural 
outgrowth  from  the  reconstruction  measures, 
DO  more  than  the  immeasurable  frauds  by  the 
Tammany  Democracy  in  New  York.    Kor  is 


the  violence  and  discontent  in  the  South 
chargeable  to  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
constructed governments.  They  were  based 
upon  correct  principle,  and  they  have  not 
been  a  failure ;  nor  have  they  been  the  instru- 
ments of  oppression,  nor  bound  upon  the 
Siople  the  enormous  burdens  charged  by  the 
emooracy. 

Let  us  see  how  the  matter  stands  in  refer- 
ence to  taxation.  The  total  amount  of  State, 
county,  and  town  tax  levied  on  the  property 
of  the  eleven  reconstructed  States  in  1860 
was  $16,088,021.  In  1870  the  amount  levied 
for  the  same  purposes,  in  the  same  States, 
was  $82,227,^9.  This  increase  in  the  way 
of  taxation  is  incident  to  the  increased  ex- 
penses connected  with  the  establishment  of 
free  government  in  which  nearly  four  millions 
of  additional  people  participate,  and  increased 
attention  to  public  interests,  such  as  the  im- 
provement of  cities,  towns,  streets,  and  the 
establishment  of  schools,  and  other  inter- 
ests looking  to  the  elevation  of  all  the  people, 
in  a  great  measure  ignored  under  the  old 
r^me,  when  men  of  property  exclusively  con- 
trolled the  government,  and  would  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  taxea  for  such  purposes. 
Thousands  of  school-houses  have  been  built, 
and  869,567  children  have  been  provided  with 
facilities  for  education  at  a  cost  of  not  less 
than  $6,000,000  per  annum. 

But  let  us  see  now  taxation  in  these  recon- 
structed States  compares  with  that  of  other 
States.  The  whole  amount  assessed  in  these 
eleven  States  for  1870,  we  have  said,  is  $82,- 
227,589.  In  Illinois  alone  the  amount  assessed 
for  the  same  purposes  in  the  same  year  is 
$21,825,008;  in  Ohio,  $28,586,548;  in  Massa- 
chusetts, $24,922,900 ;  in  New  York,  $48,550,- 
308,  and  in  Pennsylvania,  $24,581,897.  We 
find  further  that  these  eleven  States  in  1870 
paid  on  an  average  on  property  assessed  fifteen 
and  seven  tenths  mills  to  the  dollar ;  while  the 
State  of  Illinois  paid  at  the  rate  of  forty-five 
mills  to  the  dollar.  Again,  these  same  States, 
with  State  governments,  courts,  departments, 
&c.,  to  support,  and  representing  a  popula- 
tion of  nine  million  five  hundred  thousand, 
paid  in  1870,  as  State  tax  simply,  $1  85  per 
capUa^  while  the  State  of  New  York  paid  for 
the  same  purpose  two  dollars  per  capita; 
Massachusetts,  $5  08 ;  and  Ohio  about  the 
same. 

The  total  taxation  in  these  same  eleven 
States  for  1870  was  $8  40  per  capitOy  while  in 
the  State  of  New  York  it  was  $11  71,  and  this 
State  government  was  then  under  the  control 
and  management  of  the  pure  Democracy; 
and  ye(  with  what  unbliishing  effrontery  do 
they  complain  of  the  oppressions  which  they 
allege  to  exist  in  the  South  on  account  of  tax- 
ation. Again,  the  reconstructed  rebels  bit- 
terly complain  of  excessive  burdens  imposed 
upon  them  for  school  purposes.  They  have 
no  great  sympathy  with  the  business  of  edu- 
cating the  masses,  and  never  had.  The  Dem- 
ocratic leaders,  true  to  «heir  old  instincts  and 
habits,  take  up  this  mournful  refrain  also,  and 
complain  that  this  likewise  is  another  act  of 
oppression.  Let  us  see  how  much  it  amounts  to. 

The  taxes  raised  in  all  these  States  in  1870 
for  school  purposes,  with  a  population  of  nine 
and  a  half  millions,  and  with  8,220,449  of  suit- 
able age  to  attend  school,  was  $5,716,888. 
For  the  same  year  Ohio,  with  a  population  of 
a  little  over  two  and  a  half  millions,  was  taxed 
for  school  purposes  $8,405,145 ;  and  Illinois, 
with  about  the  same  population,  $5,857,499. 
There  was  for  the  same  period  raised  in  all 
the  States  for  the  same  purpose,  exclusive  of 
these  eleven  States,  $55,482,961,  $28,000,000 
more  than  was  levied  in  all  the  reconstructed 
States  for  every  purpose  whatsoever.  Again, 
I  find  that  the  average  per  cent,  of  taxation 
in  seven  of  the  northern  States,  namely,  Illi- 
nois, Iowa,  Michigan.  Missouri,  Indiana,  renn- 
sylvania,  and  Massachusetts,  was  in  1870, 02. 15. 
while  the  average  per  cent,  for  the  same  pertoa 
in  all  the  eleven  southern  Sti^tes  was  but  01.57. 


So  much,  then,  for  onerous  and  oppressive 
taxation  imposed  upon  the  States  lately  in 
rebellion.  There  is  absolutely  no  reasonable 
ground  for  complaint  in  this  direction,  though 
It  is  admitted  that  a  more  faithful  administni- 
tion  of  affairs  was  desirable.  But  once  more: 
it  must  be  remembered  that  when  the  war 
closed,  these  people  were  utteriy  exhausted 
as  to  means.  Their  new  departure  was  really 
from  a  state  of  almost  total  and  universal 
bankruptcy.  In  many  ways  which  we  cannot 
here  stop  to  enumerate,  they  received  help 
from  the  Government,  whose  sincere  desire 
was  to  build  them  up  as  speedily  as  possible. 
And  now  let  us  see  if  there  has  been  any 
growth  and  prosperity  among  them.  The 
population  in  all  those  States  has  experienced 
not  a  rapid,  but  a  fair  increase,  which  might 
and  would,  however,  have  been  much  greater 
had  not  their  old  prejudices  and  feeling  of 
intolerance  discouraged  immigration.  Iheir 
national  bank  capiul  was,  in  1870,  $17,468,885; 
United  States  bonds,  $15,994,800 ;  and  their 
circulation,  $15,418,910.  They  have  added  to 
their  railroad  system  four  thousand  and  three 
miles,  and  increased  their  investments  in  that 
line  $172,478,588.  Their  increase  of  live  stock 
was  as  follows,  in  1870:  horses,  588,758;  mules, 
177,022;  hogs,  84,727;  and  cattle,  1,751,410. 
The  value  of  their  farm  products,  with  the 
cotton  crop  since  1806,  and  up  to  and  includ- 
ing 1871,  is  estimated  at  the  respectable  sum 
of  $4,288,116,825. 

The  assessed  valuation  of  property  in  1860, 
exclusive  of  slaves,  was  $2, 728,825,006.  The 
assessed  valuation  in  1870  was  $2,141,884,788. 
Their  true  value,  as  shown  by  the  late  census 
returns,  is  $2,785,545,451.  I  might  go  on  to 
greater  length,  if  I  had  time,  and  present  still 
other  evidences  of  the  rapidity  with  which  those 
reconstructed  States  have  recuperated.  For 
these  statistics  I  am  indebted  to  the  late  cen- 
sus reports,  and  to  the  report  of  the  joint  com- 
mittee appointed  at  the  first  session  of  this 
Congress  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  the  insurrectionary  States;  and  I 
think  they  show  most  clearly  that  there  is 
much  reason  for  declaring  that  the  financial 
condition  of  those  States  and  their  misgovern* 
ment  is  no  excuse  for  the  discontent,  proscrip- 
tion, and  violence  that  have  in  some  localities 
prevailed ;  that  if,  with  such  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  are  now  secured  to  all  the  people, 
they  but  pursue  the  proper  aims  of  life,  regard 
law  and  order,  respect  and  defend  each  other's 
rights,  and  struggle  to  promote  each  other's 
interests  for  the  common  good,  as  I  believe 
a  very  lar|[e  majority  of  them  propose  to 
do,  they  will  find  that  no  statutes  or  laws 
passed  by  the  General  Government  shall  in 
any  wise  be  found  retarding  their  progress  or 
restricting  them  in  the  exercise  or  any  legiti- 
mate right;  and  it  seems  that  the  civilised 
world  must  confess  that  never  before  have  a 
people  who  had  engaged  in  such  a  causeless 
rebellion,  and  persisted  in  their  purpose  to 
overthrow  their  own  Government  till  every 
resource  was  exhausted,  received  such  gentle 
and  liberal  treatment  at  the  hands  of  their 
conquerors.  None  of  them  have  suffered  the 
extreme  penalties  due  to  their  crimes;  all  are 
restored  to  all  the  rights  of  American  citizens, 
except  the  very  few  who  are  restricted  from 
holding  office  under  the  provisions  of  the  third 
section  of  the  fourteenth  article  of  amendments 
to  the  Constitution,  and  these  remaining  dis- 
abilities, this  Hoose,  the  Executive,  and  the 
people  have  long  since  been  willing  to  remove. 
It  is  hoped  that  all  resistance  to  this  last  act 
of  magnanimity  will  soon  disappear  at  the 
other  end  of  the  Capitol. 

There  is  another  feature  connected  with  our 
late  political  history  to  which  I  desire  briefly 
to  call  attention,  and  then  I  shall  conclude  by 
remarking  somewhat  on  the  character  of  the 
present  Administration.  I  refer  to  our  finan- 
cial scheme  inaugurated  during  the  war  to 
meet  pressing  necessities  and  continued  with 
but  little  modification  to  the  present  time. 
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Whether  it  was  the  best  that  could  have  been 
desired  or  not,  it  has  certainly  been  one  of  mar- 
velous success.  Our  career  in  this  regard  has 
excited  the  admiration  of  other  conntries  as 
iinequaled  in  successful  operation.  As  to 
its  particular  merits  I  do  not  here  propose  to 
speak,  as  I  cannot  for  want  of  time.  Our 
greenbacks  were  from  the  beginning  popular 
and  readily  received  as  money  by  all  who 
sympathized  with  the  struggle  in  which  we 
were  engaged.  They  were  simply  certificates 
of  indebtednesSf  promises  to  pay,  based  upon 
the  credit  of  the  nation.  If  the  life  of  the 
nation  were  saved  they  were  good.  He  who 
had  no  faith  in  the  success  of  the  national 
arms,  had  no  use  for  them.  Hence,  Demo- 
crats reviled  them  as  worthless  rags.  They 
rose  or  declined  in  value  in  proportion  as  the 
hope  of  the  nation  stood  still  or  advanced. 
But  as  they  were  in  the  nature  of  forced  loans, 
and  paid  no  interest  to  the  holder,  it  was 
thought  best  to  limit  the  extent  of  their  issue, 
and  provide  other  means  by  which  additional 
circulation  might  be  scoured  commensurate 
with  the  demands  of  business. 

Hence,  national  banks  were  established,  the 
redemption  of  whose  notes  were  secured  by  a 
deposit  of  national  bonds,  themselves  based 
upon  the  credit  of  the  nation,  with  such  a  lib- 
eral margin  in  favor  of  the  holder  as  to  re- 
move;  from  him  as  fiir  as  possible  the  prob- 
ability of  loss;  all  deriving  their  life  and 
their  effectiveness  to  perform  the  fuoetioBsof 
monev  from  the  probabilities  that  the  nation 
would  be  able  to  preserve  its  own  life  and  then 
in  the  future  prove  tme  to  its  pledgee  and  as 
speedily  as  possible  meet  all  its  obligations. 
Of  course,  aa  our  sooeesses  waned,  our  green- 
backs, our  bonds,  our  national  bank  notes,  and 
all  our  forms  of  credit  declined ;  and  as  the 
war  progressed  m  fierceness  and  increased  in 
magnitude,  till  we  were  supporting  an  -army 
of  almost  unexampled  proportions,  and  cre- 
ating expenditures  and  oonlracting  debts  more 
stupendous  than  had  ever  been  known  before 
among  modern  lations,  as  a  natural  and  inev- 
itable result  gold  went  op  and  our  paper  went 
down,  and  even  the  final  and  complete  suc- 
cess of  our  arms  was  not  sufficient  to  inspire 
confidence  at  once.  The  party  that  saved  the 
countTjr,  however,  was  resolved  to  hold  it  to  its 
obligations  and  assufe  the  financial  world  that 
every  dollar  of  its  outstanding  liabilities  should 
in  time  be  met. 

And  now  the  Opposition  were  exulting  over 
the  belief  that  we  had  got  so  far  away  from 
a  solid  specie  basis  that  we  could  never  return 
without  a  most  disastrous  financial  crash,  that 
we  could  never  so  manage  the  huge  debt,  and 
so  reduce  expenditures  and  taxes  as  to  secure 
the  approval  of  the  business  public  and  retain 
power.  Finanoial  ruin  was  predicted,  which 
would  carry  with  it  the  party  responsible  for  the 
administration  of  affairs.  But  they  were  doomed 
to  be  disappointed  in  this^  as  in  all  their  former 
predictions!.  False  prophets  were  they,  and 
tbe^  delivered  uaoertain  auguries  during  all  our 
serious  trouUes.  The  party  in  power  had 
faitk  in  tho'reouperative  energies  of  our  mighty 
people.  It  never  faltered  for  a  moment  in  its 
puipose  to  be  true  to  the  nation'*  honor,  and 
hence  the  national  credit  continued  gradually 
to  improve;  public  confidence  was  secured; 
no  financial  crash  came  upon  the  country. 
Every  form  of  our  national  indebtedness  went 
up,  and  gold  went  down,  until  at  length  we 
have  come  so  near  to  a  specie  basis,  and  are 
so  well  satisfied  with  our  circulation  and  me- 
diums of  exchange,  that  the  subject  has  almost 
ceased  to  be  one  of  controversy,  and  our  Demo- 
cratic neighbors  are  accepting  the  situation  in 
this  regard  as  they  are  in  reference  to  the 
recent  articles  of  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, afler,  however,  having  pretty  well  worn 
themselves  out  in  fighting  both. 

Such  a  brilliant  page  of  history,  associated 
with  a  long  and  extraordinary  intestine  war 
and  such  unexampled  expenditures,  has  per- 
haps never  been  written  in  connection  with 


the  financial  afiairs  of  any  other  country.  Such 
a  strain  upon  the  vital  forces  of  a  nation  has, 
almost  without  exception,  disorganized  busi- 
ness, and  produced  the  most  femul  financial 
revulsions. 

I  shall  now  devote  myself  for  a  few  momenta 
to  an  examination  of  some  of  the  doings  of  the 
present  Administration.  I  have  already  indi- 
cated my  opinion  in  reference  to  its  soundness 
and  reliability.  I  must  be  excused  if  I  say 
that  I  believe  that  for  pure  love  of  country 
nobody  has  attacked  it.  I  believe  it  has,  for 
its  faithfulness  and  its  efficiency,  eommended 
itself  to  the  favorable  judgment  of  a  majority 
of  the  intelligent,  reflecting,  and  candid  peo- 
ple of  this  country.  No  Administration  in  the 
past  has,  however,  been  more  fiercely  attacked, 
and  the  acts  of  no  previous  one  have  been  more 
rigidly  examined  into  and  scrutinized.  And, 
sir,  up  to  this  time,  whatever  its  enemies  may 
say  to  the  contrary,  it  has  come  out  of  these 
investigations  like  gold  tried  in  the  fire.  And 
as  an  American  citizen,  and  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party,  I  am  honestly  proud  of  the 
record  whicn  this  Administration  has  laade, 
both  at  home  and  abroad. 

As  I  have  said  before,  I  do  not  claim  that  it 
has  been  wholly  free  from  mistakes.  This  we 
had  no  reason  to  look  for,  and  perfect  success 
in  everything  we  shall  never  witness  in  con- 
nection with  any  Administration.  But,  sir, 
there  have  not  up  to  this  day,  amid  all  the  noise 
and  furor  raised  by  the  disaffected,  been  eli- 
cited the  slightest  evidences  against  the  purity 
of  its  motives  or  its  sineere  desire  to  sustain 
the  credit  and  honor  of  the  country  and  to  so 
serve  the  Government  as  to  secure  the  peace 
and  contentment  of  all  the  people  and  the 
success  of  all  the  business  interests  of  the 
country. 

It  is  silly  and  contemptible  for  men  to  be 
intimating  that  we  have  not  a  great  states- 
man at  the  head  of  affairs.  The  present  Chief 
Magistrate  has  never  himself  made  any  spe- 
cial pretensions  in  that  direction.  He  was 
as  well  known,  as  to  his  capacities  in  this  re- 
gard, when  he  was  first  put  in  nomiaation  by 
the  undivided  voice  of  the  party  he  represents, 
as  he  is  now.    He  did  not  seek  the  place,  the 

Slace  sought  him^  He  was  believed  to  be 
onest  and  patriotic,  and  endowed  eminently 
with  the  best  of  all  qualities  fitting  him  for  a 
place  of  high  public  trust,  the  qualities  of 
integrity,  sincerity,  and  common  sense.  And 
he  has  not  disappointed  the  expectations  of 
the  people.  They  have  no  great  hankering  after 
that  indefinable  sosBetbinff  called  Imlliant 
statesmanship.  They  kno  wthat  in  thie  and  in  all 
other  civilized  conntries  those  who  have  been 
so  distinguished  have  had  their  crotchets,  and 
have  generally  hatched  up  the  impractical 
schemes  and  political  heresies  which  have 
ffiven  trouble  and  have  made  often  the  most 
deplorable  failures.  The  people  of  this  coun- 
try have  great  respect  for  honest,  transpairent 
character,  and^  plain  common  sense,  and  are 
not  themselves  distressed  that  they  have  a 
Chief  Magistrate  who  claims  only  to  be  a 
plain,  common -sense  citizen  of  the  Common- 
wealth over  which  he  presides.  For  afler 
all  they  discover  that  he  undierstands  him- 
self and  the  interests  and  wants  of  the  coun- 
try at  least  as  well  as  his  maligners,  and  the 
assurance  is  begotten  that  the  interests  of 
the  people  are  safe  in  his  hands.  I  think 
it  can  be  said,  further,  that  he  has  surrounded 
himself  with  ministers  of  State  who.  if  they 
do  not  surpass  all  others  in  the  qualities  of 
high  statesmen,  are  at  least  men  of  fair  and 
respectable  attainments,  and,  what  is  better, 
men  of  incorruptible  intesrityi  democratic  in 
all  their  feelings,  and  jealous  of  the  liberties 
of  the  people. 

Amia  all  the  noise  and  smoke  raised  by 
the  ememies  of  the  Administration,  I  have  not 
heard  that  there  have  come  from  respectable 
sources  any  serious  complaints  iu  reference  to 
the  fidelity  of  these  men.  There  has  never  been 
a  time  in  the  history  of  this  Government  when 


the  heads  of  Departments  and  bartau  kaie 
been  more  distinguished  for  their  dithfaloea 
in  the  management  of  the  trusU  itpowd  ic 
them,  or  more  conq>icuou8  for  tbnr  public 
virtue.  There  was  never  a  time  wka,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  vast  multitude  dov  oecesatij 
to  transact  the  public  business,  there  were 
fewer  defalcations  or  fewer  fnodi  conuitted 
upon  the  Oovernment ;  and  no  mio  no  elioff 
that  an  assumption  contrary  to  this  can  be 
maintained.  That  frauds  have  occaired,  ibu 
trusts  have  been  betrayed,  that  secmndreU  hive 
worked  their  way  into  office,  thst  the  tppobt- 
ing  powers  have  sometimes  mi^ndged  aodbtto 
deceived,  no  one  pretends  to  deny.  Batvben 
was  it  otherwise?  Never;  and  it  utftt  wiJ 
be  while  men  are  human.  But  thst  soj  oo^" 
has  been  advanced  to  places  of  public  tnst 
because  he  was  a  bad  man,  or  by  retsoa  of  nj 
indifference  to  public  virtue  or  the  public  in- 
terests, I  deny.  But  severthelesi,  mvmm  m 
swift  ever  to  compMn  and  magnify  errors  aod 
mistakes  into  the  most  flagrant  political  criint!. 

Bat  now  let  us  see  what  this  AdmisutntioD 
has  done  since  it  came  into  power. 

First,  it  has,  in  a  general  waj,  so  bom 
itself  that  the  people  have,  in  peace  sad  en* 
scions  security,  pursued  tiieir  vailed  atNi- 
tions  and  prospered.  It  has  gnppkd  vitb 
eminent  success  the  great  qaestioss  of  Suie 
in  Biich  a  manner  as  to  secore  respeetaod  opi- 
fidence  both  at  home  and  abroad.  We  mw, 
as  a  nation,  stood  fiairer  in  oor  foreign  Rb 
tions,  and  while  we  have  sought  do  adni- 
tages  over  others,  we  have  not  permitted  loj 
to  be  gained  over  us.  And  in  our  treaty  sip- 
ulations  and  other  Degotiattons,  we  hart  pre- 
served our  dignity,  and  held  a  high  and  ba- 
orable  posiUon  in  the  esteem  and  coofideoei 
of  all  nations.  We  have  not  00I7  preserfid. 
but  so  advanced  the  credit  of  the  oaiioa  is  i^ 
enable  us  to  secure,  upon  advantageoas  tenos. 
to  the  extent  prescribed  by  law,  an  iaperuot 
loan  at  a  redaced  rate  of  interest^  the  penut 
ent  and  ignorant  complaiDts  of  taoptriof 
with  the  syndicate  to  .the  cootrarj  notvitk 
standing. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  everywhere  thew  i' 
among  tbe  people  a  desire  to  see  our  natiow 
debt  reduced  as  rapidly  as  it  can  b«  doer 
without  too  greatly  Durdening  the  iado5tn«« 
of  the  country  by  taxation;  hence,  th<poi:^y 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaoiy  has,  »*  '*' ' 
regard,  met  with  general  seotimeots  of  sp 
proval.  Now  let  us  see  how  this  matter  ev 
been  managed  under  the  present  Adoioi^tjo 
tion.  Since  March  4,  1809,  op  to  the  ht  dm 
of  the  present  month,  April  1, 1872,  aper:> 
of  three  years  and  a  few  days,  we  hate  pii 
$816,181,730  of  the  national  debt,  aod  r 
doing  this  we  have  saved  an  annual  expeo<^' 
ture  of  $19,182,988  in  the  wsy  of  iote<« ' 
This  is  a  splendid  result,  and  the  mess  vh:.« 
tbe  people  have  been  prosperoue  asd  bappr 
and  never,  during  any  period  of  our  hiflo-T 
has  wealth  aecumnlated  nsore  rapidi/. 

On  the  1st  day  of  April,  m2,  tht 
debt  was  in  the  shape  here  indicated: 

Debt  bearinf  intereet  in  coin :  ^  ^jt» 

Bon^  at  ais  pareent........ .........^  ''*7^t!Tw 


\f 


»«•«•«••«■«•■•***** 


Bonds  at  ftv«  per  o«nt....^. 

Debt  bearing, interest  in  Uwfal  money-' 

Certiflcatei  of  indebtedness  at  fonrper 
eencM*.. «•••«••■•«••..  M»>»»..«*MM  •••..•  ••••*.** 

Nav^  pension  fond  a4  three  per  oeat. 
^  GerUfiflates  at  three  per  cent.......* — 

Debt  on  which  interest  has  ceased  siiioe 

Hmmriwy  .•»»».«»»»■»»....«...».»««»...«.«».«  «««»«»«•* 
Debt  beanns  ao  intocestc 

Old  demand  aod  legal-tender  notes^ 

Fractional  oarrenoy............ 

Coin  eertifSoatee ...... . 

Intereet  duo  and  unpaid.... 

Total  debt,  April  1. 1872. 
Cash  in  tUe  Troaaoiy.. 


•  ••••••»«••••**' 


•••«««••«•••••**** 


•••■••«•  ••  •••••••  •**' 


•■•••»ooo  •••••• 


Debt.  loBsoaah  in  the  Treasuy ^^ 

Amount  of  debt  paid  daring  lut  month,    <15.<^J!! 

Now,  let  us  see  to  what  extent  the  laies  n pon 
the  people  have  been  leduced  witlua  the  «» 
five  yean  of  Btpablioan  rule,  aadaffee&Dgtfie 
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resDurceB  of  this  Administraiion  in  the  way  of 

raimng  revenue. 

The  iDternal  reTenne  tax  has  been  reduced 

as  follows : 

By  Mi  of  Jvly  33. 1866 $65,000,000 

By  Mi  of  Marah  2, 1867 40.000,000 

By  act  of  February  3. 1868 23,000,000 

By  atta  of  Marob  31  and  July  20, 1809 ^.000.000 

By  Mt  of  July  14, 18T0.. 65.212,000 

Net  total  rodaotion  internal  taxes 228,212,000 

By  act  of  July  14, 1870,  the  net  decrease 
of  duties  on  imports 23.636,827 

Aggregate  annual  decrease $251,848,827 

Notwithstanding  this  vast  decrease  of  bar- 
deoR  in  the  way  of  taxation  by  a  skillful  man- 
agement of  the  resonrces  of  revenne,  a  faithful 
collection  thereof,  and  bj  economy  in  the  pub- 
lic exDenditnres,  the  public  debt,  as  we  nate 
seen,  nas  been  steadily  reduced,  all  current 
liabilities  promptly  discharged,  all  public  im- 
provemcnts  have  been  liberally  provided  for, 
and  public  credit  materially  appreciated. '  In 
the  collection  and  disbursement  of  the  pubKt 
revenue  the  Administration  has  fully  met  the 
pledges  that  were  made  for  it  in  the  campaign 
of  1868,  which  resulted  in  the  election  of  the 
present  Chief  Magistrate.  It  needs  no  higher 
tribute  to  its  wisdom,  economy,  and  fidelity 
than  these  significant  facts  which  wc  here 
present 

I  will  now  place  In  contrast  the  last  years  of 
the  last  Democratic  administration  m  some 
matters  of  financial  interest  with  the  three 
years  during  which  General  Grant  has  been  at 
the  head  of  affairs.  For  the  fiscal  year  1858, 
according  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Government  under  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  expend- 
itures exceeded  tho  receipts,  $27,529,904: 
in  1869,  $15,584,611 ;  1860,  $7,066,900:  1861, 
to  the  close  of  his  administration  in  March, 
$10,054,655;  making  a  total  of  $60,282,970, 
which  shows  such  tniserablo  mismanagement 
of  public  affairs  that  either  the  sources  of 
revenue  had  become  so  deranged  as  not  to  be 
adequate  to  the  demands  of  the  Government, 
or  there  was  a  reckless  and  extravagant  waste 
of  the  people's  money.  Under  the  present 
Administration  the  receipts  and  expenditures 
are  as  follows : 

Receipts  for  fiscal  year  ending  June  30. 1870 : 

From  customs $194,538,374  44 

From  iDternal  reyenue 185.128.850  37 

From  Bales  of  pmblio  lands.......^ .........       3,360,4|l  70 

From  misoellaneous  sources 28,237.7e2  06 

411.255,477  68 
Bx^onditures  for  the  same  period : 

For  civil  and  miscellane- 
ous purposes 109,234.017  16 

For  War  Department...   67,655.675  40 

For  Nary  Department..   21.780.229  87 

For   Indians  and  pen- 
■lona S1,74M40  82 

For  iDtereet  on  the  pub* 

lie  debt ....^.....  129,335.496  00 

309.653,560  75 

BeoeiptaoYer  expenditures $101,601,916  88 

Reoeipta  for  fiaoal  year  ending  Jane  30, 1671 : 

From  oostoms.. — $«)6.270.408  06 

From  internal  revenue 143/)96,153  63 

From  sales  of  public  lands 2^,646  66 

From  miseeilaneonssouroea...- 31,666,736  53 


Expenditures  for  the  same  period : 
For  civil  asdmisoellaoe- 

oua  purposes......^. — ..  $69,496,710  97 

For  War  Department 44,080,064  95 

For  Navy  Department..    19,431.027  21 
For  Indiana.................      7,426,997  44 

For  pension...................    34,443.894  86 

For  interest  onthepnb- 

lie  debt......M..M.......wn  125,670,666  98 


383,323,944  89 


300^467,272  20 


Reoeipta  over  expenditures $82,866,672  69 

The  estimated  receipts  and  expenditares  for 

the  Tear  ending  June  80,  1872,  calculating  on 

the  basis  of  what  is  already  expended  for  this 

year,  will  be  as  follows : 

Receipts $365,198,374  60 

expenditures  m..m.m.m........mto*«....m,...»   296,403,282  92 


Hoceipta  over  expenditures $71,795,091  66 


Total  receipts  over  expenditares  daring  three 
years  of  this  Administration,  $256,463,681  25, 
while  for  aboat  the  same  period  under  Bu- 
chanan the  expenditares  exceed  the  receipts 
$60,232,970,  making  the  difference  in  favor 
of  this  Administration  $316,696,651 ;  and  dar- 
ing; its  progress  the  people  were  never  more 
prosperoas,  and  never  better  snpplied  gener- 
ally with  all  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of 
life. 

Agai»|  let  us  compare  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jane  80, 1871,  with  tne  last  year  of  Democratic 
ruloi  We  have  estimated  the  expenditares  of 
that  year  ia  round  numbers  at  $300,000,000, 
instead  of  $292,000,000,  as  nstmlly  set  down, 
tie  difference  arising  from  the  fact  that  the 
Wav  Department  was  oredited  with  $8,000,- 
000  to  which  really  it  was  not  entitled.  Of 
this  sum  there  was  paid  for  expenditares 
glairing  eselasively  oat  of  the  late  war,  in- 
ctading  interest  on  the  public  debt,  pensions 
and  boantiea  to  soldiers,  reimbursements  of 
States  ibt  expenses  of  volunteers,  horses  and 
other  property  lost  in  the  war,  and  sandry 
other  iteme  of  magnitade,  $175,543,140  27, 
leaving  a  balance  of  $124,456,860  to  be  ap- 
plied U>  the  ordinaiyexpenses  of  Government. 

Now,  redoee  this  snm  to  a  gold  basis,  deduct 
the  increased  Army  and  Na^  expenses,  and 
allow  far  the  immense  growth  of  the  country 
is  baainess  rdatiooa,  both  home  and  foreign, 
and  in  popvlatioii,  and  it  will  be  found  by  an 
easy  calculation  that  the  amount  of  expendi- 
torea  Sbr  the  ordinary  purposes  of  Government 
in  1871  was  much  less  j)ereap(to  than  in  1860 
under  Mr.  Bachadhn,  when  the  total  expendi- 
turea  Were  nearly  sixty- five  millioas  in  gold  in 
a  time  of  nroftmnd  peaee.  One  it/eat  more 
and  we  slkail  be  done  with  figures,  and  before 
passing  simply  remark  that  the  Demooraicy 
have  never  been  kbown  to  ^et  ahead  in  econ- 
oflsy,  and  a  careful  and  faithful  handling  of 
the  people's  money,  as  has  been  shown  by 
reeent  as  well  as  more  distant  events.  That 
last  item  involving  figures  to  which  we  refer 
is  this,  and  it  shows  how  vastlv  soperior  is 
the  vi^r  and  administrative  ability  of  the 
Bepnblicaa  party  over  that  of  the  old  starved 
organization,  which  is  looking  so  wistfully  jast 
now  toward  the  public  crib:  our  war  with 
Mexico  left  upon  us  a  debt  of  $68,000,000. 
For  more  than  ten  years  the  Democratic  party 
kept  pegging  away  on  that  debt,  and  then 
abdicated,  leaving  a  debt  upon  the  country  of 
$64,842,267  88, 

Oar  public  debt,  created  chiefly  on  account 
of  the  late  war,  reached  its  maximum  during 
the  last  half  of  the  year  1865.  Since  that  time 
we  have  reduced  it  $656,500,000,  and  all  the 
time  the  people  have  sustained  with  intelligent 
cheerfalness  the  burden  of  taxation  by  which 
this  grand  result  has  been  achieved,  and  the 
polity  that  haa  controlled  the  finances  of  the 
country;  and,  without  a  peradventure,  they 
will,  I  bislieve,  do  it  again.  Now,  air,  what 
better  thing  can  the  people  do  than  to  oon- 
tioua  an  administration  which  has  been  so 
singolarlv  suoceasial?  Against  the  general 
results  of  the  Administration  I  have  heard  no 
serious  complaints^  only  from  the  Democratic 
party,  from  which  it  is  needless  to  expect  any- 
thing else  than  complaints.  It  has  become 
their  only  stock  in  trade,  and  they  mast  be 
allowed  to  make  the  best  of  it. 

There  is  no  measure  of  any  considerable 
importance^  or  measure  making  more  secure 
the  equal  nghts  and  privileges  of  idl  men  in 
this  country,  that  does  not  receive  a  share  of 
their  oompuunts ;  no  measure  giving  additional 
assurance  that  the  General  Government  pur- 
poses to  use  all  its  oonstituUonal  powers  to 
guard  and  defend  everywhere  the  peace  and 
safety  of  its  subjects  can  escape  their  censure. 
General  acts  to  insure  fair  play  at  the  ballot- 
box  and  preserve  the  parity  of  elections  they 
have  fought  to  the  death.  An  extension  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  courts,  in  order 
to  make  the  liberty  of  the  subject  more  secure, 
arouses  their  fiery  indication,  as  though  no 


wroqg  could  be  perpetrated  only  by  the  Gen- 
eral Government.  And  any  form  of  an  act  to 
enforce  the  provisions  of  the  first  section  of  the 
fourteenth  article  of  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution they  cannot,  by  any  possibility,  quietly 
submit  to,  as  it  might  disturb  and  agitate  or 
abridge  the  privileges  claimed  by  some  of  their 
friends,  who  cooperate  with  them  on  election 
days,  of  entering  in  disguise  by  moonlight  or 
starlight  or  without  any  ii|;ht  whatever,  or  any 
authority  of  law,  the  premises  of  other  Amer- 
ican citizens  to  inflict  summary  punishment 
for  opinion's  sake.  They  seem  utterly  un- 
mindiiil  of  the  fact  that  these  acts  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  can  by  no  manner  of  means 
conflict  with  any  American  citizen  who  pur- 
poses to  mind  his  own  business  and  to  abstain 
from  violating  the  rights  of  others,  or  from  the 
exercise  of  any  privileges  he  is  not  himself 
entitled  to.  Certainly  the  people  are  intel- 
ligent enough  to  understand  how  much  these 
chronic  complaints  amount  to. 

The  heaviest  ordnance,  however,  both  of 
the  common  enemy  and  the  disaffected  of  our 
own  household,  are  now  trained  upon  the  acts 
and  character  of  the  Chief  Magistrate  himselft 
with  what  motives  by  the  latter  we  leave  it 
with  the  people  of  this  country  to  determine. 
They  will  decide  these  questions  in  their  own 
way  and  at  the  proper  time,  to  the  infinite 
amazement  and  chagrin  of  all  enemies.  The 
superior  strength  of  the  fortress  they  are  at- 
tacking, and  the  suspicion  of  its  strength,  is 
unmistakably  manifested  by  the  mode  by  whidi 
they  propose  to  approach  and  storm  it.  No 
single  organized  force,  however  distinguished 
for  recent  battles  fought  and  lost,  consideis 
itself  adequate  to  the  task.  Hence,  the  earnest 
and  prevailing  desire  to  secure  a  concerted 
action  of  all  opposing  forces. 

Sir,  you  never  expect  to  hear  of  harmony  in 
the  realms  of  PlutOj  so  neither  can  you  expect 
harmony  out  of  this  heterogeneous  mass  of 
perturbation.  San  Domingo  would  not  win. 
The  custom-house  frauds  would  not  stick  to 
the  man  of  destiny.  The  French  arms  case 
is  the  greatest  fizzle,  over  which  numerous 
windy  speeches  were  made,  that  the  world 
ever  knew  before  in  connection  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  deliberative  assemblies. 

The  remarkable  utterances  upon  San  Do- 
mingo and  the  French  arms  question,  particu- 
larly gorgeous  in  eulogiums  upon  national 
virtue,  as  though  it  were  a  thing  but  recently 
discovered,  and  faintly  appreciated  only  by  a 
few  distinguished  sapients,  are  among  the  most 
unique  producdons  of  this  or  any  other  age ; 
and  yet,  judging  from  their  effect  upon  the 
puSlic  mind  and  the  &cility  with  which  they 
vanish  into  thin  air,  we  might  say  that  if  tiiose 
philippics  constituted  the  only  hope  their  au- 
thor had  of  immortality  they  might  reason- 
ably expect  ere  long  to  be  laid  away  with  the 
common  herd  of  forgotten  dead. 

Charges  were  made  about  the  time  that  it 
appeared  that  certain  distinguished  parties 
had  failed  to  have  their  wishes  complied 
with  in  some  other  directions,  that  possiblv 
there  was  something  rotten  in  connection  witn 
the  San  Domingo  annexation  scheme,  and  no 
chaiges  could  possibly  have  been  more  ground- 
less, except  perhaps  those  of  the  French  arms 
case.  Briefly,  what  are  the  fiicts  ia  relation 
to  that  annexation  scheme? 

It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  it  did  not 
originate  with  Uie  President  of  the  United 
States.  The  matter  was  considered  daring 
Uie  last  session  of  the  Fortieth  Congress,  and 
before  General  Grant  was  inaugurated  by  the 
committee  of  this  House  on  foreign  rela- 
tions, and  met  with  so  much  favor  that  one 
of  the  most  distinguished  members  of  that 
committee.  Judge  Orth,  of  Indiana,  made  a 
strong  speech  on  this  floor  advocating  the  pro- 
iect.  Some  time  after  the  inauguration,  the 
Government  of  Dominica,  having  thas  been 
encouraged,  sent  an  agent  to  this  Government 
to  propose  terms  of  annexation,  to  be  consid- 
ered at  aa  early  a  day  as  possible.    This  agent 
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was  not  assured  that  any  terms  looking  to  that 
end  would  be  considered.  Subsequently,  an- 
other agent  was  sent  on  the  same  business, 
now  regarded  as  exceedingly  important  to  the 
people  of  Dominica.  The  I^resident  then,  as 
it  was  his  unqaestioned  daty,  ^ave  the  subject 
such  consideration  as  in  his  judgment  it 
deserved. 

He  sent  an  agent  of  this  Government  thither 
to  enter  into  negotiations,  with  a  view  of  secur* 
ing  the  annexation  of  that  republic.  A  treaty 
was  made  between  the  two  contracting  parties, 
which  was  in  due  time  laid  before  the  Senate 
for  its  ratification  or  rejection.  The  matter 
was  not  known  to  be  unpopular  with  the  Amer- 
ioan  people,  and  I  beheve  that  really  it  was 
not  then,  as  it  is  not  now,  either  popular  or 
unpopular.  Annexation  schemes  had  not  pre- 
viously been  very  unpopular,  else,  perhaps,  we 
should  not  have  acquired  either  Texas,  Cali- 
fornia, or  Alaska.  The  idea  of  an  ocean-bound 
republic  had  been  a  favorite  one  with  at  least 
one  great  political  party  in  this  country.  The 
treaty  failed  to  secure  the  requisite  majority  in 
the  Senate,  and  therefore  was  rejected.  The 
President  was  fiercely  assailed  by  members  of 
that  body,  and  scandalized  throughout  the 
country,  as  himself,  with  other  Government 
oflScials,  having  personally  and  corruptly  be- 
come interested  in  what  was  derisively  denom- 
inated a  job. 

A  commission,  on  the  authority  of  Congress, 
was  appointed  by  the  President,  composed  of 
American  citizens  distinguished  among  their 
countrymen  for  ability  and  integrity,  and  ac- 
companied by  certain  other  American  citizens 
equally  distinguished,  as  invited  euests  of  the 
commission,  proceeded  to  San  Domingo  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  into  this  question 
in  all  its  possible  phases,  with  instructions  to 
report.  The  commission  in  due  time  made  its 
report,  and  this,  with  a  message  from  the  Presi- 
dent, was  laid  before  Congress  and  ordered  to 
be  printed  for  the  information  of  the  country. 
That  commission  of  distinguished  citizens, 
against  whose  integrity  the  breath  of  suspicion 
was  never  raised,  among  other  things  reported 
that  they  had  carefully  examined  into  the  char- 
acter of  allegations  touching  any  personal  in- 
terest that  any  Government  officials  might  have 
in  connection  with  the  annexation  scheme,  and 
the  following  is  the  strong  language  of  their 
report  on  that  point : 

'*  The  commissioners  were  not  unmindful  of  vari- 
ous rumors  which  had  been  ciroulated  on  divers 
oooasions  that  concessions  or  grants  of  land  were 
made  to  officials  of  the  Qovernment  of  the  United 
States  when  the  treaty  of  annexation  was  nego- 
tiated in  1869.  No  pains  were  spared  to  ascertain 
the  exact  truth  on  this  subject.  In  addition  to  an 
examioatioa  of  all  grants  from  the  Government  of 
the  republic,  the  commission  further  carried  their 
researches  to  all  municipal  grants  by  the  town  of 
Samana,  where  rumor  had  located  the  supposed 
grants.  The  officers  of  the  municipality  and  the 
records  were  carefully  examined.  Inouiry  was  tdBO 
made  of  the  authorities  of  the  city  of  San  Domingo. 
After  this  investigation  the  commission  can  declare 
without  hesitation  that  there  was  no  particle  of 
evidence  or  color  of  evidence  for  these  charges. 

*'  In  order  to  be  assured  that  the  treaty  famished 
to  us  was  a  true  and  a  fall  copy  of  the  original  in 
the  archives  of  the  Dominican  Government,  they 
thought  it  important  to  examine  the  original  care- 
fully, and  to  determine  whether  either  the  treaty  of 
annexation  or  the  Samana  lease  contained  any  con- 
cession or  grant  or  secret  clause  fayoring  any  Uni- 
ted States  official.  This  they  did  in  the  presence  of 
the  president  and  his  cabinet,  in  the  formal  manner 
which  will  be  found  set  out  at  length  in  their  jour- 
nal of  date  February  18, 1871.  It  was  ascertained 
that  no  such  clause  was  contained  in  the  treaty  or 
lease.  They  received,  also^  the  solemn  assurance 
of  the  president  and  bis  cabinet,  as  will  be  found  in 
theirjournalof  the  same  date,  that  no  such  grant 
or  concession  was  made  in  any  way  in  connection 
with  the  negotiation  or  preparation  of  the  treaty." 

Now,  what  was  the  course  and  conduct  of 
the  President  after  this  report  was  completed 
and  submitted  to  Congress?  Was  not  his  bear- 
ing iu  this  whole  matter  honorable  in  the  high- 
est degree  ?  Did  he  show  any,  the  least,  dis- 
position or  desire  to  consummate  this  scheme 
without  the  fullest  acquiescence  of  the  people  ? 
Did  he  not  show  that  he  was  sincere  when  on  a 
former  occasion  he  announced  that  he  should 
have  no  policy  to  support  in  opposition  to  the 


will  of  the  people?  Did  his  conduct  on  this 
occasion  resemble  that  of  a  dictator,  or  that 
of  a  ruler  who  proposed  to  override  law  and 
trench  upon  the  liberties  of  the  people  ?  Let 
us  look  at  his  own  words  and  see  how  he  fully 
disposes  of  the  vexed  question.  I  quote  from 
his  message  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
commissioners: 

"The  mere  r<uection  by  the  Senate  of  a  treaty 
negotiated  by  the  President  only  indicates  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  between  two  ooSrdinake  departments 
of  the  GoTomment,  without  touching  the  character 
or  wounding  the  pride  of  either.  But  when  such 
rejection  takes  place  simultaneously  with  charges 
openly  made  of  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  Presi- 
dent, or  those  employed  by  him,  the  case  is  differ- 
ent. Indeed,  in  such  case  the  honor  of  the  nation 
demands  investigation.  This  has  been  accomplished 
by  the  report  of  the  commissioners  herewith  trans- 
mitted, and  which  fully  vindicates  the  purity  of  the 
motives  and  action  of  those  who  represented  the 
United  States  in  the  negotiation. 

"  And  now  my  task  is  finished,  and  with  it  ends 
all  personal  solicitude  upon  the  subject.  My  duty 
being  done,  yours  begins ;  and  I  gladly  hand  over 
the  whole  matter  to  the  judgment  of  the  American 
people,  and  of  their  Representatives  in  Gongreu 
assembled.  The  facts  will  now  be  spread  before  the 
country,  and  a  decision  rendered  by  that  tribunal 
whose  convictions  so  seldom  err.  and  against  whose 
will  I  have  no  policy  to  enforce.  My  opinion  remains 
unchanged ;  indeed,  it  is  confirmed  by  the  report, 
that  the  interests  of  our  country  and  of  San  Domingo 
alike  invite  the  annexation  of  that  republic. 

"  In  view  of  the  difference  of  opinion  upon  this 
subject,  I  suggest  that  no  action  be  taken  at  the 
present  session  beyond  the  printing  and  general  dis- 
semination of  the  report.  Before  the  next  session 
of  Congress  the  oeople  will  haveoonsidered  thesub- 
pect  and  formed  an  intelligent  opinion  concerning 
it;  to  which  opinion,  deliberately  made  up,  it  will 
be  the  duty  of  every  department  of  the  Government 
to  give  heed,  and  no  one  will  more  cheerfully  con- 
form to  it  than  myself.  It  is  no#  only  the  theory  of 
our  Constitution  that  the  will  of  the  people,  consti- 
tutionally expressed,  is  the  supreme  law,  but  I  have 
ever  believed  that  *  all  men  are  wiser  than  any  one 
man ;'  and  if  the  people,  upon  a  full  presentation  of 
the  factSj  shall  decide  that  the  annexation  of  the 
ropublie  is  not  desirable,  every  department  of  the 
Government  ought  to  acquiesce  in  that  decision." 

Mr.  Sbeaker,  never  was  the  charge  of  the 
spirit  of^imperialism  more  gronndlessly  made 
against  a  citizen  of  this  Republic.  So  foreign 
is  anything  of  this  kind  from  the  truth  that  it 
may  be  said  by  all  who  have  made  themselves 
familiar  with  the  modes  of  this  Administra- 
tion that  never  before  has  the  (Government 
been  run  in  a  plainer,  simpler,  and  more 
democratic  style  man  under  the  present  Chief 
Executive ;  and  never  before  did  the  people 
approach  more  familiarly  all  the  seats  of 
power,  or  more  sensibly  realize  that  this  great 
Government  is  their  own  inheritance. 

In  addition  to  charges  to  which  I  have  already 
alluded,  there  are  stul  other  avermenta  made 
intended  to  militate  against  the  reputation  of 
the  present  Executive,  and  if  possible  to  draw 
away  from  him  the  confidence  of  the  American 
people.  I  can  with  difficulty  bring  myself  to 
feel  that  they  are  worthy  of  consideration; 
yet  they  are  pressed  by  those  who  claim  to 
have  a  ri^ht  to  speak  and  be  heard  upon  polit- 
ical questions  in  this  country.  He  is  charged 
with  being  a  man  of  mercenary  character. 
How  such  a  complaint  could  originate  from 
any  higher  impulses  than  those  of  prejudice 
and  personal  malice  it  is  really  difficult  to  see. 
Who  in  this  country  was  ever  placed  under  cir- 
cumstances better  calculated  to  develop  such  a 
trait  of  character,  had  he  possessed  it,  than  Gen- 
oral  Grant?  For  years  during  the  war  almost 
unlimited  power  was  in  his  hands,  and  unlim- 
ited opportunities  were  afforded  him  daring 
those  years  to  take  advantage  of  his  surround- 
ings, and  to  accumulate  to  an  almost  unlimited 
extent,  had  he  been  other  than  a  true  man 
and  scrupulously  honest.  During  those  years, 
when  other  men  were  profiting  by  such  op- 
portunities, while  traders  and  unscrupulous 
speculators  were  making  fortunes  out  of  the 
confusion  and  disorder  incident  to  war,  he, 
true  to  his  duties  as  our  great  chieftain » 
never  for  a  moment  turned  aside  to  seek  any 
such  personal  advantages,  and  never  in  a 
single  instance  did  he  use  his  immense  power 
to  the  furtherance  of  Ifis  own  personal  ends.  He 
came  out  of  the  war,  ai^r  having  run  a  career 
not  less  illustrious  than  that  of  the  greatest 


heroes  of  ancient  or  modem  times,  as  thepr:de 
and  idol  of  the  American  people.  Hehaa  wr^:; 
the  gratitude  of  all  hearts  and  the  praise  of 
the  civilized  world.  He  had  goDe  (o  history 
with  an  irrevocable  decision  io  his  faror. 
His  subsequent  career  after  be  had  receired 
the  surrender  of  the  last  of  bis  ooanUy'a  foes, 
till  he  was  put  in  nomination  for  \he  kigli 
office  he  now  fills,  still  more,  if  possible,  en- 
deared him  to  the  loyal  people  of  thii  coqd- 
try.  Everybody  believed  him  to  be  honeit 
and  true  to  every  high  trust  as  a  poblic  dul 
No  citizen  of  this  country  had  ever  secared 
more  conspicuously  a  world-wide  fiune. 

Sir,  it  is  preposterous  even  to  suppose  tbt 
one  so  capable  of  noble  deeds  coala  obseare 
such  a  fame  by  the  indulgence  of  little  im 
cenary  purposes.  I  blush  to  know  that  there 
can  be  found  American  citizens,  sharetB  of  ihe 
honors  and  benefits  which  this  great  mao  kas 
conferred  upon  his  country,  who  coodesceni 
to  such  unworthy  insinuations.  Thii  ^m 
man,  did  I  say  7  I  am  aware,  sir,  that  bis  u^- 
to  be  considered  a  great  man  is  deoied.  Es; 
how  IS  it  ?  Ordinary  men  now  and  then  stum- 
ble upon  some  great  enterprise  by  lock  cr 
accident ;  but  a  succession  of  brilliant  achlert 
ments  as  the  result  of  stadied  sod  carefjlij 
arranged  plans  has  never  in  the  history  of 
mankind  been  characteristic  of  ordinary  mei 
This  question  of  his  greatness  has  already  been 
decided,  and  no  heated  (ulminationB  of  eith& 
stump  orators  or  a  partisan  press  can  n^ttn 
that  decision. 

The  remark  has  been  made,  time  and&guo. 
that  he  is  not  a  grand  character,  aach  assboel^l 
preside  over  the  destinies  of  a  great  people. 
Who,  in  the  name  of  consisteocy,  is  beier 
entitled  to  such  high  distinction  than  the  sus 
who  has  done  as  much  as  any  other  dod  io 
make  the  nation  illustrious  and  the  people 
great?  Ah  I  in  whatlight,astocbariiCUfr,<]ii 
the  people  contemplate  him  at  yickBbur;^,  at 
Mission  Uidge,  or  at  Appomattox  Goari-flqp- 
What  other  character  then  towered  above iiim- 
The  people,  sir,  will  never  forget  the  gracde&r 
of  those  eventful  scenes  in  oar  past  bistorj, 
and  will  never  believe  that  there  was  coi » 
grand  character  that  constituted  the  centnl 
hgure  in  the  midst  of  those  livel/ times.  Xb^J 
share  not  in  these  unworthy  criticiBmsnpoDtiie 
man  who  has  fairly  won  his  way  to  fame,  m 
who,  though  gone  to  fame,  still  QOTes  anor; 
the  people  of  this  nation  as  one  of  the  ^\^^^'} 
humblest,  and  least  pretentioos  of  our  gre('< 
men. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  here  sooert 
marks  taken  from  a  literary  journal  not  pout 
ical,  as  further  evidence  of  the  eaiimaw  siU 
placed  upon  his  character,  and  of  the  finn  bdi 
which  he  possesses  upon  the  hearts  of  u^ 
people.  Such  a  view  is  the  more  valuable.  »s 
It  is  taken  from  a  better  stand-point  than  \m^ 
of  the  mere  politician : 

••  Prom  this  time  to  the  aMemblinf  of  the  lUpab- 
lican  convention  the  attempt  to  stain  the  cbirif  <7 
of  the  President,  and  to  atigmatiie  him  to  tbeoMc 
try  a«  unfit  for  another  term,  will  b«  io^«|b'*^ 
malevolent.     Bat  he  has  been  in  th«  Wildero« 
before,  and  he  oame  out  of  it.   TheTffioUk'Jl 
fonndly  and  perilously  who  suppoae  that  tbepwp 
forget,  or  that  the  mists  of  ealamny  thMgtthas^^'' 
every  Administration  have  obscttredthe  r^t» 
branoe  of  the  days  when  General  w*°^7^  tl 
hope  of  Amerioan  liberty.   Ooming  6«h  mn  ^* 
oamp  to  the  Cabinet,  has  be  hetrU9d<a»oia 
great  principlei  of  the  party  which  li^rT  i 
power?    Diirering  from  many  ho"?'*? iSSntse 
they  differ  among  thenuelvea,  haa  he  toisows^^ 
emanoipated  raoe.  or  the  honor  of  thenauos.w 
welfare  of  the  people  ?    Silent  by  nature  iBd  ^^u 
oonditions  of  hu  position,  has  he  tooneboaw  "^ 
seemed  guilty  of  any  of  the  fool  ohanf«tb»tM^ 
been  thundered  affunat  him  ?   Then  will  etfW 
be  an  indignant  reaction  in  the  mind  Mid&^>^ 
the  Anierioan  people  against  the  reloaUcH  ei^n^ 
injureJhegood  name  of  the  Preaident  of  ih«^jT 


Mr 
more 


anrtiuol 


.  Speaker,  I  reftain  firom  sajiflf  a^r 
more  in  this  direction,  as  I  feel  conn<*«°^^ 
the  Presidentis  already  too  strongly  "itreocfie* 
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in  the  warm  hearts  of  the  American  people  to 
be  in  need  of  kind  words  spoken  by  me  as 
one  of  his  hamblest  friends.  But,  sir,  I  felt 
that  I  had  a  dat?  to  perform  as  one  of  the 
Representatives  ot  the  great  State  which  gave 
this  great  man  to  the  conntry,  and  it  is  snre 
to  stand  by  him  when  his  next  time  of  trial 
comes. 

I  intended  when  I  began  to  speak  of  other 
matters  of  national  interest,  bat  I  am  remind- 
ed by  the  length  to  which  I  have  already  gone 
that  I  mast  wait  for  another  opportanity  to 
discnss  those  other  questions. 

FINANCIAL  POLICT  OF   THE  ADMINISTRATION. 

Mr.  MONROE.  The  great  questions  raised 
by  the  war  have  now  been  settled.  The  Union 
has  been  finally  and  permanently  restored. 
Reoonstraction  is  complete.  Emancipation, 
impartial  suffrage,  the  equal  protection  of 
law,  have  been  secared  by  amendments  to  the 
CoqstitQtion,  solemnly  ratified,  and  by  appro- 
priate legislation.  State  and  national  life  and 
fbndamental  individual  rights  have  been  set 
u  pon  a  rock.  These  noble  results  having  been 
achieved,  it  is  with  some  feeling  of  relief  that 
we  next  address  ourselves  to  the  material  in- 
terests of  the  country,  interests  which  suffered 
80  fearfully  during  the  war,  which  have  since 
80  wonderfully  revived,  and  which  are  the 
homely  but  strong  foundation  of  so  much  else 
that  is  desirable  of  intellectual,  social,  and 
moral  development. 

Closely  related  to  these  interests*,  and  one 
of  the  most  important,  practical  questions 
that  we  can  discuss,  is  the  Financial  Policy  of 
President  Grant's  Administration,  and  of  this 
I  propose  to  speak  to-day. 

Has  our  present  Administration  any  financial 
policy?  If  so,  what  is  it?  Is  it  one  worthy 
of  a  great  nation  charged  with  grave  responsi- 
bilities? What  objects  does  it  propose  to 
accomplish,  and  by  what  means?  Its  adver- 
saries charge  that  it  has  no  policv ;  that  its 
successes  are  a  happy  accident.  They  tell  us 
that  it  has  merely  drifted  upon  the  rising  tide 
of  national  prosperity,  without  efficient  cap- 
tain or  intelligent  pilot ;  and  that  it  is  only  by 
a  fortunate  chance  that  it  has  blundered  into 
harbor  instead  of  going  down  bow  foremost 
amonff  the  rocks.  With  this  proposition  I 
join  issue.  There  could  not  be  a  greater  or 
a  less  excusable  error. 

The  administration  of  the  Treasury,  whether 
right  or  wrong,  certainly  has  not  been  without 
a  plan.  The  course  pursued  by  the  Secretary  has 
no  doubt  been  a  little  confusing  to  some  minds. 
He  has  not  always  done  as  other  financiers  in 
this  and  other  countries  have  done.  He  has 
not  always  been  careful  to  do  what  is  recom- 
mended in  the  books,  a  standard  to  which 
some  minds  invariably  turn,  and  to  which 
they  hold  all  great  systems  and  great  admin- 
istrators accountable.  His  purpose  has  not 
always  been  at  once  apparent.  But  a  little 
study  will  show  us  that  certain  rules  have 
been  steadily  observed.  Amid  all  the  stormy 
floctuations  of  business,  of  exchanges,  and  of 
the  currency,  may  be  seen  the  firm,  strong 
ootlines  of  the  financial  policy  of  the  Treasury. 
In  general  terms,  the  policy  of  the  Adminis* 
tration  has  been  to  reestablish  the  national 
credit,  and  next,  and  largely  through  this,  to 
reduce  as  rapidly  as  possible  the  burdens  of 
the  people. 

But  let  us  consider  the  particulars  in  which 
this  general  policy  has  been  illustrated. 

I.  When  the  present  Administration  came 
into  power  the  first  maxim  of  its  financial 
policy  which  became  apparent  to  us  was  that 
of  paying  the  national  aebt  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible. 

It  is  no  part  of  my  plan  to  dwell  upon  the 
marvels  which  have  been  wrought  in  this  re- 
spect. They  are  printed  in  every  paper,  pro- 
claimed from  every  rostrum,  and  are  now  very 
familiar  to  us.  That  $800,000,000  of  public 
debt  were  paid  between  March  1,  1869,  and 
March  1, 1872,  being  $100,000,000  per  annum 


or  eight  and  one  third  millions  per  month: 
that  the  annual  charge  for  interest  was  reducea 
$18,000,000,  and  the  charge  per  month  $1 ,600,  • 
000 — these  facts  are  now  so  well  known  at 
every  breakfast-table  that  they  are  not  even 
talked  about.  Mr.  Boutwell's  monthly  state- 
ments no  longer  excite  either  surprise,  admir- 
ation, or  gratitude. 

It  seems  so  em  to  pay  the  national  debt 
that  we  would  all  like  to  be  Secretaries  of  the 
Treasury  ourselves.  National  debts  naturally 
do  pay  themselves  off  at  the  rate  of  eight  or 
ten  millions  per  month.  We  know  they  do, 
because  we  see  it.  I  believe  it  is  Bishop  But- 
ler who  says  that  our  idea  of  a  law  of  nature 
is  only  that  of  the  regular  recurrence  of  the 
same  event.  The  first  time  Adam  saw  the 
sun  rise  he  would  have  slight  ground  for  be- 
lieving that  he  would  ever  see  it  rise  again. 
When  he  saw  it  rise  a  second  time,  this  would 
produce  some  expectation  of  continuing  to 
witness  it;  and  the  sunrise  of  many  successive 
mornings  would  finally  convince  him  that  the 
event  occurred  under  the  operation  of  natural 
law.  The  monthly  payment  of  the  national 
debt  has  been  carried  on  with  a  steadiness 
and  regularity  which  lead  us  to  look  for  its  con- 
tinuance with  something  of  the  same  certainty, 
and,  I  may  add,  indifference,  with  which  we 
expect  the  recurrence  of  events  controlled  by 
a  law  of  nature. 

But  I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  your  atten- 
tion with  the  wonderful  facts  connected  with 
the  payment  of  the  public  debt,  although 
they  constitute  a  conspicuous  chapter  in 
the  history  of  the  great  nnancial  eras  of  the 
great  nations  of  the  world.  I  wish,  rather, 
to  notice  a  complaint  of  a  very  unusual  kind, 
which  has  been  urged  against  this  policy  of 
rapid  payment.  In  other  countries,  and  in 
otner  times,  great  financiers  have  been  criti- 
cised because  they  have  failed  to  pay  any  por- 
tion of  the  principal,  or  even  the  interest,  of 
the  public  debt.  Their  success  or  failure  as 
officers  of  State  has  been  judged  by  this 
standard.  But  here  the  complaint  has  been 
that  the  national  debt  has  been  paid  too  fast 

We  have  been  told  that  it  is  enough  to  pay 
the  interest,  or,  at  most,  a  small  portion  of  the 
principal.  We  are  asked,  wh^  should  all  this 
burden  fall  upon  this  generation  ?  Why  not 
leave  a  more  generous  share  of  it  to  our  suc- 
cessors? Let  us  consider  what  justification 
can  be  offered  by  the  Administration  for  the 
urgency  with  which  it  has  recommended  the 
payment  of  our  indebtedness,  and  the  assiduity 
and  eamestuess  with  which  it  has  devoted  its 
energies  to  that  object.  Recall  for  a  moment 
the  financial  situation  when  President  Grant 
was  inaugurated.  The  national  credit  at  that 
time  was  by  no  means  firmly  established.  In 
Europe  evil  prophecies  still  abounded  that 
we  could  not  or  that  we  would  not  pay  our 
debts.  Here,  at  home,  ominous  wMpers  were 
heard  of  the  advocacy  of  new  theories  of 
finance  equivalent  to  total  or  partial  repudia- 
tion. Prominent  men  were  found---men, 
strange  to  say,  of  intelligence  and  ability — 
who  nivored  the  indefinite  expansion  of  paper 
currency  for  the  purpose  of  paying  at  once  the 
whole  or  a  large  portion  of  the  public  debt. 
Men,  whose  names  are  historical,  declared 
that  paper  is  as  true  a  standard  of  value  as 
gold  or  silver,  and  that  it  is  so  good  a  thing 
that  we  cannot  well  have  too  much  of  it.  I 
am  told  that  a  United  States  Senator  in  his 
place  objected  to  the  burning  of  worn  and 
mutilated  notes  at  the  Treasurv  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  destroying  so  much  of  the  wealth 
of  the  country. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Administra- 
tion decided  that  the  first  thing  to  be  done  to 
save  the  country  from  bankruptcy  was  to  estab- 
lish the  confidence  of  the  world  in  the  good 
faith  of  the  nation.  To  accomplish  this  result 
it  undertook,  in  the  first  instance,  to  pay  the 
national  debt  in  good  faith  and  as  fast  as  possi- 
ble ;  so  fast  as  to  attract  general  attention ;  to 
make  its  honorable  alacrity  in    meeting  its 


engagements  the  subject  of  comment  at  the 
great  commercial  centers,  instead  of  dubious 
questionings  of  its  honesty  or  solvency ;  and 
for  this  purpose  to  recommend  the  taxing  of 
the  people,  in  the  beginning,  almost  to  the 
point  of  a  grievance,  as  the  truest  economy  and 
the  truest  kindness.  You  know  how  all  this 
was  done  with  the  happiest  results. 

The  great  journals  of  Europe,  which  form- 
erly spoke  in  disparaging  terms  of  our  finan- 
cial credit,  have  of  late  expressed  their  as- 
tonishment at  what  has  been  accomplished, 
and  have  frankly  admitted  that  no  nation  in 
Europe  could  have  borne  the  same  strain  upon 
it  resources  without  serious  embarrassment. 
The  credit  of  the  country  has  improved  in  a 
degree  most  satisfactory  to  a  patriotic  mind. 
The  price  of  our  bonds  in  the  markets  of  the 
world  has  constaatly  advanced,  and  the  appre- 
ciation in  the  value  of  our  legal- tender  notes 
is  marked  by  the  fall  of  gold  from  182  to  110. 
Upon  this  subject  I  quote  with  pleasure  a 
paragraph  from  a  speech  of  the  honorable 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Brooks,] 
published  in  the  Congressional  Globe  of  Feb- 
ruary 1,  1872;  a  paragraph  which  does  equal 
credit  to  his  candor  and  his  sagacity : 

*'  No  voioe  on  this  or  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
now  demands  repudiation ;  all  are  for  a  faithful  dis- 
charge of  the  public  debL  The  action  of  Congress 
upon  this  subject  has  lifted  the  pablio  credit  to  an 
eoviahle  position  throaghoat  the  whole  world.  Just 
before  the  dose  of  the  war  our  Government  was  bor- 
rowing money  at  twelve  per  cent.  After  the  peace 
the  rate  of  interest  rapidly  fell  to  seven  per  cent. 
In  1869  it  fell  to  six  per  cent. ;  in  1870  to  five  and  a 
half  per  cent.,  and  before  the  end  of  1871  it  fell  to  a 
small  fraction  more  than  five  per  cent.  The  interest 
upon  the  public  debt  has  rapidly  been  going  down. 
I  said  in  this  House  two  years  ago  when  the  funding 
bill  was  discussed  here,  and  when  I  supported  the 
action  of  the  Committee  of  Wa^and  Means  in  spite 
of  some  hesitancy  among  my  friends  on  this  side  of 
the  House  as  to  the  propriety  of  lending  that  sup- 
port—'I  said  then  that  in  my  judgment  such  was  tne 
rising  credit  of  the  country  that  there  would  bo  no 
difficulty,  if  time  could  only  be  given,  in  negotiating 
the  whole  public  debt  of  this  country  at  the  rate  of 
four  per  cent,  per  annum." 

The  honorable  gentleman  perhaps  would 
not  agree  with  me  as  to  the  inferences  which 
should  be  drawn  from  this ;  but  it  is  enough 
for  my  present  purpose  that  there  is  a  sub* 
stautial  agreement  in  the  facts. 

With  the  establishment  of  the  national 
credit  the  necessitv  for  so  rapid  reduction  of 
the  public  indebtedness  ceases,  and  it  is  now 
the  policy  of  the  Administration — as  I  trust 
it  will  prove  to  be  that  of  the  present  Goo 
gress — to  reduce  taxation  $50,000,000,  and  to 
pay  the  national  debt,  hereafter,  at  the  rate 
of  fifty,  rather  than  one  hundred  millions  per 
annum. 

II.  Another  principle  of  Treasury  policy  with 
which  much  fault  has  been  found  is  that  of 
retaining  a  large  amount  of  surplus  gold  in  the 
Treasury.  At  one  time  the  New  York  Trib- 
une, as  often,  I  should  sa^,  as  once  a  fort- 
night, contained  a  sharp  article  complaining  of 
the  loss  of  interest  upon  money  thus  hoarded, 
and  exhorting  the  Secretary  to  sell  his  gold 
and  redeem  bonds.  Not  long  since,  the  nou- 
orable  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wood] 
introduced  a  resolution  into  this  House  request- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  disburse 
a  large  portion  of  the  money  now  in  his  cus- 
tody. It  gives  us  a  rather  comfortable  feeling, 
at  the  outset,  that  we  are  able  tb  furnish  such 
a  cause  for  criticism  as  $100,000,000  of  surplus 
gold  in  the  Treasury.     But  let  us  see  what 

f\pod  ends  have  been  answered  by  this  pecu- 
iarity  of  our  financial  management. 

1.  In  the  first  place,  by  keeping  this  large 
amount  of  gold,  the  Aaministration  has  been 
able  to  prevent  or  to  check  unprincipled  spec- 
ulations and  conspiracies.  With  an  irredeem- 
able paper  currencv  the  money  market  for  the 
past  few  years  has  been  peculiarly  exposed  to 
fluctuation  and  to  panic.  Dishonest  men  have 
been  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  this  con- 
dition of  our  currency  and  of  exchanges  to 
their  own  profit  and  to  the  great  injury  of  the 
honest  industries  of  the  countrT.  Conspiracies 
have  been  formed  to  raise  or  lower  the  price 
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of  gold  by  terrorism  and  falsehood.  It  ha3 
not  been  the  policy  of  the  Administration  to 
force  the  price  of  gold  up  or  down,  but  to  see 
to  it  that  It  shoald  oe  left  free  to  follow  with- 
out disturbance  the  natural  laws  of  trade. 
Hence,  it  has  been  prepared  to  put  down  those 
unlawful  combinations  of  speculators  who  seelc 
profit  from  the  misfortunes  of  their  fellow- 
creatures.  Generally,  the  mere  knowledge  of 
the  fact  that  the  Administration  has  sucli  an 
immense  gold  reserve  at  command  has  been 
sufficient  to  prevent  such  conspiracies;  but 
there  have  been  a  few  cases  in  which  a  slight 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
has  been  attended  with  the  most  beneficent 
results,  and  has  been  sufficient  to  show  the 
unspeakable  importance  of  the  gold  reserve  as 
a  means  of  keeping  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try in  a  natural  ana  healthy  condition. 

The  24th  of  September,  1869,  known  as 
**  Black  Friday,'*  is  remarkable  in  our  history 
as  having  witnessed  the  culmination  and  col- 
lapse cf  one  of  the  most  infamous  anddanii^er- 
ous  conspiracies  ever  formed  b^  wicked  men. 
The  price  of  gold  was  raised  in  two  or  three 
hours  on  the  morning  of  that  day  from  143  to  162. 
Half  the  business  men  of  New  York  saw  ruin 
before  them.  Strong  men  turned  whit  e  with  ter- 
ror, as  they  stood  in  tne  gold-room  and  heard  the 
bids  growing  ever  louder  and  higher.  No  one 
Cfkn  say  where  this  would  have  ended  short  of 
general  ruin.  There  was  only  one  po^er  in 
tne  land  that  could  certainly  calm  this  mad- 
ness, and  that  power  lay  in  the  surplus  gold 
in  the  vaults  oi  the  Treasury.  The  following 
passage  was  read  by  Mr.  Uodeskin,  of  New 
York,  in  his  testimony  before  uie  committee 
which  conducted  the  Gold  Panic  Investigation, 
as  descriptive  of  the  effect  which  was  produced 
when  this  power  made  its  voice  heara : 

**New  men»  wild  with  fresh  exoitemeot.  crowded 
to  the  barriers.  In  an  instant  the  ramor  was  abroad, 
the  Treasury  is  sellinr.  Qaiok  as  thousht  men  real> 
ised  that  it  was  not  safe  to  sell  to  the  oliqae  brokers. 
Scarcely  any  one  now  wanted  to  boy.  All  who  had 
bought  were  mad  to  sell  at  any  price,  bat  there  were 
no  buyers.  In  less  time  than  it  takes  to  write  aboat 
it  the  price  fell  from  162  to  133." 

A  few  days  later  business  was  again  begin- 
ning to  flow  in  its  natural  channels.  Alter 
all,  the  Government  sold  only  $2,060,000  in 
gold.  Surprise  has  been  expressed  that  the 
sale  of  BO  small  an  amount  should  have  pro- 
duced such  important  consequences.  The 
explanation  is  evident  from  the  testimony  of 
several  gentlemen  at  the  investigation  of  which 
I  have  spoken.  It  was  not  the  amount  of  gold 
sold  by  the  Government  so  much  as  the  amount 
which  it  was  in  its  power  to  sell  which  crushed 
the  conspiracy.  I  qpote  a  few  sentences  from 
the  testimony  of  James  Fisk,  jr. : 

*'Que$tion.  Why  did  the  price  break  down  that 
day? 

"  Annoer.  On  account  of  this  sale  by  the  Qovem- 
ment. 

*'  Qutttion,  Did  itnot  break  down  before  the  orders 
to  sell  were  kDOwn  7 

"  Annoer.  Not  before  they  were  known. 

**  Quevtion.  At  what  time  in  the  day  did  the  break 
oconr? 

**  Antwer.  I  should  think  at  half  past  eleven." 

"  Qitution.  Why  would  the  sale  of  four  millions  of 
gold  break  down  the  market? 

"  Answer,  It  would  break  our  comer. 

*'  Quation,  The  'longs,'  then,  were  not  so  strong 
bat  that  four  millions  would  break  them? 

*'  AMtorr.  It  would  when  they  knew  the  Qovem- 
ment  had  eighty  or  ninety  millions  right  behind  it. 
The  theory  was  adopted  in  a  moment  that  the  Gov- 
ernment had  made  up  its  mind  to  break  up  this 
clique.  They  gave  real  gold,  that  took  the  money  to 
pay  for  it  every  time." 

We  have  another  example  of  the  wholesome 
exercise  of  this  power  in  the  case  of  the  Chi- 
cago fire.  That  great  calamity  occurred  on 
the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  October  last.  Imme- 
diately afterward  the  insurance  companies  all 
over  the  country  began  selling  their  securities 
to  meet  their  engagements.  A  large  amount 
of  United  Slates  bonds  was  thus  thrown  upon 
the  market,  with  a  tendency  to  decreasing 
prices.  The  demand  for  money  was  greatly 
increased.  There  was  danger  of  a  panic,  and 
of  conspiracies  founded  upon  panic  Bat  when 


it  waa  found  that  tM  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
wa9  prepared  to  purchase  bonos  beyond  what 
ha^  peen  advertised  at  the  beginning  of  th^ 
month  to  such  an  amount  as  might  be  neces- 
sary to  furnish  the  market  with  currency  and 
I)rotect  the  businesa  of  the  country  from  ini- 
jury,  confidence  was  at  once  restored.  Itpu^ 
be  said  that  this  is  a  case  of  bnving  bonds i^qcL 
not  of  selling  sold.  The  reply  is  obyioiis. 
Th^  power  tp  bay  bonds  if  dependent  upon 
having  gold  in  the  Treasury  to  buy  them  >vith. 

On  the  whole  it  is  difficult  to  s^o  how  the 
immense  business  of  the  coantry  could  be 
carried  on  in  safety,  in  the  present  state  of 
our  currency,  without  a  large  gold  iroserve  in 
the  Treasijiry, 

2.  Again,  with  this  reservfj  the  Govern- 
ment is  at  all  times  rea4y  lo  rsfui^e  specie 
payments.  We  all  hope  to  s^e  resuqiptiQa  at 
no  distant  day,  whether  its  retora  be  encoar- 
aged  by  legislation,  or  whether  it  be  left  to  h^ 
brought  about  by  the  gradual  eahancemeat  of 
the  value  of  our  le^l-t^nder  notes  through 
the  wise  administration  of  the  Treasury  •  and 
the  increasing  deoaan4  for  qurrepcy  from  th^ 
ever-growing  and  oxtei^ding  busiuess  of  the 
country.  But  whenever  resamptioi^  comes,  it 
is  indispensable  that  the  Qovernmeot  should 
be  able  to  take  its  share  in  it  without  hesita- 
tion and  without  difficulty.  If  the  Govern- 
ment should  then  be  compelled  to  buy  large 
quantities  of  gold  to  meet  its  eng^g^mepts, 
this  very  effort  would  raise  the  price  and  de- 
feat the  whole  object  to  be  accoijaplished. 
But,  with  its  present  Iwr^e  reserve^  it  will  be 
able,  when  the  proper  tune  arrives,  to  take 
the  lead  in  restoring  our  currency  t^  the  oi^ly 
solid  and  reliable  basis. 

8.  The  large  surplus  of  gold  has  gToatly 
aided  in  snpporting  the  national  credit  Such 
an  immcAse  reserve  in  the  Treasury  of  a  Qoan- 
try  so  greatly  iu  dpbt  is  a  kind  of  financial 
miracle.  The  ministers  of  finance  in  the  great 
countries  of  Europe  that  are  hardened  with  a 
great  national  debt  Sive  compsUed  year  afier 
year  to  report  a  deficit.  In  A  no  erica  the  press 
attacks  our  Secretary  of  the  TreM^uipy  beoause 
he  has  such  a  magnihcent  surplus.  The  favor- 
able infiuence  of  this  upon  oar  credit  becomes 
evident  by  a  reference  to  the  Bank  of  England. 
I  was  so  situated  for  some  years  of  my  life 
that  I  was  a  constant  reader  of  the  London 
Times,  and  aa  occasional  reader  of  journals 
of  the  other  great  capitals  of  Europe.  My 
attention  was  often  drawn  to  the  watchtul  inter- 
est manifested  in  all  the  great  money  centerd 
of  Eur<H)e  iu  any  change  iu  the  auioont  of  gold 
retained  in  the  vaults  of  the  Bank  of  England. 
The  condiiiou  of  the  bank  in  this  respect  is 
constantly  o»ade  known,  and  there  is  not  a 
town  of  any  importance  upon  the  Continent 
whose  business  is  not  affected  by  the  announee^ 
ment.  The  trade  of  Europe  is  anchored  in 
the  vaults«of  the  Bank  of  England,  and  whea 
it  loses  its  hold  there,  it  has  neither  safety  nor 
stability.  I  have  no  wish  to  see  such  an  insti- 
tution as  the  Bank  of  England  established  in 
this  country,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
some  of  the  best  u^es  of  such  an  institution 
have  been  answered  by  our  Treasury  with  its 
gold  reserve.  It  has  been  impossible  to  regard 
a  coantry  as  poor  or  as  in  danger  of  repudia- 
tion with  such  immense  assets,  and  it  has  no 
doubt  been  in  part  due  to  these  that  the  credit 
of  the  coantry  has  been  improved,  and  the 
value  of  its  bonds  and  legal- tender  notes  h«s 
steadily  appreciated* 

The  gold  retainad  in  the  Treasury  may 
no  doubt,  herea&ei,  be  much  diminished  in 
amount,  but  until  specie  paynients  are  re- 
sumed and  fully  established,  il  will  not  be 
safe  to  wholly  dispense  with  it. 

III.  I  notice  next  two  features  ia  the  policy 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  which 
some  fault  has  been  found,  but  which  seem  to 
me  plainly  wise  and  useful. 

It  is  his  habit  to  advertise  on  the  first  of 
each  month  the  days  when  gold  will  be  sold 
and  bonds  boaght,  and  the  amount  of  each. 


To  the  plan  thus  announced  he  sdhe^es  uulea 
aom(9  unforeseen  eq^er^ency  makea  it  Dece> 
sary  to  (Jepart  from  it.  This  Qom;aei^  objected 
to  on  the  ground  th^  it  i?  not  a  buaaesilikc 
proce^dinjg.  It  is  mi  th^t  sn  iotelligeat  toan 
in  managing  his  owu  ^ffB^n  would  inu^saci  bit 
business  privately,  and  would  uot  mvitc  oppo- 
sition or  competition  by  giving  notice  oi  bis 
plans.  This  view  is  SPeciallj  arge4  bj  the 
nonorable  gentleman  from  New  Torl^  [Ui. 
Cox]  in  the  minority  report  of  the  CoomUtee 
on  the  Gold  Panic;  and  the  coarse  of  tiie 
present  Secretary  in  this  respect  ii  nniim- 
ably  contrasted  with  that  of  his  predecessor 
la  office. 

Bat  I  mast  think  that  these  Qn^sppispnog 
from  a  misunderstAading  of  what  is  the  object 
and  what  should  be  the  object  of  tl^eSecre>4.7 
in  thes9  trapsactions.  A  private  ciiizeQ  does 
not  hesitate  to  take  advantage  of  any  coiapli 
cations  in  the  money  market  tor  his  owo  proEi, 
and  without  any  s(>?cial  regard  to  tbeiuiereiis 
of  others.  But  it  is  neither  right  nor  pradect 
for  the  government  to  take  such  advaoiigt. 
Only  some  unworthy  and  tempoiMj  p^/Ei 
oould  be  derived  from  such  expsdieoti.  Od 


the  whole,  that  which  is  l^t  for  the  p«op 
will  soonest  replenish  tbe  Trsasnry.  Tk 
financial  policy  which  leaves  ths  cq^rse  >.i 
bosiness  freest  from  obatruction,  asd  ^^ 
invites  returning  prosperitj  \q  all  our  iodui 
tries,  is  most  profitable  foi  the  QoveroqeoL 

I  might  add,  that  were  the  psrdu4<»  t&d 
sales  of  the  Qovemment  made  priyatelT  tbf? 
wooid  qecessarily  be  known  belorehADd  to » 
few  brokers,  who  would  be  temp<e4  to  aike 
a  profitable  investment  of  the  inron»»ti<»o 
they  possessed,  and  whose  proceedings  voold 
be  the  subject  of  endless  scandal,  aod  the 
occasion  for  the  appointmsst,  on  the  put  of 
Congress,  of  endless  commi^oes  of  iavastig^ 
tion.  The  perfectly  open  au4  puhlic  is«tb^ 
adopted  by  the  Secretary  must  cooimeD(|  itHlf 
to  our  judgment  as  much  the  nost  ^liable  to 
the  eharacSer  of  a  high  oSqer  of  Slate. 

Again,  it  has  been  askedi  why  4os8  Q^t  ^ 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  buy  booiU  direcilj 
with  gold,  rather  than  soil  thegol^  vA  be; 
bonds  with  the  currency  recsivS4  ^<y.i^^  ^* 
he  has  himself  given  the  reasons  {or  hi?  wv» 
in  this  particular  in  bis  testinoaj  Wc^(^  ^ 
Committee  upon  the  Gold  ?aaie,  1  eaasotdd 
better  than  to  quote  bis  atatemeati 

**  QnMeion.  State  whether  the  peliff,  ^  ^ 
urged  on  yqa  of  purchaaini;  ^m  dtr^CM^  W 1^ 
instead  of  in  correnoy.  ,  .g 

*'Aimoer,  Tee. it  hus  been  preMated to m«:  I w 
not  Hay  that  it  was  urged  upea  we.  , , .  _ 

•*  Quution.  What,  in  your  jjudsweat-'^^^  . 
been  the  effect  of  sacb  proceedins  on  ta«  cola  ib»- 
ket  and  oo  the  b«>nd  market T  , 

**Anno0r.  Before  I  eomoprnwed  the  pBiek«fe»i 
bonds, I  considered  the  matter,  and  there ^vtx^- 
eons  satisfaetory  to  me  in  favor  of  the  eoane«m«D^ 
took  as  against  the  proposition  to  parekM»<>i^ 
with  ooin.  One  of  thoee  reasons  was  tbatibt  tnoM^ 
tions  would  be  Limited.  If  we  offered  eoia  for  bonos, 
we  should  offer  ooin  to  those  only  who  hMbow*. 
or  who  could  get  them:  bat  if  weofftredeoiDnreBJ- 
reney,  we  offered  it  on  the  face  of  tbinis  to  •  urnr 
number  of  people.  If  a  man  could  noi  f«t^'J, ;; 
of  the  Treasury  except  by  first  geitini  w>8«;' 7 
would  lead  to  bnsinees  difBcalUes  in  ue  vif  <" 
merchants  and  others  who  might  want  to  Wl»» 
to  pay  duties,  or  for  other  1  efttimats  pnrposca  i»« 
would  be  obliged  fint  to  buy  bonds.  It  «oal(ip «» 
a  monopoly  in  the  purebase  of  gold  la  the  nu»<''. 
men  who  owned  or  who  eonid  pnrehast  wo»  * 
thought  that  a  serious  objection  to  the  pn>po«"°^; 
In  addiUon  to  that,  at  some  seasons  of  th«  y*^?L 
receipts  of  currency  from  ordinary  •o'^ifVs^ 
than  our  currency  expenditures;  while  at  <>*'''/JJ. 
sons  of  the  year  the  currency  reoeipto  are  «m« 
erably  in  excess  of  the  eurrenoy  e»P«"r^^![5itki 
selling  coin  for  earreney,  I  oaa  arrange  the  9^^\ 
of  the  Ireaaurjr  without  going  into  the  mv^*^;, ^{ 
ostensibly  or  openly  eeUlna  coin  for  the  porpo^" " 
raising  currency  to  meet  tne  ordinary  correncj  ** 
penditures  of  the  Oovemnent.  It  enables  tbi  ^ 
retajry  of  tha  Treasury  to  have  commend,  eoi  o"»' 
of  the  gold  balance  in  the  Treasury,  but  al»  w  m>;? 
his  currency  balance  meet  the  exiscipg  eoad'U^n  v* 
things.    For  instaaoe,  this  month  I  have  sdrert^ 

the  sale  of  four  milUons  of  eoia,  aad  proiM^Vr  "nd. 
only  two  miUions  of  bonds  forlhe  wnkiw  ^JB^ 
Near  the  end  of  this  month  we  shall  be  o'>'SJ^ 
advance  seveeal  millions  of  eurreaey^  for  peooov. 

due  on  the  4th  of  Mnrab.    We  ahall  haw»;."?^ 

ait  currency  to  disUnt  parts  of  the  c«Q"'Jf-ia. 
orefore  anticipate,  unless  the  reeeipts  t^°Ji 
teraal  reveaaa  are  vevy  lai«e>  thai  o«r  centacr 
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exBeott^  this  qionth  iri|l  exceed  onreurreneyreT^- 
Diie:  therefore,  I  buy  only  twomillioDS  of  bonds, 
and  offer  ioeeJl  four  millloBBof  gold,  in  order  to 
etre9g(U9»  tl^o  Tremanr  with  ^vrenoy/' 

IV.  I  pass  to  consider  another  cherished  por- 
tion of  the  financial  policy  of  the  Administra' 
tioQ,  tlmt  qf  r^pdio^the  public  debt  at  lower 
rateaoi  iatarest.  The  Seoreiary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, hi^vin|p  prepi^red  the  way  for  this  by  the 
graqoftl  improvement  of  the  national  credit 
by  the  methods  which  I  bave  described,  has 
at  leni^tk  |'efande4  $200,000,000  of  our  debt 
at  ^ve  per  peati  In  pla^e  of  six,  thus  saving 
$2,600,0(k)  par  annaoi  to  the  tax-payer  in 
interest.  Tbis  achievement  has  still  further 
iinprpyed  the  puhUc  ^edit,  has  established  it 
beyond  all  qeestion,  and  will  soon  enable  ns 
to  refund  pther  portions  of  the  debt  at  still 
lower  rates  of  interest. 

In  aceoaaplishing  this  result,  the  Secretary, 
for  a  period  of  about  three  months,  paid  inter- 
est u^oo  a  double  set  of  bonds ;  in  other  words, 
be  paid  interest  at  the  rate  of  eleven  per  cent, 
upon  that  j^rtion  of  the  public  indebtedness 
which  was  in  a  state  of  transition  from  the  six 
per  cents  to  the  five  per  cents.  This  course 
has  been  the  subject  of  much  animadversion  in 
this  House  and  elsewhere,  but  has  been  ably 
and  satisfactorily  explained  and  defended.  The 
subject  has  been  so  thoroughly  discussed  upon 
this  floor  and  in  the  press  that  it  is  not 
my  purpose  to  dwell  upon  it  here.  But  now 
that  the  case  has  been  fully  made  up  and  sub- 
mitted to  the  people,  thus  much  is  pretty  clear, 
and  wilV,  I  think,  be  pretty  generally  admitted, 
that  the  Secretary  assumed  no  more  responsi- 
bility and  incurred  no  more  expense  than  was 
necessary  to  the  discharge  of  a  duty  which  had 
been  imposed  upon  him  by  a  law  of  Congress, 
no  more  than  was  necessary  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  an  object  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  financial  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Under  the  law  the  Secretary  could  not  re- 
deem the  six  per  cent,  bonds  without  giving 
three  n^ontbs'  notice:  and  he  could  not  safely 
give  this  notice  until  tne  subscriptions  )br  the 
five  per  cent,  bonds  had  l^een  secured.  It  is 
said  that  be  should  not  have  allowed  interest 
to  commence  on  the  five  per  cent,  bpnds  until 
the  expiration  of  the  three  months ;  or  that 
if  he  permitted  interest  on  these  to  accrue 
from  the  beginning  of  the  three  months,  he 
ahould  have  required  all  the  money  for  the 
new  bonds  to  be  paid  into  the  Treasury.  But 
I  think  that  candidpersons  who  are  acquainted 
with  all  the  facts  will  admit  that  on  these 
terms  the  loan  could  never  have  been  effected. 
If  it  was*of  more  importance  to  the  welfare 
of  the  country  that  the  Secretary  should  insist 
on  these  conditions  than  that  he  should  per- 
form a  great  public  duty  which  Congress  nad 
enjoined  upon  him,  and  achieve  a  signal  tri- 
umph of  political  economy,  then  he  is  justly 
amenabre  to  criticism.  But  if  the  opposite  of 
this  ie  true,  he  should  be  commended  rather 
than  censured.  His  only  fault  was  that  he 
-valued  the  spirit  and  object  of  the  law  above 
Any  mere  technical  question  as  to  the  meaning 
of  its  details. 

It  is  worth  remarking  that  if  the  money  for 
the  five  per  cent,  bonds  bad  all  been  paid  into 
the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  September,  when 
the  three  months*  notice  was  given  for  the 
redemption  of  the  five-twenties,  the  Qov^n- 
naent  would  not  have  been  one  cent  the  richer. 
If  the  amount  had  all  been  collected  in  gold, 
And  had  been  carted}  every  dollar  of  it,  into 
tJie  vaults  of  ihe  Treasury,  not  a  cent  of  profit 
ooald  have  been  derived  from  it  This  neat 
zziass  of  coin  must  have  been  retained,  in 
ckccordaoce  with  the  fundins  law,  in  the  strong 
rooms  of  the  Treasury,  us^ess  to  the  Govern- 
1X1  ent  and  useless  to  the  world,  for  the  purpose 
of  redeeming  the  six  per  cent,  bonds.  There 
-vrould  have  been  no  |td vantage  to  any  one  in 
cliis  coarse,  but  tbere  irould  have  resulted  from 
iv  the  calamity  that  the  commercial  world 
^^ould  have  been  convulsed  by  this  drain  upon 
itagoldresevve^. 


When  the  subscriptions  to  the  five  per  cent, 
loan  at  the  bouse  of  Jay  Cooke  &  Co.,  in 
London,  bad  reached  the  sum  of  $^0,000,000, 
had  they  attempted  to  remove  that  amount  of 
gold  from  England  to  the  United  States  the 
Bank  of  England,  such  is  its  sensitiveness  to 
any  diminution  of  its  gold  reserves,  would  at 
once  have  raised  the  rate  of  interest  to  such  a 
point  as  would  have  protected  its  own  coffers 
and  made  further  investments  in  our  loan  on 
the  part  of  English  capitalists  impracticable. 
As  it  was  the  business  was  done  in  a  wiser 
and  safer  manner.  This  immense  transaction 
of  the  refunding  of  $200,000,000  was  accom- 
plished without  making  even  a  ripple  in  the 
Dusiness  or  trade  of  the  world. 

The  end  thus  accomplished  was,  in  my  opin- 
ion, of  sufficient  moment  to  have  justified  a 
disregard  of  even  stronger  objections  than 
those  which  have  been  urged,  oy  refunding  a 
portion  of  our  debt  the  Secretary  has  shown, 
what  we  needed  to  have  shown,  that  the  thin^ 
can  be  done.  It  is  like  the  first  voyage  ot 
Columbus  across  the  ocean;  when  once  done 
it  is  more  easily  done  a  second  time;  and 
when  the  temporary  differences  between  Eng- 
land and  America  have  been  happily  settled,  as 
I  believe  they  soon  will  be,  I  expect  to  see  the 
larger  part  of  the  public  debt  refunded  at  four 
and  a  half  and  four  per  cent. 

v.  It  has  further  been  the  policy  of  the 
Administration — a  policy  which  from  time  to 
time  it  has  recommended  to  Congress — to  re- 
dace  taxation  as  fast  as  is  consistent  with  the 
preservation  of  the  national  credit.  To  go  fas^r 
than  this  would  not  be  true  economy.  Impa- 
tience of  taxation  among  the  people  is  natural 
and  answers  useful  ends,  and  it  is  our  duty  to 
relieve  them  of  their  burdens  just  as  rapidly  as 
their  true  interest  requires ;  but  it  is  wise  to  bear 
such  present  inconvenience  as  may  be  neces- 
sary to  secure  advantages  more  than  compen- 
satory in  the  future  in  the  firm  establishment 
of  credit,  the  reduction  of  the  rate  of  interest, 
and  ultimately  the  much  larger  reduction  in 
the  burden  of  taxation.  Already,  acting  in 
harmony  with  the  wishes  of  the  Administration, 
Concress  has  reduced  taxation  $80,000,000, 
and!  trust  this  Congress  will  not  adjourn  with- 
out reducing  it  forty  or  fifty  millions  more. 
Considering  the  immense  burden  of  debt  which 
has  rested  on  the  Government,  this  reduction 
will  answer  all  reasonable  expectations. 

I  stated  at  the  beginning  of  these  remarks, 
that  the  financial  policy  of  the  Administration 
generally  was  to  establish  the  national  credit, 
and  to  diminish  the  burdens  of  taxation.  Is 
not  this  a  noble  policy  ?  Aud  have  I  not  shown 
that  the  means  employed  to  carry  out  this 
policy  are  wise  and  efficient?  I  believe  the 
verdict  of  mankind  will  be  that  there  is  no 
nobler  example  of  successful  financial  admin- 
istration in  all  history. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  the  jpowers  which 
have  been  intrusted  to  the  President  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  are  very  great  pow- 
ers to  be  intrusted  to  any  one  man ;  but  the 
times  have  been  anomalous  and  have  rendered 
the  exercise  of  a  large  discretion  on  the  part 
of  the  Executive  necessary.  The  abundant 
justification  of  this  great  trust  is  the  benefi- 
cent manner  in  which  it  has  been  employed  and 
the  unexampled  success  which  has  attended  it. 
If  it  must  always  be  in  some  degree  danger- 
ous to  intrust  to  one  mind  great  powers  not 
fully  defined  by  law,  it  is  fortunate  for  us  that 
we  have  done  this  in  the  case  of  a  minister 
who  is  proud  of  honorable  poverty,  and  in  the 
case  of  a  Chief  Executive  who  has  shown  as 
sincere  a  desire  as  any  President  we  have  ever 
had  to  consult  the  wishes  of  the  people  and  to 
promote  their  highest  welfare. 

NATIONAL  CURRKNOY. 

Mr.  WHITTHORNE.  Mr.  Speaker,  upon 
the  29th  day  of  January  last  I  baa  the  honor  to 
introduce  for  the  consideration  of  this  House 
the  following  resolution : 

E^tohed,  That  the  Committee  on  Baakiag  and 


Cprroney  be  instri|oted  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providinc  by  law  for  retirins  the  present 
iasne  of  nationai  bank  notee  aad  sabstitoting  there- 
for UnUed  States  Treaaary  uotesof  the  siie,  denooi* 
ination.  and  character  now  in  use,  and  known  as 
"  legal-tender  noies ;"  and  also  providing  that  after 

the day  of         ■ ,  187—,  no  fractional  currency 

shall  be  issued  or  eiroulated,  and  that  aiter  the  — — 
day  of  — ',  187—,  no  note  of  a  less  denomination 
than  ten  dollars  shall  be  issued,  but  the  same,  under 
proper  regulations,  ahall  be  retired  as  cnnrenoy. 

2.  That  said  committee  shall  farther  inqoire 
whether,  in  the  work  of  retiring  the  national  bank 
notes  and  snbstitutlng  therefor  an  amount  of  legal- 
tender  notes,  the  issue  of  such  Treasury  note  so  re- 
quired may  not  lawfully  be  used  in  the  redemption 
of  the  bonds  of  the  United  States  known  a;  the 
five- twenty  bonds. 

;i.  That  thesaideommittee farther  ioquirttlnto  the 
expediency,  in  connection  herewith,  of  providing 

that per  eenL  of  the  United  States  customs  dues 

now  payable  in  coin  shall' be  payable  in  legal-tender 
notes. 

4.  That  said  committee  be  instructed  to  repert  a 

Seneral  banking  law,  under  which  the  right  to  con- 
act  a  banking  business  may  be  made  free  to  all  per- 
sons who  shall  or  may  deposit  a  namber  of  the  bonds 
of  the  United  Sutes,  (not  less  than  S50.000  in  value,) 

which   may  equal per  cent,  of  the  average 

deposits  from  individuals,  and  which  bonds  shall  be 
held  asasecarity  for  such  depositors  as  may  have 
no  other  seoarity.  and  to  provide  by  Uw  luiainst 
usurious  and  excessive  rates  of  interest  whion  may 
be  exacted  by  such  institutions. 

This  resolution  is,  b^  the  action  of  the 
House,  before  the  Committee  on  Banking  az^d 
Currency,  and  I  take  advantage  of  the  present 
occasion  to  submit  some  remarks  thereon  that 
I  trust  will  secure  the  attention  of  the  mem- 
bers of  that  committee  as  well  as  tb^t  <^t  (be 
House. 

The  sul^'ects  of  inquiry  that  I  propose  are-?- 

First,  a  substitution  of  legal-tender  notes,  ox 
greenbacks,  as  generally  termed,  for  natiojjial 
bank  notes ; 

Second,  that  in  securing  the  amount  of 
greenbacks  required  for  this  purpose  wb^thar 
an  amount  of  the  bonds  of  the  United  States, 
known  as  five-tweniies,  may  not  be  palled  ip 
and  i)aid ; 

Third,  that  in  order  to  pr^erve  a  sp^ci^ 
basis  for  our  credit  money,  and  at  the  satoe 
time  provide  a  currency  solid  and  safe  for  the 
laborer  of  the  country,  Iractional  currenpy  aod 
small  notes  should  be  gradually  retired  ; 

Fourth,  that  banking  should  be  free  to  all 
persons,  but  that  those  who  bank  upon  the 
capital  of  others  should  be  required  to  giv^ 
at  least  partial  security  for  its  return,  and  sotgp 
protection  had  against  usurious  and  extortion- 
ate charges ;  and 

Filth,  that  the  custom  dues  should  in  part, 
at  least,  be  payable  in  legal-tender  notes* 

I  am  aware  that  these  propositions  suggest 
grave  questions  upon  which  the  ablest  minds 
of  the  past  and  present  differ;  and  that 
when  one  pretends  to  solve  the  mysteries  of 
credit  money,  he  affects  a  wisdom  that  is  con- 
ceded  to  no  man  by  even  a  respectable  minor- 
ity of  his  fellows.  For  one  I  do  not  believe, 
however,  that  this  should  deter  us  from  their 
consideration.  The  fact  is  that  credit  money  is 
now  our  national  life,  and  the  duty  to  preserve 
that  national  life  demands  that  we  should 
endeavor  to  solve  the  mysteries  connected 
with  it.  During  the  present  session  we  have 
had  evidence  that  the  laboring  men  of  the 
country  are  requiring  at  our  hands  such  legts* 
lation  as  will  relieve  them  from  the  onerous 
burdens  of  mismanaged  government  and  the 
heavy  exactions  of  favored  capital,  in  my 
judgment,  sir,  the  complaint  of  the  laboring 
and  producing  classes  are  just,  and  their  pro- 
test against  partial  and  exclusive  legislation, 
all  of  which  is  in  the  interest  of  capital  and 
at  their  expense,  is  founded  a  poo  truth,  and 
deserves  to  be  met,  not  with  commissions  of 
inquiry  and  the  procrastination  of  red  tape, 
but  with  direct  responsive  action  upon  our 
part. 

Early  in  life  I  accepted  the  political  doc- 
trines of  Thomas  Jefferson  aa  my  political 
faith  and  creed,  and  so  accepting  them,  1  have 
uniformly  opposed  the  grant  of  **  exclusive 

Criyileiies''  to  any.     1  have  opposed  parliid 
igislation,  and  I  have  opposed  monopolies  of 
all  descriptions,  aad  favored  that  charactar  of 
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leeifilatioD  that,  consistent  with  the  rights  of 
others,  gave  the  freest  and  largest  liberty  of 
action  and  thought,  believing  this  secured  the 
independence  and  elevation  of  every  citizen, 
and  his  equal  chance  in  the  race  of  life,  and 
which  of  right  he  ought  to  have,  and  which 
no  Government  should  infringe  upon.  Nat- 
urally holding  these  opinions,  it  would  seem 
that  I  would  be  opposed  to  the  present  bank- 
ing system  of  the  United  States,  indeed  to  any 
system  whose  privileges  were  not  to  be  or 
conld  not  be  enjoyed  by  every  citizen  of  the 
State,  and  so  I  am. 

It  is  my  reading  of  the  history  of  parties  in 
the  United  States  that  at  one  period  in  this 
history  one  of  the  parties  then  existing  denied, 
any  authority  in  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  grant  charters  even  for  one  na- 
tional bank,  while  the  party  in  opposition  to 
this  denial  of  authority  claimed  alone  that  a 
great  6scal  agent  might  for  ^'  the  general  wel- 
fare" be  incorporated;  that  a  national  bank 
was  required  by  the  needs  and  wants  of  the 
Government.  That  idea  is  exploded,  but  in 
lieu  thereof  we  have  created  by  the  authority 
of  the  Government  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighty-six  corporations'  known  as  national 
banks,  located  in  the  States  without  their  con- 
sent and  by  a  mere  agent  of  the  national  Gov- 
ernment. These  corporations  are  to  be  found 
everywhere  in  our  limits,  and  arc  vested  with 
rights  and  enjoy  privileges  not  held  by  every 
citizen.  Favored  by  the  national  Government, 
they  furnish  a  part  of  the  currency  which  con- 
trols instead  of  representing  the  labor  of  the 
country. 

It  occurs  to  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  to  meet 
the  demands  of  the  laboring  and  producing 
classes  of  our  fellow-citizens,  the  6r8t  step  to 
be  taken  must  be  in  the  regulation  of  our  cur- 
rency. Under  existing  laws  and  the  condition 
of  the  country — and  your  legislation  has  pro- 
duced the  condition  of  thin|;s  to  which  I  will 
refer — the  laboring  classes,  in  the  high  prices 
required  to  be  paid  by  them  for  everything 
they  need,  in  the  heavy  usury  they  are  com- 
pelled to  pay  for  credit  monev,  in  the  increased 
taxes  resulting  from  partial  legislation,  alike 
in  your  currency  and  tariff  laws,  can  do  no 
more  than  subsist,  and  that,  in  too  frequent 
instances,  at  the  expense  of  the  education  of 
their  children.  And  if  sickness  or  misfortune 
come,  crime  for  which  you  have  no  sympa- 
thy is  their  refuge. 

With  these  prefatory  remarks  I  come*  now 
to  the  consideration  of  the  propositions 
involved  in  the  resolution,  and  in  order 
properly  to  consider  them,  it  is  necessary  in 
my  opinion  that  we  should  first  answer  the 
question  whose  duty  it  is  to  supply  or  furnish 
the  circulating  medium  or  currency  for  the 
exchange  of  the  products  of  labor  and  the 
trade  of  any  given  State  or  country.  Unques- 
tionably it  is  the  supreme  power  or  authority. 
It  is  a  farther  duty  of  that  power  or  authority 
to  famish  a  currency  of  a  uniform  and  stable 
value,  and  I  maintain  that  it  is  also  the  duty 
of  that  authority  to  fix  the  value  or  rate  of 
the  use  of  that  currency  whenever  established 
or  furnished.  I  am  aware  that  it  is  a  received 
opinion  among  those  learned  in  trade  and  in 
finance  that  money  is  a  comm6dity,  and  as 
sDch  should  be  held  and  regarded  as  any  other 
commodity  or  article  of  merchandise ;  bat, 
however  hazardous  it  may  be,  I  take  issue 
with  this  opinion.  Gold  and  silver  and  paper 
in  the  abstract  are  commodities,  and  are  arti- 
cles of  merchandise ;  but  when  the  supreme 
power  stamps  the  one,  when  made  into  a 
given  size,  or  writes  upon  the  other,  or 
authorizes  it  to  be  done,  and  by  its  legislative, 
judicial,  and  executive  authority  says  that  in 
the  work  of  exchange  of  balances  of  pro- 
ducts they  shall  represent  so  much  thereof, 
then  the  supreme  power  invests  gold,  silver, 
and  paper  with  a  privilege  and  function  that 
does  not  belong  to  the  simple  commodity. 

A  dollar,  as  such,  is  nothing,  except  as  the 
means  of  procuring  so  much  labor,  or  its 


accumulations  in  property ;  then  it  is  wealth, 
then  it  is  the  representative  of  labor.  Now,  if 
the  supreme  power  shall  fail,  in  making  a  cur- 
rency, to  have  it  of  uniform  value,  or  in  any 
manner  fail,  in  the  control  thereof,  to  preserve 
its  stability,  then,  besides  dereliction  in  duty, 
it  permits  the  destruction  of  what  currency  is 
intended  to  represent,  the  surplus  of  labor  in 
exchange.  Down  to  the  recent  action  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  the 
case  of  Knox  vs,  Lee  and  Parker  t».  Davis 
we  had  but  one  legal  and  constitutional  cur- 
rency, Kold  and  silvelr,  a  currency  recognized 
by  all  trades  and  all  countries.  In  my  judg- 
ment, it  would  have  been  in  harmony  with  the 
meaning  of  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  as 
well  as  in  harmony  with  the  interests  of  trade 
now  and  hereafter,  if  the  opinion  of  that  court 
had  maintained  the  accepted  views  of  the 
country  prior  to  the  passage  of  the  legal-tender 
act ;  but  since  that  opinion  we  have,  in  addition 
to  gold  and  silver,  a  paper  currency,  known  as 
legal- tender  notes,  as  a  constitutional  cur- 
rency. By  the  common  usages  of  trade,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  supreme  power,  we  have  an 
additional  currency  in  the  national  bank 
notes,  not  a  legal-tender  in  payment  of  debts, 
and  sanctioned  only  upon  the  pretended 
ground  of  convenience.  It  is  well,  right  here, 
to  state  how  much  the  entire  amount  of  paper 
currency  we  have  is.  The  statement,  then,  is, 
as  I  gather  from  official  sources : 

United  SuUe*  notes,  June  30,  1871,  a«  per  2VeaMir«r'« 

report. 

Old  demand  notes ^        S96,505  50 

Lecal-tender  notes,  new  issue.^ 181,806,518  00 

United  States  notes,  series  of  1869 174.103,482  00 

Compound-interest  notes 128,037  00 

One-year  notes  of  1863 44.502  50 

Two-year  notes  of  1863 ^ 33.452  50 

Two-year  ooupon  notes  of  1863 814.230  00 

Fractional  currency,  first  isaae 4,414,025  04 

Fractional  currency,  second  issue 3,218,156  37 

Fraotional  currency,  third  issue 5.617.535  75 

Fractional  corrency,  fourth  issue 27.333,157  40 

Total 397,699,652  06 

National  bank  notes  in  circulation,  as 
per  Comptroller's  report :i22,d52,080  20 

Grand  total $720,651,682  26 


The  population  of  the  United  States,  I  shall 
assume,  is,  in  the  year  1872,  forty  millions,  so 
that  there  are  not  quite  twenty  dollars  per 
capita  of  currency. 

It  will  be  observed  in  this  statement  that 
$822,952,080,  20,  or  nearly  one  half,  is  not 
legal,  but  a  tolerated  currency  sanctioned  by 
law  for  convenience,  as  alleged.  For  whose 
convenience?  Does  not  the  legal-tender  note 
possess  a  higher  value  to  the  holder?  Will  it 
not  pay  his  debts  ?  Is  it  not  guarded  better 
by  the  law  7  Surely  it  cannot  be  argued  that 
it  is  for  the  interest  of  those  who  are  simply 
holders. 

Again,  the  existence  of  the  national  bank 
note  makes  two  classes  in  your  currency,  tends 
to  destroy  uniformity,  and  throueh  frauds  and 
defalcations  of  officers,  agents,  ac,  and  fail- 
ures of  the  banks,  tends  to  destroy  the  sta- 
bility of  your  currericy.  And  this  want  of 
uniformity  and  stability  is  at  the  expense  of 
the  labor  of  the  country. 

Again,  there  is  a  greater  liability  to  counter- 
feiting— in  fact,  the  multiplicity  of  these  insti- 
tutions, it  is  believed,  encourages  and  assists 
the  counterfeiter,  and  whatever  loss  is  occa- 
sioned thereby  falls  upon,  not  the  bank,  but 
the  labor  of  the  country. 

Placing,  Mr.  Speaker,  an  estimate  of  loss 
occasioned  by  this  difference  in  the  two  classes 
of  currency  at  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  per 
annum,  you  have  about  two  million  dollars 
that  the  labor  of  this  country  pays  for  this 
currency  of  alleged  convenience.  In  having 
but  one  class^  wiui  the  improvements  that  are 
being  made  in  the  manntaoture  of  bank-note 
paper,  the  people  will  not  be  so  liable  to  be 
imposed  upon  oy  counterfeits ;  in  relation  to 
which  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  remarks  made  by  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Monroe]  the  other  day  in 


advocacy  of  the  proposition  "  to  provide  for 
the-  retirement  of  worn  and  muukted  car- 
rency,"  which  were  in  these  words,  aodaathor- 
ized  by  the  Treasury  Department: 

"But  a  more  important  object  of  thii  bill  ji  to 
protect  the  people  ad^ainst  coanterfeitiDi.  Some  of 
the  bank  notes  now  in  circulation  hare  Den  covd* 
terfeited  in  such  a  manner  as  to  nre  the  ofteen  of 
the  Treasury  Department  so  me  solieitode.  Xkisftei 
is  brought  to  li^ht  in  the  note  of  the  Seereur)*  of 
the  Treasury  which  I  have  already  rssd.  Dancer- 
ons  counterfeits  exist,  and  we  ha?e  ressoa  to  tm 
that  there  will  be  more  of  them.  New  pliui  uA 
new  printing  will  of  itself  pat  the  eoanterfeiten  it 
fault  for  a  long  time.  Bat  a  more  imporuat  pro- 
teotion  against  oounterfeitiog  is  fouaa  ia  Uie  fact 
that,  shoald  this  bill  become  a  law,  the  SeoreUrr 


of  tlie  Treasury  will  feel  aothoriied  to  priot  the 
new  issue  upon  the  special  fiber  paper.  Ihii  piper 
has  now  been  used  for  nearly  three  yean  is  pnnt- 


ing  the  legal-tender  notes.  The  result  of  tbu  n- 
periment  has  been  most  enooaraging.  Thas  lirfew 
attempts  at  coanterfeiting  have  been  mtde,  acd 
those  so  imperfect  as  to  be  readily  detected  by  per- 


sons of  average  experience  in  the  oie  of  mm 
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large  apartments,  machinery  mored  by  i>eftm,pue 
spnng  water,  and.  altogether,  sach  an  acneciaiu 
of  building,  material,  and  workmen  s«  voald  u- 
cite  suspicion  when  employed  for  dbhooeit  pur- 
poses. Coanterfeiters,  therefore,  cannot  eome  ia 
this  bosiness  without  detection,  even  if  ve  veit 
to  suppose  them  to  have  capital  enough  for  t^» 
purpose." 

Now,  although  it  is  pretended  that  the  m 
tional  banks  pay  out  of  the  taxes  levied  open 
their  circulation,  &c.,  the  expenses  of  tbe 
notes  printed  by  the  United  States  for  theii 
use,  yet  when  the  comparatively  ioadeqaiie 
tax  they  pay  is  regarded,  it  will  be  esiim&ied 
by  the  common  sense  of  the  country  thai  tbe 
people  really  pay  the  burden  of  this  accjo- 
modation  to  the  banks.  In  truth,  there  u 
now  pending  a  bill  reported  from  the  commu 
tee,  to  which  I  have  already  referred,  «b;cb 
seeks  to  tax  the  people  nearly  one  million  do 
lars  in  order  to  supply  these  institution!  wu: 
new  notes  in  lien  of  those  mutilated.  So 
then,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  this  alleged  correnc.r 
of  convenience  the  labor  of  the  people  is  taxed 
for  losses  that  accrue  from  want  of  stabil  ty 
and  equality  in  value  with  the  legaltead^r 
notes,  for  losses  that  occur  from  laclluj  in 
counterfeiting,  and  for  expense  sttendiDg  u^ 
issue,  including  the  printing  of  notes  and  ket^^ 
ing  up  a  Bureau  of  Currency,  all  of  whicn,  I 
think,  I  do  not  overestimate  when  I  reckon :'. 
by  millions  per  annum,  and  which  oaj  ^'' 
saved  to  the  people  by  the  substitation  ot  & 
higher,  safer,  and  more  valuable  correoc;,  to 
wit,  that  of  legal-tender  notes;  reasons  jj* 
ficient,  it  would  seem,  to  insure  the  faTOrab.c 
consideration  of  the  first  proposition  sobmiue^ 
But,  in  this  connection,  if  in  addition  thereio, 
and  in  making  this  substitution  or  ezchmg^* 
the  sum  of  $21,000,000  per  annum  cm  be 
taken  from  the  annual  taxes  required  of  tie 
people,  (as  I  shall  maintain  it  cau  lavfti/1.^  be 
done,)  then  there  should  be  no  besiiauoa  in 
adopting  the  proposition.  .  , 

This  leads  me  to  the  consideratioti  ot  ti:^ 
second  proposition.  The  amoani of  naion^; 
bank  notes  in  circulation  on  the  8Uth  m  <»• 
September.  1871,  was  $822,952,030  20.  >ow. 
if  this  amount  is  retired  it  will  require  the  i8«« 
of  a  like  amount  of  greenbacks  or  lepi't«c<f'^ 
notes,  and  is  to  that  extent  apptrcnily  »fl  ^. 
crease  of  the  national  debt;  that  is,  ioMOUca 
as  it  is  not  proposed  to  diminish  the  qaanti^ 
of  currency.  But  if,  in  making  this  issue,  »»J 
it  a«like  amount  of  the  five-twenty  boodi  art 
paid  and  retired,  there  will  be  no  actual  incr€»» 
of  the  national  debt,  but  rathera  decrease.  m« 
interest  on  that  amount  would  cease  uponpaj 
ment.  Without  disguise  this  proposiUon  « 
volves  the  question  whether  the  five  tW 
bonds  may  be  lawfully  paid  in  H^'^^^f^ 
notes.  It  is  the  history  of  each,  that  they  w^ 
a  common  birth,  by  the  act  of  186-.  i  J 
manifest  by  that  act  that  the  legal- lender  now 
was  made  **  a  legal  tender  at  its  face  value  k?* 
all  debts,  public  and  private,  except  douesoo 
imports  and  interest  on  the  publicdebt.  i 
express  declaration  is  made  that  it  was  a  le^ 
tender  for  all  poblicdebts,andthefiw  iwenuo 
were  then  being  made  one,  and  tbe  ezcepiiOQ 
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of  interest  on  the  public  debt  had  no  other 
meaning  than  to  give  emphasis  to  the  declara- 
tion. There  can  be  no  want  of  faith  to  the 
public  creditor  in  this  mode  of  payment ;  he 

Eurchased  the  bond  with  this  note,  and  in 
is  purchase  so  made  contracted  by  his  pay- 
ment of  the  note  to  receive  it  when  tendered. 
I  waive  all  consideration  of  the  value  of  his 
legal-tender  note  at  the  time,  and  tlie  amount 
he  has  received  on  his  bond  since,  the  con- 
sideration of  which  shows  that  he  has  no  equity 
beyond  the  letter  of  his  bond.  This  view  of 
the  relative  rights  of  the  United  States  and 
the  bondholder  is  forti6ed  and  sustained  by 
eminent  men  in  the  Republican  party,  to 
whose  opinions  I  beg  leave  to  refer. 

Senator  Morton,  ihe  now  recognized  leader 
of  that  party,  said  in  his  place  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  that — 

'*  I  &m  anxious  to  have  the  bonds  paid  in  cold  or 
ita  equivalent,  and  that  will  be  the  result  when  we 
retnrn  to  specie  payment,  as  I  hope  we  soon  shall, 
but  when  I  am  asked  to  say  that  it  is  the  original 
law  of  the  contract  creatiag  them,  I  cannot  do  it 
without  changing  my  oonyiotions  as  to  theeonstrao- 
tion  of  the  statutes  whioh  I  hare  entertained  from 
the  first." 

Senator  John  Sherman,  who  for  several  years 

baa  been  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee 

in  the  Senate,  and,  indeed,  is  known  to  be  the 

leader  in  financial  affairs  of  his  party,  on  the 

20th  of  March,  1868,  said : 

**  I  think  the  bondholder  violates  his  promise  when 
he  refuses  to  take  the  same  kind  of  money  he  paid 
for  the  bond.  If  the  holder  can  legsJly  demand 
ODly  the  kind  of  money  he  paid,  then  ne  is  a  repn- 
diator  and  extortioner  to  demand  money  more  val- 
oAble  than  he  gare." 

General  Butler,  the  successor  of  Thaddens 
Stevens  in  the  leadership  of  his  party  on  this 
floor,  said  in  one  of  his  speeches  on  this  sub- 
ject that — 

*'  To  the  assertion  that  by  this  course  the  publio 
creditor  ia  injured,  I  reply  that  I  propose  to  pay  him 
when  his  obligation  falls  due  in  precisely  the  same 
money  or  eurrency  whioh  the  Government  has  pro- 
Tided  for  every  other  creditor,  publio  or  private,  to 
b«  paid  in.  and  that  which  it  is  declared  upon  the  back 
of  every  legal-teoder  note  he  may  be  paid  in.  I  do 
not  propose  to  do  injustice  to  the  publie  creditor,  bat 
to  pay  him  according  to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  his 
obligation,  and  to  secare  him  from  the  danger  of 
repudiation,  whioh  will  surely  follow  an  attempt  at 
eoforeement  upon  the  people  by  their  own  votes  of 
an  unjust  and  unconscionable  transaction  under  the 
Eoise  of  a  contract." 

And  Thaddeus  Stevens,  ^ho,  more  than  all 
other  men,  made  the  present  Radical  party, 
and  who,  when  living,  ruled  it  with  e^most 
the  authority  of  a  parent,  said  in  one  of  his 
speeches  in  reference  to  this  question  : 

"After  they  fidl  due  they  are  payable  in  money. 

i'oat  as  the  gentleman  understands  money ;  just  as 
nnderstana  it:  just  as  we  all  understood  it  when 
we  passed  the  law  aathorising  that  loan ;  just  as  it 
was  a  dosen  times  explained  upon  the  floor  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
wlieo  ealled  on  by  gentlemen  to  explain  what  it 
meant,  and  just  as  the  whole  House  nndentood 
it  meanL  If  I  knew  there  was  such  a  platform  and 
such  a  determination  on  the  part  of  any  party,  I 
would  vote  for  the  other  side,  Fbank  Blaib  and 
all.  I  would  vote  for  no  saoh  swindle  on  the  tax- 
payers of  this  country.  I  would  vote  for  no  snch 
speculation  in  favor  of  the  large  bondholders,  the 
millionaires  who  took  adrantage  of  our  folly  in 
granting  them  coin  payments  of  interest." 

I  might  add  other  names,  the  views  of  other 
recognized  leaders  of  this  party,  and  add  far- 
ther their  opinions  as  promulgated  in  par^ 
conventions  in  several  of  the  States.  Bat  the 
authority  of  names  is  nothing  compared  to 
the  weight  of  the  law  itself  as  incUcially  ascer- 
tained and  determined  by  the  nighest  tribunal 
Id  the  land.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  has  decided  that  the  legal-tender 
note  means  what  it  says.  And  if  it  is  money 
to  your  soldier,  money  to  your  sailor,  money 
to  your  pensioner,  money  to  your  laborer  and 
employe,  money  between  citizens,  why  shall 
it  not  be,  when  the  law  is  so  declared,  bat  for 
yoor  action,  money  to  the  bondholder?  Why 
shoald  he  be  favored?  Why  should  the  tax- 
payer toil  and  sweat,  and  deny  his  wife  and 
children  comforts,  for  his  benefit?  Why  shoald 
Tsillions  be  levied  and  collected  from  the  labor- 
ing classes  of  the  people  to  supply  gold  foe  the 
bondholder  and  paper  for  the  tax-payer,  and  1 


a  large  part  of  that  paper  the  mere  promise  to 
pay  of  tne  bondholder? 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  to  me  that  since  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
Qovernment  to  retrace  its  financial  policy  and 
at  once  to  set  about  the  payment  of  its  large 
debt  in  the  legal  mode  pointed  out  by  the 
decision  referred  to.  A  failure  to  do  so  makes 
you  partieeps  criminis  in  a  great  fraud  upon 
the  tax- payers  of  the  country. 

As  I  have  already  said,  1  do  not  at  present 
contemplate  anj  increase  in  the  volume  of  paper 
currency,  but  it  will  readily  be  seen  that  it 
may  be  done  if  demanded  by  the  great  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  and  unless  the  third  prop- 
osition, to  which  I  have  asked  the  attention  of 
the  House,  shall,  when  tried,  bring  into  active 
circulation  the  immense  amonnt  of  gold  and 
silver  now  hoarded,  it  may  become  prudent  to 
increase  the  volume  of  paper  currency  in  the 
shape  of  legal  tender  notes. 

I  estimate  that  if  the  fractional  and  small- 
note  currency  in  paper  is  retired,  in  its  place 
will  flow  gold  and  silver  currency  from  one 
hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  million 
dollars,  which  will  be  in  the  hands  of  the  peo- 

Ele  for  daily  use.  With  this  amount  in  the 
ands  of  the  people,  and  with  the  collections 
of  customs  at  fifly  per  cent,  less  than  now  done 
in  gold,  you  will  have  restored,  as  far  as  it  is 

Eracticable  with  your  immense  debt,  a  specie 
asis  to  the  trade  of  your  country.  Of  the 
advantages  to  the  individual  directly,  and  to 
the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  whole  country, 
together  with  its  bearings  upon  private  and 
public  credit  in  having  the  daily  circulating 
medium  in  gold  and  silver,  it  is  idle  now  to 
speak.  I  take  it  for  granted  that  there  will  be 
no  dissent  to  the  proposition  that  it  will  alike 
tend  to  support  public  and  private  credit,  and 
to  build  up  trade  and  commerce  upon  a  secure 
and  healthy  basis.  Is  there  any  better  method 
of  reaching  so  desirable  an  end  than  the  one 
suggested  in  my  resolution  ?  If  so,  what  ia  it  ? 
If  so  convinced,  I  am  ready  to  adopt  it. 

Pursuing  the  thought  that  is  in  mv  mind,  I 
beg  leave  to  direct  attention  now  to  the  propo- 
sition made  to  receive  in  legal-tender  notes  a 
part  of  the  duties  derived  from  customs,  now 
payable  in  gold.  Except  for  a  limited  amount 
to  pay  certain  officers  of  the  Oovernment,  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  does  not  require 
gold  beyond  the  interest  on  the  public  debt  so 
payable.  The  pnblic  debt,  upon  which  inter- 
est is  payable  in  coin  and  currency,  amounts 
to  $1,900,000,000.  f  I  speak  in  round  numbers.) 
The  interest  payable  in  coin  is  about  one  hun- 
dred millions  per  annum.  The  receipts  from 
customs  for  the  year  ending  June  oO,  1871, 
was  $206,270,406  06.  Now,  if  yon  provide 
that  fifty  per  cent,  of  these  dues  may  be  pay- 
able in  legal-tender  notes,  the  Government 
will  collect  enough  gold  to  pay  all  demands 
ligainst  the  Treasury  and  leave  a  sufficient 
surplus  (especially  if  we  calculate  upon  an 
increase  of  custom  does,  as  we  have  a  right 
to  do)  to  meet  oar  gold  obligations  as  they 
may  be  payable.  Any  balance  that  may  be  in 
the  Treasury  in  legal-tender  notes,  derived 
from  any  scarce  whatever,  I  would  have  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  five-twenty  bonds. 
^  The  adoption  of  this  proposition,  it  is  be- 
lieved, would  tend  to  break  down  the  differ- 
ence now  existing  between  the  legal-tender 
note  and  gold ;'  it  would  tend  to  break  up  gold 
^mbling,  since,  more  than  anything  else,  it 
IB  reasonably  arffued,  the  demand  of  the  Gov- 
ernment for  gold  in  the  collection  of  custom 
dues  serves  to  keep  alive  a  gold  market  If 
this  demand  is  diminished,  and  the  policy  of 
paying  the  debt  according  to  the  bond  is 
adopted,  speculators  and  gamblers  will  not, 
cannot  enslave  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the 
coantry  to  their  schemes  and  plots.  But  even 
if  it  does  not  accord  with  the  policy  of  the 
Government  to  pay  the  five- twenties,  as  I  have 
argued,  yet  I  submit  it  is  just  in  every  other 
view  of  the  question  that  no  more  gold  shall 


be  exacted  from  the  tax-payer  than  the  actual, 
not  speculative,  wants  of  the  Government 
may  demand. 

1  observe  with  pleasure  that  my  able  and 
distinguished  friend  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Beck  J  has  introduced  a  resolution  embracing 
this  last  proposition,  which  he  has  had  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
I  trust  he  will  prosecute  the  subject-matter 
with  his  accustomed  energy  and  zeal,  since, 
in  my  opinion,  no  more  important  question 
in  all  of  Its  bearings  has  been  brought  to  the 
cbnsideration  of  this  House.  And  from  his 
experience  and  established  reputation  in  the 
House  and  before  the  country,  he  is  much 
niore  likely  than  I,  so  new  to  both,  to  secure 
for  it  favorable  attention. 

Before  passing  to  my  remaining  proposition, 
I  may  witn  propriety  here  answer  a  question 
which  will  naturally  suggest  itself  in  the  re- 
view of  the  policy  indicated  in  this  resola- 
tion,  and  that  is,  is  it  contemplated  to  keep 
a  permanent  debt  upon  the  coantry  in  the  shape 
of  legal- tender  notes?  To  which  I  answer 
without  hesitation,  no.  No  one  can  contem- 
plate a  national  debt  with  more  horror  than 
myself,  my  reasons  for  which  it  is  not  neces- 
sary now  to  give.  But  we  are  in  debt ;  and 
I  prefer  a  non- interest  bearing  to  an  interest- 
bearing  debt,  and  declare  that  so  soon  as  we 
can  we  should  get  rid  of  both-^the  interest- 
bearing  debt  first.  And  it  is  within  my  mean- 
ing that  when  we  come  to  retire  our  currency 
debt  it  shall  be  done  by  substituting  a  cur- 
rency of  gold  and  silver,  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment being  authorized  to  issue  gold  certificates, 
somewhat  after  the  plan  now  sanctioned  by 
law,  and  as  I  believe  originally  contemplated 
by  the  authors  of  the  sub-Treasury  scheme. 
When  we  reach  that  point,  we  will  be  back 
upon  the  old  constitutional  highway. 

To  the  last  resolution  or  proposition  sub- 
mitted by  myself  I  now  invite  the  attention  of 
the  House,  frankly  string  that  in  my  judg- 
ment neither  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  or  any  of  the  States  ought  to  exercise 
the  right  and  power  of  investing  any  citizen 
with  privileges  which  may  not  by  the  same 
law  be  enjoyed  by  every  other  citizen  of  the 
land,  and  that  I  deny  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress to  grant  charters  to  individuals  for  any 
purpose  whatever,  unless,  indeed,  it  may  be 
done  solely  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  But 
if  Congress  and  the  States  are  to  exercise  these 
doubtful  powers,  and  particularly  in  the  mat- 
ter of  currency,  which  so  vitally  affects  ihe 
general  welfare,  then  such  wholesome  checks 
and  restraints  as  wisdom  and  experience  sug- 
gest should  accompany  the  exercise  of  the 
power;  and  I  therefore  submit  that  if  Con- 
gress aid,  or  continues  to  aid,  in  the  creation 
of  banks,  and  to  superintend  and  control  the 
banking  of  the  country,  (and  which,  I  repeat, 
according  to  my  own  convictions.  Congress 
ought  not,)  then  that  banking  should  with 
proper  security  be  made  free  to  all  persons 
who  will  or  may  comply  with  the  requisitions 
of  the  law  authorizing  banking  to  be  done. 

No  man  under  the  law  shoald  be  vested  with 
any  rights,  powers,  privileges,  or  immunities 
superior -to  any  other  man.  It  is  upon  thin 
idea  that  bur  Government  is  founded.  A 
superior,  favored  class,  made  so  by  legislative 
enactment,  at  once  makes  war  with  that  equal- 
ity of  citizenship  intended  to  be  perpetuated 
by  the  authors  of  all  of  our  constitutions.  To 
give  to  such  favored  class  control  over  the 
other  citizens  is  to  enslave  the  citizen.  And 
no  more  absolute  control  can  be  given  to  any 
class  than  to  submit  to  their  government  and 
management,  without  the  full  responsibility  and 
security  of  personal  liability  and  equal  privilege 
to  all,  that  which  represents  the  labor,  active 
and  accumulatedi  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  coun- 
try. Every  age  and  country  bears  witness  in 
the  condition  of  the  two  c lasses ^power  and 
wealth  in  the  one,  de|)endency  and  poverty  in 
the  other — against  this  particular  monopoly. 
It  is  the  highest  duty  of  the  legislator  to  see 
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that  legislation  shall  protect  the  defeaselesSf 
and  to  take  care  that  whatever  is  authorized 
to  be  done  shall  work  no  prejudice  to  any* 

Before  applying  these  general  remarks  to 
the  fifth  proposition,  let  me  invoke  your  atten- 
tion to  this  idea,  that  in  our  larger  centers  of 
trade  where  banks  are  located  a  part  of  the 
currency  made  use  of  and  entering  into  trade 
are  checks  of  individuals  made  upon  their  de- 
posits in  said  banks,  so  much  so  that  I  shall 
not  be  far  wrong  when  I  say  that  the  deposits 
in  bank  are,  if  not  actual  currency,  so  inti- 
mately connected  with  it  as  to  be  considered 
as  one  would  the  Siamese  twins ;  at  least  un- 
healtbiness  in  the  one  produces  unhealtbiness 
in  the  other.  Without  argument  now  to  prove 
this,  I  shall  take  it  for  granted,  and  ask  you, 
before  going  further,  to  inquire  into  the  amount 
of  ti^e  individual-deposit  account  of  the  people 
of  the  United  States  with  the  banking  institu- 
tions, and  then  to  ask  you  what  security  they 
have,  and  solicit  you  to  contemplate  the  whole- 
sale ruin  which  would  follow  the  failure  of  the 
banks  to  meet  these  depo&lts,  &c. 

ThA  amount  of  individual  dapositi  in  the  n^ional 

banks  on  16tb  December,  187).  aa  per  letter  of 

Comptroller  of  Currency,  of  date  January  31. 1872, 

was ^„.^ - $596,092,918  IS 

Deposits  in  savings  banks: 
New    finfflaod   States,  per  Bank- 
er's     Magazine      or      January, 

im •a«,378.«6 

New  York,  per  Banker's 

Jia«asino  of  May.  1871..  230,749,408 
New  Jersey,  per  Banker's 

Mrtgazine    of    Oetober, 

1870 - 16.719.898 

Calitornia,   per  Banker's 

Magazine    of  October, 

1870. 33,881,367 

Maryland,  (partial,)  per 

Banker's    Magazine  of 

October.  1870. 11,665.183 

The    remainder    of    the 

States,     estimated     at 

thirty 'three   per  cenL 

of  above,  gives 170.464,375 

681.850,375  00 

Total $1,277,952,288  18 

The  insecurity  of  this  vast  sum  of  money,  if 
so  felt,  or  when  so  felt,  is  certain  in  that  event 
to  inflict  our  country  with  incalculable  injury. 
It  is  the  accumulated  labor  of  the  country  *,  it 
is  part  of  your  life  blo<^ ;  it  is  in  the  hands 
of  the  few  without  adequate  security  or  pro- 
tection. ^  It  is  held  and  used  in  part,  as  evi- 
denced in  the  recent  expose  of  some  of  the 
savingg*  banks  in  New  York,  for  the  wildest,  the 
most  speculative  purposes.  It  would  appear, 
sir,  from  this  eamos^j  to  which  I  refer  as  re- 
cently made  in  ^ew  York,  at  least  I  so  argue, 
that  these  savings'  institutions  are  the  hot-beds 
in  which  stock  gambling  is  nursed.  And  thus, 
instead  of  contributing  to  the  growth  of  the 
country,  or  to  the  security  of  public  and  pri- 
vate credit,  they  are  aiders  and  abettors  in  the 
corrupting  schemes  that  are  fast  leading  the 
country  to  ruin. 

Again,  these  savings'  institutions,  frequently 
without  capital  stock,  with  no  security  to  tlie 
depositor  other  than  that  its  managers  may 
be  superior  to  temptation,  (how  frail  a  bond!) 
advertised  by  legal  charter,  are  the  safes  in 
which  poor  men  and  poor  women,  ignorant 
of  financial  matters,  taken  in  by  '4e^l  char- 
ters,'* deposit  their  little  earnings.  If  these 
institutions  of  banking  are  to  continue  under 
your  laws,  is  it  not  your  duty  to  provide  for 
the  protection  of  the  poor,  ignorant,  and  de- 
fenseless; and  not  only  your  duty  to  them, 
but  to  all  classes  who  will  be  affected  by  your 
failure  to  do  so?  I  should  deny  myself  jour 
authority  to  interfere  with  State  institutions, 
but  when  you  exact  security  and  insure  pro- 
tection to  the  depositor  in  such  banks  as  yon 
do  authorise,  the  depositor  will  seek  that  plaoe, 
and  if  your  banking  system  is  a  free  one  to  all, 
there  will  be  quick  conformity  to  it9  provisions 
by  such  as  are  worthy  of  confidence. 

What  security  will  you  exact?  Shall  it  be 
to  the  extent  of  the  capital  you  may  require, 
to  be  deposited  in  bonds  of  the  Uovernment, 
or  a  deposit  of  bonds  equal  to  fifty  per  ceoU 


of  the  average  deposits  beyond  and  inclusive 
of  the  capital ;  such  bonds  to  be  held  (as  now 
required  of  the  national  banks  to  secure  cir- 
culation) for  the  benefit  of  the  depositor  ex- 
clusively, and  beyond  any  other  security  he 
may  have  or  reach  ?  I  confess  the  question  as 
to  the  security  to  be  exacted  is  full  of  embar- 
rassment. I  know  the  disease  exists,  that  its 
symptoms  are  alarming  and  betoken  danger, 
and  my  suggestion  of  the  remedy  is  made  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  difficulties^  that  sur- 
round the  administration  of  it,  or  indeed  of 
any.  I  trust  the  committee  to  whom  these 
resolutions  are  referred  will  properly  consider 
this  difficult  problem,  and  suggest,  if  the  one 
indicated  is  not  proper,  some  more  efficacious 
one. 

Having  already,  Mr.  Speaker,  occupied  too 
much  time  in  the  discussion  of  these  proposi- 
tions, I  beg  pardon  of  the  House,  and  con- 
clude with  the  declaration  that,  in  my  opinion, 
there  can  be  no  reform  of  the  extravagance  in 
your  Government,  no  correction  of  abuses, 
no  relief  from  the  burdens  now  resting  upon 
the  labor  of  the  country,  no  revival  of  your 
great  producing  interests,  no  content  among 
the  toiling  classes,  until  you  have  first  made 
healthy  your  currency. 

Mr.  IIILL  addressed  the  House  on  the  sub- 
ject of  protection  to  American  industry.  FHis 
remarks  will  be  published  in  the  Appenoix.] 

Mr«  FLATT  next  addressed  the  House  in 
remarks  which  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. 

LEAV8  TO  PRINT. 

Mr.  McGORMCCE,  of  Arizona.  I  ask  leave 
to  have  printed  in  the  Globe  some  remarks  1 
have  prepared  on  a  bill  i  have  introduced  in 
relation  to  restricting  the  killing  of  the  butfalo. 

No  objection  was  made;  and  leave  was 
accordingly  granted.     [See  Appendix.] 

CIVIL  SBBTICB. 

Mr.  PACKARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  so  much 
has  been  said  of  the  ' 'corruptions''  of  the 
civil  service,  so  many  groundless  charges  have 
been  made,  the  people  of  the  country  have 
been  so  persistently  asked  to  believe  that  our 
civil  service  is  the  worst  in  the  world,  and  that 
there  is  little  but  '^  festering  corruption''  to 
be  found  in  every  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, that  there  is  danger  of  arriving  at  the 
conclusion  that  he  who  advocates  a  change  in 
the  manner  of  making  appointments  to  office 
assents  to  all  these  pernicious  calumnies.  I 
do  not  assent  to  these  charges.  I  know  that 
for  the  most  part  they  are  utterly  groundless. 
To  be  in  favor  of  a  reformation,  or  rather  a 
change  in  the  manner  of  making  appointments, 
does  not  imply  that  we  lay  our  hands  now  on 
a  civil  service  system  that  is  wholly  bad,  and 
by  such  manipulation  as  we  can  give  it  render 
it  wholly  good.  We  do  not  find  it  in  the  one 
state,  and  we  shall  not  leave  it  in  the  other. 
But  there  are  some  evils  connected  with  it  now, 
and  it  is  possible,  even  probable,  that  when 
some  of  tne  changes  suggested  by  the  civif 
service  commission,  and  in  the  different  bills 
before  the  House  have  been  madet  that  there, 
will  still  be  some  evils  connected  with  it ;  but 
we  hope  they  will  be  fewer  than  now. 

The  optimist  ta&j^  look  for  perfection,  but 
will  scarcely  attain  it  unless  he  employs  saints 
as  his  instruments — ^relying  on  men  and  women 
he  will  fail,  for  there  is  very  apt  to  be  some- 
thing of  evil  in  the  best  men.  The  pessimist 
may  believe  we  have  now  a  shoreless  sea  of 
corruption;  but  he  is  mistaken,  for  there  is 
something  of  good  in  the  worst  men*  In  ap- 
pointments to  office  the  good  and  the  bad  will 
be  intermingled,  no  matter  what  tha  machin- 
ery you  em^oy  to  separate  the  tares  from  the 
wheat.  The  two  elements  will  be  found  in  the 
same  administration,  in  the  same  department, 
in  the  same  bureau*  and  in  the  same  Individ* 
ual.  They  are  not  subject  to  chemical  tests, 
and  by  no  other  could  we  hope  to  eliminate  the 
bad  and  leave  onlv  the  good.  We  must  take 
mankind  as  we  find  them,  and  do  the  best  we  can 
with  the  material  we  must  necessarily  employ^ 


Now,  I  do  not  believe  that  all  the  bad  amoDg 
men  have  found  their  way  into  official  statioo 
in  the  various  departments  of  the  GovemmeoL 
Take  any  department  you  choose,  or  take  the 
whole  civil  service  together,  from  iJie  Pres- 
ident to  the  postmaster  whose  compeasatioo 
is  $1,200  per  annum,  and  the  good  largely 
predominates  over  the  bad.  There  is  more 
honesty  than  dishonesty,  more  efficiency  than 
incapacity,  more  integrity  than  the  want  of  it 
The  civil  service  of  the  country  has  been  qq 
dergoing  reform  ever  since  it  came  onder  tbe 
supervision  of  the  present  AdtniQistratioQ. 
Corruption  has  been  sought  for,  exposed,  ni 

Eunished  with  an  unsparing  hand.  Disboofiij 
as  been  thrust  out  and  hooeety  installed  is 
its  place ;  inefficiency  has  been  made  to  v&lk 
the  plank,  to  make  room  for  industry  aod 
capacity. 

Only  a  few  days  ago  we  had  valoable  teeii- 
mony  given  on  this  floor  to  the  efficiency  of 
one  of  the  Departments;  and  I  take  this  ocei- 
sion  to  say  that  I  was  much  gratified  at  the 
candor  of  the  distinguished  gentleman  fron 
Maryland  who  had  charge  of  the  coDsnlar  ud 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill.  His  datiesia 
connection  with  that  bill  brought  him  close!? 
in  contact  wi(h  the  business  and  operations  of 
the  State  Department.  His  testimooyis  mar. 
valuable,  coming  from  so  distingoished,  ablf. 
and  honorable  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
party ;  and  I  take  especial  pleasure  in  enricb 
ing  my  speech  with  these  words  of  his: 

**  It  is  no  more  than  proper  th^  I  abovld  bcir  mr 
tostimony  while  eommenUoff  upon  this  bill,  to  tli 
vigilance,  the  activity,  and  the  batiDeataoUf  ibe 
distinguished  Secretary  at  the  head  of  that  Depart- 
ment.' 

And  he  added,  speaking  of  the  clerks  in  the 

State  Department,  that — 

**  They  have  diaoharg ed  their  duties  honoitly  ud 
fidthftilly." 

And  I  venture  to  say  that  as  mock  migbi 
be  said  for  each  one  of  the  Secretaries  and 
their  several  Departments.  If  I  might  b. 
allowed  to  make  a  suggestioQ  to  my  friend 
from  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  o: 
Appropriations,  I  would  advise  that  some  od« 
of  our  Democratic  friends  have  charge  of  ibe 
appropriation  bills  hereafter,  so  that  they  mj 
be  brought  into  close  contact  with  the  biu; 
ness  and  operations  of  the  several  Depart 
ments,  when  the  tA>wer  of  truth  will  consiraiK 
them  to  bear  testimony  to  the  efficiency  ud 
purity  with  which  each  one  of  them  is  admiQ- 
istered.  Sir,  the  civil  service  will  bear  exam 
i nation,  and  wherever  the  President  or  his 
Secretaries  come  directly  in  contact  with  it. 
the  more  it  is  examined  the  higher  estimstc 
we  shall  form  of  it,  and  the  more  thorooghlj 
shall  we  be  eonvinced  that  indiscrimioste 
charges  of  corruption  are  but  groaodlen  cal- 
umnies arising  from  official  hopes  overthrovn 
and  transformed  into  rampant  malice,  or  from 
the  presumed  necessities  of  political  and  party 
success. 

The  other  day,  when  the  bill  for  the  deaj- 
nation  of  the  clerks  to  the  committeee  of  the 
House  was  being  considered,  the  gentleDtn 
from  New  York  [Mr.  WoodI  made  a  state- 
ment which  I  ouote  from  the  Globe.  I  nw^ 
the  quotation  urom  his  speech  beeaose  it  u  * 
eoadensation  of  the  charges  that  utmi 
abroad  daily  by  the  Opposition  press aod  Oppo- 
sition speakers.  It  m  the  aliment  with  vbicb 
the  people  are  sought  to  be  fed.  It  is  the  f^^ 
political  dustolond  with  which  it  is  hoped  tbe 
people  mi^  be  blinded. 

I  read  as  follows : 

**  I  do  not  bolievo  that  the  poople  of  tlii>j;>S^ 
will  bo aaUBBod and  oontonUd  that.tkt Coosrev" 
the  Unitod  States  shall  thus  triBo  with  eo  fT^^.?^ 
Important  a  question  as  is  now  aritattnc  t^].J^ 
mind.  I  believe  that  tbo  pnblie  attenuon  »  dvto^ 
throashout  the  lout th  and  broadtb  of  tki«  Uo<i.  ^ 
this  sroat  Quesaon  of  offioial  oormptioa.  i  oo " 
believe  that  when  our  whole  executi»odeparUDrtJ| 
the  wholo  range  of  the  pablio  sorvioe.  •owm^^ 
oorniptiea.  with  proflioaoy.  waste,  •»«  "'^TJjTnot 
.whioh  has  attraeted  the  pu^ilio  atteoupa.  sad  u  i^- 
afitating  the  public  mind  Ul  over  the  laiMLu»P«^. 

pie  of  the  oonatry  wUI  beeoatent  with  nnpir  on 
£g  us  kfislate  apea  a  sahiMt  so  tnflutfaad  of  locA 
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comparatiTely  tmallimporUnoe  as  that  Involred  in 
the  bill  under  eoDsideration. 

"  Sir.  whj  is  this  7   Why  is  it  that  the  mind  of  the 
American  people  is  to-day  centered  upon  one  great 

Jaestion  ?  It  is  because,  throughout  ail  our  pnblio 
epartments.  national.  State,  and  munieipai.  there 
is  a  general  state  of  demoralisation ;  that.  Judging 
the  American  people  by  their  Qovernment^  and  the 
American  Union  for  what  is  said  of  our  public  offi- 
cials, we  h  aye  sunk  low  indeed." 

Here  is  a  general  charge  of  corruption 
tbroughoui  "  the  whole  range  of  the  public 
service.''  These  charges,  indefinite  and  nn- 
Bupported  as  they  are,  now  form  the  entire 
political  stock  in  trade  of  the  Opposition  to 
the  Republican  par^.  A  few  days  ago  I  heard 
a  distinguished  and  eloquent  gentleman,  not  a 
member  of  this  House,  say  with  an  earnestness 
which  indicated  his  belief  that  there  was  much 
force  in  the  remark,  that  ^Mgnoring  elnrges 
does  not  remove  them."  The  remark  is  true, 
but  not  very  forcible ;  but  it  is  both  true  and 
forcible  to  say  that  making  charges  does  not 
prove  them.  Let  us  see  this  ^^  corruption," 
*' profligacy,"  '^  waste,"  and  ''extravagance" 
with  which  the  whole  civil  service  *'  teems ; " 
point  it  out ;  let  us  see  jnst  where  it  exists ; 
show  it  to  us.  in  the  State  Department,  for 
instance,  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land  pays  so  high  and  merited  a  tribute. 

You  have  a  committee  on  the  expenditures 
in  each  one  of  the  Departments.  There  are 
two  or  three  Democrats  on  each  of  those  com- 
mittees ;  and  they  were  ordered  by  this  House 
in  the  first  week  ef  the  session  to  make  a  thor- 
uagh  investigation  of  all  the  operations  of  the 
seyeral  Departments.  Let  them  exhibit  the 
waste,  and  we  will  stop  the  leak ;  hit  them 
uncover  the  profligacy,  and  we  will  expose  it 
to  the  condemnation  of  mankind ;  let  them 
unearth  the  eorroption,  and  we  will  cleanse 
and  disinfect  ivs  habitations.  Hold  up  the 
cermptton  to  the  gaze  of  men,  and  we  will  be 
foremost  to  assist  yon  to  scourge  it  from  the 
temple;  but  until  you  can  show  that  the 
former  days  were  better  than  these,  that  there 
is  indeed  degeneracy,  that  corruption,  waste, 
and  extravagance  do  prevail,  let  there  be 
sfleoce  at  least  "for  the  space  of  half  an 
honr." 

Very  forcibly  and'  tety  truly  the  distin- 
gvisb^  gentleman  says  that,  judging  the 
American  Unten  by  '^what  is  said  of  our 
nablio  officials,  we  have  sunk  low  indeed." 
By  **  what  is  said"  of  tbem !  Is  that  the  way 
ta  judge  meft?  Is  the  gentYeman  from  New 
York  ready  to  come  to  this  standard  7  Can 
he  abide  this*  test  and  take  the  oath  required 
of  kim  when  he  becomes  a  member  of  this 
H«uee?  No,  sir.  We  judge  men  by  their  acts 
The  people  will  judge  the  present  Adminis- 
trttti^on  and  its  appointeSs  by  their  acts,  and 
not  by  what  political  partisaiifr  sa^  of  tbem. 
Why,  sir,  I  could  impeach  the  Deity  himself 
of  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  to  judse 
by  tbis  standard.  SataH  said  of  Him,  "He 
holds  the  tyranny  of  heaven." 

It  is  natural  for  us  to  be  influenced  some- 
what by  our  rm mediate  surroundings,  and  to 
judge  the  rest  of  the  worM  by  that  which  is 
nearest  to  us.    The  man  who  lives  in  a  strong 
Oemocratic  locality  readily  concludes  that  the 
country  fS'  going  Democratic  at  the  next  elec- 
tion.    The  Chinaman  thinks  the  best  civiliza- 
lion  on  earth  exists  inside  the  Chinese   wall. 
1*he  Mormpn  listens  to  a  sermoti  by  Orson 
Pratt;  ana  Verily  believes  that  Mormonism  is 
the  httle  stone  hewn  out  of  the  mountain, 
t  hat  is  to  break  in  pieces  all  the  kingdoms  of 
t  He  earth.    And  he  Who  diTells  under  the  bale- 
i'lxl  shadow  of  Tammany;  who  has  for  years 
i  ooked  with  unavertedeye  on  its  hideous  (juad- 
mpedal  image;  who  has  seen  it  reach  out  its 
}j  ubdred  hands  and  steal  its  scores  of  millions ; 
vrho  has  witnessed  its  mighty  "corruption, 
j>x-ofligacy,  waste,  and  extravagance,"   until 
the  iron  may  have  entered  bis    own  soul, 
fiy  possibly  have  become  afflicted   with  a 
ntal  hallueination  which  carries  the  image 
f  the  '*  Boss  "  evermore  about  with  him,  and 


compels  him  to  see  the  hideous  form  wherever 
he  may  look ;  and  therefore  I  excuse  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  for  repeating  these 
groundless  charges. 

Why,  sir,  if  these  allegations  were  true, 
does  any  sane  man  believe  that  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  would  present  to  the  American 
people  the  humiliating  spectacle  it  does  to- 
aay,  stealing  our  principles  and  begging  us  to 
loan  it  a  candidate?  Make  good  your  charges, 
and  the  fire  of  the  people's  indignation  will 
burn  to  the  bottom  of  the  deepest  corruption. 
You  will  have  no  need  to  come  to  us  for  a 
candidate,  or  for  your  principles,  as  you  did 
in  Connecticut;  but  you  .can  move  to  victory 
under  your  own  trusted  leaders,  who  from 
Nebo's  top  have  been  gazing  over  into  the 
*  *  promised  land  * '  for, '  *  lo,  these  many  years. ' ' 
But  let  me  warn  you  that,  having  failed  to  sub- 
stantiate your  charj^s,  the  hot  anger  of  the 
people  will  bum  against  you.  They  will  rec- 
ognize our  principles  in  your  hands  as  stolen 
goods ;  and  if  we  loan  you  a  candidate,  he  will 
return  to  us  haggard  and  unkempt,  tattered 
and  battered  and  bruised ;  his  stomach  filled 
only  with  such  husks  as  the  swine  might  eat ; 
hungry  for  light  and  warmth  and  truth. 

I  ask  for  specific,  instead  of  these  general 
charges,  and  i  shall  perhaps  be  pointed  to  the 
late  defalcations  in  the  Treasnry,  and  to  the 
New  S'ork  custom-house.  And  for  these  let 
us  see  how  much  blame  is  to  be  attached  to 
the  present  Administration.  The  delinquents 
in  the  Treasury  were  not  President  Grant's 
appointees.  His  administration  found  them 
iu  their  places  when  it  came  into  poWer,  To 
all  outward  seeming  they  were  carefully  at- 
tending to  their  duties,  and  the  Administration 
could  not  know  that  they  were  corrupt.  Yet 
they  were  exposed,  and  how?  Not  by  out- 
siders, but  by  the  Treasury  officialis.  The 
stern  hand  of  justice  was  lifted  at  once;  it 
has  fallen  upon  theqei  with  crushing  force.  A 
long  imprisonment  is  added  to  a  heavy  fine, 
and  they  are  now  undergoing  the  punishment. 
But  the  custom-house  1  Very  well,  let  us 
probe  that  tumor  on  our  civil  service.  No 
doubt  corrupt  and  illicit  practices  have  existed 
there.  But  these  practices  are  more  than 
three  years  of  age.  They  have  existed  many 
years.  All  parties  have  permitted  them  to 
exist.  They  have  continued  through  four  Ad- 
ministrations at  least;  and  at  last  a  strong 
hand  is  laid  upon  them,  and  they  are  about  to 
be  plucked  up  by  the  roots. 

And  now,  as  soon  as  these  evils  are  touched ; 
as  soon  as  there  i^  an  earnest  effort  made  to 
remove  them,  the  responsibility  for  their  exist- 
ence is  charged  on  tue  Administration  that  is 
cutting  thorn  out.  You  say,  ferret  out  the 
abuses ;  it  is  the  road  to  reform.  That  is  true, 
and  the  Administration  is  treading  this  path- 
way of  reform  firmly,  persistently,  and  contin- 
uously. Severer  tests  are  applied  than  ever 
before,  so  that  it  is  well-nigh  impossible  for 
tb%  guilty  to  escape  exposure.  Surely  this  is 
commendable ;  it  is  following  the  line  of  duty ; 
it  leads  straight  to  purificaiiou,  and  yet,  as 
soon  as  a  fraud  or  a  defalcation  is  found  and 
exposed,  and  the  guilty  one  arrested  and 
brought  to  punishment,  our  ears  are  assailed 
with  lusty  cries  of  '^corruption  of  public  ofiS* 
cials,"  as  though  the  prosecutors  were  the  crim- 
inals. The  Administration  might  escape  the 
censure  by  concealing  the  frauds,  but  it  follows 
the  guilty  with  relentless  and  unsparing  hand, 
and  then  it  is  censured  because  it  has  doae 
just  what  everybody  demands  it  shall  do.  You 
say,  *^Hunt  out  the  rascals  from  your  sixty 
thousand  employes,  purify  the  pnblio  ser- 
viee;"  and  then  as  soon  as  one  ie  found  and 
e^osed  you  all  cry  in  chorus,  '*0b,  what  & 
fearfully  eorrnpt  Admisistration."  When  a 
surgeon  removes  a  dangerous  tumor  do  you 
punish  him  for  its  existence  aad  growth  ?  Do 
you  put  a  deteetive  oa  Uie  tsaek  of  a  criminal 
and  when  he  has  restored  to  you  your  prop- 
erty, and  brought  the  thief  to  justice,  do  you  1 


curse  him  for  his  work?  How  many  crimes 
would  be  unearthed  if  we  laid  the  crimes  at 
the  doors  of  those  who  unearth  them  ? 

A  distinguished  gentleman,  not  a  member  of 
this  House,  has  been  very  sharply  and  harshly 
criticised  for  the  expression  of  the  opinion  that 
onr  civil  service  is  the  best  in  the  world,  and 
the  country  has  been  assured  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  the  worst  in  the  world.  It  is  suscep- 
tible of  proof  that  the  latter  expression  is  not 
true,  ana  if  we  may  judge  by  some  of  the  lead- 
ing nations  of  Europe,  the  former  expression 
is  much  more  nearly  correct.  At  any  rate  if 
our  civil  service  is  not  the  "  best  in  the  world," 
it  is  far  better  in  economy  of  collection  oft&e 
revenues  than  any  country  of  Europe  whose 
figures  I  have  been  able  to  obtain. 

The  Almanack  de  Gotha  for  1872,  the  very 
highest  authority,  gives  the  following  as  the 
cost  of  collecting  the  revenue  in  the  countries 
named  during  their  last  fiscal  year: 

France— Revenue,  3.193,938,492  francs;  cost  of  col- 
lection, 229,492,255  francs;  about  seven  per  cent,  of 

OOHt. 

Rosiia— Revenue,  450,000,000  ronbles;  cost  of  cwl- 
lection.  50,000,000  roubles ;  about  eleven  par  oeaL  of 
cost. 

Italr—Reveaue,  1,400,000,000  lire;  cost  of  Collec- 
tion, 165(000.000  lire;  about  twelve  »er  tenU  of  cost. 

Great  Britain— Revenue.  jft7U,000.60O ;  coat  of  col- 
lection, £5,300,000;  about  seven  and  a  half  per  cent. 
of  cost. 

Germany  is  not  9tven. 

The  United  8utee  stands  tbosi  reveaoe  eolleeted 
during  last  fiscal  year,  $383.323Ld44;  cost  of  collec- 
tion, fI9,284,920;  percentage  of  cost  about  five  p^r 
cent. 

In  the  face  of  these  fignres  H  is  not  becom- 
ing to  say  that  our  civil  service  is  the  worst 
in  the  world;  or  that  profligacy,  waste,  and 
extravagance  characterize  et^ry  department 
of  the  Government.  If  we  compare  ottr  civil 
service  with  that  of  other  countries,  the  ex- 
hibit is  most  favorable  to  us,  and  \t  we  com- 
pare its  present  condition  with  its  condition 
under  former  Administrations^  we  shall  find 
that  there  has  been  more  reform  introduced 
than  durinff  any  other  three  years  of  our 
history.  The  Administration  has  faithfully 
sought  for  abuses,  has  exposed  and  brought  to 
justice  corrupt  officials  and  violators  of  the 
law,  and  has  introduced  greater  efficiency  and 
closer  economy  into  everv  branch  of  depart- 
mental business.  Official  integrity  has  been 
elevated  by  weeding  out  with  unyielding  sever- 
ity those  who  have  proven  to  be  corrupt. 
True,  there  is  an  occasional  delinquent,  and 
whenever  one  is  discovered  the  attention  of 
the  country  is  zealously  called  to  the  fact  that 
there  is  corruption  in  the  public  service,  while 
we  are  supposed  to  overlook  the  more  import- 
ant fact  that  theAdministration  itself  exposed 
the  faithless  officials. 

Since  the  4th  day  of  March,  1869,  the  total 
loss  of  public  funds  through  defalcation  or 
embezzlement  is  $1,262,9G3,  and  of  IhiSsuraa 
portion  will  probably  be  recovered  on  the  offi- 
cial bonds.  Under  the  Presidency  of  Andrew 
Johnson  there  were  two  defalcations,  which 
alone  nearly  equaled  this  amount :  Whitaker 
and  May  in  1867,  $850,000;  Steadman,  in  first 
Louisiana  district,  $212,336. 

It  should  also  be  remembered  that  of  the 
defalcations  which  have  occurred  during  the 
last  three  years,  nearly  all  have  been  the  oases 
of  persons  appointed  under  previous  Adminis- 
trations; and  all  that  the  present  Adminis- 
tration can  be  held  responsible  for,  is  the 
exposure,  arrest,  and  punishment  of  the  guilty. 
The  total  number  of  those  guilty  of  official 
misconduct  during  the  last  three  years  was, 
on  the  4th  of  March  last,  202.  Of  thesO  but 
thirty-nine  were  appointees  of  the  present 
Administration.  One  hundred  and  thirty-seven 
were  appointed  under  Johnson's  administra- 
tion, ana  the  few  remaining  are  to  be  divided 
between  Buchanan  and  Lincoln,  and  the  Army 
and  Navy ;  the  whole  amount  of  the  defalca- 
tions of  the  thirtv-nine  being  but  little  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars. 

The  receipts  of  the  Government  for  the  three 
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years  of  this  AdmiDistration  are  $1^166,628, 169; 
the  expenditures  have  beea  $994,697,026 :  the 
losses  (part  of  which  may  be  recovered)  have 
been  $1,262,963.  Thus,  if  we  hold  the  pres- 
ent Administration  responsible  for  the  ap- 
pointees of  Buchanan,  Lincoln,  and  Johnson, 
as  well  as  its  own,  we  find  that  in  all  the  vast 
money  transactions  of  the  Government  the 
losses  by  official  delinquency  have  been  barely 
one  sixteenth  of  one  per  cent.^  but  if  we  limit 
the  responsibility  of  the  Administration  to  its 
own  appointees,  our  condemnation  can  go 
only  to  the  extent  of  one  eightieth  of  one  pw 
cent.  I  hold  up  the  record  and  challenge  in- 
vestigation. The  facts  are  a  shield  against 
which  charges  of  profligacy,  waste,  and  ex- 
travagance will  fall  harmless.  The  last  forty 
years  of  our  history  cannot  furnish  a  parallel 
to  this  grand  exhibit  in  official  integrity,  and  in 
the  insignificance  of  the  losses  as  compared 
with  the  total  amount  collected. 

I  have  said  cnoueh  to  show  that  our  civil 
service  is  not  so  bad  out  that  it  might  be  worse* 
immeasurably  worse  than  it  is ;  and  I  will  now 
add  that  it  is  not  so  ^od  but  that  it  may  be 
made  better  than  it  is.  Few  will  deny  that 
there  are  evils  inherent  in  the  system  as  at 
present  constituted  which  ought  to  be  reme- 
died, even  if  to  effect  a  cure  a  total  change 
must  be  wrought  in  the  manner  of  making 
appointments.  We  acknowledge  that  there 
are  evils  in  our  present  system,  and  yet  we  fear 
to  step  out  from  it  lest  we  fall  into  worse  evils ; 
and  we  think,  or  act  as  though  we  would — 

"Rather  bear  those  ills  we  have, 
Than  fly  to  others  that  we  know  not  of." 

Such  a  course  will  effectually  check  all 
progress  or  improvement.  Evils  exist,  so 
much  we  all  acknowledge ;  but  shall  we  ad- 
mit that  we  are  powerless  before  those  evils  7 
This  is  a  plea  of  weakness  that  does  not  be- 
come us  as  men  or  statesmen.  It  is  possible 
that  first  efforts  at  reform  may  be  imperfect ; 
but  because  we  cannot  frame  a  perfect  system 
at  once,  shall  we  therefore  do  nothing?  fiy 
experiment  we  shall  learn,  and  if  a  course  of 
improvement  is  once  begun  we  can  see  and 
eliminate  the  evils  as  they  occur,  until  we  have 
developed  a  system  as  nearly  perfect  as  the 
ingenuity  of  man  will  permit.  Wherever  there 
is  room  for  improvement,  there  improvement 
should  be  introduced;  and  we  should  not 
shrink  from  the  work  because  of  fears  that  we 
shall  not  devise  a  better  plan. 

One  of  the  evils  of  the  present  system  of 
making  appointments  is  its  robbery  from  offi- 
cers of  the  executive  and  legislative  branches 
of  the  Government  of  a  large  portion  of  their 
time,  which  could  be  more  profitably  applied 
to  the  discharge  of  other  and  more  important 
duties.  At  the  incoming  of  an  administration 
every  Cabinet  officer,  together  with  the  Pres- 
ident, is  literally  overwhelmed  with  applica- 
tions for  office.  At  the  very  moment  when 
he  ought  to  be  entirely  free  to  examine  care- 
fully and  critically  the  operations  of  his  posi- 
tion, when  he  would  naturally  desire  to  under- 
stand the  nature  of  the  different  subordinate 
posiUons  to  be  filled,  and  the  characteristics 
and  capacity  requisite  to  the  proper  discharge 
of  the  duties  pertaining  to  the  various  office, 
his  whole  time  must  be  given  up  to  interviews 
and  with  applicants,  to  the  examination  of 
papers,  ana  the  filling  of  offices  about  which 
ne  knows  little,  while  he  knows  less  about  the 
persons  whom  he  is  expected  to  appoint.  He 
IS  obliged  to  commence  at  the  wrong  end  of 
his  work.  He  must  employ  his  men  before 
he  knows  the  kind  of  work  to  be  done,  and  it 
must  needs  be  that  mistakes  are  made,  and 
he  finds  after  awhile  that  some  of  his  ap- 
pointees are  totally  unfit  for  the  work  to  which 
he  has  assigned  them.  He  has  toiled  night 
and  day,  he  has  worked  like  a  slave,  but  when 
he  gets  back  to  the  other  end  of  his  work,  and 
learns  what  he  ought  to  have  learned  at  first, 
he  finds  that  much  of  what  he  has  done  must 
be  done  over  again,  or  else  the  public  service 


suffers.  It  has  already  suffered  from  his  own 
loss  of  time,  and  now  it  still  further  suffers  by 
a  still  further  abstraction  of  time  from  his 
legitimate  duties. 

At  an  early  period  of  our  history,  when 
there  were  but  a  few  hundred  appointments  to 
be  made,  the  burden  was  comparatively  light, 
and  little  time  was  consumed ;  but  now,  when 
the  appointments  number  scores  of  thousands, 
there  ought  to  be  some  method  devised  by 
which  the  desiguation  of  appointees  may  not 
involve  so  large  a  portion  of  the  time  of  the 
President  ana  heiMS  of  Departments;  and, 
by  a  custom  which  has  grown  out  of  the  neces- 
sities of  the  systein,  a  large  portion  of  the 
time  of  members  of  Congress  is  consumed 
in  the  same  way.  At  the  beginning  of  an 
Administration  a  member  has  time  for  scarcely 
anything  else,  and  from  that  time  on  not  a 
week  passes,  scarcely  a  day,  that  some  por- 
tion of  his  time  is  not  occupied  in  the  often 
vain  attempt  to  get  a  position  for  a  constitu- 
ent. I  do  not  complain  of  the  work,  and  so 
long  as  the  system  lasts  I  will  strive  earnestly 
for  my  share,  and  do  all  I  can  for  those  who 
apply  to  me;  but  every  candid  man  must 
admit  that  if  the  time  thus  spent  were  applied 
to  the  study  of  public  questions  involved  in 
the  legislation  of  Congress,  the  public  service 
would  be  largely  the  gainer.  It  may  be  said 
that  there  is  time  enough  for  all,  and  this  is 
only  the  plea  of  idleness ;  but  I  have  only  to  say 
that,  after  working  sixteen  hours  a  day,  I  am 
not  in  the  mood  to  work  much  longer  to  make 
up  for  time  which  I  have  consumed  in  visits 
to  the  Departments. 

Will  the  proposed  change  in  the  manner  of 
makiuff  appointments  remove  wholly,  or  in 

Eart,  this  immense  burden?  If  it  will,  then 
ere  is  an  argument  for  its  adoption,  or  at 
least  for  giving  to  the  President  every  facility 
to  make  Sie  experimental  change  proposed  by 
the  civil  service  commission. 

Another  evil  which  attaches  to  our  present 
civil  service  system  is  that  it  leaves  open  a 
door  for  corruption  to  enter.  I  do  not  say 
that  corruption  actually  does  enter,  except  in 
isolated  cases,  but  the  opportunity  is  afforded, 
and  because  the  system  is  liable  to  abuse  it  is 
assumed  that  the  abuses  exist  Not  long  since 
I  saw  this  statement  in  a  reputable  and  influ- 
ential journal  of  extensive  circulation : 

"The  people  fre  tired  of  having  appolntmenta 
bought  and  sold,  and  they  moBt  not  be  tricked  out 
of  their  wish  by  politiolans  in  Congress." 

The  sentence  conveys  an  unjust  aspersion ; 
but  it  also  reflects,  to  a  large  extent,  the  popu- 
lar belief;  and  such  an  opinion,  gaining  cre- 
dence from  an  occasional  instance  of  corrup- 
tion, is  in  the  highest  degree  demoralizing. 
So  long  as  the  means  of  evil  exist  there  are  those 
who  will  believe  that  the  means  are  used.  I 
would  remove  every  chance  for  suspicion.  We 
are  assured  that  ''patronage  will  not  give  up 
its  privilege  of  appointing  ignorance,' '  falsely 
assuming  that  only^  ignorance  and  consequent 
inefficiency  is  appointed.  The  men  who  man- 
age the  service  are  better  than  the  system 
through  which  they  act,  and  hence,  while  the 
&cts  uo  not  justify  the  assumption,  the  system 
rendering  such  a  condition  of  things  possible, 
it  is  assumed  that  w'hat  might  be,  actually  is. 
It  would  be  better  to  adopt  a  system  wherein 
no  such  suspicion  could  possibly  arise. 

A  prominent  western  journal  recently  said : 

"  The  civil  service  reformers,  after  six  years  of  agi- 
tation, have  gathered  considerable  strength,  and 
faave  made  an  armed  reoonaoissanee.  The  move- 
ment has  developed  an  enemy,  intrenched  and  in 
considerable  force,  in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  in 
the  Departments,  and  among  professed  politicians. 
That  enemy  is  not  found  in  any  one  man.  or  set  of 
men,  so  much  as  in  the  desire  to  boy  and  sell  office 
for  political  services.  Whoever  becomes  tainted 
with  this  itching  to  make  merchandise  of  the  piA- 
lic  offices,  whether  as  vendor  or  purchaser,  may  be 
counted  on  as  instinctively  a  foe  to  civil  servioe 
reform.  Every  man  who  wants  to  get  an  office,  for 
which  he  is  unwilling  to  contend  on  the  ground  of 
fltaess.  but  demands  as  pay  for  political  servioea. 
and  every  man  who  desires  to  give  the  office  to  him 
without  ninderance,  as  a  means  of  compensating  for 


political  aervioes.  are  alike  against  ctvU  Mrrkt 
reform." 

Here  we  find  the  bold  assertion  that  'office 
are  bought  and  sold  for  political  serricej. 
that  men  make  "merchandise  of  the  pnhb 
offices.''  These  charges,  and  all  of  like cb: 
acter,  grow  out  of  the  possibilities  of  tbe  sys- 
tem, it  is  possible  for  criminal  practices  to 
exist;  hence  they  do  exist  Hence  eTerymc 
who  becomes  an.  officer,  with  a  share  of  the 
patronage  in  his  control,  stakes  bis  repat&iior. 
and,  though  pure  as  an  icicle,  is  liable  to  bt 
come  the  scape-^oat  for  the  sins  of  a  lysteo 
whose  construction  is  such  as  to  render  bia 
an  object  of  suspicion.  And  herein  exist  tb*^ 
necessity  and  stern  reason  for  a  change.  Not, 
as  is  so  loosely  assumed,  that  inefficiency  t&d 
dishonesty  readily  find  place,  bat  becaose  titf 
system  tends  to  give  every  man  coDoecti^ 
with  it  a  general  reputation  for  dishonesty  in: 
corruption.  It  may  be  reasonably  doubted 
that  a  system  of  competitive  exsmioatioB, 
or  of  election  by  the  people,  will  patgreti«r 
efficiency  or  honesty  mto  the  public  serric^ 
than  we  have  now ;  but  either  will  protect  iki 
officers  of  the  Government  against  tbe  wp'. 
suspicions  and  foul  aspersions  of  which  the; 
are  now  the  victims ;  and  not  only  the  poblic 
service,  but  the  community  at  large  iiU  bt 
benefited  by  the  change. 

Another  evil  of  our  present  system  iithaiii 
paralyzes  the  strength  and  is  often  fatal  to  tii« 
officer  who  is  obliged  to  make  or  reooameci 
appointments.  It  is  nonsense  to  ipeak  of  Ut^ 
*  *  power  of  the  patronage. "  It  weakens  e? vj 
man  that  touches  it.  It  is  a  power  only  'v^ 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  and  enemiei  thr 
distributor  of  the  patronage  is  sure  to  hire 
He  cannot  procure  the  appointment  of  a  frie&c 
no  matter  now  suitable  for  the  place,  viib.;c. 
alienating  more  than  one ;  and  tbe  aggrepir 
of  opposition  to  him  is  swelled  by  every  tp 
pointment  he  m^es.  No  one  who  was  bert 
three  years  ago  will  ever  forget  the  scenet  tbi: 
were  enacted  daily  around  this  Hall,  at  t^ 
President's  House,  and  at  the  several  Depin 
ment  offices.  The  hotels  were  crowded  tw 
those  who  sought  the  opportunity  to  *«*« 
their  country.  They  jostled  each  other  od 
the  wide  thoroughfares  of  the  capiul:  the? 
swarmed  like  bees  about  every  omcer  vboie 
favor  they  wished  or  whose  **  influence''  ^! 
sought.  Day  and  night  for  weeks  tbey  rtrof- 
together  for  each  distinct  prize.  For  eren 
office  worth  the  seeking  there  were  at  leaiis 
score  of  applicants,  and  of  coarse  nosi  o: 
them  drew  blanks  in  this  lottery;  tndtii«&. 
sick  and  sad  at  heart,  bankrapt  in  ponei»< 
self-respect,  they  departed,  and  gbookoB  ts' 
dust  of  their  feet  against  the  Administrstioii 
The  Senate  began  to  hold  executive  session 
to  confirm  the  nominations,  and  a  ''svesnog 
train  departed  from  the  city  every  evam 
Many  of  those  men  have  nursed  their  viatti 
this  day,  and  will  carry  it  into  the  Cincmiai' 
convention.  Hostilities  were  begun  m  tj* 
first  month  of  the  Administration,  m  ^* 
patronage  was  the  cause  of  the  war. 

The  appointments    make  enemies  w^ 
appointing  power,  and  those  appointed,  thoBfJ 
worthy  and  well  disposed,  can  do  but  m^^ 
counteract  the  evil.    If  they  attempt  v)^ 
the  very  fact  of  being  officeholder*,  to  i^ 
extent,  dissipates  their  influence.   Ij^  is  uc 
doubtedly  true  thatan  AdministratJbndepena 
ing  for  strength  upon  its  own  appo«»\««  "•^ 
built  on  the  sand.     An  Administration,  o^ 
a  party,  or  an  officer,  is  strong  only  * 
rooted  and  grounded  in  the  confidence  Oi 
people.    The  occupants  of  tbe  omcM  ar«_ 
and  cannot  be  a  shield  when  the  storau  &»• 
and  the  floods  come.    Johnson  reliw  ci^ 
them  and  sank  out  of  sight;  tbepeop.^ 
with  Grant,  and  the  biUows  wiU  not  pws"«^ 
him.  -J 

The  patronage  is  especially  injurious  to  m^ 
bers  of  Congress.   That  they  have  no  patroB"* 
is  the  one  thing  that  reconciles  our  frien«  - 
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the  Other  side  of  thia  Chamber  to  their  posi- 
tion. HaviDg  Qo  patroDEge,  they  are  returned 
here  term  after  term,  and  acquire  experi- 
ence, power,  and  influence*  At  the  opening 
of  the  Forty-Second  Congress  nearly  one  half 
of  those  who  came  into  these  seats  were  new 
to  the  position.  Their  predecessors  had  to 
pass  through  that  terrible  ordeal  at  the  be- 
ginniDg  of  the  Administration,  and  animos- 
ities were  engendered  which  were  fatal  to  the 
hopes  of  many  who  were  compelled  by  an 
unfortunate  castom  to  assist  in  dispensing 
the  patronage. 

There  are  other  evils  connected  with  the 
system  which  I  have  not  time  even  to  name. 
Ibey  suggest  themselves  to  any  who  have  aught 
to  do  with  the  appointments,  most  of  which, 
in  my  opinion,  would  be  removed  by  provid- 
ing for  a  fixed  term  of  office,  and  so  arranged 
that  the  office  should  not  terminate  at  the  be- 
ginning of  an  Administration.  For  the  local 
offices  scattered  all  over  the  country  there  are 
many  sound  reasons  why  they  should  be  elect- 
ive, as  proposed  and  forcibW  argued  by  the 
gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  mcCbabt.]  This 
conrse  would  remove  the  very  evils  I  have 
enumerated ,  and  is  wholly  practicable,  which 
cannot,  I  think,  be  said  for  the  scheme  pre- 
sented by  the  civil  service  commissioners,  so 
far  as  it  is  proposed  to  apply  it  beyond  places 
where  large  numbers  of  employes  are  brought 
together. 

X  might  criticise  the  plan  of  the  commission, 
but  I  am  not  disposed  to  do  so  now.  The 
test  of  trial  will  develop  its  faults,  and  it  will 
be  open  to  improvement.  At  best,  we  can 
only  theorize  about  it  at  present.  Let  it  have 
a  fair  trial,  and  it  may  put  us  on  the  road  to 
reform.  I  do  not  expect  satisfactorv  results 
immediately,  but  I  am  not  willing,  therefore, 
to  give  up  the  task  as  hopeless.  If  the  plan 
of  the  civil  service  commission  be  brought  to 
the  touch-stone  of  actual  trial,  its  errors  will 
be  exposed,  and  the  proper  remedy  can  be 
applied. 

An  earnest  effort  to  promote  public  virtue 
will  not  be  lost  labor.  A  good  name  is  bet- 
ter than  riches  for  men  or  nations.  We  have 
had  a  wondrous  growth  in  extent  and  power 
and  material  resources ;  but  we  should  seek 
a  higher  eminence  than  these  can  give  us. 
We  should  seek  to  embody  the  real  national 
grandeur  fitly  spoken  of  by  Milton : 

'*AoommonweaIth  ought  to  be  but  as  one  huse 
Christian  personage,  one  mighty  growth  and  stature 
of  an  honest  man.  as  big  ana  eompaet  in  virtue  as 
in  body." 

WAB  CLAIMB  09  THX  BOBDXR  8TATB3. 

Mr.  B.  F.  MEYERS.  Mr.  Speaker,  during 
the  early  part  of  the  present  session  of  Con- 

Sreas  a  bill  was  introduced  in  the  House  by 
le  gentleman  from  Maryland  [Mr.  RitghibJ 
providing  for  '*  the  ascertainment  and  exam- 
ination of  claims  for  compensation  for  the 
use  and  destruction  of  private  property  by  the 
United  States  Army  during  the  late  war  for 
the  preservation  of  the  Union  in  the  States 
not  proclaimed  in  insurrection  against  the 
United  States,"  and  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  to  appoint  a  board  of  commis- 
sioners whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  receive, 
examine,  and  consider  the  justice  and  validity 
of  such  claims. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  passage  of  this  bill.    It  is  but  the  initial 
measure  of  that  just  legislation  which  the  peo- 
ple of  the  adhering  States,  whose  property  was 
destroyed  during  the  war  of  the  rebellion, 
hawe   80  long  but  so  vainly  expected  at  the 
hands  of  Congress.  Though  modest  in  purpose 
and   limited  in  scope,  its  passaee  would  be 
regarded  as  an  earnest  that  the  Pederal  au- 
thority recognizes  and  means  to  discharge  to 
the  eaten t  of  its  power  its  duty  of  protection 
to  the  citizen,  as  well  by  indemnity  for  injuries 
to  priTate  property  resulting  from  domestic 
violence  too  powerful  to  be  suppressed  by 
indiwidoal  States,  as  by  compensation  for  such 


injuries  inflicted  directly  by  the  acts  of  its 
own  agents.  The  bill,  indeed,  is  not  snffi- 
ciently  comprehensive.  It  fails  to  provide  for 
the  ascertainment  of  losses  sustained  by  citi- 
zens of  the  adhering  States  through  the  seiz- 
ure and  destruction  of  property  in  such  States 
by  the  insurrectionary  armies^  In  this  respect 
it  should  be  amended.  But  it  will  do  for  a 
beginning.  It  will  serve  as  a  pioneer  to  clear 
the  way  for  measures  approaching  more  nearly 
that  adequate  |n8tice  sought  and  expected  by 
those  who  ask  its  passage. 

While  it  is  true  that  the  citizen  owes  fealty 
to  the  Government  of  which  he  is  Uie  subject, 
the  converse  of  the  proposition  is  equally  true 
that  the  Government  owes  protection  lo  the 
sul^ect.  These  mutual  and  reciprocal  obliga- 
tions of  the  governor  and  the  governed  lie  at 
the  foundation  of  our  polity.  The  very  object 
of  the  formation  of  the  Federal  system  was  at 
the  same  time  to  draw  the  people  of  the  States 
into  a  closer  union ,  and  to  enable  and  require 
the  General  Government  to  defend  them  against 
foreign  aggression  and  internal  disorder.  The 
preamble  to  the  Constitution  declares  that — 

"  We.  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  Union,  establish  justice,  insure 
domestic  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fense, promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the 
blessiniPB  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity, 
do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution.'' 

It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  the  Government 
created  by  this  Constitution  is  obliged  to  main- 
tain domestic  tranquillity  and  provide  for  the 
common  defense ;  and  it  logically  follows  that 
the  whole  people  of  all  the  States  are  equally 
bound  to  sustain  it  in  the  discharge  of  this 
duty.  There  can  be  no  partiality  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  this  burden.  There  can  be  no 
inequality  as  to  the  responsibilitv  of  the  States 
or  the  people  in  this  behalf.     This  rule  of  im- 

gartiality  and  equality  to  be  applied  to  the 
tates  and  people  by  the  General  Government 
in  drawing  upon  their  resources  for  the  pres- 
ervation of  domestic  tranquillity  and  in  pro- 
viding for  the  common  de&nse  is  not  connned 
to  the  raising  of  armies  and  the  levying  of 
taxes  for  their  support.  It  has  a  broader  and 
more  comprehensive  si|^nificance.  It  certainly 
embraces  losses  of  private  property  on  the 
part  of  citizens  faithful  to  the  Government, 
occasioned  by  the  act  of  the  Government,  or 
by  its  failure  to  perform  its  legitimate  func- 
tions. Such  losses  are  to  be  .borne  as  the  ex- 
pense of  raising  and  supporting  armies  is 
borne,  by  the  whole  people,  not  by  the  few 
who  are  forced  by  the  fortunes  of  war  tem- 
porarily to  sustain  them. 

If  the  General  Government  in  proceeding  to 
quell  insurrection  in  order  to  fulfill  the  duty  of 
insuring  domestic  tranquillity  made  obligatory 
upon  it  by  the  organic  law,  should,  through 
its  civil  or  military  agents,  seize  the  property 
of  A,  (who  is  a  faithful  adherent  of  the  Gov- 
ernment,) and  convert  it  to  its  own  use  or 
destroy  it,  is  the  burden  of  A's  loss  not  to 
bfe  shared  equally  b^^  ik^  remainder  of  the 
people  who  are  alike 'interested  with  him  in 
the  supremacy  of  law  and  the  restoration  of 
peace?  Or,  if  the  General  Government  fail 
to  provide  for  the  common  defense,  so  that 
the  public  enemy  be  permitted  to  injure  or 
destroy  the  property  of  A,  does  not  the  whole 
people,  of  whom  the  Government  is  merely 
the  agent  or  representative,  owe  him  indem- 
nity? If  not,  then  the  Constitution  is  a  mean- 
ingless instrument,  and  the  equality  of  rights 
and  duties  supposed  to  belong  to  American 
citizenship  a  ngment  of  the  patriotic  imagin- 
ation. 

Certainly,  no  true  believer  in  the  just  prin- 
ciple of  equal  rights  and  equal  responsibilities 
qn  the  part  of  each  and  every  citizen,  which 
is  the  basis  of  the  Republic,  will  deny  that  it 
is  the  spirit  and  intent  of  the  organic  law  that 
the  burdens  of  government  shall  be  borne 
alike  by  the  whole  people,  and  that  its  bene- 
fits shell  be  shared  alike  by  all  who  bear  it 
true  allegiaoce.  But  Congress  has  thus  far 
failed  to  make  a  general  application  of  this 


equitable  principle  in  dealing  with  the  claims 
of  citizens  for  compensation  for  private  prop* 
erty  injured  or  destroyed  during  the  recent 
war  by  the  Army  of  the  United  States  and  the 
troops  of  the  rebellion.  Why  this  delay  to  do 
justice  to  those  who,  notwithstanding  their 
fidelity  to  the  cause  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment were  either  deliberately  stripped  of  their 
property  by  the  armies  which  themselves  aided 
in  raising  and  supporting,  or  were  obliged  to 
submit  to  pillage  by  the  public  enemy  on 
account  of  that  Government  falling  to  make 
proper  provision  for  the  common  d^ense  ?  Is 
It  not  high  time  that  these  wrongs,  so  patiently 
and  patriotically  borne,  be  redressea?  It  is 
the  trick  of  the  demagogue  to  make  ostenta- 
tious profession  of  maintaining  what  he  is 
pleased  to  term  '^the  nation's  honor.''  It  is 
the  fashion  among  statesmen  to  insist,  with 
the  unction  of  a  scrupulous  honesty,  upon  the 
payment  of  the  public  debt  to  the  very  last 
cent.  The  val ue  of  private  pro perty  consumed 
in  the  flames  of  civil  war,  which  belonged  to 
citizens  faithful  in  their  allegiance,  is  under 
the  equities  of  the  Constitution,  if  not  by  the 
express  letter  of  the  law,  as  much  a  part  of 
the  public  debt  as  if  it  were  a  bond  of  the 
United  States  held  by  the  richest  broker  in 
Wall  street;  and  the  national  honor  suffers 
quite  as  much,  in  the  sight  of  every  just  man, 
irom  the  deliberate  and  wanton  disregard  of 
this  fact  by  the  General  Government,  as  it 
would  from  the  repudiation  of  the  solemnly 
executed  bargains  of  Secretary  Boutwell^ 
syndicate.  But  there  seems  to  be  nothing  in 
this  to  challenge  the  attention  of  either  dema- 
gogue or  statesman. 

It  may  be  argued  by  some  that  while  it  can- 
not be  disputed  that  the  General  Government 
is  bound  to  make  good  to  citizens  of  the 
adhering  States  such  losses  of  property  in- 
curred by  them  doring  the  late  war  as  were 
caused  by  its  direct  act,  it  is  not  responsible 
in  any  case  for  damages  inflicted  by  the  public 
enemy*  Section  four  of  article  four  of  the 
Constitution  furnishes  a  complete  answer  to 
this  argument: 

**  The  United  States  shall  ruaranty  to  every  State 
in  the  Union  a  repablioan  form  of  f ovemment,  and 
shall  protect  each  of  them  against  invasion,  aoid  oa 
application  of  the  Legislature,  or  of  the  Executive, 
(when  the  Legislature  cannot  be  convened,)  against 
domestic  violenoe." 

The  language  of  the  oiganic  law  is  manda- 
tory. It  declares  that  the  General  Government 
shall  protect  each  State  against  invasion ;  and 
by  this  is  meant,  not  merely  the  prevention  of 
incursions  of  the  public  enemy  upon  the  terri- 
tory of  the  States,  but  the  safe-keeping  of  the 
lives,  liberty,  and  property  of  its  citizens. 
Webster  thus  defines  the  verb  '*to  protect:" 
'*  To  cover  from  dan^r  or  injury;  to  throw  a 
shelter  over ;  to  keep  in  safety. ' '  The  duty  of 
protecting  the  States  against  invasion,  ei^oined 
upon  the  General  Government,  therefore  em- 
braces the  responsibility  of  covering  from  dan- 
ger or  injury,  sheltering  or  keeping  in  safety,  as 
well  the  property  as  tke  lives  and  liberty  of 
the  citizens  of  the  States.  If,  then,  a  State  is 
invaded,  the  Constitution  presumes  the  prop- 
erty of  the  citizens  to  be  in  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  General  Government,  whidi  is  bound  by 
the  very  terms  of  its  existence  to  cover  it  from 
danger  or  ii^ury,  and  which,  being  thus  made 
the  trustee  for  the  citizens  of  the  Btate,  Is  re- 
sponsible to  them  for  the  value  of  the  property 
so  intrusted  to  its  protection. 

If  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  just 
quoted  contemplated  nothing  beyond  the  pre- 
vention of  a  hostile  army  urom  entering  the 
territory  of  a  State,  it  would  be  of  little  value ; 
for  whenever  our  country  becomes  the  theater 
of  war  the  soil  of  some  of  the  States  must 
of  necessity  be  invaded.  Hence  that  provis- 
ion must  be  given  a  broader  interpretation. 
It  must  mean  that  the  General  Government  is 
responsible  for  the  expulsion  of  the  invader 
and  the  injuries  sustained  by  the  citizens  of 
the  State  from  the  invasion. 

But  conceding  for  the  take  of  the  argam#nt 
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that  the  United  States  are  net  boand  by  the 
terms  of  the  Gonstitntion  to  make  compensa- 
tion to  citizene  for  losses  of  property  iocnrred 
by  thenv  at  the  hands  of  the  poblic  enemy,  it 
does  not  follow  that  Googress  may  not  perform 
an  act  of  justice  toward  the  people  who  have 
suffered  on  aceonnt  of  the  inability  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  to  protect  them  in  the  enjoy* 
roent  of  the  rights  gaarantied  them  in  the 
organic  law.  )t  is  doubtless  good  policy  for 
the  State,  as  well  as  for  individuals,  to  observe 
the  maxim  which  teaches  us  to  be  just  before 
we  are  generous,  but  the  opposite  doctrine 
seems  to  prevail  in  Federal  legislation^ 

Sabsidiea  of  millions  of  dollars  to  private 
corporations  receive  approving  votes,  hun- 
dreds of  millions  of  acres  of  the  public  domain 
are  bestowed  upon  railroad  companies,  and  the 
negotiation  of  Government  loans  is  made  to 
pour  the  wealth  of  Groosus  into  the  laf>e  of 
favoritesi.  The  people  for  whom  I  have  the 
honor  to  speak  claim  no  such  laxgess.  They 
seek  no  gitcs.  They  ask  no  alms.  They  sim- 
ply demand  justice.  May  it  not  be  reasonably 
ejipected  that  a  Government  so  generons  to 
those  to  whom  it  oives  nothing  wiTi  not  disre- 
gard the  petition  of  those  to  whom  it  is  greatly 
indebted?  For,  truly,  Ike  people  whose  cause 
I  mtt  attempting  to  advocate,  suffered  much 
foir  the  nke  of  the  Republic.  They  are  the 
meA  of  the  border;  thKMe  men  who  during  the 
war  of  the  vebel4ian  were  the  living  ramparts 
of  the  States  which  adhered  to  the  General 
Governmcuit.  They  are  the  men  whose  mount- 
aim  farms  were  the  fortresses  of  McGlellan 
ami  Mesdie,  whoso  homes  were  given  to  the 
flames  by  the  torch  of  McGaneland,  and  whose 
tieliisare  historic  in  the  world-reoewned  names 
oi  Antietam  and  Gettysburg. 

Mtey  of  (hem  were  soldiera  of  the  United 
Slates  Army,  faithfully  disoharging  their  duty, 
while  the  Goversmeat,  for  whose  preservation 
ihey  faced  the  cannoo's  moath,  seked  and 
used  or  destrc^ed  their  property,  or  failed  i» 
defend  it  against  pillage  and  destruction  by 
the  poblic  enemy.  The  widoir  and  the  orphan 
of  the  heroic  dead  who  fell  in  defense  of  the 
Union  are  numbered  among  those  whose 
property  wae  made  a  pan  of  the  august  sacri- 
tlte  fbf  the  pYe'serv&tioa  of  the  Republic,  and 
aged  and  inarm  parents^  whose  sona  sleep  in 
nameless  graves  on  distant  battle-fields,  are  on 
tb^  same  roll  of  unfortunates.  It  cannot  be 
that  the  just  expeetation  of  these  sufferers  in 
the  cause  of  the  Uaion  wiil  be  disappointed 
by  indifference  and  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
Uepvesentatives  of  the  people.  It  is  scarcely 
to  be  feared  that  the  proverbial  ingratitude 
of  repablics  is  to  be  so  sharply  illustrated,  so 
peculiarly  signalized. 

Objection  wiil  doubtlesB  be  madls  upon  the 
grottiw  that  a  large  expense  will  be  entailed 
on  the  Government  if  the  claims  in  question 
be  allowed  by  Congress.  I  am  not  advised  as 
to  the  sum  which  would  be  required  for  their 
satisfaction.  Until  the  bill  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  Maryland,  or  some  measure  of 
a  like  character,  becomes  a  law,  the  amount 
cannot  be  asoertained  with  ezactnesst  The 
claims  of  dtizens  of  my  own  State,  for  losses 
of  the  character  described,  will  net  exceed 
$8,090,000.  Those  of  oittaeas  el  Maryhind 
will  hardly  reach  that  sam.  I  venture  to  say 
that  $10,006,000  Will  cover  the  entire  amount 
of  claims  for  losses  snstained  ta  the  adhering 
States  during  the  war  of  the  rebeHion  through 
the  injury  aud  deetrnmioo  of  private  prc^perty 
by  the  troops  of  both  armiea.  Wore  it  twice 
or  thrice  that  sum,  the  Goverament  can  pay 
it  without  the  slightest  emiNiVMsemenCi  In- 
deed, I  am  persuaded  that  the  administration 
of  public  rafairs  with  a  proper  regard  tc' 
economy  would  reduce  the  present  expeodi* 
turea  of  the  Government  to  sach  an  exteav  that 
these  claims  might  be  paid  in  a  sngle  year, 
and  the  buoden  of  the  tax-payers  for  thafi  year 
be  laade  lighter  than  it  was  during  the  last 
fiscal  year.  It  will  noi  he  oat  of  piacehere 
to  atseaipt  the  proof  of  this. 


The  expenditures  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment for  tne  fiscal  year  ended  June  80,  1871, 
were,  as  shown  by  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury : 

For  oivfl  and  miseellaneooa  purposes,  $69,498,710  97 

For  the  War  Department... 44.060.684  96 

For  the  Navy  Department «....    19.431.027  21 

For  Indians :. .     7,426.997  44 

Total  expenditures,  not  inoludiug 
pensions  and  payments  on  interest 
and  principal  of  public  debt. .$140,486,820  57 

Gompare  with  this  exhibit  the  expenditures 
of  the  General  Government  for  the  fiscal  year 
ended  June  80, 1860,  as  stated  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  that  year : 

For  civil  and  miscellaneous  p«rpO8e8...$28.106,174  88 

For  the  War  Department 16,409.767  10 

For  the  Navy  Department 11,513.150  19 

For  Indians 2,727.655  28 

■  I    I  fill  ■  - 

Total  expenditures,  not  inohidinv 
pensions  f^nd  payments  on  interest 
and  principal  of  the  pabliodebt 458,755,747  40 

Here  is  shown  an  increase  in  the  sum- 
total  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  fiscal  year  ended  June  80,  1871, 
over  that  of  the  same  for  the  fiscal  year  ended 
June  80,  1860,  of  $81,681,078  19.  The  cost 
of  maintaining  the  War  Department  is  now 
almost  three  times  as  much  as  it  was  in 
1860.  The  same  proportion  holds  good  as  to 
the  Indian  department^  while  the  payments 
for  the  civil  list  and  miscellaneous  purposes 
are  two  and  a  half  times  as  great  as  in  1860, 
and  the  expenses  of  the  Navy  Department 
almost  double  what  they  were  th6n.  It  is  but 
necessary  to  know  that  the  Army  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  at  present  numbers  twice  as  many 
men  as  in  1860  to  understand  why  the  expenses 
of  the  War  Department  are  $28,000,000  greater 
per  annum  now  than  they  were  eleven  years 
ago.  But  the  moat  adroit  apologist  for  the 
presence  of  a  large  standing  Army  in  the  midst 
of  a  free  people  cannot  invent  a  good  reason 
why  the  Government  should  at  this  time  be 
provided  with  a  military  force  of  thirty  thou- 
sand men,  since  fifteen  thousand  formerly  per- 
formed all  the  service  which  can  now  be  legit- 
imately required  of  the  Arthj, 

The  present  is  a  time  or  profound  peaces 
Domestic  violence  has  ceased ;  the  attitude 
of  foreign  Pbwers  toward  our  country  is  entirely 
pacific  ;  and  *'  Lo  I  the  poor  Indian  '*  smbkes 
nis  calumet  filled  with  the  kinikinick  of  tran- 
quillity. The  battle-flags  are  furled,  and  the 
bloody  occupation  of  the  military  arm  of  the 
Government  is  gone — let  us  hope  fetter. 
The  number  of  Torts  to  be  garrisoned,  the 
extent  of  frontier  to  be  guarded,  the  Work  to 
be  done  by  the  Army  in  evei^y  refipcct,  is  not 
greater  now  than  in  1860.  Ah  I  I  had  foi^got- 
ten.  The  present  Federal  Executive  has  ne- 
cessities and  perplexities  which  were  unknown 
.to  his  predecessors  in  office.  The  fiword  dione 
can  cut  the  way  for  him  through  the  wilder- 
ness of  difficulties  which  surrounds  bis  candi- 
dacy for  reSiection.  Party  contentions  must 
feel  the  persuasive  power  of  fixed  bayonets  ; 
Federal  troops  must  parade  the  streets  of 
New  York,  Philadelphia,  and  other  large 
cities  on  election  day;  and  a  brilliant  military 
campaign  must  be  made  in  all  the  southern 
States  under  the  sacred  banner  of  the  carpet^ 
bag.  Herein  is  found  the  only  reasoti  for 
keeping  up  a  standing  army  of  thirty  thousand 
men  at  a  cost  of  $44,000,000  per  annum,  tt 
is  not  certain,  but  perhaps  possible,  that  if  a 
new  and  indefinite  lease  of  power  Were  assured 
the  Administration,  a  reduction  of  the  nuifiber 
of  troops  would  be  made  which  would  s&vc  the 
Govi^lmment  some  twenty  million  dollar's  ati- 
nually,  and  thus  enable  it  the  more  easily  to 
pay  some  of  its  honest  debts. 

Why  is  the  expense  of  maintaining  the 
Navy  so  enormous ;  or  why,  indeed,  af e  thefe 
any  appropriations  at  all  fortttat  Departfbetiff 
We  have  no  Navy.  It  is  as  much  a  liivih  ad 
old  Neptune  himself.  Our  few  shij^s  oi  war, 
well  as  they  are  manned  and  officered,  do 


not  constitute  a  Navy.  Why,  tkes,  does  tHs 
Department  cost  us  $8,000,000  per  aoDao 
more  than  in  1860?  Since  the  couDtiy  psji  for 
a  proper  naval  establishfnent,  the  GoTeromea; 
ought  to  give  it  such  an  establishment  or  cem 
to  tax  the  people  in  that  behalf,  and  devote  iu 
surplus  cash  to  additional  paymenti  of  its 
honest  debts. 

Why  has  the  expense  of  the  Indlsn  depart 
ment  been  tripled  6ince  ld60t  Are  we  not 
told  that  the  present  AdministratioDhastre&ted 
the  Indian  question  with  splendid  success;  oaj, 
was  not  the  last  tomahawk  buried  ia  the  gr&ve 
of  the  slain  Piegan  women ?  Have  we  not  M 
the  gentle  suasion  of  General  Parker  ui 
Vincent  Colyer  winning  the  savage  nature  to 
the  practiced  of  civilization  and  the  arta  of 
peace?  It  must  be  that  under  thebeaignaot 
influences  of  the  Indian  policy  of  the  present 
AdminiStiratiCh  the  aboriginal  race  hasgreaiij 
increased  in  numbers,  aud  hence  the  heavj 
expense  of  the  bureau  which  has  charge  of  iu 
affairs.  Statisticians  say  otherwise,  bat  the; 
are  doubtless  at  fault.  Be  that  is  it  miT,! 
C6nclude  that  it  is  quite  probable  that,  vitli  i 
proper  management  qf  that  bareao,  sereral 
million  dollars  could  be  saved  anoaali7,fliicii 
the  Government  might  apply  in  further  paj 
ment  of  its  honest  debts. 

Why  are  the  expenses  on  aceonnt  of  th« 
civil  list  aud  miscellaneous  purposes  $41,000,- 
000  greater  per  annum  than  thej  were  elefea 
years  ago  ?  The  machinery  of  the  Ooren- 
ment  paid  for  under  these  heads  is  the  nioe 
now  as  it  was  then,  with  the  exception  of  ihi 
internal  revenue  department,  which  cost  for  die 
last  fiscalyear  $9,000,000.  Deduct  the  ezpeue 
of  that  department  from  the  $41,000,000  of  in 
crease  on  account  of  the  civil  listand  miscelliBe- 
ous  purposes,  aud  there  still  remain  lo  be  sc- 
counted  for  $32,000,000  per  annum.  Hot  li 
this  enormous  augmentation  of  expeodiiorb 
under  these  heads  to  be  explained?  Ii«&7 
explanation  possible?  Does  it  not  beioken 
wastefulness,  extrava^nce,or  sometbinzvorse 
in  the  management  of  the  bureaus  whica  heap 
this  monstrous  ei^pense  upon  the  ahonldenOi 
the  people?  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  that  si 
least  $25,000,000  could  be  safely  lopped  of 
from  the  present  aonualexpepditareaofthoK 
bureaus  and  paid  over  to  anxious  creditoti  of 
the  Government  . . 

From  this  showing  it  is  plait  that,  allovioj 
fat  the  increase  6f  expenditiirefi  oft  wc6asi 
of  the  internal  revenue  departasBt,  sn  i 
may  add  the  clerical  force  now  employee  tc 
the  Pension  Bareau  and  other  offloei  to'ioi 
charge  of  the  settlement  and  paymest  of  cwib^ 
arising  from  the  late  war,  at  least  $7O,OOO,O0C 
o^the  public  moneys  might  be  saved  ^^''jf^ 
by  a  judicious  and  frugal  administratioaofiK 
€rovernment.  Under  such  an  administrtUM 
the  taxes  of  the  people  would  be  *^  J*** 
$60,000,000  less  during  the  year  in  *b'fi«»  »* 
claims  for  losses  of  property  hy  tb»  *»r/** 
which  I  have  spoken  would  be  paid  thas  id9 
are  at  present,  while  payments  ^^P'^ff 
and  the  priucipal  and  interest  of  the  j^i^ 
debt  would  not  be  diminished.  ,  ,. 

It  is  clear,  then,  that  economy  in»be  J»o* 
expenditures  ought  to  begin  elsewhere  taa? 
a  denial  of  the  rig*ita  of  citiseos  *»""Jj*l 
claims  against  the  Government    A  ^"T- 
settle  and  satisfy  such  claims  is  as  usoeoe^^ 

in  a  sound  and  enlightened  P^^tl^-u 
repudiation  of  the  funded  debt  ,notm 
the  best  policy  as  well  for  the  Suw  «  "j 
individuals.     If  the  claims  which  •'•J^uyj 
examined  under  the  provisions  ^•^^j^j 
presented  fcy„  the  gentleman  from  **!J*: ' 
amedded  as  I  have  su|;gested  it  flfiould  w. 
just,  there  Ought  to  bi  ho  hssiiMios  »w|J 
their  payment   by  the  Governnsent  oa 
ground  of  economv.    Reduce  the  Arin|t » 
the  leaks  Sn  the  Navy,  curtail  tbs  f^M, 
Indian 
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afford  to  be  generovs  refuses  to  bo  josl  to 
those  who  saffered  that  it  might  be  preserved. 

AMERICAN  SQIPPING  AND  SaiP-BUILMNG. 

Mr.  MITCHELL.  Mr.  Speaker^  the  qaes- 
tion  of  how  best  to  revlv*  the  ship'-builaiiig 
interests  and  external  carrying  trade  of  the 
United  States  is  oae  the  correet  solutioa  of 
which  will  affect  in  a  great  degree  both  the 
material  interests  of  oar  people  and  the  stand- 
ing and  impoitanoe  of  taia  nation  in  the  eyes 
of  the  other  nations  of  the  world.  Oar  national 
pride,  as  well  as  otir  material  interests,  is 
involved  in  the  eolation  of  this  question. 

If  history  haa  tuught  oae  lesson  mote  plainly 
than  anotheri  it  isthat  those  nations  which  have 
excelled  in  eommeroe  have  been  marked  for 
the  enterprise)  inteliigenoes,  and  general  com- 
fort of  their  people,  as  well  aa  for  their  power 
as  Slates. 

Tyre,  Carthage,  Egypt,  Venice,  Genoa,  the 
cities  of  the  fiUuiseatiQ  Leagae,  and  the  Dutch 
republic,  with  ethera  that  I  might  name,  were 
leaders  in  the  civilization  and  power  of  the 
world,  and  took  the  front  rank  in  their  day 
in  promoting  theeomforiand  elevation  of  their 
peoples,  and  spreading  around  the  world  the 
blessings  of  civilization. 

Sir  Walter  Baleigh  was  about  right  when 
he  said  that — 

**WhoiooTer  eommaiidi  th*  t«a  ooanniaDdf  the 
trade  of  the  world;  and  whofloerer  eonunandi  the 
tradeof  the  world eoimttaiids  the  riohosof  the  world, 
and  Che  world  iCseif." 

It  would  indeed  be  difficult  to  overestimate 
the  beneficial  effects  of  commerce,  not  only  as 
a  source  of  national  wealth,  but  aa  giving  fresh 
life  to  industry  and  invention,  and  inspiring 
the  people  who  engage  in  it  with  enlaigea 
riews.  It  has  well  been  said  that  a  nation  of 
traders  can  uever  be  a  nadon  of  daves. 
ora  sHiPPino,  its  kisi  and  fall. 

From  the  enterprise,  energy,  spirit,  and 
ability  of  our  people,  and  from  the  physical 
characteristics  of  the  country,  it  would  seem 
as  if  no  nation  could  outstrip  us  in  the  navi- 
gation of  the  seas;  and  no  sooner  was  the 
independence  of  the  colonies  achieved,  than 
they  began  to  take  that  advanced  position  in 
the  world  of  commerce  for  which  they  were  so 
clearly  adapted.  To  show  the  progress  they 
made  in  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world,  I 
give  the  tonnage  of  the  United  States  every  five 
years  from    I7dO   to    the    present,  time    as 

follows: 

Total 
Tannage, 

1790., - «« 374.877 

1796.. 7«.»4 

1800...... 972,492 

19US «. 1.140.38S 

1810 ^ : l,4a4,TM 

1820 1.280.186 

1825 1,423,110 

1880. — 1,191,778 

1835 1.824,940 

1840 « 2.180.764 

1845 2,417.002 

1860 3.635,454 

1860 5,353.808 

1861 5,539.813 

1885 5.096,000 

1869. 4.144.000 

LO  e  w  •••••«•••••••■•*••  ••••«••«•••«•••••  ••••••••••••*••••••••  •«••••   OfW/|X*v 


In  the  beginning  of  the  present  oentury 
everything  was  favorable  to  the  prosperity 
of  oor  shipping  interests.  The  nations  of 
Corope  were  embiroiled  in  the  Napoleonic 
warsy  and  so  long  as  we  remained  at  peaee 
we  bad  almost  a  monopoly  of  the  carrying 
trade.  Having  become  involved  ia  war  with 
England,  we  lost  the  great  advantage  arising 
from  oar  neutral  i>o8ition,  and  the  conse- 
quences were  anything  but  ftvorable  to  our 
shipping.  It  appears,  from  the  foregoing 
tablet  that  while  in  1810  oar  tonnage  was 
1,424,764,  in  1880  it  was  but  1,191,776,  so 
ahat  ia  twenty  yean  we  absolutely  retrograded 
in  the  amount  of  oar  tonnage. 

By  far  the  most  prosperous  era  for  our  ship- 
^iof  interests  was  from  1860  to  1860,  during 
^which  time  our  shipping  increased  abont  two 
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million  toss.  From  1861  to  1866  it  inereased 
thirW-eight  and  a  hatf  pw  cent,  while  that 
of  England  and  her  colonlee  increased  only 
eighteen  and  three  fourths  per  oetit.  These 
were  the  ^art  when  owr  uiip-yards  turned 
out  those  splendid  clipper  ships  wliioh  defied 
the  ships  of  all  the  world  besides.  Theee 
were  years  when  in  every  harbor  oa  the  globe 
OQuld  be  seen  fioatiag  the  proud  banner  of  the 
starv  and  stripes.  Those  proud  tokens  of  our 
people's  greatness  were  not  placed  on  Uie 
ocean  by  Government  subsidies  wrong  from 
the  «newB  of  the  toiling  millions,  but  by  the 
enterprise  and  skill  of  a  free  and  nntrammeled 
industry.  In  those  bright  days  there  was  no 
whining  abont  beinff  unable  to  oompete  with 
the  panper  labor  of  Bnrope,  and  there  were 
BO  complaints  that  our  meobanics  were  infe* 
rior  to  those  of  Bflgland  in  tbia  departmeot. 
Our  workmen  couki  outstrip  all  competitors 
in  inventive  genius  aad  mechanical  skill. 

In  1859  John  Bright  said,  in  the  English 
House  of  Commons,  that-^ 

**The  finest  reMels  wfaioh  are  atthte  momtot  per- 
formios  th«  ▼oytce  botweaa  Saglaad  and  the  Aub»> 
trolian  eolooiw  nvrn  beso  built  in  the  United 
States.  In  •hip-bnildiog  the  United  States  not  only 
eompete  with,  hut  In  some  respects  eaeel  this  coun- 
try/'^CEasluid.) 

In  1864  die  returns  of  the  British  bosrd  of 
trade  showed  the  remarkable  fact  that  nearly 
sixty  per  cent,  of  the  new  shipping  added  to 
the  mercantile  fleet  of  England  was  the  work 
of  North  American  ship-yards,  the  British 
having  bought  from  us  in  that  year  two  hun- 
dred and  sixty- seven  vessels.    If  from  1860  to 

1860  were  the  brightest  years  in  the  history  of 
oar  commerce,  from  1860  to  1870  were  un- 
doubtedly the  aarkest.    While  our  tonnage  in 

1861  amounted  to  6,689,000,  in  1866  it  had 
sunk  to  6,096,000,  being  a  loss  of  448,0QPtons 
during  the  four  years  of  war.  But  during  the 
four  years  since  the  war  it  has  lost  more  than 
twice  that,  or  962,000  tons,  and  the  falling  off 
still  continues,  showing  that  some  other  causes 
must  be  at  work  to  destroy  besides  the  rebel 
privateers.  Had  the  rebel  cruisers  been  the 
only  destroyers  of  our  commerce,  as  soon  as 
the  war  ended,  if  our  ship- building  interests 
had  been  in  a  healthy  state,  our  ship^yards 
should  have  manifested  renewed  activity  to 
supply  the  places  of  those  vessels  which  had 
been  destroyed.  Instead  of  that,  our  ship- 
yards are  deserted,  and  ship- building  has 
become  one  of  the  lost  arts  in  our  land. 

It  is  claimed  by  some  that  the  substitution 
of  iron  for  wood  has  had  much  to  do  with  the 
falling  off  of  our  tonnage.  Of  the  fact  that 
there  has  been  snch  a  change  there  can  be  no 
doubt. 

According  to  the  London  Shipping  Gazette, 
Britain  during  1870  turned  out  of  her  various 
yards  974  vessels,  with  an  aggregate  tonnage 
of  342,706  tons.  Of  these  4S8  were  steamers, 
representing  a  carrying  power  of  226,674  tons, 
and  641  sailing  vesselsof  117,082  tons.  Four 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  vessels,  rejsrescnting 
68,680  tons  of  measurement,  were  built  of  tim- 
ber, and  446  vessels  of  271,760^  tons  were  of 
iron,  while  80  vessels  of  12,416  tons  were  of 
composite  manufAeture.  But  then  this  large 
percentage  of  iit>n  vessels  is  but  recent ;  the 
increase  in  1870  over  the  previous  year  in  the 
construction  of  iron  vessels  as  compared  to 
that  of  wooden  ones  was  as  five  to  one. 

Now,  I  believe  so  great  is  the  invention  and 
versatility  of  genius  in  the  American  workmen 
and  designers,  that  I  have  no  doubt  whatever, 
had  our  builders  been  left  untrammeled,  they 
would  rapidly  have  accommodated  themselves 
to  any  change  required  in  the  nature  of  the 
vessels,  and  bf  superior  skill  they  would  have 
soon  made  up  for  anv  temporary  disadvantage 
arising  from  such  a  coange.  Our  ship-builders, 
however,  had  no  opportunity  to  devote  them- 
selves to  building  iron  vessels.  About  the 
time  they  should  have  commenced  to  do  so, 
they  were  crushed  down  beneath  the  heavy 
and  remorseless  hand  of  ill-judged  taxation. 
If  not  the  rebel  pirates,  if  not  the  change  from 


wood  to  iron  were  the  causes  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  this  industry,  let  us  see  if  we  can  dis- 
cover • 

WUXT  OnSTROTBO  OUa  SHrP-BCILDINO. 

In  1867  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  sub 
mitted  a  reportrto  Congress,  wherein  is  given 
the  testimony  of  a  large  number  of  the  leading 
ship-bailders  as  te  the  oause  of  the  decline  in 
our  ship-boikKn^  and  we  find  the  almost 
ttuanimooe  testimony  to  be  that  it  was  de- 
stroyed by  over*- taxation.  One  builder  said 
.that  in  1^64  he  built  a  vessel  which  cost 
$186,000,  of  which  $81,000  was  paiil  for  ma- 
terial, $30,000  for  labor,  aad  $26,000  for  taxes 
in  various  forms. 

In  1861,  just  when  t^e  new  improvements 
and  changes  in  the  art  of  ship-building  were 
being  oommeneed,  just  as  iron  waa  beginning 
lo  displaee  wood,  under  the  pretense  of  pro- 
viding revenue.  Congress  rmposed  such  exor- 
bitant taxes  on  all  the  material  needed  for 
building  a  ship  that  that  noble  industry,  once 
our  greatest  boast,  was  crushed  beneath  the 
load.  Tens*  of  thousands  of  men  employed  in 
theyards  and  marine  engine  works  were  driven 
to  other  occupations,  and  ever  since  our  public 
men  have  been  asking  how  shall  we  revive  our 
shipping.    • 

BOW  SBALL  WS  REVIVE  OITR  sniP-BUILDIKO? 

First,  I  answer,  let  us  remove  the  load  of 
taxation  which  Congress  has  imposed  and 
which  Congress  should  remove,  it  has  been 
said  by  those  who  ought  to  know 'that  we  are 
at  a  disadvantage  of  thirty  per  cent,  when  com- 
peting with  England  in  the  building  of  iron 
ships.  But  the  tariff  on  the  materials  entering 
into  our  ships  is  more  than  thirty  per  cent., 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  plan  so  simple  and 
easy  as  to  greatly  reduce  or  wholly  remove  the 
high  imposts  on  all  materials  which  may  be 
used  in  ship- building.  Such  a  reduction  would 
affect  the  revenue  of  the  country  but  a  very 
few  millions,  and  would  be  a  boon  of  unspeak- 
able value  in  its  beneficial  effects.  I  presume 
there  will  come  up  a  terrible  clamor  from  cer- 
tain parties  who  think  they  are  protected  by 
these  imposts  which  have  ruined  our  shipping. 
I  would  ask  these  parties  if  the  time  will  never 
come  when  they  will  say  they  have  had  protec- 
tion enough,  and  are  now  willing  to  stand  on 
their  own  feet  and  let  ship-building  have  a 
chance  to  revive?  For  eleven  years  now  has 
ship- building  been  sacrificed  for  their  benefit, 
ana  it  is  high  time  that  they  were  willing  to 
make  some  concessions,  for  it  really  seeme  as 
if  we  had  to  ask  their  permission  before  we 
ean  do  our  duty  to  our  shipping  by  repealing 
the  imposts  which  were  laid  on  in  L861. 

Adfluttiog  free  of  duty  the  materials  used  in 
ship- building  can  affect  those  industries  to  no 
perceptible' extent,  for  at  pvesent  the  demand 
of  our  shin-bQilders  for  tneir  productions  is 
next  to  notning,  and  ean  hardUy  be  lesa  when 
ship-building  materials  are  admitted  free. 
Nay.  more;  it  ia  my  firm  belief  that  some 
of  tboea  industries  which  it  is  feared  will  be 
injnted  by  a  repeal  of  the  duties  on  the  mate- 
rials to  be  used  in  building  ships  will  really  be 
greatly  benefited.  Take  iron,  for  instance. 
According  to  the  best  authorities  our  iron  has 
a  toughaese  and  a  strength  and  jdnrabiUty  not 
found  in  British  iron,  and  is  less  subject  to 
oxidation.  Now,  I  am  of  opinion  that  if  the 
materials  to  be  ased  in  ship-bniMing  are  ad- 
mitted free  it  would  be  more  proftlaMe  for  our 
bailders  to  use  American  iron  rather  than 
the  inferior  British  iron,  even  if  admitted  free; 
and  I  am  convinced  that  oor  iron  interests, 
instead  of  having  anything  to  fear  fnm  this 
plan,  would  be  greatly  promoted. 

But  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says  the 
cost  of  labor  and  interest  on  capital  are  greater 
here  than  in  England,  and  were  those  duties 
reduced  we  could  not  compete  with  that  conn- 
try.  But  were  not  wa^ea  and  interest  higher 
here  than  in  Eneland  in  those  years  when  the 
clipper  ships  of  Donald  McKay  beat  the  world, 
and  when  England  in  one  year  bought  two 
hundred  and  sixty-seven  vesselsof  this  Repub- 
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lie?  Nay,  more ;  the  rate  of  interest  was  higher 
in  this  country  then  than  now^  because  the 
profits  arising  from  the  use  or  money  were 
greater.  So  with  labor ;  the  purchasing  power 
of  a  day's  labor  was  then  as  high  as  it  is  now 
in  this  country,  while  it  was  lower  in  England 
than  at  present. 

But  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  says  that 
Briiish  mechanics  in  this  department  are  supe- 
rior to  ours.  Is  not  this  a  most  humiliating 
acknowledgment  for  a  high  Government  offi- 
cial to  make?  Granting,  for  the  sake  of  argu- 
ment, tha^t  the  Secretary  is  correct,  why  are 
our  mechanics  inferior?  Is  it  not  because  the 
same  load  of  taxation  which  crushed  out  ship- 
building, crushed  out  also  all  our  marine  iron- 
works, driving,  in  New  York  city  alone,  twenty 
thousand  men  into  other  pursuits.  Throw  off 
this  load  of  taxes  and  create  a  demand  for 
skilled  mechanics  and  they  will  soon  be  forth- 
coming. We  have  them  not  now  because  they 
are  not  wanted.  Let  them  be  wanted  and 
they  will  be  found. 

I  am  proud  to  say  that  among  my  constitu- 
ents there  are  mechanics  who  can  buiid  a 
locomotive  or  a  sleeping-car  superior  to  any  in 
the  Old  World — far  superior,  at  all  events,  to 
any  which  it  has  been  my  fortune  to  see  in 
Europe-^and  I  do  not  doubt  that  we  can  soon 
find  mechanics  eoual  to  the  demand  for  the 
purposes  of  ship-Diiildiug.  It  is  asserted  by 
some  who  are  well  informed  in  such  matters, 
that  many  of  the  most  skillful  mechanics  in 
the  ship-pards  of  the  Clyde  are  from  this 
country.  Will  they  not  speedily  return  as 
soon  as  we  make  it  for  their  interest  to  do  so? 

In  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury already  mentioned.  Captain  Thompson,  of 
Kennebunk,  Maine,  is  credited  with  the  fol- 
lowing testimony : 

"One  of  the  most  ezpenflive  materials  which 
enter  into  the  composition  of  a  vessel  is  iron  in  its 
various  forms  of  utility.  VV^ere  the  duties  on  im- 
ports of  those  materials  which  enter  into  the  com- 
position of  a  vessel  remitted,  and  among  them  the 
duties  on  iron#we  could  successfally  compete  with 
the  British  provinces  in  ship-building,  and  once 
more  gain  our  lost  supremacy  on  the  seas.  Were 
the  industry  once  more  transferred  to  the  United 
States  the  labor  now  employed  in  the  provinces 
would  come  to  this  country,  and  a  large  and  desir- 
able aooession  to  .our  population  would  ensue." 

Captain  Thompson  believed  that  a  remission 
of  the  duties  and  taxes  on  ship- building  mate* 
rial  is  the  true  method  of  restoring  the  ship- 
building interest,  and  through  it  the  great 
carrying  trade  of  the  United  States.  He 
wants  no  bounties  and  no  favors  from  the 
Government,  nor  does  he  ask  a  remission  of 
the  duties  and  taxes  on  ship-building  materials 
to  the  injury  of  any  other  interest.  But  if 
the  whole  amount  of  taxation  to  be  raised  is 
to  be  lower  next  year  than  in  the  past,  as  it 
necessarily  must  be,  he  thinks  that  no  more 
appropriate  direction  in  which  to  lower  it  exists 
than  that  indicated  by  the  sore  necessities  of 
the  ship- building  trade. 

Donald  McKay,  of  East  Boston,  says: 

**  The  only  effeotual  remedy  is  to  take  off  a  por- 
tion of  the  whole  mass  of  taxation.  Then  we  eould 
oompete  with  foreign  ship- builders  and  more." 

Joseph  Titcombe,  of  Kennebunk,'  Maine, 
says: 

"A  remission  of  taxes  is  the  true  remedy  for  the 
bad  state  in  which  this  industry  has  fallen.^ 

McKay  &  Aldus,  of  East  Boston,  testify 
that  the  depression  of  their  business  is  due  to 
the  high  taxes,  while  Messrs.  Curtis  &  Smith 
repeat  the  story,  and  attribute  it  to  the  same 
cause.     W.  W.  Webb,  of  New  York,  testifies 

follows: 


Reduce  the  present  high  tariff  on  bar  and  sheet- 
iron  and  copper,  hemp  and  cordage,  canvas,  chains, 
anchors,  and  the  general  equipment  of  Vessels,  all 
of  which  can  be  done  without  destroying  our  man- 
ufaotures.  and  we  con  again  sucoessfnily  oompete 
with  foreign-built  ships  and  regain  a  portion  of  the 
lost  trade*' 

Can  we,  in  the  face  of  all  this,  hesitate  as 
to  the  tme  coarse  to  be  pursued,  namely,  the 
easy  simple  one  of  reducing  the  tariff  duties 
on  all  materials  to  be  used  in  the  construction 
of  ships  and  on  all  ship  stores  ? 


Seamdfy.  To  revive  our  shipping  I  would 
recommend  that  American  citizens  be  allowed 
to  .purchase  foreign-built  vessels  when  they 
find  it  for  their  interest  and  profit  to  do  so,  and 
enter  them  on  the  American  registry.  As  the 
case  now  stands,  we  cannot  build  ships,  and 
are  not  allowed  to  buy  ships,  and  can  it  be 
surprising  that  we  have  no  ships  ? 

But,  objects  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
this  will  stimulate  ship-building  in  England. 
I  do  not  believe  we  can  stimulate  ship-build- 
ing in  England  any  more  effectually  than  we 
have  been  doing  during  the  last  ten  years,  and 
I  am  sure  the  measure  I  here  propose  would 
soon  have  the  opposite  effect.  Multiply  ship- 
owners among  us,  and  we  will  soon  multiply 
ship-builders.  Ship-owners  will  prefer  to  have 
repairing  done  when  they  can  under  their  own 
supervision,  and  especially %hen  the  abolition 
of  the  duties  shall  have  made  it  equally  cheap. 
The  greater  number  of  men  there  are  among 
us  owning  ships,  interested  in  ships,  talking 
ships,  &c.,  the  more  will  our  ship-building 
interests  be  likely  to  revive.  What  is  there 
about  a  ship  that  it  should  be  regarded  by  our 
law  as  almost  a  felony  to  buy  a  foreign-built 
one?  Are  Americans  not  fit  to  judge  what 
it  is  safe  and  profitable  for  them  to  do  in  this 
matter,  that  Congress  has  barred  such  trans- 
actions by  law  ?  if  we  have  none  of  the  profits 
arising  from  ship-building,  at  least  we  may  be 
allowed  to  enjoy  some  of  the  profits  of  ship- 
owning — some  of  the  wealth  made  in  freights. 

I  find  in  a  report  of  one  of  the  meetings  of 
the  National  Board  of  Trade,  held  a  year  or 
two  ago,  a  statenient  as  follows  in  relation 
to  the  profits  arising  from  ocean  steamship 
navigation :  In  1869  one  of  the  lines  from  this 
country  to  a  country  in  Europe  whose  citizens 
are  permitted  to  purchase  Clyde- built  iron 
ships  *and  run  them  to  foreign  ports  under 
their  own  flag,  realized  a  profit  of  £118,821, 
which  was  divided  as  follows:  to  depreciation, 
ten  per  cent. ;  sinking  fund,  ten  per  cent. ; 
boilers  renewal  fund,  four  per  cent.;  directors^ 
salaries,  one  per  cent. ;  divided  amon^  share- 
holders, fifteen  per  cent.,  on  capital  of 
£296,000.  In  addition,  four  per  cent  was 
appropriated  for  interest,  showing  gross  profits 
amounting  to  forty- four  per  cent.  Why  should 
an  American  desiring  to  embark  in  such  an  en- 
terprise be  denied  the  protection  of  his  coun- 
try's flag,  and  be  compelled  to  sneak  in  below 
the  protecting  egis  of  some  other  Power?  Let 
us  throw  aside  such  petty,  narrow-minded  legis- 
lation, and  adopt  such  as  will  be  worthy  of 
this  age  of  progress  and  freedom. 

TBI  QUBSTXOK  OF  BUBSIDIKS. 

Having  given  what  I  consider  the  true  plans 
to  be  adopted  for  the  revival  of  our  ship-build- 
ing, let  us  now  examine  some  of  the  plans 
which  are  not  worthy  of  adoption  ;  some  of 
those  quack  remedies  which  will  only  increase 
the  disease  instead  of  curing  it. 

And  first  it  is  recommended  by  some,  among 
whom  is  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his 
annual  report,  that  a  law  should  be  passed 
guaranty iug  to  persons  who  ma^  employ  in 
the  foreign  trade  American-built  first*  class 
steamships  an  annual  payment  for  a  period 
of  five  years  of  thirteen  dollars  per  ton  on 
vessels  of  two  thousand  tons  burden.  He 
further  suggests  that  it  will  be  wise  to  con 
sider  whether  they  may  not  be  so  constructed 
as  to  be  suitable  for  naval  purposes  in  case 
of  war.  With  regard  to  this  last  suggestion 
I  would  say  right  here  that  if  a  steamship  is 
built  for  a  naval  vessel  it  is  not  likely  to  be 
worth  much  as  a  merchantman  and  vice  versa} 
and  it  would  be  far  more  economical  for  the 
Qovernment  to  build  our  men-of-war  and 
make  them  such  as  shall  be  worthy  of  the 
name.  It  is  now  sixty  years  since  we  were 
at  war  with  any  naval  Power,  and  it  may  be 
sixty  more  ere  we  be  again.  We  have  had 
about  enough  of  war  for  one  generation.  If 
an  attempt  is  made  to  incumber  this  subsidy 
question  with  such  conditio.ns,  the  vessels  will 
either  be  never  built  at  all,  or  they  will  be 


satisfactory  neither  as  vessels  of  wir  or  of 
peace. 

But  we  will  proceed  to  the  main  qaestioo  o: 
subsidies ;  ana  I  must  oppose  tbem,  firtily 
because  I  believe  they  are  wroDg  b  priaciple 
I  have  but  little  faith  in  govemmeuul  JKtcr 
ference  with  the  details  of  trade.  I  bire  do 
fuith  whatever  in  the  permaoeot  succms  of 
any  enterprise  which  is  led  to  look  to  the  pub^ 
lie  Treasurer  for  its  support.  1  ctn  lee  boi 
little  glory  in  adding  to  the  taiei  of  fom 
million  people  to  enable  a  few  individu&Ii 
to  run  steamships  upon  the  ocean.  Sobii^in 
are  more  likely  to  be  premiums  on  incaptci'y 
and  laziness,  and  those  who  receive  tbenip 
apt  to  care  tittle  for  the  wants  or  iccoDiac- 
dation  of  the  public.  When  leaoiog  oo  tkf 
Government  they  are  not  likelj  to  fe«l  the 
stimulus  of  healthy  competitioo. 

On  the  question  of  governmental  iaterfer 
ence  with  the  details  of  trade,  1  wiil  qooti 
from  an  authority,  if  not  any  better  tbin  tki 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  jou  will  tt  lew 
agree  that  it  is  equally  as  good  as  bii.  iitu 
written  by  plain  George  8.  Boutwell,  bcfi/n 
the  cares  of  office  had  a  chance  to  biu  hi 
better  judgment 

He  says : 

*'  Those  who  are  but  partially  aeqiuiattd  with  tibi 
means  by  whioh  favorite  measarei  and  plui  w 
dignifiMl  and  rendered  importaot  and  flasllrplictii 
on  our  atatute-books  must  be  aware  tlui  tiH 
general  utility  of  them  in  many  ifiitaooM  ii  eiOHd- 
ingly  qnestionable.  Oar  legislative  aiseobliei  in 
thronged  by  men  who  having  some  prctjeot  to  per- 
fect, are  sedulous  in  their  efforts  to  prwtot  itici 
favorable  aspect  by  those  to  whom  ia  iotn»t«dij( 
delicate  and  important  dutv  of  making  U«i.  I* 
the  efforts  of  sucn  men  may  oo  atiiibuted  tbe  du- 
erotts  laws  whioh  are  of  no  benefiL  Tbey  donai 
oome  declaring  that  such  a  measure  will  grau? 
benefit  them  or  their  friends,  bat  with  isceoiou 
declarations  of  attaohment  to  the  public  vtltia 
Trade  made  dependent  on  legislation  it.  tbtrtfon. 
extremely  preoarious  and  nneertain. 

**  There  u  no  business  in  whieh  lUbility  u» 
necessary  to  success  as  trade.  Hence  tbe  pmnitr 
of  separating  aa  mueh  as  possible  eommeroe  and  uf . 
When  left  nnrestrioted  we  may  infer  theblwinpn 
trade  will  be  diffused  as  the  light,  the  rain,  sad  df*. 
*  vivifying  all  creation.' " 

These  principles  are  sound,  and  shoalil  be 
applied  to  the  question  before  us.  Tfaii  i^^H 
or  subsidies  is  apt  to  open  the  flood-gitfi  to 
more  such  raids  on  the  Treasury,  and  oar  Got 
ernment  is  in  danger  of  becoming  a  tssI  job^ 
bing  concern.  Again,  tbe  greater  tbe  iub;i 
dies  the  greater  the  taxes  of  the  people,  and  ibm 
a  class  is  raised  up  at  the  public  expense  rbc 
are  interested  in  having  the  rest  of  die  peopii 
heavily  taxed.  The  petition  of  those  who  s» 
for  subsidies  might  justly  be  stated  as  follovi: 
Whereas  the  undersigned  are  anxious  to  no  i 
steamship  line  between  New  York  and  U^^ 
pool ;  and  whereas  we  have  neither  the  cspiuj 
nor  skill  to  build- ships  like  other  natioQ»i «» 
if  already  built  we  cannot  compete  with  iin^ 
already  in  existence :  therefore,  we  denjsM 
that  the  Government  use  its  power  to  colicct 
money  from  our  neighbors  to  start  and  Dain(|us 
us  in  this  businessi  not  for  oor  own  P^^^iJ^I 
because  it  is  necessary  for  tbe  public  good- 
Shall  such  a  proposition  be  entertained  tor  s 
moment?  . 

Secondlyi  the  experience  we  hare  urtuj 
had  is  such  as  to  lead  me  to  oppose  all  id(^' 
ures  of  mere  subsidies  to  specui  and  leieci^ 
lines  or  companies. 

The  question  of  subsidies  is  no  new  ooe  u 
the  Halls  of  Congress.  It  is  now  s  qiu^tf 
of  a  centurv  since  the  whole  matter  ^^^^ 
cussed  in  all  its  bearings,  and  it  is  reoftrnbie 
how  confident  were  the  glowing  pi^dictioM 
which  were  indulged  in  as  to  the  effects  o 
subsidizing  the  Collins  and  Bremen  lines. 

Mr.  Hahliit  said  in  the  debate  in  1850,  od 
subsidizing  the  Bremen  linci  that— 

*'The  whole  question  of  a  commercisi  ntn^ 
depends  on  the  enoouragement  wnieii  xxwf^ 
shall  give  1  this  time." 

In  1862,  when  the  additional  appropr»uo8 
for  the  Collins  line  was  up,  Mr.  Seward  «* 
that  *  *  it  was  necessary,  in  order  to  »•»*' j*^°  f 
commercial  independence  and  attain  the  w 
mate  empire  of  the  ocean/' 
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When  we  think  how  lamentably  the  predic' 
lions  of  these  shrewd  slatesmea  were  mlsified 
in  the  history  of  the  Collins  line,  we  may  well 
receive  with  donbt  similar  predictions  regard- 
ing the  effects  of  subsidies. 

it  is  troe  that  in  1854  we  did  attain  to  the 
empire  of  the  ocean,  bot  it  was  through  the 
unaided,  self  8up])ortiiig  energy  and  skill  of  the 
builders  of  our  clipper  ships,  and  not  through 
any  subsidized  companies.  Still  we  can  easily 
conceive  of  reasons  for  subsidizing  the  Collins 
line,  which  do  not  now  exist.     We  then  had  no 

f>ublic  debt,  and  but  few  taxes ;  now  we  are 
oaded  with  both,  and  it  is  not  for  us,  the 
guardians  of  tbe  people's  interestsi  to  engage 
in  doubtful  experiments  which  may  increase 
the  burdens  of  tbe  people  by  millions. 

Then,  again,  when  jBritain  subsidized  the 
Cnnard,  and  when  we  a  few  years  later,  in  1847, 
subsidized  the  Collins  line,  the  whole  question 
of  the  practicability  of  ocean  steam  navigation 
was  somewhat  of  an  experiment.  It  is  so  no 
longer.  What  was  the  reason  why  the  Collins 
line  did  not  succeed?  It  was  not,  surely,  for 
want  of  sufficient  subsidy,  for  it  received  dur- 
ing the  first  five  yeard  $8,418,966,  being  more 
than  tbe  cost  of  its  tour  steamers,  being  ^88,000 
per  trip,  amounting  to  twelve  per  cent,  annu- 
al ly  on  its  investment.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
but  that  it  failed  because  it  did  not  depend  on 
its  own  industry,  economy,  and  careful  man- 
agement for  success,  but  felt  that  it  had  the 
1  reaaorjr  of  a  great  people  behind  it.  Its  fail- 
Qre  was  humiliating  to  this  nation,  and  I  trust 
"we  will  not  put  ourselves  in  a  position  to  be 
called  on  to  endure  a  like  humiliation  a  few 
Tears  hence  by  attempting  to  restore  our  ship- 
building tbrough  a  system  of  subsidies. 

I  have  said  that  when  the  Cunard  and  Col- 
lins lines  were  subsidized — the  one  in  1840, 
and  the  other  in  1847—  the  question  of  ocean 
Bteam  navigation  was  something  of  an  experi- 
ment. Tbe  ocean  screw  steamer  was  then 
&lmoat  unknown,  and  the  old  paddle-wheel 
had  neither  the  economy,  capacity,  nor  swift- 
ness of  the  screw.  In  consequence,  lines  of 
screw  steamers  now  pay  handsomely  where 
tbe  paddle-wheels  would  have  lost  money,  it 
corroborates  the  position  I  have  taken  to  state 
that  of  all  tbe  lines  running  between  America 
and  Europe  tbe  last  one  to  adopt  the  screw 
and  tbe  last  one  to  build  its  boats  of  iron  was 
the  subsidized  Cunard  company.  Subsidies 
act  as  soporifics. 

The  luman  line  started  in  1849,  two  vears 
after  the  Collins  line,  and  without  a  dollar 
of  Government  aid,  and  has  gone  on  and 
grown  rich  and  prosperous.  For  twenty  years 
it  has  received  no  governmental  aid,  except 
what  it  earned  fairly  as  its  share  of  the 
American  postages. 

The  Jj^nglish  Government  pays  the  Cunard 
line  and  the  Inman  line  $8,600  gold  for  each 
round  trip,  which  does  not  look  a  large  sum 
wfaen  we  used  to  pay  tbe  Collins  line  $88,000 
per  trip,  almost  ten  times  as  mu^h.  Boih 
the  Cunard  and  the  Inman  line  do  not  con- 
sider the  amount  they  now  receive  from  the 
British  Government  as  an  equivalent  for  the 
deoaands  made  on  them,  and  if  it  were  not  for 
the  prestige  attached  to  carrying  the  mails 
they  would  both  prefer  to  remain  unnoticed 
by  the  Government. 

Britain  still  pays  large  subsidies,  especially 
to  lines  running  to  her  distant  possessions. 
This  she  does  from  political  and  not  commer- 
cial motives.  It  is  essential  for  her  at  any 
cost  to  have  sure  commuaication  in  her  own 
hands  with  India  and  Australia. 

On  the  Atlantic,  between  Europe  and  the 
United  States,  there  are  now  no  subsidized 
companies  except  the  French  line.  The  sums 
paid  to  the  Cunard  and  Inman  lines  are  no 
more  than  they  earn.  There  are  five  steam- 
ship lines  that  are  flourishing  that  never  asked 
an  d  never  got  a  cent  of  subsidy.  They  are  the 
Guion,  the  National,  the  Anchor,  the  Bre* 
men,  and  the  White  Star  lines.    The  competi- 


tion between  these  lines  is  great,  and  freights 
are  reasonable,  yet  forsooth  it  is  proposed  to 
tax  our  people  to  galvanise  into  a  temporary 
existence  by  subsidies  a  few  sickly  creatures 
who  cannot  live  if  exposed  to  the  free  air  of 
healthy  competition. 

This  subsidy  movement  is  in  direct  antagon- 
ism to  tbe  principles  and  spirit  of  the  age, 
and  I  am  convinced  if  any  such  measures  pass 
now,  in  a  very  few  years  tbe  people  will  de- 
mand their  repeal.  If,  which  is  far  from 
likely,  it  should  be  found  in  a  few  years  that 
this  system  bad  brought  into  existence  several 
prosperous  lines  of  steamers,  he  little  under- 
stands tbe  temper  of  the  American  people  who 
does  not  see  that  they  will  clamor  for  tbe  aboli- 
tion of  a  system  which  enables  individuals  to 
get  rich  and  prosperous  through  money  taken 
direct  from  the  hard-earned  taxes  of  the  peo- 
ple. When  the  time  of  the  repeal  comes,  then 
will  the  ship-builders  claim  remuneration. 
They  will  say  that  they  invested  in  the  stock 
and  appurtenances  necessary  for  their  busi- 
ness, and  now  Government  is  to  leave  them 
without  any  adequate  compensation.  By  adopt- 
ing such  subsidy  measures  we  wilt  be  taking  a 
false  step  from  which  we  must  retire,  before 
many  years,  with  chagrin  and  humiliation. 

Tbe  amount  of  subsidy  recommended  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  annual 
report  was  thirteen  dollars  per  ton.  Now,  we 
estimate  a  Clyde-built  mail  steamer  of  three 
thousand  tons  will  cost  £80,000^  or  $887,000 
In  gold,  and  the  Secretary  says  it  will  cost  us 
thirty  per  cent,  more  here.  Now,  thirty  per 
cent,  on  $887,000  is  $116,000  in  gold,  or 
$126,000  in  currency.  This  would  be  the  dif- 
ference against  us  on  a  three- thousand  ton 
steamer.  He  proposes,  however,  to  pay  tbe 
builder  thirteen  dollars  per  ton  for  five  years, 
or  in  all  some  $196,000,  being  $70,000  more 
than,  according  to  his  own  showing,  they  should 
receive.  He  coolly  proposes  that  more  than 
one  half  the  construction  of  every  steamer  be 
abstracted  firom  the  Treasury.  Since  he  made 
bis  annual  report  he  has  seen  the  outrageous 
character  of  such  a  proposal,  and  modified  it 
so  far  as  to  make  the  proposed  subsidy  ten 
dollars  per  ton  instead  of  thirteen  dollars,  but 
the  change  is  so  small  as  to  leave  all  the  most 
odious  features  of  the  measure  untouched. 

Is  this  subsidizing  from  the  national  Treas- 
ury to  go  on  forever  or  to  stop  at  tbe  end  of 
five  years?  Will  these  subsidies  have  reduced 
wages  or  the  price  of  material,  or  what  ?  As 
far  as  I  can  see,  five  years  hence  we  will  be  as 
far  from  a  revival  of  our  shipping  as  ever, 
unless  we  remove  the  cause  of  depression, 
namely,  the  hij^b  taxes  on  ship-building  ma- 
terial. Supposing  these  subsidies  are  voted 
firom  the  Treasury,  will  we  have  any  cheaper 
freights?  Will  the  men  who  export  the  corn, 
wheat,  pork,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  petroleum 
be  at  all  benefited?  By  no  means.  'The  nine 
lines  of  Atlantic  steamers  now  in  operation 
have  reduced  freight  so  low  that  it  will  not 
pay  for  us  to  run  a  line  without  not  only 
Duilding  the  ships,  but  also  running  them  after 
they  are  built  out  of  the  public  Treasury.  The 
western  farmer  and  southern  planter  are  to 
be  taxed  for  these  subsidies  from  which  they 
will  receive  no  benefit  whatever. 

Of  all  the  proposed  measures  to  restore  our 
commerce,  1  think  that  which  proposes  a  dis- 
criminating tax  against  foreign-built  tonnaee 
entering  the  ports  of  this  countiy-  would  be 
the  most  mischievous.  It  would  in  all  prob- 
ability be  speedily  followed  by  retaliatory 
measures  from  some,  if  not  all  foreign  Gov- 
ernments ;  but  even  if  that  did  not  follow,  tbe 
practical  effect  of  it  would  be  to  largely  reduce 
our  foreign  commerce  and  seriously  injure  the 
mercantile  interests  of  the  country.  The  for- 
eign ship-owner  will  make  up  for  the  tonnage 
tax  by  at  once  adding  a  like  amount  to  his 
charge  for  freight.  This  in  the  first  instance 
will  come  out  of  onr  merchants,  but  eventually 
oat  of  the  home  producers  and  consumers. 


Every  article  we  import  will  cost  us,niore,  and 
every  article  we  export  will  bring  us  less.  It 
will  render  our  eiports  less  able  to  compete 
in  the  markets  of  the  world  unless  the  addi- 
tional freight  comes  out  of  the  exporter.  Every 
cent  added  to  the  freight  on  a  bushel  of  wheal 
will  come  out  of  the  price  received  by  the 
farmer. 

This  proposal,  like  that  of  subsidies,  amounts 
to  nothing  more  or  less  than  an  additional  heavy 
tax  on  the  other  industries  of  the  country,  and 
put  in  such  a  form  as  likely  to  greatly  disarrange 
the  commercial  arrangements  and  calculations 
of  the  mercantile  classes.  In  fine,  I  repeat, 
the  only  simple  and  legitimate  remedy  for 
Congress  to  apply  to  revive  our  ruined  ship- 
ping is  to  reduce  taxation  on  materials  used 
for  ship  building,  and  allow  our  merchants  to 
purchase  foreign-built  vessels. 

Let  us  not  attempt  to  revive  our  commercial 
supremacy  by  anv  such  temporary,  unsatis- 
factory, short-sighted  make- shifts  as  subsi- 
dies, which  would  build  up  only  weak  and 
ephemeral  enterprises  which  would  exhaust 
the  money  and  temper  of  the  people.  Let  us 
adopt  the  natural  and  legitimate  plan  of  less- 
ening the  burden  of  taxation  under  which 
this  noble  industry  is  groaning,  and  it  will 
soon  arise  and  once  more  enter  the  lists  for 
the  empire  of  tbe  seas. 

TIBOINIA  POLITICS. 

Mr.  DUKE.  I  shall  only  detain  the  House 
a  few  moments.  When  I  entered  the  Hall  1 
had  no  idea  whatever  of  submitting  any  re- 
marks to-day ;  but  the  prepared  speech  of  my 
colleague  [Mr.  Platt]  induces  me  to  say  a 
few  words  in  reply.  I  regret  that  my  colleague 
is  not  now  in  the  Hall.  I  regret  that  he  has 
found  it  necessary,  after  firing  bis  artillery,  to 
move  to  the  rear  in  good  order.  I  should 
have  preferred  that  he  had  been  present  while 
I  make  the  few  extemporaneous  remarks  which 
I  desire  now  to  submit  to  the  House. 

My  colleague  has  told  us  that  the  laws  in 
Virginia  have  been  violated  constantly  by  the 
Democratic  or  Conservative  party,  and  he  has 
undertaken  to  give  various  iustances.  I  have 
not  the  time,  nor  have  I  tbe  materials  to  answer 
him  on  those  matters.  But  this  one  answer  1 
can  make:  every  judicial  officer  in  tbe  State 
of  Virginia  is  a  Radical.  Every  officer  of  the 
United  States  courts  in  the  State  of  Virginia 
is  a  Radical.  Every  commissioner  who  tries 
cases  on  tbe  preliminary  examination  belongs 
to  the  party  to  which  my  colleague  belongs. 
Every  juryman  who  is  summoned  in  a  Federal 
court  belongs  to  the  same  party.  Such  a  thing 
as  summoning  a  Democrat  upon  a  Federal  jury 
in  the  State  of  Virginia  would  be  like  finding 
roses  blooming  in  the  open  air  at  Christmas. 

Now,  sir,  the  enforcement  act  went  into  effect 
at  the  session  of  1869-70;  it  then  became  the 
law ;  and  yet  my  colleague  says  that  hundreds 
and  thousands  of  instances  of  offenses  have 
occurred  in  Virginia,  and  what  has  be^n  the 
result?  Why,  sir,  down  to  this  moment  no 
case  except  one  solitary  case  has  ever  been 
tried  in  tbe  State  of  Virginia  for  tbe  violation 
of  that  law,  and  in  that  solitary  case  the 
party  was  acquitted.  If,  then,  my  colleague 
18  correct  in  his  charges  that  crimes  are  com- 
mitted throughout  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, one  ot  two  things  must  be  true,  either 
that  his  charges  are  mere  myths  and  mis- 
representations, or  that  the  courts,  their 
officers,  their  juries  are  utterly  corrupt.  He 
may  take  either  horn  of  the  dilemma ;  one 
or  the  other  he  must  take,  either  that  his 
charges  are  untrue,  or  that  the  courts  and 
iuries  in  the  State  of  Virginia  are  corrupt.  I 
leave  it  to  him  to  take  which  horn  of  the 
dilemma  he  chooses.  He  tells  us  that  the 
Democratic  party,  who  are  ashamed  to  ac- 
knowledge their  name  in  Virginia,  are  guihy 
of  great  proscriptions  against  his  party.  Sir, 
the  gentleman  has  a  short  memory.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Underwood  convsn- 
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tion,  and  he  voted  for  the  conatitntion  which 
contained  in  it  a  provision  which  deprived 
nearly  every  white  man  in  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia of  the  right  to  v^^  to  hold  office,  or  to 
sit  upon  juries.  He  was  one  of  the  parties 
who  made  that  constitution.  They  w^re  not 
satisfied  with  the  l^slation  of  Congress.  They 
knew  that  in  time  the  Congress  ot  the  United 
States  would  relent,  and  therefore  he  was  in- 
strumental in  having  put  into  that  constitution 
a  provision  that  no  man  should  vote,  hold 
office,  or  serve  as  a  juror  who  had  ever  sym- 
pathized with  the  southern  people  in  the  late 
war.  He  talks  aboutproscriptioii  1  And  then 
he  tells  us  about  gerrymandering.  Why,  sir, 
that  very  convention  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber, and  a  leading  member,  gerrymandered 
the  State  of  Virginia  in  the  formation  of  its 
congressional  districts  in  Such  a  way  as  never 
was  witnessed  anywhere  before.  I  wish  I 
could  sketch  it.  lake,  sir,  one  example ;  that 
of  the  city  of  Richmond.  Richmond  was  given 
by  that  convention  five  representatives  in  the 
Liegislatnre ;  the  county  ot  Henrico  was  given 
three  representatives ;  hut  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond had  a  slight  Conservative  majority,  and 
the  county  of  Henrico  was  believed  to  be  Rad- 
ical, and  therefore  that  gentleman  .and  his 
friends  tacked  the  two  together  and  gave  them 
eight  representatives  in  the  Legislature,  with 
the  hope  that  they  might  thus  control  eight 
votes. 

Then,  as  to  his  charge  about  not  permitting 
colored  men  to  vote,  he  is  very  innocent  I 
He  does  not  know  anything  about  what  is  done 
in  the  way  of  a  violation  of  the  law.  Why, 
sir,  he  reminds  me  somewhat  of  the  heathen 
Chinee  who  played  a  game  with  Bill  Nye.  He 
did  not  understand  the  game  at  all,  but  yet  the 
Chinaman  had  twenty- tour  packs  up  his  sleeve 
when  Bill  Nye  only  had  four  aces,  and  that  is 
the  way  in  which  the  gentleman  and  his  friends 
played  with  us  Democrats  in  Virginia. 

Now,  as  I  said  here  on  a  former  occasion, 
respectable  citizens  in  my  county  have  been 
arrested  without  a  shadow  of  authority,  and 
the  gentleman  cannot  deny  the  charge.  They 
were  arrested  and  carried  off  a  httn£red  nules 
from  their  homes,  and  compelled  to  pay  large 
fees,  and  yet  every  one  of  them  was  discharged 
by  the  United  States  eonimis'sioner,  himself  a 
Radical,  because  there  was  not  a  shadow  of 
evidence  against  them.  I  would  remark  about 
this  question  of  voting  that  the  gentleman 
knows  that  there  is  sneh  a  thing  as  repeating, 
and  I  have  heard  it  said  (I  do  sot  know  it  of 
my  own  knowledge)  that  this  was  a  practice. 
They  voted  their  men  atone  precinct,  and  then 
earned  them  to  another  and  arranged  them  in 
line  and  tried  to  vote  them  again,  the  object 
being  that  when  the  polk  closed  at  night  it 
might  be  said  they  had  not  voted  all  their  men, 
and  therefore  might  come  to  Congress  and  get 
them  to  reconstruct  us  again.  I  have  under- 
stood that  this  was  done  at  various  points,  and 
I  have  reason  to  believe  it. 

Now,  what  did  they  do  in  the  election  in 
Richmond  city  ?  They  imported  colored  liien 
from  aU  the  connti^y  round  and  voted  them  as 
occasion  required.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is,  but 
I  understand  that  they  bring  these  men  here  to 
Washington  before  an  election.  Certain  it  is 
that  they  brought  them  to  Richmond  city,  and 
kept  them  there  in  the  custom-house,  and  then 
voted  them  when  some  of  them  hod  not  been 
in  the  city  twenty-four  hours.  Of  course  it 
was  the  right  and  duty  of  the  officers  of  the 
election  to  investigate  those  matters  and  ascer- 
tain whether  those  parties  had  the  right  to 
vote. 

The  gentleman  in  his  remarks  has  chosen  to 
make  an  attack  upon  the  judiciary  of  my  State. 
Sir,  I  will  not  undertake  to  defend  that  judi- 
ciary from  those  charges.  It  is  a  judiciary 
which  has  ever  stood  pure  and  nncorrupt  and 
incorruptible.  I  might  as  well  talk  about  de- 
fending the  king  of  the  forest  from  the  attack  of  a 
chinch-bug  as  to  talk  about  defending  the  judi- 


ciary of  Virginia  from  the  assaults  of  my  col- 
league. I  have  been  induced  to  make  these 
few  remarks  because  of  the  assaults  of  my 
colleague  upon  my  people  and  my  State. 
Knowing  his  antecedents,  I  thought  it  but 
right  that  they  should  also  be  made  known  to 
the  country. 

OlYIL  SBBVIOB. 

Mr.  HAVENS  asked  and  obtained  unani- 
mous consent  to  have  printed  iu  the  Qlobe 
some  remarks  he  had  prepared  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  civil  service.     [See  Appendix.] 

ST.  JOSEPH  POST  OFFICB. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Missouri.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  had  the  honor  at  the  last  session  of  this 
Congress  to  introduce  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
erection  of  a  Government  building  for  the  use 
of  the  post  office,  custom-house,  internal  reve- 
nue office,  and  United  States  courts  at  St. 
Joseph,  Missouri.  Now,  although  this  bill  pro- 
vides for  an  improvement  local  in  its  charac- 
ter, yet  a  principle  is  involved  in  appropria- 
tions of  this  nature  which  is  coextensive  with 
the  nation,  and  for  this  reason  I  deem  it 
proper  and  appropriate  that  I  should  occupy 
the  time  of  the  House  while  I  briefly  present 
to  it  a  few  of  the  many  reasons  why  not  onlj 
this  appropriation  bnt  many  others  of  a  like 
character  should  be  made. 

We  are  told  that  the  Government  cannot 
<ifford  to  erect  so  many  buildings  at  this  time. 
Do  gentlemen  who  take  this  position  know 
that  the  wealth  of  a  nation  is  not  alone  in  the 
money  it  may  have  hoarded  up  in  its  vaults? 
Its  wealth  consists  to  a  great  extent  in  the 
development  of  its  internal  material  resources, 
and  it  is  by  this  means  that  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  of  the  people  of  a  nation  are  pro- 
moted* And  when  a  nation  unlocks  its  treas- 
uxy  and  takes  from  its  strong-box  sufficient  of 
its  money  to  bring  into  existence  buildings  in 
which  the  business  of  its  people  may  be  trans- 
acted, can  it  be  truthfully  said  that  the  money 
so  expended  is  thrown  away?  Does  it  not  re- 
ceive more  than  an  equivalent  for  the  money  it 
expends?  Does  not  the  building  remain,  and 
when  it  is  located  in  a  prosperous  and  thriving 
city  like  St.  Joseph,  is  it  not  increasing  in 
value  from  the  very. time. its  first  foundation 
stone  is  laid  ? 

Then,  what  becomes  of  the  objection  that 
we  as  a  nation  cannot  afford  the  expenditure 
of  money  for  this  purpose  ?  We  are  simply 
changing  the  character  of  our  wealth ;  simply 
causing  it  to  assume  a  form  more  permanent 
in  it» character,  more  tangible  in  its  nature, 
and  causing  that  wealth  to  confer  blessing 
and  benefits  upon  our  people  for  which,  m 
the  coming  ages,  they  will  rise  up  and  call  us 
blessed.  There  are  many  who  take  the  posi- 
tion that  as  the  Post  Office  Department  does 
not  pay  its  way,  that  because  a  deficiency  may 
be  charged  to  it  annually,  therefore  if  a  public 
building  proposed  to  be  erected  is  to  be  used  as 
a  post  office,  it  ought  not  to  be  erected.  Does 
not  the  Government  have  to  pay  rent,  and  in 
many  cases  amounting  to  much  more  than  the 
interest  on  the  cost  price  of  the  building? 

This  Department  of  the  Government  never 
was  intended  as  a  direct  source  of  revenue. 
The  primary  object  of  its  organization  was 
not  that  it  should  be  self  sustaining.  It  was 
designed  by  the  wisdom  of  thatphilanthropic 
and  philosophic  statesman,  Franklin,  and 
others  who  agreed  with  him  in  the  idea  of  its 
organization,  to  confer  the  blessings  of  intel- 
ligence, commerce,  and  civilization  on  the  peo- 
ple, and  as  a  handmaiden  of  these  elements 
of  man's  happiness,  right  well  does  it  do  its 
work.  Suppose  it  is  not  self-eustaining ;  what 
of  it  ?  Is  tne  Army  self-sustaining  ?  Does  not 
the  Navy  have  an  annual  deficit  charged  to  its 
account?  And  yet,  because  the  Army  con- 
sumes and  does  not  produce,  I  hardly  think 
gentlemen  would  be  willing  to  abolish  the 
Army ;  and  because  the  Navy  is  not  a  direct 
sonrce.of. revenue,  I  am. unwilling  to  believe 


that  gentlemen  are  quite  ready  to  seeitatept 
from  the  ocean. 

While  the  Army  and  the  Nary  are  neeen- 
ties,  the  Post  Office  Department,  with  its  ^& 
system  for  carrying  the  mails,  ita  pott  of&ce 
buildings  and  all  iis attributes,  its benefiund 
a  blessing  indispensable  to  the  bQiiDeeof  ibe 
country,  to  its  intelligence,  ita  pleasare,  and 
its  happiness ;  and  every  dollar  ipeni  by  ibe 
Government  in  this  direction  is  spent  directly 
in  the  interest  of  the  people.  The  more fkciti- 
ties  you  afford  this  Department  of  the  Go? 
ornment,  the  more  benefits  yoa  confer  on  the 
people  who  maintain  that  OovemmeDl  h  ii 
one  of  the  great  agencies  of  eduettioo  in  thi: 
age.  This  postal  system  of  oats  is  one  of  ibe 
great  incentives  to  education.  By  means  of 
it  that  mighty  element  of  civilization  and  pro 
gress  and  the  elevation  of  the  human  noe, 
the  printing  press,  is  enabled  to  seauer  broad- 
cast, even  to  the  moet  disrant  parts  of  tiin 
land,  as  the  leaves  of  the  forestare  acaiteradbt 
the  frosts  of  autumn,  from  a  thoassod  atriB- 
ing  presses,  hundreds  and  thoasaoda  of  )oar 
nals  which — 

**  The  people*!  ricbta  maiotaii, 
Unawed  by  influence,  and  anoribtd  bj  caia." 

Through  this  agency  the  power  of  the  prea 
is  felt  beneath  every  maa's  roof  tne,  aad 
every  ciiizen,  through  the  postal  fkciliticf  of 
the  country,  is  enabled,  whan  he  ^nits  hii 
workshop,  his  plow,  his  counter,  hia  oSe^ 
to  find  awaiting  him  on  his  niom  frpa  hi 
daily  toil  a  newspaper  contsuniog  in  its  col- 
umns ably  written  articles  on  science,  ob  icli 
gion,  on  politics,  on  liberty,  oo  lav,  all  going  to 
increase  that  store  of  golden  knowled^  wbtck 
is  the  safeguard  of  the  Repnblie,  which  iitb 
very  sheet-anchor  of  our  national  existeace. 

The  postal  Departasent  of  this  Oorernaieot. 
aided  by  the  telegraph  of  the  country,  is  dois; 
more  to-dav  to  disaeminsue  intelligence,  aod  to 
elevate  and  make  the  men  and  wumeo  of  this 
country  better  ciuzens  than  any  other  agaociei 
we  have  in  the  hand.  Yea,  even  mon*;  tiiii 
Department  is  doin^  more  to  inenlcate  fetiisp 
of  loyalty  and  patriotism,  and  streogthen  ti-« 
Ues  of  fnendship  in  the  heart  of  the  citizes 
than  any  other  branch  of  the  Govemffleot 

By  means  of  the  mail  and  thetekgrsi'BUiB' 
and  spaiie  have  been  comparatively  oblitei^i^j- 
The  people  are  placed  side  bv  side  with  taA 
other.  The  faeilitiea  for  domg  bosioess  arf 
increased.  The  internal  and  eitemal  co«p 
merce  of  the  country  is  developed  and  m 
mighty  civilizer  of  our  nation  ahowen  c^ 
blessings  and  benefits  upon  the  ciiizeo  er«7 
where.  AH  men,  whether  of  the  Koith,  tie 
South,  the  East,  or  the  West,  through  its  igea^ 
more  than  any  other,  are  made  to  feel  of 
blessings  and  benefits  conferred  by  a  po'f 
fulyet  beneficent  Qovemmeot.  It  ha9iatt> 
operations  under  the  hand  of  wiae  ^^■^!^: 
crossed  this  vast  continent,  sad  earned  afu 
iaation  after  it  Its  Messiogs,  like  the  den 
of  heaven,  have  fallen  on  rich  aad  V^^^!r\ 

GenUemen  tell  me  that  we  cannot  f^ri 
at  this  time  to  increase  the  fiuiUues  of  m 
Department  of  the  Government    The/  » 
we  are  too  poor  to  build  public  bniWioj" 
which  the  postal  Departmeui  can  tiansfct  w 
business.    As  a  simple  business  V^^^. 
am  at  a  loss  to  see  what  injaiy  ^/'^T, 
ment  sustains  by  the  erectioa  of  baUdifl|<tB» 
are  all  the  time  increasing  in  vals*.  ^a 
erected  now  they  they  will  be  worth  w 
years  twice  what  it  cost  to  build  th«n.  .    . 

But  whether  this  be  true  or  not,  I  vm^^ 
that  the  duties  of  the  Governrnent  and  ije^ 
izens  are  reciprocal.  AUegiance  in  the  tsit^^ 
sense,  which  comprehends  obedience  to  ■ 
and  a  strict  performance  of  eveiy  r«?° 
duty,  is  due  from  the  ciiisen,  ^^^i'j"^**^. 
cise  of  every  power  possessed  by  the  w) 
ment,  that  may  contribute  to  the  ^eli»r«  J^ 
happiness  of  the  citisen,  is  due  from  the  u^^ 
ernment  to  the  citizen.  Therefore  »«  "*^, 
Utive  brandi  of  this  GoTeroBenl  oagUi  ^ 
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>iily  to  pass  tli«  bill  introduced  by  me,  bat  it  is 
U  aoty  to  do  it  And  we  are  only  discharg- 
Dg  a  part  of  the  daty  we  owe  Uie  nation  as 
ts  Repreaentatives,  when  we  judidoasly  vote 
noney  for  this  parpose. 

No  member  of  this  Hoose  should  be  fright- 
ened from  a  performance  of  his  duty  hy  the 
:xy  that  '^  we  canaot  afford  it  at  this  time.'' 

Did  we  not  when  we  were  bleeding  at  every 
jore,  when  we  were  in  the  very  agony  of  de- 
I  pair,  when  the  very  life  of  the  nation  was  in 
lire  peril,  undertake  and  by  means  of  land 
grants  and  subsidies  carry  on  to  coapletion 
,be  most  giganiio  fuiblic  improvement  of  an- 
ient or  mcraern  times?  No  such  cry  as  ''We 
ire  not  able ''  was  heard  from  tbe  brave  men 
)vho  aided  this  great  entezjorise  in  the  shape 
>f  the  Pacific  railroad.  They  aided  it,  and 
Kept  on  aiding  it  until  they  saw  the  hoof  of 
.be  iron  horse  strike  fire  from  the  flinty  summit 
sf  the  Rocky  mountains,  and  until  they  saw 
lim  breathing  forth  from  his  nostrils  fire  and 
»moke  as  he  plui^ed  down,  down  toward  the 
>etiiog  sun,  until  finally  he  lauded  unharmed 
n  the  very  golden  gates  of  that  great  land  be- 
yond the  mountains.  Have  they  had  to  wait 
or  a  vindication  of  their  policy  at  the  hands  of 
sosterity  ?  No  $  the  enterprise  was  too  grand 
or  that ;  the  work  was  too  great  for  that. 

The  world  in  this  age  moves  too  rapidly » 
1 11  d  is  too  just  for  any  such  delay  as  this.  Toe 
)laodits  ot  millions  of  American  freemen  are 
o  day  sweet  muftic  i&  the  ears  of  the  men  wbo 
n  that  case  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  pro- 
press  and  development  of  the  nation.  So  it 
vill  be  with  ns  if  we  are  judicious  in  making 
iberal  appropriations  of  money  for  the  erec 
ion  of  public  buildings,  and  all  other  enter- 
)rise8  which  will  confer  substantial  benefits 
m  the  people.  Th^  citizens  of  this  nation, 
lot  only  of  this  generation,  but  those  who  are 

0  live  in  coming  time,  will  bless  us  for  our 
'ffbrta  in  behalf  of  the  interest  and  welfare  of 
be  people. 

But  you  ask  why  should  an  appropriation 
>f  this  kind  be  maae  to  St.  Joseph?  Listen 
ind  I  will  tell  you.  Scarcely  more  than  thirty 
^ears  ago  there  might  have  been  seen  passing 
tp  the  Missouri  river  from  St.  Louis,  then  but 
i  villaga  comparatively,  a  goutletnan  of  keen 
lercepiion,  ot  great  foresL(ht,  and  of  generous 
m pulses;  a  man  who  oesired  to  labor  for 
oankind  rather  than  himself;  one  of  those 
iright  ornaments  of  our  race  whose  whole 
le^rt  and  soul  was  engaged  in  the  grand 
ibject  of  bcuefitiog  his  fellows.  He  had 
raveled  much.  He  was  familiar  >with  the 
7 hole  western  country.  He  had  seen  the 
li^souri  far,  up  in  the  mountains,  even  to 
IS  very  source.  He  had  followed  the  banks 
f  the  mightjr  Mississippi  ixom  its  delta  to 
fbere  it  terminated  in  istn  insignificant  lake. 
ia  had  been  all  over  what  is  now  the  great 
states  of  Indiana,  Illinois,  Iowa,  Michigan, 
iitinesota,  £ansaa.  Nebra^kai  and  Missouri. 
ie  had  seen  the  fiMgs  of  Fxance  and  Spain 
ii»appear  from  that  portion  of  our  continent 
rbicn  was  destined  to  be  ours,  and  he  rejoiced 
t  it.  The  promptings  of  his  great  heart  im- 
elled  him  to  the  idea  that  it  was  his  duty  to 
Bsiat  in  the  development  of  the  |;reat  West. 
o,  after  trading  with  the  Indiami  for  some 
ears,  he,  like  the  patriarchs  of  oild,  determ- 
led  to  build  a  city,  and  thus  rear  an  endnr- 
ig  monument  to  his  memory.     He  visited 

1  any  placea  to  select  a  aaitable  site.  Among 
thera  the  place  where  the  city  of  Chioago  now 
Lands,  and  never  was  his  keen  peroeption 
uiafied  until  his  practical  eye  resuid  on  the 
irtile  soil,  the  beaatiful  prairies,  the  £ne  tim- 
er lands,  and  the  magnificent  water-courses 
f  northwestern  Missouri.  There  he  beheld  a 
gantry  now  called  **tbe  Platte  purdiase," 
bich  thirty- five  years  ago  was  the  home  of 
le  Indian  and  the  buffalo,  but  which  is 
ow  covered  with  beautiful  farmsi  prosperous 
iwna,  thriving  villages,  and  great  and  grow- 
ig  cities,  and  the  richness  of  Uie  soil  of  which 
Kocds  the  far-famed  valley  of  the  Nile.    Here 


he  at  once  saw  that  God  and  nature  marked 
out  a  place  for  a  great  city.  Here  be  built  a 
eiur. 

l^eed  I  tali  any  western  naan  that  I  allude 
to  that  hardy  pioneer  and  grand  old  patriarch 
of  the  West,  J[pseph  Roubideaux?  Need  I 
say  to  any  man  who  faaa  ever  been  in  the 
ereat  State  of  Missouri  that  the  city  whose 
toimdations  were  laid  by  him  is  the  one  bear- 
ing his  name,  the  queen  city  of  the  Missouri 
vall^ — ^St.  Joseph?  The  old  man  has  been 
gathered  to  bis  fathers,  but  he  has  left  a  mon- 
ument as  enduring  as  time  and  as  eternal  as 
the  everlasting  bills—a  monument  in  the  shape 
of  the  bright,  beautiful,  prosperous,  and  ener- 
getic city  of  St.  Joseph,  with  her  twenty-five 
thousand  people,  who  for  energy,  enterprise, 
intelligottce^  and  determination  to  win  in  the 
might|y  struggle  of  life  cannot  be  excelled 
anywhere  on  tbis  continent — citizens  who  have 
ever  been  ready  to  put  theii*  shoulders  to  the 
wheel  of  fortune  and  push  it  forward. 

This  city,  from  the  time  its  first  foundation- 
stonjd  was  liud  by  the  hardy  old  frontiersman 
to  the  preaent  hour,  has  constantly  gone  on- 
ward and  upward.  She  was  struck  by  the 
thunderbolt  of  war,  but  the  zeal  and  energy  of 
her  citizens  was  unfiugging.  While  her  young 
men  went  forth  to  battle  in  defense  of  our 
nation,  her  old  men  ware  Jayiof  plans  for  a 
^ad  strike  forward  in  the  race  ior  supremacy 
in  the  central  Missouri  valley.  To-day  we 
behpld  her  the  second  city  in  point  of  wealth 
and  enterprise  in  the  great  State  of  Missouri ; 
a  city  whose  business  men  do  a  business  which 
in  1871  amounted  to  $26,000,000;  a  city  whose 
merohaata  last  year  oold  of  in^)orted  goods 
alone  4,900,800  pounds  of  coffee,  1^000 
pounds  of  tea,  3,994,493  pounds  of  sugar, 
$1§0,000  worth  of  hardwace  and  cutlery,  be- 
sides a  large  amount  of  apices,  dried  fruits, 
diTu^s,  dry  and  famcy  foods,  tobaiooo,  and  cigars : 
a  ciiy  situated  in  the  center  of  a  district  of 
country  jtravacaed  by  the  following  important 
lines  of  completed  xailroad:  the  Hannibal 
and  $1,  Joseph  railroad,  which  crosses  the 
State  and  connects  St  Joseph  directly  with 
the  State  of  Illinois  and  the  city  of  Chicago, 
beftoff  two  hundred  and  six  miles  in  length; 
the  Missouri  Valley  railroad,  running  from 
St.  Joseph  directly  north,  crossing  the  rich  and 
beautiful  counties  of  Andrew  and  Nodaway  in 
the  State  of  Missouri,  and  penetratinethe  mag- 
nificent country  of  southern  Iowa,  and  connect- 
ing v^ith  the  Burlington  and  Missouri  Biver 
railroad,  thus  giving  another  line  to  Chicago ; 
the  Su  Joseph  and  Council  Bluflb  railroad, 
running  northward  to  Council  Bluffs  and  con- 
nectitig  with  .the  Union  Pacific  xaihroad  at  that 
pointy  and  running  southward  to  Kansas  City 
and  connecting  us  at  that  point  with  St.  Louis, 
southwest  Missouri,  southern  Kansas^  the  In- 
dian territory,  and  ultimately  Texas,  New  Mex- 
ico, and  Arizona;  tbei9t.  Louiaand  SU  Joseph 
railroad,  which  gives  ua  a  direct  route  to  St. 
Louiaover  the  North  Missouri  railroad ;  the  St. 
Joseph  and  Denver  raiiroadf  which  crosses  the 
river  at  St.  Joseph,  and  runs  directly  west 
through  northern  Kansas  to  a  junction  with 
the  Union  Pacific  at  Fort  Kearney,  Nebraska, 
being  when  completed  two  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  miles  in  Umgth,  and  which  will  be  com- 
pleted in  October  of  the  present  year,  and 
when  completed  will  place  Sl  Joseph  on  almost 
an  air  line  of  railroads  connecting  the  Atlantic 
with  the  Pacific  sea-board,  and  giving  a  line  of 
railroad  seventy  miles  ahorter  firom  the  Mis- 
sonri  river  to  Denver  and  the  Rocky  mount- 
aina  than  any  other  line  yet  projected ;  the 
Central  Branch  Union  Pacific  railroad,  which, 
by  the  terms  of  its  charter,  starts  from 
St.  Joseph  and  runa  via  Atchison.  This  road 
connects  tis  directly  with  the  very  heart  of 
oeniial  Kansas.  And  I  may  mention  other 
railroads  which  have  been  projected  and  will 
doubtless  soon  be  built:  the  Burlington  and 
Southwestern  road,  from  Burlington,  Iowa  ,to 
St.  Joseph,  and  the  St.  Joseph  ai^d  Manhat- 
tan road,  ficom    St.  Joseph  to    Manhattan, 


Kansas;  these  to  connect  with  the  Kansas 
Pacific  road.  These  roads  have  all  been  pro- 
jected and  very  materially  aided  in  their  con- 
struction by  the  energy  and  enterprise  of  the 
citizens  of  St.  Joseph. 

And  all  this  has  been  done  in  the  short  space 
of  fifteen  years.  Nor  is  this  all  that  baa  been 
accomplished  by  the  people  of  my  city.  They 
have  built  up  splendid  blocks  of  business  houses 
that  will  com'pare  favorably  with  houses  of  alike 
character  in  any  city.  They  have  laid  out  and 
improved  streets.  They  have  curbed  the  mighty 
current  of  the  surging  Missouri  river.  Out  of 
their  own  pockets  they  have  projected,  and 
have  already  half  completed,  a  magnificent 
railroad  and  wagon-road  bridge  across  the 
Missouri,  thns  uniting  Kansas  and  Missouri 
by  the  bonds  of  commerce  more  firmly  than 
ever  could  be  done  by  simple  legal  enactments. 

St.  Joseph  has  six  banking  institutions, 
which  control  a  capital  of  many  millions.  She 
is  the  great  mart  for  the  millions  of  bushels 
of  corn  and  wheat,  and  for  the  cattle,  hogs, 
horses,  mules,  and  live  stock  •of  all  kinds 
brought  to  her  from  northern  Missouri,  south- 
ern  lowa,  northern  Kansas,  and  southern 
Nebraska.  Notwithstanding  her  people  have 
been  absorbed  in  the  material  development 
of  the  city  and  the  country  surrounding  it, 
they  have  not  neglected  the  education  of  her 
youth.  Her  free  schools  are  not  to  be  excelled 
anywhere  ;  her  private  institutions  of  learn" 
ing  are  or  the  first  order;  and  last,  but  not 
least,  notwithstanding  her  people  have  bent 
every  energy  in  the  prosecution  of  public  en- 
terprises, &e  pays  her  debts,  and  her  credit 
to-day  in  the  money  markets  of  the  East  is 
first  class,  and  her  paper  is  *' gilt-edged.'' 

Then,  can  it  be  said  that  a  city  of  this  im- 
portance does  not  require  a  Government 
building?  St.  Joseph  ia  already  a  port  of 
delivery,  and  her  trade  to-day  demands  that 
aba  should  be  a  port  of  entry.  Besides,  let 
me  say  further,  that  for  ten  years  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  has  had  its  post 
office  in  one  of  the  meanest  buildings  of^tho 
city — a  building  that  the  people  became 
ashamed  of,  and  finally  they  went  to  work 
and  secured  a  creditaole  one,  the  Govern- 
ment refusing  to  pay  but  $1,000  rent,  the 
Ceople,  in  order  to  secure  a  building  of  suita- 
le  character,  and  one  that  would  reflect  credit 
on  the  city,  and  not  be  a  disgrace  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, paying  the  remainder  of  the  rent, 
amounting  to  about  two  thousand  dollars  addi- 
tional. 

Doea  thia  Government  desire  to  impose  this 
additional  tax  on  a  people  whose  city  pays 
more  revenue  into  the  coffers  of  the  Treasury 
than  any  other  city  in  the  State,  except  St. 
Louis?  To  do  so  appears  to  me  to  be  a  little 
ungenerous,  not  to  say  unjust.  And  I  am  sat- 
isfied that  when  members  of  this  House  hot 
come  to  understand  our  waota  and  the  re* 
aonrcea  of  our  great  country,  th^  will  be  will- 
ing to  aid  ua  and  benefit  the  Government  by 
voting  this  appropriation  that  is  now  asked  for. 
And  particularly  will  th^  be  willing  to  do 
thia  when  they  remember  that  I  atand  here  aa 
the  direct  and  immediate  Repreaentative  on 
this  floor  of  206,621  people,  in  whose  name  I 
ask  this  appropriation.  Why^  sir,  we  find  in 
this  district  (only  one  of  tbe  nine  in  the  State) 
more  people  than  are  in  the  whole  States  of 
Nevada  and  Delaware  combined;  almost  as 
many  as  are  in  the  States  of  Delaware  and 
Oregon  combined;  almost  two  thirds  as 
many  aa  the  entire  population  of  Vermont ; 
almoat  twice  aa  many  as  ai«  in  the  State  of 
Nebraska ;  more  than  there  are  in  the  entire 
State  of  Florida ;  almost  as  many  as  there  are 
in  the  entire  State  of  Rhode  Island ;  almost 
half  as  many  as  there  are  in  the  State  of  West 
Vir^nia ;  almost  two  thirds  aa  many  as  there 
are  m  the  State  of  Kansas ;  almost  one  third  aa 
many  aa  there  are  in  Maine,  and  one  fourth 
aa  many  as  there  are  in  the  entire  State  of 
Texaa. 

Now,  this  population  ia  one  which  appears 
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to  have  been  too  far  removed  from  the  inflo- 
encea  which  have  heretofore  controlled  the 
Government  to  secare  many  of  the  benefits 
arising  from  appropriations  made  by  it.  Yet 
the  people  of  tbe  West,  of  all  others,  stand 
more  in  need  of  public  improvements  of  this 
character.  They  are  the  men  and  women  of  this 
nation  who  in  times  past  left  the  older  States 
and  started  for  what  were  then  the  western 
wilds  to  build  up  new  homes  for  themselves, 
and  to  carve  out  a  new  destiny  for  them- 
selves and  their  posterity.  They  have  sub- 
dued nature.  They  have  overcome  tbe  hard- 
ships of  frontier  life.  They  have  built  up 
new  homes  for  themselves.  They  have  carved 
out  a  uew  destiny,  nOt  only  for  themselves 
but  for  the  nation.  I  say  all  honor  is  due 
to  tbe  men  and  women  who  have  made  the 
western  wilds  rejoice,  and  her  prairies  to 
blossom  as  the  rose. 

Then  it  will  not  do  for  gentlemen  to  say,  when 
they  are  asked  to  encourage  and  assist  the  West, 
*^  We  cannot  afford  it,''  or  **  Such  assistance 
is  not  needed."  We  can  afford  it,  and  it  is 
needed;  and  every  dollar  the  Government 
anchors  in  the  Slate  of  Missouri  will  come 
back  to  her  a  thousand- fold.  You  and  I  will 
yet  live  to  see  her  the  greatest  in  the  grand 
sisterhood  of  States.  We  will  see  her  iron- 
ribbed  mountains,  within  the  next  decade, 
furnisbing  iron  for  the  whole  world.  We  will 
hear  the  sweet  music  of  the  anvil  chorus  ring- 
ing out  from  a  thousand  forges  along  the  base 
of  her  mighty  mountains  of  weahh  which  line 
her  southern  border,  and  which  are  even  now 
beckoning  the  capital  of  the  world  to  profitable 
investment  there.  We  will  hear,  iu  the  ten 
years  to  come,  in  almost  every  town  and  city 
within  her  confines,  tbe  humming  of  the  spin- 
dle and  the  clanging  of  the  loom.  We  already 
see  her  produce,  in  the  shape  of  her  corn,  her 
bacun,  her  live  stock,  her  wheat,  her  hemp, 
her  fruit,  and  her  witie,  in  every  mart  in  this 
nation,  as  well  as  many  of  the  Old  World. 

Then  I  ask  gentlemen  to  give  due  consider- 
ation to  every  proposition  that  looks  to  the 
development  of  this  great  State,  and  I  ask  them 
to  assist  in  supplying  a  necessity  which  has 
been  long  felt  iu  one  uf  her  chief  cities.  This 
appropriation  has  been  asked  for  by  my  people 
for  jeurs,  because  they  knew  it  was  an  actual 
necessity  for  their  accommodation,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Government.  The  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  Missouri  has  memorialized  this 
Congress  for  this  appropriation.  But  why 
dwell  longer  on  this  subject?  The  building  is 
demanded  by  the  wants  of  the  people,  and 
required  by  the  business  interests  of  ttie  Gov- 
ernment. Ihat  Government  is  able  to  build  it. 
Then  why  not  do  it?  Why  not  plant  in  that 
growing,  prosperous  city  another  evidence  of 
the  desire  of  tbe  Government  to  benefit  and 
assidt  its  people?  Why  not  be  equally  as  gen- 
erous to  the  people  of  the  West  as  to  those  of 
the  Kast?  Have  not  many  towns  and  cities  in 
New  England  and  in  all  the  older  States  re- 
ceived appropriations  of  this  kind  when  they 
were  not  wanted  one  half  as  much  as  they  are 
in  this  young  ciiv  of  the  West?  Gentlemen 
on  this  floor  and  elsewhere  must  remember 
that  **  westward  the  course  of  empire  takes  its 
way  i"  that  to-day  the  watohword  is — 

••  To  tbe  West,  to  the  West,  to  the  land  of  the  free; 
WHere  tbe  uiishty  Missouri  rolls  down  to  the  sea: 
wbere  a  man  is  a  man  if  be  is  williDg  to  toil : 
Where  he's  a  freeman  if  willioc  to  gather  the  fruits 
of  the  soil." 

Uer  strength  here  and  elsewhere  is  increas- 
ing daily,  and  the  day  is  not  far  distant  when 
the  political  power  of  this  nation  will  be  found 
in  the  great  valleys  of  the  two  great  rivers  of 
the  world.  Be  just  and  generous  to  that  peo- 
ple now.  You  may  need  their  assistance  in 
the  future,  as  j^ou  have  in  the  past,  in  sustain- 
ing the  Government  of  our  common  country. 
It  will  always  be  given  in  the  future  as  freely 
as  ii  has  been  in  ihe  past,  and  all  that  will  be 
asked  in  return  is  that  simple  justice  which  is 
due  to  the  citizens  of  every  section  of  the 
country. 


Mr.  HAVENS.  I  move  that  the  House 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  accord- 
ingly (at  four  o'clock  and  fifty  minatos  p.  m.) 
the  House  adjourned. 

PSnTIONS. 

The  following  petitions  were  presented  under 
the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate  com- 
mittees  * 

By  Mr.  BIRD:  The  petition  of  citizens  of 
New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey,  recommending 
the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1788,  allowing 
totally  and  partially  disabled  soldiers  and  sea- 
men increased  pensions. 

By  Mr.  DUNNELL :  Thepetition  of  Georxe 
A.  Millekin  and  40  others,  of  Minnesota,  ask- 
ing the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1788. 

By  Mr.  HOAR:  The  petition  of  George 
Crompton,  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts,  for 
condemned  cannon  for  soldiers'  monument  in 
that  chj. 

By  Mr.  L.  MYERS :  The  petition  of  Thomaa 
Warker,  for  the  passage  of  an  act  allowing  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  to  hear  his  applica- 
tion for  an  extension. 
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IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  April  8,  1872. 
Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  Nkw- 

,  b:  D, 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  Friday 
last  was  read  and  approved. 

MRS.  FRANGK8  A.  m'kINNBT. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, asking  for  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1866)  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  Frances  A.  McKinney. 

Mr.  TRUMBQLL.  1  move  that  the  Senate 
insist  on  its  amendment  disagreed  to  by  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  agree  to  the 
conference  asked  by  the  House. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Vice 
President  was,  by  unanimous  consent,  au- 
thorized to  appoint  the  conferees  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate. 

HOUSK  BILL  BBFBRBBD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2208)  to  improve  the 
navigation  of  the  Ohio  river  and  its  tributa- 
ries, was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

ORDBR  OF  B08INB88. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  take  up  House  bill  No. 
1930,  relating  to  proposals  and  contracts  for 
transportation  of  the  mails,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Minnesota  asks  unanimous  consent  to 
take  up  the  bill  indicated  by  him,  subject  to 
the  morning  business,  for  action  to-day. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  think  the  morning 
business  should  be  gone  through  with  first. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  is 
made. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Then  I  give  notice  that  as 
soon  as  the  morning  business  is  disposed  of  I 
shall  move  to  take  up  this  bill. 

KANSAS  SBNATOBIAL  BLB0TI0N8. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  received  from  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Kansas  what  seems 
to  be,  and  what  is,  a  certified  printed  copy  of 
a  report  of  a  joint  committee  of  investigation 
aopointed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  of 
Kansas.  It  is  the  matter  which  was  referred 
to  some  days  ago  when  we  had  only  a  news- 
paper report  on  the  subject.  This  seems  to 
be  an  official  copy  which  I  received  this  morn- 
ing, and  1  suppose  the  Vice  President  must 
also  have  received  a  similar  copy. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  was 
about  to  state  that  after  the  moroing  banness 


was  concluded,  as  this  was  likely  to  give  rix 
to  debate,  he  proposed  to  present  it,  u  k 
relates  to  a  questiou  of  privilege ;  bat  he  wi9 
present  it  now  with  a  letter  aceoaipanyio{  h 
from  tbe  Governor  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  My  only  point  in  risici 
was  to  have  it  referred,  in  aoeordanee  wiu 
the  resolutions  I  submitted  the  other  momiuj^ 
to  the  Comiiittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 
I  have  not  read  it  myself. 

Tbe  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  vU 
present  it  at  this  time,  with  the  letter  of  tfai 
Governor  of  Kansas  aecompsuiying  it,  whiek 
reached  him  by  this  morning's  mail,  daisd 
Topeka,  April  4. 

The  Secretary  read  the  followins  lettn*: 

Stats  of  Kavsas,  Bxkcuttts  DapABTvin. 

TorsKA.  April  4.  U72. 

6» :  Tbe  Leclslatnre  of  this  State  ha  viae  pmmI 
the  foUowinir  eonoorrent  retolution — 

**  Retolvtd  by  the  Hou—  <^  JUpreMHtatwm.  (^% 
Senate  eonoorring.)  That  a  priotad  ewtifiad  ecp? 
of  the  report  and  evidence  of  the  investi^ataiif  oca- 
mittee  appointed  to  investiicate  eharaes  of  bnc«r7 
in  tbe  senatorial  eleetions  of  1867  and  1871  be  tt^ 
to  eaoh  of  our  Senators  in  CoBffreae,  and  that  a  copy 
of  said  report  and  evidence  be  i^laoed  in  tbe  bac^ 
of  tbe  Qovernor  of  this  State,  witb  the  reqoctt  thai 
he  forward  the  same  to  the  Vice  Presideot  of  *Ji« 
United  Stetee^askin*  him  to  lay  tbe  «aae  before  Uf 
Senate  of  tbe  United  States  for  tbeir  informati«& '  • 

Therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  r^ncst  c-d- 
tained  in  the  resolntion  above  quoted,  I  tracvDiit  tiM 
certified  copy  inclosed  herewith.  askiDc  Toa  to  "Its 
tbe  same  before  the  Senate  of  tbe  United  Statu  far 
their  information." 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sirtveiy  reepeetfallj.  7«er 
obedient  servant,  _ 

JAMBS  M.  HABVST. 
(Tooemor  4^  ^ojusa. 

Hon.  SCBUTLiaCOLFAZ, 

Vice  PrtekUiU  efthe  Umiied  Aofat. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wili 
also  state  that  there  is  a  manuscript  att^s^s- 
tion  of  the  secretary  of  State  in  rv'gard  lo  ut 
proceedings  of  the  Legislatore  which  resoM 
finally  in  the  adoption  of  this  resoiutroa  at- 
tested by  the  seal  of  the  State.  If  this  toAiitt 
should  give  rise  to  debate,  tbe  Chair  will  &« 
complete  the  morning  business. 

Mr.  POMEliOY.  1  do  not  desire  to  mmic 
any  remarks  upon  it.  I  have  not  read  it.  bs: 
merely  wish  it  referred  wiihoat  any  remarks. 

The  VICE  PKESIDBNT.  Tbe  Senarcr 
from  Kansas  moves  the  reference  of  rh« 
papers  presented  bv  himself,  as  well  as  ihcs« 
presented  by  the  Chair,  to  the  Committee  ot 
Privileifes  and  Elections. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  desire  to  state  ih%t  I 
also  have  received  the  report  of  tbe  invcst^n- 
tion  referred  to.  I  had  been  expecting  tE^ 
report  for  some  time.  I  believe  ii  was  rnH'i« 
op  in  February,  and  I  have  repeatedly  inqafre^i 
ot  the  Chair  whether  he  had  received  it  vr  ncu 
I  am  glad  to  know  that  it  is  here,  and  I  de^-i 
that  it  be  referred  as  my  colleague  has  bn^ 
gested,  so  that  we  may  have  speedy  action  on  :*- 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  qaebtio:i  u 
on  the  reference  of  the  papers  presented  bv  '.be 
Senator  from  Kansas  and  the  Chair  to  the  Cocl- 
mittee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  agreed  to. 

PKTITIONS  AND  MKHORIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  a  mrs> 
rial  of  the  Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  in  Uvot 
of  an  appropriation  for  the  erection  of  a  light- 
house at  the  entrance  of  Sturgeon  bay,  anU  to 
place  buoys  in  the  channel  of  said  buy;  wbick 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  BR9  WNLO  W  presented  the  petiiion  of 
Amos  David,  of  Sommerville,  Tennedsee,  a  sol- 
dier of  the  war  of  1812,  praying  the  reiaov&l 
of  his  political  disabilities,  and  that  his  name 
be  placed  upon  tbe  pension- roll  for  his  services 
in  that  war ;  which  was  referrt>d  to  the  select 
Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Political  Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Ohio,  late  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  ibe 
United  States,  praying  legislation  to  give  all 
soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  who  served  boa- 
orablv  and  were  diachaiged  after  such  service, 
and  their  heirs,  if  deceased,  $8  88j^  per  mooib 
for  the  time  served,  dedactiog  GoTerniBest 
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bounty  heretofore  paid ;  which  was  referred  to 
tlie  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  offer  a  petition  frbm 
soldiers  who  serred  as  privates  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  in  which  they  ask  for  a  law 
giving  to  pensioners  and  all  those  entitled  to 
receive  pensions,  all  arrears  of  pension ;  and 
Also  to  each  and  every  soldier  and  the  widows 
And  orphans  of  deceased  soldiers,  equal  boun- 
ties. The  person  who  sends  this,  says  it  is 
composed  of  privates  from  Cordova,  Illinois, 
and  he  says  they  are  *'all  trae  and  tried  men, 
not  cracker-boy  generals.*'  I  move  the  refer- 
epoe  of  the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
eions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNSR  also  presented  the  memorial 
of  the  Georgia  annual  conference  of  the  Afri- 
can Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  praying  the 
paasaRe  of  the  supplementary  civil  rights  Dili; 
which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOWE  nrosented  a  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  an  appro- 
priation for  the  erection  of  a  lieht-house  at  the 
entrance  of  Sturgeon  bay,  and  to  place  buoys 
in  the  channel  of  said  bay;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le^- 
lature  of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  the  erection 
of  a  custom-house  and  post  office  at  Green 
Bay  in  that  Sta*e;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  the  removal 
of  certain  roaming  bands  of  Indians  to  their 
western  reservation ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
laws  for  the  protection  of  the  navigation  on 
the  St.  Croix  river,  and  an  appropriation  for 
the  improvement  thereof;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le^s- 
lature  of  Wisconsin,  in  favor  of  authorising 
tbe  board  of  managers  of  the  National  Asylum 
for  Disabled  Volunteer  Soldiers  to  transfer 
a  parcel  of  ground  to  that  State  for  the  use  of 
an  asylum  lor  the  orphans  of  deceased  sol- 
diers; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
oo  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  COLE.  1  present  a  joint  resolution  of 
tbe  Legislature  of  California,  setting  forth  thai 
the  public  lands  of  that  State  have  been  sub- 
jected to  location  with  scrip  and  warrants  of 
various  kinds  in  such  a  way  that  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  public  lands  of  that  State  have  been 
taken  up  by  persons  in  large  quantities,  setting 
forth  the  great  inconvenience  to  settlers  in  that 
State  on  Uiat  account,  and  asking  the  action 
of  Congress  to  secure  the  remaining  portion 
of  tbe  public  lands  in  that  State  to  actual  home- 
stead and  preemption  settlers.  I  move  that 
this  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  and  be  printed. 

'i  he  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  Michigan,  in  favor  of  an 
appropriation  for  the  immediate  completion  of 
the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sheboygan 
river ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

He  also  presented  a  |>etition  of  citizens  of 
Michigan,  late  poldiers  in  the  United  States 
Army,  praying  the  passage  of  a  law  at  an  early 
day  making  an  equitable  equalization  of  the 
bounties  of  all  soldiers,  sailors,  and  mariues 
who  served  honorably  Bud  faithfully  during 
any  period  of  the  war ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 

Mr.  KELLOGG  presented  three  petitions 
of  citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  Congress  to 
extend  over  that  State  the  provisions  of  the 
ftct  entitled  *'An  act  to  enforce  the  rights  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the 
several  States  of  the  Union,  and  for  other 
purposes,''  approved  February 28, 1871 ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections. 


Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  additional  papers 
in  the  case  of  Mana  L.  Hammer,  of  Iowa  City, 
Iowa,  pricing  relief  from  Couffrees  for  ser- 
vices renderM  by  her  during  the  late  war; 
which  were  referrad  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs.  • 

He  also  presented  additional  papers  in  the 
case  of  the  application  of  0.  C.  £van8  for  the 
extension  of  a  patent ;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  WiNDOM  presented  four  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Minnesota,  praying  the  equaliza- 
tion of  soldiers'  bounties ;  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  additional  papers  in 
the  case  of  Elizabeth  Harding  for  a  pension ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Arkansas,  praying  for  the  removal  of 
the'United  States  aistrict  court  of  the  western 
district  of  Arkansas  from  Fort  Smith  to  Van 
Bnren ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  the  memorial  of 
A.  E.  B.  Ridgelev,  heir,  &c.,  of  Springfield, 
Ohio,  praying  inaemnification  for  spoliations 
committed  by  the  French  prior  to  the  year 
1801 ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Ohio,  representing  that  a  desolating  famine 
exists  in  manv  districts  of  the  Persian  nation, 
and  praying  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  they  may  think  best  to  brin^  the  subject 
before  the  public  mind,  and  provide  ways  and 
means  for  collecting  and  disbursing  the  chari- 
ties of  the  benevolent  who  may  wish  to  re- 
member  them  in  their  adversity;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  workers  in 
stone  quarries  and  proprietors  of  the  same,  and 
other  mechanical  arts,  citizens  of  Lorain  and 
Cujrahoga  counties,  Ohio,  remonstatinjgap^ainfft 
a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws  abating  or 
abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles  as  are 
successfully  produced  in  this  country  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MORTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Nathaniel  J.  Beachley,  of  Bridgeport,  Indi- 
ana, praying  the  passage  of  a  special  act 
granting  $860  for  his  relief,  for  services  ren- 
dered by  him ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  John 
Smith,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  praying 
a  pension  of  $8  88^  per  month  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  presented  a  memorial 
of  wool-growers  of  Waukesha  county,  Wis- 
consin, remonstrating  aeainst  a  reduction  of 
the  duty  on  wool ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  asking  that  measures  be 
taken  for  the  relief  of  the  starving  poor  in 
Persia;  which  was  referred  tp  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  present  the  memorial 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  California, 
in  regard  to  the  present  condition  of  tbe 
Territory  of  Arizona.  It  sets  forth  very  strongly 
and  with  earnest  feeling  the  deplorable  state 
of  the  white  people  in  that  Territoiy.  It 
alleges  that  so  &r  as  the  security  of  life  and 
property  is  concerned  the  conditipn  of  the 
Territory  never  was  worse  than  it  is  at  present ; 
the  ravages  of  the  Indians  never  were  bolder 
or  more  afflictini^  in  their  results.  It  is  an 
authentic  expression  of  the  judgment  and  of 
the  feelings  of  the  people  of  California,  in 
regard  to  the  dangers  and  sufferings  of  the 
people  of  that  Territory.  It  is  a  statement 
which  must  appeal,  I  think,  to  all  the  best 
impulses  of  our  nature.  The  substantial  sug- 
gestion of  it  is,  that  until  the  Apaches  have  felt 
thoroughly  and  severely,  once  for  all,  the  strong 
arm  of  the  Government,  it  is  useless  to  hope 
for  any  improvement  in  the  existing  position 


of  affairs.  I  must  say,  Mr.  President,  that  that 
is  m^  own  judgment  also.  I  ask  that  the  me- 
monal  be  printed  in  the  Olobe,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
or  the  Committee  on  Military  Affeiirs,  which- 
ever, in  the  judgment  of  the  Chair,  is  most 
appropriate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  it  is  asking 
military  protection  it  should  be  referred,  of 
coulrse,  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Yes,  sir ;  it  does  ask  for 
military  protection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  it  will  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
Tbe  Senator  from  California  desires,  us  this 
is  a  matter  of  public  concern,  that  this  resolu- 
tion be  printed  in  the  Globe.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection,  and  that  order  will  be  made. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows: 

Whereas  we  are  folly  assured  that  the  following 
statements  are  true:  that  tlie  inhabitants  of  the 
Territory  of  Arisona  are  now,  and  for  years  past 
havo  been,  the  victims  of  the  most  cruel  outrages  at 
ttie  hands  of  the  Apache  Indians;  that  hundreds  of 
them,  inelading  women  and  children,  have  been 
murdered  by  these  savages  within  the  last  few  years; 
that  neither  homos  nor  property  in  that  Territory, 
outside  the  principal  towns,  are  safe  from  savage 
incursion ;  that  in  but  exceptional  plaeee  oao  any 
high-road  be  traveled  without  great  danger;  that 
many  of  the  citisens  of  our  own  State,  wbiio  there 
on  business,  have  fallen  victims  to  these  Indians; 
that  at  no  timo  in  the  history  of  that  Territoirhave 
the  Indians  been  more  hostile,  or  the  lives  and  prop- 
erty of  the  people  lesj  safe,  than  within  the  past  two 
months;  that  the  nation  is  rich  enough  to  afford  and 
strong  enough  to  enforce  protection  to  its  people 
living  in  its  own  territory  and  under  its  own  uag,  as 
well  as  to  those  abroad  m  other  lands ;  that  for  the 
murder  of  the  fewest  number  of  its  citisens,  who 
have  been  slain  by  these  savages  in  Arisona  in  any 
two  months  in  the  last  two  years,  the  United  States 
Qovemment  would  have  declared  war  against  every 
power  in  Europe  had  its  citisens  been  so  murdered 
there  for  want  of  proper  protection  from  European 
powers;  that  the  feeling  aud  belief  is  universal  on 
the  part  of  tbe  people  of  this  State,  and  wo  believe 
of  the  Pacific  slope,  that  when  General  Crook  was 
sent  to  Arisona  he  was  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place;  that  be  is  as  humane  as  energetic,  and  that 
if  allowed  sufficient  nieuiis.  and  given  the  discretion 
to  which  his  experience  in  the  management  of  In- 
dian affairs  entitle  him,  and  not  interfered  with  In 
his  operations,  he  will  in  a  brief  period  arrest  this 
reign  of  terror  and  blood,  and  give  security  to  the 
long-suffering  i>eople  of  this  Territory;  and  whereas 
we  do  most  serionshr  believe  that  in  all  the  land  no 
such  prompt  and  cmcient  measures  are  required  for 
the  protection  of  our  people  as  in  the  Territory  of 
Arisona:  Therefore, 

Be  Uremdoed  by  the  eenale^  (the  assembly  eonour- 
ring,)  That  it  is  tbe  doty  ol  the  Qovemment  of  the 
United  States  to  give  the  most  prompt  and  elBoient 
proteotion  to  the  people  of  Arisona  against  the 
Apache  Ipdians;  that  all  attempts  to  treat  with  or 
otnerwise  to  appease  them,  until  they  are  mode  to 
feel  the  power  of  the  GK>vornment,  will  prove  futile 
in  the  future,  as  they  have  in  the  past,  and  mast 
result  only  inenoouraging  these  savages  to  cootinae 
deeds  of  carnage. 

2.  That  in  no  other  way  can  this  proteotion  be  so 

Eromptly  and  efficientlv  extended  to  our  suffering 
rethren  in  Arisona  as  by  furnishing  General  Cruok 
with  ample  means,  and  by  giving  nim  the  largest 
discretion  in  the  course  to  be  pursued  toward  the 

3. 'That  the  President  of  tbe  United  States  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  urged  and  implored  to  prevent  further 
interference  with  the  military  operations  of  General 
Orook«  otherwise  than  bar  aiding  his  dtsigos,  until 
these  savages  are  subdued  and  the  people  of  Arisona 
are  made  secure  in  their  lives,  homes,  and  property. 

4.  That  his  excellency  the  Governor  of  this  State 
be  requested  to  telegraph  these  resolutions  and  the 

Sreamble  to  the  some  to  the  President  of  the  United 
tates;  that  he  cause  to  be  sent  copies  of  the  same 
to  each  of  the  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress of  the  Paoifto  States  and  Territories,  and  to 
each  of  the  Governors  of  the  same,  and  that  our 
Senators  in  Consress  be  instructed,  and  our  Repre- 
sentatives requested,  to  urge  upon  the  Government 
at  Washington  such  aetion  in  the  premises  as  is  indi- 
cated by  these  resolutions.  

J.  T.  FARLEY, 
Preeident  pro  tempore  ef  the  Smote, 
'         T.B.  SHANNON, 
Speaker  taf  the  Aeeenthlif. 

Mr.  NORWOOD  presented  the  petitions  of 
James  W.  McDonald,  John  C.  McDonald, 
Patrick  Welch,  B.  3.  Pelot,  and  H.  fi.  Smith  ; 
of  0.  P.  Fitzsimmons  and  J.  Motte  Alston  ; 
of  M.  Gairdner,  widow  of  J.  P.  Gairdner,  all 
of  Augusta  county,  Georgia ;  and  of  H.  E. 
Gairdner,  heir  and  for  the  coheirs  of  James 
Gairdner,  of  Eiberton,  Georgia,  praying  in- 
demnity for  spoliations  committed  by  the 
French  prior  to  tbe  year  1801 ;  which  were 
orderra  to  lie  on  the  table. 
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Mr.  POOL  presented  the  petition  of  James 
liobertSi  heir  of  Martin  BobertSf  praying  com- 
pensation for  servioee  rendered  by  said  Martin 
Koberts  daring  the  revolutionary  war ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revolation- 
ary  Claims. 

Mr.  LOGAN  presented  the  petition  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Akins,  of  Speedsrille,  Tompkins 
coonty,  New  York,  and  Jacob  D.  Felthoose, 
of  the  city  of  Chicago,  Illinois,  praying  reafna- 
eration  for  inventing  and  oonstrocting  an  im- 
provement in  sewing-machines  at  Ithaca,  New 
York,  in  the  years  194B  and  1849;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  soloiers  in  the  late 
war,  in  favor  of  a  law  granting  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  land  to  all  honorably  dis- 
charged soldiers  and  sailors,  and  the  heirs  of 
those  who  are  dead ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs. 

aSTKNUB  BILLS. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  know  precisely 
in  what  order  the  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  regard  to  the  tariff  bill 
would  properly  come  here. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  After  the  call 
of  Senate  resolutions  at  the  close  of  the  morn- 
ing business. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  was  about  to  suggest  to 
the  Senate  whether,  under  the  circumstances, 
without  entering  into  any  debate  on  the  ques- 
tion at  all,  it  would  not  be  best  to  refer  the 
resolution  to  the  Coasmittee  on  Finance  or 
some  other  committee,  so  that  the  position  of 
the  Senate  may  be  clearly  defined.  I  merely 
submit  it  to  the  sense  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  That  reference  has  been 
made,  I  think. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  was  suggested, 
but  it  was  objected  to  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  at  the  time,  and  it  was  not,  there- 
fore, referred. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  My  impression  is  that  he 
afterward  made  the  motion  and  it  was  referred. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  the  recol- 
lection of  the  Secretary  in  front  of  the  Chair 
that  the  reHolaiioii  still  lies  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ihiuk  it  would  be  better 
to  rei'er  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Ohio  asks  unanimous  consent  that  the  reeola- 
tion  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  regard 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  what  is 
known  as  the  tariff  bill  be  referred  lo  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Ohio 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  it  gives  rise 
to  debate  it  must  lie  over  until  the  appropriate 
time  for  its  consideration,  which  is  after  Sen- 
ate resolutions  aise  called  for. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  question  involved 
is  perhaps  as  grave  a  queetion  of  constitutional 
law  as  can  ever  arise  between  the  two  Houses, 
and  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  not 
as  an  objection,  whether  he  would  not  prefer 
to  send  it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
or  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  perfeeUv  indiffermtt 
on  that  point.  I  only  suggested  tlie  Commit- 
tee on  Finance  because  the  sobject-matter 
came  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
they  are  supposed  to  be  more  familiar  with 
the  precedents.  I  think  the  position  of  the 
Senate  is  clearly  rt^ht.  Our  power  to  amend 
a  bill  of  this  kind  is  clearly  unlimited,  in  my 
judggaent.  At  the  same  time,  in  deference  to 
the  House,  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  legis- 
lative department,  I  think  the  matter  ought 
to  be  fairly  and  fully  considered.  If  Senators 
think  it  better  that  it  ehould  be  refeised  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  I  have  no  objec- 
tion, although  my  own  impression  is  that  the 
Committee  on  Finance  is  tne  most  appropriate 
committee. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  do  not  jpress  the  sug- 
gestion at  all  upon  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
objection,  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
reeentativas  will  be  referred  to  Ibe  Oammittee 
on  Finance.  If  (bene  is  to  be  fiirtlMr  debate 
it  will  be  reserved  uaAil  Senate  reeolntionBaKe 
called  for.  The  Chair  hears  no  ol)^e«tion,  and 
the  resolution  of  thefioaaeof  BepresentiitiveB 
is  referred  to  the  Committee  an  FioaAce. 

REPORTS  OF  COMUnTBSB. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  819)  to  establish  cer- 
tain post  roads  in  the  State  of  Alabama,  and 
for  other  purposes,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1654)  making  appropriatione  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  tlxe  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  ZOt  1872,  and  for  former  years,  and 
for  otlier  purposes^  have  directed  me  to  r^ort 
it  back  with  certain  amendments ;  and  I  give 
notice  that  I  shall  call  it  ^p  At  the  very  earliest 
moment,  stating  that  there  in  the  utmost 
necessity  for  speedy  action  on  the  bill  for  rea- 
sons set  forth  in  letters  I  have  received  from 
the  Attorney  GeneriJ,  and  also  from  the  Fisst 
Comptroller,  and  from  dispatches  from  execu- 
tive officers  of  the  Government  in  the  different 
States,  United  States  marshals  and  attorneys, 
who  are  unable  to  carry  on  IJtie  business  of  the 
courts  without  borrowing  money,  and  in  some 
cases  not  being  able  to  do  that,  great  detriment 
has  resulted  to  the  Government  for  want  of 
the  funds  provided  for  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  CORBETT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  a  memo* 
rial  of  settlers  on  the  Indian  lands  south  of 
Kansas,  praying  that  they  maj  be  allowed  to 
secure  titles  to  their  homea,  and  that  Con- 
gress will  interposa  to  prevent  their  removal 
therefrom,  reported  adversely  thereon,  and  the 
committee  were  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration. 

Mr.  COHBETT.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Cominiliee  on  Commerce,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred tlie  bill  (S.  No.  B^o)  to  auuborize  the 
coiistruciion  of  a  wa^»n  aud  nailruad  bridge 
acros;!  the  MWsissiii^  river  ati^^iucy,  Illinois, 
luid  to  establish  the  aame  as  -a  post  xuad,  to 
report  i>  back,  with  ameaduieuts:  and  i  ask 
that  it  be  put  upon  its  passaga.  I  believe  the 
Senator  from  iUioois  [Mr.liOOAN]  has  some 
interest  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  WEST.  I  ask  the  Senator  if  the  bill  is 
likely  to  give  rise  to  discussioa  ? 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  think  not.  I  ask  that 
the  bill  be  now  vead  as  amended  by  the  com- 
mittee. We  have  4imended  it  so  as  to  make 
this  bridge  conform  to  the  other  bridges  that 
have  been  built  across  thie  Mississippi  river, 
and  I  presume  there  will  bo  no  olfaction  to  its 
passage. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  understand  that  this  amend- 
ment is  made  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Secretary 
of  War.     Is  that  the  case  7 

Mr.  CORBETT.    Yes,  sir. 

Mc.  LOGAN.  So  as  to  make  this  bridge 
conform  atneily  to  the  bvi<^;e8  heietofore 
erected,  and  to  prevent  it  from  interfering  with 
navigation  ?  | 

Mr.  CORBETT.    Yes,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires 
unaninons  consent  to  oonsidar  the  bill  on  tii« 
day  on  which  It  ia  reported. 

Mr.  EOBERTSOW.  I  object  to  any  bill 
being  passed  in  the  asomiog  koar  until  the 
morning  business  is  gone  through  with. 

Mr.  WEST,  from  tlie  Committeeon  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
769)  to  close  theaecounU  of  R.  E.  De  Russy, 
late  colonel  corps  of  engineers,  deceased, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  755)  for  the  relief 
of  the  former  occupants  of  the  present  military 
reservation  at  Point  San  Jos6,  in  the  county  and 


city  of  San  Francisco,  reported  it  with  ai&Md 
meats,  and  submitted  a  report  thsreeo ;  vyd 
was  oraered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WILSON,  (torn  the  Comaiaee « 
Military  Affain,  reMrled  a  bill  (S.  No.  93o< 
incaiposatiog  the.  Natiaaal  SddwnaodSail^ 
ors  Orphans*  ladastrial  TnioiiigAtKMMtioD; 
which  waa  read  and  passed  to  tke  lecMd 
reading. 

Mr.  STEVENSON,  fiom  the  CemDittceoc 
Indian  Affairs,  to  iRhoB  was  N^emd  t^« 
manorial  of  the  «hiefii  and  priscipil  aeo  <^ 
the  Oneida  Indians  of  Wieoosas,  pn|ug  lo 
have  secured  to  them  the  qatet  poMiiioD  of 
their  reservation,  moved  that  the  memotiilbe 
printed ;  which  was  agseed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  am  diieetad  by  tke 
Committee  on  Indian  Affaiia«  le  vIiod  tis 
refemd  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1862)  ssthoriait 
tbe  Seoretai7  of  the  lalerior  to  wain  tarn 
negotiations  with  tiM  Ute  Indiaai  id  Ctloodft. 
to  report  it  teck  without  ameadoeot,  Md  1 
desire  its  imMediate  oooiidetattan.  itiffio 
priates  no  moa^,  and  psopoees  no  sctiw  « 
oepi  to  Authorise  the  SeoreUjiy  of  ike  Utesgt 
to  enter  into  negotiations  with  Ihew  ladac* 
for  the  surrender  of  their  laadi.  Thk  a  i 
veiy  in^M>rtant  maitter,  and  it  will  eoeoioUT 
the  objection  of  nobody,  since  the  Secretuyof 
the  Interior  is  to  report  his  prososdiagi  to 
Congress  beANre  acUaa. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Is  the  aoniiigias: 
ness  throogh? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.   Notjrtt. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    Tkealofaiect 

Mr.  S  rEVENSON.  I  hope  ths  Scuta: 
from  South  Carolina  will  whbdmw  hi«  elftt- 
tion.  This  is  a  rmry  unimpeittBt  sistterik 
involves  no  mesey. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  most  oonias  tbtl 
am  ariiamed  of  the  J^tiaa  of  the  Senile  m 
several  occasions  during  this  session.  Voj 
important  measnrea  liave  passed,  affedingtiie 
ioteraats  of  the  whale  nation,  daring  the  Bon- 
ing tuour  when  the  Senate  was  not  lislf  («&< 
and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  euter  myptolsstsgiiBii 
all  aoch  action. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  BepoitiefeoB 
mttteesjire  still  io  ordar. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maioe.  Ian  Sm^ 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Lthniy.tovboafbe 
subject  waa  refemd,  to  ivpovt  a  InU  (S.  ^^ 
984)  to  provide  for  iha  compleiMD  of  (iiw 
volumes  of  Wilkes*a  United  4iatM  eip)oflo{ 
expedition  and  ask  for  its  pnseoteooii^ 
tton. 

The  VICE  PRfiSIBENT.  The  SenKv 
fc^m  South  Cbroliaa  oifajaote  lo  the  cosaden 
tion  of  any  biU  daring  tba  oocaing  bosr. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Mme.  Very  w^i :  ^ 
it  i>e  vend,  ait  any  vata.  , 

The  bitt  was  i«ad  and  passed  to  a  stcoiKi 

Mn^OMBROY.  A  Mil  caas  before  t)» 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  by  mime,  i 
think,  it  should  have  gone  to  the  Cooinii 
tae  <m  Atiairs.  It  is  tlie  bill  (S.  No.  861)  (« 
aid  in  settling  the  uasutveyed  sodoaoecc^ 

8 ted  iands  on  the  trfbotaries  of  theColondc 
liver  of  t^  West.  I  ask  that  the  Cooaut 
tee  on  Public  Lands  be  discharged  fi  a  '^ 
further  considettation.  I  do  not  knov  bow  j 
gotTeferred  tliere,  bat  it  was  so  referred,  i 
ask  that  they  be  di8chaiged,and  tbift  it;^ 
Mfeived  to  the  Committee  en  Ibi&b  Afiatis 

It  was  so  ordaredi 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  ffOm  the  Goaiwttee  w 
Claims,  to  whom  ma  referred  the  penooo  cf 
James  M.  BlHson,  pMying  payment  fer  prop 
erty  destroyed  by  iMted  States  forces  (iny<;« 
the  war,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  it^  '^^ 
ther  eonaideratien  ]  which  was  sgreed  to ;  as^ 
be  suhnitted  a  report  on  the  sobject,  wwn 
was  ordered  to  be  printed.  . 

He  also,  fPMu  4he  same  committee,  to  vb^ 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  ft.  No  628)  for »; 
rrtief  of  Aogustine  Bacon, reported  itwitftw* 
amendment. 
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Mr.  AMES,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
M.  Von  Entre«8  Fuersteneok,  praying  pay  of 
a  second  lieutenant,  «abmitted  an  adverse 
report  thei^eoa,  and  the  committee  were  dis- 
cbacged  ixom  the  further  coD&ideration  of  the 
petition. 

Mr.  fiOWBhlrain  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (U.  R.  No.  20S1) 
for  the  relief  of  Peck,  Van  Horn  &  Co., 
reported  it  wiihoui  amendnMat. 

HealsOi  fr<em  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  th»  bill  (Q.  E.  No.  101)  for  the 
relief  of  F.  B.  Brayton,  repovted  it  without 
amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  Ute  bill  (H.  B.  No.  2042)  for  the 
relief  4^f  Fannie  M.  Jackson,  of  Teaneasee, 
reported  it  witji  an  amendment. 

Mr.  WINDOM,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  1288)  for  tlie  relief  of  Sluroan  8.  Bailey, 
oollootor  of  Miteroal  revenoe  for  the  fourth 
district  of  Michigan,  reported  it  withoutamend- 
meot,  and  sabmitied  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1700)  for  the 
relief  of  Battelle  &  Evans,  reported  it  wiih  an 
amendment,  and  submiited  a  report  thereon  ; 
which  waa  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  U.  No.  1546)  for  the 
relief  €£  Qeor^  H.  Buff,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  SCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referx«sd  the  bill  (H.  B.  No. 
2046)  for  the  relief  of  Theodore  Adams,  re- 
ported  M>  wiib  an  amendment,  and  submitted 
a  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

POUiTIKe  09  SaSTIMONY. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  am  instrncted  by  thei^om- 
mittee  on  Printing  to  report  the  following  res- 
olution : 

Retilvtdhy  ihe  SenaU,  (the  House  of  Representa- 
tires  oencamac.)  That  there  be  printed  eightr-flire 
bundrcdooMesei  ^areportof  and  teetimoDy  taken 
before  the  Senate  Committee  of  Investigation  and 
Retrenchment  in  regard  to  alleged  aboaes  in  the 
^ew  York  eastom-hooee,  of  whieh  thirty-lire  hun- 
dred oopiet  ihali  be  £or  the  om  ofthe  Senate  and 
five  thousand  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatires;  also,  eight  thousand  copies  of  the  re- 
KK>rt  excIusiTeox  the  tesiimoDy,  of  which  three  thon* 
fland  sbaU  be  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  five 
tbouaand'shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

The  YiCB  PBB8IDENT.  This  is  the  res- 
elation  of  the  Senator  from  California,  [Mr. 
CABHnanrA  reported  without  amendment. 

Mr.  HOW£.     Yes,  sir. 

The  resolution  was  considcied  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to. 

BILLS  INTRODtJCKD. 

Mr.  WEST  asked,  and  by  unanimous  oon* 
sent  obtained,  leave  i»  introduoe  a  bill  (S.  No. 
986)  reiisbfuishing  certain  wharf  property  to 
the  citjT  of  New  Orleans ;  whieh  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Aflfaiu,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  oonseat 
obtained,lea«etoint(ioduceabiU  (8.  No.  937) 
canceling  the  sale  of  the  Brazos  de  Santiago 
military  raiiroad ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  reiarred  to  the  Oommittee  on  Military 
AfiUira,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  uaauimous  eonsent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  93S) 
conferrii^  jurisdiotion  on  the  Court  of  Claims 
to  bear  testisseoy  m  inforA^s'  moiety  eases  | 
-wbich  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
tbe  Committee  on  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  LOO  AN  asked,  and  by  aaanimous  con- 
sent obiainedf  leave  to  iotrodueea  bill  (S.  No. 
939}  for  the  relief  of  William  H.  Atkins  and 
Jacob  D»^elthouaw,  their  heirs  and  assignees ; 
-which  was  read  twice  by  its  tide. 

Mr.  LOQAN.  I  witl  state  that  I  introdoee 
tbia  bill  at  the  Bequest  of  these  gentlemen ;  I 


know  nothing  about  it  personally.    I  move 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LOGAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous  oon- 
aent  obtasned,  leav»  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
MO)  for  the  reUef  of  William  Webster,  of 
Maine ;  whidi  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Olaiau,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  (by  Te9ueBt)  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtaiaed,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  941)  to  authorize  the  ex- 
tension of  patentu  in  obtain  cases ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  asked,  and  by  unanimoue 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  942)  enabling  claimants  to  lands  within 
the  limits  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico  to 
institute  proceedings  to  try  the  validity  of 
their  claimiB ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private  Land 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (3. 
No.  948)  providing  for  the  transit  of  merchant 
vessels  of  heavy  draught  across  the  bar  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  for  other 
purposes ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

AMBNDMENT  TO  AFPIIOPRIATION  DILL. 

Mr.  STEWART  submitted  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  to  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1323)  making  appropriations  far  the  con- 
sular and  diplomatic  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  J? ear  ending  June  30,  1878,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
Conuniitee  on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to 
be.  printed. 

ilAIL  CONTllACTS. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
resume  tbe  consideration  of  House  bill  No. 
1980.    It  can  be  disposed  of  in  five  minutes. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1980)  re- 
lating to  proposals  and  contracts  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mails,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Tbe  amendments  are  all 
gone  through  except  one  ofiFered  by  myself 
and  one  offered  by  the  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia.   I  hope  they  will  both  be  accepted. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretaxy 
will  report  tbe  amendment  proposed  the  last 
time  the  bill  was  under  consideration  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tbe  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  of 

Mr.  Rambit,  as  follows : 

Insert  as  an  additional  sectioa : 

8so.  -*.  T^at  tbe  Poetmjuter  General  is  herehy 

fotborized  to  cause  to  be  placed  to  tbe  credit  of  tite 
'reasurer  of  tbe  United  States,  for  the  service  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
money-order  business;  and  that  the  reoeijpts  of  tbe 
Post  Office  Departmeat.  derived  from  t^is  source 
daring  each  nuarter,  shall  be  entered  by  the  Auditor 
of  tbe  Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Departmeot,  in 
tbeaoconots  of  said  Deparimeat,  under  the  bead  of 
**  revenue  from  money-order  busiaess." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  An  amendment  was  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  California  whit^h  I 
hope  will  also  be  adopted. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  tbe  amendment  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Casssblt,  which  was  at  the  end 
of  the  sixth  section  to  insert  the  following: 

And  in  all  eases  of  refnlar  contracts  hereafter 
made  fora  sum  ezceedtn^  i$,000i>er  annnss  the  eon- 
tract  shall,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Postssaster  Qen- 
eral,  be  contiaaed  in  force  beyond  its  express  terms 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  months,  until  a  new 
oontraet,  with  the  sasM  or  other  coatraetors,  shall 
be  made  by  the  Postmaster  QaneraL 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  word  << shall,''  in 
the  third  line,  ahaold  read  ^'may,''  so  as  to 
read  ^'the  contract  may,  in  tbe  discretion  of 
the  Postmaster  Qeaeral,  be  continued  in 
force,"  &c. 

Tbe  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  modifica- 
U  tion  will  be  made. 


Mr.  CASSERLY.  This  should  come  in  at 
the  end  of  section  five,  I  find,  instead  of  sec* 
tion  six. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  so 
incorporated  b^  the  enrolling  clerk,  at  the 
end  of  section  sve,  if  the  bill  should  pass  and 
tlM  amendueot  be  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
It  was  ordered  that  the  amendments  be  en- 
grossed and  the  bill  read  a  third  time.  The 
bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BRIDGE  AT  BOONVILLB,  MI8SO(7RI. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  move  to  take  up  a  local 
bill,  No.  696.  It  is  of  great  importance  ta 
our  people.  It  provides  for  a  bridge  across 
the  Missouri  river  at  Boonville.  It  has  been 
a  long  time  pending,  and  was  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Poet 
Roads  well  guarded.  My  colleague  and  myself 
have  examined  it  carefully. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  696)  to  authorize  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Missouri 
river  at  Boonville,  Missouri. 

The  first  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  was  to 
add  to  the  first  section  the  following : 

And  to  lay  on  or  over  said  bridf  e  railway-traeks 
for  the  more  perfect  connection  of  any  railroads 
that  are  or  shall  be  ooDStrncted  to  the  said  river  at 
or  opposite  said  point,  under  the  limitations  and 
conditions  hereinafter  provided;  thnt  said  bridge 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  free  navigation  of  said 
river  beyond  what  is  necessary  in  order  to  carry 
into  effect  the  rights  and  privilen^es  hereby  granted; 
and  in  case  of  any  litigation  arising  Iroin  any  ob- 
strnction,  or  alleged  obstruction,  to  tbe  free  navias- 
tion  of  said  river,  the  oaose  may  be  tried  before  the 
district  court  of  the  United  States  of  tbe  State  ef 
Missouri  in  which  any  portion  of  said  obstrnotien 
or  bridge  touches. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  observe  that  bill  only 
requires  the  prineipal  span  across  the  channel 
of  the  river  to  be  two  hundred  and  fifty  ibet 
in  length.  The  bills  in  regard  to  the  Ohio 
river  required  that  the  span  shall  be  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  that  there  are  already  bridges 
constructed  on  the  Missouri  river  above  and 
below  this  bridge  with  a  apan  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  feet;  and  it  was  not  thought  deerirable 
to  compel  this  company  to  make  wider  spans 
than  tbe  bridge  at  St.  Charles,  wbich  is  below, 
or  the  bridges  at  Kansas  City,  St.  Jo.,  and 
Omaha,  above.  It  conforms  exactly  to  the 
span  required  of  all  the  other  bridges  on  the 
Missouri  river. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  great  width  of  span 
required  on  the  Ohio  river  is  on  account  of 
the  coal-bargps.  There  is  no  trade  of  that 
kind  on  the  MiieoaTi. 

The  VICB  PRESIDENT.  There  are  other 
amendmenu  of  tbe  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  which  will  be  i«ad. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  next  amendment, 
which  was  to  strike  out  the  second  and  third 
aectioDs  of  the  bill,  as  follows: 

Sbo.  %  That  said  bridge  shall  be  a  lawflil  'struc- 
tnrc,  and  shall  be  reoognised  and  known  as  a  post 
route,  upon  which,  also,  no  higher  ebarge  shall  be 
made  for  the  transmission  over  the  same  of  the 
mails,  the  troops,  and  the  mnnitiouB  of  war  of  the 
United  States  than  ihe  rate  per  mile  paid  for  the 
transportation  over  the  railroad  or  public  biabwm 
leading  to  the  said  bridge;  and  it  shall  enjoy  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  other  post  roads  m  fbc 
United  States. 

Sbc.  3.  That  if  the  said  bridge  shall  be  made 
with  unbroken  and  continuous  spans,  it  shall  not  bo 
of  less  elevatioa  in  any  case  than  fltty  leet  above 
high-water  mark,  as  undentood  at  the  point  ef 
location,  to  the  bottom  chord  of  She  bridge,  nor  shall 
tbe  spans  of  said  bridge  over  the  main  chaonel  of 
said  river  be  less  than  two  hnodred  and  fifty  feet  in 
length,  and  the  piers  of  said  bridge  shall  be  parallel 
with  the  current  of  the  river:  And  provided  aUot 
That  if  the  same  shall  be  constructed  as  a  draw- 
bridge, the  draw  or  pivot  shall  be  over  the  main 
channel  of  the  river  at  an  accessible  navigable  point, 
and  the  spaas  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  in  length  in  the  dear;  and  the  piers  of  said 
bridge  shaUoe  parallel  with  the  current  of  tiie  river. 
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and  the  spani  shall  not  be  less  than  ten  feet  above 
big  b-water  mark  to  the  bottom  chord  of  said  bridge: 
Provided^  aUd,  That  i>aid  draw  shall  be  opened 
nrompUy  upon  reasonable  signal  for  the  paasage  of 
boots. 

And  in  lien  thereof  to  insert : 

8eo.  2.  That  any  bridge  bnilt  ander  the  proTisions 
of  this  ttot  may.  ot  tho  option  of  the  oompany  baild- 
ing  the  same,  be  bailt  as  adraw-bridge.  with  apivot 
or  other  form  of  draw,  or  with  unbroken  or  contin- 
uous upans:  Provided,  That  if  tho  said  bridge  shall 
be  mude  with  unbroken  and  continuous  spans,  it 
shall  not  be  of  less  deration,  in  any  case,  than  fifty 
feet  above  extreme  high-water  mark,  as  understood 
at  the  poiot  of  iooatioa,  to  the  bottom  chord  of  the 
bridge;  nor  shall  the  spans  of  said  bridge  be  less 
than  two  buodrcd  and  fifty  feet  in  length;  and  the 
piers  of  said  bridge  sbiUi  be  parallel  with  the  cur- 
rent of  the  river,  and  the  mum  span  shall  be  over 
tbe  main  ebaooel  of  the  river,  and  not  less  than 
three  hundred  feet  in  length :  And  provided  aUo, 
That  if  any  bridge  built  uudcr  this  act  shall  be  oon- 
■truoted  as  a  draw- bridge,  the  same  shall  be  con- 
f truoted  as  a  pivot  draw- bridge,  with  a  draw  over 
the  main  channel  of  tbe  river  at  an  accessible  and 
navigable  point,  and  with  spans  of  not  less  than  one 
hnndred  and  sixty  foot  in  length  in  the  clear  on 
each  side  of  the  central  or  pivot-pier  of  the  draw; 
und  tbo  next  atyoining  spans  to  the  draw  shall  not 
be  less  tbun  two  hundred  and  fifty  teet:  and  said 
spans  shall  not  be  lees  than  thirty  feet  above  low- 
water  mark,  and  not  less  than  ten  above  extreme 
high-wuter  mark,  measuring  to  the  bottom  chord 
of  tbe  bridge;  and  the  piers  of  said  bridge  shall  be 
parallel  with  the  current  of  the  river:  And  pro- 
vtded  altOt  That  said  draw  shall  be  opened  promptly 
upon  reasonable  signal,  for  the  passage  of  bobts; 
and  in  no  cafio  shall  unnecessary  delay  occur  in 
opening  the  said  draw  during  or  after  the  passage 
ox  trains. 

6x0.3.  That  any  bridge  constructed  under  this  act, 
and  according  to  its  limita.^ons,  »hall  be  a  lawful 
atrueture,  and  shall  be  known  and  recognised  as  a 
po«*t  route,  upon  wbicb,  also,  no  higher  charge  shall  be 
made  for  the  transmission  over  thesameot  the  mails, 
the  troops,  und  tlie  munitions  of  war  of  the  United 
States  than  the  rate  per  mile  paid  for  their  trans- 

J»urtatioD  over  the  railroads  or  public  highways  lead- 
ng  to  the  siiid  bridge,  and  the  United  States  shall 
have  tbe  right  of  way  for  postal  telegraph  purposes 
across  S4id  bridge. 

Big.  4.  That  all  railway  companies  desiring  to  use 
tho  said  bridge  shall  have  and  be  entitled  to  equal 
rights  und  privileges  in  the  passage  of  the  same,  and 
in  the  use  of  tbe  machinery  and  fixtures  thereof,  and 
of  all  tbe  approaches  thereto,  under  and  upon  such 
terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be  preecribod  by  tbe 
Secretary  of  War,  upon  hearing  the  allegations  and 
proofs  uf  the  parties  in  case  thev  sball  not  agree. 

Bxc.  h,  Tbai  the  structure  herein  authorised  shall 
be  built  under  and  subject  to  such  regulaiions  tor 
the  security  of  the  navigation  of  said  nver  and  lake 
M  tho  Secretary  of  War  shall  prKScribe ;  and  the  said 
structure  shall  be  at  all  timed  so  kept  and  managed 
as  to  offer  reasonable  and  proper  means  for  the  pas- 
sage of  vessels  through  and  unier  said  structure ; 
and  tbe  said  structure  shall  be  changed  at  the  cost 
and  expense  of  the  owners  thereof,  from  time  to 
time,  as  Congress  may  direct,  so  as  to  preserve  the 
free  and  convenient  navigation  of  said  river;  and 
tbe  authority  to  erect  and  continue  said  bridge  shall 
be  subject  to  revocation  by  law  whenever  thepublio 
good  sUall,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  so  require. 

The  amend  meat  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed} and  the  aiDeodmeots  were  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  etigrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  tbe  third  time,  and 
passed. 

OSAGE  TRUST  LANDS. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  move  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  House  bill  No.  878.  A  bill 
like  this  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AffairSi  and  while  it  was  lying  on  the 
table  the  same  bill  passed  tbe  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, and  I  asked  when  it  came  over 
tbe  other  day  that  it  lie  on  the  table  until  it 
could  be  printed,  so  that  we  could  compare  it. 
Tbe  chairmati  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Aifairs  was  in  his  seat  a  moment  ago*  and 
told  me  he  bad  compared  it  with  the  bill 
which  tbe  committee  had  reported.  I  merely 
waLt  to  pass  the  House  bill  instead  of  the 
Senate  bill,  so  as  to  close  the  matter. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
contiider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  878)  lor  the  relief 
of  settlers  on  the  Osage  lands  iu  the  State  of 
KuDsas.  * 

it  provides  that  the  Osage  Indian  trust  and 
diminished  reserve  landd  in  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas (excepting  the  sixteenth  and  thirty-sixth 
sections  in  each  township)  shall  be  subjest  to 
disposal  tor  cash  only,  to  actual  settlers,  in 
quantities  not  exceeding  one  hundred  und 
sixty  acres,  or  one  quarter  section  to  each,  in 


compact  form,  in  aceordaiice  with  tbe  general 
principles  of  the  preemption  laws,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Commissioner  of  tbe  General 
Land  Office;  but  claimants  are  to  file  their 
declaratory  statements  as  prescribed  in  other 
cases  upon  nnofiered  lands,  and  to  pay  for  tbe 
tracts  respectively  settled  upon  within  one 
year  from  date  of  settlement  where  the  plat 
of  survey  is  on  file  at  that  date,  and  within 
one  year  from  the  filing  of  the  township  plat 
in  the  district  ofiice  where  such  plat  is  not  on 
file  at  date  of  settlement. 

Any  actual  settler  upon  these  lands  who 
may  have  failed  to  pay  for  and  enter  the  latid 
settled  upon  by  bim  under  the  act  of  July  16, 
1870,  prior  to  the  15th  of  November,  1871,  as 
required  by  the  instructions  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  is  to  have 
three  months  from  the  date  of  the  present  act 
in  which  to  file  bis  declaratory  statement,  and 
is  to  prove  up  his  claim  and  pay  for  the  laud 
before  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1878.  And  in 
case  of  failure  of  any  party  to  comply  wiib 
the  provisions  of  the  act,  the  land  claimed  by 
him  or  her  shall  be  subject  to  the  settlement 
and  entry  of  any  other  qualified  persons.  AU 
persons  availing  themselves  of  ttiis  provision 
are  to  pay  at  the  time  of  making  payment  lor 
their  land  interest  on  the  total  amounts  paid 
by  them  respectively,  at  the  rate  of  five  per 
cent,  per  auaam,  IVom  the  date  at  which 
they  have  been  required  to  make  payment 
under  the  act  of  July  15,  1870,  until  the  date 
of  actual  payment.  The  twelfth  section  of 
the  act  of  July  10,  1870,  is  amended  so  that 
the  aggregate  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  sale 
received  prior  to  the  1st  day  of  March  of  each 
year  shall  be  the  amount  upon  which  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  shall  be  based. 

The  sale  or  transfer  of  his  or  her  claim  on 
any  portion  of  these  lauds  by  any  settler 
prior  to  the  issue  of  the  Commissioner's  in- 
structions of  April  26,  1871,  shall  not  operate 
to  preclude  the  right  of  entry,  under  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  act,  upon  another  tract  settled 
upon  subsequent  to  such  sale  or  transfer  if  sat- 
isiactory  proof  of  good  faith  be  furnished  upon 
such  subst;quent  settlement.  The  restrictions 
of  tbe  preemption  laws  relating  to  previous 
enjoyment  of  the  preemption  right,  to  re- 
moval from  one's  own  land  in  the  same  State, 
or  the  ownership  of  over  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  are  not  to  apply  to  any  settler 
actually  residing  on  his  or  her  claim  at  the 
date  of  the  passage  of  the  act. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  At  the  suggestion  of  the 
Senator  from  Iowa,  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Atfairs,  I  move  with  his  con- 
currence to  amend  in  the  fourth  line  of  the 
second  section  by  striking  out  the  words 
**  prior  to  the  15th  of  November,  1871,  as  re- 
quired by  the  instructions  of  the  Commis- 
siouer  of  the  General  Land  Office;''  so  as  to 
read : 

That  any  actual  settler  upon  these  lands  who  may 
have  failed  to  pay  for  and  ent^rtheland  settled  upon 
by  him,  under  tbe  act  of  July  15, 18/0,  shall  have 
three  months  from  the  date  of  this  act  in  which  he 
may  file  his  declaratory  statement,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  This  seems  to  me  to  be 
a  very  importjtnt  bill.  I  have  not  examined  it 
critically ;  1  do  not  know  whether  it  affects 
tbe  right  of  the  Indians  at  all;  but  it  contains 
provisions  that  are  directly  in  conflict  wiih  the 
general  preemption  laws.  I  should  like  to 
inquire  of  the  Senator  from  Kaneas  if  the 
prei^emption  laws  applicable  to  settlers  gen- 
erally should  not  apply  to  these  settlers.  1 
observe  that  this  bill  contains  a  provision 
allowing  a  man  who  already  owns  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  land  to  pretjmpt  a 
portion  of  this  land.  The  general  law  pro- 
nibits  that.  Settlers  who  own  half  a  section 
of  land  in  their  own  right  are  not  permitted  to 

fre^mpt  lands  under  the  preemption  laws, 
f  1  recollect  its  provisions — I  only  heard  it 
read  at  the  desk — it  also  changes  tbe  law  as  to 
the  time  when  declaratory  statements  are  to 


be  filed,  and  when  tbe  land  is  to  be  psid  for 
under  the  general  preemption  laws.  Iibogid 
like  to  inquire  of  the  otnator  from  Kaaia 
why  these  special  provisions  are  here;  vky. 
if  this  land  is  to  be  opened  to  preimptioa,  it 
should  not  be  subject  to  all  the  teaeni  Inn 
governing  preemption  rights  7 

Mr.  POMEROr.  This  diminished rtnm 
the  Government  is  to  sell  in  tnist  for  the 
Indians. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Howlargeiiit? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  whole originalreKm 
is  eight  hundred  thousand  acres ;  botaput 
of  it  was  ceded  land  and  part  of  it  tnut  Undi 
This  applies  to  the  diminished  reserre  tod  to 
tbe  ceaed  land. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     How  macbT 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Four  or  five  hnndnd 
thousand  acres  of  this  the  Gtoveroment  took 
to  sell  in  trust  for  the  Indians  at  $1  25  u 
acre  to  actual  settlers,  and  no  one  else.  Ii 
provided  that  settlers  should  make  tbeirpif 
ment  within  one  year  from  the  da'e  of  sede 
ment;  but  during  that  year  the  GoTemoeai 
failed  to  survey  the  lands  ami  bsve  tbe  !s^ 
veys  reported  to  the  GenerafLsnd  Office,  s 
that  no  one  could  file  until  after  the  nimr. 
and  the  year  was  out  before  tbe  Borvej.  So 
they  come  in  now  to  get  an  extenaioD  for  u- 
other  year  after  the  survey,  because  nooaeeia 
file,  no  one  can  pay,  the  lands  cannot  be  sdoiir 
i stored  upon  until  they  are  surveyed.  Tber 
are  now  all  surveyed,  bat  the  seitlen'  time  u 
out  because  they  were  on  a  yesr  before  ibe 
survey,  and  the  law  provided  that  thej  should 
have  but  one  year  from  the  date  of  seitleaea' 
to  p»y.  They  are  on  tbe  land,  their  yw  u 
out,  they  cannot  pay,  and  this  bill  sllovstbes 
three  months  from  the  date  of  tbe  paasage  of 
the  act  to  file  and  a  single  year  to  pay,  bot  t: 
makes  them  pay  five  per  cenL  interest  for  liiii 
time  that  lh<*y  have  been  on  tbe  laod  from  ii)< 
expiration  of  their  first  entry  aotii  tbey  lo 
pay,  so  that  the  Indians  in  that  e?e&l  cannot 
lose  anything.  The  Government,  lakin?  lU 
laod  in  trust  to  sell  fur  the  Indians,  did  oct 
open  it  to  preemption.  A  great  many  men  la 
the  West  having  enjoyed  preemption  oDcear* 
poor  men  now.  and  any  person,  under  ibe  pre 
emption  law,  if  he  has  had  tbe  pre^'iip  los 
once,  cannot  again.  This  bill  was  drawii  p«^ 
posely  to  allow  poor  men  who  have  bad  on* 
preemption,  but  are  still  poor,  to  take  ib*s< 
lands  and  jjay  for  them,  and  in  thisrespen 
the  preemption  law  is  waived.  , 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Did  the  orgtoal  !•» 
allow  a  man  who  owned  three  hundred  «bJ 
twenty  acres  of  laud  to  go  upon  thi«  Und  ani 
preempt?  _      ... 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Yes,  sir.  The  ongins. 
bill  did  nothing  but  devote  the  land  wac»»' 
settlers.  It  did  not  state  whether  thfy  »^« 
entitled  to  prempiion  or  not,  but  eold  uje 


to  actual  settlers  at  $1  25  an  acre, 


and  tbf? 


were  to  pay  the  money  in  one  year. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.      What  reaaon  c«i  ^ 
Senator  give  for  allowing  a  man  who  i^ 'w 
owner  of  a  half  section  of  land  topre^fflP* 
this  land  when  he  does  not  allow  hio  to  pr^ 
empt  any  other  land?  ..  ^ 

Mr.  POMEROY.    I  do  not  roppo«  »«" 

is  snob  a  case.  ..        j^fortf 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    This  bill providesforj; 

Mr.  POMEROY.    The  oath  ?^f^^^ 
preemptors  is  in  one  form  j  thai  is,  twy  »^^ 
to  swear  that  they  have  not  borne  annsiP 
the  United  States;  that  they  5»^"/,°:l 
preSmption  of  three    hundred  and  i«  ^ 
acres ;  that  they  have  not  heretoiore  tm 
the  right  of  preempii6n,  end  ibi«  " J"' 
to  waive  that  oath.     I  do  not  ^VV^^L 
is  a  poor  man  there  who  baa  [hree  db"  g^ 
and  twenty  acres.    It  waives  tba' oaw.  ^^^ 
only  has  to  swear  that  he  is  a  cittien  i 
he  is  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  yfa^/j  fcr 
that  he  takes  this  land  for  ft  »».0"?**^,-r 
himself,  and  will  pay  for  it  wiihm  «  . 

That  is  all  there  is  of  it.      ^     ^    .^-^. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  SenaUtfwne^ 
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ed,  and  the  ameodment  was  concarred  id.  The 
amendment  was  ordered  to  be  eogrossed  and 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PliOPESSOR  8.   B.  p.  M0R8K 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  there  was 
a  concurrent  resolution  that  was  laid  on  the 
table  on  my  motion  the  other  day  that  came 
from  the  House  of  Representatives  concerning 
the  late  Professor  Morse.  I  now  move  thac 
that  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
CD  the  Library. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

8ABAU  A.  WARD. 

Mr.  FRELINGEUYSBN.  There  is  a  bill 
which  I  trust  the  Senate  will  suffer  me  to  passj 
Senate  bill  No.  739|  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  A. 
Ward.  It  is  unanimously  reported  by  the 
Committee  ou  Naval  Affairs,  has  once  passed 
Uie  Seiiatei  but  failed  because  of  the  termina* 
tion  of  the  session. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired,  but  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey,  who  has  risen  several  times  during  the 
last  tilteen  minutes,  but  has  been  unable  to 
obtain  the  floor,  asks  unanimous  consent  to 
oon aider  a  bill  reported  by  the  Committee 
oo  Naval  Affairs.  Is  there  objection?  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  the  bill  (S.  No. 
789}  for  the  relief  of  Sarah  A.  Ward  is  before 
the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  authorizes  and  directs  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Sarah  A.  Ward, 
widow  of  the  late  Commander  James  H.  Ward, 
of  tlie  Unired  States  Navy,  the  sum  of  $6,000 
in  full  and  complete  compensation  and  satis- 
faction for  the  past  and  future  use  by  the 
United  States  of  an  improvement  in  naval 
gun-carriages  invented  by  said  James  H.  Ward. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  ihe  third  time,  and  passed. 

ORDiSll  OP  BUSINESS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  unfinished 
business  of  Friday  is  before  the  Senate,  being 
the  Indian  appropriation  bill ;  but  the  Senate 
by  unanimous  consent  also  ordered  that  to- 
day afier  one  o'clock  bills  renorted  from  the 
Committee  on- Claims  should  be  considered. 
By  the  fifteenth  rule  the  unfinished  business 
has  priority.  The  Chair  now  recognizes  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  the  chairman  of  the 
Comujittee  on  Claims.  He  may  test  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  on  proceeding  with  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill  or  taking  up  the  special 
order  for  to-day. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia if  be  has  any  objection  to  the  appro- 
priation bill  being  laid  aside  informally? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  have  the  reg- 
ular order  proceeded  with.  It  will  be  for  the 
.Senate  to  decide  otherwise.  I  do  not  think 
f  would  be  ju8tifiable  in  being  a  party  to  the 
postponement  of  action  on  any  oi  the  appro- 
priations bills,  they  bein^  so  far  behindhand. 
Certainly  my  vote  will  be  m  favor  of  proceeding 
wiih  ihem.  I  am  now  informed,  ana  have  been 
frequently,  that  the  deficiency  bill  embodies  ap* 
proprittiions  upon  which  the  question  of  carry- 
ing on  tde  judicial  department  of  the  Govern' 
ment  depends,  and  that  the  officers  of  that  de- 
partment of  the  Qovemment  are  borrowing 
money  wherever  they  can  to  carry  on  thehusi- 
ness,  and  great  loss  necessarily  results  to  the 
Government  in  case  they  are  not  able,  as  they 
are  not  in  some  cases,  to  provide  the  means. 
To  illustrate  I  have  onl^  to  state  that  the  wit- 
ne*ues,  jurors,  and  litigants,  are  oftentimes 
r.ent  back  from  the  courts  for  the  want  of  the 
means  to  pay  them,  and  of  course  a  great  deal 
of  expense  in  that  way  is  incurred  which  the 
Government  will  be  responsible  for  in  due 
time. 

I  think  the  better  course,  therefore,  would 
be  to  get  through  with  the  appropriation  bills 
and  then  let  the  committees  be  called  in  their 


order.  I  dislike  very  much  to  interfere  with 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
whom  this  dajr  was  set  apart,  subject  to  the 
unfinished  busmess.  For  that  reason  I  hope 
he  will  not  ask  me  to  pass  over  the  appropria- 
tion bill  informally,  as  it  will  result  in  the  loss 
of  a  day  or  two  perhaps  to  this  committee.  I, 
of  course,  can  only  express  the  hope  that  the 
Senate  will  proceed  with  the  uofinished  busi- 
ness, but  if  they  vote  otherwise,  it  will  not  be 
my  responsibility. 

Mr.  HOWE.  If  the  Senator  does  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  comply  with  my  request,  of  course 
I  cannot  insist  upon  it ;  but  I  certainly  think 
that  the  Senate,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  they 
did  not  consider  the  immediate  passage  of  the 
appropriation  bill  sufficiently  important  to 
inauce  them  to  sit  here  on  Saturday,  will  not 
think  it  so  verv  important  as  to  deny  to  the 
large  army  of  claimants  who  are  hanging 
about  the  Capitol  this  one  sitting  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  consider  their  bills.  I  must  therefore 
move  to  lay  the  pending  order,  the  appropria- 
tion bill,  upon  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Indian  ap- 
propriation bill  coming  up  as  the  unfinished 
business,  the  day  having  been  assigned  to  the 
consideration  of  reports  from  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  declining  to  allow  tho 
appropriation  bill  to  be  passed  over  informally, 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  moves  that  the 
appropriation  bill  be  laid  upon  the  table,  the 
effect  of  which,  if  carried,  will  be  to  allow  the 
order  for  the  consideration  of  bills  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Claims  to  be  executed. 

Mr.  COLE.  On  that  question  let  us  have 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas 27,  nays  18 ;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Aleoro,  Blair.  Carpenter,  Cua- 
serly.  Chandler.  Cooper,  C'-acin.  Davis  of  Went  Vir- 
ffinia, Ferry  otMlohigan,  Hill. Howe,  Kelly.  Locan, 
Norwood,  Osborn,  Pratt,  Bamsey.  Robercsoo,  Sauls- 
bury,  Seotc.  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Stockton,  Sumner, 
Trambull,  Wilson,  and  Wrirht— 27. 

NAYS  — Messni.  Amea.  HaokiDcham,  GameroD, 
Cole,  Oorbett,  Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Connectiont,  Fre- 
liogbayscQ.  Gilbert,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Morrill  of 
Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Pomeroy,  Saw- 
yer, Spracae,  and  Windooi— 18. 

ABSBNX  —  Messrs.  Anthony,  Hay ard,  Boreman. 
Brownlow,  Caldwell.  Clayton,  Conklinif,  Davis  or 
Kentnoky.  Fenton,  Fianafan,  Goldthwaite,  Ham- 
ilton of  Maryland.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hitohoook. 
Johnston.  Kellosc.  Lewis,  Nye.  Patterson.  Pool, 
Rioe.  Schnn,  Sherman.  Spencer,  Tharman.  Tipton. 
Vickers.  and  West— 2B. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MRS.  MARTHA  L.  HOUSB  SU88BLI.. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  order  of 
the  Senate  made  on  the  1st  of  April,  to  set 
apart  this  day  afler  one  o'clock  to  the  consid- 
eration of  bills  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Chiims,  is  now  in  operation.  Unless  a 
division  should  be  demanded  the  Chair  will 
re^rd  the  bills  moved  by  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  as  being  taken  up  by  vote  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Except  those  reported 
to-day,  which  must  go  over. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Instead  of  divid- 
ing on  each  bill,  they  will  be  regarded  as  be- 
fore the  Senate,  subject  to  a  demand  for  a 
division. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  now  ask  the  Senate  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No. 
168. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  168) 
for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Martha  L.  House  Russell. 
It  directs  the  Secretarr  of  the  Treaaunr  to  pay 
to  Mrs.  Martha  L.  House  Russell,  rormerly 
Martha  L.  House,  $14,975,  in  full  compen- 
sation for  the  losses  sustained  by  her  in  the 
latter  part  of  December,  1S62,  and  the  early 
part  of  January,  1868,  by  the  appropriation 
and  use,  by  the  Union  forces,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
and  for  use  at  the  hospitals,  of  forty- four  bales 
of  cotton,  twenty  thousand    pounds  of  seed 
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cotton,  her  house  supplies,  and  beds,  bedding, 
clothing,  carpets,  cotton  cloth,  and  wine,  beinc 
the  sum  ascertained  to  be  due  her  by  a  boaro 
of  claims  organized  bv  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  there  a  report  in  that 
case? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  a  re- 
port. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Let  us  hear  it  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  report, 
submitted  by  Mr.  Pratt,  from  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  on  the  18(h  of  December,  1871: 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  Dr.  Leonidas  Rassell  and  bis  wife. 
Martha  L.  House  Rassell,  praying  compensation 
for  property  of  hers  taken  and  ased  by  the  troops 
of  the  United  States  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
submit  the  following  report: 

On  the  30th  day  of  December.  1862.  Mrs.  Martha 
L.  House,  then  a  wtdow.  was  living  upon  her  large 
plantation,  in  Rutherford  county,  Tennessee,  a  few 
miles  north  of  Murfreesbo rough,  at  the  time  of  the 
advance  of  the  Union  forces  against  the  army  oom- 
manded  by  General  Bragg.  The  third  division  of 
the  twenty-first  Army  corps,  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Crittenden,  encamped  on  her  "place.  It  was  at 
the  time  in  good  repair  and  well  stocked.  She  bad 
at  her  cotton-gin  forty-four  bales  of  cotton  and 
about  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  unginned  cotton. 
Her  bouse  was  well  supplied  with  eatables,  beds, 
bedding,  oarpeting.  and  clothing. 

The  battle  of  Stone  Biver  soon  after  ensued,  and 
her  premises  were  ocoapied  by  the  Union  forces  for 
several  days,  General  Crittenden  using  her  house 
part  of  the  time  for  his  headquarters.  Tbo  fences 
were  used  by  the  soldiers  for  fuel,  while  the  live 
stock  on  the  place  was  consumed  for  food.  All  the 
cotton,  ginned  and  unginned.  all  the  beds  and  bed- 
ding, the  carpets  in  the  house,  the  clothing  and  cot- 
ton cloth,  indeed  everything  m  the  bouse  and  upon 
the  farm  that  could  be  made  useful  for  bandages 
and  bedding  for  the  woundod  soldiers  and  in  sop- 
plying  the  field  ho^^pitals.  was  unsparingly  takm 
and  used  by  the  surgeons  and  otber  officers  of  our 
forces.  The  wagons  and  ambulances  used  in  trans- 
porting  to  tho  rear  tho  wounded  men  were  bedded 
with  cotton.  Her  house  and  all  the  outbuildings 
were  converted,  for  the  time  being,  into  a  hospital, 
the  ootton.  bedding,  clothing,  Jko.,  being  used  for 
beds  for  the  wounded.  8be  nod  a  quantity  of  wine 
in  tho  house;  all  this,  with  whatever  provision  she 
bad  on  hand,  was  consumed.  When  tho  wounded 
were  removed,  their  bedding  was  taken  along.  Bbe 
estimates  her  losses,  independent  of  tbo  stock  on  the 
place  and  the  fenoes  destroyed,  at  $17,760.  and  thus 
Itemizes  her  account: 

44  bales  of  ootton,  2.200  pounds,  at  60  cents  per 

pound $13,200 

20.000  pounds   seed    ootton,  at  15  cents  per 

pound * 3.000 

7  feather  beds  and  pillows,  at  $aO  each......      350 

7  mattresses,  at  $15  each 1L5 

6  oovorlets,  at  $15  eaob> 60 

8  pairs  blankets,  at  $25  per  pair 200 

20  counterpanes,  at  $12  each „ 240 

6  oarpets.  at  $70  each 420 

150  yaxtis  ootton   cloth.   (Osnaburg.)  at  50 

cAts  per  yard 76 

20  gallons  wine,  at  $4  per  gallon 80 

Total $17.760 

A  board  of  claims,  organised  by  the  War  Depart- 
ment, has  given  this  claim  a  very  full  investigation, 
and  the  committee  aval  led  themsol  ves  of  their  labors. 
Their  conclusion  an  to  the  extent  and  circumstances 
of  this  lady's  losses  is  fully  warranted  by  the  evi- 
dence which  the  War  Department  has  furnished  the 
committee. 

The  committee  append  hereto  the  letter  of  the 
Surgeon  General  of  January  6. 1871,  marked  Exhibit 
A.  and  also  a  copy  of  the  report  of  tho  board  of  offi- 
cers included  in  tho  letter,  and  marked  Exhibit  B. 
It  will  be  seen  that  ihe  board  and  Surgeon  General 
concur  in  the  opinion  that  her  losses  amount  to 
the  sum  of  $14,975. 

It  will  also  be  seen  that  the  board,  while  fully  in- 
dorsing the  merits  of  Mrs.  Kussell's  claim  for  com- 
pensation, felt  themselves  constrained  from  recom- 
mending payment  by  the  terms  of  tbo  act  of  February 
21.  1867,  and  refer  the  claimant  to  Congress  for 
relief: 

Mrs.  House  was  married  to  Dr.  Russell  on  tbeSOth 
day  of  January.  18^.  This  claim  is  now  prosecuted 
in  their  Joint  names. 

The  affidavits  of  both  have  been  before  the  com- 
mittee. From  these,  and  much  independent  testi- 
mony, the  loyalty  of  the  claimants  is  put  bevond 
all  question.  No  compensation  has  been  maae  to 
either. 

The  evidence  is  very  voluminous,  and  seems  to  bo 
trustwortby.  The  proof  that  cotton  was  worth  sixty 
cents  per  pound  at  that  time  and  place  is  furuislied 
by  the  overseer,  the  neighbors,  and  persons  who 
made  actual  sales  about  that  time  in  NasbvillG. 
But  the  board  reduoed  that  item  to  fifty  cents  per 

fionnd.    Several  other  items  in  the  account  woro 
ikewise  reduoed.  making  tbo  difference  between 
her  estimate  and  that  of  the  board  near  $3,000. 

It  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the  property  ihuD 
appropriated  was  ever  recovered. 

The  committee,  after  giving  full  consideration  to 
the  evidenoe  wbieh  was  before  the  board  of  elainiN, 
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are  of  opinion  that  Mn.  Biusoirfl  elaim.  to  the  ez- 
toot  of  ^14,975.  is  well  snstainod.  and  aooordincly 
tbey  report  herewith  a  bill  for  ner  relief,  and  re- 
0peetfally  rooommend  its  paasace. 

A. 

Wab  Depabtmsvt, 
SuBOBON  Gbkbbal'b  OrFICK, 

WaBBINOTON,  January  16, 1871. 
Sib:  X  have  the  honor  to  aoknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  eommunioation  of  the  IStb  instant^  making 
inquiries  conoerning  the  olaim  of  Mrs.  Martha  L. 
KusHell,  of  Marfreeeborough,  Tennessee,  for  the 
value  of  property  taken  for  the  use  of  the  woandea 
after  the  oattle  of  Stone  River,  December  31, 1862. 

I  have  considered  that  the  inclosed  copy  of  a  re- 
port made  by  a  board  of  officers  appointed  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  the  examination  of  such  claims, 
wonld  be  more  satisfactory  to  you  than  a  new  riwmi 
of  the  case.  .  ,       ^         . ,       , 

It  will  bo  seen  from  the  report  that  I  considered 
the  prices  claimed  for  many  of  the  articles  excessive, 
and  recommended  an  amount  considerably  less  than 
that  claimed.    That  opinion  is  still  adhered  to. 
Very  respeot£blly.  your  obedient  servant 

J.  K.  BARNxSS, 
Surgeon  General  11,13.  A, 
Hon.  D.  D.  Pbatt.  _ 

OTmmittee  on  CUitnie,  United  Statee  Senate. 

B. 

Wab  Dbpabtmbnt, 
OrPiOB  wf  THB  Board  op  Claimb. 
WaBHIMBTOK.  D.  C,  October  28, 1868. 

In  the  matter  of  the  olaim  of  Mrs.  Martha  L 
Russell,  of  Marfreesboroogb,  Tennessee,  for  value 
of  cotton,  bedding,  Ac,  taken  from  her  residence 
during  tho  battle  of  Stone  Rvver,  December  81, 1862, 
and  January  1,  2,  and  8,  1868,  for  the  use  of  the 
Army.  $17,760:  ... 

Tbe  affidavit  of  the  claimant  sets  forth  that  at  the 
date  of  tbe  battle  of  Stone  River  she  was  living  on 
her  plantation  of  five  hundred  acres,  near  Muriyees- 
borougli,  Tennessee;  that  her  residence  was  used  as 
a  hospital  during  tbe  battle,  and  everytbiog  on  it 
applied  to  tbe  use  of  tbe  Army,  the  articles  enum- 
erated bolow  having  been  taken  to  provide  for  the 
comfort  of  tbe  wounded ;  that  no  reoeipt  or  voucher 
was  given,  fi  r  the  reason  that  the  different  quarter- 
masters and  commissaries  bad  been  ordered  to  the 
rear ;  that  tbe  account  as  presented  is  correct  and 
just;  and  that  she  is  and  always  has  been  a  loyal 
eitlsen  of  tho  United  States. 

At  the  time  this  claim  originated  the  claimant's 
name  was  Mrs.  Martha  L.  House.  Since  that  time 
she  married  Dr.  L.  Russell,  who  was  present  at  the 
battle  as  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the  United  States 
Army. 

Tho  allegations  of  the  claimant  are  fully  sustained 
by  the  affidavits  of  other  parties,  except,  perhaps, 
her  statement  of  tho  value  of  the  articles  taken, 
most  of  the  witnesses  being  unable  to  speoify  quan- 
tity or  value.  These  affidavits  comprise  the  state- 
ments of  several  gentlemen  who  participated  in  the 
battlo  as  United  States  officers,  of  the  servants 
employed  on  the  plantation  at  the  time,  and  of 
numerous  citlsens  of  Tennessee  residing  in  the 
neighborhood. 

They  leave  no  room  to  doubt  that  her  ^tements 
are,  in  tho  main,  correct. 

The  following  is  Mrs.  Rsssell's  estimate  of  the 
quantity  and  value  of  the  articles  taken  for  the  use 
of  the  wounded : 

a  bales  of  cotton,  22,000  pounds,  at  60  cents  per 

pound .^3,200 

20,000  rounds  seed  cotton,  at  15  cents 3.000 

7  feather  beds  and  pillows,  at  $30. 

7  mattresses,  at  $15 

6  coverlets,  at$15 

8  pairs  blankets.  $28 200 

20  counterpanes,  at  $12 240 

6  carpets,  at  $70. i'J) 

IGO  yards  cotton  cloth,  at  60  cents 75 

20  gallons  wine,  at  $4 80 

Total $17,760 


Certain  additional  evideneeharing  been  presented, 
tho  papers  were  again  referred  to  the  Surgeon  Gen- 
eral on  the  24th  of  September,  1868.  and  he  then 
reported  that,  **from  the  evidence  presented,  there 
appears  to  be  no  doubt  that  tbe  property  of  Mrs. 
Russell  was  taken  and  used  substantially  asolausyed, 
and  that  reasonable  remuneration  is  her  due.'*  He, 
however,  thouf  ht  tbe  prices  claimed  fur  some  of  the 
articles  excessive,  and  recommended  as  a  fair  cosn- 
pensation,  and  as  in  accordance  with  the  rates 
allowed  in  similar  cases,  the  sum  of  $14,975. 

After  a  full  consideration  of  this  claim.the  board 
sro  of  opinion  that,  notwithstanding  its  merits,  it 
cannot  be  paid  under  the  act  of  February  21,  ISCTT. 

They  recommend  that  the  claimant  be  referred  to 
Consress  for  her  remedy,  with  the  expression  of  their 
opinion  that  that  body  will  no  doubt,  at  an  early 
period,  make  such  award  in  the  premises  as  the  cir- 
cumstances seem  to  call  for. 

JAS.  A.  HAHDIB, 
Intxfcetor  General^  I^caident  of  Board. 

Reoeived  Surgeon  Qenerars  Ofllee^ovembcr  24. 
1860.  QBO.  gIbSON^ 

MaJ,  Firtt Infantry,  Brev.  Lietu.  OoL  U.S.  A., 

Eetotdtr  of  Board. 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  Oeto&er  27, 1868. 
Approved. 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War:  ^_^^^„ 

WM.M.  WHERRY, 
Brevet  Colonel,  A.  J).  (J. 

SuBOBON  Gxkkbal'b  Oppicb, 
«Aiii«aryl6, 1871. 
A  true  copy. 

By  order  of  tbe  Surgeon  General :_ . 

J.  S.  BILLINGS. 
Ateietant  Surgeon  United  Statet  Army. 

To  the  Sbcbbtabt  op  Wab. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  believe  this  is  the 
first  of  a  series  of  bills  that  I  suppose  will 
come  from  this  claims  commission.  As  I 
understand  it,  this  is  a  bill  recommended 
bj  them. 

Mr.  HOWE.  No;  it  has  not  been  before 
them. 

Mr.  PBATT.  This  claim  has  never  been 
before  that  commission  at  all.  It  was  pend- 
ing before  the  Forty -First  Confess,  and  the 
Committee  on  Claims  reported  in  favor  of  it 
at  that  time,  but  the  case  was  not  reached  for 
action. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Then  I  was  mistaken. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Is  it  not  a  case  of  which 
the  claims  com  mission  would  have  jurisdiction? 

Mr.  PRATT.  Not  the  whole  of  it.  I  think 
a  great  many  of  these  it  ems  would  not  be  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  claims  commission ;  but 
at  all  events  we  had  the  control  of  the  case  long 
before  that  commission  was  instituted,  and  the 
Committee  oo  Claims  of  the  Forty  First  Con- 
gress reported  a  similar  bill  in  favor  of  Urs. 
Russell. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  understand  this  to  be  a 
case  for  supplies  fumuihed  ? 

Mr.  PRATT.  No,  sir ;  it  is  not  a  case  for 
supplies  furnished,  it  is  for  propertj  that 
was  appropriated  at  the  battle  ot  Siona  river. 
It  seems  that  one  division  of  the  Army  en- 
camped upon  the  plantation  of  Mrs.  Russell, 
and  her  house  and  all  the  outbuildings  were 
used  tor  hospital  purposes,  and  everything 
about  the  house,  in  the  shape  of  carpets,  mat- 
tresses, coverlets,  blankets,  oounterpanes,  and 
eatables  and  drinkables,  was  consumed.  She 
had  also  a  large  amount  of  cotton  in  the  gin, 
and  that  was  used  for  the  purposes  of  beddiag, 
bandages,  &c. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eijgrossed  fw  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

J.  MILTON  BEST. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  105. 

Tbe  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  lt)5)  for 
the  relief  of  J.  Milton  Best.  It  proposes  to 
appropriate  the  som  of  $26,000  to  Dr.  S.  Mil- 
ton Best,  of  Paducah,  Kentacky,  in  compen- 
sation for  the  destruction  of  his  dwelling- 
house  and  its  contents  by  order  of  Colonel  6. 
J.  Hicks,  commanding  the  Ut^ed  States 
troops  at  Paducah,  Kentucky,  on  i^e  26th  day 
of  March,  1664. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  That  is  on  old  acquaint- 
ance here,  much  discussed.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber what  its  fortunes  were  on  a  former  occa- 
sion precisely,  except  that  it  tiras  very  fully 
considered.  If  this  bill  could  be  taken  by 
itself,  H  tnigbt  be  less  important;  but  I  pre- 
sume it  win  be  a  precedent  that  will  unlock 
our  Treasury  to  a  very  large  amount.  I  hope 
that  the  Sefnate,  before  it  votes  upon  it,  will 
consider  what  its  valtre  as  a  precedent  will  be, 
to  what -extent  our  Vteaanrj  ivill  be  opened. 

When  this  bill  was  under  consideration 
formerly,  I  fslt  a  great  sympathy  for  the 
claimant,  but  I  confess  to  my  serious  doubt 
as  to  whether  the  claim  was  just  under  the 
laws  and  institutions  governing  such  cases.  I 
know  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Chnms  very  ably  and  earnestly  maintained 


the  entire  equity  of  the  claim  and  the  litbilitj 
of  the  United  States. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  go  into  any  Brgnmnt 
on  the  question.  I  content  myself  with  cill- 
ing  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  tbe  case,  w 
I  say,  first,  as  regards  this  claimaot;  aod  sec- 
ondly, as  a  precedent  governing  in  othneaeeL 
If  the  Senate  is  disposed  to  make  this  very 
considerable  appropriation  and  to  adopt  tb 
important  precedent,  I  shall  be  cooteotif  it 
does  it  knowingly  fully  aware  of  the  cbancur 
of  the  vote  which  it  is  about  to  take. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  witbou; 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  f(>r  i 
third  readiog,  and  was  read  tbe  third  time 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  aak  for  tbe  jeutad 
nays  on  Uie  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.   TRUMBULL.     I   think  the  Seu!i 
ought  to  know  that  this  is  a  case  thsi  ioTolra 
the  liability  of  the  Government  of  the  Uuiied 
States  to  pay  fur  all  the  property  denrojcd 
by  our  armies  during  the  war.    I  do  not  kocf 
what  the  amount  will  be,  nor  to  whiteiteat 
the  passage  of  this  bill  will  implicate  the  Got 
emment  in  a  liability  to  pay  for  the  destroy     I 
tion  of  property  daring  the  late  wsr.  At  I 
recollect  this  case,  it  was  discoBBedaiverjct^ 
siderable  length  at  a  previous  aamm.  In 
Senate  once  passed  it,  I    believe  opoo  loU 
consideration.     I  do  not  wi^h  to  go  over  ikt 
ground  again ;  but,  as  i  recollect  ibe  case,  it 
is  oi»e  where  our  Army  destroyed  property 
daring  the  conflict  of  arms.    Perhaps  there  u 
some  dispute  as  to  whether  we  first  took  pot- 
aeflsion  of  the  property,  or  whether  it  m 
destroyed  daring  the  conflict.    1  merei;  visit 
to  record  my  vote  against  the  panage  of  tki 

bill. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  am  sorry  that  tbi 
Senator  from  liliooia  has  interposed  an  obje^ 
tion  to  this  bill.  It  was  thoroughly  dijcosiHl 
at  a  former  aenioo  and  passed  by  the  Seotti. 
The  Senator  is  mistaken  in  supposiog  ibsi  i&t 
passage  of  this  bill  will  be  a  precedent  ki 
paying  for  all  the  property  destroyed  dcrii:; 
the  war.  That  would  depend  altogether  a[)OD 
whether  each  case  came  within  the  pnrviev  (^i 
this  one.  This  was  not  property  desirojec 
during  the  war  in  a  hostile  atiack,  but  i:  ^^ 
property  destroyed  by  order  of  the  cocjaianj- 
mg  general  of  the  Federal  forces  in  orda  u 
protect  his  forces  before  the  attack  cos 
menced ;  and  I  cannot  see,  to  save  my  li'^- 
why  when  the  United  States  takes  property 
the  United  States  ought  not  to  pay  for  ^^ 
This  case  is  not  within  the  principle  of  prop- 
erty destroyed  during  a  conflict,  but  it  asumi- 
lates  itself,  and  in  my  judgment  comes  vitiir. 
the  province  of  the  principle  where  the  Umted 
States  a{)propriates  to  itself  property,  and  vben 
it  does,  it  seems  to  me,  it  ought  to  p&y  for  i^ 

Mr.THURMAN.  I  do  not  propose  to  make 
a  speech  on  this  bill.  It  was  very  elaborate.) 
discussed,  1  think,  at  the  last  seisioa  ot^ba 
last  Congress,  especially  by  tbe  Scuaior  frois 
Kentucky  who  sits  on  my  left,  [Mr.  DaHSm 
and  who  is  now  absent.  That  discussion  m 
the  facts  whicb  were  then  preseoted  to  tlJ« 
Senate  seemed  to  me  to  make  a  very  clear  case 
for  the  nassage  of  the  bill,  and  that  ii  by  QO 
means  iurnished  a  precedent  for  tbe  alIow»c« 
of  the  multitude  of  claims  that  the  SeosJo: 
from.  Illinois  thiuks.  It  did  seem  to  me  then 
that  it  was  a  very  clear  case  of  the  appropn* 
tion  bv  the  United  States  of  the  private  prop 
erty  or  an  individual,  and  that  under  the  pro^ 
visions  of  the  Constitution,  as  well  as  by  every 
principle  of  justice,  tbe  United  States  oafW 
to  pay  for  it.  It  was  not,  as  has  been  esid  DJ 
the  Senator  from  Kentuckj',  the  destracuoD 
of  property  in  battle,  bat  it  was  propenj 
destroyed  by  the  United  States  troops  nndtf 
the  order  of  their  commanding  officer  for  we 
purpose  of  preventing  it  from  failing  into  ije 
hands  of  the  enemy  or  of  being  nsed  by  tw 
enemy,  and  therefore  was  property  taken  i 
the  public  use  by  the  Government,  and  tee 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2258 


Government  ought,  nnder  the  express  pro- 
vision of  the  ConstitntioD  as  well  as  upon  prin- 
ciples of  natural  justice,  to  pay  for  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFPlCKR,  (Mr.  Car- 
penter in  the  chair.)  The  (question  is  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill,  on  which  the  yeas  and 
navs  have  been  ordered. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resolted— yeas  27«nays  12;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn.  BUir,  Casserly,  Cooper. 
Daris  of  West  Vinrloia,  Ferry  of  Conneetieat,  Hill, 
Howe,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Lo^an,  Norwood,  Nye,  Pool, 
Pratt,  Ramsey,  Robertson,  Sanlsbnry,  Sawyer, 
Soban.  Scott,  SpriurQe,  Stevenson,  Thnrman.  Tip- 
ton. Windom,  and  Wright— 27. 

NaYS— Messrs.  Carpenter,  Chandler.  Cole,  Cor- 
bett.  Qilbert.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Harlan,  Morrill 
of  MHine,  Osborn,  Sherman,  Sumner,  and  Trum- 
bal]-12. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Bayard.  Bore- 
man,  Brownlow,  Bnckingnam,  Caldwell,  Cameron, 
OiaytoD,  Conkline.  Cragin.  DaTis  of  Kentucky.  Ed- 
munds, renton.  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flonaxan.  Fre- 
linghaysen,  Goldthwaite,  HumiHon  of  Maryland, 
ilamlin,  Hitchcock.  Johnston.  Kellogg,  Morrill  of 
Vermont, Morton,  Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Spen- 
cer, Stewart,  Stockton,  Viekers,  West,  and  Wil- 
ton—84. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

UNITED  STATES  EXPRESS  COMPAIVT. 

Mr.  HOWB.  I  move  that  ibe  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  603. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  608)  for  the  relief  of  the 
United  States  Exprers  Company  was  read  the 
second  time  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  bill  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  issue  and  deliver,  or  canse 
to  be  issued   and    delivered,  to  the   United 
States  Express  Com^an^,  a  joint  stock  associa- 
tion,  having  ita  principal    place  of  business 
in   the  city  of  New  York,  or  to  its  assii^ns, 
new  bonds  in  lieu  of  the  following  described 
bonds  of  the  United  States  of  America,  here- 
tofore issued  in  pursuance  of  the  several  acts 
authorizing  the  same,   which  original   bonds 
were  dcstruyed  by  iire  on  the  New  York  and  Erie 
railroad  on  theSOihdayofJaiitiary,  1866,  while 
in  the  possession  of  the  express  company  for 
transportation,  namely :  first,  of  United  States 
bonds,  commonly  known  as  sixes  of  1881, 
issued  in  pnrsnance  of  the  act  of  Congress 
of  July  17.  1861,  eleven  of  the  denoounation, 
respectively,  of  $1,006|  and  numbered  11766, 
14078,    28179,    5898,    20416,    42281,  42282, 
4228S,  42284,  42286^  4228i;  five  of  the  de- 
uomi nation,  respectively,  of  $100,  antl  num- 
bered 18726,  18728,  10956,  24554,  2456^;  see- 
oodly,  of  United    States    bondai   commonly 
known  as  sizes  ot  1681,  issoed  either  under  the 
act  of  July  17,  1861,  or  of  March  3, 1868,  four 
of   the  denomination,  reepeetively,  of  $100, 
and  nambered  4248,  6871,  6962,  6968 ;  thirdly, 
of  United  States  six  per  cent,  bonds,  commonly 
described  as  five-twetitiea,  issued  in  pursuance 
of  an  act  of  Conf^ess  passed  June  80,  1864, 
ten  of  the  denomination,  respectively,  of  $500, 
and  numbered  15645,    15646,   12276,    12285, 
12281,     12278,    4681,    7128,    10080,    12279; 
fourthly,  of  United  States  bonds,  commonly 
known  as  five-tweniiea,  issued  in  pursuance  of 
the  ace  of  Congress  of  March  8,  1865,  two  of 
the  denomination,  respectively,  of  $600,  and 
lumbered  11946,  11947.    These  new  bonds 
ire  to  be  issued  under  the  acts  in  pursuance 
)f'   which  the  destroyed  bonds  were  respect- 
▼ely  iaaaed,  or  other  equivalent  issues  under 
»ther  laws,  and  are  to  have  attached  to  them 
merest  coupons,  except  for  those  that  were 
lue  and  payable  previous  to  January  30, 1866. 
The  second  section  authorizes  the  Secreuiry 
•  f  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the  United  States 
Express  Company  the  amount  which  would 
ave  been  due  upon  the  following  described 
Veasnry  notes  or  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
:a.  at  the  time  when^  under  the  acts  of  Con- 
resa  and  the  regulations  of  the  Treasury  De- 
artment,  the  notes  could  respectively  have 
een    presented  for  payment,  or  conversion 
ito  bonds  of  the  United  States,  including  in 
ich  payment  all  Uie  coupons  doe  up  to  such 
ntie*  except  those  that  were  due  and  payable 


previous  to  January  80,  1866,  and  adding  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum 
upon  the  principal  of  the  notes,  from  the  time 
wnen  they  could  have  been  presented  until 
the  passage  of  this  act,  namely:  first,  of 
Tieasury  notes  of  the  issue  of  August  15, 
1864,  designated  as  seven- thirties,  two  of  the 
denomination  of  $500,  respectively,  and  num- 
bered 46601  and  164270 ;  one  of  the  denom- 
ination of  $100,  and  numbered  871098;  sec- 
ondly, of  Treasury  notes  of  the  issue  of  June 
15,  1865,  designated  as  seven -thirties,  twelve 
of  the  denomination,  respectively,  of  $500, 
and  numbered  168368,  122090,  77775,  77776, 
77779,  77780, 542, 78905, 47820, 47821, 188684, 
52726 ;  eight  of  the  denomination,  respeciively, 
of  $100,  and  numbered  141106.  886638, 886684, 
336685,  836636,  149310,  231922,  126786: 
twenty  of  the  denomination,  respectively,  or 
fifty  dollars,  and  numbered  188298,  183294, 
183295. 183296, 188297, 183298,183299, 183300, 
188801, 188802, 188808, 183884, 188805,188806, 
183807. 1888U8, 183809, 188810, 188811.183812; 
thirdly,  of  Treasury  notes  of  the  issue  of  July 
15,  1866,  designated  as  seven^thirties,  thirteen 
of  the  denomination,  respectively,  of  $100,  and 
numbered  828785,  32878G,  328787,  828765, 
828766, 828767, 828768, 828769, 828770,828771, 
328772,  328778,  828774;  ten  of  th6  deuomina- 
tion,  respectively,  of  fif  y  dollars,  and  num- 
bered  844878,  845454.  117988, 186696,  881441, 
854046,  233915,  23723,  76594,  14476,  all  of 
which  Treasury  notes  were  destroyed  by  the 
fire  mentioned  in  the  first  section  of  this  aot 
while  in  the  custody  of  the  express  company 
for  transportation. 

The  third  section  provide  that  before  the 
payment  of  the  notes  and  issue  of  the  ne^ 
bonds  mentioned  in  the  act,  the  United  States 
Express  Company  is  to  execute  and  deliver, 
or  cause  to  be  executed  and  delivered,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  such  bond  of  in- 
demnity, payable  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  with  sufficient  sureties,  to  be  ap- 
proved by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
may  be  required  by  him  or  by  the  regulations 
of  the  Treasury  Department. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed^ 

WILLIAM  HRNRT  OTIS. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  ao. 
97,  for  the  relief  of  William  Henry  Otis. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  97)  for  the  relief  of  William 
Heniy  Oils  was  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  By  its  terms  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  to  pajjr  to  William  Henry  Oti8> 
of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  $8,000,  in  full  con- 
sideration tor  growing  crop,  fencing,  and  fruit 
trees  destroyed  upon  and  damages  done  by 
the  United  States  troops  in  and  to  forty- five 
and  a  half  acres  of  laud  belonging  to  him, 
known  as  Camp  Buruside,  lying  and  being 
adjacent* to  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  while  the 
laud  was  occupied  by  the  troops  from  the  year 
1861  to  the  year  1865. 

Mr.  PHAIT.  I  think  the  bill  should  be 
amended  in  the  sixth  line,  that  **  compensa- 
tion" should  be  substituted  for  the  word 
*'  consideration,"  so  as  to  read  **in  full  com- 
pensation."   I  move  that  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MBSSAOfB  VROai  THB  ROUSB. 

A  message  from  the  Honse  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPHCBBeir,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  following  bills ; 
in  which  they  requested  the  eoncurrence  of  the 
Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1541)  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the 
year  ending  June  80,  1878,  and  for  other 
purposes ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1758)  to  authorise  the 


appointment  of  deputies  of  clerks  of  circoit 
and  district  courts: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2116)  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  better 
security  of  life  on  board  of  vessels  propelled 
by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved 
February  28,  1871 ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2202)  authorizing  joint 
entry  by  preemption  settlers,  and  for  other 
purposes ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2205)  for  the  relief  of  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Kearsarge ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2206)  for  tho  payment  of 
R.  M.  Qrecn  for  the  use  of  his  patent  by  the 
Government ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2207)  to  authorize  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  and  to  establish  the 
same  as  a  post  road. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  had  signed  the  following  bills ; 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  was 
requested : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  892) 'granting  a  pension 
to  Marearet  Lee ;  and 

A  biTl  (H.  R.  No.  2124)  granting  the  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  for  the  con- 
stmcuon  of  a  railroad  from  Great  Salt  Lake 
to  Portland,  Oregon. 

nORAGB  TTLBR. 

Mr.  HOWB.  I  move  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  Senaite  bill  No.  686. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  686)  for  the  relief  of  Horace 
Tyler  was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  provides 
for  the  payment  to  Horace  Tyler,  of  New 
Orleans,  Louisiana,  of  $46,410  42,  in  full 
satisfaction  for  all  work  done  by  him  or  by 
his  authority  on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Southwest  rassof  the  mouth  of  the  Mistttssippi 
river,  and  for  all  claims  under  and  by  virtue 
of  a  contract  entered  into  between  him  and 
Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel  M.  D.  McAIester, 
of  the  date  of  6th  November,  1866. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  us  hear  tho  report  in 
this  case. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  Ibllowing  report, 
submitted  by  Mr.  Scott,  from  the  Comuiictee 
on  Claims,  February  21,  1872 : 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  to  wkom  wai  referred 
the  petition  of  Horace  Tyler,  pravinv  oompensaiion 
for  deepening  the  ohanneL  aoroo  the  bar  at  the 
Southwest  Pflsfl  of  the  mouth  of  tho  Mississippi  river, 
beg  leave  to  submit  the  followins  report: 

This  petition  and  aocompanyrox  testimony  were 
referred  to  the  oommittee  durins  the  second  session 
of  the  Forty-First  Consress,  and  were  fully  exam- 
ined by  Hon.  W.  T.  Willey.  whose  report  as  then 
made  met  the  eoneurrenee  of  the  committee,  and  the 
testimony  has  been  refe'xamined,  and  that  report  is 
again sa  >mitted,  as  follows: 

On  the  5th  day  of  November,  1866,  the  said  claim- 
ant entered  into  a  written  eontraet  with  Brevet 
Lientenant  Colonel  M.  D.  McAIester.  of  the  corps 
of  engineers,  acting  with  the  advice  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  then  Secretary  of  War.  as  follows : 

The  said  Horace  Tyler  agrees  and  contracts  to 
deepen,  form,  and  maintain  a  continuous  and  well- 
defined  channel  across  the  bar  at  the  month  of  the 
Southwest  Pass  of  the  month  of  the  Mississippi 
river  to  the  following  dimensions, to  wit:  in  length 
to  extend  from  the  deep  waters  of  the  said  South- 
west Pass  above  the  said  bar  to  the  deep  waters  of 
the  Golf  of  Mexico:  in  width  two  hnndlwd  feet; 
in  depth,  eighteen  reet  below  tho  level  of  mean 
low  water  throughout  the  channel.  The  formation 
of  the  channel  to  be  completed  by  the  2Sd  of  Jan- 
uaiy,  1867.  The  maintenance  of  the  channel  to  be 
eontinnotts  from  the  28d  of  January,  1867.  till  the 
23d  of  April,  1867,  or  until  the  amount  of  the  ez- 
pensee  incurred  in  forming  and  maintaining  the  said 
channel  shall  be  equal  to  the  amount  api  r^priated 
by  Congress  **  for  improTing  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,"  by  an  act  approved  June  23, 1866. 

The  channel  to  be  straight  enough  to  serve  every 
purpose  in  navigation,  and  free  from  all  rooks  and 
other  obstructions^  both  at  the  completion  of  its 
formation  and  during  the  period  of  its  maintenance; 
a  reasonable  time  being  allowed  for  the  removal,  by 
the  most  expeditions  appliances  and  plans,  of  any 
wreek  entering  the  channel  during  the  period  of 
maintenance,  provided  the  work  of  removal  be 
commenced  withont  delay. 

Toe  level  of  mean  low  water  to  be  designated  by 
the  officer  or  agent  in  charge  of  the  improvement 
of  said  Southwest  Pass. 

The  work  of  forming,  deepening,  and  maintaininc 
the  channel,  as  fiir  as  relates  to  the  removal  of 
earthy  sedhnent  wUhfn  Ht  limit*,  to  be  performed 
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by  mea&f  of  harrowioc  or  draggiDff  on,  and  to  and 
fro  aoroM  the  said  bar. 

It  ia  underBtuod  that  the  work  of  doepenins  and 
maintaining  shall  bo  mainly  done  by  means  of  Bish- 
op's improved  dredgiDg-maobioe,  or  submarine 
plow,  woll  and  sabscnntially  conntruoted  and  at- 
tached to  a  vessel  safficiently  stanch  to  resist  the 
effects  of  such  weathers  as  are  ordinarily  experi- 
enced at  the  burs  of  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
river:  both  dredging- machine  and  vessel  to  be  pro- 
pelloa  by  well-constructed  and  mounted  steam- 
engines  of  sufficient  power  to  perform  said  work. 

The  channel  as  deepened  and  completely  formed 
on  the  specified  day.  and  as  maintained  during  the 
specified  period,  to  be  measured  and  inspected  by 
the  officer  or  agent  in  charge  of  the  improvemant  of 
said  Southwest  Pass;  and  if  approved,  the  forma- 
tion and  maintenance' thereof  to  be  paid  for  at  the 
prices  hereafter  stated,  in  payments  as  follows, 
to  wit: 

On  the  completion  of  the  formation  of  the  speci- 
fied channel  to  the  depth  of  seventeen  feet  below 
the  level  of  mean  low  water,  free  from  all  obstruc- 
tions, one  third  of  the  price  for  deepening  and  form- 
ing the  channel. 

On  the  termination  of  the  first  month  of  continu- 
ous maintenance  of  the  specified  channel^  free  from 
all  obstructions,  the  remaining,  one  third  of  the 
price  for  deepeninjc  and  forming  ihe  channel. 

On  the  termination  of  the  second  and  each  suc- 
ceeding month  of  continuous  maintenance  of  the 
specified  channel,  tree  from  all  obstructions,  the 
price  for  one  month  of  maintenance  of  the  channel. 

On  the  completion  of  the  contract,  the  channel 
having  been  formed  and  continuously  maintained, 
as  specified,  the  unexpended'  balance  of  the  said 
appropriation  **  for  improving  the  month  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river." 

And  in  case  of  failure  to  fulfill  or  complete  the 
contract,  the  amounts  retained,  as  hereafter  speci- 
fied or  implied,  will  be  forfeited  to  the  Unired  States 
in  addition  to  and  irrespective  of  any  other  pen- 
alty which  may  be  attached  to  the  non-fulfillment 
of  this  contract ;  and  on  and  after  the  discovery  of 
■uoh  failure,  no  payment  whatever  will  be  made,  and 
no  claim  whatever  against  the  United  States  will  be 
allowed.  The  aforesaid  Brevet  Lieutenant  Colonel 
M.  D.  MoAIester,  acting  as  before  stated,  contracts 
and  engages  that  payments  shall  be  made  to  the  party 
of  the  second  part,  before  mentioned,  the  following 
rates,  namely : 

Fur  deepening  and  formingthe  channel  as  herein- 
before specified,  tlV,900:  for  maintaining  the  chan- 
nel as  hereiubeiore  specified.  $6,700  per  month. 

It  is  further  agreed  and  contracted  that  this  con- 
tract shall  not  be  assigned  or  transferred  to  any 
other  person  or  persons  without  special  permission 
in  writing  first  obtained  from  the  w  ar  Department, 
and  that  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  admitted 
to  any  share  or  part  of  this  contract,  or  to  any  por- 
tion of  the  benefits  to  arise  therefrom. 

In  testimony  wbereof  the  said  parties  have  signed 
and  sealed  this  contract  in  quintri plicate,  the  party 
of  the  first  part  at  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  the  5th 
day  of  November,  1866,  and  the  party  of  the  second' 
part  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  the 
Oth  day  of  November,  1866. 

CfeaL.]  M.  D.  McALESTER. 

Brevet  LieuUnoMt  Colonel  Ettgineere, 

In  the  presence  of— 

G.  S.  DSZTRR. 

JamkbBowlbs. 

CsiAL.!  HORACE  TTLER. 

In  the  presence  of— 

Macbicc  Uuklic. 
U.  C.  Fabri. 

The  claimant  alleges  that,  owing  to  adverse  cir- 
cumstances, such  as  a  ''strike  amoni(  the  workmen, 
bad  Weather,"  Ac,  **  extensions  of  time  were  a^ked 
for  and  sanciioued  by  the  said  MoAIester,"  and  that 
he  was  not  able  to  commence  operations  until  the 
middle  of  March.  1867.  He  further  alleges  that,  ia 
consvqueuce  uf  a  severe  gale  which  occurred  on  2d 
of  May,  1867,  his  dredge- boat  was  blown  ashore, 
and  it  required  two  weeks  of  great  labor  to  extri- 
cate it,  and  HilO.OOj  to  repair  the  damage  done  to  it. 
He  alleges,  however,  that  prior  to  this  time,  to  wit, 
on  the  26ih  of  April,  "  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the 
dredge-bout  reported  that  he  had  opened  a  channel, 
and  that  there  was  nineteen  feet  of  water  on  the 
bar,"  and  that"  this  report  waa  corroborated  by  the 
bar  pilots."  But  when,  on  his  demanding  one  third 
of  the  appropriation,  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the 
work  had,  on  the  19cb  of  May,  completed  his  survey 
of  it,  he  reported  that  a  uniform  depth  of  seventeen 
foet  had  not  been  found,  and  payment,  therefore, 
was  refused.  This,  the  claimant  alleges,  was  evi- 
dently owing  to  the  aforementioned  gale,  which  had 
ahiftei^  the  ouaunol :  that  the  work  was  continued, 
and  that  on  the  13th  of  Juno.  1867,  the  claimant 
received  notice  from  the  said  Lieutenant  Colonel 
MoAIester,  advising  him  that  instructions  bad  been 
received  from  Washington  that  the  contract  was 
annulled,  and  no  nariof  the  stipulated  compensation 
oould  be  paid.  Nevertheless,  the  claimant  alleges 
that  he  continued  the  work  until  toward  the  latter 
part  of  October,  1867,  when  he  had  completed  it  in 
the  manner  although  not  within  the  time  required 
by  his  contract. 

Ihe  complainant  alleges  that  he  acted  during  the 
whole  irunsactiou  in  the  utmost  good  faith,  and  was 
only  prevented  from  completing  the  work  in  the 
time  specified  by  the  unforeseen  and  providential 
hinderanoes  aforesaid. 

The  cl«.imant  also  files  with  hU  petition  the 
■worn  specific  statement  of  himself  and  Cbansey 
Tyler,  that  the  work  done  on  his  said  eentraot 
Mtually  ooit  I79.1W  2(,  inolnding  maohia«rjr,  ^. 


The  committee  bare  examined  the  correspond- 
ence between  the  claimant  and  Lieutenant  Colonel 
MoAIester  and  the  engineer  department  in  reference 
to  the  whole  matter.  The  following  is  the  substance 
ofit: 

Under  date  of  January  23,  1867,  MoAIester 
informed  the  claimant  that  the  time  for  completion 
of  the  work  expired  that  day.  and  it  had  not  been 
commenced,  and  askod  him  for  a  statement  of  the 
steps  he  had  taken  toward  the  performance  of  the 
contract,  the  reasons  for  its  non-fulfillment,  and  the 
efforts  which  were  making  and  had  in  contempla- 
tion for  performing  the  work,  in  oi  der  that  a  de- 
cision might  be  had  as  to  the  measures  proper  to  be 
adopted  on  behalf  of  the  Qovemmentinthepremises. 

On  the  2iUi  of  Jaouary  the  daimaot  replied  as 

follows:  ^T      /v 

Niw  Orliaxs.  Louisiava, 
January,  24 1867. 

CoLONiL :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  communication  under  date  of  Jan- 
uary 23.  In  reply,  I  will  state  that,  owing  to  a  num- 
ber of  causes  which  I  will  enumerate,  and  all  of 
which  were  beyond  my  control.  I  have  as  yet  been 
unable  to  commence  the  work  at  the  Southwest 
Pass,  as  per  contract  between  War  Department  and 
myself,  for  the  reason  that  the  machinery  with 
which  we  proposed  to  do  the  work  is  not  yet  com- 
plete, but  as  most  if  not  all  obstacles  or  impedi- 
ments whioh  have  heretofore  retarded  its  comple- 
tion have  been  surmounted,  I  trust  and  believe  the 
maohinery  will  all  be  in  position  on  the  boat  and 
ready  for  work  in  about  ten  days  from  this  date; 
but  I  would  respectfully  request,  in  view  of  the 
imperfections  to  which  all  new  machinery  is  liable, 
(and  especially  this,  an  entirely  new  device,)  that  I 
may  be  allowed  an  extension  of  time  in  which  to 
commence  and  complete  my  contract. 

The  causes  that  have  led  to  this  unavoidable  delay 
are  as  follows : 

1.  The  inventor,  whose  device  we  proposed  to  use 
in  carrying  nut  our  contract,  had  no  feasible  mode 
of  hoisting  or  lowering  the  screw-plows,  and  an 
arrangement  had  to  be  invented  which  consumed 
quite  ten  days  of  raluable  time  before  we  oould 
eommence  the  working  drawings  for  the  machinery ; 
then  a  short  delay  in  selecting  a  suitable  boat  to 
carry  the  immense  weight  on  her  bow. 

2.  Just  before  the  Christmas  holidays  the  men  in 
the  foundry  (Armstrong's)  struck  for  time  and  wages, 
and  during  the  holidays  the  mechanics  could  not  be 
induced  to  work  for  any  price.  Sereral  castings 
also  proved  defective  and  were  rejected,  and  new 
ones  had  to  be  cast  in  their  stead. 

3.  As  all  this  maohinery  is  of  a  different  design 
from  anything  made  before,  all  the  patterns  for  the 
castings  had  to  be  made,  which  consumed  nearly  as 
much  time  as  would  have  sufficed  to  build  the  ma- 
chinery had  we  the  patterns  ready  made.  Besides, 
the  maehiner/.  for  prudential  motives,  has  been 
increased  in  siseand  weight  from  the  original  design 
to  enable  it  to  dig  twenty  feet  instead  of  eighteen, 
as  per  contract. 

4.  Owing  to  the  great  weight  on  the  boat  used,  she 
commenced  to  open  forward.  We  were  compelled 
to  desist  placing  any  more  machinery  on  the  vessel 
until  she  could  t>e  strengthened,  bulkheads  built, 
and  the  forward  part  of  the  boat  cross-bolted  at 
every  beam  with  iron  rods,  with  heavy  iron  plates 
on  the  outside  of  the  boat. 

All  this  we  could  not  possibly  foresee  at  the  time 
we  assumed  the  contract,  and  each  and  every  dif- 
ficulty as  it  presented  itself  had  to  be  provided  for, 
and  it  all  consumed  time  and  a  raat  deal  of  money. 
A  large  amount  of  iron  and  other  material,  includ- 
ing suitable  chains  to  drive  the  machine,  had  to  be 
ordered  from  other  cities,  as  they  were  not  in  this 
market,  and  some  angle-iron  from  Philadelphia 
only  arrived  here  this  week  which  was  ordered  for 
this  machine  nearly  two  montbs  ago. 

The  different  ports  of  the  machinery  are  now 
nearly  all  complete,  and  the  wooden  frames  are  in 
position  on  the  boat,  as  are  also  the  steam  engines 
(two)  used  to  drive  it.  Mr.  Armstrong's  foundery 
has  the  contract  to  build  the  machinery,  and  the 
whole  force  of  foundery  and  maobine-sbop  is  em- 
ployed on  the  work.  Besides,  Armstrong  has  given 
many  parts  of  the  machine  out  to  other  Tounderies 
to  make,  in  order  to  expedite  the  work  as  much  as 
possible,  and  Leeds's foundenr  isemployed  in  making 
the  steam  windlass  u^ed  to  hoist  the  machine,  and 
two  other  blacksmith  shops  are  employed  at  the 
forging  of  other  parts.  For  the  last  sixty  days  a 
force  of  ship-carpenters  has  been  constantly  em- 
p  oyed  on  the  boat  and  on  the  huge  wooden  frames 
of  the  machine,  and  are  still  working  there.  I  can 
assure  you  that  I  have  used  all  due  diligence  and 
have  endeavored  to  have  the  machine  complete  in 
time  to  fulfill  my  contract.  I  trust  the  above  ex- 
planation will  induce  you  to  grant  me  the  desired 
extension  of  time  to  enable  me  to  complete  the 
machine  and  get  it  at  work  on  the  bar. 

In  confirmation  of  the  foregoing  statements,  I  beg 
that  you  will,  at  your  earliest  convenience,  visit  the 
boat,  and  also  the  foundery,  and  examine  the  for- 
werdnessapd  near  completion  of  the  work. 

I  have  caused  to  beoonstructed  acostly  apparatus, 
and  the  contract  price  which  we  will  receive  (if  suo- 
cexsful)  will  not  even  suffice  to  pay  for  that  inochine. 

I  have  not  commenced  work  on  the  bar,  as  per 
agreement,  but  I  am  ready  and  willing  to  commence 
operations  as  soon  as  the  machine  is  complete,  pro- 
vided you  will  grant  the  required  extension  of  time. 

Hoping  son  will  grant  my  request,  X  am,  colonel. 
respeoUuily,  HORACE  TYLER. 

LieuL  (3ol.  M.  D.  McAlkstir,  U,  S.  A„  Bnffineer  in 
Gkaarge  of  In^^nnrntmU  ef  the  Mcmtk  of  f  A«  Mi$ne' 


Under  date  of  January  28.  the  cUim&at  aued  h 
"  thirty  days'  additional  time,  to  coiopleie  u:. 
opening  of  the  channel." 

By  letter  of  same  date,  McAleiter  sfre«  to  t^i 
extension  of  "  thirty  davs.  subioot  to  luy  ordoi 
which  the  Secretary  of  War  may  bm  fit  to  ucae  i^ 
the  premises."  Claimant's  suretiei  tgnt  to  di-i 
extension. 

Under  date  of  June  29,  MoAIester  iddre<««i  i 
letter  to  the  chief  of  engineers,  coverioi  the  lortt^ 
ing  correspondence  with  claimant,  sad  cononde 
as  follows: 

"  My  action  in  granting  the  exteniioo  wu  hm 
on  a  belief  that  it  offered  the  soreat  De*u  o: 
forming  the  specified  channel  withia  the  ibonet 
possible  period,  no  other  parties  barioc  the  p^ter 
to  commence  the  work  with  any  prospect  of  sneeifl 
so  soon  as  the  conti actor." 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1867,  cUiotiat  vnu  t» 
McAl ester  asking  a  further  extensiim  of  time,  '"kt 
fifteen  days." 

On  the  2d  of  Maroh  MoAIester  replied,  tireeiv 
that  the  time* 'be  further  extended  ftfUea  djfi, 
subject  to  the  disapproval  of  the  honoribl*  5«cn> 
tary  of  War."  Claimant's  suretiev  alw  Bfretd  t- 
this  extension.  Ou  the  same  day  McAlcster  writ 
to  the  chief  of  ongineen,  adving  hits  of  tbii  laati 
arrangement,  conclnUin|(  his  letter  as  follovi: 

*'  In  view  of  the  liability  of  the  contractor'i  bw 
to  shipwreck  by  storms,"  •  •  •  •  -I 
would  respectfully  suggest  that  I  be  faniibed.ii 
soon  as  practicable,  with  instraotiooi  loriafgaid- 
anoe,  in  case  it  becomes  apparent  that  the  en- 
tractor,  from  any  cause,  will  fail  in  the  folfiUaas 
of  his  contract,  m  order  thkt  there  be  aa  liiU«lM 
of  time  as  possible." 

On  the  ^  March  the  engineer  departneal  i^- 
dressed  a  letter  to  Colonel  JCeAleater,  c«duuiu 
the  following  inquiry :  **  Before instractioi  joir;.i 
regard  to  the  application  of  this  uev  appropmu^i 
it  is  desirable  to  know  the  result  of  the  openties 
now  in  progress  under  the  oontraoi  with  Mr.fiuna 
Tyler;  whether  the  same  have  proved  mcocuIbI or 
not.  so  far  as  they  may  have  progressed,  asd  i!:ii 
prospects  are  presented  in  their  further  pro«e« 
tion.^' 

To  which  MoAIester,  on  the  2dth  of  March.  rtylKd 
at  length,  describing  the  character  of  the  drciin- 
boat  and  machinery,  and  character  and  prorca"> 
the  work,  and  iUting  that  *'  with  the  kooviedp  1 
have  I  can  as  yet  predict  neither  the  mmcji  w 
non-success  of  the  contractor."  *  * 
*'  The  last  extension  granted  the  contractor  tzprt, 
on  the  10th  insUnt.  I  have  decided  to  take  ao  ttr- 
ther  action  as  to  extensions,  awaiiiug  the  detem 
ination  of  the  question  of  the  contractor'a  i«k««s^ 

On  the  11th  day  of  April  MoAIester  wrote  ai«iQt^ 
the  chief  of  engineers,  describing  the  pruf  r<9i  aa^ 
prospects  of  the  work,  and  states  in  hia  ieuer  tU:. 
'*  all  things  considered,  I  r^ard  the  pnwpecu  oiva 
contractor's  success  witnin  any  reasonable limito.' 
time  as  considerably  less  at  present thao  oo  ih«  "3^ 
ultimo,  the  date  of  my  last  letter  oo  thiasHh)««- 

Under  daU  of  Mays,  claimant  wrote  to  McAlate 
that,  having  boon  informed  bytbeoffioer  tucbirtt 
of  the  dredge-boat,  the  ouannel  had  beea  opeotd:- 
the  depth  of  nineteen  feet,  and  that  ve««ls  dr««ia{ 
eighteen  feet  nine  inches  had  passed  throoghii^ 
channel,  he  asked  payment  of  the  first  muUntai 
under  the  contract.  ^^     ..,, 

On  the  22d  May  MoAlesUr  wrote  U  the  chief <>i 
engineen  as  follows:  .    ,    ^    l^. 

"Oo  the  morning  of  the  21st  instant  the  drcdceb'^ 
Wiggins,  employed  by  the  oontFactor,  Mr.  aortti 
Tyler,  in  hi«  efforts  under  contract  to  iinpnt*  "j 
{Southwest  Pass,  wasdiaabled  by  aatora.  aod  u  o«* 
in  this  city.  The  contractor  inqairsd  of  me  ua 
morning  whether,  in  case  he  were  williof  ^oj'?^ 
her  immediately  and  send  her  to  work  on  ueotf. 
I  could  assign  any  definite  limit  to  the  exi«i«oB<» 
bis  time  for  completing  the  formation  of  theip««ia«| 
channel,  and  what  that  limit  would  be.  aoa  vyttu 
depend  upon.  I  replied  that  so  long  aa  h«  b«^ 
to  continue  his  efforts  uniutespiptedly  1  bad  do. e- 
tention  of  annulling  hia  cofitraet,  except  a»ji-t 
instructions  from  thoDepartmeot;  that  1  pr«»tt=« 
the  Department  would  issue  instracuoDSoulf  ia"* 
event  of  its  deciding  to  ask  for  prop<w«h  fw' /  ■«., 
contract  for  improving  the  Southwest  P***"^*!  * , 
appropriation  of  $75,000  for  the  curreut  ojw"  f  ««• 
I  turtner  voluntarily  suted  my  opinion  ifi»i  '»• 
capacity  of  his  dredge-boat  (Wiggina) »« »J»f,*^ 
quate  to  the  completion  of  Uia  contract  wJi"*'" '*; 
period  of  time,  adding  nstatemenlof  herdefici^o^if 
and  imperfections,  (already  given  to  ">•  J^*)''"' 
ment  in  my  previous  oommunicaiioaa  on  tneM 

ject.)    He  still  adhered,  however,  to  bu  deeir*  ^ 
continue  his  efforts,  counting,  duubllesa,ttpooi«°r 
continued  fiair  weather  and  a  deepeniugot  vtt  w*^ 
nel  from  natural  causes,  which  usaall/  tacei  p» 
during  the  period  of  low  water  in  the  nm.p« 
vided  he  oould  be  assured  of  an  unlimited  eites  >«" 

of  time.  ^  -K.  D»- 

•*I  would  therefore  respectfully  reqoe*  w^ 

Eartment  to  communicate  to  me.  as  faraa  P^^t^u. 
le.  iU  ultimate  intentions  in  this  matter,^  «| 
Tyler's  information,  at  as  early  a,daie  ta  p<teJ'»'J; 
in  order  that  he  may  decide  whether  or  »J»  "^ 
repair  the  Wiggins,  and  send  her  again  loj^ 
For  the  information  of  the  DepartmeDt,  1  fi«"  ^ 
report  in  this  conneotion  that  the  Wif«i«  »""aj 
at  the  bar  lully  two  months,  dnring  wnich  t  o*  * 
has  actually  worked  on  the  bar  less  than  tweou  ' 
hours.    Her  draught  is  so  slight  that  she  n^J^.^Y. 
swell,  thus  endangering  her  acrewa  and  "»*  "Jf^. 
work  by  which  they  mto  held  in  poaition;  hergajj^. 

are  so  broad  and  so  near  the  *»»«  **»*i';^of  5 
like  waves  or  breakers  ondangeisthesaictr  oi 
boat  itself.   Aa  the  wrews  can  belowsred  ao  » 
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at  no  deeper  than  eighteen  feet  three  inohee  below 
le  actual  water-aartaoe,  they  can  attain  the  depth 
f  eixhteen  f'eot  referred  to  mean  loir  water  during 
eriodi  of  low  tide  only ;  adding  the  consideration 
f  time  necessary  for  repairs,  and  the  Bhortoem  of 
ae  total  period  of  aetuai  work  is  readily  uccooated 
>r. 

**  It  may  not  be  out  of  plaee  to  state  that  whenever 
lie  screws  have  been  mode  to  take  hold  of  the  bar 
eposits,  the  results  have  appeared  to  confirm  the 
orrectness  of  the  prinoiple  adopted,  that  of  barroir- 
ig  or  teariug  up  these  deposits,  iu  connection  with 
le  action  of  the  current,  in  the  case  of  the  tough 
icru^tatiun  found  on  the  outer  slope  of  the  bar,  as 
^ell  as  that  of  tbe  soft  material  underneath  it»  and 
>rmiog  tUe  other  |>ortioas  of  tbe  bar. 

**  I  inclose  herewith  acopy  of  the  contractor's  let- 
er.  claiming  the  first  installment  of  the  reuiuner- 
tiun  per  contract,  and  of  my  letter  to  him,  stating 
kjr  notion  on  the  claim. 

'*  Uis  expenditures  have  been  considerable,  and  he 
tates  that  he  is  much  in  need  of  funds.  It  is  due  to 
im  testate  that,  with  tbe  exception  of  providing 
luiself  with  an  adequate  dredge -boat,  due  doubt- 
MS  to  an  error  of  judgment,  his  eflforts  to  perform 
is  eootraot  have  generally  given  me  satisfaction, 
nd  have  been  characterised  by  an  honest  purpose 
y  discharge  fully  bis  obligations  to  tbe  United 
•tates. 

**  Should  the  Department  deem  it  expedient  to  an- 
ul  his  c  >ntraet,  I  would  therefore  respectfully  reo- 
mmend  that  I  be  authorised  to  reimburse  hiin  to  an 
xtent  not  exceeding  the  actual  cost  of  tbe  machine 
nd  fixtures  added  to  the  Wiggins,  for  tbe  special 
*urpuseof  working  on  the  Suntti west  Pass  bar.  under 
\U  contract  extended  Novembers,  18d6;  leaving  all 
ther  losses,  liioludiug  the  daily  expenses  of  running 
he  dr«dge-boat  and  working  on  the  bar,  from  their 
umpletion  and  departure  for  the  bar,  to  be  borne 
»y  himself. 

**A11  things  considered,  it  is  my  decided  opinion 
hat  the  public  interests  would  be  suoserved  by  im- 
nedtately  annulling  Mr.  Tyler's  contract  for  improv- 
ng  the  Southwest  Pass,  and  reserving  tbe  balance 
vluoh  uuy  remain  of  tbe  appropriation  for  impruv- 
ng  the  mouth  of  tbe  Mississippi  river,  under  which 
liat  contract  was  made,  to  aid  in  carrying  out  the 
mprovement  contemplated  under  the  appropria- 
ioii  for  that  purpose  for  the  ensuing  fiscal  year.  As 
tated  in  my  letter  to  the  Department  of  the  5th 
Dstaot,  the  public  suffers  almost  imperceptibly  from 
iie  bar  obstrujtions  during  the  season  now  begun, 
iM  indieated  generally  bv  the  experience  of  former 
rears. 
"  Very  respeotfally,  your -obedient  servant, 

M.  D.  McALSSTER. 
BrtvH  Brigadier  Oentral,  Major  of  Enginetr*" 

In  reply  to  this  letterthecbief  of  engineers  writes: 

**Yoar  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  announcing  the 
aailure  of  Horace  Tyler,  contractor  for  improve- 
Dent  of  Southwest  Pass,  to  comply  with  the  terms 
>f  the  contract,  bas  been  received.  You  are  anthor- 
xed  to  annul  the  contract  and  inform  the  contractor 
bat  it  is  incompatible  with  the  interest  of  the  work 
,o  extend  further  indnlgenoe,  as  there  is  no  reason 
o  fxpect  more  favorable  results  than  have  been 
>btnined  from  his  efforts,  which  there  is  every  reason 
4>  believe  have  been  exerted  in  goodl'aithand  to  the 
>«^st  of  bis  ability. 

**  Yon  will  also  inform  him  that  there  is  no  author- 
ty  of  law  for  making  payment  for  actual  cost  of 
naebinery  or  fixtures  desiaued  for  the  special  pur- 
>oaa  of  working  at  thefc$onthwest  Pass. ,  Reimburse- 
nent  for  losses  suataiued  under  his  failure  to  com- 
>ly  with  the  contract  can  only  be  made  under  an  act 
>t  Congress  esi>ecially  authorizing  it." 

Under  date  of  June  13,  McAlester  writes  to  the 
;hief  of  engineers: 

*  *  I  b  ave  the  honor  to  anknowledge  receipt  of  engin- 
ler  department  letter  of  the  8th  instant.  As  au- 
horixed  thereby.  I  have  annulled  Mr.  Tyler's  con- 
jract,  and  have  commnntoated  to  him  the  decision 
'egardiug  remuneration  for  his  outlays." 

In  support  of  cluiumat's  aliegauou  that  he  did 
Inally  open  tbe  said  pass  according  to  the  specifioa- 
ioas  of  the^coutract,  he  sbowi  that,  on  applkeation 
o  tlfe  president  and  members  of  tbe  Chamber  of 
bommeree  of  New  Orleans,  he  procured  a  survey  and 
"•port  upon  tbe  eondition  of  said  pass  to  be  made. 
Tbia  board  of  survey  consisted  of  James  B.  McCon- 
lell.  agent  appointed  by  the  underwriters  of  New 
)rleaus:  £dward  A.  Freeman,  oaptain  United  States 
evenue  service ;  W.  F.  Loan,  aoting  engineer  Uni- 
ed  States  Navy;  and  Asa  Poyson  and  Asa  A.  Doug- 
ass,  bar  pilots.  On  the  Uth  November.  1867,  they 
nade  the  following  report:   .  , 

"  We,  tbe  undersigned,  having  been  appointed  a 
sommiiteo  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  water  at  the 
>outhwest  Pass,  do  certify  that  we  have  this  day 
nade  a  careful  sounding  of  the  same,  and  find  the 
owest  depth  of  water  to  be  eighteen  feet  ten  inches 
nean  low  water,  and  for  a  width  of  two  hundred 
Vet,  and  this  alter  the  prevaleoceof  a  strong  north- 
erly wind,  which  always  causes  a  very  low  tide.  We 
nrtber  certify  that,  iu  our  opinion,  this  depth  of 
vater  is  owing  to  tbe  constant  operations  of  the 
Iredge  machine  Wigains's  Ferry," 

Tbe  president  of  the  said  Chamber  of  Commerce 
certifies  that "  the  several  signers  to  said  certifioate 
>f  survey  are,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  experl- 
iDced  and  competent  men,  and  that  their  certifioate 
•  entitled  to  full  faith  and  orediu"  Ue further  eer- 
ifies  to  the  fidelity  of  claimant  iu  proseeuting  his 
vork,  and  the  great  value  of  the  improvement 
rffeeted  by  what  he  did.  ^, 

Claimant  also  files  tbe  certificate  of  Thomas  A. 
Idams,  prstident  of  the  board  of  underwriters  at 
(7«v  Orleaas,  to  the  effeot  that  the  report  of  the 


board  of  survey  aforesaid**  is  entitled  to  the  fnllest 
confidence;"  and  declares  that  the  claimant  is 
"entitled  to  the  most  liberal  consideration  of  tbe 
Government." 

Claimant  also  files  oertifioates  of  the  Hamburg 
American  Packet  Company,  stating  that  the  **  steam- 
ers of  their  line  during  the  season  of  1867-68  passed 
the  bar  at  Southwest  Pass,  in  and  out,  drawing 
eighteen  feet  six  inches  to  eighteen  feet  nine  inehSB.** 

It  also  appears  that  during  the  year  1867,  the  fol- 
lowing vessels,  drawing  depths  as  here  stated,  did 
psss  throogh  said  pass,  to  wit : 

Ship  Marcia  Greenleaf,  out,  April,  seventeen  and 
a  half  feet. 

Ship  Old  Dominion,  out,  April,  eighteen  feet. 

Ship  U.  L.  Richardson,  out,  April,  eighteen  and  a 
half  feet. 

Ship  John  Sidney,  in.  April,  seventeen  and  a  half 
feet. 

Ship  T.  P.  Sage,  oat,  April,  seventeen  and  a  half 
feet. 

Ship  Asage,  out.  May,  eighteen  feet. 

Ship  Havelook,  out.  May,  eighteen  feet.  • 

Ship  Wyoming,  out.  May,  eighteen  feet. 

Ship  May  Flower,  in,  June,  eighteen  feet. 

Barx  Rome,  out,  June,  eighteen  feet. 

Ship  Wild  Hunter,  in,  July,  eighteen  feet. 

ShipLaneasuran,  out,  July,  eighteen  and -a  quarter 
feet. 

Ship  Belgruia,  out,  July,  eighteen  and  a  half  feet. 

Ship  Waverly,  in,  August,  seventeen  and  a  half 
feet. 

Ship  May  Flower,  out,  August,  seventeen  feet. 

Bark  Mereidia,  in,  September,  eighteen  feet. 

bteamer  City  of  Limerick,  out,  December,  eighteen 
feeu 

Steamer  Teutonia,  out,  December,  eighteen  feet. 

Steamer  Conoordia,  out,  December,  seventeen  feet 

Thus  showing  that,  in  tue  months  of  April,  May, 
June,  July,  August,  September,  and  December.  1867, 
vessels  drawing  a  depth  of  eighteen  feet  (tbe  depth 
required  by  the  contract)  and  more,  had  repeatedly 
passed  in  and  out  through  the  said  Southwest  Pass. 

On  tbe  14th  of  January,  1870,  theSeeretanr  of  War. 
in  eomplianoe  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
April  19, 18^.  directing  an  examination  to  be  made 
as  to  the  eondition  of  the  bar  at  .the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  at  Southwest  Pass,  transmitted  to 
the  Senate  a  report  of  the  chief  of  engineers,  of  the 
date  of  January  14, 1870,  which  contains  the  follow- 
ing statements: 

I  ba?e  the  honor  to  state  that  the  examination 
required  was  made  in  the  latter  part  of  November 
last,  when  it  was  found  that  the  length  of  the  bar  at 
Southwest  Pass,  from  twenty  feet  depth  of  water 
inside  to  twenty  feet  outside,  was  nine  tbonsand 
feet,  with  sixteen  feet  of  water  through  at  mean  tide. 
Daring  the  time  of  the  examination  tbe  wind  blew 
fresh  from  the  south  ward,  and  undoubteaty  increased 
the  usual  depth  of  about  fourteen  feet  to  sixteen 
feet." 

Thus  it  appears  tbatainee  the  claimant,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1867,  had  opened  the  pass,  as  he  alleges,  and  as 
tbe  foregoing  testimony  would  seem  to  prove  it  had 
been  opened  to  the  depth  of  eighteen  feet  ten  inches, 
it  had,  at  some  time  between  that  date  and  Novem- 
ber, 1869,  filled  up,  leaving  a  depth  of  only  from  four- 
teen to  sixteen  feet.  Tbis  filling  up  will  be  ex- 
plained by  the  following  extract  from  a  report  on 
the  physios  and  hydraulics  of  the  Mississippi,  mode 
in  1861  by  the  chief  of  engineers  and  Brevet  Brigadier 
Qeneral  Abbot : 

**  Tbaban  at  tbe  mouths  of  the  Mississippi  river 
are  always  forming,  and  a  perpetual  annual  expend- 
iture must  be  incurred  to  increase  permanently  the 
depth  of  water  upon  them.  In  tbis  all  engineers 
who  have  written  upon  the  snbiect  agree.  The  ap- 
propriations made  by  Congress  for  that  oideet,  bow- 
ever,  have  been  given  irregularly  and  at  intervals 
of  several  years;  so  that  the  deepening  of  tbe  chan- 
nels effected  by  one  appropriation  has  been  filled  in 
long  before  the  passage  of  tbe  next.  To  be  of  prac- 
tical benefit  to  navigation,  the  depth  of  tbe  chan- 
nels must  be  permanently  increased,  a  condition 
tk^t  could  never  be  attained  under  the  system  of 
a^ropriations  heretofore  followed." 

This  report  of  tbe  chief  of  engineers  contains  the 
following  reference  to  the  claimant  and  bis  afore- 
said oontraot,  and  shows  that  nothing  bad  been  done 
to  tbe  Southwest  Pass  since  the  claimant  quit  work- 
ing upon  it  in  Ootober,  1867 : 

"  Under  tbe  appropriation  of  $76,000  June  23, 1866, 
a  contract  was  entered  into  for  tbe  excavation  of  a 
channel  across  the  bar  at  tbe  Southwest  Pass  two 
hundred  feet  in  width  and  eighteen  feet  deep  at 
mean  low  water,  to  be  completed  within  aspeeified 
time  and  maintained  for  three  months.  Tbe  con- 
tractor, however,  failed  to  complete  his  dredge-boat 
in  due  season,  and  on  his  application  the  time  was 
repeatedly  extended,  until  it  finally  appeared  that, 
owiaa  to  the  inadequate  and  imperfect  character 
of  the  boat  and  macuinery,  he  was  likely  to  accom- 
plish no  resulC  The  eontraot  was  finally  annulled, 
leaving  the  greater  part  of  this  appropriation  unex- 
pendea,  and  nothing  farther  has  been  done  as  yet 
toward  deepening  tbe  bar  at  tbe  Southwest  Pass." 

Such  are  the  tacts  presented  by  this  case.  Thej^ 
show  that  the  claimant  failed  to  commence  his 
work  until  after  the  time  for  its  completion  had 
expired;  that  suoh  failure  was  not  tbe  result  of 
any  bad  faith  on  his  port,  bat,  in  part,  was  owing 
to  a  misconception  of  tbe  difiiealtiee  of  the  work, 
and.  in  part,  to  unforeseen  and  providential  bin- 
deranees;  that  the  agent  and  representaUve  of  the 
Qovemment,  reeogniatng  the  good  intention  and 
good  faith  of  tbe  contractor  to  enter  upon  and  com- 
plete the  work,  repeatedly  extended  the  time  for 
the  oompletion  thereof;  that  in  April,  1867,  prior  to 


the  annulling  of  the  eontraot,  the  channel  through 
the  pass  had  oeen  opened  to  suoh  a  depth  that  ves- 
sels drawing  a  depth  of  more  than  eighteen  feet  bad 
repeatedly  passed  through  the  same;  that  the  rea- 
son why  said  obannel.  on  the  subsequent  survey 
thereof  by  direction  of  tbe  agent  of  the  Govern- 
ment, made  in  May,  1867.  showed  a  less  depth  than 
seventeen  feet,  was.  probably,  owing  to  tbe  severe 
storm  of  the  2d  of  May,  which  had  driven  claim- 
ant's dredge-boat  ashore;  that  said  agent,  while 
advising  the  annulling  of  the  contract,  nevertheless 
stated  that  the  claimant,  in  **  bis  efforts  to  perform 
bis  contract,  bad  generally  given  him  satisfaction,  and 
had  been  oharaoterised  b/  an  bonestpurpose  to  dis- 
charge fully  his  obligations  to  the  United  States," 
and  therefore  recommended  that  he  *'  be  authoriied 
to  reimburse  claimant  to  an  extent  not  exceeding 
the  actual  cost  of  tbe  machine  and  fixtures  "  whiob 
be  had  employed  in  working  on  the  paas ;  that  after 
the  annulling  of  tbe  contract,  without  any  author- 
ity on  tbe  part  of  the  Government,  the  claimant 
continued  his  work  until  some  time  iu  October,  1867, 
when,  alleging  that  be  bad  completed  the  channel 
to  tbe  depth  and  width  required  by  tbe  contract,  he 

Srooured  a  survey  thereof  under  the  direction  of  tbe 
hamber  of  Commerce  of  New  Orleans,  as  bereib- 
before  stated,  which  was  made  in  November,  1867 ( 
that  according  to  the  evidence  the  channel  was 
then  so  open  to  the  depth  claimant  alleged  it  was; 
and  finally,  that  the  amount  actually  expended  by 
the  claimant  on  said  work,  according  to  the  state- 
ment thereof  in  detail,  including  machinery  for 
dredge-boat,  cost  of  repairs,  &c.,  verified  by  the 
affidavits  of  himself  and  one  Chauneey  Tyler,  was 
$79,199  ^ 

Moreover,  the  presumption  is  that  if  the  claimant 
had  finished  his  contract  in  the  time  and  manner 
required  by  tbe  contract,  and  had  kept  the  channel 
open  for  three  months,  as  required,  (for  then  the 
appropriation  in  ibis  bebalt  would  have  been  ex- 
hausted.) and  the  channel  bad  then  been  left  to 
itself,  as  it  probably  would  have  been,  it  would,  for 
the  reasons  stated  in  tbe  report  above  cited  of  1861. 
made  by  tbe  chief  of  engineers  and  General  Ab- 
bot, have  "filled  in  long  before"  1860,  when  tbe 
examination  of  said  pass  was  made  in  conformity 
with  tbe  resolution  of  tbe  Senate  of  April,  1860.  It 
seems  that  the  irregularity  of  the  appropriations  by 
Congress  usually  led  to  tbe  very  result  in  other  cases 
which  occurred  in  this  case;  and  it  is  probable^ 
indeed,  under  the  circumstances  it  is  almost  cer- 
tain—that if  the  claimant  had  opened  the  Southwest 
Pass  within  the  time  and  in  the  manner  required  by 
his  contract,  and  had  been  paid  for  it,  the  pass 
would  have  been  in  the  same  condition  in  wdich  it 
was  found  when  it  was  examined,  as  aforesaid,  In 
November,  1860. 

Does  tbe  cose  as  thus  stated  create  an  equitable 
obligation  on  the  part  of  tbe  Government  to  pay 
anything  to  the  claimant ;  and  if  so,  what  amount 7 
The  agent  of  the  Government  who  made  tbe  con- 
tract and  supervised  the  work  thought  so,  for  he  did 
**  recommend  that  he  be  authoriied  to  reimburse  the 
claimant  to  an  extent  not  exceeding  ihe  actual  cost 
of  the  machine  and  fixtures  added  to  the  W>gginj, 
for  the  special  purpose  of  workiogon  tbe  Soutbwest 
Pass  bar;"  ana  the  language  of  the  authorities  at 
Washington  declining  to  allow  such  payment  to  be 
made 'was  "reimbursement  for  losses  sustained 
under  his  failure  to  comply  with  his  contract  can 
only  be  made  under  act  of  Congress  especially  au- 
thorising it." 

The  aggregate  amount  of  the  expenses  thus  rec- 
ommended to  be  pa  d  is  832.778  83.  (See  afildavits 
of  Joon  Armstrong  and  Thomas  G.  Mackie.) 

But  the  committee  are  of  opiniou*tbat  tbe  Govern- 
ment is  itself,  to  some  extent,  responsible  for  the 
continuance  of  the  work  by  the  claimant  until  the 
time  of  *.he  annulment  or  the  contract,  about  the 
13th  of  June.  Knowing  all  the  previous  circum- 
stances, the  agent  of  tbe  Governmont  virtuully  en- 
couraged the  claimant  to  proceed  with  it  until  about 
that  time.*  It  does  not  appear  that  the  continuance 
of  the  work  by  the  claimant  was  instrumental  in 
preventing  aoy  other  person  from  undertaking  it. 
If  the  Government  bad  provided  the  necessary 
means  for  keeping  the  channel  open  in  November. 
1867,  and  had  kept  those  means  in  operation,  it  would 
to-day  be  in  theooodition  in  which  the  claimant 
had  contracted  to  make  it,  and  in  which  he  left  it  at 
that  time.  TheGovernment  bas  done  nothing  to  the 
work  since,  and  by  its  own  neglect  now  finds  it 
••  filled  in." 

Tbe  committee,  considering  all  the  circumstances, 
are  of  the  opinion  tbat  tbe  claimant  is  equitably 
entitled  to  at  least  the  amount  of  money  ho  actnnlly 
expended  on  said  work,  which  is  $46,410  42.  This 
sum  does  not  include  the  expense  of  tbe  mu^binery 
and  apparatus  of  his  dredge- boat,  which,  perhaps, 
are  now  of  little  value,  and  which,  as  before  stated, 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  •S2,7B8  83. 

Tbe  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  report  the 
acoompanying  bill,  appropriating  te  said  claimant 
the  above  sum  of  $46,410  42.  in  full  for  tbe  whole 
claim,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out ameadment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

0.  AMD  H.  W.  SPBROIR. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  ibat  the  Senate  pro* 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  687. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  687)for  the  relief  of  Charlee 
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and  Henry  W.  Spencer  was  read  the  second 
time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  It  provides  forthe  payment  to  Charles 
Spencer  and  Henry  VV.  Spencer  of  $8,196  60, 
in  fall  for  the  illeffsl  seizure  and  destruction 
of  their  boat  and  personal  property  on  the 
Mississippi  river  at  New  Madrid,  Missouri,  in 
the  year  1864. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  '  What  are  the  facts  of  tho 
case  ?    Is  there  a  report  ? 

Mr.  HOWE.  There  is  a  report.  I  wilt  say, 
with  reference  to  this  particular  bill,  that 
although  I  ask  the  Senate  to  proceed  to  its 
consideration  i  do  so  because  it  was  reported 
by  the  committee.  It  has  twice  been  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Claims.  I  am  not  at  all 
satisfied  with  it  myself.  I  think  the  claim  is 
not  well  founded*,  but  a  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee decided  the  other  way  a  year  ago,  I 
think,  and  on  my  motion  it  was  recommitted. 
It  was  taken  up  during  the  present  session 
during  my  absence  and  was  considered  by  the 
committee  again,  and  is  reported  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Wright.]  It  was  before 
reported  by  the  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Pbatt,]  both  very  good  judges  and  safe  men, 
as  we  ail  know.  I  do  not  propose  to  make  any 
resistance  now.  I  only  mention  as  a  fact  that 
it  is  not  a  bill  that  I  acquiesce  in  myself. 

Mr.  WBIQ'HT.  If  there  is  any  question 
about  this  bill  I  would  ask  to  have  the  report 
read,  as  showing  in  the  briefest  possible  man- 
ner the  facts  of  the  case  and  the  nature  of  the 
claim.  There  is  no  question  in  my  own  mind 
B8  to  the  correctness  of  the  claim;  and  I  think 
the  daim  ought  to  be  allowed  for  a  larger 
amount  thaa  this,  if  there  is  any  point  to  be 
made  abmit  it. 

Mr.  SUMNEIl.  I  think  the  report  ought 
to  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  report, 
submiAed  by  Mr.  Wright  on  the  2Ut  of  Feb- 
ruary, as  follows : 

The  Committaa  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referrod 
the  petition  of  Charles  and  Henry  W.  Spencer  for 
compenstftlon  on  account  of  the  illegal  seizure  of 
their  trading-boat  0.  K.,  and  the  stock  of  good!  on 
board,  having  had  the  same  under  oonsideration, 
report : 

In  April.  1S64,  William  W.Spcnoer  and  Heary  W. 
Speacar.  sona  of  Charles  Speno^,  were  the  owners 
of  a  trading-boat  called  the  0.  E.,  and  had  on  board 
of  it,  at  New  Madrid,  a  military  post  on  the  Missis^ 
sippi  river,  a  stock  of  goods  invoidDg  about 'eight 
thousand  dollars.  The  boat  was  one  hundred  feet 
long,  twenty  feet  wide^  and  estimated  to  be  worth 
from  two  thousand  to  thirty-five  hundred  dollars. 

la  that  month  William  sold  out  all  his  interest  in 
the  boat  and  stoek  of  goods  to  his  father,  Charles 
Spencer.  Charles  and  Uenry  W.  Speneer,  the  me- 
morialists, henceforth  owned  both  boat  and  stock 
jointly  and  equally.  Upon  becoming  a  partner. 
Charles  Spencer  added  to  the  stock  the  goods  he  had 
in  Bvansville,  and  purchased  som«  additional  goods 
in  New  York.  The  entire  stock  is  estimated  by 
some  witooMes  at  $17,000.  Charles  Spencer  hinuelf 
puts  it  at  S13,000. 

It  is  claimed  that  as  sales  were  made  the-proeeeds 
were  reinvested  in  goods,  lamber,  and  iron,  no  part 
of  the  capital  and  earnings  being  withdrawn  beyond 
the  expenses  of  the  business  and  the  family,  which 
lived  on  the  boat.  The  family  consisted  of  the  father, 
mother,  two  sons,  and  two  children,  Mr.  Oilman, 
and  Aaron  Weeka*  a  fur-buyer,  who  boarded  with 
the  family. 

The  boat  was  very  full  of  goods,  aad  a  qnaatity  of 
lumber  and  iron  was  pilea  nnon  the  bank  of  the 
river.  The  firm,  which  dealt  in  these  artloles,  had 
six  thousand  feet  of  pine  plank,  flooring  and  riding, 
piled  partly  oa^he  boat  and  partly  oa  the  baak,aBd 
seven  tons  of  iron,  one  half  wrongbt,  the  real  east. 

There  was  at  that  time  ao  order  or  regulation  pro- 
hibiting the  sale  of  goods  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river  to  Union  men,  as  the  Speaeers  elaim.  and  if 
the  facjt  was  otherwise  they  had  bo  notice  ot  it. 

One  William  A.  Cupps,  who  lived  in  Tennessee, 
about  forty-five  miles  below  New  Madrid,  visited  Uie 
latter  place  on  10th  June,  1864i.  to  purchase  somo 
family  supplies.  Ee  was  a  goad  Union  nan,  aad  two 
of  his  brothers  had  enlisted  in  the  Unien  servioe. 

A  Captain  Prowitt,  of  the  first  Missouri  cavalry, 
was  in  command  of  this  post.  Ottpps  was  arrested 
and  searched,  and  taken  by-  the  guasd  to  the  head- 
quarters, but  nothing  being  found  on  him,  he  was 
released.  He  then  went  to  this  trading-boat  and 
bought  a  quantity  of  dry  goods  and  some  show  for 
women  and  children,  the  whole  bill  amounting  to 
about  forty-five  dollars,  and  being  strictly  family 
supplies.  After  oifbt  the  ferry-boat,  which  was 
operated  by  Mr.  Junes,  having  stopped  running, 
Henry  Spencer  was  about  putting  Cupps  across  the 
river  in  ois  skiff  with  his  bill  of  goods,  when  both 
were  arrested  aad  takan  to  hesdqaarten  and  pat  in 


irons,  the  soldiers  dividing  the  goods  among  them- 
selves. 

When  Cupps  was  thus  arrested  the  second  time, 
fifty  dollars  of  his  Tennessee  money  was  taken  from 
him  and  divided  among  the  soldiers ;  and  when  sent 
to  the  sruard-boose  his  remaining  money,  9200,  was 
stolen  from  him  while  sick. 

This  alleged  illicit  trade  was  made  the  pretext, 
the  next  morning,  for  seising  the  boat  and  its  stock 
of  goods,  and  for  taking  prisoner  the  elder  Spencer, 
than  fifty-six  years  of  age.  H«  sad  his  wills  were 
treated  with  great  brntaiity.  She  was  foreed  to  give 
up  all  the  money  in  her  possession,  and  her  person 
Wis  rudely  searched.  The  party  who  thus  entered 
the  boat  was  a  squad  of  soldiers,  headed  by  Captain 
Prewitt  aad  Quartermaster  Doraey.  Though  jmst 
recovering  from  a  fever,  Charles  Spencer  was  com- 
piled to  walk  on  fi>ut  and  thnmgh  a  pond  of  water, 
knee-deep,  which  could  easily  have  been  avoided. 
Ue  was  imprisoned  ia  the  gasjrd-hoosa  uatil  ho  was 
sent  to  StTLouis.  Ue  was  placed  on  the  deck  of  the 
boat  where  the  horaea  werot  without  a  seat  or  bed  or 
nourishment  of  any  kind,  although  ia  a  very  weak 
condition.  At  St.  Louis  he  was  takeo  to  the  provost 
marshal  general's  oQioe  aad  thence  to  prinoa,  where 
he  was  confined  several  weeks. 

The  party  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  entered  the 
boat  wece  all  armed ;  their  manner  was  tamultaoos, 
and  they  were  so  numerous  as  to  fill  the  boat. 

After  the  elder  Spencer  had  been  arrested  and 
taken  ashore  the  boat  was  dropped  down  the  river 
opposite  to  and  under  the  guns  of  the  forL  Before 
it  was  taken  from  the  landing  the  olfioers  of  the 
party  left,  while  the  soldiers  that  remained  took 
freely  of  the  goods  in  the  store-room.  No  one  re- 
strained them.  Thev  demanded  wines  and  cigars 
of  Mrs.  Spencer.  When  the  boat  was  tied  up  Oppo- 
site tho  fort  the  soldiers  made  a  geaerai  rush  ft>r  the 
goods  in  the  store-room  part  of  the  boat,  opening 
the  windows  and  putting  goods  out  there.  They 
were  not  restrained  by  the  commissioned  officers  on 
shore.  Mrs.  Spencer  appealed  to  these  oflkers  to 
put  a  stop  to  the  pillage  that  was  going  on.  One  of 
them  replied,  **  Oh,  the  boys  will  do  it ;  wo  eannot 
help  it;  I  guess  they  have  a  bettor  right  to  it  than 
you  have." 

In  sight  of  Captain  Prewitt  and  other  officers  the 
elder  Speneer  was  hung  in  effigy  to  the  mast  of  the 
boat.  Prewitt  sneeringly  asked  the  afflleted  wife  if 
she  would  not  like  to  see  her  hasbaad.  On  the 
night  of  tho  13th  of  June  the  boat  was  robbed  of  a 
considerable  qnantity  of  goods  on  the  nver  side, 
throngh  the  windows,  while  a  guard  was  on  the 
boat  pretending  to  guard  it.  Captain  Prewitt  was 
informed  of  the  robbery  next  morning,  but  ap- 
peared to  disbelieve  the  story,  and  made  no  effbrt 
to  recover  the  goods. 

Lieutenant  Boraey.  post  quartermaster  and  noting 
assistant  provost  marshal,  was  also  informed  of  the 
robbery.  He  promised  to  havo  the  stolen  property 
hunted  up,  but  none  of  it  was  ever  returned. 

On  the  loth  of  June,  Captain  Prewitt,  Lteutenaat 
Doney.  Osoar  Prewitt,  and  Robert  Borsey  met  on 
board  the  boat  for  the  purpose,  as  they  said,  of 
invoicing  the  stock.  Afber  spending  some  time 
looking  through  the  goods,  but  makinv  no  invoice, 
they  estimated  the  stock  to  amount  to  99,000.  Lieu- 
tenantr Boraey  took  away  with  him  a  pair  of  boots 
worth  eight  dollars,  and  a  fine  fclt  "  nianter's  hat" 
worth  seven  dollars.  About  theSOthof JuDe«  Captain 
Hugh  Haslett,  detailed  from  tho  provost  marshal 

general's  department  of  the  Missouri,  arrived  ftom 
U  Louis  and  took  charge  of  the  goods  oa  tho  boat 
as  well  as  the  priaoners. 

Under  Haslett's  directions  soma  workmen  pfo- 
ceeded  to  take  the  goods  out  of  the  boat;  some  were 
taken  to  tho  commissary  store  at  New  Madrid ; 
others  were  put  on  board  the  gun-boat  No.  5S,  lying 
at  tho  stern  of  the  tradingoboat.  Haslett  ordered 
Mrs.  Spencer  and  her  children  ashore ;  she  refteed 
to  go  so  long  as  her  property  remained  on  board  the 
boat.  Ho  then  ordered  her  to  be  searched,  wtiich 
was  done  very  rudely.  The  offioers,  Prewitt,  Bor- 
sey. aad  Haslett,  examined  the  books  and  papars  of 
the  boat,  questioning  her.  They  were  Bli> inflttenQ|d 
with  liquor— one  of  them  very  drunk.  ^ 

This  man  Haslett,  on  the  27th  of  June,  made  a 
report  of  his  proceedings  to  Odoael  J.  P.  Saader- 
son,  provost  marshal  general,  Ac,  from  which  it 
seems  that  he  acted  under  Special  Orders  No.  109^ 
issued  on  the  18th  of  June,  and  that  punnant  thereto 
he  ptooeeded  to  New  Madrid-  to  make  an  investiga- 
tion into  the  seiaure  and  arrest.    He  says: 

**I  find  that  Charles  Spencer,  H.  W.  Spencer,  and 
H.  Cupps  have  been  arrested  by  the  poet  commander, 
Captein  Pre  Witt,  fiistMissoari  cavalry,  oa  the  charge 
of  smuggling.  Spencer  aad  his  sea  were  owaers  of 
the  trading-boat  0.  K.,  lying  at  New  Madrid.  He^ 
Prewitt*  had  removed  tha  boat  flrom  its  Ibmer  posi- 
tion and  plaoed  it  under  the  goBo  of  the  fort,  some 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  below  its  former  position. 
I  proeeeded  to  investigate  the  ease,  and.beoame  con- 
vinced, from  the  evidence  elicited,  that  the  parties 
wore  gailty  as  charged ;  thereupon  I  seised  the  boat 
and  goods  contaiaed  on  it;  the  goods  I  have  ra- 
voiced  and  brought  with  me  to  St.  Loais ;  they  are 
npw  in  possession  of  Lievtenaat  Fish,  acting  igawr* 


*'  The  boat  I  was  oompelled  to  leave,  as  it  was  loo 
old  to  be  brought  up.  The  prisonen  I  broaght*--MM 
old  man  Speneer,  his  son,  aad  Cupps;  they  ara  aow 
in  the  Gratiot  street  prison. 

**  AtNew  Madrid  Ihadgreatdiffloalty  ia  s^tslbiag 
aay  evidence,  on  aeoount  of  tho  dialoyaHji  •#  tim 
citisens  and  the  ineffiotenoy  of  the  United  States 
authorities,  I  succeeded,  however,  in  obtaining 
statesMBts  from  W.  B.  Jones,  of  Kentoehy.  and  F. 
Biggins,  of  New  Madrid,  which  staleOMnts  prove 


the  guilt  of  the  parties  apprefaeoded  beyond  ari 
It  is  proper  to  state,  however,  that  the  priioQm  hu 
been  arrested  before  my  arrival.  The  (oedi  sejad 
by  the  authorities,  and  afterward  bjmneU;  I  nii* 
at  about  six  thousand  dollars. 

**  On  their  trading-boat  I  found  s  (uumtli  tk 
complete. 

"Please  see  statementscf  Jones  and  Biaiof  in    I 
dosed.  ' 

**  Respectfully  submittal; 

HUGB  HAZLEn. 
AniaUtat  Entttm." 

When  the  boat  was  first  seised  a  barrel  of  vhtiki 
was  taken  from  it  to  the  commissary  of  the  poo,  ud 
was  Issued  to  fatigue  parties^  ia  parUiad  ia  pm 
was  used  in  the  veteran  recruit  boaioeei.  Vb«atike 
boat  was  dropped  down  opposite  the  fort  thesoUiio 
on  board  threw  into  the  river  a  lot  of  itemiR, 
Jars,  Ac,  and  helped  themselves  freely  to  soeb  im- 
cles  of  use  and  ornament  as  were  portiJtle,  ud  their 
wants  or  tastes  prompted  thenLto  appropriate  Sib- 
sequent  to  its  being  tied  up  two  raids  on  the  boit 
were  made  by  the  soldiers. 

As  to  the  lumber  and  iron,  noaa  appeui  to  kin 
been  taken  to  St.  liouis.  The  lomber,  vhiek  k 
proved  to  have  been  worth  €!£,  was  noalj  sad  s 
the  post  in  building  aad  repairinj;  banaeb.  Ike 
officers  participated  m  the  appropnatioD.  Aitotla 
iron,  some  of  it  was  used  at  the  pest,  a  put  vi< 
stolen,  and  the  rest  caved  with  toe  bank  into  tk 
river.  Both  iron  aad  lumber  were  vkoUj  loa  b 
the  owners. 

The  Spencers  were  loMrisoned  for  maoirvMbii 
St.  Louis  before  they  obtained  a  trial.  ib«r  «m 
wholly  separated  from  their  goods,  aad  eooid  exe- 
cise  no  control  over  them.  Manj  were  moIcd  h^ 
abstracted  while  they  were  at  New  Madrid.  I^t 
discipline  was  very  lax ;  no  safficieot  tQard  vakiyt 
over  the  boat.  At  one  time,  while  the  boat  van 
charge  of  tbe  militaiy  authorities,  two  ihelrM  wm 
robbed  of  their  goooa  one  nighL  Wbeo  thcrfm 
sent  to  Su  Louis  and  put  info  the  Goveraaeei  van- 
house  in  that  city  they  were  in  a  very  bad  eoifr 
tion ;  the  boxes  broken  open, casks  onbeadid,  Mm 
broken ,  and  the  tinware  soattered.  When,  io  Oew- 
ber,  1861,  the  provost  marshal  gave  aa  order  \m  tW 
return  of  the  goods  to  the  Speaceis,  they  mvat. 
only  ^808  50.  -  .  . .  , 

The  trading-boat,  wbioh  was  left  behind,  9n 
ceased  to  exist  as  a  boat;  it  was  brokss  sp  aod  tt^ 
for  erecting  Government  baiklings  at  (be  post.  «« 
guard  was  ever  put  over  it  or  the  lasiber  aodim; 
citisens  and  soldiers  helped  themselves  at  pImhr. 
From  the  period  of  their  arrest  the  eontroi « t» 
Spencers  over  their  property  was  saipeoded. 

There  is  much  in  the  evidence  u>  jastiij  wm 
picion  that  the  arrest  of  the  Speooen  aodthiwii- 
ure  of  their  goods  were  the  result  of  a  eooipira^i- 
plunder  the  boat  and  breakup  their banDers.v})c^ 
interfered  with  that  of  disloyal  men  of  Sew  MmiU. 
The  evidence  strongly  implicate!  Captain  rriria 
and  Lieutenant  Dorsev  as  being  in  eompjieitr  *« 
the  disloyal  Jones  and  Biggins,  who  made  the u; 
davits  upon  which  the  Spencen  were  held  for  trx. 
and  with  other  rebel  sympathiien  at  xiev  ^idnd. 

When  the  case  of  the  Spencers  came  to  be  banL 
they  were  promptly  aeqaittcd  by  the  militants- 
mission.  They  were  both  formally  diaehaifM  « 
September  30, 1864.  after  trial  and  aeaoiUal.  On  tke 
5  h  of  October  the  remnant  of  their  rood*  vm 
restored  by  the  fbllowing  order: 

[Speoial  Oidsn  No.  W,] 

HgApqiVAKTsas  St.  Loma  Daw^cr* 
St.  Louis,  MngouEJU  aoto6<f  15,iSw. 

CharleaW.Speocer  and  Henr^  W. Speaotf  ba;T>sj 
been  tried  by  a  military  commission  and  actniuM 
of  the  chacn  of  "selling  goods  ia  viplsuoo  ei  bUi- 
ury  orders/*  the  property  now  in  the U8d««lia 
mUitary  aathoritiea  at  STew  Madrid.  Heend  09 
and  St.  Louis,  and  belonging  to  the  said  S^mfm. 
Will  be  restored  to  them.  ^ 

By  command  of  Major  General  Pi«H?Qtoa: 

Asewtaal  itdr'alaitf  (7««^ 

The  foUowing  letter  from  Qeneral  Thoiui£;i2» 
Jr..  in  command  of  thatdiatriet  at  the  tia*«r 
arreat  and  seiaure.  is  a  geaerai  soamiaf  spa «• 

WAaBmoTeir,  JPtbrmn  *  IJ;* 
SiA«  Sift :  I  was  ia  commaad  of  the  Si^fff 
Loais.  la  1M4»  when  Charles  Sl^sc^r^^'^Al 
Spenevr  were  arrested  at  Xew  Madrid,  aw  w» 
trading-^boat  and  stock,  of  goods  were  wueo.  *"» 
arrest  and  seisure  were  madOk  not  by  iw  '"j;; 
though  New  Madrid  was  ia  sty  district,  bat  hfff^ 
of  the  provost  marshal  geaerai  on  the  «*»%J:- 
department  commander,  in  charge  •Ui^'^. J^/. 
mercial  insereocrrse  with  the  Army.  V^tuSen 
currenoo  was  brought  to  my  attentioo.  I  ^^^.i 
Gaatain  Prewitt.  oft  whose  aeensatioa  tbe  ariwiKj 


becamesatisfledfrom  it,  and  from  other  ialormanrt. 
that  the  Speneets  were  loyal,  sod  the  euffoij^ 
and  malicious.  At  my  urgeat  rtftNtst  the  WJJ 
wero  then  rSf^ased,  and  were  sabseas^tlr  am 
bs^fWa  mllitanrooiaaMott  and  aecaitted. 

It  w«P  tiio  opittloa  of  tito  Judge  adTocateof^ 
eoBMBiSBiott.  and,  in  Itot,  of  svery  «* w^^l^IS. 
igacod  the  charges,  I  think,  (ejcept^P^*JJ; 
itt.  wlMSe  character  as  an  offleer  ^."^Lit^ 
thuihiiMM  was  no  good  reason  to  sii««et  the  >^^'l 
of  either  of  the  Spencers  to  the  <!overnineB^orw» 
obSdrenss  to  all  oideri  of  whfsh  they  bed  kotrvnv 
resae(Ming  trade.  .     ^_,.  i^ 

These  moa  suffered  a  long  i«mriiOB»«Bt.  »» 
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thair  boat  and  a  large  part  of  their  goods :  aad.  In 
my  opinion,  the  QovernmeDt  oaght  to  make  good 
the  losses  they  iiutained  through  the  wrongful  aota 
of  iu  officers. 
Very  respeetfally,  yours, 

,       ^    THOMAS  E  WING  Jr.. 
Late  Brevet  M<\jor  General,  U.  S,  Vol 

Hon.  T.  0.  HowB,  United  Statee  Seiiatf, 

Without  going  into  the  evidence,  the  proofs  of  the 
loyalty  of  the  Spencers  are  ample.    The  elder  Spen- 
cer was  for  a  long  time  in  the  eonfidential  employ- 
ment of  General  Grant,  and  fully  trusted. 
When  their  goods  were  seised,  the  estimate  of  the 

officers  making  the  selsure  was  that  they  were 

^  worth 19.000  00 

Adding  the  loweet  estimate  plaoed  upon 

the  boat » ^  2.000  00 


11,000  00 


And  the  entire  valne  of  the  property  seited 

„was 

The  property  restored  was  iaTentoriedat.....  2,803 


Actual  amount  ef  the  loss.......... $8,196  50 

The  eommittee  beliero  this  estimate  low,  but  reo* 
ommend  be  paid  to  the  memorialists  in  full  of  their 
elaim  upon  the  United  States,  and  report  a  bill 
a«cordingly. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  ask  whether,  after 
the  statement  which  has  been  made  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committeei  that  he  is  not  in 
favor  of  this  bill,  it  had  not  better  be  passed 
over. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  hope  not.  This  bill  has 
been  reported  twice,  and  I  understand  every 
member  of  the  committee  who  was  present  at 
the  time  the  bill  was  reported  voted  in  favor  of 
it.  The  chairman  was  not  present  at  the  time 
it  was  reported,  though  he  states  that  he  was 
opposed  to  it  at  a  former  session.  I  do  not 
understand  now  that  he  does  more  than  state 
that  he  dissents  from  the  report.  If  the  Sena- 
tor from  Massachusetts  will  look  at  the  letter 
of  General  Bwing  he  will  find  this :  he  says 
in  the  first  place  he  found  that  the  assistant 
adjutant  general,  Mr.  Marsh,  of  St.  Louis,  bad 
ordered  the  discharge  of  these  persons  by  this 
order : 

HBADOUAftTCBS  9p.  LOVIS  DlSTEIOT, 

St.  Looib»  MxasouBX,  October  25, 186i. 

Charles  W.  Speooer  and  Henry  W.  Speneer  having 
been  tned  by  a  military  commission  and  aoquitted 
of  the  charge  of  **  selling  goods  in  riolation  of  mili- 
tary orders,"  the  property  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
military  authorities  at  New  Madrid.  Mound  City, 
and  St.  Louis,  and  belonging  to  the  said  Bpenoexs. 
will  be  restored  to  them. 

By  eommaad  of  Malor  General  Pleasonton : 

0.  W.  MARSH, 
Aeeietant  Aflfutant  Qentral, 

Then  General  Swing  says,  ou  the  22d  of 
February,  1870,  among  other  things : 

**  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  judge  advocate  of  the 
commission,  and.  in  faot,  of  every  officer  who  invest- 
igated the  charges,  I  think,  (except  Captain  Prew- 
itt.  whose  oharaoter  as  an  officer  was  involved.) 
ibat  there  was  no  good  reason  tosuspeot  the  fidelity 
of  either  of  the  Spencers  to  the  Government, or  their 
obedience  to  all  orders  of  which  they  had  knowledge 
xespeetiog  trade. 

"These  men  suffered  a  long  imprisonment:  lost 
their  boat  and  a  large  part  of  their  goods ;  and,  in 
xny  opinion,  the  Qovemment  ought  to  make  good, 
«be  loflsee  they  sastained  through  the  wrongful  aets 
«}f  its  officers. 

That  is  the  opinion  of  the  general  in  com* 
mand  at  that  place.  This  claim  was  reported 
aipoa  favorably  at  the  last  Congress,  but  not 
sACted  upon.  The  same  committee  have  coo* 
feiidered  the  claim  again  and  make  the  same 
x^port.  I  think  it  due  to  these  men,  if  they 
ftaave  a  just  and  honest  claim  affainst  the 
Cioveroment,  that  it  should  be  paid,  and  not 
x->o6tponed  from  time  to  time. 

Mr.  MOHHII^L,  of  Vermont  I  should  like 
t;o  hear  from  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
«.lie  reason  why  he  dissented  from  the  report. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Xowa 
i  I'  there  was  among  the  papers  when  the  case 
-was  examined  in  the  committee  at  this  session 
C^tie  record  of  the  proceedings  before  Uie  court- 
I33artial? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Yes,  sir ;  those  are  all  re- 
1^46 r red  to  in  the  report  which  we  have  here. 

Mr.  HOW£.  I  could  not  hear  all  of  the 
r^^port. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  That  report  is  referred  to 
on  the  third  page  of  the  committee's  report; 
t>cit  it  will  be  found  that  on  examination  this 
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report  by  the  officers  was  all  set  aside.  It  was 
found  that  there  was  no  ground  on  earth  for 
proceeding  against  these  men ;  that  there  was 
no  just  suspicion  whatever  as  to  their  loyalty. 

Mr.  HOWE.  But  did  the  Senator  read  the 
testimony  given  before  the  court? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  testimony  is  not  given 
at  length,  but  the  substance  of  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
if  he  read  that  testimony? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  What  effect  did 
that  testimony  produce  on  the  chairman? 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  effect  it  produced  on  my 
mind,  I  must  say,  was  that  it  was  not  so  dear 
a  case  that  these  parUes  were  not  guilty  of 
illicit  trading.  The  man  who  purchased  these 
goods,  Cupps,  was  from  some  place  in  Ten* 
nessee,  if  I  remember — I  have  not  looked  at 
the  testimony  for  more  than  a  year — and  he 
was  purchasing  goods  from  this  boat  on  the 
shore  of  the  river,  and  he  waa  arrested  while 
one  of  the  Spencers  was  taking  him  in  a  skiff 
up  along  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  Senator 
shakes  bis  head»  and  I  suppose  I  am  wrong. 

Mr.  PRATT.     Across  the  river. 

Mr.  HO  WB.    I  state  what  my  reeoliection  is. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  to  correct  him,  I  think  1  can  do  so.  The 
report  upon  that  subject,  the  chairman  will 
find,  states  that  this  man  Cupps  had  been 
arrested  and  taken  by  the  guard  to  headquar* 
ters  and  was  released.  He  was  suspected  to  be 
a  rebel  and  a  spy.  He  was  arrested  and  taken 
to  headquarters  and  released.  AfWr  that  he 
went  to  this  trading*boat  and  purchased  some 
goods,  amounting  to  some  forty-five  dollars; 
but  there  is  no  suggestion  that  the  goods  he 
bought  were  of  an  illicit  character ;  they  were 
merely  family  supplies.  Afber  this,  the  ferry* 
boat  having  stopped  running  that  was  run  by 
Jones,  one  of  the  Spencers,  Henry,  undertook 
to  set  him  across  the  river  that  he  might  go 
home,  and  they  were  arrested  while  he  was 
thus  engaged  in  taking  him  across  the  river. 

Mr.  HO  WE.  If  I  remember  aright  while  they 
were  going  up  the  bank  of  the  river  with  their 
skiff  in  order  to  start  from  some  point  higher 
up,  and  with  muffled  oars.  The  Senator  thinks 
1  am  not  correct  in  my  reoolleotion,  but  that 
is  the  way  I  recollect  the  testimony.  I  know 
it  made  an  impression  on  my  mind. 

But  I  had  another  reason  for  not  acqui- 
escing in  the  report,  and  it  was  this;  suppose 
it  was  all  true,  suppose  everything  that  they 
said  was  true,  it  simply  showed  that  their 
goods,  while  they  had  been  once  seized,  per- 
ha]>s,  by  proper  authority,  upon  proper  com- 
plaint, yet  while  they  were  in  the  custody  of 
the  officers  had  been  misappropriated :  they 
had  been  plundered.  It  was  an  act  of  plun- 
der. It  does  not  appear  that  these  petitioners 
ever  made  any  complaint  of  that  to  the  officer 
in  command  at  St.  Louis.  It  struck  me  that 
the  Government  was  not  liable  to  respond  for 
such  plunder  as  that ;  that  the  officers  them- 
selves ought  to  have  been  held  responsible. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Does  not  my  friend  from 
Wisconsin  remember  that  the  officers  at  that 
post  participated  with  the  men  in  plundering 
the  boat  and  shared  the  booty? 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  do  not  rt  member  that  the 
officers  in  command  at  St.  Louis  participated 
in  the  plundering  of  this  trading-boat  1  forget 
who  was  in  command  there.  I  think  General 
Curtis. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  am  speaking  of  the  officers 
in  command  of  the  post  opposite  which  this 
boat  was  lying.  Captain  Prewitt  and  the  quar* 
termaater. 

Mr.  HO  WE.  I  remember  that  that  was  the 
allegation  of  these  petitioners ;  but  while  I  do 
not  know  Captain  rrewitt  nor  any  of  the  rest 
of  Ihese  officers,  I  say  on  behalf  of  the  service 
that  afler  having  given  a  good  deal  of  atten* 
Uoii  to  the  testimony  in  the  ease,  I  do  not 
believe  one  word  of  that  story.  I  do  not 
believe  they  were  plundered  evea  by  the  sub 


ordinate  officers )  but  if  they  were,  as  I  said 
bofere,  there  were  officer*  at  St.  Louis  abun- 
dantly competent  to  redress  these  things,  and  I 
should  think  of  character  enough,  if  appealed 
to,  to  do  it;  but  I  do  not  mean  to  be  drawn 
into  resistance  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  wish  to  say  in  answer  to 
the  last  suggestion  of  the  chairman  that  there 
were  officers  in  St.  Louie  competent  to  redress 
this  wrong ;  that  it  seems  the  officers  in  St 
Louis  did  redress  it  as  far  as  possible,  because 
they  ordered  the  return  of  every  dollar  of  this 
property  that  was  left  to  these  persons,  and 
they  found  expressly  that  there  was  no  war- 
rant or  authority  for  the  condemnation  of  thia 
property,  or  for  its  destruction,  or  for  the 
arrest  of  these  men.  As  far  as  possible,  they 
did  repair  the  injury  by  ordering  the  return 
of  the  property. 

I  wish  to  say  also,  before  I  take  my  seat,  that 
it  seems  this  property  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
by  an  officer  at  the  post.  Now,  I  think  that 
a  fair  rule  on  the  subject  is  this :  that  though 
the  Government  ought  not  to  be  held  respons- 
ible for  the  wanton  act  of  soldiers  in  the  de- 
struction of  propertv,  yet  when  the  property 
has  been  seized  by  the  order  of  an  officer,  ana 
is  thus  under  the  control  of  the  officer,  and  in 
the  custody  of  the  officer  and  of  the  Govern- 
ment, if  they  allow  it  to  be  lost  by  the  wanton 
act  of  the  officer,  it  is  but  fair  and  just  on 
every  legal  principle  that  the  Government 
should  pay  for  it. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  desire  to  say  that  if  the 
report  of  this  committee  is  substantially  true, 
this  is  certainly  one  of  the  most  aggravutea 
cases  ever  presented  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  ask  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  wb^  it  would  hot  be  more 
just  to  make  the  officer  responsible  for  a 
breach  of  duty,  and  for  his  dishonesty,  if 
there  was  any  dishonest  about  it,  than  to 
make  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
responsible?  It  seems  to  me  that  woald  be 
the  proper  place  to  pursue  a  remedy  of  the 
part  of  theee  parties.  If  we  are  to  establish 
this  principle  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  to  be  holden  for  all  proper^ 
that  may  be  stolen  or  wrongfully  taken  from 
the  possession  of  the  Army  or  officers  or  sol- 
diers, it  is  opening  a  pretty  wide  door  here- 
after, for  I  dare  say  there  is  more  than  one 
case  where  property  has  been  purloined. 

Mr.  WRIGIIT.  It  seems  to  me  it  would 
hardlybe  fair  or  just,  nor  would  the  Senator 
jfrom  Vermont  insist  upon  any  such  rule,  that 
if  an  officer  who  mav  be  entirely  worthless 
and  unable  to  respond  in  one  dollar  shall  take 
the  property  of  an  honest  loyal  citisen  by  his 
order  and  have  it  destroyed,  the  honest  loyal 
citisen  shall  be  turned  over  to  his  remedy 
against  tJhe  officer  when  it  would  amount  to 
nothing.  I  think  he  has  a  right  to  hold  the 
Government  responsible. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  that  prin^ 
ciple  holds,  why  not  apply  it  to  every  other 
case  in  civil  life  as  well  as  military,  and  make 
the  Government  responsible  where  a  party 
steals  from  a  man  and  the  trespasser  is  too 
poor  to  make  reparation.  Why  not  make  the 
Government  pay  the  damages  there  ? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Because  he  is  not  acting 
for  the  Government 

Mr.  PBAXT.  I  wish  simply  to  add  to  what 
has  been  said  this  statement  in  the  report:  it 
appears  that  a  part  of  this  property  was  actu- 
ally appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  Govern- 
ment; I  read  from  page  8 : 

"  As  t«  the  lumber  and  iroojiiene  appeals  to  have 
been  taken  to  St.  Loaia.  The  lamber,  which  is 
proved  to  have  been  worth  $495.  wu  mostly  Oi^ed  at 
the  post  in  hoildiar  and  repairtns  barracks.  The 
^ffioere  participated  in  the  appropriation.  Aa  to  the 
iron,  some  of  it  waB  used  at  the  post,  a  j^art  was 
stolen,  and  the  rest  oavcd  with  the  bank  into  (he 
river.  Both  iroa  and  lumber  were  wholly  loet  to  the 
owners." 

I  have  only  to  add  to  what  has  already  been 
said  on  the  sulject,  that  it  was  the  representa- 
tive of  the  Qovemment  at  this  post  wbe  took 
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and  appropriated  this  property,  officers  and 
soldiers,  and  the  Government  ought  to  pay 
for  it. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  As  I  under- 
stand  this  case,  it  is  a  case  where  this  property 
was  robbed  from  this  boat,  taken  from  the 
boat  QolawfuUy.  It  was  not  appropriated  by 
the  Govern m en t ;  and  the  United  States^  is 
certainly  under  no  greater  obligation  to  in- 
demnify the  parties  injured  for  that  robbery 
tiian  they  are  for  any  other  robbery.  If  we 
enter  into  that  business  you  will  have  to  go 
along  wherever  the  Army  travels,  because 
there  were  unlawful  things  done.  I  move  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  be  post- 
poned. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  call  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  16,  nays  24 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Carpenter,  CbaDdler,  Cole,  Cragin, 
Ferry  of  Cooneeticut,  Ferry  of  Miobiiran,  Freliog- 
huyseo,  Gilbert.  Uamilton  of  Texas,  Howe,  Morrill 
of  V  ormont.  Osbom,  Patterson,  Sumner,  and  Wil- 
son—15. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alcorn.  Blair,  Casserly,  Clayton, 
Cooper,  Davis  of  West  Viwioia,  Uamlin,  Harlan, 
Hill.  Kelly,  Lewis.  Morton,  Pool,  Pratt,  SaaUbnry, 


man,  Brownlow.  Buckingham.  Caldwell,  Cameron, 
Conklinir.  Corbett,  Davis  of  Kentucky.  fSdmunds, 
Fenton.  FlanagaD.  QoldthwHice.  Hamilton  of  Mary- 
land, Hitchcock,  Jobnuton,  Kellogg,  Logan,  Morrill 
of  Maine,  Norwood.  Nye,  Pomeroy.  Ramsey.  Rice, 
Robertson.  Schurs.  Sherman,  Stewart,  TUurman, 
Trumball.  y  iekers.  and  West— 31. 

So  the  motion  to  postpone  was  not  agreed 


to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PHCBBB  HEPBURN. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  201. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  201)  for  the  relief  of  Phoebe 
Hepburn  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  The  preamble  recites  that  it  is 
alleged  that  Phoebe  Hepburn  was  the  owner 
by  purchase  and  assignment  of  the  following 
bounty-land  ^varraut8,  issued  under  the  act  of 
March  8,  1865,  to  wit:  Nos.  69896,  69419, 
86167,  88619,  91724,  31668,  67417,  69978, 
87277,  91707,  17481,  and  96320,  for  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  each ;  and  Nos.  61881 
and  57682,  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
each;  in  all,  fourteen  warrants;  that  in  the 
year  1867  she  placed  these  warrants  in  the 
hands  of  Salmon  Sharp,  as  her  agent,  to  locate 
or  otherwise  dispose  of  them  ^r  her ;  that 
this  agent  sold  one  of  the  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acre  warrants,  and  three  of  the  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acre  warrants,  and  made  a 
memorandum  of  their  respective  numbers,  and 
to  whom  sold,  and  placed  it  among  the  ten 
remaining  unsold  warrants;  that  by  an  acci- 
dent the  memorandum  and  the  ten  warrants 
were  dropped  in  a  cattle- yard,  and  were  eaten 
up  by  the  cattle,  and,  having  no  other  memo- 
randum, he  is  unable  to  state  the  numbers  of  the 
warrants  that  were  sold,  consequently  cannot 
arrive  at  the  numbers  of  the  ten  warrants  that 
were  not  sold ;  and  that  it  appears  from  the 
records  of  the  Qeneral  Land  Office  that  war- 
rant No.  61881  for  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  and  Nos.  69419  and  17481  for  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres,  being  three  of  the 
above-named  warrants,  have  been  returned  to 
the  office  located,  leaving  but  one  of  the  sold 
warrants  not  accounted  for.  The  bill  there- 
upon provides  that  upon  satisfactory  proof  being 
made  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  that 
Phoebe  Hepburn  was  the  bond  fide  owner,  by 
purchase  and  assignment  to  her,  of  warrants 
No8.  69896, 86167,  88619,  91724, 31668, 67417, 
69978,  87277,  91707,  and  96320,  for  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  each,  and  67682  for  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  all  issued  under  act 
of  March  3,  1856,  being  eleven  of  the  warrants 


mentioned  in  the  preamble,  he  may  issue 
duplicates  of  these  warrants,  and  indorse  on 
the  back  of  each  his  certificate  stating  thnt 
this  duplicate  is  issued  in  pursuance  of  this 
act,  ana  that  Pbodbe  Hepburn  is  the  bona 
fide  owner  thereof;  that  she  is  authorized 
to  locate  or  sell  and  assign  the  same  in  the 
same  manner  as  though  the  duplicate  warrant 
was  duly  assigned  to  her  by  the  warrantee. 
Thereafter  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  is  to 
transmit  these  duplicate  warrants  to  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office,  who  is 
authorized  to  deliver  ten  of  the  duplicate  war- 
rants to  Phoebe  Hepburn,  or  her  legal  repre- 
sentatives, under  such  rules,  regulations,  and 
requirements  as  to  the  Commissioner  may  seem 
just  and  proper,  in  order  to  preserve  as  well 
the  rights  of  the  parties  interested  as  those  of 
the  United  States,  and  upon  Phoebe  Hepburn 
giving  such  security  as  the  Commissioner  shall 
require  to  indemnify  the  United  States  against 
loss  in  the  premises ;  and  to  this  end  he  is  to 
retain  the  remaining  duplicate  warrant  on  the 
61es  of  his  office,  until  the  warrant  said  to 
have  been  sold  shall  be  returned  to  his  office, 
located  or  otherwise. 

Upon  the  final  adjustment  of  the  matter, 
and  the  number  of  the  sold  warrant  not  ac- 
counted for  shall  be  ascertained,  then  the  cor- 
responding duplicate  warrant  shall  be,  by  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
returned  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions  for 
the  purpose  of  being  canceled,  thus  leaving 
but  ten  of  the  duplicate  warrants  to  be  satisfied 
by  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  (he  third  time,  and  passed. 

GRBBN  AND  TRAINOR. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No. 
261)  for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Green  and 
Hugh  C.  Trainor. 

The  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole.  It  provides  for  the  payment 
to  Christopher  Green  and  Hugh  C.  Trainor  of 
$16,018  86. 

Mr.  HO  WE.  I  see  that  this  bill  is  reported 
adversely.  I  move  that  it  be  indehuitely 
postponed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DB8TRU0TI0N  OF  8ALT-W0RK8. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No. , 
161)  for  the  relief  of  those  suffering  from  the 
destruction  of  the  salt-works  near  Manchester, 
Kentucky,  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  Major 
General  Carlos  Buell. 

The  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  The  preamble  recites  that  on  the 
16(h  day  of  February,  1863,  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, by  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  made 
the  following  order: 

"Orrf«f0<i.  That  William  P.  Tbomasson.  esq.,  of 
LoaidTille,  Keutucky,  be.  aod  he  la  hereby,  author- 
ixed  to  investigate  and  report  to  this  Departoient 
the  value  of  the  Goose  oreek  snlt  mills,  destroyed 
by  the  order  of  Major  Geoeral  Buell,  in  Keotucky ; 
that  he  give  notice  to  the  proprietors  or  their  agents 
of  the  time  and  place  at  which  he  will  receive  testi- 
mony: and  that  he  take  such  further  testimony  on 
the  part  of  the  Goveroment  as  may  be  necessary  to 
protect  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  Govern  meat, 
as  well  upon  the  point  of  value  as  of  the  loyalty  of 
the  proprietors  to  the  Government  of  the  Uuited 
SUtes." 

That  the  commissioner  on  the  13th  day  of 
May  following,  submitted  his  report  to  the  Sec- 
retarv  of  War,  in  which  he  estimated  the  inju- 
ries done  to  the  several  salt-wells,  their  pumps 
and  pipes,  the  deterioration  to  the  furnaces  and 
6ztures,and  the  value  of  the  salt  and  salt-barrels 
destroyed,  and  in  which,  also,  he  estimated  and 
allowed  such  sums  as  would  have  been  realized 
from  the  production  of  salt,  but  for  such  destruc- 
tion for  the  period  of  eight  months  succeeding 
the  date  of  destruction;  that  he  classified  in  his 
schedule  his  allowances,  as  follows:  Case  No. 
1 ;  The  United  States  to  T.  T.  Garrard,  debt- 


or, for  injury  to  well,  pump,  pipe,  &c.,  $oOQ; 
for  one  hundred  and  twenty-foar  aalt-banvls, 
at  forty  cents  each,  $49  60  ;  for  aiziy-tbree 
hundred  bushels  of  salt  destroyed,  at  fifij 
ceurs  per  bushel,  $3,150;  for  deterioratioa 
of  furnace  and  fixtures  by  non  usage,  fSOO; 
for  ninety-two  hundred  bushels  salt,  ib« 
anticipated  yield  for  eight  months,  at  fiftj 
cents,  $9,600;  making  a  total  of  $1-^,799  60! 
Case  No.  2:  The  United  States  to  James  VT. 
lieid,  debtor,  for  injury  to  well,  pomp,  pipe. 
&c.,  $500;  for  five  thousand  busnels  salt  de- 
stroyed, $2,500 ;  for  deterioration  of  furnaces 
and  fixtures,  $500;  for  eleven  tboosaod  two 
hundred  bushels  salt,  the  anticipated  yield  Tor 
eight  months,  $5,600,  making  a  total  ol  $9,100. 
Case  No.  8:  The  United  States  to  Wbite^ 
Horton  &  Garrard,  debtor,  for  injary  to  «e  I, 

Cump,  pipe,  &c.,  $500;  for  two  tbou«af)<i 
ushets  ot>aIt  destroyed,  $1,000;  for  deienor 
aiion  of  furnace  and  fixtures  by  non  uasgt 
$550;  for  sixteen  thousand  bushels  salt,  ib« 
anticipated  yield  for  eight  months,  $8,000; 
making  a  total  of  $10,050.  Case  No.  4:  The 
United  States  to  Gilson  k,  Chastam,  debtor, 
for  injury  to  well,  pump,  pipe,  &c.,  $500: 
fi)r  eight  thousand  bushels  salt  destrujed. 
$4,000;  for  deterioration  by  non-usage  bf 
furnace  and  fixtures,  $500;  for  nineiy-sti 
hundred  bushels  salt,  the  anticipated  yie<d 
for  eight  months,  $4,800,  making  a  totai  of 
$9,800.  Case  No.  5 :  The  United  States  to  L 
&  D.  White,  debtor,  for  injury  to  wells,  pumps, 
pipes,  &c.,  $1,000;  for  injury  to  water-pipe. 
furnac3,  &c.,  $1,000;  for  nine  thoosand  bo»fa- 
els  salt  destroyed,  at  fifty  cents  per  busDtrl, 
$4,500;  for  deterioration  by  non-usage  lo  fur- 
nace and  fixtures.  $550;  for  twenty  thoufad 
bushels  salt,  the  anticipated  yield  for  tright 
months,  $10,000,  making  a  total  of  $17,0di». 
Case  No.  6:  The  United  States  to  1.  ^  D. 
White,  survivors,  for  injury  to  well,  pump,  &sd 
pipe,  $500.  Tliat  this  report,  under  a  call  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  fir^t  ses- 
sion of  the  Thirty-Eighth  Congress  wms  fnr- 
nisbed  by  the  Secretary  of  War  and  priotrd 
as  Executive  Ducument  No.  29;  that  the 
report  has  never  been  acted  upon,  and  the 
parties,  in  favor  of  whom  the  allowances  were 
made,  were  in  some  cases  proprielors  and  io 
others  lessees,  and  changes  by  dt^atb,  assiga- 
ment,  or  otherwise  may  have  occurred  durio^ 
the  time  wbich  has  elapsed  since  the  repon 
was  made,  and  it  is  desirable  that  the  parties 
entitled  to  the  sums  hereinafter  namtni  oa 
account  of  these  injuries  and  losses  ahould  be 
paid.     ^ 

The    bill  therefore  proposes    to  direct  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  the  ova- 
ers  of  these  salt- wells,  their  lessees,  as^ignf. 
or  heirs,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  according'/ 
as  they  shall  show  to  him  title  to  receive  iJie 
same,  the  sums  found   due    by  the  comtBi^ 
sioner  in  each  case  respect  ively,  except  the 
item  fur  the  anticipated  yield  of  salt;  ihiAt  ii 
to  say,  in  case  No.  1  he  shall  pay  the  sum  i)f 
$4,199  60;  in  case  No.  2,  the  sum  of  $3,500; 
in  case  No.  8,  the  sum  of  $2,050;  in  case  No. 
4.  the  sum  of  $5,000;   in  c^ise  No.  5,  tne  «t]as 
of  $7,050;  in  case  No.  6,  the  sum  of  $500: 
which  several  sums  shall  be,  when  paid  to  tb^ 
several  parties  entitled  to  the  same,  io  full 
satisfaction  for  all  injuries  inflicted  and  dam- 
ages done   to  the  salt-works,  their  fixtures, 
and  appurtenances,  and   for  all    losses  sa#- 
tained  by  reason  of  the  destruction  of  the  salt 
accumulated,  and  for  all  consequential  losses 
of  every  kind  sustained  by  the   proprietors, 
their  lessees,  and  those  operating  the  works, 
in  consequence  of  the  execution  of  the  order 
of  Genf  ral  Buell. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  should  like  to 
ha?e  some  explanation  that  will  be  satidfaciory 
from  whoever  reports  this  bill. 

Mr.  PRATT.  There  is  a  report  which,  if 
it  is  desired  by  the  Senator,  can  be  read.  It 
sets  out  the  facts  very  fully. 

Mr.  FRELINQHU YSEN.     I  am  perfeeUy 
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willing  to  hear  the  statement  if  there  are  any 
facts  to  be  brought  to  our  knowledge. 

Mr.  PRATT.  To  comply  with  the  request 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
I  will  state  that  the  salt-works  ordered  to  be 
destroyed  by  Major  Qeneral  Buell  were  situ- 
ated  near  Manchester,  Clay  county,  Kentucky, 
on  Goose  creek  and  its  tributaries.  These 
salt-works  had  been  resorted  to  previously  by 
the  rebels.  The  year  previous,  I  believe,  they 
had  taken  away  some  thirty-five  hundred  or 
four  thousand  bushels  of  salt,  and  it  was  an- 
ticipated that  they  would  revisit  those  salt- 
works soon  after;  I  mean  during  the  fall  of 
1862.  General  Buell,  on  the  21st  of  October 
in  that  year,  issued  an  order  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  these  works  to  General  Thomas,  who 
waA  second  in  command. 

Mr.  FKELINGHUYSEN.  Were  these 
works  wiihin  the  Union  lines? 

Mr  PKATT.  I  suppose  they  were  within 
the  Union  lines. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  think  that  is 
the  whole  point.  If  these  works  were  within 
the  rebel  lines  I  take  it  we  should  not  be 
called  upon  to  pay  for  them. 

Mr.  PHATT.  If  the  Senator  is  familiar 
with  the  geography  of  that  part  of  Kentucky, 
he  will  know  as  well  as  I  ao  whether  it  was 
within  the  rebel  lines,  or  within  the  Union 
lines.  The  armies  were  traversing  backward 
and  forward  through  that  part  of  the  country. 
I  believe  it  was  in  the  general  direction  of 
Cumberland  Gap. 

Mr.  STEVENSON,  Within  the  Union 
lines,  I  will  tell  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 

Mr.  PiiATT.  These  salt- works  were  owned 
by  some  five  or  six  different  firms,  and  at  the 
time  this  order  wa<3  issued  by  General  Buell 
there  were  some  four  thousand  bushels  of  salt 
I  think  that  had  accumulated  ready  for  sale, 
the  testimony  showing  that  it  was  worth  at 
least  fifiy  or  sixty  cents  to  the  bushel  at  that 
place.  All  this  salt  was  destroyed,  and  the 
works  W(*re  destroyed,  as  far  as  five  hundred 
men  industriously  engaged  in  the  work  of 
destruction  for  thirty- six  hours  could  do  it. 
As  the  bill  recites,  the  War  Department 
appointed  William  P.  Thomasson,  of  Louis- 
ville, a  commisbioner  to  investigate  and  report 
to  the  Department  the  value  of  these  Goose 
creek  salt- works  destroyed,  and  he  was  re- 
quired to  give  notice  to  the  proprietors  and 
tbeir  agents  ot  the  time  and  place  when  and 
where  he  would  receive  testimony,  kc.  He 
spent,  if  I  remember  aright,  some  two  or  three 
weeks  ia  taking  testimony  upon  the  Kronnd, 
and  he  reported  as  fairly  due  in  case  No.  1  to 
T.  T.  Garrard  the  sum  of  $13,799  60.  He 
included  in  that  report  the  item  of  ninety- two 
hundred  bushels  ot  salt,  the  anticipated  yield 
for  eight  months,  at  fifty  cents.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Claims  rejected  that  part  of  bis  report. 

Jn  case  No.  2,  of  James  W.  Beid,  the  com* 
mission  reported  that  there  was  due  $9,100. 
Ibat  also  included  one  item  for  the  anticipated 
Tie  Id  for  eighi  months  of  eleven  thousand  eight 
hundred  bushels  of  ealu  That  was  rejected  by 
the  Committee  ou  Claims,  and  so  on  through. 
The  sum  total  of  the  amount  recommended  by 
the  committee  in  the  six  cases  is  $22,299  60, 
and  includes  nothing  except  the  actual  injury 
which  was  done  to  the  works  and  the  salt  that 
was  destroyed  and  the  deterioration  of  the  fur- 
Ducea  and  fixtures  by  non-use.  These  were 
the  only  items  allowed  by  our  committee.  We 
thought  it  a  very  clear  case.  The  amount  that 
we  recommend  to  the  Senate  is  greatly  below 
that  recommended  by  Mr.  Thomasson,  thecom- 
uiisgioner  appointed  by  the  War  Department. 

Tne  bill  was  report«:d  to  tlie  Senate  without 
ameiidment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

THOMAS  U.  REDD. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No   692 

The  bill  (S.  No.  692)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 


M.  Redd,  was  read  the  second  time  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  re- 
quires the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
Thomas  M.  Redd,  $2,791,  in  full  compensa- 
tion for  the  destruction  of  his  house,  oat- 
houses,  and  fences,  situate  in  Paducah,  Ken- 
tucl^,  which  were  destroyed  by  fire  on  the 
morning  of  March  26,  1864,  by  order  of  Colo- 
nel S.  Q.  Hicks,  in  command  of  Fort  Ander- 
son, to  prevent  the  buildings  being  used  by 
the  enemy  as  a  shelter  for  his  sharpshooters 
in  case  of  a  renewed  attack  upon  the  fort. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

J.  W.  PARISH  AND  COMPANY. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  159. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  159) 
conferring  upon  the  Court  of  Claims  the  power 
to  hear  and  determine  the  claim  of  J.  W. 
Parish  &  Co.  for  damages  for  the  alleged  vio- 
lation of  their  contract  with  the  United  States 
for  the  delivery  of  ice.  The  bill  proposes  to 
give  authority  to  J.  W.  Parish  and  Co.  to 
commence  a  suit  against  the  United  States 
in  the  Court  of  Claims  for  the  recovery  of 
such  damages  as  shall  appear  to  have  been 
sustained  by  them  by  reason  of  the  alleged 
violation  by  agents  of  the  United  States  of  the 
contract  entered  into  on  the  6th  of  March, 
1863,  by  and  between  Henry  Johnson,  medi- 
cal storekeeper  United  States  Army,  and  act- 
ing medical  purveyor,  and  J.  W.  Parish  k  Co., 
for  the  delivery  by  that  firm  of  the  whole 
amount  of  ice  required  to  be  consumed  at 
Nashville,  St.  Louis,  Cairo,  and  Memphis 
during  the  remainder  of  that  year ;  and  the 
court  is  invested  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  hear  and  determine  tne  validity  of  the 
claim,  and  the  amount,  if  any,  of  the  dam- 
ages of  J.  W.  Parish  &  Co. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withoat 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

WILLIAM  H.  OOLLIDOH. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  200. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  200)  for 
the  relief  of  Wi  liam  H.  Colledge.  It  requires 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Wil  - 

liam  H.  Colledge,  the  suin  of dollars,  in 

full  compensaiion  for  services  as  a  temporary 
clerk  in  the  office  of  the  Third  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury,  from  the  11th  of  May,  1859,  until 
the  11th  of  October,  1859,  in  aiiditing  and 
adjusting  the  Oregon  and  Washington  war 
claims,  so  called. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  move  that  the  blank  be 
filled  with  the  sum  of  $500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

D.  JAT  BROWN. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  197. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  197) 
for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  D.  Jay  Brown, 
deceased.  It  appropriates  $250,  which  sum 
it  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  the  widow  of  D.  Jay  Brown,  in  full  compen- 
sation for  the  claim  made  by  the  deceased 
against  the  United  States  for  services  rendered 
as  their  agent  in  visiting  various  parts  of 
Europe  to  collect  information  oi^the  produc* 
tioD,  manufacture,  and  oommerce  of  the  flax 
and  wines  of  that  country,  and  to  obtain  seeds, 
cuttings,  kc,^  under  instructions  from  the  Com- 


missioner of  the  Patent  Office  dated  April  16| 
1861,  and  for  alleged  losses  in  consequence 
of  his  recall  at  the  expiration  of  one  year  firom 
his  appointment. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  oniered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

G.  8.  BAKBB. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
No.  112. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  112)  for  the  relief  of  G.  S.  Baker,  of 
Maryville,  Missouri,  for  the  reissue  of  a  cer- 
tain bond.  It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  issue  a  new  bond  for  fifty  dollars, 
with  coupons  from  and  including  that  of  July 
1,  1871,  to  G.  S.  Baker,  of  Maryville,  Mis- 
souri, in  place  of  a  five  twenty  coupon  bond, 
for  a  like  amount.  No.  92711,  act  of  March 
8,  1865,  issue  of  July  12,  1867,  it  having  been 
destroyed  by  mutilation;  but  before  issuing 
the  new  bond  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
to  require  a  sufficient  bond  of  indemnity,  secur- 
ing the  Government  hgainst  the  presentation 
ot  the  bond  alleged  to  be  lost. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COLONKL  JAMBS  F.  JAQDBS. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  69. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  59) 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  settle  and  pay  the  accounts  of  Colonel 
James  F.  Jaques.  It  directs  the  Secretaiy 
of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Colonel  Jame^^  F. 
Jaques  such  sum  as  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  may  direct,  not  exceeding  $6,719, 
for  services  performed  and  money  expended 
by  him  during  the  recent  rebellion,  under  the 
direction  of  the  late  President  Abraham  Lin- 
coln. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CHILDREN  OF  JOHN  M.  B0TT8. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  760. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  760)  for  the  relief  of  Bev- 
erly M.  Botts,  Rosalie  S.  Lewis,  Isabella  Mc- 
Lean Lewis,  and  Mary  Minor  Hoxsey,  children 
and  heirs-at-law  of  John  M.  Botts,  deceased, 
was  read  a  seoond  time,  and  considered  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  directed  by  the  bill  to  pay  to 
the  children  and  heirs-at  law  named  of  John 
M.  Botts,  deceased,  late  of  Culpeper  county, 
Virginia,  $1,990  16 ;  which  sum,  when  paid, 
is  to  be  in  full  satisfaction  of  all  claims  on  the 
part  of  the  heirs-at-law  against  the  United 
States  for  injuries  done  or  committed  by  the 
troops  of  the  United  States  to  the  land  of 
Botts,  the  timber,  fences,  and  other  fixtures 
thereon,  done  to  his  personal  property  during 
the  late  war  of  the  rebellion  ;  the  intent  and 
purpose  of  this  act  being  that  the  sum  named 
was  the  just  balance  due  him  in  his  life-time 
for  all  his  losses  sustained  by  the  action  of  the 
Union  troops,  alter  deducting  the  sum  of 
$14,870  68,  paid  him  about  the  Ist  of  June, 
1865,  by  the  quartermaster's  department. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LBWI8  JOHNSON  AND  COMPANY.' 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  204. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  204)  for 
the  relief  of  Lewis  Johnson  &  Co.  It  directs 
the  SeoreUry  of  the  Treasuryto  pay  to  Lewis 
Johqson  ^  Co.,  bankers  of  Washington,  Dis* 
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trict  of  Golambia,  the  sam  of  $443  10,  thai 
being  the  amount  paid  by  the  firm  to  B.  F. 
Gal laber,  a  paymaster,  of  the  Navy,  on  account 
of  a  draft  drawn  by  him,  September  4,  1861, 
as  such  paymaster,  on  the  Assistant  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  at  New  York,  for  the  sum 
of  $1,500,  payable  to  himself  or  bearer,  and 
indorsed  by  him,  and  sold  and  delivered  to 
the  firm,  who  placed  to  his  credit  on  their 
books  the  full  amount ;  which  draft  was  pro- 
tested for  non-payment  by  reason  of  the  orders 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Gallaher  having 
become  a  defaulter,  and  payment  having  been 
made  by  the  firm  before  notice  of  such  defal- 
cation. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Senate  will  observe  that 
this  bill  is  reported  adversely.  It  was  placed 
on  the  Calendar  at  the  request  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Pbatt,]  who,  I  believe, 
does  not  acquiesce  in  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  was  goii\g  to  suggest  to 
the  chairman  that  as  the  bill  will  lead  to 
some  debate,  and  there  are  a  great  many 
other  cases  on  the  Calendar  undisposed  of, 
I  am  willing  to  let  it  be. passed  over  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  HOWE.    I  acquiesce  in  that  suggestion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill 
will  be  passed  over  if  there  be  no  objection. 

JAME8  A.   WATMIRR. 

Mr  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  841. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  841)  for  the  relief  of  James 
A.  Waymire,  late  a  second  lieutenant  of  com- 
pany M,  first  cavalry  United  States  Arm^, 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as  m 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  directs  the  Pay- 
master General  of  the  United  States  Army 
to  pay  to  James  A.  Waymire  the  pay  and 
emoluments  of  a  second  lieutenant  of  cav- 
alry, from  the  27th  of  February,  1867,  the 
date  of  his  assignment  to  active  duty,  to  the 
8d  of  April,  1867,  the  date  of  his  commis- 
sion. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
anaendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LOYAL  CITIZKNS  OF  LOUDOUN  COUNTY. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  260. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  260)  for  the  relief  of  loyal 
citizens  of  Loudoun  county,  Virginia,  therein 
named,  was  considered  by  the  Senate  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  names 
of  the  beneficiaries  will  be  omitted  in  the 
reading  of  the  bill  if  there  be  no  objection,  as 
the  list  is  very  long. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  bill, 
which  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to  certain  loyal  citizens  of  Loudoun  county, 
Virginia,  who  are  named^  in  cousideratiuu  of 
their  property  destroyed  by  fire  by  the  mili- 
tary authorities  of  the  United  States  in  con- 
formity with  an  order  of  M^jor  Genrt-al  Sheri- 
dan, dated  November  27,  1864,  the  sum  of 
$199,228  24,  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  each 
person  being  specified  in  detail. 

The  bill  was  repocted  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Is  there  a  report  in  that 
case  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Car- 
penter in  the  chair.)  There  is  a  report.  Does 
the  Senator  desire  to  have  it  read? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.     I  should  like  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  can  state  what  the  question 
is  in  leas  time  than  the  report  can  be  read. 
There  are  two  bills  here  providing  for  making 
compensation  to  a  large  number  of  citiseus  of 
Loudoun  county,  Virginia.  They  belong  to  the 
Society  of  Friends — I  believe  the  whole  or 
nearly  the  whole  of  them.  One  of  the  bills  ia 
to  pay  for  property,  for  buildings  burned  down 
auQ  destroyea  under  the  order  of  General  I 


Sheridan  for  the  purpose  of  devastating  the 
valley  and  making  it  uninhabitable  by  the 
enemy,  and  the  other  is  to  pay  for  property 
which  was  taken  under  the  same  order,  stock, 
grain,  forage,  and  the  like,  and  appropriated 
to  the  use  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  will  state 
in  addition  to  what  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee has  said  that  a  portion  of  this  property, 
that  is,  the  stock,  was  driven  to  York,  Penn- 
sylvania, and  there  sold,  and  the  proceeds 
placed  in  the  Treasury. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 


Mr.  HOWE.  I  now  move  to  take  up  Sen- 
ate bill  No.  850. 

Th?  bill  (S.  No.  860J  proving  for  the  pay- 
ment to  loyal  citizens  of  Loudoun  county ,Vir- 
ginia,  therein  named,  for  their  property  taken 
by  the  military  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  the  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  certain  loyal  citizens  of  Loudoun  county, 
Virginia,  who  are  named,  in  consideration  of 
their  live  stock  seized  by  the  military  author- 
ities of  the  United  States,  in  conformity  with 
an  order  of  Major  General  Sheridan,  dated 
November  27.  1864,  and  partly  slaughtered 
and  used  by  the  armies  of  the  (Jnited  Stales, 
and  partly  sold,  and  the  proceeds  of  sale  paid 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  the 
sum  of  $61,821  18,  the  payment  to  each  indi- 
vidual being  specifically  stated. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

F&ANCI8  A.  GIBBONS. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  878. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  878)  for  the  relief  of  Fran^ 
CIS  A.  Gibbons  was  read  a  second  time,  and 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  Francis  A.  Gibbons  the  sum  of  $20,000,  in 
full  satisfaction  and  discharge  of  his  claim  for 
additional  compensation  for  the  construction 
of  a  building  for  the  use  of  the  Agricultural 
Department. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COWAN  AND  DICKINSON. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  96. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  96)  for 
the  relief  of  Cowan  &  Dickinson,  of  Knox- 
▼ille,  Tennessee.  It  appropriates  from  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  the  sum  of 
$64,128,  and  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  that  sum  to  the  firm  of  Cowan 
&  Dickinson,  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  in  full 
compens^ion  for  two  hundred  and  fifty-six 
bales  of  cotton  belonging  to  them,  seized  and 
taken  by  order  of  General  Burnside,  on  the 
17th  and  18th  days  of  November,  1863,  and 
used  in  the  fortifications  for  the  defense  of 
Knoxville  and  the  Army,  at  the  time  of  the 
assault  by  the  forces  under  General  Long- 
street,  and  the  subsequent  seizure  of  that  city, 
and  of  which  cotton  the  firm  have  been 
wholly  deprived. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CLAIMS  OF  NORinEllN  CRBDITOBS. 

Mr.  HOWE,  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  160. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  tfae  bill  (S.  No.  160) 
relative  to  claims  of  certain  northern  creditors. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  ask  that  that  biU 
be  recomioLtt«4  (o  the  committee  for  the  par- 


pose  of  having  a  statement  made  before  tbe 
committee  in  reference  to  it. 

Mr.  PBATT.  As  I  undersUod  from  &t 
honorable  friend,  he  wishes  to  have  this  tlL 
recommitted  for  the  purpose  of  cbaogiog  i^i 
form  of  the  bill  so  that  this  distribaiiuo  M 
be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Xmsun 
instead  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  as  ihe  bi[l 
provides.  I  will  say  to  the  hoDomble  S«auo; 
that  that  question  was  fully  coDsidered  Id  t»e 
committee,  and  there  is  not  much  proipect  of 
a  change  of  opinion.  Still,  personally,  1  btre 
no  objection  to  the  bill  being  recommitted  ii' 
he  or  any  of  the  creditors  or  represeouiim 
of  the  creditors  wish  to  appet^r  before  ib« 
committee  in  order  to  make  an  argument  ia 
the  case. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  have  do  penontl 
objection  to  the  bill  being  passed;  bat  at  t^e 
suggestion  of  a  gentleman  who  is  an  agenUVr 
the  creditors,  and  who  is  very  dt&iroQS  to  utf 
the  question  submitted  in  another  form,  m 
thinks  it  can  be  adjusted  by  the  i'rtas&i? 
Department,  and  thinks  he  can  make  it  aia 
factory  to  the  committee,  I  make  the  mouoa 
.  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qi«f 
tion  is  on  recommitting  the  bill  to  the  los 
miitee  un  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

«  •     BAUK  Al. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate pr> 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  196. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  WhoV 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  106:'.' 
the  relief  of  the  owners  of  the  bark  Al  \'> 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasorr  to  py 
to  the  owners  of  the  bark  A  1,  lost  on  tii* 
Indian  ocean  in  the  year  1864.  the  sum  c>: 
$7,808  52,  in  full  compensation  for  all  io'^ 
sustained  by  them,  the  officers  and  cre»  of  ::< 
vessel,  in  consequence  of  the  seizure  made  t 
the  bark  in  December,  1863,  and  the  imr^'- 
onment  of  the  officers  and  crew  in  Fori  MifB « 
by  order  of  General  Cadwalader,  and  herii^-^ 
sequent  seizure  in  January,  1864,  bythemtf 
shal  of  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsjlvanii 
and  for  the  detention  of  the  vessel  from  br 
voyage  for  the  period  of  fifty-two  days,  au'i 
the  loss  of  the  ship  stores,  and  in  full  cof 
pensation  of  all  otter  losses  resulting  from 
such  seizure  and  detention. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  witboot 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  (ot  i 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed 

MINKRVA  LKW13. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pw 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  N^^^ 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wboie. 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  ^5;  :of 
the  relief  of  Minenra  Lewis,  as  administr^tn^ 
of  the  estate  of  Bzekiel  Lewis,  deeead-  it 
proposes  to  require  the  Secretary  of  the  ir»S" 
ury  to  pay  to  Minerva  Lewis,  as  adniini8tr»ir« 
Of  the  estate  of  Ezekiel  Lewis,  dece**e4. 
$10,000,  in  full  compensation  for  the  8i»ai«r 
Admiral,  belonging  to  the  deceased,  csp 
tured  by  the  rebel  authorities  and  «capiBftJ 
by  the  gun-boat  flotilla  at  the  fall  of  l«i^J 
No.  10,  and  turned  over  by  the  fled  \o^ 
land  forces  for  use  as  a  traos|>ort,  aod  m 
while  in  the  service  of  the  United  State* « 
such  transport.  .  .i 

The  Committee  on  Claims  reported  ibe  bui 
with  an  amendment,  which  was  io  lioe  sii<  \; 
strikeout  "$10,000"  and  insert  ••$5.0W' 
and  after  tke  words  "  compensation  fur,  '^ 
insert   *Hhe  use  by  the  United  States  ot. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  t  , 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  8eaate«»Biwd^ 
ed,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  t 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  u>'J' 
reading,  was  read  the  third  lime,  and  pa**  • 

L.   MKRCUANT  AND  COMPANY. 

Mr.  HOWE.     I  now  ask  the  Senate  U)  pro; 
ceed   to    the    consideration   of  Senats 
No.  199. 
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The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  coof^ider  the  bill  (S.  No.  199)  for 
the  relief  of  L.  Merchant  &  Co.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  is  required  by  the  bill  to 
pay  L.  Merchant  &  Co.  the  sum  of  $8,700,  that 
being  the  price  at  which  their  steam- tug  Neafie 
was  sold  by  Colonel  E.  S.  Alien ,  assistant  quar- 
termaster, on  March  2,  1866. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
oui  amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

aOBBRT  WILLIAMS,  Jtt. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  more  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
No.  1943. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1948)  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Williams,  jr.,  collector  third  district 
Ohio,  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole.  The  proper  accounting  officers  of 
the  Treasury  are  directed  by  the  bill,  in  set- 
tling the  accounts  of  Robert  Williams,  jr.,  col- 
lector of  internal  rerenue,  third  district  Ohio. 
to  credir;  and  allow  to  him  such  sum  as  they 
shall  find  was  stolen  from  his  safe  in  beer, 
cigar,  and  internal  revenue  stamps  by  bur- 
glars on  the  night  of  July  8,  1869;  but  there 
is  first  to  be  deducted  from  the  sum  so  stolen 
the  amoant  recovered  by  him,  and  that  noth- 
ing is  to  be  allowed  for  expenses  in  recover- 
ing it. 

rhe  Committee  on  Claims  reported  the  bill 
with  an  amendment,  to  add  the  foUovring  pro- 
viso : 

And  provithd  further.  That  suoh  aocoantinc  offi- 
cers shall  be  aatisfled,  by  competent  teatimoDy.  that 
all  such  stamps  were  stolen  without  any  default  or 
nesliKenoe  on  the  part  of  said  Williams  or  his 
agents. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
in.  It  was  ordered  that  the  amendment  be 
engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time. 
The  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JO&KPH  SKO&K. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  889. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  880)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 
Segar,  of  Virginia,  was  read  a  second  time, 
aod  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
pay  to  Joseph  Segar,  of  Virginia,  $15,000, 
that  being  the  balance  still  due  him,  after 
deducting  what  he  has  heretofore  received,  for 
the  use  and  occupation  of  his  farm  in  Eliza- 
beth City  county,  Virginia,  by  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  during  the  late  rebellion. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  If  there  is  a 
report  in  that  case  I  should  like  to  hear  it  read. 

The  PUKSIDING  OFFICER.  There  is  a 
report,  which  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  report, 
submitted  by  Mr.  Borexan  on  the  Ist  of 
April  from  the  Committee  on  Claims : 

The  Committee  on  Claims,  havinr  considered  the 
claims  of  Joseph  Segar.  of  Virsinia,  for  oompensa- 
tion  for  use  aod  oocupation  of  his  farm  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  during  the  late  war  of  rebellioD,  make 
the  following  report: 

On  the  24th  day  of  May,  1861,  by  order  of  Oeneral 
B.  F.  Butler,  then  in  command  at  Fortress  Monroe, 
the  farm  of  said  Segar,  in  Elisabeth  City  county,  in 
the  State  of  Virginia,  containing  about  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  acres,  nearly  three  hundred  of  which 
Mfvre  in  a  t>tate  of  cultivatioo,  and  immediately  ad- 
joining Fortress  Monroe,  was  seised  for  the  use  of 
the  armies  of  the  Union,  and  a  large  military  force 
»t  once  encamped  upon  it. 

The  said  farm  was  occupied  by  the  United  States 
for  oamp  and  drilling  grounds,  hospitals,  stables, 
officers'  and  soldiers'  quarters  and  barrucks.  work- 
shops, and  other  military  uses,  until  the  end  of  the 
war.  and  possession  was  retained  by  the  United 
States  military  authorities  until  the  Ist  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1867,  nearly  two  years  after  the  close  of  the 
war.  But  the  petitioner  Admits  that  he  ha?  received 
the  rent  from  April  2,  1866.  the  date  of  President 
John>on's  peace  proclamfition,  to  January  1, 18G7, 
-when  the  farm  was  restored  to  his  po!>i<e8sion. 

The  Government  possession  and  use  of  the  farm 
wa9  not  casual  of  temporary,  us  in  the  mareh  of  an 
army  through  a  hostile  country,  but  a  deliberately 
planned  and  intended  permanent  possession,  to  end 
only  with  the  public  exigency  that  called  for  their 
XM&e  and  ocoapation. 
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That  exigency  continued  until  the  Snd  of  the  war, 
and  in  greater  or  less  degree  for  nearly  two  years 
thereafter 

For  thiscontinned  use  and  ooeapatlon  (which  the 
evidence  shows  to  have  been  indispensable  to  the 
Government)  the  petitioner  now  asks  compensation. 

It  will  not  be  denied  that  if  the  claim  were  for  the 
payment  of  quartermaster  or  commissary  supplies, 
as  oom,  oaU,  &o.,  it  would  be  at  once  reoognixed  as 
valid  ;  out  it  is  difficult  to  perceive  why  a  discrim- 
ination should  be  made  against  the  land  that  pro- 
duces the  supplies. 

The  Constitution,  in  providing  that  private  prop- 
erty shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use  without  ^ust 
oompensation.  makes  no  discrtminatton  for  or  against 
any  species  of  property.  It  uses  tiie  general  term 
**  property;"  and  the  obvious  meaning  is  that  no 
property  of  the  oitlBens  shall  be  taken  for  public  use 
out  on  just  oompensation. 

If  it  be  claimed  that  a  state  of  war  suspends  the 
constitutional  provision  for  just  compensation,  the 
answer  is  at  hand  that  the  decisions  of  the  Suoreme 
Court  and  Court  of  Claims  both  negative  the  idea  of 
such  suspension  except  during  the  actual  existence 
of  pressing  emergency. 

lu  the  case  of  Harmony  v*.  Mitchell,  (13  How. 
Rep.,  page  lid,)  a  case  which  arose  during  the  Mex- 
ican war,  the  tinpreme  Court  decided  that  the  eiti- 
len  must  be  paid  the  full  value  of  his  property 
taken.  War  did  nut,  in  that  case,  impair  the  obli- 
gation of  the  Government  to  make  Indemnity. 

And  in  the  case  of  Grant  e«.  The  United  States, 
which  originated  during  the  late  war  of  rebellion, 
which  involved  real  estate,  the  Court  of  Claims  held 
the  Government  bound  for  fall  compensation. 

These  decisions  show  that  indemnity  runs  as  well 
in  time  of  war  as  of  peace. 

It'  it  were  otherwise,  property,  the  great  current 
of  human  society  and  the  mainspring  stimulus  of 
human  energy,  might  be  totally  and  irremediably 
sacrificed  in  time  of  war. 

War  does  not  abrogate  this  sacred  principle  and 
invaluable  saloguard  of  tfaA  Constitution.  Its  only 
enect  is  to  suspend  actual  payment  until  the  exi- 
gency which  called  for  the  taking  of  the  property 
has  ceased,  when  the  Government  obligation  to  pro- 
vide indemnity  instantly  recurs  in  all  its  ibroe. 

The  true  law  of  the  case  is  perspicuously  expound- 
ed in  the  official  opinion  of  one  of  the  ablest  jurists 
of  the  country,  (speaking  in  regard  to  the  payment 
of  tolls  on  a  turnpike  ruad  in  Kentucky,)  which  is  in 
the  following  words: 

''  In  accordance  with  the  principle  whieh  is  incor- 
porated into  our  national  anU  State  constitutions,  it 
18  the  invariable  practice  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  both  in  peace  and  in  war.  to  pay  for 
the  property  of  all  loyal  citisens  that,  either  by  pur- 
chase or  seizure,  mav  be  appropriated  to  its  use. 
(Digest  of  Opinions  of  the  Judge  Advocate  General 
of  the  Army,  page  29.  edition  of  1865.") 

And  this  ruling  is  but  in  accordance  with  the  great 
principle  of  right  announced  in  the  Supreme  Court 
decision  in  Mitchell  and  Harmony,  that  "when  the 
citixen  has  done  nothing  to  forfeit  his  rights,  every 
public  officer  is  bound  to  respect  them,  whether  he 
finds  the  property  in  a  foreign  or  hostile  land,  or  his 
own." 

That  is  to  say.  if  he  is  a  loyal  eitisen,  and  a  public 
officer  touoh^'s  his  properly  except  under  the  pres- 
sure of  overruling  puolio  exigency,  the  officer  is  a 
trespasser,  and  liable  in  damages  for  the  f repass. 

It  mmr  be  well  here  to  note  a  fact  bearing  on  this 
point,  tbat  rents,  under  the  statute  heads  of  *'  quar- 
ters and  barracks,"  have  been  paid  from  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Government  to  the  present,  time. 

The  evidence  filed  with  the  petition  shows  very 
great  damage  to  have  been  done  the  farm  during 
the  military  occupation,  by  deep  excavations  and 
high  embaukmeuts,  removal  of  the  soil,  and  the 
total  deiitruction  of  the  farm-houses,  wood,  timber, 
and  fencing.  .  ,  •, 

In  reference  to  the  amount  of  rent  for  use  and 
occupation  of  his  farm,  the  petitioner  files  the  pro- 
ceedings of  a  board  of  claims,  convened  by  Special 
Order  No.  49,  from  headquarters  district  of  Henrico, 
Kichmond,  Virginia,  July  S,  1866,  and  in  session  at 
Fortress  Monroe,  Virginia,  by  virtue  of  Special  Or- 
der No.  307,  from  headquarters  department  of  Vir^ 
ginia,  Kichmond,  Virginia,  November  23, 1865. 

Tiiis  board  consisted  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Charles 
P.  Baldwin,  eleventh  Maine  infantry,  president: 
Captain  George  C.  Scammon,  eleventh  Maine  in- 
fantry, recorder;  MujorTnomasF.  Edwards,  twenty - 
fourth  Massaohutteits  infantry. 

This  commission  made  "  a  personal  inspection  of 
the  lands  in  question,  (in  company  with  Mr.  Segar,) 
eliciting  suon  facts  as  to  their  occupancy  by  the 
Government  as  were  deemed  important  by  the 
board." 

They  examined  Mr.  Segar  on  oath,  and  abo  sun- 
dry other  witnesses,  (for  evidence  in  detail  see 
report  of  board.)  .        ,    ^      ^.   ,        * 

The  following  is  the  award  made  by  this  board  oa 
the  30th  of  November,  1865:  . 

Alter  a  mature  consideration  of  the  evidence  in 
the  claim  and  the  facts  adduced  thereby,  as  well  as 
the  nature  and  extent  of  the  property  in  question, 
the  board  submit  the  following  report : 

1.  The  proijoriy.iu  question  is  private,  and  is 
owned  by  Mr.  Joseph  Segar,  of  Hampton,  Virginia. 
It  consists  of  a  farm  of  four  hundred  and  torty-seven 
acres,  with  a  dwelling-house  thereon. 

2.  Mr.  Sesar  is  a  loyal  man,  and  has  been  so 
through  the  entire  war. 

3.  The  entire  property  was  taken  possession  of 
May  21, 1861,  by  order  of  General  Butler,  for  military 
purposes,  and  was  so  occupied  until  the  1st  day  of 
April,  1863.  At  that  date  the  dwelling-house,  with 
garden  attaoaed,  was  restored  to  Mr.  Segar.    ine  | 


remainder  of  the  property  continued  in  the  posses* 
sion  and  use  of  the  United  States,  and  is  still  used 
by  them. 

4.  From  the  1st  of  April.  1863,  the  date  on  which 
Mr.  Segar  got  possession  of  his  dwelling-house,  to 
the  1st  of  April,  1861,  the  dwelling-house  was  occu- 
pied by  Captain  Hunt.  United  States  Army,  who 
paid  Mr.  Segar  9400  ($33  33^  per  month)  as  rent 
therefor. 

Since  the  1st  of  April,  1864.  Mr.  Segar  has  had  the 
use  and  possession  of  the  house  himself.  Subse- 
quently to  the  evacuation  of  Richmond,  and  prior 
to  the  24ih  day  of  November,  1865.  he  has  received 
as  rent  for  portions  of  his  farm,  from  private  par- 
tics,  the  sums  of  fifly-six  dollars  and  soventv-five 
dollars,  as  appears  by  his  own  testimony,  and  by  a 
dooument  hbreto  attaohed,  marked  I.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  the  board  these  sums,  respectively,  should  be 
deducted  from  the  amount  to  oe  paid  him  by  the 
Government. 

5.  The  board,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  fol- 
lowing allowances  of  rent  be  made  to  Mr.  Segar  by  the 
Government  lor  the  use  of  his  property : 

From  May  24,  1861,  to  April  1,  1863,  one  year  ten 
months  and  seven  days,at$iOO  per  month,  fS,^  33 

From  April  1.  1863,  to  April  1.  1865,  two 
years,  at  $400  per  month,  minus  house 
rent,  $33  33  per  mouth  for  the  time 8,800  00 

From  April  1. 1865,  to  November  24, 1865, 
seven  months  and  twenty- three  days,  at 
$400  per  month,  minus  $33  33  per  month 
for  this  time,  and  deducting  from  this 
amount  $131  rent  received  by  Mr.  Segar 
from  private  parties.....*. 2,716  77 

Making  the  total  amount  due  Mr.  Segar,  $20,410  10 

6w  The  board  recommend  that  so  long  as  the  Gov- 
ernment shall  continue  to  occupy  the  same  por- 
tion of  Mr.  Senear's  farm  tbat  it  now  does,  that  from 
and  alter  the  '^h  day  of  November,  1865,  a  rent  of 
$366  77  per  month  be  paid  for  it,  provided  Mr.  Segar 
does  not  receive  any  rent  from  private  parties  tor 
any  portion  of  the  land. 

CHAS.  P.  BALDWIN, 
Lieut,  Col.  ElevenOk  Maiue  Vbl$.,  PreeidmU. 

THOMAS  F.  EDWARDS. 
Major  Twenty-fourth  MoBtachuaette  Infantrg. 

GEO.  C.  SCAMMON. 
Oaptain  Maine  Infantry,  Recorder. 

The  value  of  the  farm  to  the  Government  in  its 
military  operations  is  very  strongly  set  forth  in  the 
testimony.  That  of  the  military  authority  is  to  the 
effect  that  the  farm  of  the  petitioner  was  '*of  incal- 
culable value  and  importance  to  the  Government  as 
a  rendesvous  for  troops,  for  the  collection  of  war 
materials,  for  the  stabling  of  horses,  for  the  running 
of  workshops,  &c.,  and  that  from  its  proximity  to 
the  fort,  and  extent  of  area,  it  was  absolutely  indis- 
pensable." On  this  point  the  evidence  is  abundant 
and  marked. 

The  merits  of  the  petitioner's  claim  are  supported 
by  numerous  documents  filed  therewith,  numbered 
1. 2. 3.  4, 6, 6,  7. 8L  9. 10, 11. 12,.  13, 14, 16. 16. 17,  and  18 
ana  which  are  herewith  submitted  in  the  form  of 
appendix  as  a  part  of  this  report. 

The  petitioner  claims  that  he  should  be  paid  rent 
for  bis  farm  from  May  24,  1861.  to  April  2,  1866,  as 
assessed  by  the  board  of  claims  before  referred  to, 
according  to  which  assessment  the  following  is  the 
state  of  the  account  between  the  petitioner  and  the 
United  States: 

From  May  24.  1861,  to  April  1,  1863,  one  yesf.  ten 
month:*,  and  seven  days,  at$4U0  per  month,  $8,893  33 

From  April  1,  1863,  to  April  1,  1865.  two 
years,  at  $400  per  month,  minus  house 
rent,  $33  S  per  month  for  the  time 8,800  00 

From  April  1, 1865,  to  November  24, 1865, 
seven  months  and  twenty- three  days,  at 
400  per  month,  minus  house  rent,  $33  S3 
per  month  for  this  time,  and  minus  $131 
received  by  petitioner  from  private  par- 
ties     2,716  77 

From  November  25,  1865.  to  April  2. 1866,    ,    ^    _ 
the  date  of  peace  establishment l,56o  00 

Total  rent  from  May  24,  1861,  to  April  2,  _  ^^  _ 
1866 ..21,975  00 

From  which  should  be  deducted  the  sum  of 
$3,776    paid    petitioner  by  Freedmen's    ^  ^^    ^ 
Bureau 3.776  00 

Leaving  balance > ....$18.199  00 

But  a  majority  of  the  committee  having  some 
doubts  as  to  whether  the  petitioner  should  bo 
allowed  the  full  measure  of  rent  as  assessed  by  the 
military  board  as  above  set  forth,  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  to  recommend  that  he  be  paid  the  grost< 
sum  of  $15,000  as  the  balance  due  him  on  account  of 
rent,  for  which  they  herewith  report  a  bill.  ^ 

The  committee  h.ive  made  no  allowance  for  in- 
terest, nor  for  destruction  of  buildings  or  other 
damsge,  although,  as  above  stated,  the  evidence 
shows  that  petitioner  suflfered  greatly  in  damage 
done  to  his  property;  yet  as  this  is  not  compre- 
hended by  the  prayer  of  his  petition,  nor  was  the 
evidence  directed  to  that  questioa.  the  committee 
have  not  taken  the  same  into  consideration. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Thisis  a  very 
old  and  familiar  case;  but  when  the  Senate 
set  apart  a  certain  day  for  the  consideration 
of  private  bills,  1  know  they  are  organized  (as 
cenuiu  courts- martial  were  once  said  to  be 
organized — *'to  convict' ')  to  grind  out  what- 
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erer  is  pot  into  the  hopper.  I  know,  there- 
fore, it  will  be  entirely  nseless  to  iaterpose  any 
cbif'ction  to  any  bill  that  is  called  ap  to-day. 

This  claim  id  for  the  use  of  a  farm.  Has 
there  been  any  inquiry  as  to  the  worth  of  that 
farm?  We  are  to  pay  so  much  a  month,  sum- 
mer and  winter,  for  the  use  of  the  farm.  Why, 
sir,  it  strikes  me  that  this  is  an  extraordinary 
claim.  The  party  is  said  to  be  loyal,  and  I 
believe  he  is,  tor  he  has  been  freqaentl?  elected 
to  the  other  House,  but  I  do  not  think  he  was 
ever  admitted;  but  whether  admitted  or  not, 
he  has  succeeded  in  getting  some  bills  through 
Congress  by  which  he  has  already  secured 
some  compensation.  I  do  not  think  it  is  any 
use  fur  me,  however,  to  interpose  any  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  the  bill.  It  strikes  me 
86  rather  large  for  a  four  hundred  acre  farm 
to  pay  $400  a  month  for  the  use  of  it,  or 
somewhere  in  that  neighborhood. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  I  know  some- 
thing of  this  property,  having  been  upon  it 
occasionally  from  1862  to  1864.  I  see  the  re- 
port allows  to  the  applicant  some  eight  thou- 
sand dollars  for  less  than  two  years'  rent.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  whole  property  before  the 
war  was  ever  worth  $8,000.  I  believe  that  the 
petitioner  has  received  in  one  way  and  another 
since  the  close  of  the  war  and  during  the  latter 
years  of  the  war  all  that  he  is  honestly  entitled 
to  for  the  occupation  of  that  land  by  the  Qov- 
ernment.     I  would  not  vote  for  such  a  bill. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Senator  from  Connecti- 
cut has  decidedly  the  advantage  of  the  com- 
mittee. He  knows  something  about  this  case 
and  the  committee  do  not  know  anything 
about  ir 

Mr.  FEURY,  of  Connecticut.  You  might 
have  learned  by  inquiring  about  the  value  of 
the  land. 

Mr.  HOWE.  We  have  made  inquiries 
enough.  I  say  we  do  not  know  anything 
about  It  except  what  the  testimony  before  us 
shows  us,  and  we  know  as  well  as  anybody 
can  how  unreliable  that  is.  I  rise,  however, 
to  say  that  Senators  seem  to  be  opposed  to 
the  passage  of  this  bill;  the  Senator  from 
West  Virginia,  [Mr.  Bobbmak,]  who  reported 
the  bill,  is  not  present,  and  I  think  perhaps  it 
would  be  better  that  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill  be  postponed. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  Before  the  bill  is  postponed, 
I  will  merely  remark  to  the  Senate  that  I  know 
something  about  that  property,  and  I  say  that 
it  is  a  very  small  value  put  upon  it.  Mr.  Seear 
was  a  loyal  man  throughout  the  rlBbellion.  He 
came  over  here,  and  was  once  seated  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  Mr.  Segar  is  very 
poor,  made  poor  by  the  armies  of  me  United 
States  taking  his  property  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States.  He  has  been  here  time  and 
again,  and  1  do  hope  that  this  bill  will  not  be 
poBiponed  any  further,  but  that  this  simple  act 
of  jusiice  will  be  done  to  Mr.  Segar. 

ihe  PKESiDINO  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  postponing  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LEWIS.     I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordere'd. 

Mr.  HOWE.  1  suggested  that  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  be  postponed  because 
of  the  absence  of  the  Senator  who  reported  the 
bill.  1  acquiesced  in  the  report.  From  the 
evidence  betbre  the  committee  I  was  satisfied 
of  the  propriety  of  it.  If  that  testimony  is  to  be 
believed  at  all,  instead  of  the  committee  hav- 
ing awarded  a  larger  sum  than  will  make  Mr. 
Segar  whole,  it  was  my  opinion,  and  is  now  my 
opinion,  that  we  have  awarded  a  less  sum,  and 
1  am  a  little  surprised  to  hear  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  the  Senator  from  Connecticut.  But 
1  find  the  Senator  from  Virginia  is  opposed  to 
the  postponement  which  I  suggested 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  will  say  that  I  have  no  ob- 
jection, provided  the  Senator  will  call  it  up 
when  the  Senator  from  West  Virginia  returns. 

Mr.  HOVVE.  1  will  do  my  best  to  call  it 
up.  or  he  will  do  so,  and  I  will  second  him. 

Mr.  LEWIS.     If  there  is  any  danger  of  its 


going  over,  I  hope  it  will  not  be  postponed, 
because  I  know  Mr.  Segar' s  circumstances. 
I  examined  this  case,  and  I  know  it  is  a  merit- 
orious one,  and  I  do  hope  that  the  Senate  will 
not  refuse  longer  to  do  Mr.  Segar  this  justice. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  beg  to  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Virginia  that  he  must  not  understand  my 
motion  to  postpone  as  an  act  of  hostility  to 
the  bill,  for  I  am  satisfied  of  the  propriety  of 
the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Virginia  insist  on  the  demand 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  ? 

Mr.  LEWIS.    I  will  let  the  bill  go  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  the  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
will  be  regarded  as  withdrawn.  The  ques- 
tion ijs  on  the  postponement  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  With  the 
understanding  of  the  Senate,  so  far  as  we  can 
have  it,  that  whenever  the  chairman  calls  the 
bill  up  there  will  be  no  objection  to  it;  I 
presume  the  Senate  will  give  unanimous  con- 
sent to  that. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  postponing  the  further  consideration 
of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  desire  to  enter  a  motion  to 
reconsider  that  vote  and  let  the  bill  lie  on 
the  table,  so  that  it  will  not  go  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  inform  the  Senator  that  the  bill  will  go 
back  to  its  place  on  the  Calendar,  and  will 
not  be  prejudiced  by  the  postponement.  Is 
that  satisfactory? 

Mr.  LEWIS.    Yes,  that  is  satisfactory. 

HILO  PRATT. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  895. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  896)  for  the  relief  of  Milo 
Pratt  was  read  a  second  time,  and  con- 
sidered as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  Milo  Pratt  the  sum  of  $2,000,  upon 
his  executing  to  the  United  States  a  full  release 
of  all  further  claim  for  or  on  account  of  a  con- 
tract made  with  him  in  1864  b^  the  quarter- 
master's department  for  furnishing  coal. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ROBBRT  LOWRY. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  now  move  to  take  up  Senate 
bill  No.  929. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  929)  for  the  relief  of  Rob- 
ert Lowry,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  was  read 
a  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  It  appropriates  $4,660  79 
to  be  paid  to  Robert  Lowry,  for  full  payment 
for  the  destruction  of  his  bouse,  and  its  con- 
tents, on  the  morning  of  December  8,  1864, 
by  the  second  divieion  of  the  fourth  Army 
corps,  army  of  the  Cumberland,  under  order 
of  Brigadier  General  G.  D.  Wasner,  command- 
ing; this  amount  being  found  due  by  a  mili- 
tary commission  assembled  under  order  of 
Major  General  G.  H.  Thomas  for  that  purpose. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

THKODORB  ADAMS. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
No.  2046. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (U.  R.  No. 
2046)  for  the  relief  of  Theodore  Adams.  It 
directs  the  payment  to  Theodore  Adams  of 
$112,740  76,  in  full  for  all  claim  under  his 
contracts  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  the  construction  of  thirty-eight  mor- 
tar-boats and  eight  steam  tugs. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  reported  the  bill 
with  amendments  so  as  to  make  it  read : 
That  there  be  paid  to  Theodore  Adams,  out  of  any 


moo  V  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropf  iaScd. 
the  sum  of  $39,212  50,  in  fall  for  all  claim  acaiiutU>« 
Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  coostrw- 
tion  of  thirty-eiffht  mortar-boats  and  eicht  steaa- 
tags. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  suggest  that  that  bill  wis 
reported  here  this  morning  from  the  commit- 
tee, and  there  is  a  written  report,  anii  I  be- 
lieve it  was  understood  this  morniDg  that  w« 
were  not  to  take  up  any  cases  reported  todaj 
where  there  was  an  objt'Ction.  I  suggest  that 
this  bill  lie  over  until  we  have  the  ref>ort 
printed.     The  report  is  a  very  lengthy  one. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Iowa  requests  that  this  bill  bepasat4 
over  until  the  report  be  printed. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  If  the  Senator  from  lovt 
believes  that  there  is  any  informatioa  in  the 
report  which  will  be  necessary  to  enable  the 
Senate  to  dispose  of  this  case,  I  ahail  have  do 
objection  to  its  going  over;  but  there  is  t 
printed  report  accompanying  the  bill  frua 
the  House,  which,  if  it  is  desired  on  the  pan 
of  any  Senator,  can  be  read,  and  1  thiuk  «i.l 
convey  all  the  necessary  information,  althoo^ 
the  Senate  report  is  perhaps  somewhat  foli«r. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  This  bli 
having  been  reported  to-day  cannot  be  pr^ 
ceeded  with  except  by  unanimous  constat. 
Does  the  Chair  understand  the  Senator  fivai 
Iowa  to  object? 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    Yes,  sir. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Iowa  objects. 

Mr.  POMERO /.  I  thought  this  day  ra 
set  apart  by  unanimous  consent  for  this  bosi- 
ness,  and  that  we  were  proceeding  with  all 
these  bills  by  unanimous  cuneient. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
does  not  understand  that  there  was  ananimou 
consent  to  that  extent,  to  consider  bills  wbki 
were  reported  by  the  committee  to  day. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  desire  to  say  iu  this  con- 
nection that  I  think  there  is,  perhaps,  the  men 
important  question  involved  in  this  caae,  va>ti/ 
more  so  than  all  the  questions  involved  in  the 
cases  preceding,  and  I  therefore  prefer  thkt 
the  report  of  the  Senate  Committee  on  CUi-as 
be  printed  and  upon  our  tables  before  it  is  coq- 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
has  ruled  that  a  single  objection  is  sufficieut  to 
prevent  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to-day. 

F.  B.  BRAYTON. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  ask  unanimons  cooseot  ts 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  House  teU 
No.  101. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  ihe  bill  (H.  H.  No.  lOl; 
for  the  relief  of  F.  B.  Brayton.  The  Post- 
master General  is  directed  by  the  bill  to  crcr^iii 
ias  of  the  24th  day  of  May,  1868,)  to  F.  B. 
Drayton,  postmaster  cif  Mount  Morris,  Ogls 
county,  Illinoiti,  $350,  in  consideration  of  the 
loss  of  that  amount  in  postage  siarnps  rubbed 
from  his  post  office,  in  Mount  Morris,  wiihoat 
his  fault  or  negligence. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  wilhoa; 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  rea^d 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BATTKLLB  AND  EVANS. 

Mr.  HOWE.    I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  House   hill 
fo.  1700. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  hi  11  (H.  R.  No.  lTOi-< 
for  the  relief  of  Battelle  &  Evans.  It  autbtr- 
izes  and  requires  the  Court  of  Clitims  tu  mgain 
take  up,  hear,  and  pass  upon  the  claim  of 
Battelle  &  Evans  for  cattle  and  beef  sold  and 
delivered  by  them  to  the  United  States  forti>e 
use  of  the  Army  in  the  year  1862,  which  daica 
is  in  suit  in  the  court,  and  the  suit  is  to  t'e 
adjudged  upon  its  merits,  and  without  resf^ei*! 
to  the  lapse  of  nx  years  eiuce  the  cause*  of 
action  accrued,  but  within  six  ycara  since  tke 
final  decision  of  the  accounting  officers  thereoa. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  witboct 
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amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  lime,  and  passed. 

FANNIK  M.  JACKSON. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  ask  ananimoas  consent  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
No.  2042.  . 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2042) 
lor  the  relief  of  Fannie  M.  Jackson,  of  Ten- 
nessee. It  proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  pay  to  Fannie  M.  Jackson,  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  $1,890,  being  in  full 
for  twelve  bales  of  cotton  seized  by  agents  of 
the  Treasury  Department,  sold,  and  I  he  pro- 
ceeds covered  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Sti»t*>s. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  reported  the  bill 
with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  ** $1,890'' 
and  to  insert  ''$698  60.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
in.  It  was  ordered  that  ihe  amendment  be 
engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time.  The 
bin  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SLUMAN  8.   BAILKY. 

Mr.  HOWE.     I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
[o.  1-288. 

The  Senate^  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1288)  for  the  relief  of  Sluman  S.  Bailey,  col- 
lector of  internal  revenue  for  the  fourth  dis- 
trict of  Michigan.  It  authorizes  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  adjusting  the  accounts  of 
Sluman  S.  Bailey,  collector  of  internal  rev- 
enue for  the  fourth  district  of  Michigan,  to 
credit  him  with  the  sum  of  $1,752  28,  being  the 
amount  of  money  not  recovered,  which  was 
stolen  from  the  safe  of  the  county  treasurer  at 
Grand  Traverse  county,  ££ichigan,  on  the  night 
of  September  28,  1867,  and  which  money  was 
deposited  for  safe- keeping  therein  by  Wil- 
liam H.  Fife,  deputy  collector  of  internal  rev- 
enue, and  for  which  amount  Collector  Sluman 
S.  Bailey  is  responsible  to  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States;  but  it  is  to  appear  that  the  thefl 
of  the  money  was  without  the  collusion,  privity, 
or  fault  of  the  collector. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

AUGUSTINE  BACON. 

Mr.  HOWE.     I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
To.  628. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
528)  for  the  relief  of  Angustine  Bacon.  The 
Postmaster  General  is  by  the  bill  directed  to 
pay  to  Augustine  Bacon  $437  69,  for  services 
as  route  agent  on  route  No.  6674,  performed 
under  appointment  by  the  Postmanter  Gen- 
eral in  1866  and  1866,  which  amount  is  due 
him,  as  appears  by  the  books  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  and  remains  unpaid  in 
consequence  of  bis  inability  to  take  the  test- 
oath,  as  prescribed  by  act  of  July  2,  1862. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PBOK,  VAN  HORN  AND  COMPANY. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  2081. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2081)  for  the  relief 
of  Peck,  Van  Horn  k  Go.  It  directs  the  Sec- 
r*'tary  of  the  Treasury  to  remit  and  release  to 
Peck,  Van  Horn  A  Co.,  of  Harrison  county, 
State  oi  Kentucky,  the  internal  revenue  tax 
of  fifty  cents  a  gallon  assessed  on  28.129  gal- 
lons of  whisky,  in  bond  in  their  warehouse 
at  Cyntbiana,  Kentucky,  and  before  sale  de- 
stroyed by  fire  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1869. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 


amendment,  o^ered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

OBORGB  H.  RUPP. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  1646. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole^ 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1646)  for  the  relief  of  George  H.  Rupp.  It 
proposes  to  direct  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  pay  to  George  H.  Rupp,  of  Ohio,  or  his 
legal  representative,  $100,  which  payment  is 
to  be  in  full  of  his  claims  for  loss  of  United 
States  Paymaster  Vrooman*s  check,  No.  4713, 
stolen  from  the  United  States  mails,  but  never 
presented  for  payment;  but  before  the  pay- 
ment of  the  above-named  sum,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  is  to  require  from  Rupp  a 
sufficient  bond  of  indemnity  against  the  future 
presentation  of  the  check. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

TKSTIMONY  FOR  CLAIMS  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  HOWE.     I  now  move  that  the  Senate 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
fo.  1149. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
aa  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1149)  to  author- 
ize the  commissioners  of  claims  to  appoint 
special  commissioners  to  take  testimony,  and 
for  other  purposes.  The  bill  proposes  to  give 
the  commissioners  of  claims  autnority  to  ap- 
point special  commissioners  to  take  testimony 
to  be  used  in  cases  pending  before  them,  who 
are  to  have  authority  to  administer  oaths  and 
affirmations,  and  to  take  the  depositions  of 
witnesses;  but  the  claimants  are  to  pay  the 
fees  of  such  special  commissioners  for  taking 
the  depositions  of  witnesses  called  by  them ; 
but  such  fees  are  in  no  case  to  exceed  five 
dollars  if  the  claim  is  less  than  $1,000. 

The  second  section  provides  that  any  person 
who  shall  knowingly  and  willfully  swear  falsely 
before  the  commissioners  of  claims,  or  either 
of  them,  or  before  any  special  commissioner 
appointed  by  virtue  of  this  act,  in  any  matter 
or  claim  pending  before  the  commissioners, 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  perjury,  and,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  punished  in  the 
same  manner  prescribed  by  law  in  cases  of 
willful  and  corrupt  perjury. 

The  third  section  authorizes  the  commis- 
sioners of  claims  to  appoint  and  employ 
agents,  but  not  more  than  three  at  any  time, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  be,  under  the  direction  and 
authority  of  the  commissioners,  to  investigate 
claims  pending  before  them  which  exceed 
$8,000  in  amount,  to  procure  evidence,  to 
secure  the  attendance  of  witnesses  on  be- 
half of  the  Government  and  to  examine 
them,  to  cross-examine  the  witnesses  pro- 
duced by  claimants,  and  to  perform  such 
other  duties  as  may  be  required  of  them  by  the 
commissioners,  who  may  discharge  them  at 
any  time.  The  agents  are  to  be  allowed  their 
actual  and  necessary  traveling  expenses;  the 
expenses  paid  out  in  investigating  claims, 
procuring  witnesses,  and  taking  testimony, 
and  six  dollars  per  day  while  employed  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties;  of  all  which,  at  the 
end  of  each  month,  they  are  to  make  a  state- 
ment in  detail,  specifying  the  amounts  by  them 
paid  out,  to  whom  paid,  when  and  where  and 
for  what  purpose,  and  the  number  of  days 
employed  m  their  duties,  and  are  to  transmit 
the  same,  duly  certified,  to  the  commissioners. 

The  fourth  section  authorizes  the  commis- 
sioners to  employ  three  additional  clerks  at  a 
salary  of  $1,200  per  year ;  and  to  employ,  at 
the  usual  rates,  such  assistance  for  the  short- 
hand reporter  as  may  be  necessary  from  time 
to  time  in  reporting,  copying,  and  preparing 
for  Congress  the  oral  testimony  taken  in  cases 
before  the  commissioners. 

The  fifth  section  directs  that  all  the  expenses  [ 
incurred  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  are 
to  be  allowed  and  paid  in  the  same  manner  | 


and^  out  of  the  same  appropriation  provided 
for  in  the  act  organizing  the  commissioners  of 
claims,  being  an  act  entitled  **An  act  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for 
the  year  ending  June  30,  1872,  and  for  other 
purposes,**  approved  March  8,  1871. 

The  sixth  section  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
commissioners  of  claims  to  receive,  examine, 
and  consider  the  justice  and  validity  of  such 
claims  as  shall  be  brought  before  them  of  those 
citizens  who  remained  loyal  adherents  to  the 
cause  and  Oovernment  of  the  United  States 
during  the  war,  for  Stores  or  supplies  taken  or 
furnished  during  the  rebellion  for  the  use  of 
the  Navy-  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same 
manner  and  with  the  like  efiect  as  they  are  now 
required  by  law  to  do  in  the  case  of  stores  or 
supplies  taken  or  furnished  for  the  use  of  the 
Army. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  reported  the  bill 
with  amendments.  The  first  amendment  was 
in  section  one,  line  ten,  to  strike  out  the  words 
**five  dollars**  and  insert  "ten  cents  per 
folio;**  so  that  the  proviso  will  read: 

Provided,  The  claimants  sbAlI  pay  the  fees  of  such 
special  oommiMioners  for  taking  the  depositions  of 
witneases called  by  them;  bat  each  feesahall  in  no 
case  exceed  ten  cents  per  folio  if  the  claim  is  loM 
than  91,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  three, 
line  five,  to  strike  out  the  words  '*  which  ex- 
ceed $8,000  in  amount.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  at  the 
end  of  section  three  the  following : 

But  no  claim  where  the  amount  exceeds  110,000 
shall  be  examined,  decided,  and  reported  by  the 
eommiasioners  to  Coof  resa,  except  the  teatimony  on 
behalf  of  the  claimant  in  such  caae  shall  have  been 
taken  orally  before  the  commiaaionera  or  aome  one 
of  them  peraonslly,  or  shall  have  been  taken  pre- 
viona  to  the  3d  day  of  March.  1871.  to  be  used  in  the 
Court  of  Claims  or  before  aome  Department  of  the 
Government. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred  in.  It  was  ordered  that  the  amend- 
ments be  engrossed  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time.  The  bill  was  read  the  third  lime,  and 
passed. 

OBDBB  or  BUSINB88. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  This  day  was  assigned,  it 
is  true,  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  but  there 
are  a  variety  of  other  claims  reported  from 
other  committees,  and  I  hope  the  remainder 
of  this  day  may  be  devoted  to  their  considera- 
tion. I  hope  the  Senator  from  California  will 
not  now  call  up  the  appropriation  bill,  but 
will  call  it  up  just  before  we  adjourn,  and  let 
us  have  the  remainder  of  to-day  to  consider 
some  few  other  private  bills.  I  think  I  have 
made  no  request  of  the  Senate  to  consider  a 
bill  at  this  session.  There  is  one  private  bill 
in  which  a  constituent  of  mine  and  my  col- 
league's has  a  very  deep  interest,  and  I  wish 
to  ask  the  Senate  to  give  it  consideration. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  I  rise  to  second  the  sug- 
gestion made  by  the  Senator  from  Maine. 
The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  have  re- 
ported a  few  private  bills,  two  or  three,  which 
are  very  short,  and  ought  to  be  considered. 
We  have  not  consumed  any  of  the  time  of  the 
Senate ;  we  have  not  asked  for  a  day  ;  but  if 
the  Senate  will  give  us  tifieen,  or  even  ten 
minutes,  I  think  we  can  pass  these  two  or 
three  bills.  I  think  the  Senate  should  give 
us  the  remainder  of  this  day  to  dispose  of  such 
bills. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  only  to  remark  that  I 
think  enough  of  that  character  of  bills  have 
been  considered  for  one  day  at  least,  and  we 
had  better  postpone  the  consideration  of  any 
more  of  that  kind  until  Eome  other  time. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  These  of  mine  do  not  take 
any  money  ont  of  the  Treasury. 
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Jk%  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Caiifornia  iosist  on  his  motion? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  thought  I  would  try  aud  get 
op  the  Indian  appropriation  bill.  We  Qan 
finish  it  in  a  very  little  time. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     Take  it  up  in  the  morning. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Military  Committee  have 
io-raorrow — there  is  the  difficulty — ^and  the 
next  day  b  mortgaged,  and  the  next  day  after 
that^  and  so  on  through  the  week.  I  thought 
we  jnst  had  time  to  finish  the  appropriation 
bill  to-night,  and  I  am  sore  we  can  finish  it 
to- night  if  it  is  the  disposition  of  the  Senate 
to  go  on  with  business  at  this  time. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Fkbry, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chair.)  If  the  Senator 
from  California  assents,  and  the  Senate  assent 
also,  the  Chair  will  call  up  the  bill  indicated 
by  him  before  the  adjournment  this  evening, 
to  as  to  leave  it  the  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  UAMLIN.  Under  that  understanding, 
I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  Senate  bill 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Is  that 
arrangement  assented  to  by  the  Senator  from 
California? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  know  what 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs  has  to  say  to  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  There  is  no  member  of 
this  body  who  would  feel  more  inclined  to 
oblige  the  two  Senators  than  I  would,  but,  if 
they  will  recollect  for  a  moment,  this  Indian 
appropriation  bill  ought  to  have  been  passed 
weeks  ago. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  agree  to  all  that,  and 
certainly  I  have  not  obstructed  it,  as  the  Sen- 
ator knows  very  well. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  sure  yon  have  not. 
I  think  we  might  pass  the  Indian  appropri- 
ation bill  in  a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  did  not  suppose  the  In- 
dian appropriation  bill  would  pass  the  Senate 
to-day,  ana  in  that  view  I  believed  it  would 
be  proper  economy  to  devote  the  remaining 
portion  of  the  day  to  private  bills.  That  is 
what  I  thought,  and  that  is  what  I  think 
now. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  there  can  be  an  nnder- 
standing  that  the  appropriation  bill  shall  be 
taken  up  to-morrow  at  one  o'clock  and  dis- 
posed of  before  the  Senate  adjourns  to-mor- 
row, I  should  be  willing  to  acquiesce  in  that. 

Mr.  CASSEHLY.  I  hope  my  colleague 
will  be  saiified  with  that.  The  Printing  Com- 
mittee has  had  just  one  single  private  bill  since 
I  have  been  upon  it,  which  has  been  reported 
for  two  sessions,  this  session  and  the  last,  and 
I  have  never  been  able  to  get  the  fioor  to  call 
it  up,  and  I  hope  I  may  be  able  to  do  it  to- 
day. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  inform  Senators,  however,  that  to-mor- 
row at  one  o'clock  is  set  apart  for  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. 

Mr.  COLE.  And  the  next  day,  and  the 
next  day  after  that,  I  am  informed  by  the 
Presiding  Officer,  are  also  set  apart  for  some 
particular  business. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  I  do  not  suppose  there  is  a 
single  Senator  present  who  believes  that  if  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill  is  taken  up  to-night 
any  progress  will  be  made  with  it.  Here  it  is 
almost  tour  o'clock,  and  no  Senator  present 
believes  that  that  bill  can  be  passed  to-day  if 
it  is  taken  up.  The  time  will  simply  be 
wasted,  in  my  judgment.  I  am  as  anxious  as 
any  one  to  facilitate  business,  but  it  is  idle  to 
take  up  an  appropriation  bill  at  four  o'clock. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  know  why  it  cannot 
be  disposed  of  in  ten  or  fifteen  minutes.  I 
do  not  know  really  of  more  than  two  or  three 
other  amendments  to  be  offered. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  One  Senator  has  half  a 
dozen. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  The  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia told  me  a  week  ago  that  he  expected  to 
pass  the  bill  on  that  very  day,  aud  it  is  not  so 
near  its  passage  now  as  it  was  then. 


Mr.  COLE.    I  would  have  ]{aaaed  ii  if  the 

Senator  had  stood  by  me  then. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair  is 
satisfied  that  the  Senator  would  have  passed 
the  bill  that  day  if  he  had  had  his  way  about 
it.  J[Lau^hter.  J  Does  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia insist  on  his  motion? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  the  Senate  ou^ht 
to  proceed  with  the  Indian  appropriation'  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  California  moves  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INDIAN  APPROPBIATIOM  BILL. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1192)  making  appropriations  for  the  cur- 
rent and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  various  Indian  tribes  for  the  year 
ending  June  80,  1878,  and  for  other  purposes, 
the  pending  question  being  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Wright,  on  page  68,  Tine  fourteen  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  to  reduce  the  appropriation 
from  $500,000  to  $200,000,  in  the  following 
clause : 

For  this  amount,  or  so  much  thereof  m  may  be 
neoessary,  to  purchase  subsistenoe  and  clothing  for 
the  Teton  and  other  bands  of  Sioux  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fort  Peck,  Montana  Territory,  and  for  such  other 
objects  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  deem 
necessary  and  advisable,  to  promote  the  civiliKation 
and  improvement  of  said  Indiana.  $500,000. 

Mr.  WRIQHT.  I  have  no  purpose  to  add 
anything  to  what  I  said  on  Friday  when  this 
bill  was  before  the  Senate.  All  I  desire  is 
that  the  Senate  shall  understand  the  precise 
question  before  it.  I  concur  with  the  cbairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  that  these 
amendments  ought  to  be  disposed  of  wiih  as 
little  debate  as  possible.  I  have  moved  to  strike 
out  ^^five"  ana  insert  ^*two,'^  so  as  to  make 
the  appropriation  $200,000  instead  ot'$500, 000. 
The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations concurs  with  me  in  saying  that  that  is 
sufficient,  and  I  think  it,  is  as  I  said  on  Friday, 
and  I  trust  the  Senate  will  concur  iu  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUTSEN.  I  understand 
the  Department  think  $500,000  is  not  too 
much,  and  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  ^Mr. 
Edmunds,]  who  is  a  member  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  and  has  given  a  great  deal 
of  attention  to  the  subject,  but  who  is  not  here 
now,  was  of  opinion  that  making  an  appropri- 
ation of  $200,000  would  merely  be  a  waste  of 
that  amount,  that  the  Government  must  have 
the  sum  that  is  necessary  in  order  to  accom- 
plish their  purpose  with  these  Indians,  which  I 
understand  is  rather  to  feed  them  and  to  con- 
ciliate them  than  to  6ght  them.  I  do  not  wish 
to  discuss  the  amendment,  but  I  think,  if  we 
are  going  to  do  anything,  we  had  better  stand 
by  the  $500,000. 

Mr.  SA  WYER.  I  trust  this  amendment  will 
not  prevail.  I  do  not  wish  to  speak  at  length 
upon  it,  but  I  do  wish  to  say  that  the  state- 
ment that  we  have  got  to  fight  these  Indians 
if  we  do  not  make  this  appropriation  is  one 
that  can  be  justified  by  every  sign  that  we  have. 
Indeed,  it  is  only  very  recentlpr  that  General 
Sheridan  has  made  a  suggestion  to  the  War 
Department  that  four  regiments  of  infantry 
and  one  of  cavalry  be  sent  to  that  country  at 
the  present  time  to  guard  agaiust  an  attack  by 
the  hostile  portions  of  the  leton  Sioux.  It  is 
evident  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  country  that 
the  maintaining  of  one  single  regiment  there 
for  a  year  will  cost  double  the  amount  of  this 
appropriation,  besides  the  evil  influences  in 
other  directions  which  it  may  have. 

These  Indians  have  never  before  consented 
to  a  parley  as  to  their  relations  with  the  set- 
tlers. They  have  always  been  disposed  to  be 
warlike,  and  to  continue  warlike  to  the  United 
States  and  the  people  of  that  region  ;  but 
they  are  now,  after  the  inclement  season  which 
they  have  passed  throngh,  in  a  condition  of 


mind  and  body  when  they  look  npontlie  pm- 
pect  of  being  taken  care  of  another  viottr  bj 
the  United  States  with  a  ^at  deal  of  fsror; 
and  I  believe  it  is  a  fact — if  I  am  wrong  tbose 
who  are  better  acquainted  with  the  subject  viil 
correct  me — ^that  when  you  once  get  lodiaiii 
into  the  habit  of  being  taken  cars  of  bj  the 
United  States,  their  disposition  to  go  back  aod 
live  on  Indian  fare,  such  as  they  find  on  tbi 
war  path,  is  very  much  weakened.  Obc« 
having  got  a  taste  of  the  creature  oomfortaof 
civilization,  they  Axe  very  unwilling  to  go  buk 
and  take  their  chances  at  their  old  modes  of 
living. 

Something  has  been  said  in  reference  to 
this  matter  as  to  buying  a  peace  from  the  In- 
dians. Sir,  I  submit  that  it  is  simplj  a  qoei- 
tion  whether  von  will  have  a  peace;  aodvfaea 
we  put  on  that  lofty  tone  and  talk  about  a 

freat  country  like  onrs  buying  peace  ofu 
ndian  tribe,  it  is  very  much  such  a  questioa 
as  it  would  be  wbether  you  woold  SBbaitt  to 
an  attack  by  a  ferocious  beast,  or  woald  ward 
it  off  by  any  means  in  your  power.  Were  the 
question  between  the  United  Statea  aod  u 
equal  nation,  were  it  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  or  Germany,  or  Gnsi 
Britain,  you  might  well  hold  the  laoguue 
which  has  been  held  by  some  Senators  on  um 
subject,  and  say  it  was  ignominious  aod  igBO- 
ble  to  buy  a  peace  ;  but  when  you  ulk  &m\ 
buying  a  peace  of  an  Indian  tribe,  and  speak 
of  it  as  humiliating,  that  is  quite  anoiW 
affair,  and  the  language  has  no  applic&lbt 
whatever  in  the  sense  in  which  it  ia  used. 

The  simple  (question  for  us  is,  whether  n 
will  do  something  to  keep  these  bands  of  lo- 
dians  from  attacking  our  settlers  in  that  eee 
tion  of  the  country,  whether  we  will  do  some- 
thing to  keep  them  in  peace  and  peaceful  r^ 
lations  with  the  men  who  are  going  to  tbt: 
country  to  settle  it  and  to  build  up  Uiat  r^'. 
northern  thoroughfare  through  there.  If  w 
do  not  do  this  ihing,  if  we  do  not  approprisi* 
a  large  sum  of  money  to  do  this,  we  aha.!  ctt- 
tainly  be  obliged  next  winter  to  appropriate! 
much  larger  sum  for  military  purpoaea  wjthoB: 
getting  any  of  the  benefits  which  we  sbtu-d 
get  from  an  appropriation  of  this  character. 
When  we  make  this  appropriation  of  f^^. 
000,  we  must  take  into  account  that  the  ir&r.^ 
portation  of  the  materials  which  are  to  be 
taken  there  is  at  this  moment  very  expensif?. 
but  when  we  have  completed  the  railroad  lo 
that  section  of  country  where  these  bands  vt 
found,  the  question  of  transportation  will  a- 
sume  quite  another  character.  It  will  be  fmi 
that  we  can  transport  five  times,  yes,  ten  uina 
the  quantity  of  goods  for  the  same  money,  i: 
we  appropriate  $200,000  now,  the  chanctJ  *r« 
that  we  shall  not  get  $100,000  of  it  to  lU 
Indians  themselves,  even  with  ihe  bt>t  mw 
agementand  entire  honesty  and  integrity  •'& 
the  part  of  all  the  agents. 

I  hope  that  the  amendment  of  the  Seon'w 
from  Iowa,  which  is  in  direct  hostility  to  ia« 
policy  which  has  been  decided  upon  by  t*J 
Govern  nient  as  the  correct  policy  with  n?g»r4 
to  these  and  other  Indians,  will  not  prerail. 

Mr.  BLAIR.    1  hope  the  Senate  will  concur 
in  the  amendment  oflered  by  the  Senator  troBi 
Iowa.     The  saying  that  we  roust  feed  ihtrf 
Indians  or  fight  them  sounds  very  ^^J'' ""'v^ 
practice,   under  the  policy  defended  by  ta 
Senator  from  South  Carolina,  we  bare  w  tera 
them  and  tight  them  both.     We  havefed  them 
during  the  winter  and  got  them  in  very  mo^'* 
better  condition  to  fight  during  the  saroat^- 
That  is  the  history  of  this  policy.  The  indiMi 
are  not  content  to  remain  on  these  ^^^^ 
lions.     They  always  make  excuses  to  i»^^ 
their  reservations  and  go  out  buoting 
buffalo,  which  is  simply  an  excuse  tog'    j 
aod  rob  all  they  meet  upon  the  p«"^*^  *; 
the  mountain.     The  result  of  the  poUcy  "i»j^- 
the  Senator  advocatt-s,  and  which  ihi3  app  . 
priation  of  $500,000  to  feed  these  ]^^^^^ 
intended  to  carry  out,  is  sioapli  t^  »J^*  •J. 
in  the  winter  timoy  and  then  when  the  »F  i 
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somes  they  are  in  much  hotter  condition  to  go 
3ut  and  commence  their  warfare.  That  is  the 
case  in  Arizona.  Tbote  lodiana  have  been 
fed  during  the  winter  npon  the  reeervationa. 
A.B  soon  as  the  spring  opens  they  hare  taken 
to  the  field  and  have  committed  their  depre- 
dations. 

I  think  the  snm  proposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Iowa,  $200,000,  is  ample  to  try  this  ex- 
periment. 1  think  the  other  snm  is  enormous 
tor  the  purpose  for  which  it  is  alleged  to  be 
appropriated.  In  my  opinion  $^0,000  is 
ample,  and  white  I  do  not  believe  in  the 
policy,  if  it  is  insisted  that  this  policy  shall  be 
carried  ont,  I  trust  it  will  be  carried  oot  with 
something  like  economy,  and  I  hope  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa  will  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  WINDOM.    I  do  not  desire  to  detain 
the  Senate  on  this  qnestion  bat  a  momenL 
The  Senator  from  Ohio,  not  now  in  his  seat, 
[Mr.  Thubman,]  remarked  when  this  amend- 
ment was  last  noder  discussion  that  this  was 
a  very  large  appropriation  to  Indians  of  whom 
nobody  had  heard,  or  a  remark  similar  to  that. 
I  wish  to  say  that  the  people  of  Minnesota 
baye  heard  of  these  Indians.    They  have  un* 
fortunately  a  somewhat  intimate  acquaintance 
with  them.    These  Teton  Sioux,  for  whom  we 
are  makiv>;;  this  appropriation,  are  led  by  a 
chief  called  Sitting  Bull,  who  admits  that  he 
instigated  the  massacre  in  Minnesota  in  1862, 
in  which  over  eight  hundred  of  our  people,  men, 
-women,  and  children,  were  massacred.  I  there- 
fore say  I  have  no  affection  for  these  Indians ; 
but  I  have  some  regard  for  the  people  of  Mon- 
tana, and  if  there  is  any  possibility  of  keeping 
these  Indians  quiet  by  feeding  them,  I  am  in 
favor  of  doing  it  rather  than  attempting  to  fight 
them  again. 

Sir,  we  had  a  little  experience  in  our  efforta 
to  puuiah  these  same  trioes  of  Indians  in  1864 
and  1865,  after  the  massacre  in  Minnesota. 
The  military  authorities  sent  a  large  expedi- 
tion into  the  northwestern  region  to  punish 
them,  to  bring  them  into  subjection,  and  they 
comprised  only  a  small  part  of  the  Indians 
who  are  now  congregated  near  Fort  Peck.  I 
will  read  yon  a  statement  from  the  Quarter- 
master General,  made  in  1866,  on  the  7th  of 
J  one,  io  answer  to  a  resolution  which  I  my- 
self introduced  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, in  which  he  states  that  the  expense  in 
1864  of  the  Indian  expedition  was  $5,286,000 ; 
in  1865,  $1,394,100— over  $6,000,000  expend- 
ed under  the  War.  Department  in  those  two 
years  in  an  attempt  to  pnnish  only  a  small  part 
of  the  same  Indians  that  we  now  hope  to  keep 
peaceable  by  an  appropriation  of  only  $500,- 
iKK).  Sir,  what  was  the  result  of  this  laree  ex- 
penditare  of  over  $6,000,000?  The  estimate 
of  the  result  of  the  labor  shows  that  about  one 
Indian  was  killed  for  every  $2,000,000  ex- 
p»inded,  if  I  recollect  the  statement  aright.  I 
am  not  in  favor  of  that  sort  of  expenditure. 

The  Indians  that  we  are  now  providing  for 
by  this  amendment,  are  the  braves,  the  young 
fighting  men  from  nearly  every  one  of  the 
nine  bands  of  Sioux  Indians.  There  are  a 
portion  of  these  Indians  in  the  southwestern 
pari  of  Dakota  Territory,  who  are  disposed  to 
be  peaceable.  They  are  gathered  on  a  large 
reservation,  and  the  leaders  of  these  bands 
desire  to  maintain  peace  with  the  Govern- 
meut.  But  there  are  in  nearly  all  these  In- 
dian tribes  two  classes;  those  who  are  for 
peace,  and  the  young  braves,  who  are  for  war ; 
and  these  young  braves,  finding  that  they  are 
unable  to  gratify  their  desire  for  war  on  the 
reservation,  have  very  largely  gone  up  to  this 
Fort  Peck  region,  and  there  are  now  collected 
there  some  twelve  thousand  of  the  very  worst 
Indians  on  this  continent.  I  do  not  believe 
that  five  thousand  troops  can  do  anything 
whatever  with  them.  They  are  within  two 
days'  march  of  the  border.  Suppose  you  should 
overtake  them ;  you  have  a  little  skirmish 
with  them^  and  they  fly  across  the  border 


where  you  cannot  follow  them,  and  they  come 
back  again  and  make  their  attacks  upon  the 
people  of  Montana. 

Mr.  President,  thia  U  a  question  which  ap- 

Eeala  not  to  our  prejudice  against  or  for  the 
sdians,  but  to  our  sease  of  justice  in  protect- 
ing our  border  people.  The  people  of  Mon- 
tana ask  it.  The  peace  policy  which  has  been 
tried,  and  thus  far,  I  think,  proven  a  success, 
demands  that  we  make  the  experiment  here ; 
and  let  me  say  to  onr  friends  who  doubt  the 
peace  policy  that  there  is  not  on  this  conti- 
nent a  more  beaotifal  spot  to  try  it  than  with 
these  Teton  Sioox,  for  if  it  is  successful  there, 
itwillbea  successful  every  where  else  ;  for,  as  I 
said  a  moment  ago,  they  are  the  very  worst 
Indians  we  have.  The  alternatives  are  pre- 
sented to  as  either  to  feed  them  or  to  nght 
them.  I  am  ia  iavor  of  feeding  them,  because 
it  is  far  the  cheapest.  If  powder  and  lead 
could  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them  I  say 
here  I  would  infinitely  prefer  to  do  it;  and 
therefore  I  do  not  speak  out  of  any  affection 
for  this  class  of  Indians,  but  simply  through  a 
desire  to  protect  the  people  on  the  border 
until  such  time  as  we  can  carry  our  supplies 
and  munitions  of  war  there  and  punish  them 
as  they  deserve,  unices  the  peace  policy  does 
sacceed. 

Agent  Simmons,  whom  I  think  one  of  the 
most  worthy  Indian  agents  we  have,  has  been 
among  thase  Indians.  He  reports  that  the 
disposition  of  Black  Moon,  one  of  the  chiefs 
of  these  bands,  is  toward  peace ;  that  Sitting 
Bull,  who  is  the  successor  of  Red  Cloud,  is 
for  war,  but  is  disposed  to  listen  to  the  ad- 
vances that  are  made  from  the  peace  portion 
of  his  tribe.  I  do  hope,  Mr.  Fresident,  that 
for  the  sake  of  saving  $500,000  we  shall  not 
put  ourselves  in  a  position  to  spend  five  or 
six  millions,  as  we  did  in  1864  or  1865,  and 
leave  the  unprotected  borders  of  our  country 
exposed  to  the  devastations  of  these  savage 
tribes. 

Mr.  LOQAN.  I  rise  to  ask  a  qnestion  in 
regard  to  these  Teton  Sioux,  and  I  ask  it  not 
from  any  knowledge  of  my  own,  but  from  in- 
formation that  I  have  received.  Is  there  any 
such  tribe  as  the  Teton  Sioux? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  There  is  such  a  tribe  as 
the  Teton  Sioux,  so  named.  I  do  not  know 
whether  '* Teton''  is  the  proper  name;  but 
there  are  about  twelve  thousand  of  these  In- 
dians congregated  from  all  the  various  tribes 
of  Sioux  m  and  around  Fort  Peck.  Whether 
** Teton"  be  the  proper  name  or  not,  I  do 
not  know ;  and  I  think  the  Indians  will  not 
stand  upon  the  name. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  presume  that  is  true,  and 
for  the  purposes  of  the  appropriation  it  may 
possibly  make  no  difference.  I  understand 
that  this  is  a  proposition  to  appropriate  money 
for  the  benefit  ox  '*  the  Teton  Sioux  and  other 
tribes."  What  other  tribes?  Other  tribes 
of  the  Teton  Sioux? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  correct  the  Senator  from 
Illinois.  This  is  specifically  for  the  Teton 
Sioux ;  but  there  are  other  appropriations  for 
'*theSioaxof  the  different  tnbes,"  and  for 
the  Sisseton  and  Wahpeton  Sioux,  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  a  very  large  aggregate. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  This  is  for  the  Teton  and 
other  bands  of  Sioux  that  are  at  this  particular 
place  in  Montana  named  in  the  clause. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Now  let  me  make  a  state- 
ment, and  then  the  Senate  can  see  whether 
the  language  here  used  is  proper,  and  whether 
this  appropriation  can  be  properly  applied. 
As  I  understand  it,«the  Sioux  Indians  were 
heretofore  divided;  five  tribes  of  the  Sioux 
remain  on  the  east  side  of  the  Missouri  river, 
and  six  tribes  on  the  west  side.  The  tribes 
on  the  west  side  are  culled  the  Teton  Sioux. 
The  name  is  not  applicable  to  a  tribe,  but  to 
the  whole  Sioux  Indians  of  different  tribes, 
and  they  were  so  named  from  the  difference 
in  dealing  with  the  six  tribes  and  the  five  tribes. 
The  five  tribes  are  called  the  Santon,  or  some 


such  name  as  that,  and  the  others  the  Tetons. 
This  appropriation  made  to  the  Teton  Sioux 
is  an  appropriation  made  to  some  six  different 
tribes.  There  is,  I  understand,  no  such  tribe 
at  all  as  the  Teton  Sioux.  My  information  is 
from  a  man  who  is  well  acquainted  with  these 
Indiaos,  and  a  man  who  has  lived  among  them 
for  a  great  many  years* 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Allow  me  to  suggest,  then, 
that  the  Senator  move  to  strike  out  ^*  Teton," 
and  simply  provide  for  Sioux  in  Montana. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  No.  I  was  merely  stating 
this  in  order  to  learn  whether  the  committee 
were  acting  upon  such  information  in  refer- 
ence to  theae  Indians  as  would  warrant  an 
appropriation  of  this  kind.  I  must  confess 
that  I  have  not  information  in  reference  to  it 
myself;  but  I  know  that  when  the  term  ^^  Teton 
Sioux"  was  read  the  other  day  as  applicable 
to  the  tribe,  though  I  said  nothing,  I  was  of 
the  opinion  then  that  it  was  a  misapplication 
of  the  term.  I  afterward  went  to  inquire, 
because  I  had  a  faint  recollection  in  reference 
to  it  that  led  me  to  make  inquiry.  I  did  not 
believe  there  was  such  a  tribe,  and  I  find  that 
there  is  no  such  a  tribe,  but  the  name  is  appli- 
cable to  six  tribes. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
that  I  made  the  inquiry  to-day  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Indian  Affairs  whether  this  was  a 
proper  description  of  these  Indians,  and  he 
understands  it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  would  not  be  governed 
very  much  by  that,  for  I  do  not  know  that  his 
information  is  much  better  than  that  of  any- 
body else  in  view  of  the  short  time  he  has 
been  connected  with  the  Indian  service.  I 
venture  the  assertion  that  the  Commissioner 
cannot  find  the  name  ^^  Teton  Sioux"  to  a  sol- 
itary tribe  in  any  history  of  the  Indians  or  in 
any  record  of  his  department. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  The  superintendent  of  Mon- 
tana, Mr.  Viall,  calls  them  '^  Teton  Sioux." 
The  agent,  Mr.  Simmons,  of  whom  the  Sen- 
ator from  Minnesota  has  spoken,  calls  them 
**  Oncpapa  or  Teton  Sioux." 

Mr.  LOGAN.  It  may  be  that  there  the 
word  **  Teton  "  applies  to  different  tribes  ;  but 
to  no  single  tribe.  It  is  a  word  made  on  ac- 
count of  the  name  of  a  certain  laud  or  terri- 
tory, and  it  is  pronounced  differently  by  the 
different  tribes,  and  they  have  used  the  word 
as  applicable  to  the  different  tribes,  but  to  no 
particular  tribe.  1  do  not  know  anything  about 
the  appropriation,  whether  it  is  right  or  wrong; 
but  until  it  is  more  specific,  and  made  so  that 
it  can  be  used  properly,  1  shall  certainly  oppose 
it,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  from  the  informa- 
tion I  have  had,  because  if  you  are  going  to 
civilize  this  tribe  with  $500,000,  you  should 
make  it  applicable  to  somebody  that  wants 
civilization — somebody  that  needs  it.  Now, 
as  I  understand,  it  is  not  applicable  to  Ked 
Cloud,  inasmuch  as  he  is  not  within  this  ter- 
ritonr.  This,  I  understand,  is  applicable  to 
the  Indinns  within  the  Territory  of  Montana. 
He  is  outside,  although  he  governs  a  very  large 
number  of  Sioux  Indians,  and  they  are  divided 
up  into  different  tribes. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  that  it  applies  to  the  bands  led 
b^  Black  Moon  and  Sitting  Bull.  They  need 
civilization  about  as  much  as  anybody. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  do  not  doubt  that.  It 
applies  to  thoBO  in  Montana;  it  applies  to 
those  living  within  a  certain  limit.  It  does 
not  apply  to  all  the  Sioux.  Why  not  apply 
to  all,  as  they  are  all  alike  in  needing  civiliza- 
tion very  much  ?  At  least  1  heard  a  story  that 
I  may  relate  here  in  reference  to  a  portion  of 
these  Indians,  those  under  Ked  Cloud.  You 
have  been  civilizing  them  for  a  few  years  past, 
I  believe,  and  last  year  under  one  of  the  appro- 
pi  iatiuns  you  undertook  to  teach  them  some- 
thing about  culinary  matters.  So  a  great  many 
camp- kettles  were  taken  out  to  Red  Cloud's 
agency,  several  hundred,  and  distributed  among 
the  Indians.  The  Indians  did  not  know  what  to 
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do  with  ihem.  Thpy  are  ased  in  the  Army  for 
cooking  beans,  pork,  and  everything  the  sol- 
diers want  to  ent;  but  the  Indians  did  not  under- 
stand what  to  do  with  them  ;  so  when  they  were 
distributed  they  concluded  that  they  were 
given  for  drums.  They  knocked  the  bottoms 
out  and  put  in  skins  to  make  drums.  [Laugh- 
ter.] if  that  is  the  wsy  you  are  going  to 
civilize  them  with  your  $500,000, 1  am  opposed 
to  the  appropriation.  This  statement  1  have 
no  doubt  is  true,  because  it  was  given  to  me 
by  a  man  who  has  lived  right  there  at  the 
station  a  number  of  years,  has  been  a  trader 
there,  and  was  an  eye-witness  to  it  himself. 
He  saw  them  knock  the  bottoms  out  of  the  ket- 
tles and  put  skins  over  them  to  make  drums  of. 
If  that  is  the  kind  of  civilization  you  are  going 
to  effect  by  distributing  this  money,  I  do  not 
think  you  are  going  the  right  way  about  it. 
Tlierefore  1  shall  oppose  an  appropriation  of 
as  general  a  character  as  this,  applicable  to 
the  Teton  Sioux,  when  you  do  not  know  what 
Sioux  it  means,  what  particular  tribe  of  peo* 
pie ;  so  that  it  may  be  used  with  one  tribe,  or 
It  may  be  used  with  five  tribes,  or  more.  I 
think  you  ought  to  make  the  appropriation  so 
that  it  would  at  least  restrict  somebody  that 
will  have  the  management  of  it  in  its  applica- 
tion. 

Mr.  SA.WYER.  I  wish  only  to  make  a 
single  remark,  and  that  is  that  the  appro- 
priation is  defined  as  made  for  the  Teton 
Sioux  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Peck.  It 
is  well  understood  in  the  Indian  Office  ex- 
actly what  Indians  are  meant  by  this  denom- 
ination of  Teton  Sioux.  The  appropriation 
is  limited  in  the  bill  to  the  Sioux  of  that 
particular  place,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort 
Peck.  The  reports  of  the  Indian  agent  and 
superintendent,  and  of  the  officers  of  the 
Army  in  reference  to  them,  all  point  dis- 
tinctly to  the  particular  Indians  that  are 
meant.  There  is  no  possibility  of  a  misun- 
derstanding as  to  what  particular  bands  this 
appropriation  is  made  for,  because  the  whole 
hinuiry  of  the  appropriation,  as  well  as  the 
terms  in  which  it  is  made,  makes  it  sufficiently 
definite  for  whom  it  is  intended,  and  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  is  intended. 

i  will  say,  further,  that  General  Hancock 
and  General  Sheridan  have  both  recommended 
that  an  appropriation  should  be  made  for  this 
specific  purpose,  in  the  strongest  terms,  and 
any  one  who  will  read  the  report,  a  carefully 
written  and  evidently  judicious  report,  made 
by  Mr.  Simmons,  the  agent  at  the  Milk  River 
agency,  can  have  but  one  opinion  about  this 
matter,  and  that  is  that  we  must  make  a  large 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  indicated  in  this 
itttin. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  am  very  unwilling  to 
detain  the  Senate  a  moment  longer  on  this 
subject,  but  it  is  one  that  I  deem  of  very  great 
importance.  It  was  stated  the  other  day  that 
a  very  large  amount  had  been  appropriated 
for  these  bands  of  Sioux.  That  is  very  true. 
Under  the  treaty  of  April  29,  1868,  we  are 
compelled  to  appropriate  $1,314,000. 

Mr.  COLE,     is  that  a  treaty  at  all? 

Mr.  WINDOM.     It  is  a  treaty. 

Mr.  COLE.     In  1868? 

Mr.  WiNDOM.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  COLE.     Not,  as  I  understand. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  under8tand  it  was  a  treaty 
ratified  by  the  Senate  as  such.  Then  there  is 
another  appropriation  to  which  we  were  re- 
ferred the  other  day  for  the  Sioux  of  the  Milk 
River  reservation.  Now,  unless  Senators  will 
examine  the  map  and  ascertain  where  these 
Indians  are  located,  there  may  be  some  con- 
fusion. Those  for  whom  the  large  appropria- 
tion U  made,  are,  a  part  of  them,  in  Dakota 
and  a  part  in  Nebraska.  The  Sioux  on  Milk 
River  reservation, for  which  $150,000  are  appro- 
priuitd,  are  about  three  hundred  miles  below 
Furt  Benton;  and  the  Teton  Sioux,  about 
which  my  friend  from  Illinois  seems  to  be  so 
tloubtful,  are  located  at  Fort  Peck,  or  near 


there,  about  three  hundred  miles  further  down 
the  Missouri  river,  below  the  location  of  the 
Sioux  on  the  Milk  River  reservation. 

Ihe  Indians  dn  the  Milk  River  reservation 
are  disposed  to  be  friendly.  We  have  fed  them 
for  two  or  three  years,  and  it  was  through  their 
mediation  that  Agent  Simmons  was  recently 
enabled  to  visit  the  warlike  Sioux  near  Fort 
Peck.  To  state  a  little  more  distinctly  than  I 
did  a  moment  ago  the  condition  of  these  twelve 
thousand  Indians,  Black  Moon  and  Sitting 
Bull  are  the  leading  chiefs.  Black  Moon  heads 
the  peace  party.  He  desires  peace,  he  desires 
that  the  Indians  shall  be  fed  in  order  that  he 
may  be  strengthened  with  his  own  band  and 
overcome  the  influ^^nce  which  is  exercised  by 
the  warlike  chief,  Sitting  Bull.  The  Indians 
from  the  Milk  River  reservation  havegone  down 
there  with  our  agent,  and  negotiations  are  now 
pending  between  them,  and  I  have  little 
doubt,  bad  as  these  Indians  are,  that  if  we 
appropriate  this  money  we  may  avoid  a  war 
with  them. 

To  give  a  little  more  fully  than  I  did  a  moment 
ago  our  war  expenses  when  we  were  fighting 
Indians  instead  of  feedine  them,  let  me  men- 
tion that  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  letter  dated 
December  30,  1866,  stated  that  the  attempt  to 
suppress  Indian  hostilities  in  1864  and  1865, 
cost  $80,630,942  93;  thirty  millions  for  Indian 
wars  in  two  years  1  I  do  not  desire  to  repeat 
the  experiment  if  by  feeding  them  we  can  have 
peace. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  make 
a  single  observation  in  reference  to  the  remarks 
that  tell  from  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
L06A.N.]  Unquestionably  he  is  right  about 
these  Sioux ;  it  is  pretty  difficult  to  tell  pre- 
cisely what  particular  bands  or  what  particular 
tribes  or  subdivisions  of  tribes  are  included  in 
this  general  name  ** Teton  Sioux;"  but  this 
general  fact  I  know,  that  a  very  lar^e  body  of 
Indians  in  that  region  of  country,  in  Dakota 
and  Montana,  are  included  in  the  general 
name  of  Sioux  Indians.  My  honorable  friend 
will  remember  that  two  years  ago  we  were  just 
upon  the  verge,  as  everybody  supposed,  and 
as  certainly  the  military  authorities  believed, 
of  having  ageneral  war  with  the  Sioux  Indians. 
The  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Army  went 
directly  to  Cheyenne  and  collected  his  forces 
there.  It  was  said  that  we  certainly  should 
have  a  general  Indian  war,  and  it  was  regarded 
as  necessary  to  assemble  pretty  much  the  en- 
tire military  force  of  the  Government  to  meet 
Red  Gioud,  who  was  then  a  name  of  terror  to 
the  border.  It  will  be  remembered  that  we 
made  a  large  appropriation  to  meet  that  emer- 
gency. We  had  no  relations  then,  except  of  a 
general  character,  with  these  Indians.  That 
succeeded ;  we  have  had  no  difficulty  with  that 
portion  of  the  Sioux  since. 

These  disaffected  Sioux,  with  wl\pm  we  have 
had  no  treaty  relations  whatever,  are  now 
gathering  in  hostile  array  in  Montana.  The 
military  authorities  recommend  this,  and 
believe  that  the  same  result  can  be  accom- 
plished, if  you  make  this  appropriation,  that 
was  accomplished  two  years  ago,  and  avert  war 
and  avert  the  expenditures  that  are  incident 
to  war.  I  think  myself  we  had  better  try  the 
experiment. 

While  I  am  up  I  will  make  one  single 
observation,  in  reply  to  my  honorable  friend 
from  Iowa,  ||Mr.  Wright.]  This  clause  does 
not  appropriate  $600,000  to  be  expended  abso- 
lutely, but  so  much  thereof  as  the  President 
and  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  find  it 
necessary  to  expend.  I  think  with  that  limit- 
ation we  may  have  confidence  that  those  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  subject  will  be  prudent,  and 
that  we  may  hope  to  avert  war. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  1  wish  to  say,  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  that  I  have  found  the  treaty 
to  which  I  referred,  and  he  will  fiud  it  on 
the  six  hundred  and  thirteenth  page  of  the 
fifteenth  volume  of  the  statutes. 


Mr.  COLE.  I  have  found  it  myself  sinee  I 
was  op. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  Having  moved  this  amead- 
ment,  I  desire  to  say  but  one  word,  and  thea 
I  have  done.  In  answer  to  the  saggestioo  ot 
the  Senator  from  Maine,  that  thin  clause  does 
not  appropriate  absolutely  $500,000,  but  only 
so  much  thereof  as  may  be  neceafary,  uader 
the  supervision  of  the  President,  1  have  to  saj 
that  I  doubt  whether  it  will  be  found  at  any 
time  where  an  appropriation  has  been  made 
of  this  character  that  it  haa  not  all  b^en  ex* 
pended  ;  and  when  you  say  **  $600,000,  or  so 
much  thereof  a?  may  be  necessary/'  1  aoder- 
stand  it  to  mean  in  substance  and  eflVet  that  we 
have  appropriated  that  much,  and  it  is  gone.  I 
have  not  at  any  time  suggested  nor  propos«^  vhax 
there  should  not  be  an  appropriation  for  this 
purpose,  but  I  have  maintained  that  $200,008 
under  all  the  circumstances  was  sufficient. 

I  think  that  if  we  would  look  more  to  curtail- 
ing expenses  and  seeing  where  the  mooej 
goes  ottener  than  we  do,  it  would  be  better  ht 
us.  When  the  Senate  is  asked  to  appropnste 
$500,000  to  be  expended  upon  twelve  iboa- 
sand  Indians,  with  whom  we  have  had  do 
treaty  stipulations,  and  when  there  is  notbisf 
to  satisfy  me  that  there  is  any  such  dai}g«*r  aa 
other  persons  seem  to  apprehend,  and  wht-a  I 
believe  that  $200,000  will  accomplish  every 
purpose,  and  when  I  have  no  wish,  on  eank 
that  anything  shall  be  done  to  invite  hostiliiica 
with  these  Indians,  and  when  I  believe,  a&  I 
have  stated  here,  that  at  the  end  of.  the  year 
•you  will  have  as  much  pence  and  quiet  witu 
these  Indians  with  $200,000  as  you  will  viUi 
$500,000,  and  when  I  believe  thi^t  if  we  ap- 
propriate these  $500,000  speculators  and 
traaers  will  get  more  of  it  than  the  Indians,  I 
iusist  on  my  amendment. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  simply  wish  to  say  one 
word  in  vindication  of  this  ancient  designatioa 
of  the  Sioux  Indians,  Teton.  It  is  as  old.  tue 
Senator  from  Illinois  will  find,  as  any  of  o«r 
Indian  treaties  with  the  Sioux.  The  Teio& 
Sioux  were  known  to  the  earlieai  French 
voyageurs  and  missionaries  who  came  into  ihd 
Norttiwest,  and  from  those  earliest  days  the 
far  western  Sioux  west  of  the  Minnesota  river 
were  designated  as  Teton  Sioux ;  they  amoof 
themselves  described  themselves  as  tfae^evea*^ 
great  council  fire;  and  those  living  east  of  the 
Minnesota  river  were  always  called,  and  are 
still  called,  San  tee  Sioux.  These  were  the  four 
bands  that  occupied  the  country  we  now  call 
Minnesota — the  Wahpaketon,  the  Medawakac- 
-tons,  the  Sissetons,  and  the  Wah  petons.  The^a 
are  pretty  hard  names ;  but  among  themselves, 
among  those  who  live  in  the  country,  thry 
knew  very  well  their  significance.  Many  of 
these  Indians  were  in  the  habit  of  annuallj 
visiting  their  friends  on  the  Missouri  river, 
where  they  have  a  dialect  somewhat  peealiAr; 
1  believe  the  r  does  not  occur  at  all  in  their 
language;  but  they  use  the  I  in  lien  of  it. 
The  Indians  of  the  Mississippi  were  Sao- 
tee  Sioux,  and  immediately  we^t  of  them,  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  Territory  of  Dakou 
now,  were  the  Yanktons;  and  northeast  o{ 
them,  but  still  east  of  the  Missouri  river,  were 
the  Yanctonuais.  All  these  names  occaraod 
reoccur  in  our  treaties  with  these  Indiana 
West  of  the  Missouri  river  were  the  Teioas. 
They  were  subdivided — and' they  understood 
that  subdivision  very  well  themselves,  and 
referred  to  it  frequently — into  some  seven  SQt>- 
bands  again.  Tbey  were  the  Ogallallas,  the 
Sans  Arcs,  and  the  Black  Feet  band  of  th^* 
Teton  Sioux,  &c.  The  Sioux  have  usually 
been  estimated  at  twenty-five  thousand  iu  num- 
ber, and  one  half  of  them  Tetous. 

Mr.  POMERUY.  If  this  was  a  questiou 
between  voting  $200,000  and  $500,000 merely. 
I  would  rather  vote  for  $200,000.  1  would 
rather  BU6t<iin  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa,  if  I  thought  that  was  all  thai  was 
involved ;  but  I  am  obliged  to  take  the  advics 
of  those  who  have  the  responsibility  of  thij 
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service  upon  them.  If  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
haa  better  iDformation  than  the  committee,  or 
better  than  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  AffHirs,  I  am 
ready  to  follow  him  with  great  pleasure;  bui 
as  it  is,  I  have  to  vote  on  the  recommendation 
of  those  who  have  this  responsibility.  1  am 
not  on  any  committee  that  is  charged  with  it. 
I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  case  myself, 
because  I  have  not  investigated  it.  If  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  has  information  himself 
that  will  justify  us  in  voting  $200,000  instead 
of  $600,000|  i  want  that  information.  I  do 
not  want  to  vote  in  the  dark  about  it.  I  prefer 
$200,000  to  $500,000,  of  course,  if  that  will 
do;  but  I  would  not  run  the  tisk  of  a  war  for 
$300,000.  1  would  not  run  the  risk  of  doing 
anything  which  ooeht  not  'to  be  done.  There 
18  not  enough  in  $300,000  to  run  that  risk,  and 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  I  am  told,  has 
recommendt'd  the  $600,000.     is  that  so? 

Mr.  COLE.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  committee  who  have 
it  in  charge  have  recommended  that.  I  cannot 
myself  go  behind  that  recommendation  unless 
the  Senator  from  Iowa  has  different  inform- 
ation. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  trom 
Iowa. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered ;  and  being  taken,  re- 
sulted— ^yeas  18,  nays  22;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Meurs.  Alcorn,  Blair,  Ca^serly,  Cooper, 
Ferry  of  Miohigan.  llauiltoa  of  Ttixan,  Uamlio. 
Hitchcock,  Lewi-,  Losao.  Nye.  Oaboro.  Saalsbury, 
Schun(.Stooktoa. Tipton, Trauibull,  and  Wright— 18. 

NAYS  — MeurM.BttokiDffbam.  Caldwell.  Clayton. 
Cole,  Corbett^  Cragin.  Kdwunds^  Frelingbayaeo, 
Harlan.  Uill,  KeUogg,  Kelly,  Murnll  of  Maine,  Nor- 
wood. Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Sawyer  Scott,  Spencer, 
Stevenson.  West,  andWindom-':^. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,  Aoibony,  Bayard.  Bore- 
man.  Brownlow,  Cameron,  Carpenter.  Chandler, 
Conkling,  Davis  of  Keiiiucky.  Davis  of  West  Vir- 

SiDia,  Fenton.  Ferry  of  Cunneoticut.  Flanagan,  Glil- 
ert,  Goldtbwsite,  Hamilton  of  Maryland..  Howe, 
Johnston,  Morrill  of  Veruont,  Morton,  Pool,  Fratt, 
Ramsey,  Rice.  Robertson.  Sherman,  Snrague,  Stew- 
art, Samner,  Thurman,  Yickers.  and  Wilson— 33. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  offer  the  follow- 
ing amendment: 

After  line  twelve  hundred  and  seventy -seven  in- 
sert: 

And  families  of  Santee  Dakota  Sioux  who  have 
taken  homesieads  at  or  near  Landrau.  in  Dakota 
Territory. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  is  merely  in  the  heading 
of  the  paragraph  7 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.    Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  COLE.     I  have  no  objection. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CORBEIT.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment which  was  offert* d  the  other  day.  I  under 
stood  it  was  adopted,  but  I  tind  on  exam- 
ination that  it  was  not  adopted.  It  is  to 
strike  out  from  line  seventeen  hundred  and 
nine  to  seventeen  hundred  and  twenty-five, 
inclusive,  and  insert  the  matter  I  send  to  the 
Chair,  which  has  been  amended  to  meet  some 
objections  then  made.  1  be  simple  provision 
of  this  amendmcLt  is  to  allow  twenty  per  cent. 
of  the  money  appropriated  in  this  appropri- 
ation bill  to  be  nped  for  the  purchase  of  stock 
for  the  Indians,  where  they  may  so  elect,  with 
any  tribes  with  whom  there  are  no  treaty  stipu- 
lations.    That  is  the  substance  of  it. 

The  matter  proposed  to  be  inserted  was  read, 
as  follows : 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior to  makeenreful  inquiry  into  the  condition  in 
p^intof  civilisAtion  of  tue several  tribes  mentioned 
in  this  act:  Hud  wbenever  he  sbali  be  satisfied  thut 
any  tribe  with  whom  there  are  no  treaty  stipulations 
bus  become  sufficiently  civiHs<*d  to  take  care  of  the 
same,  he  shall,  provided  said  Indians  shall  so  elect, 
cause  such  an  amount,  not  ezceodini^  twenty  per 
cent,  of  the  several  appropriations  herein,  as  be  may 
dpcm  proper,  to  be  expended  in  the  purchase  of 
stock,  cattle  or  sheep,  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  several 
tribes.  Stiid  cattle  or  sheep  shall  bo  turned  over  to 
tbe  chiefs  and  head-men  of  the  several  tribes  for 
distribution  among  said  tribes,  and  the  same  shall 


be  under  the  exclusive  care  and  control  of  the  In- 
dians to  whom  they  may  be  distributed  respectively. 
The  {Secretary  shall  report  thereon  in  detail  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  showing  his  action  under 
the  provi:«ions  of  this  section,  and  the  progress  of 
such  tribes  respectively  toward  civilisation,  with 
rooommendations  for  such  future  aid  by  furnishing 
animals  and  utensils  for  grating  and  farming  as  may 
appear  useful. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  inquire  whether  that 
is  the  recommendation  of  the  department; 
and  if  so.  where  it  is? 

Mr.  COUBBTT.  This  is  recommended  by 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  It  requires 
no  appropriation,  and  has  been  amended  so 
that  It  will  not  apply  to  any  Indians  with  whom 
there  are  treaty  stipulations.  It  has  not  been 
recommended  by  the  department  that  1  know 
of,  but  is  recommended  by  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  in  consequence  of  an  examina- 
tion of  this  question  and  representations  that 
have  been  made  to  the  committee.  On  a  full 
bearing  of  the  case,  they  determined  to  offer 
this  amendment,  believing  that  it  will  be  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  uncivilized  Indians, 
those  that  are  now  being  settled  and  making 
some  progress  toward  civilization.  One  of  the 
first  steps  is  to  provide  them  with  cattle  and 
such  stock  as  tney  may  elect.  We  believe 
that  that  will  be  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  and  therefore  we  offer  the 
amendmpnt. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations has  not  been  nnmindful  of  its 
duty  in  considering  this  Indian  bill  on  every 
one  of  these  topicH.  We  have  not  only  had 
tbe  reports  of  the  Department  covering  all  its 
IndiHn  transactions,  but  we  have  had  long  and 
careful  consulrations  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Af- 
fairs upon  all  these  topics,  and  no  such  propo- 
sition as  this,  respecting  these  uncivilized  and 
untreated- with  Indians  whom  we  are  now  try- 
ing within  a  year  or  two  lt^bring  into  civiliza- 
tion, has  been  hinted  to  us  by  the  gentlemen 
whom  we  have  had  before  us ;  and  we  have 
endeavored,  as  I  say,  to  be  exhaustive  in  doing 
our  duty  to  the  Senate  in  scrutinizing  the  dis- 
position of  the  money  which  is  appropriated 
for  this  service.  Tbe  obvious  objection  to  pro- 
viding cattle  and  stock  and  so  on  for  these 
uncivilized  Indians,  as  my  friend  from  Oregon 
very  properly  characterizes  them,  whom  we 
are  now  just  bringing  in  from  the  chase,  and 
getting  so  that  they  will  stay  in  one  place  for 
a  little  while,  and  who  have  no  knowledge 
themselves  yet  of  the  arts  of  civilization,  is 
that  to  turn  over  to  them  anything  that  they 
can  kill  and  eat  will  be  merely  providing  beef 
and  mutton  for  the  Indians  instead  of  pro- 
viding solid  beef  and  solid  pork  for  their  pabo: 
lum,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  you  will  not 
see  a  sheep  or  an  ox  or  a  cow  left  with  any  of 
the  sort  of  Indians  to  whom  this  applies. 

The  answer  may  be,  '*  Very  well,  they  are 
fed  so  far.*'  So  they  are ;  but  it  costs  five  or 
six  limes  as  much  at  least,  I  think,  to  provide 
fresh  beef  and  fresh  mutton  to  feed  them  than 
it  does  to  provide  for  them  in  the  ordinary 
way  of  solid  hard  food,  such  as  we  give  the 
soldiers  and  sailors  in  the  service  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

1  submit,  therefore,  to  my  friend  from  Ore- 
gon and  to  the  Senate  that  it  would  be  alto- 
gether unwise  and  a  waste  of  public  money  to 
start  so  soon  without  a  careiul  investigation 
by  the  Department  and  of  each  tribe  by  itself 
who  may  be  covered  by  this  amendment  to 
see  when  they  have  reached  a  point  where 
they  can  be  safely  trusted  with  carrying  on  the 
arts  of  husbandry  in  the  way  this  amendment 
proposes.  It  is,  therefore,  altogether  prema- 
ture, and  I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
withdraw  that  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  ED.M  UNDS.  We  have  had  one  speech 
on  each  side,  and  I  only  made  the  motion 
with  a  view  to  get  on  with  the  bill.  If,  how< 
ever,  my  friend  insists 


Mr.  CORBETT.  I  would  like  to  state  to 
the  Senate 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  well;  I  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Affairs  was  present  when  this  amend- 
ment was  offered  before,  and  there  was  then 
an  objection  urged  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, who  is  now  absent,  [Mr.  Morrill,] 
that  it  applied  to  any  Indians,  including  these 
with  whom  there  are  treaty  stipulations.  I 
have  now  changed  it  to  apply  to  those  with 
whom  there  are  no  treaty  stipulations  and 
to  whom  we  can  apply  it  without  any  vio- 
lation of  law.  If  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Edmunds]  had  had  as  mnch  experience 
and  seen  as  many  of  these  Indians  as  I  have 
on  the  frontier,  where  they  husband  their 
stock,  where  they  take  care  of  their  stock, 
where  they  are  opposed  to  killing  their  stock, 
and  where  they  take  greater  care  of  their  stock 
than  they  do  of  their  children  almost,  he 
would  not  oppose  this  amendment.  There  is 
nothing  that  the  Indians  set  so  great  a  store 
by  as  t  heir  cattle  and  their  horses.  They  will 
not  kill  their  cattle  and  ponies,  and  will  not 
dispose  of  their  stock  unless  they  are  obliged 
to  do  so.  It  is  the  last  thing  they  will  dis- 
pose of. 

1  believe  that  this  will  tend  to  civilize  the 
Indian  by  giving  him  slock  that  he  may  enter 
into  pastoral  pursuits  before  he  can  commence 
agricuhural  pursuits,  that  the  first  step  toward 
his  civilization  is  to  induce  him  to  take  care 
of  flocks  that  they  may  be  husbanded  and 
increased,  that  he  may  make  some  progress 
toward  this  state  of  civilization.  I  believe 
there  is  nothing  that  has  been  done  heretofore 
which  will  so  (greatly  tend  to  that  desirable 
result  as  a  provision  of  this  kind.  An  appro- 
priation 01  this  amount  of  money  for  these 
Indians,  I  believe,  will  tend  to  prevent  them 
from  committing  hostilities.  If  they  have 
stock  they  are  fearful  that  in  case  they  enter 
into  war  their  stock  will  be  driven  away  and 
taken  from  them,  and  that  is  one  of  the  great- 
est preventives  sgainst  their  entering  into  war. 
I  know  that  has  been  so  in  our  State  hereto- 
fore. When  we  have  taken  their  stock  and 
driven  it  away  there  is  nothing  that  has  crip- 
pled the  Indians  so  much.  There  is  nothing 
that  will  tend  so  much  to  prevent  their  enter- 
ing into  war  as  the  fact  that  they  have  stock, 
and  the  dread  that  by  war  they  will  lose  it. 
For  that  reason  I  believe  this  is  a  wise  pro- 
vision. I  have  no  interest  in  it  more  than  any 
other  Senator  on  this  floor. '  It  was  not  origin- 
ated by  me,  but  was  presented  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs.  It  commends  itself 
to  my  judgment,  and  I  urge  its  adoption. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  hope  the  Senator  t'rom 
Oregon  did  not  suppose  that  1  thought  he  was 
the  proprietor  of  the  beef  and  the  inutUmthat 
was  to  be  sold  to  these  Indians,  and  that  he 
therefore  had  an  interest  in  it.  By  no  means. 
But  here  is  just  the  point;  and  I  will  not  take 
a  minute  of  the  time  of  the  Senate:  the  bill, 
as  the  committee  have  reported  it,  provides 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall  obtain 
information  upon  these  points  and  report  to 
Congress  at  the  next  session,  showing  us  what 
Indians  may  be  thus  far  advanced  in  provid- 
ing for  them  stock,  as  it  is  called.  Now  it  is 
April.  This  bill  does  not  go  into  effect  until 
the  Ist  of  July.  Then  alter  that,  before  this 
can  be  carried  into-  operation,  it  will  be  fall, 
and  you  are  to  turn  this  stock  on  the  Indians 
in  the  fall  to  have  it  wintered.  If  my  friend 
can  possess  his  soul  in  patience  until  we  can 
have  an  examination  this  summer  and  s  re- 
port at  the  short  session  when  we  can  pass  the 
bill  in  the  winter,  and  provide  that  in  the 
spring,  in  case  it  be  recommended  by  the  Sec- 
retary on  examination,  we  may  enter  into  this 
stock  business,  I  am  stire  he  ought  to  be  satis- 
fied. We  are  leaping  before  we  come  to  the 
stile.  I  renew  my  motion  to  lay  the  amend- 
ment on  the  table. 
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The  question  being  put,  there  were — ayes 
21,  noes  14. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  there  ooght  to  be 
a  quorum  before  we  proceed  further. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  It  is  too 
late  for  objection. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Chair  should  an- 
nounce that  a  quorum  is  present^  so  that  the 
record  will  show  that  we  are  doing  business 
with  a  qnoram ;  but  the  count  shows  that  we 
have  not  a  quorum.  We  cannot  proceed  un- 
less by  some  means  we  ascertain  uiat  we  have 
a  quorum. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  there  is  a  quorum 
in  and  around  the  Chamber. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understood  that  Senators  in  the  minority  sat 
down  before  the  count  was  concluded,  the 
opposition  not  being  persisted  in.  The  Chair 
will  again  call  for  the  vote  on  this  question. 

The  question  being  again  put,  there  were, 
on  a  division — ayes  25,  noes  18. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LEWIS.  I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  COLE.  We  can  get  through  with  the 
bill  in  a  little  while. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  LEWIS.     I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  offer  the  following 
amendment,  to  be  added  as  a  new  section : 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  to  prepare  and  oause  to  be  published  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  he  may  deem  necessary 
or  proper,  prescribing  the  manuer  of  presentinff 
claims  for  compeusation  for  depredations  committed 
by  the  Indians,  and  the  degree  and  character  of  the 
evidence  necessary  to  support  such  claims.  He  shall 
carefully  investigate  all  such  claims  as  may  be  pre- 
sented, subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations  prepared 
by  him,  and  report  to  Congress,  at  each  session 
thereof,  the  nature,  character,  and  amount  of  such 
claims,  whether  allowed  by  him  or  not,  and  the 
evidence  upon  which  his  action  was  based. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  do  not  think 
we  need  to  afford  any  facilities  to  have  more 
claims  brought  against  the  Government.  There 
are  already  one  or  two  statutes  covering  that 
subject.  This  inviting  claims  to  be  presented 
to  the  General  Government  by  reason  of  dep- 
redations committed  by  Indians  I  think  is  a 
very  poor  policy  for  this  Government  to  adopt. 
I  move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  hope  the  Senator 
will  not  insist  upon  that  motion, 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  withdraw  it 
if  the  Senator  wishes  to  be  heard. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  Mr,  President,  I  am 
well  aware  that  the  popular  sentiment  preva- 
lent in  this  country,  certainly  in  the  eastern 
portions,  is  that  oi  admiration  for  the  char- 
acter and  sympathy  for  the  sufferings  and 
wrongs  of  the  Indians.  With  that  sentiment  I 
have  no  desire  to  antagonize.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  it  is  honestly  entertained,  and  no  doubt 
that  it  springs  from  some  of  the  tenderest  and 
best  feelings  of  the  human  heart.  But,  sir,  I 
lave  noticed  one  remarkable  fact,  that  it  in- 
creases in  intensity  in  exact  proportion  as  the 
distance  of  the  residence  of  the  person  enter- 
taining it  is  between  that  person  and  the  In- 
dian. In  the  precise  ratio  of  the  distance 
between  the  person  entertaining  that  senti- 
ment and  the  Indian  toward  whom  it  is  enter- 
tained, that  sentiment  increases  in  intensity. 

Now,  sir,  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
says  that  he  sees  no  reason  why  claims 
against  this  Government  should  be  invited. 
That  is  exactly  true.  The  gentleman  down 
in  New  Jersey  does  see  no  reason  why  claims 
should  be  invited  against  the  Government; 
but  we  who  live  in  the  neighborhood  of 
these  Itidians  see  reasons,  we  feel  reasons 
why  claims  should  be  paia  by  this  Govern- 
ment. We  feel  those  reasons  keenly ;  and 
wt;  feel  another  thing,  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  a  Congress  of  white  men,  have 
so  changed  the  statute-book  that  to-day  no 
claim  against  Indians  can  be  enforced  unless 
it  comes  here  separately,  each  claim  on  its 


individual  merits,  and  asks  Congress  to  pass 
upon  that  claim.  Every  Senator  in  this  Con- 
|rres8  knows  that  that  is  ]}ractically,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  a  denial  of  justice. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senator  to  the  fact  that  a  very  large  number 
of  claims  have  been  passed  to-day  without  any 
debate,  and  there  can  be  no  sort  of  difficulty. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  should  like  to  in- 
quire of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Califor- 
nia how  many  of  those  claims  were  for  Indian 
depredations?  Will  the  gentleman  please  an- 
swer that  question  ? 

Mr.  COLE.     I  cannot  tell. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  Does  he  not  know  that 
not  one  of  them  was  7 

Mr.  COLE.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  He  does  not  know  that 
fact.  I  will  refer  the  honorable  Senator  to 
the  records.  I  refer  the  honorable  Senator  to 
the  records  of  this  Congress,  and  the  past 
Congress,  and  of  any  other  Congress  for  the 
last  five  years,  since  the  remarkably  benevo- 
lent sentiment  has  become  dominant  in  this 
body.  It  is  a  fact  that  no  such  claim,  so  far 
as  I  know,  has  been  paid  or  passed  by  this 
Congress  or  the  preceding  Congress. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  did  not  expect  and 
did  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  this  body 
at  this  late  hour.  I  wished  simply  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  change  in  the 
law  which  was  followed  gradually  and  kept 
pace  with  the  change  in  the  sentiment  of  the 
country  on  this  matter.  Years  ago  it  was  the 
policy  of  this  Government  to  encourage  immi- 
gration ;  it  was  the  policy  of  this  Government 
to  protect  the  settler,  after  he  had  gone  out, 
from  Indian  depredations.  I  refer  to  the  sta- 
tute of  1803  on  this  subject,  and  this  I  will  say 
was  the  policy  of  the  Government  down  to 
1859.  By  the  statute  of  1803—1  read  section 
one  hundred  and  one,  page  434,  of  Brightly' s 
Digest — it  was  provided — 

"  If  any  Indian  or  Indians,  belonginf  to  any  tribe 
in  amity  with  tbe  United  States,  eball  oome  over  or 
across  said  boundary  line,  into  any  State  or  Terri- 
tory inhabited  ^y  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
there  take,  steal,  or  destroy  any  horse,  horses,  or 
other  property  belonging  to  any  citisen  or  inhabit- 
ant of  the  United  States,  or  of  either  of  the  territo- 
rial districts  of  the  United  States,  or  shall  oommit 
any  murder,  violence,  or  outrage  upon  any  such  citi- 
sen or  inhabitant,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  citi- 
sen or  inhabitant,  his  representative,  attorney,  or 
agent,  to  make  application  to  the  superintendent." 

And  in  conclusion  it  says : 

**  And  in  the  mean  time,  in  respect  to  the  property 
80  taken  or  destroyed,  the  United  States  i^uarantee 
to  the  party  injured  an  eventual  indemnificatiun." 

That  was  the  policy  of  the  Government  em- 
bodied in  the  statutes  of  the  country  down  to 
that  time.  In  1834  the  statute  in  regard  to 
Indian  intercourse  embodied  and  used  the 
precise  language  of  this  act  of  1808. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  statute  of  1834  is  in  force 
now. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  beg  the  Senator's 
pardon.  That  statute  is  not  in  force.  In  1869 
Congress  enacted — 

**  That  so  much  of  the  act  entitled  *An  act  to  reg- 
ulate trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
and  to  prejcrve  peace  on  the  frontiers.'  approved 
June  30,  18^,  as  provides  that  the  United  States 
shall  make  indemnification  out  of  the  Treasury  for 
property  taken  or  destroyed  in  certain  oases  by  In- 
dians trespassing  on  white  men,  as  doscribed  in  the 
said  act.  be.  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed :  Pro- 
vided^ however.  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  impair  or  destroy  tbe  obliga- 
tion of  the  Indians  to  make  indemnification  out  of 
the  annuities  as  prescribed  in  said  act." 

Here  is  the  first  step  in  the  changed  policy 
of  this  country.  Here  is  the  repeal  of  the 
act  making  the  United  States  responsible,  and 
the  limitation  of  any  damage  to  the  annuities  of 
the  Indians.  That  was  in  18o9 ;  and  by  the  act  of 
Congress  approved  July  15, 1870,  section  four, 
even  that  part  of  it  is  repealed,  and  the  puf- 
ferer  to-day  is  absolutely  without  any  redress. 
I  shall  be  very  happy  if  any  eentleman  here 
can  prove  that  there  is  any  redress  to  the  set- 
tler except  as  I  say  in  each  specific  case  bring- 
ing his  claim  before  Congress  and  referring 


the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Claims.  If 
there  is  any,  I  have  nothing  to  say ;  but  to  prtv 
vide  for  some  well-regulated  and  well  marked 
out  plan  by  which  the  settler  can  obtaio  ia- 
demnification  for  such  lossy  I  think  is  a  proper 
subject  of  legislation  for  this  Congrefci,  sod  j 
ask  that  this  amendment  or  some  Bimilu 
amendment  shall  be  adopted.  I  will  read  thit 
section  of  the  act  of  1870,  and  then  I  w 
quite  ready  that  the  vote  shall  be  taken : 

"And  he  it  fnHlier  enacted.  That  no  part  of  the 
moneys  appropriated  by  this  act,  or  whieh  nur 
hereafter  be  appropriated  in  an]r  general  act  or  in- 
ciency  bill  meting  appropriations  for  the  carrot 
and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian  departmeiit. 
to  pay  annuities  due  or  to  be  used  and  ezpeo<le<i  ivr 
the  care  and  benefit  of  any  tribe  or  tribes  of  iDdiu! 
named  herein,  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment >jf 
any  claim  for  depredations  that  may  hare  bttuw 
may  be  committed  Ijy  such  tribe  or  tribes,  or  uj 
member  or  members  thereof ;  and  no  claim  fur  la- 
dian  depredations  shall  hereafter  be  paid  aotilCs- 
gross  shall  make  special  appropriatioD  tben^l  r; 
and  all  acts  and  parts  of  aots  inoonsistent  bweviui 
are  hereby  repealed." 

I  think  that  is  tolerably  specific  aoddefioiie. 
If  there  is  any  other  legisiatioD  upon  the  sub- 
ject, I  have  not  been  able  to  find  it,  and  1  shall 
be  most  happy  if  any  gentleman  will  point  i: 
out. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  renew  mj 
motion  that  the  amendment  lie  on  tbe  table. 

Mr.  MOHUILL,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  make 
one  statement,  if  the  honorable  Senator  frois 
New  Jersey  will  allow  me. 

Mr.  FRELINQHaYSEN.  Iwithdravlhe 
motion. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  My  hoDorabU 
friend  from  Nebraska  undoubtedly  beliere^  be 
is  right  in  thinking  that  there  is  no  iodemDiij 
for  depredations  by  i ndians.  Under  the  ioter- 
course  act  of  1834  this  whole  subject  is  very 
carefully  provided  for.  That  is  a  very  stris- 
gent  act,  providing  for  intercourse  betv&'ii 
the  Indians  and  our  own  people;  aod  it  will 
be  found  that  in  tbe  sixty-seventli  sectioQ  uf 
that  act  this  class  of  casea  is  provided  for.  I 
will  not  trouble  the  Senate  to  read  it,  but  tbe 

froviaion  is  substantially  this:  that  if  auj 
ndian  commits  a  depredation  by  larceoj  or 
otherwise  on  the  property  of  a  citizen  of  if 
United  States — 1  mean,  of  course,  an  Indiaii 
belonging  to  a  tribe  with  which  wehavetreair 
stipulations — that  fact  may  be  commoDic&'e<i 
to  the  superintendent  of  Indian  alfairs  in  ilut 
locality,  and  it  shall  be  his  daty  to  notify  the 
tribe. 

If  the  tribe  make  restitotion,  very  «re)l ;  i^ 
they  do  not  make  restitution,  then  it  shall  b« 
his  duty  to  coqimnnicate  that  fact  with  a  6p« 
cific  statement  to  the  Commissioner  of  Indi^^ 
Affairs,  and  if  upon  notice  by  the  Commi«- 
sioner  of  Indian  Affairs  the  tribe  sti:l  be 
gleets,  then  it  is  the  duty  of  the  President  o( 
the  United  States  to  take  the  matter  in  hacd 
and  require  such  restitution  or  compfofii' 
tion  as  he  may  think  the  case  demands ;  t^i 
in  any  case  where  this  depredation  h:is  be«a 
committed,  and  the  facts  are  ascertained  or 
communicated  as  provided  here,  having  tresi; 
stipulations  with  the  Indians^  such  sum  ma; 
be  deducted  from  their  annuiues.  That  u  ihe 
remedy.  .    . 

The  statute  to  which  my  honorable  frieod 
refers,  and  which  he  thinks  is  a  repe&'tr>( 
clause  of  all  the  remedy,  has  not  that  edeci  *( 
all.  It  will  be  noticed  that  it  excepis  that 
provision.  There  is  still  a  remedy  agaic* 
the  annuities  accruing  under  the  treaues-^ 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  Allow  me  to  inq«« 
if  the  Senator  means  to  say  that  section  fonro. 
the  act  of  1870  does  make  that  exception . 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Certainly. 
Read  it. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.    It  provides  this : 

"And  no  claim  for  Indian  depredations fball  bf': 
aaer  be  paid  until  CongroM  shall  make  a  sp*"*- 
appropriation  therefor,  and  all  actJ  and  P»rt 
acta  inconsistent  herewith  are  hereby  rtpe^^- 

Mr.  MORRiLL,  of  Maine.  Yes,  but  iht 
former  part  of  it  provides  that  this  shall  out 
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interfere  with  the  remedy  against  the  aDnaities 
of  the  tribe. 

Mr.  HiTCHCOGK.    That  is  a  mistake. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  think  I  am 
right  about  it.  Now,  a  word  about  the  reme* 
dies  in  the  case  of  Indiana  with  whom  we  have 
no  treaties.  This  Government  cannot  afford 
to  send  a  roving  commission  out  on  the  plains 
to  gather  such  evidence  as  they  please  to  set* 
tie  the  question  with  those  Inmans.  There 
are  two  sides  to  this  question.  Althoagh  I 
do  not  believe  at  all  tluit  my  sympathies  with 
the  Indians  or  my  prejudices  ic  their  behalf 
are  such  as  to  innnence  my  judgment  in  this 
matter,  I  know  a  little  something  about  the 
history  of  these  things.  And  I  remember  that 
within  two  years  we  had  a  bill  before  the  Sen- 
ate relative  to  the  removal  of  some  Indians 
from  their  lands,  making  compensation  for  it, 
and  there  was  a  claim  put  upon  the  record  here 
▼oluntarily  to  pay  to  those  Indians  $50,000 
for  property  stolen  from  them  by  the  whites. 

I  only  mention  that  as  a  significant  fact 
showing  that  very  likely  upou  the  borders 
there  is  this  conflict,  and  there  are  depreda- 
tions upon  one  side  and  the  other;  but  the 
remedy  is  a  simple  one.  Whenever  such 
parties  have  a  claim,  they  must  come  here  and 
nave  it  adjudicated.  I  think,  however,  that 
the  intercourse  law  will  be  found  to  be  ample 
as  it  is.  But  for  outlying  tribes  with  whom 
vre  have  no  treaty  stipulations,  I  should  hardly 
think  it  would  be  a  fit  thing  to  send  out  a  com- 
mission to  gather  statistics.  At  any  rate  it 
ought  to  apply  to  both  sides. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK:.  I  dislike  very  much  to 
take  the  time  of  the  Senate.  I  know  that  it  is 
very  easy  for  gentlemen  who  live  fifteen  hun- 
dred or  two  thousand  miles  away  from  the  In- 
dians, to  suppose  that  they  are  entirely  peace- 
able, that  there  is  no  trouble  with  us  on  the 
borders.  I  should  like  very  much  if  the  mat- 
ter could  go  over  until  to- morrow ;  i  desire  to 
present  some  facts  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  aj^eal  to  the  Senator  to  let 
ns  have  a  vote  on  the  amendment,  and  not  on 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  have  several  amend- 
ments to  propose. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senator  from  Ne- 
braska desires  to  address  the  Senate.  He  has 
never  taken  any  time  in  the  Senate  I«know 
he  has  some  desire  to  address  the  Senate  on 
this  subject.     I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  speaking  of  this  particu- 
lar amendment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  He  has  several  amend- 
ments. It  is  now  five  o'clock,  and  I  move  that 
the  Senate  adjourn,  I  suppose  the  Senator 
from  Nebraska  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  we  shall  get  through 
with  thi9  bill  before  we  adjourn  to-night. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is  not  debatable.  The  Senator  from  Kansas 
moves  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  a 
divigiou — ayes  20,  noes  18. 

Mr.  COLEi     I  cull  fur  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  26,  nays  14 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Alcorn.  Caldwell,  Gasaerly.  Clay- 
ton. Coouer^Crugtn,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Hill, 
Hitchcock,  KellOKff,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Logan,  Norwood, 
Nye,  O^born,  Pattersoo,  Poineroy,  Ranuey,  Robert- 
son. Sauisbury*  Scott,  J»teveusoD,  Stewart.  Tipton, 
and  West— 26. 

NAYS— Menrrs.  Ames,  Backinrham.  Cole,  Ed- 
munds, Perry  of  Miehigan,  Frelinghuysen,  Hamlin, 
Harlan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Sawyer,  Soenoer,  Wilson, 
Win«lom.  and  Wright— 14. 

ABSKNT— Me8»re.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Blair.  Bore- 
v.un.  Brownlow.  Cameron,  Carpenter.  Chandler, 
Conklinv,  Corbett,  Davis  of  Kentucky.  Fenton, 
Forry  of  Connecticut,  Flanagan,  Gilbert,  Qold- 
tliwaitc.  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamilton  of  Texas, 
Howe.  Johnifton,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton, 
Pool,  Pratt,  Bice.  Schurx,  Sherman,  Sprague,  Stock- 
too,  Sumner,  Tbarman.  Tram  ball,  and  Vickers— 33. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  (at  five 
o'clock  and  fourteen  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Sea- 
ale  adjourned* 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  April  8,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butleb,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

ORDBR  OF  BOSINE88. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  being  Monday,  the 
first  bnsiness  in  order  during  the  morning  hour 
is  the  calling  of  the  States  and  Territories  for 
the  introduction  of  bills  and  joint  resolutions 
for  reference  to  their  appropriate  committees, 
not  to  be  brought  back  into  the  House  by 
motions  to  reconsider.  Under  this  call  memo- 
rials and  resolutions  of  State  and  torritorial 
Legislatures  may  be  presented  for  printing  and 
reference.  The  morning  hour  now  begins,  at 
four  minotes  past  twelve  o'clock. 

ASIATIC  COHMBROIAL  COMPANT. 

Mr.  PETERS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2209)  to  incorporate  the  Asiatic  Commercial 
Company ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, an^  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HARLAN  P.  BGGLKSTON. 

Mr.  HALE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2210)  granting  relief  to  Harlan  P.  Eggleston  ; 
which  was  read  a  first  aiid  second  time,  referred 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTORS. 

Mr.  POLAND  introduced  ajointresolntion 
(H.  No.  126)  declaratory  of  the  intent  and 
meaning  of  section  one  of  article  two  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

The  joint  resolation,  which  was  read,  pro- 
vides that  for  the  presidential  election  of  1872 
each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  appoint  electors 
in  proportion  to  its  representation  in  the 
Forty-Third  Congress. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  BUFFINTON  presented  a  joint  resoln- 
tion  of  the  general  court  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  in  relation  to  a  transfer  of 
the  public  lands  of  the  United  States  to  cor- 
porations ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

WILLIAM  J.  BICB.      . 

Mr.  KELLOGG  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2211)  for  the  relief  of  William  J.  Hiee; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ALONZO  SNYDER. 

Mr.  LAMPORT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2212)  for  the  relief  of  Alonzo  Snyder, 
of  Livingston  county,  New  York  ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

SHIPPINQ  ON  ATLANTIC  COAST. 

Mr.  cox  introduoed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
221S)  to  protect  shipping  on  the  Atlantic  coast 
from  destructive  easterly  gales;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BRIO  G  BORGIA.. 

Mr.  SWANN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2214)  to  change  the  name  of  the  brig  Georgia, 
of  the  port  of  Baltimore,  Maryland ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

POSTMASTERS  IN  RBBKL  STATES. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia,  introduoed  a  bill 
rH.  R.  No.  2216)  to  antborize  the  Postmaster 
General  to  credit  the  postmasten  in  the  States 


lately  in  rebellion  with  the  stamps  and  stamped 
envelopes  taken  from  them  by  paramount 
force,  or  lost  or  de;)troyed  without  the  fault 
of  the  said  postmaster,  and  to  refund  any 
money  since  paid  for  the  same  so  taken,  lost, 
or  destroyed  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  McINTYRE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2216)  to  relieve  from  political  disabilities 
M.  S.  Verdery,  of  Chatham  county,  Georgia; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BIGBY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2217)  to  relieve  certain  persons  therein  named 
from  legal  and  political  disabilities  imposed 
by  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PORT  09  BNTRT,  ATLANTA,  GBORGIA. 

Mr.  YOUNG  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2218)  to  establish  a  port  of  entry  in  the  city 
of  Atlanta,  Georgia;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OP  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  HANDLEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2219)  for  the  removal  of  the  political  dis- 
abilities of  certain  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Alabama  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JASPBR  N.  PITTMAN. 

Mr.  HANDLEY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2220)  for  the  relief  of  Jasper  N.  Pitt* 
man ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBMOVAL  OP  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  HARRIS.  x>f  Mississippi,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  2221}  for  the  relief  of  the  civil 
and  political  disabilities  of  certain  citizens  of 
Mississippi;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORPHIS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2222)  to  remove  the  civil  and  political 
disabilities  from  certain  citizens  therein  named ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

IMPROVEMENT  or  CALCASIEU  RIVER. 

Mr.  SYPHER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2228)  to  provide  for  the  improvement  of  Cal- 
casieu river,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lauds,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

MEXICAN  TITLBS  IN  ARIZONA. 

Mr.  UPSON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2224^  in  relation  to  Mexican  titles  to  land 
within  the  Territory  of  Arieona :  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  tq  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

MANHATTAN  TOWNSHIP,  ORIO. 

Mr.  PECK  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2226)  to  authorize  the  trustees  of  Manhattan 
township  to  select  land  for  school  purposes ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ANDREW  MORRISON. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2226)  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  Morrison, 
a  citizen  of  Tennessee  ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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ENGINBiSR  SOLDIERS  ON  SXTRA  BUTT. 

Mr.  COBURN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2227)  to  regulate  the  employment  of  engineer 
soldiers  on  extra  duty;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  Fecond  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ANN  B.  HALLOWBLL. 

Mr.   EERR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2228)  granting  a  pension  to  Ann  E.  Hallo- 
well  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BOHESTBAD  SETTLEMENTS. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
(H.  R.  No.  127)  restoring  to  settlement  under 
the  homestead  law  certain  lands  wiihin  five 
miles  of  the  Des  Moines  river,  in  the  State  of 
Iowa ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  timo, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed., 

SWAMP  LANDS. 

Mr.  HAWLET  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2229)  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  *'An 
act  to  enable  the  State  of  Arkansas  and  other 
States  to  reclaim  swamp  lands  within  their 
limits,"  approved  September  28,  18&0,  and 
the  amendment  thereof,  approved  March  2, 
1855;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Luids, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AMBNDMBNT  OF  CONSTITUTION. 

Mr.  HAWLEY*  also  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution (H.  R.  No.  128)  proposing  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitu  tion ;  which  was  nsad  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  theJudiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FBBIOIIT,  BTO.,  ON  UNION  PACIIIO  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  WELLS  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
(H.  li.  No.  129)  in  reference  to  carrying  freight 
and  passengers  on  the  Union  Pacific  railroad 
and  its  branches;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Pacific  Railroad,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HORSES,  ETC.,    LOST    IN    MILITARY    SERVIOB. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Missouri,  introduced  a 
bill  ( H.  R.  No.  2230)  making  further  provisions 
for  compensation  for  horses  and  other  property 
lost  or  destroyed  while  in  the  military  service 
of  the  United  States;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

sou  LB  UNIVBRSITT. 

Mr.  HANKS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2231)  to  provide  for  the  admission  of  books, 
maps,  charts,  statuary,  &c.,  for  Soul6  Uni- 
versity free  of  duty;  which  was  rAd  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FORT  SMITU  MILITARY   RESERVATION. 

Mr.  SNYDER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2232)  to  dispose  of  lands  in  the  military  re- 
serve at  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

MARY  J.  CORCORAN. 

Mr.  8T0UGHT0N  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2238)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  J.  Cor- 
coran, widow  of  Henry  Corcoran,  l«ae  of  the 
twelfth  Michigan  infantry ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

RBMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  CONNER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2234)  to  remove  the  legal  and  political  disabil- 
iiies  of  certain  citizens  of  the  State  of  Texas ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re 
ferrcd  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARY  MULLINS. 

Mr.  DONNAN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B. 


No.  2235)  for  the  relief  of  Mary  Mullins; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

NIAGARA  SHIP-OANAL. 

Mr.  DONNAN  also  presented  a  memorial 
and  joint  resolution  of  the  State  of  Iowa,  rela- 
tive to  the  Niagara  ship-canal ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARINE  HOSPITAL,  SIOUX  CITY,  IOWA. 

Mr.  ORR  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2236) 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
purchase  a  site  and  erect  thereon  a  building 
to  be  used  as  a  marine  hospital  in  Sioux  City, 
Iowa ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Qrounds,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

S.  8.  SUUMAN. 

Mr.  RUSK  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2237)  to  relieve  S.  S.  Shuman,  late  of  the  first 
Iowa  cavalry,  from  the  charge  of  desertion, 
and  to  authorize  the  payment  to  him  of  pay, 
allowance,  and  bounty -^r  the  whole  lime  he 
was  in  the  military  service  of  th£  United 
States;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  t'*me, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

IMPROVBMBNT  OF  ST.  CROIX   RIVBR. 

Mr.  RUSK  also  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  for 
the  protection  of  the  navigation  of  the  St. 
Croix  river,  and  the  improvements  thereof; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  or  INDIANS. 

Mr.  RUSK  also  presented  a  memorial  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  ask- 
ing the  removal  of  certain  bands  of  roving  In- 
dians to  their  western  reservation  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ASYLUM  rOR  SOLDIRRS'  ORPHANS. 

Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  Wisconsin,  presented 
a  memorial  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  asking 
for  authority  to  the  board  of  managers  of  the 
National  Asylum  for  Disabled  Soldiers  to  trans- 
fer a  parcel  of  ground  to  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin fpr  the  uses  of  an  asylum  for  the  orphans 
of  deceased  soldiers  ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  or  DISABILITIBS. 

Mr.  McGREW  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
constitutional  convention  of  West  Virginia, 
recommending  that  ail  political  disabilities 
growing  out  of  the  late  civil  war  shall  cease 
in  West  Virginia ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

DONATION  OF  UNITED  STATES  PROPERTY. 

Mr.'GALLEGOS  introduced  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (H.  R.  No.  ISO)  donating  certain  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States  in  Santa  F6,  New 
Mexico,  to  St.  Thomas  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  ptinted. 

MICHAEL  M.  M'CAULBY. 

Mr.  CLAGETT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2239)  for  the  relief  of  Michael  M.  Mc- 
Cauley ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HELENA  AND  NORTHBRN  UTAH  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  CLAGETT  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2238)  to  incorporae  the  Helena  and 
Northern  Utah  Railroad  Company,  and  grant 
the  same  the  right  of  way  through  the  public 
Uods ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territories, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


PROTECTION  or  CIVIL  RIGHTS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  States  and  Territo- 
ries having  been  called  for  bills  on  leave  t&d 
joint  resolutions,  ibey  will  next  be  caiy  for 
refiolutions,  and  the  pending  bill  noderthii 
call  is  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1647)  suppleoeoul 
to  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  {protect all ciu- 
zens  of  the  United  States  io  their  civil  n{liti, 
and  to  furnish  the  means  for  their  vindia- 
tion,"  iutroduced  by  the  gendeman  froc 
Maine,  [Mr.  FnTE.]  The  pending  queitioo ii 
on  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Miiot, 
to  order  the  previous  question  on  the  eogron- 
ment  and  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  rise  to  a  parlisiBpnt 
ary  inquiry.  Is  it  in  order  now  to  move  tolij 
that  bill  on  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  the  Hoom  m 
Monday  last  having  refused  to  lay  the  biiloD 
the  table. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  The  House  maT  hivt 
changed  its  mind  during  the  ioterral  lioa 
last  Monday. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  not  allovcd 
to  submit  twice  at  the  same  stage  of  a  bill  tbe 
question  of  laying  the  bill  on  the  table ;  aod  | 
at  this  stage  of  tbe  bill  tbe  House  has  alreiiif 
refused  to  lay  it  on  the  table.  The  questioi 
recurs,  will  tbe  House  second  the  demand  for 
the  previous  question  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time? 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were— ajei 
66,  noes  61. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Houu, 
and  Mr.  Hoofe£  of  MasaacbasettB,  v«r 
appointed. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellen 
reported — ayes  78,  noes  65. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded  isd 
the  main  question  was  ordered,  which  was  on 
ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  aod  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  demand  the  yeu  ud 
nays  on  the  engrossment  and  third  readiogof 
the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  that  the  biU  be  ipii 
reported. 

The  bill  was  again  read. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  tbe  affirmative — yeas  100,  nays  78,  notfouD{ 
62 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS  — Menrs.  Ambler.  Ames.  ATerill.  Baab. 
Barber,  Barry,  Beatiy.  Be  vendue.  Big  by.  Bioctue* 
George  M.  Brooks,  Buckley.  BuffiDioo,  Bombard. 
Bardett,  Benjamin  F.  But  ler.  Cobb.  Cobara.  Cofl/ef. 
Cotton.  Darrall.  Dawes.  De  rAiie.DouDao.giuf 
nell,  Eames,  Finkelnburir,  Charles  Frnter.  mc 
Garfield.  Uarmer,  George  K.  Uarriii,  lUrens.  Ua«- 
iey,  Uayo,  Gerry  W.  Uaseltoo,  John  W.  HMelw 
Hill,  Hoar.  Hooper,  Kelley.  Lamport,  Uaiui 
Lowe»  Maynard.  McCrary,  McJunkin.Merear.Mer- 
ryun,  Monroe,  Morey.  Morphia.  LeoiMrd  Mren. 
Negley.  Packard.  Packer,  Palmer.  l«jiMC.P»rt«. 
Peck,  Pendleton,  Aaron  F.  Perry.  Poland,/ort*' 
Prindle,  Rainey.  Eilia  H  Roberta,  Ruk.  barfccj. 
Sawyer,  Sessions.  Shanks.  Sheldon.  Shoemaker. B- 
Boardman  Smitb,  John  A.  Smith,  Worthincwn  u 
Smith,  Snapp.  Snyder.  Spragae,  Starkweatber.Ne 
venson.  Stoaghtoo.  Stowell.  Strong.  Srpo«r,  uk 
Thomaa.  Wobbington  Town«end,  Tamer.  TwicfefH. 
Tyner.  Upsoa.  Wakeman.  Walden.  WaldiM.  w«i: 
1  use.  Wheeler,  Whiteley.  WiUard.  and  WilluiM  of 
Indtnna— 100.  .       .^.., 

NAYS— Messrs.  Acker.  Adams,  Areher,  A/thW' 
Beck.  Bell,  Biggn.  Bird.  Braxton.  BrifhL  Jua^ 
Brooks.  Roderick  R.  Butler,  CaldwclljCyo'J 
Comingq,  Conner,  Cox,  Crebs,  Criteher.  CrwsWj' 
•  Davia,  Dox,  Do  Bosc.  Duke.  Bldredie.  f "rt^' 
Henry  D.  Foster.  Garrett,  GoUaday.'flaldfM^ 
Hancock,  Handley,  Hanks,  Harper.  John  T.ii*'^ 
Herndon,  Hibbard,  Holmnn,  Kendall.  Kerr.  Ml. 
Lamison,  Leacb.  Lewis.  Manson.  McCleiiao<t «[' 
Cormick,  McUenry.  Mclntyre.  McNeely.  Memf 
Benjamin  F.  Mayers.  Mitchell,  Moitrao.  Bo#m  "' 
Parker,  Randall.  Read.  Edward  Y.  Bice.  Jobn  *• 
Rice,  Ritchie.  Robinson.  Rogert,Sherirood.Sbo»;f' 
Slater,  Storm.  Swann^erry.  Tuthill.  Vaa  TraBP. 
Vaugban,  Voorhees,  Varren.  Wells.  WluUbort* 
Winchester.  Wi»od,  and  Young-TS.  ,    „.:. 

NOT  VOTINQ-Mcssrs.  B*irnnm.  Aasna  BUJ. 
Jamea  G.  Blair,  Boles.  Camp  bell.  WiU**"*  vJfiT 
Freeman  Clarko.  Coghlan.  Oreely,  Crocker.  1/'"'J' 
Duell,  Elliott.  Ely,  Fariisworib.  Farwcn.  WUJw^i'" 
Foster, 
blotoi 
am.  I 
McKee. 
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Eli  Perry.  Peten.  Piatt.  Potter.  Prioe,  William  R. 
Roberu.  Roosevelt,  Soofield.  Seeley.  Saellabarger, 
Slocutn.  SI088.  R.  Milton  Speer,  Thomas  J.  Speer. 
Stevens.  St.  John,  Sutherland.  Dwisht  Towusend, 
Waddcll,  Walls.  Williams  of  New  York,  Jeremiah 
M.  Wilson.  auU  John  X.  Wilson— 62. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

During  the  roll-call  the  following  annoance- 
merits  wpre  made  i 

Mr.  McCL£LLAND.  My  coUeai^ie,  Mr. 
Getz,  is  absent  on  account  of  sickness;  if 
here,  he  would  vote  **no.*' 

Mr.  McNEELY.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Mar- 
shall, has  been  unexpectedly  called  away 
from  the  city;  if  here  he  would  vote  **  no." 

Mr.  SPEEH,  of  Georgia.  On  this  question 
I  am  paired  with  my  colleague,  Mr.  Price  ; 
if  here  he  would  vote  *^  no,"  aud  I  should  vote 
"ay." 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  announced  as 
above  recorded. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MassachusetU.  I  move 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time, 
and  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  upon  the 
table. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  move  to  lav  the  bill 
upon  the  table ;  aud  on  that  motion  I  demand 
the  yea8  and  najs. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MassachusetU.  I  have 
made  a  motion  already  to  reconsider  and  lay 
on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  privileged, 
but  it  cannot  be  put  before  a  vote  is  taken  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin. 
The  morning  hour  having  expired,  and  the  mo- 
tion to  suspend  the  rules  having  come  over  from 
Monday  last,  this  bill  will  go  over  until  the 
morning  hour  of  next  Monday  ;  but  before 
that  the  bill  will  be  read  a  third  time.  The 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin  could 
not  cut  off  the  rhird  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  ELD  REDO  E.  I  supposed  my  motion 
would  have  priority. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  not,  because  the 
IIouf>e  has  ordered  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third 
time  instantly  ;  but  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man attaches  immediately  after  that  is  done. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  bill  has  been  read 
three  times,  and  the  question  is,  shall  it  pass? 
Two  motions  are  pending — the  motion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Maasacbusetis,  [Mr.  Hooper,] 
to  reconsider  the  vote  whereby  the  House 
ordered  the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  and  to  lay  that  motion  upon  the 
table,  and  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Eldredob,]  to  lay  the  billon 
the  table — and  under  those  two  motions  the 
bill  goes  over  till  Monday  next. 

The  pending  question  is  on  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Minnesota,  [Mr.  Averill,] 
to  suspend  the  rule^  and  pass  a  bill  ottered  by 
bim  last  Monday.  Before  submitting  thai  ques- 
tion, the  Chair  will  receive  bills  for  reference 
from  thfise  members  who  were  abseut  when 
their  States  were  called. 

MBTROPOLITAN  RAILROAD  OOMPANT. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2240)  auihoiizing 
the  extension  of  the  railway  of  the  Metropoli- 
tan Raiiiroad  Company  ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

WOODBN  PAVBHBNT8. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  also,  by  unanimons  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2241)  to  reimburse 
the  owners  of  property  on  Pennsylvania  ave- 
nue for  the  cost  of  the  wooden  pavement  laid 
pursuant  to  act  of  Congress  approved  July, 
1870 ;  which  was  read  a  Brbt  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  aud  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JAMB8  B.  MONTSLL. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  ^0.  2242)  for  the 


relief  of  James  E.  Montell;  which  was  read  a 
firstand  second  time,  and,  with  the  accompany- 
ing papers,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

PUBLIC  GROUNDS  IN  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER,  by  nnanimons 
consent,  submitted  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  read,  considered,  and  adoptcKi : 

Rfolvedt  ThattheSaperintendent  of  Publio  Build- 
ings and  Grounds  be,  and  is  hereby,  dirooted  to  fur- 
nish for  the  use  of  this  House  a  statement  of  the 
area  of  the  groundM  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
the  Agricultural  Department,  the  grounds  around 
the  Washington  monument,  and  around  the  Presi- 
dent's House,  and  between  the  President's  House 
and  the  river,  together  with  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  area  and  condition  of  all  the  grounds  under  his 
care  and  supervision;  also  a  detailed  statement  of 
the  amount  of  expenditures  neoeasary  to  put  those 
several  grounds  in  good  condition,  especially  the 
grounds  around  the  Washington  monument  and  the 
grounds  between  the  President's  House  and  the  river. 

CONDBMNBD  ORDNANCB  FOR    MONUHBNTS. 

Mr.  BQTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2248)  granting  condemned  ordnance  to  the 
Phil.  H.  Sheridan  Post  No.  S4,  Grand  Army 
of  the  Republic,  for  a  monument  for  its  ceme- 
tery ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  by  nnanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2244)  granting  one  piece  of 
condemned  heavy  orduance  to  the  John  Rus- 
sell Lowell  Encampment,  Post  No.  7,  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  for  their  burial  lot; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LBONARD  N.  HOHNBURO. 

Mr.  LOWE,  by  unanimons  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2245)  for  the  relief 
of  Leonard  N.  Hohnburg;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit 
tee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

GOVERNMENT  VRBIOHT  ON  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  N  EG  LEY.  I  ask  nnanimous  consent 
to  introduce,  for  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  a  ioint  resolution  in  relation 
to  payments  to  the  Psci fie  Railroad  companies 
for  transportation*of  Government  freight. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  object,  and 
call  for  the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Then  I  move  to  suspend 
the  rules,  so  as  to  enable  me  to  introduce  the 
joint  resolution  and  have  it  referred. 

The  SPEAKER.  A  previous  motion  to 
suspend  the  rules  comes  over  from  Monday 
last. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  Then  I  make  the  point  of 
order  whether  it  is  proper  for  a  stockholder  in 
the  Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  object  to  my 
introducing  a  joint  resolution. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Is  it  in  order 
for  an  instrument  of  Wall  street,  a  speculator 
in  Pacific  railroad  stock,  a  mere  tool  and  agent 
of  Wall  street,  to  prepare  and  introduce  a 
joint  resolution  of  this  character? 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  deny  all  and  every  state- 
ment the  gentleman  has  made. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York,  (holding  up 
some  papers. )  1  hold  the  proofs  here  in  my 
hand.  I  l^uew  this  was  comine,  and  had  this 
proof  sent  me  by  telegraph.  1  would  like  to 
have  these  proofs  read. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.    I  have  no  objection  at  all. 

The  SPEAKER.  During  the  morning  hour 
of  Monday  the  States  and  Territories  are  called 
audibly  and  at  length  for  the  introduction  and 
reference  of  bills  and  joint  resolutions.  After 
the  morning  hour  is  over  those  gentlemen  who 
were  not  iu  their  seats  when  their  States  were 
called  are  permitted  by  unanimous  consent  to 
introduce  bills  for  reference. 

Mr.  KENDALL.  I  ask  unanimons  con- 
sent to  introduce  a  bill  for  reference. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Brooks]  haa  <»Jled  for  the  regalar 
Qrd^r  of  baflineaa. 


Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  will  with- 
draw that  call  to  let  the  gentleman  from 
Nevada  [Mr.  Kbndall]  introduce  his  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  with- 
draw his  objection  to  the  joint  resolution 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Neglbt?] 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  will  with- 
draw it,  if  he  will  permit  me  to  introduce  these 
documents  I  have  in  my  hand. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  have  no  objection.  I 
have  no  interest  in  the  Pacific  railroad;  I 
have  never  owned  a  dollar  of  its  stock,  and  I 
am  not  the  tool  of  anybody,  or  am  1  an  instru- 
ment of  Wall  street. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  permit 
debate  upon  it;  it  is  a  matter  of  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  object  to  any  debate  of 
any  character,  personal  or  otherwise. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is,  shall  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Neolet] 
have  leave  to  introduce  the  joint  resolution  he 
has  indicated? 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  will  not 
object,  if  he  will  permit  me  to  have  read  all 
the  documents  I  have  in  my  hand. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.     I  do  not  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  enter- 
tain conditional  objections.  It  is  the  absolute 
right  of  any  gentleman  to  object. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  object, 
and  call  for  the  regular  order  of  business. 

CUBROKBB  TREATY  OF  1866. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  House  will  now  proceed  to  con- 
sider the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Min- 
nesota, [Mr.  AvERiLL,]  and  which  comes  over 
from. Monday  last,  that  the  rules  be  suspended, 
and  that  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1496)  to  carry  out 
certain  provisions  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of 
1866,  and  for  the  relief  of  pet  tiers  on  the  Chero- 
kee lands  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  be  passed. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  When  this  bill  was  be- 
fore the  House  I  asked  that  it  might  go  over 
until  I  could  make  some  inquiry  in  regard  to 
it.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  have  read  a 
paper  I  send  to  the  Clerk^s  desk. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  the  Clerk  read 
the  following : 

To  the  Cbngres*  of  the  United  States  : 

QlNTLBicKN  :  A  billis  pending  before  yon  for  the 
sale  of  a  strip  of  land  in  Kansas  belonging  to  the 
Cherokee  nation,  out  off  by  running  the  State  line. 
It  ought  to  have  been  disposed  of  years  ago.  The 
bill,  which  was  unanimously  agreed  to,  with  two 
slight  amendments,  in  the  House  Indian  Commit- 
tee, suits  us,  as  amended,  and  we  earnestly  urge  its 
passage. 

The  bill  was  framed  by  the  Snoretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior on  consultation  with  the  Kansas  delegation  in 
Congress  and  the  delegates  of  ttie  Cherokee  nation. 
It  gives  relief  to  settlers,  is  a  measure  justice  calls 
for  to  us,  and  we  hope  will  be  promptly  passed,  as 
reported  by  Hon.  John  T.  Avbhill,  so  that  we  can 
accept  it. 
With  respect,  your  obedient  servants. 

WILL.  P.  feOSS. 
W.  P.  ADAIR, 
C.  N.  VANN, 
Cherokee  JJeUffatunL. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  understand  that  the 
gentleman's  motion  is  to  pass  this  bill  in  its 
amended  form. 

Mr.  AVERILL.     That  is  my  motion. 

Mr.  McCORMiCK,  of  Missouri.  I  would 
inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  Minnesota  [Mr. 
AverillJ  whether  every  acre  of  land  contem- 

Slated  by  this  bill  was  not  patented  by  the 
l^ovemment  of  the  United  States  to  the  Cher- 
okee nation? 

Mr.  AVERILL.  It  has  been  patented  to 
the  Cherokee  nation,  but  not  to  individuals. 
This  strip  of  land  is  a  part  of  what  is  called 
the  ''seven  million  acre  tract,*'  which  was 
ceded  to  the  Cherokee  nation  in  1835  by  ihe 
United  States.  Thar  tract  extended  itito  what 
is  now  the  State  of  Kansas ;  it  runs  across  the 
entire  Stale,  about  three  miles  wide  at  one  end 
and  about  two  miles  at  the  other.  The  ques- 
tion has  been  dniv  considered  by  the  commit- 
tee in  chaij^e,  and  the  bill  is  in  perfect  accord 
with  the  wisbM  of  the  Cherokee  Indian^,  who 
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are  ably  represented  here  by  a  delegation, 
and  it  ia  also  conformable  to  the  views  of  the 
settlers  on  the  lands. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
enspend  the  rules,  it  was  agreed  to,  two  thirds 
▼oting  in  favor  thereof. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

LOCKING  UP  CURRKNCT. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MassacbusetU.  I  ask 
unanimous  consent  to  submit  the  following 
resolution,  which  I  think  will  cause  no  oppo- 
sition : 

JfteBohed,  Thai  the  Oommittee  on  Banking  and 
Currency  be,  and  ia  hereby,  directed  to  investigate 
any  national  bank  alleged  to  be  engaged  in  a  con- 
spiracy to  loek  ap  currency  with  a  view  of  produc- 
ing a  money  panic ;  and  that  they  have  power  to  send 
for  persona  and  papers. 

Mr.  KANDALL.     That  is  all  right. 

Mr.  COX.  Will  my  colleague  on  the  com- 
mittee [Mr.  HooPEB,  of  Massachusetts]  allow 
me  to  suggest  an  amendment  which  will  not 
detract  from  the  merit  of  his  resolution? 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusette.  I  will 
hear  the  amendment. 

Mr.  COX.  I  propose  that  the  resolution  be 
amended  by  adding  a  direction  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  communicate  to  the 
House  any  information  he  may  have  in  refer- 
ence to  this  subject.  I  am  informed  by  one 
of  my  colleagues,  now  in  New  York  cil^} 
where  there  is  a  great  deal  of  consternation  in 
the  money  market,  that  important  information 
has  been  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. ]  desire  that  the  House  shall  call  for 
that  information. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusette:  You 
wish  to  add  a  clause  of  that  kind  to  the  reso- 
lution ? 

Mr.  COX.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  have 
DO  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  resolution  will  be  amended  by  adding  the 
words  **  and  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury be  directed  to  oommnnicate  to  the  House 
any  information  he  may  have  in  the  premises." 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  the  resolution, 
as  modified,  was  adopted. 

RIVKR  AND  UARBOR  BILL. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Committee 
on  Appropriations  have  directed  me  to  report 
back  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2208)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  repair,  preservation,  and  com- 
pletion of  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and 
harbors,  and  for  other  purposes.  I  will  state 
that  this  bill,  which  was  carefully  prepared  by 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  has  been  thor- 
oughly examined  by  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
E nations,  who  have  directed  me  to  report  it 
ack  without  amendment,  and  to  move  that  it 
be  made  a  special  order  for  Wednesday  next 
after  the  morning  hour,  and  from  day  to  day 
until  disposed  of,  and  that  it  be  again  printed. 

Mr.  RAXOALL.  I  reserve  all  points  of 
order  upon  the  bill. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Gabfisld,  of  Ohio,  was 
agreed  to. 

JAMBS  T.  JOHNSTON. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1867)  for  the  relief  of  James  T.  John- 
ston, together  with  the  veto  message  of  the 
President,  have  directed  me  to  report  a  bill 
correcting  the  error  which  was  the  cause  of 
the  veto. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  224G)  for  the  relief  of 
James  T.  Johnston,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time.  In  order  to 
lemedy  an  error  of  fact  in  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1867)  for  the  relief  of  James  T.  Johnston, 
passed  by  both  Houses  of  Congress  at  the 
present  session,  and  returned  April  1,  1872, 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  without 
his  approval  on  account  of  such  error,  the  bill 
authorizes  and  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  pay  to  James  T.  Johnston,  of 
Alexandriai  VirginlAi  out  of  any  money  in 


the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  the 
amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  safe  for  taxes 
due  the  United  States,  without  interest,  on  lot 
No.  162  on  Prince  street.  Alexandria,  Virgioia, 
less  all  taxes,  costs,  and  legal  charges ;  said  sale 
having  been  made  by  the  tax  commissioners 
of  the  United  States  under  the  laws  for  the 
collection  of  direct  taxes. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  This  whole  case  is  ex- 
plained by  the  bill  iteelf.  There  was  merely 
an  error  in  the  description  of  the  lot ;  that  was 
the  ground  on  which  the  President  vetoed  the 
former  bilL 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading:  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DISPOSAL  OF  PUBLIC  LANDS. 

Mr.  COQHLAN.  I  move  thfkt  the  rulea  be 
suspended  to  pass  a  jointresolaUon  pfoposfing 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  relation  to  the  disposal  of  the 
public  lands. 

The  joint  resolution,  which  was  read,  pro- 
vides (two  thirds  of  each  House  concurring 
therein)  that  the  following  article  be  proposed 
to  the  Legislatures  of  the  several  States  as  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  which,  when  ratified  by  three  fourths 
of  said  States,  shall  become  and  be  held  a 
part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States: 

Abticli  — . 
Sbction  1.  The  publio  lands  of  the  United  States 
shall  not  be  disptMed  of  except  to  actual  settlers 
thereon  for  preemption  and  homestead  purposes 
only,  and  in  quantities  limited  by  f  eneral  law. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
California  to  strike  out  the  words  ^'  preemp- 
tion and.*' 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  I  have  no  objecUon  to 
striking  out  those  words,  and  will  so  modify 
my  resolution. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  sus- 
pending the  rules  and  passing  the  joint  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  dem%pd  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  first  take 
the  vote  bv  division. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  an 
amendment? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not,  as  the  motion  is 
to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass  the  joint  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  add  the  words  ^*  except  mineral  lands.'*  A 
gentleman  behind  me  suggests  the  addition  of 
the  words,  ^*  for  depot  purposes,''  which  I  do 
not  think  ought  to  be  added.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  from 
California  will  agree  to  add  the  words  *^  except 
mineral  lands." 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  hope  that  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  1  will  so  modify  my 
resolution  by  adding  the  words  *^  except  min- 
eral lands." 

The  Honse  divided ;  and  there  were-— ayes 
61,  noes  48. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TYNER.  I  suggest  to  the  gentleman 
from  California  that  the  resolution  as  drawn 
would  cut  off  the  redemption  of  bounty-land 
warrants  and  agricultural  script. 

The  joint  resolution,  as  amended,  was  again 
read. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
also  to  except  the  timber  lands  of  Alaska. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  think  they  ought  not  to 
be  excepted. 

Mr.  RANDALL.     I  object  to  debate. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative— yeas  86,  nays  87,  not  voting 
67 ;  as  follows : 

Y£AS— Messrs.  Aoker.  Ambler.  Asther,  Aithar. 


Banks,  Beatty.  Beveridf  e,  Jaires  Broob.  Bafic;  q 
Burohard.  Burdett.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  R<jde,<  .  ^ 
Batler,  Cogblan,  Cox,  Crebs,  Cru»UDil.  Iii^  Urf' 
Bty,  Finkelnbunc,  Forker,  Charles  Foster.  Hecr^  j' 
Foster,  Wilder  D.  Poster,  Qarfield,  Garrett,  Uo.tj  ., 
Griffith,  UaideniaD,  Hancock.  lUadlCT,  His- 
Havens.  Hawley,  Uay,  JohnW.  UaieltOD.  liibQui 
Hill,HoIman,  UouffhtoD,Kerr.EiDK.La(Q|Kpr.I,«iri; 
Lowe,  Manson.  McClelland.  McCrsrir,  Mel&trr« 
MoNeely,  Merriauif  BenJainln  F.  Meyers,  k4ar<< 
Morgan,  Negley.  Orr,  Packard.  Uosm  W.Part-i 
Isaac  C.  Parker,  Peck,  Eli  Perry.  PoUct,  Raa:^ 
Bead,  Edward  Y.  Rioe.  John  M.  Kie«,  Ritcbie.Sc- 

Sent,  Shanks,  U.  Boardman  Smith,  Sospp.  Spnn* 
tevens,  Stevenson,  Storm.  Stroos,  SwaiiD.T)ttT, 
Upson.  Van  Trump.  Yaoghan,  Whittborce,  R . 
lard.  Williams  of  Indiana,  Wioohester,  MdW<KKi-%. 

NAYS  ^Messrs.  Adams,  Am^  ATerul,  fiarihiT. 
Barry,  J3ell,  Bigby.  Bingham.  Bird.  Br&xtoo.in^.m 
M.  Brooks,  Buckley,  Caldwell,  Cobb.  (Vjban. 
Comingo,  Conger,  Conner,  Darrali,  Difis.  Ditr<. 
Donnaa.  "Dox,  Da  Bose,  Duke,  DuDDetl,  Kldr^l<^ 
Frye,  Hanks,  Harper.  George  £.  Harris,  Job  I 
Harris,  Hays,  Gerry  W.  Haselton,  Hemdoo,  Un*. 
Hooper,  Kelley,  Kendall,  Lamisoo.  Laasini.  Leiri 
KcCormick,  McGrew.  McHenry.  McJaokia.  M<i- 
car,  Merrick,  Mitchell,  Morey,  MotphLs  Pict^if, 
Palmer,  Pendleton,  Poland,  Porter,  RaiQcr.KilijU. 
Roberts,  Rogers,  Rusk*  Sawyer.  Sccsioai,  Sbenivc. 
Sherwood,  tihohar,  Shoemaker,  Slater,  JuitA  i. 
Smith,  WorthingtoD  C.  Smith.  Snyder,  TboiBK  J. 
Speer,  Starkweather,  Stoughton,  St^iwell.  S&tAe- 
land,  Taffe.Terry»  Thomas.  Turner.  Tnthill.  \ltt«- 
man,  Walden.  Waldron,  Wallace,  Warrea.WtM.ff, 
and  Young— ^7. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Barnum.  Beet  Bice. 
Austin  Blair,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles,  BrigktCiB^ 
bell,  Carroll,  William  T.  Clark,  Freemaa  Okik, 
Cotton,  Creeiy,  Critoher,  Crocker,  Dicker,  I'v.. 
Eames.  Elliott,  Farnsworth,  Farwell.  Gets,  <j>r-:- 
rich.  Hale,  Hidaer,  Hambleton,  Hereford.  Keil«B 
Ketoham,  Kil linger.  Kinsella,  Lyncb^  Uusut, 
Maynard,  McKee.  MoKinney,  Moore,  Leotcl 
Myers,  Niblaek,  Perae,  Aaron  F.  Penr.  P(!e^ 
Piatt.  Price.  Prindle.  William  IL  Bobetts,  fi<>^ 
ineon.  Roosevelt,  Scufield,  Seelv.  SheiUba.Tt. 
Slocum,  Sloss,  R.  Milton  Speer,  St.  John,  ^jit.ti. 
D  wight  Townsend,  Washington  ToimseiMi,  T«i:k(  I 
Voorhee8.WaddeU,  WaJl8.Wells,Whiteiey.Wil.ttfiii 
of  New  York,  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  aad  Joiu  I 
Wilson— 67. 

So  (two  thirds  not  having  TOted  in  the 
affirmative)  the  rules  were  not  saspeoded. 

During  the  vote, 

Mr.  LEACH  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Waddell,  was  detaiDed  from  the  Hoose  bt 
indisposition,  and  that  if  be  were  preseot  b« 
woald  vote  in  the  negative. 

The  vote  was  then  announced  %t  above 
recorded. 

0A6E  OF  DR.  HOUAIU). 

Mr.  KERR  obtained  the  floor,  butjielded'j) 
Mr.  RANDALL,  who  said:  Mr.  Speaker. 
I  present  a  statement  ol'Dr.  John  G.  Hoovd. 
residing  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  as  to  ibe 
arrest,  trial,  and  conviction  of  his  brother,  Dr 
John  Emilio  Houard,  (a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  by  birth  and  continued  choice,)  bjtbe 
Spanish  authorities  on  the  island  of  Ccbk 
I  move  that  it  be  printed  in  the  Globe,  ^^ 
that  it  also  be  printed  with  the  corregpondeiitt 
sent  to  tbe  House  on  last  Monday  bjtbeSeer^ 
tary  of  State  iq  reference  to  the  same  case. 
There  was  no  objection  ;  and  it  waa  orderw 
accordingly. 

The  statement  is  fls  follows : 

Phuadblfhia.  April  3. 151 

Louis  Houard,  the  father  of  Dr.  Houanl.  came » 
Philadelphia,  from  France,  in  1795.  He  va^  b<^ 
ralized  in  1S03,  not  1813,  aa  aUt«l  in  the  «i"^^t 
ence  of  the  State  Department;  (the  cerUficaUtfOB 
the  court  hac  been  aent  to  the  Secretary  of  bUK.- 
he  continued  to  reside  in  Pbiladepbia  ttoUi  »^? 
1822,  when  he  went  to  Cuba,  taking  his  &mn7«i;> 
him.  In  hie  feelings  and  sympathies. u;f*»*fj^ 
fact,  an  American  eitisen,  he  setUed  ti  ^^^r*' 
in  what  is  known  as  American  bosineN. «»  »■ 
tinued  shipping  the  products  of  the  i«JaadJ^^|; 
country, 
the  day 

new  him.  and  all  his  associations  vere  Uioi« » 
an  American.  It  has  lately  been  all«r^.^^  " 
held  some  office  under  the  Cuban  or  SpMn-^p^f 
•rnment,  but  there  is  no  truth  in  tbe>«rti«n' " 
any  bona  jWe  record  exists  of  his  hsnnf  *«<»•?; 
pointed  to  office  it  isoertain  he  never  accept^ '^^ 
dertook  to  discharge  the  duties  of  any  ".'•''J3..; 
his  advanced  years,  businees  oceQp«tioD9.  ipera^^ 
several  visits  made  by  him  to  the  Voii^  >^^ 
between  the  years  182 and  1828.  and  Mcltt»>«ir ;*^ 
eign  associations,  negative  the  idea  tbai  oe  ^^ 
have  been  considered  an  appropriate  p'"*  ^ 
appoint  to  such  an  office.  He  contioued  to  m  ^^ 
of  his  death  so  completely  a  foreigner  lo  ^^^f-Jv. 
so  entirely  unsuitad  to  bold  asr  local  o^^oe. »» ^ 
never  even  acquired  the  Spanish  buv^fli,  ..eh' 
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flively  with  AmerioAnt  and  other  forei^eni;  when 
he  had  busiueM  with  natives  ho  was  obliged  to  avail 
biuj>(-lfof  itn  interpreter  to  traneacl  it.  His  sons 
uiul  (lauffhters  were  edacated  in  the  United  States, 
bur  Mr:<.  Uouard  having  left  some  property  in  Cuba, 
hifl  tuuiily  or  some  of  them  remained  there  lor  a 
time  after  his /death,  and  some  of  them  married 
there. 

John  Emillo  Houard,  the  Dr.  Hoaard  in  Question, 
brother  of  Dr.  Uouard.  of  Pailadelphia,  who  makes 
this  Htiititinonl,  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  S^eptem- 
ber  o.  1815.  The  certificate  of  his  baptism  at  one  of 
the  churches  in  Phlladelphin,  on  November  16, 1816, 
ha.^  been  furnished  to  the  St4ite  Department.  He  ! 
vras  educated  in  the  United  States,  and  graduated 
from  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  Philadelphia, 
in  1^^,  alter  which  he  went  to  Cuba,  submitted  nim- 
•elf  to  the  examination  required  of  all  foreign  doe- 
tors  before  beiog  allowed  to  practice  medicine  in 
Cuba,  and  settled  in  Cienfaegos.  where  he  practiced 
■ledioioe  aud  afterward  married. 

He  always  claimed  to  be,  and  was  recognised  by 
all  who  kuew  him  as.  ao  American  citizen.  Iul8G8, 
or  early  in  1869.  on  the  first  apprehensions  of  polit- 
ical diflioulties,  several  Amerieans.  among  them 
Dr.  Houard,  applied  to  the  United  States  consul 
at  Cieufuegos  to  be  enrolled|  and  have  certificates 
it.*iucd  to  them  as  American  citizens. 

The  affidavit  of  Charles  Fox,  then  United  Statea 
consular  agent  at  Cienfuegos,  to  that  effect,  has 
bicii  sent  to  the  Department  of  State.  In  that  afii- 
dnvit  Mr.  Fox  further  states  that  he  knew  Dr. 
Uouard  well;  that  "ho  never  knew  him  to  act  or 
talk  otherwise  than  as  a  6<ma  fide  American  citi- 
len;"  that*  he  was  generally  known  as  an  Amer- 
ienu  citizen;  *'  that  "he  was  one  of  several  Ameri- 
euus  who  signed  an  application  to  me  [the  consul] 
t(i  have  an  American  man-of-war  sent  to  the 
port  of  Cienfaegos  for  the  protection  of  the  lives 
and  properties  of  American  citizens;''  and  finally, 
that  he  "never  had  any  knowledge,  information, 
or  intimation  of  his  taking  any  part  whatever  in 
political  matters  in  the  late  disturbaneea  in  Cuba." 

Too  Spanish  minister,  it  seems,  informs  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  that  Dr.  Hoaard  is  considered  to  have 
no  right  to  claim  Amerioaaeitisenship.  because,  "in 
addition  to  the  fact  that  his  father  renounced  his 
character  as  a  foreigner  b7  accepting  the  office  of 
police  commissioner,  the  circumstance  of  his  being 
provided  with  a  certificate  of  residence  as  a  Spanish 
citizen  at  the  time  when  the  law  in  relation  to  for- 
eit?n  citizenship,  of  July  4,  1870.  was  published  in 
the  CraMeta  de  la  Habana^  and  that  having  failed  to 
c<»mpiy  with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  it  would 
fecm  clear  that  Dr.  Houard  was  not  considered  an 
A  inorican  citizen." 

The  oop^  of  the  law  of  July  4, 1870,  said  to  have 
beeo  publiiihod  in  the  Gazeta  de  la  Uabana,  when, 
it  is  not  slated,  is  as  follows:  "Any  foreigner  re- 
.«>idiog  in  s  Spanish  colony  must,  in  order  to  be  con- 
sidered as  such,  in  accordance  with  this  law,  have 
bid  name  enrolled  in  the  list  of  foreigners,  which 
Khali  be  kept  by  the  superior  civil  Governor,  and 
in  that  of  the  consulate  of  bis  nation. 

A  nswerinff  these  aasertiona  in  the  order  they  are 
made: 

Firnt.  Dr.  Houard's  father  never  did  renonnoe 
hiji  American  oitisonship,  and  never  did  accept  the 
oiljce  of  police  commissioner.  Neither  be  nor  his 
Irteuds  are  accountable  for  what  the  records  of  any 
otiice  in  Cuba  may  be  made  to  say  on  the  subject  of 
bid  having  been  appointed  to  such  an  office.  But  no 
one  cau  truthfully  assert  that  he  ever  accepted  such 
orfu-e.  While  the  idea  that  a  man  who  first  visited 
Cuba  in  advanced  life,  spent  there  only  part  of  the 
l.i:^t  silz  and  a  half  years  of  a  long  life,  during  which 
bo  was  constantly  employed  by  private  business, 
aud  never  even  spoke  the  language  of  the  country 
ill  which  he  died  a  stranger  as  well  as  a  foreigner, 
renounced  his  foreign  citizenship  for  the  parpose 
of  accepting  the  office  of  police  commissioner,  is  so 
preposterous  that  no  better  evidence  of  the  weak 
mid  desperate  character  of  the  cause,  to  support 
which  such  an  assertion  is  deemed  necessary,  could 
well  be  adduced.  But.  supposing  it  were  tne  case 
that  the  father  of  Dr.  Houard  was  in  fact  a  Cuban 
j>oliceman  in  his  old  age,  with  or  without  au  inter- 
preter to  aid  him  in  the  discharge  of  bis  duties  as 
fiiuch,  and  that  to  qaalify  himself  for  that  important 
oihre  he  had  renounced  his  right  of  citizen  of  the 
L'uited  States,  how  would  that  afi'ect  Dr.  Houard? 
Would  he,  in  case  of  his  return  to  Philadelphia, 
where  be  was  born  at  a  time  that  bis  father  was 
a  naturalized  citiaenof  the  United  States,  be  obliged 
to  become  naturalized,  in  order  to  regain  his  birth- 
right 7  To  assume  thatsuoh  would  be  the  case  seems 
about  equally  reaaonable  with  the  assertion  that 
i>r.  Houard's  father  was  in  fact  a  Cuban  police- 
man in  his  old  age.  It  is  confidently  submitted  that 
neither  under  the  law  of  the  United  States  nor  that  of 
uny  other  civilized  country  can  a  native-born  citizen 
be  deprived  of  his  rights  as  such,  by  reason  of  his 
tutbcr  having  had  the  honor,  or  having  commit- 
ted the  tolly,  be  it  which  it  may,  of  becoming  a 
1><»1  iceman  under  the  Spanish  colonial  government 
<t\  Cuba.  The  writer,  son  of  the  same  parents  as  the 
Dr.  Houard  in  question,  has  exercised  the  rights  of  a 
citizen  in  his  native  city  of  Philadelphia  for  many 
years  past,  without  question  or  suspicion  on  his  part 
that  it  could  be  questioned. 

Stcond.  As  to  Dr. Houard's  havine  been  provided 
with  "a  certificate  of  residence  as  a  Spanish  citizen." 
tho  assertion  is  unfounded  in  fact.  It  is»  no  doubt, 
true  that  he  had  a  "eedula  devedndad,"  but  no  one 
acquainted  as  well  with  the  Spanish  language  and 
customs,  as  also  with  the  English  words  used,  can 
honestly  consider  the  Eoglisb  words  above  quoted 
»  correct  translation  of  the  Spanish,  or  lail  to 
understand  the  difference   between  the  ordinary 
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police  certificate  of  residence  which  the  local  con- 
stable or  parish  policeman  issues  alike  to  all  resi- 
dents within  his  district  or  parish,  whether  native 
or  foreigD,  with  a  certificate  of  Spanish  citizunehip. 
Prior  to  1871,  these  *'  eedulae  de  vecindad.*'  literally 
translated  "certificates  of  residence"  in  Cuba,  were 
of  the  same  form,  whether  issued  to  a  Spanish  sub- 
ject or  a  resident  foreigner.  Since  about  the  mid- 
dle of  1871  they  have  been  made  in  different  form  for 
foreigners  from  that  used  in  the  case  of  Spanish 
subjocts,  but  still  are  in  either  case  only  police  cer- 
tificates, showing  the  local  resiience  of  tho  person 
carrying  them.  In  the  eedula  de  veeindad  Dr.  Hou- 
ard bad,  his  name  was  inserted  as  a  native  of  the 
United  states  in  the  form  then  usual.  But,  besides 
thiii  cec/tt/a,  Dr.  Houard  had  with  him,  on  his  person, 
at  the  time  of  bis  arrest,  a  certificate  of  his  Amer- 
ican citizenship,  the  record  of  wnich  is  believed  to 
be  at  tho  consulate  at  Trinidad,  and  has  been  sent 
fot.  Of  this  fact  our  State  Department  has  been 
informed,  and  it  is  rather  strange  that  while  appear- 
ing to  attach  so  much  importance  to  the  eed%iM  de 
vtcindadt  an  importance  which  all  intelligent  Sj[>an- 
iards  must  know  not  to  be  legitimately  due  to  it,  as 
well  the  Secretary  of  State  as  the  Spanish  minis- 
ter, overlook  the  certificate  of  nationality  that  Dr. 
Houard  carried  with  him  at  the  very  time  of  his 
arrest. 

'Third.  Lastly,  it  is  charged  that  after  publication 
of  the  law  of  July  4, 1870,  in  the  Gazeta  de  la  Habana^ 
Dr.  Houard  did  not  enroll  himself  as  required  by 
that  law.  This  charge  is  equally  unfounded  with 
all  the  rest.  \¥hen  this  law  was  published  in  Havana 
is  not  stated,  and  is  not  known  to  the  writer.  It 
appears  from  the  text  of  the  seventh  article,  of 
which  the  Spanish  minister  sends  a  copy,  that  the 
law  is  applicable  to  all  Spanish  colonies,  showing  it 
to  be  a  law  enacted  by  the  home  Government,  and 
may  be  assumed  to  have  reached  Havana  some  time 
in  the  fall  of  1870.  Dr.  Houard  actually  registered 
himself  at  the  consulate  at  Cienfuegos  on  the  25ih 
day  of  November,  1870.  which  is  as  soon  as  it  is  at  all 
probable  that  the  Havana  publication  reached  Cien- 
fuegos. The  certificate  of  M.H.  Morris,  e.q.,  consul 
at  Cienfuegos,  of  this  registry,  is  at  the  State  Depart- 
ment, though  It  happens  to  be  also  overlooked  in  what 
purports  to  be  a  statement  of  facts  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  in  bis  letter  to  Vice  President  Colfax. 
Whether  Dr.  Houard's  name  is  or  is  not  enrolled 
"in  the  list  of  foreigners  which  shall  be  kept  by  the 
superior  civil  Governor,"  we  neither  know  nor  care. 
It  18  to  be  presumed  that  Consul  Morris  sent  the  list 
of  Americans  registered  at  his  ofiice  to  the  proper 
local  magistrate,  aud,  if  so.  the  name  of  Dr.  Houard 
should  be  found  on  all  lists  of  foreigners  maUefrom 
it,  wnether  by  the  superior  civil  Governor  or  by  any 
other  dignitary.  If,  however,  the  life  and  fortune 
of  Dr.  Houurd  depend  on  what  the  records  kept  by 
Spanish  employes  may  be  made  to  show  to  have 
been  done  or  left  undone  by  them,  the  attempt  to 

f protect  either  would  be  hopeless.  To  protect  his 
ifo  and  fortune  from  the  consequences  of  the  impo- 
sitions practiced  with  apparent  success  by  these  for- 
eign officials  is,  unfortunately,  theddty  which  exist- 
ing circumstances  devolves  on  his  friends. 

In  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  it  is  said 
that  "Dr.  Houard  has  resided  in  Cuba  the  greater 
part  of  his  life,  practicing  his  profession  as  a  citizen 
aud  surgeon.'*  If  by  practicing  his  profession  as  "  a 
citizen"  it  is  intended  to  imply  that  he  did  so  as  a 
Spanish  subject  or  so-called  Cuban  citizen,  the  state- 
ment is  unwarranted  and  unjust.  By  reference  to 
the  documents  in  his  office  the  honorable  Secretary 
has  learned  that  Dr.  Houard  has  always  passed  for 
and  lived  as  an  American,  that  his  practice  has  been 
principally  among  his  own  countrymen  and  other 
foreigners.  On  the  other  side,  the  letter  continues : 
"  He  or  his  father  enjoyed  what  were  supposed  to  be 
certain  privileges,  to  which  was  attached  the  right 
to  become  Spanish  subjects."  What  is  meant  by 
this,  or  what  the  assertion  is  based  on.  it  is  difficult 
to  imagine,  unless  the  Secretary  bos  so  far  been  im- 
posed upon  OS  to  assume  as  an  admitted  tyith  the 
false  assertion  that  the  father  of  Dr.  Houard  had 
been  a  Cuban  policeman,  and  therefore  entitled  to 
become  a  Spanish  subject;  but  if  this  were  so,  it 
would  not  affect  Dr.  Uouard.  Whether  it  was  he 
or  his  father  that  was  supposed  "entitled  to  enjoy'' 
the  great  privilege  referred  to  would  seem  a  some- 
what material  question.  The  letter  proceeds :  "  But 
Dr.  Houard  declares  that  bo  never  formally  accepted 
such  nationality,  and  never  renounced  his  nation- 
ality as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States."  Neither 
Dr.  Houard  or  any  friend  of  his  has  ever  declared 
that  he  never  formally  accepted  such  nationality. 
In  bis  name  his  friends  most  earnestly  protest  against 
such  a  statement,  and  challenge  the  production  of 
an  item  of  evidence  showing  that  he  ever  did.  wrote, 
or  said  anything  in  the  course  of  bis  lite  tending  to 
show  that  be  did  not  intend  to  liveand  die  an  Amer- 
ican citizen. 

The  letter  continues:  "Two  married. sisters  of  Dr. 
Houard  have  always  been  residents  of  Cuba,  and 
three  of  his  nephews  were  officers  of  the  patriot  or 
insurrectionary  army.  It  can  scarcely  be  denied 
that  these  circumstances,  in  some  degree,  justify  the 
Spanish  authorities  in  regarding  Dr.  lioaard  as  sub- 
jeot  to  their  jurisdiotion,  since,  on  the  other  hand, 
nothing  whatever  is  brought  forward  in  his  behalf 
to  illustrate  or  prove  his  assertion  at  any  time  of 
American  citizenship.  For  instance,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  he  interested  himself,  as  did  so  many  citi- 
zens at  home  and  abroad,  in  behalf  of  the  Union 
cause  during  our  own  war;  that  he  offered  bis  ser- 
vices as  surgeon  in  our  volunteer  army ;  that  he  sub- 
scribed to  any  of  the  war  charities ;  or  that  he  paid 
at  any  time  income  tax  or  other  tax  to  the  United 
States,  or  over  did  any  particular  thing  tending  to 
show  the  Spanish  authorities  that  be  did  not  con- 


sider himself  a  Spanish  subject,  or  to  show  this  Gov* 
ernment  that  he  did  regard  himself  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  until  his  recent  misfortune  occurred." 

Whether  two  of  his  sisters,  or  only  one,  are  resi- 
dents of  Cuba  might  be  considered  immaterial,  but 
as  the  Secretary  makes  the  statement  to  "  j  ustify  the 
Spanish  authorities  in  regarding  Dr.  Hoaard  as  sub- 
ject to  their  juribdiction."  it  is  but  proper  to  say  that 
ho  has  been  misinformed  as  to  the  fact.  But  one  of 
hi^  sisters  resides  in  Cuba;  his  other  married  sister 
resides  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  where  she  has 
resided  for  more  than  thirty  years  past.  The  charge 
that  three  of  his  nephews  were  officers  in  the  insur- 
gent army  is  true.  But  as  the  only  question  at  pres- 
ent is  one  of  the  nationality  of  Dr.  Houard.  and  not 
of  the  criminality  or  othorwise  of  the  act  of  his 
nephews,  admit  the  act  charged  against  theseyoung 
men  to  bo  indefensible,  yet  there  are  other  matters 
connected  with  them  more  pertinent  to  be  referred 
to  as  bearing  on  tho  nationality  of  Dr.  Houard  and 
bis  famify  than  the  fact  of  their  having  joined  the 
ranks  of  the  so-called  patriot  army.  Among  these 
are  the  facts  that  two  of  them  were  American  cit- 
izens, and  have  lived  in  the  Unit  ed  States  during 
the  greater  part  of  their  lives;  that  all  three  have 
repruxented  the  United  States  as  consuls  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  Cuba;  that  one  of  them,  Frederick  C. 
Cabada.  who  was  lately  taken  prisoner  and  immedi- 
ately executed  by  the  Cuban  authorities,  was  lieu- 
tenant colonel  ol  the  one  hundred  aud  fourteenth 
Pennsylvania  volunteers,  fought  for  bis  country 
during  the  whole  of  her  struggle  for  life,  was  taken 
prtiouer  at  Gettysburg,  spent  many  months  at  Libby 
prison,  lost  his  health  there,  and  yet,  on  being 
released,  again  went  into  active  service,  and  con- 
tinued to  fl/ht  for  his  country  until  the  end  of  the 
war;  and  that  another  of  these  nephews,  now  de- 
ceased, also  volunteered,  and  creditably  served  bis 
country  on  General  Humphries'  staff  during  the 
greater  part  of  the  war.  it  may  be  also  proper  to 
odd  that  two  other  nephews  of  Dr.  Houard,  lie  wis 
and  Edward  Uouard,  sous  of  the  writer,  served  in  the 
Union  Army. 

Dr.  Houard,  now  over  fifty -seven  years  of  age,  did 
not  himself  volunteer,  but  it  is  a  fact  known  to  all 
who  knew  him  that  he  was  enthusiastically  a  Union 
man  through  the  whole  war.  To  what  charities  he 
may  have  subscribed  the  writer  does  not  know;  it 
has  not  occurred  to  him  or  to  bis  friends  that  it 
might  become  necessary  to  furnish  proof  on  this 
point,  in  order  that  Dr.  Houard  might  have  the  pro- 
tection ofhis  country's  Government;  but  as  he  was  a 
man  of  liberal  views,  it  would  no  doubt  be  found,  if 
inquired  into,  that  he  was  charitable  in  proportion 
to  his  means.  Ho  certainly  was  most  decided  in  the 
expression  of  his  views  in  favor  of  the  Union  cause 
at  all  times.  It  is  very  probable  he  did  not  pay  in- 
come tax.  Few  Americans  residing  abroad  during 
the  war,  and  having  no  propcrtt^  in  tho  United  States, 
did  so.  or  supposed  themselves  called  on  to  do  so. 
Had  the  State  Department  caused  our  consuls 
abroad  to  inform  the  Americans  within  their  respect- 
ive jurisdictions  that  such  payment  was  expected 
of  them,  it  might  have  been  otherwise.  Such,  how- 
ever, was  not  the  case,  at  least  at  Cienfaegos. 

Though  tho  acts  of  some  of  Dr.  Houard's  nephews 
in  joining  the  insurgent  army  cannot  properly  be 
considered  to  any  extent  excusing,  much  less  justi- 
fying the  Cuban  aarhorities  in  regarding  Dr.  Hoaard 
us  subject  to  their  jurisdiction,  it  naturally  caused 
him  to  bo  suspected,  and  on  a  small  box  containing 
homoopathie  powders,  and  marked  with  his  nnme, 
being  found  in  the  poasession  of  an  insurgent  officer. 
Dr.  Houard  was,  in  December,  1870,  arrested.  This 
box  the  Secretary  o^  State  dignifies  by  the  name  of 
a  "medicine-chest."  and  adds  that  "from  other  evi- 
dence it  appears  this  was  not  the  only  instance,  but 
that  another  chest  marked  with  his  name,  and  ad- 
mitted to  have  once  belonged  to  him,  was  found  in 
another  captured  camp." 

What  this  "  other  evidence  "  is  the  writer  has  no 
idea.  He  never  beard  of  any  such  charge,  save  from 
the  letter  of  tbe  Secretary  of  State.  'Ihe  box,  the 
finding  of  which  caused  bis  arrest,  was  one  of  sev- 
eral boxes  containing  homeopathic  medicines,  which 
Dr.  Houard  imported  from  Philadelphia  a  consider- 
able time  before  tbe  breaking  out  of  the  insurrec- 
tion, and  sold  in  Cuba.  The  one  in  question  was  sold 
to  Felix  Bouyon,  then  in  the  employ  of  tbe  Spanish 
Government,  but  who  afterward,  on  the  brooking 
out  of  tbe  insarrection,  joined  the  insurgents. 

These  facts  cau  bo  readily  proved,  and  were 
proved  by  Dr.  Howard,  who  did  not  depend  on  a 

mere  declaration  that  the  medicine-chest  had  been 
parted  with  previous  to  the  outbreak  of  hostilities." 
The  very  fact  that  his  name  in  full  is  on  the  box  is 
conclusive  proof  that  it  was  not  parted  with  under 
circumstances  requiring  secrecy  or  sapposed  to  in- 
volvo  danger.  The  writer  hereof  is  prepared  at  any 
time  to  prove  that  some  years  before  the  insurrec- 
tion bis  brother.  Dr.  Houard,  sent  for  a  box  of  medi- 
cine ordered  by  Felix  Bouyon,  in  parsuanceof  which 
box.  no  doubt,  the  box  in  question  was  sent  by  the 
writer  to  Dr.  Houard,  with  the  name  of  the  latter  on 
it  as  usual. 

The  only  other  charges  made  acainst  Dr.  Hoaard, 
that  he  or  the  writer  ever  heard  of,  were  one  com- 
municated to  him  three  or  four  months  after  his 
arrest,  that  he  had  had  oommonloations  with  bis 
nephew,  Cabada,  abount  tbe  time  tbe  insurrection 
broke  out,  and  some  twenty  months  before  his  arrest. 
The  charge  was  made  on  the  statement  of  a  ser- 
vant of  Cabada,  who,  after  the  doctor's  arrest,  en- 
deavored to  extort  money  from  his  family;  and  fail- 
ing to  do  so,  tramped  up  this  false  and  entirely 
trifling  charge.  The  other  charge  was  that  he  at- 
tended a  banquet;  held  by  insurgents  and  insurgent 
sympatbiiers.  aa  to  which  Dr.  Uouard  proved  that 
at  too  time  bo  was  many  miles  distant  from  tha 
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place  where  the  banciuet  was  said  to  ha^e  been  held, 
and  it  further  appeared  that  no  such  banquet  was 
ever  held. 

No  doubt  Dr.  Hoaard  would  have  been  released 
from  prison,  instead  of  undergoing  the  form  of  trial 
by  court-martial,  in  December,  1871,  but  for  the  fact 
that  he  was  an  American,  and  had  claimed  protec- 
tion as  such  from  the  time  of  his  first  arrest.  In 
consequence  of  this  claim^  it  was  supposed  necessary 
to  hare  the  form  of  an  adjudication  to  the  effect  that 
he  was  guilty,  and  was  not  entitled  to  claim  to  be  an 
American  citizen,  in  order  to  prevent  bis  prosecut- 
ing a  claim  for  damages  for  false  imprisonment  bo- 
fore  the  joint  commission  at  Washington.  Hence 
Dr.  Houard  was  tried,  or  something  of  the  form  of  a 
trial  was  bad;  four  witnesses  were  examined,  whose 
testimony  was  well  known  to  be  unworthy  of  credit: 
three  were  of  notoriously  bod  character,  the  only 
one  having  any  pretense  to  character  being  Manuel 
Ma.  Capote,  who,  since  his  escape  from  Cuba,  has 
made  a  formal  affidavit,  which  has  been  furnished 
to  the  State  Department,  to  the  effect  that  he  was 
compelled  to  testify  as  he  did  under  the  fear  of  loss 
of  life  if  he  refused,  and  that  his  testimony  was  all 
false.  This  may  be  called  "an  ex  parte  declaration 
of  an  untrustworthy  witness,"  still  it  is  the  declara- 
tion of  the  principal  witness  on  whose  testimony 
Dr.  Houard  was  sentenced  tu  eight  years  hard  labor 
in  the  chain-gang  and  the  confiscation  of  all  his 
property;  a  sentence  worse  than  mere  death,  being, 
in  the  case  of  such  an  old  man.  entirely  equivalent, 
if  carried  out,  to  death  by  slow  torture. 

The  Spanish  authorities  have  up  to  this  time  re- 
fused to  furnish  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
court- martial.  When  furnished,  they  will  be  such 
as  they  consider  most  suitable  to  their  purpose.  No 
one  who  knows  anytbing  of  the  proceedings  of 
Cuban  authorities  and  court-martial  will  consider 
ibis  an  unwarranted  statement;  those  who  have  no 
special  knowledge  on  the  subject  have  only  to  recall 
the  public  occurrences  at  Htibana,  not  far  from  the 
same  date  of  this  court-martial,  where  a  number  of 
children  were  accused  of  violating  the  grave  of  a 
volunteer  by  breaking  the  monument  or  tomb.  The 
unbroken  moAument  and  uninjured  grave  remain- 
ing conclusive  proof  that  none  of  them  were  guilty 
of  what  had  in  fact  never  taken  place,  and  that  at 
most  the  children  had  committed  a  fault  deserving 
reprimand ;  yet  a  court-martial  composed  of  the 
highest  military  officers,  held  the  same  evening  that 
the  charge  was  made,  acting  under  the  pressure  of 
the  threat  of  personal  violence,  determined  to  mur- 
der several  of  the  children  that  very  night,  under 
the  form  of  judicial  execution,  and  selected  by  lot 
the  victims  against  whom  a  judgment  should  be  first 
rendered  as  port  of  the  Ibrmal  justification  of  the 
murder. 

Most  a  native-born  American  citisen,  of  whose 
nationality  there  is  not  a  particle  of  doubt,  based 
on  any  truthful  testimony,  or  on  any  testimony  not 
coming  from  Spanish  officials,  suffer  worse  than 
death  because  of  the  decree  of  such  a  court-martial? 

JOHN  G.  HOUARD.  M.  D.. 
No.  402  South  Broad  tlreet,  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  shall  move  to  auspeod 
the  nileSi  in  order  that  the  Committee  on  For- 
eign Affairs  ma^  be  allowed  to  report  at  any 
time  on  the  subject  embraced  in  the  preamble 
and  resolution,  which  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Whereas  from  information  now  in  the  possession 
of  this  House,  it  appears  that  Louis  Houard,  the 
father  of  Dr.  John  fSmilio  Houard.  was  born  in 
France  in  1795,  was  duly  naturalised,  according  to 
law.  as  acitisen  ol  the  United  States  in  1803,  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia  until  1822, 
when  he,  the  father,  went  to  Cuba  with  his  family. 
During  bis  stay  in  Philadelphia  on  the  5ih  of  Sep- 
tember. 1815.  the  said  John  Emilio  Houard  was 
born,  and  about  the  age  of  seven  years  was  taken  by 
bis  father  to  live  at  Cienfuegos.  Cuba.  While  there 
the  said  father  was  engaged  in  what  was  known  as 
American  business.  Ho  died  in  1828.  The  son  was 
educated  in  the  United  States,  and  graduated  at  the 
Jefferson  Medical  College,  in  said  city,  in  the  year 
1844,  alter  which  he  returned  to  Cuba  to  practice  his 
profession,  and  was  there  examined  and  permitted 
to  practice  medicioe  as  a  foreign  physician :  was 
always  recognised  as  an  American  citisen  and  always 
claimed  sucboitiBenship.  and  was  given  a  certificate 
by  the  Cuban  or  Spanish  authorities  in  strict  accord 
therewith.  That  in  18d8  or  early  in  1869,  he,  on  the 
breaking  out  of  political  troubles  on  the  island, 
applied  to  Mr.  Charles  Fox,  then  American  consul  at 
Cienfuegos.to  be  en  rolled.aod  a  certificate  was  issued 
to  him  by  Mr.  H.  M.  Morris,  on  November  25, 1870, 
as  an  American  citisen.  Dr.  Houard  never  did  re- 
nounce bis  nationality  of  birth,  and  never  did  accept 
the  Spanish  nationality;  and  whereas  it  further 
appears,  that  in  December,  1870,  the  said  Dr.  Hou- 
ard was  arrested,  and,  after  a  year's  confinement  in 
a  prison,  was  tried  and  convicted  of  giving  aid  and 
comfort  to  the  so-called  insurgent  cause  on  >aid 
island  against  the  Spanish  authorities;  that  he 
was  tried  by  a  military  court-martial  and  found 
guilty,  on  testimony  since  fully  acknowledged  to 
nave  been  untrue,  and  the  evidence  of  a  willlul  and 
designedly  perjured  man.  He  was  then  sentenced 
to  transportation  to  a  Spanish  penal  colony  on  the 
west  coast  of  Africa  for  a  term  of  eight  years,  and 
all  bis  property  confiscated.  It  further  appears  that 
since  his  arrest  and  imprisonment,  the  treatment  he 
has  been  subjected  to  was  brutal  and  cjruol,  and  in 
violation  of  the  modes  of  modern  warfare  as  now 
recognised  by  all  civilised  Qovommenis ;  Therefore, 

Btit  re«o/vc(^  That  in  tbejudgmentof  this  House 
the  said  Joha  £miiio  Houard  was  and  is  a  citisou  uf  > 


the  United  States  by  birth  and  continued  and  unin- 
terrupted choice,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  all  and 
every  protection  as  such  from  this  Government,  and, 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House,  the  President  should 
promptly  demand  his  unconditional  release,  and  the 
return  of  his  property  confiscated  to  him  as  legal 
owner,  and  furtner  demand  full  reparation  and  apol- 
opry  for  such  indignity  and  outrage  committed  on  a 
citisen  of  the  United  States  by  the  Spanish  author- 
ities in  Cuba. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  mo^e  that  the  resolu- 
tion which  has  been  read  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  A&irs,  with  leave  to 
report  at  any  time. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RANDALL  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REMOVAL  OF  DISABILITIK8. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  call  up  the  motion  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1935)  to  remove  the  disabilities  imposed 
by  the  fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion was  passed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TAXES  ON  JUDGKS'    8ALARIKS. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  move  that  the  rules  be  sus- 
pended, to  permit  the  introduction  and  pas- 
sage of  a  bill  to  provide  for  refunding  to  the 
several  United  States  judges  the  taxes  illegally 
collected  upon  their  salaries. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  authorizes  and  directs 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity  to 
the  provisions  of  section  forty-four  of  the  act 
of  June  30,  1864|  entitled  '*An  act  to  provide 
ways  and  means  for  the  support  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  for  other  purposes/'  to  cause  to  be 
refunded  to  the  judges  of  the  several  courts  of 
the  United  States  ail  taxes  which  have  been 
heretofore  levied  and  collected  or  retained 
from  them  out  of  and  on  account  of  their  offi 
cial  salaries  under  the  provisions  of  the  income 
laws  of  the  United  States,  the  same  having  been 
erroneously  and  illegally  exacted  and  collected 
from  them. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Will  the  gentleman  consent 
to  the  insertion  of  the  words  ^*and  of  the 
several  States?** 

Mr.  KERR.  I  would  do  so  with  great  pleas- 
ure but  for  the  fact  that  all  the  taxes  col- 
lected from  the  State  judges  have  already  been 
refunded.  So  have  the  taxes  collected  from 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Only  those  remain  unrefunded 
which  have  been  collected  from  the  circuit 
and  district  judges  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  VOOKHEES.  With  the  permission  of 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Kerr,]  I  desire  to  say  that 
I  think*he  is  mistaken  in  regard  to  the  ques- 
tion of  fact.  It  is  a  question  I  have  had  pre- 
sented to  my  mind  for  examination,  and  I 
presented  a  bill  to  this  House  for  the  purpose 
of  refunding  the  taxes  paid  by  State  judges. 
I  had  it  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, which  has  unanimously  agreed,  when 
it  is  called,  to  report  it  back  to  the  House,  the 
bill  being  just  such  as  has  been  indicated  by 
the  gentleman  from  MastiachuBetts,[Mr.  Hoar.] 

1  have  no  objection  at  all  to  the  bill  of  my 
colleague.  I  would  like  to  have  the  whole 
subject  acted  on  ;  if  not  now,  when  our  com- 
mittee  is  called 

Mr.  dIERR.  This  bitl  will  not  interfere  at 
all  with  the  bill  proposed  to'be  introduced  by 
the  Committee  on  th'e  Judiciary ;  and  I  wish 
to  add  in  relation  to  the  taxes  collected  of  the 
State  judges,  that  if  I  am  mistaken  in  the  state- 
ment that  they  have  all  been  refunded,  1  am 
not  mistaken  in  the  statement  that  the^  are  in 
process  of  refunding,  that  no  question  is  made 
against  the  legality  and  propriety  of  refunding 
them,  and  many  of  them  have  already  been 
refunded.  I  believe  also  that  a  law  of  this 
kiiid  in  reference  to  all  the  judges  is  entirely 
satjjj^fiHitpry  '\q  (Ue  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  1 


Mr.  VAN  TRUMP.  I  would  sii«[gest  to  xhi 
gentleman  from  Indiana  that  if  it  is  the  case 
as  he  states,  that  these  taxes  have  been  r-:- 
funded  to  the  State  judges,  the  qQeatioo  hu 
been  reconsidered. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  These  taxes  hare  b^:t 
refunded  to  the  judges  of  my  owd  State  withiQ 
the  last  two  weeks. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  think  my  friend  fromlodi 
ana  should  let  this  bill  go  to  the  Commiuer 
on  the  Judiciary  with  the  other  matter,  aod 
let  them  consider  it  and  have  it  all  in  os€ 
measure.  It  is  a  little  dangerous  introducinf 
bills  of  this  sort  and  passing  them  under  tit* 
previous  question. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  should  have  no  objection  vt 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judicia7 
if  that  committee  can  have  leave  to  report  it  ^ 
any  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objectioc, 
the  bill  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  ot 
the  Judiciary  with  that  understanding.  lbs 
Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  the  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  2248)  is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tb^ 
Judiciary,  with  the  right  to  report  it  back^ 
any  time. 

international  C0NORB3S. 

Mr.  KERR,  by  unaninaous  consent,  subini:- 
ted  the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read. 
considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Retolved,  That  when  the  sundry  ciTil  approi^ru- 
tioQ  bill  is  under  consideration  In  Commiuee  olija 
Whole  it  shall  be  in  order  to  entertain  an  aowbd- 
ment  providing  for  the  expenses  of  the  Unitod  ^taU9« 
commissioners  to  the  interoationai  cooffrass  oo  tLs 
prevention  and  repression  of  orime»  to  b«  held  vx 
London,  beffinoinf  July  3, 1872. 

ATCHISON,  TOPISKA,  AND  SANTA  FS  BAILBOAD. 

Mr.  TWICHELL.  The  CommiUee  on  th^s 
Public  Lands  failed  to  report  in  favor  of  a 
bill  extending  the  time  for  the  completion  of 
the  Atchison,  Topeka,  and  Santa  F6  railway 
on  Wednesday  last  for  want  of  ttnae.  I  move 
that  the  committee  be  authorized  to  report 
that  bill  on  Wednesday  of  next  week,  at  t«t> 
o'clock  p.  m. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.     I  must  object  to  that. 

Mr.  TWICHELL.  I  move  to  saspend  xke 
rules  so  as  to  authorize  the  committee  to 
report  the  bill  at  that  time. 

The  question  was  put;  and  there  were — 
ayes  84,  noes  39. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  As  this  bill  involves  a  vir- 
tual grant  of  some  two  million  acres  of  Und, 
I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  saspendi&g 
the  rules. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  there  were — 
yeas  88,  nays  63,  not  voting  94 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS  ~  Messrs.  Ames,  Averill,  Banks.  Bar- 
ber, Barry,  Beveridfe.  Biffby.  Oeor^e  M.  Brook*. 
Buckley,  Buffinton,  Benjamin  F.  Battvr,  Rodene< 
K.  Butler,  Caldwell,  Conger.  Cotton.  Dawes.  De 
Large.  Donnan,  Doz.  Dunnell,  Eames,  Farwel!. 
Frye,  Hale,  Harper,  Geonte  £.  Harris.  Uawt«7, 
Gerry  W.  Hatelton.  John  W.  Haselton,  Hooch t^a, 
Kelley,  Ketcham,  King,  Lamport,  Leach,  1j*jw«, 
Maynard,  McCormick,  McCrary,  Mcfienry,  HeJas- 
kin,  Mercur,  Merriam,  Memok,  Moore,  Morer. 
Morphis,  Palmer,  Hosea  W.  Parker.  Isaac  C.  Par- 
ker, Peck.  Pendleton,  Peters,  Piatt,  Poland,  Porter. 
Rainoy,  Rogers,  Rusk,  Sargent,  Sawyer,  Sbeldee. 
Sherwood,  Shoemaker,  Slater,  Worth  ington  C.  SauUi. 
Snapp,  Snyder.  Thomas  J.  Speer,  btarkweatb<T. 
Stottghton,  Stowell.  Swann,  Taffe.  Thomas.  Wa^^- 
ington  Townsend,  Twiohell,  Wakeman.  Walacs. 
Waldron,  Wallace.  Warren,  and  Well9--8S^ 

NAYS— Messrs.  Acker,  Adams,  Archer.  Arthur, 
Beatly,  Betl,  Bingham,  Bird.  Braxton,  Barebari. 
Cogblan,  Conner,  Cox,  Davis,  Duke,  Finketnburg. 
Forker.  Henry  D.  Foster,  Wilder  D.  Foster,  0»>U»- 
day,  Griffith,  Haldeman,  Handley,  Hanks.  Jobs  T. 
Harris.  Hay,  Herndon,  Hibbard,  Holman,  Keadii;. 
Kerr.  Lamison.  Lewis.  Manson,  McClellaod.  M^ 
Intyre.  McNeelv.  Benjamin  F.  Meyers,  Mitchell. 
Morgan.  Randall.  Read,  £dward  Y.  Rice.  JoHo  H. 
Rice.  EUU  H.  Roberu,  Shanks,  Shober.  H.  B«>arJ- 
man  Smith,  John  A.  Smith.  Spracae,  StevenKta. 
Strong,  Terry,  Tyner,  Upson^  Van  Tramp,  V«>of- 
hees,  Whitthome,  Willard,  Williams  of  InU^acs. 
John  T.  Wilson.  Winchester,  and  Yoan8r--63. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Amblorj  Bamam.  Beck. 
Biggs.  Austin  Biatr,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles,  fingbu 
James  Brooks.  Burdett,  Campbell,  Carroll,  William 
T.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke.  Cobb,  Cobom,  Comicgo. 
Crebs.  Creely.  Critcher,  Crocker,  Oroealand  Darraii. 
Dickey.  Da  Bose.  Dnell,  Eldredge.  Elliott.  Ely. 
Farnsworth.  Charles  Foster,  Garfield.  Qsumtt,  Uecz, 
Goodrich,  Halsey.  flambleton,  Haneoek,  Bmrmtt, 
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Harens,  Hays,  Henford,  Hill,  Hoar,  Hooper,  Kel-  < 
logg.  KilliDger,  KinBollo.  Lansine,  Lynch,  Mar- 
aball.  McGreir,  McKee,  MoKinney,  Monroe.  Leon- 
ard Myers,  Neeley.  Niblack,  Orr.Packard,  Packer, 
Perce.  Aaron  F.  Perry,  £li  Perry,  Potter,  Price, 
Priodle,  Ritchie,  William  R.  Roberts.  Robinson. 
Roosevelt.  Soofield,  Seeley,  Sessions,  Sbellabarger, 
81ocam,  Sloss,  R.  Milton  Speer,  Stevens,  Storm, 
St.  John.  Sutherland.  Sypher,  Dirifrht  Townsend, 
Turner.  Tuthill.  Vaughan,  Waddell,  Walls,  Wheeler. 
Whiteley,  Williams  of  New  York,  Jeremiah  M. 
Wilson,  and  Wood— M. 

So  (two  thirds  not  voting  in  favor  thereof) 
the  rules  were  not  suspended. 

PORT  HURON  AND  LAKK  MIOmOAN  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  BUNNELL.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
80  suspended  as  to  discbarge  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands  from  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  255)  confirming 
to  the  Port  Huron  and  Lake  Michigan  Rail- 
road Company  the  lands  heretofore  granted  to 
the  State  of  Michigan  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  from  Grand  Haven  to  Flint, 
and  thence  to  Port  Huron,  and  providing  for 
the  manner  of  issuing  patents  therefor,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
lands  heretofore  granted  to  the  State  of  Michi- 
gan to  aid  iu  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
trom  Grand  Haven  to  Flint,  and  thence  to 
Port  Huron,  shuil  be  confirmed  to  the  Port 
Huron  and  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Company, 
and  the  patents  therefor  shall  be  issued  to  said 
company  upon  the  certificate  of  the  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Michigan  that  the  said  com- 
pany has  completed  the  several  portions  of 
its  road  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  which  have  been  considering  this 
bill,  have  prepared  a  report  upon  it,  I  would 
like  to  have  it  read. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  There  is  no  report,  but 
1  have  here  a  statement  which  can  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

Port  Huron  and  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Com- 
pany. Case  on  application  for  confirmation  of  grant 
of  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  The 
lands  involved  were  originally  granted  by  Congress 
by  act  of  June  3, 1856,  to  the  State  of  Michigan,  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  a  line  of  road  between 
Grand  Haven  and  Port  Huron.  The  Legislature  of 
Michigan  conferred  the  grant  upon  the  Detroit  and 
Milwaukee  Railroad  Company  and  the  Port  Huron 
and  Milwaukee  Railway  Company.  The  amount 
of  land  is  about  thirty-five  thousand  acres.  The 
Detroit  and  Milwaukee  Railroad  Company  con- 
Btracted  its  line  bet>«een  Owasso  and  Urand  Haven 
within  the  time  limited  by  the  act  of  Congress,  but 
the  Guvernor  of  the  State  made  no  requisition  for 
the  lands,  as  by  the  terms  of  the  act  he  was  entitled 
to  do,  and  the  railroad  company  finally  declined  to 
receive  the  lands  upon  the  terms  imposed  by  the 
Legislature.  The  Port  Huron  and  Milwaukee  Rail- 
way Company  undertook  to  build  a  line  between 
Port  Huron  and  Owasso,  bat  failed  and  went  into 
liauidation. 

The  citizens  along  the  line  purchased  all  the 
|>r«>perty  of  that  company  and  the  franchises  of  the 
Port  Huron  and  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Company, 
and  organised  under  its  charter  in  1865.  The  gnmt  of 
lands  expired  by  limitation  in  1866.  The  difference 
in  the  name  of  the  organization  rendered  legisla- 
tion requisite  to  transler  the  grant  from  the  first- 
named  compaules  to  the  new  organization.  There 
ttre  only  biennial  sessions  of  the  Michigan  Legisla- 
t  ure.  and  between  the  date  of  the  new  organization 
sknd  the  Upjteof  the  grant  there  was  no  opportunity 
to  apply  for  the  necessary  legislation.  The  board 
of  control  of  railroad  lands  of  the  State  of  Michigan 
]:iave  unanimously  recommended  that  the  grant  be 
eonfirmed  to  this  company. 

The  Detroit  and  Milwaakee  Railroad  Company 
bare  also  recommended  that  its  proposed  share  in 
tbese  lands  be  applied  to  this  company.  That  com- 
pany (the  Detroit  and  Milwaukee)  clearly  earned 
tbede  lands,  but  surrendered  their  rights  to  a  com- 
pany building  a  road  upon  another  portion  of  the  line 
intended  tn  be  aided  under  the  act.  The  Port  Huron 
stod  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Company  is  the  only 
organization  that  can  legally  take  the  lands  and  use 
t.faem  in  the  construction  of  the  line  of  railroad  in- 
dicated in  the  act  of  Congress.  That  company  has 
fiiiishcd  sixty-six  miles,  and  are  now  completion 
tbe  remaining  portion  of  road  on  the  line  intended 
to  be  aided,  namely,  from  Grand  Haven  to  Flint, 
a-cd  thence  to  Port  Huron;  and  as  this  small  amount 
iii  all  that  can  be  realized  from  the  grant  to  aid  the 
State  in  building  a  road  on  the  line  proposed,  there 
iis  ^U9tice  in  confirming  it  to  a  company  completing 
tbis  link  in  the  line,  and  that  through  the  least  set- 
tled portions  of  the  line  where  the  Government  has 
Already  received  double  price  for  the  previously 
onsold  land  in  the  alternate  sections. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    I  understand  that  the  com- 


pany that  first  organized  failed  to  complete  the 
road)  or  declined  to  take  the  land  on  the  terms 
proposed  by  the  Legislature  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  CONGEE.  Tbe  company  that  first 
organized  completed  almost  one  hundred  miles 
of  road  within  the  time  prescribed,  and  the 
Governor  was  about  to  make  a  requisition  for 
the  land,  when  the  Legislature  of  Michigan 
imposed  a  tax  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  capi- 
tal of  the  company  tbat  should  take  this  land. 
The  company  declined  to  take  it  on  that  con- 
dition. Another  company  took  hold  of  the 
work,  expended  a  considerable  sum  upon  it, 
and  then  failed.  Then  the  citizens  bought  up 
tbe  two  charters,  organized  under  one  of  them, 
and  proceeded  to  finish  sixty-six  miles  of  the 
road. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Did  this  latter  company 
complete  enough  before  the  time  expired  to 
entitle  it  to  the  thirty- five  thousand  acres  of 
land? 

Mr.  CONGER.  It  completed  more  than 
enough  had  the  land  been  there ;  but  there 
was  not  this  amount  along  the  portion  of  the 
line  that  they  had  completed. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  How  much  land  has  the 
company  now  completing  the  road  already 
received  ? 

Mr.  CONGER.     Not  an  acre. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Does  this  land  lie  within 
the  limits  of  the  original  grant? 

Mr.  CONGER.  All  of  it,  and  it  has  been 
reserved  in  the  Land  Office  at  the  request  of  the 
united  Michigan  delegation  in  Congress,  be- 
cause in  justice  it  belongs  to  this  company. 
But  by  a  mere  change  of  name  in  its  organiza- 
tion, there  is  needed  an  act  of  Congress  to  con- 
firm the  title  to  this  land  which  has  lapsed.  I 
have  here  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  control 
of  the  State  of  Michigan,  which  is  composed 
of  the  Governor  and  other  State  officers,  in 


which  they  urge  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
"     ^      ^j 

tion  read? 


Mr.  HOLMAN.     Will  you  have  the  resolu- 


Mr.  COX.  Does  the  gentleman  propose  to 
debate  this  bill  ? 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  any 
debate  upon  it.  This  is  but  a  small  pittance 
of  land,  which  will  go  to  citizens  alone  and  to 
no  monopoly. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Do  I  understand  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  unanimously 
recommend  this  bill  as  equitable? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  do  not  say  that  the 
committee  were  unanimous  in  reporting  tbe 
bill ;  but  by  a  vote  of  the  committee  I  have 
been  directed  to  report  it,  and  it  is  in  my 
hands  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Did  the  committee  agree 
to  the  report  on  the  ground  that  this  company 
is  equitably  entitled  to  this  grant? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  Yes,  sir.  The  committee 
have  directed  me  to  report  the  bill  t)n  the. 
ground  that  this  company,  although  bearing  a 
different  name  from  tbe  one  named  in  the 
original  legislation  of  the  State,  has  built  the 
road  in  good  faith  and  is  really  entitled  to  the 
grant. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  I  understand  that 
if  other  corporations  had  gone  on  and  com- 
pleted the  road  on  the  same  terms  they  would 
have  been  entitled  to  the  grant,  if  they  had 
done  it  within  the  same  time? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  So.  that  the  committee 
think  the  equity  of  the  case  is  in  favor  of  this 
company? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.    Yes,  sir. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Minnesota,  [Mr. 
DuNNELL,]  to  suspend  the  rules  and  pass  the 
bill. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  making  this 
motion  will  allow  me,  X  would  like  to  offer  an 
amendment  repealing  all  these  grants.  They 
are  so  confused  that  if  we  are  to  sanction  any 
of  them  we  ought  to  begin  de  novo.  1  do  not 
understand  that  this  grant  stands  on  any  bet- 
ter ground  than  any  other. 


The  SPEAKER.  No  amendment  is  in  order 
except  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.    lobjecL 

Tbe  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  DuNNELL,  to  suspend  the  rules  in  order 
to  pass  the  bill,  there  were — ^ayes  67,  noes  44; 
no  quorum  voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Dunneli* 
and  Mr.  Cox  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  72,  noes  62. 

So  (two  thirds  not  having  voted  in  favor 
thereof)  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rules  was 
not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  have 
leave  to  report  this  bill  at  a  time  when  I  may 
have  an  opportunity  to  make  an  explanation, 
if  after  such  statement  the  House  should  not 
see  the  justice  of  passing  the  bill,  I  shall  have 
nothing  more  to  say.  I  did  not  dream  that 
there  would  be  a  single  objection  to  this  roeas* 
ure.  This  company  has  earned  these  lands 
long  agu. 

Mr.  COX.  I  understand  this  to  be  like  all 
other  grants.  There  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
company  '*  earning ''  these  lands. 

The  SPEAKER.  As  the  Chair  understands, 
the  request  of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
[Mr.  ConoebJ  for  unanimous  consent  is 
objected  to. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  move  to  suspend  the  rules 
in  order  to  allow  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  to  report  this  bill  on  next  Thursday 
after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  can  obtain  from  the  Commissioner 
of  Public  Lands  a  statement  showing  the 
equity  of  this  case  the  bill  would  stand  in  a 
very  different  position  from  what  it  does  now. 
We  ought  to  have  an  official  statement  ou 
which  we  might  act  with  safety. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  move  that  the  House 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  that  the 
motion  to  adjourn  will  not  be  agreed  to.  I  desire 
to  report  back  from  the  Committee  on  Appro- 

f)riation8  the  Senate  amendment  to  tbe  legis- 
ative,  executive,  and  judicial  appropriation 
bill,  and  to  ask,  after  some  other  business  has 
been  transacted,  that  we  go  into  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  act  upon  those  amendments. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  it  was  not  agreed  to,  there  being — 
ayes  58,  noes  71. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Michigan 
[Mr.  Conger]  to  suspend  the  rules  so  as  to 
allow  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  report 
this  bill  next  Thursday  after  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  COX.  I  object  to  that.  We  have 
enough  business  already  before  the  House. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Conger,  there  were — ayes  79,  noes  45. 

Mr.  CONGER  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered  ;  and  Mr.  Conger  and 
Mr.  Holm  AN  we^e  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  79,  noes  49. 

So  (two  thirds  not  having  voted  in  favor 
thereof)  the  motion  of  Mr.  Conger  was  not 
agreed  to. 

JAMBS  0.  p.  BUBNSIDB. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  I  move  that  the 
rules  be  so  suspended  that  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  may  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  309)  au- 
thorizing tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
refund  certain  moneys  to  James  O.  P.  Burn- 
side,  and  that  the  bill  be  passed. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  empowers  and 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to 
James  0.  P.  Burnside,  out  of  any  money  not 
otherwise  appropriated  by  law,  the  sum  of 
$G,78d  79,  being  the  one  fourth  part  of  the 
proceeds  of  two  lots  of  cotton  sold  in  New 
York  in  the  year  18G5,  by  H.  A.  Risley,  super- 
vising   special  agent  of   the  United  States 
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Treasury^  said  cotton  ha^'mg  been  purchased 
by  the  said  Jumes  O.  P.  Burn  side,  in  the  State 
of  North  Carolina,  for  delivery  under  a  con- 
tract made  in  December,  1864,  between  Burn- 
side  and  Risley,  supervising  special  agent  of 
the  United  States  Treasury,  in  pursuance  of 
an  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  2,  1864, 
entitled  '*  An  act  in  addition  to  the  several  acts 
concerning  commercial  intercourse  between 
loyal  and  insurrectionary  States,  and  to  provide 
for  the  collection  of  captured  and  abandoned 
property,  and  the  prevention  of  frauds  in 
States  declared  in  insurrection,''  one  fourth 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  cotton  having 
been  withheld  by  H.  A.  Risley,  and  by  him 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  was  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  was  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the  Pri- 
vate Calendar  on  the  point  of  order  that  it 
contained  an  appropriation.  The  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  who  reported 
the  bill  from  the  Committee  of  Claims  is  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  ou  the 
Private  Calendar  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill,  and  that  it  be 
now  passed. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  think  we  should  have 
some  explanation  of  the  bill  before  we  take 
any  such  action. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  desire  to  state  in  a  few  words  that  (jensral 
Burnside,  this  claimant,  was  a  loyal  soldier  in 
the  military  service  from  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  to  the  battle  of  Gettysburg.  Being 
disabled  in  that  battle,  he  was  appointed  in 
the  confidential  service  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment.  He  was  given  the  first  certificate 
under  the  act  of  July,  1864,  allowing  the  pur- 
chase of  cotton  in  the  rebel  States  to  supply 
the  want  of  our  manufacturing  interests.  By 
that  act  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
instructed  to  issue  regulations  for  conducting 
the  business,  to  be  approved  by  the  President. 
Those  regulations  were  made,  and  the  execu- 
tive order  issued  by  the  President,  but  by 
reason  of  the  neglect  of  the  Secretazy  of  the 
Navy  to  promulgate  that  executive  order  it 
was  not  received  by  Commander  Macomb, 
commanding  the  squadron  in  Albemarle  sound. 
General  Burnside's  cotton  was  seized,  his  agent 
arrested  without  any  sort  of  an  imputation 
against  him ;  his  cotton  was  sold  at  a  loss  to 
him  of  upward  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars. 
Twenty-five  per  cent,  of  the  proceeds  of  that 
cotton  are  now  in  the  Treasury.  This  claim 
was  critically  examined  in  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  I  beg  to  remind  the  House  there 
are  no  more  faithful  guardians  of  the  Treasury 
in  the  House  than  there  are  upon  that  commit- 
tee.    I  hope  the  House  will  pass  the  bill. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  on  the 
Private  Calendar  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  it  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ; 
and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ANACOSTIA  AND  POTOMAO  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  COTTON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  report  frpm  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2247)  giving 
the  approval  and  sanction  of  Congress  to  the 
termini  route  of  the  Anacostia  and  Potomac 
River  railroad,  and  to  regulate  its  construc- 
tion and  operation. 

There  was  no  objection  ;  and  the  bill  was 
received  and  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  first  section  provides  that  the  approval 
and  sanction  of  Congress  is  hereby  given  to 
the  construction,  operation,  and  maintenance 
of  a  street  railroad  by  the  Anacostia  and  Poto- 
mac River  Railroad  Company,  of  Washington 
city.  District  of  Columbia,  a  company  duly 
incorporated  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  May 
5,  1870,  along,  upon,  and  over  the  following 
route  in  the  city  of  Washin^n,  District  of 
Columbia,  namely,  commencing  for  the  east- 
ern terminus  of  said  road  at  or  near  the  north- 


ern end  of  the  Navy- Yard  bridge,  in  said  city, 
on  Eleventh  street  east;  thence  upon  and 
along  said  Eleventh  street  east,  to  M  street 
south;  thence  upon  and  along  said  M  street 
south  to  Third  street  east;  thence  upon  and 
along  said  Third  street  east  to  N  street  south  ; 
thence  upon  and  along  said  N  street  south  to 
Water  street;  thence  upon  and  along  said 
Water  street  to  Twelfth  street  west;  thence 
upon  and  along  said  Twehth  street  west  to 
Ohio  avenue ;  thence  along  and  upon  said  Ohio 
avenue  to  Fourteenth  street  west;  thence 
along  and  upon  said  Fourteenth  street  west  to 
the  western  terminus  of  said  road  at  the  inter- 
section of  Pennsylvania  avenue  and  said  Four- 
teenth street  west,  conforming  to  the  grades  of 
said  streets  and  avenues,  as  the  same  are  now 
or  may  hereafter  be  established  by  law. 

The  second  section  provides  that  in  the 
matter  of  laying  their  tracks  and  furnishing 
accommodations  for  the  public  said  company 
shall  be  under  the  control  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  that  they  shall  pave  their  tracks  and  the 
spaces  between  them,  and  for  the  space  of  two 
feet  beyond  the  outline  thereof,  and  keep  the 
same  in  good  order  without  expense  to  the 
United  States  or  the  District  of  Columbia; 
and  that  said  pavement  shall  be  as  prescribed 
by  said  Board  of  Public  Works;  and  that  the 
rate  of  fare  to  be  charged  and  received  by  said 
company  shall  not  exceed  five  cents  a  passen- 
ger xor  any  distance  between  the  termini  of 
said  road. 

The  third  section  provides  that  Congress 
may  at  any  time  modify  oc  repeal  this  act. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  r.ead  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  COTTON  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

R.  NELSON  GBRB. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan, 
by  unanimous  consent,  House  bill  No.  1228, 
with  Senate  amendments,  was  taken  from  the 
Speaker's  table. 

The  amendments  were  read,  as  follows: 

In  line  two  strike  oat  the  word  "directed"  and 
insert  the  word  *'  authorised." 

In  lines  biz  and  seven  strike  out  the  word  "  there- 
from "  and  insert  **  from  farther  liability  under  the 
same;  this  not  to  authorise  the  payment  of  any 
percentage  retained  or  dae  upon  the  work  already 
done  as  security  for  the  performance  of  the  con- 
tract." 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan.  I  move  that 
the  House  non-concur  in  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  and  ask  for  a  committee  of  confer- 
ence. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CHARLES  F.  TBAGT. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  that 
the  bill  (U.  R.  No.  646)  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  F.  Tracy  be  taken  from  the  Private 
Calendar  and  passed.  The  bill  was  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Cal- 
endar on  my  objection. 

There  was  no  objection  ;  and  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Calendar  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  546)  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  F.  Tracy,  and  the  same  was  brought 
before  the  House  for  consideration. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  appropriates  $14,650, 
out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Ireasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  to  enable  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  indemnify  Charles  F.  Tracy  for 
losses  by  depredations  committed  by  Apache 
Indians  in  May,  1870. 

Mr.  HOLM  A  N.  Has  that  bill  been  reported 
by  any  committee? 

Mr.  HOAR.  It  was  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  and  was  sent  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  Private  Cal- 
endar on  my  objection,  which  I  now  withdraw. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 


.read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed. .:  u 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  xt^Kr 

Mr.  HOAR  moved  to  reconsider  ibe  vi> 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  mo^. 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  bud  oo  l- 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RBLIKP  OF  PRKSMPTION  SETTLRXS. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  that  the  rules^* 
suspended,  and  that  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  liit^ 
for  the  relief  of  aged  or  infirm  preeopu*. 
settlers  be  passed. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  iDcasr! 
where  sickness,  infirmity,  or  great  age  reoden 
it  difficult  for  preemption  claimantg  to  aixii 
before  the  local  land  offices  to  make  afBd&Tii 
in  preemption  cases,  such  affidavits  oi&j  be 
made  before  any  officer  authorized  to  tAmv.- 
ister  oaths,  and,  on  being  filed  in  the  !^i 
office,  shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  u 
if  taken  by  the  officers  thereof;  and  effect  fbil 
be  given  to  this  act  by  regulations  to  be  prr 
Rcribed  by  the  Commissioner  of  the  Geo^nl 
Land  Office. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  should  like  to  hear  tk! 
bill  read  again  ;  I  think  it  applies  to  preer^- 
tors  only,  and  not  to  homesteads. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  It  applies  to pregmptori 
But  I  have  no  objection  to  extending italioo 
homesteads. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  have  the  \£^ 
again  reported. 

The  bill  was  afirain  read. 

Mr.  McCORMlCK,  of  Missonri.  U^ 
suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Califoniis  [h. 
Sargent]  the  propriety  of  applying  the  pro- 
visions of  his  bill  to  all  homestead;}. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  think  myself  that  liar 
would  be  very  proper,  but  it  would  takesoaw 
time  to  modify  the  bill  so  that  it  sboald  li&<' 
that  application.  I  prefer  that  the  bill  shocii 
pass  as  it  is. 

Mr.  McCORMlCK,  of  Missouri.  Ihavtr.:- 
objection  to  the  bill.  Only  I  think  thai  'i 
application  should  be  extended. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  (two  thirds  TOtifif 
in  favor  thereof,)  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

OOMMI8SIONBR8  01  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  I  mofe  to  m- 
pcnd  the  rules,  to  allow  a  joint  rewlcti  s 
relating  to  the  commissioners  of  claims.  »fi- 
pointed  under  act  of  Congress,  approved  M»rfh 
8,  1871,  to  be  reported  from  theUommitteeel 
Claims,  and  passed. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read.  It  nm 
izes  the  commissioners  of  claims  appwajfJ 
under  the  act  of  Congress  approved  Marcb'. 
1871.  entitled  "An  act  making  appropnatiofts 
for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  year  eni 
ing  June  30,  1872  and  for  other  purpo8«t  ^'^ 
make  further  reports  of  their  proceedings  under 
said  act  whenever,  in  their  judgment,  thej 
shall  deem  it  expedient  or  advisable  to  do  f- 

The  rules  were  suspended,  (two  thirds  ham? 
voted  in  favor  thereof;)  and  the  joint  rtfw 
tion  (H.  R.  No.  131)  was  received  and  pas«<t 

THOMAS  P.  SPKNCKR. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Some  time*  since,  on» 
point  of  order  made  by  the  gentleman  frD« 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Hoar,]  on  a  bill  app"^ 
priating  $100  for  the  use  of  a  horse  taken  m 
appropriated  for  the  public  service  dano?  * 
raid  into  the  North,  it  was  taken  from  '-^ 
House  and  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the « ac.e 
on  the  Private  Calendar.  The  gentleman  ^^ 
MassachuseUs  having  withdrawn  b«« J^'i'^, 
tion,  I  move  that  the  rules  be  suspended.*- 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  ihej  ' 
vate  Calendar  be  discharged  from  th«  tart^': 
consideration  of  the  bill  (fl.  B.  No.  V^f  •- 
the  relief  of  Thomas  R  Spencer,  of  l^^^ 
and  that  the  same  be  passed. 

The  bill  was  read.     It  authorizes  w^  dir« 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  to  i^^°r 
F.  Spencer,  of  Indiana,  out  of  any  tnooey  »^ 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropnatea, 
sum  of  $100,  for  one  horse  taken  and  %??^ 
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priated  to  the  service  of  the  United  States  by 
troops  under  the  command  of  General  Hobson 
on  the  13th  day  of  July,  1863. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  (two  thirds 
voting  in  favor  thereof})  and  the  bill  was 
passed. 

UNIFORM  RATES  OV  TRANSPORTATION. 

Mr.  KENDALL,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No.  2249)  to  require 
uniform  charges  for  transporting  freight  and 
passengers  by  the  railroad  compcmiea  and 
other  common  carriers,  and  to  prevent  and 
punish  unjust  discrimination  in  favor  of  or 
against  particular  persons  or  places;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

RBPRBBBNTATIYBS  OF  OKOROS  FISHBB. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  I  move  that  the  rules  be 
suspended  to  allow  the  introduction  and  pas- 
sage ofabill  to  prevent  an  aj^propriation  therein 
mentioned  from  lapsing  m  consequence  of 
delay  in  adjustment. 

The  bill  was  read  for  information.  It  au- 
thorizes and  directs  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
carry  out  the  award  of  the  Department  made 
in  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved June  1,  1860,  in  favor  of  theneirs  and 
legal  representatives  of  George  Fisher,  de- 
ceased, for  military  spoliations  by  United 
States  troops  during  the  war  of  the  Creek 
Indians,  and  provides  that  the  appropriation 
contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  original  act 
passed  for  the  relief  of  the  claimants,  approved 
April  12,  1848,  shall  not  be  allowed  to  lapse 
in  consequence  of  delay  in  adjustment,  but  that 
the  same  is  reSnacted  and  made  available,  any 
law,  resolution,  rule,  or  regulation  of  any 
Executive  Department  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

LEOISLATIVB^  BTC,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  must  object 
to  that ;  it  is  a  claim  twenty -four  years  old.  I 
cannot  yield  for  a  motion  to  suspend  the  rules 
and  pass  it.  I  move  that  the  House  resolve 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1060)  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judi- 
cial expenses  of  the  Government  for  the  year 
ending  June  80,  1878,  and  for  other  purposes. 
I  also  move  that  all  general  debate  shall  close 
upon  the  said  amendments  in  one  minute  after 
the  committee  shall  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  same. 

The  motion  to  close  debate  was  agreed  to. 

LEAVB  OF  AB8BNCB. 

By  unanimoDS  consent,  leave  of  absence  was 
gnranled  to  Mr.  Farksworth  for  one  week. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  of  absence 
was  granted  to  Mr.  Crebs  for  two  weeks,  on 
account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

SURYBTOB  QBMBRAL  OF  NBW  UBXICO. 

By  unanimous  consent,  sundry  papers  from 
the  surveyor  general's  office  of  New  Mexico, 
which  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Private  Land  Claims,  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

LEGISLATIVE,  ETC.,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  that  the  House  re- 
solve itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  State  of  the  Union ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Whbelbr  in  the  chair,)  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  amend- 
znents  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  K.  No. 
1060}  making  appropriations  for  the  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 
1873,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Clerk  proceedea  to  read  the  amend- 
meat3  of  the  Senate. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  is  impossible  for  us  to 
tell  what  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  are. 

Mr.  GAKFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  suggest  that 
the  Clerk  read  the  amendments  in  oraer,  and 
unless  there  be  objection  wherever  the  recom- 
mendation is  for  concurrence,  it  shall  be  under- 
stood that  concurrence  is  had,  so  that  when  an 
amendment  is  read  in  which  the  committee 
recommends  concurrence  and  no  vote  is  asked 
upon  it,  it  shall  be  considered  as  concurred  in. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
that  order  will  be  pursued.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  com- 
mittee will  allow  me,  I  will  say  a  word  before 
we  pass  to  the  next  amendment  This  bill 
came  back  firom  the  Senate  with  ninety- three 
amendments.  The  committee  recommend 
concurrence  in  twenty-nine  of  those  amend- 
ments. Thev  recommend  non-concurrence  in 
fifty- nine.  We  recommend  concurrence  with 
amendments  in  five  others. 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
and  read  to  the  end  of  the  seventh  amendment 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Before  theeiehth 
amendment  of  the  Senate  is  read,  I  am  author- 
ized to  offer  the  following  amendment,  so  as 
to  make  the  bill  conform  to  what  has  been  done 
heretofore : 

In  lines  forty-five  and  forty-iiz,  after  the  word 
"dollars."  in  line  one  hundred  and  forty-five,  amend 
so  that  the  clause  will  read,  "clerk  at  Speaker's 
table  at  |5  76  per  day,  and  private  secretary  to  the 
Speaker  $2,102  40." 

That  si  m  ply  takes  out  the  per  diem  and  makes 
it  an  annual  salary. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  eighth  amendment  was rea?d,  as  follows: 
Insert  after  the  followinf  clause,  **  Sergeant-at- 


Arms,  $4,320/*  this  proviso : 
Provided,  That  f 


hereafter  heshall  receive,  directly 
or  indirectly,  no  fees  or  other  compensation  or 
emolument  whatever  for  performing  the  duties  of 
the  office,  or  in  connection  therewith,  otherwise 
than  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  M A YNABD.  Is  not  this  the  law  now  ? 
My  impression  is  that  in  the  last  Congress  we 
passed  a  law  of  this  kind,  which  has  been 
operating  ever  since. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  My  impression 
is  that  it  is  the  law  now,  but  in  order  to  make 
it  perfectly  certain  we  thought  we  would  agree 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  amendment  was  read : 

Insert  the  following : 

And  the  compensation  of  the  foreman  of  printing 
and  the  foreman  of  binding,  at  the  Gk^vernmeot 
Printing  Office  shall  be  $2,100,  to  commence  on  the 
Ist  of  July,  1872.  and  a  sum  sufficient  to  pay  the 
increase  of  salary  hereby  provided  is  hereby  appro- 
priated oat  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mend noD -concurrence  in  the  amendment  of 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  This  is  the  first 
of  a  class  of  amendments  made  by  the  Senate 
to  this  bill  which  relate  to  salaries.  A  large 
number  of  the  Senate  amendments  propose 
changes  in  salaries.  If  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  is  inclined  to  raise  salaries  in  this  bill, 
there  ia  probably  no  more  meritorious  case 
than  the  two  named  in  this  amendment.  The 
Committee  on  Appropriations  have  recom* 
mended  non- concurrence  in  all  the  various 
amendments  throughout  this  bill  that  propose 
an  increase  of  salaries  If  we  are  going  to 
non-concur  generally  in  those  amendments, 
this  amendment  should  also  be  non-concnrrea 
in  with  the  rest.  Ifl  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  intend  to  increase 
salaries,  I  think  the  increase  asked  for  in  this 
amendment  is  probably  as  reasonable  and  just 
as  any  in  the  wnole  bill.  But  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  will  not  concur  in  it. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  Is  this  increase  recom- 
mended by  the  Secretary? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  believe  it  is 
recommended  not  by  the  Secretary,  but  by  the 


Public  Printer,  and  very  urgently  recommended 
by  him. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  I  think  that  where  the 
Department  recommends  an  increase,  with 
their  knowledge  of  all  the  facts  of  the  case, 
we  should  regard  their  recommendation. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  non-coii' 
curred  in. 

The  twenty-fifth  Senate  amendment  was 
read,  as  follows : 

After  the  words  **  for  publishing  the  laws  in  pamph- 
let form.  $12,000,"  insert  "and in  newspapers SSO,000: 
Provided,  That  all  laws  recmiring  the  pablication  of 
the  laws  and  treaties  in  newspapers  are  hereby 
repealed." 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mend concurrence  in  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  with  an  amendment  to  strike  out  the 
words  ''in  newspapers  $60,000;  provided, 
that ;"  so  that  it  will  read,  '*and  all  laws  requir- 
ing the  publication  of  the  laws  and  treaties  in 
newspapers  are  hereby  repealed.*' 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  hope 
we  will  not  amend  this  bill  by  putting  in  it 
legislation  which  shall  repeal  the  law  requir- 
ing the  publication  of  laws  and  treaties  in 
newspapers.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment ot  the  Senate  by  striking  out  the  proviso, 
which  reads  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  all  laws  requiring  the  pablication 
of  the  laws  and  treaties  in  newspapers  are  hereby 
repealed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  not 
to  reawaken  the  discussion  upon  this  subject, 
but  simply  to  say  that  after  all  the  discussion 
which  has  been  had  in  the  House,  an  oppor- 
tunity is  now  presented  by  this  Senate  amend- 
ment to  vote  upon  the  question  of  continuing 
the  laws  now  in  force  requiring  the  printing 
of  laws  and  treaties  in  the  newspapers.  If 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  shall  be  con- 
curred in,  with  the  amendment  recommended 
by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  the 
laws  requiring  the  printing  of  statutes  and 
treaties  in  newspapers  will  be  repealed.  The 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butlbb]  leaves  the  laws 
in  force,  and  appropriates  $60,000  to  pay  for 
that  publication. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  with- 
draw my  amendment,  so  that  my  colleage  [Mr. 
Hoar]  may  renew  it. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  renew  the  amendment.  I 
desire  to  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  [Mr.  Garfield]  what  seems 
to  me  to  be  a  very  important  question ;  and 
that  is  whether  his  committee  approve  the  pol- 
icy of  permitting  the  Senate  to  amend  appro- 
priation bills  by  inserting  new  legislation.  I 
am  perfectly  aware  that  the  rules  of  the  Senate 
and  their  practice  have  heretofore  permitted 
that  to  be  done.  But  I  am  also  aware  that  my 
colleague,  [Mr.  Dawes,]  the  late  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  in  the  last 
House,  expressed  his  profound  disapprobation 
of  that  policy. 

Now,  the  e£feot  of  concurring  in  this  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  as  recommended  by  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  is  to  permit 
the  Senate  to  force  the  House  to  pass  that 
which  they  do  not  approve,  or  leave  the  Gov- 
ernment in  a  condition  in  which  its  ordinary 
functions  cannot  be  performed.  The  Senate 
will  be  permitted  to  do  with  appropriation  bills 
what  the  House  will  not  by  its  own  rules  per- 
mit itself  to  do.  The  House  has  adopted  a 
rule  that  no  new  legislation  in  an  appropria- 
tion bill  shall  be  proposed  by  even  its  own 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  thinking  that  it 
is  unfit  that  any  matter  of  new  legislation  shall 
be  considered  under  the  bias  of  the  fact  that  if 
it  does  not  do  so  the  appropriaton  bill  may 
fail. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  House  should 
not  permit  itself  to  entertain  or  consider  favor- 
ably any  amendment  put  upon  an  appropria- 
tion  bill  in  the  other  branch  which  it  refuses  to 
allow  one  of  its  own  members,  or  even  one  of 
its  own  committees  to  propose.    I  believe  that 
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in  the  last  House  mj  colleagae  [Mr.  Dawes] 
opposed  all  such  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
except  one  or  two  which  he  specially  liked. 

Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  Wisconsin.  Let  me 
inquire  of  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  whether  the  House  has  not, 
at  an  earlier  stage  of  the  session,  when  this 
subject  was  under  discussion,  refused  to  adopt 
this  very  amendment? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  House  has 
refused  to  suspend  the  rules  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  to  insert  the  amendment;  but  the  major- 
ity of  the  House  has  been  in  favor  of  this  propo- 
sition every  time  we  have  had  an  expression 
of  opinion  upon  it. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts,  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  there  were — ayes 
60,  noes  55. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Butler, 
of  Massachusetts,  and  Mr.  Holman  were 
appointed. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  The  practical  position  of 
this  question,  as  I  understand,  is  this:  if  we 
vote  to  sustain  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions we  save  the  Government  $50,000. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  And  pre- 
vent the  people  from  having  the  laws  pub- 
lished. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Yes;  where  they  are 
never  read. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  71,  noes  78. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butler] 
is  rejected. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  And  the 
Democratic  party  is  successful.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Certainly;  we  always  try 
io  save  money.     [Renewed  laughter.] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Yes,  save 
money  in  favor  of  ignorance. 

Mr.  jRANDALL.  Well,  wearenotso  stupid 
as  to  give  away  money  for  useless  services. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to 
the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and 
It  was  declared  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MAYN ARD.  So  far  as  I  could  gather 
the  position  of  the  question  amid  the  noise 
I  understand  that  it  was  in  the  first  place  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to 
amend  the  Senate  amendment  by  striking  out 
the  first  clause  and  retaining  the  proviso. 

Mr.  SARGENT.     That  is  right. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Upon  that  question  I 
asked  a  division. 

Mr.  COX.  I  rise  to  a  question  of  order. 
What  is  the  motion  before  the  House? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  is  upon 
agreeing  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  that  the  Senate 
amendment  be  concurred  in  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  COX.  Has  that  question  been  dis- 
posed of? 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  It  it  is  upon  that  ques- 
tion I  asked  for  a  division. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Did  the  gentleman  call 
for  a  division  before  the  result  of  the  vote  was 
announced  ? 

Mr.  MAYNARD.    I  did. 

Mr.  COX.     i  submit  it  is  too  late. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  having  declared  that  he  called  for  a 
division  before  the  result  was  announced,  the 
Chair  accepts  his  declaration. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Before  the  Chair  puts  the 
question,  I  submit  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  has  not  been  sub- 
mitted as  a  distinct  proposition  to  the  House. 
It  should  be  so  submitted  before  the  House  is 
asked  to  vote  upon  it  as  amended. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  It  has  been  dis- 
tinctly submittted.  We  recommend  that  the 
House  concur  in  the  Senate  amendment,  with 
an  amendment  striking  out  the  appropriation 


of  $60,000.  That  is  the  question  on  which  we 
are  now  voting. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  will  be  read  by 
the  Clerk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Amend  the  Senate  amondment  by  strikinir  out  the 
words  " in  newspapers.  $50,000:  Provided,  That;"  so 
that  the  paracrrapn  will  read: 

For  pablishiog  tlie  laws  in  pamphlet  form.  $12,000 ; 
and  all  laws  reqairiog  the  pablication  of  the  laws 
and  treaties  in  newspapers  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, there  were — ayes,  65,  noes  68. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  call  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered  j  and  Mr.  Matnard 
and  Mr.  Holman  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  78,  noes  72. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  concurring 
in  the  Senate  amendmeut  as  amended ;  and  it 
was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  move 
that  the  committee  rise.  I  think  we  have 
done  mischief  enough  for  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  com- 
mittee to  sit  awhile  longer. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts,  there  were — 
ayes  forty,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  call  for 
tellers. 

Tellers  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  motion  that  the  committee  rise  was 
not  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  thirty-third  amendment 
of  the  Senate*,  as  follows  : 

Strike  oat  the  following: 

Provided^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
hereby  authorised  to  pay  to  the  Register  of  the 
Treasury,  oat  of  the  money  appropriated  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  loans,  such  oompensation  as  he 
may  deem  just  aad  proper  for  the  additional  labor 
performed  by  the  said  Register  under  the  laws  fund- 
ing the  public  debt,  not  to  exceed  $1  25  per  hundred 
bonds  siflrned  by  him,  under  the  authority  of  the  acts 
of  July  14. 1870.  and  January  20,  1871.  providing  for 
the  refunding  of  the  public  debt ;  ana  that  the  same 
rate  shall  be  allowed  the  said  Register  for  all  bonds 
hereafter  signed  by  him:  Provitied,  That  the  whole 
amount  of  compensation  thus  allowed  him.  in  addi- 
tion to  the  amount  of  salary  now  allowed  by  law, 
shall  not  exceed  $1,500. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations recommend  non-concurre.nce. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  provision  will 
be  stricken  out.  If  we  concur  in  the  Senate 
amendment  it  will  result  in  the  saving  of 
$1,500. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  there  were — 
ayes  56,  noes  58. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered  ;  and  Mr.  Dawes  and 
Mr.  Holman  were  appointed. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  House 
put  in  this  provision.  The  Committee  on 
Appropriations  did  not  put  it  in.  We  did  not 
feel  like  recommending  the  striking  out  of 
what  the  House  had  put  in  the  bill. 

The  committee  again  divided ;  and  the  tell- 
ers reported — ayes  66,  noes  55. 

So  the  Senate  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  Clerk  read  the  thirty-fourth  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  as  follows : 

Insert  as  follows: 

And  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  shall  have  power  to  employ 
not  more  than  throe  persons  to  assist  the  proper 
officers  of  the  Government  in  discovering  and  col- 
lecting any  money  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
whenever  the  same  shall  be  withheld  by  any  person 
or  corporation,  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
he  shall  deem  best  for  the  interests  of  the  United 
States;  but  no  compensation  shall  be  paid  to  such 
persons  except  out  of  the  money  and  property  so 
secured. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations recommend  concurrence  with  the 
following  amendment: 

Strike  out  Senate  amendment,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
insert  as  follows : 
The  joint  resolution  to  enable  the  Socretanr  of  the 


Treasury  to  collect  wrecked  and  absodonid  t^t. 
erty,  derelict  claims,  and  dues  belonmf  u  \Q 
United  States,  approved  Jane  21.  1870,  U  henS 
repealed.  ' 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations was  agreed  to  ;  andthe  Senate  imefld 
ment,  as  amended,  was  concurred  la. 

Mr.  S PEER,  of  Georgia,  moved  tbt  t^ 
committee  rise. 

The  committee  divided;  and  there were- 
ayes  65,  noes  32. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  sod  tbe 
Speaker  havingresnmed  thechair,  Mr.WHKiEB 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whob 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  bad,  accordrnf  to 
order,  had  the  Union  generally  under  coosi 
eration,  and  particularly  the  amendmeots  of 
the  Senate  to  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1060)  mikia; 
appropriations  for  the  legislative,  execoUfe, 
and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Goveroaent  k 
theyear  ending  June  30, 1878,  and  for  other  par 
poses,  and  had  come  to  no  resolution  ihmoo. 

LBAYB  OF  ABSKNCB. 

Mr.  HAWLEY,  by  unanimoas  eoosent,  vu 
granted  a  leave  of  absence  for  tvo  weeks. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  6ABFIELD, 
of  Ohio,  (at  four  o'clock  and  fifteen  miafl'.ei 
p.  m.,)  the  House  adjourned. 


PBTITIONS,  ETO. 

The  following  petitions,  &c. ,  were  preseoted 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees  * 

By  Mr.  ARCHER  :  The  peUtion  of  Cbarla 
B.  Hitchcock,  and  75  others,  prajingan  appfo- 
priation  of  $50,000  for  the  harbor  at  Hstk  ds 
Grace. 

By  Mr.  BANES :  Resolutions  of  the  Lesis- 
lature  of  Massachusetts,  condemniagthegrua 
of  public  lands  to  corporations,  and  rmnA- 
ing  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of  than 
State  in  Congress  to  use  their  infloeDce  lo 
prevent  measures  of  that  character. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  0.  Curtis,  J. 
F.  Foster,  Silas  F.  Wild,  P.  P.  Htllowell 
James  Bean,  6.  W.  Gardner,  and  P.  R.  Liicb 
field,  selectmen  of  Medford,  MasMcfanwttK 
Godfrey  Rider,  jr.,  and  numerous  other  dti- 
zens  of  that  town,  nski  ng  the  passage  of  Ho(i$« 
bill  No.  1738,  entitled  '<  A  biilalloiriDgtoUilr 
and  partially  disabled  soldiers  and  sesmea 
increased  pensions.'' 

By  Mr.  BUFFINTON:  The  petition  of 
Richard  Borden  and  296  others,  ctuzcoi  o( 
Fall  River,  .Massachusetts,  praying  the  pssst^ 
of  House  bill  No.  1738,  which  provides  for  ai 
increase  of  pensions  to  those  permaneotiy  dis- 
abled by  the  loss  of  limbs  or  eyes  in  the  Uu 
war. 

By  Mr.  BURDETT:  The  petition  of  A.  Y. 
Hull  and  11  others,  citizens  of  Pettis  coaot;, 
Missouri,  for  tariff  reform. 

By  Mr.  BQTLER,  of  Tennessee:  Theped 
tion  of  Thomas  Daiton,  father  cf  Henry  M 
ton,  private  company  £,  ninth  Tennessee  car- 
airy. 

By  Mr.  FORKER:  The  petition  of  E.  N. 
and  J.  L.  Townsend  and  others,  of  Wheatlasfi' 
Ocean  county,  New  Jersey,  C.  C.  Bowmsn,  tt'ii- 
liam  Wilson, Robert  Montz.  and  others,  of Treo- 
ton.  New  Jersey,  manufacturers  and  workaiM 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  earthenware, 
stoneware,  and  clay  pipes,  remonstntisi 
against  the  proposed  reduction  of  du^  (^b 
earthenware  or  stoneware. 

By  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio:  The  peti- 
tion of  J.  S.  Goff,  of  BellefonUine,  Ohio,  for 
a  pension. 

By  Mr.  HARMER:  The  petition  of  Gspteia 
Joseph  Sautenbacker,  private  William  2io^ 
and  70  other  soldiers,  suking  a  bounty  of$^  ^ 
per  month  for  the  entire  time  served,  deduetiof 
all  Government  bounty  heretofore  psid.  v» 
praying  that  soldiers  and  sailors  be  sliow^ 
benefit  of  the  homestead  law  without  settle- 
ment and  cultivation. 
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By  Mr.  HILL:  The  petition  of  William 
Cutbbert  and  98  others,  of  Paterson,  New 
Jersey,  asking  for  the  passage  of  House  bill  No. 
1738f  allowing  increase  of  pension  to  perma* 
i^entiy  disabled  Boldiers. 

AIko,  the  petition  of  VV.  S.  Hudsoni  jr.,  and 
120  others,  of  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  asking 
for  the  passage  of  Uonse  bill  No.  1788,  allowing 
increase  of  pension  to  permanently  disabled 
soldiers. 

By  Mr.KELLBY:  The  petition  of  17  PbiU- 
delphia  manufacturers  of  earthenware,  stone- 
ware, and  clay  drain  and  sewer- pipes,  remon- 
strating against  reduction  of  duty  on  earthen- 
ware and  stoneware,  and  asking  certain  duties 
to  be  placed  on  all  foreign  earthenware,  stone- 
ware, &c. 

By  Mr.  KERR:  The  memorial  of  Miss 
£iizabeth  Benson,  of  Clark  county,  Indiana, 
for  compensation  of  $280,  for  services  for 
fourteen  months  as  a  teacher  of  colored  chil- 
dren in  Richmond,  Kentucky,  under  employ- 
ment of  the  Freedmeu's  Bureau,  together  with 
several  official  papers  connected  with  the  evi- 
dence of  said  service,  and  a  letter  from  D.  M. 
Kood,  esq.,  her  attorney. 

By  Mr.  MOORB:  The  petition  of  Sarah  G. 
lloran,  for  widow's  pension. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Emannel  Klauser,  late 
a  private  of  company  K,  fifty- fourth  Illinois 
volunteer  infantry,  asking  to  be  relieved  from 
disabilities  imposed  by  the  decision  of  a  court- 
martial. 

By  Mr.  PALMER:  The  petitions  of  citizens 
of  Wayne  and  Polk  counties,  Iowa,  in  favor 
of  an  increase  of  pensions  to  Union  soldiers 
who  were  permanently  disabled  by  the  loss  of 
limbs  or  eyes  in  the  late  war. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  ofMissonri:  The  memo- 
rial of  Benjamin  W.  Gilbert,  administrator  of 
the  estate  of  Abel  Gilbert,  deceased,  in  rela- 
tion to  a  claim  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  iStates  for  damages  on  a  contract  with 
the  Government. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Frederick  Posthoff,  in 
relation  to  stores  taken  by  Colonel  Mulligan 
at  Lexington,  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  ROGERS:  The  petition  of  General 
John  Hammond  and  22  others,  citizens  of  the 
town  of  Crown  Point,  New  York,  for  the  pas- 
sage of  House  bill  No.  1738. 

Hy  Mr.  STOUGHiON  :  The  memorial  of 
Mrs.  William  H.  Polk,  asking  payment  for 
certain  damage  done  and  materials  used  by 
the  United  States  troops  daring  the  late  war. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Major  Samuel  Martin 
and  139  others,  late  soldiers  in  the  Union 
Army,  and  citizens  of  Kentucky,  asking  the 
passage  of  a  law  equalizing  the  bounties  of 
soldiers  by  money  or  a  land  grant  without  the 
requirement  of  actual  settlement  in  person. 

By  Mr.  SWANN  :  The  petition  of  Joseph 
Owens,  late  captain  fifth  United  States  infantry, 
praying  an  additional  pension. 

By  Mr.  STRONG:  The  memorial  of  the 
LiStnd  Reform  Club  of  Jersey  City,  and  of  John 
K.  Mcpherson  and  201  others,  praying  the 
enactment  of  a  law  to  prevent  the  further 
absorption  of  the  public  lauds  of  the  United 
States  by  railroads  or  other  corporations, 
and  to  have  the  residue  of  said  public  domain 
forever  set  apart  for  the  exclusive  use  of  actual 
settlers  in  limited  quantities. 

By  Mr.  WALDKN:  The  petition  of  A.  F. 
Page  and  136  others,  citizens  of  Poweshiek 
county,  Iowa,  praying  that  a  law  be  enacted  to 
prevent  unjust  discriminations  on  the  part  of 
railroads. 

Also,  a  memorial  and  joint  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Iowa,  in  relation  to  the  Niagara 
abip-caoal. 

By  Mr.  W  ALDRON :  The  petition  of  N.  G. 
Terrill  and  60  others,  citizens  of  Salem  and 
Plymouth,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  asking  the 
paaaage  of  House  bill  No.  1788,  for  increasing 
pensions  c^  disabled  soldiers. 

By  Mr.  WHITTHGRNE:  The  petition  of 
Jo.  J.  Green,  of  Williamson  county,  Tennes- 
see,  for  removal  of  disabilities. 


By  Mr.  WILLARD :  The  petition  of  Car- 
los Carpenter,  and  others,  of  Barre,  Vermont, 
praying  the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1788. 


POST  ROUTE  BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  following  were  introduced  under  the 
rule,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads : 

By  Mr.  CROSSLAND:  A  bill  declaring  the 
road  from  Mayfield,  Kentucky,  via  Cuba  and 
Dukedom  to  Dresdon,  Tennessee,  a  post  route. 

By  Mr.  M  ANSON :  A  bill  to  establish  a  post 
route  from  Lafayette,  Indiana,  via  Oxford,  to 
Bloomington,  Illinois. 


IN  SENATE. 

Tuesday,  April  9,  1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
man, D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

BALTIMORE  AND  POTOMAC  RAILROAD. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  On  the  8d  of 
April  the  Chair  presented  a  bill  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  for  reference,  being 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2187)  to  conhrm  the  action 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common  coun- 
cil of  the  city  of  Washington,  designating  a 
depot  siie  for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac 
Railroad  Company,  and  for  other  purposes. 
The  Senator  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Pat- 
terson] moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  Sena- 
tor from  Vermont  [Mr.  MoaaiLL]  moved  to 
amend  that  reference  by  inserting  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
when,  by  unanimous  consent,  it  was  passed 
over,  and  the  Chair  was  directed  on  this  day, 
at  the  close  of  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  to 
present  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  As  the  ques- 
tion of  the  reference  of  that  bill  will  ^ive  rise 
to  some  discussion,  perhaps  the  morning  busi- 
ness had  better  be  gone  through  with  first. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  is  now 
presented  in  accordance  with  the  direction  of 
the  Senate,  and  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
asks  a  postponement  until  the  close  of  the 
morning  business. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  think  we  had  better  go 
on  with  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  now  before 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Can  it  be  proceeded  with 
in  advance  of  the  morning  business? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Certainly.  The 
Chair  submitted  it  on  the  8d  of  April,  and  two 
motions  were  made  in  regard  to  it.  The  Sen- 
ator from  New  Hampshire  moved  to  refer  it 
to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  the  Senator  from  Vermont  moved  to  amend 
that  motion  by  inserting  the  Committee  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  the  Chair 
was  then  directed  to  reserve  the  bill  until  to- 
day,at  the  close  of  the  reading  of  the  Journal, 
and  then  present  it.  Of  course  it  can  be  post- 
poned or  It  can  be  laid  on  the  table,  both  of 
which  motions  have  priority  of  the  motion  to 
refer ;  but  the  motion  to  refer  is  now  before 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  VermonL  It  is  quite 
immaterial  to  me  what  course  shall  be  pur- 
sued, but  I  know  the  discussion  of  the  question 
of  reference  merely  will  take  some  time,  and 
therefore  I  merely  suggest  as  a  matter  of  con 
venience  to  the  Senate  that  it  might  be  better 
to  pass  it  over  until  the  morning  business  is 
concluded.  I  suppose  the  discussion  will  take 
at  least  twenty  or  thirty  minutes  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
move  to  postpone  it  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
morning  business? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  will  do  so 
if  there  be  no  objection;  if  there  is  objection, 
I  will  not. 

Mr.  CAMERON.     I  object. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  objects.  The  only  motion, 
then,  under  the  eleventh  rule,  is  to  postpone, 
which  is  until  to-morrow,  in  parliamentary 
language.  The  question  of  reference  is  now 
up  under  the  twenty-fourth  rule. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Does  that  involve  the 
merits  of  this  whole  question  7 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  does.  If  it 
gives  rise  to  debate  to  the  interruption  of  the 
morning  business,  a  motion  can  be  made  to 
lay  the  motion  to  refer  on  the  table,  to  be  called 
up  at  some  time  when  it  will  not  interrupt  the 
morning  business. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  have  no 
desire  to  appropriate  or  to  carry  any  business 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  that  does  not  legitimately  belong 
to  them  ;  and  I  will  say  in  the  outset  that  I 
have  as  much  confidence  in  the  opinion  of  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia  as  I  have  in  my  own  in  relation 
to  this  question.  I  have  not  canvassed  the 
opinions  of  that  committee,  nor  have  I  that  of 
my  own  committee,  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds  ;  so  that,  so  far  as 
that  question  is  concerned,  I  merely  desire 
the  Senate  to  hear  a  statement  of  facts,  and 
then  vote  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  committee 
to  which  in  their  judgment  it  legitimately  be- 
longs. If  it  does  not  belong  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  the  Lord 
knows  I  do  not  want  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  question  ;  but  if  it  is  part  and  parcel 
of  the  duties  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  and  Grounds  to  .look  after  every- 
thing that  belongs  to  or  interferes  with  the 
public  buildings  or  grounds,  then  I  think  I 
shall  be  able  clearly  to  demonstrate  that  this 
is  a  matter  that  belongs  solely  and  exclusively 
to  that  committee.  ^ 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  true  that  this  new 
government  of  the  District  of  Columbia  have 
passed  a  legislative  act  by  which  they  give,  or 
pretend  to  give,  to  this  road  a  portion  of  what 
is  usually  denominated  the  public  park.  They 
have  authorized  this  corporation  to  come  in 
with  a  double  track  on  Sixth  street  twenty- four 
feet  wide,  and  they  have  given  them  in  addi- 
tion outright,  without  any  consideration  what- 
ever, one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  feet 
of  the  public  park,  to  which  they  have  no  more 
title  than  had  the  devil  when  he  offered  all  the 
kingdoms  of  the  world  to  the  Saviour  of  the 
world.  [Laughter.]  They  have  no  more  title 
to  this  strip  of  the  public  park  than  they  have 
to  any  other  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
feet  of  the  public  grounds.  They  might  as 
well  attempt  to  cede  a  portion  of  Mr.  Cor- 
coran's  farm  out  here,  or  of  the  farm  of  our 
old  and  distinguished  citizen,  Frank  P.  Blair. 
But,  sir,  this  was  a  very  cheap  way  for  the  city 
to  manifest  its  generosity. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  allow  me  to  show  you 

rreciselj  where  the  title  of  this  land  lies,  and 
will  give  you  the  page  of  the  laws  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  from  which  I  quote,  so  that 
Senators,  if  they  desire  to  do  so,  can  follow 
me  and  see  whether  I  am  right  or  wrong.  On 
pa^e  88  of  the  Laws  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia will  be  found  **  An  act  vesting  in  the  cor- 
poration of  the  city  of  Washington  all  the 
rights  of  the  Washington  Canal  Company,  and 
for  other  purposes.'^  In  that  act  it  will  be 
iieen  that  the  Government  gave  up  almost  the 
entire  park  to  the  city  of  Washington  as  far 
as  Fifteenth  street  or  further,  but  that  grant 
was  coupled  with  this  condition:  that  they 
were  to  build  this  canal  with  a  depth  of  four 
feet  below  low-water  mark,  and  a  width  vary- 
ing frolhi  eighty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty 
feet,  with  three  large  basins,  and  complete  it 
by  the  1st  day  of  March  of  the  next  year,  or  in 
default  of  doing  that,  the  Taw  says  **all  the 
rights  and  privileges  thereby  granted  shall 
cease  and  determine.*'  It  is  notorious  that 
they  did  not  fulfill  the  condition  of  that  grant, 
and  if  there  were  no  other  law  in  relation  to 
this  matter  whatever,  by  the  lery  terms  of  the 
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grant  it  was  to  cease  and  determine  at  the  time 
therein  menlioned. 

But  next  year  a  bill  was  passed  throagh 
both  Houses  of  Congress  before  the  1st  day 
of  March,  1833,  but  was  not  approved  until 
the  2d  day  of  March.  That  act  will  be  found 
on  page  93  of  the  Laws  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, published  in  1868.  It  will  be  seen 
that  by  that  act  the  Government  reclaimed 
and  resumed  the  whole  of  this  grant,  and 
instead  paid  $160,000  in  ready  money,  and  by 
the  terms  of  this  act  the  city  of  Washington 
were  to  redeed  to  the  United  States  all  that 
had  been  granted  to  them  by  the  act  of  1832. 
Here  is  a  double  title.  In  the  first  place  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  gave  the 
land  upon  certain  conditions,  and  it  was  to  cease 
and  determine  provided  these  conditions-pre' 
cedent  were  not  performed.  Those  conditions- 
precedent  were  not  performed,  and  of  course 
the  title  reverted  aguin  to  us.  In  addition  to 
that  we  purchased  uur  peace.  We  rebought 
this  land  and  paid  $150,000  in  cash  for  it.  It 
is  true  that  a  small  portion  of  these  low  lands 
lying  on  B  and  Sixth  streets,  where  a  few  old 
buildings  were  erected  at  the  time  for  the  pur- 
pose of  landing  coal,  lumber,  &c.,  have  been 
used  and  occupied,  aud  I  understand  the  city 
have  collected  some  rents  thereon,  but  they 
were  merely  permitted  by  sufferance.  When- 
ever the  United  States  choose  to  resume  their 
title,  of  course  they  have  as  much  claim  to 
that  land  as  they  ever  had,  but  those  buildings 
cover  only  a  small  portion  of  this  tract. 

If  Senators  wish  to  see  exactly  what  this 
bill  will  do,  I  have  a  map  here  showing  pre- 
cisely where  this  land  is.  It  is  eight  hundred 
and  two  feet  in  length  by  one  hundred  and 
fifty  in  width  of  laud,  cutting  out  a  square 
chunk  of  laud  on  Sixth  aud  B  sireets,  amount- 
ing to  120,300  feet,  which  this  District  govern- 
ment have  proposed  ^o  give  to  this  company 
absolutely,  without  any  consideration  what- 
ever. I  am  told,  and  as  a  reader  of  the  pub- 
lic prints  of  course  I  know,  it  was  stated  by 
the  president  of  this  road  that  the  city  gov- 
ernment, with  their  usual  lavish  generosity, 
proposed  to  give  this  company  $500,000  if 
tliey  would  come  in  here,  and  that  this  land 
was  given  instead  or  as  an  equivalent.  This 
is  exceedingly  generous,  for  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington to  liquidate  and  pay  their  $500,000  so 
promptly  by  giving  away  property  not  their 
own,  but  which  belongs  to  the  United  Statesl 
Mr.  President,  I  know  that  I  come  in  con- 
flict with  my  distinguished  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Camsron]  in  relation  to  this 
matter,  and  there  is  no  man  in  the  Senate  with 
whom  I  so  much  dread  a  conflict.  His  age 
and  experience,  his  long  and  distinguished 
services  to  the  country,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  make  him  a  power  here,  and  forbid 
that  I  should  do  anything,  if  it  was  possible 
to  avoid  it,  that  would  come  in  conflict  with 
his  views.  But,  sir.  I  deem  it  my  imperative 
duty  to  show  that  there  is  at  least  one  Senator 
here  who  can  stickle  and  stand  for  the  rights 
of  the  United  States  against  all  comers.  How 
would  it  redound  to  the  credit  of  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania,  who  has  an  ample  fortune, 
and  does  not  desire  to  add  anything  to  it  or  to 
the  profits  of  a  company  in  which  he  may  or 
may  not  be  an  interested  stockholder,  to  have 
it  said  that  he,  as  Secretary  of  War,  had  con- 
tributed largely  to  save  the  capital  and  all 
its  surroundings  from  the  ravages  of  the  recent 
war,  and  yet  as  among  his  last  crowning  acts 
was  willing  to  surrender  its  choicest  parts  to 
the  grasp  of  a  selfish  corporation  7  I  do  not 
think  he  will  desire  to  place  himself  in  any 
such  attitude.  I  know  that  his  good  sense 
revolts  at  the  idea.  He  is  as  much  the  friend 
of  carrying  out  the  original  plan  of  the  city  as 
I  or  any  other  Senator. 

When  the  original  charter  of  this  road  came 
before  us  two  or  three  years  ago,  at  my  sug- 
|i;estiou  it  was  delayed  until  I  could  see  whether 
It  would  conflict  with  any  interest  belonging  to 
t^8  Uuited  Statesi  whether  it  interfered  at  all 


with  the  public  grounds,  and  I  learned  then 
from  the  parties  in  interest  that  they  had  no 
purpose  whatever  to  trench  upon  the  public 
grounds  in  front  of  the  Capitol ;  that  they  were 
entirely  satisfied  with  the  charter  then  ob- 
tained for  depots  on  Virginia  avenue ;  and  I 
then  very  reaaily  consented  that  the  bill  should 
pass  ;  I  did  not  desire  to  interfere  at  all ;  and 
I  know  that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
has  always  been  as  anxious  as  I  have  been  to 
promote  the  interests  of  the  capital  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  President,  it  has  often  been  charged  that 
while  the  American  people  had  an  aptitude 
for  science  and  for  esthetic  culture,  yet  we 
had  no  taste  for  either;  that  we  preferred  the 
*^ almighty  dollar''  to  anything  else;  but  it 
has  never  been  charged  that  we  were  not  able 
to  appreciate  the  beauties  of  nature.  There 
is  not  an  American  living  who  does  not  feel 
his  heart  stir  with  pride  when  the  great  and  mag- 
nificent features  of  our  country  are  alluded 
to — its  mountains  and  prairies ;  its  lakes  and 
rivers ;  or  when  Niagara  falls  and  the  Yosemite 
valley  are  spoken  of.  Why,  sir,  even  Jefferson, 
as  cold  a  philosopher  as  he  was,  said  that  to 
see  the  junction  of  the  Shenandoah  and  the 
Potomac  was  worth  a  'voyage  across  the 
Atlantic.  Now,  sir,  shall  it  be  said  that  we  are 
willing  to  wholly  ignore  the  natural  beauties 
of  the  landscape  around  this  capital — a  capital 
selected  and  these  grounds  specially  conse- 
crated to  this  very  purpose  from  1791  by  George 
Washington,  a  man  who  was  as  conversant 
with  the  natural  beauties  and  features  of  the 
whole  country  as  any  man  that  existed  in  that 
day?  Shall  we  say  that  we  are  entirely  inno- 
cent of  any  pride  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
our  public  grounds  shall  be  taken  care  of,  after 
having  expended  millions  upon  millions,  and 
put  up  a  Capitol  at  least  equal,  if  it  does  not 
surpass  in  its  grandeur  and  proportions  any 
capitol  of  any  civilized  nation? 

There  is  another  point  in  this  case.  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  we  can  approve  of 
this  act  oi  the  territorial  Legislature  so  as  to 
make  it  valid.  There  were  certain  conditions 
that  were  annexed  when  these  lands  were  re- 
ceived by  us  that  must  be  complied  with,  and 
let  me  quote  from  the  conditions  annexed  by 
Maryland.  It  will  be  found  that  in  the  act 
of  cession  passed  by  Maryland,  December  28, 
1788,  the  following  clause  is  put  in: 

"  That  all  the  squares,  lota,  pieces,  and  parcels  of 
laad  within  the  said  city,  which  have  been  or  shall 
bo  appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and 
also  the  streets,  shall  remain  aud  be  for  the  use  of 
the  United  States." 

Can  we  pervert  them  to  the  uses  of  a  rail- 
road ?  I  am  disposed  to  deny  it.  They  must 
be  kept  for  the  use  of  the  United  States.  I 
am  told  that  there  are  further  provisions  in 
the  private  grants  in  relation  to  this  matter 
that  are  even  more  restrictive. 

But,  sir,  I  do  not  desire  to  consume  the 
time  of  the  Senate  on  this  question.  I  merely 
desire  that  the  Senate  shall  take  such  action 
as  may  be  fit  and  proper.  I  do  not  wish  to 
rob  my  friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  of  any  business 
that  really  belongs  to  that  committee.  I  know 
it  will  be  said  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  House; 
but  it  will  be  seen  that  that  committee  was 
entirely  innocent,  so  far  as  the  record  appears, 
of  any  knowledge  that  the  business  belonged 
to  any  other  committee.  The  question  was 
not  even  raised ;  and  if  Senators  will  look  and 
see  how  that  committee  managed — I  do  not 
mean  to  insinuate  by  any  means  that  the  com- 
paittee  of  the  Senate  would  conduct  the  bill  as 
it  was  conducted  by  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  of  the  House;  but  if 
they  will  note  how  it  was  managed  by  that 
committee,  I  am  sure  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  would  not  wish  to  repeat  such  kind  of 
management  or  follow  such  an  example. 

Why,  sir,  they  would  not  even  permit  a 
single  amendment — I  have  them  here,  as  sug- 
gested, by  almost  half  a  score— uuiil,  after  fili- 


bustering for  several  days,  by  way  of  comp^r- 
mise  they  agreed  to  allow  one  or  two  to ;» 
offered  ;  but  none  were  offered.  They  vi»,i 
not  allow  a  single  hour  of  discussioo  txi-^^ 
under  the  previous  question.  Do  we  vaot  i 
bill  to  be  handled  in  that  way?  Tbej  voo.j 
not  permit  any  amendment  to  be  ioaen^d  Lr 
which  the  public  grounds  coold  be  mj  fur- 
ther guarded  than  they  were  in  the  oh|i3£l 
bill  as  first  drafted.  They  would  Dot  perxis 
any  amendment  to  be  pnt  in  by  vbich  acy 
compensation  for  this  vskiaable  parcel  of  ]ad 
could  be  demanded  of  this  roadC 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am  entirely  fri^uilj 
to  this  road.  I  desire  to  give  them  all  tbe 
accommodations  they  need.  I  thiok  thisbu^i• 
ness  ought  to  be  accommodated.  Ibelie7eif 
the  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee ooPbir 
lie  Buildings  and  Qrounds  it  would  be  accuo: 
modated  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  ibis  m., 
and  so  as  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  p3t.i2, 
We  cannot  conceal  from  our  eyes  the  iaciihit 
within  a  few  years  it  is  extremelj  probaUe 
several  railroads  more  will  come  in  here  (bo 
now  center  at' this  place,  and  Congress  viiiU 
called  upon  to  provide  accommod«tioQ9  if» 
them  all.  We  have  already  been  compv^ltr: 
to  force  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad  ki 
two  squares  and  a  half.  They  have  a  track  ra 
front  of  us  which  must  soon  be  remurgd. 
Every  Senator  will  admit  that  we  cannot  bn; 
tolerate  that  track  in  our  front;  it  musit^ 
removed.  Possibly  the  depot  dovo  here  oof 
occupied  by  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  raiiroai 
may  be  compelled  to  move  back.  llieR 
ought  to  be  some  general  system  by  vbicb  ill 
the  roads  that  center  here  can  be  saitabij  tc- 
commodated  so  as  to  promote  the  interest  o( 
the  city,  and  not  interfere  with  any  of  tb 
public  buildings  and  grounds. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  need  say  more  oa 
this  question.  I  will  close  as  1  begsa  by 
saying  that  I  do  not  desire  to  have  tbu  b  J 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buili- 
ings  and  Grounds,  unless  the  Senate  i^dvk 
as  a  matter  of  right,  in  spirit  and  in  ietur. 
it  belongs  to  that  committee.  1  should  reillj 
like  to  shirk  the  labor  of  doing  aoj^l^'^ 
about  it ;  but  if  it  is  referred  to  the  Cos^ 
mittee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Groaodi,  1 
think  as  much  fairness  can  be  expected  iroa 
that  committee  as  from  any  commiitet  q 
this  body. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  had  no  thougbt  \hii 
my  friend  from  Vermont  was  goiDg  to  ducas* 
the  merits  of  this  question  on  a  sioiple  mouj): 
to  refer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  ajscua  i» 
merits  of  the  question,  because  1  have  sem 
yet  expressed  an  opinion,  and  indeed  I  b>^ 
never  formed  an  opinion  as  to  its  merits.  1 
do  not  know  but  that  it  may  be  conside^  tj 
the  Senate  a  reason  why  this  bill  should  ta 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Boim^ 
and  Grounds  that  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee has  expressed  his  purpose  to  kill  it 

Mr.  MORHILL,  of  Vermont.  I  should  \ut 
to  know  by  what  authority  the  Senator  hhj*i« 
to  me  anything  of  the  kind?  ,. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  The  whole  drift  of  bis 
argument  on  the  merits  of  the  question  m*i 
that  he  has  formed  a  judgment  ad  to  the  loeri-^^ 
and  if  the  Senate  desire  to  send  the  bill  to  \^ 
tomb  of  the  Capulets  rather  than  to  a  commit' 
tee  that  will  consider  it  fairly,  they  cao  ior^- 
1  certainly,  as  chairman  of  the  CommiP^  ^ 
the  District  of  Columbia,  hate  no  dcare^w 
increase  the  labors  of  that  committee, 
have  enough  work  to  do  already.       .    . 

If  the  location  of  this  depot  was  »W,J 
question  of  the  fine  arta,  1  suppoie  noi^^. 
would  question  that  it  should  go  to  the  ^enjw 
from  Vermont ;  but  the  question  is  simHVi*"' 
shall  the  action  of  the  city  government  or  w 
District  government  be  conlirmed  by  the  to  _ 
gress  of  the  United  States?    If  tbaiqae^":° 
is  not  a  question  for  the  Committee  on  iwi^* 
trict  of  Colombia  to  consider  1  do  not  is^^ 
any  question  which  can  be  referred  to  tbeco 
mittee  that  would  go  there  l^ititaml  ^^^' 
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sir,  the  whole  qaestion  relates  to  the  intereata 

of  this  District.    There  is  only  one  ground  on 

Avhich  the  Senator  can  found  a  claim  to  have 

the  bill  referred  to  his  committee;  and  that  is, 

something  which  he  finds  in  the  act  of  May  81, 

1832,  as  amended  by  a  section  of  the  act  of 

March  2, 1833.     Now  let  as  see  if,  according 

to  those  two  acts,  the  ground  on  which  it  is 

proposed  to  locate  this  depot  belongs  to  the 

Government.     The  eighth  section  oi  the  act 

of  May  31,  1832,  reads  as  follows : 

''And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  all  the  riffht,  title, 
property,  interest  and  estate,  in  law  or  equity,  or 
the  United  States,  of,  in,  and  to  that  part  of  the 
publio  reservation  in  the  eity  of  Washington  known 
ajid  designated  as  the  Mall,  wbioh  is  boanded  as 
follows :  lying  between  Sixth  and  Fifteenth  streets 
direst,  and  extending  from  Canal  street  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  feet  south  to  the  oontinnanoe  of  A  street 
north,  and  all  that  part  of  the  said  reservation  on 
thesoath  side  of  the  said  Mall,  extending  from  B 
street  south  three  hundred  and  sixty-two  feet  to  A 
street  south,  and  lying  between  Sixth  and  Fifteenth 
streets  west,  and  all  the  right,  title,  interest,  and 
et^tate,  whion  is  now,  or  ought  to  be,  vested  in  any 
trustees,  commissioners,  or  other  person,  for  and  on 
behalf  and  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  vested  in  the 
said  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council,  in  fee. 
for  the  purpose,  and  to  be  by  them  sold  and  applied 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
they  shall  deem  it  advisable  to  sell  for  the  said  pur- 

Eoses.  and  the  said  residue  to  hold  and  use  for  the 
enent  and  oonvenience  of  the  said  oity." 

Now,  it  is  claimed  by  the  Senator  that  by 
the  act  of  March  2,  1833,  that  eighUi  section 
is  repealed.  Well,  suppose  it  is.  The  eighth 
section  simply  says  that  that  part  of  the  public 
srounds  south  of  the  canal  shall  be  given  up 
by  the  Oeneral  Government  to  the  city  of 
Washington  for  the  purpose  of  makine  this 
canal.  The  act  of  March  2,  1833,  repeals  that 
in  consideration  of  $150,000  which  were  paid 
the  city  to  build  the  canal ;  bat  mark  yon,  the 
apot  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  locate  this 
depot  is  north  of  the  canal,  every  foot  of  it; 
there  is  not  one  foot  of  it  south  of  the  canal, 
where  the  public  Mall  is,  or  where  the  Armory 
square  now  is,  the  Smithsonian  grounds  ana 
the  Agricultural  grounds — not  an  inch  of  it. 
Jt  is  all  on  the  north  side  of  the  canal,  and 
belongs  to  the  city  of  Washington  ;  and  I  have 
a  line  here  from  one  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  Mr.  Magruder,  saying: 

**  The  property  given  thePotomao  railroad  ia  the 

House  bill  belongs  to  the  city  of  Washington." 

Mr.  THUUMAN.  Allow  me  to  ask  the 
Senator  what  this  bill  is  doing  here  if  the  oity 
of  Washington  owns  the  land? 

Mr.  PAT  rKRSON.  It  is  merely  to  conQrm 
the  action  of  the  city  government. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Why  does  it  waat  any 
confirmation? 

Mr.  PATTBBSON.  Because  it  is  necessary 
to  be  confirmed. 

Mr.  THUUMAN.  Why  is  it  necesMuy  if 
the  land  belongs  to  the  city? 

Mr.  PATT£USON.  To  get  the  right  of 
way  through  these  streets. 

Now,  sir,  that  is  the  only  ground,  I  believe, 
on  which  the  Senator  from  Vermont  claims 
that  the  bill  should  go  to  his  committee.  I  do 
not  care  a  fig  what  comniittee  it  goes  to,  only 
I  think  the  Umits  of  the  duties  of  committees 
bhould  be  defined  in  the  Senate,  if  this  is  a 
matter  pertaining  to  the  interests  of  this  city, 
let  it  go  to  our  committee.  If  it  is  a  matter 
pertaining  to  public  buildings  and  grounds,  let 
it  go  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds :  but  I  apprehend  it  belongs  ex- 
clusively, and  only,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  Senator  apprehends  that  in  a  few  years 
other  railroads  may  come  in  here.  He  says 
we  cannot  hide  from  our  eyes  the  fact  that 
other  railroads  will  come  into  the  city.  In 
God's  name,  I  hope  they  will.  iSiverybody 
knows  that  more  railroads  should  come  into 
this  city,  that  some  business  may  spring  np 
and  give  prosperity  to  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  i  am  not  frightened  by  the  vision  of 
half  a  dozen  railroads  coming  into  the  District 
of  Columbia  in  the  future. 

Now,  sir,  I  think  this  bill  which  came  from 


the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colombia  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  should  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  in  the  Senate.  My  friend  says  that 
the  action  upon  this  bill  in  the  House  was  not 
altogether  such  as  we  could  approve,  and  there- 
fore the  inference  is  that  the  bill  should  not  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  in  the  Senate.  Well,  sir,  if  there 
are  any  eviljpurposes  in  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  House,  I  do  not 
know  of  any  umbilical  cord  by  which  the  pulse 
of  that  committee  is  communicated  to  the  com- 
mittee in  the  Senate.  If  they  have  got  any 
wicked  purposes  or  any  unjust  desires  I  do  not 
know  that  it  follows  that  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  in  the  Senate  have  got 
to  be  actuated  by  such  motives;  and  I  am 
hardly  prepared  to  say  that  they  are  actuated 
by  any  improper  motives. 

I  have  lormed  no  opinion  about  the  location 
of  this  depot^  and  I  do  not  believe  it  is  my  duty 
to  do  it  until  the  question  is  brought  before 
me  fairly  by  reference  of  the  Senate  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  committee,  and  then  I  will  con- 
sider it  on  my  judgment  as  a  Senator  to  do 
what  is  best  for  the  interests  of  the  country. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Mr.  President,  when  this 
question  was  brought  up  I  thought  the  merits 
were  not  to  be  discussed  at  all.  I  thought  it 
was  a  mere  question  of  reference,  but  I  am 
perfectly  willing  that  we  shall  go  into  the  whole 
question  and  settle  it  now. 

My  good  friend  and  nearest  neighbor  here, 
the  Senator  from  Vermont,  began  his  remarks 
by  in  some  slight  way  charging  me  with  hav- 
ing a  personal  interest  in  this  question.  I  dis- 
claim all  that.  I  do  not  own  one  dollar  of 
stock  in  this  company,  I  have  not  one  cent 
in  its  securities,  nor  have  I  any  pecuniary 
interest  in  it  at  all ;  but  I  have  a  pride,  as  I 
think  everjT  member  of  the  Senate  ought  to 
have,  in  building  up  this  city,  and  in  building 
a  great  railroad  which  shall  connect  the  North 
and  the  South  together  by  such  bonds  that 
hereafter  no  one  shall  attempt  to  sever  ihem. 
The  gentlemen  who  now  ask  to  come  into  this 
oity  and  have  a  landing-place  for  their  traffic 
and  their  passengers  have  already  completed 
arrangements  by  which  in  two  years  more  a 
freight  line  will  start  from  New  Orleans  with 
cotton  or  any  other  of  the  products  of  the 
country,  and  reach  the  city  of  New  York  in 
fidyeight  hours,  carrying  freights  so  cheaply 
that  no  water  communication  can  compete 
with  the  railroad. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  has  not  lived  aa 
long  as  I  have,  nor  has  hci  I  fear,  thrown  his 
vision  so  far  ahead  as  a  man  of  his  great  intel- 
li£[ence  should  do  when  he  thinks  to  confine 
this  city  to  a  little  bit  of  a  park.  I  am  proud 
of  his  efforts  to  adorn  this  capital,  and  I  will 
go  as  far  with  him  as  any  other  man  will  to 
ezpend  money  and  give  the  results  of  my 
brains  toward  improving  the  public  parks  and 
the  surroundings  of  the  capical.  Every  time 
the  question  of  those  improvements  has  come 
up,  I  have  voted  in  favor  of  the  improvements. 
I  have  a  love  in  seeing  everything  which  nature 
has  made  adorned  as  much  as  the  art  of  man 
can  adorn  it.  In  my  own  home  I  have  never 
ceased  to  plant  a  flower  when  I  cuuld  get  it. 
I  have  always  brought  to  my  house  and  to  my 
lands  tlie  finest  fruits  that  I  could  find ;  and  I 
have  been  glad  to  share  the  result  of  my  culti* 
vation  there  with  my  fiieuds  whenever  they 
called  to  see  me. 

I  have  aided  in  building  railroads  from  the 
commencement  of  the  rauroad  system  in  this 
country ;  nay,  before  railroads  were  dreamed 
of,  I  helped  to  make  the  canals ;  and  for  that 
reason  I  come  here  now  asking  vou  to  give  to 
this  company,  which  has  expended  in  getting 
into  this  city  five  or  six  million  dollars,  not 
any  assistance,  to  treat  it  not  with  liberality, 
but  with  courtesy  and  with  the  hospitality 
which  is  due  to  those  who  come  into  your 
house  to  help  you.  They  come  here  now  ready, 
so  soon  as  they  shall  have  oompleted  a  tuuael 


of  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length  in 
Baltimore,  to  come  here  with  an  uninterrupt- 
ed passage  from  the  ocean  to  the  Gulf.  They 
ask  no  money  from  you.  They  are  willing  to 
adorn  that  ground.  They  simply  wish  a  piece 
of  ground  which  will  enable  them  to  carry  on . 
their  trade  and  their  commecce  without  in- 
terruption and  without  the  interference  of  any- 
body. 

For  twenty  years  I  have  tried  to  get  a  rail- 
road made  from  the  city  of  Baltimore  to  the 
city  of  Washington.  I  have  always  been  met 
by  an  adverse  power,  one  which  thought  only 
of  looking  to  its  own  interests  and  never  did 
anything  for  the  improvement  or  the  benefit 
of  the  city  of  Washin^n.  When  you  finish 
this  railroad  communication  the  coal  which 
costs  you  now  ten  dollars  a  ton  in  Washington 
will  be  landed  at  your  doors  or  at  the  railroad 
depot  for  five  dollars.  I  believe  the  house* 
keepers  of  this  city  are  now  paying  eight  or 
nine  dollars  a  ton  for  coal.  The  other  day, 
within  the  last  ten  days,  I  paid  a  bill  of  coal 
in  my  own  house  for  four  dollars  a  ton.  It  is 
but  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  from  Harris- 
burg  to  the  city  of  Washington,  and  coal  ought 
not  to  ooet  more  than  one  cent  a  mile  for 
tonnage  to  bring  it.  The  saving  upon  the 
coal  now  used  for  domestic  purposes  in  this 
oit^  would  more  than  pay  for  all  the  land 
which  these  people  ask  you  to  allow  them  to 
occupy.  They  bind  themselves  also  to  im- 
prove it,  or  to  alter  their  improvements,  just 
as  the  Government  may.  desire. 

They  did  not  come  and  ask  this.  The  city 
of  Washington  invited  them  and  compelled 
them  to  go  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  out 
of  their  road,  to  oome  around  by  the  Eastern 
branch  of  the  Potomac.  They  came  up  there, 
spending  large  sams  of  money  making  a  tun- 
nel of  several  hundred  feet  to  get  up  on  Vir- 
ginia avenue,  then  looking  only  to  their  south- 
ern communication;  but  the  corporation  of 
Washington,  the  business  men,  the  intelligent 
men  of  trade  heroi  came  to  them  and  said, 
^*  We  want  you  to  oome  up  into  the  center  of 
the  town  to  benefit  us,  not  to  benefit  you.'* 
These  men  have  come  here  at  their  invitation. 

Why,  then,  should  not  this  question  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia?  Have  they  not  had  charge  of 
the  subject  from  the  beginning?  From  the 
beginning  every  step  in  legislation  has  come 
through  that  committee.  And  now  my  good 
friend  from  Vermont,  in  the  pride  of  his  pet 
project — I  mean  that  not  disrespectfully,  for 
It  is  creditable  to  him — would  drive  ns  away 
out  of  this  city  for  fear  that  a  locomotive  may 
frighten  some  gentleman's  horses  as  he  rode 
along.  Whyi  sir,  we  have  three  railroads  pass- 
ing with  double  tracks  through  the  great  park 
at  Philadelphia.  That  park  has  twenty-eight 
hundred  acres  of  land  vx  it ;  and  on  one  of 
those  railroads  I  have  seen  a  single  engine 
carrying  one  hundred  and  fifly  cars  behind  it 
in  that  park,  and  nobody  was  frightened  at  it. 
Indeed,  everybody  was  proud  of  it,  for  it  was 
a  beautiful  triumph  of  art  over  nature. 

The  Senator  talks  about  General  Washing- 
ton. My  God  I  it  took  that  good  old  man  ten 
days  to  go  from  Mount  Vernou  to  Philadelphia 
with  four  horses  to  hjs  carriage.  Would  he 
not  be  delighted  to  come  here  now  and  see 
locomotives  thus  loaded,  as  I  have  seen  them, 
whistling  past,  not  disturbing  his  horses  at  all ; 
for  I  take  it  for  granted  he  would  have  been 
there  several  times  before  and  the  horses  would 
have  been  accustomed  to  it.  I  wish  he  could 
come  here  now  and  see  these  changes.  I  am 
sure  he  would  be  glad  to  see  how  men  have 
advanced. 

Why,  sir,  when  I  began  to  endeavor  to  get 
people  to  make  a  railroad  from  the  little  town 
where  I  lived  to  Lancaster,  some  thirty  miles 
distant,  everybody  said  that  I  was  mad.  **  How 
could  we  ever  get  carriages  to  travel  on  rails,'' 
they  said.  The  Senator  from  Vermont  is  almost 
as  far  behind  the  times  as  my  good  old  friend 
Abram  Harnely  was*    I  have  told  the  story  in 
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the  Senate  before,  but  I  suppose  thn  Senate 
have  forgotten  it,  and  my  friend  from  Vermont 
reminds  me  so  much  of  Abram  Harniey  that 
I  will  tell  the  story  again. 

Once  when  I  was  traveling  through  the  vil- 
lages of  the  neighborhood  and  trying  to  per- 
suade the  people  that  railroads  might  be  made 
and  to  get  them  to  subscribe  to  stock,  I  said 
in  a  few  remarks  thai  1  believed  the  time  would 
come  when  some  of  the  people  who  were  then 
listening  to  me  would  see  a  railroad  car  start- 
ing from  Harrisburg  in  the  morning  after  hav- 
ing taken  breakfast,  go  to  Philadelphia,  get 
dinner  there,  attend  to  their  business,  and 
come  home  the  same  night.  That  was  one 
hundred  and  ten  miles.  Abram  Harniey  in 
his  dav  and  neighborhood  was  considered  an 
exceedingly  intelligent  old  gentleman.  He 
came  up  to  me  and  said,  **Well,  Simon,  I  am 

flad  you  told  these  people  about  that  going  to 
^hilaidelphia;''  and  then,  putting  his  fingers  to 
his  nose,  he  said,  ^*bnt  you  and  I  know  better 
than  that.''     [Laughter.] 

Now,  I  have  no  doubt  that  the  gentlemen 
who  are  so  afraid  of  these  locomotives  dis- 
turbing horses  and  carriages,  and  interfering 
with  the  infants  who  pass  across  there,  will 
live  to  see  the  day  when  they  will  look  on  with 
pleasure  and  pride  and  say  what  a  wonderful 
country  this  is,  and  what  a  wonderful  people 
ours  are  to  be  the  authors  and  constructors  of 
such  great  works  as  these. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  a  few  practical  rea* 
sons  why  this  thing  should  be  done  which  I 
have  put  down  on  paper,  and  which  I  will  ask 
the  clerk  to  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

The  question  of  giving  the  Baltimore  and 
Potomac  railroad  necessary  facilities  for  the 
transaction  of  business  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington presents  the  following  practical  con- 
siderations : 

1.  The  capital  of  the  United  States  has  de- 
pended up  to  this  time  upon  a  single  line  of 
railway  for  its  connection  with  the  East,  West, 
and  Northwest;  and  in  consequence  of  this 
monopoly  line  everv  one  coming  from  the 
West,  North,  and  Northwest  has  been  sub- 
jected to  every  inconvenience  that  obstruct- 
ive management  could  devise,  or  a^elpless 
public  could  endure. 

2.  No  relief  being  possible  by  any  arrange- 
ment with  this  Baltimore  and  Ohio  monopoly, 
the  Pennsylvania  railroad  have  been  forced 
to  expend  $6,000,000  to  loosen  the  grip  of 
the  monopoly  from  ihis  city.  The  road  con- 
structed for  this  purpose  is  now  very  near 
completion,  and  it  asks  for  such  depot  facil- 
ities as  will  secure  to  the  people  of  Washing- 
ton the  advantages  which  this  great  expend- 
iture should  entitle  them  to. 

3.  When  the  necessity  for  building  the  new 
road  into  Washington  was  accepted  a  new  and 
a  comprehensive  project  was  conceived,  which 
also  promises  incalculable  advantages  to  Wash- 
ington. Capitalists  have  secured  control  of  an 
entire  line  of  railroads  from  New  Orleans  to 
Baltimore,. and  these  are  in  full  accord  with 
the  line  from  Baltimore  to  New  York,  thus 
securing  a  railway  trunk  line  from  New  York 
to  New  Orleans,  through  Philadelphia,  Balti- 
more, Washington,  Richmond,  Danville,  Char- 
lotte, Atlanta,  Montgomery,  and  Mobile,  to  the 
emporium  of  the  South.  To  this  is  to  be  added 
the  fact  that  this  line  must  be  the  eastern  term- 
inus of  the  Southern  Pacific  railway,  which 
by  two  routes  will  tap  it  in  Georgia.  Cro^siiig 
the  Missisbippi  at  Vicksburg  and  also  at  Mem- 
phis, the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  will  find  a 
thousand  miles  of  its  line  to  New  York  at 
work.  And  for  the  success  of  so  grand  a 
scheme,  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Uailroad 
Company  is  now,  as  it  has  heretofore  been, 
forc^  to  contest  eveiy  inch  with  its  implac- 
able enemy,  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad. 
The  one  road  proposes  to  make  Washington  a 
very  important  point  on  the  great  highway  of 
commerce  between  the  Pacific  and  the  Atlantic ; 
the  other  aims  to  obslruot  everything  neces- 


sary to  so  desirable  an  object,  and  it  proposes 
nothing  but  obstruction. 

4.  Every  ingenuity  of  opposition  has  been 
resorted  to  and  has  failed  until  now.  The  Legis- 
lature of  Maryland,  and  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  have,  in  the  face  of  continual 
and  bitter  opposition,  granted  a  charter  for  the 
Baltimore  and  Potomac  railroad.  The  city 
of  Baltimore  under  like  opposition  has  granted 
the  right  of  way  through  iis  limits.  The  House 
of  Representatives  has,  within  a  few  days, 
given  the  very  grant  now  asked  for,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  more  than  two  to  one,  to  wit,  115 
to  65.  The  city  of  Washington,  in  a  spirit  of 
liberality  and  progress,  has  given  this  very 
right.  And  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  is 
the  last  hope  of  those  whose  only  aim  is  to 
keep  the  capital  of  the  nation  isolated  from  the 
nation. 

5.  By  granting  this  nght,  approved  by  every 
other  authority  having  power  to  grant  or  refuse 
it,  the  projects  for  the  benefit  of  Washington 
and  the  whole  South  are  successful.  By  deny- 
ing this  the  earnest  efforts  already  made  must 
prove  abortive,  and  the  vast  capital  already 
invested  for  the  regeneration  of  the  southern 
region  is  lost.  You  now  pay  eleven  dollars 
per  ton  for  coal ;  we  aid  to  reduce  it  to  six 
dollars  by  cheaper  freights.  You  now  spend 
nine  hours  and  a  half  going  to  New  York ; 
we  propose  to  run  that  in  six  and  a  half.  It 
is  now  seven  hours  to  Richmond :  we  will  put 
you  there  in  four.  New  York  to  New  Orleans 
is  seventy  four  hours ;  we  will  land  passengers 
in  fifty-two.  Freights  are  now  excessive ;  we 
will  carry  freight  at  thirty  per  cent,  of  the  rail- 
road rates  of  to-day,  and  at  much  lower  figures 
than  it  is  carried  by  sea.  In  short,  every  ad- 
vantage which  a  continuous  line,  ample  capi- 
tal, energy,  and  a  regard  for  the  convenience 
of  the  public  can  give,  is  now  offered  by  the 
road  that  asks  this  right.  And  against  this  it 
is  argued  that  a  grant  so  beneficent  in  its 
consequences  will,  in  some  way  or  other,  be 
unjuHt  to  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad 
Company. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  have  only  to  add  that 
I  look  upon  this  question  now  entirely  as  one 
of  reference.  Whether  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton has  a  legal  right  to  this  land  or  not  is  a 
question  which  can  be  decided  afterward.  If 
they  have  none,  they  cannot  give  it  to  a  rail- 
road company  ;  but  certainly  they  have  a  right 
to  designate  where  a  railroad  shall  come  in  or 
go  out  of  the  town.  That  is  a  municipal  reg- 
ulation entirely,  and  one,  I  think,  which  no. 
other  authority  can  or  ought  to  interfere  with. 
The  city  government  and  the  people  here  are 
the  best  judges  of  that;  and  it  is  entirely  a 
question  for  the  city  of  Washington  to  decide, 
and  for  nobody  else. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  Allow  me 
to  ask  the  Senator  what  document  that  was 
that  was  read  by  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  It  was  part  of  my  speech. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  do  not  desire 
to  go  into  a  discussion  of  the  real  merits  of 
this  question  at  the  present  time.  The  ques- 
tion now  is,  as  the  Senator  says,  a  question 
of  reference. 

It  is  contended  on  the  part  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  that  the  title  to  this  land  is  not  in 
the  United  States ;  and  yet  he  reads  from  the 
act  granting  all  the  rights  which  the  city  of 
Washington  has  to  the  land,  which  were  to 
cease  and  determine  provided  they  did  not 
perform  certain  conditions- precedent,  and  it 
IS  also  apparent  that  the  $150,000  were  paid 
on  condition  of  the  return  of  all  the  lands  that 
were  ceded. 

I  admit  the  ground  contended  for  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  and  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  that  if  this  is  not  the  land  of  the 
United  States,  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds.  I  say  that  it  is  the  property  of  the 
United  States  ]  and  I  do  not  believe  that  any  | 


lawyer  who  will  examine  the  statotes  on  ihi 
subject  will  decide  otherwise.  At  all  eveats. 
I  do  not  believe  that  on  a  mere  question  d 
reference,  the  Senate  will  be  ready  to  decide 
in  advance  that  we  have  no  title  to  it;  and  tLit 
is  the  question  that  we  are  called  opon  to  d^ 
cide  if  we  refer  it  to  the  CommiUee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  should  like  to  ask 
my  friend  a  question. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont    Certainly. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  ask  the  Senator  ini 
Vermont  if  the  city  of  WashiDgton  basest 
since  1834  collected  rents  on  this  very  laad? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  1  do  cot 
believe  that  the  city  of  Washington  has  ob- 
tained  any  title  by  occupation  at  all.  If  ibt 
is  the  title  of  the  city  of  Washington,  allov  me 
to  say  with  all  respect,  it  is  a  very  dirty  liiit 

Mr.  P ATTERSO N .  Very  well ;  it  may  be 
a  very  dirty  one,  but  some  dirty  tities  are  trj 
strong  ones.  The  Senator,  howeTer,  did  not 
answer  my  question.  1  asked  him  if  the  d(y 
of  Washington  had  not  collected  rent  oo  this 
very  land  since  1834. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Not  tis 
whole  of  it ;  on  a  portion  of  it^ 

OBDKR  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Cas 
PEKTER  in  the  chair. )  The  morning  hour  br- 
ing expired,  the  Indian  appropriatioo  billii 
before  the  Senate.  In  consequence  of  tbe 
order  made  by  the  Senate,  fixing  to-day  atcM 
o'clock  for  the  consideration  of  bills  report^ 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  tb« 
Chair  will  recognize  the  chairman  of  that  eoia- 
mittee,  thct  Senator  from  Maasachasettf,  [Mr. 
Wilson,]  to  enable  him  to  take  theseoseof 
the  Senate  by  moving  to  lay  the  appropriatioa 
bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  hope  the  Senator  froa 
Massachusetts  will  allow  us  to  finish  tiusqces- 
tion. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  lonlydeire 
to  occupy  a  few  moments  more. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  It  will  take  but  a  liul« 
while 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  If  there  ba 
no  objection,  the  Indian  appropriatioD  bili 
will  be  passed  over  informally  for  the  porpo^ 
of  taking  a  vote  on  this  question. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  do  not  object  to  a  to1« 
being  taken. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  deaire  to 
say  a  word  or  two  more. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  And  I  wish  to  »j » 
word  on  this  question  of  reference. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  inn 
the  nature  of  an  objection.  The  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  is  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Then  I  move  that  their 
dian  appropriation  bill  be  passed  orer  fortbe 
purpose  of  taking  up  bills  from  the  Mihtwy 
Committee. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  fflo- 
tion  of  the  Senator  should  be  to  lay  the  appn)- 
priation  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Very  well?  I  mske  lltt^ 
motion. 

.  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  TheSwf 
tor  from  Massachusetts  moves  to  Isythelnoaa 
appropriation  bill  on  the  Uble  forlhepBrpo» 
of  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  w"' 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Miut«y 
Affaira.  ^   .  . 

Mr.  CAMERON.     Cannot  I  amend  tW 

of  COD- 


to  lay  on  the  table  cannot  be  amended,  ta^^ 
not  debatable. 

The  motion  was  agreed  toj  there  beiD|,  w 
a  division — ayes  29,  noes  16. 

Mr.  WILSON.    I  now  move .    . 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Allow  me  to  ffltke  • 
motion.  .^j 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  hope  I  shall  be  v^rmm 
to  go  on. 
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The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  order 
of  the  day  now  is  bills  reported  by  the  Com* 
mittee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  to  give  way  that  I  may  make  a 
motion.  I  move  to  postpone  all  other  orders 
tor  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  this  question 
ill  regard  to  t'^e  location  of  the  depot. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  should  be  glad  to  accom- 
modate the  Senator,  bat  I  think  we  can  ^et 
through  in  a  couple  of  hours  with  all  the  bills 
we  have  from  the  Military  Committee,  and 
bt^fore  we  adjourn  he  will  have  time  enough  for 
that.  I  hope  he  will  allow  me  to  go  on.  This 
day  has  been  set  apart  specially  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  know  that,  but  I  think 
we  can  get  through  with  this  matter  iu  a  few 
momenta.  There  will  be  no  farther  discus- 
bion. 

Mr.  WILSON.  At  the  saggestion  of  Sen- 
tors  abput  me,  I  will  let  the  regular  ordei  go 
over,  not  to  exceed  half  an  .hour,  if  we  can 
get  a  vote  in  that  lime  on  the  railroad  bill. 

Mr.  CAMERON.     Very  welL 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Massachasetta  consents  that  the  basiness 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  post- 
poned for  half  an  hour  with  a  view  of  dis- 
posing of  the  question  of  the  reference  of  the 
railroad  bill. 

BALTIMOKB  AND  POTOMAO  RAILKOAD. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2187)  to  confirm  the  action 
of  the  board  of  aldermen  and  common  council 
of  the  city  of  W^ashington  designating  a  depot 
site  for  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac  Railroad 
Company,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Yermoot.  I  am  not 
entirely  ignorant,  as  the  Senator  from  Penn* 
sylvauia  would  seem  to  represent  me,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  progress  and  the  vast  increase  of 
the  power  and  strength  of  railroads.  I  re- 
member that  the  first  engine  that  was  put  up 
by  Stephenson  in  1824  ran  only  six  miles  an 
hour.  Five  years  later,  in  1829,  an  engine 
was  constructed  so  as  to  run  fifteen  miles  an 
hour.  In  1834  it  was  increased  still  more, 
until  now  it  is  possible  to  run  an  engine 
seventy  miles  an  hour. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Will  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  give  way  to  see  if  we  cannot  pro 
ceed  wiih  the  Indian  appropriation  bill? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  Senate 
has  voted  it  down. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  But  we  can  move  to 
take  it  up.  If  the  Senator  will  give  way,  I 
will  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  should 
hardly  think  that  would  be  quite  fair  to  my 
friend  from  Massachusetts,  who  gave  way  for 
thirty  minutes  fur  the  purpose  of  having  a  vote 
upon  the  reference  of  this  railroad  bill.  I  do 
nut  propose  to  occupy  more  than  five  minutes. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  not  unaware  of  the 
utility  of  railroads.  I  am  not  unaware  of  the 
rapid  spread  of  them  through  this  and  other 
eouutnes.  I  am  not  unaware  that  in  Penn- 
sylvania they  have  a  corporation  that  started 
without  a  dollar  invested  in  any  railroad  at  the 
lime,  which  now  has  the  control  of  railroads 
from  Philadelphia  to  Chicago,  to  St.  Louis 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  want  to  correct  a  mat- 
ter of  lact  ou  the  part  of  the  Senator.  He  says 
the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  Company  started 
without  a  dollar  of  capital.  It  started  with 
$U, 000,000  paid  up,  and  they  have  paid  inter- 
est every  day  since. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Bat  did  not 
own  a  single  mile  of  railroad. 

Mr.  CAMERON.    They  built  them. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  And  that 
corporation  extends  in  its  connections,  or  did, 
as  iar  as  Salt  Lake.  It  has  come  here ;  it  has 
gone  south  to  Mobile  and  New  Orleuis,  and  I 
know  that  in  addition  to  the  potent  influence 
of  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  we  have  this 
extended  influence  to  meet  upon  this  occasion. 


I  desire  to  say,  however,  that  I  do  not  impute 
any  unworthy  motives  to  Senators,  whether 
they  have  passes  in  their  pockets  or  not.  I 
believe  that  if  a  Senator  should  find  a  pass  in 
his  pocket  that  influenced 'his  vote  he  would 
immediately  get  rid  of  it.  I  have  that  confi- 
dence ioi  Senators  to  believe  that  they  would 
not  be  influenced  in  their  votes  in  relation  to 
a  matter  of  this  kind  by  any  petty  favors  of 
that  sort. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  are  other  consid- 
erations in  relation  to  this  matter.  It  is  by  no 
means  settled  yet  whether  the  laws  passed  in 
1870  and  1871  in  relation  to  the  canal  here 
will  prove  to  be  such  laws  as  will  be  beneficial 
or  be  tolerated  for  an^  length  of  time.  If  we 
may  believe  the  most  intelligent  engineers  that 
we  have  here,  such  men  as  General  Meigs, 
Captain  Patterson,  and  at  least  a  dozen  others 
of  the  most  eminent  of  their  profession,  what 
we  have  done  will  have  to  be  entirely  nndone. 
We  have  authorized  the  city  government  here 
and  the  Board  of  Public  Works  to  take  charge 
of  this  canal  and  to  make  a  sewer,  or  to  close 
it  up  and  cover  it  up,  as  they  may  see  fit  They 
have  seen  fit  to  go  forward  and  avail  themselves 
of  an  appropriation  made  by  Congress  of 
$60,000  and  the  authorization  of  $100,000  tax 
to  cover  up  the  outlet  leading  westward  to  the 
Potomac. 

Now,  it  is  said  by  these  engineers — with  what 
truth  I  do  not  know,  but  certainly  with  so  much 
of  probability  as  to  be  worthy  of  our  consider- 
ation— that  whenever  a  freshet  shall  come  here 
upon  a  high  tide,  the  whole  of  this  superstruc- 
ture that  has  been  put  up  here  covering  up  the 
outlet  will  be  broken  and  this  part  of  the  city 
will  be  flooded.  In  1868 — ^and  we  have  not 
had  a  severe  storm  since — in  the  space  of  two 
and  a  half  honrs  this  little  raging  Tiber  here 
rose  two  feet  and  an  inch.  And  now  it  is 
proposed  to  have  only  one  outlet  for  sewerage 
and  one  other  for  the  Tiber,  and,  as  a  matter 
of  course,  the  tide  rises  as  high  whether  you 
approach  by  way  of  the  navy  yard  or  whether 
you  approach  from  the  west  side  i'rom  the  Poto- 
mac, and  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  will  be 
found  for  the  purposes  of  sanitary  security  that 
we  shall  have  to  have  an  open  space  for  the 
canal  and  for  the  outlet  something  larger  than 
can  be  merely  covered  up  in  an  ordinary  brick 
sewer. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Let  me  correct  my 
friend.  There  are  two  outlets.  There  is  one 
east  or  southeast  for  the  sewers  on  this  side 
of  Fifth  street  and  for  Tiber  creek.  There 
is  another  outlet  southwesterly  for  the  sewers 
on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  said  there 
was  one  outlet  for  the  sewers  and  the  other  for 
the  Tiber.  Now,  if  it  should  so  happen  either 
for  the  purpose  of  the  health  of  this  city  or  in 
case  of  any  large  amount  of  freshet  at  a  flood- 
tide  that  the  outlets  for  the  sewers  and  for  the 
Tiber  were  insufficient,  then  this  site  for  the 
railroad  might  be  interfered  with;  it  would 
have  to  l^  removed,  and  a  new  outlet  would 
have  to  be  found  at  whatever  cost  or  expense. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  do  not  desire  to  go 
into  a  discussion  of  what  may  be  considered 
the  merits  of  the  question.  As  I  said  before, 
if  the  Senate  are  ready  to  vote  that  this  ground 
belongs  to  the  city  of  Washington,  and  that 
the  United  States  have  no  title  to  it,  then  I 
do  not  ask  that  they  shall  refer  this  measure 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds. 

Mr.  TflURMAN.  Mr.  President,  the  qaes- 
tion  before  the  Senate  is  which  committee, 
that  ou  the  District  of  Colombia  or  that  on 
Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  this  bill  ought 
to  be  referred  to ;  in  other  words,  to  which 
committee  does  it  properly  belong?  That  is 
the  whole  question  which  is  now  before  the 
Senate ;  and  in  the  few  remarks  I  shall  make 
I  shall  confine  myself  to  that  question.  I  shall 
not  go  into  the  merits  or  demerits  of  the  bill. 
I  do  not  profess  to  have  that  knowledge  which 
would  enable  me  at  this  moment  sensibly  to 


determine  that  question.  But  I  do  think  I 
know  sufficient  of  the  question  that  is  now 
before  the  Senate  to  enable  me  to  decide  in 
my  own  mind  upon  it. 

I  wish,  however,  to  say,  preliminary  to  that, 
that  this  is  not  a  question  either  about  friend- 
hness  or  unfriendliness  to  any  railroad.  1  do 
not  suppose^  there  is  a  Senator  on  this  floor 
who  is  unfriendly  to  the  Baltimore  and  Poto- 
mac railroad.  I  suppose  it  is  simply  absur 
to  assume  that  there  is  a  Senator  on  the  floor 
who  is  hostile  to  that  undertaking,  and  I 
assume  that  it  is  equally  absurd  to  say  that 
there  is  any  one  here  who  is  an  enemy  of  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad.  It  is  not  a 
question,  therefore,  of  friendship  for  the  one  or 
the  other  of  these  rival  roads ;  nor  is  it  a  question 
whether  or  not  the  city  of  Washington  shall 
have  one  railroad,  or  two  railroads,  or  a  dozen 
railroads.  So  far  as  friendship  for  the  Balti- 
more and  Potomac  road  is  concerned,  Con- 
gress ha^  manifested  its  friendship  toward  it 
again  and  again  and  again,  and  it  has  mani- 
fested its  friendship  in  the  matter  of  a  depot, 
for  it  has  by  act  given  it  a  depot  upon  Vir- 
ginia avenue.  The  whole  question,  therefore, 
is  whether  Congress  shall  go  further  and  give 
it  a  depot  on  the  ground  mentioned  in  this 
bill.  That  is  the  question  so  far  as  the  merits 
of  the  bill  are  concerned.  The  (question  be- 
fore the  Senate,  however,  as  I  said  before,  is 
to  which  committee  shall  it  be  referred. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  upon  that  there 
ought  not  to  be  two  opinions  in  the  Senate. 
Why  should  this  bill  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia?  So  far 
as  the  authorities  of  the  District  are  concerned 
they  are  fully  committed.  They  have  agreed 
to  the  provision  of  this  bill.  The  District 
authorities  have  done  so,  and  unless  it  is  in- 
tended or  contemplated  by  the  District  Com- 
mittee to  reverse  what  the  legislative  authority 
of  the  District  has  done,  I  see  no  necessity  or 
propriety  for  referring  it  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  should  like  to  ask 
my  friend  from  Ohio  if  he  thinks  it  is  the  func- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  in  the  Senate  to  ratify  everything 
that  is  done  by  the  District  government? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  No,  sir;  and  it  is  not 
the  function  of  this  committee  to  ratify  what 
needs  no  ratification,  either.  When  the  ques- 
tion comes  before  us  as  to  whether  an  act  of 
the  District  government  shall  be  ratified 
which  needs  our  confirmation,  then  it  may  be 
for  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia 
to  consider  that  question,  if  there  is  no  other 
committee  to  which  the  subject  more  appro- 
priately belongs  ;  but  when  it  is  not  a  question 
of  ratifying  something  that  needs  our  ratifica- 
tion, then  I  do  not  see  that  that  committee  has 
anything  particularly  to  do  with  it 

But  the  real  auestion  here  is  this :  shall  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  permit  this 
depot  to  be  established,  which  will  more  or 
less  interfere  with  the  improvements  of  our 
own  property,  which  are  in  contemplation  by 
a  large  portion  of  Congress,  which  have  been 
the  subject  of  discussion,  and  of  favorable 
discussion  in  Congress  for  several  sessions  at 
least,  if  not  for  several  years?  It  is  a  ques- 
tion what  we  will  do  with  our  own  property  ; 
and  the  supervision  of  that  property,  the  care 
of  that  property,  the  watchfulness  over  that 

groperty,  belongs  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
•nildings  and  Grounds.     If  it  does  not,  pray 
what  does  ? 

It  is  said  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  that  we  do  not 
own  this  property.  1  think  that  has  been  very 
well  answered  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont ; 
and  certainly  I,  for  one,  am  not  willing  to  de- 
cide beforehand  that  we  do  not  own  it  So 
far  as  I  understand  the  question,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  title  is  in  the  United  States.  But 
if  it  were  admitted  that  the  title  to  this  partic- 
ular spot  upon  which  the  depot  is  to  be  located 
does  not  belong  to  the  United  States,  that  does 
not  determine  the  question,  for  still  comes  the 
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point  whether  a  depot  there  will  interfere  with 
the  improyement  of  the  property  which  does 
belong  to  the  United  States,  and  which  is  in 
the  charge  and  under  the  guardianship  of  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. 
This  very  bill  itself  recognizes  the  possibility 
that  the  construction  of  this  depot  at  the  point 
indicated  may  interfere  with  the  public  park. 
The  bill  recognizes  it  by  its  provisions,  and 
there  is  an  attempt  made  to  provide  for  that 
very  difficulty  in  this  bill  itself.  Then,  upon 
the  very  face  of  the  bill,  it  appears  that  here 
is  a  question  whether  or  not  we  can  improve 
our  own  property  as  we  may  desire  to  improve 
itf  and  at  tne  same  time  this  company  may 
have  the  depot  which  it  desires  to  have.  Ought 
not  that  question  to  go  to  the  committee  that 
has  charge  of  the  land  which  maybe  converted 
into  a  park?  Ought  not  that  (juestion  to  go 
to  the  committee  which  is  specially  charged 
with  the  guardianship  and  the  watchfulness 
over  the  property  of  the  United  States  in  this 
eity  ?  If  not,  I  should  like  to  know  what  ought 
to  go  to  that  committee.  I  should  like  to  know 
what  is  the  use  of  that  committee  at  all  if  a 
question  like  this,  affecting  the  use,  the  im- 
provement, the  embellishment,  the  enjoyment 
of  the  property  of  the  United  States,  is  not  to 
go  to  that  committee.  What  is  the  use  of  that 
committee  at  all  if  a  question  like  this  is  to 
be  taken  from  it  and  referred  to  some  other 
committee? 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  there  never  was  a 
clearer  case  in  the  world  for  a  reference  than 
there  is  for  this  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds.  It  seems 
to. me  that  every  consideration  of  propriety 
and  every  consideration  of  respect  for  our  own 
committees  require  that  we  shall  send  the  bill 
to  that  committee.  It  is  an  able  committee ; 
it  is  an  impartial  committee ;  it  is  a  committee 
that  has  aischarged  its  duties  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  Senate ;  it  is  a  committee 
that  has  commended  itself  to  the  Senate  by 
the  wisdom  of  its  recommendations  and  by 
the  industry  with  which  it  has  taken  care  of 
local  matters — an  industry  that  does  not  re- 
ward the  committee  with  fame  or  reputation — 
an  industry  that  is  the  simple  discharge  of 
duty ;  and  that  committee  that  has  thus  faith- 
fully performed  its  duties,  and  performed  them 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Senate,  ought  not  to 
be  overslaughed  in  the  manner  that  is  now 
proposed. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  I  think  it 
proper  to  make  a  remark  or  two  on  this  ques- 
tion. I  think  there  ought  to  be  no  difficulty 
in  referring  this  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Buildings  and  Grounds.  It  is  a  subject 
that  must  necessarily  from  the  character  of 
it  attach  itself  to  this  committee.  That  com- 
mittee is  created  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  public  grounds  and  as  having  special  charge 
of  them,  and  in  seeing  that  uuder  all  circum- 
stances they  shall  be  held  toUieir  proper  uses. 

I  have  had  the  honor  of  being  on  that  com- 
mittee for  the  two  years  preceding,  and  I 
remember  very  well  when  this  corporation 
first  applied  for  a  depot  in  some  part  of  the 
city  of  Washington.  There  was  no  opposi- 
tion to  its  having  a  proper  depot  for  all  its 
purposes.  That  committee  then,  as  stated  by 
the  honorable  chairman,  examined  the  whole 
case,  the  whole  matter  was  before  that  com- 
mittee, and  it  determined  without  a  dissenting 
voice  that  its  depot  should  be  upon  Virginia 
avenue.  There  was  nothing  beyond  that 
required.  It  was  then  under  the  supervision 
of  that  committee.  Nothing  beyond  that  was 
asked,  and  it  was  supposed  it  woald  afford  all 
the  facilities  required  by  the  company. 

I  may  as  well  remark  here  that  when  I  made 
the  inquiry  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Cameron]  in  regard  to  the 
character  of  the  paper  that  was  read  from  the 
desk,  I  had  in  mind  the  fact  of  his  having 
disclaimed  all  interest  in  this,  the  Baltimore 
and  Potomac  railroad  ;  and  that  paper  going 
on  with  the  word  **we,''  pcomising  to  do 


all  kinds  of  things,  I  imagined  it  was  from 
some  officer  of  the  corporation  promising  to 
the  Senate  what  they  would  do  in  case  this 
privilege  was  granted  to  it. 

Now,  it  does  not  become  any  of  us — and  in 
that  respect  I  regretted  exceedingly  to  hear 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  make 
an  assault  on  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  railroad ; 
it  is  a  great  necessity  and  a  great  enterprise, 
and  I  know  that  on  this  floor  it  has  not  a  single 
enemy  when  you  come  to  consider  it  in  its  real 
relations ;  I  am  not  the  partisan  of  that  rail- 
road, nor  am  I  the  enemy  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Potomac,  I  am  for  all  railroad  facilities  for 
this  District  that  can  be  afforded  to  any  city — 
it  does  not  become  us,  as  I  was  before  pro- 
ceeding to  say,  as  Senators  to  be  the  partisans 
of  any  railroads  upon  this  floor.  It  is  not 
befitting  our  public  character.  The  idea  that 
any  Senator  upon  this  floor  in  his  official 
capacity  should  be  the  partisan  of  any  corpor- 
ation ;  that  he  should  be  the  partisan  or  the 
enemy  of  any  railroad ;  that  from  a  partisan 
spirit  he  should  be  willing  to  yield  up  the 
public  propertv  at  the  desire  of  a  railroad 
president  or  the  corporators  of  a  railroad, 
could  not  be  considered  honorable  to  that 
Senator ;  it  would  dishonor  the  character  and 
the  dignity  of  his  office. 

I  am  far  from  partisan  in  this  matter,  and 
I  am  in  favor  of  every  railroad  having  all 
proper  facilities  in  this  District ;  but  in  afford- 
ing railroad  facilities  in  this  District  to  any 
corporation  that  may  think  proper  to  come 
here,  is  it  required  upon  our  part  that  we  shall 
locate  a  depot  at  the  foot  of  Uiis  Capitol,  or  in 
the  Capitol  grounds  themselves  ?  Are  there 
not  other  grounds  around  here  affording  all 
fiskcilities  ?  We  allowed  this  company  to  ap- 
proach the  Capitol ;  we  allowed  it  to  pass 
around  it ;  we  gave  it  a  depot  on  Virginia  ave- 
nue, all  that  it  then  asked.  There  was  no  dis- 
senting voice,  no  trouble  in  doing  that.  It 
was  the  highway  south  to  Mobile  and  New 
Orleans.  Nobody  undertook  to  interrupt  it 
in  its  route  there.  It  affords  facilities  to  this 
District ;  it  can  afford  facilities  to  the  North 
and  to  the  South ;  but  we  have  reserved  to  us 
and  to  our  control  the  public  grounds,  designed 
by  the  founders  of  this  capital  for  certain 
great  purposes,  and  which  purposes  should 
be  hela  sacred  until  the  day  this  ceases  to  be 
the  capital.  It  was  never  imagined  that  they 
should  be  yielded  up  for  railroad  depots  and 
for  other  railroad  conveniences  and  other  like 
purposes. 

Mr.  President,  you  know  the  character  of  a 
depot.  Go  to  any  city  and  you  see  it ;  place 
it  anywhere  in  a  city  or  town,  at  once  you  see 
its  paralyzing  effects  upon  that  locality.  Go 
to  the  Camden  station  in  Baltimore  city?  Go 
to  the  depot  of  the  New  York  and  New  Haven 
railroad  ?  It  is  but  a  short  distance  from  Fifth 
avenue,  and  yet  see  the  immediate  surround* 
ings  of  that  depot.  It  is  surrounded,  true,  by 
low  groggeries,  but  the  people  leave  it  and  tto 
elsewhere  away  from  it  to  reside  and  to  do  the 
higher  branches  of  business. 

Here  you  propose  to  do  what?  I  am  not 
talking  to  the  merits  of  this  bill,  nor  do  I  now 
desire  to  do  so,  but  I  am  referring  rather  to 
the  fact  that  you  propose  to  locate  by  this  bill 
this  depot  right  upon  your  public  grounds,  and 
right  upon  the  western  front  of  the  Capitol. 
I  Cake  an  interest  in  this  matter  for  one  of 
many  reasons.  I  was  on  the  committee  when 
this  was  under  investigation  a  year  ago,  and 
when  we  granted  to  this  company  a  ri^ht  to 
enter  this  city  and  gave  to  it  a  depot  with  no 
objection  whatever,  and  I  felt  then  that  noth- 
ing more  would  be  required.  You  propose  to 
put  a  depot  right  in  your  public  park,  and  not 
only  that,  but  you  propose  to  give  it  a  thor- 
oughfare through  it.  Now,  go  with  me  to  the 
Baltimore  and  Ohio  depot,  look  down  this 
beautiful  North  Capitol  street  you  are  just 
now  parking,  and  you  will  see  how  much  its 
beauty  will  be  marred  by  this  depot  and  the 
road  leading  toitj  you  always  will  find  sail- 


road  cars  passing  and  repassing  or  reaais'iir 
upon  the  track,  and  from  the  necessity  of  C. 
case  you  have  besides  the  unseemty  m  of  > 
depot  itself  surrounded  by  canine;  ao^  ii 
kiuds  of  vehicles  and  all  kinds  of  people.  Y.^ 
are  going  to  permit  all  this  in  the  heart  cf 
your  beautiful  park,  are  yoa? 

This  capital  was  not  designed  or  laid  out  iv. 
ten  years  or  for  fifty  years.  In  the  great  at 
sign  of  the  founders  of  it,  in  the  great  laiiii 
of  George  Washington,  it  was  laid  oqi  for  ou. 
two,  three,  five  hundred  years,  for  a  thoBi&tc 
years ;  yes,  forever,  or  as  long  as  oor  dri- 
ization  lasts.  They  stood  opoo  thii  Ci«i.&! 
Hill,  and  Uiey  looked  down  through  Umi  k 
hundreds  of  years  when  we  might  aoBki 
population  of  three  hundred  million  pecp«: 
and  now  you  contemplate  pervertiDf  i:  k 
other  purposes  than  the  grand  ones  disiftec. 
You  propose  now  to  make  apiaceforcuiniiii 
depote  and  railroad  crossings,  right,  uw,  uiii 
midst,  in  the  very  heart  of  this  graad  put 
spreading  out  from  the  foot  of  Capitol  hi.:): 
the  President's  Mansion.  This  waa  to  reus 
forever  as  they  ori|^nally  foaoded  and  desi^ 
it,  and  to  destroy  it  in  this  war  is  a  ciimt  A 
railroad  depot  is  a  nuisance— 1  admit,  a  neas 
sary  nuisance.  In  locating  it  we  shoaldnotoLi 
consult  the  public  convenience,  bat  the  ti^r 
priate  surroundings,  and  make  both  cooibt: 
if  possible.  The  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rubtd 
depot  was  many  years  upon  PeDfifijiTtu 
avenue.  It  was  removed  back  from  theireo;; 
to  its  present  site. 

I  appeal  to  gentlemen  here— 1  bow  iw^ 
how  it  IS  in  the  West,  but  I  know  it  is  bo  in «« 
East ;  £0  into  any  of  your  large  citiec^udju 
will  find  in  the  immediate  vicinitj  of  depaiz 
that  all  kinds  of  enterprise,  so  far  ss  the  c^: 
struction  of  substantial  buildings  is  cooeercsi 
is  suspended  and  that  kind  of  property  isic 
predated  in  value.  Go  to  the  depot  in  flsms 
burg,  and  wherever  you  g;o,  so  far  as  i  ^^i 
knowledge,  you  will  find  the  same  cobi^ 
tion  of  things  about  depots.  And  it  ii  p^' 
posed  to  place  a  depot  with  its  necessarT^ar 
roundings,  and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  fi* 
they  are,  in  the  midst  of  these  beucl^ 
grounds  I 

Mr.  President,  it  may  be  said  that  I « 
speaking  upon  the  merits  of  this  qaesiioiL  1 
desire  to  avoid  this,  but  one  cannot  h«p » 
ferring  to  it.  But  these  groonds  are  nndff  tk 
special  charge  of  the  Committee  on  ?i^-* 
Buildings  and  Grounds.  Why  should  notu« 
bill  go  to  this  committee  hayiog  suchsp^t^ 
charge  of  these  grounds?  ^ 

There  is  some  question  about  whether  t^a 
land  appropriated  by  the  city  belongs  w  «>• 
public  grounds.  I  believe  it  does,  but  1  »^ 
not  about  that.  It  is  adjacent  to  theo,«^ 
the  track  is  obliged  to  pass  over  them  m^ 
depot. 

1  have  nothing  to  say  about  this  city  app 
prialing  the  public  grounds.    I  know  n« 
about  the  city  authorities.    I  know  th»u. 
city  authorities  can  attempt  anything.  i}J^- 
that  their  present  power  is  not  in  the  spuiic. 
the  Constitution.     It  was  intended  to  b«^ 
this  District  the  capital  of  this  counlr/,  ^ 
everything  and  all  in  it  subordioste  w  <|« 
legislation.     We  are  here  to  protect  sad  PJ^ 
serve  it  as  our  capital  and  preserve  <>«' P".';, 
reservations.     We  are  to  protect  our  pa^; 
buildings.     We  are  here  to  mainisinttf"^^ 
nity  of  our  Government  and  that  respef'  ^ 
to   ourselves  as  its  representatives,  w    ^ 
pretensions  and  character  of  ^^}^^^  Jj^, 
against  all  the  people  who  may  be  oe'*    , 
do  or  attempt.     With  them  we  ta«  "%* 
to  do ;  we  have  a  right  to  control  iheo. 
have  a  right  to  legislate  for  ihem,  w'JJ^ ; 
action  is  no  rule  of  conduet  for  me.       ^^^ 
know  what  this  city  government  nj»y  °   ,^ 
not  do.     I  know  they  have  'l'«P<"r  ^-ot 
large  piece  of  land  not  belonging  to  it, »»  ^ 
no  consideration  at  all.     I  do  not  desi^ 
disparage  it.i^  But  casually  looking  wi  Bi^ 
is  now  doing  aronud  you  ia  this  ay/i 
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kfter  street  dug  ap,  bills  cat  down  and  ▼alleys 
illed  up,  it  dues  seem  to  me  that  for  the  sake 
>f  a  contract  they  would  dig  down  the  Mount 
>f  Olives  and  fill  up  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat. 
.Laughter.] 

[  Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  rise  to  object  to 
illing  up  the  valley  of  Jehoshaphat.  I  have 
lo  objection  to  tilliog  that  ap  if  the  city  is  dis- 
>ofted  to  do  it,  or  to  filling  up  the  canal  down 
lere.  I  merely  winh  to  suggest,  after  bear- 
ing this  eulogy  of  Washington,  that  the  great 
objection  to  Washington  has  been  the  want 
of  communication  to  ik  It  has  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment more,  and  created  more  dissatisfac- 
tion on  account  of  the  want  of  railroad  com- 
municaiion  than  all  else.  It  has  even  created 
the  feeling  that  made  people  talk  about  re  mov- 
ing the  capital.  That  seemed  to  the  gresit 
majority  of  people  as  insane  talk,  but  it  never 
would  have  been  talked  about  if  it  had  fair 
railroad  facilities.  Here  is  a  railroad  that 
proposes  to  come  in.  I  do  not  propose  to 
attack  the  railroad  or  to  make  an  opposition 
to  a  fair  chance  to  a  railroad  coming  in.  I  do 
not  see  that  there  is  any  particular  occasion 
to  loake  a  speech  against  any  particular  rail- 
road ;  bot  one  thing  we  want  in  this  city  if  it 
is  to  be  a  capital :  we  want  railroads ;  we  want 
to  get  to  it.  That  is  about  as  important  as  any 
other  consideration  in  regard  to  the  capital. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  half  hour  is  out  now. 
[*'  Voter*  **  Votel"]  1  have  no  objection  to 
a  vote. 

Mr.  HAMLIK.  I  only  rose  to  express  the 
hope  that  the  Senate  would  vote,  and  not  dis- 
CU8S  the  merits  of  the  question,  which  is  alio* 
gether  out  of  order  on  this  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  thirty 
minutes  have  expired ;  bat  if  there  be  no  objec- 
tion the  vote  will  be  taken. 

Mr.  MORTON.  What  is  the  question  ? 
The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  to  the  motion  wrhich 
was  made  to  refer  this  bill  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  amendment 
being  to  strike  out  **  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia''  and  insert  '^Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds. *' 

Mr.  MO  RRILL,  of  Vermont.  On  that  I  ask 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  OSBORN.  On  this  qaestion  I  am  paired 
with  the  Senator  from  Maryland,  Mr.  Viokers. 
He  would  vote  *'yea"  if  here,  and  I  should 
vote  **uay." 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  oays, 
resulted — yeas  18.  nays  38;  as  follows: 

YEAS—Messrs.  Blair,  Backiogham.  CSole,  Cooper, 
Diivi«  of  West  Virginia,  Edmunds.  Ferry  of  Con- 
necticat,  UamiltOD  of  Maryland.  Hamilton  of  Teznfl, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norwood. 
6auUbury.  Schun,  ISprague,  Stevenson,  Taorman, 
iiud  Trumbull— 18. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Ames.  Caldwell.  Cam- 
eron. Carpenter,  Casserly,  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cragin. 
Ferry  of  Michigan,  Frehnffhuysen.  Gilbert,  Hamlin, 
]Illl.  Uitohcock,  Howe,  Juhnstou,  Kellogg,  Kelly, 
L<)i;aD,  Morton,  Nye,  Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Pool, 
Prutt.  R;imsey,  Robertson.  Scott,  Sherman,  Bpencer, 
titewari.  Stockton,  Tipton,  West,  Wilson.  Wmdoin, 
and  Wriicht— 38. 

A B;)ENT— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Boreman, 
Brownlow.  Conkling,  Corbett,  Davis  of  Kentucky, 
Feuton,  Flanagan,  Goldthwaite,  Harlan,  Lewis, 
O^born,  Kioo,  Sawyer.  Sumner,  and  Viokor»— 17. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qaestion 
recurs  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PKTITIONB  AND  BiKMORIALg. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  np  House 
bill  No.  838^ 

Mr.  THUmf  AN.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Massachusetts  that  he  allow  from  now  to 
two  o'clock  for  morning  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection )  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  will  be  acquiesced  in.  The  Chair  will 
therefore  receire  petitions  and  memoriala. 


Mr.  SAWYER  presented  the  petition  of 
Coleman  Bohannon,  a  loyal  citizen  of  Ala- 
bama, praying  to  be  indemnified  for  thirty-two 
bales  of  cotton  wrongfully  seized  and  taken 
from  him  and  appropriated  by  the  United 
States ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Mr.  THURMAN  presented  two  petitions 
of  citizens  of  Ohio,  late  soldiers  of  the  United 
States,  praying  for  an  equalization  of  boun- 
ties and  for  bounty  land,  without  the  require- 
ment  of  settlement  and  cultivation ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  CRAGIN  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  praying  that  the 
A.  B.  Wilson's  patents  for  sewing-machines 
may  not  be  extended ;  which  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Brazil  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany, asking  increased  mail  steamship  service 
between  the  United  States  and  Hrazif;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland,  presented 
a  petition  of  ship-owners  and  others,  praying 
the  passage  of  an  act  creating  a  board  of  ship- 
pini^  commissioners  for  the  merchant  marine ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  BLAIR  presented  the  petition  of  Am- 
brose N.  Dunn,  praying  compensation  for 
timber  taken  to  boild  defenses;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Aflhirs. 

Mr.  ALCORN  presented  the  petition  of 
Partain  Burgess,  of  luka,  Mississippi,  praying 
the  removal  of  his  political  disabilities  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  COOPER  presented  the  memorial  of 
M.  G.  L.  Claiborne,  praying  compensation  for 
property  used  by  the  Army,  and  for  property 
destroyed  as  a  miltai^  necessity ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  SCHURZ  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  praying  that  a 
survey  of  the  Mississippi  river  be  ordered 
between  that  city  and  Cairo ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
^  Mr.  CHANDLER  presented  a  petition  of 
soldiers  of  the  late  war,  praying  an  increase 
of  pension  to  those  who  are  permanently  dis- 
abled by  loss  of  limbs  or  of  both  eyes  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Michigan,  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  praying  for 
the  equalization  of  bounties ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

PAPSRS  WITHDRAWN  AND   RBFBRRKD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COOPER,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  of  William  Spenee. 

E raying  compensation  for  property  taken  and  naed 
y  the  Army  of  the  United  States  \n  the  jrears  1862 
and  1863,  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

RKPOKTS  Of  COMMITTKKS. 

Mr.  WEST,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
98G)  relinquishing  certain  wharf  property  to 
the  city  of  New  Orleails,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  SPRA6UE,  from  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  William  Wheeler  Hubbell,  of 
Pennsylvania,  praying  an  appropriation  to 
satisfy  the  unpaid  baUnce  of  the  verdict  ren- 
dered in  his  favor  under  the  joint  resolution 
of  Congress,  approved  June  8,  1864,  for  the 
use  of  several  million  of  his  patent  fuses  for 
explosive  shells  by  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  transfer  of  his  patents 
to  the  United  States  in  pursuance  of  said  joint 
resolution,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERMAN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Fiaanoe,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 


881)  to  provide  for  the  abatement  or  repay- 
ment of  taxes  on  distilled  spirits  in  bond  de- 
stroyed by  casualty,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM,  from  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  944) 
to  provide  for  the  claims  of  the  Pottawattomie 
Inaians  residing  in  Michigan  and  Indiana; 
which  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second  read- 
ing, and  he  submitted  a  report;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  886)  to  incorporate  the  New  Mexico 
Central  Railroad  Company,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  887)  to  authorize 
the  building  of  the  New  Mexico  and  Gulf  rail- 
way, and  for  other  purposes,  reported  it  with 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  162)  to 
refund  certain  moneys  now  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  Navy  pension  fund,  reported  it 
with  an  amendment,  and  he  submitted  a  report 
thereon ;   which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1720)  to  confirm  the  title  of  John 
Boyer  to  certain  lands  therein  described,  have 
directed  me  to  report  it  favorably.  I  will  state 
that  this  bill  is  simply  to  correct  an  error,  and 
the  passage  of  the  bill  is  recommended  in  a 
letter  accompanying  it  from  the  Commissioner 
of  the  General  Land  Office.  I  ask  that  it  be 
put  on  its  passage  at  once. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  do  not  want  anything  of 
that  kind  to  be  done  ttis  morning. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  biU 
will  be  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

BILLS  INTRODUCSD. 

Mr.  MORTON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  946)  for  the  removal  of  the  political  disa- 
bilities of  Levi  S.  Russell,  of  Savannah,  Geor- 
gia: which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  select  Committee  on  the  Removal  of 
Political  Disabilities,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RKUBBN  B.  HATCH. 

Mr.  LOGAN  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution ;  which  was  considered  by  uuanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to  : 

Be^olved,  That  the  Secretary  be  directed  to  return 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the  papers  in  the 
ease  of  Reuben  B.  Hatch,  formerly  assistant  quarter- 
master, they  having  been  examined,  in  acoordaoce 
with  a  resolution  ot  the  Senate  of  Maich  28, 1872. 

DULDTU  HAKBOK. 

Mr.  WINDOM  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution ;  which  was  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  agreed  to : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  communicate  to  the  Senate  puch  information  «a 
may  be  in  possession  of  the  War  Department  re- 
specting the  oaoal  and  dike  at  Dulutb,  Minncflota, 
and  their  effect  upon  the  harbor  of  Superior,  Wis- 
consin. 

SNLiaTUBNT  OP  MINORS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  morning  business  being 
over  now,  I  move  to  take  up  House  bill  No. 
888. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  888)  to  provide 
that  minors  shall  not  be  enlisted  in  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States  without  the 
consent  of  parents  or  guardians.  It  provides 
that  no  person  under  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  shall  be  enlisted  or  mustered  into  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States  without 
the  consent  of  his  parents  or  gnardians,  if 
such  minor  shall  have  parents  or  guardians 
entitled  to  his  custody  and  control.  In  case 
any  officer  knowingly  violates  the  provisions 
of  the  act  by  the  enlistment  or  muster  of 
a  minor,  he  shall  be  liable  to  be  arrested  and 
tried  by  a  court-martial,  and,  upon  oonvictioni 
shall  be  dismissed  from  the  servioe^  or  suffer 
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such  other  puDishment  as  such  coart  may 
direct. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  suggest  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  an  amendment,  to  insert  the 
word  **  written"  before  ** consent." 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  accept  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
in.  The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time. 
Xhe  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

NATIONAL  OKMKTKRIKS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  now  to  take  up 
Senate  bill  No.  446. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  446)  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  establish  and  to  pro- 
tect national  cemeteries,"  approved  February 
22,  1867.  it  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  select  the  superintendents  of  the  national 
cemeteries  from  meritorious  and  trustworthy 
soldiers,  either  commissioned  officers  or  en- 
listed  men  of  the  volanteer  or  regular  Army, 
who  may  have  been  disabled  for  active  field 
service  in  the  line  of  duty.  The  superintend- 
ents are  to  receive  for  their  compensation  from 
seventy-five  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  month, 
according  to  the  extent  and  importance  of 
the  cemeteries  to  which  they  may  be  respect- 
ively assigned,  to  be  determined  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War ;  and  they  are  also  to  be  fur- 
nished with  quarters  and  fuel,  as  now  provided 
at  the  several  cemeteries. 

An  amendment  was  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  in  section  one,  line 
six,  to  insert  after  the  word  ''Army'*  the 
words  ''  who  have  been  honorably  mustered 
out  or  discharged  from  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

rOftT  COLLI N8  RBSKRVATION. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  House 
bill  No.  1776  declaring  the  lands  constituting 
the  Fort  Collins  military  reservation,  in  the 
Territory  of  Colorado,  subject  to  preemption 
and  homestead  entry  as  provided  tor  in  exist- 
ing laws. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill,  which  declares  that  the  lands 
constituting  the  Fort  Collins  military  reserva- 
tion, in  the  Territory  of  Colorado,  so  far  as 
the  same  have  not  been  lawfully  disposed  of 
since  their  reservation,  are  hereby  restored  to 
the  United  States  and  made  subject  to  pre- 
emption and  homestead  entry,  as  now  provided 
for  by  law. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  POMEEOY.  I  inquire  whether  those 
lands  are  not  valuable  lands,  and  whether,  by 
restoring  them  to  the  public  land  system,  they 
may  not  go  directly  to  some  grant  which  has 
been  made  which  covers  that  section  of  coun- 
try? I  do  not  know  the  fact,  but  I  have  found 
out  that  out  of  all  our  grants  we  except  mili- 
tary reservations  and  Indian  reservations,  but 
the  moment  you  restore  those  resorvaiions  to 
the  public  lands,  the  grants  take  effect;  the 
lands  do  not  go  to  settlers,  but  go  to  the  rail- 
roads they^  are  granted  to.  I  do  not  know 
whether  this  is  one  of  those  cases  or  not ;  but 
it  is  liable  to  be. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  bill  provides  that  those 
lands  which  have  not  been  lawfully  disposed 
of  since  they  were  reserved  are  hereby  restored 
to  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  FOMEROY.  They  could  not  be  law- 
fully disposed  of  while  they  were  in  a  reserva- 
tion. Now,  you  extinguish  the  reservation, 
and  then  they  will  be  disposed  of  under  the 


existing  laws,  and  if  there  is  a  law  granting 
them  to  some  railroad  company,  the  railroad 
will  get  them  in  preference  to  the  settler. 

Mr.  WILSON.  They  ere  only  subject  to 
preemption  and  homestead  entry  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  FOMEROY.  If  you  put  in  the  word 
^*only"  after  **  homestead  entry, V  so  as  to 
read  ^*  subject  to  preemption  and  homestead 
entry  only." 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  do  not  object  to  that 
amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DANIEL  ORNBR. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  tp  take  up  next 
House  bill  No.  1238. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1238)  to  remojve 
the  charge  of  desertion  agninst  Daniel  Orner, 
late  private  in  company  H,  ninety-first  regi- 
ment Pennsylvania  volunteers.  The  pream- 
ble recites  that  Daniel  Orner,  late  a  private  in 
company  H,  ninety-first  regiment  of  Pennsyl* 
vania  volunteers,  stands  charged  on  the  records 
of  the  Adjutant  General's  office  with  desertion  ; 
that  he  was  on  duty  with  his  regiment  until 
after  the  surrender  of  Lee,  in  April,  1865,  and 
lefl  his  regiment  because  of  severe  illness,  and 
because  he  shared  in  the  general  belief  that 
the  war  had  then  closed,  and  was  absent  from 
his  regiment  but  eight  hours,  and  afterward 
died  from  the  effects  of  the  disease  contracted 
in  the  line  of  bis  dutv.  The  bill  therefore 
authorizes  and  directs  the  Adjutant  General  to 
remove  the  charge  of  desertion  asainst  Daniel 
Orner,  late  private  in  company  H,  ninety-first 
regiment  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ISAAC  B.  KINKBAD. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  next  to  take  up 
House  bill  No.  1670. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1670)  for  the 
relief  of  Isaac  B.  Kinkead.  It  directs  the 
Paymaster  General  of  the  Army  to  pay  to  Isaac 
B.  Kinkead,  late  a  captain  in  the  seventy- 
seventh  regiment  Ohio  volunteers,  out  of  any 
money  appropriated  for  the  pay  of  the  Army, 
the  full  pay  and  allowances  of  a  captain  of 
infantry,  from  the  Slst  day  of  October,  1862, 
to  the  18rh  day  of  April,  1868. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MIS88AGB  FROM  TIIK  H0U9K. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPHERSOif ,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  following  bills 
and  joint  resolution  ;  in  which  it  requested  the 
concurrence  of  the  Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  809)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  refund  certain 
moneys  to  James  O.  P.  Burnside; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  646)  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  F.  Tracy ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1022)  for  the  relief  of 
aged  and  infirm  preemption  settlers ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1274)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  F.  Spencer,  of  Indiana ; 

A  bill  (H.  k.  No.  1496)  to  carry  out  certain 
provisions  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1866,  and 
lor  the  relief  of  settlers  on  the  Cherokee  lands 
in  the  State  of  Kansas; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2246)  for  the  relief  of 
James  T.  Johnston,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2247) giving  the  approval 
and  sanction  of  Congress  to  the  termini  and 
route  of  the  Anacostia  and  Potomac  River  rail- 
road, and  to  regulate  its  construction  and 
operation ; 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  B.  No.  181)  relating 


to  the  commissioners  of  claims  appoinud 
under  act  of  Congress  approved  March  t, 
1871  ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  991)  urofiding  fortht 
relief  of  certain  invalid  peusioners: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1664)  for  tbe  relief  of 
William  F.  Barker,  postmaster  at  Korthvilie^ 
Fulton  county.  New  York; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2044)  to  aothorize  tbe 
appointment  of  shipping  commissiooersbjihe 
several  circuit  courts  of  the  United  States  to 
superintend  the  shipping  and  discharge  of  m- 
men  engaged  in  merchant  ships  beluogicf  to 
the  United  States  and  for  the  tnrther  pr^le^ 
tion  of  seamen ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2258)  for  the  relief  of 
Cathron  &  Magnire,  bankets  and  broken  of 
the  city  of  Rome,  Georgia; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  22o6)  for  the  relief  of  V. 
H.  Kirk ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2266)  mtbonzing  \k 
Postmaster  General  to  issue  ooe-eeBiom' 
spondence  or  post  cards  for  transmissigfi  ia 
the  United  States  mails. 

JOHN  C.  SMITH. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  upHo.« 
bill  No.  1803. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Seatv. 

as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  :o 

consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1303;  tu  &stc<i 

tbe  first  section  of  an  act  entitled  ^'Aoftcu 

provide  for  the  disposition  of  useless  militr? 

reservations/'    approved   February  24.  h'l. 

It  proposes  to  amend  the  first  seciioo  of  tk 

act  of  February  24,  1871,  by  addiog  thett'w 

tbe  following  proviso: 

And  provided  further.  That  npoa  ^ymcst  of  t':f 
appraised  value  by  John  C.  Smith,  or  his  beuit 
pateot  shall  be  isaaed  to  said  Smith,  or  bis  betr.  <}r 
BO  much  of  the  military  hay  reaenre  of  Fort  Wiln- 
Walla,  Washington  Territory,  aa  it  •mbraMditut 
north  halt  of  section  twenty-six,  towiudup  >v  - 
north,  of  range  No.  35  east  of  tbe  WilluDeiu  n^'- 
dian,  so  soon  after  each  payment  m  tbe  uid  ds.a 
shall  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  thercfisterudi^t 
receiver  of  the  proper  land  office  thai  be  vasio<'< 
lawful  possession  of  said  land  under  thepr«eiE(i'i 
laws  of  the  United  States  at  tbe  time  stid  lani  na 
taken  by  the  military  authorities  fersbunMrre 
as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  apprehend  there  oa 
be  but  one  objection  to  that  bill.  Tiui 
gives  him  a  half  section  instead  of  a  qv&^^^f 
section.  We  generally  give  preiJmpwR  » 
quarter  section.  This  bill  gives  a  half  aecuM. 
i  have  no  objection  to  it,  however. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  vitboi^> 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading)  tm 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

LAWKBNGB  PORTIFIOATION  CUTiriCATS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  npSewtt 
bill  No.  807. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  mil  s. 
No.  807)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  JV»f"» 
pay  certain  certificates  issued  for  fonin»*«^ 
purposes  in  Lawrence,  Kansas,  was  n*l  tw 
second  time  and  considered  as  in  Coo<i>it' 
tee  of  the  Whole.  It  directs  the  Secreury  o! 
War  to  cause  to  be  paid  certain  ceruliw^^^ 
vouchers  issued  pursuant  to  military  suibor 
ity,  at  Lawrence.  Kansas,  in  the  year  Iw^ 
for  services  performed  in  the  ^'*^^°J>*j 
fortifications  at  that  point,  as  recomfljew*' 
by  General  James  A.  Hardie,  la«P*cwr 
General  of  the  United  States  Anpy,"'^': 
investigation  into  the  claims  of  citi«ns  w 
Kansas,  reported  to  the  War  Departmenu  »i« 
that  the  amount  thereof  be  paid  out  of ««? 
funds  under  tbe  control  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. The  certificates  are  to  be  p»id  ap-^" 
presentation  to  the  Secretary  of  ^y»?'^^v'^ 
aisbursing  officer  as  he  shall  appoiut  tori^ 
purpose }  and  the  payments  are  not  to  extft* 
in  the  aggregate  the  sum  of  $3|O00. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  Che  Senate  «•" 
out  amendment,  ordered  to  be  eogrosseo  l^ 
third  reading,  rfxad  the  third  Ume,  andp*s*«' 

JAMBS  MDBPHT. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  Sena» 
biU  No.  228. 
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The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  bill  (S. 
No.  228)  for  the  relief  of  James  Murphy  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It 
directs  the  Secretary  of  War  to  cause  to  be 
paid  to  James  Murphy,  of  Maine,  who  was 
improperly  arrested  as  a  deserter  and  forced 
to  serve  as  a  soldier  in  the  tifieenth  regiment 
of  Maine  volunteers,  although  never  enlisted 
or  mustered  into  the  military  service,  the  pay 
aud  bounty  of  a  private  from  ihe  22d  day  of 
August,  18G3,  until  the  date  of  his  discharge, 
such  payment  to  be  made  out  of  any  money 
appropriated  for  the  pay  of  the  Army. 

~  The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  aud  passed. 

JSMKRIO  SZABAU. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  Senate 
bill  No.  486. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  bill 
(S.  No.  486)  for  the  relief  of  Brevet  Colonel 
Emeric  Szabad  was  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  it  directs  the  Paymaster 
General  to  allow  and  pay  to  Brevet  Colonel 
Emeric  Szabad  the  full  pay  and  proper  allow- 
ance of  an  aid-de-camp  on  duty  in  the  field, 
wiih  the  rank  of  captain,  from  the  Isc  day  of 
April,  1862,  to  the  date  of  his  muster,  the 
same  being  for  actual  services  rendered  in  the 
lield. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

8ALB0F  PROPSBTr  AT  AUaCdTA,  GKOKGIA. 

Mr.  WfLSON.  1  move  to  take  up  Senate 
bill  No.  626. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  y  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  626)  to  authorize  the 
aale  of  certain  public  property  at  Augusta, 
Georgia.  It  authorizes  the  Secretary  ot  War 
to  etfect  the  sale  of  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
sixt^-eight  acres  of  land,  more  or  less,  situ- 
ated about  two  and  a  halt  miles  from  the  pres- 
ent L'nited  Staiesarseualat  Augusta.  Georgia, 
which  comprises  the  site  ol  ttie  old  United 
Scales  arsenal  and  the  adjoining  laud  purchased 
by  the  so  called  confederate  btaU^e,  which  fell 
to  the  United  States  as  captured  property,  and 
of  all  the  material  and  buildings  of  the  powder- 
works  erected  by  the  so-called  confederate  gov- 
ernment thereon,  on  the  most  advantageous 
terms  to  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CLAIMS  FOR  ADDITIONAL  BOUNTY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  House 
bill  No.  1180. 

Tbe  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1180)  to  eztend  the  time  for  filing 
claims  for  additional  bounty,  under  the  act  ot 
July  28,  1866,  was  considered  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  tbe  Whole.  It  extends  the  time  for 
filing  claims  for  additional  bounty,  under  the 
act  of  July  28,  1866,  which  expired  by  limit- 
ation January  13,  1871,  until  the  30th  day  of 
January,  1873;  and  all  claims  for  such  boun* 
ties  tiled  in  the  proper  Department  afler  the 
13th  day  of  January,  1871,  and  before  the 
passage  of  the  present  act,  are  to  be  deemed 
to  have  been  hied  in  due  time,  and  be  con- 
sidered and  decided  without  filing. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
skcaeiidment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

dOLDlBUb'  M0NUMK:(T  AT  MOUND  CITY.     ' 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  House 
Joint  resolution  No.  108. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  ia  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  joint  resolution  (li.  H.  No.  108) 
granting  condemned  cannon  for  the  erection 
of  a  soldiers'  monument  at  Mound  City,  lili- 
Dois.  It  authorises  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
deliYsr  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois 


four  pieces  of  condemned  brass  cannon,  and 
thirty  round  shot  of  proper  size,  to  be  used  in 
the  erection  of  a  soldiers'  monument  at  Mound 
City,  Illinois. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the 
Senate  without  amendment,  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DISPOStTION  OP  MILITARY  RBSKRVATI0N8. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  Senate 
bill  No.  608. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  (S. 
No.  608)  to  correct  an  error  in  the  act  approved 
February  24,  1871^  was  read  a  second  time, 
and  considered  as  m  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
It  provides  that  so  much  of  the  act  entitled 
"An  act  to  provide  for  the  disposition  of  use- 
less military  reservations,"  approved  February 
24,  1871,  as  locates  the  military  reservation  of 
Fort  Walla- Walla,  in  ''Oregon,"  is  amended 
so  as  to  read  "Washington  Territory,"  the 
actual  location  of  the  reservation. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DK8TKUCTI0N  OP  SDLDIKRS'  PKOPBRTY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  bill  (S.  No.  618)  authorizing  com 
pensation  to  the  members  of  company  B, 
fourteenth  infantry,  for  private  property  de* 
stroyed  by  fire  on  the  Nashville  and  Chatta- 
nooga railroad,  to  report  it  back  without 
amendment,  and  ask  for  its  present  consider- 
ation. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  War 
to  cause  to  be  ascertained  the  actual  value  of 
the  private  property  belonging  to  the  officers 
and  men  of  company  B,  fourteenth  infantry, 
as  well  as  the  company  property  belonging  to 
the  company,  and  the  camp  and  garrison 
equipage  and  stores  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  that  were  destroyed  by  fire  on  the 
Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad,  on  the 
14th  o(  August,  1869,  and  to  certify  the  value, 
when  so  ascertained,  to  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury,  who  shall  thereupon 
proceed  to  state  an  account  in  favor  of  the 
persons  to  whom  any  money  may  be  so  ascer- 
tained to  be  due,  and  to  pay  the  sumsso found 
due  out  of  any  monev  in  the  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated.  The  aggregate  sum 
so  paid  for  private  property  is  not  to  exceed 
$5,723  29,  whatever  may  be  the  certified  value 
of  the  property.  The 'Secretary  of  War  is 
authorized  to  institute  proper  proceedings, 
either  in  the  courts  or  otherwise,  as  he  may 
deem  best,  to  recover  for  the  United  States 
the  value  of  tbe  property  so  destroyed  from 
the  person,  company,  or  corporation  found 
liable  therefor. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MILITARY  RBSBRVATION  AT  FORT  STANTON. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  Senate 
bill  No.  609. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  bill  (S. 
No.  609)  to  reduce  the  limits  of  the  military 
reservation  at  Fort  Stanton,  New  Mexico,  was 
read  the  second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  It  authorizes  and  in- 
structs the  Secretary  of  War  to  reduce  the 
limits  of  the  military  reservation  at  Fort  Stan- 
ton, in  New  Mexico,  to  a  tract  not  exceeding 
sixteen  square  miles.  The  new  limits  of  the 
reservation  are  to  embrace  a  strip  of  land 
eight  miles  in  length,  and  to  extend  one  mile 
from  each  bank  ot  the  liio  Bonito :  the  bound- 
aries thereof  to  be  determined  by  ine  Secretary 
of  War,  and  the  residue  of  the  reservation  to 
be  thrown  open  to  settlement  and  occupation 
under  the  homestead  laws  of  the  united 
Slates. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 


anaendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

soldiers'  hontthkntal  assooiations. 

Mr.  WILSON.     I  move  to  take  up  House 
bill  No.  1781. 


The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  lo 
consider  the  bilUH.  H.  No.  1781)  authorizing 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  deliver  condemned  ord- 
nance to  certain  soldiers'  monumental  associa- 
tions. It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
deliver  (if  the  same  can  be  done  without  detri- 
ment to  the  Government)  four  condemned  can- 
non and  sixteen  cannon  balls,  for  the  purpose 
of  ornamenting  the  grounds  surrounding  sol- 
diers' monuments,  to  each  of  the  following 
associations,  namely,  to  the  Jefferson  county 
(Ohio)  Monumental  Association  ;  to  the  Wash- 
ington County  (Pennsylvania)  Monumental 
Association;  to  the  Soldiers'  Monument  As- 
.sociation  at  Cortland  village,  New  York ;  to 
the  Hancock  County  (Ohio)  Soldiers'  Monu- 
mental Association;  to  the  Soldier's  Monu- 
ment Association  at  Greencastle,  Indiana  :  to 
the  Buchanan  County  (Iowa)  Soldiers'  Mon- 
ument Association;  to  the  Youngstown  (Ohio) 
Soldiers'  Monument  Association  ;  and  a  like 
number  to  the  superintendent  of  the  national 
cemetery  at  Andersonville,  Georgia,  to  be 
placed  in  said  cemetery. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  tbe  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BUJININO  OF    storks  AT  GLASGOW,  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  now  to  take  up 
Senate  bill  No.  869. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  869)  for  the  relief  of 
certain  citizens  of  Glasgow,  Missouri,  and  for 
other  purposes.  It  authorizes  and  directs  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  cause  to  be  examined  and 
audited  the  claims  of  William  D.  Matthews, 
Horace  Walker,  August  Hannaed,  T.  W. 
OiggeB,  Henry  Joseph,  John  G.  Eberly,  Joseph 
Slettmund,  and  John  Chamberlain,  of  Glas- 
gowf  Missouri,  for  losses  sustained  by  them 
from  the  burning  of  Government  stores  at  that 
place  on  the  16th  of  October,  1864,  by  order 
of  Colonel  Chester  Harding,  United  States 
Army,  to  prevent  them  from  falling  ihto  the 
hands  of  the  enemy ;  and  when  so  audited, 
they  are  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  appro- 
priated for  the  regular  supplies  of  the  quarter- 
master's department  of  the  Army.  Ihe  sec- 
ond section  directs  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
cause  tu  be  investigated  and  audited  all  claims 
of  counties  in  the  loyal  States  for  the  destruc- 
tion of  court- houses  and  county  buildings  while 
in  the  use  and  occupation  of  the  United  States 
and  resulting  from  such  occupation,  or  which 
were  burned  by  rebel  forces  in  destroying 
Government  supplies  stored  therein,  or  ^hu 
quarters  therein  of  Federal  troops,  and  to  pay 
these  claims  out  of  any  money  appropriated 
for  the  regular  supplies  of  the  quartermaster's 
department  of  the  Army. 

The  first  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  was  to  insert  after 
the  name  of  '^  John  Chamberlain,"  in  line 
seven,  the  names  of  **  Simoiu  Hobenheimer 
and  Joseph  Rook." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  ont  the 

second  section  of  the  bill,  in  the  following 

words : 

Sko.  2.  That  tbe  Seoret&ry  of  War  be.  and  hereby 
is,  author ixed  and  directed  to  cause  to  be  iuvesti- 
gated  aDd  audited  all  claims  of  couotieg  in  the  loyal 
States  for  the  destruction  of  court  houses  and  county 
buildings  while  in  the  use  and  ocoupation*of  the 
United  States  and  resulting  from  such  ocoupatiun. 
or  which  were  burned  by  rebel  forces  in  destroying 
Government  supplies  stored  therein,  or  thequarterv 
therein  of  Federal  troops,  and  pay  said  claims  out 
of  any  money  appropriated  fur  the  regular  supplier 
of  the  Quartermaster's  department  of  the  Army. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend* 
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ed,  and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
Tbe  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time)  and  passed, 
llie  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read,  '*  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  citizens  of  Glas- 
gow, Missonri.'' 

PAYMENT  OP  WOUBN  NURSES. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to.  take  up  Senate 
bill  No.  778. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  tbe  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  778)  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  women  nurses  during  the  war. 
It  authorizes  and  requires  the  Secretary  of 
War  to  receive  and  examine  the  claims  of  all 
volunteer  women  nurses  who  rendered  service 
during  the  war  in  the  field  or  in  hospital, 
under  the  direction  and  control  of  the  medical 
authorities  of  the  Army.  He  is  to  eatablish 
regulations  for  the  reception  and  examination 
of  such  claims,  and  to  require  satisfactory, 
proof  of  service  rendered,  which  shall  be  veri- 
fied as  far  as  possible  from  any  records  on  file 
in  the  War  Department.  Compensation  for 
each  claimant  whose  proof  of  service  is  found 
satisfactory  shall  be  calculated  at  the  rate  of 
twenty  dolIarM  for  each  month  of  service,  which 
shall  be  in  full  of  all  claims  and  demands 
against  the  United  States  for  the  period  for 
which  payment  is  claimed.  The  Secretary  of 
War  is  from  time  to  time  to  report  such 
claims  to  Congress  for  final  action,  with  his 
recommendation  thereon ;  and  he  is  not  to 
receive  for  examination  any  claim  not  pre- 
sented before  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1874 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

SOLDIKRS'  B0UNTI8S. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  House 
bill  No.  1782. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1782)  in 
relation  to  bounties,  the  pending  question 
being  on  the  amendment  of  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affkirs,  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert 
the  following : 

That  every  volunteer,  non -com missioned  officer, 
private,'Uiu8ioiao.  and  artificer  wbo  ealisted  into  tbe 
zuilitary  service  of  the  Uoited  Statea  urior  to  July 
22. 1S61,  aiidor  the  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  of  May  3, 1861,  and  the  orders  of 
the  War  Department  issued  in  pursaance  thereof, 
and  was  actually  mu.stcred  into  any  roviment,  cnm- 

Bany.  or  battenr  which  was  accepted  by  the  War 
•opartment  under  such  proclamation  and  orders, 
sbatl  be  paid  the  full  bounty  of  $100,  under  and  by 
virtue  of  the  said  proclamation  and  orders  of  the 
War  Department  in  force  at  the  time  of  such  enlist- 
ment and  prior  to  July  22, 1861 :  Providwi,  That  the 
same  has  not  already  been  paid. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  willing  to  withdraw 
the  amendment  and  take  the  vote  on  the  bill 
as  it  came  from  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Tbeamend- 
ment  will  be  considered  as  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  should  like 
to  hear  some  explanation  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  WILSON.  It  has  been  lying  here  four 
years. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  How  mnch  money  will 
it  take? 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  pay  department  reports 
that  the  probability  is  that  it  involves  about 
two  million  dollars.  The  Presidnnt  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  8d  of  May,  1861,  issued 
a  proclamation  raising  troops.  He  had  no 
right  to  do  anv  such  thing,  but  he  did  it  for 
the  safety  of  the  country.  In  that  proclama- 
tion he  promised  $100  to  all  wbo  would  enlist 
and  wlio  should  be  honorably  discharged.  On 
the  22d  of  July,  1861,  an  act  was  passed  pro- 
viding that  volunteers  should  serve  two  years 
in  order  to  get  the  bounty.  This  proclama- 
tion of  the  President  was  sanctioned  by  act 
of  Congress  on  the  6th  of  August  following. 
The  proclamation  promised  that  persons  who 
were  mastered  into  the  service  ander  it  and 


nnder  the  orders  of  the  War  Department  relat- 
ing thereto  should  receive  their  bounty  of  $100 
on  being  honorably  discharged.  The  payment 
was  refused  by  the  Department.  The  case  was 
then  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  and  the  court 
decided  that  the  Government  was  liable  to  pay 
the  bounty.  The  Government  had  mustered 
into  the  service  eightv-two  regiments,  and  could 
not  tell  to  which  of  these  regiments  the  call 
should  be  applied.  Therefore  the  bill  pro- 
vides that  all  those  persons  enlisted  during 
this  period  who  were  honorably  discharged 
shall  receive  their  bounty  nnder  the  proclama- 
tion ;  and  the  pay  department  make  an  esti- 
mate— it  is  only  a  guess,  they  cannot  tell  cer- 
tainly— that  it  may  reach  to  something  like 
two  million  dollars. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  it  is  more  likely  to 
amount  to  twice  that. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Twice  that  would  assnme 
that  half  the  men  enlisted  were  discharged. 
The  number  of  men  enlisted  was  about  eighty 
thousand  under  that  call.  If  twenty  thousand 
were  honorably  discharged,  one  fourth  of  the 
whole,  it  would  make  $2,000,000;  if  forty 
thousand  of  them  were  discharged,  the  expense 
wonld  be  twice  that.  There  is  no  probability 
that  it  will  be  even  $2,000,000.  I  am  told  by 
the  Second  Auditor  that  he  thinks  that  is  a 
very  large  estimate  indeed ;  but  it  makes  no 
difference  if  it  is  $100,000,000,  it  is  a  sacred 
obligation,  a  promise,  and  ought  to  be  carried 
out.  Ten  years  have  passed  away  without  its 
being  carried  into  effect. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DEPOSITS  OF  SOLDIERS,  BTO. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  Senate 
bill  No.  448. 

•The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (3.  No.  448)  to  estab- 
lish a  system  of  deposits,  to  prevent  desertion, 
and  elevate  the  condition  of  the  rank  and  file 
of  the  Army. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  isan 
amendment  pending,  suggested  by  the  Senator 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Fkeunohutsbn]  when 
the  bill  was  last  up,  after  the  word  **  heirs,*' 
in  line  thirteen  of  the  first  section,  to  insert 
*^  representatives,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  sec- 
tion to  insert  **and  that  such  deposit  be  ex- 
empt from  liability  for  such  soldiers'  debts." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred 
in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

EAST  TENNESSEE  UNIVERSITY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  Senate 
bill  No.  490. 

The  motion  was  aereed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  490)  for  the  relief 
of  East  Tennessee  University.  It  provides 
for  the  payment  to  the  trustees  of  the  East 
Tennessee  University  $18,500,  in  full  compen- 
sation for  all  claims  which  could  be  made  by 
the  university  for  all  damages  caused  to  its 
buildings  at  Knoxville,  Tennessee.  Before 
this  sum  shall  be  paid  a  release  in  full  of  all 
claims  against  the  Government  for  all  dam- 
ages that  might  or  could  be  claimed  by  the 
university  on  account  of  its  buildings  is  to  be 
executed  in  due  form  by  the  proper  officers, 
and  deposited  with  the  treasurer,  along  with 
the  receipt  for  the  money  appropriated. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading,  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

NEW  ORLEANS  WHARV  PROPBRTT. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  a  bill 
reported  to  day,  Senate  bill  No.  936. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 


consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  936)  relinqui^i^ 
certain  wharf  property  to  the  city  ot  Ne» 
Orleans.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  Warv<^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  relinqaigh  po*«j 
sion  of  the  wharf  and  landing  nov  occupiod 
by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  io  tii! 
city  of  New  Orleans  and  to  tarn  OTerthesame 
to  the  authorities  of  that  city. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  vitboat 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  eogrosaed  for  i 
third  reading,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Iflhoaldliketo 
know  from  the  chairman  of  the  committK 
what  the  value  of  this  property  is,  and  wkeiber 
it  is  intended  by  this  bill  to  convey  tbe  utk 
to  it? 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  Senatorfrom  Louisiiu 
introduced  tbe  bill,  and  will  ezplaia  it. 

Mr.  WEST.  The  Senator  from  Nev  Jersey 
asks  whether  it  is  intended  to  relinqaisb  \ti 
title  to  the  property.  There  is  do  title  to  ibis 
property,  except  as  has  been  reported  by  ilc 
Secretary  of  War,  the  right  of  capture.  lt)i 
a  piece  of  property  that  was  occupied  for  tat 
convenience  of  the  Government  daring  \if 
prosecution  of  the  war  in  connectioo  viu 
other  pieces.  Those  other  pieces  have  \.«i 
gradually  surrendered  as  the  necesbities  oi  tie 
Government  were  abated  in  that  quarter.  Tb 
is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  atoug  lU 
river  front  that  is  really  the  propertjofi^ 
city,  and  always  has  been.  It  is  merely  lo 
enable  the  city  to  carry  oat  her  system  of 
wharf  improvements. 

The  bill  was  passed. 

PRB8IDI0    RBSIRVATION. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  op  Seotte 
bill  No.  810. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  tbe  Sepite. 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  reaotned  \m 
consideration  of  the  bill  (3.  No.  810}  le&<iu 
the  Presidio  reservation  to  the  city  of  Sit 
Francisco  for  a  public  park. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  bill  I  hope  will  sot 
be  acted  upon  at  this  time. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  hope  it  will  be  acted  od. 

Mr.  ED M  U N  DS.  Be  good  enoagh  to  vu: 
antil  I  am  throogh. 

The  PHE81D1NG  OFFICER.  Thebiilu 
before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of  t^ 
Whole,  subject  to  debate  or  amendmeDt. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Why  1  wiah  to  »n 
taking  up  time  about  it  is  that  we  hare  seat 
to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  a  vote  of  the  Sec- 
ar.e,  a  resolution  calling  for  information  as  to 
this  reservation,  its  vatue,  and  all  thecircoc 
stances  which  might  guide  our  judgment  ^ 
respect  to  the  disposition  of  it  it  it  l'  '"  ^^ 
disposed  of.  I  think,  therefore,  it  is  U' j^'' '' 
any  Senator  who  feels  a  doubt  about  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill  that  it  should  be  f^ifced  ui-a 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  until  we  shail  p*- 
all  that  information  in  an  authentic  und  wo.- 
plete  form,  and  I  submit  that  considemisoa  to 
my  friend,  the  chairman  of  -the  commu:e«. 
Now  1  am  through  for  the  time  being. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Senator  from  VeriDOsj 
is  very  kind  in  permitting  me  to  hare  b  y^^ 
to  say  on  the  subjecL  It  the  cbairmaa  o.  'M 
Committee  on  Military  Afikirs  desires  to  f ly 
anything,  on  the  subject,  1  will  yield  to  w- 
But  the  substitute  proposed  for  this  bill  «co« 
drawn  up  at  the  War  Department,  and  is  sati- 
factory  to  them.  The  information  the  ^f» 
tor  de8ires,if  it  be  in  addition  to  the  informaaoj 
we  now  have,  is  as  to  the  value  of  the  praj-^r**?' 
which  I  suppose  the  War  Departmeul  ctinco 
very  well  give.  The  Senator's  resolutm?.  i 
know,  was  sent  to  that  Department,  and  J 
reply,  I  think,  has  not  yet  been  <''>"^'75^^l^ 
am  not  certain  abput  that,  however.  lnto« 
come,  I  have  not  seen  it.  ^,  . 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  has  not  been,  i^^ 
is  why  I  say  the  bill  ought  to  go  over. 

Mr.  COLE.  But  that  relates  to  an  imoj' 
terisl  point,  as  to  tbe  value  of  the  propf  > 
We  do  not  desire  that  the  propeity  shall  w 
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ceded  to  San  Franciaoo.  Indeed,  we  would 
rather  the  title  shoold  remain  in  the  United 
Stales ;  and  the  proposition  is  that  so  nraoh 
of  the  reaecvation  as  is  now  a  barren  waste, 
kept  so  for  no  reason  in  the  world,  may  be 
adorned  and  beautified,  which  the  city  of  San 
Fn&ncisoo  ia  willing  to  do,  and  still  leave  it 
subject  to  the  use  of  the  United  States  at  any 
time. 

This  is  a  proposition  in  behalf  of  the  poor 
people,  the  laboring  classes  of  that  city,  and 
not  on  behalf  of  anybody  in  particniar.  It  is 
a  propositioa  on  behalf  of  the  population  at 
large,  and  is  certainly  one  that  the  Senator, 
if  he  knew  as  much  about  it  as  any  person 
who  has  been  in  that  eity,  coukl  not  oppose. 
I  do  not  see  what  basis  there  can  be  for  oppos- 
ing  a  proposition  of  the  sort,  and  I  am  sure 
the  Senator  would  not  oppose  it  if  he  knew  as 
mach  about  it  aa  we  do. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  if  my  friend  will 
pardon  m^^ — 

Mr.  COLE.  One  moment  further,  and  I 
will  give  way  to  the  Senator  with  as  much 
politeness  as  he  did  to  me. 

Mr.  EOM  UNDS.  I  wisib  to  ask  a  question ; 
that  is  alL 

Mr.  COLE.    I  wiU  yield  for  that 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Sena- 
tor, if  he  desires  me  to  know  more  about  it, 
why  he  is  not  willing  to  wait  until  I  can  know 
more  abqat  it  by  getting  information  the  Sen- 
ate haa  ordered  to  be  given  to  us? 

Mr.  COLE.  We  are  approaching  the  fifth 
month,  I  think,  of  the  session,  and  we  are 
likely  to  wait  until  the  end  of  the  session  for 
the  information  the  Senator  desires,  and  that 
is  my  reason.  I  presented  a  petition  here  a 
long  time  b|[0,  signed  by  all  the  leading  men 
of  San  Francisco.  I  believe  it  comprised  among 
the  signers  every  banker  of  that  city,  nearly 
all  the  merohaDts,  and  many  ethers  of  the 
bnsinesa  men,  numbering  about  three  thou- 
sand, asking  for  the  thing,  a  very  extraordin- 
ary petition  in  point  of  numbers  to  be  pre- 
sented in  regard  to  a  matter  of  this  sort ;  and 
if  the  Senator  has  heard  of  a  single  person  that 
mwtests  against  it  I  wish  he  would  name  him. 
I  do  not  suppose  he  has  heard  of  a  single  per 
son  who  protests  against  it. 

Mr.  EPM  UNDS.    In  San  Francisco  ? 

Mr.  COLE.     Ib  San  Francisco. 

Mr.  EDMONDS.    Certainly  not. 

Mr.  COLE.  •  This  oroposition  is  to  allow 
tbem  to  make  use  or  a  mrren  waste  for  the 
purpose  of  .converting  it  into  a  public  park, 
where  the  poor  amn  may  go  on  Sunday  when 
his  work  ia  over  and  rest— where  he '  may 
escape  from  the  smoke  and  dust  of  the  city, 
and  with  hie  wife  and  children  find  recreation. 

Mr.  EDMCJNDS.  Why  can  he  not  rest  in 
the  city  park  now  ? 

Mr.  COLE.  There  is  no  city  park  there, 
nor  can  one  be  made  upon  the  ground  that  is 
set  apart  for  that  to  which  the  Senator  is  always 
alluding.  The  difficulty  that  the  Senator 
labors  under  is  that  he  does  not  understand 
the  thing. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  me  ask  the  honor- 
able Senator  how  &r  it  is  from  this  reservation 
to  the  city  park  at  San  Francisco  ? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  aware  that  authority  is 
given  and  steps  have  been  taken  to  establish 
a  park  there,  but  upon  ground  which  nearly 
all  is  one  drilling  sand  bank,  and  is  incapable 
of  beine  converted  into  a  public  lAirk. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Why  does  not  the  Sena- 
tor answer  my  question,  how  fut  it  is? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  never  measured  the 
distance:  but  it  is  not  far. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Will  the  Senator  be  good 
enough  to  give  us  a  guess,  as  we  would  say  in 
Yankee  land? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  say  no  more  than  a 
half  a  mile,  certainly  not  a  mile. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  say  so,  too. 

Mr.  COLE.  Th^  Senator  seems  to  find 
some  amusement  ia  this,  but  really  I  do  not 
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know  what  the  basis  for  his  merriment  is,  I 
am  sure. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  My  friend  will  pardon 
me.  In  the  way  he  states  it,  it  is  a  mile's 
amusement:  that  is  all. 

Mr.  COLE.  Mr.  President,  here  is  in  the 
midst  of  San  Francisco  a  reservation  of, 
I  believe,  fifteen  or  sixteen  thousand  acres  of 
ground.  The  city  has  approached  this  ground 
in  its  construction ;  the  buildings  are  almost 
around  it;  they  are  certainly  approaching  it 
now.  We  know  from  the  way  in  which  the 
city  extends  that  it  will  certainly  come  up  to 
this  ground  in  a  few  years.  We  all  know  that 
the  podr  people  occupy  the  outskirts  of  a  city 
first ;  they  cannot  go  abroad  in  the  country 
for  recreation;  and  this  will  be  for  their 
special  and  particular  use.  It  will  be  a  great 
accommodation^  I  can  say  to  the  Senator,  to 
that  class  of  people  to  be  permitted  to  use 
this  ground  for  the  purpose  or  walking  upon  it 
and  riding  upon  it,  if  they  happen  to  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  have  the  means  of  riding. 
There  can  be  no  objection  to  the  measure,  ns 
I  have  often  repeated,  and  I  am  sure  if  the 
Senator  would  look  upon  it  himself  and  in- 
vestigate it  he  would  not  object  to  it,  but  would 
go  in  for  it  as  cordially  as  I  do,  or  any  other 
person. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  Senator 
if  there  is  any  railroad  company  that  wants 
that  park  for  a  depot?  If  there  is  any  rail- 
road company  that  wants  the  land  for  a  depot 
I  should  nesitate  before  giving  it  to  the  city. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  COLE.  This  is  distinct  from  all  other 
applications  to  Congress.  If  it  had  been  an 
application  on  behalf  of  a  railroad  corporation 
or  rich  people,  capitalists,  I  apprehend  there 
would  be  less  difficulty  in  getting  it  through. 
It  is  certainly  an  application  on  behalf  of  the 
people,  distinctively  and  exdnsively. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  the  Senator  whether, 
when  he  says  there  would  be  less  difficulty  in 
getting  this  through,  if  it  were  an  application 
on  the  part  of  a  railroad,  he  refers  to  me? 

Mr.  COLE.     Not  byany  means. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  is  perfectly 
aware  that  I  resisted  with  all  my  might  and 
main  an  effort  of  a  certain  railroad  to  get 
Yerba  Buena. 

Mr.  COLE.  In  that  my  friend  from  Ver- 
mont has  done  well ;  but  my  objection  to  the 
ground  he  now  takes  is  that  he  cannot  have 
the  information  that  we  have,  and  that  he 
does  not  act  upon  information. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  And  you  are  determined 
that  I  shall  not  get  it. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  sure  he  cannot  get  it 
without  going  to  look  at  it,  and  I  am  afhiid 
the  Senator  will  never  come  over  and  pay  us  a 
visit  on  that  coast.  I  wish  he  would.  If  he 
should  visit  us  there  and  look  for  himself,  I 
am  verv  well  assured  he  would  favor  this  meas- 
ure. I  might  appeal  to  Senators  who  have 
been  there  and  looked  upon  it  for  themselves, 
who  have  looked  at  this  ground  and  know  the 
situation  of  it  and  the  surroundings,  to  sup- 
port this  bill. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  anxious  about  this 
because  the  people  there  are  anxious  for  it. 
They  see  a  great  waste  in  that  city,  of  no  use, 
but  under  the  control  and.'taanagement  of  the 
War  Department,  a  few  officers,  who,  perhapa, 
pasture  their  cows  upon  it,  and  that  is  all  the 
use  it  is  put  to ;  and  the  only  pjoposition  is  to 

Sermit  the  citizens,  for  their  own  accommo- 
aUon,  for  the  pleasure  and  comfort  of  the 
people,  and  the  health  of  the  people,  to  go  on 
and  beantify  and  adorn  it,  and  have  it  as  a 
place  of  tecreation, 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Why  not  sell  it? 
Mr.  COLE.  I  presume  there  would  be  very 
^rong  objections  on  the  part  of  the  military 
branch  ot  the  Government  to  selling  it,  as 
they  always  ohject  to  selling  their  property ; 
but  we  have  got  them  to  the  point  ot  consent- 
ing that  so  much  of  this  as  they  do  not  need 


for  the  time  being  ma^r  be  devoted  to  the  uses 
to  which  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  devoted,  and 
when  they  have  acquiesced  in  the  form  of  the 
bill  for  such  use  of  the  property,  reserving,  as 
they  do,  except  in  time  of  war,  such  portions 
as  they  need  in  time  of  peace,  it  seems  to  me 
so  reasonable  a  proposition  that  I  really  can 
hardly  persuade  myself  to  advance  arguments 
in  support  of  it  further  than  I  have  done. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  wish  to  take 
any  time  in  debating  the  merits  of  this  bill 
to  day,  for  the  reason  that  I  think  the  Senate 
will  not  be  disposed  to  proceed  with  its  con- 
sideration until  the  resolution  of  the  Senate 
calHng  for  complete  information  on  the  sab* 
ject  is  answered  bv  the  War  Department.  If 
I  were  to  go  into  the  merits,  so  far  as  we  now 
have  information  about  it,  it  would  be  a  pretty 
serious  question  with  me  whether  fifteen  or 
sixteen  hundred  acres  of  land,  which  belongs 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  which 
is  not  needed  for  military  purposes,  should  be 
given  to  the  city  of  San  Francisco  for  a  public 
park  under  the  form  of  a  lease,  instead  of 
being  sold,  as  it  can  be,  for  two  or  three  million 
doUara  for  cash,  and  the  money  paid  into  the 
Treasury.  That  would  be  a  serious  question, 
for  I  doubt  very  much  whether  it  is  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
to  provide  parks  in  all  the  cities  of  the  Union 
where  they  have  real  estate,  for  the  benefit  of 
the  people.  I  know  there  is  a  tract  of  about 
two  nundred  acres  of  land  in  a  city  in  my  State 
not  needed  for  military  purposes,  that  belongs 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
I  can  say  to  my  friend  from  Cslifornia  that  I 
can  get  not  only  the  petition  of  every  man  in 
the  city,  but  of  every  man  in  the  State  to 
whom  the  paper  might  be  presented,  to  ask 
the  Government,  if  they  are  going  into  the 
business  of  letting  the  people  occupy  their 
grounds  instead  of  selling  them  if  they  do  not 
want  them,  to  give  to  the  citv  of  Vergennes,  in 
Vermont,  the  arsenal  grounds  in  that  town,  or 
lease  them  or  lend  them  to  be  occupied  for  a 
park.  It  would  be  very  delightful;  but  the 
people  of  Vermont  have  labored  under  the 
supposition  that  any  property  of  the  United 
States  which  was  not  needed  for  public  pur- 
poses of  the  United  States  had- better  be  sold 
and  thus  be  applied  to  relieve  the  burden  of 
taxation  from  tnem. 

I  confess,  therefore,  that  with  the  informa- 
tion I  now  have,  I  look  upon  this  proposition 
as  the  most  extraordinary  one  (saving  railroad 
nropositioos,  as  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Missouri  has  suggested)  that  I  ever  heard 
presented  to  the  representatives  of  a  people 
that  are  groaning  under  taxation.  It  is  prac- 
tically to  tarn  over  to  a  mnnicipidity  a  great 
amount  of  property  that  the  United  States 
may  happen  to  own  in  that  city  for  their  pur- 
poses, when  it  should  be  sold  for  cash,  not 
being  wanted  for  the  purposes  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  money  put  into  the  Treasury. 
But  I  say  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  the  merits. 
There  is  a  great  deal  more  about  it.  The  city 
of  San  Francisco  has  a  park  which,  if  that 
people  choose  to  do  as  other  people  do,  they 
may  improve,  within  half  a  mile  of  this,  con- 
sisting of  a  thousand  acres,  which  is  entirely 
ample ;  but  that  is  apart  from  the  question. 
I  have  seen  the  map  of  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, and  speak  by  the  book  ;  it  is  within 
half  a  mile  ot  this  reservation,  I  believe }  it  is 
foar  or  five  blocks  off.  There  are  a  thousand 
acres  of  land  that  belong  to  the  city  set  apart 
for  a  park ;  but  thejfr  do  not  find  it  convenient, 
according  to  my  friend — I  did  not  know  that 
before — to  plant  trees  around  it  and  manure 
it  and  put  it  in  order ;  it  is  much  better  to  get 
something  from  the  United  States.  I  suppose. 
Then  throw  up  that  park  and  sell  it  for  the 
benefit  of  the  city.  I  can  see  a  great  many 
ways  in  which  it  would  be  very  handy  for 
the  benefit  of  San  Francisco  to  have .  this 
reservation,  just  as  it  will  be  very  handy  for  a 
certain  railroad  company  to  take  Goat  Island, 
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which  I  have  resisted  hithertOi  and  which  I 
intend  to  resist  until  I  see  better  reason  for 
chaiigiog  my  mind  than  I  have  yet  seen. 

Bat,  as  I  say,  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  the 
merits  of  this,  or  present  maps,  or  take  time. 
I  only^say  it  is  fair  to  the  Senate,  to  the  public, 
to  the  country,  and  to  the  people  that  we  should 
not  undertake  to  dispose  of  this  park  for  any 
purpose  until  we  have  all  the  information 
which  bears  on  the  subject  from  the  War  De* 
partment,  which  we  have  ordered.  I  there- 
fore move  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLE.  If  the  chairman  wishes  that,  I 
will  not  object. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Let  it  be  passed  over  in- 
formally. 

Mr.  COLE.     Very  well. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  want  it  passed 
over  informally  to  be  taken  np  in  an  hour  when 
I  am  out  of  die  Chamber. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Let  it  go  over  until  we  get 
the  information. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  well ;  I  move  then 
that  the  bill  be  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  give  notice  that  I  will  endeavor 
to  have  the  bill  acted  on.  I  want  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  to  take  notice  of  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  Uke  notice,  and  I  will 
be  ready  to  act,  as  soon  as  I  ^t  the  informa- 
tion, to  the  content  of  my  friend  from  Cali- 
fornia. 

OFFIORBS  WOUNDED  AND  IN  OAPTIVITT. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  to  take  up  Senate 
bill  No.  711. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to :  and  the  Sen- 
ate as  in  Committee  of  the  Wnole,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  711)  explanatory 
of  a  joint  resolution  approved  July  11,  1870, 
entitled  *' Joint  resolution  amendatory  of  joint 
resolution  for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of 
the  Army,"  approved  July  20,  1866. 

The  Committee  on  Military  A£Eairs  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  committee  was 

in  line  seven  of  section  one,  after  the  word 

^^shull,"  to  strike  out  *^ not;"  after  the  words 

** construed  to,"  to  strike  out  ** deprive"  and 

insert  **  allow;"  in  line  ten,  to  strike  out  ''of," 

before  the  words  '*  the  same;"  and  to  add  at 

the  end  of  the  section  the  words  '*had  they 

been  present  with  the  command  to  which  they 

were  commissioned;"  so  that  the  section  if 

amended  will  read : 

That  Joint  resolution  approved  July  11, 1870.  enti- 
tled "Joint  resolution  amendatory  of  Joint  resolu- 
tion for  the  relief  or  certain  offioers  of  the  Army/' 
approved  July  26.  lS6d,  shall  be  constraed  to  allow 
any  persons  held  as  prisoners  of  war  by  the  enemy, 
or  who  may  have  been  in  hospital  by  reason  of 
wounds  or  disability  at  the  time  of  or  subsequent 
to  the  issninff  of  their  commissions,  the  same  pay, 
emoluments,  and  benefits  under  this  act  as  if  actu- 
ally mustered  at  that  date :  Provided^  That  a  va- 
oanoy  then  existed,  or  from  snoh  time  thereafter  as 
a  vacancy  did  aotually  exist,  into  which  they  could 
have  been  mustered  had  they  been  present  with  the 
command  to  which  they  were  commissioned. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  two, 
line  one,  to  strike  out  the  words  *^  third  section 
of;"  so  as  to  read: 

That  said  Joint  resolution,  so  far  as  inconsistent 
with  the  provbions  of  this  resolution,  is  hereby 
ropoaled. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  be  glad  to  have 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  explain  to 
us  this  bill.  According  to  my  recollection, 
this  is  a  bill  which  makes  a  very  important 
chaoge  in  the  present  law  respecting  the  dates 
from  which  officers  shall  draw  increased  pay 
on  account  of  promotion,  not  receiving  their 
commissions,  which  they  might  have  received, 
or  nut  being  mustered,  or  whatever  it  may  be, 
which  involves,  as  I  have  understood,  if  it  is 
the  bill  I  think  it  is,  the  expenditure  of  a  large 
sum  of  money.  I  think  we  ought  to  act  con- 
siderately upon  the  subject  and  know  precisely 
what  it  means,  what  it  applies  to,  and  how 


mnch  the  increase  of  constmctiye  pay,  so  to 
speak,  in  respect  to  promotions,  will  amount  to. 

Mr.  WEST.  The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs  has  intimated  to  me  to 
respond  to  the  question  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont.  It  is  true,  as  the  Senator,  from 
Vermont  has  stated,  that  the  very  object  of 
this  bill  is  to  relieve  those  officers  who  either 
by  reason  of  their  being  captured  during  the 
service  or  by  reason  of  wounds  or  disability, 
were  prevented  from  being  mustered  into  the 
service  ;  and  it  is  nothing  more  than  remedial 
legislation  on  a  subject  that  Congress  acted  on 
in  1866,  as  Senators  will  observe  if  they  refer 
to  the  tenor  of  the  act. 

The  joint  resolution  passed  July  26,  1666, 
provided  for  exactly  this  relief;  but  there  was 
unfortunately  a  clause  in  that  resolution  that 
was  ambiguous,  and  it  was  amended  by  the 
resolution  of  July  11,  1870,  which  contained 
a  clause  that  prevented  the  War  Department 
from  complying  with  it.     That  clause  is — 

**That  this  resolution  shall  not  be  construed  to 
apply  to  cases  in  which  under  the  laws  and  Army 
regulations  existing  at  the  time  there  could  have 
been  no  lawfal  muster  into  service  even  after  the 
actual  receipt  of  the  commission." 

The  laws  and  regulations  of  the  service  in 
that  respect  are  emoraced  in  General  Orders 
No.  48,  Noveniber  26,  1868,  which  provide 
that— 

**No  officer  shall  be  mustered  in  to  date  back 
beyond  the  time  that  he  has  actually  been  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  the  grade  into  which  he  desires  to 
be  mustered." 

This  is  to  provide  for  cases  where  officers 
were  captured,  and  pending  the  receipt  of 
their  commissions  were  prevented  from  being 
mustered  into  the  service.  It  is  action  that 
Congress  had  already  taken  or  mea!nt  to  take 
six  years  ago.  This  is  merely  remedial,  to 
correct  an  oversight  at  that  time. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  has  not 
^uite  answered  my  question.  I  am  asking  for 
information,  whether  the  scope  of  this,  the  law 
not  now  providing  for  it,  is  or  is  not  to  give 
increased  pay  to  offioers  who  may  have  not 
been  mustered  in,  whether  owing  to  being  in 
prison  or  for  whatever  cause,  back  to  the  date 
of  the  commissions  which  were  afterward 
issued  to  them  7 

Mr.  WEST.  Yes,  sir,  a  man  might  have 
been  an  enlisted  man,  promoted  to  a  commis- 
sioned office,  who  in  the  mean  time  was  cap- 
tured and  could  not  be  mustered  in. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Captured  after  he  was 
promoted  ? 

Mr.  WEST.  Captured  pending  the  receipt  of 
his  commission,  or  after  his  commission  was 
received  and  before  he  could  be  mastered  in. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  might  makes  all  the 
difference  in  the  world.  If  an  officer  or  sol- 
dier were  captured  after  the  receipt  of  his 
commission  so  that  he  actually,  at  the  time  of 
his  capture,  held  a  given  rank,  and  was  then 
captured,  so  that  he  could  not  be  mustered  in 
on  his  new  rank,  then  I  think  it  wonld  be  a 
matter  of  equity  probably  to  give  him  the  pay 
that  belonged  to  the  rank  indicated  by  the 
commission  ;  but  if  he  were  captured  or  any 
thing  else  happened  to  him  before  he  received 
his  commission  and  before  he  had  been  pro- 
moted, and  then  afterward  while  he  was  in  cap- 
tivity a  vacancy  occurred  which  would  entitle 
him  to  promotion,  and  then  two  or  three  years 
afterward  he  comes  back,  while  somebody  else 
has  been  performing  the  duties  that  he  would 
have  performed 

Mr.  WEST.     No. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  And  takes  his  promo- 
tion  

Mr.  WEST.  Allow  me  to  correct  that  error. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Wait  until  I  state  the 
point. 

Mr.  WEST.  But  you  have  stated  a  point 
that  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  EDMUND3.  That  may  be;  I  have 
not  stated  any  point  at  all,  except  hypothetic- 
ally.     I  say  that  if  the  case  is  so  and  so. 


then  it  wonld  be  a  very  diffisrent  case  inn 
that  of  an  officer  receiving  a  comDision  v: 
having  therefore  got  the  rank  sod  sowe^. 
the  responsibilities,  and  then  happened  to  bt 
taken  prisoner  on  that  day  or  wooodedio  tb: 
he  could  not  be  mustered,  which  ii  a  atrr 
formality,  a  mere  matter  of  proot  Tbere  tb( 
officer  I  think  would  justly  and  elearli  b« 
entitled  to  his  pay,  and  I  undetatand  hj  In 
he  gets  it  now.     There  is  not  thedilBcjItT 
The  difficulty,  as  I  understand  it,  is  id  aootL^: 
class  of  eases.    Take  the  case  of  a  man  w 
at  the  moment  of  capture,  foriUQitrauoQ,ii& 
private ;  in  that  -same  battle,  after  bis  op 
ture  or  during  that  battle,  a  secood  Iieates 
ant  is  killed  by  a  casualty  of  war,  aad  there  i* 
to  be  a  promotion  from  the  rshki  to  fill  3| 
that  place  of  second  lienteoant.   Thii  ^ 
ticular  man  wonld  have  been  promoted  if  b 
had  not  been  captured ;  be  waa  eotitied :. 
promotion  ;  he  gets  it  for  the  lime  beiogf^ra- 
ally  on  the  books,  and  holds  the  place  in loot 
way,  so  that  he  does  not  lose  by  bii  e&purrr 
the  right  to  go  up  when  he  cornea  baek.  B( 
does  come  back,  and  does  go  ap  ioto  a  higur 
rank.     Now  the  question  is  whether  joq  Lt 
to  give  him  constructive  increased  payfor'.fci: 
time  or  not.     If  this  bill  is  to  proTidefon 
class  of  cases  of  that  kind,  it  will  take  agrfv 
deal  of  money  from  the  Treaaory  for  wet 
constrnctive  pay  for  a  rank  that  tbe  petia 
did  not  hold  at  the  moment  of  his  c^ore.  I: 
gives  constrnctive  pay  for  acommiaatonffbid 
is  antedated.     I  say  it  is  wroDS  to  the  rate' 
the  soldiers  and  wrong  to  tbeTreaaa^togm 
it  to  them ;  and  as  I  understand  the  piw^t 
having  heard  something  about  this  on  atoroer 
occesion  under  the  act  of  1866, 1  am  boosd  s 
say  that  I  do  not  think  the  bUl  is  right  qd^ 
existing  circumstances. 

Mr.  WEST.  The  propositioo  of  the  Se 
ator  from  Vermont  is  nndoubtedljcorieetihi 
this  is  intended  as  constructive  pajto  vs 
who  did  not  do  service,  but  aolely  oviBg  u 
the  fact  that  they  were  in  the  baodaof  ti» 
enemy  at  the  time  and  could  not  doit;  be 
there  has  been  nobody  else  wbooocopicd  \^ 
positions ;  their  services  wera  diapeoted  v.u 
or  rather  the  affairs  of  the  Army  were  ca 
ducted  and  these  men  reported  abaeotvtu 
the  rank  to  which  they  had  been  aisigDei. 

In  1866  this  matter  was  understood  b;  Cr 
gress,  and  they  passed  the  resolaiiou  be» 
referred  to ;  but  it  is  ascertained  (bat  o^'4 
to  a  regulation,  nOt  a  law  of  Coogr^'  k 
owing  to  a  regulation  made  by  the  WarD^ 
ment  that  a  man  could  not  be  °^aster(d^ 
unless  he  was  present  with  his  oomsuiB^;  wtst 
parties  were  prevented  from  gettiog  their  pif 
and  it  is  a  mere  qnestion  for  the  geoeroittyo! 
Congress  to  determine  whetber,'wheo  a  otf 
was  captured  by  the  enemy  and  was  aoxi>M 
and  desirous  to  serve  in  the  rank  to  whica  v 
had  been  assigned,  be  should  drav  pay  ^'  f 
in  prison,  as  a  lieutenant,  or  whether  be>ti' 
be  contented  with  the  pittonoe  of  a  pnTi^ 
soldier.  I  think  no  matter  how  much  a«^; 
is  involyed— and  I  do  not  think  >'"*?**: 
of  any  great  moment— it  is  merely  to  do  jbJw 
to  certain  men  who  pined  and  I>^"'v' 
prisons  and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  «<^ 
on  the  field  to  share  the  dangers  o^^'T'll^I 
now  it  is  proposed  not  to  aflow  them  »*  rJ 
that  their  rank  entitled  them  to. 

Mr.  MORTON.    I  have  no  donbt  aboal^* 

justice  and  propriety  of  this  bill.    1  «'*  r 
sonal  knowledge  of  some  cases  ^^*^.^'*°^ 
sions  were  issued  during  the  war,  boi  * 
not  received  because  the  parties  w*"^""  v^ 
were  issued  were  captured.    Again?  coa  ^ 
sions  were  issued  to  persona  who  wei«  » 
time  prisoners  of  war,  but  who  **'**°   JJ^j 
commissions  according  to  the  line  ^^9^^  j 
adopted  by  the  State.    1  am  speakiag  oof^ 
the  volunteer  service.    A  line  of  pfO«B«J* 
was  adopted  by  the  State  of  ^°^^!^i 
a  vacancy  occurred,  the  commission  «■ 
to  the  person  endUed  to  it  in  the  m  oi  P^ 
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motioDt  unless  there  was  some  reason  why  he 
shonld  be  passed  over.  Now,  because  he  was 
a  prisoDer  of  war,  because  he  had  the  misfor- 
tune to  be  captured,  that  was  no  reason  why 
he  should  be  passed  over  and  some  one  else 
put  ia  bis  place.  The  commission  was  issued 
to  bim,  but  at  the  time  it  could  not  be  deliv- 
ered and  he  could  not  Jt)e  mustered  in.  I  insist 
tbat  such  A  soldier  should  not  suffer  because 
of  bis  misfortune.  It  was  to  him  a  cruel  pun- 
ishment to  be  confined  in  such  prisons  as  our 
prifluners  were  held  in.  That  was  enough, 
wiihout  making  that  a  cause  of  loss  of  promo- 
tion and  a  loss  of  pay. 

It  seems  to  me  on  every  principle  of  justice 
this  bill  ought  to  pass.  I  know  of  a  number 
of  cases  myself  that  would  be  covered  by  it.  1 
think  the  objection  made  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  has  not  the  force  that  the  Senator 
seems  to  think  there  is  in  it.  As  a  mere  tech- 
nicality these  men  can  be  kept  out  of  it,  but  as 
a  matter  of  absolute  justice  they  should  not  be 
kept  out,  because  it  is  to  punish  them  for  the 
greatest  misfortune  a  soldier  can  suffer  except 
that  of  death,  and  even  greater  than  death. 

Tbe  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  tbe  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  merely  wish  to  say,  as 
I  do  not  desire  to  take  up  time,  that  I  do  not 
insist  on  any  technicality ;  quite  the  reverse; 
but  1  say  that  it  is  unjust  to  the  soldiers  who 
are  tax  payers,  to  the  soldiers  who  are  pen- 
sioners, who  are  languishing  under  wounds, 
helpless  and  disabled,  to  whom  we  on  account 
of  our  poverty  are  unable  to  give  the  support 
that  we  ought  to  give  to  them,  to  give  con- 
structive pay  to  officers  who  were  not  thus 
wounded  by  a  mere  construction  of  law  in 
dating  back  their  commissions,  and  that  is 
what  It  is.  It  will  take  millions  of  money  from 
the  Treasury,  as  I  am  informed  and  believe. 
I  therefore  ask  for  a  division  on  the  third 
reading  of  this  bill. 

Tbe  question  being  taken,  there  were,  on  a 
di visions— ayes  18,  noes  21. 

Mr.  WlLoON.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 
The  yeas  and  nay v  were  ordered. 
M  r.  WEST.  I  will  not  detain  the  Senate. 
I  merely  wish  to  make  one  remark  in  reply  to 
the  Senator  from  Vermont.  I  conscientiously 
believe  that  half  a  million  dollars  will  cover 
the  expenditures  under  this  bill.  The  Senator 
from  Indiana  says  it  will  not  tiJce  that;  that  I 
have  overestimated  the  amount.  It  is  a  mat- 
ter more  of  feeling  than  it  is  of  profit. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    My  information  is  alto- 
gether different 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — ^yeos  22,  nays  17 ;  as  follows  : 

YEAS  —  Messrs.  Caldwell,  Carpenter,  Clayton. 
y>le.  Cracio.  Ferry  of  Miohigan,  Eeliosff^Jiorrill 
>f  Maine,  Morton,  Nye,  Osbom,  Pratt,  Kamsey. 
lobars,  Sooit,  Spencer.  Stewart,  Sumner,  West, 
Yilson.  Wiadom,  and  Wright— 22. 

NAYS — Messrs.  Aloom,  Ames.  Casserly,  Cooper, 
>avis  of  West  Virginia,  Bdmnnds,  Ferry  of  Connec- 
icat.  GK>ldthwaite,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Hamil- 
on  of  Tezae,  Johnston,  Kelly,  Pomeroy,  Robertson, 
laulebary,  Stevenson,  and  Trumbull— 17. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard.  Blair,  Bore- 
lan.  Brownlow,  Baokingham,  Cameron,  Chandler, 
inkling.  Corbett,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Fenton, 
lanacan,  Frelinghaysen.  Qilbert,  Uamlin,  Harlan, 
[ill,  Hitoboook,  Howe,  Lewis,  Logan,  Morrill  of 
'ermonU  Norwood.  Patterson.  Pool,  Rice,  Sawyer. 
berman,  Spragae,  otoekton,  xbnrman,  Tipton,  and 
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So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 

third  reading. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A8A  Bf.  TBIMBLS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  now  move  to  take  up 
ouae  bill  No.  586. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senatej 
;  in  Committee  of  tbe  Wholoi  proceeded  to 
insider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  686)  for  the 
'.ief  of  Asa  M.  Tnmble.  It  directs  the  Pay- 
aster  General  of  the  Army  to  allow  and  pay 

Asa  M.  Trimble,  late  first  lieutenant  and 
^imentml  quartermaster  of  the  sixty-fifth 
tuo  volunteer  infantry,  out  of  the  appropria* 


tion  for  the  pay  of  the  Army,  the  difference 
between  the  pay  of  quartermaster  sergeant  and 
that  of  second  lieutenant  and  regimental  quar- 
termaster, from  the  Ist  of  May,  1802|  to  the 
9th  of  October,  1862,  inclusive,  he  having 
actnally  acted  in  the  capacity  of  second  lieu- 
tenant and  regimental  quartermaster  during 
that  time,  and  having  received  therefor  only 
the  pay  of  a  quartermaster  sergeant. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PAY  or  ENLISTED  MEN  Of  TUB  ARMY. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  now  move  to  take  up 
Senate  bill  No.  607. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  607)  to  establish  the 
pav  of  the  enlisted  men  of  the  Army.  It  pro- 
vides that  'from  and  after  the  1st  of  March, 
1872,  the  monthly  pay  of  the  following  enlisted 
men  of  the  Army  shall,  during  tbe  first  term 
of  enlistment,  be  as  follows,  with  the  contin- 
gent additions  thereto,  hereinafter  provided : 
sergeant  majors  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
infantry,  twenty-three  dollars;  quartermaster 
sergeants  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry, 
twenty-three  dollars ;  chief  trumpeters  of  cav- 
alry, twenty-two  dollars ;  principal  mnsicians 
of  artillery  and  infantry,  twenty-two  dollars ; 
saddler  sergeants  of  cavalry,  twenty* two  dol- 
lars ;  first  sergeant  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and 
infantry,  twenty* two  dollars;  sergeants  of 
cavalry,  artillerv,  and  infittntry,  seventeen 
dollars ;  corporals  of  cavalry  and  light  artil- 
lery, fifteen  dollars:  corporals  of  artillery  and 
infantry,  -fifteen  dollars ;  saddlers  of  cavalry, 
fifteen  aollars;  blacksmiths  and  farriers  of 
cavalry,  fifteen  dollus ;  trumpeters  of  cavalry, 
thirteen  dollars;  musicians  of  artillery  ana 
infantry,  thirteen  dollars;  privates  of  cavalry, 
artillery,  and  infantnr,  thirteen  dollars ;  hos- 
pital stewards,  first  dass,  thirty  dollars ;  hos- 
pital stewards,  second  dass^  twenty-two  dol- 
lars; hospital  stewards,  third  class,  twenty 
dollars ;  ordnance  sergeants  of  posts,  twenty- 
three  dollars :  sergeant  minors  of  engineers, 
thirty-six  dollars;  quartermaster  sergeants 
of  engineers,  thirty-six  dollars ;  sergeants  of 
engineers  and  ordnance,  thirty  four  doflars; 
corporals  of  engineers  and  ordnance,  twenty 
dollars ;  musicians  of  engineers,  thirteen  dol- 
lars; privates  (first  cUm)  of  engineers  and 
.ordnance,  seventeen  dollars ;  privates  (second 
class)  of  engineers  and  ordnance,  thirteen 
dollars. 

To  the  rates  of  pay  above  established  one 
dollar  per  month  is  to  be  added  for  the  third 
year  of  enlistment,  one  dollar  more  per  month 
for  tbe  fourth  year,  and  one  dollar  more  per 
month  for  the  fifth  year,  making  in  all,  three 
dollars*  increase  per  month  for  the  last  year 
of  the  first  enlistment  of  each  enlisted  man 
named  in  the  first  section  of  this  act  Bat  this 
increase  is  to  be  considered  as  retained  pay, 
and  is  not  to  be  paid  to  the  soldier  until  his 
discharge  from  the  service,  and  is  to  be  for- 
feited unless  he  shall  have  served  honestly 
and  faithfully  to  the  date  of  discharge.  All 
former  laws  concerning  retained  pay  for  pri- 
vates of  the  Army  are  rescinded. 

All  the  enlisted  men  who  have  reiSnlisted  or 
who  shall  hereafter  re<$nlist  under  the  provis* 
ions  of  the  act  of  August  4,  1864,  are  to  be 
paid  at  tbe  rates  allowed  in  the  second  section 
of  the  present  act  to  those  serving  in  the  fifth 
year  or  their  first  enlistment ;  but  one  dollar 
per  month  is  to  be  retained  from  the  pay  of 
the  reenlisted  men,  of  whatever  grade,  during 
the  whole  period  of  reSnlistment,  to  be  paid 
to  the  soldier  on  discharge,  but  to  be  forfeited 
unless  he  shall  have  served  honestly  and  faith- 
fully to  the  date  of  discharge. 

Enlisted  men  now  in  .the  service  are  to 
receive  the  rates  of  pay  established  in  this 
act,  according  to  the  length  of  their  service, 
and  nothing  contained  in  this  act  is  to  be  con- 


strued as  affecting  the  additional  monthly  pay 
allowed  for  reSnhstments  by  the  act  of  AoguHt 
4,  1864. 

It  is  not  to  be  obligatory  upon  the  enlisted 
men  of  the  Army  to  draw  their  pay  at  each 

Sayment  of  the  troops;  and  whenever  a  sol- 
ier  has  several  months*  pay  due  he  may  be 
paid  the  whole  or  a  part  at  his  option ;  but 
when  he  draws  only  a  part,  it  is  to  be  for  the 
part  longest  due,  leaving  the  remainder  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  for  which  he  is  to 
receive  interest  at  the  rate  of  four  per  cent, 
per  annum ;  but  whenever  a  soldier  has  pay 
thus  standing  to  his  credit  on  the  muster-roll 
of  his  troop  or  company,  it  is  not  to  be  sub- 
ject to  forfeiture,  except  for  desertion. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Afiairs  reported 
the  bill  with  an  amendment,  in  section  five, 
line  seven,  to  strike  out  "four"  and  insert 
**six,"  so  as  to  make  the  rate*  of  interest  six 
per  cent,  on  that  portion  of  the  soldier's  pay 
which  he  leaves  in  the  hands  of  the  Qovern- 
ment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  wish  simply  to  call  the 
attention  of  Senators  for  a  single  moment  to 
this  bill.  We  have  been  in  the  habit  of  pay- 
ing the  soldiers  of  the  Army  sixteen  dollars  a 
month  by  extending  the  time  from  year  to  year 
for  several  years.  Last  July  the  law  expired, 
and  all  they  received  after  that  was  thirteen 
dollars  a  month.  This  reduction  created 
great  dissatisfaction  in  the  Army,  and  we  had 
a  ^reat  number  of  desertions.  The  proba- 
bility is  that  we  lost  perhaps  a  million  of  dol- 
lars last  year  by  those  desertions. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  How  did  we  lose  by  de- 
sertions ?    They  did  not  draw  pay. 

Mr.  WILSON.  No,  sir ;  but  it  costs  a  great 
deal  to  enlist  men  for  the  Army,  send  them 
out  to  the  frontier,  apd  then  have  them  desert. 
There  is  generally  a  great  loss  attaching  to  the 
desertion  of  men.  It  is  said  we  lost  ten  thou- 
sand men  last  year.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it 
was  induced  to  some  extent  by  the  reduction 
of  pay,  which  many  of  the  men  regarded  as  a 
breaking  of  faith,  they  having  enlisted  at  six- 
teen doUars,  and  the  law  expiring  leaving  them 
but  thirteen  dollars  a  month,  being  a  reduction 
of  three  dollars  a  month. 

I  do  not  wish  to  press  this  bill  to  a  vote  if 
Senators  do  not  see  the  propriety  of  it ;  but 
it  provides  that  the  pay  of  tne  men  shall  be 
thirteen  dollars  a  month,  the  same  as  now,  but 
we  cany  it  up  after  a  man  has  served  two 
years  to  fourteen  dollars,  then  to  fifteen  dol- 
lars, and  then  to  sixteen  dollars,  and  we  reserve 
all  the  additional  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
Government  as  security  that  he  will  not  desert, 
and  all  this  increase  of  pay  is  held  until  his 
final  discharge,  the  object  being  to  fasten  the 
men  to  the  service.  There  are  immense  tempta- 
tions on  our  frontier  to  desertion.  In  many 
cases  men  unquestionably  enlist  on  the  Atlan- 
tic coast  in  order  to  get  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  to  get  into  the  new  country ;  many 
ot  them  go  to  tbe  mines,  and  in  many  cases  we 
have  had  desertions  where  men  have  taken 
their  horses  with  them  and  gone  off  four  or 
five  at  a  time.  It  is  very  difficult  in  that  coun- 
try to  discover  these  men,  very  difficult  to 
arrest  and  punish  th^m. 

The  obiecUof  this  bill  is  to  make  it  the 
interest  of  the  soldiers  to  stay  in  the  Army  and 
serve  their  time  out.  If  they  have  deposited 
in  the  hands  of  the  Government  this  increased 
pay,  they  will  fill  the  obligation  of  it;  their 
interest  will  be  that  way,  and  in  order  to  add 
to  this  inducement  we  propose  to  pay  them 
interest  on  the  money  so  nela.  If  they  deposit 
their  money  with  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  do  not  draw  their  pay,  but  try 
to  save  it,  we  pay  them  interest  on  it.  '  My 
own  opinion  is  that  the  effect  of  the  bill  will 
be  to  retain  a  great  many  men  in  the  Army, 
and  that  is  the  object  of  the  measure.  Our 
Army  is  tempted  more  probably  than  any 
Army  in  the  civilised  world.    Our  officers  and 
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soldiers  are  away  oat  on  the  borders  of  civil- 
ization mingling  with  the  frontier  civilization, 
and  in  the  Indian  country  especially  there  are 
great  temptations  to  squanaer  their  money, 
and  when  the  money  is  spent  the  men  are  apt 
to  leave. 

The  purpose  of  this  bill  is  not  to  increase 
the  pay ;  it  puts  it  where  it  was  and  where  it 
stood  from  1863  until  last  July,  but  reserves 
the  difference  between  that  and  the  sum  now 
paid  in  the  hands  of  the  Oovemment.  They 
enlist  for  thirteen  dollars  for  the  first  and 
second  year;  the  third  year  they  get  fourteen 
dollars,  then  fifteen  dollars,  and  the  last  year 
they  get  sixteen  dollars  a  month,  and  all  over 
thirteen  dollars  is  held  by  the  Government 
until  their  final  discharge. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  wish  to  ask  my  friend  from 
Massachusetts  if  he  supposes  the  increase  of 
a  dollar  a  month  is  going  to  prevent  a  soldier 
deserting  and  going  to  the  mines  when  he  can- 
not get  tne  doflar  under  four  or  five  years? 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  do  not  think  in  all  cases 
it  would ;  but  there  are  many  parts  of  the 
country  where  there  are  no  tempting  mines. 
Nevada  does  not  extend  everywhere  with  its 
rich  and  tempting  mines. 

Mr.  NYE.  The  honorable  Senator  told  us 
the  olyect  of  this  was  to  keep  the  soldiers  on 
the  firontier  from  deserting.  Now,  I  want  to 
teU  my  friend  something  that  I  know,  that  the 
soldier  there  does  not  connt  a  dollar  a  month 
worth  the  snap  of  his  finger.  It  is  no  sort  of 
inducement  to  him  to  stay.  Yon  have  to  ap- 
peal to  a  stronger  motive  than  that.  My  own 
judgment  is  that  as  long  as  you  keep  tamper- 
ing with  this  pay,  next  year  the  soldiers  will 
say  they  will  oesert  if  yon  do  not  give  them 
twenty  dollars.  They  have  pretty  ^ood  wages 
for  a  man  that  is  found  everything.  It  is 
higher  wages  than  the  people  average  in  New 
England,  and  I  do  not  believe  the  increase  will 
do  anything  but  create  a  sort  of -crazy,  uncer- 
tain fund  in  the  hands  of  the  Qovemment 
that  will  be  the  subject  of  trouble  hereafier. 
It'  you  want  to  give  the  soldiers  twenty  dollars 
a  month,  say  so  and  let  them  have  the  benefit 
of  iL  Do  not  let  the  Government  stand  as 
their  guardian  in  a  peonniary  sense. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  will  simply  say  that  the 
temptations  to  which  the  Senator  from  Nevada 
refers  exist  to  a  great  extant,  especially  in  the 
region  of  the  mines,  where  it  is  believed  that 
the  effect  of  tkis  bill  will  be  to  retain  men  in 
the  service.  The  present  Paymaster  General 
of  the  Army,  who  has  served  a  great  many 
years  on  the  frontiers  and  on  the  Pacific  coast, 
who  has  had  a  very  large  experience,  regards 
the  bill  as  of  very  great  importance.  It  has 
the  indorsement  of  the  War  Departmeat,  who 
believe  that  it  will  be  a  good  measure  for  the 
Government.  My  own  opiuion  is  that  it  will  do 
good,  that  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  make  our 
Army  what  we  all  would  like  to  see  it,  to 
make  it  a  better  Army  morally;  that  it  will 
give  us  men  in  it  who  will  take  care  of  their 
money,  and  it  will  encourage  theni  to  do  it. 
We  increase  their  pay,  reserving,  withholding 
the  increased  amount,  and  pay  them  interest 
for  whatever  they  deposit  with  the  Govern- 
ment.   I  think  the  effect  of  it  will  be  good. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  I  may  be  pturdoned 
for  speaking  on  military  subjects,  as  I  have 
recently  been  condemned  for  doing  by  the 
Senate,  I  think — I  wish  to  be  rather  modest 
about  it — that  the  proposition  of  my  friend 
from  Massachusetts  is  a  very  philosophical 
and  just  one,  and  I  assume  that  his  bill  is  just 
to  do  that  thing.  Certainly,  if  pay  is  any 
object  to  a  soldier  at  all,  if  that  has  anything 
to  do  with  his  enlistment,  then  an  increase  of 
pay  by  any  appreciable  amount,  by  one  tenth 
or  oiie  thirteenth,  or  one  fifteenth,  will  have 
its  additional  -force;  and  if  you  accumulate 
this  pay,  if  you  enlist  the  soldier  at  thirteen 
dollars  a  month,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year 
^ve  him  one  dollar  more,  and  that  ^ oes  on 
tor  two  or  three  years,  so  that  ha  will  have  1 


quite  a  little  fund,  it  will  be  a  surety  for  his 
good  behavior  and  for  his  continuance.  I 
believe  in  it 

It  is  really  on  the  principle  of  paying  him 
for  better  service  when  you  look  at  it  from  the 
Government  side  of  view,  to  say  nothing  of  its 
inducement  to  him  to  stay  in,  because  the 
longer  he  stays  the  more  service  he  can  do  to 
the  Government  Therft  is  no  onestton  about 
that;  and  I  would  suggest  to  tne  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs  and  to  m]r  friend  from 
Nevada  that  nerhaps  we  could  improve  upon 
this  by  providing  that  in  addition  he  should 
have  a  public  park  at  San  Francisco,  or  some- 
where, and  should  have  a  land  erant. wherever 
there  was  an  odd  section  in  addition  to  that 
when  he  was  on  the  frontier,  and  a  mine  if  he 
was  in  Nevada,  and  in  that  way  we  might  dis- 
pose of  all  the  public  property  we  have  on  this 
one  bill,  and  save  ourselves  the  trouble  of  pass- 
ing any  bills  about  any  other  of  the  property  of 
the  United  States,  and  then  tell  the  creditors 
and  tax-payers  to  settle  the  rest  of  the  question 
according  to  their  own  notion ;  we  should  have 
no  more  to  do  with  it 

But  while  I  am  up  I  wish  to  call  the  Sen- 
ate to  witness  that  it  is  a  very  bad  plan  indeed 
to  have  days  set  apart  for  the  coasideratton  of 
the  business  of  particular  committees.  I  do 
not  speak  of  this  one,  because  this  is  no  more 
objectionable  than  any  other,  perhaps  less  so.  It 
is  objectionable  for  the  reason  that  you  cannot 
keep  a  quorum  here  to  attend  to  business,  and 
the  consequence  is  that  bills  are  not  discussed 
and  considered,  because  ofVen  gentlemen  not 
on  the  committee  from  which  a  bill  comes 
can  make  inquiries  and  surest  difficulties  that 
lead  to  the  elimination  ot  truth  and  the  pro- 
duction of  it  so  that  we  can  act  intelligibly. 
Whenever  at  this  session  we  have  set  apart  a 
day  to  the  business  of  any  committee,  what- 
ever it  may  have  been,  we  have  ibund  here 
only  thirty-seven  or  forty  Senators,  jast  enough 
to  tide  over  the  sand-bar  of  the  Constita- 
tion,  which  says  that  you  cannot  go  on  without 
that  number,  which  is  neeessaiy  for  a  quorum ; 
and  the  consequenea  h  that  everything 
passes.  I  do  not  meaa  to  say  that  every- 
thing is  wrong,  but  I  s^  that  matters  which 
ough^  to  have  discussion  and  mature  con- 
sideration, and  ought  to  have  opposition,  in 
order  that  we  may  find  by  a  free  interchange 
of  opinions  and  doubts  and  difficulties  what 
the  wise  courso  is,  go  through  without  that 
consideration  which  they  should  receive,  and 
those  of  us  who  try  to  stay  and  raise  difficul- 
ties, (not  for  the  purpose  of  captious  opposi- 
tion, but  in  order  that  we  may  understand 
what  we  are  about,)  find  ourselves  swamped 
by  the  fact  that  there  is  nobody  here  to  hear. 
The  benches  are  empty,  and  when  you  come 
to  a  vote,  Senators  run  in,  and  of  course,  just 
as  I  should  do,  vote  with  the  committee.  We 
lose  the  benefit  of  discussion,  and  really  we 
do  not  get  any  more  business  done  at  the  end 
of  the  week  in  this  way  than  in  the  other.  You 
can  only  discuss  and  pass  just  so  many  bills  in 
a  given  time,  if  you  treat  them  well.  There- 
fore, if  we  would  take  up  the  business  of  the 
Senate,  not  of  any  particular  committee,  but 
according  to  the  order  of  the  Calendar,  as  the 
old-time  way  was,  and  go  from  bill  to  bill, 
every  Senator  interested  in  the  welfare  of  his 
constituents,  and  in  the  particular  measures 
that  he  has  in  charge,  would  of  course  be  in 
attendance,  because  the  measure  that  he  has 
in  charge  and  which  he  can  explain  comes  up 
next,  and  so  on. 

Of  course  it  is  not  my  btisiness  to  lecture  the 
Senate.  I  only  wish,  as  an  individual  mem- 
ber, to  put  in  the  protest  that  I  make  now 
against  this  method  of  doing  business,  and  to 
promise  myself  that  I  shall  vote  a^inst  it 
hereafter.  But  to  return  to  this  precise  ques- 
tion,  I  am  bound  .to  say  that  I  think  this 
measure,  as  explained  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  has  justice 
and  wisdom  in  it. 
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Mr.  MORTON.  I  desire  to  ezprm  nycofr 
currence  in  the  nrinciple  of  this  bill  1  beliefs 
it  will  have  a  salutary  effect  upon  the  Arar, 
and  I  believe  it  is  just  and  right  in  iuelE  1: 
presents  to  the  soldier  an  indoceDeot  to  pro- 
motion and  to  do  his  doty,  it  tretts  him  u 
if  he  was  amenable  to  good  coDndenuoDi 
But  there  is  one  other  4iiiog  about  iL  1  is 
advised  that  the  soldiers  of  the  regular  Arej. 
as  a  general  thing,  expend  their  waga  froo 
month  to  month  or  from  qoirtertoqetrteru 
they  are  paid,  and  that  after  haTiDgbeenia 
the  Army  three  years  or  six  jean  they  gen- 
erally  leave  it  penniless,  leave  it  without  bus- 
ness,  without  prospects  in  life,  witbost  bouj 
to  travel  or  to  set  up  any  kiad  of  besDenwiih. 
Life  in  the  regular  Army  as  a  commoD  wlier 
is  dreary  and  monotonous.  There  are  gntt 
temptations  to  dissipation,  to  pass  off  and  kill 
the  time^  and  very  few  of  them  bsto  aDythicg. 

Now,  if  there  can  be  such  an  airaogeoect 
that  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  aemce  tkeri 
will  be  a  fund  of  fiffy,  or  one  hnndred,  or  ou 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  it  wiU  be  an  encosr 
agement  for  him  to  remain  and  do  his  datr, 
give  him  some  little  thing  to  start  in  life  wiiii, 
be  an  encouragement  to  him  to  cootinoei 
Sober,  temperate  man,  and  not  give  hioielf 
up  to  despondency  or  to  vice.  It  Beemi  to  b( 
upon  every  principle  that  this  bill  oogbiui 
pass. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  Mr.  President,  thenniib 
of  the  Senator  fron^  Yermont  in  reladoo  to 
days  being  set  apart  for  special  coonittMi 
struck  me,  as  coming  from  that  Senator,  u 
entirely  proper ;  but  it  occurred  to  me  tbai  if 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Peoiiooi 
had  not  by  the  eonrtesy  of  the  Senate  or  bj 
some  rule  whenever  he  reports  a  bill  to  ibe 
Senate  had  an  opportunity  to  paasitatooce 
when  the  report  is  made,  he  would  be  io  i 
little  different  condition  at  present,  and  voold 
want  a  day  for  his  committee. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  certainly  woold  not 
ask  it  unless  the  Senate  decided  that  that  m 
the  way  to  do  business. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  I  have"  been  io  the  Seoite 
about  seven  years,  or  a  little  more,  and  the 
committees  upon  which  I  have  acted  m^ 
labored  faithmlly  and  zealously,  and  mi 
themselves  generally  at  the  close  of  the  i« 
sion  with  their  bills  unacted  upon ;  and,  on.« 
there  is  some  mode  in  which  committees  csi 
get  their  business  before  the  Senate  for  aet;cc 
one  way  or  the  other,  I  think  that  the  coma  t 
tees  had  better  at  the  beginning  of  theieis^"^ 
conclude  that  it  is  no  use  to  attempt  to  doiaj 
business,  and  save  themselves  the  rait  labor 
and  work  of  preparing  bills  and  vuxir.: 
reports. 

To  my  mind  this  system  is  a  good  ooe.  j 
think  that  every  committee  in  this  bodjuoeit 
have  a  di^  some  time  during  the  sesaioM'*- 
I  have  risen  now  to  ooter  my  protest,  bewiK 
in  a  few  days  I  propose  to  ask  that  the  Cos 
»mittee  on  Naval  Affairs  mi^  bare  a  daj  or 
part  of  a  diur,  an  hoar  this  session,  to  prets 
a  few  of  its  bills  to  this  body. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  Ae  Seoate  ^ 
amended,  and  the  amendment  ms  cooo^ 
in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en)?w^  ? 
a  third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  pa«sw- 

JOHN  BOI^f  ft. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  This  morning  I  »?»«*'* 
bill  from  the  CammiltM  on  BnufiBlM^^ 
in  reference  to  an  error  io  the  entry  o[' |*^, 
of  land.  A  person  in  my  SUte  entered  s  w^ 
of  land  and  it  was  patented  to  him  »/ <J*^ 
number,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  uenerB 

Land  Office  reports  iavoimbly  to  the  i»»V 
of  the  bin.    It  is  the  case  of  Mr.  Boyer. 
move  to  tako  up  that  bill.  ,  ^  „  .... 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  SeaUf. 

as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  P«>««^2rffl 
consider  the  bill  f  H.  R.  No.  1720)  to  c&a^ 
the  title  of  John  Boyer  to  cerUin  l»n*w«T 
.  -—      i^  proposes  to  conte  the  ^ 
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of  John  Bover  to  the  soutb  half  of  northwest 
quarter  and  northeast  quarter  of  southwest 
quarter  of  section  thirty- four,  township  thirty* 
toree,  range  twenty-eight  west,  one  nnndred 
and  tweuty  aeresi  in  the  district  of  lands  sub- 
ject to  location  at  Springfield,  Missouri;  and 
toe  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  to  cause  to  be 
issued  to  Boyer  a  patent  fbr  the  land  on  bounty- 
land  warrant  Idbation  89626,  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  act  March  8,  1866,  first  correct- 
ing the  location  papers  and  records  to  cover 
the  tracts  named. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withoat 
imendment,  ordered  to  a  third  readingi  reaid 
be  third  time,  and  passed. 

POINT  BAN  J06<  BBSKRTATION. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  now  to  take  up  Seh- 
Lte  bill  No.  756  for  consideration. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  th^  Senate, 
18  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
*onBid^r  the  bill  (S.  No.  766)  for  the  relief  of 
be  former  occupants  of  the  present  military 
•eser^ation  at  Point  JBaU  Jos6,  in  the  city  ana 
!0unty  of  San  Francisco. 

The  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  reported 
be  bill  with  an  Amendment,  in  linb  twenty- 
hree,  after  the  word  ** heirs,''  to  strike  out  the 
vords  '' and  assigns,''  and  insert  *' grantees, 
issigns,  or  legal  representatives." 

The  bill  as  proposed  to  be  amended  reads : 

Whereas  by  the  act  of  Congross  of  Jaly  1,  1870, 
eltnqaisbiDC  theri^ht  and  title  of  the  United  States 
o  the  militanr  refeervatloa  at  Point  San  Jo86,  except 
he  portion  thereof  now  held  aa  saob  reservation, 
be  lands  thereby  relinquished  were  restored  to  par- 
iee  who  had  been  misled  by  the  action  of  the  Grov- 
imment  in  withdrawing  its  appeal  from  the  decree 
>t  the  board  of  land  coatmisBiODcrs  of  the  United 
Stales  confirming  the  title  of  the  city  of  San  Fran- 
liseo  to  lands  embraoinir  4aid  reservation,  and  were 
n  the  bona  fide  possession  thereof  when  themilitarv 
authorities  went  into  the  oocopanoy  thereof:  and 
vbereas  the  persons  dispossessed  by  the  military 
mtborities  of  the  portion  so  excepted  in  said  act 
lad  ia  every  reepcot  the  same  cqaitable  claims  to 
he  lands  formerly  occupied  by  them,  and  were  ex- 
iluded  from  the  relief  granted  by  said  act  solely 
lecaose  the  said  lands  are  repaired  fbr  military 
rarpoaes ;  and  whereas  the  baildings  and  improve- 
oents  erected  by  the  former  occupants  of  the  lands 
fithin  the  present  limits  of  said  reservation  are 
isefnl  for  tne  purposes  of  the  Qoyemment,  and 
heir  existence  has  saved  a  ooatiderable  expense  to 
be  United  States:  Therefore, 

Be  it  etiaded  by  the  Senate  and  ffoUae  of  JRepreeeni- 
itivet  of  the  United  Statet  of  America  in  Oongreee 
leeembUd^  That  the  several  persons,  their  heirs, 
rantees,  assigns,  or  legal  representatives,  who, 
rbeu  the  military  authorities  of  theUnitM  States 
ook  possession  and  entered  into  the  occupation  of 
he  lands  above  high-water  mark  within  the  pres- 
Dt  limits  of  the  military  reservation  at  Point  San 
o«6,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  State  of 
kilifomia,  were  in  the  6oMa  /ide  possession  of  per- 
ions  I  hereof,  by  themselves,  their  tenants,  or  agents, 
hall  be  compensated  by  the  United  States  for  the 
Ands  and  the  improrements  thereon,  of  which  they 
fre  respectively  deprived  when  said  lands  and  im- 
•roTcments  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  military 
nthorities  of  the  United  States,  which  oompensa- 
ion  shall  be  the  cash  valuo  of  said  lands,  and  the 
aeh  value  of  the  improvements  thereon  at  the  time 
rhen  the  military  occupation  of  said  lands  oom- 
senced :  and  the  Court  of  Claims  is  hereby  directed 
t>  aecerCain  and  determine  the  respective  amounts 
f  damage  sustained  and  loss  incurred  bv  the  sev- 
ral  persons  who  wore  so  as  aforeeaid  in  the  posses- 
ion of  said  premises,  or  of  any  portion  thereof^  at  4 
be  time  the  same  were  taken  for  public  use ;  and 
ny  and  all  judgments  for  damages  rendered  by  said 
oart  in  favor  of  any  of  said  personsp  their  heirs, 
rantees,  assigns,  or  legal  representatives,  shall  bo 
aid  out  of  moneys  appropriated,  or  hereafter  to  be 
ppropriated,  to  pay  judgments  rendered  by  said 
ourt:  Prcvtdedt  however.  That  no  suit  shall  be 
ronaht  by  virtue  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  un- 
98H  the  same  bo  instituted  within  twelve  months 
rom  the  passage  Uicreof. 

Mr.  POMEROT.  This  involves  a  principle 
bat  has  been  long  in  controversy  in  this  conn- 
ry,  and  settled  finally  by  the  Supreme  Court. 
t  is  whether  persons  settling  on  the  public 
ands  that  are  not  surveyed,  not  offered  for 
ale,  can  acquire  rights  as  against  the  United 
hates. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  For  which  we  have  got 
o  pay  them  in  the  end.  * 

Mr.  POMEROY.  For  which,  as  the  Sen- 
tor  from  Vermont  says,  we  shall  have  to  pay 
hem  in  the  end.  The  question  has  been  be- 
ore  the  committee  of  which  I  am  a  member, 
or  a  long  time  in  one  form  or  another, whether 
parties  squatting  on  the  public  lands  in  ad- 


vance of  the  snrveys,  in  advance  of  their  being 
opened,  acquire  any  rights  that  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  divest  them  of  without  compensa- 
tion. This  bill  as  it  is  drawn — ^I  do  not  know 
what  the  amendments  are^-goes  on  the  sun- 
position  that  a  man  acquires  the  same  right 
upon  the  public  lands,  whether  stirveyed  or 
unsnrveyea,  acquires  in  fact  a  vested  right,  so 
that  the  Government  itself  cannot  deprive  him 
of  it  without  makihg  cempensation. 

Hvre  were  public  lands  where  the  Govern- 
ment in  process  of  time  Wanted  to  make  a  mil- 
itary reservation;  Some  settlers  had  squatted 
upon  these  lands,  as  I  infer  from  the  bill,  bat 
the  Government,  as  has  been  customarv,  took 
poseeseion  of  the  lands  that  it  wanted  for  a 
reservation  notwithstanding  the  settlers  that 
were  on  them.  If  this  bill  could  be  amended 
so  that  the  Government  should  pay  them  for 
their  imprevements,  I  wonld  not  object,  for 
that  18  ^  I  think  the  Government  is  bound  to 
pay.  A  person  acquires  no  rights  against  the 
United  States  bjr  gbing  in  advance  of  the  snr- 
vtsyA  om  the  nnblio  lands.  But  if  the  United 
States  idlownifls  there,  hafe  invited  him  to 
go  there,  have  acquiesced  in  his  settlement, 
then  if  the  Government  take  bis  land  away 
from  him  they  should  pay  him  for  his  im- 
provements ;  and  I  shall  move,  if  this  bill  is  to 
be  broui^ht  to  a  vote»  that  instead  of  paying 
for  the  land  the  Government  pay  for  the  im- 
provements, for  that  is  all  the  par^can  equit- 
ably or  rightfully  claim.  The  Government 
may  be  required  to  pay  him  for  his  improve- 
ments from  the  fact  that  it  allowed  him  to  be 
there,  that  it  opened  the  land  to  settlement 
though  withont  a  survey.  Without  the  land 
havine  been  offered  for  sale,  various  parties 
settlea  around  on  this  land,  which  afterward 
became  a  res^vation.  The  Government  may 
be  required  to  fay  for  what  improvements 
these  people  put  upon  the  land,  because  it 
acquiesced  in  the  settlement  although  by  their 
improvements  they  acquired  no  vested  right 
to  the  soil }  but  to  bring  in  a  bill  here  and 
require  us  to  pay  such  men  for  the  soil  they 
have  not  paid  for,  to  pay  thein  for  the  claim 
they  Were  upon,  when  they  had  not  a  shadow 
of  title  to  that  claim,  is  going  too  far  by  all 
means. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Has  there  not  been  some 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  the  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  decision  of  the  Su- 
preme Cotirt  is  that  no  settler  acquires  any 
rights  as  against  the  United  States.  He  ac- 
quires rights  as  against  other  settlers;  he 
acquires  rights  as  against  any  man  who  may 
locate  scrip  ;  be  acquires  rights  as  against  any 
railroad  grant ;  he  acquires  rights  as  against 
anybody  but  the  Government  itself.  If  the 
Government  wants  any  of  its  own  land  and  it 
has  not  parted  with  the  title,  the  Government 
can  take  it  without  compensation.  If  it  bad 
parted  with  the  title  it  could  take  it  with  com- 
pensation. This  bill  goes  on  the  basis  that  a 
man  without  a  title  hais  just  as  much  right  to 
the  soil  as  a  man  that  has  a  title,  and  it  is  all 
Wrong.  I  do  not  know  that  in  this  particular 
instance  it  will  work  anv  great  hardship  to  the 
Treasury ;  but  it  establishes  a  precedent  that 
will  cost  us  millions  if  we  proceed  in  every 
instance  to  consider  that  a  man  who  has  squat- 
ted on  a  piece  of  land  has  a  title  so  that  the 
Government  cannot  divest  him  without  paying 
him  for  it.  It  will  never  do  to  establish  that. 
The  Government  may  be  required  to  pay  him 
for  his  improvements,  and  I  think  they  ought 
to  do  so  if  they  have  taken  the  improvements. 

I  do  not  suppose  the  bill  will  be  pressed  to 
a  vote  now ;  out  if  it  is,  I  shall  want  to  amend 
it  so  as  to  require  the  Government  to  pay  for 
the  improvements,  but  not  for  the  Una  when 
the  man  had  not  any  title  himself,  the  title 
beiog  in  the  Government  If  you  go  so  far 
as  to  pay  hitti  for  the  land  as  well  as  for  the 
improvements,  yon  could  not  go  further  even 
if  he  had  perfected  his  title. 

Mr.  COLE.    These  parties  who  are  claim- 


ing compensation  did  go  upon  the  land  and 
put  upon  it  very  valuable  improvements  which 
were  taken  from  them,  I  think  during  the  early 
years  of  the  war,  perhaps  in  1862  or  1868,  and 
occupied  by  the  military  authorities  there,  and 
for  which  improvements,  being  very  valuable 
residences,  the  Government  has  never  made 
any  compensation,  nor  have  these  parties  ever 
received  any.  I  know  one  of  the  very  best 
dwelliogs  upon  the  property  was  taken  as 
headquarters  by  Major  General  McDowell, 
and  occupied  by  him  as  such  for  the  time  he 
was  in  command  there ; .  and  I  think  other 
property,  probably  the  property  of  General 
Fr6mont,  was  taken  also  and  held  by  the  mili- 
tary authorities.  It  is  very  clear  to  my  mind 
that  these  parties  are  entitled  to  some  com- 
pensation. They  were  allowed  to  go  there,  I 
presume,  without  an^  protest  on  the  part  of 
the  military  authorities,  or  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  at  all. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  California  one  question,  whether 
there  are  not  claims  of  a  similar  character  to 
this  upon  the  Presidio  reservation  and  also 
upon  Goat  Island,  in  the  harbor  of  San  Fran- 
cisco ? 

Mr.  COLE.  Whether  there  are  claims  like 
these  or  not,  I  do  not  know ;  but  that  is  not 
the  controversy  now. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  With  mv  colleague's 
permission  I  will  say  that  I  tnink  there  is 
an  answer  to  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 
from  Indiana.  The  Presidio  reservation  has 
always  been  defined  and  known  as  a  military 
reservaUon.  It  was  so  when  we  conquered  the 
country  from  Mexico,  and  has  been  so  under 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  this 
hour. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  it  was  a  military  res- 
ervation, then  the  settlers  acquired  no  rights, 
even  to  be  paid  for  their  improvements,  for 
they  were  trespassers. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  That  is  probablv  true  in 
regard  to  the  Presidio  reservation,  if  such  a 
case  were  presented. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  that  the  question  of  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  may  not  be  fully  an- 
swered by  my  colleague,  because  I  think  there 
are  claims  upon  the  Presidio  reservation,  and 
I  believe  on  the  east  and  south  sides  there  are 
some  persons  claiming  portions  of  the  land. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  That  is  a  controversy 
about  boundaries. 

Mr.  COLE.  My  colleague  says  it  is  a  con- 
troversy about  boundaries.  Perhaps  it  is,  but 
I  think  not  that  alone.  I  will  state,  for  the 
benefit  of  my  friend  from  Vermont  particu- 
larly, that  there  ure  claims  which  have  been 
asserted  here  in  Washington  in  the  form  of 
homestead  claims,  and  claims  under  land  war- 
rants, as  I  am  informed,  upon  portions  of  the 
Presidio  reservation  which,  if  I  may  judge 
from  what  has  ti^en  place  in  that  city  in  the 
past,  may  possibly  be  held  ^  good ;  and  the 
United  States,  instead  of  selling  the  property, 
may  be  divested  of  it  without  the  three  or  four 
millions  my  friend  speaks  of,  or  any  other 
sum.  I  think  he  will  find,  if  he  lives  a  few 
years  longer  and  remains  in  the  Senate  during 
that  time,  as  I  hope  be  may,  that  that  will  be 
the  history  -df  the  Presidio  reservation. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  dare  say;  it  has  been 
the  history  of  all  our  reservations  in  Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr.  COLE.  Not  yet  quite ;  but  if  the  Sen- 
ator will  follow  m^  suggestions  in  regard  to 
the  Presidio,  be  will  save  all  that  property  to 
the  United  States,  and  there  will  be  none  of  it 
lost,  none  of  it  seized  by  persons  who  have 
claims,  invalid  probably,  possibly  of  some 
validity,  at  all  events  claims.  I  judge  so  from 
the  fact  that  a  part  of  this  Black  Point  reser- 
vation, about  naif  of  it,  was  but  a  year  or 
two  ago  given  up  by  Congress  to  the  persons 
making  claim  to  it  of  somewhat  similar  char- 
acter  to  the  claims  made  to  the  Presidio  reser- 
vation.  That  is  an  instance  I  point  the  Senator 
to  just  at  hand. 
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Mr.  EDMUNDS.  How  did  that  happen ; 
on  the  demand  of  the  Senator  from  California  ? 

Mr.  COLE.  No,  sir ;  the  Senator  is  mis- 
taken about  that. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Did  not  my  friend  from 
California  press  upon  this  body  the  bill  passed 
a  year  or  two  ago  to  surrender  to  the  city  all 
our  title  for  the  benefit  of  claimants  on  the 
San  Jo86  reservation  outside  of  the  present 
limits? 

Mr.  COLE.     I  think  not. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Globe  will  show  it, 
I  am  sure. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  the  Senator  will  not 
find  it  80  in  the  Globe. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  sure  if  my  friend 
had  resisted  it  we  should  not  have  thought  of 
forcing  on  the  city  of  San  Francisco  a  land 
grant  tney  did  not  want. 

Mr.  COLE.  This  case  I  will  explain  to  the 
Senate:  the  reservation  was  defined  by  a 
circle,  the  radius  of  which  was  eight  hundred 
^ards  from  Point  San  Joq^,  struck  around 
in  a  circular  form,  making  a  reservation  of 
that  particular  shape,  through  which  the 
streets  of  the  city  ran,  and  the  outer  portions 
of  which  were  of  no  manner  of  use  to  the 
General  Government — of  no  use  as  a  portion 
of  the  military  reservation.  These  portions 
did  not  contain  any  fortifications  or  barracks, 
or  any  other  improvements  ;  were  in  the  main 
mere  sand  hills,  and  there  could  have  been 
really  no  very  valid  objection  toward  the  res- 
ervation being  made  to  conform  to  the  streets, 
and  in  that  way  give  up  a  portion  of  that  reser- 
vation ;  and  such  will  be  found,  in  all  prob- 
ability, to  be  the  conclusion  in  reference  to 
other  reservations  in  and  about  San  Francisco. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  have  no  doubt  that  is 
the  intention. 

Mr.  COLE.  Now  let  me  state  that  there 
are  about  that  city  reservations  amounting  to 
a  large  number  of  acres ;  I  believe  four  thou- 
sand six  hundred  and  fifly* three  acres  alto- 
gether. The  reservations  are  eleven  in  num- 
ber, comprising  islands  and  these  two  reserva- 
tions in  the  cit^  of  San  Francisco;  one,  the 
Presidio,  containing  fifteen  hundred  and  forty- 
one  acres,  and  the  one  to  which  reference  is 
made  in  this  bill  of  fifty-five  and  three  tenths 
acres,  upon  both  of  which  there  are  fortifica- 
tions, those  on  the  Presidio  occupying  the 
point,  and  in  the  bill  relating  to  that  the  propo- 
sition is  to  leave  three  hundred  acres  still  sub- 
ject to  the  exclusive  use  and  possession  of 
the  War  Department. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  is  generous. 

Mr.  COLE.  And  the  portion  also  that  is 
covered  by  the  barracks,  which,  probably, 
would  be  one  hundred  acres,  more  or  less, 
besides.  They  are  the  only  portions  that  are 
really  in  use,  that  are  really  occupied,  and  yet 
all  persons  except  the  military  authorities  are 
excluded  from  the  whole  reservation. 

Now,  in  regard  to  these  improvements  upon 
Point  San  Jos6,  to  return  to  that  subject^  these 
parties  going  on  there  and  making  their  im- 
provements, putting  up  valuable  residences, 
without  any  protest  or  notice  as  to  boundaries, 
the  boundary  being  a  circle  or  semicircle  ascer- 
tained by  measuring  eight  hundred  yards  from 
a  given  point,  I  think  it  but  fair  that  they 
should  be  paid  the  value  of  their  possession 
and  improvements,  whatever  it  may  be. 

Mr.  WILSON.  The  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana, to  whom  this  subject  was  referred,  has 
made  a  long  report  on  the  subject.  The  mat- 
ter was  before  us  two  or  three  years  ago,  and 
was  referred  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri  not 
now  in  his  seat,  who  made  a  report  on  the 
subject  in  favor  of  granting  this  relief.  It  is 
a  very  important  subject,  and  I  hope  Senators 
will  look  at  it  with  great  care.  I  am  satisfied 
that  there  ought  to  be  something  done  to 
adjust  this  matter.  Whether  this  is  the  right 
plan  or  not,  I  cannot  say. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  committee  or  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia what  the  amount  involved  in  this  bill  is? 


Mr.  COLE.  Indeed,  I  cannot  tell  anything 
about  that.     I  cannot  give  any  sum. 

.Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     I  think  it  is' 
quite  important  that  we  should  know  that. 

Mr.  WEST.  Aboat  two  hundred  thoasand 
dollars. 

Mr.  POMEROT.  How  many  settlers  are 
there  upon  it  ? 

Mr.  COLE.    I  do  not  know  how  many. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  understand 
that  these  settlers  settled  on  a  military  reser- 
vation without  any  title,  and  that  now  we  are 
to  make  good  the  improvement  of  that  prop* 
erty  and  also  to  pay  them  for  the  land. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  question  as  to  whether  it 
was  a  military  reservation  at  all  was  only  de- 
termined by  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  a  few  years  ago. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  think  Uie  re- 
port states  that  it  was  a  military  reservation. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  does ;  but  that  was  a  disputed 
point  until  it  was  decided  by  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  It  gives  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  President  making  it  so  in  1860. 

Mr.  WEST.  Will  the  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  allow  me  to  to  correct  him? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  WEST.  One  of  the  poinU  on  which 
this  case  hinges  is,  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  did  not  issue  any  proclamation 
as  required  by  law,  but  merely  issued  an  ex- 
ecutive order  which  was  filed  in  the  land  office 
in  the  State  of  California,  and  there  was  no  no- 
tice to  any  of  the  parties  who  settled  upon  this 
land  that  the  Government  ever  did  claim  it  or 
intended  to  claim  it,  and  it  lay  there  fourteen 
years  before  it  was  discovered  that  the  Gov- 
ernment claimed  it  as  a  reservation,  and  in  the 
mean  time  these  parties  had  occupied  it. 

Mr.  COLE  And  another  Question  I  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from*  New  Jersey  is, 
whether  the  military  authorities  or  the  authori- 
ties of  the  United  States  could  carve  a  reserva- 
tion out  of  a  pueblo  claim,  which  is  the  claim 
of  a  town  under  the  Spanish  laws  to  four 
square  leagues  of  land.  The  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  finally  made  about  five  or  six 
years  ago  was  to  the  effect  that  they  had  that 
authority ;  and  that  was  the  first  acyndication 
'  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  is  quite  evident  that 
this  bill  involves  too  much  of  a  principle, 
which  will  result  in  large  demands  against  the 
Government,  and  too  much  money  at  this  time 
to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  Senate  with  it 
any  longer  to-day  when  there  is  scarcely  a 
quorum  present.  I  therefore  move,  not  in 
hostility  to  its  further  consideration,  but  in 
order  that  we  may  go  on  with  other  matters, 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  GASSERLY.  I  have  been  endeavoring 
to  get  the  floor  now  for  at  least  twenty  minutes 
unavailingly.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont will  withdraw  his  motion  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  As  I  said  before^  I  do 
not  make  the  motion  in  an  attitude  of  imme- 
diate hostility  to  this  bill,  which  is  important, 
and  ought  to  be  fully  and  fairly  considered ; 
but  I  am  obliged  to  go  away  at  this  time  to 
keep  an  engagement  which  I  cannot  defer, 
and  which  it  is  but  just  I  should  keep,  and  I 
wish  to  be  present  when  this  bill  is  consid- 
ered, because  it  involves  a  great  deaL  I  have 
no  objection  to  withdrawing  the  motion  if  it  is 
understood  that  the  bill  shall  not  be  pressed  to  a 
vote  at  this  time,  in  order  that  my  friend  from 
California  may  make  his  remarks.  With  that 
understanding,  I  will  withdraw  it  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  do  not  wish  Senators 
to  go  away  with  the  erroneous  impressions 
unwittingly  given  them  by  sopie  remarks  made 
in  the  course  of  this  debate.  Whatever 
becomes  of  this  bill  for  the  present,  those  im- 
pressions should  be  correcred. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pom- 
EROT  in  the  chair.)  Does  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  withdraw  his  motion  7 

Mr.. EDMUNDS.  Yes.  sir;  out  of  cour- 
tesy to  my  friend  from  California. 


Mr.  CASSBBLT.  In  the  first  plaee,  tbt 
lands  affected  by  this  bill  are  not  pnblie  Itsdi 
in  the  ordinary  sense,  which  is  the  sense  la* 
tended  by  the  Senator  from  Kansas,  [kr. 
PoMBBOT,  ]  a&d  they  never  were.  Thoagb,  u  the 
Supreme  Court  has  decided,  they  are  laodi 
of  the  United  States,  thev  never  wen  mdaded 
within  the  surveys  of  the  public  leads  sod 
were  never  open  to  settlemeoC^  entry,  or  seta 
as  publio  lands.  When  the  United  8utei 
acquired  them  from  Mexico  they  were  ludi 
witnin  the  limits  of  the  paeblo  or  town  of 
San  Francisoo  under  the  Spanish  and  Mex- 
ican organization  of  pueblos.  Soon  sftervud 
they  were  inclnded  within  the  limits  of  tbe 
American  city  of  San  Francisco.  Those  who 
went  upon  them  went  u]>on  them  ae  rcsidesU 
of  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  having  aright  to 
occupy  them  as  lands  of  the  citv  sncceediafto 
the  Mexican  pueblo  and  to  all  its  righuof 
ownership  in  the  lands  within  the  poeUo 
limits.  This  view  was  not  accordiog  to  the 
law  as  finally  settled  many  years  aftervtrdbj 
the  courts.  It  was,  however,  the  view  absost 
always  held  and  acted  on  in  the  early  diji 
of  Ismd  titles  in  San  Francisco.  From  tbii 
and  what  I  shall  presently  aay,  it  is  pUin 
that  neither  in  the  intention  of  the  occuput 
nor  in  the  legal  condition  of  the  lands  va 
there  any  such  analogy  with  the  case  of  a  set- 
tler on  Uie  public  lands  as  was  supposed  tj 
voa,  Mr.  President,  awhile  a^o  on  the  floor. 
Nor  can  the  passage  of  this  bill  furnish  a  pre- 
cedent for  claims  upon  the  Qovernmeot  b| 
settlers  on  public  lands  whose  lands  bafe  bees 
appropriated  by  Oovernmeot  before  ptteot 
issuecL  In  short,  the  case  of  these  Saa  Fran- 
cisco claimants  in  this  bill  is  8ui  gauru.  It 
can  never  furnish  a  precedent  or  ezasiple 
except  fot  a  case  precisely  like  it,  if  aay  kA 
shbuld  ever  occur. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  there  was  at  the  tiee 
of  the  conquest  of  California  in  1846  a  noebio 
at  the  site  of  San  Francisco.  This  wasaecidcd 
as  far  back  as  1854  by  the  courts,  iuciadia; 
the  United  States  board  of  land  coa]mi^8loo 
ers.  Bj  the  act  of  Congress  creaiiof  liot 
board  a  grant  of  lands  was  presumed  to  loy 
town  or  city  existing  at  the  date  of  thecbasp 
of  flaes  in  1846.  In  the  same  year  of  185^  ^ 
board  of  land  commissioners  confirmed  w 
claim  of  the  city  of  San  Francisco  as  the  u^ 
cesser  of  the  pueblo  to  a  large  tract  of  \m 
including  the  lands  referred  to  in  this  bill. 

From  that  decision  both  parties  appealed; 
the  city  because  it  fell  short  of  her  nxfitn^ 
claim  ;  the  United  States  because  the  atybi4 
no  rightful  claim  to  any  of  the  lands  confina^ 
Two  or  three  years  afterward  the  appeai « 
the  United  States  was  withdrawn  hy  die A- 
torney  General.  The  United  States  distnci 
court  by  consent  of  the  law  oflScer  of  Ui« 
United  States  made  an  order  in  the  nsoalfor« 
in  such  cases  dismissing  the  appeal  aoa^f^ 
ingtbe  city  leave  to  proceed  on  the  decree  o* 
the  board  in  her  favor,  as  on  a  final  dccjei. 
Thus  the  people  of  San  Francisco  had  befo« 
them  several  grounds  of  action.  P'^.*^ 
the  decree  of  the  United  States  board  of  ltf« 
commissioners  confirming  the  lands  to '»« 
city.  Next  was  the  dismissal  by  the  AtUirofJ 
General  of  the  appeal  of  the  United  3t*w 
from  this  decree.  Lastly  was  the  order  ^ 
the  United  States  district  court  «tabii5li«« 
the  decree  as  a  final  decree  in  favor  ot «» 
city.  Surely  after  all  this  the  people  ot  Stf 
Francisco  might  well  conclude  that  as  •S»^'* 
the  United  Slates  the  UUe  to  the  land  u>  q^es* 
tion  was  substantially  settled  forever. 

I  believe  that  scarcely  ten  men  |"  Saa^^Jj 
#«;aA/^  kuew  until  it  was  produced  w  <* 


during  the  pendency  of  the  appeal  of  ihe^tj 
of  San  Francisco,  about  1868  or  1864,  of  w 
order  of  President  Fillmore  made  in  ISoU  « 
daring  the  land  at  Point  San  Joai,  o(^t^^^ 
lands  mentioned  in  the  bill  are  »I*^"^aJ 
military  reservation.  Neither  by  "*^ 
proclamation  nor  by  any  other  form  oIKw» 
public  notice  had  the  order  been  pnbl»n««' 
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It  is  auite  safe  to  say  that  all  thd  lands  ac- 
quired oy  the  persons  embraced  within  this 
bill,  WjDre  acquired  by  them,  or  by  those  of 
whom  they  bought,  in  good  faith,  in  reliance 
on  the  facts  I  have  stated,  for  a  fair  price  in 
monej,  without  knowledge  or  notice  of  the 
existence  of  any  reservation  at  Point  San 
Jos^  or  of  any  order  declaring  one  there.  By 
titles  the  same,  or  no  better,  a  considerable 
part  of  the  real  estate  in  San  Francisco  was 
held  daring  the  same  time;  was  bought  and 
sold,  ffiven  and  taken  in  mortgage  ;  money 
paid  for  it  and  loaned  on  it.  And  why  not, 
sir?  Besides  the  grounds  of  security  resting 
in  the  action  of  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States  already  stated,  there  were  grounds  rest- 
ing in  the  action  of  the  local  and  State  author- 
ities. In  1855  the  city  of  San  Francisco  by 
ordinance  conveyed  to  the  bona  flde  actual 
occnpants  the  lands  within  certain  limits,  in- 
clnding  those  in  question  here.  This  ordinance 
was  confirmed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State 
in  1858;  and  being  so  confirmed  was  held  by 
our  State  supreme  court  to  vest  title  in  fee. 

So,  sir,  yon  have  those  two  lines  of  titles,  one 
flowing  from  the  action  of  the  authorities  of  the 
United  States  themselves,  and  the  other  from 
the  action  of  the  State  authorities,  Including 
the  highest  court  of  the  State,  both  uniting  in 
the  numerous  body  of  landholders  who  stood 
precisely  as  the  persons  now  before  Congress 
asking  for  relief  by  this  bill  stood  at  the  time 
they  were  turned  out  of  occupation  during  the 
war  b^  the  military  authorities. 

Before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  passed  upon  the  question  of  the  citj's 
title  ou  her  appeal  from  the  board  of  land 
commissioners,  Congress  very  wisely  took  juris- 
diction of  the  subject,  and  by  an  act  passed 
in  1866  conveyed  to  the  city  for  the  benefit  of 
the  bona  fide  occupants  the  title  of  the  United 
States  to  all  the  lands  confirmed  to  her  by  the 
circuit  court,  subject  to  the  exceptions  in  thA 
decree.  Those  exceptions  included  all  military 
reservations,  and  of  course  the  reservation  in 
this  case.  The  act  of  Congress  did,  however, 
recognize  fully,  in  the  interest  of  a  great 
and  growing  community,  the  equities  of  the 
occupants.  Had  the  lands  at  Point  Sau  Jos6 
been  understood  to  be  a  military  reservation 
Dotoriously  and  for  years,  like  the  lands  at  the 
Presidio,  the  claimants  now  before  Congress 
would  have  little  or  no  ground  for  relief.  Very 
far  otherwise  was  their  case,  as  I  have  en- 
deavored .to  show.  They  supposed  they  had  a 
good  title.  They  bought  it  as  such,  and  they 
paid  their  money  for  it  as  sach.  Their  entire 
good  faith  is  evidenced  by  the  character  of 
the  improvements  which  they  and  others  in 
like  case  put  upon  the  lands  held  by  them  at 
Point  San  Jos6. 

There  is  still  another  ^ound  for  passing  this 
bill.  Not  a  great  while  since  the  military 
authorities  cut  down  the  area  of  the  reserva- 
;ioD  at  Point  San  Jos^.  Two  years  ago,  as  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Edmunds]  just 
>bserved,  Congress  confirmed  the  titles  of  all 
)Ccopant8  in  good  faith  outside  of  the  new  lim- 
ts ;  that  is,  the  present  limits  of  the  military 
'eservation.  In  so  doing  it  gave  to  those  occu- 
>ants.  a  perfect  title  as  against  the  United 
States,  not  merely  to  their  lands,  but  lo  im- 
trovemeots  much  more  valuable  in  nM>ney 
ban  the  improvements  within  the  existing 
eservation.  I  ask  Senators  to  say,  is  there 
ny  distinction  injustice,  in  equity,  or  in  mor- 
Is  between  the  condition  of  the  occupants 
rbo  were  relieved  by  your  bill  two  years  ago 
nd  the  condition  of  the  occupants  who  are 
ere  to-day  asking  you  to  treat  them  upon  the 
ame  footing  substantially  with  the  occupants 
rho  were  fortunate  enough  to  fall  outside  of 
be  new  line  of  the  reservation? 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  there  was  a  doc- 
rioe  of  law  in  regard  to  the  lands  within  the 
mits  of  San  Francisco,  finally  invoked  and 
jstained  in  the  Supreme  Court,  which,  while 
was  undoubtedly  sound,  was  nevertheless  a 
erj  great  surprise,  not  merely  to  the  people 


at  large,  but  to  the  lawyers  of  California.  It 
was,  that  whatever  mieht  have  been  tiie  nature 
of  the  title  of  a  pueblo  to  the  lands  within  its 
limits,  yet  at  any  time,  even  after  judgment 
final  on  last  appeal,  but  before  a  patent  issued 
divesting  the  title  of  the  United  States,  the 
United  States  had  the  full  right  of  disposition 
of  the  lands  within  the  city  of  San  Francisco. 

What  has  been  the  result  to  the  claimants 
under  the  bill  ?  The  United  States  have  ousted 
them  from  their  possessions  of  ten  to  twelve 
years'  holding  in  undoubting  security.  True, 
the  United  States  own  the  lands ;  they  have  thus 
the  legal  right  on  their  side.  They  have  also 
had  the  advantage  and  the  use  of  the  improve- 
ments, whatever  they  may  be.  It  is  not  in  the 
spirit  of  the  large  and  liberal  equity  which  has 
characterized  the  dealings  of  Congress  in  re- 
gard to  the  lands  in  San  Francisco  in  1866 
and  in  1870,  in  regard  to  portions  of  this  very 
reservation — a  spirit  which  should  always,  and 
I  hope  will  always,  characterize  its  dealings 
with  Its  own  citizens — that  a  distinction  should 
be  made  between  the  lands  taken  from  these 
claimants  and  the  value  of  the  improvements. 
As  you  well  know,  sir,  legally  no  distinction 
can  be  made  between  the  two  in  this  case. 

If  the  claimants  are  not  entitled  to  com- 
pensation  for  the  lands  taken  from  them, 
they  are  not  entitled  to  compensation  for  the 
improvements  on  the  lands.  If  they  are  wrong- 
doers as  to  the  lands,  they  are  as  to  the  im- 
provements. If  they  are  not  wrongdoers, 
their  appeal  to  your  canity  cannot  be  resisted. 

I  am  not  aware  of  the  amount  involved, 
or  whether  it  is  so  large  as  has  been  stated,  or 
larger.  I  do  not  think  the  amount  will  in  any 
event  be  so  considerable  as  to  furnish  a  strong 
argument  against  the  bill.  I  think  the  bill 
ought  to  pass,  and  I  trust  it  will  pass. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Unless  there  is  a  dis- 
position to  let  this  bill  lie  over,  I  shall  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  it.  I  know  nothing 
of  it  except  from  the  debate.  I  think  there  is 
an  equity  in  behalf  of  the  squatters,  under 
whatever  authority  they  claim,  for  the  im- 
provements they  have  made  on  the  land ;  but 
certainly  to  pay  for  land  that  the  Supreme 
Cburt  of  the  United  States  have  decided 
belongs  to  us,  and  belongs  to  us  as  a  military 
reservation,  made  according  to  law,  would  be 
to  carry  the  doctrine  of  compensation  to  squat^ 
ters  far  beyond  any. precedent  that  I  haye 
known  in  my  experience.  It  seems  this  land 
belonged  to  the  city  of  San  Francisco ;  it  was 
a  pueblo  or  town  limit  under  the  Mexican  law, 
and  therefore  these  persons  who  went  upon 
the  land  were  squatters,  were  wrongdoers  in 
the  eye  of  the  law,  not  only  as  against  the  city 
of  San  Francisco,  as  against  the  rights  of  the 
pueblo  or  town,  but  against  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.  They  went  there  at  their  own 
risk ;  but  as  thev  were  allowed  to  build  im- 
provements on  the  land  on  a  claim  of  title, 
the  ordinary  principle  of  occupying  claims 
might  give  them  the  value  of  the  improve- 
ments, but  certainly  not  the  value  of  the  land. 
If,  therefore,  the  bill  were  confined  to  paying 
them  fot  the  value  of  the  improvements  made 
by  them  in  the  belief  that  they  had  a  good 
title  to  the  land,  or  would  get  a  good  title 
to  the  land,  probably  it  would  be  equitable  to 
do  that. 

That  wDuld  cost,  the  Senator  from  Louis- 
iana tells  me,  about  fifty  thonsatld  dollars ;  but 
to  pay  them  for  land  which,  by  a  judgment  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  was  not  theirs,  and  on 
which  they  had  no  right  to  settle,  would  be  to 
carry  the  doctrine  too  far.  The  validity  of 
the  reservation,  as  I  understand,  has  been  set- 
tled by  a  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
They  must  have  decided,  theretbre,  not  only 
that  it  was  set  aside  as  a  military  reservation, 
but  that  due  proclamation  was  made,  and  that 
in  all  respects  the  law  was  complied  with  which 
designates  this  particular  tract  of  land  as  a 
military  reservation.  Therefore,  these  parties 
have  no  equitable  title,  no  legal  title,  no  claim 
whatever  to  ^e  land,  because  their  possess- 


ory right  was  made  after  this  legal  title  had 
accrued,  aud  the  land  had  been  reserved  for 
military  purposes.  They  went  there  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law  of  the  pueblo,  as  well  as  the 
law  of  the  United  States,  and  were  wrong- 
doers in  every  sense  of  the  word. 

Mr.  C  ASSE  RLT.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  perhaps  I  did  not  make  it  quite  plain. 
There  never  was  any  actual  occupation  of  this 
land  by  a  single  officer  or  soldier  of  the  United 
States  until  after  the  war  broke  ouL  Nobody 
knew  there  was  a  reservation  there. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  understand  that;  but 
at  the  same  time  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  it  seems,  have  settled  the  fact 
that  in  1860  this  land  was  reserved  by  a  legal 
order  by  the  proper  authorities  of  the  United 
States,  and  these  settlers  who  went  upon  the 
land  were  bound  to  take  notice  of  the  reser- 
vations made  according  to  law.  If  there  was 
a  doubt  about  the  legality  of  the  military  res- 
ervation, that  would  be  a  different  thing ;  but 
that  question  has  been  settled  by  the  highest 
tribunal  in  the  land  after  full  debate,  undoubt- 
edly against  the  interested  argument  of  the 
attorneys  of  these  very  claimants;  and  that 
legal  question  having  been  settled  by  that 
court,  it  is  certain  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  ought  not  now,  with  scarcely  a 
quorum,  to  undertake  to  revise  their  decision. 
That  settles  the  right  to  the  land  to  be  in  the 
United  States,  and  settles  the  fact  that  this 
was  a  military  reservation  duly  defined  and 
duly  proclaimed  and  set  apart,  and  therefore, 
by  our  laws  not  subject  to  settlement. 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  if  we  wish  to  do 
substantial  justice  to  these  settlers  we  should 
pay  them  for  their  improvements  on  the  land 
on  the  general  principles  of  the  occupying 
claimant's  law,  not  treating  them  as  trespass- 
ers, although  we  have  a  ri^ht  tb  treat  them  as 
trespassers  and  forfeit  the  improvements.  But 
considering  the  general  license  of  the  squatter 
law,  as  they  have  gone  on  the  land  with  the 
hope  that  they  would  by  making  improvements 
finally  get  a  good  title  to  it,  I  would  be  will- 
ing to  pay  them  for  their  improvements  on  the 
land,  bnt  no  more.  I  will  offier  an  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  to  strike  out  the  words  *'  value 
of  the  land"  in  two  places  which  I  have 
indicated  to  the  Secretary.  If  that  amend- 
ment is  adopted,  I,  for  one,  shall  be  willing  to 
have  the  bill  pass. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  oom- 
roittee  have  reported  one  or  two  amendments 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  WEST.    Those  are  immaterial. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  amendments  of  the 
committee  do  not  affect  the  part  I  propose  'to 
amend. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  proposes  to  amend  the  bill  in  lines 
ten  and  eleven  by  striking  out  the  words  '*  the 
lands  and,"  and  also  by  striking  out  the  word 
^Hhereon"  after  the  word  ' 'improvements,*' 
and  inserting  the  words** on  saia  lands;"  and 
in  lines  fourteen  and  fifteen  by  striking  out 
the  words  **  the  cash  value  of  said  lands  and," 
and  also  striking  out  the  word  *' thereon" 
after  the  word  ^*  improvements,"  and  inserting 
the  words  **on  said  lands." 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  desire  lo  correct  an 
impression  under  which  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  seems  to  have  spoken.  The  class  of 
landholders  in  San  Francisco  to  which  the 
claimants  here  belonged  should  not  be  re- 
garded as  squatters  in  any  opprobrious  sense, 
uor  as  trespassers.  Whatever  was  the  nature 
of  the  pueblo  title,  or  whether  the  city  of  San 
Francisco  had  any  title,  in  fee,  to  the  lands 
within  her  limits,  it  was  universally  agreed, 
and  was  the  common  law  of  those  days,  that 
occupants  in  good  faith  holding  either  bv  an 
original  occopation  in  themselves,  or  in  thoae 
to  whom  they  succeeded,  not  only  were  not 
squattersj  but  that  so  long  as  the  citjr  of  San 
Francisco  acquiesced  in  their  occupation  they 
had  the  only  title  that  it  was  possible  to 
obtain  in  those  ds^s. 
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I  beg  the  Senate  to  remember  alwavs  in  ooo- 
sidering  this  sabject  two  things:  orst,  that 
these  lands  never  were  within  the  public  land 
system  of  llje  United  States.  The  public  land 
surveys  never  were  extended  over  them,  have 
not  been  to  this  day,  and  never  will  be  unless  the 
pnblie  land  system  is  fundamentally  changed. 
Therefore,  there  was  no  way  in  which  occu- 
pants of  such  lands  could  obtain  titles  from  the 
United  States.  In  the  next  place,  as  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  finally 
held,  they  could  not  obtain  title  from  the  city 
of  San  Francisco,  because  whether  the  city  of 
San  Francisco  had  any  title  that  she  could  dis- 
pose of  to  them,  was  a  question  to  be  settled  by 
a  litigation  of  years  in  the  Federal  courts.  So 
that  there  being  no  way  to  get  title  from  the 
United  States,  and.  as  it  turned  out,  no  way 
to  set  title  from  toe  city  of  San  Francisco, 
and  there  being  no  other  known  sources  of 
title,  the  hardy  and  adventurous  people  who 
went  out  there  to  San  Francisco  and  on  the 
shores  of  her  bay,  and  built  up  a  great  com- 
mercial city  for  vou,  were  obliged  to  take  such 
title  as  they  could  get.  As  1  said,  an  occupa- 
tion in  good  faith  was  the  only  title  in  such 
cases.  It  was  always  respected  and  never  was 
considered  by  the  community  of  San  Fran- 
ciseo  as  in  any  degree  discreditable  to  the 
occupant,  or  as  constituting  a  trespass  on  his 
part.  The  people  of  San  Francisco  took  such 
title  as  they  could  get.  They  never  doubted 
that  it  was  a  good  title.  If  they  erred,  it  was 
by  an  error  that  was  all  but  universal,  and 
which  had  all  the  signs  and  evidences  of 
truth. 

Now,  sir,  I  say  that  you  have  respected  and 
you  are  bound  to  respect  such  a  title  as  1  have 
described ;  and  to  consider  the  men  who  in 
good  faith,  peaceably,  under  the  protection  of 
your  flag,  and  *beanng  true  allegiance  to  it, 
took  up  those  lands  on  the  bay  of  San  Fran- 
cisco. To  them  as  much,  perhaps  much  more 
in  those  old  days  than  to  your  capitalists  or  to 
your  rich  merchants,  was  the  growth  of  San 
Francisco  due.  Tiiey  took  the  risk  of  the 
justice  and  the  equity  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  their  small  holdings.  They  went 
upon  them;  they  built  houses;  they  made 
little  gardens.  Familiesgrew  up  around  them. 
They  were  the  true  pioneers  of  California.  As 
a  rule,  a  more  meritorious  class  of  men  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find ;  as  much  remote 
from  the  squatter,  opprobriously  named,  or 
the  trespasser,  or  *^  the  jumper,''  as  can  well 
be  conceived. 

I  trust  that  in  disposing  of  this  bill  any  such 
injurious  impression  will  be  dispelled  from 
the  minds  of  Senators.  No  impression  could 
be  mure  unjust.  The  world  never  saw  such  a 
spectacle  as  California  presented  when,  with- 
out law,  without  government,  but  by  the  in- 
nate order  and  capacity  for  self-government 
of  the  American  people,  she  crystallized  her- 
self, by  a  process  as  certain  and  as  beautiful  as 
the  crystallizing  processes  of  nature,  into  that 
community  of  order,  of  peace,  of  enterprise, 
of  intelligence  which  we  know  as  an  American 
State.  The  men  who  were  foremost  and  most 
efficient  in  producing  such  a  result,  the  won- 
der of  the  world,  and,  most  of  all,  of  the 
thinking  men  and  of  the  statesmen  of  the 
world,  were  of  the  class  some  of  whom  are 
here  to-day  asking  for  a  relief  which  seems  to 
me  to  be  founded  on  the  clearest  equity,  if  the 
Senate  can  only  find  the  time  to  examine  and 
understand  the  subject. 

It  is  a  difficult  subject,  there  is  no  doubt. 
The  complications  of  titles  in  San  Francisco 
were  almost  unparalleled  in  the  United  States, 
probably  quite  unparalleled  outside  of  the  State 
of  Kentucky,  where  I  have  heard  that  lands 
were  pasted  four  or  five  deep  with  different  sets 
of  titles.  It  is  a  very  creditable  thing  to  your 
people  in  San  Francisco,  to  their  respect  for  the 
law,  and  their  respect  for  the  rights  of  others, 
that  such  complications  were  resolved  without 
injustice,  and  on  the  whole  wiih  so  little  violence 
and  80  little  bloodshed. 


Mr.  SHERMAN.  Biit  a  word  in  reply. 
The  United  States  has  the  same  title  to  the 
land  in  California  that  it  has  to  the  land  in 
Ohio,  b^  conquest,  by  acquisition.  By  the 
treaty  with  Mexico,  as  a  matter  of  coorse«  we 
acquired  all  the  lands  previously  held  by  the 
Government  of  Mexico.  The  mere  question  of 
the  extension  of  the  surveys  over  those  lands 
does  not  affect  the  title  of  the  United  States. 
The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have, 
after  long  litigation,  decided  that  this  land 
belongs  to  the  United  States,  is  a  military 
reservation  duly  and  legally  made ;  that  these 
parties  have  no  right  to  the  lands,  no  right  to 
the  proceeds  of  the  lands;  and  now  we  pro- 
pose at  this  hour  to  reverse  the  decision  ot  the 
Supreme  Court  b^  s^ing  this  land  does  not 
belong  to  the  United  States,  or  ought  not  to 
belong  to  the  United  States.  If  we  ought  not 
to  press  our  claim  to  this  land  against  these 
squatters,  then  we  ouj^ht  to  abandon  the  land 
as  a  military  reservation.  I  would  far  rather 
that  this  land  should  be  ceded  at  once  to  these 
settlers,  with  all  their  improvementSt  as  aban- 
doned by  the  United  States,  than  undertake 
to  pay  the  value  of  this  land  in  1864,  when  it 
was  taken  as  a  military  reservation.  You  put 
upon  these  fifl^-five  acres  of  land  in  San  Fran- 
cisco commissioners  to  assess  its  value  under 
a  law  by  which  the  United  States  agree  to  pay 
the  value  of  the  land,  or  leave  it  to  the  Court  of 
Claims  to  fix  under  their  rule  the  value  of  the 
land  to  be  paid  by  the  United  States  under  a  law 
asserting  the  liability  of  the  United  States  for 
the  value  of  the  land,  and  there  is  no  telling 
what  will  be  the  valuation.  It  would  be  unjust 
to  the  United  States. 

The  Supreme  Court  having  settled  the  fact 
that  the  title  of  the  whole  of  these  lands 
belongs  to  us  as  a  military  reservation^  Congress 
has  already  been  extremely  liberal  in  surren- 
dering to  the  settlers  on  the  land  .the  great 
body  of  it,  reserving  only  about  fif^-five  acres, 
according  to  a  statement  made  to  me.  Under 
these  circumstances,  to  pay  the  individual  oc- 
cupants of  these  lands  for  their  improvements 
is  all  that  could  be  asked  by  the  most  favored 
person.  When  a  person  makes  improvements 
on  land,  on  aclaimof  title,  however  honest  he 
may  be«  however  clear  his  apparent  title  may 
be,  ail  he  can  claim  is  the  value  of  his  im- 
provements after  the  rents  and  profits  are 
deducted.  To  put  those  settlers  or  squatters, 
or  whatever  you  please  to  call  them,  in  that 
attitude,  certainly  is  placing  them  in  as  favor- 
able a  light  as  they  can  be  viewed. 

I  am  regarding  rather  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  in  this  case.  I  am  afraid  that 
this  bill  will  place  us  in  a  position  where 
the  liabiliw  will  be  several  times  what  is 
now  statea  to  us,  to  wit:  two  hundred  or 
two  hundred  and  fifVy  thousand  dollars.  I 
think  myself  the  bill  ought  to  be  recom- 
mitted with  a  view  to  make  proper  provision 
for  the  ascertainment  of  the  value  of  the  im- 
provements on  these  lands  at  the  time  they 
were  taken  by  the  United  States,  and  to  pay 
the  settlers  for  those,  improvements.  To  go 
beyond  that  would  be  not  only  violating  a  gen- 
eral principle  reversing  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  but  in- 
volve us  in  a  dangerous  liability  which  ought 
not  to  be  incurred  without  fuller  consideration. 
I  think  it  would  be  much  wiser  for  the  friends 
of  the  bill  to  allow  it  to  be  recommitted,  so 
that  some  provision  may  be  made  to  deduct 
rents  and  profits.  I  am  told  that  some  of 
these  buildings  that  have  been  taken  by  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  occu- 
pied by  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
have  been  erected  a  long  time,  that  the  rents 
and  profits  have  to  a  large  extent  paid  the 
parties  the  loss  they  have  incurred. 

Mr.  WEST.  The  bill  merely  pays  them  for 
the  lands  and  improvements,  without  rents 
and  profits. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  They  have  enjoyed  the 
rents  and  profits.  These  parties  erected  these 
buildings  anywhere  between  1860  and  1864, 


and  they  have  enjoved  the  possesoon  of  otr 
land,  land  which  the  Supreme  Coart  of  tbe 
United  States  has  decided  beloogs  totbe  Uoi 
ted  States,  and  therefore  tbe^  ought  to  account 
for  the  rents  and  profits.  It  thej  are  paid  (kt 
value  of  their  lanos.  as  a  matter  of  eoonethej 
will  get  the  value  of  their  improTsiDeou  vlth- 
out  accounting  for  their  rents  aod  profiu.  It 
seems  to  me  that  so  important  a  bill  ai  ihii, 
involving  so  large  an  amount,  lometbere  be- 
tween a  quarter  of  a  million  aod  a  miliioa, 
ought  not  to  be  passed  withoat  fuller  oooiid- 
eratioc.  I  therefore  move  that  the  bill  be 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Miiiiuy 
Affairs. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  but  a  word  to  adi 
After  the  statement  made  by  mj  friend  froo 
Ohio  I  ought  to  say  that  the  title  or  daim  of 
the  parties  to  this  land  was  precisely  tbe  nee 
as  that  of  parties  to  nearly  all  the  rest  of  tbe 
land  in  the  citv  of  San  Francisco,  and  jastu 
good,  except  that  this,  for  the  cooTeoiesce  of 
the  Government,  was  afterward  duoMdu 
a  military  reservation.  Nearly  all  the  oibtf 
lands  in  San  Francisco  are  claimed  by  pom!- 
ory  right,  by  persons  going  on  then  in  tk« 
same  manner  precisely  as  persons  went  Qpos 
these  lands,  and  no  one  can  therefore  diipato 
that  these  claimants  have  an  equitable  dais 
to  the  lands. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEa.  Tbe  Sem 
tor  from  Ohio  moves  that  tbe  bill  be  reoos- 
mitted  to  the  Committee  on  Militaiy  A&ia 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

R.  E.  DB  BDB8Y. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  have  one  more  bill  tbtt  I 
wish  to  have  acted  upon.  I  move  to  take  sp 
Senate  bill  No.  769. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  tbe  bill  jB. 
No.  769)  to  close  the  accounts  of  R.E.  Dt 
Russy,  late  colonel  corps  of  en^tDeen,  d^ 
ceased,  was  considered  as  inCommiuee  ofdis 
Whole.  In  order  to  close  tbe  accoanta  for  (dis- 
bursements of  R.  E.  De  Rnssy,  Iste  coloce! 
corps  of  engineers,  deceased,  the  bill  direct} 
the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  TrMiB7 
to  allow  and  credit  him  the  sum  of  $8,0M  BO. 
or  such  sum  as  may  be  necessary  to  cloie  bis 
accounts  ;  but  this  amount  is  not  to  exceed 
that  authorized  in  the  settlement  o'f  the  aecoflou 
of  disbursing  officers  by  the  act  entitled  "As 
act  to  authorize  the  settlement  of  theaeeooR^ 
of  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy,"  appro«4 
June  28,  1870. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  fitt 
out  amendment,  ordered  to  be  en^oiaed  ^' 
third  reading,  read  the  third  timeyandpaasw. 

SOLDUBS'  DBP0SIT8,  ETC. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  enter  a  boon 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  Seaita 
passed  tbe  bill  (S.  No.  i48)  to  eatabluh  i 
system  of  deposits,  to  prevent  dsaeriioo,  u» 
elevate  the  condition  of  the  rank  aod  file  oi 
the  Army.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  [lir. 
SAtiLSBCRT]  had  an  amendment  which  be « 
sired  to  propose  to  tbe  bill,  bat  be  was  d« 
present  in  the  Chamber  at  the  time  u  v« 
acted  upon,  and  I  therefore  sabmit  the  dooob 
to  reconsider. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  mouoa  :o 
reconsider  will  be  entered. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Let  it  come  up  toforrow 
or  some  other  day,  unless  the  Senator  iiretaj 
to  offer  his  amendment  now.  , 

Mr.  8  AiJLSBURY.    I  am  ready  to  do  so. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  if  IJ'«J 
be  no  objection  the  vote  by  which  thf  ^ 
was  passed,  and  also  the  vote  by  which  U  » 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  '^^"J.'p!^ 
will  be  regarded  as  reconsidered.  The  tni« 
hears  no  objection.  The  bill  is  now  open '» 
amendment.  .  a. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  move  to  aoeod  tie 
bill  by  inserting  at  the  end  of  the  fint  ^^^ 
the  following  proviso : 

Provided,  That  every  paymaster  io  the  ArjJ.jJ; 
fore  reeaivinf  on  deposit  any  money  ud^ ^S^i 
visions  of  this  aot.  ehaU  give  to  the  Vati^  S««» 
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b«nd  with  two  or  more  anretiea.  to  be  spproTod  by 
the  SMretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  saeh  Bam  as  he 
may  deem  ^affioient,  with  condition  that  the  money 
bysQob  paymaster  reoeived  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
faithfully  aooonnted  for  as  other  pnblio  moneys  in 
his  bands,  saoh  bond  to  be  Joint  and  sereral,  and 
may  be  sned  apon  in  any  distriet  or  ciroait  court  of 
the  United  States:  And  mnmidtd  further.  That  the 
QoTeroment  shall  be  liable  for  the  amount  depos- 
ited to  the  person  so  depositing  the  same. 

Mr.  WILSON.    I  have  no  objection  to  the 
amendmeoL 
The  amend  meot  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CALIVORNIA  AND  NKVADA  TETBRAN8. 

Mr.  WEST.  I  more  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No. 
569.  It  is  a  bill  reported  by  the  Military  Com- 
mittee, and  will  not  lead  to  any  debate.  It  is 
a  bill  which  comes  within  the  order  for  to-day, 
but  it  escaped  the  notice  of  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  559)  for  the  relief 
of  California  and  Nevada  veteran  volunteers 
honorably  discharged  at  points  distant  from 
3riginal  enlistments. 

Mr.  WEST.  It  is  only  necessary  to  read 
the  amendment,  which  is  a  substitute  for  the 
bill. 

The  PBESIDINQ  OFFICER.  Unless  some 
Senator  calls  for  it,  the  reading  of  the  original 
bill  will  be  omitted. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
lAry  Affairs  was  read,  being  to  strike  ont  all 
iHer  the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  to 
nsert  as  a  substitute  therefor  the  following: 

That  the  proper  aooonnttnK  officer  of  the  Treasory 
le,  and  be  is  hereby,  authorised  and  directed  to  pay. 
>r  to  OHUse  to  be  paid,  to  the  officers  and  enlisted 
Ben  of  such  California  and  Nevada  veteran  volun- 
teers as  were  honorably  discharged  for  any  cause  in 
^ew  Mexico.  Ariiooa,  Utah,  and  other  points  dis- 
ant  from  their  homes,  upon,  individual  applications 
>y  BQoh  parties,  travel-pay  and  allowances,  as  pre- 
oribed  by  la«s  in  force  at  the  time,  from  place  of 
[iscbarge  to  place  of  original  enlistment,  dedncting 
imounts  already  paid  them  for  travel  from  place  of 
liscbargeto  plaoe  of  rek'olistment;  and  sums  ^aid 
(Oder  this  act  shall  be  charged  to  appropriations 
leretofore  made  for  pay  of  two  and  three  years' 
olanteers. 

bxo.  2.  That  thb  provistoas  of  this  act  shall  not 
pply  to  officers  whose  resignations  were  accepted, 
or  to  eulisted  men  mustered  out  of  the  service  or 
Ischarged  upon  their  own  application. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amende 
d,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
*he  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  for  a 
bird  reading/read  the  third  timej  and  passed. 

U0U8S  BILLS  REFKRRED. 

The  following  bills  received  from  the  House 
f  Representatives  were  severally  read  twice 
y  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  below: 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1541)  making  appro- 
riations  for  the  support  of  the  Army  for  the 
ear  ending  June  ZO,  1878 — to  the  Committee 
o  Appropriations. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1758)  to  authorize  the 
ppointment  of  deputies  of  clerks  of  circuit 
DO  district  courts — to  the  Committee  on  the 
udiciary. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2206)  for  payment 
>  K.  M.  Oreen  for  the  use  of  his  patent  by 
le  Government — to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
.ffairs. 

The  bUl  (H.  R.  No.  2247)  giving  the  ap- 
roval  and  sanction  of  Congress  to  the  term- 
li  and  route  of  the  Anacostia  and  Potomac 
irer  railroad,  and  to  regulate  its  construction 
id  operation — to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
ict  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  991)  providing  for  the 
ilief  of  certain  invalid  pensioners— to  the 
omnaittee  on  Pensions. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  546)  for  the  relief  of 
harles  F.  Tracy — to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
fikirs. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2258)  for  the  relief  of 
atbron  &  Maguire,  bankers  and  brokers  of 


the  city  of  Rome,  Georgia — to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  twice 
by  their  titles  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce : 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2044)  to  authorise  the 
appointment  of  shipping  commissioners  by 
the  judges  of  the  several  circuit  courts  of  the 
United  States  to  superiatend  the  shipping  and 
discharge  of  seamen  engaged  in  merchant  ships 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  and  for  the 
further  protection  of  seamen ;  and 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2116)  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  **An  act  to  provide  for  the  better 
security  of  life  on  board  of  vessels  propelled 
by  steam,  and  for  other  purposes,'*  approved 
February  28,  1871. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  twice 
by  their  titles  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands: 

The  bill(H.  R.  No.  1022)  for  the  relief  of 
aged  and  infirm  preemption  settlers  ;  and 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2202)  authorising  joint 
entry  by  preemption  settlers,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  twice 
by  their  titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Post  OfiSces  and  Post  Roads : 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1564)  for  the  relief  of 
William  F.  Barker,  postmaster  at  North vi He, 
Fulton  county,  New  York ; 

The  bill  (U.  R.  No.  2255)  for  the  relief  of 
W.  H.  Kirk ; 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2256)  authorizing  the 
Postmaster  General  to  issue  one- cent  corre- 
spondence or  post  cards  for  transmission  in  the 
United  States  mails :  and 

The  bill  (H.  R.  Iso.  2207)  to  authorize  the 
construction  of  a  bridge,  and  to  establish  the 
same  as  a  post  road. 

The  following  bills  and  joint  resolution  were 
severally  read  twice  by  their  titles,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Claims: 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  809)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  refund  certain 
moneys  to  James  0.  P.  Bumside ; 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1274)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  F.  Spencer,  of  Indiana ;  and 

The  joint  resolution  (H.  Jl.  No.  131)  relat- 
ing to  the  commissioners  of  claims  appointed 
under  act  of  Congress  approved  March  3, 1871. 

JAHB8  T.  JOHNSTON. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2246)  for  the  relief  of 
James  T.  Johnston,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  is  a  bill  to 
correct  a  mistake  in  the  enrollment  of  another 
similar  bill,  which  was  vetoed  by  the  President 
on  that  account. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  ask  that  that  bill  be 
considered  now  and  put  on  its  passage. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  similar  bill 
was  passed,  but  owing  to  an  error  in  the 
enrollment,  the  President  vetoed  it. 

There  beinc  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider  the  bill.  In  order  to  remedy  an  error 
of  fact  in  a  certain  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1867)  for 
the  relief  of  James T.  Johnston,  which  hereto- 
fore passed  both  Houses  at  the  present  session 
of  Congress,  and  was  returned  April  1,  1872, 
b^  the  President  of  the  United  States  without 
his  approval,  on  account  of  such  error,  the  bill 
directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay 
to  James  T.  Johnston,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia, 
the  amount  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  for 
taxes  due  to  the  United  States,  without  inter- 
est, of  lot  No.  162,  on  Prince  street,  Alexan- 
dria, Virginia,  less  all  taxes,  costs,  and  leeal 
charges,  the  sale  having  been  made  by  the 
tax  commissioners  of  the  United  States  under 
the  laws  for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  readings  read 
llie  third  time,  and  passed. 

8KTTL.KItS  ON  CHKROKBE  LANDS. 

The  bill  (H.  &.  No.  1496)  to  carry  ont  cer- 
tain provisions  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1866 


and  for  the  relief  of  settlers  oa  the  Cherokee 
lands  in  the  State  of  Kansas,  was  read  twice 
by  its  title. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  A  precisely  similar  bill 
has  twice  passed  the  Senate,  once  during  this 
Congress  and  once  during  the  last  Congress. 
The  only  change  is  that  the  House  put  the 
lands  at  two  dollars  an  acre,  while  we  put  them 
at  $1  25;  but  I  have  thought  that  we  had  bet- 
ter pass  this  bill  as  it  now  stands,  because  the 
bill  which  passed  the  Senate  went  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  therefore  it  has 
not  the  same  number  as  this,  and  did  not  come 
from  the  same  committee.  This  bill  came 
from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  although 
it  is  identically  the  same  bill,  I  think,  with  the 
exception  of  the  prices  of  the  land.  They 
have  now  been  raised,  a  portion  of  them  to 
two  dollars  and  a  portion  of  them  to  $1  50  an 
acre.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  put  upon  its 
passage,  as  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs  is  present  and  knows  the 
facts  to  which  I  allude. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  prefer  that  the  bill 
should jeo  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kentucky  desires  to  have  the  bill  referred. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  I  move  that  it  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has 
asked  consent  to  have  these  bills  taken  up  and 
referred.  He  will  reserve  this  one  until  to- 
morrow morning  if  any  Senator  ofcgects  to  its 
being  passed  or  referred.  The  appropriate 
time  for  the  presentation  of  bills  for  reference 
is  at  the  opening  of  the  session,  but  these  bills 
were  delayed  in  consequence  of  the  debate 
occupying  the  whole  morning  hour  to-day. 
The  bill  will  therefore  lie  on  the  table  until 
to-morrow  at  twelve  o'clock. 

OFFIOltas  AMD  GRBW  OF  THl  KBABSAKOB. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2205)  for  the  relief  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Kearsarge  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  CRAGiN.  That  bill  which  comes  from 
the  House  has  passed  the  House  four  times. 
A  bill  exactly  like  it  with  two  or  three  verbal 
alterations  passed  t^e  Senate  only  a  few  days 
ago.  I  have  examined  this  bill  carerully,  and 
find  that  the  alterations  of  the  House  are  not 
material,  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  pass  the 
bill  at  this  time.  It  is  a  bill  to  pay  to  Rear 
Admiral  VVinslow  and  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Kearsarge,  who  destroyed  the  Alabama, 
prize  money.  I  will  say  that  the  statute-books 
are  full  of  precedents  precisely  like  this.  I 
hope  the  Senate  will  allow  the  bill  to  pass. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Is  this  tne  sam6 
bill  that  we  passed  before? 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  I  will  state  exactly  how  it 
differs  from  the  bill  we  passed.  The  House 
inserted  the  words  '^  out  of  any  money  here- 
after to  be  appropriated,*'  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  the  bill  out  of  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
They  also  struck  out  the  words  *'  in  the  same 
manner  as  prize  money,*' and  inserted,  **  ac- 
cording to  the  pay-roll  of  the  ship  at  the  time." 
That  would  give  a  little  larger  proportion  to 
the  inferior  officers.  They  also  struck  out  the 
word  *'  mariner,"  and  inserted  *^  of  said  offi- 
cers and  crew ;"  and  also  struck  out  the  words 
'*  legal  representatives,"  and  inserted  **  per- 
sonal representatives."  With  those  excep- 
tions it  is  precisely,  word  for  word,  the  bill  as 
it  passed  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  rise  to  oppose 
the  bill ;  on  the  contrazy,  I  think  I  voted  two 
vears  ago  for  substantially  the  same  kind  of  a 
bill;  but  I  desire  to  make  an  inquiry:  two  years 
ago,  when  we  had  a  similar  bill  up,  I  think  the 
claim  of  the  officers  of  the  ship  Wyoming  was 
united  in  the  same  bill  with  tnis  claim,  and  I 
am  inclined  to  think  the  one  is  as  meritorious 
as  the  other. 

Mr.  CRAGIN.  That  was  a  Senate  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  should  like  to  know 
why  they  are  not  together  now. 
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Mr.  GRAGIN.  They  do  not  come  from  the 
House  anited.  The  Senale  then  amended  that 
bill  by  putting  on  the  claim  of  the  Wyoming. 
The  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  at  this  session 
reported  two  bills,  one  in  favor  of  the  Kear- 
sarge  and  one  in  favor  of  the  Wyoming. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  They  stand  now  sep- 
arate? 

Mr.  CRAQIN.    They  stand  now  separate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  I  hope  we  shall 
also  pnt  the  Wyoming  bill  on  its  passage,  be- 
cause I  think  it  is  every  bit  as  meritorious  as 
this ;  and  I  think  they  are  both  meritorious. 

Mr.  GRAGIN.  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  so 
as  soon  as  there  is  an  opportunity. 

Mr.  CASS£RLY.  I  simply  rise  to  confirm 
all  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  so  well 
said.  I  do  hope  that  the  Senate  will  not  long 
delay  the  same  measure  of  justice  to  the 
officers  and  crew  of  the  Wyoming. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  will  state 
that  the  other  bill  ought  not  to  be  put  upon 
this,  and  I  will  suM^est  one  reason 

Mr.  CASSERL?    I  do  not  propose  thaL 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  Senators  do 
not  make  that  suggestion,  I  have  nothing  to 
say.  I  was  going  to  observe,  however,  as  a 
reason  why  the  Wyoming  bill  ought  not  to 
be  tacked  on  to  this,  that  the  claim  of  the 
Wyoming  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Japanese 
indemnity  fand«  and  therefore  the  two  things 
onght  not  to  be  put  together. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  1  do  not  ask  to  put  it 
on  to  this  bill,  because  I  am  in  favor  of  the 
general  principle  of  letting  every  claim  stand 
on  its  own  merits  and  not  log-rolling  one  claim 
by  another,  and  I  feel  pretty  well  satisfied  that 
if  the  Senate  will  look  into  the  Wyoming  claim, 
as  I  have  done,  they  will  conclude  that  it  ought 
to  pass. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  That  is  undoubt- 
edly so. 

Mr.  GRAGIN.     We  have  reported  it. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  to  state  briefly  why 
it  was  that  the  Wyoming  bill  was  put  upon 
the  Kearsarge  bill  before.  I  was  a  member 
of  the  Naval  Committee  at  that  time  and  re- 
member making  the  report.  The  bill  which 
passed  the  House  at  that  time  proposed  to  give 
money  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Kear- 
sarge out  of  the  Japanese  indemnity  fund,  and 
when  it  came  to  the  Naval  Committee  of  the 
Senate  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Wyoming, 
whose  actions  bad  really  led  to  the  settlement 
which  produced  finally  the  Japanese  indemnity 
fund,  considered  that  they  ought  to  be  put  upon 
that  bill.  For  that  reason  that  amendment 
was  put  on ;  but  I  understand  that  the  bill  which 
now  comes  from  the  House  proposes  to  pay  the 
money  to  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  iLear- 
sarge  out  of  the  Treasury  and  not  out  of  the 
Japanese  indemnity  fund;  so  that  the  other 
measure  when  it  comes  up  will  stand  on  its 
own  merits. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  directs  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  to  pay  to  Rear  Admiral  John  A.  Wins- 
low  and  the  officers  and  crew  belonging  to 
the  United  States  steamer  Kearsarge,  while 
engaged  in  the  capture  .and  destruciion  of  the 
vessel  called  the  Alabama,  on  the  19th  of 
June,  1864,  the  sum  of  $190,000,  that  being 
her  estimated  value,  to  be  distributed  to  the 
officers  and  crew  attached  to  the  Kearsarge  at 
that  date,  according  to  the  pay-roll  of  the  ship 
at  the  lime,  and  to  be  in  lieu  of  the  bounty 
anthorized  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act 
of  June  20, 1864,  entitled  **An  act  to  regulate 
prize  proceedings,''  &c.  But  no  money  is  to 
DO  paid  to  the  assignee  of  any  of  the  officers 
or  crew  entitled  to  receive  the  same,  but  only 
to  himself  in  person,  his  wife,  or  personal 
representative,  excluding  any  such  assignee: 
and  if  any  of  the  officers  or  crew  has  receivea 
the  bounty  provided  by  the  eleventh  section 
of  the  act  of  June  20,  1864,  that  is  to  be 
deducted  from  the  amount  to  be  paid  to  him 
under  this  act. 


The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  withoot 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

INDIAN   APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  was  about  to  appeal  to 
the  Senator  from  California  to  allow  me  to 
take  up  House  bill  No.  874,  known  as  the 
labor  commission  bill,  but  I  understand  that 
several  Senators  who  are  not  here  desire  to 
speak  on  that  bill,  and  I  therefore  give  notice 
that  I  shall  endeavor  to  call  it  up  at  the  ear- 
liest practicable  moment. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill,  and  I 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  have  an  execu- 
tive session  for  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  COLE.  If  it  is  not  the  pleasure. of  the 
Senate  to  go  on  with  the  appropriation  bill  now, 
I  will  yield  for  that  purpose. 

BXEGUTITB  BRSSIOM. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  ;  and  after  seven 
minutes  spent  in  executive  session  the  doors 
were  reopened,  and  (at  four  o'clock  and  fitly- 
four  minutes  p.  m. )  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  April  9,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

SHRKYKPORT  AND  NKW  MKXIGO  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  SYPHER,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2250)  to  incor- 
S orate  the  Shreveport,  Oklahoma,  and  New 
[exico  Railroad  Company ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Railways  and  Canals,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 
Mr.  RANDALL.  I  move  to  reconsider. 
The  SPEAKER.  Bills  now  introduced 
are  with  the  understanding  they  are  to  be 
referred,  not  to  be  brought  back  by  a  motion 
to  reconsider. 

FKEIGBTAGIS. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2251)  to  pro- 
hibit railroad  companies  from  discriminatinK 
among  shippers  in  shipping  facilities  and 
freightage  ;~  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  relerred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RELIEF  OV  INVALID  PENSIONERS. 

Mr.  MOORE  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  report  back  from  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  for  present  consideration,  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  991)  providing  for  the  relief  of 
certain  invalid  pensioners. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  wUl  be  read  for 
information,  afler  which  objections,  if  any, 
will  be  iu  order. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  sets  forth  in  its  pre- 
amble that  by  section  one  of  an  act  entitled 
**An  act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  re- 
lating to  pensions,"  approved  March  8,  1885, 
certain  soldiers  who  were  entitled  to  and  were 
drawing  invalid  pensions,  as  provided  for  by 
law,  were  deprived  of  their  pensions  on  ac- 
count of  their  beine  employed  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  Government ;  and 
that  by  the  fifih  section  of  an  act  entitled  '*  An 
act  supplementary  to  the  several  acts  relating;  to 
pensions,"  approved  June 6, 1866,  the  said  hrst 
section  of  the  said  act  of  March  8,  1865,  was 


repealed.  The  bill  then  aathorizea  and  direct 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  cause  to  be  pu^ 
to  the  pensioners,  or  to  their  legal  hein 
or  representatives  as  recognised  by  exi£iiD{ 
pension  laws,  provided  any  of  the  pensioa- 
ers  shall  have  died  prior  to  the  approval  of 
this  act,  whatever  amonnts  may  have  been 
withheld  by  reason  of  the  actof  iCarch  8, 1865. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engroesed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  pasted. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  reoonaider  the  vou 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  alao  more4 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  tlte 
Uble. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HKNRY  LEEP  AND  JOHN   u'KEE. 

Mr.  LTNGH,  by  unanimoaa  consent,  re- 
ported back  rom  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
the  memorial  of  Henry  Leep  and  John  Mc- 
Kee ;  and  moved  that  the  committee  be  di§- 
char^ed  from  its  further  conaideration.  &Di 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claii&\ 

'J'he  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LYNCH  mov^  to  reconaider  the  vote  br 
which  the  memorial  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims ;  and  also  moved  that  toe 
motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  PUBLIC    DOCUMENTS. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  am  instructed  b^  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  which  is  antbonxed  to  re- 
port at  any  time,  to  report  for  present  consid- 
eration a  bill  to  provide  for  toe  distribnuoa 
of  public  docnments. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  At  the  request  of  nevenl 
members,  I  ask  that  the  bill,  instead  of  beicg 
pat  npK>n  its  passage  now,  be  printed  and  n- 
committed  to  the  Committee  oa  Printing. 

Mr.  KANDALL.  I  submit  that  this  h;:i 
does  not  belong  to  the  class  of  reports  wbi:s 
the  Committee  on  Printing  is  anthorized  f) 
make  at  any  time.  I  am  willing  that  it  shsl 
be  printed  and  recommitted,  bat  not  that  it 
shall  be  brought  back  again  bj  »  motion  to 
reco  n  si  d  6  r. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  will  be  printed, 
not  to  be  brought  back-by  a  motion  to  recoB- 
sider. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Then  I  insist  on  the  hia 
being  considered  now. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  bill  comes  from  the 
Commitiee  on  Printing,  bat  it  is  not  there- 
fore a  privileged  report.  The  Coiiun:ttee  en 
Printing  is  authorized  to  report  at  smy  tim«, 
but  only  upon  matters  of  printing. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  This  is  upon  mattera  cf 
printing,  and  is  a  substitute  for  two  resolu- 
tions sent  to  the  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not  follow  be- 
cause a  resolution  in  the  morning  hour  of 
Monday  may  be  sent  to  the  Coram  it:  ee  v& 
Printing  that  that  carries  with  it  the  privilejce 
of  reporting  at  any  time.  In  order  to  oxpedi:^ 
the  business  of  the  House  the  Committee  ca 
Printing  is  authorized  to  report  at  any  tise 
iu  matters  of  printing,  but  that  does  not  carr 
with  it  the  right  of  reporting  matters  which 
change  the  statute  law  of  the  country.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bbattt]  will  sec 
the  distinction. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  do  not  know  that  this 
changes  the  law.     It  simply  adds  to  the  law. 

The  SPEAKER.  When  the  Chair  speaks  of 
changing  the  law,  he  has  reference  to  anything 
which  is  independent  legislation.  The  dis- 
tinction is  obvious,  of  course,  to  the  chairmas 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  The  bill  simply  provides 
for  publishing  and  distributing  certain  docv 
ments. 

The.  SPEAKER.  It  is  snch  a  bill  as  m jb: 
come  fiom  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Osoc 
and  Post  Roads,  or  from  the  Committee  on  ibe 
Judiciary,  or  from  any  one  of  several  commit 
tees.  It  would  oome  in  as  ordinary  iegis]auo:i 
from  any  of  those  eommittees,  and  it  could  do: 
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deriye  any  kind  of  privilege  from  having  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing.  The 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Beattt]  asks  that 
this  bill  be  printed  and  recommitted  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  not  to  be  brought  back 
by  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  BE ATTY.  Have  I  not  the  right  to  have 
the  bill  considered  now? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gendeman  has  not 
that  right,  if  the  point  of  order  is  made  on  it; 
because  be  has  not  the  right  to  report  it  as  a 
privileged  bill. 

Mr.  BEATTT.  Will  the  Chair  have  the  mle 
read  which  ezclades  this  bill  from  the  privileges 
accorded  to  the  committee? 

The  SPEAKER.  Bole  101  is  that 'Mt  shall 
be  in  order  for  the  Committee  on  JPrinting  to 
report  at  any  time."  That  has  been  always 
held  to  refer  entirely  to  matters  of  printing. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  And  this  is  a  matter  of 
printing. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  does  not 
seem  to  perceive  the  distinction.  For  instance, 
the  Committee^  of  Elections  is  authorized  to 
report  at  any  time,  but  a  general  bill  regard- 
ing the.  time  at  which  members  of  Congress 
shall  be  elected  throughout  the  country  would 
appropriately  come  from  the  Committee  of 
BiecUons.  but  would  not  be  a  privileged  report ; 
ihey  would  have  to  report  it  when  called. 
So,  while  the  gentleman's  committee  is  priv- 
ileged to  report  on  any  order  of  the  House 
in  relation  to  printing,  it  is  not  privileged  to 
report  upon  matters  of  general  legislation  at 
any  time.  The  princinle  is  not  a  new  one ;  it 
lias  been  uniformly  held  so. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Well,  I  am  unable  to  see 
it,  although  it  may  be  all  right. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  The  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions of  the  last  Gonjpress  always  understood 
that  to  be  the  limit  of  our  privilege. 

1  he  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  a  new  decision ; 
it  is  the  view  which  has  always  been  taken, 
and  one  without  which  it  would  be  impossible 
to  proceed  wiih  the  business  of  the  House. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2252)  was  then  by 
onanimous  consent  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
recommitted  to  the  committee,  and  orderea 
to  be  printed,  not  to  be  brought  back  by  a 
motion  to  reconsider. 

CATHRON  AND  MAOUIKB. 

Mr.  MAYNARD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
from  the  Committee  oi  Ways  and  Means,  re- 
ported a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2253)  for  the  relief 
of  Cathron  k  Maguire,  bankers  and  brokers 
of  the  city  of  Rome^  Georgia  \  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorizes  and 
directs  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue 
to  accept  the  compromise  offered  by  Messrs. 
Cathron  A  Maguire,  bankers  and  brokers  in 
the  city  of  Rome,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  in 
full  for  all  taxes  levied  against  them  on  the 
amount  of  notes  of  said  city  paid  out  by  them 
afier  the  Ist  day  of  May,  1867,  and  prior  to 
the  1st  of  August,  1871. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Unless  some  one  desires 
to  ask  a  question  in  relation  to  this  measure, 
I  will  move  the  previous  question.  It  is  not 
a  great  matter,  and  the  Committee  of  Ways 
ana  Means  have  examined  it  carefully. 

Mr.  TO  WNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  wish 
to  ask  the  gentleman  what  is  the  amount 
involved. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  The  city  of  Rome,  Geor- 
gia, issued  scrip  in  a  form  to  be  used  for 
corrency,  which  these' bankers,  by  agreement, 
received  and  paid  out  to  sustain  its  credit  in 
the  community.  The  act  of  March  26, 1867, 
imposes  a  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  upon  all  paper 
of  this  character  paid  out  after  May  4,  1867. 
The  State  of  Georgia  had  no  representatives 
at  that  time  in  either  House  of-«  Congress, 
according  to  my  recollection,  and  the  exist- 
ence of  this  law  was  not  known  to  these 
parties,   nor  to   the  local   internal  revenue 


officers.  These  bankers  received  and  paid 
out  this  currency  to  an  estimated  amount 
not  exceeding  $7,000  in  any  one  month, 
and  up  to  August  1, 1871,  $86,100.  The  matp 
ter  remained  unnoticed  by  the  officers  of  the 
revenue  until  August  lasu  when  for  the  first 
time  they  made  demand  of  the  tax,  amounting 
by  this  time  to  $8,610.  A  proposition  was 
made  by  these  parties  to  pay  fiftv  dollars  in 
lieu  of  the  entire  amount,  which  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Internal  Revenue  rejected.  The 
payment  of  the  paper  was  immediatelv  sus- 
pended, and  the  paper  itself  called  in  by  the 
city  authorities.  1  he  committee  were  satis- 
fied that  they  had  been  acting  in  ignorance  of 
the  law,  an  ignorance  for  which,  under  the 
circumstances,  they  are  excusable.  Of  course 
no  relief  is  intended  for  any  transaction  subse- 
quent to  notice  by  the  internal  revenue  offi- 
cers.    I  move  the  previous  question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered  to  be  put ;  and  under 
the  operation  thereof  the  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  beins 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MAYNARD  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PaOFBSSOR  MORSK MKMOKIAL  8XRVI0K8. 

Mr.  DAWES,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Betohedi  That  the  Speaker  appoint  a-eommittee 
of  three  members  of  the  Hoiue  to  cooperate  with  the 
oommittee  of  arraof  ements  for  the  memorial  ser* 
vioet  in  honor  of  the  late  Professor  Morse,  to  ba 
held  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
Tuesday  evening,  the  16th  of  April. 

KDMUND  W.  SKA  BROOK. 

Mr.  WALLACE,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (fi.  R.  No.  2254)  to  relieve 
Edward  W.  Seabrook  of  political  aisabilities; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  COX.  I  call  for  the  regular  order  of 
business. 

HOUBSTKADd  TO  ACTUAL  SBTTLKRd. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness is  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No. 
2117,  to  secure  the  public  lands  to  actual  set* 
tiers,  and  the  morning  hour  begins  at  seven- 
teen minutes  before  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  COBURN.  That  is  a  bill  which  was 
reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Hawlet.]  By  reason  of  the  action  of  the 
House  it  has  come  somewhat  under  my  charee. 
On  yesterday  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Hawlby]  came  to  me  and  said  that  he  had 
been  very  suddenly  called  away  from  this  city, 
and  requested  that  the  further  consideration 
of  this  bill  be  postponed  for  two  weeks  from 
to-morrow.  I  told  him  that  so  far  as  I  was 
concerned  I  had  no  objection,  and  would  sub- 
mit the  proposition  to  the  House.  I  therefore 
submit  tne  proposition  that  the  ^rther  consid- 
eration of  this  bill  be  postponed  until  two 
weeks  from  to-morrow,  at  two  o* clock,  to  be 
then  considered  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
orders,  and  that  at  four  o'clock  on  that  day 
the  previous  question  shall  be  operative. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  la  this  bill  now 
in  the  morning  hour? 

The  SPEAKER.    It  is. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  shall  object 
to  its  being  made  the  special  order  out  of  the 
morning  hour.  I  have  no  objection  to  its 
going  over  in  the  morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  cannot  be  done; 
the  Chair  would  not  entertain  such  a  propo- 
sition. The  Chair  will  again  ask  if  there  be 
objection  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Uoburn?] 

Mr.  DAWES.     Is  such  a  motion  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  By  unanimous  consent 
only. 

Mr.  DAWES.    Then  I  ol^eet. 


Mr.  HOLM  AN.  Perhaps  a  later  day  would 
be  satisfactory. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  object  to  the  post- 
ponement of  the  bill,  but  to  its  being  made  a 
special  order  to  the  ezcludon  of  all  other 
orders. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  can  re- 
serve the  right  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  and  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  would  answer  all  my 
purposes,  but  it  is  a  little  selfish. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  The  proposition  is  fair 
enough. 

Mr.  DAWES.  .  Other  members  of  the 
House  might  not  complain;  but  I  do  not 
think  it  would  look  veij  well  for  me  to  insist 
upon  an  exception  in  tavor  of  my  particular 
committee. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  The  gentleman  repre- 
sents the  public  interests. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  stand  up  for  any- 
thing else. 

Mr.  COBURN.  What  Fould  be  the  effect 
of  a  proposition  of  that  kind  ?  When  would 
it  be  possible  to  get  this  bill  up  again  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  effect  would  be,  that 
whenever  the  bill  was  in  order  on  that  day,  or 
any  subsequent  day,  the  House  could  consider 
it  by  refusing  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  motion  of  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  or  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations.  The 
bill  would  be  considered  on  any  day  when  the 
naijority  of  the  House  should  desire  to  con- 
sider it. 

Mr.  COBURN.  It  would  not  then  be  in 
order,  coming  up  immediately  after  any  bill 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  or  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  that 
might  be  under  consideration  at  the  time? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  come  up  on  a 
vote  of  the  House  refusing  to  go  into  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  business  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means  or  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  will  submit  that  propo- 
sition :  that  the  further  consideration  of  this 
bill  be  postponed  two  weeks  from  to-morrow, 
made  tne  special  order  at  two  o'clock  on 
that  day  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  orders, 
excepting  business  from  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  and  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Even  if  others  would  not 
object,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  exactly  in 
good  taste 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  the 
proposition? 

lio  objection  was  made ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  ask  consent  to  have 
printed  an  amendment  which  I  desire  to  offer 
to  this  bill. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

ORDBR  OF  BU81NK88. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  not  con- 
sider the  time  taken  to  make  this  arrangement 
as  coming  out  of  the  morning  hour.  The 
morning  hour  will  now  begin  at  thirteen  min- 
utes before  one  o'clock,  and  reports  are  in 
order  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads. 

WILLIAM  GRKBN. 

Mr.  HILL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Popt 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back  House 
bill  No.  1977,  for  the  relief  of  William  Green, 
of  Knox  county,  Indiana,*  and  moved  that 
the  committee  be  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  tho 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

0BARLR8  008BY. 

Mr.  HILL  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  House  bill  No.  1972,  for  the 
benefit  of  Charles  Cosby,  compensating  him  for 
diatribttting  the  mails  at  Millerstown,  Grayson 
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eonntj,  Kentocky,  and  moved  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 
The  motion  was  i^^eed  to. 

J.  W.  CURRY. 

Mr.  HILL  also,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  the  petition  of  J.  W.  Carry,  mail 
contractor  in  1861,  for  pay  due  him,  and  moved 
that  the  committee  oe  discharged  from  its 
farther  consideration,  and  that  the  same  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ABMSR  U,  BOBB^XSON. 

Mr.  HILL  also,  from  the  same  commitltee, 
reported  back  the  petition  of  Abner  H.  Robert- 
son,  late  postmaster  at  Jennings'  Ordinary, 
ViiYiaia,  to  reimbarse  him  $180,  bein^  the 
amount  of  judgment  rendered  against  him  in 
the  United  States  coart  for  moneys  dae  the 
Post  Office  Department,  which  he  alleges  he 
paid  at  thebreaitingoatof  thowar,  and  moved 
that  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and 
Post  Roads  be  discharged  from  its  farther  con- 
sideraiion,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RANDALL  moved  to  reconsider  the 
references  to  the  Committee  of  Claims ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

WILLIABf  F.  BARKER. 

Mr.  CARROLL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back, 
with  an  amendment,  a  bill  (Q.  R.  No.  1664) 
for  the  relief  of  William  F.  Barker,  postmaster 
at  Nortbville,  Fulton  county.  New  York. 
.  The  bill,  which  was  read,  authorizes  and 
directs  the  Auditor  of  the  Treasurv  for  the 
Post  Office  Department  to  credit  William  F. 
Barker,  postmaster  at  Nortbville,  in  the  coanty 
of  Fulton,  and  State  of  New  York,  in  his  ac- 
count, with  the  sam  of  $200,  being  the  valae 
of  postage  stamps  stolen  from  the  safe  of  his 
office  by  burglars,  on  the  night  of  the  81st  day 
of  December,  1870,  without  tault  or  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  postmaster. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
t^as  read  as  follows : 

Strike  oat  "thirty-first"  in  the  ninth  line,  and 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  "thirty;"  so  that  the  olaose 
will  read  "  on  the  90(h  of  Beeember,  1870." 

The  ameodmeut  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  CARROLL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARROLL.  I  ask  that  the  report  in 
the  case  just  disposed  of  be  printed. 

TheSPEAEBR.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
it  will  be  so  ordered. 

There  was  no  objection. 

W.  n.  KIRK. 

Mr.  HILL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported,  with  the  rec- 
ommendation that  it  pass,  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2255}  for  the  relief  of  W .  H.  Kirk,  postmaster 
at  Marysville,  Tennessee ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  requires  the  proper 
acconnting  officers  of  the  Treasury  Department 
to  allow  to  \V.  H.  Kirk,  postmaster  at  Marys- 
ville, Tennessee,  a  credit  of  $110  20  on  set- 
tlement of  his  accounts  at  the  Post.  Office 
Department,  that  being  the  amount  stolen  at 
the  fire  on  the  18ih  of  February  last  from  said 
postmaster. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  soggest  that  this  bill, 
instead  of  making  the  payment  of  this  amount 
compulsory  upon  the  Department,  shoald  leave 
some  discretion  with  tha  aeoounting  officers,  so 


that  they  may  determine  whether  the  amount 
is  really  due.  The  sum,  it  is  true,  is  small ; 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  in  these  matters  we 
onght  to  leave  with  the  departmental  officers 
a  discretion  as  to  the  payment  of  such  claims. 

Mr.  HILL.  That  is  the  course  the  Depart* 
ment  always  takes  in  regard  to  these  matters. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Bot  the  bill  directs  per- 
emptorily the  payment  of  this  money. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  hope  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Rakdall]  will 
not  interpose  any  objection  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill.  The  proof  in  the  case  is  very  full, 
and  the  amount  is  small.  The  postmaster  is 
a  very  poor  man,  a  one-legged  soldier;  and 
this  sum,  small  as  it  is,  is  of  very  great  conse* 
qaence  to  him. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  do  not  wish  to  prevent 
the  payment  of  this  money  if  it  is  justly  due,  as 
I  presume  it  is;  but  I  wish  that  we  shall  estab* 
lish  the  principle  that  the  Department  in  these 
cases  shall  fix  the  sum  doe. 

Mr.  HILL.  It  appears  by  an  official  report 
that  the  number  of  stamps  charged  to  this 
postmaster  is  much  larser  than  the  amount  he 
asks  to  have  reimbursed  in  this  bill.  He  states 
that  at  the  time  uf  the  fire  everything  was  taken 
from  the  office ;  and  a  post  office  envelope  re- 
covered from  the  fire  which  was  supposed  to 
contain  stamps  proved  to  have  in  it,  when 
ezamined  next  morning,  a  deed  belonging  to 
private  parties.  The  stamps  which  had  been 
brought  out,  and  were  understood  to  be  in  this 
envelope,  were  lost  or  stolen  by  some  persons 
unknown.     The  amount  which  this  bill  pro- 

f»08es  to  pay  this  postmaster  is  considerably 
ess  than  the  amount  which,  according  to  Uie 
accounts  of  the  Department,  he  ought  to  have 
had  on  hand. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  The  gentleman  will  rec- 
ollect that  in  the  Chicago  fire  a  large  som  was 
lost.  ^  I  think  it  would  De  wise  to  provide  in 
this  bill  that  the  Department  shall  be  respon- 
sible for  fixing  the  amount  to  be  paid.  Make  it 
so  that  Confess  will  be  responsible  in  obedi- 
ence to  their  examination  to  make  an  appro 
priation  of  the  sum  of  money  found  to  be  aue. 
All  of  these  bills  absolutely  direct  that  so 
much  money  shall  be  appropriated.  If  the 
gentleman  assures  me  that  the  Department 
has  examined  this  case,  and  it  is  from  inform- 
ation received  from  the  Department  that  this 
amount  is  to  be  appropriated,  I  will  withdraw 
my  objection. 

Mr.  HILL.  The  Post  Office  Department 
has  examined  tbe  case,  and  they  have  reported 
amount  of  stamps  sent  him  since  the  1st  of 
January.  They  take  into  consideration  the 
stamps  famished  this  postmaster  and  what 
shoald  have  been  sold  per  day  as  per  average 
the  last  two  quarters.  They  find  that  this  is 
smaller  than  what  would  be  actually  on  hand. 
Mr.  RANDALL.  The  object  I  have  had  in  view 
is  partially  reached  by  this  colloquy.  It  seems 
to  me  in  all  instances  of  loss  of  stamps  or  of 
money  by  postmasters  the  primary  examina- 
tion should  be  made  by  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, and,  on  the  conclasioi^  reached  by  the 
officers  of  the  Post  Office  Departmeot,  Con- 
gress only  should  be  asked  to  make  an  appro- 
priation. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  with- 
draw his  objection.  This  is  a  very  poor  man, 
a  disabled  soldier,  with  loss  of  a  leg,  who 
writes  that  unless  this  appropriation  be  made 
he  will  be  compelled  to  sell  his  property. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HILL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  6nd  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  bo  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  Was  agreed  to. 

POSTAL  CAADS. 

Mr.  HILL,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,. also  reported  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  2266)  authori^ihg  the  Post- 


master General  to  issue  one-cent  correspowi 
ence  or  post  cards  for  transmissioD  ia  tbe  Uti 
ted  States  mails;  which  was  read  a  fint  uc 
second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  proTides  to  ikt 
first  section  that  to  facilitate  correipoDdence, 
to  provide  for  the  transmission  ii^  th«  mtl^ 
of  messages  or  other  short  commooieatiocr 
at  a  reduced  rate  of  postage,  tbe  PoBta:ts.e: 
General  shall  be  authorized  and  dincted : 
furnish  to  the  public  at  a  cost  of  one  cen* 
each,  ioclading  postage,  open  corre^pondriM 
or  post  cards  manufactured  of  good  fttlFpape:. 
with  postal  stamps  embossed  or  iirpreued 
thereon,  of  such  form  and  size,  not  excetd- 
ing  three  and  a  half  inches  by  tix  and  ahilf 
inches,  as  he  shall  deem  best  adapted  for 
general  use,  which  cards  shall  be  Q4d  node 
regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Poftmasc 
General ;  provided,  however,  that  the  n'v 
and  regulations  shall  prescribe  that  the  on 
of  said  cards  shall  be  used  by  correspoRdc's 
exclusively  for  the  insertion  of  the  addms. 
and  that  all  communications  Id  wriiiog  or ic 
print  must  be  written  or  printed  on  the  rtrene 
side. 

The  second  section  provides  that  no  obsct'K, 
vulgar  or  scurrilous  matter,  epithets  or  device! 
shall  be  written,  printed,  or  eDgraTedopooicj 
postal  card  or  envelope,  or  be  admitted  into  c: 
carried  in  the  mails,  and  any  person  who  sbt. 
knowingly  deposit  or  canse  to  be  deposited  to: 
mailing  or  delivering,  any  postal  card  or  en- 
velope upon  which  any  obscene,  ralgar,  illd^ 
cent,  or  scurrilous  matter  or  derice  shall  btn 
been  written,  printed,  or  engraved,  sfasli  be 
deemed  gailty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  ooec: 
victioo  thereof,  shall,  for  every  sach  oifiose. 
be  fined  not  more  than  $100,  or  iopriswei 
not  more  than  one  year,  or  both,  at  the  ^ii 
cretion  of  the  court. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  understood  there  tv 
to  be  a  section  in  this  bill  authorixm;  the» 
poiutment  of  a  commission  to  deterioine  *' 
quality  of  the  cards  to  be  printed,  and  tb;:  is 
every  instance  the  Postmaster  General  sho:.: 
only  purchase  these  cards  by  coutract  ifr 
receiving  proposals,  the  contract  to  be  ;i^' 
to  the  lowest  bidder  under  the  deeisioD  of 
commission. 

Mr.  HILL.  This  is  a  unanimoos report  bs 
the  committee. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  wa4  not  present  in  ths 
committee,  perhaps,  when  this  was  acted  x 
filially. 

Mr.  CARROLL.  There  is  a  general >» 
providing  that  these  contracts  shall  be  {ifu 
to  the  lowest  bidder. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  There  ought  to  be  spR^ 
vision  attached  to  this  bill  proridiog  iom 
commission,  and  giving  the  contract  to  iti 
lowest  bidder.  .„ . 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachnsetU.   ItmSw 

no  harm  to  add  it  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  As  the  gcnUeoen  fco= 
Massachusetts  very  well  says,  ic  will  do  do  bus 
to  make  the  provision  in  this  bill  «*«  J^ 
proposing  to   establish  a  new  law,  and  i^ 

Erovision  of  giving  the  contract  to  tbe  w»w 
idder  ought  not  to  be  omitted. 
Mr.  HILL.     Mr.  Speaker,  it  will  be  renj* 
bered  that  when  ih6  postal  code  bill  was  w^*^ 
the  House   last  winter  I  ofltred  an  i«f «; 


ment  authorisittg  the  PnsUnaSter  Generil  t- 
issue  one^cent  correspondence  or  post  ctrsj 
which  was  rejected  at  the  time  on  ^[^j^ 
that  it  was  a  new  reform,  and  time  thosfd J 
given  for  careful  consideration  of  the  ?•" , " 
Afterward  1  introduced  a  bUl  which  M  ^ 
be  acted  upon.  On  theOih  of  I>««"'^/'S 
I  introduced  another  bill,  iH»idi  was  r«fer^ 
to  the  Committee  on  th*  Post  Office  and  r« 
Roads,  and  after  careful  considerauon.  ^. 
some  few  amendments,  the  conamittec  o^^ '^ 
mously  recomm«^nded  the  bill  to  be  rej^r 
to  the  Hot»e.  Tbe  objections  msde !««« '^^ 
ter  against  the  post  cards  the  cominittee '" 
are  remedied  in  this  bill.  ITte  United  btt':^ 
Gotemment  is  behind,  and  mows  too  Ho* 
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regard  to  postal  reform,  and  in  gifing  new 
facilities  to  the  circalation  of  correspondeoce 
and  accommodation  to  the  PJBOpla  through  the 
Post  Office  Department  The  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  this  postal  reform,  I  believe, 
will  be  very  great,  increase  and  extend  cor- 
respondence, and  also  increase  the  revenue  of 
the  Post  Office  Department. 

The  corresnondence,  or  post  card,  is  an  open 
card  of  gooa  stiff  paper,  of  convenient  size, 
to  be  sold  at  one  cent  each,  or  one  dollar  per 
hundred.  One  side  is  used  for  the  address, 
and  on  the  other  to  be  written  such  news  or 
communication  as  one  may  wish  to  send.  Here 
are  some  specimens  such  as  are  used  in  Eng- 
land and  Germany  at  the  present  time.  These 
post  cards  have  been  in  use  in  England  about 
eighteen  months.  I  have  seen  it  stated  that 
during  the  first  quarter  of  the  employment  of 
these  postal  cards  there  were  more  than  fifty- 
eight  millions  of  them  sold  in  England,  and 
that  for  the  year  the  number  would  exceed  one 
liandrcd  millioaa. 

It  may  be  said  by  some  that  the  use  of  the 
postal  caril  will  diminish  the  number  of  let- 
ters through  the  mails,  and  thereby  decrease 
the  revenue.  In  England  the  namber  of  let- 
ters has  increased.  From  the  official  figures 
obtained  from  one  of  the  Blue  Books  pub- 
lished by  tUe  English  Government,  and  it  is 
said  pubmbed  with  great  care  and  correctness, 
it  ia  ascertained  that — 

*'  In  ths  Isst  week  of  Mavoh.  18T0,  when  the  postal 
OArd  did  not  exist,  the  nuiaber  of  letters  sent  waa 
16,834.005:  tor  the  Ust  week  of  March,  187L  when 
the  postal  card  had  been  In  use  six  mootns,  the 
nnoBber  of  letters  was  17.187.840.  while  in  addition 
1,458,.395  postal  cards  were  added  t«  the  oirealaiion, 
and  instead  of  being  diminished  the  reoeiptii  of  tho 
treasury  were  increased. ' 

And  it  is  stated  a  similar  result  Ibllows 
wherever  they  are  in  use. 

Germany  adopted  th^  correspondence  card 
in  1870.  It  went  into  operation  July  l,  1870, 
and  has  rapidly  become  very  popular  and 
greatly  used. 

These  new  facilities,  which  give  circula- 
tion of  correspondence,  tend  greaily  to  trans- 
mit knowledge    and  intelligence  throughout 
the  country;   for  the  cheaper  we  can  make 
poetaee  to  the  masaes,  the  greater,  more  ex- 
teodeu,  and  more  frequent  will  be  communi- 
cation and   the  multiplication  of  exchanges, 
one  with  the  other.    The  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment is  a  public  service,  and  comes  nearer 
to   the  people  thai^  any  other  branch  of  the 
Government;   aud,   Mr.   Speaker,  1  hold   it 
our  duty  to  render  every  convenience,  accom- 
modation, ao(}  advantage  possible  to  the  peo- 
ple of  our  great  country.    I  believe,  sir,  if  we 
were  at  puce  to  make  one  bold  move,  adopt 
'*peuQy*'  postage  on  all  letters  under  half- 
ouace  weJgbt,  and  reduction  on  all  printed 
matter  in  proportion,  our  revenue  would  be 
increased  rathe?  than  diminished,  for  the  in- 
crease of  corresgoi^dence  and  mailable  matter 
tbroagh  the  mailq  would,  in  my  opinion,  be 
so  iocreiv^d  ^  to  make  up  the  diflference. 

Instead  of  seeking  to  make  the  Post  Office 
Department  a  source  of  material  profit,  we 
should  constantly  have  in  view  tae  ereat 
oattonal  profit,  the  increase  of  all  the  relations 
^r  society.     In  the  language  of  another — 

**  It  is  the  real  aoqial  force,  and  if  yoi^  would  oom- 
>at  tho  perils  wnloh  insane  dootrines  endeavor  to 
-aise.  evoke  for  the  proit  of  society  the  force  j^r 
ijeomdtamrt;  evoke  the  benefits  which  it  dispenses  to 
til  the  world.  In  the  number  of  these  beaefiis  is 
ouod  the  facing  of  relations  and  oorrespondenoe ; 
l»e  maltipUoation  of  exchnnKes;  the  increase  of 
»rw<i notions  and  riohes  whiok  are  allied  witk  ic" 

I  ABi  satisfied  the  adoption  of  the  one^oent 
totrt  card  by  our  Oov^rnment  will  meet  the 
learty  approval  of  the  people,  and  will  be 

matter  of  advantage  aud  accommodation 
reattly  needed.  Several  articles  have  been 
roa^lit  to  my  notice  showing  the  &vor  in 
riiich  the  post  card  is  held  where  they  are  in 
se  ;  and  1  take  the  liberty  of  quoting  the 
9 Homing  extract  from  a  letter  of  a  gentleman 
-A voling  in  Canada.    He  says : 

a  matter  of  prsMiit  tettrsf  t  to  the  United 
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States,  I  propose  to  give  a  few  partionlars  as  to  the 
working  of  the  system  here. 

** Canada  Pott  Oirti*.— The  card  issued  by  the  Cana- 
dian Government  is  four  and  a  half  inches  long  by 
three  inches  wide, and  in  thickness  is  bat  little  more 
sahstantial  than  heavy  letter-paper.  On  its  faoe  are 
the  words,  *  Canada  postcard,'  a  fac  timiU  of  a  one- 
oent  stamp,  and.  'The  address  only  to  be  written 
on  this  side.'  Below  are  three  lines  npon  which  to 
write  the  direction,  and  that  is  all.  The  reverse  of 
the  card  is  perfectly  blank,  and  npon  this  may  easily 
be  written  legibly  from  twelve  to  eighteen  lines  of 
correspondence.  The  card,  indeed,  is  an  exaot  oopy 
of  those  issued  by  the  English  Government,  and  now 
so  extensively  in  use  in  Great  Britain:  and  there- 
fore, if  the  praise  for  originating  is  to  be  rendered  to 
any  eonntry,  it  is  further  off  than  Canada  to  where 
the  United  States  must  remit  it. 

**  Although  not  many  months  in  operation  the 
cards  are  general  ftivorites  here.  Merchants  bny 
them  by  the  thousands,  and  having  bad  their  oards, 
eironlars,  or  prospeetases  printed  on  the  bank,  seat- 
ter  them  broadcast.  Hitherto  they  had  to  bny  en- 
velopes, stamps,  and  paper,  and  pay  besides  for 
folding  the  oircnlar  and  plasiag  the  stamps  on  the 
envelopes,  at  a  total  oost  per  circular  of  fully  three 
cents.  Now  it  is  but  one  cent.  As  a  consequence  it 
is  safe  to  estimate  that  the  transmission  of  oirenlars 
by  the  mails  has  increased  over  five  hundred  per 
cent.;  such,  at  least,  is  the  estimate  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  and  I  believe  these  figures  to  be 
below  the  mark.  Besides  merchants,  every  con* 
oeivable  sort  of  business  is  benefited  by  these  cards. 
Schools  send  out  their  circulars  thereon,  newspapers 
their  prospeotns es  for  coming  volamos;  book  pub- 
lishers also  do  tho  same;  rauroad  companies  send 
their  time-tables :  an'l  in  almost  innumerable  num- 
bers is  the  printed  oircnlar  on  the  postal  card  sent 
forth  by  business  firms.  As  such  there  ean.be  no 
manner  of  doubt  of  their  being  an  immense  success. 

"A«  a  Letter  Medium.^ln  the  ordinary  rnn  of  cor- 
respondence only  about  one  letter  in  ten  is  neces- 
sarily private,  or  such  that  it  may  not  be  seen  by 
strangers.  The  card  proves  itself  an  invaluable  aid 
to  correspondence.  A  pencil  has  been  introduced, 
the  writing  of  which  is  almost  indelible.  With  a 
dosen  cards  in  bis  coat  pocket,  the  bulk  of  whioh  is 
not  equal  to  two  letters,  the  traveler  by  rail  is  enabled 
to  report  his  doings  as  he  goes  along,  and  at  each 
station  a  post  office  box  awaits  hv  missive,  besides 
the  mail  messengers  on  many  of  the  trains.  With 
these  conveniences  of  correspondence  the  mail  mat- 
ter of  the  Canadas  has  increased  nearly  five  hundred 
fold.  A  little  village  post  offioe  I  lately  visited  re* 
oeived  before  the  time  of  post  curds  some  thirty  let- 
ters a  day ;  now  it  averages  nearly  one  hundred  and 
fifty  eards.  As  regards  seore^  in  large  oities.  the 
reading  of  the  postal  o«fds  by  the  poet  offioe  elerks 
is  an  impossibility,  and  even  in  the  smaller  omoes 
the  postmaster  is  not  willing' to  wade  through  flft^ 
or  sixty  doenmenta,  all  of  themambigooosiy  oonehed, 
to  glean  literally  nothing." 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  deem  it  nnnecegsary  to  say 
anything  more  to  convince  the  members  of 
this  House  of  the  importance  and  advantage 
of  this  post  card.  1  trust  all  are  prepared  to 
give  their  support  to  the  bill,  and  that  it  will 
receive  the  unanimoos  vote  of  the  House,  and 
thns  another  advance  and  reform  be  inaugu- 
rated in  our  postal  affairs,  and  prove  to  be  the 
fMoneer  to  **  penny ''  postage  for  the  forty  mil- 
ion  people  who  live  in  this  favored  land. 

1  hold  in  my  hand  several  of  these  post 
cards  issued  in  Germany  and  in  England.  I 
hope  there  will  be  no  objection  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  submit  this  as  an  addi- 
tional section. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  in  every  instance  the  Poslmaster  General 
•hall  advertise  for  proposals  far  the  fomiahiog  of 
said  postal  cards,  as  in  other  eontraota,  and  la  every 
case  the  lowest  bid  .shall  be  accepted;  the  quality 
and  style  of  said  oards  being  first  determined  by  a 
board  of  three  experts,  to  be  seleeted  by  the  Post- 
master General,  one  from  the  Tressury  Department, 
employed  in  the  Bngraving  Bureau,  the  other  two 
to  be  appointed  outside  of  the  Department,  and  to  be 
experts  in  engraving;  and  neither  of  the  membeia 
of  the  said  board  to  be  interested  in  the  contr<M>lfor 
furnishing  said  oards,  or  other  contract  in  the  Post 
Office  Department. 

MORSK  CELBBRATION. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  as  the  ifiemberiq 
of  the  special  committee  appointed  to  make 
arrangements  for  the  Morse  celebration,  Mt. 
Ellis  H.  Uobekts  of  Nqw  York,  Mr.  FiulNK 
W.  pAiiMgR  of  Xowa,  and  Mr.  Frakcis  E. 
Sjm^BSR  of  North  Carqlinar 

POSTAL  OARWI. 

The  House  resomed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  in  relation  to  the  introdncuon  of 
postal  cards. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Qarfield.] 

Mr.  GABFIELD,  of  Ohio.  It  will  be  re- 
membered by  some  gentlemen  heve  that  a  year 


ago,  when  this  bill  or  a  similar  bill  was  pend- 
ing, 1  raised  an  objection  to  it  at  that  time  on 
account  of  what  seemed  to  me  a  danger  to 
which  the  postal- card  system  would  be  liable. 
I  pointed  out  that  the  use  of  an  open  card 
like  this  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  which  is 
the  Canada  postal  card,  would  afford  an  oppor- 
tunity  for  libelous  adaresses.  it  seemea  to 
me  that  the  system  was  open  to  that  objec- 
tion in  a  very  serious  way.  If  any  man 
wanted  to  libel  or  injure  his  neij^hbor,  all  he 
had  to  do  was  to  write  some  libelous  letter 
addressed  to  him  on  a  post  card,  which  would 
pass  through  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  of  the  carriers,  of  the 
route  agents,  of  the  postmasters,  and  would 
pass  into  the  hands  ot  servants  in  the  family, 
and  thus  be  a  Tehicle  of  very  great  injury  to 
the  person  to  whom  it  was  addressed. 

Since  I  submitted  those  remarks,  I  have 
from  time  to  time  received  a  ereat  many 
marked  newspapers,  foreign  and  domestic, 
calling  my  attention  to  facts  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  proving  that  the  suggestion  whioh 
I  then  made  had  fiicts  to  support  it.  i  eon' 
ferred  with  the  gentleman  who  has  eharge  of 
this  bill,  and  inquired  what  means  he  had 
taken  to  prevent  that  sort  of  thiug.  I  have 
abo,  since  I  made  those  remarks  last  yesur, 
bad  sent  to  me  a  number  of  proposed  inven- 
tions. Here  is  one  of  them,  where  ih«ve  are 
two  side  flaps,  and  an  upper  flap,  whieh  folds 
down  oyer  one  side  of  the  card,  and  on  whieh 
the  address  may  be  written,  while  the  side  of 
the  card  so  covered  is  reserved  (or  the  cor- 
respondence, which  cannot  be  written  until  the 
flap  is  opened. 

Sir.  FINKELNBURQ.  Could  a  sheet  of 
note  paper  be  inserted? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  thiak  not. 
These  flaps  would  be  simply  folded  and 
gummed  at  the  edges.  •  I  think  the  committee 
ought  to  consider  whether  the  po6tal«card 
system  should  not  be  so  extended  as  to  hav«  a 
folded  card  fastened  at  the  edges,  whieh  could 
not  by  anj  possibility  contain  more  than  wbat- 
ever  writing  you  could  put  on  one  side  of  a 
paper  like  this  one  folded. 

Mr.  8ARQENT.  Are  the  styles  of  card 
which  the  gentleman  holds  in  his  hands  pat- 
ented? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Some  of  them 
are  patented  aud  some  are  not.  That  which 
1  now  show  to  the  House  is  the  eard  which  has 
been  adopted  in  Germany,  and  one  of  the 
printed  instructions  on  the  ootetde,  designed  to 
afford  protection  against  libelous  writing,  is  as 
follows,  as  it  has  been  translated  for  me  by  my 
friend  from  Missouri,  [Mr  Fikiblnrmm:} 

**A  oommnnication  evidently  designed  to  be  Kbel> 
ens,  or  otSerwiee  in  vioUtioa  of  law«  qr  atainst 
good  morals,  will  not  be  forwarded,  an4  HlM  he 
treated  as  a  dead  letter." 

Now,  I  believe  that|  fbllowiag  tha  liiia  of 
that  suggestion,  the  geatieo^an  from  N%w  Jer- 
sey [Mr.  HiLLj  has  a  daasa  ixf  his  bill  vlych 
tries  to  throw  a  similar  protection  aroand  the 
postal  card  uqw  proposed  to  b^  iqauiguiiited. 
1  do  not  desire  to  oppose  the  bill,  becaiit^a  I 
am  greatly  in  favor  of  a  postal-card  ^t^m. 
I  uke  this  occasion  tA  espresa  opj  f<^ar  thi|i  in 
a  country  like  this,  ^bera  Qar  Ifbei  U^  ai9 
worth  but  little  for  nuryoiM  of  pejsou^  pro- 
tection, we  might  nnd  growing  Qut  of  theo 
postal  cards  a  qeriqs  Ql  tr^abieSi.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  character  of  our  publig  life, 
every  man  in  whiQh  mar  be  said  to  stand  in  a 
piUory  every  day,  I  talce  qocaaiou^  1  %iy.  to 
express  the  fear  that  the  gentleman  Quy  (nd 
these  postal  cards  coming  back  upon  him  tike 
barbed  arrows,  kom  anybody  who  m%y  wigh  to 
shoot  at  him. 

MK88AOS  PBOX  TMM  8Blf AY*. 

A  message  from  th^  Senate,  b^  Mr.  Sncr* 
sov,  one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  a  resolution  for  the  printing 
of  eight  thousand  Ave  hundred  copies  of  the 
report  and  the  testimony  taken  before  the  Sen- 
ate Committee  of  loTssttgation  and  Retrench- 
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ment  in  regard  to  alleged  abases  in  the  New 
York  custom-hoase ;  in  which  he  was  directed 
to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  Hoase. 

Also,  that  the  Senate  had  passed  without 
amendment  bills  of  the  Hoase  of  the  following 
titles  * 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2081)  for  the  relief  of 
Peck,  Van  Horn  &  Co. ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1700)  for  the  relief  of 
Battelie  &  Evans; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1646)  for  the  relief  of 
George  H.  Rupp; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1288)  for  the  relief  of 
Siuman  S.  Bailey,  collector  of  internal  revenae 
for  the  third  district  of  Michigan ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  628)  for  the  relief  of 
Augustus  Bacon:  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  101)  for  the  relief  of  F. 
B.  Brajrton. 

The  message  farther  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  House  of  the 
following  titles,  with  amendments ;  in  which  he 
was  directed  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the 
House : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2042)  for  the  relief  of 
Fannie  M.  Jackson,  of  Tennessee  ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  112)  for  the  relief  of  G. 
8.  Baker,  of  Marvville,  MisBoari,  for  the  reissue 
of  a  certain  bond ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1149)  to  authorize  the 
commissioners  of  claims  to  appoint  special 
commissioners  to  take  testimony,  and  for 
other  purposes ; 

A  bill  JH.  R.  No.  1948)  for  the  relief  of 
Robert  Williams,  jr.,  collector  of  the  third 
district  of  Ohio ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  878)  for  the  relief  of 
settlers  on  the  Osage  lands  in  the  State  of 
Kansas;  and 

A  bill(H.  R.  Na.  1980)  relating  to  proposals 
and  contracts  for  transportation  of  the  mails, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles ; 
in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House : 

A  biU  (S.  No.  168)  for  the  reUef  of  Mrs. 
Mary  L.  House  Russell; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  789)  for  the  relief  of  Sarah 
A>  Ward  • 

A  bill  (3.  No.  797)  for  the  relief  of  WillUm 
Henrr  Otis ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  169)  conferring  upon  the 
Court  of  Claims  the  power  to  hear  and  determ- 
ine the  claim  of  J.  W.  Parish  k  Co.  for  dam- 
ages for  the  alleged  violation  of  their  con- 
tract with  the  United  States  for  the  delivery 
of  ice: 

A  bill  (8.  No.  197)  for  tfie  relief  of  the  widow 
of  D.  Jay  Brown,  deceased; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  106)  for  the  relief  of  J.  Mil- 
ton Best; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  841)  for  the  relief  of  James 
A.  Wavmire,  late  a  second  lieutenant  of  com- 
pany M,  first  cavalry  United  States  Army ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  200)  for  the  relief  of  William 
H.  Colledge ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  199)  for  the  relief  of  L.  Mer- 
chant k  Co. ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  96)  for  the  relief  Minerva 
Lewis,  as  administratrix  of  the  estate  of 
Ezekiel  Lewis,  deceased; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  196)  for  the  relief  of  the  own- 
ers of  the  bark  A  1 ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  896)  for  the  relief  Milo  Pratt ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  929)  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
Lowry,  of  Nashville,  Tennessee*; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  201)  for  the  relief  of  Phoebe 
Hepburn ;  -  * 

A  bill  (S.  No.  260)  for  the  relief  of  loyal 
citizens  of  Loudoun  county,  Virginia,  therein 
named ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  860)  providing  for  the  pay- 
'    ment  of  loyal  citizens  of  Loadoun  county,  Yir- 

finia,  therein  named,  for  theirproperty  taken 
y  military  authorities  of  the  United  States ; 
A  bill  (S.  No.  692)  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
M.  Redd; 
A  biU  (S.  No.  161)  for  the  reUef  of  those 


suffering  from  the  destruction  of  the  salt-works 
near  Manchester,  Kentucky,  pursuant  to  the 
orders  of  M%jor  General  Carlos  Buell ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  69)  authorizing  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  settle  and  pay  the  accounts 
of  Colonel  James  F.  Jaques ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  96)  for  the  relief  of  Cowan 
k  Dickinson ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  687)  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
and  Henry  W.  Spencer ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  608)  for  the  relief  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Express  Company ; 

A  biU  (S.  No.  760)  for  the  relief  of  Beverly 
.  M.  Botts,  Rosalie  S.  Lewis,  Isabella  McLean 
Lewis,  and  Marv  Minor  Hozsey,  children  and 
heirs-at-law  of  John  M.  Botts,  deceased ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  878)  for  the  relief  of  Francis 
A.  Gibbons;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  696)  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  across  the  Missouri  river 
at  Boonville,  Missouri. 

POSTAL  GARD8. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  authorizing  the  use  of  one- cent  postal 
cards. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  a  few 
moments  more.  I  do  not  think  we  ought  to 
say  that  this  postal  card  shall  be  an  absolutelv 
open  card.  I  think  it  would  at  least  be  well 
for  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads  to  allow  an  amendment  to  be  offered 
so  that  Uie  Postmaster  General  may,  in  his 
discretion,  or  perhaps  that  he  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  so  construct  this  postal  card  that 
there  may  be  a  flap  or  cover  to  it,  or  else  to 
provide  a  card  to  be  folded  and  gummed  at 
the  edges.  I  w.ould  leave  it  to  the  disciletion 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  adopt  the  one 
or  the  other  form;  or  if  we  are  to  fix  the 
form,  I  think  that  perhaps  we  had  better 
adopt  the  one  with  the  flap. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  have  no  objection  to  leaving 
it  to  the  discretion  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  think  that 
we  will  find  that  our  laws  of  libel  in  this  coun- 
try do  not  give  us  anything  like  the  personal 
protection  that  the  laws  of  European  countries 
give  their  citizens.  And  quite  akely  a  postal 
card  that  may  be  used  with  success  and  with- 
out serious  difficulty  there  would  not  meet  with 
the  same  success  here. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Allow  me  to  suggest  in 
that  connection  that  while  the  cover  or  flap, 
or  whatever  you  may  term  it,  might  conceal 
libelous  matter,  it  would  also  make  the  postal 
card  more  valuable  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  GARFIELD.  I  think  that  kind  of  card 
would  be  used  twice  as  much  as  the  other. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetto.  I  have 
seen  this  postal  card  with  a  flap,  which  I  sup- 
pose is  patented,  and  as  a  matter  of  conven- 
ience I  have  bought  them  and  used  them 
myself,  although  I  have  that  ver^  glorions 
privilege  known  as  the  franking  privilege.  I 
should  be  very  much  in  favor  of  a  postal  card 
patterned  like  this  for  ordinary  business  use. 
If  the  manufacturers  cannot  afford  to  sell  them 
as  cheaply  as  the  people  would  like  to  have 
them,  then  they  will  not  buy  them.  Let  them 
be  sent  through  the  post  office  for  one-cent 
postage,  and  for  ordinary  messages  among  the 
people,  messages  of  health,  of  requests,  and 
for  almost  all  Sie  ordinary  purposes  of  letters, 
those  closed  cards  would  be  used,  and  it  would 
be  as  impossible  to  send  scurrilous  messages 
in  them  as  it  would  be  in  ordinary  letters. 
And  besides,  the  message  would  be  protected 
by  the  cover  from  being  soiled,  and  it  would 
have  another  advantage,  which  one  does  not 
now  get  under  tJie  envelope  system ;  you  would 
alwavs  have  a  postage  stamp  on  the  letter 
itself,  showing  the  date  of  its  mailing,  which 
is  frequently  a  great  convenience.  I  hope  this 
bill  will  be  so  framed  as  to  allow  the  Postmas- 
ter General — perhaps  it  would  be  well  to  com- 
pel him — to  allow  the  people  to  use  these  flap 
cards  for  letters,  at  one-cent  postage.  I  may 
say  that  they  cost  but  twen^-five  cents  per 


thousand,  for  I  have  bought  them  for  my  o.i 
use. 

Mr.  HILL.  The  objection  is  that  if  joQ!L<. 
a  flap  card  and  seal'  it,  you  make  it  an  eoTe^. 
letter  at  once. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachoaetts.  Tht^ y,-.. 
pie  will  not  use  them  if  they  do  not  like  tikes 
you  may  be  sure  of  that 

Mr.  TYNER.  The  various  SQgge>::: 
which  have  been  made  by  the  gentleman  iu. 
Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  and  the  geDtleman  fr^ 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bdtlbb]  were  coosidt-v 
by  the  committee  when  the  bill  was  pecij: 
before  them.  The  committee  came  gii&l 
mottsly  to  the  conclusion  that  the  bet;er  !»tj.: 
of  postal  card  for  public  use  was  the  opir. 
card.  The  principal  objection  bo  the  propQ^ 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  is  m^'ia 
under  existing  laws  the  postage  on  drop•lft;e^ 
in  cities  where  letter-carriers  are  emplojeii  i- 
two  cents  each.  Now,  if  these  postal  c&rdi 
be  ordered  with  flaps,  so  as  to  be  sabitituie^: 
for  envelope  letters,  the  resoli  will  be  tk 
that  kind  of  correspondence  will  be  espicitc 
in  those  cities,  thus  cutting  down  to  thatex^r 
the  revenues  of  the  Post  0£Bce  Departmeoi 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Will  the  geDtlemaaiftu 
what  amount  of  revenue  the  Post  Office  h? 
partment  would  thus  be  deprived  of? 

Mr.  TYNER.  I  am  unable  to  say,  for. 
have  not  the  data  upon  the  subject  now  Me» 
me.  But  I  do  know  that  if  you  aabstimietiiex 
postal  cards  with  flaps  to  be  sealed,  t» 
resalt  will  be  that  you  will  entirely  cat  of  tb 
revenue  from  drop-letters  io  cities  where  ir 
ter-carriers  are  employed.  The  comoii^ 
believe  that  the  open  card  is  decidedljpr^er 
able.  Its  advantages  might  beeoomentd 
if  I  were  disposed  to  take  up  the  time  of  i^* 
House  in  doing  so.  Let  me  present  oulj  oi.* 
of  those  advantages.  A  person  msj  or 
these  postal  cards  about  in  nis  pocket,  &»ix 
the  street,  in  the  street  cars,  or  aayvbere  a*' 
where  a  thought  may  happen  to  strike  b>^ 
which  he  wishes  to  communicate  to  tarn- 
person  within  the  limits  of  the  delivery  of  its 
city;  he  may  take  out  his  pencil,  write ^ 
communication  on  the  card,  and  drop  it  w- 
the  first  letter-box  that  he  comes  to.  T^' 
sulvantage  of  this  must  be  obvious  at  osce'.^ 
every  gentleman  who  will  give  the  oatter  i 
moment's  reflection. 

As  to  the  point  made  by  the  gentleman  rvs 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Garpibld,]  that  theae  postal  carf 
will  be  used  as  a  medium  forretailiugelanderf 
I  desire  to  say  that  the  objecuoo,  in  oj 
opinion,  amounts  to  nothing.  W^hy,  sir,  acd^ 
our  present  laws  any  man  may  write  a  f\m« 
upon  the  back  of  an  envelope  and  depos^i  "■ 
in  the  post  office.  It  has  been  done  tioeia^ 
again.  But  the  law  in  such  a  casestepj^; 
and  protects  the  party  intended  to  be  resfli* 
by  the  slander;  it  provides  that  aoeBTe^^f^ 
so  written  upon  shall  not  be  delivered. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration  makes  ts< 
same  provision.  If  any  man  is  so  w-.  ^ 
honor  as  to  attempt  to  slander  another,  aoi. 
shall  use  one  of  these  postal  cards  as  s  oeazj 
of  doing  so,  this  bill  provides  that  thecal 
shall  not  be  delivered.  Therefore,  the  «^ 
party  who  will  see  the  slander  is  the  po«o°« 
clerk ;  and  he  has  the  same  chance  o'  "*'^> 
such  slanders  now.     In  my  judgment  ibff* 

nothine  in  that  objection.  ^,  ^ 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Ohj* 

there  is.  . ., 

Mr.  TYNER.    There  are  so  few  pe»ofc  ^ 
be  found  in  this  country  who  will  rew" 
means  of  this  kind  to  slander  others  tW'^. 
objection  ought  not  to  be  considered  «8»\^ 
countervailing  the  great  objects  to  be »«« 
plished  by  the  bill.  (^ 

Mr.  HILL.     I  yield  to  the  gentlemso  feoc 

New  York,  [Mr.  Pottbr.]  ,  .  .^ ., 

Mr.  POTTER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  dea^^^^ 
offer  an  amendment  which  will  o»''*\*  ^ 
objection  taken  to  this  bUl  by  the  genU^*^ 
from  Ohio,  [Mr.  GutPWLD.]  Mjaoeods^^ 
proposes  to  add  at  the  end  of  8ectJ<»  <»« 
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words  ^*  which  reyene  shall  be  provided  with 
a  flup  or  cover  over  the  messaia^e,  as  the  Post- 
master General  shall  prescribe/' 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachasetU.  That  is 
right. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  ezperi- 
zneiit  in  the  use  of  these  cards,  we  have  been 
told,  has  been  successfully  tried  in  England, 
Germany,  and  perhaps  other  European  coun- 
tries. 1  do  not,  however,  myself  expect  that 
in  a  country  whose  population  is  relativelv'so 
sparse  as  ours  the  advantageous  results  of  the 
system  will  be  felt  in  the  same  degree  as  they 
have  been  experienced  abroad.  Whatever 
addition  to  the  number  of  communications 
sect  by  mail  shall  arise  under  this  plan  must, 
except  so  far  as  they  arise  from  reduced  post- 
age, arise  from  the  convenience  which  this 
postal  card  will  furnish  to  correspondents. 
The  mere  fact  that  the  cards  are  open  cannot 
make  them  more  desirable  to  writers,  except 
when  used  for  purposes  of  abuse.  I  think  that 
the  fiATd  system  will  very  largely  increase  the 
amountofcorrespondence ;  but  I  doubt  whether 
it  will  so  much  increase  it  as  to  compensate  for 
the  loss  of  revenue  from  reducing  two-cent 
and  three  cent  postages  to  one  cent.  But  if 
not,  I  still  think  one  cent  is  enough  for  all  drop- 
letter  postage  in  cities,  and  that  it  would  be 
wise  to  provide  for  such  a  reduction  in  postage 
as  that.  Beyond  that,  however,  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  introduction  of  these  cards,  because  1 
believe  they  will  increase  that  description  of 
correspondence. 

^ut  I  am  firmly  convinced  that  the  card 
itself  ought  to  be  covered.  I  understand  it 
has  been  found  in  countries  which  have 
already  adopted  this  system  that  these  cards 
have  to  some  extent  been  made  the  vehicles 
of  abuse  and  spite  wherever  persons  have  been 
invited  by  such  authority  of  law  to  write  upon 
the  reverse  side  ofthese  cards  without  a  cover. 

The  objection  taken  by  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Ttnbb]  to  my  amendment  is 
that  persons  may  slip  under  the  cover  proposed 
lo  the  card  some  sort  of  other  writing,  and 
thus  a  letter  will  be  formed  which  will  be 
delivered  at  one-cent  postage  instead  of  two. 
Now,  sir,  I  conceive  that  the  use  of  these 
cards  would  be  to  a  large  extent  confined  to 
our  lar^e  cities;  and  I  repeat  that  for  city 
circulation  one-cent  postage  upon  letters  is 
enough.  I  believe  such  a  rate  would  insure 
nltimately  as  good  returns  to  the  Department 
and  better  convenience  for  the  public  than  the 
present  rate.  I  think  also  that  these  jiostal 
cards,  furnishing  such  a  special  convenience 
for  correspondence  to  the  public  as  they 
would,  would  tend  to  swell  the  revenue  of 
the  Government  from  his  source. 

Nor  do  I  believe  this  card  with  the  flap  to 
it  would  be  followed  by  any  successful  attempt 
to  introduce  into  it  long  letters*  Any  viola- 
tion of  the  law  in  that  respect  could  be 
readily  detected  and  prevented,  just  as  vio- 
lations of  the  present  postal  system  are  now 
detected  and  punished. 

The  truth  obviously  is  that  the  postal  card, 
whatever  advantages  it  may  have,  or  conven- 
ience it  may  a£ford,  will  equally  have  them 
whether  the  message  is  covered  or  not.  Pub- 
licity can  add  no  proper  value  to  this  card;  on 
the  contrary  may  invite  abuses  which  will  pre- 
vent the  system  being  successful. 

I  am  convinced  the  amendment  I  have  sug- 
gested, which  accords  with  the  views  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  will 
relieve  thi^  measure  of  the  difficulties  which 
so  many  of  us  think  it  will  otherwise  lead  to. 

Mr.  FINEELNBURG.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
hope  the  bill  if  it  passes  at  all  will  pass  in  the 
shape  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads.  At  any  rate,  if 
an  amendment  of  the  kind  offered  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Potter]  is  to  be 
adopted,  I  trust  it  will  not  be  compulsory,  as 
his  amendment  makes  iL  Let  us  have  the 
optioo  of  iotrodociiig  a  simple  flap  or  an  open 
ppfitnl  cwd* 


I  do  not  think  on  account  of  the  sensitive 
fear  of  libels  or  slanders  we  ought  to  stop  a 
great  improvement.  This  proposed  postal- 
card  system  saves  time  and  labor,  and  that  is 
everything  nowadays.  I  consider  it  a  valuable 
improvement.  We  mighf  as  well  object  to 
railroads  because  they  brine  greater  loss  of  life 
by  accident  and  that  sort  of  thing.  The  ques- 
tion is  whether  a  greater  good  is  not  obtained 
than  a  greater  evil. 

At  first  this  may  be  abused.  Men  may  take 
this  mode  of  sending  libelous  letters,  but  when 
the  novelty  has  worn  off  it  will  fall  into  the 
ordinary  business  habits  of  m^n.     A  man  can 

Eut  twenty  ofthese  postal  cards  into  his  pocket- 
ook  without  any  inconvenience.  The  other 
kind  with  the  flap  is  cumbersome.  It  does  not 
accomplish  the  object  and  the  chief  good  of 
this  system.  I  hope  we  will  at  least  have  the 
privilege  of  using  either  kind,  either  the  open 
card  or  the  card  with  the  flap  to  it. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Why  will  it  not  accomplish 
the  object  ? 

Mr.  HILL.  I  yield  to  my  colleague  from 
New  York,  who  is  a  member  of  the  committee, 
[Mr.  Carroll.]^ 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Garfield]  has  submitted  an  amendment, 
which  the  Clerk  will  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Pr99itUd,  That  the  postal  card  herein  provided 
for  may  oonsist  of  a  single  pieoe  of  paper  or  of  the 
card  with  a  flap  to  cover  the  written  face,  as  the 
Postmaster  Qeneral  may  determine. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  If  the  gentleman  will 
notice  my  amendment  he  will' see  that  the 
object  he  has  in  view  is  entirely  covered  by  it. 
I  provide  that  the  style  and  quality  of  these 
postal  cards  shall  be  determined  by  a  compe- 
tent commission. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  now  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Carroll,]  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

fi(r.  CARROLL.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  con- 
sidered all  of  these  various  questions  and  con- 
cluded that  the  open  card  was  the  best,  and  for 
several  reasons.  To  avoid  scandal  or  slander 
being  put  in  these  cards  they  provided  a  pen- 
alty against  it,  and  also  tliat  such  cards  should 
be  excluded  from  being  sent  throueh  the  mails. 
The  objection  to  the  use  of  the  flap  or  cover 
on  the  face  of  the  card  was  this :  that  such 
flap  could  be  so  constructed,  like  the  one  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  as  to  operate  substantially 
as  a  closed  letter,  by  being  folded  down  in  this 
way,  and  would  take  the  place  of  the  sealed 
letter.  As  they  are  permitted  as  drop-letters, 
to  be  carried  through  the  mails,  they  would  to 
a  great  extent  take  the  place  of  sealed  letters 
sent  now  only  at  the  rate  of  three  cents,  and 
thus  reduce  the  revenue  of  the  Department 
much  below  what  the  necessities  of  the  coun- 
try would  permit.  If  they  are  to  be  made, 
they  are  to  be  made  at  the  rate  of  one  cent, 
including  the  cost  of  material,  and  they  should 
not  to  any  extent  be  allowed  to  supersede  the 
ordinary  letter  now  sent  through  the  mails  at 
the  rate  of  three  cents. 

It  was  supposed  that  the  open  postal  card 
would  soon  be  used  for  such  messages  as  car- 
ried the  explanation  with  themselves,  like  tele- 
graphic dispatches,  and  not  be  used  to  take 
the  place  to  any  large  extent  of  the  present 
dosed  letters.  If  they  do  take  the  place  of 
the  present  closed  letters  the  postal  revenue 
will  De  greatly  reduced,  and  such  I  believe  will 
be  the  effectof  these  postal  cards  with  the  flap, 
for  they  can  be  maoe  to  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  a  short  letter.  I  suggest  to  the  gen- 
tlemen who  desire  to  have  a  card  with  a  cover 
that  the  bill  may  be  so  amended  as  to  permit 
the  two  kinds  of  cards  to  be  used,  the  open 
card  and  the  one  with  the  flap  or  cover,  mak- 
ing the  rate  for  the  open  card  one  cent,  and 
for  the  card  with  the  flap  or  cover  two  cents 
instead  of  one.  That  would  perhaps  do  away 
with  the  objection  that  it  would  decrease  the 


revenue  of  the  Department,  which  is  already 
much  below  the  self-sustaining  point. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  ask  that  my  amend- 
ment may  be  again  read,  aiid  that  it  may  be 
acted  on  by  the  House. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  ia  every  instance  the  Postmaster  Qeneral 
shall  advertise  for  proposals  for  the  famiahing  of 
said  postal  cards  as  in  other  contracts,  and  in  every 
case  the  lowest  bid  shall  be  accepted,  toe  qaallty  and 
st^le  of  said  cards  being  first  determined  oy  a  board 
of  tbree  experts  to  be  selected  by  tB  Postmaster 
Qeoeral,  one  from  the  Treasury  Depn-tmeDt,  em- 
ployed in  the  Engraving  Bareau.the  other  two  to  be 
appointed  oatside  of  the  Departments  and  to  be  ex- 
perts in  engraving ;  and  neither  of  the  members  of 
the  said  board  to  be  interested  in  the  contract  for 
fomishing  said  cards,  or  other  oontract  in  the  Post 
OiBce  Department. 

Mr.  HILL.    I  accept  that  amendment. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  next  amendment 
in  order  is  that  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Pottbr.] 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Add  at  the  end  of  section  one  the  following: 
Which  reverse  shall  be  provided  with  a  flap  or 

cover  over  the  message,  as  the  Postmaster  General 

shall  prescribe. 

Mr.  HILL.  That  would  require  all  the 
cards  to  be  sealed  up.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment will  not  prevail.  I  preier  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Oar- 
field,]  which  leaves  to  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral the  discretion  of  issuing  either  the  open 
or  the  closed  card. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  think  my  amendment, 
which  has  just  been  adopted,  covers  the  point. 
It  provides  the  mode  of  determining  the  qual- 
ity and  style  to  be  adopted  for  the  cards. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
word  '*may,"  instead  of  the  word  *^  shall," 
should  be  used  in  the  amendment  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Pottsb.  J 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Pottek's 
amendment,  there  were — ayes  60,  noes  43; 
no  quorum  voting. 

The  SPEAKER,  under  the  rule,  ordered 
tellers;    and   appointed  Mr.  Hill  aad  Mr. 

POTTEB. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  88,  noes  44. 
So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  now  move  the  previous  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered,  which  was  first  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio,  as 
follows: 

Add  at  the  end  of  section  one  the  following : 
ProviiUd^  That  the  postal  card  herein  provided  for 
may  consist  of  a  single  piece  of  paper,  or  of  a  card 
with  a  flap  to  cover  the  written  face,  as  the  Post- 
master Gieneral  may  determine. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Smith.  1 

Mr.  SMIl^,  of  New  York.  One  fact  has 
not  been  mentioned  in  this  discussion,  which, 
I  suppose,  is  within  the  cognizance  of  all 
memoers  of  the  House,  that  these  open  cards 
have  been  used  very  extensively  in  Europe  as 
a  vehicle  for  scandalous  libels.  And  I  desire 
to  suggest  an  amendment  either  to  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Gar- 
field] or  to  that  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Pot- 
ter.] I  propose  to  add  these  words,  which, 
I  hope,  by  unanimous  consent,  will  be  allowed 
to  be  considered  pending : 

The  flap  or  cover  of  said  oard  to  be  seoured  by 
gam  an  the  two  opposite  edges  thereof. 

This  will  obviate  the  possibility  of  these 
cards  being  made  a  cover,  admitting  of  the 
insertion  of  separate  slips. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  do  not  admit  that  amend- 
meni. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio ;  and  being  put,  there 
were — ayes  40,  noes  87 ;  no  quorum  voting. 

The  SPEAKER,  under  the  rule,  ordered 
tellers ;  and  Mr.  Garfield,  of-  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Potter  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayea  ft,  noes  66 ;  no  quorum  voting. 
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The  SPEAKER.  Is  further  coant  insiated 
on? 

Vr.  GA.RFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  not  insist 
on  further  county  as  gentlemen  do  not  seem 
disposed  to  vote  on  either  side. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  order- 
ing; the  biU,  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.    I  desire  to  inquire  of  the 

gentleman/rho  has  reported  this  bill  whether 
e  does  not  understand  its  effect  and  intent  to 
he  that  these  cards  ahali  only  be  distributed  to 
the  people  through  the  Postmaster  General ; 
that  he  shall  supply  them  exclusively? 

Mr.  HILL,  lo  be  distributed  through  the 
different  post  offices  throughout  the  country. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  So  they  are  to  be  distrib- 
uted thrpugh  the  Post  Office  Department? 

Mr.  HILL.    Of  course. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Then  the  amonnt  of  it  is 
that  the  Depart  ment  is  to  be  converted  into  a 
stationery  establishment,  and  to  purchase,  for 
the  benefit  of  somebody  exclusively,  these 
oards  for  the  use  of  tbe  people,  and  transport 
them  through  the  mails  at  a  cent  each.  The 
Bouse  will  notice  that  the  bill  reduces  indefi- 
nitely tbe  revenues  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, without  extending  a  general  benefit  to 
tbe  people.  When  the  proper  time  comes,  I 
will  ask  the  privilege  of  moving  to  table  the 
biH,  with  the  intent  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads  may  report  a  uni- 
form reduction  of  postage,  making  the  trans- 
mission of  iatelligeuce  ebea{)er  than  it  now  is 
to  all  the  people,  and  allowing  every  man  in 
all  the  United  States  to  purchase  himself, 
wherever  he  pleases,  that  which  is  to  contain 
his  letter ;  and  if  he  chooses  to  transmit  his 
letter  open  he  may  do  it ;  if  he  chooses  to  trans- 
mit it  sealed  he  may  do  it.  I  undertake  to 
say  that  if,  instead  of  passing  a  partial  meas- 
ure like  this,  you  reduce  the  postage  to  one 
cent  prej^aid  on  every  letter,  subject  to  the 
existing  limitations,  you  will  increase  the  rev- 
enue, and  you  will  in  addition  greatly  benefit 
the  people  at  large.  The  only  difference  will 
be  that  you  will  not  pay  tribute  to  somebody 
who  is  to  be  the  special  favorite  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  in  furnishing  these  cards. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  upon 
ordering  the  bill,  as  amended,  to  be  engrossed 
and  lead  a  third  time. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
laid  on  the  table.* 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  to 
lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  and  it  was  not  agreed 
to  upon  a  division — ayes  tyenty-six,  noes  not 
counted. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  then  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time. 

The  question  was  upon  the  passage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Upon  that  qnestion  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  ordering  the 
yeas  and  nays ;  and  there  were  fourteen  \n  the 
affirmative. 

So  (tbe  affirmative  not  being  one  fifUi  of  the 
last  full  vote)  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not 
ordered. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  HILL  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  bill  was  passed;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDER  OV  BU8INB8S. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massaohnsetts.  Has  the 
morning  hour  expired  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hoar  busi- 
ness ne^er  expires  by  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetu.  I  call  for 
the  regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAEJBR.  The  regular  order  is  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1427)  revising  and  amendiug  | 


the  laws  relative  to  mints,  assay  offices,  and 
coinage  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Was  there  not 
another  bill  made  the  special  order  for  to-day  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  LanQs,  that  came 
in  conflict  with  the  homestead  bill,  being  a  bill 

iH.  R.  No.  2199)  to  incorporate  the  Great  Salt 
iake  and  Colorado  Railroad  Company,  and  to 
aid  in  the  construction  of  its  road,  and  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  lands  along  the  line  of 
said  road  to  actual  settlers  at  $2  50  per  acre, 
and  in  quantities  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  to  each  settler,  was  postponed 
until  to-day,  aft'er  the  hour  of  one  o'clock  and 
thirty  minutes  p.  m.,  and  made  the  special 
order  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  oroers— 
reports  from  the  Committees  of  Wa^s  and 
Means  and  Appropriations,  and  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1427)  heretofore  made  a  special  oraer, 
excepted — for  to-day,  and  from  day  to  dfOT 
thereafter  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  GARFJELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  waive  their  right  this 
morning  to  move  to  go  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  an  appropriation  bill,  will  they 
thereby  lose  their  right  to  make  that  motion 
to-morrow? 

The  SPEAKER.    They  will  not. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  inauire 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Hoopbb]  if  he  expects  to  get  through  with  his 
bill  today? 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  hope  so. 

ALABAMA  CLAIMS  AND  INDIRBOT  DAMAGIPS. 

Mr.  PETERS,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Ala- 
bama claims  and  indirect  damages;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
AiTairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BLKOTION  0ONTB8T — GOODING  VS.  WILSON. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  submitted  a  report  in  the  con- 
tested-election case  of  Gooding  vs,  Wilson, 
from  the  State  of  Indiana,  together  with  the 
following  resolution : 

Buolved,  That  Hoa.  Jsrshiah  M.  Wilsqk  is 
entitled  to  the  seat  occupied  by  him  in  this  House 
as  a  Representative  rrom  the  fourth  district  of 
Indiana. 

Mr.  ARTHUR,  from  the  same  committee, 
submitted  the  views  of  the  minority  in  the 
same  case. 

The  majority  report,  together  with  the  views 
of  the  minority,  was  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  state 
that  I  will  call  up  this  report  for  action  at  an 
early  day. 

AMBNDMBNT  OF  BBTBNUB  LAWS. 

Mr.  NEGLEY.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  report  from  the  Committee  on  Commeree, 
for  action  at  this  time,  a  bill  to  amend  sec- 
tion thirty-five  of  an  act  entitled  ''An  act 
to  reduce  internal  taxes,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.'' 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  will  be  read, 
after  which  objections  to  its  present  consider- 
ation will  be  in  order. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  provides  that  the 
privileges  of  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  reduce 
internal  taxes,  and  for  other  purposes,''  ap- 
proved July  14,  1870.  shall  be  extended  to  the 
ports  of  Nashville,  Tennessee,  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  Sitn  Diego,  California,  and  Albany, 
New  York,  with  the  same  effect  as  if  they  had 
been  inserted  in  the  thirty- fifth  section  of  that 
act. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  have  understood  that 
there  is  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury upon  this  subject.  Perhaps  niy  oolleague 
on  the  Committee  on  Commerce  [Mr.  Nbolet] 
will  allow  it  to  be  read. 

Mr.  DAWES.  How  many  new  oflbere  will 
be  rendered  necessary  by  this  bill? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  object  to  the  bill,  be- 
cause I  do  not  know  what  it  is.  ] 


OITZL  RIGHTS  BILL. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massschiuetts.  I  uk 
unanimous  consent  that  a  bill  [  H.  R.  Na  1647 
supplemental  to  an  act  entitled  "  Ad  act  tj 
protect  all  citizens  of  the  United  States  io  tbei: 
civil  rights,  and  to  furnish  tbe  mmoi  for  ilieii 
vindication,*'  passed  April  9, 1866,  dov  peod 
ing  in  the  morning  hour  of  Mondsj,  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  House. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  it  wss  ordered 
accordingly. 

MINTS,  ASSAY  OFFICES,  AMP  COIVIQI. 

Mr.  STOUOHTON.  I  eall  for  tbe  regoW 
order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  re^lsr  oider  beiu 
called  for,  the  House  resumes  tbe  coBiider 
ation  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1427)  reTiaig 
and  amending  the  laws  relative  to  tbe  nm, 
assay  offices,  and  coinage  of  tbe  United  Sutet 
The  question  is  upon  ordering  tbe  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  Upoo  thii 
question  the  gjeotleman  from  MasNeboMtu 
[Mr.  Hoopcr]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  oi  Massacbusetra.  Tbe  last 
revision  of  the  laws  relating  to  tbe  Mint  va 
in  1837 ;  the  operations  of  tbe  Mint  y 
always  been  insigaifioant  up  to  tbat  tine  la 
comparison  to  the  magnitude  tbey  bare  nsce 
assumed.  The  total  gold  and  silrer  cotoa|( 
for  five  years  previous  to  1884,  when  ti» 
standard  of  the  gold  coinage  was  efaiBged, 
was  only  $16,652,734  10,  averaging  bat  liult 
more  than  three  millions  per  anniiBi.  Tbe 
whole  quantity  of  gold  produced  in  the  Uai 
ted  States  in  ten  years,  from  1824  to  1814,  w 
$3,679,000.  During  the  last  6ve  jeara  tbe  total 
amount  of  bullion  passing  througb  the  nioU 
and  assay  offices  has  been  $178,796,817,  tre^ 
9ifLug  nearly  thirty-six  millions  anniully,  be- 
sides the  unminted  bullion  exported,  vbicl 
probably  exceeded  one  hundred  miitiosiin 
those  five  years,  increasing  the  sverage  pro- 
duction of  each  year  to  over  fifly-sixDiilioes; 
and  this  estimate  is  generally  considered  far 
below  tbe  actual  production.  Tbe  prodadioc 
of  gold  during  the  five  years  has  been  eitiiuied 
at  thirty  to  thirty-five  millions  aoooali;,  ini 
of  silver  fifteen  to  twenty-five  miilionB,  tb* 
gold  coinage  ranging  during  tbat  period  free 
twenty  to  twentv-eigbt  millioos,  aiid  tbesil«e? 
coinage  one  and  a  half  to  two  sud  a  balf  ail 
lions. 

The  gold  and  silver  mines  of  Califonii- 
Nevada,  and  Idaho  were  unknown  until  183^; 
the  Mint  at  Philadelphia  was  tben  tbe  orJr 
establishment  of  the  kind  in  the  United  ^m 
The  vast  productions  of  those  newly  discof^ 
ered  mines  called  for  the  multiplicatioo  erf 
branch  mints  and  sssinr  offices^  eaeb  of  v^ 
was  established  at  dilN>rent  times  and  eodei 
separate  acts  of  Congress.  Thus  a  dm  oi 
legislation  has  come  in,  not  always  consis^t 
which  now  requires  codification  aad  aoein 
ment.  It  is  clear  that  the  bullion  iotereftu 
this  country,  with  this  enormoas  prodaetiea 
of  the  precious  metals,  has  become  suieiestl; 
important  to  justify  the  establishment  oft  dn 
tinct  bureau  of  the  Qovemmeot  with  a  eos- 
petent  head  In  the  Department  of  tbe  Treiffrf^ 
and  sufficiently  important  to  require  the  ren- 
ion  and  amendment  of  the  laws  which  veit 
passed  when  the  science  of  metallargy  ^^ 
coinage  was  much  less  perfect  than  itiioot. 

The  bill  under  consideration  is  believed  to 
oonUin  all  that  is  valuable  in  existing  »^ 
with  such  new  provisions  added  ■^ .'???! 
necessary  to  those  best  acquainted  *^^"'Jr 
subject  for  the  efficiency  and  econooyoftw 
public  service  in  the  important  departmeBt  t« 
which  it  relates.  The  biH  was  prepsred  t«t) 
years  ago,  and  has  been  submitted  to  careu 
and  deliberate  examination.  It  bas  the  if 
proval  of  nearly  all  tbe  mint  experts  ot  'A^ 
countnr,  and  the  sanction  of  tbe  Secreurrci 
the!  Treasury.  Mr.  Ernest  Seyd.  of  Londos- 
a  distinguished  writer,  who  has  girea  gres. 
attention  to  the  snl^ect  of  mints  and  coro^ 
after  examining  the  first  draft  of  tbe  btU, »? 
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nlsbed  many  valuable  suggestions  which  have 
been  incorporated  in  this  bill. 

While  the  committee  take  no  credit  to  them* 
selves  for  the  original  preparation  of  this  bill, 
they  have  given  to  it  the  most  careful  consid- 
eraiion,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  unanimoosly 
recommending  its  passage  as  necessary  and 
e:(pedieDt. 

The  Mint  was  originally  established  in  1792, 
and  located*  at  the  seat  of  the  national  Gov* 
erameot,  then  at  Philadelphia.  The  Director 
of  the  Mint  was  its  chief  officer,  appointed  by 
and  subject  only  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates,  When  the  seat  of  Government  was 
transferred  to  Washington,  the  Mint  being 
then,  as  now,  centrally  and  advantageously 
located,  was  not  removed.  Its  location  at 
Pbiladelphia  was  continued  from  time  to  time 
by  Congress  until  1828,  when  an  act  was  passed 
to  continue  it  there  until  otherwise  ordered 
by  Congress* 

The  first  legislation   giving  the  Treasury 
Department  any  direct  authority  in  connection 
with  the  management  of  the  Mint  was  in  1835, 
when  branch  mints  were  authorized  to  be  es- 
tablished at  New  OrleaoB,  Charlotte,  North 
Carolina,  and  Dahlonega,  Georgia,  and  placed 
under  the  genehil  control  and  management 
of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury.    The  Director  of  the  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  was,  by  law,  required  to  make 
his  annual  report  to  the  President,  until  1866, 
when  it  was  provided  that  he  should  there- 
after report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
Under  existing  laws  the  assay  office  at  New 
York  is  more  directly  under  the  control  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  the  authority  is 
conferred  on  him  to  determine  the  number  of 
its  officers  and  their  compensation,  subject  to 
the  approval  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States ;  and  unlike  those  at  the  mints  and 
other  assay  offices,  the  commissioned  officers 
at  the  assay  office  in  New  York  were  not  sub- 
ject to  the  confirmation  of  the  Senate.    By 
the  act  of  March  8,  1853,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  vested  with  authority  to  regulate 
all  charges  except  the  coinage  charge  imposed 
on  bullion  at  the  Mint,  the  branch  mints,  and 
the  assay  offices  ;  but  i^t  the  mints  at  Carson 
City  and  Denver  this  authority  is  vested  in  the 
Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia. 

Other  conflicting  laws  might  be  referred  to; 
but  those  cited  are  sufficient  to  show  that  there 
id  a  division  of  authority  and  responsibility  in 
the  management  of  this  important  interest 
impairing  the  efficiency  of  the  service^  and 
that  a  revision  of  the  Mint  laws  has  become 
necessary. 

Sections  one  and  two  of  the  pending  bill 
propose  to  rectify  the  evils  growing  out  of  con- 
victing laws  and  divided  authority,  by  estab- 
lish iog  the  Mint  as  a  bureau  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  in  charge  of  the  Director  of  the 
\IiDt ;  vesting  in  him,  subject  to  4he.  direction 
>f  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  all  necessary 
iuthority  for  the  proper  management  of  the 
li  fferent  mints  and  assay  offices.  It  is  believed 
his  change  will  insure  more  economy  and  uni- 
brmity  in  conducting  the  business  of  these 
nstitutions,  with  the  advantage  of  having  an 
officer  at  the  seat  of  Government  whose  bnsi- 
less  it  will  be  to  make  himself  familiar  with 
J I  questions  pertaining  to  bullion  and  coin- 
gGf  and  prepared  to  furnish  prompt  ioform- 
xion  when  called  for  by  Congress  or  the  Sec- 
etary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sections  three  to  eight  of  this  bill  define  the 
fficial  organization  of  each  mint,  prescribing 
be  duty  of  each  officer,  the  mode  of  appoint- 
ug  aatiistants  and  others  employed,  and  re* 
uiring  records  to  be  kept  and  vouchers  to  be 
iken  in  regard  to  all  monetary  and  bullion 
raiisactions  of  the  Mint.  The  office  of  treas- 
rer  of  the  Mint  is  abolished,  the  duties  here- 
^fore  performed  by  that  officer  being  con- 
olidated  with  those  of  the  superintendent  of 
le  Mint.  The  existing  laws  vest  in  the  Direct- 
r  or  auperioteuden^  the  appointmeut  of  all 
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persons  (except  the  regular  clerks  employed 
in  the  treasurer's  office)  and  of  all  workmen 
in  the  *' deposit  melting- room, ^'  where  the 
preliminary  assays  of  bullion  are  made,  while 
the  treasurer,  who  gives  heavy  bonds,  and  is 
responsible  for  their  conducland  for  the  bullion 
intrusted  to  them,  has  no  voice  in  their  selec 
tion  or  appointment.  This  has  been  a  source 
of  much  trouble  and  complaint.  By  the  pro- 
posed consolidation  of  the  two  offices  of  super- 
intendent and  treasurer,  that  source  of  trouble 
will  be  removed  without  impairing  the  security 
of  the  depositors  or  of  the  Government,  as  the 
assayer,  who  is  not  an  accounting  officer,  is 
substituted  for  the  treasurer  as  the  necessary 
check  on  the  superintendent. 

The  value  of  deposits  is  calculated  and  de- 
termined on  the  assayer^ s  report;  it  is  there- 
fore peculiarly  appropriate  that  he  should  be 
the  check  upon  the  superintendent.  Another 
advantage  of  the  consolidation  of  the  duties  of 
the  treasurer  with  those  of  the  superintendent 
is  that  the  Assistant  Treasurers  of  the  United 
States  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  and.  San 
Francisco,  when  relieved  from  their  duties  as 
treasurers  of  the  Mint,  branch  mint,  and  assay 
offices  located  at  these  points,  will  be  able  to. 
give  their  undivided  attention  to  their  duties  as 
Assistant  Treasurers  of  the  United  States,  which 
is  important  in  view  of  the  very  large  increase 
of  business  in  their  respective  offices,  arising 
from  the  financial  measures  of  the  last  ten  years, 
sufficient  to  employ  fully  their  time  and  ener- 
gies. Another  reason  for  this  change  is  that  in 
each  of  the  three  cases  referred  to,  the  offices 
of  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the  United  States  and 
of  treasurer  of  the  Mint  being  filled  by  the 
same  person,  an  accurate  count  and  examin- 
ation at  either  office  has  been  impracticable 
without  closing  for  a  time  both  offices.  In 
former  years  the  duties  devolved  upon  the 
superintendent  by  this  bill  have  been  satis- 
factorily performed  by  a  single  officer  at  the 
branch  mint  at  Charlotte,  North  Carolina,  and 
Dahlonega,  Georgia,  and  one  officer,  the  super- 
intendent, now  performs  them  efficiently  at  the 
branch  mint  in  Carson  City,  Nevada. 

Under  existing  laws  the  appointment  of  the 
assistants  and  the  employment  of  workmen  in 
the  departments  of  the  assayer,  melter,  and 
refiner,  coiner,  and  engraver,  are  made  by  the 
Director  or  superintendent  of  the  Mint,  and 
the  officer  in  whose  department  they  are  em- 
ployed is  pecuniarily  responsible  for  them,  but 
has  legally  no  voice  in  their  selection.  This 
biU  provides  that  these  appointments  shall 
hereafter  be  made  on  the  nomination  of  the 
head  of  the  de|3artment  in  which  they  are  to 
be  employed. 

Sections  nine,  ten,  and  eleven  provide  for 
temporary  appointments  in  case  of  the  absence 
or  sickness  of  an  officer,  and  is  the  same  as 
section  four  of  the  act  of  January  18,  1837. 
The  provisions  of  the  act  of  January,  1837, 
are  reSnacted,  which  require  all  officers,  as* 
sistants,  and  clerks  to  take  the  oath  of  office. 
These  sections  also  re^naet  Che  existing  laws 
requiring  bonds  and  security  from  the  super- 
intendents, the  assayers,  the  melter  and  re- 
finer, and  the  coiners,  hot  authorize  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Treasury  to  increase  the  amount 
of  the  bonds  of  some  of  these  officers  beyond 
$10,000,  that  sum  being  the  maximum  amount 
of  any  bond  under  existing  laws. 

Section  twelve  fixes  the  salaries  of  the 
officers  of  the  Mints  and  ansay  offices  at  the 
same  rates  as  provided  under  existing  laws, 
the  only  change  being  to  pay  them,  and  the 
wages  of  workmen,  monthly  instead  of  quar- 
terly. 

Section  thirteen  defines  the  standard  of  fine- 
ness for  gold  and  silver  coin,  making  no 
change  in  the  existing  law,  except  to  reduce 
the  quantity  of  silver  permitted  to  remain  in 
the  alloy  of  the  gold  coins,  not  to  exceed  one 
tenth  of  the  whole  alloy,  instead  of  one  half, 
as  now,  This  reduction  to  one  tenth  conforms 
to  the  present  daily  usage  of  the  Mint.  Nearly 
all  gola  of  domestic  prodDction  ooatains  a  pro* 


portion  of  silver  which  must  be  separated 
before  the  gold  is  alloyed  for  coinage.  This 
operation  is  termed  at  the  Mint  refining  or 
parting.  B^  the  nitric  acid  method  gold  can- 
not be  economically  refined  above  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-three  thousandths  ;  but  by  the  sul- 

Ehuric  acid  process  it  can  be  refined  to  nine 
undred  and  ninety- six.  The  depositor  of 
gold  bullion  for  coinage,  under  the  regulations 
of  the  Mint,  would  not  be  allowed  for  the  sil- 
ver parted  or  recovered  above  nine  hundred 
and  ninety.  The  unparted  silver  remains  in  . 
the  gold,  and  constitutes  a  part  of  the  alloy, 
enough  copper  being  added  to  make  the  alloy 
one  tenth  of  the  whole  mass,  which  insures 
uniformity  in  the  color  of  the  gold  coin.  Under 
existing  laws  the  practice  has  been  not  to  allow 
the  depositor  for  any  silver  above  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-nine,  for  the  reason  that  such 
gold  bullion  was  susceptible,  under  the  law, 
of  being  converted  into  coin  without  further 
parting,  as  the  silver  allowed  to  remain  was  ^ 
one  half  of  the  alloy ;  but  under  the  provis- 
ions of  this  bill  the  depositor  will  be  allowed 
for  all  the  silver  up  to  nine  hundred  and  ninety, 
because  the  silver  allowed  to  remain  as  a  part 
of  the  alloy  is  reduced  to  one  tenth,  and  will, 
therefore,  require  all  gold  bullion  to  be  refined 
to  nine  hundred  and  ninety. 

Section  fourteen  declares  what  the  gold 
coins  shall  be,  and  their  respective  weights, 
and  makes  them  a  legal  tender  in  all  pay- 
ments at  their^,,Q£|Buaal  value,  when  not  below 
the  standard  weight  and  limit  of  tolerance 
prescribed f  and  at  a  valuation  proportioned 
to  their  actual  weight  when  below  the  stand- 
ard weight  and  tolerance.  Thus  far  the  sec- 
tion is  a  re^nactment  of  exfSttng^  laws.  In 
addttren,  iv-deelares  the  gold  dollar  of  twenty- 
five  and  eight  tenths  grains  of  standard  gold 
to  be  the  unit  of  value,  gold  practically  hav- 
ing been  in  this  country  for  many  years  the 
standard  or  measure  of  value,  as  it  is  legally 
in  Great  Britain  and  most  of  the  European 
countries.  The  silver  dollar,  which  by  law 
is  now  the  legally  declared  unit  of  value, 
does  not  bear  a  correct  relative  proportion 
to  the  gold  dollar.  Being  worth  intrinsically 
about  one  dollar  and  three  cents  in  gold,  it 
cannot  circulate  concurrently  with  the  gold 
coins.  The  law  of  1792,  now  in  force,  pro- 
vided for  the  coinage  of  ^^  dollars  or  units, 
each  to  be  of  the  value  of  a  Spanish  milled 
dollar,  as  the  same  is  now  current,  and  to 
contain  three  hundred  and  seventy-one  and 
four  sixteenths  grains  of  pore,  or  four  hun- 
dred and  sixteen  grains  of  standard  silver." 

The  Spanish  dollar  of  full  weight  then  in 
circulation  contained  three  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-four and  seven  eighths  grains  of  pure  sil- 
ver ,  but  the  variation  or  error  in  fixing  the 
weight  of  the  American  dollar  is  said  to  have 
arisen  from  assnming  the  average  instead  of 
liie  highest  weight  of  any  one  of  the  number 
of  pieoes  assayed  for  that  purpose.  As  the 
value  of  the  silver  dollar  depends  on  the  market 
price  of  silver,  which  varies  according  to  the 
demand  and  supply,  it  is  now  intrinsically 
worth,  as  before  stated,  about  three  cents  more 
than  the  gold  dollar.  By  the  act  of  January 
18,  1887,  the  standard  of  the  silver  coins  was 
increased  to  nine  hundred  thousandths  fine, 
which  reduced  the  weight  of  the  dollar  from 
four  hundred  and  sixteen  to  four  hundred  and 
twelve  and  a  half  grains ;  the  amount  of  pure 
silver,  however,  remained  the  same,  namely, 
three  hundred  and  seventy-one  and  one  fourth 
grains.  The  committee,  after  careful  consid- 
eration, concluded  that  twenty- five  and  eight 
tenths  grains  of  standard  gold  constituting  the 
gold  dollar  should  be  declared  the  money  unit 
or  metallic  representative  of  the  dollar  of 
account. 

This  section  also  provides  that  the  gold  coins, 
if  reduced  in  weight  not  more  than  half  of  one 
per  cent,  on  the  double  eagle  and  eagle,  and 
one  per  cent,  on  the  other  coins,  shall  be  re- 
ceived at  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  at 
their  nomioal  value,  under  regulations  to  be 
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prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
for  the  protection  of  the  Government  against 
fraudulent  abrasion  or  other  practices.  Such 
coins  have  always  been  received  ^t  the  Qov- 
emment  offices,  and  are  therefore  current  by 
common  consent  in  all  individual  payments. 
It  has  been  deemed  expedient,  however,  to 
provide  a  legal  limit  which  shall  furnish  a  rule 
for  the  guidance  of  the  Government  offices. 
Provision  is  also  made  for  recoining  any  gold 
coins  now  in  the  Treasury  which  are  of  less 
weight  than  the  limit  prescribed  for  their  re- 
ceipt at  the  Gt)vernment  offices. 

Section  fifteen  authorizes  the  exchange  for 
silver  coins  at  par  of  any  gold  coins  now  in 
circulation  which  are  reduced  in  weight  by 
natural  abrasion  below  the  limit  prescribed, 
but  prohibits  the  exchange  as  to  coins  which 
bear  evidence  of  artificial  or  fraudulent  reduc' 
tions.  These  provisions  are  necessary  to  keep 
I  the  gold  coins,  which  are  the  measure  of  value, 
/  in  good  conditioii  as  to  their  weight,  date, 
legends,  and  inscriptions;  and  as  the  natural 
wear  of  coins  in  a  given  number  of  years  can 
be  estimated  with  reasonable  accuracy,  it  will 
not  be  difficult  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  protect  the  Government  agaiiist  receiv- 
ing coins  which  have  been  fraudulently  dimin- 
ished in  weight,  by  requiring  that  they  shall 
have  been  issued  for  a  certain  number  of  years, 
which  is  readily  ascertained  by  the  date  they 
bear. 

The  subject  of  the  weight  below  which  coins 
should  cease  to  be  a  legal  tender  was  exam- 
ined and  elaborately  reported  on  by  a  select 
committee  of  the  Senate  in  1880 ;  but  no  legis- 
lation took  place,  in  view  probably  of  a  pro- 
posed reduction  in  the  standard  of  the  gold 
coins,  which  was  finally  provided  for  in  1834, 
and  which  more  than  covered  any  depreciation 
in  the  coins  then  in  circulation.  Under  the 
limit  of  reduction  in  weight  provided  for  in 
this  bill,  it  is  estimated  I  hat  the  eagle  and 
double  eagle  would  continue  in  circulation  as 
a  legal  coin  for  fifty  to  seventy-five  years,  and 
the  smaller  gold  coins,  which  abrade  more 
rapidly,  would  circulate  for  twenty  to  thirty- 
five  years. 

Section  sixteen  reenacts  the  provisions  of 
existing  laws  defining  the  silver  coins  and 
their  weights  respectively,  except  in  relation 
to  the  silver  dollar,  which  is  reduced  in  weight 
from  four  hundred  and  twelve  and  a  half  to 
three  hundred  and  eighty-four  grains;  thus 
making  it  a  subsidiary  coin  in  harmony  with 
the  silver  coins  of  less  denomination,  to  secure 
its  concurrent  circulation  with  them.  The 
silver  dollar  of  four  hundred  and  twelve  aod 
;  a  half  grains,  by  reason  of  its  bnllion  or  in- 
'  trinsic  value  being  greater  than  its  nominal 
value,  long  since  ceased  to  be  a  coin  of  circu- 
lation, and  is  melted  by  manufacturers  of  sil- 
verware. It  does  not  circulate  now  in  com- 
mercial transactions  with  any  country,  and  the 
convenience  of  those  manufacturers  in  this 
respect  can  better  be  met  by  supplying  small 
stamped  bars  of  the  same  standard,  avoiding 
the  useless  expense  of  coining  the  dollar  for 
that  purpose.  The  coinage  of  the  half  dime 
is  discontinued  for  the  reason  that  its  place  is 
supplied  by  the  copper- nickel  five-cenl  piece, 
of  which  a  large  issue  has  been  made,  and 
which,  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  authoriz- 
ing its  issue,  is  redeemable  in  United  States 
currency. 

Section  seventeen  provides  that  the  alloy 
of  all  the  minor  coins  shall  be  composed  of 
three  quarters  copper  and  one  quarter  nickel. 
The  alloy  of  the  present  three  and  five  cent 
coins  is  in  the  same  proportions,  and  this  bill 
authorizes  a  one  cent  coin  of  the  alloy.  The 
weijgbt  of  the  three  and  five  cents  is  not 
changed,  and  the  weight  of  the  piece  of  one 
cent  is  to  be  in  proportion  to  them.  There  is 
DO  good  reason  for  continuing  the  issue  of 
minor  coins  of  two  different  alloys,  especially 
as  some  inconvenience  is  experienced  in  work- 
ing both  of  them  at  the  same  time  in  the  Mint, 
whe^e  gold  and  silver  is    constantly  being 


manipulated.  The  amount  of  minor  or  token- 
coins  now  in  circulation  is  not  less  than  eight 
million  dollars  in  nominal  value,  nearly  twelve 
millions  having  been  issued  since  1703;  and  it 
is  believed  that  the  quantity  now  in  circulation 
will  be  sufficient  for  some  years  to  come.  Au- 
thoritv  is  therefore  vested  in  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  suspend  this  coinage  when- 
ever there  is  evidence  of  its  being  redundant. 

Section  eighteen  provides  that  no  coins  other 
than  those  prescribed  in  this  act  shall  here- 
after be  issued.  The  effect  of  it  is  to  disconiinue 
the  coinage  of  the  one  and  two  cent  bronze 
coins. 

Section  nineteen  reSnacts  the  provisions  of 
existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  legends,  in- 
scriptions, and  devices  of  the  coinage,  and 
restores  the  motto,  ^^Eplur^tis  unum,^^  It 
also  authorizes  any  one  of  the  prescribed  in- 
scriptions in  raised  letters  on  the  rim  of  the 
gold  and  silver  coins,  for  their  better  protec- 
tion against  fraudulent  reduction  of  the  weight. 

Sections  twenty,  twenty* one,  twenty- two, 
and  twenty-Uiree  contain  substantially  the  pro- 
visions of  existing  laws,  authorizing  the  deposit 
of  gold  and  silver  in  exchange  for  refined,  or 
for  unparted  bars,  or  for  bars  of  standard  fine- 
ness, and  for  the  deposit  of  gold  bullion  for 
coinage. 

It  provides  that  the  fitness  of  the  bullion  to 
be  received  shall  be  determined  by  the  as- 
sayer,  and  the  mode  of  melting  by  the  melter 
and  refiner;  and  makes  it  lawful  to  refuse  any 
bullion  so  base  as  to  be  unsuitable  for  coinage. 
These  provisions  seem  necessary  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Government,  as  well  as  to  protect 
the  melter  and  refiner  against  the  loss  and 
inconvenience  of  refining  oullion  containing  a 
large  proportion  of  base  metals,  which  should 
be  treated  at  metallurgical  establishments 
rather  than  at  the  Mint. 

Sections  twenty-four  and  twenty-five  are  re- 
enactments  of  existing  laws  for  the  assay  of 
bnllion. 

Section  twentv-six  reduces  the  charges  for 
coinage  to  one  fafih  of  one  per  cent.,  but  re- 
enacts  the  provisions  of  existing  laws  in  regard 
to  the  other  charges.  From  the  best  informa- 
tion to  be  obtained  the  actual  expense  of  coin- 
ing gold  does  not  exceed  one  fifih  of  one  per 
cent.,  and  the  committee,  in  ado{>ting  that  rate, 
were  of  opinion  that  it  is  neither  just  nor  sound 
policy  to  impose  a  charge  in  excess  of  the 
actual  .expense  of  coinage.  It  is  claimed,  and 
apparently  with  good  reason,  that  the  present 
charge  of  half  of  one  per  cent,  for  coining  is 
so  high  as  to  operate  as  a  tax  on  bullion  and 
encourage  its  exportation  to*  Great  Britain, 
where  it  is  coined  without  charge,  and  where 
the  only  loss  is  that  arising  from  a  delay  ot 
about  two  weeks  in  delivering  the  coin  for  the 
bullion  deposited ;  the  British  mint  holding  no 
bullion  fund,  as  in  our  Mint,  out  of  which  to 
pay  depositors  for  their  bu*  Ion  as  soon  as  its 
value  is  ascertained  by  assay. 

Section  twenty-seven  requires  the  assayer  to 
verify  all  calculations  or  computations  of  the 
value  of  deposits,  and  to  countersign  the  cer- 
tificate for  the  depositor,  which  is  required  to 
be  made  by  the  superintendent.  This  check 
on  the  superintenoent  is  substituted  for  the 
calculation  of  the  value  of  the  deposit  made 
at  present  by  a  clerk  of  the  treasurer,  and  it  is 
believed  to  be  a  decided  improvement  of  exist- 
ing laws. 

Sections  twenty-eight  and  twenty-nine  are 
substantially  reSnactments  of  existing  laws  in 
relation  to  the  purchase  of  silver  bullion,  but 
require  the  purchase  to  be  made  by  the  super- 
intendent instead  of  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint. 
The  existing  laws  provide  that  silver  coins 
shall  be  paid  at  their  nominal  value  in  ex- 
change for  gold  coin  ;  but  it  has  been  the  prac- 
tice to  issue  the  silver  coin  in  exchange  for 
silver  bullion,  though  the  nominal  value  of  the 
silver  coin  exceeds  the  intrinsic  value  of  the 
silver  bullion  about  five  cents  per  ounce.  In 
other  words,  silver  coin  of  the  nominal  value 
of  $126  in  gold  is  exchanged  for  one  hundred 


ounces  of  silver  bullion  of  the  intrinsic  ri'm* 
of  only  $120  in  gold.  Under  this  practice  the 
depositors  of  silver  had  the  benefit  of  tb« 
seigniorage. 

Prior  to  the  suspension  of  specie  payments  ia 
1861,  silver  coins  appear  to  have  been  issued 
in  excess  of  the  requirements  of  the  public, 
and  were  at  times  sold  at  a  small  discoucit  from 
their  nominal  value,  probably  for  the  reason 
that  they  could  be  obtained  at  the  Mint  at  less 
than  their  nominal  value.  The  principle  or 
system  of  issuing  silver  coin  at  their  nominal 
value,  in  exchange  for  gold  only,  is  nndoa bl- 
ed ly  the  correct  one,  as  it  gives  the  GoTem- 
meutthe  benefit  of  the  seigniorage,  and  restraint 
their  issue  to  the  wants  of  the  public  for  these 
subsidiary  coins.  A  proviso,  however,  has 
been  added  to  this  section,  anthorizing  tb? 
present  practice  to  continue  in  force  for  t«o 
years  from  the  Ist  of  July  next,  to  meet  the 
special  requirement  for  the  subsidiary  silver 
coins  in  commercial  transactions  wtih  soiLe 
of  the  South  American  States.  This  provis- 
ion, however,  applies  only  to  the  Mint  at  Phila- 
delphia and  the  assay  office  at  New  York. 

Sections  thirty  and  thirty-one  reenact  tb« 
laws  now  in  force  relating  to  the  porchase 
of  metal  for  the  minor  coinage  after  advei^ 
Using  for  bids,  and  requiring  the  lowest  and 
best  bid  to  be  accepted,  the  fineness  of  the 
metal  being  determined  by  the  Mint  assaj. 
it  is  provided  that  the  gain  hereafter  aria- 
ing  from  this  coinage  shall  be  paid  into  tK« 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  ;  the  expeQS<fS 
for  labor  in  the  manufacture  of  Uiis  coin  to 
be  paid  from  specific  appropriations  made  by 
Congress,  instead  of  bemg  paid  as  now  cm: 
of  the  money  received  for  the  coin,  without 
any  restriction  by  law  on  the  expenses. 

Sections  thirty-two  and  thirty-three  make 
no  change  in  existing  laws  regulating  the 
transfer  of  bullion  to  the  melter  and  refiner, 
or  the  assay  of  ingots. 

Section  thirty-four  reduces  the  deviatioa 
from  standard  fineness  allowed  on  gold  ingou 
from  two  thousandths  to  one  thousandth ;  and 
on  silver  ingots  from  three  thoasandtht  to 
two  thousandths.  When  the  present  devi 
ations  were  originally  fixed  the  art  of  assay- 
ing had  not  been  brought  to  its  present  per- 
fection. The  present  practice  of  the  Mint  is 
not  to  approve  gold  ingots  that  vary  more 
than  half  of  one  thousandth,  or  silver  ingots 
more  than  one  and  a  half  thoaaandths,  from 
the  standard  fineness. 

Section  thirty-five  requires  the  melter  aod 
refiner  to  prepare  all  bars  for  the  payment 
of  deposits,  and  to  deliv'er  them  to  the  super 
intendent  after  their  fineness  has  been  ascer 
tained  and  stamped  on  the  bars  by  the  assay<-r. 

Section  thirty-six  requires  the  delivery  of 
ingots  to  the  coiner  to  be  made  by  the  soper- 
intendent,  instead  of  the  treasurer,  the  latter 
officer  being  discontinued.  It  provides,  als>. 
for  vouchers  being  taken  in  these  deliveries. 

Section  thirty- seven  makes  no  change  of 
existing  laws,  except  to  reduce  the  deviation  ia 
the  weight  of  the  half  eagle  from  one  half  to 
one  quarter  of  a  grain  ;  a  tolerance  on  this 
piece  equal  to  that  on  the  eagle  and  doabk 
eagle  being  deemed  unnecessarily  large.  A 
reduction  is  also  made  of  the  allowance  ia 
weighing  a  number  of  pieces  together  in  the 
delivery  by  the  coiner  to  the  superintendeot, 
and  by  the  superintendent  to  the  depositor. 
The  present  allowance  by  law  is  three  penny- 
weights (equal  to  $2  79)  on  one  thousaod 
double  eagles ;  two  pennyweights  (equal  to 
$1  86)  on  one  thousand  eagles;  one  and  a 
half  pennyweights  (equal  to  $1  39)  on  one 
thousand  half  eagles  ;  one  pennyweight  (eqoal 
to  ninety-three  cents)  on  one  thousand  quarter 
eagles;  and  a  half  pennyweight  (equal  lo 
forty- six  and  a  half  cents)  on  one  thousand 
gold  dollars. 

By  this  section  the  allowance  or  deviatiua 
in  weighing  a  number  of  pieces  together  n 
one  hundredth  of  an  ounce  (equal  to  etghie^u 
1  and  six  tenths  cents)  on  two  hnndredand  fifty 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2307 


louble  eagles,  five  handred  eagles,  one  thou- 
land  half  eagles,  two  thousand  quarter  eagles, 
>T  on  one  tliousaiid  three-dollar  pieces  or  one- 
loUtir  pieces.  While  a  liberal  deviatioa  is 
allowed  ou  the  single  pieces,  it  is  not  intended 
;bat  the  coiner  shall  take  advantage  of  it,  but 
hat  he  shall  make  the  coins  as  near  to  stand- 
Lrd  as  possible  ;  and  when  so  made,  a  portion 
>f  them  will  be  exactly  of  standard  weight ; 
others  may  be  above  and  some  below,  but  the 
lumber  of  pieces  required  to  be  weighed  to- 
gether must  give  an  average  not  below  the 
>re8cribed  allowance  of  one  hundredth  of  an 
:>unce.  equal  to  eighteen  and  six  tenths  cents. 
The  weighing  in  quantities  is  intended  to  insure 
he  more  correct  adjustment  of  single  pieces  ; 
ibr  example,  while  the  weight  of  any  single 
lalf  eagle  cannot  be  below  a  quarter  of  a  gram, 
[equal  to  $0  68  in  one  thousand,)  the  weight 
>f  one  thousand  half  eagles  weighed  together 
nust  not  be  below  eighteen  and  six  tenths 
^ents.  The  limit  fixed  in  this  section  is  in 
iccordance  with  the  present  practice  in  the 
operations  of  the  Mint. 

Section  thirty- eight  prescribes  the  deviation 
•){  the  weight  in  the  silver  coinage.  On  the 
lollar  and  half  dollar  it  is  the  same  as  under 
existing  laws,  but  is  increased  on  the  quarter 
SoUar  and  dime  from  one  grain  on  the  former 
ind  a  half  grain  on  the  latter  to  one  and  a 
lalf  grains  for  both  pieces.  This  increase  is 
;o  obviate  the  expense  and  delay  of  a  nicer 
idjustment  by  hand  of  each  single  piece  of 
iuch  value.  The  section  prescribes  the  devi- 
ition  when  weighed  in  quantities,  as  in  the 
;ase  of  gold  coins,  but  is  more  liberal  as  the 
uetal  is  of  less  value. 

Section  thirty  nine  pre.4cribes  the  deviation 
n  the  weight  of  single  pieces  of  the  minor 
coinage. 

Section  forty  regulates  the  mode  of  deliver- 
ng  coin  by  the  coiner  to  the  superintendent, 
[instead  of  the  Treasurer,)  and  provides  for 
remelting  the  coins  which  prove  to  be  below 
he  legal  limits  of  standard  weight. 

Section  forty*one  is  a  reenactment  of  exist- 
ug  laws  in  regard  to  the  ^*pyx,"  the  super- 
intendent performing  the  duty  heretofore 
mposed  on  the  Treasurer.  It  also  provides 
h;tt  other  pieces  than  those  reserved  for  the 
innual  trial  of  the  coinage  may  be  taken  for 
>uch  tests  as  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall 
•rescribe. 

Sections  forty- two,  forty-three,  forty- four, 
ind  forty-five  are  substantially  reenactments 
)f  existing  laws  in  regard  to  the  clippings 
md  other  portions  of  bullion  remaining  after 
he  process  of  coining ;  and  the  annual  set- 
Icments  of  the  accounts  of  the  coiner  and  of 
he  melter  and  refiner  for  the  bullion  or  metal 
ielivered  to  them  are  required  to  be  more 
borough  in  their  details  than  under  the  pres- 
ent laws.  The  allowance  for  wastage  of  the 
)recious  melals  is  reduced,  the  improvements 
II  refining  and  coining  having  rendered  the  past 
tlloAvance  for  wastage  too  large,  the  wastage  ac- 
ually  incurred,  as  shown  by  the  Mint  accounts, 
>eing  considerably  within  the  limits  prescribed 
n  this  act.  The  superintendent  is  required 
it  the  close  of  the  annual  settlement  to  for- 
vard  a  correct  statement  of  his  balance-sheet 
o  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  whose  duty  will 
ta  to  compare  the  total  amount  of  gold  and 
iilver  bullion  and  coin  ou  hand  with  the  total 
labilities  of  the  Mint,  and  to  examine  the 
>rdinary  expense  acconnts.  These  amend- 
Deuts  to  the  existing  laws  are  believed  to  be 
nnportant  and  valuable  by  securing  a  more 
careful  scrutiny  of  all  the  Mint  accounts. 

Section  forty- six  reenacts  existing  laws  re- 
luiring  deposits  of  bullion  to  be  paid  in  the 
»rder  in  wnich  they  are  brought  to  the  Mint; 
>ut  provides  that  when  there  is  a  delay  in 
uanufacturing  a  refractory  deposit,  or  for  any 
»tber  unavoidable  cause,  the  payment  of  sub- 
equent  depositors  shall  not  thereby  be  delayed. 

Section  forty-seven  is  a  reenactment  of 
xistiog  provisions  of  law  authorizing  the  ex- 
change  at  any  of  the  mints  of  unparted  bullion 


for  fine  bars,  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as 
the  Director  of  the  Mint  may  prescribe,  with 
the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
-ury. 

Section  forty-eight  continues  the  present 
provision  for  keeping  a  fund  at  the  mints  and 
at  the  assay  office  in  New  York,  known  as  a 
bullion  fund,  out  of  which  the  deposits  of  bul- 
lion may  be  paid  as  soon  as  practicable  after 
the  value  of  the  deposits  is  ascertained. 

Section  forty- nine  contains  the  present  pro- 
visions for  the  assay  commission,  and  the 
annual  trial  of  the  coinage,  except  that  it  dis- 
continues the  collector  of  the  port  of  Phila- 
delphia and  the  United  States  district  attor- 
ney for  the  eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania  as 
ex  officio  members  of  the  commission,  substi- 
tuting for  them  the  assayer  of  the  assay  office 
at  New  York,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  the 
services  of  a  disinterested  practical  assayer  at 
the  trial  of  the  coinage. 

Sections  fifiy  and  fifty-one  are  a  reenactment 
of  existing  laws  in  relation  to  the  standard 
troy  pound  weight  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  testing  annually  of  its  accuracy  in  the  pres 
ence  of  the  assay  commission;  making  it  also 
the  duty  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint  to  procure 
for  each  mint  and  assay  office  a  series  of  stand- 
ard weights  corresponding  to  the  troy  pound, 
and  the  subdivisions  and  multiples  thereof, 
from  the  one  hundredth  part  of  a  grain  to 
twenty-five  pounds;  and  requiring  that  the 
troy  weights  used  at-the  mints  and  assay  offices 
shall  be  regulated  according  to  the  above 
standard  at  least  once  in  every  year,  under 
the  inspection  of  the  superintendent  and  the 
assayer. 

Section  fifty- two  requires  the  working  dies 
at  each  mint  to  be  defaced  and  destroyed 
annually,  which  is  now  done  as  a  matter  of 
regulation  only;  but  a  legal  provision  for  it 
seems  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  coin- 
age, as  in  case  of  an  accumulation  of  old  dies 
thev  might  possibly  be  stolen  from  the  Mint 
and  used  for  fraudulent  purposes. 

Section  fifty-three  provides  that  dies  of  a 
national  character  may  be  executed  by  the 
engraver,  and  national  and  other  medals  struck 
by  the  coiner  at  the  Mint  in  Philadelphia, 
under  regulations  prescribed  by  the  superin- 
tendent, with  the  approval  of  the  Director  of 
the  Mint,  but  prohibits  the  preparation  of  pri- 
vate medal  dies  or  the  use  of  the  machinery  of 
the  Mint  for  private  dies.  It  seems  just  to 
exclude  the  preparation  of  private  meoal  dies 
at  the  Mint,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  the 
legitimate  business  of  private  artists. 

Section  fifty- four  requires  that  all  money 
arising  from  the  deductions  and  charges  on 
silver  bullion,  the  minor  coinage,  the  manu- 
facture of  medals,  and  all  other  sources,  be 
paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
no  part  of  it  expended  on  salaries  or  wages, 
which  shall  be  paid  from  specific  appropria- 
tions made  by  Congress  on  estimates  furnished 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sections  fifly-five,  fifty-six,  and  fifty- seven 
contain  the  provisions  of  existing  laws  in  rela- 
tion to  the  assay  offices  at  New  York,  except 
that  the  office  of  superintendent,  assayer,  and 
melter  and  refiner,  who  have  heretofore  been 
appointed  and  their  salaries  fixed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  are  hereafler  to  be 
appomted  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Their  sala- 
ries are  not  changed,  but  are  established  by 
law.  The  consolidation  of  the  offices  of  super- 
intendent and  treasurer  necessarily  abolishes 
the  office  of  deputy  treasurer^ 

Sections  fifty-eight,  fiftjr-nine,  sixty,  and 
sixty-one,  confine  the  business  of  the  assay 
offices  at  Denver,  Bois^  City,  and  all  other 
assay  offices  that  may  be  hereafter  established, 
to  the  receipt  of  gold  and  silver  bullion,  and 
the  melting,  assaying,  and  return  of  said  bul- 
lion in  bars,  with  the  weight  and  fineness 
stamped  thereon,  to  the  depositor ;  and  pro- 
vides that  the  officers  shall  consist  of  an  as- 
sayer, who  shall  have  charge  of  the  office,  and 


a  melter,  both  to  be  appointed  by  the  Presi- 
dent, by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate ;  and  the  assayer  is  authorized  to 
employ  as  many  clerks  and  workmen,  under 
the  direction  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  as 
may  be  provided  for  by  law.  A  few  years 
since,  the  office  of  superintendent  at  the  Den- 
ver assay  office  was  abolished,  and  the  duties 
he  had  performed  devolved  on  the  assayer. 
The  change  proved  advantageous,  and  the  plan 
of  having  but  two  officers,  Ute  assayer  and  the 
melter,  is  adopted  in  this  bill  for  the  assay 
office  at  Bois^  City,  and  all  other  assay  office's 
that  may  be  hereafler  established.  The  sala- 
ries provided,  the  oaths  to  be  taken,  and  the 
bonds  to  be  given,  are  the  same  as  under  exist- 
ing laws.  It  is  also  provided  that  the  assayer 
shall  discharge  the  duties  of  disbursing  agents 
for  the  payment  of  the  expenses  of  the  respect- 
ive assay  offices. 

All  the  provisions  of  this  bill  for  the  regula- 
tion of  the  mints,  and  for  the  government  of 
the  officers  and  persons  employed  therein,  and 
for  the  punishment  of  all  offenses,  are  made 
applicable  to  and  declared  to  be  in  full  force 
in  relation  to  the  assay  offices,  so. far  as  the 
same  may  be  applicable  thereto.  And  the 
general  direction  of  the  business  of  the  assay 
offices  is  placed  under  the  control  of  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  Director 
of  the  Mint  is  also  reauired  to  prescribe  such 
regulations  for  periodical  and  occasional  re- 
turns, and  to  establish  such  charges  for  melt- 
ing, refining,  assaying,  and  stamping  bullion, 
as  shall  appear  to  him  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  into  effect  the  intention  of 
this  law  with  respect  to  the  assay  offices. 

Sections  sixty- two,  sixty- three,  sixty- four, 
and  sixty-five  provide  for  offenses  against  the 
mints,  asiay  offices,  and  coinage  of  the  United 
States,  prescribing  the  penalties  therefor. 

Section  sixty-six  provides  that  this  law 
shall  take  effect  at  the  begining  of  the  next  fiscal 
year,  July  1,  1872;  and  that  the  offices  of 
treasurers  of  the  mints  in  Philadelphia,  San 
Francisco,  and  New  Orleans  shall  then  be 
vacated,  and  that  the  Assistant  Treasurer  at 
New  York  shall  cease  to  perform  the  duties  of 
treasurer  of  the  assay  office  in  that  city.  It 
also  provides  that  the  other  officers  now  ap- 
pointed, and  those  employed  in  the  mints  and 
assay  offices,  shall  be  continued,  after  giving 
the  bonds  required  by  this  law^  until  other 
appointments  are  made ;  the  Director  of  the 
Mint  at  Philadelphia  being  styled  and  acting 
as  the  superintendent  thereof. 

Section  sixty- seven  prescribes  the  title  by 
which  the  different  mints  and  assay  offices 
are  to  be  known  respectively,  and  transfers 
all  unexpended  appropriations^  heretofore 
authorized  by  law  fcr  the  use  of^  those  insti- 
tutions, to  the  account  and  use  of  the  mints 
and  assay  offices  established  and  located  by 
this  act 

Section  sixty- nine  prescribes  the  title  by 
which  this  act  shall  be  known,  and  repeals 
all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  pertaining  to  the 
mints;  assay  offices,  and  coinage  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  with  the  proviso  that  their  repeal 
shall  not  affect  any  rights  accrued  or  penal- 
ties incurred  under  former  acts. 

I  now  yield  t«  my  colleague  on  the  com- 
mittee, the  gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr. 
STOuoHTOir.jr 

MKSSAGK  VBOH  THB  PRBSIDBNT. 

A  message  in  writing  from  the  President  of 
the  Uniteti  States  was  communicated  to  the 
House,  by  Mr«  Horace  Portbr,  one  of  his 
Private  Secretaries. 

HINTS,  A8SAT  OFFICES,  AND  COINAOB. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  (H.  B.  No.  1427)  revising  and  amending 
the  laws  relative  to  the  mints,  assay  offices, 
and  coinage  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  STOUQHTON.     Mr.  Speaker,  the  bill 
I  under  consideration  is  intended  to  be  a  com- 
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_  lete  reviftion  of  the  laws  pertaining  to  the  Mint 
and  coinage  of  the  United  States.  The  existing 
laws  upon  this  subject  are  embraced  in  differ* 
en t  enactments  extending  over  the  whole  period 
of  time  since  the  act  of  April  2,  1792.  Some 
of  these  are  obsolete  and  others  repealed  or 
chanced  by  later  laws. 

It  nas.  been  the  aim  of  the  committee  to 
arrange,  compile,  and  codify  the  laws  now  in 
force  in  a  systematic  form,  and  to  supply  such 
deficiencies  as  the  enlarged  wants  of  the  public 
seemed  to  indicate.  The  execution  of  this 
plan  has  been  by  no  means  free  from  diffi- 
culty. The  conversion  of  the  precious  metals 
into  coin  with  the  least  expense  and  the  most 
profit,  the  best  and  most  serviceable  alloys, 
the  proper  fineness  in  order  to  secure  utility 
and  durability  at  home,  and  at  the  same  time 
to  conform  as  nearly  as  may  be  with  foreign 
standards,  and  the  wastage  and  tolerance  of 
the  Mint,  are  subjects  which  can  only  be  thor 
onghly  understood  after  lone  study  and  actual 
experience  in  the  practical  details. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  bill  the  committee 
has  been  largely  aided  by  the  suggestions  and 
experience  x)f  those  conversant  with  the  coint 
age  and  coinage  laws,  and  it  is  believed  that 
the  revision  proposed  embraces  all  the  provis- 
ions necessary  for  the  successful  working  of 
this  great  national  interest. 

The  United  States  Mint  at  Philadelphia  was 
established  by  act  of  April  2,  1792.  By  act 
of  March  8,  1836,  branch  mints  were  estab- 
lished at  New  Orleans,  and  Dahlonega,  Geor- 
gia, (now  discontinued,)  and  at  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  (now  an  assay  office. )  The 
branch  mint  at  San  Francisco  was  established 
by  act  of  July  8,  1852;  the  assay  office  at 
New  York  by  act  of  March  4,  1858;  the 
branch  mint  at  Denver,  Colorado,  by  act  of 
April  21,  1862 ;  the  branch  mint  at  Carson 
City,  Nevada,  by  act  of  March  8,  1863  ;  and 
the  assay  office  at  Bois^  City  by  act  of  Febru- 
ary 19,  1869.  A  branch  mint  was  also  estab- 
lished by  act  of  July  4,  1864,  at  Dalles,  Ore- 
gon, but  nothing  has  ever  been  done  except 
the  useless  expenditure  of  the  appropriation 
of  $100,000. 

The  salaries  now  paid  to  the  officers  of  these 
various  mints  are  as  follows : 

Philadelphia. 

Pireotor ...44,600 

Assayer 3,000 

Melter  and  refiner 3.000 

Coiner 3,000 

Soffraver. — ....  3.0U0 

San  /Vancwoo. 

Saperintendent  and  troaiarer 4,500 

Aesayer 3,000 

Melter  and  refiner 3.000 

Coiner : 3,000 

New  York  A9»ay  Office- 

Superintendent 4,500 

Awayer 8.000 

Melter  and  refiaeiv 3.000 

There  is  also  at  this  office  a  deputy  treas- 
urer, at  a  salary  of  $4,500,  appointed  under 
the  act  of  March  4,  1858.  If  he  performs  any 
duty,  it  is  that  of  chief  clerk.  At  San  Fran- 
cisco there  is  no  such  officer,  although  the 
coinage  of  that  mint  is  $25,000,000  per'year, 
while  at  New  York  it  is  only  about  six  million 
dollars  in  bars. 

Oar  eon  City, 

Saperintendent  and  treasurer ..43,000 

ABaayer » 2.600 

Melter  and  refiner 2.600 

Ooinor « 2,600 

Bo%96  City. 

Superintendtnt,  (not  appointed.) 

Awayer ,  3.000 

Melter « 2.500 

Charlotte, 
Astayer's  salary  and  expenses  about 5,000 

The  business  transacted  at  this  office  is  less 
than  $80,000  per  year. 

Denver. 

Aesayer 43,000 

Melter , ,  2,500 

The  Mint  and  coinage  laws  are  largely  con- 
tained in  the  various  acts  of  Congress  estab- 
lishing these  iostitations*    Maoy  are  local  in  [ 


character  and  some  incongruous  and  irrecon- 
cilable. An  instance  of  this  kind  is  found  in 
the  acts  approved  March  8,  1858,  and  March 
4,  1858,  but  both  passed  the  same  day.  The 
first  act  gives  the  Secretary  of  the  1  reasury 
control  and  jurisdiction  over  the  melting,  part- 
ing, refining,  and  assaying  ot  metals,  and  the 
second  confers  the  same  powers  upon  the 
Director  of  the  Mint. 

The  design  of  the  pendingbill  is  not  to  inter- 
fere with  the  location  or  business  of  the  mints 
in  operation,  or  to  change  the  salaries  of  the 
officers,  but  to  provide  uniform  laws  and  reg- 
ulations and  place  the  coinage  system  under 
the  supervision  of  a  responsible  head.  The 
attainment  of  this  end  necessarily  requires  the 
establishment  at  Washington  of  a  Mint  bureau. 

It  is  in  strict  conformity  with  our  system  of 
government,  and  indispensably  necessary  to  ita 
successful  and  harmonious  working,  that  a 
chief  officer  be  placed  over  every  important 
branch  of  the  public  service,  whose  duty  it 
shall  be  to  familiarise  himself  with  all  ques- 
tions relating  to  his  department,  see  that  it  is 
properly  conducted,  and  furnish  information 
to  tne  President,  Secretaries,  and  committees 
of  Conffress.  The  necessity  of  some  measure 
of  this  xind  to  correct  irregularities  and  secure 
efficiency  and  economy  in  the  management  of 
our  mints,  and  coinage  has  long  been  known 
to  those  familiar  with  this  subject.  Within 
a  few  years  there  have  been  losses  in  the 
mints  estimated  at  $500,000,  which,  with  a 
proper  system  of  stinervision  and  account- 
ability, such  as  this  bill  contemplates,  could 
never  have  occurred.  Under  the  laws  now  in 
force  reports  cannot  be  compelled,  and  the 
operations  of  the  mints  and  assay  offices  are 
involved  in  obscurity.  What  would  be  the 
effect  upon  the  public  if  the  business  of  the 
national  banks  were  allowed  to  be  managed 
in  this  loose  and  dangerous  manner?  The 
coinage  interest  is  as  permanent  and  import* 
ant  as  the  currency,  and  the  reasons  in  favor 
of  the  establishment  of  the  Currency  Bureau 
apply  with  equal  force  to  the  Mint. 

The  consolidation  of  the  offices  of  Superin- 
tendent and  treasurer  is  a  measure  of  sound 
economy.  The  assayer  determines  the  weight 
and  value  of  metals  with  depositors,  and  is 
required  to  sign  the  certificates.  His  own 
interest  and  safety  is  therefore  a  sufficient  check 
upon  the  Superintendent.  There  is  also  a  grave 
objection  to  one  person  holding  both  the 
offices  of  treasurer  of  the  Mint  and  United 
States  Assistant  Treasurer,  as  now  provided  by 
law.  They  are  not  necessarily  connected,  but 
when  held  by  the  same  person,  and  the  funds 
mingled  together,  no  settlement  can  be  made 
without  at  ihe  same  time  closing  the  busi- 
ness of  both  offices  and  taking  an  account  of 
each.  This  involves  the  expense  of  precipi- 
tating the  bullion  in  solution  and  taking  a 
general  inventory  of  the  Mint. 

These  are  the  only  changes  proposed  in  the 
organization  of  our  coinage  system.  Other 
ipaprovements  are  provided  for  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Mint  and  manipulation  of  tbe  metals. 
The  duties  of  the  officers  are  more  clearly  de- 
fined, the  wants  of  the  public  more  fully  met, 
and  existing  laws  modified  in  accordance  with 
modern  improvements  in  metallurgical  science. 
These  changes  relate  principally  to  alloys,- 
coins,  wastage,  tolerance  of  the  Mint,  and 
abrasion  or  the  natural  wear  of  the  lawful 
coinage. 

ALLOTS.' 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  provides 
that  tbe  standards  of  gold  and  silver  shall  be 
such  that  of  one  thousand  parts  by  weight 
nine  hundred  shall  be  pure  metal  and  one 
hundred  alloy  $  the  alloy  of  tbe  silver  coins  to 
be  of  copper,  and  tbe  alloy  of  the  gold  coins 
to  be  of  copper  or  copper  and  silver,  but  that 
the  silver  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  tenth  of 
the  whole  alloy.  This  is  the  law  now,  except 
as  to  the  all<w  of  gold,  which  is  allowed  to  be 
fifty  parts  of  silver  and  fifty  parts  of  copper. 

Tha  uBproY^maoU  io  leparaUng  metals  aave, 


however,  rendered  it  easy  and  practicable  to 
take  the  silver  from  gold  up  to  and  evf^n  higb«r 
than  nine  hundred  and  ninety  parts  io  evenr 
thousand,  and  the  amendment  proposed  will 
have  the  effiect  of  saving  the  forty  pans  of 
silver  which  are  now  lost,  and  at  the  same  time 
making  the  gold  coins  of  uniform  color  and 
hardness.  In  Spaiu,  France,  Italy,  Belgium, 
and  most  of  tbe  German  States,  the  standi 
of  fineness  is  the  same  as  ours,  or  nine  t«Qtbs 
pure  metal  and  one  tenih  alloy.  In  Cnglaod 
11  is  eleven  twelfths  pure  metal  and  o&e 
twelfth  alloy.  The  difference  m-iy  be  ex* 
pressed  thus :  United  States,  pure  naetal,  f^^^ ; 
England,  pure  metal,  j(i^.  The  advantage 
of  the  decimal  ratio  is  obvious. 

OOIKS. 

The  gold  coins  provided  for  are  as  follows: 

^Voy  trrauu. 

Double  ea«le,  ($20.) — ^516 

Kairle.($10) ...^i 

Half  caglo,  ($5) ^^I'J^ 

Quarter  eagle,  {$2  50) 64^5 

Tbree-doUar  piece.  (i3) ~ a  A 

One  dollar,  ($1)  the  uuit  of  value .^  '2^J6 

Which  are  declared  to  be  a  legal  tender  for  all 
sums  at  their  denominational  valae.  A^ide 
from  the  three  dollar  gold  piecet  which  i^  a 
deviation  from  our  metrical  ratio,  and  there- 
fore objectionable,  tbe  only  change  in  the 
present  law  is  in  more  clearly  specifying  the 
gold  dollar  as  the  unit  of  value.  This  vas 
probably  tbe  intention,  and  perhaps  tbe  effect 
of  tbe  act  of  March  3,  1849,  but  it  ought  not 
to  be  left  to  inference  or  implication.  The 
value  of  silver  depends,  in  a  great  measonr^ 
upon  the  fluctuations  of  the  market,  and  the 
supply  and  demand.  Gold  ia  practically  the 
standard  of  value  among  all  civilized  uatioiiN 
and  the  time  has  come  in  this  country  wbeo 
the  gold  dollar  should  be  distinctly  declare  to 
be  the  coin  representative  of  the  money  uoiu 
In  1816^  an  act  of  the  English  Pariiameot 
establisbecl  gold  as  the  sole  standard  of  va!ue 
in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  following  ez 
tract  from  the  elaborate  report  of  the  deputy 
master  of  the  British  mint  for  1870,  shows  the 
views  there  entertained  upon  this  imporuirit 
question : 

**  In  1816  a  oommittee  of  the  privy  oonneil  made  a 
report  on  the  coinage,  whieh  recommended  tbe  ia- 
portant  and  beneficial  resulationa  whieh  to  Lbisdaj 
govern  tbe  currency  of  tbe  United  Kinadoiu.  it 
recommended  that,  while  no  ebanye  should  be  made 
in  the  standard  of  either  the  gold  or  silver  cuiiis, 
the  former  should  be  oonatituted  the  sole  standard 
of  value,  and  the  latter  converted  into  a  token  O'.u- 
age.  which,  while  passing  at  its  nominal  indie;&J  ui 
its  real  value,  should  form  a  subsidiary  ourrcoejr  ror 
domestic  use,  without  the  liability,  which  had  D«t:a 
attended  with  such  disastrous  results,  ot  being  ex- 
ported from  the  kingdom  whenever  the  high  nrke 
of  silver  rendered  such  an  operation  profitable.  v>i  c 
this  view  the  committee  proposed  that  no  chsa^e 
should  be  made  in  the  weight  of  the  gold  coini  a?  9ci 
forth  in  tbe  then  existing  mint  indenlare.  but  ib^t 
the  number  of  shillings  coined  from  the  pound  in-y 
should  be  increased  from  sixty-two  to  sixty-six. 

"  In  this  report  ;nay  be  traced  the^eeummeoda- 
tions  made  by  Charles,  Earl  of  Liverpool,  in  a  letter 
to  the  king,  dated  the  7tb  of  May.  180^  in  which  xu*- 
advantages  of  a  single  measure  ot  val  ae,  and  of  g'Ad 
as  that  measure,  are  set  forth  with  aforee  and  clear- 
nciis  beyond  all  praise.    This  letter,  which  ha^  crer 
since  its  publication  remained  a  text-book  of  the 
subject  to  which  it  relates,  contains  a  history  of  iDd 
coinage  of  England  from  its  earliest  date  till  toe 
commencement  of  the  present  century,  and.  wbtk 
calling  attention  to  the  very  defective  atate  of  lac 
silver  currency,  which  had  at  that  time  been  re- 
duced by  wear  to  the  condition  of  mere  coooters, 
without  design  or  mark  of  any  kind  to  disiiniraisii 
them  as  the  c^ins  of  the  realm,  points  oat  that  g^lii 
had  during  the  last  hundred  years  been  in  effect  tbe 
sole  standard  of  value,  and  that  the  true  intere»t  ot 
the  country  imperatively  demanded  that  it  fbou!4 
be  legally  made  so  for  tbe  future.    Lord  LireTi><.*cl 
sums  up  his  proposals  by  tbe  statement  that  'iiii 
evident  that  where  the  function  of  the  gold  coins 
as  a  measure  of  property  ceases,  there  that  of  the 
silver  coin  should  begin,  and  that  where  the  taac- 
tion  of  the  silver  coins  in  this  respeot  oeaacs.  tber» 
that  of  copper  should  begin.'    In  conseqnence  ot  tb« 
report  *  made  by  tbe  committee,  an  act  of  Par) tarn ciat 
was  passed  in  1866. 56  George  III,  chapter  dei.  sulfc>u&- 
tially  carrying  their  recommendations  into  effect.'  '* 

Tbe  silver  coins  provided  for  are  the  doiisr, 

384  grains  troy,  the  half  dollar,  quarter  dollar, 

and  dime  of  the  value  and  weight  of  one  halt', 

one  quarter,  and  one  tenth  of  the  dollar  re* 

speotively;  aad  they  are  mftde  a  l^gal  tender 
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br  all  Bums  not  exceeding  five  dollars  at  any 
)ne  pnyment.  The  silver  dollar,  as  now  is^soed, 
n  worth  for  ballion  8^  cent^  more  than  the 
^old  dollar,  and  7)-  cents  more  than  two  half 
inllars.  Having  a  greater  intrinsic  than  nom- 
nnl  value,  it  is  certain  to  be  withdrawn  from 
jirculalion  whenever  we  return  to  specie  pay- 
nent,  and  to  be  used  only  for  manufacture 
uid  exportation  as  bullion. 

The  history  of  the  American  silver  dollar  is 
lomewhat  remarkable.  The  following  article 
rom  the  New  American  Cyclopedia  furnishes 
lu  explanation  of  the  contusion  it  has  caused 
n  our  metal  currency  and  foreign  exchange : 

"The  dollar  unit,  as  money  of  account,  was  estab- 
ished  by  act  of  Oongress  April  2, 1792.  and  the  same 
Ltit  provides  for  the  ouinageof  a, silver  dollar  *of 
he  value  oi  a  Spanish  milled  or  pillar  dollar,  as  the 
»me  is  now  carrent.'  The  silver  dollar  was  firitt 
coined  in  1794,  weiffhing  416  crains,  of  which  37U 
rrains  were  pure  silver,  the  fiueoesa  beioff  892.4 
li(tu^anUtht<.  The  act  of  January  18,  18;i7,  reduces 
bo  standard  weight  to 412^  grains,  bat  increases  the 
iiieDc«iS  to  900  thonsaDdihs,  the  qaantity  of  pure 
ilver  remaining  37i  grains  as  Uufore,  and  at  these 
ato.<  it  is  still  coined  in  limited  amount. 

''The  act  of  March  3,  1840.  directs  the  coinage 
•f  Rold  dollars.  They  were  issued  the  same  year 
veigbiDK  23.8  grains.  .9  fiue.  23.22  grains  being  pure 
:old.  By  the  act  of  Ai^ril  2,  17U2,  371i  grains  of 
Mjre  silver  and  24}  grama  of  pure  gold  were  de- 
tlored  to  be  equivalent  cue  with  the  other,  and  to 
ho  dollar  of  account.  At  that  time,  as  now,  in 
Ircat  Britain.  113  grains  of  pure  gold  were  very 
icarly  the  equivalent  of  the  pound  sterling.  The 
alueol  £1  in  Federal  money.  Uierefore,  was  $4,566. 
Viur  to  this  date,  and  during  the  Confederation,  tbe 
loiliir  of  account,  as  compared  with  sterling  cur- 
ency.  had  been  rated  at  49.  (kl.,  and  in  precise  ac* 
:«>rdanco  with  this  valuation  the  Gongressof  the  Con- 
ederutiou  had  established  $4*444  as  tbe  oustom-bouse 
nine  of  the  pound ster!ing.  The  efl'ect  of  theactof 
7\>2  was  really  to  reduce  tbe  value  of  our  dollar  of 
icetiuiit.  but  apparently  to  increase  the  value  of  the 
'•»U[id  sterling  about  21  per  cent.  By  the  act  of 
runt*  2S.  1834,  the  weight  of  fine  gold  to  the  dollar 
vufl  reduced  from  24.75  to  23.20  grains;  and  three 
ears  later,  January  18. 1837,  it  was  fixed  at  23.22 
;rain^,  wUcre  it  now  remains.  Comparing  this  lat- 
er weight  with  the  pound  sterling  ot  113  grains,  we 
inti  sn  apparent  increase  of  the  value  of  £1  to 
4.nM>5,  an  advance  of  almost  exaetly  9k  per  cent. 
ipoa  tbe  old  valuation  of  $4,444.  We  have  hero  the 
xplanation  of  the  existing  practice  in  this  country 
it  quoting  sterling  exchange  at  91  per  cent,  premium 
f  hen  it  is  really  al  par." 

Much  of  this  difficulty  has  arisen  from  the 
mpraciioable  attempt  to  make  the  silver  coins 
•oiilbrm  absolutely  and  intrinsically  to  the 
;old  standard.  The  office  of  the  silver  or 
'subsidiary''  coins  is  to  supply  the  public 
taut  lor  small  change.  They  are  made  the 
fikens  of  value,  not  the  value  itself,  and  are 
f'^igTied  only  for  exchange  and  circulation  at 
oine,  up  to  but  never  in  excess  of  the  require- 
leiits  of  trade.  In  Europe  they  range  from 
re  to  ten  per  cent,  below  the  gold  standard 
f  value,  thus  paying  a  seigniorage  to  the 
lovernment  and  preventing  their  exportation. 
Jnder  our  laws  the  difference  between  the 
onjinal  and  real  value  of  silver  coins,  except- 
3g  the  silver  dollar,  is  about  four  per  cent. 

The  following  statement  is  taken  from  the 
amphlet  of  Dr.  Linderman,  on  the  *^Free 
loinage  of  Gold:" 

**  The  seigniorngeon  silver  varies  in  different  ooun- 
'ies.  and  also  with  the  price  of  silver  bullion.  In 
le  United  iJtates  it  is  four  percent. :  in  Ureat  Brit- 
in  about  ten  percent.;  in  France,  Belgium,  Italy, 
od  Spain,  about  seven  and  a  half  per  cent.;  in 
weden,  over  twelve  percent. 
"The  coinage  bill  recently  brought  forward  by  the 
erinan  empire  adypts  gold  as  the  sole  standard  of 
»lue,  and  demonetixeriBitver  as  to  coinage;  but  the 
irticalareare  netat  hand  to  snow  the  extent  of  the 
iiriiiorage  on  silver. 

"  If  the  United  States  were  to  exact  the  same  rate 
'  seigniorage  as  Great  Britain,  silver  coin  and  Uni- 
<1  States  notes  would  circulate  concurrently  at  the 
efient  premium  on  gold  as  oompared  with  paper 
oney.*' 

The  seigniorage  on  copper- nickel  coins 
tould,  of  course,  be  still  larger,  and,  in  the 
)inion  of  many  eminent  economists,  not  less 
an  fifty  per  cent. 

The  bill  provides  for  the  purchase  of  silver 
lUioii  at  market  rate,  and  the  issue  of  silver 
>ins  iti  exchange  for  gold  at  par.  This  ar- 
jigement  will  give  the  Government  the  benefit 
'  the  coinage  and  prevent  any  redundancy. 
The  copper  nickel  coinage  is  confined  to  fivd' 
tnt,  three- oenty  and  one-ceut  pieces  of  oon* 


venient  size  and  form,  which  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  take  the  place  of  some  of  the  worthless 
small  coins  now  in  nse. 

The  coinag:e  of  a  country  is  an  unerring 
index  of  its  civilisation ;  and  60  long  as  coins 
are  extant  to  bear  witness  to  the  barbarity  or 
refinement,  rudeness  or  taste,  clumsiness  or 
elegance,  of  those  who  formed  and  nsed  them, 
we  have  an  unmistakable  criterion  of  their 
attainment  in  art  and  science. 

How  early  coins  were  used  history  does  not 
inform  us.  At  a  very  remote  period  the  pre- 
cious metals  were  doubtless  nsed  as  a  medium 
of  exchange  in  the  form  of  ingots,  wedges,  or 
bars.  Nearly  two  thousand  years  before  Christ 
Abraham  weighed  out  in  the  purchase  of  the 
cave  of  Machpelah  *^  four  hundred  shekels  of 
silver  current  money  with  the  merchant." 

Herodotus  ascribes  tbe  invention  of  strik- 
ing or  coining  money  to  the  Libyans,  but  the 
earliest  coins  now  extant  are  of  Grecian 
origin.  About  four  centuries  before  the 
Christian  era  coins  of  recognized  values  were 
in  general  use  among  all  nations  that  had 
arrived  at  any  considerable  degree  of  civiliza- 
tion. The  Greek  coins,  in  particular,  are  cited 
as  an  example  of  artistic  excellence.  The 
Milan  coinage  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and 
the  English  coinage  from  1649  to  1662,  were 
also  remarkable  for  beauty  of  design  and 
execution. 

In  monarchical  countries  the  obverse  of  the 
coin  usually  bears  the  likeness  of  the  reigning 
sovereign,  and  the  reverse  the  denomination 
or  value.  This,  howeve^^  ^^^  ^^^  always  the 
case.  The  following  quaint  rhyme,  taken  by 
Stowe  from  a  manuscript  in  the  time  of 
Edward  I-- 

**0n  tbe  king's  side  was  his  head  and  his  name 
written. 
On  the  cross  side  the  city  where  it  was  smitten  "" 

shows  that  local  pride  and  interest  have  ex- 
isted in  other  cities  besides  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  and  San  Francisco. 

In  republics  adevice  emblematical  of  liberty, 
as  a  female  figure  or  head,  with  thepeUut  or 
Roman  liberty-cap,  is  generally  substituted  on 
the  obverse  of  the  coin. 

The  time- honored  devices  and  legends  of 
our  coins  are  retained,  and  in  elegance  and 
simplicity  of  design,  in  the  bold  relief  of  the 
figures,  and  in  the  pleasant  impression  eon- 
veyed  to  the  sense  of  touch  and  si(|ht,  it  is 
believed  that  the  gold  and  silver  coinage  of 
the  United  States  will  compare  favorably  with 
that  of  any  nation  in  ancient  or  modern  times. 

WASTAOB. 

In  the  operations  of  the  melter  and  refiner 
and  coiner  some  waste  or  loss  necessarily 
takes  place.  The  act  of  January  18,  1837, 
allowed  to  the  melter  and  refiner  two  thou- 
sandths of  the  whole  amount  of  the  gold  and 
silver  bullion,  and  to  the  chief  coiner  two 
thousandths  of  the  silver  and  one  and  a  half 
thousandth  of  the  gold.  Improvements  in  ma- 
chinery and  a  higher  degree  of  skill  have  ma- 
terially lessened  this  wastage,  and  in  the  bill 
of  the  committee  it  is  reduced  one  half,  and 
within  what  is  deemed  a  just  and  reasonable 
limit. 

TOLiaAXOB. 

The  tolerance  or  ^*  remedy"  of  the  Mint  is 
of  two  kinds:,  on  the  fineness  of  the  metal  and 
on  the  weight  of  the  coin. 

The  legal  standard  of  gold  and  silver  is  nine 
hundred  parts  of  pure  metal  and  one  hundred 
of  alloy.  But  it  is  beyond  the  reach  of  art  or 
skill  to  get  this  admixture  absolutely  exact. 
The  closest  approximations  that  can  be  made 
will  sometimes  show  a  variation  of  a  single 
part  or  the  fraction  of  a  part.  The  present 
tolerance  of  fineness  is  two  thousandths  in 
gold  and  three  thousandths  in  silver.  After 
careful  consideration  it  has  been  thought  best 
to  reduce  this  to  one  thousandth  in  gold  and 
two  thousandths  in  silver. 

It  is  also  necessary  that  a  tolerance  or  ^*rem- 
edy''  should  be  allowed  in  the  prescribed 
weight  of  coins  so  that  reasonable  deviations 


from  mflthematical  accuracy  shall  not  be  held 
to  affect  the  weight  at  which  they  may  be  legally 
issued.  Deviations  in  the  weight  of  coins  exist 
which  the  best  balances  fail  to  indicate.  In 
such  cases,  and  in  all  cases  where  the  coin 
is  as  near  standard  above  or  below  as  it  can 

S Tactically  be  made,  it  is  allowed  to  pass, 
^ut,  in  order  to  prevent  the  general  issue  of 
light  coins  within  the  limit  of  tolerance,  the 
allowance  upon  a  mass  of  coins  should  by  no 
means  be  in  proportion  to  their  number.  If 
there  is  an  honest  effort  to  obtain  the  standard 
weight,  the  deviation  is  as  likely  to  be  above 
as  below  that  standard.  Under  the  present 
law  the  allowance  on  $20,000  in  double  eagles 
is  $2  74.  This  is  believed  to  be  too  large  a 
margin,  and  in  the  bill  under  consideration  it 
is  so  reduced  that  this  allowance  will  be  sev- 
enty-two cents.  The  tolerance  on  the  double 
eagle  and  eagle  is  fixed  at  one  half  of  a  grain, 
and  on  all  other  gold  coin  at  one  quarter  of  a 
grain. 

ABBASION. 

The  abrasion  or  natural  wear  of  coins  is  a 
matter  of  great  importance  to  tbe  Govern- 
ment and  the  public.  The  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  provides  that — 

**  Congress  eball  have  power  to  ooln  money-;  reiru* 
late  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  ooins;  and  fix 
the  standard  of  weights  and  meaaures.'* 

And  that — 

*'  No  Stitte  shall  coin  money  or  make  anything  bat 
gold  and  silver  a  legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts." 

The  General  Government  is  entitled  to  all  the 
advantages  of  this  unlimited  grant  of  power, 
and  incurs  the  correlative  obligation  of  fur- 
nishing the  public  with  a  convenient  and  reli- 
able metal  currency. 

The  coins  issued  by  the  national  mints, 
when  not  unreasonably  worn  or  defaced  by 
artificial  means,  bear  the  stamp  and  guarantee 
of  the  Government  that  they  are  worth  tbe 
sums  they  represent.  They  are  issued  for 
circulation,  and  are  unhesitatingly  received 
at  their  face  for  equivalent  values.  In  a  few 
years,  however,  a  considerable  percentage 
of  any  coin  in  active  circulation  is  sure  to 
be  worn  away.  Where  should  the  loss  fall; 
upon  the  Government  that  has  placed  the  coin 
in  circulation  and  has  a  remedy  in  the  com- 
plete control  of  the  coinage  system,  or  upon 
the  individual  who  has  received  it  in  good 
faith  and  has  no  remedy  whatever? 

As  earlv  as  tbe  reign  of  Edward  IV  it  was 
ordered  lu  Knglaud  that  '*  the  lackage  in 
weight  should  be  no  cause  for  refusing  gold 
coins,''  and  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VI  it  is 
recorded  that  Bartholomew  Goldbeater,  mas- 
ter of  the  mint,  petitioned  the  king  to  take 
into  consideration  tbe  **  great  and  unsupport- 
able  loss  which  he  had  sustained  in  the  waste 
and  loss  of  weight  in  the  melting  of  gold  and 
silver.''  It  appears  from  the  history  of  the 
British  coinage  that  the  natural  wear  of  coins 
has  always  been  borne  by  the  Crown.  In  1816 
the  old  silver  coins  were  authorized  to  be 
exchanged  at  the  mint  for  the  new  coinage 
piece  for  piece,  and  under  the  regulations  of 
the  mint  of  July  28,  1870,  gold  coins  reduced 
in  weight  by  wear  are  now  recoined  at  the, 
royal  mint  and  returned  to  tbe  importer  at 
the  full  mint  rate  of  £8.  17«.  10^(2.  per  ounce, 
without  any  charge  or  di.>duc'.ion. 

Tbe  act  of  Congress  of  June  28,  1884,  pro- 
vides that — 

"Gold  coins  shall  be  received  in  all  payments 
when  of  fnll  weight  according  to  their  respective 
valoes.  and  when  of  less  than  their  full  weight  at 
less  valae  proportioned  to  their  xespeotive  weights." 

If  the  weight  is  to  be  the  only  criterion  of 
value,  what  is  the  nse  of  having  any  coinage  at 
all?  The  pending  bill,  although  not  fully  meet- 
ing my  views  upon  this  point,  is  a  great  im- 
provement on  existing  laws.  It  provides  that 
gold  coins  reduced  bv  wear  not  to  exceed  one 
half  per  cent,  on  double  eagles  and  eagles  and 
one  per  cent,  on  all  other  coins  may  be  re- 
deemed at  the  United  States  Treasury  for  re- 
coinage  und«>r  such  regulations  as  the  Secre- 
tary may  prescrtlte  tor  the  protection  of  the 
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Government  against  fraudulent  abrasion  and 
other  practices. 

The  fifteenth,  section  also  provides  for  the 
exchange  at  the  mints  at  Philadelphia  and  San 
Francisco  of  light  gold  coins  which  have  not 
been  tampered  with  for  new  silver  coins  of  the 
same  nominal  value. 

The  effectof  these  provisions  will  be  to  keep 
coins  of  full  weight  in  circulation  and  protect 
the  public  from  loss  and  imposition.  The  Gov- 
ernment will  realize  a  profit  of  from  two  to 
three  per  cent,  on  the  silver  exchanged  for  gold 
coins,  and  this  will  doubtless  counterbalance 
the  loss  on  the  gold  received  through  the  Uni- 
ted States  Treasury  for  recoinage. 

There  is  one  other  feature  of  this  bill  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  House  ought  per- 
haps to  be  called.  I  refer  to  the  provision 
contained  in  the  forty  seventh  section  author- 
izing the  mints  to  exchange  under  proper 
restrictions  unparted  for  parted  or  refined 
bullion. 

All  bullion  received  at  the  Mint  is  first 
carefully  melted,  and  the  fluid  metal  stirred 
until  it  is  homogeneous  preparatory  to  the 
assay.  Gold  in  its  natural  state  has  always 
more  or  less  silver  combined  with  it,  which 
must  be  separated  before  it  is  fit  for  coinage. 
This  operation  is  called  ^^  parting/'  or  **  refin- 
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In  order  to  properly  effect  the  separation  of 
gold  and  silver,  several  processes  hwve  been 
employed.  The  operation  which  has  been 
longest  in  use  in  the  United  States  Mint  is 
known  as  the  "nitric  acid  process,^'  and  is 
based  upon  the  fact  that  silver  is  soluble  in 
nitric  acid,  while  gold  is  not.  This  process  is 
governed  by  well  known  laws  of  chemical  affin- 
ity ;  has  no  deleterious  influences,  and  yields 
gold  ranging  in  fineness  from  nine  hundred 
and  ninety  thousandths  to  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-three  thousandths  pure  metal,  the  bal- 
ance oeing  silver  not  parted,  which  constitutes 
a  part  of  the  legal  alloy. 

Another  process  which  has  been  extensively 
used  during  the  last  few  years  is  known  as  the 
**  sulphuric  acid  process."  It  has  the  advan- 
tage of  being  much  cheaper  than  the  nitric 
acid  process,  and  of  refining  gold  to  a  very 
high  degree,  and  the  disadvantage  of  requiring 
expensive  buildings  and  machinery,  and  en- 

Sendering  fumes  of  the  most  deleterious  and 
angerous  character.  A  third  process  of  part- 
ing or  refining  by  the  use  of  chlorine  gas  has 
lately  been  invented,  but  has  not  yet  been 
adopted  in  this  country.  For  parting  silver 
from  gold  of  a  high  grade  and  toughening  brit 
tie  gold  it  has  probably  some  decided  advan- 
tages, but  these  are  yet  to  be  tested. 

The  sulphuric  acid  process  is  used  at  the 
New  York  assay  office  and  by  private  estab- 
lishments in  San  Francisco.  It  cannot  be 
employed  at  the  mints  at  Philadelphia,  San 
Francisco,  and  Carson  for  want  of  room ;  be- 
sides there  are  objections  to  its  use  in  any 
building  intended  for  coinage  operations  on 
account  of  its  offensive  fumes. 

The  true  policy  of  the  Government  is  doubt- 
less to  encourage  the  parting  and  refining  of 
metals  by  private  industry  and  capital  to  the 
fullest  extent.  Theauthority  to  *'  coin  money  '* 
does  not  necessarily  include  refining  any  more 
than  it  includes  the  original  production  of  the 
precious  metals. 

As  early  as  1858  Congress  passed  an  act  to 
encourage  refining  by  private  enterprise  and 
gradually  exclude  it  from  the  Mint.  And  in 
18dO  the  provisions  of  this  bill  were  extended 
to  the  branch  mints  and  assay  offices.  The 
act  of  July  15,  1870,  authorized  the  exchange 
at  the  minis  of  unparted  for  parted  or  refined 
bullion.  The  object  of  this  act  was  to  preserve 
to  depositors  the  security  of  the  Mint,  assay 
and  accountability,  and  at  the  same  time  have 
the  refining  done  by  the  sulphuric  acid  process 
at  the  extensive  and  well-managed  establish- 
ments of  the  Pacific  coast.  The  immediate 
results  were  the  saving  to  the  Government  of 
three  cents  on  every  ounce  of  bullion  refined, 


and  the  protection  of  the  Government  a^inst 
the  large  losses  of  former  years,  amounting  to 
over  a  quarter  of  a  million  of  dollars  in  the 
bullion  fund,  and  which  can  only  be  accounted 
for  upon  the  hypothesis  (as  claimed)  that  it 
"  went  up  the  chimney.*' 

Private  enterprise  and  ingenuity  can  refine 
bullion  cheaper  and  better  than  the  Govern- 
ment ever  has  done,  or  probably  ever  will.  do. 
As  a  matter  of  political  economy  this  industry 
should  therefore  be  fostered  and  encouraged  ; 
and  as  a  matter  of  justice  the  committee  be- 
lieve that  the  Government,  after  having  invited 
the  investment  of  private  capital  in  the  busi- 
ness of  refining,  ought  not  to  destroy  that  inter- 
est by  useless  and  extravagant  appropriations. 

The  import-ance  and  necessity  of  private  re- 
fining establishments  will  be  better  understood 
when  we  remember  that  in  the  United  States 
the  annual  production  of  the  precious  metals  is 
estimated  at,  silver,  seven  hundred  and  fiily 
tons ;  gold,  fifty  tons,  equal  to  $25,000,000  in 
silver  and  $35,000,000  in  gold. 

In  conclusion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  beg  leave  to 
say  that  the  rapid  reduction  pf  our  national 
debt  and  the  increased  confidence  in  our 
|>ublic  securities  clearly  indicate  that  the 
time  is  approaching  when  the  honest  ring 
of  solid  coin  will  again  be  heard  in  the  busy 
marts  of«trade  and  commerce,  and  that  it  is 
the  imperative  duty  of  Congress  to  shape  our 
coinage  system  to  the  growing  wants  of  the 
immediate  future. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  now 
vield  ten  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  [Mr.  Potter.] 

Mr.  PO  ITEtt.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  bill 
of  importance.  When  it  was  before  the  Hoose 
in  the  earlier  part  of  this  session  I  took  some 
objections  to  it,  which  I  am  inclined  now  to 
think,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances,  were 
not  entirely  well  founded.  But,  after  further 
reflection,  I  am  still  convinced  that  it  is  a 
measure  which  it  is  hardly  worth  while  for  us 
to  adopt  at  this  time. 

It  is  now  more  than  thirty  years  since  there 
has  been  any  general  revision  of  the  Mint 
laws.  The  coinage  of  modey  during  ail  that 
period  has  proceeded  from  year  to  year,  with 
such  occasional  legislation  as  changing  circum* 
stances  required,  without  there  ever  havins 
been  any  demand  for  a  general  revision  of 
these  laws.  Now,  when  we  have  suspended 
specie  payments  for  ten  years,  and  practically 
have  had^  no  coinage  circulation  during  that 
time,  a  bill  is  introduced  here  for  the  purpose 
of  revising  all  the  laws  in  respect  to  coinage, 
and  not  only  introduced  here  after  the  coun- 
try has  suspended  using  or  dealing  in  coin  to 
any  considerable  degree,  but  introduced  at  a 
period  when  there  is  no  prospect  that  it  will 
at  any  near  period  resume  coinage  circulation. 

I  confess,  therefore,  that  the  introduction 
of  the  bill  at  such  a  period  excited  my  suspi- 
cion. I  was  and  am  at  a  loss  to  gather  from 
anything  I  know  or  can  learn  that  there  is  any 
necessity  for  the  adoption  of  this  measure  now. 
When  the  bill  comes  to  be  read  section  by  sec- 
tion, I  shall  make  such  suggestions  in  the  way 
of  amendmentas  I  think  are  calculated  to  make 
it  better  if  it  should  go  into  operation.  But 
for  the  present  I  desire  to  avail  any  self  of  the 
few  minutes  allowed  me  to  stat^  generally  my 
objections  to  the  adoption  of  any  such  law  now. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill 
to  change  the  whole  system  of  officers  of  the 
Mint.  The  bill  provides  for  a  Director  of  the 
Mint  Now,  while  I  do  not  know  a  great  deal 
about  these  matters,  I  l?hve  not  been  able  to 
resist  the  conviction  that  the  bill  is  designed 
to  make  a  place  for  a  particular  person.  I  find 
that  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia, 
whose  report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
I  have  before  me,  condemns  the  proposed 
change  as  unwise  and  unnecessary  ;  and  other 
expertswith  whomi  have  personally  consulted 
have  agreed  with  him  in  that  regard. 

Then,  in  the  next  place,  this  bill  provides  for 
the  making  of  changes  in  the  legal-tender  coin 


of  the  conntry,  and  for  sobstitatiog  as  les^l 
tender  coin  of  only  one  metal  instetid  u  here- 
tofore of  two.  I  think  myself  this  would  bei 
wise  provision,  and  that  legal-tender  coiag, 
except  subsidiary  coin,  should  be  of  go.d 
alone;  but  why  should  we  legislate  oo  ihii 
now  when  we  are  not  using  either  ot  th(>54 
metals  as  a  circulating  medium?  The  bill 
provides  also  for  a  change  in  respect  of  ike 
weight  and  value  of  the  silver  dollar,  vbicii  i 
think  is  a  subject  which,  when  we  come  to 
require  legislation  about  it  at  all,  will  demand 
at  our  hands  very  serious  conaideratioQ,  u4 
which,  as  we  are  not  using  such  coins  for 
circulation  now,  seems  at  this  time  to  beu 
unnecessary  subject  about  which  to  lepsUte. 
But  beyond  that,  the  hill  provides  for  as 
entirely  new  subsidiary  coinage.'  it  protidti 
for  the  coinage  of  new  fi ve- cent,  three  Cf&t, 
two-cent,  and  one-cent  pieces,  aod  it  provides 
that  these  new  coin  shall  be  of  a  certaia  g,(j 
of  copper  and  nickel.  Now,  we  have  at  pres- 
ent in  circulation  several  hundred  miliior. 
pieces  of  subsidiary  base  coin.  They  an 
familiar  to  every  one  of  us,  aod  have  beeo  :b 
circulation  for  some  years.  There  is  Iheoniia- 
ary  nickel  five  cent  piece,  the  ordinary  niue! 
three- cent  niece,  and  the  hronze  tvoceci 
piece,  and  tne  nickel  one-cent  piece,  for  wbch 
there  has  been  substituted  of  late  years  ib« 
bronze  one- cent  piece.  Of  these  pieces  of 
subsidiary  coinage,  I  repeat,  several  handred 
million  pieces  are  in  circulation,  and  it  is  pn 

Eosed  that  in  place  of  these  pieces  vesh&l! 
ave  another  set  of  minor  subsidiary  con 
of  nickel  copper,  according  to  the  form  pn- 
scribed  in  this  bill.  For  what  reason?  iibu 
been  suggested  for  the  purpose  of  nniforicity. 
That  reason,  however,  seems  to  me  so  iosoffi- 
cient  that  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  bebird 
this  provision  of  the  law  lies  the  real  motiie 
power  of  this  bill ;  that  is,  that  it  will  make 
necessary  a  great  consumption  of  nickel 
copper  tor  sevenil  hundred  million  pieces  of 
this  new  subsidiary  coinage. 

Now,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  it  costs  it 
much  to  coin  these  subsidiary  copper-Diciel 
coins  as  to  coin  a  like  number  of  silver  orf>i<: 
coins  of  like  dimensions,  and  that  the  reco.i:- 
age  will  not  be  attended  with  any  such  advac 
tage  to  the  people  as  should  preclude  aoy  0!>^ 
of  us  from  looking  upon  this  provision  it  i 
movement  in  behalf  of  the  private  iniereia 
controlling  nickel.  This  will  be  more  apps- 
rent  to  the  House  when  I  have  the  Clerk  u 
read  the  remarks  of  the  Director  of  the  I'di^^ 
States  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  in  replv  to  tite 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  to  the  provi$ioo< 
in  this  portion  of  the  bill. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"These  aeotiooa  embody  the  prorisioos  oij^ 
oopper-niokel  bill,  providmg  for  a  newoBMi^«« 
and  five  oent  coio,  presented  to  and  not  pti^«^  ^^ 
the  laat  Congreaa.  There  ozista  oo  necesiitv.  ci 
ooDsideratiou  of  pnblic  intereet  or  coDveoieocc  w 
a  ohaoge  in  the  present  bronze,  copper,  and  t\'^" 
eoinoge,  and  the  substitution  of  ibac  propc^N  i: 
these  sections.  Id  appearance,  in  site,  vei/bi.  ab<i 
artistic  device,  the  prcjent  is  falUr  cqaal  to  tbe  pro- 

f^oaed  base  ooinaKe ;  and  «ia  regards  tbo  broDMC^' 
n  compariaon  with  the  nickel  cent  fuffffeeief  "  ^* 
auperior  in  every  pretension,  econuuiy.  coDTeoicDcj. 
easy  recognition,  Jko.  The  coj>per-oickel  ctot  w»'"" 
be  a  amall,  inconvenient  coin,  so  small  u  i'l  «- 
almost  useless :  and  the  cost  of  tbe  pruducuoo,  a>i« 
a  careful  calculation  by  some  of  tbe  mo»(  cir«r|- 
enced  officers  of  the  Mint,  would  b«  c<im  ^  i*^ 
nominal  value  in  gold.  ,   . 

"It  coats  as  much  (material  excepted)  to  dak^  > 
ooDper-niokel  cent  as  a  gold  doable  ca^ie. 

If  every  consideration  of  economy  Md  »  a*-'" 
to  prevent  useless  waste  of  the  pubhcmonej  »J] 
demns  the  authoriaing  of  the  coinage  of  sou  KeK^ 

per  one-cent  piece,  why  introduce  a  three  »nu  J 
eent  pieoe  of  the  same  metals  and  proportioD-s^o  ' 
the  existing  coins  of  tbe  same  deaomia»tioD*  a^< 
eaual,  if  not  superior,  to  the  proposed?  ,  , 

^'  Then,  again,  the  proposition  to  abolish  the  s.  J' 
five-cent  piece  in  aid  of  the  niokel  com  ifi  ooe  u« 
would  be  by  common  consent  coDdemoed.  P^r^'^ 
larly  in  a  country  like  ours,  abounding  >» '''  ^ 
ores,  and  near  the  day  of  the  resompnoDoi  n^' 
payments.    We  cannot  ad  vise  thin  chanfe- 

Mr.  POTTER.  That  is  the  letter  of  « 
Director  of  the  Mint  of  the  United  Stott^  •^^ 
Philadelphia  to  the  Secretary  of  the  f  rea^"^ 
in  respect  to  the  provisions  of  the  bill  of  t&<^ 
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last  Congress,  which  in  these  respects  corre- 
sponds with  the  pending  bill. 

I  know  it  will  be  said  there  is  to  be  no  forced 
substitution  of  the  new  coin  for  the  old,  but 
only  that  so  far  as  new  coin  shall  be  required 
it  shall  be  issued  under  the  provisions  of  this 
bill.  But  it  should  be  remembered  that  this 
subsidiary  coin  is  base  coin,  and  is  of  no  in- 
trinsic value  whatever.  Its  vaUi'^  consists  in 
the  provision  of  law  for  the  rei'  jiption  of 
subsidiary  coins  by  the  paper  currency  of  the 
Qovernment.  Now,  I  apprehend  that  it  will 
be  in  the  power  of  the  officers  of  the  Treasury 
Department  to  so  manage  the  redemption  of 
the  present  base  coin  as  to  make  it  less  avail- 
able than  the  proposed  copper- nickel  subsidiary 
coinage,  and  thus  induce  their  exchange,  and 
in  effect  force  the  new  coinage  directed  by  this 
bill  into  circulation  instead,  until  all  the  pres- 
ent base  coin  is  changed  for  the  new  subsidiary 
copper-nickel  coin  provided  for  in  this  bill. 

Generally,  in  looking  over  this  bill,  I  am 
disposed  to  agree  with  the  Director  of  the  Mint 
of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia  when  he 
says  **  the  proposed  bill  so  far  as  it  is  a  copy  of 
the  existing  laws  is  to  be  approved,  but  the 
alterations  suggested  with  very  few  exceptions 
are  changes  without  any  improvement,  nor  do 
they  provide  any  remedy  for  supposed  defects 
beyond  what  now  exists."  When,  sir,  the 
House  comes  to  look  through  the  bill  and  see 
what  it  is,  it  will  find,  I  think,  that  it  is  a 
measure  providing  for  the  recoinageof  several 
hundred  millions  of  pieces  of  subsidiary  nickel 
coin  to  take  the  place  of  the  existing  five-cent 
piece,  the  existing  three-cent  piece,  and  the 
existing  two  and  one  cent  pieces  to  no  public 
advantage  and  to  the  gain  of  the  nickel  owners, 
but  at  a  great  expense  to  the  people.  There  is 
also  a  section  of  the  bill  to  winch,  when  we 
come  to  it,  I  shall  particularly  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  oy  which  the  purchase  of 
nickel  is  left  in  the  hands  of  the  officers  cre- 
ated by  this  measure,  with  a  discretion  which 
should  not  be  permitted  and  which  I  think 
may  be  in  the  last  degree  dangerous. 

There  are  also  other  provisions  in  the  bill 
which  seem  to  me  to  militate  against  its  being 
adopted  at  all  at  this  time.  For  instance,  the 
provision  in  regard  to  refining,  which  I  think 
was  intended  to  protect  a  system  of  private 
refining  which  now  exists  at  San  Francisco, 
iu  regard  to  which,  I  presume,  I  differ  from  my 
friend  on  my  left,  [Mr.  Sargent,]  in  thinking, 
as  I  do,  that  it  is  very  disadvantageous  to  the 
Government.  One  intention  of  the  bill,  I 
>^lieve,  was  to  protect  that  system,  as  I  shall 
«eek  to  show  when  the  occasion  comes. 

The  time  allowed  to  me  being,  however, 
about  exhausted,  I  will  only  repeat,  sir,  that  I 
think  no  sufficient  reason  has  been  suggested 
for  generally  revising  the  Mint  and  coinage 
laws  at  this  time,  and  this  consideration,  to- 
gether with  the  particular  objections  I  have 
alluded  to,  are,  it  seems  to  roe,  sufficient  rea- 
sons why  this  bill  should  not  be  adopted  now. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  yield 
now  to  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Kellbt.] 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  course 
of  my  congressional  career,  now  becoming 
somewhat  extended,  I  have  had  frequent  occa- 
sion to  notice  that  any  legislation,  however 
general  in  its  character,  which  assails  existing 
abuses,  and  would  abolish  opportunities  for 
illegitimate  profits  to  speculators,  is  met  with 
zealous  and  seemingly  organized  opposition  ; 
and  that  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  who  are  far 
above  suspicion,  are  plied  with  arguments  so 
ingenious  that,  without  being  aware  of  it,  they 
become  the  defenders  of  private  jobs,  and  ven- 
erated, because  they  are  profitable,  abuses. 

It  was  apparent  to  me  when  I  had  the 
honor  of  bringing  this  bill  to  the  atttention  of 
the  House  the  other  day  that  those  who  have 
an  interest  in  securing  its  defeat,  which  now 
amounts  to  at  least  from  a  quarter  to  a  half 
million  dollars  a  year,  and  which  would,  if  we 


were  on  the  basis  of  specie  payments,  have  an 
interest  running  up  into  many  millions,  had 
ingeniously  plied  some  of  the  leading  members 
of  the  House  with  suggestions  touching  the 
minor  details  of  the  bill,  which,  if  accepted  by 
the  House,  might  render  its  passage  impossi- 
ble. I  therefore  asked  its  recommitment  to 
the  committee.  I  grieve  to  say  that  by  reason 
of  my  connection  with  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  I  have  since  then  been  unable  to 
participate  in  the  deliberations  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Coinage,  Weights,  and  Measures. 
The  bill,  as  it  comes  amended  before  the 
House  to-day,  is  therefore  the  work  of  other 
hands  than  mine,  as  indeed  was  the  bill  which 
I  presented  and  attempted  to  have  considered 
and  adopted.  It  is  a  Dill  prepared  at  the  sug- 
gestion and  under  the  supervision  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  and  now  comes  to  us  revised 
with  much  care  by  the  Committee  on  Coinage, 
Weights,  and  Measures,  exclusive  of  the  chair- 
man, his  absence  being  accounted  for  by  the 
reasons  I  have  given. 

Let  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  hastily  point  out  some 
of  the  interests  that  are  on  this  floor  seeking 
to  protect  themselves  by  preventing  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  One  silver  bullion  dealer 
of  New  York  during  the  last  Congress  admit- 
ted to  the  gentleman  who  is  now  acting  as 
chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge  of  the 
bill  that  under  one  defect  in  existing  laws  he 
was  making  at  the  cost  of  the  Government 
from  seventy- five  thousand  to  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  a  year.  Is  it  any  wonder 
that  a  man  who  has  such  large  profits  depend- 
ent upon  the  continuance  ot  the  existing  sys- 
tem should  be  able  to  furnish  gentlemen  with 
ingenious  arguments  about  subsidiary  coinage, 
and  in  proof  of  the  lack  of  necessity  to  take 
in  the  fourteen  varieties  of  minor  coins,  and 
to  substitute  but  three  for  the  fourteen?  Bis 
profits — and  he  is  but  one  of  those  who  are  grow- 
ing fiit  and  greedy  upon  the  defects  in  our  Mint 
laws — arise  in  this  way :  our  country,  like  every 
other  civilized  Qovernment,  should  procure  its 
own  metal  out  of  which  to  make  subsidiary  coin- 
age. Now,  sir,  every  coin  of  oars  that  is  not 
gold  is  subsidiary.  Our  silver  dollar,  half  dol- 
lar, and  every  other  coin  that  is  notgold  is  sub- 
sidiary. As  gentlemen  seem  to  express  sur- 
prise at  this  proposition,  I  repeat  that  silver 
coin  is  subsidiary.  The  half  dollar  is  not  worth 
fifty  cents.  All  other  Governments  pay  the 
expense  of  minting  by  the  difference  between 
the  intrinsic  value  of  subsidiary  coins  and  the 
value  at  which  they  circulate  and  at  which 
the  Government  redeems  them.  And  such  was 
the  law  of  this  country  until  by  a  ruling  of 
Mr.  Guthrie,  when  he  was  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  Mint  was  ordered  to  receive  sil- 
ver from  private  individuals  and  coin  it.  Now, 
it  so  happens  that  a  constituent  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  has  been  taking  advan- 
tage of  that  ruling  and  deposited  silver  to  be 
made  into  half  dollars  and  other  silver  coins ; 
and  for  every  two  dollars'  worth  of  silver  de- 
posited by  him  he  gets  four  half  dollars  and 
one  ten-cent  piece,  or  the  equivalent  thereof 
Be  has,  as  he  stated  to  my  colleague  [Mr. 
BooPBR,  of  Massachusetts]  and  myself,  been 
doing  a  business  of  from  eighteen  hundred 
thousand  to  two  million  dollars  per  annum, 
giving  him  as  profit  an  annual  income  equal  to 
the  salary  ofine  President  for  the  presidential 
term.  Is  it  to  be  wondered  at  that  that  gentle- 
man should  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  that  there  might  possibly  be  some 
loss  to  the  Government  in  taking  in  the  old 
copper  and  copper-bronze  pennies  and  issuing 
new  nickel  one,  two,  and  three  cent  pieces  ? 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  desire  to  say  that  the 
taking  in  of  the  old  copper  pennies  has  noth- 
ing to  do  with  this  matter,  and  I  never  heard 
of  it. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  have  no  doubt  the  gen- 
tleman's constituent  carefully  concealed  from 
him  his  large  interest  in  it  while  he  plied  him 
with  petty  plausibilities. 


Mr.  POTTER.  The  gentleman  knows  that 
I  have  not  a  bullion  dealer  in  my  district.  I 
represent  an  agricultural  district. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  We  take  you  as  a  Repre- 
sentative of  the  city  of  New  York. 

Again,  sir,  by  a  mistake  in  our  law  it  has 
become  impossible  to  retain  an  American  sil- 
ver dollar  in  this  country  except  in  collections 
of  curiosities.  They  would  if  coined  iu  con- 
siderable numbers  be  a  source  of  enormous 
profit  to  the  silver  bullion  dealers  of  New 
York.  Let  me  show  you.  The  silver  dollar 
required  by  our  laws  is  worth  three  and  a  half 
cents  more  than  our  gold  dollar,  and  is  worth 
seven  cents  more  than  two  half  dollars.  Now, 
sir,  let  us  get  back,  as  the  gentleman  desires, 
to  specie  payment  before  we  legislate  upon 
the  mint  laws,  and  you  will  have  an  interest 
of  from  one  million  to  many  million  dollars  a 
year  here  with  its  lobby  in  end  around  the 
House  to  prevent  the  Government  from  the 
possibility  of  losing  a  few  dollars  by  substi- 
tuting copper-nickel  for  copper  and  copper- 
bronze  coinage. 

Every  dollar  we  will  then  coin  in  silver  will 
put  from  three  and  a  half  to  seven  cents  in  the 
pocket  of  the  individual  broker.  Every  half 
dollar  for  which  he  mav  deposit  in  silver  aud 
have  it  coined  will  yield  him  a  profit  of  two 
and  a  half  cents.  1  think  we  can  afford  to 
get  new  dips  cut  for  the  new  nickel  coinage  if 
the  silver  bullion  brokers  of  New  York  will 
let  us  save  the  millions  we  are  now  wasting  on 
them  in  this  way.  Besides,  sir,  by  doing  this 
we  may  retain  within  our  country  a  silver  coin- 
age, which  we  cannot  do  unless  we  do  revise 
the  laws  in  this  respect.  Why,  sir,  there  is 
not  a  merchant  in  the  world  that  would  not 
gladly  send  gold  here  with  which  to  buy  Amer- 
ican silver  dollars  and  make  three  and  a  half 
cents  on  the  exchange  of  every  dollar.  There 
is  not  a  silver  bullion  dealer  that  would  not 
gladly  supply  the  vacuum  felt  by  the  forty 
million  of  the  American  people,  who  will  use 
silver  coinage  when  it  shall  again  come  into 
use,  inasmuch  as  for  every  two  dollars  he 
would  send  to  the  Mint  he  would  get  back  two 
dollars  in  half  dollars  and  a  ten-cent  piece, 
and  a  silver  dollar,  worth  103^  cents,  iu  ex- 
change for  every  dollar  deposited  in  gold. 
Would  not  this  be  a  paying  rate  of  interest? 

More  than  this,  the  silver  coinage  of  Eng- 
land is  ten  per  cent,  below  the  gold  standard. 
Ours  is  but  four,  and  it  would  be  a  matter  of 
profit  to  the  British  Government  to  send  silver 
bullion  to  our  mints  to  be  refined,  parted, 
allowed,  and  coined  into  half  dollars,  and  then 
to  carry  it  over  to  England  and  convert  it  into 
their  own  coinage  at  ten  per  cent,  below  gold 
standard  value. 

Now,  sir,  is  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  be  made  the  prey  of  the  people  of 
the  world  in  order  to  give  large  profits  to  a 
few  silver  bullion  brokers  in  New  York?  For 
there  is  the  whole  question.  Beyond  that  it  is 
a  mere  question  of  petty  detail.  Shall  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  control  its 
'Mint?  The  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Potter]  cannot  tell  without  referring  to  the 
books  who  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Phila- 
delphia is  to  report  to,  who  the  manager  of  the 
assay  office  at  New  York  is  to  report  to,  who 
the  manager  of  the  Carson  City  mint  is  to  re- 
port to.  The  law  on  this  subject  is  in  a  chaotic 
condition.  One  reports  to  one,  another  to 
another,  and  another  to  a  third  officer  of  the 
GovernmenL  And  there  is  no  responsibility 
and  no  means  of  holding  to  duty  those  who 
violate  the  law. 

But  I  have  shown  you  but  a  small  part  of 
the  profits  that  the  bullion  gamblers  and  deal- 
ers of  New  York  city  are  making  under  our 
loose  laws.  It  has  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Government  and  of  the  Committee  on 
Coinage,  Weights,  aud  Measures  that  the 
bullion  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States 
is  loaned  out  in  the  city  of  New  York 
for    profit    to    some    one,    not  the    Govern- 
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ment.  It  bas  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Government  that  the  managers  of  the  New 
York  assay  office,  or  the  sub-Treasury,  when 
coin  is  abundant,  will  receive  it  on  deposit  and 
let  favored  parties  among  the  coin  and  bullion 
dealer  have  the  gold  bars  thai  are  supposed  to 
be  and  by  law  are  required  to  be  in  the  Treas- 
ury, and  when  coin  becomes  scarce  will  re- 
ceive bars  and  hand  to  the  constituents  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter,] 
who  are  disiuterestedlv  opposing  this  bill,  the 
coin  to  deal  with  and  make  a  profit.  Now 
here  alone  is  a  fraud  running  as  1  am  assured 
and  believe  from  three  to  seven  million  dollars 
a  year,  that  this  bill  proposes  to  check,  yet 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  would  resist  its 
pasi'age  because  something  may  be  lost  by 
changing  our  multiform  penny  and  two  and 
three  cent  pieces  into  uniform  pieces  of  one, 
two,  and  three  cents,  so  marked  that  the  blind 
man  can  tell  his  coin  by  his  sense  of  touch, 
and  the  least  sensitive  of  us  can  distinguish 
one  from  the  other  in  the  darkness  of  night. 

Now,  sir,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  make  an 
elaborate  speech  on  this  subject.  I  sought  the 
floor  at  this  time  to  point  out  the  fact  that  in 
the  existing  state  of  things,  with  specie  pay* 
ments  in  abeyance,  there  is  a  job  of  from  five 
to  ten  million  dollars  involved  in  the  defeat 
of  this  bill ;  and  that  if  we  leave  legislation 
upon  this  subject  until  specie  payments  shall 
have  been  resumed,  that  job  will  run  up  to 
anywhere  from  ten  to  twenty  million  dollars 
per  annum,  the  amount  depending  upon  the 
extent  of  our  commerce  and  our  coinage.  I 
ask  gentlempu  to  consider  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  with  the  management  of  which  I  am 
no  longer  charged  in  the  light  of  the  facts  I 
have  stated. 

Mr.  POTTER.  If  anything  was  necessary 
to  satisfy  me  that  this  bill  was  a  cover,  and 
that  it  was  gotten  up  to  be  a  cover,  for  this 
copper-nickel  operation  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, it  would  be  the  speech  just  made  by 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Kel- 
LEY.J  He  says  there  are  jobs  which  it  is 
necessary  to  correct  by  this  bill.  If  so,  then 
let  them  be  corrected. 

And  if  it  be  true — ^and  I  know  nothing  to 
the  contrary,  for  I  know  nothing  whatever  in 
respect  of  the  matter  beyond  what  the  gen- 
tleman says — that  the  assay  office  of  this 
Government  at  New  York  is  so  managed 
that  a  fraud  is  committed  upon  the  Govern- 
ment of  from  three  to  seven  million  dollars 
a  year,  then  by  all  manner  of  means  let  that 
fraud  be  corrected.  If  as  the  gentleman  says, 
the  bullion  brokers  of  New  York  city,  or  of 
any  other  place,  make  an  improper  profit, 
from  the  fact  that  they  can  deliver  a  dollar's 
worth  of  silver  to  the  Mint  and  receive  back 
more  than  a  nominal  dollar's  worth  of  coin  ; 
that  is,  coin  debased  to  the  extent  of  seven 
per  cenf- 


M  r.  KELLE  Y.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  say  seven 
per  cent. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Well,  coin  debased  to 
some  extent  below  its  nominal  value.  Then 
if  it  is  worth  while  for  us  to  correct  that  pro- 
vi:$ion  of  law,  let  us  do  so.  Only  it  will  doubt- 
less so  happen  that  when  the  bullion  dealer 
can  get  no  profit  whatever  by  delivering  a  dol- 
lar's worth  of  silver  to  the  Mint  and  receiving 
coin  of  less  real  value  in  its  stead,  he  will  not 
choose  to  deliver  his  silver  to  the  Mint  on 
those  terms.  The  condition  of  things  which 
prevails  in  this  respect  has  existed  for  years, 
if  there  is  anything  about  it  to  be  corrected — 
I  do  not  know  that  there  is;  perhaps  I  oupht 
to  be  ashamed  to  say  I  never  heard  of  it 
before — then  the  party  of  the  gentleman,  which 
has  been  in  power  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve 
years,  should  have  corrected  it  long  ago. 

liut  what  i  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  now  is  th*e  fact  that  when  I  say 
that  this  bill  provides  for  the  recoinage  of 
several  hundred  millions  of  base  pieces  of  coin, 
aud  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at  Philadelphia 


writes  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that 
the  new  pieces  will  have  no  advantage  over 
the  old,  and  no  reason  can  be  assigned  for  the 
recoinage,  except  that  persons  are  interested 
in  the  nickel  material  of  which  they  are  to  be 
recoined — when  I  say  this,  then  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Kbllet,]  who 
has  not  been  heard  of  before  on  this  subject, 
at  once  springs  to  his  feet,  and,  without  refut- 
ing a  single  objection  advanced  against  the  bill, 
imagines  constituents  for  me  that  I  never  heard 
of  before,  constituents  who  do  not  even  exist, 
so  far  as  I  know,  in  my  district,  and  imagines 
jobs  about  which  I  know  nothing,  but  which 
may  exist  for  aught  I  do  know,  but  the  charge 
of  which  come  from  him  like  the  cry  of  one 
who  escapes  and  seeks  to  avoid  detection  by 
his  cries ;  and  by  these  false  issues  would  mis- 
lead the  House  from  the  real  objections  to  this 
bill.  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  these 
facts ;  for  they  all  go,  I  repeat,  to  confirm  me 
in  the  belief  that  something  besides  a  mere 
revision  of  the  Mint  laws  was  the  purpose  of 
this  bill,  a  belief  I  derived  in  the  first  instance 
simply  from  reading  the  bill,  for  I  have  had 
no  communication  from  apybody  about  it  ex- 
cept a  communication  from  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  of  New  York,  which  I  hold  in  my 
hand,  and  from  Hon.  S.  B.  Uuggles,  who  was 
the  commissioner  sent  by  our  Government  to 
the  general  coinage  convention  held  in  Europe 
a  few  years  since.  Those  are  the  only  com- 
munications I  have  seen,  except  from  officials 
of  the  Government,  in  respect  to  this  meas- 
ure. Yet  from  the  bill  itself  aud  the  speech 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Kellet]  I  am  convinced  that  under  the  gen- 
eral form  of  revising  the  Mint  laws — a  revis- 
ion which  even  the  Director  of  the  Mint  at 
Philadelphia  does  not  advocate — that  under 
the  general  form  of  revising  the  Mint  laws 
at  a  time  when  we  have  no  coinage  in  cir- 
culation, and  we  do  noi  expect  to  have  any 
very  soon,  there  lies  at  the  bottom  of  the 
whole  thing  as  the  moving  purpose,  or  one 
of  the  moving  purposes,  this  provision  for 
the  recoinage  of  several  hundred  millions 
of  nickel-copper  pieces. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  McNeelt,]  my  colleague 
on  the  committee. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  take  no 
part  in  the  fight  between  the  gentlemen  from 
the  cities  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  [Mr. 
Potter  and  Mr.  Kellgy.]  As  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  on  a  former  occasion,  while 
this  subject  was  being  considered,  drove  the 
geiiileman  from  Pennsylvania  out  of  the  House 
with  his  bill,  I  suppose  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  has  a  right  to  renew  that  fight. 
But,  sir,  since  this  bill  was  reported  by  the 
acting  chairman,  to  which  report,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  1  then  objected,  because 
the  committee  had  not  authorized  it,  the  com- 
mittee have  carefully  and  patiently  considered 
the  reported  bill.  We  have  examined. and 
taken  the  advice  of  men  well  posted  on  the 
subject,  and  after  having  made  some  amend- 
ments I  find  nothing  in  the  bill  to  which  I 
object,  and  many  things  which  are  improve* 
ments  upon  the  law  as  it  is  now.  Still,  sir, 
I  am  not  yet  so  well  advised  upon  the  subject 
as  to  say  that  the  bill  in  all  of  its  provisions 
is  right.  It  is  an  important  subject  of  legisla- 
tion, affecting  the  circulating  medium  of  the 
country,  and  should  be  well  considered  before 
we  change  existing  laws. 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois speaks  of  me  as 'Hhe  gentleman  from 
New  York."  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  not 
from  the  city  of  New  York,  and  know  nothing 
whatever  about  the  position  of  that  city  in 
reference  to  this  bill.  What  I  have  said  on 
this  question  is  from  my  general  knowledge 
of  the  subject  as  a  Representative. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  participate  in  this  issue  between  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kbllet] 


and  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Potter.]  I  only  say 
as  one  of  the  Representatives  from  the  city  of 
New  York  that  the  gentleman  from  Peonsjl- 
vaoia  has  made  statements  with  reference  to 
the  bullion  brokers  of  New  York  and  their 
supposed  interest  in  defiuiting  this  bill  which 
are  entirely  new  to  me ;  that  if,  ontaide  of  the 
communication  referred  to  by  my  coUeagae  as 
emanating  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
and  one  or  two  articlea  in  the  Joaroal  of  Com- 
merce, there  is  any  movement  in  the  city  of 
New  York  hostile  to  this  measure,  it  certainly 
has  not  come  to  my  knowledge,  nor  has  any 
application  against  the  bill  been  made  to 
myself. 

My  prejudices,  if  I  have  aoTv  are  all  in  favor 
of  this  bill.  I  recognize  the  subject  to  be 
exceedingly  difficult  to  nnderstand;  and  I 
am  not  surprised  that  such  intelligent  gentle- 
men as  the  Itepresentative  from  Pennsylvania 
and  my  colleague  should  differ  as  to  the 
meaning  and  intent  of  certain  provisions  of 
the  bill.  Of  all  the  questions  that  we  have 
been  called  on  to  legislate  upon  daring  thi^ 
Congress  I  look  upon  this  bill  as  the  aio»t 
complicated,  the  most  intricate,  the  most  dif- 
ficult to  be  comprehended  by  men  who  are 
not  experts,  who  are  not  familisur  with  the 
practical  operation  of  coining  money  and  the 
assaying  and  refining  preparatory  thereto,  i 
have  taken  some  little  trouble  to  comprekesd 
the  bill,  and  to  understand,  as  beat  I  coald, 
the  necessity  for  it. 

There  can  be  no  <|uestion  but  that  the  lawi 
relating  to  this  subject  require  revision,  a&4 
that  this  branch  of  the  public  aerrice  demaods 
reorganization  and  improvement.  The  Coa- 
stitution  giveS'to  Congress  the  power  to  coin 
money,  to  regulate  its  value,  and  to  fix  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measores;  aad  as 
early  as  1792  it  exercised  this  authority  by  the 
establishment  of  the  first  Mint. 

It  appeared  to  have  been  the  design,  origin- 
ally, to  locate  the  Mint  at  the  seat  of  the 
national  capital,  which  was  then  at  Philadel- 
phia, but  influences  prevailed  to  retain  ii  as 
Philadelphia^  though  the  capital  has  beea 
removed.  Under  the  taw  of  1835,  however, 
branches  were  established  which  subsequent 
legislation  has  increased. 

Wiih   refierence  to  the  regulation   of   the 
coinage  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  re- 
fining and  assaying  of  gold  and  »lver  bullion, 
various  laws  have  been   pasiied.      It  i^  very 
evident,  however,  that  there  has  never  been 
any  comprehensive    plan   establmhed  by  lav 
which  regulated  the  whole  subject  and  g«ve 
it   that  importance  which  it  deserves,     it  is 
now,  as    has    been  stated   by   the  gen r legman 
from   Massachusetts   [Mr.  HoopbrJ  and   ihe 
gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Stougbtuk.J 
nearly  thirty  five  years   since  the    Mint  laws 
have  been  revi^sed.     During  that  period  there 
bas  been  a  vast  extension  of  bu8ine.^s,  a  moi- 
ti plication  of  mints  and  assay  offices,  a    re- 
duction in  the  weight  of  silver  coins,  and  a 
further  issue  of  base  coin  other  than  the  otd 
cent,  all  the  result  of  isolated  metn  of  Con- 
gress,   several   of   which   conflict    with   each 
other.    As  an  illustration  of  the  effects  of  this 
want  of  permanency  as  to  the  base  coin  from 
one  to  five  cents,   it   is    only  necessary  to 
enumerate  those  issued  for  a  few  years  back, 
as  follows : 

No.  1.  Copper  cent. 

No.  2.  Ceut— oighty-eight  per  esnt.  oepper  aad 
twelve  per  cent,  nickel. 
No.  8.  Bronse  cent. 
No.  4.  BroDso  two-cent  piece. 
No.  5.  Copper-nickel  three-cent  pleesc 
No.  6.  Copper-nickel  five-cent  ptece. 
No.  7.  Silver  three-cent  piece. 
No.  8.  Silver  fiv6-o«Dt  piece. 

There  have  been  several  other  variations  in 
coins  of  a  higher  value,  to  which  it  is  not 
npces^ary  to  refer.  At  this  time  much  of  'he 
control  of  this  service  is  dependent  noreupoa 
the  regulation  of  the  Treasury  Department 
than  the  authority  of  law. 

This  is  an  evil  which  should  be  corrected. 
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It  ia  productive  of  insecurity  and  instabilityi 
ctnd  subject  to  the  uncertaiuties  of  circum* 
etances  which  may  become  of  serious  injury. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  last  an- 
nual report,  admits  the  necessity  of  some 
immediate  action  by  Congress.  He  s^ys 
that — 

**  Although  the  mints  and  assay  offices  are  nom- 
inally in  oharse  of  the  Treasuiy  Department,  there 
is  oot,  by  authority  of  law,  any  person  in  the  De- 

Eartment  who,  by  yirtne  of  his  omce,  is  supposed  to 
e  intbrmed  upon  the  •nfajeot,  and  none  on  whom 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  oan  officially  rely  for 
information  as  to  the  management  of  this  important 
branch  of  the  Goyemment business." 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  therefore,  of  the 
necessity  of  the  establishment  by  Congress  of 
some  comprehensive  system,  which  shall  not 
only  protect  the  interests  of  the  Government, 
l>ut  also,  and  at  the  same  time,  concentrate 
the  official  authority  with  responsibility  and 
efficiency.     It  is  impossible  to  enumerate  the 
many  abuses  which  now  exists  and  which,  from 
time  to  time,  have  heretofore  been  practiced. 
It  is  said  that  in  New  York,  without  authority 
of  law,  deposits  of  bullion  were  received  not 
loD^  since  upon  which  loans  were  made  by 
certificate;  these  certificates  passed  from  hand 
to  band,  with  all  the  confidence  of  the  gold 
certificates   of   the  Government,   amounting 
to  many  million  dollars.    Thus  the  respons> 
ible  officers  of  the  Government  took  it  upon 
themselves,  without  authority  of  law,  to  issue 
the  so-called  obligation  of  the  Government; 
and   I  have  authority  for  the  statement  that 
in  some  cases  the  deposits  themselves  were  of 
an  insufficient  value  to  secure  the  amount  of 
the   certificates  issued  upon  them ;   and  an- 
other flagrant  case  is  the  present  scandalous 
job  in  connection  with  the  private  assaying 
company  at  San  Francisco.     With  reference 
to  this  case  the  New  York  Journal  of  Com- 
merce, the  leading  commercial  newspaper  of 
the  United  States,  has  the  following : 

"  This  job  originated  in  a  proviso  adroitly  ioterpo- 
lated  two  years  ago  in  an  appropriation  bill  for  the 
8nn    Francisco   mint.     It   reads:     *And  provicied 
further.  That  itshalt  ba lawful,  until  after  the  eom- 
pletioQ  and  ocoupation  of  said  branch  mint  build- 
ing, to  exchaDge  ai  any  mint  or  branch  mint  of  ttie 
United  States,  unrefined  or  unparted  ballion,  when- 
ever, in  the  opiaion  of  tbe  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury* it  can  bedoDOwitb  advantage  to  the  Govern- 
ment.'   A  large  private  establishment  in  that  city 
under  this  arrangement  secures  an  immense  job  of 
refining  most  of  tue  gold  thus  treated  on  that  ooaSt 
at  eight  cents  per  ounce  gross.    The  nominal  oharge 
at  tbe  mint  there  is  eleven  cents.    During  the  last 
flscat  year  $19,000,000  were  deposited  in  San  Fran- 
cisco by  tbe  miaers.  ,Tbe  Government' establish- 
ment should  have  received  all  this  from  tbe  owners, 
paid  them  for  it  at  a  charge,  say,  five  cents  per  ounce 
gross,  and  then  put  it  into  fine  bars  of  nine  hundred 
and  ninety -eight  thousandths  fine  at  a  profit  to  tbe 
Treasury.    Instead  of  that  the  mint  there  fixes  tbe 
charire  at  eleven    cents    per   ounce.     This  drives 
$13.nuO,0UO  direct  to  the  private  refinery.  bot$6,000.000 
ittil  reach  the  mint.     Under  this  contract  that,  too, 
is  handed  over  by  official  fingers  to  the  private 
refinery.    Eight  cents  per  ounce  is  paid  for  having 
it  tarned  into  bars,  mostly  ranging  from  nine  hun- 
dred and  eighty-nine  to  nine  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  tbousaiidihs  fine,  and  then  the  mint  takes  it  all 
(the  $i9,(iOO,000)  and  gives  coin  for  iL    If  the  charge 
for  coinage  oonld  be  abolished,  or  reduced  to  lees 
than  lis  aotaui  cost,  as  proposnl  in  this  bill,  tbe 
'ring'  would  have  a  stillsofter  thing  of  the  existing 
job.   If  tbe  SBint  should  park  the  gold  as  it  ought, 
at  a  proper  cost,  the  bars  would  be  finer,  and  at 
least  $10,000  be  saved  to  the  Treasury  out  of  the 
silver  mixed  with  the  gold,  which  is  now  wasted  or 
wholly  ttuaeoonnted  for." 

The  history  of  this  proviso  is  interesting. 
Not  understanding  how  a  provision  of  law  of 
so  general  a  character  as  this  could  get  into  an 
appropriation  bill,  I  have  endeavored  to  ascer- 
tain ine  modiis  operandi  by  which  this  was 
acompiished.  It  appears  in  the  miscellane- 
ous appropriation  bill,  approved  July  15, 1870, 
as  a  proviso  to  an  appropriation  to  continue 
tbe  branch  mint  at  San  Francisco  of  $150,000. 
Tbis  is  the  way  it  stands  in  the  law,  and  I  have 
examined  the  Journals  and  proceedings  of  both 
HouseSf  as  reported  in  the  Globe,  to  find  out, 
if  possible,  how  it  got  there.  There  was  noth- 
ing of  tbe  kind  in  the  original  bill  as  reported 
from  the  Gommitlee  on  AppropriatiMis  of  this 
fioQse,  nor  was  any  such  amendment  sng* 
gestsd  or  proposed  to  the  bill  when  under 


consideration  in  the  House.  The  bill  went 
from  the  House  to  the  Senate  without  any 
such  proviso  or  any  amendment  at  all  referring 
to  that  subject,  nor  was  any  proposed  in  the 
Senate.  Other  ameud meats  were  made  there 
which  caused  the  bill  to  be  sent  back  again  to 
the  House,  but  neither  Bouse  had  acted  upon 
or  had  proposed  to  it  any  such  proposition. 
The  two  Houses  disagreeing,  the  bill  went  to  a 
conference  committee,  which,  it  appears,  took 
upon  itself,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent 
of  either  House,  of  interpolating  this  proviso 
into  it,  and  thus  consummating  a  legislative 
fraud  in  the  interest  of  private  corporations  in 
San  Francisco. 

I  have  thus  referred  to  a  few  of  the  objec- 
tions to  the  present  business  of  refiuing  and 
coinage  by  the  Government.  Being  thus  con- 
vinced of  the  necessity  of  a  general  revision 
by  Congress  of  the  laws  and  practice,  I  come 
now  to  consider  whether  the  bill  before  the 
House  will  successfully  accomplish  that  pur- 
pose. 

So  far  as  this  bill  proposed  to  concentrate 
the  Mint  and  coinage  of  the  United  States 
into  a  bureau  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
embracing  under  its  control  all  mints  for  the 
manufacture  of  coin,  &c.,  there  can  be  no 
objection.  So  far  as  the  bill  will  concentrate 
and  simplify  the  operation  of  the  Mint  and 
its  branches,  it  will  be  a  great  improvement. 
There  are  matters  of  detail,  however,  referring 
to  the  machinery  and  organization  of  the 
bureau,  and  to  the  regulation  and  assaying  of  the 
coinage  and  changing  the  value  of  the  coins, 
which  affects  the  questions  of  the  standard  of 
value,  and  upon  which  none  but  those  who 
have  studied  the  subject  with  great  care  are 
capable  of  reaching  a  conclusion. 

Upon  the  discovery  of  gold  in  California,  in 
1848,  the  whole  amount  of  coin  in  the  world 
was  estimated  at  $1,800,000,000.  It  is  now 
estimated  to  be  about  four  thousand  millions, 
or  an  increase  of  about  twenty-two  millions 
within  twenty-three  years,  four  fifths  of  which 
have  been  coined  from  bullion  procured  in  the 
United  States.  This  large  syddition  to  the 
standard  of  value  has  materially  affected  the 
value  of  every  species  of  property,  real  and 
personal.  This  increase  is  applicable  to  every 
article  known  to  commerce,  1  he  law  of  supply 
and  demand  is  so  exacting  that  even  theorists 
like  Mill  and  others  have  been  obliged  to 
recofoize  it  Another  effect  of  an  addition  to 
the  volume  of  coin  is  felt  in  the  stimulant  that 
it  gives  to  human  energy.  This  fact  was  shown 
in  the  wonderful  chftuge  that  camls  over  the 
country  after  the  development  of  our  Cali- 
fornia mines.  For  the  ten  years  preceding 
our  late  civil  war  the  country  enjoyed  a  hi^^ii 
state  of  prosperity.  Alison,  the  English  his- 
torian, refers  to  the  like  effect  in  England. 
He  dwells  with  much  force  upon  this  subject, 
saying  that  ^^this  effect  to  the  immense  addi- 
tion to  the  currency  of  the  world,  to  the  in- 
dustry of  all  nations,  and  in  an  especial  manuer 
of  the  British  isles,  has  been  prodigious." 

None  but*ezperts  and  those  who  are  famil- 
iar, by  long  study  and  patient  examination, 
of  the  practices  of  European  Governments, 
can  comprehend  and  determine  some  of  the 
subjects  included  in  this  bill.  Indeed,  the 
depreciation  in  the  value  of  the  precious 
metals,  which  has  been  going  on  for  the  last 
twenty  years,  by  the  discovery  and  working 
of  new  gold  and  silver  mines,  has  materialiy 
affected  all  values.  The  standard  produced 
by  coinage  has  become,  of  course,  more  diffi- 
cult. The  great  commercial  law  of  supply  and 
demand  has  had  its  influence  on  this  as  well 
as  on  every  other  species  of  property ;  hence 
there  can  be  no  standard,  as  such,  made  by 
law.  Very  many  influences  operate  to  create 
a  change^  when  the  law  itself  which  attempts 
to  regulate  it  still  remains  upon  the  statute- 
books.  This  fact  has  developed  itself  in 
Europe  as  well  aa  here* 

This  bill  proposes  to  establish  a  bureau,  to 
be  attached  lo  the  Treasury  Department,  for 


the  regulation  and  control  of  the  whole  sub- 
ject. It  applies  to  all  of  the  details,  going 
extensively  into  the  operations,  and  placing 
the  whole  service  under  the  control  of  law* 
To  judge  of  the  propriety  of  many  of  these 
provisions  is  a  difficult  task  to  undertake. 
Few  persons  outside  of  those  who  have  been- 
made  familiar  with  the  subject  by  practice  can 
possibly  understand  them.  I  have  taken  some 
trouble  to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the 

{>roposed  changes  from  existing  laws  and  regu- 
ations,  and,  as  a  general  thing,  give  them  my 
approval.  There  are,  however,  some  sections 
open  to  criticism  and  doubt  about  which  the 
best  iudges  differ  in  opinion.  In  some  respects 
the  bill  does  not  go  far  enough,  and  in  others 
too  far.  I  shall  propose  two  amendments, 
one  to  section  forty-seven,  as  to  the  charge  of 
reflning  and  parting  bullion,  intended  to  limit 
it  to  that  allowed  for  and  deducted  from  the 
the  same  operation  in  the  exchange  of  unre- 
fined for  rehned  bullion,  and  that  the  privilege 
for  making  this  exchange  shall  be  open  to  all. 
The  object  of  this  amendment  is  to  prevent 
collusion  with  outside  establishments,  and  to 
make  the  cost  for  refining  no  greater  than 
necessary  to  individuals. 

I  desire  also  to  repeal  the  proviso  put  into 
the  appropriation  bill  approved  July  15, 
1870,  to  which  I  have  referred,  and  thus  to 
erase  from  the  law  a  provision  dishonestly 
incorporated  into  it,  and  which  can  have  no 
other  tendency  than  to  be  productive  of  fraud. 
I  am  opposed  to  the  Government  having  any 
transactions  or  connections  with  private  re- 
fining establishments.  The  whole  business 
of  smelting,  refining,  assaying,  and  coinage 
should  be  exclusively  under  the  control  of  the 
Government,  and  there  should  be  no  other 
connection  between  individuals  and  this  de- 
partment than  there  is  necessarily  in  the  re- 
ception of  the  metal  in  its  natural  state,  and 
the  emission  of  coin  as  a  governmental  stand- 
ard of  value  for  general  circulation.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  underutood  as  sanctioning  the  abo- 
lition of  all  private  establishments  for  refin- 
ing gold  bullion,  but  that  all  connection  be- 
tween them  and  the  Government  should  cease, 
so  far  as  employiog  them  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Government.  Great  abuses  have  followed 
this  practice. 

^ince  soon  after  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Cal- 
ifornia these  private  refineries  were  warmed 
into  existence  in  tlmi  State,  and  the  first  act, 
passed  March  4,  1853,  recognizing  them,  and 
inviting  their  cooperation  for  coinage  purposes, 
was  doubtless  lobbied  through  Congretss  for 
improper  purposes.  A  subsequent  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 20,  18G1,  served  to  turther  encourage 
the  establishment  of  private  refineries.  In  San 
Francisco  there  are  two  of  these  establishments 
which  have' succeeded  in  assuming  control  of 
refining,  and  of  excluding  it  almost  entirely 
from  the  branch  mint  in  that  city.  The  result 
of  this  has  been  to  entail  considerable  lo8S 
upon  the  United  States,  besides  rendering 
insecure  much  of  the  bullion  in  tbe  process  oi 
exchange.  The  present  arrangement,  so  far  as 
San  Francisco  is  concerned,  is  open  to  grave 
suspicions  of  collusion.  It  is  very  evident 
that  some  one  has  influence  enough  to  con- 
tinue in  existence  an  arrangement  with  these 
outside  parties  at  the  expense  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Another  objection  to  this  system  is  that  the 
Government  is  open  to  imposition  by  the 
charge  of  excessive  rates  for  refining  if  de- 
pendent upon  private  establishments,  and  this 
operates  to  the  injury  of  the  individuals  who 
deposit  the  bullion  with  the  Government  for 
that  purpose.  If  dependent  entirely  upon 
outside  establishments,  it  may  be  compelled 
at  any  time  to  submit  to  exorbitant  charges, 
whereas  if  it  is  retained  exclusively  in  the 
hands  of  the  Government,  no  such  difficulty 
could  arise.  The  present  charge  for  refining, 
both  by  the  private  refineries  and  the  Govern- 
ment, is  largely  in  excess  of  what  it  should 
be.     By  the  sulphuric  hcid  process  it  can  be 
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done  for  one  fourth  as  much  as  by  the  nitric- 
acid  ^  and  gold  can  be  refined  by  it  to  a  higher 
degree  and  in  aboat  one  fourth  the  time.  In 
Europe  this  process  is  now  universally  adopted, 
and  refining  has  been  brought  to  such  a  nice 
point  and  so  closely  economized,  as  to  cost, 
'eiiher  by  wastage  or  otherwise,  less  than  one 
eighth  of  what  it  does  here.  I  have  lately 
seen  an  elaborate  analysis  of  the  cost  of  re- 
fining in  England,  which  sustains  this  estimate 
of  its  expense.  I  am  therefore  confident  that 
the  Government  should  hold  exclusive  con- 
trol over  the  whole  subject,  from  the  ori^nal 
reception  of  the  bullion,  through  the  various 
processes  of  separation,  refining,  assaying, 
and  coinage,  until  its  nnal  completion  and 
issuance.  1  would  go  much  further,  and 
include  even  the  mining  operation,  as  has 
been  done  in  Russia  for  tnree  hundred  years. 

In  1868  I  discussed  on  this  fioor  the  policy 
and  practicability  of  the  Government  availing 
itself  of  its  mineral  properties  in  the  Pacific 
States,  and  showed  that  it  was  unwise  for  it 
to  resort  to  borrowing  and  taxation  when  it 
possessed  in  its  own  right  almost  inexhaust- 
ible treasures  in  the  precious  metals.  Some 
of  the  most  enlightened  and  prosperous  na* 
tion^  in  the  world  have  successfully  worked 
their  own  gold  and  silver  mines,  thus  placing 
directly  into  the  treasury  the  wealth  which 
we  permit  to  go  into  the  pockets  of  iudivid  ■ 
nuU  and  private  corporations.  Were  we  out 
of  debt  and  with  but  trifling  taxation,  the 
reason  for  this  assumption  by  the  Government 
of  its  mining  property  would  not  exist,  but 
situated  as  we  are,  sound  policy  requires  that 
we  should  make  available  the  wealth  which 
legitimately  belongs  to  us.  By  the  law  of 
1866,  mineral  lands  were  allowed  to  be  taken 
up  at  five  dollars  per  acre,  and  even  this  small 
sum  has  not  always  been  paid.  Adventurers 
and  squatters  have  taken  forcible  possession 
of  the  most  valuable  deposits  of  the  precious 
metals  in  the  world,  and  have  held  them  to 
tbeir  own  advantage  without  any  interference 
upon  the  part  of  our  Government.  Many  of 
these  mines  are  the  property  of  foreigners 
who  are  working  them  on  foreign  account, 
and  who  receive  regularly  the  whole  proceeds 
in  Europe. 

But  I  do  not  propose  that  we  shall  interfere 
with  existing  private  rights,  whether  legally  or 
illegally  obtained.  I  am  willing  to  concede 
them  as  vested  by  virtue  of  possession ;  but  with 
reference  to  the  unexplored  and  undeveloped 
remaining  mineral  regions,  estimated  of  in- 
calculable value,  I  would  have  the  Govern- 
ment avail  itself  without  delay.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  at  least  $2,000,000,000  in  value 
of  gold  and  silver  and  quicksilver  have  been 
procured  from  California  and  contiguous  terri- 
tory since  its  purchase  from  Mexico.  More 
than  one  half  of  this  was  obtained  at  very  little 
outlay  before  the  erection  of  costly  buildings. 
We  can  suppose,  if  such  an  amount  of  treas- 
ure could  have  been  procured  at  so  little  ex- 
pense, what  the  Government  could  not  have 
done  with  its  superior  advantages  of  capital 
and  of  power  to  procure  superior  scientific 
metallurgical  skill.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that 
the  Government,  under  a  proper  system  to  be 
devised  by  Congress,  could  organize  a  mining 
department  as  part  of  its  coinage  duties ;  ex- 
plorations could  be  made  by  competent  geolo- 
gists, the  deposits  of  gold  and  silver  be  more 
defiuitely  ascertained  and  more  efficiently 
developed;  works  could  be  constructed  and 
managed  by  engineers  of  capacity,  who  were 
familiar  with  such  operations,  and  in  a  few 
years  the  result  would  astound  the  world.  We 
would  be  able  to  supply  our  own  mintage,  and 
doubtless  have  a  large  surplus  which  would 
greatly  increase  the  material  wealth  of  the 
nation. 

There  is  another  subject  in  connection  with 
American  coinage  worthy  of  some  considera- 
tion. I  refer  to  the  proposition  to  create  a 
coin  of  universal  international  value.  This 
subject  has  been  very  much  agitated  in  Europe 


within  the  past  five  years.  In  the  summer  of 
1867  the  representatives  of  the  leading  Gov- 
ernments of  the  Continent  met  in  convention 
at  Paris,  and  discussed  this  proposition  intel- 
ligently and  elaborately.  This  country  was 
represented  by  Mr.  Ruggles,  of  New  York, 
who  has  written  much  upon  the  subject.  Our 
own  Government  has  had  much  correspond- 
ence with  others  looking  to  the  same  result. 
That  with  Sweden  was  recently  submitted  to 
the  Senate.  From  it  it  would  appear  that 
even  the  Scandinavian  States,  Sweden,  Den- 
mark, and  Norway,  have  failed  to  unite  in  an 
equal  coin  of  like  value,  and  even  the  coins 
of  Sweden  and  Norway,  which  are  under  the 
same  Crown,  differ  with  each  other. 

Although  there  is  now  an  attempt  being 
made  to  revive  this  subject  in  Europe,  it  does 
not  appear  to  meet  with  that  favor  to  which 
its  merits  unquestionably  entitle  it.  The  dis- 
turbed political  condition  of  Europe  for  the 
last  two  years  has  undoubtedly  had  its  effect 
in  preventing  the  further  promotion  of  inter- 
national coinage.  I  have  no  doubt,  however, 
that  sooner  or  later  this  will  be  accomplished. 
It  seems  extraordinary  that  the  nations  of 
Europe,  so  compact  in  population,  and  so  con- 
solidated in  commercial  intercourse,  and  uni- 
ted by  rail  and  telegraph,  should  differ  so 
much  as  to  the  value  of  the  coins  in  general 
circulation.  The  confusion,  losses,  and  diffi- 
culties to  the  trading  people,  arising  from  the 
want  of  a  coin  of  a  universal  acceptance  as 
to  value,  must  be  apparent  to  all.  Indeed, 
there  is  no  one  thing  that  more  illustrates  the 
want  of  intelligent  progress  than  this.  In  this 
country  we  have  seen  the  advantage  of  the 
national  bank  currency,  which  is  accepted  and 
received  by  its  face  value  in  every  part  of  the 
Union.  Who  would  abolish  it  and  recur  to 
the  old  State  bank  system,  where  the  rates  of 
discount  upon  the  circulating  medium  varied 
from  one  half  to  twenty  per  cent.  ?  We  all 
remember  the  losses,  embarrassments,  and 
trouble  occasioned  by  the  then  condition  of 
our  cash  moneved  system. 

While  these  difficulties  do  not  exist  in  Europe 
the  same  extent,  yet  they  do  exist  there,  to 
which  every  traveler  is  especially  subjected. 
Therefore  I  assume  that  sooner  or  later,  and 
it  may  be  very  soon,  the  Governments  of 
Europe,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case,  will  be 
compelled  to  issue  a  coin  which  will  be  recog- 
nized of  universal  international  value,  which, 
at  least  for  purposes  of  ordinary  trade  and 
commercial  exchange,  will  be  the  standard. 
Hence  it  may  be  well  for  us  to  consider,  in  the 
passage  of  a  general  law  providing  for  the 
making  of  coins,  whether  tnis  should  not  be 
comprehended.  It  is  true  that  hereafter  Con- 
gress could  at  any  time  amend  the  law  so  as 
to  meet  such  a  measure,  if  an  international 
coinage  in  Europe  and  this  country  could  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAHGENT.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentle* 
man  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wood]  is  entirely 
mistaken  in  his  statement  of  the  result  of  the 
examination  made  by  him  into  the  history  of 
the  legislation  by  which  the  provision  referred 
to  by  himself  found  its  way  into  the  miscella- 
neous appropriation  bill.  I  do  not  question 
the  gooa  faith  of  his  search ;  I  simply  say  that 
the  result  is  entirely  erroneous. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman 
that  the  search  was  made  for  me  by  the  Libra- 
rian of  the  Hall  Library  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Then  the  Hall  Librarian 
of  the  House  was  mistaken  if  he  gave  the 
gentleman  any  such  information.  I  hold  in 
my  hand  the  original  document  which  came 
from  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  contain- 
ing its  amendments  to  the  sundry  civil  bill 
at  the  second  session  of  the  last  Congress. 
I  read  from  the  heading  of  those  amendments : 

Ik  the  Srnatk  of  thb  United  States, 

June  12, 1870. 

Reiohed,  That  the  bill  from  the  Uoase  of  Kepre- 
sentativee  (U.  U.  No.  2165)  entitled  "  An  aot  making 
appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses  of  theQov- 
ernment  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1671,  and  for 


other  purposes,"  do  pass  with  the  following  amead- 
meote. 

Then  come  the  amendments,  numbered  from 
one  to  sixteen. 

I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  the  sixteenth 
amendment  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

*'At  the  end  of  line  twenty- three  insert: 
"  Aytdprovided/urtker,  That  it  shall  be  lawfal  iiBtil 
after  the  completion  and  ocoapatioQ  of  said  braseh 
mint  building  to  exchange  at  any  mint  or  braotr^ 
mint  of  the  United  States  unrefined  or  unparied  bal- 
lion  for  refined  or  parted  bullion,  whenever  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  it  can  be 
done  with  ad  vantage  to  the  Government:  Pr^rul^i, 
That  the  weight,  fineness,  and  value  of  the  batlioa 
received  and  given  in  exchange 'shall  bedelermi&ed 
by  the  mint  assay  :  And  provided  fwrtker.  That  th« 
autboritjir  hereby  given  shall  not  be  eonatraed  so  as 
to  interfere  with  the  rights  and  privileges  now  or 
heretofore  enjoyed  by  depositors  of  bullion  at  laJd 
mints." 

Mr.  SARGENT.  That  is  the  amendment 
as  it  was  adopted  in  the  Senate.  Here  is  tbe 
bill  we  sent  to  the  Senate.  It  is  the  bill  as  it 
was  passed  by  the  House.  Here  are  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  with  which  the  bill  caioe 
back  from  the  Senate  to  the  Hoane.  It  «a? 
near  the  close  of  the  session  when  the  amend- 
ments came  back  from  the  Senate  to  the  Hoase 
bill,  and  my  recollection  now  is  that  the  Hou<< 
non-concurred  in  all  the  amendments  of  ifie 
Senate,  and  sent  them  to  a  committee  of  con- 
ference. The  report  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference I  hold  in  my  hand.  The  mana^rs 
of  the  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Housd 
were  Hon.  Henrt  L.  Dawes,  Mr.  A.  Sargent, 
and  Hon.  James  B.  Beck,  and  our  report  i^ 
as  here  stated,  that  the  Senate  receded  from 
certain  of  its  amendments,  and  that  the  Hou?^? 
receded  from  its  disagreement  to  amendmens^ 
of  the  Senate  numbered  onCi  two,  three,  and 
so  on,  with  some  exceptions,  until  we  came  to 
number  sixteen,  and  the  House  receded  from 
its  objection  to  that  sixteenth  amendment,  and 
it  became  a  part  of  the  law. 

Mr.  wool).  I  said  I  had  caused  examina- 
tion to  be  made,  and  that  was  reported  to  B>e 
as  the  resuliof  that  examination.  I  have  told 
the  gentleman  and  the  House  who  made  it  fir 
me.  I  am  glad  to  be  corrected.  I  am  satis- 
fied, so  far  as  I  stated  that  it  was  placed  in  the 
bill  by  the  committee  of  conference,  in  that 
regard  1  was  in  error,  as  it  appears  it  origia- 
ated  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SARGENT.     Mr.  Speaker,  the  legisla- 
tion of  that  time  was  not  peculiar,  or  as  aa 
nouncing  any  new  policy.     As   far  back  as 
1858  Congress  provided  as  follows : 

**  Sac.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  when  pri- 
vate establishments  shall  be  made  to  refine  cold 
bullion,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy,  if  he  shAil 
deem  them  capable  of  executing  sueh  work,  ii 
hereby  authorised  and  required  to  limit  the  amocnt 
thereof,  which  shall  be  refined  in  the  Mint  at  Phil- 
adelphia from  quarter  t«»  quarter,  and  to  redoee  tiie 
same  progressively  as  sncli  wtablisbments  sball  be 
expended  [extended?]  or  multiplied,  so  as  evenc- 
ually  and  as  soon  as  may  be,  to  exclude  reficiDc 
from  the  Mint,  and  to  require  that  every  depo»t  of 
gold  bullion  made  therein  for  coinage  sfaali  be 
adapted  to  said  purpose  without  need  of  refiniac: 
Profn€ledt  That  no  advances  in  coin  shall  be  made 
upon  bullion  after  this  regulation  shall  be  carried 
into  effect,  except  upon  bullion  refined  as  herein 
prescribed." 

Carrying  out  the  idea  that  the  constitnttoDal 
duty  to  coin  gold  should  be  executed  by  tbe 
Government  of  the  United  States  did  not  im- 
ply that  the  Government  should  turn  it^^lf 
into  a  manufactory  to  do  the  refining  of  gv><^> 
or,  as  the  gentleman  from  Michigan  ^Mr. 
Stoughton]  well  said,  it  did  not  require  it  to 
do  that  any  more  than  lo  go  into  the  business 
of  tbe  original  production  of  gold. 

This  was  in  1853,  and  is  to  be  found  in  to! 
ume  ten,  page  210  of  tbe  Statutes  at- Large. 
Consistent  to  this  idea,  Congress  subsequently, 
in  1861,  as  I  find  in  volume  twelve,  pnge  144, 
of  the  Statutes  at- Large,  enacted  as  followii;: 

"  Sxc.  3.  And  be  it  /uHker  enadtd.  That  the  pro- 
visions of  the  fifth  section  of  chapter  ninety-9(»reB 
of  the  act  of  Congrera  approved  March  3, 18a3,  reqair- 
ing  the  Secretary  of  the  Xrwisury  to  tiinit  tbo 
amount  of  refining  at  the  Mint  whenever  priT«t« 
establishments  shall  be  capable  of  rufiuing  bnllioD. 
shall  be  extended  to  the  several  branches  of  169 
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Mint  and  to  the  United  States  omaj  office  at  New 
ITork  in  aU  caaea  where  depoeita  of  baliion  are 
made  for  coina  or  fine  bars." 

No,  sir,  the  provision  in  1870,  to  which  the 
gentleman  allades,  was  in  the  strict  line  of 
this  former  legislation,  and  I  believe  upon  the 
same  wholesome  principle. 

The  assertions  made  in  the  New  York  Jour- 
nal of  Commerce,  so  far  as  they  go  to  imply 
that  the  refining  should  cost  but  the  smaller 
amount  mentioned  there,  and  consequently 
that  there  is  an  overcharge  by  private  eetab- 
lishments  now  doing  this  refining  at  San  Fran- 
cisco, are  in  error.  The  essential  elements 
of  the  calculation  are  left  out.  In  private 
refining  establishments  there  are  the  establish- 
ments themselves,  the  real  estate,  the  clerks, 
the  superintendents,  as  well  as  the  skilled 
laborers  employed  in  the  various  processes 
of  refining.  But  in  the  calculation  made  in 
the  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce  nothing 
of  this  kind  is  included.  The  actual  C06t  is 
put  at  eleven  cents,  as  in  San  Francisco,  if 
you  reckon  the  cost,  the  interest  on  the  in- 
vestment of  the  Government,  the  cost  of  the 
superintendence,  and  the  clerks  who  manage 
thid  business. 

Now,  I  have  found  by  ray  own  observation 
the  fact  to  be  justified  which  I  anticipated  at 
the  time  as  a  member  of  that  committee  of 
conference  between  the  two  Houses,  when  I 
assented  to  vitalize  the  previous  legislation  of 
Congress  on  this  subject.  I  have  found  in  my 
observations  in  Caliromia  that  bullion  or  crude 
gold  in  the  hands  of  the  miner,  who  produces  it 
and  sends  it  to  the  Mint,  is  advanced  on  an 
average  one  half  of  one  per  cent.  Bullion 
went  up  at  once  in  the  hands  of  the  original 
producers,  because  by  this  process  they  were 
enabled  to  get  nearer  to  its  actual  value.  The 
Government  by  its  policy  for  several  years, 
and  by  its  legislation  of  1870,  has  encouraged 
private  establishments  to  go  into  this  business, 
which  it  ought  not  to  carry  on  itself.  It  has 
induced  capital  to  be  invested  in  it,  and  these 
establishments  are  now  performing  this  work 
with  a  guarantee  of  the  Government  protect- 
ing the  depositors,  and  at  the  same  time  pro- 
tecMng  the  Government ;  and  it  is  unfair,  it  is 
wrong  for  the  Government  now  to  cease  this 
policy,  and  to  say  that  the  capital  invested  in 
these  private  establishments  shall  in  any  event 
be  lost  or  destroyed  by  reversing  the  policy  of 
the  Government  in  this  particular. 

1  n  these  private  establishments  they  use  the 
sulphuric  acid  process,  this  being  the  only 

flace  on  the  Pacific  coast  where  it  is  used, 
t  is  a  process  which  cannot  be  used  in  the 
Mint  for  want  of  room,  and  on  account  of  the 
fumes  which  arise  from  it,  and  the  costliness  of 
the  process ;  the  result,  however,  being  a  finer 
a.s9ay  than  is  attained  by  the  old  process. 

I  do  not  care  at  this  stage  of  the  bill  to  dis- 
cass  this  matter  at  any  length  ;  but  I  wish  to 
say  that  there  are  other  reasons  besides  those 
which  have  been  suggested  why  this  bill  should 
pass.  We  now  give  a  premium  for  the  export- 
ation of  gold  from  our  own  country  by  the 
present  coinage  charge  of  one  half  of  one  per 
cent.,  a  higher  charge  than  the  cost  of  the 
coinage.  Ihe  result  is  that  our  gold  takes 
itself  away,  and  goes  over  to  countries,  such 
as  England,  where  there  is  no  coinage  change. 
The  policy  there  has  been  tested  by  experience, 
and  when,  a  few  years  since,  there  was  an  at- 
tempt to  change  the  policy  of  the  English-Gov- 
ernment  in  that  respect,  and  to  put  on  a  seign- 
nrage,  after  a  full  and  exhaustive  examination 
it  was  voted  down.  The  effect  of  sending  away 
our  gold  in  consequence  of  this  coinage  charge 
is,  that  it  depletes  our  own  market,  while  it 
necessarily  aids  the  business  of  other  countries. 

By  reducing  the  coinage  charge  as  proposed 
by  this  bill  to  one  fifth  of  one  per  cent,  we 
remove  the  temptation  for  its  exportation,  and 
so  far  give  some  advantage  for  the  resumption 
of  H]>ecie  pa]^ment8  in  thin  country.  But  if  we 
keep  up  the  change  at  the  rate  at  which  it  has 
b^<m  for  the  last  twenty  or  thirty  years'^-and 


it  was  a  new  experiment  when  it  was  intro- 
duced— the  effect  must  necessarily  be  the  de- 
pletion of  this  country  of  the  bullion  we  produce 
and  we  shall  become  tributary  to  the  London 
market,  making  that  the  bullion  market  of  the 
world,  while  New  York  or  San  Francisco 
ought  to  be  such.  ^  < 

There  are  some  matters  of  detail  in  this  bill 
which,  when  we  come  to  consider  it  by  clauses, 
I  shall  desire  to  speak  upon,  but  I  shall  not 
take  up  more  of  the  time  of  the  House  at 
present. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  want  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken 
tucky,  [Mr.  Beok,]  who  was  a  member  of  the 
conference  committee,  to  the  clause  in  the 
conference  report  which  has  been  referred  to, 
and  to  inquire  what  construction  he  gave  it  ? 

Mr.  BECK.  I  have  not  been  in  the  House 
throughout  this  debate  and  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  the  course  it  has  taken.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Brooks] 
inquires  of  me  what  was  meant  by  this  clause : 

It  shall  be  lawful  until  after  the  completion  and 
oooupation  of  said  Ift'anch  mint  building  to  exchange 
at  any  mint  or  branch  mint  of  the  United  States. 

I  suppose,  then,  that  it  referred  to  the  United 
States  Mint  and  branch  mints. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  understood  the 
matter  at  the  time,  i  thought  he  did,  because 
he  is  very  intelligent  about  these  matters  and 
this  provision  was  discussed  in  the  Senate  for 
two  or  three  days,  and  it  was  not  an  unusual 
provision,  because,  as  I  have  shown,  it  was 
enacted  in  1868  and  again  in  1871. 

Mr.  BECK,  i  only  desire  to  say  that  of 
these  matters  relating  to  mints  and  coinage  I 
was  comparatively  ignorant,  and  had  great  faith 
in  the  conferees,  who  knew  more  about  it  than 
I  did  ;  but  that  was  the  construction  1  put  upon 
it.  I  have  been  out  of  the  House  all  morning, 
and  have  just  come  in,  and  do  not  know,  even, 
what  bill  is  tip. 

Mr.  WOOD.  Did  it  give  the  right  to  pri- 
vate refiners  to  do  this  work  ? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  understand  that  the  word 
''  exchange''  simply  meant  this:  that  unrefined 
or  un parted  bars  received  at  the  Mint  might  be 
exchanged  for  refined  and  parted  bars  from 
any  person  outside. 

Mr.  WOOD.  That  is  the  construction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Exactly.  The  Mint  takes 
the  metal  that  comes  from  the  miners  and  gives 
them  in  exchange  refined  bars  that  come  from 
the  refiners  on  such  terms  as  the  Director  of 
the  Mint  sees  fit.  i  understand  that  those  terms 
now  are  to  allow  the  refiner  eleven  cents  per 
ounce  on  every  ounce  of  refined  metal,  whereas 
I  understand  that  the  exchange  can  be  made 
at  the  assay  offices  of  the  Government  at  one 
and  a  half  cent  on  the  ounce. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  That  statement  would  be 
true  if  you  provide  that  the  mints  and  assay 
offices  shall  cost  nothing  for  buildings,  nothing 
for  officers,  or  other  expenses.  The  gentle- 
man's idea  seems  to  be  for  the  Government  to 
run  an  opposition  to  the  private  assay  offices, 
on  the  ground  that  it  costs  nothing  but  for  the 
workmen  who  manipulate  the  bullion.  The 
gentleman  and  his  friends  of  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce  ought  to  consider  the  elements  that 
go  into  the  consideration  of  the  business. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  agree  with  my  friend  that 
we  ought  to  consider  all  the  elements  that 
enter  into  the  calculation.  It  costs  the  Gov- 
ernment in  actual  expenditures  for  everything 
one  and  a  half  cent  per  ounce.  It  costs  the 
private  parties  who  refine  eleven  cents  an 
ounce,  and  the  only  question  is  whether  the 
remaining  nine  and  a  half  cents  are  proper 
charges  to  cover  the  cost  of  building,  and 
superintendents  and  officers.  Now,  according 
to  the  information  I  have,  they  are  excessive. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Instead  of  costing  the 
Government  a  cent  and  a  half  an  ounce  it 
costs  the  Government  eleven  cents  an  ounce 
in  New  York. 


Mr.  POTTER.  That  is  not  the  information 
I  have.  It  is  not  the  calculation  of  the  officers 
there 

Mr!  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  wish  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  at  this  point  to 
the  danger  of  these  conference  committees. 
The  year  before  last  this  same  proposition  was 
brought  forward  here  and  met  with  no  sup- 
port in  this  House  except  from  California, 
and  here  it  is  put  in  when  no  one  excepting 
those  upon  the  conference  committee  Knew 
anything  about  it.  This  should  put  the  House 
upon  its  guard  against  reports  of  conference 
committees. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  It  may  put  the  House  upon 
its  guard  against  passing  any  laws  whatever.  I 
yield  now  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  In  reply 
to  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  in  regard  to  the 
cost  of  assaying  at  the  mint  at  New  York, 
I  would  like  to  call  attention  to  this  fact,  that 
the  expenses  of  the  assav  office  for  the  year 
ending  June  80,  1871,  excluding  the  salaries  of 
officers  and  clerks,  amounted  to  $103,^28  61. 

The  deductions  for  the  same  period  were 
as  follows :  for  parting  charges,  $24,469  62 ; 
for  bar  charges,  $15,688  86;  making  in  all 
$40,158  48,  leaving  a  difference  of  expenses 
over  income  of  $68,665  13,  and  showing  that 
even  at  the  rate  of  five  cents  per  ounce  for 
parting,  the  sum  realized  from  that  and  all 
other  charges  at  the  assay  office  bv  the  Gov- 
ernment for  refining,  parting,  and  stamping 
is  less  than  half  the  expenses  incurred  for 
wages,  materials,  and  other  incidentals. 

Mr.  WOOD.     By  the  nitric  acid  process  ? 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  This  is 
by  the  sulphuric  acid  process. 

Mr.  WOOD,  Is  not  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Hoopbr]  in  possession  of 
a  letter  from  one  of  the  leading  authorities  of 
England  upon  this  question,  in  which  he  says 
that  he  thinks  that  this  can  be  done  at  com- 
paratively no  cost  to  the  Government,  by  the 
construction  of  the  proper  works  for  the  sul- 
phuric acid  process? 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  The  ex- 
perience of  last  year  shows  that  refining  can 
be  done  for  five  per  cent,  by  the  sulphuric 
acid  process. 

Mr.  STOUGHTON.  Heretofore  eleven  cents 
has  always  been  the  price  charged  by  the  Gov- 
ernment for  refining  and  parting  ^old.  There 
were  establishments  upon  the  Pacific  coast  run 
by  the  sulphuric  acid  process  that  could  part 
the  metal  cheaper  than  it  could  be  done  at  the 
Mint.  Consequently  gold  in  the  crude  state 
was  put  in  the  Mint  for  the  purpose  of  having 
the  Mint  responsibility,  and  turned  over  to 
these  parties  to  be  refined  and  parted,  and 
they  were  paid  eight  cents  for  it,  leaving  a 
profit  of  three  cent«  to  the  Government. 

Now,  it  may  be  that  it  can  be  done  a  great 
deal  cheaper  in  New  York,  because  there  we 
have  provided  an  assay  office,  the  buildings  and 
the  necessary  workmen,  and  they  are  run  by 
appropriations  from  Congress.  When  they 
have  all  'that,  of  course  they  can  refine  the 
gold  cheaper.  But  take  that  out  of  the  ac- 
count and  thev  cannot  refine  gold  any  cheaper 
there  than  in  San  Francisco.  I  insist  that  it  is 
cheaper  for  the  Government  to  have  the  gold 
refined  at  private  refiners  in  San  Francisco, 
than  to  compel  people  to  bring  it  all  the  way 
across  the  continent  to  New  York  to  be  refined. 
It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  General  Government  to 
refine  gold.  The  Constitution  gives  Congress 
power  to  make  all  laws  relating  to  the  coinage 
of  money,  not  the  refining  of  metals.  That 
properly  belongs  to  individual  enterprise.  It 
would  be  better  to  encourage  the  establish- 
ment of  private  institutions  for  that  purpose, 
than  for  the  Government  to  arrogate  t''*  itself 
a  branch  of  business  which  is  not  guarantied 
to  it  by  the  Constitution,  and  which  does  not 
properly  belong  to  it. 

Mr.  iiOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  propose 
now  to  offer  some  amendments  to  this  bill. 
The  first  is  to  the  first  .section  of  the  bill,  to 


2316 


THE  CONGEESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  9, 


strike  oat  the  words  '*  or  assay/  *  and  insert  the 
words  *^  and  all'*  before  the  words  **•  officers 
for  the  stamping  of  bars." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  There 
are  several  verbal  amendments  which  do  not 
change  the  character  of  the  bill,  and  which  I 
have  handed  to  the  Clerk  to  be  noted  by  him. 
I  will  call  attention  to  one  or  two  that  are  more 
important.     In  section  fourteen  of  the  bill 

Mr.  W  OOD.  1  understood  that  this  bill  was 
to  be  read  by  sections  for  amendment  I 
would  suggest  to  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Hooper]  to  allow  that  to  be 
done,  and  his  amendments  can  be  acted  upon 
when  they  are  reached. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  Very 
well.  I  will  ask  unanimous  consent  that  this 
bill  be  considered  by  sections  in  the  House  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  under  the  five 
minutes  rule. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

The  first  section,  as  amended,  was  read  as 

follows : 

That  the  Mint  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  estab- 
lished as  a  bureau  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
cmbraoing  in  its  orgaDisation  and  under  its  ountrol 
all  inints  for  the  manufacture  of  coin,  and  all  offices 
for  the  stamping  of  bars,  which  are  now  or  which 
may  be  hereafter  authorised  by  law.  The  chief 
officer  of  the  said  bureau  shall  be  denominated  the 
Director  of  the  Mint,  and  shall  be  under  the  general 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  lie  shall 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  shall  hold 
his  office  for  the  term  of  five  years,  unless  sooner 
removed  by  the  President,  upon  reasons  to  be  com- 
municated by  him  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  move  to 
strike  out  section  one  of  the  bill.  I  frankly 
avow  that  my  object  in  doing  so  is  to  end  this 
bill.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  the  most  fiir- 
cieal  spectacle  that  Congress  can  present  at 
this  time,  when  Uncle  Sam  is  covered  all  over 
with  rags,  from  bead  to  foot,  and  there  is  not 
a  portion  of  his  garments  fit  to  wear  in  public, 
for  all  is  so  ragged;  when  no  member  of  this 
House  has  seen  a  silver  dollar  or  a  golden 
eagle,  except  as  a  cariosity  in  a  museum,  for 
some  four  or  five  or  six  or  seven  years,  and 
when  there  is  no  probability  of  seeing  another 
golden  eagle  for  some  six  or  seven  years  to 
come.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  the  greatest  of 
farcer  for  this  House  to  present  sach  a  spectacle 
as  I  his,  one  fit  for  the  pencil  of  Morgan  or 
Nast  in  the  caricatures  ot  the  day ;  this  exhi- 
bition of  two  hundred  and  forty  intelligent 
gentlemen  deliberating  upon  the  subject  of 
coins  &nd  coinage ;  more  especially  when  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has 
recently  declared  that  gold  and  silver  are  no 
longer  money,  but  that  under  the  power  in  the 
Constitution  to  coin  money  there  is  power  to 
print  in  the  Treasury  building  Treasury  rags 
at  the  disposal  and  under  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress. What  farce  greater  than  this  is  ever 
enacted  in  any  comic  theater  here  or  elsewhere  ? 
What  is  more  calculated  to  excite  ridicule  in 
the  country  than  so  extraordinary  a  spectacle  ? 

If  my  honorable  friend  from  Massachusetts, 
[Mr.  HooPBR,]  who  hitherto  or  in  better  days 
gone  by  led  the  van  of  specie  payment,  and 
whose  heart  is  sound  and  right  on  that  score 
now,  and  whose  duty  it  is  with  sound  heart 
and  sound  head  to  give  utterance  to  the  sound- 
ness of  his  sentiments,  hud  in  a  bill  like  this 
advocated  the  resomption  of  specie  payments, 
I  should  have  stood  side  by  side  with  him  in 
advocacy  of  his  bill.  But  I  decline,  Mr. 
Speaker,  here  or  elsewhere,  in  this  magnifi- 
cent theater  of  the  Capitol  or  any  other  comic 
play-house,  to  take  part  in  the  performance  of 
any  ridiculous  act  like  this  to  coin  gold  and 
silver  when  no  one  has  seen  gold  and  silver 
for  several  years. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SAUGENT.  As  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  RakdallJ  near  me,  has 
very  well  suggested,,  the  gentleman  from  New 
fork  has  not  in  his  speech  stared  a  single,  sol- 
itary objection  against  the  passage  of  this  bill. 


Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  have  de- 
clined to  play  in  any  such  performance. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  If  the  bill  were  to  pro- 
vide for  the  removal  of  the  United  States  Mint 
to  the  city  of  New  York,  then,  of  course,  it 
would  be  all  right  in  the  gentleman's  estima- 
tion, and  he  would  be  ready  to  advocate  its 
provisions. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  The  whole 
thing  is  extremely  comic  to  me. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  thinks  it  extremely  comic  for  members 
of  the  House  to  sit  here  and  gravely  consider 
the  provisions  of  this  bill.  I  think,  however, 
he  will  find  it  extremely  difficult  to  exclude 
from  consideration  the  fact  that  the  annual 
production  of  gold  and  silver  in  this  country 
amounts  to  about  seventy  million  dollars. 
Now,  sir,  if  it  be  true  that  by  the  provisions 
of  the  coinage  laws,  as  they  are  now,  most  of 
the  gold  and  silver  produced  in  this  country 
takes  wings  and  flies  to  other  countries,  thus 
rendering  it  impossible  if  the  depletion  of  the 
precious  metals  shall  continue  to  take  place, 
for  us  to  return  to  specie  payments,  which  the 
gentleman  does  not  seem  to  anticipate  will 
ever  take  place,  it  may  be  well  for  us  to  con- 
sider, Mr.  Speaker,  whether  it  is  not  time 
now  to  80  amend  the  lawaa  to  enable  us  to  keep 
this  gold  and  silver  in  our  own  midsL  That 
consideration  alone  ought  to  raise  this  bill  in 
the  estimation  of  the  House,  and  in  this  re- 
spect secure  from  even  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  serious  attention.  In  this  bill  there 
are  very  many  useful  provisions  in  view  of  the 
interests  and  wants  of  the  country  at  this  time, 
and  if  Congress  has  neglected  them  heretofore, 
it  is  the  very  best  reason  in  the  world  why  they 
should  no  longer  be  left  unprovided  for. 

Now,  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr. 
Brooks]  does  not  seem  to  understand  that 
there  are  now  some  sections  of  the  Union 
where  gold  circulates  by  the  million  of  dollars, 
and  that  there  are  also  some  parts  of  the 
country  where  silver  circulates  by  the  million 
of  dollars. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Like  cotton 
and  sugar. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  No,  sir;  but  as  coin.  Upon 
the  Pacific  gold  and  silver  are  the  regular  circu- 
lating medium,  and  there  is  nothing  except  a 
mere  artificial  barrier  between  that  portion  of 
the  country  and  all  the  rest  on  account  of  the 
circulation  throughout  the  Pacific  coast  of 
gold  and  silver. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  POTTER  rose. 

The  SPEAKER.  No  further  amendment 
is  in  order,  and  debate  on  the  pending  amend- 
ment has  been  exhausted. 

Mr.  BliOOKS,  of  New  York.  I  withdraw 
my  amendment. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  renew  it.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  not  unmindful  of  the  specie  produced  in 
this  country;  but  let  me  ask  the  gentleman 
from  California  whether  he  thinks  specie 
payments  can  be  restored  by  any  device  we 
can  impress  upon  the  coin  of  the  country  at 
a  time  when  the  Government  paper  in  cir- 
culafion  is  worth  but  ninety  cents  on  the 
dollar  of  its  nominal  value?  The  geaileman 
says  we  can  reduce  the  coinage  charge.  Now, 
bow  much  is  the  coinage  charge  ? 

Mr.  SARGENT.     One  half  of  one  per  cent. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Now,  will  the  reduction  of 
one  half  of  one  per  cent,  put  gold  in  circulation 
when  the  paper  currency  is  now  nearly  eleven 
per  cent,  below  par  ? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  It  will  keep  it  in  the 
country,  so  as  to  be  here  for  coinage  purposes. 

Mr.  POTTER.  It  will  keep  it  in  the  country 
so  as  to  be  here  for  coinage  purposes  1  VVhy, 
it  is  here  for  coinage  purposes  now,  and  if  it 
is  not  coined  with  the  stamp  of  the  Federal 
Government  on  it,  it  is  because  it  cannot  after 
it  is  so  stamped  be  used  for  circulation  in 
this  country,  but  instead  goes  to  conntries 
where  it  can  be  used,  countries  which  do  use 
coin  as  their  medium  for  circulation,  and  there 


gets  the  stamp  of  those  countries  upon  it.  No 
amount  of  legislation  can  make  com  circoUt^ 
for  more  than  its  intrinsic  worth,  except  small 
coins  for  subsidiary  purposes  and  withio  aar- 
row  limits ;  for  if  you  stamp  on  the  coin  afa!s« 
value,  it  will  nevertheless  circuUte  only  at  iu 
true  value. 

if,  however,  there  are  any  excessive  charj^s 
on  account  of  coinage,  I  say  reduce  them.  Bai 
if  the  gold  and  silver  go  away  to  other  coon- 
tries,  it  is  because  they  are  wanted  as  a  drcQ- 
lating  medium  when  Uiey  get  to  those  coun- 
tries, while  we  do  not  so  use  them  here.  I 
will  go  band  in  hand  with  anj  man  who  wishei 
the  country  to  get  back  to  specie  paymeotg. 
But  there  is  only  one  way  in  which  that  cu 
be  done.  It  is  to  make  a  dollar  of  lej^lka- 
der  paper  redeemable  by  and  so  equal  Id  actoil 
value  to  a  real  dollar.  No  cootrivaoce  ot 
putting  stamps  upon  these  coins,  or  of  reooia- 
lug  the  coin  and  patting  on  another  Etamp 
instead  of  the  present  one,  will  make  the  com 
worth  one  cent  more  than  the  real  iniriDsie 
value  it  possesses ;  and  all  measures  to  gire 
a  &lse  and  arbitrary  value  to  the  coin  of  m 
country  will  prove  here,  as  they  have  prored 
everywhere,  a  delusion.  And  if  that  u  ooe 
of  the  purposes  of  this  bill  it  is  not  a  purpose 
which  should  commend  it  to  ourcoasideratioo. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  wish  to  ask  the  teDtie- 
man  who  has  just  spoken  [Mr.  PonESjif  lie 
knows  of  any  Government  in  the  world  wbica 
makes  its  subsidiary  coinage  of  full  raloe? 
The  silver  coin  of  England  is  ten  per  ml 
below  the  value  of  gold  coin.  And  actioi 
under  the  advice  of  the  experts  of  this  coaa* 
try,  and  of  England  and  France,  Japan  kaa 
made  her  silver  coinage  within  the  last  jear 
twelve  per  cent,  below  the  value  of  gold  coio, 
and  for  this  reason :  it  is  impossible  to  reuin 
the  double  standard.  The  values  of  gold  aod 
silver  continually  fluctuate.  You  cannot  de- 
termine this  year  what  will  be  tbe  reUtire 
values  of  gold  and  silver  next  year.  Thej 
were  fifteen  to  one  a  short  time  ago ;  the;  are 
sixteen  to  one  now. 

Hence  all  experience  has  shown  that  joa 
must  have  one  standard  coin,  which  sbail  be 
a  legal  tender  for  all  others,  and  then  you  mt; 
promote  your  domestic  convenience  hy  haFiD; 
a  subsidiary  coinage  of  silver,  which  shall  c>r- 
culate  in  all  parts  of  your  country  as  legal 
tender  for  a  limited  amount,  and  be  redeem- 
able at  its  face  value  by  your  Goverumeut. 

But,  sir,  I  again  call  the  attention  of  tbe 
House  to  the  fact  that  the  genUemeo  who 
oppose  this   bill  insist  upon  maintaioiog  > 
silver  dollar  worth  three  and  a  half  cents  more 
than  the  gold  dollar,  and  worth  seren  cents 
more  than  two  half  dollars,  and  that,  so  long 
as  those  provisions  remain,  you  cannot  keep 
silver  coin  in  the  country.     Certain  siUer  bu.- 
lion  dealers  of  New  York  are  inakiog  from 
fifty  thousand  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  iboa- 
sand  dollars  a  year  out  of  your  Goeeromeni. 
One  of  them  admitted  to  my  colleague  on  the 
committee  and  myself,  that  bis  business  aver 
aged  from  one  million  eight  hundred  thousaaa 
to  two  million  dollars  a  year,  and  ihat  be  pal 
the  silver  into  the  Mint,  and  drew  out  wr 
every  two  dollars  four  half  dollars  and  ooe 
ten-cent  piece. 

This  bill,  while  it  conUins  many  other  ex- 
cellent provisions,  will  save  to  the  people  oi 
the  country  at  least  from  a  quarter  w  s  w^^ 
million  dollars  in  the  next  year,  apart  irum 
the  jobbing  in  hypothecated  bars,  and  wii'-J 
we  come  to  specie  payments  we  w»l  fjf^ 
$5,000,000,  which  now  go  to  the  silw  mm^ 
dealers  of  New  York. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.]  , 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  on  the  a«D»<^' 
ment  is  exhausted.  .   ,  ^„. 

Mr.  POTTEH.  I  desire  to  say  ja»  o"; 
word.  I  do  not  differ  from  the  geD»«"»J 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kbllet.]  m  ^P^ 
to  the  section  we  are  now  ulking  about. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  tlie  »wuon  w 
disagreed  to. 
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The  Clerk  read  tbe  following  section : 

Sec.  2.  That  the  Director  of  the  Mint  shall  have 
the  general  Bu'pervuion  of  all  mipts  and  aasny  offices, 
uud  shall  mako  aa  annaal  report  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  their  operations  at  the  close  of 
each  fiscal  year,  and  from  time  to  time  such  addi- 
tional reports  setting  forth  the  operations  and  con* 
ditioQ  of  such  institutions  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall  require,  and  shall  lay  before  nim  the 
annual  estimates  for  thoir  support.  And  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  appoint  the  number  of 
cierkd,  classified  aacording  to  law,  necessary  to  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  said  bureau. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  move  to 
strike  out  this  section  for  the  p.urpose  of  re* 
plying  briefly  to  the  remarks  oi  the  two  gen- 
tlemen from  Pennsylvania!  the  one  on  my  rieht 
[Mr.  Kelley]  and  the  other  on  my  left,  [Mr. 
Kandall.]  They  think  the  gentlemen  from 
New  York  are  in  opposition  to  this  bill  be- 
cause they  want  the  Mint  there.  We  do  not 
want  any  Mint  there. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Why,  sir,  you  hftve  been 
struggling  for  twenty  years  to  get  the  Mint 
away  from  Philadelphia. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Mr.  Speaker, 
Wall  street  and  that  part  of  New  York  if  now 
in  heaven,  and  always  will  be  so  long  as  rags 
are  the  currency  of  this  Government*  We 
make  millions  of  dollars  out  of  rags,  and  shail 
continue  to  make  millions  of  dollars  out  of 
rags  until  Congress  orders  a  resumption  of 
specie  payments.  If  any  body  makes  ^KKhOOO 
a  year  out  of  bullion,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kellet]  asserts,  there  are 
others,  paper*  money  men,  bankers  and  brokers^ 
the  contrivers  and  architects  of  exchange  of 
all  sorts  and  kinds,  who  make  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands  and  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  upon  the  existing  state  of  things. 

I  make  these  remarks  simply  in  reply  to  the 
insinuation  that  the  opposition  to  this  measure 
is  hostility  on  the  part  of  New  York  to  Phila- 
delphia. We  have  no  such  hostility  whatever. 
We  embrace  Philadelphia  as  in  close  con- 
tiguity to  us.  Ours  is  an  Olympian  position, 
one  from  which,  like  the  fabled  Jupiter  of  old, 
we  look  down  on  all  the  surrounding  commun- 
ities, and  with  perfect  confidence  in  our  own 
power  and  position,  with  no  envy  of  the  little 
surrounding  cities,  or  of  the  surrounding  cities, 
be  they  little  or  great.     [Laughter.] 

i  repeat,  sir,  I  will  take  no  further  part  than 
8  necessary  in  this  comic  performance. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  In  reply  to  what  has  fallen 
Tom  my  distinguished  friend  from  New  York, 
[  can  only  say  that  during  the  short  time  I 
)ave  been  in  public  lite  I  have  always  ad- 
nired  the  energy  and  have  always  gloried  in 
he  success  of  New  York.  I  have  always  been 
-eady  to  extend  every  help  that  would  make 
ler  prosperous  and  happy,  and  I  would  make 
ler  the  leading  city,  if  I  could,  in  the  world, 
tint,  tir,  I  remember,  when  a  boy,  hearing  of 
his  feeling  of  New  York  against  Philadelphia, 
tnd  1  thought  of  the  meanness  of  such  peo- 
)le  engaged  in  building  up  a  commercial  city  to 
>e  picking  away  at  a  neighbor  who  had  always 
>een  her  triend,  those  at  least  of  liberal  minds, 
ike  mine,  as  I  hope  it  is — picking,  picking  at 
ts  to  carry  away  our  last  vestige  of  Goyern* 
nent  patronage. 

Aa  to  the  resumption  of  specie  payments,  I 
io  not  believe  for  an  instant  that  it  will  be 
acilitated  by  this  bill,  nor  do  I  belieye  that 
he  bill  will  retard  a  return  to  specie  payments, 
n  my  opinion  specie  payments  are  not  re* 
unaed  beci^nse  the  doctors  disagree  aa  to  the 
aedicine  to  be  applied  to  the  patient  I  hope 
he  doctors  will  agree  after  the  presidential 
lection  shall  have  passed,  and  after  a  fear  of 
be  great  national  banking  system  shall  have 
f'parted  from  the  minds  of  the  politicians 
f  the  country.  Specie  payments  are  not 
esunoed,  sir,  because  our  national  banks  put 
1  their  mighty  hand  here  and  elsewhere  and 
orrupt  the  minds  of  the  people.  They  do  not 
ant  to  pay  their  notes,  of  conrse,  as  long  as 
ley  can  help  it,  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
pecie  payments  are  not  resumed.    They  are 


the  practical  opponents  of  the  resumption  of 
specie  payments. 

Now,  I  will  go  with  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  for  a  resumption  of  specie  pay* 
ments  whenever  he  is  ready  ;  but  the  idea  of 
bis  getting  up  here  and  describing,  as  he  does, 
our  currency  as  rags«  I  tell  him  is  beneath  his 
intellect,  beneath  his  position  in  this  House. 
It  is  beneath  his  Americanism.  8ir,  our  green- 
backs are  not  rags.  I  am  in  favor  of  this  bill, 
after  an  examination  of  its  provisions,  because 
I  believe  the  former  Mint  laws  were  confused, 
and  I  believe  that  this  codification  of  the  laws 
will  make  them  plain  and  the  execution  sim- 
ple. I  neither  partake  in  the  nickel  interest, 
which  has  been  alluded  to,  nor  in  the  interests 
of  the  constituent  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Potter]  which  have  been  referred 
to.     And  I  believe  that  the  objections  ex- 

Eressed  upon  a  former  occasion  against  this 
ill  have  been  remedied  in  every  particular 
save  one,  and  that  is  that  it  creates  a  single 
new  office.  I  hope,  therefore,  that  we  shall 
not  be  led  into  a  conflict  between  New  York 
and  Philadelphia. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  mo- 
tion to  strike  out  section  two  of  the  bill ;  and 
it  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Sec.  3.  That  the  officers  of  each  mint  shall  be  a 
superintendent,  an  assay er,  a  melter  and  refiner, 
and  a  ooiner,  and  for  the  Mintat  Pbii  adelphia  an  en- 
ffraver,  all  to  bo  appointed  by  the  Presideat  of  the 
United  States,  by  and  with  the  advioe  and  consent 
of  the  Senate. 

Sko.  4.  That  the  superintendent  of  eaoh  mint 
shall  have  the  control  thereof,  the  superintendence 
of  the  officers  and  persons  employed  thereio,  and  the 
iupervisiun  of  the  business  thereof,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  to  whom  he 
shall  make  reports  at  such  times  and  according  to 
such  forms  as  the  Director  of  the  Mint  may  prescrioe, 
which  shall  exhibit  in  detail,  and  under  appropriate 
beads,  the  deposits  of  baliion,  tbe  amount  of  fold, 
sliver,  and  minor  coinage,  and  tbe  amount  ot  un- 
parted.  standard,  and  refined  bars  issued,  and  snch 
other  statistics  and  information  as  may  be  required. 
The  superintendent  of  each  mint  shall  also  reooive 
and  safely  keep,  until  legally  withdrawn,  all  moneys 
or  bullion  which  shall  be  for  the  use  or  the  expenses 
of  the  mint;  he  shall  receive  all  bullion  brought 
to  the  mint  for  assay  or  coinage ;  shall  bo  the 
keeper  of  all  bullion  or  coin  in  the  mint  except 
while  the  same  is  legally  in  the  hands  of  other  om- 
oera,  and  shall  deliver  all  ooins  struck  at  the  mint  to 
the  persons  to  whom  they  shall  be  legally  payable. 
From  the  report  of  the  assaycr  and  the  weight  of 
the  bullion,  he  shall  compute  the  whole  amount  of 
each  deposit,  and  also  titt  amount  of  the  charges 
or  deductions,  if  auy.  of  all  which  he  shall  give  a 
detailed  memorandum  to  the  depositor;  and  he 
shall  also  give  at  the  same  time,  under  his  hand,  a 
certificate  of  the  net  amount  of  the  deposit,  to  be 

f»aid  in  ooins  or  bars  of  the  same  species  of  bul- 
ion  as  that  deposited,  the  correctness  of  which 
certificate  shall  be  verified  'by  the  assayer,  who 
shall  countersign  the  same;  and  in  all  oases  of 
transfer  of  coin  or  bullion,  he  ehall  givo  and 
receive  vouchers  stating  the  amount  and  char- 
acter of  snch  coin  or  bullion.  Ho  shall  keep  and 
render,  quarter-yearly,  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 
for  the  purpose  of  adjustment,  according  to  such 
forms  as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  regular  and  faithful  accounts  of  his  trans- 
actions with  the  other  oflicera  of  the  Mint  and  the 
depositors]  and  shall  also  render  to  .him  a  monthly 
statement  of  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  mint  or 
assay  office  under  his  charge.  lie  shall  also  aimoint 
all  assistants,  clerks,  (one  of  whom  shail  be  desig- 
nated *'  chief  clerk,")  and  workmen  employed  under 
his  superintendence;  but  no  person  shall  be  ap- 
pointed to  employment  in  the  offices  of  the  assayer, 
melter  and  refiner,  coiner,  or  engraver,  except  on 
the  recommendation  and  nomination  in  writing  of 
those  officers  respectively :  and  he  shall  forthwith 
report  to  the  Director  of  the  Mint  the  names  of  all 
persons  appointed  by  him,  the  duties  to  be  per- 
formed, the  rate  of  compensation,  tbe  appropriation 
from  which  compensation  is  to  be  made,  and  the 
grounds  of  the  appointment;  and  if  the  Director 
of  the  Mint  shall  disapprove  of  the  same,  the  ap- 
pointment shall  be  vacated. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  move  that  the  House  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  hope 
not.     Let  us  go  on  a  little  longer  with  this  bill. 

Mr.  LYNCH.     I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

8bo.  5.  That  the  assayer  shall  assay  all  metals  and 
bullion,  whenever  such  assays  are  required  in  the 
operations  of  tbe  Mint;  ho  shall  also  make  assays 
of  coins  whenever  required  by  the  superintendent. 

Sacfi,  That  the  aelter  and  refiner  sbaU  execute 


all  tha  operations  wfaioh  are  nooessary  in  order  to 
form  ingots  of  standard  silver  or  fold,  and  alloys  for 
minor  coinage,  suitable  for  the  coiner,  from  the  met- 
als logally  delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose;  and 
shall  also  execute  all  tbe  operations  which  are 
neoossary  in  order  to  form  bars  conformable  in  all 
respects  to  the  law,  from  the  gold  and  silver  bullion 
delivered  to  him  for  that  purpose.  He  shall  keep  a 
careful  rooord  of  all  transactions  with  the  superin- 
tendent, noting  the  weight  and  character  of  the  bul- 
lion ;  and  shall  be  responsible  for  all  bullion  deliv- 
ered to  him,  until  the  same  is  returned  to  the  super- 
intendent and  the  proper  vouchers  obtained. 

Sbc.  7.  That  the  coiner  shall  execute  all  tbe  oper- 
ations which  are  necessary  in  order  to  form  coins, 
conformable  in  all  respects  to  the  law,  from  the 
standard  gold  and  silver  ignots  and  alloys  for  minor 
coinage,  legally  delivered  to  him  fur  that  purposes 
and  shall  bo  responsible  for  all  bullion  delivered  to 
him  until  the  same  is  returned  to  the  superintendent 
and  the  proper  vonchers  obtained. 

Mr.  8PEBR,  of  Georgia.  I  move  that  the 
House  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  accord- 
ingly (at  four  o'clock  and  twenty  minutes  p.  m.) 
the  House  adjourned. 

r 

PBTITIONS,  ETC. 

The  following  petitions,  &o.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  AUCHER:  The  petition  of  B.  V. 
RichardsoUf  of  Maryland,  for  relief. 

By  Mr.  ELY ;  The  petition  of  the  Irving 
Savings  Institution,  of  New  York,  for  a  repei^l 
of  the  tax  on  deposits. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan :  The  petition 
of  A.  P.  Hunter  and  140  otuers,  citiaens  of 
Kent  county,  Michigan,  asking  the  passage  of 
House  bill  No.  1738. 

By  Mr.  KINSELLA:  The  remonstrance  of 
citizens  of  Kings  county  and  of  Queens  county, 
New  York,  against  the  reduction  of  duties  on 
earthenware  and  stoneware. 

By  Mr.  PACKARD:  The  petition  of  Alfred 
Fry,  of  Lake  county,  Indiana,  and  many  others, 
late  soldiers  in  the  volunteer  army,  for  the  pas- 
sage of  House  bill  No.  1738,  provldiug  for 
increase  of  pension  to  soldiers  totally  disabled. 

Bv  Mr.  SHERWOOD:  The  paiWAm  ui* 
Michael  Dunn  and  26  others,  asking  the  p  vs- 
sage  of  House  bill  No.  1738. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Daniel  Fullen  and  42 
others,  citizens  of  Potter  county,  Pennsyl- 
vania, asking  the  passage  of  House  bill  No. 
1738. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia:  The  petition  of  H. 
B.  Holliday,  of  Lowndes  county,  Georgia, 
asking  the  removal  of  bis  political  disabilities. 

By  Mr.  STEVENSON:  The  petition  of 
Morris  Vanzant  and  others,  soldiers  of  the  late 
war  for  the  Union,  praying  equalization  of 
bounties  and  amendment  of  the  homestead 
laws. 

By  Mr.  STRONG :  The  remonstrance  of 
Edward  Miller  &  Co.,  of  Meriden,  Connecti- 
cut, against  the  petition  of  Herman  W.  Hayden 
for  extension  of  patent,  &c, 

POST  KOUTB  BILLB  INTRODUOBD. 

The  following  were  introduced  under  the 
rule,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  tbe 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads : 

By  Mr.  WALDBN :  A  bill  for  a  post  route 
from  Chillicothe,  Iowa,  to  Munterville. 

By  Mr.  WHITTHORNB :  A  bill  to  estab- 
lish certain  post  routes  in  Lawrence  county, 
Tennessee. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wednbsdat,  April  10,  1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
MAK,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  yesterday 
was  read  and  approved. 

UOUSIS  BILLS   REFKRRKD. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
now  present  for  reference  bills  from  the  House 
of  Representatives. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  title  of  the  bill 
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(H.  R.  No.  1496)  to  carry  out  certain  pro- 
visions of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1866,  and 
for  the  relief  of  settlers  on  the  Cherokee  lands 
in  the  State  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  said  yesterday  that  I 
would  ask  the  consideration  of  this  bill  as  the 
same  provision  passed  the  Senate  at  the  last 
Congress  and  at  this  Congress,  though  not 
this  identical  bill.  I  ^fik  for  its  present  con- 
sideration. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Has  it  been  referred? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  has  not  been. 
There  was  a  colloquy  about  it  last  eyening  just 
before  the  adjournment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  a  matter  of  that 
importance  ought  to  go  to  a  committee.  I 
insist  on  its  reference ;  it  will  only  delay  the 
bill  a  day. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  committee  havejust 
reported. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  my  friend  says  it  is 
not  the  same  thing  identically. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  is  only  one  change, 
and  I  will  state  what  it  is.  They  reported  that 
the  Indians  should  receive  a  dollar  and  a  half 
and  a  dollar  and  a  quarter  for  their  lands,  and 
the  House  bill  puts  it  at  two  dollars.  It  is  the 
only  difference  between  the  Senate  bill  and  the 
House  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Has  the  House  bill  been 
printed  so  that  we  can  compare  them? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  has  not  been 
printed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  make  the  motion  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  then  of  course  it  will  be  printed 
under  the  rule. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  bill  will  be 

frinted  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
udian  Affairs. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  only  say  that  the  com- 
mittee have  considered  it  and  reported  it  twice, 
and  it  has  passed  the  Senate  twice.  Now,  it 
the  Senator  desires  to  have  it  passed  three 
times  through  the  committee  and  three  times 
through  the  Senate,  I  do  not  object. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     All  right. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs. 

Thi  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1027)  to  perfect  navigation  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river  was  by  arrangement  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate  this  morning ;  but  the  Chair 
understands  that  the  Senator  from  Minnesota 
[Mr.  Ramsey]  desires  that  the  bill  shall  go 
over  un^il  to  morrow  morning. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Why  is  it  not  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Senator  himself  asked 
to  have  it  lie  on  the  table  and  be  printed,  and 
it  has  been  printed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Now  it  ought  to  be  re- 
ferred to  the  proper  committee. 

Mr.  RAMSjBx.  Our  committee  have  had 
the  matter  under  consideration  a  long  time, 
and  have  reported  the  very  same  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDEN  T.  This  is  a  House 
bill  similar,  as  the  Senator  from  Minnesota 
stated,  to  a  Senate  bill  reported  by  the  Senate 
committee  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  this  is  the  bill  that 
provides  for  selecting  pine  lands,  and  having 
a  general  hocus-pocus  ou  the  subject  of  that 
grant,  then  I  want  it  referred  in  the  regular 
way  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  have  no  objection  to 
having  it  referred,  but  there  ia  no  hocus-pocus 
about  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Well,  I  withdraw  the 
hocus-pocus. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  If  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont withdraws  the  hocus-pocus,  I  will  agree 
that  the  bill  shall  be  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands. 


VRANCBfl  A.  m'kINNBY. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  Messrs. 
Trumbull,  Scott,  and  Thurman  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (U.  R.  No.  1866) 
for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Frances  A.  McKinney. 

PETITIONS  AND  MKMOiUALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  the 
memorial  of  W.  L.  Grant,  praying  that  no 
extension  may  be  granted  for  the  patent  of 
A.  B.  Wilson  for  a  feeding  motion  to  sewing- 
machines  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents. 

Mr.  SPENCER  presented  the  petitions  of 
James  C.  Connor,  of  Hamilton  county,  Ten- 
nessee ;  of  Lee  Crandall,  of  Morgan  county, 
Alabama;  and  of  J.  H.  Norwood,  of  Lowndes 
county,  Alabama,  praying  the  removal  of  their 
political  disabilities ;  which  were  referred  to 
the  select  Committee  ou  the  Removal  of 
Political  Disabilities. 

He  aUo  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Hamilton  county,  Tennessee,  asking  Congress 
to  remove  the  political  disabilities  imposed 
upon  James  C.  Connor,  of  that  county  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  presented  a  petition  of 
soldiers  and  sailors  of  Wisconsin,  prayins  for 
a  modification  of  the  homestead  laws  in  behalf 
of  officers,  soldiers,  and  sailors  honorably  dis- 
charged from  the  service  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  citizens  of 
Wisconsin,  late  soldiers  of  the  United  States 
Army,  praying  for  an  equalization  of  bounties 
and  for  bounty  lands ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  three  memorials 
of  citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating 
against  a  change  of  the  existing  tariff  laws 
abating  or  abolishing  duties  upon  such  articles 
as  are  successfully  produced  in  this  country ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance. 

Mr.  WEST  presented  the  petition  of  Delilah 
Kelly,  widow  of  Daniel  H.  Kelly,  praying  Con- 
gress to  allow  her  the  full  pay,  bounty,  and 
pension  due  her  husband  ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  ipresented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  praying  for  an 
equalization  of  the  bounties  paid  to  soldiers, 
and  that  they  be  granted  bounty  lands  uncon- 
ditionally; which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  G.  L. 
Houssknecht,  of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  pray- 
ing the  payment  of  a  fifty-dollar  bond  destroyed 
by  fire  by  the  burning  of  the  custom-house 
building  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  Illinois ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Clainis. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  soldiers  of  the  late  war,  pray- 
ing for  an  equalization  of  bounty  and  for  bounty 
lands ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  MilitaiT  Affairs. 

Mr.  AMES  presented  the  petition  of  H.  S. 
Cole,  of  Raukin  county,  Mississippi,  praying 
the  removal  of  his  political  disabilities  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  present  a  petition  signed 
by  Israel  Nash  &  Co.,  and  a  large  number  of 
merchants  of  Boston,  praying  Congress  to  take 
immediate  action  in  regard  to  the  duties  on 
tea  and  coffee.  They  represent  the  import- 
ance of  prompt  action  and  the  suffering  of  the 
business  community  on  account  of  the  delay. 
I  move  that  this  petition  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  present  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the  State 
of  New  York  touching  an  act  recently  passed 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  to  provide  I 


for  the  better  security  of  life  on  board  of  res- 
sels  propelled  by  steam,  and  for  other  por 
poses.  These  pi;pceeding8  recite  that  tlic  biQ 
nas  been  carefully  examined  by  a  comoiuee 
of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and  that  it 
meets  the  approval  of  that  body.  I  idotc  tlie 
reference  of  this  memorial  to  the  Commiitei 
on  Commerce. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  presented  a  petitioo  of 
citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying  that  the  pn> 
visions  of  an  act  to  enforce  the  rights  of  dti- 
zens  of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the  m- 
eral  States  of  the  Union,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, may  be  extended  over  that  State: 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Prir- 
ileees  and  Elf'ctions. 

Mr.  OSBORN  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Florida,  praying  for  a  separate  i3<ii- 
cial  district  of  the  United  States  for  vest  Flor- 
ida*, which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ob 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  folloviog reso- 
lutions of  the  Legislature  of  Maasachosetu : 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tise 
table  and  be  printed : 

RoBolations  upon  the  suhieet  of  French  spoilstiooi, 
Whereas  there  are  now  residing  in  this  Conaos- 
wealth  many  children  and  crandehildren  of  «&(«• 
prisriQR  merohanta  who  were  impoTeriihed  by  tsc 
seixare  of  their  ships  and  cargoes  in  time  of  pesec 
upon  the  sea  by  French  cruisers,  inviolatioo  oftkt 
law  of  nations;  and  whereas  the  elaimsof  tlmi 
inerohants  were  fully  recognised  by  Frasee,  isd 
their  collection  assumed  by  the  United  St«t».  as4 
they  were  subsequently  released  by  the  Cniud 
Siates  to  France  for  fall  and  adequate  eosn^m- 
tions,  under  a  treaty  which  reliefed  thi  Unitn 
States  from  the  onerous  guarantees  and  obiiftli^ss 
to  which  they  were  subjected  by  the  treaties  of  slli- 
anoe  and  commerce  with  France  in  1778.  which  ei- 
posed  them  to  war  with  other  nations;  and  wboeii 
the  merchants  thus  deprived  of  their  property, » 
appropriated  by  the  United  States,  thereby  UQaim 
just  claims  acainst  the  United  States  for  their  pro^ 
erty  applied  for  public  uses,  under  the  eoiubts- 
tional  provision  that  private  property  shall  ovt  m 
taken  for  public  use  without  just  oompMu«ti«B: 
and  whereas  neither  the  unhappy  sufferers  aor  (heir 
heirs  have  received  any  compensation  what  em 
therefor,  although  some  of  the  heirs  of  tho«e  D«r* 
chanta,  once  in  affluence  and  thus  importfubtd, 
have  become  charges  upon  the  State,  and  othen ari 
dependent  upon  the  charity  of  their  frieadf.aM 
liable  to  become  a  charge  to  the  pnblic,  sod  the 
State  is  interested  in  obtaining  aproriiion  fortbetr 
wants  by  the  recovery  of  their  claims  scaiutti» 
Federal  Government  as  their  natural  fuardua: 
Therefore. 

KeHohed,  That  our  Senators  and  BepreKntiUre! 
in  Congress  be  requested  to  use  their  best  effort  i) 
recover  those  just  debts  so  long  withheld,  tna  tt 
aid,  by  all  proper  means,  the  passage  of  any  bill  iiif 
their  speedy  and  equitable  liquidation. 

HfohtdL,  That  his  ezoellene^  the  Govenor  N 
requested  to  seud  a  copy  of  this  resolatioo  to  otf 
Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

RKVKNUiS  BILLS. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  directed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  report  hack  the  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  Representatives  d^ 
clarine  the  amend  menta  of  the  Senate  to  ihe 
bill  ( fi.  R.  No.  1587)  to  repeal  the  exisung 
duties  on  tea  and  coffee  to  be  in  contrareou^ 
with  the  Constitution,  and  to  ask  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections.  In  making  this  report  1  *ili  ^ 
company  it  with  a  brief  statemenU 

This  is  the  first  time  in  the  histoiy  of  «* 
Government  that  the  power  of  the  Senate  w 
propose  amendments  to  revenue  bills  hai 
been  questioned  or  limited  b/  the  Hoaieot 
Representatives.  The  Committee  on  Tifiafice 
having  already  committed  themselfes  opob 
that  question,  thought  it  best  to  allow  m 
matter  to  be  present  to  the  Comminw  ®° 
Privileges,  a  committee  organized  bj  thu 
body  to  take  charge  of  that  clasa  ot  sabjeeti 
So  far  as  the  Committee  on  Finance  are  coo 
earned,  we  are  unanimously  of  the  op>n»w 
that  the  Senate  have  the  same  power  to  pro- 
pose amendments  to  a  revenue  bill  that  they 
have  to  any  other  bill.  The  Conatituuon  « • 
preasly  declares  in  so  many  words  that  to 
Senate  may  propose  or  concur  with  amenj;; 
meats"  to  revenue  bills  **  as  on  other  bill*. 
and  from  the  foundation  of  the  Qofemmeoi 
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until  the  other  day,  this  power  waa  never 
questioned  by  the  Hou8e  of  Representatives 
or  by  any  individual  member. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  the  hasty  action  of  the 
House  grew  out  of  the  dispute  that  has  fre* 
quently  arisen  between  the  two  Honses  as  to 
the  meaning  of  the  term  *^  revenue  bill"  in  the 
clause  of  the  Constitution  giving  the  House 
the  exclusive  right  to  ordinate  revenue  bills; 
but  now  a  different  question  is  raised  and  pre- 
sented by  the  House.  This  bill  did  originate 
in  the  House,  but  it  is  now  proposed  to  limit 
our  power  to  amend,  a  power  not  only  inci- 
dent to  the  Senate  as  a  coordinate  branch  of 
Congress,  but  expressly  given  by  the  Consti- 
tuiiuu.  The  Committee  on  Finance  thought 
ii  was  better  to  refer  the  mailer  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections  with  a  view 
that  it  may  be  fairly  considered  and  determ- 
ined. 

The  difficulty,  as  I  understand,  grows  out 
of  tiie  amendment  adopted  by  the  Senate  pro- 
posing a  change  in  the  internal  revenue  laws 
as  an  amendment  to  a  tariff  bill.  That  may 
be  a  question  of  propriety  or  expediency,  but 
is  not  a  question  of  power.  The  power  of  the 
Senate  to  propose  any  amendment  whatever 
to  a  revenue  bill  is  as  broad,  full,  and  com- 
plete as  by  parliamentary  law  is  allowed  by 
way  of  amendment  to  any  other  bill. 

The  very  question  that  an  amendment  to 
internal  revetme  laws  can  be  offered  as  an 
amendment  to  a  tariff  act  has  been  decided 
by  the  House  of  Representatives  by  a  full  and 
formal  vote.  Two  years  ago  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  of  the  House  proposed, 
as  an  amendment  to  a  tariff  bill,  a  bill  making 
great  and  radical  changes  in  the  internal  reve- 
nue laws.  The  point  of  order  was  raised 
whether  itwas  germane  to  the  bill,  and  it  was 
decided  that  it  was  by  the  Speaker,  and  that 
decision  was  sustained  by  a  very  large  major- 
ity of  the  House  of  Representatives.  Surely, 
if  the  House  may  amend  its  own  bills  in  this 
way  the  Senate  can  propose  a  similar  amend- 
ment, when  its  power  to  amend  all  bills  is 
expressly  given  by  the  Constitution. 

The  Senate  did  not  exceed  its  powers  in 
amending  a  tariff  bill  by  proposing  a  change 
in  the  internal  revenue  laws.  It  may  be  a 
question  of  expediency  whether  it  was  right 
to  do  it  under  the  circumstances.  I  did  not 
think  it  expedient,  but  the  question  of  power 
cannot  be  raised.  There  is  no  limit  whatever 
to  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  amend  any  rev- 
enue bill.  It  stands  like  any  other  bill.  We 
may  reject  it;  we  may  decline  to  act  upon  it; 
we  may  lay  it  on  the  table ;  we  may  amend  it 
in  any  respect.  There  is  no  limit  to  our  power 
except  the  parliamentary  law.  and  that  is  almost 
indebnite.  Who  can  doubt,  from  the  daily 
practice  of  each  House,  that  any  member  of 
either  House  may,  without  a  question  of  order, 
ofifer  any  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senate 
to  this  bill?  And  if  any  member  may  do  so 
without  infringing  parliamentary  law,  how 
much  more  may  the  Senate,  who  by  express 
constitutional  authority  may  propose  any 
amendment  to  a  revenue  bill  as  to  any  other 
bill? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Does  the  Senator  say 
that  the  objection  is  to  our  adding  provisions 
as  to  internal  revenue  to  a  bill  with  regard  to 
the  tariff? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  They  put  it  upon  the 
broad  ground  that  we  have  changed  the  char- 
acter of  the  bill  by  making  a  general  revision 
of  the  tariff  and  internal  revenue  laws.  I  move 
that  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  House 
resolution,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  no  objection  of 
course  to  this  reference,  but  I  wish  the  Senate 
to  understand  what  it  will  imply.  Some  ques- 
tion has  already  been  made  in  the  Senate  as 
to  what  are  the  proper  duties  and  faoctions 
of  this  Committee  on  Privileges  and  £ilection8| 


which  is  a  new  committee  in  the  Senate.  At 
an  early  stage  of  the  session  I  suggested,  more 
for  the  purpose  of  eliciting  the  opinions  of 
Senators,  or  rather  of  those  who  had  consti- 
tuted the  committee  than  for  the  purpose  of 
expressing  any  decided  opinion  of  my  own, 
that  that  committee  was  constituted  simply 
to  take  charge  of  the  question  of  the  election 
of  Senators  in  Congress,  and  that  it  had  not 
a  general  jurisdiction  over  all  the  questions  of 
elections  everywhere  in  the  country ;  nor  in 
regard  to  all  the  privileges  of  electors  or  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  ;  that  it  was 
a  committee  whose  duties  related  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Senators,  and  to  the  privileges  that 
belonged  to  Senators — not  to  the  Senate  as  a 
body,  but  to  Senators.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee,  who,  I  am  sorry  to  see,  is  not 
present,  dissented  from  that  view,  and  insisted 
that  the  jurisdiction  of  the  committee  was 
intended  by  the  Senate  to  be  much  larger,  and 
extended  to  all  cases  of  election  laws  or  prop- 
ositions to  amend  elections  laws;  and  I  do 
not  know  bat  if  he  were  here  now  he  would 
insist  that  that  committee  is  the  proper  one  to 
take  charge  of  the  question  of  the  privileges 
of  the  Senate,  as  well  as  of  individual  Sena- 
tors. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  my  colleague  will  allow 
me,  I  will  state  to  him  that  the  reason  why  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  was 
designated  by  the  Committee  ou  Finance  was 
because  the  Senator  from  California  [Mr.  Cas- 
skrltJ  named  it  as  the  proper  committee,  and 
I  at  once  conferred  with  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  and 
he  said  if  it  was  referred  to  that  committee 
they  would  take  the  time  to  examine  the  whole 
matter  thoroughly,  and  report  at  an  early 
period.  But  for  that  I  should  have  proposed 
to  refer  it  to  the  Judiciary  Committee ;  but  I 
know  the  Judiciary  Committee  is  very  busy, 
and  probably  would  not  be  able  to  give  it  the 
same  attention  as  the  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections. 

Mr.  CASSBRLY.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
I  think  must  have  misunderstood  roe.  I  said 
that  it  should  be  referred  either  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  or  the  other  commit- 
tee 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Certainly;  the  Senator 
suggested  both. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  not  objecting  to 
the  committee  at  all ;  and  what  my  colleague 
says  has  force  in  it.  There  is  very  much 
more  business  before  the  Judiciary  Committee 
than  before  the  other  committee,  although  the 
other  committee  has  some  important  matters 
before  it.  I  simply  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senate  to  the  fact  that  if  they  refer  this 
question  to  that  committee  the  implication  is 
that  all  questions  of  the  privileges  of  the  Sen- 
ate as  a  constituent  body  in  the  Government, 
and  not  simply  the  privileges  of  individual  Sen- 
ators, belong  to  tnat  committee.  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  think  it  implies 
that  at  all. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that  committee,  as  it  is  composed  of  six  law- 
yers, and  the  seventh  member,  who  is  not  a 
lawyer,  is  a  most  experienced  Senator,  and 
no  doubt  a  good  constitutional  lawyer,  though 
not  a  comrnon-law  lawyer. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  I  submit  to  him  that  this  reference  does 
not  imply  as  much  as  he  says.  Ordinarily  a 
question  of  this  sort  arising  upon  a  bill  which 
came  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  that 
committee  would  be  the  instrument  of  the 
Senate  to  define  the  rights  and  duties  of  the 
Senate  in  regard  to  it.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  says  that  the  commit- 
tee is  unanimously  committed  to  a  certain 
view  of  the  subject.  I  should  not  feel  con- 
strained, I  think,  if  I  were  in  his  place,  as  he 
does  apparently,  upon  a  point  of  delicacy,  to 
forego  toe  consideration  of  the  question  for 


that  reason ;  but  the  Committee  on  Finance 
choose  to  treat  their  own  commitment  upon 
the  question  as  a  reason  why  it  should  not  be 
referred  to  that  committee.  Then  it  becomes 
a  question  at  large  to  which  committee  it  shall 
go.  It  must  go  to  some  committee,  and  a  vote 
of  the  Senate  in  this  particular  case,  referring 
it  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  the 
Committee  on  Election^  or  the  Conunittee  on 
Rnles — I  suggest  to  the  Senator,  suppose  the 
motion  were  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules — would  not  imply  at  all  that  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate  was,  that  the  jurisdiction 
of  that  committee  extended  over  all  like  ques- 
tions. It  would  simplv  mean  that  the  argu- 
ment of  convenience  leads  the  Senate  in  this 
particular  case  to  designate  a  particular  com- 
mittee for  the  purpose,  and  I  submit  to  the 
Senator  that  no  implication  such  as  he  fears 
would  be  involved  in  it^ 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  think  it  does  go  into 
a  precedent.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  at  all 
to  be  regretted  that  it  should  be  so.  Of  course 
it  is  within  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  refer  a 
bill  or  resolution  to  any  committee,  whether 
it  is  a  fit  committee  or  not.  It  may  send  this 
resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Contingent 
Expenses  if  it  sees  fit  to  do  so;  it  may  do 
what  it  pleases  with  the  resolution;  but  still 
we  generally  attempt  to  preserve  some  pro- 
priety in  making  these  references;  and pnma 
faciey  a  question  of  constitutional  law  as  to 
what  are  the  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Sen- 
ate as  a  body,  not  the  privileges  of  individual 
members,  one  would  say  shoald  go  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  However,  I  do 
not  object  to  its  going  to  the  other  commit- 
tee ;  but  it  will,  as  I  think,  carry  that  implica- 
tion with  it ;  and  there  is  something  in  it,  I 
may  say  to  the  Senator  from  New  York. 
Here  are  bills  now  referred,  on  exactly  the 
same  snbject,  some  to  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
ileges and  Elections,  and  others  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  they  are  consid- 
ering these  questions.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  has  reported  a  bill  already,  when 
precisely  the  same  measure  is  under  consid- 
eration in  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections;  and  a  report  will  be  made  from 
that  committee  in  a  few  days  on  exactly  the 
same  subject. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That,  the  Senator  will 
see,  bears  me  oat  in  saying  that  the  Senate 
does  not  intend  and  does  not  imply  by  these 
references  to  distinguish  once  for  all  between 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  two  committees.  The 
Senator  prpves  that  when  he  reminds  us  that 
the  same  subjects  and  the  same  bills  are  indif- 
ferently referred  to  the  one  or  the  other  of  the 
two  committees  which  he  names. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  But  that  was  undoubt- 
edly inadvertent,  because  the  Senate  ought 
really  to  send  the  same  subject  to  the  same 
committee.  However,  I  have  done  all  I  de- 
sired to  do,  called  attention  to  this  subject. 
I  think  it  will  be  considered  hereafter  that  if 
this  is  the  true  view  of  the  functions  of  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  all 
questions  touching  elections,  and  bijls  touching 
the  privileges  of  the  Senate,  as  distinguished 
from  the  privileges  of  the  individual  members 
of  the  Senate,  belong  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  seems 
to  be  apprehensive  that  this  may  be  drawn  into 
a  precedent.  Let  me  call  his  attention  to  the 
tact  that  this,  is  an  anomalous  case.  The 
proper  and  parliamentary  mode  of  proceeding 
where  a  controversy  of  this  kind  arises  between 
the  two  Houses,  is  for  the  House  which  be- 
lieves its  prerogatives  have  been  infrinj^ed 
to  ask  for  a  committee  of  conference  with 
the  other  House  ;  but  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, instead  of  pursuing  that  course  in  this 
instance,  has  seen  proper  to  lay  our  bill  on 
the  table,  and  sent  us  back  a  resolution  telling 
us  the^  have  done  so,  and  have  not  asked  a 
committee  of  conference.  The  Senate  believ- 
ing that  it  would  be  utterly  useless  afain  to 
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have  a  committee  of  conference  as  we  form- 
erly had  on  this  question,  referred  the  subject 
to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  The  Commit' 
tee  on  Finance,  which  originated  the  bill  that 
has  given  rise  to  this  controversy,  thought  it 
better  to  have  a  report  from  some  committee 
which  had  not  already  committed  itself  on  the 
question,  and  asked  that  it  go  to  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections,  certainly  as  ap- 
propriate a  one  from,  the  character  of  the  com- 
mittee and  the  learning  of  its  members,  as  can 
be  selected  in  the  body  ;  and  I  think  there  can 
be  no  apprehension  of  any  precedent  arising 
from  the  case. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Ferry, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chair. )  The  Chair  under- 
stood the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thurman] 
to  make  a  motion. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  object 
to  the  course  suggested  by  my  colleague.  I 
only  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  what  I 
think  will  be  the  effect  of  this  precedent. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Then  the 
question  is  on  referring  the  resolution  of  the 
House  in  regard  to  the  action  of  the  Senate  on. 
the  bill  repealing  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee, 
to  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Mar- 
shall M.  Martin,prayingcompensation  forprop- 
erty  destroyed  by  United  iStates  troops  in  18G5, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consid- 
eration ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

lie  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  377)  for  the  relief 
of  the  legal  representatives  of  the  late  George 
T.  Wiggins,  of  Keokuk,  in  the  State  of  Iowa, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment,  and  submitted 
a  report  thereon;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1419)  for  the 
relief  of  Michael  F.  Gannett,  reported  it  with 
an  amendment, 

Mr.  HOWE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petitionof  James  A. 
Harrold,  praying  compensation  for  property 
destroyed  by  United  States  troops  during  the 
late  war,  submitted  an  adverse  report  thereon ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the 
committee  were  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  243)  more  fully  to  enforce  the 
fourteenth  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  reported  adversely,  and 
moved  its  indefinite  postponement ;  which  was 
agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  303)  to  amend  an 
act  approved  February  28, 1795,  and  to  author- 
ize the  President,  at  his  discretion,  to  declare 
martial  law  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other 
purposes,  reported  adversely,  and  moved  its 
indefinite  postponement;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  226)  for  the  pro- 
tection of  persons  resident  within  the  United 
States  against  unlawful  combinations  and  con- 
spiracies, reported  adversely,  and  moved  its 
indefinite  postponement;  whioh  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  820)  to  en- 
force the  provisions  of  the  fourteenth  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,  reported  adversely, 
and  moved  its  indefinite  postponement;  which 
was  affreed  to 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  am  also  directed 
by  the  same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  438)  supplementary  to  an  act 
entitled  <^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  approved  May 
81,  1870,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  enforce  the  rights 
of  ci(is9ii8  of  the  United  States  to  vote  in  the 


several  States  of  this  Union,  and  for  other 
purposes,'  *'  passed  February  28,  1871,  to  re- 
port it  without  amendment,  and  I  should  like 
to  have  it  considered  now.  I  ask  for  it«  present 
oonsideration. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  Let  it  be 
read  for  information  first. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  object  to  the  consideration 
of  that  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Objection 
being  made,  the  bill  cannot  now  be  considered ; 
it  will  be  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  WINDOM,  from  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2032)  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  McQuown. 
of  Illinois,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and 
submitted  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SCOTT,  from  the  Comxxilttee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1420) 
for  the  relief  of  F.  and  E.  Reed,  of  Bath, 
Maine,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  669)  for  the  relief 
of  Thomas  B.  Wallace,  of  Lexington,  in  the 
State  of  Missouri,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments, and  submitted  a  report  thereon ;  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  526)  for  the  relief 
of  Ambrose  Morrison,  reported  it  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia,  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  memorial  of  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  of  Bos- 
ton, praying  compensation  for  the  discovery 
and  introduction  of  ansBsthetio  ether,  and 
also  a  similar  petition  of  Dr.  W.  T.  G.  Mor- 
ton, reported  adversely  thereon,  and  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  their  further  considera- 
tion ;   which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  f  H.  R.  No.  752)  to  appro- 
priate to  Henry  Clay  Williams  a  sum  of  money 
found  due  him  in  the  adjustment  of  his  ac- 
counts, reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  161)  to  reduce  the  area  of  the  military 
reservation  at  Fort  Sanders,  in  the  Territory  of 
Wyoming,  and  providing  for  the  survey  of  said 
reservation  as  reduced,  reported  it  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  CRAG  IN,  from  the  Committee  on  Natal 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
835)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Cecilia  Barr,  widow 
of  William  Barr,  reported  it  without  amend- 
ment, and  submitted  a  report  thereon  ;  whioh 
was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2053)  author- 
izing the  nomination  and  appointment  to  the 
retired  list  of  the  Navy  of  certain  volunteers 
on  the  active  list  of  the  Navy  who  are  dis- 
abled in  consequence  of  wounds  received 
during  the  late  war,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

RICHARD  B.  CRAWFORD. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  submitted  the  following 
report : 

The  committee  of  oooferenoe  ordered  by  the 
Hoa.se  in  the  matter  of  the  disagreeloflr  votes  of  the 
two  Houses  in  relation  to  the  bill  (H.'H.  No.  622) 
f^rantinir  a  pension  to  Richard  B.  Crawford,  after  a 
iuU  and  free  conference,  recommends  that  the  House 
recede  from  its  disagreement  to  the  Senate  amend- 
ment and  concur  in  said  amendment. 

QBO.  F.  EDMUNDS. 

D.  D.  PRATT. 
ELI  SAULSBtjRY. 

Oommittee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate^ 

J.  H.  MOOUB. 

E.  D.  PECK. 
JOHN  T.  BX^D, 

Chmmtltee  on  the  part  qf  the  Hou9e, 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

PENSIOIM  TO  MAROAHUT  NYOfl. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  say,  while  this 
particular  sqbjeot  it  up,  that  the  other  day  ia 


my  absence,  and  in  that  of  the  other  geotV 
men,  I  believe,  of  the  OommitteeoD  Pensmv 
a  House  bill  granting  a  pensioti  to  a  Mrs.  NV^ 
was  taken  from  the  table  on  its  receptioo  iui 

gassed  without  any  reference.  I  6nd  tbu  that 
louse  bill  grants  arrears  of  penstioti  &5  vt'il 
as  a  pension,  the  merits  of  which  no  commit- 
tee of  this  body  knows  anything  aboot.  I 
merely  wish  to  remark  to  the  Senate  tha  if 
the  Oommittee  on  Pensions  had  been  prrscoi 
and  had  known  that  the  bill  conUinedv.T 
provision  for  arrears,  they  woald  ha»,  ..i 
course,  taken  the  sense  of  the  Senate  upon  *:, 
because  the  Senate  has  at  this  sessioa  aod 
before  constantly  upheld  the  committee  :d 
refusing  to  grant  arrears  of  penaions;  and  it 
puts  the  committee  and  the  Senate  itself  ia  g 
somewhat  embarrassing  position  to  find  ib^ 
by  favor  or  some  other  influence,  some  pto- 
pie  can  get  arrears  of  pension  while  othcn 
cannot.  1  am  assured  by  the  Senator  tL< 
had  the  bill  passed  that  he  was  eotirelj  cr- 
aware  of  the  fact  that  it  oontnined  any  saeh 
provision.  I  only  mention  it  to  call  nnenm 
to  the  want  of  security  in  passine  bills  :q» 
moment  they  are  received  without  examics* 
tion  or  reference. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  wish  simply  to  sartbs! 
I  called  up  that  bill,  a  very  worthy  case^grruit- 
ing  a  pension  to  a  lady  who  I  was  informed  br 
a  colleague  in  the  other  House  waa  tbat  dij 
on  her  eighty-second  birthday.  I  did  m 
examine  to  see  whether  it  gave  her  a  ^ny'^i 
from  the  date  of  the  introduction  of  the  bil 
What  was  the  date? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  know;aL^i: 
two  years  ago,  1  understood. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  gave  her  back  pes- 
sion  for  two  years.  Undoubtedly  she  »ii 
entitled  to  a  pension  on  the  statement  made  w 
me,  and  the  bill  passed  the  Hoase;  bs*  I 
desire  to  say  that  if  my  attention  had  bee& 
called  to  the  fact  that  it  antedated  the  pes 
sion,  I  should  myself  have  proposed  an  amfiii- 
ment|  so  that  the  bill  would  have  conforoied  i: 
that  respect  to  the  very  proper  action  of  ii« 
Senate  on  that  subject. 

DOTY  ON  RUaSIA  BIMP. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  other  day  the  SeMte 
gave  leave  to  the  minority  of  the  Committte 
on  Finance  to  submit  their  views  disseetirj 
from  the  report  of  the  majority,  aa  conuioed 
in  report  of  committee  No.  87,  reporting  *d- 
versely  on  the  petition  of  iaiporter«ofBos'.oa 
and  New  York  **  for  refund  of  duties  eiacied 
on  certain  importations  of  Russia  hempio 
violation  of  treaty  stipnlations  b«ween  tie 
empire  of  Russia  and  the  United  States.'  I 
desire  to  submit  those  views  and  ask  to  have 
them  printed. 

I  will  also  remark  that  the  question  is  one 
of  exceeding  interest  and  importance,  aod  to 
far  as  I  am  aware  in  Congress  is  one  of  d«« 
impression  as  to  the  apparent  conflict  otm 
of  the  citizen  between  his  obligation  of  obefli- 
ence  to  a  treaty  made  with  a  friendly  ro«r 
and  a  subsequent  law  which,  uninteDtionilif 
no  doubt,  was  considered  an  infrin|ementor 
those  treaty  stipulations.  An  admission  to§ 
been  made  by  the  Senate  and  by  Conjfr^  »« 
the  act  of  1861  imposing  an  increased  dot/OD 
Russia  hemp  was  an  infringement  of  the  tres? 
stipulation  made  in  1882.  The  Pre3«?«^/^^ 
the  United  States,  in  his  message  m  l^ 
recommended  an  amendment  of  the  1»*» 
Oongress  acting  upon  it,  under,  as  i  »>>°  ^ 
the  unanimous  report  of  the  Committee 
Finance  in  1870 „^    .    .^ 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  The  SeDitf' 
is  entirely  mistaken.  There  never  was  a  unw 
imous  r^ort 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  report  certainly  «J 
concurred  in  by  the  present  c*»*^'''°?°.  u. 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  was  fflw«;;;i, 
Williams,  of  Oregon,  the  prweni  Atton? 
General.  If  any  one  did  dissent  froo  '^^'^ 
was  my  honorable  friend  from  Vennoni, 
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I  was  not  aware  that  he  did.  The  proceedings 
in  the  Globe  will  show  that  Mr.  Williama  made 
the  report  of  the  mi^oi^^y  i  ^^^  ^e  made  it 
accompanied  by  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  par- 
ties supposed  to  be  injured ;  that  the  honora* 
ble  Senator  from  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the 
committeef  while  assenting  to  the  fact  that  the 
law  of  1861  bad  unintentionally  worked  an 
infringement  of  treaty  stipulalions,  yet  never- 
theless did  not  accede  to  the  proposition  that 
a  citizen  of  the  United  States  had  a  remedy 
under  it  for  that  infringement  I  was  not 
aware  that  the  honorable  Senator  at  that  time 
dissented  from  the  report. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermdnt    Always. 
Mr.  BAYARD.    I  do  not  think  that  the 
record  shows  that  he  did.    Bat  what  1  desire 
at  present  to  say  is  that  Congress  did  recog- 
nize at  that  time  by.  its  action  in  amending  the 
tariff  laws  that  imposed  this  increased  dnty 
upon  Russia  hemp,  that  the  act  of  1861  was 
in  yiolation  of  treaty  stipulations.    That  fact 
being  admitted  as  a  premise,  it  seems  to  me 
there  is  a  plain  and  important  duty  upon  the 
American  Congress  as  a  sequence,  and  that  is 
that  if  your  citiaeu  has  obeyed  your  treaty 
stipulation,  which  by  the  terms  of  the  Consti- 
tution is  equally  with  our   other  laws   the 
supreme  law  of  the  land,  he  should  be  pro- 
tected from  the  consequences  of  conflicting — 
nnintentionally  perhaps,  bntconflictiDg — ^l^s* 
lation  upon  matters  tonchinc  his  interests. 
That  is  really  the  principle  which  I  desire  to 
see  vindicated,  and  it  is  in  furtherance  of  that 
that  the  honorable  Senator  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Fentov]  and  myself  have  joined  in  these 
views,  which  we  ask  to  have  printed. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Before  the 
views  of  the  minority  are  received  I  desire  to 
suggest  to  my  friend  from  Delaware  whether 
it  would  not  be  pro|>er,  as  it  is  a  mere  matter 
of  courtesy  that  minority  reports  are  ever 
received  at  all|  that  this  report,  like  the  major- 
ity report,  should  be  read  in  committee?  I 
desire  to  know  what  there  is  in  that  minority 
report  before  it  is  submitted.  The  majority 
report  has  been  read.  I  presnme  the  Senator 
will  have  no  oljeetion.  I  should  like  to  hear 
the  minority  report  read  in  committee.  I  do 
not  know  what  there  may  be  in  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  As  the  points  of  our  dif- 
ference were  quite  well  understood,  as  the 
Senator  has  been  dissenting  from  the  proposi- 
tions urged  by  me  in  committee  and  also  in 
the  Senate,  and  as  it  was  naderBtood  that  we 
went  on  the  basis  of  the  prior  report  made  by 
the  then  Senator  from  Oregon,  Mr.  Williams, 
as  we  had  really  followed  on  the  basis  of  the 
doctrines  laid  down  by  him,  and  as  that  report 
was  iu  print  and  in  possession  of  the  honors 
able  Senator  from  Vermont,  it  did  not  occur  to 
me  that  the  Senator  would  care  to  have  them 
sabmitted  to  the  committee  formally;  but  if 
he  does  wish  to  see  them  before  they  are 
printed,  I  will  withdraw  them  with  pleasure 
and  hand  them  to  him  for  his  inspection. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  think  it 
would  be  right  and  proper  on  all  oceasioas 
that  the  views  of  the  minority  shonld  be  first 
presented  to  the  oommittee ;  and  I  will  say, 
while  I  am  up,  on  this  question,  that  I  re|^rd 
it  as  proper,  when  a  minority  have  views 
differing  from  those  of  the  majority,  that  they 
should  always  be  presented  to  the  committee. 
At  the  same  time,  if  they  desire  to  make  a 
report^  upon  making  that  desire  known  to  the 
committee  I  think  it  no  more  than  courtesy 
on  the  part  of  the  minority  of  the  oommittee 
that  tb^  should  wait  until  the  minority  views 
are  ready ;  and  in  this  case  I  certainly  desire 
to  see  what  there  may  be  in  this  report  before 
it  is  presented. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  If  this  had  been  the  first 
time  that  the  position  of  the  minority  had 
been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  committee, 
I  should  have  been  more  strict  in  submitting 
these  views  to  the  majority  of  the  committee ; 
but  as  we  have  followed  upon  a  track  marked 
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out  for  us  hf  what  was  two  years  ago  the  action 
of  the  majority  of  the  oonimittee,  I  did  not 
suppose  there  would  be  anything  novel  in 
what  we  said  nowj  but  I  ask  leave  to  with- 
draw these  views,  in  order  that  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  may  inspect  tiiem,  and  I  will 
present  them  to-morrow. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  That  will  be 
entirely  satisfactory. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  have  not  heard  this  dis- 
cussion. It  will  be  remembered,  however,  by 
the  Senate  that  a  statement  was  made  by  the 
Vice  President  then  in  the  Chair  that  the 
minority  of  the  committee  should  have  the 
privilege  of  submitting  their  views  at  any  time 
m  the  form  of  a  report.  I  suppose  there  is 
no  ouestion  about  that,  and  do  not  see  why  there 
is  objection  now. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understands  the  Senator  from  Delaware  to 
withdraw  the  paper  which  was  presented  by 
him. 
^  Mr.  BAYARD  subsequently  presented  the 
views  of  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance ;  and  they  were  received  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

AMBNDMBNTS  TO   APPHOPBIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  WILSON  submitted  an  amendment  in- 
tended to  be  proposed  by  him  to  the  bill  (H. 
3*  No.  1191)  making  appropriations  for  the 
naval  service  for  the  year  endio|^  June  80, 
1878,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  submitted  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  by  him  to  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1641)  miJcing  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Army  for  the  year  eliding  June 
80,  1878,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was 
reierred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BUENT-OUT  H0HB8TBAB  SBTTLKBS. 

Mr.  HOWE.  There  is  on  the  table  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  those  who  were  burned  oat  in 
the  fires  which  prevailed  in  Michigan,  Minne- 
sota, and  Wisconsin  last  fiall,  which  does  not 
take  any  money  from  the  Treasury,  does  noth- 
ing but  extend  the  time  to  those  who  are  set- 
tlers under  the  homestead  law  to  rebuild  their 
houses  which  were  consumed  by  those  fires, 
and  extends  the  time  about  one  year  to  make 
the  pigment  for  their  claims.    It  has  been  re- 

Krtod  favorably  bv  the  Committee  on  Public 
•nds,  and  I  ask  the  Senate  to  consider  it  this 
momiog. 

There  beine  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  546)  relative  to  home- 
stead settlers  burned  out  in  the  States  of  Min- 
nesota, Wisconsin,  and  Michigan .  The  pream- 
ble recites  that  fires  in  extent  nnpan^eled  in 
the  histoiy  of  the  country  burned  through 
the  newly  settled  parts  of  the  States  of  Min- 
nesota, Wisconsin,  and  Michigan,  during  the 
autumn  of  the  year  1871,  whereby  many  home- 
stead settlers  lost  their  dwellings  anil  all  of 
their  personal  property,  and  many  were  burned 
to  death,  ana  many  others  were  so  much 
burned  as  to  disable  them  from  labor  for  the 
present  winter,  and  are  unable  to  rebuild  and 
occupy  their  lands  within  a  period  of  six 
months  after  the  fires  had  driven  them  from 
their  homestead.  The  bill  therefore  provides 
that  all  such  persons  occupying  homestead 
claims  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
on  lands  of  the  United  States,  and  the  heirs 
of  such  persons  who  were  burned  to  death, 
who  were  burned  out  in  the  year  1871  in  the 
States  of  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and  Michigan, 
shall  have  until  the  Ist  day  of  Jannaiy,  1878. 
to  rebuild  on  and  reoccupy  their  homesteaa 
lands;  and  that  when  the  homestead  claim- 
ants shall  prove  up  their  claims,  such  period 
of  time  until  Uie  1st  day  of  January,  1878, 
shall  be  included  in  the  five  years'  time  which 
they  were  required  by  law  to  reside  on  the 
lands,  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  homestead 


claimant  had  actually  resided  thereon  during 
that  period  of  time.  In  all  cases  where  the 
person  having  a  homestead  claim  under  th^ 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  the  States  of 
Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  and  Michigan,  shall 
have  been  burned  to  death  or  perished  from 
the  effects  of  such  fires,  it  is  to  be  lawful  for 
the  heirs  or  the  guardian  of  any  children  which 
may  have  survived  the  fires,  or  the  administra- 
tor of  the  estate  of  the  deceased  homestead 
claimant,  to  prove  up  the  claim  before  the 
register  of  the  land  office  of  the  proper  dis- 
trict, and  u^on  proof  of  the  occupation  and 
residence  ot  the  homestead  claimant,  up  to 
the  period  of  so  being  burned  out,  a  patent 
is  to  be  issued  to  the  heir  or  heirs,  or  guard- 
ian for  the  use  of  the  heir,  or  administrator 
for  the  use  of  the  estate,  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  the  homestead  claimant  had  resided 
thereon  for  five  years. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  enerossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  A  suggestion  has  just  been 
made  to  me  by  mv  colleague  to  which  I  think 
the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
ought  to  be  invited.  Ought  not  this  bill  to 
include  also  preomptors  who  are  unable  to 
comply  with  tneir  engagements  on  account  of 
the  fires? 

Mr.  WINDOM.  It  occurs  to  me  that  relief 
is  more  demanded  for  preemptors  than  for 
homestead  settlers,  because  they  are  required 
to  pay  for  the  lands. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  PreSmptors  are  nearly 
all  changed  to  homesteaders.  The  law  allows 
a  preemptor  to  change  his  application  from  a 
pre'^mption  to  a  homestead.  There  is  no 
expense  in  that,  and  they  have  nearly  all 
changed. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Not  in  all  cases  probably. 
Certainly  the  preemption  laws  are  in  force. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Suppose  you  insert  '^  or  pre- 
emptor?" 

Mr.  WINDOM.  If  preemptors  prefer  to 
pay  the  Qovernment  the  money,  we  have  no 
objection.    We  ought  rather  to  invite  that. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  to  the  fact  that 
if  this  bill  shall  be  amended  it  will  require 
considerable  care.  My  attention  was  called 
to  it.  I  had  a  desire  to  relieve  the  preSmptors 
in  the  Territory  of  Dakota;  cases  of  great 
merit.  The  Senator  from  Kansas  fMr.  Pome- 
rot]  has  a  bill  affecting  the  rights  of  pre- 
emption^ and  I  suggest  now  to  Uie  Senators 
from  Minnesota  that  the  object  which  they 
wish  to  meet  will  be  much  better  met  in  that 
bill  by  simply  inserting  the  name  of  the  State 
or  Territory  that  it  is  to  apply  to.  It  will 
go  much  better  there  than  here.  If  made 
to  apply  to  this  bill  you  have  to  change  the 
machmery  of  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  WiNDOM.  I  prefer  that  it  should  be 
in  the  other  bill  unless  we  are  precluded  from 
passing  that  by  passing  this,  in  the  estimation 
of  certain  gentlemen. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  No;  the  other  is  a  distinct 
class  of  cases,  and  have  as  much  merit  as 
these.  I  have  no  doubt*that  bill  will  receive 
the  unanimous  support  of  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  passed. 

HARRY  B.  CLOUD. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  Oommittee  on  Military 
Affairs  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  (S. 
No.  946)  to  remove  the  charge  of  desertion 
a{;ainst  Harry  -B.  Cloud  from  the  records  and 

Sve  him  an  honorable  discharge,  and  I  ask 
r  its  passage  now.  I  will  say  that  it  is  a 
meritorious  hill.  I  can  read  a  statement  in 
regard  to  it,  but  it  would  take  some  time.  I 
am  sure  there  will  be  no  objection. 

The  bill  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  have 
that  explained.  I  suppose  it  amounts  to  a 
proposition  to  pay  this  gentleman  an  amount 
of  money. 
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Mr.  LOGAN.  Not  at  all;  I  will  state  the 
facts.  This  young  man  served  in  the  Army 
about  ten  years.  When  the  volunteer  service 
was  over  he  joined  the  regulars.  At  Mont- 
gomery, Alabama,  as  he  states  himself,  un- 
conscious of  what  he  was  doing,  he  deserted, 
and  was  gone  several  days,  and  then  reen- 
listed.  He  thought  he  could  avoid  giving  him- 
self up  to  be  tried  for  desertion  by  reSnlisting 
and  serving  in  the  Army.  A  short  time  ago 
he  was  arrested  as  a  deserter  for  that  desertion, 
although  he  was  still  in  the  Army.  Under 
these  circumstances  he  asks  that  that  charge 
of  desertion  be  removed ;  and  we  think  it  is 

g roper  that  it  should  be  done.     He  served 
kitnfuUy,  and  there  is  no  charge  against  him 
on  record  except  this  one. 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  have  no  objection. 
The  bill  was  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  by  unanimous  consent. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILLS  IMTBODUOBD. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  morn- 
ing hour  has  expired,  and  the  Indian  appro- 
priation bill  is  now  before  the  Senate.  The 
Chair  will  state  that  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Cameron]  gave  notice  that  he 
would  call  up  at  this  hour  the  French  spolia- 
tion bill. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  to  allow  me  to  introduce  a 
bill. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  will  give  way  for  morn- 
ing business. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  (by  request) 
asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent  obtained, 
leave  bo  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  947)  to  en- 
courage and  promote  telegraphic  communi- 
cation between  America,  Asia,  and  Europe  ; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  move  its  ref- 
erence to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CASSERLT.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  the  Committee  on  Forei^  Relations  has 
all  the  other  bills  on  that  subject,  and  if  there 
be  no  great  objection  on  his  part,  I  think  this 
bill  had  better  go  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  will 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  948)  providing  for  compensation  to  the 
oUy  of  New  Orleans  for  loss  sustained  by  the 
destruction  of  the  Touro  almshouse ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Afifairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  WEST  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  tointrocfuce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
949)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  May  Barlow,  widow 
of  Judge  J.  H.  C.  Barlow,  a  lo^al  citizen  of 
Louisiana;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  960)  authorizing  the  Kansas  Valley 
National  Bank  of  Topeka,  in  the  State  of  ELan- 
sas,  to  change  its  name  to  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Topeka ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  also  ask  leave  to  intro- 
duce another  bill,  which  has  been  handed  me 
by  a  delegation  from  the  Cherokee  nation.  I 
have  introduced  one  for  the  same  purpose,  and 
I  introduce  this  that  it  may  be  reierred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

By  unanimous  consent,  leave  was  granted  to 
introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  951)  establishing  a 
United  States  district  court  in  the  Indian 
oountry;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  962)  to  advance  Captain  Homer  C.  Blake 
one  grade  in  the  Navy :  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  tne  Committee  on  Nava) 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AOBIOULTURAL    BBPOBT. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing resolution ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing: 

Retolved  hy  the  SenaU,  (the  House  of  Represent- 
atives coDcarring,)  That  there  be  priDted  of  the 
annual  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agrioulture 
for  1871  two  hundred  and  fifty-flve  thousand  extra 
oopies,  one  hundred  and  eishty  thousand  of  whtoh 
shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House,  fifty  thousand  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  twenty-five  thousand  for 
distribution  by  the  Commissioner  of  Asricnlture. 

ORDJBR  OT  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  appeal  to  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  said  I  would  give  way 
for  morning  business. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  desire  to  call  up  a  joint 
resolution  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
in  relation  to  claims  against  the  Government, 
authorizing  the  southern  claims  commission 
to  report  from  time  to  time.  The  law  as  it 
now  exists  onlv  provides  that  thev  shall  report 
once  a  year.  They  have  a  number  of  claims 
that  they  desire  to  report  upon,  but  under  the 
law  they  are  not  authorized  to  do  so.  The 
object  of  this  resolution  is  to  authorize  the  com- 
mission to  report  from  time  to  time  as  they  may 
decide  upon  cases.  I  ask  to  call  up  that  res- 
olution.    I  am  sure  no  one  will  oppose  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  What  is  the 
number  of  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  ALCORN.  I  ask  the  Clerk  for  the 
number  of  the  resolution  and  the  title. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  no  other  business  will 
intervene.  The  unfinished  business  is  the 
Indian  appropriation  bill,  and  I  hope  we  shall 
be  able  to  go  on  with  iL  The  floor  is  assigned 
to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  make  a 
motion  if  he  chooses  to  make  it.  I  hope,  how- 
ever, he  will  not  make  it. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  rose  to  make  a  motion, 
and  I  was  only  prevented  from  insisting  on  it 
because  several  gentlemen  seemed  to  have 
some  morning  business  to  present  I  trust 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  will  not  press  his 
bill  now,  because  that  will  interfere  with  mine. 

Mr.  ALCORN.     I  withdraw  the  request 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  move  to  lay  the  pend- 
ing appropriation  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  should  like  to  give  a 
notice.  Some  two  weeks  ago  the  post  route 
bill  was  reported.  I  find  that  in  its  printing 
there  are  a  great  many  mistakes,  misprints, 
misspelling  of  proper  names.  As  there  prob- 
ably will  not  be  a  great  deal  of  time  given  for 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  I  hope  Senators  will 
in  the  mean  time  examine  the  routes  in  their 
respective  States  and  inform  me  or  the  clerk 
of  the  committee  of  any  mistakes,  that  they 
may  be  corrected  in  time. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  desire  to 
make  an  inquiry  of  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania whether  he  wishes  to  take  up  the  French 
spoliation  bill  at  present  with  a  view  of  con- 
sideriug  the  bill  and  passing  it,  or  coming  to 
a  final  conclusion? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  do.  When  I  first  made 
the  motion  two  or  three  months  ago,  I  ex- 
pected onlv  to  make  a  few  remarks  and  then 
let  the  bill  lie  over  for  the  consideration  of 
the  country  as  well  as  the  Senate;  but  so  much 
time  has  since  elapsed  that  I  have  made  up  my 
mind  that  unless  we  get  an  early  decision  the 
bill  will  fall.  I  expect  to-day  not  to  take  up 
much  time.  My  remarks  will  not  extend  over 
twenty  or  thirty  minutes.  The  Senator  from 
Maryland  [Mr.  Viokebs]  will  follow  me,  and 
then  I  hope  t-o  have  the  assistance  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Sumner,]  who  1 


is  reallv  the  originator  of  thu  bill,  and  I  tkisi 
we  shall  pass  the  bill  to-day.     I  trust  so. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    I  hope  so. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  see  no  reason  why  v- 
cannot 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qB«« 
tion  is  on  laying  the  appropriation  bill  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  renew  my  motioB  to 
lay  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLE.  Will  the  Senator  withdraw  r. 
for  a  moment?  I  will  detain  tne  Senate  as 
more  than  one  minute. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Very  welL  I  withdraw 
the  motion. 

Mr.  COLE.  Mr.  President,  we  have  the 
enunciation  from  the  Senator  from  Penotyl- 
vania  that  he  desires  action  on  kia  bill  to-dsj 
or  before  it  is  disposed  of.  I  am  glad  he  has 
given  the  Senate  notice  to  that  effect  I  have 
no  expectation  that  the  Senate  will  take  op  a 
class  of  claims  which  are  more  than  three 
score  and  ten  years  old,  and  consider  then  is 
preference  to  the  regular  baatoeaa  of  the  set 
sion,  which  is  far  behind.  The  Indian  appro 
priation  bill  has  been  considered  and  is  ncarlr 
completed,  and  I  have  no  doabt  in  my  miad 
that  it  will  be  finished  to-day  in  this  bodtfta^ 
probably  at  an  early  hour  in  the  day,  if  we  aov 
proceed  with  it. 

The  French  spoliation  matter  ta  a  veiy  eld 
one,  and  one  that  can  wait  a  Utile  longer  ee;- 
tainly ;  whereas  it  will  be  daogeroaa  to  post 

f>one  action  on  the  Indian  ^propriatioo  Dii 
on^er.  We  shall  have  spoliatiooa  from  the 
Indians  upon  the  whites  to  take  care  of,  if  «e 
do  not  proceed  with  the  consideration  of  thi: 
bill.  The  chairman  of  the  Committee  oa 
Indian  Affairs  has  stated  to  the  Senate  good 
reasons  why  it  should  be  disposed  of  at  ss 
early  di^.  He  so  stated  diatinctly  the  ochflr 
day,  and  I  need  not  repeat  his  statemeot  oa 
that  occasion.  I  believe  with  these  hias 
clearly  before  the  Senate  they  will  not  die- 
place  the  regular  business  for  the  purpose  odf 
proceeding  with  the  bill  the  Senator  firoa 
Pennsylvania  desires  to  have  acted  on. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  inquire  of  the  bonorshk 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  if  he  won  id  not  be 
willing  to  defer  his  motion  nnttl  to-morrow  or 
some  other  day  this  week  that  may  be  agraed 
on,  with  a  view  of  enabling  ns  to  diapoee  of 
the  Indian  approoriation  bill  to-day? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  certainly  shall  aot 
object  to  postponing  this  mauer  for  a  day  if 
I  can  be  certaw  of  having  a  day  allotted  to  d» 
bill.  I  do  not  want  to  Interfere  with  the  oar- 
rent  business  of  the  Senate,  but  I  do  feel  tbat 
the  objection  which  the  Senator  from  Califor 
nia  makes  to  taking  up  this  bill  now  is  the 
strongest  reason  why  we  ought  to  act  opcm  it 
It  is  more  than  three-score  euad  ten  years  old. 
Two  generations  of  people  interested  ia  these 
claims  have  died,  and  the  third  is  here  now 
asking  for  justice.  These  claims  differ  frosi 
all  others  that  have  come  on  thia  €k>iremiBeiit 
in  that  they  have  never  changed  hands.  They 
have  not  gone  out  of  the  families  of  the  origtojii 
claimants  at  all,  but  these  people,  relying  oa 
the  faith  of  the  Government,  have  held  theot 
now  until  the  third  generation,  expseting  eveiy 
year  to  get  what  is  due  to  them.  If  the  Sen- 
ate will  allow  me  to  have  to-morrow 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Will  the  Senator  perwt 
me  to  make  a  suggestion  ? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  always  hear  with  neat 
pleasure  the  suggestions  of  the  Senator  Iraei 
Maine. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  feel  perhaps  as  earoast 
an  interest  in  the  matter  to  which  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  refers  as  the  Senator  him- 
self. Now,  the  suggestion*  I  would  make  to 
him  is  this :  that  he  give  notice  to  the  Senate 
that  he  will  call  up  the  bill  immediately  after 
the  disposition  of  the  pending  ^propriatioB 
bill,  and  let  the  question  stand  in  that  way.  I 
think  it  would  be  better  to  do  thai;  thtttis 
my  idea. 
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Mr.  STEWART.  I  hope  there  will  be  no 
notice  givea  to  interfere  with  my  getting  up 
the  coal  bill.  I  have  been  waiting  a  long  time 
to  get  a  vote  on  that. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  allow  me  to  make  a  snggestion? 

Mr.  CAMERON.     Certainly. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  hope  no  course  will  be 
taken  which  will  interfere  with  the  understand- 
ing the  Senate  came  to  unanimously  that  to- 
morrow the  case  of  the  North  Carolina  Sen- 
atorship  should  be  taken  up  at  one  o'clock  and 
disposed  of.  I  do  not  want  that  arrangement 
to  be- interfered  with,  for  that  is  a  question 
which  ought  to  have  been  disposed  of  long 
ago,  and  would  have  been  before  this  but  for 
sickness  in  the  family  of  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin and  my  own  necessary  absence  from 
the  Senate. 

Now,  while  I  am  on  my  feet  I  beg  to  say 
fariher  that  if  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
wishes  the  French  spoliation  bill  taken  up 
simpljr  for  the  purpose  of  making  his  remarks 
upon  it,  and  for  the  purpose  of  our  hearing  the 
Senator  from  Maryland,  I  am  very  willing  to 
vote  to  lay  the  appropriation  bill  on  the  table 
for  that  purpose ;  not  if  he  desires  to  press  that 
French  spoliation  bill  to  a  vote  to-day,  then  I 
must  in  all  frankness  say  to  him  that  in  my 
judgment  that  cannot  be  done.  I  have  seen 
that  bill  once  pass  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives under  the  previous  question.  1  hope  it 
will  never  pass  the  Senate  in  the  way  in  which 
it  was  passed  through  that  House,  and  when- 
ever that  bill  shall  come  Dp  it  will  be  fully 
discussed,  and  therefore  I  submit  to  him  that 
he  do  not  attempt  to  force  that  bill  to  a  vote 
to-day ;  but  if  he  desires  simply  to  make  his 
remarks  and  to  let  the  Senator  from  Maryland 
be  heard,  and  then  let  the  bill  go  over,  I  am  for 
one  perfectly  willing  to  give  that  opportunity. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  said  before,  but  I  sup- 
pose the  Senator  from  Ohio  did  not  hear  me, 
that  when  we  started  this  question  I  asked  the 
Senate  only  to  hear  me  and  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  ;  but  now  time  having  elapsed,  the 
session  coming  so  near  a  close,  I  desire  when 
this  bill  is  taken  up  to  have  it  decided,  and 
for  that  reason  I  shall  take  the  soggestion  of 
the  Senator  from  Maine.  His  suggestions  are 
always  wisdom,  as  are  those  from  Ohio,  and 
I  will  take  to-morrow  or  the  next  day  after 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    Not  to-morrow. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Then  I  will  say  the  day 
afler  to-morrow  immediately  after  the  morning 
hour  I  will  expect  the  Senate  to  take  up  the 
French  spoliation  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  remind  my  friend 
that  possibly  the  Indian  bill  may  be  through 
in  the  course  of  an  hour. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  it  can  be  disposed 
of  in  a  very  short  time.  But  I  understooa  from 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 

S nations  that  there  was  another  small  bill  he 
esired  to  pass  immediately  after  this,  the 
deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts,  would  it  not  be  better  under 
the  circumstances  to  wait  until  the  North 
Carolina  question  is  disposed  of? 

Mr.  SUMNER.  If  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
be  so  fortunate  as  to  get  the  Indian  bill  through 
in  the  course  of  an  hour,  or  in  a  short  time,  I 
should  be  sorry  that  the  other  bill  should  be. 
postponed.  And  now  I  really  wish  to  make 
one  remark  in  reply  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 
He  speaks  of  forcing  the  French  spoliation 
bill.  Who  wishes  to  force  it?  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  have  any  such  idea? 
Certainly  I  have  no  such  idea.  I  believe  this 
bill  will  take  care  of  itself,  if  it  once  gets  before 
the  Senate.  Let  the  Senate  understand  the 
bill  and  there  will  be  no  forcing,  except  so  far 
as  the  conscience  of  each  Senator  may  force 
his  vote.  For  two  generations  the  forcing  has 
been  the  other  way,  two  presidential  vetoes, 
and  forcing  of  all  kinds.  Now  at  last  it  does 
seem  as  if  a  day  of  justice  had  come.    Why, 
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sir,  only  two  days  ago  the  Senate  spent  a  day 
in  considering  recent  cfltims,  fresh  claims,  not 
one  of  which  was,  I  would  say,  as  deserving 
of  attention  as  these  venerable  claims.  It  is 
not  proper  to  insult  them  on  account  of  their 
age.  On  that  account  they  are  to  be  com- 
mended. They  have  additional  merit,  and 
there  is  additional  obligation  upon  us,  because 
we  and  our  predecessors  in  these  seats  have 
so  long  delayed  justice. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  call  for  the  regular  order, 
Mr.  President. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  withdraw  my  motion 
with  the  understanding  that  I  will  call  up  the 
French  spoliation  bill,  if  opportunity  offer, 
afler  this  bill  passes ;  if  not,  tne  day  after  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  arise  to  understand 
for  myself  and  for  others  that  that  is  a  mere 
notice  given  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, not  that  silence  implies  any  aflreement 
to  take  the  bill  up  with  the  view  wnich  the 
Senator  has  suggested.  He  needs  no  assur- 
ance that  the  whole  Senate  will  vote  to  take 
it  up  at  any  time  to  enable  him  to  make  his 
remarks  upon  it ;  but  whenever  it  is  taken  up 
and  adhered  to  with  a  view  to  final  action,! 
think  we  are  all  bound  to  expect  that  no  one 
dav,  no  pair  of  days,  no  threei  or  four  days, 
will  see  the  end  of  the  discussion  which  will 
ensue,  and  whether  we  are  to  vote  to  take  it 
up  in  the  midst  of  the  pending  bill,  for  ex- 
ample, or  after  that  bill  has  been  concluded, 
in  anticipation  of  other  appropriation  bills, 
every  Senator  must  be  left  to  decide  for  him- 
self. Therefore,  I  object  to  an  understanding ; 
but  I  assure  the  Senator,  although  he  does 
not  need  that  assurance  from  me,  that  I  will 
vote  with  him  at  any  time  and  always  to  take 
it  up  whenever  his  convenience  suggests  the 
time  for  the  purpose  of  makinp^  the  remarks 
which  he  wishes  to  make  upon  it. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  felc  sure  of  what  the 
Senator  from  New  York  says;  but  I  hope 
when  the  bill  is  brought  up  we  shall  press  it, 
as  far  as  we  can,  to  a  conclusion.  I  know 
there  is  no  agreement  which  will  compel  the 
Senate  to  vote  upon  the  bill  unless  the  Senate 
is  disposed  to  do  so.  I  will  not  interfere  with 
the  time  of  the  Senator  from  California  now, 
and  I  give  way  with  the  understanding  that 
if  I  cannot  get  it  up  to-day,  I  shall  consider 
myself  at  liberty  to  call  it  up  the  day  afler 
to-morrow  immediately  after  the  morning  hour. 

^       MI88AOB  FROM  THE  H0U8B. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhebson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  concurred  in  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  622)  granting  a  pension  to  Richard  B. 
Crawford. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  bill  (S.  No.  770)  to  erect  two 
new  land  districts  in  the  State  or  Nebraska. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
House  had  disagreed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1228)  for  the 
relief  of  R.  Nelson  Gere,  asked  a  conference 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
thereon,  ana  had  appointed  Mr.  Ghakles  Fos- 
ter of  Ohio,  Mr.  William  E.  Laksiito  of  New 
York,  and  Mr.  John  T.  Harris  of  Virginia, 
managers  at  the  same  on  its  part. 

BNROLLRD  RILLS  8I0NRD. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed  the  following 
enrolled  bills ;  and  they  were  thereupon  signed 
by  the  Vice  President: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  181)  to  change  the  bound- 
aries of  the  collection  district  of  Brazos  de 
Santiago,  in  the  State  of  Texas ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  590)  for  the  relief  of  cer- 
tain settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Iowa  under 
the  provisions  of  the  homestead  laws ;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  117)  to  author- 
ize the  erection  of  a  colossal  statue  of  the  late 
Admiral  Farragut. 


ST.  OROIZ  AND  BUPBRIOR  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill  (S.  No.  665)  to  extend  the 
time  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  complete 
a  road  from  Lake  St.  Croix  to  Lake  Superior, 
report  that  they,  have  met,  and  after  full  and 
free  conference  have  been  unable  to  agree.  I 
move  that  the  Senate  insist  on  its  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, and  ask  for  the  appointment  of  another 
committee  of  conference,  the  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  be  appointed  by  the 
Chair. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

R.  NBL80N  OBRB. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  its  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1228)  for  the  relief 
of  R.  Nelson  Gere,  disagreed  to  by  the  House 
of  Representatives,  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  FENTON, 

Jietolved,  That  the  Senate  insist  upon  its  amend- 
ment to  the  said  bill  disagreed  to  bv  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  acree  to  the  conference  asked 
by  the  House  on  the  disasreelnff  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  thereon. 

Ordered^  That  the  conference  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  by  the  Vice  President. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  Mr. 
Fenton,  Mr.  Nte,  and  Mr.  Datis  of  Wost 
Virginia. 

INDIAN  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1192)  mining  appropriations  for  the  cur- 
rent and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
department,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  various  Indian  tnbes  for  the  year 
ending  June  80,  1878,  and  for  other  purposes, 
the  pending  question  being  on  the  amendment 
submitted  by  Mr.  Hitchcock,  to  add  as  an 
additional  section  to  the  bill  the  following: 

8x0.  ~.  That  it  shall  be  the  dutv  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  to  prepare  and  cause  to  be  published 
suoh  roles  and  resalations  as  he  may  deem  neoea- 
sary  or  proper,  prescribing  the  manner  of  present- 
inf  claims  for  compensation  for  depredations  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians,  and  the  degree  and  character 
of  the  evidence  necessary  to  support  snch  claims; 
he  shall  oarefally  investigate  all  such  claims  as  may 
be  presented,  sabjeot  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
prej^ared  by  him.  and  report  to  Congress,  at  each 
session  thereof,  the  nature,  character,  and  amount 
of  such  claims,  whether  allowed  by  him  or  not,  and 
the  evidence  upon  which  his  action  was  based. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
amendment  is  a  very  innocent  and  at  the  same 
time  a  very  just  provision.  It  provides  for  the 
payment  of  no  claim;  it  makes  no  attack  upon 
the  Treasury.  It  simply  instructs  and  author- 
izes the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  examine 
and  investigate  the  correctness  and  justice  of 
claims  for  compensation  to  white  persons  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Indians  for  depredations 
by  those  Indians. 

I  stated  in  the  outset  that  I  had  no  desire  to 
antagonize  the  popular  sentiment  prevalent  in 
this  country  of  sympathy  with  the  sufferings 
and  wrongs  of  the  Indians,  that  I  was  quite  as 
anxious  as  any  other  person  could  be  that  the 
Indian  should  be  protected  in  all  his  justrights; 
that  I  believed  the  people  of  the  boraer  States, 
the  neighbors  of  the  Indians,  were  quite  as 
anxious,  quite  as  directly  and  vitally  interested 
that  the  Indians  should  oe  protected  in  their 
just  rights  as  anv  other  people  could  be,  and 
that  all  we  asked  was  that  tney  should  not  be 
allowed  to  wroog  us  with  impunity.  I  stated 
that  the  statutes  of  this  country,  following  the 
sentiment  which  has  become  dominant  and 
prevalent  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, had  been  changed  in  this  respect.  I  stated 
that  the  whole  policy  of  this  Government  had 
been,  down  to  1859,  to  hold  the  United  States 
responsible  for  depredations  committed  by 
Indians  upon  the  persons  and  property  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  engn^ed  in  their 
lawful  parsuits. 

I  quoted,  to  sastain  that  view,  the  inter- 
course act  of  1808  and  the  intercourse  act  of 
1884  which  repeats  verbatim  the  section  cov- 
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ering  that  qaestioD.  I  read  the  statute  of 
1859,  which  limits  the  money  to  be  paid  by 
Indians  to  the  annuities  due  to  them,  and  sec- 
tion four  of  the  act  of  1870,  which  expressly 
and  in  terms  forbids  that  any  payment  shall 
be  made  to  any  person  for  any  depredation 
committed  by  Indians,  unless  that  person 
comes  to  Congress  and  in  each  individual 
case  presents  his  claim  and  asks  the  investi- 
gation and  action  of  Congress  upon  that  claim. 
1  appealed  to  the  Senate  whether  that  was  not 
in  these  cases  of  depredation  practically  and 
to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  denial  of  any 
justice  to  the  people  who  have  been  Uie  suf- 
ferers by  them.  Here  are  these  claimants  two 
thousand  miles  away,  on  the  average  at  least, 
from  the  seat  of  Government  at  Washington. 
The  individual  claims  are  mainly  small  ones ; 
the  people  holding  them  are  poor ;  they  can- 
not in  the  very  nature  of  things  come  to  Con- 
gress, present  each  claim  to  Congress  for  its 
action,  and  hope  for  any  justice,  without  pay- 
ing more  in  actual  expenses  than  the  claim 
would  amount  to. 

Mr.  President,  how  was  that  statement  met 
in  the  Senate?  Promptly  and  at  once  it  was 
met  with  a  motion  that  the  amendment  lie  on 
the  table.  The  honorable  Senator  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  FRELixoHCiTSEir]  proposed  to  turn 
it  out  of  the  Senate  as  he  would  a  mad  dog, 
without  consideration,  without  compunction. 
How  was  the  statement  met  that  I  made  on 
the  question  of  law?  It  was  met  in  the  first 
place  by  the  assertion  that  these  claims  were 
allowable  to-day  by  the  statutes  as  they  stand. 
Now,  sir,  that  is  a  very  delightful  piece  of 
information  to  us  if  it  is  reliable.  That  will 
bring  joy  to  many  a  desolate  homestead  among 
my  constituents,  and  many  a  vacant  pocket,  I 
assure  you.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  however, 
that  that  may  possibly  be  a  mistake,  for  I 
observed  that  when  I  asked  the  Senator  who 
took  that  view  for  the  particular  section,  he 
referred  me  to  section  sixty-seven  of  a  statute, 
and  I  find  upon  examination  that  there  are 
but  thirty  sections  in  that  statute.  That  ref- 
erence is  very  much  like  the  references  that  as 
a  school-boy  I  remember  were  made  to  the 
Bible,  over  in  the  back  part  of  the  book  where 
the  leaves  were  torn  off;  We  are  referred  to 
section  sixty-seven  of  a  statute  where  only 
thirty  sections  exist. 

Sir,  I  have  sat  here  quietly  and  watched  the 
to  me  very  novel  deliberations  upon  the  pas- 
sage of  this  Indian  appropriation  bill.  The 
time  has  been  devoted  mainly  in  the  deliber- 
ation and  discussion  of  this  Indian  appropri- 
ation bill  between  the  adoption  of  very  large, 
and  I  think  I  can  say  very  extravagant  ana 
very  ill -guarded  amendments,  to  the  bill  for 
Indians,  and  vague  and  general  declamation 
in  regard  to  the  sufferings  and  the  wrongs  of 
the  Indians.  Sir,  I  have  lived  fifteen  years 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Indians.  I 
know  something  practically  of  the  character  of 
the  Indian,  and  of  the  relations,  so  far  as  my 
State  is  concerned,  between  the  Indian  and 
the  white  man ;  and  I  stand  here  to-day  to  say 
that  during  the  fifteen  ^ears  of  my  residence 
in  that  ^tate  and  neighborhood  I  cannot 
recall  a  single  instance  that  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  of  aVrong  committed  to  the  per- 
son or  property  of  an  Indian,  and  I  can  recall 
many,  too  many,  terrible  cases  of  outrage  and 
atrocity  that  Indians  have  committed  upon 
white  settlers. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  I  may  refer  to  one 
instance.  In  18G2  a  settler  named  Wiseman 
settled  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  north 
of  Omaha  in  the  county  of  Dixon,  estab- 
lished his  home,  brought  his  family  there, 
and  proposed  there  to  make  his  home  for 
life.  When  an  appeal  was  made  by  this 
country  for  soldiers  to  defend  it,  that  man 
left  his  family  there  upon  the  homestead  and 
enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  country.  He 
left  there  a  boy  of  sixteen,  a  girl  of  fourteen, 
a  little  boy  of  ten,  and  another  little  child  of 
four  years  of  age,  and  he  went  to  serve  his 


country  and  defend  h^  flag.  A  band  of  Sioux 
Indians  passing  that  way,  they  attacked  that 
house.  The  boy  of  sixteen  stood  on  the  defen- 
sive and  was  shot  down  in  his  tracks ;  the  girl 
of  fourteen  was  seized,  and  brutally  and  ter- 
ribly outraged,  and  then  her  skull  crushed  with 
a  club ;  the  little  boy  of  ten  started  to  run  and 
was  shot  down  just  as  he  reached  the  bushes ; 
the  other  little  child  of  four  running  under  the 
bed,  they  amused  themselves  with  striking  at 
him  through  the  bed  and  seeing  precisely  now 
near  they  could  come  to  scalping  him  through 
the  bed,  and  aftierward  they  pulled  him  out 
and  crossed  his  abdomen  with  their  knives. 
Then  they  seized  everything  upon  the  farm  and 
in  the  house  and  went  off  with  their  booty.  In 
that  condition  the  neighbors  found  the  place, 
and  I  myself  was  on  the  spot  a  very  brief  time 
after  it  was  done. 

That  is  something  which  came  under  my  per- 
sonal observation.  That  man  returned  from 
the  defense  of  his  country.  He  returned  to 
his  desolate  home ;  and  to-day,  a  poor  crazed 
idiot,  that  man  is  dep^tidfent  upon  the  gener- 
osity of  his  neighbors  to  support  his  lire,  and 
he  sees  day  after  day  the  bounty  of  this  Gov- 
ernment poured  into  the  laps  of  these  very 
Sioux  Indians  who  desolated  that  homestead. 
That  is  one  incident;  that  is  one  of  the  wrongs 
inflicted  on  our  settlers.  Not  ond  dollar  has 
ever  been  given  that  man  for  all  that  injury. 
That  is  a  single  instance  which  comes  under  my 
personal  knowledge  and  under  my  personal 
observation.  Does  that  amount  to  anything  ? 
Did  these  gentlemen  ever  hear  of  that?  Have 
our  benevolent  friends  at  the  East  ever  heard 
of  an  Indian  outrage? 

They  tell  us  they  see  no  reason  why  W6 
should,  invite  claims  against  the  Indian  Or 
against  the  Indian  annuities.  I  say  that  we 
see  and  feel  and  know  that  we  are  entitled  to 
some  general,  well-defined,  and  specific  plan 
by  which  just  claims  of  that  nature  can  be 
paid,  and  so  long  as  I  have  the  honor  to  occupy 
a  seat  on  this  floor,  I  shall  never  cease  work- 
ing for  what  I  believe  to  be  a  just  right  that 
the  pioneers  of  this  country  have. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion, is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Nebraska. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  have  another  amend- 
ment to  offer: 

Provided^  That  no  annuity,  either  of  money  or 
goods,  provided  for  in  this  act  sIibII  be  paid  to^ibos 
which  are  at  war  with  the  United  States;  bat  if 
portions  of  any  tribe  so  at  war  remain  at  peaoe,  and 
observe  their  treaty  oblitationst  payments  may  be 
made  pro  rata  to  suoh  portion,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior:  And  provided  /«r- 
ther.  That  any  annuity,  either  of  money  or  koods, 
appropriated  by  this  aet  riiall  be  liable  and  held  for 
the  payment  of  any  depredations  committed  by  any 
tribe  for  whom  said  annuity  b  appropriated. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  the  Senator  ought  to 
modify  that  before  he  asks  for  its  adoption. 
It  speaks  of  portions  of  tribes.  That  may  mean 
any  individual  or  any  family  of  any  tribe.  I 
move  to  strike  out  all  the  words  from  *'  Uni- 
ted States,''  in  the  third  line,  down  to  and 
including  the  word  '* Interior''  in  the  sixth 
line. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion recurs  on  the  amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    How  does  it  read  now. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  amendment,  as 
amended,  reads: 

Protided^  That  no  annuity,  either  of  money  or 
foods,  provided  for  in  this  act  shall  be  paid  to  tribes 
which  are  at  war  with  the  United  States:  And  pro- 
videdfyarthtr.  That  any  annuity,  either  of  money  or 

Eoods.  appropriated  by  this  aet  shall  be  liable  and 
eld  for  the  payment  of  any  depredations  commit- 
ted by  any  tribe  for  whom  said  annuity  is  appro- 
priated. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  would  be  very  dan- 
gerous. The  second  clause  of  the  amend- 
ment would  enable  anybody  who  had  a  claim 
against  Indians  for  depredations  to  come  here 
and  absorb  the  appropriation  and  the  Indians 


would  be  left  on  the  hands  of  the  GorenisGt 
without  any  means  of  so pport  whalerer.  TL^ 
question  was  discussed  two  vears  ago  pre?T 
thoroughly,  and  the  Senate  then,  on  a  dinet 
vote,  incorporated  a  provision  in  the  lod^!; 
appropriation  bill  prohibiting  the  payment  osr 
of  these  regular  appropriations  of  snebdiintt. 
I  might  state  a  case  or  two,  perhaps,  ihit 
would  illustrate  it.  Take  the  case  of  the  Kio 
was  and  Comanches,  or  the  Arapahoes  acd 
Cheyennes,  who  were  at  war  with  the  Uait^^ 
States  a  few  ^ears  ago,  and  were  gathered  up 
from  the  plains  and  settled  in  the  lodka  ter- 
ritory. Appropriations  were  made  for  deir 
support.  Doubtless,  depredation  claims  can 
be  figured  up  against  these  Indiaoj  rafficieot 
to  absorb  every  dollar  of  the  apDropnatioii; 
for  them  in  this  bill.  You  woald  We  tiieie 
Indians  on  the  hands  of  the  Depaitoent  vidi 
out  a  dollar  for  their  sappott.  The;  bare  no 
vested  funds  whatever,  and  thttrooijresocrce 
would  be  to  resort  again  to  depredationg  oc 
thd  white  people.  Everybody  knows  if  the;  are 
not  thus  supported  they  will  immediatel;  re- 
turn to  their  nomadic  pursnita  and  will  be 
hovering  on  the  frontier  and  preying  od  tie 
property  of  the  frontier  settlers. 

Under  the  amendment  the  Senate  hasagreid 
to,  the  last  amendment  preceding  this  otenc 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Nebradn,!: 
will  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretarj  of  the  h\t 
rior  to  examine  these  claims  and  report  thes 
to  Congress.  Then  Congress  can  make  si 
appropriation  to  pav  each  claitn  that  is  specifc 
ally  reported  by  the  Department  Itseess 
to  me  that  would  be  much  safer  than  to  ordsr 
their  payment  out  of  the  appropriations  ms^t 
to  feed  and  clothe  these  Indians  that  are  dci 
being  supported  by  the  Government,  and  bars 
no  other  resource  whatever  except  preyiogos 
the  frontier  settlements. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  rejecte-j 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  offer  an  tmendmea'. 
recommended  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 
It  carries  out  what  was  done  in  the  approp 
ation  bill  of  1868.  The  appropriation  bill  of 
1868  provided  that  these  Pottawatomie  Indom 
who  had  become  citizens  shoald  bare  u«r 
proportion  of  their  tribal  fanda  aet  apart  u> 
them  and  paid  over  to  them.  Since  tiiat  \m 
another  portion  of  them  have  become  citizeis- 
and  this  provides  that  they  shall  haw  lijti- 
proportion.  It  is  no  appropriation  of  moflej 
of  the  United  Sutes,  but  it  provides  that  w^ 
Pottawatomies  who  have  become  ciii»D>»)^ 
have  their  proportion.  It  is  like  the  mb* 
amendment  that  went  into  the  appropn»ti<» 
bill  of  1868,  which  I  have  before  ma 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendoent.  i^ 
follows : 

^  For  thifl  amount  to  enable  the  SeerataiT  of  ^) 
Interior  to  carry  out  the  proTiripni  «» J**;^!? 
article  of  the  treaty  with  the  PottavatoBii«« 
November  15.  1861,  as  modified  by  t^t  tre»^.S 
March  29. 1066.  by  pa/inf  to  thoee  w^^ 
tribe  who  are  enticed  thereto  wider  wid  tnw 
provisione  a  pro  rata  share  of  their  jn'>£i^ 
(54.099  13.  For  thif  amount  to  enable  tfae  S«<^^ 
of  tho  Intwrior  to  oany  out  the  pr»ruwM  oi" 
fourth  arUole  of  tho  treaty  with  the  PotttnWJ* 
of  November  15. 18B1.  aTmodifled  by  ^^X^^xi 
March  29, 18S6.  by  paying  to  thbic  tt»»iff,i2 
tribe  who  are  eaUtfed  to  allotmenta  of  tif^-^,. 
acres  of  land  each,  the  cash  valaeof  taen"'»  ^ 
mated  at  ond  dollar  an  a<$re.aatd  aoouii^.^ 
reimbaried  from  the  proeeeda  of  the  w£^]* 
Pottawatomio  land,  t7,200,  makioff  maU.  |H^ 

•  Mr.  COLE.  I  think  we  ought  toJa^« j 
little  information  as  to  what  the  conditan^^ 
these  tribal  fonds  is  at  this  time,  HJ  J 
know.^  If  the  Senator  will  state  that,  leftou« 
like  him  to  do  so.  .    <  ;„  t!ij> 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  all  eontaioed  in » 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  j,  • 
have  of  the  United  States  loan  o/  j»^L 
ernment  bonds,  $94,000;  tJnited  Stttes  lo*' 


of  1862,  $50,000:   State  bonds  of -i^n^ 
$5,000 ;    SUte  bonds  of  Indiana,  9^'^ 
Those  are  the  funds.  .  ,  ,t,.,.  jj 

Mr.  COLE.    I  do  not  knoir  that  taer^ 

enonfh  to  cover  tho  whole.      ,      «.Anntto 
MrT  POMEROY.    Oh,  yto;  tit^V  w^^'^' 
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$217,000,  and  this  appropriation  only  calls  for 
£60  000 

The  PRESIDING  OFFIGBR.  The  qaes- 
tioQ  is  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sena- 
tor from  Kansas. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  desire  to  offer  an 
amendment,  to  which  I  presume  there  will  be 
no*  objection.  It  is  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the 
second  section  of  the  bill  the  following  pro- 
viso : 

Provided,  That  no  annuity,  either  of  money  or 
ffoode,  proTided  for  in  this  aet  shall  be  paid  to  tnbes 
which  are  at  war  with  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  There  is  no  objection  to 
that. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.    * 

Mr.  HirCHeOCK.  I  offer  another  amend- 
ment, to  insert  on  page  54,  after  line  thirteen 
hundred  and  nine,  the  following : 

For  refunding  to  William  ^.  Daogherty  the 
amount  of  loss  sustained  by  him  when  attaeked  by 
the  Ogallallaband  of  Sioux.  |2.00S  25. 

I  will  state  that  this  is  recommended  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  will  inquire  whether  that 
is  not  a  private  claim? 

Mr.  COLE.     Most  certainly  it  is. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  make  the  point  of  order? 

Mr.  HARLAN.     I  do. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
sustains  the  point  of  order. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendments  made  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  will  offer  one  amend- 
ment only,  and  that  relates  to  surveys.  I 
think  there  ought  to  be  some  proTision  in  the 
bill  for  the  prosecution  of  surveys  of  the  Indian 
reservations.  I  will  not  debate  it  I  desire 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate  upon  it.  I  think 
the  Secretary  has  a  memoranda  containing 
the  verbiage  of  such  an  amendment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  some  such  amend- 
ment ought  to  be  made.  We  have  agreed  to 
locate  several  Indian  tribes,  and  we  cannot  do 
it  unless  we  have  a  survey  of  the  ground. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, which  was  to  insert,  after  line  fifteen 
hundred  and  fifty  the  following: 

For  the  surveys  of  exterior  boundaries  of  Indian 
reservations  and  subdividing  portions  of  tho  same, 
$300,000. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hold  in  my  hand  protests 
from  the  Indians  owning  the  lands  that  will  be 
surveyed  under  this  appropriation — I  refer  to 
the  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  Creeks — ^pro- 
testing against  these  surveys,  and  I  suppose 
their  wishes  in  the  matter  ought  to  be  listened 
to.  They  set  forth  reasons  which  seem  to  me 
to  be  very  good  against  this  proceeding  that 
is  proposedby  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs.  I  think  for  the  reason,  if 
no  other,  that  they  do  not  desire  their  lands  to 
be  surveyed,  we  ought  not  to  force  the  surveys 
upon  them.  I  will  give  one  reason  stated  by 
them.  They  state  that  they,  now  hold  their 
lands  virtaally  in  severalty,  but  still  so  far  in 
common  that  while  persons  cannot  come  in 
and  purchase  of  them,  and  so  root  them  out, 
as  it  were,  from  their  reservations.  For  ex- 
ample, by  a  rule  in  their  settlements  a  person 
is  not  allowed  to  settle  within  half  a  mile  of 
any  other  person,  but  of  course  he  can  culti- 
vate the  land  near  which  his  residence  is.  In 
that  way  they  do  not  encroach  upon  each 
other.  But  if  the  lands  were  held  actually  in 
severalty,  each  owning  his  particular  farm  of 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  or  whatever  it 
might  be,  presently  they  would  be  interfered 
with  by  men  from  other  tribes,  and  perhaps 
other  races  of  men  coming  in  and  settling 
among  them,  and  interfering  very  seriously 
with  their  arrangements  upon  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory. I  submit  that  the  wishes  of  the  Indi- 
ans ought  to  be  regarded  in  a  matter  of  this 
sort,  and  they  are  earnest  and  really  very  for- 
cible in  protesting  against  these  surveys. 


Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  read  that  protest, 
and  have  since  seen  the  gentleman  who 
presented  it,  Colonel  Adair,  who  doubtless 
drew  it  up.  a  man  of  great  intelligence,  and 
he  says,  what  the  memorial  itself  says,  that 
the^  do  not  wish  their  whole  reservation 
divided  at  this  time.  The  treaty  with  the 
Creeks,  Oherokees,  and  Choctaws  provides 
that  the  United  States  shall  survey  their  lands 
and  subdivide  them  when  they  may  request 
it,  and  it  will  not  be  done  before,  as  a  matter 
of  eourse  It  cannot  be  done  without  a  viola- 
tion of  the  treaty  until  they  request  it  But 
that  memorial  only  applies  to  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokees,  as  the  Senator  will  observe  by  look- 
ing at  the  signatures.  There  is  no  intention 
of  sorveying  any  of  the  lands  where  the  In- 
dians do  not  desire  them  to  be  subdivided. 
But  the  lands  west  of  the  present  reservations 
of  the  Cherokees  and  Creeks,  which  they  have 
ceded  to  the  United  States  for  other  Indians, 
ought  to  be  surveyed,  because  in  the  treaties 
with  some  of  these  other  tribes  it  is  provided 
that  they  may  take  their  lands  in  severalty  and 
may  have  a  certificate  of  head  right  to  the 
lands. 

So  much  for  the  Indian  territory.  Then 
there  are  various  other  reservations  where  we 
have  agreed  by  treaty  to  subdivide  the  lands. 
What  these  Cherokees  and  Creeks  protest 
against  cannot  be  done,  without  a  violation  of 
tbe  treaty,  until  they  first  consent,  and  as  they 
do  not  consent,  of  course  not  a  dollar  will  be 
applied  to  the  survey  of  their  lands. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  You  can  amend  this 
amendment  by  saying  that  when  they  consent 
thereto  the  work  shaU  be  done. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  is  in  the  treaty ;  and  I 
will  state  here  how  these  Indians  were,  as  they 
allege  themselves,  imposed  upon.  The  treaty 
says  that  the  surveys  shall  be  made  when  re- 
quested thereto  by  the  Greeks  and  Choctaws, 
the  two  tribes,  the  word  '*and"  coming  in 
between  the  two ;  but  in  the  law  making  the 
appropriation  of  some  $444,000  two  years  ago 
it  was  made  to  read  that  the  surveys  should  be 
made  when  the  Choctaws  or  Creeks,  whichever 
it  might  be,  requested  it,  leaving  it  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  either  one  of  the  tribes  of  Indians 
to  have  it  done.  That  was  in  violation  of  Uie 
treaty:  but.  nevertheless,  under  the  law  there 
was  a  system  of  surveying  carried  on,  I  beUeve, 
and  a  very  large  amount  of  money  used  up  in 
that  business.  I  think  we  have  gone  quite  far 
enough  in  that  direction.  I  do  not  care  about 
repeating  what  I  have  said  on  the  subject  of  a 
large  appropriation  for  the  same  purpose  made 
heretofore. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  can  explain  that  to  the 
honorable  Senator.  He  errs  when  he  sup- 
poses it  was  the  Choctaws  and  Creeks.  It  was 
the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  that  made  the 
treaty. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  remember  the  names 
of  the  tribes  particularly. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  And  the  Choctaws  did  not 
want  their  reservation  surveyed.  The  Chicka- 
saws did  desire  theirs  to  be  snrveved,  and  Con- 
gress provided  that  the  lands  belonipng  to  the 
Chickasaws  might  bo  surveyed,  they  having 
asked  for  it  and  desiring  it  to  be  done. 

Mr.  COLE.  But  the  treaty  was  to  the  effect 
that  it  should  be  done  only  when  required  by 
the  two  tribes  jointly. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  is  merely  a  construc- 
tion of  the  law.  The  Choctaws,  who  did  not 
own  an  acre  of  land  within  the  Chickasaw 
reservation,  protested  ag^nst  the  survey  of 
lands  belonging  to  the  Chickasaws.  Of  course 
the  Department  disreg;arded  their  protest,  as 
it  did  not  relate  to  their  own  lands,  and  sur- 
veyed the  reservation  belon^ng  to  the  Chicka- 
saws, those  Indians  desiring  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  inquire  of 
the  Senator  whether  it  is  the  purpose  to  sur- 
vey all  the  lands  west  of  ninety-six  degrees  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Only  so  fast  as  it  may  be 
desirable  for  the  purpose  of  the  location  of 
other  Indians  on  tnose  lands. 


Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.    It  is  not,  then, 
the  idea  to  make  a  general  survey,  according 
to  our  notions  of  surveys  of  the  public  lands, 
but  simply  so  far  as  to  fulfill  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  the  Indians? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  is  my  understanding 
of  the  recommendation  of  the  Department. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  only  the  exterior 
boundaries. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  It  is  to  survey 
the  exterior  bounaaries,  and  not  to  subdivide 
it  into  the  divisions  known  in  a  general 
survey? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  To  survey  the  exterior 
boundaries  of  any  reservation  where  it  may 
be  necessary,  and  to  subdivide  such  of  them 
as  the  Government  has  agreed  to  subdivide. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  To  that  extent 
it  does  not  seem  to  me  objectionable ;  but  it 
occurs  to  me  that  one  half  the  sum  named  will 
answer,  and  if  the  Senator  has  no  positive 
opinion  to  the  contrary,  I  would  feel  at  liberty 
to  move  to  reduce  it  one  half.  I  make  that 
motion. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  honorable  Senator  is 
as  familiar  with  the  subject  as  I  am,  and  I 
would  rely  on  his  judgment  quite  as  much  as  I 
would  on  my  own.  I  shall  not  oppose  that 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  the  general 
purpose  is  to  snrvev  the  exterior  boundaries, 
as  I  suppose  it  is,  then  it  may  be  important, 
I  conceive,  if,  as  I  hope,  we  shall  put  these 
Indians  upon  this  country,  that  the  division 
lines  between  them  should  be  surveyed,  and 
the  subdivisions  also  to  the  extent  that  may 
be  involved  in  these  treaties.  I  move  to  amend 
the  amendment  by  reducing  the  amount  one 
half. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Iowa  as  amended. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  When  that  amendment 
was  offered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  I 
asked  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  also  the  chairman  of  tibe  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations,  if  thejr  could  give  us  an 
account  of  how  the  appropriation  which  was 
made  less  than  two  years  ago  of  $444,000 
was  expended  in  surveying.  They  failed  to 
account  for  that  very  large  sum  which  was 
then  appropriated  for  surveys.  I  hope  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 
has  by  this  time  obtained  that  information, 
and  is  now  able  to  account  for  that  expend- 
iture.   I  await  his  answer. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  attempted  to  state  gen- 
erally at  that  time  how  I  supposed  that  money 
or  a  portion  of  it  at  least  had  been  applied.  I 
have  learned  by  inquiry  merely  at  the  Depart- 
ment— I  have  no  written  memoranda  on  tho 
subject — that  they  have  surveyed  the  resefva- 
tion  of  the  Choctaws,  and  have  surveyed  a 
portion  of  the  lands  formerly  belonging  to  the 
Cherokees,  lying  west  of  ninety-six  degrees ,  a 
part  of  the  lands  formerly  belonging  to  tho 
Creeks  and  Seminoles,  and  some  lands,  I 
believe,  in  the  leased  district  where  they  are 
now  locating  the  Indians  who  were  broueht  in 
from  the  plains,  and  the  Wichitas  and  Jlicka- 
poos,  who  have  been  brought  in  from  Texas, 
and  surveys  have  been  madoj  as  I  understand, 
in  some  of  the  other  Territories,  small  res- 
ervations in  Nebraska,  and  some  I  think  in 
Dakota.  I  cannot  give  the  honorable  Senator 
the  number  of  dollars  that  have  been  applied 
in  each  case,  for  I  am  not  sure  that  the  returns 
have  all  been  made  yet ;  probably  they  have 
not  been  ;  and  I  submit  to  him  that  it  would 
be  quite  as  fair  to  call  on  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  tell  him  how 
every  dollar  appropriated  last  year  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  Army  had  been  applied  as  to  call 
on  me  to  tell  how  every  dollar  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  Indians  had  been  applied,  or 
for  any  other  branch  of  that  service. 
Mr.  ROBERTSON.    I  called  on  the  Sen- 


2326 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  10, 


ator  in  this  case  because  this  very  large  sum 
of  $444,000  had  been  appropriated  for  surveys 
two  years  ago  and  was  unaccounted  for,  and  I 
am  unwilling  that  another  appropriation  for 
the  same  purpose  shall  be  made  until  that 
appropriation  is  properly  accounted  for,  at 
least  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  A£fairs. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
honorable  Senator  means  by  being  *'  unac- 
counted  for." 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  We  have  no  evidence 
that  it  has  all  been  expended. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  We  have  the  evidence  of 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  that 
$800,000  will  be  needed  during  the  coming 
fiscal  year  for  the  prosecution  of  surveys,  which 
no  faithful  officer  could  ask  for  if  he  had  a 
large  margin  of  former  appropriations. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  This  amendment  was 
voted  upon  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and 
rejected.  I  wish  to  put  myself  on  the  record 
in  regard  to  it,  and  I  therefore  call  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Several  Sexators.  Let  the  amendment,  as 
amended,  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  surveys  of  exterior  boandaries  of  Indian 
reservations  and  subdividing  portions  of  the  same, 
$160,000. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yea^ 27,  nays  17 ;  as  follows: 

YBAS— Messrs.  Bnokingham,  Oaldwell,  Chandler. 
Gorbett,  Ferry  of  Connectiout.  Ferry  of  Michiirao. 
Frelinghuysen,  Oilbert,  HamliD.  Harlan,  MorriU  of 
Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Nye,  Osborn,  Pome- 
roy,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Sawyer,  Sonars.  Scott.  Steven- 
son. Stewart,  Sumner,  Tipton.  Wilson,  Windom,  and 
Wriffht— 27. 

KAYS—Messrs.  Alcorn.  Blair ^arpenter.Gasserly, 
Cole,  Cooper,  D.avis  of  West  Virginia.  Edmands, 
Goldthwaite,  JouDSton,  Kelly,  Norwood.  Robertson, 
Saalsbury,  Spragae.  Stockton,  and  Viokers— 17. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony.  Bayard,  Bore- 
man.  Brownlow,  Cameron,  Clay  ton,  Conkling.Cra- 
^in.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Fenton,  Flanagan^am- 
ilton  of  Maryland,  Hamilton  of  Toxas.HiU,  Hitch- 
cook,  Howe,  Kellogg.  Lewis,  Logan,  Morton,  Pat- 
terson. Pool.  Rice,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Thurman, 
Trumbull,  and  West— 29. 

So  the  amendment  as  amended  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Clerk  will  probably  be 
able  to  turn  to  the  amendment  adopted  with 
regard  to  the  Winnebago  Indians,  those  remain- 
ing in  the  State  of  Minnesota.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  [^Mr.  Edmunds]  took  an  inter- 
est in  the  subject  when  it  was  up  before. 
There  is  one  provision  that  ought  to  be  added 
to  that  in  order  to  make  it  perfect  according 
to  the  suggestions  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Indian  Alrairs.  I  move  to  add  to  that  amend- 
ment the  following : 

And  provided  further.  That  the  sum  of  $2i517  96, 
heretofore approDriated,  be  paid  to  Aaron  L.  Foyles, 
(a  white  man,}  the  father  of  the  three  children  of 
Sophia  Fovles,  a  Winnebago  Indian,  who  died  after 
declaring  her  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen,  and 
before  her  naturalisation  papers  were  issued  by  the 
United  States  court. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Minnesota. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Why,  Mr.  President,  it 
is  pretty  obvious  that  that  ought  not  to  be 
so,  with  all  respect  to  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Minnesota.  The  treaties  and  the  laws 
provide  that  where  these  Indians  have  declared 
their  intention  to  become  naturalized  and  do 
become  naturalized,  then  they  shall  take  their 
shares  in  severalty.  Now,  it  appears  that 
here  is  a  white  man  who  is  the  lather  it  is 
said — ^and  I  do  not  know  how  they  find  out 
these  things  in  Minnesota;  I  have  no  doubt 
there  is  some  way — of  three  Indian  children. 
[Laughter.]  Instead  of  giving  this  share  to 
the  children,  you  are  going  to  give  it  to  the 
father,  on  account  of  his  services,  I  suppose. 
That  is  carrying  the  thing  a  little  too  far.  If 
my  honorable  friend,  to  speak  seriously,  means 
that  the  shares  that  the  mother  of  these  chil- 
dren as  an  Indian  woman  would  be  entitled  to 
under  the  act  to  which  reference  is  made,  may 
be  taken  by  the  children  in  severalty^  I  have 
no  objection ;  bat  to  provide  that  tms  white 


father  shall  take  the  shares  that  belong  to 
these  children,  if  they  belong  to  anybody,  is  a 
thing  to  which  I  wish  to  be  considered  as  not 
agreeing,  for  one. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  1  have  no  information  as 
to  Uie  age  of  these  children ;  but  I  imagine 
the  father  becomes  the  guardian  of  them  after 
the  decease  of  the  mother;  and  this  is  the 
recommendation  of  the  Indian  office,  who  seem 
to  have  some  knowledge  about  the  matter.  I 
have  no  desire  to  interfere  with  their  sugges- 
tions about  it.  If  the  Senate  agree  with  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  that  they  who  under- 
stand all  about  it  and  have  made  this  recom- 
mendation should  be  interferred  with  in  their 
suggestion  of  legislation,  let  them  do  so  ;  let 
them  give  it  to  the  children  if  they  please ; 
but  the  father  is  the  guardian  of  the  cnildren 
as  much  as  the  mother  was  before,  and  it  is 
very  proper  that  he  should  have  this  fund  to 
take  care  of  the  children  with. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  is  rather  a  remarkable 
proposition,  or  would  have  been  a  few  years 
ago,  that  we  are  to  be  told  that  we  must  take 
the  recommendation  of  a  Department  as  the 
law  upon  which  we  shall  appropriate  money 
from  the  Treasury  or  take  trust  funds.  If  that 
is  the  principle,  that  we  have  no  lawful  au- 
thority to  touch  the  Lord's  anointed,  as  they 
say  in  kingly  countries,  because  it  is  a  Depart- 
ment, we  may  as  well  abdicate,  and  tell  the 
Departments  by  one  sweeping  law,  '^  We  will 
appropriate  all  the  money  there  is  in  the 
Treasury,  or  may  come  in ;  now  we  trust  to 
the  Departments  to  spend  it  as  in  their  royal 
will  and  pleasure  they  see  fit."  I  do  not  sub- 
scribe to  that  doctrine.  As  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  who  labor  to  raise  the 
money  to  pay  the  taxes  of  the  country  and  to 
take  care  of  its  trust  funds,  I  do  not  authorize 
any  Department  to  tell  me  what  I  shall  do ; 
and  I  am  sure  the  Senator  from  Minnesota 
does  not.  Therefore,  while  we  should  give 
all  weight  and  consideration  to  any  facts  or 
circumstances  which  a  Department  may  lay 
before  us,  I  hope  the  honorable  Senator  will 
not  tell  us  that  because  a  Department  recom- 
mends a  thing,  it  must  be  done — quite  the 
reverse.  It  is  the  business  of  the  Departments 
to  furnish  as  information,  and  not  to  tell  us 
the  principles  upon  which  we  shall  conduct 
legislation. 

Now,  to  come  back  to  the  point,  the  simple 
question  is  whether  you  are  to  give  the  share 
of  the  trust  funds  to  the  white  father,  the  hus- 
band of  the  Indian  woman,  to  which  she  would 
have  been  entitled,  or  whether  you  are  to  give 
this  separate  share  to  her  children.  If  we  are 
acting  on  the  principles  of  civilization,  it  is 

Eretty  obvious  that  we  must  give  it  to  the 
eirs.  If  we  are  acting  on  other  principles 
which  we  do  not  anderstand,  then  of  course  I 
have  nothing  to  say. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  suppose  the  principles 
of  civilization  would  justirjr  us  in  paying  it  to 
the  white  man,  as  the  Indians  perhaps  would 
not  use  it  very  properly.  But  the  father  is  the 
guardian  of  these  children,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  the  Indian  office  judged  rightly  in  sug- 
gesting that  it  should  be  appropriated  to  the 
father,  who  is  the  guardian  of  the  children,  for 
them.  I  see  no  reason  why  their  recommend- 
ation should  be  departed  from.  It  is  a  matter 
of  not  the  slightest  consequence  to  .me  in  the 
world,  but  I  regard  the  recommendation  of 
the  Department  as  a  proper  one,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  Senator  has  given  any  reason  why 
we  shoald  depart  from  it.  The  Indians  are 
specially  in  charge  of  the  Interior  Depart- 
ment I  that  Department  knows  their  condition 
and  circumstances.  Still,  if  the  Senate  think 
it  should  go  to  the  children  directly,  with  no 
guardian  to  waste  the  money,  let  them  make 
that  disposition  of  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  put  the  ques- 
tion on  the  amendment^  and  declared  that  the 
noes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Senate  ought  to  make 
some  disposition  of  this  fond.    It  has  been 


heretofore  appropriated ;  but  before  tlM  ^^ 
uralization  of  the  mother  was  complete,  dts 
died,  and  there  the  three  childrea  of  the  ivk« 
are,  without  being  able  to  tooch  the  mooej 
they  should  be  entitled  to  under  the  Uv. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  suggest  to  the  Sesator  to 
give  it  to  the  children. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     Ver^  well    I  have  no  ob- 

i'ection  to  that  naodification  of  theameodoeai 
t  ought  to  be  disposed  of  in  some  way.  I  uk 
for  a  division. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  raead 
ment  is  to  be  modified,  the  Chair  nndentaodg. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  have  as  uiendfflest 
to  move. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  While  tb 
modification  is  being  made,  the  Senator  ftoe 
Kentucky  moves  an  amendment 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  ameodmeot  of 
Mr.  Stevehsok,  being  to  add  the  foUotia; 
sections  to  the  bill: 

Sia  — .  That  with  the  oonsoDt  and  eonoims^e 
of  those  bands  of  the  Chippewa  Indiina  of  bkt 
Superior,  located  on  Lao  de  Flunbeaa  ud  m  Lit 
Court  Onelles.  and  also  of  the  Fond  da  Lu  baads 
of  said  Indians,  expressed  in  open  eooncil  m  U« 
usual  manner,  the  oeoretary  of  the  Interior  b«.iad 
hereby  is,  antboriaed  to  remove  the  saidbiodi^ 
Indians  from  the  traots  of  lands  whieh  wert  set 
apart  for  them  respectively  and  withheld  fn>a*i!e 
for  their  use,  in  aooordanee  with  the  third  aa^ 
fourth  clauses  of  the  second  artiole  of  the  treat; 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Chippivi  h- 
dtans  of  Lake  Superior  and  the  Mininippi.  tcs- 
eluded  September  SO.  1854.  and  to  loeate  eaid  bud.* 
of  Indians  upon  the  tract  of  laod  set  apart  bru: 
second  clause  of  said  article  for  the  La  PDioutaEd 
of  said  Chippewa  Indians. 

8bc.  — .  That  the  lands  rendered  vseaot  naiaw 
preceding  section  of  this  act  shall  be  appniiied  (^ 
three  competent  commissioners,  one  of  vhoa  Hiii> 
be  the  United  States  a^ent  for  the  nid  Gbipr^n 
Indians,  and  the  other  two  shall  beappoiistedbytM 
Secretary  of  the  Interior.  Shoald  tbere  b«  i>A 
any  of  the  lands  to  be  thus  appraised  aojioi^roT;- 
ments  made  by  or  for  the  iDdians.  or  for  w^- 
ment  purposes,  the  said  commissionert  tm  ^• 
praise  the  said  improvements  separately.  ArerUe 
said  lands  shall  have  been  appraised,  u  hereto  p^ 
vided.  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  sheU  b«.«t4 
hereby  is,  authorised  to  offer  the  same  for  mk.!^ 
sealed  proposals,  duly  invited  by  pabho  adrertit- 
ment,  Bhall  be  received  for  the  same,  for  tracu  t:. 
ezceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  sews  ttp.vA 
also  for  the  entire  body  offered:  end  be  sbaii  % 
and  hereby  is,  authorised  to  accept  the  pnv^-M .  • 
the  entire  tract,  or  the  highest  bida  for  s^Pff 
tracts,  as  shall  be  deemed  best,  and  to  oaawpateBi* 
in  the  usual  form  to  be  issued  to  said  por<^;c. 
purchasers  for  said  lands :  Provided,  That  no  bt  i  ^w. 
separate  tracts  shall  be  accepted  wbicb  miT  be  '^; 
than  the  appraised  value  of  such  trMt.  rpeiait. 
the  improvements,  if  ajoy,  thereon,  or  for  taeeujr- 
tract,  which  shall  be  less  than  the  a«fres«(\>/ 
praised  value  of  the  same,  and  of  all  tbe  mM^- 
ments,  if  any,  thereon :  And  provided  fwtker  lu 
bids  for  tracts  having  improvements  upon  tbeoua*.! 
state  theprice  for  both  the  land  and  the  »?»P'a;': 
ments.  The  proceeds  of  such  sales  shall  m  mvtv.  ^ 
or  expended  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  Indiaos  w^^^-^z 
in  such  manner  as  the  Secretary  of  the  lotenorau 

direct.  .        •„♦_] 

Sbc— .  That  the  commissioners  to  beappoia*" 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  onder  the  F^i '  -^ 
ions  of  this  act,  shall  receive  oompensaUoD  foj  t-iti* 
services  at  the  rate  of  six  dollars  for  each  day «« 
ally  engaged  in  the  duties  herein  desi^»tf;  "j 
addition  to  the  amount  paid  by  ihem  for  fc>»* 
traveling  and  other  necessary  expenses.  .  • 
Sbc.  -.  That  the  sum  of  $75,000  be,  and if^^^ 
appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  w<^  .tr*;^^ 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  wP^of^J'  w 
the  direction  of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Inter^^ 
the  appraisement  and  sale  of  the  8«d  reHffrfj'"^ 
and  (oT  the  removal  and  establishmeot  o^l^^li 
dians,  as  hereinbefore  provided;  the  «*'i;"f»k, 
♦76,000  to  be  reimbuned  from  the  proW';?,;. 
sales  of  the  lands  of  said  Indians  aathomed  m :« 
tion  two  of  this  acL 

Mr.   STEVENSON.     This  smeBdocnt  a 
offered  by  the  direction  of  the  Comninw  «J 
Indian    Affairs.     By  the   third  •o^.^^';™ 
clauses  of  the  treaty  made  with  the  Cbippf" 
Indians  of  Lake  Superior  and  the  Uisi^m^ 
on  the  80th  of  September,  18W,  two  of  i^^ 
tribes  located  on  Uc  de  Flambeau  and  uw 
Court  Oreilles  were  to  receive  three  to»nsfi4» 
of  land  on  the  waters  of  the  Cbippe"*  ^ 
Wisconsin  rivers  in  Wisconsin,  and  the  tw 
du  Lac  Indians  were  to  receive  one  h«n" 
thousand  acres  in  Minnesota.    These  rt^ 
tions  the  Indians  have  partly  taken  pojse^ 
of.    Those  in  Wisoonsin  are  ^^^^^%i 
cultorol  purposes.    They  aw  ia  •  '^ 
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tomber  region,  and  the  Inmbermen  are  not 
Dnly  interfering  with  the  Indians,  bnt  are  de- 
moralizing them.  The  same  reasons  which 
ironld  apply  to  the  removal  of  the  Indians  in 
CViscoDsin  apply  with  eqnal  force  to  the  In- 
iians  in  Minnesota.  My  amendment  proposes 
Jlat  the  two  hnodred  and  thirty  thousand  acres 
irhich  belong  to  these  three  tribes  shall  be  snr- 
reyed,  valued,  and  sold  under  the  direction  of 
he  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  The  Commis" 
doner  of  Indian  Affairs  informs  me  that  these 
ands  probably  will  bring  three  or  four  hun- 
ired  thousand  dollars.  It  is  proposed  to  ap- 
propriate $76,000  for  their  removal  to  the 
^servation,  in  the  northern  part  of  Wisconsin, 
lot  very  far  from  Bayfield,  on  Lake  Superior, 
>f  the  La  Pointe  band.  The  Commissioner 
)f  lodiaa  Affairs  is  informed  that  this  reserva- 
.ion  is  large  enough  for  all  these  Indians,  and 
itat  the  La  Pointe  lodians  who  occupy  it  are 
mtirely  satisfied  with  the  removal  of  their 
brethren  to  it.  The  $76,000,  or  so  much 
hereof  as  may  be  necessary,  which  this  Gov- 
srnmeDt  is  asked  to  advance,  will  be  repaid 
3y  the  sale  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the  three 
;ribes  in  Minnesota  and  Wisconsin  which  are 
proposed  to  be  removed. 

I  take  no  part  in  this  Indian  discussion.  I 
lave  not,  perhaps,  the  information  necessary 
br  a  very  matured  opinion;  but  such  as  I 
lave,  I  think  benevolence  and  a  just  and  be- 
lign  polity  require  that  these  unfortunate  peo- 
ple should  all  oe  gathered  together  in  reserva- 
ioDs  in  the  Indian  country,  and  there  be  pro- 
ected  by  the  Government,  and  not  interfered 
irith  by  the  demoralizing  practices  under 
i^hich  they  are  too  often  cheated  and  their 
;>osse8sion8  taken  from  them.  When  they  are 
;ho8  collected,  the  experiment  can  be  fairly 
made  of  the  civilizing  tendency  of  Christian 
influences  upon  their  moral  improvement.  I 
\m  under  the  belief  that  a  great  deal  can  be 
ione  in  that  direction.  I  believe  the  first  step 
oward  a  fair  trial  of  it  is  to  be  found  in  the 
collection  of  the  Indians  together.  This  is 
>De  of  the  steps  recommended  by  the  Secre- 
ary  of  the  Interior  and  by  the  Commissioner 
>f  Indian  Affairs.  It  does  not  cost  the  Gov- 
ernment a  cent.  All  that  is  asked  is  an  ad- 
vance of  $76,000,  which  the  Commissioner  of 
indian  Affairs  informed  me  personally  will  be 
■eturned  to  the  Government,  in  his  judgment, 
vithin  less  than  a  year.  The  balance  of  the 
Doney  will  be  kept  as  a  fund  to  provide  them 
rith  suitable  supplies  and  suitable  buildings. 

The  question  may  be  asked  why  so  laree  a 
mm  as  $76,000  is  required  for  the  removal  of 
hese  bands  of  Indians  from  one  portion  of 
Wisconsin  to  another.  The  answer  is  easy. 
.a  the  first  place,  outside  of  the  cost  of  travel 
kod  of  the  necessarv  funds  for  their  removal, 
arming  utensils  ana  necessary  supplies  are  to 
»e  bought  for  the  Bad  River  reservation,which 
D  that  now  occupied  by  the  La  Pointe  band, 
^e  have  confidence — at  least  I  have — both  in 
be  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  Commis- 
loner  of  Indian  Affairs.  This  removal  is  to 
»e  done  under  their  supervision.  Only  what 
B  necessary  of  this  $76,000  will  be  expended, 
^nd  the  balance  will  go  back  to  the  Govern- 
nent,  and  out  of  the  sum  realized  from  the 
ale  of  these  lands  this  money  will  be  returned 

0  the  United  States. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  did  not  intend  to  say  anything 
•n  this  bill,  but  I  have  a  theory  about  these 
ndian  affairs  which  is  at  war  with  the  prop- 
eition  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
[entocky.  I  do  not  believe  at  all  in  the  doc- 
rine  of  gathering  these  remnants  of  tribes  and 
iking  them  away  from  their  homes,  which 
ley  are  as  much  attached  to  as  we  are  to 
ars.  I  am  not  for  taking  them  away  from 
le  associations  of  a  life- time  and  huddling 
lem  together  as  savages  upon  some  more  dis- 
int  reservation.  The  progress  of  immigration 

1  so  rapid  that  I  challenge  any  person  to  find 
habitable  portion  of  this  country  for  savage 

r  civilized  man,  as  to  which  it  will  not  very 
>on  appear  that  the  Indians  are  in  the  way 


by  being  there.  There  are  a  few  considera- 
tions that  I  desire  to  submit  before  this  amend- 
ment is  adopted. 

Away  back  in  1884,  or  from  1834  to  1838, 
there  was  a  large  removal  of  several  powerful 
tribes  of  Indians  into  what  was  csJled  the 
Indian  territory,  and  General  Jackson  and  his 
compeers  agreed  that  those  Indians  should 
have  that  territory  for  their  home  forever. 
General  Jackson  did  not  see,  no  more  than 
myself  or  my  friend  from  Kentucky,  how  rapid 
the  progress  of  civilization  and  immigration 
was  going  to  be  right  on  this  line  where  he 
proposed  to  remove  them.  General  Jackson 
did  not  see,  nor  did  any  of  those  surrounding 
him,  ^at  the  very  portion  he  assigned  to  these 
Indians  was  the  most  important,  and,  indeed, 
one  of  the  focal  points  upon  which  civilization 
and  immigration  and  progress  across  this  con- 
tinent would  hang.  And  yet,  sir,  it  has  turned 
out  in  our  day  that  right  up  to  that  line  now 
run  two  or  three  railroads.  I  hope  my  friend 
from  Iowa  will  not  be  scared  when  I  mention 
railroads,  for  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  them. 
[Laughter.]  These  lines  of  railroad  are  now 
battling  for  a  chance  to  get  across  this  terri- 
tory, and  there  is  the  white  population  surg- 
ing against  that  Indian  line,  so  tnat  it  takes  an 
army  almost  to  keep  the  white  man  off  from 
the  reservation  and  the  red  man  on.  That 
work  to-day  finds  employment,  I  may  say,  for 
the  entire  Army  of  this  nation.  If  this  system 
is  to  be  adopted,  if  this  multiplication  of  res- 
ervations is  to  keep  going  on,  the  Army  must 
be  increased  greatij^to  perform  that  duty. 

Mr.  President,  there  are  two  points  of  view 
in  which  all  these  Government  reservations 
and  all  this  Indian  policy  should  be  regarded. 
The  first  point  is  to  do  exact  and  equal  justice 
to  the  Inoians,  under  no  circumstances  to  do 
them  a  wrong ;  and  the  next  point  of  view  is 
to  do  exact  and  equal  jastice  to  immigrants 
and  to  the  spirit  of  progress  of  the  age. 

No  white  man,  no  bands  of  white  men, 
would  be  allowed  to  lay  across  this  pathway 
of  civilization  that  is  now  at  this  moment 
reaching  from  the  East  to  the  West  and  from 
the  West  to  the  East.  Like  the  tides  at  Point 
Judith,  they  set  both  ways,  until  the  great 
center  of  this  continent  is  filling  up  with  a 
rapidity  that  is  astonishing.  There  are  two 
things  that  Congress  ought  to  do :  first,  see 
to  it  that  the  Indian  is  well  dealt  by ;  and 
next,  that  the  spirit  of  progress  and  of  the 
whites  is  not  meddled  with  or  retarded. 

Now,  these  little  bands  of  Indians  are  in 
Minnesota  and  Wisconsin.  They  are  in  no- 
bodyU  way.  They  have  become  as  civilized 
as  the  tribes  in  the  Indian  territory,  I  suppose ; 
hot  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  can  tell  how 
that  fact  is. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.    They  are  not  civilized. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  it  is  not  intermptinff 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Nevada,  I  will 
state  that  these  two  small  reservations  that 
the  amendment  proposes  ahall  -be  sold  are 
valuable  chiefly  on  account  of  the  pine  timber 
standing  on  them,  not  for  agricultural  pur- 

{)Oses ;  and  the  proposition  is  that  these  pine 
ands  may  be  sold  and  the  proceeds  applied 
for  the  improvement  of  the  main  reservation, 
and  to  put  the  Indians  there. 

Mr.  NYE.  Somebody  else  will  see  it  in  an 
opposite  light  next  year  or  soon  after.  We 
shall  then  be  told  that  the  agricultural  lands 
on  which  the  Indians  are  put  are  more  needed 
for  the  whites.  If  the  Indians  are  saving  the 
pine  timber  to  Wisconsin  and  Minnesota,  they 
are  doing  more  than  the  white  people  are,  for 
they  are  slaughtering  it  there  terribly;  per- 
haps their  presence,  both  for  Wisconsin  and 
Minnesota,  will  assist  the  morals  of  the  people 
there  with  regard  to  timber- taking.  The  pine 
timber  had  better  be  sold,  we  are  told,  because 
the  Indians  do  not  want  it,  and  let  them  be 

1>ut  on  agricultural  land.  The  agricnltural 
ands  will  be  wanted  next;  and  we  shall  be 
told  that  the  Indians  will  not  cultivate  them 
more  than  they  will  a  pine  tree. 


But  my  friend  from  Minnesota  says  they  are 
not  civilized.  Well,  they  hang  right  there  in 
a  quarter  where  civilization  is  not  so  import- 
ant to  them  as  it  is  in  a  more  distant  place, 
because  they  are  kept  in  subjection  by  the 
overpowering  power  of  the  whites.  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, I  have  nad  a  little  experience  in  these 
Indian  matters.  When  I  went  to  the  Terri- 
tory of  Nevada — and  my  colleague  will  bear 
witness  that  I  am  correct  about  it — ^the  Washoe 
tribe,  among  whom  the  white  settlements  were 
first  made,  was  quite  an  important  and  for- 
midable tribe  of  Indians.  The  white  settlers 
rushed  in  with  a  rapidity  that  frightened  even 
the  whites,  and  it  was  not  to  be  wondered  i^ 
that  it  frightened  the  Indians,  and  not  the  most 
humanizing  influences  did  they  carry  with 
them.  And  yet  those  Washoes,  having  min- 
gled with  the  whites  in  their  setUements,  their 
children  to-day  read  and  talk  our  lanij^uage, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  and  they  are  indus- 
trious, they  work,  and  they  have  their  money 
in  their  pockets  for  work.  I  hold  that  up  as 
an  example  and  an  argument  in  favor  of  min- 
gling instead  of  separating  these  tribes.  You 
cannot  civilize  by  precept ;  you  cannot  Chris* 
tianize  by  precept ;  it  is  example  that  must  do 
the  work,  and  it  is  exceedingly  contagious.  The 
first  pride  of  the  Indian  in  the  locality  that  I 
mentioned  was  to  dress  like  a  white  man.  The 
change  of  dress  seemed  to  change  their  char- 
acter; and  they  do  dress  like,  white  people, 
some  of  them  better  than  some  of  the  whites. 
They  have  learned  our  language,  learned  our 
industry,  learned  to  work,  learned  to  husband 
what  they  earn.  Now,  where  can  a  better 
example  be  found  than  that? 

The  missionary  in  China  or  in  a  distant 
country  thunders  for  half  a  century  before  he 
gets  a  convert  to  his  religion.  You  have  got 
to  educate  before  you  can  Christianize  ;  and 
when  you  have  educated,  the  work  of  the  mis- 
sionary commences.  Sir,  our  institutions  and 
our  example  are  such  that  they  carry  all  these 
arguments  at  once.  They  see  the  comfort 
that  surrounds  the  whites;  they  seek  to  copy  it. 
They  see  the  comfort  of  comfortable  dress  ; 
they  seek  to  imitate  it,  and  they  do.  I  there- 
fore, in  behalf  of  the  broadest  scale  of  human- 
ity toward  the  Indians,  protest  against  hud- 
dling them  together  in  some  distant  quarter, 
away  from  their  homes,  to  which  they  are 
attached,  and  taking  them,  nolena  volenSy  at 
the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  and  plant- 
ing them  where  they  are  strangers.  Sir,  old 
and  young  must  go ;  you  compel  the  old  Indian 
to  kiss  the  grave  of  his  offspring,  and  bid  it 
an  eternal  fiurewell ;  yon  compel  him  to  break 
up  all  the  associations  that  surround  home, 
and  no  human  creature  is  so  low  that  home 
has  not  its  sacred  associations. 

You  do  that  in  order  to  better  the  Indian's 
condition,  in  order  to  exchange  pine  land  for 
agricultural  land,  and  thetread  of  the  emigrant 
is  ever  upon  his  new  and  distant  home,  what 
security  has  he  got  there  ?  No,  Mr.  President, 
I  have  always  been  a  friend  of  the  Indian,  for 
I  have  seen  much  to  admire  about  him.  I  ask 
in  the  name  of  humanity  to  the  Indian  that  you 
let  the  remnant  of  these  tribes  remain  where 
they  are.  New  York  tried  your  plan  and  sent 
her  Oneidas  to  Green  bay,  but  thejr  longed  for 
their  homes  on  the  hills  of  Oneida  with  an 
attachment  that  was  creditable  to  them.  So 
always  when  you  have  seen  a  tribe  transplanted, 
you  have  seen  them  long  for  their  ola  homos 
and  for  their  white  associates.  Ay,  sir,  in  behalf 
of  ike  old  Indians  and  the  young  ones  that  are 
bom  upon  the  verge  at  least  of  civilization,  I 
say  let  them  be.  They  are  not  in  any  one's 
way.  The  pine  timber  will  grow  when  the 
Indians  are  dead,  and  agricultural  ground  will 
be  found  when  the  last  Indian  has  pressed  it. 
Let  them  be,  and  do  not  shove  them  into  an 
obscure  and  benighted  corner,  and  above  all 
do  not  do  it  in  the  name  of  Christianizing  and 
civilizing  them  I 

Sir,  civilization  comes  from  contact,  and  it 
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affeciB  the  iDdian  aa  it  does  the  white  man 
in  that  respect.  It  does  not  come  from  dis- 
tance ;  it  is  an  article  that  yon  cannot  trans- 
port It  consists  of  many  elements  that  are 
carried  in  no  other  way ;  with  the  wave  and 
tide  of  emigration  it  is  a  missionary  nnseen, 
but  not  unfelt. 

I  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky  will  see  that  he  had 
better  let  these  remnants  tarry  where  they  are. 
They  are  fast  fading  away.  Let  them  stay 
where  they  are,  and  at  least  let  them  die  at 
their  own  little  homes  upon  the  borders  of 
civilization  and  Ghristianization. 
•  Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  do  not  think  the 
Senator  from  Nevada  is  posted  on  the  facts  in 
regard  to  this  amendment.  If  he  has  heard 
the  amendment  read,  or  if  he  will  read  it,  he 
will  find  that  this  removal  is  proposed  not  to 
be  had  without "  the  consent  and  concurrence'' 
of  these  bands  of  the  Chippewa  Indians  of 
Lake  Superior,  **  expressed  in  open  council  in 
the  usual  manner.''  Their  consent  in  open 
council  is  therefore  a  condition-precedent  to 
any  action  contemplated  under  this  amend- 
ment. All  that  he  says  about  forcing  them 
against  their  consent  does  not  apply  to  this 
amendment.  Not  a  step  can  betaken  until 
their  free  consent  in  their  council  has  been 
fully  had  and  obtained. 

I  agree  in  much  that  the  honorable  Senator 
has  said ;  he  has  expressed  to  some  extent  the 
convictions  of  my  own  judgment  upon  this  verv 
difficult  and  important  problem  of  dealing  witn 
the  Indians.  I  feel  deeply  for  them.  I  would 
that,  by  a  higher  power  than  any  human,  they 
might  not  only  be  civilized,  but  brought  to  a 
realization  of  the  immortality  of  their  own 
souls.  I  agree  further  that  it  cannot  be  done 
by  mere  example ;  but  already  the  work  of  not 
only  their  civilization  but  of  their  conversion 
has  become  an  active  in  str  a  mentality.  I  wish 
the  honorable  Senator  could  have  heard  read, 
as  I  did  but  a  few  nights  ago,  a  letter  from  a 
converted  Indian  missionary  preacher.  He 
not  only  tells  of  the  good  work  that  he  is  doing 
among  these  Indians,  but  his  prayer  to  Con- 
gress and  his  cry  for  help  is  to  keep  white  peo- 
ple from  coming  there  and  demoralizing  the 
Indian  tribe  ;  that  the  work  of  seduction  has 
taken  place,  that  the  bad  example  of  white 
traders,  **pale  faces,"  as  be  terms  them,  is 
absolutely  an  obstacle  in  his  work.  I  think 
the  heart  of  the  Senator  would  be  touched  if 
he  heard  this  letter.  It  is  to  effect  this  removal 
by  their  own  consent,  to  bring  these  bands  to 
a  reservation  in  the  same  State  large  enough 
not  only  to  hold  the  La  Pointe  Indians,  but 
these  Indians,  that  this  amendment  is  proposed. 

I  feel  for  the  Indian,  but  I  have  none  of  that 
false  sentimentality  which  would  stop  the  pro- 
gress of  the  civilization  of  the  whites  on  ac- 
count of  the  Indian.  The  inferior  m«st  give 
way  to  the  superior ;  but  while  that  is  true,  let 
us  as  the  superior  race,  ay,  sir,  as  a  Christian 
race,  not  only  do  justice,  but  take  care  of  these 
poor  Indians.  I  should  be  the  last  Senator 
upon  this  floor  to  offer  any  amendment  which 
had  not  been  well  considered  first  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  then  by  the  Commissioner 
of  Indian  Affairs,  and  then  after  full  consulta- 
tion by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  with 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

The  Senator  says  that  the  Indians  are  not  to 
be  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  progress.  Why, 
sir,  this  very  amendment  contemplates  a  re- 
moval of  the  difficulty  suggested  by  the  Senator 
from  Nevada.  The  Northern  Pacific  railroad 
runs  directly  through  one  of  the  reservations 
proposed  to  be  sold  under  this  amendment. 
The  white  traders  who  go  there  for  lumber 
corrupt  the  Indians.  They  do  away  with  all 
civil,  moral,  and  religious  influences.  It  is 
to  obviate  that,  to  bring  all  these  Indians  into 
one  reservation  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
where  every  good  influence,  moral,  civil,  and 
religious,  can  be  brought  to  bear  on  them, 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  warmly 
recommends  Hm  amendment ;  and  I  think  if 


my  honorable  friend  from  Nevada  would  look 
at  it  carefully  and  read  the  letter  which  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  addressed  to 
our  committee,  he  would  be  satisfied  of  the 
propriety  of  its  adoption. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  have  only  a  word  to  say.  I 
presume,  if  the  honorable  Senator  from  Een* 
tucky  had  given  us  a  full  history  of  the  mis- 
sionary he  speaks  of,  we  should  have  found 
that  he  was  converted  under  the  influence  of 
the  whites. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  will  say  to  the  hon- 
orable Senator  that  this  young  Indian  minister 
was  taken  by  the  Bishop  of  Minnesota,  of  the 
Episcopal  church,  and  not  only  educated  but 
received  his  religious  trainin?  there. 

Mr.  NYE.  Certainljr.  How  long  does  my 
honorable  friend  think  it  would  have  taken  him 
to  receive  it  upon  this  reservation  which  he  is 
designating  ?  What  I  claim  is  that  contact  with 
the  whiles  advances  Indian  civilization ;  and 
if  this  Indian  has  got  in  his  heart  the  idea  that 
whites  must  not  come  in  to  share  fully  even  in 
the  influence  of  their  religion,  he  has  got  to 
have  more  of  it  before  he  is  perfectly  safe. 

Mr.  STEWART.    I  wish  to  offer  a  substitute 
for  this  amendment.     I  have  drawn  it  hastily : 
That  the  reservations- 
Naming  them — 

belonsinr  to  these  Indians  shall  be  surveyed,  and 
each  lodiaD,  being  the  head  of  a  family,  shall  be 
entitled  to  select  one  handred  and  sixty  acres  of 
said  land  thus  surveyed  as  a  homestead,  which  shall 
be  held  as  the  individaal  property  ox  the  Indian 
makine  the  selection  without  the  power  of  aliena- 
tion. The  balance  of  said  lands  shall  be  sold  for 
cash  under  the  preemption  laws,  and  the  money 
received  therefrom  to  be  invested  in  tJnited  States 
bonds  for  the  benefit  of  said  bands,  the  interest  to 
be  used  for  their  benefit  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  shall  direct. 

Mr.  COLE.  Before  this  amen  dment  is  voted 
upon,  I  think  it  would  be  well  tiiat  we  should 
understand  the  case  as  far  as  possible.  In 
1854  the  United  States  Government  entered 
into  a  treaty  with  these  Indians,  among  others 
of  the  Chippewa  bands.  There  are  a  large 
number  of  bands  of  Indians  under  that  name. 
The  two  bands  that  it  is  proposed  now  shall 
be  removed  from  their  preseut  place  of  abode 
comprise  about  fifteen  hundred  Indians,  and 
they  are  in  possession  of  two  reservations,  one 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  square  miles,  and 
the  other  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  square 
miles.  The  proposition  is  to  remove  them  to 
a  reservation  at  a  point  on  Lake  Superior, 
which  reservation  has  something  less  than  two 
hundred  square  miles. 

These  bands  of  Chippewas  being  «o  limited 
in  number,  and  the  distance  to  which  they  are 
removed  being  so  small,  it  being  from  one 
portion  of  Wisconsin  to  another,  it  seems  to 
me  that  it  certainly  would  not  require  to  make 
the  transfer  of  them  the  large  sum  of  $75,000, 
even  if  it  were  to  be  used  in  part  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  them  in  their  new  homes. 
In  other  portions  of  the  bill  we  have  made 
provision  tor  these  Indians  in  pursuance  of 
the  treaty  to  which  I  have  alluded.  They  are, 
therefore,  not  at  this  time,  nor  will  they  be 
next  year  or  for  years  to  come,  destitute  of 
such  comforts  of  life  as  are  provided  for  them 
in  pursuance  of  the  treaty. 

Let  me  suggest  to  my  fnend  from  Kentucky, 
who  moved  the  amendment,  that  this  is  hardly 
a  proper  place  for  the  consideration  of  a  ques- 
tion of  this  kind.  I  hope  it  may  not  be  deemed 
necessary  to  put  it  upon  this  bill ;  but  let  it  be 
left  subject  to  oonsideration  by  itself.  It  is  a 
matter  of  very  considerable  importance.  It 
may  be  of  much  importance  to  the  people  of 
Wisconsin ;  but  I  do  not  think  the  people  of 
Wisconsin  or  their  Representatives  here  take 
any  particular  interest  in  the  question.  I  sup- 
pose if  we  were  to  get  at  the  gist  of  the  matter 
we  should  find  that  this  movement  is  in  pursu- 
ance of  a  desire  to  get  possession  of  these  two 
reservations  upon  which  it  is  alleged  thf:re  is 
valuable  timber.  This  is  a  matter  of  some 
importance  when  we  consider  that  we  have 
now  this  existing  treaty  with  these  Indians. 


I  hope  that  neither  the  substitute  propck 
nor  the  original  amendment  will  be  adoptei 
I  am  inclined  to  move,  therefore,  that  boib  be 
laid  on  the  table,  stating  that  the  sabject  should 
come  up  by  itself  and  be  acted  oa  sepamelj 
in  an  independent  bilL 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ^mt 
from  California  movea  that  the  amesdmeDtto 
the  amendment  and  the  amendmeot  do  ik  u 
the  table. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  callfoi  the  yeas  mi 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  aod  beiog 
taken,  resulted — ^yeaa  10,  nays 31;  u follows: 

YB  AS— Messrs.  Oarpenter.Gole.  EdBii»dt,Qab«t 
Logan.  N]re.Soott.Spenoer.Stew«t,  and  Yiden-lOi 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alcorn  ,Bayard.Baekingb«&.Cald 
well.  Gasserly.  Chandler,  ConklinK,  Cooper.  Cor- 
bett.  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Ferry  of  CoDDettks.. 
Ferry  of  Miohigan.  Frolinghojseo.  GoldtliniK. 
Hamilton  of  Texas,  Harlan,  Uill,  JohmtoD.  ^o^ 
rill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Nor«ood.Pd9M- 
roy,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Robertson.  Saolibor;.  8»vjer. 
Scburs.  Stevenson,  TrumbuU,  West,  WUmb,  Wis- 
dom, and  Wricht-nM. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony.  Blair.  Bon- 
man,  Brownlow,  Cameron,  Clayton,  Crasio.Dafii<i 
Keotueky,  Fentoa.  FlaoMan,  HamiltoD  of  Matt 
land,  Hamlin,  Hitohcock.  Howe.  Kelloft.  EeUf. 
Lewis,  Morton,  Osborn,  Patterson.  Pool.  Biei, 
Sherman,  Spnffue.  Stookton,  Samaer.  Thirau, 
and  Tipton— 29. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Tbe  qe* 
tion  recurs  on  the  amendment  of  tkeSeuter 
from  Nevada  [Mr.  Stbwabt]  to  tbe  aseod 
ment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentackj,  [Mr. 
Steyensow.] 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  think  that  Eubstitstd 
will  answer  the  purpose. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Is  the  sabstitate  ia 
order? 

The  PRESIDINO  OFFICER.  It  u,  u  aa 
amendment  to  the  ansendment. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  learn  from  tbe  dwr 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Aflsintii&i 
there  is  a  portiou  of  these  reservatioos  on  tlte 
lake  of  good  land.  If  the  Indiaos  are  to  be 
removed,  and  we  are  ta  commence  sellioi^ar 
reservations,  I  want  to  give  the  ladiaas  u 
opportunity  to  select  their  lands  and  ban  tk 
portion  of  the  reservation  not  needed  by  tbeo 
for  homes  sold.  Are  we  eternallj  to  ponoe 
this  policy  of  removing  Indians  j&st  u  to» 
as  they  get  some  land  that  you  want?  Wba 
you  want  the  land  that  you  now  prop««  o 
put  them  on,  you  will  move  them  »pin.  bfsj 
time  you  want  land  you  move  them,  and  y«i 
you  talk  about  permanent  homes  for  loditai 
and  Indian  rights  I  That  seems  to  me  abforl 
You  say  you  will  take  a  TOte  of  tbe  Indians  a 
open  council  on  the  question  of  remoTal.  w 
you  not  suppose  that  the  speculatora  who  wt 
the  land  will  get  the  vote  ?  They  anderstod 
the  Indian  primaries  better  than  the  poliucnM 
in  this  part  of  the  country  understaod  joo 
eastern  primaries.  What  does  a  vote  ia  of^ 
council  amount  to  ?  There  is  always  %m. 
gling  portion  of  a  band  that  will  not  go  lo  so<> 
the  rest  have  to  be  bought  off. 

Here  are  two  or  three  little  leaerratioM,  as 
I  understand  from  the  chairman  of  the  ^oa_ 
mittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  belonpog  to  tbese 
Indians.     Let  them  pick  out  the  bestjand  ofl 
the  best  reservation,  and  let  that  be  the  homi 
of  these  Indians.    If  you  haw  any  ^^^.^ 
do  them  any  good  at  all,  if  Uiere  »  wy  sid 
cerity  about  this  thing,  do  not  Bpend  par 
money  from  seventy-live  thousand  to  om  fl»° 
dred  thousand  dollars  at  a  time  to  ^^^^^ 
around  from  one  reservation  to  ^^' 
that  they  never  have  any  place  where  mj^ 
have  a  home.    I  do  not  know  hot  thai  l^f 
to  modify  my  amendment  so  as  to  give  toe? 

space  of  tf--   —  -  " *-  •  vi«r  Bw* 

the  survey, 

I  prepared  «»«  a»voM.uv« .- •      ^^ 

modify  it  so  that  after  the  period  of  tiro  J» 
the  residue  not  selected  shall  be  aoio* 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.   The  o<^' 
fication  will  be  made.  ,      _i,;.i, 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    Theamwdmefit  «>' 
I  offered  was  prepared  by  the  Coinmi«»o» 


iity  my  amendment  so  as  w  gi*"  *-\^ 
of  time,  say  two  years  or  a  jff  *. 
rvey,  to  make  their  selections  oO^^ 
ared  the  substitute  in  a  burrr,  wdij" 
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>f   Indian  Affairs,  General  Walker,  himself. 
Qe  is  mach  better  coDversant  with  this  sub- 
ject than  I  am.     He  has  taken  great  pains  to 
investigate  it,  and  is  thoroughly  conversant 
with  the  whole  question.    In  regard  to  what 
has  been  said  by  the  Senator  from  Nevada 
nearest  me,  [Air.  Stewart,]  I  can  only  say  that 
we  do  not  propose  to  take  one  dollar  of  the 
Government  money.    We  do  not  propose  to 
remove    these  Indiana  unless  they  desire  it. 
We  propose  to  take  tbem  to  a  reservation  al- 
ready occupied  by  the  La  Pointe  Indians,  what 
is  known  as  the  Bad  Biver  reservation.    The 
La  Pointe  band  is  there  now.    There  is  land 
enough  in  that  La  Pointe  reservation,  as  I  am 
informed,  for  these  three  bands  to  occupy ; 
and  when  the  two  reservations  on  the  Wiscon- 
sin and  Chippewa  rivers  are  sold,  and  that  in 
Minnesota  are  sold,  after  repaying  the  United 
States  actual  cost  of  the  removal  and  fitting 
them  up  in  their  new  homes  in  this  La  Pointe 
reservation,  the  balance  of  the  proceeds  will 
be  invested  for  their  benefit. 

Mr.  STEWART.    I  do  not  understand  the 
Indian  question  as  well  as  some  pretend  to  do; 
but  in  twenty  years'  observation  I  have  seen 
something  of  it,  and  what  I  have  seen  I  some- 
times know.     I  know  that  every  trade  with 
the  Indians  is  a  job.    The  exception  only 
establishes  the  rule.     Getting  their  consent  to 
remove  them  from  one  place  to  another,  with- 
out giving  them  a  home  anywhere,  is  throwing 
your  mouev  away  in  trades  with  the  Indians. 
We  are,  it  is  said,  to  get  the  vote  of  the  Indians 
in  open  council  in  this  case.     Of  course  vou 
will  get  it  if  you  want  to  buy  the  lands.     Ihis 
$76,000  will  be  spent ;  and  that  is  the  way  you 
go  on,  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
losing  nothing,  we  are  told,  by  the  appropria- 
tion.    We  are  appropriating  millions  every 
year  to  manipulate  this  business — five,  or  six, 
or  eight  milhons  a  year.    So  much  goes  out 
of  the  Treasury.     Let  these  Indians  select 
farms  on  the  reservation  that  will  suit  them 
best ;  let  the  rest  of  it  be  sold  for  their  bene- 
fit, and  let  them  have  a  resting-place  some- 
where. 

Now,  suppose  you  get  a  railroad  into  Bay- 
field, which  the  people  there  are  struggling 
for,  and  we   have  that  proposition  pending 
here  for  a  land  grant  to  a  railroad  to  get  into 
Bayfield.    The  land  around  there  will  become 
valuable,  and  there  will  be  a  proposition  here 
in  less  than  two  years,  perhaps  a  year,  to  re- 
move these  Indians  from  there  somewhere 
else — always  with  their  consent,  of  course,  a 
consent  which  there  is  no  trouble  in  getting. 
Then  you  will  have  another  expense  and  you 
will  make  no  further  progress  toward  civil- 
izing tbem  than  you  have  now.     Give  these 
Indians  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land 
apiece,  give  them  the  proceeds  of  the  rest, 
and  then  if  it  is  necessary  to  appropriate 
money  to  aid  them  further  in  liTing  upon  this 
land  to  benefit  the  individual  Indian  himself, 
do  it    It  seems  to  me  that  the  Senate  ought 
to  be  willing  at  some  time  to  make  an  experi- 
ment of  looking  after  individual  rights,  and 
stop  the  experiment  that  has  proceeded  from 
the  Atlantic  to    the  Pacific   of   moving  the 
Indians  every  time  their  presence  is  incon- 
venient to  anybody. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  The  objection  of  the 
Senator  seems  to  be  prospective.  *'  Sufficient 
unto  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof."  If  after  we 
move  them  into  this  La  Pointe  Indian  reserva- 
tion on  Bad  river  an  effort  is  made  i^Eftin  ^o 
remove  them,  I  will  join  the  Senator,  if  I  am 
here,  in  resisting  it,  because  this  evil  has  been 
done.  I  agree  with  all  the  Senator  says  in 
regard  to  the  bad  treatment  the  Indians  have 
received.  It  commenced  on  the  east,  side  of 
the  Mississippi.  They  were  sent  West  and 
promised  that  they  were  to  be  taken  care  of. 
They  have  not  been  taken  care  of;  they  have 
been  spoliated  of  their  land ;  they  have  been 
driven  from  pillar  to  post.  That  is  all  true ; 
it  is  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  country ;  and 
it  does  not  reflect  much  credit  upon  American 


* 

legislation ;  but  let  as  retrieve,  if  we  can,  the 
injury  that  has  been  done 

Mr.  STEWART.  Let  me  say  to  my  friend 
firom  Kentucky  that  I  admit  it  does  not  reflect 
much  credit  on  the  wisdom  of  our  legislation ; 
but  what  is  the  history  of  it?  The  Indians 
have  had  large  reservations  given  them.  The 
idea  at  first  was  to  give  them  hunting  grounds. 
That  was  perfectly  unreasonable.  Civiliza- 
tion could  not  afford  to  dedicate  a  large  tract 
of  land  that  they  could  not  use  for  that  pur- 
pose. Consequently  the  next  step  was  to  put 
them  off  on  lands  not  needed  for  the  use  of 
our  people,  with  the  idea  that  they  were  not 
to  become  citizens  and  not  to  become  civilized ; 
and  so  they  were  assigned  what  was  deemed  a 
waste.  Nfow,  however,  the  time  has  expired 
when  anything  can  be  |^ven  in  the  West,  and 
the  proposition  to  civilize  them  stares  us  iu 
the  face.  Thej  must  be  either  exterminated 
or  civilized.  You  must  give  them  such  amount 
of  land  as  is  reasonable.  You  cannot  give 
them  a  State  or  an  empire  now,  because  there 
is  not  enough  land.  The  remnants  of  tribes 
that  remained  in  New  York  and  have  had 
their  own  lands  are  civilized.  Those  every- 
where who  have  not  been  removed  are  better 
off  than  those  who  have  been.  Here  is  Wiscon- 
sin, where  they  have  all  the  appliances  of  civil- 
ization, an'd  it  seems  to  me  if  there  is  any  good 
land  on  these  reservations  the  Indians  should 
have  the  best  of  it.  I  presume  if  they  had 
that  some  of  them  would  stay  and  improve. 
But  remove  them  from  this  place  and  the  same 
thing  will  be  done  again,  the  same  pressure 
will  be  brought  again  to  remove  them  further. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  agree  in  the  main  with 
what  my  friend  from  Nevada  says.  I  am  now 
for  carrying  out  the  President's  policy,  first  of 
dealing  with  these  Indians  peacefully  if  we 
can,  of  collecting  them  in  large  bodies  upon 
tracts  of  land  sumcient  for  their  support,  and 
which  will  isolate  them  upon  reservations, 
which,  as  far  as  my  vote  and  my  influence  in 
this  body  go,  shall  be  sacred  to  them.  I  think 
it  is  unwise  policy  not  to  collect  them,  and 
this  is  a  steo  m  that  general  policy  which  pro- 
poses to  collect  the  Indians  on  largo  reserva- 
tions, and  to  bring  them  all  together,  not  to 
scatter  them  here,  there,  and  everywhere. 
There  are  Indians  in  Colorado  whose  lands 
are  discovered  to  have  rich  minerals.  We 
know  what  the  result  of  that  will  be. .  The 
avarice  of  man  will  collect  large  numbers,  and 
the  danger  will  be  of  a  conflict.  Of  course, 
in  a  struggle  between  the  superior  and  infe- 
rior race,  the  poor  Indian  must  go  down.  The 
benevolent  and  Christian  policy  of  the  nation 
should  be  to  take  care  oi  these  men,  and  to 
bring  them  together  as  this  amendment  pro- 
poses, as  the  first  step  in  this  great  design  of 
collecting  the  Indians  in  reservations,  and 
then  let  moral  and  beneficent  and  religious 
influences  be  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  It 
cannot  be  done  when  they  are  scattered.  Sell 
the  lands,  pay  full  value  for  them,  repay  what 
it  costs  to  transfer  them,  and  then  let  the 
balance  be  invested  in  stocks  for  their  benefit, 
and  my  judgment  is  we  shall  have  done  our 
duty  as  philanthropists  and  as  statesmen  and 
as  Christians,  and  that  the  Indians  will  gain 

^The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  offers  an  amendment 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  am  not  satUfied  that 
my  amendment  is  perfected  in  details  as  it 
should  be. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  hope  my  friend  will 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  withdraw  it;  but  next 
winter  remember  this  will  be  up  for  removing 
them  again. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  No,  I  wiU  join  you 
against  it  then. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  is  withdrawn,  and  the 
question  recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  move,  in  a  spirit  of 


friendliness  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  by  adding  in  what  is  the  sec- 
ond section  as  it  stands,  in  the  fifth  line,  after 
the  word  '* Interior,''  the  words  **with  the 
approval  of  the  President,"  so  that  the  com- 
missioners who  are  to  appraise  these  lands 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  with  the  approval  of  the  President. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  accept  that  amend- 
ment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  that  modification  will  be  made. 
The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  move  in  the  elev- 
enth line  of  the  same  section,  after  the  word 
^*  sale,''  to  insert  the  words  **  for  cash,"  which 
does  not  seem  to  be  provided  for,  so  that  it 
shallbe  a  money  sale  and  not  a  credit  sale. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  will  accept  that 
amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  this  modification  will  be  made. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  in  line  seventeen 
of  the  same  section,  after  the  word  **  and,"  I 
move  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words  *  *  upon 
payment  therefor;  "  so  that  it  will  read,  ^^and 
upon  payment  therefor  to  cause  patents  in 
the  usual  form  to  be  issued,"  &c.  That  is  to 
say,  that  no  patents  shall  be  issued  until  the 
cash  is  paid. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.     I  accept  that,  too. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  no  objec- 
tion be  made,  this  modification  will  be  made. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  in  the  same  section, 
at  the  end  where  it  comes  to  the  investment 
of  the  moneys  realized  from  the  sale,  I  move 
as  before  to  insert,  after  the  word  '*  Interior," 
in  the  twenty-eighth  line,  the  words  *' subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  President;"  so  that  the 
money  invested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
for  these  Indians  shall  have  the  official  approval 
of  the  President,  so  that  there  shall  be  no  ques- 
tion of  complaint  of  nnfair  dealing. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    I  accept  that  also. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  This  modi- 
fication will  be  made,  if  there  be  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  in  the  last  section, 
the  appropriation  section,  1  move  to  amend, 
after  the  word  *^  dollars,"  in  the  first  line,  by 
inserting  the  words  '*  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary."  As  it  now  stands,  it  seems 
to  be  a  positive  direction  that  this  sum  of 
$76,000  shall  be  absolutely  spent  Of  course 
that  is  not  intended. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  That  is  not  the  inten- 
tion.    I  accept  the  amendnnent. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEEL  The  amend- 
ment will  be  so  modified,  if  there  be  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  order  to  conform  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  section  the  phraseologv 
to  this  qualified  appropriation,  the  seventh 
line  ou^ht  to  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  **6aid"  where  it  first  occurs,  and  by 
striking  out  the  words  '^of  seventy-five  thou* 
sand  dollars  "  and  inserting  '*  so  expended ;" 
so  as  to  read,  ''the  sum  so  expended  to  be 
reimbursed."  I  presume  there  is  no  objection 
to  that 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    None  at  all. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment will  be  so  modified,  if  there  be  no  objec- 
tion. The  question  is  on  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Eentocky,  as  modified. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  offer  an  amendment  in 
the  second  section,  fourteenth  line,  to  strike 
out  the  words  ''and  also  for  the  entire  body 
offered."  I  do  not  want  to  receive  bids  for 
the  entire  body.    The  section  now  reads : 

After  the  said  lands  shall  have  been  appraised, 
as  herein  provided,  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  aathorised  to  oflPerthe  same 
for  sale,  and  sealed  proposals,  duly  invited  by  pab- 
lie  advercisement,  snail  be  received  for  the  same, 
for  tracts  notezoeediosone  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
each,  and  also  for  the  entire  body  offered. 

I  move  to  strike  out  "and  also  for  the 
entire  body  offered."  It  only  invites  one  bid 
for  the  whole  thing. 


2330 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  10. 


Mr.  COLE.  The  next  line  wonld  be  incon- 
sistent then. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  this  is  aji^eed  to,  the 
other  can  be  6xed  afterward. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  go  on  down  to  the 
sixteenth  line  so  as  to  take  ont  the  whole 
clause 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  hope  that  amend- 
ment will  not  be  adopted,  becaase  I  think  the 
land  ought  to  be  offered  either  in  severalty  or 
entirety  as  may  produce  the  most  money  for 
the  Indians.  A  man  might  desire  the  whole 
tract  and  give  a  larger  price  for  it  than  would 
be  received  for  sales  of  small  parcels. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  (ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  trom 
Nevada  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentuuky. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion recurs  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  from  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Now  I  have  put  into  some- 
what different  phraseology  the  amendment  I 
offered  before,  and  I  offer  it  in  this  form : 

And  the  minor  children  of  Sophia  Foyles  shall 
be  taken  and  deemed  as  within  the  purview  of  said 
sections,  and  shall  through  a  lawful  guardian  be 
entitled  to  the  benefit  thereof. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  ought  to  come  in 
at  the  end  of  the  amendment  adopted  the 
other  day  respecting  carrying  into  effect  the 
ninth  and  tentu  sections  of  a  certain  act  that 
ia  referred  to.  The  Secretary  will  know  where 
to  put  it.  I  have  no  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment coming  in  at  that  place. 

The  ameudment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  to  offer  the  following 
amendment,  to  which  I  believe  there  is  no  ob- 
jection, to  come  in  after  the  amendment  for 
surveys,  which  was  inserted  after  line  fifteen 
hundred  and  fifty : 

Provided^  That  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office  may  allow  for  surveying  Qrande  Ronde 
reservation  the  same  as  allowed  for  the  survey  of 
other  similar  reservations  in  the  State  of  Oregon, 
out  of  any  money  heretofore  appropriated  for  that 
purpose,  should  he  deem  it  just. 

Mr.  POMERO  Y.  I  do  not  understand  that. 
Is  the  Commissionerof  the  General  Land  Office 
going  to  survey  an  Indian  reservation  ? 

Mr.  CORBETT.  He  is  authorized  by  law 
to  survey  it  or  cause  it  to  be  surveyed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  A  law  anthorizing  him 
to  survey  an  Indian  reservation?  I  never  heard 
of  that. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  accounts  are  adjnsted 
in  his  department  and  allowed  according  to 
law.  I  will  state  this  case  to  the  Senator: 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
authorized  the  surveyor  general  to  contract 
with  the  surveyors  to  survey  Indian  reserva- 
tions ;  this  case  is  one  in  ^hich  the  surveyor 
general  entered  into  a  contract  with  a  surveyor 
and  inserted  the  price.  The  man  was  on  his  way 
when  he  received  these  contracts,  one  of  them 
being  filled  up  and  the  others  not  bein^  filled 
up.  He  did  not  allow  the  price  authorized  by 
the  law,  and  the  same  price  that  was  allowed 
for  the  survey  of  other  Indian  reservations. 
When  the  contractor  ascertained  what  he  was 
allowed,  he  declined  to  proceed  with  the  work. 
The  surveyor  general  wrote  to  him  a  letter  that 
if  he  would  proceed  with  his  work  he  would 
recommend  to  the  Department  to  allow  him 
the  same  that  they  allowed  the  others ;  bnt  when 
this  gentleman,  who  is  now  in  town,  came 
here  to  settle  bis  accounts  he  found  that  they 
had  not  allowed  him  the  price  that  they  allowed 
others,  and  he  asks  that  he  may  be  allowed 
that.  The  Commissioner  says  that  he  cannot 
allow  it,  as  the  contract  stipulates  a  fixed  price 
without  an  act  of  Congress.  We  appropriated 
$4,000  for  the  survey  of  this  reservation  last 
year.    His  whole  contract,  if  allowed  at  this 


rate,  will  ambnnt  to  $8,428  81,  leaving  a  bal- 
ance 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senator  has  made 
ont  that  this  is  a  private  claim.  I  did  not 
intend  to  make  that  point;  but  I  ask  him 
whether  there  is  any  anthori^  of  law  to  survey 
this  reservation  at  all  ? 

Mr.  CORBETT.    There  is. 

Mr.  POMERpY.  Has  the  Indian  title 
become  extinguished? 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  Indian  title  has  not 
become  estinguished ;  but  we  made  an  appro- 
priation last  year  for  the  survey,  and  the 
treaty  provides  by  the  survey  of  this  reserva- 
tion. This  amendment  is  simply  to  allow  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  to 
settle  the  account,  and  to  allow  the  same  price 
that  he  allowed  the  others.  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  COLE.  Clearly,  on  the  statement  of 
my  friend  from  Oregon,  this  is  a  private  claim ; 
and  I  raise  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  hope  not.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  have  authorized  me 
to  offer  this,  and  I  explained  the  matter  to  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  and  the  Senator  from 
California. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  the  point 
of  order  is  made  that  this  is  not  to.  carry  out 
an  existing  law,  the  Chair  sustains  the  point 
of  order. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  believe  it  is  to  carry  out 
an  existing  law  to  survey  the  reservation.  This 
is  simply  to  authorize  the  Commissioner  to 
allow  the  account. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  feel  no  interest  in  any- 
thing now  bnt  the  point  of  order.  I  always 
insist  on  having  points  of  order  decided  cor- 
rectly. No  matter  whether  this  is  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  an  existing  law  or  not,  there 
is  no  way  to  get  a  private  claim  on  a  general 
appropriation  bill.  If  all  the  committees  of 
the  Seuate  report  in  favor  of  it,  or  if  the  De- 
partment recommend  it,  or  if  it  is  provided 
for  in  a  treaty,  you  cannot  get  a  private  claim 
on  in  any  way.  The  last  part  of  the  thirtieth 
rule  provides  that  no  amendment  shall  be 
received  whose  object  is  to  provide  for  a  pri- 
vate claim. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  read  the  clause  of  the  thirtieth  rule  re- 
ferred to : 

"And  no  amendment  shall  be  received  whose 
object  is  to  provide  for  a  private  claim,  unless  it  be 
to  carry  ont  the  proTisions  of  an  existing  law  or 
treaty  stipulation." 

The  Chair  propounded  that  <|[uestion  to  the 
Senator  from  Oregon,  whether  it  was  to  carry 
out  an  existing  Taw.  If  so,  the  Chair  will 
overrule  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  It  is  to  carry  oat  a  pro- 
vision of  law,  a  treaty  stipulation. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  no  ques- 
tion is  made  on  Uiat  point,  the  Chair  overrules 
the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  understood  that  was 
not  the  state  of  the  facts. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  It  is  to  carry  out  a  treaty 
stipulation.  The  treaty  does  provide  that 
the  land  shall  be  surveyed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.      I  did  not  know  that  fact. 

Mr.  CORBEIT.  That  is  so.  I  stated  it 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.  This  is  certainly  a  private  claim 
as  I  understand  it.  A  certain  surveyor  enters 
into  a  contract  to  survey  the  boundaries  of  an 
Indian  reservation.  He  finds  that  part  of  it 
perhaps  is  more  difficult  than  he  anticipated, 
and  this  is  a  claim  to  make  up  the  rate  per 
mile  of  surveying  at  a  larger  rate  than  is 
called  for  in  his  contract.  We  ought  to  have 
the  law  before  us  to  which  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  refers.  I  should  like  to  see  the  law 
which  this  amendment  proposes  to  cari*y  out. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFlfcER.  The  Chair 
will  observe  that  upon  the  statement  of  the 
Senator  from  California  that  this  is  a  mere 
question  of  the  amount  of  compensation,  it  is 
clearly  within  the  rule.    The  Chair  therefore 


overrules  the  point  of  order.  The  amendraeet 
is  in  order. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  If  it  is  in  order,  I  hope 
the  question  will  be  taken.  I  believe  there 
can  be  no  objection  to  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  <mM- 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Oregon. 

The  question  being  put,  a  division  was  called 
for,  and  the  ayes  were  nine. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  25,  nays  14 ;  aa  follows: 

TEAS-Messrs.  Buckingham.  Caaeerly.  Chaad- 
l«r,  Gorbett,  Ferry  of  Gonneetieut,  Frelioshayaea. 
Goldthwaite.  Harlan.  Hill.  Hitehooek.  Johostoo. 
Kelly,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Norwood.  Pomeroy.  Pool 
Pratt.  Ramsev.  Robertson.  Sehurs,  8tev«naoa.  Stew- 
art. Tipton.  West,  and  Windom— 25. 

KATS-'Messrs.  Cole.  Cooper,  Bdmonds,  Fcntm. 
Ferry  of  Miohijaran,  Hamilton  of  Texaa.  Hsalin, 
Logan,  Sawyer,  Sherman,  Sumner,  Tnunboil,  Tick- 
ers, and  Wright— 14. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Aleom,  Amea,  Anthony,  Bay- 
ard, Blair,  Boreman,  Brownlow,  CaldwelL  Caa- 
eron.  Carpenter,  Clayton.  Conk  ling.  Cragin.  Darii 
of  Kentaeky,  Davis  of  West  Virainia,  Flaoagaa. 
Gilbert.  Hamilton  of  Maryland.  How«,  EelJoss. 
Lewis,  Morrill  of  Vermont^  Morton.  Kye,  Osbore, 
Patterson,  Rice,  Sanlsbury,  Scott,  Spaneer.  Spragae, 
Stockton.  Thurman,  and  Wilson— 34. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  offer  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  as  an  additional  section: 

Sec.—.  That  if  any  person  other  than  anindiaaor 
person  incorporated  into  the  Indian  trib«  by  treaty 
stipulation,  shall  knowingly  and  willfolly  SQoaiof 
settle  upon  lands  holden  by  any  Indian  or  ladiifi 
tribe  by  treaties  or  other  title  from  the  United  SiAie^, 
or  attempt  to  occupy  or  hold  any  portion  of  ^ak 
laadB,  or  to  reside  within  the  limits  of  aaid  ImkLs 
or  territory  without  authority  or  license  Irom  tti« 
United  States,  he  shall  be  deemed  gaiity  of  a  rae- 
demeanor,  and  forever  after  incompetent  to  aoqatre 
title  to  such  lands,  and  be  liable  upon  iodiccmeet 
in  way  district  or  oircait  court  of  the  United  Sutei 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  1500,  and  impriaonmeai  not 
exceeding  one  year,  at  the  discretion  of  the  coon. 
And  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section,  the  provisions  of  an  act  esti- 
tled  "An  act  to  regulate  trade  and  intereoarM  mith 
the  Indians,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  tho  frontier," 
shall  be  held  to  be  applicable;  and  it  shall  be  ut 
duty  of  the  superintendents  and  agents  of  the  In- 
dian tribes  in  the  several  districts  to  give  inform- 
ation of  the  same  to  the  district  attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  the  appropriate  distrieu  aod  u 
endeavor  to  procure  the  arrest  of.  and  briog  to 
speedy  trial,  all  persons  violating  the  provisioas  of 
this  section. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  object  of  the  Sen- 
ator in  this  amendment,  I  think,  is  a.  good 
one,  and  yet  its  scope  is  so  large  that  it  wiU 
subject  men  to  fine  and  imprisonment  for 
going  into  all  those  vast,  unoccupied  porrioai 
of  the  country  where  the  Indian  title  has  not 
been  extinguished.  If  the  Senator  would 
confine  it  to  well-defined  Indian  reservations 
that  have  been  solemnly  set  apart  for  the  Jo- 
dians — I  mean  those  diminished  reservatioos 
that  have  been  solemnly  set  apart  for  and  con- 
secrated to  the  Indians — that  woaid  be  one 
thing.  I  presume  that  is  what  the  Senator 
aims  at.  fiut  to  say  that  in  a  section  of  coun- 
try where  the  Indian  title  is  not  extinguished, 
because  I  think  that  will  embrace  the  sectios 
of  country  where  our  miners  are 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  It  doc»a  not  lay 
that. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  let  na  hear  what  it 
does  say.  That  is  the  way  I  nnderatand  it 
If  this  amendment  is  intended  to  include  the 
whole  of  the  United  States  where  the  Indian 
title  has  not  been  extinguished,  il  will  not  do 
at  all. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Of  coarae.I  do 
not  contemplate  any  such  thing.  Let  it  be 
read  again. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    I  want  to  hear  it  agam. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    That  is  pretty  broad. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  It  is  just  pre- 
cisely as  broad  as  your  treaties,  and  it  tan 
that  if  any  man  otherthanan  Indian,  or  persoa 
having  a  right  there  by  our  treaty  stipulations, 
shall  knowingly  and  willfully  go  npon  these 
lands  that  the  Indians  hold  by  treaty  stipe- 
lations  from  the  Government  of  the  United 
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Htates,  and  settle  or  squat  upon  them,  or 
distnrb  them,  he  shall  be  liable  to  these  pea- 
Alties.  ' 

Mr.  BLAIK.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
^whether  this  amendment  would  not  apply  to 
the  moTintain  regions  of  Colorado  where  our 
miners  are? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  Senator 
does  DOt  understand  the  amendment.  It  only 
applies  to  such  lands  as  the  Indians  hold  by 
direct  treaty  from  us. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  **  Or  other  title." 
Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  <<  Or  other  title 
from  the  United  States/'  and  I  beliere  they 
do  not  hold  any  reservations  other  than  by 
treaty.  I  have  no  objection  to  those  words, 
'*  or  other  title  from  the  United  States,''  being 
stricken  out,  if  they  are  objectionable  to  the 
Senator. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  this  amendment  is  not 

aimed  at  any  imaginary  evil.     The  great  evil 

is  this :  we  set  apart  reservations  by  solemn 

treaty  stipulations  to   the  Indians,   and  we 

C^narantee  in  those  treaties  that  we  will  protect 

the  Indians  against  invasions  of  all  persons  from 

outside.    Now,  what  takes  place?   Why,  sir, 

the  ink  upon  the  treaties  is  scarcely  dry  before 

squatters  press  upon  these  Indian  reservations. 

There  is  no  penalty  for  their  doing  it.     It  is 

the  duty  of  the  authorities  of  the  United  States, 

of  course,  to  observe  these  treaties,  and  to 

keep  settlers  off;  but  as  a  matter  of  fact  they 

do  not  do  it.    That  is  known.    They  go  on, 

and  they  go  on  knowingly  and  wittinglv,  and 

with  the  very  purpose  of  taking  the  lands. 

I  have  an  instance  in  point,  and  it  is  a  mem- 
orable one,  and  a  noted  one,  in  our  legislation. 
The  Senate  will  remember  it.  It  occurred 
only  a  few  years  ago.  Here  were  the  Osage 
lands  in  southern  Kansas,  eight  million  acres. 
They  were  held  by  solemn  treaty  stipula- 
tions with  this  Government;  and  yet  white 
men  from  that  State,  and  I  do  not  know  from 
where  else — I  will  not  charge  it  upon  Kansas 
alone-^id  go  on  there  without  authority  of 
law,  and  they  went  on  knowingly  and  willfully. 
What  was  the  result?  The  result  was  that  we 
had  to  send  the  military  there  to  stand  between 
the  Indians  and  the  white  men,  the  squatters, 
to  prevent  war  and  bloodshed.  What  do  we 
do  in  the  end  ?  The  white  men,  the  squatters, 
twenty  thousand  strong,  forced  this  Govern- 
ment  to  make  arrangements  with  those  In* 
dians  by  which  we  sent  them  into  the  Indian 
territory,  just  across  the  line.  That  was  less 
than  two  years  ago.  Now,  what?  Many  of 
the  very  same  men,  squatters,  who  have  been 
upon  that  land  and  got  their  possessions  in 
violation  of  treaty  stipulations,  have  sold  them 
out  and  have  followed  those  Indians  into  that 
country,  and  there  they  are  to-day  in  violation 
of  your  treaty  stipulations,  and  in  violation  of 
the  very  pledges  we  made  to  those  Osttfe  In- 
dians, who  were  driven  from  southern  j&nsas 
into  that  country  by  that  sort  of  policy.  They 
have  pursued  them  there,  and  the  military  are 
now  employed  in  driving  those  squatters  from 
that  country. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  this  is  a  proposition  to 
obviate  precisely  such  aifficnlties  in  tne  future ; 
it  is  to  say  to  the  people  of  this  country,  to 
the  squatters  particularly,  to  those  who  go  in 
advance  of  surveys  and  in  advance  of  settle- 
ment, '*  If  you  go  wittingly  and  knowingly 
upon  lands  which  have  been  set  aside  by  treaty 
stipulations  by  the  people  of  this  country  for 
the  Indians  and  violate  those  treaty  stipnla- 
tions'^— what  then  ?  "  You  shall  have  no  title 
to  the  lands  on  which  you  squat  or  undertake 
to  settle  under  those  circumstances,  and  as  a 
penalty  yon  shall  not  be  permitted  hereafter  to 
acquire  any  title  in  them  ;  and  in  addition  to 
that,  you  shall  be  subjected  to  such  fine  and 
penalty  as  the  court,  under  the  circumstances, 
shall  award  against  you." 

Mr.  COLE.  I  see  we  are  opening  up  an 
interminable  debate  on  a  new  subject  that  has 
uo  business  whatever  in  connection  with  this 
bill.   It  is  legiidaUon  distinctly.    It  makes  mo 


appropriation,  nor  does  it  call  for  any.  I  there- 
fore move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  I  wish  to  make  a  single  remark  by  way  of 
explanation. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary. 

Mr.  POMBROY.  I  desire  to  explain  one 
thing  to  which  the  Senator  from  Maine  re- 
ferred, and  in  which  I  think  he  reflected  a 
little  on  the  people  of  my  State. 

Mr.  COLE.  Of  course,  then,  I  shall  have 
to  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  shall  only  occupy  a 
moment.  What  the  Senator  from  Maine  said 
in  regard  to  settlers  on  the  Osage  lands  in 
the  last  part  of  his  remarks,  I  think  was 
strictly  true,  that  there  were  settlers  on  the 
Osage  lands;  but  let  me  remind  the  Senator 
that  the  Osages  first  made  a  treaty  before  any 
settlers  went  on  there,  by  which  they  ceded  a 
portion  of  this  reservation^  the  northern  side 
of  it,  in  trust  to  the  United  States  to  sell. 
Then  they  ceded  the  eastern  portion.  Finally 
they  made  a  treaty  by  which  they  proposed  to 
sell  the  whole.  That  treaty  was  suspended  in 
the  Senate  for  two  years.  During  the  time 
while  that  treaty  was  in  suspense,  and  when 
the  new  settlers  coming  to  my  State  were  in- 
quiring where  they  could  get  lands,  they  were 
told,  **The  Osages  have  made  a  treaty  and 
have  agreed  to  sell ;  it  is  not  yet  ratified,  but 
it  will  be."  So  they  went  on  these  lands  in 
large  numbers  and  settled.  But  no  settlement 
was  made  and  none  recognized  until  that  treaty 
was  made.  No  one  supposed  he  could  get  any 
title  there.  That  treaty,  to  be  sure,  was  never 
ratified.  We  finally  settled  the  question  by 
an  act  of  Congress  or  an  amendment  put  on 
an  appropriation  bill ;  but  in  justification  of 
those  men  who  did  settle  and  finally  obtained 
homes  there,  it  is  due  that  it  should  be  said 
that  thev  did  not  settle  there  at  all  until  the 
Osages  nad  made  a  treaty  to  sell  their  reser- 
vation, and  it  was  supposed  that  that  treaty 
would  be  ratified.! 

Mr.  MORRILL,^f  Maine.  Now,  will  the 
Senator  tell  me  how  he  accounts  for  this  in- 
vasion of  their  lands  in  the  Indian  territory? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Yes,  sir.  I  can  explain 
that.  I  have  always  advised  against  any  set- 
tling there ;  but  still  I  can  explain  how  it  was 
done.  They- did  not  go  into  that  country  to 
settle  until  the  land  west  of  ninety-six  degrees 
was  ceded  to  the  United  States.  It  was  ceded, 
however,  for  a  specific  purpose,  as  the  preamble 
says — not  the  treaty  itself,  but  the  preamble. 
It  sets  out  that  ^'  whereas  it  is  the  desire  of  the 
Government  to  locate  certain  friendly  Indians 
upon  the  territory  west  of  ninety -six  degrees," 
giving  various  reasons,  and  then  it  ffoes  on  to 
provide  that  the  Cherokees  cede  ail  west  of 
ninety-six  degrees  for  that  purpose.  The  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  was  extended  over 
it.  The  settlers  held,  I  suppose — ^I  think  that 
is  their  side  of  the  question— that  as  soon  as 
the  Indians  ceded  west  of  ninety-six  degrees 
to  the  Government,  Uieir  rights  attached  to 
that  country. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Now,  the  Sen- 
ator says  this  is  a  proper  thing  to  do. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  No ;  I  did  not  say  any 
such  thing.  I  was  giving  their  side  of  the 
question. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  Senator 
says  that  what  is  contemplated  by  this  amend- 
ment 18  a  proper  thing  to  do.  I  will  ask  the 
Senator  whether  he  does  not  understand  that 
our  chief  difficulties  with  the  Indians  in  reser- 
vations arise  firom  the  fact  that  unau^orized 
persons  do  go  over  and  get  in  contact  with  the 
Indians  ana  trouble  comes  from  it? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  that  ia 
often  BO. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Very  well. 
Now,  if  the  Senator  has  any  proposition  to 
amend  this  amendment,  I  have  no  objection ; 
but  this  is  an  evil  that  we  ought  to  correct, 
and  we  ought  to  do  it  now^  and  we  ought  to 
do  it  for  the  reason  that  while  we  are  taUdng 


here  the  military  of  this  country  has  been 
ordered  out  to  remove  those  trespassers  from 
that  country. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  But  no  one  is  better 
acquainted  than  the  Senator  himself  with  the 
fact  that  the  present  law  is  as  stringent  as  any 
you  can  make  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  present 
law  has  only  this  effect,  and  no  more:  it  is 
stringent  against  any  persons  going  on  there  to 
trade ;  that  is  all. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  They  have  no  rights  under 
the  present  law,  and  they  cannot  acquire 
rights. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  non-inter- 
course law — I  have  looked  at  it  carefully — 
touches  none  but  such  persons  as  go  there  to 
carry  on  trade,  sell  whisky,  and  the  like,  and 
for  those  persons  there  is  a  penalty;  but  for 
persons  who  go  on  a  reservation  to  take  up 
the  land  there  is  no  fine  or  penalty,  and  no 
remedy  against  them  whatever. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  If  the  Senator  has  in 
mind  this  country  west  of  ninety-six  degrees 
his  amendment  will  scarcely  touch  it.  It  will 
only  touch  a  portion  of  it.  A  large  portion 
of  the  country  west  of  ninety-six  degrees  is 
not  claimed  by  any  Indian  to-day.  It  is  now 
open  to  settlement  if  the  cession  is  good  for 
anything.  It  would  touch  that  portion  claimed 
by  the  Osages. 

Mr.  MOURILL,  of  Maine.  My  honorable 
friend  is  entirely  mistaken  about  it.  All  that 
country  belongs  to  the  Indians  until  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  appropriates  it 
for  Indian  tribes  to  settle  on  it.  So  it  belongs 
to  the  Indians  subject  to  the  right  of  occupa- 
tion by  the  Government  for  other  Indian  tribes 
when  they  choose  to  move  upon  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  belongs  to  the  Indian 
in  a  certain  sense  until  he  gets  his  pay.  The 
treaty  provides  that  he  shall  retain  a  certain 
sort  of  jurisdiction  over  it  until  the  Govern- 
ment pays  him  for  it;  but  the  moment  the 
Government  pays  him  for  that  land,  the  Indian 
title  is  extinguished;  he  has  got  no  further 
claim. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  two  Senators  of  so 
much  experience  will  not  insist  on  cairrying 
this  discussion  further.  I  move  to  lay  the 
amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  If  this  debate  is  to  go  on, 
I  should  like  to  say  something  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  let  us 
get  through  with  this  bill  to-  night.  If  we  debate 
a  matter  that  has  no  pertinency  whatever  to 
any  subject  in  the  bill,  and  make  that  the 
pretext  for  a  long  discussion,  I  am  sure  we 
cannot  get  through  with  the  bill  to-night.  I 
hope  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  will  not 
insist  on  speaking  on  the  amendment. 

Mr.  RAMSEY;  Very  well.  If  the  Senator 
insists  on  his  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  he 
can  do  so. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
California,  that  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Maine  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  On  that  question  I  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Let  me  a^  the  Senator  from 
Maine  if  he  would  not  improve  his  amend- 
ment b^  striking  out  the  words  **  by  treaty 
stipulation,''  as  a  means  of  incorporating  per- 
sons into  the  tribe  ?  That  is  not  very  often 
done  bv  treaty  stipulation. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  (inestion  now  is  on 
laying  on  the  table,  and  it  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Cannot  he  modify  his  amend- 
ment? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No ;  not  while  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table  is  pending. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  will  say  to 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  that  that  language 
is  simply  descriptive  of  the  persons  who  are 
supposed  to  have  rights  in  the  Indian  territory, 
and  I  put  it  in  at  the  suggestion  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
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Mr.  HOWE.  YoQ  seem  to  contemplate 
that,  io  order  to  incorporate  a  person  into  an 
Indian  tribe,  it  must  be  by  treaty. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  have  no  objec- 
tion, by  general  consent,  to  striking  oat  the 
words  **  by  treaty  stipulation/' 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  can  rectify  it  if  we 
do  not  table  it.  If  the  Senate  are  unwilling 
to  do  anything  on  the  subject^  the  amendment 
will  be  tabled  ;  if  they  are  willing  to  consider 
the  subject,  we  can  then  perfect  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  have  no 
objection,  then,  to  letting  it  stand  for  the 
present. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  15,  nays  26 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS—Messrs.  Blair.  Caldwell,  Chandler.  Cole. 
Kellyt  Nye.  Osbom,  Pomeroy.  Ramsey.  Robertson. 
Stewart.  Tnarman,  Tipton,  Viokers.  and  Win- 
dom—lS.  . 

NAYS— Messn.  Bayard,  Backinfham.  Casierly. 
Cooper,  Corbett.  Edmands,  Fenton.  Ferry  of  Con- 
neoticot.  Ferry  of  Michigan.  FrelinKhuysen.  Gilbert, 
Qoldtbwaite,  Hamilton  of  Teza^  Hamlin.  Uorlan. 
Uill,  Howe,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morrill  of  Vermont. 
Norwuod,  SaolBbury.  Sawyer.  Scott.  Sherman,  Ste- 
venson, and  Wright— 26. 

ABSENT— Messre.  Alcorn.  Ames.  Anthony.  Bore- 
man.  Brownlow.  Cameron,  Carpenter.  Clayton, 
Conkling.  Cragin.  Davis  of  Kentucky.  Davis  of 
West  Virginia.  Flanagan.  Hamilton  of  Maryland. 
Hitchcock.  Johnston.  Kellogg.  Lewis.  Logan,  Mor- 
ton. Patterson.  Pool.  Pratt.  Kioe.  Sch or z.  Spencer, 
Spragae.  Stockton.  Somner.  TrumboU.  West,  and 
Wil8on-32. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  lay  the  amendment 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  have  the 
amendment  read  aeain.  The  Senate  was  not 
full  when  it  was  last  read.  I  want  to  call 
attention  to  some  peculiarities  in  it. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEWART.  This  is  a  criminal  law, 
and  there  ou^ht  to  be  aTeasonable  degree  of 
certainty  in  it.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  lawyers  in  the  body  to  its  lansuage.  It 
says  if  any  person  enters  upon  lands  held  by 
the  Indians  by  treaties  or  other  title  from  the 
United  States  he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor. This  title  of  the  Indians  is  rather 
indefinite. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  It  is  described 
as  *^  title  from  the  United  States.'' 

Mr.  STEWART.  How  do  they  acquire  title 
from  the  United  States?  Is  there  such  a  thing? 
You  ought  to  have  some  certainty  in  it,  if  you 
are  going  to  pass  a  criminal  law.  How  do 
they  get  title  from  the  United  States?  Has 
the  United  States  given  them  any  ?    The  Ian- 

fuage  is  **  by  treaty  or  other  title  from  the 
ruited  States.'' 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  United  States  has  given 
a  great  many  of  them  patents  to  their  lands. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  And  also  by  setting  apart 
reservations  distinctly  for  their  use.  Ixiere  is 
no  trouble  about  it. 

Mr.  STEWART.  None  of  these  reserva- 
tions have  been  surveyed,  and  they  are  scat- 
tered over  the  western  territories,  and  men 
will  go  there  and  settle.  The  Indian  agent 
may  say  that  the  settler  is  on  a  reservation. 
Nobody  can  tell  particularly;  but  that  man 
is  to  be  tried  for  that  offense.  Perhaps  he  is 
not  on  it.  By  this  proposition  yon  commence 
a  whole  series  of  criminal  prosecutions  all  over 
that  country. 

Mr.  HAULAN.  The  language  of  the  amend- 
ment is  **  knowingly  and  willfully  settle."  If 
he  should  stumble  on  a  reservation  that  was 
not  surveyed,  the  exterior  boundaries  of  which 
had  not  been  established  on  the  earth^s  sur- 
face, of  course  he  would  not  be  guilty  in  the 
eye  of  the  law. 

Mr.  STEWART.  If  the  reservations  were 
surveyed  and  the  lines  understood,  that  would 
be  a  different  thing.  The  question  is  whether 
the  man  knowingly  and  wiilt'uUy  entered  on  the 
land,  and  he  is  to  be  put  on  his  trial.  He 
thinks  he  is  not  on  a  reservation ;  another  man 
thinks  he  is ;  and  the  Indian  agent  gives  him 
a  notice. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maiflie.     Allow  me  to 


say  to  my  friend  that,  in  the  first  place,  it  is 
subject  to  this  limitation,  that  the  Indians 
shall  have  a  title  from  the  Government  of  the 
United  States;  and,  in  the  second  place,  it 
shall  be  known  to  the  party  who  trespasses 
and  he  shall  go  on  knowingly  and  willfully.  If 
the  Senator  can  employ  any  language  -stronger 
than  that,  I  will  most  cheerfully  accept  any 
amendment  he  may  propose. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  will  not  destroy  the 
whole  thinflT. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     Of  course. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  admit  that  I  am 
opposed  to  this  thing  altogether,  and  I  will 
tell  you  why.  It  is  unfair.  It  ought  not  to  be 
done.  I  protest  against  it.  I  can  give  yon 
several  reasons  why  it  ought  not  to  be  done. 
The  settlers  have  a  right  to  go  into  that  west- 
ern country.  You  set  apart  large  reservations 
for  the  Indians,  unnecessarily  large,  that  are 
used  by  nobody,  and  are  of  no  use  to  any- 
body. The  white  people  of  this  country  want 
those  lands.  You  talk  about  homestead  set- 
tlers and  preemption  settlers,  and  yet  here  are 
vast  tracts  of  country  from  which  you  exclude 
them.  Most  of  the  States  have  been  settled 
in  advance  of  extinguishing  the  Indian  title ; 
and  the  very  tbine  that  I  complain  of  is  keep- 
ing the  Indian  title,  not  giving  the  Indian  any 
definite  home  or  definite  lands,  keeping  the 
country  from  civilization ;  and  now  you  pro- 
pose to  punish  the  settlers  for  doing  exactly 
what  your  ancestors  did.  They  claimed  great 
merit  for  having  driven  the  Indians  from  the 
lands  in  this  portion  of  the  country,  and  their 
heroism  in  defending  their  homes  has  excited 
your  admiration. 

Instead  of  punishing  the  settlers  who  are 
trying  to  find  a  home,  you  should  give  the  In- 
dian a  home,  and  not  send  him  out  there  on 
the  plains  or  send  him  out  into  those  mount- 
You  set  apart  vast  regions  of  land 


ains. 


which  he  cannot  occupy,  and  then  yon  pro 
pose  to  prevent  any  white  man  from  occupy- 
ing it,  and  you  pile  up  your  criminal  statutes 
against  those  who  may  aitemi>t  to  settle  the 
land.  Sir,  you  have  enough  criminal  statutes 
now.  The  Indian  may  go  off  the  reservation. 
He  can  steal  from  the  whites  and  run  back  to 
the  reservation  with  impunity.  The  thief  can 
go  there  and  become  incorporated  into  the 
tribe  ;  but  the  honest  settler,  if  he  gets  over 
the  line,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary.  This 
Indian  country  now  is  filled  up  with  robbers 
and  murderers,  who  go  there  to  evade  the 
law.  They  can  be  incorporated  under  your 
laws  with  the  Indian  tribes ;  there  is  no  law 
against  that ;  but  the  man  who  goes  West  with 
his  family,  and  happens  to  go  over  one  of  these 
vague  uusurveyed  boundaries,  if  he  gets  there 
by  accident  and  does  not  remove  immediately 
is  under  this  law  a  criminal.  It  may  be  that 
everything  he  has  in  the  world  is  invested 
there,  and  that  by  accident  he  has  got  over 
the  line^of  one  of  these  Indian  reservations  ; 
he  is  notified  to  go  off;  and  if  he  stays  he  must 
go  to  the  penitentiary.  Probably  he  has  not 
money  enough  in  the  world  to  get  away. 

The  difficulty  is  that  you  are  attempting  to 
carry  out  a  policy  that  is  impossible.  The 
difficulty  is  in  not  being  reasonable.  Give  the 
Indian  a  home  somewhere,  but  do  not  under- 
take to  monopolize  the  West  for  the  benefit 
of  a  few  Indians.  You  will  not  do  it ;  you 
cannot  do  it.  Yon  may  dedicate  the  land  for 
awhile  to  barbarism  and  then  to  speculation. 
That  is  what  you  do  with  all  these  reserva- 
tions. We  have  a  specimen  of  it  in  the  legis* 
lation  of  to-day  in  the  amendment  that  was 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky.  Here 
are  two  reservations  in  Wisconsin,  and  what 
do  you  do  ?  Yon  have  kept  the  settlers  off 
them  up  to  this  time  by  your  Army.  Do  you 
give  them  any  chance  to  go  in  on  them  now  ? 
No.  What  have  you  done  ?  You  now  pro- 
pose to  have  them  surveyed  and  sold  at  auction 
to  speculators  who  will  combine  to  buy  them 
up,  and  the  settlers  cannot  go  on  them.  You 
have  done  the  same  thing  in  Kansas.    You  do 


it  everywhere.  Your  love  for  the  settlers  is  i 
sham,  when  you  have  in  these  western  Stties 
every  year  a  reservation  or  two  to  sell  to  Bpe^ 
ulators  at  auction.  Yon  talk  aboathomesteu 
and  preemption  laws,  and  say  that  no  Uod 
shall  be  given  to  any  but  actual  setilen,  m 
yet  in  this  very  bill  you  provide  thai  seT»al 
hundred  thousand  acres,  I  do  not  knov  how 
much,  shall  be  sold  in  gross  at  sactioo.  0; 
course  there  will  be  a  combination.  The  poor 
man  will  have  no  show.  When  will  joa  gire 
the  settler  a  chance  ?  You  will  not  aliov  him 
to  go  on  Uie  reservation.  If  be  does,  joa 
propose  to  send  him  to  prison ;  sod  when  yoo 
dispose  of  the  reservation  you  do  so  &tauctioD 
in  such  a  way  that  the  speculator  gets  hold  of 
it.  Is  that  the  policy  of  this  CbTerameot? 
Is  there  no  time  when  the  settler  can  hire 
rights? 

Mr.  BLAIB.  Did  I  understand  the  Seoabr 
to  state  that  there  was  a  provision  in  tbij  bill 
for  the  sale  of  a  reservation  in  gross? 

Mr.  STEWART.     Two  reservauons. 

Mr.  BLAIB.  Then  I  will  not  vote  far  the 
bill.  I f  we  are  to  have  another  affair  like  Joj'i 
and  the  neutral  lands,  I  hope  the  whole  bill 
will  be  defeated. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  There  is  nothing  of  tk 
sort  in  this  bilL 

Mr.  COLE.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  ameodoesi 
adopted  to-day  on  Uie  moUon  of  the  SenabH 
from  Kentucky. 

Mr.  STE  WART.  I  call  for  the  readiog  of 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Kentock; 
as  part  of  my  speech. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  If  we  are  going  to  sell  another 
tract  of  land  to  Mr.  Joy,  I  want  to  knov  it  vid 
I  want  the  Senate  to  know  it 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  second  section  of 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  is  in  these  words: 

That  the  landa  rendered  vacant  under  the  preoed 
ingBeotion  of  this  aot  shall  be  appraised  by  thr« 
oompetent  oommtssioners,  one  of  whom  ebftll  beUic 
United  States  agent  for  the  said  GhippflW»lDdu«. 
and  the  other  two  shall  be  appointed  bf  the  Seen- 
tary  of  the  Interior.  Should  there  b«  upon  eny  of 
the  lands  to  be  thus  appraised  any  improreme::* 
made  by  or  for  the  Indians,  or  for  OoTeromeot  par^ 
poses,  the  said  commissioners  shall  appraise  the  ^ 
improvements  separately.  After  the  widluda'^ 
have  been  appraised,  as  nerein  proTided,  ibc  &««• 
tary  of  the  Interior  shall  be.  and  hereby  u.  aot&or- 
iaed  to  offer  the  same  for  sale,  and  sealed  propoaa 
duly  invited  by  public  advertisement,  tbail  w  n- 
ceived  for  the  same,  for  tracts  not  exoeedin;  obs 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  each,  and  also  for  tbeai^ 
body  offered :  and  he  shall  be.  and  hereby  u.»ather> 
ized  to  accept  the  proposal  tor  the  entire  ^^? 
the  hiffhest  bids  for  separate  tracts,  u  smj* 
deemed  best,  and  to  cause  patents  in  the  oioai  im 
to  be  issued  to  said  purchaser  or  porebaeersfor  n» 
lands:  Provided,  That  no  bid  for  separate  treeui^ 
be  accepted  which  may  be  leas  than  tbe  appntw 
value  of  such  tract,  including  the  imprpT«°>?^^ 
any,  thereon,  or  for  the  entire  tract  which  thaiiM 
less  than  the  aggregate  appraised  ralne  of  tbefMUi 
and  of  all  the  Improvements,  if  any.  tbereon :  j^ 
jnwnded  further.  That  bids  for  tracts  havia««J 
provements  upon  them  shall  state  the  pnee»[jrf 
the  land  and  the  improvementa  The  proeeediu 
such  sales  shall  be  invested  or  expended  forJM 
benefit  of  the  Indians  interested,  in  sucb  Buan«r» 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  may  direeL 

I  undertake  to  say  there  is  no  provision  here 
by  which  that  sale  can  be  anything  else  m 
a  monopoly.     Sealed  proposals  are  to  » 
received.    The  lands  are  not  even  sorwy^ 
and  a  man  cannot  make  a  8^P*'*{^  ,  ^ 
it,  because  he  cannot  describe  it.   The  iaiifl| 
will  simply  be  sold  at  auction  en  "***^ 
want  to  know  whether  you  are  gom  to  p' 
ceed  in  that  way?    In  the  first  place,  jw 
propose  to  send  the  settler  to  the  ]^om 
tiary  if  he  goes  on  the  reserration.   li  J"J 
keep  him  off  until  the  time  comes  toreoo" 
the  Indians  to  some  other  plsce,  and  t«» 
you  sell  the  reservation  in  gross,  1  *^ 
know  at  what  time  he  is  going  to  have  Jww 
lands,  if  ever  ?    Now,  while  thepolicy  of  jow 
ing  these    reservations  for  the  P^^P?*  -f. 
selling  them  in  gross  to  specnlatot*  «  P 
sued,  I  say  it  is  wrong  to  exdode  ^f,^; 
tiers  from  them  at  any Ume,  and  1  do  noi* 
any  more  criminal  laws  to  keep  them  on  ^ 

reservations.  ^         ii»k«AtteD 

Mr.THURMAN.    I  wish  to  call  the  aiten 
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lion  of  the  mover  of  this  amendmenti  as  well 
as  of  the  Senate,  somewhat  carefaliy  to  its 
provisions,  because  I  hardly  think  he  himself 
will  insist  npon  it  in  its  present  shape,  at  least, 
after  he  has  reflected  upon  it.  The  amend- 
ment reads : 

That  if  any  person,  other  than  an  Indian  or  person 
incorporated  into  an  Indian  tribe  by  treaty  stipu- 
latioo.  shall  knowingly  and  willfully  equator  settle 
upon  lands,  Sto. 

That  is,  any  person  who  is  not  an  Indian  or 
is  not  a  person  incorporated  into  an  Indian 
tribe  by  treaty  stipulalion,  who  shall  sqnat  or 
settle  on  these  lands  that  are  named  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.  Now,  there  are 
many  whites  who  have  been  adopted  into 
Indian  tribes  not  by  any  treaty  stipulation,  but 
by  the  tribe  itself.  There  are  numerous  whites 
now  members  of  Indian  tribes  who  have  been 
in  that  manndr  adopted  by  the  tribes. 

Mr.  MORiiILL,  of  Maine.  My  attention 
was  called  to  that  point  a  few  moments  ago, 
and  I  said  I  had  no  objection  to  striking  out 
the  words  ''by  treaty  stipulation.''  1  am 
inclined  to  think  that  they  should  be  stricken 
out. 

Mr.  NYE.  Allow  me  to  ask  whether  that 
language  would  not  exclude  the  whole  race 
of  colored  people  incorporated  by  law,  not  by 
any  treaty  ? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  No,  sir ;  they 
are  incorporated  by  the  treaty  stipulations  of 
1866. 

Mr.  NYE.  They  are  not  incorporated  by 
any  treaty. 

Mr.  MORBILLy  of  Maine.  Yes,  sir ;  they 
are  incorporated  by  the  treaty  of  1866;  and  I 
put  that  m  at  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Mr.  NYE.  With  the  Oherokees  they  are; 
not  with  any  others. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  think  the  criti- 
cism of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  is  just  in  regard 
to  that  point. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    Now  I  want  to  go  on  to 

another  matter,  which  I  am  sare  my  friend 

must  have  overlooked  also : 

That  if  any  person,  other  than  an  Indian  or  person 
incorporated  into  an  Indian  tribe  by  treaty  stipu- 
lation— 

I  suppose  the  Senator  will  add  ''or  by  the 
tribe  iiself  " — 

afaall  knowingly  and  willfully  squat  or  settle  upon 
lands  holden  by  any  Indian  or  Indian  tribe  by 
treaties  or  other  title  from  the  United  States.  A;o.,  he 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  and  forever 
after  incompetent  to  acquire  a  title  to  suah  lands. 

Now,  this  protects  the  land  of  every  indi- 
vidual Indian,  whether  he  is  an  Indian  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  and 
therefore  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  or 
whether  he  is  one  of  a  tribe.  It  applies  to  the 
land  of  the  Indian  as  much  as  to  the  reserva- 
tion that  belongs  to  the  tribe,  and  as  we  know 
there  are  many  individual  Indians  some  of 
whom  are  citizens  of  the  .United  States,  their 
tribal  organization  being  entirely  broken  up, 
and  some  of  whom,  who  are  not,  hold  lands 
in  severalty.  This  amendment  if  adopted  pro- 
tects the  land  of  that  individual  Indian  by 
making  it  absolutely  a  misdemeanor,  punish- 
able by  fine  and  imprisonment,  for  anybody 
who  is  not  an  Indian  to  trespass  on  his  lancL 
It  makes  it  a  criminal  offense  to  trespass  on 
that  Indian's  land,  while  you  may  trespass  on 
the  land  of  his  white  neighbor  just  as  much  as 
you  please.  I  am  sure  my  friend  did  not 
intend  that. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Can  my  hon- 
orable friend  conceive  of  a  case  wh^re  the 
Indians  hold  lands  in  severalty  in  an  Indian 
reservation  held  by  treaty  stipulations  with  the 
Qovcrnment? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  This  is  not  limited  to 
Indian  reservations. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.    Certainly  it  is. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Not  at  all ;  not  a  bit  of 
it.  It  is  not  limited.  It  is  just  as  broad  as 
the  Republic.    Let  us  look  at  it  again : 

That  if  any  person,  other  than  an  Indian  or  person 
iaeorporattd  into  an  Indian  tribe  by  treaty  stlp* 


nlation,  shall  knowingly  or  willfully  squat  or 
settle  on  lands  holden  by  an  Indian  or  Indian  tribe 
by  treaties  or  other  title  from  the  United  States. 

It  applies  to  every  Indian,  no  matter  where 
he  is,  who  owns  or  holds  land  by  title  from 
the  United  States.  He  may  be  in  Ohio.  We 
have  several  very  respectable  Indian  farmers 
in  the  State  of  Ohio.  One  of  them,  I  remem- 
ber, used  to  be  clerk  of  thecourt  in  one  of  our 
counties,  and  a  very  excellent  and  respectable 
man  he  was,  too,  and  a  land-owner  of  very 
considerable  extent. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  He  never  took  a  scalp. 
[Lau^ter.j 

Mr.  THURMAN.  No :  he  never  took  a 
scalp.  There  are  other  States  where  indi- 
vidual Indians  own  lands  in  severalty  derived 
from  the  United  States.  This  extends  to  them 
according  to  its  terms.  I  am  sure  it  is  not 
intended,  and  what  my  friend  just  says  shows 
that  it  was  not  intended;  but  it  will  have  to 
b<^  amended,  or  it  will  have  that  effect. 

But  here  is  another  thing.  If  these  persons 
shall  s(^uat  or  settle  upon  lands  *'  holden  by 
anylndian  or  Indian  tribe  by  treaties  or  other 
title  from  the  United  States,  or  attempt  to 
occupy  or  hold  any  portion  of  said  lands,  or  to 
reside  within  the  limits  of  said  lands  or  territory 
without  authority  or  license  firom  the  United 
States,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor.'' He  may  have  authority  from  the 
tribe  to  settle  upon  the  lands :  he  may  have 
authority  from  the  individual  Indian  who  is 
the  .owner,  to  settle  upon  it;  but  that  will  not 
protect  him  from  punishment  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment under  this  amendment,  unless  he 
has  also  the  authority  of  the  United  States.  I 
submit  to  my  friend  that  will  not  do  at  all.  I  sub- 
mit to  him  that  if  an  Indian  tribe  wants  to  em- 
ploy a  carpenter,  or  a  blacksmith,  or  a  miller, 
or  a  preacher,  or  a  doctor,  and  give  him  a 
settlement  on  their  reservation,  he  ought  not  to 
be  punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment  unless 
he  also  gets  the  consent  of  the  United  States ; 
and  yet  that  is  this  amendment. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  In  rmrd  to 
the  latter  point,  it  is  not  well  taken,  because 
the  amendment  runs  precisely  in  harmony  with 
the  intercourse  law  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  the  Senator  is  going 
to  reply  to  me  he  may  as  well  answer  all  my 
points  at  once.  There  is  one  other  thing  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  his  attention,  and  that  is, 
what  will  be  the  effect  of  sueh  a  proposition 
as  this?  He  proposes  to  extend  the  law  ta 
regard  to  Indian  traders  for  the  purpose  of 
applying  it  to  this  section.  What  he  means 
by  that  I  suppose  is  this:  that  you  can  seize  a 
man  in  any  Indian  reservation  by  the  United 
States  troops  and  take  him  off  five  hundred  or 
one  thousand  miles  to  some  district  court  to 
try  him.  Tou  can  seize  a  man  in  Alaska  on  an 
Indian  reservation  and  drag  him  down  to  Cal- 
ifornia or  Oregon  or  Washington  Territory  or 
Dakota  or  Montana  to  try  him.  I  do  not  liko 
that  kind  of  administration  of  justice. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  hope  this  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Maine  was  entitled  to  the  floor,  but 
yielded  it  temporarily  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me  to  say  a  word  or  two  I  will  sit  down,  and 
then  he  can  go  on  with  his  argument. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.    Very  well. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  think  the  terms  of  the 
amendment  are  probably  more  comprehensive 
than  the  Senator  himself  imagines,  if  he  were 
to  confine  it  to  what  are  called  special  or  per* 
manent  reservations,  it  might  answer  the  pur- 
pose he  has  in  view ;  but  certainly,  unless  he 
would  review  all  the  treaties  made  with  Indian 
tribes  from  the  beginning  of  the  Government 
down  to  this  time,  he  would  find  it  very  un- 
safe to  pass  Such  a  provision  of  law  as  the  one 
he  proposes  now.  We  know  that  many  of  the 
treaties  made  with  the  Indian  tribes  are  very 
loosely  drawn;  as  for  instancei  the  one  of 


1867,  made  with  the  tribes  just  west  of  the 
Red  river,  a  country  of  immense  extent,  their 
title  to  which  was  very  questionable ;  and  yet, 
from  inattention  at  the  time,  from  a  lack  of 
care  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  in  ratifying  that 
treatv,  they  ceded  a  title  to  the  Indians  over 
that  lai|^  tract  of  coiAtry  to  which  they  were 
certainly  not  entitled;  and  as  my  colleague 
observed,  they  were  guilty  of  the  very  curious 
conduct  at  the  time  of  this  cession,  within  the 
country  thus  claimed  by  them,  of  taking  from 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  a  title 
for  what  they  call  a  permanent  reservation. 
They  have  two  of  them,  one,  as  was  stated  in 
the  debate  the  other  day,  at  Fort  Wads  worth, 
on  Lake  Traverse,  and  the  other  at  Devil's 
Lake,  further  north.  At  the  same  time  that 
the  Government  ceded  to  them  the  title  for 
that  whole  eountry,  vast  in  extent,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles  norUi  and  south,  and  one 
hundred  miles  east  and  west,  they  received 
from  the  Government  a  permanent  or  special 
reservation,  as  they  term  it. 

If  the  provisions  of  the  Senator's  amend- 
ment were  to  apply  particularly  to  these  per- 
manent reservations,  I  should  not  have  so 
mnch  objection  to  it ;  but  in  its  present  terms 
it  applies  to  this  large  tract  of  country  to 
which  the  Indians  have  a  very  questionable 
title.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  never 
would  have  assented  to  the  title  they  claimed 
in  the  terms  of  that  treaty  if  it  had  given  any 
consideration  to  the  subject. 

Now,  I  have  no  doubt  if  you  examine  your 
treaty  book,  the  thousand  treaties  you  have 
made  with  the  Indian  tribes,  all  of  which  you 
would  sanctify  by  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mame,  there  is  just  the  same  weak- 
ness in  titles ;  and  yet,  without  consideration, 
without  reflection,  yon  propose  to  make  it  a 
misdemeanor  for  a  settler  to  enter  on  these 
lands.  I  think  the  Senate  ought  to  reflect 
more  carefully  on  this  subject  before  they  put 
this  penal  provision  in  the  laws  of  the  United 
States.  Matters  of  very  much  less  import- 
ance than  this  have  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs  before  the  Senate 
would  consent  to  act  upon  them  ;  but  now, 
with  great  precipitancv  and  without  any  rtflec- 
tion  at  all,  we  are  asked  to  pass  a  provision 
which  is  entirely  novel  npon  our  statute-books. 

Why,  sir,  upon  this  tract  of  country  to  which 
I  have  referred — and  I  have  no  doubt  on  a 
careful  examination  a  hundred  just  such  cases 
of  want  of  consideration  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  in  ratifying  Indian  treaties  could  be 
found — there  are,  as  I  stated  before  to  the 
Senate,  ten  thousand  people.  The  Senator 
would  make  their  being  there  a  misdemeanor, 
and  would  have  all  the  machinery  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Government,  the  Army,  the  United 
States  marshals  and  their  assistants,  come  in  % 
and  drive  these  people  from  their  homes.  The 
Indian  title  to  that  country  is  not  worth  a 
feather*8  weight  to  any  one  who  judges  fairly 
of  it ;  and  yet  upon  your  treaty-book  there  is 
some  little  pretense  of  a  title  which  is  suffi- 
cient to  enable  the  Government  to  persecute 
these  people. 

I  beg  the  Senate  before  they  do  this,  before 
they  subject  the  ten  thousand  people  woo  have 
settled  west  of  the  Red  river  to  all  the  pen- 
alties of  die  amendment  of  the  Senator  trom 
Maine,  to  ponder  well  npon  the  subject.  They 
should  at  least  refer  it  to  a  committee  for  con- 
sideration and  reflection  and  comparison  with 
the  treaties.  These  people  were  induced  to 
go  on  there  not  simply  by  the  usual  desire  of 
the  American  people  to  extend  the  area  of  the 
Republic  and  tne  area  of  civilization,  but  they 
were  induced  to  go  on  there  becanse  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  had  twice  made 
an  appropriation,  this  very  Senate  twice  appro- 
priated money  for  surveys  within  that  region 
of  country.  The  Surveys  have  been  made. 
The  Government  has  established  a  land  office 
there.  It  has  invited  persons  to  go  in  and 
enter  the  lands.  And  yet,  under  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Maina,  these  people 
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are  gnilty  of  a  miademeanor  and  will  be  driven 
oat  by  force  and  violence ! 

Sir,  this  proposition  is  going  back  npon  all 
the  history  of  the  past.  It  would  seem  as 
though  the  Senator  from  Maine  had  suddenly 
become  ▼ei'y  jealous  of  the  erowth  and  exten- 
sion of  civilization  in  the  West.  For  nearly 
a  hundred  years  we  have  gone  on  without  any 
provision  of  this  kind.  We  have  rather  con- 
sidered the  wild  lands  of  the  West  as  a  desir- 
able heritage  for  our  people  of  the  East  to 
enter  upon  and  open  settlements  there,  ex- 
tend civilization,  and  erect  school-houses  and 
churches.  But  now,  sir,  all  the  past  history 
of  the  country  is  to  be  forgotten,  and  it  is  to 
become  a  penal  offense,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  for  the  hardy  and  adven- 
torous  pioneer  settler  to  enter  upon  this  land. 
I  hope  the  Senate  will  think  well  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  at  least  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs  before  they  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  my  honor- 
able friend  had  reflected  a  moment,  he  would 
have  seen  that  the  ten  thousand  trespassers  he 
is  so  anxious  to  protect  will  not  be  affected  by 
this  bill.  I  have  beard  these  pleas  so  often 
that  I  hope  the  time  will  come  when  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  will  not  be  considered  the 
proper  place  for  a  Senator  to  rise  in  his  seat 
and  say  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  protect  men  that  reck- 
lessly and  lawlessly  violate  their  treaty  stipu- 
lations and  trespass  upon  the  rights  of  a 
defenseless  and  perishing  race  of  men. 

The  proposition  is  prospective,  and  of  course 
has  nothing  to  do  with  whoever  may  be  upon 
the  territories  at  the  present  time.  The  penal 
effects  of  this  statute  would  not  be  visited  upon 
them :  but  it  is  a  notice  to  all  parties  hereafter 
that  tney  gain  no  rights  at  all  by  going  upon 
Indian  reservations  that  are  set  apart  by  our 
treaty  stipulations. 

As  to  any  zeal  which}!  have  on  this  subject, 
I  do  not  profess  to  be  very  zealous  about  it ; 
but  knowing  a  little  something  in  regard  to  it, 
I  think  it  is  perfectly  becoming  in  a  Senator 
when  occasion  offers  to  advert  to  the  fact  which 
is  known  to  the  Senate,  and  this  is  to  remedy 
an  evil,  a  crying  evil,  an  evil  that  afflicts  us 
more  than  almost  anything  else,  an  evil  that 
involves  us  in  constant  wars  and  is  fruitful  of 
wars  almost  more  than  anythioff  else. 

My  honorable  friend  thinks  this  proposition 
ought  to  have  been  submitted  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Indian.  Affairs.  If  he  had  observed 
the  vote  that  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay 
on  the  table  he  would  have  noticed  that  every 
man,  I  believe,  of  that  committee  voted 
asainst  that  motion,  and  they  are  not  ignorant 
01  the  provisions  ot  the  amendment.  It  was 
submitted  to  them.  They  seemed  to  under- 
stand it  BO  well  that  they  approved  its  pro- 
visions and  they  voted  in  a  body  for  it. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Why  have  they  not  reported 
it?  On  a  matter  of  so  much  importance  we 
should  have  had  a  report  from  that  commit- 
tee. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  It  is  sp  patent 
on  the  face  of  it  that  I  think  a  right-minded 
man  who  has  not  some  particular  interest  in 
the  matter  need  not  go  astray  unless  he  chooses 
to  do  so.  ^  When  a  proposition  so  simple  as 
that  no  white  man  shall  oe  allowed  to  go  upon 
lands  which  are  set  aside  by  tJ^e  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  for  the  Indians  and 
commit  trespass  upon  them  without  incurring 
a  penalty  is  presented-y-if  a  man  can  see  two 
sides  to  that  proposition,  I  am  inclined  to 
think  there  is  a  moral  squint  somewhere. 

Mr.  HILL.  Are  not  the  words  *  *  knowingly 
and  willfully''  in  the  amendment  also? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Yes,  sir; 
'^  knowinely  and  willfully.'' 

So  much,  and  only  so  much,  Mr.  President, 
as  an  apology,  if  it  is  necessary,  for  my  partici- 
pation in  this  matter. 

I  propose  to  modify  the  amendment  in  re- 
gard to  Uie  first  point  to  which  my  attention 
was  called    by  the    Senator  from   Ohio  by  [ 


striking  out  the  words  '*  by  treaty  stipulation ;" 

so  as  to  read : 

That  if  any  person  other  than  an  Indian  or  person 
incorporated  into  an  Indian  tribe  shall  knowingly 
and  willfully  squat  and  settle  npon— 

Then  I  propose  to  strike  out  the  words 
"lands  holden  by  any  Indian  or"  and  in- 
sert "any  special  or  permanent  reservation 
holden  by,"  ac. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  also 
to  strike  out  the  words  "  squat  or." 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     Why? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  think  the  word 
"squat"  should  be  incorporated  as  a  term 
applicable  to  the  settler  on  the  public  lands  in 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  I  do  not  know 
but  that  we  have  done  so;  but  if  we  have,  the 
sooner  we  get  rid  of  it  the  better. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  That  is  a  mat- 
ter of  taste,  and  I  put  it  in  because  it  has  a 
special  significance.  It  is  a  good  Saxon 
word.  It  applies  expressly  to  the  class  of  men 
who  do  these  things  with  their  eyes  open. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  word  "  settle  "  will  answer 
every  purpose,  I  apprehend. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  my  honorable  friend  for  his  sugges- 
tion, but  I  guess  the  word  "  squat "  is  a  good 
word.  I  believe  those  modifications  cover 
all  the  propositions  to  which  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Ohio  objected. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  has  modified  his  amendment 
as  stated  by  him. 

Mr.  WIN  DOM.    Let  it  be  read  as  modified. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

That  if  any  person  other  than  an  Indian  or  person 
incorporated  into  an  Indian  tribe  shall  knowinf  ly 
and  willflilly  squat  or  settle  npon  any  special  or 

Eermanent  reservation  holden  by  B,ny  Indian  tribe 
y  treaties  or  other  title  from  the  United  States,  or 
attempt  to  occupy  or  hold  any  portion  of  said  lands, 
or  to  reside  within  the  limits  of  said  lands  or  ter- 
ritory without  authority  or  license  from  the  Uni- 
ted States,  he  shall  bo  deemed  guilty  of  a  miade- 
meanor. &o, 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  adopting  the  suggestion  of  my  hon- 
orable friend  from  California.  I  suppose  the 
word  "  settle  "  is  equivalent  to  ''  squat,"  and 
perhaps  will  answer  as  well. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Then  the 
words  ^* squat  or"  will  be  stricken  out.  The 
question  is  on  the  amendment  as  modified. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  should  like  to  inauire  of  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Maine  if  ne  is  desir- 
ous by  this  proposition  of  aidins  and  assisting 
the  authorities  in  keeping  the  Indians  upon 
their  own  reservations?  If  so,  I  ask  him 
whether  it  would  not  be  well  to  make  the  pen- 
alties apply  as  well  to  Indians  of  other  tribes 
as  to  the  white  people? 

Mr.  MORRIXiL,  of  Maine.  I  have  no 
objection  to  that 

Mr.  NYE.  I  move  that  amendment*  In 
the  next  place,  we  ought  to  look  at  these  things 
precisely  as  we  have  placed  ourselves  now  by 
former  laws.  There  are  at  least  three  railroads 
right  up  against  this  Indian  territory  to  which 
the  Indians  have  given  the  right  to  go  on  and 
construct  for  three  hundred  miles.  Several 
persons  will  have  to  squat  there 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  ''Squat"  is  stricken  out  now. 

Mr.  NYE.  Well,  will  have  to  settle  on  the 
line  of  the  road  for  two  or  three  years  during 
its  construction  certainly.  I  wish  to  inquire 
of  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine  whether 
they  would  be  liable  to  the  penitentiary  for 
going  on  there  under  a  law? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Certainly  not 
There  are  two  roads  authorized  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States 

Mr.  NYE.  Then  I  submit  to  the  honorable 
Senator  it  would  be  well  to  have  some  provision 
in  the  amendment  to  guard  and  protect  them. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  ofmaine.  It  is  not  neces- 
sary at  all.  They  are  there  by  authority.  Any 
persons  who  go  there  to  build  that  railroad 
are  there  by  authority  of  the  Government  of 
the  Unitea  States  and  are  not  squatters  or 
settlers. 


Mr.  NYE.    There  are  ouite  imporUnt  ;> 
tions  in  regard  to  that,    aow  I  want  tu  en 
what  the  honorable  Senator  means  lechnici.; 
by  the  word  *'  title"  in  the  amendmem.  Wic 
title  must  they  have? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  hsTemi:f: 
it,  by  trea^  stipulation. 

Mr.  NYE.  That  is  what  1  sapposed.  Ko«. 
sir,  it  is  a  very  grave  questioni  ooe  whicli  '^. 
Supreme  Court  nave  fately  been  deciding,  l: 
far  as  the  case  permitted,  whether  these  Ii 
dians  have,  in  the  meaning  of  the  Uw,  uj 
title  to  these  reservations  at  sll  by  eii».i: 
treaties.  I  submit  before  we  pass  opoii  r.:: 
a  provision  as  this  the  Senate  should  hsre  i: 
opportunity  to  examine  the  treaty  provisioc!. 
I  have  examined  them  considerably  dte^j. 
with  others  far  abler  than  myself,  scd  *« 
we  have  not  been  able  to  ascertua  preciseif 
what  their  rights  are  as  yet  We  propose  u 
sabmit  a  bill  in  a  very  few  days,  perhaps  to- 
morrow morning,  in  regard  to  this  rery  cuci 
tion. 

Mr.  THURM AN.    I  wish  to  csll  the  lUeo 

tion  of  my  friend  who  offers  this  aneodoeo: 

(for  I  sympathize  with  his  motire)  toiheex 

istin^  state  of  the  law,  and  asic  him  to  point 

out,  if  he  can,  any  necessity  for  hii  useod 

ment,  or  any  necessity  for  inflicting  other  pes 

alties  than  the  law  now  inflicts.  Let  qi  see 

what  the  law  now  is,  and  it  is  ^nersl,  ippii- 

cable  to  every  case.    The  ezisUDg  U«  do* 

provides  that — 

"  If  any  person  other  than  an  Indiu  ihill  vit^c 
the  limits  of  any  tribe  with  whom  the  UoiudSute 
shall  have  ezistinff  treaties,  hoat,  or  trftp.  or  ui- 
and  destroy  any  peltries  or  ffame.  except  for  (owjt- 
enoe,  in  the  Indian  oonntry.  snch  persoD  ui.it<? 
felt  the  snm  of  $500.  and  forfeit  all  thdtr»ps.ps 
and  ammunition  in  bis  possessioo.  nied  or  pronrsd 
to  be  used  for  that  purpose,  and  peltriei  n  til«t 

The  next  section  provides : 

"If  any  person  shall  drive  or  otherwUi eosTr 
any  stock  of  horses,  mules,  or  cattle,  to  rmtj^ 
feed  on  any  land  belonging  to  aay  Induo  or  u^ 
tribe,  without  the  consent  of  tooh  tribe,  tm  p««>3 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  etch  wsa 
of  saoh  stock." 

The  next  section  provides: 

"The  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affain,i»|J; 
dian  agents  and  sab-agents,  sball  have  intbont;^ 
remove  from  the  Indian  oonntry  all  penoM  i«»- 
therein  contrary  to  law:  and  the  P'^J^'lLt 
United  States  is  authorised  to  direct , the  Biba-T 
force  to  be  employed  in  such  removal. 

Then  comes  a  section  almost  the  saoe  v 
that  offered  by  my  friend : 

"If  any  person  shall  make  a  gettlenent  on  «J 
lands  belonging,  seonred,  or  granted  07  tre«i7*^ 
the  United  States  to  any  Indian  tnbe,  or  <mi  Jt 
vey  or  shall  attempt  to  surre/  such  iMtf.  o"^. 
ignate  any  of  the  boundaries  by  mirkiDt  tn^"^ 
otherwise,  such  offender  shaJIforfeitaad  par t&(i» 

of  $1,000.    And  it  shall,  moreover,  be  I wrfal^f? 
President  of  the  United  States  to  Uke  mha^ 
ures,  and  to  employ  suob  niilitanr  force.  ««»«■*[ 
Jndge  necessary  to  remove  from  the  ISDai »  "m 
said  any  such  person  as  aforesaid. 

Then  it  is  provided  that— 

"  No  pnrohase,  grant,  lease,  or  other  eoarijij 
of  lands,  or  of  any  title  or  claim  thereto,  froffi"; 
"    ■  ition  or  tribe  of  Indiane.  «h»ll  ^^[^ 

,-..^..w,  .n  law  or  CQttity.  nnless  the  m»«^°J; 
by  treaty  or  convention  entered  into  P»2?Jy5 


jjiatan  naiion  or  inoe  01  inai»u».  •»•"  v._ j, 
validity  in  law  or  cqaity.  nnless  the  m»«^°J; 
by  treaty  or  convention  entered  into  P";|rr.^ 
the  Constitution.  And  if  any  persoa. aot «P»^ 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  SutC; .«« 
attem 
direct 


Et  to  negotiate  such  treaty  or  m"^Sb 
r  or  indirecUy  to  treat  with  aay  »« ;'^, 
or  tribe  of  Indians*  for  the  tiUe  or  pnrow"  "  Jj; 
lands  by  them  hel'd  or  claimed,  wchj«j«  A^ 
forfeit  and  pay  $1,000:  Providel  •^••^flf  if 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  agent  or  «f«;l' ,%it^ 
State,  who  may  be  present  at  any  ^^^^fn;^ 
the  Indians  under  the  anthori^  of  ^\J;1^ 
States,  in  the  presence  and  with  the  sppro»»o^-.,d 
the  commissioner  or  commissioners  f»"',^tii 
SUtes  appointed  to  hold  the  same,  to  proi^!^ 
and  adjust  with  the  Indians,  the oompeDfatioD^ 
made  for  their  claim  to  lands  within, w«  ^ 
which  shall  be  extinguished  by  treaty. 
Then  the  next  section  prondes : 

"If  any  citisen  or  other  pew>» '^iWJjfti 
the  United  States  or  the  Urrttory  thereof,  sjtjj^j^ 
any  Ulk.  speech,  message,  or  letter  to  "J^  .j^-r? 
nation,  tribe,  chief,  or  indiTidnsl.  F'^^f^L?  at»e 
produce  a  contravention  or  infraction  01  w  j. 
or  other  law  of  the  United  States,  or  ttdtfw^^ 
peace  and  tranquillity  of  theUDiiedSt*t». 
forfeit  and  pay  the  snm  of  12,000/ 

The  Senate  will  see  from  this  hpw  hr^ 
the  provisions  of  the  law.    Herew  anexpr^ 
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provision  punishing  by  a  fine  of  $1^000  any- 
Dody  who  makes  a  settlement  within  an  Indian 
reservation,  or  upon  any  lands  that  are  in  any 
way  secured  to  or  belong  to  the  Indians — pre- 
cisely the  subject* matter  of  the  amendment 
now  offered.  But  this  statute  goes  still  fur- 
ther, and  makes  it  a  penal  offense  to  hunt,  trap, 
fish,  or  kill  game  in  any  way  whatsoever  upon 
an  Indian  reservation  or  upon  any  lands  oe- 
longing  to  Indians.  It  does  seem  to  me, 
therefore,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  this 
amendment  offered  by  my  friend.  The  whole 
subject  is  already  covered.  It  is  a  very  bad 
thing  to  be  multiplyiDg  laws  upon  precisely  the 
same  subject,  x  ou  have  the  danger  of  saying 
that  you  have  repealed  by  implication  the  pre- 
vious law.  Who  is  prepared  to  say  now  tnat, 
if  we  adopt  this  provision  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine,  we  have  not  repealed  by  implication 
these  very  statutes  ? 

Mr.  MOBRILL,  of  Maine.  What  is  the 
remedy  ? 

Mr.  THUBMA.N.    By  indictment  in  court. 

Mr.  MOKRILL,  of  Maine.     What  court? 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  The  court  having  juris- 
diction. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  What  court  is 
that? 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  I  have  not  referred  to 
that  yet ;  but  I  haye  the  section  of  the  law  oh 
that  point  now  before  me,  and  it  reads  : 

*'  So  muob  of  the  laws  of  the  UDited  States  as  pro- 
vides for  the  pumshment  of  orimes  oommitted  within 
anj  plttce  within  the  sole  and  exclusive  jurisdiction 
of  toe  United  States,  shall  be  in  force  in  the  Indian 
oountry:  Provided,  The  same  shall  not  extend  to 
orimes  committed  by  one  Indian  acainst  the  person 
or  property  of  another  Indian." 

That  is  the  provision  of  law  which  would 
ezteod  this  amendment  over  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, if  it  became  a  part  of  the  law. 

Then  comes  the  next  section : 

**  If  any  person  who  shall  be  charged  with  a  viola- 
tion of  any  of  the  provisions  or  regulations  of  this 
aet.  shall  be  fonod  within  any  of  the  United  States, 
or  either  of  the  Territories,  such  offenders  may  be 
there  apprehended,  and  transported  to  the  Territory 
or  judicial  district  having  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 

Here,  then,  is  the  whole  subject  already 
covered  by  the  law.  You  are  in  danger  of 
repealing  that  by  implication,  if  yon  begin  to 
tamper  with  it  now. 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine. '  It  seems  to  me 
that  there  ia  an  obvious  distinction,  and  a  dis- 
tinction which  I  think  the  condition  of  affairs 
renders  important.  This  is  the  fact,  notwith- 
standing that  statute  and  notwithstanding  the 
^neral  intercourse  law :  the  course  of  settle- 
ment, so  to  speak,  goes  steadily  forward,  and 
there  is  no  practical  remedy  but  an  appeal 
to  the  military.  Suppose  yon  call  oppn  the 
military  to  put  these  people  out.  That  is 
impracticable.  The  military  are  at  a  distance, 
and  the  military  are  not  in  the  habit  of  taking 
aides  on  the  frontier  against  the  white  people. 
They  are  put  there  to  protect  the  white  people 
agai  ost  the  Indians.  Therefore  that  remedy  is 
inefficient  and  impracticable,  and  it  has  been 
found  so  in  experience.  They  only  go  in  the 
most  extraordinary  cases.  To  illustrate  it, 
take  the  case  that  1  have  just  referred  to :  the 
squatters  followed  the  Indians  down  into  the 
ludiaD  country  last  year ;  the  President  was 
advised  that  some  four  or  five  hundred  settlers 
had  gone  down  into  the  Indian  country ;  the 
War  Department  attempted  to  drive  those 
people  out  by  an  order  which  it  sent  to  the 
commander  of  the  military  department,  and 
he  thought  it  was  too  late  in  the  season.  These 
men  have  been  going  on  ever  since.  Becentlv 
that  order  has  been  renewed ;  and  now,  with 
a  thousand  people  upon  that  country,  the 
military  are  understood  to  be  there,  and  are 
driving  them  out,  to  be  sure. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Will  mv  friend  allow  me  to 
ask  him  what  specific  thing  he  proposes  to 
accomplish,  or  supposes  he  does  accomplish 
by  his  amendment  that  is  not  accomplished 
by  the  intercourse  law  just  read? 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine.  It  is  precisely 
this :  it  gives  notice  to  all  these  people  that  if 


they  go  on  that  territory  with  the  ez)>ectation 
of  getting  title  they  will  be  defeated  in  it,  for 
the  reason  that  it  disqualifies  any  man  from 
holding,  it  renders  him  mcompetent  to  receive 
a  title  in  that  country  forever  thereafter. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Allow  me  to  ask  my  friend  if 
he  is  quite  certain  that  it  does  that?  Sup- 
pose the  amendment  should  be  incorporated 
into  the  statute,  and  in  violation  of  its  pro- 
visions he  or  I  or  anybody  else  should  invade 
some  Indian  reservation,  and  should  be  driven 
off;  thereafter  suppose  the  Indian  title  should 
be  extinguished  and  the  land  subdivided  and 
sold,  and  he  or  I,  whichever  might  happen 
to  be  the  derelict  one,  should  become  the 
purchaser;  having  entered  the  land  at  the 
land  office  and  paid  our  money  for  it,  how  is 
our  title  going  to  be  defeated? 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine.  That  is  not 
what  I  contemplate.  It  is  simply  saying  to 
him,  if  he  p^oes  on  that  territory  in  violation 
of  treaty  stipulations,  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  not  sell  the  land  to  him. 
I  think  it  advertises  him  to  that  effect.  To 
that  extent  I  think  it  will  be  very  effective. 
It  will  give  notice  to  these  people  that  these 
reservations  are  to  be  sacred  and  are  not  to 
be  invaded  in  that  way. 

Then  (practically  one  st^  more)  it  pro- 
vides that  the  people  who  do  that  shall  be 
subject  to  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  it  points 
out  the  method  by  which  the  fine  shall  be 
collected,  and  it  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
superintendents  to  give  information  of  that 
fyyct  to  the  district  attorneys  and  to  see  that 
the  law  is  enforced.  It  renders  the  thing 
practical  and  does  not  turn  you  over  to  the 
intervention  of  the  military. 

Mr.  STEWABT.  I  should  like  to  make  an 
inquiry  for  information.  Does  the  Senator 
from  Maine  know  where  the  jurisdiction  would 
be  and  where  the  trials  would  take  place,  and 
how  far  it  would  be  to  the  place  of  trial  if  this 
provision  were  carried  out?  Take  the  case 
of  New  Mexico ;  where  would  a  party  be  tried? 
I  am  not  familiar  with  the  law  referred  to, 
whether  there  is  jurisdiction  given  to  the  ter- 
ritorial courts,  or  whether  Uie  party  would 
have  to  be  taken  to  some  State. 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine.  Taken,  of 
course,  to  the  judicial  district  in  which  the 
Territory  was. 

Mr.  STEWABT.  Your  Territories  are  not 
in  the  judicial  districts.  The  Territories  are 
organized  with  territorial  courts.  Where  does 
the  intercourse  law  lodge  the  jurisdiction  to 
try  these  offenses? 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine.  All  of  the  Ter- 
ritories are  attached  to  some  judicial  district, 
I  take  it. 

Mr.  STEWABT.  No,  none  of  them  are 
attached  to  anv  judicial  district.  They  are 
organized  into  Territories,  and  each  has  a  sep- 
arate judicial  system  as  a  Territory.  I  wish 
to  know  whether  the  intercourse  act  confers 
on  the  territorial  local  courts  jurisdiction  to 
try  violations  of  it  in  the  Territories.  I  do 
not  recollect  about  it  myself.  If  it  does,  it 
relieves  some  of  the  difficulty.  If  it  does  not, 
parties  would  have  to  go  a  long  distance  for 
trial. 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine.  This  amend- 
ment provides  that  they  shall  be  tried  in  the 
judicial  district  to  which  the  Territory  belongs. 

Mr.  STE  W  ABT.  It  does  not  belong  to  any. 
The  Territories  are  not  parts  of  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States.  My  friend  from 
Maine  has  not  lived  in  a  Territory  as  long  as  I 
have.  I  have  lived  in  a  Territory,  and  know 
something  about  it,  and  I  have  seen  something 
of  Indians.  My  judgment  may  not  be  good 
on  that  subject,  but  it  is  on  the  statutes.  The 
Supreme  Court  has  decided  that  the  courts  of 
the  Territories  are  not  any  part  of  the  courts 
of  the  United  States  as  such.  They  are  not 
courts  of  the  United  States  under  the  Consti- 
tution. They  are  organized  under  the  aathority 
given  in  the  Constitution  to  dispose  of  the 
territory  and  other  property  of  the  United 


States.  They  do  not  belong  to  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States  at  all.  Under  the 
power  granted  to  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  control  and  manage  the  Terri- 
tories, Congress  gives  to  each  Territory  a  gov- 
ernment of  its  own  and  a  judiciary  of  its  own, 
and  the  judres  of  the  territorial  courts  are 
removed  at  pleasure.  A  judge  of  a  district  or 
circuit  court  of  the  United  States  cannot  be 
removed  except  by  impeachment. 

The  territorial  courts  are  mere  temporary 
affairs,  and  the  judges  and  officers  are  remov- 
able like  other  civu  officers.  They  are  pro- 
vided for  under  a  different  clause  of  the  Uon- 
stitution  from  the  judicial  power.  Congress 
may  confer  jurisdiction  on  territorial  courts 
of  any  kind  it  sees  proper.  My  question  only 
was  whether  the  intercourse  act  nas  been  so 
drawn  that  the  local  courts  would  have  juris- 
diction. It  would  be  a  great  hardship  to  take 
it  away  from  the  local  courts;  I  would  like 
to  have  the  clause  of  this  amendment  relative 
to  that  matter  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  superintendents 
and  asents  of  Indian  tribes  in  the  several  distriots 
to  give  information  of  the  same  to  the  district  attor- 
ney of  the  United  States  in  the  appropriate  distriot, 
and  to  endeavor  to  procure  the  arrest  of  and  bring 
to  speedy  trial  all  persons  violating  the  provisioBi 
of  this  section. 

Mr.  STEWABT.  That  would  imply,  as  it 
stands,  that  the  accused  would  have  to  be 
reported  to  the  district  attorney  of  the  United 
States,  and  there  is  no  district  attorney  of  the 
United  States  in.  the  Territories.  He  is  dis- 
trict attorney  of  the  Territory,  not  of  the  United 
States.  '*  In  the  appropriate  district.''  There 
are  no  United  States  judicial  districts  in  the 
Territories.  So,  if  any  force  is  to  be  given  to 
that,  the  persons  accused  would  have  to  be 
taken  to  the  States,.and  you  would  have  to 
take  them,  in  some  cases,  thousands  of  miles. 

This  shows  the  difficulty  of  amending  crim- 
inal law  on  an  appropriation  bill.  We  have 
a  criminal  code  now,  undoubtedly  prepared 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  alter  great 
labor.  This  amendment  ou^ht  to  go  to  the 
Judiciary  Committee,  and  if  it  is  necessary  to 
have  further  legislation  it  ousbt  to  betarefully 
prepared,  and  yon  ought  to  define  what  courts 
are  to  have  jurisdiction,  so  that  we  shall  know 
the  law  at  least.  I  do  not  believe  it  is  pos- 
sible on  an  appropriation  bill  to  fix  up  a  crim- 
inal code  or  to  amend  a  criminal  code  that  was 
considered  originally  by  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee with  all  the  laws  before  them.  This 
amendment  ought  to  go  to  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

Mr.  BAMSEY.  I  suggest  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Maine  that  he  amend  his  amend- 
ment in  one  particular,  so  as  to  read :  that  if 
any  person  other  than  an  Indian,  or  person 
incorporated  into  an  Indian  tribe,  shall  here- 
after Knowingly  do  so  and  so. 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine.  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  that.  That  is  (he  law  of  course  as 
it  stands. 

Mr.  BAMSEY.  The  absence  of  that  one 
word  "hereafter"  may  annoy  a  large  popula- 
tion on  the  frontier. 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine.  Very  well,  I 
accept  the  modification. 

Mr.  BAMSEY.  The  provision  is  that  if 
any  person  other  than  an  Indian  or  person 
incorporated  with  an  Indian  tribe  shall  Know- 
ingly do  so  and  so.  Suppose  a  mixed  blood 
or  a  white  man  marries  an  Indian  woman, 
would  the  Senator  prevent  him  or  her  from 
going  into  the  Indian  country  and  participating 
in  all  the  benefits  of  the  tribe  ?  That  is  not 
uncommon. 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine.  That  would  seem 
to  be  provided  for  by  excepting  persons  in- 
corporated into  the  tribe. 

Mr.  BAMSEY.  There  is  no  provision  for  it. 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine.  It  says  <*any 
person  other  than  an  Indian  or  person  incor- 
porated into  the  Indian  tribe." 

Mr.  BAMSEY.    By  what  piooees  do  yon 
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incorporate  them?     There  is  no  particalar 
legal  process  pointed  oat. 

Mr.  MORHILL,  of  Maine.  I  leave  the 
honorable  Senator  to  infer  it. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  assure  the  Senator  there 
18  a  great  deal  of  that  thing.  We  onght  to  pro- 
vide for  it.  White  men  and  mixed  bloods  inter- 
marry with  Indian  women.  After  they  do  that, 
they  bad  better  be  incorporated  with  the  tribe 
and  entitled  to  all  the  rights  of  the  rest  of  the 
tribe. 

Mr.  THUEMAN.  The  vote  was  taken  on 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  before,  without 
this  amendment  having  been  discussed.  I  think 
the  Senate  most  now  see  that  if  any  further 
legislation  in  this  direction  is  necessary  some 
care  and  reference  to  previous  laws  is  neces- 
sary in  order  that  it  may  be  properly  drawn. 
I  tuink  this  had  better  he  laid  on  the  table. 
There  having  been  debate  since  that  question 
was  taken,  I  move  now  to  lay  the  amendment 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLE.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
correct  him? 

Mr.  TUURMAN.  If  lam  in  error,  certainly. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  was  afler  very  considerable 
debate,  and  the  vote  was  26  against  laying  on 
the  table  to  15  for  it.  I  think  it  is  of  no  use 
to  make  the  motion  again. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Lotus  try  anyhow.  I 
move  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  is  a  fruitful  subject  of  dis- 
cussion, and  will  last,  I  think,  three  or  four 
dajjrs  yet  for  this  debating  institution. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
IS  not  debatable.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
moves  that  the  amendment  lie  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  there  being  on 
a  division-^-ayes  20,  noes  18. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Daring  the  discussion  which 
has  just  taken  place  on  the  amendment  moved 
by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Maine  my  at< 
tention  has  been  called  to  a  previous  amend- 
ment which  I  understand  the  Senate  has  agreed 
to,  which  seems  to  me  very  objectionable.  I 
was  not  in  the  Senate  when  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to.  It  was  one  moved,  I  under- 
stand, by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  [Mr. 
STBVBKdOir.]  The  amendment  proposes  to 
vacate  two  reservations  in  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, comprising  veiy  considerable  tracts, 
one  of  them  containing  one  hundred  and 
twenty  square  miles,  and  one  one  hundred  and 
fortyfour  square  miles,  and  to  offer  those  two 
reservations  for  sale  in  gross. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  In  severalty  or  in  (^ross? 

Mr.  HOWE.  Bat  there  is  no  provision  in 
the  amendment  requiring  the  tracts  to  be  sold 
in  subdivisions.  I'here  is  no  provision  in  the 
section  by  which  they  could  be  sold  in  sub- 
divided tracts.  There  is  no  provision  for  the 
survey  or  the  subdivision  of  these  reserva* 
tions. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Have  they  not  been  sur- 
veyed ? 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  appose  they  have  not.  I 
suppose  they  could  not  have  been  surveyed. 

Mr.  HARLAN.    I  think  they  have  been. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  On  what  authority 
does  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  say  there  baa 
been  no  survey  ? 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  take  it  for  nranted  the  lands 
could  not  have  been  surveyea  while  occupied 
by  Indians. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  The  Senator  ought  not 
to  take  it  for  granted,  unless  he  knows  the 
fact.  He  has  stated  as  a  fact  that  there  was 
no  survey.  Now,  this  amendment  was  pre- 
pared by  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Indian 
Affairs  was  here  during  the  whole  debate  when 
the  Senator  was  out,  and  he  desires  this 
amendment,  and  he  says  the  land  6an  be  sold 
in  severalty.    I  know  nothing  about  it  myself. 

Mr.  HOWE.  There  is  nothing  in  the  Con- 
sUtntion  that  prohibits  me  from  taking  anything 
for  granted  that  i  choose  to  take.  I  did  take 
it  lor  granted  that  these  reservationB   bad 


not  been  surveyed.  I  should  be  very  much 
astonished  to  find  that  in  fact  they  have  been 
surveyed.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  tells 
me  he  knows  they  have  been 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  do  not.  I  know 
nothing  about  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Then  I  will  not  ask  the  Sen- 
ator how  he  knows  they  have,  or  why  he  should 
take  it  for  granted  that  they  have  been  sui^ 
veved 

Mr.'  STEVENSON.  I  can  tell  the  Senator 
why  I  take  it  for  granted  that  they  have  been 
surveyed.  I  gave  him  my  authority — the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior.  I  have  their  reports  before 
me  pressing  this  measure  upon  the  action  of 
the  Senate  as  demanded  by  the  highest  public 
interests.  These  are  two  higb  officials  of  the 
same  political  party  with  the  Senator,  men  of 
high  character,  who  tell  me  that  this  can  be 
done.  I  therefore  supposed  that  all  the  requi- 
sites to  it  had  been  complied  with. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  allow  me  a  word?  I  will  state  that 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  does  say 
that  these  lands  have  been  surveyed. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Now  I  hope  that  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  is  satisfied. 

Mr.  HOWE.  •No ;  I  am  not  satisfied  at  all. 
I  am  bound  to  be  satisfied,  I  suppose,  upon 
that  point,  that  the  lands  have  been  surveyed ; 
and  yet  it  would  not  surprise  me  very  much  to 
find  that  I  had  been  satisfied  upon  too  slight 
testimony,  because  I  am  inclined  to  think  the 
Commissioner  was  mistaken  about  it.  But 
what  I  object  to  is  putting  the  authority  into 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or 
the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  or  any- 
body else,  to  sell  large  bodies  of  land  in  gross. 
That  is  the  obiection. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Let  me  tell  the  Sen- 
ator that  it  has  to  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  President  of  the  United 
States  happens  to  be  a  mortal ;  but  if  he  were 
an  angel  I  should  sUU  object.  It  is  wrong  in 
itself,  and  it  is  just  as  well  for  you  to  make 
your  law  vhat  it  ought  to  be  now  as  to  trust 
to  its  being  made  right  by  somebody  else.  It  is 
either  right  to  sell  these  lands  in  a  body,  or 
it  is  wrong  so  to  sell  them.  If  it  is  wrong,  no 
individual  acting  in  the  administration  of  this 
law  hereafter  can  make  it  right.  We  know 
whether  it  is  right  or  wrong.  If  it  is  right  to 
sell  them  so,  it  is  in  condemnation  of  all  your 
previous  legislation  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  May  I  ask  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  a  question  7 

Mr.  HOWE.     Certoinly. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  hope  the  Senator 
understands  me.  I  have  no  preference 
whether  the  land  shall  be  sold  in  severalty  or 
in  gross.  I  suppose  either  may  be  done  under 
this  amendment.  But  let  me  ask  the  Senator, 
suppose  it  could  be  sold  for  more  in  gross  than 
it  could  in  severalty,  ought  not  the  power  to 
sell  it  in  gross,  and  to  get  the  largest  sum  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  be  retained  in  the 
amendment? 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  hare  two  answers  to  make 
to  that.  In  the  hrst  place  I  morally  know 
that  it  cannot  be  sold  for  more  in  solido  than 
it  can  in  subdivisions.  But  that  question 
never  could  be  settled  because,  suppose  it  to 
be  already  surveyed  and  subaivided,  there 
will  be  a  great  many  thousand  qaarter  sections 
of  land  there ;  you  do  not  expect  that  you  are 
going  to  get  bids  for  each  of  those  quarter  sec- 
tions all  at  the  same  Ume.  You  will  get  a  bid, 
one,  perhaps  two,  possibly  three ;  but  yon  are 
not  likely  to  get  more  than  one  bid  for  the 
whole  tract,  if  the  Secretary  of  t^e  Interior 
sees  fit  to  say  that  that  is  more  than  he  can 
get  for  the  lands  by  selling  them  in  subdivis- 
ions, who  is  ever  going  to  contradict  him? 
The  lands  will  be  sold  and  it  will  never  be  de- 
termined how  much  he  could  have  got  hj 
selling  them  in  quarter  sections.  He  never 
can  be  eorrected  on  that  point    Bat  yomr 


: . 

whole  experience  shows  that  the  bestvaji' 
dispose  of  yonr  lands  is  to  sabdivide  Uiemaic 
offer  them  first  at  public  auction  to  thehi^« 
bidder  in  quarter  sections,  and  if  they  are  nr> 
sold  then  above  the  minimum  price,  $1  ^  ts  I 
acre,  thereafter  allow  them  to  be  sobject  u 
private  entry  at  $1  25. 

Mr.  COLE.  This  matter  was  digpoted  of 
some  time  ago  after  very  considenbfe  ddite 
and  full  deliberation,  and  the  ameDdmeot  wv 
adopted.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  oot  bow 
discuss  it  so  long  ader  it  has  been  diiposed  ol 

Mr.  HO  WE.  I  have  not  yet  msde  amotios ; 
but  I  propose  to  move  to  reconsider  tb&t  rote. 
I  am  entirely  agreed  with  the  main  pupoie 
which  I  understand  the  Senator  aims  it  b;;b 
amendment.  I  am  agreed  to  make  proTuioe 
for  the  removal  and  consolidation  of  these 
two  bands.  If  he  will  consent  to  the  reeos- 
sideration  of  that  vote,  and  allow  the  lectkn 
to  be  amended,  as  it  may  very  readiljb? 
amended,  so  as  to  provide  forseliiogthelttdi 
as  other  public  lands  are  sold  in  sobdiTisioBE,  I 
am  entirely  agreed  to  the  amendment  I  tk 
the  Senator  what  possible  objection  (here 
can  be  to  that? 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  can  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  that  this  matter  vufallj  con 
sidered  in  the  Committee  on  Indiin  IJEain. 
It  was  thought  the  settlers  might  combiBe 
together  to  buy  these  lands  for  len  than  ther 
would  bring  in  a  body.  There  Ixn  beet 
instances  of  that  kind,  and  this  was  amp); 
intended  as  a  check  against  the  sale  of  theie 
lands  at  too  low  a  rate.  If  a  man  eooldcose 
in  and  say  '^  I  will  give  so  raaeh  for  this eotin 
body  of  the  land,"  it  woold  induce  the  setden 
to  offer  a  fair  price  for  the  lands,  and  it  t« 
simply  to  prevent  the  lands  being  sold  st  too 
low  a  price.     That  was  the  chief  renaon. 

Mr.  HO  WE.  Let  me  say  to  my  friend  ffoa 
Oregon  that  he  is  undoubtedly  wise  in  pui 
ing  against  combinations  between  thoanojii 
of  poor  men  who  seek  to  purchase  homestewi 
Is  he  qaite  wise  in  not  tiering  to  guard  igtiBSl 
combinations  among  a  few  great  capitiMti 
where  men  can  bid  for  leservatiooB  cootuBuil 
hundreds  of  square  miles?  , 

Mr.  CORBETT.  1  jodge  that  the  fleW« 
can  afford  to  give  as  much  for  lands  th«y  »« 
settled  upon  and  improved  as  caprtohsu  « 
afford  to  give  for  them  in  a  large  Mj.  J »« 
not  wise  on  this  matter,  but  I  desire  to  bef«i« 
in  protecting  the  Indians  if  we  canag>iD««« 
impositions  that  have  been  prtcUced  on  thea 

heretofore.  .,  . 

Mr.  HOWE.  We  have  tried  repeatedi/« 
the  history  of  this  Government  both  »ii^ 
modes  of  disposing  of  the  public  doniaiiJ.wj 
idl  our  experience  proves  that  the  ^."^^.JrJ 


is  that  which  all  your  laws  for  the  dispofloj 
of  the  public  domain  already  P^o^j^vf^ 
divide  your  lands  into  small  lots,  ofiff  jw* 
then  to  the  highest  bidder  in  those  wMj^ 
ions  at  not  less  than  the  mlniinntn  pn» 
$1  26  an  acre,  and  if  none  of  them  ire  m 
purchased  make  them  suhjectto  pnfite  m 
at  that  price.  ,,    ,,  ,  iW 

Mr.  CORBETT.  This  provides  that  a^ 
shall  not  be  sold  for  less  than  the  m^^ 
value.  ,     L ,  tiiff 

Mr.   HOWE.    Yes,  it  pK>^i<J«,r^.w 
shall  not  be  named  at  a  price  less  thwj" 
the  three  agents  named  may  appwf  "J 
What  they  will  appraise  a  body  of  Iwfl  ^^ 
taining  one  hundred  and  twenty  square » 
at,  we  do  not  know  j  bnt  we  co  *°o^ 
lands  are  worth  for  settlement;  ^•^'f^Bet 
settled  by  a  long  course  of  history,  ^o^ 
hear  the  response  of  the  Senator  m  ^^ 
tneky.    I  do  not  know  whether  he  wui  ^^ 
the  amendment  that  I  desire  to  mtw-    .r 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  So  far  «  I »« ' 
vidaally  concerned,  I  shotiM  h»*«  no 'j^ 
tion  whatever  to  a  reconsideratJon;.  0,  ^ 
instracted  by  the  CommHtceon  m^  ^^^. 
to  report  the  amendment  in  i^J^^Zlndiaei^ 
I  wilfsay  to  the  Senator  that  this  «^o^ 
11  was  prepared  first  by  the  Cowo"**' 
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Indian  Affairs,  in  whom,  I  think,  we  all  have 
great  confidence.  I  take  it  for  granted  that 
bis  experience  and  his  examination  made  the 
amendment  practical  for  two  ends :  first,  prac- 
tical in  carrying  out  what  he  believed  an  essen- 
tial benefit  to  the  Indians;  and  secondly,  in 
bringing  to  them  the  largest  possible  amount 
of  money  for  which  their  lands  could  be 
sold.  The  amendment  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  fully  consid- 
ered by  them,  as  has  been  stated  by  the 
Senator  from  Oregon,  and  fully  approved  by 
them,  and  I  was  directed  to  report  tne  Amend- 
ment thus  agreed  on  to  the  Senate.  One  or 
two  iuformalmodifications  have  been  agreed 
on  to-day. 

I  have  no  personal  wish  to  prevent  the  views 
of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  being  carried 
oat.  I  had  supposed  these  lands  could  be 
sold  in  severally  or  together.  I  think  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs  told  me  that  he 
thought  perhaps  these  lands  were  worth  three 
dollars  an  acre  and  had  been  valued  at  that. 
I  am  not  sure,  but  that  is  my  impression.  I 
suppose  we  may  iotrust  at  least  the  discretion 
to  him.  I  should  be  perfectly  willing  to  do  so 
from  my  appreciation  and  knowledge  of  him ; 
and  especially  as  his  action  is  to  be  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  I  would  let 
the  Commissioner  make  the  sale  as  therein 
indicated. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Senator  from  Wi^onsin  one  question, 
and  that  is  whether  his  difficulty  arises  from 
the  Uct  that  these  lands  have  not  been  sur- 
veyed into  subdivisions? 

Mr.  HOWE.  That  was  one  of  my  objec- 
tions ;  but  I  Am  obliged  to  abandon  that  upon 
the  information  furnished  by  the  Senator  from 
South  Carolina.  He  says  the  Commissioner 
tells  him  that  they  have  been  surveyed.  I  did 
not  suppose  it  could  be  done  while  they  were 
occupied  by  Indians. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Assuming  that 
the  lands  have  been  surveyed,  is  there  any 
practical  difficulty  in  the  way? 

Mr.  HOWE.  There  is  no  practical  diffi- 
culty in  the  way  of  their  bein^  sold  in  sub 
divisions ;  but  it  is  almost  certain  to  my  mind 
that  they  will  not  be  sold  so,  but  will  be  sold 
in  a  body,  since  the  law.  expressly  authorizes 
that  mode  of  sale  if  it  shall  be  deemed 
most  expedient.  I  wish  to  provide  that  they 
shall  be  sold  in  subdivisions.  Let  me  say  to 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  that  we  have  just 
had  a  little  chapter  of  experience  on  that  sub- 
ject. One  reservation,  occupying,  less  than 
two  townships  of  land,  possessed  by  the  Stock- 
bridge  Indians,  has  been  sold  under  an  act  of 
Congress  which  commanded  the  survey  and 
subdivision  of  the  tract,  the  appraisal  of  each 
tract,  and  then  the  sale  at  public  auction,  but 
at  not  less  than  the  appraised  value.  I  am 
told  (but  I  have  not  seen  the  reports  of  the 
sale)  that  every  single  tract  sold  for  more  than 
the  appraised  value,  and  yielded  a  much  larger 
sum  to  the  Indians  than  anybody  anticipated 
the  tract  would  command. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  would  suggest  that  by 
unanimous  consent  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
have  leave  to  offer  his  amendment  without  the 
formality  of  a  reconsideration. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  is  right,  and  it 
ought  to  be  done. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection,  and  Uie  suggestion  is 
agreed  to  by  unanim'ous  consent.  The  amend- 
ment adopted  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Stevenson]  is  regarded 
as  open  to  amendmenL 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
vision which  authorizes  the  sale  of  the  land  in 
body.  In  lines  fourteen  %nd  fifteen  of  the 
second  section  of  the  am^44Peot,  I  move  to 
strike  out  '^and  also  for  the  entire  body 
offered  j ''  and  in  the  sixteenth  line,  the  words 
*^  the  proposal  for  the  entire  tract,  or;'*  and 
in  the  seventeenth  line  the  words,  **as  shall 
be  deemed  besf 
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Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  looked  over  this 
amendment  while  the  Senator  from  Wivconsin 
has  been  discussing  it.  I  think  it  is  clear  that 
it  ought  to  be  modified.  There  ought  to  be 
an  amendment  striking  out  from  line  fourteen 
to  line  seventeen  of  tne  second  section,  and 
also  from  line  twenty-one  to  line  twenty-four, 
and  then  to  make  it  harmonize  provision 
should  be  made  for  public  sale  after  adver- 
tisement, and  these  words  should  be  inserted 
in  lieu  of  those  stricken  out: 

It  may  be  sold  in  tracts  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred and  siztv  acres  to  one  person  at  not  less  than 
the  appraised  value. 

It  may  not  all  be  sold  at  public  sale.  I 
offer  the  amendment  which  I  send  up. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  amendment  is  to 
strike  out  the  following  words  in  lines  four- 
teen, fifteen,  sixteen,  and  seventeen  of  the 
second  section  of  the  amendment  adopted  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

And  also  for  the  entire  body  offered :  and  he  shall 
be,  and  hereby  is,  aathorised  to  accept  the  pro- 
posal for  the  entire  tract  or  the  highest  bids  for 
separate  tracts,  as  shall  be  deemed  best. 

And  in  lien  thereof  to  insert : 

And  if  not  sold  at  public  sale  it  may  be  sold  in 
tracts  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to 
one  person  at  not  less  than  the  appraised  value. 

Mr.  HOWE.  And  afler  that  it  shall  be 
subject  to  private  entry. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  it  may  be  sold  by 
the  proper  officer ;  and  the  whole  effect  of  it 
is  that  if  the  bids  offered  do  not  cover  the 
whole  ground  in  severalty  in  small  tracts  at 
the  appraised  value,  then  it  may  be  sold  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  at  the  appraised  value 
to  any  person  who  chooses  to  pay  the  regular 
appraised  price.  If  the  amendment  I  have 
proposed  be  adopted,  if  the  land  remains 
unsold  at  public  sale,  it  will  be  subject  then  to 
sale  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  at  the 
appraised  value. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  accept  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  think  we  ought  to  have 
more  time  to  consider  this  matter.  I  move 
that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  HILL.  Will  the  Senator  from  New 
York  withdraw  his  motion  ? 

Mr.  FENTON.  For  a  motion.  Senators  say 
we  can  have  a  vote  within  a  few  minutes ;  and 
if  so,  I  withdraw  it  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  ask  a  favor  of  the  Senate  to 
allow  me  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  removal 
of  the  political  disabilities  of  an  obscure  man 
who  has  been  elected  the  ordinary  of  the  county 
of  Tabot,  in  the  State  of  Georgia. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  must  object. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  California  objects. 

Mr.  HILL.  It  is  only  for  the  public  service. 
I  do  not  know  the  man. 

Mr.  COLE.  Can  it  not  wait  until  to-mor- 
row morning? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Objection 
is  made. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  want  to  have  this  bill  con- 
sidered this  evening.  I  will  state  to  the  Sen- 
ate that  I  have  perrormed  the  duty  I  promised, 
that  is,  to  see  whether  it  would  be  objected  to 
or  not.     I  have  achieved  my  purpose. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  California  objects*  The  question  is  on 
the  amendment  onered  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  to  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  is  necessary  also  to 
strike  out  another  clause  in  the  same  propo* 
sition.  I  move  to  strike  out,  commencing  in 
line  twenty-one,  the  following  words  : 

Or  for  the  entire  tract,  which  shall  be  less  than 
the  acsregate  appraised  value  of  the  same,  and  of 
all  the  improvements,  if  any,  thereon. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  have  an  amendment  to 
offer  at  the  close  of  line  fourteen  hundred  and 
fourteen,  which  has  the  approval,  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs ;  and 


I  also  offer  it  after  consultation  with  the  Com- 
missioner of  Indian  Affairs,  and  I  suppose 
there  will  be  no  objection  to  it.  The  line  to 
which  I  offer  the  amendment  appropriates 
$500,000,  about  which  we  talked  yesterday 
and  the  day  before,  for  the  Teton  Sioux. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment,  as 
follows : 

But  this  appropriation  shall  be  expended  for  the 
benefit  of  such  portions  of  said  bands  only,  and  for 
such  time  as  they  may  maintain  friendly  relations  to 
the  United  States. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ORDBB  Of  BU8IN1E89. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  622,  the  coal  bill. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Let  me  ask  what  bill  is  now 
in  order?  What  is  the  next  business  in  order? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  postal  code  bill,  I 
think. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  next 
bill  in  order  is  the  bill  in  charge  of  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  York,  [Mr.  Fenton,]  relative  to 
the  customs  service. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  that  that  bill  be  con- 
sidered before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Will  not  the  Senator 
from  New  York  give  way  to  me? 

Mr.  FENTON.  After  the  bill  is  taken  up 
I  will  give  way. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill 
reported  by  the  Senator  from  New  York  is  in 
order,  is  the  oldest  special  order,  and  is  now 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Now  I  have  no  objection 
to  giving  way. 

Mr.  STEWART. '  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  622. 

Mr.  COLE.    I  hope  not. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  (at  five 
oVlock  and  fifteen  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Senate 
adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  AprU  10, 1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

CONTINGENT  BXPBNBES  07  STATE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  trans- 
mitting, according  to  law,  a  statement  of  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  State  Department; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NOETU  PROyiDEMCB,  RHODE  ISLAND. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  April 
8,  1872,  in  relation  to  a  post  office  bnilaing 
at  North  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

CREEK  ORPHANS  OF  1832. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, in  relation  to  an  appropriation  required 
to  restore  to  the  Creek  orphans  of  1882  certain 
funds  to  which  they  are  entitled  under  the 
treaty  of  March  24,  1882 ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

DABNEY  WALKER. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  com- 

gliance  with  a  request  of  the  Committee  of 
laims  of  the  House,  in  relation  to  the  case 
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of  Dabney  Walker,  for  servkes  as  scoat  in  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

APPALACHICOLA  AND  CIIATTAnOOOHKE  RIYBBS. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  Hoase 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War.  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  April  2,  1872, 
in  relation  to  the  Appalachicola  and  Chatta- 
hoochee ri?ers;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

0HARLS8  OHLB. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  request  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  of  the  House,  in  relation  to  the  con- 
tract made  with  Charles  Ohle  for  forage  at 
Camp  Floyd,  Utah,  in  1860  and  1861 ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

COOSA  AND  TBNNBSSBB  RIYBBS. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  March  11, 
1872,  in  relation  to  the  Coosa  and  Tennessee 
rivers ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BAST  CHESTER  GREEK. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  answer 
to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  March  25, 
1872,  in  relation,  to  the  cost  of  removing  cer- 
tain obstructions  in  the  East  Chester  creek  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PROPBRTT  SOLD  BY  NAYY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House,  in  relation 
to  property  belonging  to  the  United  States  sold 
by  any  officer  or  agent  of  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment since  June  80,  1865 ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Afifairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

UNITED  STATES  TREASURY. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  bill 
for  the  relief  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  U  nited 
States ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

COLUMBIA  HOSPITAL  FOR  WOMEN. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior  in  relation  to  an  appropri- 
ation of  $30,000  for  purchasing  a  site  for  the 
Columbia  ^Hospital  for  Women;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed.* 

BEAVER  LAKE,  INDIANA. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  answer  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  House  of  April  2,  1872,  in  relation 
to  Beaver  lake,  in  the  county  of  Newton,  State 
of  Indiana ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

COLONEL  CUTTS'  REPORT. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  communication 
from  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
answer  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  January 
14,  1872,  transmittiog  a  report  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  iState,  in  relation  to  the  report  made 
by  Colonel  Cutts  concerning  the  commerce  in 
the  products  of  the  sea ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  thev  had  exam- 
ined and  found  truly  enrolled  bills  and  a  jeint 


resolution  of  the  following  titles ;  when  the 
Speaker  signed  the  same: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  181)  to  change  the 
bo\iiidaries  of  the  collection  district  of  Brazos 
de  Santiago,  in  the  State  of  Texas ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  690)  for  the  relief  of 
certain  settlers  on  the  public  lands  in  Iowa 
under  the  provisions  ot  the  homestead  laws ; 
and 

Joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  117)  to  author- 
ize the  erection  of  a  colossal  statue  of  the  late 
Admiral  Farragut 

CONTESTED-ELECTION  CASES. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimoos  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  additional  papers 
in  the  case  of  Whittemore  vs,  Herndon,  and 
in  the  case  of  Niblack  vs.  Wall ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

LEAVE  OP  ABSBNCB. 

Mr.  SLOSS,  by  unanimous  consent,  asked 
and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days 
from  the  6th  instant. 

Mr.  PORTER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  until  the 
18th  of  April  inclusive,  commencing  the  10th 
instant. 

SAMUEL  BIED8ALL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MITCHELL,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  leave  was  granted  for  the  with- 
drawal from  the  files  of  the  House  of  the 
papers  in  connection  with  the  claim  of  Samuel 
Birdsall,  captain  company  D,  sixth  Wisconsin 
volunteers,  for  arrears  of  pension. 

SERGEANT  AMBLER. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  LYNCH,  by  unanimous 
consent,  leave  was  granted  for  the  withdrawal 
from  the  Committee. on  Military  Affairs  of  the 
papers  in  the  case  of  Sergeant  Ambler. 

riNDLA.T  PATTERSON. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McCLELLAND,  by 
unanimous  consent,  leave  was  granted  for  the 
withdrawal  from  the  files  of  the  House  of  the 
papers  in  the  case  of  Findlay  Patterson. 

MASONIC  LODGE  IN  SOUTQ  CAROLINA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  RAINEY,  by  unanimous 
consent,  leave  was  granted  for  the  withdrawal 
from  the  files  of  the  House  of  the  papers  in 
the  case  of  Masonic  Lodge,  of  Georgetown, 
South  Carolina. 

MORNING  HOUR. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  demand  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  morning  hour  now 
begins  at  twenty  miuutes  past  twelve  o'clock 
m.,  and  reports  are  in  order  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

VRANKINQ  PUIVILKGE. 

Mr.  HILL,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads,  reported  back,  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass,  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  11)  to  abolish  the  franking  privi- 
lege. 

The  question  was  on  ordering  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  in  its  first 
section  that  all  laws  and  parts  of  laws  giving 
the  right  to  any  officer  or  department  of  the 
Government,  or  other  person,  to  either  send 
or  receive  through  the  United  States  mails, 
free  of  charge,  any  letter,  document,  or 
other  mailable  matter,  are  hereby  repealed. 
The  second  section  provides  that  this  act  shall 
take  effect  on  and  atler  the  1st  day  of  July, 
1878. 

Mr.  HILL.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  is  simi- 
lar to  the  bill  that  passed  this  House  two 
years  a^o.  Since  then  there  has  been  no 
change  in  public  sentiment  in  regard  to  the 
abolition  ot  the  franking  privilege.  The  same 
reasons  that  existed  then  and  called  for  its 
abolition  exist  now.  The  franking  privilege 
was  inaugurated  at  a  time  when  the  salary  of 
a  member  of  Congress  amounted  to  $800  for 
the  short  term  and  about  fifteen  hundred  dol- 


lars for  the  long  term ;  when  postage 
the  rate  of  from  ten,  twelve  and  a  hiiH,  al. 
eighteen  and  three  quarter  cents  under  f^.* 
hundred  miles,  and  twenty-five  cents  for  d.- 
tances  over  four  hundred  miles ;  wheo  k-» 
country  was  not  in  a  very  prosperous  chlI 
tion,  and  when  mail  routes  were  few  and  sbort. 
If  there  ever  was  a  necessity  for  the  fraokI&: 
privilege  it  was  at  that  time,  but  that  nece^sr r 
nas  passed  away.  The  salaries  of  memtie;) 
of  Congress  and  Government  officials  b&T-: 
been  raised,  postage  has  been  reduced  to  rvi 
and  tliree  cents  for  any  distsLocef  though  na: 
mail  routes  are  far  more  numerous  and  leogtny. 
there  being  now  two  hundred  and  thirty-ei«tt 
thousand  miles  of  mail  roatea  and  over  ojt* 
hundred  and  seven  millioa  miles  of  anouJ 
transportation  of  mails. 

It  IS  said  by  some  that  if  the  franking  prir- 
ilege  be  abolished  there  will  be  do  saving  'jt 
the  Post  Office  Department;  that  no  co:h 
tractor  will  be  paid  less  for  traasporti&g  t^ 
mails,  and  no  saving,  aside  from  geitio;  vn 
mails  carried  at  a  less  price.  I  cannot  tell 
whether  they  would  be  carried  at  a  leas  pne« 
or  not.  Applications  haye  been  made,  aod  I 
believe  are  now  before  Congress^  askin;  A? 
an  additional  increase  from  tiftj  to  one  i^^ 
dred  per  cent,  for  carrying  the  mails,  and  :^ 
ai^ument  urged  on  some  of  the  routes  is  t*«: 
there  are  so  many  public  documents  lo^  c^ 
down  the  mails  that  they  cannot  carry  ibcs 
at  present  rates.  #  One  racilroad  presidcic 
remarked  that  they  did  not  ^t  as  raach  f  ^r 
carrying  the  United  States  mail  as  thev  d.d 
for  carrying  coal,  for  the  reason  the  ma^d 
were  so  loaded  bown  with  free  matter,  patrix 
documents,  ko.  Another  argument  in  f«v.r 
of  this  reform  is  that  if  the  mails  were  f^^ 
from  these  heavy  public  documents  there 
would  be  more  prompt  transmission  and  d- 
livery  of  mail  matter,  the  mails  being  ofws 
blocked  with  these  public  documents,  aad  ire 
therefore  frequently  behind  time.  In  reier- 
ence  to  the  objection  *'that  nothing  would  U 
saved  aside  from  getting  the  mails  carried  ^ 
a  less  price,"  I  would  state  that  when  ih  * 
matter  was  before  the  House  two  years  ar*. 
I  ascertained  from  the  postmaster  of  'ki 
city  that  during  three  weeks,  ten  days  o{wa-:\ 
Congress  was  not  in  session,  there  had  b"^ 
an  average  of  over  four  tons  per  day  o:  frK 
matter  sent  out  from  the  city  post  office,  the 
postage  upon  which,  if  paid,  would  amojat  r^ 
about  two  thousand  dollars  per  day.  Thi«  d:i 
not  include  any  other  free  matter  that  c&k« 
into  the  office  during  that  time,  suid  this  is  o'  1; 
one  of  the  many  large  post  offices  in  the  coun- 
try through  which  franked  mail  matter  passiK. 
and  has  not  decreased  since  then,  but  lar^-j 
increased.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  the  fKfs:- 
age  on  free  matter  that  passes  through  other 
offices  would  amount  to  as  much  if  not  nerd 
than  the  above  sum. 

I  tind  in  the  city  post  office  about  oneb:La- 
dred  persons  employed,  the  great  portioo  of 
them  at'work  almost  entirely  on  free  maiUble 
matter.  I  found  when  there  that  large  office 
piled  full  of  bags  containing  tons  of  iVttoked 
matter,  and  was  informed  that  this  was  a  daiir 
occurrence.  I  found  there  a  large  number o? 
horses  and  wagons,  with  teamsters  and  others 
bringing  in  and  taking  out  free  matter  :  and  I 
think  it  safe  to  say  that  the  postage  alone,  ^f 
it  was  paid  on  all  this  free  matter,  would  amccat 
to  one  or  two  million  dollars  or  more  per  ye^r. 
The  fraud  and  abuse  of  the  privilei^e  is  very 
great,  and  amounts  to  a  large  sum  of  monc-v. 
and  is  beyond  the  control  of  the  Poatma^tc^ 
General. 

in  regard  to  the  abuse  of  the  privilege,  jt 
increases  rather  than  diminishes.  Wben  io 
the  dead  letter  office,  a  few  weeks  ago,  I  sa*  s 
bag  of  law-booki'%hich  was  held  for  postarf : 
it  was  one  of  five  bags  sent  several  hanarr-i 
miles  through  the  mails  under  the  frank  0(9^ 
ex- member  of  Congress ;  four  bags  had  gone 
through,  and  this  bag  having  broken  open,  asd 
these  law-books  discovered  in  it,  was  Mrnt  tti 
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the  dead  letter  office.  And  again,  it  waa  not 
long  since  several  bags  of  large  books  from  a 
publisher  in  New  York  city  were  detected 
diri*cted  for  one  of  the  greac  cities  of  the  West, 
franked  by  an  ex-member  of  Congress.  These 
are  among  the  few  that  are  stopped  while  being 
transported  through  the  mails,  bat  many  go 
unknown  and  reach  their  destination  in  safety. 

I  was  informed  at  the  Post  Office  Depart* 
luent  a  short  time  since  that  the  abuse  was 
greater  than  ever.  To  my  mind  there  is  but  one 
way  to  check  this  great  evil ;  and  that  is,  to  make 
all  matter  that  passes  through  the  mail  pay 
postage.  The  Post  Office  Department  should 
stand  on  its  own  footing,  each  Department  of 
the  Government  pay  its  own  postage  the  same 
as  they  pay  for  stationery,  light,  and  fuel.  The 
Post  Office  Department  should  be  relieved  of 
all  incumbrances  hanging  upon  it.  This  don^, 
I  have  no  doubt  it  would  not  be  long  before  it 
would  pay  its  way,  and  two-cent  or  penny -post- 
age inaugurated.  Indeed,  the  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral has  said  if  the  franking  privilege  was  abol- 
ished he  would  be  justifiea  at  once  in  recom- 
mending a  reduction  in  postage.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that  its  abolition  would  save  much 
money  to  the  Government  in  the  printing  of 
public  documents  }  perhaps  one  million  dollars 
or  more  might  be  saved.  Some  of  the  Depart- 
ments now  employ  several  franking  clerks  at 
a  great  expense  to  the  Governmentf  costing 
thousands  of  dollars  per  year,  which  would 
be  saved  to  the  Treasury  if  the  franking  priv- 
ilege was  abolished. 

This  question  is  very  much  agitated  among 
the  people.  State  Legislatures  and  State  con- 
ventions have  passed  resolutions  of  late  rec- 
omuiending  its  abolition.  It  is  one  of  those 
reforms  that  is  demanded  by  the  people,  who 
are  watching  closely  the  action  of  Congress  in 
regard  to  the  matter.  They  look  upon  it  as  a 
privilege  granted  to  a  favored  few.  There 
should  be  no  privileged  few  at  the  expense  of 
the  many.  Why  should  thirty  or  forty  thou- 
sand of  the  forty  million  people  in  the  United 
States  be  privileged  or  favored  more  than  the 
rest  of  the  people?  Not  one  in  a  hundred  can 
get  a  public  document,  for  the  issue  is  not 
sufficient  to  supply  all  our  constituents.  In 
the  distribution  of  public  documents  it  would 
be  much  better  if  they  were  sent  to  those  who 
send  for  them  direct  from  the  Department  where 
issued,  and  no  one  who  desires  a  copy  but 
would  willingly  pay  the  postage  for  the  book. 
This  Congress  can  do  no  better  act,  and  one 
that  will  meet  with  greater  approval  of  the 
people,  than  the  abolition  of  the  franking  priv- 
ilege, and  I  trust  the  better  judgment  ot  the 
House  will  prevail  and  pass  this  bill. 

It  will  be  remembered  it  was  defeated  in  the 
Senate  two  years  ago  by  only  one  vote,  and  I 
trust  the  changes  that  have  occurred  there 
since  the  bill  was  before  them  are  such  as 
will  favor  the  passage  of  this  bill  should  it 
come  before  them.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would 
not  only  favor  the  passage  of  this  bill,  but 
I  would  also  favor  the  passajg^e  of  a  bill 
reducing  letter  postage  immediately  to  two 
cents,  and  eventually  to  one  cent  on  all  letters 
under  half  an  ounce,  and  reducing  postage  on 
all  printed  matter  in  proportion.  I  believe,  as 
1  remarked  when  advocating  the  post-card  bill, 
if  we  were  to  make  a  bold  move  and  inaugu- 
rate one-cent  postage  to  the  country  it  would 
not  be  long  before  the  revenue  from  postage 
would  be  as  large,  if  not  larger,  than  at  pres- 
ent. The  cheaper  the  postage  and  the  greater 
the  facility  for  creating  correspondence,  the 
greater  the  number  will  be  who  take  advantage 
of  it. 

I  believe  it  has  been  proven  in  all  countries 
whenever  postage  has  been  reduced  it  has  gen- 
erally increased  rather  than  diminished  the 
revenue  to  the  Post  Office  Department.  In 
Great  Britain  the  two-cent  rate  postage  with- 
out the  franking  privilege  yields  a  much 
greater  revenue  than  the  three-cent  rate  post- 
age of  the  United  States  with  the  franking 
privilege  |  but  whether  we  adopt  it  now  or  not, 


it  is  only  a  matter  of  time  when  it  will  take 
place  in  this  country,  and  the  abolition  of  the 
franking  privilege  will  be  the  stepping-stone 
to  the  accomplishing  of  the  other  great  reform, 
penny  postage. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  advocated  the  abolition 
of  the  franking  privilege  for  years,  simply  be- 
cause I  have  felt  it  is  neither  right  nor  just.  It 
is  not  right  in  principle  under  a  Government 
like  this ;  a  great  Government  that  should  lead 
off  rather  than  follow  on  behind  other  Gov- 
ernments in  this  great  reform.  The  queen  of 
England  and  officials  of  that  Government  pay 
their  own  postage,  and  why  should  not  the 
officials  of  this  Government  pay  their  postage 
as  well?  It  is  humiliating  that  we  hold  on  to 
a  usage  given  up  and  dropped  so  long  ago  by 
other  nations.     I  hope  the  bill  will  pass. 

I  yield  for  ten  minutes  to  my  colleague  on 
the  committee,  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Carroll.] 

Mr.  CARROLL.  This  bill  is  entitled  "  A 
bill  to  abolish  the  franking  privilege,"  and  I 
apprehend  that  those  who  are  now  in  the  en- 
joyment of  that  privilege  would  be  glad  to  be 
relieved  of  its  benefits  if  they  could  also  be 
relieved  of  the  burdens  it  imposes  upon  them. 
At  the  organization  of  this  Government,  re- 
publican in  form,  it  was  understood  and  believed 
by  its  founders  that  the  utmost  publicity  should 
be  given  to  its  proceedings,  and  that  the  freest 
communication  between  the  people  and  their 
officers  and  representatives  should  be  estab- 
lished and  maintained ;  and  for  that  purpose 
all  communications  between  the  Representa- 
tives and  the  people  were  made  transmissible 
through  the  mails  free  of  postage.  That  was 
the  origin  of  the  franking  privilege — a  privi- 
lege not  to  the  officers  of  the  Government,  but 
to  the  people ;  and  this  privilege,  I  apprehend, 
was  never  intended  to  be  the  privilege  of  any 
others  than  the  people  themselves,  it  should 
exist  and  be  used  only  to  encourage  and  keep 
up  a  free  communication  between  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Government  and  the  people  whom 
they  represent. 

So  far  as  the  privilege  comes  to  be  a  benefit 
to  the  members  of  the  Government  themselves, 
it  is  in  contravention  of  the  original  theory. 
The  benefits  members  derived  from  it  were 
never  intended  to  be  anything  but  an  incident 
to  its  exercise.  This  privilege  was  not  given 
to  the  people,  but  was  preserved  by  them  in 
the  organization  of  the  postal  system.  The 
mails  are  carried  at  their  expense,  and  they 
were  to  be  taxed  for  their  support.  Why 
should  they  not  be  used  freely  for  the  people's 
benefit? 

That  this  privilege  has  been  abused  by  mem- 
bers of  Congress  and  other  officers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment I  think  there  can  be  no  question.  So 
far  as  that  abuse  is  concerned,  it  should  be 
remedied  by  proper  legislation ;  and  if  it  is 
necessary  to  efiect  that  remedy  to  deprive 
them  of  the  privilege  entirely,  I  have  no  ob- 
jection to  its  being  done ;  I  would  favor  it. 
And  I  apprehend  that  is  the  view  of  many  of 
those  who  exercise  this  privilege,  and  against 
whom  so  much  prejudice  has  been  created  in 
the  public  mind,  on  account  of  the  personal 
benefits  they  are  supposed  to  derive  from  the 
exercise  of  it — a  prejudice  that  has  been  in- 
creased, inflamed,  and  fermented,  until  the 
community  have  come  in  a  measure  to  regard 
this  great  privilege  of  the  people  as  simply  a 
privilege  or  •source  of  profit  to  the  members 
of  Congress. 

But,  as  I  said,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  apprehend 
that  every  man  upon  this  floor,  and  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  who  now  exercises  that  privi- 
lege, would,  so  far  as  it  affects  himself,  be  glad 
to  have  it  abolinhed  if  he  could  also  be  relieved 
of  the  immense  burdens  which  it  imposes  upon 
him.  What  member  of  Congress  is  not  com- 
plaining daily  of  the  immense  amount  of  labor 
that  is  imposed  upon  him  by  the  use  of  this 
franking  privileffe  in  correspondence  with  his 
constituents,  and  in  transmitting  to  them  free 
of  charge  the  public    documents  which  are 


printed  by  order  of  Congress,  to  be  distributed 
among  the  people,  and  which  are  intended 
to  give  to  the  people  a  history  of  the  proceed- 
ings and  transactions  of  the  Government  in 
all  its  departments? 

It  has  come  to  be  a  custom  in  the  use  of 
this  franking  privilege  that  he  is  charged  with 
the  distribution  not  only  of  these  documents, 
but  even  with  the  distribution  of  such  seeds 
and  plants  as  the  Agricultural  Department  has 
by  scientific  investigation  and  experiment 
found  to  be  useful  and  valuable  to  the  people 
and  the  great  agricultural  interests  of  the  coun- 
try. There  is  thus  imposed  upon  members  of 
Congress  a  burden  which  is  very  onerous  in- 
deed, while  the  personal  benefit  they  derive  in 
the  way  of  franking  their  private  communica- 
tions is  but  nominal.  I  apprehend  there  is 
not  a  single  member  upon  this  -floor  who  would 
not  be  glad  to  exchange  these  slisht  incidental 
benefits  for  a  relief  from  its  burdens,  and  pay 
one  hundred  fold  m  addition. 

But,  sir,  this  privilege  is  the  privilege  of  the 
people,  instituted  for  the  purpose  of  giving 
the  utmost  publicity  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
Government,  and  bringing  the  people  into 
close  and  immediate  communication  with  their 
Representatives,  that  they  may  have  an  op- 
portunity of  watching  well  their  acts  and  hold- 
ing them  to  strict  accountability.  It  operates 
not  only  to  diffuse  such  intelligence  among 
the  people,  but  as  a  restraint  upon  their  Rep- 
resentatives, who  are  thus  brought  constantly 
under  the  immediate  view  and  surveillance  of 
the  people  whose  servants  they  are.  I  be- 
lieve, sir,  that  it  is  essential  to  the  maintenance 
of  republican  institutions  that  the  utmost  pub- 
licity should  be  given  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  Government,  and  that  every  facility  possi- 
ble should  be  instituted  and  maintained  for 
keeping  up  a  close  and  constant  communica- 
tion between  the  Representative  and  his  con- 
stituents. This  Government  is  not  like  the 
monarchical  Governments  of  the  Old  World. 
There  the  official  holds  his  place  in  a  measure 
independent  of  the  peopIe-^-holds  it,  not  by 
their  consent,  but  by  some  other  supposed  right. 
They  act  not  as  the  representatives  of  the 
people,  but  in  accordance  with  their  own 
will,  and  they  may  well  be  anxious  to  conceal 
their  acts  from  the  people.  It  is  not  strange 
under  these  circumstances  that  such  Govern- 
ments should  prohibit  or  impose  a  tax  upon 
free  communication  between  themselves  and 
the  people. 

if  it  was  desired  to  overturn  this  Republic, 
and  to  establish '  upon  its  ruins  a  monarchy, 
what  would  be  the  first  thing  to  be  done  to 
accomplish  it?  Why,  the  first  blow  struck 
would  be  to  cut  off  communication  between 
the  people  and  the  Government,  to  destroy  the 
publicity  of  its  acts  and  proceedings ;  and  thus 
to  create  a  sort  of  close  corporation  operated 
in  accordance  witB  its  own  will  and  without 
the  consent  of  the  people.  When  that  was 
accomplished,  little  more  would  remain  to  be 
done  to  establish  upon  the  ruins  of  the  Repub- 
lic some  form  of  a  personal  monarchical  gov- 
ernment. And,  sir,  permit  me  to  say  that 
now,  when  the  tendency  toward  centralism  is  so 
strong,  it  is  important  that  the  Representatives 
of  the  people  should  see  that  this  privilege, 
which  is  the  people* s,  and  not  that  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress,  should  be  faithfully  guarded 
and  protected  from  encroachments.  I  may 
mention  here,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  one  of  the 
results  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  which  I 
ought  to  have  mentioned  before,  would  be  to 
abolish  at  onca  the  free  circulation  of  local 
newspapers,  which  has  for  years  been  permit- 
ted within  the  counties  where  they  are  pub- 
lished. That  would  operate  to  cripple  if  not 
to  destroy  the  publication  and  circulsition  of 
such  papers,  one  of  the  home  interests  which 
have  come  to  be  regarded  with  peculiar  in- 
terest. 

.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  for  the  purpose  of 
adapting  this  bill  to  the  views  that  I  entertain 
in  regard  to  the  franking  privilege,  deeming  it 
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to  be  the  privilege  of  the  people,  and  not  of 
the  members  of  this  House  or  of  the  officers 
of  the  Goveroment,  I  propose  to  offer  an 
amendment  to  this  bill  which  shall  except 
from  its  operations  petitions  to  Congress  and 
also  the  distribution  of  such  public  docu- 
ments as  may  be  published  by  Congress^  or 
procured  by  its  order  for  the  dissemination 
among  the  people,  and  such  as  are  calculated 
to  give  the  utmost  publicity  to  the  proceedings 
and  action  of  the  Government.  The  effect  of 
my  amendment  will  be  to  cut  off  the  exercise 
of  the  privilege  by  officers  o/  the  Government 
and  the  members  of  Congress  for  their  own 
beneBt,  out  of  which  have  grown  the  abuses 
which  has  caused  this  whole  system  to  be  re- 
garded with  disfavor.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  have  no  objection  to  have  the 
amendment  read,  but  I  cannot  admit  it. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment  as  follows: 

^  Amend  section  one  by  adding  thereto  the  follow- 
ing: 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  or  pro- 
hibit the  sending  or  receiving  through  the  mails, 
free  of  charge,  petitions  to  Congress  and  such  docu- 
ments, publications,  and  books  as  have  b«en  or  may 
be  published,  procured,  or  purchased  by  order  of 
either  House  of  Congress,  or  on  a  joint  resolution 
of  the  two  Houses  thereof. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  must  decline  to  admit  that 
amendment.  I  now  yield  for  ten  minutes  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter.] 

Mr.  POT  TER.  Those  of  us  who  were  mem- 
bers of  ihe  Forty- First  Congress 

Mr.  SPEEK,  of  Georgia.  I  rise  to  a  ques- 
tion of  privilege.  I  widh  to  have  sufficient 
order  restored  so  that  [  may  have  the  pleasure 
of  bearing  the  gentleman  from  New  I  ork. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  a  question  of 
privilege,  but  a  question  of  order,  and  if  the 
genileman  from  Georgia  is  very  desirous  of 
hearing  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  the 
Chair  would  suggest  that  he  sit  nearer  to  him, 
for  it  is  impossible  for  the  Chair  to  keep  suffi- 
cient order  for  the  gentleman  to  hear  him  at 
so  great  a  distance. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Mr.  Speaker,  those  who 
were  members  of  the  Forty- First  Congress  will 
remember  that  this  measure  was  twice  before 
the  House  in  that  Congress,  and  that  twice 
before  to-day  a  very  large  majority  of  this 
House  resolved  to  abolish  the  franking  priv- 
ilege, but  no  law  of  Congress  has  ever  fol- 
lowed the  action  of  this  House  in  that  regard. 
The  measure  on  each  occasion  went  to  the 
Senate  and  died  in  the  Senate.  And  why? 
Because  a  naked  enactment  to  abolish  the 
franking  privilege  is  of  itself  an  impracticable 
measure.  From  the  very  nature  of  things 
there  is  and  must  always  be  a  large  amount 
of  matter  sent  through  the  mails  by  officers  and 
servants  of  the  Government  on  the  business  of 
the  Government,  which  should  therefore  be 
sent  at  the  expense  of  the  Government. 

On  both  occasions,  in  the  Forty-First  Con- 
gress, and  now  again  for  the  third  time  in  this 
Congress,  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  have  recommended  a  bill  abolish- 
ing the  franking  privilege,  and  have  accom- 
panied it  with  no  substitute  whatever  for  con- 
veying the  matter  which  must  be  conveyed  at 
the  expense  of  the  Government.  Indeed  I 
might  say,  judging  from  their  action  in  this 
regard,  that  the  committee  did  not  intend  that 
the  franking  privilege  should  be  abolished. 
When  the  Postmaster  General  urged  upon  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
in  the  Fortj- First  Congress  the  abolition  of 
the  franking  privilege,  he  urged  also  the  sub- 
stitution of  another  method  for  carrying  the 
mail  matter  of  the  Government.  But  the  com- 
mittee then  reported  a  naked  bill  for  abolish- 
ing the  franking  privilege,  and  they  omitted 
then,  as  they  now  omit,  to  substitute  any  other 
method,  either  that  which  the  Postmaster 
Geneial  snggested  or  any  other  method  what- 
ever, by  which  the  Government  mail  matter 
could  be  carried.  And  the  reason  given  by 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  [Mr.  Fabksworth]  on 


that  occasion  for  the  omission  was  that  he 
desired,  by  abolishing  the  franking  privilege, 
to  make  the  sending  of  public  documents  so 
onerous  that  they  should  no  more  be  sent  by 
members,  and  therefore  should  no  more  be 
published  by  Congress.  I  hold  in  my  hand  his 
remarks  on  that  occasion.'  It  is  because  I  de- 
sire to  see  the  franking  privilege  abolished, 
because  I  desire  to  see  some  practical  substi- 
tute for  it  made  operative,  that  I  propose,  if 
the  opportunity  be  offered  me,  to  ask  that  this 
bill  be  amended  by  the  addition  of  the  two 
sections  which  I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be 
read. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  —.  That  there  shall  be  prepared  and  issued 
by  the  Post  Office  Department  to  the  President  of 
the  United  Slates,  to  each  head  of  Department  and 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  proper  stamping-machines, 
which  machines  shall  printer  impress  the  name  of 
the  Departmentor  office  using  thesame,  respectively, 
and  the  nature  of  the  matter  to  be  sent  thereunder, 
(as  "  Department  of  the  Interior,  Agricultural  Re- 
port," "  Executive  Office,  President's  Message,"  and 
the  like.)  and  the  date  or  other  proper  device,  as  the 
Postmaster  General  may  direct,  which  stamps  shall 
be  uaed  by  the  Department  or  officer  to  whom  the 
same  may  be  issued,  respectively,  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  stamping  all  books,  documents,  and  other 
official  matter  issued  from  such  Department  or  office, 
respectively,  including  in  the  use  of  the  same, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  all  reports  and  speeches 
made  in  their  respective  Houses.  And  such  stamp- 
ing-machines shall  be  used  for  no  other  purposes 
than  as  aforesaid,  and  all  matter  so  stamped  shall 
thereupon  pass  through  the  mails  without  requiring 
further  stamps  or  charge,  and  the  postage  upon  all 
books,  papers, documents,  correspondence,  and  other 
publie  matter  so  stamped  shall  be  charged  by  the 
Fust  Office  Department  to  the  Department  or  office 
issuing  the  same,  respectively,  and  the  amount  so 
charged  shall  be  defrayed  by  such  Department  and 
officers  out  of  appropriations  to  be  made  therefor  by 
Congress  as  part  of  the  incidental  expenses  of  the 
Qovernment. 

Skc.  —.  That  any  person  who  shall  forge  or  coun- 
terfeit any  such  official  postage  stamp  or  stamping- 
machine,  or  who  shall  counterfeit  any  die  or  plate 
therefor,  or  who  shall  make  or  print,  or  knowingly 
use  or  sell,  or  have  in  his  possession  with  intent  to 
use  or  sell  any  such  false,  forged,  or  counterfeit  die- 
plate,  stamp,  or  stamping-machine,  or  any  paper, 
wrapper,  or  envelope  stamped  by  any  false,  forged, 
or  counterfeit  die-plate,  postage  stamp,  or  stamp- 
ing-mvohine,  or  who  shall  authorise  or  procure  to 
be  made  any  such  official  die-plate,  stamp,  or  stamp- 
ing-machine, without  the  special  direction  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  or  who,  after  the  same  have 
been  prepared,  shall,  with  intent  to  defraud  the 
revenue  of  the  Post  Office  Department,  deliver  any 
such  official  dies,  plates,  stamps,  or  stamping-ma- 
chines to  any  person  or  persons  other  than  such  as 
shall  be  authorised  to  receive  the  same  by  instru- 
ment of  writing  duly  executed  under  the  hand  of 
the  Postmaster  Qeneral  and  the  seal  of  the  Post 
Office  Department,  shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be 
deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  be  punished  by  a  fine 
not  exceeding  $500.  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceed- 
ing five  years,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  do  not  consent  that  that 
amendment  shall  be  offered. 

Mr.  POTTER.  There  goes  every  day  from 
every  Department  of  this  Government  neces- 
sarily a  lar^e  amount  of  matter  connected 
with  the  business  of  the  Government.  By  the 
law  as  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
Jersey  [Mr.  Hill]  no  provision  whatever  is 
made  for  paying  the  postage  upon  the  matter 
of  these  Departments.  Ihe  postage  on  the 
matter  of  one  of  these  Departments  would 
amount  to,  I  presume,  from  three  to  twenty 
times  the  salary  of  the  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment. It  cannot,  therefore,  possibly  be  sent 
at  his  expense.  Yet  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  'Office  and  Post  Roads  come  here  and 
ask  us  to  leave  the  Departments  without  any 
means  whatever  for  sending  that'  matter.  Of 
course  such  legislation  is  preposterous,  and  it 
was  felt  to  be  preposterous  by  the  House  on  a 
former  occasion,  I  think,  and  was  expected 
when  it  got  to  the  Senate  to  die  there,  as  this 
bill,  unless  made  a  practical  measure  of  legis* 
lation,  when  it  goes  to  the  Senate  will  die 
there.  We  have  twice  before  bad  this  bun- 
combe performance,  if  I  may  so  style  it,  of  a 
naked  bill  for  abolishing  the  franking 'priv- 
ilege without  any  provision  for  sending  the 
mail  matter  of  the  Departments;  and  of 
course  it  came  to  nothing  in  the  Senate,  as  it 
will  again  if  again  repeated. 


Mr.  HALE.  Why  did  not  t^e  Senate  &&*:: 
it? 

Mr.  POTTER.  Because  they  codU  r 
soppose  from  our  action  we  were  in  ant^:- 
seeking  to  abolish  the  franking  pnTilr^. 
Now,  the  suggestion  that  I  shall  oflfer,  if  I^:' 
the  opportunity,  is  that  in  the  place  of  sint 
ten  frank  the  Post  Office  Department  sk! 
furnish  to  each  Department  of  tbe  GoT^rs 
ment,  and  also  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Hoasetci 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  a  machioe  ik-a 
shall  impress  upon  all  commaDicatiooi  isi 
documents  a  mark  to  indicate  its  natare^is; 
the  date,  and  that  then  it  shall  go  free  thm^ 
the  mail.  The  Postmaster  Geoeral  will  ibet. 
by  simply  weighing  the  matter  bo  sat^  fair* 
an  opportunity  to  keep  at  small  expeBs«ii 
account  of  the  matter  sent  at  GoTeromentccrw 
and  obtain  the  credit  due  his  Deparifoenttfaen- 
for  by  charging  up  against  each  Departo^: 
the  amount  of  postage  thus  due  from  it.  as: 
to  be  paid  as  part  of  its  incidental  eipeni^^. 
And  we  shall  then  have,  as  we  nowkre.t^ 
oar  documents  and  speeches,  as  well  v<  u 
other  matter  issued  by  the  Goyemmeni  ses: 
at  the  expense  of  the  Govemmeot  Tbepi^ 
lie  documents,  if  this  plan  prevails,  v:l:  k 
issued  to  us  with  a  stamp  to  be  prescribe  br 
the  Postmaster  G-eneral,  somewhat  6\Styr:- 
from  the  stamp  now  on  them,  8taiiogt» 
character  of  the  document,  and  opon'k: 
stamp  they  will  go  through  the  mails  viibc;^ 
further  charge  or  any  franking  of  oars. 

That  very  simple  plan,  which  is  some vh£t!tk«. 
but  an  improyement,  I  think,  on  that  do*  is 
operation  in  Great  Britain,  where  the  fiank  to 
been  wholly  abolished,  will  relieve  ss  ki 
the  necessity,  which  is  an  annoyance  aod  re 
barrassment  to  me,  and  I  think  to  e?eryB^' 
resentative,  of  writing  oar  names  as  fnnbi 
great  many  thousand  limes  every  session,  ri 
will  furnish  the  Post  Office  Department  i.- 
protection  it  desires.  I  am  authorised  bj  ifi< 
Postmaster  General  to  say  that  mj  sagj^t^ « 
meets  his  approbation,  and  I  am  also  sat^^r 
ized  by  the  chairman  of  the  Comminw  o: 
the  Post  Office  and  Post  Eoads  [Mr.  Fik>- 
worth]  to  say  it  would  meet  his  wppor;  • 
he  were  now  here. 

I  trust,  therefore,  that  we  shall  hare  m: 
amendment  added  to  this  bill  snch  as  I  y'- 
suggested,  which  will  make  it  a  practical  m*** 
ure,  so  that  when  it  goes  to  the  Senate  u  «s; 
be  passed  there,  and  the  country  may  ben'^'.' 
relieved  of  the  abuses  of  the  franking  priTilr? 
For  what  the  people  complain  of,  1  ihinii ' 
not  that  really  public  matter  is  seoi  « '^* 
expense  of  the  Government,  but  thai  tie  fj^ 
tem  of  franking  in  which  we  persist  is  a  sjJ^'- 
open  to  abuses,  and  which  may  be  readil?  o;"^ 
to  send  free  through  the  mails  all  sorts  of  ibit:; 
which  ought  not  to  pass  free.  The  fad  tw* 
the  system  is  open  to  various  abases  is  «^^ 
the  people  object  to— notthal  matter  resHj  ^^ 
cial  is  sent  at  the  expense  of  the  Governn;e3 

Let  us,  therefore,  adopt  some  practical  .di- 
lation on  this  subject.  Let  us  ha?e  some  »®^* 
ment  under  which  matter  relating  to  16?  w^*' 
ness  of  the  Government  may  be  sent  ihrw?- 
the  mails  at  the  expense  of  the  GoTerooeB. 
while  the  existing  abuses  of  the  frankiog  P'^- 
lege  shall  be  put  an  end  to.  ,    ., 

Mr.  HILL.    I  now  yield  to  thegentleB« 

from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bdtles.]        ^ 
Mr.    BUTLER,    of    Massachusetts,   ^ 
Speaker,  if  I  consulted  merely  my  own  ^^^^ 
venience  and  comfort,  I  should  ^ery  ^-^ 
desire  the  abolition  of  the  firankipg  prJ^'«s^ 
I  have  a  constituency  the  majoruj  ot  •!»' 
know  how  to  read  and  write.         , ,,  . ,  _ 
Mr.  HOAR  and  Mr.  PETERS.  Allofb^ 
[Laughter.]  -. ,,  j 

Mr.  BQTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  «^':^. 
speak  within  bounds.  1  have  a  doc"^^^;^ 
embracing  something  more  than  ^^'l  ^  J  ,^ 
persons ;  so  that  it  is  a  very  great  ou^«.  ^. 
forward  documents  to  all  these  P«5>P'*^ !  ^1^.. 
nothing  of  the  printing  of  speechw  m  ?^^ 
form. 
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It  is  not  mj  privilege  to  boast  that  the  let- 
ters which  come  to  me  have  generally  the 
postage  paid ;  I  think  I  can  say  that  the  majority 
of  them  come  free.  Thia  franking  privilege 
is  one  which  exists  for  the  benefit  of  the  peo* 

fie.  If  I  thought  the  people  wanted  it  abolished 
woald  vote  with  all  my  beart  for  its  aboli- 
tion, not  as  a  mere  piece  of  demagogy,  bat 
because,  as  I  have  saggested,  (and  I  doubt  not 
I  speak  the  sentiment  of  every  member  of 
Congress,)  the  so-called  franking  privilege  is, 
so  far  as  members  are  concerned,  anything  bat 
a  privilege.  It  entails  so  much  labor,  expense, 
and  cftre  upon  as,  that  none  of  us  would  desire 
it  for  himself. 

But,  sir,  whence  xiomes  all  this  cry  for  the 
abolition  of  the  franking  privilege?  It  comes 
from  the  metropolitan  press,  which  is  anxious 
that  it  shall  be  the  only  organ  of  communica- 
tion between  the  Representative  of  the  people 
and  the  people;  which  is  anxious  to  crush 
down  every  local  newspaper  that  now  goes  free 
within  the  county  of  its  publication  ;  which  is 
anxious  to-  hold  in  its  hands  the  character  and 
position  of  every  pablic  man,  so  that  by  asso- 
ciated telegrams  and  by  associated  slander 
and  scandal  it  may  crush  down  any  man,  with- 
out allowing  him  the  means  of  vindication  be- 
fore his  constituents  or  before  the  people. 
This  cry  for  the  abolition  of  the  franking  priv- 
ilege comes  from  nowhere  else. 

It  is  true,  that  a  large  number  of  petitions 
for  the  abolition  of  the  franking  privilege  came 
up  here  daring  the  last  Congress ;  .but  how 
were  they  gotten  up?  The  petitions  in  printed 
form  were  issaed  from  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment by  an  expenditure  of  the  public  money  ; 
these  printed  forms  were  sent  to  the  various 
postmasters  throughout  the  country  to  have 
tbem  returned  with  signatures.  There  being 
many  thousands  of  postmasters,  a  sufficient 
number  of  petitions  came  back  here  signed  to 
make  a  respectable  show,  each  postmaster 
thinking  it  bis  duty  to  send  back  as  many  as 
possible,  feeling  that  to  disre|[ard  the  intima- 
tion of  the  Department  in  this  matter  might 
cause  him  to  lose  his  office. 

For  one,  I  shall  vote  against  the  abolition 
of  the  franking  privilege.  1  think  I  voted  for 
it  before;  but  if  I  did  so,  it  was  with  the  dis- 
tinct understanding,  which  everybody  else  had 
in  this  Hoose,  that  if  we  voted  to  abolish  it 
the  Senate  would  not  concur,  and  it  would  be 
all  right.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  HILL.  I  yield  three  minutes  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Stobm.] 

Mr.  STORM.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  we  shall 
be  able  at  this  session  of  Congress  to  abolish 
the  frankine  privilege.  I  have  received  from 
persons  residing  in  my  district  a  number  of 
petitions  asking  for  its  abolition;  and  these 
come  from  gentlemen  having  no  connection 
with  the  *^  metropolitan  press."  1  believe,  sir, 
that  the  abuses  of  which  the  people  complain 
are  inherent  in  the  very  system;  that  it  is 
utterly  impossible  for  us  so  to  amend  it^  that 
the  franking  privilege  shall  be  continued  in  an 
unobjectionable  form.  Unless  we  abolish  the 
whole  system  we  cannot  prevent,  the  frauds 
which  are  now  practiced. 

I  do  not  say  that  I  am  not  in  favor  of  some 
such  amendment  as  that  proposed  by  my  friend 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter,]  under  which 
public  documents  such  as  the  Agricultural 
report  or  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Education  may  be  sent  free  to  the  people; 
but  I  am  in  favor  of  the  abolition  of  the  priv- 
ilege as  it  is  now  exercised  by  members  of  Con- 
gress. I  believe  that  this  abolition  will  not 
only  effect  a  great  saving  of  expense  to  the 
Post  Office  Department,  but  will  also  largely 
save  expense  in  our  Public  Printing  Office. 
There  would  be  fewer  public  documents  printed 
if  we  knew  that  they  must  be  sent  out  at  the 
«ffpense  of  those  who  may  wish  to  send  them. 
There  is  now  printed  a  great  mass  of  public 
docnments  which  no  one  cares  to  read  ;  they 
are  sent  throughoat  the  country  at  great  ex- 


pense to  the  Post  Office  Department  without 
benefiting  anybody. 

We  all  know  that  this  privilege  is  now 
abused  in  various  ways.  It  is  well  known 
that  members  of  Congress  now  make  use  of 
the  franking  privilege  not  only  to  send  such 
things  as  come  legitimately  within  the  law, 
but  for  every  conceivable  kind  of  business, 
for  electioneering  purposes  and  for  all  othpr 
purposes  to  which  it  can  be  applied.  It  is 
notorious  that  in  election  times  members  fre- 
quently have  a  stamp  made  in  imitation  of 
their  frank  which  they  allow  to  be  used  by 
unauthorized  persons.  Because  the  system  is  so 
liable  to  abase,  and  is  so  constaotly  abused,  I 
am  in  favor  of  its  repeal.  If  the  heads  of 
Departments  and  members  of  Congress  do  not 
now  receive  enough  salary,  let  them  decline 
nominations  and  appointments.  The  Post- 
master General  tells  us  there  would  be  a  sav- 
ing to  his  Department  of  $5,000,000  by  the 
abolition  of  this  privilege.  While-  we-  are 
talking  about  reform  in  the  other  Departments 
of  the  Government,  let  us  do  our  share  here. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  now  demand  the  previous 
question. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Does  not  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jereey  admit  my  amendment? 

The  SPEAKIi:R.  The  gentleman  has  ad- 
mitted no  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Will  not  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  allow  an  amendment  contin- 
uing the  free  circulation  of  newspapers  within 
the  county  of  their  publication  ? 

Mr.  HILL.  I  cannot  admit  any  amend- 
ment.    Let  the  question  be  taken  on  the  bill. 

On  seconding  the  previous  question,  there 
were — ayes  twenty,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  now  be  the  duty  of 
the  Chair  to  recognize  those  gentlemen  who 
have  indicated  their  desire  to  off'er  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  CARROLL.  I  now  offer  my  amend- 
ment, to  add  to  section  two  of  the  bill  the 
following: 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  or  pro- 
hibit the  eendioir  or  reoeiviiiK  tbroairh  the  mails, 
froo  of  oh  arse,  petitioos  to  Gonirress,  and  such  doca- 
ments,  publicationa.  or  books,  as  have  been  or  may 
be  published,  procured,  or  parchiised  by  order  of 
either  House  of  Cooirress,  or  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  two  Houses  thereof. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing to  the  bill  the  following  as  additional 
sections : 

8eo.  2.  That  there  shall  be  prepared  and  issued 
by  tho  Post  Office  Department  to  the  President  of 
the  Uuited  States,  to  each  head  of  Department,  and 
to  the  Clerk  of  the  Senate  and  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  proper  stamping-ma- 
chines,  which  machines  shall  print  or  impress  the 
name  of  the  Department  or  officer  using  tho  same, 
respectively,  and  the  nature  of  the  matter  to  be  sent 
thereunder,  <as  "Department  of  the  Interior,  Agri- 
oulturai  Report,"  "Executive  Office,  President's 
Message,"  and  tho  like.)  and  the  date  or  other 
proper  device,  as  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  may 
direet,  which  stamps  shall  be  used  by  the  Depart- 
ment or  officer  to  whom  tho  same  may  be  issued, 
respectively,  only  for  the  purpose  of  stamping  all 
books,  documents,  and  other  official  matter  issued 
from  such  Department  or  office,  respectively,  in- 
cluding in  the  use  of  the  same,  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, all  reports  and  speeches  made  in  their  respect- 
ive Houses.  And  such  stamping-machines  shall  be 
used  for  no  othtr  purposes  than  as  aforesaid,  and 
all  matter  so  stamped  shall  thereupon  pass  through 
the  mails  witboatreqniringfurtherstamps  or  charge, 
and  the  postage  upon  all  books,  papers,  documents, 
correspondence,  and  other  public  matter  so  stamped 
shall  be  charged  by  the  Post  Office  Department  to 
the  Department  or  office  issuing  the  same,  respect- 
ively, and  the  amount  so  charged  shall  be  defrayed 
by  such  Departments  and  officers  out  of  appropria- 
tions to  be  made  therefor  by  Congress  as  part  of  the 
incidental  expenses  of  the  Qovernment. 

Sko.  3.  That  any  person  who  shall  forge  or  counter- 
feit any  such  official  postage  stamp  br  stamping- 
machlne.  or  who  shall  counterfeit  any  die  or  plate 
therefor,  or  who  shall  make  or  print,  or  knowingly 
uso  or  sell,  or  have  in  his  possession  with  intent  to 
use  or  sell,  any  such  false,  forged,  or  counterfeit  die- 
plate,  stamp,  or  stampiug-maohine,  or  any  paper, 
wrapper,  or  envelope  stamped  by  any  false,  forced, 
or  counterfeit  die-plate,  postage  stamp,  or  stamping- 
raacuine,  or  who  shall  authorize  or  procure  to  be 
made  any  sueh  official  die-plate,  stamp,  or  stamping- 
maohine,  without  the  special  direction  of  the  Post 


Office  Department,  or  who.  after  the  »ame  have  been 
prepared,  shall  with  intent  to  defraud  the  revenue 
of  the  Po?t  Office  Department,  deliver  any  such  cffi- 
eial  dies,  plates,  stamps,  or  stamping-machines  to 
any  person  or  persons  other  thaip  such  as  shall  be 
authorized  to  receive  the  same,  by  instrument  of 
writing  duly  executed  under  the  hand  of  the  Post- 
master Q-eneral  and  the  seal  of  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  be  deemed 
guilty  of  felony,  and  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding 1500,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  five 
years,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  propose  to  call  the  pre- 
vious question  on  my  amendment;  but  I -will 
first  yield  to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
[Mr.  Harris  J  who  wishes  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment in  favor  of  free  newspapers. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  I  move  to 
amend  by  addins  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Kew  York  [Mr.  Potter]  the 
following : 

Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  so 
construed  as  to  repeal  or  in  anyw^sd  change  the  law 
as  it  now  exists  in  regard  to  the  sending  of  news- 
papers free  by  the  publishers  thereof. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Potter]  accept  this  as  a 
modification  of  his  amendment  7 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  am  willing  to  accept  the 
amendment  as  a  modification  of  my  proposi- 
tion, to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  third  sec- 
tion; and  I  now  demand  tho  previous  ques* 
tion. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
80.  noes  89. 

So  the  previous  question  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  to  recommit  the 
bill  and  pending  amendments. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Have  the  amendments 
been  printed? 

The  SPEAKER.    They  have  not. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Then  I  suggest  that  they 
be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SAROENT.  I  move  that  the  bill  and 
pending  amendments  be  ordered  to  be  print- 
ed, and  that  they  be  recommitted  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  motion  will  be 
amended  so  that  the  Committee  on  the  Post 
Office  and  Post  Roads  will  have  leave  to  report 
back  at  any  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  requires  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  make  that  motion,  for 
if  that  be  not  done  the  recommittal  of  the  bill 
kills  it  for  this  session. 

Mr.  SAROENT.  I  do  not  yield  to  the  mo- 
tion to  rf'port  at  any  time. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  I  shall  demand  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  recommit,  for 
without  the  privilege  of  reporting  at  any  time, 
to  recommit  the  bill  is  to  kill  it. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  bill  and  amendments 
have  got  the  whole  matter  into  such  confusion 
that  it  is  impossible  for  the  House  to  disen- 
tangle and  understand  it  this  morning  with  so 
few  minutes  of  the  morning  hour  left. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  There  is  no  confusion 
about  it ;  and  I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  gentleman's  motion. 

The  House  divided  ;  and  there  were — ayes 
thirteen  ;  not  a  sufficient  number. 

Mr.  BEATT Y  demanded  tellers  on  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Tellers  were  refused. 

So  the  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  ordered  to 
be  printed  and  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SARGENT  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  and  amendments  were 
recommitted ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAGE  FROM  THB  8BNATB. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  Mr.  Sympson,  one  of  its  clerks,  notifying 
the  House  that  that  body  had  adopted  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
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bill   (H.  R.  No.  622)  granting  a  pension  to 
Ki chard  B.  Crawford. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  pasSed  bills  and  a  joint  resolution 
of  the  following  titles,  wiihoat  amendment: 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  B.  No.  108)  granting 
condemned  cannon  for  the  erection  of  a  sol- 
diers' monument  at  Mound  City,  Illinois ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  2206)  for  the  relief  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  United  States 
steamer  Kearsarge ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1670)  for  the  relief  of 
Isaac  B.  Kinkead; 

An  act  (U.  R.  No.  1782)  in  relation  to 
bounties; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1303)  to  amend  the  6r8t 
seclion  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide 
for  the  disposition  of  useless  military  reserva- 
tions," approved  February  24,  1871 ; 

An  act  (H;  R.  No.  1238)  to  remove  the 
charge  of  desertion  against  Daniel  Orner,  late 
a  private  in  company  H,  ninety- first  regiment 
Pennsylvania  volunteers ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1180)  to  extend  the  time 
for  filing  claims  for  additional  bounty  under 
theactof  July  28,  1866; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1720)  to  confirm  the 
title  of  John  Boyer  to  certain  lands  therein 
described ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  535)  for  the  relief  of 
Asa  M.  Trimble ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1781)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  deliver  condemned  ord- 
nance to  certain  soldiers'  monumental  associa* 
tions;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  2246)  for  the  relief  of 
James  T.  Johnston,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  .passed  bills  of  the  House  of  the  follow- 
ing titles,  with  amendments ;  in  which  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  was  requested: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1866)  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  Frances  A.  McKinney  ; 

An  act  (E,  R.  No.  838)  to  provide  that 
minors  shall  not  be  enlisted  in  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  without  the  consent 
of  parents  or  guardians ;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1776)  declaring  the  lands 
constituting  the  Fort  Collins  military  reserva- 
tion, in  the  Territory  of  Colorado,  subject  to 
preemption  and  homestead  entry,  as  provided 
for  in  existing  laws. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles; 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  was 
requested : 

An  act  (S.  No.  486)  for  the  relief  of  Brevet 
Colonel  Emeric  Szabad ; 

An  act  (8.  No.  869)  for  the  relief  of  certain 
citizens  of  Glasgow,  Missouri ; 

An  act  (8.  No.  618)  authorizing  compensa- 
tion to  the  members  of  companv  B,  fourteenth 
infantry,  for  property  destroyed  by  fire  on  the 
Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad  ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  448)  to  establish  a  system 
of  deposits,  to  prevent  desertion,  and  to 
elevate  the  condition  of  the  rank  and  file  in  the 
Army; 

An  act  (S.  No.  569)  for  the  relief  of  Cali- 
fornia and  Nevada  veteran  volunteers  honor- 
ably discharged  at  points  distant  from  original 
place  of  enlistment ; 

An  act  (8.  No.  769)  to  close  the  accounts 
of  R.  E.  De  Russy,  late  colonel  corps  of  en- 
gineers, deceased  ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  607)  to  establish  the  pay  of 
enlisted  men  of  the  Army ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  446)  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  **  An  act  to  establish  and  to  protect 
national  cemeteries,"  approved  February  22, 
1867 ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  711)  explanatory  of  joint 
resolution  approved  July  11,  1870,  entitled 
'^  Joint  resolution  amendatory  of  joint  reso- 
lution for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Army,"  'approved  July  26,  1866; 

An  act  (8.  No.  626)  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
certain  public  property  at  Augusta,  Qeorgia ; 


An  act  (S.  No.  490)  for  the  relief  of  the 
East  Tennessee  University; 

An  act  (S.  No.  228)  for  the  relief  of  James 
Murphy ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  807)  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  pay  certain  certificates 
issued  for  fortification  purposes  in  Lawrence, 
Kansas ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  609)  to  reduce  the  limits  of 
the  military  reservation  at  Fort  Stanton,  New 
Mexico ; 

An  act  (S.  No.  778)  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  women  nurses  during  the  war; 

An  act  (S.  No.  608)  to  correct  an  error  in 
the  act  approved  February  24,  1871 ;  and 

An  act  (8.  No.  936)  relinquishing  certain 
wharf  property  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

HAIL  PROPOSALS  AND  CONTRAOTS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  TYNER,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1930)  relating  to 
proposals  and  contracts  for  transportation  of 
the  mails,  and  for  other  purposes,  with  amend- 
ments by  the  Senate,  was  taken  from  the 
Speaker*8  table,  and  it  was  ordered  that  the 
bill  and  amendments  be  printed  and  returned 
to  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  TYNER.  I  give  notice  that  I  desire  to 
call  up  this  bill,  with  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  on  an  early  day. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINB88. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  are  no  further 
reports  from  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office 
and  Post  Roads,  as  only  five  minutes  of  the 
morning  hour  remain,  the  Chair  will  not  pro- 
ceed to  call  to-day  the  next  committee,  as  its 
business  would  be  liable  to  be  displaced  at  the 
close  of  five  minutes. 

STAFV  0FFICBR8  IN  THB  NAYT. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  introduce,  for  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Naval  Affairs,  a  bill  to  construe  certain  acts 
relating  to  the  rank  of  staff  officers  in  the  Navy. 

Mr.  BEATTY.    I  objecL 

RICUARD  B.  CRAWFORD. 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  rise  to  make  a  privileged 
report.  I  make  the  following  report  from  a 
committee  of  conference. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

The  committee  of  conference  in  the  matter  of  the 
dieafirreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  in  relation  to 
the  bill  (U.  R.  No.  622)  ffrantins  a  pension  to  Rich- 
ard B.  Crawford,  after  a  full  and  free  conference  rec- 
ommend that  the  House  recede  from  its  disagree- 
ment to  the  Senate  amendment,  and  oobcor  in  said 
amendment. 

J.  H.  MOORE. 

£.  D.  PBCK. 

JOHN  T.  BIRD. 
Managert  on  the  part  of  the  ffoU9€. 

GEORGE  F.  EDMUNDS. 
D.  D.  PRATT, 
ELI  SAULSBURY, 
Manaoert  on  ike  part  of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  desire  for  the  information 
of  the  House  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  refer- 
ence to  this  conference  report.  It  is  of  import- 
ance that  the  House  should  distinctly  under- 
stand the  point  which  is  here  involved  in  con- 
nection with  the  graniiog  of  pensions.  A  few 
remarks,  therefore,  by  way  of  explanation  of 
the  report,  I  think  are  indispensable. 

The  House  asked  this  committee  of  confer- 
ence not  simply  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the 
question  involved  in  this  particular  bill,  but  in 
order  that  some  sort  of  an  agreement  might  be 
come  to  between  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  of  the  House  and  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions  of  the  Senate  in  reference  to 
what  should  be  the  future  course  pursued  in 
granting  relief  to  persons  who  come  here  ask- 
ing for  pensions.  As  is  known  to  the  House, 
and  as  has  been  repeatedly  stated  by  myself  on 
this  floor,  the  committee  of  the  House  pro- 
posed to  discriminate  as  to  the  meritorious 
character  of  claimants. 

Where  there  was  a  special  hardship  we  pro- 
posed, to  the  extent  of  the  demands  of  justice, 
to  give  relief  in  that  particular  individual  case. 


Where  persons  bad  been  preTsoted 
receiving  their  pensions  by  some  mere  tea- 
nicalityi  we  proposed  to  relieve  them  toti* 
extent  to  which  they  asked  relief;  that  ij,ij 
allow  the  pension  to  date  back  to  the  tiffl«  &: 
which  the  right  to  a  peni*ioQ  sccraed.  But, 
where  the  case  was  not  of  so  strong  a  cIivk- 
ter  as  this,  where  there  was  any  defect  por 
ing  out  of  the  fault  of  the  person,  ve  pro- 
posed to  grant  relief  only  from  the  d&ie  tf 
the  passage  of  the  act. 

But  in  every  instance  where  we  have  pund 
bills  making  the  pensions  date  back  to  itt 
time  when  the  right  accmed,  the  Seoare  bat 
sent  back  those  bills  with  an  ameodiDeat  ouu 
ing  the  pension  date  from  the  passage  of  i&e 
act.  In  the  committee  of  conference  vesikni 
the  Senate  committee  whether  ihej  kid 
adopted  a  rule  applicable  alike  to  all  cases 
which  would  arise.  They  said  they  had  dwe 
so ;  that  it  was  their  unalterable  rule  to  grut 
relief  only  from  the  date  of  the  passage  of  tv. 
act ;  and  that  in  no  case  by  special  act  U 
they  propose  to  grant  any  arrears  of  peosoi 
whatever. 

Now,  I  desire  to  say  that  when  they  t»*k 
that  position  at  the  other  end  of  the  Ctfi'd 
we  felt  that  we  could  do  no  better  ibiu 
accept  the  best  they  would  give.  We  pn-fOM 
to  con6rm  our  action  to  the  action  of  the  ^o* 
ate.  That  is  all  we  can  do  for  those  peno«i 
who  are  making  claims  here  for  relief.  Wiiiie 
the  House  has  taken  the  position  adopted  b?  its 
own  committee,  that  there  were  cases  of  pen 
liar  hardships  which  ought  to  berelicTi^br 
dating  the  pension  back  prior  to  the  paist|* 
of  the  act,  the  Senate  absolutely  refos^/^ 
grant  any  such  relief.  We  accepted  iheicti')a 
of  the  Senate  as  a  matter  of  neces&itj,  sot 
feeling  that  we  were  doing  exact  justice  u 
these  cases ;  but  it  is  all  that  this  Uoomcu 
have  the  privilege  of  doing  for  these  lafiem.; 
claimants,  who  demand  justice  as  weiluiit^ 
erality  at  our  hands.  I  think  it  is  a  bad  m 
but  all  that  this  House  can  do  is  to  aceti^ 
what  the  Senate  will  give  us.  I  nioTe  ce&car 
rence  in  the  report  of  the  committee. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  confereof? 
was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  MOORE  moved  to  reconsider  the f^tt 

by  which  the  report  was  concorred  in ;  and  jujJ 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  U:^ 
on  th^  table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ELECTION  CONTEST,  TIHRD  DISTBICT  OF  OHIO. 

Mr.  McCRARY,  from  the  Commiiiee  of 
Elections,  reported  that  the  committee  "« 
had  under  consideration  the  petition  of  "■ 
H.  Blair  and  others,  electors  of  the  ^t:ri 
congressional  district  of  Ohio,  asking  le*" 
to  take  testimony  in  the  contest  of  the  ?r» 
of  Hon.  Lewis  D.  Campbell,  and  al»  ue 
answer  of  Mr.  Campbeij.  to  that  pet:tion,  wa 
had  instructed  him  to  report  back  the  pet'nw 
adversely  and  to  move  that  it  be  m  up^- 
tbe  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

IRRBOULARITIKS  IN  TEXAS. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  ask  nnanimons  coo«rt| 
to  offer  the  following  preamble  and  resolnif . 

Whereas  it  is  alleged  that  rosi jnt^j^fj 
have  existed  and  do  still  oxiafc  lathe  sdminumu» 
of  the  revenue  laws  in  the  State  of  Texw.  »«^' 
the  revenue  is  defrauded  of  larve  roio>^?,u« 
and  individuals  have  also  been  Mfr'^^^  !^tf 
unjust  and  discrimiDating  aotioo  of  eewojT^t 
who  have  been  intrusted  with  the  «>i;^*  {, 
thereof,  and  in  other  insUnces  parties  no^k^^. 
guilty  of  offenses  under  said  lawshaveewj^  ^^ 
ooDvictioo,  and  punishmeot  for  sach  o»«»*J  Aj^j 
culpable  negleot  aud  refusal  to  tase  fto^ .  r^ 
therein  on  the  part  of  the  officer  charged  viw 
duty :  Therefore,  .  .       ,  tr.„  ui 

Be  a  rteolved.  That  the  Committee  of  WW'  „^ 
Means  be  authorised  and  instrueted  to  m  ^ 
into  the  condition  of  affairs  relating  fj  "  i,^ 
ministration  and  enforcement  of  the  rerw"^  ^^ 


omcers  oi  me  revenue  or  omoruiuvvi  «"jr-:  f  .  m* 
Oovernmont  have  prostituted  their  ©■j^i'l'iii 
sonai  ends  or  other  porpoaes;  or  whewer  »• 
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bave  oalpably  neglected  to  perform  their  oflBioial 
lUties,  and  that  the  committee  have  power  to  send 
fur  persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Unless  there  are  specific 
charges  iu  writing,  pointing  to  individuals 
and  offenses,  I  object  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  CONNER.  There  are  specific  charges. 
I  bold  in  my  hand  affidavits. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  resolution  is  ob- 
jected to. 

Mr.  CONNER.  I  do  not  understand  the 
gentleman  from  California  to  object. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Yes,  I  object  to  the  scandal 
of  attempting  investigation  without  specific 
charges. 

WIDOW  OF  GUSTAYUS  A.  L00MI8. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (U.  R.  No.  2257)  granting  a 
pension  to  the  widow  of  Colonel  Gustavus  A. 
Lioomis;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
ti  me,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Inyalid 
Pensions. 

CANNON  FOR  SOLDIBBS'  MONUMENTS. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, introduced  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No. 
1.^2)  granting  condemned  cannon  for  soldiers' 
monuments  at  Waterbury,  Middletown,  and 
Meriden,  Conneciicut;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

LAND  DISTRICTS  IN  NEBRASKA. 

Mr.  KETCHAM,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands,  asked  that  the  House  con- 
cnr  in  Senate  bill  ^o.  770,  to  erect  two  new 
land  districts  in  the  State- of  Nebraska. 

Mr.  HO L MAN.  If  there  was  any  recom- 
mendation from  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior, 
I  should  like  to  hear  it  read. 

Mr.  KETCHAM.  I  have  here  a  letter  from 
Ihe  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
which  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Department  op  the  Interior, 

Grnbhal  Land  Offiok, 
Washington,  D.  C,  March  25, 1872. 

8iR :  Beferring  to  your  personal  oaU  of  this  mom- 
ins,  and  responding  to  your  request  that  I  should 
eive  you  my  opinion  as  to  the  bill  now  before  Con- 
mrtsa  creating  two  new  land  districts  in  the  State  of 
Nebraska,  I  have  the  honor  to  say,  that  upon  ex- 
amination I  find  the  arrangement  of  the  old  districts 
unsatisfactory,  and  that  they  do  not  afford  sufficient 
facilities  to  the  people  of  the  newer  seotions  of  the 
State,  where  surveys  are  now  being  prosecuted  and 
settlements  made. 

Under  former  laws  the  remedy  for  this  was  found 
la  the  removal  of  land  offices  from  point  to  point,  as 
aottlements  extended,  cash  entries  being  virtually 
closed  when  made  at  the  local  offices;  but  under  the 
homestead  laws  parties  have  five  years  in  which  to 
make  final  proof,  and  therefore  the  land  offices  now 
open  cannot  be  removed  without  great  inconven- 
ience to  those  who  have  made  homestead  entries  in 
their  vicinity. 

For  these  reasons.  I  think  the  pablio  would  be 
benefited  by  increasing  the  number  of  districts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

WILLIS  dkumm6nd, 

Oommitnoner, 
Hon.  John  Taffb,  Houie  of  Bepre$eni€Uive». 

No  objection  was  made,  and  the  bill  received 
its  several  readings,  and  was  passed. 

PAMINB  IN  PERSIA. 

Mr.  SPRAGUE,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented the  following  memorial ;  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs: 

To  the  JumorahU   Oongre»»  of    the  U»Ued    Siatet 

aatembUd  : 
That  a  desolating  famine  exists  in  many  districts 
of  the  Persian  nation  is  a  well-established  fact. 
Thousands  have  already  died  and  thousands  more 
must  soon  perish  if  suooor  is  not  speedily  rendered. 
This  the  Persian  nation  cannot  or  will  not  afford, 
and  the  necessity  for  foreign  relief  is  most  urgent. 
The  magnitude  of  the  calamity,  the  great  distance 
between  them  and  us,  and  the  difficulties  of  cum- 
muoication  are  such  as  to  prevent  private  benevo- 
lence, unaided,  from  effectually  reaching  them.  We 
therefore  respectfully  petition  you  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  you  may  think  best  to  bring  the  subject 
before  the  public  mind,  and  provide  ways  and  means 
for  collecting  and  disbursing  the  charities  of  the 
benevolent  who  may  wish  to  remember  them  in 
their  adversity.  JAMES  A.  BATES. 

JOHN  A.BKOWN. 
And  others. 


CLAIMS  AGAINST  THK  WAR  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  STOUGHTON,  by  unanimoas  consent, 
from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  sub- 
mitted a  report  in  writing  upon  the  bill  (H. 
H.  No.  564)  to  amend  an  act  to  restrict  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  certain  demands  for 
?[uartermaster's  stores  and  subsistence  supplies 
urnished  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
approved  July  4, 1864 ;  which  was  recommitted 
to  the  committee,  not  to  be  brought  back 
by  a  motion  to  reconsider,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ROSS  F.  HORRBLL. 

Mr.  HAYS,  by  unanimous  consent,  reported 
back  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  the 
paemorial  of  Rose  F.  Morrell  for  a  pension, 
and  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JAMES  8.  READ. 

Mr.  BUFFINTON,  by  unanimous  consent, 
reported  back  from  the  Committee  on  Accounts 
the  papers  in  the  case  of  James  S.  Read,  and 
moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from 
its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HORACE  TTLBR. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  ask  unanimoas  consent 
that  Senate  bill  No.  686,  for  the  relief  of  Horace 
Tyler,  be  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  the  bill  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

FIFTEEN-INCH  RIFLED  GUNS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  by  unanimous 
consent,  from  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, reported  back  the  letters  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  and  Admiral  Porter,  recom- 
mending an  appropriation  of  $40,000  to  pur- 
chase fifteen- inch  rifled  guns,  and  moved  that 
the  same  be  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recom- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MEXICAN  BORDER  OUTRAGES. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  jof  New  York.  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  submjt  and  have  adopted  now 
a  preamble  and  resolution  which  I  send  to  the 
Clerk's  desk  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Whereas  a  presentment  of  a  ffrand  jury  in  the 
United  States  court  at  Brownsyiile,  Texas,  declares 
that  since  1865.  Mexican  armed  bands,  ander  Mexi- 
can officers,  have  invaded  the  United  States,  and  that 
General  Cortina,  an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  Mexi- 
can army,  has  leried  war  upon  the  United  States, 
murdered  citixens,  and  robbed  mails,  and  stolen 
cattle,  horses,  andother  property ;  and  whereas  there 
are  like  outrages  upon  the  Territory  of  Arisona : 
Therefore, 

Be  it  reaolved.  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  House  this  or  any  other  like 
grand  jury  presentment  in  Texas,  and  also  all  inform- 
ation he  has  or  communications  made  to  him  respect- 
ing Mexican  outrages  upon  or  in  the  Territory  of 
AriEona. 

Mr.  HALE.    I  object. 

R.  N.  GBER. 

The  SPEAKER  announced  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Foster  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Lansing  of  New 
Yiork,  and' Mr.  Harris  of  Virginia,  as  the  con- 
ferees on  the  part  of  the  House  upon  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  upon  the  bill 
of  the  House  No.  1228,  for  the  relief  of  R.  N. 
Geer. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  call  for 
the  regular  order  of  business. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  desire  to  submit  a  resolu- 
tion for  information. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  must  insist 
upon  the  regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  is  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesteraay,  being  House 


bill  No.  1427,  revising  and  amending  the  laws 
relative  to  the  mints,  assay  offices,  and  coin- 
age of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that 
the  rules  be  suspended  and  the  House  now 
resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state .  of  the  Union  on  the  Senate 
amendments  to  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  think 
we  had  better  go  on  with  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness of  yesterday. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  to  go  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  is  in  order. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Garfield,  of  Ohio ;  and  it  was  agreed  to 
upon  a- division — ayes  seventy-seven,  noes  not 
counted. 

LEQISLATIYB  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  accordingly  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Wheeler  in  the  chair,)  and  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  amendments 
of  the  Senate  to  House  bill  No.  1060,  making 
appropriations  for  the  legislatiye,  executive^ 
and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  ending  June  SO,  1878,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  thirty- sixth  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from  $50,000 
to  $25,000  in  the  following  clause  relating  to 
the  Treasury  Department: 

For  furniture,  such  as  earpets,  desks,  tables,  chairs, 
shelving  for  file-rooms,  boxes,  and  repairs  of  furni- 
ture, oases,  oil-ololb,  mafctioK^  rugs,  chair-covers 
and  cushions,  repairs  and  laying  of  carpets,  and 
other  miMellaneottS  articles  of  the  like  character, 
125.000. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mended non-concurrence  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  This  amendment  certainly 
ought  to  be  concurred  in.  It  is  very  seldom 
that  the  Senate  makes  a  mistake  by  reducing 
too  low  an  item  of  appropriation  in  a  House 
appropriation  bill.  The  Senate  thinks  that 
$25,000  is  sufficient  for  this  purpose,  and  I 
hope  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  will  be 
concurred  in. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  was  before  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  in  regard  to  these  items  and 
went  over  them  caretnily.  The  amendment 
of  the  Senate  coming  to  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  stating 
all  the  facts,  and  convinced  the  committee  that 
the  Senate  had  made  too  great  a  reduction  in 
this  item  of  appropriation.  We  therefore  rec* 
ommend  non* concurrence,  so  that  there  may 
be  some  adjustment  of  the  amount  between 
the  figures  we  adopted  and  the  figures  named 
by  the  Senate.  1  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  not  to  insist  upon  » 
concurrence  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
and  we  will  put  it  as  low  as  we  can. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  In  the  hope  that  it  may 
be  reduced  to  some  fair  sum  by  a  committee 
of  conference,  I  will  not  oppose  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  non-con- 
curred in. 

The  thirty- eighth  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  to  the  following  paragraph : 

Office  of  the  Assistant  TreASurer  at  New  York : 
For  Assistant  Treasurer.  $8.000 :  for  deputy  Assist- 
ant Treasurer,  $3,600;  ohio£i  of  division,  tellers, 
registers,  clerks,  book-keepers,  messengers,  keeper 
of  biilding,  watchmen,  engineer,  detectives,  and 
porter.  $137;942:  in  all,  $U9.»42. 

Strike  out  the  following:  "chiefs  of  division,  tell- 
ers, registers,  clerks,  book-keepers,  messen|[ers, 
keeper  of  building,  watchmen,  engineer,  detectives, 
and  porter.  $137,942,"  and  insert  in  lien  thereof  the 
follovriug: 

Cashier  and  chief  clerk,  $4,200;  chief  of  coin  di- 
vision, $4,000;  chief  of  general  pay  division,  $3,000} 
assistant  chief  of  general  pay  division.  $2.200 ;  chief 
of  currency  receiving  division,  $3,000;  assistant 
chief  of  currency  receiving  division,  $2,200;  chief  of 
registered  interest  division,  $2.800 ;  general  par  teUb- 
er.$2»800;  assistant  general  pay  taller,  $2,400;  oeift 
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1,200  :o 

,  —uh.  »T." 

M  o(  building,  |1. 


.512  { 


one  masaeaEar,  pOO ;  out  keeper  o 

one  ongioeer,  »I.OOO;  ODO  porler, _   

moD,  *t  two dollknperdtyeuh. 14,380:  onawatoh- 
msD,  KOO:  cbitS  dal«DtiTa.  11.800;  Baaiatuit  de- 
UatiTB,  11,400. 

The  Committen  on  AppropriationH  recom- 
oiended  uon  concarreuce. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Commit- 
tee on  AppiopnationB  are  satisQed  thai  the 
pniicipia  of  this  amendment  of  the  Striate  is 
a  good  one,  aamel;,  inHtead  of  making  an 
appropriation  in  the  lump,  Bpecifjing  the  ob- 
jects tor  which  the  money  ia  lo  be  paid.  The 
reason  vhy  the  committee  recommend  non- 
concurrence  in  the  amendment  is  ihal  the 
amount  has  been  incieased,  and  we  desire  to 
b&ve  a  coofereoce  with  ibe  Senate  and  perhaps 
adopt  their  plan  of  distributing  the  motie;, 
and  atlhe  aame  lime  gel  them  back,  if  we  can, 
to  the  House  tiguree. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  non-con- 
curred in. 

The  Clerk  read  the  Ihirtj-nintb  amendment, 
as  follows: 

Slrlka  nut  tba  follawinct  "  for  Dlerki  and  ma!<sea- 


tbafolJowing: 
Farpai>ia«lellar.t2.an:<i 


The  CHAIRMAN.  Thecommittee  recom- 
mend noO'COncurrence  in  this  amendment. 

Hr.  OAKFIELD,  of  Ohio..  Non-concur- 
rence is  recommended  In  this  amendment  ftt 
welt  ai  the  fortieth  and  farl;-Brst  for  the  aame 
reason  which  1  have  explained  oa  applicable 
to  the  thirty-eighth  amendment. 

The  amendmentwas  non-concurred  in. 

The  fortieth  and  fortj-first  amendments 
were  road,  and  uoa-concarred  in. 

Hr.  L.  MYERS.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  come  in  at  the  foot  of  page  29. 

Ilie  CHAIRUAK.  Is  there  objection  to 
retnniiog  to  page  29  for  Che  purpose  of  an 
amendment?    The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Hr.  L.  MYERS.  I  move  to  amend  the 
fortieth  amendment  of  the  Senate  by  striking 
oat,  aa  the  aalary  of  the  chief  interest  clerk 
of  the  Assistant  Treasurer  at  Philadelphia, 
"$1,900"  and  inserting  "$2,400;"  also,  by 
■trikingon!,aitheBBlBr;  of  the  registered  inter- 
est clerk,  "$1,700"  and  inserting  "$2,400." 

Hr.  HOLHAN.  I  object  to  this  amend- 
ment.    It  ■-  -     ■  ... 


in  the  House  an  appropriation  for  these 
officers  was  made  in  gross.  The  Senate  bai 
separated  the  itema ;  but  by  some  accident, 
either  in  the  Senate  or  in  the  committee,  the 
estimates  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as  to 
theae  two  officers  have  not  been  conformed  to. 
Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  the  amendment  cannot  be  entertuned, 
as  it  proposes  to  amend  an  amendment  of 
the  Senate  which  has  already  been  non-con- 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  point  oT  order  is 
well  taken  if  the  statement  of  the  gentleman 
ffom  Indiana  [Hr.  HolmahI  is  correcL 

Mr.L.MYERS.  Dolunderstsnd theChair 
to  say  that  my  amendment  is  out  of  order ;  that 
when  the  Committee  on  Appro priatlona  rec- 
ommend non-concurreoco  in  an  amendment, 
I  may  not  move  to  amend  that  amendment? 

Hr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Wehavealready 
p«tsed  on  the  qaestion. 


Hr.  L.  MYERS.  1  ask  thsChair  to  decide 
the  point  of  order. 

The  GHAIRHAN.  If  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  be  cor- 
rect aa  to  the  matter  of  fact,  the  point  of  order 
is  well  taken, 

Hr.  L.  MYERS.    As  to  what  fact? 

The  CHAIRMAN,  As  to  the  fact  that  the 
amendment  has  been  non-concurred  in. 

Hr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     That  ia  the  fact. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Then  there  is  nothing 
to  which  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  can  apply. 

The  forty-eighth  amendment  was  read,  aa 
foUowa ; 

Strikeout  "14.500,"  an  the  salary  of  the  OMajwat 
Sew  YdiIi,  snd  insert  "  U.00O." 

The  Committee  on  Appropriationa  recom- 


Ht.  HOLMAN.  It  Hcems  to  me  that  we 
ought  to  concur  in  this  amendment.  The  bill 
propones  to  appropriate  for  the  salary  of  the 
auperinlendeniof  ihe  assay  office  at  New  York 
£4,500,  nnd  for  salary  of  aesayer  the  Game 
amount.  The  Senate  proposes  to  ameod  bj 
reducing  to  $3,000  the  amount  to  be  paid  to 
the  latter  officer,  I  would  inquire  of  the  gen- 
tlemsii  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  whether 
$S,O00  has  not  been  the  salary  heretofore? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  state  to 
the  gentleman  the  reason  why  the  committee 

me^nt.  Tho  very  question  as  to  the  amounts 
which  should  be  appropriated  for  lalaciea  of 
these  officers  was  raised  in  the  House  when 
this  bill  was  under  consideration;  and  the 
House  inserted  $4,S0O  as  the  salary  of  the 
aaaayer  and  the  deputy  treasurer  respectively. 
I  will  remark  furUier  that  the  salaries  of  all 
officers  of  the  assay  office  of  New  York  are 
fixed  nnder  the  provisions  of  law  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  I  think  that  a  bad 
arrangement.  I  believe  the  salaries  ought  Co 
be  fixed  by  law,  and  that  no  head  of  a  Depart- 
ment should  be  charged  with  fixing  the  rate 
of  such  salaries.  But  the  law  is  as  I  have 
stated;  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has 
fixed  $4,600  as  the  salary  of  each  of  these  offi- 
cers. Last  year,  however.  Congress  appropri- 
ated bnt  $3,000  for  this  purpose,  and  that  was 
the  amount  which  each  officer  received.  This 
year  we  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  stating  that  the  law  anthoriies 
him  to  fix  the  salary  of  these  officers;  that  he 
had  fixed  it  at  $4,600,  ahd  be  believed  the  offi- 
cers could  collect  Chat  amounC  through  Che 
courts.  The  committee  reported  Che  facta  to 
Che  House,  and  the  House  agreed  to  appropri- 
ate $4,000.  The  Senate  baa  reduced  the  ap- 
propriation in  each  case  Co  $3,000.  Bnt  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  so  far  as  I  am 
able  to  tell  from  the  consultation  I  have  had 
with  different  members,  are  willing  Co  coocnr 
in  Chese  two  amendments.  We,  however,  felt 
ouraelvea  In8truc*«d  by  the  action  of  the  House 
to  report  in  favor  of  non-concurrence.  At  the 
aame  time  we  are  ready  to  let  Che  House 
determine  the  question. 

Hr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  law  fixes  these  sal- 
aries at  $4,500,  I  do  not  regard  it  as  wiae 
policy  for  us  to  appropriate  any  less  sum: 
for  we  are  all  aware  that  in  such  acaae  the  full 
amount  would  sooner  or  later  be  paid.  I  sug- 
gest to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  that  there 
IS  an  evil  here  which  ought  to  be  remedied, 
for  the  salary  of  the  ossayer  and  Che  salary  o'f 
the  melter  and  refiner  ooght  not  to  be  the 
game  as  the  salary  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  assay  office  at  New  York;  Chat  is,  they 
ought  not  lo  be  all  put  at  $4,600.  1  do  not 
think  it  is  a  wise  policy.  The  Senate  pro- 
posed to  make  the  salary  of  the  assa^er  $3,000, 
and  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  injosCice  in 
making  this  discrimination  between  the  salary 
of  the  superiutendciiC  auii  the  assayer. 

Mr.   GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.      I  do 


ing  it  along.    It  ia  a  question  whether,  if  we 


eoncnr  with  the  Senate  io  Ihis  sntndgMt. 
these  gentlemen  woold  not  come  in  ud  mt 
claim  under  the  law  for  thnr  saWfudpi 
the  fiill  amount. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  haTenodonbtiadinaiJ 
be  the  resnlL 

Mr.  aARFIGLD.ofOhio.  But  it  og«li(u 
have  been  provided  for  in  thii  leclion,  iki 
their  salaries  should  be  as  ike  Seniu  p, 
poses.  The  gentleman  from  Indisu  aiin^ 
ready  to  reserve  points  of  order,  snd  bt  rt- 
served  points  of  order  on  this  ippropriitiM  I 
bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  never  teiempoinnof  I 
order  upon  amendments  which  sre  in  [Ik  I 
interest  of  economy. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  TliefeDilFBu 
has  reserved  points  of  order  whicli  would  in- 
vent any  new  legislation  in  any  of  lliG«tpj>n 
priation  bills,  and  new  legislatioa  it  iia;cwiT 
in  order  to  make  the  change.  ' 

Hr.  HOLUAN.  On  tbisstateineat  of  lit  I 
facts  1  withdraw  mj  olyeclioB  lo  llit  ncnr  ' 
mendalion  of  the   Comcniltee  osAppnfiit' 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  obicctiiin  bnu 
withdrawn,  the  amendment  of  IheStmUTJ 
be  non-concurred  In. 

The  Clerk  read  the  forly-nintb  amcsdow  i 
of  che  Senate,  as  follows: 

Strike  oat  "t4,NI0."  and  iDsat"$3.(»1;"HU'i1l 
read.  "  for  aalair  of  depvtr  Irsuuer,  »,a>l.- 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  am  aatooished  ihit  ik 
gentleman  from  Indiana  is  so  eaiilj  cDOTiud 
OS  to  withdraw  his  objection  to  ike  ra«i 
mendation  of  the  Committee  on  Appropn 
lions  in  non-concurring  in  the  fort]  eijlri 
amendment  of  the  Senate.  Hegenenllj'iptD^ 
half  an  hour  over  an  increase  of  jmuJ  ' 
here  is  an  increase  of  $3,000,  tl,50U  in  wi 
case,  and  he  withdraws  all  objectiuo,  iIlIkji 
be  has  expressed  himself  as  perfecll;  iiuiS:<l 
that  the  Senate  amendment  makbe>b(ndll^ 
lion  ought  to  prevail.  Thiseiceedinglj^ii^  I 
lionable  sulyecC  of  legislation  asi  r«ftnEil  u 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treonry,  and  be  w-n 
the  salary  of  these  two  officers  from  iS.TOv) 
$4,600,  although  this  House  hsd  osl;  nco* 
mended  $3,000  for  each  of  ihem.  [tliiiitu< 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  hid  no  right  aai^ 
such  action,  and  increase  the  lalsc;  of  its' 
officers  $l,600each.  It  wasmereljsiiinaiij 
of  courtesy  that  we  permilled  the  qiitsuonw 
noQ- concurrence,  not  because  il  eiiirtswdiH 
opinion  of  Che  CommiCCae  on  Appropnuiou 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  On  this  new  sisttsiMtt. 
the  facts  in  the  case  I  must  insist  os  m;  pi^F? 
sition.  Il  seems  now  that  the  Sessle  sbidI 
meat  onght  to  be  concurred  in. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  loo  l»teloj=s* 
on  the  proposition  in  reference  lo  tbt  "^ 
eighth  amendment,  as  that amendotaatbu  HO 

Hr.  SARGENT.  I  thinkwehadbellwW'- 
cur  in  the  Senate  amendment. 

The  CHAIRHAN.  That  can  only  be  <i« 
by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr,  HOLMAN.     There  will  be  BorfiJ«"« 


The  CHAIRMAN.  Is  ihere  "bjedio"  tj 
the  question  being  (oken  on  the fortjeipi' 
amendment  of  the  Senate? 

Mr.  L.  HYERS.     Yes,  sir ;  I  objtrt. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  did  not  ond^rtlM"  i"; 
we  bad  reached  the  forty-ninlbameadoW" 
the  Senate,  .   ,    . 

TheCHAIRMAN.  TheCh»rli»dd«l«« 
the  octioo  of  the  committee  on  the  (ortj-t'l''^^ 
amendment,  and  the  forty-ninth  smendBf- 
was  read  by  the  Clerk.  ■■ , 

Mr.SARQENT,  Isupposedl-rusp"'"/ 
on  Ihe  forty-eighth  amendment  of  the  StW 

TheCHAIRMAN.  Theforly-eilhliM"'" 
ment  had  been  passed  and  the  foil!"" 
amendment  reported  by  Uie  Clerk. 

Hr.  HOLHAN.  We  can  hare  s  'ote  " 
the  queslion  In  the  House,  „  ^, 

Hr.  SARGENT.  Isil  toolfttt'*'*'™' 
division  T 
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The  CHAIRMAN.  It  is  too  late  except  by 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.    I  object. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  qaestion  now  re- 
curs on  concarrence  in  the  forty-ninth  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate, 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  They  both  sUnd  upon  the 
same  footing. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  hope  the  House  will 
concur  in  the  forty-ninth  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  I  presume  it  is  not  too  late  to  ha?e  a 
vote  on  that  amendment. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  ques- 
tion is  to  be  put  on  the  forty-ninth  amendment, 
I  wish  to  be  heard.  It  relates  to  the  deputy 
treasurer  of  the  assay  office  at  New  York. 
His  salary  by  law  is  $4,600,  that  is  to  say,  as 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  has  stated,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  authorized  to 
Bx  his  salary,  and  he  flxed  it  at  $4,600,  and 
the  committee  had  the  evidence  of  that  fact 
before  them.  The  Senate  propose  to  reduce 
it  $1,600  below  what  the  law  has  fixed,  and 
the  gentleman  from  California  wants  concur- 
rence in  that  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  to  show  me  the  statute  which  fixed 
his  salary  at  $4,600.     I  say  that  is  not  the  law. 

Mr.  POTTER.  And  I  answer  the  gentle- 
man that  the  chairman  of  his  committee  has 
just  stated  that  the  law  fixed  this  salary  as  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  should  prescribe. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  matter  was  fully  dis- 
cussed in  the  committee,  and  I  say  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  very  doubtful  construction  whether  the 
Secretary  had  any  right  to  raise  the  salary. 
That  was  the  view  taken  by  the  last  House. 
The  amount  was  put  at  $3,000,  and  no  defi- 
ciency was  asked  for;  audi  say  that  in  my 
Judgment  as  a  lawyer  there  is  no  law  author- 
izing such  an  increase. 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  judgment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  California,  [Mr.  Sargent,]  as  a 
lawyer,  differs  from  the  judgment  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  and  also  from  that  of 
the  Attorney  General  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  And  it  corresponds  with 
the  judgment  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
and  of  Congress  at  its  last  session. 

Mr.  POTTER.  No,  sir;  it  does  not  corre- 
spond with  the  judgment  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  of  Congress  at  its  last  session, 
because  the  question  was  not  then  raised. 
The  point  of  tkie  case  is  this:  this  man,  who 
is  a  very  valuable  officer,  will  not  stay  at 
$8,000.  It  is  well  known  that  there  are  cer- 
tain people  about  the  Department  who  want 
to  get  rid  of  him ;  and  after  his  salary  was 
fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at 
$4,600,  the  House  appropriated  that  amount, 
and  the  Senate  now  proposes  to  reduce  it  to 
$8,000. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  never  have  known  an 
instance  where  an  attempt  was  made  to  raise 
a  salary  when  it  was  not  said  that  the  man 
would  leave  the  Government  service  if  he  did 
not  get  more  money. 

Now,  I  think  that  if  a  man  simply  stays  in 
an  office  to  get  more  money  he  ought  to  be 
dispensed  with,  and  we  should  get  a  younger 
man  to  do  the  work. 

Mr.  POTTER.  This  is  not  a  case  of  raising 
salaries,  but  it  is  a  case  of  keeping  a  salary  at 
the  amount  at  which  it  is  fixed  by  law.    This 

gentleman  believes  that  the  system  of  assay  at 
an  Francisco,  the  system  approved  by  the 
bill  which  was  before  the  consideration  of  the 
House  jresterday,  is  an  unwise  system  for 
the  Government,  and  he  has  said  so.  Hence, 
an  attack  is  made  upon  him  on  every  occa- 
sion and  in  every  way,  with  a  view  to  getting 
his  salary  reduced  to  $8,000,  that  he  may  be 
obliged  to  leave  the  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  seeks  to  retain 
him,  and  has  fixed  his  salary  at  $4,600,  and  has 
taken  the  opinion  of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury on  the  validity  of  so  fixing  it.  He  has 
sent  in  an  estimate  for  that  amount  to  the 


Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  the  com- 
mittee this  year  have  nxed  it  at  $4,600.  The 
Senate  have  reduced  it  to  $8,000,  and  the  only 
reason  for  the  reduction  is  to  get  rid  of  this 
gentleman. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  is  exhausted  on 
the  pending  amendment. 

Mr.  STOUGHTON.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  by  increasing  the  amount  $100. 
I  desire  to  say  a  word  on  the  question  before 
the  committee.  As  regards  this  deputy  treas- 
urer of  the  New  York  assay  office,  we  have 
made  his  acquaintance  here  before.  All  the 
opposition  that  has  arisen  to  the  coinage  bill 
now  pending  has  probably  come  from  the  same 
source,  and  we  understand  it  very  well. 

I  now  propose,  for  a  single  moment,  to  call 

the  attention  of  the  committee  to  the  law 

under  which  it  is  pretended  that  this  officer  is 

appointed.    My  opinion  is  that  there  is  no  law 

ou  our  statute-books  actually  authorizing  his 

appointment  as  a  **  deputy  treasurer  of  the 

Mint.*'     There  is  no  such  officer  provided  for 

in  any  act  of  Congress.    No  such  officer  exists 

at  Philadelphia,  San  Francisco,  or  at  any  other 

United  States  mint  or  assay  office.     The  law 

under  which  this  appointment  was  made^  is 

found  in  the  act  of  March  4,  1853,  providing 

for  the  establishment  of  an  assay  office  at  New 

York.     It  is  as  follows : 

Skc.  10.  And  be  it  ii  further  enacted.  That  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  authorised  and  re- 
? I  aired  to  establish  in  theoity  of  New  York  an  office 
or  the  reoeiptt  and  for  the  melting,  rofinioir*  part- 
ing, and  assaying  of  gold  and  silver  bullion  and 
foreign  coins,  and  for  casting  the  same  into  bars, 
ingots,  or  disks.  The  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  in  New  York  shall  be  treasurer  of 
the  said  assay  office,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  shall,  with  the  approbation  and  consent  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  apooint  such 
other  officers  and  clerks,  and  authorise  the  employ- 
ment of  such  assistants,  workmen  and  servants,  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  proper  conduct  and  man- 
agement of  the  said  office,  and  of  the  business  per- 
taining thereto,  at  such  compensation  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  President:  Provided,  That  the  same 
shall  not  exceed  that  allowed  for  corresponding  ser- 
vices under  existing  laws  relating  to  the  Mint  of  the 
tJnited  States  and  its  branches. 

This  act  does  not  provide  that  the  Secretary 
shall  appoint  a  ^* deputy  treasurer''  of  the 
Mint,  but  **  such  other  officers  and  clerks  as 
shall  be  necessary  for  the  proper  conduct  and 
management  of  the  Mint.''  And  it  is  expressly 
provided  at  the  end  of  the  section  that  the 
compensation  shall  not  exceed  *'  that  allowed 
for  correspondingservices  under  existing  laws. ' ' 
As  there  is  no  deputy  treasurer  at  any  other 
mint  or  assay  office,  there  can  be  no  officer 
who  performs  corresponding  service.  I  think 
the  Attorney  General  in  the  opinion  upon 
which  the  Secretary  acted  wholly  overlooked 
this  important  fact. 

Mr.  Elderman,  the  deputy  treasurer  of  the 
Mint,  is  not  the  United  States  Assistant  Treas- 
urer of  New  York,  but  a  separate  and  distinct 
officer. 

The  United  States  Assistant  Treasurer  at 
New  York  is  ex  officio  treasurer  of  the  Mint,  but 
has  no  authority  to  appoint  a  deputy,  neither 
has  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  fol- 
lowing section  of  the  act  of  March  8,  1863, 
which  has  been  relied  on  confers  no  such 
power : 

8ko.  13.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  ease  of 
the  sickness  or  unavoidable  absence  of  the  treasurer 
of  the  Mint,  he  may,  at  his  discretion,  authorise 
the  respective  chief  clerks  to  act  in  his  place  and 
to  discharge  al!  the  duties  required  by  law  of  the 
treasurer  of  the  Mint  or  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States  at  Philadelphia. 

It  also  provides — 

"  That  the  treasurer  of  the  Mint  of  the  United 
States,  b^  virtue  of  that  office  Assistant  Treasurer 
of  the  United  States  at  Philadelphia,  is  authorised 
to  designate  from  among  the  clerks  in  his  said  office 
respectively  one  to  act  as  chief  clerk  of  the  Mint  and 
one  other  to  act  as  chief  clerk  of  the  Assistant  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States.'' 

It  is  under  these  sections  that  that  power 
is  claimed  to  appoint  a  deputy  treasurer  of 
the  Mint.  In  fact,  there  is  no  such  office  any- 
where, and  this  appropriation  ought  not  to 
pass. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 


Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  simply 
that  the  action  of  the  committee  shall  be  under- 
stood. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  himself 
came  before  the  committee  and  made  a  state- 
ment that,  as  -he  construed  the  law,  it  was  his 
duty  to  designate  the  salaries  of  the  persons 
to  be  employed  in  this  office ;  that  he  had  so 
designated  the  salaries,  and  that  they  had  drawn 
salaries  according  to  his  designation  until  last 
year.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  that  the  particnlar  salary  for 
this  office  was  $8,000  instead  of  $4,500 ;  but 
there  was  no  word  of  enactment  in  the  appro- 
priation bill  of  last  year  changing  the  law  in 
regard  to  the  salary  or  fixing  any  other  rate  ; 
it  was  only  a  simple  failure  to  appropriate  the 
usual  amount  that  had  theretofore  been  paid. 
Then  the  committee  inquired  of  the  Secretary 
whether  he  did  not  regard  the  action  of  Con- 
gress in  appropriating  $8,000  as  equivalent  to 
a  law,  ana  he  showed  us  that  that  subject  bad 
been  referred  to  the  Comptroller  for  his  opin- 
ion, and  the  Comptroller  had  answered  that  if 
the  money  were  in  the  Treasury  he  was  bound 
to  pay  a  salary  of  $4,500.  Then  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  expressed  the  further  opinion 
that  the  difference  of  $1,500  could  be  collected 
by  process  of  law  in  the  courts  if  people  were 
allowed  to  sue  the  United  States.  With  that 
view  of  the  case  the  committee  reported  to  the 
House  $4,600,  the  rate  they  understand  to  be 
established  by  law. 

As  I  said  before,  personally  I  do  not  care 
whether  the  House  strikes  it  out  or  not,  but 
I  wish  it  understood  that  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  have  followed  the  law. 

Mr.  STOUGHTON.  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment 

The  question  recurred  upon  concurring  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate ;  and  being  put 
there  were — ayes  20,  noes  10;  no  quorum 
votiog. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  call  for  tellers.  If  the 
bank  of  California  owns  this  House  I  want 
gentlemen  to  show  it  by  their  votes. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Hale  and 
Mr.  Potter  were  appointed. 

The  committee  divided  ;  and  the  tellers  re- 
ported— ayes  seventy-four,  noes  not  counted. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  next  five 
amendments  numbered  filly,  fifty  one,  fifty- 
two,  fifty  three,  and  fifty- four  are  really  one 
amendment,  and  the  committee  recommends 
a  non-currence  in  all  of  them.  We  propose  to 
non-concur  in  all  of  the  amendments,  so  as  to 
arrange  the  matter  in  conference. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  the  paragraph 

was  read,  as  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the 

Senate,  as  follows : 

Assay  offioe  at  Bois^  City,  lowai 
For  salaries  of  assay er,  who  shall  have  charge  of 
the  assay  office,  melter  and  refiner  and  clerk.  $5,400; 
and  the  offices  of  superintendent  and  one  clerk  are 
hereby  abolished  after  July  1. 1872. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  will  be  concurred  in,  and  I  call 
the  attention  of  the  chairman  ofthe  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  to  the  fact  that  the 
House  has  adopted  the  same  course  with  ref- 
erence to  the  mint  at  Denver.  It  is  clear  that 
a  superintendent  is  not  necessary  at  this  assay 
office.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  discuss 
that  matter,  for  there  can  be  no  question  on 
that  point,  and  if  a  superintendent  is  not  re- 
quired, the  office  ought  to  be  abolished.  The 
only  effect  of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
as  I  understand  them,  is  to  abolish  the  office 
of  superintendent  and  of  one  clerk,  and  to 
reduce  the  compensation  of  all  the  officers  at 
this  assay  office  trom  $7,000  to  $''),400,  a  Raying 
of  nearly  two  thousand  dollars,  but  the  office  of 
superintendent  is  not  required.  Nothing  is  bet- 
ter known  than  that  the  assay  offices  which  we 
have  created  all  over  our  territories  are,  in  the 
main,  not  absolutely  necessary  for  the  public 
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service,  and  the  tendency  has  been  to  diminish 
the  expense  of  them  as  far  as  possible. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  wish 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  in  the  bill 
under  consideration  in  the  House,  in  relation 
to  mints,  assay  offices,  and  coinage,  we  pro- 
pose that  the  office  of  superintendent  shall  be 
abolished,  and  that  the  only  officers  in  the 
Mint  shall  be  assayers  and  melters. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  it  is  very  proper 
that  this  amendment  of  the  Senate  should  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  only  rea- 
son the  Committee  on  Appropriations  had  for 
recommending  non-concurrence  in  this  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  was  the  fact  that  this  very 
amendment  was  offered  to  the  House  and  did 
not  prevail.  However,  it  might  be  said  that 
there  was  another  reason  for  our  recommend- 
ation, that  we  did  not  feel  precisely  like  turn- 
ing a  man  out  of  office  where  there  may  be 
politics  in  it.  But  if  the  House  think  they 
can  get  along  without  this  office  I  am  very 
willing. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  con- 
curred in. 

The  fifly-fiflh  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 

to  insert  the  following  among  the  items  of 

appropriation  for  the  Territory  of  Arizona  : 

Fur  compensation  and  mileage  of  the  members  of 
the  Legislative  Assembly,  officers,  clerks,  and  con- 
tingent expenses  thereof,  $20,000. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mended that  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  be 
non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Since  that  recommenda- 
tion was  made  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions have  again  examined  the  subject,  and 
now  recommend  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  with  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Provided.  That  hereafter  no  expense  for  printing 
exceeding  $4,000,  incladin^  printing  laws,  joarnals, 
bills,  and  necessary  printing  of  the  same  nature, 
shall  be  incurred  for  any  session  of  the  Legislature 
of  any  of  the  Territories. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to;  and  the  amendment  as  amended 
was  then  concurred  in. 

The  fifty-sixth  amendment  was  to  insert  the 

following  among  the  items  of  appropriation 

for  the  Territory  of  Colorado : 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  secretary's  office 
In  Colorado  Territory,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
Jane  30. 1873,  $2,000. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mended noo -concurrence. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Since  the  com- 
mittee acted  on  that  amendment  and  recom- 
mended non-concurrence  we  have  had  a  further 
hearing  upon  the  subject,  and  now  recommend 
concurrence. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  fifly-seventh  amendment  was  to  insert 
the  following  among  the  items  of  appropria- 
tion for  the  Territory  of  Montana : 

For  contingent  expenses  of  the  secretary's  office, 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30. 1873.  $2,000. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Committee 
on  Appropriations  have  reconsidered  their 
action  on  this  amendment,  and  now  recom- 
mend concurrence. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  fifty-eighth  amendment  was  to  insert 

among    the  items  of  appropriation   for  the 

District  of  Columbia  the  following : 

For  salaries  of  the  members  of  the  board  of 
health,  at  92.000  each.  $10,000. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mended concurrence. 

Mr.  STORM.  I  ask  that  a  vote  be  taken 
upon  concurring  in  this  amendment. 

The  question  was  taken  \  and  the  amendment 
was  concurred  in. 

The  sixtieth  amendment  was  to  the  para- 
graph relating  to  the  Department  of  the  Inte- 
rior, to  strike  out  the  following: 

Chief  dork,  $2,200;  nine  clerks  of  class  four,  addi- 


tional to  seven  clerks  of  class  four  as  disbursing 
clerks;  additional  of  $200  to  the  clerk  of  class  four 
who  may  be  designated  to  act  as  superintendent  of 
the  Interior  Department  building:  three  cle rks  of 
class  three,  four  clerks  of  class  two.  one  clerk  of 
class  one.  one  messenger,  two  a>(ststant  messengers, 
and  three  laborers;  in  all,  $47,540. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

Chief  clerk;  four  clerks  of  class  four,  any  of  whom 
may  be  pai^  $200  extra,  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior deem  it  necessary  and  proper;  five  clerks  of 
class  four,  one  of  whom  may  bo  designated  by  the 
Secretary  to  tict  as  iMiperintendent  of  the  building, 
who  shall  reoeive  $200  additional  compensation  per 
annum;  ad'Utional  to  three  disbursing  clerks,  three 
clerks  of  cliLsd  three,  four  clerks  of  class  two,  and  one 
clerk  of  class  one;  one  messenger,  two  assistant 
messengers  at  $720  each,  and  three  laborers  in  his 
office ;  in  all,  $47,540. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  amendment  of  the 
Senate  simply  proposes  a  rearrangement  of 
the  oflSces.  The  form  in  which  the  provision 
passed  the  House  was  determined  upon  afler 
careful  consideration  with  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior.  The  amount  is  the  same  in 
both  cases.  I  suppose  the  non-concurrence  rec- 
ommended by  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions will  be  consented  to. 

The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  sixty  third  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  to  reduce  the  appropriation  from  $7,000 
to  $5,000  in  the  following  item  of  appropria- 
tion for  the  Interior  Department: 

For  expenses  of  packing  and  distributing  official 
documents,  including  salary  of  superintendent, 
$7,000. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mended non-concurrence. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  seems  to  me  that  this 
amendment  might  well  be  concurred  in.  The 
Senate  would  hardly  make  a  mistake  upon 
this  subject. 

Mr.  HALE.  Why  assame  that  the  Honse 
made  a  mistake? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  mnst  have  been  over- 
looked by  the  House.  The  attention  of  the 
Senate  was  probably  called  to  it. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  On  the  contrary,  our 
attention  was  particularly  called  to  it,  and 
the  estimate  oi  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
was  before  us. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Gentlemen  will 
rememberthat  not  long  ago  we  by  law  devolved 
upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  the  duty 
of  distributing  a  vast  amount  of  old  docu- 
ments. Congressional  Globes,  Annals  of  Con- 
gress, and  such  documents,  worth  but  little  to 
the  public,  and  there  are  still  away  up  in  the 
hundreds  of  cords  of  those  documents,  which 
are  being  peeked  in  boxes  and  sent  away  in 
accordance  with  the  order  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  not  object  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  sixty- fifth  amendment  was  read  as 
follows: 

Id  the  appropriation  for  the  Department  of  the 
Interior,  strike  out  "$15,000"  as  the  appropriation 
for  the  casual  repairs  of  the  Department  building, 
and  inswt  "$10,000." 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  recom- 
mend non- concurrence  in  this  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  would  like  to  understand 
some  reason  why  this  appropriation  may  not 
be  reduced  as  proposed  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  explained  to  us  that  the  roof  of 
the  Department  building  is  now  in  such  a  con- 
dition as  to  require  repairs,  and  that  other 
repairs  must  be  made,  rendering  necessary  a 
larger  appropriation  for  this  purpose  than  was 
made  last  year.  Ten  thousand  dollars  was  the 
a:nount  appropriated  last  year.  This  year  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  increased  the 
amount  to  $15,000.  The  Senate  has  cut  the 
amount  down  to  that  appropriated  last  year, 
probably  without  haying  heard  the  case.  We 
recommend  non-concurrence. 

The  amendment  was  non-conourred  in. 


The  sixty-sixth  amendment  was  read  u  U- 
lows: 

In  line  ten  hundred  and  twenty -niee  of  th«priot(4 
bill,  strike  out "  thirty  "  and  insert  **  tweat;:"  uu 
to  make  the  clause  read  as  follows: 

For  cash  system,  maps,  diagrams,  stationery,  fu- 
niture,  and  repairs  of  the  same;  mieecliunai 
items,  including  two  of  the  city  newspapers. i>  b* 
filed,  bound,  and  preserved  for  the  a«e  of  the  ofi.t; 
advertising  and  telegraphing :  misoellMieoai  iu>Qi 
on  account  of  bounty  lands  and  miliUry  ptitvi, 
under  the  several  acts,  and  contiDgc&t  upt&«i 
under  the  swamp-land  act,  $20,000. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  recom- 
mend concurrence  in  this  amendment  with  u 
amendment  which  will  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

After  the  word  "  dollars. "  insert  thefolloviof : 
To  bring  up  arrearsjres  of  work  in  the  Land  0S« 

by  the  employment  of  forty  clwks  of  ebai  one  far 

one  year,  $48,000. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  As  I  understand,  thecoi- 
mittee  propose  that  instead  of  sppropriitisf 
$80,000  as  provided  in  the  bill  origintllj.  ve 
shall  increase  the  appropriation  to  $48,000. 

Mr.  SARGENT.     No,  sir.    We  propose  to 
concur  in  the  Senate  amendment,  whicb  re- 
duces from  $80,000  to  $20,000  the  approprU- 
tion  made  for  the  specific  purposes  named  indie 
paragraph ;  and  then  we  propose  an  addi(i<ttil 
appropriation  for  the  empioymeDtof  fortr  Erst- 
class  clerks  for  one  year  only,  to  briog  op 
arrearages  of  work  in  the  Land  Office.  Tbw 
arrearages  of  work  relate  to  varions  ositers. 
Some   facts  with  reference  to  this  qaestioo 
ought  not,  perhaps,  to  be  stated  in  their  brosd* 
est  extent.     I  will  refer  simply  to  one  or  two. 
Take  for  instance  boanty-land  warrants.  Tbej 
are  lying  in  immense  piles  in  pigeon-bolM- 
have  never  been  canceled,  never  been  posted 
up  from  books ;  they  are  liable  at  any  time  to 
be  stolen ;  perhaps  instances  hsve  occurrei 
where  they  have  been  stolen,  and  the  Goven- 
ment  defrauded  out  of  the  lands  which  tbtt 
would  represent ;  at  any  rate,  this  is  liable  to 
happen.     Let  me  read  from  a  report  of  the 
Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  s  stttemen: 
of  these  arrearages  of  work : 

Monthly  returns  of  sales  and  locationi  to  bepost^ 
anQ  oxamineuo.a..... ••••«•••••••<, ••.••M..M<»*M*>««—">  ~^ 

Contested  preemption  eases ...........^......— ~  '*' 

Ejc  part4  (suspended  for  informality)  preemp*^ 

Indian  claims^  and  Oreson  donation  clsims.-.-p"" 
French,  Mexican,  and  Spanish  phrate  i^od 

claims.. ~ --^•^ 

Number  of  transcripts  of  field-notea  of  ssh- 

divisional  surveys  to  be  made  for  files:  ^ 

Offices  of  surveyors  general ~.~ •** 

Patents  to  be  written  and  recorded  on  cs^^.^ 

examined  and  approved ~ •"' ;^, 

Mining  cases ^ - -** 

Alphabetical  index  of  patents  reqaired  brsftoi 
July  4, 1836,  wnich  has  never  received  sU«»t»A 
6.400  volumes,  containing  3,200.000  patents. 

The  business  of  the  Land  Office  has  rerr 
largely  increased  of  late,  owing  in  great  meu- 
ure  to  the  extension  of  railroads  hj  vh>ct 
settlers  are  induced  to  go  into  new  regio3< 
and  to  make  application  for  lands  there. 
Recognizing  this  emigration  from  the  seti.eu 
States,  Congress  has,  within  the  last  jtu, 
made  more  liberal  appropriations  for  sorTeji 
of  our  public  lands  than  were  made  formaoT 
years.  The  result  is  that  much  additiooil 
work  has  been  thrown  upon  the  Land  Offii^ 
while  the  force  of  that  office  has  remained 
stationary  for  a  long  while,  and  immeos^ 
arrears  of  work  have  accumulated  iwich  ij 
is  absolutely  necessary  should  he  attendea 
to.  The  present  Commissioner  has  »^orkw 
with  great  zeal  in  order  to  accomplisb  ih* 
and  he  has  succeeded  to  some  extent;  ba: 
the  accumulation  goes  on  so  fast  that  it :» 
impossible  for  him  to  complete  the  work  vuh- 
out  such  aid  as  our  amendment  proposes. 
After  a  careful  examination  of  thia  matter  hr 
the  committee,  afler  consultation  vi^b  w 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office aira 
the  Secretary  of  the  Ihterior,  after  examining 
for  themselves  into  the  work  of  the  office,  tie 
committee  believe  it  will  be  true  ecooomf  w 
employ  for  one  year  forty  first-claaa  clerla  to 
bring  up  these  arrearages  of  work.  For  tw 
reason  we  have  made  this  recommeodatioo. 
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Mr.  HOLMAK.  Does  not  this  oontemplate 
9LX1  increase  of  clerical  force? 

Mr.  SARGENT.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  When  yoa  made  the  in- 
crease  in  the  General  Land  Office  of  $80,000 
in  the  first  place^  did  jou  not  then  contemplate 
an  increase  of  clerical  force? 

Mr.  SARGENT.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  No  increase  contemplated 
tbere? 

Mr.  SARGENT.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Did  not  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  recommend  an  increase  in  the 
clerical  force  of  the  bureau? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  In  the  General  Land  Office, 
as  my  recollection  serves  me,  there  was  no 
increase  contemplated  in  the  regular  bill.  If 
there  was  an  increase  it  was  to  grapple  with 
the  current  work,  but  my  recollection  is  there 
was  not  any  such  increase.  These  arrears  of 
work  were  not  provided  for  at  all,  and  this  is  a 
special  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Is  there  not  an  increase 
of  fifty  clerks  contemplated  by  the  bill  as  it 
went  to  the  Senate  ? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  am  not  aware  of  that 
fact. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Let  the  proposition  be 
again  reported,  so  that  we  may  understand 
what  it  is. 

The  Clerk  again  read  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  of  the  Com  mil  tee  on  Appro- 
priations  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
agreed  to;  and  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
as  amended,  was  then  concured  in. 

The  Clerk  read  the  sixty-eighth,  sixty -ninth, 
and  seventieth  amendments  of  the  Senate,  as 
follows : 

Strike  out  "four"  and  ineert  **two,"  in  line  ten 
bandred  and  leventy-foar ;  strikeout  "two"  and 
iosert  "  four/'  in  line  ten  hundred  and  seventy- 
seven :  and  strike  oat  **  twenty  "  and  insert  "  eight- 
een ;  "  and  strike  out  **  six  "  and  insert  **  eight,  '  in 
line  ten  hundred  and  eighty-three;  bo  as  to  make 
the  paragraph  read  as  follows: 

For  cuinpeasation  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Parent  Omce.'  $4,500;  for  assistant  commissioner, 
S3.000;  for  chief  elerk,  92,fi00 ;  three  examiners-in- 
chief.  i«t  S3,000  each ;  examiner  in  charge  of  interfer- 
ences, $2,5U0:  trade-mark  examiner,  92,500;  tvren'y- 
two  principal  examiners.  at92.50Uoaob  ;  twenty-four 
first  assistant  examiners,  at  Sl.800  rach ;  twenty -four 
second  assistant  examiners,  at  91,600  each,  two  of 
whom  may  be  females;  one  librarian,  $2,000;  one 
machinist.  $1,600;  sixclerks  of  class  four,  eight  clerks 
of  class  three,  fifty-five  olerks  of  class  two,  and  forty- 
five  clerks  of  class  one;  making  in  all,  $318,800. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  wish  to  say 
to  the  House  that  after  careful  hearing  b^  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations  we  were  satisfied 
that  to  adapt  the  Patent  Office,  the  new  mode 
of  doing  business  there — that  is,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  inventors  under  the  present 
system  with  drawings  and  specifications — it  was 
necessary  to  make  the  changes  proposed  by 
the  House  in  the  original  bill.  The  Senate 
nou-concurred,  and  so  amended  onr  action  as 
to  leave  it  under  the  old  system.  It  seemed 
to  the  committee  very  evident  that  the  Senate 
bad  not  had  the  full  hearing  of  the  case  which 
the  House  had,  and  therefore  we  have  recom- 
mended a  non-concurrence  in  these  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  Patent  Office  para- 
graph, in  order  that  we  may  adjust  them  in  the 
committee  of  conference. 

The  amendments  of  the  Senate  were  non- 
concurred  in. 

The  Clerk  read  the  seventy-second  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  as  follows : 

Strike  out  the  following : 

For  Commissionecof  **:ducation,  $3,000;  oneolerk 
at  $1,800;  one  clerk  at  $1,600;  one  translator,  $1,600; 
one  clerk  at  $1,400;  one  mewenger  at$840^  station- 
ery, $1,000;  library,  $1,000;  collecting  statistics,  and 
writing  and  compiling  matter  for  annual  and  special 
reports,  and  editing  and  publishing  circulars  of 
information.  $13,000;  contingencies,  $1,260;  in  oU. 

And  in  lien  thereof  insert  the  following : 
For  Commissioner  of  Edaeatioo,  $3,000;  chief 
clerk,  $2,000;  one  clerk  of  class  four;  one  statis- 
tician, with  the  compensation  of  a  clerk  of  class  four ; 
dae clerk  of  class  three;  one  translator,  with  the 
eomp«nsation  of  a  olerk  of  olosi  three ;  one  clerk  of 


class  two ;  fonr  eopyists,  at  $900  eseh ;  one  messen- 
ger, at  $840;  stationery^  $1,000;  library,  $1,000;  cur- 
rentcducational  periodicals,  $250;  other  current  i)ub- 
lioationsi.  $225;  completing  valnable  sots  of  period- 
icals and  publications  in  the  library.  $200;  collect- 
ing statistics,  and  writing  and  comipiling  matter  for 
annual  and  special  reports,  and  editing  and  publish- 
insr  circulars  of  information,  $13,000:  fuel  and  lights, 
$275;  contingencies,  $1,260;  in  all,  $34,850. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  recommend  a  non-con- 
currence in  that  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  objection,  so  that 
the  matter  may  be  adjusted  in  a  committee  of 
conference. 

The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  Clerk  read  the  seventy-third  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  as  follows: 

Strike  out  '* $500;"  so  that  it  will  read:  " for  com- 
pensation of  the  chemist  in  the  Department  of 
Acriculture.  $2,000,"  instead  of  $2,500. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  committee 
recommend  non-concurrence  in  that  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Does  not  this  amendment 
of  the  Senate  reduce  the  salary  of  the  chemist? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  say 
that  the  salarv  of  this  chemist  is  fixed  by  law 
at  $2,500.  The  appropriation  last  year  put  it 
down  to  $2,000.  The  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations put  it  in  the  bill  this  year  at  $2,600, 
as  it  is  fixed  in  the  law. 

The  Senate  followed  the  estimate  and  ap- 
propriation of  last  year  rather  than  the  esti- 
mate for  this  year.  The  gentleman  who 
occupies  this  position  accepted  it  with  the 
understanding  that  the  salary  would  be  $2,500. 
That  was  the  understanding  with  him  when  he 
was  appointed,  and  it  woula  be  an  injustice  to 
him,  without  any  change  of  the  law,  to  cut 
down  the  amount.  I  ask  non-concurrence  in 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  following  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
read: 

In  line  twelve  hundred  and  sixteen,  add  the  fol« 
lowing : 
For  editing  agiicultural  reports,  $500. 

The  committee  recommended  non-concnr- 
rence. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  committee 
recommend  non  concurrence  in  this  amend- 
ment on  the  ground  that  if  we  begin  to  pay  for 
the  extra  services  of  a  person  in  an  office  who 
does  the  work  assignea  to  him  and  claims  to 
work  in  extra  hours — if  we  begin  to  do  that  with 
one  officer  we  must  go  on  and  do  it  through 
all  the  Departments. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  would  like  to  inquire 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield] 
whether,  according  to  his  information,  this  is 
a  separate  office,  or  whether  the  editing  of  the 
agricultural  reports  is  done  by  an  officer  dis- 
charging other  duties  in  the  Department  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  It  is  understood 
that  the  amendment  offered  here  by  the  Senate 
is  to  pay  the  statistician  for  doing  this  work 
better,  on  the  assumption  that  the  statistician 
has  his  own  special  work,  and  that  in  addition 
to  that  be  edits  the  report  of  the  Commissioner. 
Now,  if  we  pay  him  for  his  duties  as  statis- 
tician according  to  the  regular  salary  bill,  as 
we  do  pay  him,  and  in  addition  to  that  pay 
him  $500  for  doing  this  work,  I  say,  without 
going  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  without  say- 
ing how  meritorious  an  officer  this  may  be,  if 
we  set  the  example  we  may  go  through  all  the 
Departments  and  pay  officers  for  doin^  extra 
work,  and  never  get  through  with  paying  our 
bills. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  non-con- 
curred in. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following  amendment 
of  the  Senate : 

In  line  twelve  hundred  and  nineteen,  strike  out  the 
word  "  forty"  and  Insert  the  word  "sixty; "  so  that 
it  will  read: 

For  the  purchase  and  distribution  of  new  and 
valuable  seeds  and  plants,  $60,000. 

The  committee  recommended  aon-ooncar- 
rence  in  this  ameadment. 
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Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  will  be  concurred  in,  and 
I  make  that  motion.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied 
that  the  small  amount  of  money  expended  for 
the  purpose  of  purchasing  and  distributing  rare 
and  valuable  seeds  and  plants  confers  a  larger 
benefit  on  the  country  than  any  other  expend- 
iture that  I  can  possibly  think  of. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  Commissioner  of 
Agriculture  has  not  asked  for  this.  That  I 
believe  is  true.  He  asked  for  $40,000,  the 
amount  we  granted  last  year,  because  he  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  ask  in  advance  an  amount 
greater  than  what  his  predecessor  had  asked. 
The  Commissioner  rather  preferred  to  leave 
the  amount  to  the  judgment  of  the  Represent- 
atives of  the  people.  He  is  of  opinion,  how- 
ever, that  if  $20,000  be  added,  there  will  be  a 
corresponding  amount  of  good  to  the  country 
in  the  way  of  distributing  seeds.  Last  year  we 
had  an  appropriation  of  $25,000  for  that  pur- 
pose. The  result  of  that  appropriation  was, 
that  there  were  distributed  six  hundred  and 
forty-seven  thousand  packages  of  rare  and 
valuable  seeds  throughout  the  country.  There 
were  six  varieties  of  wheat,  two  varieties  of 
rye,  four  varieties  of  oats,  four  of  barley,  five 
of  tobacco,  and  three  of  sorghum.  I  venture 
to  say  that  from  the  distribution  of  the  wheat 
alone  the  advantage  to  agriculture  from  the 
increase  in  the  production  of  the  crop  has  far 
exceeded  the  amount  of  $25,000,  which  was  the 
entire  amount  expended  for  the  distribution 
of  seeds.  I  hope  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
will  be  concurred  in. 

Mr.  STORM.  I  trust  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  will  be  concurred  in.  We  have 
voted  here  eight  or  ten  times  in  succession 
against  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  reduce 
salaries.  Now,  when  it  is  an  expenditure  in 
which  the  farmers  of  the  country  are  interested, 
I  trust  we  will  not  attempt  to  reduce  the  sum 
to  the  amount  at  which  it  was  originally  put 
by  the  House,  $40,000,  but  that  we  will  give 
the  amount  proposed  by  the  Senate,  $60,000. 
I  am  daily  in  receipt  of  letters  asking  for  seeds, 
but  I  am  unable  to  supply  them.  The  supply 
on  hand  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  is 
not  sufficient  to  meet  the  demands  made  upon 
it.  Unless  we  make  the  increased  appropria- 
tion we  cannot  meet  the  demands  maide  upon 
us  by  our  constituents  for  seeds. 

I  vote  for  it  the  more  cheerfully  because  it 
is  the  only  Department  of  the  Government 
that  is  honestly  and  faithfully  managed.  It  is 
not  administered,  like  the  other  Departments 
of  the  Government,  in  the  interests  of  a  few 
politicians. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  yield  me  the  balance 
of  his  time?  4 

Mr.  STORM.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  take 
the  rest  of  the  gentleman's  time  to  say  that  I 
felt  it  my  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee to  the  way  in  which  this  increase  is  asked 
for.  The  Committee  on  Appropriations  rec- 
ommended to  the  House  and  the  House  passed 
an  appropriation  of  the  full  amount  asxed  for 
by  tne  Department  for  seeds.  The  bill  went 
over  to  the  Senate,  and  some  one  there  moved 
to  increase  this  vote  by  $20,000.  It  comes 
back  here  and  we  are  asked  to  put  on  this 
$20,000,  which  is  simply  putting  it  at  $20,000 
above  the  estimates,  it  does  not  seem  to  me 
that  this  is  the  right  way  to  do  business.  Yoa 
give  the  head  of  the  Department  what  he  asks, 
and  somebody,  who  perhaps  has  some  reason 
for  wishing  to  have  a  little  more  of  these  seeds 
to  distribute,  puts  in  an  increased  appropri- 
ation, and  of  course  the  next  estimate  will 
come  to  us  with  the  whole  height  we  put  in 
the  appropriation  bill  this  year,  and  so  we  go 
on  piling  up  year  by  year.  Now  I  do  not  say 
that  there  may  not  be  justice  in  this  case, 
but  I  know  I  may  as  well  surrender  at  discre- 
tion when  my  captivating  friend  and  colleague 
asks  the  House  to  give  him  more. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
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Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
meut  to  the  Senate  amendment,  to  come  in 
after  the  "$60,000:" 

Provided,  That  snoh  plunti  shall  be  each  as  are 
adapted  to  general  ooltiTation  throaghout  the 
United  States. 

I  desire  to  say  but  a  word  in  favor  of  this 
amendment.  I  do  not  think  that  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  should  expend  large  sums 
of  money  in  the  growth  and  cultivation  of 
plants  suitable  for  the  elegant  gardens  of  the 
country  and  the  conservatories.  The  plants 
cultivated  by  them  should  be  for  general  cul- 
tivation throughout  the  country,  and  I  think 
Congress  has  no  right  to  appropriate  money 
for  purposes  of  agriculture  which  it  does  not 
know  will  be  applied  to  that  purpose  and  to 
no  other.  • 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  desire  to  make  a  par- 
liamentary inquiry  of  the  Chair.  What  would 
be  the  effect  of  adopting  this  amendment? 
Would  it  be  to  concur  in  the  Senate  amend- 
ment with  this  amendment? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  This  is  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Is  the  form  of  the  motion 
to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
with  the  amendment? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  first  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  And  if  we  adopt  that 
do  we  concur  with  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate  ? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  question  will  re- 
main to  be  taken. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Then  we  can  reject  the 
whole  amendment  of  the  Senate  afterward? 

The  CHAIRMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  very  evi- 
dent that  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  would  destroy  the  whole  purpose 
of  the  appropriation,  because,  if  seeds  or 
plants  have  been  proved  by  experiment  to  be 
adapted  to  cuUivation  throughout  the  country, 
the  object  of  distributing  them  from  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  is  gone.  This  appropri- 
ation is  for  the  purpose  of  trying  experiments, 
of  sending  to  one  part  of  the  country  for  trial 
plants  which  have  been  tried  and  found  to  be 
cultivatable  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 
That  is  the  only  object  of  distributing  seeds 
or  plants. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  will  modify  my  amend- 
ment so  as  to  leave  outthe  word  ^* generally.*' 
With  that  word  omitted,  I  think  it  is  unobjec- 
tionable. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  move 
to  amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate.  I 
understand  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  to  say  that  there  is  a  misprint 
in  the  bill,  and  that  the  Senate  have  actually 
added  $20,000  to  the  sum  appropriated  by  the 
House,  making  the  amount  $60,000.  I  move 
to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  off 
$10,000,  80  as  to  make  the  entire  amount 
$60,000. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Holman's 
amendment  to  the  Senate  amendment,  and 
there  were — ayes  80,  noes  60 ;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered  ;  and  Mr.  HoLMAXand 
Mr.  Sahoent  were  appointed. 

The  committee  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  43,  noes  78. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
disagreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment 
offered  oy  Mr.  Wilson,  of  Ohio,  and  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  concurring  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  as  amended. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  recommendation  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  is  to  non- 
concur, so  as  to  leave  the  appropriation  at 
$40,000. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  was  con- 
curred in. 


The  Clerk  read  the  Beventy-sevenih  amend* 
ment  of  the  Senate,  as  follows : 

Insert  the  following: 

For  two  olerka  of  olass  four,  two  olerks  of  olaai 
two,  one  olerk  of  class  one^  one  messenger*  and  two 
In  borers,  additional  force  m  the  money-order  office, 
<^,880. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mended non -concurrence. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Certainly  there  ought  to 
be  some  explanation  of  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee in  proposing  to  non-concur  in  an 
amendment  of  this  kmd. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  gen- 
tleman will  allow  me,  I  will  state  that  the 
money-order  system  established  recently  has 
succeeded  beyond  even  the  most  sangnine 
expectations  of  its  friends,  and  is  being  very 
generally  used  throughout  the  country.  During 
the  past  year  postal  treaties  have  been  made 
by  which  an  international  money-order  sys- 
tem has  been  adopted,  so  that  our  foreign- 
born  population  can  send  remittances  home 
through  the  post  office  under  the  money- order 
system. 

That  portion  of  the  work  is  just  now  going 
into  operation,  and  is  looked  upon  with  very 
great  interest,  particularly  by  those  people 
who  have  come  to  our.shores  from  other  conn- 
tries.  The  whole  business,  this  included,  has 
made  necessary  an  increase  of  force  as  called 
for  by  the  Department.  We  had  the  Postmaster 
General  before  us,  we  had  the  chief  of  the 
money-order  division  before  us,  we  had  a  full 
statement  of  the  character  of  the  work,  of  the 
kind  of  business  to  be  done,  and  we  became 
convinced  that  this  increase  of  force  as  pro- 
vided for  b^  this  provision  is  a  necessary  con- 
sequence of  the  money-order  system  as  it  now 
stands.  The  Senate  struck  it  out,  and  fol- 
lowed the  appropriation  bill  of  last  year.  It 
ought  to  be  added  that  the  money-order  sys- 
tem is  bringing  large  revenues  into  the  Treas- 
ury, more  than  it  costs  to  carry  it  on.  And  in 
the  future*  now  that  it  is  established,  it  will 
doubtless  be  a  source  of  very  considerable 
revenue  above  its  expenses.    *" 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  non-con- 
curred in. 

The  eightieth  amendment  of  the  Senate  was 
in  relation  to  the  General  Post  Office  building, 
and  was  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  furni- 
ture from  $8,600  to  $2,000. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mended non- concurrence  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  BECK.  Mr.  Chairman,  Congress  has 
been  playine  this  farce  long  enough,  in  my 
opinion.  We  might  as  well  cut  it  short  by 
adopting  the  amendment  I  have  offered.  We 
are  working  day  after  day  and  week  aft«r 
week  over  the  details  of  appropriation  bills. 
Learned  committees  of  the  House  and  Senate, 
composed  of  our  ablest  men,  have  been  addling 
their  brains  for  nearly  four  months  of  this  ses- 
sion to  try  and  curtail  expenditures,  and  desig- 
nate the  purposes  to  which  the  money  of  the 
people  shall  be  applied,  as  well  as  the  amounts 
which  shall  be  paid  for  each  specific  purpose. 

The  bill  under  consideration,  whicn  is  the 
first  of  the  series,  contains  seventy-one  printed 
pages  of  details,  to  be  succeeded  by  ten  or 
twelve  others  of  a  like  character,  appropriating 
with  all  the  pomp  and  circumstance  possible, 
as  though  we  meant  to  enforce  rigid  adherence 
to  our  acts,  over  three  hundred  million  dollars, 
which  we  order  the  tax-gatherer  to  take  from 
the  pockets  of  our  constituents,  and  yet  we 
know  that  if  the  country  does  not,  the  execu- 
tive officers  of  the  Government,  into  whose 
hands  we  place  this  money,  pay  no  more  atten- 
tion to  our  laws  than  tney  would  to  the 
barking  of  a  chained  dog. 

My  attention  was  called  to  this  matter, 
specially  the  other  day  by  reading  in  the  news- 
papers the  testimony  of  Dr.  Brodhead,  the 
Second  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  before 
the  committee  now  investigating  the  action  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  paying  Secor  & 
Co.  $98,000  about  the  III  of  January,  1870. 


The  statament  of  the  Comptroller  was  u  }«. 
markable  that  I  procured  a  copy  of  hii  er.. 
dence,  and  if  any  gentleman  waoU  to conriijee 
himself  how  ntterlv  useless  and  foolish  all  kt 
long,  detailed,  and  circumstantial  appropm- 
tion  bills  are,  he  can  do  so  fally  by  a  sing.e 
reading  of  the  testimony  of  that  ^entlemia. 
I  will  call  attention  to  a  portion  of  u: 

**Quegtioh,  What  did  the  appropriation  for  iht 
Bareao  of  Conatruetion  and  Kepair  for  the  rnr 
18G$h70  include ;  of  what  waa  it  made  op? 

**An9wtr.  Before  I  came  up  here  tonUy  I  thMiipk: 
I  would  look  into  that  subjeet  a  little,  audi  ^ect^; 
the  appropriation  warrant  and  oompared  it  with  'it 
lawa,  and  have  brought  them  both  ap.  Xbe  roa. 
mittee  ia  anqoeationably  aware  that  the  Secruvr 
of  the  Treasurz  presoribea  the  mode  of  opeoinf  &jl 
theae  aoeounta  for  the  bnreaoa.  lie  look  op  Ha 
law  and  found  under  the  beadint  of  'Bareuof 
Construction  and  Repair'  thirteen  itemf,  ai  fol- 
lows: 

For  expenses  of  reeeiTing-ahipa...........^   ISO  J* 

For  preservation  of  iron-clad  veaeels. l>  n 

for  ooaat  defense  and  practice  veaielf ...~^    b  »i 
or  tools  and  machinery  in  navy-^ardi l'<".i'> 

For  aheda  over  timber  and  over  ahipt !••  n 

For  repairs  of  veaeels  abroad ....~ ~~^   '^•.  ^' 

hot  transportation ....«• — ...•.~.^^    "*:*' 

For  materials  by  contract „ _  lA"  '< 

For  materiala  by  purchase 2j<.v>» 

For  labor  in  navy-yards  and  on  foreira  sta- 

f!nn>  '^ttbiAi 

For  purcbaae  and  preservation  of  timber, 
and  ffenerad  maintenance  of  the  Nary-..    W.'d& 

•'The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  aprnprj- 
tion  warrant  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treaaorrud 
the  Regiater,  m  eryed  all  theae  itaui  into  on«  &^ 
projpriation  of  $4,480,000  to  the  credit  of  ibeBsiQa 
of  Construction  and  Repair.  In  seUliog  ibe  k- 
coanta  we  never  refer  to  tboae  iteou,  wJiicbin 
aappoaed  to  be  merely  in  the  natare  of  miisitK 
goln^  to  make  up  the  whole,  ao  loog  as  the  t«u: 
remains  nndrawn. 

*'  Queaiioti,  Everything  that  eomei  oader  \ht  pn- 
view  of  construction  and  repair  is  paid  b;  tit 
Treasury  out  of  thia  appropriation  so  looc  u  t^; 
sum  total  lasts? 

"Annoer*    Yes." 

The  Comptroller  shows  that  the  Secreu.7 
of  the  Navy  cauaed  Secor  &  Co.  to  be  p&ii 
$08,000  oat  of  thia  appropriatios,  aod  ^ 
afterward,  in  May,  1870,  approved  tbe4c^ 
connt  of  the  disbursing  officer  who  paid  i; 
although  the  claim  of  Secor  was  ooe  vkici 
had  arisen  during  the  war,  and  had  been  sei- 
tied  in  full  under  a  special  act  of  Coogrea 
approved  July  18,  1868,  daring  the  admirb 
tration  of  President  Johnson,  when  an(rth»r 
Secretarv  of  the  Navy  and  a  differeni  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  controlled  these  Depart 
menta  of  the  Government  The  act  of  Julr 
13,  1860,  after  appropriating  $115,539  top? 
the  claim  of  Secor  &  Co.,  for  the  purpose,  a 
the  debates  in  Gonjp-ess  at  the  time  sbo v.  of 
rendering  it  impossible  for  them  ever  to  i«t 
up  any  other  or  farther  claim,  used  the  folio*- 
ing  language : 

*'  Which  shall  be  in  fdll  disbarre  of  all  eliia 
acainst  the  Unitod  States  on  aoooaot  of  there^^ 
upon  which  the  board  made  the  allowaoM,  u  pv 
their  report  under  the  act  of  March  2.  IfioT. 

When  the  claim  was  passed  upon  under  ta:i 
law  by  the  First  Auditor,  he  certified  that  be  bU 
examined  and  adjusted  the  accoaots  beiwee^ 
Secor  and  the  United  Slates,  and  the  soiu  0. 
$116,689  was  paid  to  him  in  foil  satisfaction 
of  his  claim.  . 

Dr.  Brodhead  was  further  questioned,  tffl 

answered  as  follows : 

*'QueHion.  Ia  there  any  oostom  or  Uw  tgu^^* 
opening  of  old  accounta  7  ,  ^,  ^ 

*'Annoer.  Accounts  are  often  r«op««fl.  •»«  J" 
often  by  the  heada  of  bnreana  and  othentjiji" 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  a  short,  time  a«ow««JJ 
circular  addreaaed  to  me  forbiddms.  all  reopesw 
of  accounta  without  hia  special  aanoUoo. 

*'QueMtion,  Then  it  ia  not  at  all  Muwal  t«  W 
accounta  that  were  aappoaed  to  hare  been  «w«^ 

'*Antwer.  No,  air:  Itis vcryfreqaenUydoneJ*" 
the  partiea  have  a  just  claim  and  new  aTidene^ 
•       •       •       •••••• 

••  QueHion.  Have  you  ever  kni*"*  iM*«"<SihiJ! 
reopening  of  aeoounU  for  whieh  reeeipU  m  m  u* 

been  given  ?  .      r  u  -*  Vfiava 

"A!utr«r.  I  have  no  doubt  that  I  h«w  »S 

quite-a  number,  but  I  cannot  recall  them  J 1  cmw 

speoify  them." 
Now,  in  the  face  of  such  usurpation  of  poij^ 

I  would  like  to  know  what  is  the  use  ploj' 

making  appropriations  with  all  the  <*«**''J? 

are  laboring  over,  limiting  so  many  «^°*T  _, 

of  dollars  for  thU,  00  many  thousands  for  tui 
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object,  when  tbe  whole  thing  is  loxnped,  bo  to 
speak,  by  the  Secretarj[  of  the  Treasory,  and 
instead  of  paving  the  itemized  accounts  for 
which  we  made  the  appropriations,  throw  the 
whole  into  hotchpot,  as  was  done  in  this  very 
case  ?  Within  a  week  or  two  of  the  time  when  the 
$93,000  for  this  old  and  settled  claim  was  paid 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  he  came  before 
tbia  Honse  and  got  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations to  report  for  him  a  deficiency  bill  of 
$2,000,000,  which  passed  Cooeress  in  Febru- 
ary, 1870,  $1,500,000  of  which  was  for  this 
very  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair,  on 
account  of  which  he  had  paid  this  $93,000 
only  a  few  weeks  before. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  gentleman  is  prob- 
ably not  aware  that  he  is  out  of  order  in  this 
discussion. 

Mr.  BECEL  My  proposition  is  to  give  to 
the  Departments  all  the  monev  that  they  want, 
BO  that  they  need  not  violate  the  law  any 
longer. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  do  not  feel  at  liberty 
under  the  rules  to  discuss  that  matter  with  the 
eentleman.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  not  fair  for 
bim  to  make  the  remarks  he  has  done,  and 
that  it  is  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  House  for 
him  to  do  so. 

The  matter  is  under  consideration  by  the 
committee.  The  report  of  the  committee  is 
not  here.  The  gentleman  is  not  anthoriaed 
in  stating;  asyet  anything  as  to  that  testimony. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  am  giving  this  as  a  specimen 
of  the  way  the  Departments  do.  I  am  not 
discussing  now  the  official  conduct  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  say  that  the  genUeman 
is  doing  exactly  that  thing. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  say  that  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury  shows  by  his  evidence  that  all 
tJie  Departments  are  doing  as  I  have  stated, 
and  that  your  appropriations  are  a  farce. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  What  knowledge  has  the 
gentleman  of  the  testimony  before  that  com- 
mittee? 

Mr.  BECK.  My  knowledge  is  derived  from 
the  public  papers  of  the  country,  and  from  a 
copy  of  the  testimony,  which  i  obtained  in 
order  to  see  whether  the  testimony  as  .pub- 
lished in  the  newspapers  was  correct. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  raise 
the  point  of  order  that  this  discussion  is  not 
in  order.  It  would  be  indecorous— my  own 
sen  be  of  propriety  would  not  allow  me — ^to 
respond  to  the  gentleman's  remarks.  The 
matter  is  now  being  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee. The  testimony,  whatever  it  is,  is  in 
chlLrge  of  that  committee ;  by  and  by  it  will  be 
reported,  and  then  the  gentleman's  criticism 
upon  it  will  be  in  order.  But  at  present  I 
raise  the  point  of  order,  as  the  only  reply  that 
can  now  be  made  to  the  gentleman  under  the 
rules  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BECK.     I  insist 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  will 
give  way  until  the  point  of  order  is  decided. 
The  Chair  understands  that  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  bases  his  remarks  upon  a  newspaper 
publication  of  testimony  taken  before  a  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  BECK.    Yes,  sir. 

The  CHAIRMAN;  If  the  testimony  has 
found  its  way  into  the  public  prints,  the  gen- 
tleman has  a  right  to  comment  upon  it,  and 
tbe  committee  may  take  it  for  what  it  is  worth. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  have  been  trying  to  show, 
Mr.  Chairman,  that  all  the  bills  which  we  are 
now  seeking  to  pass  with  so  much  pomp  of 
circumstance  and  detail  amount  to  nothing; 
that  the  bureau  officers  set  them  all  aside  and 
pay  out  what  they  please,  even  upon  accounts 
settled  by  former  administrations,  in  violation 
of  law,  as  I  can  prove  by  opinions  of  every 
Attorney  General  from  Mr.  Wirt  down,  which 
reports  I  have  before  me  to  verify  what  I  say, 
if  opportunity  is  allowed.  That  is  the  reason 
I  object  to  all  our  proceedings  here  as  useless, 
if  not  foolish.   « 

Mr.  SARGENT.    Mr.  Chairman,  the  minor 


point  which  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
seeks  to  make  is  of  venr  little  consequence  com- 
pared with  the  ground  he  seeks  to  cover  by  his 
broader  inferences.  If  the  gentleman  asserts 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  violated  a  law 
in  paying  $98,000  on  the  Secor  claim,  I  say 
that  he  is  in  my  judgment  entirely  incorrect  in 
the  statement.  Being  upon  that  committee, 
I  am  sorry  to  be  compelled  to  express  an 
opinion  upon  this  matter.  At  any  rate  it  is 
simply  a  question  as  to  the  construction  of  a 
law ;  and  not  even  the  gentleman's  Democratic 
colleagues  on  the  committee  believe  that  the 
honor  of  the  Secretary  was  in  that  matter 
touched  in  any  particular.  I  believe  I  express 
on  this  point  their  opinion  as  well  as  my  own. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  I  think  perhaps  it  would 
be  well  that  the  gentleman  should  not  under- 
take to  state  the  opinions  of  his  colleagues  on 
the  committee.  Ithink  we  have  been  careful 
not  to  express  opinions  as  we  went  along. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  heard  the  gentleman 
say,  and  it  went  into  the  newspapers,  (I  sup- 
pose I  have  as  much  right  under  the  rules  of 
the  House  to  refer  to  newspaper  reports  as  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  has,)  that  so  far  as 
proceedings  had  gone — ^and  the  remark  was 
made  at  a  very  late  stage  of  the  proceed- 
ings— there  was  nothing  developed  touching 
the  honor  of  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  But  as  to  the  question  of 
construction,  I  want  to  say 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  gentleman  will  excuse 
me  for  a  moment.  The  House  must  see  at 
once  the  embarrassment  to  which  such  a  dis- 
cussion as  this  leads.  I  desire  to  be  cour- 
teous toward  my  associates  in  the  House,  and 
especially  my  colleagues  on  the  committee; 
but  a  discussion  here  in  the  House  of  a  subject 
which  is  being  investigated  by  a  committee 
compels  any  one  who  would  advert  to  it  to 
appear  at  every  moment  to  do  that  which  is 
in  some  aspects  improper.  I  do  not  know 
how  I  can  refer  to  the  matter  and  be  in  order. 
It  seems  to  me  to  be  entirely  contrary  to  the 
common  law  of  the  House  that  a  matter  which 
is  intrusted  to  a  committee  for  investigation 
should  be  made  a  subject  of  discussion  on  this 
floor  in  advance  of  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee. I  will  not,  however,  further  allude  to 
what  the  gentleman  has  said  on  that  point. 

I  wish,  however,  to  say  a  word  or  two  on 
another  point.  The  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky alludes  to  the  fact  that  at  a  certain  time 
Congress  granted  a  deficiency  appropriation 
for  the  Bureau  of  Construction  and  Repair 
and  another  bureau,  the  amount  of  which  was 
from  fifteen  hundred  thousand  to  two  million 
dollars.  Why,  sir,  at  the  very  time  we  made 
that  deficiency  appropriation  for  the  Navy 
Department  we  took  from  that  Department 
some  $8,000,000  and  covered  it  into  the  Treas- 
ury. Instead  of  allowing  the  Department  the 
benefit  of  the  money  it  had  in  its  hands,  which 
had  been  saved  in  the  administration  of  other 
bureaus,  we  took  away  a  million  or  two  dollars 
more  than  we  appropriated  at  that  time  for  its 
benefit.  And  if  it  proved  anything  at  all  it 
proved  that  the  Navy  was  economical,  that  it 
was  saving  money  in  its  administration.  I 
say  the  criticism  raised  at  that  time  against 
the  Navy,  and  the  preiudice  sought  to  be 
excited  against  it,  in  order  to  defeat  another 
proposition — and  that  was  the  League  island 
matter — were  entirely  unjustified  by  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  that  appropriation 
was  asked  or  granted.  Now,  sir,  I  do  not 
see  how,  except  by  referring  to  the  testimony 
taken  before  the  committee,  I  can  answer  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  and  I  think  that 
would  be  improper;  and,  as  I  understand  the 
nature  of  that  testimony,  I  propose  to  gov- 
ern myself  by  what  I  consider  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

THere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HALE.  I  wish  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  make 
the  point  of  order  himself  that  this  discussion 


is  not  germane  to  the  pending  amendment  of 
the  Senate.     One  gentleman  has  been  heard 
on  each  side  of  the  House,  and  the  discussion 
must  stop  here. 
The  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

The  Clerk  read  the  eighty-fourth  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  as  follows : 

Insert  these  words : 

To  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  have  examined 
and  copies  famished  from  the  rebel  archives,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  use  of  the  Government,  $6,000. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  recom- 
mend concurrence  in  that  amendment  with  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  committee  to  the  amendment 
now  being  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Strike  oat  all  after  the  word  **haTe"  in  said 
amondment,  and  insert  in  lien  thereof  the  following: 

The  rebel  archives  examined  and  copies  famished 
from  time  to  time  for  the  use  of  the  Oovernment. 
including  also  an  addirionnl  sum  for  contingent 
expenses  of  bis  office,  $11,000,  and  for  the  payment 
of  clerks  employed  in  the  examination  and  settle- 
ment of  claims  arising  from  the  collection  and  or- 
ganization of  volunteers  during  the  late  war,  as  fol- 
lows :  four  clerks  of  cla.«8  four,  three  clerks  of  class 
three,  four  clerks  at  $1,500  per  annum,  twenty-throe 
clerks  of  class  two,  and  twelve  clerks*  of  class  one. 
one  fireman  at  $720  per  annum,  one  messenger  n  t  $360 
per  annum,  and  for  incidental  expense.**,  $8,000; 
making  in  all  the  further  sum  of  173.680 ;  which  is 
hereby  appropriated. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to 
explain  to  the  committee  the  reason  for  this 
amendment,  which  appears  rather  remarkable 
until  it  is  understood. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  reserve  all 
points  of  or-der. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  There  are  none 
which  can  be  reserved.  Mr.  Chairman,  up  to 
the  present  time  the  laws  for  tbe  collecting, 
drilling,  and  organizing  of  volunteers  have 
made  permanent  appropriations.  We  have 
not  made  appropriations  year  by  year  as  the 
laws  which  created  that  work,  which  author- 
ized that  to  be  done,  made  permanent  end 
contiuuins  appropriations  out  of  the  Treasury. 
Until  the  law  of  1870,  which  went  into  effect 
last  July,  there  was  no  appearance  in  the  reg- 
ular appropriation  bills  of  any  of  these  items. 
They  have  been  paid  year  by  year  out  of  the 
Treasury  without  any  specific  appropriation. 
It  has  been  decided  in  the  past  tew  months, 
by  the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  that 
the  law  of  July  12,  1870,  cuts  off  this  class  of 
appropriations  from  b^ing  permanent  and  puts 
them  into  the  class  of  annual  appropriations. 
I  call  attention  to  the  following  letter  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  relative  to  appropriations 
for  collecting,  drilling,  and  organizing  volun- 
teers  * 

War  Dcpabtmikt.  Ftbntary  21. 1872. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  for  the  consideration 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  tbe  following : 

By  enaetments  (12  Statutes,  pages  316,  508,  and 
643;  also  13  Statutes,  page  126)  appropriarions  were 
made  for  oollecting,  drillinr.  and  organising  volun- 
teers, amounting  to  $40,700,000. 

Pending  tbe  consideration  of  the  act  of  July  12. 
1870,  (16  Statutes,  pages  230.  251.)  this  Department 
viewed  that  these  appropriations  for  oolleoting, 
drilling,  and  organising  volunteers  were  not  made 
specifically  for  the  service  of  any  fiscal  year,  and 
that  they  fell  under  tbe  bead  of"  permanent  or  in- 
definite.'  This  view  was  confirmed  by  the  opinion 
of  the  Second  Comptroller.  Therefore,  the  War 
Department  took  no  action  toward  having  tbe  act 
amended,  with  the  view  of  saving  the  appropria- 
tions. 

After  the  passage  of  the  act,  the  Second  Comp- 
troller affirmed  the  view  as  stated,  and  that  affirma- 
tion has  been  practically  enforced  by  tbe  passage  of 
most  of  tbe  disbursements  made  under  it. 

Consequently  the  De|>arlmentcontinued,  as  before, 
paying  what  were  considered  legitimate  and  proper 
expenses  from  said  appropriation. 

In  December,  1870,  a  requisition  made  for  funds 
to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  proper  ditbursing 
officer  was  returned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, who  stated  that  he  had  been  informed  that  the 
money  was  to  be  used  in  paying  clerks  of  this  De- 
partment, and  in  view  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act 
of  July  12, 1870.  expressed  doubts  as  to  the  propriety 
of  the  advance.  He  was  informed,  in  reply,  that 
the  money  was  required  for  the  payment  of  clerks 
employed  in  the  examination  and  settlement  of 
claims  arising  from  the  collection  and  organisation 
of  volunteers  daring  the  late  war.  and  for  the  pay- 
ment of  approved  claims.  The  only  answer  received 
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to  this  wiu  a  notification  that  the  funds  had  been 
placed  to  the  oredit  of  the  disbursios  officer*  as  re- 
quested. Id  July,  1871,  another  requisition  was  made 
for  funds  for  the  same  purpose  and  was  honored 
without  question. 

As  some  doubt,  however,  continued  to  exist,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  on  the  16th  day  of  January  and 
12th  day  of  February,  1872,  respectively,  addressed 
communications  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
asking  for  an  express  decision,  and  in  reply  the  First 
Comptroller  has  decided  that  the  fund  for  '*oolleot- 
ingr,  drilling,  and  organising  volunteers  "  cannot  be 
used  in  payment  of  any  expenses  incurred  since  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  July  12. 1870. 

The  Secretary  of  War  is  therefore  constrained  to 
bring  the  matter  to  your  attention,  and  to  suggest  a 
joint  resolution  or  an  act,  excepting  from  the  opera- 
tions of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  of  July  12, 1870,  so 
much  of  the  unexpended  balance  of  the  appropria- 
tion for  collecting,  drilling,  and  organising  volun- 
teers as  may  be  necessary  to  close  the  business  con- 
nected with  the  collecting,  drilling,  and  organising 
volunteers  for  the  armies  engaged  in  the  late  rebel- 
lion, ,     ^ 

It  may  be  added  that  there  is  a  necessity  for  prooip  t 
action,  as  the  funds  are  necessary  for  the  continu- 
ance, by,  the  Adjutant  Qenerars  department,  of 
information  furnished — 

FirH.  In  connection  with  the  pay,  bounty,  and 
pensions  to  colored  soldiers  or  their  legal representa- 
tives 

l^condlv.  Affecting  claims  of  ex-officers  of  colored 
troops  or  their  representatives  for  arrears  of  pay. 
pensions.  &c. 

Thirdly.  To  the  Second  Auditor's  Office  as  to  pay- 
ment of  advance  pay  and  bounty  to  soldiers  at  date 
of  muster  in,  for  use  of  that  office  in  settlement  of 
claims. 

Fourthly.  To  the  Second  and  Fourth  Auditors' 
Offices.  Pension  Office,  Paymaster  General  and  the 
Adjutant  General's  office,  (proper.)  relative  to  the 
enrollment  and  muster  of  substitutes,  drafted  men, 
volunteers,  and  final  disposition  made  of  such  as  are 
not  borne  on  the  r^ular  records  of  the  Adj  utant  Gen- 
eral's  Office. 

Fifthly.  Affecting  individuals,  township  and  muni- 
cipal authorities,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  ques- 
tions arising  from  the  enrollment  and  draft  during 
the  late  war. 

Sixthly.  Relative  to  claims  for  private  horses  lost 
in  service,  (officers'.) 

Seventhly,  Relative  to  claims  for  -arrears  of  pay, 
bounty,  and  pension  to  the  Auditor  and  Pension 
Office. 

Eighthly.  To  the  Second  Auditor,  to  enable  him  to 
oredit  the  fund  arising  under  the  acts  of  Congress  of 
March  3, 1865,  and  March  21. 1866,  for  the  support  of 
national  military  asylums  for  disabled  volunteers. 

Nitkthly.  Connected  with  qlaims  arising  from  the 
ooliecting,  drilling,  and  organising  volunteers  in.- 
ourred  prior  to  complete  organization  or  muster  in. 

Tetnthly.  Connected  with  the  claims  arising  under 
draft  of  1862.  made  by  order  of  the  President,  dated 
August  4.  1862. 

Eleventhly.  Connected  with  claims  accruing  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  March  3.  1863.  made  by 
the  provost  marshals  of  the  different  congressional 
districts. 

Tioeifthly.  Connected  with  claims  for  the  return  of 
commutation  money,  under  the  acts  of  February  28, 
1867,  and  March  1, 1869. 

Thirteenthly.  In  all  cases  connected  with  the  vol- 
unteer recruiting  service,  mustering  and  disbursing 
officers,  acting  assistant  provost-marshal  ^rcoerals. 
and  district  provost  marshals  of  twenty-six  States 
and  divirions,  under  the  charge  of  the  late  Provost- 
Marshal  General's  Bureau,  besides  thirty- two  inde- 
pendent draft  rendexvons. 

Fourteenthly.  In  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  col- 
lection, organization,  and  discharge  of  colored 
troops,  of  officers,  and  the  organisation  of  the  first 
Army  corps,  (Hancock's.) 

Fifli^eHthly.  In  all  matters  growing  out  of  the 
organisation  of  the  armies  of  the  rebellion,  the 
organization  of  home  guards  and  militia  irregularly 
in  service,  or  employed  in  whole  or  in  part  by  the 
United  States,  and  in  all  matters  relative  to  boun- 
ties to  volunteer  troops,  growing  out  of  the  oondi- 
tton  under  which  the  forces  were  authorised. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  indicate  the  loss  and  in- 
jury to  the  Government  and  claimants  that  would 
result  from  the  stoppage,  even  for  a  single  day,  of 
the  branches  charged  with  the  business  as  enum- 
erated under  the  foregoing  heads. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 

Secretary  e/  War, 

We  do  not  makeanv  change  in  the  payment 
of  money  oat  of  thelreasury  for  this  purpose 
except  in  this:  we  tako  it  from  the  perma- 
nent appropriation  and  transfer  it  over  into 
the  annual  appropriation.  I  wish  to  say  to  the 
committee  in  this  connection  that  probably 
there  will  be  an  apparent  increase  of  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  or  thereabouts  in  the  appropria- 
tions of  this  year  over  the  appropriations  of 
last  year  on  that  account ;  that  is,  that  we 
shall  make  transfers  from  what  have  been  hith- 
erto permanent  appro()riations  over  into  the 
annual  appropriation  bill.  Of  coarse  the  per- 
manent appropriations  will  be  so  much  less,  and 
the  annual  appropriations  will  be  so  much 
more ;  but  the  aggregate  will  not  be  changed. 
It  is  a  reform  m  the  judgment  of  the  com- 


mittee in  the  right  direction ;  and  rather  than 
go  back  on  anything  that  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  of  the  House  did  last  year 
in  that  direction,  the  present  Committee  on 
Appropriations  are  inclined  rather  to  push  this 
thing  still  further,  and  to  have  as  little  money 
as  possible  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  to 
require  as  nearly  as  possible  all  moneys  coming 
from  appropriations  of  Congress  to  be  paid 
out  in  obedience  to  the  annual  appropriation 
law. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  still  further 
amend  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Com* 
mitteeon  Appropriations  by  adding  as  follows. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Two  efficient  clerks  of  class  four  to  aid  in  examin- 
ing the  rolls  of  the  war  of  1812,  to  secure  within  a 
reasonable  time  the  decision  of  cases  of  veterans 
of  that  war  pending  in  the  Pension  Bureau,  and 
most  unreasonably  delayed. 

Mr.  HOLMAi^.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  in 
favor  of  that  proposition. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  gentleman 
will  allow  me  for  a  moment,  I  desire  to  say 
that  when  the  deficiency  bill  was  under  con- 
sideration I  had  an  amendment  added  before 
it  passed,  by  which  Congress  made  a  special 
provision  for  the  Pension  Office  in  consequence 
of  the  increase  of  the  roll  of  soldiers  of  the 
war  of  1812,  and  that  is  now  pending  in  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  gentleman  does'  not 
get  my  proposition  at  all.  My  amendment  has 
reference  to  an  increase  of  the  clerical  force 
in  the  Third  Auditor's  office.  I  do  not  know 
that  a  more  striking  instance  of  injustice  could 
be  charged  against  this  Government  than  the 
unexampled  and  unreasonable  delay  which 
has  occurred  in  regard  to  the  reports  of  the 
Third  Auditor's  office  on  calls  from  the  Pen- 
sion Office  for  information  on  which  to  predi- 
cate the  decision  of  the  pension  cases  arising 
out  of  the  war  of  1812. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  the  Pen- 
sion Office,  stating  that  on  the  18th  day  of  last 
January  they  called  for  information  as  to  the 
state  of  the  rolls  in  connection  with  a  pending 
application  for  pension  by  a  soldier  of  the  war 
of  1812  over  ninety  years  of  age,  whose  case 
would  be  acted  upon  as  soon  as  an  answer 
would  be  received.  In  that  case  no  answer 
had  been  received.  Those  veterans  are  thus 
allowed  to  die  off  month  after  month,  while 
the  Pension  Office  is  waiting  for  months  for 
an  answer  from  another  of  the  bureaus  of  the 
Government  giving  the  necessary  informa- 
tion. If  an  addition  of  one  hundred  clerks 
was  necessary  to  secure  prompt  justice,  such 
an  addition  would  be  infinitely  more  justifi- 
able than  the  great  multitude  of  additional 
offices  which  are  created  without  any  apparent 
public  necessity.  I  hope,  sir,  that  Congress 
will  not  make  itself  responsible  for  this  unex- 
ampled, this  criminal  delay,  and  that  this  pro- 
vision will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  the  gentleman  will 
modify  his  amendment  so  as  to  make  the  lan- 
guage respectful,  it  might  perhaps  be  adopted 
with  advantage. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  am  willing  to  make 
the  language  as  respectful  as  the  gentleman 
desires. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  As  the  amendment  now 
stands,  it  is  attempting  to  put  an  argument 
into  an  appropriation.  I  would  like  to  know 
what  the  gentleman  means  by  the  adjective 
^'  efficient "  before  **  clerks.''  I  suppose  that 
all  clerks  of  class  four  are  efficient,  or  are 
intended  to  be  so. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  meanine  of  the  word 
^'  efficient"  is  well  understood ;  but  I  will  not 
insist  on  the  word. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  amendment  is  objec- 
tionable in  that  respect.  And  then  it  speaks 
of  an  '^  unreasonable  delay."  I  am  not  pre 
pared  to  say  that  this  has  been  an  unrea- 
sonable delay.  The  very  idea  on  which  the 
giving  of  this  additional  force  is  based  is  that 


the  delay  has  been  reasonable,  and  that  bj 

adding  to  the  force  we  will  take  awaj  tee 

reason  for  the  delay. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  will  modify  the  amec^ 

ment  so  that  it  shall  read  as  follows: 

Two  clerks  of  class  four,  to  aid  in^zamioinfthi 
rolls  of  the  war  of  1812,  to  secure  within  a  Tutit> 
able  time  the  decision  of  caaes  of  veterani  of  tLat 
war  pending  in  the  Pension  Bureau. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Does  tbegea 
tleman  propose  to  make  these  clerks  perma- 
nent or  temporaiT  clerks  ? 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     For  one  year  only. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  HoL](i}r*3 
amendment ;  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  bs  amended, 
was  then  concurred  in. 

The  Clerk  read  the  ninetieth  amendmeat, 

as  follows : 

To  enable  the  President  of  the  Unitsd  Sttto  to 
perfect  and  put  in  force  such  rules  reral&tinc  tba 
civil  service  as  may  from  time  to  timebead«pud 
by  him,  $50,000. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  reooo- 
mended  non- concurrence. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  We  desire  a  rote  oo  tk 
proposition. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  cannot  alio* 
this  amendment  to  be  acted  on  withoat  njies 
a  word  in  behalf  of  my  own  opinions  ou  ihc 
subject  to  which  it  relates.  I  may  say  that  on 
this  amendment  the  committee  were  eqaaih 
divided  as  to  concurrence  or  non-concorreoee, 
and  I  was  in  doubt  how  we  ought  to  report 
Perhaps,  therefore,  it  is  best  simply  to  ftaie 
the  fact  as  I  have  done,  and  call  that  the  npcr. 
of  our  action,  and  appeal  to  the  Hoose  for  tbe 
settlement  of  the  question.  For  my  own  put, 
I  desire  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  concor 
in  thistamendment  of  the  Senate,  and  my  iint 
reason  will  be  found  in  a  aimple  narratireof 
the  facts  in  the  case.  By  an  act  of  Confre<i 
not  now  a  year  old  the  President  of  tbeUniteil 
States  was  empowered  and  directed  lo  do 
whatever  he  could  to  secure  some  measure  of 
reform  in  the  civil  service  of  the  United  Sui«. 
In  obedience  to  that  law  he  appointed  a  cos 
mission  of  gentlemen  of  high  character  ao4 
directed  them  |o  examine  tbe  whole  6Qbjr<s. 
That  commission  have  gone  over  the  pom, 
examined  the  condition  of  tbe  civil  8«"j^' 
have  made  an  elaborate  report,  in  wbicb  tbef 
point  out  what  they  regard  the  evils,  the  gmt 
evils,  the  alarming  evils  of  our  civil  semw; 
and  they  suggest  to  the  President  a  series  ol 
measures  which  they  believe  will  aid  in  remedy- 
ing these  evils.  In  accordance,  with  theirr«C" 
ommendation,  the  President  has  ordered  to 
be  prepared  a  body  of  rules  to  regulate  the 
civil  service  of  the  Qnited  States,  which  rules, 
when  approved  by  him,  he  proposes  to  pot  in 
force  in  managing  the  civil  service  of  ^^*^?'* 
ernment.  That  body  of  rules  is  now  beinf 
prepared  for  the  President's  use.  What  they 
will  be  we  do  not  know,  but  before  they  »re 
put  in  execution  they  must  receive  the  rra- 
ident'  sown  sanction.  To  execute  this  porfxje, 
and  to  pay  the  necessary  expenditures  una^ 
the  law,  the  President  asks,  and  the  beoaw 
has  granted  in  this  bill,  an  appropnauoo  oi 
$60,000. 

The  simple  history  of  the  case,  it  aeeniM 
me,   makes  it  decent,   makes  it  b««o"|?^ 
makes  it  reasonable,  makes  it  nece^Ji  ^ 
the  House  should  accord  with  the  Senate  « 
granting  an  appropriation  for  this  P^'P^: 
is  due  to  the  President,  it  is  doe  to  ours^^ 
and  the  law  we  have  enacted,  that  s  n'^ 
should  be  made  of  the  attempt  at  reform. } 
this  ground,  which  of  itself  i  deema«6ciM| 
one,  I  ask  the  House  to  concur  m  thjs  sow 
ment.  ,^ 

Now  I  know,  sir,  that  it  is  becoming '«T 
fashionable  upon  this  floor  to  sneer  at  ^ 
service  reform.  I  agree  with  what  ^^^F^^ 
tlemen  say  here  in  criiicisiug  some  o  ^^ 
many  modes  proposed  for  carrymg  out 
reform.  I  agree  that  some  of  the  mj^y^j 
gested  are  CJtopian  and  possibly  ^^'""'^^^j^ 
agree  that  many  of  the  plana  forrtforo  w 
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amouDt  to  little  or  nothing ;  bat  I  aCBrm,  as 
the  result  of  much  reflection ,  thai  the  evil  com- 
plained of  is  so  deep,  so  wide,  so  high  that 
some  brave  Congress  must  meet  it,  must  grap- 
ple with  it,  must  overcome  it,  if  we  propose 
to  continue  a  worthv  and  noble  nation.  Of 
this  I  have  no  more  doubt  than  I  have  that  the 
sun  is  circling  in  the  heavens  above  us  to-day. 

A  Member.  We  are  revolving  about  the 
Ban. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  We  do  not 
speak  in  the  language  of  astronomy,  but  in  the 
language  of  every-day  life.  If  gentlemen  will 
consult  their  almanacs  they  will  find  my  justi- 
fication for  this  language.     [Laughter.  J 

Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  without  referring  to 
any  special  theory  of  civil  service,  I  ask  whether 
this  committee  is  prepared  to  say  now  to  the 
President,  to  the  Senate,  and  to  the  country  that 
we  do  not  propose  to  make  any  attempt  what- 
ever in  the  direction  of  civnl  service  reform ; 
that  we  do  not  propose  to  expend  a  dollar,  nor 
make  the  least  effort  for  that  purpose;  that 
we  propose  definitely  apd  now  to  put  an  end 
to  the  attempt,  and  to  say  that  the  old  mad 
whirl  of  office  brokerage,  of  coining  the  entire 
patronage  of  the  United  States  into  mere  polit- 
ical lucre,  shall  hereafter  be  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  that  nothing  shall  be  done  to  ennoble 
our  public  service;  that  no  shield  shall  be 
interposed ;  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  head  of  the  Administration,  the  head 
of  his  party  and  the  chief  of  the  nation,  shall 
be  tola  now  to  stop  all  efforts  to  better  the 
state  of  things,  and  let  the  wild  dance  go  on  in 
the  old  way.  I  will  not  believe  that  such  is 
the  deliberate  purpose  of  this  House—— 

fUere  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts  obtained 
the  floor. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  if  $50,000  is  as  much  as  is 
asked  for  this  purpose? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bittler]  is  entitled  to  the 
floor. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desite 
to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Gar- 
field] why  he  should  insist  upon  making  an 
argument  upon  this  amendment,  when  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  had  piven  nnanimous 
consent  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  to  non-concur  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate?  Let  me  here  give 
a  word  or  two  of  history  as  well  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio.  A  former  Congress,  for  pretty 
much  the  same  reason  that  they  voted  to  abol- 
ish the  franking  privilege,  in  order  to  throw  a 
burden  upon  the  President  and  the  Adminis- 
tration, by  a  sort  of  snap  judgment  put  in  an 
appropriation  bill  a  provision  about  civil  ser- 
Yice 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  gentle- 
man will  allow  me,  I  will  say  that  I  did  not 
understand  that  anv  vote  had  been  taken  upon 
this  amendment  of  tfie  Senate.  1  rose  to  de- 
bate it,  and  to  ask  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  concur  in  this  amendment  of  the  Senate. 
And  permit  me  to  say  that  it  is  no  funeral,  un- 
less the  gentleman  makes  a  funeral  of  it  by 
first  furnisbinea  corpse. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Very 
well ;  I  will  begin  upon  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield,]  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Approjpriations.  [Laughter.] 
Now,  then,  what  did  that  gentleman  say?  He 
said  that  then  many  of  these  plans  were  futile, 
visionary,  theoretical,  and  that  cannot  be,  in 
his  judgment,  carried  into  practical  operation. 
And  yet  be  asks  us  to  appropriate  $50,000 
of  the  people's  money  to  carry  out  visionary, 
futile,  theoretical,  useless  plans,  devised  by 
newspaper  editors  and  nobody  else  of  whom  I 
ever  heard. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  And  no  other  plan  has 
been  presented. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachnsetts.  And  no 
other  plan  has  yet  been  presented.  Now,  I 
will  finish  what  I  have  to  say  about  civil  ser- 


vice reform  by  stating  to  this  Committee  of  the 
Whole  what  occurred  to  me  last  night,  and 
which  will  illustrate  the  whole  subject  fully.  I 
was  sitting  in  my  office  when,  in  the  midst  of 
the  storm,  my  bell  rang,  and  a  man  came  in 
leaning  on  two  crutches.  I  recognized  him  as 
a  gallant  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  James,  of 
the  tenth  Armv  corps,  from  the  State  of  Ohio. 
His  father  had  died  from  wounds  received  in 
the  service,  and  his  brother,  like  himself, 
came  out  of  the  service  with  but  one  foot. 
I  was  glad  to  see  him.  I  saw  that  he  was  in 
trouble,  and  said  to  him,  **  What  is  the  matter, 
sir?*'  He  said,  '*  I  want  to  go  to  Hampton." 
'  *  To  Hampton  ? ' '  *  *  Yes,  to  the  asylu  m  there 
for  disabled  soldiers."  ''  Why,''  said  I,  ''  do 
you  want  to  go  to  the  asylum  for  disabled  sol- 
diers at  Hampton?"  He  replied,  ^'I  have 
been  discharged  from  my  office  of  clerk,  and 
I  must  go  there  or  starve ;  I  have  no  other 
alternative.  I  wish  you  would  give  me  an 
order  to  go  there."  Now,  as  one  of  the  board 
of  managers  I  had  authority  to  admit  him  as 
an  inmate,  but  I  inaugurated  a  little  civil  ser- 
vice code  of  my  own.  I  sent  the  crippled 
officer  to  Hampton  to  be  a  clerk  there  at  the 
highest  rate  of  salary  we  are  allowed  to  pay  by 
our  regulations  and  bj  the  laws. 

Now,  who  passed  highest  under  this  civil 
service  reform  in  the  examination  the  other 
day  in  the  Post  Office  Department?  A  rebel 
surgeon.  Who  passes  highest  to-day  in  all 
the  examinations?  The  young  men  who  re- 
mained at  home  in  their  colleges  and  schools, 
and  there  learned  their  lessons  and  became 
writers  for  newspapers  afierward,  while  their 
brothers  were  fighting  the  battles  of  the  country. 
Who  will  pass  the  worst  examination,  the  man 
who  stands  upon  one  leg,  with  perhaps  one 
arm  a  little  palsied  by  reason  of  wounds,  or  the 
man  who  can  write  German  text,  because  he 
was  attending  school  while  his  neighbor  was  in 
the  field  ? 

-What  is  this  civil  service  reform  intended  to 
reach  ?  It  will  do  no  harm  in  my  district  if 
it  is  based  upon  educational  acquirement, 
because,  thank  God,  I  represent  one  of  the 
districts  of  the  country  where  there  are  as 
many  men  and  women  educated,  and  highly 
educated,  as  any  district  in  the  United  States. 
But  how  would  that  operate  in  the  South,  torn 
as  it  has  been  by  the  war,  and  where  both 
white  and  black  nave  been  prevented  from 
obtaining  an  education,  and  who  would  be 
shut  out  from  any  participation  in  the  service 
of  the  Government  by  a  system  of  reform 
^funded  merely  upon  educational  qualifica- 
tions? What  the  civil  service  reform  means 
is  a  Government  aristocracy  of  officials  who 
are  to  be  perpetuated  in  office,  from  which 
shall  be  excluded  the  men  most  deserving  of 
consideration  from  the  Government  they  have 
served  in  its  hour  of  need. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  move  to  amend  the  Sen- 
ate amendment  by  striking  out  the  last  word  ; 
and  I  do  this  because  I  desire  as  much  as  pos- 
sible of  the  amendment  to  remain.  The  elo- 
quent gentleman  Trom  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Butler]  has  assumed  that  the  $50,000  pro- 
posed to  be  appropriated  in  this  amendment 
is  to  be  expended  in  enforcing  such  rules  of 
civil  service  as  have  already  been  suggested. 
If  that  were  so,  I  should,  I  think,  agree  with 
him.  But  as  I  understand,  this  $50,000  is 
applicable  to  the  improvement  of  the  civil 
service,  and  I  think  that  if  $50,000  can  aid 
somewhat  in  that  direction  it  will  be  money 
well  expended. 

There  is  need  of  reform  in  our  civil  service. 
When,  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  I  visited  with  my  colleagues  on 
that  committee  New  York,  Boston,  Philadel- 
phia, San  Francisco,  and  other  ports,  and  had 
occasion  to  look  into  the  civil  service  as  we 
found  it  represented  in  the  custom-houses,  we 
were  all  led  to  believe  that  there  were  great 
defects  by  which  the  service  was  demoralized 
I  and  the  Government  largely  defrauded  of  its 


revenues,  sometimes  from  ignorance  and  some- 
times by  that  craft  which  mere  educational 
standards  applied  by  a  civil  service  board  could 
not  remedy. 

I  understand  that  in  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment there  is  in  the  branch  having  charge  of 
the  postal  route  business  a  sort  of  civil  service 
system  which  tests  the  knowledee  of  the  appli- 
cant for  agent  as  to  the  geography  of  the  route 
he  has  to  go  over,  the  distributing  points,  the 
post  routes,  the  general  connections  of  rail- 
road, stage,  and  water  travel.  Such  a  system 
of  civil  service  would  not  exclude  a  war- worn 
soldier  or  officer,  such  as  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  has  alluded  to. 

Mr.  Chairman.  I  can  conceive  no  reason 
why  a  member  ox  Congress  should  decide  who 
shall  or  who  shall  not  be  employed  in  the 
worshops  of  the  Government.  I  can  see  no 
reason  why  a  member  of  Congress,  happen- 
ing to  represent  a  district  in  which  there  is  a 
navy-yard,  should  be  called  upon  to  dictate  to 
the  naval  constructor,  the  master  builder,  or 
the  master  blacksmith  whom  he  must  employ 
and  whom  he  must  not  employ. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Is  there 
anything  about  that  in  the  plan  of  civil  service 
reform  ? 

•  Mr.  KELLEY.  There  is  in  the  current 
political  usages  of  the  day  a  great  deal  about 
it;  and  there  ought  to  be  in  onr  civil  service 
that  which  would  effectually  exclude  such  inter- 
ference. Representing  a  city  in  which  there 
is  a  navy-yard,  I  know  what  the  usages  are 
there ;  and  when  on  my  travels  with  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  inquire  what  they  are  elsewhere. 

I  say  that  the  men  in  charee  of  the  different 
branches  of  business  carriea  on  by  the  Got- 
ernment,  who  are  or  ought  to  be  selected  for 
their  capacity,  their  fitness  for  the  places  they 
fill,  are  a  great  deal  better  able  to  select  proper 
workmen  than  I  am,  sitting  at  my  desk  here  in 
Washington  for  six  months  in  the  year. 

In  speaking  of  this  matter  I  but  state  what 
is  within  the  experience  oi  gentlemen  on  this 
floor.  I  hope  tliat  the  appropriation  adopted 
by  the  Senate  will  be  concurred  in  by  this 
House,  that  it  may  be  wisely  expended,  not  in 
enforcing  any  absurd  rules,  but  in  drawing 
from  experience  rules  which,  while  they  shall 
correct  and  purify  the  service,  shall  be  con- 
sistent with  our  institutions  and  the  condition 
of  our  people. 

UESSAOB  PROM  THB  SBNATB. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  rose  inform- 
ally; and  the  Speaker  having  resumed  the 
chair,  a  message  from  the  Senate,  *by  Mr. 
Sympson,  one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that 
the  Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  following 
titles,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
was  requested : 

An  act  (S.  No.  546)  relative  to  homestead 
settlers  burned  out  in  the  States  of  Minnesota, 
Wisconsin,  and  Michigan  ;  and 

An  act  (S.  No.  946)  to  remove  the  charge 
of  desertion  against  Harry  B.  Cloud  from  the 
records  and  give  him  an  honorable  discharge. 

LBQISLATIYB,    BTO.,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Union  resumed  its  session,  and  again 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1060)  making  appropriations  for  the  legisla- 
tive, executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1873,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  pending  question  was  upon  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  insert  in  the  bill  the 
following: 

To  enable  th«  President  of  the  United  States  to 
perfect  and  put  in  force  saoh  rules  regulating  the 
civil  service  a«  may  from  time  to  time  be  adopted 
by  him.  $50,000. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Mr.  Chairman,  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  is  a  tolerably  simple  question, 
and  one  which  can  perhaps  be  separated  to 
some  extent  from  the  declamation  we  have 
had  in  respect  to  it  from  the  gentleman  from 
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Massachotfetts,  [Mr.  BaTLEB.]  Of  course,  Mr. 
Chairman,  any  civil  service  that  would  drive 
a  wounded  or  maimed  soldiei;  into  a  hospital 
to  be  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  country 
would  very  readily  meet  objection.  It  would 
meet  objection  in  this  House,  as  it  ought;  Jt 
would  meet  objection  anywhere  among  those 
who  stood  by  the  country  during  the  rebellion. 

^et  me  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  that  while  we 
all  listened  and  were  touched  with  the  pathos 
of  the  narrative  which  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butlsr]  presented  to  us, 
1,  for  one,  failed  to  see  where  the  civil  service 
reform  was  responsible  for  the  condition  of 
that  poor  soldier.  I  suspect,  Mr.  Chairman, 
if  we  could  get  to  the  bottom  of  that  case,  we 
should  find  that  some  village  politician,  some 
man  who  could  run  a  primary  meeting,  some 
active  person  in  favor  with  politicians,  had 
driven  this  soldier  out  of  o&ce,  and  forced 
him  to  go  to  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts in  order  to  seek  from  him  a  refuge  at 
Hampton. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  And  such  gen- 
erally is  the  fact  in  reference  to  all  like  cases. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  We  find  that  the  soldiers 
are  the  very  men  who  are  driven  out  of  office, 
who  are  kept  out  of  office,  by  this  pestilent 
doctrine  that  the  spoils  belong  to  the  active 
politicians.  Just  so  long  as  the  present  sys- 
tem is  continued,  just  so  long  as  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  is  made  to  pay  polit- 
ical expenses,  just  so  lon^  as  men,  by  running 
primary  meetings,  by  activity  at  elections,  by 
being  active  politicians,  in  view,  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  or  politicians  anywhere, 
earn  the  right  to  put  their  hands  into  the 
Treasury,  just  so  long  the  soldiers  of  the  coun- 
try will  be  driven  to  these  refuges,  tl^ese  hospi- 
tals; and  just  so  long  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butler]  will  have  cause 
to  exercise  his  benevolent  feeling  in  regard  to 
these  soldiers  driven  out  to  make  place  for 
restless,  busy  politicians. 

It  is  a  question  here  between  honest,  faith- 
ful men  and  the  politicians.  That  is  the  ques- 
tion ;  and  I  think  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  BuTLERj  will  not  say  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  does  not  think 
as  much  of  the  soldiers  as  any  gentleman  who 
served  in  the  Army.  The  President  of  the 
United  States,  who  stood  at  the  head  of  our 
Army  when  we  conquered  the  rebellion;  who 
by  unanimous  vote  of  Congress  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  our  armies  after  he  had  conquered 
the  rebellion  ;  who,  by  reason  of  his  gallant 
services  as  general  more  than  anything  else, 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  Republican  party, 
and  who  now  sits  in  the  executive  chair  as 
head  of  the  nation,  and  who,  I  trust,  is  to  be 
supported  for  reelection  by  the  -  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts — this  same  gentleman  who 
loves  the  soldiers  as  well  as  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  is  asking  that  Congress 
will  give  him  all  the  strength  it  can  to  carry 
Vito  effect  the  civil  service  regulations.  And 
yet  we  are  asked  to  refuse  him  the  paltry 
appropriation  of  $50,000. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Is  another  amendment 
in  order? 

The  CHAIRMAN.     It  is.   ' 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Then  I  move  to  strike 
out  the  last  two  words. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  will  be  recollected  by 
gentlemen  who  were  members  of  the  last  Con- 
gress that  there  was  a  special  committee  on 
the  subject  of  civil  service  reform.  A  dis- 
tinguished gentleman  from  Rhode  Island,  Mr. 
Jenckes,  not  now  a  member,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  that  committee,  had  the  subject  of 
civil  service  reform  very  much  at  heart,  not 
only  in  that,  but  in  the  preceding  Congress. 
He  was  chairman  of  the  committee,  while  I 
was  one  of  the  subordinates.  That  committee 
reported  a  bill  to  the  House  ou  the  subject  of 
civil  service  reform.  It  was  debated  but  for  a 
short  time,  but  long  enough  to  make  it  evident 
that  it  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  temper 


of  the  House.    It  was  recommitted,  and  the 

committee  so  far  ended  its  labor  on  the  subject 

of  civil  service  reform.     On   the  last  day  of 

the  session  the  Senate  added  a  section  to  one 

of  the  appropriation  bills,  to  which  I  call  the 

attention  of  the  House.     It  is  as  follows : 

"  Sec.  9.  That  the  Prosident  of  the  United  SUtes 
be.  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  prescribe  such 
rules  and  regulations  for  the  admission  of  persons 
in  the  oivil  service  of  the  United  States  as  will  best 

$  remote  the  efficiency  thereof,  and  ascertain  the 
tness  of  each  candidate  in  respect  to  age.  health, 
character,  knowledge,  and  ability  for  the  branch 
of  service  into  which  bo  seeks  to  enter;  and  for  this 
purpose  the  President  is  authorised  to  employ  suit- 
able persons  to  conduct  said  inquiries,  to  prescribe 
their  duties,  and  to  establish  regulations  for  the 
conduct  of  persons  who  may  receive  appointments 
in  the  civil  service." 

Acting  under  the  provisions  of  that  law, 
which  of  course  the  President  would  not  feel 
at  liberty  to  disregard,  he  appointed  a  com- 
mission, putting  upon  it  gentlemen  against 
whom  I  have  not  heard  a  serious  objection 
urged.  One  of  those  gentlemen  was  a  politi- 
cal writer  of  high  distinction,  who  has  done 
more  than  any  other  to  inculcate  in  the  pub- 
lic mind  the  impression  that  there  was  room 
for  great  reform  in  the  public  service.  An- 
other had  been  a  Senator  of  the  United  States. 
Another  was  a  gentlensan  from  a  southern 
State,  formerly  in  a  hig&  official  position,  and 
not  wholly  unaware  of  what  went  on  in  the 
operations  of  the  southern  confederacy.  And 
then  there  were  gentlemen  experienced  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Departments,  who  conld  furnish 
practical  information  as  to  the  workings  of  the 
present  system. 

That  body  of  gentlemen  convened,  and  I 
have  reason  to  believe  worked  faithfully  and 
patiently,  and  honestly  endeavored  to  see  the 
exact  truth,  and  to  act  upon  it  to  the  extent 
of  their  abilities.  They  recommended  by 
report  to  the  President  certain  measures  of 
reform  in  the  civil  service.  Now  I  submit,  in 
view  of  our  legislation,  in  view  of  the  report 
of  these  men  to  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  he  was  bound,  morally  bound,  to  so  far 
regard  their  recommendations  as  to  attempt 
honestly  and  in  good  faith  to  put-  them  into 
practice,  to  bring  them  into  actual  working 
order.  This  he  has  done ;  and  I  am  in  favor 
of  his  continuing  to  test  the  proposals  and 
methods  of  the  commission  until  there  shall 
be  demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
country  either  their  value  or  their  want  of 
value. 

The  country  has  been  agitated  and  excited 
on  the  subject  of  civil  service  reform.  An 
impression  has  been  created  that  the  present 
system  is  very  corrupt  and  objectionable.  A 
commission  appointed  under  the  legislation 
of  Congress  have  recommended  this  method 
of  reform.  Let  it  be  tried.  If  experience 
shows  it  to  be  good,  let  us  adopt  it ;  if  other- 
wise, let  us  reject  it. 

I  desire  to  say  that  I  have  little  faith  in  the 
success  of  this  scheme  of  reforming  the  civil 
service.  I  may  be  right  or  I  may  be  wrone 
in  that  view.  But  Congress  has  instructed 
the  President  to  enter  upon  the  career  of 
reforming,  or  attempting*to  reform,  the  civil 
service ;  and  I  am  for  appropriating  money  to 
enable  him  to  carry  out  the  experiment  until 
everybody  shall  see  that  it  has  been  fully  and 
fairly  tried,  so  as  to  demonstrate  either  its 
success  or  its  want  of  success.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  amendment  of  the  Senate  will  be  con- 
curred in. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  COBURN.  If  this  apaendment  which 
is  now  sought  to  be  passed  is  of  any  import- 
ance whatever,  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be 
adopted,  for  the  reason  that  Congress,  the 
body  representing  the  people,  the  legislative 
power  in  the  country,  is  much  more  capable 
of  devising  a  system  of  reform  in  this  matter 
than  is  the  President  of  the  United  States,  be 
he  who  he  may.  Last  winter,  in  a  little,  short 
clause,  unworthy  of  the  legislative  conception 
of  a  board  of  county  commissioners,  unworthy 
of  the  consideration  of  five  men  for  five  min- 


utes, we  stuck  on  an  appropriatioDbill,  f«iv. 
in  the  night,   in   great   haste,  without  ^} 
chance  of  debatiujp^  it,,  a  provision  in  rekutL 
to  this  scheme  of  civil  service,  iotrosting  u 
the  President  the  pow^r  to  apDoiot  cerUii 
irresponsible  commissioners  to  dictftte  to  tu 
forty  million  people  of  this  coaotiy  what  gto 
tlemen  who   nave   addressed  the  coiomiuM  g 
claim  to  be  a  great  reform.    He  has  dooe  so.   4 
and  they  have  done  their  work  for  us  and  for    ' 
all  the  land. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Is  not  the  Presde&t 
endeavoring  to  execute  the  truat  ve  com 
mitted  to  him  ? 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  will  come  to  that  after 
awhile.  I  think  that  the  people  of  the  Coiled 
States  by  their  Representatives  are  capable,  if 
this  subject  is  worthy  of  coQsiderauoD,  of 
legislating  upon  it ;  and  therefore  I  am  opposed 
to  indorsing  a  scheme  of  this  kind  in  ilspr^ot 
crude  shape.  If  ^we  are  to  do  anythiog  at  &11. 
let  us  go  to  work  and  get  up  a  well  coDiidet^d 
system  in  a  proper  way.  Let  us  eanrfuilj 
frame  proper  enactments  upoo  the  bio^tcc 
after  due  deliberation  and  discassioa.  ^bet 
I  say  this,  I  express  no  distrust  in  the  Pr» 
ident,  and  am  not  criticising  any  thine  thaik 
been  done. 

But  let  us  look  at  the  philosophy  of  liu* 
thing.  Where  is  the  necessity  for  this?  ii it 
because  there  is  corruption  in  the  Depvt 
ments?  Is  it  because  our  pivil  senrice  is 
inefficient  ?  What  corruption  is  there  that  it 
are  not  ready  to  expose  and  punish?  Wkst 
tardiness  or  sloth  have  we  fiailed  to  denobae« 
and  remove  ?  The  great  objection  at  kli 
points  seems  to  be,  not  these  things,  k 
that  certain  men  have  patronsge  pot  ia'^; 
their  hands  which  is  corrupt  and  corraptiag, 
and  that  possibly  ward  politicians  and  otiier 
incompetent  men,  by  reason  of  politiol .:. 
fluence,  may  get  ioto  offices  which  th^J  ^ 
unfit  to  hold.  But  I  ask  members  «bo  ii  ia 
now  that  can  give  the  President  the  be^ 
information  in  relation  to  the  sppoiQtQ<Mi< 
of  officers?  Who  oueht  to  know  moii  asU' 
the  good  men  of  hia  district?  Ia  it  the  ^v 
resentative  who  comes  here,  or  somebodj 
else  ?  I  take  it  for  granted  that  the  men  m 
are  here  as  Representatives  of  the  people 
know  very  much  better  than  anybody  else  wbc 
ought  to  be  appointed,  and  that  in  ninety  attte 
cases  out  of  a  hundred  they  recommend  fot}d. 
honest  men,  and  that  as  good  men  ace  pot  a 
office  as  could  under  any  system  beappoiotei 
If  the  President  and  heads  of  Depaitmeaa 
must  have  information,  they  oa£ht  niber  t^ 
go  to  the  Representatives  than  the  SeoatoA 
whose  duty  it  is  to  confirm,  and  not  anticip^ 
nominations.  Why,  the  interest  of  the  Kepr^ 
sentative  is  to  have  good  officers,  to  make  good 
appointments. 

But,  sir,  I  rose  mainly  to  call  attentioo  to 
what  I  deem  a   radical  measure  of  refom 
in  this  regard  and  in  this  connection;  snd  it u 
this:  I  would  take  away  from  the  PrwideDt 
and  the  Cabinet  officers  the  appointing  po*er 
in  all  possible  cases,  not  because  it  is  corrupt 
not  becauee  it  is  badly  managed,  but  beea^ie 
there  is  a  power  in  this  country  that  shoaw 
exercise  this  function,  and  that  is  ihepeopi« 
themselves.     Let  thej>eople  elect  their  post- 
masters, and  all  the  Federal  officers  ins2)tate 
who  do  duty  in  the  State,  subject  to  reooral  of 
suspension  by  the  President.    Two  years  •^ 
I  offered  a  constitntional  amendment  to  law 
effect.     I  say  now  that  if  yon  will  pot  wt*^*' 
hands  of  the  people  the  power  to  ej«*~*^ 
postmasters  and  revenue  officers,  and  to  e  <i-» 
their  land  and  pension  officers,  and  all  oiae 
officers  of  the  Federal  Government  doinriay 
in  the  State,  a  large  amount  of  these  cooplaij"' 
about  patronage  and  corruption  willbereaw 
Who  are  more  capable  than  the  people  iM» 
selves  of  selecting  these  local  officers  wlio 
duty  for  the  United  States  in  the  Sutes.  ^ 
them  be  subject  to  removal ;  let  them  w^ 
ject  to  arrest ;  let  them  be  subject  to  suspea 
sion  by  the  aathoriUee  here,  and  let  them  »: 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


235S 


boand  Co  report  here  ;  bat  let  the  appointiog 
power  reside  wbere  it  imglit  to  be,  in  Uie  p«o- 
plo  of  ihe  country,  I  appeod  mj  ameodment 
to  the  CooBtitntion ; 

Coniruimu^U'Tut  tb«  •iMttOQ  of  »U  ofi- 
osn  of  Ibe  0aTt»<f  States  Wbow  datlea  Taanire  them 
CO  nilileintlisHTanI  BtmtM.  HMpt  It  H- 

ean  oftbt  ooorti  of  the  Uaitwl  SUIM,  Ja 

of  the  iBTgral  SutM,  dI«lrLaU,  »a4  iMV  in 

1»w,  rafniMd  to  ptrToi 


Mr.  STOOQHTON.  Mr.  CbairmBQ,  Ireoev 
tbe  Kmendnieiit.  I  have  been  in  fsTor  from 
theGrtt  of  aomeHubBtanti*,!  reform  io  theciTil 
aerrice  of  our  Oovernment ;  bnt  lam  compelled 
to  ftdmit  that  the  meunre  inaaenratsa  does 
not  meet  my  ezpectationB,  nor,  bo  far  as  I  can 
jadge,,the  wiaheB  or  ex^eetatiooa  of  the  coon- 
ti^.  So  far  from  improving  the  public  Berriee, 
it  will,  in  my  opioioD,be  prodnctiTe  of  injnry 
and  iDJiiBticB.  It  wilt  pnt  tie  appointing  power 
in  the  handB  of  men  who  are  onGt  to  control 
it  and  know  Qothing  of  the  wants  of  the  diSer- 
entaectionB  of  the  eoontry.  The  effect  of  the 
system  adopted  will  be  to  depriTe  competent 
and  deserriog  Boldiers  and  men  of  lolid  merit 
of  aoy  opportnnitj  of  appoiotmetila  io  the 
Departments. 

The  only  appointmeDt  I  hare  been  able  to 
proeor*  since  the  civii  service  rolea  went  Into 
operatioo  was  that  of  a  soldier  aod  a  good 
officer,  bat  who  was  rejected  by  the  board  of 
esamioers  becaase  he  could  not  at  once  solve 
H  mslhetnatjcal  pazzle.  Since  I  have  been  a 
loeraber  of  this  House  over  one  half  ot  my 
appoinimenta  have  been  soldiers,  and  if  this 
is  tbe  treiUment  they  are  to  receive,  1  beg  to  be 
excused  from  voting  $50,000  to  carry  on  the 
infamy.  ThesharprebelaCaadsabetCer chance 
Ihaa  the  honest  Union  soldier. 

I  can  show  that  theverjfirstman'appointed 
inder  tho  civil  service  reform  was  aialoyal 
jariog  the  war,  and  a  swindler  and  sharper, 
ivho  forged  a  pasa  and  rode  upon  it  week 
ifter  week  upon  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  rail- 
-oad.  This  man  oouid  pass  the  examioation ; 
le  was  sharp,  he  had  a  sorface  education ;  but 
rou.  bring  bere  a  soldier  who  haa  Bpent  per- 
i&pa  one,  two,  or  throe  yevs  in  the  Seld,  and 
le  bas  not  the  sharpneas,  he  haa  not  the  aur- 
Ace  educatioD,  that  will  enable  him  to  pais 
bis  board,  wbioh  jadgea  a  candidate  not  bj 
vhat  he  is,  bnt  by  what  he  appears  to  be. 

Bnt  now  we  are  told  that  this  kind  of  ezam- 
nation  is  to  be  a  panacea  for  all  tbe  evils  of 
he  country.  Sir,  I  repudiate  it:  it  is  all 
rrong;  it  begins  at  the  wrong  place.  Tbe 
'epresentatives  of  the  people  io  Congress  can 
ecommend  tbe  men  in  their  districis  who  are 
lonest,  who  are  reliable,  who  are  best  quali- 
led  to  hold  office,  better  than  any  foreign  ez- 
.mimog  board.  A  fair  trial  in  the  practical 
letails  of  an  office  is  better  than  any  ezamina- 
iOR  that  can  be  made. 

This  aystem,  if  retained,  will  require  a  man 
rom  Michigan,  or  from  any  other  place  in  the 
ar  West,  tocomeon  bere apOD  ao  nocertainty, 
t  sn  expense  of  bnadreds  of  dollars  perhaps, 
.nd  to  go  before  a  board  of  ezamioers  before 
.e  can  set  an  appointmeot.  The  result  will 
«  that  good  men  will  not  eome  bere  at  all: 
iiey  will  siaj  away,  while  the  sharpera  will 
I^pl7  for  tbe  offices,  and  will  get  them.  Yon 
rill  get  dishonesty  iostsad  of  honesty ;  you  will 
et  sharpen  instead  of  trae-heart«dmen,  who 


Mr.  POTTBR.  I  recognize  the  difficakies 
hich  now  surround  any  movement  toward 
.Til  service  reform.*  I  am  very  far  from 
elieving  that  any  of  the  melboda  as  yet  sog- 
nted  are  eoing  to  prove  as  advantageous  as 
loa*  gentlemen  wbo  have  proposed  them 
sUere.  NevertheleBS,  I  am  heartily  with  my 
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friend  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Willikb]  in  every 

effort  that  may  be  made  to  take  tbe  patronage, 
SB  it  is  called — I  mean  the  absolute  power  of 
appolotiog  BuhordinateB  to  office — out  of  the 
bands  of  members  of  Coogreas,  aod,  fur  that 
mallet,  oat  of  the  hands  of  tbe  Executive  aod 
of  everybody  conoected  with  the  admioiatTa- 
tion  of^tha  Ooveronent.  Tbe  truth  i*  that 
tbe  evils  connected  with  thiipatrooage  arise 
mainly  from  its  magnitude.  Every  four  years 
wetput  in  one  great  lot  all  this  patronage  and 
appointing  powers  of  this  great  Qoverameut 
for  the  next  four  years,  and  then  we  divide 
the  country  into  two  great  patties,  to  atraggle 
and  contend  for  their  control. 

The  gentleman  from  Indiana  on  my  tight 
[Hr.  Cobubh]  has,  OS  I  think,  touched  the 

fhilosophy  of  thia  whole  matter.  For  myself 
fully  believa  we  never  shall  care  the  abuses 
this  system  of  official  patronage  necessarily 
results  in  until  we  localize  ip  tbe  hands  of  the 
peojile  tbe  selection  of  tbe  men  vho  are  to 
administer  the  minor  offices  of  the  Qovern- 
meat.  For  myself,  too,  I  shall  welcome  tbe 
day  when  postmasters,  tax-collectors,  and 
other  subordiuate  officials  wbo  can  properly 
be  selected  by  the  people,  shall  be  chosen  di- 
rectly by  the  people  ot  the  respective  locali- 
ties where  they  are  to  discharge  the  duties 
that  devolve  npon  them.  Then,  and  not  till 
then,  the  coontry  will  be  relieved  of  tbe  strug- 
gle arising  from  aggregating  together,  as  now, 
all  the  vast  patronage  aod  appointing  power 
of  this  Qovernment.  {fo  matter  how  much 
dispute  may  exist  as  to  the  person  to  ha  ae- 
tected  as  postmaster  or  collector  at  any  por- 
ticularpointj  such  differences  will  be  local,  and 
will  neutralize  each  other,  and  will  result  in 
no  great  national  division. 

Bat  what  is  now  the  danger  of  the  coautry 
is  that  every  four  years  we  consolidate  all  the 
future  patronage  of  the  Qovernment  into  one 
lot,  and  thou  the  entire  population  of  the  coun- 
try divide  iuto  two  great  parties,  to  struggle 
for  tbe  control  of  that  patronue  for  tbe  ensu- 
ing four  years.  Tbe  result  of  such  a  system 
can  be  nothing  butcorrnptlon  and  abuse.  To 
tbe  control  of  thiapatronageaU  other  consider- 
ations are  sacrificed  and  all  differences  about 
principles  given  np.  While,  therefore,  I  shall 
favor  every  measure  of  civil  service  reiorm,  in 
the  belief  that  nothing  can  be  worse  than  the 

Jiresent  system,  I  am  bound  ta  say  I  do  not 
ook  for  any  great  gain  in  that  direction  uotil 
we  can  so  far  as  possible  localize  tbe  selection 
by  tbe  people  of  tbe  minor  officers  of  the  Oot- 

^ll^^STOUGHTON.  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  renew  it.  I  will  not 
take  np  any  time  in  controvettipg  tbe  idea 


ss; 


jested  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Ii 
.  CoBDRK,]  ana  supported  by  the  gei 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Pottkr.]    It  may 


be  all  well  enough  to  change  the  Constitalion 
aod  localizo  the  selection  oi  many  of  our  offi- 
cers. I  prefer,  however,  to  consider  this  mat- 
ter as  it  now  ".  We  have  the  Constitution 
asitia,  aud  we  cannot  alter  it.  When  we  God 
so  macb  opposition  here  to  appropriating 
$50,000  for  llie  improvement  of  tne  civil  ser- 
vice, we  may  give  up  any  idea  of  changing  the 
Cnnatitutionof  the  United  States  so  as  to  take 
away  patronage  from  tbe  members  pf  tbe 
Bouse  of  Bepregeotatives.  So  it  is  upon  ever; 
occasion  when  thereis  any  attempt  ta  improve 

There  are  tboosanda  of  officers  that  no 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  can  give  th^ 
selection  ofto  the  oeople  of  the  United  States. 
Tbe  Secrelarr  of  the  Treasury  is  held  respons- 
ible before'tbe  oonotry  for  the  appointment 
of  all  the  officers  under  him  even  down  to  the 
tide-waiters,  who  stand  at  every  harbor  in  the 
country,  and  inclading  the  twenty-Gve  hundred 


from  him  his  reapoDiibility  in  that  regard 
nnder  the  Constitution  of  the  Doited  States ; 


much  less  is  it  proper  or  detjpnt,  when  attempt- 
ing to  do  BO,  for  us  to  hug  here  the  privil«e 
or  th^  castoiu  which  insists  that  we  shall  make 
appointments  for  him  while  throning  npon 
v.„  .1, -bility  for  the  manner  in  which 


Execi^iive  is  held  personally  responsihle  for 
tbe  adminiatration  of  the  laws.  Ihe  Congress 
of  tbe  tJDked  States  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  exeoutioo  of  the  laws  it  passes;  the  duty 
of  administering  thent  is  imposed  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales.  With  that 
responsibility  resting  upon  him  he  comea  here, 
under  a  law  which  we  passed  authorizing  and 
requiring  him  to  enter  upon  the  work  of  civil 
service  reform  and  to  employ  men  to  aid  hira 
io  the  matter,  aod  aska  a  simple  appropriation 
of  moue;  enough  to  pay  the  expense  of  this 
service  which  we  have  imposed  upon  him  by 
law;  and  lest  this  may  possibly  oimlnish  in 
some  small  degree  the  pestiferoos  power  which 
we  ourselves  have  arrogated  to  interfere  in  tho 
discbarge  of  the  functions  of  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States,  functions  imposed  upon  him 
by  the  Constitution,  and  protected  by  its  in- 
junctiouB  from  our  interlerence,  we  are  dis- 
cussing whether  we  will  appropriate  this  money 

Sir,  I  think  it  ill  becomes  the  Repreeenta- 
tives  of  the  people  to  undertake  not  only  the 
discharge  of  their  own  proper  fanctione,  bat 


appropriate  the  money  to  enable  bin  to  dis- 
charge tbe  duty  we  have  imposed  upon  him. 
I  am  for  voting  the  money  and  holding  bim 
responsible  for  the  manner  in  whioh  he  exer- 
cises the  functions  which  tbe  Cooititntion 
imposes  upon  him. 
Mr.  BECK.    Ur.  Chairman,  1  should  be 


for  the  purpose  indicated  if  I  conid  feel  any 
sort  of  assurance  that  there  is  to  bo  any  real 
civil  service  reform.  But  I  happen  to  recol- 
lect facta  which  lead  ne  Io  beheve  that  the 
money  if  appropriated  would  not  be  used  to 
sccompliab  any  good  purpose.  Turn  to  yonr 
official  Congressional  Directory,  and  on  pofe 


really  the  acting  postmaster,  through  whose 
hands  the  mail  matter  of  oil  the  gentlemen 
connected  with  thia  Congress  has  to  pees. 
Fersooally  I  know  nothing  about  bim;  InevM 
saw  him.  He  occupies  the  position  I  have 
staled,  and  is  kept  there  by  the  President  and 
his  snbservient  FostmaaleT  Qeneral. 

All  I  know  about  him  is  that  in  ISTO,  when 
the  Senate  was  considering  the  qnesliop  of 
the  re-reconstruction  of  Qeorgia,  and  tbe  effort 
was  mode  by  Congress  to  oonsUtnte  Qovemor 
Bullock  king  of  that  State  and  invest  tbe  cor- 
roptj^ng  undec  bis  control  with  aboolute 
power,  when  the  Bingham  amendment  was 
sought  to  be  voted  down,  the  Judiciary  Oom- 
miiteo  of  the  Senate,  inclading  Mr.  Trum- 
BCLL,  Mr.  Edmc\'dh,  Mr.  Cohkuko,  Mr.  C&B- 
FENTEB,  and  Mr.  Tbuwan,  presented  their 
report  (and  that  report  on  the  point  to  which 
I  allado  was  indorsed  by  tbe  minoritv,  con- 
sbtingsf  Mr.  Stewart  and  Mr.  Biob)  showing 
by  tbe  tcatimony  of  Hon.  James  Hughes  ana 
Mr.  Avery,  a  director  of  tbe  Brunswick  and 
Albany  railroad,  and  by  Porter  himself  ofier 
much  equivocation,  that  this  man  Porter,  who 
now  occupies  tbe  most  responsible  position  in 
the  post  office  of  this  city,  went  to  Judge 
Hughes  and  others  with  the  offer  of  $10,0(X> 
in  bonds  of  the  Bcnoswiok  aod  Albany  rail- 
road to  bribe  Senator  CarfbitAb  to  vote  for 
tbe  bill  which  Governor  Bailock  and  his 
friends  desired  to  have  passed ;  yet,  SLlihongh 
(his  man  was  exposed  and  denounced  by  tbe 
leading  committceof  the  Senate— oithoogh  the 
very  Senator  whom  he  soaght  to  have  bribed 
joined  in  the  report  to  tbe  Senate  exposing 
his  infamy— that  man  is  still  at  the  head  of 
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ODd  of  the  most,  responsible  post  offices  in 
this  Qovernment,  ana  through  his  hands  all 
the  commnnications  to  and  from  members  of 
this  Honse  and  all  the  Departments  of  the 
Goverhment  mnst  pass. 

When  I  look  at  that  case  and  other  cases 
of  the  same  character  which  have  been  bronght 
nnder  our  obserration,  I  cannot  belieTe  that 
there  is  any  intent  to  remove  any  official,  how- 
ever  great  a  criminal  he  may  be,  if  for  party 
reasons  it  be  thought  desirable  to  retain  him. 
Perhaps  it  is  best  to  make  the  experiment  and 
give  the  managers  of  the  party  no  excuse, 
Uiough  I  confess  it  looks  like  adding  that 
much  to  the  oorrnption  fund  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  and  his  fuglemen. 

If  any  of  you  will  turn  to  the  report  of  the 
Senate  to  which  I  have  referred,  No.  176, 
second  session  Forty-First  Gonsress,  you  can 
see  for  yourselves  what  is  said  by  the  honor- 
able committee  of  the  Senate,  what  is  testified 
to  by  Mr.  Hughes,  what  this  man  Porter  tes- 
tifies to,  and  what  Mr.  Aveiy  swears  to  in  re- 
gard to  this  man,  who  is  to-day,  as  I  said,  occu- 
pying in  the  city  of  Washington  the  high  posi- 
01  deputy  postmaster  of  the  metropolis  of  the 
country ;  you  will  see  what  little  reason  you 
have  to  hope  for  any  civil  service  reform  from 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  or  any  other 
one  of  the  part^  now  in  power,  while  such  fel- 
lows are  retamed  in  such  places,  with  full 
knowledge  of  their  character  as  exposed  in  the 
report  to  which  I  have  called  attention. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  DA W£S.    I  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  MoGRABY.     I  renew  it. 

Mr.  Ghairman,  I  wish  to  say  that  I  am  in 
£avor  of  the  appropriation  made  in  this  bill 
by  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  for  this 
reason :  if  this  Gongress  should  adjonrn  and 
fiadl  to  make  an  appropriatibn  as  here  proposed 
it  would  be  considered  as  an  abandonment  of 
all  effort  to  reform  the  civil  service.  I  believe 
the  experiments  which  are  being  tried  will  fail ; 
but  I  am  glad  these  ex{)eriments  are  being 
made.  I  believe  the  legislation  of  last  year 
was  unwise  in  many  respects  and  that  it  would 
be  entirely  ineffectual  in  securing  permanent 
reform  in  the  civil  service;  but  i  am  glad  that 
legislation  was  adopted,  because  it  has  pre- 
sented the  question  before  the  Honse  and  be- 
fore the  country.  It  has  caused  an  agitation 
of  that  question  which  I  tmat  will  result  in  the 
end  in  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as  will 
secnre  permanent  radical  reform  in  the  civil 
service.   • 

I  believe,  sir.  if  these  experiments  are  con- 
tinued they  will  demonstrate  the  truth  of  what 
has  been  said  by  several  gentlemen  on  this 
floor  in  the  course  of  this  debate,  that  there  is 
no  possible  reform  which  shall  be  complete 
and  permanent  short  of  an  amendment  oi  the 
Gonstitotion  of  the  United  States.  I  trust, 
sir,  before  this  House  adjourns,  before  this 
session  of  Gongress  closes,  this  House  will  be 
brought  to  a  vote  on  a  proposition  to  amend 
the  Gonstitntion  of  the  u  nited  States,  not  only 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  to  the  people  them- 
selves the  right  to  elect  local  Federal  officials 
in  all  cases  where  that  is  practicable,  but  also 
in  such  manner  as  to  secure  to  every  official  a 
permanency  of  tenure  for  a  reasonable  period 
of  time  during  which  he  shall  not  be  removed 
without  cause. 

I  am  satisfied,  sir,  that  if  such  an  amend- 
ment should  be  proposed  by  Gongress  to  the 
Legislatures  of  the  States,  be^re  twelve 
months  a  sufficient  nnmber  of  Legislatures 
would  ratify  it  to  make  it  part  of  the  Gonsti- 
tntion of  the  United  States.  I  hope,  there- 
fore, the  motion  to  non-concur  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  will  not  be  adopted,  be- 
cause I  wish  to  see  these  efforts  continued. 
There  may  be  room  for  reform.  There  is  un- 
questionably room  for  reform  aside  from 
amendment  to  the  Gonstitntion.  Let  these 
efforts  go  on.  Let  the  President  continue  in 
his  effort  to  reform  the  civil  service.  Let  the 
sabject  be  kept  before  the  House  and  country,  I 


nntil  it  will  result  in  the  end,  as  I  believe,  in 
the  adoption  of  an  amendment  to  the  Gonsti- 
tntion of  the  United  States  which  will  secure 
to  us  such  reform  in  the  civil  service  as  will  be 
permanent,  as  will  be  valuable,  and  put  an  end 
to  these  great  evils  which  have  so  long  afflicted 
the  country. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.l 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Mr.  Ghairman,  I  think  it  is 
well  for  the  House  to  look  for  a  moment  at  the 
manner  in  which  this  legislation  was  inaugu- 
rated. In  the  last  Gongress  a  bill  was  introduced 
in  this  House  by  a  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, Mr.  Armstrong.  There  was  no  action  taken 
on  it.  There  was  no  report  made  on  the  sab- 
ject by  any  committee.  When  the  appropri- 
ation bill  went  to  the  Senate,  Senator  Trum- 
bull had  incorporated  into  it  at  the  last  mo- 
ment in  the  Senate  the  section  which  was  read 
by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Mat* 
NARD,]  bein^  substantially  that  bill,  and  this 
was  the  beginning  of  the  legislation  toward 
what  is  called  civil  service  reform.  When  the 
bill  came  back  to  the  House  there  was  no 
dicussion  in  the  Honse  on  this  new  section  in 
reference  to  civil  service  reform,^  and  nobody 
knew  that  it  was  in  the  bill.  My  recollection 
is  that  there  was  no  debate  at  all  on  the  sub- 
ject even  in  the  Senate ;  certainly  none  in  the 
House. 

The  bill  came  over  to  the  House  and  the 
House  non-concurred  in  that  amendment,  as 
it  non-concurred  in  every  amendment  in  the 
bill  in  a  lump  and  pro  formaj  because  it  was 
the  last  night  of  the  session  and  there  was  no 
time  to  consider  amendments.  Attention  was 
called  to  none  of  the  amendments.  All  were 
sent  together  to  the  conference  committee. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Will  the 
gentleman  allow  me  to  make  a  single  remark? 

Mr.  SARGENT.    I  have  only  five  minutes. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  The  chair- 
man of  the  Gommittee  on  Appropriations 
asked  the  House  not  to  make  a  point  on  that 
amendment,  lest  he  should  lose  his  bill. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Yes,  on  the  conference 
report  being  made.  It  went  to  a  committee 
of  conference,  as  I  said,  and  when  it  came 
back  from  the  committee  it  was  so  late  that 
there  was  no  time  for  debate  or  hesitation. 
There  was  scarcely  time  for  engrossing  the 
bill.  I  do  not  suppose  there  were  five  mem- 
bers of  the  House  who  knew  that  that  pro- 
vision was  in  it.  I  find  no  fault,  however,  with 
action  having  been  taken  on  the  bill  in  that 
manner.  It  was  the  only  way  to  save  a  bill 
necessary  to  carry  on  the  Government,  and  I 
suppose  every  provision  of  the  bill  was  vital- 
ized by  our  passing  it  as  much  as  if  we  had 
deliberated  upon  it.  But  what  was  the  legal 
effect  of  our  action? 

We  voted  money  for  the  salaries  of  these 
men,  who  sat  down  to  mark  out  a  set  of  rules 
for  the  accomplishment  of  civil  service  reform. 
I  agree  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr. 
Garfield,]  that  a  more  crude,  idle,  and  im- 
practical set  of  rules  could  not  be  devised.  Yet 
to  carry  out  such  rules  he  contends  for  this 
appropriation.  And  what  is  the  machinery 
proposed  to  carry  them  out?  Youaretohave 
these  boards  of  examination  all  over  the  coun- 
try. Will  this  sum  of  $60,000  pay  for  this  ex- 
pensive machinery?  Why,  $50,000  is  a  mere 
drop  in  the  bucket.  To  keep  up  these  boards 
of  examination  in  ever^  State  of  the  Union,  all 
over  the  States,  you  will  have  to  appropriate, 
not  $50,000,  but  a  million  or  two  of  dollars 

Eer  year.  You  create  myriads  of  new  office- 
oldersto  be  paid  to  make  examinations.  You 
either  make  your  boards  of  competitive  exam- 
ination too  remote  from  applicant;  to  give  an 
equal  chance,  or  you  multiply  them  beyond 
any  economical  limit.  And  who  shall  examine 
your  examiners?  What  test  have  yon  of  their 
capacity  or  honesty? 

There  is  no  estimate  here  for  this  $502000. 
We-have  no  ofiicial  information  that  the  Pres- 
ident or  any  Department  of  the  Government 
desires  that  this  $50,000  should  be   appro- 


priated. It  is  contrary  to  tiie  whole  pnc. 
of  the  Honse  to  insert  this  som  or  an;  e&z.. 
the  pretense  that  it  will  carry  out  the  \ii 
when  there  is  no  estimate  for  the  porpor 
Why  is  it  not  $26,000  or  $260,0007  No  c 
can  tell.  No  one  can  inform  as  what  a  im. 
ber  of  a  board  is  to  have  for  hia  Berries,  hi 
many  boards  tkere  shall  be,  when  sod  n^- 
tibey  shall  sit,  or  any  of  the  necenaz7<kk. 
for  intelligent  l^slation.  I  deny  the  prs 
ises  on  which  this  crude  scheme  is  bu^ 
that  the  civil  service  reeks  vith  cotnpuji 
A  pure  President  makes  a  pore  sdoiciiirt 
tion;  a  corrupt  one  would  not  be  coauok 
by  your  cobweb  theories.  The  whisky  v^ 
in  the  revenue  offices  nnder  Andrew  Jobci 
stole  millions  on  millions.  True  ciril  s«ni.>« 
reform  nnder  Grant  turned  oat  these  corrsp- 
tionists,  and  the  result  was  the  paymeoio: 
$800,000,000  of  the  debt,  with  reduced  tsn 
tion.  But  admitting  the  premises,  I  dea;  ]k 
conclusion  that  we  are  voting  for  refora  i 
expending  money  to  enforce  the  scheoe  p.v 
posed. 

What  are  the  rales  theenforoemeotofTJud 
is  to  constitnte  this  civil  serrice  refoia' 
In  the  five  minutes  allotted  me  i  cso  og  j 
advert  to  one  or  two  features  of  them.  Tb^ 
exclude,  in  the  first  place,  OTer;  poor  msi;  • 
son  who  cannot  get  more  than  a  codu&]: 
school  education.  Then  they  exclude  it 
large  class  of  self-educated  men,  who  m  ti 
likely  to  be  familiar  with  Greek  roots  ui 
astronomy.  They  exclude  practical  dcq 
Scores  oi  such  men  I  see  around  me.  it 
have  fought  their  way  from  poverty  aod  i: 
versity  to  seats  in  this  House,  and  seaubb 
other  House  of  Congress,  and  other  posiui^ 
of  influence,  through  the  force  of  thaiedaa 
tion  which  comes  from  grappling  earoej;.? 
with  the  problems  of  life  in  the  struggle  to  m 
above  dimcult  circumstances. 

This  whole  class  is  excluded  by  these  ttf 
nlations  in  favor  of  men  fresh  £rom  ccilcf. 
who  have  been  pampered  in  their  yootii.  t^i 
whose  intellects,  never  tried  by  8tniggiin|«i^ 
adverse  circumstances,  have  been  refined  tot 
slender  point  in  the  course  of  their  coll^ 
instruction.  I  do  not  despise  coUegiauw: 
cation,  but  I  would  not  give  it  a  mm^-] 
of  office. 

I  object  to  any  civil  service  rules  the  eiec 
of  which  will  be  to  exclude  the  great  bsm  ft 
the  people  of  the  United  States  of  the  imfli< 
and  poorer  classes  from  these  poeitioai.  Asj 
one  who  will  look  at  the  regulatiooi  wli «« 
that  it  is  scholaatic  education,  the  m^' 
which  is  given  only  in  the  higher  semiflsca 
of  learninff ,  that  is  aimed  at  by  the  scholar  fi>c 
prescribed  these  rules. 

I  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  the  uoTftt- 
ment  will  be  poorer  served  by  the  prodact  o. 
that  education  than  by  the  ruder  textaK  J; 
better  metal  evolved  by  self- reliance  and  W' 
education.  .^ 

Again,  sir,  the  offices  are  now  filed,  ii»»« 
gentlemen  are  to  be  believed,  under  » i^ 
and  corrupt  system,  and  with  corropi  me. 
Yet  these  rules  are  so  contiiTed  ^r^ 
ent  incumbents  are  all  to  be  kept  in  offl» 
and  if  a  vacancy  occurs  by  death  or  resi«M 
tion  it  is  to  be  filled  out  of  the'' git»P J; 
ring,  or  circle,  now  in  office.    There  uo 
amination  allowed  for  those  in  office,  ^ 
as  to  their  ability  or  morals?  ]°  7^2 
race  for  office  to  be  inaagurftted,  1« J* . 
God's  sake,  have  a  fair  start,   ^^rr^ 
should  hedge  in  the  **  in»s."  All  the jw^ 
a  vicious  system  are  to  be  kept  sofl  pop" 
uated  until  a  new  generation  ansM.  . 

But  it  is  made  a  crime  to  be  a  wjjj^jjj, 
zealous  worker  for  the  party,  ^  ."J^-^y 
tickets  on  election  day,  or  attend  ^ 
meeting^.  They  are  the  po^i/jf  ^^.^tf,] 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  L*^-  „,yiT 
our  party  must  free  itself  from,  in  ow^^ 
station  we  look  down  on  the  ^^^9^^Lii 
the  political  ladder,  and  m^.^^^i^ 
wara   politicians  and  ignoble  toou' 
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political  opponents  laugli  at  yoar  affected 
-virtue,  and  gleefdllj  help  to  fasten  an  amend- 
ment on  this  bill  that  shall  proclaim  your 
contempt  for  your  party  and  those  who  hnm- 
bly  labor  to  give  it  success.  They  know,  as 
every  man  of  sense  knows,  that  you  are  accept- 
ing a  name  for  a  thine,  a  few  glittering  phases 
for  solid  results.  This  poor,  shabby  scheme 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Qakfiild] 
so  truthfully  describes,  while  he  does  not  fol- 
low his  ideas  to  a  loffical  result,  is  only  a 
shadow  that  cheats  anddeceivesj  and  in  noth- 
ing more  than  in  the  idea  that  a  national 
Solitical  party  can  live  and  administer  the 
Government  by  means  of  those  opposed  to 
its  principles. 

I  say,  and  I  sajr  it  boldly,  that  the  element 
of  politics  enters  into  the  question  of  incum- 
bency of  office,  and  should  do  so.  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  the  Republican  party,  or  its  poli- 
tics or  politicians.  I  belieye  enough  able  and 
honest  and  straightforward  Republicans  can 
be  found  to  fill  every  office  in  the  land.  They 
are  not  the  worse,  but  better,  for  taking  an 
interest  in  the  success  of  our  principles. 

^Vhether  we  succeed,  as  I  believe  we  will, 
in  carrying  the  coming  presidential  election, 
or  whether  a  different  party  succeeds  in  elect- 
ing an  Administration,  I  believe  the  party 
which  succeeds  has  the  right  to  select  from  its 
own  ranks,  when  there  are  vacancies  to  fill,  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  purposes  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  there  is  as  much  proprie^hr  in 
considering  politics  in  filling  the  lower  offices 
as  there  is  m  considering  them  in  electing  men 
to  the  presidential  chair  or  to  seats  on  this 
floor. 

I  have  yet  clearly  defined  in  my  mind 
that  there  is  merit  in  patriotism.  1  prefer, 
other  things  being  equal,  a  man  who  stood  by 
the  country  in  its  deadly  struggle  to  a  man 
who  stood  aeainst  it.  I  believe  that  the  loyal 
element  of  tne  country  can  furnish  men  not 
excelled  by  the  disloyal  for  the  public  service. 
If  the  party  that  fostered  rebellion  pushes  us 
from  our  stools,  I  am  willing  they  should  take 
all  the  offices,  as  I  know  uey  will,  whateyer 
rules  may  now  be  prescribed,  and  test  their 
theories  hilly,  in  order  that  they  may  be  sooner 
condemned  by  the  sober  second  thought  of  the 
people. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BIGGS.  I  move  that  the  committee 
rise. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  haying  resumed  the  cnair,  Mr. 
WHEELER  reported  that  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  accord- 
ing to  order,  had  the  Union  generally  under 
consideration,  and  particulany  the  amend- 
znenU  of  the  Senate  to  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1060) 
making  appropriations  for  the  legislative,  ex- 
ecutive, and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  year  ending  June  80|  1878,  and 
for  other  purposesi  and  had  come  to  no  reso- 
lution thereon. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to j  and  accordingly 
(at  four  o'clock  and  twenty-five  minutes  p.  m.) 
the  House  adjourned. 


PBTITIONB,  ITO. 

The  follbwing  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
nnder  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees :  

By  Mr.  BEATTY :  The  petition  of  Rev. 
Henry  Shedd  and  others,  citizens  of  Morrow 
county,  Ohio,  relating  to  the  famine  in  Persia, 
and  askine  that  relief  be  afforded. 

By  Mr.  BRAXTON:  The  petition  of  James 
H.  Skinner,  asking  to  have  his  political  dis- 
abilities removed. 

By  Mr.  DUNNBLL :  The  petition  of  W. 
F.  Carroll  and  162  others,  citizens  of  Minne- 
sota, asking  the  passage  of  House  bill  No. 
1788. 


Also,  the  petition  of  George  8.  Ballard  and 
40  others,  citizens  of  Minnesota,  for  the  same 
object. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan :  The  peti- 
tion of  Perry  Andress  and  80  others,  citizens 
of  Antrim  oounty,  Michigan,  asking  Congress 
to  order  a  survey  of  six  townships  which  were 
never  sunreyed. 

By  Mr.  HALSET:  The  remonstrance  of 
Conrad  Haidle,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
against  a  reduction  of  duty  on  earthenware 
and  drain-pipes. 

Also,  the  remonstrance  of  Robert  Atchison 
and  others,  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  affainst 
a  reduction  of  duty  on  earthenware  and  drain- 
pipes. 

By  Mr.  LOWE:  The  memorial  of  tiie  Legis- 
lature of  Kansas,  in  reference  to  a  new  judicial 
district. 

By  Mr.  LYNCH :  The  petition  of  stoneware 
manufacturers,  asking  an  increase  of  duty  on 
stoneware. 

By  Mr.  PACKER:  The  petition  of  H.  T. 
McAlister,  of  Pennsylyania,  asking  the  adop- 
tion by  Con^ss  of  bis  patented  method  of 
voting  in  legislative  bodies. 

By  Mr.  8PEER,  of  Georgia :  The  petition 
of  William  A.  Shimoneck,  i»king  a  bounty  as 
a  soldier  in  the  late  war. 

By  Mr.  SWANN:  The  petition  of  Cardiff 
Tagart,  of  Baltimore,  praying  the  settiement 
of  the  French  spoliation  claims. 

By  Mr.  WALDBN :  The  petition  of  William 
H.  Sallada  and  282  others,  citizens  of  Mon- 
roe, Iowa,  asking  that  increased  pensions  be 
granted  to  blind  and  disabled  Union  soldiers 
of  the  late  war. 

By  Mr.  WALDRON :  The  petition  of  E.  J. 
Penniman  and  60  others,  citizens  of  Plymouth, 
Michigan,  in  favor  of  the  passage  of  House  bill 
No.  1788,  providing  for  merease  of  pensions 
to  disabled  soldiers. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tbubsdat,  April  11,  1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  Chbstsb,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  Jour- 
nal of  yesterday's  proceedings. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  that  the  further  read- 
ing of  the  Journal  be  dispensed  with,  in  order 
that  at  the  close  of  the  mornin^^  business  I 
may  move  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
Senate  bill  No.  49,  which  has  been  up  once  or 
twice 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unani- 
mous consent. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  Uiink  the  reading  had 
better  not  be  dispensed  with. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  objects. 

The  Secretary  resumed  and  concluded  the 
reading  of  the  Journal. 

PRSSIBIO  RBSBRVATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chwr  will 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  response  to  a  resolution  of  the 
Senate  of  the  28th  of  February,  communicat- 
ing the  number  of  acres  contained  in  the  Pre- 
sidio reservation  near  San  Francisco,  how 
much  of  it  is  needed  for  military  purposes, 
and  its  i)robable  value.  As  the  Senator  from 
California  [Mr.  Cole]  may  desire  to  bring  up 
the  bill  on  that  subject,  perhaps  it  might  be 
reported  in  full  now.     It  is  quite  brief. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  have  it  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Was  Dbpabtxbnt*  AprU  10. 1872. 

The  SeoretuT  of  War  has  the  honor  to  answer  the 
reBolntion  of  the  United  States  Senate  of  the  28th 
of  February,  reqaestincf  information  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  aores  contained  m  the  Presidio  military  res- 
ervation, near  San  Franoisoo;  how  mxxoh  of  the 
same  is  needed  for  military  purposes,  and  how  much 
the  portion  not  needed  is  worth,  by  invitinc  atten- 
tion to  the  inclosed  report  of  the  chief  of  ensineers, 
which  answers  as  much  in  detail  as  possible  the 
above  inquiry. 

WM.  W.  BELKNAP, 
Seeretarv  of  War, 


Oppicjb  OP  THE  Ohisp  OP  ^notnbibs. 
Wabhinotok.  D.  C  March  8, 1872. 

Sir  :  In  reply  to  Senate  resolution  of  the  28th  of 
February,  1872.  concerning  the  Presidio  military 
reservation,  I  nave  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
reservation  contains  fifteen  hundred  and  forty- one 
aores. 

That  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  use  of  the  perma- 
nent fortifications  at  and  about  Fort  Point  an  ex- 
tent of  three  hundred  aores  is  needed. 

That  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  use  of  the  military 
establishments  of  the  Presidio  barracks  about  one 
hundred  acres  are  needed. 

The  remainder  of  the  reservation  is  not  needed 
for  Immediate  military  uses,  but  will  be  required 
whenever  war  is  actual  or  imminent,  for  earth- 
works and  temporary  fortifications  to  defend  the 
rear  of  open  batteries  at  Fort  Point. 

This  Department  has  not  the  information  upon 
which  it  can  base  any  accurate  valuation  of  the 
lands  of  this  military  reservation.  It  is  stated  in  a 
report  of  the  board  of  engineers  for  the  Pacific  ooast, 
dated  February  9, 1870,  that  the  whole  reservation  is 
worth  two  or  more  million  dollars. 

Very  respectlhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

„        .  A.  A,  HUMPHREYS. 

BrigadUr  Cfetural  and  Chitf  of  Enginter: 

Hon.  W.  W.BiLKHAP,  SeereUury  qf  War. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  letter  will 
be  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HOnSS  BILL  RBFBRRBD. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask. that  House  bill 
No.  827  be  taken  from  the  table  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Michigan  moves  that  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  627) 
to  authorize  the  construction  of  bridges  across 
the  Ohio  river,  and  to  prescribe  the  dimensions 
of  the  same,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  tem- 
porarily last  month  at  the  su^estion  of  the 
absent  Senator  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Morton,] 
be  taken  from  the  table,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ST.  OROIX  AND  BUPBRIOR  RAILROAD. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  as  the 
second  committee  of  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing Totes  of  the  two  Houses  upon  the 
bul  (S.  No.  665)  to  extend  the  time  to  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  to  complete  a  road  from 
Lake  St.  Croix  to  Lake  'Superior,  Messrs. 
HowB,  Haxun,  and  Stbybnson. 

PBTITIONB  AND  MBM0RIAL8. 

Mr.  SPENCER  presented  the  petition  pf 
Samuel  W.  Coekreli,  of  Greene  county,  Ala- 
bam  a«  praying  to  be  relieyed  of  his  political 
disabilities ;  which  was  referred  to  the  select 
Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Political  Dis- 
abilities. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Vir^nia.  I  send  to 
the  desk  to  be  read  a  resolution  introduced  in 
the  constitutional  oonyention  of  West  Virginia 
by  Mr.  Willey,  a  former  member  of  this  body, 
asking  that  all  political  disabilities  be  removed 
I  from  persons  in  West  Virgiiiia.  I  ask  that  it 
be  read,  without  the  name  or  the  votes,  as  it 
is  very  short. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Statb  or  WsBT  Virginia, 

GOVSTITUnOHAL  CoiTVximoN, 

Chablbbtowh,  Mareh90t  1872. 

Mr.  Willey  offered  the  following  resolutions: 
Htolved^  That  in  the  opinion  of  this  oonvention, 
without  distinction  of  parties,  the  time  has  eome 
when  it  would  be  wise  and  judi<dous  that  all  polit- 
ioal  disabilities,  growing  out  of  any  oonneqtion  with 
the  late  civil  war,  should  cease  in  West  Virginia : 
and  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  are  hereby  requested  to 
use  their  influence  in  seonring  the  passage  of  an 
aet  of  Congress  removing  all  such  disabilities. 

Mfolv^dl  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolu- 
tion, with  the  ayes  and  noes  reoorded  on  the  vote 
thereon^  be  transmitted  by  the  president  of  the 
convention  to  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in 
Congress,  to  be  laid  before  the  House  to  which  they 
respectively  belong. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  resolution 
will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Re- 
moval of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  Senator  from  West  Virginia  if  that  con- 
vention in  its  constitution  has  made  any  dis- 
tinction on  account  of  color? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Vireinia.  I  have  not 
seen  the  constitution ;  but  Mr.  Willey  appears 
to  think  not.    This  resolution  was  introouced 
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by  Mr*  Willey  and  passed  by  the  ananimous 
vote  of  all  parties  without  distinction. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  have  seen  some  state- 
ment of  that  kind.  I  merely  wanted  to  ask 
the  qnestion. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  A  single 
word 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Unless  the  re- 
ception of  the  resolution  is  objected  to,  it  is 
not  subject  to  debate ;  it  is  referred  at  onoe  as 
soon  as  introduced,  unless  objected  to,  under 
the  twenty- fourth  rule.  Does  the  Senator  de- 
sire unanimous  consent  to  make  a  further 
statement? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  No,  sir ;  I 
can  do  it  at  some  future  time  if  necessary.  I 
move  that  the  resolution  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
North  Paotfic  Coast  Railroad  Company,  ask- 
ing a  donation  of  the  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands,  and  also  alternate  sections 
of  the  same ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  present  a  bill  ou  the 
same  subject. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Bills  are  not  yet 
in  order. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to  take 
up  a  bill,  subject  to  the  morning  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Petitions  being 
in  order,  the  Senator  from  California  asks 
unanimous  consent  to  call  up  a  bill  subject  to 
the  morning  business.    Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  desire  to  present  a  peti- 
tion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  has  priority. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  the  petition  of 
Levi  S.  Russell,  otOhatham  county,  Georgia, 
praying  the  removal  of  his  political  disabii- 
ities ;  which  was  referred  to  the  select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine,  presented  the 
petition  of  Henry  W.  Golder,  late  second  lieu- 
tenant of  company  K,  twenty- eighth  regiment 
Maine  volunteers,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
pension;  which  was  Teferred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  desire  to  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  put  on  its  passa^  a  little  bill  to 
inoorporaile  a  soldiers'  and  aailors'  asylum,  to 
be  under  the  charge  of  General  Bumside  and 
a  few  other  eminent  gentlemen.  I  could  not 
bring  it  up  the  other  day,  when  bills  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  were  consid- 
ered, because  it  was  not  printed.  I  think  no 
Senator  will  oppose  it.  It  is  a  bill  (S.  No. 
086)  incorporating  a  National  Soldiers'  and 
Sailors'  Orphans  Industrial  Training  Asso- 
elation. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Where  is  it  to  be  located  7 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  are  three 
Senators  on  the  floor  with  petitions.  If  the 
Senator  from  'Massachusetta  will  wait  until 
reports  are  called  for,  the  Chair  will  ask  unan- 
imous consent  for  him  then. 

Mr.  WILSON.    Very  well. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  jpresent  what  purports  to 
be  a  petition  of  citizens  of  Utica,  coun^  of 
La  Salle,  Illinois,  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  earthen,  stoneware,  and  clay  drain  and 
sewer-pipes,  chimney-tops  and  flues,  and  other 
wares  of  clay,  respectfully  remonstrating 
against  the  proposed  reduction  of  the  duty  on 
earthenware  or  stoneware.  The  petition  is 
all  printed,  and  the  signatures  are  printed. 
I  know  nothing  about  its  genuineness.  I  move 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  {petition  of  citizens 
of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for  the 
passage  of  House  bill  No.  1738,  allowiug 
totally  and  partially  disabled  soldiers  and  sea- 
men increased  pension;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  o'n  Pensions. 

Mr.  TIPTON  presented  two  petitions  of 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  late  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  United  States  Army,  praying  for 
an  equalization  of  bounties  and  bounty  Unds ; 


which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Henry  A. 
Buell,  publisher  of  the  Arago,  of  Richardson 
county,  Nebraska,  asking  Uuat  section  one 
hundred  and  sixty-two  of  the  postal  code  bill 
be  so  amended  that  persons  known  as  regular 
publishers  and  dealers  in  newspapers  and 
periodicals  may  receive  by  mail  such  quanti- 
ties of  either  as  they  may  require,  in  bulk, 
whether  wholly  or  in  part  printed^  and  pay  t^ie 
postage  thereon  as  received  at  the  aaasa  rates 
pro  rata  as  regular  subscribers  to  publications 
weighing  four  ounces  who  pay  Quarterly  in 
advance ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Louisiana,  praying  Congress  to  extend 
over  the  entire  State  of  Louisiana  the  provis- 
ions of  the  act  entitled  '*An  act  to  enforce  the 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
vote  in  the  several  States  of  the  Union,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  approved  February  28, 
1871 ;  which  was  refevred  to  the  Committee  on 
Priviloges  and  Elections. 

Mr.  VICEERS  presented  the  fMthton  of 
Kirkland,  Chase  is  Co.,  E.  Levering  &  Co., 
and  twenty- three  other  merchants  and  firms  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  Maryland,  asking  that 
the  subset  of  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea 
and  coffee  may  be  speedily  acted  upon,  as  their 
business  has  been,  aud  m  continnine  to  be, 
injured  by  delay;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance. 

He  also  preeented  the  petition  of  H.  L. 
Whitridge,  Hugh  Jenkins  i  Co.,  and  sixteen 
others,  of  Baltimore  city,  Maryland,  dealers 
in  and  importers  of  coffee  and  tea,  asking  that 
the  repeal  of  the  duties  may  go  into  effect  im- 
mediately :  which  was  refemd  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Cheenot, 
Townsend  &  Co.,  and  seventeen  others,  in  the 
city  of  Baltimore,  pricing  that  their  interest 
may  be  protected  as  dealers  and  jobbers  in 
tobacco;  which  was  reierred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finanee. 

Mr.  CONKLING  presented  a  memorial  of 
ship-owners^  ship-masters,  and  others,  iater- 
ested  in  shipping,  remonstrating  against  the 
passage  of  the  bill  -now  pending  be&re  Con- 
gress entitled  '^An  act  creating  a  board  of 
shipping  commissiouers  for  Uie  merchant 
marine;"  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  William 
McCarrick,  prs^ring  to  be  pmd  mrears  of 
bounty ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Milita^  Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  presmitod  the  petitions  of 
James  A.  Walker,  of  Pntaski  connl^,  Viigioia, 
and  of  William  J.  Baker,  of  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
praying  the  xemoval  of  (heir  pelitieal  disabili- 
ties ;  which  were  referred  to  the  seiLect  Com- 
mittee on  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  CRA6IN  presented  a  memoriiU  of  citi- 
zens of  New  Hamp^ire,  remonstrating  against 
the  extension  of  A.  B.  Wilson's  patent  on 
sewing  machines ;  which  was  .referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  manufac- 
turers and  merchants  of  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
remonstrating  against  the  extension  of  A.  B. 
Wilson's  patent  for  sewing-machines ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  in  relation  to 
a  uniform  tax  on  tobacco  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment; which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  presented  a  resolution  of  tobacco 
manufacturers  and  dealers  of  EentucIqT)  in 
favor  of  a  uniform  tax  of  twenty  cents  per 
pound  on  all  kinds  and  grades  of  manufactured 
tobacco ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBP0RT8  OF  C0HMITTEB8. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  By  direction  of  the  Com- 


mittee on  Pensions  I  report  adTsnely  oa  d> 
petition  of  Rev.  Ryland  T.  DilUrd  for&pe: 
sion.  upon  the  ground  that  he  has  no  eTidesb 
at  all  except  his  own  personal  recollectix 
While  we  are  not  inclined  to  qoestion  his  s: 
ceritjr,  we  £nd  it  impossible  to  lay  doto  i:; 
principle  upon  which  we  can  graat  petsiov 
upon  the  mere  recollection  of  the  appliou 
themselves,  and  we  have  freqaentlj  repcrifd 
adversely  oa  similar  claims. 

The  committee  were  diicbarged  from  t^ 
further  consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  directed  by  ^ 
same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  \k 
bill  (S.  No.  746)  graotiitf  a  peniioa  to  tb 
widow  of  the  late  Admiral  Farngat,  of  $2,0Oj 
a  year,  or  some  large  sum,  to  report  it  bid. 
stating  that  the  committee  has  alnys  £nitc 
itself  unable  to  do  that  sort  of  thii^,isdl 
ask  that  we  may  be  discharged  from  ii  Ttr 
question  of  granting  her  a  aam  of  mocejj 
one  that  properly  belongs  to  the  CoauniOeea:! 
Naval  Affairs.  Of  coarse  eTerybodj  reec; 
nizes  the  £reat  services  and  predmineatcsft 
city  of  Admiral  Farragut,  and  if  it  is  a  propt- 
casa  within  any  principle  upon  which  the  Gtr 
ernment  can  act,  (as  I  do  not  say  it  u  sot, J^ 
is  a  matter  for  the  Naval  Committee  to  cog 
aider  in  the  way  of  giving  her  some  gross  u:i 
I  therefore  recommend  that  the  bill  b«  re 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Nanl  AfEurf. 

The  Committee  on  Pensiona  wasdiacb&isec 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bilLu^ 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Kin! 
Affairs. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  also  directed  b;  tie 
Committee  on  Pensions  to  report  adrenof 
upon  the  petition  of  Earl  Mock,  bdoned  u  i 
petition,  pnuring  the  payment  of  arresrs  o. 
pension.  Inndon  examination  that  it  it  u^ 
a  prayer  for  arrears  of  pension,  bntitsetsfor^ 
that  a  eertain  sum  is  due  to  him  for  arm:)  e 
pc^  which)  from  the  accounts  in  the  Stoxi 
Auditor's  office,  has  been  drawn  by  some  pe; 
son  while  this  claimant  was  in  AndersoaTu.f 
prison,  and  it  seenu  he  is  unable  to  get  uj 
information  from  the  Second  AaditorioS^ 
according  to  his  statement,  to  have  it  looted 
up.  I  move  its  reference  to  theCommiueev 
Military  Affairs,  to  which  it  properly  beloof: 
and  I  ask  that  committee  to  try  to  see  that  taj: 
poor  man  may  have  the  Department  saicies:!! 
good-natured  to  see  that  he  has  ja»tice,  »&- 
that  the  truth  is  searched  oat  for  him.  Bf! 
do  not  seem  to  have  treated  him  Teiy  ^^' ' 
must  say. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  TheComoiitw 
on  Pensions  will  be  discharged,  and  the  pet^ 
Uon  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  en 
Military  Affairs.  . 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  report  back  from  tie 
Committee  on  Pensions  what  parporu  to  ^ 
a  petition  of  Joseph  Fiedler,  prayiog  to  ^ 
allowed  a  pension.  On  lookin|  at  it  u  ir 
pears  to  be  a  letter  to  my  honorable  fneM'!''^ 
Senator  from  Missouri,  [Mr.  BuiaJ  jl»» 
was  sent  by  him  to  the  committee,  inadrtn 

ently  no  doubt,  referring  to  the  8Qpj«^ « * 
pension  which  appears  to  he  pending  id  » 
House  of  Representatives.    We  ask  to  be  dif 
charged  from  its  further  oonsiderauoo. 

The  report  was  agreed  to.  .     .. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  also  report  ad/ersi^^ 
from  the   same  committee  the  ^''^^^l. 
James  Johnson  asking  for  a  pension,  od" 
ground  that  it  appears  from  his  o«fl  ^ 
ment,  supposing  it  to  be  true,  that 'iJ'P^P 
place  of  redress  is  at  the  Pension  Oaoct^" 
which  he  does  not  seem  to  have  appl^*  . 
therefore  ask  to  he  discha^ed  from  >» 
ther  consideration. 

The  report  was  agreed  to.  .  .a. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS,  I  am  also  dirwfedbytw 
same  committee  to  report  ad«raely  on 
petition  of  WilUam  H.  Nessle,  PW«^J; 
allowed  arrears  of  pension,  for  the  rei» 
heretofore  stated.  ^  r  «  t^ 

The  committee  was  di«5hsrged  froffl  "^ 
further  consideration  of  the  petiufo. 
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Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  oho  directed  by  the 
ama  committee  to  report  adversely  upon  the 
^tkieo  of  John  M.  Eansom,  praymg  for 
.rrears  of  peosioO)  on  the  same  groand. 

The  committeo  was  dischaiged  from  the 
arther  consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  £;DMUNDS.  I  am  also  directed  by  the 
ame  committee  to  report  adversely  upon  the 
ill  (S.  No.  743)  granting  a  pension  to  Celia 
'weed,  widow  of  Thomas  Tweed,  upon  the 
Touad  that  the  evidence  produced  is  entirely 
aadequate  to  convince  us  that  it  is  a  jost 
laim.  I  move  the  indefinite  postponement 
f  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  also  directed  by 
be  same  committee  to  report  adversely  on  the 
tetitions  of  citizens  of  msooosini  pn^iag  lor 
.  modification  of  the  laws  rdbtins  io  soloiera* 
.omesteads,  (opon  the  ground  taat  that  is  a 
natter  which  does  not  belong  to  us»)  and  also 
•raying  that  the  time  be  extended  within  which 
oldiers  may  apply  for  pensions,  which  is  in 
ubstance  and  e£nct  nrarely  a  change  of  the 
aw  as  to  arrears  of  pensions)  upon  which  we 
eport  adversely,  and  ask  to  be  dfischarged. 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  also  directed  by 
he  same  committee  to  report  adversely  upon 
he  petition  of  Roswell  W.  SilsbeC)  asking  for 
k  pension.  It  appears  that  he  was  a  special 
tgent  of  the  provost  marshal  in  New  liamp- 
hire,  and  in  traveling  on  the  cars  from  one 
Aace  to  another,  jumped  off  too  soon  and  got 
inrt  He  is  not  within  the  spirit  of  the  pen- 
iou  laws  as  to  the  character  of  the  service  he 
wma  Derforming,  and  it  does  not  appear  to  us 
hat  no  was  exercising  due  diligence  either. 
EVe  therefore  ask  to  he  discharged  from  its 
arther  consideration. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  The  Com- 
nittee  on  Patents,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
>ill  (S.  No.  941)  to  authorize  the  extension 
>f  patents  in  certain  cases,  have  instructed  me 
o  report  it  adversely.  The  bill  in  e#ect  re- 
>eal8  the  existing  law  with  regard  to  the  effect 
)f  a  foreign  patent  upon  the  time  of  making 
ipplication  for  the  extension  of  a  patent  here. 
kVe  think  that  tbe  present  policy  of  the  law  in 
e Terence  to  such  effect  of  foreign  patents  is 
vise,  and  we  therefore  report  adversely  to  the 
all  and  move  its  indefinite  postponement. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

3Ir.  CONELING.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
oerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
he  Commercial  Navigation  Company  of  New 
fork,  asking  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
o  investigate  and  report  on  the  circumstances 
connected  with  the  obligations  entered  into 
tetween  the  United  States  and  that  company, 
lave  directed  me  to  report  the  same  back  with 
he  accoinpanying  papers  which  answer  the 
»arpose  of  the  investigation  proposed.  The 
ommittee  ask  to  be  discharged  from  the  fur- 
her  eonsideration  of  the  subject. 

The  committeo  was  discharf^ed  from  the 
arther  consideration  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia,  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
be  petition  of  Mrs.  L.  E.  C.  Johnson, praying 
ompensation  for  cotton  destroved  in  Missis- 
ippi  during  the  year  1865,  asked  to  be  dis- 
barged  from  its  further  consideration,  and 
lOved  that  the  petitioner  have  leave  to  with- 
raw  her  petition  and  papers;  which  was 
greed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
rata  referred  the  petition  of  James  and  Emma 
..  Cameron,  submitted  a  report  accompanied 
y  a  bill  (S.  No.  958)  to  pay  uames  and  Emma 
•  Cameron  for  property  taken  and  used  by  the 
Lrmy  during  the  late  War. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
sading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
rinted. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  A  few  dm  mo  I  re- 
orted  from  the  Committee  on  finance  a  bill 


which  was  intended  to  sopersede  several  pri- 
vate bills,  and  there  is  pressing  necessity  for 
action.  I  ask  the  Senate  now  to  take  it  up 
and  pass  it  If  it  leads  to  debate  I  shall  not 
object  to  its  going  over. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  J  wish  to  makea  report 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  .  That  is  an  ob- 
jection. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  S16)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *'An 
act  to  establish  a  naiform  time  for  holding 
elections  for  electors  of  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,''  passed  Jan- 
uary 23,  1S15,  rei)orted  it  with  amendments. 

Mr.  POMEEOr.  The  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  waa  referred 
Uie  bill  (S.  No.  981)  authorizing  the  construc- 
tion of  a  bridge  acrose  the  Arkansas  river  at 
Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  have  instructed  me  to 
report  it  back  with  an  amendment,  and  I  am 
requested  also  by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas 
to  ask  for  its  immediate  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  the  bill  will  be  considered  at  this 
time. 

Tbe  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  am  told  by  the  Sen- 
ator who  sits  beside  me,  [Mr.  Edmunds,]  that 
there  is  a  committee  of  conference  on  a  bill 
relative  to  a  bridge  at  this  place. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  That  is  an  amendment  to 
another  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  it  not  for  the  bridge 
at  Little  Rock? 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  escaped  my  recollec- 
tion. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.    That  is  another  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Let  this  lie  for  the  pres- 
ent, and  I  will  look  into  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  bo 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  from  the  Com- 
mitted on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Timothy 
Baker,  postmaster  at  St.  John's,  Michigan, 
submitted  a  report  accompanied  by  a  bill  (S. 
No.  956)  for  the  relief  of  Timothy  Baker,  of 
St  John's,  Michigan. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  the  following 
petitions,  asked  to  be  discharged  from  their 
further  consideration ;  which  was  agreed  to : 

The  petition  of  Qeorge  Frederick  BolHer, 
guardian  of  die  minor  children  of  Ernst  Die- 
trich, of  Minnesota,  praying  for  «i  pension  for 
said  children ; 

The  petition  of  Jerusha  A.  Goodrich,  pray- 
ing for  an  increase  of  pension  ; 

The  petition  of  Walter  C.  Wilkinson,  pray- 
ing a  modification  of  the  pension  law  relating 
to  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812: 

The  petition  of  Polly  Welch,  praying  for 
arrears  of  i)ension ; 

The  petition  of  Adolphus  T.  Graham,  pray- 
ing that  he  be  granted  amars  of  pension ;  and 

The  petition  of  Elizabeth  Lyons,  of  Abbe- 
ville county.  South  Carolina,  praying  that  she 
be  ipranted  a  pension  in  consideration  of  the 
services  of  her  late  husband,  Joseph  Lyons,  in 
the  war  of  1812. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  ask  the  courtesy  of 
the  Senate  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No.  828, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  several  davs  since.  It  is  a 
matter  of  local  interest  only,  and  will  take 
bnt  a  moment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Two  Senators 
have  asked  to  take  up  husiness,  which  was 
objected  to  until  the  morning  business  was 
over. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  now  ask  the  Senate  to 
act  on  the  bill  to  which  I  have  alluded* 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  desire  to  make  some  re- 
ports. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Reports  of  com- 
mittees are  still  in  order. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  tbe  petition  of 
Cicero  Si  rams,  guardian  of  William  Hutchin- 
son, praying  that  a  pension  be  granted  to  his 
ward,  submitted  a  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill  (S.  No.  954)  granting  a  pension  to  William 
Hutchinson,  minor  sonof  Joseph^Hutchinson, 
deceased. 

The  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
readinff,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  petition  of  divers  citi- 
zens of  Pennsylvania,  praying  the  passage  of 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Harriet  Mattis,  widow 
of  the  late  Isaac  E.  Mattis,  have  directed  me 
to  report  it  back  with  a  recommendation  that 
the  parties  be  allowed  to  withdraw  the  petition. 
There  are  possibly  merits  in  the  case,  thoneh 
there  is  no  proof  whatever  accompanying  the 
petition. 

The  committee  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  petition,  and 
the  petitioners  were  allowed  to  withdraw  the 
same. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  680)  to 
place  Thomas  Eden,  a  soldier  of  the  war  of 
1812,  on  the  pensioa-list,  have  directed  me  to 
report  it  back  with  a  recommendation  that  the 
same  be  indefinitely  postponed.  There  are 
no  proofs  whatever  accompanying  the  bill,  and 
if  tne  facts  recited  in  the  preamble  are  true, 
Mr.  Eden  may  obtain  a  pension  under  the 
general  law  passed  at  the  Forty-First  Con- 
gress. 

The  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred  the 
following  petitions,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  their  further  consideration;  which  was 
agreed  to: 

The  petition  of  Hiram  R.  Rhea,  praying  that 
he  be  granted  a  pension ; 

The  petition  of  Mrs.  Maria  Witt,  mother  of 
Fredenck  Witt,  deceased,  late  private  com- 
pany E,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eighth  regi- 
ment Indiana  volunteers ; 

The  petition  of  Anna  Biglin,  mother  of 
Nicholas  A.  Bfglin,  late  a  private  of  company 
B,  second  regiment  United  States  cavalry  vol- 
unteers, praying  for  arrears  of  pension ;  and 

The  petition  of  Oliver  Lumphrey,  late  sec- 
ond lieutenant  forty-third  United  States  in- 
fantry, praying  to  be  placed  on  the  retired  list 
of  the  Army. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
457)  to  authorize  the  West  Wisconstn  Railway 
Company  to  keep  up  and  maintain  a  bridge 
for  railway  purposes  across  Lake  St  Croix  at 
the  city  of  Hudson,  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
have  directed  me  to  report  it  adversely.  The 
engineer  department  have  examined  this  ques- 
tion thoroughly  and  reported  against  the  Dill, 
and  the  committee  concur  in  that  report. 

The  bill  was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads  have  reported  back  a 
similar  hill  favorablv,  and  the  same  objection 
would  seem  to  apply  to  that  bill  that  applies 
to  this  one  which  uas  been  examined  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  STEWART.    I  ask  that  the  Senate 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
To.  522. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  ReporU  of  com- 
mittees are  still  in  order.  •'-•--' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  bill  I  presented  is 
a  matter  of  general  importance. 

The  VICE  PBESpENT.  The  Chair  wUl 
receive  morning  business. 

Mr.  CASSEKLY.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  to  whom  waa 
referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  888)  extending 
the  time  for  the  selection  of  swamp  and  o?er- 
flowed  landi  in  Or^on  under  an  act  of  Con- 
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freflB  approved  March  12,  1860,  to  report  it 
ack  and  recommend  its  passage,  it  is  a 
bill  extending  the  time  for  the  selection  by 
the  State  of  Oregon  of  swamp  and  overflowed 
lands  within  her  borders.  There  is  a  slight 
amendment  reported  by  the  committee.  I 
ask  for  the  present  consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  shonld  like  to  examine 
that  bill  before  it  is  passed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
place4  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  ask  leave,  then,  to 
withdraw  the  report. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  report  will 
bo  withdrawn 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Let  it  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  printed, 
and  leave  granted  then  to  withdraw  the  report. 

W.  W.  MONTOOMBRY. 

Mr.  H  AMILTOtiT,  of  Texas.  The  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  Texas,  asking 
that  a  pension  be  granted  to  the  heirs  of  the 
late  Captain  W.  W.  Montgomery,  who  was 
killed  during  the  war  on  the  Rio  Grande  fron- 
tier, have  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill,  and  I 
ask  for  its  present  consideration. 

By  unanimoQS  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  965) 
granting  a  pension  to  Mary  Ann  Montgomery, 
widow  of  William  W.  Montgomerv,  late  pri- 
vate in  Texas  volunteers,  was  read  three  times, 
and  passed. 

w.  c.  jakdinb's  pathnt. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Connecticut.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Patents,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1887)  to  authorize  William  C. 
Jardine  to  make  application  to  the  Commis- 
sioner of  Patents  for  the  issue  of  a  patent  for 
his  improvement  in  brake  and  rest  for  carts, 
have  instructed  me  to  report  it  favorably,  and 
I  ask  that  the  bill  be  put  on  its  passage.  Mr. 
Jardine  made  application  for  a  patent,  and  the 
application  was  granted  and  the  issue  ordered ; 
but  the  final  fees,  which  must  be  paid  before 
the  issue  actually  takes  place,  were  embezzled 
by  Mr.  Jardine^ s  solicitor,  which  he  did  not 
discover  until  subsequently.  The  proof  of 
that  is  now  conclusive.  It  is  too  late  for  the 
payment  of  such  final  fees  without  the  pas- 
sage of  an  act  of  Congress.  This  bill  merely 
authorizes  the  issue  by  the  Commissioner  on 
the  payment  of  those  final  fees.  It  ought  to 
be  passed  now  in  order  to  effect  its  object. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  William  C.  Jardine's  appli- 
cation for  improvement  in  bn^e  and  rest  for 
carts  having  been  passed  for  issue  September 
11,  1869,  but  by  the  neglect  of  his  agent  appli- 
cation and  payment  for  the  issue  of  the  same 
not  heiti^  made  within  the  time  required  by 
law,  it  IS  proposed  to  authorize  Jardine  to 
make  application  to  the  Commissioner  of  Pat- 
ents for  the  issue  of  a  patent  for  his  improve- 
ment in  brake  and  rest  for  carts,  and  to  author- 
ize the  Commissioner  of  Patents  to  issue  a 
patent  for  the  same  if  he  should  deem  it  right 
and  proper;  but  the  application  must  be  made 
and  the  proper  fees  paid  within  one  year  from 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BILLS INTRODUOBP. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  asked,  and  by  unanimons 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  957)  supplemental  to  the  act  of  February 
9,  1821,  incorporating  the  Columbian  College 
in  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  VICEERS  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (8. 
No.  968)  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  heirs- 
at-law  of  A.  J.  Ringgold,  late  of  the  State  of 
California ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 


referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  969) 
supplemental  to  an  act  granting  pensions  to 
certain  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  war  of  1812. 
and  the  widows  of  deceased  soldiers,  passed 
February  14,  1871 ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COLE  asked,  ana  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
960)  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  North 
Pacific  Coast  railroad  in  the  State  of  Califor- 
nia ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  iJands,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  permit  me 
to  call  up  Senate  bill  No.  49,  authorizing  the 
establishment  of  ocean  mail  steamship  service 
between  the  United  States  and  Australia. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
California  asks  unanimous  consent  to  take  up 
the  Australian  steamship  bill. 

Mr.  PRATT.    I  have  a  bill  to  offer. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Indiana  has  a  bill  to  offer,  which  is  in  tiie 
nature  of  an  objection.  The  introduction  of 
bills  is  in  order. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  give  way  for  that  if  the 
Senator  will  allow  the  Dill  to  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  PRATT.    I  have  no  objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  Senator  from  California  calling  up 
the  Australian  steamship  bill,  subject  to  the 
morning  business? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  will  lead  to  debate. 
What  is  the  object? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Ohio  objects. 

Mr.  PRATT.  By  request,  I  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  to  make  partition  of  the  reserva- 
tion of  Me-shin-go-me-sia,  a  Miami  Indian 
chief.  I  wish  to  say  that  there  are  one  or  two 
features  in  the  bill  which  do  not  meet  my 
approbation.  For  example,  this  bill  contem- 
plates a  present  partition  of  a  larse  reserve 
of  ten  sections  of  land  situated  in  Wabash  and 
Grant  counties,  Indiana,  and  to  postpone  the 
taxation  of  those  lands  to  the  1st  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1881.  While  I  introduce  this  bill,  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  understood  as  committing  my- 
self to  all  its  provisions. 

Leave  was  granted  to  introduce  a  bill  (B. 
No.  961)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  tne 
Interior  to  make  partition  of  the  reservation 
of  Me-shin-go-me-sia,  a  Miami  Indian  chief ; 
which  wsjs  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

RBMOVAL  OV  DI8ABILITIBB. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  ask  for  unanimous  consent 
to  introduce  a  bill,  and  I  desire  to  have  it  con- 
sidered at  the  present  time.  I  appeal  to  gen- 
tlemen, particularly  from  the  soutnern  States, 
around  me,  not  to  load  this  little  bill  with  other 
names. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Several  Senators 
have  asked  for  the  consideration  of  bills,  but 
the  Secretary  will  report  the  title  of  this  bill. 

Leave  was  granted  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  962)  to  relieve  GFeorge  N.  Forbes  of  the 
political  disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  it  was  read  twice. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  have  only  to  state  to  the  Sen- 
ate that  this  individual  has  been  elected  to  the 
office  of  ordinary  of  the  county  in  which  he 
lives,  his  predecessor  having  died.  He  never 
was  anything  but  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  the 
county;  he  merely  held  little  insignificant 
offices.  He  is  a  man  of  no  politicaJ  conse- 
quence in  the  State,  not  enough  for  me  to 
know  him.  I  never  saw  him  or  neard  of  him 
before,  that  I  know  of.  I  ask  the  Senate  to 
do  this  much  for  the  county  of  Talbot — give 
the  people  the  officer  they  have  elected. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.   Is  tfa«R«. 
tion  to  acting  on  the  bill  at  the  pr«snt  lis! 

Mr*  HILL.  ThisgentlemsnwueieaKi 
January. 

The  bill  was  considered  as  in  Cobki 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  HILL.  1  have  handnds  of  iap^it- 
names  that  I  shonld  like  to  tskecsnof,!)r.I 
will  not  load  the  bill  with  them. 

Mr.  POMEBOT.  Has  he  asked  k  4 
over  his  own  signature? 

Mr.  HILL.  He  has,  and  it  has  pusecii 
other  House  in  a  large  bill  HeisTeijiaii:-)! 
to  have  his  disabilities  removed. 

Mr.  POMEBOT.  Has  he  bees  elcctd  1 
any  office? 

Mr.  HILL.  That  is  the  leuon  Ink  it 
the  passage  of  the  bill.  He  vu  elected  !| 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  his  coa&tr  t 
the  office  of  ordioaiy,  which  is  tiie  bsl!  t 

Srothonotary,  orphan's  judge,  &c,  ia  m 
Utes. 

Mr.  POMEBOY.  Did  they  know  vbnu^f 
voted  for  him  that  he  was  disqoilified? 

Mr.  HILL.  I  cannot  ansvervhetkt^ 
knew  that  or  not.  I  do  not  know  the  itf* 
of  intelligence  there^  but  I  asdentood  m 
were  fourteen  candidates  conteodiogf^tu 
small  office,  which  shows  that  then  mm 
anxiety  about  it,  and  he  was  elected. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senile  fsb 
out  amendment,  ordered  to  be  esgroariln 
third  reading,  and  read  the  third  time. 

The  VICE  PBBSIDBNT.  The  paaap  i 
the  bill  requires  a  two-thirds  vote.  [P-^i 
the  question.  ]    The  ayes  appear  to  hire  r- 

li&.  TRUMBULL.  Is  that  bill  oaitt;*^ 
sage? 

The  VICE  PBBSIDBNT.   It  is. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  deiiw  to  ofer  1: 
amendment 

Mr.  HILL.  If  the  biU  is  to  be  mM 
am  willing  that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  SesiX 
from  Illinois  is  recognized. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    It  is  not  amendable  jt^fi 

the  third  reading. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    I  more,  then,  to « 
aider  the  vote  ordering  the  bill  to  « third  rt». 
ing,  with  a  view  of  oflFering  anameodmec; 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  su-  sc- 
ject  to  objection.  The  Senator  (rom  i|  :»:^; 
moves  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  tot  t:> 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reiltri 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    That  is  an  objecaai.  ^ 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Not  yet  • 
any  Senator  objects,  the  bill  is  remoTedin'^ 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.    I  obiect. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The 
before  the  Senate.  . .  , ., 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Will  it  be  wW  ^ 
amendment  when  it  comes  up  H^^:„  .   ^. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT*  Iiwinb«.« 
taioly,  if  the  vote  be  reconsidered. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    Will  not  ]he  S«^^ 
from  Iowa  allow  it  to  be  reconsidered  »»£ 
view  of  enabling  me  to  present  the  »ac^ 

Mr.  HILL.  I  will  inquire  of  the  Se  ».o. 
from  niinoU  if  he  proposes  to  i^ead  it  i>l 
adding  another  name?  _^„j  u 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    I  propose  to »!»««" 
by  adding  the  general  bill  for  the  reaoni 
political  disabilities.  .^_i  u 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  am  op^ 
the  reconsideration,  and  the  billfjf?^  '  u 

The   VICE   PRESIDENT.    Objecc'oa  ^ 

made  to  the  reconsideration.  vv, 

Mr.  HILL.    I  hope  the  Senator  froB^^ 
nois  wUl  not  press  that    He  msj  w« 
opportunity  very  soon.     __    _    ..,,  ,t^ 
the  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  biU  oi  * 
Senator  from  Georgia  is  not  before  «» 
ate,  objection  having  been  made. 

AMBNDMBNT  TO  APPROPBIATIOK  BlU 

Mr.   MORRILL,  of  Maine,  su 
amendment  intended  to  be  pxor 
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p  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1664)  making  appropria- 
iona  to  sapply  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
ions  for  ue  service  of  the  Government  for 
he  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  80,  1872|  and  for 
ormer  years,  and  for  other  purposes ;  which 
ras  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
LOOS,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INDUSTRIAL  TBAININO  A8SO0IATIOM. 

Mr.  WILSON.  1  ask  consent  to  call  up 
he  bill  to  which  I  referred,  (Senate  bill  No. 
36^  incorporating  the  National  Soldiers^  and 
•ailors^  Orphan  Indastrial  Training  Associa- 
ion. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  morning  hour  has 
xpired. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
bjection 

Mr.  ED  MUNDS.  Ob,  there  is  ever  so  much 
bjection.  We  have  no  constitutional  power 
o  pass  the  bill^  in  the  first  place,  and  we  ought 
lOt  to  pass  it  if  we  had. 

OBDBR  OF  BUBINBBS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
lOur  has  expired,  and  the  unfinished  busineis 
tf  yesterday,  beine  Senate  bill  No.  2,  is  before 
ho  Senate ;  but  oy  unanimous  consent,  on 
bis  day  at  one  o'clock  the  Chair  was  to  award 
he  floor  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
^OOAK,]  representing  the  Committee  on  Priv- 
leges  and  Elections,  to  move  to  lay  on  the 
able  whatever  unfinished  business  might  then 
>e  pending,  to  take  up  the  North  Carolina 
)lection  case.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  is 
LOW  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
!])bair  what  position  Senate  bill  No.  2  has, 
>efore  the  floor  is  awarded  to  the  Senator 
rom  Illinois. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  stated 
>erhaps  hurriedly,  so  that  the  Senator  did  not 
lear,  that  at  one  o'clock  the  unfinished  busi- 
less  of  last  evening,  being  the  oldest  special 
>rder,  Senate  bill  No.  2,  tne  customs  bill,  re- 
>orted  by  the  Senator  from  New  York,  came 
ip  before  the  Senate,  but  some  time  since,  by 
be  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate,  instead 
>f  makiuff  the  North  Carolina  election  case  a 
(pecial  oraer,  the  Chair  was  instructed  to  rec- 
>gnize  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  representing 
be  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Slectioos,  to  move  to  lay  upon  the  table  what- 
ever unfinished  business  might  be  pending  to 
ake  up  the  North  Carolina  election  case.  That 
vas  postponed  for  a  week  on  account  of  illness 
n  the  family  of  one  of  the  Senators,  and  then 
arther  postponed  until  to-day.  The  Chair, 
herefore,  by  order  of  the  Senate  recognizes 
he  Senator  from  Illinois.  The  customs  bill 
8  before  the  Senate,  but  liable  to  be  laid  on 
be  table  or  postponed  on  motion  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois. 

Mr.  FENTON.  Allow  me  to  suggest  then 
hat  the  customs  bill  be  informally  laid  aside 
vitb  the  understanding  that  it  shall  be  consid- 
•red  as  before  the  Senate  after  the  North  Car- 
Jina  case. 

Mr.  STEWART.  1  shall  have  to  object  to 
bat  unless  I  can  ^etfive  minutes  at  some  time 
o  dispose  of  a  bill  which  I  have  been  trying 
o  get  acted  upon  for  a  longtime.  I  shall  have 
o  object  to  that  arrangement  if  it  prevents  me 
rom  getting  a  Tote  on  the  ooal  bill.  I  do  not 
hink  that  bill  will  lead  to  any  discussion 
ktall. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  fix>m 
llioois  is  in  possession  of  the  floor.  If  he 
ields  to  this  coUoquv 

Mr.  LOGAN.    I  do  not  yield  any  further. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
<^eyada  obiects  to  informally  passing  ov«r  the 
pecial  order,  and  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
feclines  to  yield  further. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  submit  the  motion  that  all 
»tber  business  be  laid  aside  informally  and 
be  North  Carolina  election  case  taken  up. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  is 
lade  to  informally  passing  over  the  unfinished 
losiness.    The  Senator  from  Illinois  moves  to 


lay  die  customs  bill  on  the  table.  It  will  still 
remain  a  special  order  on  the  Calendar,  but 
will  be  laid  on  the  table  to  be  resumed  here- 
after. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  shall  make  no  opposi- 
tion to  its  being  laid  oii^the  table  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  up  the  North  Carolina  case. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.*  It  will  come 
up  after  that,  as  I  understand. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  give  notice  that  I  shall 
insist  on  its  being  brought  before  the  Senate 
for  action  after  that  case  is  disposed  of. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
answer  the  Senator  from  Maine.  If  the  cus- 
toms bill  is  laid  on  the  table,  it  will  come  up 
after  the  election  case  shall  be  disposed  of,  un- 
less there  should  be  some  unfinished  business, 
which  would  have  priority  over  everything 
else.  This  bill  is  the  oldest  special  order. 
The  Senator  from  Illinois  now  moves  that  the 
special  order  be  laid  over  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  North  Carolina  election  case. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  now  moTSS  to  take  up  the  election  case. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Will  the  Senator  give 
way  for  &ye  minutes  to  enable  me  to  get  a 
vote  on  the  coal  bill?  ^  I  find  myself  utterly 
unable  to  get  it  up  during  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  Senator  cannot 
get  a  YOte  on  that  bill  in  ten  minutes  or  in 
half  an  hour. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  If  I  oould  do  so  I  should 
have  no  objection  to  granting  the  Senator's 
request ;  but  half  a  dozen  other  Senators  make 
the  same  appeal  to  me. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  Senator  from 
Neyada  evidently  cannot  get  a  vote  on  that 
bill  in  a  few  moments,  as  he  ima^nes. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  If  I  were  to  yield,  the  time 
of  the  Senate  would  only  be  taken  up  for 
nothing* 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  no  division 
is  demanded,  the  North  Carolina  case  is  before 
the  Senate ;  if  a  division  is  demanded,  the 
Chair  will  put  the  question.  There  is  no 
division  demanded.  The  North  Carolina  elec- 
tion is  before  the  Senate>  and  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  is  entitled  to  the  floor  upon  it. 

MBS8AGB  VROH  THB  BOUBB. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPasBSoy,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  a  concurrent  reso- 
lution that  House  bill  No.  2081,  for  the  relief 
of  Peck.  Van  Horn  &  Co.,  of  Harrison  county. 
State  01  Kentucky,  be  corrected  and  enrollea 
for  Peck,  Van  nook  &  Co.,  that  being  the 
proper  name  and  style  of  the  firm  for  whom 
the  relief  is  intended. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  following  bills,  in  which  it 
requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  694}  to  prevent  cruelty 
to  animals  while  in  transit  by  railroad  or  other 
means  of  transportation  within  the  United 
States:  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1808)  to  extend  the  time 
for  provioing  a  college  under  an  act  entitled 
^'  An  act  donating  public  lands  to  the  several 
States  and  Territories  which  mav  provide  col- 
leges for  the  benefit  of  agriculture  and  the 
mechanic  arts,"  approved  July  2,  1862,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  to  March  1,  1873. 

BNBOLLID  BILLS  BIGNBD. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed  the  follow- 
ing enrolled  bills;  and  they  were  thereupon 
signed  by  the  Vice  President: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  101)  for  the  relief  of  F. 
B.  Brayton : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  628)  for  the  relief  of 
Augustine  Bacon j 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1288)  for  the  relief  of  Slu- 
man  S.  fiailey,  collector  of  internal  revenue 
for  the  fourth  district  of  Michigan } 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1646)  for  the  relief  of 
George  H.  Rapp  j  and 


A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1700)  for  the  relief  of 
Battelle  t  Evans. 

TAXB8  ON  SPIRITS  DB8TR0TBD  IN  BOND. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  a  bill  that  I 
reported  a  few  days  ago  from  the  Committee 
on  Finance  that  affects,  the  constituents  of  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  somewhat  It  partly 
grows  out  of  the  Chicago  fire.  It  is  a  general 
bill  to  authorize  the  canceliDg  of  bonds  where 
the  spirits  for  which  the  bonds  were  given  have 
been  destroyed  by  casualities,  without  fraud, 
collusion,  or  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
owner.  The  Committee  on  Finance  have  re- 
ported a  bill,  general  in  its  character,  to  cover 
a  great  number  of  private  claims  of  the  kind 
pending  in  the  committee.  Among  the  rest  it 
covers  the  Chicago  fire,  the  fire  in  Pittsburg,  the 
fire  in  Delaware,  and  several  Other  places.  The 
bill  is  general  in  its  character,  and  ought  to  be 
disposed  of.  If  any  Senator  objects  to  it 
after  it  is  read  I  will  not  ask  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  to  give  way  ;  but  I  should  like  to  have 
it  acted  upon. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  read, 
subject  to  objection  or  to  a  demand  for  the 
regular  order  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  or 
any  other  Senator. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  state  before  it  is 
read  that  the  reason  why  I  ask  its  present  con- 
sideration is  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  officers 
of  the  law  within  a  certain  time  to  press  the 
collection  of  these  bonds  for  spirits,  and  it 
embarrasses  them  because  they  have  difficulty 
in  delaying  longer. 

There  beine  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  881)  to  provide  for  the 
abatement  or  repayment  of  taxes  on  distilled 
spirits  in  bond  destroyed  by  casualty.  It  au- 
thorizes the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  upon 
the  production  of  satisfactory  proof  to  him  pf 
the  actual  destruction  of  any  distilled  spirits, 
by  accidental  fire  or  other  casualty,  while  they 
remained  in  the  custody  of  any  officer  of  the 
internal  revenue  in  any  bonded  warehouse  of 
the  United  States,  to  abate  or  refund,  as  the 
case  may  be,  the  amount  of  internal  revenue 
taxes  paid  or  accruing  thereon,  and  to  cancel 
any  warehouse  bond,  or  enter  satisfaction 
thereon,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  the  case  may 
be.  This  act  is  to  take  effect  in  all  cases  of 
loss  or  destruction  of  distilled  spirits  which 
have  occurred  since  the  Ist  of  January,  1868. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendment,  to  insert  after  the 
word  *' casualty,''  in  line  six  of  section  one, 
the  words:  "and  without  any  fraud,  collu- 
sion, or  negligence  of  the  owner  of  such 
spirits." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  susKest  to  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  finance  whether  there 
should  not  be  an  amendment  made  to  the  bill, 
which  is  suggested  to  me  by  having  examinea 
the  case  oi  a  distillery  at  Peoria,  which  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1870,  and  some  two  thou- 
sand barrels  of  highwines  were  burned  at  that 
time.  A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  owner  was 
introduced  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Cliums.    That  bill  contains  a  provision 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  bill  covers  that  case, 
and  perhaps  about  ten  or  twelve  others 
that  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  It  is  general  in  its  character,  and 
goes  back  and  covers  losses  that  have  occurred 
since  the  1st  of  January,  1868. 

Mr.  PRATT.    I  am  coming  now  to  the  sug- 

Sestion  I*was  about  to  make  when  I  arose.  In 
liat  case  Mr.  Farrell,  the  owner,  had  been  in- 
sured to  the  amount  probably  of  one  half  of 
the  property  that  was  destroyed,  including  also 
the  spirits,  and  there  was  a  provision  in  thai 
bill  that  so  far  as  he  was  protected  by  insur- 
ance for  the  highwines  he  should  not  be  re- 
lieved from  the  tax  upon  the  spirits,  fifty  cents 
a  gallon.  My  suggestion  is  whether  there 
should  not  be  a  similar  amendment  made  to 
Haia  general  bill. 
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Mt,  SHERMAN.  I  sbonld  have  no  obiec- 
tion  to  SQch  an  amendment  as  tbat.  The  Dili 
was  prepared  rather  with  a  view  to  the  Ghioago 
fire.  Such  an  amendment  might  in  particular 
cases  work  a  great  hardshipi  because  the  in- 
surance companies  might  have  failed.  This  bill 
goes  upon  the  general  principle  that  where  the 
spirits  do  not  enter  into  consumption,  no 
liability  should  be  incurred  for  taxes.  The 
same  principle  is  now  in  the  customs  law  and 
always  has  been  the  general  law  of  the  land. 
Where  goods  subject  to  customs  duty  are  de- 
stroyed under  similar  circumstances)  the  duty 
is  remitted. 

Mr.  PRATT.  In  the  case  to  which  I  have 
referred,  if  Mr.  Farrell  should  succeed  in  re- 
covering from  the  insurance  company  one  half 
of  the  value  of  the  spirits  destroyed,  it  would 
be  inequitable  that  he  should  not  pay  a  portion 
at  least  of  the  tax  on  those  spirits.  I  simply 
make  the  suggestion  to  the  chairman  whether 
there  shouldnot  be  an  amendment  of  that 
character  to  this  general  bill. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  not.  I  think 
where  the  spirits  are  still  in  the  custody  of  the 
Qovernment,  do  not  enter  into  consumption 
at  all|  and  the  loss  is  by  the  act  of  God  or  cas- 
ualty without  the  fault  of  the  party,  he  ought 
not  in  any  case  to  be  required  to  pay  the  tax. 
That  is  the  provision  of  the  general  customs 
law.  I  think  in  the  case  of  the  Chicago  fire 
such  an  amendment  as  is  suggested  would 
work  irreparable  injary  to  parties,  because  in 
many  cases  the  insurance  conipanies  have 
failed  or  disputed  their  liability.  On  the  whole 
I  think  it  is  but  equitable  that  the  United 
States  should  forbear  to  claim  taxes  when  the 
spirits  have  been  destroyed  and  have  not  en- 
tered into  consumption.  So  I  think  the  bill 
had  better  stand  as  it  is. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  each  case  of  this 
BoH,  of  the  destruction  of  a  building,  ought  to 
stand  on  its  own  merits.  If  these  parties  want 
relief  let  each  case  be  presented  separately, 
and  let  the  claimants  be  relieved  separately. 
I  do  not  think  the  Government  ought  to  be- 
come a  great  insurer  of  everything  that  a 
distiller  may  put  into  a  bonded  warehouse. 
If  the  bill  were  confined  to  the  Chicago  fire 
simply,  I  would  not  object  to  it,  but  here  you 
have  got  a  general  bill  making  the  Govern- 
ment a  great  insurer  for  all  the  property  in 
bonded  warehouses. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Not  at  all.  The  Senator 
must  be  aware  that  the  Government  does  not 
pay  the  distiller  anything  at  all.  It  simply 
says  that  under  the  circumstances  it  will  not 
collect  the  tax. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  know  that ;  but  it  vir- 
tually does  so  when  it  absolves  him  from  pay- 
ing what  the  law  requires  him  to  pay. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Not  at  all.  I  ask  the 
Senator,  would  he  himself  require  a  distiller  to 
pay  a  tax  of  fifty  cents  a  gallon  on  spirits  that 
were  destroyed  while  they  were  in  his  posses- 
sion ?    That  is  the  case  now  before  us. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  think  I  should 
be  very  conscientious  about  it  in  the  case  of  a 
man  who  has  been  distilling  whisky  for  the 
last  few  years,  and  has  cheated  the  Govern- 
ment out  of  half  the  revenue  it  ought  to  have 
got.  I  do  not  believe,  myself,  that  the  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  pass  a  general  law  by  which 
these  parties  should  be  relieved.  In  a  case 
like  the  Chicago  fire,  or  any  individual  case 
that  I  can  understand,  I  might  be  willing  to 
vote  relief,  and  very  likely  I  would ;  but  a 
sweeping  general  law  of  this  kind,  where  there 
can  be  collusion  between  insurance  agents  and 
the  men  who  have  the  custody  of  this  whisky, 
is  open  to  innumerable  objections,  I  think. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  We  have  provided  against 
that.  However,  the  Senate  can  decide  the 
matter. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  believe  in  any 
such  law  as  that,  myself. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  may  be  that  I  do  not 
understand  the  scope,  or  rather  the  limits  of 
this  bill;  but  I  am  as  unable  as  the  Senat<yr 


from  Kansas  to  see  the  Wisdoib  of  its  adop- 
tion- 
Mr.  LOGAN.    I  am  satisfied  this  will  cause 
further  discussion,  and  I  claim  the  right  to 
proceed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  subject  to 
objection. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  Wish  to  debate 
it  at  any  length,  biit  I  should  like  an  explana- 
tion of  one  or  two  provisions  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  do  not  wish  to  take  the 
Senator  off  the  floor ;  but  there  are  on^  or  two 
others,  I  learn,  who  wish  to  debate  the  bill. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  is  quiU  right:  I 
take  no  exception  to  that;  but  when  this  oill 
comes  up,  I  wish  to  be  heard. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  Will  resume 
its  place  on  the  Calendar. 

8BNAT0R  FROM  NORTH  GABOLINA. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  re- 
sumes the  consideration  of  the  North  Carolina 
contested- election  case.  Th«  Secretary  will 
read  tiie  resolution  reported  by  the  committee. 

The  Secretary  read  the  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections, 
as  follows : 


Hetoloed,  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott*  not  having  n 
eel  ved  a  majority  of  the  votes  cut  bv  the  North  (Mo- 
lina Ledslatare  on  the  seeond  Taeadka^  in  November. 

1870,  for  the  offioe  of  Senator  ef  the  Uoited  States, 
is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  said  United  States  Senate 
as  such  Senator. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  move  to  amend  the 
resolution  by  offering  as  a  substitute  the  reso- 
lution reported  by  tne  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, as  follows : 

That  Joseph  C.  Abbott  has  h^eb  dal^r  tolboted  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  oommeneine  on  the  4th  day  of  Maroh, 

1871,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
as  Buoh  Senator. 

Mr.  LOGAN  addressed  the  Senate  in  sup- 
port of  the  resolution  reported  by  the  eommit- 
tee.  [His  speech  will  be  published  in  the 
Appendix.] 

Mr.  CARPENTER  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
I  think,  will  not  desire  to  enter  on  his  sp<»ech 
to-night,  and  as  the  Senate  would  not  wish  to 
adjourn  at  this  early  hour,  I  snggeffk  that  the 
diplomatic  appropriation  bill  has  been  before 
the  Senate,  reported  for  some  time.  It  is  a 
mere  formal  bill,  and  will  elcite  no  discussion 
whatever,  and  it  will  take  but  a  short  time  to 
read  it.  I  have  spoken  to  Several  Senators, 
and  I  think  the  Senate  unanimously  will  be 
glad  to  have  it  disposed  of;  and  I  ask  that  the 
present  order  be  laid  aside  informally  that  we 
may  take  up  that  bill,  and  I  am  quite  sure  we 
can  dispose  of  it  within  thirty  minutes. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  It  being  the  under- 
standinfi;  that  this  matter  will  have  its  place  at 
one  o'clock  tomorrow? 

Mr.  COLE.    Certainly. 

CORRSOTION  OF  AN  KRBOB. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Soott 
in  the  chair,)  laid  before  the  Senate  a  con- 
current resolution : 


Eewlved,  (tlie  Senate  eoaoatrin^J  13iat  House  bill 


beiDff  the  proper  name  and  style  of  the  firm  for 
whom  the  relief  is  intended. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  ask  the  Senate  to 
let  that  resolution  be  put  on  its  nassa^e.  It 
merely  corrects  a  name  in  a  bill  which  has 
already  been-passed. 

Mr.  EDM  UNDS.  What  was  the  nature  of 
the  bill? 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  It  was  a  bill  that  passed 
both  the  House  and  Senate,  appropriatinir 
money  to  pay  a  claim  to  a  certam  firm,  and 
the  name  of  one  of  the  firm  was  misspelled. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  efifect  of  the  bill  was 
simply  to  relieve  these  gentlemen  from  the 
payment  of  a  Government  tax  on  some  dis- 
tilled liquors  which  were  burned  while  under 
bond. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    This  resolution,  I  say 


to  my  friend  frote  Vermont,  is  tserelytop 
rect  an  ^rror. 
The  resolutiott  was  conenrred  in. 


OSDB&  OV  BtSISESS. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  aak  nnaitifflosB  vmet  n 
proceed  with  the  eonaolar  aed  dipbosk 
appropriation  bilL 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.Scoji 
The  Senator  f^om  Callforaia  asss  tk  tV 
pending  order  be  lud  aside  to  proceed  tsi 
the  bill  indicated  by  him.  Is  there  ujol^ 
tiou? 

Mr.  FENTON.  Let  me  inqoire  vbat  tk. 
it  has  on  the  special  order.  Senate  bill  No.  ^! 

Mr.  COLE.    It  does  not  displace  it 

Mr.  FENTON.  If  it  dbes  sot  tSmu. 
I  have  no  objection.  Do  I  uodentand  tkt: 
does  not  misplace  Senate  bill  No.  3? 

The  PRESIDING  OPPICBR.  Tl«(kr 
understands  that  the  Senator  from  Cdlfsita 
asks  consent  that  the  pending  propositiaL:!: 
resolution  in  regard  to  the  Nortb  Mm 
election,  be  informal  l)r  laid  aside. 

ft.  xrcLsoir  obxi. 

Mr.  FENTON.  I  ask  the  Se&atot  &k 
CaliCpmia  to  give  way  until  I  make  a  npcn 
from  a  conference  committee. 

Mr.  COLE.    Certainly. 

Mr.  FENTON  submitted  the  follor^ojif 
port: 

The  committee  of  eoniereaoe  on  the  jiaM 
votes  of  the  two  Hooms  on  the  bill  (H.  B.  5).  f. 
for  the  relief  of  R.  N^bon  Gere.  hiTiot  oeLi^ 
fall  and  free  oonferenoe  have  ecreed  to  nmiisL 
and  do  reoommend,  to  their  respeoiiT«B«iiiaii 
follows:  .  , 

That  the  House  reeede  fiom  their  dt«<T«(s« 
to  the  first  amendment  of  the  Senate,  aalirMi: 
the  same. 

That  the  Senate  reeede  from  their  secoo^  tsfu- 

mtat.  

R.  B.  FEKTON, 

Managers  on  tiU  jMK  (^rb  ^«^ 
CHARLBSW|TfcR, 

w.  B.  humsSia 

JOHN  T.  HAJtm 
Manofftra  on  (iU  poH  o/  (m  if*^' 

The  report  was  concurred  in. 

OOHlftTTBB  8SaTI0£. 

Mr.  TfltJRMAN.  I  am  lold  that  I  waip 
pointed  on  a  committee  of  conference  oa  i» 
bill  in  relaUon  to  the  pay  of  the  widow  o! 
Judge  McKinney.  I  was  not  in  ibe  Coo^' 
tee  on  the  Judiciary  when  it  was  cojsider^ 
nor  in  the  Senate  when  it  passed,  j^^^- 
very  inconvenient  for  me  to  stteDd  en  u 
committee.    I  ask  to  be  excnsed. 

The  PRESIDING  Ot'FICER.  The  Se:J 
tor  from  Ohio  asks  to  be  excased  fro^^Hn 
on  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  wm^ 
R.  No.  1866)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Faaceii 
McKinney.  ^       ^  ^. 

The  question  being  pu^  Mr.  THa)iii«^ 
excused. 

OONeULAB  AND  DIPWMA«0  BlU. 

The  Senate,  aa  in  Committee  of  the  W 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  >  j;;;^ 
making  appropriations  for  the  co^lyJZ 
diplomatic  service  of  the  Ginrernoeat Jor » 
year  ending  Jane  80,  1878,  and  forotfcffr 
^T:COLE.    I8uggestthstthe.ffle.d«e« 


reported  by  the  Committee  on  ^^P^^^. 
be  acted  upon  as  they  are  reached  in  wc 

ingof  the  bill.  „„    r,  ,i,«-  u 

Tlie  PRESIDING  OFFipSB.  K^'' 

no  objection,  that  course  ^  be  P'"' .i.gi. 
The  Chief  Clerk  procwded  to  read  u»;  ^^ 
The  first  amendment  of  tie  ^^""'"^Bjf 
Appropriattone  was  on  W^.^'.lf  "rc^eot 
making  i^|>ropnatiotis  for  »*J'"^. <«L<' 
line  seventeen,  to  strike  oat  tte  f^on  ^ 
accredited  t<>,"  after  *'Nicaragn»  ""  pj 
fore  "Oantemala;''  and  in  l'»<*Sirtf* 
twenty-o»e,to  increase  theappwP"**' 
$112,600  to  $142,600.  . 

Tire  amendment  iras  sgww  w.         ^, 
•Hie  next  amendment  was  to  wi» 
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ine«  thiriy^oBe  Md  thirty-tiro,  in  the  foUowittj^ 
rOHh: 

tbr  iklAvf  «f  fh«  lyrivat^  iiittftiiileilMft  of  Robert 
).  fiohflDokt  minlator  to  dreat  Brhain,  $8,600. 

And  to  inseil  in  Uea  thareof :        ,  , 

To  enable  Robert  G.  Scheodk.  thiHin^  to  GfeAt 
IriUhi,  to  employ  a  Dritaib  Hduntttosto.  iMdordini 
o  joial  rMolntton  •ppreved  JuivAry  11.  UTl,  12.500. 

The  amendi&eiit  wai  sfreed  to. 

The  next  ahiendai^nt  #8^  to  strike  out 
ines  thirty^Aitie  tod  forty,  in  th^  following 
T^ords: 

Tor  Bal&ry  of  Bteretsurt  of  lefatSon  to  Pern,  $1,500. 

The  amendment  w&s  ftgrd^d  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  8,  line 

orty-two,  to  insert  the  word  ^'and''  before 

he  words  ** Great  Britain;''  after  the  words 

'  Great  Britain,*'  to  strike  ont  the  words  ^'and 

lermany;"  and  also,  in  line  forty-three,  to 

trike  oat  ''six"  and  insert ''  four;''  so  as  to 

aake  the  clause  read: 

For  falariea  of  aisistaat  iMretariefl  of  U[e  lega- 
ioDf^to  Franoe  and  Great  Britain,  at  12.000  each, 
4.000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  3,  line 
brty-seven,  afler  the  word  ''  legation,"  to  in- 
ert the  words  '*and  consulate  general  i "  so 
hat  the  clause  will  read : 

For  salary  of  the  interpreter  of  the  United  ^tates 
egation  and  Consulate  general  In  Turkey,  $3,000; 
.nd  on  and  after  the  pastage  of  this  aet  the  daties 
f  eeoretary  of  letation  ahaU  be  performed  by  the 
onsul  general  at  Conetantlnople. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  3,  in 

be  danse  making  appropriation*  for  Uie  com- 

lensatton  of  chwg^s  d'affaires  ad  ilkUriMj 

.nd  for  compensation  of  diplomatio  officers 

tf  the  Unitea  States  abroad,  after  the  word 

^abroad,"  in  line  fifiy-five,  to  strike  out  the 

ollowing  woids: 

In  the  iaterriil  betwcvn  the  appointment  of  their 
uooetsor  and  his  presentation,  or  of  their  reoall. 
o4  for  so  many  days. thereafter  as  are  aotually  and 
lOdessarily  oontnttied  in  an  onintermpted,  afreet 
raasit  te  the  United  States»  for  no  longer  and  for 
10  other  par pose» 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  8,  in  the 
ame  cla^sO)  after  the  word  ''  dollars,"  in  line 
ffiy*nine,  to  sirike  ont  the  following  words  i 

And  that  all  acts  and  parts  of  sets  inconsistent 
rith  this  proTiilon  are  he  reby  repealed. 

And  to  insert  in  liet  thereof  the  following: 

Pr&tuUd,  Tfaetno eompensation or allowanee shall 
e  nsade  to  any  saeh  ofieer  after  the  termination  of 
is  offioiat  foaotions  other  than. for  such  time  as 
ballnecessarily  be  occupied  in  his  direct  return  to 
lio  united  States :  and  the  proviso  to  the  elanse  in 
!ie  act  of  Maroh  3, 1871«  entitled  **  An  aet  making 

Fpropriatioos  to  supply  defloienoiee  for  the  servioe 
the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
).  1870.  and  June  30, 1671,  and  fbr  other  purposes," 
for  salaries  of  United  States  ministers  abroad." 
o.,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  rapealed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  ask  the  committee 
hy  they  inserted  the  amendment  on  page  8, 
oe  forty- seven,  to  require  the  interpreter  of 
le  United  Stales  legation  at  Turkey  to  act  as 
iterpreterfor  the  eonsahite  general  also.  The 
vo  otBeesare  distinct.  Toe  interpreter  of 
le  United  States  legation  in  Turkey  has,  I 
now,  a  great  aaonnt  of  work  to  do*  Mr. 
rowo,  the  present  inteipreter,  has  been  there 
>me  thirty- odd  years,  and  1  am  told  it  is  im- 
osaiblo  for  one  person  to  perform  the  duties, 
ask  the  Senator  in  charge  of  the  bill  to 
cplain  that  amendnMntof  the  oommHtee.  I 
el  it  my  dnty  to  oppose  it  and  to  ask  for  a 
t|>arate  TOte  npon  iu 

ThePRBSIDiNGOFFIGBR.  Thatamend- 
ent  has  been  agreed  to. 
Mr.  COLE.    X  am  willlnff  that  it  shall  bo 
meidered  as  reserved  until  the  bill  is  read 
irongh  or  reported  to  the  Senate. 
Mr.  SHERMAN.    Yerr  welL 
The  next  amendmenl  of  the  Committee  on 
ppropriations  was  on  page  4,  line  setenty- 
mo,  to  strike  oot  the  word  "nresent"  he- 
re the  wevd  **fiieil,*"  and  after  tfa«  word 


*'year''  to  inseit  the  words  ''ending  Jnne 
80,  1878 ;"  so  as  to  make  the  elanse  read : 

l^or  eompensation  of  agehtu  appointed  by  the 
President  to  examine  oonsniar  aeoonnts,  as  author- 
ised by  the  sepond  seotion  of  the  act  approved  July 
11. 1870.  llO.OOp;  and  from  and  after  the  close  of  the 
lueat  year  ending  June  80,  1873,  said  appropriation 
shall  oeale.  and  all  aets  or  parts  of  acts  Inoonsistent 
therewith  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Ut.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  Senator  fVom  Ohio 
will  give  me  his  attenUon,  I  think  it  bMter  not 
to  reserre  the  matter  abont  the  consulate  gen- 
eral of  Ttificey,  becanse.we  may  ns  well,  when 
the  Senate  is  comparatively  full,  dispose  of  it 
at  this  moment  I  supposed  the  chairman 
would  have  explained  to  the  Senate  why  we 
proposed  the  amendment.  I  happened  to 
remember  it,  and  therefore,  with  his  permis- 
sion, I  will  state  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
understood  that  the  amendment  was  to  be 
reserved  until  the  bill  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  and  then  a  separate  vote  was  to  be 
taken  noon  it. 

Mr.  COLE.  My  attention  was  engaged,  at 
the  moment  the  Senator  from  Ohio  refezted 
to  it,  with  another  part  of  the  bill,  and  hence 
I  was  willingto  have  it  reserved. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  quite  willing  that 
it  shall  be  considered  as  not  having  been  acted 
n^on. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  my  colleague  on  the 
committee  [Mr.  Edmunds]  would  explain  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  wish  to  inqnire  if  I 
understood  the  Senator  from  Vermont  to  be 
speaking  on  the  amendment  in  regard  to  the 
consul  general  of  Turkey. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Yes. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Thathas  not  been  passed 
npon,  has  it? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  has  been,  in  commit- 
tee, but  it  has  boen  said  that  it  would  be  re- 
servied.  I  think  it  better,  however,  as  the  Sen- 
ate is  now  comparatively  foil,  to  have  the  thing 
decided  and  disposed  of«  so  that  everybody 
Hill  be  satisfied.  That  is  why  I  allude  to  it 
now. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  on 
that  whenever  it  comes  up. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  can  be  con- 
sidered now  only  by  unanimous  consent.  It 
was  reserved  by  the  Senator's  colleague  for  a 
separate  vote  when  the  bill  came  into  the  Sen- 
ate. The  Senator  from  Vermont  suggests  that 
it  be  acted  on  now  by  common  consent. 

Mr.  EDM  UNDS.  It  has  already  been  acted 
upon  in  the  technical  sense,  but  I  do  not  wish 
to  stand  upon  that,  neither  does  the  commit- 
tee. We  only  wish  to  have  what  we  hlive  pro- 
posed meet  the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  and 
if  there  is  any  difficulty  or  wrong  about  it  we 
should  like  to  know  it 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Does  the  Senator  pro- 
pose to  address  the  Senate  new? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  pronos^  to 
address  the  Senate  if  they  are  disposed  to  have 
Uie  amendment  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  FRi&lDENT.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection  to  the  Secretary  a|^in  reporting 
the  amendment  on  page  8  as  if  it  had  not  been 
previously  agreed  to.  That  amendment  is  now 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Now  I  beg  to  explain  to 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  and  to  tue  Senate  that 
as  the  bill  passed  the  House,  as  they  will  see 
by  reading  this  very  paragraph,  the  telary  of 
the  interpreter  of  the  legation  in  Turkey  was 
to  be  $8,000,  and  then  there  is  a  provision,  in 
nddltion  to  that,  that  hereafter  the  duties  of 
the  secretary  of  legation  tthali  be  performed  by 
the  consul  general  at  Constantinople,  so  as  to 
diminish  tne  expense  and  have  the  consul 
general  act  as  secretary  of  legation «  as  well  he 
may  upon  the  infbrmation  we  have.  So  far 
they  went,  consolidating  the  consul  general 
for  administrative  purposes  in  the  Wav  of  car- 
rying on  mere  bnstness  with  the  legation. 
That  the  House  did,  and  that,  from  the  infi>rm« 


ation  we  had,  appeared  to  be  ri^ht,  becaoie 
it  would  save  exnense  and  diminish  offieers. 
Then  the  question  was  whether  the  consul 
general,  heretofore  having  had  an  interprMer 
of  his  own,  himself  beinff  put  into  the  legation 
as  flecretsn^,  we  should  keep  up  also  an  inter- 
preter of  the  eoosulate  generaL  So  we  pro- 
vided that  the  salary  of  toe  interpreter  of  the 
legation  should  also  cover  the  salary  of  the 
interpreter  of  the  consulate  general,  so  that 
the  legntioB  interpreter  should  be  the  inter- 
preter fbr  the  consul  general,  who  should  be 
also  the  secretary  of  legation,  as  well  as  the 
interpreter  of  the  consul  general ;  in  other 
words,  the  consul  general  is  put  into  the  lega- 
tion as  sect^tary.  Now,  it  sometimes  happens, 
although  rather  rarely,  that  he  has  duties  to 
do  as  consul.  There  is  the  interpreter  of  the 
legation  at  his  hand.  The  consul  general  is 
the  secretarf  of  the  legation.  We  say  Irf  this 
provision  that  that  interpreter  shall  interpret 
as  well  for  the  consul  as  for  the  minister,  and 
80  we  have  added  these  words  to  provide  thsit 
the  interpreter  of  the  United  States  legation 
having  that  salary  should  also  be  eohsidered  as 
the  interpreter  of  the  consul,  who  is  also  the 
secretary  of.  legation,  and  so  to  dispense  with 
the  interpreter  of  the  consul,  and  not  with  the 
interpreter  of  the  legation. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  only  know  about  this 
matter  from  the  fact  that  the  dragonxAn  or 
interpreter  of  the  Turkish  legation  is  an  Ohio 
man  who  has  been  there  since  boyhood. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  Mr.  Brown.  It 
does  not  touch  him.  It  only  provides  that  h6 
shall  interpret  for  the  consul,  who  is  the  8ec* 
retary  of  tne  legation. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  the  very  point  I 
wish  to  come  at  I  know  it  is  entirely  in^n- 
sistent  and  incompatible  to  perform  the  dAties 
of  the  two  offices.  The  conso  I  general  in  Con  • 
stantinople  is  chieiy  a  judicial  officet,  under 
the  laws  having  jurisdiction  over  offens68  com* 
mitted  by  our  sailors  and  oitiKens  of  the  Unit^rd 
States  under  the  consular  system;  to  whAt 
extent  I  do  net  know. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  If  the  Senator  will 
allow  me,  I  will  sav  that  the  civil  jurisdictibn 
of  consular  courts  has  been  given  up. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  criminal  jurisdictiiMl 
still  remains? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  That  still  remains.  I 
remember  when  the  treaty  was  ratified  We 
ratified  a  translation  as  it  was  supposed  to  be 
of  the  treaty,  but  it  was  ascertained  after  we 
had  ratified  it  that  the  translation  did  not 
contain  the  power  which  was  in  th6  original 
treaty,  giving  jurisdiction  in  civil  cases  to  con- 
sular courts.  That  has  been  given  up ;  so  that 
the  interpreter  has  not  very  much  to  do  in 
those  courts. ' 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  At  any  rate  the  duties 
of  the  interpreter  of  that  court,  the  interpreter 
of  the  consul  general^  are  entirely  iocontistent 
With  the  present  duties  of  the  interpreter  or 
the  legation.  The  office  of  interpreter  or  drag- 
oman, as  he  is  more  commonly  called,  at  Con- 
stantinople is  a  very  important  on6.  Whenever 
the  minister  is  absent,  ne  is  minister  ex  q^teto, 
and  he  receives  the  ^ay  of  a  char^6  during  the 
absence  of  the  minister.  The  duties  of  one 
office  are  entirely  inconsistent  with  the  duties 
of  the  other.  The  duties  of  the  interpreter 
of  a  court,  interpreting  witnesses  in  trials,  in 
a  criminal  case,  fbr  instance  the  trial  of  a 
sulor  or  an  American  citizen  who  has  com- 
mitted an  offense  against  the  law,  are  entirely 
inconsistent  with  the  duties  of  the  interpreter 
for  the  legation.  Besides,  I  think  there  is  some 
distatice,  I  do  not  know  how  much,  between  the 
official  residence  of  the  dragoman,  who  most  be 
in  intimate  relations  with  the  minister,  and  the 
place  where  the  consular  court  3s  helo. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Must  he  have  any  more 
intimate  relations  with  the  minister  than  the 
secretary  of  legation  ? 

Mr.  SuBRMAN.  The  provision  in  regard 
to  the  secretary  of  legation  is  simply  the 


2362 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  U, 


do  not  complain  of  ii.  I  think  Dcxfaape  ki 
not  Bat  Uie  point  to  which  the  hzfrnt 
Senator  from  Ohio  adverts,  thatitmigkts^ 
ject  the  dragoman  to  ineooyemeDce,  fkiiij 
think  is  applicable,  even  if  it  were  sot  m 
dered  necessary  by  a  proTision  of  the  bill 'is 
the  duties  of  the  consul  general  are  tknbf 
connected  with  the  l^^tion,  •boviog — 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  What  is  the  disaa 
between  the  residenoes  of  the  two? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Mjoadentaad 
ing  is  that  they  are  living  on  nesrij  the  wk 
street,  so  that  so  far  as  the  place  is  coocosed 
where  the  business  is  transacted,  I  do  i% 
think  it  wonld  be  inconveoieot  Thes  y^ 
have  to  come  to  this  condosioa:  tbedsOf!! 
of  dragoman  are  merely  nominal  noless  \» 
is  to  perform  the  duties  of  secretary,  aad  I 
understand  as  a  matter  of  fact  this  mao,  baej 
an  experienced  man,  has  been  inthe  faabuof 
performing  the  duties  of  secretary.  Kof,  if 
a  secretary  is  prorided  through  the  c-xd 
general,  certainly  the  duties  of  this  otkir 
would  be  nominal  merely,  so  thit  he  ciq  per 
form  the  additional  duty  of  interpreter  trj; 
consul  general. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  must  confess  tkt!s2 
is  a  very  fine  specimen  of  civil  sernce  nisfz. 
Here  is  a  gentleman  who  has  beeo  in  tk  % 
vice  of  the  United  States  atConstaotinopIek 
about  thirty  years,  with  (he  approbaUoi  x 
every  Admmistration  we  have  had.  with  6i 
good  will  and  friendship  of  every  minisff  »i 
have  had  at  Constantinople,  with  the  fod  rj 
and  grateful  feelings  ot  every  AmehcaBTk 
has  visited  Constantinople,  fie  is  a  mu  vb 
has  taken  no  part  in  the  politics  of  thucos 
try.  He  was  taken  by  his  UDcle,  Co(am(4]R 
David  Porter,  of  no  mean  celebrity  in  the  »ff 
of  1812,  to  Constantinople  when  he  vsssi»F 
instructed  in  the  language  of  that  cou&7< 
instructed  in  the  Arabic  laogoage,  sod  is  D«f 
one  of  the  best  linguists  that  i  koov;  ib^I 
speak  of  him  from  personal  knowledge.  W« 
were  school  boys  together,  and  I  faa«  b« 
him  since.  He  is  one  of  the  best  oneaJt 
scholars,  the  very  best  oriental  scholar,  in: 
America  has  produced. 

This  man,  who  in  the  service  of  anyot^ 
country  would  long  ago  have  been  prooowi- 
and  long  ago  have  received  far  more  i»*! 
than  that  which  he  now  receives,  it  »,P^ 
posed  to  degrade,  for  that  is  the  long  aofl  ^< 
short  of  this  business.  It  i«  P^f^^  ^ 
leave  him  a  mere  interpreter,  and  to  pj^* 

this  consul  general  as  secretary  of  i^^«?' 
in  order  that  when  the  American  mimsif  » 
not  there,  and  that  is  usually  more  than  B»a 
the  time,  this  consul  general  may  inierve-e 
and  be  the  charg6  d'affaires  ad  intertBi^  «w 
that  the  dragoman  shall  be  simply  ^  air 
preter,  instead  of  being  as  he  has  heretowre 
been  the  charg6  in  the  absence  of  the  mm- 
That  is  the  meaning  of  this  basiness.  Ita^ 
make  it  impossible  for  Mr.  Brown  to  hoWJ*" 
office  with  any  proper  wlf-respect;  t« 
him  the  mere  interpreter  not  only  of  JW  i^ 
tioo,  but  of  this  consular  court        . 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  protest  a«aittMJJ 
such  thing  as  that     I  protest  »gaio»  ^ 
this  consul  general  the  secretsiyO' W  •' 
if  the  effect  of  that  is  to  be,  ss  i  wPJ^jJ^ 
according  to  the  statement  of  the  S«"»J^ 
Vermont,  to  make  him  the  chBrgk  ^^^^ 
the  minister  is  absent.    That  has  w^^ 
done  heretofore.    On  the  contrtfj.  y^u^ 
the  minister  has  been  absent  ^^^t^ 
Brown,  the  dragoman,  has  been  ***  jj^ 
and  he  is  now  at  this  very  momw*-  ^  .  ^ 
is  a  curious  fact,  as  I  leam,  tbst  altJW  ^ 
has  been  performing  the  duties  of  cd»^ 
some  time  past,  for  want  of  Bn^VV^K^jf. 
or  something  of  that  kind,  he  has  oot^^ 
ceiving  his  pi^  as  he  ou«ht  to  haw 
it.    That  I  learn  also  to  be  the  fac^      ^, 

But  here  is  a  plain  cute  of  ^^^^Qnf 

man,  and  it  would  be  so  nniif^  Ix^gta-     \ 
emmeiittowhichhei8acoiAted,sBai>7« 


abolition  of  an  office,  and  I  have  no  objection 
to  that.  I  have  no  desire  to  interfere  with  any 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to 
ecoBomize,  and  if  the  office  of  secretary  of 
legation  is  not  necessary,  as  I  presume  it  is 
not,  it  might  be  well  enoueh  to  let  the  official 
duties  be  performed  there  by  the  dragoman  or 
by  the  consul  general. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Why,  Mr.  President, 
that  is  not  the  point  the  House  go  upon.  The 
office  is  necessary ;  but  the  gentlemen  of  the 
United  States  who  are  taking  salaries  from  the 
Treasury  there  are  more  numerous  than  all 
their  work  together  makes  necessary  for  the 
public  interest.  Therefore  the  Honse^of  Rep- 
resentatives has  thought,  and  the  Department 
has  thought,  and  wisely,  that  the  consul  gen- 
eral, holding  that  office  and  being  a  judicial 
officer,  as  nnr  friend  says,  may  also  perform 
the  duties  of*^  secretary  of  legation.  In  per- 
forming his  duties  as  secretary  of  legation  it 
is  necessary  that  there  should  be  an  inter- 
preter, because  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  this  being  a  free  country,  are  not  sup- 
posed to  be  required  to  know  the  language  of 
the  country  they  go  to  as  ministers  and  as  con- 
suls and  so  there  must  be  an  interpreter. 

Now,  you  ta^e  the  consul  general  and  put 
him  into  the  secretary's  office  and  say,  *^  Here 
is  plenty  of  room  for  you  to  be  secretary  and 
consul  general  both  ;  you  can  try  these  cases 
that  occasionally  happen  as  consul  general, 
and  you  can  attend  as  secretary  to  the  lega- 
tion/' Now,  the  simple  question  is  whether 
you  are  to  keep  up  two  interpreters  to  this 
secretary,  who  really  does  the  business  so  far 
as  interpreting  goes?  Whether  he  in  his  ca- 
pacity as  secretary  is  to  have  a  legation  inter- 
preter and  in  his  capacity  as  consul  is  to  have 
another  interpreter,  when  the  same  interpreter 
interprets  the  same  language? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  U  the  Department  are 
of  opinion  that  they  can  dispense  with  the 
secretary  and  require  the  duties  of  the  secre- 
tary to  be  performed  by  the  consul  general, 
that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  require  the 
interpreter  of  the  oourt  to  perform  the  duties 
of  interpeter  to  the  legation.  The  duty  of 
dragoman,  the  position  of  dragoman,  the 
official  standing  of  dragoman  is  higher  than 
the  position  of  consul  general. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  it  higher  than  the 
position  of  secretary  of  legation  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  think  it  is. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  My  friend  is  entirely  mis- 
taken. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  highest  evidence  of 
that  is  that  in  the  absence  of  the  minister  the 
dragoman  acts  as  charg6}  and  not  the  consul 
general. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  So  he  did,  because  there 
was  no  secretary  of  legation  before ;  but  now 
we  mske  a  secretary  of  legation  who,  as  the 
Senator  ought  to  know,  in  all  the  countries  of 
Europe,  if  there  is  no  charg6  d'  affaires,  in 
the  absence  of  the  minister  is  directed  to  per- 
form his  functions,  as  he  is  the  next  hignest 
person  in  official  station. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  it  seems  this  is  a 
mode  of  legislating  out  of  office  or  out  of  the 
most  important  part  of  his  duties  the  drag- 
oman or  interpreter.  If  so,  it  is  still  more 
offensive.  Now,  I  know  from  what  I  have 
heard  from  the  State  Department  that  they 
regard  Mr.  Brown,  although  now  probably 
sixty  years  of  age,  who  has  lived  there,  from 
boyhood  almost,  as  a  very  competent  and 
essential  officer.  Without  him  it  is  impossible 
for  a  man  who  goes  over  there,  even  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, to  transact  any  business.  Very  few  Amer- 
icans know  how  to  speak  the  Turkish  lan- 
guage. He  is  the  only  medium  of  commun- 
ication between  our  minister  and  the  Turkish 
Qovernment,  and  it  seems  to  me  his  position 
ought  not  to  be  affected  without  having  it 
understood. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  This  amendment  does 
not  affect  it. 


Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  know  he  has  been  com- 
plaining for  some  time.  He  has  written  to  me 
several  times  stating  the  expenses  of  living 
there,  and  how  dimcult  it  was  to  get  along 
on  $8,000  a  year,  but  I  never  wonld  ask  for 
an  increase  of  the  salary.  He  has  been  there 
and  has  been  able  to  live  along  thus  far,  and 
I  suppose  will  continue  to  live  along  on 
$8,000  a  year.  But  this  wonld  be,  according 
to  the  statement  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
a  degradation  of  his  office.  To  require  the 
dragoman  or  interpreter  of  the  minister  to  go 
and  act  as  interpreter  ibr  the  consular  court, 
it  seems  to  me  would  be  inconsistent  and  in- 
compatible with  his  duties  as  dragoman. 
Unless  there  is  strong  reason  for  it,  better 
reason  than  has  yet  been  given,  I  think  it  ought 
not  to  be  done* 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  only  reason  is  the 
question  whether  the  people's  money  shall  be 
spent  for  nothing,  xou  have  there  at  Con- 
stantinople, with  very  little  to  do,  either  for  a 
minister  or  for  a  consul,  two  distinct  sets  of 
officers.  You  have  a  minister,  and  a  drago- 
man, who  acts  as  secretary,  so  to  speak,  and 
also  as  interpreter,  and  you  have  a  consul  gen- 
eral, and  an  interpreter  to  the  consul  general, 
and  a  vice  consul,  I  believe,  also;  but  no 
matter  whether  the  vice  consul  is  there  or 
not.  There  being  nothing  to  do  almost,  and 
the  money  being  spent  for  this  double  pur- 
pose, die  House  of  Representatives  undertook 
to  provide  that  the  duties  of  secretary  of  lega- 
tion should  be  performed  bjr  the  consul  gen- 
eral. It  may  be  a  degradation  of  his  office : 
he  may  not  be  willing  to  be  a  secretary.  If 
he  is  not,  let  him  come  home,  and  send  some- 
body who  is  willing  to  work  for  his  money. 
There  is  time  enough  to  send  some  man  to  do 
it.  In  the  interest  of  economy,  the  House 
undertook  to  do  that. 

Now,  then,  instead  of  turning  out,  as  my 
friend  supposes,  the  dragoman,  as  he  is  called, 
the  interpreter  of  the  legation,  we  simply  pro- 
pose to  dispense  with  the  interpreter  of  the 
consul  general,  and  provide  that  the  salary  of 
the  interpreter  of  the  legation,  that  is  to  say, 
the  dragoman,  which  is  merely  another  name 
for  him,  shall  also  cover  the  duties  which  he 
may  perform  as  interpreter  for  the  very  same 
man  who  is  the  secretary  of  that  legation,  when 
once  in  two  months  he  is  callea  upon  to  do 
something  as  consul  general.  I  submit  to  any 
American  citizen  whether  a  man  is  going  to 
consider  himself  insulted  if  he  is  an  interpre- 
ter to  the  legation  by  being  called  upon  when 
he  has  nothing  to  do  in  that  point  to  be  also 
interpreter  for  the  very  same  people  in  the 
legation  when  they  are  acting  in  a  different 
capacity,  on  the  equity  side  of  the  court,  so  to 
speak,  as  a  consular  oourt?  That  is  all  there 
is  to  it.  If  this  gentleman  is  not  paid  enough, 
if  these  additional  duties  justify  the  addition 
of  $1,000  to  his  salary,  amen,  because  we 
shall  save  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  then. 

Mr.  NYE.  Why  not  make  the  dragoman 
secretarv  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  For  the  reason  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  has  provided  that 
the  consul  general  shall  be.  the  secretary. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  know  some- 
thing about  this  matter.  This  consul  |;eneral 
happens  to  be  a  friend  of  mine,  and  is  from 
my  otate.  It  is  undoubtedly  true,  as  the  Sen- 
ator observes,  that  the  position  is  nominal, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  with  propriety  he  might 
perform  the  -duties  of  secretary  also.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  salaries  of  the  two,  of  the  drag- 
oman Und  of  the  consul  general,  who  is  now 
to  perform  the  duties  of  secretary,  are  the 
same.  The  consul  general  receives  but  $8,000, 
and  I  suppose  the  reason  is  because  the  duties 
are  somewhat  nominal. 

Mr.  EDMUN  DS.  Is  the  salary  of  the  con- 
sul general  only  $8,000? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  think  it  is 
but  $8,000.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  onerous 
to  impose  upoa  him  this  additional  duty.    I 
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>od7  connected  with  diplomatic  afiidrB  there 
rom  every  coantry.  I  say  that  this  is  pretty 
ivil  service  reform  indeed,  I  say  in  any  conn- 
ry  in  the  world  bnt  the  United  States  that 
nan  wonld  have  been  minister  long  ago  instead 
»f  being  in  the  hnmble  position  of  interpreter. 
th«ren>re  hope  that  this  amendment  will  not 
>e  agreed  to,  and  I  shall  move  to  strike  ont — I 
uppose  it  will  be  in  order — ^the  forty-eighth, 
brty* ninth,  and  fiftieth  lines  of  this  section, 
hat  part  which  provides  that  the  consul  gen- 
eral shall  be  the  secretary  of  legation. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  us  t^  one  question 
it  a  time. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  shall  move  to  strike 
>ut  those  lines.  This  is  an  extraordinary 
economy,  the  saving  of  a  few  hundred  dollars 
here.  This  man  ought  to  have  more  salary 
han  he  gets.  He  ought  to  have  a  good  salary. 
The  greater  part  of  the  time  that  he  served 
STSt  as  an  interpreter  was  at  a  most  moderate 
(alary  indeed,  1  think  only  $1,200  or  $1,400, 
sertainly  not  to  exceed  $1,600|  for  a  long 
ime.  His  salary  has  never  been  more  than 
enough  to  provide  a  bare  support  for  himself 
uad  his  family.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  this 
s  an  extremely  harsh  measure  toward  a  man 
xrho  is  not  only  meritorious,  but  is  a  credit  to 
lis  country — as  I  said,  one  of  the  best  oriental 
icholars,  indeed  the  best  oriental  scholar, 
hat  this  country  has  ever  produced ;  a  very 
excellent  French  scholar  besides,  and  one  who 
a  thoroughly  conversant  with  the  duties  of  his 
>ffice,  and  with  the  people  and  the  court  to 
nrhich  our  minister  is  accredited. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  is  rather  a  funny 
iiing  that  the  moment  the  Committee  on  Ap- 
propriations attempt  to  consolidate  duties,  not 
^o  reduce  salaries — ^it  does  not  undertake  to 
-educe  this  gentleman's  salary — ^bnt  undertake 
o  consolidate  duties  where  there  are  sinecure 
>ffices  in  those  dominions,  and  thus  to  save  a 
ittle  of  the  sweat  of  the  groaning  tax- payers, 
nrhom  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  talks 
(O  much  about,  and  that  happens  to  touch  a 
ritizen  of  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
;«e  on  Finance,  the  great  protector  of  the 
Treasury,  and  the  head  of  the  Democratic 
party,  the  great  civil  service  reform  man,  and 
Ul  other  reform  men,  (and  I  do  not  speak  it 
n  any  injurious  sense,)  should  unite  their 
forces  against  having  this  gentleman,  this  citi- 
sen  of  Ohio,  interpret  two  hours  a  day  the 
Turkish  tongue  into  the  American,  instead  of 
4n  hoar  and  a  half.  They  say  it  will  dimin- 
ish bis  dignity ;  it  will  be  insulting  to  him  to 
isk  him  to  descend  from  the  hij^h  throne 
prhere  he  interprets  as  intepreter  of  the  lega- 
tion and  undertake  to  interpret  for  the  consul 
&  little  while;  it  will  be  something  beneath  the 
business  of  an  American  citizen,  just  as  it 
irould  be  utterly  ruinous  to  the  dignity  of  a 
Senator  going  out  of  the  Chamber  to  under- 
ake  to  harness  his  own  horse,  or  to  under- 
;ake  to  buy  his  own  beef  in  market,  or  to 
repair  one  of  his  own  doors,  or  to  earn  his 
)wn  bread  if  he  were  a  lawyer  by  going  into 
.he  Supreme  Court  and  arguing  as  honestly  as 
le  could  for  a  certain  side  of  a  cause. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  this  beats  the  Cincin- 
lati  convention  all  to  pieces.  I  thought,  from 
hat  convention^  Ohio  would  be  famous  for- 
3vermore  as  being  the  theater,  as  Virginia  is 
laid  to  have  been,  of  great  events;  but  I 
nust  say  the  Cincinnati  convention  is  eone 
vhen  we  have  the  spectacle  of  the  two  chief 
nen  of  the  two  great  parties  in  this  country, 
excepting  this  new  party,  which  I  suppose  is 
he  greatest — leaving  that  out,  with  respect-* 
initing  to  defend  the  dignity  of  a  citizen  of 
Dhio,  who  is  asked  to  interpret  the  Turkish 
ongue  in  his  present  capacity,  not  changing 
lis  office  at  all,  when  a  question  arises  be* 
ween  an  American  merchant  and  an  Ameri- 
:an  seaman  for  half  an  hour  before  the  very 
ame  man  he  has  been  interpreting  to  for  the 
lour  before.  That  is  an  insult  to  him,  and 
dvil  service  reform  is  to  be  put  into  the  shade 
ather    than  put   that  indignity  upon  himl 


MThy,  sir,  with  all  respect,  it  looks  to  me  as  if 
it  were  almost  ridionlous.  If  it  had  come 
from  anybody  ea^t  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 
tains it  would  have  been  ridiculous,  plainly. 

What  do  we  propose  to  do  ?  Not  to  dimin- 
ish this  man's  aalary — praise  it  if  he  does  not 
have  enough — but  as  he  has  almost  nothing  to 
do  and  as  the  consul  general  has  almost  noth- 
ing to  do,  the  question  is  whether  we  are  to 
have  two  men  who  are  to  be  paid  for  interpret- 
ing the  Turkish  tongue,  or  one*    That  is  alL 

Now  I  do  hope,  Mr.  Pk-esident,  if  all  the 
tears  we  have  shed  over  the  labors  of  the  tax- 
payers, and  the  people's  money  that  we  wring 
out  of  them,  have  really  any  salt  in  them,  we 
shall  not  hear  any  more  about  undertaking, 
wherever  we  can  find  an  opportunity,  to  have 
people  perform  a  little  more  duty  and  dispense 
with  useless  offices;  and  that  is  what  this 
amendment  dispenses  with — the  office  of  in- 
terpreter to  the  consul  general  and  saying  that 
the  interpreter  to  the  legation,  the  consulgen- 
eral  being  its  secretary,  shall  interpret  for 
him  also  when  once  in  a  few  months  he  has 
occasion  to  act  as  consul  general.  I  hope,  I 
sa^,  that  we  shall  not  be  unwilling  to  do  that 
thing ;  and  that  is  all  there  is  of  it. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  submit 
to  the  Senate  whether  there  was  any  founda- 
tion for  the  speech  we  have  just  made. 

Mr.  CONKLING,  (in  his  seat.)  Why,  cer- 
tainly. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Well,  I  say  certainly 
not,  unless  it  was  a  mere  rhetorical  exercise, 
which  sometimes  is  a  very  good  thing  indeed. 
I  am  sure  I  said  nothing  about  degrading  Mr. 
Brown  by  making  him  interpret  for  the  consul 
flpener^l 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Your  ooUeague  did. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  I  leave  my  colleague  to 
defend  himself.  He  is  quite  competent  to  do 
it.  What  I  say  is  that  when  you  put  this  con- 
sul general  above  him,  as  yon  aeelare  your 
purpose  to  be,  make  himsecretary  of  legation, 
so  that  in  the  absence  of  the  minister  he  may 
be  the  charg6,  then  you  do  degrade  Mr.  Brown. 
That  is  the  degradation  I  speak  of.  '  That  is 
the  degradation  that  the  Senate  ought  not  to 
inflict  upon  so  meritorious  and  worthy  a  man. 

Now,  with  respect  to  this  matter  of  his  hav- 
ing nothing  or  very  little  to  do,  if  the  Senator 
is  so  extremely  anxious  to  economize,  let  him 
abolish  half  the  missions  we  have.  There  are 
plenty  of  them  where  the  ministers  have  noth- 
ing absolutely  to  do. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  How  does  th^t  affect  this 
question  of  what  this  man  has  to  do? 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  The  Senator  wanto  to 
be  extremely  economical,  to  save  $1,000  or 
$1,600,  or  something  of  that  kind,  in  Turkey ; 
and  I  suppose  that  will  be  sufficient  evidence 
of  economy  and  reform,  and  then  you  can  go 
on  and  make  as  enormous  appropriations  as 
yon  please  for  something  else.  It  he  wants  to 
be  economical,  as  we  are  on  this  consular  and 
diplomatio  bill,  let  him  propose  to  abolish  about 
half  a  dozen  of  the  useless  missions  down  in 
South  America  and  in  Central  America,  where 
they  are  of  no  use  in  the  worid  and  have 
absolutely  nothing  to  do. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  shall  be  happy  to  con- 
sider that  question  with  my  friend  when  we 
reach  it* 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  should  be  glad  to  see 
them  abolished,  for  1  think  most  of  them  are 
of  no  euihly  use  whatever.  I  do  not  think, 
at  a  time  when  we  are  stretchingout  our  hands, 
as  some  Senators  are  disposed  to  do  theirs,  to 
welcome  the  people  of  all  countries  in  the 
world,  especiaUy  if  they  are  not  white,  it  is 
veiT  well  for  us  to  talk  about  having  nothing 
to  do  at  Constantinople.  All  I  have  to  say  is 
that  this  Government  has  seen  fit  for  more 
than  thirty  vears  to  maintain  diplomatic  rela- 
tions with  the  Ottoman  Porte.  Ijiey  have  seen 
fit  to  educate  this  man  in  that  knowledge  which 
has  made  him  so  excellent  an  officer,  and  I  do 
think  it  is  a  very  bad  exhibition  of  civil  service 
reform  to  put  somebody  above  him  now,  as 


does  this  provision  in  regard  to  the  consul 
general  being  the  secretary  of  legation,  thereby 
preventing  the  dragoman  from  being  the  chaig6 
m  the  absence  of  the  minister.  • 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  wish  to  say  a  word  in 
reply  to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Vermont. 
I  am  always' glad  to  hear  him,  especially  when 
he  is  humorous,  as  he  is  tonight ;  but  I  ask 
him,  if  he  desires  to  economize,  why  it  is  that 
the  consul  general  at  Constantinople  is  sud- 
denly thrust  into  the  diplomatic  service? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  you  want  an  answer 
now? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  When  I  get  through.  If 
he  wants  to  economize,  why  does  he  not  make 
the  law  correspond  with  the  practice  now? 
Now,  the  interpreter  has  a  salarv  and  is  act- 
ing as  chaig6  d'affaires  also,  and  does  most 
of  the  time.  All  the  communications  this 
Qovemment  has  with  Turkey  are  through  the 
interpreter.  Every  document  has  to  be  trans- 
lated. The  ministers,  as  we  know,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  are  most  of  the  time  absent.  They 
are  wandering  in  Syria,  in  the  Holy  Land,  in 
Egypt,  traveling  wherever  they  choose. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  authority  has  the 
honorable  Senator  to  say  that? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    I  know  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  beg  him  to  state  if  he 
can,  if  he  is  speaking  by  the  book,  as  the  say- 
ing is,  how  much  of  the  time  in  the  last  two 
vears  the  American  minister  at  Constantinople 
nas  been  absent? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  know  very  well  that 
Mr.  Brown  is  acting  as  cbarg6  d'affaires 
there  Uie  majority  of  the  time,  and  is  at  this 
moment,  and  has  done  so  for  five  months  past. 
Mr.  McVeigh,  the  recent  minister,  traveled 
around  a  great  dealj  and  was  there  but  very 
little,  and  a  new  minister  is  now  on  his  way. 

The  Senator  is  not  seeking  to  economize, 
or  he  would  economize  where  economv  would 
amount  to  something.  Why,  sir,  all  the  com- 
munications with  the  Turkish  Qovemment  have 
been  through  this  interpreter.  Would  yon 
have  him  go  out  of  his  office  as  dragoman  and 
interpreter  to  black  boots,  hitch  up  a  buggy, 
and  QO  all  that  sort  of  thing?  Why,  sir,  the 
drsf  Oman  in  this  service  is  now  the  secretary 
of  Ration,  and  he  performs  the  duties  of  sec- 
retary of  legation ;  in  the  absence  of  the  min- 
ister is  eharg6  d'affaires ;  and  yet  now  in  that 
court,  where  they  regard  rank  and  form  and 
ceremony  a  great  deal  more  than  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  and  I  do,  you  thrust  in  another 
consular  officer  to  take  his  place  and  his  only 
chance  for  promotion  ana  for  a  temporary 
increase  of  salary.  Is  that  nothing  ?  Is  not 
that  an  injustice  to  an  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment who  has  been  there  for  thirty  years  with- 
out any  fault  being  found  with  him?  The 
consul  general  is  thrust  in  here  so  that  he  who 
now  holds  a  mere  negative  office  with  no  duty 
will  have  the  benefit  of  this  temporary  em- 
plovment  in  the  absence  of  the  minister.  Why 
is  tnis? 

I  hope,  therefore,  the  Senate  will  leave  the 
law  stand  as  it  is  now,  leave  the  interpreter 
stand  as  the  secretary,  leave  your  minister  if 
you  choose ;  and  if  tne  consul  general  is  not 
needed,  cut  him  off,  take  away  his  duties. 
But  so  far  as  the  economy  of  the  question  is 
concerned,  I  think  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
and  I  can  compromise.  If  he  wishes  to  save 
the  salary  of  tne  secretary  who  has  not  been 
appointed  there  for  some  time,  let  us  declare 
in  so  many  words  ^' that  on  and  after  the 
passai^e  of  this  act  the  duties  of  secretary  of 
legation  shall  be  performed  by  the  said  inter- 
preter," and  then  the  Senator  will  save  the 
salary  of  $1,500,  which  is  precisely  the  extent 
of  the  economy  now  proposed  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
wheUier  he  thinks  the  consul  general  can  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  that  office  and  also  the 
duties  of  secretary  of  legation  while  acting 
as  minister?  For  instance,  there  are  many 
appeals  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  consal 
in  the  consular  court  to  the  minister. 
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Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  would  still  farther 
strengthen  my  argument  If  an  appeal  is 
allowable — and  I  am  not  snfficiently  familiar 
with  consalar  law  to  ear  whether  H  ie  or  not — 
from  the  coosal  general  to  the  minister,  then 
it  is  clearly  improper  to  make  the  eonsal  gen^- 
eral  the  minister  or  the  probable  mioisteri  be- 
caase  in  the  absence  of  the  minister  the  con- 
sul general  would  perform  his  duties  and  stand 
in  his  place  as  charg6  d'affaires.  If  the 
Senate  rfrom  Nevada  is  correct  in  his  position, 
and  there  is  an  appeal  from  the  consular  court 
to  the  minister,  as  a  matter  of  course  the  consul 
general  ought  not  to  hold  the  office  both  of 
consul  general  and  minister. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  is  the  date  of  a 
law  of  that  kind? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  it 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  you  belieye  there  is 
any  such  law  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  notknow.  I  simply 
have  the  word  of  the  Senator  from  Nevaaa. 
He  says  there  is  such  a  law. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  law 
is  so,  bat  I  know  the  fact  is  so,  that  there  is 
an  appeal  taken  from  the  consul.  It  is  so,  cer- 
tainly, in  Japan. 

Mr.  STE  WART.  In  Japan  and  China  there 
is  an  appeal.  Whether  that  is  the  law  in 
Turkey,  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  not  the  Senators 
know  that  under  our  oriental  provisions  on  the 
west  dide  of  the  Pacific,  or  the  east  side, 
(whichever  side  it  mav  be  ;  that  is  the  doubt- 
ful question,)  a  consular  court  is  created  by 
law  which  differs  from  the  ordinary  duties  of 
the  consular  general  altogether,  ana  an  appeal 
is  ^iven  to  the  minister?  Therefore,  to  cite  an 
Asiatic  precedent  for  a  European  case,  is  a 
little  outside  of  the  line,  I  suggest 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  intend  to  enter 
into  that  discussion :  I  wish  to  say  a  word 
on  the  question  oi  dignity  for  a  moment. 
My  honorable  friend  wants  to  know  if  I  would 
feel  at  all  humiliated  if  I  was  required  to  go 
out  and  hitch  up  a  buggy,  or  go  to  market, 
or  even  to  practice  law  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  ?  I  think  that  on  the  whole 
I  would  rather  not  hitch  up  a  buggy  when  I 
can  get  somebody  else  to  do  it ;  and  I  do  not 
generally  like  to  go  to  market,  though  I  have 
d6ne  it.  I  wouldf  be  very  willing  to  practice 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  so  would  he ;  that  is  quite  a  different 
employment.  But  I  would  not  require  the 
minister  at  Turkey  to  translate  the  testimony 
of  a  drunken  witness  on  the  trial  of  a  sailor 
before  a  consular  court ;  and  that  is  precisely 
what  this  law  would  require  the  present  chargi 
d'affaires  at  that  Government  to  do.  What 
is  the  duty  of  a  consular  court?  To  try  a 
drunken  sailor  who  probably  has  violated  some 
law  in  Constantinople,  and  this  interpreter  is 
to  translate  the  testimony  that  might  be  offered 
by  witnesses  in  that  country.  It  is  absurd. 
The  duties  are  entirely  inconsistent  If  you 
want  to  destroy  entirely  the  influence  of  the 
dragoman  or  interpreter  by  requiring  him  to 
pertorm  these  duties,  you  can  do  it  by  degrad< 
mg  him  or  calling  him  from  there.  The  only 
communication  our  Government  has  with  the 
Turkish  Government  is  through  this  very  in- 
terpreter, or  dragoman.  I  hope  the  Senate 
will  leave  the  law  stand  as  it  is. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  ask  the  Senator  iVom  Ohio 
if  I  understood  him  correctly  as  saying  that 
he  would  not  condescend  to  practice  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and  even 
go  one  step  further  and  preside  on  the  bench 
there? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  aspirations 
that  way.  There  are  other  Senators  here  no 
doubt  to  whom  that  question  could  be  more 
pertinently  nut     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  wish  to  occupy 
time,  but  I  beg  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  un 
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derstand  on  the  subject  of  dignity,  as  he  has 
alluded  to  boot-blaidcs,  that  I  thic 


think  a  boot* 


black  is  just  as  much  entitled  to  respect  as  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  or  myself,  pro- 
vided he,  as  we  do,  do^s  his  boot^  blacking 
honestly  and  faithfully.  I  think  it  is  just  as 
respectable  employment.  I  may  be  very  un- 
fashionable in  that  notion ;  hot  I  think  that 
any  man  in  this  coantry  who  believes  in  human 
rights— if  the  Senator  will  pardon  me  for  using 
such  an  expression — in  the  dignity  of  man- 
hood, must  admit  that  any  oitiaen  who,  accord- 
ing to  his  capacity,  jserforms  any  lawful  call- 
ing to  the  best  of  his  ability  and  for  honest 
purposes,  is  just  as  noble  a  man  as  a  Senator 
xs,  and  that  it  is  no  indignity  at  all  for  him  to 
do  anything  that  is  honest  and  lawful  for  a 
good  purpose,  be  he  boot-black  or  be  he  judge. 
If  the  Senator  does  not  like  that  sort  of  notion, 
he  can  disagree  to  it ;  that  is  one  of  the  rights 
the  Constitution  gives  him. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  On  the  whole,  you  would 
rather  perform  your  duty  as  Senator  than  you 
would  as  boot-black? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  not  altogether 
BO  clear.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes,  I  think  it  is  clear. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  a  question  which 
is  open  to  considerable  debate.  Judging  from 
the  last  few  days'  experience,  I  rather  go  for 
the  boot^black.  [Ijaughter4j  But  now  to 
return  to  this  question — I  will  not  occupy  the 
time  of  the  Senate  about  it — the  point  really 
is  whether  gentlemen  are  willing  to  have  their 
friends  (because  we  all  have  them  in  all  our 
States)  do  a  little  more  work  in  order  to  dis* 
pense  with  useless  officers.  Here  are  now  in 
Turkey  two  interpreters,  the  interpreter  to  the 
legation  and  the  interpreter  to  the  consulate 
general.  The  House  of  Representatives  has 
provided  that  the  consul  general  shall  perform 
the  duties  of  secretary  of  legation.  If,  when 
we  come  to  that,  my  friend  wishes  to  reverse 
that  so  that  the  interpreter  of  the  legation, 
the  dragoman,  as  he  calls  him,  shall  perform 
the  duties  of  the  consul  general,  if  bo  is  capa- 
ble of  doing  it,  and  I  presume  he  is,  that  will 
be  a  question  which  I  am  not  altogether  sure 
that  I  shoold  disagree  with  my  friend  about ; 
but  that  is  not  the  question  we  have  now. 
The  simple  c^uestion  now  is  whether  yon  shall 
have  two  distinct  interpreters  interpreting  the 
same  lanj^uage  in  the  same  plaoe  when  one 
nian  can  interpret  for  both  these  functionaries 
and  stiH  have  plenty  of  leisure.  That  is  the 
whole  question,  and  that  is  the  question  which 
the  Senate  is  obliged  to  decide  on  this  specific 
amendment.  Having  agreed  to  that  or  dis- 
agreed to  it,  then  the  question  will  be  whether 
the  consul  shall  be  secretary  of  legation,  or 
whether  the  interpreter  who  acts  as  secretary, 
as  my  friend  says  he  does — I  do  not  know 
whether  he  does  or  not — shall  also  act  as  con- 
sul general,  because  there  is  no  necessity  for 
that  number  of  officers.  If  that  is  any  better, 
I  do  not  object  to  it.  He  may  reverse  what 
the  House  has  done  if  he  wants  to  do  so  in  that 
respect 

Mr.  NYE.  I  happen  to  know  Mr.  Brown 
very  well,  and  I  know  a  little  of  the  duties 
connected  with  his  office  at  Constantinople. 
He  is  pretty  much  the  only  representative  of 
this  conntiT  we  have  there. 

In  regard  to  another  thing,  economizing  in 
these  lections.  I  wish  to  s^  a  word.  A  few 
years  ago  I  hau  the  ht^hor  of  seeing  our  lega- 
tions at  most  of  the  European  courts,  and  I 
conflfiSs  I  came  home  quite  ashamed  at  seeing 
a  great  country  like  this  putting  every  legation 
in  about  the  position  that  the  old  master  used 
to  put  his  servant,  about  two  paces  in  the  rear 
of  all  others,  with  less  salaries,  less  help,  less 
attaches,  less  opportunities  to  make  character 
for  the  country  they  represent  than  any  other 
nation-  of  the  eanh.  I  do  not  believe  that 
economizing  a  few  hundred  dollars  at  Con- 
stantinople will  be  of  any  very  great  useful* 
ness.  z  on  go  there  and  you  see  the  British 
Government  furnishing  fbr  its  minister  a  tnag- 
nifitcent  ps^ce   and  grontids;   so  with   the 


Russian  Government,  and  so  with  all  ^ 
European  courts.  They  have  dvellinn&s 
their  ministers,  while  our  minister  when  I  m 
there  had  to  live  four  or  five  miles  oat  of  C» 
stantinople  in  cheap  quarters  in  order  to  fin 
within  his  salary. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  He  lives  at  Peri,  does 
he  not? 

Mr.  NYE.  No;  four  and  a  half  miles  don 
the  Bosphorus.  And  in  all  its  parts  oar  it^ 
resentation  there  is  inferior  to  tost  of  &llotber 
Governments,  and  so  it  Ss  throoghout  Eiitopc 
I  felt  chagrined  at  it  When  oar  repraeEt 
atives  go  to  the  places  where  the  tioseiel 
gentlemen  go  who  represent  other  GoTcn- 
ments,  they  take  ft  position  aboat  two  paeer 
in  the  rear.  I  woald  like  to  see  oar  npre 
sentstion  there,  as  well  as  everywhere,  hifbg 
just  as  good  an  opportunity  to  iopres  opoa 
distant  nations  an  idea  of  the  dignitjf  hoeor, 
and  grandeur  of  the  Government  that  \hfj 
represent,  and  I  do  not  approve  at  all  of  tbi? 
little  economy  at  these  legations.  I  do  bqi 
believe  i***  is  good  policy  in  a  nalionil  pobt 
of  view.  I  do  not  oelieve  it  is  wise  for  m 
interest  to  do  it.  I  hope,  therefore,  wesyi 
not  degrade  this  dragoman,  whom  all  of  oc 
country  know  to  b«  one  of  the  most  dinii! 
guisbed  men  in  Earope,  who  talks  ercrj  iu 
gnage  that  is  spoken  on  the  contioent,  aad  it 
really  to  us  what  we  need  there,  a  maaeotinif 
familiar  with  the  Turkish  language,  Tukisi 
habits,  Turkish  customs,  and  isamostMniee 
able  and  has  been  a  most  fidthfal  repROit- 
ative 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  think  I  eao  icws 
oile  the  diverse  views  of  Senators  on  this  nb 
ject  by  a  small  amendment  which  1  will  pn^ 
pose.  In  the  fortv-ninth  line  I  propose  t; 
strike  out  "  consul  general,"  and  ioecrt  thf 
word  "  interpreter. »'  The  section  will  tir 
read: 

For  salary  of  the  Intenxreter  of  the  United  Sute 
legation  and  oonsniate  general  in,  Terke;,  ^n> 
and  on  and  after  the  paaaaae  of  this  act  Um  raw 
of  secretary  of  legation  shall  be  performed  bT  ^s' 
interpreter  at  Gonetaatinople. 

That  will  let  the  salary  stand,  and  ^it^ 
duties  to  Mr.  Brown,  who  is  certainly,  fm 
his  knowledge  of  the  language,  and  his  los; 
residence  there,  much  better  calculated  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  secretary  of  le?»ti« 
and  charge,  in  the  absence  of  the  mmjswr. 
than  any  consul  general  whose  place  is  i»k 
time  to  time  being  changed.  We  shall  m 
get  what  the  committee  intended,  »  **7 
combining  the  two  offices,  save  Mr.  BrovB « 
feelings,  and  serve  the  Government. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  would  saggesladifi 
culty  in  the  way  of  adopting  that  smeud 
ment  It  so  happens  just  now  that  ve  mw 
a  very  accomplished  man  there,  Mr.  Bro« 
as  dragoman  or  interpreter ;  bat  in  a  maw 
of  cases  corresponding  to  this,  as  w  ,J»P*r 
and  China,  we  have  to  secure  the  sernces  c. 
a  native  of  the  country,  and  very  li«iy  ^ 
the  death  of  Mr.  Brown  we  shall  be  obiijrt 
to  secure  the  services  of  some  Tnrlt.  • 
would  be  a  little  unsafe,  I  think,  to  pa^ » 
Turkish  dragoman  into  the  position  of  (AV^ 
d'aflPklres,  performing  the  duties  of  por  isl. 
ister  in  his  absence.  I  would  say,  {aTihitmort 
if  the  dragoman  does  perform  the  doues  « 
charge  it  18  because  he  is  either  viw  ^^f 
or  is  brought  in  by  the  minister  to  perform  ue 

duties  in  his  absence.  .  .    u 

Mr.  THDRMAN.  I  can  explain  thaw  n 
he  will  look  at  the  law  the  Senator  wUl  w 
how  that  matter  is.  The  amendment  propo^ 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  ▼oa/f  '''^^' 
make  them  precisely  as  they  are.  l^H!?i^ 
ator  will  look  at  the  Blue  Book  he  will  m 
«*  secretary  of  legation  and  dragomaDj  ^^J^ 
P.  Brown,"  and  he  has  been  8^**^  °;,^ 
legation  as  well  as  dragoman  fof  "^"^^13 
at  $3,000  a  year.  His  salary  as  drago^ 
was  originally  only  $1,600  a  year  fotjm 
time.  He  was  then  made  secretary  oi»^ 
tion  as  well  as  dragoman,  and  l^'S  »^«v  ^ 
made  $«,000.    The  Senator  from  Kcnwciy 
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eutirely  righti  and  I  hope  his  amendment  will 
preTail. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  do  not  object  to  that. 

Mr.  COLE,  I  believe  all  haodBi  then,  agree 
to  the  matter  as  it  now  stands.  I  hope  we  may 
get  on  with  this  bill. 

Mr.  THUKMAN.  Let  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky  be  made. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  {Mr.  Scott 
in  the  chair.)  The  Senator  from  Eentncky 
suggests  an  amendment  in  the  forty-ninth  line, 
to  strike  oat  the  words  '*  consul  general''  and 
insert  the  word  *' interpreter."  Is  ^ere  any 
objection  to  that  amendment?   ["  Nonel''] 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Not  if  the  other  is 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection.  The  qnettion  now  recurs 
on  the  amendment  of  the  committee  in  the 
forty-seventh  line,  upon  which  a  division  was 
demanded. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  withdraw  the  call  for  a 
division  now. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qaes- 
tion  recurs  on  the  amendment  in  the  forty- 
seventh  line. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk  resnmed  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  in  line  one  hundred  and 
fonrteen,  to  insert  the  words  "  Canada  East" 
aaer  "  Windsor." 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  merely  describes  the 
place. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three,  after  the  word  **  Ven- 
ice" to  insert  the  words  "Windsor,  (Nova 
Scotia,)  "  in  the  list  of  consulates. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four,  to  add,  after  the  word 
'  *  Zanzibar,"  the  following : 

And  there  sh&ll  be  appointed  aooninl  at  Wiadtor. 
Note  Scotia,  at  an  aonuol  salary  of  $1,000. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  that  omght  to  be 
''may"  instead  of  "shall,"  becaaae  in  all 
these  cases  where  we  hape  made  tliese  sched- 
ales  we  have  not  reqoired  tj^  appoiffitment  of 
consuls,  but  only  provided  that  tk%  executive 
department  may  appoint,  we  fixing  the  salary. 
It  ongbt  to  be  '*  mw  be  appointed." 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment will  be  modified  as  suggested .  by  the 
Senator  firom  Vermont,  unless  objection  be 
made. 

The  amendment,  «e  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hnn- 
daed  and  thirty- three,  to  insert  ''and,"  after 
the  word  "Japan;"  and  in  line  one  hundred 
and  thirtv*fonr,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  and 
Turkey/^  after  the  word  "  Siam ;"  so  that  the 
ciaoee  will  read : 

For  interpreter  to  the  eonsvlates  in  China.  Japan, 
oad  &ltim,  inolodinif  Ion  by  exohange,  $7,500. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  conforms  to  what 
has  already  been  done. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  one  hun- 
dred and  fort^- three  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion "for  stationery,  book  cases,  arms  of  tbe 
United  States,  seals,  pressesT,  and  flags^  and 
payment  of  rent,  freight,  postage,  and  miscel- 
laneous expenses,  including  loss  by  exchange 
thereon,"  from  $66,000  to  |(K),000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  from 
line  one  hundred  and  eighty-six  to  line  one 
hundred  andeigbty^nine,  inclusive,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

The  oom  pensation  of  the  ohief  cleric  of  the  Depatt- 
meat  of  Bute  iliall  be  at  Che  rate  of  9iM  p«r 
annum,  boginniaff  with  the  1st  daj  of  July,  1871. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
not  agree  to  the  ameodmeaU  I  think  we  can 
reach  the  object  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 


tions desire  by  striking  ont  ^'1871"  and  in- 
serting '*  1872,"  so  as  to  let  the  salary  begin 
at  the  beginning  of  the  next  fiscal  year  and 
not  a  year  back.  I  think  that  was  the  chief 
objection  to  this  clause.  Mr.  Chew  is  well 
known.  He  has  been  in  the  Department  quite 
thirty  years,  perhaps,  has  accustomed  himself 
to  it ;  he  has  a  large  iamily ;  and  I  think  any 
one  will  admit  that  $2,600  is  a  very  limited 
salary  for  a  gentleman  of  his  experience  and 
accomplishments.  If  we  strike  ont  '*  1871 " 
and  insert  **1872,"  which  I  now  propose  to 
do,  I  hope  the  Senate  will  concur  in  retaining 
the  clause. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Ques- 
tion is.on  the  ameodment  of  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky  to  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion recurs  on  tbe  amendment  proposing  to 
strike  ont  the  elanso  as  amended. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  hope  it  wUl  not  be 
stricken  ont. 

The  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  go  back  to  the 
seventh  page  in  line  one  hundred  and  forty-eight 
where  it  declares  that  public  documents  shall 
only  be  sent  on  a  designation  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  '*by  a  writing  to  be  recorded,"  which 
is  an  altogether  infelicitous  and  unusual  phrase. 
I  propose  to  strike  out  the  words  '*  a  writing" 
and  insert  *'an  order,"  so  that  we  shall  know 
what  it  means.  I  do  not  think  the  words  *'  by 
a  writing"  ever  occurred  in  a  statute  before 
in  such  a  connection. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  move  to  amend  on  page 

3,  by  striking  out  lines  fifty -one  and  fifty- two, 

in  these  words : 

For  lAlaiT  of  the  interpreter  to  the  legation  to 
Japan,  $2,500. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

For  salary  of  the  interpreter,  and  aeeretary  of 
legation  at  Japan.  12,600  each,  |5,000. 

I  have  consulted  all  the  members  of  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  .X  believe 
none  of  them  olgect  to  this  ameailment  I 
will  state  that  this  is  an  important  mission.  I 
understand  from  the  minister,  Mr.  De  Long, 
that  in  the  recommendation  on  .the  part  of  the 
Department  for  a  considerable  reorganization 
there  this  was  included ;  but  it  is  necessary  in 
order  that  it  be  carried  out  that  there  should 
be  an  appropriation.  There  was  a  recommend- 
ation embodying  other  things  that  went  before 
the  House,  and  Mr.  De  Long  represents  that 
it  is  very  necessary.  He  says  it  is  impossible 
to  get  an  interpreter  and  secretary  of  legation 
that  can  perform  both  functions.  There  is  no 
person  &i  to  be  secretary  of  legation  who  can 
act  as  interpreter,  as  I  understand.  The  busi- 
ness with  Japan  has  accumulated  very  much. 
I  would  state  here  that  our  missions  to  China 
and  Japan  are  the  most  important,  perhaps, 
of  any  we  have  now  in  our  foreign  relations. 
Commerce  is  Rowing  up  between  nsand  those 
Rations,  and  it  is  important  that  it  should  be 
attended  to.  I  think  this  amendment  would 
facilitate  the  public  business. 

Mr.  MORKILL,  of  Maine.  The  amend- 
ment is  incomplete  and  it  will  not  accomplish 
the  ob^t  if  the  Senator  wishes  to  eatablish  a 
new  oflSce.  This  does  not  authorize  a  secre- 
tary of  legation  to  be  appointed. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Let  that  be  added.  <<  and 
the  office  of  secretary  of  legation  is  neraby 
established." 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  .and  the  amendments  made  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  were  coocnnred  in. 

The  amendments  were  ord«»d  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  the  bill  to  be  read  the  third  tawe. 
The  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  move  that  the  Senate 
do  now  adioorn. 
I     The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  pend- 


ing order  at  the  time  this  bill  was  taken  up, 
and  which  was  informally  passed  over,  the 
resolution  relating  to  the  election  of  a  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina,  is  again  before  tbe 
Senate. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  (at  five 
o'clock  and  sixteen  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Sen- 
ate adijourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
THtTRSDAT,  AprU  11,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'  clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butlsb,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

PBOX,  YAM  HOOK  AND  OOXPAMY. 

Mr.  ARTHUR,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  concurrent  resolution  to  correct  an 
error  in  engrossment. 

The  concurrent  resolution,  which  was  read, 
provides  that  House  bill  No.  2081,  for  the 
relief  of  Peck,  Van  Horn  &  Co.,  of  Harrison 
county,  Kentucky,  be  corrected  and  enrolled 
for  Peck,  Van  Hook  &  Co.,  that  being  the 
proper  name  and  style  of  the  firm  for  which 
the  relief  is  intended. 

The  concurrent  resolution  was  passed. 

ORDBE  OF  Bf78UrB88. 

Mr.  COBURN.  The  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  will  probably  be  called  within  a  week. 
1  therefore  Ask  that  the  several  bills  on  the 
Speaker's  table,  that  properly  belong  to  that 
committee,  be  now  taken  up  and  referred. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York,  and  Mr.  GAR- 
FIEILD,  of  Ohio,  called  for  the  regular  order 
of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called  for,  the  morning  hour  will  now  begin 
at  nineteen  minutes  past  twelve  o'clock,  and 
reports  from  committees  are  in  order. 

INjDIANA  AQBIOULTURAL  GOLLKQB. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio,  from  the  CoqMnit- 
tee  on  Agricidture,  reported  back,  with  a  rec- 
ommendation that  the  same  do  pass,  a  bill 
(H.  B.  No.  1898)  to  extend  the  time  for  pro- 
vidin|[  a  college  under  an  act  entitled  *'An  act 
donating  public  lands  to  the  several  States  and 
Territories  which  may  provide  colleges  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts," 
approved  July  2, 1662,  in  the  State  of  Indiana, 
to  March  1,  1873. 

The  question  was  npon  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time.  • 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
time  for  providing  a  collide  for  the  benefit 
of  agriculture  And  the  mechanic  arts  in  the 
State  of  Indiana  shall  be  extended  to  the  1st 
of  March,  1878 ;  and  that  the  payment  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  any  lands  or  land 
scrip  shall  not  be  required  by  the  United  States 
unless  a  failure  by  the  State  to  provide  the 
college  shall  have  occurred  after  said  date. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  enj^rossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  reconsider 
the  vote  bv  which  the  bill  was  passed;  and 
also  movea  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  screed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, reported  adversely  upon  a  bill  (fl.  R. 
No.  1148)  to  incorporate  the  Southwestern  Land 
and  Immigration  Company ;  and  moved  tjiat 
the  commiuee  be  discnarged  from  its  further 
consideration,  and  that  the  same  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Vx.  WII^ON,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  xecoo- 
sid«r  the  vote  jnat  taken ;  #ind  also  ^loved  that 
the  motion  to  reoonsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Xhtt  latter  notion  wswagiead.to. 
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TRANSPORTATION  OV  ANIMALS. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee) reported  back,  with  amendments)  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  694)  to  preyent  cruelty  to  animals 
while  in  transit  by  railroad  or  other  means  of 
transportation  within  the  United  States. 

The  bill  was  read. 

The  first  section  provides  that  no  railroad 
company  within  the  United  States  whose 
road  forms  any  part  of  a  line  of  road  over 
which  cattle,  sheep,  swine,  or  other  animals 
shall  be  conveyed  from  one  State  to  another, 
or  the  owners  or  masters  of  steam,  sailing, 
or  other  vessels  carrying  or  transporting  cat- 
tle, sheep,  swine,  or  other  animals  from  one 
State  to  another,  shall  confine  the  same  in 
cars,  boats,  or  vessels  of  any  description, 
for  a  longer  period  than  twenty-eight  conseca- 
tive  honrs,  without  unloading  the  same  for 
rest,  water,  and  feeding,  for  a  period  of  at 
least  five  consecutive  hours,  unless  prevented 
from  so  unloading  by  storm  or  other  acci- 
dental causes.  In  estimating  such  confine- 
ment the  time  during  which  the  animals  have 
been  confined  without  such  rest  on  connecting 
roads  from  which  they  are  received  shall  be 
included,  it  being  the  intent  of  this  act  to  pro- 
hibit their  continuous  confinement  beyond  the 
period  of  twenty-eight  hours,  except  upon  con- 
tingencies hereinbefore  stated.  Animals  so 
unloaded  shall  be  properly  fed  and  watered 
durinff  such  rest  by  the  owner  or  person  hav- 
ing the  custody  thereof,  or,  in  case  of  his 
default  in  so  doing,  then  by  the  railroad  com- 
pany or  owners  or  masters  of  boats  or  vessels 
transporting  the  same,  at  the  expense  of  the 
owner  or  person  in  custody  thereof ;  and  the 
company,  owners,  or  masters  shall  in  such 
cases  have  a  lien  upon  such  animals  for  food, 
care,  and  custody  furnished,  and  shall  not  be 
liable  for  any  detention  of  such  animals  author- 
ized hj  this  act.  Any  company,  owner,  or 
custodian  of  such  animals  who  shall  fail  to 
comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall, 
for  each  and  every  such  offense,  be  liable  for 
and  forfeit  and  pay  a  penalty  of  not  less  than 
$100  nor  more  than  $600 ;  provided,  however, 
that  when  animals  shall  be  carried  in  cars, 
boats,  or  other  vessels  in  which  they  can  and 
do  have  proper  food,  water,  space,  and  oppor- 
tunity for  rest,  the  foregoing  provisions  in 
teanrd  to  their  being  unloaded  shall  not  apply. 

The  second  section  provides  that  the  penalty 
created  bv  the  first  section  of  this  act  shall  be 
recovered  by  civil  action  in  the  name  of  the 
United  States,  in  the  circuit  or  district  court 
of  the  United  States  holden  within  the  district 
where  thd  offense  may  have  been  committed, 
or  the  person  or  corporation  resides  or  carries 
on  its  business ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all 
United  States  marshals,  their  deputies  and 
subordinates,  to  prosecute  all  violations  of  this 
act  which  shall  come  to  their  notice  or  knowl- 
edge. 

The  third  section  provides  that  any  person 
or  corporation  entitled  to  lien  under  the  first 
section  of  this  act  maj  enforce  the  same  by  a 
petiiiun  filed  in  the  district  court  of  die  uni- 
ted States  holden  within  the  district  where  the 
food,  care,  and  custody  shall  have  been  fur- 
nished, or  the  owner  or  custodian  of  the  prop- 
erty resides ;  and  said  court  shall  have  power 
to  issue  all  suitable  process  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  such  lien  by  sale  or  otherwise,  and  to 
compel  the  payment  of  dl  costs,  penalties, 
charges,  and  expenses  of  proceedings  under 
this  act. 

The  amendments  were  read ;  those  in  the 
first  section  were  to  strike  out  the  word  **  of- 
fense,*' and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
'*  failure  to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this 
act;'*  also  to  insert  the  word  ''hundred." 
after  the  word  ''  one ;''  so  that  portion  of  the 
section  would  read : 

For  esAh  and  every  suoh  failure  to  oomply  with 
tho  provisions  of  this  sot,  be  liable  for  and  forfeit 
und  |gJ  a  penalty  of  not  le«  than  9100  nor  more 

The  amendment  to  the  'second  section  was 


to  strike  out  **  offense,''  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  *' violation  of  this  act." 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  desire  to  move  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  I  will  say  to  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan,  [Mr.  Congbr,] 
and  to  other  eentlemen,  that  this  bill  has 
been  very  carefully  considered  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture.  It  has  also  been  sub- 
mitted to  some  of  the  best  legal  minds  of  the 
country,  who  say  that  they  find  no  objection 
or  fault  whatever  with  it.  I  will  hear  the 
amendment  of  the  eentleman. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  merely  desire  to  move 
a  formal  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  last 
word  of  section  one,  iii  order  to  make  some 
remarks 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  I  will  yield  to  the 
gentleman  to  do  that,  without  moving  any 
amendment.  • 

Mr.  CONGER.  If  I  understand  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill,  it  wonld  prevent  the 
transportation  of  animals  by  ships,  steamboats, 
and  vessels  on  our  lakes  for  a  period  of  lime 
exceeding  twenty*  eight  honrs,  although  the 
ordinary  voyage,  even  without  storms  or  other 
hinderance,  might  be  longer  than  that.  In 
order  to  avoid  the  penalty  prescribed  by  this 
bill,  the  steamboat  or  other  vessel  would  have 
to  unload  the  animals  every  twenty-eighthours, 
and  give  them  a  rest  of  &ye  hours  on  those 
voyages.  Now  a  voyage  from  Chicago  to 
Lake  Superior,  by  vessels  on  which  a  large 
number  of  animals  of  different  kinds  are  trans- 
ported, requires  something  like  four  days  for 
steamboats  and  six  days  for  sailing  vessels. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  Allow  me  to  say 

Mr.  CONGER.  A  moment  longer.  There 
is  a  great  deal  of  transportation  from  Port 
Huron,  where  I  live,  around  the  lakes  to  the 
lumber  regions,  which  would  require  more 
than  twenty-eif^nt  hours  for  the  transportation 
of  working  animals  and  animals  for  slaughter 
to  those  legions  as  well  as  to  Lake  Superior ; 
they  could  not  within  forty-eight  hours  per- 
form the  voyage  required.  The  effect  of  such 
a  bill  as  this  without  a  proviso  applicable  to 
such  cases 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  There  is  a  proviso 
of  that  kind. 

Mr.  CONGBR.    Let  us  hear  it. 

Mr.  WILSON^  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to 
read  that  provision  of  the  bill  which  excepts 
boats,  cars,  or  other  means  of  transportation 
having  provision  for  watering  live-stock  at 
sea. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  do  not  see  any  provision 
in  the  bill  which  meets  such  cases  as  those  to 
which  I  have  referred. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provided^  however.  That  when  animals  ahall  be 
earned  in  oars,  boats,  or  other  vessels  in  which  they 
oan  and  do  have  proper  food,  water,  space,  and  op- 
portunity for  rest,  the  foregoing  provisions  in  regard 
to  their  being  unloaded  shall  not  apply. 

Mr.  CONGER.  That  is  satisfactory.  I 
withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  desire  to  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  chairman  of  the  committee  reporting^ 
this  bill.  I  wish  to  know  whether  this  is  not 
the  same  bill  that  was  before  us  in  the  last 
Congress,  and  was  then  defeated  in  this 
House  7 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  It  is  a  bill  which 
passed  this  House  at  that  time,  but  it  now  con- 
tains some  amendments  designed  to  obviate 
objections  which  were  brought  against  the  bill 
then. 

Mr.  KERR.  Did  it  pass  the  House  last 
year? 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.    It  did. 

Mr.  KERR.     And  it  fiuled  in  the  Senate  ? 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  Yes,  sir ;  the  bill 
has  been  now  somewhat  amended  to  obviate 
objections  made  by  some  genUemen  in  the  last 
Congress. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  would  like  to  have  a  few 
minutes  to  speak  upon  the  bill. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  How  much  time 
doea  the  gentleman  want? 


Mr.  KERR.     Five  minutes. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.    I  yieldtotheiK- 
tleman  for  five  minutes. 

Mr.  KERR.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  recogDlze  Uj 
bill  as  seeking  to  accomplish  s  aomerhit  is 
portant  object  which  ought  to  be  atuioed.  i: 
attainable,  by  legislation ;  and  if  not  sttii: 
able  by  legislation  here,  it  ooght  to  be  els? 
where  attended  to.  The  bill  strikes  me  c:- 
fisvorably,  because  I  doubt  the  power  of  Cor 
greas  to  enact  a  law  of  this  kind.  I  nuke  cc 
objection  to  the  purpose  of  the  bill :  bnt  1 
think  it  seeks  to  trench  upon  a  £eld  of  jsrlt 
diction  which  under  our  system  of  goTeramcs; 
belongs  of  right  to  therespectiTeSttteioftb!< 
Union,  not  to  Congress.  Thetendeoejofoir 
legislation  here  in  this  d^,  and  1  tkink  it  & 
most  dangerons  tendency,  is  daj  after  dir, 
and  step  after  step,  to  confer  Dpon  tbe  M 
oral  courts  new,  untried,  orieiotl  juiidie 
tion,  bv  means  of  which  the  docketi  of  ol* 
Federal  courts  all  over  theooantrjanbecoa^ 
ing  so  incumbered  and  embanaised  tiutitij 
almost  impossible  to  secure  in  those  Uibooil} 
a  proper  attention  to  business.  Then  eoaw 
a  demand  for  an  increase  in  the  Doaber  (^ 
courts,  officers,  and  expenses.  Tbeoitani 
and  reserved  jurisdiction  of  the  Stun  ii  diily 
subverted. 

I  think  that  the  jorisdiction  vfaieb  diisbir 
proposes  for  the  first  time  to  confer  ob  ibe 
Federal  courts  is  dangerous.  It  will  be  c« 
ceded  by  every  gendeman  that  it  is  Dew.  I 
think  it  is  wrong  in  itself;  that  it  ioTi^ 
jurisdiction  belonging  of  right  to  therespeein 
States  of  the  Union,  and  that  it  is  pnctiabte 
for  the  States  to  so  regulate  the  traosportitie 
of  live  stock  as  effectually  to  secare  all  the  eed: 
sought  bv  this  bill. 

Should  such  legislation  as  this  be  i^opuc. 
a  citizen  of  Indiana  desirine  to  traospott  i)T« 
stock  to  the  city  of  New  York  at  ooee  pit: 
himself,  by  the  very  attempt  to  eogige  io  tk 
kind  of  business,  beyond  the  protectbo  of 
the  laws  and  tribunals  of  his  ova  State  vti 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Federal  lava  tsi 
Federsd  courts.  He  loses  entirely  his  ides.. 
fioation  with  the  State  of  Indiana  and  be- 
comes identified  both  for  the  proteetioa  u^ 
the  regulation  of  his  business  with  aootbe: 
jurisdiction,  which  is  becomine  too  extemm 
in  consequence  of  the  efforts  daj  after  daju 
concentrate  in  the  Federal  courts  those  grai 
subjects  of  jurisdiction  which  pertain  to  tix 
daily  business  and  current  al&irs  of  thepe*: 
pie  all .  over  the  country.  If  we  are  erer  u 
retnm  to  local  self-government  and  the  nf 
toration  of  the  proper,  necessary,  aod  cot^ 
tntional  powers  of  the  States,  it  is  hightise 
we  should  set  our  fiM^ee  in  that  direetioQ  nov; 
but  this  bill  looks  to  the  perpetoatioD  oi' «> 
the  evils  to  which  I  refer. 

Without  Baking  more  in  detail  of  thepit^ 
visions  of  this  bill,  I  have  now  stated  orfo 
eral  objections  to  the  bill.  On  a  fornerom 
sion  I  stated  my  objections  more  in  ^^^ 
and  I  have  no  desire  to  repeat  theo  do' 
But  I  will  ask  the  attention  of  the  flout J^' 
one  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Goart  ioteDdK 
to  define  the  extent,  scope,  aod  pvp<M«^^ 
the  grant  to  Congress  of  power  to  regstf^^ 
commerce  among  the  seversu  States,  li^^ 
case  of  Veazie  vs.  Moor,  (14  Howard's  Bepcrts, 
page  678.)  decided  in  1862  by  a  ttnanJ»o« 
bench.  I  cite  without  further  coomeot  tie 
following  extract : 

"  The  phrase  eaa  never  be  applied  to  iJ^im^ 
wholly  internal  between  citSsens  of  the  »»•  "* 
monity,  or  to  a  polity  and  laws  whose  ends  mr^ 
poses  and  operations  are  restrieted  to  tne  urnw' 
suid  Boiland  jarisdietionof  saeh  eommooiC^'  -^^ 
oan  it  be  properly  oonoladed  that  b«eaaffl  Uie  P^ 
dnots  of  domeatio  enterprise  in  asriealtnre oro» 
nfaotnrefl.  or  in  the  arU.  may  altinately  Wf* 
the  eahJeots  of  foreign  oommeroe.  the  o^^^^^' ^' ^1 
means  or  tho  enoouracemenU  by  whicfa  ^[^^f 
is  fostered  and  protected  is  iesriUniatrir  wit^'y?, 
import  of  the  phrase,  *  foreiini  ooauaeree.  Mwr 
implied  in  any  inveatitore  of  the  power  to  m^^ 
aooh  oonameroe.   A  pretensioB  as  tumcoi^"' 
wonld  extend  to  oontraota  bottreen  oitiian  aoo" 
sen  of  the  same  Sute.  wonld  oootrol  Ue  P^*^ 
of  the  planter,  the  vrasier.  the  maaolMtarer. » 
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aoehuiie.  tiia  I  mi 


le  oparatioDi  of  th«  ooIlitriM 


rowli  frompolDtU  paiDtwitbiQ  lb*  •eraral  SMtaa, 
tawBrd  an  alllmtw  dsstlDation,  like  tbs  ona  aboTe 
meBliDned.  Soaii  ■  prelenuao  would  BffMtuallr 
preTant  or  panlna  ajnr  eSntL  at  IntanuJ  improre- 
maDtbTtbaiafaralStataiifaritiiaaDDt  baauppoiad 
(bat  Iha  Blatfi  voald  aihanit  Ibair  capital  and 
ttaair  oradit  in  tbe  cotutraetioa  of  turnpikea.  otmala, 
aad  nilroadj.  Iba  ramaaeratiDD  dariiabia  from 
wbicb,  and  all  coptrol  over  wbiab.  mif ht  be  imme- 
dlalalr  wraatad  from  lh«m,  beoanee  meb  pabllo 
wocki  voDld  ba  ruilitlM  for  it  eommerBa  vhioh, 
irbil*  aTailiDi  iualf  of  thaia  faoililias,  wa*  noqnu- 
tiaiiab]:r  iDtarail,  althontb  iataimadlauiT  or  altl- 

"TharolaliarailTen  wlLh  r«p«et  to  tha  racnU- 
tion  DtroraiiD  oomniana  aqaallf  exeladaa  from  Iha 
raculaLion  oT  commarca  batwean  tba  Statu  aod  the 
IndiaD  Uibu;  tba  ooDtrol  orar  tnTnplkea,  oaaala. 
railroadi,  or  meclaarla^  and  daapanini  of  waWr- 
aonnaa  azolDilTaly  wiihiD  the  State*,  or  the  mao- 

Semaotottha  ImiBporlaCioa  upon  aad  br  meuit 
■aoh  Impror amenta.    Tba  deiira  and  oldeot  at 
that  power,  ai  aTineed  in  the  hiitorr  of  the  OpDIti- 


of  Ihii  iiutTBment  proponnded  bf  Ihia 

Mi.  WILSON,  of  Ohio.  Hr.  Speaker,  b 
reply  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  baa 
said  touchioe  the  conBtitQlioaalil;  of  the  qaes- 
lioQ  iuTolved,  I  have  sirapl;  to  saj  that  this 
bill,  with  a  yiaw  to  the  Tei;  objectioti  which 
the  geotlemui  from  Indiana  makes,  has  been 
sabmitied  to  the  moat  emiasnt  legal  minda  of 
this  eoDDtrj,  and  thev  have,  ao  (ar  as  I  have 
learned,  invariabl;  aeeided  in  faror  of  the 
ooiutitatiODalitjr  of  Utat  proTinon  of  the  bill 
to  which  the  geDtlemaD  olyecta,  nnder  that 
daDie  of  the  ConUHolioa  of  Uie  United  Statee 
wbi(^  decIarM  that  Coagrcas  eball  have  power 
to  refoUte  commerce  betwean  tbe  States. 

Now,  nr,  eo&r  aS State lawgareconcenied, 


tbare  are  qnite  a  number  of  Stales  which  have 
from  whicD  thti  bill  baa  been  draped.     But 


lawa  nearlv  the  aame  aa  tbia  propoaed  law, 


tbe  tronble  Ilea  jnat  here :  Ihej  arc  iaefficieot 
ao  far  aa  tlie  iotei-State  communications  or 
the  great  through  linea  of  raiiroada  are  con- 
cerned )  tbej  mw  inefficient  for  the  want  of 
jariadictlon.  Hence  tbe  abaolnte  ueceaaiij 
of  a  United  Stale*  law  for  the  pnrpoae  of  cor- 
recting thii  great  eTil  of  emelt;  to  animals 
while  in  tiaoait,  wliiah  baa  been  compltuaed 
of  for  long  jears. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  m;  intention  to  con- 
■ume  the  time  of  the  Hoaae,  or  tbe  Committee 
oa  Agricultate,  for  we  have  other  baaioees  to 
bring  before  the  House ;  but  I  inigbt  laj  that 
tbiaiaabillwhiob,  aaitalitle  indicates,  ii  in  tbe 
interest  of  hamanily,  in  tbe  inlereit  of  a  Chris- 
tian ciTilizatioo,  aud  it  is  empbaticallr  a  bill 
in  the  interest  of  health — a  aanitarj  measure. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  great  West  and  the 
SonthwMt  are  the  cattle-producing  regions 
of  the  United  Statea.  It  is  well  knoKn  that 
those  regions  of  country  rel;  mainlj  on  the 
eastern  cities  for  a  market  for  their  beef,  aod 
that  they  are  situated  at  a  distance  of  from  one 
thousand  to  two  thousand  miles  from  those 
cities.  The  medium  of  transporting  the  beef 
cattle  is  by  railroad.  A  large  portion  of  these 
cattle  are  produced  in  Texas.  I  apprehend 
that  if  yon  ask  any  Represenlatlve  Irom  tbat 
State  on  this  fioor  as  to  the  number  of  cattle 
owned  by  Texas  caltle-grazien,  they  will  lell 
you  that  it  is  nouousaal  thing  for  a  single  man 
to  own  ten,  twenty,  and  even  fifty  thousand 
baad  of  horned  cattle.  This  interest  also  exists 
largely  in  Kansas,  Nebraska,  tba  iodlao  coud' 
try,  and  in  Wyoming  and  other  States  and  Ter- 
ritories west  of  the  MisBissippi,  where ibej  pro- 
dnce  the  great  bulk  of  the  cattle  produced  in 
the  United  States. 

Why,  sir,  atatistica  ahow  that  there  were  re- 
ceived in  the  citiea  of  Chicago  and  St.  Lonia, 
which  mar  bo  renrded  aa  the  two  great  cattle 
d«pota  of  the  West,  in  1870,  seven  handred 
aoa  ieTUty-fonr  tAOoaand  head  of  homed 


Palmar,  Isaae  C.  Parker.  Petari,  PlatI,  Potud, 
Porter,  Prior  ■>-'—"-  '•"-•-•-  *"'-  "  "-■. — 
Elobinion,  B 

Shobar.  Shoe 
iwlaht  Tow 
WaidroD.  ani 

So  the  bill  waa  passed. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  waa  passed  ; 
and  also  mored  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 
PLANTING  Of  TRias. 

Mr.  HALDBHAN,  titim  the  Committee  on 
Agticaltore,  reported  back  a  bill  (H,  B.  No. 
2197)  to  enoonra^  the  planting  of  trees  and 
for  the  preterration  of  woods  on  the  pablic 
domain  now  held  by  the  United  States,  with 
the  recommendation  that  it  do  pas*. 

The  bill  waa  read. 

The  firat  aection  prorides  Uiat  erery  grant 
of  the  poblie  lands  of  the  United  States,  now 
or  hereafter  snrveyed,  shall  be  npon  the  axpreaa 
condition  tbatthe  giaalee  or  grantees,  bis.  her, 
ortbeirheirs,  executors,  andassigns,  shall  keep 
and  preserve  at  ieaat  tan  percent,  of  the  num- 
ber of  acres  that  granted  in  timber  trees,  if  so 
maoh  tiiereof  then  be  in  timber  at  the  date  of 
snch  grant,  which  shall  not  Ihereadtor  be  cut 
down  or  deatroyed  to  an  extent  which  ahall  re- 
duce the  qnanti^  of  timber  land  upon  such  grant 
below  tbe  percentage  above  oamed,  nnleas  at 
the  time  or  snob  cnttiag,  or  previous  thereto, 
there  shall  have  been  planMd  two  acrea  of 
land  with  timber  trees  for  each  acre  ao  out; 
and  anch  conditions  ahall  be  expressed  in  the 
body  of  the  patent  or  other  instrument  by 
which  the  title  of  the  United  States  is  con- 
veyed to  anch  grantee. 

The  aeoond  section  providea  tbat  if  the 
grantee,  or  any  party  claiming  thereunder, 
ahall  willfbllv  violate  the  conditiona  named 
in  the  preceding  aection,  auch  violation  shall 
work  a  ibrfeitare  to  the  United  States  of  the 
land  so  granted,  and  It  ahall  be  tbe  duty  of 
auch  officer  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  tbe  Interior  to  cause  Uie  proceedings 
to  be  broagfat  when  it  may  be  necessary  to 
enforce  sach  forfeiture. 

The  third  section  provides  tbat  if  ten  per 
cent,  of  the  lands  so  granted,  at  the  date  of 
snch  grant,  sbal!  not  be  in  timber,  then  the 
grant  ao  made  may  be  upon  the  condition  that 
the  grantee,  bis,  her,  or  their  heirs  or  aaaigna, 
abalT  properly  plant  and  preaerve,  for  the 
period  of  five  years,  in  trees,  so  much  land  aa 
may  be  necessary  to  make  up  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  namber  of  acres  granted  ;  and,  to 
enable  the  grantee  to  carry  out  this  provision, 
the  payment  of  twenty^Gve  per  cent,  of  the 
purchase- money  may  be  delayed  for  tbe  period 
of  Sve  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time, 
if  the  grantee,  or  the  party  claiming  under 
him,  her,  or  them,  ahall  produce  satisfactory 
evidence  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  of 
the  district  in  which  the  land  is  located,  by  the 
affidavits  of  two  or  mora  disinterested  wit- 
nesses, tbat  the  condition  of  sach  grant  has 
been  performed,  thereupon  a  palest  shall  be 
iasned  withoot  further  paymeat. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  the  United 
States  sball  hold  a  lien  upon  such  land  for  the 
pajrment  of  the  twenty- five  per  cent,  so  delayed, 
which  lien  shall  be  satisfied  only  by  tbe  pay- 
ment of  said  twenty-five  per  ceot.  with  the 
interest  thereon,  or  by  the  production  of  the 
evidence  of  the  performance  of  tbe  condition 
as  required  in  the  precediof[  secticQ. 

The  fifth  section  provides  that  any  parson 
who  shall  plant,  protect,  and  keep  iaa  healthy, 
growing  condition  for  five  years,  one  hundred 
and  twenty  acres  Of  timber,  the  trees  thereon 
□ot  beinK  more  than  twenty  feet  apart  each 
way,  on  any  quarter  section  of  any  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States  not  now  wooded 
or  timbered,  shall  be  entitled  to  a  patent  for 
the  whole  of  the  quarter  aection  at  tbe  expira- 
tion of  five  years  on  making  proof  of  snch  fttct 
by  not  less  than  two  credible  witnesses ;  pro- 
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Tided  that  oaly  one  qaarter  ia  any  seotion  shall 
be  tboe  graoted. 

The  ^ixth  sectiou  proTules  that  the  person 
appl^iDf^  for  the  benefit  of  this  act  sballt  upon 
application  to  the  register  of  the  land  office  in 
which  he  or  she  is  about  to  make  soch  entry, 
make  affidavit  before  the  register  or  receiver 
that  the  entry  is  made  for  the  cultivation  of 
timber,  and  upon  filing  said  affidavit  with  the 
register  and  receiver,  and  on  payment  of  ten 
dollars,  he  or  ehe  shall  thereupon.be  permit- 
ted to  enter  the  quantity  of  land  specified ; 
provided,  however,  that  no  certificate  shall  be 
given,  or  pateut  issue  therelbr,  until  the  ex- 
piration of  at  least  five  years  from  the  date  of 
snph  entry ;  and  if  at  the  expiration  of  such 
tiine,  or  at  any  time  within  three  years  there- 
fmr,  the  person  paaking  such  entry,  or,  if  ha 
or  she  be  (lead,  bis  or  her  heirs  or  lend  rep- 
resentatives, shall  prove  by  two  credible  wit- 
nesses that  he,  she,  or  they  have  planted,  and 
for  not  Ups  ^n  five  ^ears  have  cultivated  and 
protected  such  quantity  and  character  of  dm* 
ber  as  aforesaid,  they  shall  receive  the  patent 
for  such  quarter  section  of  land. 

The  seventh  seetion  provides  Uiat  if  at  any 
time  after  Uie  filing  of  the  affidavit,  and  prior 
to  the  issuing  of  the  patent  for  the  land,  it 
shf^ll  be  proven,  after  one  notice  to  the  party 
making  Attoh  eo^  and  claiming  to  cultivate 
such  tiiPVibeirf  to  the  satisfaction  <?  the  register 
qf  the  land  ^^ffice,  that  such  person  has  aban- 
dioned  or  failed  to  cultivate,  protect,  and  keep 
in  good  condition  soch  timber,  then,  and  in  that 
event,  ihe  landshAll  revert  to  the  United  States. 

Tkfi  eighth  aection  provides  thi^  eacha&d 
avery  {person  who,  under  the  provisions  of  an 
act  entitled  '^Anaot  to  secure  homesteads  to 
actual  settlers  on  the  public  domain,-'  ap- 
proved Ma^  20,  18)62,  or  any  amendment 
thereto,  having  fk  hoipestea4  on  the  public  do- 
mi^n,  who,  at  the  en4  of  the  third  year  of  his 
or  her  residence  thereon,  shall  have  had  nader 
cultivation  &>r  txro  years  one  acre  of  timber, 
iif^e  trees  thereon  Jaot  beiog  more  than  twenty 
fieet  apart  each  wayi  apd  ia  a  good,  thnftv 
coa^uon,  for  each  and  every  sixteen  acres  of 
a  hpiifieBtead,  shall,  Mpon  due  proof  of  the  fact 
by  two  credible  witnesses,  receive  his  or  her 
p^ent  fo^  a  homestead. 

The  ninth  saetiQii  provides  that  no  land 
^quired  under  the  provisions  .of  sections  five, 
sixj  ^even,  and  eighit  of  this  act  shall}  in  any 
event,  become  li^e  to  the  satisfaction  of  any 
debt  or  debts  contracted  prior  to  the  issuing 
or  patent  therefor. 

The  tenth  section  provides  that  the  Com-' 
mis^ioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  is  hereby 
required  to  prepare  and  issue  such  rules  and 
regulations,  consistent  with  this  act,  as  shall 
be  necessary  aod  proper  to  carry  its  provis- 
ions into  effect ;  and  that  the  registers  and  the 
receivers  of  the  several  land  offices  shall  be 
entitled  to  receive  the  same  compensation  for 
any  ^ads  entered  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  that  they  are  now  entitled  to  receive  when 
the  same  quantity  of  land  is  entered  with 
money. 

T|ie  eleventh  section  provides  that  the  fifth 
section  of  the  act  entitled  **An  act  in  addi* 
tion  to  an  act  to  punish  crimes  against  the 
United  States,  ana  for  other  purposes,''  ap- 
proved March  3,  1867,  shall  extend  to  all 
oaths,  affirmations,  and  affidavits  required  or 
authorised  by  this  act. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  hope  the  gentieman 
from  Pennsylvanifi,  who  iieports  this  bill  from 
the  Committee  on  AgricultuGe  with  the  rec- 
ommendation that  it  do  PIU9S,  will  explain  it,  as 
it  ^contains  y^y  lengthy  proivjsioDS  before  the 
House  is  called  upon  to  pass  it. 
^  Mr.  ^ALDEMAN.  Ceiiainl^;  and  such 
is  my  intention,  to  fully  explain  it. 

Mr.  SAKGENX.  Is  the  bill  open  to  amend* 
ment? 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  I  do  not  propose  to 
allow  amendments  to  be  now  offered,  but  I 
will  tell  the  gentleman  from  California  that 
the  bill  will  be  open  to  amoadment. 


Mr.  SARGENT.  Very  well.  I  should  like 
now  to  hear  some  explanation  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  H ALDE  M  AN.  In  presenting  this  bill, 
Mr.  Speaker,  on  a  subject  hitherto  unattempted 
in  legislation,  the  commitee  do  not  assume 
that  it  is  eithaustive  or  a  perfect  measure. 
It  is  initial,  it  is  tentative ;  it  may  be  foond 
necessary  hereafter  to  supplement  it  or  to  cor- 
rect it.  It  contemplates  tnree  importanjb  pro- 
visions: 

Firf  t,  the  preservation  of  a  certain  percent^ 
age  of  existing  timber  on  each  quarter  section 
of  laqd  now  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

Second,  the  plantiog  and  cultivation  of  a 
certain  percentage  of  woods  on  each  quarter 
section  of  the  public  lands  which  may  here- 
afler  be  granted,  and  which  is  now  destitute 
of  timber- 
Third,  the  cultivation  of  a  larger  quantity 
of  timber  on  the  western  prairies,  and  in  dis- 
tricts where  there  now  is  a  complete  absence 
of  forests. 

To  insure  the  first  inject,  the  preservation 
of  woods  now  standing;,  a  penalty  is  provided 
of  considerable  seventy,  oecanse,  as  I  shall 
attempt  to  show  in  the  course  of  my  resQarks, 
the  preservation  of  trees  is  of  such  vast  import- 
ance that  the  General  Government  owes  to  the 
public  an  interference  with  the  wanton  waste 
and  destruction  now  in  progress,  and  the  con- 
tinuance ef  which  must  be  productive  of  the 
saddest  consequences  to  future  generations. 

To  promote  the  second  object  sought  in  thi|i 
measure — the  planting,  cultivating,  and  pro- 
tecting of  sixteen  acres  on  each  quarter  section 
by  the  settlers  thereon— «  bounty  is  held  out, 
because  it  may  be  difficult  of  accomplishment 
and  very  expensive  in  many  localities.  The 
inducement  is  an  abatement  of  twenty- five  per 
cent,  of  the  purchase-money.  The  amount 
may  seem  large,  but  I  think  none  too  great  in 
view  of  results  so  vastly  beneficial. 

The  third  important  object  of  the  bill  con- 
templates the  cultivation  of  a  large  quantity 
of  trees  upon  the  western  prairies.  As  there 
the  di$cnlty  of  obtaining  ypung  trees  and  the 
expense  is  very  great,  aw  at  times  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  object  of  the  bill  entirely 
impossible,  the  inducement  held  out  is  very 
considerable.  It  is  provided  that  where  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  land  sh^ll  for  five 
years  have  been  planted,  cultiviated  in  tr^es, 
that  at  the  end  of  that  time  a  patent  shall  iflsue 
without  the  payment  of  any  nioney  whatever. 
Where  a  settler  on  the  western  prairies  is  w^l' 
ing  to  plant  and  care  for,  under  carefully 
guarded  provisions,  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  in  trees  upon  an  adjoiping  pr 
neighboring  section,  we  propose  at  the  end  of 
five  vears  to  give  him  that  quarter  section  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  in  consideration 
of  the  great  good  which  he  will  have  done  in 
every  possible  point  of  view  to  the  whole  coppi- 
munity  in  whicn  he  resides  and  to  posterity. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Will  the  gentleman  yield  to 
me  for  a  question,  at  some  point  convenient 
to  himself? 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  I  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man now  for  a  question. 

Mr.  HOAB.  I  wish  to  know  whether  it  is 
the  purpose  of  the  Committee  on  Agriculture, 
by  this  bill,  to  prohibit,  for  all  time,  the  f^ov 
iDg  up  of  a  city  or  populous  town  on  any  of 
what  are  now  the  public  lands  of  the  country? 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.    It  is  not. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Does  not  the  bill  require  that 
all  grants  of  the  public  lands  shall  in  future  bp 
made  on  the  express  and  perpetual  ponditipn 
that  the  grantee  or  his  representatives  shall 
keep  a  certain  per  cent,  of^the  grant  in  tim- 

DAT  tPAf^H  ? 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  But  there  is  a  provis- 
ion also  that  the  grantee  may  out  down  th^ 
timber,  if  for  each  one  of  the  sixteen  acres  re- 
quired to  be  reserved  on  which  th&.ttmber  is 
so  out  or  destroyed,  an  acre  elsewhere  shall  be 
planted. 

Mr.  BQAB.  So  that  if  the  original  geanteas 
should  not  keep  the  necessary  per  eent.  else- 


where in  timber,  the  attempt  to  have  a  dtjer 
populous  town  growing  up  woald  totsllj  faB* 

Mr.  H AliDEM AN .  The  pronsioos  of  \k 
bill  of  course  are  severe ;  beorase  it  ii  desnd 
that  existing  timber  shf^U  be  protected.  Bsi 
the  acre  of  timber  required  to  be  pWted  la 
lieu  of  the  acre  destroyed  nay  be  pUotd 
where  the  gre^t  and  populous  tova  or  dtj  u 
not  located. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Will  the  genUemu  (m 
Pennsyivfinia)  in  yiew  of  the  ioqairies  made 
to  him  by  the  gentleman  from  Mauscliawtti. 
[Mr.  HoAB,t  permit  me  to  ask  biBaqoesttos? 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  POTTER.  If  any  particular  parotl  of 
the  lands  secured  by  the  profisioDgoftbubill 
for  the  fCQWth  of  timber  shoald  bj  aaycbuce 
be  needed  fpr  a  g^eat  city,  woiud  ii  oot  be 
competent  ibr  Congress  to  withdraw  neb  pir 
eel  mm  timber  growth,  and  gire  it  op  to  citf 
purposes? 

MtTHALDEMAN.  Certainly.  Moieorer, 
I  have  is^ted  in  the  outset  that  sapplems&ul 
and  amend^ry  legislation,  saeh  as  ezpericBcr 
ojkif  can  show  to  be  necessajy,  may  be  re* 

quired* 

Mr.  SARGENT.  WiU  the  gentlflmuillor 
me  to  ask  him  a  qnestion  ?  Thia  biU  pro- 
videe — 

That  «very  crant  of  the  puhlio  Isodi  of  tbiMid 
Statea*  now  or  faflaraftersary«vod.iUU  bfwntte 
Qzprees  condition  that  tho  erf  BtM  or  griatMi.  oil 
her,  or  their  heirs,  execaton,  and  tmpa,  sm 
keep  and  preserve  at  least  ten  per  cent  of  tfattin 
ber  of  aores  thus  granted  in  timber  tnm,kt. 

What  will  the  gentleman  do  in  the  cue  of 
hydraulic  placer  mines,  where  tbe  tiabff  a 
taken  off  in  order  to  allow  the  workiogof  ibe 
nant  ?  Will  the  gentleman  also  tell  ne,  if  be 
does  not  find  any  answer  ready  to  tbe  m 
tion,  what  he  is  to  do  with  land  paotei  for 
town  sites?  Will  he  also  tell  me,  it  he  caoa«( 
find  an  answer  to  the  last  qasetioo,  vbit  be » 
to  do  in  the  case  of  land  granted  forri^iof 
way  MMely  to  imilsoad  or  other  read  eoapi 
nies  ?  Is  the  tioaber  to  be  kept  oa  tbe  am 
and  if  so,  is  it  to  be  between  the  rails,  or  how 
fiar  irom  them? 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  The  geotlamao hup 
so  many  questions  that  it  would  oecapf  tuBf 
time  to  answer  them.  As  regards  gnati » 
mineral  lands,  I  think  it  would  hervrftuj 
for  the  gentleman  and  myself  to  a|[re«  updo  s 
satisfactory  amendment.  Bat  it  is  no«  do*. 
the  time  to  disousa  details  or  trifling,  objec; 
tions.  I  have  stated  that  an  opportooit^  vu. 
be  given  ^or  amendments.  I  am  sot  wa^ 
whwBLt  many  of  the  details  ef  the  biU;  but 
want  some  action  to  be  takes  whiehviiJct^i 
the  attention  of  the  public  to  the  nak  itnm 
aace  of  stopping  the  wholesale  destraeuoi  <h 
forests  now  goiAg  on  in  this  eoautrji  m  >« 
that  purpose  I  desire  to  call  the  Btteo<«»<H 
this  House  to  what  has  been  done  iaou« 
countries,  and  to  the  vast  injoiy  vni^  i^ 
resulted  to  nations  and  to  whole  oooooaoH 
from  the  indiscriminate  and  waaton  vuM  » 
timber. 

0RDI9  Of  Bvsnrns. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  mom 
hour  having  expired,  will  the  gentleaan  m 
to  allow  me  to  move  that  the  fiouae  re»  « 
itself  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa^e 
special  order,  the  amendmenta  of  w«  ^ 
ate  on  the  legislative,  judicial,  *nd  e^ecuuw 

^fen^HALDBlijAN.    I  will  yield  for  IW 

^"sfr^  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Then  I  «»j» 
the  motion ;  but  in  ^e  first  place  Ip^^^J:] 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  f^^^l 
who  desires  to  gi?o  notice  \n  r^^^^^^Tr. 
ing  up  a  report  of  the  comipittee  ol  wwc 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.   I  »«^  ^ 
for  the  regular  order. 
ST.  CJWfX  AW  ^AKI  POT»»»  »A«*0*1> 

Mr.KBTCHAM.    I  d«|B»  ««^!!l*iS 
notice  that  I  shaU,  on  Toesdv  «««^  ^^ 
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from  the  Hoase  oonference  committee  its 
action  on  the  disagreeiDg  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill  (S.  No.  665)  to  extend  the 
time  to  the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  build  a  road 
from  Lake  St.  Croix  to  Lake  Superior.  Quite 
a  number  of  gentlemen  have  gone  away,  not 
expecting  that  this  matter  would  be  brought 
up  until  next  week,  and  [  shall  myself  have  to 
be  absent  until  Monday. 

Mr.  RUSK.  I  think  the  gentleman  might 
make  his  report to«day.  The  conference  com* 
mittee  disagreed,  and  there  is  no  reason  why 
that  fact  should  not  be  reported  and  a  second 
committee  ordered. 

Mr.  KETGHAM.  I  give  notice  that  I  wiU 
make  the  report  on  Tuesday  next. 

ORDKR  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Pending  the 
motion  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  special  order, 
I  move  that  all  debate  on  the  pending  amend- 
ment making  an  appropriation  in  connection 
with  the  civil  service  reform  be  closed  in  half 
fto  hour. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  This  is  a  very  important 
subject.  I  move  to  amend  by  making  the 
time  allowed  for  debate  one  hour. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  consent 
to  make  it  forty-five  minutes. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Very  well;  I  agree  to 
that. 

The  motion  was  modified  so  as  to  make  all 
debate  on  the  pending  amendment  close  in 
forty -five  minutes;  and  as  modified  it  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  006 URN.  I  rise  to  make  an  inquiry 
in  regard  to  the  order  of  business.  If  we  go 
now  to  business  on  the  Speaker's  table,  is  the 
St.  Croix  bill  in  the  way  of  other  business  ? 
"Will  it  be  the  first  thins  brought  up  7 

The  SPEAKER.  There  is  no  report  on 
the  table  in  regard  to  the  St.  Croix  bill. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  move  that  the  House 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  business  on 
the  Speaker's  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  motion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio,  [Mr.  GARnsLD,]  that  the 
House  resolve  itself  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  special  order  is  superior  to  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 

COBURV.] 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  supposed  a  motion  to  go 
to  business  on  the  Speaker's  table  would  be 
in  order  now. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  not.  The  mo- 
tion to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  is  a  motion  to  suspend  the 
roles. 

Mr.  COBURN.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  yield  to  me  to  move  that  the  House  pro- 
ceed to  business  on  the  Speaker's  table? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gen- 
tleman to  wait  until  we  get  through  with  the 
amendments  of  the  legislative,  &c. ,  appropri- 
ation bill.  I  do  not  think  it  will  take  much 
time,  and  I  cannot  yield. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Gaefield,  of  Ohio,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

LEOISLATIVB,  BTC,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  accordiogly  resolved  itself  into 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  (Mr.  Wheeler,  of  New  York,  in  the 
chair  J  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1060)  making  appropriations  for  the  legis- 
lative, executive,  ana  judicial  expenses  of  the 
Govern ment  for  the  year  ending  June  30, 1878, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  pending  question 
is  upon  the  ninetieth  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate, which  is  as  follows  : 

To  enable  the  President  of  the  XJDUed  States  to 
perfect' and  pat  in  foroe  sach  rales  reflrnlating  the 
ei  vil  ffervioe  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  adopted  by 
him.  loO.OOO. 

In  this  amendment  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations recommended  noa*ooncnrreiice. 
The  CHAIRMAN.     There  is  an  amend- 
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meat  pending  to  the  amendment,  moved  by 
the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  McCaAftT,]  to 
strike  out  the  last  word. 

Mr.  McCRARY.  I  withdraw  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.    I  renew  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Chairman,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  9%j 
that  the  civil  service  of  the  country  requires 
reform.  If  there  is  anything  that  demands 
the  earnest  attention  of  Congress  it  is  the  con- 
dition of  our  civil  service  In  the  Executive 
Departments  of  the  Government  The  public 
discontent  is  never  earnestly  displayed,  and 
the  public  attention  is  not  universally  aroused 
to  a  subject  of  public  abuse  unless  there  be 
a  just  foundation  for  it,  and  the  history  of 
the  last  few  years  has  developed  more  pub- 
lic discontent  and  dissatisfaction  with  the 
manner  in  which  public  affairs  are  managed 
than  in  any  previous  epoch  of  onr  history. 
The  condition  of  the  civil  service  of  the  Gk>v* 
ernment  is  such  that  it  ought  to  arrest  the 
attention  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people. 
Embenzlement,  eorraption,  fraud,  and  ineom- 
petency  force  themselves  everywhere  upon 
public  attention.  That  the  civil  service  de- 
mands reform  no  gentleman  can  deny.  Every 
honest  voice  in  the  nation  demands  reform* 
Yon  most  reform  the  civil  service  and  arrest 
the  tide  of  corruption  in  public  a&irs  or  con- 
sent that  republican  government  shall  be  a 
&ilure. 

It  is  proposed  to  place  $50,000  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  President,  by  which,  if  he  may 
desire  information,  and  the  aid  of  honest  and 
competent  men  to  enable  him  to  effect  a 
reform  in  the  public  abuses  in  office,  he  may 
do  so.  I  would  give  him  every  aid  be  desires 
and  hold  him  responsible  for  the  result.  If 
there  is  a  bare  possibility  that  anythinjg  may 
be  done  to  reform  the  present  demoralisation 
of  the  public  service  I  tbink  the  House  should 
not  hesitate  to  favor  it.  Dishonesty  in  public 
office  is  costing  our  people  millions  annuallv. 
For  myself,  whether  1  entertain  any  reasonable 
hope  of  satisfactory  results  from  such  an  appro* 
priation  or  not,  I  should  feel  it  to  be  my  duty 
to  vote  in  favor  of  it,  and  i  hope  the  House 
will  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  if 
there  be  the  remotest  hope  that  the  President 
may  be  induced  by  one  single  act  to  atay  in 
any  degree  the  tide  of  demoralization  in  the 
public  service. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
BuTLKRj  called  our  attention  yesterday  to  an 
instance  where  a  disabled  soldier  was  unable 
to  obtain  employment  in  the  public  service 
which  would  yield  him  the  necessaries  of  life. 
If  there  were  no  other  reason  in  fevor  of  the 
revision  of  onr  system,  the  very  fact  to  which 
the  gentleman  refers  shows  that  something 
should  be  done  even  in  justice  to  the  dis- 
abled soldier.  -  A  disabled  soldier  asks  for 
employment  right  here  in  the  capital  where 
there  is  public  employment  on  every  hand, 
and  is  refused  everywhere,  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  is  compelled  to- find 
him  humble  employment  at  a  distant  post  to 
enable  the  soldier  to  obtain  bread.  Sir,  I  can 
see  no  greater  necessity  for  reform,  when  only 
politicians  can  obtain  appointments,  and  the 
soldier,  even  with  honorable  scars  appealing 
in  his  behalf,  is  tarned  away,  forsooth,  because 
he  has  no  political  power. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  talks 
about  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  civil  service 
commission  as  to  qualification.    Does  not  the 

gentleman  know  that  all  over  this  capitaU  right 
ere  in  this  House  of  Representatives,  in  the 
Senate,  in  every  Department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, all  around  us,  there  are  hundreds  of 
positions,  messengers,  watchmen,  and  count- 
less  other  employments,  which  are  not  subject 
to  any  such  examination  as  is  proposed  by 
these  rules,  with  ample  salaries,  and  yet  to  the 
soldier,  deprived  of  the  means  of  living,  in  the 
midst  of  abundance  of  offices,  no  employment 
is  open  to  him?  Politicians  monopoltxe  all 
your  public  offices }  the  dibbled  soldier  most 


stand  aside.  Is  there  no  need  of  civil  service 
reform  even  as  to  these  more  unpretending 
employments?  But  it  is  in  the  higher  offices 
where  corruption  riots. 

I  agree  that  we  cannot  hope  for  any  very 
sreat  results  from  such  an  appropriation.  The 
President  can,  and  he  aloue  can  reform  the 
public  service.  I  think  that  a  singleness  of 
purpose,  for  the  good  of  the  nation,  on  the 
■part of  the  head  of  the  nation,  the  power  of  a 
great  example,  and  the  selection  of  public  offi- 
cers in  every  department  of  the  Government 
of  integrity  beyond  question,  with  a  view  to 
the  good  of  the  public  service  alone  and  not 
for  partisan  purposes,  are  the  great  agents  by 
which  the  civil  service  is  to  be  reformed.  But 
reform  must  go  further  than  these  temporary 
expedients.  The  Republic  should  be  secure 
against  effort  to  use  political  power  for  per- 
sonal aggrandisement.  The  safety  of  the  peo- 
ple should  be  placed  beyond  any  accident  of 
fortune.    The  Chief  Executive  should  not  have 

{)Ower  in  any  exigence  of  affairs  to  control  or 
argely  affect  by  patronage  the  destinies  of  the 
nation.  You  must  by  constitutional  amend- 
ment give  the  people  power  to  elect  every  local 
officer.  With  the  executive  patronage  and 
power  thus  reduced  and  the  term  of  that  high 
office  limited,  the  Republic  would  be  secure. 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
Mr.  WAKEMAN.  I  shall  vote  for  this 
appropriation ;  but  at  the  same  time  I  wish  to 
say  that  I  have  no  confidence  whatever  in  these 
rules  prescribed  for  a  reform  of  the  civil  ser- 
vice. If  those  rules  should  be  carried  into 
operation,  it  would  be  but  a  few  years  till  all 
the  public  offices  in  this  city  would  be  filled  by 

Sersons  from  the  District  of  Columbia  and  the 
tates  of  Virginia  and  Maryland.  Take  the 
case  of  persons  living  at  a  distance  who  may 
desire  to  enter  into  a  competitive  examination 
for  positions  here ;  they  cannot  come  here  and 
wait  for  vacancies  and  then  submit  to  an  ex- 
amination. A  man  may  be  very  qualified  to 
fill  one  position  by  reason  of  his  literary  quali- 
fications, and  he  may  be  far  better  able  to  fill 
some  other  position  by  reason  of  some  other 
qualifications. 

Therefore  I  say  that  so  fiir  as  are  concerned 
the  rules  prescribed  by  these  gentlemen  who 
have  been  called  upon  to  devise  some  meas- 
ures for  the  reform  of  the  civil  service,  I  have 
no  confidence  in  them  whatever.  I  would 
rather  take  a  practical  common-sense  man  who 
has  gone  through  life  paddling  his  own  canoe, 
than  to  take  a  man  just  from  college.  I  would 
not  be  considered  as  speaking  here  against 
education,  not  at  all.  But  I  say  that  when  you 
make  educational  <iualifications  a  test  of  fit- 
ness for  office,  it  will  not,  in  my  judgment,  be 
found  to  answer  in  all  the  Departments. 

It  has  been  said  here  by  some,  that  members 
of  Congress  desire  to  hold  on  to  all  that  they 
have  got.  I  cannot  speak  for  others,  but  I 
can  speak  for  myself,  and  will  say  that  for  the 
short  time  I  have  to  remain  here  I  do  not  at 
idl  desire  to  have  that  responsibility  continued 
upon  me.  But  as  long  as  it  is  devolved  upon 
me,  as  it  has  heretofore  been,  it  becomes  my 
dn^  to  reoommend  to  office  whenever  vacan- 
cies happen  and  I  am  applied  to  for  the  pur- 
pose. For  one  I  would  be  verv  glad  to  vote 
tor  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  WiLLAUi,]  to  require  a  member  of  Con- 
gress not  to  interfere  at  all  in  appointments 
in  the  Departments  here  unless  requested 
so  to  do  by  the  heads  of  Departments. 

Wa  oould  legislate  here  to  some  more  pur- 
pose, in  my  judgment,  than  by  merely  adopt- 
ing rules  to  apply  to  the  selection  of  men  tor 
office.  We  might  pass  a  law  that  when  a  man 
has  been  appointed  to  office  he  shall  fulfill  his 
duties  for  the  time  covered  by  his  commission, 
unless  sooner  removed  from  office  for  cause. 
That  would  do  away  with  a  great  deal  of  the 
difficulty  that  we  have  upon  the  subject,  and 
with  a  great  deal  of  the  pressure  that  is  made 
upon  ufl  here.  I,  for  one,  do  not  believe  that 
the  present  qrttem  is  desired  to  be  held  on  to 
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by  members  of  Congress.  So  far  as  mj  expe- 
rience goes,  a  member  makes  three  persistent 
and  determined  enemies  where  he  makes  one 
warm  friend,  by  his  recommendations  to  office. 
I  believe  members  of  Congress  are  a  great  deal 
weaker  with  this  patronage,  as  it  is  termed, 
than  they  would  bo  without  it,  inasmuch  as  au 
enemy  will  labor  twice  as  hard  as  a  friend. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  to  reduce  the ' 
appropriation  proposed  by  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  sum  of  $10,000.  Last  year 
we  appropriated  $10,000  for  the  salaries  of 
these  commissioners,  and  that  amount  will 
carry  them  on  to  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal 
year.  I  know  that  some  pretty  good  offices 
were  created,  and  I  might  be  willing  that  they 
should  be  continued  for  another  year.  But 
that  is  as  far  as  I  can  go.  I  hope  that  by  the 
end  of  another  year  they  will  give  us  a  system 
that  will  secure  respect.  If  the  object  of  this 
appropriation  is  to  put  in  force  the  rales  which 
have  oeen  devised  by  these  commissioners, 
then  I  want  some  gentleman  to  get  up  ana 
say  that  the  rules  of  themselves  are  wise  and 

S roper  in  every  particular.     My  friend  from 
>hio  [Mr.  Gabfibld]  says  that  the  plans  pro- 
DOsed  are  crude 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     Some  of  them. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Then  let  the  gentleman 
say  whether  in  his  judgment  he  commends  the 
particular  rules  upon  which  I  am  commenting. 
He  has  not  so  said; 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  We  have  not 
got  them  yet.  I  cannot  condemn  them  or 
commend  them. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  do  not  know  whether 
the  gentleman  has  them  or  not.  I  know  that 
thev  have  been  published  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  land;  they  have  been  printed 
in  a  congressional  document.  They  were  put 
in  force  for  a  time  and  were  then  suspended, 
the  Departments  themselves  and  the  President 
agreeing  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  and 
my  friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Wakeman] 
in  the  conclusion  that  the  regulations  were 
impracticable,  and  would  be  a  nirce  if  carried 
out.  I  am  willing,  however,  in  order  that  the 
gentlemen  constituting  the  civil  service  board 
may  search  for  a  proper  system,  to  assent  to 
an  appropriation  of  $10,000  to  pay  them  for 
another  year. 

Bat  I  say  that  the  outcry  which  goes  oat 
to  the  people  with  reference  to  the  corrup- 
tions in  the  administration  of  General  Grant 
is  fomented  by  a  crowd  of  blackmailers  in  the 
city  of  Washington  and  around  this  Capitol. 
Men  concoct  lies,  and,  by  means  of  slanderous 
newspapers,  bring  them-  to  the  attention  of 
Congress ;  and  Congress  has  been  weak  enough 
to  give  vitality  to  those  slanders  by  referring 
them  to  committees  to  be  investigated.  This 
Congress  may  be  called  a  Congress  of  investi- 
gations. In  all  these  investigations  there  has 
been  found  in  scarcely  any  instance  anything 
reflecting  upon  the  honor  or  integrity  of  our 
departmental  officers,  or  anything  showing  the 
corruption  so  much  declaimed  about. 

Now,  sir,  narrow-chested  men  say  to  ns, 
**We  must  pass  this  appropriation ;  we  must 
make  some  show  of  believing  in  civil  service 
reform  for  fear  of  what  they  may  say  of  us 
at  Cincinnati.''  Sir,  I  take  no  counsel  from 
our  enemies.  I  certainly  take  no  counsel 
from  traitors.  The  men  who  desire  the  dis- 
ruption of  the  Republican  party,  and  who  go 
to  Cincinnati  to  lay  their  plans  with  Demo- 
crats in  order  to  concoct  some  scheme  by 
which  the  Republican  party  may  be  arrested 
in  its  beneficent  mission,  are  not  the  men 
whose  opinions  I  care  for  or  from  whom  I 
would  take  counsel. 

The  administration  of  General  Grant  is  to 
be  judged  by  its  great  success ;  by  its  reduc- 
tion of  the  national  debt  to  the  extent  of 
$300,000,000 ;  by  the  economy  which  has  pre- 
vailed every  Department  of  the  Government ; 
by  the  removal  of  men  who^  under  Johnson's 
administration,  had  their  hands  ap  to  the  elbows 


in  the  public  Treasury,  filching  the  money 
obtainea  by  taxation  of  the  people.  The  ad- 
ministration of  General  Grant  has  made  itself 
illustrious  by  restoring  peace  throughout  the 
South.  Every  gale  that  comes  from  the  South 
no  longer  brinss  to  our  ears  the  shrieks  of 
victims  of  the  Ku  Klux,  going  at  night  upon  the 
highways,  masked  and  diseuised  like  cowards 
to  prey  upon  defenseless  Unionists,  white  and 
black.  These  things  have  been  suppressed  by 
the  strong  arm  of  the  law,  and  by  the  fear  of 
the  military  power  of  the  Government.  We 
have  now  something  far  more  tolerable  than 
the  condition  of  things  which  existed  when 
this  Administration  was  inaugurated. 

If  gentlemen  want  to  go  before  the  people 
with  a  cause  which  shall  prevail,  1  say  to  them 
that  this  is  not  to  be  done  by  glittering  gener- 
alities instead  of  substantial  results ;  it  is  not 
.to  be  done  by  inscribing  on  your  banner  a 
mere  phrase  like  '*  civil  service  reform."  It 
is  to  be  done  by  pointing  to  the  real  civil  ser- 
vice reform  which  has  been  wrought  in  the 
Government  by  this  Administration.  It  is  to 
be  done  by  pointing  to  the  fact  that  while 
under  the  administration  of  Andrew  Johnson 
the  public  debt  was  increasing,  the  present 
Administration,  during  the  first  month  after  it 
was  inaugarated,  paid  off  $500,000  of  that 
debt,  and  within  three  months  the  reduction 
amounted  to  $14,000,000;  and  it  has  been 
steadily  reduced  month  afler  month,  until 
now  the  aggregate  reduction  reaches  within  a 
few  dollars  of  three  hundred  million.  And 
this  has  not  been  done  by  means  of  heavier 
taxation  levied  on  the  people.  On  the  con- 
trary, we  have  at  each  session  of  Congress 
reduced  in  some  way  or  other  the  burdens 
which  were,  resting  apon  the  shoulders  of 
the  people.  We  have  reduced  taxation, 
thereby  bringing  less  into  the  Treasury,  but 
by  our  economy  more  than  makine  up  this 
deficit,  and  so  reducing  the  debt.  These  and 
other  beneficent  measures  of  this  Administra* 
tion  are  the  claims  of  the  Republican  party 
to  national  confidence.  The  late  elections 
show  that  the  people  have  that  confidence. 
With  sach  a  record  neither  Democratic  foes 
nor  disapi>ointed,  deserting  Republicans  can 
prevail  against  it. 

This,  sir,  I  repeat,  is  the  basis  upon  which 
you  mast  go  before  the  people,  and  not  by 
cringing  before  a  coq.vention  of  traitors  at 
Cincinnati,  and  begging  them  to  prescribe  the 
policy  on  which  a  great  national  party  should 
^o  before  the  country.  I  spit  iipon  any  such 
idea. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SHANES.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  think  there 
has  been  introduced  into  this  House  two  speci- 
mens of  what  we  in  the  West  would  call  hum- 
buggery.  One  proposed  to  repeal  the  law  au- 
thorizing the  franking  privilege,  and  the  other 
is  now  before  the  House.  I  cannot  conceive 
for  a  moment  why  Congress  should  spend  its 
time  and  propose  to  spend  the  people's  money 
to  carry  out  that  provision  of  law  which  was 
originated  for  a  special  purpose,  and  which  we 
ought  not  now  to  attempt  to  put  into  force. 
The  cry  and  excitement  for  the  abolition  of  the 
franking  privilege  was  got  up  by  a  single  indi- 
vidual for  his  own  purpose.  It  has  gone  on  until 
the  excitement  has  permeated  almost  every 
department  of  the  Government.  This  thing  of 
so-called  civil  service  reform  was  got  up  in 
the  interest  of  a  part^  whose  object  it  was  to 
embarrass  the  operations  of  the  present  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government.  It  was  forced 
on  the  House  in  an  evil  hour  at  the  very  close 
of  the  session,  when  it  did  not  receive  the  con- 
siderpition  it  deserved. 

The  President  in  attempting  to  carry  it  out 
has  simply  acted  in  the  discharge  of  his  con- 
stitutional duty  under  the  law  which  we  care- 
lessly passed,  and  which,  as  it  has  turned  out, 
we  most  unwisely  passed.  So  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  shall  cast  my  vote  for  not  one  dollar 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  oat  a  measure  which,  so  far  as 


we  have  seen,  has  nothing  to  recommend  i:;: 
the  way  of  any  good  to  the  Govcrnmpiiir , 
the  people,  and  the  only  result  of  wkieh  u 
create  an  expenditure  of  public  moDej  oi- 
the  Treasury  with  no  returning  good  t'<  u!' 
body.     This  excitement  has  been  hetii.t> 
created,  and  I,  for  one,  am  unwilling  to  ^i.;? 
money  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Treasart  of  ti« 
United  States  to  keep  up  that  exciiemefii  I 
am   opposed  to  the  measure,  and  shaii  m? 
against  the  pending  amendment  ofth«S«B&u. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Will  the  gemlemta .:: 
me  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  will  answer  sdj  qoerti  i 
he  may  ask  me. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Did  not  General  Gris; 
in  his  message  recommend  the  civil  Krri<> 
reform  for  which  the  present  approprittic>!i  -^ 
asked  ? 

Mr.  SHANKS.  General  Grant  did  not  is- 
augurate  the  measure. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  am  not  askiiig  tkt 
question. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  will  answer  the  itnlkfau 

auestion  if  he  will  be  quiet    Generai  G»m 
id  not  inaugurate  the  measure*,  it  wuiui: 
gurated  in  this  House  after  the  pnbiic  tnd, 
through  the  means  of  the  public  press  a&dfcf 
publications  emanating  from  this  Hoa».  '^ 
been  filled  with  excitement  in  refereoc«toL'- 
subject.     The  cry  was  continually  referb-i 
ing  all  over  the  country  charging  fraod  td 
corruption,  and  in  this  way  the  law  (an*;- 
pass  through  this  House.     We  have  nm''} 
seen  that  the  returning  wave  of  this  excitexcU 
settles  forever  the  falsity  of  all  these  clar?- 
of   falsehood    and    corruption,   and  ju?:^ 
has  finally  been   done  upon  the  ongiuiit^ 
of  those  charges   against  the  officers  of  t^ 
Administration.     General  Grant  merely  ac*: 
in  accordance  with  his  duty  in  carryin?  i- 
the  law  enacted  by   Congress.    He  dia  >' 
originate  the  measure,  but  it  was  originit<ri.! 
Congress ;  and  I  hope  we  willgiveitafioisi*.' 
blow   by  refusing  to  appropriate  the  moBfj 
asked  in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate. 
[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 
Mr.    POTTER.      I  move  to  redace  tu 
amount  $8,000  in  order  merely  that  I  aaj 
ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  the  gentleman  m 
Indiana  means  by  measures  of  humbufferj 
He  says  that  the  movement  which  pren  1-^ 
throughout  the  United  States  two  year*  t' 
reaching  every  member  of  Congress  jo  t* 
place  and  in  his  home,  to  abolish  tbeto. 
ing  privilege,  was  initiated  for  the  ^^}J' 
an  individual.     What  individual,  pray?  «  « 
set  on  foot  and  organised  the  expression  t 
that  general  feeling  of  the  countiyiD  resK- 
of  this  abuse  but  the  Postmaster  Genera  ^ 
this  Government,  one  of  the  President  s  sdy^ 
ers,  one  of  the  heads  of  the  Cabinet,  ac^* 
chief  of  the  gentleman' sown  party?   l^o*s^;' 
member  from  Indiana,  upon  hia  responwbih'F' 
in  his  place  here,  say  that  this  mopemety 
abolish  the  franking  privilege  was  set  afoot  w 
the  personal  benefit,  as  I  understood  bim-f' 
the  Postmaster  General,  and  was  noibmgt 
a  practical  humbug,  and  not  foranygow  P^ 
pose?    Assuredly  the  gentleman  from  i^a 
ana  [Mr.  Shanks]  does  know  that  "»e '«»! 
ing  privilege  does  cover  abudcs.    He  w  -^ 
too,  that  it  is  used  not  yearly,  but  ^^^^\^. 
daily,  here  and  elsewhere,  to  cover  coidid-^. 
cations  which  are  not  communications  ^n  • 
erence  to  governmenUl  affairs,  W'^'^J^  l°  ^ 
by  law  to  go  free  through  the  mails.  ^*  P  " 
too,  that  the  frank  has  been  open  to  ain  .^^ 
of  abuse,  and  even  to  actual  and  g«°®^  ^ 
gery.    While,  sir,  the  people  of  the  coBotry^ 
content  to  have  the  communications  an   ^^ 
matter  of  the  Government  pass  throof 
mails  at  the  expense  of  the  Oovernmenuv^, 
are  determined,  as  the  gentleman  trom    ^^ 
ana  must  know,  if  he  knows  »f{.^'Sni. 
their  disposition,  that  this  abuse  ot  the  irk- 
ing privilege  shall  be  abolished.  j. 
Mr.  MAYNARD.    Will  th«  «<»''«'?•; 
low  me  to  remind  faim  tJut  th*  prof^" 
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ibolish  the  frankiag  privilege  did  not  origin- 
ate either  in  the  time  of  the  present  Postmaa- 
«r  General,  or  with  him,  but  is  an  old  one, 
lating  from  many  years  oack  ? 

Mr.  POTTEU.  Tme;  bat  the  latest  revival 
3f  the  agitation  of  that  question  was  by  or  at 
the  instigation  of  the  present  Postmaster  Gen- 
eral, and  it  is  to  that  I  nnderst-and  the  gentle- 
man from  Indiana  to  have  referred. 

But  let  us  turn,  sir,  from  the  franking  priv- 
lege  to  the  last  great  public  movement  for 
reform  which  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
Mr.  Shanks]  also  styles  a  great  piece  of 
lum buggery,  civil  service  reform.  Is  there 
ndeed  nothing  in  the  civil  service  to  reform? 
[b  it  true  there  are  no  abuses  in  the  axer- 
:ise  of  the  appointing  powers  of  the  Govern- 
nent?  if  there  are  abuses  in  this  respect — 
iiid  the  people  from  one  end  of  the  country 
o  the  other  oelieve  there  are  great  abuses — if 
.here  are  abuses  resulting  by  the  very  nature 
>f  things  from  our  system  ox  appointment  and 
-emoval,  and  not  merely  from  the  except- 
onal  action  of  the  party  for  the  time  in  power, 
lien  of  all  things  in  the  world  it  is  not  hum- 
buggery  but  wise  legislation  to  attempt  to  cor- 
*ect  such  a  system.  Who  is  there  on  this  floor 
;bat  will  venture  to.  say  that  not  only  in  this 
Administration,  but  in  all  the  Administrations 
,hat  have  preceded  it  for  the  last  twenty  years, 
be  exercise  of  the  appointing  power  of  the 
jirovernment  has  not  been  made  to  a  greater 
>r  less  extent  a  matter  of  abuse?  How  is  it 
possible  that  there  can  be  centralized  in  one 
sity  the  appointment  of  perhaps  forty  thou- 
laud  postmasters,  and  of  as  many,  and  I  pre- 
lum e,  even  more  thousands  of  other  Federal 
ippointees,  who  are  now  employed  by  the 
Government,  and  whose  numbers  are  yearly 
ncreasing,  and  at  the  same  time  this  enorm- 
>nB  central  appointing  power  be  wisely  and 
lonestly  administered  ? 

li\  then,  this  system  by  the  very  nature  of 
things  creates  an  abuse,  whoever  may  be  in 
l>ower,  we  should  put  an  end  to  such  a  sys- 
tem. I  do  not  care  when  the  abuse  first  arose. 
The  abuse  existing  and  being  inherent  in  the 
system,  we  should  do  what  lies  in  our  power 
;o  correct  a  system  leadiug  to  such  great  and 
all -pervading  evil. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  Now,  let  the  gentleman 
Miswer  me  a  question,  as  I  allowed  him  to  put 
%  question  to  me  when  I  had  the  floor.  What 
iS  the  gentleman's  remedy?  Where  does  it 
3nd  place  in  this  proposition?  Where  does  it 
and  place  before  the  country?  What  have 
Lhese  commissioners  told  us  will  settle  this 
difficulty?  They  ask  $60,000— to  do  what?  To 
io  nothing.  And  the  gentleman  has  no  remedy 
'or  it. 

Mr.  POTTBH.  I  thank  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  for  his  interruption.  1  think  there  is 
i  remedy,  and  I  believe  it  will  be  the  only 
>fiicient  remedy. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  Then  you  ought  to  have 
wrought  it  before  the  House. 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Shanks]  is  not,  perhaps,  aware  of  the 
act  that  the  proposition  I  favor  is  before  the 
Llouse,  and  I  hope  will  meet  its  early  approval ; 
ind  that  is,  so  to  alter  the  laws  of  this  Gov- 
imment  that  individuals  filling  the  subordin- 
ite  places  under  the  Federal  Goveriiment  shall 
>e  selected  by  the  choice  of  the  people  in  the 
ocalities  where  they  are  to  serve. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  Oh  I  That  is  not  the  prop- 
>sition  of* the  gentleman  from  New  York.  It 
8  the  proposition  of  mv  colleague  from  the 
ndianapolis  district,  [Mr.  Goburn.] 

Mr.  POTTER.    True,   the  proposition  of 

>oth  of  us,  and  of  the  eentleman  from  Iowa 

Mr.  McCrabt]  also.     But  the  question  jnst 

low  is  not  what  is  the  remedy.    The  question 

s  ill  regard  to  the  disease. 

Mr.  Dawes.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
^ew  York  [Mr.  Pottbr]  to  state  distinctly 
f  he  proposes  to  have  the  people  of  the  Dis- 
rict  of  Cfolumbia  elect  all  the  ofiicers  of  the 
Govern ment  in  this  locality? 


Mr.  POTTER.  Should  they  not  elect  all 
those  officers  who  have  to  do  only  with  the 
discharge  of  the  business  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  itself? 

Mr.  DAWES.  What  is  the  gentleman  to  do 
with  all  the  Government  officers? 

Mr.  POTTER.  The  question  now  is  whether 
Congress  shall  recognize  this  abuse  which  no 
one  denies,  and  seek  as  best  we  can  to  find 
some  remedy  for  it ;  not  what  is  the  best  remedy. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  gentleman  need  not  run 
after  an  ignisfaiuua. 

Mr.  POTTER.  That  there  are  abuses  to  be 
corrected  is  but  too  real. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  do  not  wish  to  prolong 
this  debate,  because  if  we  continue  it  much 
longer  it  will  cost  the  country  more  than  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  the  whole  amount  of  this 
ap|)ropriation.  But  I  wish  to  say  this :  that 
while  I  shall  vote  for  this  proposition,  for  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  as  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  recom- 
mends, for  I  believe  we  should  improve  the 
civil  service  by  all  the  means  in  our  power, 
I  believe  the  civil  service  is  much  better  and 
purer  and  freer  from  corruption  and  robbery 
and  fraud  than  it  has  been  at  any  period  before 
during  the  past  thirty  years.  And  I  will  give 
my  reason  for  it.  Gentlemen  know  that  while 
we  have  plenty  of  investigations  going  on  in 
this  Congress,  not  one  single  dollar  of  the  pub 
lie  money  has  been  proved  to  have  been  taken 
by  a  single  one  of  those  officers  who  have  been 
subject  to  investigation,  and  who  have  received 
their  appointments  under  General  Grant. 

Still,  gentlemen  talk  of  corruption  in  the 
New  York  custom-house,  as  if  no  corruption 
had  ever  existed  there  before.  You  will 
always  find  too  much  of  it.  Yet  you  will  find 
no  Swartwout  under  this  Administration  run- 
ning away  with  more  than  a  million  dollars  of 
the  people's  money,  taken  out  of  the  custom- 
house. You  will  find  no  Price  following  him 
with  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars  more. 
You  will  find  following  him  no  Fowler  in  the 
post  office  of  the  city  of  New  York,  robbing  the 
people  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars, 
taken  from  the  proceeds  of  that  office.  When 
you  do  find  these  things  under  this  Adminis- 
tration, then  sa^  the  New  York  custom  house 
is  worse  than  it  has  been  before.  All  these 
twenty  investigations  hftve  not  proved  yet,  and 
will  not  prove,  that  a  dollar  has  been  robbed 
from  the  people  by  any  one  of  the  leadiug 
officials  appointed  under  this  Administration. 
But  still  an  honorable  gentleman  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  [Mr.  Beck]  rose  vesterday, 
and,  while  an  investigation  was  pending  in  re- 
gard to  the  head  of  one  of  the  Departments. 
Uie  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  hod  the  very  baa 
taste,  as  it  seems  to  me,  to  make  an  assault 
unon  him  from  mere  newspaper  evidence, 
wnich  he  had  found,  as  claimed  to  be  given 
before  the  committee.  Why,  if  the  gentleman 
relies  upon  newspapers,  I  will  answer  him  by 
an  extract  from  a  paper  on  his  own  side.  The 
Patriot,  a  partisan  paper  belonging  to  his  party, 
comes  out  with  a  leading  article  this  morning, 
saying  that  it  is  a  matter  of  simple  justice  to 
say  that  there  has  been  no  particle  of  evi- 
dence to  sustain  the  charge  of  criminality 
against  the  Secretary  ;  and  still  these  charges 
are  made  here  by  honorable  sentlemen  on  this 
floor.  I  give  the  extract  U-om  the  leading 
column  of  the  Putriot  as  I  find  it  this  morning: 

'*  What  has  taken  place  in  the  inveetiffations  now 
in  progress  u  to  naval  contracts  and  the  sales  of 
arms  ?  As  to  the  former,  no  one  will  suspect  us  of 
especial  sympathy  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
whose  peculiar  modes  of  administration  we  have 
more  than  once  criticised,  but  it  is  one  thiosr  to  err, 
even  mischievously,  in  the  discharge  of  duty— to 
misinterpret,  even  stnpidly,  statutory  duties—and 
it  is  another  to  connive  at  corrupt  jobs  and  be  a 

Early  to  official  plunder.  For  weeks  and  months 
as  the  newspaper  that  has  been  Mr.  Robeson's 
chief  accuser,  in  all  the  offentiveness  of  capitals  and 
leaded  types,  charged  him  in  the  plainest  terms  with 
the  grossest  crimes.  He  has  been  alliterati  vely  styled 
a  *  robber '  and  taunted  as  a  *  thief.'  Investigation 
is  made,  and  it  is  a  matter  of  simple  justice  to  say,  no 
partlole  of  evidence  sustains  these  charges  of  crim- 


inality ;  and  when  the  question  arises  with  whom 
this  grievous  wrong  originated,  the  responsible  ed- 
itor  or  his  informant,  the  former  wraps  himself  up  in 
a  privilege,  and  no  one— not  the  anxious  public,  not 
the  defamed  party-~is  allowed  to  know  anything.  If 
Mr.  C.  A.  Dana,  when  he  charged  Secretary  Robeson 
with  crime,  had  in  his  possession  no  information-c-we 
will  not  say  no  evidence — to  sustain  it,  condemna- 
tion is  due  to  him.  If.  on  the  other  hand,  he  was 
misled  by  his  correspondents,  and  put  in  this  emi- 
nently false  position,  then  no  confidence  should 
protect  him." 

Mr.  Chairman,  there  is  a  demand  among 
the  people  for  the  best  civil  service  reform  we 
can  give  them,  and  I  believe  in  giving  to  this 
Administration  a  fair  trial  to  establish  the  best 
civil  service  reform  in  its  power.  There  can 
be  an  improvement,  there  is  no  question  about 
that,  ana  I  say  it  is  the  duty  of  this  House  and 
this  Congress,  having  called  upon  the  Execu- 
tive to  inaugurate  the  civil  service  reform,  to 
give  him  the  means  of  completing  the  experi- 
ment. 

I  agree  with  gentlemen  that  some  of  the 
rules  heretofore  reported  by  the  committee 
may  prove  to  be  visionary  and  futile ;  but  I 
say  the  experiment  should  be  tried  ;  let  us 
give  the  opportunity  to  the  Executive  to  reform 
the  civil  service,  and  place  in  his  hands  an 
appropriation  necessary  to  do  it. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Barry.  I  renew  it.  Mr.  Chairman, 
I  am  opposed  to  this  appropriation  from  the 
fact  that  I  cannot  conceive  that  it  strikes  at 
the  evil  which  is  attempted  to  be  remedied. 
We  all  know  full  well  that  the  Executive  of 
the  nation  is  responsible  for  his  Cabinet  min- 
isters, and  likewise  for  the  various  commis- 
sioners who  are  responsible  for  the  men  hold- 
ing office  in  clerical  and  other  capacities.  We 
know  full  well  that  the  defaulting  clerks  in  the 
Treasury  Department,  and  elsewhere,  in  short 
all  defaulters,  are  men  who  have  had  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Government  for  years  prior  to 
their  misdeeds,  and  there  is  no  evidence  that 
they  were  not  efficient  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties ;  on  the  contrary,  had  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  the  Administration  and  the  country. 
Again,  we  know  full  well  that  this  law  in  re- 
lation to  civil  service  passed  Congress  by  being 
attached  to  an  appropriation  billby  a  polftical 
trick,  so  that  we  could  not  defeat  it  without 
defeating  the  whole  bill,  and  that  an  appro- 
priation bill  which  we  were  in  duty  bound  to 
pass,  and  therefore  I  do  not  think  the  President 
was  called  upon  to  execute  that  law  in  the 
manner  he  has,  or  that  we  are  called  upon  to 
appropriate  money  for  an  experiment  which 
we  are  all  convinced  will  prove  totally  falla- 
cious. 

The  gentleman  frOm  Vermont  [Mr.  Wil- 
lard]  dwelt  yesterday  at  some  length  upon 
politicians.  Sir,  politicians  have  made  our 
country,  politicians  saved  our  country  during 
the  last  war,  and  to-day  are  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  our  Government,  and 
if  that  gentleman  ever  comes  back  to  the 
House  it  will  be  by  the  assistance  of  poli- 
ticians. If  the  great  Executive  of  the  nation, 
the  great  captain  who  was  eulogized  when  first 
elected,  because  he  was  going  to  steer  clear 
of  politicians  is  reelected,  he  will  need  the  aid 
of  politicians. 

Sir,  in  the  language  of  a  great  Beecher,  it 
is  impossible  to  administer  government  with- 
out politicians,  and  that  is  no  reproach  to  them. 
If  this  experiment  of  the  President  would  strike 
at  the  root  of  the  evil,  then  I  would  vote  for  it. 
I  believe  in  laying  the  ax  at  the  root  of  the 
tree,  and  not  commence  upon  the  branches,  if 
you  want  to  destroy  it ;  and  the  root  of  this 
evil  is  in  the  various  departments  of  this  Gov- 
ernment themselves. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  desire  to  say  a  single 
word  in  opposition  to  this  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  I  have  no  faith  in  this  thing,  not  a 
particle  of  it.  I  am  unable  toigenerate  in  my 
own  mind  any  possible  confidence  in  this 
scheme.  Gentlemen  yesterday  and  to-day 
stood  up  here  in  debate  and  stated  that  while 
they  have  no  confidence  in  this  measure  they 
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would  vote  for  this  appropriation.  Sir,  I  will 
do  nothing  of  the  sort.  If  I  have  no  confi- 
dence in  these  rales  for  civil  service  reform, 
then  I  will  spit  upon  them  and  vote  against 
them. 

I  do  not  claim  that  I  will  be  (|aarreling  with 
General  Grant  or  with  his  administration  if  1 
Oppose  this  appropriation.  You  know,  Mr. 
Chairman,  we  all  know,  how  this  scheme 
originated  on  the  8d  of  March,  1871.  It  was 
an  abortion ;  it  came  into  existence  unhappily 
and  unfortunately.  And  the  men  of  the  party 
who  stood  guard  at  that  hour  did  an  unwise 
thing  when  they  allowed  that  appropriation 
bill  to  be  thus  amended  by  a  provision  legis- 
lating into  existence  a  civil  service  commis- 
sion. I  have  said  that  I  never  would  vote  for 
an  appropriation  bill  that  contained  independ- 
ent legislation,  because  it  would  be  unwise  to 
do  so. 

Now,  I  will  not  admit  that  there  is  this  ne- 
cessity for  this  reform  that  so  many  gentle- 
men talk  about  so  loudly.  I  hold  that  this 
Administration  is  an  impregnable  one;  it 
cannot  be  beaten ;  it  cannot  he  voted  down ; 
and  will  not  be  voted  down  by  the  American 
people  in  the  approaching  contest.  It  went 
through  the  fight  in  New  Hampshire  and 
Connecticut,  and  it  was  there  attacked  in  this 
very  direction,  and  came  out  triuonphant.  I 
believe  with  the  gentleman  from  California, 
[Mr.  Sargent.]  I  like  the  rin^  of  his  voice, 
and  the  position  he  takes  for  his  party,  when 
he  says  that  the  Administration  is  not  called 
upon  to  listen  to  the  cry  of  its  enemies. 

It  must  be  verv  evident  to  every  intelligent 
member  of  this  House  that  this  small  sum  of 
money  is  totally  inadequate  to  carry  out  what  it 
is  professed  we  are  to  secure  by  it.  It  is  pro- 
posed to  give  $50,000,  giving  to  each  State 
out  about  thirteen  hundred  dollars  with  which 
to  organize  an  examining  board.  How  far 
would  $1,300  go  in  the  great  States  of  New 
York  or  Pennsylvania?  Where  are  the  three 
men  of  capacity  and  brains  and  talent  and 
reputation  who  will  serve  a  whole  year  for 
$1,800  in  the  aggregate  ?  And  yet  these  men 
must  sit  ever^  hour  of  the  year  if  they  would 
fill  eivery  position  in  the  great  State  of  New 
York.  Sir,  it  is  a  great  delusion.  I  will  call  it 
a  delusion  ;  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Shanks]  calls  it  a  humbug.  I  will  call  it  a 
delusion,  a  mere  farce,  in  which  I  will  have 
DO  part,  and  for  which  I  will  not  give  my  vote. 

Ihe  committee  rose  informally,  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  the  chair, 

MB8SA8E  f ROM  THB  8BNATK. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stmp- 
SON,  one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed,  without  amendment,  a  bill 
of  the  House  of  the  following  title : 

A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1337)  to  authorize  Wil- 
liam C.  Jardine  to  make  application  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  lor  the  issue  of  -a 
patent  for  his  improvement  in  brake  and  rests 
tor  carts. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  further  insisted  upon  its  disagreement 
to  the  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  bill  of 
the  Senate  (S.  No.  565)  to  extend  the  time  to 
the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  complete  a  road 
from  Lake  St.  Croix  to  Lake  Superior,  and 
asked  a  further  conference  upon  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon ;  and  had 
appointed  Mr.  Howe,  Mr.  Hamun,  and  Mr. 
Stevknson  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  insisted  upon  its  amendment  to  House 
bill  No.  1228,  for  the  relief  of  R.  Nelson  Gere ; 
had  agreed  to  the  conference  asked  by  the 
House  upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  thereon,  and  had  appointed  Mr.  FfiN- 
TON  of  New  York,  Mr.  Nts  of  Nevada,  and 
Mr.  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  as  the  conferees 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passedi  with  ameodmeots,  ia  which 


the  concnrrence  of  the  House  was  requested, 
a  bill  of  the  House  of  the  following  title : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1192)  making  appropria- 
tions for  the  current  and  contingent  expenses 
of  the  Indian  department,  and  for  fulfilling 
treaty  stipulations  with  various  Indian  tribes 
for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1873,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

The  message  also  annnounced  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  passed,  and  requested  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  in,  a  bill  of  the  following  title: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  955)  granting  a  pension  to 
Mary  Ann  Montgonoiery,  widow  of  William  W. 
Montgomery,  late  a  private  in  Texas  volun- 
teers. 

LKGISLATIVa  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  Committee  of  the  Whole  resumed  its 
session. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  It  seems  to  me  there 
is  some  confiision  in  the  committee  as  to  the 
question  before  us.  Some  gentlemen  talk  as 
if  we  were  limiting  our  own  prerogatives  in 
passing  this  appropriation.  I  do  not  so  under- 
stand it.  It  is  the  prerogative  of  the  President 
to  make  appointments ;  and  yet  we  find  him 
willing  to  limit  and  regulate  his  own  powers.  I 
call  the  attention  of  gentlemen  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  to  this  extraordinary  spectacle  of  a 
man  in  office  willing  to  limit  his  own  power, 
and  to  regulate  and  restrict  his  own  preroga- 
tives. Why  is  he  thus  willing  ?  Because  he  rec- 
ognizes what  all  men  feel,  that  here  is  a  great 
evil,  which  requires  a  remedy.  We  all  know 
that  the  customs  and  practices  by  which  ap- 
pointments are  made  and  men  are  turned  out 
of  office  are  a  crying  evil.  We  all  know  that 
the  system  is  utterly  indefensible,  corrupt,  and 
corrupting.  The  last  Congress  invited  the 
President  to  take  hold  of  this  evil,  and  provide 
a  remedy.  He  has  done  so ;  and  he  asks  us 
for  further -aid  in  this  behalf.  .And  now  what 
is  it  that  is  proposed?  Let  us  read  the  amend- 
ment: 

To  en&ble  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
perfect  and  pat  in  force  such  rules  regulating  civil 
service  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  adopted  b7 
him,  $50,000. 

Not  necessarily  the  rules  which  have  already 
been  proposed,  and  those  alone,  but  what- 
ever in  the  course  of  consultation  and  expe- 
rience may  be  found  best  We  are  to  try  the 
experiment.  We  have  invited  the  President 
to  inaugurate  it.  He^n  the  spirit  of  self- 
abnegataon,  has  inaugurated  it.  It  is  an 
attempt  at  a  great  reform  of  an  acknowledged 
evil.  Are  we  now  to  drop  the  attempt?  Be- 
cause we  do  not  like  the  first  fruits ;  because, 
perhaps,  it  has  taken  away  patronage'  from 
some  of  us ;  because  it  has  weakened  some 
of  us  on  the  slippery  foundations  of  political 
fiftvor  on  which  we  stand,  are  we  to  throw 
away  this  ereat  experiment  and  go  back  to  the 
people  and  say  that  we  have  robbed  the  Pres 
ident  of  the  power  to  carry  out  this  reform?  i 
trust  not;  and  I  trust  that  if  we  attempt  to  do 
so  he  will,  in  the  spirit  of  a  hero,  say  to  the 
politicians  who  deprive  him  of  the  means  of 
reform,  that  they  shall  darken  his  doors  no 
more. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  oppose 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman 
from  California,  [Mr.  Sabocvt,]' and  to  sup- 

fort  the  amendment  as  sent  from  the  Senate, 
n  the  few  words  which  I  can  say  on  this  sub- 
ject I  confess,  to  begin  with,  that  I  say  them 
more  for  the  purpose  of  showing  my  faith  in 
a  reform  of  the  civil  service  than  from  any  par- 
ticular effect  which  I  expect  to  produce  by 
speaking.  I  am  not  willing  to  sft  here  and 
hear  gentlemen  who  advocate  a  reform  of  the 
civil  service  denounced  as  enthusiasts  and 
humbugs. 

In  my  simple  faith  that  a  great  reform  may 
be  wrought  in  the  civil  service  it  never  would 
have  occurred  to  me  that  any  man  would  say 
that  there  was  no  room  for  it,  if  I  had  not  sat 
here  day  after  day  and  heard  gentlemen  de- 
Qoaocd  It  M  if  it  wer«  absordf  if  oot  indeed 


something  hostile  to  tiie  QovsmmeDt  \a^ 
There  is  a  difficulty  in  advocating  or  in  t^u.- 
ing  upon  it.  Gentlemen  make  it  a  pcrn^-A, 
thing.  In  my  simple  advoeacj  I  hvt  ;( 
thought  of  imputing  to  any  member  oq  li.) 
floor  dishonor  or  unfairness.  I  hiTis^m;;! 
gone  upon  the  ground,  open  to  the  world,  {ji. 
abuses  do  exist.  If  I  were  permitMd  to  mi? 
to  some  remarks  made  here  to-day,  I  ik^j 
say,  *^  Gentlemen,  you  protest  too  maeb;!., 
enable  us  to  find  the  spot  when  ol'rbia 
grow;  you  disclose  your  case;  yoa  euu.: 
your  motives ;  yon  enable  as  all  to  lee  .a: 
you  are  afraid  of  reform,  that  yoa  do  dm  nu 
a  reform  of  the  civil  service,  and  ia  tiiii  nr 
you  advance  the  cause  that  yoa  oppoteiToi 
advance  it  by  the  ordinary  method  of  tdrajit 
ing  good  causes,  unfair  and  uojuit  deaaocj 
tions.'^ 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  BUTLBR,  of  Massachuastts,  obtiutj 
the  floor. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Will  tiit  ;«t 
tleman  allow  me  have  readat  theOlerk'iddt 
a  passage  from  the  President's  mstatgc? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Irjj 
it  does  not  abridge  my  time. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  the  extract  ii  mi 
it  must  come  out  of  the  gentlemao'i  time. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusstu.  Id^.T 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  call  the  atteotioD  ii  U; 
House  to  the  origin  of  this  l^itlaiioo  fui:i: 
service  reform.  It  was  originated  bj  s  M- 
ator  from  Illinois.  Without  ooe  word  d  ir 
bate  or  explanation,  the  provision  was  p£.ws 
an  appropriation  bill  and  sent  here ;  idI  iIa 
at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  iut ijjf 
of  the  session,  we  were  obliged  to  paaitdr 
lose  the  bill. 

Now,  sir.  the  President  could  do  ocxLi; 
else  than  wnat  he  did  in  inaaguratiof  Uiiif^ 
tem ;  for  I  look  upon  this  movemsDi  u  i-( 
origin  of  the  Cincinnati  convention.  It  w* 
shrewd  politician's  triok  to  pat  the  Prucn: 
in  such  a  position  that  if  he  did  notiaioiiA'- 
it  he  coula  be  attacked,  and  if  ha  did  iDui> 
rate  it  and  failed  he  could  still  be  tsxiciti 
And  we  fell  into  that  trap.  The  Pr«fiM' 
did  the  very  best  he  ooald.  Hs  hai  de^:^ 
strated  to  the  country  and  to  the  tttis^'f-: 
of  every  man  that  there  is  notbiog  b)be{'' 
in  civil  service  reform  out  of  mere  coapeuu'* 
examination,  out  of  the  mere  method  of  «>'^'«' 
tainiog 'the  intellectual  and  nottbta:^ 
qualities  of  officeholders.  There  n  ix-'-  < 
mau  in  this  House,  with  perhaps  theexftf^'^ 
of  one  gentleman,  who  comes  from  Cu : 
nati  where  this  thing  sprung  from  lo  the  itt 
turned-out  Secretary  of  the  Interior-^  "* 
is  not  anybody  else  in  this  House,  in  ojj--- 
ment,  and  I  accord  to  them  full  parity  ^  >• 
tive 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  The  genUemaa  lun^r 
utes  too  much  honor  to  the  Ute  SecrettfT>^ 
Uie  Interior. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachnsetta.    Uf^-' 
know  but  it  came  from  there  and  v>fi/ 
there.    It  began  at  Cincinnati  and  it  vi-  <^* 
at  Cincinnati. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  gentleman  i  b5. 
has  expired. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  tbtf  •• 
extract  be  read  from  the  PresideDt'iiBCi>^- 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massaohaaetti.  I  *^ 
to  finish  my  sentence. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Obio.  I  gifj  « "P  ^  ^ 
ask  no  favor  and  I  give  none. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachosetta.  Tbtf« 

all  give  it  up.  .    ^ 

Mr.  DAWES.  As  the  appropriation- 
of  last  Congress  has  been  referred  (o,  i  f^ 
to  say  a  few  words.  , .   ^ 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  os  thM  P»r 
osition  has  been  exhausted.  ^^. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  ask  unanimoM  «»* 
for  five  minutes.  .  ^^ 

The  CHAIRMAN.  That  oanaot  i»«*^ 
as  the  debate  has  be«ii  olosed  by  ow  ^  ^ 
House. 
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Mr.  DAWES.  I  thought  we  were  in  the 
louse. 

The  CHAIBMAN.  No)  we  are  in  the 
ommittee. 

The  question  recurred  on  the  amendment 
»f  Mn  Sabobnt  to  the  amendment  of  the 
^nme. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  there  were — 
iyes  68)  noes  66. 

Mr.  8AH6BNT  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  SaroshT}  and 
At.  Qarficld  of  Ohio,  were  appointed. 

The  committee  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
'Sported — ayes  92«  noee  69. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  now 
nove  to  strike  oat  the  Senate  amendment, 
18  amended.  Let  ns  not  throw  away  these 
U0,000. 

The  committee  divided ;  and  there  were — 
lyes  106,  noes  62. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  demanded  tellers. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  with- 
Iraw  my  motion. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  then 
ioiicurred  in  as  it  was  amended. 

The  Clerk  read  the  ninety-second  amend- 
aent  aa  follows : 

Sko.6.  That  the  pablio  groands  sarroondioff  the 
/upitol  shall  be  ealarged  (according  to  the  plan  ap- 
TOTod  by  the  Commlttoefl  on  Public  Buildin  gs  of 
be  Senate  and  Homm  of  Re  pretentatiree,  reapeot- 
eely.  which  plan  it  hereby  directed  to  be  depoai- 
ed  in  the  custody  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
lor)  by  extension  between  First  street  east  and 
fini  street  west,  ia  the  following  manner  t  north- 
rardly  to  the  south  side  of  North  B  street*  and 
oatbwardly  to  the  north  side  of  South  B  street,  in- 
ladinir,  In  addition  to  so  much  of  the  reservations, 
iTennee,  and  etreeii  as  are  neeeesary  for  such  exten- 
ion,  the  two  tquares  designated  on  the  plan  of  the 
ity  of  Washington  as  numbers  687  and  688. 

Sso.  7.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary 
>f  the  laterlor  to  parehase,  ttom  the  owner  or  own- 
in  thereof,  at  such  prioe,  not  exceeding  its  actual 
'.ash  value,  as  may  be  mutually  agreed  on  between 
be  Secretary  and  stich  owner  or  owners,  and  not 
ixoeediag  the  appraisal  made  by  the  commission  of 
kine  in  their  report  to  Robert  Ould,  United  States 
listrict  attorney  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the 
Ist  day  of  January,  1861,  such  private  property  as 
nay  be  neoessary  for  earrying  this  aet  into  effect, 
h9  value  of  the  property  so  purchased  to  be  paid 
o  the  owner  or  owners  thereof,  out  of  any  money 
n  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  on 
he  reqnisitioa  of  said  Secretary:  Protidedy  That 
>efore  such  payment  shall  be  made,  the  owner  or 
>wner8  of  the  property  purchased  shall,  by  good  and 
(uflicient  deed  or  deeds,  in  due  form  of  law,  and 
ip proved  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  United 
States,  fully  release  and  convey  to  the  United 
States  all  their  and  each  of  their  several  andrespect- 
ve  rightii  ia  said  titles  to  snob  lands  and  property 
lo  purehued. 

bKO.  8.  That  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall 
lot  be  able  to  agree  with  the  owner  or  owners  of 
my  private  preperty  needed  for  the  purposes  of 
,bi:i  lict  apon  the  prtee  to  bo  paid  therefor,  or  if  for 
fcDV  other  cause  he  shall  be  unable  to  obtain  the 
itie  to  any  such  property  by  mutual  agreement  with 
be  owner  or  owners  thereof,  it  shall  oe  his  duty  to 
nake  applioation  to  the  supreme  oonrt  of  the  Dis- 
rict  of  Columbia,  which  court  is  hereby  authorised 
ind  required,  upon  such  application,  in  such  mode. 
md  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  it  may 
Mlopt,  to  make  a  Just  and  equitable  appraisement 
»f  the  cash  value  of  theseveral  interests  of  each  and 
iTery  owner  of  the  real  estate  and  improvements 
hereon  neeeaiary  to  be  taken  for  the  public  use  in 
usoordanoe  with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  and  to 
rbich  the  Secretary  has  been  unable  to  obtain  the 
itle  by  mutual  agreement  with  the  owner  or  owners 
hereoC 

Sko.  9.  That  the  fee-simple  of  all  premises  so  ap- 
propriated for  public  use,  of  which  an  appraisement 
ball  have  been  made  under  the  order  and  direction 
»f  said  court,  shall,  upon  payment  of  the  owner  or 
iwners  ree|»eetively,  of  the  appraised*  value,  or  in 
4iee  the  said  owner  or  owners  refuse  or  neglect  for 
ifteen  days  after  the  appfaisement  of  the  cash  value 
»f  said  lands  and  improvements  by  said  eonrt  to 
lemand  the  same  from  the  Secretary  ofihe  Interior, 
il>on  depositing  the  said  appraised  value  in  the 
aid  court  to  the  credit  of  such  owner  or  owners 
espeotively,  be  vested  in  the  United  States.  And 
be  Seoretsu^  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  authorised 
>od  re<^nirea  to  pay  to  the  several  owner  or  owners 
espeetively,  the  appraised  value  of  the  several 
^remieea  as  speeified  in  the  appratsement  of  said 
ourt,  or  pay  into  court  by  deposit,  as  hereinbefore 
trovidcd,  the  said  appraised  values;  and  the  sum 
tecessary  fbr  such  purpose  is  hereby  appropriated 
•at  of  any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise 
•pproprlated :  Pn^oidedt  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
nterior  is  hereby  authorised  to  sell  at  public  auo- 
Ion  such  materials  in  the  buildings  in  squares  Nos. 
87  smd  688  as  are  not  necessary  for  the  public 
rorka  in  this  Distriot;  and  further,  that  the  moneys 


realised  by  such  sales  shall  be  applied  to  the  im- 
provement and  extension  of  the  Capitol  grounds. 

Sec.  10.  That  said  court  may  direct  the  time  and 
manner  in  which  possession  of  the  property  con- 
demned shall  be  ta|cen  or  delivered,  and  may,  if 
necessary,  enforce  any  order  or  issue  any  process 
for  giving  possession.  The  costs  occasioned  by  the 
Inquiry  ana  assessment  shall  be  paid  by  the  United 
States,  and,  as  to  other  costs  which  may  arise,  they 
shall  be  charged  or  taxed  as  the  court  may  direct. 

Stc.  11.  That  no  delay  in  making  an  assessment 
of  compensation,  or  in  taking  possession,  shall  be 
occasioned  by  any  doubt  which  may  arise  as  to  the 
ownership  of  the  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  or 
as  to  the  interests  of  the  respective  owners,  but  in 
such  casee  the  oonrt  shall  require  a  deposit  of  the 
money  allowed  as  compensation  for  the  whole  prop- 
erty or  the  port  in  dispute.  In  all  cases,  as  soon  as 
the  United  States  shall  have  paid  the  compensation 
assessed,  or  secured  its  payment,  by  a  deposit  of 
money,  under  the  order  of  the  court,  possession  of 
the  property  may  be  taken. 

See.  12.  That  the  Washington  and  Georgetown 
Railroad  Company  and  the  Metropolitan  Railroad 
Company  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  required  to  re- 
move their  tracks,  respectively,  from  the  Capitol 
grounds,  as  hereby  established,  and  run  the  same 
as  they  may  be  direoted,  from  time  to  time,  by  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  pnblie  buildings  and  grounds, 
as  the  grading  and  filling  up  of  said  grounds  may 
render  necessary. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  This  ninety- 
seooud  amendment  of  the  Senate  consists  of 
several  sections,  which  provide  for  the  con- 
demnation and  purchase  by  the  Qoverament 
of  the  United  States  of  two  squares  east  of 
the  Capitol  lying,  repectively  north  and  south 
of  the  public  grounds  immediately  in  front  of 
this  building.  This  has  been  the  subject  of 
discussion  m  Congress  since  1861)  at  which 
time  proceedings  were  had  to  ascertain  the 
value  of  these  grounds  with  a  view  to  adding 
them  to  our  public  grounds.  The  subject  was 
laid  over,  but  two  or  three  times  since  it  has 
been  brought  up  in  the  House.  At  the  last 
session  of  Congress  the  Senate  put  on  the  same 
amendment.  Those  two  squares  amount  to 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  square 
feet  of  ground,  and  it  is  estimated  it  will  cost 
in  the  neighborhood  of  half  a  million  dollars. 

The  assessments  made  by  the  city  authori- 
ties on  these  gronnds  amount  to  about  three 
hundred  and  nfly  thousand  dollars  and  the 
opinion  has  been  expressed  before  the  Com- 
mittee, by  geutlemen  who  are  familiar  with 
the  facts,  that  an  increase  to  the  sum  of  half 
a  million  dollars  would  probably  be  the  total 
cost  for  the  property  so  sul^ected  to  con- 
demnation lor  public  nses. 

It  is  said,  on  the  one  hand,  that  since  the 
Government  gave  the  first  intimatiou  in  1861 
that  it  desired  to  take  possession  of  that  prop- 
erty, the  interestsof  all  parties  concerned  have 
been  paralyzed  by  the  uncertainty  hanging  over 
their  decision. 

The  Committee,  after  oarefully  considering 
the  question,  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
they  would  ask  the  House  to  non-concur,  not 
merely  as  a  formal  matter,  but  as  the  expres- 
sion of  the  sentiment  of  the  House,  so  that  when 
this  matter  goes  to  the  conference  committee 
the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House  may 
kuow,  as  far  as  a  vote  can  let  them  know, 
what  the  wishes  of  the  House  are  in  this 
regard.  Of  course  a  confereooe  must  be  free 
and  without  instruction  ;  but  I  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  matter,  so  that  when 
the  vote  is  taken  it  may  be  in  some  manner 
an  index  of  what  the  House  intends  to  do.  I 
have  no  doubt  that  some  day  or  other  those 
two  squares  will  belong  to  the  Government 
property  here.  But  it  seems  to  me,  in  the  first 
place,  a  bad  practice  to  put  in  an  appropriation 
bill  a  measure  of  this  sort.  These  provisions 
ought  to  be  in  a  distinct  bill,  where' the  whole 
subject  can  be  debated  on  its  own  merits. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Gabfikld]  one  question.  If 
this  purchase  must  sooner  or  later  be  made  by 
the  Government,  will  not  the  rise  in  value,  on 
the  strength  of  that  belief,  be  more  than  the 
interest  on  this  appropriation  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  may  be 
true.  But  the  property  has  not  been  rising  in 
value  since  1861  at  anything  like  the  rate  at 
which  the  surrounding  property  has  been  ris- 


ing in  value.  It  ought  to  be  conceded,  how- 
ever, that  this  very  naturally  results  from  this 
question  of  doubt  hanging  over  it.  We  have 
been  informed  that  only  $25,000  of  betterments 
in  the  way  of  buildings  have  been  put  on  those 
two  squares  since  1866,  for  the  reason  that 
men  will  not  risk  their  money  on  ground  the 
value  of  which  hangs  by  so  uncertain  a  tenure. 
For  my  own  part,  I  should  have  preferred  doing 
something  to  put  these  two  public  squares  in 
the  general  reservation,  if  the  people  of  this 
District,  and  the  Congress  with  the  people,  had 
not  shown  their  disposition  to  entertain  the 
future  possibility  of  cutting  our  public  grounds 
in  two  by  substantially  giving  away  for  noth- 
ing one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  square 
feet  of  ground. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  would  like  to  un- 
derstand from  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
what  amount  (/(*  expenditure  there  would  likely 
be  under  this  provision  ? 

Mr.  G ARFl  ELD,  of  Ohio.  We  cannot  tell. 
This  provision  is  for  the  condemnation  of  the 
property.  The  estimate  is  that  it  will  amount 
to  about  half  a  million  dollars. 
Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  For  the  real  estate  7 
Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  would  be 
the  entire  amount. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
last  word,  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  if  this 
measure  had  been  adopted  twenty  years  ago, 
the  time  when  it  was  determined  to  enlarge 
the  Capitol,  it  would  have  cost  the  Government 
probably  not  one  fourth  part  of  the  amount 
which  it  will  cost  now.  And  it  will  not  cost 
now  one  fourth  part  of  what  it  would  cost  the 
Government  perhaps  five  or  ten  years  from 
this  time.  We  may  as  well  decide  now  as  oyer 
where  we  will  have  the  public  grounds  aronnd 
the  Capitol  extend.  That  the  American  people 
will  ever  consent  that  the  grounds  aronnd  this 
building  shall  remain  as  they  are  now,  or  in 
anything  like  the  same  general  condition  as 
they  are  in  now,  surrounded  by  unsightly  build- 
ings, and  in  a  generally  dilapidated  state,  for 
any  great  length  of  time,  I  have  not  the  slight- 
est idea.  We  owe  it  to  the  country  of  which 
this  ia  the  capital,  we  owe  it  to  the  self  respect 
of  the  American  people  that  we  shall  take  early 
and  prompt  action  in  removing  now  what  is  a 
disgrace,  and  a  disgrace  which  stares  every  man 
in  the  face  who  comes  to  the  city  and  stops  at 
the  foot  of  Capitol  hill. 

I  trust  that  the  House  will  oodperate  with 
the  Senate  in  this  amendment — and  I  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  expressing  that  opinioa^-Hind 
in  the  carrying  into  effect  what  is  a  well- 
digested  and  mature  plan,  having  the  approval 
of  the  Committees  op  Public  Buildings  and 
Grounds  of  the  two  Houses ;  a  plan  which  has 
had  the  approval  of  every  committee  and  of 
every  one  who  has  made  an  examination  of 
the  matter  by  order  of  Congress,  and  which 
has  been  postponed  only  because  it  would  cost 
a  considerable  present  snm  of  money. 

The  postponement,  as  I  have  already  ob- 
served, has  cost  the  Government  too  much, 
and  if  it  is  postponed  further  it  will  cost  us 
a  good  deal  more.  It  is  a  thing  that  will  ulti- 
mately be  done,  and  if  we  do  not  do  it,  if  we 
are  not  capable  of  doing  it,  our  successors 
will  be  capable  of  rising  to  the  height  of  the 
question,  and  will  do  it.  There  is  no  build- 
ing anywhere  of  anything  like  the  importance 
of  this  public  building  Uiat  is  surrounded  by 
such  shabby  premises  as  surround  this  Capi- 
tol. We  ought  twenty  years  ago  to  have  con- 
demned this  property  and  paid  for  it  such 
sum  as  might  have  been  agreed  upon,  or  if  we 
could  not  agree  upon  any  price,  by  some  judi- 
cial process  the  price  of  the  surrounding  prop- 
erty could  have  been  settled.  Then  the  sur- 
rounding property  would  have  gone  into  the 
market  and  would  have  been  bnilt  npon  and 
improved,  instead  of  the  unsightly  structures 
which  now  surround  the  Capitol.  I  under- 
stand that  under  the  rules  tne  first  question 
will  be  upon  concurring  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  and  I  trust  that  the  amendment 
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will  prevail.     I  novr  withdraw  the  amend 
moot. 

Mr.  STORM.  Mr.  Ghairmaa,  I  renew  the  \ 
amendment.  I  ..rise  simply  to  say  1  hope 
the  House  will  concur  in  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to 
non-concur  in  this  amendment.  I  do  not  see 
the  use  of  our  buying  lands  to  enlarge  the 
pronnds  around  the  Capitol  when  we  are  giv- 
ing lands  away  to  corporations  for  nothing. 
I  do  not  believe  in  the  policy  of  paying  large 
sums  of  money  for  valuable  tracts  of  lands  or 
squares  in  this  city,  and  then,  by  a  vote  of 
the  House,  giving  them  all  away  to  rich  cor- 
porations. I  am  afraid  that  if  we  enlarge 
the  grounds  upon  the  east  side  of  the  Capi- 
tol it  will  only  excite  the  cupidity  of  some 
rich  corporations,  and  they  will  come  here 
and  get  them  as  a  gratuity.  The  great  diffi- 
culty in  improving  the  groutids  around  the 
Capitol  is  that  we  have  allowed  the  railroad 
companies  to  build  depots  too  close  to  us, 
and  driven  away  all  improvements  that  would 
adorn  the  lands  around  the  Capitol.  If  we 
pursue  the  policy  which  was  adopted  by  the 
House  last  week,  the  further  extension  of  the 
grounds  will  rather  injure  than  benefit  the 
Capitol.  Let  us  improve  the  grounds  we 
have,  (and  I  think  we  have  enough.)  Let  us 
settle  the  policy  whether  we  will  continue  to 
give  away  lands  for  nothing  before  we  buy 
any  more  lands. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
man that  he  can  hardly  prevent  the  lands  being 
used  for  some  valuable  and  useful  purposes 
unless  we  take  them  and  improve  them.  He 
would  not,  I  suppose,  follow  the  policy  of 
the  dog  in  the  manger,  the  policy  of  not  usine 
them  ourselves  or  allowing  them  to  be  used 
for  any  other  purpose. 

Mr.  STORM.  I  think  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  wasio  &vor  the  other  day  of  giving 
the  right  to  a  railroad  company  to  build  a 
depot  upon  a  Qovernment  reservation  because 
we  cannot  improve  it.  Now,  let  us  not  buy 
any  more  lands  when  we  cannot  improve  those 
we  already  have. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  propose  to  improve 
the  lands  we  have  and  to  buy  other  lands,  so  as 
to  make  the  grounds  commensurate  to  the 
building. 

Mr.  STORM.  A  portion  of  this  land  was 
given  away  to  the  Baltimore  and  Potomac 
Kailroad  Company. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  if  necessary  we  can  tell 
them  to  get  out  of  the  way.  We  have  got  two 
railroad  companies  now  passing  through  the 
Capitol  grounds,  and  this  amendment  proposes 
that  they  shall  be  removed,  and  whenever  we 
propose  to  improve  any  part  of  the  grounds 
we  nave  retained  the  power  of  removing  these 
railroad  companies  and  letting  them  go  else- 
where. 

Mr.  STORM.  Yon  refused  last  year  to 
improve  these  grounds. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  We  retained  the  power 
to  remove  any  structures  that  may  be  put 
there. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Add  to  section  twelve  these  words : 

And  the  Committee  on  Pablic  Buildings  and 
Grounds  shall  be.  and  is  hereby,  authorised  and  di- 
rected to  cause  the  removal  of  the  locomotive  railway 
track  in  front  of  the  west  entrance  and  the  public 
grounds  adjoining.  All  acts  or  parts  of  acts  incon- 
sistent with  this  provision  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to  vote 
the  appropriation  which  has  been  proposed  by 
the  Senate  in  their  amendment;  but  I  think 
the  removal  of  the  incumbrances  now  upon 
the  Capitol  grounds  ought  to  be  first  provided 
for.  The  privilege  of  running  this  locomotive 
track  along  in  front  of  the  Capitol  was  given 
during  the  war  by  an  act  of  Congresss  in  1863, 
and  it  requires  some  action  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress to  authorize  its  removal.  Sir,  there  is 
not  another  city  in  the  world  where  a  railway 
track  of  this  character  would  be  allowed  to 
stand  in  front  of  the  Capitol  and  the  public 


grounds.  And  inasmuch  as  it  is  proposed  to 
vote  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  extension 
of  the  Capitol  grounds,  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
incumbent  upon  us  to  provide,  at  least  so  far 
as  we  can,  for  the  removal  of  these  obstruc- 
tions  which  are  so  dangerous,  I  may  say  so 
indecent. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  desire  to  say  but  a  few 
words  upon  this  subject.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  war,  as  I  now  recollect,  there  was  not  a 
single  place  where  there  was  a  line  of  contin- 
uous travel  between  the  States  lying  south  of 
the  Ohio  and  the  Potomac,  and  the  States 
lying  north — a  fact  in  connection  with  the 
intercourse  between  the  two  sections  that  very 
often  attracted  my  attention,  and  which  was 
found  to  have  a  great  deal  of  significance. 
During  the  war  that  matter  was  obviated,  and 
several  connecting  lines  were  made.  But  east 
of  the  Alleghany  mountains  this  very  line  of 
railroad,  to  which  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  ap- 
plies, is  the  only  connecting  line  at  present. 
We  have  now  in  contemplation  another  con- 
necting line  of  railroad.  As  soon  as  the  Balti- 
more and  Potomac  railroad  is  completed,  and 
the  structure  we  voted  for  the  other  day  shall 
have  been  brought  in  condition  for  public  use, 
that  will  obviate  the  necessity  for  this  track  so 
far  as  it  is  a  connecting  link.  But  until  that 
is  done  this  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  should  not  go  mto  effect,  be- 
cause it  is  exceedingly  important,  not  only  in 
a  commercial,  but  in  a  social  and  political 
view,  that  the  two  sections  of  the  country  shall 
be  bound  together  by  this  line  of  intercom- 
munication, so  that  a  man  can  take  a  sleeping- 
car,  for  example,  in  the  city  of  Lynchburg  or 
the  city  of  Charlottesville,  and  if  he  chooses 
to  make  the  journey,  find  himself  in  the  morn- 
ing in  one  of  the  northern  cities.  Previous 
to  the  war  such  a  thing  was  impossible.  It  is 
now  possible,  and  is  made  possible  by  this 
very  track  that  the  gentleman  has  frequently 
aimed  at  in  previous  suggestions  he  has  made, 
and  which  he  now  aims  at  by  this  amendment. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  do  not  object  to  a  contin- 
uous railway  communication  between  the  South 
and  the  North,  but  it  cannot  be  necessary 
for  that  communication  that  a  railway  shall 
run  within  twenty  feet  of  the  west  front  of  the 
Capitol  grounds,  a  dangerous  and  improper 
obstruction.  The  ground  voted  the  other  day 
by  the  House  for  a  railway  depot  on  Sixth 
street  does  not  give  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee any  continuous  connection.  When  he 
gets  it  it  will  ^ve  him  just  the  same  connec- 
tion that  he  will  have  if  this  track  in  front  of 
the  Capitol  is  taken  up.  There  is  not  a  city 
nor  a  town  in  the  world  that  would  allow  a 
railway  track,  without  any  public  necessity  or 
convenience  whatever,  to  remain  directly  in 
front  of  the  Capitol  and  the  Capitol  grounds. 
If  we  are  now  going  to  extend  tnese  grounds, 
we  should  provide,  at  least  so  far  as  we  can, 
for  the  removal  of  these  obstructions. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  Debate  upon  the  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  has  been 
exhausted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Banks  to  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate ;  and  it  was  agreed  to,  upon  a 
division — ayes  seventy-five,  noes  not  counted. 

The  question  was  upon  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  as  amended. 

Mr.  WOOD.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  last 
word  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  I  hope 
we  will  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate. I  presume  there  is  really  no  room  for  a 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  of  the 
removal  of  certain  very  obnoxious  incum- 
brances upon  the  grounds  about  this  Capitol, 
and  upon  securing  the  necessary  grounds 
about  the  finest  Capitol  in  the  world. 

In  my  travels  1  have  visited  every  one  of 
the  European  capitals  and  inspected  the  pub- 
lic buildings  there  ;  and  I  feel  justified  in  say- 
ing that  this  is  the  finest  Capitol  in  the  world. 
But,  sir,  no  Government  in  Europe  would  for 


a  day  tolerate,  in  proximity  to  iu  Cap 
buildings,  such  things  as  we  have  viihis  u:; 
of  this  Capitol  from  our  very  wiodov!. 

If  we  delay  the  adoption  of  this  propc^sr^ 
the  cost  of  the  ground  will  in  the  k\Kzi' 
very  much  more  than  it  is  dow.  Wii;>.  q 
are  engaged  in  completing  thia  buildiLf  i^i 
in  penecting  the  embellishments  aad  rs\l 
decorations  with  which  we  are  all  so  Usi\k 
and  of  which  we  are  so  proud,  I  thint  :;i 
the  proper  time  for  us  to  secare  these  m 
blocks  of  ground  and  lay  them  oatio  oniona 
ity  with  the  general  plan  of  improT«me&'j  s 
the  vicinity  of  this  building.  I  bope^  the?e 
fore,  we  shall  avail  ourselves  of  thu  oppor- 
tunity and  agree  to  the  proposiiioD  d  z* 
Senate,  thus  securing  for  the  Goverameiu'iii 
ground  necessary  for  finishing  va.  t  prof^ 
manner  the  surroundings  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  Mr.  CfaainnaA,thecbr 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriaiiosc  '\', 
Garfield,  of  Ohio,]  suggested  as  a  ^vn 
reason  why  this  measure  should  not  be  lir^  - 1 
at  the  present  time,  that  the  House  has  gra&<i 
to  a  railroad  company  the  right  to  use  &  er 
tain  portion  of  the  reservauoo  towani  ut 
President's  House,  nearly  half  a  mile  dii . 
How  there  can  be  any  logical  conoectios  be- 
tween allowing  a  railroad  compsoy  to  cces;t 
for  depot  purposes  a  portion  of  a  nturc*. 
half  a  mile  distant,  ana  a  proposition  to  eaia.*^ 
the  grounds  immediately  sarronodiogtikeiV 
itol,  is  beyond  my  compreheasioo. 

Now,  1  want  to  say  one  word  to  the  fheis 
of  the  measure  just  alluded  to.    I  waot  f . 
support  the  present  proposition ;  for  yoa  .<* 
it  IS  sought  to  be  defeated  ou  accoaot  of  0 
vote  which  you  cast  some  days  ago  npos  tt 
other  question.     1  have  consulted  at  ies^'  :'■ 
of  the  finest  landscape  gardeners  in  thii  &}^ 
try  upon  the  effect  of  the  location  of  a  niln^ 
depot  on  that  reservation ;  and  while  I  aa -' 
at  liberty  to  give  their  names,  I  will  state  tii 
one  of  those  gentlemen — an  author  of  tad 
reputation — gave  it  to  me  as  his  opioioD  ib' 
it  would  not  seriously  impair  the  reserr&L  * 
extending  toward  the  President's  House  N 
one  claims  that  it  would  not  impair  it  s^c- 
what,  but  it  will  not  do  so  seriouslj.  i  ^^^^ 
fore  ask  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  : 
Appropriatians  to  withdraw  the  objection  vitc: 
he  mases  to  this  amendment,  on  the  gK>^^ 
that  the  House  in  its  wisdom  has  deemed  r 
right  to  authorize  the  location  of  a  dep:):  >: 
some  distance  from  the  Capitol.    I  call  ^  >' 
him  not  to  connect  these  measures,  for  t^ 
can  have  no  connection  logically. 

I  wish  now  to  say  a  word  for  my  coDsiiiu^"-' 
This  measure  itself  is  national;  aod  I  an 
glad  there  are  some  members  who  can  t*w » 
broad  view  of  the  question.  Butlocallytli*^' 
ure  to  act  favorably  upon  the  pending  pro^-^-" 
tion  is  a  serious  detriment  to  oar  people-  > 
presentCapitolHilliscutofffromthelowerpir: 

of  the  city,  becanse  we  cannot  make  impww 
ments  around  the  Capitol  until  you  bate  esjac 
lished  the  grades.  We  have  no  right  to  ej^'^ 
a  grade  anywhere  around  these  grounds,  a^ 
we  cannot  go  on  with  the  improvements  pw- 
posed  here  in  the  District,  continning^- 
streets  and  avenues  from  the  lower  part  oti5' 
city  to  the  upper  part,  until  this  qneslion  i^ 
been  finally  determined.  .  , 

There  is  another  reason  in  faror  ot 
proposition.     These   two  squares  which  »  u 
proposed  to  include  in  the  Capitol  groo^ 
are  lying  at  present  useless  to  their  ovoo^ 
The  proposed    enlargement  of  *^*  ^Ih 
grounds  bangs  over  this  property  Uw  *  P*^ 
And  the  effect  is  extended  beyond  these  i 
squares.     Property  immediately  abutting  op^ 
the  squares  proposed  to  be  taken  w  c»b  • 
bought  for  about  the  same  as  prooeity  t^'^^ 
three  squares  distant.     Owners  ot  P'^P^f^i 
the  two  squares  in  question  cwnot  ■«« 
they  dare  not  improve.     You  are  *»®'"'°^  " 
ax  over  them,  neither  improving  or  eniarp^ 
your  grounds  or  allowing  them  *^"^^^« 
ts  not  right  or  just  or  fair  to  ke<»p  these  p«op 
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in  this  condition.  I  am  speaking  now  only 
locally  and  for  the  interest  of  these  people 
most  directly  interested.  Either  make  this 
purchase  now  or  say  it  never  will  be  done. 

If  I  were  to  speak  from  a  national  stand- 
point, I  would  speak  as  some  gentlemen  have 
spoken  here  to-day  with  reference  to  the' effect 
of  this  measure  upon  our  whole  people.  You 
cannot  afford  to  continue  a  building  worth  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  million  dollars  in  the  midst 
of  surroundings  which  you  would  never  toler- 
ate around  your  private  residences.  But  as 
an  investment  the  Governjnent  can  afford  the 
purchase.  The  private  property  in  the  squares 
amounts  to  about  one  third  as  much  as  would 
bti  embraced  in  the  streets,  avenues,  and  alleys 
which  would  be  inclosed  with  the  grounds. 
But  I  do  not  put  the  matter  on  so  low  a  ground. 
We  owe  it  to  the  nation's  honor  to  wipe  out 
this  disgrace  and  relieve  our  country  from  this 
standing  reproach. 

I  venture  to  say  there  is  not  a  member  on 
this  floor  who  owns  a  homestead  who  has  not 
expended  more  money  for  its  surroundings 
than  you  have  expended  here  on  the  sur- 
roundings of  this  magnificent  temple.  It  is  a 
shame  and  a  disgrace  to  your  civilization,  and 
it  is  a  stigma  on  the  national  name  that  it 
fthould  be  allowed  to  remain  here  in  that  con- 
dition, and  that  we  should  hesitate  to  pass  so 
just  and  wise  a  bill.  I  thank  in  behalf  of  my 
people  the  gentlemen  who  have  dared  to  speak 
for  it,  and  I  hope  the  committee  will  vote 
for  it. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WOOD.     I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  SWANN.  I  renew  it.  Mr.  Chairman, 
when  this  subject  came  up  at  the  last  session 
of  Congress  a  similar  amendment  to  the  one 
now  under  consideration  was  proposed  by  the 
Senate.  I  rise,  sir,  to  say  that  I  am  in  favor 
now  as  I  was  then  of  the  purchase  of  these 
squares  so  necessary  to  the  embellishment  of 
this  Capitol.  In  the  first  place,  we  are  under  an 
obligation  to  the  property  holders  around  this 
Capitol  to  give  them  a  definite  answer  as  to 
whetlier  or  not  these  reservations  are  required 
as  necessary  appendages  to  the  improvements 
now  being  projected.  I  quite  agree  with  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr  8torm] 
when  he  expressed  apprehension  that  after  we 
have  purchased  this  property  hereafter  some 
railroad  company  might  come  in  and  claim  a 
subsidy,  as  has  been  done  on  a  former  occa- 
sion. Neither  he  nor  I  can  be  held  responsi- 
ble for  this.  I  can  only  say  that  I  am  opposed 
to  all  these  subsidies.  I  am  for  keeping  the 
Government  property  intact  around  this  Capi- 
tol and  everywhere  else  in  the  city. 

£  consider  it  a  disgrace  that  the  Capitol  of 
this  nation  should  be  kept  in  the  condition  in 
which  it  is  now,  and  in  which  it  has  been  for 
some  time  past.  Since  this  question  was  first 
agitated  here  this  property  has  been  greatly 
enhanced  in  value.  It  is  worth  more  to  day 
than  it  was  last  year,  as  you  will  find  when 
you  come  to  condemn  it,  and  so  it  will  con- 
tinue to  improve.  If  it  be  established  that 
the  seat  of  Government  is  to  remain  where  it 
is,  and  I  believe  there  is  no  question  on  that 
point,  I  hold  the  Government  ought  to  pro- 
cure promptly  all  the  property  necessary  to 
complete  the  plans  to  make  this  Capitol  what 
it  should  be — the  center  of  attraction  of  the 
whole  nation,  as  well  as  a  place  to  be  resorted 
to  and  admired  by  the  people  of  the  whole 
country,  and  not  only  by  our  own  citizens,  but 
by  those  who  visit  it  from  every  part  of  the 
world. 

These  reservations,  sir,  are  necessary  if  you 
mean  to  carry  out  the  plans  projected  with  a 
view  to  the  Capitol  improvement  already  so 
creditable  to  the  nation ;  and  I  say,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  it  is  a  great  mistake  to  suppose  the 
people  are  opposed  to  any  extension  of  these 
grounds  or  to  any  appropriation  of  money 
necessary  to  make  this  Capitol  what  it  should 
be.  They  will  the  rather  applaud  your  action 
as  wise  and  judicious.   On  that  ground  I  shall 


vote  not  only  fbr  the  appropriation  asked  for 
here  to  extend  our  limita  so  as  to  complete 
these  plans,  but  to  whatever  extent  may  be 
necessary  to  make  this  Capitol  attractive  in 
all  its  appointments.  I  think  we  owe  it  to  the 
people  of  this  country  that  the  Capitol  of  the 
nation  should  not  be  kept  in  the  condition  in 
which  it  has  been  for  years  past. 

This  appropriation  is  a  small  one.  At  all 
events,  it  is  not  one  of  such  magnitude  as  to 
interfere  with  the  general  appropriations  of 
the  country.  It  is  one  demanded  for  the  con- 
venience of  the  Representatives  of  the  people, 
and  of  all  who  resort  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment. On  that  ground  I  advocate  it  and  hope 
it  will  be  sustained  by  members  on  both  sides 
of  the  House. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  PEHRY,  of  Ohio.  If  I  understood  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions in  his  remarks  on  this  proposed  appro- 
priation, he  was  rather  in  favor  of  making  it, 
but  felt  it  his  duty  to  call  our  attention  to  the 
tact  that  it  was  a  little  incongruous  to  our  rules 
to  attach  it  to  an  appropriation  bill.  If  I  under- 
stood his  meaning  correctly,  that  embodied  in 
substance  his  objection  to  this  provision  of  the 
bill,  it  was  a  very  proper  thing  for  him  to  call 
our  attention  to.  But  this  measure  was  before 
the  House  last  spring,  and  has  been  before  it 
so  many  times,  and  is  so  well  understood,  that 
it  appears  to  me  that  we  might  as  well  dispose 
of  It  at  once.  If  the  appropriation  is  to  be 
made — and  I  presume  there  is  no  gentleman 
in  this  House  who  does  not  feel  that  sooner 
or  later  it  will  be  made — if  it  is  to  be  made, 
why  should  we  not  make  it  now  and  have  an 
end  of  it?  Why  should  we  not  buy  that  ground 
at  once  before  the  price  rises?  Why  not  let  it 
be  taken  into  a  comprehensive  plan  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Capitol?  This  Capitol  is 
undoubtedly  to  grow  in  some  degree  corre- 
sponding to  the  growth  of  the  country  ;  and 
the  growth  of  the  country  is  to  be  far  more 
magnificent  than  the  grandest  imagination  can 
now  prefigure.  Why  should  we  now  spend 
day  ai^r  day  in  postponing  an  appropriation 
which  we  all  know  must  be  made  ?  I  shall 
therefore  vote  for  the  appropriation. 

The  CHAIRMAN  Debate  on  the  amend- 
ment is  exhausted. 

Mr.  SWANN.  I  withdraw  the  pro  forma 
amendment. 

Mr.  SARGBNT.  I  renew  it,  Mr.  Chairman. 
The  Committee  on  Appropriations  in  passing 
on  this  matter  did  not  design  to  fetter  the  action 
of  its  individual  members  so  that  they  could 
uot  express,  those  of  them  who  desired  so  to 
do,  iheir  concurrence  with  the  Senate  in  this 
legislation. 

I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying — and  my 
friend  from  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee, will  bear  me  out  in  sajring  it — that 
there  was  a  division  of  opinion  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  and  that  it  was  under- 
stood that  some  of  us  who  desired  that  this 
question  should  be  settled,  and  who  thought 
tbat  the  manner  in  which  the  provisions  of  the 
amendment  were  arranged  in  the  Senate  was 
judicious,  could  have  the  liberty  on  the  floor, 
without  the  appearance,  as  in  ordinary  cases 
of  opposing  the  committee,  to  express  our  de- 
sire that  this  matter  should  be  settled  by  an 
appropriation,  and  that  this  work  which  these 
inoividual  members  thought  was  necessaiy 
should  be  inaugurated. 

Now,  sir,  for  one  I  believe  that  I  am  fully 
prepared  to  vote  in  favor  of  this  improvement. 
It  has  been  considered  over  and  over  again  in 
both  Houses  of  Congress.  Generally  it  has 
come  to  us  at  such  a  late  hour  of  a  session  of 
Congress  that  we  have  had  no  time  to,  con- 
sider in  the  House  the  details  of  the  arrange- 
ment or  to  determine  with  ordinary  care 
whether  the  legistation  proposed  would  an- 
swer in  the  end.  On  the  contrary,  it  now 
comes  to  us  when  we  are  not  pressed  by  other 
pu  blic  busi  ness ;  when  there  are  uot  some  seven 
or  eight  appropriation  bills  crowding  ns  as  on 


the  last  night  or  during  the  last  two  or  three 
nights  of  the  session.  It  comes  to  us  at  a 
period  of  the  session  when  we  can  afford  to 
give  ample  time  for  the  consideration  of  the 
subject,  and  the  objection  heretofore  made  to 
passing  this  legislation  on  a  mere  hasty  con- 
sideration does  not  now  exist ;  for  there  is  no 
necessity  for  such  haste  on  this  occasion. 

The  Senate  very  properly  under  its  rules 
legislates  upon  appropriation  bills.  There  are 
some  restrictions,  as  for  instance,  that  an 
amendment  must  be  submitted  to  a  committee 
and  reported  back  from  that  committee.  But 
there  is  nothing  in  the  rules  of  the  Senate 
#hich  prevents  the  Senate,  when  these  mere 
forms  have  been  complied  with,  from  putting 
the  proposed  amendments  upon  a  bill  of  this 
character.  Consequently,  the  amendments 
come  regularly  before  us.  I  have  heard  no 
criticism  of  the  details  of  this  measure.  If  it 
is  desirable  that  the  improvement  be  made, 
then  it  would  seem  to  be  conceded  that  this 
is  the  manner  in  which  it  should  be  done.  I 
think,  sir,  with  the  gentleman  who  represents 
so  ably  the  District  of  Columbia  upon  this 
floor,  that  it  is  a  shame  and  a  disgrace*  that 
these  unsightly  buildings  should  crowd  so  close 
upon  this  magnificent  Capitol. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  before  a  long  while 
measures  will  betaken  in  order  to  sweep  away 
these  unsightly  tenement  houses,  grog-shops, 
and  the  like,  which  crowd  us  upon  one  side 
of  the  Capitol,  and  to  open  those  grounds  so 
that  there  may  be  more  breathing  room,  more 
^opportunity  of  displaying  the  fine  architectural 
proportions  of  this  building.  If  this  is  to  be 
done,  as  has  been  well  suggested,  now  is  the 
time  to  do  it.  It  will  be  better  to  do  it  this 
year  than  the  next,  because  next  year  there 
will  be  a  higher  price  put  upon  this  property, 
while  it  will  be  of  no  higher  value  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. The  object  for  which  the  Govern- 
ment uses  it  will  not  be  enhanced  by  an  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  the  property.  If  this 
year  we  can  save  one  fourth  of  the  amount 
which  we  should  have  to  expend  in  two  years 
from  this  time,  now  is  certainly  the  time  when 
we  ought  to  make  the  appropriations. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Before  asking 
to  close  debate  upon  this  amendment  it  is  due 
to  the  House  that  two  or  three  facts  should  be 
stated,  so  that  they  may  see  the  exact  scope 
of  the  amendment  proposed.  These  two 
squares,  if  purchased  by  the  Government,  will 
enlarge  the  outline  of  the  grounds  by  throwing 
portions  of  several  avenues  and  cross  streets 
into  the  area,  and  thereby  increase  the  grounds 
by  an  amount  considerably  greater  than  the 
two  squares  proposed  to  be  purchased.  These 
two  squares  contain  254,986  square  feet.  The 
avenues  and  streets  which  will  come  into  the 
public  grounds  in  consequence  of  taking  the 
two  squares  will  amount  to  866,617,  or  more 
than  Uiree  times  as  much  as  the  actual  surface 
or  the  two  squares  themselves,  so  that  the 
purchase  of  ttie  two  squares  will  enlarge  the 
area  of  our  public  grounds  by  a  total  of 
1,111,602  feet. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  How  can 
the  taking  of  two  squares  bring  in  so  many 
streets  and  squares? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
will  remember  that  Pennsylvania  avenue  runs 
immediately  across  our  east  front,  and  then 
turns  eastward  between  one  of  these  squares, 
and  the  front  part  and  the  corresponding 
streets  upon  the  opposite  side  also  runs  through 
this  ground.  The  effect  of  this  measure  will 
be  to  shut  up  a  portion  of  Delaware  avenue  on 
the  one  side  and  New  Jersey  avenue  on  the 
other,  and  also  a  portion  of  the  present  course 
of  Pennsylvania  avenue. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  They  are 
all  ours  now 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  No;  they  are 
a  part  of  the  streets  of  the  city.  I  should  state 
further  that  in  1861  the  exact  estimate  of  the 
amount  to  be  paid  for  these  two  squares  was 
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$246,814  90)  That  wiia  the  amount  awarded 
by  a  commisaion,  and  would  have  beea  the 
sum  then  paid  if  the  bill  had  passed  as  it  stood 
at  that  time.  The  assessments  made  for  the 
purpose  of  taxation  this  year  upon  these  two 
squares  amounts  to  $878^481.  What  the  award 
will  be  in  case  this  amendment  passes,  I  can- 
not say,  but  I  fear  it  will  amoant  to  $500,000. 

I  have  now  stated  the  principal  facts  that 
bear  upon  the  case.  I  only  wish  to  say  in 
addition  that  I  agree  with  gentlemen  around 
me  that  it  is  a  shame  that  the  approaches  and 
surroundings  of  this  noblest  and  most  beauti- 
ful of  our  public  buildings,  the  Capitol  of  the 
country,  should  be  in  the  condition  they  now 
are ;  and  a  greater  shame  that  we  have  allowed 
a  portion  of  these  ^[rounds  to  be  delivered  over 
to  a  railroad  corporation.  But  I  remind  the 
committee  of  the  increase  which  this  measure 
will  make  in  our  appropriations.  I  am  anx- 
ious to  keep  the  amount  of  expenditures  as 
low  as  possible.  For  myself,  I  shall  vote  against 
the  amendment,  but  I  have  tried  to  state  the 
case  fairly,  and  I  now  ask  a  vote  of  the  House. 

Mr.  SAKGENT.  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania.  1  re- 
new the  amendment.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  con- 
dition of  the  public  grounds  around  the  na- 
tional Capitol  has  always  seemed  to  me  to  be 
a  national  disgrace.  The  citizen  of  any  por- 
tion of  our  country  who  comes  here  to  the 
Capitol  of  the  nation,  if  he  be  a  stranger,  ex- 
pects to  find  here  a  magnificent  public  building 
surrounded  with  well- cultivated  grounds,  suit- 
able aed  in  accordance  with  the  magnitude  of 
the  building  and  the  dignity  and  character 
and  resources  of  the  nation.  But  when  such 
a  citizen  of  this  great  Kepublic,  or  a  citizen 
of  a  foreign  Government,  comes  to  the  Capitol 
of  the  nation,  instead  of  finding  such  sur- 
roundings and  embellishments,  he  finds  instead 
that  it  is  situated  in  the  midst  of  almost  an 
open  common,  denuded  of  grass,  seamed  with 
gullies,  covered  with  stones,  and  over  which 
etray  horses  and  cattle  may  range  at  their 
leisure,  and  which  seems  to  be  merely  the 
depot  of  a  parcel  of  railroads  that  are  run- 
ning to  and  from  it.  I  repeat,  therefore,  that 
the  condition  of  affairs  as  it  stands  now  is  a 
national  disgrace;  for  even  the  magnificent 
monument  of  the  Father  of  his  Country 
which  stands  in  front  of  this  building  is  pro- 
tected only  by  a  rickety,  tumble-down  wooden 
fence,  not  even  creditable  to  a  farmer's  barn- 
yard, and  that  on  that  square  there  are  one 
or  two  miserable  old  wooden  shanties  in  jux- 
taposition with  that  monument,  so  that  I  may 
say  in  a  word  that  all  the  surroundings  of  the 
Capitol  are  unworthy  of  this  great  nation. 

1  say,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  a  matter 
of  pride  to  the  people  of  the  country,  nay, 
that  they  would  all  rejoice,  if  we  make  the 
moderate  expenditure  which  is  here  pro- 
posed 'y  they  would  all  be  glad  that  we  would 
luvesi  a  small  portion  of  the  people's  money, 
the  portion  that  is  required  for  the  proper 
embellishment  and  adornment  of  the  national 
Capitol.  1  would  have  these  squares  pur* 
chased  for  public  use,  and  instead  of  having 
a  country  tavern  at  one  corner  and  an  eating 
and  drinking-saloon  at  the  other,  I  would 
have  them,  appropriated  as  provided  in  the 
bill  and  the  buildings  razed  to  the  ground, 
the  ground  properly  graded,  planted  with 
trees,  sown  with  grass,  ornamented  with  shrub- 
bery and  flowers,  and  adorned  with  statues,  and 
made  in  ev«ry  way  conformable  in  design  and 
execution  with  suitable  surroundings  of  this 
great  edifice,  so  as  to  be  a  pride  and  pleasure 
to  every  citizen  of  this  country  when  he  may 
choose  to  come  here  and  visit  the  national 
Capitol. 

I  hope,  therefore^  that  there  is  no  member 
here  to-day  who  will  object  to  voting  this 
small  sum  for  the  purposes  contemplated, 
eapectaliy  when  he  remembers  that  by  the 
measures  that  are  about  beiug  introduced  into 
lli«  Uottse  concerning  retrenchment  of  the 


Government  expenditures  and  a  reduction  of 
the  taxes  imposed  upon  the  people  we  shall 
reduce  their  burdens  by  a  sum  more  than  a 
hundred  times  as  large  as  the  sum  proposed 
to  be  expended  for  this  purpo&e.  i  trust, 
therefore,  that  there  will  be  no  hesitation  on 
the  part  of  any  member  to  vote  for  this  appro- 
priation. And  I  am  glad  to  observe  that,  so 
far  as  any  expression  of  opinion  has  been 
made  here  as  yet,  the  members  are  unani- 
mousljr  in  favor  of  this  measure  for  the  proper 
extension  and  suitable  adornment  of  the 
national  Capitql  grounds,  approaches,  and  sur- 
roundings. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MOORE  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unan- 
imous consent  that  all  debate  upon  the  pend- 
ing amendment  may  be  terminated  with  the 
remarks  of  the  gentlemen  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
MooRE,]  who  now  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  UOLMAN.     I  object  to  that. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  will  include 
the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 

[Mr.  HOLHAK.] 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS  and  others  objected. 
.Mr.  MOORE.  I  think  I  would  take  as 
much  pride  in  the  beauty  of  the  Capitol  and 
its  surroundings  as  perhaps  any  other  member 
of  this  House.  And  I  suppose,  from  indi- 
cations that  I  see  about  me,  that  in  time  this 
property  may  be  purchased  and  the  improve- 
ments made  which  have  been  suggested.  But 
I  do  feel  a  serious  opposition  to  undertaking 
right  now  to  do  everything  that  has  to  be  done 
by  this  Government  for  that  purpose.  With 
all  the  burdens  of  taxation  now  resting  on  the 
people,  with  the  general  desire  there  is  to 
reduce  those  burdens,  and  at  the  same  time 
pay  off  annually  a  reasonable  amount  of  the 
public  debt,  I  think  we  might  afford  to  defer 
for  a  time  some  of  the  magnificent  schemes 
of  improvement  that  are  recommended  to  us. 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Town- 
send]  thinks  that  the  national  Capitol  is  a 
national  disgrace 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania.  Not 
the  Capitol  building,  but  the  grounds  around  it. 

Mr.  MOORE.  And  that  when  strangers 
come  here  they  feel  scandalized,  they  feel  that 
the  country  is  degraded  in  that  the  ffrounds 
about  the  Capitol  are  so  unsightly.  Now,  sir, 
when  I  first  came  to  the  capital  I  found  not 
only  the  Capitol  building  but  the  grounds  them- 
velves  more  magnificent  than  I  had  expected. 
Still  I  would  like  to  see  all  those  improvements 
made  at  the  proper  time.  But  the  appropria- 
tion of  $600,000  now  asked  for  this  purpose 
will  not  be  enough.  If  we  make  this  appropri- 
ation we  will  not  stop  short  of  two  or  three 
million  dollars  before  the  work  is  completed  ; 
and  I  apprehend  that  the  expenditure  will 
have  to  be  made  in  a  very  short  period  of  time. 

Sir,  it  has  been  declared  here  time  and  again 
that  we  have  not  the  money  necessary  to  pay 
the  poor  widows  of  our  soldiers  the  little  pen- 
sions that  they  ask  at  our  hands.  Some  of  our 
best  men  say  they  would  not  object  to  a  more 
liberal  scheme  of  pension  payments  if  it  was 
not  for  the  immense  amount  it  would  Utke 
from  the  Treasury.  During  the  Forty- First 
Congress  some  eighty- fbur  persons  wpre  re- 
lieved at  a  cost  to  the  Treasury  of  only  $11,000. 
That  was  the  amount  of  money  spent  by  Con- 
gress in  its  liberality  in  that  direction. 

Now,  sir,  I  sav  that  no  interest  of  this  Got- 
ernment  demands  this  immediate  outlay.  We 
propose  to  leave  something  for  our  successors 
m  office  to  do ;  we  do  not  want  to  do  every- 
thing now.  We  can  wait,  and  in  the  mean 
while  the  resources  of  the  country  will  be  de- 
veloping and  its  revenues  accumulating,  while 
the  burdens  of  the  people  will  be  lessened. 
Let  us  not  crowd  on  all  these  heavy  appropri- 
ations, unless  there  is  an  immediate  demand 
or  necessity  therefor. 

Sir,  I  am  opposed  to  this  proposition  at  the 
present  time,  not  because  1  am  opposed  to 
adorning  and  beautilying  the  surroundings  of 


this  Capitol  *,  not  because  I  am  in  fsvor  of  d* 
removal  of  the  Capitol  hereafter.  The  Ai»f 
ican  people  can  do  in  that  matter  as  i«y 
please.  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the  Cap. 
tol  shall  remain  here,  and  that  as  time  tm 
on  it  shall  be  properly  beautified.  Bot  1  h 
not  wish  everything  to  be  done  now  while  tt; 
people  are  demanding  of  ns  a  redaction  of 
their  burdens  of  taxation. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  desire  to  tAj  to  tl* 
gentleman  from  lUioois  [Mr.  Moore]  thi;  tbi 
amendment  does  not  propose  an  expendiiER 
of  $500,000.  No  specific  sum  is  naoied.  TIk 
amount,  whatever  it  shall  be,  may  be  panble 
this  year  or  may  not  be  paid  till  the  Dextjeir. 
That  would  depend  upon  how  soon  the  tiiie 
could  be  perfected. 

Mr.  HULMAN.  The  gentleman  from  Pfsa^ 
sylvania  [Mr.  Townsbkd]  suggested  th&t  t^e 
amount  proposed  to  be  appropriated  io  dts 
amendment'  is  small.  Now,  sir,  I  thiak  h 
well  enough  to  know  what  is  appropriated.  I 
apprehend  that  no  gentleman  is  able  to  issi- 
cate  very  clearly  how  much  we  ar«  ti)  ptjia 
carrying  out  this  project  of  embellishmrat.  It 
is  conceded  that  this  is  not  a  workof  nfCMstr. 
I  have  observed  that  within  the  last  tes  mn 
we  have  appropriated  more  money  for  '.it« 
embellishment  and  ornamentation  of  our  Cap- 
itol and  its  grounds  than  had  been  tppn^ 
priated  in  all  our  previous  history.  U« 
appropriations  have  certainly  not  been  iope*!- 
tively  demanded  by  the  wants  of  the  muqo- 

Sir,  I  infer  from  the  confusion  and  exo:;- 
ment  prevailing  in  the  House  that  rbisaioecii- 
ment  is  to  be  concurred  in  and  this  idod<j 
appropriated ;  that  for  the  pnrpoae  of  w» 
menting  the  Capitol  this  addition  is  to  be  ni^ 
to  the  public  grounds.  1  therefore  wishtopir- 
pose  aa  amendment  which  shall  fix  soDebBr. 
on  the  appropriation.  The  geotleman  free 
Pennsylvania  indicated  perhaps  a  lower  tit 
than  he  himself  would  regard  as  sufficieGL  I 
move  io  amend  by  inserttog  after  tbe  vt^ 
**  necessary,"  in  line  sixteen  of  aectiinniw. 
these  words :  '*  not  exceeding  $375,000. ' 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  nm- 
mous  consent  that  debate  may  be  closed  iota 
minutes. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.    I  object 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  gea 
tleman  agree  to  close  debate  in  fifteen  miBiii««< 
so  that  himself  and  two  other  gentlemea  oa? 
speak  ? 

Mr.  POTTER.     I  object 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Thensaytweaty 
minutes.  That  will  give  four  gentlemen  » 
chance 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.    I  object  to  thtf. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  mo^e,  tbtfl. 
that  the  committee  rise,  that  debate  mij  k 
closed  by  the  House.  , 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  I  hope  that  my  f 
league  [Mr.  W.  R.  Roberts]  will  witWra» 
his  objection  to  the  last  proposition  of  w 
gentleman  from  Ohio.  ,  .. 

Mr.  W.  R.  RpBERTS.    Very  well;  I «« 
draw  my  objection.  ,  _^ 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Then  Iwiti- 
draw  the  motion  that  the  committee  nse- 

The  CHAIRMAN.    Is  there  objeciiw  » 
the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  fr^"^ 
[Mr.  Garpibld]  that  debate  on  thisppOT*'' 
tion  terminate  in  twenty  minutes? 

There  was  no  objectioa.  .  a. 

Mr.  ROOSEVELT.  I  move  to  aB«d  w 
pending  amendment  by  striking  oat  the 
word.  The  ohjection  which  has  *>«««,"*?' 
here  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  t(ff  "J 
pnr^^ase  of  thie  ground-and  it  w  »^  ^J^ 
objection  I  have  heard— is  that  we  w^ 
money  eaough  io  the  Treasury  to  «ep^ 
ordinary  and  proper  demands  ^pon  ' '  i 
the  gentleman  from  IlUnois,  [Mr.  M<^ 
who  urges  this  ofejection,  has,  very  cfo^ 
it  seems  to  me»  brought  to  onr  »*^^"^,^ 
"  poor  widows"  who  areappiy»Mto^'*^ 
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for  the  payment  of  their  clBims  against  the 
Goyernmeut — claims  which  the  gentleman  aa- 
flumefi  have  been  refused  on  account  of  the 
poverty  of  the  nation.  Now,  with  all  due  re- 
apect  to  the  gentleman,  I  think  that  precisely 
the  contrary  is  the  fact. 

It  has  seemed  to  me,  in  listening  to  the 
various  private  bills  and  private  appropriations 
which  we  have  passed,  that  there  has  been  a 
widow  in  every  one  of  them,  and  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  get  anything  appropriated 
unless  there  is  a  widow  interested.  [Laughter.  ] 
When  we  have  had  a  pension  claim  before  us. 
its  payment  has  been  demanded  and  obtained 
because  there  was  some  elderly  widow  depend- 
ent upon  it.  When  we  have  had  under  con- 
sideration some  other  claim,  it  has  been  urged 
because  some  young  widow  desired  it.  [Laugh- 
ter. ]  When  an  extension  of  a  patent  has  been 
demanded  the  reason  urged  has  been  that  some 
handsome  widow  was  to  receive  the  proceeds. 
[Laughter.]  It  has  seemed  to  me,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, as  though  the  widows  had  entire  control 
of  the  appropriations  in  this  House ;  and  for 
my  part  i  would  hang  up  in  every  committee* 
room  the  warning  ot  the  elder  Weller  to  his 
son,  ^'Samivel,  Samivel,  beware  of  widders." 
[Laughter.  ]  It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  money 
enough  to  provide  for  all  the  widows  who  need 
it,  and  can  also  spare  a  little  for  the  proper 
improvement  of  the  public  gprounds  around 
the  Capitol. 

I  have  bad  a  pleasure  that  perhaps  many 
of  my  associates  have  had,  the  pleasure  of 
traveling  abroad  and  observing  there  the 
handsome  buildings  erected  by  those  old  mon- 
archies, as  well  as  the  worn-out  temples  and 
castles  of  ancient  times ;  and  in  my  opinion 
not  one  of  them  equals  or  ever  equaled,  in 
beauty,  in  architectural  adornment,  in  extent 
and  elegance,  this  building  in  which  we  stand 
to-day.  I  should  like  to  see  it  surrounded 
with  grounds  befitting  it,  extensive,  adorned, 
and  beautified  as  they  ought  to  be,  in  harmony 
with  the  extent  and  beauty  of  the  building 
itself. 

But  what  have  we  now?  What  is  there 
ill  the  surroundings  so  appropriate  that  it 
should  be  retained,  so  precious  that  gentle- 
men would  not  sacrifice  it,  or  so  valuable  that 
they  would  not  be  willing  to  do  away  with  it? 
We  have  on  the  left-hand  corner,  as  we  pass 
out  of  the  Capitol,  a  drin king-saloon,  used 
and  appropriated  more  especially,  if  report 
be  true,  by  members  of  the  Senate.  [Laugh- 
ter.] So,  on  the  right-hand  side,  as  we  pass 
out,  is  another  drinking-saloon,  and  that,  I 
am  sorry  to  say,  is  occasionally  made  uee  of 
by  members  of  this  House.  [Laughter.]  We 
have  nothing  else  but  barracks  around  those 
drinkingsaloons  on  the  one  band  and  on  the 
other.  Is  there  anything  so  elegant  here  that 
vre  shall  retain  it  as  it  is  ?  I  appeal  to  my 
fanatical  friends  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  whether  they  will  not  lend  a  willing 
and  helping  hand  to  break  up  these  nurseries 
of  Democracy  while  they  at  the  same  time 
improve  the  appearance  of  the  Capitol. 
[Laughter.] 

Why,  it  seems  to  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
we  have  abundant  money  to  appropriate  to  so 
laudable  a  purpose.  We  should  at  least  ap- 
propriate from  our  national  Treasury  a  small 
sum  of  money  toward  beautifying  these  grounds 
when  the  people  of  this  city  have  shown  a 
willingness  almost  to  ruin  themselves  for  the 
same  purpose.  I  happen  to  belong  to  a  com- 
mittee of  this  House  which  during  sixty  or 
seventy  sittings  has  been  investigating  into 
the  amount  of  money  that  the  residents  have 
been  expending  on  improvements  in  this  cap- 
ital of  the  nation.  They  have  incurred  a 
debt  of  how  much  neither  they  nor  I  am 
able  exactly  to  say,  but  running  up  to  any- 
where from  five  to  fifteen  million  dollars, 
in  order  to  make  the  streets  more  elegant, 
more  level,  better  drained,  better  paved, 
more  handsome,  more  appropriate  to  the 
jpagnificent   design  on   vhiich  this  city  was 


laid  out ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  Congress, 
representing  the  wealth  of  this  great  nation, 
and  speaking  for  the  forty  million  people  who 
go  to  make  it  up,  might  appropriate  at  least 
$500,000,  or  whatever  sum  may  be  necessary, 
in  order  to  give  this  building,  which  has  no 
superior  the  world  over,  the  Capitol  of  that 
nation,  the  front  view  and  approach  and  the 
surroundings  intended  when  it  was  origin- 
ally laid  x>ut,  and  appropriate  to  its  imposing 
grandeur. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana, [Mr.  Holm  AN.] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  can 
only  say,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  thing  is  to  be 
done  at  all  now  it  had  better  be  done  well. 
Three  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  will 
not  pay  for  the  property  to  be  taken,  taxed 
one  half  of  its  value ;  not  for  more  than  two 
thirds,  and  yet  its  assessed  value  exceeds  that 
sum.  We  may  as  well  look  the  matter  in  the 
face.  This  improvement  will  cost  more  than 
treble  that  sum,  and  yet  there  is  no  man  who 
desires  to  see  the  improvement  made  more 
than  I  do.  I  hope  at  some  time  to  vote  for 
it,  and  vote  for  it  too  in  the  most  liberal  form. 
But  when  the  Senate  think  the  resources  of 
the  country  will  not  allow  soldiers'  widows  to 
have  pensions  from  the  date  of  the  death  of  their 
husbands  who  died  in  the  war,  bdl  only  will 
allow  them  pensions  from  the  date  of  the  pas- 
sage of  the  special  pension  acts,  and  when  that 
proposition  comes  from  Vermont,  1  am  not  in- 
clined to  vote  for  another  proposition  from  Ver- 
mont to  give  one  or  two  millions  dollars  for  the 
purpose  of  beaatifying  the  Capitol  grounds 
jnst  now.  That  is  the  difficulty  we  find  here 
and  now.  In  other  words,  with  the  great 
claims  of  our  soldiers  in  the  war  of  1812  to  go 
upon  the  pension-lists,  and  to  claims  for 
bounty,  and  the  appeals  now  before  the 
Honse,  which  I  tliink  very  just,  that  the  first 
volunteers  going  out  under  Lincoln's  procla- 
mation should  have  their  bounties,  some  eighty 
thousand  of  whom  have  never  received  any, 
which  will  take  from  the  Treasury  $4,000,000, 
I  doubt  whether  it  is  worth  while  to  do  this 
thine  now. 

We  shall  not  gain  anything  substantially  and 
we  shall  not  lose  anything.  I  do  not  agree 
this  will  be  like  the  sibjUine  leaves,  when  one 
part  was  gone  twice  as  much  would  be  asked 
for  the  remainder ;  but  what  I  desire  is  that 
our  Committee  on  Public  Expenditures,  having 
now  ample  time,  shall  investigate  this  matter 
and  bring  in  a  bill  which  we  may  carefully 
consider,  and  prescribe  how  the  lands  needed 
may  be  taken  and  appraised  and  the  true  value 
ascertained,  so  that  we  may  know  exactly  how 
much  is  necessary  to  pay  and  how  much  we 
will  pay  for  this  improvement.  And  next  ses- 
sion, if  it  commends  itself  to  onr  judgment, 
let  us  go  on  knowing  exactly  what  it  is  to  cost 
It  will  take  six  months  at  least  to  arrange  the 
preliminaries  in  this  matter,  and  when  at  the 
end  of  six  months  or  a  little  more  we  come 
together  again,  we  will  be  in  a  condition  to 
see  what  has  been  the  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try, and  what  is  best  for  us  to  do  in  this  large 
expediture. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bittlxb] 
a  legal  question.  How  is  he  going  to  institute 
and  carry  out  proceedings  for  the  condemna- 
tion of  land  before  he  tfUtes  it? 

Mr.  SUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Pardon 
me.  I  have  not  said  anything  about  taking  it. 
I  have  talked  about  paying  for  it,  which  is  an 
entirely  different  question.  All  railroads  take 
land  and  then  settle  the  question  as  to  the  pay 
afterward  when  the  amount  is  determined. 
Now,  I  want  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  to  report  a  law  providing  for  the  ap- 
praisement of  the  land,  so  that  we  may  ascer- 
tain now  much  it  will  cost  us,  and  who  has 
the  title.  We  will  then  know  whom  and  how 
mnoh  we  have  to  pay,  and  if,  on  seeing  just 


what  it  is  going  to  cost  us,  we  think  right  to 
do  so,  we  can  then  vote  to  pay  for  it  and  take 
possession  of  it  for  the  use  ot  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  POTTER.  I  have  been  absent,  Mr. 
Chairman,  during  most  of  the  debate  on  this 
Senate  amendment,  and,  without  fully  appre- 
hending the  details  of  the  proposition  under 
discussion,  desire  now  to  occupy  a  moment  in 
which  to  say  that  while  I  entirely  appreciate 
the  importance  of  avoiding  unnecessary  public 
expenditures,  and  particularly  of  avoiding 
them  at  this  time,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  if 
there  is  any  expenditure  in  this  city  on  the 
part  of  the  Qovernment  which  would  be 
proper,  and  which  the  country  can  afford,  it 
IS  an  expenditure  for  finishing  the  grounds 
about  this  Capitol.  It  has  been  my  fortune, 
sir,  to  see  most  of  the  great  public  buildings  of 
Europe,  and  I  agree  with  my  colleague  on  my 
left  [Mr.  Roosevelt]  in  thinking  that  the 
Capitol  of  the  United  States  is,  in  its  dimen- 
sions and  character  and  beauty,  a  building 
worthy  of  this  great  Republic.  And  if  it  waa 
right  to  spend  so  many  millions  of  money  for 
erecting  on  this  hill  this  magnificent  structure, 
surely,  because  of  that  eternal  fitness  of  things 
which  must  prevail  everywhere,  it  is  also 
becoming  and  proper  that  the  grounds  about 
it  should  be  decently  completed  and  made 
respectable. 

It  has  been  a  subject  of  regret,  I  think,  to 
any  man  who  had  any  eye  or  any  regard  for  fit- 
ness and  propriety,  to  see  the  shabby  and.  un- 
finished condition  in  which  the  grounds  around 
this  Capitol  have  been  left  almost  ever  siuce 
the  buildings  were  constructed.  I  am  glad 
they  are  now  approaching  completion,  and  for 
myself,  I  shall  conceive  it  wholly  within  my 
duty  to  support  anv  measure  which  will  pro- 
vide that  by  suitable  extensions  and  expendi- 
tures these  gtound  are  completed,  and  made 
worthy  of  the  Capitol  which  they  surround. 
Sometime  or  other  we  must  do  this.  The 
longer  it  is  put  off  the  greater  will  be  the  cost 
to  the  Government,  andthe  wiser  therefore  the 
economy  of  doing  now  that  which  ought  to  be 
done,  and  must  ultimately  be  done,  and  which 
a  nation  so  rich  and  prosperous  as  this  can  so 
amply  afford  to  do  without  farther  delay. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  do  not  precisely  under- 
stand what  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Butler]  means  by  his  proposition  upon 
this  subject.  If  I  understand  the  provision  in 
the  bill,  it  proposes  precisely  what  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  says  we  ought 
to  do. 

Many  years  ago,  as  far  back  as  1861,  a  com- 
mission was  appointed  who  appraised  all  the 
lots  of  these  two  squares ;  and  it  is  said  that 
a  portion  of  their  appraisal  was  very  much 
less  than  the  appraisal  of  the  assessors  in  this 
district  for  taxing  purposes,  which  I  suppose 
is  here  as  in  other  places,  less  than  the  actual 
value.  The  bill  provides  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  shall  not  by  agreement  pay 
more  for  these  lands  than  the  appraisal,  and 
that  if  the  owners  will  not  take  that  appraise- 
ment, then  he  shall  go  on  by  certain  proceed- 
ings in  the  courts  to  have  the  land  condemned. 

Now,  my  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
BtrrLER.]  if  I  understand  him  aright,  desires 
that  there  shall  be  a  condemnation  of  these  lands 
before  we  take  them.  So  far  as  I  understand 
the  legal  proceeding  by  which  you  condemn  a 
man's  land,  and  take  it  against  his  will,  at  a 
valuation  fixed  by  somebody,  you  cannot  take 
it  until  you  have  instituted  legal  proceedings 
for  its  condemnation.  And  before  anything 
of  the  kind  can  be  done  which  the  gentleman 
says  ought  to  be  done  here,  we  must  proceed 
precisely  in  the  manner  which  this  bill  orders. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  The  bill 
makes  this  provision : 

In  all  cnseif,  aa  soon  as  the  United  States  8ha11  have 
paid  the  compensation  assessed,  or  secured  its  pay- 
ment bj  H  depoidt  of  money,  oaaer  the  order  of  the 
court,  possession  of  tbo  property  may  be  taken. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  am  not  aware,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that  it  haa  ever  been  provided  in  this 
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coantry,  either  by  Congress  or  by  any  State 
Lep'slature,  that  yoa  may  take  a  man's  prop- 
erty and  take  possession  of  it  until  you  do  pay 
him  for  it.  I,  for  one,  will  never  Yote  for  a 
bill  allowing  yon  to  take  a  man's  property 
from  him  until  you  pay  him  compensation 
for  it.  Now,  Mr.  Chairman,  I  desire  to  say 
another  word. 

Mr.  HOAR.  The  gentleman  will  allow  me 
to  state  that  in  Massachusetts,  in  the  case  of 
highways,  railroads,  and  school- houses,  it  is 
the  universal  practice  to  take  the  lands  before 
payment  is  actually  made. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  will  not  enter  into  any 
controversy  in  relation  to  the  law  of  my  State. 
If  gentlemen  know  better  what  it  is  than  I  do, 
they  are  welcome  to  their  knowledge. 

There  was  another  suggestion  which  the 
gentleman  made  which  I  desire  to  answer,  and 
that  is  in  reference  to  something  the  Senate 
has  done  with  regard  to  some  pension  bills. 
Now,  if  you  are  never  to  pass  this  measure  or 
any  other  in  this  House  until  everybody  here 
is  satisfied  with  what  the  Senate  does  in  rela- 
tation  to  all  other  measures,  I  apprehend  very 
few  bills  will  ever  get  through.  If  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  should  be  satisfied 
with  the  action  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the 
pension  bills,  I  do  not  think  his  ingenuity 
would  be  at  fault  to  tind  something  else  that 
he  could  object  to  in  the  action  of  the  Senate, 
and  the  gentleman  or  somebody  else  who  may 
be  his  successor,  or  the  successor  of  some  of 
the  rest  of  us  may  always  find  a  valid  excuse 
for  opposing  this  measure. 

Having  said  this  much,  I  desire  to  say  a  word 
in  regard  to  the  proposition  itself.  It  seems 
to  me  that,  with  the  amount  of  money  ex- 
pended upon  this  national  Capitol,  to  leave 
to  private  ownership  grounds  within  ten  rods 
of  the  Capitol  itself,  and  private  grounds  so 
occupied  as  has  been  stated  by  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  is  a  burning  shame, 
and  that  it  would  not  be  allowed  anywhere 
else.  There  is  on  the  face  of  it  a  niggardly 
parsimony  in  allowing  private  grounds  to  come 
within  ten  rods  of  a  national  building  which 
has  cost  so  many  millions  as  this  has. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  I  desire  to  say  only 
a  few  words  in  relation  to  this  matter.  It 
strikes  me  as  being  very  extraordinary,  indeed, 
that  a  proposition  should  be  presented  here 
asking  so  large  an  appropriation  for  beautify- 
ing the  surroundings  of  the  Capitol,  when  we 
remember  that  it  was  only  a  few  days  ago 
that  another  bill  was  introduced  giving  away 
a  large  portion  of  the  grounds,  that  was  origin- 
ally intended  and  appropriated  for  a  public 
Sark,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  railroad 
epot  thereon. 

One  of  the  excuses,  or  rather  the  chief  argu- 
ment urged  on  behalf  of  that  bill  by  those  who 
fought  for  it  here  day  after  day,  obstructing 
the  legitimate  legislation  of  the  country  in 
order  that  it  might  be  carried  through  at  all 
hazards,  was  that  we  would  never  require  the 
grounds  for  a  public  park,  as  it  would  cost 
too  much,  and  the  location  whereon  stands 
the  unfinished  monument  to  the  memory  of 
Washington  is  mostly  occupied  by  old  wood- 
sheds, shanties,  and  cow-pens,  to  the  great 
disgrace  of  Congress  and  of  the  entire  nation 
which  permits  such  things  to  exist.  And  now, 
ailer  voting  away  a  valuable  square  in  the  very 
heart  of  the  intended  park  without  one  dollar 
of  remuneration,  and  chiefly  on  the  plea  that 
we  did  not  want  any  more  pleasure-grounds 
than  we  had  already,  we  are  asked  to  ap- 
propriate $600,000  as  the  first  installment 
toward  the  purchase  of  two  squares  near  the 
Capitol.  This  seems  to  me  a  most  extraor- 
dinary proceeding.  We  give  land  away  to  a 
railroad  as  a  gift  on  the  ground  that  we  did 
not  want  a  park,  and  now  afler  doing  this, 
we  conclude,  or  at  least  are  I  fear  about  to 
do  so,  that  we  want  a  park,  and  must  purchase 
at  an  enormous  price  adjacent  grounds  for  that 
purpose. 

Another  objection  I  have  to  the  purchase  is 


that  we  have  no  definite  idea  of  how  much  this 
addition  to  the  present  park  will  ultimately 
cost  the  nation.  We  are  asked  for  $600,000. 
Now,  the  next  Congress  will  in  all  likelihood 
be  asked  for  as  much  more,  and  God  only 
knows  where  or  when  the  costs  will  end ;  for 
when  once  the  nation's  purse-strings  are 
unloosed  we  know  by  a  sad  and  costly  expe- 
rience that  it  requires  a  desperate  national 
effort  to  draw  them  tight  again. 

Sir,  I  oppose  this  appropriation  at  this  time 
when  the  nation  can  ill  afford  to  expend  its 
money  even  in  beautifying  the  Capitol  of  the 
nation.  Let  us  beautify  the  grounds  we  have 
first,  and  the  time  will  arrive  when  we  can 
afford  to  purchase  more  land  for  the  extension 
of  the  public  grounds.  I  oppose  the  amend- 
ment and  hope  it  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  desire  to'  ascertain 
whether  the  adoption  of  the  amend  men  t  moved 
by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman] 
will  de&at  the  object  of  the  amendment  of  the 
Senate.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  that 
fact  I  will  call  upon  the  gentleman  from  the 
District  of  Columbia  [Mr.  Chipman]  to  in- 
form the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  regard  to 
the  probable  expense  of  successfully  carrying 
out  the  proposition  involved  in  the  Senate 
amendment. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  In  reply  to  the  gentle- 
roan  from  New  Hampshire  [Mr.  Hibbard] 
I  will  stat^  that  when  in  1861  Congress  author^ 
ized  a  commission  to  assess  the  value  of  these 
two  squares  of  ground,  that  commission  was 
composed  often  of  our  most  eminent  citizens, 
whose  leanings,  if  they  had  any  at  all,  were 
in  favor  of  our  own  people.  They  reported 
the  value  of  the  property  at  $417,674  90.  The 
then  district  attorney  reported  to  Congress 
that  $600,000  would  be  ample  to  purchase 
these  two  squares  and  to  complete  the  adorn- 
ment of  the  grounds  surrounding  the  Capitol. 
The  improvements  upon  those  squares  are 
worth  $160,000,  which  would  reduce  the  total 
cost^  and  would  go  to  the  adornment  of  the 
Capitol  grounds.  Under  our  present  District 
government  the  valuation  of  those  grounds,  for 
purposes  of  taxation,  is  now  $878,481. 

Mr.  DAWES.  It  has  been  stated  here  that 
this  is  precisely  the  same  proposition  which 
was  attached  by  the  Senate  to  the  appropri- 
ation bill  of  last  year. 

Mr.  PETERS.     It  is  not  the  same. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  see  it  is  not,  but  it  has 
been  so  stated.  I  would  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  gentleman  to  that  difference,  and  I 
wish  to  ask  his  opinion  as  a  lawyer  upon  the 
effect  of  that  difference.  The  amendment  of 
the  Senate  last  year  provided  for  an  appeal  to 
a  jury  by  any  dissatisfied  owner  of  real  estate  ; 
I  see  that  that  provision  is  left  out  of  this 
amendment.  I  would  inquire  of  the  gentle- 
man if  he  thinks  it  is  possible  to  take  away 
this  property  without  a  trial  by  jury. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  I  understand  this  amend- 
ment allows  the  owner  of  the  property  to  go 
to  court  in  case  an  agreement  is  not  arrived 
at  by  the  commissioners  mentioned  in  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  is  not  the  question,  as 
to  where  this  amendment  allows  the  owners 
of  the  property  to  ^o.  The  question  is,  whether 
the  gentleman  thinks  this  property  can  be 
taken  from  the  owners  without  a  trial  by  jury. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  I  think  the  owners  will 
consent 

Mr.  DAWES.  That  is  not  the  question.  I 
know  if  they  consent  to  have  it  taken  away 
from  them  it  can  be  taken  away  from  them 
without  any  action  of  the  court.  But  what  I 
want  to  know  is,  if  any  of  them  are  dissatisfied 
with  the  award  of  these  commissioners,  does 
the  gentleman  think,  as  a  lawyer,  that  this 
property  can  be  taken  from  them  without  a 
jury? 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  This  Government  pos- 
sesses the  right  of  eminent  domain. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  know  that.  But  I  ask  the 
gentleman  as  a  lawyer  if  he  thinks  they  can 


take  his  farm,  for  instance,  without  hia  eoa- 
sent  and  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury  ? 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  I  think  so.  I  know  t^ 
United  States  have  seized  milliona  of  property 
which  is  being  paid  for  by  the  Coart  of  Claiiai 
without  jury.  But  this  bill  does  not  deprive 
the  owners  of  property  from  haWng  a  jnry. 
The  bill  sends  them  to  the  court,  and  whes 
there,  they  can  have  the  jury  under  general 
provisions  of  law. 

Mr.  DAWES.     I  differ  with  the  gentleman. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Does  the  genUemaa 
question  the  correctness  of  the  opinion  of  the 
gentleman  from  the  District  of  Columbia? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  certainly  have  an  impres- 
sion to  the  contrary  ;  I  think  there  is  some- 
thing in  the  Constitution  about  it. 

Mr.  HIBBARD.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana 
so  as  to  increase  the  amount  to  $460,000. 

The  question  was  taken  apon  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  HiBBABD,  and  it  waa  not  agreed 
to,  upon  a  division — ayes  45,  noes  S4. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amead- 
ment  moved  by  Mr.  Holman,  and  on  a  divis- 
on  there  were — ayes  50,  noes  72. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  wasannoanc^, 

Mr.  HOLMAN  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Houuj 
and  Mr.  Saooekt  were  appointed. 

The  committee  again  aivided ;  and  the  ti^ii- 
ers  reported  that  there  were — ayes  62,  no*^  7L 

So  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Houiaj 
was  not  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  as  amended. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  I  desire  to  pro- 
pose an  amendment  to  the  amendment  which 
was  adopted  on  motion  of  the  eentlemiio 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bahks.J  I  haTs 
drawn  up  this  amendment  in  consnltation  with 
him,  and  I  believe  it  is  satisfactory  to  him.  I 
move  to  amend  his  amendment  by  inserting 
after  the  words  **  authorized  and  directed 
the  words  *'  within  six  months  from  the  term- 
ination of  the  present  session  of  Congress  ;" 
so  that  his  amendment,  if  so  amended,  vlil 
read : 

And  the  Commissioner  of  Pablie  Baildincs  asd 
Grounds  shall  be.  and  hereby  is,  authorised  nod 
directed,  within  six  months  from  the  termifiatlea 
of  the  preseat  session  of  CongcBSA,  to  cmuc  tSie 
removal  of  the  locomotive  railway  track  in  firoct 
of  the  west  entrance  of  the  Capitol,  Jbo. 

Mr.  BANES.     I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  If  there  be  no  obiec- 
tion,  the  amendment  will  be  considered  as 
agreed  to. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  the  amendment 
was  adopted. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  concurring  ia 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  as  anlend€^d. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  move  further  to  amend 
the  Senate  amendment  by  inserting  after  the 
word  **  necessary,*'  in  line  sixteen  of  seciit.m 
nine,  the  words  **  not  exceeding  $500,000.'' 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Connecti- 
cut [Mr.  Kellogg]  by  striking  out  *'  five  hua- 
dred  thousand**  and  inserting  **  four  hundred 
thousand.** 

On  agreeing  to  the  amendment  there  werf — 
ayes  47,  noes  64  ;  no  quorum  voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered  ;  and  Mr.  Holma:^  and 
Mr.  Kellogg  were  snpointed. 

The  committee  divided;  aud  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  78,  noes  66. 

So  Mr.  Holman's  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurring  on  agreeing  to  Mr. 
Kellogg' s  amendment  aa  amended,  it  was 
agreed  to. 

The  Senate  amendment,  as  amended,  was 
then  concurred  in  ;  there  being — ayes  110, 
noes  82. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  move  to  amend  by  idd* 

ing  the  following  at  the  end  of  section  nine: 

ProvitUd^  however^  That  this  appropriation  is  mjtda 
on  the  exproM  oondition  that  no  railroad  shaU  bt 
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permitted  to  orosB  or  railroad  depot  be  loeated  on 
the  pablio  sroands  of  the  city  of  Wasbinffton,  be- 
tTvecnthe  G&pitol  and  the  grounds aroand  toe  Presi- 
dont'ij  Uonse. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  raise  the  point.of  order 
that  that  amendment  is  not  germane  ;  that  it 
proposes  new  legislation. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  point  of  order  is 
well  taken^ 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  When  an  expenditure  of 
$500,000  is  at  stake  we  should  be  able  to  un- 
derstand what  is  transpiring.  As  far  as  I  can 
understand  in  the  confusion,  there  has  been  a 
point  of  order  made,  but  nothing  bejond  that. 
1  desire  to  say  on  that  point  of  order 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  has  ruled 
upon  the  point  of  orders  and  debate  is  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  My  amendment  praiposes 
a  limitation  on  the  appropriation,  is  it  not 
in  order  to  limit  an  appropriation? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  did  not  so 
understand  the  amendment.  It  will  be  again 
read. 

The  Clerk  again  read  the  amendment. 

Mr.  SARQENT.  I  raise  another  point  of 
order — that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  bav- 
ing  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment,  that 
amendment  is  not  now  open  to  amendment. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  point  of  order  is 
well  taken. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  move  to  add  this  pro- 
viso  

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Chair  must  state 
to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  that  before 
be  rose  to  offer  his  former  amendment  the 
Senate  amendment  had  been  concurred  in  as 
amended. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  All  the  paragraphs  to- 
gether? 

The  CHAIRMAN.  It  was  agreed  by  the 
committee  that  they  should  all  be  treated  as 
one  amendment. 

The  ninety- third  amendment  of  the  Senate 
was  read  as  follows  : 

Add  to  the  bill  the  following  mt  a  new  teotion : 
Sf.g.13.  That  from  and  after  the  Ist  of  January, 
A.  D.  1872,  the  annual  salariee  of  the  Assistant 
Secretaries  of  the  several  Exeoative  Departments, 
nnd  al90  the  Second  Comptroller,  the  Register,  the 
Auditors,  the  Commissioner  of  Customs,  and  the 
Hupervisiog  architect  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
the  Assistant  Postmasters  General  of  the  Post  Office 
Department,  the  saperintendentof  the  money  orders 
nnd  foreign  mails,  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  the 
Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs,  of  the  Interior 
Department,  and  the  Commissioner  of  Education, 
shall  be  $4,000;  and  the  salary  of  sapervising  sar- 
geon  of  the  marine  hospital  serrice  shall  be  f3.000; 
and  the  annual  salaries  of  the  Commissioner  of  Ag- 
rioulturo  and  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  shall  be 
$4,000;  and  the  salary  of  the  solicitor  of  the  internal 
roren  oe  shall  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  Solicitor  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  the  annual  salaries  of  the  judges  of 
the  Court  of  Claims  shall  be $6,000  from  and  after  the 
1st  day  of  July,  1872;  and  the  annual  salaries  of  the 
judges  of  the  distnct  courts  of  the  United  States 
from  and  after  the  Ist  day  of  July,  1872,  shall  be 
$5,000;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  district 
judges,  without  additional  compensation,  to  hold 
district  nnd  circuit  courts  in  any  district  oi  the  same 
circuit  in  the  United  States  when  thereto  requested 
bpr  the  circuit  judge  of  said  circuit,  and  in  any  other 
circuit  on  the  request  of  any  justice  of  the  Supremo 
Court ;  and  a  sum  sufficient  to  carry  into  effect  the 
provisions  of  this  section  to  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  30. 1873,  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of 
any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropri- 
ated. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  Committee  on 
Appropriations  recommend  non< concurrence 
ill  this  amendment. 

Mr.  STORM.  Mr.  Chairman,  I  trust  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  will  agree  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations and  non- concur  in  this  amendment. 
It  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  of  the 
amendments  coming  to  ns  from  the  Senate. 
It  proposes  to  increase  seventy-nine  salaries. 
Xbe  aggregate  amount  of  the  increase  is  $89,- 
720.  U  increases  the  salaries  of  seven  assist^ 
ant  secretaries  of  the  different  Departments 
$500  each.  It  increases  the  salaries  of  seven- 
teen other  officers  $1,000  each.  It  increases 
the  salaries  of  ten  others  $500  each,  and 
tifty  seven  others  $1,360  each.    Of  the  seventy- 


nine  officers  whose  salaries  it  is  proposed  to 
increase  fifty-seven  are  officers  who  will  be 
pensioned  for  life  when  they  have  become,  by 
reason  of  age,  unable  to  discharge  their  duties. 
This  amendment,  I  believe,  involves  in  every 
instance  except  one  or  two  a  proposition  for 
an  increase  of  salary.  The  salaries  of  the 
judges  of  the  district  courts,  fifty-two  in  num- 
ber, are  to  be  increased  to  the  extent  of  $1,360 
each,  without  any  regard  to  the  services  to  be 
rendered 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Without  any  regard  to 
their  services  ? 

Mr.  STORM.  Without  any  regard  to  the 
services  to  be  rendered.  There  are  other  ob- 
jectionable features  in  it  It  places  the  sala- 
ries of  several  officers  of  different  grades  at  the 
same  amount.  Any  one  who  will  take  the  book 
of  estimates  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SOt 
1873,  as  furnished  to  us  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasurv,  will  find  the  figures  I  have  given 
correct.  The  six  different  Auditors  and  five 
Commissioners  all  have  their  salaries  increased 
$1,000  each,  when  it  is  known  to  all  that  the 
labors  and  responsibilities  of  these  officers  are 
vastly  different.  This  wholesale  system  of 
raising  salaries  should  be  at  once  condemned 
by  the  committee.  Now  is  the  time  to  practice 
a  little  civil  service  reform. 

Mr.  CONGER.  It  may  not  be  desirable, 
Mr.  Chairman,  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate,  but  why  this  Committee  on 
Appropriations  should  not  have  amended  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  have  done  justice 
in  giving  the  salaries  to  some  officers  of  the 
Government,  which  they  have  premised  from 
year  to  year  to  do,  I  am  utterly  unable  to 
know  to-day.  I  have  heretofore,  on  two  oc- 
casions, attempted  to  call  the  attention  of 
members  of  this  Congress  and  of  a  former 
Congress  to  the  fact  that  there  are  two  officers 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  who 
have  the  entire  and  universal  control  of  the 
payment  of  all  the  monevs  out  of  the  Treas- 
ury— the  Virstand  Second  Comptrollers — hav- 
ing equal  responsibilities,  equal  ability  being 
required  of  them  ;  and  yet  one  of  these  officers 
receives  year  after  year  a  salar^r  of  $5,000, 
and  has  received  it  for  years,  while  the  other 
of  these  officers,  having  not  only  an  equal 
number  of  cases  to  examine,  but  a  greater 
number  of  cases  to  examine  and  a  larger 
proportion  of  the  vouchers  on  which  money  is 
paid  out  of  the  Treasury  to  sign  and  pass,  has 
received  a  much  lower  sum  in  the  way  of 
salary,  and  if  this  proposition  of  the  Senate  is 
non-concurred  in,  he  will  still  continue  to 
receive  but  $3,000  a  year,  while  the  First 
Comptroller  is  and  has  been  receiving  and  will 
still  continue  to  receive  the  sum  of  $6,000  per 
annum.     Why  is  this? 

While  gentlemen  are  talkins  constantly  and 
earnestly  and  vehemently,  with  eager  madness 
rushing  through  their  veins,  about  civil  service 
reform,  year  after  year  passes  by  and  there  is 
a  want  of  reform  in  the  salaries  of  the  officers 
having  charge  of  the  highest  responsibilities 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  one 
officer  performing  the  same  kind  of  duties  re- 
ceiving $5,000,  while  the  other  receives  but 
$8,000,  and  yet  there  is  no  Committee  of 
Appropriations — although  they  have  promised 
upon  this  floor  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  provide 
for  doing  away  with  this  discrepancy — no  Com- 
mittee of  Appropriations  of  the  last  Congress, 
and  it  seems  to  me  there  is  no  Committee  of 
Appropriations  of  this  Congress,  which  will 
bnng  to  the  attention  of  this  House,  and  which 
will  correct  this  great  discrepancy  in  tbe  sala- 
ries of  these  two  officers  of  equal  responsi- 
bility, the  one  receiving  the  lower  salary  per- 
forming as  a  matter  of  fact  the  greater  amount 
of  service. 

There  are  many  officers  in  the  Treasury 
Department  whose  salaries  are  entirely  and 
utterly  inadequate  to  the  duties  which  they  are 
called  upon  to  perform.  Mr.  Chairman,  this 
House  ought  to  put  the  Second  Coniptroller 
of  the  Treasury  upon  tbe  same  footing  with 


the  First  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury.  The 
Second  Comptroller  supervises  the  distribution 
of  millions  and  millions  of  money  going  out  of 
the  Treasury  every  year.  He  is  responsible 
both  for  the  examination  of  accounts  as  to  the 
correctness  of  the  accounts  themselves  and  as 
to  their  correctness  under  the  laws  of  the  land 
for  the  payment  of  these  vast  sums  of  money. 
Yet  for  all  these  services  and  all  these  re- 
sponsibilities you  pay  him  a  salary  less  than 
many  bank  clerks  receive  in  many  of  the  cities 
of  the  Union,  and  less  than  is  received  by 
some  clerks  in  tbe  larger  mercantile  establish- 
ments of  the  country. 

I  am  sorry  I  have  not  here,  but  I  have  in 
my  possession,  a  full  statement  of  the  vouchers 
and  accounts  passed  upon  by  both  Comptrol- 
lers of  the  Treasury,  and  for  years  the  Second 
Comptroller  has  had  a  larger  number  of  vouch- 
ers and  claims  and  accounts  to  pass  upon  than 
the  First  Comptroller,  and  a  larger  amount  of 
money  was  drawn  from  the  Treasury  under  his 
signature  than  under  the  signature  of  the  First 
Comptroller,  and  yet  for  years  the  Second 
Comptroller  has  received  a  salary  only  three 
fifths  in  amount  of  what  has  been  paid  to  the 
First  Comptroller  in  tbe  way  of  salary.  I  will 
say  to  the  House,  and  I  will  say  to  my  friend,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
that  when  he  recommends  non-concurrence  in 
the  Senate  amendment  which  raises  the  salary 
of  the  Second  Comptroller  to  $4,000,  still 
$1,000  behind  the  salary  of  the  First  Comptrol- 
ler, there  ought  to  be  some  provision  miuie  in 
this  bill  making  the  pay  of  these  two  officers 
more  nearly  equal  when  their  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities are  so  similar.  My  friend  from 
Ohio  and  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
will  not  have  done  their  duty  to  the  House 
until  the  present  discrepancy  has  been  done 
awav  with. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  non-con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  com- 
mittee to  go  back  to  the  twenty-fifth  amend- 
ment, in  regard  to  which  I  desire  to  give  a  word 
of  explanation.  We  voted  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senate  as  it  appears  in  the  printed  bill. 
The  paragraph  in  the  bill  as  it  passed  this 
House  was  as  follows : 

For  pablishing  the  laws  in  pamphlet  form,  $12,000. 

To  this  the  Senate  added  an  amendment, 
which  in  the  printed  bill  reads  as  follows : 

And  in  newspapers  150,000:  Provided,  That  all 
laws  requiring  the  pnoHoation  of  the  laws  and 
treaties  in  newspapers  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  Committee  on  Appropriations  discov- 
ered after  the  vote  had  been  taken  that  thie 
was  a  misprints  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  number  twenty- 
five,  from  the  engrossed  amendments. 

The  Olerk  read  as  follows : 

On  page  15.  Ihies  three  hundred  and  flfty-flve. 
three  hundred  and  fifly-six«  and  three  hnnred  and 
fifty-seven,  after  the  word  "  dollars,"  in  line  three 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  insert  the  words  **aod  in 
newspapers,  $50,000:  Provided,  That  after  the  pub- 
lication of  tbe  laws  of  the  present  Congress,  the  pub- 
lication of  the  laws  in  newspapers  shall  cease." 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  proposi- 
tion is  different  irom  the  one  we  votea  on. 
The  proposition  the  committee  voted  on  was 
that  the  laws  requiring  the  publication  of  the 
laws  and  treaties  in  the  newspapers  should  be 
repealed.  The  $50,000  appropriation  in  the 
Senate  amendment  seems  to  be  utterly  neu- 
tralized by  the  repeal  of  the  law  under  which 
it  would  be  expended.  The  Committee  of 
the  Whole  struck  out  the  appropriation  and 
agreed  to  the  repeal.  This  having  been  done 
in  connection  with  a  misprint,  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations  have  instructed  me  to  reo-  • 
ommend  concurrence  in  the  Senate  :imend- 
ment  as  it  is  found  in  the  engrossed  amend- 
ments just  read.  I  ask  the  committee  to  go 
back  to  the  twenty- fifth  amendment  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  RANDALL.     I  object. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
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committee  do  now  rise  and  report  to  the  House 
the  action  of  the  committee  on  the  bill. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  rise  to 
a  mtestion  of  order. 

The  CHAIRMAN.  The  committee  have 
decided  to  rise. 

Mr.  BUTLER,   of  Massachusetts.    Am  I 
too  late? 
The  CHAIRMAN.    Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.     Then  I 
will  attain  my  object  in  the  Hoase. 

The  committee  accordingly  rose;  and  the 
Speaker  having  resumed  thechair,  Mr.  Wheeler 
reported  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  had,  according  to 
order,  had  the  Union  generally  under  consid- 
eration, and  particularly  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1060)  making 
appropriations  for  the  legislative,  ezecative, 
and  judicial  exrpenses  of  the  Government  for 
theyear  ending  June  80, 1878,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  had  directed  him  to  report  that  the 
committee  had  concurred  in  certain  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  had  non-concurred  in 
others,  and  had  concurred  in  others  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  rise  to 
a  question  of  order.  It  appears  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  in  reporting  this  bill 
with  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
House,  ha?e  reported  a  paragraph  as  voted 
on  which  is  not  in  the  bill.  We  voted  upon 
an  amendment  which  is  in  the  printed  bill,  but 
is  not  in  the  engrossed  amendments  of  the 
Senate.  I  desire  that  that  may  be  corrected, 
and  that  the  bill  may  be  referred  again  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  for  the  purpose  of 
correcting  that  mistake.  It  could  not  be  done 
before  the  committee  rose,  because  the  com- 
mittee could  not  go  back  on  a  single  objection 
being  made.  But  I  think  now  we  are  in  the 
House  the  mistake  can  be  corrected,  and  I 
therefore  raise  the  question  of  order. 

The  SPEAKE  R.  That  is  not  a  question  of 
order  so  much  as  a  question  of  fact. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  The  fact  is  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  concurred  in  the  Senate 
amendment,  and  that  is  the  end  of  it. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusette.  The  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  did  notconeur  in  the  Sen- 
ate amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  As  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Butler,]  the 
Chair  is  under  the  impression  that  the  question 
is  one  of  fact  rather  than  of  order,  and  of  course 
it  is  the  duty  of  the  House  to  ascertain  what 
is  the  fact. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  the  Chair 
will  allow  me,  I  will  make  a  statement  about 
the  case.  It  is  not  correct,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts  alleges,  that  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  have  voted  on  a  paragraph 
that  was  not  in  the  bill.  The  paragraph  is  in 
the  printed  bill  precisely  as  in  the  engrossed 
bill,  with  this  difference:  one  clause  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  was  incorrectly 
printed.  The  Committee  of  the  Whole,  how- 
ever, struck  out  a  portion  of  the  Senate  amend- 
ment, and  adopted  an  amended  form  of  the 
amendment,  and  that  amended  form  of  the 
amendment,  being  concurred  in  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  is  reported  back  to  the 
House  for  its  action.  The  Committee  of  the 
Whole  voted,  therefore,  on  what  was  read  to 
them,  and  what  was  in  print  before  them,  and 
it  may  be  considered  that  the  form  they  have 
adopted  supersedes  the  form  of  amendment 
which  the  Senate  proposed  in  the  printed 
bill. 

I  considered  it  my  duty,  as  a  matter  of  ^ood 
faith,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  dis- 
crepancy between  the  printed  and  the  engrossed 
bill. 

Th«  SPEAKER.  Will  the  gentleman  indi- 
cate wherein  the  discrepancy  consists? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  By  companng 
the  amendment  number  twenty- nve^  on  page  I 


15  of  the  printed  bill,  with  the  amendment  as 
it  appears  in  the  engrossed  bill)  the  Chair  will 
see  that  a  discrepancy  exists. 

The  SPEAKER.  Amendment  number 
twenty -five  of  the  Senate,  as  printed,  will 
be  found  on  page  15  of  the  engrossed  bill  in 
italic  letters.  The  Clerk  will  read  the  actual 
amendment  as  it  stands  in  the  engrossed  bill, 
so  that  the  question  of  fact  may  be  placed 
before  the  House. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

After  the  word  **  doUarSt"  insert  these  words: 
And  in  newspapers,  $50,000:  Provided^  That  after 
the  publicatioQ  of  the  laws  of  the  present  Congress, 
the  publication  of  the  laws  in  newspapers  shall 
oease. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.  The  point  of  order  that  I  make  is  that 
no  question  of  fact  can  arise  on  the  report  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  "Whole  j 
that  we  must  take  the  report  he  makes. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  correct,  but  the  gen- 
tleman will  observe  that  this  raises  a  different 
point.  The  printed  bill  is  a  bill  ordered  to  be 
printed  by  the  House  ]  the  engrossed  bill  is  in 
the  possession  of  the  House.  The  question 
then  comes  up  in  the  House  whether  the 
printed  bill  corresponds  with  the  bill  thift  came 
from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  The  House  has  acted 
on  it,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  has  made  his  report  to  the  House, 
and  I  submit  that  no  question  of  fact  can  be 
raised  by  individual  members  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  in  the  House  which  sbiUl 
contradict  or  impugn  the  report  of  the  chait^ 
man  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not  necessarily  do 
that,  but  at  the  same  time,  while  the  Chair 
never  takes  cognizance  of  what  is  done  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  except  as  reported  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  that  does  not 
necessarily  bar  the  House  from  seeing  whether 
the  printed  bill  sent  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  differed  from  the  real  billon  the  Clerk's 
desk.  It  was  the  House  that  sent  tne  printed 
bill  to  the  committee,  and  it  is  for  the  House 
now,  in  the  exercise  of  its  own  proper  func- 
tions, to  see  whether  the  bill  which  they  sent 
to  the  committee  and  the  engrossed  bill  from 
the  Senate  correspond.  It  does  not  raise  the 
question  of  what  took  place  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole )  if  it  did  the  Chair  would  not  ester- 
tain  it. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Then  I  submit  that  if 
that  decision  stands  it  must  admit  of  the  rais- 
ing of  this  question  on  ail  occasions  when  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  differs 
with  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  if  the 
printed  bill  can  be  recognized  parliamentarily 
as  ever  being  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  knows,  as  a 
member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  which 
he  is,  not  as  Speaker  of  the  House,  that  the 
printed  bill  was  used  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  though  he  does  not  use  that  knowledge 
as  bearing  upon  the  point  at  issue. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  For  convenience  and  by 
unanimous  consent.  Were  it  otherwise  we 
should  never  get  through  with  a  bill. 

The  SPEAKER.  There  was  an  error  com- 
mitted here,  a  plain,  palpable  error  of  print, 
under  which  it  is  alleged  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  voted  under  a  misapprehetision. 
The  Chair  could  not  possibly  conceive  it  to  be 
within  the  sphere  of  his  duties  to  so  rule  that 
the  House  could  not  correct  an  obvious  error 
in  the  printing  of  the  bill.  The  gentlenan 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfield]  has  it  within  his 
own  control  to  place  this  matter  within  the 
action  of  the  House  by  allowing  an  amend- 
ment to  be  entertained  and  voted  on  in  the 
House  before  calling  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  If  the  Speaker  will 
allow  me,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  do  not  think 
the  committee  voted  under  any  misapprehen- 
sion. I  would  like  to  know  the  fact  if  any 
member  of  the  committee  alleges  that  he  voted 
under  a  misapprehension.     The  question  was 


discussed  and  understood,  and  there  wu  k) 
misapprehension . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  not  coa- 
sent  to  argue  or  to  hear  any  gentlein&Q  argue 
upon  that  point.  The  Chair  calls  the  att«ii- 
tion  of  the  House  back  te  the  point  that  i.t 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Bninj 
rises  and  calls  attention  to  the  fact  tb&t  tbe 
printed  bill  which  the  House  sent  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  is  not  a  tne  copy  of  the 
engrossed  bill  at  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  But  I  onderstooa  th; 
Speaker — ^and  I  beg  pardon  if  I  seem  \a  be 
contending  with  him,  for  I  am  not— to  hm 
his  decision  upon  the  fact  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  voted  under  a  misappreheo^m 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  distinctly  sutel 
otherwise.  He  stated  that  he,  as  &  memW 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  knev  thit  lo 
be  the  fact,  but  that  be  woald  not  as  Speaker 
make  use  of  that  fact. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Then  what  is  the pre^ 
cise  question  raised  by  the  geotleman  troo 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Butler?] 

The  SPEAKER.  That  the  printed  bill  i^\ 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  does  not  co^ 
respond  with  the  raanusoript  bill  that  case 
from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Allow  me  to  make  a  sag- 
gestion.  It  is  that  if  this  matter  has  not  beea 
properly  considered  in  the  Committee  of  tbe 
Wholes  it  should  be  recommitted  to  thai  com- 
mittee with  instructions  to  consider  that  put 
of  iL 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  not  neceasair. 
becausCf  as  it  has  already  been  discnsMd  u^ 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  itoBij 
be  now  considered  in  the  House.  Tbe  gea- 
tleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfuld,]  who  iui 
charge  of  the  bill,  before  calling  tbe  preriou 
question  upon  it  can  allow  an  ameodmeot  to 
be  offered  that  will  obviate*  the  difficnltj. 

Mr.  BANKS.  But  I  understand  that  tkii 
matter  has  not  been  properly  considered  io 
Committee  of  the  Whole  f  therefore  the  proper 
way  would  be  to  admit  an  ameodmeut  bjgea- 
erdi  content,  or  to  recommit  it  to  the  Comoit- 
tee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Gentlemenwii: 
bear  me  witness  that  while  we  were  in  0)31 
mittee  of  the  Whole  I  endeavored  to  go  baek 
and  have  this  matter  corrected,  and  objectioa 
was  made.  The  moment  I  foaod  oai  that  a 
mistake  had  been  made  I  ealled  the  auentioa 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  to  tb« 
iBatl«r«  and  they  instructed  me  what  to  da  j 
myself  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention  o. 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  wonld  haw 
much  preferred  that  the  mistake  sbould  h&^e 
been  corrected  there.  Now  that  we  are  in «« 
Hoase,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  shall  assome  tee 
right  to  offer  myself,  or  aJlowsome  oneeUej^ 
o#et,  an  amendment  so  that  we  may  be  m 
to  vote  on  the  original  proposition  as  it  c&ae 
over  from  the  Senate,  9mA  to  saj  tba^  ^^ 
Ooumittee  ott  Appropriaiions  have  instrocKd 
me  to  ask  that  the  House  conenr  in  ^ 
amendment. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  If  that  be  so,  lh«  « 
member  of  the  House  can  origioRte  a  prop<'' 
sitioB  and  call  for  the  yeaa  and  oays  apo°  i'* 
whether  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  »« 
acted  upon  it  or  not.  ^ 

The  SPEAKER.  Any  member  of  the  Hoiae 
has  the  right  to  call  for  a  separate  vote  o^ 
any  Senate  amend  ment.  The  Chair  wiil  dir^ 
the  Clerk  to  read  the  Senate  ameadoeBt  a^« » 
i«  recorded  in  the  manusoript  receired  iroa 
tbe  Senate* 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

After  the  word  "doliAra,''  ioMii: .,  ,  ^  .  .;^^ 

And  in  pewapapora,  150,000:  /^wtiei  That  »^«; 

the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  preaent  toDf.  ,j 

tbe  pablieation  of  the  laws  in  newipaptf<  ^ 

06ae«. 


The  SPEAKER*    Does  the  gentleroan 
Wisconsin  [Mr.  Bldridob]  assert  tbai  ti*i 
amendment  was  passed  npon  in  Comm^^^ 
the  Whole  ? 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Ifitwaspaasedopoo-- 
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The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  asks  the  gen* 
tleman,  as  be  seems  disposed  to  qaestioD  the 
statement  of  fact 

Mr.  ELDEEDQE.  I  do  not  desire  to  seem 
to  have  any  controversy  about  the  matter,  but 
simply  to  state  this,  as  the  proposition  upon 
which  my  mind  has  rested,  that  if  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  by  its  action  has  aoted  at 
all  upon  this  matter  so  as  to  briog  it  before 
the  House,  it  must  have  come  before  the 
House  upon  the  report  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  Unless  they  have 
acted  upon  it  so  as  to  have  it  brought  before 
the  House  on  the  report  of  the  chairman,  the 
House  cannot  act  upon  it  either  by  yeas  and 
nays  or  in  any  other  way.  It  is  only  when  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  have  so  acted  that 
the  matter  can  be  reported  to  the  House,  that 
the  House  can  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  It  is  obvious  of  course, 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  did  not  act 
upon  the  Senate  amendment  in  the  form  in 
which  it  passed  the  Senate.  It  seems  to  me 
this  matter  is  of  very  easy  solution.  I  move 
an  amendment  which  I  believe  will  possess 
the  advantage  of  raising  a  direct  ques^on 
which  can  be  settled  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote, 
and  will  not  differ  substantially  from  the  Sen- 
ate amendment,  though  it  may  change  it  in 
form.  It  will  also  avoid  a  point  of  order 
which  might  be  made  in  that  respect.  I  move 
to  amend  the  proviso  of  the  Senate  amend- 
ment that  it  will  read : 

Provided^  That  after  the  publioation  of  tl)0  laws 
and  treaties  of  the  present  God gress,  the  pubhcaUoo 
of  laws  and  troatiet  in  newspapers  shall  seasa. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Will  the  gentleman  modify 
his  proposition  so  as  to  provide  that  the  pay- 
ment for  the  publication  of  laws  in  newspapers 
shall  cease  after  the  present  Congress? 

The  SPEAKER..  There  is  no  necessity  for 
any  dispute  as  to  the  ruling  of  the  Chair, 
because  any  member  has  a  right  to  demand  a 
separate  vote  on  any  amendment  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Where  the  two  bodies 
have  concurred? 

The  SPEAKER,  On  this  point  seems  to 
arise  the  misapprehension  on  Uie  part  of  some 
members  of  the  House.  The  fact  that  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  has  passed  upon  a 
Senate  amendment  does  not  deprive  the  House 
of  the  right  to  vote  on  it  when  reported  back. 

Mr.  ELDKEDGE.  I  think  the  Speaker  is 
clearly  right  on  that  point. 

Mr.  Mc^}EELY.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.     What  is  now  before  the  House?* 

The  SPEAKER.    A  question  of  order. 

Mr.  McNEELY.     What  is  that? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  been  en- 
deavoring to  state  it. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  There  seems  to  be  a  good 
deal  more  being  discussed  than  a  question  of 
order. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Gij&piELD]  is  on  the  floor,  and  will 
state  the  action  he  proposes. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  the 
previous  question  on  the  bill  and  pending 
amendments. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassaohusetU.  I  desire 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  California,  [Mr.  Sabobiit,] 
to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  **  dollars" 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  When  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  MoNbelt]  has  been  assigned  the 
floor,  the  Chair  will  entertain  his  motion.  The 
Chair  has  frequently  ruled  that  it  is  necessary 
a  gentleman  shoald  have  the  floor  in  order  to 
move  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  Insist  on  my 
demand  for  the  previous  questio'n. 

Mr.  McNEELY.     Who  has  the  floor? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Gabfield.1 

Mr.  McNEELY.  The  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  BytLSB]  was  just  addressing 
the  Chair. 


The  SPEAKER.  So  was  the  gentleman 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  McNeely,]  but  neither 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  nor  the 
gentleman  from  IllinoiB  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Before  the  previous  cues* 
tion  is  called  I  trust  the  exact  position  oi  this 
question  may  be  understood. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order.     I  ask  that  gentlemen  take  their  seats. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  point  is  well  taken. 
[Laughter.]  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Gabfield]  being  on  the  floor  to  demand  the 
previous  Question,  yields  that  the  gentleman 
from  Calitornia  [Mr.  Sargent]  may  move  to 
amend  Senate  amendment  number  twenty- 
five.     Does  he  yield  further? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  No,  sir.  I  de- 
mand the  previous  question  on  the  bill  and 
pending  amendments. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  trust  the  exact  position 
of  this  question  wUl  be  understood. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  the 
twenty-fifth  amendment  of  the  Senate  as  it 
appears  in  the  bill  actually  returned  from  the 
Senate. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

After  the  word  "dollars,"  insert  the  words  "and 
in  newspapers,  $50,000:  Ptovided^  That  after  the 
publioation  of  the  laws  of  the  present  Congress,  the 
publioation  of  the  laws  in  newspapers  shall  cease." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia [Mr.  Saboent]  proposes  to  amend  this 
amendment  by  changing  the  proviso  so  as  to 
read : 

Provided^  That  after  the  publioation  of  the  laws 
and  treaties  of  the  present  Congress,  the  publication 
of  laws  and  treaties  in  newspapers  shall  cease. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  question  which  I 
sought  to  raise  has  not  yet  been  determined.  As 
I  understand,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate 
inserting  after  the  word  **  dollars''  the  words 
^^  and  in  newspapers,  $50,000,"  was  stricken 
out  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr,  RANDALL.     Certainly  it  was. 

Mr.  HOfiMAN.  And  was  so  reported  to 
the  House.  It  was  stricken  oat  upon  my 
motion  on  a  vote  by  tellers. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Yes,  sir.  There  were 
two  votes.  The  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Butler]  and  myself,  having  both 
discussed  the  subject,  were  the  tellers. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  point  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  HoucAtf]  is 
correct  according^ to  the  records. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Then  I  modify  my  amend- 
ment by  inserting  the  rest  of  the  Senate  amend- 
ment before  the  words  originally  proposed  in 
my  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  g;entleman  will  re- 
duce his  proposition  io  writing. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
is  on  the  floor  to  demand  the  previous  ques- 
tion. When  he  surrenders  the  floor  the  Chair 
will  recognize  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  to 
move  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
to  ask  a  parliamentary  question.  Would  it  be  in 
order  to  move  to  stnke  out  the  proviso  after 
the  amendment  was  amended? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  after  the  House  dis- 
tinctly voted  it  in.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Garfield]  demands  the  previous  ques- 
tion on  the  bill  and  pending  amendments. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  rise  to  a  parliamentary 
inquiry.  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
gentleman  from  California  [Mr.  SAROEirr]  to 
the  fact  that,  as  this  stood  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  it  enabled  us  to  vote  on 
two  independent  propositions.  Now,  my  in- 
quiry to  the  Chair  is  whether  in  the  House 
tne  proposed  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  California  will  afford  an  opportunity  to 
members  to  vote  on  the  two  separate  proposi- 
tions ?  I  submit  whether  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  will  not  permit  this  to  be  done  ;  that  is, 
to  take  a  vote  on  the  appropriation  and  a  sep- 
arate vote  on  the  proviso? 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  answer 
the  point  which  the  eentleman  from  Indiana 
raises.  The  appropriation  of  $60,000  and  the 
proviso  present  two  different  propositions,  and 
each  being  substantive  in  its  nature,  they  can 
be  divided  and  a  separate  vote  taken  on  each, 
and  the  Chair  will  so  rule. 

DR.  HOUARd's  OABE. 

Mr.  BANKS,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported 
the  following  resolution ;  which  was  recom- 
mitted, and  ordered  (o  be  printed. 

Whereas  Dr.  John  Emilio  Houard  has,  after  one 
years'  imprisonment  and  trial  by  a  military  cottrt- 
martial,  been  oonvioted  of  oomplicity  in  an  insur- 
rection acainst  the  Spanish  Uovernment  in  the 
island  of  Cuba,  and,  upon  said  conviction,  has  been 
transported  to  a  penal  colony  of  Spain  for  the  term 
of  eight  yean,  from  which  oonviotion,  sentence,  and 
punishment  he  appeals  for  protection  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States:  and  whereas  it  ap- 
pears, first,  that  said  Houard  was  a  native-born 
oitisen  of  the  United  States;  seeond,  that  he  never 
renoanoed  bis  allegiance  as  such  citizen ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  has  claimed  to  be  and  has  been  en- 
rolled by  the  officers  of  the  Qovernment  and  of  the 
United  States  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States; 
third,  that  it  is  not  shown  by  any  form  of  proof  that 
he  ever  became,  by  any  act,  a  subject  or  citiien  of 
the  Government  of  Spain ;  and  whereas  it  farther 
appears  that  his  trial,  sentenoe,  and  punish ment 
have  been  in  disregard  and  violation  of  his  un- 
doubted rights  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 
under  the  Constitution  and  laws  thereof,  and  the 
treatr  of  October  27, 1796,  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain:  Therefore,  ,      _ 

Be  U  reuolved.  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  House 
the  said  John  Emilio  Houard  waa  and  i«  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  by  birth  and  continued  and 
uninterrupted  choice,  and  as  such  is  entitled  to  all 
and  everf  protection  from  this  Government,  and^ 
in  the  opinion  of  this  House^  the  President  should 
promptly  demand  his  uneondttional  release  and  the 
restoration  of  his  property,  wfaioE  has  been  confis- 
cated to  the  use  of  the  Spanish  Government. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  move  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
62,  noes  78. 

Mr.  McNEELY  demanded  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  it  resulted  in 
the  negative — ^yeas  41,  nays  102,  not  voting, 
97 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Acker.  Ames,  Archer,  Arthur. 
Beck,  Bell,  Bird,  Caldwell,  Comingo,  Davis.  Doz,Du 
BoseJPuke.  Eldredge,  forker.  Garrett,  Gets.  Gol la- 
day,  Haldeman,  Hancock.  Handley,  Hanks,  Harper, 
John  T.Harris,  Hereford,  Hibbard,  King.  Manson. 
McClelland.  McHenry,  McNeelv.  Merour,  Benja- 
min F.  Meyers,  lUndall,  Soofield.  Shober,  Slater. 
Stevens    Terry,  Whitthorne,  and  Young— 41. 

NAYS  — Messrs,  Ambler,  Averill,  Banks.  Barry, 
Beatty,  Beveridge.  Bigby,  Bingham,  Braxton, 
Bright,  George  M.  Brooks,  Buckley,  Buffiotun, 
Burohard,  Burdett.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Roderick 
R.  Butler.  Cobb,  Coghlan,  Conger.  De  Large,  Don- 
nan,  Duell,  Dunnell,  Eamen,  Finkelnburg,  Charlee 
Foster,  Wilder  D.  Foster.  Frye,  Garfield,  Goodrich, 
Griffith.  Hale,  Halsey,  Harmer,  George  £.  Harris, 
Gerry  W.  Hazelton.  John  W.  Hazelton,  Hill,  Hoar, 
Holman,Kelle3%  Kellogg,  Kendall.  Lamport,  Lowe, 
Maynard.  McCormick,  McCrary,  McGrew,  Mc- 
Junkin,  McKee,  Merriam,  Merrick,  Monroe.  Moore, 
Morphis.  Leonard  Myers,  Negley,  Orr,  Packard, 
Packer,  Palmer.  Peck,  Pendleton,  Ferae.  Aaron  F. 
Perry.  Peters,  Polsnd,  Prindle.  Eaioey,  Ellis  U. 
Roberts,  Roosevelt,  Rusk.  Sargent,  Sawyer,  Ses- 
sions. Shanks.  Slocum.  John  A.  Smith,  Worthing- 
tonC.  Smith,  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Bprague.  Stougbtun, 
Stowell,  StronSf  Sutherland,  8wann.  Tsffe,  Thomas, 
Washington  Townsend,  Turner,  Twicheil,  Tyner, 
Upson,  Walden,  Waldron.  WallftceiWells.  Willard, 
Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  and  John  T.  Wilson— 102. 

NOT  VOTING— Mersrs,  Adams.  Barber,  Bamum, 
Biggs,  Austin  Blair,  JamesQ,  Blair.  Boles.  James 
Brooks.  Campbell,  Carroll,  William T.  Clark,  Free- 
man Clarke,  Cobarn.  Conner,  Cotton,  Cox,  Crebs, 
Creely.  CritcherijCrocker,  Crossland,  Durrall,  Dawes. 
Dickey,  Elliott,  Ely,  Farnsworth.  Farwell.  Henry  D. 
Foster,  Hambleton.  Havens,  Hawley.  Hay,  Hnys, 
Hemdos,  Hooper.  Houghton,  Kerr,  Ketobam,  Kii- 
linger,  Kinsella,  Lamieon,  Lansing,  Leach,  Lewis, 
Lynch,  Marshall.  Mcln tyre.  McEmney,  Mitchell. 
Morey.  Morgan,  Niblack.  Hosea  W.  Parker.  Isaac 
C.  Parker,  Eii  Perry,  Plstt,  Porter,  Potter.  Price. 
Read.  Edward  Y.  Rice,  John  M.Rice.  Ritchie,  Wil- 
liam R.  Roberts,  Robinson,  Rogers,  Seeloy.  Sheldon, 
Rhellabarger,  Sherwood,  Shoemaker,  sloss,  H. 
Boardman  Smith.  Snapp,  Snyder,  R.  Milton  Speer, 
Starkweather,  Stevenson.  Storm,  St.  John.  Sypher. 
Dwight  Townsend,  Tuthill.  Van  Trump,  Vaughan, 
Voorhees,  Waddell,  Wakeman,  Walls,  Warren, 
Wheeler.  Whiteley,  Williams  of  Indiana,  WilUauu 
of  New  York.  Winchester,  and  Wood— 97. 

So  the  House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  McNElSLY.    I  move  that  when  the 
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Hoaae  adjourns  to-day  it  be  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next. 

The  qaestion  being  taken,  there  were — ayes 
87,  noes  86. 

Mr.  McNEBLY.  I  demand  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  We  will  adjourn 
the  instant  the  previous  question  is  ordered. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  want  to  a4journ  now. 
I  want  to  see  what  has  been  done  this  after^ 
noon. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  gentlemen  make  an 
nndebatable  motion  they  must  not  debate  it. 

On  ordering  the  yeas  and  nays  there  were — 
ayes  nineteen,  not  one  fifih  of  the  last  TOte. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  demand  tellers  on  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  tellers  there 
were — aves  twelve,  not  one  fifth  of  a  quorum. 

So  tellers  were  refused,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  refused,  and  the  motion  that  when  the 
House  adjourns  to-day  it  be  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McNEELY.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  take  a  recess  until  seven  o'clock  this 
evening. 

The  House  divided,  and  there  were — ayes 
14,  noes  109. 

So  the  Honse  refused  to  take  a  recess. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Gabfikld]  to  order  the  previous  question  on 
the  amendments. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded — ayes 
97,  noes  24. 

The  main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  accord- 
ingly (at  five  o'clock  and  ten  minotes  p.  m.) 
the  House  adjourned. 


PETITIONS,  KTO. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees : 

By  Mr.  AMES :  The  appljcation  of  Marshall 
Gonant  for  compensation  in  organizing  and 
forming  the  internal  revenue  department. 

By  Mr.  BELL:  The  petition  of  James  E. 
Larkin  and  others,  for  the  passage  of  House 
bill  No.  1788. 

By  Mr.  BRAXTON :  The  petition  of  Alex. 
S.  laylor,  asking  to  have  his  political  disabili- 
ties  removed 

By  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee:  The 
memorial  of  P.  M.  Williams,  of  Tennessee, 
praying  relief. 

Also,  the  petition  of  James  G.  Rose,  of 
Tennessee,  praying  the  removal  of  his  political 
disabilities. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Sarah  A.  Timmons, 
praying  a  pension  on  account  of  the  services 
of  her  deceased  husband,  Stephen  D.  Tim- 
mons, company  D,  fourth  Tennessee  cavalry 
volunteers. 

By  Mr.  COTTON:  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  West  Liberty,  Iowa,  asKing  that  Congress 
set  apart  to  the  dependent  free  colored  people 
in  and  about  Washington  a  portion  of  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  cause  to  be  erected  thereon 
buildings  for  the  aged  and  infirm. 

By  Mr.  EAMES:  The  remonstrance  of 
Henry  W.  Gardner  and  others,  citizens  of 
Rhode  Island,  against  the  repeal  of  the  registry 
laws  and  the  registry  of  foreign-built  ships. 

By  Mr.  HALSEY:  The  petition  of  J  osiah 
Hornblower  and  others,  of  Hudson  county, 
New  Jersey,  asking  the  enactment  of  a  law  to 
prevent  the  absorption  of  the  public  lands 
of  the  United  States  by  railroads  or  other  cor- 
porations. 

By  Mr.  MERRIAM :  The  protest  of  Lott 
Frost  and  others,  citizens  of  Jefferson  county. 
New  York,  against  a  reduction  of  duty  on  for- 
eiffn  salt 

By  Mr.  MONROE:  The  petition  of  A.  G. 
Beers   and  88  others,  citizens  of  Ashland, 


Ohio,  praying  Congress  to  pass  House  bill 
No.  1788. 

By  Mr.  MOREY:  The  i)etition  of  the  Choc- 
taw nation,  protesting  against  the  passage  of 
the  third  section  of  House  bill  No.  2282  to 
dispose  of  the  military  reserve  at  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas. 

By  Mr.  L.  MYERS :  The  petition  of  Henry 
Brunner,  jr..  Turner  G.  Morehead,  H.  A. 
Brown,  H.  H.  K.  Elliott.  William  Lawson, 
and  95  others,  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  Penn- 
sylvania, for  the  passage  of  House  bill  No. 
1738,  entitled  '*A  bill  allowing  totally  and 
partially  disabled  soldiers  and  seamen  in- 
creased pensions. ' ' 

By.  Mr.  PACKARD :  The  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Lake  county,  Indiana,  for  the  imme- 
diate repeal  of  the  duties  on  coal,,  salt,  and  pig 
iron. 

By  Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire: 
The  petition  of  George  S.  Dean  and  41  others, 
citizens  of  Graflou  county.  New  Hampshire, 
praying  the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1728, 
granting  relief  to  invalid  soldiers. 

By  Mr.  PETERS :  The  petition  of  J.  S. 
Wheelright  and  others,  in  favor  of  House  bill 
No.  1738. 

By  Mr.  WILLARD :  The  memorial  of  Bar- 
bara McGleason  for  a  pension. 


IN  SENATE. 


Friday,  April  12,  1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
HAK,  D.  D. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  Journal 
of  yesterday^ s  proceedings. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  move  to  dispense  with 
the  further  reading  of  the  Journal  this  morning. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    I  hope  not 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nebraska  asks  unanimous  consent  that 
the  reading  of  the  Journal  be  dispensed  with 
for  the  purpose  of  calling  up  a  bridge  bill. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  1  certainly 
have  no  objection  to  the  calling  up  of  the 
Senator's  bill  if  the  reading  of  the  Journal 
will  be  continued  afterward. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  a  local 
bill  which  the  Senator  from  Nebraska  has 
several  times  already  called  up. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.  I  do  not 
object  to  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  the  bill  will  be  regarded  as  up. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  It  is  Senate  bill  No. 
828,  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Marvland  states,  however,  that  he  desires 
to  hear  the  remainder  of  the  Journal  read, 
and  the  Journal  must  first  be  read,  if  at  all, 
before  any  business  is  entered  upon,  if  the 
Senator  desires  to  hear  the  remainder  of  it  read, 
the  Secretary  will  resume  the  reading  of  it. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Maryland.    Yes.  sir. 

The  Secretary  resumed  and  concludea  the 
reading  of  the  Journal. 

BRIDGR  AT  NEBRASKA  OITT. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate, 
by  unanimous  consent,  authorized  the  Sen- 
ator from  Nebraska  to  call  up  a  bill,  subject  to 
objection  if  it  should  give  rise  to  debate.  It 
is  a  bridge  bill  reported  from  the  Committee 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  It  is  Senate  bill  No. 
828,  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  take  it  up. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  828) 
authorizing  the  construction  of  a  bridge  across 
the  Missouri  river  opposite  to  or  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  Nebraska  City,  Nebraska. 

The  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  first  amendment  was  in  section  one,  line 
fourteen,  after  the  word  ** bridge,*'  to  strike 
out  the  following  words : 

For  a  reasonably  romunerative  compensation,  to 


be  fixed  and  established  by  the  mtyor  ui  cnr 
ooanoil  of  Nebraska  City  aforenid*  to  be  paid  tj 
the  ownerB  thereofl 

And  to  insert  in  lien  thereof  the  folio«iii|: 

And  that  said  bridge  shall  not  interfen  viti  lLi 
free  navigation  of  said  river  beyond  what  ii  neeet- 
sary  to  oarry  into  effect  the  rtghti  and  jviTilcfe 
hereby  granted ;  and. 

So  that  the  section  will  read : 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  NobrukaGty  Bridgi 
Company,  a  oorporation  haTioc  aathoritr  from  Ue 
State  of  N  ebraaka  and  from  the  btats  of  Iovai.to  bnld 
a  railroad,  transit,  and  wagon>brid^e  acrosi  tht  Mu- 
sottri  river,  opposite  to  or  in  the  immedate  rieui- 
ity  of  Nebraska  City,  in  the  ooanty  of  Otoe  aaj 
State  of  Nebraska;  and  that  whenooD8traetMl«il 
trains  of  railroads  terminating  at  the  Missouri  rirer 
at  or  near  the  location  of  said  bridge ihall  be  alloted 
to  cross  said  bridge  for  a  reasonable  eoaptoMiifia. 
to  be  paid  to  the  owners  thereof;  and  that  all  other 
property,  goods,  passengers,  teams,  and  other  modo 
of  transit  shall  be  allowed  to  oross  said  bndgt.  im 
that  said  bridge  shall  not  interfere  with  the  bn 
nayigation  of  said  river  beyond  whatia  Doeeoimi 
order  to  carry  into  effect  the  rights  sod  pririlcce 
hereby  granted ;  and  in  case  of  any  litifation  im- 
ing  from  any  obstrnetton^  or  alleged  obe^aetioa,  u 
the  free  navigation  of  said  river,  the  caoKniyU 
tried  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  StAics.f 
any  State  in  which  any  portion  of  said  obtnetk 
or  bridge  touches . 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  ti), 
line  seven,  after  the  word  '*  assigned,"  tola- 
sert  the  words  ''without  any  remaQerauTt 
compensation;''  in  line  eleven,  after  the  lord 
**  transfer/*  to  insert  the  words  *'upon  the 
payment  of|the  reasonable  expenses  thereof." 
and  at  the  end  of  the  section  to  addthefollot- 
ing  proviso : 

Provided,  That  the  said  Nebraska  Cit7  Ilridl« 
Company,  and  their  associates,  shall  fail  tarn- 
mence  in  good  faith  the  erection  of  aud  oriife 
within  one  year  from  the  passage  ofthiia^oi 
complete  the  said  bridge  without  anneoesiaiT  w 
unreasonable  delay  in  accordance  with  the  prorv- 
ions  of  this  charter. 

So  that  the  section  will  read : 

Sao.  2.  That  the  oorporatoiv  named  in  the  abor* 
incorporation  shall  hold  the  said  charter  tm 
granted  in  trust  for  the  sole  and  exelosirfl  nie  im 
benefit  of  any  person  or  persons,  oompaor  or  ccx- 
piiinies,  corporation  or  oorporations,  who  shall  bo]><i- 
erect,  and  complete  such  oridge  herein  promote 
aocoitlance  with  the  provisions  of  this  set;  asduH 
original  incorporators  shall  transfer  and  a$;|ia> 
withont  any  remanerative  OompensatioD.  all  tsfli , 
rights  to  any  party  or  parties,  eompany  or  ««•- 
panics,  corporation  or  corporations,  who  nail  enct 
said  bridge ;  and  if  said  corporators,  or  any  of  tt'^a 
shall  refuse  or  fail  to  make  sach  transfer,  apoo  Ut 
payment  of  the  reasonable  expenses  thereof  U|(r 
may  be  compelled  to  do  so  by  any  eoart  baTiaf  ji- 
risdiction:  Provided,  That  the  said  hebwkaCip 
Bridge  Company,  and  their  associatei.  Bh*li  bil  t« 
commence  in  good  faith  the  erection  of  wd  br>4|t 
within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  thi«  acu  uj 
comi>lete  the  said  bridge  withoat  unn(««iMa»K 
unreasonable  delay  in  accordance  with  the  pr'>rn- 
ions  of  this  charter. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  oiittlie 
third  section  of  the  bill  in  the  following  voni= : 

Sic.  3.  That  any  bridge  built  under  thepri>Tisc« 
of  this  act  shall  not  bein  any  case  of  less  elerauoi  tbtf 
fifty  feet  above  extreme  high -water  mark,  s?  uof^; 
stood  at  the  point  of  looation,  to  the  bottom  cbo^«> 
the  bridge,  unless  sach  bridge  shall  be  coDStranni 
with  such  necessary  draw  or  draws  aa  shall  m  «&- 
struct  the  free  navigation  of  said  river  r  nor  shall  "< 
spans  be  of  less  than  two  hundred  foet  io  mt^  ^ 
the  clear,  and  the  piers  of  said  bridge  shall  bep«rii- 
lel  with  the  current  of  the  river,  and  the maia  QU 
shall  be  over  the  main  channel  of  the  river. 
And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  foilovior 
That  any  bridge  bnUt  under  the  prorisioss  of  thi« 
act  may,  at  the  option  of  person  or  persooA.  ww 
poration  building  the  same,  be  built  as  a  dra«- 
bridge,  with  a  pivot-draw,  or  with  unbrokeo  or  eoo- 
tinuoos  spans :  Provided,  That  if  the  u^e  aH  m 
made  of  unbroken  continuous  spaas,  it  shall  doi  k 
of  less  elevation,  in  any  case,  toan  fifty  ^^*  ,!! 
extreme  high-water  mark,  as  undentood  m» 
point  of  location,  to  the  boUom  obord  of  th«  wap> 
nor  shall  the  spans  of  said  bridge  be  le«  than  th^ 
hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length;  and  the  pienyi 
said  bridge  shall  be  parallel  with  the  eurreiitott^ 
river,  and  the  main  span  shall  be  orer  JM  JJr 
channel  of  the  river,  and  not  less  than  three  du 
dred  feet  in  length:  And  provided  al^,  ThtJ  [• 
bridge  shall  be  built  under  this  aotasadn«-l>r»s^ 
the  same  shall  be  oonsuucted  as  a  ptrot  in 
bridge,  with  a  draw  over  the  main  channel  oi»- 
river  at  an  accessible  and  navigable  P<>«>.»*il^;: 
spans  of  not  less  than  one  handred  and  sixty  ve^  "^ 
length  in  the  clear  on  each  side  of  tb«  o«b^^. 
pivot-pier  of  the  draw,  and  the  next  »<l{<«n"iiK 
to  the  draw  shall  not  be  less  than  t«op°,^.£ 
fiOy  feet:  and  said  spans  shall  not  h«  l«si  »«■ 
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thirty  feet  abore  low-water  mark,  and  not  len  than 
ten  feet  above  extreme  hitch-water  mark,  measar- 
iui;  to  the  bottom  chord  of  the  bridge,  and  the  pierfl 
ol'flAid  bridge  vhail  bo  parallel  with  the  current  of 
the  river:  And  provided  aUo,  That  said  draw  shall 
bo  upcnod  promptly,  upon  reasonable sisraal,  for  the 
passage  of  boats  whose  construction  snail  not  be 
sach  aa  to  admit  of  their  passage  under  the  perma- 
nent 8pans  of  said  bridge,  except  when  trains  are 
pacing  over  the  same;  but  in  no  case  shall  unneces- 
sary delay  occur  in  opening  the  said  draw  during  or 
after  the  passage  of  trains:  And  protfided  further. 
That  the  corporation  bailding  said  bridge  may,  ii 
not  unauthorized  by  the  provisions  of  its  charter  of 
incorporation,  outer  upon  the  banks  of  said  river. 
cither  above  or  below  the  point  of  the  location  or 
said  bridge,  for  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  and  erect 
and  maintain  breakwaters,  or  uso  such  other  means 
a.<<  may  be  necessary  to  make  a  channel  for  said 
river,  and  confine  the  flow  of  the  water  to  a  perma- 
nent channel,  and  to  do  whatever  may  be  neoessary 
to  accomplish  said  object,  but  shall  not  impede  or 
obstruct  the  navigation  of  the  said  river :  and  all 
plans  for  such  works  or  erections  upon  the  banks  of 
the  river  shall  first  be  submitted  to  the  Secretary  of 
War  lor  his  approval. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  Nebraska  if  this  bill  has  been 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce? 

Mr.  miCHCOCK.  It  is  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  should  like  to  ask 
further  whether  it  contains  a  provision  that 
the  location  and  plan  of  the  bridge  shall  be 
approved  by  the  United  States  engineers? 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  It  is  to  be  approved 
by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    That  is  the  same  thing. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  On  page  3,  section 
three,  in  the  second  line  from  the  bottom 
of  the  page,  the  word  '*  three"  should  be 
stricken  out  and  *Hwo"  inserted.  It  is  a 
mistake,  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
will  state. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     It  is  evidently  a  misprint. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  bill  is  for 
a  bridge  across  the  Missouri  river,  and  it  reads 
^*  nor  shall  the  spans  of  said  bridge  be  less  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  length.''  The 
Senator  from  Minnesota  states  that  this  is  a 
misprint,  and  that  the  committee  reported 
^Hwo  hundred  and  fifty  feet"  It  will  be  so 
amended  if  there  be  no  objection. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Post  Ofiices  and  Post  Roads  was  to  strike  out 
the  fourth  section  of  the  bill  in  the  follovring 
words : 

That  the  said  Nebraska  City  Bridge  Company  may 
execute  a' mortgage  and  issue  bonds,  principal  and 
intere^^t,  at  such  time  and  at  such  place  as  the  di- 
rectors of  said  compan}^  shall  direct;  and  their  bridge 
across  the  Missouri  nver  and  approaches  thereto, 
when  constructed,  shall  be  a  post  road  to  carry  the 
mails  of  the  United  States,  and  enjoy  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  other  post  roads. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

That  any  bridge  constrnoted  under  this  aot  and 
according  to  its  limitations,  shall  be  a  lawful  struc- 
ture, and  shall  be  known  and  recognized  as  a  post 
route,  upon  whioh,  also,  no  higher  charge  shall  be 
made  for  the  transmission  over  thesame  of  the  mails, 
the  tcpops,  and  the  munitions  of  war  of  the  United 
Stat^  than  the  rate  ner  mile  paid  for  their  trans- 
i>or  tation  over  the  railroads  or  public  highways  lead- 
jag  to  the  said  bridge. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.  • 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
ifth  section  of  the  bill  in  the  following  words: 

Skc.  5.  That  the  said  Nebraska  City  Bridge  Com- 
>aijy  may  hold  their  meetinss  in  either  the  State 
>f  Nebraska  or  the  State  of  Iowa,  as  the  board  of 
li rectors  may  elect,  and  the  directors  may  be  citi- 
en 8  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  said  corporation 
nay  4ueor  be  sued  in  any  circuit  or  district  court  of 
be  United  States  or  State  coart,  to  be  held  in  the 
[i8trict  or  county  in  which  said  bridge  is  located  or 
ouches,  except  the  cause  of  action  shall  arise  from 
.Uoffcd  obstruction  to  the  free  navigation  of  said 
iver,  whioh  causes  of  action  shall  be  tried  in  the 
ijjtrict  court  of  the  United  States  as  herinbefore 
rovided  for. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 

That  all  railway  companies  desiring  to  use  the 
iid  bridffe  shall  have  and  be  entitled  to  equal  rights 
nd  privileges  in  the  passage  of  the  same,  and  in  the 
se  of  the  maehinery  and  fixtures  thereof,  and  of  all 
3e  approaches  thereto,  under  and  upon  such  terms 
nd  conditions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secre- 
try  of  War,  upon  hearing  the  allegations  and  prooft 
f  the  parties  in  ease  they  shall  not  agree. 

The  amendm^at  waa  agreed  to. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thurman]  will  see  in  the  next 
amendment  what  he  was  asking  in  regard  to, 
and  he  can  observe  whether  the  phraseology 
is  satisfactory. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  next  amendment 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  which  was  to  add  as  an  additional  sec- 
tion the  following : 

Skc.  6.  That  the  plan  and  specifloations,  with  the 
necessary  drawings  of  said  bridge,  shall  be  submit- 
ted to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  approval,  and 
until  he  approve  the  plan  and  location  orsaid  bridge 
it  shall  not  be  built  or  commenced ;  and  should  any 
change  be  made  in  the  plan  of  said  bridge,  during 
the  progress  of  the  work  thereon,  such  change  shall 
be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War; 
and  all  changes  in  the  construction  of  said  bridge 
that  may  be  directed  by  Congress  shall  be  made  at 
the  cost  and  expense  of  the  owners  thereof. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    That  is  the  usual  pro- 
vision, and  I  think  it  is  very  well  drawn. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  add  as  an  addi- 
tional section  the  following : 

Sro.  7.  That  the  right  to  alter  or  amend  this  aot, 
so  as  to  prevent  or  remove  all  material  obstruetions 
to  the  naviftation  of  said  river  by  the  construction 
of  bridges,  is  hereby  expressly  reserved. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  C0NKLIN6.  I  wish  the  Secretary  to 
read  the  provision  in  reference  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Federal  courts  in  the  first  section. 
I  think  that  the  caases  may  be  heard  in  any 
district  in  which  the  bridge  touches. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  concluding  clause 

of  the  first  section  in  the  following  words : 

And  in  case  of  any  litigation  arising  from  any 
obstruction,  or  alleged  obstruction,  to  the  free  navi- 
gation of  said  river,  the  cause  may  be  tried  before 
the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  of  any  State 
in  which  any  portion  of  said  obstruction  or  bridge 
touches. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  suggest  that  that  is 
not  very  plain  and  intelligible  phraseology, 
and  I  propose  to  modify  it  in  this  way 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  It  has  been  heretofore  '*  the 
district  court''  usually.  This  is  probably  a 
misprint. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  My  recollection  is  that 
it  has  been  the  district  court,  and  I  think  it 
should  be  now.  However^  my  suggestion  at 
this  moment  is  different ;  I  suggest  the  insert 
tion  of  the  words,  **the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  in  or  opposite  to  which  any  por- 
tion of  said  obstruction  or  said  bridge  may 
be."  There  is  something  wrong  in  this  phrase- 
ology, **in  which  any  portion  of  said  obstruc- 
tion or  bridge  touches.  ' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sena- 
tor suggest  a  change  as  to  the  district  court 
also? 

Mr.  CONELINO.  I  move  to  amend  first 
in  line  twenty-two,  by  adding,  after  the  word 
*Mn,"  the  words  *' or  opposite  to;"  so  as  to 
read  **in  any  State  in  or  opposite  to  which 
any  portion  of  said  obstruction  or  bridge;" 
and  then  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
*<  touches"  and  insert  the  words  **  may  be." 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
Senator,  is  not  every  portion  of  the  territory 
of  the  United  States  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
some  district  or  circuit  court? 

Mr.  CONKUNG.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  For  instance,  the  bound- 
ary line  between  Iowa  and  Wisconsin  is  prob- 
ably in  the  thread  of  the  river  somewhere. 

Mr.  CONKLING.    That  may  be  so. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Then  where  is  the  necessitv 
of  saying  *'  opposite  to?  "  I  think  that  will 
only  complicate  the  matter. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  think  not.  I  think 
when  yon  say  **  any  State  in  which  any  portion 
of  said  obstruction  or  bridge  touches,"  you 
have  words  which  in  the  first  place  are  very 
awkward,  and.  in  the  next  place,  there  might 
be  a  good  deal  of  doubt  about  what  they  mean. 
It  might  not  touch  any  State ;  it  might  be  in 
the  center.  There  might  be  a  great  many 
questions  about  it. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  amendment. 


Mr.  CONKLING.  These  words  I,  think, 
make  it  entirely  plain,  that  the  case  may  be 
heard  in  the  court  held  in  any  State  in  which, 
or  opposite  to  which,  this  obstruction  may  be. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Why  not  say  **  in  which?" 
Why  the  alternative  ?  Is  not  one  sufficient  ? 
Why  not  in  the  district  court  ? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  will  be  in  the  district 
court.  However,  I  do  not  care  so  much  about 
the  words  '*  opposite  to  which,"  as  I  do  about 
these  other  words.  When  you  say  **  in  which 
any  portion  of  said  obstruction  or  bridge 
touches,"  I  do  not  understand  what  that  means, 
and  I  am  afraid  a  great  many  people  will  not 
understand  it. 

*  Mr.  HITCHCOCK.    I  am  willing  to  accept 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Therefore  my  proposi- 
tion is  to  say  *'any  State  in  or  opposite  to 
which  an  V  portion  of  said  obstruction  or  bridge 
may  be."  If  the  Senator  objects  to  the  words 
'* opposite  to"  1  will  strike  those  words  out, 
and  then  I  think  it  ought  to  be  the  district 
court. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  think  it  ought  to  be  the 
district  court.  All  the  other  bills  read  in 
that  way. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  the  bill  will  be  so  amended. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin on  my  right,  [Mr.  Howe,]  suggests  to 
use  the  words  **any  district  or  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States,"  putting  it  in  the  alterna- 
tive.   There  can  be  no  objection  to  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     If  the  Senator 
from  Nebraska  does  not  object,  and  no  divis 
ion  is  demanded,  that  amendment   will    be 
regarded  as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  suggest  that  a  better 
word  than  ^* opposite"  would  be  **next;" 
*Mn  or  next  to  which,"  because  the  inten- 
tion evidently  is  that  as  a  district  immediately 
adjoining  the  district  in  which  the  alleged  ob- 
struction is  may  be  equally  interested  in  the 
removal  of  it,  the  circuit  court  in  that  district 
also  should  have  the  same  jurisdiction.  I 
think  **next"  would  be  a  better  word  than 
*' opposite."  Still  I  do  not  care  anything 
about  it. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  have  no  choice  about 
iL  I  submit  to  the  Senate,  however,  that 
when  yon  speak  of  an  obstruction  in  a  navi- 
gable stream  in  or  opposite  to  a  certain  State, 
there  can  be  no  doubt  what  that  would  mean. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
from  California  does  not  move  an  amendment, 
the  bill  will  be  reported  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate,  and  the 
amendments  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  have  no  wish  ever  to 
object  to  anything  which  the  Senator  from 
Nebraska  desires.  I  inquire,  however,  whether 
this  bill  contains  the  various  provisions  sent 
here  from  the  engineer  department,  which,  thus 
far  at  least  within  my  knowledge,  have  been 
adopted  into  every  bill  of  this  kind  that  has 
passed  the  Senate  ? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  All  the  qualifications  and 
restrictions  usual  in  these  buls  in  the  olden 
time  and  the  present  have  been  incorporated 
in  this  bill. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  wish  to  ask  what  pro- 
vision is  made  here  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the 
bridge  by  different  railroads  ? 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  That  will  be  found  on 
the  sixth  page  of  the  bill,  commencing  on  the 
eleventh  line. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  ask  the  Secretary  to 
read  that  portion  of  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  report  the  fifth  section  as  it  stands  in 
the  bill. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  fifth  section. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  do  not  know  that  those 
provisions  are  exactly  the  same  with  those 
adopted  by  the  Senate  in  the  case  of  the  bridge 
bill  presented  and  urged  here  by  the  senior 
Seoaior  from  lowsi  [Mur.  Harlaw.]    My  pree- 
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ent  impression,  however,  is  that  they  are  sub- 
stantially the  same  and  are  sufficient.  I  do 
not  see  the  senior  Senator  from  Iowa  in  his 
seat;  but  in  the  absence  of  information  to  the 
contrary  I  shall  accept  those  lines  as  being 
substantially  the  same  as  the  provisions  of  the 
other  bill. 

Mr.  CONELING.  Before  the  bill  passes  I 
wish  to  make  one  suggestion  to  the  Senator 
from  Nebraska.  This  bill  contains  no  regu- 
lation touching  the  stationary  spans  of  the 
bridge  as  to  the  elevation  to  whicn  they  shall 
be  put  above  low  water.  It  does  provide  that 
they  shall  be  fifty  feet  above  high  water,  and 
there  is  really  an  ambiguity,  by  the  by,  in  that 
statement  as  I  heard  the  bill  read.  Now,  at 
Omaha,  the  Missouri,  I  think^  cannot  rise ;  its 
banks  do  not  admit  of  its  rising  and  falling 
over  ten  feet.  If  I  am  wrong  the  Senator  will 
correct  me.  Supposing  it  to  be  ten  feet,  this 
is  a  provision  then  which  will  set  the  station* 
ary  chords  of  that  bridge  sixty  feet  above  low 
water 

Mr.'  HITCHCOCK.  The  Senator  will  see 
on  page  4,  line  thirty-one,  that  ^'said  spans 
shall  not  be  less  than  thirty  feet  above  low- 
water  mark." 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  as  to 
the  draw-bridee,  the  Chair  will  say. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  relates,  as  I  heard 
the  bill  ready  to  the  draw- bridge.  My  state- 
ment  is  as  to  the  stationary  spans.  I  listened 
in  vain  for  a  requirement  placing  them  any 
distance  above  low  water,  except  so  far  as  that 
requirement  would  follow  inferentially  from 
requiring  them  to  be  fifty  feet  above  high 
water.  As  I  understand  that  river  at  the 
place  where  this  bridge  is  to  stand,  I  think  it 
would  be  difficult  to  deduce  from  this  any  re- 
quirement that  the  bridge  should  be  over  fifty- 
eight  or  sixty  feet  above  low* water.  I  doubt 
whether  the  Senator  wants  that.  I  do  not  know, 
however 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  will  state  that  the 
amendments  of  the  committee  are  in  the  pre- 
eise  language  of  two  bills  already  passed  by 
the  Senate  at  this  session  for  bridges  lower 
down  on  the  same  stream,  and  passed  without 
debate  and  without  question. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  am  glad  the  Senator 
says  that  they  passed  without  debate  and  with- 
out question,  because  that  may  excuse  some 
of  US  for  not  having  our  attention  called  to  it. 
I  do  not  make  this  suggestion  in  the  nature 
of  an  objection,  and  I  do  not  intend  to  impede 
the  bill  which  the  Senator  has  in  charge ; .  he 
knows  much  more  about  it  than  I  do ;  but  I 
cannot  understand  as  to  that  river  or  any  other 
river,  except  a  river  in  which  the  rise  and  fall 
is  so  great  that  gauging  by  high  water  is  safe 
as  to  low  water,  the  propriety  of  providing 
that  the  bridge  shall  be  a  certain  number  of 
feet  above  high  water,  unless  you  mean  to 
reject  all  security  touching  .on  the  low- water 
gauge. 

If  there  is  a  rise  and  fall,  as  there  is  in  some 
rivers,  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet,  and  you  pro- 
vide that  the  bridge  shall  be  fifty  feet  above 
high  water,  you  have  a  certificate  that  at  low 
water  the  elevation  will  be  much  greater.  If 
you  take  a  stream  like  that,  as  dispersed  and 
sluggish,  and  the  banks  as  low  as  the  banks 
of  the  Missouri,  wherever  I  know  it,  then  you 
get  but  one  gauge ;  it  is  substantially  providing 
that  fifty  feet  shall  be  all  the  lee-way  for  vessels 
at  any  stage  of  water,  although  it  may  fall  so 
that  it  is  but  little  more  than  that  at  times. 
Substantially  that  fixes  it.  I  repeat,  I  do  not 
make  this  as  an  objection^  but  only  as  a  sug- 
gestion for  the  consideration  of  the  Senator. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  If  that  be  an  objec- 
tion, the  clause  which  permits  further  amend- 
ments leaves  the  whole  matter  with  Congress 
by  future  legislation  in  case  any  trouble  should 
aiise. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  see  that  we  need 
make  any  provision  against  low  water.  If  we 
get  the  bridge  high  enough  bo  that  vessels  can 
go  under  it  in  high  wateri  of  course  they  can 


go  under  it  at  low  water.  I  do  not  understand 
why  we  need  make  any  provision  for  the 
height  of  the  bridge  above  low  water. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  will  tell  the  Senator, 
if  he  will  allow  me,  why  I  think 

Mr.  POMEROY.  One  moment.  We  do 
need  a  provision  that  a  boat  shall  be  able  to 
go  under  the  bridge  at  high  water.  The  smoke- 
stacks are  fifty  feet  high,  we  will  say ;  there- 
fore we  provide  that  the  bridge  shall  be  high 
enough  to  admit  them  in  high  water,  and  of 
course  they  can  get  under  at  low  water. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  is  undoubtedly 
true  if  you  want  the  same  boats  in  the  same 
condition  to  pass  under  the  same  span.  If 
with  the  same  elevation  of  smoke-stack  you 
intend  that  the  boat  shall  go  through  the  same 
span  at  all  times,  the  Senator's  argument  is 
perfect.  If,  however,  you  intend  that  in  high 
water  boats  shall  resort  to  a  draw,  and  to  that 
only,  and  if  you  intend  your  bridge  to  be  so 
elevated  that  in  low  water  they  can  go  regard- 
less of  the  draw,  the  Senator  will  see  that  his 
suggestion  falls  to  the  ground.  I  suppose  in 
making  these  bridges  the  design  is  to  put  a 
swivel  draw  (although  that  is  not  what  it  is 
called)  in  the  center,  some  draw  by  which  at 
high  water  boats  may  pass,  and  to  have  such 
an  elevation  that  in  low  water  they  shall  have 
free  course  without  resorting  to  the  draw. 
Now,  I  think  the  Senator  trom  Kansas  will 
see  that  there  is  great  force  in  the  argument 
about  the  low- water  gauge.  But  if  the  inten- 
tion is  that  boats  shall  lower  their  smoke- 
stacks at  all  stages  of  water  and  resort  to  the 
draw  at  all  stages  of  the  water,  then,  of  course, 
if  you  fix  a  high- water  gauge  you  have  the 
whole  thing. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senator  and  myself 
do  not  disagree  at  all.  We  merely  misunder- 
stand each  other.  If  there  is  a  draw  in  it,  it 
is  a  low  bridge :  and  if  there  is  no  draw  in  it 
at  all,  then  it  is  a  high  bridge,  and  it  is  fifly 
feet.  There  is  no  draw  in  a  bridge  that  is  fifty 
feet  above  high  water;  there  is  no  use  of  put- 
ting a  draw  into  a  bridge  that  has  fifty  feet  of 
elevation  above  high  water.  But  this  bill  is 
so  drawn  that  they  can  build  either  kind  of 
bridge :  they  may  build  a  low  bridge  with  a 
draw,  or  they  may  build  a  high  bridge  with- 
out a  draw,  that  shall  be  fifty  feet  above  high 
water. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Allow  me  to 
ask  the  Senator  if  it  is  not  the  general  fact 
with  regard  to  the  construction  of  these 
bridges  according  to  the  recommendation  of 
the  Secretary  of  VVar,  that  they  shall  be  a  cer- 
tain number  of  feet  above  low  water,  which 
was  designed  to  accommodate  the  passage  at 
ordinary  high  water,  and  beyond  that  there  is 
to  be  a  draw  for  extraordinary  high  water? 

Mr.  POME  HOY.  No,  sir.  The  design  of 
this  bill  is  to  allow  the  company  to  build  either 
a  high  bridge  or  a  low  bridge.  If  they  build  a 
low  bridge,  they  must  put  a  draw  in  it }  if 
they  build  a  high  bridge,  there  is  no  draw  at 
all. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  am  speaking 
of  the  general  policy.  Is  not  the  whole  of  it 
predicated  on  this  idea,  that  you  provide,  in 
the  construction  of  a  bridge,  for  ordinary  high 
water,  and  to  that  end  you  shall  build  a  bridge 
so  high  ;  but  to  provide  against  the  contin- 
gencies of  extraordinary  high  water  you  put 
in  the  draw.     Is  that  not  the  theory  of  it? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  •  That  may  be  the  theory 
of  the  Department,  but  it  is  not  the  theory  of 
this  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  That  may  be. 
Now,  quaere  whether,  that  bein^  the  theory  of 
the  Department  and  our  legislation  based 
upon  it,  it  is  not  right  to  keep  within  that 
theory,  and  not  diverge  from  it? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

Mr  CORBETT.  I  move  to  add  to  the  last 
section  of  the  bill  the  following: 

And  all  such  changes  or  alterations  shall  be  made 
at  the  cost  of  the  owners  of  suoh  bridce. 


Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  If  it  is  Decesnn  o, 
have  that  in  twice,  I  have  no  objectioD. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  if  the  gentleman  i:, 
show  me  the  provision  in  the  bill,  I  will  m 
offer  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  It  is  slrewlj  nse* 
tioned  in  the  bill  two  or  three  times.  If  it» 
gentleman  wishes  it  in  again,  I  smssti^ei 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secmw 
will  read  the  close  of  the  sixth  section,  aaii 
the  Senator  from  Oregon  will  see  whethtri^: 
provision  is  there. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

And  all  changes  in  the  eonatmcUoo  of  said  bri4;» 
that  may  be  directed  by  Congress  shall  be attkuj^t 
and  expense  of  the  oirDers  thereof. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  withdraw  my  vneei 
ment. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  ea|rossed  for  i 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  ud 
passed. 

HOUSB  BILLS  R8FEBRKD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  694)  to  preveot  emltr 
to  animals  while  in  transit  bj  railroad  or  otb 
means  of  transportation  within  the  Uoiit< 
States,  was  read  twice  by  Its  tide,  and  nkmd 
to  the  Committee  on  Agrioalture. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1898)  to  extend  tii( 
time  for  providing  a  college  under  aoaciM- 
titled  **An  act  donating  public  iaods  to  tbe 
several  States  and  Territories  which  nuj  p<v 
vide  colleges  for  the  benefit  of  agricuUnre  u J 
the  mechanic  arts,''  approved  Jalj  2,  \vl>i 
the  State  of  Indiana,  to  March  1,  l^'-l  *>: 
read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  om 
Committee  on  Education  and  Labor. 

TERRITORIAL  LAWS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  ik 
Senate  a  copy  of  the  general  laws,  meffloruj. 
and  resolutions  of  the  Territory  of  DaL(^ 
passed  at  the  ninth  session  of  the  Legisla^i^^ 
Assembly,  1^70-71 ;  which  was  reftfrreJ  a 
the  Committee  on  Territories. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presented  a  petitioa  of  «li:p- 
owners  and  others  of  Portland,  Msine,  prif 
iug  for  an  improved  ice  harbor  at  NewCsfiit' 
on  the  Delaware  river ;  which  was  relemdu 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

^Mr.  CONKLING  presented  a  petition  «*' 
citizens  of  New  York,  praying  that  the  dnua 
on  green  fruits  may  be  equalized,  aboliifiw- 
or  modified ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Coo- 
mittee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SPENCER  presented  a  petitioiU)f  co- 
zens of  Prattville,  Alabama,  praying  the  re 
moval  of  their  political  disabilities;  vhscfc 
was  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  itt 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

He  also  presented  the  petitions  of  h^^ 
W.  Crawford  and  \V.  D.  Caddell,  of  Biw 
county,  Alabama,  and  of  Luther  S.  Skinctf' 
of  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  i)Eayingthe  remom 
of  their  political  disabilities ;  which  ve«i*j 
ferred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the  Rtm^ 
of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  CHANDLER  presented  the pedoot o: 
J.  L.  Henry,  praying  compenaatioD  far  va 
use  by  the  Government  of  his  paieotiinprow- 
ment  in  projectiles;  which  was  referred  to  ta- 
Committee  on  Patents.  / 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  cituew  I'J 
Michigan,  praying  that  duties  on  articiM  suc- 
cessfully produced  in  thiscounUy  "'*y7*"J|° 
unchanged,  and  tbi»  duties  on  tea  sndcoaw 
repealed ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Comoii' 
tee  on  Finance.  . .      t 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  •  V^^^^.f, 
citizens  of  Pennsylvania,  praying  that  atf- 
leries  be  licensed  according  to  their  ac«* 
capacity  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Comoi^ 
on  Finance.  ,    ^^ 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSBN  prwMt^lPf  !" 
in  relation  to  the  claim  of  flannth  Cja^' 
for  the  issue  of  new  bonds  in  lieo  of  cf*, 
bonds  destroyed  by  fire ;  which  were  reierc^ 
to  the  Committee  ou  Claims.  .  ,*; 

Mr.  BLAIR  preaeated  .the  petittoo  oi  ^ 
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ward  Berry,  John  McFall,  sod  William  H. 
Judd,  praying  that  certain  internal  revenue 
taxes  paid  by  them  for  sales  made  while  acting 
as  State  agents  for  the  inspection  and  sale  of 
tobacco  be  refunded ;  whieh  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  presented  the  petition 
of  William  McDaniel,  of  Culpepper,  Virginia, 
a  soldier  of  the  war  of  1812,  praying  to  be 
allowed  a  pension ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  THURMAN  presented  the  petition  of 
Mrs.  Jane  W.  Brent,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
pension  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  present  a  petition 
signed  by  the  Qovemor,  the  Governor-elect, 
and  quite  a  number  of  other  leading  gentle- 
men of  my  State,  asking  for  the  enactment  of 
a  law  granting  to  each  State  the  proceeds  from 
the  sales  of  public  lands  to  the  amount  of 
$30,000  for  each  of  it0  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress,  for  the  endowment  of 
one  university  in  each  such  State,  whose  lead- 
ing object  shall  be  the  higher  education  of 
women.  I  move  the  reference  of  this  petition 
to  the  Committee  on  Education  and  iJabor. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BIP0RT8  OV  GOMMITTBAS. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  ask  leave  to  have  taken 
up  for  present  consideration  Senate  bill  No. 
881,  to  provide  for  the  abatement  or  repay- 
ment or  taxes  on  distilled  spirits  in  bond 
destroyed  by  casualty. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  will  make  no  objection 
as  soon  as  we  get  through  reports. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  bill  indicated  by  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  will  be  called  up,  subject  to 
the  naorning  business. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection,  and  the  bill  referred  to  by  the 
Senator  from  Delaware — a  bill  which  was 
under  consideration  yesterday  morning — will 
be  regarded  as  before  the  Senate,  subject  to  the 
reception  of  the  morning  business.  Reports 
of  committees  are  now  in  order. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  Labor,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  memorial  of  officers  of  the  California 
Academy  of  Sciences,  and  others,  asking  an 
appropriation  to  enable  American  astrono- 
mers to  observe  the  transit  of  Venus  in  De- 
cenaber,  1874;  the  petition  of  the  Philosophical 
Society  of  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania,  at- 
tCRted  by  the  officers,  for  a  liberal  appropri- 
ation by  Congress  to  enable  it  to  make  a  full 
observation  of  the  transit  of  Venus  across  the 
son's  disk  on  December  8,  1874;  and  also  the 
memorial  of  the  Connecticat  Academy  of  Arts 
and  Sciences,  asking  an  appropriation  to  enable 
American  astronomers  to  take  part  in  the 
observation  of  the  transit  of  Venus,  to  occur 
December,  1874,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  968) 
making  an  appropriation  for  instruments  to  be 
used  in  taking  observations  upon  the  transit 
of  Venus  in  1874. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  give  notice  that  on  Mon- 
day or  Tuesday  next,  after  the  morning  hour, 
I  shall  crave  the  indulgence  of  the  Senate  for 
a  few  minutes  to  make  some  remarks  upon 
this  subject. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Perhaps,  then. 
the  Senator  had  better  have  this  bill  printed 
and  recommitted  to  the  committee,  and  he  can 
make  his  remarks  when  he  reports  it  back 
again. 

Mr.  SAWYER.     Very  well. 

The  bill  was  read  the  second  time,  and 
recommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Education 
and  Labor. 

Mr.  SAWYER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Education  and  Labor,  to  whom  the  subject 
vr&fl  referred,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  964)  to 
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amend  an  act  entitled  '*  An  act  to  amend  the 
fifth  section  of  an  act  entitled  '  An  act  donating 
public  lands  to  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories which  may  provide  colleges  for  the 
benefit  of  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arts,' 
approved  July  2,  1862,  so  as  to  extend  the 
time  within  which  the  provisions  of  said  act 
shall  be  excepted  and  such  colleges  estab- 
lished,'' approved  July  28,  1866;  which  was 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
f  S.  No.  799)  to  amend  an  act  to  regulate  the 
roreign  and  ooHasting  trade  on  the  northern, 
northeastern,  and  northwestern  frontiers  of 
the  United  States,  and  for  other  purposes, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  the  joint 
resolution  (H.  R.  No.  82)  providing  for  a 
more  effective  system  of  quarantine  on  the 
southern  and  Gulf  coasts,  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

Mr.  HOWE,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  John  W. 
Smith,  praying  for  compensation  for  services 
as  scout,  &c.,  in  the  years  1861,  1862,  and 
1868,  reported  adversely  thereon,  and  the 
committee  was  discharged  from  its  further 
consideration. 

RBPORT  O?  CLAIMS  COMMISSION. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  joint  resolution  (H. 
R.  No.  105)  authorizing  the  commissioners  of 
claims  appointed  under  the  act  approved 
March  3,  1871,  to  make  an  additional  report 
during  the  present  session  of  Congress,  have 
instracted  roe  to  report  it  back  without  amend- 
ment, and  recommend  its  passage.  It  is  very 
desirable  that  there  should  be  early  action  on 
this  resolution,  and  I  am  requested  to  ask  for 
its  present  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Delaware  has  had  consent  to  call  up  a  bill  on 
the  condasion  of  the  morning  business.  There 
are  but  sixteen  minutes  left  of  the  morning 
hoar. 

Mr.  HOWE.  There  will  be  no  objection  to 
this  resolution.  It  will  be  passed  as  soon  as 
it  is  read,  I  am  sure. 

Mr.  WEST.    There  will  be  no  debate  on  it. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  joint  resolution 
was  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  joint  resolution  was  reported  to  the 
Senate  without  amendment,  ordered  to  a  third 
reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  that  ought  to  be 
changed  to  a  concurrent  resolution  or  a  bill. 

Mr.  WEST.  Oh,  no  \  it  is  simply  a  resolu- 
tion calling  for  information. 

PRBBMPTI0NBR8  IN  THB  NORTHWEST. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  864)  to  extend  the  time  of  payment 
for  their  lands  by  persons  holding  preemptions 
on  the  public  lands  in  the  State  of  Minnesota, 
report  it  with  amendments.  The  committee 
propose  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  include,  at 
the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  [Mr. 
Hamlik,]  the  Territory  of  Dakota  and  the 
States  of  Wisconsin  and  Michigan,  where  the 
fires  prevailed  las^year.  It  extends  the  time 
for  one  year  to  these  pre'^mptioners  to  make 
payment.  I  am  requested  to  ask  that  the  bill 
be  put  on  it  passage. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  understood  the  Senator 
to  consent  to  taking  up  the  bill  indicated  by 
me. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  are  only  four  or 
five  lines  in  this  bill,  and  it  will  not  take  time. 

By  unanimous  consent  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
864)  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  for  their 
lands  by  persons  holding  preemptions  on  the 
public  lands  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  was 
considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  proposed 
to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  make  it  read : 

That  all  persons  holding  preemptions  upon  any  of 


the  pablio  lands  of  the  United  States  within  the 
Territory  of  Dakota  and  the  States  of  Minnesota, 
Wisconsin,  and  Michigan,  whose  final  payment  has 
not  been  made,  shall  be  allowed  the  additional  time 
of  one  year  in  whioh  to  make  final  proof  and  pay- 
ment from  the  time  at  which  such  preemptions  are 
required  to  be  paid  for  by  the  present  laws. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in.  It 
was  ordered  that  the  amendments  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  pcissed. 

NOTIOBS  OP  BU8INBS8. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  give  notice 
that  at  an  early  day  next  week  I  shall  endeavor 
to  get  action  on  the  bill  donating  a  further 
amount  of  land  in  aid  of  agricultural  colleges. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  give  notice  that  at  some 
early  day  next  week,  or  to-morrow,  if  the  Sen- 
ate will  give  me  that  day,  I  shall  call  up  the 
postal  code  bill. 

BILLS  INTRODUCBD. 

Mr.  COLE  asked,  and  by  unanimons  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

965)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  have  jurisdiction  over  the  people  of  Alaska 
called  Indians,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referreu  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  COLE  asked,  and  bv unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

966)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act  to  aid 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph 
line  from  the  Missouri  river  to  the  Pacific 
ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the  Government  the 
use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military,  and  other 
purposes,''  approved  July  1,  1862,  and  to  es- 
tabush  the  point  for  the  western  terminus  of 
said  railroad ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific 
Railroad,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  asked,  and  bv  nnanimons 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introauce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  967)  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  Da- 
kota Southern  Railway  Company ;  which  was 
read  twice  by- its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

AUSTRALIAN  MAIL  SBRyiCX. 

Mr.  COLD.    I  have  tried  several  times  to 

§et  up  the  Australian  mail  steamship  bill, 
enate  bill  No.  49.     I  move  now  that  that  bill 
be  made  the  special  order  for  Thursday,  the 
18th  instant,  next  Thursday. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TAXES  ON  SPIRITS  DB8TR0TBD  IN  BOND. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  now  ask  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
No.  881. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  881)  to  provide 
for  the  abatement  or  repayment  of  taxes  on 
distilled  spirits  in  bond  destroyed  by  casualty. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  first  section  of  the  bill: 

Provided,  however.  That  when  the  owners  of  such 
distilled  spirits  so  aestrojred  as  aforesaid  may  be 
indemnified  against  said  tax  by  a  valid  claim  of 
insarance,  said  taxes  shall  not  be  remitted  to  the 
extent  of  such  insarance. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
objection  to  that.  As  we  have  had  a  general 
law  in  force  for  some  twenty-five  or  twentv-six 
years  making  this  rebate  of  duties  on  all  im- 
ported merchandise,  in  which  the  restriction 
as  to  insurance  has  not  been  found  necessary, 
the  committee  did  not  report  it ;  but  I  do  not 
know  that  there  is  any  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Do  I  understand  the  Sen- 
ator to  state  that  there  is  a  rebate  upon  all 
imported  merchandise  in  bond  that  is  destroyed 
by  fire  ? 

Mr.  BAYARD.    Distinctly  so. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  understand  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  have  reported  against  such 
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billfl.  I  think  I  had  a  case  here  where  I  pre- 
sented Buch  a  bill,  and  1  understood  them  to 
refuse. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  has  been  the  law  since 
1854.  certainly. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Where  imported  goods 
were  still  in  the  original  packages  and  are 
destroyed  hj  fire,  in  sach  cases  the  duties  are 
always  remitted. 

Mr.  GORBETT.  I  understood  the  case  to 
be  where  the  goods  were  still  in  the  bonded 
warehouse  of  the  Oovemment. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  law  makes  rebate  in 
such  cases.  There  is  no  necessity  for  a  special 
law  in  that  case. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  am  not  going  to  make 
any  opposition  ;  but  I  rise  to  inquire  from  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  why  he  makes  this  so 
retrospective,  going  back  so  far  ? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Because  the  committee 
already  have  before  them  a  number  of  cases, 
some  of  which  are  of  as  early  date  as  the  date 
we  have  fixed ;  and  this  is  meant  to  cover  cases 
DOW  before  us. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  not  a  good  system 
of  legislation  to  pass  bills  that  are  so  retro- 
spective. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  That  is  true ;  and  it  would 
not  have  been  done  except  to  cover  cases 
actually  before  us.  This  is  to  save  special 
legislation  wliich  has  never  yet  been  refused. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  know  how  far 
back  this  bill  is  to  extend. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  By  its  terms  it  is  to  extend 
back  to  January  1,  1868,  to  cover  the  cases 
DOW  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall 
oppose  the  passage  of  this  bill ;  but  I  am  very 
apprehensive  that  if  it  is  passed  it  will  result 
in  very  great  frauds  and  cneating  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, notwithstanding  all  the  vigilance  and 
diligence  that  may  be  exercised  on  the  part  of 
the  Department.  It  is  alleged  that  certain 
bonded  distillery  warehouses  have  been  con- 
sumed without  opposition  of  the  owners  or  by 
connivance  of  the  owners,  and  the  allegation 
is  made  immediately  afterward  that  they  were 
filled  with  spirits,  whereas  the  spirits  had  been 
abstracted  from  the  warehouses,  and  empty 
casks  were  burned  up  in  the  warehouses. 
From  the  disposition  to  cheat  evinced  in  this 
business,  as  alluded  to  yesterdav  very  properly 
by  my  friend  from  Kansas,  [Mr.  Pombrot,] 
we  may  well  apprehend  that  cheating  the  Gov- 
ernment will  follow  the  passage  of  a  law  of 
this  kind. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  This  bill  expressly  pro- 
tects against  that. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

rORT  WILKINS  AMD  rORT  HOWARD  ROAD. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  678)  to  extend  the  time  for  the  com- 
pletion of  the  military  road  from  Fort  Wil- 
kins,  at  Copper  Harbor,  in  the  State  of  Mich- 
igan, to  Fort  Howard,  at  Green  Bay,  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  have  directed  me  to  re- 
port it  back  without  amendment,  and  to  recom- 
mend its  passage,  and  as  it  has  already  passed 
the  Honse,  I  am  requested  to  ask  that  it  be 
put  on  its  passage  in  the  Senate.  It  is  a  bill 
of  but  a  few  lines. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  proposes  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  construction  and  completion  of  the 
military  road  from  Fort  Wilkins,  at  Copper 
Harbor,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  to  Fort 
Howara,  at  Green  Bay,  in  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, until  the  M  of  Jauuary,  1874  ;  all  the 
grants,  rights,  and  |)rivilege8  contained  in  the 
original  grant  are  to  be  continued  in  full  force 
and  virtue  for  thai  time. 


Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  wish  the  Senator 
who  reported  that  bill  would  give  us  some 
explanation  of  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  explanadon  is  simply 
this  :  the  time  allowed  for  the  completion  of 
the  road  is  out,  or  nearly  out,  and  they  have 
almost  completed  the  road.  It  is  a  road  one 
hundred  and  eighty  or  two  hundred  miles  long, 
and  they  have  completed  it  within  thirty- two 
miles,  and  they  desire  to  have  the  time  ex- 
tended a  couple  of  years  longer  to  enable  them 
to  complete  the  last  thirty-two  miles  of  the 
road. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Where  is  this  road  located  ? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  In  the  State  of  Michigan 
almost  wholly.  It  goes  to  the  Wisconsin  State 
line  from  Fort  Wilkins. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  a  military 
road. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  will  state  that 
the  incompleted  portion  of  the  road  of  thirty- 
two  miles  is  in  the  State  of  Michigan.  The 
whole  length  of  the  line  extends  through  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  or  a  portion  of  that  State, 
but  that  has  been  completed.  The  portion 
which  is  incomplete  is  within  the  bouudiiries 
of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     That  is  what  I  thought 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  think  there 
ci^n  be  no  objection  whatever  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  ROBERISON.  What  I  wished  to 
ascertain  was  whether  any  part  of  the  road 
had  been  completed.     I  am  satisfied  now. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  The  whole  length 
of  the  road  is  two  hundred  and  ninety- five 
miles,  I  think,  and  all  but  thirty-two  miles 
is  completed. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  have  no  objection 
to  the  bill. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

POST  0FFIG8  DBPARTMBNT. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  have  a  communication 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  addressed  to  me 
as  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  covering  a  valuable  table  of 
the  conoparative  expenses  and  receipts  of  the 
Post  Office  Department  for  several  years.  I 
move  that  it  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

UTB   INDIAN  KJfiSKUVATION. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
seut  to  take  up  House  bill  No.  1862.  It  makes 
no  appropriation,  but  simply  authorizes  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  make  negotiations 
with  the  Ute  Indians  in  Colorado.  I  reported 
the  bill  the  other  day,  but  it  was  objected  to  by 
the  Senator  fvom  South  Carolina. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  but  a 
half  minute  remaining  of  the  morning  hour. 

There  beine  no  objectioui  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  or  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1862)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  make  certain  ne- 

5otiations  with  the  Ute  Indians  in  Colorado, 
t  empowers  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
enter  into  negotiations  with  the  Ute  Indians 
in  Colorado  Territory  for  the  extinguishment 
of  their  right  to  the  south  part  of  a  certain 
reservation  made  in  pursuance  of  a  treaty  con- 
cluded March  2,  1868,  situata  in  the  southwest 
portion  of  the  Territory  o^  Colorado,  who  is 
to  report  his  proceedings  to  Congress  for  its 
consideration,  the  expense  of  such  negotiation 
to  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  COLE.  Does  that  call  for  another 
Indian  treaty?  I  apprehend  that  is  the  pur- 
port of  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  objection  be 
made,  the  morning  hour  has  expired 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  do  not  understand 
the  question. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  the  bill  will  result  in 
making  another  Indian  treaty,  and  I  thought 
we  had  abandoned  that  policy. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  No,  sir;  it  does  not 
make  another  Indian  treaty  at  all. 


Mr.  COLE.  Then  the  Government  nu 
have  authority  to  do  what  is  required  witboat 
this  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  We  only  ask  to  kiK^f 
upon  what  terms  the  land  will  be  sold  bjtbs« 
Indians,  which  are  to  be  reported  to ^eSeu'c 
at  ita  next  session. 

Mr.  COLE.  Which  is  a  treitj,  wkicb  ii  i 
convention  between  us  and  the  Ute  Ind^s. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  It  oply  propels  u 
inquiry  as  to  the  terms  on  which  these  loiiius 
will  cede  their  lands.  The  bill  is  absolsteij 
essential,  because  the  whites  are  now  eomioj 
in,  and  you  will  have  a  conflict  there.  W 
uable  ^old  and  silver  mines  have  leceaLT 
been  discovered  in  the  soothen  portion  cf 
this  reservation,  and  the  whites  are  goic| 
there  in  large  numbers. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  tomahawk  is  tlwtp  tM 
and  the  threat  of  war  always  made  ualestbtte 
Indian  propositions  are  allowed  to  carry. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  All  we  desire  bj  this 
bill  is  merely  an  inquiry  to  know  nponvbt 
terms  the  Inaians  will  cede  their  Uod»,  to  b( 
reported  to  the  Senate. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  witkoot 
amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  resd 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ORDKR  OF  BU8IN1S8. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  moniii^ 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  unfinished  basioess 
peuding  at  the  adjournment  yesterday  is  before 
the  Senate,  being  the  resolution  in  regard  a 
the  North  Carolina  contested-election  ease.oa 
which  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Cak 
pentbr]  is  entitled  to  the  floor ;  bat  the  Cau 
remembers  that  some  days  since  the  Se&ii^ 
from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Camkrost]  gave ootiee 
that  at  one  o'clock  to-day  he  would  ttk  tk 
Senate  to  lay  aside  whatever  was  peodiog  for 
the  purpose  of  calling  up  the  French  spoliauon 
bill.  Does  the  Senator  from  WisconsiD  jieid 
to  the  Senator  from  Pennsjlvaaia? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  think  this  eledk 
case  is  one  of  such  privilege  and  importuice 
that  we  ought  to  adhere  to  it  and  finish  il  u 
would  suit  mv  personal  convenience  qai|«  a 
well  to  have  it  go  over,  but  at  the  same  limel 
think  I  should  not  discharge  mjr  duty  if  Idii 
not  insi8t  upon  proceeding  with  it 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  froa 
Wisconsin  is  in  possession  of  the  floor,  aod  if 
he  does  not  yield,  the  Senator  from  Peoosji- 
vania  cannot  make  the  motion  of  which  be 
gave  notice  until  he  concludes. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  should  like  very  maci 
to  have  the  Senate  act  on  the  French  spoi» 
t  ion  bill  to-day.  The  Senator  knows  full  »eil 
that  1  have  given  way  more  than  half  a  doxeo 
times  already.  It  is  an  important  bill  to  s 
large  number  of  people. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  my  friend  will 
pardon  me,  I  would  not  take  any  technittl 
advantage  by  having  the  floor,  and  if  the  Set- 
ator  desires  to  postpone  the  election  case,  or  w 
test  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  that  qae&tioo. 
I  will  yield  the  floor  to  enable  him  to  osn 
the  motion.  . 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  will  not  do  that, be- 
cause I  rely  on  the  courtesy  of  the  Seost*'' 
from  Wisconsin,  as  well  as  of  the  Senator  «n 
charge  of  the  appropriation  bills.  I  koov  tb«t 
I  can  only  bring  it  up  through  their  cuflrwsy 
and  kindness,  but  I  give  notice  s^n^''*^  *? 
soon  as  this  North  Carolina  case  u  dispo.^ 
of  I  trust  the  Senate  will  allow  me  to  bnnl 
that  bill  up  and  dispose  of  it  the  very  i>^t 
thing.  .,. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  Chair »»" 
state  to  the  Senator  from  PeoMJ*^*", 
also  to  the  Senate,  that  Monday,  Taesft*.'* 
Thursday,  and  Friday  of  next  week  haw  •;! 
been  assigned  for  various  oommitteea^   ^^ 
uesday  has  not  been  assigned.     Tbo  ComD 
tee  on  Appropriations  have  not  claims  it- 
Mr.  COLE.     I  think  I  shall  ask  that  <I»J 

for  an  appropriation  bill.  „     ,^, 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  Senstw 
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from  California  gives  notice  that  he  will  desire 
Wednesday  for  an  appropriation  bill.  The 
Senator  from  Pennsyivania  has  given  notice 
of  his  desire  to  call  up  the  French  spoliation 
bill.  Senators  will  take  notice  of  this  antag- 
onism, and  the  question  will  be  submitted  to 
them  to  vote  as  to  which  bill  shall  have  pri- 
ority. The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  is  entitled 
to  the  floor. 

WITHDRAWAL  Or  PAPERS. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  this  i)art  of  the  per- 
formance is  over,  I  wish  my  friend  from  Wis- 
consin to  allow  me  to  have  an  order  made 
that  Mrs.  Sarah  M.  Dove  may  withdraw  her 
papers  on  her  application  for  a  pension.  It 
is  not  a  money  claim,  and  all  her  papers  are 
merely  recommendations  of  the  gallantry  of 
her  hnsbaud,  and  there  can  be  no  objection, 
certainlyi  to  their  withdrawal. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  order  will 
be  made. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CORBETT,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  John 
B.  Chapman  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  AfFain. 

SENATOR  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections: 

Jie»olved,  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  not  bavins  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by  thq^orth  Caro- 
linaLegistatttreonthesecond  Tuesday  in  November, 
1870,  for  thH  office  of  Senator  of  the  United  States. 
is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  said  United  States  Senate 
ae  such  Senator. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Carpenter,  which  was  to  substitute  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  as  follows : 

That  Joseph  C.  Abbott  has  been  duly  elooted  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  the  term 
of  itix  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1871-,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
such  Senator. 


Mr.  CARPENTER  addressed  the  Senate 
in  support  of  the  amendment  [His  speech 
will  be  published  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Presdent, 
I  am  not  onaware  of  how  much  I  am  to  suffer 
by  way  of  contrast,  as  would  almost  any  other 
man  who  undertakes  to  follow  the  impassioned 
a-nd  eloquent  utterances  of  my  friend  from 
'Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Carpenter;]  but  however 
much  I  may  suffer  in  manner  by  way  of  con- 
trast, I  know  that  I  shall  have  full  compen- 
sation by  the  contrast  in  the  positions  which 
1  shall  undertake  to  maintain.  Senators,  I 
shall  not  undertake  to  call  your  attention  as 
Judges  to  any  ethereal  considerations  of  law, 
iSut  I  shall  ask  you  as  honest  men  to  take  a 
view  of  facts. 

Mr.  President,  let  me  avow  that  I  should 
not  intrude  wirh  any  remarks  upon  a  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections, 
with  which  I  am  entirely  satisBed,  had  I  not 
l)een  so  much  attracted,  I  will  not  say  by  the 
g,TOi  esqueness  of  the  ease,  but  I  will  say  by  its 
oddity,  as  to  give  it  some  attention.  The  for- 
midable brief  presented  by  the  claimant  of  the 
aeat  here — formidable  by  its  length,  its  ability, 
and  its  authorship — invited  it,  and  its  conclu- 
sions, now  supported  by  the  'Wiews  of  the 
minority  *'  of  the  committee,  would  seem  to 
ohallenge  the  severest  scrutiny  of  every  Sen- 
ator, r  find  that  the  question  is  not  only  a 
legal  one,  but  more,  it  is  a  question  of  justice, 
of  right  and  wrong,  and  of  sound  orthodox 
American  policy.  Being  all  this  I  shall  be 
j>ardoned  forgiving  some  plain-spoken  reasons 
^'or  my  concurrence  with  the  report  of  the 
xnajority  of  the  committee,  and  for  rejecting 
^he  extraordinary,  and,  as  it  appears  to  me, 
manhealthy  and  un-American  doctrine  espoused 
lu  the  '*  views  of  the  minority.'' 

By  the  Constitution  the  Senate  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  made  the  sole  judge  of  the  elec- 
tion of  its  members.  There  is  no  appeal  from 
mts  decisions.  It  is  the  high  court  which  de- 
«;ides  upon  the  law  and  the  testimony.  It  is 
jQOt  a  body  which  may  elect  whom  it  pleases 


where  no  election  has  been  made,  but  the  tri- 
bunal to  decide  justly  between  different  claim- 
ants, and  to  decide  as  well  whether  any  election 
has  been  had  or  not.  It  would  be  shameful  if 
such  a  trust  could  not  be  safely  reposed  in  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States,  or  if  their  decis- 
ion should  be  governed  by  merely  personal  or 
partisan  considerations,  rather  than  by  the 
law  and  the  facts.  It  would  give  me  joy  to 
have  a  personal  friend  elected  to  the  Senate, 
and  I  should  have  all  proper  pride  in  the  elec- 
tion of  a  political  friend,  but  it  does  not  com- 
port with  any  very  elevated  idea  of  duty,  nor 
of  honorable  independence,  to  declare  such 
friends  elected  when  the  &cts  show  directly 
the  contrary. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  that  I  apply 
these  words  to  the  case  of  North  Carolina  now 
before  the  Senate.  In  that  State  an  election 
of  members  of  the  Legislature  took  place  in 
1870,  and  it  was  understood  by  every  one  at 
the  time  that  the  Republican  party  had  been 
badly  defeated.  To  me  this  was  a  matter  of 
deep  regret,  as  I  knew  it  involved,  among  other 
things,  the  loss  of  a  Republican  Senator.  Our 
friends  there  struggled  manfully  and  perhaps 
against  fearful  wrong-doers,  but  the  result 
showed  that  they  were  defeated.  The  legal 
numbers  were  against  them  beyond  all  cavil. 
I  do  not  think  we  can  judicially  recover,  or 
that  we  ought  to  attempt  it  in  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  what  was  politically  lost  in  the 
State  of  North  Carolina;  nor  is  the  Repub- 
lican party  so  poor  that  it  cannot  squarely  face 
all  losses  which  can  be  honestly  charged  to 
its  account. 

But  by  some  antics  of  the  law,  as  we  are 
most  ingeniously  informed  by  the  attorney  of 
General  Abbott,  and  assured  by  the  minority 
report  in  this  case,  whenever  the  candidate 
elected  by  the  majority  is  found  to  be  ineligi- 
ble, the  minority  candidate  blossoms  at  once, 
and  becomes  the  Senator  **  elect  and  pre- 
cious. ' '  What  the  Legislature  of  North  Caro- 
lina by  their  recorded  vote  did  not  do,  that 
very  thing  by  some  transcendental  supremacy 
of  an  unwritten  law  it  is  claimed  they  have 
done.  I  have  great  reverence  for  the  law, 
and  have  been  taught  it  was  the  perfection  of 
human  reason ;  but  if  this  is  law,  then  the 
new  assignees  of  a  detestable  British  inven- 
tion deserve  a  patent  for  it,  though  the  less  we 
have  of  it  the  better  for  common  sense.  Under 
a  republican  form  of  goyemment  it  never 
can  be  law,  as  it  would  sap  its  very  founda- 
tions, which  strongly  rest  on  the  fixed  prin- 
ciple that  a  majority  shall  rule,  and  not  a 
minority.  The  character  of  such  an  eccen- 
tric, if  not  necromantic  interpretation  of 
law,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for  saying,  was  fitly 
described  nearlv  two  hundred  years  ago  in 
"  Love  a  1&  Mode,"  as  follows: 

"The  law  is  a  sort  of  hocns-poons  science  that 
smiles  in  yar  face  while  it  picks  yer  pocket ;  and 
the  fflorious  uncertainty  of  it  is  of  mair  use  to  the 
professors  than  the  jastioe  of  it." 

Such  an  election  law  might  smile  here  while 
picking  the  pocket  of  North  Carolina,  and  cer- 
tainly It  would  be  of ''  mair  use  to  the  profess- 
ors''  than  to  anybody  else. 

Does  any  one  denv  that  the  Legislature  of 
North  Carolina  was  legally  competent  to  elect 
a  Senator  ?  If  competent  when  did  it  become 
incompetent?  Certainly  not,  when,  by  haviuj^ 
tried  it  failed  to  elect  from  the  field  of  candi* 
dates  to  which  it  was  and  is  properly  circum- 
scribed. If  a  vacancy  existed  upon  the  first 
trial  it  will  again  exist  whenever  the  Senate 
shall  declare  the  election  void,  or  refuse  ad- 
mission to  the  elected  candidate  on  the  score 
of  ineligibility.  The  power  to  elect  remains 
continuously  and  forever  with  the  Legislature, 
whenever  a  vacancy  occurs,  until  fully  and 
completely  exercised.  It  cannot  be  snatched 
away  or  usurped  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  which  only  judges  of  the  law  and  the 
facts,  but  cannot  elect  or  create  Senators  at 
will  out  of  any  raw  material  rejected  by  a  Legis- 
lature* or  make  of  itself  any  new  laws  in  rela- 


tion thereto.  No  matter  how  superior  the 
rejected  material,  the  Senate  cannot  correct 
the  mistakes  of  a  Legislature  as  to  its  choice 
of  men.  The  facts  prove — I  wish  thev  did 
not — Mr.  Vance  to  have  been  elect-ed,  and  that 
General  Abbott  had  only  a  small  mojority  in 
either  House — too  small  to  make  him  more 
than  a  candidate,  and  much  too  small  to  make 
him  a  Senator. 

There  is  no  law  of  the  United  States,  or  of 
North  Carolina,  which  elevates  minority  can- 
didates against  the  will  of  a  majority.  No 
American  precedents  can  be  found  for  such  a 
fantastical  result.  Into  what  a  vortex  of  ab- 
surdity it  plunges  all  republican  ideas  to  say 
that,  out  of  a  convention  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty-tbree  members,  one  hundred  and  sixteen 
of  them  voted  wrongly,  and  shall,  therefore, 
be  at  once  disfranchised,  or  to  say  that  the 
one  hundred  and  sixteen  shall  be  counted 
when  wanted  as  good  enough  to  make  up 
a  quorum,  and  yet  that  their  votes  shall  be 
so  many  blanks,  and  not  counted  as  soon  as  it 
is  seen  who  they  are  for  I  For  the  purposes 
of  a  quorum,  the  argument  is,  the  majority 
may  be  counted,  but  for  the  purpose  of  an 
election  they  shall  not  be  counted.  If  this  is 
not  a  **  hocus-pocus  science ''  that '' smiles  in 
ver  face  while  it  picks  yer  pocket, '^  then  I 
have  failed  to  comprehend  its  character. 

If  the  majority  of  the  Legislature  of  North 
Carolina  became  disfranchised  the  moment 
they  voted  for  a  person  who  was  Ineligible,  let 
us  for  once  suppose  that  enough  scattering 
votes  had  been  cast  at  the  first  trial  so  that  no 
one  could  have  had  a  majority  of  votes  and 
have  been  declared  elected.  In  such  a  case 
General  Abbott  might  have  had  the  same 
number  of  votes  as  now,  and  why  would  he 
not  have  been  entitled  to  the  seat  just  as  much 
as  now?  Only  because  Mr.  Vance  could  not 
then  have  been  declared  elected.  General 
Abbott  is  made  by  the  minority  report  to  win 
only  when  the  Legislature  not  merely  votes 
for  somebody  ineligible  but  declares  that  per- 
son elected.  He  wins,  not  upon  his  own  ad- 
mitted qualifications,  for  in  spite  of  these  he 
lacked  votes,  but  upon  the  disqualifications  of 
his  opponent,  who  in  spite  of  all  these  had  votes 
enough  and  to  spare.  He  is  to  win  on  the 
ground  that  one  hundred  and  sixteen  members 
of  the  Legislature  were  suddenly  disfranchised, 
but  not  so  much  disfranchised  as  to  leave  the 
Legislature  without  a  quorum  and  incapable 
of  transacting  business.  He  is  to  win  on  the 
ground  that  one  hundred  and  sixteen  members 
of  the  Legislature  committed  hari-kari  and 
by  their  last  will  and  testament,  in  a  death-bed 
whisper,  consented  to  the  election  of  General 
Abbott*  Do  you  think  so,  Mr.  President? 
Sir,  the  common  people  everywhere  will  r^ect 
any  such  juggle. 

The  whole  minority  theory  is  built  upon 
transparent  fictions,  round,  bloated  untruths, 
which  are  first  made  to  assert  that  all  votes, 
except  the  few  given  for  General  Abbott,  were 
blank  votes,  when  there  were  no  blanks}  then 
that  a  majority  consented  to  the  election  of 
General  Abbott  by  voting  against  him;  and 
upon  such  a  medley  of  inveracities  as  this  to 
transfer  tojninoriiies  the  rights  of  majorities, 
a  law  is  hoisted  which  the  Senate  for  the  first 
time,  and  I  tru^t  the  last,  is  called  upon  to 
support.  If  this  doctrine  prevails  a  telegram 
should  be  sent  to  **  the  man  in  the  moon"  to 
lose  no  time  in  presenting  his  credentials  to 
the  Senate. 

The  first  question  we  have  to  decide  is  who 
was  elected  by  the  North  Carolina  Legislature ; 
and  having  decided  according  to  the  facts  that 
Mr.  Vance  was  elected,  that  decision  disposes 
of  the  case  of  General  Abbott.  If  one  was 
elected,  the  other  was  not.  It  matters  not 
whether  Mr.  Vance  was  an  alien,  minor,  or 
an  idiot,  or  whether  he  had  been  an  unfor- 
given  traitor,  the  fact  is  he  was  elected,  and 
nobody  else.  The  next  question  may  or  may 
not  properly  be  presented.  Mr.  Vance  having, 
as  I  am  informed|  resigned  his  seat,  I  do  nut 
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perceive  how  his  ease  can  be  properly  pre- 
sented or  considered  al  all.  If  Mr.  YaDce 
had  insisted  upon  his  claimSi  having  been 
elected,  so  far  as  the  Legislature  coald  elect 
him,  the  question  as  to  his  qualifications,  and 
whether  he  could  take  his  seat  in  face  of  the 
fourteenth  amendment  or  not,  would  be  before 
the  Senate  for  its  decision.  If  the  decision 
were  against  Mr.  Vance,  then  of  course  there 
would  be  a  vacancy,  and  nothing  else.  The 
decision  would  deprive  Mr.  Vance  of  a  seat, 
but  it  would  not  deprive  the  Legislature  of  its 
privileges,  nor  triumphantly  invest  General 
Abbott  with  honors  not  won. 

When  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina 
met,  the  vote  for  Senator  stood,  as  is  not  dis- 

gttted,  as  follows:  in  the  senate,  a  quorum 
eing  present.  Zebu  Ion  B.  Vance  received 
thirty-two  of  the  votes  given,  and  Joseph  G. 
Abbott  received  eleven  votes,  and  five  votes 
were  given  for  others,  making  forty-eight  per- 
sons present  who  voted ;  and  in  the  house,  on 
the  same  day,  Zebulon  B.  Vance  had  sixty- 
three  of  the  votes  given,  Joseph  G.  Abbott 
thirty-two,  and  ten  votes  were  cast  for  other 
persons,  making  one  hundred  and  five  persons 
present  who  voted. 

It  is  charged  by  General  Abbott,  or  it  is 
charged  in  the  brief  of  his  attorney,  and 
the  charge  is  no  doubt  true,  that  Mr.  Vance, 
under  ihe  fourteenth  amendment,  was  inel- 
igible, and  that  the  votes  given  for  him  were 
void  and  of  no  effect,  and,  therefore,  that 
General  Abbott  was  lawfully  elected  Senator. 
Less  than  one  fourth  of  the  senate  of  North 
Carolina  and  less  than  one  third  of  the  house 
voted  lor  General  Abbott,  and  yet  it  is  soberly 
claimed  that  he  was  in  fact  lawfully  elected. 
I  confpss  to  some  surprise  that  any  such  claim 
should  be  seriously  put  forth  in  the  American 
Senate,  and  it  might  not  have  been  had  not 
a  theory  been  suddenly  espoused,  and  a  the- 
ory, according  to  the  ofien-quoted  saying  of  a 
learned  Brahmin,  will  make  men  believe  '*a 
piece  of  saiidal-wood  to  be  a  flame  of  fire.'' 

Mr.  Vance  is  properly  excluded,  and  most 
probably  would  have  been  excluded  even  if 
he  had  not  resigned  his  claims  ;  hut,  suppose 
Congress  bad  removed  his  disability,  as  it 
unquestionably  might  have  done,  and  as  the 
House  of  Representatives  on  its  part  has  done 
several  times,  could  he  then  have  been  ex- 
cluded ?  Assuredly  not.  Again,  suppose  Mr. 
Vance  had  been  ineligible  from  being  under 
thirty  years  of  aee,  and  before  presenting  him- 
self had  reached  the  age  prescribed.  Would 
he  then  have  been  rejected  ?  Bearing  in  mind 
the  cases  of  Randolph  and  Clay,  assuredly  he 
would  have  come  in  unquestioned.  Clay  was 
elected  to  the  Senate  when  he  was  only  twenty- 
nine  years  old.  Randolph  was  of  the  proper 
age  when  elected  to  the  House,  but  his  appear- 
ance was  so  juvenile  that  every  one  took  him 
for  a  boy,  and  when  asked,  he  bade  them  '*to 

foandaskhisconBtituents.*'  Thecaseof  Mr. 
Irown,  of  Kentucky,  elected  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  in  the  Thirty- Sixth  Congress, 
before  he  was  twenty-five  years  of  ase  illus- 
trates the  po^n^.  as  he  was  not  admitted  at  the' 
first  session  of  Congress,  but  was  admitted  at 
the  second  session  unchallenged,  having  mean- 
time arrived  at  twenty-five  years  of  age.  His 
election  was  held  to  be  valid  after  his  disabil- 
ity had  been  cni:ed  by  mere  lapse  of  time. 

But  it  is  roundly  claimed  that  precedents 
establish  the  rule  claimed  in  behalf  of  Gen- 
eral Abbott,  and  what  is  assumed  to  be  Brit- 
ish parliamentary  authority  has  been  cited  in 
more  than  twenty  pages  of  the  brief  already 
mentioned  in  its  support.  The  most  of  these 
pages  refer  to  the  election  of  members  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and,  of  course,  can  have 
no  relevancy  to  senatorial  elections  or  to  any- 
thing here,  except  possibly  to  elections  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
They  refer  to  elections  by  the  people  where 
DO  quorum  is  required,  and  where  the  highest 
vote  given  for  an  eligible  candidate  elects. 
They  do  not  refer  to  an  election  by  a  Legiala- 


tore,  or  to  an  election  by  an  intermediate 
body  which  cannot  transact  any  business  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  its  mem- 
bers. The  peers  of  Scotland  elect  at  every 
session  sixteen  of  their  number  as  represent- 
ative peers  in  the  British  Parliament,  and  the 
peers  of  Ireland  elect  twenty- eight  for  life.  If 
a  case  had  been  shown  in  any  such  elections  of 
the  admission  of  a  peer  who  had  received  a 
ininority  of  the  votes  cast,  or  of  the  admis- 
sion of  a  rival  candidate  against  an  ineligible 
person  duly  elected,  its  pertinency  might  be 
better  insisted  upon. 

Our  House  of  Representatives  have  from 
the  outset  disregarded  the  British  precedents, 
trampled  them  under  its  feet,  and  though  they 
are  now  profusely  and  impertinently,  as  it  ap- 
pears to  me,  thrust  in  the  face  of  the  Senate, 
they  are  strangely  misapplied  and  wholly  with- 
out force.  But  were  tney  never  so  pertinent, 
British  customs,  whatever  they  may  be,  cannot 
be  used  as  a  guide,  much  less  as  an  authority, 
in  the  present  case.  I  am  astonished  that 
they  should  have  captivated  any  philosophers 
or  lawyers  of  this  body,  and  I  am  grieved  that 
they  should  have  captivated  so  astute  a  lawyer 
as  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  ^uch  prece- 
dents are  allowed  to  prevail  in  Great  Britain 
in  conformity  to  a  system  which  gives  to  the 
people  as  little  power  as  possible,  but  here  the 
theory  of  government  is  to  give  to  the  people 
as  much  power  as  possible.  There  Parliament 
controls  the  people.  Here  the  people,  under 
a  written  Constitution,  control  Congress. 
Great  Britain  has  no  written  constitution  that 
overrules  Parliament  in  making  laws.  Parlia- 
ment itself  is  supreme.  Parliamentary  and 
common  law  is  not  paramount  here,  and  there- 
fore does  not  rule  political  questions  in  the 
United  States,  and  cannot  be  permitted  to 
break  down  our  own  Constitution  or  laws,  nor 
a  long  procession  of  well  established  Ameri- 
can precedents. 

Even  in  Great  Britain,  to  bring  about  the 
boomerang  result  sought  for  by  the  minority 
report  in  this  case,  the  fact  of  ineligibility 
must  be  clear  and  pointed  out  to  the  electors 
at  the  time  of  voting.  How  could  this  fact  be 
known  to  the  North  Carolina  Legislature,  when 
they  knew  that  Congress  might  at  any  moment 
before  his  entrance  into  the  Senate,  as  the 
House  had  oA«n  shown  its  willingness  to  do, 
remove  the  disabilities  from  Mr.  Vance,  and 
as  had  been  done  in  equally  conspicuous  and 
much  more  obiectionable  oases  to  enable  other 
parties  to  hold  office?  How  could  they  know 
that  the  Senate  would  not  act  as  in  the  case 
of  Senator  Pattbrsoh,  of  Tennessee,  and  the 
iron-clad  oath,  and  let  Mr.  Vance  judge  for 
himself  whether  he  could  take  the  oath  wiih- 
oat  committing  perjury  or  not? 

If  British  precedenfswere  of  any  value,  and 
they  are  of  no  more  than  those  of  the  ancient 
Druids,  it  appears  ta  me  the  cases  of  most 
value  would  be  those  arising  there  prior  to 
1868,  when  Jews  were  excluded  from  taking 
seats  in  Parliament  because  they  could  not 
take  the  oath  containing  the  words,  *'on  the 
tme  faith  of  a  Christian.''  The  history  of 
these  cases  of  the  London  Jews  shows  that  no 
minority  candidates  were  ever  permitted  to 
take  their  seats,  and  yet  the  knowledge  that 
the  majority  candidates  were  Jews,  and  there- 
fore ineligible,  was  patent  to  every  voter.  Baron 
Lionel  Nathan  de  Rothschild  was  elected  ad 
early  as  1847,  and  several  times  thereafter, 
but  was  not  permitted  to  take  his  seat  until 
1868,  after  eleven  years  of  persistent  exclu- 
sion. The  case  of  Daniel  O'Oonnell,  in  1829, 
when  he  refused  to  take  the  oath  of  suprem- 
acy, and  claimed  the  right  to  take  the  oath 
given  in  the  Catholic  relief  act,  was  a  case  of 
a  similar  kind.  Parliament  at  first- issued  a 
writ,  as  in  any  case  of  vacancy,  but  as  O'Con- 
nell  came  back  again  and  again,  they  at  last 
pennitted  him  to  be  sworn  in.  They  did  not 
admit  another  because  he  was  ineligible. 

British  precedents  must,  however,  be  dis- 
missed as  no  more  applicable  here  than  would 


be  the  ancient  British  system  of  rotteo  bo^ 
oughs  or  that  of  peers  voting  by  proxy.  Fo^ 
eiffn  quibbles,  even  with  learned  and  eloqaat 
indorsers,  cannot  be  voted  Americtn  iaw. 

It  should  be  remembered,  alio,  thit  tb 
decisions  of  election  cases  in  the  British  Pu- 
liament,  from  a  long  time  prior  to  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  and  until  the  reign  of  Victoria,  wen 
a  public  scandal,  because  sack  cues  lere 
constantly  decided  with  more  respect  lopartj 
affinities  than  to  justice.  Such  is  tbe  reniict 
of  history.  In  the  case  of  John  Wilkes,  Pu- 
liament  once  resolved  that  Mr.  Lottrell  ought 
to  have  been  returned,  and  aosended  the  rtrturB 
accordingly ;  but  in  a  few  years  it  became 
ashamed  of  its  action  in  the  Wiikes  esse  &od 
solemnly  expunged  some  of  its  resolauooi 
touching  that  notable  case.  Leta^DolaIDeDdr^ 
turns  of  States  by  any  action  which  bere&lterff 
may  wish  to  have  ezpuuj^ed,  and  which  would 
plague  the  unsophisticated  voters  of  other  Sutej 
quite  as  much  as  those  of  North  Carolina. 

When  we  have  stricken  the  British  prfc^ 
dents  out  of  the  case,  which  lend  to  it  bat  i 
crooked  and  one-legged  support  at  best,  ib« 
formidable  brief  ofthe  attorney  of  General 
Abbott  vanishes,  and  with  it  also  diuppetis 
the  shadow  of  the  same  brief  reproduced  \ij 
the  minority  of  the  Senate  comisiiiee.  Tbt 
show  of  so-called  American  miooritj  prece- 
dents occupies  little  space  and  deserves  les. 
How  it  caif  be  pretended  that  there  are  uj 
American  precedents  of  the  slightest  value  to 
support  the  claim  of  General  Abbott,  isaliii:st 
incomprehensible,  when  in  fact  those  of  botA 
the  Senate  and  the  House  furnish  ao  UDbro&en 
series  the  other  way.  The  Hoase  of  Bepr^ 
sentatives,  equally  with  the  Senate,  from  lint 
to  last  has  been  inflexible  in  its  deci&ioii 
against  all  claims  of  this  kind.  No  minonij 
candidate  has  ever  obtained  a  seat  oq  accoaci 
of  the  ineligibility  of  the  person  real  I  j  elected, 
and  but  few  have  ever  had  the  presamptioa 
to  moot  the  question,  or  to  ask  for  anjibiof 
more  in  such  cases  than  that  the  seat  thooki 
be  declared  vacant. 

The  Senate  never  has  established,  aoditia 
not  likely  that  it  ever  will  establish  a  different 
rule  from  that  of  the  House.  Jf  tfaereare  igt 
such  cases  why  did  not  the  minority  of  ise 
committee  or  the  astute  and  most  iuda^triosB 
author  of  General  Abbot:'s  brief,  bring  ihes 
forward?  The  musty  records  from  the  difs 
of  Queen  Anne  and  all  the  Georges  do«o  » 
the  present  time,  have  been  most  diiig^Buj 
unearthed,  while  congressional  cases  bt^ 
been  with  equal  diligence  seemiDgty  cover^ 
up,  perverted,  or  ignored.  I  think  it  wouIj  « 
healthful  to  bring  forward  Ameriaaoreon 
gressional  examples  fit  to  be  followed,  sod  ^ 
some  extent  i  propose  to  do  this,  ntherthia 
to  follow  such  as  would  tear  out  the  hearts 
strings  of  a  representative  form  of  gOTerooieDt. 

It  is  assumed  that  this  is  the  first  cut 
which  has  odburred  in  our  history,  bat  that  h 
a  great  blunder.  It  may  be  the  fi»i  cj« 
under  the  fourteenth  amend oient— which  sdiJi 
only  one  more  cause  or  descripuoa  of  ioelip- 
bility,  while  getting  rid  of  that  as  to  race  or 
color — but  not  the  first  by  any  means  where  sa 
ineligible  person  has  been  elected  and  wiiere 
the  question  has  been  examined  and  adjoai- 
cated.  Let  us  open  tbe  records  ofthe  floiae 
of  Representatives.  .^ 

In  the  case  of  Samual  McKee  who  cUj»ea 
the  seat  of  John  D.  Young  of  Kentacky,  \i« 
1868)  on  the  ground  that  the  latter  was  a^ 
gible  by  reason  of  disloyalty,  and  thereioff 
all  votes  cast  for  him  were  illegal  todroia. 
the  majority  of  the  committee  decideiJJ^ 
though  the  disloyalty  was  safficieoiij  pro^ 
that  neither  was  elected,  but  that  a  ncsA^ 
existed,  and  the  minority  said  thatMcheesw 
not  even  the  shadow  of  a  claim  to  a  seat 

In  the  case  (in  1869)  of  J.  fl.  Chn*tf  •«« 
John  A.  Nimby,  disloyalty  was  decided  to  »• 
bar  to  a  seat;  bat  it  was  also  ^^^^,^^ 
minority  candidate,  thoughloyalj  cooldnoia* 
the  seat. 
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In  the  case  of  Samael  £.  Snith  m.  John 
Young  Brown,  in  1868,  the  former  rested  his 
claim  to  the  seat  solely  apon  what  he  alleged 
was  a  legal  resa It,  following  from  the  conclu- 
sion to  which  the  House  committee  arrived, 
that  Mr.  Brown,  who  did  receive  a  majority 
of  the  votes,  is  not  entitled  to  take  the  oath 
of  office  or  to  hold  the  seat.  British  prece- 
dents were  pointed  out,  but  the  committee 
would  not  accept  them  as  a  binding  or  wise 
rule  for  the  government  of  the  House. 

There  is  a  still  later  case  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  later  than  the  fourteenth 
amendment.  I  mean  the  Louisiana  case  of 
Simon  Jones  vs.  James  Mann  and  others,  in 
1869.  Mr.  Jones  claimed  that  Mann  was  ineli- 
gible because  he  was  not  a  resident  of  Louis- 
iana but  of  Maine,  and  that  having  received  the 
next  highest  number  of  votes  he  (Jones)  ought 
to  have  the  seat,  and  that,  in  the  absence  of 
any  American  precedent,  which  was  admitted, 
there  should  be  one  estaolisbed  in  order  'to 
enforce  the  faithful  execution  of  the  fonrteeoth 
amendment.  But  the  committee  decided  if 
the  evidence  was  held  to  be  satis^tory  it 
would  not  aid  Mr.  Jones,  nor  entitle  him  to 
the  seat,  but  would  only  show  there  was  a 
vacancy.  Here,  then,  where  the  British^pre- 
cedents  would  apply,  if  anywhere,  the  ques- 
tion was  souarely  presented  and  squarely 
answered.    Can  we  ask  for  more  ? 

These  cases  were  reported  upon  while 
Hon.  Mr.  Dawes  was  chairman  of  the  House 
Committee  of  Elections,  and  it  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that  there  is  not  in  either  House 
a  gentleman  more  learned  in  the  law  of  elec- 
tions, or  better  qualilied  from  long  and  labor- 
ious experience  to  reach  just  conclusions  in 
the  application  of  the  law.  But  the  Senate 
has  established  its  own  rule,  has  done  it  early 
and  late,  and  will  not  be  likely  now  to  set  it 
at  defiance.  The  first  contested  election  to 
the  Senate,  like  the  present,  was  a  case  of 
ineligibility,  and  I  refer  to  that  of  Kamsey  vs. 
Smith,  in  1789.  But  no  one  then  even  thought 
of  claiming,  on  account  of  the  ineligibility  of 
Smith  who  had  received  a  majority  of  the  votes, 
the  election  of  Ramsey,  the  minority  candidate. 

In  1793  Albert  Qallatin  was  elected  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  before  he  had  been  nine 
years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  his 
seat  was  declared  vacant. 

In  1824  the  seat  of  John  Bailey,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, was  declared  vacant  from  non-resi- 
dence, and  a  new  election  had  without  any 
claim  on  the  part  of  any  minority  candidate. 

In  1849  the  seat  of  James  Shields,  of  Illi- 
nois, an  elien  by  birth,  was  declared  vacant 
because  of  ineUgibility,  and  the  right  of  a 
minority  candidate  was  not  even  raised. 

When  the  Legislature  adjourns  without 
filling  a  vacancy,  the  Senate  has  decided,  as  in 
1854  in  the  caae  of  Senator  Phelps,  of  Ver- 
mont, that  even  the  Governor  of  a  State  can- 
not fill  the  vacancv,  but  that  it  must  wait  to  be 
filled  by  the  Legislature. 

These  cases — ^and  I  know  of  none  of  an 
opposite  character,  not  one — unmistakably 
establish  a  rule  by  which  we  must  be  gov- 
erned, and  which  unmist^ably  excludes  Gen- 
eral Abbott.  A  foot  out  of  joint  on  the  part 
of  the  person  elected  by  a  minority  does  not 
put  the  staff  into  the  hands  of  the  person 
having  the  next  highest  number  of  votes.  In- 
eligibility has  no  other  effect  than  to  sink  the 
person  to  whom  it  applies,  and  is  not  like 
the  bucket  in  the  well,  which  cannot  go  down 
without  raising  another. 

Mr.  Vance  is  no  longer  here.  He  once 
knew  the  flag  of  the  Union  and  loved  it,  but 
at  last  he  denied  it,  and,  like  Peter,  **  cursed 
and  swore."  It  is  enough  that  he  has  aban- 
doned his  own  suit. 

General  Abbott  is  here  and  I  hope  may  have 
better  luck  at  home  another  time.  His  record 
is  patriotic ;  but  in  this  place  **  if  a  man  thinks 
himself  to  be  something  when  he  is  nothing, 
he  deceiveth  himself."  His  judgment  has  been 
iinisled  by  the  **mach  learmng"  of  his  attor- 


ney and  the  hot  zeal  of  personal  friends.  He 
once  submitted  his  case  to  the  Legislature, 
and  if  the  judgment  was  against  him  he  must 
abide  by  that  judgment,  or  the  institution  of 
elections  becomes  a  farce. 

I  am  opposed  to  a  declaration  in  favor  of 
the  minority  candidate,  because  it  is  not  only 
ethically  wrong  but  grossly  impolitic.  We 
cannot  do  it  without  reversing  all  of  our  own 
previous  decisions  now  imbedded  among  the 
cardinal  rules  of  our  Government.  We  can- 
not do  it  without  setting  up  senatorial  abso- 
lutism against  freedom  of  elections.  Amnestv, 
whether  universal  or  general,  may  well  divide 
our  opinions,  but  there  ought  to  be  no  division 
as  to  the  impolicy  of  punishing  the  whole  State 
of  North  Carolina  for  sins  predicated  on  the 
acts  of  Mr.  Vance.  In  enforcing  constitu- 
tional disabilities  a^nst  offending  individuals, 
let  us  stop  short  ot  adding  a  gratuitous  insult 
to  States.  A  State  must  go  without  represent- 
ation BO  long  as  it  perversely  sends  a  person 
here  for  its  Senator  who  cannot  make  oath 
that  he  has  not  been  a  traitor,  or  who  may 
otherwise  be  ineligible;  but  let  us  restrain 
that  impetuous  revenge  which  would  add  the 
further  and  ill^al  penalty  of  confiscating  the 
right  of  the  Stale  to  representation  when  even 
**  clothed  and  in  its  right  mind,"  it  shall 
choose  to  exercise  that  right  in  the  manner 
prescribed  for  all  other  States.  To  force  a 
Senator  npon  a  State  against  its  own  will 
would  be  infinitely  worse  than  a  denial  of  its 
equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate. 

It  is  rather  awkwardly  claimed  that  a  prece- 
dent in  favor  of  minority  candidates  may  be 
found  in  presidential  elections  on  the  ground 
that  it  has  sometimes  happened  that  more 
voters  have  voted  for  electors  who  sustained 
the  minority  candidate  than  have  voted  for  the 
electors  of  the  successful  candidate,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  distribution  among  the  States, 
some  of  which  were  carried  by  large  majori- 
ties and  others  by  small.  The  people,  how- 
ever, do  not  vote  directly  for  President,  but 
for  such  electors  as  they,  with  or  without 
pledges,  are  willing  to  intrust  with  the  power 
to  choose  a  President.  A  majority  of  the  elect- 
ors is  essential,  nothing  less  will  do.  Should 
they,  by  some  oversight  or  in  plain  disregard 
of  constitutional  requirements,  cast  a  majority 
of  their  ballots  for  an  alien  or  a  person  under 
the  required  age,  would  it  be  pretended  that 
the  person  having  the  next  largest  number  of 
votes,  though  only  a  feeble  minority,  would 
thereupon  under  any  American  law  or  usage 
become  the  actual  President  of  the  United 
States?  The  bare  statement  of  the  case  shows 
its  untenableness.  Of  course  there  would  be 
a  vacancy  to  be  filled  as  in  any  other  case  of 
vacancv. 

The  last  clause  of  article  five  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which  provides  **  that  no  State  without 
its  consent  shall  be  deprived  of  its  equal  suf- 
frage in  the  Senate,"  has  no  relation  whatever 
to  the  present  question,  and  most  certainly 
cannot  be  construed  in  any  manner  to  force 
upon  a  State  a  Senator  without  its  consent. 
When  a  State  neglects  or  refuses  to  send  Sen- 
ators here  in  accordance  with  its  rights  and 
duties  under  the  plain  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, it  does  consent  to  Uie  contingency 
of  being  deprived  of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the 
Senate.  It  foregoes  its  rights.  If  a  State  elects 
a  person  as  Senator  under  thirty  years  of  age,  or 
an  alien,  or  as  in  this  case,  a  person  ineligible 
under  the  fourteenth  amendment,  it  is  simply 
a  nullity,  for  which  the  State  is  alone  respons- 
ible, and  the  State  for  the  time  being  con- 
sents to  foreeo  its  proper  representation.  The 
office  is  not  filled,  and  there  is  no  power  lodged 
in  any  other  quarter  to  permanently  fill  ihe 
office  except  in  the  Legislature. 

The  Senate,  of  the  United  States  cannot 
select  any  of  the  rejected  parties  thrown  out 
by  the  Legislature  to  breathe  official  life  into 
them,  and  then  hold  their  own  act  to  be  all  the 
work  of  the  Legislature  as  to  do  so  would  bu 
to  recognise  and  admit  a  Senator  under  the  1 


dim  color  of  a  title  solely  derivitd  from  having 
once  been  a  candidat-e,  and  a  candidate  over- 
whelmingly defeated.  There  could  be  no  citizen 
of  a  State  eligible  to  the  office  who  would  not, 
under  these  circumstances,  have  a  more  legit- 
imate claim  to  the  seat  than  such  a  defeated 
minority  candidate.  He,  aside  from  all  others, 
has  been  cast  out.  It  may  be  unfortunate  for 
him  and  for  us,  but  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States,  however  generously  inclined,  must  on 
their  oaths  give  to  General  Abbott  no  more 
than  he  can  claim  as  a  clear  and  indisputable 
right,  and  all  his  rights  here  have  been  extin- 
guished by  his  own  people.  That  decision 
binds  both  him  and  the  Senate.  According  to 
the  Constitution  '*  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  composed  of  two  Senators  from 
each  State,  chosen  by  the  Legislature  thereof. " 
The  State,  therefore,  sends  Senators  chosen 
by  the  Legislature  thereof,  and  it  would  be 
something  worse  than  a  subterfuge  to  declare 
that  a  person  had  been  elected  exactly  con- 
trary to  what  the  records  of  the  Legislature 
sho  w.    It  would  be  an  imposture. 

Nor  can  the  Senate  punish  the  Legislature 
of  North  Carolina  for  omitting  to  elect  General 
Abboit  or  for  electing  Mr.  Vance.  The  only 
punishment  which  the  case  admits  of  is  that 
which  has  been  self-imposed,  namely,  the 
temporary  loss  of  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate, 
for  the  sufficient  reason  that  their  elected 
favorite  cannot  make  oath  that  he  has  not 
been  a  traitor  and  perjurer,  and  cannot,  there- 
fore, be  admitted  to  a  seat  The  Constitution 
does  not  empower  the  Senate  to  inflict  punish- 
ment upon  tne  Legislature  of  North  Carolina 
for  what  it  may  hold  to  have  been  an  error  of 
judgment,  or  even  for  an  unpatriotic  perform- 
ance of  duty,  and  for  the  Senate  to  accept  here 
for  six  years  to  come  the  person  the  State  has 
emphatically  rejected — depriving  the  Legisla- 
ture for  that  length  of  time  of  all  jurisdiction 
of  the  question,  imposing  npon  the  State  a 
person  politically  obnoxious — would  be  per- 
haps a  cruel  (certainly  an  unusual)  punish- 
ment, which  the  Constitution  expressly  for- 
bids, and  would  besides  be  a  rasping  and 
gratuitous  folly  of  the  same  magnitude  as  that 
committed  by  the  Legislature  itself;  that  is  to 
say,  it  would  be  the  admission  of  a  person  to 
this  body  by  our  vote  and  favor  who  bears  no 
other  commission.  We  may  exact  the  pound 
of  flesh  of  Mr.  Vance,  but  in  taking  that  we 
must  take  no  drop  of  blood  from  the  Legis- 
lature. We  may  exile  him,  but  we  caunot 
enthrone  any  pretender. 

One  more  i^int  in  this  case  I  will  mention 
and  then  I  shall  have  done.  Congress  having 
the  full  power  as  to  the  times  and  manner  of 
holding  elections  for  Senators,  has  regulated 
the  same  by  the  act  of  Jul;^  25,  1866.  I  call 
attention  to  this  act,  though  it  has  been  already 
cited  by  the  Senator  firom  Illinois  [Mr.  LooAirj 
in  his  opening  speech,  because  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  it  supercedes  any  law  of  North 
Carolina,  whether  contrary  to  it  or  in  harmony 
with  it.     Let  me  quote  from  this  act : 

*'That  the  Legialatoreof  eaoh  State  which  shall  be 
ohoMu  nextpreoeding  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  any  Senator  was  elected  to  represent  said 
State  in  CongreM  shall,  on  the  second  Taesdar  after 
the  meeting  aBd  organisation  thereof,  proceed  to 
elect  a  Senator  in  Confess  in  the  place  of  such  Sen- 
ator so  Roiog  out  of  office  in  the  following  munnor: 
eech  hoa«e  shall  openly,  by  a  etea  voce  vote  of  each 
member  present,  name  one  person  for  Senator  in 
Congress  from  said  State,  and  the  name  of  the  oer- 
son  so  voted  for,  who  shall  have  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  votes  oast  in  each  house,  shall  be 
entered  on  the  journal  of  eaoh  boose  by  the  clerk  or 
seorerary  thereof;  but  if  either  hooie  shall  fail  to 
givo  such  majority  to  any  person  on  said  day,  that 
fact  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

"  At  twelve  o'clock  meridian  of  the  day  following 
that  on  which  proceedings  are  required  to  take 
place,  as  aforesaid,  the  members  of  the  two  houses 
shall  convene  iu  joint  assembly,  and  the  journal  of 
eaoh  house  shall  then  be  read^  and  if  the  same  per- 
son shall  have  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
in  each  House,  suoh  person  shall  be  declared  duly 
elected  Senator  to  represent  said  State  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  states;  but  if  the  same  person 
shall  not  have  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast 
in  each  bouse,  or  if  either  house  shall  have  failed 
to  take  proceedings,  as  required  by  this  act.  the 
joint.aBsembly  shall  then  prooeed  to  ohoose.  oy  a 
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viva  voce  vote  of  each  member  preeent,  a  person  for 
the  purpose  aforesaid,  and  a  person  having  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  votes  of  the  said  Joint  assembly,  a 
majority  of  all  the  members  elected  to  both  houses 
being  present  and  voting,  shall  be  declared  duly 
elected;  and  in  case  no  person  shall  receive  such 
majority  on  the  first  day.  the  joint  assembly  shall 
meet  at  twelve  o'clock  meridian  of  each  sacoeeding 
day  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  take 
at  least  one  vote  until  a  Senator  shall  be  elected." 

Here,  it  will  be  seen,  the  idea  of  ''a  major- 
ity ''  reigns  paramount  over  all  else,  seven 
times  repeated  in  one  brief  section ;  and  yet 
this  national  statute,  so  packed  in  definitive 
meaning,  requiring  *'  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  in  each  House,"  '*a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  of  said  joint  assembly,  a  majority  of 
all  the  members  elected  to  both  houses  being 
present  and  voting,"  has'been  disjointed,  and 
Its  plain  and  obvions  intent  tortured  into  the 
support  of  a  person  as  Senator  who,  at  no 
stage  of  the  electoral  proceedings,  was  any- 
thing but  a  hopeless  candidate,  or  who  received 
more  than  an  extremely  meager  minority  of 
the  votes  cast.  The  constitution  of  North  Car- 
olina and  the  law  of  Congress  both  require 
the  presence  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members, 
not  for  dumb  show,  not  as  idle  lookers-on, 
but  for  the  transaction  of  business.  They  must 
be  '^present  and  voting."  That  presence  can 
only  be  legally  known  by  their  voting,  and 
when  they  do  vote  we  cannot  separate  a  part 
of  the  voters  and  say  to  them,  in  the  language 
of  Rip  Van  Winkle,  ''This  time  your  vote 
shall  not  count."  If  a  majority  did  not  vote 
for  General  Abbott,  there  is  no  process  of 
alchemy,  no  deviltry  of  logic,  no  discreditable 
uncertainty  of  American  law  which  can  change 
the  fact.  The  law  I  have  quoted,  if  every  page 
of  congressional  history  was  not  in  harmony 
with  the  same  theory,  would  contradict  and 
confound  the  claims  of  General  Abbott.  The 
Senate  will  judee  whether  Mr.  Vance  is  eli- 

gible  or  not,  and  also  whether  General  Abbott 
as  been  elected  or  not,  but  it  cannot  be 
expected  to  change  aud  reverse  the  vote  of  a 
State  Legislature  or  to  invade  its  privileges ; 
nor  can  General  Abbott,  with  all  his  loyalty, 
and  Mr.  Vance  with  all  his  votes,  be  rolled 
into  one  to  make  a  Senator. 

The  conclusions  reached  by  what  I  have 
said  may  be  summed  up  as  follows  : 

1.  That  the  claim  of  a  minority  candidate 
to  an  election  on  account  of  any  infirmity  or 
disability  of  the  person  otherwise  really  elected 
offends  every  idea  of  political  propriety. 

2.  That,  without  a  single  exception,  every 
precedent  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives stands  out  against  ifte  doctrine  of 
winning  minorities. 

8.  That  even  British  precedents  do  not  sus- 
tain the  case  of  Abbott — as  the  ineligibility  of 
Vance  was  removable  at  the  pleasure  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  election  was  by  a  body  where  a 
majority  of  all  its  members  was  necessary  to 
elect,  and  not  a  popular  election  by  the  people, 
of  whom  no  such  quorum  can  be  required — 
and  if  British  precedents  did  sustain  the  case, 
they  would  be  at  war  with  the  whole  theory 
and  past  history  of  our  form  of  government 
and  must  be  rejected,  whether  in  whole  or  in 
part. 

A.  There  being  no  such  congfessional  pre- 
x«etient  as  the  admission  of  General  Abbott 
would  make,  the  establishment  of  one  now 
would  be  not  only  a  gross  wrong  but  highly 
impolitic.  Finally,  it  is  our  duty  to  declare 
that— 

5.  There  is  a  vacancy  in  the  representation 
of  North  Carolina  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.THURMAN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  VViU  the  Senator  give 
way  to  me? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  duty  assigned  me 
on  the  part  of  committee  requires  me  to  take 
part  in  this  discussion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nebraska  [Mr.  Hitchcock]  is  claiming 
the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  Does 
he  yield  to  lh«  Senator  from  Nebraska? 


Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  wish  to  propose  that 
we  adjourn  over  to-morrow. 

Mr.  COLE.    I  hope  not 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  entirely  at  the 
pleasure  of  the  Senate.  I  should  not  like,  I 
confess,  to  proceed  this  evening  at  this  late 
hour,  for  I  know  Senators  would  be  thinking 
of  their  dinner  rather  than  of  the  argument. 
I  wish  not  to  occupy  a  Terv  great  while  of  the 
time  of  the  Senate,  and  I  do  hope  I  may  have 
the  attention  of  Senators  while  I  speak,  and 
that  will  very  much  abbreviate  my  remarks. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  sug- 
gest to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  that  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  who  sits  at  my  side  [Mr. 
Pool]  desires  to  take  part  in  this  discussion, 
and  he  will  not  be  able  to  be  here  next  week. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  the  Senate  adjourn 
now  I  am  perfectly  willing  that  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  shall  take  the  floor  for 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  made  the  sag- 
gestion  in  behalf  of  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  under  the  supposition  that  when  the 
Senate  adjourn  to-dav,  it  would,  perhaps,  ad- 
journ over  to  Monaay.  The  Senator  from 
North  Carolina  naturally  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  this  question,  and  desires  to  address  the 
Senate  upon  it ;  but  his  duties  require  him  to 
be  elsewhere ;  he  is  obliged  to  go  to  his  State, 
so  that  it  will  be  very  difficult  for  him  to  remain 
here.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
whether  it  will  be  agreeable  to  him  that  this 
subject  should  be  postponed  until  a  week  from 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  THURMAN  and  others.    No ;  no. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  declines  to  yield  for  a  motion  to 
postpone. 

Mr.  STEWART.  May  I  ask  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  if  he  does  not  wish  to  go  on  this 
evening,  to  allow  me  to  call  up  a  little  bill? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  wish  to  have  an  under- 
standing before  I  give  way  to  any  one.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  do  whatever  is  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  Senate,  except  that  I  am  not  will- 
ing to  agree  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Maine,  that  this  matter  be  post- 
poned until  Monday  week.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  will  be  possible  forme  to  be  here  then. 
Besides  that,  I  want  to  reply  to  what  has  been 
said  at  once  or  as  soon  as  I  can.  I  am 
willing  to  do  so  to-morrow  or  to  do  so  oA 
Monday ;  but  I  am  told  it  is  impossible  to  have 
a  quorum  here  on  Saturday. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Let  us  a4journ  Ull 
Monday. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  want  to  speak 
to  empty  benches.  If  the  matter  goes  over 
until  Monday,  I  want  an  understanding  that 
it  shall  be  concluded  on  Monday. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  say, 
on  further  consultation  with  the  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  that  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the 
Senate  to  adjourn  until  to-morrow  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  will  speak  to-morrow. 

Mr.  POOL  rose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  yield  to  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  with  that  understanding? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Certainly ;  I  am  willing 
that  he  may  take  the  floor  now. 

Mr.  POOL.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  rise  for  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  believe  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  undertook  to  give  way  to  me  to 
make  a  motion  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns 
to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

Several  Senators.     No,  no. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  wilUng  that  that 
question  shall  be  put. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Ohio  being  on  the  floor  yields  to  the  Sena- 
tor from  Nebraska,  who  desires  to  enter  a 
motion  that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day 
it  adjouru  to  meet  on  Monday  next.  Is  there 
objection  ? 

Mr.  COLE.     I  object. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.    I  saggest  that 
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in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Senator  fro£ 
North  Carolina  desires  to  address  the  Sente. 
and  cannot  be  here  on  Monday,  the  Seo&se, 
under  those  circumstances,  will  be  disposed  to 
sit  to-  morrow. 

Mr.  POOL.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  here 
any  day  next  week.  If  I  shoold  sddreK  ihe 
Senate  to-morrow,  and  the  vote  shooidnotbe 
reached  to-morrrow,  I  should  still  waot  fioii 
action  postponed  until  I  could  retaro,  for  I 
might  desire  to  take  still  further  put  in  t^e 
debate  than  simply  addressing  the  Seotid 
once. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  let  us  bare  M 
action  to-morrow. 

Mr.  STEWART  and  others.  Yes,  lei  us  ad 
to-morrow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Seoatorfroii 
Ohio  is  still  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  the  Senator  frosi 
North  Carolina  desires  to  take  the  floor  no* 
for  to-morrow,  I  will  give  way  forhimtomofe 
an  adjournment  himself. 

Mr.  POOL.     I  have  no  such  desire. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  there  is  oaiiiiBi 
before  the  Senate,  and  I  move  that  tbeSeetie 
adjourn. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  hope  the  Senator  vill 
withdraw  that  motion  that  I  may  call  sp  i 
little  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  tlie  Seih 
ator  from  Ohio  withdraw  his  motion  tempo- 
rarily? 

Mr.THURMAN.     Tea,  sir. 

Mr.  STE  W  ART.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take 
up  Senate  bill  No.  522. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate 
from  Nevada  asks  unanimous  consent  to  ciU 
up  Senate  bill  No.  622. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    I  object. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
not  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  pendewf 
of  the  resolution  in  regard  to  the  North  Csio- 
lina  case  prevents  the  bill  referred  to  bj  tbe 
Senator  from  Nevada  being  taken  op,  except 
by  unanimous  consent.  The  resolution,  bov- 
ever,  can  be  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  STE  WART.  I  move  that  the  reaolatifin 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  yields  for  that  purpose  the  Cbaif 
will  entertain  the  motion. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  yield  forihal 
purpose;  but  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  busioess. 

Mr.  COLE.  Pending  that  motion  1  more 
that  the  Senate  adjourn.  . 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     Pending  the 

motion  for  an  executive  session,  the  Seottor 

from  California  moves  that  the  Senate  do  oor 

adjourn. 
Mr.  HOWE  and  others  addroised  the  Cbvr. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  a 
not  debatable.  , . 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  do  not  propose  to  debtte 
it,  but  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Calforo'a  » 
withdraw  the  motion  for  a  moment  that  I  ou/ 
have  an  error  corrected  in  reference  to  a  reso- 
lution which  was  passed  this  morning* 

Mr.  COLE.     Certainly,  for  that  porpoBe- 

Mr.  HOWE,  i  reported  this  moruiflg a 
House  resolution  allowing  the  commissioaef 
on  southern  claims  to  make  a  report  to  UBj 
gress  during  this  session.  By  a  ^^^^ 
sent  to  the  desk  a  copy  of  the  Senate  bill  ob 
that  subject,  which  was  the  same  in  sabstanc* 
and  almost  the  same  in  language. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate  b»y 
ing  heard  the  explanation  of  the  chsinatf  »i 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  that  thii^om 
by  a  mistake  a  Senate  bill  was  V^^  f^  o7 


to  the  southern  claims  commission,  in 


^ded 


a  House  joint  resolution  which  he  int«»«^ 
to  report,  now  asks  unanimoua  *°°**"  ^^ 
have  that  error  corrected  and  to  b»« 
action  of  the  Senate  stand  as  applyio^™'^ 
joint  resolution,    la  there  objection ' 
Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermooi  I  *«  »* 
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present  when  that  passed,  and  I  should  like 
to  have  the  matter  lie  over  until  to> morrow. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Vermont  objects,  it  requires  unanimous 
consent. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Senator  has  no  objection 
to  reconsidering  the  vote  passing  the  Senate 
bill,  1  suppose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  reconsider- 
ation will  be  considered  as  ordered,  and  the 
matter  will  go  over  until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  renew  my  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  moves  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjooro. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  appeal  to  the  Senator 
from  California  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  a 
moment. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  do  that  if  the  Senate  wish 
to  go  into  executive  session  for  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  We  ought  to  have  an 
executive  session.  There  are  some  matters 
of  the  Naval  Committee  in  executive  session 
that  ought  to  be  attended  to. 

KXBCUTIVE  8K8SE0N. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  withdraws  his  motion  to' 
adjourn,  and  the  question  recurs  on  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
Dusiness.  Afler  thirty-five  minutes  spent  in 
executive  session,  the  doors  were  reopened. 

ADJOURNSCKNT  TO  MONDAY. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  move  that  when  the 
Senate  adjourns  to-day,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taVen,  resulted — yeas  28,  nays  25 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— M«68T8.  Ames.  Baokui£haiii,  Chandler, 
Clayton,  Cole,  GoDkliDR,  Corbett,  Cragin.  Harlan. 
Howe,  Loffan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Norwood.  Kye,  Pat- 
terson. Robertson,  Sawyer,  Stewart,  Stookton,  Tip- 
ton, Wilson.  Wiadom,  and  Wright— 23. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Aloorn,  Bayard,  Blair,  Caldwell, 
Cameron,  Casserly,  Cooper,  Davis  of  West  Virginia, 
Edmunds.  Frelinghuysen,  Goldthwaite,  Hamilton 
of  Maryland,  Hill,  Hibohoook.  Johnston,  Kelly.  Os- 
bom.  Pool.  Ramsey.  SauKsbary,  Scott,  Spencer, 
Stevenson,  Tburman,  and  Vickers— 25. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Anthony,  Boreman,  Brownlow, 
Carpenter,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Fonton,  Ferry  of 
Connocticut.  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan,  Gilbert, 
Hamilton  or  Texas,  Hamlin,  Kellogg,  Lewis,  Morrill 
of  Vermont,  Morton,  Pomeroy,  Pratt,  Riee.  Schurs, 
Sherman,  Spragtie,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  and  Westr-25. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  VICB  PUESIDENT.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ala- 
bama, that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday  next. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

COMMITTBK  BBRVICB. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  Mr. 
OsBORN  a  member  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  bill  (fl.  R.  No.  1866)  for  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Frances  A.  McKinuey,  in  the 
place  of  Mr.  Thurman,  excused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SPENCER,  (atfiveo' clock 
and  five  minutes  p.  m.,)  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  April  12,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
bj  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butlkr,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

THB  LATB  EllASTUS  CORNING. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  New  York,  by  unanimous 
consent,  submitted  the  following  resolution; 
which  was  read,  considered,  and  sgreed  to  : 

y?e«o/oeci.  That  this  HooflO  has  heard  with  pro- 
found regret  of  the  death  of  Hon.  Brastns  Com- 
inir.  late  a  momher  of  this  House  from  the  State 
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of  New  York,  who.  while  living,  was  reoogoiied  as 
one  of  the  most  eminent  citisons  of  that  State,  and 
actively  connected  with  the  great  improvements  of 
the  whole  country. 

COLONEL   BURNSIDB. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  I  rise  to  a 
matter  of  personal  explanation.  I  am  re- 
poried  in  the  Globe,  of  the  9th  of  April,  as 
Laving  spoken  of  the  claimant  in  a  bill  which 

gassed  the  House  the  day  before,  as  General 
lurnside.  My  recollection  is  quite  otherwise. 
I  intended  at  any  rate  to  speak  of  him  by  his 
true  title,  as  Colonel  Burnside,  a  less  distin- 
guished but  not  less  gallant  soldier  than  his 
renowned  namesake.  I  make  this  explanation 
in  justice  to  General  Burnside,  who,  while  he 
was  engaged  in  suppressing  the  rebellion,  had 
but  one  iron  in  the  hre.  While  I  believe  there 
is  no  doubt  about  the  justice  of  this  claim,  I 
feel  that  this  correction  is  due  to  General 
Burnside,  who,  like  all  good  soldiers,  is  jeal- 
ous of  his  honor,  and  it  is  well  he  should  be, 
because  his  fame  belongs  not  to  himself  alone, 
but  to  his  country. 

ORDS&  or  BUBINKSS. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  demand 
the  regular  order. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
waive  his  demand  for  the  regular  order  to  allow 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Moobe]  to 
make  a  request  in  regard  to  reports  from  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  The  only 
means  I  have  of  calling  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  important  resolutions  is  to  insist 
on  the  regular  order. 

LBaiSLATIVE,  KTC,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  being 
called,  the  House  resumes  the  conHideration 
of  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1060)  making  appropriations  for 
the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending 
June  80,  1873,  and  for  other  purposes,  on 
which  the  previous  question  was  seconded 
and  the  main  question  ordered  prior  to  the 
adjournment  last  evening.  Gentlemen  will 
now  please  to  indicate  on  what  amendments 
they  desire  a  separate  vote. 

Mr.  HOLMAr^.  I  desire  a  separate  vote 
.  on  amendment  ninety-two. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  a  sep- 
arate vote  on  amendment  ninety.  There  is 
also  another,  that  having  reference  to  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  on  which  several 
gentlemen  desire  a  separate  vote. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  also  desire  separate  votes 
on  amendments  tbrty-eight  and  forty  nine. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  I  would  like 
to  have  a  separate  vote  on  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Banks]  in  regard  to  taking  up  the  railroad 
truck  in  front  of  the  Capitol. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
that  there  shall  be  a  separate  vote  on  the 
twenty-fifth  amendment,  on  page  16. 

The  SPEAKER.  A  separate  vote  has  been 
ordered  on  that.  If  no  other  separate  vote  is 
demanded,  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  other  amendments  will  be 
considered  as  concurred,  in,  where  no  separate 
vote  has  been  demanded. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  report,  as 
regards  those  amendments,  was  concurred  in; 
and  also  move  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

the  SPEAKER.  The  first  question  in 
order  is  on  the  amendment  number  twenty- 
five,  on  page  16.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
amendment  adopted  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  also  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  California  [Mr.  Sar- 
oentJ  last  evening.  But  in  the  mean  time 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Garfisu)]  is 
entitled  to  one  hour  to  close  debate. 


Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker,  I 
do  not  desire  to  trespass  upon  the  attention  of 
the  House,  for  I  am  anxious  as  they  are  to 
get  on  with  busiuess,  but  I  wUh  to  cali  atten- 
tion to  one  or  two  items  which  we  are  asked 
to  vote  upon. 

I  ought  to  say  to  the  House  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  were  surprised .  at 
the  vote  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
regard  to  the  squares  proposed  to  be  added  to 
the  Capitol  grounds.  The  committee  had  no 
idea  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  would 
be  in  favor  of  that  amendment.  I  do  not  know 
that  they  are  yet  for  it,  but  an  amendment  was 
adopted  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  which 
seems  to  neutralize  the  meaning  of  the  sec- 
tions concerning  this  purchase.  The  amount 
of  money  put  in  is  so  limited  as  to  make  the 
purchaseimpossibleor  at  leastto  make  itnnfeas- 
ible.  Whether  we  are  to  regard  the  adoption 
of  that  as  instructions  or  not  I  cau  scarcely 
say,  but  I  hope  that  the  House  will  non  con- 
cur in  the  amendment  of  the  Senate,  so  that 
if  anything  i&  to  be  done  in  this  regard  the 
provisions  may  be  looked  over  with  more  care. 
Oue  or  two  things  which  were  mentioued  in 
the  debate  yesterday  are  worthy  the  consider- 
ation of  the  House.  The  Senate  amendment 
does  not  provide  for  the  condemnation  of  this 
propert^r  by  a  jury,  but  provides  for  its  con- 
demnation by  a  court. 

I  very  much  doubt  whether  we  have  any 
right  under  the  Constitution  to  take  private 
property  without  having  a  regular  assessment 
bv  a  jury.  If  we  are  going  to  make  this  pur- 
chase at  all  I  think  we  ought  to  have  some 
amendment  put  in  which,  will  provide  for  a 
jury  of  assessment.  It'  we  concur  in  the  Senate 
amendment  without  change  we  leave  all  these 
questions  unsettled,  and  we  also  leave  the 
amendment  without  that  amount  of  care  that 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  would  have 
taken  had  they  supposed  there  was  any  rea- 
sonable probability  of  the  amendment  being 
adopted  by  the  House.  For  these  reasons  I 
hope  the  House  will  non-concur  in  the  Senate 
amendments. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Will  the  gen- 
tleman allow  me  to  express  my  hope  against 
his  hope  that  the  House  will  concur  in  this 
amendment? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  tried  to  state 
fairly  and  justly  the  grounds  for  and  against 
this  amendment  yesterday,  but  I  want  what- 
ever is  to  be  done  to  be  done  with  the  utmost 
care,  and  if  I  were  to  indicate  what  ought  to  be 
done,  I  should  say  that  the  suggestion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Botlkr.] 
made  on  .yesterday,  is  the  wisest  suggestion : 
that  we  make  arrangements  for  an  assessment 
and  for  a  true  report  on  the  whole  subject 
with  a  view  to  condemnation  of  the  property. 
Twenty  ySars  ago  when  action  was  had  upon 
this  subject  it  was  taken  in  that  form.  A 
commissioner  was  appointed  to  go  over  the 
whole  ground  and  find  out  at  what  rate  the 
purchase  could  be  had  by  private  persons,  and 
make  such  estimates  and  sucli  report  that  Con- 
gress would  have  the  entire  subject  fully  before 
them.  It  seems  to  me,  sir,  that  we  should 
take  the  same  course  now. 

1  yield  for  a  moment  to  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bdtlisr.] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
to  say  that  I  am  very  much  in  favor  of  this 
improvement,  and  wish  it  to  be  done  in  the  most 
economical  and  efficient  way  possible.  But  I 
hold  it  to  be  a  constitutional  provision,  the  fun- 
damental law,  that  you  cannot  take  a  man's 
property  without  giving  him  a  trial  by  jury  to 
ascertain  how  much  it  is  worth.  If  there  is  any- 
thing in  the  Constitutiou,tliat  is  there.  You  can- 
not take  a  man's  property  and  si^  that  he  shall 
have  so  many  dollars  fur  it.  The  provision  is 
that  there  shall  be  adequate  compensation,  and 
for  that  the  common  law-right  is  secured  by 
the  Constitution,  and  there  is  but  one  tribunal, 
a  jury  of  twelve  men. 

Nov,  what  I .  wish  should  be  done  is  that 
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there  shall  be  a  non-concarrence  in  this  amend- 
ment, not  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the 
project,  but  because  if  we  say  we  will  have  this 
property  at  all  hazards,  without  any  limit  as  to 
the  price  to  be  paid  except  what  may  be  found 
as  damages  by  the  jury,  this  property  will  rise 
to  more  than  double  its  present  value  within 
the  next  sixty  days.  But  if  we  say  that  we 
will  have  an  appraisal  and  condemnation,  and 
a  jur^  to  ascertain  what  it  is  worth,  then  every 
man  in  the  city  of  Washington^  except  perhaps 
the  owners  of  the  property,  will  be  anxious  to 
keep  down  the  appraisal  and  have  reasonable 
remuneration  awarded,  for  fear  Congress  may 
not  take  it.  There  would  probably  be  onl^  four 
or  five  men  who  could  not  be  agreed  with  as 
to  the  price  of  their  land,  and  require  a  jury. 
And  that  appraisement  being  made,  and 
that  amount  ascertained,  then  that  could  be 
reported  here  at  the  next  session,  and  we  can 
then  appropriate  the  necessary  amount,  and 
hundrcKls  of  thousands  of  dollars  would  be 
saved,  besides  having  the  thing  done  regularly 
and  in  order. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  cannot 
undertake  to  answer  the  law  of  the  gentlemen 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Butler  and  Mr. 
Dawes.]  But  I  can  say  this  in  reply  to  them, 
that  if  we  should  undertake  to  do  anything  in 
this  matter  that  is  against  the  Constitution  of 
the  countrjr,  the  courts  will  arrest  our  action 
and  make  it  rieht,  and  thereby  protect  the 
citizens  here  and  the  owners  of  the  surround- 
ing property  here. 

Now,  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Garfield]  and  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Moore]  made  some  remarks 
the  other  day  approving  this  improvement,  but 
saying  that  now  is  not  the  time,  but  that  here- 
after would  be  a  more  proper  period  for  this 
enlargement  of  the  surroundings  of  the  Capi- 
tol than  is  the  present  moment.  Let  me  say 
that  for  full  thirty  years  I  have  heard  that  same 
speech  exactly  made  at  different  periods  in  this 
Capitol,  and  with  the  same  arguments.  For 
this  has  been  a  struggle  now  of  thirty  years  to 
make  more  beautiful  the  surroundings  of  this 
Capitol,  and  we  have  waited  long  enough. 

Nor  is  the  House,  I  hope,  to  be  deterred  by 
the  magnitude  of  the  expeose ;  because  our 
fathers,  auring  the  darkest  period  of  our  late 
war  with  Great  Britain,  or  subsequent  to  that 
time,  when  this  country  was  impoverished  by 
the  war,  made  the  largest  appropriation  at 
that  time,  or  any  time  before,  for  tne  creation 
of  what  was  the  Capitol  before  the  wings  were 
put  on.  and  which  made  it  then  one  of  the  most 
oeautitul  Capitols  in  the  world. 

The  most  proposed  to  be  expended  now  by 
the  amendment  before  us  is  $400,000.  And 
if  it  should  cost  more,  then  more  would  be 
appropriated  by  Congress  when  it  was  deemed 
necessary.  But  now  is  the  time,  now  is  the 
accepted  hour,  and  I  obtrude  my  remarks  upon 
the  House  here,  because  as  a  member  of  the 
Opposition — though  a  humble  one — I  do  not 
intend,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  that  any 
political  argument  whatever  shall  be  made 
against  this  expenditure. 

in  conclusion,  let  me  say  that  I  shall  gi?e 
my  vote  for  this  amendment  as  a  popular 
vote.  I  believe  the  people  of  this  country 
approve  and  desire  that  their  Representatives 
shall  not  only  be  in  a  beautiful  Capitol  but 
with  corresponding  beautiful  surroundings. 
And  wherever  there  has  been  a  republican 
people,  or  a  republican  or  a  democratic  country, 
in  any  age  of  the  world,  the  democracy  them- 
selves, the  people  at  large,  have  been  most 
liberal  in  appropriations  ror  their  representa- 
tives, both  in  their  capitols  and  their  surround- 
ings. They  have  ever  demanded  to  have  their 
bMu  ideal  of  government  beautifully  repre- 
sented in  the  grounds  or  structures  in  which 
they  or  their  representatives  assembled. 

Democracy  is  not  a  coarse  and  vulgar  thing, 
but  the  ideal  creation  of  the  best  ana  the  most 
beautiful.  Thus  in  the  Pnyz  of  Athens  gath- 
ered the  Athenian  demooracyi  where,  from  the 


Bema,  Demosthenes,  Themistocles,  or  Peri- 
cles pointed  to  the  Areopagas,  or  rather  to 
the  Acropolis,  full  of  stately  and  gorgeous  tem- 
ples, the  Parthenon,  the  Erechtheium,  and  the 
Propylsea,  the  creations  of  the  government  of 
Penctes,  or  of  the  glorious  art  of  Phidias  and 
Praxiteles.  And  thus  from  the  Roman  Forum 
the  Roman  orators  pointed  to  the  Capitolum, 
where  was  the  Roman  golden  temple  full  of  the 
Roman  sacred  gods.  Even  so  the  republicans 
of  the  Middle  Ages  in  Florence,  Pisa,  or  Ven- 
ice, decorated  and  adorned  their  capitols  with 
glorious  statues  or  frescoes  or  noble  parks ;  the 
people  in  all  of  them,  the  democratic  people, 
feeling  that  as  they  exalted  their  own  chosen 
governments  they  exalted  the  democratic  prin- 
ciple, and  also  exalted  themselves. 

It  is  a  most  mistaken  idea,  then,  that  the 
people  of  this  country,  the  voters  of  the 
country,  desire  us  to  be  niggardly  or  parsi- 
monious in  the  surroundings  of  the  Capitol, 
which  represents  the  people  themselves.  And 
if  there  be  anything  tnat  is  gratifying  to  the 
people  of  this  country  it  is  this  beautiful  Cap- 
itol, or  anything  mortifying  to  the  people  it  is 
the  miserable  surroundings  which  environ  us 
here  on  every  side. 

But  I  have  risen,  not  to  make  a  speech, 
only  as  a  humble  member  of  the  Opposition 
to  say  that  no  political  capital  shall  be  made 
against  you  for  this  appropriation,  at  least  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  The  gentleman  is  not 
authorized  by  the  Democratic  party  to  say 
any  such  thine  here. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  spoke  for 
myself. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  The  gentleman  must  speak 
for  himself,  not  for  the  rest  of  us  here. 

Mr.  DAWES.  As  is  known  to  those  who 
have  been  here  during  past  Congresses,  I  have 
heretofore  opposed  this  proposed  enlargement 
of  the  Capitol  grounds,  not  because  I  did  not 
think  the  measure  ought  to  be  carried  out,  and 
ultimately  would  be,  but  I  have  never  seen  the 
time  when  we  did  not  need  for  other  purposes 
the  money  which  this  purchase  would  require. 
As  it  has  always  been  said  that  the  ground 
meanwhile  lies  dormant  and  does  not  rise  in 
value  because  of  this  discussion,  I  have  always 
felt  that  if  this  were  so  the  Government  was 
not  suffering  by  the  delay. 

I  ha?e,  however,  made  up  my  mind  that  at 
this  time,  perhaps,  the  purchase  had  better  be 
made.  But  I  desire  to  have  it  so  made  as  to 
involve  the  Government  in  as  little  expense 
as  possible.  The  figures  which  have  been 
presented  here  are,  when  you  come  to  look 
at  them,  exceedingly  delusive.  Members  who 
may  have  any  idea  that  $500,000  is  going  to 
compass  this  expense  may  jast  as  well  aban- 
don that  idea  now  as  wait  and  see  themselves 
within  one  year  confronted  with  double  that 
amount  as  the  valuation  of  this  property,  which 
will  be  the  case  unless  great  safeguards  be 
thrown  around  this  measure. 

Now,  draw  this  bill  in  whatever  form  you 
please,  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
will  secure  to  all  the  owners  of  this  property 
who  may  desire  it  such  damages  as  a  jury  of 
twelve  men  may  award  them,  and  those  dam- 
ages you  must  pay.  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  let 
us  not  bind  ourselves  beforehand  to  take  this 
property  at  whatever  valuation  twelve  men 
may  put  upon  it;  but  let  us  first  provide  for 
obtaining  that  valuation;  let  us  provide  for 
ascertaining  the  damages;  let  us  provide  in 
the  first  place  all  that  machinery,  because 
along  with  the  cost  of  the  ground  must  come 
expenditures  for  grading,  iron  fencing,  &c. 
Let  all  this  be  submitted  to  a  commission; 
if  the  machinery  provided  in  this  bill  be  suf- 
ficient, very  well ;  but  let  there  be  a  report 
at  the  next  session  of  Congress.  Then  the 
owners  of  this  property  will  know  that  they 
cannot  go  before  a  jury  and  swell  their  dam- 
ages to  an  enormous  rate,  as  they  might  be 
disposed  to  do  if  we  were  bound  to  take  the 
property  at  any  price  twelve  men  may  fix. 


According  to  the  plan  I  propose  we  ahig 
not  move  the  buildings  and  clear  the  grotsd 
during  the  coming  sammer ;  bat  we  duUuke 
such  means  that  at  the  next  sessioD  we  b&j 
secure  this  property  at  a  fair  and  rewooabie 
price.  By  this  process  the  cost  of  the  grouDd, 
as  well  as  the  expense  of  grading,  feociog. 
ornamentation,  &c.,  may  be  brought  vithii 
the  limitation  of  $500,000.  Bat  I  agree  witk 
my  collea^e  [Mr.  Butler]  that  it  woald  be 
most  unwise  for  us  to  bind  oarselves  bvjoo^ 
revocation  to  pay  the  price  which  a  joiy  nuj 
put  upon  the  property ;  for  a  coodemnttioa 
must  carry  along  with  it  a  trial  hyyarj.  I  oerer 
had  a  doubt  on  this  point  until  the  pmnt 
moment,  when  a  doubt  is  suggested  to  ae  b 
a  shake  of  the  head  of  my  distiDgaished  fneai 
from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland.]  ThepriDcipk 
has  been  so  many  times  declared  by  other 
learned  judges  that  I  thought  it  perfeetly  settled 
that  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stuea 
we  cannot  take  away  a  man's  property  eiee(4 
in  pursuance  of  a  trial  by  juiy. 

But  suppose  yon  dodge  a  trial  by  JBryiod 
have  a  commission  appointed  by  a  coon  id 
settie  this  question,  what  is  the  differeoee? 
The  owners  of  the  property  will  know  tbt  tlit 
Government  has  bound  itself  hy  law  to  mj 
whatever  the  commission  may  fix,  and  tb^ 
will  have  every  inducement  to  swell  the  rtlu- 
tion  to  an  enormous  figure.  It  is  perfecitjr 
delusive  to  expect  that  under  aoch  ciic&m- 
stances  you  could  get  this  propeity  for  $500, 
000.  If  yon  appropriate  in  adyaoce  oat  of  \k 
Treasury  the  aggregate  sum  which  maybe 
fixed  as  the  valuation  by  consent,  by  appnise- 
ment,  by  award  of  a  commission,  or  by  tie 
verdict  of  a  jury,  then  you  will  never  get  tlik 
property  for  $1,000,000. 

I  have  made  up  my  mind  to  gapporttlts 
measure  if  it  can  be  properly  guarded  so  tbt 
we  may  secure  these  two  lots  of  groaod  with- 
out involving  the  Government  in  an  extnor 
dinary  expenditure.  Otherwise,  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  vote  against  the  propositioo  ui 
endeavor  to  secure  its  postoonemeat  as  \m 
as  possible.  Being  myself  as  a  member  of 
ihe  House,  engaged  in  the  work  of  trying  10 
reduce  taxation,  and  constantly  hearing  the 
cry  as  to  the  '*  burdens  of  taxation"  and  the 
necessity  for  their  reduction,  I  am  notdispoiea 
to  impose  on  the  Government  any  extraordin- 
ary expenditure,  however  much  it  may  en- 
large and  beautify  the  Capitol  groaodi  m 
commend  this  stately  builoiog  to  the  eye- 
Unless  in  securing  this  object  we  can  puraie 
proper  economy,  and  throw  suitable  safe- 
guards around  the  proposed  expenditure,  1, 
for  one,  am  not  disposed  to  andertake  the 
project. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  now  yield  for 
five  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermoai, 
[Mr.  Poland.] 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  oame  in,  Mr.  Speaker, 
while  the  first  genUeman  from  Maasachose^ 
[Mr.  Butler]  was  speaking.  I  nnderstiw 
his  objection  to  this  to  be — one  objection, « 
least,  and  that  was  suggested  by  the  chairoai 
of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  the  ge«- 
tleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  GABFiKU),J-thal  tw 
Senate  amendment  does  not  provide  for  con- 
demnation by  jury.  Now,  I  have  no doobtMt 
this  amendment  does  provide  for  condemns- 
tion  by  a  jury  if  the  laws  require  it.  "  "* 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  not  able  to  «P« 
with  these  owners  as  to  the  valnation  of  tii^ 
property  he  is  to  apply  to  the  court,  *°^.^ 
court  by  proper  proceedings  is  to  p^cw  w 
the  condemnation  of  this  property,  •^{f*' 
fore,  if,  in  the  judgment  of  the  court,  theUn- 
stitution  entitles  the  owners  of  these  Un«» 
have  their  value  assessed  by  jury,  the  coui^ 
will^say  so,  and  there  will  be  a  condeaD»"« 
of  the  property  upon  «  verdict  of  » }^  ^ 
its  value. 

Mr.  POTTER.    And  if  the  W"*^  .^**.'? 
say  so,  then  this  proceeding  is  ooll  ^  ^^^ 
thskt  assumption.  .3  j  iu 

Mr.  POLAND.    That  is  so,  pronded  tft« 
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gentlemen  are  rij<ht  in  their  idea  of  the  extent 
of  the  constitntional  requirement;  bat  the 
supreme  court  of  one  State,  at  least,  has 
decided  that  the  valuation  of  property  is  not 
one  of  the  '* causes  of  common  law''  men- 
tioned in  the  Constitution  so  as  to  entitle  the 
owner  or  the  public  appropriating  it  to  a  trial 
by  a  jury.  1  understand  that  to  be  the  pre- 
vailing legal  doctrine  on  the  subject. 

The  SPEAKEK.  There  is  so  much  noise 
and  confiision  in  the  House  that  it  is  utterly 
impossible  to  hear  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont.    Members  will  resume  their  seats. 

Mr.  POLA.ND.  I  was  saying,  when  no  one 
could  hear  what  I  was  saying,  that  if  the  Con- 
stitution requires  these  damages  should  be 
assessed  by  jury,  the  provision  is  ample  to 
authorize  the  court  to  say  so,  and  to  cause  the 
damages  to  be  assessed  in  that  manner. 

Bat  the  last  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Dawes]  who  spoke  seems  to  be  afraid 
of  this  same  constitutional  right.  His  great 
difficulty  is  that  the  damages  to  be  awarded 
will  be  entirely  too  great — that  a  jury  may  be 
obtained  that  will  give  a  verdict  for  damages 
more  than  they  ought  to  give.  I  should  like 
to  know  when  in  the  future,  to  which  my  friend 
looks  forward  with  so  much  hope,  we  will  not 
meet  precisely  this  very  same  difficulty. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusettts.  I  will 
state  to  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  that  if 
we  are  to  take  this  at  all  hazards,  then  a  jury 
may  fix  whatever  price  they  please ;  but  it  we 
do  not  take  it  until  we  find'  what  it  is  going  to 
cost,  then  we  will  have  a  ri^^ht  to  expect  the 
jury  will  bring  in  a  fair  verdict  for  the  damages 
to  be  allowed. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  endeavored  yesterday  to 
answer  the  idea  which  my  friend  has  just  now 
suggested.  I  do  not  know  of  any  way  until 
we  have  passed  a  law  by  which  we  agree  to 
take  the  land,  until  we  have  sequestered  it  in 
some  legal  mode,  how  we  can  get  the  question 
before  a  jury.  I  do  not  understand  we  can  set 
up  a  sham  proceeding,  that  we  cau  make  moot 
court  for  the  purpose  of  determing  the  value 
of  this  property.  We  have  to  say  iu  the  first 
place  we  will  take  the  property,  and  institute 
proceedings  for  its  condemnation.  If  we  take 
it  now  we  have  to  do  it  in  that  way.  '  In  the 
far- distant  future  my  friend  from  Massachu- 
setts expects  to  reach  some  time  when  we  are 
to  take  it.  We  must  do  it  in  the  same  way 
and  encounter  the  same  perils. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  In  refer- 
ence to  the  taking  of  land  for  road  purposes, 
we  assess  the  damages  by  a  jury,  and  if  they 
are  too  much  then  the  road  is  discontinued 
and  there  is  an  end  of  it,  and  no  one  is  hurt. 
If,  however,  the  damages  are  what  we  think 
right  and  proper,  then  the  road  is  made. 

Mr.  POLAND.  If  we  pass  this  bill.  Con- 
gress will  be  in  session  again  long  before  the 
proceedings  will  be  gone  through  with  for  the 
condemnation  of  the  land,  and  if  there  is  any 
such  difficulty  as  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts supposes,  the  power  in  our  hands  is 
entirely  effectual  to  provide  a  remedy  by  repeal- 
ing the  law,  which  will  be  a  very  effectual  dis- 
continuance of  the  whole  proceedings. 

My  friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes] 
says  he  is  in  favor  of  this.  I  have  been  hear- 
ing the  gentleman  make  this  same  declaration 
for  a  great  many  years,  that  he  was  in  favor  of 
it,  but  not  in  favor  of  it  now ;  and  if  that  gentle- 
man will  remain  here  a  great  many  more  years, 
as  I  hope  he  will,  I  expect  to  hear  him  still 
making  the  same  declaration  so  lone  as  this 
subject  18  before  Congress.  He  is  always  in 
favor  of  it,  but  in  favor  of  it  at  some  future 
time,  and  never  in  favor  of  it  when  it  has  come 
to  be  a  thing  to  be  done.  We  have  already 
lost  lime  and  money  by  not  doing  this.  Per- 
liaps  it  ought  to  have  been  done  in  1861.  This 
property  has  increased  largely  iu  value  since 
that  time. 

Mr.  DAWES.  The  difficulty  of  my  friend 
from  Vermont  seems  to  be  that  he  regrets 


lost  opportunities  of  taking  large  sums  of 
money  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States.  I  am  sorry  he  has  had  such  lost 
opportunities. 

Mr.  POLAND.  The  lost  opportunity  I  am 
speaking  of  was  the  lost  opportunity  to  get 
this  property  at  a  much  lower  price  than  we 
can  now  get  it  at. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  ought  to  add  to  my  friend 
that  this  is  not  the  kind  of  lost  opportunity 
which  works  eternal  ruin.  It  is  another  kind 
of  opportunity,  the  loss  of  which  by  a  man 
does  that. 

Mr.  POLAND.  To  the  poetical  reference 
of  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  I  have 
nothing  to  say,  because  I  do  not  understand 
poetry.  I  apprehend  if  it  is  postponed  for 
another  ten  years  we  shall  make. just  as  much 
as  we  have  made  by  the  postponement  of  the 
last  ten  years.  The  property  will  double  in 
price  in  another  ten  vears,  and  if  the  improve- 
ment is  postponed  for  that  length  of  time,  it 
will  take  twice  as  much  money  then  to  carry 
it  out  as  it  would  now. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  yield  three 
minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 

COBURN.l 

Mr.  COB  URN.  We  have  many  and  large 
expenditures  forced  upon  us  constantly.  There 
is  a  great  strain  upon  the  people  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  for 
the  regular  expenses  of  the  Qovernment,  and 
for  bounties,  pensions,  and  the  expenditures 
of  the  war  not  yet  closed  up,  a  large  amount 
of  claims  and  other  demands  pressing  upon 
the  Treasury.  And  now  wich  this  tremendous 
load  upon  us,  members  who  profess  to  be  the 
friends  of  economy  are  insisting  upon  buying 
two  squares  at  an  enormous  cost,  and,  in  addi- 
tion, paying  for  the  buildings  situated  thereon 
and  throwing  them  away.  For  what  purpose  ? 
For  the  purpose  of  making  beautiful  and 
ornamental  grounds  about  the  Capitol.  Not 
for  anything  that  is  necessary ;  not  for  any- 
thing that  is  demanded  in  the  nature  of  things, 
but  for  the  making  of  a  splendid  surrounding 
ground,  as  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
[Mr.  Brooks]  says,  *' around  the  finest  build- 
ings in  the  world,''  vying  with  the  architect- 
ural displays  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome. 
At  this  time,  with  this  pressure  upon  a  repub- 
lican people,  who  have  gone  through  the  most 
stupendous  and  costly  struggle  to  maintain 
their  existence  and  pay  their  debt,  yet  known 
in  the  existence  of  a  free  country,  we  are  called 
upon  to  do  that.  It  strikes  me  that  under  the 
circumstances  this  is  one  of  the  most  unrea- 
sonable propositions  that  could  be  submitted 
to  us. 

Why,  sir,  what  is  the  value  of  that  property, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  square  feet,  sis 
lam  informed?  Property  has  oeen  selling 
on  the  other  side  of  the  square  at  $2  60  per 
square  foot,  and  that  at  a  greater  distance  from 
the  Capitol  than  this  is.  At  that  rate  the 
cost  of  this  property  would  amount  to  over 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  naked 
ground,  independent  of  the  buildings,  which 
are  worth  several  hundred  thousand  more.  I 
ask  gentlemen  if  they  are  ready  to  go  into  an 
expenditure  of  that  kind  at  this  time,  and  I 
have  risen  now  for  the  purpose  of  submitting 
m^  most  earnest  remonstrance  against  any- 
thing of  that  kind. 

It  may  be  possible,  in  time  to  come,  this 
ground  will  not  be  needed.  It  may  be  possi- 
ble in  some  future  day  that  the  people  will  say 
that  this  building  here  is  not  needed.  It  may 
be  that  the  Capitol  of  the  countiy,  like  the 
center  of  population  and  power,  will  travel 
westward.  When  this  Capitol  was  put  here  it 
was  about  the  center  of  population.  But  the 
mysterious  and  potent  center  of  population 
has  been  constantly  traveling  westward.  It 
has  crossed  the  Alleghanies,  it  has  crossed  the 
Ohio,  it  has  crossed  the  State  of  Ohio  and  is 
traveling  toward  what  is  the  natural  center  of 


the  power  and  influence  and  wealth  of  thts 
country,  the  great  Mississippi  river.  It  may 
be,  Mr.  Speaker,  when  that  point  is  reached, 
that  the  people  of  this  country  will  not  desire 
to  have  this  ground  and  these  buildings  here. 
I  am  therefore  in  favor  of  postponing  any 
action  of  this  kind. 

tHere  the  hammer  fell.] 
Ir.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    I  yield  three 
minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Moore.  1 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  have  been  opposed  to  this 
appropriation,  as  I  said  yesterday,  not  because 
1  am  opposed  to  the  adornment  of  the  grounds 
about  this  Capitol,  but  for  the  reason  that  it  is 
not  an  immediate  necessity,  and  that  the  bur- 
dens already  upon  the  people  are  extremely 
heavy.  The  people  of  this  country  have  for 
the  last  ten  years  borne  such  burdens  as  no 
other  people  on  the  face  of  the  earth  perhaps 
ever  did,  and  borne  them  willingly.  Under 
Republican  rule  for  the  last  ten  years  we  have 
accomplished  vastly  more  in  this  country  than 
was  ever  accomplished  under  any  other  admin- 
istration during  the  same  length  of  time.  And 
as  the  people  have  responded  to  every  demand 
made  upon  them  heretofore,  they  are  now 
looking  for  a  careful  administration  of  the 
fi  iiancial  affairs  of  the  Government.  They  are 
not  demanding  this  expenditure  at  this  time, 
and  the  amount  to  be  expended,  and  that  will 
certainly  be  expended  in  carrying  out  this  im- 
provement, is  not  a  necessary  expenditure. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  now  yield  to 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Harris.] 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  On  yesterday  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks] 
offered,  and  the  committee  passed,  an  amend 
ment  to  this  bill  providing  that  the  railroad 
track  in  front  of  the  west  entrance  to  the  Cap- 
itol should  be  taken  up.  By  the  courtesy  and 
kindness  of  the  House  I  succeeded  in  pro* 
curing  an  extension  of  the  time  six  months ; 
but  I  find  upon  examination  of  the  law  that 
six  months  will  not  answer ;  that  no  law  has 
been  passed  authorizing  the  railroad  to  make 
any  other  connection.  This  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  strikes  down 
the  connection  between  the  North  and  the 
South.  At  present  a  man  can  get  upon  the 
railroad  in  New  Orleans  and  keep  on  it  until 
he  gets  to  New  York  or  Boston.  He  can  get 
on  at  Pittsburg  and  can  pass  through  this  city 
without  really  disturbing  anybody,  for  the 
trains  each  way  pass  at  night.  If  the  amend- 
ment be  adopted,  those  in  the  sleeping-cars, 
women  and  children  and  all,  will  be  turned 
out  at  ten  o'clock  at  night  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  Potomac  and  be  taken  by  wagons  or 
omnibuses  to  the  depot  of  the  Baltimore  and 
Ohio  railroad.  This  is  the  nineteenth  century, 
and  efforts  are  being  made  to  connect  every 
place  by  rail.  The  gentleman's  proposition  is 
to  retrograde  to  the  posiiion  of  things  years 
ago,  and  separate  the  connection  between  the 
North  and  the  South.  I  have  no  particular 
fancy  for  this  route,  but  the  point  I  make  is 
this :  it  is  not  right  or  proper  to  remove  this 
road,  which  disturbs  nobody,  without  providing 
some  other  means  of  making  this  important 
connection.  Let  me  say  further  that  they  carry 
cotton,  cattle,  and  other  products  of  the  South 
through  this  city  to  Philadelphia  and  New 
York,  disturbing  no  mortal  mau  in  their  pas- 
sage in  the  night.  The  gentleman  proposes 
to  cut  the  road  short.  I  hope  his  amendment 
will  not  be  agreed  to,  but  that  Congress  will 
provide  some  other  mode  of  connecting  the 
road  and  then  require  them  to  take  up  their 
present  track,  but  do  not  now  destroy  the  con- 
nection. 

At  a  time  when  an  earnest  effort  is  being 
made  to  fraternize  the  sections,  to  cultivate 
mutual  and  kindly  relations  between  them,  to 
promote  the  general  welfare  by  connecting 
them  with  rails  of  steel,  the  gentleman  from 
Massachusetts  proposes  to  sunder  the  con- 
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necting  links  which  bind  them  together.    I 
trust  he  wUl  not  succeed.     I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  amendment  adopted  on  yesterday  in  com 
mittee  will  to-day  be  defeated  by  the  House. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  would  like  to  say,  in 
addition  to  what  has  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  that  the  taking  up  o7  these 
tracks  would  cost  the  people  of  the  South  a 
$100,000  a  year  in  additional  freights. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  yield  now  to 
my  colleague,  [Mr.  Bingham.] 

Mr.  BINOHAM.     I  desire  to  say  to  the 

House  that  so  far  as  any  question  of  law  has 

been  raised  here  touching  the  validity  of  the 

Senate  amendment    to  this  bill,  gentlemen 

ought  to  be  satisfied  when  they  look  at  the 

provisions  of  the  eighth  section  of  the  Senate 

amendment  in  regard  to  the  condemnation 

of  the  property  that  may  be  taken.    It  is  as 

follows : 

Sbo.  8.  That  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall 
not  be  able  to  a«ree  with  the  owner  or  owners  of 
any  private  property  needed  for  the  purposes  of  this 
act  upon  the  pnce  to  be  paid  therefor  or  if  for  any 
other  cause  he  shall  be  unable  to'obtain  the  title  to 
any  such  property  by  mutual  agreement  with  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  make 
application  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  which  court  is  hereb^r  authorised  and 
required,  upon  such  application,  in  such  mode,  and 
under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  it  may  adopt, 
to  make  a  Jost  and  equitable  appraisement  of  the 
cash  value  of  the  several  interests  of  each  and  every 
owner  of  the  real  estate  and  improvements  thereon 
necessary  to  be  taken  for  the  public  use  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  to  which 
the  Secretary  has  been  unable  to  obtain  the  title  by 
mutual  agreement  with  the  owner  or  owners  thereof. 

It  is  enough  to  say  that  if  gentlemen  are 
right  in  their  suppositions  that  there  can  be 
no  condemnation  of  real  estate  without  assess- 
ment of  value  by  a  jury«  the  court  will  be  con- 
strained, under  the  Constitution,  to  empanel 
a  jury  to  assess  the  value.  Gentlemen  will 
bear  in  mind  that  years  ago  a  question  arose 
quite  kindred  to  that  now  raised  here  as  to  the 
effect  and  meaning  of  the  term  *Mue  process 
of  law''  as  used  in  the  fifth  article  of  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution,  which  was  passed 
upon  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  I  refer  to  the  case  of  Murray  vs.  The 
Hoboken  Land  and  Improvement  Company, 
18  Howard,  280.  In  that  case  land  was  seized 
on  a  Treasury  warrant  issued  to  the  United 
States  marshal,  and  sold.  The  question  raised 
and  decided  in  the  case  was  whether  upon  a 
warrant  issued  by  the  Treasury  land  could  be 
seized  and  sold  by  the  marshal  without  the 
intervention  of  a  jury.  The  validity  of  the 
act  of  Congress  authorizing  such  seizure  and 
sale  was  sustained  by  the  Supreme  Court  and 
stands  to-day  unchallenged,  aeclaring  that  the 
phrase  ''due  process  of  law''  means  the  law 
of  the  land. 

It  seems  to  me  that  gentlemen  must  be  sat- 
isfied on  the  point  of  law  here  raised,  and  that 
there  is  and  can  be  no  difficulty  in  condemn- 
ing the  land  taken,  because  the  bill  provides 
that  if  there  is  not  an  amicable  transfer,  by 
agreement  of  the  owners  of  the  property,  to 
the  United  States,  the  question  or  damages  is 
to  be  assessed  by  the  supreme  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Of  course  the  obliga- 
tion imposed  by  the  Constitution  rests  upon 
the  court,  and  if  the  Constitution  requires  that 
a  jury  shall  assess  the  value,  the  court  must 
assess  the  damages  accordingly,  unless  the 
owner  waives  the  requiremenU 

I  have  said  about  all  I  have  the  opportunity 
to  sa^in  the  limited  time  allowed  me ;  enough, 
I  thmk,  to  satisfy  every  gentleman  in  this 
House  that  there  is  no  difficulty  of  law  in  this 
matter.  I  hope  the  House  will  not  reject  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
It  is  utterly  useless  to  talk  about  this  thing  of 
neglecting  this  beautiful  Capitol  and  leaving  it 
exposed  on  every  side  because  somebody  con- 
templates a  removal  of  it  in  some  future  day 
to  some  other  place.  While  we  have  a  Capi- 
tol, I  trust  the  Representatives  of  the  people 
will  consider  it  their  duty  to  see  to  it  that  it 
has  the  proper  surroundiogs  and  adornments. 


• 

Mr.  MORGAN.  Honorable  gentlemen  have 
said  that  they  believed  this  to  be  the  most 
grand  and  beautiful  Capitol  building  in  the 
world.  I  myself  believe  that  such  is  the  fact, 
and  am  much  gratified  that  it  is  so.  I  did 
not  intend  to  say  a  word  on  this  subject,  until 
I  felt  called  upon  to  do  so  by  the  remarks  of 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  city,  [Mr. 
Brooks.]  We  are  told  constantly  in  both 
branches  of  Congress  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  at  the  present  time  are  more 
heavily  taxed  than  are  any  other  people  on 
earth.  The  amount  of  our  debt,  measured  by 
the  interest  they  pay,  is  greater  than  that  of 
any  other  people  on  earth. 

I  therefore,  rise,  on  behalf  of  the  tax- payers 
of  the  country,  who  are  thus  overburdened,  to 
put  in  my  earnest  protest  on  their  behalf 
against  this'  wicked  and  inexcusable  extrava- 
gance of  expending,  at  this  time,  one  half  mil- 
lion of  money  to  extend  and  beautify  the  Cap- 
itol grounds.  And  I  warn  gentlemen  that 
they  are  pursuing  the  surest  method  of  having 
the  Capitol  removed.  I  have  heretofore  voted 
against  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  removal  of 
the  Capitol.  But  if  this  reckless  extravagance 
is  to  be  checked  only  by  its  removal  to  some 
distant  point  in  the  West,  then  I  am  for  the 
removal  of  the  Capitol  at  the  earliest  practi- 
cable period.  I  will  not  occupy  any  further 
time  on  that  point,  but  will  reply  to  remarks 
made  on  yesterdav  by  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut, [Mr.  Kellogg.]  That  honorable 
gentleman  held  in  his  hand  a  copy  of  the 
Washington  Patriot  newspaper  of  yesterday 
morning,  and  read  from  it  an  article  justifying 
the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in 
taking  from  the  Treasury,  in  violation  of  law, 
the  sum  of  $98,000  and  making  a  gift  of  it  to 
Secor  &  Co.  I  refer  to  that  now  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sayine  that  the  Democratic  party  is 
not  responsible  for  this  article  of  the  Patriot. 
When  I  read  that  article,  not  noticing  what 
journal  it  was,  I  supposed  I  was  reading  the 
Washington  Chronicle.  That  article  does  not 
in  any  respect  reflect  thesentimentsof  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  but  seems  more  like  an  emana- 
tion from  one  of  the  many  splendid  fites  given 
by  the  Secretary.  I  do  not  charge  that  the 
Secretary  seeks  to  stifle  public  sentiment  by 
the  fumes  which  arise  from  his  sumptuous  and 
hospitable  table;  nevertheless  the  world  so 
believes 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  am  glad  to  see  the  truth 
from  any  source. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  One  word  more.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Butler]  told 
us  the  other  day,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  [Mr.  Kellogg]  repeated  yester- 
day, that  there  was  no  instance  iu  which  one 
dollar  of  the  public  funds  had  been  wrongfully 
appropriated  by  any  officer  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  contrary  has  been  proved.  I  hold 
that  when  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  viola- 
tion of  all  law  takes  $93,000  from  the  Treas- 
ury, it  makes  no  difference  to  the^  people 
whether  it  goes  into  his  pocket  or  iuto  the 
pocket  of  another  man.  When  a  gentleman 
who  occupies  the  high  position  of  a  Cabinet 
officer  wrongfully  takes  from  the  Treasury 
such  an  enormous  sum  of  money,  he  must  not 
be  surprised  if  persons  presume  that  he  has 
an  interest  of  some  kind  in  the  act  of  wrong- 
doing. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  now  yield  four 
minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  California,  [Mr. 
Sargent  1 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to 
speak  to  the  question  before  the  House ;  I 
have  no  time  to  follow  the  gentleman  into 
general  politics  in  four  minutes.  My  friend 
from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  says  that  he 
believes  in  this  project  and  will  be  willing  to 
make  this  appropriation  when  we  have  no 
other  use  for  the  money.  The  position  is 
absurd.  Why,  sir,  in  the  midst  of  the  war  we 
completed  this  Capitol.  We  went  on  year  by 
year  and  expended  millions  in  order  to  com- 


plete this  magnificent  extension  and  mikvM 
proportions  and  beauty  of  this  baiidiog  u^l 
as  they  now  are ;  and  about  the  dose  of  :^i 
war  we  erected  the  figure  of  liberty  aad  pciii 
upon  the  Dome.  The  principle  which  the  gs&- 
tleman  would  apply  would  have  stoppd  Ji 
improvements  on  the  Capitol  st  that  tiac. 
Yet  he  voted  for  them.  We  certainly  do  m. 
need  money  now  as  we  did  when  all  oar  eoer- 
gies  were  taxed  to  carry  on  a  great  war. 

But,  says  the  gentleman  from  lodiaoa,  [Mr. 
CoBURN,]  we  may  have  no  further  use  for  Jid 
building  by  and  by.  If,  by  making  this  appro- 
priation, we  can  declare  that  the  project  of 
capital- moving  is  dead,  then  I  am,  for  tSb 
reason  also,  in  favor  of  this  appropriation.  If 
the  gentleman  from  Indiana  sp^b  for  tike 
West,  I  speak  for  a  farther  West  If  his  con- 
stituents come  a  thousand  miles  to  get  to  ifaii 
capital,  mine  come  three  thousaod  miiia. 
Upon  the  Pacific  certainly,  and  ihroa|&o<i; 
the  great  West,  I  believe,  there  is  a  feeling  of 
reverence  for  this  spot  of  ground,  dedicaid 
by  the  father  of  our  country  as  the  capita!  -i 
the  nation,  and  used  as  such  for  these  Dia; 
years.  There  are  holy  memories  conoMtfd 
with  it.  There  is  an  illnstrioua  history  uso- 
ciated  with  this  spot  of  our  national  territory: 
and  never,  as  I  believe,  will  it  be  ezchaorrd 
for  another  with  the  intelligent  cooseot  of  uit 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Why,  sir,  if  the  capital  were  to  be  remofei 
where  should  we  go?  To  some  city  tbere 
there  are  adequate  aieans  to  supply  the  w^u 
of  the  people's  representatives  when  \i€j 
meet  there,  and  those  of  the  various  oficen 
who  carry  on  the  departments  of  the  Gorero- 
ment  ?  In  such  a  city  you  would  not  have  um 
jurisdiction  necessary  for  the  proteciioo  of  i^ 
interests  of  the  Government  Yon  moMbn 
at  your  seat  of  Government  such  jarisdictii^ 
as  the  United  States  now  exercises  o?er  li^is 
District.  Chicago,  St.  Louis,  Gincionati.  cr 
any  other  great  city  of  the  West,  if  it  coak 
supply  the  other  necessary  elemeotA,  woaU 
not  give  us  that  jurisdiction. 

If  vou  go  upon  unsettled  land  to  s«ciR 
jurisdiction  you  must  start  with  shaaii^: 
vou  must  expend  hundreds  of  millions  of  ii'>' 
lars  before  you  could  have  a  Capitol  baiidi&S 
fit  for  occupancy,  a  Treasury,  and  Interior aa^i 
Post  Office  Departments,  and  public  builoio^ 
generally,  ornamented  public  squares,  ac. 
You  must  erect  anew  all  necessary  pai^^^ 
structures;  you  must  build  up  a  city;  joa 
must  introduce  water  and  gas,  or  disp<»>* 
with  them  until  a  city  had  grown  up;  it^os'^ 
be  years  before  there  would  be  any  h.)»a 
which  would  be  inhabitable  j  and  meaD^we 
the  representatives  of  the  people  and  wio 
officers  of  the  Government  must  put  op  «it& 
accommodations  entirely  inadequate  to  eo^-^ 
them  to  discharge  properly  the  function  <^^ 
the  Government.  Besides  all  this,  theremotfc 
of  the  records  of  the  Government  would  cau^ 
confusion  which  twenty-five  years  of  carvtii 
labor  would  not  remedy.  No  man  can  *J 
how  long  it  would  take  the  officers  of  the  (jo^' 
ernment  to  get  the  records  in  such  a  condu^ 
as  they  now  are,  when  reterence  can  be  tafx 
to  any  year  or  month  or  day  to  iuj  m^* 
extending  back  nearly  a  century,  ^'y'!*^ 
documents  would  have  to  be  huddled  w^ 
and  transported  in  boxes  to  a  place  ^°f^^ 
proper  accommodations  would  be  P^*^^^''?'. 
receive  them.  Many  would  be  lost,  m  » 
loss  might  be  of  evidences  of  pajo^tt*  ^' 
claims. that  would  afterward  cost  the  peop"^ 
untold  millions. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.]  •  <] 

Mr.  GAUFIBLD,  of  Ohio.  I  f^o^/!^ 
three  minutes  to  the  gentleman  from  ^^^ 
chusetts,  [Mr.  Banks. J  ^  ,       a. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Mr.  Speaker,  ^J^^^.^ 
House  will  sustain  the  vote  of  t^^e  Comffii-^ 
of  the  Whole,  and  provide  for  the  b1;1^|J 
removal  of  the  railroad  track  now  \pH^ 
front  of  the  Capitol.    In  my  judgmeot  it  foo^* 
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bo  a  crime  for  us  to  appropriate  $500,000  for 
the  enlargement  of  the  Capitol  grounds  while 
we  obstruct  by  this  railroad  the  entire  en- 
trance to  these  grounds  on  tbe  city  side.  While 
X  hope  proper  provision  will  be  made  for  the 
removal  of  this  track,  I  am  willing  to  grant  as 
touch  time  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  work 
to  be  done  without  unduly  interfering  with  the 
interests  of  the  railroad  company.  But  it  is 
necessary  the  removal  should  be  provided  for 
bj  law  before  the  company  will  take  any  steps 
to  provide  for  another  route. 

It  is  not  altogether  true,  as  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Harris]  has  said,  that  a 
contiottous  route  is  absolutely  necessary  ;  for 
the  company  did  not  have  such  a  route  autil 
1863,  when  the  war  war  goiuff  on.  Gentlemen 
on  the  floor  of  the  House  tell  me  this  morning 
that  in  tbe  vicinity  of  Baltimore  members  ot 
Congress  have  been  dumped  off  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  or  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
to  gain  a  passage  to  the  capital  as  best  they 
could.  Yet  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  says 
it  is  necessary  the  company  should  have  a  con- 
tinuous passage  for  cattle  across  the  very 
entrance-way  to  the  nation's  Capitol! 

If  more  time  than  the  amendment  now  pro- 
poses is  necessary  to  enable  the  company  to 
accomplish  the  removal  of  their  track,  un- 
doubtedly such  additional  time  will  be  granted. 
It  is  not  entirely  true  that  this  road  is  used 
only  in  the  night ;  for  two  or  three  days  ago  I 
myself  was  interrupted  in  going  to  the  depot 
by  the  passage  of  a  train  on  this  road,  and 
other  gentlemen  tell  me  that  the  passage  of 
day  trains  has  been  frequent.  It  is  very  likely 
that  it  may  be  used  in  the  night,  but  it  is  a 
structure  obstructive  and  indecent  in  its  char- 
acter, standing  at  the  very  entrance  of  the 
Capitol  and  cutting  off  hundreds  who  wish  to 
go  into  or  pass  out  of  the  Capitol  grounds.  I 
am  willing  to  give  them  that  time  for  its 
removal,  but  I  hope  this  House  will  insist  upon 
the  fact  being  fixed  in  this  law  that  at  some 
time  or  other  this  work  is  to  be  removed  and 
cease  to  be  the  eye-sore  it  now  is. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  SCOFI£LD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  would  be 
;1ad  if  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
MTould  withdraw  his  amendment  asking  the 
House  to  do  this  thing  at  this  time  without 
lotice.  I  know  something  of  the  wants  of  tbe 
people  coming  to  and  going  from  this  capital. 
[  know  this  work  ought  to  be  removed.  I 
relieve,  however,  when  that  is  done  it  should 
>e  done  on  consultation  with  the  managers  of 
bis  road,  and  they  should  have  plenty  of  time 
o  mature  some  plan  for  the  purpose  of  trans- 
>orting  freight  around  this  Capitol  so  as  to 
aeet  the  demands  of  trade  and  at  the  same 
ime  answer  all  the  purposes  of  convenience. 
rVe  should  in  common  justice  give  these  par- 
ies an  opportunity  to  determine  what  is  to  be 
lone  when  the  present  track  is  removed.  It  is 
o  managed  now  that  very  rarely  any  one  is 
prevented  from  passing.  To  be  sure  there  may 
k9  rare  instances  when  some  one  has  to  wait, 
t  may  be  that  it  is  sometimes  inconvenient, 
ut  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  make  any  pro- 
ision  which  will  not  at  some  time  or  other 
jcommode  some  one  or  other  person.    It  is 

matter  of  the  greatest  convenience  to  tbe 
ountry  at  laree.  it  is  very  well  known  that  I 
o  not  like  this  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad, 
nd  indeed  none  of  us  in  Pennsylvania  are 
ery  fond  of  it,  because  we  have  had  from  it 
o  favors  to  be  thankful  for ;  but  I  do  say  that 
'e  o.ught  not  to  destroy  the  present  conven- 
iucG  of  the  people  in  the  facilities  now  afforded 
)r  tbe  carriage  of  freight,  and  if  the  track  is  to 
e  removed  it  should  be  done  after  full  notice 
3  as  to  give  the  managers  of  this  road  ample 
n porta uity  to  mature  some  plan  to  take  the 
lace  of  the  present  one. 
Mr.  BANKS.  I  insist  that  the  matter  shall 
e  determined  now. 

Mr.  ARCHER.    I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
ivee  to  fiz  the  time  at  two  years. 


Mr.  BANEuS.  I  think  eighteen  months  are 
enough. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  have  given  away  all  but  fifteen  minutes  of 
the  hour  allotted  me  under  the  roles,  and  I 
desire  in  the  time  left  me  to  call  the  atten- 
don  of  the  House  to  one  other  of  the  pending 
amendments. 

Some  things  have  been  said  in  the  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  concerning  the  civil  service 
reform  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  House.  The  subject  has  been  before  the 
House  several  times  this  session,  and  tbe 
country  ouzht  to  know  in  what  spirit  it  has 
been  treated  by  their  Representatives. 

Several  weeks  since  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Snapp]  made  a  speech  on  this 
subject,  which  has  been  very  generally  read 
throughout  the  country,  and  in  which  he  verv 
succinctly  stated  his  views  of  the  nature  of 
our  civil  service,  and  the  uses  to  which  it 
ought  to  be  put.     He  said : 

**  It  is  a  faodamental  prinolple  embodied  in  our 

81orion8  Constitution,  that  the  maohinery  of  this 
Government  may  be  pulled  to  pleoefl  every  four 
years,  and  this  principle  has  been  put  into  praotice 
all  through  the  history  of  this  Government  every 
time  a  new  administration  oame  into  power." 

**  General  Gh-ant  to-day  oocapies  the  presidential 
chair  because  the  Republican  party  is  the  *  sncess- 
ful'  party,  and  because  the  offices  belong  to  the 
successful  party." 

I  admire  courage  even  in  a  bad  cause,  and 
this  is  an  example  of  undoubted  courage.  It 
is  the  most  frank,  candid,  and  logical  assault 
that  I  have  yet  seen  on  the  civil  service  reform. 
The  gentleman  declares  that  Grant  was  made 
President  not  because  the  people  wanted  him 
for  the  public  service,  but  because  of  the 
offices  he  would  have  to  give  to  the  party 
which  elected  him.  This  will  be  startling 
news  to  the  great  body  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. In  the  debate  yesterday  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Shanks]  calls  the  civil 
service  reform  a  '*  specimen  of  humbuggery." 
He  says : 

"  It  was  got  up  in  the  Interest  of  partie^  whose 
object  it  was  to  embarrass  the  operations  of  the  pres- 
ent Admioistration." 

**  The  President  did  not  originate  the  measure ;  it 
was  originated  in  Congress." 

Another  gentleman  said  that  in  an  evil  hour, 
hastily,  in  the  night,  the  men  who  stood  guard 
here  in  the  Capitol  allowed  this  monster  to  be 
bom  and  sent  out  to  plague  the  nation  and 
embarrass  the  Administration.  The  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  BuTLsa]  said ; 

"It  was  originated  by  a  Senator  fki>m  Illinois. 
Without  one  word  of  debate  or  explanation,  the 

Erovision  was  put  on  an  appropriation  bill  and  sent 
ere;  and  then,  at  four  o'elock  in  the  morning  of 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  we  were  obliged  to  pass 
iter  lose  the  bill. 

**  Now,  sir,  The  President  oonld  do  nothing  else 
than  what  he  did  in  inaugurating  this  system;  for 
I  look  upon  this  movement  as  the  origin  of  the  Oin- 
cinnati  convention.  It  was  a  shrewd  politician's 
trick  to  itat  the  President  in  such  a  position  that  if 
he  did  not  inaugurate  it  be  oonld  be  attacked,  and 
if  he  did  inaugurate  it  and  failed  he  could  still  be 
attacked.    And  we  fell  into  that  trap." 

My  colleague  on  tbe  committee  [Mr.  Saa- 

obmt]  used  this  language : 

**  Narrow-chested  men  say  to  us  we  must  make 
some  show  of  believing  in  civil  service  reform  for 
fear  of  what  they  may  say  of  us  at  Glnoinoati." 

*'This  outcry  is  fomented  by  a  crowd  of  black- 
mailers in  the  city  of  Washington  and  around  this 
Capitol." 

Another  gentleman  said : 

**I  believe  the  civil  service  is  much  better,  and 
purer  and  freer  from  oorruptton,  robbery,  and  fraud, 
than  it  has  been  before  during  a  period  of  thirty 


years." 

The  gentleman  from  Minnesota  [Mr.  DtJN- 

nell]  said : 

"As  I  have  no  confidence  in  these  rules  for  civil 
service,  then  I  will  spit  upon  them  and  vote  against 
them."  «  «  «  ^  •«  xhe  gentleman  from 
Indiana  called  it  humbnggery ;  I  will  call  it  a  delu- 
sion a  mere  farco,  in  which  I  will  have  no  part." 

Now,  Mr.   Speaker,   those  of  us   who  do 
believe  there  is  something  in  this  effort  for 
civil  service   reform — who    do    believe    that 
JL  something  ought  to  be  done  to  better  that  ser- 


vice, are  not  willing  to  be  set  down  as  **  horn- 
bugs,''  as  **  black  mailers/^  '* as  stirrers* up 
of  strife  to  disturb  th^  Administration,''  as 
**  fomenters  of  treason  to  be  concentrated  at  the 
Cincinnati  convention."  I  say  we  are  hot  will- 
ing to  rest  in  silence  under  such  imputations, 
and  allow  our  opinions  to  be  despised,  with- 
out saying  something  in  defense. 

In  the  elegant  language  of  two  of  the  assail- 
ants of  this  reform,  they  propose  **  to  spit 
upon  it."  One  gentleman  said  he  would  **  spit 
upon  the  idea."  Just  how  that  can  be  done 
he  did  not  tell  us ;  but  I  remind  gentlemen  that 
this  business  of  spitting  npon  men  and  reform 
is  as  old  as  the  days  or  the  crucifixion  of  our 
Saviour.  But  '^spitting"  and  reviling  have 
never  put  down  an^  worthy  thought  or  reform. 

I  ask  the  attention  of  the  House  for  a  few 
moments  while  I  tell  when,  where,  and  by 
whom  this  civil  service  reform  was  inaugu- 
rated. The  first  notice  of  it  that  appeared 
since  I  have  been  in  Congress  was  as  far 
back  as  the  Thirty-Ninth  Congress,  when  Mr. 
Jenckes,  a  noble  man  from  Rhode  Island,  no 
**  western  humbug,"  pointed  out  the  growing 
evils  of  our  civil  service,  and  when,  by  a  com- 
mittee which  had  charge  of  the  subject  of  re- 
trenchment, facts  were  brought  into  this  House 
which  no  man  ventured  to  gainsay,  and  the 
attention  of  the  country  was  called  to  the 
necessity  of  reform.  In  the  other  branch  of 
Congress  attention  was  also  called  to  the  same 
class  of  evils.  The  first  chief  executive  voice 
heard  upon  the  subject  in  modern  times  came 
on  the  6th  day  of  December,  1870,  from  the 
chief  Executive  of  the  United  States  in  his 
annual  message,  in  which  the  President  said : 

*'  Always  favoring  practical  reforms,  I  respeetfolly 
call  your  attention  to  one  abuse  of  long  standing, 
which  I  would  like  to  see  remedied  by  this  Congress. 
It  is  a  reform  in  the  civil  service  of  the  country.  I 
would  have  it  go  beyond  the  mere  fixing  of  tbe  ten- 
ure of  office  of  clerks  and  employes,  who  do  not 
require  *the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  '  to 
make  their  appointments  eomplete.  I  would  have 
it  govern,  not  the  tenure,  but  the  manner  of  making 
all  appointments.  There  is  no  duty  which  so  much 
embarrasses  the  Executive  and  heads  of  Depart- 
ments as  that  of  appointments;  nor  is  there  any 
such  arduous  and  thankless  labor  imposed  on  Sen- 
ators and  Representatived  as  that  of  finding  places 
for  constituents.  The  present  system  does  not  secure 
the  best  men"~ 

I  invite  the  attention  of  gentlemen  who  say 
that  that  system  is  the  purest  and  best  and  the 
freest  from  corruption  that  can  be  conceived, 
to  this  declaration  of  the  President — 

*' The  jpresent  system  does  not  secure  the  best  men, 
and  often  not  even  fit  men.  for  publie  place.  The 
elevation  and  purification  of  the  civil  service  of  the 
Gov^nment  will  be  hailed  with  approval  by  the 
whole  people  of  the  United  States." 

Over  against  what  we  heard  on  the  floor 
yesterday  I  put  that  clear  and  manful  state- 
ment of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
and  I  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  an- 
other statement  by  the  President  on  the  same 
subject.  When  we  had,  in  obedience  to  his 
recommendation,  passed  a  law  providing  for 
a  commission  to  aid  in  this  work,  and  when 
he  had  appointed  that  commission  and  they 
had  made  their  report,  he  sent  us  on  the  19th 
December,  1871,  a  message  accompanying  that 
report,  in  which  he  says : 

**  I  ask  for  all  the  strength  which  Congress  can 
give  me  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  the  reforms  in  the 
civil  service  recommended  by  the  commissioners, 
and  adopted,to  take  effect,  as  before  stated,  on 
January  1. 1872." 

The  President  says : 

*'I  ask  for  all  the  strength  which  Congress  can 
give  me." 

And  this  is  the  strength  you  give  him  in 
tbe  debate  of  yesterday  on  this  floor  1 
Furthermore  he  says : 

**  I  therefore  recommend  that  a  proper  appropri* 
ation  be  made  to  continue  the  services  of  the  pres- 
ent board  for  another  year." 

Mr.  SARGENT.  That  is  just  what  we  have 
done  by  our  amendment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  And  he  goes 
on  to  recommend  that  the  three  members  of 
the  board  who  hold  other  poaitaona  in  the 
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pablic  service  be  authorized  to  receive  ft  fair 
corapenBation  for  their  extra  servicea. 

Mr.  SA  RQBNT.  That  is  exactly  what  this 
amendment  will  do. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  And  now,  when 
we  undertake  to  comply  with  this  recommend- 
ation,  we  are  told  that  this  effort  is  made  by 
enemies  of  the  A  ministration.  If  these  gen- 
tlemen convince  the  country  that  they  are 
carrying  out  the  wishes  of  the  President  by 
their  opposition  to  this  appropriation  they  will 
have  struck  him  and  his  administration  a  more 
fatal  blow  than  any  yet  delivered  by  those  who 
use  their  right  to  criticise  him.  If  all  this  effort 
at  civil  service  is  a  mere  piece  of  acting,  it  is 
high  time  the  country  should  know  it.  If  these 
gentlemen  who  denounce  civil  service  reform 
BO  loudly  will  convince  the  country  that  the 
President  has  been  insincere  in  all  this,  they 
will  thereby  make  the  Cincinnati  convention  a 
power  to  be  courted  and  feared  rather  than 
denounced  and  *'8pit  upon.'' 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
[Mr.  Garfield]  himself  says  the  plan  is  a 
hnmbug. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
from  Ohio  says  no  such  thing. 

Mr.  SARGENT,  fie  says  it  has  proved 
futile  and  ineffective. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  beg  the  gen- 
tleman's pardon.  I  said  that  many  suggestions 
on  civil  service  reform  were  doubtless  idle  and 
futile.  ^  But  I  did  not  say,  and  I  never  say,  that 
the  pointing  out  of  evils  in  the  civil  service  sys- 
tem, or  that  the  demand  for  reform  in  the  civil 
service,  was  either  futile  or  a  humbug. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  gentleman  was  speak- 
iog  of  the  rules  of  this  board. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  stated  to  my  colleague  on  the  commit- 
tee, Qlr.  Sargent,]  in  the  course  of  the  debate, 
that  I  had  not  seen  the  new  rules;  and  this 
amendment  refers  to  such  rules  as  may  yet  be 
perfected  and  adopted.  I  hold  in  my  hand  a 
speech  made  in  1835  by  no  less  a  man  than 
Daniel  Webster,  in  which  he  called  attention 
to  the  great  evil  which  had  been  brought  into 
the  public  service  by  the  doctrine  that  *Ho 
the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  and  in  clear 
and  powerful  language  denounced  the  evil.  I 
quote  his  language : . 

"  The  extent  of  the  patronace  springing  from  this 
power  of  appointment  and  removal  is  so  great  that 
It  brings  a  dangerous  mass  of  private  and  personal 
interests  into  operation  in  all  great  public  elections 
and  public  questions."  •  «  •  «  "The 
unlimited  power  to  grant  office  and  take  it  away 
gives  a  command  over  the  hopes  and  fears  of  a  vast 
multitude  of  men.  It  is  generally  true  that  he  who 
controlsA  man's  living  controls  his  will."       *       ^ 

•  •  "Office  of  every  kind  is  now  sought  with 
extraordinary  avidity,  and  the  condition  well  under* 
stood  to  be  attached  to  every  office,  high  or  low,  is 
indiscriminate  support  of  executive  measures,  and 
implicit  obedience  to  executive  will."       «      •      • 

•  "I  am  for  arresting  the  farther  progress  of 
this  executive  patronage,  if  we  can  arrest  it.  I  am 
for  staying  the  further  contagion  of  this  plague." 

•  •  •  *  "Sudden  removals  from  office  are 
seldom  necessary ;  we  see  how  seldom,  by  reference 
to  the  practice  of  the  Government  under  all  admin- 
istrations which  have  preoeied  the  present."       * 

•  *  •  "I  desire  only,  for  the  present  at  least, 
that  when  the  President  turns  a  man  out  of  uffioe  he 
should  give  his  reasons  for  it  to  the  Senate  when  he 
nominate^anuther  person  tofill  the  place."  *  * 
•.  •  "The  removing  power,  as  recently  exer- 
cised, tends  to  tarn  the  whole  body  of  public  officers 
into  partisans,  dependents,  favorites,  sycophants, 
and  man-worshipers." 

I  hope  gentlemen  will  not  call  this  the  lan- 
guage of  **  humbug.'' 

In  the  same  debate,  S.  S.  Prentiss,  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  a  man  of  rare  power,  in- 
dorsed Webster's  opinion  in  even  stronger 
terms,  and  pointed  out  the  great  falling  off  in 
the  tone  of  the  civil  service  of  that  day.  He 
said: 

"  Since  the  avowal  of  that  unprincipled  and  bar- 
barian motto,  tha,t  'to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,' 
office,  which  was  intended  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  people,  has  become  but  the  plunder  of  party. 
Patronage  is  waved  like  a  huge  magnet  over  the 
land,  and  demagogues,  like  iron  filings,  attracted 
by  a  law  of  their  nature,  gather  and  cluster  around 
its  poles.  Never  yet  lived  the  demagogue  who  would 
not  take  office. 


"The  whole  flrame  of  our  Government,  the  whole 
institutions  of  the  country,  are  thus  prostituted  to 
the  uses  of  party.  I  express  my  candid  opinion 
when  I  aver  that  I  do  not  believe  a  single  omce  of 
importance  within  the  control  of  the  Executive  has, 
for  the  last  five  years,  beeo  filled  with  any  other 
view,  or  upon  any  other  consideration,  than  that  of 
party  effect.  Office  is  conferred  as  the  reward  of 
partisan  service. 

"Do  you  not  see  the  eagerness  with- which  even 
Governors,  Senators,  and  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress grasp  at  the  most  trivial  appointments,  the  most 
insignificant  emoluments. 

The  gentlemen  who  framed  the  report  which 
has  been  forwarded  to  us  by  the  President, 
give  this  weighty  testimony : 

"  During  the  early  Administrations  appointments 
were  made  iVom  considerations  of  character  and 
fitness,  and  removals  took  place  for  cause.  This 
practice,  as  it  was  the  wisest  and  most  reasonable, 
was  also  to  be  expected,  because  Washington  was 
unanimously  elected  to  the  Presidency,  and  party 
divisions,  as  we  know  them,  were  developed  only 
toward  the  close  of  his  administration.  He  required 
of  applicants  proofs  of  ability,  integrityf  and  fit- 
ness. *  Beyond  this,' he  said«  'nothing  with  me  is 
necessary  or  will  be  of  any  avail  to  them  in  my 
deci-ion.'  John  Adams  made  few  removals,  and 
those  for  cause.  Jefferson  said  that  the  pressure  to 
remove  was  like  a  torrwit.  But  he  resisted  it.  and 
declared,  in  his  famous  phrase,  that  *  The  only  ques- 
tions concerning  a  candidate  shall  be,  is  he  hon- 
est; is  he  capable:  is  be  faithful  to  the  Constitu- 
tion 7'  Madison,  Monroe,  and  John  ()uinoy  Adams 
followed  him  so  faithfully  that  the  joint  congr«s- 
sional  Committee  on  Retrenchment  reported,  in 
1868,  that,  having  consulted  all  accossiole  means 
of  information,  they  had  not  learned  of  a  single 
removal  of  a  subordinate  officer  except  for  cause 
f)rom  the  beginning  of  Washington's  administration 
to  the  close  of  that  of  John  Quincy  Adams." 

Will  any  gentileman  risk  his  repntation  as  a 
student  of  political  history  by  denying  anyone 
of  the  statements  here  made  ?  1  think  not. 
They  will  not  venture  to  say  that  Washineton, 
or  John  Adams,  or  Jefferson,  <»  any  of  oar 
Presidents  for  the  first  forty  years  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  elected  beoaase  of  the  offices 
which  the  ^'saccessful  party  *'  would  be  able 
to  command  for  aiding  m  the  election. 

The  people,  the  millions  of  oar  worthy 
countrymen  who  look  upon  our  system  of  gov* 
em  men  t  with  reverence,  who  study  its  work- 
ings with  patriotic  affection,  have  not  yet 
learned  the  lesson  which  daring  the  last  two 
days  has  been  so  boldly  taught  on  this  floor, 
that  politics  is  a  trade,  and  officers  are  the 
mere  tools  and  implements  of  the  political 
tradesmen.  How  will  gentlemen  dispose  of 
such  weighty  testimony  as  this  of  my  honored 
colleague,  [Mr.  SHBLLABaRosa,]  not  now  in 
his  seat,  who  not  many  weeks  since  challenged 
the  attention  of  the  whole  country  by  his  pow- 
erful arraignment  of  the  civil  service  as  it  now 
is  ?    He  said : 

"A  '  civil  service  reform '  that  shall  end  this  con- 
trol b7  the  representative  of  the  appointments  of  his 
*  district,'  will  rescue  the  Constitution  from  one  of 
iiM  most  threatening  dangen.  Of  oou  rse.  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  am  not  by  this  forbidding  the  President  to  take 
information  as  to  Uie  fitness  of  appointments  from 
any  intelligent  and  virtuous  citisen,  although  he 
may  be  a  member  of  Congress,  but  what  I  am  dep- 
recating and  demanding  to  be  reformed  is  that  bad 
usage  now  attaining  the  strength  of  law,  by  which 
Senators  and  members  are  expected,  and  even  con- 
strained, to  control  the  appointments  of  their  States 
and  districts. 

, "  This  fratricidal  war  against  the  fbundation  quali- 
ties of  the  Government  was  begun  thirty  years  ago 
by  the  Democratic  party.  The  war  took  for  its  motto 
and  put  upon  banners  this :  *  To  the  victors  belong 
the  spoils  I'  May  Heaven  make  it  so  that  it  shall  be 
one  of  the  new  and  crowning  achievements  of  the 
Republican  party  to  efface  that  motto,  and  efface  it 
forever.  And  may  there  be  written  over  it  in  letters 
inextinguishable,  '  To  the  people  belong  the  offices, 
for  free  bestowment  upon  those  most,  worthy  to  fill 
them,'" 

It  will  take  a  battalion  of  such  assailants  as 
have  praised  our  service  as  spotless,  and  de- 
nounced all  attempts  at  reform  as  **  humbug,'' 
to  controvert  the  truth  of  these  weighty  words 
of  my  worthy  colleague. 

I  am  proud  to  stand  in  the  company  of  those 
who  favor  a  reform  in  this  direction.  In  doing 
this  I  denounce  not  men,  but  a  system. 

From  the  days  of  Jackson  down  to  the 
present  hour,  without  the  sole  fault  of  any 
one  Administration,  but  by  the  process  of 
slow  insidious  growth,  we  have  been  going  on 
step  by  step  unul  we  have  reached  a  situation 


which    18  deplored  by  the  most  tbooghth: 

men  in  the  nation.     It  is  true  oar  pobiic  le^ 

vice  is  and  has  always  been  purer  thu  lU: 

with  which  Brntus  reproached  Cauiiis  wba 

he  taxed  him  with  having 

'*  an  itehing  ptia 

To  sell  and  mart  [his]  oftca  for  cold 
To  undeservers." 

But  it  is  the  logic  and  the  teodeocj  if 
our  whole  system  to  sell  the  public  officts  L 
political  favors  and  for  aid  to  politico  p: 
ties.  It  is  this  condition  of  things  w^i 
the  President  of  the  United  States  ukt  a.i  l^ 
friends  everywhere  to  help  him  rslbrm,  k:i 
which  is  rudely  denounced  by  those  vhosaoiu 
to  be  his  special  champions. 

I  hope  the  House  will  vote  down  tiiesoHd- 
ment  made  bjr  the  Committee  of  the  WLu 
on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  Toie  for  ik 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  and  I  ebali  dtiiiAt: 
a  vote  by  yeas  and  nays,  that  we  msy  lee  tc^^ 
are  willing  to  aid  the  rresidenu 

The  SPEAKER.     The  first  qaeatioa  it  on 

concnrring  with  the  Committee'of  the  Wbce 

on  the  state  of  the  Union  in  strikin;  o£ 

from  the  twenty-fifth  amendment  of  the  S«ft- 

ate,    the    words   '*on  newspapers  |60,l«A: 

Promded^  that;''  so  that  it  will  reed: 

After  the  publication  of  the  Uwi  of  the  praoi 
Congress  the  publioation  of  the  Uv<  is  Bttipn^ 
shall  oease. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  offered  an  ameDdDed 
as  a  substitute  for  the  action  of  theSena:e. 
and  also  for  the  action  of  the  Gommiittc  of 
the  Whole. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  troe,  hot  tht 
vote  must  first  be  taken  on  the  smeudz.^: 
reported  by  the  committee.  Should  ue 
House  refuse  to  concur  in  strikiog  out  ike 
$50,000  in  the  Senate  amendmeot,  th«Q  '>k 
only  question  to  be  voted  on  in  the  amcad 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  Csliforois  v  ^  i 
be  on  his  proviso.  Should  the  HoiL«e  p:: 
concur  witn  the  Committee  of  tbeWWcU 
strike  out  the  $50,000  in  the  ameDdmeotof 
the  Senate,  then  the  whole  of  the  myl 
ment  of  the  gentleman  from  California  r..i 
be  presented,  and  may  be  divided  k\a  ti) 
parts. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Of  course,  I  do  notdt 
sire  to  debate  with  the  Speaker  od  a  poic  c: 
order.  I  yield  to  his  superior  knovledfcie 
such  matters,  but  I  understood  lut  nigbt  ^^ 
the  difficulty  arose  from  the  fact  tbat  theCo:^ 
mittee  of  the  Whole  did  not  act  oa  the  Seiuu 
amendment  at  all,  bnt  on  what  it  supposed  u 
be  the  Senate  amendmeuL  Nov,  I  aesire » 
remedy  that  by  my  proposed  substiuite. 

The  SPEAKER.  But  the  record  is  re^ 
clear  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  took 
this  action.  They  struck  out  the  $50,000  fros 
the  Senate  amendment  That  isan  ioielii^J 
proposition  reported  by  the  committee,  &o<i  a 
connection  with  the  amendment  of  theSeoi:^ 
as  it  really  stands. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  But  it  was  in  connecow 
with  the  proviso,  which  was  misprioied. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  genUeman  willo^ 
serve  that  not  a  word  is  said  about  the  provb^^ 
That  can  be  remedied  by  the  geDtleoafi^ 
amendment.  ,  . 

Mr.  SARGENT.  The  Speaker  rem»r»«d 
last  evening  that  although  he  did  not  koovi* 
as  Speaker  of  the  House,  he  did  koov  «• 
member  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  it*} 
the  committee  did  not  act  upoa  tfie  ft*' 
amendment  of  the  Senate.  , 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  ob^em, 
inasmuch  as  a  question  of  &ct  is  raiied.  tu| 
the  gentleman  from  California  does  ^^J^l 
that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  roi^i  w 
strike  out  the  $50,000. 

Mr.  S  ARGEN  T.  They  did  under  a  m^' 
prehension.  .        ^ 

The  SPEAKER,    That  is  an  infereace « 

the  gentleman  from  California.  ^..  ^^ 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.    The  $50,0W 

was  in  the  Senate  amendment  ^ 

The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  is  flo»  ^ 
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dsaling  with  sn^  priDt«d  bill.    Tha  commiU«« 
voted  to  strike  oat  the  $60,000. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  That  is  yerj  Inie,  air;  I 
Admit  thai,  ftod  I  withdraw  ay  point. 

Mr.  HAYNAHD.  Suppose  this  is  stricken 
oat,  then  what  will  the  next  Tote  be  upon? 

The  SPEAKER.  Directljopon  the  amend- 
ment moTed  by  the  gentleman  from  Califomik. 

Mr.  MATNARD.  Aod  that  amendment 
will  be  divisible  into  two  branches? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  will  be  bo  dimible,  ns 
it  contains  two  distinct  snbstaniiTe  proposi- 
tions. There  is  no  possible  wlnuitAge  U> 
either  side  of  the  question  in  the  wny  th« 
amendment  is  voted  opon. 

Mr.  SAROEtfT.  Happose  the  Honse  con- 
cnrs  in  the  Amendment  of  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  amend  the  amendment,  of  the 
Senate  b?  striking  oat  the  words  "and  in 
newspapers,  {50,000,"  ss  a  portion  of  mj 
amendment  is  to  insect  those  words,  will  not 
a  point  of  order  be  raised  npoo  mj  amend- 
ment? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  at  all,  becaose  the 
gentleman's  proposition  is  to  insert  other 
words,  with  the  words  "and  in  newspapers, 
$60,000." 

The  quesUon  was  then  taken  npon  tfaearaend- 

ment  of  the  Committee  of  tbe   Whole   to  the 

ameodmeDtoftfae  Senate,  and  it  was  agreed  to. 

HBSBAai  TEOM  TBI  PKaSIDINT. 

A  meesace  in  writing  from  the  President  of 
the  Uniten  Sbstea  was  commnnicated  to  the 
Honse  b;  Hi.  HoRxca  Pobtkb,  his  Frirate 
Secretary. 

UOISLiTtTB  APPBOPBIATION  BILL. 

The  Honse  resumed  tbe  consideration  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  legis- 
lative, eseontive,  and  judicial  appropriation 
bill. 

The  qaestion  was  upon  tbe  amendment 
moved  by  Mr.  SiitOBN'T  to  the  amendment  of 
tbe  Senate  as  amended,  to  make  the  Senate 
amendment  rend  as  follows  : 


And  in  nan 
the  itablicsti 


i.tSO.DOO:  ProBided,  That  liter 
ion  of  IBWI  and  trsa- 


Mr-  BUTLER,  of  Masiachnsetts.  I  c*1l  for 
a  separate  vote  on  that  part  of  the  amendment 
providing  $60,000  for  pnblicstion  of  laws  in 
newspapers. 

Mr.  ELDRBDGE.  I  rise  to  a  qaestion  of 
order.  Tbe  House  has  just  voted  to  strike  ont 
the  appropriatiiin  of  $50,000  for  newspapers. 
Is  it  In  order  to  insert,  those  words  aiain  7 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia [Mr.  Saroent]  moves  to  insert  other 
words  slso,  and  tbe  House  has  a  right  to  a 
difisioD  of  bis  amendment,  containing,  as  it 
does,  two  snbslantive  propositions. 

Tbe  question  was  ^ea  taken  on  tbe  first 
cl»ase  01  (he  amendment,  to  insert  the  words 
■'Bod  in  newspapers,  $50,000;"  and  npon  a 
division  there  were — ajes  86,  noes  78. 

Before  the  resnlt  of  the  vote  was  annonneed, 

Mr.  UOLMAN  called  for  the  jeas  and  Days. 

The  jess  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  qaestion  wm  again  taken  ;  and  there 
were — jeas  107,  nays  86,   not  voting  48 ;  as 
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YEA8— Henn.  Amn.  Binhs.Bmrrr.  Beveridn, 

Bifbi.  BinsbmiD,  Boles,  (JMirss  H.  Brooks,  Baok- 
ley.  BulSaton.  Burdalt.BsDJamiaF.BDtlar,  Rodar- 
ick    It.  Butler,  WUliamT.  Clark.  Praatajiii  Clarke, 


b.  Futar,  Frre, 
-.  Uaveni.  H.^ 
-laltoa,  HiJI.  Uo" 
ill,  LumlHirt,  Lot 


Farweii,    Charlen  Finter,  Wildar 
Qnodrich,  Hale.  Gsorie  B.  HarHi 
lierrr  W.  Huailea,  John  W.Uur 
Hooper.  Ktller.KalloH.  KcDdall,  LumiHirt,  Lowa. 
Maynsrd.  McCrary.  McUraw.  McJunkin.  MoKm, 
Mi'rcui.  Mertimn,    Monroe,    Moore,  Morav.  "  — 
pbis.  LeonardUy«n.N(«lei.  Orr.Pukant.  Pi 
Fulmer.  Intae  C.  Parker.  Peak.   PaDdlaton.  I 


Aaron  r.  i-bitj.  rsLera.  roiaiid.  Priudle.  kalnei. 
Elll8U.ltnbert>,Ru9k,8Br(e>it.  Bawaer.BaeleT.dea- 
tiODa.  liliiiDki.  Sheldon.  H.  Boudmu  Smith.  John 
A.  timiLh,  Soapp.  Suydar.TliDmaiJ.Hpaar.SLiran*, 
gtarkwealher,  dloDEbtoa.  Slonall.  Strooi,  Sypber, 
Tbomu,  WaahiojioD  Tow o tend.  Turner,  Twlefa all, 
TyneT,_UPW'n,  VTakenan.  Waldan.  Waldroa,  Wal- 
laM,    Wbaalar.   Whlteley.  Willard.    Williams  of 


[ 

So  the  first  olanse  of  the  amendmeDt  was 
agreed  to. 

Daring  the  call  of  the  roll, 

Mr.  LEACH  snid ;  I  desire  to  sUte  that 
Hr.  W  ADD  BIX,  mv  colleague,  has  been  det  lined 
from  tbe  House  for  several  days  by   indispo- 

The  question  recurred  upon  the  \att  clause 
of  the  amendment  of  Mr.  SAnoBNT. 

Mr.  HAYNARD.  I  desire  to  vote  against 
this  portion  of  the  amendment  of  the  gentle- 
man from  California,  [Mr.  SARaEtcr,]  as  welt 
as  that  person  of  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ate which  has  not  yet  been  acted  npon. 

The  SPEAKER.  Should  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  California  be  agreed  to, 
the  next  question  will  be  upon  the  ameodment 
of  the  Senate  as  amended. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  On  the  other  band,  if 
we  should  refuse  to  adopt  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  California,  [Hr.  Saooeht,] 
what  wonid  be  the  resnlt? 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  There  could  be  no  sepa- 
rate vote  on  the  Senate  proviso  ;  it  would  have 
to  be  voted  on  as  a  whole. 

Hr.  SAKQENT.  The  motion  I  made  was 
to  concar  in  the  Senate  amendment  with  an 
amendment.  The  qaestion  on  that  proposition 
was  snbmitted,  when  a  division  of  the  question 
was  asked;  and  the  qnesiion  is  now  being 
separately  taken  on  a^eeing  to  one  part  of  the 
amendment.  There  is  only  one  further  vote 
necessary,  as  I  understand,  which  will  be  on 
agreeing  to  the  amendment  to  the  last  part  of 
the  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  tbe  present  position 
of  tbe  question  the  amendment  cannot  be  in- 
telligently voted  on  ezoept  as  a  substitute. 
The  gentleman  from  California  moves  a  sub- 
stitute for  tbe  Senate  proviso.  Should  the 
House  insert  this  substitute,  then  the  question 
will  arise,  will  the  House  agree  to  the  proviso  7 
The  Clerk  will  read  tbe  proviso  of  the  gentle- 
man from  California, 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 
ProviiUd,  That  after  tlia  Eubtiaation  at  the  lawa 
of  th*  Iswi  and  traatiea  in  nawapapara  shall  oaaaa. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  qneation  is  upon 
inserting  the  language  just  read  in  lieu  of 
the  Senate  proviso. 

The  question  being  taken,  it  was  decided  in 
the  affirm  alive. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  now  on 
agreeing  to  tbe  proviso  as  amended  on  motion 
of  the  gentleman  from  California,  [Hr.  Sak- 

Ur.  BUTLER,  of  Hassacbasetts.  On  that 
qaestion  I  call  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  naye  were  ordered. 

The  qaestion  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  87,  nays  ^,  not  voting 
69;  as  follows: 


z,  Forkar.  aa^elJ,  Garrett.  UrilBlh.  Uuldi 
man.  ilale.  Hambleton.  Uanooek,  llHDilley.  Uunka. 
Uarpei;  John  T.  Harrla,  Ueretbrd.  Uerndnn,  Uib- 

Manion"  Manha]l7'Mocfel]an"I'MiUo™iik,*Mo- 
Uanrr,  Holntire.  Hernok,  Benjamin  F.  MaTan. 
Hoore.  Uorcau.  Ui»ea  W.  Parker.  Aaron  F.  Perry, 
KM  Perry.  Peter*.  Poland,  Potter,  Haedsll.  Bead, 
Edward  Y.  Rica.  Ritchie,  William  R.  Roberta. 
Bo»Brs,  Sargetit,  SooHeld,  Sherwood.  Slat 


y,Upi 


i,VanTru 


3.yauiban 


Whitthorno.  Willard,  W.llianw  of  New  Vo 
eheeter.  Wond,  and  Youn«-BT. 

NAYS— Meaari.  Ameg.  Banks.  Barry.  B 
eridite,  Bicby,  Bolci,  Geone  M.  Brooki. 
Bnfflnton.  Bunlelt.  Beiijamm  F.  Butler.  I 
R.Biiller.  •    "  ■  ■■     ■■ 


on.Jo1,n  ■ 


Uavena,  Ilayi.  Qetry 
1.  Bill.  koar.  Uoopar. 


„ kolley.    Kelloae.     Keadall. 

Lansmi.  Lowa,  Lyoota.  M*7Dard,  McC 
Grew  McJunkin,  Mercur.  Morriam,  Mont 
Morphis,  Leonard  Hyera,  Negley,  Orr, 
Packer.  Palmer.  Peek.  Pendleu>n.  Perci 
Usisey,  B.<uk.  Sawyer.  Seeley,  Seeiion 


uuivu-iu,  u>,>.>Tcll.  Oamplioll,  Freeinsn  (Jlarke, 
Cobb,  Cominco.  Col.  Creba.  Cieely,  Croekor,  Uickey, 
Doauan.  Farnaworth,  Charles  Foster,  Hoary  I>. 
Fosler.  Uels.  UoUaday,  Halaey,  Uarmer.  Uawley. 
Uay.  Eelcham.  KillinBer.  Kintella,  McKee.  Ue- 
KiDDsy.  HoNeely,  Uitohell,  Mlblack.  Isaac  C.  Par- 
ker. Plait,  Porter,  Price,  John  M.  Bice,  Ellis  IL 


Shoemaker,  Sluaa.  Warthiuiton  C.  Emitll.  Snyder, 
R.Miiion  Spaer,  SteveasoD.tit.  John.  DHigblXown- 
■end,  Tntbill,  VooihaB,  Waddall.  and  Walls— SO, 

So  the  proriso  proposed  by  Mr.  Sarobvt 
was  rejected. 

During  tbe  roll-call, 

Mr.  DONNAN  said ;  On  this  question  I  am 
paired  with  the  geiitlemin  from  Mississippi, 
Hr.  McKeb.  If  he  were  present  he  would 
vote  "no,"  and  I  should  vote  "ay." 

The  result  of  tbe  vote  was  annoonced  as 
above  Slated. 

The  SPEAKER.  Thequeslion  now  recurs 
upon  agreeing  lo  the  Senate  amendment  as 
amended. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     Let  it  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  All  thattheaciion  of  the 
House  has  left  of  the  Senate  amendment  to  be 
voted  ou  is  "and  in  newspapers  $G0,000." 
This  question  is  simply  on  an  appropriation  of 
$50,000  for  the  publication  of  tbe  laws  in 
newspapers. 

Hr.  RANDALL.    I. call  for  the  yeas  and 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
.  The  question  w&a  taken  ;  and  it  was  decided 
in    the    affirmative— yeas    100,   nays  77,    not 
voting  63  i  as  follows: 

yEAS—Haasn.  Ames,  Beaks.  Barry,  Ball.  Bcvar- 
idga.  BLiby,  Blnftaam.  Boies.  Qeorce  M.  Brvoka. 
Buokte).  Bulhnton.  Burdett.  Beojamin  F.  Butler. 
William  T.  Clafk,  Treeman  Clarke.  Cobb.  Coburn, 
Cofhlau,  Conser,  Coiton.  Darrall,  Dueil,  Dannell. 
Bamee,  Elliott.  Farwell.  Charles  Foater,  Wilder  D. 
Foster.  Frye^Qoudrieb.  Ueorge  £.  Harris.  EaTeoa, 
llaya.  (lerry  W.  naieltun,  John  W.  Haiellon.  Hill, 
Hoar,  llooper.  Hou«hton,  Kelley,  Kelloeg.  Keo- 
ilall,  Lamnort.  Laosina.  I.i:we,  Lyoch,  Moyoard. 
MctSrary.  McUrew,  McJunkin.  Merour.  Merrlaia, 
Munroe.  Moore,  Morey.  Morpbiii,  Loon„rd  Myara. 
Necley,  Orr,  Packard,  Piiokei,  Palmer.  Pack.  Pea- 
dleton,  Perce.  Prindla.  Kainey,  Ellis  li.  KDbettt. 
Bnak.  SarjtDs I,  Sawyer.  Seeley.  Sei.iuux.  Sbankr. 
iiheldon,  Q.    Boardmuo    SmKh.  John    A.    Sinilli 

Snapp,  Snyder.   'Chor-  -    '    " ■ ' 

Stouibton.  Sto      " 

wtker--""'- 
Whilel 

'*iS'a58^°m! 


■  ell,  Str( 


,   Waldea 


dron.  Wallwe.    Whaeler. 

diana,  Jeremiah  M.  Wil- 

lUO. 

',  Archer,  Arthur,  Beatty, 

into.  CroMland.  Davis.  Unw<^>.  Duke.'  bidredEe.  Ely, 
Finkelnbun,  Furkor.  (iarfielU,  Uurreil.  UrilBlh, 
Ualdeman.  Hale,  llawhlclon.  Haucuek.  HnnaUy, 
Uaiiki.  Unrper.  John  1.  Unrris.  liny,  Hereford, 
Ueriidnn,  Hibbard.  llal man.  Kerr.  Kim.  LauifKin. 
Leach.  Lewia,  Msoion.  Maiab-ll.  UcClollaod.  Me- 
Cormick,  McU-ory.  Mi^lotyrc,  Mernck.  Uanjsiain 
F.  He/era.  Mur(an,  Hoaea  W.  Parker.  Aarnn  F. 
Perry.  Bli  Perry.  Pd  land  .Potter.  Bandall,  Read. 
Kdward  y.  Kioo,  William  B.  Bobeita,  Bosers,  8oO- 
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So  the  Senate  amend  meat,  aa  amended,  waa 
cone  aired  in. 

Durinelfae  votBi 

Mr.  DONNAMaUted  that  he  was  paired  wilh 
Hr.  McKee,  who  would  vote  intlieaffinuaUve, 
while  he  woald  vote  in  the  negative. 


I    ihei 


recorded. 

Mr.  PERCB  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
juat  taken;  and  aUo  moved  that  tbe  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  waa  agreed  to. 

The  question  next  recurred  on  the  thirtj- 
tliird  amendment,  aa  follows: 
Btrikaouttba 

Pntidid.  Tb> 
hereby  authorii 


It  of  tbe  I 


le  ulditianal  1i 


July  14  18 


Cerformedbv  theaHid  Reiiatsr  under  tbe  tawi  fuad- 
U  the  public  dflbt,  not  to  aiceed  tl  2&  par  hundred 
hnniln  aiiDeJbybiro.uDder  Itaaanlhoritf  oftbauli 
|yl4,  IBTO,  BDd  January  20,  ISTl,  providing  for 
'  ''  -  heiiDbliodebt;  aoil  that  Cbauiina 
rate  tnaii  oa  aiiDwed  the  said  Kacister  for  all  bondi 
haraanar  >i(aed  by  him  ;  Frwided.  That  tha  ofaole 

£on"  t'ba°emoBn't'or'«Bla''r»'no'w  »llo'"wl  bin  b'j 
Uw.iballDotaioaad  tl.SOO. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Commiltee  of  the 
Whole  recotniuend  concurrence  in  the  Senate 
amendment.  The  question  will  be  on  concur- 
rence with  the  recommendatiou  of  the  Com- 
mittee or  the  Whole. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ajes 
SG,  Doea  79. 

So  tbe  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  non- 
concurred  in. 

The  SPEAKBR.  Thequeition  nexlrecura 
on  the  fortj-eighth  amendmentof  the  Senate. 
The  House  fixed  tbe  salarj  of  tbe  assajer  at 
tbe  mbh;  office,  New  York,  at  $4,600.  The 
Senate  reduced  that  to  £3,000.  The  Commit 
tee  of  the  Whole 

amendment. 

The  Senate  amendment  waa  concurred  in. 

Tbe  question  next  recurred  on  tbe  ninetieth 
amendment  of  the  Senate,  toinsert  the  follow- 
ing words: 

To  eoabla  the  Praaldeot  of  the  Doited  SUtee  to 
perfect  and  pat  in  force  aaoh  mie*  roaalatiDv  the 
Eivii  larrice  a*  may  from  time  to  time  be  adopted 
by  him,  tao.000. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  waa  concurred  in 
hj  (he  Committee  of  tbe  Whole  with  an 
amendment  to  reduce  the  appropriation  to 
$10,000.  Tbe  question  will  be  first  taken  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  House  divided  ;  and  there  were — ajes 
one  hundred  and  aix,  noes  not  counted. 

Mr.  QARFiELU,  of  Ohio,  demanded  the 
yeat  and  najs. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — avei 
20,  noes  87. 

Mr.  POTTER  demanded  tellers  on  tbe  ;eas 
and  najB. 

The  question  waa  taken  on  ordering  tellen, 
and  there  were  thlrtj-fivein  the  affirmaiive. 

The  SPEAKER.  More  than  enough  have 
voted  for  tellers  to  order  theyeas  and  najs  ;  and 
tbe  jeasandnara  will  be  conaidered  as  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  IIG,  naja  G9,  not 
voting  ee{  ai  followe: 

Bittr,"Bedr.  Ball 


Bolea.  Braxton.  Basklsy,  Bnflialan,  Benjamin  F. 
Butler,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb.  Cobnrn.  CofliUn. 
Comiojo.  Crilotaar.  Crouland,  De  Lartce,  Uonnau, 
Uai.  Du  Bote.  Duall.  Duke.  Duonell.  Farwell. 
Forker.  Frye.  UarroLi.  Oolladaj,  Ooodrieh,  Ualda- 
man,  Hamblnlon.  Hancuok.  Uandlw,  Uaokt.  Har- 
per. Jobn  T.  Uartia.  Havana,  Uajf,  Uerry  W.  Uaial- 
lOD.  Joba  W.  ilaiclton,  llarodaD,  liouEbton.  Keir, 
LamiaoD,  Lamjiort,  Lunaini,  Laach,  Lewia,  Man- 
suD,  MuTthill,  MeClellaod,  fioGrov.  MoUenry,  Ho- 
lolyre.  McJuukin.  Mercur,  Herriua.  Merrick, 
Benjamin  F.  Meyeri.  More;.  Morgan,  Morphia. 
Nesley.  Orr,  Packer,  Paliaer.  PaeE,  Peudleton. 
Perce.  Eli  Perry.  Prindle.  Kainey,  Kaodall,  Riad, 
William  R.  Ruharu,  Ruak.  Sarient.  Basyer,  Sco- 
fiold.  Seeley,  Bhanlu,  Sbeldon, Sherwood.  Shober 
Slater,  John  A.  Smitb.  Snapp.  Snyder,  Thomas  J. 
Spaer.  Stoughton.  Slowall."  ■  '  ■  *■  -  - 
'Ibomas,    Tnrner.    Tyner, 

Waldan,  W.illace.  Wheele..  , 

Indiana.  Wiiiiama  of   New    Tork,    J( 
Wilaon.JohnT.  Wilson  and  Wood-llS. 


im  T.  Clar 

lid  Urilfilb.  tfali 


nrd.  Ban 


;°j'>' 


1.  Oeori 


U  Rodenct  B,  Butler, 
otlon.  Dawea,  £amei, 
>Ler.  Wilder  U.  Foiter. 
eE.  Harril,  U^.ilib- 


i<.Il.Boanli 

tf'^s'' W»bin«l"n''Tnw"e'od,'  TwToh'll'?' Uplion: 
Wakemao.  Waldrnu,  Wbitthome.  and  WillariT-SS. 

NOT  VOTINU— Henra.  Acker.  Adama.  Avcrill. 
Barber,  llaraum,  Auatia  Blair.  Jamea  li.  Blair. 
Bright.  Jamci  Broukg.  Caldwell.  Campbell,  Carroll. 
Cunaer,  Coi.  Crebs.  CreelT,  Crocker.  Darrall.  Bavia. 
Dickey.  Lidredie.  Fllioit.  Farai'irarih.  Uearr  D. 
Foitar,  OcLi,  Ualtey^  Uurraer,  Uawley,  Hereford, 
Kelcham.  KilUnser,  KiDixiila,  Lynch, McKec,  Mc- 
Kinney.  McNeeV  Mitchell,  Niblaek^  Uoaea  W. 
Parker.  Isaac  C,  Parker,  Piatt.  Porter.  Price,  John 
M.  Kica.  Ritchie,  Robiniion,  Rogenr.  Rooievelt. 
ehallabarger.  Sboemaker.  Slocuui, lilon,  Worthing- 
ton  C.  Smith.  R.  Milton  Speer.  St.  John,  Swaon. 
Sypber.  Uwight  Towmend,  Tulhlll.  Voorhaea, 
Waddall.  W*I;a,  Warren.  Walls,  Winehaatar,  and 
Voung-6S. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  recurred  on  concurring  in  the 
amendmentof  the  Senate  aa  amended. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate,  aa  amended, 
waa  concurred  in. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  next  amendment  on 
which  a  lepamt*  vote  it  demanded  ia  the 
ninety-second  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which 
was  concurred  in  b;  tbe  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  with  two  amendments  thereto. 

The  nineij-second  ameadment  of  tha  Senate 
was  aa  follows: 

Sac.  e.  That  the  pablie  groanda  nirrounding  the 
"     ■"  ■    '    "  '     Bnlarged  (acoording  to  tha  plan  ap- 


d  by  tl 


— d  Uou 

b  plan  i, 


rUd 


city'of  WnabiDKtoo  Bi  numbers  6S7  and  688. 

Sec.  7.    That  it  ahalt  ha  tbe  duty  of  the  SeoraUry 
of  tha  Interior  to  pnrchaae.  from  the  oirner  or  own- 

eaahialDO,  as  may  be  mntuallr  a<re«l  on  between 

eioeedinc  tbe  appraiaal  made  by  tbe  oommiaaion  of 
nine  ia  their  report  lo  Robert  Ould.  Dnited  States 
diauict  altorney  for  the  Dislriol  of  Columbia,  on  the 
21at  day  of  January.1961,  such  private  properly  as 
may  be  necessary  lor  carrying  Ibis  act  into  eifeoL 

to  the  owner  or  onners  thereof,  out  of  any  money 
in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  on 
tbe  reqaiaiiion  of  said  Saoretary:  Providtd,  That 
before  ancb  payment  ahall  be  made,  the  owner  or 
oonen  of  tbe  property  pnrchaasd  aball.bygi 
auffloient  deed  or  deedt,  in  dm    ' 


e  [Ighta  in  aald  tiUaa  (o 


",V"^  ""d 


Sec.  8.  That  if  the  Secretery  of  tbe  Interior  shall 
not  be  able  to  atroe  with  the  owner  or  ownora  of 
any  private  property  Deeded  tor  the  purposes  of 

any  other  cauie  he  shall  be  unable  to  obtain  the 
title  to  any  auob  property  by  mutual  agreement  with 
the  ovner  or  ownera  thereof,  it  ahall  l>e  hia  duty , to 

trict  ofl^lumbia.  whic'h  coiut'la'hereby  authorised 
aod  required,  upon  taeb  nppMcalion,  In  auch  mode, 
and  under  snob  roles  and  rei;ulationl  as  it  mar 

ofthecaeh  raloeof  theaeier^  interetu  of  eaohaod 
eyery  owner  of  the  real  estate  and  improTemeata 
thereon  neoenary  to  be  taken  for  the  pablie  nae  in 
aeoordano*  with  tha  provisions  of  thia  act,  and  to 


whleh  the  Seeretaiy  has  bean 

EEC.  V.  That  the  fee-aimple  of  a 
shall, have  been  made  under "ha'ar 


Hut. 


.of  tl 


of  said  lands  sod  improyemenu  bi  uil  »ir  u 
demand  the  aame  from  Ibc  Searetwr  oll^Eiiin: 
upon  dapaailioi  the  a  lid  appruacd  (iIh  iiAi 

reapectively.  be  vetted  in  Ihe  Uailcd  Etna.  Ail 

respectively,  tha  appraiud  valas  ef  dx  inn 
premises  as  specified  In  Ue  appriiHBEu  <f  nil 

pro vi dad,  tbe  said  appraised  valeii:  aid  ilu  u 
noocMary  for  such  purpose  ia  hertbi  ifpnrhiUil 
out  of  any  mocsys  in  the  Trcaaarr  toi  oibinB 
appropriated:  Pmidtd,  That  tkeS«nuij>l:bi 


reaiiaed  by  such  salas 


D  the  baildina  i 
"aod^f^SS^ih 


aued  shall  be  taken 


It  ahall  bavaidb 


Docasioned  by  any  donbt  wbica  may  arm  uulIi 
ownenhip  of  the  proporty.or  aay  f ui tkii» [ c 
aa  to  tha  Intareeuof  tbe  reepeatiit  evvn,  H:  j 
such  cases  the  ooort  shall  reqslr*  a  dt|H(iD>ci> 

orly  or  tbe  part  in  diapute.  lo  aJI  caKLUK-ii 
tbe  Cnitad  States  shall  have  pud  tbi  kd W'l^ 

money,  under  the  order  of  the  ooiirl.  pw/.J 

Seo.  l£.  That  tbe  Washington  aid  Ottrfm 
Railroad  Company  and  the  Helrspolilu  HvImI 
Company  be.  and  they  are  hereby.  rmoreJfr* 
mov*  their  tracks,  reepectivaly.  fron  Ui  ut-' 
grounds,  aa  hereby  eatabliihad,  asd  nn  Iti  w 
u  they  may  be  diractod.  from  time  lo  iia^ti* 
oSoerin  charge  of  tbe  puhliobaildisnuMir'tik 
aa  the  irading  and  SlUnc  np  of  laid  tnaU  s« 

The  firat  amendiiieDt  made  bj  tbe  CsnainM 
of  the  Whole  lo  the  amendment  of  llie  Scan 
waaaa  followa: 

fn  Una  stilean,  smUob  nine,  allet  Uit  h^ 
"naeesiary  rorBuohpnrp«a,''liiHnthsvoni  ** 
aioeading  UDO.OOa" 

Tbe  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

Tbe  next  amendment  by  tha  ComDiillH°^ 
the  Wbole  to  the  amendment  of  tin  Sn*^ 
was  as  follows : 


And  tl 


Com  mi 

mas  shall  be. 


i'^^ 


thai 


aontUs  from'  lbs  umiWi 


vision  are  hereby  repaaled- 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia.  IdsiiniWaf 
in  regard  to  this  amendment,  'l>>cb^ 
adopted  on  motion  of  the  eeDiteDiin  In* 
UasBachuaetts,  [Mr.  BiK(a,J  witb  s  Boiit' 
cation  suggeated  bj  myself,  thai  on  coanj 
ation  with^  the  gentlamao  who  oo«d  ttt 
amendment  an  alteration  has  bMo  >p«M" 
which  1  believe  will  meet  the  ippnbangi 
of  tbe  Honae.  I  aak  that,  instad  of  H' 
words  "within  tii  montba  froDtkel">^; 
tion  of  the  preaent  aassion  of  Cosr^ 
there  be  substituted  "within  two  jw"  ™ 
the  pasaage  of  tbia  act." 

Mr.  BANKS.    I  agree  to  thsL      ^ 

The  amendment  waa  modified  li  KSP*^ 
and  as  modified  was  agreed  to.       .    .  l. 

The  qaestion  recurred  on  oooconis*  is  W 
amendment  of  Ihe  Senate,  asamenMil. 

Tbe  Hoose  divided,  and  there  ■fte-V" 

kr°  HOLHAN  aLd  Mr.  AMBLBB  oM 

for  the  jeaa  and  nays. 
Tbe  jeas  and  nays  were  ordereJ-     .    u 
Tbe  question  was  taken;  and  it  •m""" 

in  the  affirraatite^yeas  87,  najpi  M,"""* 

ing  67 ;  as  follows: 


YBAB— Mean&  aroDer.  aruiai, . 
Bird,  BolN,  Braxton,  Omtc*  a. 


A^w.4rth«r,B»^H^ 
alon.  Qtotn  A.  Br«»  "" 


1872. 


THE  CONGKESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2399 


Brooks.  Bnokley,  Roderick  R.  Batler,  Carroll, 
William  T.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobb,  Cogblan, 
Critober,  Darrall,  De  Lane,  Dannell.  Barnes,  Eld- 
redxe,  Ely,  Forker.  Chariea  Foster,  Frye.  Griffith. 
Elaldomao.  IXale,  HambletoD,  Haiioock,  Harper. 
George  E.  Harris,  Uays.  John  W.  Haselton,  Hib- 
3ard,  Hoar,  Hooper.  Kelley.  Kellogc.  Kendall, 
Limport,  Lansing,  Lynch,  Maynard,  McClelland, 
McJunkin.  Merriam,  Merriok.  fionjamio  F.  Meyers, 
Leonard  Myers,  Packard.  Isaac  C.  Parker,  Peck, 
PoodletoD.  Perce,  Aaron  F.  Perry.  Peters.  Poland, 
?utter,  Prindle.  Kainey,  Rogers.  Sargent,  Sawyer, 
seeley,  Sessions,  Sherwood,  Slocum,  U.  Boardman 
^mith.  John  A.  Smith.  Starkweather,  Stowell. 
>trong,  Swann.  Thomas,  Washington  Townsend 
L*urner.  Twichell.  Waldron.  Wallace.  Warren.  Wil- 
ard,  Williams  of  Indiana,  Williams  of  New  York, 
irVinohestor,  and  Wood— 67. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Ambler,  Ames,  Beatty, 
Sell,  Bighy.  fitggs,  Buffinton,  Bnrohard,  Burdett, 
benjamin  F.  Butler,  Cobam,  Comingo,  Conger, 
Cotton.  Crossland,  Davis,  Dawes,  Da  Bose,  Duell, 
)ake.  Finkelnhurg,  Wilder  D.  Foster.  Garfield.  Gar- 
eit,  Qolladay.  Goodrich,  Handley,  Hanks.  John  T. 
iarri9,  Havens,  Hay,  Hereford.  Herndon,  Hoi  man. 
JouRhtOD,  Korr,  King,  Leach.  Lewis,  Lowe,  Man- 
OD.  Marshall.  McCormick.  McCrary.  McOrew,  Mc- 
lenry.  Mclntyre,  McKee.  Mercar,  Monroe,  Moore, 
dorgan,  Morpbis,  Orr.  Palmer,  HoseaW.  Parker, 
•:ii  Perry.  Randall,  Read.  Edward  T.  Rice.  Ellis 
1.  Roberts.  William  R.  Roberts.  Shanks,  Sheldon, 
Hater,  Suapp,  Thomas  J.  Speer.  Spracno.  Stevens, 
Stevenson.  Storm.  Stoughton.  Taffe.  Terry.  Tyner, 
Jnson.  Van  Trump,  Vaughan.  Wakeman,  Walden. 
Veils.  Wheelor.  Wbitthorne.  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson, 
nd  John  T.  Wilson— 86. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Acker,  Averill,  Barber. 
)arnum.  Barry,  Beck,  Beveridge,  Austin  Blair, 
amcfl  G.  Blair,  Bright  Caldwell,  Campbell,  Con- 
or, Cox,  Crebs.  Creely,  Crocker,  Dickey,  Donnan. 
>ox.  Elliott.  Farnswortb. Farwell. Henry  D.Foster, 
letz,  Ualsey,  Harmer,  Hawley.  Gerry  W.  Haselton, 
lill,  Ketcham,  Killinger.  Kinsella,  Lamison,  Mo- 
kinney,  McNeely,  Mitchell,  Morey.  Neglev,  Nib- 
ick.  Packer,  Piatt,  Porter,  Price.  John  M.  Rice, 
litchie.  Robinson,  Roosevelt,  Rusk,  Scofield.  Shel- 
ibarger,  Shober.  Shoemaker.  Sloss,  Worthington 
'.  Smith,  Snyder.  R.  Milton  Speer.  St.  John,  Su th - 
rland.Sypher.DwightTownsend.Tathill.Voorhees, 
(''addell.  Walls.  Whiteley,  and  Young— 67. 

So  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  as  amended 
^AS  coticarred  in. 

Daring  the  roll-call  the  following  announce- 
lent  was  made: 

Mr.  DONNAN.  On  this  question  I  am 
aired  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr. 
*LATT.     If  he  were  present  he  would  vote 

ay,"  and  I  would  vote  **  no." 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  announced  as 
bove  recorded. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Imovetoamend 
18  title  of  the  bill  by  adding  to  it  the  words 

and  for  other  purposes.'' 

The  SPEAKER.  That  amendment  has 
[ready  been  made  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  had  not  ob- 
jrved  It. 

INDIAN   APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  ask  that  the  bill  (H.  R. 
o.  1192)  making  appropriations  for  the  cur* 
>nt  and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Indian 
apartment,  and  for  fulfilling  treaty  stipula- 
ons  with  various  Indian  trioes  for  the  year 
iding  June  80,  1878,  and  for  other  purposes, 
I  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table  and  referred 

the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  that 
e  bill  be  printed  with  the  amendments  num- 
>red. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so 
dered. 

ORDKB  or  BU8INBS8. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  move  that  the  House 
oceed  to  business  on  the  Speaker's  table. 
The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  not  in 
der.  As  there  has  been  no  morning  hour 
e  Chair  cannot  entertain  the  motion  to  go  to 
isiness  on  the  Speaker*8  table. 
Mr.  BANKS.  I  demand  the  regular  order 
business. 

KLKCTION  CONTEST  FROM  DAKOTA. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
ivilege.  I  submit  a  report  from  the  Com- 
ittee  of  Elections  on  t^e  con  tested -election 
se  from  the  Territory  of  Dakota,  and  move 
&t  it  be  laid  upou  the  table  and  printed,  and 
^ive  notice  that  I  will.caU  it  up  on  some  early 

y- 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee 

as  follows: 

^iesolved.  That  Mosss  K.  Abmstrokg  was' duly 


eleoted  and  is  entitled  to  retain  his  seat  in  the  Forty- 
Seeond  Congress  as  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of 
Dakota. 

Mr.  Mbrricjc's  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDBK  OF  B0S(NB88. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  call  for  the  regular  order 
of  busfneBS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of 
business  being  demanded,  the  morning  hour 
bpgins  at  twenty- three  minutes  past  three 
o'clock,  and  reports  are  in  order  from  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

TBSTIMONIALd  TO  CO.NdCLAR  AGBNT3. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Before  proceeding  to  submit 
any  reports  i  present  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  relation  to  the  acceptance  of 
testimonials  from  the  emperor  of  Germany  to 
the  diplomatic  and  consular  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  services  rendered  to  German 
subjects  during  the  late  war  between  France 
and  Germany,  and  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and 
printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

GASB  OF  DR.  nOUARD. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  also  present  a  letter  from 
the  Secretary  of  State  inclosing  a  telegram 
from  the  cbars6  d'affaires  at  Madrid,  relating 
to  the  claim  of  Dr.  Houard  for  protection  as 
an  American  citizen,  and  move  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
and  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  also  present  another  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  relation  to  the 
same  subject,  which  I  ask  to  have  printed  in 
the  Globe. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  so 
ordered. 

The  letter  is  as  follows : 

DsrARTMKMT  OJ  BtATS, 

Washimoton,  ^prt^lO,  1872. 

Sib:  My  attention  has  been  directed  to  the  state- 
ment  of  Dr.  John  Q.  Houard,  relative  to  the  case 
of  his  brother,  laid  before  the  House  of  Represeot- 
atWes,  and  printed  at  length  in  the  Congressional 
Qlobe  of  the  9th  instant. 

The  writer  of  the  statement  appears  to  have 
been  misled,  possibly  by  an  imperfect  report  or  tele- 
graphic summary  of  the  oorrespondeDce  to  the  case. 

Ue  says  of  the  father  of  Dr.  Bmilio  Houard: 

**He  wss  naturalised  in  1803,  not  1813,  as  stated  io 
the  correspondence  of  the  State  Department;  (the 
certificate  from  the  court  has  been  sent  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State.)" 

By  referriag  to  the  printed  correspondence, 
(Executive  Document  No.  223,)  page  27,  it  will  be 
observed  that  the  correct  date,  180({,  was  stated  in 
my  instruction  to  Mr.  Adee.  At  page  13  is  printed 
at  length  the  certiflsate  of  naturalisation. 

The  writer  says; 

*'The  certificate  of  M.  H.  Morris,  eeq.,  consul  at 
Cienfuegos,  of  this  registry  is  at  the  State  Depart- 
Aent,  though  it  happens  to  be  also  overlooked  in 
what  purports  to  be  a  statement  of  facts  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  in  his  letter  to  Vice  President 
Colfax." 

The  certificate  of  Mr.  Morrris  was  not  received  at 
the  State  Department  until  the  16th  of  March,  as 
appears  at  page  33.  My  letter  to  the  Vice  President 
was  written  four  days  previously. 

The  writer  says; 

'*  In  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  it  is  said 
that '  Dr.  Houard  has  resided  in  Cuba  the  greater 
part  of  bis  life,  practicing  his  profession  as  a  citisen 
and  surgeon.'  If  by  practicing  his  profession  as  *  a 
citisen '  it  is  intended  to  imply  that  he  did  so  as  a 
Spanish  subject  or  so-called  Cuban  citisen,  the 
statement  is  unwarranted  and  unjust." 

By  referring  to  page  28  of  the  printed  correspond- 
ence you  will  observe  that  the  phrase  which  I  used 


**  The  young  Houard  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  to 
be  educated,  but  returned  to  Cuba,  and  he  has  actu- 
ally resided  in  Cuba  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 
practicing  bis  profession  as  physician  and  surgeon.'^ 

I  quite  understand  that  an  imperfect  report  of  the 
correspondence  was  the  cause  of  these  errors  and  of 
some  others  of  a  similar  character.  . 

Dr.  John  Q.  Houard  states  that  his  brother  had  on 
his  person  when  arrested  a  certificate  of  his  Ameri- 
can citisenship.  This  circumstunce  has  not  been 
mentioned  in  any  of  the  communications  addressed 
to  the  Department.  It  is  not  mentioned  by  Dr. 
Emilio  Houard  in  his  letter  to  the  consul  printed  at 
page  11. 

The  Department  of  State  is  entirely  in  earneet  in 
its  efforts  for  the  relief  of  Dr.  Bmilio  Houard.  and 
the  report  yesterday  received  from  the  cnarg6 
d'ufDiires  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid  gives 
ground  for  the  hope  that  these  efforts  way  prevail. 
Bat  while  in  my  correspondence  with  the  Spanish 


authorities  I  have  asserted  the  fact  of  Dr.  Emilio 
Houard's  oitisenship,  I  bare  nevertheless  thought 
proper,  in  my  correspondence  with  the  friends  of 
that  gentleman,  tu  point  ont  the  weak  points  in  his 
case,  in  order  ihat  tbev  might  be  strengthened  by 
additional  testimony.  Some  such  additional  testi- 
mony hns  been  recently  received  from  the  consul 
general  at  Havana  and  has  been  transmitted  to  the 
charge  d'aff.iires  at  Madrid. 

Much  of  Dr.  John  Q.  Houard's  statement  is  perti- 
nent to  the  same  effect,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
these  matters  were  not  communicated  directly  to 
the  Department. 

The  Department  will  not  fail  to  give  careful  atten- 
tion to  whatever  may  he  presented  in  such  form  that 
it  can  be  used  to  advantage  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Emiiio 
Houard. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HAMILTON  FISH. 

Hon.  N.  P.  Banks,  Howe  of  Bepretentativet. 
LKOISLATIVK,    RTO  ,   APHROPltUTION   DILL. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  rise  to  a 
question  of  privilege.  It  will  (quicken  action 
upon  the  legislative  appropriation  bill  if  the 
House  asks  for  a  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  and  let  it  go  back  to  the  Senate 
again.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be  returned  to  the 
Senate  with  the  aineHdment«  that  we  have 
concurred  in,  and  that  a  conference  be  asked 
upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  On  the  amendment 
making  the  appropriation  of  $400,000.  or 
authorizing  the  purchase  of  public  grounds,  I 
voted  no.  I  find  at  the  Clerk^s  desk  that  my 
name  is  not  recorded.  He  also  tells  me  that 
if  it  had  been  recorded  it  would  have  made  a 
tie  vote.  I  voted  on  the  question,  and  voted 
against  the  amendment 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  would  inquire  if  it  is  not 
too  late  to  make  any  correction  that  would 
affect  the  result  of  the  vote  ? 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  As  I  voted,  I  bnly  want 
to  have  my  vote  properly  recorded. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Does  any  one  propose  to 
take  advantage  of  a  mistake? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  that  the  proceedings  of  the  House 
upon  this  amendment  of  the  Senate  shall  be 
considered  as  set  back  to  the  moment  of  finish- 
ing the  roll-call  upon  the  amendment,  and  that 
the  roll  be  again  read,  and  we  proceed  from 
that  point. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  And  allow  every  one  to 
vote  who  has  not  voted  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Certainly,  if  he 
was  within  the  bar  when  the  last  name  on  the 
roll  was  called.  I  make  this  request  in  the 
interest  of  fair  play  simply. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Atier  the  vote  has  been 
announced 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  would  like  to  know  if  there 
is  anybody  here  who  proposes  to  take  advan- 
tage of  a  mistake? 

The  SPEAKER.  To  whom  does  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  ad- 
dress his  question  ? 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  want  to  know  if  there  is 
any  objection  to  going  back  as  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  That  is  only  the  little 
playful  way  the  gentleman  has  of  reflecting 
upon  other  members  of  the  House. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  would  like  to  know  if  any 
one  objects  to  correcting  a  mistake  of  the  Clerk 
in  recording  the  votes  of  members . 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  answer 
that  question.  The  Chair  was  about  to  sub- 
mit tbe  proposition  to  the  House,  and  then  it 
will  be  understood. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  hope  this  matter  will  be 
postponed  for  the  present. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  entertoin 
it  now,  as  it  involves  a  question  of  privilege. 

Mr.  BANKS.  The  question  properly  comes 
up  when  the  Journal  is  read. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  And  in 
the  meantime  the  bill  will  go  to  tbe  Senate. 

The  SPEAKER.  Tbe  Chair  would  direct 
that  the  bill  shall  not  go  to  the  Senate  until 
this  question  has  been  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  If  the  misuke  is  allowed 
to  be  corrected  now,  others  who  did  not  vote 
might  be  allowed  now  to  vote. 
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Mr.  GARFIBLD,  of  Ohio.  My  propo- 
sition was  that  all  proceedings  in  regard  to 
that  amendment  be  regarded  as  set  back  to 
the  time  when  the  call  of  the  roll  was  con- 
cluded upon  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  can  be  done  by 
unanimous  consent 

Mr.  BANJS:S.  I  think  I  must  object  to  that. 
The  one  thing  to  be  done  is  to  correct  the 
Journal  when  it  comes  to  be  read.  According 
to  the  statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Scofield]  the  Journal  is  not 
correct. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  rule  upon 
the  point  presented.  The  roll  having  been 
called  upon  the  question  of  concurring  in  the 
Senate  amendment  as  amended,  no  motion 
having  been  made  that  the  reading  of  the 
names  be  omitted,  the  names  of  those  who 
had  voted  were  read,  and  then  the  announce- 
ment was  made  by  the  Chair  of  how  the  vote 
stood.  Shortly  after  that  announcement,  and 
after  the  House  had  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  other  business,  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Scofield]  arose  in  his 
place  and  alleged  that  his  vote  was  not  re- 
corded, although  he  had  voted  in  the  negative. 
Now,  the  right  of  the  gentleman  to  make  that 
assertion,  and  of  the  Chair  to  recognize  it  and 
rule  upon  it,  arises  absolutely  upon  the  journ- 
alization of  the  record  of  that  vote ;  and 
when  the  Journal  is  read  the  gentleman  can 
raise  that  point  of  order,  and  the  Chair  can 
rule  upon  it.  It  will  not  require  unanimous 
consent,  because  a  correction  of  the  Journal 
is  within  the  purview  of  the  Chair  to  that 
extent ;  but  by  unanimous  consent  it  may  be 
done  now. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  It  would  be 
far  better  to  do  it  now. 

Mr.  BANKS.  If  it  does  not  take  up  too 
much  time  to  do  it  now,  I  will  not  object. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  suppose  it  could  be  done 
by  unanimous  consent,  and  in  no  other  way. 
That  is  what  led  me  to  make  the  inquiry  if  any 

fentleman  objected  to  correcting  a  mistake, 
understood  the  gentleman  from  California 
[Mr.  Sargent]  to  object. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  have  not  said  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Dawes]  by  his  inquiry  casts  a 
slur  upon  the  members  of  this  House,  and  if 
he  refers  to  me  he  does  me  an  injustice.  As 
the  gentleman  interrupted  me  before  when  1 
rose  to  make  an  inquixy  of  the  Chair,  I  desire 
to  make  it  now  without  impertinent  interrup- 
tions from  him  or  from  any  one  else.  I  wish 
to  inquire  whether  the  correction  of  the  Jour- 
nal would  affect  the  declared  action  of  the 
House  upon  the  question?  In  other  words, 
has  it  not  been  frequently  adjudicated  in  this 
House  that  while  a  person  has  the  right  to 
state  how  he  has  voted  upon  any  proposition, 
yet  the  result  of  the  vote  after  it  has  been 
declared  is  not  thereby  affected? 

The  SPEAKER,  llie  Chair  will  suggest 
one  mode  (and  it  is  a  very  direct  one)  by  which 
the  House  can  extricate  itself  from  the  diffi- 
culty. It  is  a  mode  perfectly  fair  toward  every 
member  of  the  House,  and  one  against  which, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  Chair,  no  objection  can 
be  alleged,  except  that  of  occupying  time  just 
now ;  and  if  that  point  be  raised  the  question 
can  go  over  for  the  present.  The  vote  on  con- 
curring in  the  Senate  amendment  has  not  been 
reconsidered. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  was  just  going 
to  say  that  if  unanimous  consent  be  not  given 
to  the  course  I  suggested,  we  may  have  a 
reconsideration. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  had  better 
be  made. 

Mr.  PETERS.  Then  I  move  to  reconsider 
the  vote  on  concurring  in  the  Senate  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  wish  to  have  an  answer 
to  my  parliamentary  inquiry.  It  is  pertinent. 
I  wish  to  know  what  the  rule  is  where  a  mem- 
t>er  subsequently  to  the  declaration  of  a  vote 


rises  and  states  that  he  voted  differently  from 
what  is  recorded  on  the  Journal  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  answer 
the  gentleman  that  one  of  the  most  vexatious 
and  least  settled  questions  of  parliamentary 
practice  is  that  involved  in  the  point  now 
raised  by  the  gentleman  from  California.  It 
is  a  very  delicate  matter,  involving  oftentimes 
questions  of  correctness  of  statement,  and 
where  the  House,  as  in  this  case,  has  within  its 
power  the  means  of  overcoming  the  difficulty 
by  a  simple  vote  of  reconsideration,  the  Chair 
suegests  that  such  a  course  is  decidedly  advis- 
able, and  hopes  that  it  will  be  adopted  in  this 
case,  because  thereby  no  one  will  lose  any 
right. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  have  no  objection  to 
that.  I  was  only  asking  what  has  been  the 
adjudication.  The  question  has  been  adjudi- 
cated. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  believe  the  gentleman  from 
California  does  not  want  to  take  advantage  of 
the  mistake 

Mr.  SARGENT.  No,  sir ;  but  I  thought  I 
had  a  right  to  information  on  a  point  of  parlia- 
mentary law  directly  presentea  to  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  on  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Gar- 
field,] to  reconsider  the  vote  on  concurring  in 
the  Senate  amendment  with  reference  to  the 
extension  of  the  Capitol  grounds. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
upon  concurring  in  the  ninety-second  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate,  as  amended,  on  which  the 
yeas  and  nays  have  been  ordered.  The  Chair 
will  not  allow  one  name  to  be  called  upon  this 
vote  unless  order  be  obtained.  The  Clerk 
states  that  on  the  former  vote  he  did  not  hear 
the  response  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr.  Scofield,]  and  this  was  not  because 
the  gentleman  did  not  speak  audibly,  but  on 
account  of  the  noise  made  by  other  members. 

Mr.  Banks.  I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the 
Senate  amendment. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  an  amendment  of 
five  sections,  with  the  amendment  of  the  gen-, 
tieman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Banks,]  and 
the  amendment  limiting  the  expenditure  to 
$400,000. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  do  not  insist  on  hearing  the 
amendment  read. 

The  question  was  again  taken ;  and  it  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  96,  nays  89, 
not  voting  56  ;  as  follows  : 

YEAS—  Messrs.  Archer,  Arthur.  Banks,  Barry, 
Bingham,  Bird.  Braxton.  George  M.  Brooks,  James 
Brooks.  Buokley.  Roderick  R.  Botler.  Carroll,  Wil- 
liam T.  Clark,  Freeloan  Clarke,  Cobb,  Coshlan, 
Critoher,  Darrall,  De  Large,  Bake,  Dunnell,  Barnes, 
Eidredge,  Elliott,  Ely.  Farwell,  Forker.  Charles  Fos- 
ter, Frye,  Qriffith,  Ualdeman.  Hale,  Hambleton, 
Hancock,  Harper,  George  B.  Harris,  Hays,  Gerry 
W.  Haselton,  John  W.  Haselton,  Hibbard,  Hoar, 
Hooper,  Houghton,  Kelley,  Kellogg,  Kendall.  Lam- 
isoD,  Lamport,  Lansing,  Lynch,  Maynard,  McClel- 
land, McJuDkin,  MoKinney,  Merriam.  Merrick, 
Benjamin  F.  Meyers.  Morey,  Leonard  Myers,  Neg- 
ley,  Packard.  Packer,  Peek,  Pendleton,  Perce, 
Peters,  Poland,  Porter,  Prindle,  Rainey.  Rogers, 
Sargent.  Sawyer.  Seeley,  Sessions.  Sherwood.  Slo- 
cam,  H.  Boardman  Smith,  John  A.  Smith,  Stark- 
weather, Stowell,  Sutherland,  Swann,  Washington 
Townaend.  Tarner,  Twlchell.  Waldron,  Wallace, 
Warren,  Whiteley,  Willard,  Williams  of  Indiana, 
Williams  of  New  York,  Winchester,  and  Wood-^. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams.  Ambler,  Ames.  Beatty, 
Bell.  Beveridge.  Brigby,  Bi^gs,  Bright,  Buffi nton, 
Barohard,  Burdett,  Benjamin  F.  Batler,  Cobum, 
Comingo,  Conger,  Conner,  Cotton,  Crossland,  Darts, 
Dawes,  Dox,  Da  Bose,  Daell,  Finkelnburg,  Wilder 
D.  Foster.  Garfield,  Garrett,  GoUaday,  Goodrich. 
Handley,  Hanks,  John  T.  Harris^avens,  Hay,  Here- 
ford,  Hemdon.  Holman,  Kerr.  King,  Leach,  Lowe, 
Manson,  Marshall,  McCormick.  McCrary,  McGrew, 
Mc Henry,  Melntyre.  Mercor,  Monroe.  Moore,  Mor- 
gan, Morphis.  Orr,  Palmer,  Hosea  W.  Parker,  Isaac 
C.  Parker,  Eli  Perry,  Randall.  Read.  Edward  Y. 
Rice.  Ellin  H.  Roberts.  William  R.  Roberts,  Scofield, 
Shanks,  Sheldon,  Shober,  Slater,  Thomas  J.  Speer, 
Spragae.  Stevens,  Stevenson.  Storm.  Stougbton. 
Strong.  Taffe.  Terry,  Trner,  Upson.  Van  Trump, 
Vaughan,  Wakeman,  Walaen,  Wells,  Wheeler, 
Whitthorne,  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  and  John  T. 
Wilson— 89. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Acker,  Averill,  Barber. 
Barn  am.  Beck,  Austin  Blair,  James  G.  Blair.  Boles, 
Caldwell,  Campbell.  Cox,  Grebs,  Creely,  Crocker, 
Dickey,  Donnan,  Famsworth,  Henry  D.Foster,  Gets. 
Halsey,  Harmer,  Hawley,  Hill,  Ketoham,  Killinger,  i 


Einsella.  Lewis,  MoKee,  McNeely,  Mitchell  NtW 
lack,  Aaron  F.  Perry.  PlaU,  Porter.  Price,  Joha  M. 
Rice,  Ritchie,  Robinson,  Roosevelt.  Rusk.  Siic'ls- 
barger.  Shoemaker.  Sloss,  Worthington  C.  Stsiia 
Snapp,  Snyder,  R.  Milton  Speer.  St.  John.  Sjpfacr' 
Thomas,  Dwight  Townsend.  TatkilL  Voorkee! 
Waddeli,  Walls,  and  Young-Sfi.  ^ 

So  the  Senate  aoaendment,  asameodedjwu 
concnrred  in. 

Daring  the  vote, 

Mr.  DONNAN  stated  that  he  wu  ptire^ 
with  Mr.  Platt,  who  wonld  vote  in  the  affirm* 
ative,  while  he  would  vote  in  the  oegiti?e. 

The  vote  was  then  announced  u  sboTc 
recorded. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  moTe  xhH 
the  House  request  a  conference  with  the  Sea- 
ate  on  the  disagreeing  votes  between  the  tvo 
Houses. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  now  more  to 
reconsider  all  the  wotes  taken  to-day  ob  tbe 
Senate  amendments ;  and  also  more  thst  the 
motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  last  yote  cannot  be 
reconsidered,  as  there  has  been  one  reconiid- 
eration  already,  and  all  the  other  votes  had 
been  reconsidered,  and  the  motion  to  recoa- 
sider  laid  upon  the  table. 

Saturday's  sbssion. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  move  that  wkea 
the  House  adjourns  to-day,  it  be  to  meet  oa 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  soggest  tk 
there  be  a  session  to-morrow  as  in  Comnittee 
of  the  Whole  for  debate  only,  no  busi&es 
whatever  to  be  transacted. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  If  there  be  afif 
considerable  number  of  memben  who  de«rf 
to  address  the  House  to-morrow,  1  have  do 
objection  to  that  modi6cation  of  my  motion. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  tj  s 
session  to-morrow  for  debate  only,  as  in  Cob 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  no  business  whatever  to 
be  transacted  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  made  the 
suggestion  because  one  or  two  memben  aakeo 
me  to  do  so,  but  if  there  are  no  memben  wlio 
wish  to  address  the  House  to-morrow,  of  conm 
I  will  withdraw  the  suggestion. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Irenewit  Iknovtheie 
are  gentlemen  who  desire  to  address  tbe  Ho3*e 
to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objectioB  to 
there  being  a  session  to-morrow  for  debaK 
only  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  no  basi 
ness  whatever  to  be  transacted? 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

MSSSAGK  FROM  THB  SIN  ATI. 

A  message  was  receiTed  from  the  Senate. 
by  Mr.  Stupsov,  one  of  its  clerks,  wUh^H 
the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed  a  hill 
(H.  R.  No.  1823)  making  appropristioos  for 
tbe  consular  and  diplomatic  serfice  o(  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  Jdq<  ^^ 
1873,  and  for  other  purposes,  with  aiseod 
ments ;  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Eoa» 
was  requested. 

It  further  announced  that  tbe  Senate  m 
adopted  the  report  of  the  committee  of  eoc 
ference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  tto 
Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1228)  for  the 
relief  of  R.  Nelson  Gere.  . 

It  further  announced  that  the  Senate  bad 
adopted  a  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Hwse 
that  House  bill  No.  2031  for  the  relief  o. 
Peck,  Van  Horn  &  Co.,  of  Harrison  coaBtjj 
State  of  Kentucky,  be  corrected  and  eoroiW 
"Peck  Van  Hook  k  Co.,'»  that  beingjw 
proper  name  and  style  of  the  firm  for  whofl 
the  relief  is  intended.^  . 

The  message  further  announced  that  t*e 
Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  foiloving  titles: 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  fiouie  »»* 
reouested  * 

A  bill  (S.  No.  881)  to  provide  for  die  abjtf^ 
ment  or  repayment  of  taxes  on  distilled  spJ™ 
in  bond  destroyed  by  casualty ;  and 
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A  bill  (S.  No.  828)  aathorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  bridge  across  the  Missouri  riyer 
opposite  to,  or  within  the  corporate  limits  of 
^leb^a8ka  City,  Nebraska. 

It  further  announced  that  tihe  Senate  had 
passed  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  864)  to  extend  the 
time  of  payment  for  their  lands  by  persons 
holding  preemptions  of  the  public  land  in 
the  State  of  Minnesota,  with  amendments; 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  was 
requested. 

It  further  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  bills  of  the  House  of  the  following 
titles,  without  amendment : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1862)  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  to  make  certain  negotia- 
tions with  the  Ute  Indians  in  Colorado ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  678)  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  completion  of  the  military  road  from 
Fort  Wilkins,  at  Copper  Harbor,  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  to  Fort  Howard,  at  ureen  Bay,  in 
the  State  of  Wisconsin. 

CONSULAR  AND  DIPLOSIATIO  BILL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio, 
by  unanimous  consent,  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1828)  making 
appropriations  for  the  consular  and  diplomatic 
service  of  the  Government  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1873,  and  for  other  purposes,  were 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  SIGNED. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  examined  ana  found  duly  enrolled  bills 
of  the  following  titles;  when  the  Speaker 
signed  the  same: 

An  act  (S.  No.  770)  to  erect  two  new  land 
distiicts  in  the  State  of  Nebraska ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  535)  for  the  relief  of  Asa 
M.  Trimble: 

An  act  (a,  R.  No.  622)  granting  a  pension 
to  Richard  B.  Crawford ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1180)  to  extend  the  time 
for  filing  claims  for  additional  bounty,  under 
the  act  of  July  28,  1866; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1308)  to  amend  the  first 
section  of  an  act  entitled  '^An  act  to  provide 
for  the  disposition  of  useless  military  reserva* 
lions,"  approved  Februaxy  24,  1871 ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1288)  to  remove  the 
charge  of  desertion  against  Daniel  Orner,  late 
prirate  of  company  n,  ninety-first  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1887)  to  authorize  Wil- 
liam C.  Jardine  to  make  application  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Patents  for  the  isaae  of  a 
patent  for  his  improvement  in  brake  and  rest 
for  carts ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1670)  for  the  relief  of 
Isaac  B.  !Kinkeaid ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1720)  to  confirm  the 
title  of  John  Boyer  to  certain  lands  therein 
described ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1781)  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  deliver  condemned  ordnance 
to  certain  soldiers'  monumental  associations; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1782)  in  relation  to 
bounties ; 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  2205)  for  the  relief  of  the 
[>fficers  and  crew  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Lvfi&rsarflrfi  * 

An  act  (h.  R.  No.  2246)  for  the  relief  of 
James  T.  Johnston,  of  Alexandria,  Virginia ; 

Joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  108)  granting 
condemned  cannon  for  the  erection  of  a  sol- 
diers' monument  at  ^ound  City,  Illinois. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  BANKS.  As  the  time  which  has  been 
>ccupied,  since  the  morning  hour  commenced, 
n  having  a  new  roll-call  on  the  amendment 
o  tho  legislative  appropriation  bill,  will  not 
>e  coanted  as  part  of  the  time  allotted  to  the 
I/ommittee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  as  at  this 
lonr  the  House,  I  presume,  is  not  disposed 
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to  enter  upon  business,  I  shall  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  COBURN.  Before  that  is  done  I  move 
to  ffo  to  the  Speaker's  table  for  the  purpose 
of  having  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs  a  number  of  bills  from  the  Senate, 
which  are  on  the  table.  The  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  will  probably  be  called  in  the 
course  of  three  or  four  days,  and  it  is  very  de- 
sirable that  these  bills  should  be  now  referred. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  withdraw  the  motion  to 
adjourn  in  order  to  allow  the  gentleman  from 
Indiana  to  move  to  go  to  the  Speaker's  table 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  COBURN.  Before  doing  so  I  yield  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Brooks,] 
who  desires  to  offer  a  resolution. 

MEXICAN  BORDCK  0UTRAGK3. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  ask  unani- 
mous  consent  to  submit  and  have  adopted  now 
a  preamble  and  resolution  which  I  send  to  the 
Clerk's  desk  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Whereas  a  presentment  of  a  grand  jury  in  the 
United  States  ooart  at  Brownsville,  Texas,  declares 
tbatsinoe  1865,  Mexican  armed  bands,  under  Mexi- 
can officers,  have  invadedithe  United  States,  and  that 
General  Cortina,  an  officer  of  high  rank  in  the  Mexi- 
can army,  has  levied  war  upon  the  United  States, 
murdered  citizens  and  robbed  mails,  and  stolen 
cattle,  horses,  and  other  property ;  and  whereas  there 
are  like  outrages  upon  the  State  of  California,  and 
the  Territories  of  New  Mexico  and  Arizona:  There- 
fore, 

Be  it  retolved.  That  the  President  be  requested  to 
communicate  to  this  Uoase  this  or  any  other  like 

?;rand  jury  presentment  in  Texas,  and  also  all  in- 
ormation  he^ias,  or  communications  made  to  him, 
respecting  Mexican  outrages  upon  or  in  the  States 
of  Texas  and  California,  and  the  Territories  of  New 
Mexico  and  Arizona. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  Is  that  an  extract  from 
one  of  Polk's  messages  ? 

Mr.  AMBLER.  I  would  ask  that  the  pre- 
amble and  resolution  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  have  no 
objection  to  that. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  HOAK  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  resolution  was  referred;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsiaer  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SENATE  BILLS  SBFBKRBD. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  now  ask  that,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  a  number  of  Senato  bills,  of 
which  I  have  presented  a  list  to  -the  Chair,  be 
taken  from  tbs  Speaker's  table,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

There  was  no  objection  ;  and  bills  of  the 
Senate  of  the  following  titles  were  taken  from 
the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 

tjM*v  .A  ulaiTS  * 

A  bill  (S.  No.  778)  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  women  nurses  during  the  war ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  59)  authorizmg  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  settle  and  pay  the  accounts 
of  Colonel  James  F.  Jaques ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  946)  to  remove  the  charge  of 
desertion  against  Marry  B.  Cloud  from  the 
records,  and  to  give  him  an  honorable  dis- 
charffe  * 

A  bill  (S.  No.  607)  to  establish  the  pay  of 
the  enlisted  men  of  the  Army ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  711)  explanatory  of  a  joint 
resolution  approved  July  11,  1870,  entitled  '^A 
joint  resolution  amendatory  of  ajoint  resolu- 
tion for  the  relief  of  certain  officers  of  the 
Army,"  approved  July  26,  1866 ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  446)  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled ''An  act  to  establish  and  to  protect 
national  cemeteries,"  approved  February  .2%^ 
1867 ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  807)  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  pay  certain  certificates  issued 
for  fortification  purposes  in  Lawrence,  Kansas ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  609)  to  reduce  the  limits  of 
the  military  reservation  at  Fort  Stanton,  New 
Mexico ; 


A  bill  (S.  No.  618)  authorizing  compensa 
tion  to  the  members  of  company  B,  fourteenth 
infantry,  for  private  property  destroyed  by  fire 
on  the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  railroad ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  448)  to  establish  a  system  of 
deposits,  to  prevent  desertion,  and  elevate  the 
condition  of  the  rank  and  file  of  the  Army ; 

A  bill  (8.  No.  559)  for  the  relief  of  California 
and  Nevada  veteran  volunteers  discharged  at 
points  distant  from  the  original  place  of  enlist- 
ment; 

A  bHl  (S.  No.  769)  to  close  the  accounts 
of  R.  E.  De  Russy,  late  colonel  of  corps  of 
engineers,  deceased ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  626)  to  authorize  the  sale  of 
certain  public  property  at  Augusta,  Georgia  ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  486)  for  the  relief  of  Brevet 
Colonel  Emeric  Szabad ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  841)  for  the  relief  of  James 
A.  Waymire,  late  a  second  lieutenant  of  com- 
pany M,  first  cavalry.  United  States  Army  ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  645)  to  confirm  the  title  to 
certain  lands  in  the  Fort  Kearney  military  res- 
ervation in  Fr6mont  couaty,  Iowa ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  530)  to  provide  for  the  dis- 
position of  that  portion  of  the  military  reser- 
vation at  Fort  Ripley,  Minnesota,  which  lies 
east  of  the  Mississippi  river ;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  647)  to  authorize  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  issue  clothing  to  enlisted  men 
in  place  of  clothing  destroyed  by  accident. 

HOUSE  BILLS  REFERRED. 

Mr.  COBURN.  There  are  two  House  bills 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments. 
I  ask  that  they  be  taken  up  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

No  objection  was  made;  and  the  Senate 
amendments  to  House  bill  (H.  R.  No.  838)  to 
provide-that  minors  shall  not  be  enlisted  in 
the  military  service  of  the  United  States  with- 
out the  consent  of  parents  and  guardians  were 
taken  froni  the  Speaker's  table  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  House  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1776)  declaring  the  lands  constitut- 
ing the  Fort  Collins  military  reservation,  in  the 
Territory  of  Colorado,  subject  to  preemption 
and  homestead  entry,  as  provided  for  by  exist- 
ing law,  was  also  taken  firom  the  Speaker's  table. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  will  state  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  considered  that  bill 
this  morning,  and  are  in  favor  of  its  adoption. 
Unless,  therefore,  objection  be  made,  I  will 
ask  that  it  be  considered  now. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  read 
for  information.  It  was  to  insert,  after  the 
word  **  entry,"  in  line  five,  the  word  **only ;" 
so  that  the  bill  would  read : 

That  the  lands  constitutiuf  the  Fort  Collins  mili- 
tary reservation,  in  the  Territory  of  Colorado,  so  far 
as  the  same  have  not  been  lawfully  disposed  of  siaco 
their  reservation,  are  hereby  restored  to  the  United 
States,  and  made  subject  to  preemption  and  home- 
stead entry  only,  as  now  provided  for  by  law. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  There  is  not  time  to 
consider  that  bill  now. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  object  to  its  present  con- 
sideration. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendment  of  the  Senate, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

BRIDGE  ACROSS  THK  MISSOURI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAWYER,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  696)  to  authorize  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Missouri 
river  at  Boonville,  Missouri,  was  taken  from 
the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

RRYKNUE  8TBAMBRS  UPON  THB  LAKES. 

^  The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  January,  1872,  in  relation  to 
United  States  revenue  marine  steamers  upon 
the  lakes  during  the  past  season  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 
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SURVEY  OF  RIVERS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimons  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  snrver  of 
certain  rivers;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WAQON-ROAD  IN  WTOMINQ  TERRITORY. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  House  bill  No. 
1612,  for  the  location  and  construction  of  a 
Government  wagon-road  from  Laramie  City  to 
Fort  Fetterman,  in  Wyoming  Territory :  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Territo- 
ries, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CRIMINAL  OASES  IN  UTAH. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  At- 
torney General,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  February  21,  1872,  in  relation  to 
criminal  cases  now  pending,  or  brought  within 
the  last  year,  in  the  Territory  of  Utiui ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BLACKFEBT   AND    PIBGAN    DEPREDATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  Hugh  Kuykendall,  for  depredations 
alleged  to  have  been  committed  in  1869  by  the 
Blackfeet  and  Piegan  Indians;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

OSAGE    DEPREDATIONS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
Samuel  Bridgman  and  others  for  depredations 
committed  upon  their  property  by  the  Osage 
Indians;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

IMPROVEMENT  OF  CONNECTICUT  RIVER. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  of  February  8,  1872,  in  relation  to  the 
improvement  of  the  Connecticut  river  below 
Hartford ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ELECTION  CONTEST — NIBLACK  VS.  WALLS. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
additional  papers  in  the  contested- election 
case  of  NiblacK  vs.  Walls,  from  the  State  of 
Florida ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Elections. 

JOHN  M.  BAKER. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
the  following  veto  message  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States : 

2b  the  Hou9e  q^  Betfreteniativet : 

I  have  received  and  have  taken  into  oonsideration 
the  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  chil- 
dren of  John  M.  Baker,  deoaaed."  and  parsoant  to 
the  duty  required  of  me  by  the  Constitution  I  return 
the  same  with  my  objections  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, in  which  it  originated. 

The  bill  proposes  to  pay  a  sum  of  money  to  the 
children  of  John  M.  Baker,  deceased,  late  United 
States  consul  at  Rio  Janeiro,  for  services  of  that 

Serson  as  acting  chargfi  d'anaires  of  the  United 
tates  in  the  year  1834.  So  far  as  it  can  be  ascer- 
tained it  is  apprehended  that  the  bill  may  have 
received  the  sanction  of  Congress  through  some 
inadvertence,  for  upon  inquiry  at  the  proper  De- 
partment it  appears  that  Mr.  Baker  never  did  act 
as  charge  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  at  Rio 
Janeiro,  and  that  he  was  not  authorised  so  to  act. 
but  on  the  contrary  was  expressly  forbidden  to  enter 
into  diplomatic  correspondence  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  Braail. 

The  letter  of  the  8th  of  February.  1854.  a  copy  of 
which  is  annexed,  addressed  by  William  L.  Marcy. 
then  Secretary  of  State,  to  James  M.  Mason,  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  of  the 
Senate,  specifies  objections  to  the  claim  which  it  is 
believed  have  not  since  diminished,  and  in  which  I 
fully  concur. 

«,  ....«,  U.S.  GRANT. 

Washivoton,  Aprxl  10. 1872. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  message  of  the  President,  together  wijh 
the  accompanying  letter,  will  be  referred  to 


the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  BANES.  Ought  it  not  to  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  Claims  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  [Mr.  Harris.] 

Mr.  BANKS.  Very  well ;  then  the  subject 
should  now  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

No  objection  being  made,  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

CHANGE  OF  RXFKRENOK. 

Mr.  LYNCH,  by  unanimous  consent,  re- 
ported the  following  papers  back  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  moved  that  the 
committee  be  discharged  from  their  further 
consideration,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations : 

A  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
relative  to  the  erection  of  a  light-house  on  the 
south  end  of  Block  Island ;  and 

Report  of  Captain  Faunce,  of  the  United 
States  revenue  marine  corps,  respecting  the 
establishment  of  life-saving  stations  on  the 
coast  of  Cape  Cod. 

The  motion  was  agr^d  to. 

REDUCTION  OF  POSTAGE. 

Mr.  POTTER,  by  unanimous  consent,  pre- 
sented^ a  memorial  in  respect  of  a  general 
reduction  of  postage ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WHARF  RROPERTT  IN  NEW  0|lLBANS. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  the  House  take  from  the  Speaker's  table 
for  consideration  at  the  present  time  the  bill 
(S.  No.  936)  relinquishing  certain  wharf  prop- 
erty to  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  directs  the  Secre- 
tai7  of  War  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to 
relinquish  possession  of  the  wharf  and  land- 
ing now  occupied  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and 
to  turn  over  the  same  to  the  authorities  of  said 
city. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  any  objection  to 
the  consideration  of  this  bill  at  the  present 
time? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.   I  object. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  The  gentleman  will  allow 
me  to  say ^ 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  This  bill  ought  to  be 
considered  by  a  committee. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  ask,  then,  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  do  not 
obmBct  to  that. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Militarv  Affairs. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Let  it  be  understood  that 
the  bill  is  not  to  be  brought  back  by  a  motion 
to  reconsidep 

The  SPEAKER.  That  will  be  the  under- 
standing. 

RECONSIDERATION  OF  REFERENCES. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  re- 
consider all  references  made  to-dav,  and  to  lay 
the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the  taole. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  is  unneces- 
sary. The  numerous  bills  which  have  been 
referred  to-day  were  referred  with  the  explicit 
understanding  that  they  should  not  be  brought 
back  by  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Then  I  with- 
draw the  motion. 

GOODS  IMPORTED  IN  A  DAMAGED  CONDITION. 

Mr.  COGHLAN,  ^  by  unanimous  consent, 
submitted  the  following  resolution;  which  was 
read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Retohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be, 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  furnish  to  this  Houie, 
athis  oarUestooDvenience.  a  statement  of  the  amount 
of  drawback  paid  on  goods  and  merohaudise  im- 
ported in  this  country  at  the  oort  of  New  York  in  a 
damaged  condition  from  the  Pacific,  from  the  Ist  of 
January.  1866,  to  the  30th  of  June.  1871. 


R.  NELSON  QBRB. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  presented  the  k- 
lowing  report : 

The  committee  of  conference  on  th«  duunett 
Totes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  Ko.  Is 
for  the  relief  of  R.  Nelson  Qere.  hsriag  net,  if-a 
full  and  free  conference,  have  screed  to  reeomaeM 
and  do  recommend,  to  their  respeetire  floa««  n 
follows : 

That  the  House  recede  from  their  disaimats* 
to  the  first  amendment  of  tiie  8enat«,  tnd  icrc«  u 
the  same. 

That  the  Senate  recede  from  their  sseood  usad- 
ment. 

CHARLES  FOSTER. 
W.  E.  LANSING, 
JOHN  T.  HA&Rii 
Mcmat/trt  oa  ikt  pari  <4  Out  Bntt 

R.  B.  FBNTON. 
JAMES  W.  NYU 
H.  G.  DAVI& 
Mama^er§  on  the  part  i/ikt  Sam. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

LEAYJS  OP  ABSENCE. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  BiM^ 
till  next  Wednesday ;  to  Mr.  Thoius  forSn 
days  from  next  Monday ;  to  Mr.  GoBBaodMr 
Hill  for  ten  days  from  next  Moodaj ;  to  Kr. 
Platt  for  one  week ;  to  Mr.  Caldwiu  cat 
the  26th  instant;  to  Mr.  Foster,  of Pefmsrl 
vania,  for  one  week ;  to  Mr.  Barbie  nstilDexi 
Tuesday. 

WITHDRAWAL  Of  PAPBB& 

Mr.  ARCHER,  by  unanimoas  coiueot,  oIk 
tained  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  fileioftk« 
House  the  napers  of  Thomaa  H.  Males. 

Mr.  M00£^,  by  unanimous  conaeat,  ob- 
tained leave  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  t» 
House  papers  in  the  case  of  J.  W.  QnioB. 

Mr.  BBLL,  by  unanimous  ooD8«Dtf  obuinec 
leave  to  withdraw  from  the  files  of  the  fi(»« 
papers  relating  to  a  bill  authorizing  th(»^ 
counting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to  aodit  ifti 
pay  the  claims  of  cities  and  towns  ofi^'et 
Hampshire  for  national  bounties  adruced. 

FRANCIS  A.  GIBBONS. 

Mr.  ARCHER.  I  ask  nnanifflou  comes. 
that  the  bill  (S.  No.  878)  for  the  relief  ^f 
Francis  A.  Gibbons  be  taken  from  the  Spcik 
er's  table  and  referred  to  the  ComDlttee  :i 
Claims. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  vis  n^ 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  Uf 
Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  mored  to  recoc 
sider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  wis  referrei!: 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsi^ 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MI8BI8SIPPI  LKTIES. 

Mr.  MOREY,  by  unanimous  oonKot,  fto^ 
the  Committee  on  the  Mississippi  LevM«,nl> 
mitted  a  report  which  was  ordered  to  ^ 
printed  and  recommitted,  not  to  be  bmKs: 
back  by  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  viU  oe«i 
to-morrow  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wbol«  03 
the  State  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Mereue,  of  Xe* 
York,  in  the  chair,  for  debate  only,  no  bos: 
ness  whatever  to  be  transacted. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Quawst,  ot 
Ohio,  (at  four  o'clock  and  twenty  iniDB» 
p.  m.)  the  House  adjourned. 

PETITIONS,  arc. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  preseni^i 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  sppropns^ 
committees : 

By  Mr.  ACKER:  The  petition  of  ciui«^ 
of  Lehigh  county,  Pennsylvania,  calling  ftW*^ 
tion  to  the  unfair  and  partial  cbancter  ^< 
the  laws  by  which  the  distillation  of  vbuc 
is  regulated,  complaining  of  their  wjaiai^^ 
&c.,  and  suggesting  changes,  and  pr»7|Df  r 
the  passage  of  an  act  in  eompliaoce  viUu< 
suggestions  indicated.  .  ^  „ 

By  Mr.  AMBLER:  The  memorial  ot  U 
&  Connell,  of  Steubenville,  Ohio,  V^V^ 
be  indemnified  for  goods  taken  from  tbe^r  stoK 
at  New  Alexandria,  Ohio,  in  1868,  by  ^* 
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rebel  troops  under  command  of  John  Morgan  i 
then  raiding  through  that  State. 

By  Mr.  BEVERIDQE:  The  petition  of 
John  v.  Farwell  k  Go.  and  others^  against 
the  extension  of  Wilson's  patent  on  sewing- 
machines. 

fiy  Mr.  BIGBY :  The  petition  of  William 
Whatley,  asking  the  removal  of  his  political 
disabilities. 

By  Mr.  BOLES:  The  petition  of  Captain 
F.  C.  Kendall,  for  compensation  for  property 
destroyed  by  the  Army  auring  the  rebellion. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Isabel  Jane  Richie,  of 
Crawford  county,  Arkansas,  asking  that  a  pen- 
sion be  granted  her  as  widow  of  James  A. 
Richie,  late  private  company  D,  first  Arkansas 
cav&lrv 

By  Mr.  BRAXTON :  The  petition  of  H.  C. 
McCarty,  asking  to  have  his  political  disabili- 
ties  removed 

ByMr.  BUBCHARD:  The  petition  of  New 
York  merchants  for  reduction  of  duties  on 
sugar. 

By  Mr.  BROOKS,  of  Massachusetts:  The 
petition  of  P.  Anderson  and  81  others,  work- 
ers in  woolen  and  iron,  of  Chelmsford,  Massa- 
chusetts, remonstrating  against  a  change  of 
the  existing  tari£P  laws  abating  or  abolishing 
duties  upon  such  articles  as  are  successfully 
produced  in  this  country,  and  praying  for  the 
repeal  of  all  duties  upon  tea,  coffee,  £c. 

By  Mr.  DAVIS:  The  petition  of  Alexander 
C.  Moore  and  others,  of  Harrison  county, 
West  Virginia,  praying  the  passage  of  House 
bill  No.  1788. 

By  Mr.  DUELL:  The  petition  of  George 
H.  Gilbert,  D.  H.  Bruce,  B,  L.  Hu^ns,  and 
82  others,  citizens  of  Syracuse,  New  York, 
praying  the  passage  of  a  bill  allowing  totally 
and  partially  disabled  soldiers  and  seamen 
increased  pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Erastns  C.  Herrick,  of 
Syracuse,  New  York,  praying  an  invalid  pen- 
sion for  services  in  the  war  of  1861. 

By  Mr.  ELY :  The  petition  of  workmen  of 
M.  Quenzer,  of  New  York,  for  legidation  con- 
cerning the  manufacture  of  earthenware. 

By  Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  New  Jersey:  The 
application  of  citizens  of  Gloucester  county, 
New  Jersey,  asking  that  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  guaranteeing  religious  liberty  may 
be  preserved  inviolate  in  their  present  form. 
By  Mr.  HOAR:  The  petition  of  Henry  T. 
Gheever  and  others,  of  Worcester  Massachu- 
setts, for  prohibition  of  sale  and  manufacture 
of  intoxicating  liquors  within  the  national 
jurisdiction. 

By  Mr.  PACKER :  The  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania,  asking  Con- 
fess to  make  an  appropriation  to  the  Amer- 
ican University,  &c.,  for  the  blind,  signed  by 
F.  G.  Brewster,  attorney  general  State  of 
Pennsylvania ;  R.  W.  Mackey,  State  treasurer  *, 
F.  Jordan,  secretary  of  State;  J.  F.  Hart- 
raft,  aaditor  general ;  J.  R.  Eby,  George  Berg- 
ner,  J.  H.  Bomberger,  J.  P.  Wickersham, 
State  BQoerintendents  common  schools,  and 
many  others. 

By  Mr.  WALDEN :  The  petition  of  numerous 
citizens  of  Prairie  City,  Iowa,  for  an  increase 
of  pensions  to  partially  disabled  soldiers. 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Satxtrdat,  April  18, 1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.,  Mr. 
Merriam  in  the  chair  as  Speaker  pro  tempore. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler, 
D.  D. 

The  Glerk  having  commenced  to  zead  the 
Journal  of  yesterday, 

Mr.  DOX.  I  ask  that  by  unanimous  consent 
;he  further  reading  be  dispensed  with. 

There  was  no  objection;  and  the  further 
-eading  of  the  Journal  was  dispensed  with. 

ORDSB  OV  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER  jpro  tempore.  By  order  of 
he  Hoaae,  the  session  of  to  day  is  for  debate 


only,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  no  busi- 
ness to  be  transacted. 

RBSTORATION  Or  8PK0IB  PATMBNTS. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
propose  to  detain  the  House  with  reading  the 
remarks  which  I  have  prepared  for  this  occasion 
on  the  restoration  of  specie  payments,  but  I  will 
merely  ask  that  they  be  printed  as  ii  they  had 
been  delivered. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly.     [See  Appendix.] 

8UPPLBMBNTAL  OIYIL  BIGHTS  BILL. 

Mr.  McHENRY  submitted  remarks  upon  the 
supplemental  civil  rights  bill,  which  will  be 
published  in  the  Appendix. 

TBNNBSaBB  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  avail  my- 
self of  the  opportunity  now  presented  to  say  a 
few  words  in  behalf  of  a  proposition  now  pend- 
ing before  Congress,  which  I  had  the  honor  of 
introducing,  and  which  asks  an  appropriation 
for  the  construction  of  suitable  buildings  in 
Nashville,  the  capital  of  Tennessee,  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  courts,  customs,  post 
office,  pension,  internal  revenue,  and  other 
necessary  offices  in  our  midst  of  the  great  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  Indeed,  when' 
reflecting  over  the  proposition  and  considering 
what  has  been  done  on  this  subject  in  other 
States  and  at  other  points,  I  am  astonished  that 
this  measure  of  justice  and  necessity  has  been 
so  long  delayed  and  denied  to  one  of  the  oldest 
and  most  honored  capitals  in  the  Union  ^  for 
Tennessee  has  been  a  State  since  1796,  and 
was  the  third  added  under  the  immortal  com- 
pact fashioned  by  the  original  thirteen,  Ken- 
tucky and  Vermont  being  but  little  in  advance. 

I  trust,  sir,  we  have  now  reached  a  period 
of  time  when  something  reasonable  and  just 
will  be  done  in  behalf  of  our  growing,  beau- 
tiful, and  thriving  capital;  a  capital  famous 
in  the  national  history  of  Uie  country,  and  at 
which  are  buried  two  of  our  most  illustrious 
Presidents,  Andrew  Jackson  and  James  Knox 
Polk,  pure  and  incorruptible  statesmen.  It  is 
high  time  the  Government  should  be  in  our 
midst  with  its  temple  of  justice,  and  with 
suitable  buildings  adapted  to  the  wants  and 
commercial  interests  of  our  people.  We  sin- 
cerely hope  we  are  to  be  no  longer  neglected. 
We  are  a  part  of  the  great  Federal  Union, 
and  we  are  so  in  spite  of  storm  and  war,  and 
we  hope  so  to  remain  under  the  Constitution 
of  our  fiithers  for  all  coming  time.  We  need, 
we  want  and  require  the  emblems  and  sub- 
stance of  our  common  Government  in  our 
midst,  perpetually  reminding  us  we  are  the 
worthy  ana  remembered  children  of  a  great 
Republic.  Such  peaceful  evidences,  substan- 
tial and  useful  in  their  character,  Would  be 
worth  far  more  to  us  than  all  your  martial 
laws  and  soldiery  to  enforce,  for  they  would 
be  emblems  of  nationality,  and  substantial 
indications  of  growth,  thritl,  worth,  and  of  a 
care  on  the  part  of  the  General  Government, 
teaching  us  to  forget  uuhappy  memories  oi 
war,  waste,  and  ruin. 

We  ask  and  demand^  as  a  child  put  upon  life 
may  ask  and  demand  of  parental  love  and 
care  that  which  it  is  able  and  ought  of  right  to 
grant.  We  are  entitled  by  every  showing  of 
wealth,  population,  growth,  and  commerce, 
and  we  really  are  much  in  need  of  what  we  are 
asking — public  buildings  of  the  United  States 
in  our  capital.  The  dignity  of  this  great  Gov- 
ernment, its  absolute  business  wants,  and  our 
necessities,  all  appeal  to  the  Congress  to  re- 
member the  interests  of  a  State  which  has  here- 
tofore received  the  merest  pittance ;  a  State 
which  has  furnished  three  Presidents  of  the 
eighteen  who  have  presided  over  the  destiny 
of  this  great  Republic,  and  has  given  two  dis- 
tinguished Speakers  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  four  of  whose  sons  were  called 
to  grace  and  honor,  Cabinet  offices,  to  say 
nothing  of  a  roll-call  of  honored  and  national 
names  in  other  fields. 


Bui,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  ask  this  appro- 
priation because  Nashville  has  great  names  and 
illustrious  tombs,  nOr  altogether  because  she  is 
the  great  focal  point  midway  between  the  north 
and  south  limits  of  the  Union.  Neither  Mount 
Vernon,  Monticello,  Marshfield,  Ashland,  or 
the  Hermitage,  are  entitled  to  public  build- 
ings because  they  are  classic  spots  of  earth, 
for,  without  such  evidences,  they  must  ever  be 
'*the  Delphic  vales,  the  Palestines,  the  Mec- 
cas  of  the  mind.''  No,  sir.  I  ask  the  passage 
of  this  bill  in  the  name  ana  interests  of  com- 
merce, business,  necessity,  and  merit.  The 
Government  of  the  United  States  to-day  holds 
her  courts,  collects  her  customs,  assesses 
and  receives  her  internal  revenues,  pays  out 
her  pensions  to  sons  she  loved  in  our  capital, 
and  yet  owns  not  a  building  to  shelter  the 
heads  of  her  officers.  Her  courts  are  held 
alone  by  the  courtesy  of  our  Legislature 
wi^in  the  walls  of  our  own  beautiful  capital, 
while  for  all  her  other  necessities  she  rents 
from  year  to  year  as  a  thriftless  tenant  with 
no  ambition  to  become  his  own  landlord. 

In  rented  buildings  she  assesses  and  collects 
her  revenues  and  customs ;  in  rented  buildings 
she  manages  one  of  the  largest  distributing 
post  offices  in  the  South,  and  in  rented  build- 
ings she  settles  with  her  pensioners,  objects 
of  love  in  every  Government ;  while  for  the 
conducting  of  her  courts,  filled  with  many 
important  causes,  she  sponges  from  year  to 
year  upon  the  politeness  and  courtesy  of  our 
Legislature.  Ihe  revenues  collected  by  the 
General  Government  in  the  Nashville  district 
for  one  year  would  be  ample  to  erect  a  struc- 
ture creditable  and  useful  alike,  and  filling  all 
wants,  and  yet  leave  a  large  surplus  for  the 
Treasury.     From   the   internal  revenue  she 

fathers  upward  of  $825,000;  from  customs, 
80,000,  to  say  nothing  of  $40,000  realized 
from  sale  of  stamps  and  from  other  sources, 
amounts  not  known,  making  a  grand  total  of 
near  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The 
designs  and  plan  of  a  building  adapted  to  all 
the  wants  of  the  Government  have  been  made 
by  the  architect  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
Hon.  Mr.  Mullett,  who  was  sent  a  year  or  two 
affo  into  our  midst  for  this  business,  and  the 
whole  cost  will  be  $876,000. 

We  have  had  some  legislation  on  the  part 
of  Congress,  which  resulted  in  providing  us 
with  splendid  grounds  for  the  buildings,  and 
which  grounds,  costing  $20,000,  are  now  worth 
$50,000.  In  the  year  1856  a  bill  passed  Con- 
gress appropriating  $95,000.  (See  Statutes- 
at' Large  for  1855, 1859,  page  95,  section  eight- 
een.) Out  of  this  sum  a  lot  was  purchased 
on  the  17th  of  February,  1857,  but  no  work  was 
ever  undertaken.  Looking  to  the  growth  of 
this  city,  and  its  business  demands,  it  was 
determined  that  the  lot  was  inadequate  for 
the  purpose  sought,  and  so,  by  a  resolution 
of  Congress  approved  February  24,  1870,  the 
first  site  was  exchanged  in  June,  1870,  under 
the  supervision  and  approbation  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  for  one  larger  and  better 
adapted  for  public  buildings,  so  that  we  now 
have,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000,  a  lot  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  feet  square,  with  a  protecting 
alley  of  some  fifteen  feet.  It  was  decided  by 
the  powers  that  be,  after  the  close  of  the  war, 
that  the  remainder  of  the  appropriation  of 
$95,000  had  lapsed,  under  a  resolution  of  Con- 
gress passed  in  1866,  and  so  nothing  has  been 
accomplished  in  the  way  of  buildings.  Dur- 
ing the  last  Congress  (l<orty- First)  this  prop- 
osition received  the  favorable  consideration 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and*  he  rec- 
ommended the  appropriation  then  asked  for 
this  enterprise,  as  dia  the  committee  having 
the  question  before  them.  An  appropriation 
of  some  $80,000,  which  had  been  put  on  the 
deficiency  bill,  was  in  some  fit  of  economy, 
(and  a  most  improper  one,)  about  the  last  day 
of  Congress  struck  out ;  and  now  we  are  here 
again,  urging  and  pressing  for  an  act  of  justice 
and  necessity  to  our  people  and  section. 

Mr.   Speaker,   something  over   thirty  mil- 
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lion  dollars  have  been  appropriated  since  the 
foandatioo  of  the  Government  for  public 
building  in  the  northern  States,  while  in 
those  called  the  southern  States  less  than 
eight  and  a  quarter  millions  have  been  appro- 
priated and  expended.  Appropriations  for 
the  improvement  of  harbors  and  rivers  begun 
in  1824,  and  since  that  time  considerably  up- 
ward of  thirty  million  dollars  have  been  given 
these  works.  The  South  had  more  sea-coast 
than  all  other  parts  of  the  country  before 
our  territory  was  enlarged  by  the  acquisition 
of  our  Pacific  possessions,  and  does  even  now 
exceed  in  the  number  and  magnitude  of  her 
rivers  those  of  all  other  sections.  Yet  from 
the  sums  appropriated  on  this  score  the 
northern  States  have  obtained  over  twenty- 
seven  million  dollars,  while  the  South  have 
had  less  than  five  millions.  It  is  time  that  a 
more  just  and  equal  division  in  such  matters 
was  practiced  toward  the  States  of  a  section 
now  so  sorely  in  need  of  all  the  assistance  that 
can  be  given  by  the  General  Government 
since  the  blight  and  mildew  of  war  have 
wasted  us ;  and  at  no  point  South  could  a 
beginning  be  better  made  than  in  the  capital 
of  Tennessee,  the  great  middle  ground  of  all 
the  States. 

POPULATION,  BAILBOADS,  BUSIKSSS,  ETC. 

Mr.  Speaker,  but  three  States  out  of  the 
eleven  engaged  in  the  rebellion  have  increased 
more  rapidly  in  population,  on  the  census  of 
1860,  than  Tennessee.  They  are  Florida, 
Texas,  and  Georgia,  the  last  having  an  in- 
crease too  small  for  much  consideration,  her 
increase  being  18.6  per  cent,  against  18.4  per 
cent,  for  Tennessee.  We  now  have  a  popula- 
tion of  1,267,983,  as  shown  by  the  census  of 

1870.  Our  State  is  divided  into  three  grand 
divisions,  the  eastern,  western,  and  middle. 
Nashville,  the  capital,  is  in  middle  Tennessee, 
and  the  value  of  all  real  estate  in  this  division 
of  the  State,  as  shown  by  the  comptroller's 
report  made  to  the  Legislature  in  October, 

1871,  is  $103,844,624,  while  in  east  Tennes- 
see, of  which  Enoxville  is  the  principal  city, 
it  is  $42,664,006,  and  in  West  Tennessee,  of 
which  Memphis  is  the  chief  city,  it  is  $69,- 
848,148,  thus  showing  the  value  of  real  prop- 
erty in  the  middle  division  to  be  double  that  of 
the  other  two  divisions  combined. 

And  the  same  will  be  found  true  of  other 
kinds  of  property.  Davidson  county,  in  which 
is  the  city  of  Nashville,  is  the  richest  in  the 
State  by  great  odds,  the  census  showing, 
for  the  county  and  city^  $64,686,318,  against 
Shelby  county  and  the  city  of  Memphis,  with 
$47,412,873 ;  while  Knox  county  and  the  city 
of  Enoxville  has  $9,629,118.  In  point  of 
wealth,  the  State  of  Tennessee  is  the  fifteenth 
of  the  thirty-eight  now  composing  the  Union ; 
and  yet,  sir,  in  this  grand  old  State  we  have 
never  had  an  appropriation  made  and  ex- 
pended for  public  buildings  except  a  small 
amount  in  the  city  of  Enoxville.  And  Nash- 
ville and  Memphis,  the  two  great  cities  of  the 
State,  in  every  sense  commercial  centers, 
whose  wants  are  of  the  most  imperative  char- 
acter, have  so  far  been  neglected;  but  they 
are  now  asking,  and  it  is  hoped  will  receive 
during  the  present  session  all  that  a  just  and 
generous  Government  should  grant. 

Indeed,  sir,  when  you  shall  have  furnished 
these  two  cities,  as  is  now  very  properly  being 
done  for  Enoxville,  the  public  buildings  they 
so  much  need,  and  which  it  is  due  the  Govern- 
ment and  all  concerned  should  be  done 
promptly,  then  justice  in  this  regard  will  have 
been  done  to  Tennessee,  and  not  until  then. 
And  when  these  three  pivot  points  of  the  State 
have  been  cared  for,  from  all  that  can  now  be 
seen  or  conjectured,  the  State  will  be  pro- 
vided for  suitably  in  this  respect  for  all  com- 
ing time.  And  we  shall  move  happily  and 
contentedly  in  the  orbit  assigned  us  in  the 
complex  and  compound  circles  of  this  great 
Union. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  capital  of  a  State  is 
always  a  focal  center ;  and  when  to  this  great 


fact  can  be  added  other  points  of  merit,  the 
capital  becomes  the  more  attractive,  and 
awakens  in  the  bosom  of  the  people  of  a  State 
still  larger  and  prouder  sentiments. '  And  this 
leads  me  to  speak  a  little  more  in  detail  of  our 
city. 

OUR  CAPITAL— NASHVILLE. 

In  it  has  been  built  one  of  the  finest  and 
most  costly  capital  edifices  to  be  found  in  the 
Union.  Here  assembles  our  General  Assem- 
bly. Here  is  held  the  leading  term  of  our 
supreme  court.  Here  are  congregated  all  the 
leading  officers  of  the  State.  And  here  are 
held  aU  the  leading  conventions,  political  and 
otherwise,  having  general  significance.  £d|{e- 
field  and  the  smaller  incorporations  adjoining 
the  corporate  limits  of  iNashville  give  us  a 
population  concentered  at  the  capital  of  forty 
thousand  souls,  which  in  point  of  fact  are  all 
a  part  of  the  city.  The  Union  shows  sixty- 
seven  cities,  with  populations  exceeding  twenty 
thousand,  and  out  of  this  number  only  about 
thirty  have  in  the  last  decade  exceeded  the 
city  of  Nashville  in  the  growth  of  population 
and  wealth,  and  but  few  would  have  exceeded 
her  had  she  not  been  called  to  witness  the  vast 
countiT  upon  which  she  leaned  for  growth  laid 
waste  by  the  consuming  fires  and  destruction 
of  an  unhappy  civil  war.  It  was  under  the 
walls  of  this  fine  capital  the  last  grand  battle 
of  the  late  war  was  fought  on  Tennessee  soil, 
which  threw  the  State  back  permanently  into 
the  arms  of  the  Federal  Union.  Situated  on 
the  banks  of  the  Cumberland  river,  the  con- 
duit pipe  through  the  Ohio  into  the  Missis- 
sippi nver,  which  bears  on  its  bosom  the 
mightiest  inland  commerce  of  the  world,  Nash- 
ville greets  with  her  boats  and  water  crafts 
alike  the  great  cities  of  St.  Louis  and  New 
Orleans,  and  pours  out  the  wealth  and  produc- 
tions of  a  wide  and  rich  interior  into  the  laps 
of  these  great  mart  cities  of  the  West  and 
South.  Nor  is  this  all.  Her  railroad  connec- 
tions demonstrate  her  enterprise  and  local 
advantage  to  be  of  the  first  oraer.  Indeed  we 
feel  that  nothing  is  hazarded  in  saying  that 
an  examination  of  the  map  of  Tennessee  will 
show  that  no  city  in  the  South  possesses  a  finer 
or  more  hopeful  network  of  railway  commun- 
ication, one  so  admirably  and  advantageously 
arranged,  as  does  the  city  of  Nashville.  Lo- 
cated as  she  is  in  a  valley  remarkably  level  and 
healthy  midway  between  the  Alleghanies  and 
the  Father  of  Waters,  with  iron  arteries  con- 
verging and  diverging  in  every  direction,  the 
capital  of  Tennessee  is  in  the  grand  national 
highway  from  the  north  and  northeast  to  the 
south  and  southwest,  and  what  is  important, 
on  the  direct  route  from  the  temperate  shores 
of  the  Atlantic  to  the  temperate  shores  of  the 
Pacific,  and  in  a  happy  latitude,  where  no 
excessive  heat  languishes  and  destroys  enter- 
prise, nor  excessive  cold  congeals  the  springs 
of  life.  « 

To  employ  in  part  the  happy  thoughts  of 
another,  this  central  point,  Nashville,  extends 
its  arms  to  all  points  of  the  compass  in  happy 
greeting;  pushes  them  out  toward  either 
ocean  by  her  railways ;  pierces  the  coal  regions 
in  every  direction,  and*demands  their  wealth 
for  manufacture  by  means  of  roads ;  reaches 
eastward  to  the  great  sea-ports  on  h^r  lines  of 
travel  into  Norfolk ;  drains  the  rich  and  fer- 
tile agricultural  counties  of  our  own  State  by 
well  constructed  railways  and  roads ;  extends 
westward  toward  the  liocky  mountains  and 
the  gold  regions  beyond  in  her  projected  enter- 
prises and  connection,  and  looking  from  the 
slopes  of  the  Pacific  into  the  sea,  invites  the 
immense  empires  of  China  and  Japan,  in  their 
new-born  zeal  of  commerce,  to  find  a  great 
middle  route  across  the  continent  through  our 
capital  into  the  West,  a  route  never  para- 
lyzed by  heat  nor  bound  with  snow.  Yes,  Mr. 
Speaker,  we  feel,  whether  it  be  in  this  or  the 
next  generation,  the  fact  is  well  pointed  and 
the  conclusion  foregone,  that  when  the  great 
projected  lines  of  the  Southern  Pacific  are 
completed,  our  capital  will  be  on  one  of  its 


tracks,  and  a  station  of  the  first  inpoitmet 
as  we  go  into  the  East,  or,  reveniog,  trav?! 
toward  the  West. 

Sir,  we  have  already  six  leading  lines  af 
railways  concentering  upon  our  capit&L  TL>: 
Louisville  and  Nashville  railway  is  tlie  direct 
route  which  couples  us  with  the  baoks  of  itt 
Ohio,  and  over  which  the  great  weatern  a&d 
northern  States  pass  in  their  joomey  to  tb« 
Chilf.  It  is,  indeed,  the  only  pontire  NorJi 
line  from  out  our  midst  into  the  rast  North 
west,  and  one  of  the  chief  lines  to  the  ^. 
We  have  the  Nashville  and  ChattaDoog&  nil 
way,  which  leads  us  by  direct  coDiiectioDs  iDt>^ 
the  East,  the  Atlantic  shores,  and  which  or 
ries  us  into  the  marble  and  coal-reg^ona  of  car 
own  State,  and  sends  us  down  into  Georgia. 
the  empire  State  of  the  South,  or  mores  Qs.bj 
easy  connecting  lines  on  to  Memphis  aod  the 
Mississippi  river.  We  have  the  Edgefield  uJ 
Kentucky  line,  which  brings  us  into  direct  com 
munication  with  the  finest  coal-beds  of  En- 
tucky,  and  concenters  our  interior  conntir. 
full  of  production  and  wealth.  We  have  )k 
Nashville  and  Decatur  line,  which  opens  sp 
all  the  cotUm-fields  of  Alabama  and  \<acs 
upon  our  cars  on  the  banks  of  the  Teooesiee, 
at  Decatur,  Alabama,  all  the  prodactx  of  tbt 
State  intended  for  the  Wesl^  the  East,  asd 
North.  We  have  the  Nashville  and  Norti* 
western  line,  which  interiorates  oarownStau, 
and  delivers  in  our  midst  timbers  from  forests 
as  yet  almost  unbroken,  and  co&l  whose  ioei; 
haustible  banks  have  not  as  yet  been  opetK 
and  developed,  and  then  moves  away  spoi! 
connecting  lines  to  Mobile  and  the  Qii 
And  yet  we  have  the  Tennessee  and  Paci^t 
now  being  built,  which,  traversing  eeetniiT 
our  State  through  East  Tennessee  from  tk 
capital,  offers  an  arm  at  Norfolk,  aod  tnau 
to  become  the  central  highway  on  vhid: 
the  cars  of  the  great  Southern  Pacific,  vba 
loaded  at  San  Franeisco,  shall  glide  into  tke 
sea-ports  of  the  Atlantic.  Bach  is  the  li« 
nature  points  out,  and  on  it  science  is  bo* 
pouring  the  light  of  discovery. 

And  I  might  add,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  additioo 
to  theee  lines,  two  others  are  in  constnctios: 
the  one,  almost  direct,  delivers  ns  on  ^ 
piers  of  Cincinnati,  as  she  seeks  the  Sootli. 
and  the  other  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  vlie>f 
Missouri,  with  her  accumulated  comiaerce 
of  other  States  could  desire  transfer  for  the 
South  and  Atlantic  ports.  Thus  eentnl,  tba^ 
in  the  very  center  of  North  and  South  line. 
in  the  center  of  lines  from  the  oat^  edges  o\ 
the  great  circle  bounding  all,  we  hope  to  rear 
a  still  greater  and  more  prosperous  citr.  a 
favorite  capital  with  all  the  States. 

Mr.   Speaker,  shall  I  show  the  wholeA'' 
business  of  our  capital?    Shall  I  tellof  dij 
goods,  groeeries,  shipments  of  produce,  ^•' 
tie,  manufactures?    Shall  I  tell  of  twentyiirr 
regular  steamboats,  registered  and  piyios  >J 
our  port,  increasing  every  year,  and  destinw 
to  become  more  important,  when  theapp 
piiation  needed  shall  be  made  for  the  clearing 
of  our  river,  a  survey  of  which,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Government,  has  just  beennadf . 
Shall  I  tell  of  near  a  half  million  dolian  lo 
postal  money-orders  every  year  atthisporaf 
Shall  I  tell  of  near  three  hundied  and  m 
thousand  dolUrs  paid  annuaUy  at  this  poiot 
to  pensioners?    Shall  I  tell  thatyoorix^ 
master's  salary  is  $4,000  and  the  rise  si  Ui« 
office,   and  of  the  keeper  of  caslomst  *'' 
very  nearly  the  same  pay  ?    Shalll  Uii  yo« « 
have  one  of  the  oldest  and  ablest  State  m\^^ 
sities  of  the  South,  the  Nashville  UmTersitJ. 
the  Alma  Mater  of  many  disiiogaisbed  wnj 
all  over  the  southern  States?    Shalllteli.oi 
the  finest  system  of  free  public  scbooJdr  *>" 
splendid  modern  buUdings,  to  be  found  wj 
where?    Shall  I  tell  of  large  and  beiJthy  bw^ 
ing  capitals  and  manufactures,  all  flouru^^ 
in  our  city  ?    Shall  I  tell  of  extensive  whc^ 
sale  and  retail  trade,  extending  thronihoo^^ 
own  State,  and  ranging  into  north  Ala»"*' 
north  Georgia,  and  southern  Kcntnckyf 
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All  tIteM  thin^a  and  more  I  coald  alaborate 
if  timo  and   patience   wonld  admit,  demon- 

Btrating  the  importHnce,  jaalicet  and  neceuit; 
of  the  measure  I  now  so  earneetif  urge.  Onni 
is  aooa  to  be  declared  an  interior  port  of  entry 
aod  deliTBry,  so  recommended  bj  the  Secra- 
tary  of  the  Treaaor;  and  the  committee  hav- 
iog  the  natter  in  charge.  I  have  the  p«titioD8 
and  lettera  of  our  people,  the  reaolationa  of 
our  Board  of  Trade  and  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce, aaking  Ihat  thii  appropriation  be  made 
and  iba  baildiogs  conMructed.  Give,  Ibea, 
I  ask,  Teaoessee  her  real  wanto,  aad  let  na 
have  in  Nashnlle,  the  capital,  aod  ia  Uem- 

Eliis,  on  the  banks  of  the  Miaaisaippi,  the  pab- 
c  buildinsa  bo  mneh  needed ;  and  theu, 
vheiiierinNashrille,  Memphit,  orSooxiiUe, 
the  citiien  of  the  Stale  shall  have  occasion  to 
look  with  pride  and  cheer  apoa  bnildinn,  the 
tjpea  and  symbols  of  a  great  and  jest  Kepab- 
lic  of  which  he  will  r^oice  to  be  a  part.  I 
feel  Bure  this  bill  will  pass,  and  hope  it  may  be 
completed  at  the  present  leseion, 

CONDITION  or  THB  BOUTII. 
Mr.  WADDELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have 
bccD  confined  to  the  houae  by  illnesa  for  ten 
days,  and  being  yet  somewhat  feeble,  X  shall 
merely  ask  leave  to  print  my  remarks,  as  I 
am  too  weak  to  deliver  tbem. 

There  was  no  objectioa ;  and  leave  lo   print 
was  accordingly  granted.     [See  Appendix.] 
BBaTRUCTlON  OF  PRIVATK  rKO?KttTY. 

Mr.  RITCHIE.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  propMe  on 
this  occasion  tointite  theattsntionoi  the  Honae 
to  the  bill  that  I  introduced  earlj  in  the  ses- 
sion, and  which  is  now  pending  in  the  Com- 
mittee on  AppropriatioDS,  ''  for  the  aseeitun- 
ment  aod  eiammation  of  all  claims  for  com- 
peosatioD  for  the  dbb,  damaga  lo,  aDddeatmc- 
tion  of  private  property  by  and  for  the  benefit 
of  the  United  States  Army  during  tha  late  war 
arising  in  those  States  that  remained  in  tha 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 

Be  -it  tnatiid  bg  llu  ^enati  and  Ilnuie  of  Rttiraait- 
oiiDH  nf  Iki  Vnittd  Slaitt  a/  Amtrica  in  Urtgrm 
attcmbUd,  That  tha  PreBidsnt  of  the  United  Statu 
eball  b«,  and  he  is  herobr,  antboriied  to  Dominite, 
and.  br  ud  with  th*  adfloe  aodeoDunt  otths  8ca- 
ato.  apEroint  a  board  of  eomiBiaiaaere.  to  be  deais- 
naied  aa  CommiuioDon  of  Claima,  to  consiit  of 


in.  and  whosa  dotf^lt  ahall  b 
la  accrued  in  thoai 

'iilcd  therein,  for  atorae  or  Buppli 
nished.  or  for  property  used,  dsmai 
Jor  the  uic  of  the  Army  ofAti  Uci 

loea,  damace. ,  o 

benefit  o't  the";"" 

And    the  laid 

claima  aball  bt 


idSJ'o? 


•I  from 


□titr,  quality,  and  value  of 
bavebeea  taken,  famished, 
Tored,  and  the  time,  placo, 
icei,  of  the  takim,  famlih- 

e'of'fiie  juslioe  and 


ledStates.sudihEill  pro  need  witb- 


-ioDerihall  havaaalhori 
^ilTiJ-matiDng.  and  lo  tak 
nesate  in  all  mattan  p 


a  ibail  meet  and  orsania 


iDide  all  qnotiona  in  ooDtro- 


LL  wiia  LDL8  aoL,  aoQ  aaaii  paoiua  na»oo 
enioiu.  They  ihali  keep  a  joomal  of 
•dinia,  to  boiiiaed  br  the  preaident  of 
and  a  reciater  of  all  claiioi  broayhtbefore 


labjMt-D 


i'l'^Vlho 


I'.c't^h'a' 


;   and  all  claims  wltbln 

■i  to  Hid  board  aball  be  barred. 
iDtertained  byanydepa  '     ' 

nilhout  further  author: 


be  paid  quarterly  at  the  rale  of  $2,600  per  ann'un 
eaoh,  and  one  mtaaaBSN',  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  ol 
tl,£Hl  D(i  annum,  who  aball  perform  the  aerrioe 
retjairod  of  them  mjpcctivoly ;  and  laid  board  thai 


I  booartl'fied  by  the' preaident  of  the'  board,  aad  to 
>  audited  on  yoachers  and  paid  ss  other  Judicial 


in  tbo  Treasury  oat  otherwlie  appropri 

It  will  be  remembered  that  1  made  on  in- 
efii'ectnal   attempt   to   attach   it   to   the  naval 

Sproprialion  bill  some  time  since  j  and  when 
a  Miaual  Army  appropriaUon  bill  was  on  its 
passage  a  few  osyB  ago  I  proposed  to  incor- 
porate it  as  an  amendment  to  that  in  order  to 
avoid  the  delay  of  a  report  in  regular  turn  from 
the  committee  having  it  in  charge  ;  bat  I  re- 
gret to  say  that  notwithstanding  my  appeal 
to  the  contrary,  the  parliamentary  point  was 
made,  and  necessarily  auslained,  that  it  was  not 
germane  legislation.  It  is  proper  to  say,  how- 
ever, that  the  gentleman  raising  the  objection, 
[Mr.  DiCKEi,]  while  doing  bo,  disclaimed  any 
hostility  to  the  measure  as  an  independent 
one ;  and  I  trust,  therefore,  wben  it  is  regu- 
larly reached,  to  find  bim,  and  also  the  gentie- 
man  from  Ohio, [Mr.  Gaafield,]  who  excluded 
it  on  the  former  occBBioo,  with  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  others,  giving  it  their  support. 

I  do  not  permit  myself  to  doubt  that  the 
majority,  which  is  responsible  for  the  legisla- 
tion of  this  House,  will  permit  a  bill  so  just 
and  iDeritocious  in  its  otiject,  and  so  cautious 
and  moderate  in  its  proiiBiODB,  to  fail  of  pas- 
sage. The  effect  of  this  bill  wonld  be  to  place 
those  claimoats  for  Buppliea  taken  and  prop- 
erty damaged,  who  reside  in  the  States  that 
continued  in  tha  Union,  on  an  eqaal  footing 
with  loyal  claimants  for  similar  relief  residing 
in  the  States  that  seceded. 

As  the  law  now  stands,  the  latter  class  have 
Bunerior  facilities  for  the  preferment  and  con- 
sideration of  their  claims,  and  a  wider  range 
in  their  snbject-matter  j  an  inequality  that 
conld  not  have  been  designed  and  should  not 
be  suffered  to  condnne.  Snrely — while  not 
meaning  any  leflectio  a— citizens  residing  north 
of  the  Potomac  ore  entitled,  in  any  aspect,  to 
equal  advantages  with  those  on  the  other  side 
in  seeking  redreaa  at  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 

Thia  bill  is  modeled  af^r  that  which  was 
in  the  interest  of  soathern  claimants  inserted 
as  an  amendmentinto  the  Army  appropriation 
bill  of  last  year,  and  it  was  to  secure  the  weight 
and  eqaitable  suggestion  of  the  precedent  and 
extend  the  parallel  Uiat  1  endeavored  to  intro- 
duce it  BB  an  amendment  at  the  same  point  in 
the  same  bill  for  this  year. 

As  in  that  amendment,  this  bill  provides  for 
the  appointment  of  three  commissioners,  who 
are  to  investigate  all  claims  of  the  natore  de- 
scribed that  may  be  snbmitted,  and  to  report 
tbe  same,  with  their  judgment  thereon  and 
the  reasons  thereof,  to  Congress  for  its  final 

In   view  of  the  reluctance  hitherto  mani- 


fested to  ectertun  claims  based  on  loss  or 
destmctiou  of  property,  I  have  thought  a  bill 
providing  for  Uieir  preliminary  iovestiga^on 
the  most  eligible  one,  and  moat  likely  to 
receive  favorable  action.  It  obviates  thedoa- 
ger  of  setting  precedents  in  legislating  on  par- 
that  might  prove  emborrosBing, 


and  of  committing  Congress   in  principli 

appropri  alio  OB  tbe  extent  of  which  it  has 

no  reliable  means  of  ascertaining.  At  Ihe 
some  time  its  adoption  would  not  preclude 
Congress  from  taking  action  iu  special  cases 
if  inclined  to  do  so. 

It  is  admitted  that  many  of  the  numerous 
appeals  for  relief  and  com pensatian  ore  merit- 
orious, and  that  in  common  justice  tbe  Oov- 
ernment  should  extend  them  prompt  and  &vor- 
able  consideration ;  yet  it  is  evident  that 
Congress  cannot  devote  the  time  neceaaary 
to  a  careful  investigalion  of  these  claims  in 
detail.  Still,  at  the  same  time,  the  amount 
involved  in  the  aggregate  mi^ht  prove  so  large 
that  Congress  may  be  unwilling  to  transfer  all 
controlof  them  to  the  ministerial  departments. 
The  Committee  of  Claims  is  oppresHad  with 
a  large  number  of  these  appiicattons,  which 
they  are  somewhat  perplexed  how  to  treat 
nntil  Congress  Bhall  nave  indicated  some  set- 
tled policy  in  regard  to  them. 

In  these  various  aspects  I  have  presented 
my  bill  framed  as  it  is.  If  Congreaa  is  if)  a 
mood  that  will  admit  of  more  speedy  means 
for  the  ai^ustment  of  these  domands,  I  shall 
be  only  the  more  pleased  to  bave  my  method 
superseded.  If  l^is  bill  shall  but  serve  to 
initiate  favorable  action  of  any  kind,  it  will 
have  mainly  answered  its  purpose.  If  more 
can  be  now  effected  than  1  have  supposed,  I 
shall  be  gratified  that  I  have  nnderrated  the 
diaposition  to  afford  relief.  Should  my  effort 
prove  the  occaaiou  of  accomplishing  sometbing 
in  the  deaired  direction,  although  in  a  modified 
or  different  shape,  and  IhrougE  the  agency  of 
some  one  else,  even  should  it  be  much  less 
than  what  I  have  moderately  proposed,  I  shall 
be  glad  to  welcome  it  as  affording  an  earnest 
that  adequate  justice  is  eventually  attainable. 

But  while  1  am  not  exacting  M  to  the 
method,  or  even  measure  of  present  redress, 
I  am  importunate  that  a  beginning  should  be 
made  in  Uie  matter.  And  if  the  majority  in 
this  body,  which  has  control  of  its  legislation, 
shall  continue  lo  disregard  the  weU-founded 
appeals  which  come  up  from  those  whose  sub- 
stance was  coocumed  iu  supplying  and  sus- 
taining your  triumphant  armies,  I  cannot  but 
l)old  up  such  a  failare  to  a  much-wronged 
community  as  cruel  ingratitude  and  injustice. 
l)ut  I  shul  at  least  acquit  myself  of  my  re- 
sponsibility, and  I  propose  to  vex  the  ear  of 
this  House  Ull  I  touch  its  heart  if,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  a  once  popular  but  now  somewhat 
disparaged  indiviaual,  it  takes  not  only  "  all 
the  summer,"  but  tbe  enauiog  winter  besides. 

Ab  I  have  slated,  sufferers  by  reason  of 
supplies  taken  and  losses  io&icted  in  the  ad- 
hering States  have  not  tbe  same  opportunitiea 
with  southern  claimants  for  pressing  their 
demands. 

The  Court  of  Claims,  by  the  act  of  July  4, 
1664,  was  deprived  of  juriEdiction  in  all  cases 
of  damage  arisingfrom  the  war ;  aud  the  same 
act  comprises  the  only  legislaUon  thus  (or  pro- 
vided for  snffereraintlio  ■'loyal"  Statea.  The 
relief,  however,  furnished  by  that  aot  ood  tbe 
regolations  basedupon  it  is  entirely  inadeqaote. 

Under  that  statote,  and  the  constraotion 
given  it,  the  only  claims  that  can  be  enter- 
tained are  those  of  loyal  citisena  for  articlea 
that  were  taken  by  or  supplied  to  the  Army  on 
the  authority  of  a  competent  officer,  and  come 
within  the  technical  discriiition  of  "  qoacter- 
master's  slorCB,"  or  "lubsistence-"  Claims 
for  damages  for  property  injured  or  destiOTed, 
or  from  tiiefta  or  dopredaliona  committed  by 
troopa,  or  so  much  of  a  charge  for  stores  or 
supplies  as  is  an  element  of  oamages,  are,  by 
the  regulations,  excepted  from  consideration. 
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Moreover,  proof  of  the  furniahiDg  such  arti- 
cles as  are  provided  for  is  restricted  to  ^*  the 
receipts  of  the  ofiSicers  taking  the  same,  or 
other  official  evidence,  and  in  the  absence 
Uiereof  there  is  required  the  testimony  of  some 
officer,  soldier,  or  person  employed  by  the 
Gk>verDment  personally  cognizant  of  the  al- 
leged appropriation,  detailing  in  full  the  cir- 
cumstances attendant  thereon,  and  setting 
forth  of  his  own  knowledge  the  details  of  the 
seizure,  the  quantities  and  values,  and  the  use 
to  which  this  property  was  applied,  and  the 
regiment,  company,  detachment,  or  other  mili- 
tary body  to  the  use  of  which  the  stores  were 
appropriated."  Numerous  claims  have  been 
rejected  because  of  the  failure  to  furnish  evi- 
dence of  this  minute  and  onerous  strictness, 
and  its  exaction  operates  a  practical  denial 
of  justice.  From  the  circumstances  and  na- 
ture of  the  occasion  under  which  much  was 
taken  for  and  supplied  to  the  Army,  this 
proof  is  in  many  cases  unattainable. 

Under  the  southern  claims  commission  the 
evidence  to  establish  a  claim  is  such  as  would 
be  admitted  in  a  suit  in  a  court  of  law,  or  be 
reasonably  competent  between  man  and  man, 
and  is  not  confined  to  official  records  or  the 
testimony  of  those  attached  to  the  Army  or 
Government.  The  testimony  of  credible  private 
citizens  is  received  ;  and  common  experience 
and  common  justice  sanction  such  evidence 
as  properly  admissible,  particularly  where 
official  proof  is  made  unusually  difficult  from 
circumstances  caused  by  the  party  making  and 
benefited  by  the  appropriation,  and  who  had 
the  power  to  take  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  and  frequently  so  exercised  it.  Can  it 
be  that  the  Government,  after  having  exercised 
a  power  of  seizure  which  is  denied  the  private 
citizen,  will  continue  to  deny  common  and 
reasonable  facilities  to  the  sufiferer  to  establish 
his  claim  for  compensation  ?  It  is  not  in  this 
sense,  I  trust,  that  it  is  boasted  we  have  *'  a 
strong"  Government. 

In  the  nature  of  the  case  the  emergencies 
of  the  Army  often  forbade  the  delay  of  a 
formal  requisition,  while  they  equally  necessi- 
tated an  immediate  supply  of  its  wants.  And 
frequently  when  supplies  had  been  formally 
taken,  the  sudden  movements  and  numerous 
casualties  of  «  campaign  prevented  the  execu- 
tion of  proper  vouchers,  or  making  full  offi- 
cial returns.  The  citizen,  ignorant  of  ^e 
subdivisions  of  the  force,  was  often  unable  to 
trace  up  the  officer  responsible  for  the  taking  of 
his  property,  and  who  could  give  the  necessary 
voucher,  and  access  to  the  camps  was  always 
difficult,  at  times  impossible,  and  frequently 
attended  with  much  personal  hazard.  V\rhere 
proper  receipts  were  not  secured  the  effort  to 
supply  secondary  evidence  often  proved  futile 
because  of  the  fatalities  of  the  war,  and  the  dis- 
persion to  their  unknown  homes  and  changing 
residence  of  those  in  the  Army  who  were  per- 
sonally cognizant  of  the  taking  of  the  stores. 
The  practical  difficulties  besetting  a  sufferer, 
under  the  strictness  of  proof  required,  must 
be  apparent  with  but  little  reflection. 

The  needs,  for  instance,  of  an  army  of  a 
hundred  thousand  men  in  active  movement, 
for  food,  fuel,  forage,  shelter,  and  transporta- 
tion, brooked  no  delay.  After  a  forced  march, 
and  in  the  presence  of  an  active  enemy — 
assailing  perhaps  the  supply  trains — bivouack- 
ing on  its  arms  for  a  day,  or  a  night,  or  a 
week,  as  the  case  might  be,  there  was  little 
opportunity  for  the  **red  tape"  routine  that 
might  be  practicable  in  ''  the  pijping  times  of 
peace,"  when  morning  reports,  dress-parades, 
and  furbishing  buttons  chiefly  consume  the  time 
and  relieve  the  monotony  of  |;arrison  duty. 

The  three  memorable  campaigns,  with  hur- 
ried marches,  which  swept  over  western  Mary- 
land like  siroccos,  almost  in  the  same  track, 
and  were  marked  by  Antietam,  Monocacy. 
the  menace  of  the  national  capital  itself,  ana 
Gettysburg,  necessarily  involved  an  immense 
use  and  destruction  of  private  property. 


When  Lee  and  McGlellan  or  Lee  and  Meade 
were  confronting  each  other,  and  a  Stuart  and 
a  Mosby  were  chai]^ng  the  flank  pr  inter- 
cepting the  wagons,  was  the  cavalry  with  its 
jaded  horses  to  sit  motionless  in  their  saddles 
till  fresh  ones  could  be  regularly  brought  or 
impressed,  and  proper  receipts  given  ?  Were 
the  exhausted  and  famishing  infantry  to  lie 
shivering  in  the  gloom  on  the  cold  earth  till 
cord-wood,  as  known  to  the  regulations,  could 
be  procured  from  the  distant  wood-lot,  and 
vouchers  in  due  form  made  out?  Were  the 
starving  wagon  teams  to  be  hitched  passively 
at  the  way-side  till  the  owners  of  adjoining 

Easture  -fields  or  convenient  hay*  stacks  could  be 
unted  up  and  directed  to  let  down  the  bars? 

If  any  inexperienced  civilian  or  martinet 
can  complacently  respond  in  the  affirmative, 
not  so  would  reply  the  officers  and  men  who 
endured  the  rigors,  wants,  and  dangers  of 
active  service,  and  whom  you  sent  to  the  field. 
No ;  the  pressing  necessities  of  the  Army  re- 
(][uired  to  oe  at  once  supplied,  even  if  the  plow 
in  the  field  or  the  farm- team  on  the  way  to 
mill  were  bereft  of  horses;  though  fences 
furnished  the  only  ready  material  for  light  and 
fire,  or  ripening  grain  fields  were  the  only  ready 
pasturage. 

But  as  your  Army  imperatively  needed  these 
things,  and  appropriated  them,  you  are  bound 
to  see  to  it  that  the  damage  from  these  exac- 
tions is  not  borne  exclusively  by  those  individ- 
uals who  chanced  to  live  in  the  pathway  of 
your  troops  or  close  to  their  camping  grounds, 
and  whom  you  should  reimburse  trom  the  com- 
mon Treasury  of  that  Government  which  these 
troops  were  called  out  to  sustain. 

The  camping  of  such  an  Army  as  that  led 
by  McClellan  or  Meade  on  a  farm  for  even  a 
day  or  two  sufficed  to  destrov  it.  Many  a  fair 
homestead,  blooming  with  beauty,  luxuriant 
with  the  coming  harvest,  and  promising  a 
plenteous  retnm  to  the  toiling  owner,  was  trans- 
formed in  a  night  almost  into  a  desert.  The 
instances  are  not  few  in  which  the  destruction 
has  reduced  the  proprietors  and  tenants  of 
small  farms  to  the  verse  of  poverty ;  and  these 
losses  have  fallen  with  peculiar  hardship  on 
widows^  and  orphans,  whor  required  the  more 
carefnrhusbanaing  of  their  small  resources  to 
* '  make  both  ends'  meet. ' '  Especially  frequent 
are  such  cases  of  hardship  in  Montgomery 
county,  which  lies  within  the  shadow  of  the 
Dome  that  covers  us,  and  which  should  symbol- 
ize, the  moral  rectitude,  as  well  as  power,  size, 
and  aspirations  of  this  great  Republic.  While 
the  dusky  antipodes  of  Japan  can  open  the 
hand  of  your  bounty  in  mammoth  suosidies, 
and  the  outstretched  arms  of  Ethiopia  encircle 
you  in  welcome  embrace,  let  your  brethren  at 
the  door  at  least  have  justice. 

While  the  hand  of  war  pressed  heavily  on  all 
western  Maryland,  the  county  of  Montgomery 
particulary  suffered.  In  1860  she  owned  within 
her  borders  five  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-one  slaves,  worth  $2,500,000,  a  prop- 
"erty  in  which  her  people  had  invested  under 
the  solemn  recognition  and  sanction  of  the 
Constitution,  in  which  instrument  New  Eng- 
land had  secured,  as  one  of  the  conditions  of 
its  adoption,  against  southern  remonstrance, 
the  extension  of  the  slave  trade  till  1808. 

These  $2,600,000  of  property,  more  than 
a  fourth  of  her  entire  wealth,  you  forcibly 
consumed  in  jrour  holocaust  ef  freedom.  For 
this  she  is  urging  no  claim ;  but  as  you  lay  her 
under  tribute,  stripped  as  she  has  been,  equally 
with  other  portions  of  the  land,  to  support  the 
Government  and  pay  the  war  debt,  see  to  it 
that  she  suffers,  as  far  as  you  can  effect  it, 
only  her  fair  proportion  of  tne  actual  desola- 
tions and  ravages  of  the  war.  Equitably  con- 
sidered, every  exaction  from  a  citizen  for 
national  purposes  beyond  his  distributive 
share  of  the  common  burden  is  but  the  con- 
tribution of  a  trustee  or  agent^  which  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  good  conscience,  is  bound  to  reim- 
burse him. 


Bat  further,  not  only  is  the  relief  ain^ 
by  the  act  of  July  4,  1864,  too  narrow,  fir^ii 
limiting  the  compensation  to  each  artida 
taken  by  or  furnished  to  the  Army  u  ten 
appropriated  by  the  authority  of  anofBw; 
and  secondly,  in  restricting  the  proof  of  sack 
appropriation  to  written  official  endeDccof 
the  testimony  of  those  attached  to  the  Army 
or  in  the  employ  of  the  Govemmeot,  bat  \\  ii 
grossly  inadeauate  in  that  it  excludes  allebuos 
for  supplies  that  do  not  come  within  the  defi- 
nition, technicallv,  of  quartermaster's  stores" 
or  *'  subsistence,''  or  are  founded  on  "depre- 
dations''  or  the  damage,  as  soch,  to  propertr. 

Now,  it  might  ^irly  be  contended  taat  opos 
the  advent  of  an  army  which  practically  sapar 
sedes  or  suspends  the  ability  of  the  ordiui; 
civil  authorities  to  maintain  law  and  order  aad 
punish  oflEenders,  aod  renders  the  citiseo  pow- 
erless to  protect  his  property— expoong  hia 
indeed  to  personal  danger  firoin  8tnQliG| 
soldiery  if  ne  aitempta  itr— the  Oovenmeat, 
which  is  responsible  for  Che  presence  of  ibi 
armj,  is  responsible  for  all  the  connqneoeefi 
of  Its  acts  which  the  private  citiseo  by  oa 
reasonable  precautions  or  efforts  of  his  own 
can  prevent. 

But,  conceding  that  the  €k>veniment  shodd 
not  be  held  liable  for  losses  from  theft  sod 
unauthorized  depredations  as  commonly  u- 
derstood,  or  for  destruction  of  {property  wu- 
tonly  committed,  there  still  remains  &  class  i 
depredations  which,  while  perpetrated  with 
out  specific  orders,  and  not  literally  within  the 
denomination  of  ^' quartermaster's  storer"  or 
'*  subsistence,"  were  yet  committed  as  mad 
to  meet  the  necessary  wants  and  ezifeociesGt 
the  Army,  and  were  as  expressly  so  appliei 
as  any  supplies  techoically  recognised  as  ssd 

Examples  of  this  species  of  depredation  vt 
grain-fields  into  which  cavalrymen  aad  tess- 
sters  turned  their  famishing  horses,  and  fet^ 
ing  consumed  as  fuel  for  camp-fires.  Grow- 
ing  wheat  is  not  recognized  as  among *|qBar- 
ter master' s  stores  "  or  * '  sabsisteoce ;' '  nor 
sure  fences  that  have  been  burned  allowed  fc 
except  at  the  marketable  rate  of  cord-vood. 
How  inadequate  such  a  compensation,  to  cos 
mute  say,  twenty  panels  of  post  and  rail  teoe- 
ing,  worth  $1  60  per  panel,  as  a  cord  of  wood 
at  the  price  of  three  dollars;  and  yet  thbii 
the  rate  of  compensation  which  now  moca 
the  owner  who  seeks  relief  for  the  destruetit^s 
of  his  indosures  and  die  laying  open  of  bj 
farm  as  a  common  I  .  , 

But  not  even  this  meager  pittance  is  sTiii* 
able  if  the  fences  were  torn  down  to  admit  of 
free  passage  for  troops,  or  were  used  in  mski^ig 
breastworks.  And  there  is  further,  no  reu^: 
whatever  where  farms  have  been  seamed  over 
and  rendered  unfit  for  husbandry,  or  eveu 
occupation,  by  entrenchments  and  ditcbeii  (r 
were  made  the  sites  of  fortifications, -wv^j^ 
particularly  the  case  in  the  vicinity  of  na^^^ 
ington ;  where  too,  acres  upon  acres  ^^^^^' 
ble  groves  and  boaies  of  timber  were  felled  »s 
defensive  obstructions,  or  to  clear  the  r.ef 
and  prevent  surprise. 

Another  class  of  meritorious  claimants  a 
Maryland  are  those  interested  in  and  doio? 
business  in  connection  with  the  Baltimore  sf 
Ohio  railroad,  and  the  Chesapeake  aod  Uaw 
canal.  These  works  run  beside  the  Poto^ 
river,  along  which  the  war  raged  with  tspeoa 
fury.  Every  canal  boat  was  liable  to  6eiiB« 
for  the  transportation  of  troops  and  m}^ 
and  their  availability  for  such  oses  pecumi 
exposed  them  to  loss  and  destructioo. 

Still  another  class  of  sufferers  not  sufficiM 
provided  for  are  the  owners  of  churches.  «e 
insuries,  school-houses,  and  other  baildiBg*^^ 
were  occupied  sis  quarters  and  bW'j*^  J 
troops.  True,  such  occupation  *'*^  |?|^^ 
instances  paid  for  so  far  as  such  use  ^^^^^^ 
treated  as  a  mere  renting.  But  such  a 
of  payment  is  grossly  inadequate ;  for  » 
eludes  from  the  estimate  all  injury  m  ^^ 
of  ordinary  wear  and  tear,  while  the  bujld^V 
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were  often  bo  dismantled  and  rained  as  to  ren- 
der them  unfit,  except  at  heavy  outlay,  for 
their  original  purpose.  It  also  debars  from 
<!on8ideration  tne  incidental  injury  to  the  busi- 
ness connected  with  the  edifice,  sometimes  its 
•chief  element  of  value,  as  is  the  case  where 
institutions  of  learning  were  appropriated,  and 
the  scholars  were  necessarily  dispersed  to  their 
homes  or  other  places  of  tuition. 

There  is  one  particular  in  which  the  bill  I 
have  introduced  differs  from  the  law  estab- 
lishing the  southern  claims  commission,  and 
from  the  act  of  July  4,  1864.  In  the  first  of 
these  two  it  is  directed  that  the  commissioners 
in  coDsidering  the  claims  must  be  satisfied,  not 
oiily  of  their  justice  and  validity,  but  abo  of 
'*the  loyaU)F"ofthe claimant.  In  theact of  1864 
there  is  a  provision  similar  in  effect,  and  the 
Quartermaster  General  and  the  Commissary 
General  of  Subsistence,  in  their  respective 
departments,  are  made  the  tribunals  to  invest- 
igate and  determine  this  ouestion  of  loyalty. 
ui  the  bill  I  have  submittea  proof  is  required 
only  of  ^^  the  justice  and  validity  of  the  claim." 

This  may  be  regarded  as  a  material  omis- 
eion  by  the  majority  in  this  House ;  and  if  its 
disposition  is  such  that  no  additional  facili- 
ties will  be  accorded  to  claimants  unless  the 
qualification  referred  to  is  added,  I  would  su^* 

fest  that  the  bill  is  within  the  power  of  this 
[ottse  for  such  amendments  as  it  may  insist 
upon.  I  can  only  say  for  myself  that  in  the 
light  of  my  sworn  obligation  to  support  the 
Constitution  as  I  understand  that  funoamental 
charter  alike  of  our  powers  and  of  the  rights 
of  the  citizen,  I  could  not  recognize  in  any 
legislation  of  mv  offering  a  discrimination  so 
fsJae  in  principle,  so  i>erDiciotts  in  ezample^ 
and  so  unjust  in  operation. 

The  genius  and  safeguard  of  republican 
institutions  is  freedom  of  opinion  and  account* 
ability  only  for  actual  deeds  to  rightfully  es- 
tablished law.  In  that  view,  and  providing 
for  both  as  inevitable  and  desirable  in  a  coun- 
try intended  to  be  free,  the  fullest  liberty  of 
thought  and  conviction,  the  framers  of  our 
organic  law  took  care  to  define  in  what  treason 
sboald  consist: 

**  Treason  against  the  United  States  shall  consist 
only  in  levying  war  against  them,  or  in  adheriog  to 
their  enemies,  givini^  them  aid  and  comfort.  xTo 
person  shall  be  conTioted  of  treason  nnless  on  the 
testimony  of  two  witnesees  to  the  same  overt  act,  or 
on  confeaeion  in  open  court."— CTaiteot  SiaiM  OanaH" 
tutioH,  article  3  section  S. 

rHsloyalty  is  not  taken  cognizance  of  until 
it  shall  have  assumed  form  and  expression  in 
a  tangible  or  overt  act.  And  whether  such 
overt  act  has  been  committed  is  to  be  determ* 
ined  only  bv  that  tribunal  provided  by  the 
Constitution  for  that  purpose.    It  declares : 

**  The  trial  of  ail  crimes,  ezeept  in  cases  of  im* 

Seaohment,  shall  be  by  Jury."— UMMfiftUton,  article 
,  secticyi  2. 

And  further : 

**  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital 
or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  onless  on  a  present- 
ment or  indictment  of  a  grand  jary.''  «  «  • 
*■  "  Nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property, 
nrithoat  due  procew  of  law;  nor  shall  private  prop- 
erty be  taken  for  public  use,  without  Just  compen- 
sation."-—^m«iirfiiM*U  to  (hnttUution,  article  5. 

**  In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  acoosed  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the 
•rinae  shall  have  been  committed^  which  district 
I  hail  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and 
to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accu- 
ia.tion  ;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  a^^ainst 
lim;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining 
pritneeses  in  his  favor,  and  to  have  the  assistance 
>r  counsel  for  his  defense."—- AmeiuiiiMiil  to  Oon- 
rti tuition,  article  6. 

**  The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  declare  the 
>uTiiBbmeot  of  treason,  but  no  attainder  of  treason 
tiAll  work  corruption  of  blood,  or  forfeiture,  except 
luring  the  life  of  the  person  attainted."— tAm«(t<tt- 
»o9«.  article  3,  sections. 

*  *  1^0  bill  of  attainder,  or  ex  poat  facto  law.  shall  be 
massed."— CbfMiifWion,  article  1.  section  0. 


Now,  it  is  an  established  principle  of  con- 
traction, that  what  cannot  be  directly  done 
AD  sot  be  done  indirectly. 

Since,  therefore,  the  Constitution  has  de* 
med  the  constituents  and  offense  of  treason, 


and  has  prescribed  the  mode  by  which  the  guilt 
of  its  perpetrator  shall  be  established,  it  is,  to 
my  apprehension,  a  violation  of  that  instru* 
ment  to  impute  that  offense  when  anv  of  the 
ingredients  which  it  spedfies  are  lacking ;  or 
to  try  and  in  e£fect  convict  on  practically 
what  is  an  accusation  of  treason,  in  a  mode 
other  than  that  which  it  has  ordained. 

Tested  by  the  above-recited  requirements 
of  the  Constitution,  how  unwarranted  and 
illegal  is  a  private  accusation  of  disloyalty, 
unaccompanied  by  specific  charges,  to  usurp 
the  functions  of  a  jury  and  invest  them  in  the 
Quartermaster  General  for  its  determination, 
and  then,  as  is  the  practice  in  his  department, 
investigate  the  charge  in  the  absence  of  the 
accused,  in  a  secret,  ex  parte  proceeding, 
without  opportunity  to  the  party  charged  to 
confront  the  witnesses,  and  even,  indeed,  as 
is  generally  the  case,  without  being  able  to 
ascertain  who  they  are.  Could  there  be  a 
more  flagrant  and  dangerous  violation  of  all 
the  safeguards  of  private  rights? 

But,  further.  Assuming  a  charge  of  dis- 
loyalty, and  so  preferred,  to  be  a  proper  one, 
the  quartermaster  an  appropriate  tribunal  to 
try  it,  a  secret  investigation  by  concealed  wit- 
nesses legitimate,  and  the  guilt  of  the  accused 
established,  it  by  no  means  follows  that  you 
have  the  right  to  deprive  him  of  his  property, 
and  to  an  extent  dependent  on  and  having  no 
limits  but  the  necessities  of  the  Army  as  the 
penalty  of  such  guilt.  However  plausible  the 
*'plea  of  necessity"  for  confiningj  his  person 
in  the  exigencies  of  war  and  within  the  range 
of  martial  authority,  you  have  no  right  to 
work  a  forfeiture  of  his  estate  by  withholding 

Eayment  for  the  property  you  have  deprived 
im  of.     The  constitutional  injunction  still 
remains : 

"  Nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public 
use  without  just  compensation." 

Among  all  the  penalties  yon  have  prescribed 
in  your  statute  law  against  the  traitor,  the 
murderer,  the  pirate,  and  the  robber,  commen- 
cing with  theact  of  1790,  chapter  nine,  enacted 
in  pursuance  of  the  constitutional  power  to 
Congress  to  define  the  punishment  of  treason 
and  other  crimes,  this  prohibition  has  been  re- 
spected. By  that  very  act,  in  section  twenty- 
four,  still  in  full  force,  and  but  a  reaffirmance 
of  the  constitutional  injunction,  it  is  declared 
that— 


No  conviction  or  judgment  for  any  capital  or 

f  Dlood  < 
forfeiture  of  estate." 


other  offenses  shall  work  corruption  of 


or  any 


Chief  Justice  Story,  that  champion  of  Fed- 
eral poirer,  on  page  180  of  his  Commentary  on 
the  Constitution,  in  eulogizing  the  wisdom 
and  expediency  of  the  clauses  prohibiting  bills 
of  attainder  and  forfeiture  of  estate,  remarks, 
(and  the  quotation  has  great  pertinence :) 

"The  history  of  other  countries  abundantly 
proves  that  one  of  the  strong  incentives  to  prose- 
cute offenses  as  treason,  has  been  the  chance  of 
sharing  in  the  plunder  of  the  victims.  Rapacity 
has  been  thus  stimulated  to  exert  itself  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  most  corrupt  tyranny :  and  tyranny  has 
been  thus  famished  with  new  opportunity  of  in- 
dulging its  malignity  and  revenge ;  of  gratifying  it« 
envy  of  the  rich  and  good ;  and  of  increasing  its 
means  to  reward  favorites  and  secure  retainers  for 
the  worst  deeds." 

And  on  page  289  he  continues : 

"The  injustice  and  ini<|aity  of  such  acts  in  gen- 
eral constitute  an  irresistible  argument  against  the 
existence  of  the  power.  In  a  free  Government  it 
would  be  intolerable,  and  in  the  hands  of  a  reigning 
faction  it  might  be,  and  probably  would  be,  abusea 
to  the  ruin  and  death  of  the  most  virtuous  citisens. 
Bills  of  this  sort  have  been  most  usually  passed  in 
England  in  times  of  rebellion,  or  gross  subserviency 
to  the  Crown,  or  of»violent  political  excitements: 
periods  in  whieh  all  nations  are  most  liable  (as  well 
the  free  as  enslaved)  to  forget  their  duties  and  to 
trample  upon  the  rights  anu  liberties  of  others." 

By  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare,  private 
property  even  in  an  enemy's  country  is  re- 
spected. In  his  triumphant  march  to  the  city 
of  Mexico,  the  fiimous  Scott  added  to  bis 
laurels  by  his  scrupulous  observance  of  the 
rule.  And  more  recently  the  king  of  Prnssiay 
with  the  rich  prize  of  France  at  uis  feet,  ob- 


served the  obligation  to  compensate  the  pri- 
vate citizen  for  such  of  his  property  as  his 
army  required. 

Surely  what  the  laws  of  war  would  secure 
to  a  private  enemy  should  be  accorded  to  our 
own  citizens,  especially  when  there  is  super- 
added to  the  spirit  of  international  equity  the 
express  command  of  our  own  organic  law. 

I  might  add  that,  because  there  is  required 
in  behalf  of  claimants  in  the  seceded  States 
under  the  southern  claims  commission  proof 
of  their  loyalty,  it  furnishes  no  just  precedent 
for  such  a  requirement  when  dealing  with  the 
citissens  of  States  that  remained  in  the  Union. 
The  confederacy  sustained  the  character  of  a 
belligerent,  and  this  fact  devolved  on  all  ita  citi- 
zens all  the  political  consequences  of  such  a 
relation.  In  the  eye  of  international  law  its  citi  - 
zens  were  all  constructively,  at  least,  alien  ene- 
mies. It  is  an  act  of  grace,  therefore,  for  the 
Government  to  permit  them  to  remove  this 
prima /acts  character;  and  any  terms  on  which 
that  benefit  can  be  attained  is  in  the  nature  of 
privilege.  Not  so  with  citizens  of  the  Union. 
The  presumption  that  they  were  all  true  to  the 
Government  as  properly  applies  to  them  as 
the  presumption  to  the  contrary  applies  to  the 
citizens  of  the  South.  It  is  a  presumption 
that  unites  with  the  other  valuable  presump- 
tion which  hedges  the  liberty  of  the  citizen 
that  he  is  supposed  innocent  till  proven  by  a 
lawfully  constituted  tribunal  to  be  otherwise. 
The  act  of  1864  violates  these  fundamental 
safeguards  and  assumes  every  man  to  be  a 
traitor  till  he  proves  the  negative  that  he  is 
innocent.  Such  an  act  is  at  once  humiliatiug 
to  the  pride  and  subversive  of  the  rights  of  the 
American  citizen. 

But  I  wish  it  understood  that  in  thus  assail- 
ing Uiis  requirement  of  loyalty  and  its  manner 
ofproof,  I  do  not  concede  that  the  claimants 
for  whom  I  feel  interested  are  in  fact  obnox- 
ious to  the  charge  of  bein£[  disloyal.  I  have 
been  dealing  «i£  the  principles  involved  only. 
Doubtless  someoftheseclaimanto  disapproved 
the  course  of  the  Government  in  ita  war  with 
the  South,  but  so  did  Lord  Chatham  that  of 
England  in  ita  war  of  the  Revolution  with  us ; 
so  did  Corwin,  of  Ohio,  of  ours  in  our  war 
with  Mexico ;  and  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
right  and  duty  of  an  American  citizen  to  ap- 
prove or  disapprove  the  acta  of  his  own  Gov- 
ernment, which  is  but  his  representative  and 
agent,  do  not  apply  to  questions  of  war  as  well 
as  of  peace.  I  know,  of  no  class  of  men  whose 
especial  prerogative  it  is  to  dictate  a  policy  of 
any  kind  for  the  Government  unquestioned  by 
their  fellows. 

But  whatever  the  sentiments  of  these  claim- 
ants, they  were  held  to  and  performed  all 
their  political  duties  and  obligations  as  citi- 
zens of  the  Union.  They  were  subjected  to 
military  service,  and  their  property  has  borne 
ita  full  share  of  taxation,  while  suffering  more 
than  most  others  the  ravages  of  war.  The 
fact  is,  manv  if  not  most  of  these  claimants, 
so  far  from  being  disloyal,  were  in  fact  in  full 
accord  with  the  Government  in  ita  war  for  the 
preservation  of  the  Union.  They  are,  never- 
theless, hampered  with  obstacles  to  obtaining 
adequate  redress,  which  my  bill  is  designed  to 
remove.  But  some  of  these,  entitled  to  the 
meager  relief  now  attainable,  I  believe  have 
been  actually  thwarted  by  insinuations  against 
their  fidelity  to  the  Union  from  superservice- 
able  and  vindictive  miscreanta,  who  have  so 
safe  and  inviting  a  field  for  the  wreaking  of 
private  malice  in  the  secret  and  irresponsible 
method  of  receiving  proof  of  disloyalty  in  the 
Departmenta. 

It  will  be  ot^served  that  I  have  made  no 
provision  in  my  bill  for  compensation  for 
fosses  inflicted  bv  confederate  troops.  These 
claims  are  doubtless  entitled  to  consideration, 
and  I  have  not  included  them  only  because  I 
feared  te  jeopardize  favorable  action  upon 
claims  whose  right  to  liquidation  cannot  be 
fairly  disputed  by  uniting  with  them  those  in 
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regard  to  which  some  might  be  disposed  to 
cavil.  I  shall  be  much  gratified,  however,  if 
the  gentlemaa  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  B.  F. 
MfiTERs]  shall  succeed  in  incorporating  into 
my  bill  an  amendment  looking  to  their  adjust- 
ment also. 

What  he  a  few  days  ago  so  ably  said  in 
behalf  of  the  recognition  of  losses  inflicted 
on  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  by  confede- 
rate troops  in  the  burning  of  Ghambersburg 
and  on  other  occasions,  applies  with  at  least 
equal  force  to  the  losses  inflicted  by  the  same 
troops  in  Maryland.  The  city  of  Frederick 
was  compelled  to  pay  a  ransom  of  $200,000. 
Hagerstown,  Middletown,  and  other  places 
along  the  route  of  invasion  were  proportion- 
ately levied  on. 

We  were  thus  treated,  in  the  exercise  of 
their  character  as  belligerents,  as  part  of  the 
common  enemy.  Since,  by  reason  of  this 
community  of  interest,  we  were  made  to  bear 
more  than  our  proportion  of  losses,  that  same 
community  of  interest  raises  the  obligation  on 
the  rest  of  the  Country  to  equalize  the  bur* 
den.  It  was  as  a  component  part  of  the 
Union  we  were  made  to  sufifer,  and  common 
cause  should  be  made  with  us  for  our  resti- 
tution by  other  States  of  the  Union,  which, 
only  by  reason  of  being  more  remote,  expe- 
rienced less  of  the  shock  of  war,  and,  happily, 
were  more  exempt  from  its  ravages.  More- 
over, as  ably  argued  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  the  duty  of  protection  by  the 
Government  is  correlative  to  that  of  allegiance 
from  the  people. 

By  the  Constitution  it  is  stipulated  that  in 
consideration  of  the  States  having  yielded  the 
right  of  maintaining  armies  for  their  own  de- 
fense *Hhe  United  States  shall  protect  each 
of  them  from  invasion. '^  When  this  obliga- 
tion failed  of  performance,  the  equitable  claim 
arose  to  the  approximate  equivalent  instead 
of  indemnity  for  the  losses  consequent  on  such 
failure  or  default.  And  as  the  Government  is 
abundantly  able  to  afibrd  this  reparation,  in- 
demnity, or  relief,  as  you  may  be  pleased  to 
term  it,  it  would  seem  but  reasonable  and  just 
to  grant  it. 

I  now  commit  the  whole  subject  for  the 
present  to  the  reflection  of  the  House,  with 
the  decided  hope  that  it  will,  before  the  ses- 
sion closes,  take  favorable  action. 

The  fair  form  of  peace  has  returned  to  brood 
over  the  land,  the  bright  and  beautiful  spirit 
of  amnesty  is  hastening  to  her  side ;  let  the 
more  homely  but  not  less  esteemed  features 
of  fair  dealing  complete  the  group. 

Mr.  LEACH  submitted  remarks  which  will 
be  pablished  in  the  Appendix. 

REVIVAL  OF   FORBIQN  COMHEKCU. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  have  printed  in  the  Globe  some  remarks 
which  I  have  prepared  on  the  revival  of  for- 
eign commerce. 

There  was  no  objection  ;  and  leave  to  print 
was  granted.     [See  Appendix.] 

INDIAN  AFFAIRS   IN  ARIZONA. 

Mr.  McCOBMICK,  of  Arizona,  addressed 
the  House  on  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs  in 
the  Territory  of  Arizona,  in  remarks  which 
will  be  published  in  the  Appendix. 

MESSAGE   FROM  THE  SENATE. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Symp- 
soN,  one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that  Mr. 
OsBORX  had  been  appointed,  in  place  of  Mr. 
Thvrmax,  excused,  a  manager  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  in  the  conference  ordered  upon  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  of  the  House  (H.  li.  No-  1866)  for  the 
relief  of  Mrs.  Frances  A.  McKiuney. 

PRIVILEGES  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  PRINTING. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Mr.  Speaker,  on  Tuesday, 
the  9th  instant,  I  reported  back  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  as  a  substitute  for  two 
resolutions  which  bad  been  referred  to  that 
committee,  a  bill  that  provided,  first,  for  the 


printing  of  the  reports  of  the  Commissioners 
of  Agriculture  and  Education ;  second,  for  the 
distribution  and  sale  of  said  documents  through 
the  Post  Oflice  J>epartment ;  third,  for  the  dis- 
tribution and  sale,  in  like  manner,  of  such  other 
documents  as  Congress  might  hereafter  by  con* 
current  resolution  specifically  direct  These 
were  the  main  features  of  the  bill.  It  provided 
for  printing  the  reports  and  for  their  distribu- 
tion. The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
Randall]  objected  that  the  bill  did  not  be- 
long to  the  class  of  reports  which  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  was  authorized  to  make 
at  any  time,  and  the  Speaker  decided  that  it 
did'  not.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  from  the 
Globe. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"The  Speaker.  This  bill  comee  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  bat  it  is  not,  therelore,  a  priv- 
ileged report.  The  Committee  on  rrintingis  author- 
ized to  report  at  any  time,  but  only  upon  matters  of 
printing. 

"  Mr.  Beatty.  This  is  upon  matters  of  printing, 
and  is  a  substitute  for  two  resolutions  sent  to  tho 
committee. 

*'  The  Speaker.  It  does  not  follow  because  a  res- 
olution in  the  momiDg  hour  of  Monday  may  be  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  Printing  that  that  carries  with 
it  the  privilege  of  reporting  at  any  time.  In  order 
to  expedite  the  business  of  the  House  the  Committee 
on  Printing  is  authorised  to  report  at  any  time  on 
matters  of  piinting,  but  that  does  not  carry  with  it 
the  right  of  reporting  matters  which  change  the 
statute  law  of  tho  country.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Beatty]  will  see  the  distinction. 

"Mr.  Beatty.  I  do  not  know  that  this  changes 
the  law.    It  simply  adds  to  the  law. 

"Tho  Speaker.  When  the  Chairspeaks  of  chang- 
ing the  law,  he  has  reference  to  anything  which  is 
independent  legislation.  The  distinction  is  obvious, 
of  course,  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

"  Mr.  Beatty.  The  bill  simply  provides  for  pub- 
lishing and  distributing  certain  documents. 

"The  Speaker.  It  is  such  a  bill  as  might  come 
from  the  Committee  on  tho  Post  Office  and  Poet 
Roads,  or  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  or 
from  any  one  of  several  committees.  It  would  come 
in  as  ordinary  legislation  from  any  of  those  com- 
mittees, and  it  could  not  derive  any  kind  of  privi- 
lege from  having  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  The  i^entleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Beatty] 
asks  that  this  bill  be  printed  and  recommitted  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  not  to  be  broUghtback 
by  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

/'Mr.  Beatty.  Have  I  not  the  right  to  have  the 
bill  considered  now? 

"The  Speaker.  The  gentleman  has  not  that  right, 
if  iho  point  of  order  is  made  on  it;  beoaase  he  has 
not  the^ight  to  report  it  as  a  privileged  bill. 

"  Mr.  Beatty.  Will  the  Chair  have  the  rule  read 
which  excludes  this  bill  from  thept'ivileges  accorded 
to  the  committee? 

"  The  Speaker.  Rule  101  is  that '  it  shall  be  in 
order  for  tho  Committee  on  Printing  to  report  at 
any  time.'  That  has  been  always  neld  to  refer 
entirely  to  matters  of  printing. 

"  Mr.  Beatty.    Ana  this  is  a  matter  of  printing. 

"  The  Speaker.  Tho  geiUleman  does  not  seem  to 
perceive  the  distinction.  For  instance,  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  is  authorised  to  report  at  any 
timo,  but  a  general  bill  regarding  the  time  at  which 
members  of  Congress  shall  be  elected  throughout 
the  country  would  appropriately  come  from  the 
Committee  of  Elections,  but  would  not  be  a  privi- 
leged report;  they  would  have  to  report  it  when 
called.  Bo,  while  the  gentleman's  committee  is 
privileged  to  report  on  any  order  of  the  House  in 
relation  to  printing,  itis  not  {privileged  to  report  upon 
matters  of  general  legislation  at  any  time.    The 

Srinciple  is  not  a  new  one ;  it  has  been  uniformly 
eld  so. 

"Mr.  Beatty.  Well,  I  am  unable  to  see  it, 
although  it  may  be  all  right. 

"  Mr.  Randall.  The  Committee  of  Elections  of 
the  last  Congress  always  understood  that  to  be  the 
limit  of  our  privilege. 

"  The  Speaker.  It  is  not  a  new  decision :  it  is 
the  view  which  has  always  been  taken,  and  one 
without  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  proceed 
with  the  business  of  the  House. 

"  The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2252)  was  then  by  unanimous 
consent  read  a  first  and  second  time,  recommitted 
to  the  committee,  and  ordered  to  be  printed,  not  to 
be  brought  back  by  a  motion  to  reconsider." 

Mr.  BEATTY.  The  Speaker  in  his  ruling 
affirms : 

1.  That  it  does  not  follow,  because  a  resolu- 
tion is  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
that  it  carries  with  it  the  privilege  of  reporting 
at  any  time. 

2.  That  Uule  101,  which  reads  as  follows, 
'*  It  shall  be  in  order  for  the  Committee  on 
Priotine  to  report  at  any  time,''  has  been 
always  neld  to  refer  entirely  to  matters  of 
printing. 

8.  That  the  rule  which  governs  the  Com- 


mittee of  Electiona  is  identically  tbe  nas  i 
that  which  governs  the  Committee  oo  Priei 
ing,  and  as  the  former  cannot  report  a  ftoai 
bin  at  any  time  it  foUowe  that  the  UttercaQe& 

4.  That  the  principle  invol? ed  io  tlie  niisg 
is  not  new,  but  has  been  uniformlj  hM  so. 

To  all  of  which  I  very  respec^ilT  ub 
exception. 

Rule  101  reads :  *'  It  shall  be  in  order  h 
the  Committee  on  Printing  to  report  at  ssj 
ti me. "  Appended  to  this  in  BarcUy  is  ih kl- 
lowing:  ^^And  the  right  to  report  at  asr 
time  carries  with  ii  the  right  to  cooad«r  te^ 
matter  when  reported.  (Journal  first  sesG» 
Thirty- Second  Congress,  page  196.)-'  Ncv. 
on  what  has  this  committee  the  right  ts  n- 
port  at  any  time  7  On  any  bill  or  renlstbo 
properly  referred  to  it.  The  law,  the  role^, ud 
the  usages  of  the  House  make  the  sofa^  of 
the  distribution  of  documents  jnsttsBMkft 
matter  for  the  consideration  of  the  comniiie 
as  that  of  printing ;  the  two  subjects  arc 
connected  in  three  fourths  of  the  m(ki  "U 
referred  to  the  committee.  Bat  these  in  bsi 
the  only  subjects  which  the  committee  uj 
properly  consider.  Any  resoludoa  rtktiDgti 
oindiog,  to  the  purchase  of  p«per  or  sot.- 
rial  used  in  the  Crovemment  PriaiingOfice^tx 
any  resolution  relating  to  the  maDsgoMii 
of  that  office,  or  any  resolutioa  to  proTidi 
for  the  purchase  of  books,  or  for  the  diitiv 
bution  of  books  already  printed,  the  e>x- 
mittee  may  consider  and  report  on  by  geseal 
bill  or  concurrent  resolution  at  tny  tiat 
The  committee  has  the  right  to  report  it  ui 
time  upon  any  subject  which  the  House  U:* 
right  to  refer  to  it,  and  the  right  of  tiie  ce« 
mittee  to  report  is  jnst  as  unrestricted  asd 
absolute  as  the  right  of  the  House  to  itf«'> 

The  Speaker  was  in  error  whea  he  diiaci 
that  the  Committee  of  Elections  were  sn^ 
ized  to  report  at  any  time.  They  m  cot 
80  authorized.  All  questions  relating  to  ^ 
right  of  a  member  to  his  seat  are  held  to 
be  questions  of  privilege,  and  hence  lab 
precedence  of  other  business.  TfaeCooai^ 
tee  of  Elections  can  report  at  any  time  a^ 
on  a  matter  relating  to  the  right  of  s  acs* 
her  to  his  seat,  and  when  they  report  sk>: 
cases,  they  do  so,  not  under  a  role  wbtt 
says  they  may  report  at  any  time,  bot  node 
one  which  declares  that  a  question  rel&iiog  u 
the  right  of  a  member  to  his  scst  is  ose  & 
highest  privilege.  To  that  extent  onlTir? 
they  authorised  to  report  at  any  time,  sid  "^ 
one  could  by  poasibility  infer  from  lbs  nles 
that  they  were  privileged  to  report  a  f^ 
bill.  The  limit  in  the  case  is  prescribed  la 
plain  terms. 

The  right  of  the  Commilt«e  on  Apprflpra 
tions  to  report  at  any  time  is  limited  to  certain 
bills  specifically  referred  to  in  the  ra»^.^; 
which  must  be  first  considered  in  Coffloia** 
of  the  Whole. 

Rule  161  gives  the  Committee  of  Ways  sc- 
Means  leave  to  report  bills  relating  to  n^H 
revenue  and  providing  ways  and  means  for  L.J 
support  of  the  Government  at  auj  u^y^ 
commitment.  Here  we  find  a  restrictionii&>. 
they  are  not  permitted  to  report  to  tbe  m^ 
at  any  time  for  consideration,  hot  m^i^^ 
commitment  to  the  Committee  of  tbe  ttl>««; 

It  cannot  be  affirmed,  therefore,  thatbecw^ 
the  Committee  of  Elections,  Appropn«Bo» 
or  Ways  and  Means  are  not  allowed  nnaji 
the  rules  which  govern  them  to  do  cert» 
things,  that  it  follows  that  a  comniitt«,«^ 
ing  under  an  enUrely  different  nile,B»rj^ 
do  them.    That  would  be  like  aaymg  iw»  ^ 
cause  the  Committee  on  Pensions  wo^J,^; 
report  at  any  time,  it  followed  that  tw  t^ 
mittee  on  Enrolled  Bills  could  not.   Be  m-' 
is  bad.  ,.,,,«. 

Having  said  this  much,  I  desire  to  call  su^ 
tion  to  certein  facta  which  go  to  shot  pn^ 
conclusively  that  the  Speaker  erred  »°?V, 
declared  that  •»  the  principle"  inwlvedia^ 
rnlinf  "  is  not  a  new  one  j  it  bw  been  oarfow 
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held  80."  I  send  to  the  Clerk  the  Globe 
cootninin^  proceedings  of  the  first  session  of 
the  Thirtieth  Congress,  and  ask  him  to  read 
the  paragraphs  marked  on  page  1081.  I  call 
special  attention  to  the  point  of  order  made  by 
Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  and  to  the  ruling  of 
Speaker  Winthrop,  to  the  appeal  taken,  and 
to  the  fact  that  the  Speaker  was  sustained  by 
the  Honse. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"  Mr.  CoNQiB.  from  tho  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  the  following  reaolation : 

'  Retolvedt  dke,.  That  the  joint  Committee  on 
Printing  be»  and  the^  are  hereby,  anthoriied  to  sit 
durioff  the  receas  of  Congrew  in  order  to  carry  out 
the  intention  of  the  joint  reeolntion  directing  the 
manner  tffproeuring  the  printing  for  the  two  Uoases 
of  CongreM,  approved  AagiMtd,  1846:  Providtdt  That 
uo  pay  be  allowed  for  anything  beyond  the  aotaal 
necessary  traveling  expenses  of  said  committee  in 
ooining  to  and  returning  from  the  capital  in  per- 
form aooe  of  the  duties  of  said  committee,  and  the 
usual  per  diem  while  thus  engaged. 
"[Great  disorder  and  excitements] 
"  Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  made  the  point  of  order 
(hat  the  report  was  not  in  order,  the  privilege 
given  to  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  report  at 
any  time,  being  confined  to  the  ordinary  routine 
of  their  duties,  the  question  of  the  propriety  of 
printing  documenta,  their  nature  and  eharaoter, 
&c.,  did  not  authorise  them  to  make  such  a  report. 
"  Mr.  G.  J.  Irgbrsoll  denied  the  power  of  the 
House  to  communicate  any  such  authority  as  was 
proposed.    There  was  no  such  power  in  Congress. 

**  The  SrSAKBB  stated  that  the  rule  of  the  House 
provided  that, the  Committee  on  Printing  might 
report  at  any  time. 

"Mr.  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  appealed  from  the  decision, 
and  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  appeal. 

"Mr.  Henley  asked  the  gentleman  to  withdraw 
the  appeal  for  a  moment,  and  allow  him  to  say  a 
word.  He  thought  he  could  convince  the  gentleman 
in  a  moment  that  the  report  should  be  adopted. 
"  Mr.  Cobb  declined  to  withdraw. 
"The  Clerk  read  the  rule  which  authorises  the 
Committee  on  Printing  to  report  at  any  time. 

The  Spkakbb  stated  the  question.  The  Chair  un- 
.lorstood  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to  claim  for 
the  Bpeaker  the  discretionary  power  to  say  what 
character  of  reports  the  Committee  on  Printing  might 
uiake  under  their  general  leave  to  report  at  any 
time.  The  Chair  overruled  the  point  of  order,  and 
diaclatmed  any  such  power.  The  rule  was  express 
that  the  Committee  on  Printing  might  report  at  any 
time,  without  reference  to  the  nature  or  character 
of  the  report." 

ilr.  BEATTY.  Now  I  will  ask  the  Clerk 
to  read  from  pages 511  and  612,  Globe,  second 
session  Thirty- First  Congress,  1851,  and  call 
special  attention  to  the  fact  that  Speaker 
Cobb  was  the  same  gentleman  who,  in  1848, 
aippcaled  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair  when 
{precisely  the  same  point  was  in  controversy, 
and  to  the  farther  fact  that  his  ruling  was 
sustained  by  the  House. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"  Imdemnity  to  tht  Public  Printer. 

"  Mr.  McWiLtiB  said:  I  rise  to  a  privileged  ques- 
tion. I  am  instructed  by  the  Committee  on  Printing 
to  make  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  Thomas 
Kitehie  in  reference  to  the  public  printing,  askin(r 
lor  a  settlement  of  his  accounts  for  the  printing  ox 
the  present  Congress,  at  a  reduction  of  fifty  per  cent, 
from  the  price  of  1810.  I  submit  the  report,  and  ask 
tbnt  it  may  be  read. 

"  Mr.  BuBT  said :  I  rise  to  a  point  of  order.  I  sub- 
mit that  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  a  private  indi- 
1,'idual  is  not  a  matter  of  privilege;  the  Committee 
>n  Printing  have  not  a  right  to  submit  the  report  aa 
■%  privileged  motion  over  the  reports  of  other  com- 
mittees of  tho  House. 

'*  Tho  Spbakeb.  The  Chair  overrules  the  point  of 
>rder  m^e  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina. 
(*ho  rules  of  the  House  authorise  the  Committee  on 
[printing,  without  restriction,  to  report  at  any  time. 
Pbo  Chuir  will  state  that  this  question  was  raised 
laring  the  Inst  Congress,  and  was  overruled  by  the 
.^rojfidins  Ofiicer  of  the  House  at  that  time. 

**  Mr.  Burt.  I  would  ask  the  Chair  to  state  what 
hat  report  was.  If  there  is  no  precedent.  I  oer- 
iiinly  ehall  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

"The  Spbakeb.  The  case  alluded  to  by  the  Chair 
was  not  a  report  on  the  memorial  of  a  private  Indi- 
vid aal  in  relation  to  the  public  printing.  The  Chair 
fcow  recoHeets  that  the  question  of  order  was  raised 
>  n  an  application  on  the  part  of  the  committee  to 
p  point  a  clerk  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  or  some 
etch  matter  as  that.  The  decision  of  the  Chair  is 
» laced  upon  the  ground  that  the  rules  of  the  Honse 
uthorizo  tho  Committee  on  Printing  to  report  at 
ny  time,  without  any  restriction  as  to  the  subjeet- 
satter  further  than  that  itshall  be  a  legitimate  mat- 
rsr  before  them  for  their  consideration.  The  Chair, 
I  lerefore,  rules  this  report  to  be  in  order  under  the 
ai lee  of  the  House. 

**AIr.  Bdrt.  I  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the 
'liair.  and  I  ask  that  the  report  be  read,  that  the 
Louse  may  see  whether  it  relates  to  a  matter  of  pub- 
o  baetneeis  or  to  the  relief  of  a  private  individual. 

**  Mr.  McLams,  of  Maryland.   I  desire  with  the 
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permission  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that  a  sim- 
ilar resolution  was  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and  received 
as  a  priviiogcd  motion, 

**The  Spkakeb,  Debate  is  not  in  order.  The 
gentleman  from  Mississippi  [Mr.  MoWillix]  rises 
and  proposes  to  make  a  report,  from  the  Committee 
on  Public  Printing,  of  a  joint  resolution  for  the  re- 
lief of  Thomas  Ritchie  on  the  subject  of  the  public 
printing,  the  report  being  founded,  as  stated  oy  the 

fentleman  from  Mississippi,  on  a  memorial  from  the 
'ublic  Printer.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina [Mr.  Bvbt]  submits,  as  a  point  of  order,  that 
under  the  rules  of  the  Home  the  gentleman  from 
Mississippi  is  not  entitled  to  make  this  report  aa  a 
privileged  question.  The  Chair  overrules  the  point 
of  order  upon  the  ^ound  that  the  twenty-first  rule 
of  the  House  provides  that  it  shall  be  in  order  for  the 
Committee  on  Printing  to  report  at  any  time.  The 
rule  places  no  restriction  whatever  upon  the  subject- 
matter  to  be  reported:  and  in  the  opinion  ot  the 
Chair  it  is  limited  only  to  the  fact  whether  or  not 
the  subject  be  legitimately  before  that  committee. 

"  Mr.  TooMBS.    Is  the  appeal  debatable  ? 

"TheSrsAKSR.    It  is  not. 

"Mr.  BiTBT.  I  desire  that  the  Speaker  should 
inform  the  House  whether  I  am  right  in  my  suppo- 
sition that  under  the  rules,  although  tho  committee 
may  be  authorized  to  report  as  a  matter  of  privilege, 
it  is  for  the  House  to  determine  whether  tho  matter 
reported  by  that  committee  may  be  a  matter  of 
privilege. 

"The  Speaker.    Tho  Chair  docs  not  exactly  com - 

Srehend  the  suggestion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
outh  Carolina.  Tho  Chair  bases  his  decision  upon 
the  ground  that  tho  rules  of  the  House  provide  that 
the  Committee  on  Printing  may  report  at  any  time. 
They  oan  report  at  any  time  upon  such  matters  as 
are  legitimately  before  them. 

**Mr.  Obr  asked  that  the  thirtieth  juint  rule  might 
be  read. 

"The  Clerk  read  the  thirtieth  rule  as  follows : 

*"The  committee,  consisting  of  three  members 
of  the  Senate  and  three  members  of  tho  House  of 
Representatives,  shall  bo  chosen  by  their  respective 
Houses,  which  shall  constitute  a  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, which  shall  have  power  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  maybe  deemed  necessary  to  remedy  any  neglect 
or  delay  on  the  part  of  the  contractor  to  execute  the 
work  ordered  by  Congress,  and  to  make  a  pro  rata 
in  the  compensation  allowed  or  to  refuse  the  work 
altogether  should  it  be  inferior  to  the  standard,  and 
in  all  cases  the  contractor  and  his  securities  shall  be 
responsible  for  any  increased  expenditure  conse- 
quent upon  the  non-performance  of  the  con ti act. 
The.committee  shall  audit  and  pass  upon  all  accounts 
for  printing:  but  no  bill  shall  be  acted  upon  for  work 
thatis  not  actually  executed  and  delivered, and  which 
they  may  require  to  be  properly  authenticated.' 

"Mr.  Burt  inquired  whether  debate  was  in  order. 

"  The  Speaker.   The  Chair  thinks  not 

"Mr.  McLahe,  of  Maryland,  moved  to  lay  the 
appeal  from  the  decision  of  tho  Chair  on  the  table. 

"Mr.  Burt  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  that 
question,  and  they  were  ordered. 

"Mr.  ASHHUN  inquired  whether  tho  report  was 
based  upon  a  memorial  that  had  been  referred  to  the 
committee? 

"The  Speaker.  It  wasstated  so  by  the  chairman, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  [Mr.  MoWillib.1 

"  Mr.  Bust  asked  to  have  the  resolution  referrea 
to  read,  in  order  that  the  House  might  determine 
whether  it  was  a  private  claim. 

"The  Clerk  read  the  report  and  joint  resolution. 
as  follows : 

"The  Committee  on  Printing,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  memorial  of  Thomas  Ritchie,  a  party  to 
the  contract  of  William  M.  Belt,  to  execute  certain 
classes  of  the  printing  of  Congress,  asking  that  some 
arrangement  may  be  made  by  which  he  may  be 
suitably  compensated,  report  the  following  joint 
resolution: 

"  Betolvtdf  That  William  M.  Belt,  the  contractor 
for  executing  the  second,  fourth,  and  fifth  classes  of 
the  printing  for  the  Thirty-First  Congress,  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  relieved  from  the  terms  of  his  oontract, 
and  that  in  lieu  of  said  terms  he  shall  receive  as 
compensation  for  the  work  he  has  already  executed 
under  said  contract,  payment  at  the  rate  of  one  half 
the  prices  paid  for  the  public  printing  under  the 
joint  resolution  of  1819;  and  that  he  shall  faithfully 
execute  the  remainder  of  his  work  by  said  contract, 
and  be  paid  for  it  at  the  same  rate:  Provided,  The 
said  William  M.  Belt  shall  notify  the  Secretary  of 
the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, within  five  days  from  the  passage  of  this  reso- 
lution, of  his  acceptance  of  and  agreement  to  its 
terms. 

"  Rwolved^  That  the  executive  powers  and  duties 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  as  defined  in  the  sec- 
ond section  of  the  joint  resolution  directing  the  man- 
ner of  procuring  the  printing  for  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress,  approved  August  3. 1846,  be.  and  the  same 
are  nerehv.  conferred  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  Bouse  of  Representatives ; 
and  in  case  any  inconvenient  delay  should  be  at  any 
time  experienced  by  either  Honse  in  the  delivery 
of  its  works,  said  Secretary  and  Clerk,  respectively, 
shall  be  authorized  to  employ  another  printer  to 
execute  any  portion  of  the  work  of  the  Senate  or 
House,  and  charge  the  excess  in  the  ^count  of  said 
printer  for  executing  such  work,  above  the  price  at 
which  either  of  the  present  printers  have  agreed  to 
execute  it,  to  the  printer  guilty  of  such  negligence 
or  delay.  ^  ♦      ,     .     ^ 

"  Mr.  STETB5S,  of  Pennsylvania.  I  submit  that 
this  cannot  be  the  resolution  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mississippi.   This  joint  resolution  was 


stated  to  b^  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Ritchie;  and 
the  resolution  has  reference  to  a  man  named  Belt. 
I  ask  that  the  other  be  read— 4he  one  that  has  refer- 
enee  to  Ritchie. 

The  SpsAKEft.  This  is  the  resolution  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  Printing ;  and  the  question 
is  upon  laying  the  appeal  taken  by  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  TMr.  Burt]  from  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  on  the  Uble.  The  Chair,  in  giving  its 
decision  just  now,  did  not  state  that  the  case  to 
which  he  referred  was  in  reference  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  clerk ;  and  in  order  that  any  misappre  - 
hens  ion  may  be  corrected,  the  Chair  will  read  the 
passage  from  the  Journal : 

"'August  14, 1848.  Mr.  Conger,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  reported  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

*'*  Resolved^  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the 
joint  Committee  on  Printing  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
authorised  to  sit  during  the  recess  of  Congress,  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  joint  resolu- 
tion directing  the  manner  of  procoring  the  printing 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  approved  August  3, 
1846:  Pr99ided,  That  no  pay  be  allowed  for  any- 
thing beyond  the  actual  necessary  traveling  ex- 
penses of  said  committee  in  coming  to  and  returning 
from  the  Capitol  in  the  performance  of  the  duties 
of  said  committee,  and  the  usual  per  diem  while 
thus  engaged. 

" '  The  resolution  was  read ;  when 

"'Mr.  HowYLL  Cobb  raised  the  question  of 
order  that  the  rule  authorising  the  Committee  on 
Printing  to  report  at  any  time  "contemplated 
the  expenditure  of  the  public  printing,"  and  that 
in  reporting  the  said  resolution  the  committee  had 
transcended  its  power,  and  therefore  the  resolution 
was  not  in  order. 

"  'The  Speaker  decided  the  resolution  was  in  order. 

"  *  From  this  decision  Mr.  Cobb  appealed ;  and 

" '  The  question  being  put,  "  Shall  the  decision  of 
the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  House." 

"*It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  111, 
nays  37.' 

Mr.  McLane,  of  Maryland.  I  desire  that  the 
Chair  may  further  state  wnether  a  precisely  similar 
report  was  not  received  as  a  privileged  motion  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress? 

"The  Sphakib.  The  re;>ort  was  received,  but  no 
report  was  made  at  that  time,  and  no  decisioQ  was 
made  upon  the  question." 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Here  we  have  the  decisions 
of  Speaker  Winthrop  and  Speaker  Cobb,  both 
sastained  by  the  votes  of  the  House,  affirming 
*'  that  the  rule  which  provides  that  it  shall  be 
in  order  for  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  re- 
port at  any  time,  places  no  restriction  what- 
ever  upon  the  subject- matter  to  be  reported,'' 
and  with  it  we  have  the  opinion  of  the  latter 
that  the  right  to  report  **is  limited  only  by  the 
fSu;t  whether  or  not  the  subject  be  legitimately 
before  that  committee.''  Now,  to  come  down 
to  a  more  recent  period,  I  send  to  the  Clerk 
the  Globe  of  second  session  Forty- First  Con- 
gress, and  ask  hhn  to  read  the  paragraphs 
marked  on  page  8118,  and  call  special  atten- 
tion to  Mr.  Speaker  Blaine's  statement  '*  that 
the  Committee  on  Printing  is  authorized  to 
report  at  any  time.  It  is  for  the  House  to  say 
what  they  will  do  with  the  report,  but  the 
Chair  is  unable  under  the  mles  to  prescribe 
what  they  shall  report." 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 


«• 


IVibutet  to  Abraham  Lincoln, 


"Mr.  Lafliv.  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  baok,  with  an  amendment,  a  Joint  resolution 
(S.  K.  No.  77)  authorising  the  distribution  of  the 
copies  remaining  in  the  Department  of  State  of  tho 
Tributes  of  the  Nations  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

"Mr.  ScoPiRLD.  Is  that  a  privileged  report  ?  It 
does  not  relate  to  printing,  but  to  the  distribution  of 
donations  to  members.  Is  the  committee  authorised 
to  report  at  anj  time  anything  except  bills  and  res- 
olutions for  printing? 

"  The  Spbakeb.  This  resolution  was  referred  to 
the  committee,  and  the  rule  states  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing  is  authoriced  to  report  at  any  time. 
It  is  for  the  House  to  say  what  they  will  do  with  the 
report,  but  the  Chair  is  unable  under  the  rules  to 
prescribe  what  they  shall  report." 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  desire  also,  in  this  con- 
nection, to  direct  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
the  fact  that  the  resolution  above  referred  to 
was  not  a  matter  of  printing  but  a  matter 
simply  of  distribution,  and  that  the  distribu- 
tion proposed  was  unusual,  for  it  directed  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  send  a  portion  of  the 
volumes  to  public  libraries,  and  '*to  such 
persons  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  Secretary  it 
shall  seem  proper."  It  provided  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  certain  documents  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  Secretary  of  State,  just  as  the 
bill  which  I  sought  to  introduce  proposed  to 
distribute  certain  documents  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Postmaster  General. 
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On  March  1,  1872,  I  reported  back,  with 
amendments,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
House  bill  No.  1460  to  provide  for  reportii)g 
and  publishing  the  debates  and  proceedings 
of  Congress,  and  also  for  placing  the  volames 
in  certain  public  libraries.  The  bill  was  in 
print  and  was  general  in  its  character.   It  pro- 

fosed  to  add  to  the  statute  law  of  the  country. 
t  was  independent  legislation.  The  special 
and  unusual  feature  of  the  bill  was  that  part 
of  it  which  related  to  the  distribution  of  the 
▼olnmes.  My  object  in  reporting  the  bill  at 
that  time  was  to  call  to  it  tne  attention  of  the 
House.  My  desire  was  not  to  interfere  with 
more  important  legislation  bv  thrusting  it  in  at 
an  inopportune  moment,  ana*I  therefore  asked 
that  a  aay  be  assigned  for  its  consideration. 
What  followed  I  will  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  from 
page  1880  of  the  Globe,  present  session. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"Mr.  Bbattt.  I  ask  that  Wedneadaj  of  next 
week  be  assiffned  for  the  consideration  ox  this  bill. 

"  Mr.  Qabfield,  of  Ohio.  Will  my  ooUeasue  [Mr. 
Bbattt]  indicate  some  limit  of  time  T  CSao  he  not 
limit  the  consideration  of  this  bill  to  the  day  he  has 
named  ? 

The  Spbakbb.  The  Chair  would  sagcrest.  as  this 
bill  is  DOW  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  aathoriaed 
to  report  at  any  time,  it  had  better  be  held  in  pos- 
session of  the  committee  until  an  opportone  moment 
occurs,  because  they  would  lose  rather  than  gain  con- 
trol of  it  by  haying  it  assigned  in  the  House  to  any 
particular  day." 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  will  not  detain  the  House 
longer  than  to  refer  to  page  4198  Globe,  first 
session  Thirty-Ninth  Congress,  where  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing  re- 
ported a  long  general  bill,  which  was  con- 
sidered and  passed  without  objection.  The 
Globe  does  not  indicate  that  the  Printing 
Committee  was  on  call;  unanimous  consent 
for  its  introduction  was  not  asked. 

On  page  5044  Globe,  second  session  of 
For^- First  Congress,  a  member  of  the  Print- 
ing Committee  reported  as  privileged  a  resolu- 
tion to  buy  two  thousand  coj^ies  of  Schoolcrafl's 
History,  Statistics,  Condition  and  Prospects 
of  the  Indian  Tribes  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  there  was  no  objection.  This  was  a 
distinct  proposition  to  purchase,  and  not  a 
proposition  to  print  a  Government  report.  I 
think,  therefore,  that  the  usages  of  the  House 
accord  to  the  Printing  Committee  that  which 
the  rule  gives  in  unmistakable  terms,  to  wit, 
the  right  to  report  at  any  tinfe.  It  may  be  the 
rule  is  too  broad,  and  that  committees  of  other 
Congresses,  as  well  as  the  Printing  Committee 
of  this,  have  abused  the  privileges  which  it 

g' ves  by  consuming  too  much  time ;  but  if  that 
)  the  case  the  rule  should  be  amended.  My 
own  disposition  to  thrust  mvself  in  the  way  of 
others,  and  to  waste  the  valuable  time  of  this 
Congress,  great  as  it  may  be,  might,  I  think, 
be  restrained  by  a  rule  defining  in  definite  terms 
to  what  extent  my  rights  as  a  member  of  a 
committee  were  restricted,  and  I  would  cer- 
tainly succumb  more  cheerfully  to  a  rule  than 
to  what  seemed  to  me  an  arbitrarv  and  un- 
warranted decision  of  a  Presiding  Officer. 

I  may  be  permitted  to  say  also  that  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  is  matured  and  digested  by 
the  committees.  By  whatever  construction  of 
the  rules,  therefore,  the  committees  are  aided 
in  bringing  the  results  of  their  labor  before 
the  House,  the  public  business  is  facilitated, 
and  the  rules,  in  my  judgment,  should  always 
be  interpreted  rather  in  their  favor  than  against 
them. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  In  so  far  as  mv  language 
has  been  quoted  bv  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
[Mr.  Beatty,]  I  desire  to  say  that  if  I  under- 
stood the  Speaker  correctly  the  other  day  he 
cited  the  case  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
as  one  analogous  to  that  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing.  I  stated  that  that  had  been  the 
nnderstandiug  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
as  to  their  powers  while  I  was  a  member  of 
that  committee,  as  was  indicated  in  the  case 
instanced  by  the  Speaker,  that  of  the  bill  rela- 
tive to  fixing  a  day  throughout  the  United 
States  for  the  election  of  members  of  Con- 
gress.   It  was  oever  pretended  by  the  com- 


mittee, or  by  any  one  outside  of  it,  that  I 
know  of,  that  that  was  a  question  privileged. 
The  bill  proposed  an  organic  change  otthe 
law,  or  rather  it  was  the  introduction  of  a 
new  law,  which  proposed  to  regulate  that 
within  the  States  which  had  been  previously 
regulated  by  State  laws.  Therefore  I  sustained 
the  Speaker  as  far  as  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions was  concerned.  It  is  not  my  purpose 
here  to-day  to  sustain  the  Speaker,  or  rather 
to  defend  bis  ruling  of  the  other  day.  If  he 
had  been  present  when  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  JBeattt]  arraigned  the  correctness 
of  his  decision  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  have 
defended  himself,  at  least  to  his  own  satisfac- 
tion, and  perhaps  to  the  satisfaction  of  most 
of  the  members  of  this  House.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  on  a  proper  occasion  he  will  re- 
view the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
and  give  the  authorities  for  the  decision  he 
made.  I  will  merely  say  that  if  the  Committee 
on  Printing  possesses  the  power  claimed  for 
it  by  its  chairman,  [Mr.  Beatty,]  then  it  pos- 
sesses a  most  extraordinary  power — a  power 
Possessed  by  no  other  committee  of  this 
[onse ;  in  fact,  a  power  almost  supreme  over 
the  action  of  the  House  itself. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Allow  me  to  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [MrrHANDALL] 
that  that  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  but  of  the  rule  itself;  and  as  the 

gentleman  is  a  member  of  the  Committee  on 
»ules,   he  should  take  the  necessary  steps 
there  to  correct  the  fault. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  The  custom  of  distrib- 
uting documents  by  members  of  Congress  has 
almost  grown  into  a  rule  of  law.  The  gentle- 
man proposed  a  general  law  taking  from  mem- 
bers of  Congress  the  distribution  of  those 
documents,  and  providing  for  their  distribu- 
tion by  postmasters  throughout  the  United 
States.  According  to  my  judgment  that  gen- 
eral law  did  not  come  within  the  scope 
of  the  rule  in  relation  to  the  Committee  on 
Printing. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  simply  desire  to  state  to 
the  gentleman  that  quite  a  number  of  the 
Speakers  of  the  House  have  differed  from  him 
on  that  question. 

Mr.  RANDALL.     I  dare  say. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  And  the  House,  has  sus- 
tained them 

Mr.  RANDALL.  If  the  Speaker  on  one 
occasion  ruled  wrongly  it  is  no  reason  that  he 
should  continue  to  do  wrong. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  The  Speakers  of  this 
House  on  quite  a  number  of  occasions  have 
so  rilled.. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  listened  to  the  author- 
ities the  gentleman  had  read. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  As  a  member  of  ex- 
perience and  information  I  would  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mir.  Ran- 
dall] if  he  knows  of  any  limitations  in  the 
rules  upon  the  power  of  the  Committee  on 
Printing  to  report  at  any  time? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  have  never  been  a 
member  of  that  committee,  and  have  not  di- 
rected my  attention  particularly  to  that  sub- 
ject. I  presume  the  Speaker  of  this  House, 
who  has  presided  for  a  number  of  years,  has 
based  his  decisions  on  authorities  upon  the 
subject ;  he  so  stated  at  the  time. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  I  believe,  is  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Rules? 

Mr.  RANDALL.    I  am. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Does  the  gentleman 
know  of  any  rule  limiting  or  qualifying  the 
rule  in  relation  to  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing  to  report  at  any  time  ? 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  have  never  directly  ex- 
amined that  subject,  or  the  decisions  of  the 
Speakers  upon  it.  But  I  can  say  this  much, 
that  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Rules 
I  should  vote  very  strongly  in  that  committee 
and  out  of  it  to  restrict  any  such  power  in  any 
committee  of  this  House. 

Mr.  BEATTY.    That  is  right. 


INTBBNATIONAL  COPTRIOQT. 

Mr.  STORM.  Mr.  Speaker,  while  leguk 
tures  have  ever  been  sedulous  in  ga^ng  dit 
material  rights  of  man,  yet  they  have  bm 
slow  to  recognize  his  right  in  the  prodoets  ^^ 
his  mind.  This  fact  only  shows  the  Uv  of 
social  growth  which  is  from  the  simple  to  the 
complex,  from  the  concrete  to  the  abtinr. 
Nations  in  their  growth  are  like  cluldres; 
their  attention  is  first  attracted  to  thematenil 
and  visible,  and  then  to  the  immsteiialud 
invisible. 

Well-considered  laws  now  protect  the  io^i' 
vidual  in  the  peaceable  enjoyment  of  his  liods. 
the  products  of  his  farm,  and  the  wealth  whid 
he  acquires  by  the  incorporation  of  bii  Iibor 
with  material  objects. 

There  is  notmne  dearebto  a  man  than  h 
ideal  creations.  Tney  are  the  of&prinjofhis 
mind,  as  his  children  are  the  oSspriogof  hs 
body;  and  while  the  pride  for  theooediffen 
from  the  affection  for  the  other,  yet  \ki 
latter  is  not  more  intense  than  the  former. 

Socrates,  speakinff  through  Plato,  layi,  "I 
am  an  accoucheur  oi  the  miod  aa  mj  motl)^ 
is  an  accoucheur  of  the  body."  Plato  beliered 
that  ideas  were  innate  ;  Taeitos  describes  then 
as  the  forma  mentis  cetema. 

This  idea  of  intimate  relationship  of  muts 
the  creations  of  his  own  mind  isnotaineR 
fancy.  Who  that  is  familiar  with  the  vrocp 
of  English  and  American  authors  has  not  nai 
of  the  many  cases  in  which  these  offisprioi  m 
the  brain  have  been  pirated  away  beyoad  ie 
power  of  reclamation  by  the  author?  Engli-«i 
judges  have  made  queer  decisions  when  thej 
wished  to  get  around  knotty  points  of  Itv: 
A  corporation  could  not  be  arrested,  beai* 
it  haa  no  soul ;  an  author  coald  not  a^jer. 
his  right  to  his  ideas  because  they  bad  ao 
body. 

The  contest  for  the  recognition  of  the  rigiii 
of  literary  property  in  England  is  cariow  a 
well  as  instructive.  Althou^  at  present  noibiL; 
is  more  universally  admiUed  to  beooefj*^ 
than  the  products  of  his  intellectual  actio, 
yet  it  was  not  so  in  England  prior  to  tbe  jeir 
1710,  the  date  of  the  sUtuteof  8  Anne,  seccr 
ing  limited  copyrights  to  authors.  It  «>'  ^ 
late  as  1774  that  Lord  Camden  in  tbeflou.-e 
of  Lords,  when  the  case  of  Donaldson  «• 
Becket  and  others  was  under  review,  ottered  tte 
sillv  words,  **  Glory  is  the  reward  of  science, 
and  those  who  deserve  it  scorn  all  meaner 
things.'' 

The  greatest  minds  that  have  adorned  «« 
enriched  the  juridical  lore  of  England  ha" 
universally  favored  perpetual  and  absoi'-^* 
copyright.  In  the  case  of  Tonaon  V4.  CoUiiA 
argued  in  1760,  Sir  William  Blacksloo^  'W 
was  of  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  claimed  UJ»i 
the  right  to  mulUply  copies  of  a  book  wai  uc 
sole  and  perpetual  privilege  of  tbe  autwr 
Lord  Mansfield,  who  was  at  this  time  one  o 
the  judges  of  the  King's  Bench  took  the  ace 
position  in  his  decision.  . 

Justice  Yates,  who  was  one  of  counsel  wr 
Collins,  was  afterward  made  a  judge  of  Uhr 
King's  Bench,  from  whose  court  (whose decj 
ion  had  been  against  the  rights  of  the  aotbr 
the  appeal  had  been  taken  to  the  flou«o; 
Lords,  furnished  the  occasion  for  "« tiw. 
ance  by  Lord  Camden  of  bis  **g\0Tj'  ^^ 
as  it  has  been  called.  "Glory,'^  ^^  ^;' 
*  *  is  the  reward  of  science.  It  was  not  tor  gw 
that  Bacon,  Newton,  and  Milton  wstracW 
the  world. ' '  Pretty  words,  and  as  »PPf«P?: 
to  the  pirate  and  corsair  as  to  Lord  Unia«^ 
The  tyrant  might  make  use  of  these  wor^ 
to  justify  martyrdom,  by  saying  the  crown  p- 
the  martyr  was  his  high  reward.  .  , 

Yates  in  his  argument,  if  such  »^<*^J!;f^^' 
and  in  his  dissenting  opinion  in  *"^*'  l. 
Taylor,  1769,  on  the  subject  of  the  copyrip* 
of  Thomson's  Seasons  asserts  that— 

••  Nothing  can  be  the  oW«ct^of  PWE* mwS^ 
haa  not  a  corporeal  aubatanoe.  There  mw  "^  ^ 
thing  visible,  which  has  boanda  to  detoe  it.  tf«^^ 
marks  to  distioffoiah  iU   The  property  hew  «*■ 
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is  all  ideal— a  set  of  ideas  which  have  no  boandfl  or 
marks  whatever.  Their  whole  eziatence  ia  in  the 
mind  alone,  incapable  of  any  other  mode  of  aoqai- 
sition  or  enjoyment  than  by  mental  poaseseion  or 
apprehension."    (4  Burr.,  2361.) 

His  colleaguci  Thuriow,  afterward  chaacel- 

lor,  in  the  first  case  said : 

"Thesubjectmustbe  abstracted,  ideal,  incorporeal, 
compoeition.  It  shoald  be  something  that  should 
be  seen,  felt,  given,  delivered.  lost,  or  stolen  in  order 
to  constitute  property."    (1  Bl.  Rep.,  338.) 

According  to  this  line  of  argameat  it  was 

shown  that  an  adTowson,  fishery,  common,  and 
like  incorporeal  hereditaments,  because  they 

could  neither  be  seen,  felt,  given,  delivered,  nor 
stolen,  in  the  sense  meant  by  Thuriow  were 
not  property.  This  same  Yates  contended  that 
by  the  act  of  publication  the  author's  senti- 
ments, arrangement,  and  style  are  thrown  into 
a  state  of  universal  communication,  or  intel- 
lectual hotchpotch.  Thuriow  says  "Every 
subscriber  has  a  right  to  do  what  he  pleases 
with  the  book  he  subscribes  for;''  can  multi- 
ply copies  at  his  pleasure.  Yates  says,  '^  Can 
he  complain  of  losing  the  bird  he  himself  has 
voluntarily  let  out  I" 

But  Sir  William  Blackstone  and  Lord 
Mansfield  took  the  higher  ground  of  right. 
They  both  held  that  every  author  in  Great 
Britain  had,  by  the  common  law,  a  perpet- 
ual and  absolute  copyright  in  his  puDlisoed 
works  before  the  act  of  8  Anne ;  that  that  act 
only  cumulated  the  remedies,  and  was  intended 
to  increase  the  common-law  right  and  not  to 
abridge  it.  At  the  time  the  cases  were  under 
discussion  all  admitted  the  author's  right  in 
his  manuscripts,  but  the  enemies  of  copyright 
contended  that  when  he  publishes  it  he  makes 
bis  ideas  common  property,  and  may  be  appro- 
priated by  the  first  reader  of  the  published 
work  as  abandoned  property ;  that  uie  reader 
may  alter,  publish,  multiply  editions,  and  take 
any  other  liberties  his  fancy  may  suggest. 

This  great  contest  for  perpetual  authorship 
was  carried  on  at  a  time  almost  contempo- 
raneous with  the  framing  of  our  Federal  Oon- 
itiiution,  and  it  rather  puzzles  one  reading  the 
liistory  of  that  period  how  the  bombast  of  Lord 
C!amden  and  the  metaphysical  jargon  of  Yates 
ind  Thuriow  should  weigh  more  with  practi- 
»l  and  just  men  like  Madison,  Hamilton,  and 
Fay,  than  the  masterly  argument  of  Black- 
;tone  and  the  learned  and  unanswerable  opin- 
on  of  Lord  Mansfield.  It  must  be  regretted 
hat  the  men  who  had  so  large  a  share  in  fram- 
Qg  our  matchless  Constitution  permitted  this 
a  fraction  of  right  to  be  embodied  in  it  in  the 
Dost  enduring  rorm  of  legislation,  "  by  secnr- 
ng  for  limited  times  to  authors  the  exclusive 
ight  to  their  writings." 

In  point  of  moranty,  as  well  as  of  law  and 
ustice,  there  can  be  no  limit  as  to  the  time 

man  may  enjoy  his  own  acquisitions.  If  the 
3>£islative  power  should  attempt  to  say  to  us 
lat  we  should  enjoy  our  real  estate  or  per- 
■yutkl  property  for  the  period  of  fourteen  years, 
od  then  it  was  to  become  the  property  of  the 
rst  stranger  that  might  see  nt  to  occupy  it, 
e  would  pronounce  such  an  attempt  a  piece 
f  tyranny  and  wrong,  worthy  only  of  the  bar- 
arous  periods  of  the  past. 

Not  only  has  this  clear  and  undoubted  prin- 
pie  of  Tight  been  violated  in  this  country  and 
i  EiOgland,  both  in  our  statutory  enactments 
jd  judicial  proceedings  as  to  the  time  of  its 
iJoymeDt,  but  also  as  to  the  place  of  its  en- 
>y  ment.  Right  is  an  eternal  and  immutable 
rinciple.  It  does  not  change  with  seasons, 
id  is  DO  respecter  of  place.  Bight  is  not  one 
ing  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  and  another 
ing  on  the  other;  yet  Lesislatures,  in  deal- 
g  vvith  the  question  of  literary  property, 
kve  ii^uored  the  universality  of  right.  They 
,y  it  does  make  some  difference  on  which  sidfe 

the  English  channel  a  man  lives  in  order 

settle  the  question  of  his  right  to  his  ideal 
eations. 
Mr.  Speaker,  let  us  set  the  seal  of  oar  con- 


demnation to  a  doctrine  so  unworthy  of  a  civ- 
ilized nation.  Let  us  make  the  author  in  law 
what  he  is  in  fact,  a  citizen  of  the  world.  >  Let 
us  recognize  the  grand  republic  of  letters  into 
which  genius  is  admittea  irrespective  of  the 
accidental  circumstances  of  place  or  time. 
Legislatures  may  limit  the  rights  of  genius, 
vet  no  land  nor  clime  can  either  limit  or  claim 
his  productions.  Shakespeare,  Milton,  Scott, 
and  Macaulay  have  the  same  interest  for  us  as 
for  the  nation  which  granted  them  copyrights, 
bving  and  Longfellow,  Prescott  and  Motley 
are  read  with  as  much  relish  by  the  millions 
of  readers  across  the  waters  as  in  the  United 
States.  The  misanthropic  Byron  was  affected 
to  tears  at  receiving  a  letter  written  by  a  gen- 
tleman residing  on  the  banks  of  the  Missouri 
(a  place  he  hM  supposed  to  be  beyond  the 
pale  of  civilization)  stating  that  he  had  read 
one  of  that  great  poet's  immortal  productions. 

The  bill  introduced  by  the  gentleman  frCm 
New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  is  an  attempt  to  remove 
this  great  reproach  to  the  civilized  nations  of 
the  world.  It  i^ores  th»  circumstances  of 
country  in  granting  copyrights.  The  bill,  in 
substance,  provides  that  a  citizen  or  resident 
of  any  foreign  country,  who  shall  be  the  author 
of  any  book,  map,  chart,  dramatic  work,  or 
musical  composition,  that  may  be  first  pub- 
lished in  any  foreign  country  after  this  act 
shall  fo  into  operation,  and  the  executors, 
administrators,  or  legal  assigns  of  such  citizen 
or  resident  of  any  foreign  country,  shall  have 
the  same  exclusive  right  and  liberty  to  mnlti- 
ply  and  sell  copies  of  such  works  in  the  United 
States  that  are  now  granted  by  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  to  native  authors.  And  in  order 
that  a  universal  reco^ition  of  this  right  may 
be  attained,  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  not 
extended  to  the  books  and  works  of  authors 
that  may  be  first  published  in  any  foreign  coun- 
try where  the  laws  shall  not,  at  the  time  of 
first  publication,  ^rant  to  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  residents  thereof  privileges  and 
benefit  of  copjrright  equal  in  extent  to  those 
therein  specified. 

In  order  to  remove  the  objections  usually 
urged  against  an  international  copyright  it  is 
provided  t^at  the  benefits  of  the  act  shall  not 
be  extended  to  any  republication  in  this  coun- 
try, unless  all  the  eaitions  of  such  republi- 
cation shall  be  wholly  manu&ctnred  in  the 
United  States,  and  be  issued  by  a  oublisher 
who  is  a  citizen  thereof.  Thus  it  will  be  seen 
the  printer,  the  paper-maker,  and  the  type- 
founder, the  three  classes  of  persons  for  whom 
Mr.  Carey  and  his  school  are  very  solicit- 
ous, are  well  protected.  In  order  to  bring 
within  the  provisions  of  this  act  the  non- 
Enslish  speaking  nations  of  Europe,  it  is 
fnrUier  provided  that  the  author  of  any  book 
first  published  in  a  foreign  country,  who  may 
choose  to  reserve  the  right  of  translating  it, 
shall  have  in  the  United  States  the  protection 
of  a  copyright  of  such  translation,  provided 
the  original  work  shall  have  been  duly  regis- 
tered in  the  clerk's  office  of  some  district  court 
of  the  United  States,  and  a  copy  of  it  shall 
have  been  deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress 
within  four  months  after  its  first  publication  in 
the  foreign  country ;  that  in  the  first  publica- 
tion of  the  original  work  the  author  shall  have 
announced  on  its  title-page  his  intention  to 
reserve  the  right  to  tranuate  it.  The  author, 
in  this  case,  must,  within  six  months  after  the 
date  of  the  registration  of  the  original  work 
for  copyright,  offer  the  authorized  translation 
to  some  American  publisher  for  publication 
in  the  United  States.  The  same  reanirements 
as  to  mannfaoture  in  the  United  States  and 
sale  by  publishers  who  are  citizens  thereof, 
are  provided  for,  as  in  the  case  of  republica- 
tions. This  copyright  in  translations  is  not 
extended  to  any  book  or  work  first  published 
in  a  foreign  country  where  a  similar  protec- 
tion of  copyright  shall  not  have  been  granted 
to  the  translated  works  of  American  authors.. 


The  act  also  provides  that  the  author  of  a 
book  who  may  desire  to  republish  it  in  this 
country  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  copyright  unless  he  shall  have  first 
deposited  in  the  Library  of  Congress  one  copy 
of  the  best  foreign  edition  of  such  work,  ana 
have  duly  registered  the  same  in  the  clerk's 
office  of  some  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  copyright,  within  three  months  after 
its  first  publication  in  the  foreign  country ;  and 
also,  unless  within  three  months  after  first  pub- 
lication a  bona  fide  arrangement  shall  nave 
been  made  with  some  American  publisher  for 
immediate  publication  in  the  United  States. 
These  are  the  substantial  provisions  of  the  act. 
It  is  well  guarded  in  its  provisions.  I  am 
of  opinion  uiat  it  will  be  found  that  the  time 
between  the  first  publication  in  the  foreign 
country  and  the  contract  for  publication  in 
this  is  too  short,  especially  in  the  case  of 
translations.  This,  however,  can  be  easily 
amended. 

And  now,  Mr.  Speaker,  what  are  the  objec- 
tions to  an  international  copyright?  Tak- 
ing in  consideration  the  &ct8  that  the  objec- 
tion usually  urged  in  behalf  of  the  printer, 
the  tjrpe  and  paper  manufacturers  is  obviated 
by  this  bill,  there  is  but  one  objection  left ; 
and  that  is,  that  it  will  compel  the  reader  to 
pay  more  for  the  book  thus  protected  by  a 
copyright  than  he  now  does.  This  is  the  only 
serious  objection  that  ever  has  been  or  can  be 
urged  to  a  law  like  that  proposed  in  the  bill 
'  before  me.  But  the  arsument  by  which  this 
objection  is  sought  to  oe  established  proves 
too  much,  and  therefore  proves  nothing. 

For  this  same  objection  applies  to  all  copy- 
rights; it  can  be  urged  wiUi  as  much  force 
against  protection  to  the  native  as  to  the 
foreign  author.  If  it  were  not  for  our  copy- 
right law  you  could  buy  any  standard  work 
of  an  Ai|[ierican  author  for  one  half  what  we 
have  to  pay  now.  The  same  objection  ap- 
plies to  our  patent- right  laws ;  a  ^ood  sewing- 
machine  for  which  we  now  pay  sixty-five  dol- 
lars, could  be  purchased  for  thirty  dollars. 
Nearly  half  of  the  amount  which  the  farmer 
pays  ror  a  reaper  or  mower  goes  to  the  pat- 
entee. Mr.  Carey  and  his  friends,  to  be  consist- 
ent, ought  to  demand  the  repeal  of  all  our 
copyright  and  patent-right  laws. 

In  the  next  place,  Mr.  Carey  forgets  that 
there  is  another  party  here  besides  the  reader, 
whose  claim  to  recognition  demands  some 
attention — the  anther.  It  is  very  pleasant  to 
contemplate  the  reader  in  his  comfortable 
slippers  and  study-gown  reading  the  matchless 
creations  of  Scott ;  but  let  us  in  our  imagina- 
tion go  to  the  study  of  the  author.  Let  us 
consider  the  years  of  toil  and  anxiety  it  cost 
to  delight  our  reader  for  whom  Mr.  Carey 
seems  so  solicitous. '  Let  us  recollect  the  mid- 
night lamp,  the  brain  sweat,  and  the  final 
bankruptcy  of  this  great  man  who  has  de- 
lighted millions  of  his  fellow*  creatures,  and 
then  we  can  realize  in  some  measure  that  there 
is  some  one  else  to  be  protected  besides  the 
reader. 

But  supposing  it  did  increase  the  price  of 
the  foreign  book,  shall  we  trample  upon  right 
and  justice  because  one  of  the  interested  parties 
might  be  advantaged  by  so  doing?  In  the 
name  of  the  millions  of  honest  American 
readers,  I  denounce  the  argument  as  an  impu- 
tation upon  their  character.  They  have  not 
asked,  so  for  as  I  know,  either  by  petition  or 
otherwise,  from  us  any  such  unjust  privilege. 
A  few  of  our  publishing  pirates  who  have  made 
fortunes  by  robbing  poor  foreign  authors,  have 
made  this  plea  for  the  reader  without  his  con- 
sent. The  honest  English  reader  would  not 
object  to  pay  as  much  as  we  would  toward  a 
Prescott,  who,  groping  bis  way  in  blindness 
through  the  mazes  of  Spanish  and  Mexican 
history,  charms  us  no  less  by  the  beauty  of  hia 
diction  than  by  the  interest  of  his  story. 

But  the  benefits  of  an  internatioual  copy- 
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right  will  be  matual.  When  we  protect  Ten- 
nyson in  America^  and  protect  Longfellow  in 
England ;  when  wc  shield  a  Macaalay  or  a 
Fronde  in  America  from  literary  pirates,  we 
secure  the  same  immunity  in  England  for  a 
Motley  or  a  Bancroft.  Sach  ia  the  beautiful 
law  of  justice,  that  they  who  observe  it  are  no 
less  benefited  than  those  who  are  the  objects 
of  its  observance.  And  thus  the  American 
author,  being  protected  by  copyright  in  Eng- 
land, can  afford  to  sell  the  same  to  his  Amer- 
ican publisher  at  nearly  half  of  what  he  would 
in  the  absence  of  such  protection  be  compelled 
to  ask.  And  in  the  same  way  you  make  the 
book  cheaper  to  the  English  as  well  as  to  the 
American  reader.  I  contend,  therefore,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  by  the  enactment  of  the  pro- 
posed law  yon  will  not  enhance  the  price  of 
books. 

There  is  another  consideration  to  be  taken 
into  account.  Literary  piracy  is  a  game  two  or 
more  can  play  at.  Three  or  more  publishers 
in  different  cities  may  seize,  as  they  often 
have  seized,  upon  the  same  book.  The  one  that 
can  get  his  pirated  edition  in  the  market  first 
will  probably  make  his  fortune  and  ruin  the 
other  two.  But  even  the  successful  pirate 
makes  no  more  than  he  would  if  he  haa  pur- 
chased the  copyright  and  paid  an  honest  price. 
He  must  rush  the  work ;  he  must  make  the 
edition  small.  On  account  of  the  hurry  the 
execution  of  the  work  will  be  inferior,  and 
therefore  less  salable.  On  the  other  hand, 
under  a  wise  international  copyright  law,  he 
need  have  no  fear  of  being  beaten  by  some 
brother  pirate  and  thereby  ruined.  He  can 
make  his  edition  large  enough  in  number  of 
copies  to  anticipate  the  market  for  years.  He 
need  not  be  in  undue  haste,  and  will  there- 
fore have  time  to  attend  to  the  mechanical 
execution  of  the  work. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  publisher  would, 
under  such  protection,  hold  the  books  at  too 
high  a  price.  Then  no  one  will  buy  them. 
The  law  of  supply  and  demand  applies  as  well 
to  the  book  trade  as  to  any  other  branch  of 
business.  The  competition  in  the  publishing 
business  is  now  so  great,  and  the  number  of 
books  published  annually  so  greatly  on  the 
increase,  that  a  book  monopoly  is  one  the  least 
to  be  feared  in  an  enlightened  nation.  A  fair 
price  here  is  as  much  the  interest  of  the  pub- 
lisher as  of  the  reader. 

By  this  law  you  protect  authors  from  a  wrong 
scarcely  second  to  that  of  stealing  his  work ; 
that  is,  its  mutilation.  This  injustice  can  be 
appreciated  by  supposing  any  member  of  this 
House  had  a  right  to  go  to  the  Globe  office, 
and  to  add  to  or  strike  out  of  a  fellow-mem- 
ber's speech  to  any  extent  he  pleased.  Tet 
publishers  now  have  the  right  to  do  so  with 
foreign  books.  One  wrong  always  leads  to 
another.  Foreign  authors  have  been  com- 
pelled to  stand  by  and  see  the  offspring  of 
their  own  minds  mangled,  mutilated,  and 
deformed,  without  any  remedy  or  redress. 
A  legal  pirate  of  the  English  bar  literallv 
chopped  into  fragments  Judge  Story's  excel- 
lent Commentaries  on  the  Law  of  Bailments, 
and  used  them  as  foot-notes  to  the  work  of 
Sir  William  Jones  on  the  same  subject  Mr. 
Everett's  translation  of  Buttman's  Greek 
Grammar  was  appropriated  by  an  English 
author  without  the  slightest  reference  to  the 
author  of  the  translation.  Yet  for  all  these 
wrongs  there  is  not,  under  existing  laws,  the 
slightest  remedy. 

For  these  reasons  I  shall  vote  for  the  bill 
introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York, 
[Mr.  Cox.] 

^  -"        INDIAN  AFFAIRS. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  wish  to  address  the  House 
upon  the  subject  of  Indian  affairs,  extending 
m^  in(]^uiries  into  the  character  and  strength 
of  Indian  titles,  and  our  duties  as  a  nation 
toward  the  Indians  in  view  of  the  treaties  we 
have  made  with  them.    My  remarks  will  be  ^ 


largely  historical,  referring  to  those  treaties. 
While  I  should  have  been  glad  to  avoid  weary- 
ing the  patience  of  the  House,  I  feel  it  proper 
that  my  remarks  should  go  upon  the  record, 
and  hence  I  have  sought  this  opportunity  to 
submit  them. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  speak  in  the  inter- 
est of  a  common  humanity,  and  ask  your  kind 
consideration  while  I  discharge,  as  best  I  can, 
my  duties  under  so  sacred  a  trust. 

I  feel  the  greatest  anxiety  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  my  duties,  and  a  corresponding 
doubt  in  my  ability  to  lay  before  you,  in  its 
true  and  transcendent  character,  the  cause  I 
advocate. 

No  man  can  long  live  peaceably  who  does 
not  live  honorably  with  his  fellow- men,  and  no 
nation  can  prosper  over  the  committed  or  per- 
mitted sacrifice  of  even  the  humblest  of  its 
people. 

God,  the  author  and  vindicator  of  truth  and 
justice,  has  paved  every  road  to  valuable  and 
permanent  success  with  the  faithful  and  neces- 
sary performance  oi  duties  to  our  fellow- men, 
and  studded  the  whole  way,  on  the  right  and 
on  the  left,  with  inscriptions  in  letters  of  living 
light  that  sacred  rule  of  His  own  making,  that 
'*  Whatsoever  ye  would  that  others  should  do 
unto  you,  do  ye  even  so  unto  them,''  and 
established  the  irrevocable  decree,  that  the  man 
or  nation  who  violates  tiiis  solemn  and  equi- 
table injunction  contends  with  God,  its  author, 
and  perishes  in  the  contest. 

Nations,  like  men,  stand  responsible  to  the 
one  Author  of  life  and  light,  and  wander  in 
darkness  when  they  turn  away  from  that  light. 

Individuals  suffer  in  this  life  and  in  the  life 
to  come  for  their  derelictions  of  duty,  while 
nations,  having  nojuture  bejrond  this  world, 
atone  on  earth  for  their  uillies  and  their 
crimes.  But  this  national  responsibility  does 
not  exonerate  the  persons  composing  a  nation 
and  lending  to  its  iniquities,  from  their  indi- 
vidual responsibilities  for  their  respective  par- 
ticipation in  its  wrongs. 

Ihe  consolidation  of  crimes,  or  the  aggre- 
gation of  wrong- doers,  cannot  change  the 
fixed  rules  by  which  the  one  is  determined  and 
the  other  is  condemned.  Wrong  nationalized 
is  but  the  maddening  of  a  people  to  their  own 
ruin. 

Men  and  nations  are  mortal,  but  truth  and 
accountability  to  truth  are  as  immortal  as  is  the 
God  who  ordained  the  one  and  compels  the 
other,  and  neither  people  nor  nation  can  be  safe 
without  the  recognition  of  these  facts,  and  a 
compliance  with  their  manifest  injunction. 
Justice  and  truth  are  no  respecters  of  persons. 
They  demand  the  same  of  the  rich  as  of  the 
poor;  of  the  State  as  of  individuals.  They 
are  without  money  and  without  price.  They 
cost  nothing,  yet  they  cannot  be  spared  from 
the  immediate  and  ever-continned  presence  of 
men  and  nationalities. 

No  day  is  to  a  nation  so  bright  as  that  which 
reflects  the  splendor  of  its  moral  triumph  in  the 
faithful  discharge  of  every  duty  of  protection 
and  obligation  to  its  people  in  the  scrupulous 
fulfillment  of  all  its  contracts  and  agreements 
with  all  its  people,  and  with  the  world ;  and 
no  night  ia  so  dark  to  a  nation  as  that  which 
closes  upon  its  moral  default,  shrouding  it  in 
degredation  and  shame. 

Let  no  American  forget  the  quick  and  terrible 
lessons  taught  us  in  this  country  when  the  high- 
est judicial  tribohal  known  to  our  laws,  the 
court  of  last  earthly  appeal  for  our  people  short 
of  the  people  themselves,  decided,  in  the  face  of 
day  and  our  Chrisliao  civilization,  that  there 
was  a  race  of  people  within  our  Government 
who  had  no  rights  that  white  men  were  bound 
to  respect. 

These  words,  so  unjustly  and  recklessly 
uttered,  had  scarcely  gone  forth  until  the  con- 
test between  the  truth,  which  condemoed  such 
a  decision,  and  the  folly  that  sustained  it, 
lashed  into  fury  the  people  who  were  wronged 


and  misled,  which  was  followed  bj  a  r^ 
lion  and  contest  of  arms  that  maddened  i^i 
murdered  a  million  men,  disrupted  the  men! 
and  political,  and  wasted  the  social,  fioaocii. 
and  commercial  interests  of  a  natioa  of  fom 
million  people,  resulting  in  ihe  libetatioa  o: 
over  four  million  slaves,  and  their  citizes 
ation  and  equalization  before  the  lav,  tb 
burying  that  ill-advised  decisioD  beoeatb  ib 
contempt  of  the  people  and  the  rniojofavi:, 
and  cleansing  Uie  nation's  respoDsibiiit;  froa 
it  in  the  blood  of  a  revolution. 

The  oppressed  may  be  wesk^  bat  God  i: 
their  friend.  The  oppressor  maj  be  stroag. 
but  God  is  never  with  him  in  hit  opprei>aooi 

The  vindication  of  justice  and  tnithdirides 
the  strong,  and  protection  to  the  veak  is  im- 
pelled through  the  power  that  vithbeld  it.  So 
It  has  been,  and  ao  will  it  ever  be. 

I  desire  to  speak  in  the  interest  of  a  coiaiiiD9 
justice,  and  call  upon  these  Bepreseotadrts 
and  the  people  they  represent  to  diackirirt 
their  full  duty  in  the  support  of  the  natioa'^ 
agreements,  entered  into  with  the  Irnim  tribu 
in  good  faith  and  for  a  valoablecoDsideratioB, 

In  this  Hall,  sacred  to  liberty  and  jofaee, 
because  the  place  wherein  the  chosen  Bepr^ 
sentatives  of  a  great,  generous,  and  freepeook 
meet  and  make  their  laws,  I  desire  to  spak 
for  the  remnants  of  a  race  once  Damero&s  avJ 
powerful,  and  who  at  one  time  owned  and  cc^ 
cupied  this  continent  entire — a  people  «bo  is 
some  respects  have  few  equals  and  no  lopemn 
among  men.  Their  abiding  love  of  libertj,t])ar 
determination  to  be  free,  their  deTotioatotbir 
homes  and  the  scenes  of  their  childhood,  tbar 
respect  for  their  aged  ones,  their  love  of  kioi^i 
and  people,  their  strict  personal  iptegritj,  ud 
their  native  eloquence  and  generosity,  challes|t 
the  admiration  of  all  men,  and  compels,  iotbf 
minds  of  honest  people,  a  generoaa  desire  f-' 
their  welfare,  a  determination  to  do  them  justice 
and  a  sorrow  for  their  sufferings  and  j'scj 
wrongs. 

They  are  the  antetype  of  a  race  whose  prc--^ 
type  is  long  since  lost  in  theunceriaintjofn 
ditions  that,  like  the  story  of  the  foondipg  <: 
Rome,  is  clothed  with  so  much  saperstiuos} 
folly  as  to  render  it  too  doubtfal  for  ser,p» 
adoption;  leaving  the  physical  traosfigon 
tion  of  the  continent,  and  the  waters  surrosnd 
ing  it,  with  the  proximate  relation  to  tbe  w 
country,  together  with  the  rational  pointi " 
their  traditional  stories,  with  ooraccouawi 
the  locality  where  man  was  created,  to  dirtd 
the  judgment  to  some,  though  it  may  be  eg 
certain,  solution  of  their-origin  as  a  race. 

Those  within  the  limits  of  this  coaotryfiJJ 
at  least  related  in  general  characteristics  »i'i? 
the  people  who  inhabited  the  entire  coming" 
from  Cape  Horn  to  the  extreme  north,  m 
difference  being  in  (he  effect  prodoced  on  tfc< 
same  general  race  by  climate  and  modeol  life 
Much  as  their  origin  may  be  clothed  m  mn- 
tery,  the  intelligence  of  the  while  race  Has 
left  in  history  ample  proof  that  the  W^ 
called  Indians  occupied  and  cUimedtoorn, 
and  in  most  bloody  wars  between  respecu^ 
tribes  they  maintained,  as  between  theo^l^j^ 
possession  of  respective  portions  of  wi 
country.  ^j 

Our  history  also  proves  that  the  »^ 
Christian  nations  that  made  discovery  of  i*-^ 
of  this  continent  claimed  thesame  by>i«°; 
of  the  right  of  discovery,  and  alwys  r«c^ 
nised  the  possessory  right,  or  right  of occap*. 
in  the  soil,  to  be  in  the  Indian  nauon  or  mw 
who  occupied  it  when  discovered,  tboD^p 
discoverer  claimed  the  ultimate  feeoreotB^ 
domain  to  be  in  him  and  his  assigns,  m^ 
first  and  only  right  to  purchase  the  occupau^ 
of  the  holders  or  original  occapwts  when  w^' 
desired  to  sell.  , .    ^^.^ 

The  entire  correctness  of  the  claim  top  ; 
another  man's  farm  or  another  ^eopJ« « <^  .^ 
try,  simply  because  you  had  hrst  .^^V^ 
though  he  and  his  ancestors  had  rcsiow 
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for  time  immemori&])  ooald  not  be  settled  on 
any  system  of  eqaity  known  to  civil  jarispra* 
deace,  and  certainly  not  by  virtae  of  a  gen- 
uine Christian  ciyilization,  and  mast  find  solu- 
tion only  in  that  demand  now  so  potent  in 
and  around  these  Halls,  made  as  it  is  here  by 
ambitious  and  avaricioas  men,  becanse  they 
want  the  land,  irrespective  of  the  holder's 
title.  But  I  do  not  intend  to  go  back  to  repair 
wrongs  already  committed  by  the  whites,  or 
palliate  offenses  against  law  and  jastice  com- 
mitted by  the  Indians  in  the  time  since  the 
discovery.  It  is  enongh  to  meet  the  perils  of 
the  present  honr. 

From  my  childhood  hoars,  when  I  read  of 
border  warfares  and  sacrifices  of  the  families 
of  the  frontier  settlers,  and  mourned  over  their 
privations  and  their  sufferings,  to  this  hour  I 
nave  recognized  in  the  sad  history  and  tradi- 
tions of  the  conflict  of  the  red  and  white  races 
the  result  of  bad  infloences  by  individuals, 
combinations,  or  of  foreign  Governments  for 
personal  or  national  gain  or  revenge.     Gortez 
and  Pizarro   in  Mexico    and  Peru ;    Simon 
Girty  in  Ohio;  Rogers  in  Tennesse  and  Ar- 
kansas; the  British  Government,  during  the 
revolutionary  war,  and  a  host  of  others  since, 
misled  these  people  to  practice  on  the  white 
race  cruel  and  savage  warfare,   common  to 
them  in  their  tribal  wan  prior  to   the  dis 
covery.    I  hardly  need  to  state  that  avarice 
and  malice  were  the  origin  and  moviog  causes 
of  the  first  and  subsequent  Indian  troubles  in 
America,  and  that  without  their  pernicious 
effects  no  wars  would  have  existed.     The  sim- 
ple and  confiding  character  of  these  people 
when  first  discovered  fully  warrant  this  state- 
ment. 

From  the  earliest  border  warfares  to  this 
time  the  most  casual  observer  will  detect  the 
unerring  evidence  of  bad  influences  exercised 
by  designing  men  upon  the  credulity  and 
passions  of  this  untutored  people ;  and,  con- 
sidering all  the  facts,  relieve  them  of  much 
of  the  guilt  that  is  too  commonly  ascribed  to 
them. 

The  Indian,  like  the  Caucasian,  is  a  proud 
naan ;  he  loves  his  country  and  institutions, 
and  will  die  rather  than  yield  them  or  the 
long-established  habits  of  his  fathers  in  them. 
Thirteen  millions  of  Christian  people  in 
tliis  country  recently  fought  four  years  to 
maintain  human  slavery  in  their  midst,  because 
i^ccQstomed  to  its  existenee.  Charity  and  a 
%  fair  consideration  would  not  condemn  the 
intutored  Indians  for  adhering  to  the  habits 
ind  customs  of  their  fathers,  nor  hesitate  to 
>ear  with  their  follies  in  kindness  and  forbear- 
ince  ;  but  the  desire  for  their  lands  has  over- 
eaped  every  other  consideration,  and  violence 
ind  deception  become  mutual  and  trouble- 
ome. 

I  have  long  been  impressed  with  the  seem- 
Dg  neglect  of  Uiis  race.  While  the  American 
nd  other  Christian  people  have  extended  ihe 
land  of  friendship  and  support  to  the  oppressed 
nd  distressed  of  all  other  lands,  these  much- 
rronged  of  our  own  country  are  passed  with  a 
cor  recognition  and  a  less  benefit.  The  de- 
lil  of  individual  church  and  mission  avarice, 
lat  scare  the  countless  treaties  made  with 
•ibes  and  bands  of  Indians,  presents  a  sorrow- 
il  record  of  Christian  virtue,  and  raises  some 
lausible  doubts  of  its  real  existence  in  those 
f  its  professors  who  have  engaged  i|i  these 
loral  failures  but  speculative  triumphs. 
There  are  exceptions  to  these  wrongs  and 
oral  failures,  but  they  stand  illustrated  be- 
luse  they  are  exceptions. 
Much  as  the  history  of  savage  cruelty  prac- 
ired  by  these  untutored,  provoked,  and  mis* 
tided  people  may  have  aroused  our  ill-will 
ward  them,  yet  the  well-authenticated  facts 
'  their  native  charity,  childish  credulity,  and 
eir  aiosple  faith,  when  first  discovered  by  the 
lice  race,  and  beforethey  had  been  estranged, 
trayedy  wronged,  robbed,  and  maddened  by 
ckless  adventurers,  proves  the  native  truth* 


fui  character  of  this  people,  and  demands  that 
the  survivors  of  their  race  be  justly  dealt  with 
in  this  enlightened  and  better  Christian  age, 
that  our  humanity  may  not  be  put  to  shame  in 
this  noonday  of  its  splendor,  and  our  Republic 
be  made  to  olush  over  the  ill-advice  of  its  pro- 
fessed friends  for  the  violation  of  its  solemn 
contracts  with  these  defenseless  people.  That 
painfal  anxiety,  the  offspring  of  uncertainUr, 
is  upon  the  Indians  of  this  conntrv.  The  on- 
repeated  and  as  often  permittea  encroach- 
ments upon  their  homes,  and  the  utter  waste 
of  their  power,  has  made  them  fearful  of  the 
worst.  No  one  of  them  has  a  heart  to  labor 
or  to  learn.  A  more  active  but  less  generous 
civilization  is  upon  them,  and  wants  their 
moneys  and  their  lands. 

The  race  called  Indian,  who  were  the  possess- 
ors of  this  continent  when  it  was  discovered  bv 
Columbus  and  his  coadjutors,  numbered,  north 
of  the  Isthmus  of  Darien,  over  three  millions  of 
souls,  and  within  the  territoiry  now  constituting 
the  limits  of  the  United  States,  exclusive  of 
Alaska,  over  two  and  half  millions  of  people. 
These  x>eople  were  not  Jews,  Christians,  Mo- 
hammedans, or  Pagans.  They  believed  in  an 
invisible  God,  creator  and  ruler  of  all  things, 
and  revered  him  with  a  reverence  that  would 
do  honor  to  many  of  our  more  fiuhionable 
professors  and  divines.  Their  traditions  of 
the  past  agreed  well  with  our  histories.  Their 
traditions  concerning  the  creation  and  the 
flood,  their  belief  of  a  future  state  of  existence 
and  accountability,  though  crude  and  indefinite 
in  explanation,  were  zealously  believed  by  all 
the  people ;  and  but  for  the  mad  avarice  of 
the  early  discoverers,  and  subsequent  specula- 
tors that,  in  brutal  and  deceptive  violence  of 
every  virtue,  wronged  and  maddened  them, 
they  would,  with  their  confidence  in  the  new- 
comer, their  reverence  for  his  learning  and 
power,  and  their  ability  to  learn,  have  become 
a  valuable  element  in  our  body-politic  and 
prospered  with  us,  and  the  nation  been  saved 
the  shame  of  the  annihilation  of  a  race  for  the 
possession  of  its  dominion. 

Our  first  permanent  white  settlements  were 
made  at  Jamestown,  Virginia,  in  May,  1607, 
and  at  Plymouth,  MassiM^usetts,  December 
16,1620. 

From  these  two  settlements  commence  the 
era  of  white  increase  and  Indian  decrease 
within  our  present  above  described  limits. 

In  the  two  hundred  and  fifiy  intervening 
years  since  that  date  that  fated  race  has  de- 
creased from  over  two  and  a  half  millions  to 
about  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  souls, 
showing  an  average  diminution  in  numbers  of 
ten  thousand  per  year  for  the  two  hundred  and 
fifiy  consecutive  years. 

The  simple  announcement  of  the  fact  in  this 
place  calls  for  some  certain  and  efficient  rem- 
edy to  stay  the  ruin  and  threatened  annihila- 
tion of  the  race. 

At  the  same  average  rate,  even  with  the 
basis  now  so  severely  reduced,  the  whole 
Indian  population  of  this  country  must  soon 
pass  away,  to  be  remembered  only  by  the  tra- 
ditions of  the  past,  badly  remembered  and 
carelessly  told,  and  by  histories  written  by 
their  enemies,  of  their  wrongs,  with  the  wrongs 
they  did  to  themselves  and  to  others,  with  tit- 
tle truthful  record  left  to  the  world  of  their 
real  virtues  as  a  people,  or  what  could  be 
made  for  them  and  of  them  by  a  proper  ap- 
plication of  a  genuine  Christian  forbearance 
and  humane  treatment ;  and  hardly  a  record 
to  show  that  this  would  have  been  granted 
to  them  by  the  great  masses  of  the  people, 
but  for  the  fact  that  the  relation  between 
the  frontiersman  and  the  Indian  was,  and 
still  is,  made  one  of  variance  and  strife,  by 
designing  and  avaricous  men.  Many  of  them, 
under  the  cloak  of  religion  and  a  plea  of  civil- 
ization and  progress,  in  the  name  of  God  and 
humaniu,  have  plundered  these  unsuspecting 
and  defenseless  people  daring  all  the  long 
period  from  the  time  that  Cortex,  in  the  name 


of  the  church,  murdered  a  nation  in  Mexico 
for  gold,  down  to  the  last  meeting  of  that 
colomn  of  avaricious  and  greedy  men,  corpora- 
tions and  officials,  who  hold  stock  and  bonds 
in  projected  railroads  through  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory and  other  reservations;  that  combina- 
tion of  designing  and  avaricious  men,  that 
cabal  of  speculators  congregated  at  this  capi- 
tal, who  falsely,  in  the  name  of  civilization, 
have  plotted  the  violation  of  the  nation*  s  good 
faith,  pledged,  as  it  is,  by  patents  under  the 
great  seal  of  the  nation,  given  by  law  and  by 
treaties  made  under  and  by  express  authority 
of  that  law,  and  the  disruption  of  the  peace 
and  quiet  of  the  Indian  territory,  and  the  open 
and  shameless  robbery  of  its  inhabitants,  in 
the  interest  of  speculators,  who  will  neither 
improve  the  soil,  foster  general  education, 
cherish  religious  interests,  aid  civilisation,  or 
exercise  a  common  humanity  toward  the 
Indian ;  but,  selfish  and  soulless,  as  such  spec- 
ulators are,  they  will  retard  the  very  civiliza- 
tion in  whose  name  they  hope  falsely  to  gain 
strength,  in  which  to  violate  justice  and  the 
nation's  honor  for  their  own  personal  aggran- 
dizement, in  the  robbery  of  the  Indian  ^nds 
from  them,  from  homestead,  and  from  pre<$mp- 
tion  laws. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  now  desire  to,  and  during 
the  remainder  of  my  remarks  will,  confine 
myself  to  the  consideration  of  the  relations 
between  the  United  Slates  and  the  tribes  or 
nations  of  Indians  occupying  or  to  occupy  the 
Indian  territory  lying  west  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas. 

I  desire  to  oppose  the  establishment  of  a 
territorial  form  of  government  over  that  terri- 
tory, with  my  reasons  therefor,  and  with  ray 
objections  to  the  bills  that  have  been  intro- 
duced into  Congress  for  that  purpose. 

The  following  are  the  tribes  or  nations  of 
Indians  inhabiting  the  Indian  territory  over 
which  it  is  proposed  by  some  to  establish  a 
territorial  form  of  government.  The  name  of 
tribes  and  population  are  given: 

Populaiion. 

Oheroke«s ....14,682 

Greeks 13.000 

Chootaws 15.000 

Chiokasaws ., 6,000 

Pottawatomies. 1,365 

Seminoles 2.300 

Sao  and  Pox 468 

Osages - « 3,875 

Kiowas,  Comancbee,  and  Apaohes.. 5,372 

Arapahocs  and  CheyennoB* -....  3,390 

Quai)aw8 <:25 

Peoriaa,  Kaskaskiaa,  Weas.  Piankeeha^d 151 

Ottawas 141 

ShawneMM 73 

Wyandotte 1 169 

Seneoas 155 

Making  a  total  population  of m  .........64,836 

The  principal  nations  or  tribes  of  Indians 
occupying  the  territory  which  it  is  by  some 
proposed  to  organize  as  the  territory  of  Okla- 
noma,  are  the  Cherokee,  Choctaw,  Chickasaw, 
and  Creeks.  It  was  to  these  several  tribes  that 
the  lands  composing  that  territory  were  ceded 
by  the  United  States,  after  the  possessory  title 
of  the  original  possessors,  the  Osages,  had  been 
extinguished  by  purchase  under  treaty. 

OBiaiHAL  INDIAN  TnLB  ONt  OP  OCCUPANCT  ONLY. 

As  under  the  European  Governments  the 
public  domain,  including  all  newly  dieeovered 
countries,  was  held  to  be  the  property  of  the 
Crown,  so,  under  our  form  of  government,  all 
public  and  unoccupied  lands  are  held  to  be  the 
property  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  rela- 
tion between  the  Indian  tribes  and  the  Qov- 
emment  of  the  United  States  is  held  to  be 
the  same  that  existed  between  them  and  the 
Buropean  discoverers,  the  universal  rule 
having  been  to  consider  the  Indians  as  occu- 
pants of  the  soil  merely. 

These  facts  have  been  taken  for  granted  in 
tiie  transactions  of  our  Government  with  the 
Indians,  and  with  our  own  citizens. 

By  the  charters  from  the  British  Crown  the 
title  to  the  iand  imssed  to  the  seveval  eolonieB, 
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and  when  the  treaty  of  peace  was  ratified  be- 
tween the  Government  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  (treaty  of  Ghent,} 
the  British  Grown  surrendered  all  altimate 
right  to  the  soil  of  these  colonies  as  well  as 
all  political  power  over  the  territory.  This, 
however,  lefb  the  title  to  the  soil  in  the  several 
colonial  governments  within  their  charter 
limits. 

In  the  formation  of  oar  Government  it  be- 
came necessary  to  hold  the  title  to  the  public 
domain  in  the  General  Government,  and  to 
promote  the  public  weal  the  several  (colonies) 
States  conveyed  the  soil  of,  and  jurisdiction 
over,  their  unoccupied  lands  to  the  General 
Government  as  follows:  Virginia,  in  1784; 
Massachusetts,  1786;  Connecticut,  1800;  South 
Carolina,  1787,  and  Georgia  in  1802.  It  will 
be  seen  that  by  these  cessions  of  the  several 
States,  and  by  treaties  with  other  nations,  the 
United  States  became  possessed  of  the  same 
title  formerly  held  by  these  colonies  and  form- 
erly by  the  Crown. 

In  the  case  of  the  Cherokee  Nation  vs.  State 
of  Georgia,  the  opinion  of  the  court  was  deliv- 
ered by  Chief  Justice  Marshall.  (6  Peters, 
page  48 ;  9  Curtis,  4  and  6  Peters,  page 
181.)  In  speaking  of  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
the  court  says : 

"  Thoosh  the  Indianfl  are  acknowledged  to  have 
an  unqnestioDable  and  heretofore  unauestioned 
right  to  the  lands  they  occupy,  until  that  right  shall 
be  exUnguished  by  a  voluntary  cession  to  onr  (Gov- 
ernment, they  ooeupy  a  territory  to  which  we  assert 
a  title  inde|)endent  of  their  will,  which  most  take 
effect  in  point  of  possession  when  their  right  of  pos- 
session ceases." 

Worcester  vs.  State  of  Georgia,  (6  Peters, 

Sage  680,)  in  speaking  of  the  Indian  tribes,  Mr. 
ustice  McLean  delivering  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  said : 

**  Their  right  of  occupancy  has  never  been  ques- 
tioned ;  but  the  fee  in  the  soil  has  been  considered 
in  the  Goyernment.  This  may  be  called  the  right  to 
the  ultimate  domain,  but  the  Indians  have  a  present 
right  of  possession." 

THE  TITLB  OF  TUB  CHOCTAWB.  OHIOKASAWS,  CHBBO- 
KBB8,  AND  OBBSKS  IS  KOT  THB  ORZOINAL  TITLB  OF 
OCOUPAVOT. 

The  title  by  which  these  several  tribes  hold 
their  respective  lands  in  this  Indian  territory 
is  not  the  original  possessory  title  common  to 
the  early  occupants  of  the  soil,  but  is  a  title 
held  by  patent,  given  in  accordance  with  treaty 
stipulations,  that  were  made  under  the  provis- 
ions of  a  law  of  Congress  of  May  28,  1830, 
after  the  original  possessory  title  of  the  Osage 
Indians  had  been  extinguished.  The  law  of 
Congress  of  May  28,  1880,  provided  that  the 
original  possessory  title  of  the  Indians  should 
first  be  extinguished,  and  then  the  transfer  and 
patent  should  be  made  by  the  United  States 
to  these  tribes  for  the  land  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river.  The  title  of  these  tribes  I  have 
named  and  those  tribes  who  hold  from  them 
is  as  valid  as  any  other  titles  held  under  the 
law,  and  much  stronger  even  than  that  of  many 
white  settlers  who  hold  under  treaty  with  the 
Indians  only.  Before  I  proceed,  however,  to 
argue  the  question  of  legal  title,  I  desire  to  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House  and  country  to  the 
character  of  these  particular  Indian  nations  I 
have  named,  and  to  the  treaty  relations  that 
have  for  near  ninety  years  existed  between 
them  severally  and  the  Government. 

TBBATT  BTIPULATIOKS  WITH  IKDZANS. 

I  call  attention  to  some  of  the  many  bonds 
that  in  honor  and  in  Christian  good  faith  hold 
the  Government  and  the  people  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States  to  the  faithful  and  liberal  perform- 
ance of  all  contracts  made  with  the  Indian 
tribes. 

They  were  made  by  national  authorit^r,  and 
recognized  a  corresponding  authority  in  the 
Indian  tribes  to  contract  with  the  Government. 
Imprudent  as  this  continued  system  of  trea- 
ties may  have  become,  yet,  when  entered  into 
and  spread  upon  onr  national  records,  they  are 
evidence  to  us  and  to  the  world  of  contracts 
at  least  made  with  these  people  for  a  valuable 
conaideratiOD,  and  are  no  leB9  sacred  as  be- 


tween the  parties  on  account  of  the  disparity 
of  the  powers  making  them. 

The  anomalous  condition  iu  which  we  are 
placed  by  having  for  such  a  long  time  and  so 
frequently  made  treaties  with  a  people  within 
our  own  national  limits,  and  who,  during  all 
that  time,  were  subject  to  our  intercourse  and 
other  laws,  would  not  be  cured  by  the  forcible 
violation  of  those  contracts  until  we  shall 
first  have  placed  the  Indians  in  the  position  we 
found  them  before  making  the  contracts  with 
them,  which  would  be  both  improper  and 
impossible. 

At  the  time  the  Constitution  was  adopted 
the  comparative  relation  between  the  powers 
of  the  United  States  and  that  of  Indian  tribes 
was  not  so  great  as  now.  The  limits  of  the 
Government  were  then  contracted,  there  being 
vast  territories  then  held  by  Indians,  most  of 
it  not  belonging  to  us,  that  are  now  in  States 
and  organized  Territories  of  the  Union. 

This  change  of  relative  power  between  the 
United  States  and  those  wasted  tribes  demands 
our  most  sacred  performance  of  contracts, 
that  we  have  physical  power  to  sustain  or 
destroy,  while  the  Indians  have  the  only 
alternative  of  submission  to  our  determina- 
tion. 

The  United  States  made  these  Indian  nations, 
tribes,  and  bands  their  equals  in  the  contracts, 
and  hold  the  Indians  to  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  part  of  those  contracts,  and  in 
honor  cannot  do  less  than  to  fully  discharge 
their  part  of  all  of  them. 

It  is  a  settled  principle  of  justice  and  law 
that  one  party  cannot  abandon  a  contract  with 
impunity  or  enforce  the  performance  of  condi- 
tion against  the  other  party  until  he  has  first 
discharged  his  own  agreement. 

The  basis  of  all  our  contracts  with  the  Indians 
was  their  friendship  or  the  purchase  of  their 
lands,  both  of  which  in  times  past  were  valu- 
able to  us ;  but  we  have  retained  the  last  and 
wasted  the  first. 

Their  broken  power  renders  their  friendship 
now  of  less  value  to  ua,  but  the  greed  for  their 
lands  seem  intensified  by  the  absence  of  danger 
in  occupying  them,  and  their  growing  value  in 
the  marget  tor  speculative  purposes. 

The  Indian  tribes  are  within  our  domain, 
and  by  the  terms  of  their  treaties,  and  by  their 
reduced  numbers  and  strength,  are  entirely 
under  our  care  and  power.  They  cannot  enforce 
treaty  stipulations  against  ns  by  physical  force, 
and  cannot  through  the  law  of  nations  appeal 
to  other  Powers  to  aid  them,  or  to  interfere 
even  in  a  friendly  manner  for  the  enforcement 
of  their  rights  under  their  contracts  with  us. 

Their  omy  hope  for  justice  lies  in  our  honest 
discharge  of  the  agreements  we  have  entered 
into  witn  them  for  valuable  consideration,  our 
part  of  which  has  been  received  and  enjoyed, 
and  with  which  we  are  growing  prosperous 
and  wealthy,  while  the^  are  living  on  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  their  patrimony,  and  hourly, 
in  fear  and  possibly  in  danger  of  being  out- 
casts by  the  action  of  a  Christian  Government 
that  they  have  trusted,  and  whose  promises 
they  hold,  evidenced  by  our  own  records, 
treaties,  and  laws. 

The  right  in  the  Indian  tribes  to  make  con- 
tracts for  the  disposal  of  their  lands  has  been 
recognized  by  our  Government  too  long  to  be 
denied  now,  and  too  often  to  be  violated  by 
the  United  States  because  it  may  do  so  with 
impunity,  from  disparity  of  power  between 
it  and  the  Indian  tribes  with  which  it  has 
dealt,  and  many  of  which  it  owes  for  those 
lands. 

The  continued  repetition  of  treaties  is  a 
repeated  confirmation  of  the  right  in  the 
Indians  to  make  them,  and  also  the  right 
to  deal  in  or  for  the  subject-matter  of  those 
treaties. 

The  acceptance  of  the  land  granted  under 
treaties,  ana  the  refraining  by  the  Government 
from  taking  Indian  lands  without  treaty  stipu- 
lation, has  fully  confirmed  the  right  of  the 


Indians  to  cede  or  withhold  the  ces&ios  of 
their  lands. 

The  power  to  sell  implies  the  power  to  psr 
chase  also.  If  the  Indian  could  sell  Luda  i. 
the  United  States,  they  could  also  parchue  kd 
of  the  United  States,  under  laws  of  Coogreij 
authorizing  it. 

Under  the  law  of  May  28, 1830,  and  treaties 
made  under  that  law,  varioas  lodian  tribes 
have  purchased  or  taken  in  ezchaogeM 
west  of  the  Mississippi  river  for  laodi  hek 
by  them  severally  east  of  that  rirer-tbe 
Cnoctaws,  Chickasaws,  Cherokees,  sod  Creek 
or  Muscogee  tribes,  now  iu  the  hika  tem'toij 

? roper;  and  the  Miamies,  ChipaTis,0ttava3. 
^ottawatomies,  Senecas,  Shawnees,  asd  otb 
ers,  located  in  what  is  now  Kansas,  and  other 
States.  And  in  every  case  to  this  tine  the 
Government  has  sacredly  sustained  its  tici&e»* 
with  these  tribea  holding  under  the  gnots 
made  under  the  law  of  May  28, 1830. 

And  yet  no  others  of  the  many  grants  or  ei- 
changes  of  land  with  tribes  under  that  lav  are 
BO  carefully  guarded  as  are  those  of  the  Cben^ 
kees,  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  the  Mosec 
gees  or  Creeks.  All  their  treaties  and  pat«Ba 
describe  their  purchases,  and  refer  in  tenns 
and  dates  to  the  law  of  1880  for  aathoritj  ssti 
power  in  the  premises. 

The  right  of  Indians  to  take  lands  in  feebr 
patent  hhB  been  often  granted  and  repeated); 
exercised  by  the  Government,  both  bj  tratj 
and  by  laws  of  Congress.  Under  the  lav  of 
May  28,  1880,  the  Miami  Indians  of  lodi&si 
sold  their  lands  in  that  State  and  remoyed7et 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  purchased  luiis 
in  Kansas,  to  which  the  Osage  Indian  origifiii 
possessory  title  had  been  eztingoished^  iu» 
same  in  all  particulars  of  law,  treaty,  and titlf 
as  in  the  case  of  the  Cherokees,  Chocun 
Chickasaws,  and  Moscogecs  of  the  hias. 
territory,)  and  settled  upon  it  in  1S46;  aoder 
their  treaty,  made  at  the  forks  of  the  Wabidt. 
November  28,  1840,  by  which  they  agreed  u< 
remove  to  their  new  home  within  six  yors^bo: 
neglecting,  were  removed  by  military  (ot^- 
These  Miamies  reoeived  a  patent  fort^ei' 

Surchase  in  Kansas  under  their  treaties.  These 
[iamies  have  been  permitted  to  take  fees  ii 
several^  in  part  partition  of  their  lands  aN« 
treaties  since  their  grant  in  Kansas  under  tSt 
law  of  1830,  and  the  remainder  of  the  landiji 
now  held  sacredly  for  them,  nneontroUed  bj 
the  State  of  Kansas,  in  which  they  lie. 

Another  case  to  which  I  desire  to  refer » 
that  of  the  united  nation  of  the  Chippen* 
Ottawa,  and  Pottawatomie  Indians,  fornerij 
of  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Michigan.  By  ue 
second  article  of  the  treaty  made  at  Chicago. 
September  26,  1838,  it  is  provided  that- 

•'  In  part  Qonsideration  of  the  above  eeama.  lj«« 
a  cession  of  lands  to  the  United  States.  HtfortS» 
the  first  article.)  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  the  Vji}^ 
States  shall  grant  to  the  said  aotted  oatioa  of  u- 
dians,  to  be  held  as  other  Indian  ludi  m^ 
which  have  lately  been  assigned  to  laicrwai 
Inftians.  a  tract  of  country  west  of  Uie  }^^^Z 
river,  to  be  assigned  to  them  by  thePresidrttoftfi* 
United  States." 

This  title  was  by  the  United  States  coi^ 
ered  good,  though  the  law  of  May28,lw 
under  which  it  was  made,  was  not  meotioDea. 
and  the  lands  not  described  in  the  tr^ttf 
made  under  that  law,  and  no  patent i«B»»/ 

f>rovisions  of  any  treaty  requiring  it  »  ^ 
ocated  by  the  President  only,  bntthe  Gowj^ 
afterwyd  recognissed  their  title,  and  in  l» 
gave  them  $860,000  in  money  for  it. 

The  title  of  the  Choctaws,  Cherokees,  Ch«i 
asaws,  and  Muscogees  is  held  under  tbe 
of  May  28,  1830,  by  treaties  made  under  t» 
law  and  referring  to  it.  The  iwdsareflf 
scribed  in  the  treaty,  and  the  J»*»"^^y 
severally  provide  for  patents,  and  "•ep4»^ 
were  issued  and  delivered  to  ^^,^^ 
tribes,  each  patent  naming  the  law  and o««' 

under  which  it  is  given.  .  ^ 

Another  reason  why  we  should  anitaui 
treaties  in  the  fnU  light  of  contracts  witj^ 
dian  tribes  lies  in  the  fact  that  we  owe  tt«" 
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money  and  other  articles  of  property,  as  set 
forth  in  those  treaties,  in  consideration  for  the 
lands  we  purchased  from  them. 


This  is  tme  of  the  tribes  with  whom  we  haye 
dealings  now  in  the  Indian  territory,  as  will 
be  seen  by  reference  to  the  following  table : 


Tribes. 


Cherokees 

Creeks 

Chpctaws 

Pottawatomies ^ ^.. 

Seminoles..... ^ 

Sa<»  and  Foxes 

Osaces ..„ 

Eiowas,  Gomanohes,  and  Apaches. 

Arapaboes  and  Cheyennes 

Peorias,  Piankeshaws.  Ao 

Ottawaa ......^ 

Sbawnees „ 

Senecaa  and  Shawneee 


Annual  perma- 

Aggregate 

Aggregate 

nent    proTisiona 

amount  of  bonds 

amount  due 

capitalised. 

held  in  trust. 

under  treaties. 

$1,580,975  35 

. 

- 

w 

$1,399,868  00 

$210.400  00 

506.427  20 

390.257  80 

eo.000  00 

1.185,883  161 

- 

2r,256  40 

U1.500  00 

455,581  57 

. 

- 

670.000  00 

• 

17,200  00 

1,023,700  00 

. 

41.000  00 

69.120  00 

. 

. 

780.000  00 

. 

. 

520.000  00 

. 

122.103  02 

- 

. 

21.674  48 

- 

. 

40.536  97 

100.000  00 

2I.20O0O 

20.149  86 

21.000  00 

By  violating  treaty  stipulations  we  repudiate 
oar  debts  to  these  tribes,  and  most  certainly 
no  honest  man  will  refuse  to  pay  these  poor 
and  helpless  people  while  he  is  willing  to  pay 
our  other  creditors  of  the  Goyemment,  who 
are  better  able  to  care  for  them  selves,  and  yet 
whose  claims  are  no  more  valid. 

Lands  were  always  purchased  of  the  Indians 
cheaply,  so  that  our  debts  to  them  were  for 
valuable  and  'full  consideration,  while  our 
national  bonds  sold  at  one  time  for  less  than 
forty  cents  on  the  dollar  of  their  &ce.  Yet 
who  is  base  enough  to  desire  their  repudia- 
tion? Then  let  us  not  repudiate  the  Indian's 
claim,  made  under  treaty  and  laws  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

Again,  we  must  not  forget  that  our  treaties 
with  these  Indians  have  been  made  with  them 
in  their  tribal  way ;  onr  purchases  of  land  were 
made  in  that  way,  and  our  promises  to  pay 
and  our  payments  made  were  in  the  same  way. 
The  Indians  held  their  lands  in  common,  and 
BO  sold  them  ;  the  proceeds  were  due  them  in 
common,  and  when  paid  were  always  divided 
pro  r(Ua» 

Whatever  destroys  the  tribal  relation  of  the 
Indians,  unless  well  guarded  by  further  agree- 
ment or  bv  law,  will  defeat  the  treaty  con- 
tracts we  hold  with  them,  and  leave  no  one 
authorized  to  hold  their  bonds  for  them  or  to 
collect  or  receive  the  moneys  or  property  due 
or  owing  to  them,  and  it  must,  in  tnat  case, 
escheat  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  and  pauperize  every  Indian  within  our 
jarisdiction. 

Is  there  a  man  in  America  so  lost  to  his 
own  and  the  national  honor  as  to  desire  such 
a  thing ;  such  a  robbery  of  defenseless  and 
helpless  Indians  by  the  Government ;  such  a 
plundering  of  the  weak  by  the  strong? 

Again,  Uie  lands  held  by  some  of  the  Indians 
are  upon  the  original  possessory  title  of  those 
vrho  resided  on  the  lands  when  this  country 
was  discovered,  and  is  known  as  a  title  of 
occupancy.  Those  have  been  circumscribed 
into  reservations  that  are  now  retained  under 
treaty  stipulations.  The  peace  and  quiet  of 
the  Indians  depend  on  the  sanctity  of  these 
treaties.  The  lands  held  by  the  tribes  in  the 
Indian  territory  are  by  purchases  in  their  tribal 
capacity,  and  paid  for  by  transfers  of  other 
tribal  lands,  or -in  tribal  moneys.  The  pur- 
chases were  made  by  treaties  under  laws  au- 
thorizing it^  and  are  held  by  patents  executed 
in  conformity  to  those  treaties  and  laws,  and 
all  are  conditional  that  the  lands  shiJl  revert 
to  the  United  States  when  the  tribes  become 
extinct,  or  the  Indians  shall  abandon  the 
same. 

Certainly  no  statesman  will  attempt  to  force 
the  conditions  of  a  contract  of  his  own  Govern- 
ment a^^ainst  a  whole  people,  to  force  the  tribal 
extinction  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  an 
escheat  of  the  homes  of  these  people,  for  which 
they  have  paid  the  Government  long  since,  and 
oo  one  wiu  permit  what  he  would  not  commit 
Ia  that  direction.    Finally  I  will  read  the  act 


of  Congress  approved  March  8,  1871,  which 
provides — 

**That  hereafter  no  Indian  nation  or  tribe  within 
the  territory  of  the  United  States  shall  be  aoknowl- 
edged  or  recognized  as  an  independent  nation,  tribe, 
or  Power,  with  whom  the  United  States  may  oon- 
traet  by  treaty:  Provided  further.  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  oonstraed  to  invalidate 
or  impair  the  obligation  of  any  treaty  heretofore 
lawfally  made  and  ratified  with  any  Indian  nation 
or  tribe." 

INDIAN  CITIZENSHIP. 

It  is  proper  in  this  connection  to  refer  to  the 
question  of  making  citizens  of  Indians,  and  to 
the  mode  that  has  been  proposed  for  doing  so, 
with  a  showing  of  the  serious  and  troublesome 
effects  that  would  follow  any  eeneral  law  on 
that  subject,  unless  well  guarded  by  protect- 
ive property- title  clauses. 

The  mode  proposed  is  only  another  way  of 
working  dishonorable  escheats  of  Indian  prop- 
erty by  tribal  dissolution,  without  legal  guar- 
antees for  protecting  their  titles  and  property 
from  escheat  and  waste. 

It  is  argued  that  the  Indians  cannot  become 
citizens -of  the  United  States  and  hold  their 
tribal  relations  at  the  same  time ;  and  to  cure 
this  it  is  proposed  to  compel  them  by  law  to 
dissolve  the  tribal  relations  in  order  to  become 
citizens,  and  to  abandon  all  their  ownership 
in  the  tribal  property,  lands,  money,  and  inter- 
est of  all  kind. 

That  is  to  authorize  or  counsel  them  to 
become  citizens  by  first  pauperizing  them- 
selves by  a  permitted  voluntary  escheat,  or 
what  is  still  worse  on  our  part,  having  been 
by  us  pauperized  by  the  compulsory  escheat 
of  their  property  to  the  Government,  that 
would  in  this  case  have  violated  its  pledges 
wi^  and  plundered  the  people  it  proposes  to 
citizenize  by  way  of  civilizing  the  Indian  under 
Christian  influences. 

This  proposition  carried  out  is  to  authorize 
or  compel  the  Indian  to  purchase,  at  a  sacri- 
fice of  all  his  property,  the  privilege  of  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  his 
Sroperty  going  by  escheat,  on  account  of  the 
isruption  of  his  tribe,  directly  to  the  Govern- 
ment that  makes  the  offer,  and  the  property 
thus  received  by  the  Government  would  be  in 
the  destruction  of  its  own  solemn  agreements 
with  the  Indians.  This  is  not  done  with 
other  people,  and  it  should  not  and  must  not 
be  witn  tnese,  and  certainly  is  no  inducement 
either  to  the  citizenation  or  the  civilization  of 
the  Indians,  and  no  encouragement  for  the 
voluntary  dissolution  of  tribal  relations. 

It  is  proposed  to  naturalize  these  people, 
men  ana  women,  under  the  laws  for  natural- 
izing persons  of  iforeign  birth,  while  these  are 
native-born.  It  is  also,  by  this  measure,  pro- 
posed to  absolve  them  from  the  foreign  Power, 
that  is  the  Indian  tribe  to  which  they  oelonged, 
and  of  course,  as  the  naturalization  laws  pre- 
scribe, from  all  other  Powers  whatsoever. 

This  is  an  acknowledgment  of  the  fact  that 
the  tribe  had  power  to  make  treaties,  and  yet. 
with  all  this,  it  is  still  proposed  to  disregard 
the  treaties  made  with  such  tribes. 


These  are  serious  subjects,  not  only  to  the 
defenseless  tribes  of  Indians  who  are  by  such 
movements,  if  successful,  to  be  annihilated  and 
robbed,  but  to  the  nation  whose  honor  is  worth 
preserving,  and  needs  the  care  in  these  mat- 
ters of  thinking  and  well-meaning  men. 

It  is,  bv  theee  measures,  required  that  In- 
dians, both  men  and  women,  in  addition  to  all 
the  enumerated  hardships  preparatory  to  and 
the  price  of  becoming  citizens,  shall  first  prove 
that  for  five  years  last  past,  before  applying  for 
naturalization,  he  or  sue  has  adopted  civilized 
habits  and  has  maintained  him  or  herself  and 
family,  if  the  head  of  one. 

Thus  the  proposition  is  to  make  them  prove 
that  for  five  years  they  have  sustained  them- 
selves, then  they  are  to  be  pauperized  bv  a 
necessary  escheat  of  their  property,  and  thus 
citizenized  and  naked  they  are  authorized  to 
contend  with  civilized  and  educated  society, 
and  prosper  or  fail  as  the  sequel  would  show. 
These  are  the  hardships  of  the  proposed  plans 
to  destroy  the  Indian  title  to  his  lands  by  the 
act  of  civilization  by  citizenship. 

The  proposition  to  citizenize  the  Indian,  and 
save  his  property  to  him,  either  in  common  or 
in  severalty,  would  not  suit  those  men  who 
desire  the  territorial  government  established 
over  the  Indian  territory,  because  the  purpose 
of  tiie  whole  and  several  movements  in  that 
direction  has  one  initiative  and  one  object- 
ive point.  The  first  is  to  destroy  the  tribal 
title  to,  and  the  last  is  to  get  the  tribal  lands 
for  railroad  purposes,  under  the  anticipatory 
laws  of  July  25,  26,  and  27, 1866,  prepared  for 
this  purpose,  and  pressed  now  with  quite  as 
much  zeal  as  integrity  and  worth  will  permit. 

The  Indians  are  reaching  a  point  at  which 
they  can  be  citizenized  and  individualized,  bat 
all  these  movements  by  which  their  titles  and 
property  are  threatened  or  endangered  drives 
them  closer  to  their  tribal  relation,  and  looses 
their  confidence  in  the  people  and  Government, 
and  delays  their  civilization.  No  one  labors 
well  who  doubts  the  title  to  his  farm  on  which 
he  labors,  whether  he  is  a  white,  red,  or  black 
man. 

Finally,  we  should  stand  by  the  treaties  made 
by  the  Government  with  these  tribes  of  Indians 
for  the  reason,  among  others,  that  they  are 
friendless.  They  have  been  friendless  because 
they  have  had,  and  some  still  have,  property, 
which  they  are  not  as  well  able  to  care  for  as 
are  the  whites,  and  which  Christian  greed  now 
demands.  It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  our  Chris- 
tian civilization  that  our  philanthropy  as  a  peo- 
ple is  in  exact  inverse  ratio  to  our  personal 
interest  in  the  subject  of.  philanthropic  con- 
sideration. 

The  negro  had  friends  in  this  country  who 
did  good  service  in  arousing  the  public  mind 
to  his  interests,  resulting  in  the  utter  madness 
of  his  oppressor  and  the  liberation  of  the 
slaves ;  but  it  will  hardly  be  forgotten  that  the 
friends  of  the  slaves  were,  with  few  honorable 
exceptions,  those  who  had  no  pecuniary  inter- 
est in  the  results  of  his  toil  or  the  price  of  his 
sale.  Some  of  the  churches  did,  after  lon^ 
neglect,  rally  to  the  support  of  the  cause  of 
God  and  humanity,  and  they  said  that  slavery 
was  wrong,  and  even  some  ministers  of  the 
Gospel  gave  that  as  their  opinion.  Now,  no 
man  is  mad  enough  to  indorse  slavery  or  to 
want  its  reSstablishment. 

May  we  hope  that  the  people  are  be- 
coming to  some  extent  awakened  to  the  true 
condition  of  t^ose  Indians,  and  that  the 
churches  and  ministers  are  aroused  to  speak 
for  them.  The  President  did  a  most  noble 
act  in  calling  on  the  churches  to  present  men 
for  the  care  of  these  people,  and  in  requiring 
that  the  church  organizations  shall  recommend 
and  indorse  those  that  they  send  to  this  work, 
thus  securing  the  best  and  not  the  worst 
of  laborers'  as  has  too  long  been  the  custom. 

In  this  Christian  naUon,  when  the  Indians 
have  melted  away  at  the  fearful  avenwe  rate 
of  one  hundred  thousand  per  year  ror  two 
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hundred  and  fifty  consecative  years,  but  few  of 
those  who  hear  me  have  ever  heard  a  prayer 
started  on  its  way  to  God  for  tbese  poor  peo- 
ple. In  ibis  the  capital  of  the  nation  I  have 
not  heard  any  minister  prav  for  an  Indian.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  the  people,  and  the  people's 
representatives,  will  sustain  the  movement  now 
to  arouse  the  churches  to  the  care  of  these 
Indians.  The  missionaries  sent  among  them 
have  been  as  careful  to  have  provisions  in  the 
treaties  for  land  as  for  any  other  apparent 
interest 

PBIKOIPAL  TBI  BIS  IN  THB  INDIAN  TBBBIT0BT»   CfBBB- 
OKESS,  CnOCTAWS,  CBBEKS,  AND  CBIOKASAWS. 

The  Cherokees  once  owned  the  country  in 
which  we  stand  to-day.  The  foundation- stones 
of  this  Capitol  are  sunken  in  the  soil  over  which 
the  Cherokee,  called  Chullokee,  from  time 
immemorial,  walked  and  called  his  own.  Their 
delegations  come  to  no  stranee  land  when  here ; 
they  protest,  in  the  name  of  their  people,  against 
th«  proposed  encroachments  and  seizure  of 
their  present  homes,  when,  under  our  treaties 
and  laws  made  with  their  fathers  and  with 
themselves,  they  demand  of  us  justice  at  these 
doors.  We  can  only  comprehend  the  magni- 
tude of  the  crime  proposed  against  the  Chero- 
kee, Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  and  Creek  Indians, 
in  the  violent  seizure  of  their  lands  and  the 
utter  disregard  of  their  titles,  held  as  thoy  are 
by  patent  under  treaty  made  under  laws 
specially  providing  for  them ;  by  tracing  the 
lon|;  line  of  contracts,  political,  social,  and 
busmess  relations  between  them  severally  and 
the  Government;  by  seeing  the  progress  they 
have  made  in  civilization,  and  by  learning  cor- 
rectly the  strong  bond  and  national  faith  and 
honor  by  which  they  hold  their  lands  and  their 
homes.  These  people  are  not  savages:  their 
schools,  courts,  farms,  councils,  printea  laws, 
churches,  and  workshops,  all  prove  that  they 
are  not  savages,  nor  even  careless  of  their 
future  hopes  and  wants.  They  are  to-day  a 
Christian  people,  for  their  protests  made  to 
this  House,  introduced  by  myself  at  their 
request,  and  printed  hj  order  of  the  House, 
and  the  speeches  of  their  delegates  before  the 
Committee  on  Territories,  in  defense  of  their 
homes,  prove  their  civUieatlon  and  attest  their 
ability. 

I  now  desire  to  ask  your  kind  attention  to 
the  various  and  important  social,  commer- 
cial, political,  moval,  and  religious  subjects  on 
which  the  United  States  have  made  solemn 
tnaties  and  agreements  with  the  several  tribes 
of  Indians  now  residing  in  the  Indian  terri- 
tory, many  of  which  are  also  common  to  our 
dealings  with  all  the  tribes  within  the  Gov- 
ernment limits,  treaties  in  which  the  nation's 
honor  is  pledged  in  the  solemnity  of  its  innu- 
merable repetitions,  running  through  near  one 
hundred  years,  with  the  most  triumphant  dip- 
lomatic success  \o  the  Government 

PKACB  AND  AXITT  WITH  CHICKASAWS. 

By  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  on  the  Keowee, 
near  Seneca  Old  Town,  made  on  the  10th  of 
January,  1786,  it  is  expressly  agreed  with  the 
Chickasaw  nation,  in  article  eleven,  that — 

"The  hatchet  shall  be  forever  buried,  and  the 
peace  giTen  by  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
the  frieDdflhip  refe'stablished  between  the  said  States 
on  one  part  mad  tbo  Cbiokasaw  on  the  other  part, 
shall  be  uDiversal ;  and  thecontrsotincr  parties  shall 
use  their  utmost  endeavors  to  maintain  the  peace 
siren  as  aforesaid  and  friendship  re^'atablished." 

This  solemn  obliffation  has  been  reaffirmed 
by  treatv  with  the  United  States  at  Chickasaw 
Bluffs,  October  24,  1801,  and  by  articles  of 
arrangement  of  September  20,  1816 ;  by  the 
treaty  near  Old  Town,  October  19,  1818^  and 
treaty  of  Pantiloe  Creek,  October  20,  1832, 
in  which  last  treaty  the  Ghickasaws  ceded  to 
the  Government  the  remainder  of  their  lands 
east  of  the  Mississippi  river. 

By  the  first  article  of  the  joint  treaty  with 
the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  at  Washington, 
Anril  28, 1866,  peace  and  amity  are  fully  estab- 
lished and  affirmed. 


PEACB  AND  AMITT  WITH  CHOOTAWS. 

By  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  January  8, 
1786,  it  is  affreed  with  the  Choctaws,  in  the 
language  of  the  treaty  with  the  Chickasaws  as 
given  iu>ove,  article  eleven,  'Hhat  the  hatchet 
shall  be  forever  buried,''  &c. 

This  assurance  of  peace  and  amity  is  re- 
affirmed in  the  treaty  of  Fort  Adams,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1801  ;  by  the  articles  of  convention. 
Fort  Confederation,  October  17,  1802 ;  treaty 
of  Hoe  Buckintoopa,  August  81,  1803  ;  Poos- 
hadukonnok,  November  16,  1806 ;  Choctaw 
Trading-House,  October  24,  1816;  Doak's 
stand,  October  18, 1820;  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton, January  25,  1825 ;  and  by  the  treaty  of 
Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  September  27,  1830. 

By  article  third  of  this  treaty,  the  Choctaws 
ceded  to  the  United  States  the  residue  of  the 
lands  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  by  the 
first  article  of  the  joint  treaty  of  Washington 
of  April  28,  1866,  it  is  provided  that  '*  per- 
manent peace  and  friendship  are  hereby  estab- 
lished between  the  United  States  and  said 
nations;  and  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws 
do  hereby  bind  themselves  respectively  to  use 
their  influence,  and  to  make  every  exertion  to 
induce  Indians  of  the  plains  to  maintain  peace- 
ful relations  with  each  other,  with  other  Indi- 
ans, and  with  the  United  States. 

PEACE  AND  AMITT  WITH  CHEBOKSES. 

By  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  November  28, 
1786,  it  is  agreed  with  the  Cherokees,  in  the 
language  of  the  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  and 
Chickasaws,  that  '^  the  hatchet  shall  be  forever 
buried,''  &c.  This  is  reaffirmed  in  substance 
in  subsequent  treaties,  as  by  treaty  of  Holston, 
Julv  2,  1791;  Philadelphia,  June  26,  1794; 
Tellico,  October  2,  1798 ;  Tellico,  October  25, 
1805;  Tellico,  October  27,  1806;  the  city  of 
Washington,  November  14,  1805;  Washing* 
ton,  January  7,  1806;  Washington,  Septem- 
ber 11,  1807;  Washington,  March  22,  1816; 
Turkey  Town,  September  14,  1816;  at  the 
Cherokee  Agency  July  8,  1817 ;  Washington, 
February  27,  1819;  Tellico,  October  24,  1804 ; 
convention  of  Washington,  May  6, 1828  ;  treaty 
of  Fort  Gibson,  February  14,  1838  ;  treaty  of 
New  Echota,  Georgia,  December  29,  1835. 
By  this  last  treaty  the  Cherokees  ceded  the  re- 
mainder of  their  lands  east  of  the  Mississippi 
river.  And  peace  and  amity  are  reaffirmed  by 
the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, July  19,  1866. 

PEACE  AND  AMITT  WITH  THE  CBBEKS. 

Bv  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  New 
York  of  August  7,  1790,  the  Creek  nation 
agreed  that — 

**  There  shall  be  perpetual  peaee  and  friendship 
between  all  the  oitizens  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  all  the  individuals,  towns,  and  tribes 
of  the  Upper,  Middle,  and  Lower  Creeks  and  Semi- 
noles  oomposing  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians." 

This  is  affirmed  in  stronger  terms  by  the 
treaty  of  Colrain,  June  29,  1796,  and  Fort 
Wilkinson,  on  June  16,  1802 ;  city  of  Wash- 
ington, November  14,  1805 ;  Creek  Agency, 
June  22,  1818;  Indian  Springs,  January  8, 
1821 ;  city  of  Washington,  January  24,  1826; 
supplemental  article  of  March  31, 1826;  Creek 
Agency,  November  15, 1827 ;  city  of  Washing- 
ton, March  24,  1832;  and  treaty  of  Fort  Gib- 
son, February  14,  1888.     They  declare— 

"Abticlb  1.  The  Maskogoe  or  Creek  nation  of  In- 
dians, westof  the  Mississippi,  deolare  themselves  to 
be  the  friends  and  allies  of  the  United  States,  under 
whose  parental  oare  and  protection  they  desire  to 
oontinne." 

And  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, of  March  21,  1866,  made  with  the 
Creeks,  declares  that — 

"There  shall  be  perpetual  peaee  and  friendship 
between  the  parties  to  this  treaty;  and  the  Creeks 
bind  themselves  to  remain  firm  allies  and  friends  of 
the  United  States,  and  never  to  take  up  arms  against 
the  United  Sutes.  but  always  to  faitafully  aid  in 
putting  down  its  enemies." 

They  also  agree  to  remain  at  peace  with  all 
Other  Indian  tribest  and  in  return  the  United 
States  guaranties  them  quiet  possawion  of. 


their  country  and  protection  &gai]»tb(^i 
ities  on  the  part  of  other  tribes. 

Bjr  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  wiik  tkt 
Seminoles  of  March  21, 1866,  tnsdest  the  ci'T 
of  Washington,  it  provides  in  the  same  teroi 
as  that  with  the  Creek  nation  proper  of  ta* 
same  date  and  place  touching  the  peraanec: 
peace  and  amity  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Seminoles. 

The  same  is  also  true  of  other  tribe3  letti^i 
on  the  said  territory  west  of  ninetj  nxd^-. 
by  virtue  of  provisions  of  the  treitie!  of]  86( 
above  referred  to. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  made  thii  cbrooolu- 
gical  exhibit  of  the  oft-declared  sBdmssorted 
sentiments  of  peace  and  amity  betieea  the 
Government  and  these  several  tribaof  Cberu 
kee,  Choctaw,  Chickasaw,  and  Cntk  Mu!, 
to  snow  the  House  and  country  the  recUca 
ness  of  the  attempt  now  being  made  here  a 
cross  a  pathway  ot  such  longcontiDoed  good 
feeling  and  mutual  friendship,  for  tke  lol: 
purpose  of  doing  Tiolence  to  solemn  oontncti 
and  our  national  h  onorysolely  for  the  aecos 
modation  of  speculators  in  the  public  doaiii 
who  stand  in  the  way  of  the  nation's  progres. 
blasting  alike  the  hopos  of  the  philanthropiN 
and  the  laborer,  recognizing  no  Isw  hnt  tht 
of  personal  aggrandisement,  and  no  rjtce 
that  intervenes  Uieir  avarice. 

Sir,  there  is  a  Providencer  thit  niei  \^ 
affairs  of  men  that  aometimes  hsa  given  lapie 
proofs  that  He  will  not  always  bear  the  opDRf 
sions  of  the  helpleaa  with  patience.  WeW« 
already  learned  in  sorrow  asd  in  blood  tin: 
God  is  just,  and  that  his  justice  does  aot  cieep 
forever. 

PBOTKCTXOy  or  TBI  UinVBD  8T1TB. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  now  ask  sltentioo  t 
another  hnk  in  this  chain  binding  the  peopi- 
of  the  United  States  to  an  honest  ftdmiBisi» 
tioa  of  its  treaties,  contracts,  snd  lavs  vi<  < 
these  several  nations  or  tribes  of  lodianfi.  I: 
is  our  ofl-repeated  solemn  promises  to  protec 
them  from  external  and  internal  harm,  ace^e 
panied  with  their  full  and  unqualified  ackiovl 
edgment  and  acceptance  or  that  proteciisf 
care. 

PaOTBOTIOlf  TO  GHIBOKHS. 

By  OUT  treaty  with  the  Cherokees,  made  st 
Hopewell,  November  28, 1785,  it  is  prorided: 

*'  Art.  3.  The  said  Indians,  for  thetDselT»  ci 
their  respective  tribes  and  towns,  do  aeka«vMff 
all  the  Cheroke«s  to  be  under  the  proteedoa  or  w 
United  States  of  America,  and  of  no  other  WTerof: 
whatsoever." 

And  by  the  treaty  of  Holston,  Jolj  2,  H'^l. 

the  Cherokees  reamrm  the  above  words,  ftoi 

further  provide : 

"And  they  also  stipulate  that  the  8aidCb«okte 
nation  will  not  hold  any  treaty  with  an;  wR«f: 
Power.  individoalSUte,  orindividaab  ofaay  8tttt 

This  is  again  reaffirmed  in  the  treat;  c>. 
Philadelphia,  June  26, 1794 ;  of  Teiyco,  Oct^ 
ber  2,  1798;  of  Cherokee  Agency,  July^ 
1817  ;  and  by  the  twenty-sixth  article  of  th^ 
treaty  of  Washington,  July  19, 1866,iti8pr<>^ 
video  that — 

*'The  United  Stotes  rnarantees  to  tkt  people  o' 
the  Cherokee  nation  the  qaiet  aad  pesMablei^ 

Session  of  their  country,  and  Koteetion,  iitnM 
lomestio  fouds  and  insurrection,  and  aO"^ Jffi 
tilities  of  other  tribes.  They  shall  al?o  be  prot«t« 
asainst  interruptions  or  iotrasion  fron  all  uj^ 
thoriaed  citiaens  of  the  United  Stat«/rb«  lu; 
attempt  to  settle  on  their  lands  or  reside  la  wi. 
territory." 

This  guaranty  is  to  the  people  of  the  Cber^ 
kee  nation. 

PSOTKOTION  TO  CHOVJIAWS. 

By  the  second  article  of  our  treat?  of  Hop*; 
well,  of  January  3,  1786,  with  the  Choclsws," 
is  provided  that — 

"The  commissioners  plenipotenUm  <i'^J^, 
Choctaw  nations  do  hereby  aoknowledfe  tbe  tnv^ 
and  towns  of  the  eaid  nation,  and  the  Im"'.;""'^ 
the  boundary  allotted  to  the aeidla<haaiielife»; 
hant  on,  as  mentioned  in  the  thud  arode.  to^ 
under  the  oroteotion  of  the  United  SttteJ^of  Aflw 
ica,  and  of  no  other  sovereifn  whatsoTtr. 

This  is  reaffirmed  in  words  by  tfestf  of  ^ 
Adams,  Dacember  17,  18K),  aad  bj  tiie  rerr 
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restrictive  provisions  of  the  treaty  of  DanciDff 
Rabbit  Creek,  of  September  27, 1810,  the  fifth 
article  of  which  provides  that — 

**The  United  States  are  obliged  to  proteot  the 
Choctawg  from  domestio  strife  and  from  foreign  ene* 
miefl,  on  the  same  prinoiples  that  the  cititens  of  the 
United  States  are  protected.  So  that  whatever  would 
be  a  legal  demand  upon  the  United  States  for  de» 
fen^e  or  for  wroags  committed  by  an  enemy  on  a 
citiien  of  the  United  States  shall  be  equally  bindins 
in  favor  of  Gboctaws."  Ac. 

PBOTBCTION  TO  CHIOKASAWS. 

By  our  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  January  10, 
1780,  with  the  Chickasaws,  it  is  solemnly  pro- 
vided that — 

"Art.  2.  The  oommlssioners  plenipotentiary  of 
the  Chickasaws  do  hereby  a<$knowledge  the  tribes 
and  the  towns  of  the  Chickasaw  nation  to  be  under 
the  protection  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
of  no  other  sovereign  whofoover." 

This  is  VkgAin  affirmed  by  treaty  in  the  Chick* 
asaw  country  Jaly  23,  1806 ;  by  treaty  of  city 
of  Washington  of  May  24,  1884. 

The  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington 
city  of  June  2,  1851,  provides  that — 

"The  Chickasaw  tribe  of  Indians  acknowledge 
themselves  to  be  under  the  guardianship  of  the 
United  States,  and  as  a  means  of  securing  the  prO' 
tcctiun  gaaranteed  to  them  by  former  treaties  it  is 
ai?rcod  that  an  agent  of  the  United  States  shall  con- 
tinue to  reside  among  them." 

The  fourteenth  article  of  the  joint  treaty  of 
Washington  of  June  22,  1856,  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Choctaws  and  Chicka- 
saws, provides  that — 

"  The  United  States  shall  protect  the  Choctaws 
and  Chickasaws  from  domestic  strife,  from  hostile 
invasion,  and  from  aggression  by  other  Indians  and 
white  persons  not  subject  to  their  jurisdiction  and 
laws;  and  for  all  injuries  resulting  from  such  in- 
▼aeion  or  aggressions  full  indemnity  is  hereby  guar- 
antied  to  the  party  or  parties  injured,  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple and  according  to  the  same  rules  upon  which 
wnite  persons  are  entitled  to  indemnity  for  injuries 
or  aggressions  upon  them  committed  by  Indians." 

Thus  the  United  States  agrees  to  be  respons- 
ible in  'money  for  any  dereliction  of  its  duty 
under  treaty  stipulations  to  protect  the  Choc- 
taws and  Chickasaws  in  the  quiet  possession 
of  their  homes,  and  by  treaty  with  Choctaws 
and  Chickasaws  of  A.pril  28,  1866,  as  above 
quoted  from  articles  forty  three  and  forty-five 
of  that  joint  treaty. 

PROTICTION  TO  THB  GBSSKS. 

By  our  treaty  of  New  York  of  August  7, 1790, 
"with  the  Creek  nation,  it  is,  by  article  two,  pro- 
claimed that  all  parts  of  the  Creek  nation  then 
**  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  do 
solemnly  acknowledge  themselves  and  the  said 
parts  of  the  Creek  nation  to  be  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
of  no  other  sovereign  whosoever.''  This  was 
again  specially  affirmed  by  our  treaty  of  Col- 
rain,  June  29, 1796.  These  guarantees  for  pro- 
tection are  again  renewed  in  the  first  article  of 
the  treaty  of  June  14,  1866,  made  at  Washing- 
ton, in  which  the  United  States  guaranties 
Lhem  protection  *' against  hostilities  on  the 
part  of  other  tribes.'* 

The  United  States  and  the  Creek  nation  are 
>y  this  article  declared  to  be  **  firm  allies  and 
Viends,"  and  protection  is  fully  reaffirmed  in 
.his  treaty  by  the  twelfth  article,  which  reas- 
mmes  all  treaty  stipulations  with  Creeks  of  a 
>rior  date  not  inconsistent  with  this  trea^. 

And  article  eighteen  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ngton,  of  August  7, 1866,  with  the  Creeks  and 
^etninoles,  provides  that — 

"The  United  States  shall  protect  the  Greeks  and 
)ominoles  from  domestic  strife,  from  hostile  inva- 
ion  and  from  aggressions  by  other  Indians  and 
rhite  parsons  not  subject  to  their  jurisdiction  and 
AWd :  and  for  all  injuries  from  such  invasion  or 
fTKrojiKion  full  indemnity  is  hereby  granted  to  the 
•  arty  or  parties  injured  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
'uited  States,  upon  the  sam?  principle  and  accord- 
riK  to  the  same  rules  upon  which  white  persons  are 
ri titled  to  indemnity  for  injuries  or  aggressions 
pon  them  committed  by  Indians." 

By  a  long  series  of  treaties  the  United  States 
fifered  its  protection  to  these  Indian  nations, 
rho  as  often  accepted  it ;  and,  with  more  faith 
iian  millions  of  our  white  people,  they  have 
ept   their  part  of  the  obligauon  inviolate. 
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Four  thousand  of  them  fonght  under  the  Union 
flag  in  our  late  war,  which  was  all  of  their  men 
over  twenty- one  years  of  age.  No  whittf  <tbm- 
manitj  did  so  well. 

PROTEOTION  or  INDIAN  LANDS  FROX  INTRUSION. 

It  has  been  the  constant  practice  of  the  Gov- 
ernment to  extend  to  the  Indian  tribes  hold- 
ing special  properties  by  the  assent  of  the 
Government  protection  against  intruders  on 
their  lands.  I  call  attention  to  the  treaties 
with  the  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  Creeks,  and 
Cherokees,  where  provisions  of  this  kind 
are  made  and  afiBrmea. 

INTRUSION  ON  CBRROKXB  LANDS. 

By  our  treaty  with  the  Cherokees  of  Hope- 
well, November  28,  1785  -,  of  Tellico,  Octo- 
ber 2,  1798;  of  Tellico,  October  25,  1805;  of 
Cherokee  Agency,  July  8,  1817 ;  fifth  article 
treaty  of  Washington,  Febrnary  27,  1819  ;  and 
also  by  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington 
of  May  6,  1828,  touching  the  establishment  of 
the  west  line  of  Arkansas,  and  the  removal  of 
Indians  west  of  a  white  settlement  east  of  that 
line,  **so  that  no  obstacles  arising  out  of  the 
presence  of  a  white  population,  or  a  popula- 
tion of  any  other  sort,  shall  exist  among  the 
Cherokees.'' 

The  law  of  Congress  of  May  28,  1880,  pro- 
vides : 

**  Sxc.6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawfal  for  the  President  to  cause  suoh  tribe 
or  nation  to  be  protected  at  their  new  residence 
against  all  interruption  or  disturbanoe  from  any 
other  tribe  or  nation  of  Indians,  or  from  any  other 
person  or  persons  whatever." 

The  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  New  Echota, 
of  December  29, 1885,  by  which  the  Cherokees 
got  their  present  countrv,  provides  that  the 
Cherokees  '*  shall  also  be  protected  against 
interruption  and  intrusion  from  citizens  of  the 
United  States  who  may  attempt  to  settle  in 
their  country  without  their  consent;''  and  bv 
the  twenty-seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Washington  city,  of  July  19,  1866,  it  is  pro- 
vided: 

"  And  all  persons  not  In  the  military  service  of  the 
United  States,  not  eitisens  of  the  Cherokee  nation, 
are  to  be  prohibited  from  ooming  into  the  Oherokee 
nation,  or  removing  in  the  same,  except  as  herein 
otherwise  provided:  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Indian  agent  for  the  Cherokees  to  have 
such  persons,  not  lawfully  residing  or  sojonming 
therein,  removed  from  the  nation,  as  they  now  &re 
or  hereafter  may  be  required  by  the  Indian  inter- 
oourse  laws  of  the  United  Statee." 

XKTRUSION  ON  CHOCTAW  LANDS. 

By  our  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  of  Hope- 
well, of  January  8,  1786,  it  is  agreed  tnat 
their  lands  shall  be  protected  from  intruders. 
This  is  more  fully  declared  in  the  ninth  article 
of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  Rabbit  Creek,  made 
September  27,  1880.  The  seventh  article  of 
the  treaty  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
nations,  1866,  provides  that — 

**  So  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  Statee,  and  Hhe  laws  made  in 
pursuance  thereof,  regulating  trade  and  intercourse 
with  the  Indian  tribes,  the  Choctaws  and  Cnicka- 
saws  shall  be  secured  in  the  unrestricted  right  of 
self-government  and  full  jurisdiction  over  persons 
and  property  within  their  respective  limits ;  "^ 

*       *       *  '*  and  all  persons  not  being  olttsens 

or  members  of  either  the  Choctaw  or  Chickasaw 
tribes,  found  within  their  limits,  shall  be  considered 
intruders,  and  removed  from  and  kept  out  of  the 
same  by  the  United  States  agent,  assisted,  if  neces- 
sary, by  the  military"— 

excepting  officers  and  families,  peaceful  trav- 
elers, military,  and  those  maaing  improve- 
ments authorized  by  treaty  stipulations.  Bv 
the  forty- third  article  of  the  joint  treaty  or 
Washington,  made  April  28,  1866,  with  the 
Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  it  is  declared 
that— 

"  The  United  States  promise  and  agree  that  no 
white  person  except  officers,  agents,  and  employ^ 
of  the  Government,  and  of  any  internal  improvement 
company  or  |)erson8  traveling  through  or  tempo- 
rarily sojourning  in  the  said  nations,  or  either  of 
them,  shall  be  permitted  to  go  into  said  territory 
unless  formally  inoorporated  and  nationalised  by 
the  prior  action  of  ^oth  (Choctaw  and  Chiokataw) 
nations,  into  one  of  the  said  nations  of  Choctaws  and 
Chickasaws,  according  to  their  laws,  customs,  and 
usages." 


INTBUSION  ON  OHICKASAW  LANDS. 

By  our  treaty  of  Hopewell  of  January  10, 
1786,  with  the  Chickasaws,  it  is,  as  with  the 
Choctaws,  provided  that  no  citizen  should  in- 
trude upon  their  lands;  and  by  the  fourth 
article  of  the  treaty  of ,  made  in  the  Choc- 
taw country,  this  obligation  is  again  expressly 
renewed ;  and  by  the  treaty  of  Washington  of 
April  26,  1866,  it  was  expressly  reaffirmed  by 
the  forty -fifth  article  that  *'  all  the  rights,  priv- 
ilejges,  and  immunities  heretofore  possessed  by 
said  nations  or  individuals  thereof,  or  to  which 
they  were  entitled  under  the  treaties  and  legis- 
lation heretofore  made  and  bad  in  connection 
with  them  shall  be,  and  are  hereby,  declared 
to  be  iu  full  force,  so  far  as  they  are  consistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  treaty. 

INTRUSION  ON  OSXXK  LANDS. 

By  treaty  of  New  York,  made  August  7, 
1790,  with  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  nation  of 
Indians,  it  is  declared  that  ''if  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  o'r  other  person,  not  being 
an  Indian,  shall  attempt  to  settle  on  any  of 
the  Creek  lands,  suoh  person  shall  forfeit  the 
protection  of  the  United  States,  and  the  Creeks 
may  punish  him  or  not  as  they  please.*' 

Ihe  treaty  further  provided  that  **no  citi- 
zen or  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  shall 
attempt  to  hunt  or  destroy  the  game  on  the 
Creek  lands.'' 

The  treaty  of  Colrain,  of  June  29,  1796, 
reaffirms  the  treaty  of  New  York. 

By  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  1866  the 
United  States  guarantees  to  the  Creek  nation 
the  quiet  possession  of  their  country. 

And  the  twelfth  article  of  the  treatv  of  June 
14,  1866,  reaffirms  and  reassumes  all  obliga- 
tions of  former  treaties  not  inconsistent  with 
this  one:  This  is  in  strict  accordance  with 
former  treaties,  not  inconsistent  with  the  last 
one,  and  affirmed  by  it. 

INDIAN    NATIONS    TO    GIVE   NOTICB    OF   DANOBB    TO 

UNITED  STATES. 

Cherokees  AUies, 

By  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  November  28, 
1785,  the  Cherokees  undertook  to  stand  sen- 
tinel at  the  nation's  outposts,  and  to  give 
notice  of  any  approaching  danger. 

The  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  is  in  these 
remarkable  words : 

**  The  said  Indians  shall  jrive  notice  to  the  oiti- 
sens  of  the  United  States  of  any  designs  of  which 
they  may  know  or  suspect  to  ne  formed  in  any 
neifh boxing  tribe,  or  by  any  penon  whosoever, 
agamst  the  peaoe,  trade,  or  interest  of  the  United 
SUtes." 

This  article  is  by  the  thirteenth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Holston,  of  Julv  2,  1791,  re- 
adopted  in  words;  and  the  nrst  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Philadelphia,  of  Jooe  26,  1794, 
reaffirms  the  treaty  of  Holston, 

Article  two  of  the  treaty  of  Tellico,  of  Octo- 
ber 2, 1798,  affirms  former  treaties  *'  under  their 
respective  articles." 

The  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Tellico,  of 
October  25,  1806,  affirms  specially  all  former 
treaties  for  the  promotion  of  peace  and  pre- 
vention of  crime ;  and  the  fifth  article  of^  the 
treaty  of  the  Cherokee  agency,  of  July  8, 1817, 
specially  affirms  all  former  treaties  in  this 
behalf. 

Choctaws  AUits. 

By  the  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hope- 
well, of  January  8,  1786,  with  the  Choctaw 
nation,  it  is  agreed  in  the  same  words  of  that 
with  the  Cherokees  touching  the  obligation 
of  the  Choctaws  to  give  notice  of  danger 
**  against  the  peace,  trade,  or  interest  of  the 
United  States  of  America." 

Subseauent  treaties  between  the  Choctaws 
and  the  United  States  affirmed  and  reaffirmed 
this  obligation ;  and  by  the  first  article  of  the 
treaty  of  April  28,  1866,  with  Choctaws  and 
Chickasaws  and  United  States,  it  is  agreed 
that  these  nations  will  **  make  every  exertion 
to  induce  Indians  of  the  plains  to  maintain 

fteacefnl  relations  with  each  other,  with  other 
ndians,  and  with  the  United  States," 
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Article  forty- five  of  the  same  treaty  reaffirms 
all  former  treaties  not  inconsistent  with  this 
one,  and  secures  all  privileges  and  immanities 
nnder  them. 

Chickasaws  AUiea. 

The  tenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell 
of  January  10, 1786,  with  the  Chickasaws  pro- 
vides in  the  words  of  the  tenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  January  8, 1786,  with  the  Choctaws, 
and  the  same  is  affirmed  repeatedly  since. 

The  first  aiticle  of  the  joint  treaty  6f  April 
28,  1866,  with  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  na- 
tions and  the  United  States,  made  at  the  city 
of  Washinffton,  provides  that  these  nations 
shall  **make  every  exertion  to  induce  In- 
dians of  the  plains  to  maintain  peaceful  rela- 
tions with  each  other,  with  other  Indians,  and 
with  the  United  States."  And  the  forty- fifth 
article  of  that  treaty,  provides  that  ^*  all  rights, 
privileges,  immunities,"  &c.,  ^* under  treaties 
and  legislation,"  to  **8aid  nations  or  individ- 
uals," shall  remain  *Mn  full  force,"  if  not 
* 'inconsistent"  with  that  treaty. 

Creeks  Allies. 

Article  eleven  of  the  treaty  at  New  York,  of 
August  7,  1790,  with  the  Muscogee  or  Creek 
nation,  is  in  the  same  language  of  that  with 
the  Choctaws  of  January  3,  1786,  and  that  of 
the  Chickasaws,  January  10,  1786,  above 
quoted.  This  treaty  was  reaffirmed  by  subse- 
queut  treaties.'  And  by  article  one  of  the  treaty 
of  Washington,  of  June  14, 1866,  it  is  provided 
that  *Hhe  Creeks  bind  themselves  to  remain 
firm  allies  and  friends  of  the  United  States." 

By  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, of  March  21,  1866,  with  the  Seminole 
branch  of  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  nation,  it  is 
agreed  that  the  Seminoles  shall  '*  bQ  and  re- 
main firm  allies  of  the  United  States,  and 
always  faithfully  aid  the  Government  thereof 
to  suppress  insurrections  and  to  put  down  its 
enemies." 

Those  Indian  nations  abided  by  their  treaty 
stipulations  in  good  faith  from  the  hour  they 
were  made,  until  in  that  maelstrom  of  treason 
and  rebellion  of  1861  they  found  themselves, 
from  their  very  locality  and  surroundings,  from 
the  character  of  many  of  the  Government  offi- 
cers set  over  them,  who  themselves  were  in 
the  scheme  of  separation,  carried  into  the 
whirlpool  of  excitement  that  swept  irresistibly 
over  thirteen  States  of  the  Union,  and  that  for 
four  long  weary  and  bloody  years  did  giant 
battle  for  the  nation's  overthrow. 

But  it  is  due  to  say  that  these  Indians  stood 
firmer  in  the  support  of  the  United  States  in 
proportion  to  their  numbers  than  did  the  white 
people  of  any  States  that  bordered  on  their 
territory,  except  Kansas.  Texas  on  the  south 
and  west,  Arkansas  on  the  east,  were  fully  and 
unconditionally  in  the  rebellion.  Missouri  was 
a  battle-field  wherein  her  own  people  contended 
with  each  other,  and  where  all  that  portion  of 
the  State  near  to  and  adjacent  to  this  Indian 
territory  was  for  a  great  and  particularly  the 
first  portion  of  that  period  held  by  the  rebel- 
lionists,  who  plied  their  ingenuity  upon  these 
people  to  prove  the  power  of  the  rebellion. 

We  must  not  foreet  that  fearful  hour,  when 
the  ingeniously  laid  plan  for  rebellion  was  so 
well  carried  out  by  its  authors  that  millions 
of  white  people,  who  enjoyed  all  the  blessings 
of  the  national  association,  were  induced  to 
enter  upon  the  high  sea  of  civil  and  official 
estrangement  from  the  Union  of  the  States  and 
the  constituted  Government  of  their  fathers. 
And  we  must  not  forget  that  these  Indian  peo- 
ple furnished  near  six  thousand  troops  for  the 
Union  Army  to  put  down  the  rebellion. 

We  must  not  forget  the  faith  and  devotion 
of  thousands  of  these  people  who  were  driven 
from  their  homes  by  coniederate  power,  and 
who  wandered  and  battled  for  the  Government 
in  their  sad  wanderings,  wretched,  desolate, 
and  starving,  like  the  loyal  white  refugees  who 
remained  faithful  to  the  Government,  flying 
without  crime  before  their  merciless  pursuers. 


And  let  us  not  forget  that  in  all  the  trials  and 
troubles  of  the  work  of  reconstruction  since 
the  rebellion,  and  the  bad  feeling  that  now 
interrupts  our  peace  and  social  progress,  not 
so  much  as  one  isolated  case  of  trouble  or  dis- 
coutent  can  be  traced  to  any  of  these  Indian 
nations. 

These  Indians,  like  their  white  neighbors, 
held  slaves  before  and  during  the  war;  but 
they  surrendered  them  to  freedom  without  a 
protest  at  its  close. 

But  they  did  more  than  this ;  they  by  sol- 
emn treaty  gave  parts  of  their  land  and  of 
their  moneys  to  their  former  slaves.  This  is 
more  than  the  white  masters  of  slaves  have 
done,  and  more  than  the  nation  demanded  of 
them,  though  these  white  slave- owners  were 
the  authors  of  the  rebellion  in  which  the 
nation  and  these  Indians  were  the  victims  and 
the  sufferers. 

TBADS  WITH  INDIANS  BT  THI  INTBRCOURSB  ACT. 

The  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell, 
of  November  28,  1785,  with  the  Cherokees, 
provides : 

**  For  the  benefit  and  comfort  of  the  Indiaas,  and 
the  prevention  of  injuries  or  oppressioos,  on  the 
part  of  citisenfl,  of  Indians,  the  United  States,  in 
Congress  assembled,  shall  have  the  sole  and  exola- 
siye  right  of  revnlatin^  the  trade  with  the  Indians 
and  managing  all  their  affairs  in  suoh  manner  as 
they  think  proper." 

By  the  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Holston, 
of  Jul V  2, 1791,  *Mtis  agreed  on  the  part  of  the 
Cherokees  that  the  United  States  shall  have  t  he 
sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regulating  their 
trade." 

The  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, of  July  19, 1866,  provides  that  *'  no  license 
to  trade  in  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  shall 
be  granted  by  the  United  States  to  trade  in  the 
Cherokee  nation,  unless  approved  by  the  Cher-* 
okee  national  council,"  dsc,  except  in  west 
part  of  Cherokee  country. 

TBAnB  WITH  CHOCTAWS. 

The  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell, 
of  January  8,  1786,  with  the  Choctaws,  is 
identical  with  that  of  the  treaty  of  November 
28,  1786,  with  the  Cherokees,  and  gives  Con- 
gress full  power  over  the  trade  with  these 
Indians. 

The  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell, 
of  January  10,  1786,  with  the  Chickasaws,  is 
identical  with  that  of  the  Choctaws  and  the 
Cherokees. 

The  forty-fiflh  article  of  the  joint  treaty  of 
Washington,  of  April  28,  1866,  with  the  Choc- 
taws and  Chickasaws,  affirms  all  former  trea- 
ties not  inconsistent  with  it;  and  the  thirty- 
ninth  and  fortieth  articles  of  this  same  treaty 
permit  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  to  trade  in 
their  own  country,  and  thus  relaxes  the  exclu- 
sive rule  theretofore  held  by  the  whites  by  the 
former  treaties  I  have  quoted  and  the  laws  of 
Congress  made  in  accordance  with  their  pro- 
vision. 

CBSSIONSOF  LAND  BY  OHBBOKBXS  TO  UNITRD  STATES. 

I  now  desire  in  this  history  of  our  dealings 
and  doings  with  these  several  Indian  nations 
to  refer  to  the  cessions  of  lands  made  by  them 
to  the  United  States,  from  time  to  time,  each 
of  them  finally  ceding  all  their  lands  east,  and 
some  of  them  a  part  of  their  lands  west,  of 
the  Mississippi  river. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  treaties  I  here 
refer  to,  the  Cherokees  held  large  tracts  of 
land,  on  which  they  resided,  in  the  States  of 
South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  and  by  limitation 
of  their  boundaries  nnder  article  four  of  treaty 
of  Hopewell,  November  28,  1785,  the  Cher- 
okees released  to  the  United  States  large 
amounts  of  land.  By  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  Holston,  of  July  2,  1791,  a  large 
amount  of  land  was  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
There  were  further  cessions  of  lands  made  by 
the  fourth  article  of  treaty  of  Tellico,  October 
2, 1798 ;  by  the  second  article  of  treaty  of  Tel- 
lico, of  October  26,  1806 ;  by  the  first  article 
of  treaty  of  Tellico,  of  October  27,  1806 ;  by 


the  first  article  of  treaty  of  WasbiDgtoo,  cf 
January  7,  1806.  By  the  first  arUcle  of  im.T 
of  Washington,  of  March  !^,  1816,  laodA  ^^^ 
ceded  to  South  Carolina  with  the  codkqI  o: 
the  United  States ;  by  the  third  article  of  imir 
at  the  Chickasaw  Con licil- House,  of  ^t^m 
ber  14,  1816,  lands  were  ceded  to  the  uite^ 
Slates ;  and  by  first  article  of  treatj  mide  ii 
the  Cherokee  Agency,  July  8, 1817;  by  trettt 
of  Washington,  I^ebruary  27, 1819;  bjfimtra- 
cle  of  treaty  of  Tellico,  on  Cherokee  grouoi 
October  24,  1804;  by  the  second  article  of  (^e 
treaty  of  Fort  Gibson,  of  Febrauy  H,  1S33, 
the  Cherokees  quit-claimed  all  the  Uadi  f e«; 
of  the  Mississippi  river,  not  included  tithin 
the  limits  of  the  new  boundai;  Dominiied 
in  the  first  article  of  that  treat j,  sod  wlich 
new  boundary  was  made  for  the  pvpHtse 
of  placing  the  Cherokee  countiy  west  aod  en- 
tirely out  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  aod  foily 
carries  out  the  desire  of  both  parties  to  ^<m 
treaties,  that  the  Indians  should  be  pUctc 
and  remain  outside  of  any  State  or  lemiorii! 
organization. 

By  article  one  of  the  treaty  of  New  Echou. 
December  29,  1836,  Cherokees  ceded  dl  ue 
remaining  lands  ^'  claimed  or  owned  bj  t&«in 
east  of  the  Mississippi  river." 

This  treatv  provision  is  made  uoder  ict  of 
Congress  of  May  28,  1830,  for  transfer  ^jf 
lands  east  for  lands  west  of  the  Miis^sippi 
river,  and  for  the  removal  of  the  CberoiLw 
thereto,  which  lands  were  to  be  giaoitd  to 
them  forever  in  fee,  and  patented  to  b«  ibein 
and  their  heirs*  and  assigns'  until  tbe  lodiaos 
become  extinct  oi^  abandon  the  same. 

By  the  fifteenth  article  of  tbe  treatj  o' 
Washington,  of  July  19,  1866,  with  the  Chero- 
kees, it  is  provided  that — 

*'  The  United  Stat«6  may  settle  any  eirilind  M- 
ans  friendly  with  the  Cherokees  and  adJacttttnM 
within  the  Cherokee  country,  on  anoocopied  .cif 
east  of  ninety -six  decrees,  on  saoh  teruuu  atf 
be  agreed  upon  by  any  such  tribe  and  the  Cheroif*. 
subject  to  the  approval  of  tbe  Prendeol  ofthe  lu- 
ted States,  whioh  shall  be  consistent  with  tbt  loilof- 
ing  provisions." 

One  of  which  is  that  they  may  beeoiBt 
members  of  the  Cherokee  nation,  kc. 

Tbe  sixteenth  article  of  the  same  treaty  pro 

vides  that — 

*'  The  United  States  may  settle  friendly  lodiaa'  ii 
any  part  of  the  Cherokee  country  west  of  ninetriii 
degrees,  to  bo  taken  in  a  compact  form,  in  QOAat>>f 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  $em  for  e^ 
member  of  each  of  said  tribes  thai  to  be  settled,  i^ 
the  Cherokees  to  hold  possession  and  ^arisdicuiia 
over  the  lands  until  so  settled  by  these  tnbes. 

Both  of  these  are  cessions  for  specified  por 
poses,  in  the  interest  of  the  United  States,  o. 
a  portion  of  their  lands  west  of  theMissi^p* 
river,  where  they  now  reside ;  and  in  riolaiioB 
of  this  and  all  former  treaties  it  is  propowd  'x 
disrupt  their  territory  and  lands  for  speculstirt 
purposes. 

GKSSION  OP  LANDS  BY  CHOCTAWS  TO  UyiTID  STaTC. 

By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopr 
well,  January  8,  1786,  in  the  UuaitaiioB.  ^^ 
boundaries,  lands  were  released  to  the  lf>^ 
States. 

The  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  Fort  Coo- 
federation,  October  17|  1802,  released  to  tw 
United  States  all  lands  therein  named,  od 
Tombigbee  and  Mobile  rivers.  Uods  w^ 
ceded  also  by  the  following  treaties,  aod  by 
the  alterations  of  lines  under  fir^t  u^w  «^ 
treaty  of  August  81, 1803. 

By  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Mount  Dei^r. 
November  16, 1806;  by  first  article  of  the  tr«^j 
of  Choctaw  Trading-House,  October  24,  IM*^ 
by  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Desk's  biswi 
October  18,  1820;  by  first  article  of  treit/ii 
city  of  Washington,  January  20,  1825,  sad  by 
the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing  »« 
bit  Creek,  September  27,  1880,  being  sll  j» 
country  they  owned  and  possessed  east  ot  tat 
Mississippi  river.  .  ^ 

This  final  cession  of  the  lands  east  ol  tw 
Mississippi  river  was  in  view  of  their  rcmon^ 
west  of  that  river,  and  was  in  strict  acoordaow 
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with  the  law  of  Congress  of  May  28,  1830, 
and  treaties  made  ander  and  by  virtue  of  that 
law ;  and  these  sales  famish  the  considerations 
for  the  purchase  and  payment  for  their  lands, 
now  held  west  of  that  stream. 

CESSION  OP  LANDS  BT  CHICKASAWS  TO  THK  UNITED 

STATES. 

The  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell, 
of  January  3,  1786,  with  Chickasaws,  by  the 
limitation  of  bonndaries,  released  lands  to  the 
United  States.  Other  lands  were  ceded  to  the 
United  States  by  the  6rst  section  of  the  treaty 
in  the  Chickasaw  country,  of  July  23,  1805 ; 
by  second  article  of  treaty  at  the  Chickasaw 
Council- House,  September  20,  1816;  by  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  Old  Town, 
October  12,  1818.  By  second  article  of  treaty 
of  Pontotoc  Creek,  October  20,  1882,  were 
ceded  all  the  lands  which  the  Chickasaws  owned 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi  river,  in- 
cluding all  the  country  where  they  *Uhen lived 
and  occupied  ;*'  and  article  four  of  this  treaty 
directs  the  Chickasaws  'Ho  seek  a  home  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river."  By  treaty  of  the 
city  of  Washington,  made  May  24,  1884,  their 
individual  reservations  were  ceded.  This  ar- 
ticle provides  the  mode  of  selling  and  pay- 
ing for  lands  of  Chickasaws  east  of  the  river. 

This  final  cession  of  their  lands  east  of  tlie 
Mississippi  river  was  made  with  a  view  of 
moving  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  in  accord- 
ance with  the  law  of  May  30,  1830,  and  is 
the  consideration  for  the  lands  they  now  own 
where  they  reside.  By  the  second  article 
of  the  Chickasaw  treaty  of  June  22, 1852,  made 
at  Washington,  that  tribe  ceded  their  grave 
yard  to  the  town  of  Pontotoc  as  a  public  burial 
grouud  forever. 

The  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  holding  their 
lands  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  subject  to 
the  joint  action  of  both  nations,  leased  by  joint 
treaty  to  the  United  States  all  that  part  of 
their  lands  lying  west  of  the  ninety-eighth  par- 
allel of  west  longitude. 

Thus  the  United  States  confirmed  the  title 
in  these  Indian  nations  by  leasing  part  of  them 
of  their  grantee,  and  are  estopped  from  now 
granting  the  title  of  the  Choctaws  and  Chicka- 
saws which  they  sold  and  patented  to  them, 
and  a  part  of  which  they  afterward  leased  of 
them  for  a  fixed  rental,  and  which  leased  part, 
by  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  April  28, 
1806,  these  nations  receded  to  the  United 
States  in  the  following  words  and  conditions: 

**  The  United  States,  fully  reoognixins  the  title  in 
tho  Choctaws  and  Cberokees,  by  virtue  of  the  pur- 
chase under  treaty  made  under  law  of  Congress  of 
Muy  28. 1S30,  and  granted  to  them  under  law,  and 
patented  to  them  under  treaty." 

And   the    third    article    of  the    treaty    of 

Washington,  of  April  28, 1866,  provides  that — 

'*  The  Choctawfl  and  Chidkasaws,  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  9300.000,  hereby  cede  to  the  United 
States  the  territory  west  of  the  ninety-eishth  de- 
erco  west  longitude,  known  as  the  leased  district." 

This  cession  of  lands  is  absolute,  but  the 
payment  therefor  depends  on  certain  condi- 
tions touching  the  freedmen  formerly  held  by 
that  nation,  and  makes  a  better  provision  for 
the  freedmenof  the  Choctaws  ana  Chickasaws 
than  we  made  for  the  released  slaves  in  the 
States,  showing  that  sometimes  justice  is 
better  administered  by  Indians  than  by  white 
people — a  fact  ^lat  it  may  be  worth  while 
to  now  consideiy  before  we  wrong  them  by 
untimely  legislation. 

CCSSIOK  OV  LANDS  BY  THB  CRXBKS    TO   TBI  UNITED 

STATKS. 

By  the  limitation  of  boundaries,  by  article 
four  of  the  treaty  of  New  York,  the  Creeks 
released  lands  to  the  United  States  ;  and  by 
eirticle  one  of  treaty  near  Fort  Wilkinson,  of 
June  6,  1802;  by  article  one  of  convention 
Mrith  Creeks  at  Washington,  November  14, 
1 805 ;  by  articles  one  and  two  of  treaty  of 
b^lint  River,  January  22,  1818,  (two  tracts  of 
land  were  ceded;)  by  article  four  of  treaty  of 
[iidian  Springs,  January  8,  1821 ;  by  article 
:>ne  of  treaty  of  Indian  Springs,  February  12, 
LB25 ;  by  article  two  of  treaty  at  the  city  of 
Washington,  January  24, 1826 ;  and  by  article 


one  of  the  treaty  of  city  of  Washington,  March 
24,  1882 ;  by  this  treaty  the  **  Creek  tribe  of 
Indians  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  their 
lands  east  of  the  Mississippi  river.'' 

This  last  cession  was  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  the  provisions  of  the  law  of 
Congress  of  May  28,  1830.  which  was  consum- 
mated by  the  purchase  by  the  Creeks  of  their 
present  home,  and  their  removal  to  it,  west 
of  the  Mississippi  river. 

By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, on  the  14th  June,  1866,  the  Creeks 
ceded  to  the  United  States  one  half  of  their 
lands  in  the  Indian  territory,  in  these  words  : 

*'In  oompliance  with  the  desire  of  the  United 
States  to  locate  other  Indians  and  freedmen  thereon, 
the  Creeks  hereby  oede  and  convey  to  the  United 
States,  to  be  sola  to  and  used  as  homes  for  suoh 
other  oiviltsed  Indians  as  the  United  States  may 
choose  to  settle  thereon,  the  west  half  of  their  entire 
domain,  to  be  divided  by  a  line  running  north  and 
south,"  Ac. 

Thus  I  have  shown  an  unbroken  line  of 
treaties  between  these  people  and  the  United 
States  and  its  people  from  the  year  1785  to 
this  time ;  and  in  no  instance  has  the  Govern- 
ment by  force  and  violence  wrested  their  lands, 
moneys,  privileges,  rights,  or  protection  from 
them,  and  will  not  now,  if  avarice  does  not 
override  the  sense  of  duty  which  men  owe  to 
their  country,  to  its  honor,  and  to  justice. 

LANDS    SOLD    BT    THB    UNITXD    STATES    TO    INDIAN 

TRIBES. 

I  now  state  that  the  United  States  uni- 
formly purchased  from  Indian  tribes,  through 
treaties,  lands  which  the  several  tribes  occu- 
pied in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and 
which  the  tribes  have  as  uniformly  surren- 
dered to  the  Government  under  these  treaty 
sales,  and  for  which  the  Government  has  as 
yniformly  paid  them,  or  promised  them,  re- 
spectively in  money  or  property,  and  much  of 
which  is  yet  owning  to  them.  And  I  further 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  United  States 
has,  by  laws  and  treaties,  set  apart  reserva- 
tions of  their  lands  which  the  tribes  originally 
occupied,  as  also  other  lands  on  which,  by  lavr 
or  treaty,  they  have  been  located  with  prom- 
ises to  the  Indians  that  they  should  retain  and 
hold  them  as  an  enconragement  to  improve- 
ment and  civilization  among  them  ;  and  that 
the  United  States  has  patented  in  whole  and 
in  severalty  such  grants  to  them  forever.  But 
I  particularly  desire  in  this  connection  to  call 
attention  to  the  further  and  important  fact 
that  the  United  States  has  under  law  proposed 
to  convey  for  a  valuable  consideration,  and  by 
the  law  authorized  the  cession  of  and  a  patent 
to  Indian  tribes  of  lands  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, to  which  the  Indian  possessory  title  had 
first  been  extinguished  and  in  which  the  Uni- 
ted States  had^a  perfect  title,  and  that  the 
United  States  by  treaty  with  several  tribes 
made  under  and  with  direct  reference  to  the 
laws  of  Congress  concluded  the  offer,  exam- 
ined the  land,  determined  the  bonndaries,  con- 
tracted for  its  purchase,  paid  the  price,  closed 
the  treaties  directing  it^  which  were  confirmed 
by  the  proper  authorities  of  both  contracting 
parties,  received  a  patent  for  the  lands  that 
was  executed  and  delivered  by  the  United 
States,  took  possession,  and  now  hold  the 
lands  under  the  law  of  May  28,  1830,  treaties 
made  under  that  law,  and  by  the  patent  thus 
executed.  These  lands,  to  which  the  United 
States  had  a  perfect  fee- simple  title  in  posses- 
sion, were  conveyed  byjpateot  under  treaty  and 
law  to  the  Cherokees,  Choctaws,  Chickasaws, 
and  Creeks,  and  which  they  severally  hold, 
and  on  which  they  reside  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  out  of  which  certain  railroad 
companies  desire  to  oast  them  to  seci^re  to  the 
companies  the  lands. 

PUROHASX  or  LANDS  BT  CHEBOKXBS. 

By  treaty  made  at  the  Cherokee  agency,  July 
8,  1817,  the  first  steps  by  treaty  were  taken  to 
remove  that  portion  of  the  Cherokees  east  of 
the  Mississippi  who  then  were  not  disposed  to 
labor  and  to  adopt,  the  modes  and  manners  of 
the  white  people  to  a  country  west  of  the  Mis- 


sissippi river.  The  petition  of  the  Cherokees 
who  had  then  adopted  civilized  habits  had, 
with  the  request  of  the  uncivilized  ones,  been 
sent  to  the  President  (Jefferson)  of  the  United 
States  for  the  purpose  of  the  removal  of  the 
uncivilized  ones ;  and,  in  the  language  of  the 
preamble  to  the  treatjr  of  1817,  the  President, 
**  after  maturely  considering  the  petitions  of 
both  parties,' '  (that  is,  the  civilized  and  un- 
civilized Cherokees,)  on  the  9th  of  January, 
1809,  including  other  subjects,  answered  the 
petitioners  as  follows : 

**  The  United  States,  my  children,  are  the  friends 
of  both  parties,  and,  as  far  as  can  be  reasonably 
asked,  they  are  willing  to  satisfy  the  wishes  of  both. 
Those  who  remain  may  be  assured  of  our  patronage, 
our  aid,  and  our  good  neighborhood.  Those  who 
wish  to  remove  are  permitted  to  send  an  exploring 
party  to  reconnoiter  the  country  on  tho  waters  of 
the  Arkansas  and  White  rivers,  and  the  higher  up 
the  better,  as  they  will  be  the  louger  unapprouched 
by  our  settlements,  which  will  begin  at  the  mouths 
of  these  rivers." 

The  President  goes  on  to  say  : 

"When  this  party  shall  have  found  a  tract  of 
country  suiting  the  emigrants  and  not  claimed  by 
other  Indians,  we  will  arrange  with  them  and  you 
for  the  exchange  of  that  for  a  just  portion  of  the 
country  they  leave,  and  to  a  part  of  which,  propor- 
tioned to  their  numbers,  they  have  a  riyht.  Every 
aid  toward  their  removal,  and  what  will  be  neces- 
sary for  them  there,  will  then  be  freely  administered 
to  them,  and  when  established  in  their  new  settle- 
ments we  shall  still  consider  them  as  our  children, 
J:ive  them  the  benefit  of  exchanging  their  peltries 
or  what  they  will  want  of  our  factories,  and  always 
bold  them  firmly  by  the  hand." 

These  propositions  were  made  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  the  Cherokees ;  and,  relying  on  these 
promises,  the  Cherokees  did  explore  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  made 
choice  of  the  country  on  the  Arkansas  and 
White  rivers,  and  "  settled  themselves  down 
upon  United  States  lands,  to  which  no  other 
tribe  of  Indians  had  any  just  claim.'!  The 
Cherokees,  by  the  first  and  second  articles  of 
this  treaty  of  1817,  ceded  two  tracts  of  land 
east  of  the  Mississippi  to  the  United  States  in 
payment  of  the  lands  west  of  that  river.  And 
the  fifth  article  of  the  same  treaty  of  1817 
provides  that — 

*'  The  United  States  bind  themselves,  in  exchange 
for  the  lands  ceded  in  the  first  and  second  sections 
hereof,  to  give  to  that  part  of  the  Cherokee  nation 
on  the  Arkansas  as  much  land  on  said  river  and 
White  river  as  they  have  or  hereafter  may  receive 
from  the  Cherokee  nation  east  of  the  Mississippi, 
acre  for  acre,  as  the  iust  proportion  of  that  part  of; 
the  nation  on  the  Arkansas,  agreeably  to  ther  num- 
bers." 

This  provision  is  followed  in  the  same  article 
with  a  description  of  the  lands  ceded  by  it  to 
the  Cherokees,  and  by  a  reaffirmation  of  the 
former  treaties  with  the  United  States,  and 
making  them  applicable  to  the  Cherokees  who 
moved  to  their  new  home  \  also  to  those  who 
remained  at  their  old  homes  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. 

This  treaty  further  provides,  in  articles  six 
and  seven,  to  reward  Cherokee  warriors  who 
are  poor,  and  to  pay  for  improvements  on  lands 
east  of  tne  Mississippi  river,  to  induce  them  to 
o  to  their  new  home  on  the  Arkansas  and 

hite  rivers,  where  they  now  reside. 

After  this  new  settlement  was  formed  by 
the  Cherokees  on  Arkansas  and  White  rivers, 
it  was  ascertained  by  the  United  States  these 
settlements  would  fall  within  the  proposed 
limits  of  the  State  of  Arkansas;  and  as  t!:o 
Cherokees  had  especially  removed  from  their 
eastern  homes  because  troubled  by  the  en- 
croachments of  State  authority  in  the  States 
of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  they  again  sub- 
mitted to  a  readjustment  of  their  boundaries, 
so  as  to  place  their  grant  west  of  the  west  line 
of  the  Territory  or  State  of  Arkansas,  as 
defined  by  the  nrst  article  of  the  treaty  made 
at  the  city  of  Washington,  May  6,  1828,  the 
second  article  of  which  treaty  provides  that — 

**  The  United  Statee  agree  to  poesen  the  Cherokees, 
and  to  guaranty  it  to  them  forever :  and  that  ^ar- 
antee  is  hereby  solemnly  pledged  of  seven  million 
acres  of  land,  to  be  bounded  as  follows,  namely, 
commencing  at  that  point  on  Arkansas  river  where 
the  eastern  Choctaw  boundary  line  strikes  said 
river,  and  running  thence  with  the  western  line  of 
Arkansas,  as  defined  in  the  foregoing  article,  to  the 
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southwest  oomer  of  Missouri,  and  tbeooe  with  the 
western  boundary  line  of  Missouri  till  it  crosses  the 
waters  of  Neosho,  generally  called  Grand  river ; 
thence  due  west  to  a  point  from  which  a  due  south 
course  will  strike  the  present  northwest  corner  of 
Arktinsas  Territory;  thence  continuing  due  south 
on  and  with  the  present  western  boundary  line  of 
the  Territory  to  the  main  branch  of  the  Arkansaa 
river;  thence  down  said  river  to  its  junction  with 
the  Canadian  river,  and  thence  up  and  between  the 
said  rivers  Arkansas  and  Canadian  to  a  point  at 
which  a  line  running  north  and  south  from  river  to 
river  will  give  the  aforesaid  seven  million  acres." 

In  addition  to  the  seven  million  acres  thus 
provided  for  and  bounded,  the  United  States 
further  guaranty  to  the  Cherokee  nation  **a  per- 
petual outlet  west,  and  a  free  and  unmolested 
use  of  all  the  country  lying  west  of  the  west- 
ern boundary  of  the  auove-described  limits, 
and  as  far  west  as  the  sovereignty  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  their  right  of  soil  extend/' 

It  having  been  discovered,  after  the  treaty 
of  May  6,  1828,  that  the  above-described  cor- 
rected boundaries,  made  to  avoid  the  territo- 
rial or  State  limits  of  A^rkansas.  might  now 
interfere  with  the  cession  made  by  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  February  14,  1838,  by 
the  United  States  to  the  Creek  Indians,  the 
Cherokee  boundaries  were  again  corrected,  to 
avoid  this  new  difficulty,  as  will  fully  appear 
by  reference  to  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
of  February  14,  1833,  which  provides  that — 

**Tbo  United  States  agree  to  possess  the  Cherokees, 
and  to  guaranty  it  to  them  forever:  and  that  guar- 
antee is  hereby  pledged,  of  seven  million  acres  of 
land,  to  be  bounded  as  follows,  namely,  beginning  at 
a  point  on  the  old  western  territorial  line  of  Ark- 
ansas Territory,  being  twenty-Gvo  miles  north  from 
the  point  where  the  territorial  line  crosses  the 
Arkansas  river:  thence  running  from  said  north 
point  south  on  the  said  territorial  line,  where  said 
territorial  line  crosses  Verdigris  river;  thence  down 
said  Verdigris  river  to  the  Arkansas;  thence  down 
said  Arkansas  to  a  point  where  a  stone  is  placed, 
opposite  the  east  or  lower  banks  of  Grand  river, 
at  its  junction  with  the  Arkansas;  thence  running 
south  forty-four  degrees  west  one  mile;  thence  in 
a  straight  line  to  a  point  four  miles  northerly  from 
the  mouth  of  the  north  fork  of  the  Canadian ; 
thence  along  the  said  four-mile  line  to  the  Can- 
adian ;  thence  down  the  Canadian  to  the  Arkan- 
saa: thence  down  the  Arkansas  to  a  point  on  the 
Arkansas  where  the  eastern  Choctaw  boundary 
strikes  said  river,  and  running  thence  with  the 
western  line  of  Arkansas  Territory,  as  now  defined, 
to  the  southwest  corner  of  Missouri:  thence  a«long 
the  western  Missouri  line  to  the  land  assigned  the 
Senocas;  thence  on  the  south  line  of  the  Senecas  to 
the  Grand  river ;  thence  up  said  Grand  river  as  far 
as  the  south  line  of  the  Osage  reservation  extended, 
if  necessary;  thence  up  and  between  said  south 
Osage  line,  extended  west  if  necessary,  and  a  line 
drawn  due  west  from  the  point  of  beginning  to  a 
certain  distance  west  at  which  a  line  running  north 
and  south  from  said  Osage  line  to  said  due  west  line 
will  make  seven  million  acres  within  the  whole 
described  boundaries. 

"  In  addition  to  the  seven  million  acres  of  land 
thus  provided  for  and  bounded,  the  United  States 
further  guaranty  to  the  Cherokee  nation  a  perpet- 
ual outlet  west,  and  a  free  and  unmolested  use  of  all 
the  couutr;^  west  of  the  western  boundary  of  said 
seven  million  acres,  as  far  west  as  the  sovereignty 
of  the  United  States  and  their  right  of  soil  extend: 
Provided^  however.  That  if  the  saline  or  salt  plain 
on  the  western  prairie  shall  fall  within  said  limits 
prescribed  for  said  outlet,  the  right  is  reserved  to 
the  United  States  to  permit  other  tribes  of  red  men 
to  get  salt  on  said  plain  in  common  with  the  Chero- 
kees, and  letters-patent  shall  be  issued  by  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  soon  as  practicable  for  the  land  hereby 
guarantied. 

"And-  whereas  it  is  apprehended  by  the  Cherokees 
that  in  the  above  cession  there  Is  not  contained  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  land  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  whole  nation  on  their  removal  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  the  United  States,  in  consideration  of 
the  sum  of  $500,000  therefor,  hereby  covenant  and 
atjree  to  convey  to  the  said  Indians  and  their  de- 
»^  odants.  by  patents  in  fee-simple,  the  following 
additional  tract  of  land,  situated  between  the  west 
line  of  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Osage  reserva- 
tion, beginning  at  the  southeast  corner  of  the  same, 
and  runs  north  along  the  east  line  of  the  Osage 
lands  fifty  miles  to  the  northeast  corner  thereof; 
and  thence  east  to  the  west  line  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri: thence  with  said  line  south  fifty  miles:  thence 
west  to  the  place  of  beginning;  esiimated  to  contain 
eight  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land ;  but  it  is  ex- 
pressly understood,  that  if  any  of  the  lands  ajssigned 
the  Quapaws  shall  fall  within  the  aforesaid  bounds, 
tne  same  shall  be  reserved  and  excepted  out  of  the 
lands  above  granted,  and  a  pro  rata  reduction  shall 
be  made  in  the  price  to  be  allowed  to  the  United 
States  for  the  same  by  the  Cherokees. 

"Art.  3.  The  United  States  also  agree  that  the 
lands  above  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  February  14, 1833, 
including  the  outlet  and  those  ceded  by  this  treaty, 
ehall  be  included  in  one  patent,  executed  to  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States.  aooor'diQff  to  th«  provisions  of  the  act 
Qf  May  38. 1830." 


The  second  article  of  this  treaty  releases  the 
United  States  from  liability  under  its  former 
erroneously  bounded  parts  of  former  grants; 
and  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  same  treaty 
the  United  States  accounts  to  the  Cherokees 
for  losses  sustained  by  them  on  account  of 
these  errors  of  location. 

In  pursuance  of  the  law  of  Congress  and 
treaties  just  quoted,  the  United  States,  on  the 
81st  day  of  December,  1838,  made  and  deliv- 
ered to  the  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians  its 
patent  for  said  lands,  rehearsing  therein  so 
much  of  said  law  and  treaties  as  was  necessary 
to  a  perfect  showing  of  both,  with  a  full 
description  of  the  lands  consigned,  as  follows : 

ORANTINO  CLAUSK  OF  PATENT  TO  THE  CHEROKEES. 

Therefore,  in  execution  of  the  agreements  and 
stipulations  contained  in  the  said  several  treaties,  the 
United  States  have  given  and  granted,  and  by  these 
presents  do  give  and  grant,  unto  the  said  Cherokee 
nation  the  two  tractsoflandso  surveyed  and  herein- 
before described,  containing  in  the  whole  14,374,135 
acres  and  14-100  of  an  acre,  to  have  and  to  hold  the 
same,  together  with  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and 
appurtenances  thereunto  belonging,  to  the  said  Cher- 
okee nation  forever,  subject,  however,  to  the  rights 
of  the  United  States  to  permit  other  tribes  of  red 
men  to  get  salt  on  the  salt  plain  on  the  western 
prairie  referred  [to]  in  the  second  article  of  the  treaty 
of  the  29th  of  December.  1835;  which  salt  plain  has 
been  ascertained  to  be  within  the  limits  prescribed  for 
the  outlet  agreed  to  be  granted  by  said  article,  and 
subject  also  to  all  the  other  rights  reserved  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  and  by  the  articles  hereinbefore  recited, 
to  the  extent  and  in  the  manner  in  which  the  said 
rights  are  so  reserved,  and  subject  also  to  the  condi- 
tion provided  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  28th  of 
May,  1830,  referred  to  in  the  above-recited  third 
article,  and  which  condition  is  that  the  lands  hereby 
granted  shall  revert  to  the  United  States  if  the  said 
Cherokee  nation  becomes  extinct  or  abandon  the 
same. 

In  testimony  whereof.  I.  Martin  Van  Buren.  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  of  America,  have  caused 
these  letters  to  be  made  patent,  and  the  seal  of  the 
General  Land  Office  to  be  hereunto  affixed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  city  of  Washington, 
the  3l8t  day  of  December,  in  the  year  oTour 
[I4.  sj    Lord,  1838,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  the  sixty-third. 

M.  VAN  BUREN. 
By  the  President: 

U.  M.  Garland, 

Recorder  of  the  General  Land  OMce. 

Such  is  the  history  of  the  title  to  our  present 
boundary  of  the  Cherokee  country  (situated  in 
the  Indian  territory  and  Ivine  adjacent  to  the 
Slate  of  Kansas)  as  now  held  by  that  nation, 
subject  to  no  diminution  from  the  patented 
limits  by  any  law  or  treaty,  except  so  far  as 
the  fifteenth'  article  of  the  treaty  of  July  19, 
1866,  provides  to  hold  that  portion  east  of  the 
ninety- sixth  degree  of  west  longitude  for  joint 
settlement  by  other  civilized  Indians,  with 
leave  of  the  Cherokees,  and  by  the  sixteenth 
article  that  west  of  ninety-six  degrees  for 
settlement  and  conditional  recession  to  the 
United  States  for  the  same  purposes ;  and  the 
seventeenth  article  of  the  same  treaty,  by 
which  the  Cherokees  recede  to  the  United 
States  the  eight  hundred  thousand  acres  known 
as  the  Cherokee  neutral  lands,  now  lying 
within  the  State  of  Kansas,  as  also  that  strip, 
near  two  miles  in  width,  taken  off  of  the  north 
side  of  the  Cherokee  main  grant  by  the  cor- 
rected survey  of  the  partition  line  between  said 
Cherokee  country  and  the  State  of  Kansas,  for 
all  of  which  the  Government  pays  a  stipulated 
sum  in  money.  The  entire  Cherokee  limits 
are  now  within  the  Indian  territory,  which 
was  set  apart  by  the  treaties  of  1838  and  1835, 
made  under  the  law  of  May  28,  1830,  and  was 
guarantied  to  them  forever,  and  patented  in 
accordance  with  the  said  treaty. 

LANDS  SOLD  TO  CRBRKS. 

By  the  treaty  of  Washington  city,  January 
24.  1826,  with  the  Creek  Indians,  it  was  pro- 
vided that  a  deputation  of  five  persons  should 
be  sent  by  the  Creek  nation,  at  the  expense 
of  the  United  States,  for  the  {>urpose  of  select- 
ing a  country  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  that, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  should  be  proportioned  to  their  num- 
bers, not  within  the  limits  of  States  or  Terri- 
tories, nor  held  by  other  Indians,  for  a  future 
and  permanent  home  for  the  Creeks.  The 
Croek  n^tioof  ia  pursuAOQe  of  (hie  (authority, 


did  send  five  persons  as  delegates  to  explore 

the  country  pointed  out  to  them  by  theirire&ij, 

who  selected  a  country  west  of  the  Territorr, 

now  State  of  Arkansas,  and  lying  betwe^o  it 

Verdigris,  Canadian,  and  Arkansas  rifers,  ic 

which  the  Muscogee  or  Creek  kdiaDs  were 

willing  to  remove  and  settle  under  the  goaras- 

tees  of  the  United  States  for  a  perfect  title  to 

their  new  homes,  under  the  provisioos  of  tb« 

law  of  May  28, 1830,  and  by  the  secood  artirle 

of  the  treaty  of  Fort  Gibson  of  Febrearr  U. 

1833,  the  boundary  of  the  Creek  coaotry  ve?t 

of  the  Mississippi  river  is  described  si  folJovs: 

'^BeginoiDgr  ftt  the  mouth  fork  of  the  CtDadiaa 
river  and  run  northwardly  four  miles :  t^«iKe  run- 
ning a  straight  line  so  as  to  meet  s  lioe  dnvit  frcsi 
thesouth  bank  of  the  Arkansas  river  opposite  in -.^e 
east  or  lower  bank  of  Grand  river,  at  iu  ianctim 
with  the  Arkansas,  and  which  rniu  » coarse  sM^aib 
forty-four  degrees,  west  one  mile,  to  a  po<t  pl&c«d 
in  the  ground  ;  thence  along  said  line  to  the  Ark- 
ansas and  up  the  same  and  Verdigris  riT^r  10 
where  the  old  territorial  lino  crosses  it;  tbciK'e&k§; 
said  line  north  to  a  point  twenty-fire  milu  frotu  ih; 
Arkansas  river  wnere  the  old  territon&l  iiif. 
crosses  the  same;  thence  runnioK  a  line  at  ri\v 
angles  with  the  territorial  line  aforeiaid or  voi  t" 
the  Mexico  line;  thence  along  the  said  liDffvaibd) 
the  Canadian  river  or  to  the  boaadary  oftheCtr.-c- 
taw  country;  thence  down  said  river  to  the  pUe«of 
beginning." 

And  by  the  third  article  of  thia  treaty  ii  is 
provided  that — 

**  The  United  States  will  grant  a  patent,  is  \** 
simple,  to  the  Creek  nation  of  lodiani,  for  the  )>s4j 
assigned  the  said  nation  by  this  treaty  or  eaiives- 
tion.  whenever  the  same  shall  have  been  retifidciT 
the  President  and  Senate  of  the  United  Statr^.ul 
the  right  thus  guarantied  by  the  United  Stal«^!tuli 
be  continued  to  said  tribe  of  Indians  so  loot  i^  M 
shall  exist  as  a  nation  and  continue  to  occupy  i&« 
country  hereby  assigned  them." 

It  is  further  provided  in  the  fourlh  artkk 
of  this  treaty  that  this  grant  is  to  all  the  Mu^^ 
cogee  or  Creek  Indians,  those  then  we^t  c4 
as  well  as  those  then  east  of  the  Missiitsipf^ 
river;  and  also  for  the  benefit  of  the  Semmole 
Indians  whose  removal  to  that  country  is  p"- 
vided  for  by  their  treaty  with  the  United  Statp- 
dated  May  9,  1832,  and  who  have  sioce  ttf 
date  of  these  treaties,  together  with  all  t^^ 
Creeks  who  were  then  east  of  the  Missii^f f. 
been  removed  to  and  located  on  said  land. 
where  they  now  reside,  and  where  the  Crets^ 
and  Seminoles  constitute  parts  of  one  natioo 

PATENT. 

Letters- patent  were  issued  to  the  Crwk 
nation  for  their  lands  August  11, 1^-^  *^ 
are  now  on  record  in  the  Indian  office. 

This  boundary  of  the  Creek  country  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river  and  their  title  to  it  fr^o 
the  United  StAtes,  as  set  forth  in  these  tn:at^?• 
and  patent  made  under  the  law  of  May-N 
1830,  remain  as  above  stated,  col?  so  fjir  35 
the  Creeks,  by  the  third  article  of  the  tre^J 
of  June  14,  1866,  **iu  compliance  wiih  the 
desire  of  the  United  States  to  locate  oilier 
Indians   and   freed  men   thereon,  the  Creeks 
hereby  cede  and  convey  to  the  United  StAt<f^ 
to  be  sold  to  and  used  as  homes  for  such  otier 
civilized  Indians  as  the  United  Sutes  J»»t 
choose  to  settle  thereon,  the  west  half  ot  their 
entire  domain,  to  be  divided  bya  line  roncinf 
north  and  south  ;  the  eastern  half  of  said  Ir^s 
lands  being  retained  by  them  shall,  except  as 
herein   otherwise   stipulated,  be  foj^^^J.^ 
apart  as  a  home  for  said  Creek  nation,  *'• 
And  by  the  seventh  article  #f  the  treay/'^ 
June  14,  1866,  the  Creeks  agree  with  the  u: 
ted  States  that  the  Seminole  tribe  oflna"-- 
may  sell  to  the  United  States  their  lauds, »we» 
they  have  since  done. 

LANDS  SOLD  TO  THS  0H0CT1W8. 

The  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  Scptcn 
ber  27,  1830,  made  at  Dancing  Rabbu  Cree||. 
after  the  passage  of  the  act  01  Maj  ^1  ^'  • 
provided  that —  ' 

"The  United  States,  under  a  grant  ipgi^lly  ^^ 
made  by  the  President  of  the  United  SuUes.^ 
caused  to  be  conveyed  to  the  Choctaw  nations 
of  country,  west  of  the  Mi^isaippi  "^er.  in  i^e««  -l^ 
to  them  and  their  deeoendanti.  to  inure  to  tfi<»  j. 
they  Bhall  exist  as  a  nation  and  live  on  1 1.  "^ 
Ding  at  Fort  Smith,  where  the  Arkanf-^J^^f  ,|j, 
crosses  the  Arkansas  river :  running  tte»?J  .  a^| 
soareo  of  the  Canadian  fork,  if  is  ^e  U»ti  <»  ^ 
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United  States,  or  to  those  limit« ;  thence  due  soath 
to  Red  rirer,  and  down  Red  river  to  the  west  boand-  \ 
ary  of  the  Territory  (now  State)  of  Arkansas ;  thenoe 
north  along  that  line  to  the  befcinninfl:." 


The  boundary  of  the  land  to  be  agreeable  to 
the  treaty  made  and  concluded  at  Washing- 
ton city  in  the  year  1825.  The  grant  to  be 
executed  so  soon  as  the  nresent  treaty  of  Sep- 
tember 27,  1880,  is  ratified. 

This  treaty  specially  reaffirms  the  grant  by 

the  treaty  of  October  18, 1820,  as  corrected  by 

that  of  January  20, 1825,  and  further  provides 

in  article  three  that — 

**  In  consideration  of  the  proTisions  contained  In 
tho  Hovoral  articles  of  this  treaty  the  Choctaw  na- 
tion of  Indians  consent  and  hereby  cede  to  the 
United  States  tho  entire  country  they  own  and  pos- 
8e8a  east  of  the  Mississippi  river,  and  they  agree  to 
move  beyond  the  Mississippi  rirer  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable," 3co. 

Thus  the  consideration  for  the  land  west  of 
the  Mississippi  river,  and  now  owned  by  the 
Cboctaws,  is  proclaimed  in  the  treaty  confer- 
riug  the  title  and  making  the  grant. 

'i'he  treaty  was  made  under  the  law  of  May 
28,  1830,  and  a  patent  issued  to  the  Cboctaws 
tor  these  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi  under 
that  treaty  and  law. 

GUARANTRK  OP  TITLX  BY  THB  UNITED  STATES. 

Touching  the  lands  now  held  by  the  Cbero- 

kees,  Ghoctaws,  Ghickasaws,  Seminoles,  and 

other  tribes,  it  is  provided  by  the  first  section 

of  the  law  of  Congress  of  May  28,  1830,  passed 

with  direct  reference  to  the  removal  of  tribes 

residing  east  to  a  home  west  of  the  Mississippi 

river,  that  the  original  possessory  title  shall 

bave  been  extinguished,  so  that  the  title  to  be 

granted  under  this  act  shall  be  to  the  Indians 

a  perfect  title — 

"That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  so  much  of  any  territory 
beliinKing  to  the  United  States,  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  not  included  in  any  Stato  or  organised 
Territory,  and  to  which  the  Indian  title  has  been 
extiiiguiijued,  aa  he  may  judge  necessary  to  be  divid- 
ed intoli  suitable  number  of  districts  for  the  reoep- 
tiou  of  ttueh  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  as  may 
choose  to  exchange  the  lands  where  they  now  reside 
and  remove  there,  and  to  cause  each  of  said  districts 
to  bo  so  described  by  natural  or  artifloialrmarks  as  to 
be  easily  distinguished  from  every  other." 

By  the  third  section  of  the  same  law  it  is 
provided : 

'*  That  in  the  making  of  any  such  exchange  or 
exchanges,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
President  solemnly  to  assure  tho  tribe  oa  nation 
with  which  the  exchange  is  made  that  the  United 
States  will  forever  secure  and  guarantee  to  them 
and  their  heirs  and  successors  the  country  so  ex- 
changed with  them ;  and,  if  they  prefer  it,  the 
United  Siutes  will  cause  a  patent  or  grant  to  be 
made  and  executed  to  them  for  the  same:  Provided 
aliDat/9,  That  such  lands  shall  revert  to  tho  United 
Stated  if  the  Indians  become  extinct  or  abandon 
the  same." 

The  sixth  section  of  the  same  law  provides : 

**  That  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  Pres- 
ident to  eause  such  tribe  or  nation  to  be  protected 
at  their  new  residence  against  all  interruption  or 
disturbance  from  any  other  tribe  or  nation  of  In- 
dians, or  from  any  other  person  or  persons  what- 


ever. 


n 


OHBBOKll  OUARANTBE. 


Article  one,  of  the  treaty  of  Fort  Gibson,  of 
February  14,  1833,  was  supplemental  to  that 
of  1828,  and  provides  that  **  the  United  States 
agree  to  possess  the  Cherokees  and  to  guar- 
auty  it  to  them  forever,  and  that  guarantee 
is  hereby  solemnly  pledged,  of  seven  million 
acres  of  land,  '*  and  a  perpetual  outlet  west,  &c. 

The  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  New 
Echota,  with  the  Cherokees,  of  December  25, 
1835,  repeats  the  boundary  and  the  cession  of 
the  seven  million  acres  of  laud,  and  the  per- 
petual outlet  west,  Ac,  and  also  cedes  eight 
hundred  thousand  acres,  known  as  the  Osage 
neutral  lands,  lying  west  of,  and  adjacent  to, 
the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  third  article  of  this  same  treaty  declares 
that— 

"Tho  United  States  also  agree  that  the  lands 
above  ceded  by  the  treaty  of  February  14,  1833, 
iucludiug  the  outlet,  and  those  ceded  by  this  treaty, 
shall  all  be  included  in  one  patent,  executed  to  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians  by  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act 
of  May  28, 1830." 


Again,  the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  1846 

declares : 

**  That  the  lands  now  ooeapied  by  the  Cherokee 
nation  shall  be  secured  to  the  whole  Cherokee  peo- 
ple for  their  common  use  and  benefit,  and  a  patent 
shall  be  issued  for  the  same,  including  the  eifht 
hundred  thousand  acres  purchased,  together  with 
the  outlet  west,  promised  by  the  United  States,  with 
conformity  to  the  provisions  relating  thereto  con- 
tained in  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  1835,  and 
in  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
Ma^  28. 1830,  which  authorises  the  President  of  tho 
United  States,  in  making  exchanges  of  land  with 
the  Indian  tribes,  to  assure  the  tribe  or  nation  with 
which  the  exchange  is  made  that  the  United  States 
will  forever  secure  and  guaranty  to  them  and  their 
heirs  and  successors  the  country  so  exchanged  with 
them :  and,  if  they  prefer  it.  the  United  States  will 
cause  a  patent  or  grant  to  be  made  and  executed  to 
them  for  the  same:  Provided  ahoay.  That  such 
lands  shall  revert  to  the  United  States  if  the  Indians 
become  extinct  or  abandon  the  same." 

None  of  which  contingencies  has  yet  hap- 
pened. Thus  expressly  placing  the  grant 
under  the  provisions  of  that  law  of  Congress, 
and  giving  to  it  all  the  sanction  of  law,  thus 
vesting  a  title  b^  statute  law  and  treaty  as 
strongly  as  any  title  to  a  citizen  of  the  Gov- 
ernment who  holds  under  law  or  treaty  and 
patent.  This  title  is  by  patent,  under  treaty, 
and  both  made  under  law  of  Congress,  and  the 
law  passed  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  these 
grants,  nnder  a  recommendation  of  the  Pres- 
ident in  his  messages.  This  title  to  the  Cher- 
okees has  been  repeatedly  ratified  and  con- 
firmed to  them  by  the  United  States  ;  by  the 
recession  in  the  treaty  of  1866  of  the  eight 
hundred  thousand  acres,  and  the  strip  a^acent 
to  Kansas ;  by  the  conditional  recession  by  the 
same  treaty  of  that  portion  of  their  lands  west 
of  ninety- six  degrees  west  longitude;  by  the 
provisions  of  the  acts  of  July  26,  26,  and  27, 
1866,  for  railroads,  as  shown  elsewhere  in 
these  remarks ;  by  putting  other  tribes  on 
the  receded  lands  above  referred  to ;  by  estab- 
lishing post  offices  and  post  roads,  agencies, 
military  posts,  and  various  other  ways,  in^clud- 
ing  the  confirmatory  act  of  March  8,  1871, 
touching  all  treaties  with  Indian  tribes. 

CRg«K  OUARANTSX. 

The  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, made  with  the  Creeks,  March  24, 1882, 
Srovides,  that  *Hhe  Creek  country  west  of  the 
[ississippi  river  shall  be  solemnly  guarantied 
to  the  Creek  Indians.''  And  further  expressly 
provider,  that  the  United  States  shall,  on  the 
determination  of  the  boundaries,  "  cause  a 
patent  or  grant  to  be  executed  to  the  Creek 
tribe,  agreeable  to  the  third  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress  of  May  28,  1830,  entitled  *  An  act 
to  provide  for  an  exchange  of  lands  with  the 
Indians  residing  in  any  of  the  States  or  Terri- 
tories, and  for  their  remoyal  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river.' " 

And  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  with  the 
Creeks,  of  February  U,  1888,  made  at  Fort 
Gibson,  provides  that — 

**  The  United  States  will  grant  a  patent  in  fee  sim- 
ple to  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians  for  the  land 
assigned  said  nation  by  this  treaty  or  convention, 
whenever  the  same  shall  have  been  ratified  by  the 
President  and  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  the 
right  thus  guarantied  by  the  United  States  shall  be 
continued  to  said  tribe  of  Indians  so  long  as  Uiey 
shall  exist  as  a  nation  and  continue  to  occupy  the 
country  hereby  assigned  them." 

The  fourth  article  of  this  treaty  expressly 
includes  all  the  Muscogee  Indians,  which 
includes  the  Seminoles,  since  settled  on  the 
Creek  lands  west  of  the  Mississippi ;  and  by 
treaty  of  Washington,  August  7, 1856,  part  of 
the  Creek  country  was  ceded  to  them,  and  by 
consent  of  the  Creeks  in  treaty  of  18G6  was 
receded  to  the  United  States  by  Seminoles,  by 
treaty  of  Washington,  March  21, 1806,  for  the 
purpose  of  locating  other  Indian  tribes  and 
freedmen  upon,  and  is  now  held  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Article  three  of  the  treaty  of  August  7, 1856, 
with  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  provides  that — 

'*The  United  States  do  hereby  solemnly  guarantee 
to  the  Seminole  Indians  the  tract  of  country  ceded 
to  them  by  the  first  article  of  this  convention,  and  to 
the  Creek  Indians  the  lands  included  within  the 
boondaries  defined  in  the  seoond  artiolehereof ;  and 


likewise,  that  the  same  shall  respectively  be  secured 
to  and  held  by  said  Indians,  by  the  same  title  and 
tenure  by  which  they  were  guarantied  and  secured 
to  the  Creek  nation  by  the  fourteenth  article  of  the 
treaty  of  March  24,  1832,  the  third  article  of  the 
treaty  of  February  14, 1833,  and  by  the  letters-patent 
issued  to  the  said  Creek  nation  on  the  11th  day  of 
August;  1852,  and  recorded  in  volume  four  of  records 
of  Indian  deeds  in  the  office  of  Indian  Affairs,  pages 
446  and  447." 

The  United  States  further  acknowledged  the 
perfection  of  the  Creek  title  by  the  treaty  of 
August  7,  1856,  bv  which  it  procures  the  use 
of  a  portion  of  it  for  the  Seminoles ;  and  again, 
by  the  seventh  article  of  the  Creek  treaty  of  July 
14, 1866,  the  consent  of  the  Creeks  is  procured 
for  the  cession  by  the  Seminoles  to  the 
United  States,  by  their  treaty  of  March  21, 
1866,  of  these  same  lands. 

CHOCTAW  AND  CHICKASAW  GUARANTEES. 

The  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing 
Rabbit  Creek  of  September  27,  1830,  provides 
that  **  the  United  States  shall  cause  to  be  con- 
veyed in  fee  to  the  Choctaw  nation  a  tract  of 
country  west  of  the  Mississippi  river  in  fee- 
simple,  to  them  and  their  descendants,  to 
inure  to  them  while  they  exist  as  a  nation  and 
live  on  it." 

The  first  article  of  the  joint  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington of  June  22, 1855,  with  the  Cboctaws  and 
Chicka^aws,  after  defining  the  corrected  bound- 
aries of  their  lands,  guarantees  the  title  in 
these  words : 

"And  pursuant  to  an  act  of  Congress,  approved 
May  28, 1850,  the  United  States  do  nereby  torever 
secure  and  guarantee  the  lands  embraced  within 
the  said  limits  to  the  members  of  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  tribes,  their  heirs  and  survivors,  to  be 
held  in  common,  so  that  each  and  every  member  of 
either  tribe  shall  have  an  equal,  undivided  interest 
in  the  whole:  Provided,  however^  That  no  part 
thereof  shall  ever  he  sold  without  the  consent  of 
both  tribes;  and  that  said  land  shall  revert  to  the 
United  States  if  said  Indians  and  their  heirs  become 
extinct  or  abandon  the  same." 

This  grant  to  the  Cboctaws  and  Chickasaws 
remains  perfect  and  entire  as  to  the  character 
of  the  title,  and  as  to  the  amount  of  lands 
ceded,  excepting  that  by  the  ninth  article  of 
this  same  treaty  of  June  22,  1855,  these  tribes 
cede  to  the  Upited  States  all  that  part  of  their 
country  west  of  one  hundred  degrees  of  west 
longitude.  And  further,  said  tribes 'Mease  to 
the  United  States  all  that  portion  of  their 
country  west  of  ninety-eight  degrees  of  west 
longitude,  for  the  permanent  settlement  of 
the  Wichitaw  and  such  other  tribes  or  bands 
of  Indians  as  the  Government  may  desire  to 
locate  thereon.''  And  by  the  third  article  of 
the  treaty  of  April  28,  1866,  the  Choctaw  and 
Chickasaw  nations  by  treaty  recede  to  the 
United  States  the  leased  lands  above-named 
for  the  sum  of  $300,000,  for  the  benefit  of  the  * 
freedmen,  former  slaves,  to  the  members  of 
these  nations.  By  these  several  acts  of  ces- 
sion, patent,  lease,  and  recession  the  United 
States  has  affirmed  the  title  granted  under 
law  and  treaties  to  them. 

INDIAN  LANDS  NOT  TO  BE  INCLUDED  IN  ▲  TEBRITOBT 

OB  STATE. 

Cherokees. 
The  preamble  of  the  treaty  with  the  Chero- 
kees of  May  6,  1828,  made  at  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, declaring  the  object  of  the  treaty  says: 

**  Whereas  it  being  the  anxious  desire  of  the  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  United  States  to  secure  to  the  Cher- 
okee nation  of  Indians,  as  well  those  now  living 
within  the  limits  of  the  Territory  of  Arkansas  as 
those  of  their  friends  and  brothers  who  reside  in 
States  east  of  the  Misdissiuoi,  and  who  may  wish  to 
join  their  brotherit  of  tho  We^^t,  a  prrmanent  home, 
and  whitih  i»ball,  under  the  most  solemn  guaranty 
of  the  United  States,  bo  and  remain  theirs  forever  ; 
a  home  that  shall  never,  in  all  future  time,  be  em- 
barraifsed  by  having  expended  around  it  the  lines  or 

§  laced  over  it  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Territory  or 
tate,  nor  be  pressed  upon  by  the  extension  in  any 
way  of  the  limits  of  any  existingTerritory  or  State.'' 

The  embarrassment  to  the  United  States  andj 
the  Indian  tiibes  residing  east  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  within  the  limits  and  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  State,  and  subject  to  the  laws  thereof, 
and  conflicting  with  the  United  States  and  the 
Indians  holding  under  treaties  and  agreements 
with  the  United  States^  made  it  important  for 
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all  parties  concerned  that  the  Indians  should 
remove  to  some  home  west  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  locate  without  any  State  or  territorial 
jurisdiction.  It  became  so  important  at  that 
date,  that,  in  his  message  to  Congress  in  1826, 
Mr.  Monroe  advised  the  acquisition  of  **  a 
sutHcient  tract  of  country  west  of  the  State  of 
Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansas,  in 
order  to  establish  permanent  settlements  of 
the  tribes  which  were  proposed  to  be  removed." 
And  President  Jackson,  in  his  message  of 
December,  1829,  said: 

"  As  a  means  of  effectioK  this  end,  I  sunrest  for 
your  coDsideration  the  propriety  of  setting  apart  an 
ample  district  west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  without 
the  limits  of  any  State  or  Territory  now  formed,  to 
bo  guarantied  to  the  Indian  tribes  as  long  as  they 
shall  occupy  it,  each  tribe  having  a  distinct  control 
over  the  portion  designed  for  its  use.  There  they 
ma^  be  secured  in  governments  of  their  own  choice, 
subject  to  no  other  control  from  the  United  States 
than  such  as  may  be  necessary  to  preserve  peace 
on  the  frontier  and  between  the  several  tribes." 

In  furtherance  of  this  purpose,  Congress  on 
the  28th  of  May,  1830,  passed  an  act  the  first 
section  of  which  reads  as  follows : 

**Be  it  enacted,  Ac,  That  it  shall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  cause 
so  much  of  any  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States  west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  not  included  in 
any  State  or  organised  Territory,  and  to  which  the 
Indian  title  has  been  extinguished,  as  he  miyy  judge 
necessary,  to  be  divided  into  a  suitable  number  of 
districts  for  the  reception  of  such  tribes  or  nations 
n»  may  choose  to  ezcnange  the  lands  where  they  now 
reside  and  remove  there:  and  to  cause  each  of  said 
districts  to  be  Bo  described  by  natural  or  artificial 
marks  as  to  be  easily  distinguished  from  every 
other." 

The  supplemental  treaty  of  Fort  Gibson,  of 
February  14,  1833,  confirms,  by  article  five, 
the  former  treaty  of  May  6,  1828,  and  is  made 
under  the  law  of  May  28,  1880.  But  again, 
the  fifth  article  of  the  treaty  with  the  Cher 
okees.  of  December  29, 1835,  at  New  Echota, 
provides — 

"That  the  United  States  hereby  covenant  and 
agree  that  the  lands  ceded  to  the  Cherokee  nation  in 
the  foregoing  article  shall,  in  no  future  time  without 
their  consent,  be  included  within  the  territorial 
limits  or  jurisdiction  of  any  State  or  Territory.  But 
they  shall  secure  to  the  Cherokee  nation  the  right 
by  their  national  councils  to  make  and  carry  into 
effect  all  such  laws  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for 
the  government  and  protection  of  the  persons  and 
property  within  their  own  country  belonging  to 
their  people  or  such  persons  as  have  connected  them- 
selves with  them:  Provided  alway$.  That  they  shall 
not  be  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  and  such  acts  of  Congress  as  have 
been  or  may  be  passed  regulating  trade  and  inter- 
course with  the  Indians ;  and  also  that  they  shall 
not  be  considered  as  extending  to  such  oitisens  and 
Army  of  the  United  States  as  may  travel  or  reside  in 
the  Indian  country  by  permission,  according  to  the 
laws  and  regulations  established  by  the  government 
of  the  some." 

Treaty  of  July  19, 1866,  affirms  other  treaties 
not  inconsistent  with  it,  and  these  provisions 
are  not  in  any  way  inconsistent,  and  are  in 
full  force. 

Choctaws, 

The  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Dancing 
Rabbit  Creek,  with  the  Choctaws,  of  Septem- 
ber 27,  1830,  provides  that— 

"The  Govenment  and  people  of  the  United  States 
are  hereby  obliged  to  secure  to  the  said  Choctaw 
nation  of  red  people  the  jurisdiction  of  government 
of  all  the  persons  and  property  that  may  be  within 
their  limits  west,  so  that  no  Territory  or  State  shall 
ever  have  a  right  to  pass  laws  for  the  government  of 
the  Choctaw  nation  of  red  people  and  their  descend- 
ants; and  that  no  part  of  the  land  granted  them 
shall  ever  be  embraced  in  any  Territory  or  State; 
but  the  United  States  shall  forever  secure  said  Choc- 
taw nation  from  and  against  all  laws,  except  such 
as  from  time  to  time  may  be  enacted  in  their 
own  national  councils,  not  inconsistent  with  the 
Constitution,  treaties,  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,"  kc. 

Article  seven  of  the  joint  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, of  June  22,  1855,  with  the  Choctaw 
and  Chickasaw  tribes,  provides  that — 

"So  far  as  may  be  compatible  with  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  and  the  laws  made  in  pur- 
suance thereof,  regulating  trade  and  intercourse 
with  tbelndian  tribes,  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws 
shall  be  secured  in  the  unrestricted  right  of  self- 
government,  and  full  jurisdiction  of  person  and 
property  within  their  respective  limits.'* 

Article  forty-five  of  the    treaty    with    the 


Choctaws  and  Chickasaws,  of  April  28,  1866, 

provides  that — 

**  All  the  rights,  privileges,  and  immunities  here- 
tofore possessed  hj  said  nations  or  individuals 
thereof,  or  to  which  they  were  entitled  under  the 
treaties  and  legislation  hereof,  made  and  had  in  con- 
nection with  them,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  declared 
to  be  in  fall  force,  so  far  a«  they  are  consistent  with 
the  provisions  of  this  treaty." 

Chickasatos. 
The  preamble  to  the  treaty  of  Pontotoc 
Creek,  of  October  20,  1832,  with  the  Chick- 
asaws, sets  out  with  these  words : 

**The  Chickasaw  nation  find  themselves  oppressed 
in  their  present  siUiation  by  being  made  subject  to 
the  laws  of  the  States  in  which  they  reside.  Being 
ignorant  of  the  language  and  laws  of  the  white  man, 
they  cannot  understand  or  obey  them.  Rather  than 
submit  to  this  great  evil,  they  prefer  to  seek  a  home 
in  the  West,  where  they  may  live  and  be  governed 
by  their  own  laws.  And  believing  that  they  can 
procure  for  themselves  a  home  in  a  country  suited 
to  their  wants  and  condition,  provided  they  had  the 
means  to  contract  and  pay  for  the  same,  they  have 
determined  to  sell  their  country  and  hunt  a  new 
home." 

By  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington of  May  24,  1834,  with  the  Chickasaws, 
it  is  provided  that — 

**The  Chickasaws  are  about  to  abandon  their 
homes  which  they  have  long  cherished  and  loved ; 
and  though  hitherti>  unsuccessful,  they  still  hope  to 
find  a  country  adequate  to  the  wants  and  support 
of  their  people  somewhere  west  of  the  Mississippi 
and  within  the  territorial  limits  of  the  United  States. 
Should  they  do  so,  the  Qovemment  of  the  United 
States  hereby  consent  to  protect  and  defend  them 
against  the  inroads  of  any  other  tribe  of  Indians, 
and  from  the  whites,  and  agree  to  keep  them  without 
the  limits  of  any  State  or  Tefritory." 

After  this  date  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws 
treated  jointly  with  the  United  States,  and  I 
refer  to  those  joint  stipulations  generally  under 
the  Choctaw  heading  upon  this  and  other  sub- 
jects of  treaty  obligation. 

Creeks. 

By  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 

Washington,   of  March  24,    1882,   with    the 

Creeks,  it  is  declared  that — 

"  The  Creek  country  west  of  the  Miarissippi  shall 
be  solemnly  guarantied  to  the  Creek  Indians.  Nor 
shall  any  State  or  Territory  ever  have  a  right  to 
pass  laws  for  the  government  of  such  Indians,  but 
they  shall  be  allowed  to  govern  themselves,  so  far 
as  may  be  oompatable  with  the  general  jurisdic- 
tion which  Congress  may  think  proper  to  exercise 
over  them,"  ko. 

The  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washington 

of  August  7,  1856,  with  the  Creeks  and  Sem- 

inoles,  provides  that — 

*'  The  United  States  do  hereby  solemnly  agree  and 
bind  themselves  that  no  State  or  Territory  shall 
ever  pass  laws  for  the  government  of  the  Creek  or 
Seminole  tribes  of  Indians,  and  that  no  portion  ef 
either  of  the  tracts  of  country  defined  in  the  first 
and  second  articles  of  this  agreement  shall  ever  be 
embraced  or  included  within  or  annexed  to  any 
Territory  or  State,  nor  shall  either,  or  any  part  of 
either,  ever  be  erected  into  a  Territory  without  the 
full  and  free  consent  of  the  legislative  authority  of 
the  tribe  owning  the  same." 

The  twelfth  article  of  the.treaty  of  June  14, 
1866,  specially  confirms  all  previous*  treaty 
obligations  not  inconsistent  with  that  one. 

POST  OPFIOKS  AND  POST  ROADS. 

The  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Danc- 
ing Rabbit  Creek,  of  September  27, 1830,  with 
the  Choctaws,  provides  that — 

"The  United  States  shall  establish  one  or  more 
post  offices  in  said  nation,  and  may  establish  such 
military  post  roads  and  posts,  as  they  may  consider 
necessary." 

The  seventeenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Washington,  June  22,  1856,  provides  that — 

"The  United  States  shall  have  the  right  to  estab- 
lish and  maintain  such  military  posts,  post  roads, 
and  Indian  agencies,  as  may  be  deemed  necessary, 
within  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  country." 

And  by  the  forty-fourth  article  of  the  joint 
treaty  of  Washington,  of  April  28,  1866,  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Choctaws 
and  Chickasaws,  it  is  provided  that — 

"Post  offices  shall  be  established  and  maintained 
by  the  United  States  at  convenient  places  in  the 
Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  nations,  to  and  from  which 
the  mails  shall  be  carried  at  reasonable  intervals, 
at  the  rate  of  postage  prevailing  in  the  United 
States." 

By  the  nineteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of 


Washington,  of   August   7,  1856,  with  the 

Creeks  and  Seminoles,  it  is  agreed  th&t— 

*The  United  States  shall  have  the  right  to  etubla^ 
and  maintain  such  military  posts,  miUtsiy  ai  p>j(t 
roads,  and  Indian  agencies  as  may  be  deemed  u- 
cessary  within  the  Creek  and  Seminole  coaotry." 

So  it  will  be  seen  that  no  barrier  to  driiiii' 
tion  exists  by  any  interruption  of  mialienici 
in  the  Indian  territory. 

Congress  has,  under  these  sereral  trettie;, 
established  post  offices  and  post  routes  io  tiie 
several  nations  or  tribes  located  wiihia  tka 
original  grants  to  the  Cherokees,  Ckooafi, 
Chickasaws,  Creeks,  and  SemiDoiea,  with  full 
privilege  to  establish  such  indefiuiteij  wbe&- 
ever  by  Congress  deemed  necessarj. 

MILITARY  POSTS  AMD  MILITARY  BOiN. 

The  seventeenth  article  of  the  joint  tn&tj 
with  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasawa  of  Jnot 
22,  1866,  provides  that— 

**  The  United  States  shall  have  the  right  to  »tab- 
lish  and  maintain  such  military  pesU,  mm  r«til>, 
and  Indian  ogeneiee,  as  may  be  deemed  necetiUT 
within  the  Chocktaw  and  Chickasaw  coaniry." 

By  article  twenty- two  of  the  joiot  treaty  kt 
Washington  with  the  Choctawg  aod  ChkU- 
saws  of  April  28,  1866,  it  is  agreed  that— 

*'  The  right  of  selection  hereby  gives  duil  t<A 
authorise  the  selection  of  any  land  reqcired  bjik; 
United  States,  as  a  military  post  or  Indisn  sftBCTBA 
exceeding  one  mile  sauare.  which,  wheDsbao-iuc«d« 
shall  revert  to  the  nation  in  which  the  Issd  liee." 

By  the  twenty-seventh  article  of  thetreitycf 

Washington  of  July  19,  1866,  with  the  Cber 

okees,  it  is  agreed  that — 

"  The  United  States  shall  have  the  right  to  c9ub- 
lish  one  or  more  military  posts  or  statiou  ia  ibe 
Cherokee  nation  as  may  be  deemed  neceKsry  W 
the  proper  protection  of  the  eitiieni  of  the  Caiifti 
States  lawfully  residing  therein,  and  the  CherokM 
and  other  citizens  of  the  Indian  country." 

The  nineteenth  article  of  the  joint  tre&iy 

with  the  Creeks  and  Seminoles,  of  August  1, 

1866,  provides  that — 

**  The  United  States  shall  have  the  right  t^  etsb- 
lish  and  maintain  such  military  posts,  military  m 
post  roads,  and  Indian  agencies  as  may  be  deeatd 
necessary  within  the  Creek  and  Seminole  ooaata. 

And  th»  twelfth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wasb- 
ington  of  June  14,  1866,  reaffirmed  ondretf 
sumed  all  treaty  stipulations  entered  ioto,  ic, 
thus  retaining  in  full  force  this  valuable  poa- 
session ;  and  the  treaty  with  the  Seminoles  of 
March  21,  1866,  recedes  their  coaotry  to  id^ 
United  States,  this  being  that  tract  secared  by 
this  section. 

BAILSOAD  BIOHT  OP  WAY. 

It  is  provided  bv  the  eighteenth  article  of 

the  joint  treaty  with  the  Choctaws  and  Cbicb- 

saws,  made  at  Washington  June  22, 1856,  tbtt- 

"  The  United  States,  or  any  incorporated  «a- 
pany,  shall  have  the  right  of  way  for  railroad*  cr 
lines  or  telegraphs  through  the  Choetaw  and  taieu- 
saw  country,  but  for  any  property  taken  or  de«tivr«j| 
in  the  construction  thereof,  full  eompensattoD  »w 
be  made  to  the  party  or  parties  injared.  to  he^- 
tained  or  determined  in  such  manner  as  the  rtm- 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  direct." 

The  sixth  article  of  the  treaty  of  April  2S, 
1866,  provided  that — 

"The  ChocUws  and  Chickaaaws  hereby  rut  i 
right  of  way  through  their  lands  to  any  coidpu>j« 
which  shall  be  dulyauthorixed  by  GoDcresio<;\r^J[ 
Legislatures  of  said  nations,  respectively,  and  vbK^ 
shall  with  the  express  consent  and  approhauo&M 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior.  aoderUke  to  ooi^^ntn 
a  railroad  through  the  Choctaw  and  CbuU^* 
nations,  from  the  north  to  the  south  thereoi'^cJ 
from  the  east  to  the  west  side  thereof  in  accortfta--** 
with  the  provisions  of  the  eighteenth  article /i  u« 
treaty  of  June  22, 1855,  which  provides  that  for  uy 
property  taken  or  destroyed  in  the  coMtrncut.'i 
thereof  full  compensation  shall  be  made  to  tbefrirv 
or  parties  injured,  to  be  ascertained  aoddete/f  i^ 
in  such  manner  as  the  Presidentof  the  United  di^<* 
shall  direct." 

It  is  provided  in  the  twentieth  article  of  tbe 

Washington   treaty   with    the    Choctows  »n 

Chickasaws  of  August  7,  1856,  that— 

"The  United  Kutes.  or  any  inccin»<>»J«l  f ?.* 
pany,  shall  have  the  right  of  way  for  railrp*^^' 
lines  of  telegraphs  through  the  Creek  aod  ^■ 
inole  countries ;  but  in  the  case  of  any  iD«>n>o»*J 
company  it  shall  have  such  right  of  way  ooi'*!,?^S 
terms  and  payments  of  such  amounts  to  the  itf^j 
and  Seminoles.  as  the  case  may  be,  as  m*f,^**^ 
upon  between  it  and  the  national  coonci  tuen^ 
or,  in  case  of  disagreement,  by  making  full  eooiper 
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sation,  not  only  to  indiyiduals  and  parties  injured, 
but  &Uo  to  tho  tribe  for  the  right  of  way,  all  damage 
and  injary  done  to  bo  ascertained  and  determined 
in  such  manner  as  the  President  of  the  United  States 
shall  direct,  and  the  right  of  way  granted  by  either 
of  8aid  tribes  for  any  railroad  shall  be  porpetaal,  or 
for  such  shorter  term  as  the  same  may  be  grautod, 
in  tho  same  manner  as  if  there  were  no  reTorsionsof 
their  lands  to  the  United  States  provided  for  in  case 
of  abandonment  by  them  or  of  extermination  of 
their  tribe." 

By  the  provisions  of  the  fifth  article  of  the 

treaty  of  WashingtOD,  of  June  14,  1866,  with 

the  Creeks,  it  is  provided  that — 

"The  Creek  nation  hereby  grant  a  right  of  way 
through  their  lands  to  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
country  to  any  company  which  shall  be  dnly  aathor- 
iied  by  Congress,  and  shall,  with  the  express  ood- 
sent  and  approbation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, undertake  to  constrnct  a  railroad  from  any 
point  north  to  any  point  in  or  south  of  the  Creek 
country,  and  likewise  from  any  point  on  their  east- 
ern to  their  western  or  southern  ooundary;  bat  said 
railroad  company,  together  with  all  its  agents  and 
cmploy6s,  shall  be  subjeet  to  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  relating  to  intercourse  with  Indian  tribes, " 
ice. 

By  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 

Washington,  of  July  19,  1866,  with  theChero- 

kees,  it  i«  provided  that — 

**  The  Cherokees  hereby  grant  a  right  of  way,  not 
exceeding  two  hundred  feet  wide,  except  at  stations, 
switches,  water-stations,  or  crossings  of  rivers,  where 
more  may  be  indispensable  to  the  full  enjoyment  of 
tho  franchise  herein  granted,  and  then  only  two 
hundred  additional  foot  shall  bo  taken,  and  only  for 
Kuch  length  as  may  be  absolutely  necessary  through 
all  their  lands,  to  any  company  orcorporation  which 
shall  be  duly  authorised  by  Congress  to  construct  a 
railroad  from  any  point  north  to  any  point  south, 
and  from  any  point  east  to  any  point  wesc,  and 
which  may  pass  through  the  Cherokee  nation." 

Then  follows  the  proviso  restricting  the  par- 
ties constructing  or  running  such  road  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Indian  intercourse  laws  of 
Congress.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  no  barrier 
to  this  branch  of  civilized  enterprise  is  pro- 
posed by  these  tribes.  They  have  freely  and 
without  cost  granted  rights  of  way  to  railroads 
north  and  south,  east  and  west,  through  their 
countries  respectively.  But  not  satisfied  with 
this  liberal  grant  these  railroad  projectors  pro- 
pose now  to  seize  the  entire  Indian  country  to 
the  use  of  the  corporations  that  are  there  only 
on  the  charity  of  these  people. 

8LAVEKT  AB0LI8HRD. 

By  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  made  at 
Washington,  April  28,  1866,  with  the  Ghoctaws 
and  Chickasaws,  it  is  provided  that — 

*'  The  Choctaws  and  Cbickasaws  hereby  covenant 
and  agree  that  henceforth  neither  slavery  nor  invol- 
untary servitude,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment 
of  crime  whereof  the  parties  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted  in  accordance  with  the  laws  applicable 
to  all  members  of  the  particular  nation,  shall  ever 
exist  in  said  nation/' 

By  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, of  March  21, 1866,  with  the  Seminoles, 
it  IS  provided  that — 

**Tbe  Seminole  nation  covenants  that  henceforth 
in  said  nation  slavery  shall  not  exist,  nor  invol- 
untary servitude,  except  for  and  in  punishment  of, 
crime,  whereof  the  offending  party  shall  first  have 
been  duly  convicted  in  acooraance  with  laws,  appli- 
cable to  all  the  members  of  said  nation." 

And  the  Cherokees  have  made  their  former 
slaves  members  of  their  tribe,  with  full  and 
eq^al  rights  in  common  with  them  in  all  their 
property. 

The  first  clause  of  the  treaty  with  the  Creeks 

lYiade  at  Washington,  June  14,  1866,  provides 

that— 

"The  Creeks  hereby  covenant  and  agree  that 
henceforth  neither  slavery  nor  in  voluntary  servitude 
otherwise  than  inthepunishmentof  crimes  whereof 
the  parties  shall  have  been  duly  convicted  in  accord- 
ance with  laws  applicable  to  all  members  of  said 
tribe,  shall  ever  exist  in  said  nation." 

The  Creeks  have  adopted  their  former  slaves 
into  their  tribe  with  equal  rights  of  person  and 
property.  , 

Ihe  ninth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Washing- 
ton, of  July  19,  1866,  #ith  the  Cherokees, 
stipulates  that — 

"Tho  Cherokee  nation  having  voluntarily  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1S63,  by  an  act  of  their  national  council,  for- 
ever abolished  slavery,  hereby  covenant  and  agree 
tbut  never  hereafter  shall  either  slavery  or  invoN 
antary  servitude  exist  in  their  nation  otherwise  than 
in  the  punishmentofcrime  whereof  the  parties  have 
been  duly  convicted  in  accordance  with  laws  appli- 
cable to  all  the  members  of  said  tribe  alike." 


The  Cherokee  nation  of  Indians  abolished 
slavery  before  we  did  in  the  United  States. 
They  did  it  of  their  own  volition  by  an  act  of 
their  own  council,  and  made  them  citizens. 

PROVISIONS  VOB  FOBMXR  SLAVES. 

By  the  third  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash* 
ington  with  the  Choctaws  and  Cfaickasaws  it 
is  provided  that  they  will — 

"Give  to  all  persons  of  African  descent,  resident 
in  the  said  nations  at  the  date  of  the  treaty  of  Fort 

Smith ,  and  their  descendants,  heretofore  held 

in  slavery  among  said  nations,  all  thA  rights,  oriv- 
ileges,  and  immunities,  including  the  right  of  suf- 
frage, of  citisens  of  said  nations,  except  in  the 
annuities,  moneys,  and  public  domain  claimed  by  or 
belonging  to  said  nations  respectively;  and  also  to 
give  to  such  persons,  who  were  residents  as  afore- 
said, and  their  descendants,  forty  acres  each  of  the 
lands  of  said  nations  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Choo- 
taws  and  Chickasaws." 

And  by  the  fourth  article  of  this  same  treaty 
it  is  provided  that — 

"  The  said  nations  further  agree  that  all  negroes, 
not  otherwise  dis^inalifiod  or  disabled,  shall  be  com- 
petent witnesses  in  all  civil  and  criminal  suits  and 
proceedings  in  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  courts, 
any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding;  and  they 
fully  recognize  the  right  of  the  fVeedmen  to  a  fair 
remuneration,  or  reasonable  and  eoui table  contracts 
for  their  labor,  whieh  the  law  should  enable  them  to 
enforce.  And  they  agree  on  the  part  of  their  respect- 
ive nations,  that  all  laws  shall  be  equal  in  their  oper- 
ations upon  Choctaws,  Chickasaws,  and  negroes,  and 
that  no  distinction  affecting  the  latter  shall  at  any 
time  be  made,  and  that  they  shall  be  treated  with 
kindness  and  be  protected  from  injury." 

It  also  provides  that  said  freedmen  shall 
have  privileges  of  farming  while  they  remain 
among  the  tribes,  and  to  an  equal  distributive 
share  of  $300,000  set  apart  especially  for  the 
freedmen  by  the  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws. 
Our  white  Christian  people  could  have  learned 
charitable  lessons  from  these  Indians  in  the 
same  direction. 

By  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, of  July  19,  1866,  with  the  Cherokees, 
it  IS  provided  that — 

"All  the  Cherokees  and  freed  persons  who  were 
formerly  slaves  to  any  Cherokee,  and  all  free  negroes 
not  having  been  such  slaves  who  resided  in  the 
Cherokee  nation  prior  to  June  1,  1861,  who  may 
within  two  years  elect  not  to  reside  northeast  of  the 
Arkansas  river  and  southeast  of  Grand  river,  shall 
have  tho  right  to  settle  in  and  occupy  the  Canadian 
district  southwest  of  the  Arkansas  river,  and  also 
all  that  tract  of  eoantry  lying  northwest  of  Grand 
river,  and  bounded  on  the  southeast  by  Grand  river, 
and  west  by  the  Creek  reservation  to  the  northeast 
comer  thereof,"  •  •  •  •  "as  will  in- 
clude a  quantity  of  land  equal  to  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  for  each  person  who  may  so  elect  to  reside 
in  the  territory  above  described  in  this  article." 

This  is  up  to  the  fullest  grants  the  United 
States  has  ever  made  to  one  of  its  own  citizens. 

It  is,  in  article  two  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington of  the  14th  June,  1866,  with  the  Creeks, 
agreed  that — 

"  Inasmuch  as  there  are  among  the  Creeks  many 
persons  of  African  descent  who  nave  no  interest  in 
the  soil,  it  is  stipulated  that  hereafter  these  persons, 
lawfully  residing  in  said  Creek  country  under  their 
laws  and  usages,  or  who  have  been  thus  residing  in 
said  country,  and  may  return  within  one  year  from 
the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  and  their  descendants, 
and  such  others  of  the  same  race  as  may  be  permittea 
by  the  laws  of  the  said  nation  to  settle  within  the 
limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Creek  nation  as  oit- 
isens,  (thereof.!  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  native  citizens,  including  an  equal 
interest  in  the  soil  and  national  funds,  and  the  laws 
of  the  said  nation  shall  be  equally  binding  upon  and 
give  equal  protection  to  all  such  persons,  and  all 
others,  of  whatsoever  race  or  color,  who  may  be 
adopted  as  citisens  or  members  of  said  tribe." 

By  the  second  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, of  March  21, 1866,  with  the  Seminoles, 
it  is  agreed  that — 

"Inasmuch  as  there  are  among  the  Seminoles 
many  persons  of  African  descent  and  blood,  who 
have  no  interest  or  property  in  the  soil,  and  no  rec- 
ognised civil  rights,  it  is  stipulated  that  hereafter 
these  persons  and  their  descendants,  and  such  other 
of  the  same  race  as  shall  be  permitted  by  said 
nation  to  settle  there,  shall  have  and  enjoy  all  the 
rights  of  native  citisens,  and  the  laws  of  said  nation 
shall  be  equally  binding  upon  all  persons,  of  what- 
ever race  or  color,  who  may  beadoptad  as  citisens  or 
members  of  said  tribe." 

These  five  tribes  constitute  all  the  Indians 
residing  in  that  territory  who  held  slaves 
therein,  and  hence  all  with  whom  treaty  pro- 
visions were  made  on  that  subject.  Their  lib- 
erality has  done  honor  to  their  names,  and 


they  lose  nothing  in   a  comparison  with  our 
Christian  charity. 

BRLIGIOUS  ANn  EDUCATIONAL  1HTXBR8TB. 

I  now  call  attention  to  a  provision  of  the 
treaty  of  April  28,  18GG,  with  the  Choctaws 
and  Chickasaws,  which  proves  a  state  of  pub- 
lic and  educational  spirit  not  surpassed  by 
any  people  on  the  continent.  The  fourteenth 
article  of  that  treaty  is  in  these  words — 

**  At  the  expiration  of  the  ninety  days  aforesaid 
the  legislative  authorities  of  the  said  nations  re- 
spectively shall  have  the  right  to  select  one  quarter 
section  of  land  in  each  of  the  counties  of  said  nation 
respectively,  in  trust  for  tho  establishment  of  seats 
of  justice  therein,  and  also  for  as  many  quarter  sec- 
tions as  the  said  legislative  councils  may  deem 
proper  for  the  permanent  endowment  of  schools, 
seminiiries,  and  colleges  in  said  nation :  Provided^ 
Such  selections  shall  not  embrace  or  interfere  with 
any  improvement  in  the  actual  occupation  of  any 
member  of  the  particular  nation  without  bis  con- 
sent :  And  provided.  The  proceeds  of  sale  of  the  quar- 
ter sections  selected  for  seats  of  justice  shall  be  ap- 
ftroprinted  for  the  erection  or  improvement  of  pub- 
ic buildings  in  the  county  in  which  it  is  loc;ktea." 

Article  twenty-one  of  the  same  treaty  pro- 
vides that — 

"In  every  township  the  sections  of  land  num- 
bered sixteen  and  thirty-six  shall  be  reserved  for 
the  support  of  schools  in  said  township :  Pnn>idedt 
That  if  the  same  has  been  already  occupied  by  a 
party  or  parties  having  the  right  to  select  it,  or  it 
shall  be  so  sterile  as  to  be  unavailable,  the  legis- 
lative authorities  of  the  particular  nations  shall 
have  tho  right  to  select  such  other  unoccupied  sec- 
tions as  they  may  think  proper." 

The  fifteenth  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington with  the  Creeks,  made  June  14,  1866, 
provides  that — 

"A  quantity  of  land  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres,  to  be  selected  according  to  legal 
subdivision  in  one  body,  and  to  include  their  im- 
provements, is  hereby  granted  to  every  religious 
society  or  denomination  which  has  erected,  or  which, 
with  the  assent  of  the  Indians,  may  hereafter  erect 
buildings  within  the  Creek  country  for  missionary 
or  educational  purposes,"  Ac. 

It  is  provided  in  the  fourteenth  article  of 
the  treaty  of  Washington  with  the  Cherokees 
that-— 

"The  right  to  the  use  and  occupancy  of  a  quantity 
of  land,  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
to  be  selected  according  to  legal  subdivision  in  one 
body,  and  to  include  their  improvements  and  not 
including  the  improvements  ol  any  member  of  the 
Cherokee  nation,  is  hereby  granted  to  every  society 
or  denomination  which  has  erected,  or  which,  with 
the  consent  of  the  national  council,  may  hereafter 
erect  buildings  within  the  Cherokee  country  for 
missionary  or  educational  purposes." 

These  people  have  schools  and  colleges, 
and  teach  the  English  language  in  them.  The 
English  is  the  language  of  the  people ;  their 
laws  and  records  are  all  kept  and  printed  in 
English.  Many  of  them  are  well  educated,  aud 
all  are  making  as  rapid  progress  toward 
thoroughly  civilized  habits  as  any  people  could, 
and  more  than  they  will  in  the  future  if  the 
nation's  faith  with  them  is  broken  and  their 
homes  exposed  to  the  greed  of  speculators. 

WHITES  MABRYIlfO  INDIANS. 

These  Indians  have  with  much  liberality  per- 
mitted white  men  to  marry  into  their  trioes, 
thus  proving  that  they  were  not  averse  to  our 
race,  religion^  or  habits,  and  have  provided 
by  various  treaties  for  the  welfare  of  such  per- 
sons. 

By  the  thirty-eighth  article  of  the  treaty  of 
Washington  with  the  Choctaws  and  Chick- 
asaws, April  28,  1866,  it  is  generously  pro- 
vided that — 

"Every  white  person  who,  having  married  a 
Choctaw  or  Chickasaw,  resides  in  the  said  Choctaw 
or  Chickasaw  nation,  or  who  has  been  adopted  by  the 
legislative  authorities,  is  to  be  deemed  a  member 
of  said  nation,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  laws  of 
the  Chootaw  and  Cbiokasaw  nations,  according  to  his 
domicile,  and  to  prosecution  and  trial  before  their 
tribunals,  and  to  punishment  according  to  their 
laws  in  all  respects  as  though  he  was  a  native  Choc- 
taw or  Chickasaw." 

COURTS  AND  SURRXNDIB  OP  CRimNALS. 

As  another  evidence  of  tl^e  progress  of  these 
people  in  civil  government,  it  is  especially  pro- 
vided in  their  treaties  with  the  United  States 
that  criminals  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  seeking  refuge  in  their  country  shall  be 
surrender pd  to  the  authorities  of  our  Qovem- 
ment.     The  forty-second  article  of  the  treaty 
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at  Washington  with  the  Ghoctaws  and  Chick* 
asaws,  of  April  28,  1866,  provides  that — 

"The  Ghootaw  and  Chickasaw  nations  shall  de- 
liver up  persons  accused  of  crime  against  the  United 
States,  or  any  i>f  them,  who  may  be  found  within 
their  liihits,  on  the  requisition  of  the  Qovernor  of 
any  State,  or  of  the  United  States." 

The  seventh  article  of  the  treaty  of  Wash- 
ington, made  July  19,  1866,  with  the  Chero- 
kees,  provides  that — 

**The  United  States  court  to  be  created  in  the  In- 
dian territory,  and  until  such  court  is  created  therein 
the  United  States  district  court  the  nearest  to  the 
Cherokee  nation,  shall  have  exclusive  original  juris- 
diction of  all  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  wherein 
an  inhabitant  of  the  district  hereinbefore  described 
shall  bo  a  party,  and  where  an  inhabitant  outride  of 
said  district  in  the  Cherokee  country  shall  be  the 
other  party  plaintiff  or  defeildil.nt  in  a  civil  cause, 
or  shall  be  a  defendant  or  prosecutor  in  a  criminal 
ease,"  &c. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  tenth  article  of 
the  Creek  treaty  made  at  Washington,  June 
14,  1866,  provides  that— 

'*  The  Creeks  also  agree  that  a  court  or  courts  may 
bo  established  in  said  territory  with  such  jurisdiction 
and  organized  in  such  manner  as  Congress  may  by 
law  provide." 

The  eighth  section  of  the  eighth  article  of 
the  Chocta>^  and  Chickasaw  treaty,  of  April 
28,  1866,  provides  that— 

"The  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  also  agree  that 
a  court  or  courts  may  be  established  in  said  ter- 
ritory with  such  jurisdiction  and  organization  as 
Congress  may  prescribe :  Provided,  That  the  same 
ahall  not  interfere  with  the  local  judiciary  of  either 
of  said  nations." 

This  provision  is  also  contained  in  the  prior 
treaty  with  these  tribes,  of  June  22,  1855,  arti- 
cle fifteen  of  that  treaty. 

The  seventh  section  of  the  seventh  article 
of  the  Seminole  treaty,  of  March  21,  1866, 
provides  that — 

"The  Seminoles  also  tlgree  that  a  court  or  courts 
may  bo  established  in  said  territory*  with  such 
jurisdiction  and  organised  in  such  manner  as  Con- 
gress may  by  law  provide." 

PROVISION  FOB  RKFUQBES  WHO  SUFPKBBO  ON  ACCOUNT 
OF  THEIB  DEVOTION  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  DUBINQ 
THE  BSBBLLION. 

The  Seminoles  in  their  treaty  at  Washington 
of  March  21,  1866,  provide  in  the  latter  clause 
of  the  fburth  article  that — 

"  The  provisions  of  this  article  shall  extend  to  and 
embrace  the  claims  for  losses  sustained  by  loyal 
members  of  said  tribe,  irrespective  of  race  or  color 
whether  at  the  time  of  said  losses  the  claimants 
shall  have  been  in  servitude  or  not:  provided  said 
claimants  are  made  members  of  this  tribe  by  the 
stipulation  of  this  treaty." 

By  the  forty  ninth  article  of  the  Washington 
treaty  of  April  28,  1866,  with  the  Choctaws  and 
Chickasaws,  it  is  expressly  provided — 

"And  it  is  further  agreed  that  a  commission  to 
consist  of  a  person  or  persons,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed immediately  on  the  ratification  of  this  treaty, 
who  shall  take  into  consideration  and  determine  the 
alaim  of  such  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  as  allege 
that  they  have  been  driven  during  the  late  rebel- 
lion from  their  homes  in  the  Choctaw  and  Clhicka- 
suw  nations  on  account  of  their  adhesion  to  the 
United  States,  for  damages,  with  power  to  make 
such  award  as  may  be  consistent  with  equity  and 
good  conscience,  taking  into  view  all  the  circum- 
stances, whose  report,  when  ratified  by  the  Secre- 
tiiry  of  the  Interior,  shall  be  final,  and  authorise 
the  payment  of  the  amount  from  any  moneys  of 
said  nations  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States  as 
the  said  commission  may  award." 

The  fourth  article  of  the  Creek  treaty  of 
Washington,  June  14,  1866,  provides  that — 

"  Immediately  after  the  raiification  of  this  treaty 
the  United  States  agree  to  ascertain  the  amount  due 
the  respective  soldiers  who  enlisted  in  the  Federal 
Army,  loyal  refugee  Indians  and  freedmen,  in  pro- 
portion to  their  several  losses,  and  to  pay  the 
amount  awarded  each,  in  the  following  manner,  to 
wit :  a  census  of  the  Creeks  shall  be  taken  by  the 
agent  of  the  United  States  for  said  nation,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  and  a  roll 
of  the  names  of  all  soldiers  that  enlisted  in  the 
Federal  Army,  loyal  refugee  Indians,  and  freedmen, 
be  made  by  him. 

•*  The  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs  for  thesouth- 
ern  superintendence,  and  the  agent  of  the  UnitCMi 
States  for  the  Creek  nation,  shall  proceed  to  invest- 
iitrate  and  determine  from  said  roll  the  amounts  due 
the  respoctivo  refugee  Indians,  and  shall  transmit 
to  the  CommiMionerof  Indian  Attuirs  for  hisapproval, 
and  that  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior,  their 
a^araa,  together  with  their  ren«««>n«theref<»r.  Incase 
the  Award's  so  made  shall  be  July  approved,  said 
awanto  shall  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 


said  lands  within  one  year  fVom  the  ratification  of  this 
treaty,  or  so  soon  as  said  amount  of  $100,000  can  be 
raised  from  the  sale  of  said  land  to  other  Indians." 

The  third  article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty 
made  at  Washington  July  19,  1866,  provides 
with  less  liberality,  however,  for  the  restora- 
tion of  property  to  the  returned  refugee  Cher- 
okees. 

These  several  treaty  provisions  present  in  a 
most  favorable  light  the  generosity  of  these 
people,  and  test  their  worth  and  civilization, 
pointing  them  out,  not  as  outlaws  from  whom 
we  should  take  that  which  we  have  sold  to 
them  for  a  consideration,  and  for  which  we 
have  received  odr  price  long  since,  but  of 
whom  we  could  with  great  safety  learn  many 
lessons  of  national  faith  and  devotion  to  jus- 
tice and  charitable  dealing  with  our  fellows. 

FBOBIBITION  OF-  INTEMPEBANCE. 

Another  evidence  of  a  desire  for  progress 
and  good  order  is  manifested  among  these 
people  by  their  oft-repeated  stipulations  against 
the  introduction  of  spirituous  liquors  among 
them.  Their  great  love  for  it  as  a  beverage 
makes  the  prohibition  of  its  introduction  the 
more  virtuous  as  a  self  denial,  and  would 
among  white  men  call  for  the  highest  eh- 
comiums  for  firmness  and  moral  worth.  Of 
course  I  speak  of  the  better- thin  king  classes 
of  the  Indians,  and  must  do  so  in  regard  to 
any  other  people  whose  virtues  are  being  con- 
sidered, as  there  are  careless  and  dissolute 
men  in  every  society  who  udd  nothing  to  its 
fame  or  its  progress. 

The  twenty  seventh  article  of  the  Cherokee 

treaty  of   Washington,  made  July  19,  1866, 

provides,  among  other  things — 

"But  no  sutler  or  other  person  connected  there- 
with, either  in  or  out  of  the  military  orpranization, 
shall  be  permitted  to  introduce  any  spirituous,  vin- 
ous, or  malt  liquors  into  the  Cherokee  nation,  ex- 
cept the  medical  department  proper,  and  "by  them 
only  for  strictly  medical  purposes." 

All  Indian  tribes,  by  their  treaties,  author- 
ize the  United  States  to  pass  such  la^s  regu- 
lating internal  trade  and  commerce  among  the 
several  tribes  as  in  the  judgment  of  Congress  is 
proper,  and  in  pursuance  of  this  understanding 
the  law  of  June  30,  1834,  entitled  *'Au  act  to 
regulate  trade  and  intercourse  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  and  to  preserve  peace  on  the  frontier, 
was  passed."  The  twentieth  section  of  this 
intercourse  act  provides — 

"That  if  any  person  shall  sell,  exchange,  or  give, 
barter,  or  dispose  of  any  spirituous  liauor  or  wine  to 
an  Inaian  in  the  Indian  country,  such  person  shall 
forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  $500;  and  if  any  person 
shall  introduce,  or  attempt  to  introduce,  any  spiritu- 
ous liquor  or  wine  into  the  Indian  country,  except; 
such  supplies  as  shall  be  necessary  for  the  officers 
of  the  United  States  and  troops  of  the  service, 
under  the  direction  of  the  War  Department,  such 
person  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding 
f300;  and  if  any  superintendent  of  Indian  affairs, 
Indian  agent,  or  sub-agent,  or  commanding  otficer 
of  a  military  post  has  reason  to  suspect^  or  is  in- 
formed, that  any  white  person  or  Indian  is  about  to 
introduce,  or  has  introduced,  any  spirituous  liquor  or 
wine  into  the  Indian  country,  in  violation  of  the 
provisions  of  this  section,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such 
superintendent,  Indian  agent,  or  sub-agent,  or  mili- 
tary officer,  agreeably  to  such  regulations  as  may  foe 
established  by  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  the  boats,  stores,  packages,  and  places  of  de- 
posit of  such  person  to  be  searched,  and  if  any  such 
spirituous  liquor  or  wine  is  found  the  goods,  boats, 
packages,  and  peltries  of  such  person  shall  be  seised 
and  delivered  to  the  proper  officer,  and  shall  be 
proceeded  against  by  libel  in  the  proper  court  and 
forfeited,  one  half  to  the  informer  and  the  other  half 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  if  such  person  is  a 
trader  his  license  shall  be  revoked  and  his  bond  put 
in  suit.    And  it  shall  moreover  be  lawful  for  any 

ferson  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  or  for  any 
ndian,  to  take  and  destroy  any  ardent  spirits  or 
wine  found  in  the  Indian  country,  except  military 
supplies,  as  mentioned  in  this  section." 

POWER  GRANTED  TO  GOMORESS  TO  LEGISLATE. 

I  now  call  attention  to  the  powers  granted 
Congress  under  the  treaties  of  1866,  to  legis- 
late for  the  interest  of  the  several  fugitive 
tribes  in  the  Indian  territory,  together  with 
their  restrictions. 

It  is  provided  by  article  seven  of  the  Choc- 
taw and  Chickasaw  treaty  of  Washington, 
April  28,  1866,  that— 

"The  Choctaws  and  Chickasaws  aj^ree  to  such 
legislation  as  Congress  and  the  President  of  the 


United  States  may  deem  necessary  for  the  b*rUer 
administration  of  justice  and  the  protection  of  is- 
rights  of  person  and  property  within  the  Iii-Ji^ 
territory:  Provided,  koittever.  Sach  Icigrislation  ahill 
not  in  any  wise  interfere  with  or  annul  th^ir  prt*- 
ent  tribal  organization  or  their  respocliTe  ltr«iAi>- 
tures  or  judiciaries,  or  the  rights,  laws,  priTil<«« 
or  customs  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  oatkucj 
respectively.'* 

The  tenth  article  of  the  Creek  treaty  made  a: 
Washington  I  June  14,  1866,  provides  in  the 
same  terms  of  that  of  the  Choctaws  and  Chicka- 
saws touching  the  power  of  Conijresa  and  the 
President  to  legislate  *'  for  the  better  admici- 
istratiou  of  justice  and  the  protectioo  of  per- 
son and  property  within  the  IndiaD  territorr,'* 
and  with  the  same  restrictive  providoag  *•  to 
not  in  any  manner  interfere  with  or  annul 
their  present  tribal  organization,  righted  lavs, 
privileges,  and  customs."        » 

It  is  {provided  in  this  seyenth  article  of  t^ 
Seminole  treaty  made  at  Waahiog;tou,  Man^ 
21,  1866,  that  **the  Seminole  nation  agrees  to 
such  legislation  as  Congress  and  the  Presided 
may  deem  necessary  for  the  better  administra- 
tion of  the  rights  of  person  and  property  within 
the  Indian  territory ; "  with  the  same  provis- 
ions as  to  non-interference  with  the  '^trib^ 
organization,  rights,  laws,  privilegea,  and  cas- 
toms.*' 

The  Cherokees  made  no  Special  provisioos 
in  their  treaty  of  1866  on  the  subject  of  cud- 
gressional  legislation,  but  the  affirmation  of 
all  former  treaties  not  inconaisteat  with  that 
one  leaves  all  former  authority  touching  tk^ 
power  of  Congress  as  it  was,  so  that  the  inter- 
course laws  or  the  power  to  make  or  am^nd 
them  is  fully  authorized  with  this  or  with  the 
other  enumerated  tribes  and  as  with  ail  trib*::s 
in  all  the  States  and  Territories  of  ihe  Uniied 
States. 

But  the  title  of  the  Choctaws,  Chickasaw^ 
Creeks,  and  Oherokees  to  their  present  homes 
is  as  sacred  as  the  laws  of  Congress  and  trraij 
stipulations  can  make  it,  and  has  bee:i  saae- 
tioned  in  many  ways  through  a  period  of  ueariy 
ninety  consecutive  years. 

GENERAL  COUNCIL  OP  OKLAHOMA. 

It  is  provided  by  the  seventh  article  of  the 

Seminole  treaty  of  March  21,  1866  ;  the  eighth 

article  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw  treaty 

of  April  28,   1866;    the   tenth   article  of  the 

Creek  treaty  of  June  14, 1866;  and  the  twelfih 

article  of  the   Cherokee  treaty    of  Jalv  19, 

1866— 

"That  a  general  council,  consistinfr  of  deleirat«s 
elected  by  each  nation  or  tribe  lawfaliy  residisc 
within  the  Indian  territory,  may  be  annaally  c-oc- 
voned  in  said  territory,  which  council  shall  be  cr- 
ganized  in  such  manner  and  possess  sneh  povvis  ai 
are  by  their  treaties  above  preseribod." 

CENSUS. 

These  several  treaties  and  sections  provide 
for  the  taking,  by  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Intennr, 
prior  to  the  first  meeting  of  said  council,  of  a 
census  or  enumeration  of  each  tribe  lawfuilj 
resident  in  said  territory,  under  the  direetioa 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs. 

GENERAL  COUNCIL  BLEOTIOIT. 

Article  seven  of  the  Seminole  treaty  of  19^, 
article  eight  of  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw 
treaty  of  April  28,  1866.  article  ten  of  th* 
Creek  treaty  of  June  14,  1866,  and  the  twetftii 
article  of  the  Cherokee  treaty  of  July  19, 1866, 
severally  provide  for  representation  and  t^e 
election  of  members  of  the  general  council,  * 
representation  republican  in  form,  and  show- 
ing evident  progress,  copying  after  our  Govern- 
ment in  all  respects.     These  provisions  are: 

"The  first  general  conncil  shall  consist  of  oi»e 
member  from  each  tribe,  an  additional  rarmWr 
from  each  one  thousand  Indinns,  or  eaob  fr«c^H>Q 
of  a  thousand  greater*  than  five  hoodred.  beicic 
members  of  any  tribe  lawftilly  resident  in  said  lir- 
ritory,  and  shall  bo  4^ tod  by  said  tribes  respect- 
ively,'*       •  •••••• 

**  The  said  council  shall  be  presided  over  bjr  ib; 
superintendent  of  Indian  affairs,  or.  In  csjie  of  bi.* 
absence  for  any  cnu»e,  the  duties  of  sard  supenc* 
tendent  enumerated  by  this  article  shall  be  re- 
formed by  such  person  as  the  SoeretAry  of  thf 
Interior  may  direct, 

**  The  Secretary  of  the  Inlefior  iJ»  lo  atifMjint  a  sec- 
retary for  the  general  council.  Whose  daty  it  fhi^\ 
be  to  keep  an  accurate  record  of  all  the  proceed* 
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ings  of  said  ooancil,  and  who  shall  transmit  a  true 
copy  of  all  sttcb  who  may  assent  to  the  establish- 
ment of  said  general  oouocil ;  and  if  none  shall  be 
thuii  formally  selected  by  any  nation  or  tribe,  the 
eaid  nation  or  tribe  shall  be  represented  in  said  gen- 
eral couuoil  by  the  ohiefa  and  head-men  of  said 
tribes,  to  be  taken  in  the  order  of  their  rank,  in  the 
same  number  and  proportion  as  above  indicated." 

These  treaties  further  provide  that  the  bu- 
periiitendent  of  Indian  affairs  shall  give  notice 
to  the  tribes  of  the  number  of  members  of  the 
general  council  that  each  one  is  entitled  to;  to 
luoet  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  by  him  ; 
afterward  to  meet  ou  their  own  adjournment ; 
1)0  session  in  any  one  year  to  exceed  thirty  days: 
thus  not  only  keeping  within  the  power  ana 
direction  of  the  Constitution  of  tne  United 
States,  but  keeping  the  Government  duly  posted 
in  all  the  doings  of  the  council,  and  limiting 
its  action  and  power  below  the  Constitution, 
treaties,  and  laws  of  the  United  States,  as  are 
the  action  and  power  of  all  other  Territories  of 
the  United  States.  Thos^  treaties  further  pro- 
vide, as  do  other  territorial  laws,  that  the  offi- 
cials and  members  of  this  general  council 
shall  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

I  call  attention  to  these  treaty  provisions  to 
show  the  entire  and  complete  political  con- 
nection between  these  tribes  and  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  their  submission  to  its  Consti- 
tuiioQ,  laws,  and  treaty  obligations. 
gbaVbs  of  theib  fathers. 

The  condition  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  this 
country  is  faithfully  presented  in  the  spirit 
and  intention  of  the  Chickasaws  in  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  June  22,  1862,  made  at 
Washington  city,  and  which  after  arriinging 
the  transfers  to  the  United  States  of  all  the 
lands  owned  and  held  by  them  east  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi river,  provides — 

"That  atraetof  land,  inolading  the  grare-yanl 
near  the  town  of  Pontotoo.  where  many  of  the 
Chickasaws  and  their  white  friends  are  baried,  and 
not  exceeding  four  aeres  in  quantity,  shall  be,  and 
is  hereby,  set  apart  and  conveyed  to  the  said  town 
of  Pontotoo,  to  DO  held  sacred  for  the  purposes  of  a 
pttblio  bnrial-groand  forever." 

Here  was  a  people  once  numerous  and 
poArerful  and  the  possesors  of  a  vast  domain, 
now  so  reduced  and  pressed  upon  by  the  sur- 
rounding white  settlements,  that  they  sold  all 
their  lauds  and  homes  and  agreed  to  move  West, 
to  a  place  new  and  strange  to  them  j  but  with 
kind  hearts  and  love  for  the  memory  of  their 
fathers  and  their  friends,  stopping  in  the  consid- 
eration of  the  sale  of  all  their  natural  domain 
in  order  to  secure  this  one  spot  sacred  to  their 
dead  and  the  dead  of  those  who  had  driven 
them  to  this  extremity,  i)ut  without  malice, 
solemnly  dedicating  their  grave-yard  to  the  use 
of  their  white  oppressors  for  a  public  burial- 
ground  forever. 

liow  soon  this  people  will  again  be  com- 
pelled to  the  sore  trial  of  preserving  and  ded* 
icating  a  grave-yard  to  their  fathers  and  their 
white  friends  forever,  remains  to  be  seen 
through  the  legislation  of  this  House. 

I  trust  in  the  strength  of  the  cause  of  these 
Indians  because  it  is  just,  and  submit  it  to  the 
House  in  full  faith  that  they  will  be  protected 
in  their  treaty  rights  to  their  lands.  1  close 
in  the  language  of  Marshall  in  the  case  of 
Fletcher  r#.  Peck: 

"  For  a  party  to  pronounce  its  own  deed  invalid, 
whatever  cause  may  be  assigned  for  its  invalidity, 
must  be  considered  as  a  mere  act  of  power,  which 
must  find  its  vindication  in  a  train  of  reasonmg  not 
ol'cen  heard  in  courts  of  jastice." 

RKPUBLIG  Off  MKXICO. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  Mr.  Speaker,  on  the  11th 
of  laHt  month  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Brooks]  moved  that  the  rules 
be  Auspended  for  the  purpose  of  passing  the 
following  resolution: 

Whereas  Mexico,  a  neighboring  andeonterminoas 
t«Trit<>ry,  is  and  has  been  in  a  state  of  revelation 
n«»w  for  half  a  century;  and  whereas  on  our  borders 
there  are  constant  raids  and  inroads  more  or  less 
dc'»traetlve  to  life  and  to  the  property  of  the  people 
of  these  United  States,  thus  demanding  from  our 
Government  decided  action;  and  whereas  philan- 
thropy, humanity,  and  Christianity  thus  shocked 
revolt  from  this  continuousifihedding  of  human  biood 
JB  endless  oiyil  wan  which  are  depopnJatiDg  the  li 


country  and  reducing  the  people  thereof  to  bar- 
barism: Therefore, 

Bb  it  resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring  therein,) 
That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  appoint  a  joint 
committee,  three  from  each  body,  to  devise  the 
wisest  and  best  policy  to  be  pursued  in  reference  to 
Mexico  and  for  the  establishment  of  law  and  order 
on  our  borders. 

I  do  not  give  the  foregoing  resolution  with 
the  intention  of  making  an  extended  criticism 
thereon,  though  the  words  used  in  the  pre- 
amble are  certainly  indicative  of  no  very  great 
respect  on  the  part  of  the  gentleman,  for  the 
Governmentor  people  of  Mexico.  The  words, 
**  a  neighboring  and  conterminous  territory,'' 
are  remarkable  when  they  refer  to  a  Govern- 
ment at  which  we  have  a  full  minister,  and 
whose  minister  is  accredited  to  our  own.  They 
are  remarkable  when  used  in  reference  to  a 
republic.  The  preamble  and  resolution  do 
not  meet  my  approval,  and  I  make  them  the 
occasion  of  a  few  remarks.  They  are  made  in 
defense  of  a  country  for  which  I  have  a  pro- 
found sympathy,  and  for  which  I  believe  there 
is  a  brighter  future. 

There  are,  sir,  some  grounds  for  this  sym- 
pathy which  I  feel  for  the  republic  of  Mex- 
ico, and  which  impel  me  to  defend  her  here 
at  the  present  time.  During  the  attempt  of 
France,  England)  and  S^in  to  overthrow 
the  Government  of  Mexico  while  our  civil 
war  was  in  progress,  it  was  my  fortune  to 
be  in  Mexico  for  a  year^  and  I  then  learned 
somewhat  of  that  republic,  of  the  nature  of 
the  struggle  that  was  then  going  on  there  and 
is  now  going  on,  as  well  as  the  sympathy  of 
that  people  toward  our  own  Government. 
This  fact  has  made  me  willing  at  this  time 
to  oresent,  feebly  though  it  may  be,  a  defense 
of  Mexico,  and  to  give  some  resons  whv  I  think 
our  Government  should  extend  to  this  sister 
republic  a  warm  and  generous  sympathy. 

I  need  not,  of  course,  go  back  into  the  his- 


low  the  career  of  Mexico  from  1821  down  to 
1859,  when  the  present  administration  came 
into  power. 

^  The  Government  of  Mexico  is  very  nearly 
like  our  own.  though  in  some  respects  quite 
different.  Sne  elects  her  president  for  four 
years.  She  has  but  a  single  branch  in  her 
national  Congress — a  house  of  representatives 
consisting  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  four 
members — although  at  the  present  time  the 
proposition  is  before  the  State  legislatures  to 
change  the  constitution  and  proviae  for  a  sen- 
ate. She  has  a  federal  supreme  court  and 
federal  circuit  courts,  as  well  as  State  courts, 
the  State  judges  holding -their  offices  for  life, 
and  the  Inderal  judges  for  six  years.  The 
chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  is  the  vice 
president  of  the  republic,  and  in  case  of  a 
vacancy  in  the  presidency  he  becomes  the 
president.  Benito  Juarez,  who  is  the  present 
executive,  thus  became  the  president,  he 
being  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the 
country  when  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
president  occurred,  and  has  since  then  been 
twice  elected  by  the  people. 

The  annual  expenses  of  the  Government  are 
about  $17,000,000.  The  receipts  for  ite  sup- 
port have  generally  been  equal  to  its  ex- 
penses. They  are  derived  from  a  direct  tax, 
stamp  duties,  and  from  imposts  upon  exports. 
The  republic  is  divided  into  twenty-three 
States,  one  territory,  and  one  district.  Its 
entire  length,  northwest  and  southeast,  is  up- 
ward of  two  thousand  miles,  and  its  extreme 
breadth  over  eleven  hundred  miles.  The  popu- 
lation in  18G0  was  9,160,000 

The  following  are  the  leading  cities  with 
their  population  : 

City  of  Mexico 250,000 

Leon 120.0U0 

Guadalnjara lOO.OOO 

Paebia 80.000 

San  Luis  Potosi «. 5U,WJ0 

guanojuato 70.000 
acatecas ^, 50,000 


Her  territory  comprises  an  area  of  766.842 
square  miles.     Its  coast  line  is  5.800  miles. 

I  will  allude,  in  a  very  few  words,  to  the 
wonderful  wealth  of  Mexico— wealth  lavishly 
bestowed  upon  her  by  nature ;-and  then  to 
Some  of  the  moral  forces  which  are  at  work, 
and  which  inspire  in  my  mind  hope  for  the 
brighter  future  which  I  insist  is  iti  store  for 
that  republic. 

Mexico  unites  the  vegetation  of  North  and 
Sonth  America.  By  reason  of  its  peculiar 
geological  structure,  and  its  variations  of 
climate  land  temperature,  according  to  eleva- 
tion, it  presents  an  immense  variety  of  indi- 
genous productions;  and  scarcely  a  plant  exist 
on  the  globe  which  cannot  be  grown  in  some 
part  of  the  country.  Whole  provinces  on  the 
table- land  produce  alpine  plants,  oaks,  chest- 
nuts, and  pine,  spontaneously.  Rice,  Indian- 
corn,  the  banana,  the  sugar- cane,  tobacco, 
coffee,  jalap,  cacao,  beans,  chile  wheat,  bar- 
ley, potatoes,  peas,  lentils,  American  aloe, 
nopal,  cotton,  pepper,  anise  vanilla,  sarsa- 
parilla,  indigo,  cochineal,  wax,  silk,  and 
indeed  every  production  of  all  the  zones  are 
found  in  Mexico. 

These  are  the  agricultural  or  vegetable 
products.  If  we  turn  to  the  jnineral  pro- 
ductions we  should  be  as  well  satisfied  with  the 
result.  It  has  iron,  lead,  gold,  and  silver  in 
abundance.  All  mineral  Vealth,  including  the 
precious  stones,  as  well  as  all  vegetable  wealth, 
may  be  found  there.  I  think  the  people  of 
our  country  underrate  Mexico.  I  wish  in  a 
very  few  words  further  to  allude  to  its  natural 
resources  and  wealth. 

The  number  of  landed  estates  is  estimated 
at  fifteen  thousand,  the  value  of  which  is  put 
down  at  $800.000,000 ;  and  town  property  is 
estimated  at  $700,000,000.  This  gives  a  total 
of  $1,500,000,000.  The  annual  value  of  agri- 
cultural products  throughout  the  country,  mav 
be  safely  estimated  at  $800,000,000.  The  cul- 
tivation of  sugar-cane  Is  quite  considerable. 
In  six  States  forty  million  pounds  are  manu-' 
factured  annually ;  and  the  annual  production 
of  cotton  is  over  thirty  thousand  bales,  of  four 
hundred  pounds  each. 

When  we  look  at  these  productions  we,  of 
course,  must  remember  that  they  are  im- 
mensely lessened  by  the  disordered  condi- 
tion of  the  country.  Before  closing  I  desire 
to  mention  some  of  the  causes  which  have 
been  in  operation,  and  which  are  still  in  oper- 
ation, and  some  of  which  are  from  without, 
producing  these  disorders  which  we,  as  a 
neighboring  republic,  ought  not  to  look  upon 
as  a  cause  why  we  should  neglect  or  fail  to 
give  it  the  warm  support  of  which  I  have 
spoken. 

'The  product  of  wheat  is  also  quite  large, 
especially  in  the  State  of  Puebla,  growing  at 
the  lowest  average  sixty  bushels  to  the  one;  and 
barley  is  equally  productive.  Mexico,  therefore, 
ought  to  become  one  of  the  most  prosperous 
countries  upon  the  American  continent.  Man- 
ufactures, of  course,  have  grown  in  that  coun- 
try slowly,  and  have  lived  under  many  diffi- 
culties ;  yet  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth 
and  thread  is  very  considerable.  The  num- 
ber of  factories  in  1868  was  forty  seven, 
with  122,854  spindles,  giving  employment  to 
ten  thousand  laborers.  The  total  cost  of  the 
buildings  and  machinery  was  $7,342,957.  The 
annual  expense  of  running  these  factories  is 
$1,261,000.  There  are  eight  paper  manufac- 
tories in  that  country.  The  total  value  of 
manufactures  of  all  kinds  may  be  safely  put 
down  at  $100,000,000.  Bxports  have  amounted 
on  the  average  during  the  last  year  to 
$28,000,000.  and  the  imports  to  $26,000,000. 
It  might  here  be  interesting  to  dwell  upon  the 
commerce  of  Mexico,  show  its  steady  in- 
crease, and  a  quite  rapid  increase  witii  this 
country.  Mexico  could  furnish  us  with  coffee 
equal  to  the  best  sufficient  for  our  entire 
consumption. 

The  mines  of  Moxico  we  know  more  about, 
and  of  the  large  income  from  them.    They  are 
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the  ID  exhaustible  source  from  which  silver 
and  gold  come.  Their  production  is  marTel- 
0U8.  The  yearly  coinage  of  mines  in  Mexico 
has  increased  in  steady  progression  from  the 
time  of  the  establishment  of  the  first  mint  to 
the  year  1805,  when  the  highest  amount  was 
reached,   being   for    that  year,    $27,000,000. 

The  total  coinage  of  the  mints  of  Mexico  from 
the  war  of  independence  to  1856  was  $476,- 
892,014.  Humboldt  in  1808  stated  that  the 
total  amount  of  silver  raised  from  the  Mexican 
mines  from  the  conquest  in  1512  to  1803  was 
$2,027,952,000.  The  amount  of  gokl  is  one 
fifth  of  the  amount  of  silver. 

I  have  now  alluded  to  the  extent  of  this 
country,  slightly  to  its  governmental  affairs, 
and  thus  slightly  to  its  agricultural  and  mineral 
wealth.     I  now  wish  to  call  attention  to  some 

.of  the  forces  which  are  at  work  there  to  bring 
about  a  condition  of  things  which  I  think 
ought  not  to  be  ungrateful  to  Americans,  to 
republicans,  to  those  who  believe  in  a  repub- 
lican form  of  government,  which  we  think  is 
the  only  government  which  is  to  be  developed 
and  made  successful  in  that  country.  One  of 
those  moral  forces  which  are  at  work  there 
now,  is  the  system  of  free  education  which  has 
been  established  there,  especially  by  Benito 
Juarez  under  the  present  administration.  To 
be  sure  there  had  been  free  schools  prior  to 
1859,  but  the  system  of  free  education  has 
been  especially  inaugurated  since  1859.  I 
have  written  two  or  three  pages  upon  what  is 
being  done  in  that  republic  in  the  line  of  edu* 
cation,  and  I  will  read  them. 

That  nation  possesses  elements  of  progress 
and  approximate  perfection  which  has,  as  a 
part  of  her  system  of  government,  organized 
schools  for  the  education  of  its  people.  .  Free 
education  every  Government  should  furnish 
to  all.  Nothing  can  excel  it  in  the  power  to 
ennoble  and  make  glorious.  Education  refines 
and  widens  every  conception  of  individual  and 
associated  man.     It  vastly  augments  his  pow- 

*  ers.  I  have,  therefore,  sought  for  schools  in 
Mexico,  free  schools,  as  furnishing  to  my  mind 
a  reason  why  the  Government  there  should  be 
cherished  by  this,  encouraeed  and  even  ap- 
plauded. Ihe  enemies  of  Mexico  in  this  and 
other  countries  see  only  the  shades  in  her 
present  character.  It  is  to  me  a  pleasure  to 
bring  out  the  lights  which  do  really  exist  in  it. 
They  shall  and  do  forecast  a  brighter  future, 
and,  indeed,  a  future  in  which  there  will  be 
no  talk  about  monarchies  or  protectorates. 
I  will  here  give  portions  of  the  account  of 
education  in  some  of  the  States  of  Mexico,  bv 
Colonel  Albert  S.  Evans,  in  his  recent  work 
entitled  ''  Our  Sister  Republic."  Of  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Colima  he  says : 

"  Ho  has  taken  a  great  interest  in  the  establish- 
ment  of  free  schools  in  Colima  and  other  towns  in 
tho  State,  and  a  decided  advance  bos  been  made 
within  the  last  two  years  in  general  education." 

Again : 

"The  schools  of  Gaadalajara,  new  as  the;^  are, 
some  of  them  but  a  year  or  two  established,  inter- 
ested us  more  than  anything  else  we  saw  in  this 
ancient  city.  Tho  municipality  of  Guadalajara  now 
supports  eighteen  primary  day  schools,  nine  for 
boys  and  nine  for  girls,  free  to  all,  and  five  evening 
school.*),  besides  contributing  to  the  support  of  sev- 
eral more  advanced  sehooUi,  accommodating  in  all 
seven  thousand  pupils. 

"  Then  the  State  provides  two  high  schools,  one 
for  boys  and  one  for  girls,  which  are  free  to  all  who 
are  unable  to  pay  ten  dollars  per  month  for  board 
and  taitioo.  No  scholar  who  can  pass  the  examin- 
ation can  be  refused,  however  humble  or  poor. 
There  the  youth  are  taught  all  the  higher  branches 
of  mathematics,  the  languages,  vocal  and  instru- 
mental music,  and  many  arts  by  which  they  can 
?:ain  an  honest  livelihood ;  a  school  of  arts,  in  which 
our  hundred  boys  are  taught  all  the  useful  arts  and 
trades,  such  as  tailoring,  saddlery,  blacksmith ing, 
boot-making,  carpentering,  &o. ;  and  an  institute 
or  college  of  higher  grades  for  the  instruction 
of  boys  intended  for  the  learned  professions.  We 
first  visited  the  girls'  high  school.  This  is  the 
school  provided  by  the  State  of  Jalisco  for  grad- 
uates other  grammar  school.  It  is  situated  in  the 
old  convent  of  Sun  Diego,  which  was  closed  and  con- 
fiscated to  the  nation  by  order  of  President  Juares, 
and  is  now  wholly  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  free 
education.  We  found  here  two  hundred  and  thirty 
girls  from  the  age  of  twelve  to  twenty  years,  all 
Plight,  intelligent,  and  happy-looking. 


**  Those  able  to  do  so  pay  ten  dollars  per  month, 
and  those  who  are  not  pay  nothing.  For  this  they 
receive  instruction  in  all  the  studios  usually  pur- 
sued in  tho  higher  schools  in  the  United  States, 
vocal  and  instrumental  music,  object-drawing,  all 
the  fine  arts,  embroidering,  lace-making,  and,  better 
still,  cooking,  washing,  ironing,  and  other  house- 
hold duties.  In  the  music-hall  the  pupils  gave  us 
the  o^era  of  Ernani  in  as  grand  style  as  it  is  usu- 
ally given  by  the  regular  opera  companies  of  the 
United  States,  the  part  of  Ernani  being  sung  by  a 
little  miss  fourteen  years  of  age,  with  a  wonderfully 
powerful  and  highly  cultivated  voice.  On  ieavinv 
this  beautiful  retreat,  once  the  shade  of  darkness  ana 
superstition  and  bigotry,  now  so  j  ustly  the  pride  and 
hope  of  the  State,  Mr.  Seward  remarked,  *  Why,  in 
Heaven's  name,  do  people  talk  of  a  protectorate  for 
a  country  capable  of  such  things  as  these?'  Next 
we  visited  the  boys'  high  school.  This  establish- 
ment, originally  built  by  bishop  Parades,  but  now 
under  civil  control,  contains  nearly  four  hundred 
students,  and  will  soon  have  five  hundred.  One 
great  feature  of  this  school  is  its  library  of  thirty 
thousand  volumes,  mainly  the  spoils  of  the  confis- 
cated monasteries.  This  in  New  York,  Boston,  or 
England  would  be  an  immense  feature. 

"There  are  thousands  on  thousands  of  volumes 
three  centuries  old  and  more,  printed  or  illuminated 
by  hand,  and  as  perfect  in  their  parchment  coverings 
as  on  the  day  the^  issued  from  the  press.  Most  of 
them  are  in  Spanish,  but  there  are  many  in  French 
and  some  in  English." 

The  writer,  afler  giving  other  accounts  of 
the  progress  of  free  education  in  the  Stales  of 
Colima  -and  Jalisco,  closes  his  references  to 
this  subject  in  these  two  States  as  follows : 

"  Say  what  you  may,  this  is  progress.  Give  Mex- 
ico fifteen  years  of  uninterrupted  peace  in  which  to 
spread  these  schools  throughout  all  the  States,  and 
she  will  astonish  the  worla  with  her  material  ad- 
vance, and  make  the  dream  of  establishing  a  mon- 
archv  on  the  ruins  of  republicanism  in  the  New 
World  idleness  and  vanity.  Ood  grant  that  she 
may  have  the  opportunity  to  make  good  my  pre- 
diction." 

I  might  further  state  that  there  is,  with  but 
few  exceptions,  a  college  in  each  State.  With 
all  its  faults  the  national  school  of  art  and 
design  in  Mexico  is  infinitely  superior  to  any- 
thing similar  on  the  continent;  and  it  will  be 
long  before  we  shall  equal  it  in  the  United 
States. 

The  college  of  mines  or  mining  college  was 
one  of  the  noblest  educational  institutions  of 
Mexico  in  its  design,  and  it  had  been  famous 
for  half  a  century  before  even  an  attempt  at 
founding  such  a  school  had  been  made  in  the 
United  States.  These  provisions  for  general 
and  special  education,  the  colleges,  classical 
and  scientific,  the  apparatus,  the  museums, 
libraries,  paintings,  sculpture,  and  mineral  and 
natural  history  collections,  indicate  a  culture 
and  taste  far  beyond  the  generally  entertained 
idea  of  Mexico,  and  they  cannot  be  ignored  in 
judging  what  the  now  torn  republic  shall  be. 

I  now  wish  to  speak  specifically  of  the  pres- 
ent condition  of  Mexico,  and  some  ot  the 
causes  which  are  at  work  there  to  keep  alive 
the  present  disorder,  and  therefore  to  give  a 
reason  why,  instead  of  upbraiding  Mexico  with 
unkind  words  when  she  is  struggling  for  life, 
struggling  against  the  dead  past,  struggling 
against  what  Spain  willed  her,  we  should  ex- 
tend to  her  our  friendly  consideration  rather 
than  our  censure. 

As  I  said  a  moment  ago,  Benito  Juarez 
became  president  of  the  republic  of  Mexico 
in  the  year  1859.  I  have  a  profound  respect 
for  the  president  of  that  republic,  because  of 
his  character,  and  because  of  the  immense 
difficulties  under  which  he  has  labored  from 
the  very  moment  when  he  came  into  power. 
There  were  two  leading  proclamations,  so  to 
speak,  made  by  Juarez  when  he  assumed  the 
presidency  of  the  republic  of  Mexico.  He 
msisted  on  breaking  the  civil  power  of  the 
church,  and  to  this  end  the  property  of  the 
church  was  confiscated  throughout  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  republic.  The  power  of 
the  church  was  broken  as  by  a  blow,  and  when 
broken,  there  was  set  on  fire  the  opposition 
which  has  followed  him  and  his  administration 
down  to  the  present  time. 

I  am  assuming,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  what  I  say, 
that  there  is  no  other  form  of  government  in 
the  future  to  which  we  may  look  for  Mexico 
than  a  republic.  The  elements  for  a  mon- 
archy do  not  exist  there.     The  people  are  in 


favor  of  a  republican  form  of  government.  W( 
have,  therefore,  to  look  at  that  country  ft»d?y 
tined  to  be  in  the  future  as  she  is  now.  i 
republic. 

Yon  are  aware  that  within  the  past  tvo  cr 
three  years,  Mexico  has  been  visited  bj  ei- 
Secretary  Seward  ;  that  he  passed  across  t^f 
entire  country ;  that  he  was  hailed  everjvfaerf. 
Thousands  on  thousands  at  every  city  gre^H 
him  ;  they  greeted  him  as  a  representative  oi 
a  neighboring  Republic ;  they  greeted  hio 
through  gratitude,  because  of  the  noble  jk^I- 
tion  he  took  while  their  country  wsg  iDni4Je<i 
by  Maximilian,  for  I  must  insist  ifaatifer^r 
we  had  sagacious  diplomacy,  we  had  u  in  the 
management  of  that  question  by  Mr.  Sev&nL 
But  for  him  Maximilian  might  have tri-amphtni 
there,  and  to  him  are  we  largely  indebt«ni  vr 
the  absence  of  monarchical  power  od  tb^Ctii- 
tinent.  At  the  city  of  Mexico  Set/tury 
Seward  was  received  with  a  public  dinner,  at 
which  there  were  four  hundred  invited  fue«;s 
with  surroundings  that  could  not  and  vi'B^d 
not  be  excelled  in  this  city,  in  New  York. « 
anywhere  on  the  continent.  On  that  occ%>>') 
speeches  were  made,  not  onlv  by  oarminker, 
and  by  Mr.  Seward,  bat  by  Mexican  staie>mt!: 
and  Mexican  orators,  and  all  that  vac  ^ii 
there  disclosed  a  living  Mexican  nfttionaiitj 
which  we  must  recognize  now,  and  reccfQizc 
in  the  future. 

In  the  speech  of  Mr.  Seward  occur  tb«  fol- 
lowing words : 

"  The  people  of  tho  United  Statei,  by  an  iamats 
which  .is  a  peculiar  gift  of  ProTidcnce  to  mimi, 
have  comprehended  better  than  even  their  Gvvtn- 
menthas  ever  yetdune  tho  benignaat  destinies  of  Uke 
American  continent  and  their  own  re«poQsibili(;  in 
that  important  matter.  They  know  and  s«e  elMrl; 
that  although  the  colonization  and  initi»tioD  -f 
civilisation  in  all  parts  of  this  continent  was  u- 
signed  to  European  monarchical  States,  yet  cb-it 
in  perfecting  society  and  civilisation  here.  CTerr 
part  of  the  continent  must  sooner  or  later  be  mtde 
entirely  independent  of  all  foreign  control,  um  <f 
every  form  of  imperial  or  despotic  ^wer.  the  ^^'cer 
the  better.  Universally  imbued  with  this  loft/  ih 
magnanimous  sentiment,  the  people  of  the  l&itd 
States  have  opened  their  broad  territories  btm 
ocean  to  ocean  and  from  the  Lakes  to  the  Gu, 
freely  to  the  downtrodden  and  oppressed  of  ul 
nations,  as  a  republican  asylum.  In  their  Cc)C<ti- 
tution  they  have  written  with  cqaal  onanimi^ 
and  seal  tho  declaration  that  to  all  who  shall  e<>sc 
within  that  asylum  they  guaranty  that  Ibey  ^bsll 
be  foreyer  governed  only  by  repobiiean  ietitg 
tions. 

"  This  noble  guarantee  extends  in  »pinU  in  p<>lt(l> 
and  in  effect  to  all  other  nations  in  tbcAmOTi&Q 
hemisphere,  so  far  as  may  depend  on  moral  iafla- 
ences,  which  in  the  cause  of  political  troth  are 
always  more  effective  than  arms.    Some  ofu^ 
nations  are  communities  near  the  United  ^rm 
which,  while  they  are  •animated  like  the  Amenran 
people,  with  a  desire  for  republican  inftitotioa*.  aw 
will  not  willingly  submit  to  any  other,  are  yd  by 
reason  of  insumcient  territory,  imperfect  defeiop- 
ment,  colonial  demoralisation,  or  other  cause,  ic* 
capable  of  independently  sustaining  them.  T^,M«f«. 
as  in  the  case  of  the  ancient  lioaisiana,  Ft<.>na^ 
Alaska,  San  Dominpo,  and  St.  Thomas,  tho peopi^ ^ 
tho  United  States  offer  incorporation  into  the  UaitM 
States,  with  theirown  free  consent,  without  coBques. 
and  when  they  are  fully  prepared  for  that  imp*rt*w 
change.    Other  nations  on  the  continent,  hbtn.J 
endowed  with  the  elements  and  virtuM  of  mO'«^ 
independence.  pro8i>erity,  and  aggrandisement.*^^ 
self-reliant,  cherishing  the  same  enlightened  »3i 
intense  desire  fur  republican  institations.hare  tms 
assumed  the  position  and  exercised  the  poweh  oi 
exclusive  sovereignty.    Of  this  elajss  are  f^^j^ 
older  as  a  nation,  but  newer  as  a  republic  thM^^« 
United  States,  Venoauela,  and  Colombia,  the Ceotru 
American  States,  Peru,  the  Argentine  Republic,  a'i* 
Chili.    Those  republics  have  thus  became  Md»n 
gladly  reco^niicd  by  the  people  of  the  United  s»i« 
with  all  their  just  claims  and  pretension?  of  9^^f*^ 
sovereignty,  fraternal  republics,  and  political  «"* 
To  the  people  of  tho  United  States  the  "bi""*' 
acceptance  of  republican  ism  i^  necessary,  anjf  aim 
it  is  no  less  necessary  for  every  nation  and  pe^^J* 
on  the  continent.    Who  will  show  me  how  rtpat- 
licanism  can  be  extended  over  the  continent  Bf"-« 
any  other  principle  or  under  any  other  ?yst«?  ^f. 
these  ?    If  I  forbear  from  dilating  upon  the  mtm<f 
which  North  America  and  South  America.  v}fi»»" 
their  archipelagoes,  firmly  established  and  in*"* 
nally  living  under  republican  institutions,  ou-*'  r" 
forth  and  will  put  forth  in  advancing  «inJ'«*i'"; 
throughout  the  world,  it  is  because  I  baTe  ajr-J^J 
said  enough  to  show  that  loyalty  and  Pf-^'^i^"'- 
the  part  of  a  citizen  of  our  American  lt«P"'''';j2 
in  my  judgment,  not  only  consistent,  bat  '^.^'*''i 
with  the  best  wishes  for  the  welfare,  P^speniy.'^ 
happiness  of  all  other  American  republi^'  JJ\ 
you.  gentlemen,  the  health  of  President  WB"J 
Juares,  a  name  indiasolubly  associated  wiu  »« 
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names  of  PresidoDts  Lincoln,  BoHrar.  and  Wash- 
in  Rton,  in  the  heroic  history  of  repablicanism  in 
A  lucrica." 

That  address,  or  that  part  of  it  which  I  have 
read,  discloses  the  views  which  Mr.  Seward 
has  about  Mexico,  that  ii^evirably  she  must 
have  an  independent  existence,  and  that  we 
ought  to  recognize  this  fact  in  all  our  inter- 
course with    her,   and  that  she  may   justly 
expect  from  us  all  the  sympathies  which  one 
repulilic  is  bound  to  extend  to  another.     There 
were  none  upon  this  continent,  I  trust,  who 
sympathized  with  the  attempt  made  to  subju- 
gate Mexico.     While  we  might  have  had  Max- 
imilian spared,  perhaps,  from  the  violent  death 
that  overtook  him,  yet  there  was  not  given  to 
him  one  particle  of   sympathy  by  any  true 
lover  of  republican  institutions  in  this  coun- 
try.    He  Was  regarded  by  us  all  as  an  invader, 
and  as  such  condemned  by  us  from  the  begin- 
ning to  the  end  of  his  tragic  career^  and  While 
we   pronounce  the  words   **poor    Carlo tta" 
with  sorrow^  yet  we  have  no  forgiveness  for 
the  invasion  of  a  portion  of  this  continent 
of  ours,   destined  with  us  to  republicanism, 
and  to  republicanism  alone. 

Benito  Juarez  is  a  Oaxaca  Indian,  was  edu- 
cated for  the  church,  and  is  a  liberal  Catholic. 
He  subsequently  studied  law,  and  finally  was 
clkief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  re- 
public. He  is  a  strong  man,  a  man  of  abili- 
ties, of  dogged  determination,  firm,  resolute, 
and  daring,  and  there  are  but  few  better  men 
ill  any  country,  and  there  have  been  but  few 
ill  any  age  who  stand  out  and  challenge  our 
admiration  as  does  President  Juarez.  He 
said :  ^Met  the  church  lose  its  civil  power,  and 
have  alone  its  ecclesiastical  power;  let  the 
wealth  of  the  convents  and  the  monasteries  be 
confiscated ;  let  the  wealth  of  the  church  be 
poured  into  the  treasury  of  the  country.''  And 
$400,000,000  have,  from  this  source,  been  car- 
ried into  the  federal  treasury. 

it  has,  therefore,  been  a  war  from  that  time 
in  this  between  the  Church  party  and  the  Liberal 
piirty,  headed  by  Juarez.  It  has  not  beeii  a  war 
against  the  church  as  such.  Juarez  himself 
ifl  a  Catholic,  but  it  has  been  a  war  against 
the  civil  power  of  the  church,  and  against  the 
tsequestration  of  wealth  for  the  benefit  of  the 
church.  This  has  been  the  struggle,  this  has 
hcen  the  contest,  and  no  sooner  had  Juarez 
taken  his  seat  than  Miramon  with  his  asso- 
ciates visited  Madrid  and  Paris.  Isabella  and 
Eugenie  were  approached  and  besought  to 
interest  themselves  in  behulf  of  the  churchf  in 
the  struggle  which  was  then  commencing. 
Miramon  remained  in  Paris  and  in  Madrid 
until  the  invasion  was  inaugurated,  anti  then 
came  with  the  invaders  as  a  guide  to  point  out 
the  way,  that  these  invaders  might  ruin  his 
native  laud  and  bring  it  under  foreign  subju- 
gation. He  died  along  with  Maximilian,  and 
in  the  same  way,  without  sympathy  anywhere, 
a  traitor  to  his  country,  as  he  was  all  the  time 
from  1869  to  the  hour  in  which  he  fell. 

I  will  read  the  following  extract  from  the 
recent  work  to  which  I  have  alluded,  giving  a 
description  of  Juarez,  the  great  leader  in  this 
national  struggle : 

'*Ho  impresses  you  as  one  who  moves  slowly,  but 
with  irresistible  foroe,  and  is  capable  of  any  sacri- 
fice and  any  expenditure  of  time,  money,  or  blood, 
to  carry  out  his  plans  when  once  adopted.  Whether 
entertaining  the  nation's  guests,  as  we  saw  him  on 
this  night,  when  thousands  of  eyes  were  upon  him. 
sitiibg  in  his  bare- walled  room  at  El  -Paso  del 
Norte,  with  a  price  upon  his  head,  and  but  two  hun- 
dred Indian  troops  to  support  him  and  the  republic 
against  the  mercenary  hordes  of  Europe  and  domes- 
tic traitors,  or  walking  in  the  garden  of  Chapul- 
topcc.  smoking  his  cigaretto  and  meditatinc  on 
plans  for  putting  down  pronanoiamientos,  crusbing 
the  power  of  the  church,  or  establishing  schools  and 
providing  for  the  education  and  improvement  of 
his  people,  he  is  ever  the  same  taciturn,  self-reliant, 
hopeful,  unexcitable  man,  believing  in  himself, 
and  confident  of  the  final  triumph  of  republicanism 
over  all  trials  and  opposition. 

"A  horse-fancying  friend  described  him  once  to 
mo  iU!  *  not  a  three-minute  trotter,  but  a  mighty  good 
sill'day  horse,  and  safe  for  a  long  journey.'  The 
idea  is  sound,  though  expressed  in  a  homely  man- 
ner.   He  is  never  accused  of  forgetting  his  friends. 


and  his  triumph  over  all  enemies  and  difficulties 
the  most  gigantic  stamp  him  as  a  man  of  no  ordinary 
mold,  one  disstined  to  nil  a  remarkable  page  in  the 
history  of  the  world." 

This  is  the  man  who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
existing  Government  of  Mexico.  They  have 
had,  to  be  sure,  an  internal  commotion  which 
is  a  subject  of  regret  to  us  all,  but  there  has 
been,  nevertheless,  a  steady  advance  in  the 
development  of  the  country  and  in  the  increase 
of  its  population.  Juarez  has  rid  many  of  the 
States  of  the  thieves  and  robbers  who  infested 
them.  He  has  been  constantly  at  work  from 
the  beginning  of  his  administration  to  the  pres- 
ent time  in  bringing  order  out  of  confusion. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  although  these  disorders 
exist,  what  we  should  give  to  Mexico  is  not 
censure,  but  support.  We  should  praise  what- 
ever of  good  there  is  there.  We  should  hail 
whatever  moral  force  there  is  in  it.  We  should 
encourage  Mexico  to  develop  her  own  great 
resources,  and  not  compel  her  to  feel  that  this 
great  and  now  united  Hepublic  has  no  grace 
for  her  poor,  struggling,  sister  republic. 

Ah !  the  power  of  superstition  and  of  big- 
otry that  has  been  entailed  on  Mexico,  which 
clings  to  it  as  with  a  death-grasp  1  And  it 
takes  time,  it  takes  the  nerve  of  such  men 
as  Juarez  to  thrust  it  aside  and  restore  the 
country  to  the  fullness  of  life.  I  have  faith  in 
Mexico.  I  believe  in  the  power  of  its  people 
to  redeem  themselves.  1  believe  that  that 
republic  will  yet  live  in  well-developed  power. 
I  do  not  believe  that  we  want  her  States  as  a 
part  of  our  Republic.  We  do  not  desire  tq 
obtain  them  bv  annexation.  Even  if  my  hope 
in  regard  to  the  future  of  Mexico  is  realized, 
her  civilization  will  always  be  that  of  the  Latin 
race ;  it  will  never  be  that  of  the  Caucasian 
race.  The  civilization  of  the  former  race  is 
less  rugged  than  that  of  the  latter.  We  do  not 
desire  that  country  to  become  a  part  of  our 
own.  We  should  not  seek  to  extend  over  it 
a  governmental  protection.  But  I  do  believe 
that  the  Government  of  Mexico  should  feel 
that  she  can  look  to  us  for  sympathy,  for  suc- 
cor, and  for  aid  when  invacfed  from  without, 
and  ibr  sympathy  in  her  struggles  to  redeem 
herself,  and  lor  an  appreciation  of  what  she  is 
and  what  she  may  be,  by  her  own  internal 
forces  working  themselves  freely  out  in  their 
own  channels  and  modes  of  development 

In  reading  the  speeches  that  were  made  at 
this  great  dinner  to  which  I  have  alluded,  I 
find  that  there  was  a  Mexican  orator,  Don 
Gracio  M.  Altamirano  of  Guerrero,  who 
spoke  on  that  occasion.  I  would  gladly  read 
his  entire  speech,  because  there  was  a  nation- 
ality in  it,  a  Mexicanism  in  it;  and  the  response 
which  it  had  showed  how  intensely  those  peo- 
ple are  wedded  to  a  republiean  form  of  gov- 
ernment, and  how  they  cling  to  it,  and  will 
continue  to  cling  to  it  in  the  long  years  to 
come;  and  hence,  we  may  not  expect  that 
she  is  to  throw  off  a  republican  form  of  gov- 
ernment at  any  time;  she  never  will  do  it  any 
more  than  America  will  do  it.  She  has  none 
of  the  elements  of  an  aristocracy  even,  much 
less  of  an  empire  or  a  monarchy,  any  more 
than  we  have  in  America.  They  never  can 
be  other  than  republican  in  their  form  of  gov- 
ernment. We  have  not  the  elements  of  any 
other  Government  than  the  one  we  possess. 
The  same  is  true  of  Mexico. 

From  that  speech  I  take  a  single  para- 
graph, and  I  think,  sir,  yon  will  agree  with  me 
that  this  sentence  shows  a  culture  and  power 
of  expression  that  but  few  men  possess.  In 
the  midst  of  his  speech  he  alluded  to  our  late 
war,  and  in  one  single  sentence  he  announced 
its  beginning,  its  progiess,  its  close,  and  its 
triumph  in  these  words: 

**The  thunderbolt  fell;  the  heavens  became  se- 
rene; the  dead  were  taken  up  from  the  battle-field: 
the  blood  was  washed  away,  and  in  the  splendor  of 
(bo  rainbow  appeared  the  slaves  with  their  chains 
broken  asunder  and  their  foreheads  illuminated  with 
the  sun  of  equality." 

No  ordinary  mind  could  thus  epitomize  a 


great  national  struggle  in  a  single  sentence 
with  more  brilliancy  and  power  than  in  this 
single  sentence  which  I  have  read. 

I  have  now  occupied  the  time  of  the  House 
sufficiently  long.  At  the  commencement  of 
what  I  had  to  say  I  stated  the  reason  why  I 
wanted  to  say  this  much.  I  resided  in  Mexico 
a  single  year,  and  I  was  kindly  treated  by  that 
people,  and  my  connection  with  them  won  my 
esteem.  1  desired  here  to  defend  them.  I  have 
no  defense  to  make  of  any  invasions  of  our 
territory  at  the  present  time,  and  to  which 
allusion  has  been  made  here.  Those  are  the 
results  of  the  disorders  that  are  there,  and  they 
are  not  denied.  But  back  of  them  there  is  a 
Government  republican  in  form,  duly  organ- 
ized, in  force,  and  to  be  felt  in  the  future. 
And  instead  of  these  resolutions  of  censure 
and  of  blame,  it  is  the  partof  our  Government 
to  congratulate  Mexico  whenever  she  wins  a 
victory  over  these  disorders,  to  aid  her  and 
assist  her  rather  than  to  crush  her  down  by 
unkind  references,  or  by  heralding  her  to  the 
world  as  a  country  which  is  depopulating  itself 
by  its  internal  disorders.  My  hope  and  my 
belief  is  that  Mexico  shall  yet  be  a  worthy 
sister  republic,  magnificent  in  her  government 
as  she  is  majestic  in  her  resources,  grand  in 
her  character  as  she  is  by  nature  in  her  capacity. 

TARIFF. 

Mr.  DUELL  addressed  the  House  upon  the 
(question  of  the  tariff  and  protection  to  Amer- 
ican industry.  [His  remarks  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  If  no  other  gentleman 
desires  to  be  heard,  I  will  move  that  the  House 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  accordingly 
(at three  o'clock  and  thirty- five  minntes p.  m.) 
the  House  adjourned. 

PSTITION* 

The  following  petition  was  presented' nnder 
the  rule,  and  referred  to* the  appropriate  com- 
mittee : 

Bv.  Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia :  The  petition 
ofT.  B.  Griffin,  of  Lowndes  county,  (jeor^ia, 
asking  the  removal  of  his  political  disabilities. 


IN  SENATE. 


Monday,  April  15,  1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
man, D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  Friday 
last  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  On  Friday  last  V  am 
under  the  impression  that  the  Senate  made 
a  mistake.  It  passed  House  joint  resolution 
No.  105.  The  inientiou  of  the  Senate,  I  pre- 
sume, was  to  pass  House  joint  resolution  No. 
181,  relating  to  the  commissioners  of  claims 
appointed  under  the  act  of  Congress  approved 
March  8,  1871,  which  had  passed  the  House 
and  was  before  the  Senate.  I  ask  to  have  this 
clerical  mistake  corrected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  gave  notice,  probably  when  the 
Senator  from  Alabama  was  not  in  his  seat  on 
Friday  evening,  that  there  had  been  an  error 
which  he  would  probably  attempt  to  correct 
to-day  in  regard  to  the  resolution  allowing  the 
southern  claims  commissioners  to  report. 

Mr.  SPENCER.     Very  well. 

EXECDTIVJB  C0MUUNI0ATI0N8. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
communicating,  in  compliance  with  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  9th  instant,  information  relating 
to  the  canal  and  dike  at  Dulutb,  Minnesota ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  letter  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  a  report 
and  estimates  of  the  chief  of  engineers  in 
relation  to  the  improvement  of  the  Falls  of  St. 
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Anthony ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PETITIONS  AND  MEMORIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDE;JIT  presented  the 
annual  statement  of  the  Washington  City 
Savings  Bank  for  the  year  ending  April  1, 
1872 ;  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Lie  also  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  California,  in  favor  of  an  increase 
of  the  ocean  mail  steamship  service  between 
San  Francisco,  Japan,  and  China;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  present  a  petition  of  the 
same  character,  and  I  presume  a  duplicate  of 
the  one  just  presented  by  the  Presiding  Officer. 
It  urgently  appeals  to  Congress  to  afford  aid  in 
the  establishment  of  more  frequent  commun- 
ication between  the  ports  on  the  coast  of  the 
Pucific  and  the  ports  of  China  and  Japan.  I 
move  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  present  also  a  memorial  of 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  San  Francisco, 
asking  earnestly  for  further  assistance  by  Con- 
gress to  aid  in  the  establishment  of  mail  com- 
munication by  steamships  between  the  port  of 
San  Francisco  and  the  ports  of  the  southern 
Pacific  islands,  as  well  as  the  ports  in  China 
and  Japan.  The  reasons  are  set  forth  quite 
fully  in  the  memorial  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  I  move 
that  it  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  also  charged  with  the 
presentation  of  a  protest,  signed  by  some 
twenty-four  thousand  of  the  citizens  of  San 
Francisco,  against  the  cession  of  Yerba  Buena 
island,  in  the  harbor  of  San  Francisco,  for  a 
railroad  depot  or  terminus,  and  also  protesting 
against  all  other  schemes  of  like  character 
which  threaten  to  jeopardize  their  safety  or 
impair  the  usefulness  of  the  bay  and  harbor 
of  San  Francisco.  This  is  a  very  voluminous 
memorial,  contained  in  three  pretty  large  vol- 
umes, and  is  entitled  to  a  good  deal  of  consid- 
eracion  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  and  of  Con- 
gress. My  friend  asks  me  if  on  account  of  the 
volume.  I  reply  no,  bnt  on  account  of  the 
signers,  who,  I  believe,  include  nearly  all  the 
business  men  of  San  Francisco.  I  recognize 
a  great  many  names  among  the  signers  as  very 
excellent  and  influential  citizens  of  that  place. 
The  statement  which  I  have  seen  in  a  morning 
paper  of  this  city  this  morning,  that  the  opposi- 
tion comes  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
San  Francisco,  who  are  themselves  a  monopoly, 
is  not  well  founded.  The  protest  is  not  merelv 
from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  wharf- 
ingers and  middle- men  of  San  Francisco,  as 
alleged  in  that  paper,  but  it  is  the  protest,  so 
to  speak,  of  the  whole  people  of  that  very 
flourishing  and  promising  commercial  city. 
The  representations  made  that  it  comes  from 
persons  who  are  interested  in  a  particular  line 
of  business  there,  are  without  foundation.  The 
people  of  that  city  see  the  danger  that  is  threat- 
ening them  now  in  having  their  commerce  and 
business  removed  to  a  place  entirely  separate 
and  distinct  from  their  accustomed  place  of 
business.  They  are  not  disposed  to  submit 
too  tamely  to  such  a  project,  and  hence  this 
great  protest.  I  suppose  the  memorial  ought 
to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present.  I  do  not 
presume  it  is  proper  to  fiirther  discuss  the 
measure  now  or  before  it  comes  before  this 
body.  If  it  ever  cornea  before  this  body  for 
action,  it  will  tiien  be  time  to  discuss  it  fully 
and  freely,  and  I  shall  then  take  occasion  to 
give  my  views  upon  the  subject  in  all  its 
aspects.  Meantime  I  heartily  indorse  the 
protest. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  With  the  permission  of 
the  Senate  and  of  my  colleague,  [Mr.  Colb,] 
1  desire  to  confirm  in  the  strongest  manner  all 


he  has^  just  said.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
Senate  to  the  fact  that  here  is  a  petition  which 
in  its  magnitude  and  in  its  unanimity  is  prob- 
ably without  precedent  in  the  history  jof  peti- 
tions in  this  country.  The  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco has  a  population  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  thousand  to  one  hundred  and  seventy 
thousand  souls.  She  sends  here  a  petition 
which  we  understand  is  signed  by  more  than 
twenty-four  thousand  persons,  almost  the  full 
number  of  the  entire  voting  population  of  the 
city.  Of  course  this  great  petition  represents 
all  classes  and  callings  in  San  Francisco.  It 
is  the  voice  of  no  one  or  two  narrow  or  selfish 
interests.  Most  emphatically  it  is  the  voice 
of  the  people  of  San  Francisco.  It  is  on  no 
narrow  or  selfish  grounds  that  it  appeals  to 
Congress,  but  on  grounds  which  are  of  national 
bearing  and  consequence.  For  the  safety  of 
your  one  great  sea-port  on  the  Pacific  it  appeals 
to  Congress  against  giving  up  the  single  spot 
of  earth  which  in  the  last  extremity  is  the  only 
guardian  of  the  harbor  and  city  of  San  Fran- 
cisco against  an  invading  foe.  For  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  harbor  and  the  bay  of  San 
Francisco  and  of  their  waters  in  free  and  un 
impaired  navigation  to  the  State,  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  to  the  world,  it  appeals  to  Con- 
gress against  a  measure  which  every  engineer 
of  the  Army  who  has  given  to  the  subject  any 
real  examination  has  deliberately  declared 
will  endanger  the  navigation  of  the  harbor  and 
bay,  not  merely  on  the  bar,  not  merely  at  the 
entrance,  but  in  their  most  important  parts 
and  places  inside. 

The  rules  of  the  Senate  in  regard  to  present- 
ing petitions— rules  which  I  have  no  wish  ever 
to  overstep— forbid  me  to  say  more  at  this 
time. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  state  that  this  does  not 
properly  belong  to  any  one  committee.  The 
memorial  relates  not  only  to  railroads,  but  to 
commerce.  I  move,  therefore,  that  it  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,soldters  of  the  late  Army,  pray- 
ing an  equalization  of  bounties  at  the  rate  of 
$8  33^  per  month ;  and  also  an  amendment  to 
the  homestead  law  so  as  to  allow  soldiers  to 
enter  land  without  the  requirements  of  settle- 
ment and  cultivation ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Alban  S.  Payne,  of  Fauquier  county,  Virginia^ 
praying  the  removal  of  his  political  disabil- 
ities ;  which  was  refered  to  the  select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabil 
ities. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  present  a  petition  signed 
by  a  number  of  citizens  of  Monmouth  county, 
New  Jersey,  asking  for  an  appropriation  of 
$25,000  to  remove  the  obstructions  of  the  bar 
at  Key  Port.  I  am  informed  that  this  improve- 
ment is  much  needed.  Our  citizens  are  very 
anxious  that  the  bill  now  in  the  hands  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  be  speed ilv  acted  on 
by  Congress.  The  petition  is  signed  also  bv  a 
large  number  of  the  members  of  oar  Legisla- 
ture. I  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STOCKTON  also  presenteoi  a  petition 
of  citizens  of  the  Stale  of  New  York,  late 
soldiers  of  the  United  States  Army,  praying 
equalization  of  bounties  and  bounty  land; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  the  petitions  of  Wil- 
son Watts,  of  union,  Monroe  county,  West 
Virginia;  of  J.  H.  McCue,  of  Nelson  county, 
Virginia;  and  of  E.  W.  Hubbard,  of  Bucking- 
ham county,  Virginia,  praying  the  removal  of 
their  political  disabilities ;  which  were  referred 
to  the  select  Committee  on  the  Removal  of 
Political  Disabilities. 

He  also  preeented    the  petition  of   Mary 


North,  widow  of  William  North,  of  Vir^oU, 
praying  the  enactment  of  a  law  graotiDg  li«r* 
bounty  land  in  consideration  of  serrices  rc*?- 
dered  by  her  husband  in  the  war  of  1812; 
which  was  referred, to  the  Committee  on  Publie 
Lands. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Vii^inia,  present^:!  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  West  Virginii. 
in  favor  of  an  appropriation  for  the  impror*- 
ment  of  the  Ohio  river ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ElLL  presented  the  memorial  of  George 
W.  Lyons,  of  Savannah,  Georg;ia,  praying 
payment  for  cotton  alleged  to  have  been  wroog- 
fully  seized ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Cos- 
mittee  on  Claims. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  Williasi 
James  Waj,  of  Savannah,  Qeorgia,  prayin* 
compensation  for  loss  sustained  by  him  in  ti? 
destruction  of  certain  property  by  the  arsy 
commanded  by  General  Sherman  in  his  march 
through  Georgia ;  which  was  referred  to  th* 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  the  remonstraace 
of  twenty- four  firms  in  the  city  of  Troy,  K^w 
York,  using  two  thousand  sewing- macbmr"^ 
against  the  extension  of  the  Wilson  sewing- 
machine  patent;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  present  a  peti- 
tion signed  by  one  hundred  business  firms  and 
individuals  in  Paterson,  New  Jersey,  remoa- 
Birating  against  the  renewal  of  Wilson^s  sew- 
ing-machine patent.  I  wish  to  state  that  the 
ground  of  this  petition  is  that  the  patent  baa 
been  running  long  and  has  been  a  monopoly 
for  twenty-one  years ;  that  in  1866  Wilson  sord 
out  his  interest  for  $50,000 ;  that  since  that 
time  machines  have  been  manufactarni  f««r 
fifteen  dollars  and  sold  for  sixty  dollars,  arid 
that  all  the  poor  people  as  well  as  the  rich  :n 
the  country  are  interested  in  it,  and  that  it  is 
unjust  and  a  hardship  that  the  monopoly  should 
be  longer  continued.  I  move  the  reference  of 
this  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  send  to  the  Chair  a  res- 
olution of  the  Legislature  of  MassachnsetLs, 
which  I  ask  to  have  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

Commonwealth  op  MASSACHrsErrs. 
In  tbb  YsAJt  1S72. 

Resolution  relating  to  American  seamen. 

Whereas  the  provftions  of  the  present  rauitiB') 
law  iHktoh  Make  the  peiyinent  of  wages  depeadecc 
apoa  the  earnioc  of  freight  are  aaom&loiu,  aaja^ 
and  umreasonahle : 

ftemtvedt  That  our  Senators  and  Repre9entattTcs 
in  OoDgreflB  be  requested  to  use  their  iollvetiee  t%f 
prooare  the  passage  of  a  law  which  shall  give  the 
mariner  his  wagea  when  faithfully  earned,  and  the 
right  to  their  speedy  recovery,  by  enaeting  that  is 
suits  for  the  eame  no  appeal  shall  be  taken  froa  the 
distriet  court,  unleM  the  amount  recovered  shall 
exceed  the  aum  of  $300. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Allow  me  to  remark  that 
as  long  ago  as  1856  I  introduced  into  the  Sen- 
ate a  bill  in  conformity  with  this  resolution, 
carrying  out  its  idea,  and  I  now  respect  fa  ilj 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce to  that  object.  It  seema  to  me  that  it 
desenres  to  be  adopted  in  the  leg^alatioD  of  oar 
conn  try. 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Commit 
tee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  (^-inted. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM  presented  a  memorial 
of  C.  H.  Wiley  and  other  citizens  of  Tennes- 
see, asking  Congress  to  provide  ways  an'i 
means  for  me  benevolent  to  nse  their  chariii^ 
to  aid  those  who  are  saffering  from  famine  in 
Persia ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations. 

Mr.  WIN  DOM  presented  the  petition  of  L. 
Z.  Rogers  and  others,  citizens  of  MinncsjU. 
praying  the  passage  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  Nik 
1788)  giving  increased  pensions ;  which  wa? 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

He  also  presented  three  petitions  of  eitizeas 
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of  Minnesota,  soldiers  in  the  late  war,  aakin^; 
Congress  to  give  to  all  soldiers  who  were 
liotiorably  discharged  $8  33j^  per  month  for 
the  entire  time  served,  deducting  therefrom  all 
Oovernment  bounties  heretofore  received  hj 
them :  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  petition  of 
John  Bailey,  of  Arkansas,' j)raying  the  re* 
inoval  of  his  political  disabilides ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  select  Committee  ou  the 
Ketnoval  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Illinois,  remonstrating  against  the 
extension  of  (he  A.  B.  Wilson  sewing-machine 
2>atent :  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 
Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  present  the  petition 
of  J.  M.  Sturtevant  and  a  number  of  others, 
well-known  citizens  of  Jacksonville,  State  of 
Illinois,  stating  that  a  desolating  famine  exists 
in  many  districts  of  the  Persian  nation,  and 
praying  Congress  to  adopt  saeh  measures  as 
they  may  think  best  to  briog  the  subject  before 
the  public  mind,  and  to  provide  ways  and 
means  for  collecting  and  disbursing  the  chari- 
ties of  the  benevolent  who  may  wish  to  remem- 
ber them  in  their  adversity,     I  move  the  ref- 
erence of  this  petition  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations.  * 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Illinois,  praying  that  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  be  required  to 
operate  its  road  in  a  continuous  line  to  Coun- 
cil Bluff;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Pacific  Railroad* 

REPORTS  OF  COMMITTEES, 

Mr.  POMEROY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  125)  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  from  a  point  on  the  Union  Pacific 
railroad,  at  or  near  Church  Butte  station,  in 
the  Territory  of  Wyoming,  to  the  hei^waters 
of  Smith's  Fork,  in  the  Uinta  mountains, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

INTERMENT  OF  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  to  report  a  bill  of 
one  section ;  and  I  ask  it  to  be  put  on  its  pas- 
sage at  once. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  968) 
to  authorize  the  interment  of  honorably  dis- 
charged soldiers,  sailors,  and  marines  in  the 
national  cemeteries  of  the  nation  was  read 
three  times,  and  passed. 

NKW  LAND  DISTRICT  IN  ORBOON. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1638)  to  create  the  Linkton  land  district 
in  the  State  of  Oregon,  have  directed  me  to 
report  it  back  without  amendment,  and  to 
recommend  its  passage.  I  believe  the  Sen- 
ator from  Oregon  desires  action  upon^  it  at 
this  time.  It  merely  creates  a  land  district 
in  Oregon. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be  put 
upon  its  passage. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill.  It  proposes  to  constitute  all  that  por- 
tion of  the  State  of  Oregon  lying  south  of  the 
fourth  standard  parallel  south  of  the  base  line 
between  townships  eighteen  and  nineteen  souths 
and  east  of  the  meridian  line  between  ranges 
five  and  six  in  that  State,  an  additional  land 
district,  to  be  called  the  Linkton  district ;  and 
the  office  of  the  district  is  to  be  located  at 
Liukville,  subject  to  be  changed  by  the  Presi* 
dent  of  the  United  States  as  the  public  inter- 
ests may  require.  The  President  is  authorized 
to  appoint,  in  accordance  with  existing  jaws 
authorizing  appointments  to  office,  a  register 
and  a  receiver  for  the  district  thus  created,  who 
are  each  to  be  required  to  reaide  at  the  site  of 
the  office  for  the  district,  have  the  same  pow* 
ers,  responsibilities,  and  emoluments,  and  be 
subject  to  tb9  same  acts  and  pdoaltiesi  which 


are  or  may  be  prescribed  by  law  in  relation  to 
other  land  officers  of  the  United  States  for  the 
State  of  Oregon.  The  bill  also  confirms  all 
sales  and  locations  made  at  the  offices  of  the 
district  in  which  the  lands  embraced  in  this 
district  have  hitherto  been  included,  situate 
within  the  limits  of  this  district,  which  shall  be 
valid  and  right  in  other  respects  up  to  the  day 
on  which  the  new  office  shall  go  into  operation. 
The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  a  third  reading, 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CATIIRON  AND  MAQUIRE. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2253)  for  the  relief  of  Cath- 
ron  &  Maguire,  bankers  and  brokers  of  the 
city  of  Rome,  Georgia,  to  report  it  back  with- 
out amendment;  and  I  asa  for  its  present 
consideration. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  directs  the  Commissioner 
of  Internal  Revenue  to  accept  the  compro- 
mise offered  by  Messrs.  Cathron  &  Ma^ire, 
bankers  and  brokers  of  the  city  of  Rome,  m  the 
State  of  Georgia,  in  full  for  all  taxes  levied 
against  them  on  the  amount  of  notes  of  the 
city,  paid  out  by  them  after  the  1st  of  May, 
1867,  and  prior  to  the  1st  of  August,  1871. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment|  ordered  to  a  third  reading,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 

REPORT  OV  CLAIMS  COMUISSION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  [Mr«  Howe]  gave  notice  of  a  desire 
this  morning  to  correct  a  mistake  about  a 
House  joint  resolution  relative  to  the  claims 
commission.  The  Senator  from  Alabama  de- 
sired to  correct  it  this  morning,  but  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  was  not  present. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  hope  that 
matter  will  be  allowed  to  lie  over  until  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  am  requested  by  several 
Senators  not  to  move  in  that  matter  this  morn- 
ing. The  House  bill  is  still  before  the  Senate, 
I  understand,  and  the  Journal  has  been  cor- 
rected. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  ask  leave  to  call  up  Senate 
bill  No,  845,  to  authorize  the  construction  of  a 
wagon  and  railroad-bridge  across  the  Missis- 
sippi river  at  Quincy,  Illinois,  and  to  establish 
the  same  as  a  post  road.  I  think  there  is 
nothing  in  it  to  cause  any  discussion,  and  I 
should  be  glad  to  have  it  taken  up  and  acted 
upon  now. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  wish  to  present  two 
or  three  bills  for  reference  simply,  which  will 
take  but  a  moment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  bill  referred  to  by  the  Senator 
from  Illinois  will  be  called  up,  subject  to  a 
demand  for  the  regular  order.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection,  and  the  bill  is  now  before 
the  Senate.     The  Chair  will  now  receive  bills. 

BILLS  iNTRODtlCBD. 

Mr.  FENTON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained ,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  969)  for  the  relief  of  certain  recruits  of 
the  thirteenth  New  York  State  volunteers; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  970)  relating  to  the  pro- 
ceeds  of  captured  and  abandoned  property  { 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CONKLING  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  971)  authorizing  the  sale  of  the  site 
of  lh«  present  post  office  in  the  oity  of  New 


York  to  the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce ; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  972)  to  increase  the  capital  stock 
and  to  extend  the  works  of  the  Washington 
Gas-Light  Company;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

He  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 
973)  to  fund  certain  liabilities  of  the  citv  of 
\yashington,  existing  June  1,  1871,  and  to 
limit  the  debt  of  and  taxation  in  the  District 
of  Columbia;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  974)  to  further  de6ne  the  duties 
of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  District  of 
Columbia;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Colun^bia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  NYE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  975) 
to  incorporate  the  Western  Land  Improvement 
Company ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARLAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (8. 
No.  976)  to  confirm  to  the  Great  and  Little 
Osage  Indians  a  reservation  in  the  Indian  ter- 
ritory ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
and  that  it  be  printed  with  the  accompany- 
ing papers.  They  are  all  from  the  Interior 
Department,  as  well  as  the  bill  itself. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

POSTAL  CODE. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  should  like  to  inquire  oi 
the  Chair  what  are  the  assignments  of  busineps 
made  during  this  week,  u  there  is  any  vacant 
day  I  should  like  to  get  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  By  an  under- 
standing, not  an  absolute  formal  order,  afier 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Thurmav]  con- 
cludes his  remarks  to  day  upon  the  North 
Carolina  election  case,  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia gave  notice  that  he  would  call  up  and 
endeavor  to  have  passed  the  deficiency  bill. 
To  morrow  after  one  o'clock  has  been  set  apart 
for  bills  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia;  Wednesday  afVer  on«  o'clock 
for  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  This 
assignment  was  changed  on  Friday  last  from 
Monday  until  Wednesday  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. Thursday  has  been  set  apart  for  the 
Australian  steamship  bill,  and  Friday  for  hi  lis 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Kailroiid. 
They  are  all  subject  to  unfinished  business, 
however. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Then,  I  should  like  to  have 
Saturday,  if  the  Senate  should  agree  to  sit 
on  that  day — I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  insist 
upon  it — for  the  consideration  of  the  postal 
code  bill,  and  if  not,  then  the  Monday  follow- 
ing. That  is  a  bill  that  should  long  since  have 
been  disposed  of. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Minnesota  desires  that  Saturday,  by 
unanimous  consent,  be  set  apart  for  the  postal 
code  bill,  subject  to  unfinished  business.  Of 
course,  if  the  Senate  does  not  sit  on  that  day 
the  order  will  fall. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  will  take  the  whole 
day  to  read  the  postal  code  bill,  and  I  think 
we  may  as  well  have  Saturday  for  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  that  order  will  be  jmade.  The  order 
is  made. 

PgRaONAL  EXPLANATION. 

Mr.  NYE,  With  the  indulgence  of  the  Sen- 
ate, if  it  is  proper  noW|  I  should  like  to  say  a 
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word  or  two  in  ezplanatioa  of  some  remarks 
that  I  made  on  Thursday  last. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  [Mr.  Looak]  has,  by  consent  of 
the  Senate,  the  remainder  of  the  morning  hour 
for  the  consideration  of  a  bridge  bill,  but  the 
Senator  from  Nevada  desires  to  make  a  per- 
sonal explanation,  which  the  Chair  supposes 
will  be  brief.     The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  NYE.  In  discussing  the  consular  and 
diplomatic  appropriation  bul  on  Thursday  last 
I  called  particular  attention  to  the  case  of  our 
legation  at  Constantinople.  I  have  been  in- 
formed that  some  remarss  I  then  made  might 
be  construed  as  reflecting  upon  the  minister 
who  was  there  at  the  time  to  which  I  referred. 
Nothing  could  have  been  farther  from  my  in- 
tention. I  shall  always  feel  exceedingly  grate- 
ful and  thankful  to  him  for  the  kindness  which 
he  rendered  to  me  personally  and  to  all  per- 
sons visitinjB^  there  from  our  country.  I  simply 
wished  to  impress  upon  the  Senate  the  fact 
that  our  ministers  do  not  receive  enough  to 
enable  them  to  appear  as  they  ought  to  appear 
abroad,  without  makine  great  inroads  into 
their  private  fortunes.  If  anvthins  that  I  said 
has  been  construed  into  anything  Tike  an  un- 
friendly intimation,  or  that  the  then  minister 
did  not  perform  fally,  faithfully,  and  liberally 
all  of  his  duties,  I  desire  to  say  that  I  wish  no 
such  construction  pat  upon  my  language.  On 
the  contrary  he  did  all  that  could  be  done,  and 
represented  the  country  ably,  faithfully,  and 
efficiently  in  every  way. 

POtTAWATOMIK  INDIANS. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  ask  that  Senate 
bill  No.  944  may  receive  the  consideration 
of  the  Senate  a  week  from  to-morrow.  It  is 
a  bill  of  a  good  deal  of  importance.  It  is 
with  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  Pottawatomie 
Indians. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Connecticut  asks  unanimous  consent 
that  the  bill  (S.  No.  944)  to  provide  for  the 
claims  of  the  Pottawatomie  Indians  residine 
in  Michigan  and  Indiana  be  made  the  special 
order  for  a  week  from  to-morrow  at  one 
o'clock.  The  Senator  from  California,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
shakes  his  head,  which  is  in  the  nature  of  an 
objection.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  like  to  have  any  other 
bill  than  an  appropriation  bill  assigned  for 
next  week.  I  will  facilitate  this  being  con- 
sidered at  any  time  when  it  will  not  interfere 
with  other  business. 

.  Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  am  only  anxious 
to  get  it  up  as  early  as  possible.  I  will  not 
interfere  with  anything. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  it  should  be 
assigned  for  that  day,  it  will  be  subject  to 
unflnished  business,  or  it  can  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  COLE.    I  do  not  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  bill  will 
be  assigned  for  the  day  named  if  there  be  no 
objection.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection,  and 
it  IS  so  ordered. 

BRIDGES  AT  QUINGT  AND  WARSAW. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  called 
up  by  the  Senator  from  Illinois  (S.  No.  845) 
to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  wagon  and 
railroad  bridge  across  the  Mississippi  at  Quincy, 
Illinois,  and  establish  the  same  as  a  post  road, 
is  now  before  the  Senate  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole. 

The  amendment  reported  by  the  Committee 

on  Commerce  was  to  strike  out  all  after  the 

enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  to  insert  as  a 

substitute  the  following : 

That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Wntem  Illinoifl 
Bridge  Company,  a  corporation  existing  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  build  a  bridge  across 
theMississippi  river  at  theoityofQuinoy,  Illinois,  for 
the  purpose  of  orossing  persons  and  property,  such 
as  are  usually  crossed  on  wagon  bridges;  and  also 
to  lay  on  and  over  said  bridge  railway  tracks  for  the 
more  perfect  connection  of  aoy  railroads  that  are  or 
shall  be  constructed  to  the  said  river  at  or  opposite 
said  point,  and  that,  when  oonstraoted,  all  persons 


and  property  as  aforesaid,  and  also  all  trains  of  all 
roads  terminating  at  said  river,  at  or  opposite  said 
point,  shall  be  allowed  to  cross  said  bridge  for  rea- 
sonable compensation,  to  be  made  to  the  owners  of 
said  bridge,  under  the  limitations  and  conditions 
hereinafter  provided ;  and  in  case  of  any  litigation 
or  alleged  obstruction  to  the  free  navigation  of  said 
river,  the  cause  may  be  tried  before  the  district  court 
of  the  United  States  of  any  State  in  which  any  por- 
tion of  said  obstruction  or  bridge  touches ;  and  that 
all  railway  companies  desiring  to  use  the  said  bridge 
shall  have  and  be  entitled  to  equal  rights  and  priv- 
ileges in  the  passage  of  the  same,  and  in  the  use  of 
the  machinery  and  fixtures  thereof,  and  of  all  the 
approaches  thereto,  under  and  noon  such  terms  and 
conditions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of 
War,  upon  hearing  the  allegations  and  proofs  of  the 
parties,  in  case  they  shall  not  agree. 

Skc.  2.  That  said  bridge  may  at  the  option  of  the 
company  buildiug  the  same,  be  built  either  as  a 
pivot  draw-bridge,  or  with  unbroken  or  continuous 
spans :  Provided,  That  if  the  said  bridi[e  shall  be 
made  with  unbroken  orcontinuonsspans  it  shall  not 
be  of  less  elevation  in  any  case  than  fifty  feet  above 
high- water  mark,  as  understood  at  the  point  of  loca- 
tion, to  the  bottom  fjhord  of  the  bridge ;  nor  shall 
the  spans  of  said  bridge  be  less  than  two  hundred 
and  fifty  feet  in  length,  and  the  piers  of  said  bridge 
shall  be  parallel  with  the  current  of  the  river,  and 
the  main  span  shall  be  over  the  main  channel  of 
the  river,  and  not  less  than  three  hundred  feet  in 
length:  And  provided  aUo,  That  if  said  bridge  shall 
be  constructed  as  a  pivot  draw-bridge,  the  same 
shall  be  constructed  with  a  draw  over  the  main 
channel  of  the  river  at  an  accessible  and  navigable 
pointj  and  with  spans  of  not  less  than  one  hundred 
and  sixty  feet  in  length  in  the  clear,  on  each  side  of 
the  eentrid  or  pivot  pier  of  the  draw ;  and  the  next 
adjoining  spans  to  the  draw  shall  not  be  less  than 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  if  the  proper  location 
of  the  draw  over  the  channel  will  admit  spans  of 
this  width  between  it  and  the  shore,  and  said  spans 
shall  not  be  less  than  thirty  feet  above  low-water 
mark,  and  not  less  than  ten  feet  above  extreme 
high-water  mark,  measuring  to  the  bottom  chord 
of  the  bridge,  and  the  piers  of  said  bridge  shall  be 
parallel  with  the  current  of  the  river :  And  pro- 
vided aUot  That  said  draw  shall  be  opened  promptly, 
upon  reasonable  signal,  for  the  passage  of  the  boats 
whose  construction  shall  not  be  such  as  to  admit  of 
their  passage  under  the  permanent  spans  of  said 
bridge,  except  when  trains  are  passing  over  the 
same ;  but  in  no  case  shall  unncessary  delay  occur 
in  opening  the  said  draw  during  or  after  the  passage 
of  trains. 

Sbo.3.  That  any  bridge  constructed  under  this  act 
and  aocordins:  to  Its  limitations  shall  be  a  lawful 
structure,  ana  shall  be  recognised  and  known  as  a 
post  route,  upon  which,  also,  no  higher  charge  shall 
be  made  for  the  transmission  over  the  same  of  the 
mails,  the  troops,  and  munitions  of  war  of  the  United 
States^  than  the  rate  per  mile  paid  for  their  trans- 
portation over  the  railroads  or  public  highways 
leading  to  said  bridge,  and  the  United  States  shall 
have  the  right  of  way  for  postal  telegraph  purposes 
across  said  bridge. 

Skc.  4.  The  said  company  may  execute  a  mort- 
gage upon  said  bridge,  and  issue  bonds,  payable, 
principal  and  interest  in  gold  or  United  states  cur- 
rency. 

Sbo.5.  That  the  right  to  alter  or  amend  this  act 
so  as  to  prevent  or  remove  all  material  obstructions 
to  the  navigation  of  said  river  by  the  construction 
of  said  bridge  is  hereby  expressly  reserved;  and  the 
said  bridge  shall  be  built  under  and  subject  to  such 
regulations  for  the  security  of  the  navigation  of  said 
river  as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  prescribe ;  and 
the  said  bridge  shall  be  at  all  times  so  kept  and 
managed  as  to  offer  reasonable  and  proper  means 
for  the  passage  of  vessels. 

Sko.  0.  That  the  plan  and  speoifleations,  with  the 
necessary  drawings  of  said  bridse,  shall  be  submitted 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  approval,  and  until 
he  approve  the  plan  and  location  of  said  bridge  it 
shall  not  be  built  or  commenced;  and  should  any 
change  be  made  in  the  plan  of  said  bridge  during 
the  progress  of  the  work  thereon,  such  change  shall 
be  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  War; 
and  all  changes  in  the  construction  or  any  alteration 
of  said  bridge  that  may  be  directed  at  any  time  by 
Oongress,  shall  be  made  at  the  cost  and  expense  of 
the  owners  thereof. 

Sko.  7.  That  the  Warsaw  and  Alexandria  Bridge 
Company,  their  successors  and  assigns,  a  corpora- 
tion existing  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  Missouri,  be,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to 
construct  and  maintain  a  bridge  over  the  Mississippi 
river  at  and  between  the  city  of  Warsaw,  in  Han- 
cock county,  and  State  of  Illinois,  and  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  in  Clark  county,  and  State  of  Missouri ; 
and  the  bridge  authorised  to  be  built  by  this  section 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  post  route,  and  shall  have 
all  the  privileges  and  be  subject  to  all  the  terms, 
restrictions,  and  re<^uirements  contained  in  the  fore- 
going sections  of  this  act. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  bill  was  made  to 
conform  to  the  recommendations  of  the  War 
Department  like  other  bridge  bills,  and  I 
believe  there  will  be  no  objection  to  its  pas- 
sage. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  LOGAN,  the  title  was 

amended  so  as  to  read:  **  A  bill  to  auihomr 
the  construction  of  certain  bridges  across  tie 
Mississippi  river,  and  to  establish  the  same  aa 
post  roads. 

PRBSIDBNTIAL  APPROVAL. 

A  message  from  the  President  of  the  Unitc^f 
States,  by  Mr.  Horagb  Pobtkb,  his  Seerecarj. 
announced  that  the  President  bad  on  the  V^jn 
instant  approved  and  signed  the  bill  (3.  No. 
494)  placing  the  name  of  Theodore  S.  Com- 
paret  on  the  pension-roll. 

SALR  OF  COAL  LANDS. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  move  to  take  np  Sesate 
bill  No.  622. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumed  the 
consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  522)  to  pu> 
vide  for  the  sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United 
States  containing  coal,  the  pending  qae^tros 
being  on  the  amendment  of  Jdr.  Cokbett. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  This  is  a  very  impon- 
ant  bill  affecting  the  interests  of  the  Kortb- 
west.     I  think  it  ought  to  be  read  again. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  pendiuf 
amendment  will  first  be  read.  On  the  third 
reading  the  Senator  can  demand  the  readinf 
of  the  bill  in  fulf. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  amendment  is  in 
line  thirteen,  to  strike  out  '*  ten  "  and  insert 
^*five;"  and  in  line  fifteen,  to  strike  oat 
^Hwenty''  and  insert  '*ten;"  so  as  to  read: 

Upon  payment  to  the  receiver  of  not  loss  tkaa 
five  dollars  per  acre  for  such  lands  when  thv  saaw 
shall  he  situated  more  than  fiiVeen  miles  from  a&j 
completed  railroad,  and  not  less  than  toi  doltm 
per  acre  for  suoh  lands  as  shall  be  within  fifteea 
miles  of  suoh  road. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  My  object  in  offenog 
the  amendment  is  to  get  a  greater  revenue 
from  these  lands  for  the  Oovemment  than  is 
now  got.  We  are  receivin£  nothing  realij 
from  coal  lands.  If  the  price  is  fixed  too  higb. 
they  will  be  entered  as  agricaltaral  lands  is 
almost  every  case.  If  you  fix  a  reasonabc^ 
price,  if  parties  know  they  are  coal  lands,  taej 
will  not  try  to  deceive  the  Government,  bat 
they  will  enter  them  at  the  established  price 
I  seek  to  avoid  difficulties  hereafter  that  oiar 
possibly  arise.  My  only  object  is  to  get  (be 
greatest  revenue  for  the  Government.  1  be 
lieve  we  shall  get  a  greater  revenue  under  !hid 
amendment  than  by  fixing  the  price  too  high. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  1  have  the  same  object 
in  view  that  the  Senator  from  Oregon  has,  and 
I  think  the  proposition  1  mean  to  offer  wul 
bring  about  better  results  to  the  GovemmeoL 
I  move  to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting, 
instead  of  •*  five  dollars,''  ^'twenty  dollars/'  lo 
the  thirteenth  line,  and  in  the  fifteenth  line,  in- 
stead of ''ten  dollars,''  to  insert'*  $100."  E«eo 
twenty  dollars  an  acre  for  coal  lands  situated 
more  than  fifteen  miles  from  a  railroatd,  and  $  U^t 
for  lands  situated  within  fifleen  miles  of  a  rail- 
road, is  a  mere  bagatelle.  Some  of  these  coal 
lands  are  worth  thousands  of  dollars  an  men:. 
If  the  Government  are  going  lo  give  xhvm 
away  let  them  do  so,  and  not  sell  them  as  roai 
lands,  but  sell  them  as  agricultural  lands  at 
$1  25  an  acre.  I  merely  wish  to  teat  the  sen^ 
of  the  Senate  in  reference  to  selling  these 
lands.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
amendment  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  called,  but  I  will  make 
one  remark.  I  think  the  prices  in  the  bUl  are 
already  very  high,  but  they  are  prices  recom- 
mended by  the  Department.  I  have  had  noth- 
ing to  do  with  the  preparation  of  the  bill.  1 
take  it  as  I  find  it.  It  is  reported  by  the  Con- 
mittee  on  Public  Lands,  and  I  am  opposed  to 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Since  the  bill  was  reported 
I  have  received  some  letters  in  regard  to  th«$e 
lands,  and  the  Commissioner  of  the  GenefaJ 
Land  Office  has  informed  me  that  he  is  satisfied 
the  price  which  had  been  fixed,  although  he 
recommended  it,  was  too  high  for  the  Govtin 
ment  to  get  the  greatest  revenue ;  that  he  was 
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Batisfied  if  the  price  was  fixed  lower  the  coun' 
try  could  get.  a  greater  revenue  than  by  leaving 
i  t  at  ten  dollars  and  twenty  dollars. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  Senator  from 
^(wada  says  the  bill^waa  prepared  by  the  Land 
Office  and  recommended  by  the  Commisaioner. 
1  ask  the  Senator  if  that  recommendation  is 
in  writing? 

Mr.  STEWART.  Tea,  air,  it  has  been  read 
liere. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Then  I  move  that  the 
Tecommendation  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  would  re- 
c}\iire  unanimoaa  consent.  There  ia  an  amend- 
ment to  an  amendment  pending. 

Mr.   ROBERTSON.     I  shall   move  at  the 
proper  time  that  all  these   recommendations 
irom  Departments  be  printed.     I  learn  indi- 
rectly that  a  great  many    recommendations 
come  fronnthe  different  Departments  which  are 
not  properly  supervised  by  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments.    In  fact,\hey  cannot  be.     Very  often 
ivords  are  put  in  that  escape  the  attention  of 
the    heads  of   Departments ;   and    they    are 
l)rought  here  and  pressed  on  the  Senate  as 
coining  from  the  heads  of  Departments.     If 
this  Government  is  to  be  run  by  heads  of 
Departments,  we  have  no  longer  any  business 
here  in  our  seats.     I  wish  the  country  to  under- 
stand that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.   The  Senator  from 
Sooth  Carolina  has  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 
Mr.  POMEROY.     I  understand  this  amend- 
ment is  to  put  the  prices  at  $100  an  acre. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  One  hundred  dollars 
or  twenty  dollars,  according  to  location. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  are  some  coal 
depcfkits  in  the  mountains^  very  large,  that  we 
might  well  ask  $100  an  acre  for ',  but  take  a 
prairie  country  where  the  deposits  of  coal  are 
very  thin,  and  where  it  will  not  pay  to  get  it 
out;  we  have  been  in  the  habit  of  entering 
them  as  agricultural  lands.  Now  to  charge 
$100  an  acre  would  be  prohibitory;  nobody 
would  buy  them. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  If  they  are  agricultural 
lands  they  are  not  known  as  coal  lands. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  They  will  be  known  as 
coal  lands  after  they  are  so  certified  by  the 
surveyor  general.  The  surveyor  general  does 
not  know  the  value  or  thickness  of  the  de- 
posits ;  he  reports  them  as  coal  lands  because 
it  is  found  that  there  are  some  thin  or  thick 
veins  of  coal,  as  the  case  may  be.  In  the 
mountains  where  the  country  has  been  thrown 
up  endwise  the  deposits  are  very  thick;  we 
find  some  veins  eight  to  ten  feet  in  thickness ; 
but  in  my  own  State  there  has  never  been 
one  found  over  twenty  inches  yet  that  I  have 
known  of.  These  prairie  lauds  generally,  where 
there  are  thin  deposits  of  coal,  have  been  en- 
tered as  agricultural  lands  at  $1  25  an  acre 
until  a  few  years  past ;  but  the  Department 
thought  they  should  be  put  at  a  higher  price, 
and  recommended  twenty  dollars  where  they 
are  near  a  railroad  and  ten  dollars  where  they 
are  remote.  I  thought  that  was  as  high  as  we 
could  think  of  selling  them. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     By  the  act  of  July  1, 
1864,  these  lands  can  be  put  upon  the  market 
and  disposed  of.     I  ask  the  Secretary  to  read 
that  act.     It  is  very  short. 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

An  act  for  the  disposal  of  coal  lands  and  of  town 
property  in  the  public  domain. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Hotue^  (^f  Reprt' 
ientativea  of  the  United  StcUet  of  America  in  Gonarete 
wthembled,  That  where  any  tracts  embracing  coal 
bed:)  or  coal  fields,  constituting  portions  of  the  pub- 
lic domain,  and  which,  as  **  mines.''  are  excluded 
from  the  preemption  act  of  1841,  and  which  under 
post  legiaiation  are  not  liable  to  ordinary  private 
entry,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the  President 
to  cause  such  tracts,  in  suitable  legal^  subdivisions. 
to  be  offered  at  public  sale  to  the  highest  bidder, 
after  public  notice  of  not  lesd  than  three  months,  at 
a  minimum  price  of  twenty  dollars  per  acre;  and 
aoy  lands  not  thus  disposed  of  shall  thereafter  be 
liabio  to  private  entry  at  said  minimum. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.    There  is  aa  act  by 


which  these  lands  can  be  disposed  of.  Hence, 
I  see  no  necessity  for  the  passage  of  this  bill 
which  will  dispose  of  the  coal  lands  of  the 
country  at  a  mere  nominal  price.  I  merely  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  it.  If  they  are 
disposed  to  give  away  the  public  domain  of 
the  United  States,  let  them  do  so  and  let  their 
names  be  recorded. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  simply  wish  to  say  that 
this  bill  has  been  prepared,  as  I  understand, 
to  obviate  a  difficulty.  Now,  these  lands  are 
being  entered  as  farm  lands,  whereas  if  they 
were  at  a  lower  price  the  people  would  enter 
them  as  coal  lands.  There  is  no  means  of 
knowing  when  they  survey  these  lands  that 
they  are  coal  lands.  There  are  afterward  dis- 
covered in  many  instances  thin  veins  of  coal, 
and  the  farmers  who  own  the  lands  in  many 
instances  are  afraid  they  will  afterward  be 
declared  mineral  lands  and  taken  from  themj 
that  their  patents  will  be  canceled ;  but  I  think 
the  Government  have  no  power  to  do  that. 
Yet,  in  order  to  get  a  greater  revenue,  I  be- 
lieve, and  the  Commissioner  believes,  that  if 
the  price  was  fixed  at  a  lower  rate  they  would 
enter  them  as  coal  lands,  and  buy  them  as  such 
instead  of  as  farming  lands. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
Senator  who  has  this  bill  in  charge  a  question 
or  two  for  information.  How  are  these  lands 
called  coal  lands  designated,  so  that  one 
knows  whether  he  is  to  apply  for  coal  lands 
or  to  apply  for  agricultural  lands  ? 

Mr.  STEWART.  There  is  no  way  of  de- 
termining that  in  all  instances.  The  great 
body  of  the  lands  in  the  public-land  States 
have  been  sold  for  $1  25  an  acre,  although 
they  were  coal  lands. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  sur- 
veyor general  when  he  surveys  to  designate 
the  coal  lands. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  was  going  to  remark 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  surveyor  general,  and 
then  they  are  subject  to  entry.  There  have 
been  great  quantities  through  the  western 
States  sold  at  $1  25  as  agricultural  lands ;  but 
what  makes  it  impracticable  to  execute  that 
law  is  that  the  coal  is  discovered  in  the  deserts 
where  there  is' no  agriculture,  and  it  is  a  man- 
ifest absurdity  for  a  man  to  go  there  and  pre- 
tend that  he  is  working  a  farm,  and  locate  the 
land  for  $1  25  an  acre.  The  land  officer  would 
say  at  once,  *'That  is  a  fraud."  That  is  the 
reason  why  the  Department  asks  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  want  to  vote  right  on 
this  matter ;  but  really  it  does  seem  to  me  it 
is  very  much  in  the  dark.  There  is  no  cer- 
tainty whether  lands  are  coal  lands  or  not 
coal  lands.  The  register's  books  do  not  show 
with  any  satisfaction.  How  can  the  register 
tell,  when  a  man  comes  to  make  an  entry, 
whether  the  lands  are  coal  lands  or  not?  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  true  remedy  would  be  to 
provide  some  sort  of  commission  or  mode  of 
ascertaining  what  are  coal  lands,  and  getting 
some  sort  of  idea  of  their  value.  When  that 
was  reported,  then  we  might  perhaps  pass  a 
general  law.     I  only  throw  this  idea  out. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Nevada  whether  there  is  anything  to  prevent 
mineral  lands  being  entered  under  the  title  of 
ooal lands? 

Mr.  STEWART.  This  only  applies  to  coal 
lands. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  May  not  mineral  lands  be 
entered  under  the  name  of  coal  lands  ? 

Mr.  STEWART.     No,  they  are  exempt. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  Senate  resumes  the 
consideration  of  the  unfinished  business,  being 
the  resolution  in  regard  to  the  North  Carolina 
senatorial  case,  on  which  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Thurman]  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Let  the  vote  be  taken  on 
this  bill. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     It  cannot  be  taken  now. 

Mr.  STEWART.    The  bill  has  been  up  a 
II  good  many  times.    I  do  not  think  there  is 


anything  more  to  be  said  about  it.  I  only  ask 
that  a  vote  be  taken  on  this  amendment,  and 
then  if  there  is  any  further  amendment  or  dis- 
cussion let  it  go  over. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  quite  sure  the  bill 
will  be  further  discussed. 

Mr.  STEWART.    I  move,  then 

Mr.  THURMAN.    You  cannot  move  now. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  have  the  consent  of 
the  Senator  from  California  to  let  this  bill 
come  up  immediately  after  the  Senator  shall 
have  concluded. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  will  depend  on 
whether  we  proceed  with  the  North  Carolina 
case.  There  is  no  understanding  that  the  case 
shall  be  postponed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  only 
stated  the  notices  that  had  been  given  so  that 
the  Senate  should  be  apprised  of  it.  There 
was  no  understanding. 

BXTENSION  OF  KU  KLUX  ACT. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  ask  that  Monday  next,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  morning  hour,  be  fixed 
for  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  656, 
to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section 
of  the  act  approved  April  20,  1871. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  What  is  the 
subject  of  the  bill? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  bill  reported  from  the 
joint  select  Committee  on  Alleged  Outrages 
in  the  Southern  States. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  asks  unanimous  consent 
that  Monday  next,  at  one  o'clock,  be  assigned 
for  the  consideration  of  the  bill  reported  from 
the  joint  select  Committee  on  Alleged  Out- 
rages in  the  Southern  States  in  regard  to  the 
enforcement  law,  tJie  Chair  thinks.  Is  there 
objection?  The  Chair  hears  none, and  that 
order  is  made. 

MB88AQB  FROM  THK  H0U8X. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPhersok,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  agreed  to  the  report  of 
the  comftiittee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1228)  for  the  relief  of  R.  Nelson  Gere. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  agreed  to  some  and  disagreed  to  other 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1060)  making  appropriations  for  the  legis- 
lative, executive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the 
Government  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 
1878,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  agreed  to 
other  amendments  to  the  said  bill  with  amend- 
ments, that  it  asked  a  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon, 
and  had  appointed  Mr.  Jambs  A.  Garfield 
of  Ohio,  Mr.  Fkbbman  Clabkb  of  New  York, 
and  Mr.  William  E.  Niblagk  of  Indiana, 
managers  at  the  same  on  its. part. 

8BNAT0R  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections : 

Bemlvedt  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  not  having  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by  the  North 
Carolina  Lei^islature,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  No- 
vember, 1870,  for  the  office  of  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  said  United  Stated 
Senate  as  such  Senator. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 

Mr.  Carpenter,  which  was  to  substitute  the 

resolution  reported  by  the  minority  of  the 

committee,  as  follows : 

That  Joseph  C.  Abbott  has  been  duly  elected  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1871,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
as  such  Senator. 

Mr.  THURMAN  addressed  the  Senate  in 
support  of  the  resolution  of  the  committee. 
[His  speech  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  deficiency 
appropriation  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pomk- 
R07  in  the  chair.)  The  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia moves  to  postpone  the  consideration  of 
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the  pending  qaestion)  and  proceed  to  the 
consideratfion  of  the  bill  named  by  him. 

The  queation  being  put,  a  division  was 
called  for. 

Mr.  EDMUNDti.  I  hope  Senators  will  not 
ask  a  division  when  the  general  understand* 
ing  was,  on  Friday  last,  that  the  Senator  from 
Korth  Carolina  [Mr.  Pool]  was  obliged  to  go 
away,  and  that  we  should  not  proceed  with 
the  case,  after  we  had  heard  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  until  Mr.  PooL^s  return,  but  that  we 
would  lay  it  over  and  consider  the  question 
and  go  on  with  the  deficiency  bill.  I  hope 
gentlemen  will  not  insist  upon  finishing  this 
Cftse  now 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  As  far  as  I  was  con- 
cerned I  had  no  such  understanding.  I  have 
to  be  away  myself  the  week  after  next,  and  I  will 
consent  to  no  understanding  by  which  there 
shall  be  a  postponement  of  this  case  until  a 
time  when  I  must  be  absent,  I  do  not  think 
there  was  any  understanding  on  this  side  of 
the  House  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  was  distinctly  and 
publicly  stated  and  discussed  here  in  the  pres- 
ence of  those  Senators  who  did  the  Senate  the 
honor  to  be 'here  on  that  occasion,  that  if  we 
did  not  go  on  on  Saturday,  as  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  was  obliged  to  go  away, 
we  would  to-day  hear  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
and  then  go  on  with  the  deficiency  bill  for  the 
disposition   of  which  there  is  an  urgent  and 

gressing  necessity,  which  was  stated  by  the 
enator  from  California.  No  persou  on  that 
occasion  made  any  objection.  I  do  not  say 
that  it  Was  one  of  those  unanimous  under- 
standings  that  bind  the  Senate  in  spite  of 
itself.  I  only  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  treat 
the  question  fairly  and  allow  this  matter  to  be 
Buspended  for  the  present. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  understood  the  Vice 
President  this  morning  to  state  that  no  under- 
standing was  had  in  reference  to  the  subject. 
That  was  my  understanding  this  morning  trom 
the  Chair,  and  I  insist  that  this  question,  which 
has  been  debated  long  enough,  should  be  dis- 
posed of.  There  are  other  questions  besides 
appropriation  bills  that  ought  to  be  heard,  and 
this  question  affecting  the  right  of  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  to  have  a  representative 
in  this  Chamber  is  as  important  a  question,  1 
think,  as  is  likely  to  come  up.  It  we  post- 
pone this  until  next  week,  I  know  that  there 
are  at  least  three  gentlemen  who  will  then 
necessarily  be  absent  from  this  Chamber. 
Now,  it  is  not  fair  that  other  gentlemen  should 
be  put  to  inconvenience  because  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  is  out  of  the  way.  He 
could  have  been  paired  as  well  as  those  who 
have  to  leave  next  week.  I  hope  the  question 
will  be  proceeded  with.  He  was  offered  the 
floor  for  Saturday.  I  would  certainly  not  be 
discourteous  to  that  Senator  or  any  other  Sen- 
ator; but  when  other  Senators  are  to  be  in- 
convenienced for  the  accommodation  of  one 
Senator  who  knew  that  this  was  the  pending 
question  and  chose  to  leave  and  go  home  with- 
out seeking  a  pair  and  after  refusing  the  floor 
for  the  purpose  of  making  bis  speech  on  Sat- 
urday, I  think  it  is  asking  entirely  too  much. 
Others  will  have  to  be  away  next  week.  I 
think  we  should  not  be  asked  to  agree  to  submit 
this  case  to  a  Tote  when  we  shall  be  away  and 
not  be  able  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Delaware  does  not,  I  think,  quite  seem 
to  comprehend  the  situation  of  this  case.  Those 
of  us  who  made  the  suggestion  that  I  have 
named  made  it  in  the  interest  of  reaching  a 
fair  conclusion  on  a  disputed  question  of  law, 
and  to  be  able  after  hearing  and  reading  the 
argument  on  both  sides  to  come  to  a  just  con- 
clusion. He  treats  it  as  if  it  were  predeterm 
ined  by  everybody  in  this  body  exactly  how 
he  is  going  to  vote,  and  that  yon  may  as  well 
dispose  of  it  now  as  at  any  time.  I  do  not 
consider  it  in  that  light.  I  wish  carefully  to 
read  the  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Ohio  who  AM  jofit  spokeo.    I  have  attempted 


to  listen  as  well  as  I  coald ;  but,  as  we  know, 
we  are  often  called  out  to  attend  to  matters 
that  are  specially  in  our  charge,  and  I  have 
lost  the  thread  considerably  of  what  he  has 
been  saying.  I  was  in  the  same  condition  as 
to  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois,  and  my  colleague.  Now, 
this  being  a  question  of  law,  afler  the  matter 
has  been  fully  displayed  upon  both  sides,  (and 
the  best  arguments  no  doubt  that  can  be  made 
upon  both  sides  have  been  made,)  it  is  not 
adverse  to  the  interests  of  justice  and  fair  play 
that  Senators  should  take  time  to  consider.  I 
have  heard  of  courts  on  questions  of  law  that 
did  exactly  that  thin^.  That  is  exactly  what 
I  wish  to  do.  Having  now  no  determined 
opinion  as  to  how  I  shall  vote,  having  heard  the 
arguments  as  much  as  I  have,  I  have  an  im- 
pression as  to  what  the  result  must  necessarily 
and  legally  be ;  but  before  I  commit  myself 
by  a  vote  which  determines  the  title  to  this 
olfice  as  to  that  impression,  I  wish  carefully  to 
reflect  upon  the  subject  and  read  over  at  my 
leisure  the  very  able  observations  that  have 
been  made  upon  both  sides.  So  it  is  not  like 
a  case  where  it  is  a  party  question  or  a  matter 
easily  determined.  It  was  said  on  Friday 
when  we  adjourned  over  Saturday  that  we 
would  to-day  hear  my  honorable  frieud  from 
Ohio  who  has  spoken  so  ably,  and  then — I  do 
not  say  that  is  a  binding  agreement  on  the  Sen- 
ate, but  it  is  a  thing  that  was  publicly  suggested 
and  no  gentleman  objected — as  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  who  had  aspeciiil  interest 
in  the  matter  and  wishedto  be  heard  was  obliged 
to  go  away,  that  we  would  consider  for  awhile 
this  matter,  and  take  up  the  more  practical, 
pressing  question  of  this  deficiency  bill.  I 
suggest,  therefore,  to  my  frieud  from  Delaware 
not  to  insist  on  forcing  this  thing  to  a  vote  at 
this  moment. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  and  the  Senate  will  indulge 
the  Chair.  As  the  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr. 
Saulsbury]  has  referred  directly  to  what  he 
stated  this  morning,  the  Chair  will  read  from 
the  Globe  tbe  colloquy  that  occurred  on  Fri- 
day, and  which  he  of  course  referred  to  this 
morning  when  he  stated  that  there  was  no 
positive  understanding. 

"  Mr.  Thdritan  obtained  the  floor." 

The  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr.  Morrill] 
then  suggested  that  Senator  Pool  would  be 
absent.     Then  this  occurred : 

"  Mr.  Thubman.  I  do  not  wnot  to  speak  to  empty 
benches.  If  the  matter  goes  over  until  Monday,  I 
want  an  understanding  that  it  shall  be  concluded  on 
Monday. 

**Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  say.  on 
further  consultation  with  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  that  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Senate  to 
adjourn  until  to-morrow  the  Senator  from  Korth 
Carolina  will  speak  to-morrow. 

"  Mr.  Pool  rose. 

"The  Vice  President.  Does  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  yield  to  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  with 
that  understanding? 

"Mr.  Thubman.  Certainly;  I  am  willing  that  he 
may  take  the  floor  now. 

"  Mr.  Pool.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  rise  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

"Mr.  Hitchcock.  I  believe  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  undertook  to  give  way  to  me  to  make  a  motion 
that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  to-day  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday  next. 

"Several  Senators.    No,  no. 

"Mr.  Thubman.  I  am  willing  that  that  question 
shall  be puL 

"The  Vice  President.  The  Senator  from  Ohio 
being  on  the  floor  yields  to  the  Senator  from  Ne- 
bratika,  who  desires  to  enter  a  motion  that  when  the 
Senate  adjourns  to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  Mon- 
day next.  Is  there  objection  ? 
Mr.  Cole.    I  ofajeot. 

"  Mr.  Morrill,  of  Maine.  I  suggest  that  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
desires  to  address  the  Senate,  and  cannot  be  here  on 
Monday,  the  Senate,  under  those  circumstances,  will 
be  disposed  to  sit  to-morrow.^' 

Here  occurs  what  was  the  final  statement  of 
Mr.  Pool: 

*'  Mr.  Pool.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  be  here  any  day 
next  week.  If  I  should  address  the  Senate  to-m.or- 
row,  and  the  vote  should  not  be  reached  to-morrow, 
I  should  still  want  final  action  postponed  until  I 
could  return,  for  I  might  desire  to  take  still  further 
part  in  the  debate  than  simply  addressing  the  Senate 
once. 


'*  Mr.  TmiRMAN.  Then  let  us  have  final  teti«a  c- 
morrow. 

"  Mr.  Stewart  and  otbers.  Yes,  let  us  *d  :.- 
morrow. 

"  The  Vice  President.  The  Benatorfrom  Ofak  it 
■till  entitled  to  the  floor. 

' *  M r.  Th  URMA  N .  If  the  Senator  from  5onh  Cv a- 
lina  desires  to  take  the  floor  now  for  to-morr"»  I 
will  give  way  for  him  to  move  an  adjoummeotiiifi- 
self. 

"  Mr.  Pool.    I  have  no  such  desire. 

"  Mr.  Tburman.  Then  there  is  nothins  befwttj 
Senate,  and  I  move  that  the  Senate  adjoars." 

This  colloquy,  to  which  the  Chair  rtfefrd 
this  morningf  shows  that  tbe  absent  Setifi'*.* 
from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Pool]  s\hi^  tb 
he  was  willing  to  vote  on  Saturday  if  theme 
could  be  reached  on  Saturday,  but  th&t  li  .t 
was  not  finally  determined  in  the  Senate 'b.'s 
he  would  desire  an  opportunity  to  b€  b«a: 
before  the  final  determination.  andheeoaidLoi 
be  here  during  this  week.  AiWr  that  the  ^ 
ator  from  Ohio  oflfered  him  the  flnr  to  uke 
it  without  any  positive  understandingthfttikert 
should  be  final  action  on  Skturday,  and  tbt 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  declined  to  tike 
it.  He  then  yielded  for  a  motion  to  adjoKr. 
which  was  changed  to  a  motion  for  so  exdi 
tive  session 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  Chair  will  H  5 
me.  I  will  add  to  what  the  Chair  has  st«t^. 
as  Senators  well  know,  that  the  part  of  lii-' 
colloquy  as  to  what  we  would  do  to  vkicfa  1 
specially 'referred  took  place  after  the  mn 
had  been  closed  for  an  executive  sesaion,  t^ej 
being  considered  as  open,  but  when  the  rr- 
porters  were  not  present.  I  hope,  theR;&r>. 
my  friend  from  Delaware  will  not  insist  ^i 
going  on  with  this  matter  at  this  time. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  was  not  here  I'r? 
last  half  hour  of  the  session  on  Friday,  bat  i 
know  that  the  Senator  from  North  Carol  n^ 
left  here  with  the  noderstandiogtkaiaft^ti'i 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  shouid  be 
submitted  to-day  the  matter  wag  to  be  p^^^- 
poned  to  take  up  the  deficiency  bilL  1  v&i 
informed  myself  that  that  arrangement  ki^ 
been  arrived  at.  I  have  been  under  thftt  is- 
pression  all  day,  and  have  heard  no  other  op'>Q; 
ion  expressed.  When  the  Senate  are  infoms'-i: 
by  the  only  Senator  from  North  Carolina  \U 
he  desires  to  speak  upon  the  subject,  aod  ht? 
left  under  this  understanding  of  the  maU«r>|> 
would  seem  to  me  to  be  a  course  of  proc^cu 
ing  toward  that  absent  Senator  that  never  b« 
been  taken  by  the  Senate  toward  any  member 
since  I  have  been  in  the  body ;  and  vbil?  if  n 
true  that  there  is  no  binding  undersiaodiaf 
that  the  Chair  will  enforce  in  a  technical  s^if- 
yet  there  was  that  understanding  vhich  ''^' 
duced  Mr.  Pool  to  leave,  and  which  inducrd 
the  Senate  to  adjourn  over  Saturday,  and  :: 
seems  to  me  but  generosity  toward  him.  »s  **" 
as  justice  toward  the  importance  of  Uii^  9^<^ 
tion,  to  postpone  it. 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Let  me  make  a  wgg.* 
tion.     There  was  more  than  my  fnend  jr^^o 
Wisconsin  has  stated  and  more  than  my  ^^^^ 
from  Vermont  has  stated,  and  I  think  e?|7 
body's  memory   who   was  here  will  conSro 
what  I  am  about  to  say.     This  mawer  •* 
considered  in  connection  with  a  moD«D  t" 
adjourn  over  Saturday.      The  Senator  froa 
California  made  a  very  urgent  *PP*JI:^ 
ing  to  be  read  statements  from  the  U«fp 
ments  on  which  he  grounded  his  app«*  '" 
behalf  of  the  deficiency  bill  and  actiog  dP«^ 
it  at  once.     If  this  election  case  waa  to  go^ 
and  continue  without  giving  him  m^*^^ 
to  consider  his  deficiency  bill,  many  &€a*i^J 
thought  that  Saturday  should  be  employed^  "^ 
that  we  should  begin  at  once.    In  w*'^^ " 
that  suggestion  it  was  proposed  to  congwef 
election  case  to-day  so  long  as  the  *J"°^, 
Senator  from  Ohio  wished  to  occupy  ibf  ^^' 
and  tTjen  that  the  election  case  should  g»«"' 
and  the  Senator  from  California  ahooldge^^-'F 
the  deficiency  bill.     I  say  it  was  sa  uQ^^^^ 
standing  as  much  in  my  judgmeui  f*     iLc 
been  arrived  at  by  the  Senate  when  1  m^  ^. 

§  resent.     It  was  stated,  it  was  «°<^^:  "t' 
enatora  who  were  going  to  f oto  «>  ■HP'^ 
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over  would  base  their  votes  upon  that  OQder- 
Rtandiog  and  arraDgemeDt.  ItwajB  DOt  only 
to  accommodate  the  Senator  from  North  Car- 
olina, but  to  give  an  early  interval  for  the  eon- 
gideratioQ  of  the  deficiency  billy  to  be  followed 
by  other  appropriation  bilU  and  special  aesign- 
ments,  to  which  attention  was  called,  and,  as 
my  friend  from  Vermont  reminds  me,  to  accom- 
modate the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  who 
very  naturally  did  not  wish  at  so  late  an  hour 
to  apeak,  and  who  I  thought— -althoagh  per- 
haps he  did  not  say  that  in  so  many  words — 
rather  preferred  to  go  on  this  day.  Although 
he  mentioned  that  he  had  another  engagement 
which  he  had  to  waive,  it  seemed  to  be  agree- 
able to  him  to  go  on  during  this  day. 

Now,  I  say  to  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
and  to  every  other  Senator,  speaking  with 
confidence  to  those  ^ho  were  here,  that  a 
more  distinct  understanding  could  not  have 
been  arrived  at  by  the  statement,  and  by  the 
silence  of  those  who  acquiesced  in.it,  than  was 
come  to  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  should 
have  the  floor  to-day  at  one  o'clock  at  his 
pleasure,  that  after  that  a  postponement  of 
several  days  should  take  place,  carrying  this 
election  case  over  the  several  assignments 
made  for  different  days,  to  which  attention 
was  called,  and  not  looking  to  a  resumption 
of  it  until  the  Senator  from  California  had 
completed  that  business  of  which  he  informed 
us.  Although  I  have  not,  for  one,  the  slightest 
preference  about '  this,  I  feel  as  distinctly 
bound  as  I  ever  was  by  an  understanding  in  the 
Senate,  to  see  that  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  takes  no  harm  by  his  absence,  and 
that  the  Senator  from  California  is  permitted 
Lo  take  up  the  deficiency  bill,  and  that  the  Sen- 
akte  observe  the  assignments  which  have  been 
[uade  for  different  days,  so  postponing  until 
.he  end  of  them  this  election  matter. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  wish  to  say,  and  that 
in  the  most  decided  manner,  that  I  had  no 
inch  understanding  as  that  which  has  been 
spoken  of.  I  know  very  well  the  Senator  from 
Sortb  Carolina  wanted  me  to  agree  that  the 
natter  might  be  postponed  over  this  week 
ifier  I  had  spoken,  because  he  said  he  was  to 
ro  away,  ana  1  answered  him  that  I  would  not 
tgree  to  that  at  all,  and  that  for  the  reason 
hat  I  myself  would  necessarily  be  absent 
lext  week.  A  misfortune  which  happened 
o  my  son  compels  me  to  go  home.  X  cannot 
lefer  it  longer ;  I  ought  to  have  gone  home 
ODg  &go.  Now  I  am  compelled  to  go.  I  told 
he  Senator  from  North  Carolina  that  I  would 
tot  consent  to  the  postponement  of  the  mat- 
er over  this  week  as  he  desired,  but  I  would 
gree  that  he  might  speak  on  Saturday  if  he 
aw  fit,  or  if  he  would  stay  until  to-day  he 
sight  take  the  floor  to-day.  He  said  he  could 
ot  stay  until  Monday.and  the  Senate  adjourned 
ver  from  Friday  to  Monday.  There  was  cer- 
linly  some  conversation  about  it,  for  it  was 
roposed  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Sdml'nds]  that  the  whole  subject  should  be 
ostponed  until  this  day  week,  when  it  should 
e  resumed.  I  objected  to  that  on  the  ground 
lat  1  wanted  to  speak  while  the  anvil  was 
ot ;  I  did  not  want  to  be  compelled  to  recall 
le  matter  to  recollection. 

Mr.  £DMUNDS.  Then  my  friend  will 
> member  it  was  suggested  in  reply  to  that 
lat  we  should  hear  him  with  pleasure  to-day, 
ad  reference  was  made  to  the  fact  that  being 
law  question  time  would  be  required. 
Mr.  TH  (JRM  AN.  I  was  going  to  state  that 
lat  was  suggested.  I  think  the  Senator  him- 
^l^  made  the  suggestion.  Undoubtedly  it  waa 
>  ;  but  about  a  half  dozen  Senators  or  more 
round  me  were  talking  about  it  just  as  the 
en&te  adjourned.  I  was  not  paying  attention 
f  vrhat  was  said.  I  asked,  some  one  if  any 
aderstanding  had  been  come  to,  and  those 
-ound  me  said  no,  that  no  understanding  had 
»eii  arrived  at.  So  that  certainly  it  was  not 
iderstood  by  a  number  of  Senators  that  there 
BS  ttoy  such  agreement.  I  do  not  pretend  to 
,y  bat  that  others  understood  that  there  was 
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sach  an  agreement,  bnt  certainly  I  did  not 
nnderstano  it,  nor  did  the  Senators  immedi- 
ately around  me.  There  were  four  or  five  of 
them,  for  I  asked  them  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journed if  there  was  any  such  understanding, 
and  they  said  there  was  not.  No  Senator,  of 
course,  would  break  any  arrangement  that  had 
been  made  about  it.  1  have  no  feeling  about 
it  one  way  or  the  other  except  that  I  should 
like  to  be  here  to  vote. 

Mr.  SAULSBUKY.  I  wish  to  'say  that  I 
had  no  understanding,  and  did  not  know  that 
there  was  any  understanding  on  the  part  of 
any  person  that  there  was  to  be  a  postpone- 
ment of  this  question,  because  if  I  supposed 
there  had  been  any  such  understanding  I  would 
be  among  the  last  on  the  floor  to  violate  it.  I 
woald  objeetto  any  violation  of  an  understand- 
ing by  any  Senator.  I  have  no  doubt  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  York,  who  asserts 
BO  positively  that  there  was  an  understanding, 
BO  believes;  but  I  relied  on  the  declaration  of 
the  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  declaration 
of  other  persons,  and  I  have  a  right  to  take 
that  in  preference  to  the  Senator's  declaration 
that  there  was  an  agreement.  He  had  that 
understanding,  I  doubt  not ;  but  I  do  not  think 
that  should  go  out  aa  a  positive  assertion,  rec- 
ognized by  every  person  in  t;he  Senate,  that 
there  was  such  an  understanding,  because,  so 
far  as  I  am  concerned,  and  the  gentlemen 
around  me,  that  was  not  the  understanding. 

Mr.  ALGOBN.  I  can  say  for  gentlemen 
near  me  that  we  did  not  hold  to  any  such 
understanding  as  is  mentioned  with  such  em- 
phasis. I  am  not  very  conversant  with  the 
manner  of  doing  business  in  this  body,  but  I 
do  not  hold  myself  bound  by  an  understanding 
supposed  to  be  arrived  at  by  one  or  two  Sena- 
tors having  a  colloquial  sort  of  discussion  and 
agreeing  that  the  Senate  will  do  a  certain  thing. 
1  hold  myself  free  to  act  whenever  the  time 
comes  upon  that  question  as  I  think  the  neces- 
sities of  Hie  case  demand.  A  fev  Senators 
had  a  conversation  to  themselves.  Those  who 
were  around  me  took  no  part  in  it  at  all,  and 
there  was  no  question  put  to  the  'Senate  as  to 
whether  JBhe  Senate  would  agree  to  this  or  that, 
and  there  was  no  conclusion,  in  truth,  for  I 
observed  for  myself  the  conversation,  and  there 
was  no  agreement  even  among  themselves  as 
to  whether  the  Senate  should  postpone  or  not 
postpone  the  North  Carolina  case.  I  am  will- 
ing to  accord  freely  and  have  no  doubt  of  the 
fact  that  the  Senator  from  New  York  believes 
just  what  he  asserts  so  positively,  but  on  the 
other  hand,  I  choose  to  assert  for  myself  just 
here  that  there  was  no  understanding  at  all  by 
the  Senate  upon  the  question. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  thought  this  question  was 
settled  by  a  vote  of  the  Senate.  Whether 
there  was  an  appeal  from  the  vote  announced 
I  did  not  hear.     The  Chair  announced 

The  VIC£  PRESIDENT.  A  division  was 
demanded,  as  the  Chair  understands. 

Mr.  POMERO  Y.  Being  in  the  chair  at  the 
moment,  I  will  say  that  the  Chair  decided  that 
the  ayes  appeared  to  have  it,  but  a  division 
was  thenflemanded.  Under  that  demand  this 
debate  has  been  carried  on. 

Mr.  COLE.    Let  us  have  the  divisioa,  then. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
take  the  sense  of  the  Senate,  if  the  debate  is 
ended.  The  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  California,  to  postpone  the  pres- 
ent order  for  the  purpose  of  considering  the 
deficieney  appropriation  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  there  being,  on 
a  division — ^ayes  27,  noes  18. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  We  have  had  so  many  post- 
ponements of  this  case — it  has  been  a  very  an- 
noying one  to  the  Senate,  I  know — ^that  1  think 
it  would  be  very  gratifying  to  all  if  we  could 
agree  upon  a  time  when  the  case  shall  be 
brought  to  an  end.  I  left,  the  other  evening, 
before  the  agreement  was  consummated,  ^ 
there  was  one,  and  I  really  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  or  not.  It  was  m  the  power 
of  the  majority  of  the  Senate  if  it  was  so.     If 
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the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  is  to  speak 
on  Monday,  I  presume,  as  I  observe  that  other 
gentlemen  have  been  taking  notes,  probably 
something  may  be  said  by  others.  I  suggest  to 
the  Senate  to  make  an  agreement  that  we  take 
the  vote  at  a  certain  hour,  giving  ample  time 
for  all  that  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
may  desire  to  say  and  for  a  reply  to  that,  and 
a  reply  to  the  argument  of  my  friend  from 
Ohio  to-day ;  say  Tuesday  of  next  week,  at 
four  oVlock.  ^ 

Mr.  COLE.  It  seems  to  me  we  had  better 
wait  until  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
returns,  inasmuch  as  this  postponement  was 
arranged  for  his  particular  accommodation. 
We  have  no  definite  information  as  to  when 
he  will  return. 

Mr.  LOOAN.  I  will  answer  the  Senator  in 
this  way:  as  I  understand  the  statement  of 
Senators  who  say  there  was  an  agreement  on 
Friday  last,  the  case  was  to  be  postponed  until 
Monday  next  to  enable  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  to  have  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
speech  upon  it ;  but  if  you  are  going  to  post- 
pone  it  indefinitely  on  account  of  any  one 
Senator,  it  seems  to  me  that  is  showing  a 
greater  regard  to  one  Senator  than  has  ever 
been  asked  for  before  in  the  Senate  or  any 
other  body.  I  understood  the  postponement 
was  to  be  until  Monday.  That  was  my  under- 
standing when  the  vote  was  taken  a  moment 
ago. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  May  I  suggest  to  my  friend 
from  Illinois  that  in  a  case  of  this  kind,  involv- 
ing a  law  question  of  great  importance,  not 
involving  any  party  considerations,  it  would 
be  rather  an  anomaly  to  declare,  ds  if  it  were 
a  contest  and  there  was  an  effort  to  stave  off 
a  decision,  that  we  would  vote  at  a  particular 
moment?  I  am  sure  the  Senate  will  all  agree 
at  any  time  when  the  gentlemen  who  repre- 
sent the  opposite  views  in  committee  are  prf>s- 
ent  that  we  will  at  the  earliest  convenient 
moment  take  this  subject  up  and  finish  it, 
without  declaring  that  nobody  shall  say  a 
word  after  a  particular  gentleman  gets  through. 
I  am  sure  there  is  no  danger  that  this  case 
will  be  postponed  beyond  the  term  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  LOOAN.  I  am  not  saying  that  there 
is  any  disposition  to  postpone  it,  nor  do  I 
insinuate  any  such  thing ;  but  to  say  that  we 
will  wait  until  all  the  Senators  entertaining 
opposite  views  in  the  committee  are  present 
is  equivalent  to  saying  something,  judging 
from  the  facts  existing  heretofore,  that  will 
practically  prevent  us  from  ever  determining 
the  case.  I  do  not  know  of  a  time  since  this 
question  has  been  reported  that  the  whole  of 
that  committee  has  been  present.  It  has  been 
taken  up,  or  tried  to  be  taken  up,  at  least  a 
dozen  times,  or  very  nearly  that  many,  and  it 
seems  to  me  it  is  nothing  but  fair  to  name 
some  time  when  it  shall  be  disposed  of,  in 
order  to  prevent  its  going  over  on  account  of 
other  business.  If  at  that  time  the  Senate  is 
not  ready  to  vote,  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
can  certainly  determine  that  fact ;  but  it  does 
seem  to  me,  although  the  importance  of  this 
case  is  very  great,  that  we  ought  to  have  some 
time  fixed  when  it  shall  be  determined. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  must  insist  on  the  regular 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  deficiency 
bill  is  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
Senator  has  a  right  to  take  me  off  the  floor  or 
not  after  I  havel>een  recognized  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  think  so. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  will  say  tx)  the  Senator  from 
California  that  that  is  a  piece  of  politeness  I 
have  never  exhibited  toward  him. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  not 
take  umbrage  at  what  I  said. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Not  at  all;  but  I  do  not 
think  it  very  proper  when  another  Senator  is 
occupying  the  floor  to  interpose  in  that  way. 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
from  California  makes  a  point  of  order,  the 
Chair  must  rale  upon  it,  subject  to  an  appeal 
to  the  Senate ;  but  the  Senate  understand  very 
well  that  it  has  been  the  usage  in  this  body 
under  all  circumstances  that  Senators  them- 
selves determine  the  relation  between  their 
remarks  and  the  pending  bill,  and  they  have 
not  consented,  up  to  this  time  at  any  rate  in 
the  history  of  the  country,  that  the  Vice  Presi- 
dent, who  is  not  elected  by  them,  shall  determ- 
ine for  them  as  to  their  remarks  being  germane 
to  the  pending  bill.  The  Chair  thinks  that 
these  remarks  are  probably  not  germane  to  the 
deficiency  bill,  but  the  Senator  from  Illinois  is 
to  iadge  of  that. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois will  allow  me  one  word.  Several  Sena- 
tors about  me  were  appealing  to  me  to  go  on 
with  the  regular  order,  and  I  supposed  that 
was  a  sufficient  indication  that  he  could  not 
get  a  unanimous  agreement  on' the  proposition 
he  alluded  to. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  suppose  I  may  probably 
take  that  as  an  indication  that  they  did  noi 
desire  to  hear  anything  further  from  me,  and 
if  so,  that  is  all  right ;  out  I  have  made  a  pro})- 
osition  to  the  Senate,  and  I  thought  I  was  enti- 
tled at  least  to  have  that  proposition  decided, 
and  that  is  what  I  was  going  to  say.  I  am 
certainly  entitled  to  that.  If  the  Senate  do 
not  desire  to  name  the  time,  it  is  their  busi- 
ness, and  I  have  no  objection ;  bat  I  am  cer- 
tainly very  desirous  that  some  time  should 
be  fixed,  for  several  Senators  have  spoken  to 
me,  saying  that  business  called  them  away  at 
a  certain  time,  but  if  a  time  were  fixed  for 
taking  a  vote  on  this  question  they  could  all 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  appears 
to  be  objection  on  the  ^art  of  two  Senators  to 
fixing  the  time  at  which  the  vote  shall  be 
taken,  bat  the  Chair  was  waiting  to  hear  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  suggest  some  time  when 
the  Chair  could  again  recognize  him,  as  has 
previously  been  authorized  by  the  Senate,  to 
move  to  lay  on  the  table  whatever  might  be 
pending  to  take  up  this  case.  If  he  would 
name  some  time  at  which  the  Chair  could 
recognize  him  to  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  this  question,  the  Chair  supposes  that  might 
be  agreed  to.  There  appear  to  be  objections 
to  fixing  a  time  for  taking  the  vote. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Let  me  suggest  that 
that  be  the  understanding  for  this  day  week, 
and  then,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  I  am  willing 
to  dispose  of  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  has  been 
assigned  by  unanimous  consent  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee 
to  Investigate  Alleged  Outrages  in  the  South- 
ern States. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  that  day  or  another 
be  fixed,  I  will  unite,  so  far  as  myself  is  con- 
cerned, with  the  honorable  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois in  asking  the  Senate  to  sit  it  outand  determ- 
ine it.  I  do  not  want  to  prolong  this  thing ; 
but  I  do  want  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
to  be  heard  upon  it. 

Mr.  TBURMAN.  I  wish  to  repeat  what  I 
said  awhile  ago.  I  am  necessarily  compelled 
to  go  home  next  week ;  I  ought  to  have  gone 
before ;  and  I  shall  have  to  be  gone  ten  days 
or  two  weeks,  and  I  think  it  is  but  fair  if  this 
matter  is  laid  over  to  suit  the  Sepator  from 
North  Carolina,  that  it  should  be  taken  up  so 
that  it  can  be  disposed  of  before  I  leave. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  When  are  you  obliged 
to  go? 

Mr.  THURM  AN.  I  cannot  put  off  leaving 
later  than  Wednesday  week,  and  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  [Mr.  Batard]  is  also  com- 
pelfed  to  leave  on  Tuesday  week.  Now,  if  it 
IS  taken  up  on  Monday  and  disposed  of  on 
Monday  or  Tuesday,  I  can  be  here  and  he  can 
be  here,  and  I  hope  we  can  have  an  under- 
standing of  that  sort. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  see  the  Senator 
from    Pennsylvania,    [Mr.  Soott,]  who  has 


charge  of  the  enforcement  prolongation  act, 
and  on  whose  motion,  by  unanimous  consent, 
Monday  was  assigned  for  that  bill,  in  his  seat 
at  this  moment.  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  fair 
toward  him  to  determine  in  his  absence,  the 
Senate  having  once  agreed  to  that,  to  go  on 
with  another  subject  on  that  day,  although  I 
have  no  doubt  to-  morrow  morning  it  may  be 
composed  in  such  a  way  as  to  dispose  of  this 
case  firstand  then  take  up  that  bill. 

Mr.  TH  URMAN.  I  did  not  know  that  that 
wfiks  agreed  upon .  Certainly  I*  should  n ot  have 
agreed  to  it  if  it  was  to  result  in  a  postpone- 
ment of  this  case. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Chair  devoted  him- 
self to  getting  the  Senator's  consent  by  asking 
for  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  sUted 
expressly  that  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
who  is  now  seated  upon  one  of  the  sofas  asked 
consent  that  that  day  should  be  assigned  for 
that  bill.  The  Chair  asked  him  to  state  what 
the  purport  of  the  bill  was,  so  that  he  could 
state  it  publicly  and  nobody  should  be  sur- 
prised, and  he  stated  that  it  was  the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  joint  Committee  to  Investigate 
Alleged  Outrages  in  the  Southern  States,  and 
the  Chair  added,  as  will  be  found  in  the  Globe, 
that  it  was  something  in  regard  to  the  enforce- 
ment law.  He  may  have  been  mistaken,  but 
he  supposed  it  was  something  of  that  character. 
The  Senator  from  Ohio  did  not,  of  course, 
hear  him,  but  he  did  endeavor  to  make  it  plain 
to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  was  aware  that  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  said  he  would 
desire  to  call  up  the  bill  on  that  day ;  but  I 
was  not  paying  much  attention,  and  I  sup- 
posed it  was  a  mere  notice  of  his  intention  to 
call  it  up.  If  it  was  an  agreemeut,  very  well: 
but  I  think  that  the  Senate  will  agree  that  this 
case  shall  be  disposed  of  then  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  did  not  hear  the  proposi- 
tion that  was  made. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  desires  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania to  take  another  day  next  w^ek  for  the 
bill  he  has  under  his  charge  from  the  joint 
Committee  to  Investigate  Alleged  Outrages  in 
the  Southern  States,  so  that  Monday  next  may 
by  unanimous  consent  be  assigned  for  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  to  take 
up  the  North  Carolina  election  case.  He 
stated,  while  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
was  not  within  hearing,  that  himself  and  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  have  both  to  be  absent 
from  the  middle  of  next  week,  and  they  desire 
this  case  to  be  considered  during  the  first  part 
of  the  week 

Mr.  THURMAN.  There  is  a  disposition 
to  pnt  it  off  this  week  owing  to  the  absence 
of  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  and  if 
that  is  done,  I  want  it  taken  up  before  I  am 
compelled  to  leave,  and  the  Senator  from 
Delaware 

Mr.  SCOTT.     My  recollection  is 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  has  all 
been  settled  while  the  Senator  was  absent. 
The  question  now  is  whether  he  will  give  up 
the  aay  assigned  to  him  for  some  other,  so 
that  this  matter  can  be  called  up  on  Monday 
next? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  am  willing  that  the  next 
day  shall  be  assigned  for  the  bill  reported  by 
the  select  committee,  so  that  there  is  a  proba- 
bility that  it  will  be  disposed  of.  I  desire, 
when  that  measure  is  once  taken  up,  that  there 
shall  be  no  interruption  of  it  until  it  is  dis- 
posed of.  It  was  faxed  for  Monday  next  by 
the  sense  of  the  Senate  this  morning ;  but  if 
it  be  again  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  post- 

gone  it  for  another  day  and  give  the  North 
'arolioa  Senatorship  the  preference,  I  shall 
have  no  objection,  but  I  do  not  wish  it  to  lose 
its  assignment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  would  not 
under  this  proposition,  except  that  Tuesday 
of  next  week  was  assigned,  at  the  suggestion 


of  the  Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Bra 
INOHAV,]  for  another  bill,  subject  lo  tb«  a^ 
finished  business.  Wednesday  of  next  lai 
is  not  assigned.  All  these  astignmeni^  c^ 
subject  to  the  unfinished  busioess  or  to^VM 
of  the  Senate  postponing  them,  luid  caa  «i'7 
be  reached  on  that  day  if  it  be  the  will  of  '^ 
Senate.  If  the  Senator  from  Penosjtdu 
will  accept  Wednesday  of  next  weeit  be «:. 
be  in  the  same  position,  except  that  it  isiv- 
days  subsequent  to  the  day  first  mentiooti 
and  will  stand  precisely  in  the  same  itiatia 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  have  no  objecUoD  to  takici 
Wednesday. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then,  ifilKft 
is  no  objection,  that  will  be  ordered. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  What  is  the  ofidcr 
standing  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  Wednn 
day  of  next  week  shall  be  assigoed  to  ilie  b  J 
reported  from  the  Committee  to  laveitigiV 
Alleged  Outrages  in  the  Southern  Staies-tk' 
Senator  from  Ohio  states  that  he  did  not  &«: 
the  assignment  made  to-day— so  tbst  oo  Mi^ 
day  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  or  lome  ot^' 
Senator  representing  the  majority  of  the  o&a 
mittee,  will  be  recognized,  to  move  to  proeef: 
to  the  North  Carolina  case,  to  be  labjttt  * 
a  vote  of  the  Senate,  subject  to  posipoBesfri. 
subject  to  be  laid  on  the  table,  or  other  b^i 
ness.  On  that  day  some  Senator  represeor^ 
the  majority  of  the  committee  will  be  recti 
nized  to  make  that  motion  in  order  tiiii  th' 
case  shall  be  reached.  If  that  is  the  cobs^ 
of  the  Senate,  it  will  be  found  in  tbe.Glot^ 
to-morrow,  and  the  Chair  will  rule  scco.iiicg!; 
when  that  time  comes. 

Mr,  ANTHONY.  I  do  notundereUadtk 
it  is  an  agreement  that  the  vote  upon  w.- 
North  Carolina  question  is  to  be  ukea  a:  iv 
particular  day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    No ;  it  is  k 
but  only  that  there  shall  be  an  opportc:^: 
that  it  shall  be  reached  on  that  daj.  Ta 
deficiency  bill  is  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.  These  assignments  are  Dad' 
subject  to  the  unfiuished  business  aUajs. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    Thejane. 

Mr.  COLE.  Then  I  hope  Senators  will  m 
notice  of  that  fact  and  assist  as  io  g^*>^ 
through  the  appropriation  bills  as  sooo  as 
possible. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  ^ 
state  farther,  so  that  nobodjr  may  be  sarpns^^ 
that  if  the  Committee  on  Appro priaiioossoae 
evening  should  call  up  an  appropriation  b.. 
it  would  operate  to  the  detriment  of  wbatem 
was  assigned  for  one  o'clock  on  the  next  m? 
and  would  have  priority. 

ME8SAGB  FROM  THB  BOUSI. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represents; 
tives,  by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  aunonQCf- 
that  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  (E.  K.  >3 
266)  confirming  to  the  Port  Huron  ami  U** 
Michigan  Railroad  Company  the  lands  m 
tofore  granted  to  the  State  of  Michigan  Joi- 
in  the  construction  of  a  railroad  fram  Gf»M 
Haven  to  Flint,  and  thence  to  Port  Haroo,  *=^* 
providing  for  the  manner  of  issuing  ^^^-^ 
therefor,  and  for  other  purposes;  io  •'»»«^^' 
requested  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate. 

ABIGAIL  RYAN — TETO  MISSlOI. 

The   VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before^^ 

Senate  the  following  message  from  the  nO' 

dent  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  Senate  of  <%e  JJnUtd  State»  :  ^ 

I  return,  without  my  approTal, »  ^V^^^iij, 
**  An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Abitail  wan. 
of  Thomas  A.  Ryan."  .        .»•&• 

The  name  of  Mrs.  Ryan  is  now  boroe  aPJJjg^ 
pension-rolls  pursuant  to  an  aetpfvonre^"',.^ 
*^  An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mrs.  Abip«l  JJ^^-i 
proved  June  16. 1866,  (United St*l«SMWt«'  ^^ 
14.  page  590.)  U.8.0KA)«T. 

BxacUTivi  Maksiox.  April  1&  1B7Q. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  it  ^^^ 
that  while  I  am  bound  to  exprwB  pT^?*^ 
cation  that  the  President  of  the  United  stw^ 
has  bills  so  carefully  examined,  eren  "»* 
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ones,  to  Beethat  jagticeis  done,  the  President 
has  iiibored  under  a  misapprehension  in  re- 
aped to  this  bill.     The  name  of  this  lady  is 
upon  the  pension-roll  by  an  act  of  Congress 
prescribing  a  specific  rate  of  pension.     After 
that  Congress  provided  that  minor  children 
under  sizieen  years  of  age  of  widows  on  the 
pension- roll  shonld  have  two  dollars  a  month 
additional.    She  applied  to  the  Pension  Office, 
bat  was  refused  on  the  gronnd  that  having 
been  pat  on  the  roll  by  a  special  act  naraine 
the  sonif  she  did  not  fall  within  the  purview  of 
the  two-dollar  act.     She  appealed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior,  who  decided  that  she 
did,  and  the  additional  two  dollars  was  allowed 
her.    Then,  in  the  change  of  the  personnel  of 
the  Departnaent,   that    decision    was    again 
changed  and  the  two  dollars  was  denied  her. 
She  then  came  to  us,  and  we  reenacted  the 
act  without  stating  the  snm,  but  simply  declar- 
ing that  her  name  should  be  put  on  the  pen- 
sion-roll, subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  pen- 
sion laws,  which  declare,  first,  that  nobody 
shall  have  double  pension ;  and  second,  that 
widows  having  children  under  the  age  of  six- 
teen years  shall  have  two  dollars  a  month 
additional.    The  act  on  the  face  of  it  does  not 
explain  itself,  and,  therefore,  as  I  say,  I  pay 
the  real  homage  of  my  respect  to  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  for  vetoing  this  bill, 
because  it  shows  how  even  the  minutest  trans- 
actions of  the  Government  are  examined  in 
the  approval  of  bills.     I  am  very  glad  indeed 
that  it  has  been  done.  I  have  no  doubt  myself 
tbatxhis  bill  is  rieht;  but  lest  there  should 
be  any  doubt  or  difficulty  in  relation  to  this 
iouble  pension,  I  move  for  the  time  being  that 
khe  bill  and  message  be  referred  to  the  Com* 
nittee  on  Pensions  for  examination. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LIGISLATITH,  BTC,  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
ay  before  the  Senate  a  message  from  the 
louse  of  Representatives  asking  for  the  ap- 
>ointment  ol  a  committee  of  conference  on 
he  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
he  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  House  bill 
!^o.  1060,  being  the  legislative,  executive,  and 
judicial  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  COLB.  I  move  that  the  Senate  insist 
»D  its  amendments  disagreed  to  by  the  House, 
.11  d  agree  to  the  conference  asked  by  the 
louse. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  let 
bat  lie  over  until  the  morning.  I  should  like 
3  see  what  the  House  has  done. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  it  will  be 
saerved,  because  the  proper  time  for  present- 
ig  such  matters,  under  the  twenty-fourth  rule, 
(  at  the  commencement  of  the  session  in  the 
lorning. 

DBFIOnSNCY  BILL. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
roceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1664) 
taking  appropriations  to  supply  deficiencies 
I  the  appropriations  for  the  service  of  the 
overnment  tor  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
>,  1872,  and  for  former  years,  and  for  other 
irposes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
ejection,  the  amendmenta  reported  by  the 
ommittee  on  Appropriations  will  be  acted 
>on  aa  they  are  reached  in  the  reading  of 
e  bill. 
The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  bill. 

The  first  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
irtee  on  Appropriations  was  in  line  ten,  in  the 
anne  inakiug  appropriations  for  cartage  for 
e  House  of  Representatives,  to  strike  out  the 
3rd  **  hereafter." 
The  aaiendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  the  clause 
thorizing  the  Speaker  of  the  Hoase  of  Rep- 
sen  tatives  to  employ  a  private  clerk,  line 
enty-two,  to  strike  out  the  word  "private." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 


Appropriations  was  to  insert  after  line  twenty- 
seven  the  following  items : 

Senate: 

To  pay  the  mileage  of  Senators  for  attendance 
at  the  seasion  of  the  Senate  convened  on  the  10th  day 
of  May.  1871,  by  proclamation  of  the  President, 
$29,900. 

For  miseellaneoos  items,  $15,000. 

For  labor.  $7,600. 

For  famiture,  $3,600. 

For  expenses  of  heatinr  and  ventilating  appa- 
ratos,  $400. 

For  compensation  of  John  C.  Enowlton.  for  ser- 
vice as  messenger  in  the  Senate  during  the  month  of 
April.  1869.  f  120. 

To  pay  Kives  &  Bailey  for  complete  sets  of  the 
Congressional  Globe  and  Appendix,  furnished  to 
Senators  who  had  not  previously  received  them, 
under  the  act  of  July  4. 1864,  $3,005. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  eighty- 
two,  to  insert  the  following : 

And  in  settling  the  accounts  of  John  P.  Hale,  late 
minister  to  Spun,  the  accounting  offlceiv  of  the 
Treasury  shall  allow  him  salary  to  the  1st  of  Jan- 
uary, 1870.  at  which  time  his  health  was  so  far  re- 
stored as  to  be  able  to  travel,  and  the  sum  necessary 
to  pay  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated.  And  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  hereby  authorised  to  allow  the 
payment  of  snob  sums  as  the  President  shall  ap- 
prove to  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  at  Algiers, 
Boalogne,  Lyons,  Marseilles,  Nantes,  Nice,  and 
Rheims,  as  compensation  for  extraordinary  services 
during  the  late  war  in  Barope:  Provided,  That  the 
total  sum  so  expended  shall  not  exceed  the  unex- 
pended balance  of  the  amount  appropriated  by  the 
fourth  and  fifth  paragraphs  of  the  act  entitled  "-An 
act  making  appropriations  for  sundry  civil  expenses 
of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
80, 1872,  and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March 
3.1871. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  one 
hundred  and  twenty,  to  add : 

To  defray  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  the 
American  minister  to  the  kingdom  of  Italy  occa- 
sioned by  the  removal  of  its  capital  from  Tarin  to 
Florence,  and  from  Florence  to  Rome,  $6,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  after 
line  one  hundred  and  twenty-four: 

To  enable  Robert  C.  Schenck,  minister  to  Oreat 
Britain,  to  pay  his  private  amanuensis,  as  provided 
by  Joint  resolution  approved  January  11.  1b71,  from 
the  date  of  the  approval  of  said  Joint  resolution  to 
July  1,1871.  $1,180. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  from 
line  one  hundred  and  forty  to  line  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-four,  inclusive,  in  the  following 
words : 

Treamry  D^;Ktrhnent, 

Office  of  Commissioner  of  Castoms : 
For  one  clerk  of  class  two.  $700. 
For  two  clerks  of  class  one,  $1,200. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  one 
hnndred  and  seventy-one,  to  strike  out  the 
following  clause : 

For  deficiency  in  the  salary  of  deputy  treasurer, 
assay  office,  New  York,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  13. 1872,  $1,600. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  one 
hundred  and  ninety-three,  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing : 

For  printing  and  binding  houne  and  council 
Journals  of  the  fifth  session  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Montana  Territory.  $2,400. 

For  compensation  of  members  of  the  fifth  Legis- 
lature of  Montana  Territory.  $847. 

For  rent  of  office,  salary  of  messenger,  furniture, 
carpet,  postage,  and  other  incidental  expenses  of 
the  secretary  of  the  Territory  of  New  Mexico,  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO.  1871,  $1,350  82. 

For  expenses  of  the  secretary's  office  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Ariiona,  rent  of  office,  fuel,  lights,  print- 
in>,  postage,  storage  of  furniture,  A:c..  $3,000. 

For  expenses  of  the  secretary's  office  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Wyoming,  fuel,  lights,  stationery,  postage, 
ke„  $1,200. 

For  miscellaneous  printing,  and  printing  journals 
of  council  and  house  of  the  nineteenth  annual  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the  Territory 
of  Utah,  $1,750  40. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  two 
hnndred  and  twenty  to  insert  the  words  '*and 
in  the  recovery  of  property  claimed  to  have 
accrued  or  belonged  to  the  United  States 
throngh  the  suppression  of  the  rebellion,  and 


for  settling  the  accounts  of  agents  employed 

in  recovering  such  property;''  and  in  line  two 

hundred  and  twenty-five,  to  strike  out  '*  fifteen ' ' 

and  insert  *'  thirty ;''  so  as  to  make  the  clause 

read: 

Captured  and  abandoned  property: 
.For  payment  of  necessary  expenses  incurred  in  de- 
fending suits  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  his  agents,  and  fordefense  of  the  United  States  in 
respect  to  such  property,  and  in  the  recovery  of 
property  claimed  to  have  accrued  or  belonged  to  the 
United  States  through  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion, and  forsettlingtheaccountsof  agents  employed 
in  recovering  such  property,  to  be  expended  under 
the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
$30,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was   after  line  two 

hnndred  and  forty-two,  to  insert  the  following: 

For  continuing  the  work  on  the  new  State  Depart- 
ment building  during  the  balance  of  the  present 
fiscal  year,  $200,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  reduce  the 
appropriation  for  extension  and  repair  of  the 
building  for  custom-house  and  post  office  at 
Baltimore,  Maryland,  from  $50,000  to  $25,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was    afcer  line  two 

hnndred    and    seventy- seven,   to    insert   the 

following : 

For  rent  of  the  office  of  the  Assistant  Treasurer  of 
the  United  States  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  $1,500,  or 
so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary  for  toe  remain- 
der of  the  present  fiscal  year:  and  for  fitting  up  the 
offioe,'$l,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  three 

hundred  and  eight,  to  strikeout: 

To  pay  the  commissions  allowed  by  the  act  of 
March  3,  1851,  to  collectors  of  customs  acting  as 
superintendents  of  lights,  $48,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  three 

hundred  and  twenty-three,  to  strike  out  the 

following  clause : 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be.  and  he 
hereby  is.  authorised  to  pay  to  the  Second  Comp- 
troller additional  coflipensation  to  equalise  his  salary 
with  that  of  the  First  Comptroller :  Provided,  That 
with  such  additional  compensation  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  Second  Comptroller's  office  for  the 
present  fiscal  year  shall  not  be  exceeded. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  three 
hundred  and  thirty- seven,  to  strike  out  the 
following  clause : 

To  pay  John  Oordon.  messenger  in  the  Post  Office 
Department,  for  extra  service  from  March  4, 1853. 
to  March  3. 1857,  $500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  suggest  that 
the  Secretary  be  requested  to  read  only  the 
parts  of  the  bill  that  are  purposed  to  be 
amended.  I  do  not  think  that  where  there  is 
no  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses,  as 
appears  by  the  report  of  the  committee,  it  is 
necessary  to  read  all  these  provisions.  There- 
fore, I  suggest  that  he  read  onlv  those  portions 
that  are  proposed  to  be  amended  by  the  com- 
mittee. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
THONT  in  the  chair.)  The  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont suggests  that  the  portion  of  the  bill  not 
affected  by  the  amendment  be  not  read. 

Mr.  POMEI^OY.  It  is  a  new  thing  to  pass 
any  bill  without  reading  it 

Mr.  CONRLING.  it  is  short,  and  can  be 
read  throngh. 

Mr.  POMEROT.  I  think  we  had  better 
have  the  bill  read  throngh. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  withdraw 
the  suggestion. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  thought  we  could  pass 
the  postal  code  bill  without  reading  it,  but  I 
was  told  we  must  read  it 

The  Chief  Clerk  continned  the  reading  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  two 
paragraphs  on  page  16,  commencing  at  line 
three  hnndred  and  sixty- two,  and  ending  at 
line  three  hundred  and  sixtv-seven.  They 
have  already  been  placed  nnaer  their  prope? 
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heading  by  an  amendment  that  has  been 
agreed  to*  They  will  be  found  at  the  bottom 
of  page  9.    These  paragraphs  are : 

For  expenses  of  the  aeoretary's  offioe  of  the  Terri- 
tozy  of  Arixona,  rentof  office,  fuel,  liffhts,  printi&ir* 
postage,  storage  of  furniture.  &o.,  $3,000. 

For  expenses  of  the  seejretary's  office  of  the  Terri- 
tory of  Wyoming,  fuel,  lights,  stationery,  postage. 
Ao„  91,200. 

The  PRE6IDING  OFFICER.  These  items 
will  be  stricken  out  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  COLE.  Those  items  were  pot  in  by 
amendments  on  page  9* 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  They  will  be 
stricken  ont  here. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  to  strike  from  the  items 
of^appropriation  for  the  War  Department,  from 
line  three  hundred  and  sixty- nine  to  line  three 
hundred  and  seventy- two,  inclusive,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Civil  establishment : 
For  the  office  of  the  Quartermaster  General,  for 
stationery,  office  furnitnre,  repairs,  and  for  indis- 
pensable mifloellaneoos  items.  $2,500. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  three  hun* 
dred  and  ninety-two,  to  reduce  the  appropri- 
ation for  regular  supplies  for  the  quartermas- 
ter's department  from  $350,000  to  $260,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  four  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight,  to  reduce  the  appro- 
priation for  the  general  and  incidental  ex- 
penses of  the  quartermaster's  department  from 
$350,000  to  $300,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  four  hun- 
dred and  thirty-six,  to  reduce  the  appropri- 
ation for  barracks  and  quarters  occupied  by 
the  Army  from  $750,000  to  $500,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WEST.  Where  the  word  "  ten  "  occurs 
in  Hue  four  hundred  and  fort^-two,  it  is  my 
recollection  that  iu  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations that  sum  was  increased  to  ^Hwenty.'* 

Mr.  COLE.     It  should  be  corrected. 

Mr.  WEST.  It  does  not  increase  the  ap- 
propriation, but  increases  the  discretion  of  the 
Secretary  of  War.  I  move  to  strike  out  *'  ten  " 
and  insert  ^ twenty,"  according  to  the  action 
of  the  .committee;  so  as  to  read  **  no  such 
structures  whose  cost  shall  exceed  $20,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight,  to  strike  out  **$120,000" 
and  insert  '*  $100,000;"  so  as  to  make  the 
appropriation  for  clothing  and  equipage  of  the 
Army  $100,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  we  shall  be  allowed  to 
get  through  with  the  reading  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  S'TEVENSON.  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

The  Secretary  continued  the  reading  of  the 
bill. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  to  strike  ont,  commencing 
in  line  four  hundred  and  sixty-five,  the  follow- 
ing clause : 

For  this  amount,  to  reimburse  tHe  appropriation 
for  subsisting  tbe  Army  with  the  value  of  rations 
issued  b;r  offieers  of  the  Army  for  snbsistinc  Indi- 
ans during  the  fisoal  year  ending  June  30,  1871, 

$282,893  ee. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  four 
hundred  and  eighty-one,  following  the  appro- 
priations for  the  signal  offioe,  to  insert  the  fol- 
lowing proviso  e 

TVovuitd.  That  no  part  of  this  appropriation,  nor 
any  appropriation  for  the  several  Departments  of 
the  Government,  shall  be  expended  for  telegraph- 
ing between  said  Departments  and  their  officers  or 
agents,  except  at  rates  first  to  be  established  by  the 
Postmaster  General,  under  section  two  of  chapter 
two  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  sUtutee  of  1866.  when 
over  lines  subject  thereto. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
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Tbe  next  amendment  was  in  lines  five  hun- 
dred and  seventeen  and  five  hundred  and 
eighteen,  to  increase  the  appropriation  '*  for 
the  Executive  avenue  and  adjacent  grounds, 
recently  inclosed,  for  grading,  paving,  and 
otherwise  completing  the  work  during  the 
fiscal  years  ending  June  80,  1869,  and  June 
80,  1870,"  from  $21,679  48  to  $25,219  26. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  add  after  line 
five  hundred  and  fifty-five  the  words  *Hhis  item 
and  the  two  preceding  items  are  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  80,  1871  ;'*  so  as  to  read : 

Naval  establishment : 

Marine  corps:  for  rent  of  qnarters  for  officers 
where  there  are  no  public  qnarters.  $1^60  18. 

For  forage  for  horses  belonging  to  field  and  staff 
officers  of  the  marines.  $1,447  34. 

For  indispensable  miscellaneous  articles  for  the 
use  of  the  marine  barracks  at  Brooklyn,  New  York, 
and  for  other  posts.  $731  60.    This  item  and  the  two 

5 receding  items  are  tor  the  fisoal  year  ending  June 
>,  1871. 

The  amendm  ent  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  five 
hundred  and  fifty- seven,  to  add  the  following: 

For  hire  of  officers'  quarters  where  there  are  no 
public  quarters,  $8,354. 
For  forage  for  horses  for  field  and  staff  officers, 

For  pny  account  for  per  diem  to  Marine  band. 
$1,500.  This  item  and  the  two  preeoding  items  are 
for  the  fiseai  year  ending  June  SO.  1872. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty- nine,  to  reduce  the  appropria- 
tion **for  completion  of  the  survey  of  a  route 
for  a  ship-canal  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  oceans,  by  the  routes  of  Tehuan tepee 
and  Nicaragua,  with  reports  upon  the  same," 
from  $25,000  to  $20,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendmeat  was  afier  line  five 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  to  insert  the  follow- 
ing: 

Land  Office : 

For  contingent  expenses  of  district  land  offices  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30, 1870.  $5,000. 

To  supply  deficiency  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
expense  of  depositing  public  moneys  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30. 1871.  $8,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendments  were  under  the  head 
of  **  Patent  Office,*'  to  strike  out  in  line  five 
hundred  and  ninety- three  the  word  '*  printing" 
and  insert  ** plates;"  in  line  five  hundred  and 
ninety-seven,  to  strike  out  *^a"  and  insert 
**one;"  to  strike  out  in  lines  five  hundred 
and  ninety-eight,  five  hundred  and  ninety- 
nine,  and  six  hundred  the  words  '*sent  to 
each  of  such  public  libraries,  not  exceeding 
ten  in  each  congressional  district  and  Territory 
as  may  be  designated  by  the  member  of  the 
House  from  sucn  district  or  Territory,"  and  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words  '* furnished  to 
each  Senator,  Representative,  and  Delegate  in 
Congress;  and  four  copies  shall  be  sent  to  such 
public  libraries  as  may  be  designated  by  each 
Senator,  Representative,  and  Delegate,"  and 
to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  the  words 
*'and  all  sums  received  from  such  subscrip- 
tion shall  be,  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  each 
month,  paid  into  the  Treasury;"  so  that  the 
paragraph  will  read: 

Patent  Offioe: 

To  provide  for  the  plates  of  aa  Official  Gaiette  of 
the  Patent  Office  abstraots  of  thedrawinga  of  patents 
issued.  $18.S38,  to  be  expended  under  the  direetion  of 
the  Commissioner  of  Patents :  Provided,  That  one 
copy  of  said  Gasette  shall  be  famished  to  each  Sena- 
tor. Representative,  and  Delegate  in  Conf  rees;  and 
four  copies  shall  be  sent  to  such  public  libraries  as 
may  be  designated  by  eaeh  Senator.  Representative, 
and  Delegate:  Provided  further.  That  a  suhsoriptiou 

Srioe  of  not  less  than  five  dollars  per  annum  for  said 
aiette  shall  be  charged  to  eaeh  subscriber,  and  all 
sums  received  fh>m  such  subscription  shall  be.  on  or 
before  the  1st  day  of  each  month,  paid  into  the 
Treasury. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  after  line  six 
hundred  and  eight,  to  insert  as  a  heading 
**for  the  public  printing." 

The  amendment  was  i^^reed  to. 


The  next  ameadment  was  to  inaert  afier 
line  six  hundred  and  thirteen  %hm  folio vix^: 

Census: 
To  supply  a  deflcienw  in  tlM  apprwiatioa  1m 
the  expenses  of  the  ninth  censaa.  t20,00(i. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  six  bus 
dred  and  forty-four,  to  strike  oat  the  wcr^ 
*' engine-room  of  the  House  of  Repreaeota 
tives,"   and  to  insert   ^'  south   wing  o(  u- 
Capitol;"  so  as  to  read: 

For  the  purpose  of  buying  and  puttins  is  pl 
new  boiler,  water-tank,  and 


in  the 
south  wing  of  the  Capitol.  $10,000. 

And  at  the  end  of  the  paragtmph  to  boike 

out  the  following  proviso : 

Provided,  That  in  the  adjostment  of  the  aeeovcti 
of  F.  W.  Clemens,  late  disbursing  a«eat  of  tbe  Capt 
tol  extension,  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Tnt^zn 
are  hereby  authorised  and  directed  to  allov  bim'^ 
sum  of  $800,  to  be  paid  from  tbe  appro|>riatioa«fa«cv- 
tofore  made  for  expenses  of  tb«  ninth  ectisaa,» 
compensation  for  increased  responsibility  asd  lM.\^  r 
in  disbursing  sidd  appropriations  CroB  Ocu^er  1 
1870.  to  September  IS.  1871. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  frcs 

line  six  hundred  and  eighty-nine  to  line  six 

hundred  and  ninety-eight,  as  follows: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be.  asi  hr 
hereby  is.  authorised  to  expend  for  the  remoTal  if 
Chippewa  Indians  to  the  White  Sarth  Lake  rwerr»- 
tion.  in  Minnesota,  for  their  suhsistenee  fm  rs 
months  after  their  removal,  and  for  improremect> 
on  the  said  reservation,  the  unexpended  balai^e  -^J 
appropriations  heretofore  made  for  snch  remoi  si. 
subsistence,  &c.,  and  now  on  the  books  of  the  TrsM- 
ury  Department,  amounting  in  the  accregaie  r. 
$^,079  44. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  would  inqnire  why  tk- 
committee  propose  to  strike  this  out? 

Mr.  COLE.  Because  it  was  not  needed.  I 
believe  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  on  th« 
committee  had  that  matter  in  charwe. 

Mr.  ST£VEN80N.  I  was  not  tn  favor  of 
striking  it  ont.  I  was  in  the  minority  on  iha: 
question.     I  am  for  retaining  the  claose. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  believe  the  identical  item  i- 
in  the  Indian  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  it  is  in  the  Indian  IVJi, 
of  course  that  is  a  sufficient  reason  for  striking 
it  out  here. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  that  is  the  reasco. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  it  is  in  the  other  bill 
of  course  it  ought  to  be  stricken  out  of  this. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  We  foand  it  was  dupli 
cated,  I  am  quite  certain. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     The  que* 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  reported  bj  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    I  ask  leave  to  refer  ao 

amendment  to  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations, that  they  may  consider  it.  li  is  as 
amendment  I  suggestea  some  time  ago  €ot  fore; 
additional  temporary  clerks  in  the  Land  Ofic«. 
I  want  the  chairman  of  the  committee  es^ie 
cially,  or  some  member  of  the  committee,  nov 
to  investigate  it.  I  shall  more  it  to-morrsv 
on  the  bill,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
has  signified  to  me  that  he  wanted  me  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  it.  So  I  send 
it  to  the  Committee  on  Approprintions  now 
that  they  may  examine  iuto  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend 
ment  will  be  received  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations.  The  readiog 
of  the  bill  will  proceed. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  or. 
Appropriations  was  to  strike  out  the  followiri 
clause  from  line  six  hundred  and  ninety^niap 
to  line  seven  hundred  and  two : 

For  this  amount,  or  so  mueh  thereof  as  mi^  be 
neoesMkry.  for  subsistias  the  Navalo  In^Uaas  la  New 
Mexico,  for  the  flieal  year  endinc  Jane  90.  l^TS. 
$6,000. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  inquire  why  that  is  to  be 
stricken  out ;  what  reason  the  committee  hav« 
for  it? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  may  not  be  able  to  givevtsy 
satisfhctonr  reasons  in  regard  to  it.  The  S»- 
ator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Wbst]  examined  the 
nMHsr. 
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Mr.  WEST.  The  withdrawal  of  that  amount 
waa  assented  to  by  the  CommissioDer  of  In- 
dian Affairs. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  seven 
hondred  and  thirteen,  to  strike  ont  the  word 
'^Mink'-  and  insert  **  Milk/'  so  as  to  read 
'*  the  Indians  at  the  Milk  Iliver  agency.  V 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk  continued  the  reading  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  wish  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
whether  the  clause  found  in  lines  seven  hun* 
dred  and  twenty- eight  to  seven  hundred  and 
thirty- four  is  the  same  provision  that  was  in- 
serted in  a  previous  Indian  bill  as  the  result  of 
some  discussion  in  the  Senate?  My  colleague 
will  remember  the  discussion  in  the  last  Con- 
stress  which  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  a  pro- 
vision much  more  at  large  than  this  one. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  remember  that  we 
have  incorporated  this  provision  in  any  bill  at 
[.his  session. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Not  at  this  session,  I 
know,  but  at  a  previous  session. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  thought  my  colleague  was 
-eferring  to  what  occurred  the  other  day. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.    No. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  such  a  provision  was 
Adopted  a  year,  ago  in  substance. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  If  it  is  the  same  pro- 
vision in  substance  I  am  satisfied,  because  I 
bought  that  it  was  the  result  of  a  good  deal 
>f  discassion  then,  and  was  very  nearly  right. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  honorable  Senator 
vill  pardon  me  for  suggesting  that  that  law, 
iccording  to  my  memory,  provides  that  no 
>erson  shall  be  allowed  any  compensation 
»iher  than  what  may  be  approved  by  the  Sec- 
etary  of  the  Interior.  This  would  cut  off  all 
sompensation ;  bat  it  is  probable  that  this 
applies  to  an  appropriation  of  money  due  that 
vould  require  no  services  from  an  agent.  I 
lid  not  hear  the  proviso  read. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    It  does  not  cnt  off  all 

lompensatiou.     It  only  allows  the  person  who 

eceivea  the  money  to  carry  ont  his  own  con* 

racis  with  his  own  attorney ;  it  provides  that 

he  attorney  shall  not  step  in  between  the  per- 

on  for  whom  it  is  intended,  to  take  the  money 

efore  he  gets  it.     It  is  to  make  the  attorney 

>ok  to  his  client.    That  is  all. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     I  should  like  to  hear  it 

ead«agaio. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  proviso,  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  no  person  shall  reeeive  any  part  of 
le  money  appropriated  by  this  act  for  any  services 
r  pretended  serrices  as  attorney,  eonntelor,  or 
rent,  for  any  tribe,  or  Indian,  or  Indians,  for  whom 
ay  part  of  these  appropriations  are  made.  Any 
srsoD  violating  this  provision  shall  be  deemed  ffuilty 
*  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  fined  in  double  the 
no  ant  so  reeeived. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  meaning  of  this 
^ems  to  be  clear  enough.  This  not  only  outs 
f  any  attorney's  fees  for  these  Indians,  bat 
r  all  Indians. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    It  ought  to;  let  them  get 
out  of  the  Indians. 

Mr.  POMEROY.    This  provides  thata  man 
mnot  be  paid  for  his  services  to  any  Indians. 
Mr.   EDMUNDS.     No;  that  the  Govern- 
ent  shall  not  pay  him. 
Mr.  COLE.     Under  this  act. 
Mr.  POMEROY.     If  it  is  confined  to  this 
(be,  I  have  no  objection.     I  do  notxsareany- 
ing  about  it  in  any  event,  bat  it  ought  to  be 
tofined  to  this  particular  tribe. 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  do  not  think  it  ought 
'  any  means.     The  only  thing  is  jnst,  as  in 
e    pension  laws,  where  we  give  money  to 
no  rant  and  feeble  people,  to  declare  that  no 
»wer  of  attorney  shall  authorize  some  white 
?in  to  go  to  the  Treasury  and  take  the  money 
d  then  settle  with  the  Indian  bairds.    It  pro- 
Jes  that  the  Indian  shall  get  the  money  and 
en   settle  with  hts  white  man.     That  is  it, 
d  I  think  it  is  right. 
Mr.  CASSERLY.     With  the  anderstanding 


that  this  proviso  applies  to  all  appropriations 
made  for  the  benent  of  the  Indians  in  this  act 
I  am  in  favor  of  it.  My  anxiety  was  lest  this 
proviso  might  not  have  been  quite  as  broad  and 
as  strong  as  a  similar  provision  which  we 
adopted  at  a  previous  session  of  Congress. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  do  not  think  it  is;  but 
this,  I  suppose,  will  not  repeal  the  other  law. 

Mr.  CASSERLY*  I  presume  not,  because 
this  refers  only  to  the  appropriations  made  by 
this  particular  act. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  is  all. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  reading 
of  the  bill  will  continue. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Before  we  leave  the  In- 
dian part  of  this  bill  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  chairman  to  the  provision  as  to  the 
Apache  Indians,  from  line  seven  hundred  and 
three  down  to  line  seven  hundred  and  six. 
where  the  sum  of  $125,000  is  appropriatea 
for  them.  In  the  general  Indian  bill  there 
was  a  provision  in  regard  to  the  appropriation 
for  the  Apaches  that  seemed  to  me  entirely 
right.  It  was,  in  substance,  that  the  appro- 
priation made  should  inure  to  the  benefit  only 
of  such  Apaches  as  went  upon  the  reserva- 
tions and  peacefully  staid  there. 

There  may  be  some  reason  in  the  nature 
of  this  bill,  it  being  a  deficiency  bill,  why  a 
similar  provision  should  not  be  inserted  here ; 
but  if  tl^re  is  no  such  reason,  I  think  it  onght 
to  be  inserted.  In  other  words,  knowing  what 
we  all  know  of  the  peculiar  nature  of  the 
Apaches,  and  how  much  they  differ  in  their 
untamable  wildness  and  turbulence  from  per- 
haps any  other  tribe  of  Indians  with  whom  we 
have  had  to  deal,  it  seems  to  me  entirely  ri|;ht 
as  to  them  that  there  should  be  a  provision 
that  any  appropriation  made  for  their  benefit 
shall  operate  only  so  far  as  they  remain  at 
peace  and  abide  quietly  on  their  reservations. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suggest  that  probably  this 
will  not  be  expended  unless  upon  Indians  of 
that  pecaliar  character,  those  upon  the  reser- 
vations, not  upon  those  who  are  roaming 
about.  But  if  my  oolleague  chooses  to  offer 
an  amendment  of  that  sort,  I  do  not  know 
that  the  committee  will  have  any  particular 
objection  to  iL    I  shall  have  none  myself. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  should  offer  as  an 
amendment  the  same  proviso  that  was  in- 
claded  in  the  Indian  bill  which  we  passed  the 
other  day,  to  insert  after  the  words  *'  Apache 
Indians  of  Arizona  and  New  Mexico,^'  the 
words  **who  shall  be  upon  the  reservations 
and  peacefully  remain  there." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  that  is  a  little  too 
stringent.  It  might  be  necessary  to  feed  some 
of  them  that  were  not  on  reservations.  They 
might  be  at  a  military  post,  near  a  fort,  or 
they  mig^t  be  on  the  way  to  a  reservation,  or 
we  might  have  no  reservation  on  which  to  put 
some  of  these  bands.  If  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator would  modify  it  so  as  to  prohibit  payment 
to  any  hostile  Apaohes,  I  would  not  oDJecL 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  It  might  be  added,  then, 
after  my  amendment, ''  or  who  shall  otherwise 
observe  peaceful  relations  with  the  United 
States." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  will  make  it  complete. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qnes- 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
California  as  modified. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. . 

The  Chief  Clerk  continued  the  reading  of 
the  bill. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  in'  line  seven  hundred  and 
fifty-two,  in  the  clause  making  appropriations 
to  enable  the  commissioners  for  the  revision 
of  the  statutes  of  the  United  States  to  expe- 
dite the  work  and  furnish  clerical  and  other  . 
assistance,  to  strike  out  $9,000  and  insert 
$8,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Although  not  perhaps 
strictly  in  order,  1  think  we  had  better  strike 
out  the  elaase  allowing  the  appropriation  for 


the  commissioners  to  run  beyond  the  fiscal 
year.  We  have  now  adopted  the  wise  policy 
of  having  no  appropriation,  scarcely,  continue 
beyond  the  reguUr  year,  so  that  we  know 
what  is  spent  every  year  by  the  appropriation. 
I  am  opposed  to  having  even  this  little  appro- 
priation of  $8,000  continue  beyond  the  regu- 
lar fiscal  year.  I  move  to  strike  out  the  pro- 
viso in  these  words : 

Promdedt  That  this  appropriation  shall  eontioue* 
available  mitll  the  oomplotion  of  the  work. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to 

The  Chief  Clerk  continued  the  reading  of 
the  bill. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  was  in  line  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-eight,  in 'the  clause  making  an  appropri- 
ation to  enable  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  pay  the  judgment  entered  by  the  circuit 
court  for  the  northern  district  of  Florida,  in 
the  case  of  Theqdore  T.  Edgerton  against 
Jesse  W.  Culpeper,  deputy  collector  and  in- 
spector of  customs,  at  Cedar  Keys,  to  insert 
the  words  **  in  his  discretion ''  after  the  words 
**  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.*' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  sec- 
tion two  in  the  following  words  : 

That  the  proper  acoountinc  officers  be,  and  here- 
by are.  authorised  add  required,  in  the  settlement 
of  all  accooBts  for  the  services  of  laborers,  work- 
men, and  mechanics  employed  by  or  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  between  the 
25th  day  of  June.  1868,  the  date  of  the  aot  oonstitut- 
ioff  eight  hours  a  day  s  work' for  all  such  laborers, 
workmen,  and  meobanioi,  and  the  19th  day  of  May. 
1869,  the  date  of  the  proclamation  of  the  President 
ooDoeming  such  pay,  to  settle  and  pay  for  the  same, 
without  redttotion  on  aooount  of  reduction  of  hoars 
of  labor  by  saUl  act,  and  a  suHleient  sum  for  said 
purpose  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of  any  money  in 
the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated :  Ptcvided. 
That  no  part  of  the  money  hereby  appropriatea 
shall  be  paid  to  anymeohanics  or  laborers  who  have 
already  been  paid  for  eight  hoars'  labor  four  fifths 
as  much  as  the  amount  which  was  paid  to  like 
laborers  and  mechanics  for  tea  hours'  labor. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following : 

That  there  shall  be  paid  to  the  policemen,  oilers, 
and  shop-tenders  who  were  employed  at  the  Spring- 
field armory,  in  Massachusetts,  on  and  after  the  JOtn 
day  of  Jaly.  1668,  the  soois,  respeotively,  by  which 
their  wages  were  reduced  by  order  of  the  War 
Department  under  the  eight-hoar  law,  so  called. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations are  disposed  of. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment for  the  panose  of  having  it  printed  and 
referred  to  Uie  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  wUl  be 
printed  and  referred. 

Mr.  WILSON.  Do  I  understand  that  the 
amendment  on  the  thirty-third  page  has  been 
agreed  to? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    It  has  been. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  move  a  reconsideration  of 
that.    I  did  not  notice  iL 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  the  question  be  put 
again. 

Mr.  WILSON.    I  ask  that  it  be  reserved. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  ask  leave,  by  consent 
of  the  committee,  on  page  20,  afler  line  four 
hundred  and  sixty-four,  to  insert  an  amend- 
ment which  I  ask  to  have  printed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment will  beprinted. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wish  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment of  which  I  have  spoken  to  the  members 
of  the  committee,  and  I  think  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  it  there  or  elsewhere.  I  offer  it 
as  conveniently  as  anywhere  to  come  in  on  the 
fourteenth  page,  after  line  three  hundred  and 
eight.    I  will  read  it: 

To  pay  the  deficiency  in  the  salary  of  the  deputy 
treasurer  of  the  assay  office  in  New  Tork  for  the 
current  year,  $1,500. 

I  can  state  in  one  moment  how  this  arises. 
Under  the  law  as  it  stands  the  salary  is  $3,000, 
but  under  a  general  provision  of  law  the  Attor- 
ney General  nas  held  Uiat  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasnry  had  a  right  to  add  $1,600,  making 
it  $4,600.      Under  that  understanding  and 
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arrangement,  this  officer  performed  for  the 
current  year  his  duties.  Therefore,  to  cut 
down  the  salary  now  or  refuse  to  make  the 
appropriation  now  is  to  denv  him  $1,500  of 
the  salary  he  has  earned  for  the  year  which  will 
end  on  the  30th  of  June.  This  is  to  correct 
that  injustice,  leaving  the  future  untouched,  so 
that  if  Congress  choose  at  the  commencement 
of  the  next  fiscal  year  to  reduce  this  salary 
to  $8,000,  Mr.  Edleman,  a  man  of  usefulness 
and  accomplishments,  being  unwilling  as  he 
will  be  to  serve  for  that  salary,  can  seek  em- 
ployment elsewhere.  That  is  an  option  which 
Congress  will  retain.  The  purpose  of  my  pres- 
ent amendment  is  simply  to  provide  for  pay- 
ing the  salary  actually  earned  during  the  fiscal 
year  under  the  law  and  the  understanding  of 
-  the  Department.  I  think  no  member  of  the 
committee  has  any  objection  to  it,  and  I  think 
no  member  of  the  Senate  will  object  to  it.  I 
have  here  a  letter  from  the  sub-Treasurer 
explaining  it,  which  I  do  not  read  because  it 
will  consume  time. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  wish  to  offer  a  verbal 
amendment.  In  line  four  hundred  and  sixty- 
three  1  move  to  insert,  after  the  word  *  trans- 
porting," the  word  **State,"  and  after  the  word 
•*troop8,''  to  strike  out  the  word  "for"  and 
insert  ** which  were  used  in ;"  so  as  to  read, 
''and  transporting  State  troops  which  were 
used  in  the  defense  of  the  United  States,"  &c. 
It  is  a  verbal  amendment  only. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS:  It  may  be  more  than 
verbal.     Let  the  clause  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  payment  of  any  balance  due.  or  to  be  found 
due.  dariDK  the  present  fiscal  year,  to  any  State,  for 
costs,  ooarges.  and  expenses  contemplated  and  pro- 
vidcJ  for  in  and  by  the  act  approved  July  27. 1861. 
peine  an  act  to  indemnify  certain  States  for  expenses 
mcttrred  by  them  in  enrolling,  equipping, and  trans- 

Sorting  troops  for  the  defense  of  the  United  States 
uring  the  late  rebellion,  $1,000,000, 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Although  this  is  a  verbal 
amendment,  as  my  friend  says,  it  is  an  amend- 
ment of  very  great  importance.     It  changes 
altogether  what  we  have  hitherto  done  as  a 
rule,  and  for  the  transportation  of  any  State 
militia  by  the  State  authorities  themselves, 
who  were  used  in  defending  the  United  States, 
as  all  militia  must  be  under  the  Constitution, 
although  at  the  same  time  they  were  defending 
their  own  State  and  preserving  order  in  their 
own  State,  it  makes  the  Treasury  responsible. 
If  you  adopt  that  principle  there  are  a  great 
many  millions  of  money  that  will  be  due  to 
a  great  many  of  the  States  under  all  sorts 
of  circumstances  in  a  way  that  we  have  not 
yet  contemplated  as  among  the  duties  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  to  respond  for. 
Therefore,  I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  My  friend  from  Ver- 
mont is  for  once  mistaken.  He  is  generally 
exceedingly  accurate  in  all  his  propositions. 
This  amendment  I  took  from  the  law  which  I 
hold  in  my  hand,  and  I  will  read  the  law  to 
show  that  the  proposition  in  the  bill  is  defect- 
ive. The  amendment  proposes  to  comply 
with  the  law.  ^ 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     What  law ? 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  The  law  approved  July 
27,  1861.  That  appropriation  on  the  27th  day 
of  July,  1861,  expired  on  the  80th  day  of  June 
last  An  amendment  has  been  proposed  by 
the  Senator  from  Iowa,  not  now  in  his  place, 
to  extend  that  appropriation.  Now  I  will 
read  that  law  of  July  27,  1861,  which  expired 
on  the  30th  of  June,  and  the  operation  of 
which  is  proposed  to  be  continued  by  this 
clause  from  line  four  hundred  and  fifly- seven 
to  line  four  hundred  and  sixty-four.  That 
act  is: 


The  State  troops — 


It  I 


That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  directed,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  pay  to  the  Governor 
of  any  State,  or  to  his  duly  aatborised  agents,  the 
costs,  charges  and  expenses  properly  incurred  by 
such  State  for  enrolling,  subsisting,  clothing,  sup- 
fta  tmo  *^™'°**  equipping,  paying,  and  transporting 


employed  in  aiding  to  sapprev  the  present  in- 
surrection against  the  United  Statos.  to  be  settled 
upon  proper  vouchers  to  be  filed  and  passed  upon 
by  the  proper  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury." 

If  the  Senator  prefers  it,  I  will  take  this  act 
and  re^nact  it.  My  amendment  only  proposes 
to  reSnact  that  law.  This  act  says  that  it  shall 
be  for  transporting  State  troops  '*  employed  in 
aiding  to  suppress  the  present  insurrection 
against  the  United  States.''  I  have  made  it 
rather  stronger.  I  have  said  that  they  must  be 
in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  not  only 
in  aiding  them,  but  absolutely  in  the  service. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  My  honorable  friend  from 
Kentucky,  as  he  always  is,  is  very  happy  in 
the  adroitness  of  his  termioologv ;  but  in  sub- 
stance he  is  again  greatly  mistaken.    The  act 
to  which  he  refers  was  passed,  as  he  says,  in 
1861,  and  does  use,  as  he  sa^ s,  the  words  '*  its 
troops."    By  the  construction  of  the  Depart- 
ment, acquiesced  in  by  every  State  so  far — 
there  may  be  a  possible  exception,  but  as  a 
rule  I  do  not  know  any  exception — the  words 
*MtB  troops'*   were  not  understood  to  mean 
State  troops  in  the  sense  of  militia,  but  were 
understooa  to  mean  its  volunteers  raised  under 
the  call  of  the  President  and  transmitted  to 
the  seat  of  actual  hostilities.     Upon  that  basis 
my  own  State  has  been  paid  some  sums  of 
money  for  that  sort  of  service.    It  has  not 
been  paid  other  sums  of  money  where  it  has 
transferred  its  own  militia  from  one  part  of 
the  State  to  another  at  great  expense  in  1864, 
when  rebellion  was  organized  in  Canada  as 
well  as  in  the  southern  States  to  make  forays 
upon  our  border,  for  the  reason  that  every- 
body understood,  and  I  think  rightly  under- 
stood, that  the  meaning  of  the  act  of  1861  in 
using  the  words  '*  its  troops  "  was  to  apply  to 
those  troops  that  were  raised  under  the  call  of 
the  President  to  go  out  of  their  State,  or,  if 
serving  in  it,  to  serve  in  the  theater  of  war  as 
volunteers  under  the  authority  of  the  Union, 
and  subject  to  its  commands  in  repressing  the 
rebellion. 

Now,  the  languaee  that  myfnend  has  used, 
'Hhe  State  troops,''  is  an  entirely  different 
thing,  as  it  appears  to  me.    Then,  in  addition 
to   that,  this  act  of  1861,  whatever  it  may 
mean,  has  not  expired ;  it  is  in  force  at  this 
moment.    The  only  thing  is,  that  there  is  no 
money  now  which  can  be  expended  for  that 
Durpose  until  Congress  shall  appropriate  it. 
Now,  in  order  to  put  the  proper  construction 
upon  the  act  of  1861,  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives has  used  the'  language  that  it  has 
in  this  act  which  has  been  read,  and  that  is, 
to  indemnify  the  States  for  expenses  incurred 
by  them  in  these  operations,  and  in  transport- 
ing troops  for  the  defense  or  the  United  States 
during  the  late  rebellion.    The  word  '"its" 
has  no  special  significance  either  way  in  this 
connection.    It  would  be  just  as  well  with 
'^its  troops,"  or  without,  because  they  did  not 
transport  any  other  troops  except  their  own 
troops,  and  their  own  troops  by  the  settled 
construction  of  this  statute  are  those  volun- 
teer troops  that  the  President  called  for  and 
that  were  brought  into  the  national  defense, 
and  it  does  not  apply  to  the  State  troops  ptr  se 
by  that  name,  to  nominej  who  were  paid  by 
the  Governors  of  the  States  in  preserving  the 
peace  of  the  States,  and  repressing  incursions 
into  them,  as  every  State  is  bound  on  its  own 
account,  so  to  speak,  to  do ;  or  whether  it  is 
bound  or  not,  it  opens  an  entirely  foreign 
question.    Therefore,  with  all  submission  to 
my  honorable  friend,  I  submit  we  had  better 
not  adopt  this  amendment 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  It  happened  to  be 
either  my  good  or  bad  fortune  while  Governor 
of  the  Slate  of  Kentucky  to  have  a  good  deal 
of  practical  knowledge  on  this  subject,  in  con- 
sequence of  a  regulation  of  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, by  Mr.  Chase,  in  his  constructiou  of 
this  act  of  1861,  as  follows: 

'*  It  is  only  for  expenditures  on  account  of  the 
troops,  officers,  or  men,  that  have  been,  or  may  be, 
mustered  and  received  into  or  aetoaUy  employed 


in  the  service  of  the  United  Staies  that  .......,.^ 

ments  will  be  made;  nor  will  any  reiabarsemem Im 
made  by  the  United  States  of  expenaee  iDcvrrtid  it 
organising,  eqaipping.  and  maintaioiDs  iroo^i  h- 
Suite  purposes  or  bome-gnarda,  whether  called  ci. 
by  State  or  local  authority,  unless  nieh  troop*  we^ 
called  out  and  sueh  expenses  iacarred  at  xu 
request  or  under  the  aathoritj  of  the  Presidefit  k- 
the  Secretary  of  War." 

That  led  to  difficulty.  The  question  wu 
referred  to  Mr.  Stanton,  then  Secreiary  (^ 
War.  He  decided  that  it  waa  not  necessary. 
as  now  claimed  by  the  Senator  from  Vermoeu 
that  they  should  be  called  oni  either  by  t^ 
Secretary  of  War  or  by  the  Preadeet,  but  tim 
in  any  sudden  emergency  where  State  troops 
were  already  organized,  and  a  commaadiax 
general  like  Uenend  Sherman,  or  those  in  eon 
mand  in  any  of  the  western  States,  shall  c»J 
them  out,  without  having  time  to  commnnicau 
or  call  for  home  guards  or  State  troops,  tb«y 
were  entitled  to  be  paid,  and  they  were  paid 
Now,  my  friend  supposed,  from  some  iotisa 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  I  think 
he  said  the  other  day,  that  this  only  appUed  lo 
one  case.  If  he  understood  the  Secretary  c: 
the  Treasury  arighU  both  he  and  the  Secreuiy 
are  mistaken,  as  I  propose  to  show  by  :^ 
records  of  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Why,  Mr.  President,  whra 
and  where  did  I  ever  say  I  bad  any  intiinaooa 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnrr  aboo:  ii: 
Mr.  STEVENSON.     I  beg  my  friend's  par- 
don if  he  did  not ;  I  take  it  all  back. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  have  no  recollectioB 
of  it. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Probably  it  was  in  the 
committee- room  that  he  stated  that  he  bad 
heard  in  some  way  that  there  was  a  diffic:ilty 
about  this  matter;  but  I  take  it  ail  back  ifj^j 
friend  says  I  am  mistaken. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     If  the  Senator  wUl  par 
don  me,  what  I  said  was  said  in  another  place, 
and  in  a  place  where  our  disenssions  are  not 
usually  brought  into  this  body. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Certainlj ,-  and  I  woold 
not  have  referred  to  it  at  all  if  i  had  thosiht 
of  that. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Certainly    not;   and   I 
make  no  criticism  upon  it,  becaose  I  know  the 
purity  of  my  friend's  motives,   and   that    he 
would  not  undertake  to  step  over  the  boundary 
in  the  least  degree.     I  did  say  in  a  place  tfca: 
shall  be  nameless,  where  it  is  proper  to  dis- 
cuss such  a  thing,  in  respect  to  a  certain  daia 
of  the  State  of  Kentuckyi  that  I  had  under 
stood,  I  did  not  say  how,  and  not  because  I 
wished  to  conceal  anything,   bat  I   did*  net 
remember;  but  I  had  in  some  way  got  the 
idea  that  there  was  a  dispated  queetioa  re- 
specting the  propriety  of  the  allowaoce  that 
bad  been  made  on  the  80th  of  June,  1871,  if 
that  was  the  day,  of  a  little  oyer  half  a  million 
dollars  to  the  State  of  Kentncky  ofwn  the 
ground  that  some  portion  of  it  did  not  fal: 
within  the  proprieties  of  administration  wfatt.ii 
we  had  hitherto  obseired ;  and,  therefore,  ihai 
in  respect  to  that  claim,  it  would  be  just,  sop- 
posing  I  were  right,  to  have  the  matter  reex- 
amined.   I  pronounce  no  opinion  now  npos 
whether  that  is  right  or  wrong.     That  is  an- 
other question.     That  is  all  I  think  1  said. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  accept  the  explana- 
tion of  my  friend  from  Vermont.  I  regret 
that  I  alluded  to  it.  It  was  with  no  porpoie 
of  carrying  this  amendment,  bat  only  inci- 
dentally. 

Now,  let  us  oome  hack  to  the  qeestioo 
whether  the  amendment  proposed  by  me  is 
not  in  accordance  with  the  exact  law  of  1S6L 
My  friend  says  that  law  is  still  in  force.  My 
remembrance  is  that  there  is  an  express  iaw. 
I  think  I  cannot  be  mistaken,  that  the  appro 
priation  under  it  was  to  cease  afier  the  &tb 
of  June,  1871. 

Mr.  EDM  UNDS.  If  my  friend  wiU  pardos 
nie,  that  only  arose  in  conseoneDce  of  oor 
directing  that  all  unexpended  balances  of  tp- 
propriations  should  be  turned  into  the  Tresa- 
ury.  There  is  no  provision  that  this  act  ot 
the  force  of  it,  shall  eeaseata^jrtinM,!  think. 
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Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  did  not  expect  this 
qaestioD  to  arise  now.  I  do  not  mk  for  a 
vote  on  the  amendment.  I  only  ask  that 
both  amendments  be  printed.  One  has  been 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  I  ask  that  the 
Ust  amendment  offered  by  me  be  printed, 
so  that  ia  a  full  Senate  we  can  see  whether, 
in  our  philology,  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
is  right,  or  I  am  right.  I  know  he  thiDks  he 
is  right,  and  I  think  I  am.  Perhaps  he  is 
right;  but  I  do  not  think  so;  and  I  regard 
it  so  simple  a  question  with  this  act  before 
us  that  my  amendment  is  really  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  purpose  of  the  law  of  1861 
which  it  is  the  object  of  this  clause  to  continue. 
I  therefore  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  ask  to  have  his  amendment  printed? 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    Tes,  sir. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  order 
will  be  made  if  there  be  no  objection.  The 
Senator  from  Kentucky  moves  that  the  Senate 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  fat  five 
o'clock  and  fifty* four  minutes  p.  m.)  tne  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monday,  AprU  16,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butlkb,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  last  was  read  and 
approved. 

ORDBR  OF  BU8IMBS8. 

The  SPEAKER.  .  This  being  Monday,  the 
6r8t  business  in  order  during  the  mornin|^  hour 
is  the  calling  of  the  States  and  Territones  for 
the  introduction  of  bills  and  joint  resolutions 
for  reference  to  their  appropriate  committees, 
Dot  to  be  brought  back  into  the  House  by 
motions  to  reconsider.  Under  this  call  memo- 
rials and  resolutions  of  State  and  territorial 
Legislatures  may  be  presented  for  printing  and 
reference.  The  morning  hour  now  begins,  at 
four  minutes  after  twelve  o'clock. 

WILLIAM  E.  0A8WBLL. 

Mr.  HALE  introduced  a  bill  CH,  R.  No. 
2268)  for  the  relief  of  William  B.  Caswell ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

JAMBS  M.  HAGAR. 

Mr.  FRYE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2259)  for  the  relief  of  James  M.  Hagar ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  with  the 
accompanving  papers  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CLAIMS  or  NKW  HAMP8HIRB. 

Mr.  BELL  introduced  a  joint  resolution'(H. 
B.  No.  138)  for  adjusting  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Afifairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTORS,  ETC. 

Mr.  WILLARD  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2260)  to  regulate  the  manner  of  counting 
the  votes  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the' Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

MORNING  LIGHT  AND  LOUISIANA  BELLE. 

Mr.  BANKS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2261)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  compensation  to  the  captors  of 
the  steamers  Morning  Light  and  Louisiana 
Belle  during  the  late  war :  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AMERICAN  SEAMEN. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  presented 
resolutions  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
MaBaachosetts,  relating  to  American  seamen  i 


which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NEW  LAND  DISTRICTS. 

Mr.  EETCHAM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2262)  relating  to  the  creation  of  new  land 
districts :  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DEPOT,  ETC.,  PLATTBBUttO,  NEW  TORE. 

Mr.  ROGERS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2263)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to  sell 
certain  land  at  Plattsburg,  New  York,  for  depot 
and  right  of  way ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CATTARAUGUS  AND  ALLEGHANY  INDIANS. 

Mr.  SESSIONS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2264)  to  authorise  the  Cattaraugus  and  Alle- 
ghany Indians,  in  New  York,  to  lease  lands 
and  confirm  leases ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred,  with  accompanying 
papers  to  the  Comn&ittee  on  Indian  Affaivs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

STATEN  ISLAND  CUANNEL. 

Mr.  BIRD  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  Le^slature  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
respecting  the  improvement  of  the  channel 
between  Staten  Island  and  New  Jersey ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

CHILDREN  OF  DAVID  A.  ARBNS. 

Mr.  STORM  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2266)  granting  a  pension  to  the  minor  chil- 
dren of  David  A.  Arens,  deceased,  late  a  pri- 
vate in  comoany  E,  eighty-first  regiment  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  beprinted. 

STAFF  OFFICERS  IN  THE  NAVY. 

Mr.  RANDALL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2266)  to  construe  certain  acts  relating  to 
the  relative  rank  of  staff  officers  in  the  Navy ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

DONATION  OF  CONDEMNED  CANNON. 

Mr.  RANDALL  also  inUoduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2267)  donating  condemned  cannon  to  the 
second  regiment  (infantry)  National  Guards 
of  Philadelphia ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FUNDS  DUE  BT  WISCONSIN. 

Mr.  RANDALL  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2268)  to  direct  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States  to  collect  certain  funds 
in  custody  of  the  authorities  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  belonging  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CATHARINE  SPANOT. 

Mr.  B.  F.  MEYERS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2269)  to  grant  a  pension  to  Catharine 
Spangy,  widow  of  Adam  Spangy,  late  a  private 
in  company  B,  sixty-first  regiment  Pennsylva- 
nia volunteers;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ENOCH  JOHN. 

Mr.  B.  F.  MEYERS  also  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2270)  granting  a  pension  to  Enoch 
John,  son  and  heir  of  William  John,  a  soldier 
of  the  war  of  the  Revolution ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  with  accom- 
pan;^ing  papers  to.  the  Committee  on  Rev- 
olutionary Pensions  and  War  of  1812,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

LIGHT  BATTERY  MISSISSIPPI  MARINE  BRIGADE. 

Mr.  McJUNKIN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2271). to  enable  the  light  battery  Missis- 


sippi marine  brigade  to  collect  the  balance  of 
$800  Government  bounty ;  which  was  read  a* 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BURKE  AND  KUNKEL. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Virginia,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  2272)  for  the  relief  of  Burke 
&  Eunkel,  for  pig  iron  taken  by  agent  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

B.  D.  BRANTLEY,  OF  GEORGIA. 

Mr.  McINTYRE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2273)  to  remove  the  political  disabilities 
of  B.  D.  Brantley,  of  Pierce  county,  Georgia ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF   DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  WHITELEY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2274)  to  relieve  certain  citizens  of  Geor- 
gia from  political  disabilities  ;  which  was  read 
a  first  ana  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

JOSEPH  D.  m'OLUSKET. 

Mr.  SLOSS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2275)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  D.  McCluskey : 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  tihe  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

ANDREW  W.  JOHNSON. 

Mr.  HAYS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2276)  for  the  relief  of  Andrew  W .  Johnson ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRIVATE  LAND  SALES. 

Mr.  TURNER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2277)  to  authorize  the  United  States  Land  Com- 
missioner to  bid  for  and  to  purchase  private 
land  sold  at  public  auction,  and  to  subdivide 
the  same  and  sell  to  the  landed  citizens  of  the 
United  States  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  such 
lands ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  SELMA,  ALABAMA. 

Mr.  TURNER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2278)  for  the  construction  of  a  public 
building  in  tne  city  of  Selma,  Alabama,  to  be 
used  for  custom-house,  post  office,  revenue 
office,  and  other  purposes  of  the  United  States ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF   DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  TURNER  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2279)  for  the  removal  of  the  political 
disabilities  of  James  D.  Craig,  A.  D.  Braziel, 
G.  W.  Gogle,  and  J.  P.  Jones,  citizens  of 
Alabama ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ACTIONS  IN  COURT  OF  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  BARRY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No. 
2281)  relating  to  certain  actions  in  the  Court 
of  Claims ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revision 
of  the  Laws  of  the  United  States,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

J.  0.  DAVIS,  MISSISSIPPI. 

Mr.  HARRIS,  of  Mississippi,  introduced  a 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2280)  to  remove  the  political 
disabilities  of  J.  C.  Davis,  of  Marshall  county, 
Mississippi ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JAMES  m'quaid. 

Mr.  SHELDON  introduced  a  bill  fH.  R. 
No.  2282)  for  the  relief  of  James  McQuaid; 
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which  was  read  a  first  and  second  timC)  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PAUL  0.  HBBERT. 

Mr.  MOREY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2283)  for  the  removal  of  the  political  disabili- 
ties of  Paul  0.  Heb^rt,  of  Louisiana ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

0HARLB8  J.  h'kINNBY,  OF  TENNSSSBK.. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee,  introduced  a 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  2284)  for  the  relief  of  Charles 
J.  McKinney,  of  Tennessee  ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NAMOY  TIPTON. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee,  also  introduced 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2285)  granting  a  pension  to 
Nancy  Tipton,  widow  of  Samuel  Tipton,  late 
a  private  of  company  H,  thirteenth  Tennessee 
cavalry;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  <;OLT£R. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  introduced  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2286)  for  the  relief  of  John  Col- 
ter :  whicL  was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  ELDHEDGE.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be 
read  at  length. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time  at  length, 
and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PORT  or  SKLIVERY  AT  INDIANAPOLIS. 

Mr.  COBURN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2287)  to  establish  a  port  of  delivery  at  the  city 
of  Indianapolis,  in  the  State  of  Indiana ;  which 
was  read  a  first  time. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be 
read  at  length. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time  at  length, 
and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC  BUILDING  AT  INDIANAPOLIS. 

Mr.  COBURN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2288)  for  the  construction  of  an  addition 
to  the  post  office  and  court-house  at  Indianap- 
olis, in  the  State  of  Indiana ;  which  was  read 
a  first  time. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be 
read  at  length. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time  at  length, 
and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

NAVIGATION  OF  TUB  LAKES  AND  ST.  LAWRENCE. 

Mr.  COBURN  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2289)  for  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers on  the  part  of  the  United  States  who,  in 
connection  with  commissioners  that  may  be 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Dominion  of 
Canada,  shall  examine  and  report  as  to  the 
extension  and  enlargement  of  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  lakes  and  the  St.  Lawrence 
river,  and  requesting  the  Government  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  to  appoint  commissioners 
to  act  in  connection  with  those  appointed  by 
our  Government,  and  to  cooperate  with  our 
Government  in  the  adoption  of  such  measures 
as  may  secure  the  development  of  the  naviga- 
tion above  referred  to ;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  ask  that  the  bill  be  read 
at  length. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time  at  length, 
and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRIVATE  CONTRACTS  WITH  INDIANS. 

Mr.  SHANKS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2290)  regulating  the  mode  of  making  private 
contracts  with  Indians ;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Let  the  bill  be  read  at 
leneth. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time  at  length, 


and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

EDMUND  JUBSSBN. 

Mr.  FARWELL  introduced  a  bill  (U.  R. 
No.  2291)  for  the  relief  of  Edmnnd  Juessen; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

PENSION  LAWS. 

Mr.  MOORE  introduced  a  bill  to  revise, 
consolidate,  and  amend  the  laws  relating  to 
pensions. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  desire  to  have  the 
bill  read  at  length. 

Mr.  MOORE.  The  reading  of  the  bill  would 
occupy  an  hour  or  two  hours. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  It  is  a  good  bill,  and  I 
presume  there  is  very  good  reading  in  it.  If 
the  gentleman  will  consent  that  it  shall  go  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  I  shall  not 
insist  on  the  reading. 

Mr.  MOORE,    f  withdraw  the  bill. 

GEORGE  G.'  VEST. 

Mr.  COMINGO  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2292)  for  the  removal  of  all  political  dis- 
abilities from  George  G.  Vest,  or  the  city  of 
Sedalia,  in  the  State  of  Missouri ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on 'the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

UOUBSTEAD  BNTBIES. 

Mr.  HAVENS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2298)  to  legalize  entries  of  public  lands  under 
the  homestead  laws  in  certain  cases;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

TITLB8  TO  GRADUATED  LANDS. 

Mr.  BURDBTT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2294)  to  enable  actual  settlers  ana  culti- 
vators of  graduated  lands  of  the  United  States 
to  obtain  titles  thereto ;  which  was  read  a  first 
time. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  desire  to  have  the  bill 
read  at  length. 

The  bill  was  read  a  second  time  at  length, 
and  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BRIDGE  ACROSS  THB  MISSOURI. 

Mr.  BURDETT  also  introduced  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2295)  to  authorize  the  construction  of 
a  bridge  across  the  Missouri  river  at  Jefferson 
City,  Missouri ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LOTAL  INDIANS. 

Mr.  BOLES  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No. 

2296)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  mak- 
ing appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  Army 
for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1872, *'  approved 
March  8,  1871;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  bill  at  length,  and  the  bill  was  read. 

DAVID  HOHB. 

Mr.  HANKS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2297)  to  extend  the  time  of  letters- patent  issued 
to  David  Hohe ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Patents,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  bill  at  length,  and  it  was  read. 

LIEUTENANT  A.  J.  SMITH. 

Mr.  PALMER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2298)  for  the  relief  of  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Smith, 
of  De  Soto,  Iowa ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE  called  for  the  reading  of 
the  bill  at  length,  and  it  was  read. 

REINSTATEMENT  OV  ARMT  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2299)  to  reinstate  certain  offioera  in  the 


Army ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  seco&i 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  oa  Miitun 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE  called  for  the  retdiofe! 
the  bill  at  length,  and  it  was  read. 

ASYLUM  FOR  DISABLED  BOLDCIBS. 

Mr.  MITCHELL  introduced  a  biU  (EB 
No.  2800)  to  authorize  the  board  of  maoagti 
of  the  National  Asylum  for  Disabled  Volus>»t 
Soldiers  to  convey  certain  real  esiate  to  [It 
State  of  Wisconsin  for  the  purpose  ib^vi:, 
mentioned ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  sncL^ 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil.ur 
Affairs«and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE  called  for  ihe  re^diDgc! 
the  bill  at  length,  and  it  was  read. 

GAMP  CADY,  CALIfOBMIA. 

Mr.  fiOUGHTON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  I 
No.  2801)  to  authorize  the  sale  of  tbe miliar. 
reservation  known  as  Camp  Cady,  in  the  Su> 
of  California:  which  was  read  a  first  and  «»^ 
ond  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  M  '.. 
tary  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

INDIAN  TRIBAL  RKLATI0N3. 

Mr.  LOWE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  N'e 
2802)  to  antborise  the  President  to  eater  i:to 
treat V  negotiations  with  the  Indian  tnb«3  of 
the  Indian  territory,  with  a  view  to  procsrt 
the  assent  of  said  tribes  to  the  exUaguishae&i 
of  tribal  rights,  and  the  organizatioa  of  aier- 
ritorial  or  State  government  Uiereia;  vbici 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  id 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and  orderti 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE  called  for  the  readiog  of 
the  bill  at  length,  and  it  was  read. 

UIPROYBMBNT  OF  OHIO  RITKR. 

Mr.  DAVIS  presented  a  joint  resoluuoo  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  West  Virginiv 
asking  an  appropriation  for  the  improreDeL'> 
of  the  Ohio  river ;  which  was  referred  i^  t&^ 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  :o  be 
printed. 

BURBKA  MINING  COMPANT. 

Mr.  KENDALL  introdooed  a  bill  (H.  P. 
2804)  to  grant  the  right  of  way  thrOQ^h  tki 
pnbhc  lands  to  the  Eureka  CoDsolidated  Mia 
in^  Compan]^  for  the  purpose  of  baildiDg  & 
railroad ,  which  was  read  a  first  and  scco&d 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  od  thePablK 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PCBLIG  BUILDING  AT  PBHBINA,  DAKOTi. 

Mr.  ARMSTRONG  introdaced  a  bill  iB 
R.  No.  2303)  to  authorize  the  coostniction  ot 
a  United  States  custom  house  at  the  pon  (A 
Pembina,  in  the  Territory  of  Dakota;  vhicb 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  u 
the  Committee  on  Public  Bailding;  w 
Groundst  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PROTXOnON  OF  CIVIL  RIGHTS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  States  and  Tcrrii* 
ries  having  been  called  for  biUs  on  leave  m 
joint  resolutions,  they  will  next  be  called  for 
resolutions,  and  the  pending  bill  aoder  ti;i: 
call  is  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1647)  sapplemeniil 
to  an  act  entiUed  '^An  act  to  protect  ait  en 
zens  of  the  United  States  in  their  ciril  ngttis< 
and  to  furnish  the  means  for  their  Tiodiei 
tion,"  introduced  by  the  gentlemaB  froa 
Maine,  [Mr.  Frtr.]  Two  moiiocs  are  pcrd 
ing,  the  motion  of  th«  gentleman  from  Mfts- 
sachuseits  [Mr.  HooperJ  to  reconii^wtlt 
Tota  whereby  the  House  ordered  the  bt(lU)  b« 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  tine,  sad  u>  ^1 
that  motion  upon  the  Uble,  and  the  mo;io« 
of  the  gentleman  from  Wisoonsio,  [Mr.  ti^ 
BEDOE,!  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  ««> 
draw  the  motion  to  reconsider. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  shall  insUt  opon  «y 
motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  uble,  aoiets  u« 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  fioor»J 
will  consent  to  have  this  biU  takee  oat  of  tfte 
morning  hour. 

The  question  was  tak«B  upw  theaobosu 
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lay  the  bill  on  the  table ;  and  upon  a  division 
thare  were — ayes  61,  noes  70. 

Before  the  result  of  the  Tote  was  annoanoed, 

Mr.  £LDRBDG£  called  for  tellers. 

Mr.  HOAR.  We  may  as  well  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  first  as  last. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  move  that  the  House 
DOW  adjoorn. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to 
adjoorn  \  and  on  a  division  there  were — ^ayes 
54,  noes  73. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  annoonoedi 

Mr.  BLDREDGE  oalled  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Hooper, 
of  Maesacbnsetts,  and  Mr.  Eldrcdoe  were 
appoiDted. 

The  House  again  divided  ;  and  the  tellers 
reported  that  there  were — ayes  62,  notfs  75. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  annoanced, 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  There  are  only  three 
minutes  of  the  morning  hour  left,  and  the 
call  of  the  yeas  and  navs,  if  begun,  will  last 
some  twenty  minutes.  I  therefore  sugsest  that 
by  nnanimooB  consent  the  morning^our  be 
considered  as  closed. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Let  us  take  this  bill 
oat  of  the  morning  hour  and  put  it  where  it 
can  be  acted  on. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  It  would 
be  acted  on  at  once  if  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  would  not  filibuster. 

TbeSPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  ScofibldI  asks  that  the  morn- 
ing hour  be  considered  as  concluded,  only 
three  minutes  of  it  remaining. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  have  no  objection 
to  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 
tion .to  the  proposition.  The  morning  hqur 
has  expired.  The  motion  to  adjourn  is  with- 
drawn. 

PORT  HURON  AND  LAKB  MICHIGAN  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  move  that  tlie  rules  be 
suspended,  and  that  the  House  pass  the  bill 
[H.  R.  No.  255)  confirming  to  the  Port  Huron 
lad  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Company  the 
lands  heretofore  granted  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
^an  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
rom  Grand  Haven  to  Flint  and  thence  to 
Port  Huron,  and  providing  for  the  manner  of 
ssuiiig  patents  iherefor,  and  for  other  pnr- 
>ose8. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  the 
ands  heretofore  granted  to  the  State  of  Mich- 
gan  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  railroad 
rom  Grand  Haven  to  Flint,  and  thence  to  Port 
iuron,  be  confirmed  to  the  Port  Huron  and 
jtkke  Michigan  Railroad  Company,  and  that 
»atents  therefor  shall  be  issued  to  that  com- 
pany upon  the  certificate  of  the  Governor  of 
be  State  of  Michigan  that  the  company  has 
ompleted  the  several  portions  of  its  road  in 
ccordance  with  the  provisions  of  law. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  that  before  this 
abject  is  acted  on  the  gentleman  from  Minne- 
Ota  [Mr.  Dunnell]  will  have  read  any  com- 
lunication  he  may  have  from  the  Secretary  of 
he  Interior  or  the  Commissioner  of  the  Gen- 
ral  L^nd  Office. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  have  several  commun- 
ratioas  which  may  be  read  if  there  be  no 
bjection. 

The  S  PEAEER.    The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 

OD. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

^  Post  Oppics  Dbpibtxbnt, 

OrFica  SccoND  Assist  ANT  PosTMASTKB  Obitbbal, 
Washisoton.  D.  0..  Aprii  9, 1872. 

I  hereby  certify  that  on  the  81st  day  of  Janaary, 
63,  this  Department  oontraot«d  with  the  Detroit 
id  Milwaakee  Railroad  Company  to  traneport  the 
oited  Stuten  mail  between  Detroit  and  Orand 
aven,  via  Owamo,  and  the  contract  embraced  ser- 
oa  on  this  railrusd  from  Jaly  1, 1M2,  and  that  the 
ail  service  on  said  railroad  between  Owaaso  and 
rand  Haven  has  been  aninterrapted  and  oontinu- 
m  until  this  time.  J.  L.  FRENCH, 

Ading  Steond  A»n$imU  Pottnuut^r  O^mgruL 


DSFASTlfKirT  OP  TttB  IlTTBaiOB. 

Gb::bbal  Land  Opfxob. 
Washington,  D  C,  Aprii  9, 1872. 

Sib  :  Pursuant  to  yonr  oral  request  of  this  morn- 
int.  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  foUowins  state- 
ment: 

That  by  the  act  of  June  3, 1856,  certain  lands  were 
granted  to  the  State  of  Michigan  to  aid  in  the  oon- 
stmotion  of  a  railroad  from  Grand  Haren  and  Pere 
Marquette  to  Flint,  and  thence  to  Port  Huron; 
that  there  was  oertified  to  the  State  for  the  Detroit 
and  Milwaukee  and  the  Port  Huron  tad  Milwaukee 
Railroad  Companies  37,467.43  acres  as  innrina  to  said 
State  under  said  act,  to  aid  in  the  construotlon  of  a 
railroad  on  said  line :  that  the  act  of  August  3. 1854, 
makes  the  oertified  list  equivalent  to  patents.  And 
further,  that  the  titles  to  said  amount  of  land  have 
been  regarded  as  rested  in  the  State,  and  no  action 
has  been  taknn  to  restore  them  to  the  mass  of  the 
public  lands. 

Very  respeotfiilly,  W.  W.  CURTIS, 

Acting  (htnmit»ion»r, 

Hon.  0.  D.  OoNQBB,  Mom$0Qf  HegnfaenkUivet, 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  wish  to 
ioqaire  how  it  is  that  if  these  lands  have  been 
certified  to  the  State  of  Michigan  for  the  ben- 
efit of  those  two  railroads  it  now  becomes 
necesaar/  for  Congress  to  legislate  anew  upon 
the  subject  ? 

Mr.  CONGEa.  I  will  answer  the  gentle- 
man. The  Port  Huron  and  Milwaukee  Rail- 
road Company,  to  whom  these  lands  were  cer- 
tified, failmg  in  1864  to  build  the  road,  the 
citizens  organized  under  a  charter,  adopting 
another  corporate  name — the  Port  Huron  and 
Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Company — and  built 
the  road.  The  lands  having  inured  and  cer- 
tified to  the  Port  Huron  and  Milwaukee  Rail- 
road Company,  and  the  Port  Huron  and  Lake 
Michigan  Railroad  Company  ha  vingbui  it  sixty- 
six  miles  of  the  road,  it  is  thought  neeessary 
by  our  board  of  control  that  there  should  be 
action  by  Congress  as  now  proposed  in  order 
to  confirm  the  lands  to  the  company  that  has 
actaally  coastroeted  the  road.  The  Legislature 
would  have  confirmed  the  grant,  but  that  the 
legislative  sessions  in  our  State  being  bien- 
nial there  was  no  Legislature  in  session  at  the 
time  the  grant  of  land  lapsed ;  otherwise  the 
lands  would  have  been  transferred  to  the  com- 
pany that  actually  built  the  road. 

lir.  HOLttAN.  Did  that  comjMMiy  build 
the  road  expecting  to  secure  this  grant  of 
land? 

Mr.  CONGER.  Certainly;  they  always 
expected  to  receive  the  lands ;  they  expected 
to  receive  them  from  the  State  authorities. 
The  paper  read  the  other  day  from  the  board 
of  control  of  the  Michigan  railroad  lands  shows 
that  this  company  ought  to  have  the  lands ;  and 
that  board  asks  Congress  to  pass  a  law  con- 
firming the  ^rant  to  this  company,  because, 
the  time  having  lapsed  before  State  action  was 
taken,  the  power  of  the  State  to  make  a  valid 
transfer  is  doubted.  That  is  the  simple  state- 
ment of  the  case. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  suppose 
the  statement  from  the  General  Land  Oince  is 
a  correct  one,  or  at  least  we  must  assume  it 
to  be  correct,  and  from  that  statement  there 
is  at  least  a  strong  equity  in  favor  of  this  grant 
being  made. 

Mr.  COX.    I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Michigan  a  question. 
.  Mr.  CONGEK.     Certainly. 

Mr.  COX.  Do  I  understand  the  gentleman 
to  say  that  this  company  built  this  line  of  road 
without  having  any  title  to  these  lands  ?  Did 
this  company,  without  any  title  to  these  lands, 
undertake  to  build  this  road,  expecting  Con- 
gress would  make  this  grant? 

Mr.  CONGER.  This  company  began  the 
building  of  the  road  before  the, grant  of  these 
lands  expired.  They  began  on  the  same  line. 
The  owners  of  the  franchise  were  the  Port 
Huron  and  Milwaukee  company.  This  com- 
pany bought  that  franchise.  They  thought 
when  they  •  bought  the  franchise  that  tbey 
would  have  the  ownership  of  these  lands  by 
becoming  the  assignees  ofthe  company  which 
originally  owned  the  franchise.  The  nam*), 
however,  being  a  different  one,  that  is,  the 
name  of  the  company  being  different  from  the 
name  of  the  company  to  which  the  firaachise 


was  granted,  it  was  thought  that  some  con* 
firmatory  legislation  would  be  necessary  in' 
order  to  make  the  title  perfectly  clear,  and 
that  is  all  that  is  bow  asked. 

Mr.  COX.  I  should  like  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Michigan  who  are  the  citieens  who 
control  this  railroad  company? 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  stock  was  all  gotten 
up  and  all  the  expense  incurred  by  citizens  of 
Port  Huron  and  of  the  country  through  which 
this  road  runs.  This  company  owns  both 
franchises.  They  own  the  franchise  of  the 
Port  Huron  and  Milwaukee  and  of  the  Port 
Huron  and  Lake  Michigan;  but  the  latter 
being  a  better  charter,  they  organized  in  1864 
under  that  better  charter  and  took  a  new  name. 
The  poor  and  the  rich  citizens  alike  combined 
for  the  purpose  of  building  this  road,  the  only 
difficulty  now  being  in  the  fact  that  this  com- 
pany does  not  now  bear  the  name  of  the 
company  under  whose  charter  these  lands  were 
originally  granted.  This  company  owns  both 
charters  and  have  gone  on  in  good  faith  to 
construct  the  road. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  Have  any  of  these  lands 
been  forfeited  to  the  United  States  7 

Mr.  CONGER.  One  hundred  miles  of  road 
were  completed  in  1862,  perfectly  complied, 
and  the  certificate  from  the  Post  Office  De- 
partment, which  has  been  read,  shows  that 
the  mails  were  carried  at  that  time  over  that 
line  of  road.  There  can  be,  therefore,  no 
good  reason  why  these  lands  should  be  re- 
fused to  this  company,  which  has  so  faithfully 
carried  out  its  part  of  the  contract  The 
lands  were  given  to  the  old  company,  and 
from  that  old  company  were  purchased  by  the 
present   company,  and    that   company  have 

r>ne  on  in  good  faith  to  construct  the  road, 
do  not  think  because  of  the  mero  change  of 
name  they  can  fairly  be  refused  the  title  to 
these  lands. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  As  I  understand,  this  com- 
pany has  never  received  any  of  these  lands. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Never  received  an  acre. 
This  is  all  the  company  will  receive. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  That  is,  twenty-seven  thou- 
sand acres? 

Mr.  CONGER.    That  is  all. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  As  I  understand,  all  of 
these  lands  are  covered  by  the  original' grant? 

Mr.  CONGER.  They  are  all  covered  by 
the  original  grant  under  which  the  road  was 
begun. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  As  I  understand,  too, 
these  lands  have  never  reverted  to  the  (Jnited 
States. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Such  is  the  information 
furnished  by  the  certificate  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  which  has 
just  been  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk.  I  say  none 
of  these  lands  have  ever  reverted  to  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  would  as  soon  have  the 
statement  ofthe  gentleman  from  Michigan  in 
reference  to  the  fact  as  that  of  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Then  I  will  state  to  the 
gentleman  that  none  of  these  lands  have  ever 
reverted  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  COX.  Does  not  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan  think  under  all  the  circumstances 
where  there  are  so  many  grants,  and  they  have 
become  so  confoaed  and  mixed  that  it  is  diffi- 
cult to  tell  to  which  company  the  lands  belong, 
it  would  be  better  on  the  part  of  Congress,  in 
order  to  save  the  rights  of  the  people,  to  repeal 
all  of  these  grants?  Has  not  Congress  the 
power  to  repeal  any  of  these  land  grants  ? 

Mr.  CONGER.  Congress  certainly  has  the 
right,  but  it  would  be  a  most  unjust  thing  on 
the  part  of  Congress.  The  rich  and  poor  alike 
contributed  for  the  purpose  of  building  this 
road.  But  while  Congress  has  the  abstract 
right  to  repeal  this  grant,  it  would  not  be  a  just 
act  on  our  part.  We  have  always  expected  to 
have  these  lands.  We  have  sixty-six  miles  of 
the  road  built,  and  there  are  only  twenty  two 
miles  more  to  be  boilt    The  rich  and  poor 
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alike  on  the  lioe  of  tbe  road  have  strained 
every  nerve  to  complete  this  road.  The  poor 
mechanic  with  his  five  dollars  and  the  rich 
man  with  his  $1,000  have  all  joined  together 
to  aid  in  bailding  this  road.  It  has  been  con- 
structed so  far,  bat  we  do  not  know  how  to  pet 
the  money  in  order  to  complete  the  remaining 
portion  without  these  lands. 

Mr.  COX.  I  beg  to  say  to  the  gentleman  that 
I  have  received  a  petition,  which  I  have  pre- 
sented this  morning,  from  fifteen  hundred  poor 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  asking  Congress 
to  see  to  it  that  every  one  of  these  grants  of 
lands  shall  be  most  carefully  scrutinized.  I 
believe,  in  behalf  of  the  people,  we  ought  to 
scrutinize  every  one  of  these  land  grants  before 
the  title  is  given  to  these  corporations  and 
taken  away  from  the  people.  For  myself,  I 
will  vote  to  repeal  all  the  grants  from  the 
beginning  as  being  the  wiser  and  better  policy. 

Mr.  CONGER.  1  asked  the  other  day  for 
the  strictest  scrutiny  in  regard  to  this  matter, 
and  desired  to  have  the  bill  set  down  for  con- 
sideration at  a  given  time,  in  order  that  there 
might  be  the  fullest  investigation.  I  did  so 
because  I  believed  in  the  perfect  justice  of  the 
claim.  If  I  did  not,  I  venture  to  say  that 
pentiemen  will  not  suppose  I  would  advocate 
it  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  If  I  may  be  allowed  a 
single  word  in  this  discussion,  I  will  say  that 
I  understand  the  state  of  the  case  to  be  this : 
we  seek  to  transfer  these  lands,  which  were 
given  for  the  construction  of  a  certain  quantity 
of  road,  to  the  company  which  has  built  the 
road.  The  Government  has  ceased  to  have 
control  of  them.  The  Government  regards 
them  as  in  possession  of  the  State.  And  now 
because  of  a  change  in  the  company,  because 
it  has  another  name  than  it  had  when  the  work 
began,  we  are  asked  to  transfer  tbe  grant  to 
this  company  under  a  new  name,  the  company 
which  has  really  done  the  work.  I  think  there 
cannot  be  a  stronger  case. 

Mr.  HANDALL.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Ddnnbll]  a  ques- 
tion. If  the  land  is  vested  in  the  State,  why  does 
not  the  State  make  provision  for  the  transfer 
of  this  property  from  the  one  company  to  the 
other  ?  Both  companies  have  been  organized, 
as  I  understand,  under  State  authority. 

Mr.  DUN  NELL.  Because  by  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  these  lands  were  pledged  to 
another  coippany  with  another  name. 

Mr.  CONGEU.  I  will  answer  the  question 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr. 
Randall.]  The  board  of  control  in  our  State 
has  the  authority  to  transfer  the  lands  from  one 
company  that  iails  to  another  that  does  the 
work.  That  board  of  control  states  in  the 
report  which  was  read  to  the  House  that  not 
having  done  that  prior  to  the  lapse  of  time, 
they  are  under  some  uncertainty  whether,  as  a 
board,  they  ought  to  do  it.  They  say  that  this 
company  ought  to  have  the  lands,  and  they 
ask  Congress  to  do  what  they  would  be  glad 
to  do  themselves  if  they  had  the  power. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  (two  thirds 
voting  in  &vor  thereof,)  and  the  bill  was 
passed. 

'^  ORDBR  OF  BUSINK88. 

Mr  SAWYER  rose. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin  [Mr.  Sawye&]  is  recognized  by  the 
Chhiri  but  yields  to  allow  the  introduction  of 
bills  by  gentlemen  who  were  not  in  their  seats 
when  their  States  were  called. 

HEIRS  OF  ALEXANDER  WATSON. 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  by  unanimous 
consent,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims,  re- 
ported back  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2805)  for  the 
relief  of  Jane  Allen  Birckhead  and  Virffinia 
Campbell,  sole  heirs  at  law  of  Alexander  Wat- 
sou  ;  which,  with  a  report  in  writing,  was  re- 
committed to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PDBLIO  BUILDING  AT  HARTFORD. 

Mr.  STRONG,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 


duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2805)  to  nrovide 
means  for  carrying  out  the  provisions  oi  an  act 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
erect  a  building  for  the  post  oflSce,  &c.,  at 
Hartford,  Connecticut;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARCUS  RADISH. 

Mr.  STRONG  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
reported  back  from  the  Committee  of  Claims 
the  papers  in  the  case  of  Marcus  Radish,  and 
moved  that  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  dis 
charged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
same,  and  that  they  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RBMOVAL  OF  DISABILITIKS. 

Mr.  WALLACE,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2806)  to  remove 
the  political  disabilities  of  N.  R.  Eaves,  of 
Chester  county,  and  J.  N.  McEIvee,  sr.,  of 
York  county.  South  Carolina ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

BRASTUS  0.  HBRRICK. 

Mr.  DUELL,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2807)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  Erastus  C.  Herri ck ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CBRTIFIOATES  OF  DISOHAROB. 

Mr.  DUELL  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2806)  to  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  War  to  furnish  a  duplicate 
certificate  of  discharge  where  the  same  has 
been  lost ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printied. 

GONBSTOQA  INDIANS. 

Mr.  DUELL  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  184) 
declaring  the  title  to  certain  lands  to  be  in  the 
Conestoga  Indians ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBMOYAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIB8. 

Mr.  ELLIOTT,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2809)  to  relieve 
James  D.  Tradewell  of  political  disabilities ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

RIGHT  OF  WAT. 

Mr.  PERCE,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2810)  granting  the 
right  of  way  through  the  public  domain,  and 
for  other  purposes;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Railways  and  Canals,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  PERCE  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  It.  No.  2811)  to  relieve 
certain  persons  therein  named  of  political  dis- 
abilities ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

BBVISION  OF  PENSION  LAWS. 

Mr.  MOORE,  by  unanimous  consent,  iutro- 
daced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2312)  to  revise,  con- 
solidate, and  amend  the  laws  relating  to  pen- 
sions; which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pen- 
sions, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

J.  M.  RANDALL. 

Mr.  MOORE  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  185) 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  appoint 
Dr.  J.  M.  Randall  an  assistant  surgeon  in  the 
Navy;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 


DONBTON  RITBR,  MAINS. 

Mr.  LYNCH,  by  unanimous  consent,  iotro^ 
duced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2818)  to  aothorizetkt 
construction  of  a  bridge  overtheude-vsterof 
Dnnston  river,  in  the  State  of  Msioe;  whio 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  lo 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  otdend  to 
be  printed. 

RBVIYAL  OF  NAVIGATION  INTISX9TS. 

Mr.  LYNCH  also,  by  unaoimoas  conant, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2814)  to  rerire  the 
navigation  and  commercial  interesta  of  '.h« 
United  States ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  lec- 
ond  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WILLIAM  DADD. 

Mr.  ARCHER,  by  ananimous  coniest,  u 
troduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2815)  for  the  relief 
of  William  Dadd;  which  was  xetd  sBraui 
second  time,  referred  to  the  CommiUee  of 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ARMS  FOR  MILITI4. 

Mr.  SHELDON,  by  unanimoas  cooie&t. 
presented  a  statement  from  the  ordnioce  de- 
partment relating  to  the  manafactare  and  isne 
of  arms  for  the  militia ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Militia,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

PLAtTSBURG,  NBW  TO&K. 

Mr.  ROGERS,  by  unanimoas  cofueot.  ub- 
mitted  the  following  resolution;  which  vu 
read,  considered,  and  adopted : 

BMoived,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  ii  reepttt- 
fully  requested  to  comma oioate  to  this  Hoom  bb 
opinion  of  tbe  expediency  of  setliDt  fifty  teres  at 
the  northern  portion  of  the  Karrteonludi.  udofi 
ri^ht  of  way  throavh  lands  connected  with  (u 
military  barracks  at  Plattsborg,  New  York. 

SIGNAL  8BRVICB. 

Mr.  BIRD,  by  uaanimous  coosent,  pre- 
sented a  joint  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey,  asking  an  tdditioul 
appropriation  for  the  signal  semee;  which  wu 
referred  tolhe  Committee  on  Appropristions, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LEPAOB  BKOTHBBS. 

Mr.  SHORE R,  by  unanimous  consent,  iatro- 
duced  a  bill  ^H.  R.  No.  2816)  to  refer  thecaie 
of  Lepage  Brothers  to  tbe  Court  of  Claims  for 
adjustment  and  settlement ;  which  was  read  t 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Claims. 

UARTHA  L.  HAMBLBTON. 
Mr.  FRYE,  by  unanimous  consent,  from  tbe 
Committee  of  Claims,  reported  back  a  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2126)  for  the  relief  of  Martha  L  Hifi 
bleton ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted. 

DBPRBDATI0N8  ON  FR0!fTIBIt8  Or  TEXAS. 

Mr.  HANCOCK,  by  unanimooe  eoo«est, 
introduced  a  joint  resolution  (H.  B.  No.  136; 
appointing  commissioners  to  inquire  into  dep- 
reciations on  the  frontiers  of  the  State  of  Texii ; 
which  w«is  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  question  was  upon  ordering  tbe  joiBJ 
resolution  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
time. 

The  preamble  states  that  there  are  coc 
plaints  of  many  depredations  having  been  cdib- 
mitted  for  seTeral  years  past  upon  the  frootie.*! 
of  the  State  of  Texas  by  bands  of  Indians  and 
Mexicans  who  crossed  the  Rio  Grande  rinr 
into  the  State  of  Texas,  murdering  the  inbtb 
itants  or  carrying  them  into  captivity f  and  d<- 
stroying  or  carrying  away  the  property  of  Jm 
citizens  of  said  State  ;  also  that  bands  of  !&' 
dians  have  committed  and  continue  to  comiBit 
like  depredations  on  the  property,  Uvea  vn 
liberty  of  the  citizens  along  the  northern  and 
northwestern  frontiers  of  said  State. 

The  joint  resolution  therefore  sothonitt 
and  empowers  the  President  of  the  Uutcd 
States  to  appoint  three  persons  to  act  as  (»ib 
missioners  to  inquire  into  the  extentsndchar 
acter  of  the  depredations,  by  whom  commit 
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ted,  their  residenoe  or  country  inbabited  bj 
them,  the  persons  murdered  or  carried  into 
captivity,  the  character  and  value  of  the  prop- 
erty destroyed  or  carried  away,  from  what 
portion  of  the  State,  and  to  whom  the  same 
oelongs. 

The  second  section  makes  it  the  duty  of  the 
commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  to  proceed  to  the  frontiers  of 
Texas  and  take  testimony,  nnder  oath,  of  such 
witnesses  as  may  appear  before  them,  after 
having  given  notice  tor  ten  days  previous*  by 
publication  in  the  nearest  newspaper,  of  the 
time  and  place  of  their  meeting,  concerning 
all  such  depredations  when,  where,  by,  and  upon 
whom  committed,  and  to  make  up  and  trans- 
mit to  the  President  full  reports  of  the  invest- 
igation. 

The  third  section  declares  that  the  dommis- 
sioners  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  as  compen- 
sation for  their  services  ten  dollars  per  day 
each,  and  traveling  expenses  for  and  during 
the  time  they  shall  be  engaged  in  said  service ; 
and  $6,000,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be 
necessary,  is  appropriated  to  pay  the  expenses 
of  the  investigation. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution  is  entirely  unneces- 
sary. The  President  can  direct  officers  of 
the  Army  to  perform  these  duties  without 
incurring  additional  expense. 

Mr.  AMBLER.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Holmak]  will  permit  me  to  say  that 
this  subject  has  been  considered  to  some  ex- 
tent by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Afifairs, 
having  been  particularly  in  my  charge  as  a 
member  of  that  committee ;  and  I  think  the 
resoluiion  should  be  passed.  It  seems  to  me 
the  ooudition  of  things  on  the  Texan  frontier 
requires  such  an  investigation,  and  that  the 
mode  proposed  in  the  resolution  will  be  very 
inexpensive.  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  mere 
fact  of  the  investigation  will  go  very  far  indeed 
to  remedy  the  evils  existing  in  that  locality. 
I  hope  that  under  the  circumstances  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana  will  waive  any  objection 
to  the  passage  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  Army  officers  who  are 
stationed  on  the  border  certainly  know  all  the 
facts^  and  must  have  communicated  to  the 
President  such  information  as  they  have. 

Mr.  AMBLER.  I  do  not  know  what  facts 
the  Army  officers  may  have  in  their  posses- 
sion ;  but  they  have  not  been  communicated 
to  this  House  in  such  a  form  as  to  be  avail- 
able. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  This  matter  was  referred 
also  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  by 
whom  I  have  been  instructed  to  report  it  back, 
and  ask  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs,  because  we  think  it  properly 
belongs  to  the  latter  committee.  I  was  at  the 
sutne  time  directed  to  say  that  the  measure 
ought  to  pass.  It  has  therefore  the  sanction 
of  two  committees  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Texas  [Mr. 
11 AK cock]  will  be  considered  as  agreed  to, 
and  the  joint  resolution  passed. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

G.  W.  CKONK. 

Mr.  KETCHAM,  by  unanimous  content, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2817)  authorizing 
the  President  to  a[>point  C.  W.  Cronk  a  first 
assistant  engineer  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
tiaiOy  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

lUPROVIlMBNT  or  THB  MIB8I88IPPI  BITBB. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, presented  a  memorial  of  the  St.  Lonis 
Soard  of  Trade,  concerning  the  improvement 
of  the  Mississippi  river;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered 
be  printed. 

BALB  Of  ARMS  TO  V&ANOB. 

Hr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Indiana.     The  Com- 


mittee on  Expenditaret  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment, to  whom  was  referred  for  investigation 
the  resolution  of  the  House  relative  to  the 
sale  of  arms  during  the  French  and  German 
war,  have  authoriTOd  me  to  submit  a  report, 
and  to  move  that  the  report,  with  the  accom- 
panying testimony,  be  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  any  resolution 
accompanying  the  report? 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Indiana.  No,  sir.  The 
minority  of  the  committee  desire  leave  to  pre- 
sent a  report  and  to  bave  it  printed  along  with 
the  report  of  the  m^ority. 

Mr.  ACKER.  On  behalf  of  the  minority 
of  the  committee,  I  desire  to  submit  a  report 
and  ask  that  it  be  printed  in  connection  with 
the  report  of  the  majority. 

TheSPEAKER.  There  being  no  objection, 
the  two  reports  will  be  ordered  to  be  printed 
together;  and  the  subject  will  be  recommitted, 
which  will  leave  it  withiu  the  control  of  the 
committee. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

PUBLIC  LANDS  IN  ARKANSAS. 

Mr.  SNYDER,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2818)  to  provide 
for  disposal  of  the  public  domain  and  to  secure 
homesteads  to  actual  settlers  within  the  State 
of  Arkansas ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  secon  d 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BRIDOB  ACROSS  ARKANSAS  RITBR. 

Mr.  SNYDER  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2319)  giving  the 
consent  of  the  United  States  to  the  erection 
of  a  bridge  across  the  Arkansas  river  at  Pine 
Bluff,  Arkansas ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on 
Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DISTRIOT  FIRB  DBPARTUBNT. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2820)  to  aid  in 
maintaining  the  fire  department  of  tne  District 
of  Columbia ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

RBHOTAL  OF  DISABILITIBS. 

Mr.  STOWELL,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2821)  to  remove  all 
disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth  article 
of  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  from  David  Barber,  Philip 
Lockett,  George  C.  Holt,  Samuel  Thompson, 
John  B.  Allen,  and  George  E.  Deneal ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

BARK  A  1. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  EAMES,  by  nnanimous 
consent,  a  bill  (S.  No.  196)  for  the  relief  of 
the  owners  of  the  bark  A  1  was  taken  from  the 
Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  ana 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

RIYBR  AND  HARBOR  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  to 
suspend  the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  dis- 
charging the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  from  the  further  consider- 
ation of  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2208)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  repair,  preservation,  and 
comnletion  of  certain  public  works  on  rivers 
and  narbors,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  that 
the  bill  be  considered  in  tbe  House  under  the 
five  minutes  rule,  all  general  debate  being  cut 
off. 

The  rules  were  suspended;  and  it  was 
ordered  accordingly. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  move  that  the  first  read- 
inj;  of  the  bill  for  information  be  dispensed 
with. 

There  was  no  digection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
aocordingly. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  bill  is  now  before 


tbe  House,  and  will  be  considered  nnder  the 
five  minutes  rule. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  make 
a  brief  statement  in  reference  to  tbis  bill.  The 
appropriations  have  been  divided,  every  line 
almost  in  the  bill  embracing  a  separate  appro- 
priation. All  of  these  items  bave  been  gone 
over  with  g;reat  care  by  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  the  total  amount  of  ap- 
propriations has  been  kept  withiu  $5,000,000, 
which  was  all  that  it  was  thought  could  be 
spared  this  year  for  tbe  improvement  of  rivers 
and  harbors.  I  say  this  in  order  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  House  will  take  a  similar 
view  of  the  matter  with  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  and  let  the  bill  go  through 
as  near  as  possible  as  it  is  in  print.  Tbe  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  bave  agreed  to  it  as 
it  came  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  that  committee  will  allow  it  to  pass  through 
with  a  few  changes  in  the  way  of  amendments 
to  be  added  at  the  end  of  the  bill.  I  shall  now 
turn  the  bill  over  to  the  gentleman  from  Wis* 
cousin  [Mr.  Sawyer]  and  ask  him  to  take 
char^^e  of  it ;  and  I  hope  the  House  will  follow 
him  m  its  action. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  now  ask  that  the  bill  be 
read  by  paragraphs  for  amendments. 

The  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  move,  in  line  fifty-nine, 
to  strike  out  *^five^'  and  insert  ^'ten:"  so  it 
will  read,  ''for  the  improvement  of  White 
River  harbor,  Michigan,  $10,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  move,  in  line  sixty-three, 
to  strike  out  *' twenty '*  and  insert  ''fifteen;'' 
so  it  will  read,  "for  the  improvement  of  Grand 
Haven  harbor,  Michigan,  $16,000.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  improvement  of  St.  Mary's  river  and  St. 
Mary's  falls  canal,  Michigan,  $300,000,  of  which  sum 
$15,000  may  be  applied  to  aeoure  the  right  of  way. 

Mr.  MOREY.  I  hope  we  will  hare  some 
explanation  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce in  respect  to  this  large  appropriation 
of  $300,000  for  St.  Mary's  falls  canal. 

Mr.  CONGER.    Tbis  is  a  similar  appro- 

{>riation  to  that  which  has  been  made  for  the 
ast  two  years  for  the  improvement  of  the 
St.  Mary's  river  and  St.  Mary's  falls  canal, 
and  it  arises  from  the  necessities  of  increased 
trade,  and  in  connection  with  the  building 
of  the  Northern  Pacific  railroad.  A  similar 
appropriation  has  been  made  for  the  Louis- 
ville canal.  Last  year  the  appropriation  for 
this  purpose  was  $350,000. 

Mr.  MOREY.  I  should  like  to  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Michigan  whether  a  large 
grant  of  lands  was  not  made  for  the  construe* 
tion  of  tbis  canal  7 

Mr.  CONGER.  For  tbe  construction  of 
the  original  canal  there  was  a  grant  made, 
and  the  canal  was  built  at  that  time  of  a 
size  proposed  by  the  terms  of  the  grant  In- 
creased commerce  and  the  increased  size  of 
the  boats  on  the  upper  lakes  have  rendered 
that  canal  insufficient  for  the  wants  of  com- 
merce, and  it  has  been  enlarged  the  same  as 
the  Louisville  and  other  canals.     This  appro- 

Sriation  is  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  the  St. 
[ary's  canal  and  tor  the  purpose  of  making  a 
new  set  of  locks  to  meet  the  increased  trade. 
The  business  of  tbat  canal  has  increased  so 
largely  that  boats  have  been  delayed  therefrom 
twenty- four  to  twenty-six  hours. 

Mr.  MOREY.  1  should  like  to  have  the 
gentleman  explain  the  necessity  for  the  ap- 
propriation or$16,000  to  secure  the  right  of 
wav. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  canal  has  been  built 
on  a  military  reservation.  The  proposed  en- 
largement which  has  been  going  on  renders  it 
necessary  to  acquire  theriffht  of  way  over  lands 
owned  by  private  individuals.  These  lands 
are  needed  for  the  purpose  of  straightening 
this  canal  above  und  below  the  falls,  and  the 
engineer  corps  recommend  the  making  of  this 
appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  compensating 
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the  ov&ers  of  those  lands  which  have  been 
taken. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

^  For  the  improTement  of  V ormillion  harbor,  Ohio. 
$5,000. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  move  the  following  amend- 
ment,  to  come  in  after  the  paragraph  which 
baa  just  been  read : 

For  the  iqiproTement  of  Brie  harbor,  Pennsylvania. 
$15,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  theimprovement  of  Buffalo  harbor.  Kew  York, 
175,000. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  York.  I  oflfer  the 
following  amendment : 

Add  at  the  end  of  the  paragraph  the  following : 
And  the  unexpended  balances  heretofore  appro- 


priated for  building  the  sea-wall  at  Buffalo. 

Mr.  CONGER.  There  is  no  objection  to 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  McCORM  ICE,  of  Missouri.  How  much 
is  this  unexpended  balance? 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Twenty-three  thousand  dol- 
lars. The  paragraph  appropriates  $75,000  for 
Buffalo  harbor,  and  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr.  Williams] 
appropriates  to  the  same  purpose  the  unex- 
pended appropriation  for  building  a  sea-wall. 
It  merely  transfers  the  appropriation,  so  that 
the  ^hole  amount  may  be  applied  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  harbor. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  improrement  of  the  Mississippi.  Missouri, 
Arkansas.  Little  Missouri.  White.  Blaok,  Red,  and 
Onacbita rivers,  in  the  States  of  Arkansas,Louisiana, 
and  Missouri.  $200,000. 

Mr.  BOLES,  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

After  the  word  "Bed"  insert  the  words  "Petit 
Jean.'* 

Mr.  SAWYER.    There  is  no  objection  to 
that. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MOREY.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  that  paragraph,  which  I  will  require  a 
minute  or  two  to  prepare. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  right 
will  be  reserved. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  improrement  of  Currant  river,  Missouri, 
$6,000. 

Mr.  KING.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  after  the  paragraph  which 
has  just  been  read : 

For  the  improvement  of  Cuivre  river,  Missouri,  as 
per  estimate  of  ohief  engineer,  $60,000. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  cannot  agree  to  that 
amfndment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  trust  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri  will  withhold  the  amendment  until 
we  set  through  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  KING.  I  withhold  the  amendment  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  MOREY.  I  now  offer  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
paragraph  which  was  read  a  few  moments  ago : 

Provided,  That  one  half  the  amount  reoommended 
by  the  Secretary  of  War  be  expended  in  building  a 
look  in  Ouachita  river. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  We  cannot  agree  to  that. 
I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  MOREY.  I  have  no  objection  to  allow- 
ing the  consideration  of  this  amendment  being 
postponed  until  the  bill  has  been  gone  through, 
if  it  should  be  then  considered  as  pending. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  would  require  unan- 
imons  consent. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  We  may  as  well  act  upon 
the  amendment  now. 

Mr.  MOREY.  During  the  last  session  of 
Congress  there  was  a  survey  ordered  of  Oaa* 
ehita  river,  in  Louisiana,  t^ith  a  view  to  improv- 
ing the  navigation  by  a  system  of  locks  and 
dams.  That  survey  was  made  during  the  past 
year,  and  the  report  is  nowin'tfae  hands  of  the 
Printer.  It  was  submitted  to  the  House  last 
Friday,  which  was  the  esrlieet  moment  that  I 


could  get  it  before  the  House,  though  I  labored 
to  get  it  from  the  War  Department  before  that 
date,  in  order  that  it  might  be  considered  by 
the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

This  is  one  of  the  two  most  important  rivers 
that  run  through  the  States  of  Louisiana  and 
Arkansas.  It  carries  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  besides  other 
freight,  to  a  very  large  extent.  By  this  report, 
which  has  been  submitted  to  the  House,  it  is 
shown  that  one  lock  of  a  canal,  constructed 
of  stone,  at  an  expense  of  $260,000 — I  cannot 
give  the  exact  figures,  and  that  is  not  far  from 
the  amount — or  one  constructed  of  wood  at 
an  expense  of  about  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  dollars,  will  give  slack-water 
navigation  for  an  extent  of  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  through  one  of  the  most  pro- 
dnctive  regions  of  Louisiana,  with  a  depth  of 
about  twelve  feet  of  water  the  year  round. 
Now  we  have  navigation  through  that  portion 
of  the  river  only  from  four  to  seven  months 
of  the  year.  The  survey  is  a  very  thorough 
one.  It  will  take  five  coffer-dams  to  give 
slack- water  navigation  through  the  the  whole 
extent  of  the  river.  All  we  ask  now  is  one 
half  of  the  amount  necessary  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  first  coffer-dam.  The  total  expense 
being  $125,000,  nearly  one  half  of  that  is 
$60,000 ;  and  we  ask  that  that  amount  shall 
be  specifically  appropriated  out  of  this  amount 
of  $200,000,  which  is  appropriated  generally 
for  the  improvement  of  these  rivers,  the  Mis- 
souri, Arkansas,  White,  Black,  Red,  and  Oua- 
chita. It  is  a  very  important  work,  strongly 
recommended  by  the  engineer  department  it 
has  been  a  mialbrtune  that  we  have  not  been 
able  to  have  the  engineer  report  printed  and 
laid  before  the  House  ;  it  is  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Printer.  I  have  examined  the  report, 
and  the  statements  I  have  made  here  are  from 
the  report. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  This  appropriation  is  to 
be  expended  under  the  control  of  the  Secretary 
of  War? 

Mr.  MOREY.  Certainly,  as  all  of  these 
appropriations  are. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  appropriation  of 
$200,000  is  made  in  accordance  with  the  report 
of  the  engineer  department,  and  it  cannot  be 
divided;  it  must  be  left  at  the  discretion  of 
the  engineer  department,  or  else  one  part  of 
the  system  embraced  in  the  object  of  this  ap- 
propriation would  suffer.  I  hope  this  will  be 
left  to  the  discretion  of  the  engineer  depart- 
ment according  to  their  report,  and  they  will 
appropriate  that  portion  they  consider  neces- 
sary for  the  Ouachita  river. 

Mr.  MOREY.  If  the  argument  of  the  gen- 
tleman proves  anything,  it  proves  altogether 
too  much.  Why  not  leave  all  these  appropri- 
ations to  be  expended  according  to  the  judg- 
ment of  the  engineer  department? 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Morbt  was 
not  agreed  to;  upon  a  division — ayes  47, 
noes  82. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  move  to  strike  out  the 
last  word  of  the  pending  paragraph  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  remark.  I  was  opposed 
to  the  proposition  of  my  colleague,  [Mr. 
MoRET,]  for  the  reason  that  this  appropria- 
tion is  only  about  one  fourth  of  the  sum  rec- 
ommended bf  the  engineer  department.  It 
ought  not  to  be  divided  at  all,  for  the  reason 
that  the  report  which  he  speaks  of  was  not 
before  the  House  and  not  before  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  his  proposition  was  not 
considered  by  that  committee.  Such  a  divis- 
ion as  he  recommends  would  do  injury  to  the 
best  interests  in  my  State.  I  withdraw  my 
amendment. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following: 

For  the  improvement  of  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  river, 
9300,000.  And  the  Seorttary  of  War  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  report  to  Congreas  at  its  next  session  the 
condition  of  said  canal,  and  the  provisions  neces- 
sary to  relieve  the  same  from  incumbrance,  with  a 
view  to  tvoh  Legislation  as  will  render  the  same  free 
to  commerce  at  the  earliest  practical  period,  suhjeot 
only  to  such  toils  as  may  be  neceesary  for  the  super- 
intendenoe  aad  repair  thereof. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  am  instmeted  bj  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  to  move  to  amesd 
by  striking  out  the  words  '^improvemeat  of** 
and  inserting  the  words  **  for  continoio^  the 
work  on  the  canal  at''  before  the  words  **  fallt 
of  the  Ohio  river."  It  is  a  mere  verbal  efaasge 
in  the  language,  and  the  object  is  that  the  whose 
appropriaiion  shall  be  expended  as  intended 
by  the  committee. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any 
objection  to  that  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  move  to  further  amend 
by  inserting,  after  the  words  ''report  to  Con 
gress  at  its  next  session,'*    the  words    "or 
sooner  if  practicable." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  '*  $800,000"  and  insemng 
''$400,000."  I  wish  to  explain  briefly  why 
I  move  this  amendment,  and  then  if  it  shall 
not  be  accepted  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, I  will  withdraw  it,  for  I  do  not  wish  to 
antagonize  the  committee.  From  the  besi 
information  I  can  obtain,  I  apprehend  that 
there  is  no  doubt  but  that  it  will  cost  at  least 
$400,000  to  complete  this  work.  I  SQppo9« 
that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  appropriation 
proposed  here  by  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce will  put  the  canal  in  a  working  con- 
dition, though  not  leaving  it  in  a  coadiuoa 
that  Congress  will  be  satisfied  with.  My  opin- 
ion and  belief  are  that  if  we  shall  make  this 
appropriation  $400,000,  instead  of  $300,000, 
it  will  enable  the  engineer  department  to  per- 
form the  entire  work  in  a  year,  and  periorm 
it  more  economically  than  they  will  be  eoabted 
to  do  if  the  work  is  prolonged  to  the  second 
year.  My  motive  in  moving  this  amendment 
is  not,  therefore,  particularly  to  enhance  the 
cost  of  this  work,  but  it  is  in  the  interest  of 
economy.  I  think  that  by  making  a  small 
appropriation  now  we  shall  ultimately  make  i: 
cost  more  than  if  we  were  now  to  apf>ropriate 
all  that  is  necessary.  If  with  theee  views  the 
committee  will  assent  to  this  amendment  and 
the  House  will  adopt  it,  I  think  we  shall  do  a 
wise  thing,  but  if  the  committee  decline  to 
assent  to  the  amendment  I  will  withdraw  it 

Mr.  McHENRY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hope  the 
motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
PerbtI  will  prevail.  I  had  a  conversation 
with  General  Weitzel,  the  engineer  of  this 
work,  and  he  informed  me  that  $400,000  wonid 
complete  the  work,  and  that  with  an  appropria- 
tion of  only  $800,000  now  it  would  take  at 
least  $150,000  hereafter  to  finish  it,  and  as  a 
matter  of  economy  we  ought  to  make  the  full 
appropriation  now,  because  it  is  not  contem- 
plated that  the  work  will  be  abandoned.  I  do 
not  ask  this  appropriation  on  behalf  of  my 
State,  but  in  the  interest  of  the  great  com- 
merce of  the  Ohio  river,  which  is  greater  thaa 
all  our  foretgn  commerce  combinea. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations have  reported  the  same  appropria- 
tion for  this  work  as  for  the  other  four  large 
works  of  a  like  character,  except  that  a  litUe 
more  has  been  eiven  to  the  improvement  at 
Des  Moines  rapids,  which  needs  a  larger  appro- 
priation. This  appropriation  will  eomplete 
the  canal  for  the  use  of  the  public,  although 
it  wiU  not  perhaps  protect  all  its  aide  wm&. 
The  present  appropriation  is  all  that  is  eMen- 
tial  ror  this  year.     I  hope  gentlemen  will  not 

Eress  this  increased  appropriation.  We  have 
een  very  liberal. .  We  feel  the  importance  of 
the  work.  This  appropriation  will  open  it  vp 
to  commerce,  and  next  year  we  oaa  maks  an 
appropriation  which  will  finish  it  np. 

Mr.  PERRY  of  Ohio.  I  said  in  the  begin 
ning  that  I  should  withdraw  this  amend meot 
if  the  committee  did  not  assent  to  it.  I  there- 
fore withdraw  iL 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Before  the  amendment  is 
withdrawn  I  desire  to  say  a  word.  This  sob- 
ject  has  received  a  great  deal  of  attention  at 
the  hands  of  the  committee  with  the  view  of 
relieving  the  commerce  of  the  Ohio  nrer  at  ai 
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early  day  from  the  enormoaa  burden  now  im- 
posed upon  it  of  fifty  cents  per  ton  for  the 
Davigatioa  of  that  caoal,  the  heaviest  burden 
imposed  upon  commerce  in  any  portion  of  the 
United  States.  I  presume  that  with  the  pres- 
ent appropriation,  and  the  measures  which  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  propose  to  recom- 
mend during  the  present  session ,  a  result  so 
exceedingly  desirable  to  the  commerce  of  that 
river  will  be  accomplished. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  the  improTement  of  the  Wabaah  rlTer,  Indi- 
ana, oommencing  at  ita  mouth,  $50,000. 

Mr.  GOLiLADAY.  I  move  to  amend  by 
adding  after  the  clause  just  read  the  follow- 
ing: 

For  the  farther  survey  and  improrement  of  the 
Cumberland  river  above  and  below  the  eity  of 
Nasbvilie.  Tennessee,  SSO.OOO. 

Mr.  Speaker,  a  survey  of  the  Cumber- 
land river  has  been  ordered  and  I  under- 
stand made  by  the  engineer,  Colonel  Abert. 
The  report  of  the  survey  has  not  yet  been 
printed,  or,  if  printed,  it  nas  only  been  within 
the  last  day  or  two,  so  that  I  have  been  unable 
to  get  a  copy  of  the  report  to  bring  the  matter 
to  the  attention  of  the  committee  before  this 
bill  was  reported  by  them.  The  bill  has  been 
reported  earlier  in  the  session  than  I  expected. 
My  information,  however,  is  that  the  engin- 
eer having  the  work  in  charge  has  recom- 
mended the  appropriation  of  a  much  larger 
sum  for  the  Cumberland  river  than  is  pro- 
posed by  my  amendment  to  be  appropriated. 
Inasmuch  as  the  work  is  being  carried  on  upon 
the  river,  I  desire  that  it  shall  be  continued 
by  this  appropriation  of  $80,000. 

Mr.  i^ONQER.  The  commiUee  having  be- 
fore them  the  reports  of  the  engineers,  have 
considered  the  necessity  of  appropriations  for 
this  river,  and  in  the  appropriation  for  the 
removal  of  the  Cumberland  dam  they  have 
reported  all  that  the  recommendation  of  the 
engineers  wonld  warrant  under  the  present 
circumstances.  There  is  no  question  but  that 
n  another  year,  when  some  of  these  larger 
worka  are  finished  and  the  appropriations  may 
}e  extended  to  -these  other  rivers,  the  Cum- 
berland river  will  receive  an  additional  appro- 
>riation.  But  I  must  object  to  this  appropria- 
ion  at  the  pre^nt  time. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Golladat  was  not 
igreed  to ;  there  being — ayes  64,  noes  73. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  the  oontinaation  of  the  work  now  in  profress 
•n  the  Tennessee  river  below  Ghattanooffii,  inelnd- 
DK  the  Muscle  shoals.  $25,000. 

Mr.  GARRETT.  I  move  to  amend  the 
lause  just  read  by  striking  out  *^  $25,000 '* 
od  inserting  '' $100,000."  I  will  state,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  in  my  opinion  there  is  no  more 
mportant  improvement  anywhere  in  the  Uni- 
id  States  than  the  one  now  under  considera- 
lon.  ^  There  is  no  river  whose  navigation  is 
lore  important  to  the  commerce  of  this  coun- 
ry  than  that  of  the  Tennessee  river.  At  Muscle 
boals,  and  above  Muscle  shoals,  it  will  not 
e  possible  to  do  any  good  by  appropriating 
25,000.  A  much  larger  sum  is  necessary,  if 
oy thing  is  necessary,  to  carrv  on  that  work, 
hope  the  House  will  adopt  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CONGER.  We  have  given  to  that 
ver,  in  proportion  to  the  amount  recom- 
tended  by  the  engineer  department,  more 
lan  any  other  work  in  the  United  States ;  we 
3ep  h  on  the  list  of  public  works.  We  have 
ipropriated  as  much  as  is  necessary  to  per- 
ct  during  the  coming  year  the  work  contem- 
iated  for  the  coming  year.  The  gentleman 
om  Tennessee  had  better  be  satisfied  that 
lis  is  upon  the  list  of  public  works  than  to 
I  danger  this  bill,  and  endanjger  the  whole 
stem  of  public  works,  by  increasing  this 
>propriation  in  this  unauthorized  way ;  that 
to  say,  bv  making  an  increase  of  this  appro- 
iation  which  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
d  not  think  was  either  necessary  or  right, 
e  bad  better  let  well  enouj^h  alone,  and  go 
I  with  this  system  of  public  improvements, 


embracing  the  commercial  interests  of  every 
section  of  the  country,  and  which,  so  far  as  we 
can  learn,  is  satisfactory  to  all  parts  of  the 
country.  We  had  better  go  on  and  make  these 
improvements  which  the  engineers  report  to 
us  are  necessary  than  to  break  down  this  bill 
and  destroy  it,  and  thereby  destroy  all  of  these 
improvements,  I  hope  the  gentleman  will  not 
enaanger  the  passage  of  this  bill  by  insisting 
on  his  amendment,  for  if  we  begin  by  increas- 
ing these  appropriations  the  inevitable  result 
will  be  the  loss  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  GARRETT.  I  hope,  Mr.  Speaker,  my 
amendment  will  not  endanger  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  nor  do  I  think  it  will  endanger  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  It  seems  to  me  it  is  clear 
to  all  who  have  looked  at  the  importance  of 
this  improvement  that  this  appropriation  of 
$100,000  ought  to  be  made  tor  the  improve- 
ment of  the  Tennessee  river.  Certainly  if 
there  are  any  rivers  in  the  United  States,  the 
navigation  of  which  ought  to  be  cared  for,  the 
Tennessee  is  one  of  those  rivers. 

Mr.  CONGER.  There  is  no  recommenda- 
tion which  came  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce from  the  engineers  for  that  amount  of 
money  for  the  improvement  of  the  Tennessee. 
Why  should  the  House  undertake  to  increase 
the  amount  of  appropriations  recommended 
by  the  board  of  engineers  for  this  work  ? 

Mr.  GARRETT.  The  engineer  in  charge 
of  this  work  was  here  a  few  days  ago,  and  he 
informed  me  during  a  private  conversation 
that  his  reeommendation  in  reference  to  the 
appropriation  for  this  work  did  not  come  in  in 
time  to  have  it  come  before  the  House  in  the 
general  report. 

Mr.SAWYER.  Let  it  take  the  usual  course, 
then,  and  go  before  the  committee  to  be  con- 
sidered. Why  should  we  make  this  largely  in- 
creased appropriation  until  it  has  been  recom- 
mended from  the  proper  department? 

Mr.  GARRETT.  This  is  absolutely  neces- 
sary for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  work. 
Unless  an  appropriation  of  $100,000  is  made 
for  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee  river,  at  and  above  the  Mufde 
shoals,  the  value  of  the  work  which  has  already 
been  done  will  be  seriously  endangered. 

Mr.  CONGER.  If  the  CommiUee  on  Com- 
merce undertook  to  make  appropriations  rec- 
ommended by  the  board  of  engineers,  then 
the  amount  of  this  bill  would  have  been 
$13,000,000  instead  of  $6,000,000.  We  have 
cut  down  this  bill  to  $6,000,000,  and  more  in 
proportion  has  been  given  to  the  Tennessee 
river  than  to  any  other  work.  If  the  gentle- 
man begins  to  swell  the  dimensions  of  this  bill 
by  increasing  the  appropriations  in  this  way. 
it  will  only  result  in  so  loading  down  the  bill 
as  to  prevent  its  passage. 

Mr.  GARRETT  rose. 

Mr.  CONGER.     I  call  for  a  vote. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  on  the  pen4ing 
amendment  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  move  to  strike  out  *'$100,000,'' 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  *'  $76,000.''  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  do  not  wish  to  debate  this  question, 
but  I  do  know  something  about  these  Muscle 
shoals  in  the  Tennessee  river.  I  was  there 
last  fall  and  saw  for  myself"  the  necessitv  for 
this  improvement  in  the  navigation  of  the 
Tennessee  river.  While  yon  are  appropriat- 
ing in  this  bill  large  appropriatioaa  for  every 
saw-log  stream  over  Michigan  and  throughout 
the  Northwest,  and  for  streams  which  no  one 
knows  anything  about,  here  is  an  appropria- 
tion of  only  $26,000  for  the  improvement  of 
the  Muscle  shoals  and  the  navigation  of  the 
Tenneseee  river,  a  river  which  is  capable  of 
carrying  on  it  more  commerce  than  any  one 
of  them.  This  appropriation  of  $26,000  is  a 
mere  nibble,  and  might  as  well  be  stricken  out 
for  all  the  good  it  will  do  in  improving  the 
navigation  of  the  Tennessee  river.  If  these 
Muscle  shoals  were  improved  it  would  add  two 
hundred  miles  of  navigation  to  the  Tennessee 
river,  and  perhapa  four  hundred  miles,  but  oer* 
tainly  two  hundred  miles  to  the  navigation  of 


one  of  the  finest  rivers  in  the  United  States, 
running  as  it  does  through  three  States.  But 
yet  $25,000  is  all  that  is  given  it,  which  is  as 
much  as  is  given  to  every  saw- log  stream 
throughout  the  Northwest.  It  seems  if  we 
are  to  give  anything  at  all  for  the  purpose  of 
this  improvement  we  ought  at  l<»ast  to  give 
$76,000.  If  you  do  not  give  it  $76,000,  then 
you  might  as  well  strike  out  the  appropriation 
for  that  purpose  in  this  bill  altogether. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  pardon  the  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  [Mr.  Beck]  his  unjust  and 
ungenerous  and  unmanly  fling  at  Michigan,  a 
Stale  which  has  more  shore- line  than  any 
other  five  States  of  the  Union,  and  whose 
commerce  has  been  beneficial  not  to  Michigan 
alone,  but  to  all  the  other  States  which  take 
its  lumber.  I  pardon  him  that  fling  because 
he  has  been  waiting  for  months  to  give  it  to 
me,  and  he  has  now  had  his  blessed  oppor- 
tunity. 

But  I  desire  to  tell  the  gentleman  that  this 
Congress  has  appropriated,  and  must  appro- 
priate for  the  next  year,  more  mciey  to  one 
single  work  in  the  State  of  Kentucky  than  the 
whole  amount  the  State  of  Michigan  has  ever 

Mr.  BECK.     What  work  is  that? 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  Louisville  canal,  for 
which  there  has  been  an  appropriation  of 
$6,000,000.  first  to  build  the  canal,  and  then 
to  pay  to  tne  stockholders  of  that  canal  the 
money  which  they  owned  in  the  present  canal. 
I  have  not  time  nor  inclination  now  to  resent 
properly  the  insinuations  of  the  gentleman. 
6ut  the  record  shows  that  aside  from  the  Sault 
8t8.  Marie  canal,  which  is  a  national  canal, 
and  the  St.  Claire  flats  canal,  which  is  forty 
or  fifty  miles  from  any  inhabitable  land  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  though  it  happens  to  be  on 
Michigan  soil,  and  is  for  the  general  benefit 
of  all  the  commerce  of  the  lakes,  Michigan  has 
received,  even  with  that,  in  proportion  to  its 
harbors,  less  than  any  other  State  lu  the  Union. 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  exhausted  on  the 
pending  amendments.  The  question  is  first 
on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky, [Mr.  Bsck,]  to  amend  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Gab- 
rett]  by  striking  out  '*  $100,000"  and  insert- 
insf  "  $76,000." 

Mr.  BECK.  I  withdraw  ray  amendment, 
and  move  another  amendment  to  make  the 
amount  $60,000. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  object  to  the  withdrawal 
of  the  gentleman's  amendment,  and  ask  for  a 
vote  upon  it. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Bsox's 
amendment,  there  were — ayes  66,  noes  61. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  is  next  on 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee, [Mr.  Garrett,]  as  amended  by  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Beck,]  to  insert  **  $76,000"  instead  of 
♦•  $26,000." 

The  question  being  taken,  there  were — ayes 
69,  noes  70. 

Mr.  BECK  demanded  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Beck  and 
Mr.  Sawtbr  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ^ayes  69,  aoes  76. 

So  the  amendment,  as  amended,  was  not 
•greed  to. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amount  appropriated  by  making  it  *'  $60,000  " 
instead  of  *' $26,000."  If  the  House  will 
indulge  me  for  a  moment,  I  will  say  that  I 
feel  considerable  interest  in  this  stream,  which 
runs  almost  the  entire  length  of  my  district 
and  past  my  own  door,  so  that  m^  horses* 
when  I  have  horses,  drink  oat  of  it.  As  I 
reiaarked  on  a  previous  occasion,  the  att^- 
tion  of  Congress  was  direoted  to  this  im- 
provement Ibrty  years  ago.  A  report  was 
made  in  the  time  of  the  administration  of 
John  Qiiiaey  Adams,  a  report  which  is  now 
00  th«  ^ee  of  CoogrMs»  and  work  oommaiioed 
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under  tbe  appropriation  that  was  made  for  the 
removal  of  this  great  obstraction  to  the  navi- 
gation of  this,  r  believe,  the  third  river  in 
this  part  of  the  continent.  Then  came  that 
political  change  in  which  improvement  became 
a  poUiical  issue,  and  the  improvements  were 
stopped.  Since  the  war  our  engineer  depart- 
ment, under  the  instruction  from  Congress, 
have  resurveyed  and  re^timated  the  work.  In 
the  first  session  of  the  present  Congress  an  esti- 
mate was  made  of  $26,000  only  for  the  im- 
{>rovement  of  the  Tennessee  river,  and  it  was 
imited  to  certain  works  in  operation.  Subse- 
quently a  report  came  in  asking  for  a  further 
appropriation  of  $26,000.  I  submit  that  for 
tnis  important  work,  so  essential  to  the  com- 
merce of  several  large  States,  the  $60,000 
which  I  ask  in  this  amendment  is  certainly  not 
an  immodest  request  on  our  part.  I  trust  there 
will  be  no  objection  to  giving  us  at  least  that 
sum. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  Mr.  Matttaod  ;  and  it  was 
agreed  to,  upon  a  division — ayes  74,  noes  48. 

Mr.  WHITTHORNE.  I  move  to  amend 
by  inserting  after  the  pending  paragraph  the 
following:  **for  the  improvement  o?  the  Ten- 
nessee river  between  Florence,  Alabama,  and 
Danville,  Tennessee,  $26,000.'' 

I  simply  desire  a  vote  upon  this  amendment. 
All  that  has  been  said  in  favor  of  the  import- 
ance of  the  Tennessee  river  has  been  heard 
by  the  House. 

Mr.  CONGER.  That  is  within  the  same 
limits  that  the  other  appropriation  is  for,  and 
npon  the  same  subject.  • 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Whitthorne 
was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SLOSS.  I  move  to  amend  the  pending 
paragraph  by  striking  out  the  words  '*  below 
Chattanooga,  including  the  Muscle  shoals,"  and 
inserting  the  words  **  below  the  Muscle  shoals." 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY.  I  move  to  insert  after 
the  pending  paragraph  **for  the  improvement 
of  Cumberland  river,  in  Tennessee,  $20,000." 
The  Committee  on  Commerce  had  before  them 
the  report  of  the  engineer  who  surveyed  the 
Cumberland  river,  to  which  I  wish  to  call  the 
attention  of  this  House.    That  report  states : 

Improvement  of  the  Cumberland  River  beloto  Na»h' 
ville,  ^en»«M««.---Con tracts  have  been  entered  into 
for  removioff  the  old  pier  foandation  at  Nashville, 
and  for  removing  the  obstructions  at  Nashville  and 
Gower's  Island,  and  at  Harpeth  shoals,  as  far  as  the 
means  available  will  permit.  The  preparations  fbr 
doing  the  work  have  been  commenced,  and  the 
officer  in  charge  believes  that  if  the  stage  of  the 
river  proves  to  be  favorable,  the  work  will  be  com- 
pleted daring  the  present  season. 

Amoant  estimated  as  the  cost  of  this  work  (see  spe- 
cial report  survey  of  the  Cumberland  river,  of 
January  20, 1871) .$248,821 

Appropriated  by  act  of  March  3, 1871 30.U00 

Amount  still  required $218,821 

No  money  was  received  and  none  expended  daring 
the  fiscal  year. 

Remaining  Jaly  1.1871 $90,000 

Rpquired  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  SO, 
1B73 218,821 

Now,  I  desire  to  say  to  the  House  that  I 
can  see  no  reason  why,  if  it  was  expected  that 
this  bill  should  contain  appropriations  to  the 
amount  of  five  or  six  million  dollars,  when 
they  bad  before  them  the  report  of  the  engin- 
eer upon  the  subject,  the  amount  necessary  to 
complete  the  improvement  of  the  Cumberland 
river  was  not  appropriated  here.  What  has 
been  appropriated  to  the  State  of  Tennessee? 
Her  two  grand  rivers,  the  Tennessee  and  the 
Cumberland,  are  both  important  streams  to 
us,  and  connect  other  States  with  our  own. 
But  when  you  turn  to  this' bill  yon  will  find 
one  appropriation  for  the  Tennessee  river  and 
none  for  the  Cumberland ;  and  yet  the  State 
of  Michigan  has  appropriated  by  this  bill 
$780,000  to  her  alone.  Then  turn  to  the 
appropriations  for  the  States  of  Wisconsin, 
Indiana,  New  York,  and  all  those  States  Uiat 
h«ve  appropriationi  in  this  bill,  and  yea  will 


find  large  appropriations  for  them.  Yet  the 
ereat  State  of  Tennessee,  the  fifteenth  in  the 
Union  in  point  of  wealth  and  the  amount  of 
taxes  she  pays  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  can  get  only  a  small  appropriation  for 
the  Tennessee  river,  although  the  Committee 
on  Commerce  had  before  them  the  report  of 
the  engineer  showing  how  much  will  be  needed 
by  the  end  of  the  nscal  year  in  1878  on  the 
Cumberland  river  also. 

I  am  entirely  willing  to  take  a  very  mode- 
rate appropriation  for  the  present ;  bnt  I  desire 
that  some  work  shall  be  done,  though  I  am 
assured  by  gentlemen  on  the  committee  that 
at  the  next  session  we  will  have  a  favorable 
consideration  of  an  appropriation  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  river.  I  therefore  ask  the 
House  to  give  ns  a  small  sum,  $20,000,  in 
order  that  the  work  on  this  river  may  not  die 
out. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  very  fact  that  there 
remains  of  an  appropriation  heretofore  made 
the  sum  of  $20,000  to  be  expended  during  the 
next  year  is  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee,  [Mr.  Golulday.J  The 
necessities  of  that  river  and  of  the  en^neer 
department  are  not  so  great  as  to  require  us 
to  add  to  one  appropriation  still  unexpended 
another  appropnation  for  this  year. 

The  amounts  which  the  committee  propose 
to  appropriate  are  for  work  to  be  done  slowly 
from  time  to  time  according  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  water  in  the  rivers.  The  engineer  is 
not  yet  ready,  bnt  he  hopes  he  will  be  at  the 
next  session  of  Congress,  to  continue  the  work. 
That  is  the  reason  why  we  do  not  pile  up  an 
additional  appropriation  upon  one  already 
unexpended,  to  await  the  contingencies  of 
the  nver. 

^  I  believe  the  Committee  on  Commerce  have 
given  a  fair  and  just  consideration  to  the  ne- 
cessities of  our  navigable  streams  and  harbors 
throughout  the  Union,  and  have  endeavored 
(perhaps  they  have  accomplished  their  en- 
deavor imperfectly)  to  do  jnstice  to  all  parts  of 
the  country.  We  certainly  have  labored  hard 
euDugh ;  we  have  carefully  studied  the  reports; 
and  in  this  case  we  think  it  better  that  only 
the  expenditure  now  proposed  be  made,  ana 
that  next  vear  there  be  an  additional  appro- 
priation which  we  will  report  as  soon  as  the 
necessity  arises. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Golladat^s 
amendment,  there  were — ayes  48,  noes  67. 

Mr.  GOLLADAY  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Golijldat 
and  Mr.  Conger  were  appointed. 

The  House  divided ;  and  the  tellers  report- 
ed^ayes  72,  noes  66. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  improvement  of  the  month  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  Loaisiana,  $155,000. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  to  move  to  insert 
afler  the  clause  just  read  the  following : 

For  improvement  of  Galcaaieu  pass,  in  the  State 
of  Loaisiana.  $15,000. 

Mr.  SAWYER.    There  is  no  objection  to 
that. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  Improvement  of  GMveston  harbor,  Texas, 
$16,000. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Texas.  I  move  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  clause  just  read,  and  insert- 
ing in  lieu  diereof  the  following : 

For  removal  of  obstmotiont  to  navigation  between 
Bolivar  channel  and  Houston,  Texas,  making  a 
channel  through  Red  Fish  bar,  $ld,O0() :  Provided, 
That  said  channel  shall  be  located  at  the  most  prac- 
ticable point  for  its  ultimate  deepening  to  the  aver- 
age depth  of  Galveston  bay. 

Mr.  SA WYE R.  That  does  not  increase  the 
appropriation.  The  committee  make  no  objec- 
tion to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HANCOCK.  I  tmstthat  if  any  change 
be  made  in  the  bill  it  will  be  made  in  accord - 
anoe  with  the  recommendation  contained  in  1 


the  report  of  the  engineer  corps.  The  %\^M 

froposed  to  be  appropriated  oy  the  bill  ia,&! 
understand,  for  the  purpose  of  mskiog  stii. 
further  explorations  as  to  what  may  be  dou 
in  the  way  of  deepening  the  channel  aod  ga- 
ting permanent  water  on  the  outer  bar.  A 
recent  report,  which  probably  has  oot  bes 
considered  by  the  committee,  proposes  thai  t 
still  further  amonnt  of  $15,000,  if  1  am  car 
rectly  informed,  be  appropriated  for  ib&i  per 
pose.  The  deepening  of  the  channel  u  ar 
independent  and  distinct  8abjec^matter;  ud 
for  this  purpose  the  report  asks  an  appropru 
tion  of  $135^000 ;  that  is,  for  faciliutiog  \k^ 
communicauon  between  tJie  cities  of  Giire^ 
ton  and  Houston,  for  which  purpose  I  h&Teaa 
amendment  prepared.  Accortfing  to  the  r^ 
port  of  the  engiueera  who  have  made  the  -ir 
yey  $16,000  would  be  simply  nothing  for  tiis 
accomplishment  of  the  work  contemplated  bj 
their  report ;  it  woald  effect  nothing  tov&ri 
the  object  in  view ;  it  would  be  just  $UM 
thrown  away.  I  tmst,  therefore,  thti  the 
amendment  of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Curx,  of 
Texas]  will  not  be  adopteS. 

Mr.  CLARK,  of  Texas.  If  my  colleigc- 
[Mr.  Hancock]  had  examined  the  reported' 
the  engineers  and  had  mac^e  himself  faoiiiu 
with  this  case,  he  would  not  have  made  the 
remarks  he  has  just  submitted.  Oo  page  lb 
of  the  engineer's  report  it  b  recommesidfd 
that  $16,000  be  appropriated  for  dredginf 
Qalveston  harbor,  in  the  same  report  the 
engineer-in-chief  states  that  this  process  of 
dredging  will  proye  bnt  of  temporary  rtii^f 
and  ultimately  will  be  a  failure.  Taking  tiui 
report  five  weeks  ago  I  submitted  to  the  Hock 
a  resolution  asking  for  a  resurvey  of  Oabes- 
ton  harbor,  with  a  view  to  some  penoanesi 
improvement.  I  know  so  far  as  the  Cbaoiber 
of  Commerce  of  the  city  of  Galveston  and  \h 
Chamber  of  Commerce  of  Houston  are  coo 
cerned,  they  have  arrived  at  the  same  coo- 
elusion  with  General  Humphreys,  chief  of  ijii 
corps  of  engineers,  and  Major  fiovell,  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  works  at  Galve^oc 
that  the  $16,000  appropriated  in  this  bi;I  lo? 
dredging  had  better  be  appropriated  for  cat- 
ting a  channel  through  Rea  Fish  bar,  as  rtc- 
ommended  in  the  engineers  report  Tbt 
money  recommended  to  be  ^)propriated  (« 
the  survey  of  Galveston  harbor  is  not  proni^ 
for  in  this  bill.  It  is  impossible  to  liod  oct 
the  amonnt  required,  because  the  engioeerio 
chief  states  it  may  take  from  three  to  tveke 
months  to  devise  a  plan,  so  that  G&kestos 
harbor  could  be  improved  and  made  such  a 
port  as  is  required  for  Texas.  The  sarrfj, 
however,  is  ordered  in  this  bill.  The  merchsn'j 
and  business  men  of  Galveston  are  aroused  sod 
are  in  earn«)8t  with  regard  to  this  matter. 

I  know  my  colleague,  if  he  had  inveatigitw 
the  subject  thoroughly,  would  not  ha^e  mtde 
any  objection  to  the  amendment  I  bare  offered. 
The  statement  made  in  the  engineer's  report 
is  a  plain  one,  so  plain  '*  that  he  who  niosniT 
read,''  that  we  mnst  have  a  loogi  tedtoQ^ll^^ 
exhaustive  survey  of  Galveston  harbor  b«toif 
means  can  be  devised  for  any  permaoent  m 
satisfactory  improvement.  . 

Mr.  LYNCH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hop*  th? 
amendment  will  not  be  adopted.  Ibe  ec- 
gineer's  report,  page  66,  shows  that  ^^^^^ 
been  expended  on  Galveston  harbor  $120.0(». 
and  recommends. an  additional  spproprtftt}08 
to  complete  the  works  of  $16,000.  ifwew^Pj 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  1«'*| 
we  simply  substitute  his  recommeodatioD  lo- 
the  recommendation  of  the  engineer  dep«f" 
ment,  after  having  expended  $120,000  on  tw 
work,  the  recommendation  of  the  engio^ 
department  being  that  only  $16,000  is  reqmff« 
in  addition. 


more, 
me 

ment  of  the  gentleman .      ^ 

transfer  the  appropriation  to  a  work  not  p 
commenced,  away  from  a  work  which  «  ^ 
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in  progress.  I  hope  we  will  stand  by  the  text 
of  the  bill,  and  let  the  appropriation  stand  as 
reported  by  the  committee  and  recommended 
byuhe  engineer  department. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  If  we  are  going  in  the  House 
to  adopt  amendments  of  that  sort,  without 
knowing  anything  about  them,  when  we  have 
the  recommendation  before  the  House  of  the 
engineer  department,  and  the  report  of  the 
Cominiitee  on  Commerce  in  accordance  with 
that  recommendation,  we  shall  be  at  sea  upon 
all  these  matters.  1  hope  the  amendment  will 
be  rejected. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Mr.  HANCOCK.  I  move  to  amend  by 
adding  atler  line  one  handred  and  seventy- 
six,  on  page  8,  what  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  ezoaTation  of  a  six-foot  channel  across 
Red  Fish  bar  and  Clopper's  bar,  at  the  Janotion  of 
Buffalo  bayon  and  Ghalyeston  ba7,TezM,one  hun- 
ired  feet  in  width,  the  sum  of  ^125,000  is  hereby 
ipproprtated. 

Mr.  HANCOCK.  I  now  ask  the  Clerk  to 
read  the  following  report  from  the  engineer  in 
charge. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Unitxd  Statxs  ENOTKBia's  Oppioe. 
Nbw  Oblkans,  Louisiana,  Anril  4, 1871. 

Qenbbal:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in 
>bedience  to  iDstructions  contained  in  engineer 
lepartment  letter,  dated  Jaly  23, 1870, 1  hare  caosed 
'.o  be  made  a  survey  and  examination  at  Buffalo 
aayoa  for  a  ohannel  of  navigation  through  Baffalo 
>ayou  and  Galveston  bay  tolBolivar  ohannel,  near 
;he  outer  bar  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

I  forward  herewith  the  report  of  First  Lieutenant 
9.  M.  Adams,  corps  of  engineers.  United  States 
irmy,  who  was  charged  with  the  conduct  of  the 
larvey;  also  the  maps  to  which  he  refers  in  his 
report. 

The  recommendation  made  by  Lieutenant  Adams 
IS  concurred  in,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  excavation 
)f  a  six-foot  channel  across  Red  Fish  bar  and  Clop- 
per's bay.  one  hundred  feet  in  width.  Estimated 
expense,  $62,805. 

It  should  be  remarked  that  this  estimate  contem- 
)1ates  having  the  work  done  by  oonrTaot,  at  fifty 
tents  per  cubic  yard.  Should  the  work  be  author- 
sed  by  Conf  reus,  the  engineer  placed  in  charge  may 
Ind  himselt  forced  to  purchase  dredges,  scows,  and 
ugs  with  which  to  prosecute  it;  ihusinvolvioggrester 
(xpense  than  estimated.  In  view  of  this  contin- 
rency.  I  think  it  advisable  to  increase  the  estimate 
0J125.OOO. 

Tbere  will  Airther  be  required  an  annual  appro- 
>riati()n  (the  amoant  of  which  may  not  now  be  esti- 
nated)  for  maintenance  of  channel. 

Before  the  United  States  Government  assumes 
harjte  of  this  work,  the  right  of  the  Houston  Direct 
Ifavigaiion  Company  to  collect  tolls  on  vessels  going 
10  further  up  the  bayou  than  Uarrisburg  should  be 
ixtinguished,  afler  reimbuising  this  company  for 
noney  they  may  have  expended  in  making  valuable 
mprovements  below  Harrisburg. 

The  work  is  situated  in  the  oollection  district  of 
^al^eston,  between  the  ports  of  Qalveston  and 
louflton,  and  near  the  light-houses  on  Red  Fish 
tar  and  Clopper's  bar,  Qalveston  bay,  Texas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepeotfully,  your 


bedient  servant. 


C.  W.  HOWELL, 


Ooiptain  of  Engineert,  Unittd  Statet  Army. 

Irig.  Oen.  A.  A.  Humpbbeys.  CAtV  1^  Enffineer$, 
United  Statet  Army,  Waahintftan,  D,  C. 

Mr.  HANCOCK.  The  Hoase  will  observe 
Qj  amendment  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
eport  of  the  engineer-in-chief  who  made  this 
arvey.  I  am  not  disposed  to  complain  of  the 
mount  appropriated  to  other  sections  of  the 
Juited  States,  and  I  find  no  fault  with  the 
eoRraphy  of  the  gentleman  who  claims  that 
lichigan  has  a  longer  coast-line  than  any 
ther  iive  States  of  the  Union  :  but  I  think  I 
lay  say  that  the  coast-line  of  Texas  is  enti- 
led to  more  than  $16,000  of  these  appropri- 
tiona  which  aggregate  $4,900,000;  of  which 
nm,  I  believe,  as  near  as  I  can  gather  from 
le  estimates,  about  eight  hundred  thousand 
ollars  is  given  to  the  State  of  Michigan  alone, 
presume,  sir,  that  it  is  proper  that  that  amonnt 
liould  be  appropriated  for  the  improvements 
lere.  Doubtless  the  improvements  are  neces- 
iry  and  ought  to  be  made.  The  gentlemen 
aaking  the  reports  are  probably  familiar  with 
le  wanta  of  that  section  of  the  country,  and 
re  therefore  in  a  position  to  present  its  claims. 
!at  I  venture  to  say  that  the  interests  of  that 
Kstion  can  present  no  greater  claim  than  do 


the  interests  of  Texas  with  reference  to  the 
making  of  this  improvement. 

Here  is  an  improvement  at  a  point  over 
which  passes  the  commerce  of  at  least  a  mil- 
lion people.  All  the  bulky  freights  which 
pass  between  Texas  and  New  Orleans  must 
necessarily  pass  along  Galveston  bay  and  Buf- 
falo bayou,  and  the  recommendation  here  is 
that  the  water  may  be  suflSciently  deepened 
to  enable  that  commerce  to  have  such  facil- 
ities as  we  have  a  right  to  expect  for  it  at  the 
hands  of  the  Government.  This  does  not 
interfere  in  any  way  with  the  outer  bar. 
This  is  a  distinct  and  independent  subject  of 
improvement.  It  ia  located  some  forty  miles 
from  the  outer  bar,  where  the  $16,000  is  ap- 
propriated for  the  purpose  of  deepening  the 
channel  and  determinine  whether  the  object 
can  be  accomplished  of  naving  a  permanent 
deeper  channel  there. 

I  nope  the  House  will  not  consider  that  this 
amount  is  greater  thah  Texas  has  a  right  to  ex- 
pect, in  view  of  the  amount  of  commerce  that 
will  be  subserved  by  this  appropriation.  I  de- 
sire before  my  time  expires  to  state  that  I  offered 
this  amendment  at  the  request  of  the  mercan- 
tile community  in  the  cities  between  which  this 
is  the  line  of  communication.  If  the  gentle- 
man who  happens  to  represent  that  particular 
section  of  the  State  at  the  present  time  does 
not  agree  with  me,  there  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  have  the  facilities  that  are  here 
asked  for.  My  constituents  are  immediately 
interested  in  the  improvement  of  this  naviga- 
tion, for  it  is  there  this  channel  for  the  com- 
merce of  niy  own  town  and  all  sections  of  the 
State  must  necessarily  come ;  and  this  being 
a  work  that  is  approved  of  and  recommended 
by  the  board  of  engineers,  I  trust  the  House 
will  do  us  the  justice  to  grant  this  appropria- 
tion. 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  committee  thought  it 
was  more  desirable  that  an  appropriation  for 
Galveston  harbor  should  be  made,  to  perfect 
the  harbor,  which  is  now  the  common  narbor 
for  the  town  of  the  gentleman  who  has  just 
spoken,  and  other  towns  there,  than  for  this 
new  work,  the  expense  of  which,  the  engineer 
himself  says,  is  uncertain.  It  maybe  $60,000 
or  it  may  be  $125,000.  We  cannot  tell.  The 
committee  think,  as  also  does  the  engineer, 
that  it  is  better  to  make  the  appropriation  to 
deepen  the  channel  in  Galveston  harbor,  which 
is  the  common  receptacle  of  the  trade  of  all 
these  other  surrounding  towns,  than  to  com- 
mence a  new  work.  I  think  the  House  will 
think  so,  too.  I  ask  for  a  vote  on  the  proposi- 
tion. I  will  only  say  further  that  this  is  the 
largest  appropriation  bill  for  rivers  and  harbors 
that  has  ever  been  permitted  to  pass  through 
the  House,  and  if  these  amendments  are  put 
on,  still  further  increasing  it  by  any  consider- 
able amount^  the  bill  may  be  lost  entirely. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Hancock,  there  were — ayes  48,  noes  84. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Tangipahoa  river. 
Louisiana,  $2,500. 

Mr.  SHBLDON.  I  offer  the  following 
amendment,  to  come  in  after  the  paragraph 
which  has  just  been  read : 

For  removing  the  wreck  of  the  gun-boat  Oregon 
from  the  Chlfunote  river,  $6,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  improvement  of  Mobile  harbor  and  bay. 
Alabama,  $50,000. 

Mr.  HAYS.  I  move  to  amend  by  striking 
out/*  $60,000"  and  inserting  ♦*  $100,000."  1 
desire  to  say  that  Mobile  is  one  of  the  largest 
exporting  cities  on  the  whole  southern  coast. 
We  have  asked  for  no  appropriation  except 
this  in  the  appropriation  bill,  and  I  hope  the 
amendment  I  have  offered  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CONGER.    I  desire  to  say  that  there 

is  already  an  unexpended  appropriation   of 

I  $50,000  standing  to  the  credit  of  Mobile  har- 


bor. I  think  it  reaches  $70,000,  but  I  know 
that  it  is  as  much  as  $50,000.  That  amount 
will  be  expended  this  year  with  the  $50,000 
appropriated  by  this  bill,  making  $100,000  in 
all,  the  amount  which  the  engineer  requires  for 
the  present  year. 

Mr.  HAYS.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
recommends  that  $100,000  be  appropriated. 

Mr.  CONGER.  And  the  unexpended  $50,- 
000,  with  the  $50,000  here  appropriated,  will 
make  up  that  amount 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Hats' s 
amendment,  there  were — ayes  87,  noes  85. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  HAYS  called  for  tellers. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  ordering  tell- 
ers ;  and  there  were  ten  in  the  affirmative. 

So  (the  affirmative  not  being  one  fifth  of  a 
quorum)  tellers  were  not  ordered. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TURNER.  I  move  to  amend  the  nend- 
ing  paragraph  by  striking  out  '*  $50,000^  and 
inserting**  $76,000.'' 

Mr.  LYNCH.  There  was  on  hand  unex- 
pended of  the  last  appropriation  $79,285 ;  and 
that,  with  the  $50,000  here  appropriated,  will 
be  enough  for  this  year. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce thought  we  had  been  extremely  liberal 
for  this  harbor. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Turner  was 
not  agreed'  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

For  the  improvement  of  Savannah  harbor  and 
bay,  Georgia,  tSO.OOO. 

Mr.  McINTYRE.  I  move  to  amend  the 
paragraph  just  read  by  striking  out  **  $50,000" 
and  insertmg  **  $100,000."  I  hold  in  my  hand 
the  report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  of  that 
department,  in  which  he  states  that  it  would 
cost  $250,500  to  do  this  work.  In  that  same 
report  he  recommends  that  at  this  time  there 
shall  be  reported  the  sum  of  $128,700. 

I  do  not  move  this  amendment  in  any  cap- 
tious spirit,  but  because  I  think  the  interest 
of  that,  particular  locality  requires  the  expend- 
iture of  a  larger  sum  than  is  proposed  to  be 
given  by  this  bill.  I  desire,  m  addition  to 
what  I  have  already  said,  to  say  that  Savannah 
is  the  only  point  in  the  State  of  Georgia  for 
which  it  is  proposed  by  this  bill  to  appropriate 
one  single  dollar  for  the  benefit  01  the  com- 
merce of  that  State.  There  is  no  other  point 
upon  its  entire  coast,  no  river  within  its  bor- 
ders, for  which  an  appropriation  is  given  in  this 
particular  bill.  The  appropriations  proposed 
to  be  made  for  other  points  are  some  of  them 
very  heavy.  The  State  of  New  York  has  some 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars ;  the 
State  of  Michigan  has  about  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  while  only  $60,000  is  appro- 
priated for  the  State  of  Georgia.  I  ask  this 
increase  for  an  additional  reason.  To  day 
Savannah  is  the  second  city  in  commercial 
importance  in  the  South.  New  Orleans  alone 
receives  more  cotton  than  does  Savannah. 
Before  the  war  Savannah  never  received  more 
than  two  hundred  thousand  bales  of  cotton  in 
a  season,  while  since  the  war  she  has  received 
as  high  as  seven  hundred  thousand  bales  in 
one  season,  showing  that  the  commerce  of 
that  city  is  rapidly  increasing. 

I  will  also  say  to  this  House  that  since  the 
war  Savannah  has  extended  her  railroad  com- 
munications into  Florida  and  Alabama,  and 
has  brought  an  increase  of  commerce  to  her 
port.  She  desires  and  ought  to  have  greater 
facilities  for  this  commerce.  Savannah  is 
located  some  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Savannah  river.  When  you 
speak  of  Savannah  harbor  you  mean  not  only 
tne  port  of  Savannah,  the  part  of  the  river 
immediately  in  the  vicinity  of  that  city,  but 
also  that  part  of  the  river  extending  from  the 
city  of  Savannah  to  the  bar,  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  miles  below  the  city.  1  feel  that  we 
are  not  asking  too  much  when  we  ask  for  an 
appropriation  of  $100,000.    I  do  not  ask  that 
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this  appropriation  shall  be  raised  to  the  amount 
recommended  by  the  engiueer  departmenti  that 
is,  $128,700.  I  simply  propose  to  iocrease  tbe 
amount  to  $100,000.  xhe  engineer  in  charge 
says  it  will  take  in  the  neighborhood  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  complete 
the  work. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  would  call  the  attention 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  [  Mr.  McIktyre] 
to  the  frtct  that  his  appeal  for  sympathy  on  the 
ground  that  his  harbor  has  never  received  aid 
from  the  General  Government  is  a  little  unkind. 
Perhaps  no  harbor  in  the  United  States  has 
been  so  generously  dealt  with,  according  to  its 
necessities,  as  the  harbor  of  Savannah.  Not 
even  the  State  of  Michigan  has  received  for  the 
improvement  of  its  many  and  important  har- 
bors and  rivers  the  encouragement  which  Savan- 
nah has  received.  The  Government  has  ex- 
pended for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Savanah  alone  the  sum  of  $841,073  66,  outside 
the  appropriation  here  proposed.  Now,  the 
sum  of  $841,000  is  no  small  amount  for  a  single 
harbor.  The  gentleman  may  congratulate  him> 
self  that  he  represents  a  harbor  that  has  been 
the  pet  of  the  Government,  and  has  received 
heretofore  the  most  generous  appropriations. 
Let  that  pass,  however. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  What  is  the  matter 
with  this  harbor? 

Mr.  CONGER.  The  matter  with  it  is  that 
there  have  been  sunk  in  the  harbor  of  Savan- 
nah several  boats  loaded  with  stone,  which  got 
there  the  Lord  knows  how,  and  for  what  pur- 
pose nobo(hr  knows,  [laughter ;  ]  within  the 
last  ten  or  fifteen  years  those  boats  loaded  with 
stone  have  been  sunk  in  the  channel  of  Savan- 
nah harbor  to  keep  somebody  out  or  to  keep 
somebody  in,  X  do  not  know  which.  They 
ought  to  be  removed  some  time  or  other, 
although  there  is  a  channel  around  them  for 
vessels  of  as  deep  a  draught  as  any  that  come 
there. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  $50,000  will  remove 
those  boats  which  lie  directly  in  the  channel. 
We  propose  to  appropriate  just  enough  to  re- 
move those  obstructions  in  the  direct  chan- 
nel. By  whose  fault  those  obstructions  got 
there  I  cannot  tell,  and  do  not  care.  But  w« 
have  appropriated  money  enough  to  remove 
all  the  obstructions  in  the  mid-channel — 
those  which  obstruct  the  direct  navigation. 
There  are  other  boats  sunk  along  tbe  side 
which  some  time  or  other  should  be  removed. 
Next  year  the  committee  will  probably  report 
an  appropriation  to  make  the  channel  still 
larger,  and  for  that  purpose  to  remove  the 
obstructions  lying  on  the  ed^es  of  the  river. 
But  we  now  propose  a  sufficient  amount,  ac- 
cording to  the  report  of  the  engineers,  to  make 
a  good  and  sufficient  channelof  ample  depth 
for  present  purposes ;  and  this  appropriation  ^ 
in  addition  to  the  $841,000  which  has  been 
appropriated,  ought  to  make  Savannah  har- 
bor the  best  harbor  of  the  South.  I  hope 
that  the  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  move  to  amend  by 
striking  out  the  last  word.  I  make  this  motion 
for  the  sake  of  hearing  from  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  [Mr.  McIntyre]  what  is  the 
matter  with  this  harbor. 

Mr.  McINTYRE.  The  history  of  Savannah 
harbor  will  be  remembered  by  most  gentlemen 
here.  During  the  revolutionary  war  hulks  of 
several  vessels  were  sunk  in  that  harbor,  and 
firom  that  cause  there  have  been  accumulations 
of  silt,  sand,  &q,  1  suppose  the  gentleman 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Covoer]  intends  to  insin- 
uate that  during  the  war  the  confederate  offi- 
cers sunk  other  vessels  there.  That  is  true , 
but  let  me  say  that  since  the  close  of  the  war 
the  city  of  Savannah  has  appropriated  out  of 
her  treasury,  and  actually  expended  upon  the 
harbor,  over  two  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
In  view  of  this  expenditure  from  our  private 
means,  we  feel  we  are  not  asking  too  much 
when  we  call  upon  Congress  to  give  at  least 
one  hiilf  what  the  city  herself  has  appropriated. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.    Dow  the  gentleman 


say  that  th«  only  boats  sunk  in  that  harbor  are 
the  old  ones  put  tberediiring  the  revolutionary 
war?  My  impression  is  that  those  were  re- 
moved and  that  others  have  got  there  since. 

Mr.  MoiNTYHE.  I  said  expressly  that 
others  were  sunk  there  during  the  late  war: 
and  I  also  said  that  the  city  of  Savannah  had 
appropriated  over  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars for  the  removal  of  those  obstructions  and 
the  improvement  of  that  harbor. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  withdraw  my  pro 
forma  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken -on  agreeing  to 
Mr.  McIntyrb's  amendment^  there  were — 
ayes  55,  noes  59. 

Mr.  McINTYRE  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  McInttre 
and  Mr.  Sawyer  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  tbe  tellers 
reported — ayes  61,  noe^  68. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YOUNG.  1  move  to  amend  the  pend- 
ing paragraph  by  striking  out  ** fifty''  and 
inserting  **  seventy-five,^'  so  as  to  provide  for 
an  appropriation  of  $75,000. 

On  agreeing  to  the  amendment  there  were-^ 
ayes  61,  noes  68. 

Mr.  YOUNG  called  for  tellers. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Young  and 
Mr.  MooRB  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  57,  noes  64. 

So  tbe  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  to  amend  the  pending 
paragraph  by  inserting  $65,000  instead  of 
$50,000  as  the  amount  of  appropriation.  I 
am  not  in  favor  of  making  appropriations  for 
local  improvement-s ;  but  when  it  comes  to 
making  improvements  upon  rivers  aad  lakes 
in  which  the  people  at  large  have  an  interest, 
and  when  we  consider  the  fact  that  this  bill 
makes  an  aggregate  appropriation  of  nearly 
five  million  aoliars,  it  is  nothing  more  than 
just  that  we  should  examine  how  this  money 
is  to  be  expended. 

I  have  examined  this  bill  carefully,  and  I  find 
there  is  only  the  sum  of  $811,000  in  all  these 
appropriations  which  is  distributed  to  the  im- 
provement of  rivers  and  harbors  in  the  Sonth, 
while  tbe  balance,  amounting  to  a  sum  of 
$4,164,000,  is  distributed  to  the  improvement 
of  the  rivers  and  harbors  in  the  North.  And 
1  notice,  too,  all  tbe  gentlemen  who  are  on  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  or  their  States  at 
least,  have  a  very  large  proportion  of  that 
balance  of  $4, 164,000.  Their  respective  States 
have  by  far  the  largest  proportion  of  the  bal- 
ance of  the  appropriations,  deducting  the 
$811,000  distributed  to  tbe  South. 

Now,  sir,  without  discussing  tbe  question  of 
amnesty,  which  is  more  or  less  involved  in  the 
equal,  fair,  and  just  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject, without  referring  to*  the  old  Democratic 
doctrine  in  reference  to  these  river  andharbor 
improvements,  1  beg  to  call  the  attedlion  of 
the  House  to  the  unfairness  of  this  bill  which 
gives  only  one  fourth  of  this  large  sum  of  money 
to  the  southern  nortioo  of  this  country,  includ- 
ing tbe  States  of  Maryland  and  Delaware,  where 
thev  have  perhaps  twice  as  large  a  line  of  coast 
and  larger  river  navigation,  and  where  they 
have  more  interest,  in  one  sense,  to  be  taken 
care' of  than  in  the  more  prosperous  parts  of 
the  North.  I  should  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  tbe  House  to  tbe  diflferent  details  of  this 
bill  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  smallest 
modicum  of  appropriation  is  given  to  these 
various  rivers  and  harbors  in  tbe  South  com- 
pared to  what  is  given  to  Wisconsin,  Michi- 
gan, and  Minnesota,  and  to  the  Ohio  river, 
and  to  other  portions  of  the  country. 

Now,  the  South  has  a  large  commerce.  I  do 
not  know  but  she  has  more  than  one  half  of 
our  export  trade.  1  know  that  her  interests 
are  very  great  in  steamboat  as  well  as  in  coast 
navigation,  and  if  gentlemen  were  just  toward 
our  country  they  would  be  juat  to  the  South, 
for  the  South  ia  part  of  our  country.  I  waa 
surprised  and  huvniliated,  Mr.  Speekeivto  see  1 


sectional  votes  given  on  this  snbiect  I  tbiu 
we  ought  to  be  just,  and  especially  to  the  In* 
bor  of  Savannah,  where,  as  we*  hare  b«c 
advertised  by  the  gentleman  from  Georfi 
they  have  paid  out  $250,000  from  the  ci ; 
treasury  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  ges' 
eral  commerce  of  ibe  country. 

Mr.  CONGEB.     What  is  year  motion? 

Mr.  COX.  It  is  to  make  this  appropriad^s 
$65,000  instead  of  $60,000 ;  and  since  lo  nuci 
is  given  to  northern  harbors,  and  especial? '..< 
harbors  in  the  State  of  Michigao— «Bd  I  &$t 
tbe  gentleman  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cosgu]  i 
watching  me  to  reply  to  my  reaiarici--iiii^H 
we  have  made  the  vast  bulk  of  thae  apprj 
priations  for  tbe  North  and  the  Norih*e>t..' 
think,  if  we  do  not  propose  to  be  geDeroQ$  a 
the  same  degree  to  the  South,  we  oosbt  ^ 
least  mete  out  to  her  equal  and  exaet  jiutiK. 
and  do  for  tbe  improvement  of  her  riren  as^ 
harbors  what  we  propose  to  do  for  tiie  is- 
provement  of  rivers  and  .harbors  e)sewb«>re. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  shoald  like  u. 
inquire  of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  [Mr, 
Cox]  if  he  can  inform  the  Hoose  wbtt^f 
$200,000  were  appropriated  by  SsraQoaliU 
put  her  harbor  in  good  condition  befort  sb 
spoiled  it? 

Mr.  COX  I  will  allow  the  geetlein&n  fni 
Georgia  to  answer  that  question  of  ibe  geo 
tleman  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  McINTYRE  rose. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The'  time  of  the  gefltl^ 
man  from  New  York  is  exbansted. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Now,  Mr.  Sneaker,  I  wIjIs 
to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  ui 
to  every  gentleman  who  ulks  sboot  appra 
priations  tor  the  State  of  Michigan,  that,  &!.<ii 
from  those  for  two  national  works  io  vbici 
every  State  in  this  Union  is  more  interestd: 
than  the  State  of  Michigan,  she  oolj  pa  ie 
this  bill  $164,000  for  twenty  harbors,  wbicbas) 
member  will  see  by  a  small  effort  of  calcoiatioa 
under  the  mle  of  three  is  a  mocb  m^ilti 
proportion  of  appropriation  for  these  t^ts? 
harbors  in  Michigan  than  is  allowed  fortke 
improvement  of  harbors  elsewhere. 

But  let  that  pass.     I  say  to  the  /^eDtieDic 
from  Now  York  that  he  is  entirely  vronsu 
his  calculation,  and  he  did  not  look  orer  tbQ 
bill  correctly  when  he  says  that  tbe  proponioa 
given  to  the  South  is  less  than  ooe  foortb  of 
the  amount  appropriated  by  this  bill.   If  l^c 
will  look  at  the  appropriation  for  tbemootho* 
the  Mississippi  nver,  for  Cape  Fear  rifer,  to' 
Savannah,  Charleston,  and  other  places.  &od 
for  the  Mississippi  river  itself,  with  ail  to 
tributaries  extendmg  into  the  soatfaem  SUiei 
he  will  see  that  a  little  over  one  ibird  of  i« 
appropriations  in  this  bill  goes  to  tbe  SoqUi 
There  has  been  no  partial  or  sectional  feeiiBg 
on  the  part  of  the  Committee  on  Commtrce 
The  South  was  represented  in  that  eommm 
by  southern  members  as  talented  sod  as  ifi- 
ous  in  behalf  of  the  interesu  of  their  seciuHi 
as  the  gentleman  from  New  York  pos^f? 
oonld  be  for  them.  ,      . . 

Now,  the  point  I  make  io  regard  to  iii» 
appropriation  is  that  the  eommittee  bar«  s^ 
propriated  in  the  bill  for  the  improTetueflt « 
Savannah  harbor  all  that  is  re<K)iDaeo(i^ 
in  the  report  of  the  engineer  department  f| 
necessary  to  remoTe  obetraotions  fro«  <J' 
channel.     Of  cauwe,   it  will  not  m«k*»  tw 
channel  as  wide  as  we  hereafter  hope  to  d»^ 
it,  or  to  make  it  as  good  a  chssnel  as  poeJi« 
on  the  continent    This  is  all  tbMi  a  »eces»7 
now,  and  it  is  all  we  hare  done  for  the  m^l^ 
ments  of  other  harbors ;  that  is,  to  mat  »J 
available  for  the  purpose  of  na^igs"0"  ia>^' 
diately  and  to  keep  our  bill  within  reawa*^^ 
limits.     If  it  needed  more  to  make  tii^^l 
bor  available  for  the  largest  class  of^^-'*^* : 
reach  Savannah,  we  would  bs^  P^^  ""'^i, 
But  our  policy  has  been  in  w^«f^"^  w 
these  improvements  that  when  «e  ge<      ^ 
the  work  which  the  genilemsn  from  >ej  l 
[Mr.  CoKj  appMi»  before  as  Io  ple^  ^ 
keU  Chtt^-^  wliiek  we  sppfO|tn<«  ^'^ 
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half  a  million  dollars  tbia  year,  as  we  did  last 
year,  and  shall  have  to  do  next  year ;  when 
wfi  get  rid  of  these  large  appropriations  on  the 
works  which  mnst  have  large  appropriations 
to  make  them  available  to  the  wants  of  com- 
merce, then  we  will  be  able  to  take  up  the 
smaller  rivers  and  harbors.  We  trust  we  shall 
coniiiiue  this  work  until  we  have  so  improved 
all  the  rivers  and  harbors  and  channels  of 
transportation  throughout  the  country  as  to 
cheapen  transportation  and  render  all  our 
ports  free  of  access  to  the  commerce  of  our 
common  country. 

Mr.  COX  rose. 

The  SP£AKEB  pro  tempore,  (Mr.  Boofibu) 
in  the  chair. )  Debate  is  exhausted.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox.] 

Mr.  COX,  I  withdraw  it,  and  move  to  amend 
by  making  the  amount  $67,000. 

I  call  to  the  aitention  of  the  gentleman  from 
Michigan,  [Mr.  Conobb,]  who  hM  spoken  on 
behalf  of  tbe  Committee  on  Commerce,  the 
fact  that  he  has  misstated  the  amounts  appro- 
priated to  the  South  by  this  bill.  (  h^ye  made 
a  collation  of  the  appropriations  of  this  bill, 
and  I  find  thi^t  the  total  amount  so  appropri- 
ated is  $834,000.  For,  the  improvement  of 
the  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Arkf^qsas,  and  other 
rivers  in  tne  States  of  Missouri,  ArkansiAS, 
and  tiouisiana  the  i^ppropriatioo  amounts  to 
$2aO|QOO.  Tbe  appropriation  for  the  Tennes- 
see river  is  $50,000;  it  h^  beeq  increased 
somewhat  i^bove  what  wM  originally  in  tbe 
bill,  and  I  have  mided  the  iucre^e  to  the 
total.  For  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river, 
which  is  a  n^tiou^l  mi^tter,  tl^e  appropriation 
is  $165,000;  for  Q^lveston  harbor,  $16,000; 
for  Mobile,  $50,000 ;  tor  Charleston,  $40,000; 
for  Savannah,  $50,Q00;  for  Baltimore,  $100,- 
000  ;  for  James  river,  $50,000  ;  and  so,  ruq- 
ning  down  through  the  whole  list  of  appropri- 
ations for  all  the  southf rn  States,  including 
Maryland,  Pelaware,  and  Missouri,  and  incluo- 
10^  the  appropriation  for  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi,  wbioh  is,  as  I  have  said,  a  national 
matter  m  a  strictly  commercial  sense,  the 
amount  of  appropriations  is  only  $834,000. 
How,  then,  can  tue  gentleman  say  that  one 
third  or  nearly  one  half  of  the  appropriations 
in  this  bill  are  for  the  South?  i  understand 
the  gentleman's  allusion  to  Hell  Gate-^— 

Mr.  CONGER.  Tbere  is  an  appropriation 
of  $250,000  for  tbe  Mississippi  which  the  gen- 
tleman has  not  counted ;  and  there  is  an  ap- 
gropriation  of  $250,000  for  the  Ohio  which 
e  has  not  counted;  those  two  items  make 
$500,000  more.  Then  there  is  an  appropri- 
ation of  $450,000  for  the  improvement  of  the 
Des  Moines  Haoids,  which  is  a  work  as  much 
needed  fur  the  aenefit  of  the  southern  States 
OS  of  any  otherportion  of  the  country. 

Mr.  COX.  Th^w  appropriations  to  which 
the  gentleman  alludes  belong  to  Pennsylvania 
and  Ohio,  and  not  to  the  South  in  any  proper 
sense  of  the  word.  I  have,  therefore,  to  ex- 
press my  surprise  and  mortification  that  the 
committee  in  a  bill  of  this  character  should 
thus  distinguish  between  the  different  sections 
of  the  countrv.  I  want  a  bill  that  will  be  fair 
all  round  in  the  interests  of  commerce. 

As  regards  this  matter  of  Hell  Oate  I  (}uite 
understand  what  tbe  gentleman  means,  for  the 
other  day  in  challenging  my  vote  against  one 
of  the  land  grants,  he  declared  that  he  would 
vote  against  Hell  Qate. 

Mr.  CONGER.  My  object  was  that  it 
might  be  shut,  in  order  that  the  gentleman 
might  not  have  a  chance  of  going  through  it. 

Mr.  COX.  That  is  only  second-hand  wit. 
That  is  my  own  wit,  and  it  Is  very  poor  when 
repeated. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  rise  to  oppose  the 
amendment,  for  the  purpose  of  saying  that  I 
regret  that  any  attempt  has  been  made  to  make 
capital  out  ot  sectional  considerations,  or  to 
revive  in  this  Hall  a  class  of  discussions  which 
some  of  us  witnessed  here  in  former  years  with 
a  great  deal  of  pain  and  without  any  profit* 
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I  am  not  disposed  to  look  at  this  bill  from  a 
sectional  point  of  view.  I  think,  however^  in 
running  my  eye  over  it,  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  labors  under  a  mis- 
apprehension in  the  representations  he  has 
made.  If  I  am  not  mistaken  in  my  calcula- 
tions, something  over  nine  hundred  and  fif^y 
thousand  dollars  is  appropriated  for  that  sec- 
tion of  country  which  we  technically  call  tbe 
South.  For  the  falls  of  the  Ohio  riyer  and  the 
Cumberland  dam  there  are  $500,000  more* 
Well,  whatever  we  may  say  abont  that,  it  is  not 
to  be  charged  to  the  exclusiye  credit  of  the 
North,  as  the  expression  is  used ;  perhaps  not 
to  the  exclusive  credit  of  the  South. 

Then,  again*  1  find  but  $175,000  appropri- 
ated for  the  Pacific  coast.  If  there  is  any 
portion  of  our  country  that  has  reason  Xq  cooi- 

Elain  that  its  peculiar  merits  and  pecessities 
ave  not  been  regarded,  I  think  it  is  the 
Pacific  coast.  I  do  not,  however,  make  the 
complaint,  as  the  gentlemen  who  represent 
that  coast  are  here  to  speak  for  themselves, 
who  understand  the  wonts  of  their  people  and 
have  made  no  complaint. 

Then,  again,  this  bill  appropriates  $150,000 
for  sunreys,  which  will  go  alike  to  all  parts  of 
the  country.  I  have  sought  this  opportunity 
to  protest  in  behalf  of  that  section  of  the  coun- 
try, a  portion  of  which  i  have  represented  in 
this  House  for  so  many  years,  and  with  whose 
interests  I  have  been  identified,  according  to 
my  estimate  of  her  interests ;  certainly  I  have 
given  her  the  best  years  of  my  litis.  I  protest 
against  there  being  revived  in  this  House  the 
old  time  feuds  and  controversies  which  were 
so  exceedingly  disastrous  to  us  ail,  And  which 
I  trust  never  will  be  called  up  again. 

Mr.  COX.     I  withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  renew  the  amendment 
for  the  purpose  of  entering  my  protest  against 
the  assumption  of  my  friend  from  New  York 
J[Mr.  Cox  J  that  there  was  anything  approach- 
ing sectionalisiu  in  the  action  of  the  Commit- 
mUtee  on  Commerce  in  preparing  tl^is  bill* 
Of  the  three  Pemocratic  members  of  that  com- 
mittee two  were  identified  with  tl|e  channels 
of  compierce  between  the  northern  and  south- 
ern sections  of  this  country.  4-nd  in  tbe  sub- 
committeci  to  which  this  whole  sul^ect  of  these 
appropriations  was  referred*  and  wbicb  held 
meetings  more  or  less  frei^uent  every  week  for 
several  months,  cousidering  carefully  eyery 
item  of  this  bill,  to  my  recollection  the  sub- 
ject of  mere  localitjr  or  *•  section  of  the  ooun* 
try  **  was  never  referred  to.  I  dp  not  bejieve 
it  would  be  possible  under  any  pircumstances 
to  consider  a  bill  where  the  subiect  of  locality 
in  relation  to  the  North  or  the  South  or  their 
peculiar  and  special  rights  and  interests  would 
be  less  considered  than  occurred  in  tbe  OQn- 
sideration  of  this  bill.  It  had  never  occurred 
to  me  that  such  an  objection  to  this  bill  could 
possibly  arise,  for  nothing  occurred  on  the 
sub  committee  or  in  the  full  committee  to  sug' 
^est  such  a  consideration.  I  must  say  this  in 
justice  to  my  colleagues  on  this  committee, 
for  I  am  most  confident  that  whatover  may  be 
said  of  the  appropriations  or  the  justice  of 
their  distribution,  no  purpose  of  diserimination 
in  favor  of  one  section  gf  the  Union  ora^inst 
the  other  section  of  tbe  Union  existed  in  the 
committee.  They  simply  acted  on  the  esti* 
mates  of  appropriations  as  furnished  by  the 
chief  of  engineers,  limiting  the  appropriation^ 
to  works  already  in  progress  or  already  pro* 
vided  for. 

And  I  will  say  forther,  that  an^  fair  exami 
ination  of  this  bill  and  tbe  estimates  will  show 
that  the  different  items  of  appropriation  for 
the  various  rivers  and  harbors  are  mode  ao« 
cording  to  the  extent  of  commerce  which  those 
appropriations  are  intended  to  affect.  That 
consideration,  and  that  alone,  in  my  judgment, 
has  controlled  the  action  of  the  committee  iu 
framing  this  bill.  These  appropriations  are 
for  the  benefit  of  commerce,  in  which  the 
whole  people,  or  large  sections  of  the  Union, 
ore  concerned.    If  in  a  given  aectioa  there  is 


no  eommerce,  no  appropriation  for  its  facili- 
ties is  required.  My  friend  from  New  York, 
generally  so  just,  does  himself  injustice  in 
charging  that  this  bill  was  in  any  decree  influ- 
enced by  local  considerations.  This  he  will 
certainly  see  when  he  more  carefully  consid- 
ers tbe  bill  now  before  the  House,  and  con- 
siders tbe  channels  of  commerce  which  justify, 
from  their  national  character,  appropriations 
from  tbe  Treasury.  You  have  no  right  to  pro- 
mote looal  improyements  by  drafts  on  the 
Treasury, 

And  I  will  say  further,  that  in  proportion  to 
the  commerce  of  the  two  sections  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  tbe  appropriations  mode  by  this 
bill  for  tbe  southern  section  of  tbe  country  are 
fully  eqnitl  to  those  for  the  northern  section, 
and  neither  my  friend  from  New  York  nor 
anv  other  gentleman  who  bos  examined  this 
bill  carefully  and  understands  our  national 
commerce  can  deny  it.  It  is  as  fair  a  bill, 
and  one  as  far  removed  from  all  looal  consid- 
erations, OS  tbe  House  has  considered  for  many 
years.  It  is  very  possible  there  are  appropri- 
ations mode  by  this  bill  which  ought  not  to  ba 
made.  Mere  local  improvements  have  always 
more  or  less  crept  into  these  river  and  harbor 
bills.  It  is  for  that  reason  that  I  have  never 
considered  with  much  favor  river  and  harbor 
bills.  If  confined  to  works  clearly  national  # 
such  appropriations  seem  to  be  proper,  for 
they  benefit  the  great  body  of  the  people,  but 
it  is  no  better  than  robbery  to  appropriate  out 
of  the  Treasury  money  for  local  improvements. 

But  my  objept  was  simply  to  protest  against 
tbe  charge  of  my  friend  from  Hew  York  that 
this  bill  was  the  result  of  favoring  one  section 
of  tbe  country  at  tbe  expense  of  tbe  other. 
Such,  I  am  confident,  was  not  the  purpose  of 
the  committee^  and  if  it  did  exist  it  would 
result  from  the  estimates  of  tbe  engineers, 

Mr.  HANCOCK.  I  notice  that  in  this  bill 
there  are  appropriations  for  tbe  State  of  Mich- 
igan alone  of  over  eight  hundred  thousand 
ooUars.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman  if  those 
appropriations  were  made  in  conformity  with 
any  recommendation  made  by  the  board  of. 
engineers? 

Mr.  HOLMAN*  There  is  no  appropriation 
mode  in  this  bill  except  upon  tbe  recommend- 
ation and  estimates  of  the  chief  of  engineers. 
The  State  of  Texas  and  ber present  commerce, 
the  Mississippi  riytr,  ana  the  otl^er  great 
rivers  of  the  South,*  have  received  as  much 
and  OS  impartial  consideration  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce  as  any  other  section  of 
the  country.  I  only  desired  at  this  point  to 
enter  my  protest  against  any  intimation  that 
a  committee  of  this  House  could  be  iofiuenoed 
by  mere  local  jealousies,  or,  worse  still,  by 
local  animosities  in  tbe  preparation  of  this 
bill — a  bill  designed  to  promote  the  commerce 
of  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  COX,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  not  surprised 
that  my  ardent  and  generous  friend  from  Indi- 
ana [Mr.  Hoi<MAJf  J  should  defend  his  com- 
mittee. I  know  the  partiality  of  members  for 
the  action  of  their  respective  committees  \  but 
at  the  same  time  I  know  that  the  very  best  way 
to  sift  committee  work  is  to  call  in  question 
the  notion  of  the  oommittees  themselves}  and 
no  man  does  it  more  fearlessly  or  more  justly 
than  my  friend  from  Indiana,  FMr.  Hoi«ifA.ir. J 
In  his  remarks  iust  now  he  toox  very  good  care 
not  to  answer  th^  interrogatory  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Texas,  who  wished  an  explanation 
of  the  fact  that,  while  Texas,  with  all  ber  har- 
bors, with  all  her  commerce,  with  a  sea-coast» 
OS  I  am  informed,  of  seven  hundred  miles, 
receives  an  appropriation  of  only  $16,000,  the 
State  of  Michigan  gets  some  eight  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  The  gentleman  from  Indi- 
ana very  cleverly  avoided  any  discussion  on 
that  point,  and  I  think  he  was  wise  in  doing  so. 

Mr.  SA WY£2R.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken 
when  he  soys  that  Michigan  geU  $800,000. 

Mr.  00 JL  The  gen tleman  from  Texas  [Mr. 
Hancock]  has  ciphered  up  tbe  amountiondso 
havf  I. 
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Mr.  SAWYER.  Then  yon  are  not  good  at 
figures. 

Mr.  COX.  The  whole  Bum  which  onr  large 
southern  coast,  with  all  its  great  rivers  and 
vast  trade,  gets  out  of  this  $5,000,000  is  about 
eight  hundred  thousand  dollars.,  iast  about 
the  same  amount  which  the  State  o^  Michigan 
gets  under  the  management  of  the  honorable 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Cox.  to  strike  out  '* $50,000"  and 
insert  '^$67,000''  as  the  amount  appropriated 
fur  the  improvement  of  Savannah  harbor  and 
river,  there  were — ayes  63,  noes  74. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  YOUNQ.  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing after  the  pending  paragraph  "aiM  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Onstanaula  and  Conasauga 
rivers,  as  far  as  Carter's  farm,  $10,000.'* 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  is  a  small  river  in  my  dis- 
trict which  was  navigable  for  about  fifteen 
years  up  to  1868.  T^ie  Government  has -never 
yet  appropriated  one  cent  for  its  improvement, 
which  has  been  accomplished  thus  far  entirely 
by  private  contributions.  I  am  told  that  it  will 
require  only  about  ten  thousand  dollars  to  clear 
out  the  river  entirely.  1  do  not  charge  that 
this  bill  is  framed  in  a  sectional  spirit  at  all. 
On  the  contrary,  I  expect  support  for  my 
amendment  from  my  friends  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House.  I  ask  them  to  vote  for  this 
small  appropriation. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  regret  to  hear  gentle- 
men insinuate,  if  not  assert,  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  in  the  preparation  of 
this  bill,  have  been  governed  by  local  consid- 
erations. Sir,  there  has  been  no  feeline  in 
that  committee  against  the  South.  I  wish  to 
say 

Mr.  YOUNG.  I  wish  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  [Mr.  Sheldon]  would  not  bring  in 
his  speech  just  at  this  time,  because  I  am 
making  no  charges  at  all  against  the  Committee 
on  Commerce.  I  wish  he  would  take  some 
other  time  to  answer  gentlemen  who  make 
such  charges,  i  say  the  bill  is  not  sectional. 
I  wish  to  get  support  for  my  amendment  from 
the  other  side  of  the  House  ;  and  I  prefer  to 
have  it  voted  on  before  the  gentleman  makes 
his  speech.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  am  not  speaking  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  [Mr. 
YouKO,]  but  in  response  to  some  remarks 
made  in  the  course  oi  this  discussion. 

The  coast  of  Texas  has  been  spoken  of  as 
being  seven  hundred  miles  in  extent.  Now, 
sir,  aside  from  the  survey  of  Galveston  har- 
bor, Buffalo  bayou,  and  some  portions  of  the 
Sabine  river,  there  has  not  been  a  single  survey 
in  all  that  State.  We  are  acting  upon  the 
principle  of  making  surveys  before  we  com- 
mence appropriations  for  improvements.  If 
eentlemen  will  look  at  the  last  section  of  this 
bill  they  will  find  more  than  a  pa^e  devoted  to 
various  Burvevs.  We  have  put  in  every  sur- 
vey that  has  been  asked  by  any  member  from 
Texas.  If  that  and  other  States  have  been 
without  surveys,  it  is  not  the  fault  of  Con- 
gress, nor  of  the  committee,  but  of  gentlemen 
who  have  represented  those  States  in  preceding 
Congresses.  That  is  all  there  is  in  this  question. 

Mr.  HANCOCK.  I  wish  to  correct  the 
statement  of  the  gentleman  from  Louisiana 
that  we  have  been  allowed  for  Texas  all  that 
has  been  asked  for  by  her.  An  appropriation 
of  $125,000  was  asked  in  conformity  to  the 
recommendation  of  the  engineer's  department 
of  the  Government,  and  it  was  refused.  The 
appropriations  at  the  end  of  the  bill  are  for 
the  purpose  of  making  surveys.  In  the  State 
of  Texas  we  have  had  surveys,  but  what  we 
now  want  are  appropriations  of  money  to 
carry  out  the  improvements  which  have  been 
recommended  by  the  proi^er  department.  The 
most  of  these  appropriations  ror  surveys  are 
for  places  outside  of  the  State  of  Texas.  Texas 
has  had  plenty  of  surveys  now,  but  what  she 
does  want  are  appropriations  to  carry  on  the 
works  which  have  been  deemed  necessary. 


Mr.  SHELDON.  V7hat  I  stated  was  that 
all  the  surveys  asked  for  Texas  were  put  into 
this  bill,  but  we  have  not  made  appropriations 
for  any  new  works  not  recommended  by  the 
engineer  department. 

The  House  divided ;  and  there  were — ayes 
65,  noes  78. 

Mr.  YOUNG  demanded  tellers. 

Mr.  CONGER.  There  has  been  no  survey 
and  no  report  of  the  engineers  in  favor  of  this 
work. 

Tellers  were  ordered ;  and  Mr.  Young  and 
Mr.  CoNOiBR  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided;  and  the  tellers 
reported — ayes  49,  noes  78. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.    I  move  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn. 
The  motion  was  disagreed  to. 

MBSSAOB  FROM  THE  SKNATB. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  Mr.  Sympson,  one  of  its  clerks,  notifying 
the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed,  without 
amendment,  bills  of  the  House  of  the  follow- 
ing titles : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1688)  to  create  the  Link- 
ton  land  district  in  the  State  of  Oregon  ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2258)  for  the  relief  of 
Cathron  &  Maguire,  bankers  and  brokers  of 
the  city  of  Rome,  Georgia. 

It  further  announced  that  the  Senate  had 
passed  bills  of  the  following  titles ;  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  was  requested : 

A  bill  fS.  No.  968)  to  authorize  the  inter- 
ment of  honorably  discharged  soldiers,  sail- 
ors, and  marines  m  the  national  cemeteries 
of  the  United  States ;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  845)  to  authorize  the  con- 
struction of  certain  bridges  across  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  to  establish  the  same  as  post 
roads. 

MBBSAOE  FROM  THB  PRBSIDBNT. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President, 
by  Mr.  Horace  Porter,  one  of  his  Secretaries, 
notifying  the  House  that  he  had  approved  and 
signed  bills  of  the  following  titles : 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  892)  granting  a  pension 
to  M^npyR.rflt,  Lee  * 

An  act  (H.  R.'No.  2124)  granting  the  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad  from  Great  Salt  Lake 
to  Portland,  Oregon ;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1588)  to  change  the  time 
for  holding  the  sprins  term  of  the  United 
States  circuit  court  and  district  court  at  Har- 
risonburg, Virginia. 

RIYBR  AND  HARBOR  BILL. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Jameo  river,  Virginia, 
$50,000. 

Mr.  DUKE.  I  move  to  increase  that  appro- 
priation $50,000,  so  it  will  pro  ride  for  the  im- 
provement of  James  river,  Virginia,  $100,000, 
instead  of  $50,000.  And  I  do  so,  Mr.  Speaker, 
for  the  following  reasons :  the  city  of  Richmond, 
Virginia,  appropriated  $850^000  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  James  river.  I  know  gen- 
tlemen will  ask  how  many  obstructions  were 
put  in  that  river  daring  the  war,  and  how  much 
of  that  appropriation  made  by  the  city  of  Rich- 
mond will  it  take  to  remove  those  obstructions. 
One  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  that  appro- 
priation, according  to  the  estimates  which  have 
been  made,  will  remove  all  of  those  obstruc- 
tions. Indeed,  a  sreat  deal  of  the  work  had 
already  been  done  oy  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts [Mr.  ButlerJ  in  cutting  the  Dutch 
Gap  canal,  but  it  will  still  take  a  large  amount 
to  complete  the  work. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  did  not 
hear  the  gentleman's  statement. 

Mr.  DuKE.  I  was  speaking  of  the  benefit 
conferred  upon  the  State  of  Virginia  by  your 
cutting  the  Dutch  Gap  canal. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  ask  for  this  appro 
priation  of  $100,000  for  the  improvement  of 
the  James  river  not  only  for  the  benefit  of  the 


commerce  of  Virginia,  but  for  the  beoefit:! 
the  commerce  of  the  entire  western  couc 
During  the  next  year  the  railroad  fruia  l^i 
Ohio  river  to  the  city  of  Richmood  vlii  :i 
completed,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  tr».i 
coming  from  the  western  States  along  ::a 
road  will  be  brought  to  the  city  of  Richak-t:. 
and  will  there  seek  water  carriage  tu  lu 
different  ports  of  the  world. 

I  wish  in  this  connection  to  callatteatii^it'^ 
another  fact,  and  it  is  this  that  during  thepa 
seventy-five  years  there  have  been  appropr* 
ated  for  river  and  harbor  im pro vemeDUiui^. 
United  States  the  sum  of  $28,009,OUO.  a^d  r 
that  amount  the  State  of  Virginia  haj»  OD)Tr^ 
ceived  $70,000  ;  that  is,  of  every  $4uOa[>p:»' 
priated  the  State  of  Virginia  hasreceirecgir 
one  dollar.  I  am  indebted  to  the  geo'ltui 
from  Michigan  [Mr.  Con6£r]  for  thii  !ki 
He  made  a  very  elaborate  speech  in  1S70,J 
which  he  showed  that  upward  of  $2S,U00.a« 
had  been  appropriated  tor  rivers  and  barb:\ 
and  of  that  amount  Virginia  had  recelTedotJ 
$70,000. 

Mr.  CONGER.  Seventy-five  thoasa&ddtr 
lars. 

Mr.  DUKE.  No  ;  I  think  $70,000. 1  b^t 
looked  at  the  gentleman's  speech  since  be  'u 
done  so  himself.  As  I  have  said,  ihecitjii 
Richmond  has  appropriated  $250,000  for  ;^ 
purpose  of  carrying  on  this  work.  \Ved«£?» 
to  have  it  pushed  forward  as  rapidly  as  poy. 
ble.  I  will  state  also,  that  the  Stale  of  Vj 
giuia  now  pays  into  your  public  Tre&s^ 
$10,000,000— not  one  dollar  less— of  iDicm 
revenue  alone. 

Mr.  CONGER.  When  my  friend  from  Vj 
ginia  [Mr.  Duke]  gets  into  the  exciteocei 
here  which  naturally  arises  in  a  contest  otib 
character  he  forgets  that  in  the  comroiue€  b« 
was  very  well  satisfied  with  $50,000.  T&t 
committee  in  the  first  instance  proposed  u 
grant  $35,000,  but  the  gentleman  andiUke 
colleagues,  including  the  gentlemaa  from  tM 
Norfolk  district,  [Mr.  Platt,]  having look;c 
over  the  report,  said  they  would  be  satiiSe* 
with  $50,000;  that  that  amount  would  be  af 
ficient.  We  then  increased  the  amouDi  u 
$50,000,  and  everybody  was  happy. 

Mr.  DUKE.  I  was  not  before  the  wa 
mittee  at  all.  I  never  was  before  the  Cod 
mittee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  gave  the  gentlemao  be 
credit  with  his  constituents  of  having  been  be 
fore  the  committee  and  urging  the  claims  w 
his  constituente.  If  he  denies  it,  I  hive  ooth 
ing  further  to  say  about  that. 

Mr.' DUKE.  If  the  gentleman  will  »!lof 
me,  I  will  state  that  the  gentleman  vbo  repre- 
sents this  district  is  detained  from  his  seat  br 
sickness  in  his  family.  *  ,  , 

Mr.  CONGER.  All  who  represented  tba: 
region  were  perfectly  satisfied,  both  SeMUi? 
and  Representatives,  with  this  vote  of  $-5^.^^^ 
They  knew  that  that  was  all  which,  under  |« 
report  of  the  engineers,  we  could  appropn*" 
this  vear  for  that  work,  because  itwa  •«» 
which  can  be  carried  on  only  at  p«tjca'« 
stages  of  the  river,  at  different  periods  dann? 
the  year.  No  Representative  of  the  ajsin« 
has  made  a  complaint;  all  are  saUsfied*      ^ 

Mr.  D  UKE.  The  engineer  reports  in  t»fo. 
of  an  appropriation  of  $100,000. 

Mr.  CONGER.    That  is,  to  Bnish  the  tort 

Mr.  DUKE.     No  ;  for  this  year. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  ia-«P*- 
noes  78. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

For  the  improvement  of  the  S«l»T»"r7ii«i 
tween  Trenton  and  Bordentown.  New  Jerw.»* 

Mr.  STORM.     I  move  to  amend  b;«trit.=l 
out  **  $10,000"  and  inserting  *'$20,OOU. 
offer  this  amendment  for  the  purpose  or 
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quiring  of  the  committee  why  the  sum 

reduced  from  $20,000  to  $l?.^v^'"xh« 
ommendation  of  the  engineer  ia  $20,0*-   .^ 
whole  sum  recommended  to  compl^f*  w^ 
provement  was  $75,000,  $2Q,000  of  »fc«fl  • 
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vas  recommended  should  be  expended  daring 
bis  fiscal  year. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN,  The  total  estimates  were 
something  over  thirteen  million  dollars.  It 
>ecame  necessary  to  redace  them  all  very 
argely,  and  the  redaction  of  fifly  per  cent,  in 
'egard  to  this  particalar  improvement  is  abont 
he  average  reduction  of  the  appropriation. 

Mr.  STORM.  Notwithstanding  the  ezplac- 
ttioii  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
3oLMAN,]  I  feel^that  I  must  sustain  the  posi- 
iun  taken  by  my* friend  from  New  York,  [Mr. 
^ox,]  that  this  is  not  a  fair  distribution  of  the 
ium  the  committee  have  proposed  to  expend 
)n  river  and  harbor  improvements  this  year. 
The  8t4ite  of  Pennsylvania  has  about  thirty-five 
housaiid  dollars  of  this  sum,  whereas  a  few 
imall  streams  in  the  State  of  Connecticut 
^et  $170,000;  Massachusetts  geU.  $167,000; 
iiaiue  $175,000;  while,  as  I  have  saia,  the 
^reat  State  of  Pennsylvania  gets  for  all  her 
iverand  harbor  improvements  but  the  sum  of 
^35,000,  the  appropriation  for  this  particalar 
mprovemetit  being  cut  down  to  one  half  of 
vhat  was  recommended  by  the  Department. 

The  Delaware  river  has  been  neglected  long 
mough  by  Congress.  Though  it  ought  to  be 
lavigable  to  Easton  for  steamboats,  yet  it  is 
lot,  because  the  Government  bas  always 
efused  the  necessary  aid.  It  is  one  of  our 
nost  beautiful  rivers ;  it  is  the  natural  outlet 
)f  the  lumber  region  of  eastern  Pennsylvania 
itid  ihe  southern  portion  of  New  York.  Eas- 
on,  standing  at  the  junction  of  the  Lehigh 
vith  ihis  river,  commands  the  outlet  of  the 
jchigh  valley,  one  of  the  finest  valleys  in  the 
vurld,  and  one  of  the  richest  in  mineral  and 
igricultural  products.  The  Delaware  river  is 
klso  the  natural  outlet  from  the  ereat  anthra- 
cite coal  regions  of  eastern  Pennsylvania. 
f  et  this  magnificent  channel  of  trade  and 
;ommerce,  in  which  the  great  Srates  of  New 
ifork,  Pennsylvania,  and  New  Jersey  are  so 
ritally  interested,  is  disposed  of  by  a  petty 
appropriation  of  $10,000.  I  shall  ask  to  have 
hut  portion  of  the  Delaware  between  Easton 
iiid  Trenton  placed  in  the  bill  for  survey  for 
he  next  year. 

Mr.  SARQENT.  I  would  like  to  inquire 
vhether  the  theory  on  which  gentlemen  pro- 
>o8e  these  amendments  is  that  the  amount 
&ft  in  the  Treasury,  after  necessary  expendi- 
ures,  is  a  '^pot"  to  be  equally  divided  among 
liflferent  sections  or  different  States.  I  thiuK 
uch  an  idea  is  entirely  erroneous.  It  is  no  arga- 
neut  in  favor  of  giving  a  certain  amount  to  a 
certain  harbor  in  a  particular  State,  or  a  par- 
icular  section  of  the  country,  that  an  amount 
;reHter  than  that,  or  equal  to  that,  has  been 
;iventosome  other  harbor  in  some  other  State. 
I'bere  is  no  sound  argument  in  thus  attacking 
appropriations  because  of  the  localities  where 
hey  are  to  be  expended.  If  harbors  in  Wis 
otisin  or  in  Michigan  get  too  much  under  this 
»ill,  let  this  be  shown,  and  we  will  cut  down 
he  appropriations  for  them.  Butif  the  amounts 
iiked  are  necessary  for  the  improvement  of 
he  harbors  there,  it  is  no  argument,  because 
hose  appropriations  are  made,  that  the  like 
.ppropriations  must  be  made  for  South  Caro- 
iua  <3r  Pennsylvania.  This  money  is  to  be 
aken  from  the  Treasury  only  because  the 
lecessity  for  these  works  demands  it;  and  it 
3  no  argument  for  an  appropriation  thatagen- 
leinan  represents  a  State*  to  which  less  is 
llowed  than  to  some  other  State,  or  to  which 
lOthiug  is  allowed.  I  trust  we  shall  have  no 
aore  of  such  arguments  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  The  State  of  Nevada  is 
ot  in  this  bill,  because  she  bas  no  interest  of 
his  class  to  improve. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Storm's 
in  en  dm  en  t,  it  was  disagreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  the  following : 

Fur  snrveya  and  examinatioDS,  with  a  view  to  the 
nprovement  of  rivers  and  harbors,  $160,000. 

Mr.  SLATER.  I  move  to  insert  after  the 
iHt  paragraph  read  **for  the  improvement  of 
iie  upper  Willamette,  $16,000.    The  work  on 


this  river  has  been  in  progress  during  the  last 
year;  but  owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  season 
the  estimates  for  further  work  on  the  river  have 
not  yet  been  received  at  the  Department.  The 
appropriation  fur  last  year  was  $15,000.  The 
report  of  the  engineer  in  charge  states  that  the 
estimates  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  the  work 
for  the  season  of  1871  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted. Those  estimates  have  not  yet  arrived 
nere ;  but  I  offer  the  amendment  now,  because 
I  would  not  have  the  opportunity  to  do  so  if 
I  waited  the  arrival  of^  the  estimates.  The 
Legislature  of  Oregon  appropriated  $200,000 
to  build  locks  at  the  falls  of  this  river,  and  this 
appropriation  is  to  be  expended  above  the 
falls. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  this  amendment 
will  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  That  matter  was  before 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  we  gave  it 
very  full  consideration.  This  amendment  pro- 
poses an  appropriation  for  an  entirely  new 
work. 

Mr.  SLATER.     It  is  not  a  new  work. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to,  upon  a  divis- 
ion— ayes  64,  noes  78. 

Mr.  SLATER.  I  move  the  same  amend- 
ment, except  that  I  make  the  amount  to  be 
appropriated  $14,000.  The  gentleman  from 
Wisconsin  [Mr.  Sawyer]  says  that  this  is  for  a 
new  work.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  report  of  the 
engineer  in  regard  to  this,  work,  which  has 
been  in  progress  during  the  last  year.  He 
states  that  Uie  estimates  would  be  "forwarded 
at  the  close  of  the  season^ s  work.  I  ask  that 
this  appropriation  be  now  made  to  continue 
this  work  «during  the  next  season,  and  which 
must  cease  without  an  appropriation. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  How  much  was  appropri- 
ated for  this  work  last  year? 

Mr.  SLATE  R.     The  sum  of  $16,000. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment ;  and  it  was  not  agreed  to,  upon  a  divis- 
ion— ayes  69,  noes  76. 

Mr.  SLATER.  I  renew  the  amendment 
with  the  sum  of  $12,000. 

Mr.  SAWYER.     Oh,  no;  I  hope  not. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  would  ask  thesentleman 
how  much  he  thinks  his  State  would  be  favored 
by  his  insisting  upon  going  against  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  against 
the  recommendation  of  the  board  of  engin- 
eers? 

Mr.  SLATER.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken 
about  that. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  am  not  mistaken,  I  think. 

Mr.  SLATER.  The  gentleman  is  mistaken 
entirely.  There  seems  to  be  a  misapprehen- 
sion that  this  is  not  a  work  now  in  progress. 
I  hold  in  my  hand,  as  I  stated  before,  the  re- 
port of  the  engineer,  who  says  the  estimates 
will  be  forwarded  when  the  work  for  the  sea- 
son is  ended.  The  report  has  not  yet  arrived : 
and  unless  I  move  the  amendment  now  I  can- 
not get  an  opportunity  to  do  so  before  it  is  too 
late.  The  sum  of  $12,000  is  a  small  sum  to 
continue  this  work,  without  which  the  sura 
expended  last  season  will  be  practically  worth- 
less. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  the  amend- 
ment; and  upon  a  division  there  were — ayes 
62,  noes  68. 

Before  the  result  of  the  vote  was  announced, 

Mr.  SLATER  called  for  tellers. 

The  question  was  taken  upon  ordering  tell- 
ers ;  and  there  were  twenty-three  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

So  (the  affirmative  not  being  one  fifth  of  a 
qaorum)  tellers  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LAMISON.  I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting after  the  last  paragraph  read  **for 
the  removal  of  obstructions  from  the  river 
St.  Mary»s,  Ohio,  $10,000."  This  river  runs 
through  a  portion  of  my  district  and  into  the 
Stf^te  of  Indiana,     It  has  been  obstructed  by 


reason  of  sunken  logs,  Ac,  and  the  removal 
of  the  obstructions  are  demanded  for  open- 
ing the  navigation  of  the  river,  as  also  for  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants,  which  is  affected 
by  the  marshy  character  of  the  region  over- 
flowed. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  there  has  been  no  survey  of  that  river. 

Mr.  LAMISON.  There  has  been  a  survey, 
and  I  have  the  report  at  my  room. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  tempore,  (Mr.  Sco- 
FiELD. )  Has  the  gentleman  a  survey  from  the 
Bureau  of  Enffineers? 

Mr.  LAMISON.  No;  but  I  have  a  report 
from  the  Land  Office. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  There  should  be  a  re- 
port from  a  water  office.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  make  the  point  of  order 
that  there  is  no  report  of  the  Engineer  Bureau, 
and  no  authority  of  law  for  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  LAMISON.  The  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office  reports  that  this  is  a  navigable 
stream,  running  into  two  States,  and  that  the 
health  of  the  people  there  demands  that  the 
obstructions  shall  be  removed. 

The  SPEAKER  oro  tempore.  The  Chair 
sustains  the  point  of  order;  the  amendment  is 
not  in  order. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  to  move  that  the 
following  paragraphs  be  inserted  at  this  point 
in  the  bill : 

For  removal  of  rocks  at  New  Haven  harbor,  Con- 
neotiottt,  ^15,000. 

For  the  improvement  of  the  Cooheeo  river,  within 
the  town  of  Dover,  New  Hampshire.  $10,000. 

For  improvement  of  Blaok  river  harbor,  Ohio, 
110.000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KING.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  move  to  amend 
by  adding  at  the  end  of  section  one  the  fol- 
lowing : 

For  the  improvement  of  Cuivre  river,  Miasoari, 
in  purauanoe  of  the  estimates  of  chief  of  engineers, 
$33,000. 

I  ask  to  have  read,  sir,  by  the  Clerk,  as  a 
part  of  my  remarks  in  support  of  this  amend- 
ment, the  report  of  the  chief  of  engineers  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  found  on  the  second 
page  of  said  report. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

4.  Examinaiion  <if  Ouivre  rivett  MUtouri,  from  itt 
numtk  to  Moteow  Mill*,— This  river  forms  with  Biff 
creek  the  boandary  between  Lincoln  and  St.  Charles 
coanties,  Missouri,  and  empties  into  the  Mississippi 
above  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois.  Its  improvement 
would  chiefly  afford  facilities  for  the  transportation 
of  the  coal  and  iron  of  Lincoln  county,  throujrh 
which  during  the  post  year  the  Keokuk  and  St. 
Louis  railroad  bos  been  extended  as  far  down 
Gulvre  river  as  the  mouth  of  Big  creek,  about  nine 
and'  a  half  miles  below  Moscow  Mills.  This  rood 
will  eventually  intersect  the  North  Missouri  rail- 
road at  or  near  St.  Charles,  on  the  Missouri,  and 
thus  lessen  the  importance  of  this  stream  as  a  means 
of  transportation. 

The  impediments  ta  navigation  ore  principally 
gravel-bars,  snags,  and  overhanging  trees,  which 
are  so  macb  more  numerous  in  the  upper  than  in  the 
lower  part  of  its  course.  Estimates  ore  therefore 
only  submitted  for  improvement  below  Big  creek,  a 
distance  of  about  eighteen  miles,  as  follows: 
To  give  a  depth  of  tour  feet  at  the  lowest 

stage $33.677  50 

To  give  a  depth  of  six  feet  at  the  lowest 

.  stage 60.066  00 

Mr.  KING.  I  would  add  a  word  to  the 
statement  just  read  from  said  report  in  sup- 
port of  the  amendment  under  consideration. 
And  I  desire  to  say,  first,  that  the  deposits  of 
coal  and  iron  in  Lincoln  county  are  among 
the  most  attractive  and  important  in  the  west- 
ern country,  especially  the  deposits  of  stone 
coal.  It  is  a  fact  well  understood  that  large 
deposits  of  stone  coal,  of  good  quality  for  the 
manufacture  of  gas,  and  other  purposes,  are 
not  numerous,  not  convenient  to  the  cities  of 
St.  Louis,  Alton,  and  other  central  cities  of 
the  western  valley.  The  stone  coal  of  said 
Lincoln  county  is  found  in  very  large  deposits, 
strata  varying  from  six  to  fifteen  feet  in  thick- 
ness. These  strata  crop  out  in  many  places 
from  the  hill-sides  along  the  creeks  and 
branches,  is  of  excellent  quality,  remarkably 
free  from  sulphur,  and  practical  experiment 
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has  showD^  it  to  be  specially  adapted  for  the 
production  of  gas.  The  iron  ore  in  said 
county  is  the  brown  hematite  variety,  and  is 
now  looming  op  into  great  importance.  There 
is  DO  convenient  outlet  for  shipment  of  said 
coal  and  iron  to  the  large  cities  and  manufac- 
turing towns  for  the  various  uses  to  which 
they  are  applicable  and  for  which  they  are  so 
much  needed,  and  therefore  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment  is  of  the  Erst  importance  to 
give  such  outlet,  and  thereby  supply  tbe  great 
want  of  the  cities  and  towns  referred  to. 
These  coal  and  iron  deposits  are  located  about 
sixty  miles  northwest  of  St.  Louis,  Missouri. 

It  is  proper  to  state,  also,  that  the  coun- 
ties of  St.  Charles  and  Lincoln,  that  are  sepa- 
rated by  the  Cuivre  river  as  their  boundary 
line,  are  among  the  oldest  and  most  densely 
populated  counties  in  the  State  of  Missouri, 
abounding  in  an  intelligent,  enterprising,  and 
progressive  people.  Ihe  lands  along  the 
shores  and  vallevs  of  this  river  are  esseo- 
tialiy  farming  lands,  thickly  settled,  and  kept 
in  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  The  princi- 
pal farming  products  are  tobacco,  wheat, 
corn,  and  other  grains,  fruit  in  large  quanti- 
ties, cattle,  and  other  products.  There  is  no 
means  of  transportation,  or  convenient  outlet 
for  this  large  body  of  farmers  to  get  these  val< 
uable  products  to  the  markets  of^the  country. 
Therefore  the  adoption  of  this  amendment 
and  the  improvement  of  the  navigation  of  this 
river  will  open  and  promote  large  and  import- 
ant branches  of  business  material  to  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  a  large  and  central  section 
of  the  country.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  amend- 
ment may  be  adoptea. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  rise  to  oppose 
the  amendment,  and  call  for  a  vote. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  Kino,  there  were — ayes  88,  noes  73. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  ACKGE.  I  move  that  the  House  oow 
adjourn. 

On  agreeing  to  the  motion  there  were — 
ayes  67,  noes  93. 

Mr.  ACKER.    I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  not  ordered. 

So  the  motion  to  adjourn  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORPHIS.  I  move  to  amend  by  in- 
serting '^for  the  Tombigbee  river,  $15,000.'* 
By  rerarence  to  the  report  of  General  Hum- 
phreys, ipade  in  1870,  it  will  be  found  that 
^21,500  was  then  recommended  for  the  im- 
provement of  this  river. .  X  made  the  motion 
in  this  House  last  year  for  a  survey,  and  it 
was  accordingly  ordered. 

Mr.  CONGER.  If  the  gentleman  will  agree 
to  make  the  amount  $10,000,  so  that  it  will 
be  proportionate  to  other  appropriations  of 
the  same  kind,  no  objection  will  be  made 
to  it. 

Mr.  MORPHIS.  Very  well;  I  modify  my 
amendment  so  as  to  make  the  amount  $10,000. 

Mr.  SAWYER.    I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

Tbe  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Ssc.  2.  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is  hereby  di- 
reoted  to  oause  examinations  or  surveys,  or  both, 
to  be  made  at  the  foUowioff  points,  namely:  At 
Keyport  harbor.  New  Jersey;  coannel  at  Elisabeth- 
port,  New  Jersey ;  at  CobaDsey  creek.  New  Jersey ; 
ttt  Bear  creek.  Lake  Ontario,  New  York:  at  Wad- 
dington  harbor.  New  York;  for  a  breakwater  at 
Rouse's  Poipt,  op  Lake  CbumplaiD.  New  York ;  at 
Port  Austin  and  Port  Crescent,  Michigan :  at  the 
mouth  ol'Poosaukie  river,  Wisconsin ;  at  Waukegan 
harbor.  Illinois;  the  Mocbias  river,  Maine;  at  Wick- 
ford  harbor  and  Newport  harbor.  Rhode  Island;  the 
east  side  of  Providence  river,  between  Field's  Poiut 
and  Fox  Point,  Rhode  Island;  at  Port  Orford,  Ore- 
gon ;  at  Bstero  bay,  San  Luis.  Obispo  county,  Coli- 
lorpia:  the  mouths  of  Nomoni  creek  and  Ooeoquan 
river,  Yirginia:  tbe  bay  or  sound  from  Delaware 
lino  throu$rh  Worcester  county  to  Ohinooteague 
iniet,  Virginia,  with  a  view  to  an  inlet  at  or  near  a 
place  called  the  Hommocks ;  for  a  ship-oanal  be- 
tween the  waters  of  Galveston  bay  and  Saline  lake, 
Texas;  Chester  river  atKentlnland  narrows.  Mary- 
land; St.  Francis  river,  from  Greenville  down,  Ifis- 
■ouri ;  Gasconade  river,  Missouri:  Tombigbee  river, 
between  Fulton  and  Columbus,  Mississippi;  harbor 
of  Oodiir  Keys  and  channel  to  same,  Florida;  Nian- 
tio  river.  Conneotiout;  the  bars  at  tbe  outlet  of 
»M)me  Pass,  Texas;  the  MUeiisippi  nvef  betwe«a 


the  month  of  tbe  Missouri  river  and  the  mouth  of 
tbe  Ohio  river;  west  end  of  tbe  pass  at  and  near  Bio 
Buck  Point.  Texas:  tbe  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Sabine 
river,  in  Sabine  lake,  and  to  extend  up  the  main 
channel  of  said  river  to  the  town  of  Beisora;  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Nuches  river,  in  Sabine  lake,  and  to 
extend  up  tbe  main  channel  of  said  river  to  the  town 
of  Boonville;  at  the  point  where  the  Angelioa  river 
falls  into  the  Nuobes  river,  and  to  extend  up  th« 
main  channel  of  said  river  to  the  town  of  Pattonia, 
Texas;  at  the  mouth  of  the  Trinity  river,  in  Gal- 
veston bay,  and  to  extend  up  the  main  ohannel  of 
said  river  to  tbe  town  of  Magnolia.  Texas ;  Wash- 
ington harbor,  North  Carolina:  Edenton  harbor, 
North  Carolina;  mouth  of  Mackay's  creek.  North 
Oarolinat  Chippewa  river  up  to  Chippewa  falls,  Wts- 
oonsin;  harbor  at  Swanton,  Vermont;  harbor  at 
Galveston,  Texas;  at  Appalaobioola  river,  from 
Ohattahooohee,  Florida,  to  Appalachicola;  at  Chat- 
tab  ooobeo  river,  from  Columbus,  Georgia,  to  Chat- 
tahoochee, Florida;  at  Flint  river,  from  Albany, 
Georgia,  to  Chattahoochee,  Florida. 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  move  to  amend  tbe  phrase- 
ology of  the  claoae  relating  to  tbe  channel  at 
Elizabethport,  New  Jersey,  go  that  it  will  read, 
**  channel  between  Staten  Island  and  New 
Jersey." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  move  to  amend  the  pend- 
ing seotioD  by  adding  thereto  the  following : 

For  survey  for  breakwater  at  Mil  ford,  Conneoti- 
out: mouth  of  Pine  river,  Michigan;  harbor  of  San 
Dief  0,  California ;  mouth  of  Grand  Calumet  river, 
Indiana ;  Greaf  Kanawbariver,  from  theGreat  Fall8 
to  the  mouth,  West  Virginia;  to  complete  the  sur- 
vey of  the  James  River  and  Kanawha  canal:  for 
survey  of  Camden  harbor,  Maine;  for  a  sea-wall  or 
breakwater  at  Trioidnd  harbor,  California;  survey  of 
the  channel  and  bank  at  entrance  of  Salem  harbor, 
on  Merrimoo river,  Massaobufetts;  from  Haverhill 
to  Newburyport,  including  Duck  Hole  and  Carmen 
shoals M:be  New  river,  from  tbe  mouth  of  Green- 
brier, West  Virginia,  to  the  lead  mines  in  Wythe 
oountjr.  Virginia:  at  St.  Kelen's  bar  in  khe  Columbia 
river,  Oregon ;  for  survey  for  the  removal  of  wrecks 
of  gun-boats,  steamers,  and  other  obstructions  placed 
in  xaioo  river  during  the  war. 

Mr.  CONQER.  I  move  to  amend  tbe  amend- 
ment by  addiug  *'  and  for  jresarvey  ofSavanuab 
harbor." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to ;  and  the  amendment,  as  amended, 
was  adopted. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  move  further  to  amoQd 
the  section  by  adding  the  following  t 

For  survey  for  a  ship-oanal  from  tbe  south  end 
of  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Wabash  irivor,  and  along 
said  river  to  the  Ohio  river. 

Several  MKMBgRS.     Ob,  no, 
Mr.  MOORE..  Why,  sir,  thatisastopendoua 
work. 
The  amendment  wm  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STORM.  I  move  to  amend  by  adding 
at  the  end  of  the  pending  section  '*the  Dela* 
ware  river  between  Trenton  and  Eaaton." 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment. 

The  amendment  wag  agreed  to. 

Mr.  LAMI80N.  I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing **  and  survey  of  the  river  St  Mary  in  Ohio 
and  Indiana.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TURNER.  I  move  to  amend  by  add- 
ing '*for  the  improvement  of  the  Alabama 
river  between  Selma  and  Mobile,  in  the  State 
of  Alabama.  $50,000.'' 

Mr.  SAWYER,  I  raise  the  point  of  order 
that  this  amendment  fs  not  in  order  on  this 
section. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  sustains  the 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  BUNNELL.  I  move  to  amend  by 
adding  to  the  section  ''for  the  survey  of  the 
Minnesota  river  above  the  mouth  qf  the  Yel- 
low Medicine."   ' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  now  call  the  previous 
question. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and 
the  main  question  ordered;  and  under  the 
operation  tnereof,  the  bill,  as  amended,  was 
ordered  to  be  eni^rossed  for  a  third  reading. 
Being  engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  rei^  the 
third  time,  and  passed* 

Mr.  SAWlTER  moved  to  recoosider  the  vote 
by  wbicl^  tb^  b^l  wa9  pftsfed  j  ^i  ^q  pu)yed 


that  the  motion  to  recooaider  be  Wid  t/i.* 
table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SARGENT.     I  move  that  the  Bu^ 
now  adjourn. 

The  motion  waa    agreed    to;  aad  a^.*? 
ingly  (at  four  o'clock  apd  fortf-five  Bia^.^ 
p.  m.)  the  House  a4jottrned. 


PETITIONS,   KTC, 

The  following  petitions,. &cr,  vera  pretes'^: 
under  tbe  rule,  and  referreid  to  the  approp^^* 
committees : 

By  Mr.  BELL:  The  petition  of  H.  F.  Bui:-, 
deil  and  others,  citizens  of  Goffaiown,  N-.* 
Hampshire,  for  the  passage  of  House  b;..  N. 
1738|  for  an  increase  of  peusioDS. 

By  Mr.  BUFFINTON  :  The  petitioe  i^^  L 
H.  Tiukham,  of  Freetown,  Bristol  cm..l  . 
Massachusetts,  who,  having  aerred  dunuj::.: 
late  war  in  the  Navy,  praya  to  be  placr*:  - 
the  retired  list  of  the  Navy. 

By  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Teooetnee :  The  prr 
tion  of  citizens  of  Los  Angelo^,  Cal  f  .r  ^ 
protesting  a|{ainst  the  passage  of  the  bil 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  exptrdi^c  tir 
survey  of  private  land  claims. 

By  Mr.  CLAHK.  of  Texas  :    The  peCti..i 
of  John  W.  Payne,  Bluford  C.    HoilaLU.  ol 
John  M.  McDonald,  for  remor^l  of  poa:i. . 
disabilities. 

Also,  the  petitiod  of  certjun  citixeoi  . 
Texas,  for  return  of  cotton  tax. 

Also,  tbe  petition  of  certaio  citizens  of  L> 
erty  county,  Texas,  for  the  passage  of  iit 
amended  civil  rights  bill. 

By  Mr.  COXs  The  petitioa  of  W.  H.  S 
Meuev  and  1,510  others,  citizena  of  BrtKjkj; 
and  New  York,  against  further  I»Qd  gra:.  &' 

Also,  the  petition  of  A.  C.  C.  Tam^ii  sa4 
others,  citizens  of  New  York  city,  agaiusi  u- 
recognition  of  Qod  in  the  Goosiitutioa,  t.L. 
for  religious  liber^. 

By  Mr.  ELY:  The  petition  of  citizens  ^: 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  i^^ainat  the  redact., 
of  duty  on  stoneware. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Michigan :   The  pe* 
tion  of  W.  G.  Niles  and  17  others,  for  t-e 
passage  of  House  bill  No.  1736,  in  fa^or  • : 
doublmg  the  pensions  of  thoae  who  hafe  k-. 
limbs  or  eyes. 

By  Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio :    Tbe  petiti  ^ 
of  Samuel  A.  Davis  and  90  others,  solditr^  ■- 
the  State  of  Ohio,  asking  an  eqiiaJizaiiou  <.' 
bounties. 

By  Mr.  GARFJELP,  of  Ohio :  The  meozu 
rials  of  Captains  J.  H.  Scott  apd  J.  P.  M:Ii<:. 
and  Lieutenant  E.  C.  Hawkiua,  late  of  ti^ 
thirteenth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  for  paj  ai 
commissioned  officers  prior  to  date  of  mu»>r. 

By  Mr.  GRIFFITH :  The  petiUon  of  W. 
liam  J,   Jacobs  and  40  others,   ciuzeus  u:' 
Mercer  county,  Pennsylvania,  reaionstr»tir.^ 
against  tbe  extension  of  tbe  patent  on  mu?&bie 
frame  bee- hives,  known  as  Longstroth's  p^tcit, 
and   assigning  tbe  following   resksoos:    first, 
Longstroth's  patent  has  been  reissued  ati 
extended,  and  has  been  a  source  of  iucoisc  tu 
him  for  a  period  of  twenty-one  years;  s^ect^ca. 
thousands  have    already  purchased    a.  h^M 
twice,  compelled  to  do  so  by  first  exteoMOu, 
and  many  more  have  quite  recently  purch&st^i. 
Both  of  these  classes  would  now  be  compelti 
to  repurchase  in  the  event  of  i^  second  eztet  - 
sion.    This  extension  would  be  granted  only 
for  the  benefit  of  the  patentee,  and  as  there 
are  other  hives  in  the  market  superior  to  bi^ 
the  benefit  would  be  obtained  almost  eatireW 
at  the  expense  of  present  benefit-right  o wo ot>, 
who,  having  invested  and  having  their  beet 
established  in  those  hives,  woiud  have  ao 
alternative  but  to  repurchase  or  suffer  gre&t 
loss  by  precipitately  abandoning  the  hiw: 
third,  the  claims  of  said  patent  are  now  cdo- 
tested  in  the  United  States  courta.     There  a 
abundaot  evidence  that  these  cluimaart  invalii 
and  the  patent  should  never  have  been  granted : 
fou^i^i  I^opgstro^  pr«po9W»nsl|x  cUiins  ili 
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lat  is  valunble  in  a  hive,  and  that  all  praeti- 
able  movable  frames  usbd  in  other  hives  are 
itringements  on  his. 

By  Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  New  Jersey :  A 
^monstrance  of  citizens  of  the  United  States 
gtiinst  an  amendment  to  the  Gotifttitution 
laking  a  foreign-born  citizen  eligible  to  the 
£Bce  of  President  of  the  Repablic. 

By  Mr.  HOLMAN:  The  petitions  of  Mdjot 
ohn  T.  SimpsOn,  Captain  James  Roberts. 
Ion.  John  T.  Allison,  John  £.  Taulman,  ana 
5  otheh),  citizens  of  Madison,  Indiana,  for 
tie  passagcr  of  House  bill  No.  1738,  and  for 
be  equalizailoh  of  the  bounties  to  th^  Union 
oldiers  of  the  late  war,  and  for  bonnty  lands 
JT  such  soldiers  Without  requidhg  settlement 
hereon. 

By  hit.  HOUGHTON:  A  memorial  of  the 
be  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  San  Francisco, 
•raying  the  aid  of  thte  Government  to  secure 
n creased  steamship  facilities  between  San 
•"raucisco  and  Japan,  China  and  Australian 
lort^. 

By  Mr.  LYNCH:  ThepetitionofcitizenUof 
Scarborough,  Main^,  asking  authority  to  build 
.  bridge  without  a  draw  ovef  the  Dunstan, 
iver. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Pottland, 
if  aine,  for  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  at 
Newcastle,  Delaware. 

By  Mr.  MAYNAkD :  The  petition  of  Jacob 
Jray,  of  Tennessee,  praying  Congress  to  reiffi- 
larse  him  for  losdes  incurred  during  the  war 
it  the  rebellion. 

Also,  the  memorial  of  James  H.  Hughes, 
>f  Tennessee,  praying  Congress  for  relief  from 
political  disabilities. 

By  Mr.  McJ  UNKIN  :  The  petition  of  J.  A. 
VIcCutloch,  J.  R.  Magill,ThomasA.  Hathaway, 
iod  25  others,  citizen^  of  Freeport,  Pennsyl- 
raniiij  praying  the  passage  of  an  act  directing 
he  payment  of  balance  of  $300  Government 
>ounty  to  the  membfer^  of  light  battery  Missis- 
lippt  marine  brigade,  soldiers  of  the  Union 
Army  in  the  war  of  the  rebellion  and  citizens 
>f  Pennsylvania. 

By  Mr.  MOORfi  :  A  petition  of  snndry  citi- 
sens  of  Danville,  Illinois,  asking  that  Govern- 
nent  afford  relief  to  the  sufferers  from  famine 
n  th<*  kingdom  of  Persia. 

Bv  Mr.  PACKER:  The  petition  of  Governor 
r.  W.  Geary,  General  J.  F.  Hartranll,  and  94 
>thers,  citizens  of  Harrisburg,  Penndylvania* 
liking  the  passage  of  bill  No.  1788,  allowing 
otally  and  partially  disabled  soldiers  and  sea- 
neii  increased  pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  129  citizens  of  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  asking  the  passage  of  the  bill 
iliowing  totally  and  partially  disabled  soldiers 
ind  seamen  increased  pensions. 

Also,  the  petition  ot  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  asking  Congress  to  adopt  certain  meas- 
irea  to  restore  American  commerce. 

Also,  the  petition  of  86  citizens  of  Hum* 
rnelstown,  Pennsylvania,  remonstrating  against 
^he  reduction  of  the  duty  on  earthenware  or 
ifcoTisware 

By  Mr.  RANDALL :  The  petition  of  cigar 
manufacturers  In  the  first  congressional  ofis- 
trict  of  Pennsylvania,  asking  relief  from  the 
present  nnjust  taxation  on  cigars. 

By  Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS:  Thepetition  of 
J.  S.  and  M.  Reckham,  of  Utica,  New  York, 
for  the  abolition  of  the  duty  on  pig  iron. 

By  Mr.  SHERWOOD:  The  petition  of 
George  W.  Eenyon  and  20  others,  of  Potter 
county,  Pennsylvania,  asking  the  passage  of 
House  bill  No.  1788. 

By  Mr.  STARKWEATHER:  The  petition 
of  the  American  Baptist  Missionary  Union, 
asking  that  an  appropriation  be  made  from 
the  Chinese  indemnity  fund  for  a  bouse  de- 
stroyed by  the  Chinese  Government  at  Ningpo, 
on  the  lOih  day  of  May,  1862. 

By  Mr.  STORM:  The  petition  of  Thomas 
H.  Rothrock,  late  private  company  A,  eleventh 
regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  asking  a 
pension  for  injury  received  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States. 


By  Mr.  tOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania: 
The  remonstrance  of  Hon.  John  M.  Broomall, 
Y.  S.  Walter,  John  fi.  Rhodes,  W.  B.  Reaney, 
John  B.  Roach,  Charles  A.  Weidner,  6.  Gart- 
sideft  &  Sons;  J.  P.  M.  ForWood,  W.  C.  Tal- 
ley,  James  Dougherty,  John  Donaldson,  John 
Balentine,  W.  Cooper  Tattey,  and  290  others, 
merchants,  capitalists,  and  artidans,  of  Ches- 
ter, Pennsylvania,  and  its  vlcinitv,  pi-Otesting 
agMnn  th6  repettl  of  the  registry  laWft,  and  the 
proposition  for  buying  and  regi^tcritlg  foteign^ 
built  ships. 

By  Mr.  UPSON:  The  petition  of  James 
Viall  and  44  others,  citizens  of  Middleblirg 
and  Mogadon,  Sommit  county,  Ohio,  against 
the  proposed  reduction  of  duty  otl  ^artheti- 
ware  or  stoneware,  and  for  -eertain  Specific 
datieS  thereon. 

Also,  the  petition  of  W.  T.  Robbini  and 
others,  citizens  of  Cleteland,  Ohio,  against  a 
change  of  tariff  laws,  abating  or  abolishing 
duties  on  articles  lucc^ssfully  produced  in  this 
country,  and  for  repeal  of  duties  on  tea  and 
coffee. 

By  Mt.  WfllTTflORNE!  The  petition  of 
0.  J.  Herrin,  of  Lawrence  county,  and  William 
J.  Thomas,  of  Hardin  county,  Tennessee,  for 
the  remotal  of  their  political  disabilities,  kc. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  York:  The 
petition  of  Hannah  M.  Sweet,  for  balance  of 
pension  from  the  date  of  the  death  of  her  son 
to  the  time  of  filing  her  declaration. 

Also,  the  petitioii  of  150  eitlzentf  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  in  favor  of  the  paslage  of  House 
bill  No.  1788,  providing  for  an  increase  of 
pensions  to  soldiers  In  the  late  war  who  #ere 
permanently  disabled  by  the  loM  of  limbM  or 
eyes. 

Also,  the  petition  of  William  Hutchinson, 
fbr  an  American  regiHef  for  the  sehooner 
Enterprise!  a  Canadian-bnilt  Ifessel,  sold  nnder 
a  decree  of  the  United  States  court,  and 
ptlrchased  by  an  Amerioah  citizen. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Maty  McAllidier,  for  a 
peneion.  

POdt  ttOtJTt  BILLS  fNTUOBUCBD. 

The  following  were  introduced  under  the 
rule,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads : 

By  Mr.  KING:  A  bill  to  establish  a  nost 
route  from  New  Hope  to  Falmouth,  in  Lin- 
coln county,  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  ORR:  A  bill  fo  establish  a  mail 
route  from  West  Side  to  Storm  Lake^  Iowa. 


IN  SENATE. 
Tuesday,  April  l6, 1872. 

Prayer  by  Rev.  S.  Wilson,  of  Washington, 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  Journal  of  vesterday^s  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

HOUBJi  BILL  RRlWBRHl). 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  265}  eonfirming  to  the 
Port  Huron  and  Lake  Michigan  Railroad  Com- 
pany the  lands  heretofore  granted  to  the  State 
of  Michigan  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  rail- 
road from  Grand  Haven  to  Flint,  and  thence 
to  Port  Huron,  and  protridlng  for  the  manner 
of  issuing  patents  therefor,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  read  twice  by  its  title,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

LEQISLATIYK,  BTC.^  APPftOPRIATlON  BILL. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  its  amend- 
ments to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1060)  making 
appropriations  for  the  legislative,  eieentive, 
and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Government  for 
the  year  ending  June  80,  1878,  and  for  other 
purposes,  disagreed  to  by  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives; and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COLE,  it  was 

Jietohed,  That  the  Senate  insist  upon  its  amend* 
ments  to  the  said  bill  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  agree  to  the  oonferenoe  asked 

Kthe  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
>a8e8  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  conferees  on  the  parf;  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  by  the  Vioe  President. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT  appointed  Messrs. 
CoLb,  MoaaiLL  of  Vermont,  and  Stevevson, 
the  Conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

PBTITIONS  AND    MHMOttlALS. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  South  Carolina,  praying  for  the 
erection  of  a  court-house  and  post  office  build- 
ing in  Greenville,  in  that  State;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds. 

He  also  presented  the  petition  of  J.  J. 
WardlaW,  of  Abbeville  •  county,  South  Caro- 
lina, praying  the  removal  of  his  political  dis- 
abilities ;  which  was  referred  to  the  select  Com- 
mittee nn  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  petition  of 
James  S.  Leve3(}ue,  of  Cross  county,  Arkansas, 
praying  the  removal  of  his  political  disabili- 
ties ;  which  was  referred  to  the  select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabili- 
ties. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Conneeticut,  presented  a 
memorial  of  match  manufacturerSt  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  passage  of  Senate  bill  No.  209, 
to  define  a  gross  of  matches,  and  for  other  par- 
poses  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia,  presented  a 
resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  West  Virginia, 
in  favor  of  the  construction  of  a  causeway 
across  the  west  branch  of  the  Ohio  river  at 
Wheeling;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Nebraska,  late  soldiers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Army,  praying  for  an  equalization 
of  bounties,  and  to  be  allowed  to  enter  public 
land  unconditionally;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  a  peti^ 
tibn  of  citizens  of  the  tlnited  States,  praying 
that  the  patent  of  A.  B.  Wilson,  for  an  im- 
provement on  sewing-machines,  may  not  be 
extended;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.    • 

Mr.  PRATT  jjresented  the  petition  of  Cath- 
erine Crowell,  widow  of  William  Crowell,  late 
a  private  in  company  G,  eighteenth  Kentucky 
volunteers,  praying  to  be  allowed  a  pension ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  observe  by  the  Globe 
that  the  usual  order  was  not  made  with  regard 
to  the  petition  from  San  Francisco  yesterday. 
Doubtless  it  was  an  inadvertence.  I  ask  that 
it  be  printed  in  the  Globe. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is,  not  with 
the  signatures,  but  the  body  of  the  petition? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.     Certainly. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  text  of  the  petition  presented 
yesterday,  spoken  to  by  both  Senators  from 
California,  will  h^  printed,  without  the  names 
of  the  signers,  in  the  Globe. 

The  petition  is  as  follows: 

lb  the  OongrM  of  the  United  State*  in  Senate  and 
Hofuee  <;^ Repreeentativee  attembled,  greeting,' 

The  undersiffned,  oitisens  of  San  Francisco,  beinr 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  protecting  and 

Sreservinff  the  usefulness  of  the  bay  and  harbor  of 
an  Francisco  for  the  purpose  of  commerce  and  nav- 
igation. respectfoUy  represent  that— 

Whereas  several  enterprises  are  projected,  such  as 
the  conversion  of  Yerba  Buena  island  into  a  rail- 
road depot,  and  the  construction  of  a  bridge  from 
the  Contra  Costa  shore  to  that  island,  which  would 
involve  the  placing  of  serious  impediments  in  the 
way  of  free  navigation  in  the  aforesaid  bay  and  har- 
bor, and  the  placing  of  obstructions  in  ship  channel, 
which  will  interfere  with  the  tidal  current;  and 
whereas  officers  of  the  United  States  corps  of  engin- 
eers have  made  it  known  that  the  military  occu- 
pation of  Yerba  Bnena  island  will  be  necessary  in 
order  to  insure  the  safety  of  the  cities  of  San  Fran- 
cisco and  of  Oakland  in  time  of  war  with  a  maritime 
nation ;  and  officers  of  the  United  States  Const  Snr-  , 
vey  have  further  made  it  known  that  such  obstrnc- 
tions  in  the  tidal  currents  as  would  be  caused  by  the 
occupation  of  this  island  for  railroad  purposes  Would 
lead  to  the  formation  of  shoals,  and  would  event- 
ually result  in  an  important  contraction  of  the  tidal 
area  of  the  bay,  and  the  consequent  shoaling  of  the 
bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor  to  an  extent  that 
mightreudcrthe harbor  inaccessible  todcepdrnugbc 
ships;   and  whereas  the  navigable. waters  of  tb9 
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United  States,  being  subject  to  the  special  oare  and 
jurisdiction  of  Congress : 

Now,  therefore,  your  petitioners  respectfully  but 
earnestly  pray  that  congressional  sanction  may  be 
withhold  from  any  enterprise  looking  to  the  conver- 
sion of  Yerba  Buena  island  into  a  railroad  depot  or 
terminal,  and  also  from  all  other  enterprises  which 
threaten  to  jeopardise  our  safety  and  protection,  or 
to  impair  the  usefulness  of  the  bay  and  harbor  of 
Ban  Francisco. 

And  your  petitioners  will  ever  pray,  Ac. 

DEYBLOPMBNT  OF  MINING  RBSODR0K8. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  The  Committee  on  Mines 
and  Mining,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  bill 
(H.  B.  No.  1016)  to  promote  the  development 
of  the  mininic  resources  of  the  United  States, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  it  back  with  an 
amendment  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute ;  and 
I  ask  that  the  bill  be  considered  now. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  trust  unanimous  consent 
will  be  given  to  allow  the  bill  to  be  considered 
after  the  morning  business  shall  be  disposed  of. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Mississippi  asks  the  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate  that  this  bill  may  be  considered  after 
the  reii;ular  morning  business  shall  have  been 
gqne  through  with. 

Mr.  COLE.  Are  there  any  amendments  that 
are  not  in  print? 

Mr.  ALCORN.  The  substitute  has  been 
printed,  and  has  been  before  the  Senate  for 
some  time. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  will  take  some  time  to  con- 
sider the  bill,  I  am  sure. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator object? 

Mr.  COLE.     No,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection,  and  the  bill  will  be  taken  up  as 
soon  as  the  morning  business  is  concluded. 

HOUGHTON  AND  ONTONAGON  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  918)  to  change  the  direction  of  the  road 
authorized  by  the  act  approved  June  8,  1856, 
from  Ontonagon,  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  to 
the  Wisconsin  State  line,  and  for  otlfer  pur- 
poses, have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and 'directed  me  to  report  it  back  with  an 
amendment  to  be  inserted  as  a  proviso  at  the 
end  of  the  bill ;  and  the  Senator  from  Michigan 
[Mr.  Febrt]  desired  me  to  ask  for  its  present 
consideration. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Let  it  be  read  for  in- 
formation. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
reported,  subject  to  objection  or  to  a  demand 
for  the  regular  order. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill.  It  empowers 
the  State  of  Michigan  to  authorize  the  reloca- 
tion of  the  road  surveyed  and  located  under 
the  act  approved  June  8,  1856,  from  Ontona- 
gon, in  the  State  of  Michigan,  southerly  to  the 
Wisconsin  State  line,  so  as  to  extend  the 
Houghton  and  Ontonagon  line  of  railroad  to 
the  terminus  of  the  Northern  Pacific  road  on 
Montreal  river ;  and  the  act  of  June  8,  1856, 
and  the  several  acts  supplemental  thereto  and 
amendatory  thereof  are  to  'be  applied  to  the 
line  of  railroad  hereby  extended  westward  to 
the  Montreal  river ;  but  if  the  entire  line  of 
railroad  shall  not  be  fully  completed  in  the 
manner  required  by  law  on  or  before  the  20th 
of  May,  1878,  all  the  lands  belonging  to  that 
portion  then  unfinished  are  to  revert  to  the 
United  States ;  and  this  act  is  not  to  be  con- 
strued to  grant  any  additional  quantity  of 
lands  to  the  State  in  aid  of  the  railroad. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported 
the  bill  with  an  amendment,  to  add  the  follow- 
ing proviso : 

And  provided /urther.  That  upon  the  relocatioa  of 
tho  line  of  aaid  railroad,  and  the  filioff  of  a  map  or 
maps  thereof,  with  theCommissionor  of  the  General 
Laud  OfRco,  and  before  this  act  shall  take  effect,  the 
eaid  State  of  Miohifran  shall  relinquish  to  tho  United 
States  all  claim  to  the  lands  on  the  original  line  not 
within  tho  limits  of  the  new  line,  and  when  so  re- 


linquished it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Comminioner 
to  offer  the  same  at  public  sale  in  the  usual  manner. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  inquire, 
has  none  of  this  land  been  settled  upon  or 
sold? 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  It  is  stated  by 
the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office 
that  there  is  not,  with  the  exception,  I  think, 
ofone  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
and  that  comes  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
new  line  of  road.  The  letter  from  the  Com- 
missioner of  the  General  Land  Office  states 
that  fact. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Are  there  no  preSpip- 
tors  upon  it? 

Mr.  FERRY,,  of  Michigan.     None. 

Mr.  TRUxMBULL.  I  do  not  see  how  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  can 
know  that,  because  the  preemptors  are  not 
required  to  give  notice  of  their  settlement 
until  some  time  after  they  go  upon  the  land. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  I  will  state  to 
the  Senator  that  the  lands  on  the  old  line  of 
the  route  were  withdrawn  from  the  market.  A 
large  portion  of  this  line  has  been  transferred 
to  the  shore  line,  and  this  is  to  transfer  the 
balance,  a  distance  of  some  fifly  miles,  to  com- 

Flete  the  connection  with  the  Northern  Pacific. 
t  has  been  done  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin, 
and  this  is  the  remaining  part  of  that  road. 
As  the  lands  were  withdrawn  from  market, 
none  have  been  entered  except  this  one  tract, 
which  was  entered  by  some  means,  I  do  not 
know  how,  and  that  comes  within  the  bound- 
ary of  the  present  location  of  the  line  of  road. 
Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  not  advised  of  the 
particulars,  and  have  not  seen  any  communi- 
cation from  the  General  Land  Office;  but  this 
changioe  the  location  of  a  road  in  this  way,  I 
can  reaaily  see,  will  complicate  very  much  the 
titles,  and  complicate  the  rights  of  the  parties 
who  have  settled  heretofore  with  reference  to 
the  original  location,  if  there  are  any  such. 
The  gentlemen  having  t'''e  matter  in  charge,  I 
suppose,  have  inauired  into  that.  I  believe 
that  the  bill  provides  that  the  quantity  of  land 
shall  not  be  greater  than  the  quantity  that  was 
granted  by  the  original  acts. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan.  More  than  that, 
Mr.  President,  I  will  state  that  the  amount  that 
reverts  to  the  Government  is  larger  than  the 
amount  within  the  boundaries  of  the  line  sought 
to  be  established  by  the  bill  now  before  the 
Senate ;  and  as  there  are  no  rights  accrued 
except  this  single  case  to  which  I  have  referred, 
and  which  will  be  within  the  boundaries  of 
the  new  line,  it  strikes  me  there  cannot  be  any 
objection  to  the  bill.  The  Commissioner  of 
the  General  Land  Office  has  so  said  in  his  let- 
ter, and  this  bill,  I  believe,  has  met  the  unan- 
imous approval  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  committee  had  the 
same -advice  from  the  Department  which  the 
Senator  from  Michigan  speaks  of,  and  I  have 
here  a  letter  from  the  Land  Office  which  can 
be  read  if  it  is  desired. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  desire  to  have 
it  read. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  was  concnrred 
in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

POST  K0UTB8. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1666)  to  establish  certain 
post  roads,  have  had  the  same  under  consider- 
ation, and  have  directed  me  to  report  it  back 
with  amendments.  This  is  the  general  post 
route  bill,  and  I  hope  the  Senate  will  pass 
upon  it  immediately.  There  is  no  occasion 
for  reading  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Minnesota  reports  back  the  annual  post 
route  bill  and  asks  for  its  present  consider- 
ation. 


Mr.  STEWART.  There  ia  a  bill  waiti£| 
action  now  at  the  close  of  the  morning  busi- 
ness. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  ask  the  Senator  frr^i. 
Minnesota  if  there  is  anything  in  ibe  bill  im 
the  establishment  of  mail  routes  7 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     Purely  the  esUbli^me: 
of  mail  routes  and  nothing  else  io  the  woHd. 
It  is  a  House  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  is  no  legislaiio:: 
in  it.     It  relates  merely  to  mail  rootes. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  a  How 
bill  with  various  amendmenta  naming  addi- 
tional post  routes,  and  on  glancing  through  it 
the  Chair  sees  in  it  no  legislation  whatever. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Nothing  whatever,  exeep: 
the  establishment  of  post  routes. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  do  not  think  there  is  &cj 
need  of  reading  the  House  bill,  bat  I  ahouk 
like  to  have  the  amendments  reported  by  the 
committee  read.  >  I  have  not  been  able  to  hi 
in  the  committee  during  its  consideration,  and 
I  want  to  know  what  they  are. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  That  will  take  np  all  tk€ 
morning,  and  I  think  I  had  better  withdnv 
the  bill.  I  called  the  attention  of  Senators  u 
It  heretofore,  and  requested  them  to  examtoe 
the  amendments.  I  withdraw  ^he  bill  for  the 
present. 

^  RKDBMPTION  OP  LANDS. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  Nu. 
780)  to  provide  for  the  redemption  and  tale 
of  lands  held  by  the  United  States  ander  the 
several  acts  levying  direct  taxes,  have  directed 
me  to  report  it  back  to  the  Senate  with  ameod- 
ments.  I  am  also  directed  by  the  same  com- 
mittee to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  t) 
the  importance  of  immediate  action  on  this 
bill.  A  similar  bill  was  reported  at  the  lut 
session  of  Congress,  and  I  supposed  it  had 
passed  the  Senate,  but  it  wonld  seem  that  :t 
did  not.  It  has  been  very  carefully  consid- 
ered, and  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  word  io  ii 
to  which  any  Senator  will  object.  There  an 
some  amendments  of  a  formal  character  pro- 
posed by  the  committee.  The  bill  was  pre- 
pared at  the  Department,  and  it  ^ves  simpij 
the  right  of  redemption  to  the  owners  of  lasd 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  ia 
the  South,  sold  under  the  direct- tax  law, 
under  proper  circumstances  and  with  proper 
guards  for  the  possessory  rights  of  those  la 
possession. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wiU 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  that  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Alcoritj  obtained 
the  consent  of  the  Senate  that  the  remainder 
of  the  morning  hour,  after  the  morning  busi- 
ness, should  be  devoted  to  the  consideratioa 
of  a  bill  reported  from  the  Committee  ou 
Mines  and  Mining. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  state  to  the  Sena- 
tor  from  Mississippi  that  his  constituents,  asd 
especially  the  people  of  Sontfa  Carolina  and 
the  southern  States,  are  far  more  interested 
than  any  one  else  in  this  bill.  I  have  a  letter 
from  the  Department  urging  my  attention  to 
the  bill,  stating  that  the  rights  of  the  posaessort, 
who  are  negroes,  and  the  owners  of  the  land 
are  constantly  being  brought  into  conflict,  and 
therefore  appealing-  to  the  Senate  to  act  Bpu& 
it  as  promptly  as  possible.  It  is  a  matter  io 
which  his  constituents  are  affected  and  not 
mine. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Is  itgoing  to  involve  dis- 
cussion ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  not.  I  do  do; 
think  theire  is  a  word  in  it  which  will  be 
objected  to. 

Mr.  STEWARr.  I  will  not  ol^ect  unless 
there  is  discussion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senstor 
can  reserve  that  right.  The  bill  will  be  rend, 
subject  to  objection  or  to  a  demand  for  t^ 
regular  order  if  it  gives  rise  to  debate. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the 
bill,  which  was  considered  as  in  Commiue* 
of  the  Whole. 
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The  first  amendment  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance  was  in  section  one,  line 
twenty-one,  after  the  word  "Treasury*'  to 
insert  the  word  **  of." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  line  forty 
of  the  same  section,  to  strike  out  the  word 
"the*'  where  it  occurs  the  second  time  and 
insert  "a." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to.- 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  five, 
after  the  word  "to,"  in  line  four,  to  strike  out 
"  rent  or  sell  at  public  auction  the  lauds  not 
restored,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  "  sell 
at  public  auction  from  time  to  time,  and  as 
soon  as  possible  consistent  with  the  public 
interests,  the  lands  not  restored,  and  if  not 
thus  sold  then  to  lease  the  same." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  six, 

line  eight,  after  the  word  "shall"  to  insert 

"for  six  months  after  the  passage  of  this  act ;" 

BO  as  to  make  the  proviso  read : 

That  the  applioatioDs  of  the  purchasers  under  the 
"  Army  and  Navy"  sales  shall,  for  six  mouths  after 
the  passage  of  this  act.  have  precedence  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  land  purchased  by  them. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  eight, 

line  one,  to  strike  out  the  word  "all"  and 

insert  "no,"    and  in  line  four  to  strike  out 

the  word    "  not;  "  so  as  to  make  the  section 

read : 

That  no  lots  or  tracts  of  land  on  which  there  is 
a  national  cemetery,  or  which  has  been  set  apart  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States  and  now  needed 
for  military  or  naval  purposes,  shall  be  included  in 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     I  propose  inline  fourteen. 

page  2,  to  strike  out  the  words  "by  them;" 

3o  us  to  read  : 

At  the  time  of  sale  of  said  lands  by^  the  United 
St^ites  direct  tax  commissioners,  and  bid  in  for  the 
United  States,  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.      In  line  thirty-six,  on  the 

same  page,  I  move  to  strike  out  the   word 

"  circuit"  and  insert "  district  j"  so  as  to  read  : 

The  value  of  the  said  improvements  shall  be 
icLerminedupon  by  three  freeholders,  residents  of 
!  ho  county  or  parish,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
LTuited  States  district  judge.  Ac. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  reads  as  follows : 

Be  it  enacted,  dK.,  That  all  the  lands  now  owned 
t>y  the  United  States,  acquired  under  the  provisions 
)f  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  7, 1862,  with 
amendments  thereto,  relating  to  collections  of  Uni- 
ted States  direct  taxes  in  the  late  insurrectionary 
States,  shall  be  restored  to  persons  who  shall  make 
ipplication  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  through 
the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  for  restora- 
tion of  the  same  within  one  year  from  the  passage 
yf  this  act,  and  shall  furnish  satisfactory  evidence 
lo  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  they  were  the 
ieffttl  owner  or  owners  thereof  at  the  time  of  sale  of 
$atd  lands  by  the  United  States  direct  tax  commis- 
uoners,  and  bid  in  for  the  United  States,  or  to  any 
person  or  persons,  legal  heirs  of  said  owners,  at  the 
:.ime  of  said  sale,  or  to  the  assignees  of  either,  or  to 
persons  who  are  in  possession  under  and  by  virtue 
>f  a  formal  title  conveyed  to  them  by  said  owners, 
tieirs,  or  assignees  aforesaid,  or  their  legal  repre- 
sentatives, upon  terms  and  conditions  hereinafter 
provided,  namely,  upon  payment  into  the  United 
States  Treasury  of  the  tax  charged  against  the 
ands  by  the  act  of  Congress  approved  June  7,  1862, 
:ogether  with  cost  of  advertising  and  sale,  and  other 
charges,  with  interest  on  said  tax,  costs,  and  other 
sharges  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  on 
;he  tax  from  the  date  of  fixing  the  same,  and  on  the 
;ost8  from  the  date  of  sale,  and  upon  any  other 
charges  legally  made  Irom  the  time  they  attach; 
luch  interest  to  continue  until  the  date  of  appli- 
;ation  for  restoration  of  the  lands  herein  provided 
or.  and  upon  payment  to  the  party  entitled  to  the 
>enefit  thereof,  of  compensation  for  improvements 
vhich  have  been  made  since  the  tax  sale,  and  which 
itill  exist  on  said  lands.  A  compliance  with  each 
)f  these  provisions  is  required  as  a  condition  of  res- 
x)ration.  The  value  of  the  said  improvements  shall 
>e  determined  upon  by  three  freeholders,  residents 
>f  the  county  or  parish,  who  shall  be  appointed  by 
he  United  btates  district  judge  of  the  districtwbere 
he  lands  are  situated.  Said  board  of  freeholders 
ihall  examine  into  and  make  a  return  under  oath 
o  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue  and  to  the 
(lerk  of  court  of  record  for  said  county  or  parish, 
rhich  shall  set  forth  the  value  and  nature  of  the 


improvements,  when  they  were  made,  by  whom,  and 
to  whom,  in  their  opinion,  the  value  of  the  improve- 
ments belongs. 

Sec.  2.  That  if  two  or  more  persons  shall  apply  for 
restoration  of  the  same  property,  then  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall,  from  the  best  evidence  ob- 
tainable, decide  as  to  which  one  is  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  this  act.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
shall  also  decide  in  the  same  manner  as  to  who  is 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  improvements. 

Sbc.  3.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Rev- 
enue, upon  being  satisfied  that  the  conditions  of 
restoration  have  been  complied  with,  shall  make 
out  a  certificate  of  release,  in  duplicate,  which, 
upon  bein^  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, the  original  shall  be  given  to  the  party  to  whom 
the  land  or  lands  are  restored,  and  the  duplicate 
retained  in  the  Internal  Revenue  Office  for  file.  Said 
certificate  shall  have  the  force  and  effect  of  releasing 
all  right  and  title  of  the  United  States  to  the  lands 
which  have  been  acquired  under  said  United  States 
direct- tax  act. 

Sbc.  4.  That  the  Commissioner  of  Internal  Rev- 
enue is  hereby  'authorized  to  make  snob  rules  and 
regulations  as  he  mav  deem  necessary  for  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  this  act;  which  regulations, 
after  being  approved  by  the  Secretonr  of  the  Treas- 
ury! shall  have  the  same  force  and  effect  as  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

Sec.  5.  That  if  no  application  is  made  for  restora- 
tion of  these  lands  as  herein  provided,  then  the 
Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  is  hereby 
authorised  to  sell  at  public  auction  from  time  to  time, 
and  as  soon  as  possible  consistent  with  the  public 
interests,  the  lands  not  restored,  and  if  not  thus 
sold  then  to  lease  the  same. 

Sbc  6.  That  all  lands  now  owned  by  the  United 
States  acquired  under  the  provisions  of  any  of  the 
United  States  direct- tax  acts,  situated  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  including  all  tracts  or  lots  of  land 
purchased  under  "  Army  and  Navy  "  sales,  not  paid 
for  in  full  at  the  present  time,  shall  be  included  in 
the  provisions  of  this  act:  Provided*  however.  That 
the  applications  of  the  purchasers  under  **  Army 
and  Navy  "  sales  shall  for  six  months  after  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  have  precedence  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  land  purchased  by  them. 

Sbc  7.  That  all  money  derived  under  the  provis- 
ions of  section  eight  of  an  act  of  Congress  entitled 
"An  act  to  continue  in  force  and  to  amend  on  act  to 
establish  a  bureau  for  the  relief  of  freedmen  and 
refugees."  attested  July  16. 1866,  and  which  has  been 
turned  over  to  the  custody  of  the  Freedmen's  Bu- 
reau, shall  be  appropriated  for  the  benefit  of  public 
schools,  equally,  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Ilelena  and 
St.  Luke,  South  Carolina,  under  the  direction  of  a 
special  board  of  three  commissioners  appointed  by 
and  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  Said  board  shall  give  such  bonds 
as  may  be  required  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Sbc.  8.  That  no  lots  or  tracts  of  land  on  which 
there  is  a  national  cemetery,  or  which  has  been  set 
apart  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  and 
now  needed  for  military  or  naval  purposes,  shall  be 
included  in  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  On  the  second  page, 
line  twenty- five,  I  move  to  strike  out  the  word 
"ten"  and  insert  "six;"  so  as  to  read,  |' at  the 
rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum."  I  will  state 
that  these  lands  have  been  rented  out  since 
they  have  been  in  the  possession  of  the  Qov- 
ernment,  and  quite  a  sum  has  o^crued  from 
their  rent.  I  think  it  unfair  in  giving  back 
these  lands  to  the  former  owners  to  charge 
them  ten  per  cent,  interest.  I  think  this  an 
un&ir  rate  of  interest.  I  think  six  per  cent, 
is  large  enough  interest  to  pay  the  Government, 
and  besides  tne  Government  has  had  the  use  of 
these  lands.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  agree  with 
my  amendment  to  strike  out  "  ten"  and  insert 
"six"  per  cent,  as  the  rate  of  interest. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  On  the  contrary,  the  rate 
of  interest  was  fixed  at  ten-  per  cent. ,  because 
not  less  than  ten  per  cent,  is  the  rate  of  inter- 
est in  the  southern  States.  I  will  again  tell 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  that  this  bill 
has  been  prepared  with  great  care  to  harmon- 
ize and  reconcile  the  interests  of  all  possess- 
ors and  owners  of  these  lands;  and  no  change 
ought  to  be  made,  especially  a  change  so 
obviously  unjust  as  this  would  be.  Six  per 
cent,  interest  would  be  no  proper  compensa- 
tion^  and  no  proper  penalty  for  unpaid  taxes. 
Ten  per  cent,  interest  is  a  very  small  rate  on 
unpaid  taxes.  In  all  the  States,  I  believe,  ten 
per  cent,  is  the  lowest  fixed  by  any  State  for 
unpaid  taxes,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  goes. 
In  many  of  them  it  is  Iwenty-five  per  cent. 
I  trust  the  Senate  will  allow  this  bill  to 
stand.  It  has  been  carefully  arranged.  I 
will  state  further  that  this  bill,  besides  having 
been  framed  at  the  Department,  has  been 
carefiilly  revised  by  different  members  of  the 


Committee  on  Finance,  and  it  is  now,  I  believe, 
assented  to  by  all.  It  is  a  matter  fixing  the 
rights  of  property- holders  in  the  southern 
States  that  ought  to  be  disposed  of.  1  think 
it  ought  not  to  be  changed  here  without  full 
consideration. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  do  not  wish  to  discuss 
the  bill  at  all,  but  to  say  in  reference  to  this 
point  that  I  suppose  the  committee  were 
governed  in  putting  in  ten  per  cent,  by  the 
original  act  levying  the  tax,  which  made  the 
interest  ten  per  cent,  heretofore  on  all  unpaid 
taxes.  It  was  so  by  the  act  of  July  7,  1862, 
and  in  every  subsequent  act  that  rate  has  been 
adhered  to.  It  will  involve  a  complete  modi- 
fication of  the  whole  system  of  airect  taxes 
if  the  ten  per  cent,  be  changed. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  withdraw  my  amend- 
ment, as  I  do  not  wish  to  obstruct  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  ask  the  chair- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  if  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill  carefully  exclude  the  whole 
of  the  Arlington  property.  I  see  it  does  ex- 
clude such  property  as  is  actually  used  as  ceme- 
teries ;  but  is  all  that  property  so  used  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  It  excludes  all  property, 
any  portion  of  which  is  occupied  for  a  national 
cemetery.  The  last  section  of  the  bill,  .the 
eighth  section,  if  the  Senator  will  look  at  it, 
he  will  see  has  been  a  little  enlarged  by  the 
committee  in  the  last  amendment  adopted,  so 
as  to  make  it  clear  that  not  only  the  part  occu- 
pied by  a  cemetery,  but  all  tracts  of  land,  a 
part  of  which  is  occupied  by  a  national  ceme- 
tery, are  excluded.  If  there  is  any  language 
to  make  it  stronger,  I  would  not  object. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  merely  asked 
for  information.  I  only  heard  the  bill  as  read. 
I  understand  that  the  duty  is  devolved  on  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  ascertain  all  inter- 
vening titles,  such  as  judgments  and  titles  ob- 
tained by  will  in  reference  to  this  property  dur- 
ing this  intermediate  period.  There  oueht  to 
be  in  the  bill,  if  there  is  not,  some  authority 
for  hinf  to  appoint  a  commission  to  determine 
those  titles.  It  is  a  duty  that  the  Secretary 
can  hardly  perform  himself. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  a  provision  in 
the  bill  that  in  case  of  dispute  the  matter  goes 
to  a  proper  tribunal.  The  Secretary  only 
decides  as  an  administrative  officer  in  the  first 
instance.  As  a  matter  of  course,  either  party 
may  appeal  to  the  courts  for  any  rights  under 
the  law. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed . 

Mr.  POMEROY.  For  the  sake  of  having 
time  to  look  into  that  bill  I  move  a  reconsid- 
eration, so  as  not  to  let  it  go  out  of  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Senate  until  I  can  examine  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  will 
be  entered. 

REPORTS  OF  OOMMITTBKS. 

Mr.  CRAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2055)  for  the  relief  of  H.  C.  Chris- 
topher, G.  W.  Beard,  C.  A.  Uber,  Edward 
Stiles,  and  N.  H.  Lamdin,  reported  it  without 
amendment. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  The  Committee  on  Finance, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  809)  to 
establish  an  assay  office  at  Helena,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Montana,  have  directed  me  to  report 
it  back  without  amendment,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  pass.  This  bill  was  intro- 
duced by  the  Senator  from  California,  [Mr. 
Cole,]  and  I  understand  it  is  his  desire  that  it 
be  put  on  its  passage  now. 

Mr.  STEWART  addressed  the  Chair. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Committee 
on  Mines  and  Mining  do  not  appear  to  give 
way.  Perhaps  the  Senator  from  lowa  had  bet- 
ter reserve  the  bill  until  to-morrow. 
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Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  make  the  suggestion  that 
the  bill  be  considered  now,  at  the  request  of 
the  Senator  from  California. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Iowa  desires  the  present  consideration 
of  a  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Finance. 
The  Senator  from  Nevada,  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining,  having  ob- 
tained consent  to  nse  the  remainder  of  the 
morning  hour  for  a  bill  reported  by  them, 
objects. 

Mr.  STEWART.  We  shall  not  have  time 
to  reach  it  if  we  allow  other  bills  to  come  in. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  care  |>articnlarly 
about  this  bill  for  Montana,  but  it  is  a  formal 
bill,  and  I  think  it  will  be  passed  without 
debate  when  it  is  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  is 
made  to  the  present  consideration  of  the  bill, 
and  it  will  be  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  WRIGHT,  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2086)  for  the  relief  of  James  A.  Bell, 
reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  AMES,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
511)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^ 'An  act  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  expenses  incurred  by 
the  Territories  of  Washington  and  Oregon  in 
the  suppression  of  Indian  hostilities  therein 
in  the  years  1855  and  1856,"  approved  March 
2,  1861,  reported  it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  913)  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
of  a  district  judge  in  each  of  the  judicial  dis- 
tricts of  Mississippi,  reported  it  with  an  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  also  directed  by 
the  same  committee  to  report  back  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  286)  to  perpetuate  testimony  in 
the  courts  of  the  United  States.  The  com- 
mittee have  agreed  upon  an  amendment, 
which  I  -have  not  at  hand  at  this  moment,  to 
simplify  the  thing,  which  will  be  submitted 
to-morrow  within  the  same  scope.  I  report 
the  bill  that  it  may  go  on  the  Calendar,  so 
thatiwe  may  act  upon  it  to-morrow  with  the 
other  reports  of  the  Judiciary  Comsuttee. 

BILLS  INTRODDOSD. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  asked,  and  by  unanimoas 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  Mil  (9. 
No.  977)  granting  a  pension  to  Mrs.  MeHnda 
Brooks ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  th!e, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  978)  for  adjusting  the  clafma  of  the  State 
of  New  Hampshire ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  titfe,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  979)  to  define  the  territorial  limits  and 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  district  courts 
for  the  eastern  and  western  districts  of  Arkan- 
sas, and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read 
twice  bv  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM  asked,  and  by  unan- 
imous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  980)  to  advance  Commander 
Francia  M.  Bunco  one  grade  in  ike  Navy  ;. 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  LOGAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  981)  for  the  relief  of  Edmund  Jussenj 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referre'd  to 
th'!  Committee  on  Finance,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  CAMEUON.  I  ask  leave  to  introduce 
a  joint  resoliUion,  and  in  introducing  it  I  de.sire 
to  say  a  hingle  word.  The  emperor  of  Ger- 
many,  wishing  to  manifest  his  gratitude  to 


ministers  and  consuls  of  the  United  States 
in  France,  is  desirous  of  paying  them  some 
substantial  compliment;  but  that  cannot  be 
done  without  the  permission  of  Congress*  I 
therefore  offer  a  joint  resolution  on  the  sub* 
ject  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

There  being  no  objection,  leave  was  granted 
to  introduce  a  joint  resolution  (S.  R.  No.  6) 
permitting  certain  diplomatic  and  consular 
officers  of  the  Unitea  States  in  France  to 
accept  testimonials  from  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many for  their  friendly  services  to  the  subjects 
of  the  emperor  during  the  war  between  France 
and  Germanv ;  whicn  was  read  twice  by  its 
titl^,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas,  submitted  an 
amendment  intended  to  be  proposed  by  him 
to  the  bill  (S.  No.  724)  supplementary  to  an 
act  entitled  *^An  act  to  incorporate  the  Texas 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  its  road,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  March  8,  1871 ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  gave  notice  to  the  Sen- 
ate on  last  week  (hat  either  yesterdiky  laora- 
ing  or  this  morning  I  woold  crave  tbeir  indul- 

fence  to  make  a  ^w  remark's  on  Senate  bill 
lo.  968,  making  an  appropriation  for  iastru- 
menta  to  be  used  in  taking  observation»  upon 
the  transit  of  Venus  in  1874,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Education  and  Labor.  Finding 
that  the  morning  hour  has  been  taken  by  my 
friend  from  Nevada,  I  give  notice  that  to- 
morrow morning  during  the  morning  ho«r  I 
will  ask  unanimous  consent  to  move  to  take 
op  that  bin  for  the  purpose  of  submitting  some 
reoiarks. 

AUKNllMRNTS  TO  APPBOPKti.nON  BILLS. 

Mr.  GRA6IN,  from  the  Committee  cm 
Naval  Affairs,  submitted  an  amend okent  in- 
tended to  be  proposed  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  Ko. 
1191)  making  appropriations  for  the  naval 
service  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1878,  and 
for  other  pnrpoees ;  which  waa  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  submitted  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  by  him  to  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1541)  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending 
June  30,  1878:  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

SEYBLOK^BNT  OF  MININO  BH60URCKS. 

The  ViCE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  resumes  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1016)  to 
promote  the  development  of  the  mising  re- 
sourcea  of  the  Unit^  States,  reporied  by  the 
Senator  from  Mississippt  [Mr.  Alcorn]  from 
the  Committee  on  Mines  and  Mining. 

The  committee  reported  an  anendment,  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  of  the 
bill,  and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  followng: 

Tbel  all  valueble  miBeral  deposits  in  lands  be- 
longioK  to  the  United  States,  both  survered  aad 
ansurveyed,  are  berebv  declared  to  bo  free  and 
open  to  exploration  and  imrehase,  and  the  lands  in 
whioh  tbey  are  found  to  oocapattoa  and  pnrohase, 
by  oitiscns  of  tke  United  States  and  those  who  have 
declared  their  intention  to  become  suoh,  under  reg- 
alatiotts  prescribed  by  law,  and  according  to  the 
loeal  onstoms  or  rules  of  miaers,  in  the  several 
mining  districts,  so  far  as  the  same  are  applicable 
and!  not  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

Sbo.  2.  That  miains  okusM  upon  veins  or  lodes  of 
(quarts  or  other  rock  in  place  bearing  gold,  silver, 
cinnabar,  lead,  tin,  copper,  or  other  valuable  de> 
posits,  heretofore  located,  shall  be  governed  as  to 
lengtb  along  the  vein  or  lode  by  the  customs,  reg- 
ulations, and  laws  in  force  at  the  date  of  their  loca- 
tion. ^  A  mining  claim  located  after  the  passage 
of  this  act,  whether  located  by  one  or  more  per- 
sons, may  equal,  but  shall  not  exceed,  fifteen  hun- 
dred feet  iu  length  along  the  vein  or  lode;  but 
no  location  of  a  mining  claim  shall  be  made  until 
the  discovery  of  the  vein  or  lode  within  the  limits 
of  the  claim  located.  No  claim  shall  extend  more 
than  three  hundred  feet  on  each  side  of  the  middle  of 


the  vein  at  the  surfMse,  nor  shall  any  elalm  be  fns- 
ited  by  any  minin|r  regulation  to  lesa  tb»ik  tvesty- 
five  feet  on  each  side  of  the  middle  of  the  veic  a 
the  surface,  except  where  adverse  risbts  exist.st 
at  the  passage  of  this  act  shall  render  sweh  limiti- 
tion  necessary.  The  end  lines  of  —eh  elaia  ihali 
be  parallel  to  each  other. 

Sac.  8.  That  the  locators  of  all  BaiDlAc  locatioei 
heretofore  made,  or  whioh  shall  heroAfter  b«  mait. 
on  any  mineral  vein,  lode,  or  ledge,  sitaaied  on  tk» 
pnblio  domain,  their  hein  and  assUms.  where  bo 
adverse  claim  exists  at  the  paosage  of  this  aeC  m 
long  as  they  comply  with  the  laws  of  the  UDi:«4 
States,  and  with  State,  territorial,  and  loeal  reg«i&- 
tions  not  in  confllot  with  said  laws  of  the  Uniced 
States  governing  their  possessory  tiUe,  rhnll  bara 
the  exclusive  right  of  poss^ion  and  enjoyment  cf 
all  the  surface  included  within  the  lines  of  tbtn 
locations,  and  of  all  veins,  lodes,  end  ledccs  throarls- 
out  their  entire  depth,  the  top  or  npea  of  which  Ims 
inside  of  such  surface  lines  extended  downward  rrr- 
tically,  although  such  veins,  lodes,  or  led^res  may  so 
far  depart  from  a  perpendioalar  in  their  eoam 
downward  as  to  extend  outside  the  vertical  r,J« 
lines  of  said  surface  locations:  Provided,  Xhattbecr 
right  of  possession  to  such  outside  parts  of  said  veiss 
or  ledges  shall  be  oonfined  to  suoh  portions  therv«f 
as  lie  between  vertical  planes  drawn  downward  as 
aforesaid,  through  the  end  lines  of  their  l«>catio!i<, 
so  continued  in  their  own  direetton  thnt  sneh  plsaei 
will  intersect  such  exterior  parts  of  said  veias  *ji 
ledges:  And  provided  further.  That  nothing  in  tbts 
section  shall  authorise  the  locator  ot  poas^sBor  of  a 
vein  or  lode  which  extends  in  its  downward  coarye 
beyond  the  vertical  lines  of  his  claim  tQ  enter  upo^ 
the  surface  of  a  claim  owned  or  possessed  by  aaotber. 

Seo.  4.  Tbatwhereatnnnelisranfor  thedevel»^ 
ment  of  a  vein  or  lode  or  for  the  diseorery  of  mtnec, 
the  owners  of  saoh  tnnnel  shall  have  the  right  of 
possession  of  ell  veins  or  lodes  within  three  th««- 
sand  feet  from  the  face  of  saoh  tnnnel  on  the  li«t 
thereof,  not  previously  known  to  exist,  di9&>ver«d 
in  such  tunnel,  to  the  same  extent  as  if  diseorered 
from  the  surface;  and  locations  on  the  line  of  seek 
tunnel  of  veins  or  lodes  not  appearing  on  the  sor- 
faoe,  made  by  other  parlies  alter  the  oomnwac^ 
menC  of  the  tunnel,  and  while  the  seme  is  k«iaf 
prosecutea  with  reasonable  diligenoe,  shail  b« 
invalid ;  but  failure  to  prosecute  the  work  on  tb« 
tunnel  for  six  months  shall  be  considered  as  aa 
abandonment  of  the  right  to  all  aadlsewvered  vcss 
on  the  line  of  said  tunnel. 

Sbc.  5.  That  the  miners  of  ea«fa  mintng  di^tri^t 
may  make  rules  and  regnlaliens  net  hi  eonfttec  with 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  or  with  the  tawi  %.>f 
the  State  or  Territory  in  which  the  district  is  sita- 
aCed,  governing  the  location,  manner  of  reeording, 
amount  of  work  necessary  to  hold  poseessien  of  * 
mining  claim,  subject  to  the  following  requireraesL* : 
the  location  meal  he  distinctly  marked  on  thd 
ground  so  that  its  boondaries  can  be  reedily  treeoL 
All  records  of  mining  claims  herenfler  made  pha.1 
contain  the  name  or  names  of  the  locators,  the  date 
of  the  location,  and  suoh  a  description  of  the  claia 
or  claims  located  by  reference  to  some  natural  ob- 
ject et  penunneat  monument  s»  will  identify  xikt 
olaim.  On  each  elaitt  located  after  the  pesmgr  of 
mis  act,  and  until  a  patent  shall  have  been  issaed 
therefor,  not  less  than  one  hundred  doHsirs*  worth 
of  labor  shall  be  performed  or  impseveseents  saaJ* 
during  each  year.    On  all  claims  located  prior  to  the 

Eassage  of  this  act  ten  dollars'  worth  of  labor  shall 
e  performed  or  improvements  osade  for  eeeh  <>c« 
hundred  feet  in  length  niong  the  veia  antil  a  patent 
snail  have  been  issued  therefor;  bnt  where  »ii«h 
claims  are  held  in  comsson sash  expeadftlnre  may  b« 
mode  upon  any  one  claim :  and  npon  a  tail  ore  ti 
flomply  with  these  oonditions,  the  elains  or  sitae 
upon  whieb  such  fnilare  occurred  shnH  be  op«»  M 
relocation  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  lees^on  of 
the  same  had  ever  been  made:  /'rosidarf,  fhat  tae 
original  locators,  their  heirs,  assigns,  or  leyai  repre- 
sentatives, have  not  resumed  work  s^pea  the  elsia 
after  suoh  fiailure  and  before  siaob  loeatieaw  Upoa 
the  failure  of  any  one  of  sevMol  oo6wnese  to  coe- 
tribute  his  proportion  of  Um  enpenditares  r«)en«re<l 
by  this  act,  the  eoowners  who  have  ^erferm^  tea 
labor  or  made  the  iasproveBeats  may,  at  the  espir- 
ation  of  the  yww,  give  sooh  detimineat  eeowaer 
personal  notice,  or  notice  by  pnhlioatien  in  the  new 
paper  published  nearest  the  elaiinv  for  at  least  eaee 
a  week  for  ninety  days,  and  if  at  the  expiratiea  fA 
ninety  days  after  saeb  notise.  SMoh  delioeecst 
should  fail  or  sefiase  to  eontribuee  his  »reporti«e  ta 
comply  with  tbici  aot^  his  interest  in  theelaisB  shall 
beoome  the  sroperty  of  his  oojlwners  who  have  made 
the  reiiuired  expenditure. 

Sbc.  6.  That  a  eatent  for  any  land  rTaitnsd  wmk 
located  for  valuable  deposits  may  he  ebtaiasd  in  the 
folfowing  manner:  any  person,  assooiaiioa.  or  cer- 

g oration  authorised  te  loecAe  aelaim  nndas  thisasC 
aviag  claimed  and  located  a  piece  of  laa^i  for  roeh 
purposes,  whoha!«,or  have,  complied  with  the  terms 
of  this  act.  may  ftle  in  the  proper  lead  ofllee  la  ap- 
plication for  a  patent,  nnder  oath,  shewing  s«ck 
oompliaaoe,  together  with  a  plat  and  fie)d>w»te»  «f 
the  claim  or  claims  in  eommun.  made  hj  er  eradcr 
the  direction  of  the  United  Stales  sorveyor  general. 
showiafiF  accurately  the  bonndaries  of  the  clam  tir 
cliumii,  whioh  shall  be  distinctly  aawked  hy  BKiea- 
mems  on  tiie  ground,  and  shall  post  a  eepy  ef  ra*^ 
pUu  together  with  a  notice  of  sneh  applieation  Mr 
a  patent,  in  a  conspieuiMis  piece  on  the  kaed  tm- 
br^iccd  in  such  plat  previous  to  the  ilina  ef  the  ap- 
plication for  a  patent,  and  shall  ile  am  aftdavii  of 
at  least  two  persons  that  such  notiee  has  been  duly 
posted  as  aforesaid,  and  shall  file  •  copy  ef  ami 
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lOiioe  in  rach  land  office,  and  shall  thereapon  be 
ntitled  to  a  patent  for  said  laDd,  in  the  manner 
i^llowing:  the  fegister  of  the  land  office,  apoo  the 
ling  of  such  applioation,  plat,  field-notes*  notices. 
,nd  affidavits,  shall  publish  a  ootiee  thai  sueh 
.pplication  has  been  made,  for  the  period  of  sixty 
ny?,  in  a  newspaper  to  be  by  him  designated  as 
ubiished  nearest  to  saldclailn}  and  he  shall  also 
•odt  such  notice  in  bjs  office  for  the  same  period. 
?be  claimant  at  the  time  of  filing  this  application, 
r  at  any  time  thereafter,  within  the  sixty  days  of 
•ubiioatiou,  shall  file  With  the  register-  a  eertifloate 
i  the  United  States  sorveyor  general  that  $500  worth 
f  labor  has  been  expended  or  improvements  made 
ipon  the  claim  by  himself  or  grantors:  that  the  plat 
3  correct,  With  siieh  farther  description  by  sdoh 
eference  to  painral  obieets  or  permanent  mpnn- 
oents  OS  shall  identify  the  claim^  and  furnish  an 
accurate  desdfiptloa,  to  be  incorporated  in  the  pat- 
nt.  At  the  expiration  of  the  sixty  dgys  of  publiea- 
ion  the  claimant  shall  file  his  affidavit,  showing 
bat  the  plat  and  notice  have  been  posted  in  a  oon- 
picuoQS  place  on  the  claioi  during  said  period  of 
•ablioation.  If  no  adverse  claim  shall  have  been 
tied  with  the  register  and  the  receiver  9f  the  proper 
and  office  at  the  expiration  of  the  sixty  days  of 
•nbticatioh,  it  shall  be  assumed  that  the  applicant 
9  entitled  to  the  patent,  upon  tha  payment  to  ihe 
»roper  officer  of  five  dollars  per  aere.  and  that  no 
idverse  claim  exists;  and  thereafter  no  objection 
rom  third  parties  to  th«  Issnanee  of  a  patent  Snail 
te  beard,  except  it  be  thowD  that  ihe  applicant  ha« 
ailed  to  comply  with  this  act. 
Sec.  7.  That  where  an  adverse  claim  shall  be  filed 
luring  the  period  of  publication,  it  shall  be  upon 
•ath  of  the  person  or  persons  making  the  same,  and 
hall  show  the  natare<  boundaries,  and  extent  of 
uoh  adverse  claim,  and  all  proceeding8|  except  the 
tublication  of  notice  and  making  and  filing  of  the 
.ffidavit  thereof,  shall  be  stayea  until  ihe  contro- 
ersy  shall  have  been  settled  or  deckled  by  a  court 
t{  competent  jurisdiction,  or  the  adverse  claim 
raived.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  adverse  Claimant, 
rithin  thirty  days  after  filing  his  claim,  to  eomneno^ 
proceedings  in  a  court  of  competent  jttrlsdlctioil,  to 
ietermiue  the  question  of  the  right  of  npssession, 
md  prosecute  the  same  with  reasonable  oi I igenee  to 
inal  judgment;  and  a  failure  eo  to  do  shall  be  a 
raiver  ut  his  adverse  claim^  After  such  judgment 
hall  hav«  been  rendered,  the  party  entitled  to  the 
possession  of  the  claim,  or  any  portion  thereof,  may, 
vithout  giving  further  notice,  file  a  certified  copy 
•f  the  judgment-roll  with  the  register  of  the  land 
•ffice,  together  with  the  certificate  of  the  surveyor 
reueral  that  the  requisite  amount  of  labor  has  been 
ixpended,  or  improvemcuts  made  thereon,  and  the 
lescription  required  in  other  eases,  and  shall  ipay 
o  the  receiver  five  dollars  per  acre  for  his  claim, 
ogether  with  the  proper  fees,  Whereupon  the  whole 
proceedings  and  the  judgment-roll  shall  be  certified 
»y  the  register  to  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
^and  Office,  and  a  patent  shall  issue  thereon  for  the 
laim,  ot  such  portion  thereof  as  the  applicant  shall 
i.|»pear,  from  the  deoision  of  the  oouru  to  rightfully 
iosieaa.  If  it  shall  appear  from  the  decision  of  the 
oart  that  Several  parties  are  entitled  to  separate 
itid  different  portlone  of  the  claim,  each  party  ifeay 
»ay  for  his  portion  of  ih6  elaim.  With  the  proper 
eea,  and  file  the  certificate  and  description  by  the 
urveyor  general,  whereupon  the  register  shalicer- 
ify  the  prueeedings  and  judgment-roll  to  the  Com- 
Qif'sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  as  in  ihe  pre- 
eding  case,  and  patents  shall  issue  to  ihe  several 
lariies  according  to  their  respective  rights.  Proof 
'f  oltisenship  Uftder  this  act,  or  the  act^  of  July  26, 
806.  and  July  9, 1870,  in  the  ease  of  an  individaal, 
aay  consist  of  his  own  affidavit  thereof,  and  in  case 
t  an  association  of  persons  unincorporated,  of  the 
.ffldavit  of  their  authoriied  agent,  made  on  hit  own 
LEH>wledge  Or  upon  information  and  belief,  and  in 
a^e  of  a  corporation  organised  under  the  laws  of 
be  United  Stated,  or  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the 
Jolted  States,  by  the  filing  of  a  certified  copy  of 
beir  charter  or  certificate  of  incorporation}  and 
lothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  pre- 
out  the  alienation  of  the  title  conveyed  by  a  patent 
or  a  mining  claim  to  any  person  whatever. 
8ac.  8.  Thai  the  deseripiion  of  vein  or  lode  claims, 
ipou  surveyed  lands,  shall  designate  the  location  of 
he  claim  with  reference  to  the  lines  of  the  public 
urveys,  but  need  not  conform  therewith)  but  where 
.  patent  shall  be  issued  oe  aforesaid  for  claims  Upon 
u^urveyed  lands,  the  surveyor  general,  in  extead- 
Dg  the  surveys,  shall  adjust  the  same  to  the  bounda- 
ies  of  .such  patented  claim«  aceording  to  the  plat  or 
.eseription  thereof,  bai  so  as  in  no  ease  io  Interfere 
rith  or  change  the  location  of  any  such  patented 
l»im. 

8b€.  9.  That  seeiionsona,  two«  three,  foilf,  and  sin 
f  an  act  entitled  "An  act  granting  the  right  of  way 
o  ditch  and  canal -owners  over  the  publiclands.  and 
or  other  purposes,"  approved  July  2fib  1866,  are 
icreby  repealed,  but  such  repeal  shall  not  aff'ect 
xisting  rights.  Applications  for  patents  for  mining 
iiiiBS  BOW  pending  may  be  proeecated  io  a  final 
tecieion  in  the  General  Land  Offioe;  Imi  in  such 
ases  where  adverse  rights  are  not  affected  thereby. 
»<itet)t:s  may  issue  in  p«r8u«BC#of  ihe  provisions  ot 
hid  net;  and  all  patents  for  mining  claims  hereto- 
ure  iti0ued  under  the  act  of  July  26, 1866,  shall  con- 
ey ail  the  righta  and  privileges  conferred  by  this 
ct  where  no  adverse  rights  exist  at  the  time  of  the 
*'A98age  of  this  act. 

Sbo.  10.  That  the  act  entitled  "As  act  to  ameikd 
*fk  aoi  granting  the  right  of  way  io  ditoh  and  eanal 
•  wners  over  the  public  lands,  and  for  others  pur- 
»o8es ''  approved  July  9, 1870.  shall  be  and  remain 
n  full  force,  except  aa  to  the  proceedrnge  to  obtain 
k  paioBi,  which  abalk  be  similar  to  ibe  proceedings 


prescribed  by  sections  six  and  seven  of  this  act  for 
Cbtaining  patents  to  vein  or  lode  claims;  but  whore 
said  placer  claifnflshall  be  upon  sui'veycil  lands,  and 
conform  to  legal  subdivisions,  no  further  survey  o^ 

[>lat  shall  be  required,  and  joint  entries  shall  be  al- 
owed  for  contiguous  claims,  as  provided  in  said  act: 
»nt  where  said  claims  cannot  bo  conformed  to  legal 
sttbdivislonS  survey  and  |>Iat  shall  be  made  as  on 
unsurveyed  lands :  ProviiUdi  That  proceedings  now 
pending  may  be  prosecuted  to  their  final  determin- 
ation under  extstini^  laws;  but  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  when  not  In  eonfiici  with  existing  laws,  shall 
apply  to  sueh  caeee :  ProwUd  aUot  Thai  wher6  by 
the  segregation  of  mineral  lands  in  any  legal  sub- 
division a  quantity  of  agricultural  land  less  than 
forty  acres  remains,  said  fractional  portion  of  agri- 

Sultural  land  may  be  entered  by  any  party  quail- 
ed by  lawj'or  homestead  or  preemption  purposes. 
Sbo.  11.  That  wh($re  the  same  person,  association. 
dr  eorporaiion  is  in  possession  of  a  placer  elaim,  and 
also  a  vein  o^  loi^e  included  within  the  boundaries 
thereof,  application  shall  be  ihade  lor  a  patent  for 
the  placer  claim.  With  the  statement  that  ft  includes 
Mch  vein  ot  lode,  and  in  snch  ease  (subject  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act  and  the  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  an  act  granting  the  right  of  way  to  ditch 
and  canal  owners  trvet  the  public  Innds,  And  for 
other  purposes."  approved  July  9,  1870)  a  patent 
shall  issue  for  the  placer  claim,  including  such  vein 
or  lode,  upon  the  payment  of  five  dollars  per  acre 
f6r  suen  vein  or  lode  claim,  and  twenty-five  feet  of 
siriaoe  on  each  side  thereof.  The  remainder  of  the 
placer  claim,  or  any  placer  claim  not  embracing 
hny  vein  or  lode  claim,  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  rate 
6f  $2  50  per  acre,  together  with  all  costs  of  proceed- 
ings; and  Where  a  vein  or  lode.  sUch  as  is  described 
in  the  second  section  of  this  act,  is  known  to  exist 
Within  the  boundaries  of  a  placer  claim,  an  appli- 
cation fbr  A  patent  fbr  duch  placer  claim  which  does 
not  include  an  application  for  the  vein  or  lode  claim 
shall  be  consiraed  as  a  conoldfiive  declaration  thai 
the  claimant  of  the  placer  claim  has  no  right  of  pos- 
session of  the  vein  or  lode  claim  ;  but  where  the 
existence  of  a  vein  or  lode  in  a  placer  claiifi  is  not 
known,  a  patent  for  the  placer  claim  shall  convey 
all  valuable  mineral  and  other  deposits  within  the 
bound  ari  esthereof. 

Sko.  12.  Thai  the  sn^eyor  general  of  ihe  United 
States  may  appoint  in  each  land  district  containing 
mineral  lands  as  many  competent  surveyjors  as  shall 
apply  for  appointment  to  survey  miufng  claims. 
The  expenses  of  the  lurvey  of  vein  Or  lode  claims, 
and  the  survey  and  subdivision  of  placer  claims  into 
Imaller  quantities  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
togetntfi*  With  the  cost  of  publication  of  notices, 
shall  be  paid  by  ihe  applicants,  and  they  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  obtain  the  same  at  the  most  reasonable 
rates,  and  they  shall  also  be  at  liberty  to  employ  any 
United  States  deputy  surveyor  to  make  the  survey. 
The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office  shall 

Jklso  have  power  to  establish  the  maximum  charges 
or  surveys  and  publication  of  notices  under  this 
act  j  and,  in  case  of  excessive  charges  for  publica- 
tion, be  may  designate  any  newspaper  published  in 
fk  land  district  where  mines  are  situated  for  the  pub- 
ication  of  mining  notices  in  such  district,  and  fix 
the  rates  to  be  charged  by  such  paper :  and,  to  the 
end  that  the  Commisfiioner  may  be  fully  informed  on 
the  suijtject,  each  appticant  shall  file  with  the  regis- 
ter a  sworn  statement  of  all  charges  and  fees  paid  by 
Said  applicant  for  publication  and  sdrveys,  together 
with  all  fees  and  money  paid  the  register  and  the 
receiver  of  the  land  office,  which  statement  shall  be 
transmitted,  with  the  other  papers  in  the  Cose,  to  the 
Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Office.  The  fees 
of  the  register  and  the  receiver  shall  be  five  dollars 
each  for  filing  and  acting  upon  each  application  for 
patent  or  adverse  claim  filed,  and  they  shall  be 
allowed  thA  amount  fixed  by  law  for  reducing  testi- 
mony to  writing,  when  done  in  the  land  office,  such 
rees  and  allowances  to  be  paid  by  the  respective  par- 
ties; and  no  other  fees  shall  be  charged  by  them  in 
inch  cases.  Nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed 
to  enlarge  or  aff'ect  the  rights  of  either  party  in 
regard  to  any  property  in  controveriiy  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  this  act,  or  of  the  act  entitled 
*'  An  act  granting  the  right  of  way  io  ditch  and  canal 
owners  over  the  public  lands,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, ''  appro  ved  July  26, 1866,  nor  shal  1  this  act  affect 
any  ri^bt  acquired  under  said  act;  and  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  be  construed  to  repeal,  impair,  or  in 
any  way  affect  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled 
**  An  act  granting  to  A.  Sutro  the  right  of  way  and 
otner  privileges  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  a  drain- 
tag  and  exploring  tunnel  to  the  Comstock  lode,  is 
the  State  of  Nevada,''  approved  July  2o,  1866. 

Sao.  13.  That  all  affidavits  required  to  be  made 
nnder  this  act,  or  the  act  of  which  it  is  amendatory, 
may  be  verified  before  any  officer  authorised  to 
administer  oaths  within  the  land  district  where 
the  claims  may  be  situated,  and  all  testimony  and 
proofs  may  be  taken  before  any  snob  officer,  and 
when  duly  certified  by  the  officer  taking  the  same, 

Shall  have  ihe  same  force  and  effect  as  if  taken 
efore  the  register  and  the  receiver  of  the  land 
office.  In  cases  of  contest  as  to  the  mineral  or 
agricukinral  character  of  laad.  ihe  testimony  and 
proofs  may  be  taken  as  herein  provided  on  per- 
sonal notice  of  at  least  ten  days  to  the  opposing 
party;  or  if  said  party  cannot  be  found,  then  by 
publication  of  at  least  once  a  week  for  tliirty  days 
in  a  newspaper,  to  be  designated  by  the  register  of 
the  land  office  as  published  nearest  tu  the  location 
of  such  land  ;  and  the  register  shall  require  proof 
that  such  notice  has  been  given. 

Sko.  U.  That  where  two  or  more  veins  intersect 
or  cross  each  other,  priority  of  title  shall  govern, 
and  such  prior  location  shall  be  entitled  to  all  ore 
or  mineral  contained  within  the  space  of  intersec- 


tion: Providedt  however.  That  the  subsequent  loca- 
tion shall  have  the  right  of  way  through  said  apace 
of  intersection  for  the  purposes  of  the  convenient 
working  of  the  said  mine:  And  provide  aUw,  That 
where  two  or  more  veins  unite,  the  oldest  or  prior 
location  shall  take  the  vein  below  the  point  of 
union,  including  all  the  space  of  intersection. 

Sko.  15.  That  where  non-mineral  land  not  contig- 
uous  to  the  vein  or  lode  is  used  or  occupied  by  the 
proprietor  of  such  voiq  or  lode  for  mining  or  milling 
purposes,  such  non-adjacent  surface  ground  may  be 
embraced  and  included  in  an  application  for  a  pat- 
ent for  such  vein  or  lode,  and  the  same  may  be  pat- 
ented therewith,  suhject  to  the  same  preliminary 
requirements  as  to  survey  and  notice  as  are  applica- 
ble under  this  act  to  veins  or  lodes :  Provided.  That 
no  location  hereafter  made  of  snch  non-adjaceni 
land  shall  exceed  five  acres,  and  payment  for  the 
same  must  be  made  at  the  same  rate  as  fixed  by  this 
aoi  for  the  8uperfl<)les  ot  the  lode.  The  owner  of  a 
quarts-mill  or  red  notion- works,  not  owning  a  mine 
in  oonnection  therewith,  ma}^  also  receive  a  patent 
for  his  mill-site,  as  provided  in  this  section. 

Sic.  16.  That  all  acts  and  parts  of  acts  inconsist- 
ent herewith  are  herebv  repealed :  Provided,  That 
nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 
impair,  in  any  way,  rights  or  interests  in  mining 
property  acquired  under  existing  laws. 

Mr.  STEWART.  There  is  no  titne  this 
morning  for  any  one  to  explain  the  vafious 
details  of  this  bill,  and  I  will  not  attempt  to 
do  it.  It  is  very  important  that  it  shoQld  be 
passed.  With  the  consent  of  the  Senator  who 
reported  the  bill^  I  wish  to  state  that  in  the 
first  instance  miners  legislated  fof^hemseltes. 
Congress  finally  in  1866  passed  a  bill  em- 
bodying many  of  the  principles  of  this  bill, 
and  from  that  time  to  this  the  Land  Office  has 
been  operating  andef  it,  and  fot  the  last  three 
yeats  we  have  been  attempting  to  codify  it  and 
bring  it  into  a  shape  that  will  be  satisfactory  and 
tnore  certain  atid  correct  abnses.  Last  year 
a  bill  was  introdnced  here  and  passed  which 
was  quite  similar  to  this.  A  bill  has  passed 
the  House  which  is  similar  to  the  one  that 
Was  passed  here  last  winter.  Since  its  passage 
by  the  House  the  Delegates  from  the  Terri- 
tories and  those  familiar  with  mining  roles 
have  bad  a  great  many  meetings  orer  this  bill 
in  connection  with  the  Committee  on  Mines 
and  Mining,  and  the  result  is  a  codification, 
which  is  the  best  they  can  do. 

1  beliere  it  will  meet  with  universal  faror. 
It  is  a  tery  important  bill  to  be  passed  to  pre- 
rent  litigation  and  give  certainty  to  nfining 
enterprises.  It  provides  for  a  ?ery  large  dis- 
trict of  country  where  there  are  important 
interests  dependent  upon  it  which  are  now 
in  a  very  uncertain  condition  involving  litiga- 
tion. This  is  the  best  we  can  get  with  all  the 
experience  we  can  bring  to  bear.  It  is  no  one 
man's  work,  but  it  is  the  worlc  of  a  great  many 
men  interested  in  this  business.  1  will  not 
stop  to  debate  it. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  some  amendments  ooght 
to  be  made.  In  line  five  of  section  one  I 
move  to  strike  out  the  words  ''and  purchase," 
after  "exploration.** 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  think  thai  is  merely 
verbal.  That  was  stricken  oat^  and  then  a 
member  of  the  House  thought  it  had  better  be 
inserted.  The  thing  was  discussed.  There  is 
no  change  in  the  meaning,  and  1  woold  not 
amend  it  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  that  . 
there  are  some  amendments  which  I  have  here. 
(  have  no  wish  to  interfere  with  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  bat  I  am  representing  a  eonstituency 
who  are,  in  part  at  least,  very  much  interested 
in  the  subject  of  mining.  It  is  my  duty  to  look 
to  their  interests  in  matters  of  this  sort,  and  I 
cannot  decline  it.  I  am  not  so  particular 
about  this  first  amendment,  though  1  think  the 
words  ought  to  be  out,  but  for  the  present  I 
will  not  press  it. 

In  line  four  of  section  four  I  believe  the 
word  ^^face"  should  be  put  in  place  of  the 
word  **  mouth.'* 

Mr.  STEWART.    That  amendment  is  made. 

Mr.  ALCORN,  it  was  made  by  consent  of 
the  committee  after  the  bill  was  printed. 

Mr.  COLE.  Then  in  that  same  section  I 
call  the  attention  of  the  Committee  on  Mines 
and  Mining  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  limit 
to  a  vein  which  may  be  discovered  by  tunnel- 
ing.    The  veins  in  either  direction  indefinitely 
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would  be  the  property  of  the  discoverer  under 
this  bill 

Mr.  STEWART.  It  sajs  ''to  the  same 
extent  as  if  located  on  the  surface.'' 

Mr.  GASSERLY.  It  says  ''to  the  same 
extent,"  in  the  sixth  line. 

Mr.  COLE.  "As  if  discovered  from  the 
surface."  What  is  the  limit  in  discovery  from 
the  Burfiice? 

Mr.  STEWART.     Fifteen  hundred  feet. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  brings  me  to  remark 
about  a  provision  on  the  second  page  of  the 
bill  in  reference  to  this  fifteen  hundred  feet. 
The  bill  that  was  enacted  in  1866  limited  the 
amount  of  a  vein  which  one  person  might 
claim  to  two  hundred  feet.  The  discoverer 
was  entitled  to  two  hundred  feet  more,  and  if 
it  was  owned  by  a  company  each  member  of 
the  company  could  own  the  amount  of  two 
hundred  feet,  so  that  if  the  company  was  com- 
posed of  half  a  dozen  they  could  claim  twelve 
hundred  feet,  with  two  hundred  additional  feet 
for  the  discoverer. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Right  in  that  connection 
allow  me  to  make  an  explanation  of  the  change 
that  is  made,  because  ii  we  are  to  take  up  these 
little  amendments  we  had  better  dispose  of 
them  as  we^o  along.  In  the  act  of  1866  it  is 
true  the  locator  was  confined  to  two  hundred 
feet,  and  two  hundred  feet  additional  for  the 
discoverer  of  the  lode,  making  four  hundred 
feet.  It  allowed  them  to  unite  in  companies 
until  they  got  three  thousand  feet.  In  prac- 
tical operation  it  is  thought  by  the  Delegates 
generally,  and  that  is  tne  experience,  that 
three  thousand  feet  is  longer  than  can  be  worked 
at  one  place  conveniently,  but  fifteen  hundred 
feet  makes  a  very  reasonable  claim.  The 
practice  under  the  other  law  was  for  them  to 
put  in  fictitious  names  and  buy  them  out,  and 
you  could  not  prevent  them  doing  it.  This 
matter  was  discussed  considerably ;  we  had 
several  meetings  on  this  point,  and  the  com- 
mittee thought  it  was  best  to  let  them  do  di- 
rectly what  was  reasonable,  and  not  have  them 
do  anything  indirectly.  It  is  a  matter  to  which 
I  am  not  especially  wedded,  but  it  was  the 
result  of  three  or  four  meetings  of  all  the  par- 
ties interested  as  to  which  plan  should  be 
adopted,  and  this  was  the  one  which  was 
selected. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  heard  the  Senator's 
explanation,  and  it  is  not  satisfactory  to  me  at 
all,  because  I  know  by  the  rules  of  miners 
claiming  the  mines  upon  these  ledges  for  a 
long  time  two  hundred  feet  was  the  limit  to 
which  they  restricted  each  other,  and  to  allow 
persons  now  to  obtain  title,  each  individual  to 
fifteen  hundred  feet  upon  a  lode,  is  certainly  a 
very  great  leap  forward.  It  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, too  much  of  an  extension.  I  will  add 
here  that  the  original  bill  of  1866  restricted 
even  a  company,  no  matter  of  how  many  it 
might  be  composed,  to  three  thousand  feet. 

Mr.  STEWART.  This  restricts  them  to 
fifteen  hundred. 

Mr.  COLE.  No,  sir;  each  individual  may 
have  fifteen  hundred  feet. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Either  a  company  or  an 
individual. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  language  is,  "a  mining 
claim  located  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
whethc^r  located  by  one  or  more  persons,  may 
equal,  but  shall  not  exceed,  fifteen  hundred 
feet  in  length  along  the  vein  or  lode,"  and 
any  number  may  afterward  combine. 

Mr.  STEWART.  No  matter  how  many  put 
in  a  claim,  it  is  not  to  exceed  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
from  California  move  to  amend  at  this  point? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  was  going  to  move  to  restrict 
it,  to  make  it  plain  on  the  point  to  which  I 
referred,  the  fifteen  hundred  feet. 

Mr.  STEWART.     That  is  plain  enough. 

Mr.  COLE.  But  you  allow  every  individual 
to  take  up  a  claim  of  fifteen  hundred  feet. 

ORDKK  0¥  BUSlNiCSS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  Senator  will 


please  suspend  his  remarks.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  deficiency  appro- 
priation bill  IS  now  before  the  Senate  ;  but  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  remind  the  Senate 
that  to-day  at  one  o'clock  was  set  apart  for 
the  consiaeration  of  bills  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
Chair  will  recognize  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee in  order  to  enable  him  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  as  to  what  they  desire  to  go  on 
with  to-day. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  wish  to  say  to  the 
Senate  that  the  various  railroad  companies 
have  made  matters  so  lively  for  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia  that  they  have  not 
been  able  to  get  q^uite  ready  all  the  business 
they  wanted  to  bring  forward  on  the  day  set 
apart  for  them,  and  therefore  I  have  made  an 
arrangement  witti  the  parties  having  in  charge 
the  Australian  steamship  bill  who  have  had 
Thursday  net  apart  for  their  use,  to  make  an 
exchange  with  me,  giving  me  Thursday  and 
they  taKing  to  day.  I  suppose  that  will  be 
done  perhaps  by  general  consent,  as  both  days 
have  been  set  apart.  V^  are  not  quite  ready 
to  go  on  to-day,  and  should  be  glad  to  have 
that  change  made  for  our  accommodation. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Today  was  set 
apart  for  the  consideration  of  bills  reported 
ffom  the  Committee  on  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  Thursday  for  the  consideration  of  the 
Australian  steamship  bill.  The  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  now  asks  that  these  assign- 
ments may  be  changed  for  the  reason  he  has 
stated.     Is  there  objection  to  that  proposition  ? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  did  not 
hear  the  object  of  the  change.  I  should  like 
to  know  whv. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  It  is  simply  this:  some 
matters  we  did  notanticipate  have  been  thrown 
before  the  District  Committee.  The  railroad 
companies  have  made  it  so  lively  for  us  for  the 
last  three  or  four  mornings  that  we  have  not 
been  able  to  prepare  all  the  bills  which  we 
supposed  we  could  report  and  have  acted  upon 
to-day.  In  a  word,  we  are  not  ready,  and  we 
made  an  arrangement  with  the  gentleman  who 
has  in  charge  the  Australian  steamship  bill 
that  he  should  have  to-day  and  let  us  have 
Thursday.  That  is  all  there  is  to  it — a  simple 
exchange  of  days. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  Is  there 
any  probability  of  the  District  Committee 
being  ready  on  Thursday? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  We  shaU  be  ready  on 
Thursday. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  that  change  will  be  made.  The 
Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  it  is  made.  The 
deficiency  bill  is  before  ikt  Senate,  but  to  day 
is  now  assigned  for  the  Australian  steamship 
bill,  and  the  Chair  will  recognize  the  Senator 
having  that  bill  in  charge  to  test  the  sense  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  move  to  postpone  the 
present  and  all  prior  orders  and  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Australian  steamship 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  will  require 
to  have  the  deficiency  bill  either  informally 
passed  over  or  laid  on  the  table  ;  and  the  Chair 
is  reminded  that  the  Senator  from  Kentucky, 
who  had  an  amendment  pending  last  evening. 
[Mr.  Stevenson,]  is  now  sick  at  his  room,  ana 
the  other  Senator  from  Kentucky  is  sick  at  his 
home.  An  amendment  relating  to  a  Kentucky 
claim  was  pending  on  the  deficiency  bill  last 
evening.  The  Senator  from  West  Virginia 
[Mr.  Davis]  is  more  conversatit  with  the  con- 
dition of  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  than  the 
Chair. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky 
has  sent  the  same  word  to  me,  and  I  feel 
bound  therefore  not  to  call  up  the  deficiency 
bill,  he  being  absent,  aud  being  a  member  of 
the  committee  also. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  propose,  then,  that  we 
go  on  with  the  Australian  bill.  I  have  not  the 
bill  in   charge,  bat  I  helped   to   report  the 


bill  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  last  year  and  this  jear.  Tht 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Approprialio&s 
properljT  has  it  in  charee ;  but  as  he  has  tc^ 
appropriation  bills  to  take  care  of,  I  consem«:d 
to  call  up  the  Australian  bill,  which  has  been 
postponed  from  time  to  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  un- 
derstands there  is  no  objection  to  laying  tae 
deficiency  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  There  is  objection.  I 
wish  to  inquire  if  the  chairman  ot  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations  is  going  to  lay  ai4e 
an  appropriation  bill  to  take  up  a  subside 
bill  on  a  day  not  assigned  for  it?  It  seems  to 
me  quite  enough  to  lay  aside  appropriatit<a 
bills  for  bills  that  are  regularly  assigned  f.-r 
days ;  but  here  is  a  bill  that  does  not  bei«'D^ 
to  this  day. 

Mr.  COLE.  If  the  Senator  from  Rbcde 
Island  will  hear  me  a  moment,  I  will  repeit 
what  I  said  awhile  ago.  The  pending  ques- 
tion on  the  appropriation  bill  relates  to  a  m^- 
ter  in  which  Kentucky  is  particularly  inter- 
ested. The  Senator  from  that  Slate,  the  oitly 
one  now  occupying  a  seat  here,  sends  wori 
that  he  is  sick  and  confined  lo  his  house  ucd^r 
the  care  of  a  doctor,  and  he  is  very  anxious 
that  I  shall  not  proceed  with  that  bill  until  b« 
can  be  present. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  It  is  not  my  businej^  to 
take  care  of  the  appropriation  bills.  I  do  Q>jt 
know  that  it  is  anybody's. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  ander- 
stands  that  the  appropriation  bill  is  laid  on  ihe 
table.  No  objection  being  made,  and  this  d^y 
having  been  assigned  by  the  order  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  Australian  steamship  bill,'that  bill 
is  now  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Is  the  steamship  bill 
now  up? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  is  now  up. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Then  I  move  to  lav  it 
on  the  table  until  we  can  finish  this  mining 
bill,  or  rather  I  will  ask  that  it  be  laid  aside 
informally  for  that  purpose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Nevada  asks  that  the  regular  order  be  inform- 
ally passed  over  for  the  purpose  of  continu- 
ing the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  1U16, 
to  promote  the  development  of  the  mining 
resources  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  How  long  will  that  biU 
require  ? 

Mr.  STEWART.     Five  or  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  steamship  bill  being  laid  aside  informally 
subject  to  be  called  up  at  any  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  sub- 
ject to  be  called  up  at  any  time  on  the  demand 
of  any  Senator  if  the  mining  bill  should  give 
rise  to  a  prolonged  debate. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  wish  to 
understand  the  condition  of  the  appropriatiua 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  on  the  tab k 
and  will  remain  there  until  called  up  by  a  vote 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  hope  is 
will  not  be  called  up  until  one  of  the  Senators 
from  Kentucky  is  present. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  has  been  laid 
on  the  table  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  and  it  will  require 
a  formal  vote  to  take  it  up. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND    UBFBRRBD. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  FENTON,  it 

Ordered^  That  the  papers  on  the  files  of  the  Senate 
in  the  matter  relating  to  the  Norton  post-mark ivf 
and  postaffe-cancelmir  machine  be  referred  to  tht 
Committee  on  Post  Offioes  and  Post  Roads. 

PRINTING  OF  AMBXDMBNTS. 

Mr.  CORBETT  submitted  an  aroendmrat 
intended  to  be  proposed  to  the  bill  (S.  Na 
383)  extending  the  time  for  the  selection  cf 
8wam]^  and  overflowed  lands  in  Oregon  under 
act  ot  Congress  approved  March  12,  166U; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CORBETT.    I  also  submit  an  amend- 
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ment  to  be  proposed  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2116)  to  ameud  an  act  entitled  **An  act  to 
provide  for  the  better  secority  of  life  on  board 
of  vessels  propelled  in  whole  or  in  part  by 
steam,  and  for  other  purposes,''  approved 
Febraary  28,  1871,  which  I  move  to  have 
printed  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. I  am  requested  to  offer  this  amend- 
ment. I  know  nothing  about  it  myBel£ 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DKVKLOPMKNT  OF  MININU. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Australian 
steamship  bill  being  before  the  Senate,  it  is 
informally  passed  over,  and  the  Senate,  by 
unanimous  consent,  resumes  the  considera 
tion  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1016]  to  promote 
the  development  of  the  mining  resources  of 
the  United  States,  reported  by  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  this  morning,  upon  which  the 
Senator  from  California  [Mr.  Cole]  is  enti- 
tled to  the  floor. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  to  move  some. amend 
meuts  on  the  fourth  page  of  the  bill.  I  will 
sioiply  state  them  without  detaining  the  Sen- 
ate by  any  argument  upon  them.  On  page  4, 
section  five,  line  thirteen,  after  the  words  ^'  on 
each,"  I  move  to  insert  the  words  'Mode  or 
placer;  "  so  that  it  will  read,  '*  on  each  lode 
or  placer  claim  located  afler  the  passage  of 
this  act."  I  will  state  the  several  amendments 
in  their  order,  and  probably  they  can  all  be 
acted  on  together,  inasmucli  as  they  are  neces- 
sary to  make  the  bill  harmonious. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  COLE.  Before  the  Senator  interrupts 
me  I  wish  to  offer  the  amendments  that  I 
desire  to  propose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  not  interrupt  the 
Senator,  but  I  was  going  to  state  the  objection 
to  the  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  desires  that  the  question  shall 
be  taken  on  the  amendments  together  after 
they  have  been  stated  by  him.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  will  then  be  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  COLE.  In  the  next  line,  I  move  to 
strike  out  the  words  **  and  until  a  patent 
shall  have  been  issued  therefor."  Then  in 
the  nineteenth  line  following,  after  the  word 
*'made,"  I  move  to  insert  the  words  '*  each 
year."  In  line  twenty,  I  propose  to  strike  out 
the  words  '*  until  a  patent  shall  have  been 
issued  therefor"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  of  them 
the  words  **or  for  each  placer  claim  of  twenty 
acres."  Then  that  portion  of  the  section  will 
read  as  follows : 

On  enoh  lode  or  placer  claim  located  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  not  less  than  $100  worth  of  labor 
shall  be  performed  or  improvemeots  made  during 
each  year.  On  all  claims  located  prior  to  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  ten  dollars'  worth  of  labor  shall  be 
performed  or  improvements  made  each  year  for  each 
one  hundred  feet  in  length  along  the  vein  or  for 
each  placer  claim  of  twenty  acres;  but  where  such 
claims  are  held  in  common  such  expenditure  may 
be  made  upon  any  one  claim ;  and  upon  a  failure  to 
comply  with  these  conditions,  the  claim  or  mine 
upon  which  such  failure  occurred  shall  be  open  to 
relocation  in  the  same  manner  as  if  no  location  of 
the  same  had  ever  been  made. 

Then  I  propose  to  add  the  words  '*  or  patent 
insued."     My  object  is  to  insure  good  faith  in 
the  working  of  the  mines,  to  prevent  their 
being  held  by  owners  an  indefinite  length  of 
time  without  working  them  to  the  exclusion 
of  the  miners  of  the  neighborhood.     This  is 
Mn  attempt  to  return  to  the  Spanish  law  on  the 
flubject  ot  mining  to  some  degree.  The  Spanish 
law  on  the  subject  of  mining  which  prevailed 
in  Mexico  and  other  Spanish- American  States, 
i  u  my  judgment,  was  rather  the  wisest  law  that 
Lias  ever  been  adopted  in  reference  to  the  sys- 
tems of  mining  upon  this  continent.     They 
^rant  titles,  but  subject  to  what  they  term  de- 
nouncement of  the  title  or  defeasance  of  the 
t.itle  upon  a  failure  to  work  the  mine  after  a 
certain  time.     The  danger  we  are  under  in 
this  country,  where  we  have  the  richest  mines 
that  can  be  found  in  the  world  perhaps,  is  that 


they  may. be  purchased  up  at  these  Govern- 
ment rates  in  large  tracts  or  quantities  and 
held  as  they  will  be  and  are  now  by  foreign 
capitalists,  by  non-residents  of  the  country. 
This  calamity  we  do  not  wish  to  see  inflicted 
upon  the  mines  and  mining  lands  of  this  coun- 
try. We  wish  to  avoid  that  very  thing,  and 
require  the  miner  to  use  some  little  diligence 
and  exertion  in  the  working  of  his  mine  or 
the  mine-owner  to  expend  some  industry  or 
capital  upon  it,  or  else  leave  it  subject  to  a 
beneficial  use  bv  some  other  party. 

Now,  I  would  state  distinctly  what  my  ob- 
ject is  in  this  amendment,  and  I  think  it  will 
commend  itself  to  the  Senate ;  I  hope  it  will 
commend  itself  to  the  Committee  on  Mines 
and  Mining.  It  is  a  proposition,  it  seems  to 
me,  that  ought  to  be  adopted  ;  and  I  will  state 
here  that  we  have  passed  laws  now  two  or 
three  times  in  reference  to  mining.  In  1866 
quite  an  elaborate  law  was  passed  upon  this 
subject,  giving  title  to  lode  mines  and  mines 
in  veins;  and  in  1870  we  passed  what  was 
termed  an  amendment  to  that  law.  No  longer 
ago  than  1870  we  passed  something  like  a 
half  dozen  or  more  long  sections  on  the  same 
subject,  providing  for  the  sale  of  placer  mines, 
mines  in  which  tne  gold  has  mingled  with  the 
earth ;  and  that  law  has  been  in  force  now  a 
year  or  two,  but  it  is  decidedly  objectionable 
in  some  of  its  features.  Some  of  the  Senators 
may  remember  that  I  opposed  the  provision 
by  which  any  one  person  could  take  up  under 
that  law  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  these 
placer  mines,  which  might  be  worth  thousands 
of  dollars  per  acre,  and  perhaps  millions.  The 
bill  was  BO  amended  in  conference  committee, 
after  the  adoption  of  my  amendment  in  the 
Senate  limiting  it  to  twenty  or  forty  acres,  as 
to  allow  upon  claims  thereafter  located  the 
taking  up  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres; 
but  upon  a  provision  to  apply  to  mines  which 
were  claimed  prior  to  the  passage  of  that  law 
there  was  no  limit.  The  effect  is  that  persons 
under  that  law  have  taken  up  large  tracts  of 
land  in  their  own  right  and  have  obtained 
title,  sometimes  to  the  extent  of  a  thousand 
acres  and  upward  to  an  individual  or  a  firm 
composed  of  two  or  three  persons.  This  is 
certainly  a  use  that  was  not  intended  for  the 
mining  lands.  It  is  not  in  accordance  with 
the  wishes  of  those  who  are  prospecting  those 
lands.  These  large  tracts,  after  being  so 
taken  up,  are  very  apt  to  fall  into  the  owner- 
ship of  foreigners,  non-residents  of  the  coun- 
try, and  are  held  by  them,  and  there  is  no 
compulsion  upon  them  to  work  the  mines; 
but  the  honest  and  poor  •  miners  of  my  own 
State,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  refer  to  them, 
are  excluded  from  these  large  tracts  of  rich 
mineral  ground,  precluded  from  setting  their 
foot  upon  them  or  putting  their  spade  into  the 
soil.  I  was  toid|  when  in  California  last  year, 
and  traveled  through  the  mining  regions,  that 
large  sections  were  so  taken  up  in  Tuolumne 
county,  Calaveras  county,  and  Nevada  county. 
In  Placer  county  two  large  tracts  were  taken 
up  in  this  way  and  held  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
miners  absolutely,  and  they  may  be  so  held  as 
long  as  those  persons,  non-resident  capitalists 
living  abroad,  choose  to  retain  their  ownership 
in  these  lands.  This  is  a  thing  I  wish  to  re- 
move. I  believe  I  have  made  it  plain  enough, 
so  that  I  need  not  argue  it  further. 

Mr.  STEWART.  We  are  not  jpassing  a 
code  for  the  placer  mines  now.  There  was 
an  act  passed  in  1870  for  the  placer  mines.  I 
think  it  a  very  good  law.  I  have  not  heard 
any  complaint  about  it.  There  are  no  placer 
mines  in  my  State  particularly ;  and  I  have 
not  made  perhaps  a  full  examination  into  that 
subject  That,  however,  is  not  now  under  con- 
sideration.    This  applies  to  veins  and  lodes. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon ;  it 
applies  to  placer  mines.  Absolutely  a  large 
part  of  the  provisions  relate  to  that,  though 
the  part  the  Senator  may  have  noticed  partic- 
ularly may  not  relate  to  that;  but  this  bill 
does  legislate  for  placer  mines. 


Mr.  STEWART.  As  far  as  the  machinery 
for  getting  the  patent  is  concerned,  it  requires 
them  both  to  go  through  the  same  process ; 
but  as  to  the  claim,  extent  of  claim,  and  so 
on,  that  is  all  provided  for  in  the  other  act. 

Now,  as  to  the  amendments  the  Senator  pro- 
poses, I  do  not  think  they  are  near  as  good 
as  the  provision  of  the  bill.  The  bill  pro- 
vides the  amount  of  work  that  shall  be  done 
upon  the  claim  until  it  is  patented.  It  re- 
quires $100worth  of  work  on  claims  hereafter 
located,  because  a  claim  hereafter  located  is 
fifteen  hundred  feet  On  claims  located  here- 
tofore it  requires  ten  dollars'  worth  of  work 
per  annum  for  each  one  hundred  feet,  which 
would  be  about  reasonable.  .  There  are  a  great 
many  claims  in  the  older  districts  where  they 
made  the  experiment  of  working  and  failed 
years  ago  that  cannot  be  worked  now  for  the 
fear  that  some  old  claimant  will  come  up. 
The  supreme  court  of  California  and  the 
supreme  court  of  Nevada  have  so  far  ruled 
against  the  possibility  of  forfeiture  or  aban- 
donment that  a  title  twenty  years  old  on  which 
no  work  has  been  done  is  still  a  cloud,  and  in 
the  districts  that  have  been  abandoned  for 
years  everybody  is  afraid  to  go  to  work  on  old 
claims.  The  object  in  requiring  a  little  work 
to  be  done  was  to  make  these  miners  show 
their  good  faith  by  doing  something  and  re- 
quiring them  to  keep  them  up  until  the  pat- 
ent so  issued ;  but  requiring  work  to  be  done 
after  the  patent  has  been  issued  would  destroy 
all  the  virtue  of  your  patent.  The  object  of 
the  patent  is  .to  give  title ;  it  cuts  off  all  un- 
certain title ;  if  the  person  wants  to  improve  a 
claim  he  can  go  and  buy  it,  and  it  becomes 
private  property,  and  it  is  certainly  the  best 
policy  to  have  any  kind  of  property  improved 
that  it  shall  become  private  property.  Men 
think  more  of  a  patented  claim  than  they  do 
of  one  that  is  not  patented.  They  will  spend 
millions  in  prospecting  a  patented  claim  where 
they  will  not  spend  hundreds  of  dollars  to 
prospect  a  claim  where  the  title  is  uncertain 
and  liable  to  be  disturbed  by  somebody  out- 
side. A  patent  title  is  the  best  for  mining 
operations. 

Now,  for  the  want  of  a  more  definite  rule 
the  whole  region  is  in  litigation.  Every  man 
who  goes  from  here  West  to  locate  a  claim 
finds  so  much  local  legislation  which  is  un- 
certain that  he  is  discouraged ;  he  finds  the 
neighborhood  all  in  litigation.  To  remedy 
these  evils  and  trample  on  nobody's  rights, 
this  bill  has  been  prepared  with  great  care  and 
labor.  It  has  required  a  great  deal  of  study, 
and  I  believe  this  bill  is  in  a  better sh^pe  than 
we  shall  get  it  by  attempting  to  amend  it  here. 
I  would  have  been  very  glad  of  the  help  of  the 
Senator  from  Clklifornia.  I  have  mentioned 
this  bill  to  him  frequently.  If  he  had  referred 
his  amendments  to  the  Committee  on  Mines 
and  Mining  where  we  could  have  considered 
and  have  had  a  fair  discussion  on  them  when 
there  was  time  to  look  into  them,  I  would 
have  been  glad. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  my  friend  does  not 
take  me.  to  task  for  that,  because  the  bill  has 
been  reported  very  lately,  and  I  have  lost  no 
time  in  considering  it.  It  was  only  yesterday 
morning  or  the  day  before  that  I  saw  it  in  print. 

Mr.  STEWART.  When  the  bill  first  came 
from  the  Honse  I  asked  the  Senator  to  look 
at  it. 

Mr.  COLE.     This  is  a  different  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  This  bill  is  being  pro- 
ceeded with  by  unanimous  consent.  It  we 
can  have  a  vote,  I  have  no  objection  to  ita 
further  consideration. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  propose  to 
occupy  time. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  Having  had  the  honor  to 
report  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  I 
deem  it  proper  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  it. 

I  represent  a  State,  and  I  believe  the  only 
one  in  the  Union,  that  has  no  mines  or  min- 
ing. We  have  no  minerals.  I  represent  a 
people  who  are    without   knowledge  of  the 
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practical  workings  of  mines.  It  was,  perhaps, 
isecause  of  the  fkct  that  I  knew  nothing  in  the 
world  about  mining  that  I  was  complimented 
by  being  assigned  to  a  place  on  the  Mining 
Com  mi  tree,  upon  the  principle  that  as  I  knew 
nothing  about  it,  it  was  time  for  me  to  begin 
and  learn  something  on  that  subject.  I  have 
sought  to  improve  the  opportunity  as  well  as 
I  could  in  the  examination  of  the  bill  now 
before  the  Senate. 

The  bill  htM  been  considered  by  the  com- 
mittee with  great  carO)  each  section  of  the 
bill  hue  beeti  discussed,  and  the  result  is  that 
the  report  embodies  the  intelligence  brought 
to  the  committee  by  Tarious  persons  who  ap- 
peared before  It  in  the  interests  of  the  minine 
districts.  For  myself,  l  have  been  contented 
with  looking  to  the  legal  questions  involved  in 
the  virions  provisions  that  are  by  this  bill 
sought  to  be  enforced.  As  to  its  practical 
working,  I  will  only  say  that  it  is  in  conformity 
with  what  seems  to  be  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Government  with  regard  to  mining.  The  bill 
addresses  itself  to  my  judgment,  atler  the  dis- 
cussions before  the  committee,  as  one  proper 
to  be  passed.  It  was  very  apparent  to  the  com- 
raittee  that  legislation  upon  this  subject  is  a 
demand,  an  absolute  necessity  to  the  mining 
interest — >an  interest  that  involves  the  welfare 
of  the  whole  country.  In  truth,  the  principles 
of  obtaining  mining  titles  should  be  settled 
and  fixed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  is  what  the  bill  proposes  to  do. 

So  far  as  I  am  concerned  1  am  prepared  to 
hear  any  suggestions  in  regard  to  amendments 
to  this  bill,  and  am  prepared  to  consider  them 
without  the  slightest  feeling  of  favoritism  for 
the  measure  now  before  the  Senate,  and  I 
upon  my  part  invite  the  consideration,  the  in- 
vestigation,  the  scrutiny  of  the  Senators  who 
know  so  much  more  about  mining  than  I  do 
to  consider  the  various  provisions  of  this  bill, 
and  ascertain  whether  there  is  anything  in  it 
that  is  improper  to  become  the  law  of  the 
United  States. 

i  wished  simply  to  express  the  fact  to  the 
Senate  that  i  am  ignorant  of  mines  and 
mining,  that  I  have  never  seen  a  gold  mine  in 
fny  life,  that  I  have  never  seen  a  placer  or  a 
lode.  1  have  never  seen  anything  in  that  line 
above  a  coal  mine,  and  I  am  placed  in  the 
attitude  of  reporting  this  important  bill — for 
I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  fact 
that  this  is  a  most  important  bill — and  one  that 
deserves  the  consideration  of  the  Senate  and 
the  judgment  of  the  Senate,  it  should  be 
carefully  considered,  and  the  judgment  of  the 
Senate  jshould  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  vari 
ous  provisions  of  the  bill  now  under  consid- 
eration. Having  said  this  much,  i  conceive 
that  I  have  discharged  the  duty  that  I  owe 
to  this  bill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Senator  from  California,  it  seems 
to  me,  ought  not  to  prevail.  I  do  not  know 
what  authority  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  has  to  say  that  a  man  who  has  already 
obtained  a  patent  for  a  piece  of  land  shall  per- 
form a  certain  amount  of  work  npon  that  land 
or  else  lose  his  title. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Senator  certainly  mis- 
understands me.  i  did  not  intend  it  should 
be  retroactive,  but  only  to  apply  to  the  future. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     That  id  the  provision 

of  the  bill,  if  1  understand  it.     The  provision 

of  the  bill,  as  it  reads,  is : 

On  all  claims  located  prior  to  the  pusage  of  this 
act,  ten  dollars'  worth  of  labor  shall  be  performed 
or  improvements  made  for  each  one  hundred  feet  in 
length  alontr  the  vein  until  a  patent  shall  have  been 
issued  therefor. 

Now  the  Senator  from  California  proposes 
to  strike  out  the  words  *^ until  a  patent  shall 
have  been  issued  therefor." 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  think  my  proposition 
would  be  retroactive  at  all.  I  did  not  intend 
it  should  be,  but  would  only  apply  to  future 
patents. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  This  applies  to  claims 
located  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 


Mr.  COLE.  A  claim  may  be  located  fttid 
not  patented. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  why  Strike  out 
the  words  '*  until  a  patent  shall  have  been 
issued  therefor?" 

Mr.  COLE.  Then  after  it  wa«  patented^ 
the  title  would  be  no  longer  subject  to  denounce* 
ment,  no  longer  subject  to  forfeiture  in  case 
of  failure  to  utilize. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
ought  not  to  be.  I  think  it  would  be  improper 
to  adopt  such  a  provision.  I  quite  agree  with 
the  Senator  from  Mississippi  that  this  is  a  bill 
of  the  very  highest  importance }  it  is  to  govern 
all  the  mining  interests  of  the  country  which 
relate  to  quartz  mines — everything  except  the 
placer  mining,  as  I  understand,  and  it  adopts 
as  law  the  regulations  which  the  miners  may 
make,  which  may  be  as  various  as  the  mines. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Allow  me  to  say  that 
the  old  law  adopts  them.  One  of  the  difficul- 
ties is  that  they  have  legislated  too  exten- 
sively since  the  adoption  of  that  law.  This 
curtails  their  power  of  legislation,  cuts  it 
down  to  a  very  small  extent,  takes  away  most 
of  it,  takes  away  anything  that  can  be  preju- 
dicial, and  prescribes  the  rule  so  that  their 
legislation  cannot  interfere  with  it.  That  is 
the  main  object  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     The  provision  is  this: 

That  the  miners  of  each  mining  district  may  make 
rules  and  regrulations  not  in  conflict  with  the  laws 
of  the  Ifnited  States,  or  with  the  laws  of  the  State 
or  Territory  in  which  the  district  is  situated,  gov- 
erning the  location,  manner  of  recording,  amount 
of  work  necessary  to  hold  possessloa  of  a  mining 
claim,  Sco, 

Mr.  STEWART.     Read  on. 

Mr.  TR  U  M  B  ULL.     It  continues : 

Subject  to  the  following  reciuirements  :  the  loM- 
tion  must  be  distinctly  marked  on  the  ground,  so 
that  its  boundaries  can  be  readily  traced. 

That  is  the  requirement. 

Mr.  STEWART.     One  of  them. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     And— 

All  records  of  mining  claims  hereafter  made  shall 
contain  the  name  or  names  of  the  locators,  the  date 
of  the  location,  and  such  a  description  of  the  claim 
or  claims  located  h%  reference  to  some  natural  ob- 
ject or  permanent  monument  as  will  identify  the 
claim. 

Mr.  STEWART.  They  have  those  powers 
now,  and  this  is  a  limitation  upon  them  rather 
than  anything  else. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  this  bill,  because  I  confess  I  do  not 
understand  its  practical  workings.  I  merely 
rose  to  call  attention  to  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  California,  which  it  seemed  to 
me  ought  not  to  prevail  in  the  shape  in  which 
he  made  it. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  what  particular  passage 
of  the  bill  he  wad  criticising  in  the  colloquy 
between  himself  and  the  Senator  from  l^evada. 
I  could  not  hear  either  of  them  distlootly 
enough  to  ascertain. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator's  Colleague 
moved  to  strike  out  in  the  twentieth  line  of 
the  fifth  section  the  words  **  until  a  patent 
shall  have  been  issued  therefor." 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  not  particular  about 
that. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  occurred  to  me  if 
these  lines  were  stricken  out  the  bill  would 
then  provide  for  forfeiting  the  rights  of  a  pat- 
entee for  not  working  the  ground  to  a  certain 
extent  each ;  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  the 
authority  of  Congress  to  do  that  might  be  very 
questionable,  even .  if  it  was  a  proper  thing 
to  do. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  would  like  to  inquire  of 
the  Senator  from  Nevada  whether  the  terms 
of  this  bill  apply  to  iron  or  coal,  or  to  any 
mines  other  than  those  of  the  precious  metals. 

Mr.  STEWART.  1  think  not.  If  it  did, 
however,  it  would  be  no  objection  to  it,  be- 
cause if  anybody  can  buy,  nobody  will  abuse 
it  in  that  respect.  If  anybody  wants  to  buy 
an  iron  mine  that  number  of  feet  nobody  can 
object. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Doet  the  Sen*- 
tor  from  Califbrnia  modify  his  amendment  to 
leave  out  the  words  about  patents  in  the  twen- 
tieth line? 

Mr.  COL£t.   I  am  not  partictilar  abont  tkaL 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia as  modified. 

The  Amendment,  aa  modified,  iras  rejected. 

Mr.  COLE.  On  the  next  page,  in  the  thir- 
tieth line,  after  the  words  "  peraoaal  noiic«." 
I  move  to  insert  *^  in  writing." 

Mr.  STEWART.  There  is  no  objecUoo  to 
that. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.  And  ih  line  thirty- six,  after  the 
Words  **  such  notice,"  insert  *^  in  writing  or  by 
publication." 

Mr.  STEWART.  There  is  no  objecUoa  to 
that. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  GOLE.  On  page  10  I  move  to  stnke 
out  the  Word  '*  required,"  in  line  ten,  and  all 
down  to  the  end  of  the  section,  and  insert 
what  I  send  to  the  Chair. 

The  CfiiEF  CLERK.  It  is  proposed  to  strike 
but  the  words  "and  joint  entries  shall  be 
allowed  for  contiguous  claioss  as  provided  io 
said  Sctj"  and  to  insert  in  lien  thereof  th« 
following : 

And  all  plocdr  minine  elaims-  shall  oonfono  « 
n^ar  as  t>raetioable  with  the  United  States  iystes 
of  public  land  surveys  and  the  rectanirni&r  sabdt- 
visions  of  suoh  surveys;  and  no  niach  loe»ti<)D  $^^\ 
inoludo  more  than  twenty  acres  for  eaeh  indiriiioAl 
olaimant. 

Mr.  STEWART.     I  should  like  to  have  the 
attention  of  both  the  Senators  from  California. 
This  point  has  been  discussed,  and  the  mem- 
bers of  th6  douse  who  represent  the  di^tncts 
concerned,  the  former  members  and  the  pres- 
ent members,  had  this  put  in   for  a  reason 
which  I  will  state.    In  working  out  one  of  these 
hill  veins  where  they  have  worked  oat  the  rich 
placers  they  turn  a  stream  on  it,  and  there  is 
S  combination  working  it.     They  have  their 
claims^  bttt  they  finally  have  to  combine  to 
Work.     They  put  their  claims  together,  and  it 
Would  allow  them  where  they  hold  under  the 
mining  law  to  come  together  and  get  a  patent 
for  the  whole  rather  than  get  separate  patents. 
They  wer^  very  sfruch  in  favor  of  that  at  the 
tithe.     I  do  not  know  that  that  will  be  liable 
to  be  ftbnsed.    If  they  have  possession  accord- 
ing to  the  mining  rules  and  combine  for  the 
ptirpods  of  using  the  water  of  a  river,  I  see  so 
orbjection  <nys«lf  to  their  getting  their  patents 
together. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  point  out  the  objectioa 
I  httfe  to  these  words  which  I  propose  to  strike 
out,  namely,  ''joint  entries  shall  be  allowed  for 
eootiguous  olaims  as  provided  in  said  act" 
Joint  entries  to  any  e&tent ;  it  is  anlimited. 
The  Senator  does  not  intend  that. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Suppose  yon  stnke  that 
Ottt  Atrd  not  put  anything  else  in? 

Mr.  COLE.  They  ought  to  oonform  to  the 
United  States  surveys. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  agr^  to  tbe 
provision  about  twenty  acres.  I  tkink  some 
of  the  claims  are  more  than  twenty  acres  of 
land.    You  do  not  want  to  interfere  with  them. 

Mr.  COLE.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Then  say  <«  hereafter 
located."  Let  ths  restriction  as  to  quantity 
apply  hereaflef. 

iit.  COLE.    It  does  as  amended. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
will  be  reported  as  amended. 

The  Cnifir  Clerk.  It  is  proposed  to  strike 
out  in  lines  ten  and  eleven  of  section  ten  tbe 
words  ''and  joint  entries^ shall  be  allowed  far 
contiguous  claims  as  provided  in  said  act." 
and  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert : 

And  all  placer  mining  claims  hereafter  located 
shall  conform  as  near  as  practicable  to  the  Uni*«>l 
States  ssrstem  of  public  land  saryeys,  mkI  the  rw* 
tangular  subdivisiooi  of  such  survey*,  and  no  su^ 
location  shall  include  more  than  tweaty  mem  f^r 
each  Individual  claim. 
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Mr.  STEWART.     I  have  no  objection. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  bill 
vill  continue:  **  but  where  said  claims  cannot 
}e  conformed  to,  the  legal  subdivlsionst  sur* 
7ey  and  plat  ahall  be  made  as  on  unsurveyed 
ands,"  £c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  CASSERLY.     I  offer  the  follqwing 

imeudment,  to  come  in  at  the  eq4  of  sectipn 

>ne: 

AQd  all  moneys  receiTed  by  the  United  Stages 
Vom  tbo  sales  of  mineral  lands  shall  be  set  apart 
>y  tbo  Sooretary  of  the  Treasury  as  a  separate  fiind, 
o  be  known  as  the  mineral  lands  f and,  to  be  appro- 
)riated  in  developing  and  fostering  the  mminf 
nteroets  which  Congress  shall  hereaflejr  direct. 

I  believe  that  is  acceptable  to  the  members 
)f  the  committee  who  are  present. 

Mr.  POMEHO  Y.  That  is  introducing  a  new 
hing  into  a  bill  of  this  kind.  U  is  introdao- 
ng  a  system  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  qf 
nineral  lands  shall  be  devoted  to  ^  specific 
)bject.  I  have  no  objection  if  the  Senator 
vill  amend  his  amendment  so  as  to  say  that 
he  money  shall  be  appropriated  as  Cpparess 
nay  hereafter  direct  The  Senator  from  Yef' 
nont  [Mr.  Morrill]  has  a  bill  pending  here 
vhich  will  be  called  up  in  a  few  days  giving 
be  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  for  eoncationai 
>urposes.  1  am  willing  that  the  proceeds  of 
nineral  lands  shall  be  appropriated  as  Con- 
gress may  direct,  but  not  be  appropriated  iu 
,bis  bill  tor  any  specific  object. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  whole  subject  is  under 
;he  control  of  Congress.  I  have  ascertained  that 
be  amount  thus  far  received  from  the  sonrce 
ndicatedt  tl^at  is,  the  s^le  of  mineral  lands, 
8  by  no  means  large.  I  wish  it  were  larger, 
[t  is  in  the  neighborhood  of  $50,000,  Tb? 
)bject  of  the  amendment,  of  oonrse,  is  directed 
o  the  fostering  and  developing  of  the  opining 
nterests  of  the  country.  Tb<^t  is  a  ?epy  great 
uterest.  No  man  who  has  not  taken  the 
rouble  to  ascertain  something  with-  rogard  to 
be  mineral  deposits  that  lie  to  A  fabulous 
^xtent  and  value  between  the  Mississippi  river 
ind  the  Sierra  Nevada  can  form  even  a  faint 
conception  of  the  importance  of  that  interest. 
The  new  ore  which  baa  been  discovered  in 
(uch  immense  beds  there,  whioh  is  known  as 
i  base  ore,  which  contains  silver  in  great 
quantities  and  gold  also,  though  in  lesser  quan- 
ities,  is  difficult  of  reduction.  A  source  of 
vealth,  such  as  would  tax  the  credulity  of 
he  most  credulous,  lies  there  waiting  for  some 
levelopment  with  the  aid  of  the  fo8terin|^  hand 
>f  the  General  Government,  so  far  as  it  may 
>roperly  extend  the  hand.  It  seems  to  me  there 
)an  be  no  objection  to  permitting  the  moneys 
eceived  from  the  sales  of  the  mineral  lands 
o  be  set  apart  as  a  fund  having  in  view  that 
)nrpose.  The  whole  subject  remains,  of 
!ourse,  under  the  direction  of  Congress  to 
nake  whatever  other  disposition  Congress  sees 
it  to  make  of  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  suggest  that  instead 
if  calling  it  a  '^mineral  lands  fund''  I  would 
tall  it  **  mineral  land  fund,''  and  then  say  **  to 
>e  appropriated  as  Congress  may  bereitfter 
lirect." 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I acceptthe  firstamend- 
aeot,  which  is  an^  amendment  of  language, 
f  there  is  any  serious  objection  to  the  lan- 
guage criticised  by  the  Senator  from  KansaSi 
»f  course  I  shall  not  insist  upon  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
irom  California  accepts  the  modification. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
be  development  of  our  mineral  industry.  I 
lesire  to  see  the  prosperity  of  the  mineral  as 
reW  as  the  agricultural  States ;  but  I  an)  un- 
willing to  set  the  example  of  setting  aside  in 
bis  country  specific  funds  for  any  purpose  in 
be  world.  \Ve  have  no  specific  fund  now  by 
Ekw  except  the  naval  pension  fund,  and  that 
as  always  been  a  delusion.  There  is  no 
ther  fund  provided  by  law  of  any  character 
r  description.  Our  taxes  from  whatever 
ouice  they  come,  our  revenues  from  what- 
viiT  source  deriyed,  all  go  iu(o  tb9  QOffUAPA 


Treasury,  and  are  paid  out  of  the  common 
fund.  We  have  always  refused  to  adopt  the 
English  system  where  specific  funds  are  set 
aside  for  specific  purposes.  Here  all  the 
money  collected,  whether  from  the  sale  of 
lands  or  the  collection  of  taxes  of  any  kind 
whatever,  or  from  any  source,  goes  into  the 
common  Treasury,  and  can  only  be  paid  out 
by  a  direot  appropriation  made  by  law. 

The  establishment  of  special  funds  has  been 
resisted  lit  every  stage  of  our  Government. 
There  is  scarcely  a  source  of  taxation  that,  from 
time  to  time,  has  not  been  proposed  to  be  set 
aside  for  some  specific  purpose ;  but  Congress 
has  uniformly  resisted  it  from  the  foundation 
of  the  Government  to  this  time,  the  only  ex- 
ception being  the  case  of  the  naval  pension 
fund,  which,  for  special  reasons,  was  set  aside 
for  Uie  payment  of  pensions  to  officers  and 
sailors  of  the  Navv,  and  even  that  is  a  delu- 
sion. That  fund  has  been  accumulated  sim- 
ply as  a  mode  of  keeping  the  account,  until  it 
IS  now  far  bevond  the  necessities  of  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  originally  set  aside,  and 
It  has  been  reduced  to  a  fund  bearing  three 
per  cent,  interest,  and  is  merely  nominally 
kept  on  the  books  of  the  Treasury  rather  as  a 
matter  of  pride  than  for  any  useful  purpose. 

I  trust  the  Senator  from  California  will  not 
change  this  policy,  and  when  the  subject  shall 
come  up  hereafter  of  setting  aside  the  whole 
proceeds  of  public  lands  for  education  I  trust 
he  and  other  Senators  will  see  that  if  this  thing 
is  done  it  ought  to  be  done  directly,  not  indi- 
rectly. We  cannot  divide  the  money  of  the 
Treasury  into  various  funds.  It  is  a  mere 
complication  of  accounts  without  any  bene- 
ficial purpose.  Why  should  the  proceeds  of 
the  mineral  lands  be  set  aside  for  the  benefit 
of  the  mineral  States  rather  than  the  proceeds 
of  the  whisky  tax  be  set  aside  for  the  State  of 
OhiO}  where  a  great  part  of  it  is  collected? 
Why  should  not'  the  money  derived  from  cus- 
toms be  set  aside  for  some  interest  of  New 
York  because  the  great  body  of  tbe  custom 
duties  are  collected  in  the  State  of  Nof  York? 
Why  should  the  proceeds  of  public  lands  be 
set  aside  to  the  western  States  because  the 
lands  lie  in  the  West?  If  any  object  of  public 
expenditure  appeals  to  Congress  as  proper  and 
just,  let  it  be  paid  out  of  the  common  Treas- 
ury, the  proceeds  of  the  common  revenue  of 
Uie  United  States. 

I,  for  one,  while  I  have  no  objection  to  tbe 
passage  of  this  mining  bill  in  any  form  its 
mends  may  out  it  in,  provided  it  will  lead  to 
the  proper  disposition  of  the  mining  lands, 
am  certainly  opposed  to  any  reservation  or 
the  funds  derived  from  mining  lands  for  any 
local  purpose. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  amendment  I  have 
suggested  is  that  it  shall  be  called  a  fund,  and 
appropriated  as  Congress  may  direct  hereafter. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  what  is  the  object 
of  it?  If  it  is  intended  for  any  purpose  to 
make  a  specific  pledge  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States  that  the  money  received  from 
this  source  of  revenue  shall  always  be  applied 
to  a  particular  purpose,  what  is  the  use  of  it  7 
The  time  may  come  when  we  shall  appropriate 
twenty  times  this  fund  for  the  benent  of  the 
mining  interests  and  for  the  promotion  of 
mining  schools ;  the  time  may  come  when  the 
rich  resources  flowing  to  the  Tre^ury  from 
the  sale  of  our  mines  at  the  rates  now  fixed 
by  law  may  be  &r  bevond  the  interest  of  this 
local  community.  Why,  therefore,  set  aside 
this  fund  ?  It  can  do  no  good.  It  is  only  set- 
ting aside  i^  specific  sum  of  money  which  will 
be  aiuied  f^t  hereafter  by  persons  who  desire 
to  pass  ^propriations  that  would  not  meet  the 
sanction  of  Congress. 

I  shall  feel  it  my  duty,  rather  than  to  set 
the  example  (which  has  been  resisted  time  out 
of  mind  from  tbe  foundation  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  this  time)  of  setting  aside  special 
funds,  to  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  and  divide 
the  Senate,  though  I  do  not  wisb  to  interfere 
witb  ^e  passage  of  this  bill.    J  assure  the 


Senator  from  California  that  the  object  he  con- 
templates will  not  be  promoted  by  such  a 
proposition.  If  there  is  any  proper  subject  of 
expenditure  with  regard  to  the  mining  inter- 
ests,  if  there  is  any  mode  of  developing  the 
interests  of  the  miners  in  the  western  States, 
J  am  sure  Congress  will  not  be  illiberal  to 
them  because  tney  are  now  feeble  and  thinly 
populated.  On  the  contrary,  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  Territories  have  always  been  far 
in  excess  of  the  receipts  \  and  no  good  can 
00 me  of  this.  It  will  give  no  more  money  to  be 
devoted  to  our  expenditures  in  that  rej^ion  of 
the  country,  while  by  setting  aside  a  mud  we 
should  be  setting  an  evil  example  which  would 
be  followed  in  a  few  days  by  the  plausible 
proposition  of  my  honorable  friend  from  Ver- 
mont, who  proposes  to  take  the  whole  pro- 
ceeds of  tbe  public  lands  apd  to  apply  them 
for  educational  purposes,  probably  to  cure 
some  little  doubt  about  our  oonstitutioMal 
power  to  approprii^te  for  speci^c  purposes  and 
for  local  interests. 

I  trust,  therefore,  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia will  forego  this  amendrpeu^  and  (et  the 
bill  pass  in  the  shape  ip  which  it  stands,  and 
reserve  this  question  of  appropriation  fpr  the 
mineral  interests  or  for  mining  purposes  uutil 
the  proper  appropriation  bills  as  they  come  up 
from  time  to  time* 

Mr,  CASSERLY.  .  Mr,  Presideut,  I  pf 
course  had  no  such  familiarity  with  the  sub' 
ject  of  the  financial  administr^ipu  of  tbjs 
Government  as  tbat  enjoyed  by  the  Senator 
from  Ohio.  It  seems  to  me,  however,  as  the 
amendment  now  sUMids,  that  hd  baa  Haken 
alarm  rather  at  a  naqae  than  at  a  substance, 
The  whole  effect  of  this  amendment  as  it  now 
is  is  to  place  in  a  separate  fundi  with  a  dis- 
tinct appellation,  all  tne  moneys  reoeive4  from 
the  sale  of  mineral  lands.  Those  iponeys  in 
that  fund  are  as  much  within  tbe  control  of 
Congress  as  if  no  such  fund  had  been  named 
by  the  law  and  no  such  fund  created.  I  sup- 
pose that  there  are  precedents,  many  of  then), 
in  the  administration  of  our  financial  sysiciu, 
for  the  princiole  of  this  amendment.  The 
moneys  derivea  from  the  postal  receipts  of 
the  country,  for  instance,  are  a  fund  to  pay 
the  expenses  of  the  Post  Office.  When  you 
act  upon  the  theory  of  applying  the  receipts 
from  a  particular  source  to  a  particular  aub- 
ject  of  Government,  it  seem  to  me  that  the 
principle  of  this  amendment  is  conceded,  and 
in  practice  nothing  seems  to  me  more  just 
than  that  the  receipts  from  a  particular  so.urce 
should  be  so  separated  in  the  keeping  of  the 
accounts  that  it  is  easy  to  know  at  a  glance 
what  is  the  product  of  a  particular  source  of 
revenue. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  My  fHend  will  allow  me 
to  say  that  appropriations  are  made  every  year 
for  the  Post  Office  Department.  There  is  no 
law  putting  aside  the  postal  receipts  as  a  spe- 
cial fund.  The  appropriations  are  made  every 
year  ^  there  is  always  a  deficiency.  It  is  true 
the  amount  received  is  paid  over  to  the  Post 
Office  Department,  but  our  appropriations  are 
annual,  and  I  know  of  no  special  fund  in  our 
service  except  the  naval  pension  fund' 

Mr.  CASSERLY,  It  is  precisely  as  I  said ; 
it  is  not  called  by  the  name  of  a  fund^  but  tbe 
thing  is  the  same  in  principle.  That  is  to  say, 
the  moneys  resulting  from  a  particular  source 
of  revenue  are  applied  to  a  specific  object; 
and  that  is  all  there  is  of  the  principle  of  this 
amendment.  When  I  proposed  it  I  had  no 
design  of  introducing  a  new,  disorganizing, 
or  mischievous  principle  into  our  financial 
administration.  It  seemed  to  me  there  could 
be  no  serious  objection  to  setting  apart  the  re- 
ceipts from  the  mineral  lands  as  a  fund  by 
itself  in  the  Treasury  to  be  appropriated  here- 
after as  Congress  might  direct ;  and  it  did  not 
seem  to  me  tbat  there  was  any  serious  objec- 
tion to  going  further  and  designating  it  as  a 
fund  for  the  development  and  the  fostering  of 
the  mineral  interests  of  the  country. 

I  do  not  represent  any  portion  of  that  won* 
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derful  plain  or  great  valley  between  the  Rocky 
mouDtains  aud  the  Sierra  Nevada,  in  which 
there  seems  to  be  no  sort  of  doubt  that  for 
nearly  twelve  hundred  miles  from  our  north- 
ern line  down  to  the  frontier  of  Mexico  there 
are  deposits  of  base  metals,  which,  so  soon  as 
they  can  come  within  the  grasp  of  easy  and 
cheap  reduction,  will  constitute  sources  of 
wealth  compared  to  which  everything  that  has 
yet  been  heard  of,  either  in  North  America 
or  elsewhere  in  the  world,  will  be  as  a  mere 
rivulet  of  wealth.  I  do  not  wish,  however,  to 
prolong  debate  on  the  subject 

Mr.  PpMEROY.  I  think  the  Senator  had 
better  withdraw  his  amendment  and  let  us 
consider  it  by  itself  on  the  bill  which  appro- 
priates the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands.  The 
mineral  lands  will  properly  be  considered 
under  that  bill,  for  which  there  has  been  a 
special  day  set  apart  on  account  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  on  which  we  are  to  con- 
sider the  quesiion  of  what  we  will  do  with  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  I 
think  the  mineral  lands  should  be  considered 
in  that  connection  rather  than  this.  If  the 
Senator  will  withdraw  his  amendment  and 
offer  it  then,  we  can  dispose  of  this  bill  with- 
out further  debate. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  was  about  to  say,  when 
I  saw  the  Senator  from  Kansas  rise  to  make  a 
BUffgestion,  that  I  do  not  desire  to  have  this 
bill  encounter  the  opposition  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  and  I  do  not  wish,  either,  to  place 
myself  in  opposition  to  the  views  of  an  author- 
ity justly  so  hieh  in  the  Senate  as.he  is  on 
the  sflbject  of  the  financial  administration  of 
the  Government.  Therefore  I  withdraw  the 
amendment. 

The  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  Mines 
and  Mining,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  should  like  to  ask 
some  Senator  of  the  committee  from  which 
this  bill  has  been  reported  what  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  three  lines  upon  page  4,  lines  sev- 
enteen, eighteen,  and  nineteen? 

On  all  claims  located  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 
act,  ten  dollars'  worth  of  labor  shall  be  performed 
or  improvements  made  for  each  one  hundred  feet  in 
length  along  the  vein. 

I  observe  that  there  is  no  limitation  as  to 
the  time  within  which  that  amount  of  labor 
shaH  have  been  done. 

Mr.  STEWART.  It  might  make  it  more 
certain  to  say  *  *  d  uri  ng  each  year. ' ' 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  usual  mining  rule 
is  SQ  much  labor  during  so  much  tinie. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Insert  ** each  year." 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  **  Ten  dollars'  worth  of 
labor  shall  be  performed  or  improvements 
made  each  year  for  each  one  hundred  feet 
in  length  along  the  vein.*'  I  move  so  to 
amend  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  should  like  to  inauire 
what  was  doue  with  the  amount  of  fifteen  hun- 
dred feet  on  page  2,  lines  eight  and  nine. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Nothing  has  been  done. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Does  the  Senator  con- 
sider that  there  is  no  danger  of  abuse  in  allow- 
ing so  great  a  quantity? 

Mr.  STEWART.     None  in  the  world. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendment  made  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  was  concurred  in.  It 
was  ordered  that  the  amendment  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

HESSAQB  FROM  THB  HOUSB. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk^  announced 
that  the  House  had  non-concurred  in  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1930)  relating  to  proposals  and  contracts 
for  transportation  of  the  mails,  and  for  other 
purposes,  asked  a  conference  on  the  disagree- 
ing votes  of  the  two  Houses  thereon,  and  had 
appointed  Mr.  JohK  F.  Fabnswobth  of  Illi- 
nois, Mr.  GiNERYTwiCHBLLof  Massachusetts, 


and  Mr.  John  M.  Carroll  of  New  York, 
managers  at  the  same  on  its  part. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  House 
had  passed  the  following  bill  and  joint  resolu- 
tion:  in  which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of 
the  Senate : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2208)  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  repair,  preservation,  and  com- 
pletion of  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and 
narbors,  and  for  other  purposes  ;  and 

A  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  136)  appoint- 
ing commissioners  to  inquire  into  depredations 
on  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  Texas. 

MAIL  contracts. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  itsamend- 
menU  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1930)  relat^ing  to 
proposals  and  contracts  for  transportation  of 
the  mails,  and  for  other  purposes,  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and 

On  motion  by  Mr.  RAMSEY, 

Betohed.  That  the  Senate  insist  upon  its  amend- 
ments to  the  said  bill  disagreed  to  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  mxree  to  the  conference  asked 
bv  the  House  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Ilouses  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate  be  appointed  by  the  Vice  President. 

The  Vice  President  appointed  Mr.  Ram- 
set,  Mr.  Edmunds,  and  Mr.  Casserly. 

AUSTRALIAN  MAIL  LINK. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Australian 
steamship  bill  is  now  before  the  Senate. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  49) 
authorizing  the  establishment  of  ocean  mail 
steamship  service  between  the  United  States 
and  Australia. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will  be 
reported. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  suppose  it  is  onlv  neces- 
sary to  read  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 
That  amendment  strikes  out  all  of  the  original 
bill  and  inserts  a  substitute. 

Mr.  COLE.     It  has  all  been  read  once. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  substitute 
will  be  reported,  and  it  will  be  considered  as 
the  original  bill,  so  that  it  will  be  subject  to 
amendment  in  the  second  degree  if  Senators 
desire  to  so  amend  it. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  of  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads, 
which  was  to  insert  in  lieu  of  the  original  bill 
the  following : 

That  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  by  and  with  the 
consent  of  the  President,  is  hereby  authoriied  and 
directed  to  contract  for  mail  steamship  service 
between  the  port  of  San  Francisco,  in  the  United 
States,  and  some  port  or  ports  in  Australia  or  New 
Zealand,  or  in  both  countries,  touching  at  Honolulu, 
in  the  Sandwich  Islands,  or  such  other  ports  in  the 
Pacific  ocean  as  may  become  necessary  for  coaling 
purposes,  by  means  of  a  line,  to  run  once  in  every 
four  weeks,  making  thirteen  round  trips  per  annum, 
of  first-class,  American-built,  sea-going  steamships, 
of  not  less  than  two  thousand  register  tons  burden 
each,  aud  of  a  character  and  speed  suitable  for  mail 
and  passenger  steamships  in  this  service,  and  of  suf- 
ficient number  to  perform  thirteen  round  voyages 
per  annum  between  said  ports:  Provided,  That  all 
ships  to  be  built  hereafter,  as  the  exigencies  of  this 
service  may  require,  shall  correspond  in  all  respects 
to  the  steamships  herein  described,  and  be  not  less 
than  two  thousand  five  hundred  tons.  Government 
measurement;  said  service  to  continue  for  a  term 
of  ten  years,  to  commence  from  the  day  the  first 
steamship  departed  from  the  port  of  San  Francisco 
with  the  mails  for  Australia  and  New  Zealand,  and 
shall  include  and  consolidate  the  contract  now  ex- 
isting for  United  States  mail  service  between  San 
Francisco  and  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

Srg.  2.  That  the  Postmaster  General  shall  con- 
tract for  the  aforesaid  service  with  the  parties  own- 
ing and  representing  the  United  States,  New  Zea- 
land, and  Australian  mail  steamship  line,  at  a  rate 
of  compensation  not  exceeding  $500,000  for  thirteen 
round  voyages ;  and  upon  entering  into  said  con- 
tract said  parties  shall  enter  into  good  and  suflicient 
security  for  its  faithful  performance,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Postmaster  General. 

Seo.  3.  That  any  contract  which  the  Postmaster 
General  may  execute,  under  the  authority  of  this 
act.  shall  take  effect  from  the  7th  day  of  April.  1871, 
and  shall,  in  addition  to  the  usual  stipulations  of 
ocean  mail  steamship  contracts,  provide  that  the 
steamships  accepted  for  the  service  shall  be  of  the 
best  material,  of  wood  or  iron,  and  upon  approved 
models,  with  all  the  modern  improvements  adapted 
to  sea-goiu^  steamships  of  the  first  class,  and  shall 
be  at  any  time  subject  to  iuspection  and  survey  by 


an  experienced  naval  constructor,  to  b«  deUiiied  f>r 
that  purpose,  upon  the  reouest  of  the  Po«tavkr 
General,  by  the  Secretary  ortbeNavy.wboferet-di 
shall  be  made  to  the  Postmaster  Qeneral:  Prvt^M 
That  it  shall  be  stipulated  in  anycontraeufurr^- 
rying  the  mails  entered  into  under  theproruiosi 
of  this  act.  that  the  steamships  employed  ic  mi 
service  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Unit^  Sut«. :;; 
their  proper  officers,  upon  demand  being  mde.  U 
the  purpose  of  being  converted  into  veasels  of  wu.  I 
the  United  States  bein^  bound  on  their  ptrtto^  1 
to  said  company  the  lair  full  value  of  every  nstt  1 
ship  or  vessel  at  the  time  of  delivery ;  said  Taloe  (« 
be  ascertained  bv  four  appraisers,  to  beappoiotot 
tv^o  by  the  President  of  the  United  Staten,  and  tvi 
by  said  company,  and,  in  case  of  di«a^re<)c«&t 
among  said  appraisers,  the  President  of  the  lDi'.t4 
States  to  select  and  appoint  an  umpire,  who  sh.1 
fix  the  value.  That  the  Government  of  the  Vav.ti 
States  shall  be  entitled  to  have  transported,  (m  cf 
expense,  on  each  and  every  steamer,  a  mail-t^oi, 
who  may  also  act  as  mail -agent  for  saeh  of  lit 
other  countries  hereinbefore  referred  to  ax  aajdi- 
patch  mails  by  said  steamers,  to  take  cbarfeof  uid 
arrange  the  mail  matter,  and  to  whom  saitable^f 
cummodations  shall  be  assigned  for  that  pnrtMK. 
That  in  case  of  fulure  from  any  eause,  aeU  of  (H 
and  public  enemies  excepted,  to  perform  aay  of  Uit 
regular  voyages  stipulated  for  in  the  eontrdct,  kpn 
rata  deduction  shall  be  made  from  theeoiBr>«b> 
tion  on  account  of  such  omitted  voyage  or  Tojifei. 
That  suitable  fines  and  penalties  may  be  inipo««<iijr 
delays  and  irregularities  in  the  performaiKe of  tk« 
service,  and  that  the  Postmaster  General  shall  ktu 
the  power  to  terminate  the  contract  bygiriof  two 
years'  notice,  or  upon  sale  or  assicnment  u>  kj 
person  or  company  not  citisens  of  the  United  l^tl:a. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Without  occapyinf  ite 
time  in  making  any  remarks  myself,  IrW 
ask  to  have  the  report  submitted  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Officea  and  Post  Roads,  vheo 
they  reported  this  bill,  read.  It  shows  t^e 
history  of  this  project.  It  shows  its  recoo 
mendations  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  the  Postmaster  General,  sod  bj  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  It  gives  the  sund 
ing  whicn  this  matter  has  had  in  the  Seo&ie- 
I  ask  for  the  reading  of  the  report 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  followiDg  report 
submitted  by  Mr.  Co  lb,  from  ihe  Commitut 
on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  on  the  1^ 
of  January  last: 

Tour  committee,  to  whom  Senate  bill  No.  i9  vv 
referred,  have  fully  considered  its  proYisions.  wltiea 
authorise  the  establishment  of  ocean  steamship  kt; 
vice  between  the  United  States,  New  Zealaod.  t^i 
Australia,  touching  at  various  islands  in  the  Pacik 
ocean ;  the  service  to  consist  of  thirteen  round  t^j- 
ages  per  imnum. 

Your  committee  are  unanimous  in  reeommeBdisr 
the  paiisage  of  the  bill ;  a  conclusion  arrived  at  am 
based  upon  a  mass  of  data  going  to  proYt  the  mt 
importance  of  opening  up  without  delay  sj^^^ 
morce.  which  rightly  oelongs  to  and  can  be  mww 
to  American  enterprise.  Upward  of  two  milliB 
people,  principally  Bnglish  and  Scotch.  eoDftiiou 
the  population  of  those  colonies,  who  carried  vitu 
them  to  their  new  homes  the  language,  literatart. 
and  customs  of  the  Anglo-Saxon  race*,  and  bafeliw 
the  foundation  of  a  new  empire  which  has.tbu^ttf. 

f:reatly  outstripped  our  Pacific  Sutes,  while  the  bar- 
ish  Government,  by  its  liberal  policy  w*ard  wa- 
mercial  enterprises,  is  drawing  tae  commerce  of  u< 
Pacific  into  those  colonial  ports.  , 

Taking  the  colony  of  Victoria,  with  a  popaUti^ 
of  seven  hundred  and  twenty-nine  thoosaad.  »« 
fairly  representing  the  commerce  of  those  c'lionic. 
Melbourne  being  its  chief  port,  with  a  popolatioaoi 
one  hundred  and  ninety  thousand,  this  colony  tmt. 
from  the  report  of  the  registrar  f«n«"'  f'lv'J; i; 
shows  imports  amounting  to  upward  of  ITO.UALt  ^ 
and  exports  to  $64,447,000.  ,  r    t  k 

In  proof  of  the  immense  profit  the  lined  of  haca^ 
subsidised  steamships  are  to  this  one  colony,  J-'^[ 
committee  beg  leave  to  quote  from  a  speech  »*^ 
to  the  colonial  parliament  of  Victoria,  in  NowaiMr 
last,  by  the  honorable  the  colonial  swrrelary.uryjw 
the  Government  to  vote  a  liberal  subsidy  to wara^- 
curing  to  the  colonies  the  commerce  of  the  "»cik 

Mr.  Dufity  said  "  he  would  not  admit  the  suie"*'a! 
of  the  honorable  member  for  West  Melboame.i^ 
this  colony  had  only  a  secondary  interest  m  «« ^^ 
Francisco  route,  for  he  believed  that  the  boflu» 
men  of  this  colony,  with  their  usual  energy.  *'>^^ 
take  advantage  of  the  route,  and  make  it  «« ^*^ 
ficial  to  this  colony  as  any  other  route  could  pie«ici? 
be  to  iU  The  honorable  member  next  arfoed  w»^ ' 
fortnightly  mail  service  by  one  route  ''•'"d  o«u7 
serve  communication  along  that  route,  wbeiw^, 
services  by  different  routes  would  facilitate  inw« 
aud  commerce  with  various  parts  of  the  worHJ.  i 
statement  of  the  honorable  member  for  7«s' *  ./ 
bourne,  that  of  the  £26,000,000  sterling  of  ^*?*l; 
this  colony,  £20.000,000  of  it  was  carried  on  alooj^a* 
route  of  the  Peninsular  and  OrienUl  ConiP»nM^'' 
the  termini  of  that  \\n^  and  that  the  l^*^*  "S 
would  be  served  by  the  San  Fancisco  route  ***  *^. 
very  small,  was,  he  contended,  thestronfett*"" 
ment  which  could  be  given  in  favor  of  the  latter  rw 
The  great  trade  which  was  done  along  Jo*  ^2 
route  showed  that  a  thoroughly  postal  '*"*""'ii., 
on  for  a  series  of  years  had  been  the  ris^t""  ^ 
trade  and  commerce  had  gone  ia  that  direeuoa. «» 
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if  a  similar  service  was  opened  ap  by  way  of  San 
Francisco  with  the  United  States  and  Canada  and 
all  those  portions  of  the  world,  why  should  it  not 
develop  a  trade  equal  in  amount,  and  just  as  valu- 
able to  this  colony,  as  the  trade  which  had  been 
developed  by  way  of  England?  The  honorable 
member  for  West  Melbourne  had  not  told  the  house 
of  any  benefit  which  would  be  derived  hy  this 
colony  in  consequence  of  a  fortnifchtly  service  by 
way  of  Sues,  and  it  was  well  known  in  the  com- 
mercial world  that  the  merchants  of  Melbourne 
were  opposed  to  such  a  fortnightly  service.  Why, 
the  principal  object  of  securing  a  fortnightly  mail, 
as  diuRgested  by  the  postal  conierence,  was  to  open 
up  a  trade  by  new  lines." 

If  we  would  secure  to  ourselves  the  commerce  of 
the  islands  of  the  Paoiflc,  no  better  precedent  or 
truer  course  can  be  marked  out  for  our  enterprise 
than  that  quoted  by  the  colonial  secretary.  The 
seven  colonies  of  Australasia  imported  in  one  year, 
of  what  might  be  designated  as  American  merchan- 
dise, as  follows: 

Aterchandiae,  Value, 

Buckets S66,O0O 

Uardware 6.408,240 

Agricultural  implements 732,840 

Tobacco 3,184,760 

Fish 684.520 

Nails 1,352.950 

Boots  and  shoes 7,759,240 

Bottled  fruit 364,000 

Dried  fruit 409.280 

Furniture 1.081,240 

Grain 2,800,000 

Hops 1,635,120 

Malt 1,790,000 

Agricultural  machinery  and  wagons 1,645,320 

Quarts  machinery 808,000 

Lumber 2,915.584 

Turpentine 160,000 

Woodenware 320.000 

liamt 805.632 

Proviitions 5,757,440 

Kerosene 1,647.280 

Quicksilver ., 252,480 

Saddlery 1,364,248 

Brooms 320.000 

Total $43,164,174 


Secondary  only  is  the  trade  of  those  colonies  to 
that  of  the  islands  of  the  South  Pacific  ocean  lying 
directly  on  the  route  between  California  and  Aus- 
tralia, which,  by  every  principle  that  governs  trade 
and  commerce,  should  and  does  belong  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  but  by  the  superior  advantages  of  quick 
transit  English  enterprise  has  already  diverted  the 
bulk  of  this  growing  commerce,  which  is  now  esti- 
mated at  $10,000,000  per  annum,  a  trade  developed 
within  the  past  ten  years. 

From  the  three  largest  islands  of  Polynesia — 
Tahiti,  Tonga,  and  Feejee,  there  was  shipped  of  cot- 
ton alone,  in  1870,  to  the  value  of  $1,466,900,  all  of 
which  went  via  the  English  lines,  after  being  trans- 
ported in  small  vessels  several  thousand  miles  to 
the  nearest  port  touched  at  by  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  line  of  steamships.  Our  actual  trade  in 
that  direction  has  been  so  small  that  its  entire 
abolition  would  not  be  noticed. 

European  capital  and  enterprise  eonstruoted  the 
Suez  canal  in  order  to  give  greater  facilities  to  their 
commerce,  to  open  up  a  short  route  to  the  great 
traffic  of  the  East  Indies,  Australia,  and  the  Pacific 
ooean.  The  Old  World  could  not  afford  to  wait  one 
hundred  days  to  transport  the  products  of  the  Orient, 
when  by  the  canal  it  could  be  done  in  one  half  that 
time. 

Uitherto  the  great  American  continent  from  Qreen- 
Innd  to  Cape  Horn  formed  a  barrier,  not  only  be- 
tween England  and  the  Australias,  but  between  our 
own  manufacturing  States  and  those  golden  lands. 
The  completion  of  our  greut  national  highway  has 
changed  all  that.  A  vast  continent  has  been  bridged 
from  East  to  West,  and  the  trade  of  the  great  coun- 
tries of  the  Pacific  lies  invitingly  open  to  us.  In 
brery  truth  our  relative  position  with  regard  to  the 
rest  of  the  world  has  become  so  changed  that  we 
leem  unable  all  at  once  to  become  thoroughly  alive  to 
t.  This  question  of  the  course  the  Australian  and 
Pulynesian  trade  shall  take  exemplifies  in  a  marked 
nanner  bow  comipletely  we  have  "changed  base." 
4.  brief  consideration  of  tbe  channels  that  trade  now 
7urj«uei*,  and  the  very  much  improved  one  which  the 
proposed  steam  line  will  open  up  for  it,  will  suffice 
:o  show  the  strength  in  a  oommeroial  point  of  view 
>i  our  new  position. 

By  properly  fostering  commercial  enterprise  on 
he  Pacific,  we  have  the  larger  portion  of  this  trade 
vithin  our  grasp.  In  fact,  by  the  completion  of  the 
Pacific  railroad,  we  have  made  a  large  portion  of 
be  trade  of  Australasia  and  the  South  Pacific  ocean 
>y  right  our  own.  The  fact  has  been  demonstrated 
bat  our  route  is  the  shortest  by  several  days  as 
Lgainst  the  Sues  and  Bed  Sea  route.  No  stronger 
»roof  is  needed  than  your  committee  find  in  acom- 
nunication  dated  San  Francisco.  December  7, 1871, 
rem  the  postmaster  of  that  city,  who  states  that 
ince  the  present  mail  service  to  Australasia  has 
»een  in  operation  there  have  passed  through  that 
tfiice,  of  English  mail  alone,  three  thousand  six 
lundred  and  forty-three  bag»of  mail,  weighing  one 
lundred  and  ninety-three  thousand  two  hundred  and 
leven  pounds.  This  fact  shows  conclusively  that 
England  recognises,  and  quickly,  too,  the  great 
.d  vantage  of  the  American  route.  The  saving  of  six 
lays  in  time  by  this  route  will,  and  does,  settle  the 
rhoIeque<ition.  In  thi^  afre  of  progress  a  trade  of 
bia  macniiade,  repreflentmg  imports  and  ezporta 


of  upward  of  two  hundred  million  dollars  annually, 
will  not  stand  still  six  days  to  serve  any  one  or  any 
particular  route. 

The  importance  of  this  trade  to  England  is  evi- 
denced by  the  liberal  support  extended  to  the  Pen- 
insular and  Oriental  Steamship  Company,  which  is 
paid  by  that  Qovernment  and  by  tne  colonies  of 
Australasia  $1,025,000  yearly  alone  for  a  monthly 
service.  ^  To  further  extend  and  advance  their  com- 
mercial interests,  the  colonies  held  a  postal  conven- 
tion on  the  26th  day  of  last  September,  and  voted 
the  sum  of  $350,000  to  establish  an  alternate  service 
via  San  Francisco  to  England,  the  imperial  Qov- 
ernment being  called  upon  to  make  up  any  deficiency 
that  may  be  required  to  place  the  line  on  a  firm  and 
secure  basis  and  assure  success.  Should  this  project 
be  carried  out,  the  entire  commerce  of  the  islands 
of  the  Pacific  would  be  lost  to  us,  and  pass  to  the 
control  of  English  shipping  and  colonial  interests. 
In  furtherance  of  this  new  enterprise  a  prospectus 
from  London,  printed  over  the  signature  of  Mr. 
Vine  Uall,  has  been  issued,  which  says : 

**A  more  frequent  and  rapid  communication  be- 
tween England  and  her  important  and  growing  col- 
onies in  Australia  has  become  a  matter  of  acknowl- 
edged and  urgent  necessity.  Loud  and  reiterated 
complaints  are  made  of  the  insufficiency  of  a  monthly 
postal  service  for  their  commercial  wants,  while  the 
length,  tediottsness,  and  expense  of  a  journey  to 
or  from  the  antipodes,  is  patent  to  all  who  nave 
tried  it,  and  debars  many  maiking  the  attempt.  These 
evils  require  an  immediate  remedy,  and  tbe  comple- 
tion of  the  great  railway  system  uniting  the  Atlantic 
and  the  Paoifio  oceans  has  afforded  an  opportunity 
which  must  not  be  neglected  or  delayed  if  we  are  to 
retain  our  Australian  traffic,  and  not  let  it  pass  into 
the  bands  of  the  Americans." 

It  is  plain  that  if  this  new  outlet  of  trade  is  to  be 
made  available,  it  must  be  liberally  encouraged,  or 
British  capital  will  step  in  and  deprive  us  of  that 
which  is  ours  by  reason  of  our  geographical  position. 

Since  this  subject  was-  brought  to  the  notice  of 
Congress,  it  became  apparent  that  before  theimport- 
ance  of  securing  this  trade  was  fully  understood 
English  capital  and  foresight  would  anticipate  our 
action  and  occupy  the  field.  To  prevent  this,  if 
possible,  one  of  our  most  enterprising  citisens,  Mr. 
W.  H.  Webb,  of  New  York,  entered  into  a  tempo- 
rary mail  contract  with  the  colony  of  New  Zealand, 
and  placed  upon  the  line  at  once  three  first-class 
steamships,  of  over  two  thousand  tons  burden  each, 
which  leave  San  Francisco  every  four  weeks,  carry- 
ing the  United  States  and  Australian  mails  without 
compensation.  Within  thirty  da/s  after  the  arrival 
of  the  first  American  steamship  in  the  colonies  the 
first  English  steamship  left  for  San  Francisco  in 
opposition,  followed  by  two  others,  and  have,  until 
recently,  contended  for  the  supremacy. 

It  cannot  be  expected  that  any  one  oitisen,  or 
even  a  combination  of  Qitisens  can  successfully  com- 
pete for  this  trade  against  the  Peninsular  and  Ori- 
ental Steamship  Company,  backed  up  by  its  Govern- 
ment with  more  than  a  million  dollars  per  annum, 
and  another  half  million  dollars  in  perspectiVie,  to 
secure  the  Pacific  commerce.  But  your  committee 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  the  plain  duty  of  this 
Qovernment  to  at  once  secure  to  American  ships 
and  American  enterprise  their  due  proportion  of 
this  great  and  frrowing  commerce  of  tbe  Pacific 
ocean,  now  within  our  reach ;  and  which,  within  a 
few  years,  will  so  increase  as  to  add  enormously  to 
the  traffic  of  our  Northern,  Central,  and  Southern 
Pacific  railroads,  and  thereby  prove  to  the  country 
the  wisdom  of  fostering  and  sustaining  this  measure 
at  this  time. 

Your  committee  would  call  attention  to  the  fact 
that  the  opinion  is  quite  universal  throughout  the 
country  that  this  measure  should  receive  your  favor- 
able action.  In  proof  of  which  we  refer  to  the  fol- 
lowing recommendations,  &o. : 

President  Grant,  in  his  last  message  to  Congress, 
says: 

"I  would  also  recommend  liberal  measures  for 
the  purpose  of  supporting  the  American  lines  of 
steamers  now  plying  between  San  Francisco  and 
Japan  and  China,  and  the  Australian  line,  (almost 
our  onl^  remaining  lines  of  ooean  steamers.)  and  of 
increasing  their  services." 

The  Postmaster  General,  in  his  report  of  Novem- 
ber 18, 1871,  also  strongly  urges  aid  being  given  to 
this  line,  as  follows : 

"  An  application  was  made  to  Congress,  at  its  last 
session,  by  American  citisens,  for  governmental  aid 
in  establishing  an  American  line  of  mail  steamships 
between  San  Francisco,  New  Zealand,  and  tbe  Aus- 
tralian colonies,  by  way  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 
A  bill  granting  a  money  subsidy  to  the  proposed 
line  was  reported  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Post 
Offices  and  Post  Roads^  but  it  failed  to  pass  the 
Senate,  as  did  all  other  similar  bills  proposing  Gov- 
ernment aid  to  projected  steamship  lines." 

**  There  can  be  no  question  of  the  commercial  im- 
portance to  the  United  States  of  establishing  and 
maintaining  a  direct  and  rapid  steam  communica- 
tion by  American  steamships  with  the  countries  and 
islands  of  tbe  south  west  Pacific  ocean.  Such  a  line 
will  secure  to  our  citisens  a  large  share  of  the  trade 
of  those  colonies,  now  rapidly  growing  in  population 
and  wealth,  and  greatly  benefit  the  general  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  country.  A  large  portion  of 
the  heavy  traffic  and  travel  between  Europe  and 
Australia,  which  has  heretofore  taken  the  routes 
via  Sues  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  will  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  American  route,  via  San  Francisco,  if 
reliable  and  rapid  steam  commnnicatJon  shall  be 
permanently  established  between  that  port  and  the 
ooantrios.of  AuBtralasla.   Alrudy.  sinco  the  inau- 


guration of  direct  steamship  service  from  San  Fran- 
cisco, heavy  English  mails  are  being  transported 
across  our  continent  to  and  from  New  Zealand  and 
the  Australian  colonies,  the  time  occupied  in  their 
conveyance  to  destination  being  less  by  nearly  two 
weeks  than  by  the  Sues  route.  As  manifest  consid- 
erations of  public  policy  and  commercial  advantage 
make  it  desirable  to  sustain  a  first-class  line  of 
American  steamships  upon  this  route,  the  question 
of  uniting  with  the  Australian  colonies  in  the  sup- 
port of  tbe  existing  service  by  a  moderate  money 
subsidy  is  respectfully  submitted  to  Congress  for  its 
consideration  and  appropriate  action." 

The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  San  Francisco,  by 
memorial  to  Congress. 

The  Legislature  of  California,  by  concurrent  reso- 
lution. 

National  Board  of  Trade  convention,  held  at 
Buffalo,  by  resolution. 

Railroad  convention,  held  at  Chicago,  1870,  by 
resolution. 

Railroad  convention,  held  at  Philadelphia,  1871, 
by  resolutions. 

Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York,  November 
16, 1871.  especially  recommended  Congress  to  aid  the 
Australian  line. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  late  report, 
refers  to  our  ocean  commerce  as  follows: 

"  Returns  for  the  fiscal  year  1870-71  show  that 
the  ocean  commerce  of  the  United  States  is  passing, 
rapidly  into  the  hands  of  foreign  merchants  and 
sbip-builders.  In  1860  nearly  fifty-five  per  cent,  of 
the  foreign  commerce  of  this  country  was  in  Amer- 
ican ships;  in  1864  it  had  fallen  to  forty-six  per 
cent.;  in  1868  to  forty-four  per  cent.;  and  in  1871 
it  is  reported  to  be  less  than  thirty-eight  per  cent. 
The  superiority  of  British  machinery,  and  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  business  by  British  machinists,  gives 
an  advantage  over  American  ship-builders  equal  at 
least  to  ten  per  cent,  upon  the  cost  of  constructing. 
They  possess  additional  advantages  in  the  cost  of 
labor,  the  cost  of  iron  and  coal  and  other  materials, 
and  in  the  interest  upon  capital  employed,  e^ual  to 
about  twenty  per  cent,  more;  so  that  tbe  difierence 
in  favor  of  British  ship- builders  is  at  least  thirty 
per  cent.  The  history  of  the  loss  of  our  commerce, 
as  shown  in  the  statistics  already  given,  renders  it 
certain  that  without  some  efficient  action  on  the 
part  of  the  Qovernment  the  entire  foreign  trade  of 
the  country  would  soon  pass  into  the  hands  of  our 
rivals.  The  monopoly  of  the  trade  between  the 
United  States  and  Europe  by  foreign  merchants  and 
ship-builders  carries  with  it  the  monopoly  of  ship- 
building for  the  Old  World,  and  as  a  consequence 
the  Atlantic  trade  and  that  of  the  Pacific  and  Indian 
sea  adjacent  thereto  will  be  carried  on  by  English 
steamers. 

"  An  alteration  of  the  law  by  which  foreign-built 
vessels  may  be  admitted  to  American  registry  will 
furnish  no  adequate  relief;  on  the  contrary  the 
change  would  stimulate  ship-building  in  England. 
The  prospect  of  establishing  it  on  this  continent 
would  diminish  in  proportion  to  the  business  in  the 
ship-yards  of  our  rivals.  In  view  of  the  facts  of  our 
extensive  coast  upon  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans, 
and  our  position  with  reference  to  Europe, the  country 
ought  not  to  be  satisfied  with  any  policy  which  does 
not  look  to  the  reestablishment  of  ship-building  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  encouragement  of  our 
own  seamen  and  merchants,  and  the  control  of  so 
much  at  least  of  the  commerce  of  the  world  as  is 
derived  from  the  exports  of  our  products,  and  the 
importation  of  articles  required  for  domestic  con- 
sumption. The  removal  of  duties  upon  foreign 
articles  used  in  the  construction  of  iron  steamships, 
or  the  allowance  of  a  drawback  to  the  amount  or 
duties  paid,  will  not  in  the  existing  condition  of 
things  secure  the  speedy  reestablishment  of  the  bu«ii- 
ness;  but  were  it  otherwise  the  removal  of  duties 
or  the  allowance  of  drawback  are  practical  questions 
of  great  difficult v,  while  any  concession  by  an  indi- 
rect process  is  likely  in  the  end  to  prove  unneces- 
sarily expensive  to  the  country.  Several  of  the  lines 
of  European  steamers  were  established  by  aid  of 
Government  subsidies,  and  they  are  still  engaged 
by  the  same  means,  and  it  is  impossible  to  expect 
that  our  merchants  and  ship-builders  can  success- 
fully compete  with  this  iormidable  combination, 
unless  they  are  supported  by  the  power  of  their  own 
GovernmenL" 

We  have  no  hesitation  in  expressing  the  opinion 
that  the  establishment  of  this  mail  service  will  be 
the  means  of  drawing  a  large  trade  and  travel  to  the 
United  States;  introducing  a  new  market  for  the 
sale  of  our  manufactures,  opening  as  it  does  facili- 
ties several  thousand  miles  nearer  than  heretofore ; 
securing  and  developing  the  trade  of  the  numerous 
large  and  productive  islands  of  the  Pacific ;  creat- 
ingnew  commercial  relations  with  a  growing  empire 
of  English-speaking  people,  thereby  securing  a  foot- 
hold for  our  commerce,  and  by  the  aid  of  this  and 
the  China  steamship  line,  save  the  nation  from  the 
humiliation  and  disgrace  of  having  no  share  what- 
ever in  the  great  commerce  of  the  Pacific. 

Mr.  MORRlLLj  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, this  is  a  curious  bill  to  cooae  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads — 
a  bill  to  carry  the  mails  to  Australia.  Cer- 
tainly we  have  no  necessity  for  carrying  any 
mails  there.  It  is  a  bill  that  mauii'e8tly  be- 
longs to  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  I 
therefore  send  to  the  Secretary's  desk  a  motion 
to  refer  the  bill  to  tbe  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  after  it  has  been  rend  I  will  state 
my  reasons. 
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The  PftESiPING  OFBlCEE,(Mr,  Ferry, 
of  Michigan)  in  the  chair. )  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  submits  the  following  motion  iq  re- 
gard to  the  bill,  which  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  oq 
Couamerce  with  iDstr^otioaa  to  amend  the  biU  bjr 
malciDg  proTisions  authorizing  the  Postmaster  Geo- 
eral  to  contract  for  mail  steamship  service  on  the 
Atlantic  as  well  as^the  raoiflo  ocean  with  the  lowest 
responsible  bidders,  ana  with  a  limitation  upon  the 
aggregate  amount  of  annual  expenditures. 

.  Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, there  is  a  curious  feature  in  this  bill  on 
the  second  page.     It  reads  as  follows : 

Said  seryioe  to  continue  for  a  term  of  ten  years,  to 
commence  from  the  day  the  first  steamship  departed 
from  the  port  of  San  Francisco. 

The  same  idea  is  adopted  on  the  third  page  t 

Sbo.  3.  That  any  contrafst  which  the  Postmaster 
Qeneral  may  execute,  under  the  authority  of  this 
act,  shall  tal^e  effect  from  the  7th  day  of  April.  1871. 

Manifestlj,  if  this  service,  or  if  in  point  of 
fact  any  steamships  are  already  established, 
and  have  been  running  since  April,  1871,  they 
need  no  subsidy  whatever,  and  this  bill  is  use- 
less. 3ut  I  am  in  favor  of  encoqraging  mail 
steamship  service  on  the  Pacitio  coast,  and  on 
the  Atlantic  as  well.  I  think  it  is  a  great  sub- 
ject, danervipg  the  consideration  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce,  and  not  merely  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  find  Post  Roads,  They 
are  not  supposed  to  have  jurisdiction  over 
commerce,  and  commerce  is  emphatically  the 
thin^  we  are  after,  and  I  might  say,  almost 
nothing  else.  It  is  a  mere  fiction  about  the 
mails.  I  therefore  desire  that  this  bill  shall 
be  considered  by  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  H4M3KY*  Mr.  President,  bills  of 
this  character  have  always  been  committed  by 
the  Senate  to  the  charge  of  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  Mud  Post  iioads.  It  may  be  called 
a  fiction  if  you  please,  but  there  is  actually  and 
substantially  a  great  deal  of  correspondence 
between  these  Islands  and  the  United  States. 
At  this  time,  on  the  arrival  of  the  steamers 
from  Melbourne,  Sidney,  and  New  Zealand, 
more  than  one  hundred  mail-bags,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  in  one  or  two  instances,  are 
shipped  over  the  Pacific  railroad  to  the  East. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  British  mails, 
not  American. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  British  mails  firom  British 
isUnds.  American  mails  go  from  America  to 
those  islands.  Does  the  honorable  Senator  repel 
the  idea  of  receiving  British  mails  from  Great 
Britain,  or  French  mails  from  France,  or  Ger- 
man mails  from  Germany?  Of  course  they 
are  foreign  mails, 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  If  the  Sen- 
ator will  excuse  me,  that  mail  passes  through 
this  country  because  it  is  nearer. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Mr.  President,  the  only 
liberal,  generous  scheme  that  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vermont  ever  advocates  here 
is  the  acquisition  of  these  two  blocks  on  each 
side  of  tnis  building.  [Laughter.]  Every 
other  scheme  looking  to  the  extension  of  our 
commerce,  the  carrying  of  our  flag  npon  every 
sea,  meets  with  his  disapurobation.  (  have 
no  recollection  of  finding  him  advocating  any 
measure  except  the  acquisition  of  these  two 
blacks  touching  the  public  grounds  adjoining 
the  Capitol.  Be  is  oorrified  at  the  idea  that 
these  steamships  of  Mr.  Webb,  which  sail 
monthly  from  Melbourne  i^nd  Sidney,  without 
help  and  without  assistance  from  the  Govern- 
ment, should  carry  British  mails.  What  else 
would  thev  bring  from  there?  They  could 
not  possibly  bring  American  mails  from  Sid- 
ney ;  but,  as  a  compromise,  they  will  carry 
back  American  mails  to  those  ports. 

The  honorable  Senator  suggests  as  an  anom- 
alous thing  th^t  this  subsidy  is  to  commence 
in  April,  1871.  To  the  credit  of  Mr.  Webb, 
be  it  said  tb^t  without  any  assistance  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  and  in  the  face  of  a 
^reat  deal  of  opposition,  he  went  to  those 
islands  and  adventured  in  this  line  and  at 
considerable  sacrifice  has  been  ruu^ing  his 


ships  from  that  time  to  this  with  the  hope  that 
the  Government  would  give  him  some  support. 

The  amount  of  this  commerce  is  not  insig 
uificant,  and,  <^s  I  have  said,  the  mails  are  not 
insignificant.  Mr.  Nimmo  reports  that  the 
foreign  commerce  of  Australia  and  New  Zea- 
land amounts  to  $325,000,000  annually.  Is  it 
notof  some  importance  to  our  country  to  secure 
her  due  share  of  a  commerce  $o  valuable  as 
that  ?  Why,  sir,  the  whole  trade  of  your  great 
Government  with  its  forty  million  people  does 
not  amount  to  more  than  a  thousand  piilliop 
dollars.  Here  is  a  trade  one  third  as  large  as 
that ;  and  yet  the  Senator  from  Vermont  would 
not  make  this  slight  appropriation  tp  give  our 
country  a  share  in  that  great  trade. 

Mr.  rresident,  this  line  was  established  in 
1871  by  Mr.  Webb,  the  first  ship  leaving  San 
Francisco  for  Australia,  via  Honolulu  anaNew 
Zealand,  April  7,  and  it  has  since  carried  the 
United  States  and  Australian  mails  free  of 
charge  to  those  Governments.  Because  Mr. 
Webb  has  been  thus  generooSf  the  Seqator 
from  Vermont  thinks  we  had  better  let  him 
persist^ in  it  and  continue  to  carry  the  mails 
for  nothing;  that  the  Government  should  take 
advantage  of  his  great  generosity  and  liber- 
ality. 

This  line  was  inaugurated  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  som9  portion  of  the  commerce 
of  the  South  Pacific  islands  to  the  United 
States  and  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands 
pf  our  rivals  before  the  importance  of  securing 
it  was  fully  understood  by  this  Government. 

The  ships  placed  on  the  route  by  Mr.  Webb 
are  rated  at  the  American  Lloyds  A  h  They 
are  not  of  an  inferior  character,  mere  make- 
shifts: but  they  are  excellent  vessels  of  the 
first  class,  rated  as  A  1,  aod  over  two  thou- 
sand tons  burdeu  each,  thus  making  a  respect- 
able line,  such  a  line  as  the  country  may 
favor  and  contribute  assistance  to,  ana  such 
a  line  as  the  country  may  be  proud  of.  There 
are  three  ships  at  sea  with  an  extra  one  at 
each  end  of  the  route,  A  steamer  is  dis- 
patched every  four  weeks,  making  thirteen 
round  voyages  a  year.  The  distances  between 
San* Francisco  and  the  colonial  ports  are:  to 
Melbourne,  Australia,  seventy- one  hundred 
and  sixty  miles ;  to  Auckland,  New  Zealand, 
via  Honolulu,  fifly-nine  hundred  and  forty- 
two  miles,  showing  the  importance  of  the 
service  that  Mr.  Webb  renders. 

It  seems,  from  Mr,  Nimmo's  report,  that 
the  trade  or  Australia  proper  is  $274,668,446, 
and  that  of  New  Zealand  $50,408,296,  mak- 
ing, as  I  said  before,  a  grand  total  of  $326,- 
076,741 )  by  no  means  an  insignificant  trade. 
Certainly  a  trade  so  important  as  this  no 
country  that  aspires  to  the  extenslou  of  its 
commerce  can  afii>rd  to  neglect. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  If  the  Senator  from  Min- 
nesota will  allow  me,  I  will  call  his  attention 
and  that  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  to  the 
statistics  of  the  mail  matter  between  Australia 
and  New  Zealand  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
United  States  on  the  other.  I  think  there  is 
no  parallel  for  it  in  the  history  of  postal*oom* 
munication.  The  steamer  Montana,  I  observe 
b^  a  paragraph  in  a  newspaper  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, on  her  first  trip  this  year  carried  out  to 
New  Zealand  alone  three  hundred  and  ninety- 
fiye  bags  of  mail  matter, 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  In  addition  to  these  im- 
portant Australian  islands  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  there  are  luring  between 
our  western  ports  apd  those  islands  the  im- 
portant Polynesian  islands,  Tahiti,  New  Oale- 
donia,  and  others,  having  a  population  of  more 
than  five  hundred  thousand  people,  and  a 
comiperce  which  in  1869  amounted  to  over 
four  million  dollars.  France,  England,  and 
Germany  now  monopolize  the  greater  por- 
tion of  that  commerce,  and  yet  they  lie  right 
at  our  door.  The  English  press  estimate  that 
this  trade  will  exceed  $10,000,000  for  the 
year  1872.  We  have  made  no  provision 
whatever  other  than  sqch  as  Mr.  Webb  has 

made  for  taking  any  part  or  parcel  pf  |t ;  for  I 


taking  that  portion  which  properly  bdoBp  ^ 
us  in  consideration  of  our  position  amor^^tt: 
nations  of  tl^e  earth.  But  for  the  enurpr^t 
of  Mr.  Webb  they  would  scarcely  evtr  Mt  Zf 
American  flag  floating  tl^ere. 

Compilations  from  the  market  repom^^lr 
lished  in  New  Zealand,  Australia,  and  Hum 
lulu  sboir  large  shipments  of  wool,  flu.(j:, 
tallgw,  sugar,  oils,  spices.  4c.,  to  tbe  Hulusi 
States  since  this  new  line  has  been  sstobbi^kci 

I  think  the  honorable  Senator  froqi  Miiti- 

gaq,  [Mr.  CsAVPLiaa,]  wbeo  this  QQMtiuQ  v^ 
up  about  a  year  since  alleged  that  nu  inie 
could  be  attracted  froni  that  qnsrt^r  of  vjt 
globe,  apd  that  we  had  uona  with  it,  WtUf 
had  the  most  gratifying  ejcperisoct  ia  li- 
result  of  this  line.  That  trade  haa  grovn  rirrr 
considerably  since  this  line  has  beeo  «!»' 
lished,  and  of  course  we  are  now  verrtj  « 
the  threshold  of  its  importance.  hisi«c 
estimate  that  over  one  millios  doUvf  »,. 
)}e  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  enstoms  dkia 
alone  the  first  year  of  this  new  oonaia^. 
defelopment. 

From  the  shipping  reports  it  ia  ebom  t:i«: 
tba  topnage  between  those  countries  and  c&t 
own  has  increased  tenfold  during  the  pMi  Kt 
months,  ten  large  ships  huviog  ciesrw  fr^s 
colonial  ports  alone  for  New  Yorksitd  BoiUi:. 
The  following  ships  bad  sailed  fur  Sao  Fm- 
CISCO  up  to  December  19,  1871,  from  in^^ 
liaa  ports,  and  four  more  were  loading  k 
New  York  and  Boston  : 

Name.  Ibiw.        fn** 

SBcaols — 1.157  Autili 
allaio , 6Jl  AoitrJ.i. 
ohnititaon 5)3      ia.'ir^li 

Qharfai^r - ii^    Aa^r^  l 

North  SUr 410  Aa.'*..i. 

Springwood 9A)  Aui'r-i  j. 

Bt.  Joseph ., 1,259  iuiWis. 

Dupfillan 853  laiu*  ^ 

St.  Nioholaa....; ^..1,778  Au-vr.  ► 

St.  John ,. 1.885  Aa?t;*J. 

Aurora l,8»  Awtriui 

Iiiaao  Rich , 588  Aastn la. 

N.  Thayer 585  Aittn  * 

Farorita , 1,283  Aajin  .. 

El  •rood  Cooper 758  Aoftrii. 

Horatio  E^ria ...1,076  Austrilt 

Corsica 1.8S7  AiM.f*i» 

Thatcher  MsgOUn -..1,156  Aasint  v 

Rose  M 386  Aoiirii* 

Compri«ing  nin0tfteo  sbipsi  with  »  v^mit 
of  19,770  tons.  The  development  of  ti>ii 
trade  is  unprecedented*  In  reioru  ve  &R 
exporting  nearly  every  artiple  eoaiDdr»ttfti  .i 
Report  JMo.  19.  Miscellaneous  Docomeiit, ^^ 
2,  being  Mr.  Nimmo's  report,  Mr.  Niajcc 
reports  the  value  of  our  entire  imporu  fru« 
Australia  in  1870  at  $278,064.  Ot  coarse tk^ 
trade  was  then  in  its  infancy. 

As  the  Senator  from  Michigan  will  probwj 
repeat  the  suggestion  he  made  that  we  U^ 
no  trade  with  these  islandst  I  have  aooie  en 
denpe  here  to  the  contrary,  which  I  dcsiire  u> 
present  to  the  Senate.  The  MelboorDe  Ar^di 
of  January  17,  1872,  says: 

*'  Wool.— At  the  various  tales  held  thii  f»^ 
soma  13.8ia  hales  were  aol^  in  Melboora*  ud  L« 
bales  in  Oeeloog.  The  prioes  realised  raiiH  ^* 
M.  to  1«.  UiL  for  greasr.  1#.  M.  to  md.  for  leoare^, 
and  U.  ^<L  to  2*.  UtL  for  fleeee.  Tbe  PBr«b«>^2 
the  Ameriean  bouBOS  for  the  season  were  oowP"*: 
about  a  fortnight  ago.  Altogether  16,000  bal«»  ««^ 
bought  io  this  market  on  Amerioao  MM^^^!|, 
oumstaaoe  whioh  may  be  pointed  to  u  oot  oi  " 
many  good  results  likely  to  arise  from  tse  optw 
up  of  the  Californian  mail  route." 

Those  bales  pouUip  four  hnnir^d  po&B.i' 
each,  and  the  duty  U  fifteen  to  thirty  «»» 
per  pound. 

The  Sydnpy  Mprnipg  UmU  ot  i»^ 
10  says ( 

^  'TAe  5t6r«ih^-TheC»lllpraJaiWttlrt«w»«^ 
braska (Webb'sTlpe)  Is  appelated toIssw«D»jaj^ 
day  For  San  Franmsoo.  vii^XicWiwd  wd  Bob-^ 
•f he  public  h4Te  by  ^is  time hsdsppU fPl^^t 
ties  of  not  oply  closely  iMPetJtiof  ibe*hlp».«fr, 
ent  employed  on  tho  JmsT  but  of  iadf io»  b( '^i^ 
porformaooM  how  w«ll  they  ars  sdaptsa  »o'""r, 
vice.  The  Nebraska  w»«7hB^»iQpw>r^^;f5i{ 
her  arrlra  ws«  placed  in  thp  hiw  pf  ^^.K 
A  Co..  for  Ibe  purpose  of  befpg  orarWed.  hi«  ^« 
second  trip  (in  WbToh  pccwion  tb«  »*J,^5w 
caulked,  aud  rsooppered)  »%«•*  ,f '^iM  iS 
llnw.  which  wera  pFonouaoed  by  ^^J^Ji^^. 
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IT  here  great  speed  and  carryine  capacity  are  re- 
]uired.  These  gualifications  have  been  most  happily 
)leuded,  as  evideooed  by  the  regularity  of  the  pas> 
fnges  thoy  make  and  the  large  amount  of  fuel  and 
Veight  they  stow,  independent  of  their  passenger 
iccommodation.  The  Nebraska  having  been  visited 
ly  some  thousands  of  our  citizens,  it  is  hardly  neces- 
lary  to  speak  of  the  elaborate  fittings,  of  the  well- 
ireotilated  and  commodious  saloon,  or  of  the  care 
ind  atteiiiion  tliat  has  been  displayed  in  providing 
ur  the  cimfort  of  those  who  are  fortunate  enough 
o  travel  by  her.  She  berths  in  her  main  cabin  one 
lutidred  and  thirty- two,  and  about  five  hundred  for- 
vurd,  while  her  crew  number  seventy-six  men  and 
)tlicvij.  Ot  course  it  is  imperative  to  have  well- 
irraitgiid  atoro-rooms,  cooking  appliances,  Jcc  to 
uoet  the  want»  of  so  many.  But  this  has  all  been 
it  tended  to,  her  resources  being  ample  for  fifty  days 
Ibe  formation  of  this  line  of  steamers  is  a  direct 
)tMiefitto  the  port,  as  they  provision,  coal,  and  effect 
ill  repairs  here.  Already  some  thousands  have  been 
ixpeiided  in  shipwrights'  and  engineers'  work,  irre- 
pcctive  of  the  provcdore's  department  and  coaling, 
vhich  exceeds  £1,500  each  voyage.  The  Nebraska 
las  taken  in  eleven  hundred  tons  of  coal,  and  with 
reight  and  passengers  is  likely  to  be  fairly  patron* 
zed.  This  Hue  of  steamers  is  opening  up  a  large 
rade  with  the  States  of  America,  and  already  a 
argo  quantity  of  our  chief  exports,  especially  wool» 
las  been  purohated  for  the  Atlantic  markBts." 

I  read  this  in  the  hope  that  it  may  excite  the 
patriotic  pride  of  Senators  somewhat  to  see 
irhat  has  been  done  by  this  one  individual  in 
istablishiog  the  character  of  Americans  for 
mterprise  in  those  islands.  On  that  occasion 
he  wnole  colonial  parliament  sitting  at  Sydney 
ind  almost  the  whole  popnlation  of  that  great 
:ity  visited  this  ship  and  were  struck  with 
idmiration  and  wonder  at  the  completeness 
)f  her  appointments  in  every  respect. 

The  Market  Review  of  Melbourne,  of  Jana- 
try  1|  1872,  speaking  of  this  new  trade,  says : 

"In  addition  to  onr  large  general  shipments  to 
Sngland  as  regularly  advised,  our  European  friends 
nust  not  forget  that  shipments  of  many  of  the  minor 
irticles  of  Victorian  produce  are  made  upon  a  mod- 
irato  scale  to  Cej^lon,  India^  and  China.  A  new  fea- 
ure  in  our  shipping  and  freight  market  has  success- 
ully  developed  itself  this  season,  namely,  the  direct 
hipmunt  of  wool  to  the  United  States,  there  having 
ip  to  this  time  bean  dispatched,  each  with  a  full 
largo  of  wool,  six  ships,  two  of  these  being  destined 
or  rfew  York  and  four  for  Boston;  and  there  seems 
lo  doubt  but  that  the  trade  will  continue  and  largely 
ncrease  for  the  future.  Coal  freij^hts  to  San  Fran- 
lisco  and  the  various  ports  in  China  have  steadily 
advanced  during  the  past  year,  every  mail  which 
irrived  during  the  period  under  review  having 
>roa^ht  advices  of  an  enhaooed  value  of  the  mineral 
ibtaining  in  the  respective  markets;  and  the  rates 
low  current,  and  at  which  a  considerable  amount 
tf  tonnage  could  be  placed,  are  as  favorable  to  ship- 
twners  as  any  which  have  hitherto  existed." 

The  same  report  pnblished  in   the  Argus 

ays: 

**  The  establishment  of  this  direct  line  of  swift 
teamships  is  opening  up  now  a  trade  with  the 
Jnited  States  which  must  ^row  to  immense  propor- 
ions,  and  is  of  corresponding  interest  to  these  col- 
»Dies  as  well  as  America;  and  why  not?  We  are 
he  near  neighbors  of  that  great  and  go-ahead 
lation." 

The  term  *' go-ahead''  may  well  l)e  applied 
o  Mr.  Webb,  but  unfortunately  it  cannot  be 
applied  to  some  of  our  people. 

Again,  here  is  a  report  as  to  the  shipments 

ii  wool  to  this  country : 

"During  the  period  which  has  been  passed  sinoe 
,»te  of  my  last  circular  of  4th  instant,  shipments  of 
rool  and  other  general  colonial  produce  to  England, 
nd  that  of  wool  in  partiealar  to  the  United  States 
torts  of  New  York  and  Boston,  have  again  been  uj^on 
.n  extensive  scale,  the  undermentioned  ships  having 
leen  dbpaohed,  namely :  the  Hydaspes,  2,006  tons 
egister:  Shannon.  1,500;  PenthesileaJ,668;  Wave 
f  Life,  887;  Golden  Sea,  1.418;  True  Briton,  1,046; 
lenvenue.  999;  audUippoiyta,  8&3;  Goloonda,  499 ; 
nd  William  Clowes.561— for  Boston;  with  the  Nar- 
GO,  379,  for  New  York.  The  demand  for  tonnage 
o  load  coals  at  Newcastle  for  porta  in  China  and 
or  San  Francisco,  as  referred  to  in  my  last  advices, 
on  tinned  during  the  month,  and  has  been  intensi- 
ed  since  the  arrival  of  the  mail  on  the  21st  instant, 
nd  but  for  the  searoityof  tonnage  no  doubt  a  large 
lusiness  would  have  been  concluded  at  the  enhanced 
at«8  now  offering.  Largo  and  important  as  were 
9utt  year's  shipments  of  produce  up  to  the  end  of 
>ecember,  they  are  greatly  eclipsed  by  those  made 
o  the  same  period  this  year,  the  total  quantity  of 
rool  exported  being  260,104  bales,  of  which  247,104 
rent  to  liondon  andl3.000  to  New  York  and  Boston, 
eing  an  excess  of  72,512  bales  over  that  of  1870.  The 
urge  increase  in  the  exports  of  our  other  article  of 
reduce  is  uDon  a  scale  fully  equal  in  magnitude  to 
hat  of  our  chief  staple." 

The  Honolulu  Advertiser  for  February,  1872, 

ays: 

'*  The  detention  of  the  Moses  Taylor  by  the  non- 
rrival  of  the  English  mails  overland,  caused  some 
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little  disarrangement  in  the  calculations  of  our  re- 
tailers, but  the  inconvenience  was  but  slight,  and 
was  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  bringiug  of 
important  news  of  a  late  date.  The  freight  brought 
here  by  the  Nebraska  for  shipment  per  moses  Tay- 
lor more  than  equaled  the  carrying  capacity  of  the 
latter  bonjt.  and  this  shows,  as  we  have  said  before, 
that  Mr.  Webb  cannot  put  more  boats  on  too  soon." 

Mr.  Webb  is  upon  the  spot  superintending 
this  business  himself,  and  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  him  uuder  date  of  Sydney,  Janu- 
ary 30,  1872,  in  which  he  says : 

"These  people  admit  the  great  value  of  the  ser- 
vice to  both  countries,  anusay  it  must  be  con- 
tinued, but  cling  strongly  to  the  idea  of  its  being 
done  in  their  own  steamers,  through  help  from  the 
home  (English)  Government. 

"They  say  if  the  United  States  Government  votes 
aid  to  our  line,  that  then  they  must  abandon  all  hope 
of  securing  the  route  and  business  to  themselves, 
and  would  find  it  to  their  interest  to  subsidize  the 
American  line,  and  by  such  aid  secure  one  first- 
class  line,  which  could  compete  successfully  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  old  established  line  via  Sues,  which  is 
not  popular  here." 

But,  sir,  in  the  hope  that  we  may  speedily 
procure  a  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  I 
shall  forbear  to  say  anything  further  on  the 
subject  at  this  time. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  Senator 
from  Minnesota  finds  it  convenient  to  defend 
bis  bill  by  attacking  me.  Now,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, so  far  as  that  attack  is  concerned,  it  is 
not  justified  by  the  facts.  He  accused  me  of 
not  being  in  favor  of  liberal  appropriations 
for  this  service.  The  very  proposition  which 
I  made  contemplated  a  greater  appropriation 
than  is  included  in  this  bill,  for  it  not  only 
contemplated  instructions  to  the  committee  to 
report  in  favor  of  this,  but  in  &vor  of  com- 
merce on  the  Atlantic. 

I  shall  not  retort  upon  the  Senator  from 
Minnesota  by  complaining  that  he  never  goes 
for  liberal  and  mugnificent  expenditures  from 
the  Treasury.  Qod  knows  he  never  will  give 
me  any  chance  to  do  that.  [Laughter.]  He 
always  votes  for  the  largest  figures. 

He  accuses  me  of  being  in  favor  of  liberal 
expenditures  for  the  C^itol  grounds.  I  be- 
lieve that  is  the  unanimous  sentiment  of  the 
Senate.  I  have  no  distinction  on  that  subject 
from  any  other  Senator.  But  the  Senator 
surpasses  me  by  proposing  as  au  absolute  gpft 
to  these  parties  a  greater  expenditure  than  is 
involved  in  the  purchase  of  both  these  squares ; 
in  other  words,  he  proposes  to  give  these  par- 
ties $600,000j  for  which  we  are  under  no 
obligation  whatever.  The  difference  between 
the  Senator  and  myself  is  this :  I  propose  to 
have  some  consideration  for  the  money  that 
goes  out  of  the  Treasury ;  if  we  purchase  these 
two  squares  we  only  pay  what  they  are  worth  ; 
but  he  proposes  to  give  these  parties  outright 
$600,000. 

In  another  respect  I  differ  with  the  Senator. 
Instead  of  giving  an  absolute  sum  of  $500,000 
I  propose  that  we  give  out  this  service  by  con- 
tract to  the  lowest  bidder.  Why  should  we 
propose  to  give  any  parties  an  outright  sum  of 
$600,000  when  the  original  bill  asked  for  but 
$800,000?  The  liberality  of  the  Post  Office 
Committee,  which  the  Senator  seems  to  exult 
in,  surpasses  the  demand  of  the  represent- 
atives of  the  Pacific  coast.  The  Senator  from 
California  [Mr.  Cole]  only  asked  for  $300,000, 
but  in  the  munificence  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  he 
proposes  to  give  $500,000.  I  do  not  propose 
to  00  either. 

Mr.  COLE.  What  is  the  Senator  referring 
to  when  he  speaks  of  that? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  refer  to 
the  bill  introduced  here  and  the  amendment 
to  it.  The  bill  as  introduced  by  the  Senator 
from  California  only  asked  for  $800,000  per 
annum,  but  the  bill  as  amended  by  the  com- 
mittee proposes  to  grant  $500,000. 

Mr.  CObE.  But  in  consideration  of  that 
larger  subsidy,  the  bill  as  it  now  stands  makes 
other  conditions  in  regard  to  the  ships,  Ac,  I 
will  state  to  the  Senator. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Very  well. 
At  all  events  this  service  should  be  inaugu- 


rated by  contract,  if  inaugurated  at  all.  It  ought 
to  be  done  by  parties  who  will  do  it  the  best, 
and  at  the  cheapest  rate.  I  do  not  propose  to 
oppose  any  measure  of  this  kind.  1  am  in 
favor  of  something  being  done,  but  I  want  to 
have  it  done  economically,  wisely,  and  for  all 
parts  of  the  country,  for  parts  where  we  have 
an  existing  commerce  as  well  as  for  parts  where 
we  have  none. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads  what  amount  he  expects  to 
receive  for  carrying  the  mails  between  Adstra- 
lia  and  the  United  States  by  this  steamship 
line?  Let  him  state  approximately  what 
amount  will  be  received. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  But  comparatively  a  small 
sum. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  That  is  as  I  supposed. 
Somethiug  more  than  a  year  ago,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, a  similar  bill  was  introduced  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  a  sub- 
committee of  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
of  which  I  think  my  honorable  friend  from 
Connectiont  [Mr.  Buckivoham]  was  chair- 
man, made  a  thorough  investigation  into  the 
commercial  merits  of  this  enterprise.  I  think 
we  spent  several  weeks  in  a  very  thorough  and 
complete  investigation. 

I  did  state  a  year  ago,  in  a  few  remarks  which 
I  submitted  to  this  body,  that  the  commerce 
with  Australia  was  comparatively  insignificant, 
and  must  remain  so.  To  show  precisely  what 
it  does  amount  to,  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  from  the 
1st  of  October,  1869,  until  the  30th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1870,  for  three  quarters  of  the  year. 
The  whole  exports  from  Melbourne  for  the 
quarter  ending  the  Slst  December,  1869,  were 
£1,812  128,  2d,  The  total  amount  of  exports 
from  Melbourne  for  the  quarter  ending  March 
81,  1870,  was  £1,280  8«.  lid.  The  total  ex- 
port from  Melbourne  for  the  quarter  ending 
September  30. 1870,  was  £486  2a,  lldr,  mak- 
ing the  grand  total  for  three  quarters  of  a 
year,  £8,572  19«.  There  was  the  whole  grand 
total,  and  it  is  pat  down  here  as  the  grand 
total. 

Mr.  NYE.     What  is  the  last  report? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  have  not  got  any  later 
than  this.  I  sent  for  the  last  report,  but  could 
only  get  this.  That  was  the  whole  amount  of 
exports  from  Australia  then. 

The  facts,  as  they  were  developed  before  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  were  these:  the 
productions  of  Australia  are  substantifdly  the 
same  as  the  productions  of  California.  It  is 
true,  Melbourne  takes  some  agricultural  im- 
plements, and  it  is  true  we  import  some  wool 
from  Melbourne;  but  it  costs  nearly  three 
times  as  much  to  transport  those  agricultural 
implements  from  New  York  to  San  Francisco 
as  It  does  to  ship  them  from  New  York  around 
the  Horn,  and  it  costs  three  times  as  much  to 
bring  that  wool  from  San  Francisco  to  the 
eastern  market,  where  it  is  wanted,  as  it  does 
to  bring  it  around  the  Horn.  It  is  an  absolute 
impossibility  to  build  up  a  commerce,  because 
it  does  not  exist  and  cannot  be  created ;  it  is 
not  there. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  figures  read  by  the 
Senator  from  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  are  so  different  from  those  be- 
fore me  now  in  a  special  report  made  by  the 
SecretaiT  of  the  Treasury  on  the  20th  of  Feb- 
ruary, of  this  year,  that  I  wish  to  ask  what  he 
is  reading  from  ? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  Report  on  Com- 
mercial Relations  for  1870,  page  160.  You 
will  find  it  in  the  last  commercial  report 
printed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  made  to  the  Senate  states 
the  exports  from  Australia  and  New  Zealand 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80,  1870,  to 
the  United  States,  at  $2,272,728. 
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Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  stated  that  I  had  not 
last  year's  report.  It  is  not  officially  before 
the  Senate.  I  sent  for  the  volume  that  should 
have  been  out  last  September,  but  they  were 
not  able  to  furnish  it  in  the  Clerk's  office,  and 
consequently  I  used  the  last  document  we 
have  on  our  files. 

Mr.  CASSEBLY.  The  total  exports  to  the 
United  States  from  Australia  and  New  Zea- 
land for  that  same  period  were  $3,419,973 ;  so 
that  the  Senator  must  be  referring  to  some 
previous  year. 

Mi*,  chandler.  I  gave  the  year  1870. 
I  stated  it  when  1  read  the  report. 

Mr.  NYE.  From  the  first  of  October,  1869, 
to  June  30,  1870. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  The  last  quarter  of 
1869  and  the  first  two  quarters  of  1870. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  latest  figures  of  the 
Secretary  are  in  my  hand,  and  they  must  be 
correct,  i  presume. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  These  are  the  latest  I 
had  before  me,  and  I  gave  them  as  they  were 
obtained.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I  am  perfectly 
willing  to  make  liberal  appropriations  for  the 
benefit  of  commerce,  but  1  want  to  know  that 
the  commerce  is  to  be  obtained  before  I  vote 
to  make  the  appropriation.  Now  what  do  you 
propose  to  do?  ion  propose  to  pay  substan- 
tially $40,000  for  every  round  trip,  $500,000 
a  year — for  what  ?  I  have  read  to  you  what 
that  commerce  amounted  to  up  to  June  80, 
1870.     Since  then  it  is  possible  we  may  have 

Eurchased  some  wool  in  Australia,  but  if  we 
ave  purchased  wool  in  Australia  it  has  come 
around  the  Horn  and  has  not  eone  by  steamer 
to  any  appreciable  amount  On  the  contrary, 
these  steamers  cannot  carry  cargo  when  you 
put  on  board  fuel  enough  to  carry  them  across 
the  Pacific.  You  have  prohibited  them,  by  the 
amount  of  fuel  they  must  carry,  from  taking 
cargo.  They  are  not  what  you  must  have  to 
build  up  your  commerce.  You  want  ships 
with  cargo  capacity,  and  then  if  they  run  the 
ships  they  must  have  a  cargo  that  builds  up 
your  commerce  ;  but  when  you  run  a  ship  that 
will  simply  hold  fuel  that  has  no  cargo  capa- 
city, you  are  not  building  up  commerce,  and  I 
object  to  this  as  a  commercial  measure  because 
it  is  not  for  the  interest  of  commerce. 

The  Senator  from  Minnesota  says  that  a 
large  number  of  mail-bags  were  carried.  Very 
well ;  those  mail* bags  come  in  trausit  through 
the  United  States.  They  are  landed  by  the 
British  ships,  carried  to  San  Francisco,  and 
from  there  shipped  to  Australia.  What  dif- 
ference does  it  make  to  us  whether  the  British 
merchants  get  their  mail  one  day  earlier  or 
one  day  later?  Those  mails  are  not  opened 
on  our  soil.  They  come  under  custom-house 
lock  and  ptiss  through.  Are  we  prepared  to 
pay  $40,000  a  round  trip  to  accommodate 
British  merchants,  not  ours,  not  our  com- 
merce but  English  commerce?  1  trust  we  are 
not.  I  want  to  see  the  benefit  to  American 
commerce  before  I  vote  any  such  large  appro- 
priation as  this  for  ten  years,  for  there  is 
$5,000,000  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  Mr.  President,  I 
have  but  a  few  words  to  say.  I  do  not  know 
that  I  can  enlighten'any  Senator,  but  it  is  evi- 
dent from  the  statement  made  by  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  that  this  bill  is  not  very  essential 
to  the  Post  Office  Department.  I  therefore 
conclude,  and  I  think  reasonably,  that  it  is  a 
bill  to  promote  the  interests  of  commerce ; 
and  if  it  will  promote  those  interests,  promote 
them  to  such  a  degree  that  we  can  afford  to 
pay  that  expenditure,  I  should  like  to  be  con- 
vinced of  it  and  aid  in  making  the  appropria- 
tion ;  but  so  far  as  1  have  information,  so  far 
as  I  am  able  to  understand  this  subject,  it  has 
no  such  tendency ;  and  1  beg  leave  to  slate 
what  I  regard  as  a  oommercial  axiom  that 
there  can  be  no  profitable  commerce  between 
two  nations  in  articles  of  which  those  two 
nations  produce  a  surplus. 
X  think  I  can  illustrate  what  I  say  by  a  single 


example.  Indiana  and  Illinois  produce  a  sur- 
plus of  corn  and  wheat.  There  can  be  no 
profitable  commerce  in  those  articles  between 
those  States.  I  say  the  same  in  regard  to 
foreign  nations;  and  the  question  comes  up  in 
my  own  mind  whether  the  productions  of  Aus- 
tralia and  the  productions  of  this  country  are 
such  as  to  make  trade  necessary  and  impera- 
tive from  the  necessities  of  the  people.  This 
proposed  commerce  is  between  Australia  and 
our  western  coast.  Let  us  look  for  a  moment 
at  the  productions  of  our  western  coast.  What 
are  they?  Gold  in  large  amount.  What  are 
they  in  Australia?  Gold  in  large  amount. 
Can  you  exchange  the  one  for  the  other  with 
profit?  Not  very  easily.  But  what  are  t;he 
productions  of  California  besides  gold  ?  Grain. 
The  soil  of  Australia  is  as  well  fitted  for 
grain  and  can  produce  it  in  large  quantities 
as  well  as  California  ;  and  therefore  there  can 
be  no  continued  commerce  in  grain  between 
those  countries.  But  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia will  tell  me  that  there  have  been  ship- 
ments of  grain  in  large  quantities  from  Cali- 
fornia to  Australia.  It  is  true ;  but  they  were 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  circumstances 
which  only  occur  occasionally.  At  the  time 
the  mines  were  first  discovered  in  Australia, 
men  left  their  ajcricultural  pursuits  and  rushed 
to  the  mines,  and  men  rushed  to  Australia  from 
all  parts  of  Europe,  and  there  was  a  deficiency 
of  affricultural  products  which  made  a  demand 
for  those  which  were  produced  on  our  western 
coast.  But  from  that  year  to  the  present,  from 
the  time  men  began  to  feel  the  necessity  of 
turning  their  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Australia  and  leave  in  some  measure  the 
mining  interests,  the  wheat  and  the  grain  of 
that  country  have  been  increased  and  the 
importations  from  our  western  coast  have 
diminished. 

Another  fact:  Australia  produces  wool  in 
immense  quantities.  There  are  seventeen 
hundred  miles  of  coast  from  the  southern  to 
the  northern  point  all  over  the  eastern  shore, 
and  ranging  from  the  shore  back  to  the  mount* 
ains  fifty  or  a  hundred  miles ;  those  hilla  are 
covered  with  sheep  and  with  cattle.  So  that 
the  production  or  Australia,  together  with 
the  adjacent  islands,  is  probably  not  less  than 
one  hundred  and  thirty  million  pounds  of  wool. 
How  is  it  with  Oregon  and  our  western  coast? 
There  are  flocks  there,  much  to  the  credit  of 
the  people,  and  they  are  raising  this  year,  ac- 
cording to  estimate,  not  less  than  twenty-five 
million  pounds  of  wool.  Now  I  ask,  can  Cali- 
fornia use  that  wool?  No,  she  seeks  a  market 
for  it.  Can  Australia  use  her  wool  ?  No,  she 
seeks  a  market  for  it.  Transfer  it  from  one 
to  the  other,  and  have  you  increased  the  value  7 
Not  at  all.  The  wool  must  find  some  other 
market. 

So  I  might  speak  also  of  cattle,  and  I  mic^ht 
say  that  upon  every  hill,  both  in  Australia  and 
California,  the  cattle  range  unmolested,  and  the 
quantity  of  beef  and  of  tallow  which  can  be 
produced  will  be  veiy  great ;  but  can  you  ex- 
change the  one  for  the  other  at  a  profit?  No  ; 
and  therefore  I  say  you  do  not  want  any  steam- 
ship line  with  a  subsidy  from  the  Treasury  of 
this  Government  to  transport  either  of  the 
articles  which  I  have  mentioned  from  one  of 
these  countries  to  the  other. 

What,  then,  must  be  the  object?  Why  if  any 
^ood  is  to  come  to  this  nation  from  establish- 
ing a  line  which  shall  equal  the  cost  that  is 
proposed,  it  must  be  in  consequence  of  the 
transit  of  commercial  articles  across  the  con- 
tinent. Wool  is  wanted.  Wool  has  never 
been  in  such  demand  since  I  have  known  any- 
thing about  manufacturing  as  it  has  been 
within  the  last  twelve  months,  and  rarely  have 
the  prices  ranged  as  high  as  they  do  to  day  ; 
and  let  me  say  to  the  honorable  Senator  that 
it  is  because  of  this  high  price,  not  merely  on 
the  eastern  coast  of  this  country,  but  in  Europe 
and  all  over  the  world  ;  it  is  because  the  prices 
of  wool  have  advanced  so  rapidly,  that  you 
k^^ve  brought  your  two  or  three  thousand  bales 


to  San  Francisco  and  transported  them  profii- 
ably  across  the  continent.  Bat  I  say  to  ycc 
that  wool  as  it  is  produced  in  thai  coantry  a 
too  heavy  an  article  and  too  bulky  to  be  tana- 
ported  with  economy,  and  it  is  only  in  a  pecu- 
liar state  of  the  market  that  yoo  can  erer 
bring  wool  across  this  continent.  LoodoD  is 
the  central  market  for  the  wools  of  Austr&na. 
and  it  has  furnished  the  world  with  wool  froa 
Australia  until  quite  recently ;  and  it  is  gqIj 
because  the  price  of  wool  has  been  so  high  u 
to  make  it  profitable  for  men  in  the  eastern 
section  of  this  country  to  seek  it  firom  Aastzft- 
lia  direct,  rather  than  in  London. 

Mr.  NYE.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  te 
ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.     Certainly. 
Mr.  NYE.     What  is  the  reason  we  c^BBot 
make  this  a  wool  market  as  well  as  take  it  to 
London  ? 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  Yoa  may  make  this 
a  wool  market  to  a  certain  extent.  Witboo*. 
any  doubt  you  can  make  this  a  wool  nav^^t 
for  all  that  is  needed  in  this  coontry  ;  bnttbcrr 
must  be  a  very  great  and  serious  change  ia 
mercantile  matters  and  basiness  operstio£s 
before  yon  can  take  the  wool  from  lx>DdoB  u 
a  center. 

Mr.  NYE.  One  object  of  this  sobsidy  k  u> 
commence  and  make  a  beginning  in  chugisf 
that  market.     That  is  the  object. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM!  1  thank  iheSeottor 
for  suggesting  the  object.  The  way  to  accois- 
plish  his  object  is  to  row  np  stream  against  im 
current,  against  the  current  of  bosiness  a&d 
against  the  current  of  commerce,  and  yon  our 
just  as  well  pour  money  from  the  Treasury  o^ 
this  country  into  the  hands  of  the  farmers  of 
Connecticut  to  induce  them  to  raise  wheat,  bo 
as  to  compete  in  the  market  with,  the  wheat 
of  Illinois. 

Mr.  NYE.  My  friend  will  remember  that 
the  present  seat  of  commerce  has  been  estab 
lished  by  up-hill  rowing  for  centaries. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  It  ia  a  great  d^ 
easier  to  take  it  according  to  the  natural  coarse 
of  trade.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  we  shouid 
spend  $5,000,000  annually  in  establishing  this 
line  of  steamships  the  commerce  between  Aos- 
tralia  and  this  country  would  be  increased,  hot 
the  question  with  me  is  whether  it  will  be  wonk 
the  cost. 

1  have  stated,  Mr.  President,  that  the  com* 
merce  between  our  western  coast  and  Aitt- 
tralia  cannot  be  of  value.  In  what,  then,  cas 
the  commerce  of  the  two  countries  consist? 
Australia  must  buy  that  which  she  needs.  She 
does  not  need  wool ;  she  sells  it.  She  does 
not  need  wheat,  for  she  raises  it.  Bat  xht 
statement  in  the  report  of  the  committee  re- 
fers to  the  importations,  amounting  to  £ome 
forty- three  million  dollars,  and  it  is  admirably 
worded : 

"The  seven  colonies  of  Australasia  imported  m 
oneyeftr,  of  what  might  be  desicaated  aa  Amerieaa 
merchandise  "— 

Was  it  American  merchandise?  They  do 
not  say  it  was. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  It  was  carried  indirectly, 
taken  from  England  and  shipped  down  that 
way.     We  have  no  direct  trade. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  Was  any  of  it  from 
this  country  ? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     From  this  coantry. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  Not  $43,000,000 
from  this  country  ;  1  beg  pardon. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the 
amount,  but  the  character  of  ihe  trade.  A 
great  deal  of  agricultural  machinery  is  diipped 
to  London,  and  then  shipped  to  Melboaras 
and  the  islands. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  lagreetothat.  Sose 
of  it  will  go  at  any  rate ;  bat  what  do  ihej 
want  to  purchase  in  Australia?  Tbey  waotM 
purchase  just  the  articles  named  here,  arC)c}«» 
which  are  spoken  of  as  American  merchaa- 
dise,  and  very  properly  American  merchaa- 
dise.  They  are  hardware,  tobacco,  boots  sai 
shoes,  turpentine,  and  other  articles,  ail,  wttk 
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the  exception  of  tobacco »  mannfactored  in 
England,  iu  France,  in  Germany,  and  in  the 
eastern  States.  Now,  Australia  has  something 
to  buy  this  mercbandiae  with.  What  is  it'/ 
Her  gold  and  her  wool  and  her  grain  and  ber 
herds  of  cattle  are  centered  at  the  London 
market,  and  are  there  for  exchange  entirely. 
Now,  let  them  send  to  buy  the  manufactured 
articles  which  they  want ;  let  them  go  to  the 
markets  of  the  world  to  buy  their  boots  and 
ehoes;  they  buy  them  where  they  can  buy 
them  cheapest. 

Let  them  go  into  the  markets  of  the  world 
to  buy  their  hardware.  They  buy  it  where 
they  can  buy  it  cheapest.  So  long  as  our  peo- 
ple refuse  to  restore  specie  payments,  so  long 
as  the  prices  of  these  articles  remain  higher  in 
this  country  than  they  are  in  foreign  countries, 
so  long  will  the  people  of  Australia  seek  other 
markets  for  their  supplies.  It  is  an  exchange 
not  of  wool  for  wool,  not  of  flour  for  flour,  but 
of  these  and  other  products  sent  to  the  best 
market  in  the  world,  and  on  that  market  as  a 
center  they  draw  for  their  purchases,  which 
are  made  wherever  they  can  buy  them  cheafiest. 
I  fail  in  this  aspect  of  commercial  relations 
to  see  the  importance  of  this  bill  to  this  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  Mr.  President,  as  has  been 
stated,  this  bill  was  before  the  Committee  on 
(Commerce  at  the  last  session,  and  there  was 
also  a  bill  of  the  same  nature  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads.  The 
Committee  on  Commerce,  I  believe,  reliu- 
quished  that  bill  to  the  Committee  on  Post 
OtHces  and  Post  Roads;  but  the  examination 
of  the  question,  I  think,  as  I  had  it  princi- 
pally iu  charge  in  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, demonstrated  to  me  that  there  was  a 
trade  which  could  be  nurtured  and  built  up 
with  Australia.  It  has  been  stated  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce  that 
that  trade  amounted  to  a  very  small  sum  dur- 
ing the  year  1870,  or  for  eight  months  of  that 
year.  That  was  two  years  ago.  Since  then 
this  line  has  been  established;  these  ships 
have  been  put  upon  this  route,  and  as  I  un- 
derstood from  the  Senator  from  Minnesota 
the  duties  received  for  the  first  year  after  the 
eHiablishment  of  this  line  amounted  to  about 
one  million  dollars.  That  tells  a  very  difl^er- 
ent  tale  as  to  the  commerce  between  the  Aus- 
tralasian colonies  and  this  country. 

I  know  from  my  own  experience  and  the 
experience  of  our  people  that  this  trade  is  of 
importance  to  our  country,  not  only  to  Cali- 
fornia but  to  Oregon  and  the  entire  Pacific 
coast.  We  ought  not  to  forget  that  there  is  a 
portion  of  our  country  aside  from  the  Atlantic. 
The  trade  upon  the  Atlantic  is  monopolized 
hy  foreign  capitalists.  They  have  already  es- 
tHblished  their  lines  of  steamers  by  subsidizing 
them.  The  English  Government  have  estab- 
lished a  line  so  firmly  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible now  for  our  American  commerce  to 
compete  with  iU  Germany  has  also  established 
B  line  between  New  York  and  the  German 
ports.  France  hasfollowed  in  the  same  wake. 
All  have  established  these  lines  with  large  sub- 
sidies, and  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  establish 
lines  of  commerce  upon  the  Atlantic  now  in 
competition  with  these  large  subsidized  lines 
which  have  accumulated  capital  for  a  number 
of  years,  the  profits  of  which  I  am  informed 
amount  to  about  twenty  per  cent,  upon  the 
capital  invested. 

Under  this  statement  of  facts  of  course  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  cannot  expect  to  estab- 
lish commerce  upon  the  Atlantic  without 
giving  large  subsidies  to  our  lines,  perhaps  a 
larger  subsidy,  even,  than  those  which  the 
English  Government  and  the  French  and  Ger- 
man Governments  have  ^iven  to  establish 
theirs.  But  notwithstanding  that,  I  am  in 
favor  of  establishing  commerce  across  the 
Atlantic,  and  because  I  am  from  the  Pacific 
I  am  certainly  not  opposed  to  the  establish- 
m^ot  of  an  American  line  across  the  Atlantic, 
if  it  can  be  feasibly  done,  and  I  am  willing  to 


try  the  experiment.  But  while  we  are  in  favor 
of  that,  it  seems  to  me  that  we  ought  not  to 
lose  sight  of  the  advantages  that  open  to  us  a 
larse  trade  between  the  Australian  colonies 
and  the  western  coast  of  our  country. 
^  This  trade  is  opened  up  to  us.  We  have  a 
line  of  steamers  superior  to  the  line  of  steam- 
ers established  by  the  English  capitalists. 
The  latter  were  very  inferior.  Mr.  Webb  placed 
his  superior  ships  upon  this  line,  and  I  believe 
he  is  now  taking  the  entire  trade.  The  Eng- 
lish vessels  have  .(^een  withdrawn  from  the 
trade,  I  understand,  and  the  commerce  is 
entirely  in  our  hands.  The  English  are  now 
applying  for  a  subsidy  to  their  line  to  enable 
it  to  keep  up.  If  Mr.  Webb  succeeds  in 
obtaining  a  subsidy  from  the  United  States 
for  his  line  of  steamers,  he  will  be  enabled  to 
maintain  them.  If  we  do  not  give  a  suitable 
subsidy,  the  probability  is  that  this  line  will 
have  to  be  withdrawn.  I  understand  that  he 
has  lost  money  from  the  commencement  of  the 
business  up  to  the  present  time,  but  he  has 
continued  his  vessels  in  this  service  with  the 
hope  and  expectation  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  would  give  to  the  line  a 
suitable  subsidy,  and  we  have  encouraged  him 
to  a  considerable  extent  iu  the  belief  that  that 
would  be  the  case.  But  we  failed  at  the  last 
session  of  Congress  to  extend  a  subsidy  to  this 
line  of  steamers.  Mr.  Webb  had  encourage- 
ment from  the  Australasian  colonies  that  he 
would  receive  a  subsidy  from  them  provided 
that  he  would  put  upon  the  line  his  steamers. 
He  placed  the  steamers  upon  the  line,  but  I 
think  they  have  failed  to  extend  any  subsidy 
as  yet ;  at  least,  if  they  have,  it  is  to  a  very 
small  amount. 

It  is  said,  Mr.  President,  that  there  are  no 
products  of  this  country  to  be  exported  to 
Australia  and  the  intermediate  islands.  Sir, 
we  have  established  a  trade,  and  there  has  been 
sustained  a  line  of  vessels  between  the  Sand- 
wich Islands  and  California,  and  there  is  now 
established  a  line  of  sailing  vessels  between 
those  islands  and  Oregon.  They  have  been 
maintained,  and  since  the  establishment  of  this 
steamship  line  that  trade  has  very  much  in- 
creased. Added  to  that  we  have  the  other 
islands  at  which  these  steamers  touch  between 
the  Sandwich  Islands  and  Australia.  With 
the  commerce  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  and  the 
Australasian  colonies  we  can  make  up  a  very 
extensive  trade.  We  must  not  forget  that  our 
western  coast  is  some  seventeen  days  nearer  to 
Australia  than  the  great  manufacturing  coun- 
tries. England  and  Germany.  The  route  by 
the  Red  sea  takes  some  ten  days  longer  to 
traverse  than  it  does  by  the  way  of  California. 
Add  to  the  ten  days  the  time  on  the  Pacific 
road  between  New  York  and  San  Francisco, 
seven  days,  and  it  makes  some  seventeen  days 
nearer  in  time.  Those  who  are  out  of  goods 
in  that  country  will  seek  the  nearest  market, 
the  market  where  they  can  soonest  replenish 
their  stocks,  and  that  market  is  our  Pacific 
coast.  The  Pacific  coast  opens  up  a  market 
for  all  the  products  manufactured  in  the  east- 
ern States*  They  are  shipped  there  at  their 
leisure  around  the  Horn  or  across  the  Isthmus, 
or  by  the  Pacific  railroad,  as  may  be  cheapest, 
and  they  are  held  there  in  stocks  ready  to  be 
shipped  to  any  market  that  offers  a  favorable 
bid  for  those  products. 

If  large  stocks  of  ^oods  are  kept  upon  the 
Pacific  coast  in  California  these  colonists  will 
seek  that  market,  they  will  go  there  because 
they  can  obtain  their  btocks  sooner,  the  differ- 
ence being  seventeen  days  one  way  and  seven- 
teen days  back,  making  a  saving  of  some  thirty- 
four  days.  Consequently  every  one  must  see 
the  importance  of  the  establishment  of  this 
line  and  the  great  advantage  it  gives  to  the 
western  coust  for  the  supplying  of  this  trade. 
If  the  trade  is  supplied  by  the  western  coast, 
it  will  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  East,  for  the 
East  supplies  the  West  with  many  of  the  man- 
ufactured articles  sold  there.  We,  it  is  true, 
manufacture  some  on  the  western  coast  and 


We  are  increasing  in  manufactures ;  but  during 
the  past  few  years  the  amount  of  commerce 
and  articles  shipped  to  Australia  for  which  we 
had  no  market  before  is  surprising. 

In  my  own  Slate  upon  tue  Columbia  river 
the  one  article  of  salmon  is  put  up,  packed, 
and  shipped  to  that  country  to  a  very  large 
amount.  1  think  one  packer  put  up  some 
seven  thousand  barrels  during  the  past  year, 
and  that  is  the  principal  market,  the  New 
York  market  failing,  and  he  has  been  ship- 

Sing  constantly  by  these  steamers  this  pro- 
uct  to  Australia  And  finds  a  fine  market  for 
it.  This  is  only  one  instance.  There  are 
large  canneries  preserving  these  fish,  putting 
them  up  in  tin,  and  shipping  them  to  Austra- 
lia. I  believe  there  are  no  salmon  in  that 
country.  This  opens  up  a  very  large  and  ex- 
tensive trade  which  is  in  irs  infancy.  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  one  article  would  bring 
back  to  this  country  the  entire  amount  of  sub- 
sidy paid  to  this  company,  in  less  than  two 
years. 

What  do  we  export  to  Australia?  We  ex- 
port grain,  it  is  said,  to  some  extent  when  they 
are  short  of  it ;  we  export  fish,  lumber,  wine, 
agricultural  implements,  manufactured  goods 
which  are  manufactured  not  only  upon  the 
Pacific  but  upon  the  Atlantic,  and  whose 
storehouse  is  upon  the  Pacific  coast,  hardware) 
boots  and  shoes,  tobacco.  Every  one  knows 
that  the  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  is 
superior  in  this  country  and  that  they  can  be 
supplied  cheaper  to  that  country,  and  partic- 
ularly to  the  mining  community  that  have 
gone  from  California  to  Australia,  whose 
numbers  are  not  very  limited.  They  prefer 
the  American  manufactured  article ;  they  pre- 
fer the  American  shovel,  they  prefer  American 
cutlery,  and  everything  that  is  American. 
Everything  that  is  manufactured  in  this  coun- 
try that  is  brought  to  their  notice,  and  that 
they  have  tfied  in  California,  takes  their 
preference  in  Australia. 

It  is  said  that  we  are  rowing  up  stream  in 
establishing  this  commerce.  It  is  no  more 
rowing  up  stream  than  we  would  have  to  do  to 
establish  a  commerce  upon  the  Atlantic,  for 
upon  the  Pacific  we  have  a  line  existing  now, 
which,  if  sustained,  will  build  up  the  commerce 
of  the  Pacific  and  maintain  it.  Why  not  take 
advantage  of  this  opportunity  7  If  we  allow 
this  gentleman  with  his  line  of  steamers  to  be 
run  off  by  English  or  other  foreign  capitalists 
who  may  obtain  subsidies  from  their  Govern- 
ments, we  lose  this  trade  inevitably,  and  it  will 
be  as  difficult  to  establish  a  trade  between  those 
colonies  and  our  western  coast  fts  it  is  now 
between  our  Atlantic  coast  and  Europe.  We  all 
know  and  believe  that  if  Congress  and  our 
Government  had  sustained  the  lines  of  ships 
between  here  and  Europe  we  might  have  had 
at  this  time  those  lines  in  that  trade,  but  Con- 
gress failed  when  the  Collins  line  was  once 
established  to  vote  the  additional  subsidy, 
whereas  England,  when  appealed  to,  voted  the 
additional  subsidy  and  sustained  her  commerce, 
while  we  allowed  ours  to  languish  and  to  die. 

Now,  the  (question  is  whether,  when  the 
same  contest  is  about  to  be  inaugurated  upon 
Che  Pacific,  our  Government  will  sustain  our 
commerce  upon  the  Pacific  that  it  has  an  op- 
portunity now  to  build  tip,  or  whether  we  will 
give  that  commerce  to  foreign  companies.  I 
hope  that  we  shall  vote  this  subsidy  and  give 
adequate  protection  to  American  commerce. 
Allusion  has  been  made  to  the  fact  that  this 
bill  only  provided  for  a  subsidy  of  $300,000 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress.  That  was  in 
addition  to  the  amount  now  paid  between  San 
Francisco  and  the  Sandwich  Islands.  This  is 
for  the  entire  service,  as  I  understand,  be- 
tween San  Francisco  and  Australia,  including 
the  service  with  the  Sandwich  Islands.  That 
makes  the  difference  between  the  bill  of  last 
year  and  the  bill  now  presented  to  the  Senate. 

I  hope  and  trust  that  the  Senate  will  adopt 
this  bill,  and  that  they  will  give  the  additional 
aid  to  this  company. 
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Mr.  COLE.  Mr.  President,  I  am  too  well 
aware  of  the  great  value  of  time  to  consume 
much  of  it  even  upon  a  question  of  the  vast 
importance  that  this,  in  my  judgment,  pos- 
sesses. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  emphatically  an  age 
of  commerce.  The  nations  of  the  world  are 
looking  for  the  means  of  promoting  commerce ; 
they  are  opening  new  channels  for  it,  and  com- 
bining their  interests  in  this  direction  in  every 
way  possible.  Within  the  last  very  fewyears  two 
\  great  lines  of  commerce  have  been  opened  to 
the  world,  both  of  which  were  for  an  indefinite 
number  of  centuries  completely  closed.  I  re- 
fer to  the  line  across  the  Isthmus  of  Suez  as 
one,  and  the  other,  that  across  our  own  con- 
tinent by  railroad.  These  two  lines  have 
brought  the  United  States  and  the  nations  of 
western  Europe  in  direct  competition  in  ref- 
erence to  the  commerce  of  the  ancient  East. 
The  commerce  that  will  be  reached  by  the 
establishment  of  the  line  contemplated  in  this 
bill  is  a  branch  of  commerce  that  is  compara- 
tively new  in  the  world  j  but  it  has  been  long 
enough  in  existence  to  assume  very  great  im- 
portance. We  have  to  look  back  only  two  or 
three  hundred  years,  Mr.  President,  to  find 
the  time  when  the  commerce  with  America 
was  almost  nothing,  when  it  did  not  amount  to 
anything  worth  mentioning.  It  has  at  this 
day  grown  up  to  be  immense.  The  commerce 
of  the  south  Pacific,  though  new,  is  in  the 
aggregate  already  very  large  and  likely  to 
increase  indefinitely.  The  commerce  with 
the  British  colonies  in  that  part  of  the  world 
amounts,  as  I  am  informea  and  believe,  to 
something  like  three  hundred  and  twelve  mil- 
lion dollars  a  year,  and  is  still  growing.  But  a 
few  years  ago  only  little  of  that  came  to  Amer- 
ican ports.  That  is  true.  If  the  Senator  from 
Michigan  had  followed  the  statistics  a  little 
further  he  would  have  found  that  that  com- 
merce, so  far  as  it  was  controlled  by  the 
American  people,  has  vastly  increased  within 
the  last  two  or  three  years.  If  he  had  consid- 
ered but  a  moment  the  fact  of  the  opening  of 
the  Pacific  railroad  he  would  have  found  the 
secret  of  that  change;  and  we  see  now  by 
opening  this  communication  across  our  conti- 
nent that  we  are,  as  it  were,  forcing  the  mother 
country,  Great  Britain,  and  the  other  nations 
of  western  Europe  to  communicate  across  our 
own  country  with  these  eastern  countries. 

Great  Britain  is  always  wide  awake  to  these 
advantages.  She  is  exceedingly  vigilant  and 
active  in  reference  to  these  matters,  and  it  did 
not  take  her  long  to  discover  that  when  com- 
munication coulj  be  made  between  her  ports 
of  Liverpool  and  London  and  her  colonies  of 
Sidney  and  Melbourne  all  the  way  by  steam  it 
did  not  take  her  long  to  see  that  this  was  the 
most  speedy  way  of  opening  communication, 
and  she  has  been  sending  her  mails  by  this 
line  ever  since  it  has  been  running.  Up  to 
the  middle  of  December  last  the  amount  of 
British  mail  that  had  been  sent  between  these 
colonies  and  England,  to  and  fro,  amounted  to 
upward  of  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  thou- 
sand pounds,  and  up  to  this  time  I  presume 
that  mail  has  amounted  to  over  a  quarter  of  a 
million  pounds. 

This  I  cite  as  proof  of  the  facilities  that  are 
afforded  over  this  line  of  communication  be- 
tween these  colonies  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
mother  country.  This  commerce  is,  as  I  said, 
so  rapidly  growing,  and  the  facilities  for  it  are 
so  great,  that  we  can  presently  command  it  all. 
or  nearly  all,  and  that  is  what  I  am  hopeful 
the  American  people  and  their  representatives 
will  be  wise  enough  to  do. 

It  is  stated  that  the  mail  communication 
between  this  country  and  that  does  not  amount 
to  much.  I  have  shown  that  the  mail  com- 
munication between  the  mother  country  and 
those  colonies  over  our  own  continent  is  very 
great:  but  while  I  am  willing  to  concede 
that  tne  mail  between  the  United  States  and 
those  portions  of  the  world  is  at  present  small, 
it  is  by  no  means  inconsiderable.    I  will  con- 


cede, too,  that  it  is  not  expected  that  the  pro- 
ceeds  of  transporting  the  mails  will  reimburse 
whatever  sum  the  Government  chooses  to  pay 
for  the  carriage  of  those  mails. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  that  is  not  the  policy 
which  governs  us  even  in  our  inland  mails. 
Yon  pay  a  large  sum  of  money  for  carrying 
the  mails  from  the  frontier  of  Texas  into 
Arizona  and  New  Mexico  ;  you  pay  large 
sums  of  money  for  carrying  the  mails  from 
Salt  Lake  to  Oregon  ;  you  pay  large  sums 
of  money  for  carrying  the  mails  from  different 
points  on  the  Pacific  railroad  to  the  settle- 
ments north  and  south,  to  Montana  and  Idaho 
and  Dakota  on  the  north,  and  south  into  Utah, 
Colorado,  Arizona,  and  New  Mexico ;  you  pay 
money  many  times  the  amount  that  is  returned 
in  the  way  of  postages  to  the  Government. 
But  do  you  hesitate  to  carry  those  mails  for 
the  reason  that  they  do  not  return  to  the 
Treasury  the  amount  that  it  costs  to  carry 
them?  By  no  me^ns.  That  is  not  the  object 
you  have  in  view  in  sending  the  mails  into 
those  remote  countries.  You  send  them  there 
for  the  promotion  of  business  and  settlement, 
and  the  encouragement  of  the  industries  of  the 
country.  You  expect  to  get  your  compensa- 
tion back,  not  in  postages,  but  in  business,  and 
in  the  accumulated  wealth  there.  So,  sir,  in 
the  transportation  of  the  mails  from  your  ports 
to  these  countries  in  the  South  Pacific,  ]^ou  do 
not  expect  to  get  your  compensation  in  the 
form  of  little  petty  postages,  but  you  expect 
to  get  it  in  the  returns  of  commerce.  Why, 
sir,  in  commerce  it  often  happens  that  a  single 
letter  is  worth  a  hundred  or  a  thousand  dollars 
to  the  man  who  writes  it,  or  to  whom  it  is 
sent.  He  who  can  first  obtain  information  of 
the  wants  of  a  particular  country  is  the  best 
able  to  supply  those  wants,  and  he  reaps  the 
advantage  of  that  early  information. 

Now,  look  at  the  growth  of  commerce  since 
we  have  had  this  communication.  It  has  been, 
as  I  stated,  immenscanditpromises  very  much 
more  than  is  seen  by  persons  who  will  not  look 
at  the  facts.  But  the  business  communities  of 
this  country  look  at  the  facts.  The  Chambers  of 
Commerce  and  the  Boards  of  Trade  throughout 
the  country  have  realized  the  necessity  of  this 
line,  and  they  have  been  appealing  to  you  by 
their  resolutions  and  by  their  memorials  for 
the  last  two  or  three  years  to  afford  them  these 
facilities  for  communication  in  order  thatthev 
may  have  the  advantages  of  bnsiness  which 
otherwise  will  be  reaped  by  those  who  are  wise 
enough  as  to  establish  speedy  communication. 
I  find  here  not  only  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
of  San  Francisco  have  memoralized  Congress, 
but  the  Legislature  of  California,  and  the  Na- 
tional Board  of  Trade  that  was  held  a  year  or 
so  ago  in  Buffalo  also  memorialized  Congress 
upon  the  subject.  The  railroad  convention 
that  met  at  Chicago  in  1870  also  took  these 
steps.  The  railroad  convention  that  met  in 
Philadelphia  in  1871  also  memorialized  Con- 
gress on  this  subject  by  passing  resolutions, 
and  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  New  York 
on  November  6, 1871,  especially  recommended 
to  Congress  to  aid  this  Australian  line.  Be- 
sides that,  you  have  had  the  recommendation 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  repeatedly 
given,  and  of  the  Postmaster  General,  and  in 
several  annual  messages  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  vou  have  had  the  request 
made  of  you  to  taxe  action  in  this  matter. 
Why,  sir,  if  we  were  sitting  as  a  board  of 
trade,  as  men  engaged  in  business  rather  than 
in  making  laws,  do  you  suppose  there  would 
be  any  hesitation  about  affording  this  facility 
for  business  when  you  have  the  assurance  that 
it  will  pay? 

And  now  I  wish  to  say,  in  reply  to  my  friend 
from  Vermont,  who  says  he  wants  something 
that  will  afford  compensation,  that  that  is  just 
exactly  what  we  are  at.  If  he  is  of  opinion 
that  this  will  not  return  several  fold  into  your 
Treasury,  of  course  I  would  not  ask  him  to 
vote  for  it.  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  it  does 
pay,  tiiat  it  will  return  into  your  Treasury  | 


several  fold  the  amount  that  you,  pay  for  tie 
transportation  of  these  mails.  I  am  satl-^ssc 
of  it.  I  have  not  the  least  doubt  aboui  a 
It  seems  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  donation  3r 
of  a  subsidy,  but  so  far  as  the  Governmeot  •,< 
concerned  it  is  also  in  the  nature  of  an  ioves: 
ment,  and  I  would  say  to  the  chairman  of  ts^ 
Committee  on  Commerce  and  the  chairau-. 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance  that  it  is  so  ^ 
view  of  the  facts  that  we  obtain  revenae  I'nc 
customs  to  the  amount  of  over  two  hoodrw 
million  dollars  a  year  in  gold.  Where  do  yw 
obtain  this  vast  revenue?  Yon  get  it,  a.*, 
from  commerce ;  you  get  your  share  of  it  fr*  b 
Australia,  and  you  will  get  a  large  share  of  u 
from  there  in  a  little  while  if  jou  will  qzli 
afford  the  facilities  that  other  nations  are  «i«e 
enough  to  afford  to  their  people.  This  is  j.i: 
the  thing  that  does  pay.  It  is  like  sowing  ih* 
grain  in  the  fall  upon  the  well-cultivated  fiei-3«. 
It  returns  a  harvest  the  next  year  and  a  grea!R 
and  greater  harvest  year  after  year,  and  tkti 
is  the  fact  as  demonstrated  by  history,  not  ocw 
the  history  of  other  countries,  bat  in  th«  kis 
tory  of  our  own  so  far  as  we  have  tned  r. 
Why,  sir,  what  has  been  the  result  of  tk* 
establishment  of  the  little  mail  line  to  Brazil 
Look  at  your  statistics  of  trade  and  commerce 
in  reference  to  that,  and  see  how  they  hxrt 
swollen  up  in  these  few  years  since  yon  estab- 
lished that  line.  Look  at  the  growth  of  eoct- 
merce  that  has  taken  place  since  the  enccu'- 
agement  of  the  line  with  China  and  Japa:^ 
Why,  sir,  we  are  likely  to  take  the  trade  cr* 
those  ancient  countries  away  from  the  DadcB» 
of  Europe;  we  are  likely  to  control  ihaL  ae: 
how  and  why?  By  reason  of  the  little  aasi?:- 
ance  that  you  afford  to  these  enterpriaes  i^v 
return,  I  say,  many  fold,  and  other  nai:<ci 
are  wise  enough  to  see  it.  While  we  paj  b^: 
something  less  than  three  quarters  of  a  mili^3i 
to  sustain  the  commerce  of  this  country,  oib^r 
nations,  like  England  and  France,  pay  large 
sums  for  that  purpose.  Why,  sir,  England  ttr 
self  pays  more  than  six  million  dollars,  coast 
ing  it  in  our  currency,  for  the  support  of  li«r 
mail  carriage  by  sea.  She,  with  ail  her  &i 
vantages  of  commerce,  with  almost  no  com- 
petitor in  the  line  of  ship-building  in  all  the 
world,  sees  the  necessity  of  having  her  mails 
carried  speedily  to  these  distant  coantnH, 
from  which  she  obtains  her  raw  material  a&d 
converts  it  into  products,  and  sends  it  oot  -.3 
the  world  again  increased  many  fold  in  vake. 
and  that  is  the  way  she  makes  her  weaiik 
Why,  sir,  for  carrying  the  mail  we  are  cov 
competing  for,  that  this  line  will  compete  w-^ix 
she  pays  two  or  three  times  what  you  are  askeJ 
to  pay,  with  a  prospect,  too,  infinitely  brigtiie: 
than  she  has  in  the  expenditure. 

My  friend  from  Connecticut  says  that  tir 
products  of  our  country  are  the  same  as  thos^ 
of  Australia,  and  that  therefore  there  can  be 
no  trade  between  the  two.     Snrely  the  Seo* 
tor  could  not  have  meant  all  that.     I  as^a^ 
him  that  the  products  of  his  own  State  b^^ 
found  a  market  there.     But  the  mistake  ib^ 
I  may  be  excused  for  saying  he  makes  i^  *:. 
supposiug  that  the  advantages  of  this  tni^ 
come  by  that  line  of  steamers  alone.     Bj  nv> 
means.     The  trade,  of  course,  has  the  adV^ 
tage  of  speedy  communication  by  that  Hoe  vf 
Steamers,  but  the  trade  is  carried  on  by  oUl-  ' 
vessels.     I  have  a  statement  here,  made  bst 
two  or  three  days  ago,  from  the  collector  of 
the  port  of  Boston,  showing  the  amount  o: 
products  of  those  countries  that  have  coose 
into  that  port  within  the  last  six  months.  &od 
I  hear  of  vessels  that  have  been   loaded  i: 
Boston,  New  York,  and  other  eastern  porj» 
for  those  countries,  and  the  trade  comes  baci 
in  the  shape  of  raw  material. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  Will  the  Sentu: 
permit  me  to  say  a  word  T 

Mr.  COLE.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  know  that  wVu 
the  Senator  states  is  correct,  that  vessels  \c%i 
in  Australia  for  Boston  and  New  York.  &cd 
they  load  in  Boston  and  New  York  for  Acr 
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trslia,  and  tbey  will  contiDue  to  do  so.  The 
communication  from  San  Francisco  to  Aat- 
tralia  cannot  prevent  that.  The  heavy  ma- 
terials, the  materials  of  low  value  which  are 
produced  in  Australia  and  are  wanted  for  the 
eastern  market,  must  com^  by  the  cheapest 
means  of  transportation ;  and  that  is  not  by 
way  of  a  railroad  for  three  thousand  miles. 

Now,  I  will  ask  the  Senator  to  inquire  into 
the  cargo  which  is  being  shipped  from  Aus- 
tralia to-day,  and  he  will  find  that  which  is  to 
be  transported  to  Boston  and  New  York  is 
mainly  wool,  because  wool  is  higher  to-day 
than  it  almost  ever  was ;  it  is  because  there  is 
a  scarcity  of  wool  throughout  the  world.  The 
demand  for  it  has  been  greater  than  the  pro- 
duction the  last  two  years.  Let  that  con- 
tinue, and  while  it  continues  you  may  get  a 
portion  of  the  wool  across  the  continent ;  but 
let  that  cease,  and  let  the  market  be  supplied, 
and  you  will  find  no  such  transportation  of 
wool  across  this  continent. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  cannot  remember  all  of  the 
long  interrogation  I  have  had  from  the  Sen- 
ator ;  but  I  remember  the  point  of  it,  I  believe. 
He  says  that  those  vessels  do  now  load  in  the 
ports  of  Boston  and  New  York,  and  that  they 
will  continue  to  load  there.  That  is  the  mis- 
take which  I  think  I  can  convince  the  Senator 
he  is  laboring  under.  Gut  off  this  steam  com- 
munication between  our  western  ports  and  the 
ports  of  Australia,  and  the  communications 
will  go  more  speedily  by  the  Peninsular  and 
Oriental  line  through  the  canal  and  Isthmus 
of  Suez,  and  the  British  and  French  and  Ger- 
man merchants  will  be  informed  first  of  the 
wants  of  Australia;  and  then,  instead  of  these 
ships  loading  in  Boston  and  New  York,  tbey 
will  be  loading  in  Liverpool  and  London  and 
Havre  and  other  European  ports. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  Let  me  say  to  the 
Senator  that  I  have  a  little  experience,  and  I 
am  shipping  goods  every  month  to  Australia, 
and  not  one  package  in  fifty  goes  by  way  of 
j^ondoo. 

Mr.  COLE.  Of  course  not.  They  go  directly 
fram  the  Senator* s  own  State  to  Australia,  and 
in  consequence  of  information  first  received 
of  the  wants  of  that  country  by  him  and  his 
constituents  in  Connecticut,  which  is  received 
over  this  line  established  at  present  in  con- 
nection with  the  Pacific  railroad. 

I  believe  I  am  right  in  this  matter.  If  I  did 
not  think  so,  I  would  not  be  so  emphatic  in 
regard  to  it  I  believe  that  the  advantage  con- 
sists not  so  much  in  the  commerce  that  is  car- 
ried on  in  these  very  ships,  for  that  does  not 
amount  to  so  much;  but  by  looking  over  the 
trade  reports  and  the  commercial  reports  you 
will  find  that  large  numbers  of  vessels  load  in 
those  ports  for  our  ports  and  in  our  ports  for 
those  ports,  and  this  is  something  that  has 
sprung  up  of  late.  It  is  a  commerce  that  is 
growing,  it  is  a  commerce  that  is  increasing 
rapidly,  and  the  question  now  is,  wilF  you  let 
it  drop? 

Mr.  President,  I  have  to  hurry  over  the 
points,  because  I  have  no  time  to  elaborate 
them.  There  is  another  objection  raised  to 
this  bill,  that  it  will  aid  a  particular  line  which 
has  been  running  already.  To  be  sure,  it  has 
been  running  for  a  year.  The  gentleman  who 
is  running  the  line  (Mr.  Webb)  was  here  a 
year  ago  asking  the  aid  of  Congress  to  estab- 
Jish  it.  Having  the  spare  ships,  he  has  com- 
menced to  run  them,  receiving  a  good  deal  of 
encouragement  from  members  of  Congress 
and  others  that  he  would  be  supported  in  his 
enterprise.  He  believed  that  others  would 
take  the  enlightened  view  of  the  subject 
that  he  himself  took,  and  that  his  Gov- 
ernment would  stand  by  him  in  a  matter  of 
BO  much  importance  to  the  whole  country. 
He  has  been  running  those  ships  without 
ttid  thus  far  by  putting  down  the  price  of 
freight  and  passage.  He  has  been  able  thus 
far  to  maintain  himself;  but  his  ships  are 
•vearing  out;  his  ships  are  naturally  decaying; 
be  has  do  fund  being  laid  up  with  which  to 


replace  them  when  they  are  entirely  useless 
from  wear  and  tear.  It  is  but  fair  that  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  should  aid 
and  support  him  in  his  enterprise.  As  was 
stated  by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  he  has  by  his 
enterprise  been  putting  a  large  amount  of 
money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  stated- that  the  increase  of  the  revenue 
since  the  establishment  of  this  line  was  some- 
thing more  than  a  million  dollars.  I  do  not 
doubt  that.  I  do  not  know  the  exact  figures, 
of  course ;  we  cannot  get  the  exact  figures 
down  to  any  particular  date,  but  we  know  that 
the  increase  is  large ;  we  know  that  it  amounts 
to  a  considerable  sum;  and  by  sustaining  him 
in  his  enterprise  we  should  be  only  paying  him 
back  a  portion  of  what  he  has  himself  put  into 
the  Treasury,  and  enable  him  to  continue  his 
great  enterprise. 

Other  nations  have  not  hesitated  to  afford 
assistance  in  cases  like  this.  The  French  Go7- 
ernmentin  establishing  their  line  advanced  the 
means  to  the  company  that  built  the  ships  and 
guarantied  them  a  percentage,  I  think  five  or 
six  per  cent.,  upon  tne  whole  amount  of  invest- 
ment during  a  certain  period,  I  believe  fifteen 
years.  The  English  Government  has  abo 
afforded  large  assistance  to  her  lines  of  this 
kind,  not  for  the  commerce  that  is  done  upon 
them,  but  as  I  said  for  the  purpose  of  expediting 
the  communication  between  that  country  and 
the  ports  with  which  she  is  connected  by  these 
lines.  That  is  the  end  she  has  in  view,  and 
she  has  not  hesitated  to  pay  out  of  her.  treas- 
ury large  sums  of  money  in  the  way  of  this 
assistance  and  for  carrying  the  mails,  as  you 
pay  out  monev  for  carrying  the  land  mails. 
She  knows  full  well  that  that  is  the  way  in 
which  she  has  controlled  commerce.  She 
knows  full  well  that  these  things  return  ten- 
fold and  twenty- fold  sometimes.  We,  as  I 
have  said,  have  had  the  proof  in  our  own 
little  experience  to  the  same  effect.  Now,  all 
I  ask  is  that  the  Senate  shall  under  stand  this 
matter  as  it  is.  I  know  that  in  the  multi- 
plicity of  business  which  is  brought  before 
members  of  the  Senate  and  the  other  House 
it  is  difficult  for  them  to  look  through  the 
figures  in  relation  to  a  matter  of  this  kind,  but 
I  hope  that  the  Senate  will  be  disposed  to  give 
some  heed  at  all  events  to  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  who  have  looked 
into  the  matter  thoroughly  and  have  examined 
it  (Tftrefully. 

There  is  one  other  point.  This  is  assumed 
to  be  a  matter  for  the  advantage  of  California. 
I  disclaim  that.  It  is  true  that  it  is  some  ad- 
vantage to  Califoniia,  but  it  is  an  advantage 
to  the  nation  at  large,  and  not  to  California  in 
particular.  It  is  true  that  this  commerce,  or 
a  small  portion  of  it,  such  as  is  done  by  these 
vessels,  will  come  through  the  Golden  Gate.  It 
is  true  that  is  the  entrepot  of  it,  but  the  Golden 
Gate  is  simply  the  mouth  through  which  the 
aliment  that  is  to  feed  the  whole  body-politic 
enters.  Making  it  a  local  question  is  like 
trying  to  excite  a  feeling  between  the  different 
parts  of  this  Republic,  and  it  reminds  me  of  the 
fable  of  the  dispute  that  once  took  place  be- 
tween the  different  members  of  the  human 
body.  They  concluded  that  they  would  not 
support  each  other,  and  they  particularly 
found  fault  with  the  lazy  stomach  that  received 
all  the  aliment  that  was  provided  by  the  hands 
and  feet.  It  was  by  agreement  between  the 
members  withheld,  and  finally  the  whole  body 
perished.  We  are  likely  to  commit  a  like 
error  in  this  case  in  believing  this  is  for  the 
benefit  of  California  in  particular.  It  is  not 
for  her  benefit  more  than  for  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  country.  It  happens  to  be  there 
that  this  line  touches  our  country,  and  that  is 
all.     It  is  a  benefit  to  the  whole. 

It  has  been  of  vast  benefit  to  the  lines  of 
railroad  across  the  continent,  to  the  different 
cities  in  the  interior,  and  New  York  sees  the 
advantage.    New  York  herself  is  not  jealous  ot 
San  Francisco  or  of  California.  She  memorial- 


ized Congress  by  her  Chamber  of  Commerce  a 
year  or  so  ago.  So  did  Chicago  and  Philadel- 
phia, and  I  think  Cincinnati  and  other  cities 
have  done  so  likewise. 

I  cannot  go  into  this  matter  as  fully  as  I 
should  like.  I  only  regret  that  there  is  this 
want  of  time ;  and  being  desirous  that  we  shall 
obtain  a  vote  on  this  bill  to-day,  in  order  that 
it  may  not  longer  be  held  to  be  a  source  of 
trouble  to  this  body,  as  it  has  been  in  the  past, 
because  I  know  I  have  tried  to  get  it  up  several 
times,  hoping  to  get  a  vote,  I  shall  say  no  more 
on  this  occasion. 

Mr.  President,  the  bill  as  reported  is  in  the 
form  that  it  ought  to  pass.  I  am  satisfied  of 
that.  It  is  just,  it  is- fair  toward  the  company, 
toward  those  who  are  running  the  line.  It  pro- 
poses to  combine  with  the  line  you  are  now 
subsidizing  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  a  limited 
little  group,  this  line,  which  will  connect  with 
other  groups  in  the  south  Pacific  and  with  the 
fifth  continent  of  the  world,  Australia,  which 
has  large  cities,  larger  than  San  Francisco, 
and  almost  as  large  as  Cincinnati,  St.  Louis, 
and  Chicago,  which  will  be  connected  with  us 
by  this  hue  of  steamships.  Unless  you  do 
this,  you  will  see  in  a  short  time,  in  a  few 
months  I  fear,  the  great  error  that  you  have 
committed  in  letting  go  the  advantage  which 
you  have  the  right  to  enjoy  by  reason  of  your 
location  between  the  old  countries  of  Europe 
and  the  ancient  East.  We  are  in  a  position 
to  command  this  commerce  to  a  very  great 
extent,  and  we  ought  to  do  it. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Mr.  President,  I  hold 
in  my  hand  now  more  recent  statistics  than  I 
had  before  me  a  few  moments  ago  when  I  was 
on  the  floor.  It  is  as  well,  perhaps,  to  rely  on 
the  official  figures,  and  not  make  loose  esti- 
mates. When  I  was  up  before  I  g[ave  the  com- 
merce of  the  port  of  Melbourne  with  the  whole 
United  States  for  three  quarters  of  a  year.  I 
am  able  now  to  give  the  whole  commerce  of 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  for  the  entire  year 
dosing  June  80,  1870.  The  amount  of  mer- 
chandise during  the  fiscal  year  imported  b^  us 
from  Australia  and  New  Zealand  in  American 
vessels  was  $66,716 ;  in  foreign  vessels,  $212,- 
249;  or  in  all  for  the  whole  year,  $278,964. 
The  whole  amount  of  exports  shioped  by 
American  vessels  to  Australia  and  New  Zea- 
land, which  covers  petroleum,  tobacco,  and 
every  other  product,  was  but  $2,272,728  in 
American  vessels,  and  in  foreign  vessels 
$1,147,250,  and  the  total  amount  for  that  year 
was  $3,419,978.  Then  the  whole  amount  for 
the  year  ending  June  80, 1871,  which  brings  us 
to  the  last  year,  is  represented  by  the  follow- 
ing figures  :  merchandise  imported  in  Ameri- 
.  can  vessels,  $28,562 ;  in  foreign  vessels,  $256,- 
859;  in  all,  $285,411,  or  an  increase  of  about 
$7,000.  Then  there  was  of  domestic  produce 
exported  carried  in  American  vessels,  $1,481,- 
854,  and  in  foreign  vessels  $887,992,  or  a  total 
of  $2,869,346,  or  a  falling  off  of  over  $1,000,- 
000 ;  and  during  a  part  of  that  year  this  line  was 
running.  This  simply  shows  that  if  the  enorm- 
ous sums  represented  here  are  paid  into  the 
Treasury  by  this  line,  they  must  come  from 
some  very  uncertain  source,  for  the  whole 
amount  of  every  sort,  kind,  and  description, 
free  goods  and  everything  else,  was  $1,000,000 
less  m  1871  than  it  was  in  1870,  when  our 
whole  trade  with  New  Zealand,  Australia,  and 
from  all,  amounted  to  about  two  and  a  half 
millions. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  have 
looked  at  this  bill  as  one  of  the  series  of  bills 
which  are  to  be  pressed  upon  Congress  to  take 
something  like  four,  five,  or  six  millions  a 
year  from  the  Treasury  to  promote  commerce. 
I  have  endeavored  to  compare  these  different 
routes  and  the  value  of  them  to  the  commerce 
of  our  country,  to  see  which,  if  any,  ought  to 
'  be  assisted.  There  is  one  line  to  Brazil,  a 
very  important  line,  by  which  we  procure  the 
great  body  of  the  coffee  consumed  in  this 
country.  There  is  another  line  to  China, 
which  is  the  most  important  of  all,  and  for  which 
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we  are  now  paying  at  the  rate  of  $600,000  a 
year,  and  we  have  a  coinmerce  with  China  of 
something  like  twenty-five  or  thirty  million 
dollars  per  annum.  We  imnort  alone  from 
China,  according  to  my  recollection — I  have 
sent  for  the  papers — over  twenty  odd  million 
dollars  per  annum. 

I  find  by  the  papers  just  handed  to  me  that 
our  total  importations  from  China  last  year 
were  $20,066,815,  and  our  exports  amounted 
to  something  like  $5,000,000  so  that  our  com- 
merce with  China  is  $25,000,000.  Besides, 
China  is  an  old  civilization,  an  old  country, 
containing  from  three  to  four  hundred  million 
people.  China,  Japan,  and  the  adjacent  coun- 
tries have  a  civilization  unlike  ours,  and  with 
them  we  necessarily  have  a  great  amount  of 
commerce ;  and  therefore,  if  there  is  to  be  an 
appropriation  from  the  Treasury  to  support 
any  line  of  steamships,  that  is  the  one  we 
should  naturally  select. 

Again,  there  are  various  plans  proposed  to 
establish  American  lines  between  this  country 
and  Europe.  The  great  body  of  oar  commerce 
is  with  Europe.  We  have  with  Great  Britain 
alone  a  commerce,  including  exports  and  im* 
ports,  of  over  three  hundred  and  sixty  million 
dollars.  The  great  body  of  our  commerce  is 
with  Europe.  On  the  other  hand,  we  have 
this  .line  to  Australia  with  which  we  have  a 
commerce  of  about  three  or  four  million  dol- 
lars altogether.  Last  year  our  imports  from 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  amounted  to 
$285,000,  and  our  exports  to  $3,920,000.  If 
we  are  about  to  abandon  the  policy  adopted 
some  ten  or  twelve  years  ago,  and  engage 
again  in  subsidizing  vessels  upon  the  ocean, 
we  ought  undoubtedly  to  subsidize  the  trade 
with  countries  with  whom  we  have  large  com- 
mercial relations.  From  Brazil  we  buy  coffee 
and  wood  and  a  great  variety  of  articles  not 
produced  in  this  country.  With  Cuba  we 
have  a  very  large  commerce  in  sugar  and  other 
tropical  productions.  With  all  the  countries 
of  Europe  we  have  an  enormous  commerce, 
many  times  a  hundred- fold  the  comiherce 
we  can  establish  with  Australia  and  New 
Zealand.  With  China  and  Japan  we  have 
a  growing  commerce,  which,  in  my  judgment, 
ought  to  be  carefully  husbanded  and  improved 
whenever  occasion  offers.  But  what  motive 
induces  us  to  vote  $5,000,000  to  establish  a 
steam  line  with  Australia  and  New  Zealand? 

Mr.  CORBSTT.  Five  million  dollars,  does 
the  Senator  say  ? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Yes,  sir ;  $5,000,000  is 
the  amount  appropriated  by  this  bill.  It  author- 
izes a  contract  for  ten  years  at  $500,000  a  year, 
and  during  those  ten  years  the  faith  of  the 
nation  is  pledged  to  pay  the  $500,000  a  year. 
We  not  only  appropriate  $5,000,000,  payable 
$500,000  a  year,  but  we  ^ive  $500,000  for  ser- 
vices already  rendered  without  law.  lu  other 
words,  we  give  a  bounty  for  the  past  as  well  as 
a  promise  for  the  future. 

Now,  sir,  is  it  wise,  if  we  are  about  to  enter 
upon  this  subsidy  business,  to  select  that  line 
which  from  its  connections  and  its  nature  and 
our  commerce  upon  it,  cannot  be  a  profitable 
one  to  us?  Why  is  that?  Australia  is  a  vast 
continent  in  the  sea,  or  an  island,  seven  thou- 
sand miles  from  San  Francisco.  This  line  is 
longer  than  all  the  American  lines  combined, 
twofold  the  distance  between  here  and  Eng- 
land, much  longer  than  the  line  to  Brazil  and 
Buenos  Ayres.  From  Australia  they  have  nav- 
igation to  London  coming  around  the. south 
coast  of  Africa.  We  have  also  vessels  of 
various  kinds  carrying  the  great  body  of  the 
commerce  that  is  represented  by  our  Austra- 
lian ships  from  the  eastern  coast  around  by 
the  coast  of  South  America  to  Australia. 

Besides,  Australia  is  a  British  province. 
The  advantages  that  are  derived  ^om  this 
line  will  inure  mainly  to  Qreat  Britain.  The 
chief  exploit  it  has  accomplished  is  to  carry 
the  British  mail,  to  shorten  the  lines  of  com- 
munication between  this  province  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  mother  country.     The  mails 


between  this  country  and  Australia  are  com- 
paratively light.  Besides,  if  there  is  any  pro- 
duction to  be  consumed  in  Australia,  Great 
Britain  can  sell  cheaper  than  we  can.  They 
are  a  new  country ;  their  products  are  raw ; 
their  chief  exports  are  wool  and  similar  pro- 
ducts of  the  farm  and  the  mine.  Gold  and 
wool  may  be  said  to  be  the  chief  exports  of 
Australia.  Where  will  they  go  ?  Where  our 
wool  and  our  gold  go.  The  price  in  London 
fixes  the  value  of  our  wool  as  well  as  it  does 
that  of  Australia.  Beside  that,  if  we  wish  to 
get  a  market  for  wool,  or  if  we  wish  to  import 
wool  into  this  country,  where  do  we  go  for 
it?  We  go  to  London  to  buy  our  Australian 
wool.  The  great  body  of  the  wool  imported 
into  this  country  is  from  South  America,  the 
plains  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  the  hills  of  Brazil. 
That  is  the  great  wool  market  of  our  own 
country  aside  from  the  domestic  supply,  which 
is  now  largely  increasing  year  by  year. 

It  seems  to  me,  therefore,  that  if  this  is  to 
be  an  entering- wedge  of  the  principle  of  sub- 
sidies that  was  settled  adversely  some  twelve 
or  fifteen  years  ago,  this  Australian  line  is  not 
the  one  that  should  be  put  forward  by  the 
friends  of  subsidized  lines.  I  have  tried  to 
reason  myself  into  the  conviction,  and  I  think 
I  have  pretty  nearly  reached  the  conviction 
that  it  would  be  wise  for  us,  even  at  the  ex- 
pense of  $500,000  more  per  year,  to  sustain 
the  China  line.  I  had  rather  appropriate 
$5,000,000  a  year  to  maintain  our  commerce 
with  China  and  Japan  than  to  appropriate 
$200,000  to  maintain  a  commerce  with  a  Brit- 
ish possession,  the  interests  of  which  must 
necessarily  be  adverse  to  us,  because  Great 
Britain  from  her  superior  commercial  rela- 
tions, from  the  cheapness  of  her  labor,  from 
the  development  of  her  manufacturing,  can 
supply  a  new  country  like  Australia  much 
cheaper  than  we  can  with  all  the  manufactur* 
ing  products  demanded  by  the  people. 

But  in  the  case  of  China,  the  character  of 
the  products  is  so  unlike  ours  that  we  may 
transport  to  her  almost  every  production  of 
our  looms,  almost  every  production  of  our 
workshops,  almost  every  production  of  our 
farms.  We  ma^  give  to  them  our  civilization  ; 
we  may  derive  from  China  luxuries  and  com- 
forts for  our .  people  from  the  productions  of 
two  or  three  hundred  million  busy  laborers 
where  labor  is  cheap.  There  is  a  commerce 
that  is  profitable  to  us,  every  part  of  which  is 
profitable  to  us ;  but  the  commerce  of  Aus- 
tralia necessarily  must  be  an  unprofitable  com- 
merce. My  honorable  friend  from  Connec- 
ticut stated  it  in  a  nutshell :  they  produce 
Nothing  but  what  we  can  produce  and  do  pro- 
duce; their  wool  and  their  gold  are  the  staples 
of  the  western  portion  of  our  own  country,  and 
also,  so  far  as  wool  is  concerned,  of  nearly 
every  State  in  the  Union.  Their  productions 
come  in  competition  with  ours.  The  wool  of 
Australia  comes  in  competition  with  the  wools 
of  Ohio  and  the  wools  of  all  the  interior 
States ;  but  with  China  our  trade  is  necessarily 
wan  exchange  of  products  of  a  different  char- 
acter. Therefore,  if  we  are  to  enter  upon  the 
system  of  subsidizing  vessels,  let  us  send  a 
weekly  line,  or  if  necessary  even  a  more  fre- 
quent line,  to  China, 

I  have  been  endeavoring  to  find  in  the  sta- 
tistics furnished  by  Senators  some  evidences 
of  a  growing  commerce  here.  I  do  not  see 
where  it  is.  It  is  very  certain,  as  is  stated  by 
the  Senator  from  Michigan,  that  in  1870  our 
commerce  with  these  countries  was  greater 
than  it  was  in  1871.  It  is  true,  that  does  not 
affect  the  argument  as  to  the  influence  of  this 
line,  because  as  this  line  only  commenced 
running  in  April,  1871,  and  our  statistics  and 
returns  only  come  down  to  June  or  July,  1871, 
it  is  not  fair  to  say  that  this  line  has  had  a 
chance  for  a  fair  trial. 

Mr.  NYE.  Will  the  honorable  Senator  let  me 
give  him  some  statistics  that  are  quite  modern? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  presume  that  I  have 
the  same  paper  here. 


Mr.  NYE.  This  is  a  report  of  the  tn^de  of 
the  ports  of  Boston  and  New  York  during  t^ 
last  six  months. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  care  anyt^icf 
about  that.  I  have  had  so  often  occasioa  to 
test  the  reports  of  Boards  of  Trade 

Mr.  NYE.  This  is  an  official  report  froa 
the  collectors  of  the  porta,  not  from  any  Board 
of  Trade. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.    Then  I  will  hear  it. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  thought  so.  I  think  as  llrt.V 
of  Boards  of  Trade  aa  the  Senator  does.  This 
is  a  statement  of  merchandise  imported  direct 
into  the  ports  of  New  York  and  Boaton  dnrijii 
the  six  months  ending  April  7, 1872,  from  Asis- 
tralia  and  New  Zealand,  famished  by  the  col- 
lectors of  New  York  and  Boston.  The  aggre- 
gate, without  going  through  the  details,  abovj 
the  duties  paid  at  Boston  in  this  period  to  U 
$125,813  92,  and  in  New  York  $269,901  50. 
making  the  aggregate  of  duties  p^d  at  the  twn 
custom- houses  during  that  time  on  this  tr&ie 
$395,716  42.  It  sUtes  in  detail  what  d$ 
articles  were 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  great  body  of  thes 
was  wool,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  NYE.  A  good  deal  wool,  and  a  large 
amount  gum.  There  are  two  or  three  facto- 
ries now  started  to  use  the  Anstraliao  gum. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  Senator  from  Con- 
necticut has  already  stated  that  the  trade  is 
wool  is  abnormal.  The  supply  in  the  Buecoi 
Ayres  market  was  suddenly  exhaasted,  and  *be 
price  of  wool  has  gone  np  all  over  the  wori<l, 
and  therefore  it  is  that  we  are  now  importing  IL 

Mr.  N  YE.  I  want  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  as  he  is  familiar  with  this  sabject,  if  cb* 
quality  of  the  wool  prodaced  in  Aastralta,  so^ 
which  we  import  from  there,  is  not  altogether 
a  different  quality  from  that  prodaced  in  cor 
own  country,  and  whether  it  is  not  broagbt 
here  for  certain  purposes  that  our  wool  viil 
not  do  for? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  a  qaestion  wfaie^ 
I  will  refer  to  my  honorable  friend  from  Con- 
necticut. I  know  there  is  quite  a  differecee 
in  the  grades  of  wool.  The  wools  product 
in  South  America  are  unlike  oars,  and  v« 
import  them  largely. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  would  say  tbst 
Australia  produces  some  of  the  finest  wool  in 
the  world,  some  of  the  best,  and  the  Lo&doi: 
market  is  the  market  to  which  maonfactorers 
go  for  the  purpose  of  finding  the  choice  Ans- 
tralian  wool,  and  it  is  brought  into  this  cosa- 
try  and  used  for  the  finest  purposes.  Tbere 
is  a  lower  class  of  wool  which  is  used  to  some 
extent  for  carpeting,  but  not  to  a  greaX  exteoL 
Those  wools  come  mainly  from  South  Amer- 
ica. And  now  I  want  to  ask  the  Senator  from 
Nevada  a  single  question. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  will  get  through  io  a 
moment!  and  then  give  way.  I  hi^pen  to 
know,  from  another  source  of  informatioo,  aa 
authori^r  very  friendly  to  the  view  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Nevada,  a  statement  made  by  a 
gentleman  who  no  doubt  would  be  very  mach 
in  favor  of  this  line,  that  from  the  nature  cS 
things  it  was  impossible  to  divert  the  wool 
trade  of  Australia  either  to  New  York  or  to 
San  Francisco.  It  must  necessarily  and  does 
now  go  to  London,  and  if  the  Senator  will 
hear  me  through  he  will  see  the  logic  of  it. 

There  is  now  a  discriminating  duty  agaissi 
property  imported  into  this  country  from  be- 
yond the  Gape  of  Good  Hope  of  ten  per  cent. : 
and  yet  in  spite  of  that  discrimiuating  datj 
against  indirect  importations  and  in  favor  of 
direct  importations  from  countries  beyond  tbe 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  wool  of  Australia 
goes  to  London.  1  inquired  of  this  gentiemao 
how  this  came  about.  He  appealed  to  the 
Committee  on  Finance  to  repeal  this  d<^cnB- 
inating  duty  in  order  to  allow  them  to  get  t]» 
wool  from  Australia  in  the  cheapest  maiiec. 
That  was  in  London,  instead  of  beio^  oot  is 
Australia,  although  the  discrimination  in  &TOr 
of  direct  importation  from  Australia  here  wis 
ten  per  cent,  as  against  London  by  our  tarif 
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aw.  His  aaswer  was  this:  that  from  the 
lature  of  the  commercial  relations  which  sub* 
iisted  between  a  colony  of  Great  Britain  and 
he  mother  country  it  must  necessarily  go  to 
London  for  a  market.  Why?  Because  the 
ivool  of  Australia  is  paid  for  one  year  in  ad- 
/ancG.  The  factors  in  London  advance  money 
.0  the  wool  producers  in  Australia  a  year  in 
idvance,  and  the  crop  is  mortgaged  and  must 
necessarily  be  sent  to  London  for  a  market,  and 
.he  only  place  that  the  American  consumer  of 
,his  wool  can  get  it  is  by  going  to  London  for 
t.  These  are- things  which  we  cannot  change 
mtil  labor  in  this  country  is  cheaper  than  it  is 
II  England,  until  money  in  this  country  is 
:heuperthan  it  is  in  England,  and  until  Aus- 
;ralia  ceases  to  be  a  dependence  of  the  British 
Grovernment.     This  is  the  answer. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  impossible  to  divert  the 
productions  of  a  colony  from  the  mother  coun- 
Ty.  The  only  reason  why  Great  Britain  for 
^ears  has  maintained  her  colonial  policy  is 
.hat  she  monopolizes  the  trade  of  her  colonies. 
That  is  the  only  reason  ;  and  the  wisdom  of 
aer  commercial  policy  is  so  acute  that  all  her 
treasury  regulations,  all  her  commercial  regu- 
lations, are  framed,  with  a  view  to  compel  every 
::olonial  product  that  is  possible  to  go  to  the 
mother  country  to  seek  a  market.  We  cannot 
change  it,  nor  can  we  change  it  until  labor  is 
cheaper  in  this  country  than  in  Australia  or 
Bitgland,  until  money  is  worth  less  here  than 
it  is  there,  and  until  Australia  ceases  to  be  a 
dependency  of  the  British  Government. 

Mr.  President,  in  my  judgment  whatever 
may  be  thought  of  the  general  principle  ot  a 
subsidy,  it  is  not  wise  for  the  Government  of 
he  United  States  to  expend  $5,000,000  in 
rowing  up  stream,  as  mv  friend  from  Connecti- 
::ut  described  it,  in  endeavoring  to  change  the 
:;urrent  of  trade  from  a  colony  of  Great  Brit- 
eiin  to  the  United  States.  It  is  impossible  to 
io  it.  This  line  may  be  established  ;  it  may 
to  a  certain  extent  succeed ;  it  may  transport 
even  the  products  of  Australia  via  San  Fran- 
cisco and  New  York  to  London ;  it  may  trans- 
port the  mails  of  that  country  in  the  same 
way ;  but  what  good  is  that  to  Americans  7 
What  good  is  that  to  us?  Very  little.  Un- 
ioubtedly  it  is  some  good ;  but  is  it  worth 
$500,000  a  year?  Is  it  worth  $5,000,000  in 
ten  years?  In  my  judgment  it  is  not.  There- 
fore, if  we  are  to  enter  on  this  principle  of 
granting  subsidies  let  us  take  a  case  where 
the  argument  of  commercial  intercourse  is  so 
strong  as  it  is  with  China  or  with  Brazil. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.     Or  Mexico. 

Mr.  SHEHMAN.  Perhaps  with  Mexico; 
:hat  is  a  short  line;  but  it  must  be  remembered 
;hat  this  seven  thousand  miles  from  Sau  Fran- 
cisco to  Melbourne  and  Sydney  is  longer  than 
;he  distance  from  here  to  Liverpool  and  from 
Sew  Orleans  to  Mexico,  and  i  was  about  to 
say  from  New  York  to  Kio  de  Janeiro ;  but 
;bat  is  not  true;  but  it  is  longer  than  two  or 
:bree  of  these  other  lines.  I  therefore  shall 
iote  against  this  subsidy,  because  I  do  not 
relieve  that  the  interest  of  the  Government  is 
iivolved  to  the  amount  that  is  now  proposed 

0  be  granted  by  this  bill,  and  certainly  I  never 
vould  vote  for  your  bill  to  go  as  a  mere  bounty 
or  a  service  already  done,  and  even  antedat- 
iig  the  contract  more  than  a  year,  and  paying 
^500,000  for  that. 

Why,  sir,  something  is  said  about  shipbuild- 
n^.  Some  gentlemen  say  this  will  promote 
ibip-building.  Sir,  this  contract  does  not  re- 
quire this  company  to  build  a  single  vessel. 
L  bey  are  running  American-built  vessels,  per- 
laps  very  good  ones;  and  therefore  this  is  for 
be  employment  of  American  vessels  in  this 
rade.  It  is  not  for  building  new  vessels.  If 
hey  have  occasion  to  build  new  ones,  they  are 
)ound  to  build  them  of  American  structure  of 

1  certain  kind  and  of  a  certain  character,  and 
'^ery  good  vessels  ;  but  there  is  no  stipulation 
lere,  which  I  have  seen,  that  requires  them 
o  build  so  many  vessels  per  year  or  so  many 
vessels  in  the  ten  years.    They  may  buy  the 


vessels.     There  is  no  stipulation  here  as  to 
the  number  of  vessels  they  shall  build. 

Mr.  COLE.     All  they  need. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  They  have  carried  on 
the  stipulations  of  this  contract  with  the  ves- 
sels they  have  on  hand.  Is  there  any  stipula- 
tion that  they  shall  build  new  ones?  They 
must  have  had  enough  to  earn  $500,000  the 
last  year,  or  else  the  Senator  from  California 
would  not  propose  to  grant  it  to  them.  1  see 
no  stipulation  here  in  this  contract  for  the 
interest  of  the  Government.  Whatever  bene 
fit  is  derived  is  derived  by  the  English  Govern- 
ment. Now,  to-day,  it  would  be  just  as  advan- 
tageous for  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
including  California,  to  have  every  dollar  of 
this  stock  owned  by  English  subjects,  and  every 
one  of  these  vessels  sailing  under  the  English 
flag,  BO  far  as  the  money  view  is  concerned. 

Mr.  President,  this  is  only  the  entering- wedge 
to  a  great  question  which  I  am  anxious  to 
approach  whenever  it  is  presented  in  a  broad 
and  catholic  way.  That  is  how  to  build  up  the 
commerce  of  this  country  and  restore  it  to  its 
ancient  prestige.  My  own  judgment  for  some 
time  has  been  that  the  only  way  is  to  admit 
foreign  built  vessels  at  a  reasonable  duty  into 
our  pQrts  to  carry  the  American  flag  in  com- 
petition on  the  seas  with  all  the  vessels  of  the 
world  until  we  can  encourage  the  building  of 
vessels  here  at  home,  as  I  believe  in  a  snort 
time  will  be  the  case.  My  confident  anticipa- 
tion is  that  within  five  years  from  this  time  the 
iron  interests  of  this  country  will  be  so  rapidly 
developed  that  we  can  build  in  this  country 
iron  vessels,  as  we  formerly  did  wooden  ves- 
sels, to  compete  with  the  world.  For  some 
time  we  maintained  a  protective  system  in 
favor  of  our  wooden  vessels,  until  finally  the 
Baltimore  clipper  and  some  of  our  other  ves- 
sels were  the  most  famous  in  the  world,  and 
our  commerce  was  rapidly  increasing  until  the 
war  broke  out.  Then,<n  aspirit  of  false  patriot- 
ism, because  some  of  our  vessels  were  com- 
pelled by  stress  of  circumstances  to  raise  the 
British  flag,  to  change  their  colors  in  time  of 
war — when  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  protect 
them  they  pulled  down  the  American  flag,  and 
there  are  now  hundreds,  I  might  almost  say 
thousands,  of  American  vessels  bearing  the 
flag  of  France,  of  England,  and  of  other  na- 
tions— from  a  mere  false  sentiment  of  pride  we 
refused  to  allow  those  American  vessels,  Amer- 
ican built,  to  raise  again  the  star-spangled 
banner  after  the  war  was  over,  because  we  said 
we  would  not  allow  a  deserter,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  my  friend  from  Michigan,  to  come 
bacK  under  the  old  flag.  Why,  sir,  the  deserter 
was  a  prisoner,  and  there  was  no  reason  in  the 
world  except  this  false  principle  of  pride  that 
prevented  every  one  of  those  American-built 
vessels  from  coming  back  into  the  American 
navy  and  swelling  our  merchant  marine. 

So  now  when  by  your  navigation  laws  you 
absolutely  prohibit  any  foreign-built  vessel 
from  carrying  the  American  flag,  a  thing  that 
no  other  nation  does,  when  by  your  naviga- 
tion laws  you  absolutely  prohibit  under  any 
circumstances  a  foreign-built  vessel  from  car- 
rying our  flag  and  carrying  on  our  commerce 
internal  and  external,  you  deny  yourselves 
the  proud  privilege  of  being  the  most  power- 
ful naval  nation  in  the  world. 

Why,  sir,  if  you  were  to  proclaim  now  that 
foreign-built  vessels  might  by  paying  a  certain 
tonnage  duty  raise  the  American  flag  and  be 
registered  as  an  American  vessel,  in  a  week 
from  this  time  one  half  of  thn  lines  that  now 
ply  between  New  York  and  Liverpool  would 
raise  the  American  flag.  Americans  now  own 
a  large  portion  of  the  stock  in  m^ny  of  the 
leading  lines,  but  they  are  compelled  by  your 
navigation  laws,  by  the  laws  which  you  have 
passed,  to  still  carry  the  British  fla^.  Some 
of  those  vessels  are  owned  by  American  citi- 
zens. One  of  them  calls  itself  an  American 
line,  but  it  must  have  a  British  registry. 

These  are  questions  which  are  to  be  devel- 
oped, which  are  a  problem  that  we  are  to  pass 


upon.  I  am  waiting  with  patience  until  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Michigan  shall  report 
a  bill  on  this  subject  that  will  be  comprehen- 
sive in  its  character,  and  will,  I  trust,  in  a 
short  time,  without  our  engaging  in  the  danger- 
ous operation  of  subsidies,  again  establish  our 
commercial  marine,  not  only  on  the  Atlantic, 
but  on  the  Pacific. 

Sir,  I  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives some  twelve  or  thirteen  years  ago, 
when  this  subsidy  business  was  debated  at 
great  length  and  abandoned — abandoned  de- 
liberately after  full  debate  and  on  a  full  vote. 
My  friend  from  California  [Mr.  Cole]  says 
that  was  in  pro-slavery  times.  Yes;  and  it 
was  done  by  anti-slavery  votes.  What  were 
the  circumstances?  We  endeavored  to  main- 
tain by  subsidy  a  single  line  between  New 
York  and  Liverpool  called  the  Collins  line;  we 
heaped  treasures  upon  that  line,  and  what  was 
the  result  ?  It  did  not  prevent  the  superior 
competition  of  English  vessels,  and  finally  they 
had  practically  the  whule  trade  except  that 
which  was  sustained  by  these  bounties.  After  a 
long  discussion,  participated  in  by  both  Houses, 
the  subsidy  system  was  then  abandoned. 

We  cannot  maintain  our  present  system  of 
navigation  against  the  English  by  any  subsi- 
dies that  we  may  grant.  The  English  Govern- 
ment now  subsidizes  vessels  to  the  amount  of 
$6,000,000,  about  a  million  and  a  quarter 
pounds  sterling  given  to  various  lines.  But 
their  subsidies  would  not  give  the  British 
supremacy.  That  supremacy  is  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  can  build  vessels  in  England 
cheaper  than  they  can  in  this  country  or  anv 
other  country,  except  probably  in  Belgium.  It 
was  not  the  subsidies,  but  it  was  her  interest 
in  commerce,  it  was  the  cheapness  of  the 
construction  of  her  vessels,  her  superior  facili- 
ties in  manufacturing  all  the  parts  and  ele- 
ments of  a  ship,  that  gave  her  tne  advantage. 

We  never  can  regain  our  old  position  until 
we  have  the  advantage  in  ship-building  just  as 
we  had  twelve  or  fifteen  years  ago  in  building 
wooden  ships.  Why,  sir,  twelve  or  fifteen 
years  ago  the  people  of  Maine,  the  people  of 
Maryland,  the  people  all  along  the  sea-coast 
did  not  want  any  .advantage  in  regard  to  ship- 
building. Their  ships  had  the  vantage  ground. 
We  never  can  regain  our  asceudaucy  in  ship- 
building until  we  can  build  ships  as  cheaply 
as  any  other  nation. 

The  policy  that  is  wise  in  England  in  regard 
to  subsidies  is  not  wise  in  this  country.  Eng- 
land depends  mainly  upon  her  commerce.  She 
produces  no  raw  materials.  She  is  insular. 
She  depends  on  her  colonies.  She  draws  from 
Australia,  from  Canada,  from  India,  and  all 
the  countries  of  the  world  the  raw  products  of 
her  industry.  We  produce  everything  of  that 
kind.  She  is  insular;  we  are  continental.  It 
seems  to  me  we  cannot  adopt  the  English 
policy  when  the  reason  of  the  English  policy 
fails.  The  idea  of  our  voting  six  millions  of 
the  money  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
or  any  similar  sum  of  that  kind,  to  maintain 
in  sickly  existence  a  few  lines. of  steamers  on 
the  ocean  would  be  an  unwise  financial  and 
commercial  policy.  We  must  wait  a  little 
longer.  The  time  will  soon  come,  in  my  judg- 
ment, when  we  shall  be  able  to  compete  with 
Great  Britckin  and  all  other  nations  in  the  world, 
but  hot  by  the  system  of  subsidies. 

Mr.  NYE.  Mr.  President,  I  believe  the 
real  question  now  before  the  Senate  is  whether 
this  bill  shall  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce.  It  would  seem  that  those  who 
favor  these  applications  for  subsidies  to  aid 
our  commerce  are  exceedingly  unfortunate  in 
time,  place,  and  opportunity.  It  is  known  all 
over  the  Senate  atid  all  over  the  countty  that 
this  subject  has  been  under  discussion  before 
the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads 
for  more  than  two  years.  It  was  reported 
.  upon  last  year,  and  reported  upon  this  year 
with,  I  believe,  entire  unanimity  by  that  com- 
mittee. It  has  been  under  discusssion  around 
every  man's   hearthstone  almost  the  whole 
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winter ;  and  now,  when  that  committee  report 
the  bill,  we  are  met  by  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Vermont  with  a  motion  to  refer  it  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Well,  sir,  it  got  a  quick  reference  to  that 
committee,  and  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Commerce  reported  at  once  that  it  was 
all  wrong;  that  there  was  no  commerce  in 
Australia;  that  everything  had  come  wrong 
end  first  because  the  bill  did  not  come  from 
the  Committee  on  Commerce.  Tliere  is  not 
a  member  of  that  Committee  on  Commerce 
who  is  not  as  familiar  with  this  whole  subject 
as  the  committee  who  have  just  examined  it. 
I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  who 
comes  here  now  ready  to  do  anything  but  the 
thing  we  want,  as  he  always  does,  in  this  droop- 
ing condition  of  commerce,  when  this  commit- 
tee stand  charged  from  the  position  they  hold 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  to  put  forth 
some  plan,  some  project,  by  which  our  com- 
merce conld  be  strengthened  and  increased, 
why  have  they  slumbered  so  long  over  the 
wrongs  of  our  country,  and  why  have  they 
not  born  something  to  take  the  place  of  this? 
My  friend  from  Vermont  would  have  sat  still 
until  doomsday  if  he  had  not  heard  the  word 
'*  subsidy  "  used  before  he  would  have  moved 
to  refer  it  to  any  other  committee,  and  if  it 
had  come  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
he  would  have  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  because 
it  was  a  great  mail-carrying  route.  . 

Mr.  President,  the  question  is  upon  this  Sen- 
ate ;  it  is  here  now,  and  no  sort  of  quibbling 
will  do.  Suppose  the  measure  has  come  from 
the  wrong  source;  it  is  here  in  all  its  propor- 
tions, and  the  American  Senate  has  got  to 
meet  it  as  it  stands.  What  should  we  gain  by 
transferring  it  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce? 
My  friend  from  Michigan  at  once  showed  them 
he  would  be  a  dry-nurse  for  this  measure.  He 
was  ready  to  report  at  once  npon  it.  He  had 
his  report  all  made  up,  for  no  sooner  had  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  made  the  proposition 
than  instanter  he  made  the  report.  He  said  it 
was  all  nonsense;  it  was  good  for  nothing; 
and  he  held  an  old  report  in  his  hand  that 
was  made  in  1869  to  show  that  the  commerce 
of  these  countries  amounted  to  nothing. 

Why,  Mr.  President,  what  does  this  word 
'^subsidy"  mean?  Wnat  does  the  term  im- 
ply? I  ask  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio. 
Do  you  want  to  fatten  an  animal  that  is  fit  to 
kill?  No,  sir.  Does  the  farmer  act  in  that 
way?  No.  He  feeds  thepoor;  he  nurses  his 
calves,  not  his  big  oxen.  The  word  **  subsidy ' ' 
carries  with  it  the  implication  that  they  are 
weak  and  want  to  be  strengthened  ;  that  they 
are  unable  to  grapple  with  the  immediate  dif- 
ficulties that  surround  them,  and  that  they 
hope  by  a  little  aid  to  be  able  to  master,  not 
only  for  themselves,  but  for  the  honor  of  this 
country,  a  commerce  worthy  of  it. 

My  honorable  friend  from  Ohio  alludes  to 
the  occasion  when  Congress  ceased  to  grant 
subsidies.  I  recollect  well  the  history  of  that 
Collins  line.     It  was  conducted  most  extrava- 

fautly,  and,  as  the  world  says  now,  foolishly, 
t  failed  because  its  guardians  did  not  guard 
the  appropriations  and  the  subsidies  so  as  to 
command  them  and  their  application  to  the 
purpose  for  which  they  were  intended.  That 
IS  where  the  American  Congress,  in  my  judg- 
ment, made  its  first  great  mistake  in  our  com- 
merce. At  that  time,  when  that  line  in  its 
infancy  was  quivering  between  life  and  death, 
when  its  pulsations  weakened,  they  ought  to 
have  strengthened  it.  England  acted  upon  that 
theory,  and  she  drove  the  Collins  line  off  the 
Atlantic  ocean.  Had  this  country  then  stood 
firm  by  that  line,  and  stood  firm  by  the  system 
of  proper  subsiaies  to  enable  our  vessels  to 
cope  with  their  rivals,  England's  flag  would 
not  be  floating  to-day  alone  over  your  Atlantic 
ports.  There  is  where  the  mistake  lay.  There  is 
where  the  want  of  meeting  this  important  ques- 
tion is  clearly  seen.  Congress  did  not  have  the 
nerve  to  do  it,  or  did  not  have  the  disposition. 


You  have  seen  the  effect  of  the  opposite 
policy.  England  has  subsidized,  and  to-day 
her  flag  rides  triumphantly  on  every  sea  and 
ours  is  not  seen.  It  is  in  vain  for  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Ohio,  or  my  venerable 
friend  from  Connecticut,  to  give  me  a  theory 
when  I  know  that  practice,  and  I  have  seen  it 
demonstrated,  is  the  other  way.  You  say  Eng- 
land has  pursued  the  system  of  subsidizing. 
What  is  the  result?  To-day  we  have  not  a 
mail  that  goes  under  our  own  flag  to  England. 
She  has  subsidized,  and  1  ask  again  what  is 
the  result?  Go  to  Liverpool,  and  see  her  five 
miles  of  the  most  magnificent  work  the  world 
ever  produced,  the  Liverpool  docks  ;  and 
American  commerce  has  done  that.  Our 
fields,  our  workshops,  our  labor  helped  to 
build  those  docks,  but  that  commerce  had  not 
the  honor  to  be  carried  under  our  flag. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  says,  why 
it  is  seven  thousand  miles  from  San  Francisco 
to  Australia.  It  is  fully  that;  aud  it  is  ten 
thousand  miles  from  Australia  to  London,  and 
you  have  got  to  go  that  extra  three  thousand 
miles  and  back  again,  making  six  thousand 
miles,  to  g<:t  the  material  here  that  we  want. 
Now,  sir,  what  logic  is  there  in  that?  My 
friend  from  Connecticut  tolls  us  that  London 
is  the  great  wool  center.  I  propose  to  help 
break  it  up.  I  do  not  know  why  we  should 
transport  this  long  wool  that  we  want  six  thou- 
sand miles  out  of  its  way  to  accommodate 
London. 

We  are  told  that  the  seat  of  the  money 
transactions  of  the  world  is  London,  but  let 
me  toll  my  honorable  friend  from  Connecticut 
and  my  honorable  friends  from  everywhere 
that  the  next  move  of  the  moneyed  center  will 
be  to  the  cityof  New  York.  Everything  shows 
it.  Every  time  it  has  moved  it  has  moved 
westward.  Put  it  in  New  York  and  you  can- 
not change  the  decree  without  throwing  the 
world  out  of  centor.  T  expect  to  see  New 
York  the  money  center  of  the  world,  but  I  do 
not  expect  to  see  it  unless  the  citizens  of  this 
country  take  hold  and  give  a  helping  hand.  I 
am  not  content,  like  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Connecticut,  to  sit  down  and  say  it  is  set- 
tled for  all'time  to  come  that  London  is  to  be 
the  wool  center  of  the  world.  I  am  not  con- 
tent, with  the  growing  prosperity  of  this  coun- 
try, to  admit  the  fact  by  any  means  that  Lon- 
don is  to  be  the  moneyed  centor  of  the  world. 
Open  these  channels  of  commerce  to  China 
and  Australia,  and  you  make  this  country  the 
moneyed  centor,  and  my  honorable  friend 
from  Connecticut  will  have  no  more  to  buy 
bills  of  credit  upon  London  to  purchase  wool 
in  Australia ;  his  bills  of  credit  upon  his  own 
house  will  be  as  good  as  bills  of  credit  upon 
Baring  Brothers  or  Brown  Brothers  in  Lon- 
don. I  want  to  see  that,  but  it  cannot  be  done 
unless  the  American  people  rise  up  and  help 
accomplish  it. 

Seven  thousand  miles  from  San  Francisco 
to  Australia,  says  the  distinguished  Senator 
from  Ohio.  Why,  sir,  suppose  it  was  seven- 
toen  thousand;  whose  flag  should  be  there 
before  ours?  By  what  right  is  he  to  bound 
the  distance  that  the  American  flag  shall  be 
borne  upon  the  sea?  Who  has  commissioned 
him  to  say  that  if  any  country  is  over  six  thou- 
sand miles  distant  American  ships  shall  not 
go  there? 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  think  the  American 
flag  will  go  wherever  it  will  pay  to  carry  it? 
The  American  eagle  flies  everywhere. 

Mr.  NYE.  That  is  what  ails  the  Senator 
from  Ohio.  He  is  always  on  a  dead-level  cal- 
culation for  immediate  pay.  [Laughter.]  I 
am  glad  that  his  committee  does  not  consist 
of  any  more  than  it  does,  for  it  gets  them  all 
in  that  habit ;  nothing  but  dead  pay  and  a  lit- 
tle security  of  a  dollar  and  a  half  for  a  dollar 
before  you  get  it.  [Laughter.]  Other  nations 
take  some  chances  in  their  commerce ;  but  my 
friend  from  Ohio  says  ''No,  never  one  cent 
until  you  demonstrate  that  it  will  pay." 

Sir,  I  repeat  that  is  at  war  with  the  theory 


of  subsidies.  We  want  aid  lo  coDvioce  tke 
world  that  it  will  pay.  Why  not  help  B&  s 
little  ?  When  it  gets  so  that  the  Briti&h  fi«f 
bears  everything  under  it,  and  British  decb 
cover  everything  from  Australia  to  San  Fr&&- 
cisco,  then  it  is  demonstrated  thai  it  will  paj; 
when  we  cfin  build  ships  as  cheap  au  they  raii, 
it  is  demonstrated  that  it  will  pay,  aecordiiif 
to  the  theory  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio.  B&t 
when  will  that  time  come?  Never.  Yon s^ 
the  fruit,  but  have  not  the  courage  to  pluck  it 
You  see  the  opening  portals  of  conanieree,  bst 
are  too  cowardly  to  enter.  You  see  what  is 
coming  in  the  future,  but  my  frieod  froa 
Ohio  says,  let  the  British  flagdetermine  it  first 
I  say,  no ;  let  the  American  flag  establish  iis 
own  commerce,  and  let  the  American  people 
help  demonstrate  that  it  is  able  to  carry  it 
wherever  it  may  be. 

This  question  of  subsidies  has  been  here  for 
some  time,  and  I  have  always  noticed  wheo- 
ever  it  is  attempted  to  be  brought  forward  sbt 
frieod  from  Ohio  says,  ''It  is  not  qnite  tb^ 
time  yet.''  It  reminds  me  of  an  old  specimeD 
of  cookery,  where  we  used  to  set  the  cakes  thst 
were  to  be  fried  in  a  corner  in  a  pan  over  nighty 
and  it  got  cold  and  raised  toe  other  way. 
[Laughter.]  So  it  is  with  his  ideas  of  eos- 
merce.  He  is  always  a  little  farther  off.  Tbe 
time  is  not  quite  ripe  yet.  When  we  propose 
to  build  American  ships  with  drawbacks,  t^ 
hurts  the  tariff  r  stop  there ;  do  not  give  a 
drawback.  And  now  he  talks  abont  the  time 
coming  when  he  will  resurrect  with  a  magica* 
touch  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
No,  Mr.  President,  it  has  got  to  resnrreet  itself 
with  bare  Government  aid,  with  a  bare  right 
to  fall  back  upon  this  country  for  what  consti- 
tutes its  greatness. 

Now,  sir,  I  hold  in  my  hands  some  figure 
which  will  show  how  little  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  sees  this  opening  promise,  as 
well  as  my  friend  from  Michigan,  who  was 
ready  in  an  instant  to  report  on  this  qnestioe, 
and  who  read  from  an  old  1869  report,  when 
ships  at  Australia  were  as  scarce  as  owls 
gizzards,  to  prove  that  but  $28,000  was  re- 
ceived as  duties  on  imports  from  these  cooc- 
tries.  I  want  the  Senate  to  mark  thai— 
$28,000.     He  read  it  with  an  air  of  triamph. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.     Is  it  wrong? 

Mr.  NY£.  No;  it  is  probably  correct. 
But  see,  my  brother  Senators,  what  magical 
power  this  single-handed  effort  to  open  tha: 
commerce  has  demonstrated.  I  have  here  a 
statement  from  two  of  the  cnstom-hooses  of 
the  country,  showing  that  within  the  last  six 
months  there  has  been  received  from  this 
commerce  $395,715  42  in  gold.  In  this  state- 
ment the  San  Francisco  custom-house  is  do* 
included.  Safely  can  I  say  that  within  the 
last  six  months  it  has  paid  more  than  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  in  gold  into  the  coffers 
of  the  nation.  I  repeat,  how  magical  was  the 
influence  of  this  line  when  from  $28,000  of 
duties  in  1869  it  stands  forth  to-day,  thoogh 
that  ship  has  not  four  times  made  her  ronndr 
an  income  of  more  than  half  a  million  dollan 
paid  into  the  coffers  of  the  nation. 

Mr.  President,  there  is  more  in  this  question 
of  subsidy  than  appears  in  the  mere  amoant. 
What  is  it  ?  It  is  an  evidence  to  Australia 
and  the  countries  where  this  line  toocbes  on 
its  transit  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  standing  behind  this  enterprise,  h 
gives  it  permanence ;  it  gives  it  credit ;  it 
gives  it  business ;  it  gives  it  life.  That  is 
what  a  subsidy  does.  I  repeat,  the  mere 
money  that  you  give  is  the  least  part  of  it- 
but  the  people  uiere  will  say,  ^' There  is  a 
national  line  of  steamers  established,  and  it 
will  stand;''  and  business  arrangements  will 
be  made  accordingly. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  seems  to 
derive  consolation  from  the  fact  that  Aiistr&]» 
is  a  colony.  Well,  sir,  it  is  a  colony,  almo«i 
as  large  as  this  one.  We  used  to  be  colonies 
of  Great  Britain,  I  understand.  We  are  oot 
uow.    Australia  may  be  a  colony  of  the  British 
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Government  to-day*  but  she  may  not  be  to- 
morrow. They  are  getting  a  mighty  people  in 
Anstralia.  The  branches  are  longer  than  the 
roots  of  old  Eneland's  tree,  and  ihe  branches 
will  break  off.  Her  roots  are  already  in  the 
salt  water  surrounding  her  own  little  island, 
ivhile  ours  are  reaching  out  to  the  vefgeof  our 
continent,  and  Australia  will  be  a  country  of 
her  own  soon.  While  we  yet  talk  perhaps 
the  thing  is  in  motion.  Australia,  with  a  ter- 
ritory almost  as  large  as  our  own,  it  seems  to 
me  furnishes  a  sufficiently  inviting  field  of 
commerce  for  us  to  try  and  have  one  little  Hue 
of  steamships  there,  to  show  that  we  are  will- 
ing to  do  something  to  make  our  commerce 
permanent  there. 

I  have  naught  to  say  against  the  proposition 
to  increase  the  subsidy  to  the  China  line.  I 
am  glad  to  see  that  my  friend  has  woke  up  to 
that ;  but  well  do  I  remember  when  that  propo- 
sition was  made  it  met  with  his  sternest  oppo- 
sition.   But,  sir,  it  has  demonstrated  itself 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  he  is  mistaken  if  he  is  referring  to  me 
about  the  China  line. 

Mr.  NYE.     I  thought  you  opposed  it. 
Mr.  SHERMAN.   On  the  contrary,  I  voted 
for  it. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  wish  the  honorable  Senator 
would  have  another  lucid  intervaL  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  The  China  line  was  the 
only  subsidy  I  ever  voted  for,  and  I  would  do 
that  again,  because  I  considered  the  circum- 
stances peculiar. 

Mr.  NYE.  If  we  can  only  get  you  a  little 
accustomed  to  it  you  will  do  better  after 
awhile.  I  congratulate  the  country  that  you 
have  taken  one  step.  But  the  Senator  will 
acknowledge  that  the  subsequent  advanta|;e3 
derived  from  that  line  have  more  thanjustihed 
his  judgment.  There  is  a  demonstration. 
He  is  willing  to  do  more,  and  I  shall  do  more 
for  that  line  if  I  can  by  m^  vote,  because  I 
believe  it  is  establishing  a  hue  that  will  tend 
to  the  present  and  future  glory  and  prosperity 
of  this  country.  But,  sir,  commerce  is  not  a 
thing  that  ^rows  itself.  The  world  has  strug- 
gled for  it  ever  since  ships  were  built.  That 
struggle  is  going  on  now.  Owing  to  whatever 
circumstances,  whether  it  be  the  fact  that  the 
honorable  Senator  states,  that  our  ships  went 
under  the  British  flag  or  not,  they  are  British 
ships  now.  He  claims  that  it  was. cowardly  in 
US  not  to  let  them  back.  I  am  not  here  to 
discuss  that  policy ;  but  to  the  man  who  at  the 
time  of  our  trouble  and  war  sought  refuge 
under  the  British  flag,  I  would  say,  as  he  made 
his  nest  so  let  him  sleep  in  it;  and  if  he  pre- 
fers the  lion  to  the  stars  and  stripes,  let  him 
keep  the  lion. 

You  see,  Mr.  President,  that  these  figures 
denaonstrate  that  within  the  last  six  months 
the  subsidy  of  which  we  speak  has  been  more 
than  paid  back  into  the  coffers  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Now,  what  objection  can  there  be 
to  that?  I  ask  Senators  if  we  can  make 
that  thing  self-sustaining  by  the  simple  in- 
crease that  it  pays  into  your  custom- houses, 
whether  it  is  not  a  matter  of  sound  national 
economy,  and  whether  it  is  not  worth  the 
cost  to  make  the  experiment  of  establishing 
one  permanent  line  of  American  steamships  ? 
Who  is  harmed?  It  comes  in  with  one  hand; 
it  goes  out  perhaps  in  part  with  the  other; 
but  where  is  the  man  who  would  not  take  that 
risk  in  managing  his  own  business  if  he  was 
called  upon  to  act,  as  the  Government  now  is. 
I  believe  I  have  said  about  all  that  I  desire 
to  say.  I  hope  the  time  will  come  when  we 
shall  all  agree ;  when  my  honorable  friend 
from  Connecticut  will  yield  the  idea  that  Lon- 
don is  to  be  forever  the  center  of  the  wool 
market  of  Australia.  I  hope  the  time  will 
come  when  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio 
will  see  the  way  clear  to  make  this  one  effort 
to  resurrect  A  merican  commerce.  I  hope  the 
time  will  come  in  the  Senate  when  it  will  make 
no  difference  whether  a  report  comes  from  the 


Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  or 
from  the  Committee  on  Commerce.  I  hope 
the  time  will  come  when  there  will  be  unity 
enough  of  interest  in  this  great  nation  to  at- 
tempt to  make  an  honest  effort,  and  if  we  fail 
we  must  submit  to  put  our  nation  at  least  on 
a  par  with  the  other  nations  of  the  earth  in 
the  strength  of  her  commerce. 

There  is  no  commerce  there,  says  my  friend 
from  Michigan.  Then,  in  God's  name,  how 
comes  this  large  amount  of  duties  paid  into 
your  custom-house 7  No  commerce!  They 
have  got  to  importing  from  there  a  new  arti- 
cle as  an  importation  which  is  very  abundant 
there,  the  article  of  gum,  and  to-day  manu- 
factories are  being  built  in  this  country  to 
manufacture  it  into  the  articles  for  which  it  is 
adapted.  I  notice  among  the  items  here  from 
New  Zealand,  '< gam,  $82,786."  That  is 
free ;  but  there  is  the  amount :  and  yet  we  are 
told  there  is  no  commerce  tnere.  Sir,  com- 
merce is  made  up  like  your  rivers ;  that  which 
seems  like  a  little  rivulet  to-day,  when  it  min- 
gles with  its  kindred  rivulets  to  a  focal  point, 
will  yield  a  world  of  water.  So  it  is  with 
commerce;  and  I  anticipate  the  day  when, in 
Australia  and  New  Zealand  their  little  canons 
will  be  as  busy  with  manafacturing  as  our  own 
passes. 

My  friend  from  Michigan  has  said  that  the 
ships  are  so  small  they  will  not  carry  anv- 
thing.  So  Dr.  Lardner  said  in  1836,  in  the  old 
Tabernacle  in  New  York.  He  declared  that 
ocean  steam  navigation  was  a  humbug,  because 
the  ships  were  not  big  enough  to  carry  the 
coal  they  required.  Let  me  tell  my  honorable 
friend  from  Michigan  that  ships  are  made  as 
laree  as  the  necessities  of  the  hour  demand ; 
ana  you  can  put  a  dozen  of  your  six-hundred 
ton  ships  that  existed  then  into  the  hold  of  a 
vessel  now,  and  it  would  not  be  crowded.  So 
it  is  with  this  commerce.  It  looks  small  now, 
but  it  will  astonish  us  all  with  the  amount  of 
money  that  will  come  from  it 

I  hope,  sir,  that  this  measure  will  be  passed. 
I  am  sick  of  talking  of  subsidies.  I  know  the 
papers  have  got  to  saying  that  every  man  who 
talks  of  a  subsidy  is  in  a  *'ring."  I  would 
make  the  ring  of  the  commerce  of  this  nation 
as  large  as  the  ocean  itself,  and  I  would  make 
it  as  small  as  the  sea.  I  would  command  it 
by  virtue  of  the  power,  the  wealth,  the  intelli- 
gence, the  progress,  and  the  perseverance  of 
the  American  people. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  Mr.  President,  the 
Senator  from  Nevada  objects  to  the  theory 
which  he  says  I  laid  down  because  the  facts 
disprove  it.  I  have  not  heard  him  state  any 
facts  that  set  aside  the  theory  which  I  advanced 
when  I  sard  that  you  could  not  exchange  the 
gold  of  California  for  the  gold  of  Australia  at 
a  profit ;  nor  have  I  heard  any  facts  that  set 
aside  the  theory  that  you  cannot  exchange  thtt 
products  of  California  for  the  products  of 
Australia,  those  products  being  alike;  that 
you  cannot  exchange  wool  between  the  two 
nations  at  a  profit.  I  have  not  seen  any  facts 
that  set  aside  that  theory. 

The  Senator  from  Nevada  spoke  of  the  large 
amount  of  wool  and  other  importations  from 
Australia,  and  of  the  duty  that  had  been  paid 
on  them  within  the  last  six  months.  I  should 
like  to  have  him  go  back  two  years  and  make 
inquiry  as  to  the  quantity  of  wool  imported 
into  this  country  then  from  Australia,  i  think 
he  will  find  that  there  was  not  a  bale.  And 
yet  from  that  fact  he  goes  on  to  argue  that  we 
are  to  expect  a  great  increase  of  commerce 
between  the  two  countries,  and  this  increase 
is  a  reason  why  we  should  subsidize  a  line  of 
steamers  from  our  western  coast  to  Australia. 
Let  me  say  to  him  that  it  is  the  unusual  high 
price  of  wool  that  has  caused  this  importation. 
It  is  because  the  supply  of  wool  has  not  been 
equal  to  the  demand  throughout  the  entire 
country  and  all  over  the  world,  and  the  price 
of  the  article  has  advanced  very  materially 
within  the  last  year  and  a  half  or  two  years. 

Again,  the  Senator  says  that  London  is  not 


to  be  the  center  of  the  wool  market.  I  agree 
with  him,  and  I  will  aid  him  in  destroying 
London  as  the  center  of  the  market  for  wool 
as  much  as  is  in  my  power ;  but  it  cannot  be 
done  by  subsidizing  a  line  of  steamers  to  bring 
wool  from  Australia  to  California,  and  then 
transporting  it  three  thousand  miles  by  rail- 
road. That  is  not  the  way  to  break  up  a  com- 
mercial center.  The  true  way  is  to  produce 
some  other  center  where  you  can  obtain  the 
merchandise  cheaper  than  in  the  former  one, 
and  unless  we  can  bring  wool  into  the  city  of 
New  York  so  that  it  can  be  sold  to  the  world 
there  cheaper  than  it  can  be  sold  to  the 
world  through  London,  that  transfer  will  not 
be  made.  But  I  believe  it  can  be  done,  not 
as  I  said  by  importation,  not  by  subsidies,  but 
by  using  the  fields  which  we  have  now  for  th» 
grazing  of  sheep  which  would  produce  enough 
to  make  this  nation  in  less  than  ten  years  a 
nation  exporting  instead  of  importing  wool. 
The  western  slope  and  the  Colorado  valley 
are  better  locations  for  raising  wool  than  al- 
most any  other  in  the  world,  and  all  you  want 
is  to  give  the  production  such  encouragement 
that  it  shall  produce  a  surplus. 

But  what  are  the  facts  to-day?  Australian 
wool,  that  would  bring  forty  cents  a  pound  in 
New  York,  has  been  sold  in  London  within 
the  last  two  years  for  fourpence.  So  long  as 
this  extraordinary  price  continues  you  may 
anticipate  the  importation  of  wool  from  dis- 
tant countries,  though  it  may  cost  an  unusual 
sum  to  transport  it;  but  let  the  wool  market 
find  its  average  level  and  you  will  find  no  steam- 
ship bringing  wool  to  San  Francisco,  and  there 
placing  it  on  board  the  railroad  cars  for 
New  York.  You  can  bring  it  much  cheaper  by 
vessel  direct. 

The  Senator  from  Nevada  said  it  was  always 
advisable  and  proper  to  nurse  the  feeble,  and 
he  holds  this  line  up  as  one  of  those  feeble 
creatures  that  should  be  nursed  into  full 
strength  in  order  to  be  productive.  How  ? 
By  subsidy,  by  the  payment  of  money,  by  an 
expenditure  which  may  cost  more  than  the 
entire  results.  Upon  his  principle,  you  should 
go  to  the  ash  plains  of  the  West  and  establish 
there  a  process  of  cultivation  and  pay  for  it 
out  of  the  Treasury  of  United  Sutes,  that  you 
might  there  raise  wheat  to  compete  with  the 
wheat  of  Illinois.  It  could  be  done,  and  it 
could  be  done  under  the  theory  of  the  Senator 
from  Nevada,  who  says  you  must  encourage 
and  strengthen  the  feeble. 

Mr.  NiE.  I  understood  the  honorable 
Senator  to  say  that  we  exported  nothing  to 
Australia. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.     Not  at  all. 

Mr.  NYE.  I  have  here  a  list  of  the  ships 
and  what  they  are  loaded  with  that  go  there. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.     What  are  they? 

Mr.  NYE.  I  will  tell  you.  I  read  an  ex- 
tract from  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald  of 
February  15,  1872 : 

"Via  San  Francisco  we  have  com  mere!  al  advices 
from  New  York  to  January  6.  The  Alice  Ball  eailed 
for  this  port  on  December  19  with  13,000  oases  of 
kerosene,  83  packages  tobacco,  300  cases  turpentine, 
700  cases  sarsaparilla,  200  cases  lobsters  and  oysters. 
1,116  cases  hardware,  100  oMes  sowiDff-machines.  898 
cases  chairs  and  sundries.    For  Danedin  she  has  212 


manufactured  and  11  piickages  leaf  tobacco,  and 
sundries.  The  Magnet,  from  Boston,  for  the  same 
port,  and  Lyttletoa,  cleared  on  December  22Jhav- 
ing  2,000  cases  kerosene  for  Melbourne  and  2,200  for 
New  Zealand." 

I  will  not  read  the  whole  list. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  1  will  inquire  of  the 
honorable  Senator  where  were  those  vessels 
loaded  ? 

Mr.  NYE.     At  Boston. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  And  you  propose 
now  to  establish  a  line  of  steamers  on  ^he 
western  coast  and  pay  an  annual  subsidy  of 
$500,000  for  the  sake  of  transporting  this 
kerosene  across  the  continent ! 

Mr.  NYE.     Not  at  alt. 

Mr.  ST£?W  ART.    May  I  appeal  to  the  Sen- 
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ator  from  Connecticut  to  eive  way?  I  do  not 
think  this  bill  can  be  fioi^ed  to-night;  and  I 
wish  to  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  alTbw  a  vote  to  be  taken  on  the  coal  bill. 
They  have  been  very  kind  to  me  to-day  and 
passed  one  bill  for  me. 

Mr.  BUdCINGHA^M.  I  will  give  way  for 
anything.  I  would  have  closed  in  a  moment 
more. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  pend- 
ing question  is  on  the  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  on  the  question  of  reference. 

Mr.  FENTON.  It  is  getting  late,  and  in 
view  of  the  services  that  are  to  take  place  in 
the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  this 
evening,  I  think  it  is  proper  that  we  should 
adjourn.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  think  we  ought  to  go 
into  executive  session.  There  are  some  mes- 
sages from  the  President  that  ought  to  be 
disposed  of. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  moves  that  the  Senate 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  FENTON.    I  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
Dosiness. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

OOMMITTBB  BBRYICB. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Before  the  doors  are 
closed  I  wish  to  ask  to  be  excused  from  serv- 
ing on  a  committee  of  conference  on  some 
post  office  bill  that  I  understand  my  name  is 
connected  with. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there 
be  no  objection,  the  Senator  will  be  excused. 

BXBOUTIYB  8BS8I0N. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business ;  and  after  twelve  min- 
utes spent  in  executive  session  the  doors  were 
reopened,  and  (at  five  o'clock  and  ten  min- 
utes p.  m.)  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  April  16,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

POSTAL  CONTBAOTS. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  ask  unanimous 
consent  to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1980)  relating  to  proposals  and  contracts 
for  transportation  of  the  mails,  and  for  other 
purposes,  in  order  that  there  may  be  a  com- 
mittee of  conference. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  will  be  taken 
up. 

There  was  no  objection,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  move  to  non- 
concur in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and 
ask  for  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

VORT  KBARNBY  HILITAET*RB8BRTATI0N. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  has  called  the 
attention  of  the  Chair  to  the  fact  that  among 
other  bills  referred  to  that  committee  the  other 
day  was  a  bill  (S.  No.  646)  to  confirm  the  title 
to  certain  lands  on  the  Fort  Kearney  military 
reservation  in  Fremont  county,  Iowa,  which, 
in  his  judgment,  belongs  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  will  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,  and  it  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands.  • 


There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

MORSB  HBMORIAL  8MRYIGBS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  lays  before 
the  House  a  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  cooperate  with  the  committee  of  arrange- 
ments for  the  memorial  services  in  honor  of 
the  late  Professor  Morse. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

The  oommittee  appointed  to  cooperate  with  the 
committee  of  arranKemento  for  the  memorial  serricee 
in  honor  of  the  late  Professor  Morse,  to  take  place 
in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representativefl  this 
evening,  desire  to  give  notice : 

I.  No  one  will  be  admitted  to  the  south  wing  of 
the  Capitol  on  that  evening  without  a  ticket  of 
admission. 

II.  Tickets  will  be  issued  for  admission  to  the  floor 
of  the  Hall  to  the  President,  the  Vice  President,  the 
Cabinet,  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Senators 
and  Representatives  in  Congress,  the  family  and 
early  coadjutors  of  Professor  Morse,  and  other  guests 
specially  invited. 

The  north  entrance  to  the  Hall  will  be  closed. 
Admission  will  be  secured  by  the  eastern  and  west- 
em  doors. 

III.  The  ladies'  galleries  will  be  reserved  for 
ladies  invited  bv  gentlemen  entitled  to  admission  to 
the  floor,  to  each  of  whom  a  ticket  will  be  issued 
admitting  one  lady. 

IV.  The  diplomatic  gallery  will  be  reserved  ex- 
olusively  for  the  diplomatic  corps,  and  the  report- 
ers' gallery  for  reporters. 

y.  The  northeastern  and  northwestern  portions 
of  the  north  gallery  will  be  reserved  for  ladies  and 
gentlemen  aooompanyingthem. 

ELLIS  H.  ROBBRTS. 
F.  W.  PALMBR. 
F.  E.  SHOBER. 

ChnuniUee, 

Mr.  BANKS.  At  the  request  of  officers  of 
the  House,  I  hope  we  will  have  an  under- 
standing to  have  as  early  an  adjournment  of 
the  House  to-day  as  possible,  in  order  that 
they  may  make  the  proper  arrangements  for 
the  services  which  are  to  take  place  in  this 
Hall  this  evening.  I  would  suggest  that  the 
Speaker  be  authorized  to  adjourn  the  House 
at  half  past  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Mr.  DICKEY.    Say  three  o'clock. 

Mr.  BANKS.  They  say  that  half  past  three 
o'clock  this  afternoon  will  give  them  sufficient 
time  to  make  the  proper  arrangements.  I  ask 
that  at  that  hour  the  Speaker  shall  be  author- 
ized to  adjourn  the  House. 

Mr.  HOAR.    I  object. 

JUDICIARY  GOHMITTBB. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Judiciary  Committee  to  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  House  that  two  days  of  next  week 
may  be  assigned  to  the  Judiciary  Committee 
for  making  reports.  I  desire  to  state  there 
are  many  bills  before  that  committee  of  pub- 
lic interest  on  which  the  committee  nave 
acted  and  are  ready  to  make  report,  and  the 
business,  a  great  deal  of  it,  is  of  such  ioiport- 
ance  thatt  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  H^use 
to  act  on  it,  should  be  passed  upon  some  day 
early  next  week.  I  suggest  that  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  of  next  week  be  set  apart  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  must  insist  on  the  usual 
exception  in  favor  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  And  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  do  not  know  it  may  be 
necessary,  but  I  should  like  to  have  that  ex- 
ception made.  There  ro^y  be  no  absolute 
necessity,  but  I  should  not  like  the  order  to 
pass  without  that  exception  being  made. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
exception  in  the  cases  of  those  two  commit- 
tees. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  must  object,  unless  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  be  also  excepted. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  The  business  of  that  com- 
mittee is  in  the  morning  hour,  and  I  suggest 
that  two  days  of  next  week,  VVednesday  and 
Thursday,  be  set  apart  for  the  business  of  the 
Judiciary  Committee  after  the  morning  hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman's  motion 
is  that  Wednesday  and  Thursday  of  next  week 
after  two  o'clock  be  set  apart  for  reports  from 
the  Judiciary  Committee. 


Mr.  SHANKS.  If  it  be  after  the  moni:: 
hour  I  do  not  object. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Two  o'clock  is  after  it 
morning  hour. 

Mr.  BANKS.  One  day  last  week  the  Dol- 
ing hour  did  not  commence  uniil  iofiga.v 
two  o'clock. 

The  SPEAKER.  After  the  moroio;  h%:. 
That  will  probably  enforce  the  calling  of  u^ 
morning  hour  promptly.  The  geDtlemui  froa 
Ohio  [Mr.  Bingham]  now  snbmiu  tlie  pnyr 
sition  that  the  two  days  of  next  week  «tic: 
he  has  named,  after  the  morning  hour  gb: 
the  hour  of  adjournment,  shall  be  dewid  i 
the  business  of  the  Committee  oa  theJoih 


HOLMAN.    I  object. 


ciary. 
Mr. 


COMMITTBB  ON  INTALID  PENSIOFI. 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  ask  unanimoas  eoQ$$:: 
that  there  be  a  session  of  the  Hoose  on  Tbin 
day  night  to  hear  reports  from  the  Committer 
on  Invalid  Pensions.  If  that  will  not  m  tit- 
House,  I  will  say  Tuesday  night  of  next  weft 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  would  suggest  to  tk; 
gentleman  that  he  take  both  nights.  M 
will  be  necessary  for  getting  throogh  vith  ibt 
business  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  MOORE.     I  make  that  reqoest 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  tbioks  it  lil 
be  better  for  the  gentleman  to  aak  to  bf? 
both  nights  assigned  in  next  weeL 

Mr.  MOORE.  •  Very  well. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Hi 
nois  asks  that  the  Hoase  shall  meet  at  halfpiK 
seven  o'clock  on  the  evenings  of  Tuesday  &e< 
Wednesday  of  next  week  for  the  porpoe«  of 
considering  reports  from  the  CommiUee  oe 
Invalid  Pensions.     Is  there  objectioo? 

There  was  no  objection;  and  it  vss  » 
ordered. 

TARIPF  BILL. 

Mr.  DAWES,  from  the  Committee  of  Wi^ 
and  M«ans,  reported  a  bill  (H.  B.  No.  ^^ 
to  reduce  duties  on  imports  and  internal  uxe& 
and  for  other  purposes ;  which  was  read  t^ 
and  second  time. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move,  Mr.  Speaker,  tk 
this  bill  be  printed,  and  that  it  be  commiu^i 
to  the  Committee  Cf  the  Whole,  and  otdei 
special  order  for  Tuesday  next,  after  the  mors- 
ing  hour,  and  from  day  to  day  thereafWr  doqI 
disposed  of,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other  btfi 
ness. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  We  have  jnit  awp^ 
two  evenings  of  next  week  for  the  bofioeas  & 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  order  asked  by  tbe 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Davc, 
will  not  interfere  with  that  order. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Ihopetk«« 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  will  except  m- 
ness  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriation& 

The  SPEAKER.  There  can  be  no  eonfctt 
with  the  Committee  on  AppropriatioM.  a 
special  order  in  Committee  of  the  Moitm 
of  itself  take  precedence  of  all  subseqa^st 
orders.  The  Chair  is  under  the  impress*"' 
although  he  has  not  consulted  the  C&ltm 
that  only  two  special  orders  in  the  Como;'«^ 
of  the  Whole  are  n ow  pending,  the  ^^esil'MB^ 
appropriation  bill  and  the  fortificatioD  appw^ 
priation  bill,  which  will  probabij  takes^fJ! 
short  time.  These  will  nccessarilj  take  pR«- 
dence,  and  then  the  bill  reported  by  the  cIis:p; 
man  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  3l«J3| 
will  be  considered  to  the  exclusion  of  o^ 

business.  „     ^^] 

Mr.  HOOPER,of  Massachusetts.   Ho"»  ^ 

this  affect  the  consideration  of  tbe  hili  f^*""* 

to  mints  and  coinage?  ,  n  .^ 

The  SPEAKER.  That  bill  is  in  the  Bofls^- 
and  not  in  the  CommiUee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  We  cx^^ 
next  week  to  report  the  sundry  cinl  apprj' 
ation  bill.  I  hope  that  wiU  not  be  exeladfd  u; 
this  order. 


The  SPEAKER.    It  necessaray  »oflW  ^ 
becaose  special  orders  are  takvi  op  lo 
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irder  in  which  they  are  asflignecl.  But  an 
arrangement  might  be  made  in  regard  to  that. 

Mr.  DAWBS.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
ind  myself,  I  venture  to  say,  will  have  no  con- 
lict  in  regard  to  the  business  of  oar  respective 
lommittees. 

I  now  ask  to  submit  a  few  remarks. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Has  the  consent  of  the  House 
leen  given  to  the  assignment  of  this  bill  as  a 
pecial  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  has  not  The  Chair 
las  not  yet  put  the  question. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  aesire  to  call  the  attention 
»f  the  House  to  the  fact  that  these  numerous 
I  pecial  and  exclusive  assignments  prevent  the 
>0S8ibility  of  ordinary  business  being  brought 
>efore  the  House  by  the  various  committees. 

The  SPEAKER.  This  is  an  assignment 
vhich  the  rules  entitle  the  Committee  of  Ways 
md  Means  to  have.  It  is  merely  having  a 
>ill  reported  from  that  committee  referred  to 
he  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
he  Union,  and  it  may  by  a  migority  vote  be 
nade  a  special  order.  But  of  course  the  spe* 
nal  order  does  not  supervene  unless  the  House 
^oes  into  committee. 

Mr.  PERCE.  I  desire  to  reserve  the  right 
o  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
Private  Calendar  on  Friday. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  aware 
hat  that  merely  reserves  to  him  the  right  first 
o  submit  his  motion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  Mr.  Dawes's 
notion,  it  was  agreed  to;  and  the  bill  was 
eferred  to  the  Conimittee  of  the  Whole  on 
he  state  of  the  Union,  and  made  a  special 
irder  for  Tuesday  next,  after  the  momine 
lOur,  and  from  day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  move  that  five  thousand 
ixtra  copies  of  the  bill  be  printed. 

The  motion,  under  ih<  rule,  was  referred  to 
he  Committee  on  Printing. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  desire  now  to  submit  a  few 
emarks. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
if  assachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  toyield  to  me  that 

may  present  a  proposition  on  behalf  of  the 
committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  would 
eem  to  come  in  appropriately  at  this  period 
if  our  proceedings,  and  will  not  interfere  with 
lis  remarks. 

Mr.  DAWES.     Very  well. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  On  behalf  of  a  minority  of 
he  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,'!  ask  leave 
o  introduce  a  bill  for  the  further  reduction  of 
axes  and  the  encouragement  of  commerce, 
.nd  move  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
•f  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
bat  five  thousand  extra  copies  be  printed  for 
:eneral  use. 

Mr.  BECK.     Who  compose  that  minority? 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  That  is  a 
aestlon  I  was  about  to  ask. 

Mr.  KELLEY.     Well,  I  am  one. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  nn- 
erstand  that  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
ania  [Mr.  Kellet]  asks  that  his  bill  be  made 

special  order. 

Mr.  KELLEY.     I  do  not  ask  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  then  pro- 
OSes  nothing  more  than  may  be  done  in  the 
lorning  hour  of  Monday,  by  a  minority  of  the 
louse,  on  the  call  of  States  for  tbe  introduc- 
ion  of  billd  for  reference  and  printing. 

Mr.  BBATTY.    I  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  In  the  morning  hour  of 
Ion  day,  when  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  is 
ailed,  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr. 
lEllet]  will  have  the  right  to  introduce  his 
ill  and  move  its  reference  to  the  Committee 
f  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and 
lat  motion  will  be  decided  by  a  minority  vote. 

Mr.  BANKS.  It  is  a  bad  precedent  for 
bjection  to  ^e  made  to  the  minority  of  a  com- 
littee  presentiug  their  views. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  is  aware  of 
lat.  There  seems  to  be  some  misunderstand- 
ijc  as  to  what  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Ieattt]  made  his  objection.    The  gentleman 


from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kellet]  submitted  a 
proposition  compound  in  its  nature,  and  the 
Chair  will  again  submit  it  to  the  House.  The 
first  proposition  is  that  he  have  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  on  behalf  of  a  minority  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  printed.  The 
second  proposition  is  that  he  be  allowed  to 
submit  a  resolution,  and  have  it  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing,  for  the  printing 
of  five  thousand  extra  copies  of  the  bill.  To 
which  of  these  propositions  does  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  object ;  or  does  he  object  to 
both? 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  object  to  both  proposi- 
tions. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  Have  the  minority  of  the 
committee  the  right  to  make  a  report  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Only  by  unanimous  con- 
sent. The  Chair  is  perfectly  well  aware  that 
it  is  very  uncommon  to  refuse  that  privilege  to 
the  minority  of  a  committee ;  but  at  the  same 
time  it  is  entirely  a  matter  of  grace  and  comity. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  ask  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Bsattt]  to  withdraw  his  objection. 

Mr.  COX.  I  appeal  to  the  gentleman  to 
permit  the  minority  to  have  the  usual  right  to 
be  heard 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  simply  ask  that  the  bill 
may  be  reported  and  printed  for  the  present. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is  not  in  the  power  of 
the  Chair  to  order  that  that  be  done  if  one 
member  objects.  On  Monday  next,  in  the 
morning  hour,  a  migority  of  the  House  can 
order  that  it  be  done. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  This  is  simply  a  proposi- 
tion that  the  minority  of  the  Uommittee  of 
Ways  and  Means  have  leave  to  report  a  bill 
setting  forth  their  views ;  that  is  all. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  asain  sub- 
mit the  proposition  to  the  House.  The  een- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Kellet,  J  on 
behalf  of  a  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  asks  leave  to  submit  a  bill  for 
printing  and  reference  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  FARNS  WORTH.  Will  the  Chair  per- 
mit me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     Certainly. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Would  the  propo- 
sition of  the  eentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
[Mr.  Kellet,  J  if  acceded  to,  have  any  other 
effect  than  would  the  introduction  and  refer- 
ence of  a  bill  on  Monday  during  the  morning 
hour? 

The  SPEAKER.  Not  the  slightest;  the 
proposition  would  have  precisely  the  same 
effect  as  the  introduction  and  reference  of  a 
bill  on  Monday  during  the  rooming  hour,  on 
the  call  of  States.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania [Mr.  Kellet]  is  compelled  to  ask 
it  now  as  a  matter  of^  courtesy,  whereas  on 
Monday  during  tbe  morning  hour  he  can  do  it 
as  a  matter  of  right. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact  that  the  admission  of  this 
bill  would  have  no  effect  whatever,  except  that 
it  would  be  giving  notice  to  the  House  that 
such  opinions  exist  on  the  part  of  a  minority 
of«the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  be- 
cause the  same  gentleman  can  move  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  the  bill  he  has  indicated 
as  an  amendment. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  I  understand 
that,  but  who  constitute  this  minority  of  the 
committee  ?  That  is  a  fact  of  some  importance 
to  ascertain.  I  am  on  the  minorityof  the  com- 
mittee with  two  other  gentlemen  [pointing  to 
the  Democratic  side  of  the  House,]  and  we 
have  made  no  report.  I  want  to  know  what 
members  of  the  committee  constitute  this 
minority. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  may  say  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  [Mr.  Matnard]  unites 
with  me,  I  understand,  as  to  every  provision 
of  this  bill.  I  report  it  at  his  instance  and 
request. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.    Very  well ; 


then  the  bill  emanates  from  two  gentlemen  in 
a  committee  of  nine.  Now  that  the  fact  is 
before  the  House,  I  do  not  object  to  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  bill. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  I  would  like  to  ask  the 
Speaker  whether,  if  this  objection  be  insisted 
on,  I  can  present  the  bill  next  Monday  and  by 
a  majority  vote  send  it  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  During  the  call  of  the 
States  on  Monday,  any  gentleman  has  the  right 
to  introduce  a  bill  for  reference  to  any  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  eithei:  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  or  any  other  committee,  and  have 
it  printed  and  referred.  It  would  require  a 
majority  to  prevent  that  being  done. 

Mr.  BEATTY.     I  call  for  tbe  regular  order. 

Mr.  KELLEY.  In  order  that  the  members 
of  tbe  House  as  well  as  the  country  may  know 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  I  ask  that  it  be 
printed  in  the  Globe. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  object,  and  demand  the 
regular  order. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  MassachusetU.  I  wish 
to  ask  a  parliamentary  question.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Kellet]  has 
stated  that  the  bill  which  he  desires  to  present 
emanates  from  a  minority  of  two  members  of 
the  committee ;  and  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Brooks]  says  he  belongs  to  a  mi- 
nority of  three.  As  the  committee  consists  of 
only  nine  members  I  wish  to  inquire  how  the 
bill  presented  by  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  Dawes]  comes  from  a  mcjority 
of  the  committee  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  suggests  that 
that  is  rather  an  arithmetical  than  a  parlia- 
mentary question.  [Laughter.]  The  sen- 
tlemau  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  in  reporting 
this  bill  I  desire  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
for  a  few  moments. 

Public  expectation  and  the  patience  of  the 
House  have  so  lone  waited  upon  the  business 
in  this  committee  Uiat  it  is  proper  that  at  the 
earliest  moment  I  should  briefly  submit  the 
result  of  their  labors.  The  bill  now  reported 
is,  as  its  title  indicates,  a  bill  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  duties  on  imports  and  internal 
taxes,  and  for  such  improvements  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  laws  therewith  connected 
as  have  been  suggested  by  the  laborious  exam- 
ination the  committee  have  given  the  subject. 

The  estimated  amount  of  reduction,  upon 
the  basis  of  last  year's  receipts,  is  as  follows: 


Tea 

Coffee 

Coal ».. 

Bait «. 

Leather 

Iron  and  manufaolaresof.^. 
Steel  and  manafaeturea  of.. 

Wool 

Woolen  inanufactarefl 

Woolen  carpets 

Cotton  manufaetures^ 

Copper  and  manafaoturen  of 

ChemioaU,  drugs,  &c 

Cork,  manufaotured...... 

Lumber 

All  other  articles 

Free  list 


Internal  revenue. 

Tobacco 16.720.000 

Go8„ 2.573.123 

Bank  checks 1.250,000 

Matches 2.250.000 

Acreemen  tstamps 
(estimated) 100,000 


On  bane  <^ 
guantUiee 

of  1871. 
S2.348.63d 
2.»t9.309 
32Z.881 
616.522 
529,258 
2,135,223 
.745,539 
559.823) 
4.759.680  >• 
197,772j 
788,724 
39.611 
58i.862 
28,915 
761.801 
212 
1.584.667 

18,952,438 


Ondutv 
received 
in  1871. 

$3,625,716 
5.070.480 


6,517.275 


12,893.123 


131.845.561 


In  addition  to  these  reductions,  tbe  com- 
mittee has  endeavored  to  throw  safeguards 
around  the  administration  of  our  custom- 
houses, and  has  greatly  simplified  the  laws 
pertaining  to  the  internal  revenue  ;  it  has 
consolidated  into  an  equivalent  tax  of  sixty- 
five  centa  nearly  all  of  the  several  taxes  upon 
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p«UtioD  of  sundry  merehants  oomplaininff,  amonc 
other  things,  of  abuses  under  the  act  of  March  a 
1867.  especially  in  the  issuing  of  seizure  warrants  on 
the  complaint  of  irresponsible  persons.  The  peti- 
tioners alleged  that  while  respectable  merchants 
were  subjected  to  annoyance  and  injury,  the  dis- 
honest men,  against  whom  the  law  was  intended  to 
operate,  usually  found  means,  with  the  aid  of  such 
irresponsible  complainants,  to  make  a  compromise 
to  the  disadvantage  of  the  Qovernment.  The  peti- 
tioners therefore  nsked,  as  a  measure  of  relief, 
either  that  the  law  might  be  repealed,  or  that  it 
should  be  so  amended  as  to  require  the  eoliootor  to 
unite  in  the  application.  The  petition  was  stated 
to  have  been  signed  by  Messrs.  Brown  Brothers  & 
Co..  Mattland.  Phelps  &  Co.,  Uowland  A^Aspinwall, 
and  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  other  prominent 
firms. 

In  reply  to  the  letter  of  the  Senate  committee,  and 
after  consultation  with  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury. I  recommended,  in  a  letter  addressed  to 
Hon.  Ltm AN  Trumbull,  chairman,  &o.,  January  13, 
1871,  the  adoption  of  an  amendment  by  which  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  collector,  to  the  effect  that  he  be- 
lieved the  complaint  to  be  true  and  that  theproposed 
examination  was  necessary,  should  be  requisite  as  a 
preliminary  to  the  issuing  of  the  warrant.  A  bill 
was  accordingly  reported  by  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee on  the  18th  February,  1871,  and  passed  to  a  sec- 
ond reading,  as  appears  by  the  published  proceedings 
of  the  Senate,  (Congressional  Globe,  third  session 
Forty-First  Congress,  page  1S81,)  but  apparently  no 
further  action  was  had  thereon. 

Replying  to  the  letter  of  your  committee  with 
respect  to  the  bill  now  before  it,  I  have  to  state  that 
I  approve  of  its  general  object,  and  consider  further 
legislation  necessary  in  order  to  prevent  abuses 
which  there  is  reason  to  believe  may  be  committed 
under  the  law  as  it  now  stands. 

X  am  of  opinion,  however,  that  it  is  preferable  to 
enact  a  new  law.  rather  than  amend  the  old  one.  I 
have  therefore  caused  to  be  prepared,  with  much 
care,  a  bill  "  to  regulate  the  seisureand  examination 
of  invoices,  books,  and  papers  in  customs  revenue 
oases,*'  which  is  herewith  submitted  as  a  substitute 
for  the  one  in  question  and  to  take  the  place  of  the 
existing  law.  It  varies,  however,  from  the  amend- 
ment proposed  in  the  Senate  by  substituting  in  place 
of  the  collector  the  district  attorney  as  the  officer 
required,  in  the  first  instance,  to  examine  the  oom- 
l>laint  before  it  is  submitted  for  the  action  of  the 
judge,  and  provides  for  au  alternative  certificate 
from  the  collector  in  case  the  district  attorney 
declines  to  concur. 

This  bill,  which  has  the  approval  also  of  the  Soli- 
citor of  the  Treasury*  has  been  framed  with  a  view, 
on  the  one  hand,  to  retain  within  the  control  of  the 
Government  a  patent  remedial  agfent,  and  on  the 
other  to  surround  it  with  suoh  safeguards  as  shall 
afford  a  reasonable  guarantee  against  its  abuse. 

I  am.  very  respectfully, 

GEO.  S.  BOUTWELL. 
Seeretartf  cf  the  Treamry* 

Hon.  H.  L.  Dawbs.  Ckairman    Committee  €ff  Watft 
and  Meant,  House  of  liepreeentativee. 

RKPORTB  OF  PRINTING  OOHMITTBB. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  desires  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  a  matter  concerning 
the  rules  of  the  House.  He  wishes  the  atten- 
tion, if  he  can  get  it,  of  every  member  now  in 
his  seat. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Beattt,]  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  on 
the  9th  of  April  reported  the  following  biil| 
which  the  Chair  directs  to  be  now  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

A  bill  to  provide  for  the  distribution  of  public 

documents. 

Be  it  enacted  bp  the  Senate  and  Honee  €^  Repreeeni- 
ativea  of  the  United  Statee  of  America  in  Uongreee 
aneembled.  That  there  shall  be  printed  of  the  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  for  1871  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  extra  copies,  and 
of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Education 
for  the  same  year  fifty  thousand  copies :  Provided, 
Tliat  of  the  volumes  hereby  authorized  one  thou- 
sand copies  of  the  report  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture  shall  be  for  the  use  of  said  Com- 
missioner, and  five  hundred  copies  of  the  report 
of  the  Commissioner  of  Education  shall  be  for  the 
use  of  said  Commissioner,  and  the  remainder,  under 
such  regulations  as  the  Postmaster  Oeneral  may 
prescribe  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of 
this  act,  shall  be  divided  equally  among  the  con- 
gressional districts  and  Territories  of  the  United 
States :  and  the  copies  of  said  reports  apportioned 
to  each  district  shall  be  fairly  subdivided  among 
the  several  counties  thereof,  having  due  regara 
to  the  population  of  said  counties,  and  the  copies 
so  apportioned  to  each  county  shall  be  sent  to  the 
postmaster  of  the  county  town  of  said  county,  and 
00  charged  to  said  postmaster  on  the  books  of  the 
Post  Office  Department. 

Sbc.  2.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  postmas- 
ter to  whom  these  reports  are  sent  to  keep  posted  in 
a  conspicuous  place  in  his  office  a  placard  which 
shall  be  furnished  him  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
on  which  shall  be  printed  the  title  of  all  public  doc- 
uments said  postmaster  may  receive  for  distribution, 
and  the  price  of  same,  which  price  shall  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  Postmaster  General,  and  shall  be  the 
aotoal  eott  of  paper,  press-work,  and  binding,  and 


shall  be  printed  on  the  title-page  of  eaeh  volume, 
and  also  on  its  outside  wrapper.  Tho  postmasters 
receiving  said  volumes  shall  furnish  them  at  the 
price  so  fixed  to  all  persons  who  may  apply  for  them, 
and  all  moneys  so  received  by  the  postmasters  from 
tho  sales  of  books  shall  be  accounted  for  to  the  Post- 
master General,  and  be  by  him  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ury of  the  United  States. 

Skc.  S.  That  the  said  postmasters  shall  be  required 
to  make  quarterly  reports,  on  blanks  to  be  furnished 
by  the  Postmaster  General,  showing  the  number  of 
volumes  sold  and  the  number  unsold,  and  should 
the  Postmaster  General  find  that  at  any  post  office 
the  supply  is  in  excess  of  the  demand  ho  may  order 
the  transfer  of  such  excess  to  other  places  where  the 
demand  is  in  excess  of  the  supply. 

Sbc.  4.  That  the  Postmaster  General  is  authorised 
to  allow  such  additional  compensation  to  each  post- 
master as  the  increased  receipts  of  his  office  result- 
ing from  the  sale  of  public  documents  may  entitle 
him  to  under  existing  law,  and  is  hereby  required 
to  make  annually  to  Congress  a  detailed  report 
showing  the  number  of  volumes  sold  in  eaeh  county, 
the  total  amount  of  receipts  from  sales,  and  the 
number  of  copies  of  each  dooument  on  band. 

Sec.  5.  Thatall  public  documents  hereafter  printed 
in  excess  of  tho  usual  number  by  order  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  shall  show  on  the  title-page  of 
each  copy  its  price,  which  prioe  shall  exclude  the 
cost  of  composition,  and  shall  cover,  but  not  exceed, 
the  actual  cost  of  paper,  press- work,  and  binding; 
and  such  a  number  of  said  reports  as  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  may  by  concurrent  resolution  specifically 
direct  shall  be  distributed,  sold,  and  accounted  for 
in  the  some  manner  as  prescribed  in  the  foresoing 
sections  of  this  act  for  the  distribution  and  sale  of 
the  reports  on  agriculture  and  education. 

Skc.  6.  That  each  postmaster  to  whom  public  docu- 
ments shall  be  forwarded  for  sale  shall  be  responsi- 
ble on  his  official  bond  for  the  faithful  performane« 
of  all  the  duties  required  of  him  by  this  act. 

The  SPEAKER.  When  this  bill  was  re- 
ported by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Beattt]  who  is  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  authorized  b^  the  rules  of  the 
Hoase  to  report  at  any  time,  the  point  of 
order  was  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania J]Mr.  Randall]  that  the  privileges 
of  the  Pnnting  Committee  did  not  eztena  to 
matters  of  general  legislation  of  this  kind ; 
and  the  Chair  sustained  the  point  of  order. 
The  gentleman  from  Ohio  did  not  concar  with 
the  views  of  the  Chair,  and  took  occasion  to 
refer  to  the  decision  in  a  speech  made  in  the 
House  on  Saturday,  in  which  he  differs  very 
widely  from  the  construction  given  to  the  rules 
by  thd  Chair.  The  joint  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, as  now  constituted,  came  into  being  in  the 
Thirtieth  Congress,  from  legislation  that  was 
agreed  upon  m  the  Twenty- Ninth  Congress. 
When  the  committee  was  appointed,  as  now 
organized,  it  soon  found  itself  at  an  inconven- 
ience in  the  matter  of  making  reports  upon  the 
business  of  the  House.  Thereupon  a  member 
of  the  Committee  on  Printing,  a  very  intelli- 
gent and  industrious  member  of  the  House, 
Mr.  Thomas  J.  Henley,  a  member  from  Indi- 
ana, asked  consent  that  a  rule  shoald  be 
adopted  allowing  the  Committee  on  Printing  to 
have  leave  to  report  at  any  time.  The  reason 
why  Mr.  Henley  asked  this  will  be  explained 
by  an  extract  from  his  remarks  which  the 
Chair  directs  to  bu  read  by  the  Clerk  in  the 
hearing  of  the  House. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Hknlkt  wished  to  obtain  the  ear  of  the 
House  for  a  moment,  while  he  stated,  in  oonneo- 
tion  with  this  resolution,  the  faot  that  all  Questions 
referred  to  tho  Committee  on  Printing  should  be 
reported  on  immediately  after  they  were  referred 
and  examined;  if  not,  the  consequence  would  fre- 
quently be  a  great  loss  to  the  Qovernment,  for  when 
the  documents  were  submitted  to  the  House,  before 
the  committee  had  time  to  examine  the  question 
ofprinting,  the  usual  number  were  ordered,  printed, 
and  before  the  committee  had  opportunity  to  report 
the  composition  might  be  distributed:  and  the  con- 
sequence was,  when  the  Committee  on  Printing 
afterward  reported  in  favor  of  mi  extra  number,  the 
House  were  obliged  to  pay  for  additional  composi- 
tion. What  he  proposed  was  that  the  House  should 
now  adopt  a  rule,  of  which  he  had  given  previous 
notice,  similar  to  that  which  was  in  force  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  and  one 
other  committee,  at  least,  that  it  should  be  in  order 
for  the  Committee  on  Printing  to  report  at  any  time. 
It  would  not  interfere  with  the  business  of  the  House, 
and  would,  as  he  had  before  said,  save  a  large 
amount  of  money  which  would  otherwise  be  paid  for 
additional  composition,  when  the  matter  had  already 
been  taken  down.'*— Conareseionat  Olobe,  volume 
eighteen,  page  318,  February  17, 1948. 


The  SPEAKER.     It  will  be  observed- 
Mr.  BE  ATT  Y.  I  would  ask  the  Speaker- 


The  SPEAKER.    The  Chair  begs  not  t;' 
interropted. 

Mr.  BE ATTY.    I  want  to  know  the  ^okv 
and  page  of  the  Globe. 

The  SPBAEER.  That  wiU  appear  in  0 
remarks  of  the  Chair  as  they  shall  be  pri'i^i 
in  the  Qlobe.  It  will  be  observed  tbtt  il  ; 
remark  of  Mr.  Henley,  which  was  the  o ! 
explanation  given  of  the  necessity  for  the  rj.«, 
relates  to  the  convenience  of  the  Prioi.* 
Committee  with  reference  to  tbeprintiofj 
the  House ;  and  that  for  the  eonvenieoce  ^. 
the  House  and  for  economy  of  the  poblicvr.ri 
the  committee  should  have  the  right  to  ny^-r 
at  any  time,  as  the  Committee  oo  Earui^: 
Bills  have  the  right  to  reoort  at  aoy  ticl^ 
That  has  been  the  nndouoted  right  of  it: 
committee.  It  is  to  the  undoubted  coDTeoie':<-<; 
and  advanta^  of  the  Hoose  that  the  Comxn 
tee  on  Printing  should  have  the  right  to  n^p  :t 
at  any  time ;  just  as  for  the  necessity  of  l^tr 
lation  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  sh:. . 
have  the  right  to  report  at  any  time.  And  l> 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  who  introdoced  \ii 
rule,  likened  the  necessity  to  th|U  of  the  Cos- 
mittee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Several  years  afterward,  in  1860,  vhes  is 
elaborate  revision  of  the  rales  wis  D»i«. 
which  led  to  thepresent  Digest  by  the  imii 
Clerk  of  the  House  of  lUpresentalive;,  u* 
House  directed  that  the  rales  in  regard  to  ib* 
Committee  on  Printing  and  the  Comsi.t  <? 
on  Enrolled  Bills  shoald  be  embraced  m  ue 
same  rule ;  so  that  Rule  101  of  the  H<.>a<« 
says  that  the  Committee  on  PrioUogandt^? 
Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  hs?e  the  :,u- 
to  report  at  any  time.  On  whatT  What  i* -J 
that  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  hn 
the  right  to  report  at  any  time?  Why. '< 
enrolled  bills.  What  is  it  that  the  Commi  tn 
on  Printing  have  the  right  to  report  at  acj 
time  ?  Why,  in  regard  to  printiDE  for  the  use 
of  the  House ;  of  necessity  the  rales  eonfioe  n 
to  that. 

It  will  be  observed  that  both  the  Committ^ 
on  Enrolled  Bills  and  the  Committee  odPhi^i 
ing  are  called  on  the  r^olar  call  of  commituri 
for  general  legislation  jast  as  often  utbeCotE 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary,  the  Commiu^e  oc 
Foreign  Affairs,  the  Committee  on  Gomoerce. 
or  any  other  important  committee  of  tb* 
House  is  called.  And  then,  when  so  caiW. 
any  general  legislation,  such  as  the  ktod  pro- 
posed by  the  bill  which  the  Chair  hss  direct^rd 
to  be  read,  is  in  order  from  that  committire. 
if  it  has  been  referred  to  it,  and  should  k 
confined  to  that  call  which  is  common  to  ^1 
committees,  and  is  enjoyed  by  the  Goon)iit^« 
on  Printing,  as  it  is  by  all  the  other  coq 
mitteea. 

If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  pri?il<>ge  tort  pert 
at  anytime  should  be  construed  by  this  Hu-*« 
in  the  sense  contended  for  by  the  preseot^tiair- 
man  of  the  committee,  then  the  Hou!>e  n-j 
have  bills  embracing  extraordinary  legisUt  j-: 
precipitated  upon  it  without  the  slightest  oc- 
tice.  The  bill  which  the  Chair  has  directed 
to  be  read  is  one  of  that  character.  Ofco.ry: 
it  is  never  the  function  of  the  Chair  to  disci.^^ 
the  expediency  of  proposed  legislation;  ta? 
he  cannot  refrain  from  directing  the  att'^on  <'. 
of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  the  biil  up'i 
which  the  gentleman  made  his  point  of  I'l' 
right  to  report  at  any  time  is  one  which  wwi  j 
overturn  tne  entire  system  of  priniing  4"^ 
distribution  of  public  documents,  ll  propose 
to  break  up  the  long-established  cnstoo  ^ 
distributing  them  among  the  members,  vii 
makes  the  Government  Printing  Office  s  vi5t 
wholesale  and  retail  printing  esUbiishow*- 
and  every  postmaster  throughout  the  Idk^' 
States  an  agent  of  sale  for  that  establishmec- 
Now,  the  Chair  does  not  undertake  to «»! 
whether  such  a  change  would  he  expedient  tr 
not;  but  he  is  firmly  convinced  that  it  »•* 
never  within  the  contemplation  of  the  wld 
of  the  House  that  the  right  to  report  at  any 
time,  which  the  committee  hu  and  osght  to 
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lave  apon  matters  of  printing,  sbould  be  con- 
itrued  as  embracing  a  measure  of  tbat  kind, 
(O  that  it  coald  be  reported  at  any  time  and 
nstant  action  had  upon  it.  For  the  House 
will  further  observe  that  the  specific  language 
)f  the  rule  is  that  the  right  of  the  committee 
4i  report  at  any  time  carries  with  it  the  right 
>f  the  House  to  consider  the  measure  when 
'eported.  Hence,  should  the  construction 
contended  for  be  maintained,  it  would  give 
he  Committee  on  Printing  the  rif^ht  to  inter- 
rupt and  obstruct  the  business  ot  the  House 
with  measures  of  general  legislation,  whereas 
Vlr.  Henley,  who  introduced  the  rule,  stated 
n  the  remarks  which  the  Chair  directed  to  be 
'ead  that  the  privilege  asked  for  the  commit- 
ted was  one  limited  in  its  nature,  like  that  of 
he  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  and  would 
lot  interfere  with  the  business  of  the  House. 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  will  please  observe 
3ne  other  great  abuse  to  which  such  a  con- 
struction might  lead.  The  rules  are  necessa- 
*ily  for  the  protection  of  minorities.  It  being 
established  by  many  parliamentary  decisions 
^hat  a  committee  has  the  right  to  report  back 
it  some  time  whatever  may  be  referred  to  it, 
ind  it  being  further  established  that  the  House 
san  by  a  majority  vote  refer  any  bill  on  Mon- 
clay  morning,  it  will  be  seen  that  any  bill 
belonging  of  right  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, or  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  or 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  or  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  or  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  might  by  a  majority 
p'ote  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing ;  and  if  that  committee  have  the  right  to 
report  such  legislation  at  any  time,  they  may 
Lhrust  in  upon  the  House  the  next  day,  as  soon 
is  the  Journal  is  read,  a  matter  wholly  dis- 
connected  with  printing,  wholly  apart  from 
Jieir  legitimate  duties — in  no  manner  or  shape 
relating  to  the  legitimate  functions  of  that 
;:ommtttee. 

Inasmuch  as  the  chairman  of  the  committee 
conceived  that  the  functions  and  rights  of  that 
committee  were  interfered  with  by  the  decision 
^f  the  Chair  upon  the  point  of  order  raised 
ly  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  the  Chair 
ias  felt  it  right  that  the  House  should  have  its 
ittention  called  to  the  matter;  because,  if  the 
ruling  of  the  Chair  be  wrong,  it  should  be  set 
right,  and  if  the  decision  of  the  Chair  be 
correct,  the  House  should  so  affirm. 

The  gentleman  from  Ohio  quoted  in  his 
speech  two  decisions  upon  this  point — one  by 
>x-Speaker  Cobb,  and  one  by  ex-Soeaker  Win* 
;hrup — which  sustain  his  view  by  declaring  that 
lo  point  can  be  raised  upon  a  matter  referred 
,o  the  committee;  that,  as  the  rules  give  such 
111  limited  scope,  it  is  not  for  the  Chair  to  pre- 
(cribe  a  limit.  The  Chair  is  quite  aware  that 
n  the  position  he  takes  he  differs  with  both 
hose  eminent  predecessors. 

Mr.    BEATTY.     Will    the    Chair   permit 


ne- 


The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  begs  not  to 
>e  interrupted.  It  is  by  no  means  uncom- 
non  that  the  occupant  of  the  Chair  is  called 
>ii  by  the  varying  developments  of  the  busi- 
ness of  the  House  to  make  a  different  ruling 
rem  that  which  has  been  made  at  some  pe- 
riod long  anterior.  The  Chair  has  taken  that 
-eapunsibility  heretofore  on  more  than  one 
)ccasion.  Such  cases  present  merely  a  differ- 
iDce  of  judgment,  to  be  determined  ultimately 
>y  the  House,  whose  will  and  ruling  must,  of 
;ourse,  govern  the  Chair. 

But  when  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  nnder- 
akes  to  state,  as  he  has,  that  the  present  occu- 
pant of  the  Chair  has  made  a  ruling  entirely 
lifferent  from  the  present,  the  Chair  must 
mswer  him.  As  an  instance  in  which,  as  the 
gentleman  contends,  the  Chair  maintained  a 
:)08iiion  inconsistent  with  that  which  he  is  now 
irginir,  the  gnntleman  presented  in  his  speech 
extracts  from  the  Globe  which  will  be  read  by 
he  Clerk.  The  firsUis  from  page  3118  of  the 
J  lobe  of  the  second  session  of  the  Forty- 
iTirst  Congress. 


The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

**  TribuUtito  Abraham  Lineoin, 

"Mr.  Laflin,  from  the  Committee  on  Printing, 
reported  bftck,  with  an  amendment,  a  joint  resolu- 
tion (S.  R.  No.  77)  author ising  the  distribution  of 
the  copies  remaininff  in  the  Department  of  State  of 
the  Tribatesof  the  Nations  to  Abraham  Lincoln. 

"  Mr.  ScopiKLD.  Is  that  a  privileged  report?  It 
does  not  relate  to  printing,  but  to  the  distribution 
of  donations  to  members.  Is  the  committee  author- 
ised to  report  at  any  time  anything  except  bills  and 
resolutions  for  printinii[? 

**  The  Sprakbr.  This  resolution  was  referred  to 
the  committee,  and  the  rule  states  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Printing  is  authorised  to  report  at  any  time. 
It  is  for  the  House  to  say  what  they  will  do  with  the 
report,  but  the  Chair  is  unable  under  the  rules  to 
prescribe  what  they  shall  report." 

The  SPEAKER.  The  other  extract,  which 
the  Clerk  will  now  read,  has  reference  to  the 
late  action  of  the  House  upon  matters  con- 
nected with  the  Congressional  Globe,  and  will 
be  found  on  page  1330  of  the  Congressional 
Globe  for  the  present  session. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"Mr.  Bkatty.  I  ask  that  Wednesday  of  next 
week  be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  this  bill. 

**Mr.  Garpikld,  of  Ohio.  Will  my  colleague  [Mr. 
Bbattt]  indicate  some  limit  of  time?  Can  he  not 
limit  the  consideration  of  this  bill  to  the  day  he  has 
named? 

"  The  Spiaksb.  The  Chair  would  suggest,  as  this 
bill  is  DOW  in  the  hands  of  a  committee  aathorixed 
to  report  at  any  time,  it  had  better  be  held  in  pos- 
session of  the  committee  until  an  opportune  moment 
occurs,  because  they  would  lose  rather  than  gain 
control  of  it  by  having  it  assigned  in  the  House  to 
any  particular  day." 

The  SPEAKER.  As  to  these  two  cases  the 
Chair  will  say  that  were  they  before  the  House 
now,  he  would  rule  precisely  as  he  did  then. 

The  first  case  related  to  the  distribution  of 
public  documents  which  had  been  printed  by 
the  Public  Printer.  Distribution  is  so  inti* 
mately  connected  with  public  printing  that  it 
is  generally  embodied  in  the  resolution  author- 
izing the  printing.  It  is  generally  provided 
that  so  many  copies  of  the  document  in  ques- 
tion shall  be  for  this  or  that  Department,  so 
many  for  the  Senate,  so  many  for  the  House, 
&c.  That  was  entirely  in  accordance  with  the 
decision  which  the  Chair  is  now  making,  and 
will  be  so  ruled  again.  • 

In  regard  to  the  second  instance,  which  is  in 
relation  to  the  bill  for  printing  tne  congres- 
sional debates  in  the  columns  of  the  Globe, 
of  course  it  is  so  palpable  and  so  plain  that 
that  fell  within  the  scope  of  the  Chair's  decis- 
ion, he  has  only  to  call  attention  to  it  to  re- 
affirm his  decision.  A  bill  in  relation  to  print- 
ing the  debates  in  the  columns  of  the  Globe 
would  of  course  come  strictly  and  directly 
within  the  roling  of  the  Chair,  because  it  relates 
to  theevery-day  convenience  of  the  House,  on 
which,  if  on  anything  at  all,  the  Committee  on 
Printing  would  be  allowed  to  report  to  the 
House  at  any  time. 

Both  of  these  decisions  of  the  Chair  are  such 
as  he  would  reaffirm  as  comine  within  the 
scope  of  the  reasoning  he  has  endeavored  thus 
hurriedly  to  submit  to  the  House.  He  desires 
in  some  form,  as  he  has  conversed  with  his 
associates  on  the  Committee  on  Rules  and  with 
an  eminent  predecessor  in  the  position  he  now 
occupies  [Mr.  Banks]  in  regard  to  it,  some 
action  of  the  House  on  the  point.  He  is  so 
entirely  clear  himself,  that  in  his  own  mind 
there  is  no  doubt;  but  he  submits  to  the 
superior  judgment  of  the  House,  which  must 
prevail  as  to  the  ultimate  construction. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  May  I  be  allowed  to  say  a 
word? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  DAWES.  How  long  does  the  gentle- 
man want? 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Not  more  than  ten  minutes. 
I  do  not  propose  to  occupy  much  time.  Now, 
if  I  understand  the  Chair  correctly  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  rule  to  which  reference  has 
been  made,  we  are  to  be  governed  by  the  opin- 
ion of  the  gentleman  who  introduced  the  rule, 
and  not  by  the  rule  itself.  It  seems  to  me 
when  a  simple  rule  is  agreed  upon  for  the  gov- 
ernment of  any  committee  in  this  House 


Mr.  ELDREDGE.  There  is  so  much  con- 
fusion in  the  House  that  we  cannot  hear  what 
is  being  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hopes  the 
House  will  give  the  same  attention  to  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  which  it  so  kindly  gave 
to  himself. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  There  is  so  much  dis- 
order that'we  cannot  hear  what  is  being  said, 
and  it  is  too  important  a  question  to  be  de- 
cided without  our'knowing  ail  about  it. 

The  SPEA^R  called  the  House  to  order, 
and  requested  members  to  resume  their  seats. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  What  I  desire  to  say,  Mr. 
Speaker,  is  this:  that  the  rule  itself  should 
govern  and  not  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
who  introduced  the  rule.  Now,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  duties  as  a  member  of  this  House, 
I  found  the  rules  gave  the  committee  to  which 
I  belong  the  right  to  report  at  anytime.  The 
rule  was  couched  in  plain  and  unmistakable 
English.  It  was  not  susceptible  of  two  con- 
structions. The  words  were  short,  simple, 
and  easily  understood.  I  flattered  myself, 
therefore,  tbat  I  knew  what  they  meant,  and 
perhaps  I  congratulated  myself  that,  dull  as  I 
was,  there  was  one  thing  I  did  know.  My 
committee  authorized  me  to  report  a  bill,  one 
which  contemplates  the  ultimate  reduction  of 
the  expenses  of  the  Government  to  the  extent 
of  $600,000  a  year ;  and  the  merits  of  that  bill 
I  am  ready  to  discuss  with  the  Speaker  or  any 
one  else  whenever  it  is  introduced.  I  determ- 
ined for  once  to  insist  on  the  privileges  ac- 
corded to  my  committee,  and  succeeded  in 
getting  the  eye  of  the  Speaker.  Some  mem- 
ber objected,  and  I  found  that  leave  to  report 
at  any  time  meant  that  the  Printing  Commit- 
tee is  privileged  to  report  resolutions  to  waste 
the  public  money^  but  not  to  report  resolutions 
to  save  the  public  money,  and  that  the  rule 
which  says  the  Printing  Committee  shall  have 
leave  to  report  at  any  time  means  they  shall 
not  be  permitted  to  report  an  honest  resolu- 
tion at  all. 

The  upshot  of  the  whole  matter  is  that  the 
rules  of  the  House  afford  no  protection,  no 
facilities  to  one  who  desires  to  proceed  in  a 
quiet,  business-like  way  to  the  transaction  of 
the  public  business,  and  put  no  restraints  what- 
ever on  those  who  do  not.  If  a  plain,  simple 
rule  like  that  under  which  the  Printing  Com- 
mittee acts  can  be  construed  to  mean  just  the 
reverse  of  what  it  says,  language  is  a  cheat 
and  parliamentary  law  a  myth.  The  idea  that 
a  man  must  search  through  two  hundred  and 
forty  thousand  columns  of  the  Congressional 
Globe  to  ascertain  the  meaning  of  one  short 
sentence  composed  of  fifteen  simple  English 
words  is  too  ridiculously  absurd  for  even  a 
believer  in  Baron  Munchausen. 

if  a  knowledge  of  parliamentary  law  now 
requires  such  herculean  labor  as  this,  you 
would  save  time,  money,  and  bitterest  agony 
of  soul  by  making  a  bonfire  of  your  parlia- 
mentary history  and  starting  afresh,  with  rules 
so  plain  that  they  could  not  be  misunderstood, 
and  then  applying  them  so  rigidly  that  no  dis- 
tracting and  conflicting  precedenrs  could  rise 
up  to  say  that  in  such  and  such  cases  white  is 
white,  but  that  in  all  other  cases  white  is 
invariably  black. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  desire  to  say  a  few  wo 
on  this  question.  I  quite  \inderstand  that  t 
gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Beattt]  migh 
naturally  mistake  the  powers  of  the  Commit 
tee  on  Printing  on  reading  the  rule  to  which 
he  refers.  But  he  will  see,  if  he  will  look  at 
the  spirit  of  the  rule,  that  it  does  limit  him  in 
the  degree  which  the  Chair  has  stated.  The 
rule  is  that  the  Committee  on  the  Printing  of 
the  House  shall  have  leave  to  report  at  any 
time.  The  words  "the  House'*  are  not  in- 
serted in  the  rule;  but  that  is  the  spirit  of  the 
rule.  The  Committee  on  the  Printing  of  the 
House  shall  have  authority  to  report  at  any 
time.  Tho  reason  of  that  is  that  it  concerns 
the  privileges  of  the  House.  If  we  are  called 
upon  to  act  upon  an  important  recommenda- 
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tion  by  ^he  President  of  the  United  States,  he 
sends  a  message.  We  cannot  act  upon  that  until 
the  message  is  printed,  as  well  as  the  docu- 
ments that  may  accompany  the  message.  It 
is  for  that  reason  that  the  rule  gives  this  power 
to  the  committee. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman 
if  the  rules  say  so? 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  have  no  doubt  the  rule 
would  have  said  so  if  it  had  not  been  thought 
that  everybody  understood  it.  It  is  necessary 
in  order  to  understand  the  recommendations 
of  the  message  that  we  should  have  the  mes- 
sage and  document  printed.  Now,  the  law 
says  that  these  matters  shall  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  If  we  want  an 
extra  number  of  copies  printed,  that  is  not 
within  the  discretion  of  the  House  until  it  has 
been  so  referred.  And  the  law  says  that  inas' 
much  as  this  refers  to  the  privilege  of  the 
House,  the  Committee  on  Printing  shall  have 
authority  to  report  to  the  House  at  any  time. 
That  is  the  spirit  of  the  rule. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  am  perfectly  sure  that  no 
predecessor  of  yours  iu  the  House  has  ever 
made  a  ruling  different  from  that.  In  the  cases 
that  have  been  referred  to  there  may  have  been 
something  in  the  nature  of  the  bill  that  would 
make  it  a  question  whether  the  committee  had 
a  right  to  report  or  not,  as  in  the  case  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  different  Governments  in 
regard  to  the  assassination  of  President  Lin- 
coln. That  matter  having  been  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Printing,  and  the  assassination 
having  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  having  been  made  a  subject  of  con- 
sideration in  the  House,  the  papers  relating  to 
that  subject  might  very  naturally  be  considered 
as  affecting  the  privileges  of  the  House,  and  it 
was  proper  that  the  Committee  on  Printing 
should  report  at  any  time  on  that  matter, 
although,  of  course,  gentlemen  on  the  floor 
and  the  Chair  might  differ  as  to  that. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  cases  to  which 
the  Chair  has  referred,  on  which  decisions 
were  given  by  Speaker  Cobb  and  Speaker 
Winthrop.  1  do  not  know  what  those  cases 
were.  1  hey  might  have  been  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  ^ve  the  committee  the  right  to  report  at 
any  time,  and  they  might  not  have  been  of 
such  a  nature.  But  it  was  very  proper  for  the 
Chair  in  this  case  to  say  that  the  rule  was  so 
broad,  and  the  case  submitted  so  uncertain  that 
the  House  should  decide  whether  the  committee 
had  the  right  or  not.  But  on  a  question  of 
general  legislation  being  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Enrolled  Bills,  or  to  the  Committee 
on  Printing,  or  to  the  Committee  of  Elections, 
or  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  or  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  which  all 
have  the  right  to  report  at  any  time,  it  would 
not  be  ruled  by  any  Speaker  that  that  gave 
them  the  right  to  report  at  any  tiow  on  a  mat- 
ter of  i^eneral  legislation.  The  right  of  these 
committees  to  report  at  any  time  is  only  in 
reglkrd  to  that  which  concerns  the  privileges 
of  the  House  or  touches  its  constitution,  and 
it  is  necessary  in  order  that  the  House  shall 
accord  those  privileges  that  this  power  shall 
be  accorded  to  those  committees. 

Thus  the  Committee  of  Elections  have  the 
authority  to  report  at  any  time. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  beg  the  gentleman's  par- 
don.    They  have  not  that  right. 

Mr.  BANKS.  They  have  the  right  to  report 
at  any  time,  but  only  on  the  right  of  a  mem- 
ber to  his  seat.  The  Committee  on  Rules 
have  the  right  to  report  at  any  time,  but  only 
on  the  rules  or  the  order  of  business  of  the 
HoQse.  The  Committee  on  Printing  have  the 
right  to  report  at  any  time,  but  only  in  regard 
to  the  printing  of  the  House.  The  Committee 
on  Enrolled  Bills  has  the  right  to  report  at  any 
time,  but  only  on  enrolled  bills,  bills  that  have 
been  enacted.  The  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions has  the  right  to  report  at  any  time,  but 
only  upon  those  matters  of  appropriation  es- 
tablished and  fixed  by  law  ;  if  by  their  report 
they  propose  to  change  one  of  those  items  of 


appropriation  to  the  extent  of  one  dollar,  of 
one  dime,  it  is  out  of  order  by  the  rule  of  the 
House.  The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
formerly  had  the  same  right  on  the  subject  of 
appropriations.  Now,  if  those  committees  were 
compelled  to  await  their  turns  for  six  or  seven 
months,  as  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs 
and  other  committees  have  to  wait,  before 
they  could  report  upon  the  matters  before 
them  touching  the  convenience  and  business 
of  the  House,  none  of  those  matters  could  be 
acted  upon  by  the  House  in  time,  perhaps, 
to  accomplish  what  might  be  desirea  by  the 
House. 

I  can  understand  very  well  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  [M.r,  Bbatty]  might  mistake, 
in  perfect  good  taith,  the  meaning  of  the  rule. 
But  I  think  that  upon  a  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  he  will  perceive  that  the  spirit 
of  the  rule,  if  not  its  language,  is  in  accord- 
ance with  the  decision  of  the  Chair.  As  this 
matter  touches  so  many  committees,  and  is 
one  of  so  much  importance,  I  ask  leave  of 
the  House  to  submit  a  resolution  upon  this 
subject. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  have  read  in  this  connection  the  rul- 
ings of  Speaker  Winthrop,  Speaker  Cobb,  and 
Speaker  Blaikk? 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  have  not  examined  the  de- 
cision of  Speaker  Winthrop,  but  at  the  time 
he  was  acting  as  Speaker  of  the  House  bills 
were  not  introduced  as  they  are  now.  Peti- 
tions were  then  introduced  in  open  session,  as 
is  now  done  in  the  Senate,  and  were  referred 
to  committees,  and  the  action  of  committees 
was  generally  based  on  petitions  so  introduced 
and  referred.  Formerly  there  would  be  thirty 
or  forty  bills  introduced  during  a  session,  while 
now  from  three  to  four  thousand  bills  are  in- 
troduced in  a  single  Congress.  Formerly  a 
motion  for  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  would  be 
debated  for  three  or  four  weeks.  Now,  it  is 
impossible  for  members  to  understand  what 
bills  go  to  a  committee.  The  difference  that 
now  exists  in  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  the 
House  should  be  taken  into  consideration  when 
reference  is  made  to  the  decision  of  Hon. 
Mr.  Winthrop.  I  submit  the  resolution  which 
I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Retolvedt  That  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  in  the  case 
now  stated,  upon  the  authority  of  the  Committee  on 
Printiog  to  report  at  any  time.  be.  and  hereby  is. 
sustained  by  the  House. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Is  that  resolution  in 
order  ? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Without  unanimons 
consent? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  is.  The  gentleman 
might  have  objected  at  (he  first  to  the  Chair 
proceeding  with  this  matter.  But  the  Chair 
having  introduced  the  question  by  consent  of 
the  House  has  a  right  to  the  judgment  of  the 
House  upon  it. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  wish  to  suggest  to  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks] 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  have  this 
resolution  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  wonld  greatly 
prefer  an  adverse  decision  of  the  House  to  a 
reference  of  this  resolution  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules.  The  Committee  on  Rules  can  report 
at  any  time,  and  the  decision  of  the  Honse 
will  enable  them  intelligently  to  do  so.  The 
Chair  hopes  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Banks]  will  not  accept  the  suggestion  to 
have  this  resolution  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Rules,  because  to  do  so  would  not  be  a  mat- 
ter of  justice  either  to  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio,  [Mr.  Beatty,]  the  chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Printing,  or  to  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  would  like  to  have  the 
rules  changed  J  I  have  no  objection  to  that. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  is  not 
whether  the  rules  should  be  changed,  but 
whether  the  construction  by  the  Chair  of  the 
existing  rule  is  correct. 
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Mr.  BEATTY.  I  ask  that  the  foDowin; 
decisions  of  Speaker  Winthrop  and  Spe^kr 
Cobb  be  read  before  the  House  votes oo  t,< 
question. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  geatleman  asks  .k 
some  extracts  from  his  speech  oa 
last  be  reftd 

Mr.  BEATTY.  And  which  are  also  extract- 
from  the  Qlobe. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"The  Spx\kbk  stated  the  qaeition.  Tb«  Cki; 
understood  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  toelAimf.r 
the  Speaker  the  diaoretionary  power  to  ity  tbt; 
character  of  reports  tbe  Comm  ittee  on  PriDtisc  bii(l: 
make  under  their  general  leave  to  report  tt  isj 
time.  The  Chair  overruled  the  point  of  order,  ui 
disclaimed  any  such  power.  The  rale  wu  fipw 
that  the  Committee  on  Printing  might  reiiort  si  i:.j 
time,  without  reference  to  the  nature  or  thtneux: 
of  the  report." — Sbeaker  Winikrcp, 

•' The  SpgAKKR.^'  •  *  •  •  "Tbejes- 
tleman  from  South  Carolina  [Mr.  BurtJ  sotKBi^.u 
a  point  of  order,  that  under  the  rules  of  tbeil-  w# 
the  gentleman  from  MiaaiMippi  is  not  estitled  » 
make  this  report  as  a  privileged  qaestioa.  Ibe  Cst;r 
overrules  the  poiut  of  order  npoo  the  sroond  iki 
the  twenty-first  mle  of  the  Honse  prorides  tbit  t 
shall  be  in  order  for  the  Committee  on  Prifitie;  t 
report  at  any  time.  The  rule  plaoes  no  rediicu  i 
whatever  upon  the  subject-matter  to  be  repr.^. 
and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair  it  is  liaitt«d  <>z\r 
the  fact  whether  or  not  the  subject  be  legituuiiJ? 
before  that  committee." — ^ftaker  C^b. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  I  ask  to  have  read  in  t^ 
some  connection  a  raling  of  the  present  oces- 
pant  of  the  Cbair. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

"  The  SpBAKsa.  This  resolution  was  referred  k 
the  committee,  and  the  rule  states  that  the  Coacit 
tee  on  Printing  is  authorised  to  report  at  any  oat- 
It  is  for  the  House  to  say  what  they  will  do  vitbtit 
report,  but  the  Chair  is  unable  under  the  ral«('.. 
prescribe  what  they  shall  report." 

Mr.  DAWES.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  mr'- 
aware  whether  the  House  referred  thisbiilts 
the  Committee  on  Printing.  If  it  wu  so  re 
ferred,  that  might  poBsibly  giT«  the  eommiur: 
a  broader  jurisdiction  than  it  woald  own^- 
have;  but  if  the  committee  originated  n — 

Mr.  BEATTY.  Allow  me  to  state  that  t^ 
bill  was  a  substitute  for  two  resolutions  vsii 
were  referred  in  open  House  lo  the  coid^ihk 

Mr.  DAWES.  A  reference  to  the  rule  cr- 
ating the  Committee  on  Printing  will  ihotii* 
extent  of  its  jurisdiction.  I  do  not  doubi  'U* 
the  House  can  give  the  committee  a  oev  r 
extended  jurisdiction;  but  in  the  absence oi 
that,  it  mast  be  perfectly  apparent  tbi  i» 
right  to  report  at  any  time  can  onlj  be  c^x 
tensive  with  the  jurisdiction  of  the  cominit{« 
and  a  reference  to  the  rule  creating  ihe  coa 
mittee  shows  the  limited  character  of  ii^' 
authority,  in  the  absence  of  any  new  or  add. 
tional  authority  given  by  the  House.  Af  nk 
been  stated  by  the  Chair,  the  jorisdiction  o\ 
the  committee  relates  solely  to  the  maUerai 
printing. 

I  will  say,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  I  baye  t:.- 
fourteen  years  been  a  member  of  a  priyilefH 
committee — a  committee  having,  in  the  w 
guage  of  the  rules,  a  right  to  report  tti? 
time.     I  was  for  ten  years  upon  the  Coonii' 
tee  of  Elections,  which  has  been  considerri 
as  having  the  highest  privilege ;  and  it  » 
always  been  the  practice  of  that  comnai'^ 
and  the  ruling  of  ihe  Speaker,  that  wben^'^^ 
that  committee  desired  to  present  an?  \fp'-^\ 
tion  in  the  form  of  a  bill  it  should  berepor^'-- 
under  the  general  call ;  that  as  to  sucfa  n>»^ 
ters  the  committee  had  no  right  torep«)Tt»' 
any  time.     I  remember  that  on  one  occa^^^'^ 
I  sought  to  submit  a  bill  from  the  comQii^'J 
in  reference  to  the  election  of  metnbff*  "j. 
Congress,  and  there  was  a  distinct  roliai' 
the  Chair  that  such  a  measure  did  not  &)8* 
within  the  privilege  of  the  commitie*  J<5  ^, 
port  at  any  time.     When  I  was  a  member  i' 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  ibat  w* 
mittee  having  the  same  right  to  report  at  »^' 
time,  I  was  always  obliged  to  obtain  Iw-* [' 
report  any  bill  in  reference  to  generai  >- 
jects.     So  with  the  Committee  of  Wajs  f 
Means.     This  morning  I  reported  from  '^^ 
committee    two  bills,   one  properly  cos:- 
within  the  jnrisdiction  which  the  rulc«  f 
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ij  commiUee,  kod  I  reported  it  without 
iife,  because  I  had  a  rignt  to  do  lo  M  any 
me  i  but  u  to  the  other  bill,  which  wh  of  a 
ifferent  character,  I  Keked  uuauimoua  cod- 
eni  of  the  Hoase  Id  report  it.  The  right  of 
le  Committee  of  BleclioDS,  tha  Committee 
n  Appropriations,  aud  Uie  Cotamittee  of 
Faya  and  Meana  to  report  at  any  time  haa 
Iwajs,  while  I  have  been  a  meinber  of  the 
louBe,  baea  conatrued  m  limited  to  the  sps- 
ial  matters  orer  which  those  commilteeB  by 
iei[  creation  have  jnnsdiction. 


lea  the  Committee  of  Bleotioua  to  report  at 
uy  lime.  Their  privile^  ia  that  respect  ra- 
ulla  only  from  the  privileeed  nature  of  the 
latieragenerallv  committed  to  them. 

Mr.  COX.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  believe 
.  would  be  wise  to  send  a  reaoluiion  of  this 
ind  to  the  Committee  on  the  Ralea.  That 
ommittee  is  compoted  of  Gtb  memberB,  the 

fieaker  being  one,  and  the  gentleman  from 
aBsachuaetti  [Hr.  Banks]  another,  both  of 
rhom  have  stated  their  new  as  to  the  qnes- 
ion  before  the  Hooae.  As  another  member 
f  tbac  coramitLee,  I  beg  to  conear  in  what 
bey  have  said,  and  I  do  ao  for  one  Bimple 
Bason.  The  ralea  of  this  House  were  made 
or  the  purpose  of  protecting  minoritieB  by 
.bstructing  and  impeding  legisla^on.  Tbef 
r«re  fmnied  at  an  early  day  in  the  hiatory  <^ 
'nr  QoTernmeot,  when  men  had  "strict  con- 
truetion"  ideas,  both  as  to  the  conatitntiou 
if  (he  House  and  the  ConatitatioQ  of  the  coun- 
ry.  They  were  not  frftmed  like  the  rolea  of 
□ost  legialatiTe  bodies  for  &cililating  legis- 
atioB.  I  hold  that  the  House  would  be  depart' 
OK  from  the  original  reaaoa  and  philoaopby 
>f  our  roles  if  it  did  not  nastain  the  Speaker 
□  tbe  conatruclion  which  he  haa  given  to  the 
nle  now  in  question — a  deeision  supported  by 
he  very  reaiona  out  of  which  the  rule  graw. 
iVe  hare  here  legialatiou  of  all  sorts;  it  is 
Gulti&tious  in  its  character.  It  ia  worse  l«o- 
old  than  when  I  came  to  CoDgresB  in  1866. 
There  is  greater  reason  growing  out  of  the 
lusiness  which  comes  in  this  mullifarious  way 
o  Congrsas,  and  in  the  aggrandiMment  of 
lower  by  the  Qovernment  as  the  result  of  tbe 
rar — there  is  greater  reason,  I  lay,  why  the 
•peaker,  when  he  gives  a  strict  conptmction 
0  the  rules,  should  be  sostained  by  tbe  House, 
hope  this  will  not  be  referred  to  the  Com- 

Mr.  DAWES.    I  demand  theprevioua  qnes- 

The  previone  question  was  seconded  and  the 
nain  question  onlered. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoptii 
if  the  reaolntion  aobmitted  by  Hr.  Bahks. 

Tbe  House  divided;  and  then  were — ayes 
67,  noes  6. 

So  the  reiolation  was  adopted ;  and  the 
leciaion  of  the  Chair  Boatained  as  thejudg- 
oent  of  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  BANKS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
ly  which  the  reaolntion  wasadoptad;  aodabo 
Qovedthat  the  motion  to  recooiider  belaid  ~~ 
be  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THUTOaiAL  BUaiNMS. 

Tbe  SPEAEBB.    To-day  at  half  past  c 
''clock  was  set  apart  fbr   report*  from  tbe 
Committee  on  Territoiiea  to  the  ezclanon  gf 
.11  other  bnsineaa. 

Mr.  EBTCHAM.  1  desire  to  sabmlt  a 
eport  from  the  committee  of  couferenee  on 
be  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houseeonthe 
It.  Croix  and  Bayfield  land  grant. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  New 
fork,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
ic Lands,  gave  notice  last  week  that  he  would 
o-day  submit  a  report  from  the  committee  of 
onference.  That  is  of  sufficiently  high  priv- 
lege  to  override  the  priril^e  accorded  the 
Committee  on  Territones.  The  Chair  hopes, 
lowever,  that  some  adjnslmenl  will  be  made, 
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so  that  the  Committee  on  Territories  may  not 
be  deprived  of  the  pririlege  accorded  them. 

Mr.  TAFFE.  I  am  aware  tbe  motion 
made  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  will 
take  precedence  of  the  order  of  the  House 
granting  to-day  to  the  Committee  on  Territo- 
ries for  reports.  It  will  be  remenbered  by 
the  Chair  wid  by  the  House  that  the  territorial 
business  has  been  postponed  twice  before.  I 
know  it  is  by  the  grace  of  the  House  the  priv- 
ilege has  been  accorded  to  the  Committee  on 
Territories,  and  before  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  submits  his  report,  I  ask  the  House 
to  fix  some  other  day  to  which  the  reports 
frooi  the  Comiuiltee  on  Territories  may  be 
postponed,  subject  to  the  same  restrictions  as 
the  original  order  of  the  House  to-day. 

The  SPEAECEB.  What  day  does  the  gen- 
tleman fix? 

Ur.  TAFFB,     I  move  that  this  day  two 
weeks  he  set  apart  for.  the  consideration  of 
lorts  from  the  Committee  on  Territories, 
»ct  to  the  same  restrictions  made  by  the 
original  order  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAEBB.  That  is,  the  business  of 
the  Territorial  Committee  shall  be  coosldared 
to  the  eiclaaion  of  all  other  buaiuesa  except- 
ing reports  from  the  Comiuittee  of  Ways  and 
Means  and  from  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
There  WAS  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 

Mr,  TAFFB  moved  to  reconsider  tbe  vote 
juat  taken;  and  also  mored  that  the  motion 
to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  wna  agreed  to. 
VAILDHE  or  KAILS. 

Hr.  BLDBBDGB,  by  nnaoimons  consent, 
reported  back  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  a  petition  praying  the  repeal  of  the 
law  aothoriziDg  reduction  of  pay  to  mail  con- 
tcaetors  fbr  failure  to  deliver  mails  on  account 
of  high  water,  and  moved  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Gommntee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post 
Roads. 

Th«<«otion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EETC^AH.  Hr.  Speaker,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  notice  which  I  gs  re  last  week,  I 
now  report  on  behalf  of  the  committee  of  con- 
ference on  tbe  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses  on  a  bill  (3.  Mo.  56&)  to  extend  the 
time  to  the  SUM  of  Wisconsin  to  conaplete  the 
road  from  I^ake  St.  Croix  to  Lake  Superior, 
that  they  have  met,  and  after  a  fnll  and  free 
conference  hava  been  unable  to  agree.  The 
Senate  have  »sked  for  another  committee  of 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses,  and  as  it  has  been  customary  to  com- 
ply with  such  a  reauest,  I  move  the  House 
insist  on  its  amenament,  and  ask  another 
committee  of  conference. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  I  move,  if  now  in  order, 
that  the  Honae  recede,  and  on  that  I  demand 
the  previous  question. 

Hr.   HOLMAN.     I  move  that  the  House 

Hr.  STEVENSON.  I  thought  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  had  demanded  the  pre- 
vious qnestion. 

The  SPEAKER.  He  did  not,  bnt  even  If 
he  had,  it  would  not  cut  off  the  right  to  make 
the  motion  to  recede. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Inaimncb  aa  the  motion 
has  been  made  to  recede  from  the  amendment 
of  the  House,  1  hope  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  will  permit  me  to  make  a  motion  to 

The  SPEAKBB.  The  three  motions  can 
be  pending  at  the  same  time,  and  will  be  con- 
aidered  in  the  following  order :  the  motion  to 
recede  first,  then  the  motion  to  insist  and  ask 
for  another  committee  of  conference,  and 
finally  the  notion  to  adhere. 

Mr.  EBTCHAM.  1  am  to  underatand, 
then,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  the  motion  to  recede 
will  take  precedence  of  the  motion  I  have 
made  to  insist  and  ask  for  another  committee 


of  cooferenee,  and  that  the  demand  for  the 
previons  question  even  wonld  not  cut  off  the 
motion  to  recede.  Now,  sic,  when  I  submit- 
ted the  motion  to  insist  and  ask  for  another 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two 
Houses,  I  believed  it  would  meet  with  generul 
acquiescence  on  the  part  of  tbe  House.  How- 
ever, SB  it  haa  been  met  in  an  entirely  differ- 
ent spirit,  and  a  motion  has  been  made  to 
recede,  provoking,  of  course,  a  contest  at  this 
time  belWRcn  the  friends  and  opponents  of 
tbe  bill,  I  do  not  sea  how  I  can,  with  anything 
like  fairness,  refuse  to  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Indiana  (o  make  a  motion  to  adhere. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  1  now  submit  that  the 
HoQBe  adhere  to  its  amendment 

Hr.  KBTCHAM.  I  withdraw  the  motion 
to  insist  and  ask  for  another  couferenee,  the 
friends  of  tbe  measure  having  determined,  aa 
it  would  seem,  to  have  the  question  decided 
now,  and  I  now  demand  the  previous  qnestion. 

Hr.  VAN  TBCHP.  What  would  be  the 
effect  of  voting  to  recede  7 
'  The  SPEAKER.  To  recede  is  to  pass  the 
bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate,  in  other 
words,  both  Houses  have  passed  this  biU. 
Tbe  Senate  paaaed  it  in  one  form,  and  the 
House  passed  it  with  an  amendment.  If  the 
House  recede  from  the  amendment,  the  bill 
will  pass. 

The  previous  qnestion  was  seconded  and  the 
main  qnestion  ordered. 

Mr.  KILLINGBR,  I  ask  that  the  amend- 
ment be  read. 

Tbe  Clerk  read  as  fbUoyra: 

at  olame,  and  iaaatt 

IE 

rranted  br  ConsrsM 
In  1861  to  tha  State  of 

V  -DBtioD  of  a  railroad 

It  Lake  Superior,  with 

a  aid  tranthaviDa  ox- 

pi  rabj'  ars,  rorfeitwl  to 


I  public  domain. 


13  of 


u  .Dill  aball  b«  aaleatad 

bi  — — _iy  railroad  company 

■nd  said  lands  ara  aiproialr  raaerved  [or  Itie  b«D*Bt 
of  aetaaiMttlan  under  tha  proviaions  ofaaid  home- 
Btaad  aot:  Fromdtd.  That  no  taad  ambraoad  ia  tb<> 
Siaatlo  the  St.  Croii  Railroad  Company  ahail,  [ 


Com] 


_.    _Ti  Pttolfio  Railway 

ud  alluUorparla  ofaataiiK       *'      ' 
'oviaioD  are  h  ereby  repMlad. 


Hr.  HOLMAN.  laaamueh  as  there  are  two 
motions  pending,  a  motion  to  recede  and  a 
motion  to  adhere,  I  desire  to  make  a  par- 
liameotsu'y  ini^niry  as  to  the  exact  effect  of 
those  two  motions  when  placed  in  oppogition 
to  each  other. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  same  inquiry  has 
been  made  by  several  gentlemen,  and  the  Chair 
degires  the  attention  of  the'Honse  while  he 
states  the  effect  of  the  two  motions  now  pend- 
ing, one  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
syTvaoia  [Mr.  ScoFiKU>]  to  recede,  and  the 
other  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr. 
Homun]  to  adhere.  If  the  Hoose  shall  re- 
cede from  the  amendment  which  has  been 
jnat  read,  the  bill  is  passed  by  that  vote.  Re- 
ceding from  that  amendment  pastes  tbe  bill. 

Ur.  HOOFER,  of  Massachusetts.  As  it 
came  from  the  Senate  T 

The  SPEAKER.  Preciselyas  it  camefrom 
the  Senate.  The  original  Senate  hilt  is  passed 
if  the  HoDSe  recede  from  its  amendment.  If 
the  House  should  not  recede,  the  question  will 
then  come  up  on  the  motion  to  adhere  ;  and 
if  the  House  should  adhere,  that  finally  ends 
tbe  bill  and  defeats  it.  Adhering  on  Ibo  part 
of  the  House  defeats  the  bill  finally'.     The  two 


under  parliamentary  law. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.     I  aak  that  the  bill  aa 
it  came  to  us  from  the  Seoat^be  t«ad.    If  ws 
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recede  from  oar  amendment  we  thereby  pasB 
that  bill.     I  ask,  therefore,  that  it  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  has  the 
right  to  make  that  demand.  The  Clerk  will 
read  the  original  bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  to  the  State  of  Wiaoonsin 
to  complete  a  road  from  Lake  SL  Croix  to  Lake 
Saperior. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houee  xif  Beg^re- 
eentativee  €t/  the  United  StiMtee  c/  America  in  Conor eee 
a»etmbled»  That  in  case  there  shall  be  completed, 
within  one  year'  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  forty 
miles  of  the  road  from  the  St.  Croix  river  or  lake 
to  Lake  Saperior.  as  authorised  by  act  of  Congress 
approTed  June  3, 1856,  and  act  of  Congress  approTed 
May  5j  1861,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  shall 
be  satisfied  of  such  completion,  the  time  for  com- 
pleting the  oonstmotion  of  said  road  as  anthorised 
by  said  acts  shall  be  extended  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin five  years  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and 
all  the  ifrants,  rights,  and  privileges  contained  in 
said  original  acts  shall  be  continued  in  fail  force  and 
▼irtae  for  said  time  of  five  years:  Provided,  That 
the  word  "  mineral "  when  used  in  the  acts  herein- 
before referred  to  shall  not  be  held  to  include  coal, 
and  subject  to  the  further  condition  that  the  lands 
granted  by  the  acts  hereby  extended,  excepting  only 
such  as  are  necessary  for  the  company  to  which  the 
benefits  of  this  act  may  inure,  reserve  for  depots, 
stations,  side-tracks,  wood-yards,  standing-grounds, 
and  other  needful  uses,  in  operating  the  road,  and 
pine  and  coal  lands  shall  be  sold  to  actual  settlers 
only,  and  in  quantities  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  to  any  one  person,  under  such  rules 
and  restrictions  as  may  be  prescribed  hjr  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Interior,  at  such  prices  as  will  secure  to 
said  company,  its  successors  or  assigns,  an  average 
price  of  not  more  than  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  acre,  and  subject  to  the  farther  condition  that 
the  right  of  wav  is  hereby  granted  to  said  company 
to  the  extent  of  one  hundred  feet  in  width  on  each 
side  of  the  said  road  through  the  public  lands: 
Provided,  That  the  grant  hereby  extended  shall 
inure  only  to  the  benefit  of  such  company  or  com- 
panies as  the  State  of  Wisconsin  may  hereafter 
designate. 

Mr.  KETCHAM.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  rise  to 
close  debate 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  is  enti- 
tled to  one  hour. 

Mr.  KETCHAM.  I  propose,  Mr.  Speaker, 
to  occupy  only  a  few  moments. 

On  a  former  occasion  I  gave  the  history 
of  this  road,  and  the  legislation  of  Congress 
concerning  it.  My  views  remain  unchanged. 
The  majority  of  the  House  conferees  insisted 
upon  a  sabstitnte,  which  the  House  by  a  de- 
cided vote  adopted,  and  which  restores  the 
lands  in  question  to  the  public  domain,  and 
places  them  beyond  the  reach  of  any  railroad 
company.  The  majority  of  the  Senate  con- 
ferees insisted  on  the  original  Senate  bill, 
which  gave  to  this  railroad  company  about 
fourteen  hundred  thousand  acres  of  public 
lands,  which  are  very  valuable  by  reason  of 
the  forests  of  choice  pine  timber  with  which 
they  are  covered.  In  addition  to  this.  Con- 
gress has  already  given  another  railroad  run- 
ning parallel  to  this,  and  within  an  average 
distance  of  twenty-eight  miles  from  it,  and 
which  is  now  in  operation,  eight  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land.  We  are  thus  called 
upon  to  subsidize  two  lines  of  railroad  within 
an  average  distance  of  twenty-eight  miles  of 
each  other.  I  doubt  very  much  it'  the  people 
will  sanction  snch  legislation. 

These  lands  have  been  kept  from  settlement 
during  the  last  three  years  by  reason  of  a  con- 
tract between  the  late  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office  and  the  late  Governor  of  Wis- 
consin. That  contract  is  now  on  file  in  the 
Department,  and  was  read  when  the  bill  was 
formerly  considered  in  the  House. 

I  desire  the  House  to  vote  understandingly 
on  this  matter.  The  motion  to  recede,  should 
it  prevail,  will  pass  the  original  Senate  bill, 
while  a  motion  to  adhere,  if  it  succeeds,  will 
open  these  lands  to  settlement  under  the  home- 
stead ismd  preemption  laws.     I  call  for  a  vote. 

Mr.  McCRARY.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  [Mr.  Ketoham]  yield  to  me  for  a 
few  minutes? 

Mr.  KETCHAM.  I  will  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  McCRARY.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Ketcham]  has  stated  the  effect  of 
the  sabstitnte  adopted  by  the  House  for  the 


Senate  bill  to  be  to  place  these  lands  in  the 
possession  of  actual  settlers  and  to  take  them 
away  from  railroad  corporations.  I  voted  for 
the  substitute  which  was  adopted  by  the  House 
with  a  very  different  understanding  as  to  its 
effect.  And  if  I  was  wrong  in  that  under- 
standing I  wish  the  gentleman  would  correct 
me  and  correct  other  members  of  the  House 
upon  that  subject. 

If  I  understand  the  facts  of  the  case  they 
are  these :  the  earlier  grant  was  made  to  this 
Wisconsin  railroad  company ;  subsequently  the 
same  lands  were  covered  by  the  grant  made 
to  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company. 
Now,  if  I  am  correct  in  regard  to  those  facts, 
then  I  submit  that  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
reserve  these  lands  for  the  use  of  actual  set- 
tlers. Any  provisions  we  may  incorporate 
into  this  bill  for  that  purpose  or  with  that 
view  will  be  utterly  null  and  void.  Now,  I 
desire  to  understand  distinctly  from  gentle- 
men who  are  familiar  with  this  subject,  who 
have  considered  this  bill  of  the  Senate  and 
the  substitute  of  the  House,  whether  it  is  true, 
as  has  been  repeatedly  alleged  upon  this  floor, 
that  these  lands  fall  within  the  grant  made 
to  the  North  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  If 
they  do  fall  within  that  grant,  then  it  is  utterly 
idle  for  us  to  talk  about  reserving  tbem  for 
the  use  of  actual  settlers,  or  for  entry  under 
the  homestead  law.  That  is  a  question  of 
fact  which  the  House  ought  distinctly  to  under- 
stand. 

Now,  if  it  be  true,  as  I  have  been  led  to 
believe  from  the  discussions  which  we  have  had 
upon  this  subject,  that  these  lands  do  fall 
within  the  grant  made  to  the  Northern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  then  the  effect  of  the  sub- 
stitute adoptea  by  the  House  for  the  Senate 
bill  would  De  to  confirm  the  title  to  them  to 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and 
it  could  have  no  other  effect.  .If  these  lands 
are  within  that  grant,  then  there  is  nothing 
necessary  to  perfect  their  title  to  them,  except 
that  the  earlier  srant  shall  be  declared  null 
and  void  by  act  o?  Congress,  and  that  is  done 
by  this  substitute.  I  hope  that  these  matters 
may  be  explained,  so  that  I  and  other  gentle- 
men here  who  wish  to  vote  on  the  side  of  the 
actual  settlers  may  understand  correctly  the 
effect  of  this  substitute. 

Mr.  KETCHAM.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  to  be  read  a  letter  from  the  Commis- 
sioner of  the  General  Land  Office  npon  this 
subiect. 

1  he  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Depabtment  op  the  Interior. 

GsNBBAL  Land  Oppicb. 
Washington,  D.  C,  AfareA  20, 1872. 

Sib  :  In  response  to  your  inquiries  of  this  morning 
I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  should  the  grant  to 
the  St.  Croix  and  Lake  Superior  railroad  be  renewed, 
there  would  inore  for  its  benefit,  under  the  original 
rant  of  Jane  5,  1856,  and  the  additional  grant  of 

'av  5, 1864,  about  1,408,452 acres. 

Should  the  lands  be  declared  forfeited,  and  re- 
turned to  the  United  States  as  ordinary  public  lands, 
to  be  disposed  of  in  the  usual  manner,  then  the 
Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  would,  under 
its  acts,  and  upon  the  definite  location  of  their  lioe, 
be  entitled  to  so  much  of  said  lands  as  should  then 
be  undisposed  of.  and  within  the  limits  of  their 
grant. 

Estimating  upon  the  basis  of  the  general  line  of 
route  of  the  said  Northern  Pacific  railroad,  from 
Montreal  river  to  the  west  boundary  of  the  State  of 
Wisconsin,  as  filed  in  this  office,  that  company  would 
receive  of  the  above  lands  about  six  hundred  and 
fifty  thouiiand  acres. 

Should  the  grant  to  the  St.  Croix  road  be  renewed, 
however,  then  the  Northern  Pacific  Railway  Com- 
pany would  be  entitled  to  other  lands,  in  lieu  of 
those  granted  to  the  St.  Croix  road,  to  be  selected 
gom  their  indemnity  limits,  either  in  the  State  of 
Wisconsin  or  elsewhere. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

WILLIS  DRUMMOND. 
Oommieeioner, 
Hon.  J.  H.  Kbtcham,  Houee  of  Bepreeentativee. 

MBS8AGB  VROM  THE  8BNATH. 

A  messa^  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Syhp- 
soN,  one  ot  their  clerks,  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  insisted  upon  their  amendmentSt 
disagreed  to  by  the  House,  to  the  bill  of  the 
House  No.  1060,  making  appropriations  for 
the  legislative,   executive,   and   judicial  ex- 


fi 


Senses  of  the  Government  for  the  year  e» :. 
une  30,  1878,  and  for  other  parposet :  tj 
agreed  to  the  conference  asked  by  the  iy» 
npon  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  H>;«i 
thereon,  and  nad  appointed  as  the  coofe^ 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  Mr.  CoLBofCiL 
fomia,  Mr.  Morbill  of  Vermoot,  aod  1*. 
Stetevsok  of  Kentucky. 

The  message  further  annoonoed  dot  6i 
Senate  had  passed,  and  rei^aested  the  eooci; 
rence  of  the  House  in  a  bill  of  the  folloii^ 
title : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  908)  to  change  the  direct 
of  the  road  authorized  by  the  act  approrei 
June  3,  1856,  from  Ontonagoa,  io  the  Swt 
of  Michigan,  to  the  Wisconsio  State  be,  ui 
for  other  purposes. 

8T.  GBOIX  AND  LAKE  BUPBRIOR  KilUOU. 

The  House  resumed  the  ccnsidentioQof  tbt 
report  of  the  committee  of  confereoce  ob  ut 
St.  Croix  and  Lake  Soperior  railroad  bill 

Mr.  KETCHAM.     I  call  for  s  vote. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  PeuDsyWaDia.  K 
the  gentleman  allow  me  two  misatea? 

Mr.  KETCHAM.  I  must  decline  to  jk : 
I  would  be-  pleased  to  oblige  tbegeotleni:, 
but  if  I  yield  to  him  I  must  yield  to  the  ^ 
tleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Houlu]  m 
others. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  PennsylTaniL  lis; 
to  show  by  the  law  that  the  Commiuiooerc' 
the  General  Land  Office  is  in  error. 

Mr.  KETCHAM.  I  am  called  open  bjiei 
tlemen  around  me  to  insist  upon  a  rote. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  first  qoesuon  iim 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Peos^l 
vania,  [Mr.  Scofisld,]  that  the  Hooie  re;t« 
from  its  amendment  to  the  bill  of  the  Seutc 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Should  the  HooMref^jt 
to  recede,  and  then  adhere  to  its  ameodaea: 
cannot  the  Senate  then  agree  to  the  u^'A 
ment  of  the  House  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  If  the  Hoqm  shall  ti 
here  to  its  amendment,  the  Senate  eoald  tbe: 
pass  the  House  bill,  but  the  House  eoaid»: 
then  pass  the  Senate  bill. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  PennsylfaniL  la 
for  tbe  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motioD  to  na^ 
from  the  amendment  of  the  Hoase. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  itwasdeoits 
in  the  negative — yeas  66,  nays  116,  ootTou( 
68 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS —  Messrs.  Ames,  AverUl,  Barb«r.  Bck. 
Austin  Blair,  Boles.  GeorM  M.  Brwks.  B«l.'5. 
Conger,  Dawes,  De  Large.  Donnan.  Da  Bose  ifi-- 
nell.  Eldredge,  Ooodrioh.  Hale,  Hancoek,  Htfpcr 
Gerry  W.  Uaaelton.  John  W.  Haielwa.  U^: 
Hooper,  Houghton,  Lansing.  Mar oard.  Md^rsis. 
Orr,  PalmerTPeck.  Perce,  KliPerrj,  Peten.  P*^- 
Roosevelt.  Rusk,  Sargent.  Sawyer,  Seofield,  ^*w• 
Sheldon.  Sherwood.  Slater.  Sloes,  Snapp,  »^.. 
Stoughton,  Taffe,  Dwight  Townsend.  i^«fP"f'; 
Townsend.  Twichell,  Waddell.  Waldea.  W».4k. 
Wheeler,  and  WUliams  of  New  York-o&       .^ 

NAYS^Messrs.  Aoker.  Adams,  Ambler.  AniJ 
Arthur.  Barry,  Beatty.  Bell.  Beveridfc.  BjlC*** 
ham.  Bird,  Braxton.  Buffinton.  Barebard.W'A'' 
Roderick  R.  BuUer,  Carroll.  WilliMnT.  CUrtu 
burn.  Cochlan,  Conner.  Cox,  Critcher,  t>««i«; 
Darrall.  Davis.  Dickey.  DaeU.  Eamcs,  By.  Fi»- 
worth.  Finkelnburg.  Forker.  Garfi«ld,  b»rj 
Golladay,  Griffith.  Haldeman,  HalMy.  H«aM;>: 
Uandloy.  Hanks.  Harmer.  George  K.  llfrrL*.  J«  •' [ 
Harris,  Uaven8^ay.Hays.Hereford.HeraJ^«-f; 
bard.  Holman,  KeUey,  Kellogg,  KendjJl.  Lef  Jf 
Killinger.  King.  Lewis  JiOwe,MaBtoo.U«7bfl;;- 
Clelland.  McCraiy.  Mcilenry.  McIntyre.ll;JM\J- 
McKioney.  McNeely.  Mercor,  Memao.  Ji«^~» 
Moore,  Morgan.  Morphia,  Negley.  Niblack.  P^-^;': 
Packer.  Isaac  C.  Parker.  Aaron  If.  "wfyv.  u- 
Prindle,  Rainey,  Randall,  Read.  Edvud  T  »» 
John  M.  Rice.  Mlis  H.  Roberts.  William  R  W^ 
Sessions.  Shanks.  Shoemaker.  John  A'^*f'J 
Milton  Speer,  Spraguo.  Stevens,  SUveoiOD^^ 
Strong.  Sypher»Terry,  Turner.  Tyner. y**''". 
Trump,  Wells,  Vl^hiteley.  Whitthorne.  Wii^^ 
Indiana,  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson.  John  t  ">-'' 
Winchester.  Wood,  and  Yonnr— 116.  p- l^ 

NOT  VO^^ING- Messrs.  Banks.  Barnoa^Sr 
James  G.  Blair,  Bright,  James  Brooltf.  w«*t; 
F.  Butler.  Caldwell.  Campbell.  ?»•»«  ^,Ti, 
Oobb.Comingo.  Cotton.  Oreb8.Cre^y.  Crocker.  i^> 
Duke.  BUiott.  Farwell.  Charles  Foster.  H«fg'^ 
Poster  Jl^ilder  D.  Foster.  Frye.  Gett  H^wl'?' '^'^ 


Korr.  kinsella,  Lamison,  Lamport,  teacb.  U*^^ 
MoGrew.  McKee.  Benjamin  F.  Meyert.  Jl>^<^ 
Monroe.  Morey,  Leonard  Myers,  Ho«m  ^j  fjLiL 
Pendleton,  Piatt.  Porter,  fSoe,  Ritfilii«.  J*^. 
Rogers,  Shellabarger.  Shober.  SloeoB,  a.»^ 
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ikD  Smitb,  VortbinclDn  C.  Smith,  Thomw  J.  8p*«r. 
tkrkwutber,  Slowtll,  St.  Jaha.  Bulhsrland.  Bwann, 
homu.  Tuthill,  Vamhui.  VoorhsH,  Wtkaman. 
r»ll>c«.  WaUi,  Wuren.  and  WUIiird-«8. 

So  the  motion  to  recede  was  doI  agreed  to. 

DuringlheruU-call,  ^efollowiagaDnoiiDce- 
aenta  were  made: 

Mr.  SHUBEB.  On  this  qaeatioo  I  am 
•aired  with  rar  colleague,  Hr.  Cobb,  who,  if 
iresent,    would  vote  "aj,"   while    1  should 

Mr.  LEA.CH.  I  am  paired  on  all  questions 
>risiDK  upon  this  bill  with  the  geotleman 
rom  Peoiisylvanis,  Mr.  B.  V.  MeteSB.  If 
le  were  present  he  would  upon  this  call  Tote 
'  no,"  and  1  should  vote  "ay." 

Mr.  GETZ.  On  qnesCtons  connected  with 
his  hill  I  am  paired  with  the  geotlemao  from 
Virginia,  Mr.  Platt,  who,  if  prenent,  would 
rote  "ay."  while  I  should  vote  "no." 

Mr.  KERU.  On  ibis  subject  I  am  paired 
ivtth  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  Mr. 
(tiTCUiB,  who,  if  here,  would  vote  "aji" 
tnd  1  shoatd  vole  "  no." 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire.  I  de- 
lire  to  state  that  t  am  paired  upon  this  bill 
fi\ib  the  genileman  from  Wisconsin.  Hr. 
MiTCBRLU  If  he  were  present  he  would  vot« 
■'ay,"  i.nd  I  should  vole  "no." 

Mr.   FAKWELL.     1  am  paired  upon  this 


quextion  with  my  colleague,  Hr.  Crebs, 

il"  present,  wo 


e  "ay. 


while  1  should 


Mr.  SUTBERLAND.  On  this  bill  I  am 
paired  wilb  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
Mr.  Vaugbah.  If  he  were  preaeot  he  would 
vote  -'no,"  and  I  shoald  vote  "ay." 

Mr.  WAKBUAN.  I  am  paired  upon  this 
queetioa  with  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
aetts,  idr.  Banes,  who,  if  present,  would  vote 
"ay,"  wbile  1  should  vote  "no." 

Mr.  FOSTER,ofOhio.  At  the  requestor 
the  gcntleinan  from  ConnecUcnt,  Mr.  Stakk- 
WEATBKR,  1  have  agreed  to  pair  with  him  on 
this  queition.  If  he  were  present  he  would 
vole  "ay,"  and  I  should  vote  "  no." 

Mr.  MONROE.  On  this  question  I  am 
paired  wilh  the  gentleman  from  North  Caro- 
lina, Mr,  TaoKAS,  wbo  bas  been  called  home 
by  sickness  in  his  family.  If  he  were  here  he 
would  vote  "ay,"  and  I  should  vote  "oo." 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York.  I  wish  to  stale 
that  1  am  paired  upon  this  question  with  the 
gentleman  from  Hasaachusetts,  Mr.  Cbooeeb, 
nho,  if  he  were  here,  would  vote  "ay,"  while 
I  should  vote  "  no," 

Mr.  LAMPORT.     Upon  this  question  I  am 

BLired  with  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  Hr. 
AWLBi.  If  he  were  present  he  would  vote 
"  no,"  and  I  should  vote  "ay." 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  announced  as 
above  stated. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  question  now  recurs 
on  Ibe  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana, 
[Mr.  HoLMAH,]  that  the  House  adhere. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  What  becomes  of 
tbe  motion  to  insist? 

The  SPEAKER.  That  has  been  withdrawn. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.      Is  it  iu  order  to 

I'he  SPEAKER.  The  previoiu  qnestion  is 
operating. 

Mr.  KETCHAM.  I  hope  this  matl«r  will 
be  setiled  now. 

Mr.  RUSK.  1  hope  that  the  House  will  vole 
down  the  'motion  to  adhere,  aad  agree  to 
another  conference. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  It  U  high  time  the 
inniiKr  should  be  settled. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr,  lioLHAN  ;  audit  was  decided  in  the  affirm- 
utjve— yeas  110,  uays  M,  not  voting  76;  as 
followt: 

YEAS-H«sira.  Acktr.  Adanu,  Am bUr.  Archer. 
Arthur.  Barrr,  Beatcv.  BelJ.  Bisn,  Bird.  Brutoa, 
Brinht,  Buffinton.  Barilhsrd.  Burdett,  Hoderiek 
R.  UnilM.  Cwroll.  WLIIiBin'I.  Qark.  Cobani,  Cash- 
laD.  CoDDar.  Col.  Critehsr,  Crouland,  Durralt. 
Dickey,  Doz.  Doell.  FinkalDbnn.  Forhsr,  Garretl, 
OoUsdar,  OriBtb,  Haldaman.  UaliB/,  HamblMon, 
Handlar,  Harmar.  Omieb  E,  Harri*.  John  T.Uarri*, 


So  the  House  adhered  to  its  amendment. 

During  the  vote, 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  New  Hampshire,  stated 
that  he  was  paired  with  Mr.  Mitchell,  of 
Wisconsin,  who  would  vote  against  adhering 
to  the  amendment,  while  he  would  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  NIBLACK,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  paired 
with  Mr.  GAHriELD,  of  Obio,  on  this  vote.  It 
is  a  mere  furmal  pair,  for  if  he  ware  here  he 
would  vote  "ay,"  and  if  I  voted  I  would  also 
votain  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  GETZ  italed  that  he  was  paired  with 
Mr,  Platt,  of  Virginia,  who  woula  vote  in  the 
negative,  while  he  would  voteiu  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Obio,  stated  that  he  «a« 
paired  with  Mr.  SrABEWEArsER,  who  would 
vote  in  tbe  negative,  while  he  would  vot«  iu 
the  affirmative, 

Mr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  stated  that  he 
was  paired  with  Mr.  Cbouebr,  of  Massachu- 
sells,  who  was  in  favor  of  tbe  bill. 

Mr.  WAKEMAN  slated  that  he  was  paired 
with  Mr.  Banks,  of  Masiachuseils, 

Mr.  SAWYER  stated  ibat  Mr.  UcGbew, 
who  was  against  the  Senate  bill,  was  paired 
wilh  Mr,  luTBiLL,  who  was  for  the  Senate 
bill. 

The  vole  was  then  annouuced  as  above 
recorded, 

Mr.  RANDALL  moved  to  reconsider  ^e 
vote  by  which  Ihe  House  adhered  to  its  amend- 
ment; and  also  moved  that  the  motiou  to 
reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  3C0FIELD.  Is  there  any  chancej'or 
another  funeral  of  this  bill  7     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  RANDALL.  If  the  gentleman  wants 
an  answer  1  will  tell  him 

The  SPEAKER.     This  debate  is  all  out  of 

Mr.'  DICKEY.  In  view,  of  the  fact  that 
arrangemeuls  have  to  be  made  for  the  Morse 
memorial  services  this  eveniug,  I  shall  move 
that  the  Souse  do  now  sdjourn. 

Tbe  SPEAKER,  Tbe  gentleman  will  with- 
hold his  motion  for  the  present. 

LIATI  or  ABSENCB.       . 

Hr.  SMITH,  of  New  York,  was,  by  nnan- 
imoDB  consent,  granted  leave  of  absence  for 
four  days. 

Mr,  TUTHILL  was,  by  nnauimous  consent, 
granted  leave  of  absence  for  tan  days. 

Mr.  B.  F.  MEYERS  was,  by  unanimous 
consent,  granted  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days. 

Hr.  STOWELL  was,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, gtaoted  leave  of  absence  for  two  days. 


Hr.  VAUOHAN  was,  by  nnanimoue  coo- 
sent,  granted  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days. 

Hr.  RAINEY  was,  by  unanimous  coD8en^  . 
granted  leave  ol  absence  for  two  days. 
TBOHAS  COSNOLLT, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  WELLS,  by  unanimous 
consent,  leave  was  granted  for  the  withdrawal 
from  the  Gles  of  the  House  of  the  papers  in 
the  case  of  Tbomas  Connolly. 

INDIANA  OONTRBTID  BLSCtlON. 

Hr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio,  gave  notice  that  bo 
would  call  up  the  report  from  the  Committee 
of  Elections  on  the  Indiana  contested-election 
case  of  Gooding  against  Wilson  on  Thursday 

0.   W.   TOBBENCB. 

On  motion  of  Hr.  LAMPORT,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  leave  was  granted  for  the  with- 
drawal from  the  files  of  the  House  of  tbe  papers 
in  the  case  of  Q.  W.  Torrence. 

ItATID  flOPKINS. 

On   motion  of  Mr.   WILLARD^  by  unani- 
mous consent,  leave  was  granted  for  the  with- 
drawal from  the  files  of  the  House  of  the  papers 
ID  the  case  of  David  Hopkins. 
BNBOLLKV  BILL.8. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  tiie  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  they  hsd  exam- 
ined and  found  truly  enrolled  bille  of  tbe 
following  titles ;  when  thu  Speaker  sigued  the 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  67S)  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  completion  of  tbe  milil^ry  road  from 
Fort  Witkios,  at  Copper  Harbor,  in  the 
State  of  Michigan,  to  Fort  Howard,  at  Green 
Bay,  iu  tbe  SUie  of  Wisconsin  ; 

An  act  (H.  R.No.  1233]  for  the  relief  of  R. 
Nelson  Gere ;  and 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1862)  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  make  certain 
negotiations   with  the  Ute  Indians  in  Colo- 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  DICKEY,  (at 
three  o'clock  and  five  minutes  p,  m.,)  the 
House  a4joarned. 


By  Mr.  ACKER  :  The  memorial  of  citizens 
of  Barren  Hill,  Pennsylvania,  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  earthenware,  stoneware,  Ac, 
remonstrating  against  the  proposed  reduction 
of  the  duly  on  these  articles,  sc. 

By  Mr,  ARCHER:  The  petition  of  J.  R. 
Trimble,  trustee,  for  relief. 

Bj  Mr.  SPEER,DfPeupBylvauia:  The  peti- 
tion of  23  soldiers  of  Barre  Forge,  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  the  passage  of  an  act  granting  Iu 
each  soldier  a  bounty  of  fB  SSi  per  month  ior 
the  time  be  served,  deducting  what  has  been 
paid ;  also,  for  a  law  to  enter  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  Government  land  without 
settlement  and  cultivation. 


IN  SENATE. 
Wbdhesdat,  April  17,  16TS. 
Prayer  by  Rev.  J.  G.  Bdtleb,  D.  D.  ,  Chap- 
lain of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Journal  of  yealerOay's  proceedings  wan 
read  and  approved. 

HAIL  COHTRAOTB. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Before  present- 
ing  bills  lor  reference,  the  Chair  will  state  Ihnt 
there  is  a  vacancy  on  a  conference  committee 
appointed  yesterday  oo  the  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  {H.TI.  No,  1930} 
relating  to  proposals  and  contracts  for  trans- 

grtatioo  of  the  malls,  and  for  other  purposes. 
)w  shall  that  vacantly  be  filled? 
Mr.  RAMSEY.     By  tbe  Chair. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    If  there  be  no 
objection  that  order  will  be  made,  and  tba 
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Chair  will  appoint  the  Senator  from  Michigan, 
Mr.  Feiirt. 

HOUSf  BILIiS  BBrBRBVD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No..  2208)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  repair,  preservation,  and  com- 
pletion of  certain  public  works  on  rivers  and 
harbors,  and  for  other  parposes,  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce. 

The  joint  resolution  (H.  R.   No.  186)  ap- 

Sointing  commissioners  to  inquire  into  depre- 
ations  on  the  frontier  of  the  State  of  Texas 
was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

The  VIC3  PRESIDENT.  This  is  a  joint 
resolution  in  regard  to  depredations  alleged  to 
have  been  committed  by  foreigners  upon  the 
Texan  frontier.  The  Chair  thinks  it  came 
firom  a  member  from  Texas  in  the  House,  and 
perhaps  not  from  any  committee.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Texas  has  risen^  and  will  state  to 
what  committee  he  wishes  it  referred. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  should  like 
to  have  it  considered  at  once.  It  is  an  import* 
ant  matter. 

Mr.  S£[ERMAN.  Has  it  been  referred  at 
aU? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     It  has  not. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  understand 
it  has  been  examined  by  the  Committee  on 
Foreien  Relations  and  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
and  reported  &vorably  by  both  committees, 
and  I  believe  it  passed  the  House  without  any 
division. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  The  Committee  on 
Retrenchment  at  one  time  had  that  matter 
under  consideration,  and  made  quite  a  lengthy 
report  upon  it.  I  am  sure  the  subject  ought 
to  be  acted  upon  at  once. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  joint  reso- 
lution will  be  reported  subject  to  objection, 
unless  some  Senator  objects  now. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  It  seems  to  me  that  a 
resolution  of  that  importance,  involving  the 
relations  between  this  country  and  a  foreign 
country,  had  better  be  referred  to  the  appro- 
priate committee. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  have  no 
objection  if  the  Senator  desires  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  must  be  re- 
ferred if  there  is  a  single  objection. 

Mr.  CASSERLT.  I  dislike  very  much  to 
object,  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  it  ought 
to  be  considered  by  a  committee.  I  trust  the 
Senator  from  Texas  will  agree  to  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  What  committee 
does  the  Senator  suggest? 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  move  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
tions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TBAN8IT  OF  YBMU8. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  ask  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No. 
968,  and  after  it  is  taken  up  I  will  give  way  to 
the  morning  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  In  pursuance  of 
notice  given  yesterday  and  on  previous  occa- 
sions, the  Senator  from  SonUi  Carolina  desires 
to  call  up  Senate  bill  No.  693,  making  an  appro- 
priation for  instruments  to  be  usea  in  taking 
observations  upon  the  transit  of  Venus  in  1874, 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Education  and 
Labor,  which  he  was  to  take  up  yesterday  but 
could  not  in  consequence  of  tne  pressure  of 
other  business,  yielaing  to  the  morning  busi- 
ness after  it  is  taken  up,  as  he  desires  to  speak 
upon  it.  The  Chair  hears  no  obiection.  The 
bill  is  taken  up.  The  Chair  will  now  receive 
petitions. 

PBTITIOMB  AND  HBM0BI1L8. 

Mr.  SPENCER  presented  the  petition  of  R. 
B.  Pruett,  of  Coosa  county,  Alabama,  pravinff 
the  removal  of  his  p*litical  disabilities  ;  wnich 
was  referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  the 
Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  SHERMAN  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 


zens of  Ohio,  late  soldiers,  praying  for  an 
equalization  of  bounties,  and  to  be  allowed  to 
enter  public  land  unconditionally ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  a  memorial  of 
ship-owners  and  otners,  remonstrating  ap^ainst 
the  passage  of  an  act  creating  a  board  otship- 
ping  commissioners  for  the  merchant  marine ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  also  present  three  several 
memorials  from  citizens  of  New  York,  pro- 
testing aeainst  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States  so  as  to  allow  a 
person  of  foreign  birth  to  be  made  President 
of  the  United  States.  They  say  that  such  an 
amendment  would  imply  **  that  there  is  no 
native  born  citizen  fit  to  be  President  of  the 
Republic,  and  that  we  must  import  a  statesman 
from  Europe  to  rule  over  us.**  I  move  the 
reference  of  these  memoriab  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of  Iowa  in  favor  of  the  passage^  of 
an  act  t6  place  lumber  on  the  free  list ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  the  petition  of 
Lucinda  H.  Lyon,  mother  of  William  F.  Lyon, 
deceased,  late  a  lieutenant  in  company  A, 
seventy-seventh  regiment  New  York  volun- 
teers, who  was  killed  in  battle,  prayiug  to  be 
allowed  arrears  of  pension  ;  whicn  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  a  memorial  of 
members  of  the  bar  uf  Arkansas,  asking  that 
that  State  be  established  as  one  district  for 
circuit  court  purposes,  and  that  the  capital  be 
fixed  as  the  place  in  which  the  terms  of  the 
court  shall  be  held ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  AMES.  I  present  a  petition  signed  by 
all,  or  nearlv  all,  of  the  Republican  members 
of  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  praying  Con- 
gress to  pass  a  law  eqvLtil  in  its  purposes  and 
fiving  euect  to  the  civil  rights  bill,  commonly 
nown  as  Mr.  SuinrBB^s  amendment  to  the 
general  amnesty  bill.  I  move  that  it  lie  on 
the  table  and  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER  presented  a  petition  of  offi- 
cers of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Georgetown, 
South  Carolina,  praying  compensation  for  the 
destruction  by  the  United  States  troops  of  the 
Masonic  hall  in  that  town  owned  by  them  in 
the  year  1865  j  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut,  presented  the 
petition  of  Hiram  W.  Hayden,  praying  an 
extension  of  his  patent  for  manufacturing  brass 
kettles ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Patents. 

BBP0BT8  or  OOMHITTBBS. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia,  from  the 
Committee  on  Claims,  to  whom  was  referred 
thd^petition  of  Margaret  B.  Franks,  heir-at-law 
of  Thomas  Franks,  deceased,  praying  to  be 
compensated  for  supplies  furnishea  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  submitted  a  report  accom- 
panied by  a  bill  (S.  No.  988)  for  the  relief  of 
Marffaret  B.  Franks,  heir-at-law  of  Thomas 
L.  Franks,  of  Green  Bay,  Wisconsin. 

The  bill  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  deferred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1546)  for  the  relief  of  Naomi  A.  Stevens, 
of  Jackson  county,  Michigan,  submitted  an 
adverse  report  thereon. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  am  also  directed  by  the 
same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1094)  for  the  relief  of  Charies 
A.  Weidner,  to  report  it  back  with  a  very 
unimportant  amendment,  and  recommend  its 


passage ;  and  I  ask  that  the  bill  may  be  p« 
upon  Its  passage  now.     It  is  very  brief. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  SenM 
from  South  Carolina  obtained  the  consent  c: 
the  Senate  to  have  the  remainder  of  the  raon 
ing  after  the  regular  morning  basineas  fcr 
the  consideration  of  a  bill. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  If  this  bill  gives  riae  to  tU 
least  discussion  I  will  not  press  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  biU  wiU  bt 
read,  subject  to  objection. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  moat  object  to  Uw 
passage  of  that  bill  this  morning.  I  kso* 
something  about  that  matter. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  ol^ects,  and  the  bL 
will  be  placed  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  STOCKTON,  from  the  Committee  o: 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  b  £ 
(S.  No.  849^  authorizing  correciioos  to  be  made 
in  errors  m  prize  lists,  reported  it  witho;;'. 
amendment. 

Mr.  STEWART,  from  the  Committee  oe 
the  Pacific  Railroad,  to  whom  was  referrH 
the  bill  (S.  No.  784)  granting  to  the  Uub 
Southern  Railroad  Company  a  right  of  vij 
tlirough  the  public  lands  for  the  constrsctic:: 
of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line,  reported  u 
with  amendments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  wbcs 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  821)  graniiog  i*L' 
right  of  way  through  the  public  lands  to  tkr 
Utah  Northern  Railroad  Uompany,  reported  r. 
with  amendments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  i^os 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  Ko.  896)  to  extes-: 
the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  Ati&ot< 
and  Pacific  railroad,  reported  it  with  an  ame&i 
ment. 

Mr.  PATTERSON,  from  the  Committee .-. 
the  District  of  Columbia^  to  whom  was  i^ 
ferred  the  bill  (S.  No.  974)  to  farther  define 
the  duties  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  I>j- 
trict  of  Columbia,  reported  it  withoat  am«ci 
ments. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  vke 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  618)  relating  .a 
the  issue  of  bonds  by  the  aathorities  of  :k» 
District  of  Columbia,  and  to  prevent  the  tz- 
crease  of  the  debt  of  the  District,  reported  r. 
without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  wbcs 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1653)  is 
relation  to  the  construction  of  a  new  jai^  nr 
the  District  of  Columbia,  reported  it  with  u 
amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee^  to  wboa 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  978)  to  fund  eer 
tain  liabilities  of  the  city  of  Washington  exiiv 
ing  June  1,  1871,  and  to  limit  the  debt  of  •s^ 
taxation  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  reporter] 
it  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  SUMNER,  from  the  Committee  on  tJbe 
District  of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  refemNi 
the  bill  (S.  No.  865)  to  secure  eqaal  righu  la 
the  public  schools  of  Washington  and  Geoi;^ 
town,  reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Committee  on  Pd« 
Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1666)  to  eatabiish  ceruia 
post  roads,  hare  directed  me  to  report  it  bact 
with  certain  amendments  and  to  ask  form 
immediate  consideration.  I  hope  the  Se&sat 
will  allow  it  to  be  disposed  of  at  once. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Is  there  any  l^iiatioD 
m  it? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.    None  at  alL 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Has  it  been  printed? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  It  has  been  with  the  exec? 
tion  of  some  few  slight  amendmenta. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Has  it  been  printed  is 
its  present  condition?    - 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Not  in  its  present  coiiditbo&> 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  it  had  better  U 
printed  in  its  present  condition. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  biU  wiQ  be 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  placed  on  the  Gb^ 
endar. 
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Mr.  BLAIR,  from  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
iTj  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
m  of  Ambrose  N.  Dunn,  of  Macon,  Missouri, 
ayiug  compeosatioQ  for  limber  taken  in  the 
ection  of  defenses  in  Macon  by  United  States 
>ops,  reported  a  bill  (S.  No.  982)  for  the 
lief  of  Ambrose  N.  Dunn,  of  Macon,  Mis- 
uri ;  which  was  read,  and  passed  to  a  second 
ading. 

lie  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
Bk8  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  867)  authorizing 
e  Secretary  of  War  to  correct  an  Army  offi- 
ir's  record,  reported  it  without  amendment. 
Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
)  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  H.  No.  1942) 
T  the  relief  of  D.  C.  Farrell,  of  Peoria,  llli- 
318,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  sub- 
litted  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  ordered 
i  be  printed. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  from  the  Com- 
littee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
»rred  the  bill  ^S.  No.  409)  for  the  relief  of 
rear  Admiral  Thomas  Tnrner,  reported  it 
ithout  amendment,  and  submitted  a  report ; 
hich  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Committee  on  the 
udiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
lo.  27)  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  ceriain  lots 
nd  lands  in  South  Carolina  belonging  to  the 
Jnited  States,  and  for  other  purposes,  have 
irected  me  to  report  it  back  adversely.  A 
•ill  was  passed  by  the  Senate  yesterday  that 
m braces  the  subject-matter  of  this  bill,  and 
re  think  supersedes  the  necessity  of  any  legis- 
Bition  on  the  subject. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
lissent,  the  bill  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  same  committee, 
o  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  926)  to 
ncorporate  the  Catholic  Total  Abstinence 
Juion  of  America,  have  directed  me  to  report 
t  back  adversely.  The  laws  in  existence  author- 
ze  any  number  of  persons  in  the  District  of 
!!)olumbia  to  form  an  association  and  incorpor- 
ate themselves  without  any  specific  action  of 
Jongress,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
hese  parties  may  do  so  under  the  general  law 
vithout  passing  a  specific  bill  for  that  purpose 
io  far  as  organizing  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
8  concerned ;  but  a  general  incorporation  act 
extending  throughout  the  United  States  the 
committee  thought  would  not  be  proper. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  6  there  is  no 
lissent,  the  bill  will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  same  committee,  to 
9fhom  were  referred  a  memorial  of  members  of 
Jie  bar  of  Virginia,  praying  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  clerk's  office  of  the  United  States  cir- 
cuit and  district  courts  at  Alexandria,  in  the 
State  of  Virginia;  also  the  bill  (S.  No.  908)  to 
imeiid  an  act  to  divide  the  State  of  Virginia  into 
Lwo  judicial  districts,  approved  February  8, 
1871;  also  the  bill  (S.  No.  682)  to  amend  an 
ict  entitled  ^'An  act  to  divide  the  State  of  Vir- 
ginia into  two  judicial  districts,''  which  pro- 
vides for  courts  and  clerks  at  Norfolk,  have 
instructed  me  to  ask  to  be  discharj^ed  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  petition,  and 
to  report  back  both  bills  ad  ^rersely.  They  are 
in  reference  to  the  appointment  of  additional 
clerks 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  These  bills  were  intro- 
duced by  my  colleague,  and  I  ask  that  they  be 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  committee 
will  be  discHarged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition,  and  the  bills  will  be  placed 
on  the  Calendar  with  the  adverse  report  of  the 
committee. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  am  directed  bv  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  to  whom  was  relerred 
ibe  bill  (S.  No.  781)  to  provide  for  completing 
the  collection  of  the  United  States  direct  tax 
apportioned  to  the  several  States  and  Terri- 
tories of  the  United  States  by  act  of  Conffress 
approved  August  6,  1861,  to  report  it  back 
witli  several  amendments,  and  also  to  ask  that 
certain  official  papers  in  regard  to  the  bill  be 


printed.  I  desire  to  state  that  this  bill  has 
been  twice  reported  from  the  Committee  on 
Finance  and  ought  to  pass ;  but  the  difficulty 
in  getting  an  agreement  of  the  Senators  from 
the  southern  States  as  to  the  collection  of  the 
tax  in  those  States  has  prevented  me  hereto- 
fore from  calling  it  up.  It  is  a  bill  which  in 
my  judgment  ought  to  pass.  I  think  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  remit  the  taxes  in  those  States. 
That  would  be  a  violation  of  the  provision  of 
the  Constitution  which  declares  that  all  taxes 
shall  be  equal ;  but  how  they  can  be  collected 
and  enforced  is  a  question  of  great  difficulty. 
This  bill  provides  for  the  collection  of  the 
rest  of  those  taxes.  Congress  ought  either 
to  remit  them,  provide  for  their  collection,  or 
authorize  in  some  way  the  States  to  assume 
them,  because  now  the  machinery  of  the  sys- 
tem is  kept  up,  but  the  taxes  are  still  uncol- 
lected. The  question  presents  a  pretty  diffi- 
cult problem ;  but  this  bill  provides  for  their 
collection  according  to  the  existing  law. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  papers 
accompanying  the  bill  will  be  ordered  to  be 
printea,  and  the  bill  will  be  placed  on  the 
Calendar. 

INTERNATIONAL  OCEAN  TKLBGBAPH. 

Mr.  OSBORN.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  to 
take  up  Senate  bill  No.  429  for  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  at  the  opening  of  the 
session,  obtained  consent  for  the  remainder 
of  the  morning  hour  for  a  bill  in  which  he  is 
interested.  The  Senator  from  Florida,  how- 
ever, asks  unanimous  consent  for  the  consid' 
eration  of  the  bill  (S.  No.  429)  supplement- 
ary to  an  act  entitled  ^*An  act  to  aid  in  the 
construction  of  telegraph  lines,  and  to  secure 
to  the  Government  the  use  oi  the  same  for 

5ostal,  military,  and  other  purposes,  "approved 
uly  24,  1866. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  merely  to  allow  the 
company  io  preempt  two  pieces  of  land  on  the 
coast  of  Florida. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill. 

The  Committee  on  Public  Lands  reported 
the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  first  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
to  strike  out  the  preamble  to  the  bill  in  the 
following  words: 

Whereu  the  act  entitled  **  An  aet  to  aid  in  the 
eonitraotion  of  telegraph  lines,  and  to  secure  to  the 
Qovernment  the  use  of  the  same  for  postal,  military, 
and  other  purposes, "approved  July  24, 1806,  author- 
ised eertain  leleffraph  oompantes  to  preempt  and 
use  certain  public  lands  subject  to  preemption;  and 
whereas  by  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  **  An 
act  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands  for  home- 
stead actual  settlement  in  the  States  of  Alabama. 
Mississippi.  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  and  Florida,'* 
passed  Jane  21, 1866,  public  lands  in  those  States 
are  declared  to  be  not  subject  to  preemption  ;  and 
.whereas  the  International  Ocean  Teleirraph  Gom- 

§any,  a  corporation  organised  under  the  laws  of  the 
tate  of  New  York,  and  owning  and  maintaining  a 
line  of  telegraph  in  the  State  of  Florida,  has  com- 

8 lied  with  the  conditions  of  the  aforesaid  act,  and 
led  its  acceptance  with  the  Postmaster  Qeneral 
under  date  of  January  19, 1871.  and  the  Postmaster 
Genera)  has  fixed  the  tariff  of  rates  for  messages 
over  the  liaee  of  the  aforesaid  company:  Now, 
therefore. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendments  were  to  so  modify 
the  bill  as  to  make  it  read : 

That  the  International  Ocean  Telegraph   Com- 

{»an7  shall  have  the  right  to  preempt  and  use  public 
anas  at  the  following  stations  in  Florida  <m  the 
line  of  telegraph  belonging  to  the  said  telegraph 
company,  to  wit:  at  the  two  ends  of  the  cables  on 
Sinaoel  Island,  the  station  at  Punta  Rasa,  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Oaloosahatohie  river,  the  station  at 
Fort  Myers,  the  points  where  the  line  of  telegraph 
crosses  the  Caloosahatchie  river,  ten  acres  on  each 
bank  of  the  river;  at  the  station  at  Pine  Island,  and 
the  stationn  at  Branch  river.  Bartow,  and  Tucker- 
town,  each  forty  acres:  such  lands  being  public 
lands,  and  now  actually  used  by  the  Internati'onal 
Ocean  Telegraph  Company  of  the  State  of  New 
York:  Provided,  That  whenever  any  one  of  the 
smallest  legal  subdivisions  at  one  of  the  stations 
designated  is  less  than  forty  acres  bv  reason  of  the 
land  lying  adjacent  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  or  any 
bay  or  river,  the  said  company  shall  preempt  only 


such  smallest  fractional  subdivision  upon  which  the 
buildings  and  offices  of  the  company  are  located. 

The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wiA  to  ask  the  Sena- 
tor from  Florida  one  question  merely.  Does 
this  interfere  with  the  rights  which  have  been 
obtained  by  any  other  company  ? 

Mr.  OSBORN.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  does  not  interfere 
with  any  vested  right? 

Mr.  OSBORN.     None  whatever. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  These  lands  were  with- 
drawn from  preemption  by  special  act  of  Con- 
gress, and  that  prevented  the  company  from 
getting  title  which  they  could  otherwise  have 
got.  That  act  put  all  the  lands  in  the  south- 
ern States  in  the  hands  of  homestead  settlers. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  There  is  no  company 
now  using  and  occupying  these  lands  that 
will  be  deprived  of  their  right  by  this  bill,  as  I 
understand  ? 

Mr.  OSBORN.    None  whatever. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  None  has  any  such  rights 
but  this  company. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

OBDKR  or  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up 
a  bill  that  has  been  reported  by  a  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  desires  to  call  np,  by  unanimous 
consent,  a  bilL 

Mr.  LOGAN.  It  is  Senate  bill  No.  749,  for 
the  relief  of  persons  to  whom  the  Governors  of 
the  Northwest  and  Indiana  Territories  con- 
firmed lands,  which  lands  were  afterward  sold 
by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  do  not  like  to  object  to 
the  consideration  of  it  if  it  will  not  give  rise 
to  debate,  but  I  want  the  few  minutes  which 
have  been  accorded  me  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  cannot  say  as  to  its  causing 
debate.  The  reading  of  the  report  I  should 
say  .would  be  a  sufficient  discussion  of  the  bill 
to  satisfy  the  Senate  as  to  its  merits. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Before  the  Sen- 
ator from  Illinois  came  into  the  Chamber  the 
Senator  from  South  Carolina  renewed  a  reauest 
made  yesterday,  to  have  about  twenty  ortnirty 
minutes  of  the  morning  hour  after  the  morn- 
ing business  for  a  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education  and  Labor  in  resard  to 
the  transit  of  Venus,  he  desiring  to  speiut  upon 
it.  If  the  Senator  does  net  objectj  that  oill 
will  now  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  do  not  desire  to  interfere 
with  the  Senator.  Of  course  if  it  interferes, 
let  it  go  over. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  useless.  I  have 
been  looking  into  that  bill  and  it  will  require  a 
good  deal  of  investigation,  and  perhaps^  con  • 
siderable  discussion,  before  we  can  pass  it 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Do  you  refer  to  cases  where 
certificates  are  to  be  given  in  lieu  of  lands  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Yes,  the  Kaskaskia  case. 
.  Mr.  LOGAN.  Then  I  cannot  urge  it  now. 
I  give  notice,  however,  to  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  that  I  will  call  it  up  to-morrow  morn- 
ing if  there  is  no  objection,  and  ask  that  it  be 
considered. 

OHBBOKBK  TBBATT. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  The  Committee  on  Indian 
Afiiiirs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1496)  to  carry  out  certain  provisions  of 
the  Cherokee  treaty  of  1866,  for  the  relief  of 
settlers  on  the  Cherokee  lands  in  the  State  of 
Kansas,  have  instructed  me  to  report  it|  with 
an  amendment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  jias  passed  the  Sen- 
ate twice.  I  should  thinkAve  eoald  pass  that 
by  unanimous  consent. 

The  VICE  PRESIDElCr.  The  Senator 
from  Sonth  Carolina  has  stai|jrtl  that  he  cannot 
give  way  further  this  morning. 
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Mr.  POMEROY.  If  this  causes  any  debate 
I  will  ask  to  have  it  laid  aside.  I  do  not  think 
it  will  make  any,  because  it  has  passed  the 
Senate  twice 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  am  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Senate.  I  do  not  wish  to  object,  but  I  never 
have  succeeded  iu  getting  a  moment  of  the 
m:irning  hour  yet,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I 
ever  shall. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  has 
endeavored  to  protect  the  Senator ;  but  if  he 
does  not  object  the  Chair  cannot.  The  Chair 
has  no  right  to  object. 

Mr.  TflURMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  in 
charge  of  this  bill  will  not  press  it.  The  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina  is  fairly  entitled  to 
the  courtesy  of  the  Senate,  and  he  ought  to 
be  heard. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Ohio  objects,  and  the  bill  will  be  withdrawn 
or  placea  on  the  Calendar. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Let  it  be  withdrawn,  to 
be  reported  to-morrow. 

BILLS  INTRODUOBD. 

Mr.  SCOTT  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  984)  granting  the  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands  to  the  Denver  and  Rio  Grande 
Railway  Company ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Pacific  Railroad,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  985)  to  authorize  the  sale 
of  Middle  Ground  Island  in  Saginaw  river,  in 
the  State  of  Michigan  ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HARLAN  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  986)  to  settle  land  titles  in  the  State  of 
Iowa :  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on-Public  Lands,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CORBETT  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  987)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of.  the 
Treasury  to  settle  the  account  of  Henry  War- 
ren, late  depositary,  Oregon  City,  Oregon ; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance^  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

TRANSIT  or  VBNUS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
business  has  concluded,  and  the  Senate,  by 
unanimous  consent,  proceeds  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  consider  the  bill  reported  by 
the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  from  the 
Committee  on  Education  and  Labor,  being 
the  bill  (S.  No.  963)  making  an  appropriation 
for  instruments  to  be  used  in  taking  observa- 
tions upon  the  transit  of  Venus  in  1874. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Mr.  President,  the  appro- 
priation asked  for'in  this  bill  is  one  which  the 
position  of  the  United  States  among  the  nations 
aoes  not  permit  us  to  refuse.  It  is  necessary 
to  our  credit  as  one  of  the  enlightened  peoples 
upon  whom  the  responsibilities  of  civilization 
rest.  It  is  fit  that  we  do  our  part  in  all  of 
those  great  works  which  that  civilization  in  its 
ever  advancing  needs  imposes  upon  its  agents 
and  its  benenciaries.  We  cannot  atford  to 
withhold  oiir  contribution  to  that  fund  of  sci- 
entific acquirement  through  and  by  meaus  of 
which  man  becomes  more  and  more  fit  to  bear 
the  burdens,  exercise  the  prerogatives,  and  reap 
the  rewards  of  the  highest  of  created  beings. 
It  will  not  be  creditable  for  a  people  possess- 
ing our  resources,  ei^joying  our  advantages, 
and  fervently  hoping  and  believing  that  we  are 
yet  to  furuish  a  higher  type  of  manhood  and 
nationality  than  has  hitherto  been  developed, 
to  leave  the  aavans  of  other  countries  to  take 
alone  those  steps  iu  science  which  go  to  swell 
its  grand  total.  National  duty,  not  leas  than 
national  pride,  ur^es  us  to  do  our  full  share  in 
every  work  of  science  and  art  of  which  the 


prosecution  is  consistent  with  our  frame  of 
government.  Such  I  believe  is  the  feeling  of 
every  patriot ;  such  I  am  sure  is  the  feeling  of 
every  patriot  scholar,  and  we  can  without  boast- 
ing point  with  something  of  just  pride  to  the 
part  which  the  people  and  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  have  taken  in  those  great 
scientific  discoveries  and  inventions  which  nave 
made  the  last  century  famous  for  its  tribute  to 
the  sum  of  human  knowledge. 

An  attempt  to  enumerate  the  names'of  Amer- 
icans whose  achievements  in  science  have  illus- 
trated our  annals  would  be  impracticable  here; 
and  one  who  should  make  such  an  attempt 
would  certainly  hazard  omissions  which  would 
be  invidious,  and  perhaps  unjust.  We  may, 
however,  be  permitted  to  suggest  that  so  long 
as  the  lightnings  flash  the  great  name  of  Frank- 
lin shall  be  revered  by  the  student  of  electrical 
science  as  one  of  the  largest  contributors  to  Uie 
development  of  its  laws ;  that  it  is  to  an  Amer- 
ican whose  obsequies  we  are  even  now  cele- 
brating that  we  owe  the  establishment  of  the 
more  than  magical  electric  telegraph,  an  in- 
strument only  just  beginning  to  be  appreciated 
in  its  influence  on  the  destinies  of  the  human 
family,  and  a  power  in  the  hands  of  man,  the 
exercise  of  which  most  forcibly  reminds  us  of 
the  attributes  of  that  Being  with  whom  all 
space  is  here  and  all  time  ie  now. 

The  name  of  Fulton  suggests  to  the  mind 
of  every  American  the  greatest  and  most  im- 
portant improvement  in  navigation  which  has 
ever  occurred.  Whitney's  inventive  genius 
literally  changed  the  face  of  half  a  continent 
and  turned  the  commerce  of  the  world  into 
new  channels.  In  the  field  of  the  mechanic 
arts  the  triumphs  of  American  inventors  have 
been  so  numerous  as  to  forbid  enumeration, 
and  8.0  great  that  under  equal  conditions  no 
nation  can  compete  with  us  in  their  products. 

The  names  of  Peirce,  Gray,  Henry,  Wyman. 
Silliman,  of  Gould,  Dana,  Bond,  Gibbs,  ana 
Barnard,  and  a  host  of  others,  occur  to  every 
one's  mind  as  eminent,  not  only  at  home  but 
abroad.  Bowditch,  in  his  translation  of  La 
M^eaniqtie  C^UHe,  added  a  new  luster  to  the 
already  brilliant  fame  of  La  Place,  while-  he 
bound  his  own  brow  with  unfading  laurels. 

The  triumphs  of  Agassiz  are  the  triumphs 
of  one  who,  though  born  on  foreign  soil,  is 
American  all  over,  and  we  claim  him  all  for 
our  own. 

The  work  done  at  our  Naval  Observatory 
would  have  been  creditable  to  any  similar 
institution  in  the  Old  World ;  and  to  the  obser- 
vations made  and  tabulated  there  is  the  world 
largely  indebted  for  increased  safety  and  speed 
in  traversing  the  ocean.  Our  expeditions  to 
the  Arctic  and  Antarctic*  and  to  the  before 
little-known  shores  of  the  Pacific,  as  well  as 
our  explorations  of  the  topographical,  geolo- 
gical, and  mineralogical  features  of  our  own . 
continent,  have  been  worthy  of  a  great,  enter- 
prisinff,  and  knowledge-seeking  people. 

And  now,  sir,  when  by  the  revolutions  of  the 
bodies  which  constitute  that  great  solar  system 
of  which  our  planet  forms  a  part,  an  import- 
ant phenomenon  is  about  to  occur,  a  phe- 
nomenon upon  the  proper  observation  of  which 
great  scientific  interests  depend,  it  is  becom- 
ing that  we  should  be  true  to  ourselves  and  do 
our  part  in  fixing  more  accurately  if  possible 
one  of  those  elements  upon  which  are  based 
many  of  the  calculations  which  have  a  prac- 
tical 'bearing  upon  the  interests  of  science 
generally  and  upon  science  as  it  bears  upon 
navigation  in  particular. 

This  element  is  the  distance  of  the  earth  from 
the  sun.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  go  into  an 
explanation  here  of  the  importance  of  an  accu- 
rate determination  of  this  distance  in  order  to 
the  correct  solution  of  a  great  variety  of  prob- 
lems which  enter  more  or  less,  intimately  into 
matters  pertaining  to  our  navigation  and  com- 
merce. J  quote  briefly  from  another  on  this 
point : 
'*  When  the  explorer,  the  navigator,  or  the  sur- 


veyor paasei  beyond  the  very  limit«d  na^  . 
dietanee  whioh  he  oan  meuore  with  a  Atk  t 
triangulate  with  a  theodolite,  he  bu  do  B«i£i.( 
determining  hie  porition  except  by  obsorrati  i . 
the  heavenly  bodies.  Such  an  obMrratioo  ie  bk  & 
without  exaot  tables  of  the  movementi  of  the  b(^» 
observed,  by  which  their  poritioD  sttbetimeofA* 
■ervatioD  may  be  known.  If  the  tables  are  errooe^ 
the  obeerver  will  be  led  astray  by  tharose.  H&, 
for  more  than  two  oentnries  enlightened  lutki 
have  by  every  means  in  their  power  eneooracedL 
procress  of  that  branch  of  astronomy  which  man 
of  the  celestial  motions. 

"  In  England  the  official  duty  of  the  AstioB'^M 
Royal,  as  defined  in  his  original  warrant  of  cSk. 
issued  by  Charles  II,  is  to  'apply  hiomlf  r.u 
the  most  exact  care  and  diligence  to  nctitru 
the  tables  of  the  motions  of  the  hesTMs  lod  ti< 
places  of  the  fixed  stars,  in  order  to  find  oat  th«  »^ 
much  desired  longitude  of  places  for  perfecti^x  ;k« 
art  of  navigation.'  . 

*'  For  this  purpose  the  royal  ObMrratory  u 
Greenwich,  with  its  splendid  eqnipnie&t.  U  9\xd 
at  his  disposal.  To  the  incessant  labon  of  the  tnt 
astronomers  and  mathematioians  from  thatuatsx 
this  is  due  the  comparative  aoenracy  with  whitb'n 
positions  of  islands  and  shoals  can  be  laid  don«: 
our  charts  at  the  present  day. 

"The  calculatad  position  of  a  beareoly  b$J! 
depends  on  a  great  number  of  data,  aod  these  kt 
are  so  connected  that  they  all  mntnally  depod ". 
each  other.  Among  the  most  important  of  thee  v* 
the  distance  of  the  sun  and  the  motion  of  the  wat 
of  Venus." 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  sdeatific  me: 
all  over  the  world  are  alive  to  the  neeessii;  d 
having  careful  observations  of  the  phnos 
enon  to  which  I  have  aUuded,  when  itubor. 
that  it  is  regarded  as  the  best  source  from  vlikii 
data  may  be  obtained  from  which  to  verifj  ct 
correct  the  astronomical  tables apon  tbetc^::- 
racy  of  which  so  much  depends.  I  refer,  of 
course,  Mr.  President,  to  the  passage  of  tk« 
planet  Venus  across  the  sun's  disk,  which  wi^ 
occur  on  the  8th  of  December,  1874,  or  ik 
is  technicallv  known  as  **  the  transit  of  Veoas.' 
The  planet  Venus  and  the  earth  reroheaboi: 
the  sun  in  such  periods,  and  in  orbits  h&Tis; 
such  relations  to  each  other,  that  at  oeit^:' 
times  which  science  enables  as  to  pr«dieivi'.b 
precision,  the  former  is  seen  projected  apos 
the  disk  of  the  sun.  This  interestioi  tmi 
may  occur  at  intervals  of  eight  years;  hot  i 
second  transit  having  occurred  after  eigki 
years,  a  third  does  not  occur  until  after  il» 
lapse  of  more  than  a  centuiy. 

We  have  no  recorded  obserratioBS  cf »; 
value  on  the  transit  of  Venus  e&r!I«  th&D  IT^l- 
Years  before  that  oocarred,  icisntific  societies 
and  individuals  in  iJl  civilized  coantries  vm 
engaged  in  preparations  for  taking  adraoiap 
of  this  opportunity  to  verify  and  correct  aim* 
nomical  data.  The  history  of  these  preptn 
tions  and  the  zeal  with  which  thej  were  aoder- 
taken,  as  well  as  the  extent  to  which  thn  vers 
carried,  attest  the  high  estimate  placed  spoi 
the  value  of  the  observations  to  be  made. 

The  passage  of  the  planet  which  Homer  htd 
described  as — 

*'  Hesperus,  the  fairest  star  ui  the  keaTces," 
across  the  disk  of  the  sun.  had  been  predicted 
and  awaited  for  more  than  a  centory.  Ai 
early  as  1629  the  great  Kepler  had  predicted 
a  transit  of  this  planet  as  to  occur  io  !&>! 
and  1761 ;  and  Gassendi,  one  of  the  noit 
famous  astronomers  of  his  time,  bad  mtae 
preparations  to  observe  it  in  1631.  Bat  u 
error  of  two  or  three  minutes  in  the  calcntt- 
tions  of  Kepler  as  to  the  latitude  of  >en« 
had  misled  him.  The  transit  did  not  occir 
till  1689,  and  was  observed  by  Horrock^.  i3 
English  astronomer,  who  was  led  to  look  for 
its  occurrence  by  what  proved  afterward  to  be 
an  error  in  some  tables  prepared  hy  LsDsbcrfe. 
The  transit  of  1689  enabled  the  mtkerb  ot 
astronomical  tables  in  the  seventeenth  ceDtsrr 
to  know  the  place  of  the  node  of  Venoi  »r^ 
comparative  accuracy,  and  to  determme  is 
longitude  for  that  day,  of  which  fects  Hiuej 
made  use  in  subsequent  calculations. 

M.  Halley,  in  1691,  suggested  thatobserw 
tions  on  the  transit  of  Venus  conld  be  b*« 
at  two  different  and  widely  distant  ptef* 
which  would  give  the  means  of  cw^'*^^ 
very  exactly  the  solar  parallax,  and  be««  "* 
distance  of  the  sun  from  the  earth,  sa«» 
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i716  developed  more  fully  his  plan.  In  1760, 
\l,  de  I'Isle  presented  to  the  French  Acad- 
icny  of  Sciences  a  map  or  chart  exhibiting 
be  seas  and  countries  where  the  transit  ot 
.761  would  be  risible,  npon  which  a  glance 
;ufficed  to  exhibit  the  various  points  where 
observations  would  be  practicable  and  advan- 
ageous,  and  also  exhibited  the  degree  of 
advantage  furnished  by  each  station  and  by 
lifferent  methods. 

The  Academy  of  St.  Petersburg  in  the  same 
rear  accredited  its  secretary,  Muller,  to  the 
French  Academy  of  Sciences,  to  solicit  the 
lending  of  one  or  more  of  the  astronomers 
>f  the  Academy  to  Siberia  to  make>observa- 
ion's  upon  the  transit  of  the  next  year  under 
he  auspices  of  the  empress  of  Russia.  The 
>ropo8ition  was  met  in  a  similar  spirit  by  the 
French  Academy,  and  M.  TAbb^  Ghappe, 
nonths  in  advance  of  the  event,  made  a  jour- 
ley  of  twenty-five  hundred  miles  through  in- 
kospitable  climes,  and  over  roads  presenting 
>bBtacle8  only  surmountable  by  a  scientific 
;eal  of  the  highest  order,  to  the  frozen  regions 
>f  Siberia,  and  at  Tobolsk,  in  June,  1761,  took 
careful  observations,  which  were  fully  reported 
md  proved  of  great  value. 

After  much  learned  discussion  by  the  mem* 
)ers  of  the  Academy  best  qualified  for  such 
leliberation  as  to  the  proper  place  for  an- 
)ther  station,  M.  Pingr^  was  dispatched  to  the 
s]and  of  Rodrigue  in  the  Indian  ocean.  The 
leats  of  the  torrid  had  no  more  terrors  fur 
lim  than  the  rigors  of  the  frigid  zone  had  for 
lis  colleague,  while  they  were  in  pursuit  of 
icentific  knowledge. 

With  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  a  zeal  for 
;cience  worthy  of  his  rank,  the  Due  deChoi- 
leulf  at  his  own  expense,  sent  M.  de  Thury 
o  Vienna,  where  the  Archduke  Joseph  of 
Austria  honored  himself  by  assisting  at  the 
observations. 

Four  other  nations  imitated  the  zeal  of 
i>Vance  in  this  scientific  work.  England  sent 
irlaskelyne  and  Waddington  to  St.  Helena, 
tnd  Messrs.  Mason  and  Di^on,  (names  famil- 
ar  to  us,  as  they  were  at  one  time  employed 
Q  running  a  line  famous  in  our  history,)  to 
^encoolen,  in  the  island  of  Sumatra.  An 
icoident  delayed  Mason  and  Dixon,  and  they 
ailed  to  reach  their  point  of  destination,  but 
Dade  their  observations  at  the  Gape  of  Good 
iope. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Stockholm 
itted  out  expeditions  to  the  northern  part  of 
>weden ;  the  king  of  Denmark  caused  an 
(bserving  party  to  be  placed  at  Dronthetm, 
II  Norway,  and  the  Academy  of  St.  Peters- 
»urg  sent  its  astronomers  to  the  confines  of 
Tartaryand  Ghina,  where  the  Russian  empire 
erminated  in  forests  and  mountains  of  which 
ittle  except  their  names  was  then  known. 
This  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  St.  Petersburg  was  the  more  re- 
narkable  when  we  consider  that  the  city  of 
>t.  Petersburg  was  then  little  more  than  a  half 
;entury  old,  and  the  civilization  of  Russia  in 
reneral  could  hardly  be  sAid  to  be  begun.  It 
>nly  attests  the  more  forcibly  the  great  value 
kttiiched  to  these  observations. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  also  that  *'  Mr.  Professor 
rVinthrop  went  at  the  expense  of  the  colony 
>f  Massachusetts  Bay  to  St.  John's,  in  New- 
bundland,  to  observe  the  transit  of  Venus, 
vhich  he  did  with  great  care  and  as  much 
^xuctness  as  the  low  situation  of  the  sun  at 
hat  time  would  permit.'' 

The  transit  of  1769  was  not  less  the  subject 
>f  thought,  preparation,  and  careful  observa- 
ion  than  that  of  1761.  On  the  contrary,  it 
kwakened  even  wider  and  closer  attention,  and 
:alled  forth  more  general  efforts.  In  this  year 
ve  find  the  heroic  Ghappe,  who  in  1761  had 
mdured  cheerfully  the  privations,  the  perils, 
ind  the  toils  of  a  Siberian  climate,  maxing  a 
voyage  to  Vera  Gruz,  an  overland  journey 
hence  to  San  Bias,  and  another  voyage  to  St. 
Foseph  on  the  coast  of  Galifomia,  where,  hav- 


ing accomplished  the  purpose  of  his  voyage, 
he  laid  down  his  life  less  than  two  months, 
after  his  observations  were  made,  falling  a 
victim  to  bis  determination  to  do  the  work  for 
which  the  Academy  had  sent  him  forth. 

Gaptaiu  Gook  and  Mr.  Green  went  to  Ota- 
heite ;  Dymond  and  Wales,  to  Hudson  Bay  ; 
Gall,  to  Madras,  in  India,  all  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. Again,  the  Academy  of  St.  Petersburg 
sent  its  members  to  various  parts  of  Russian 
Lapland,  and  the  king  of  Denmark  fitted 
out  expeditions  to  the  northernmost  parts  of 
Europe. 

A  remarkable  instance  of  zeal  in  the  cause 
of  science  was  exhibited  by  M.  le  Gentil,  a 
French  astronomer,  who  went  in  1761  to  ob- 
serve the  transit  at  Pondicherry.  An  accident 
on  the  voyage  thither  detained  him  so  that  he 
failed  to  reach  his  post  in  season  for  the  ob- 
servation. He  then  determined  to  wait  eight 
years  for  the  next  transit.  This  he  accord- 
ingly did,  for  a  voyage  to  India  and  back  was 
not  then  the  easy  thing  modern  science  has 
made  it,  a  trip  of  a  few  weeks,  or  months  at 
most,  but  of  years.  He  therefore  remained 
at  his  post  for  eight  long  years,  and  awaited 
with  patient  zeal  the  occurrence  of  the  phe- 
nomena he  had  gone  to  the  antipodes  to  see. 
But,  alas!  when  the  day  came,  he  had  the  ter- 
rible disappointment  of  seeing  a  cloud  obscure 
the  sun's  disk  during  the  entire  period  of  the 
transit. 

But,  sir,  1  am  detaining  the  Senate  too  long 
on  the  history  of  the  observations  upon  former 
transits  of  Venus.  I  find  m^  only  excuse  in 
the  desire  to  impress  upon  this  body  the  high 
estimate  which  has  been  placed  upon  these 
observations  in  the  past,  and  to  show  that  it  is 
becoming  in  as  to  heed  the  call  for  an  appro- 
priation for  a  similar  purpose  now. 

The  observations  made  in  1761  and  1769 
have  been  compared  and  studied  with  great 
care  by  the  astronomers  of  all  nations,  and  it 
is  on  the  data  they  furnish  that  the  received 
value  of  the  •radius  of  the  earth's  orbit  is 
based. 

The  length  of  this  radius  was  computed  by 
Tycho  Brahe  and  Gopernicus  at  1,200  semi- 
diameters  of  the  earth.  Halley,  unquestion- 
ably the  first  astronomer  of  his  time,  fixed  it  at 
16,500  semi-diameters.  The  observations  of 
Richer,  made  on  a  voyage  to  Gayenne,  when 
compared  with  those  made  by  Picard  and 
Roemer  in  Europe,  led  to  the  belief  that  it 
might  be  stated  at  21,712  semi-diameters. 
Gassini,  aided  by  Roemer  and  S6dilean,  de- 
duced a  result  of  21,048  semi- diameters.  Vari- 
ous other  astronomers  arrived  at  equally  various 
results.  These  results  were,  however,  all  ob- 
tained prior  to  the  observations  on  the  transit 
of  Venus  in  1761  and  1769.  Of  course,  while 
they  varied  so  much,  little  confidence  could  be 
felt  in  any  of  them. 

The  observations  made  upon  the  transits  of 
1761  and  1769  gave  more  reliable  data,  as  is 
believed,  than  had  before  existed.  On  these 
data  the  distance  of  the  earth  from  the  sun 
is  now  stated  at  28,984  semi  diameters,  or 
96,028,000  miles. 

There  is  little  doubt,  sir,  that  with  the  im- 
proved instruments  which  modern  science  and 
invention  have  contrived,  and  with  the  experi- 
ence of  all  past  observers  to  guide  or  to  warn, 
the  scientific  men  who  will  go  out  from  Europe 
and  from  this  country  to  look  at  this  interest- 
ing phenomenon,  and  from  their  observations 
review  and  recalculate  the  radius  of  the  earth's 
orbit,  will  be  able  to  arrive  at  a  nearer  approx- 
imation to  mathematical  accuracy  with  regard 
to  the  real  value  of  this  astronomical  constant. 

I  have  omitted  to  say,  sir,  that  one  inci- 
dental benefit  will  arise  from  the  expeditions 
which  shall  go  out  into  the  Pacific  and  South- 
ern oceans  om  this  interesting  occasion.  I 
refer  to  the  fixing  definitely  of  the  latitudes 
and  longitudes  of  places  in  those  seas,  a  thing 
very  desirable  to  do  in  the  prospect  of  a  grejit 
commerce  which  we  believe  is  sure  to  grow 


up  between  the  western  shores  of  onr  country 
and  the  other  shores  of  that  great  water.  Not 
many  years  will  elai)se  before  the  demands  of 
commerce  will  require  that  the  position  of  the 
islands,  the  shoals,  the  reefs,  and  the  currents 
of  the  Pacific  should  be  as  familiar  to  our 
navigators  as  are  those  of  the  Atlantic  to-day. 
It  will  be  no  small  contribution  to  geograph- 
ical science  that  our  observing  expeditions  will 
make. 

Now,  sir,  I  take  it  for  granted  that  we  are 
not  to  stay  away  from  this  assemblage  of  sci- 
entific men  in  the  Pacific  and  Southern  oceans 
on  the  8th  of  December,  1874.  The  scientific 
bodies  of  this  country  are  calling  loudly  upon 
us  to  make  an  appropriation  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  our  embassadors  to  this  court  ot 
science ;  and  as  the  time  draws  near,  we  shall 
hear  louder  calls.  It  is  yet  more  than  two 
years  before  the  event  occurs  which  will,  I 
have  no  doubt,  furnish  American  scientific 
men  an  opportunity  to  achieve  another  tri- 
umph. But  preparations  must  be  made,  and 
they  are  not  made  in  a  day. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  United  States  should 
have  observers  posted  at  perhaps  ten  stations, 
and  for  each  corps  of  observers  the  proper 
instrument?  must  be  prepared  in  advance,  and 
the  requisite  practice  in  their  use  acquired,  so 
that  there  shall  be  no  failure  from  incompe- 
tency at  the  hour  of  trial.  To  prepare  these 
instruments  fortunately  we  have  competent 
skill  among  our  own  countrymen,  and  orders 
should  be  given  for  their  construction  at  the 
earliest  moment.  Most,  perhaps  all,  of  the 
observing  parties  can  be  carried  to  and  brought 
from  their  posts  of  observation  in  our  national 
vessels  witnout  much  expense  beyond  that, 
attending  their  cruising  elsewhere,  and  per- 
haps without  largely  going  out  of  the  seas 
where  they  would  ordinarily  cruise. 

Doubtless  much  assistance  can  be  given  by 
the  officers  of  our  Navy,  though  it  can  hardly 
be  expected  that  the  more  delicate  portions 
of  the  task  can  be  safely  intrusted  to  any  but 
skilled  and  practiced  astronomical  observers, 
who  have  made  it  a  business  to  do  the  kind  of 
work  which  will  be  required  in  the  few  minutes 
when  it  must  be  all  done. 

The  commission  appointed  under  an  act  of 
Gongress,  approved  March  8,  1871,  to  super- 
vise all  expenditures  of  money  for  the  obser- 
vations proposed  have  estimated  that  the  entire 
cost  of  the  work  will  be  $160,000,  in  yearly 
installments  of  $60,000  each.  The  $60,000 
now  asked  for  will  be  required  for  the  instru- 
ments. It  should,  however,  be  borne  in  mind 
that  when  these  instruments  have  been  pur- 
chased they  will  be  highly  valuable  to  the 
Naval  Observatory,  the  Naval  School  at 
Annapolis,  and  to  our  naval  service  generally, 
in  addition  to  the  great  value  they  will  possess 
for  the  specific  service  for  which  they  are  to  be 
ordered. 

I  sincerely  hope,  Mr.  President,  that  this 
bill  will  be  promptly  passed,  and  that  no  at- 
tempt will  be  made  to  cut  down  the  amount 
of  the  appropriation.  Let  us  provide  that  this 
worthy  and  creditable  thing  shall  be  worthily 
and  creditably  done.  Let  us  not  send  forth 
our  astronomers  to  this  important  work-poorly 
equipped.  If  we  must  pinch  somewhere,  let 
it  be  where  lesser  interests  are  involved. 
Science  returns  a  hundred-fold  for  all  the 
treasure  you  pour  into  her  lap.  Strike  a  bal- 
ance between  the  amount  which  the  labors  of 
your  scientific  observers  have  cost,  and  the 
amount  of  life  and  treasure  saved  by  their 
contributions  to  our  knowledge  of  the  currents 
of  the  ocean,  the  currents  of  the  air,  and  of 
the  locality  of  reefs  and  shoals  and  other  dan- 
gers of  the  deep,  and  we  shall  find  an  immense 
sum  to  their  credit.  Be  liberal,  then,  here ; 
for  here  liberality  is  true  economy. 

Already  Great  Britain,  Russia,  and  Ger- 
many are  making  preparations  on  a  large 
scale  for  observations.  The  astronomer  royal 
who  has  charge  of  the  royal  Observatory  at 
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Greenwich.  England,  has  had  a  large  snm 
placed  at  his  disposal  for  the  construction  of 
instminents  for  observation,  and  recently  a 
sum  of  £6,000  was  added  for  photographic 
apparatus  alone.  Germany  has  set  in  motion 
similar  mcv^ements,  at  an  estimated  cost  of 
over  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  thalers, 
which,  considering  the  lower  compensation 
for  scientific  work  in  that  country,  is  quite 
equal  to  $160,000  in  the  United  States.  Hus- 
sia  is  also  alive  to  the  great  value  of  the  pro- 
posed observations,  and  has  set  the  machiu' 
ery  in  motion  to  do  her  part.  Shall  the  Uni 
ted  States  play  a  minor  or  secondary  part  in 
this  grand  work  of  science  ?  Shall  our  Gov- 
ernment, whose  very  existence  depends  upon 
the  intelligente  of  its  citizens,  be  laggara  in 
furnishing  its  proper  quota  to  the  corps  of 
laborers  in  this  field  ? 

Once  more,  and  only  once  more,  in  the  next 
hundred  years  will  this  opportunity  offer  itself. 
We  may,  Mr.  President,  see  her  yet  many  an 
evening  and  many  a  morning,  and  admire  her 
beauty  as  all  men  have  admired  it  ever  since 
the  world  began ;  but,  sir,  only  twice  in  the 
next  hundred  and  thirty  years  will  it  be  given 
to  man  to  see  the  beautiful  planet  darken  by 
her  shadow  the  face  of  the  sun.  Only  twice 
will  this  means  of  acquiring  knowledge  im- 
portant to  every  civilized  man  be  given  antil 
afler  the  close  of  the  twentieth  century.  We 
cannot  aflford  to  neglect  either  opportunity  to 
add  to  the  store  of  human  knowledge,  and  thus 
to  human  happiness. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
South  Carolina,  the  Chair  supposes,  desires  the 
passage  of  the  bill  if  there  is  no  objection.  '  If 
there  is  Airther  debate,  it  will  have  to  go  over, 
as  the  morninff  hoar  has  expired. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  should  like  to  have  it 
passed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Does  it  make  an  appro- 
priation ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    It  does. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Let  us  hear  it. 

The  bill  was  read  as  follows : 

Be  it  en€icted,  dcc.^  That  there  be  appropriated  out 
of  any  mone^n  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro* 

Sriated,  the  sum  of  $50,000,  to  be  expended  under  the 
irection  of  a  commL«ion,  to  be  composed  of  the 
saperintendent  and  two  of  the  professors  of  mathe- 
matios  of  the  Navy  attached  to  the  Naval  Observa- 
tory, the  president  of  the  National  Academy  of 
Sciences,  and  the  saperintendent  of  the  Coast  Snr- 
▼ey,  in  the  purchase  and  preparation  of  instruments 
for  a  proper  obsenration  of  the  transit  of  Venus, 
which  is  predicted  to  occur  on  the  8th  of  December, 
1874:  Provided,  That  no  contracts  or  engagements 
shall  be  made  for  such  instruments  to  an  amount 
exceeding  the  sum  hereby  appropriated. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  that  his  bill  provides  for 
two  professors  without  providing  any  means 
for  designating;  which  two. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  use  exactly  the  language 
of  the  previous  law  which  fixed  them. 

The  oilLwas  passed. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  suggest  that  the  title  be 
amended  by  striking  out  the  word  '^  taking '' 
before  the  word  *^  observations." 

The  amendment  to  the  title  was  agreed  to. 

B¥SINE88  OV  THE  0AY. 

The  VIC^  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
hour  has  expired,  and  the  unfinished  business 
of  yesterday,  the  Australian  steamship  bill,  is 
before  the  Senate;  buti  by  unanimous  consent, 
this  day  was  assigned  for  the  consideration 
of  bills  reported  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.  The  Chair  states  this  antagonism 
so  that  the  Senate  may  decide  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  In  order  that  we  may 
have  no  antagonism,  and  in  order  that  these 
special  assignments  may  amount  to  something, 
I  am  willing  that  the  unfinished  business  be 
laid  aside.  I  had  that  bill  in  charge  yester- 
day, but  I  ao  not  wish  to  antagonize  it  with 
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the  bills  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.     Let  it 
be  laid  aside  informally. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  unfinished  business  will  be  laid 
aside  informally. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  we  had  better 
postpone  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  it  is  laid  aside 
informally,  it  will  be  subject  to  be  taken  up 
on  the  demand  of  any  Senator. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  gets  it  out  of  our 
way. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Not  necessarily.  Any- 
body who  happens  to  be  displeased  with  a 
particular  bill  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  may  call  up  the  unfinished  business 
again.  I  think  we  had  better  not  lay  it  aside 
informally. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  No  one  will  call  it  up 
until  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  get 
through  with  their  bills  *,  and  then,  if  there  is 
any  time  left  to-day,  some  one  will  call  it  up. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  know  whether 
that  will  be  so  or  not.  Therefore,  I  object  to 
the  proposition. 

Tne  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Vermont  objects. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  let  us  have  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
not  objecL 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unani- 
mous consent  to  lay  the  unfinished  business 
aside  informally,  because  that  reserves  the 
right  to  any  Senator  to  call  it  np.  It  can  be 
ostponed  until  to-morrow  or  laid  on  the  table 
y  a  majority  vote. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  With  a  view  of  prevent- 
ing discussion  and  not  wasting  the  day  in  this 
controversy,  I  move  to  lay  the  pending  meas- 
ure on  the  table,  in  order  to  proceed  with  the 
consideration  of  business  from  the  Judiciary 
Committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  moves  that  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness be  laid  on  the  table,  with  a  view  of  proceed- 
ing to  the  consideration  of  bills  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.     ' 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  To-day  is  as- 
signed for  the  consideration  of  bills  reported 
from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  Unless 
a  division  be  demanded,  the  Chair  will  under 
stand  that  bills  called  up  by  the  chairman  of 
that  committee  are  before  the  Senate  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole.  If  a  division  is 
demanded,  the  sense  of  the  Senate  will  be 
taken. 

PKRPITUATION  OV  TK8TIM0NT. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  ask  the  Senate  to 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
fo.  286. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No  286) 
to  perpetuate  testimony  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  committee  report 
an  amendment  as  a  substitute  for  the  Dill, 
which  I  send  to  the  Chair. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  substitute  only  will  be  reported, 
and  it  will  be  regarded  as  the  original  bill,  so 
that  it  can  be  subject  to  amendment  in  the 
second  dejpree  if  necessary. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  words  proposed  to 

be  substituted  for  the  bill  by  the  amendment, 

as  follows: 

That  hereafter  all  depositions  taken  de  (eae  esse 
to  be  used  in  any  civil  canse  depending  in  any 
court  in  any  district  ooart  of  the  United  States  for 
the  causes  and  before  the  officers  mentioned  in 
section  thirty  of  the  act  to  establish  the  judicial 
eourU  of  the  United  Sutes«  approved  September 
24. 1780,  shall  be  taken  upon  reasonable  notice,  to 
be  given  in  writing  by  the  party  .or  his  attorney 
proposing  to  take  such  deposition*  to  the  opposite 
party  or  his  attorney  of  record,  which  notice  shall 
state  the  name  of  the  witness  and  the  time  and 
place  of  the  taking  of  his  deposition.  And  in  all 
oAses  in  rem^-  the  person  having  the  acenoy  or  pos- 
session of  the  property  at  the  time  of  leisure  ^ail 


be  deemed  the  adverse  party  ootll  a  cUiBikI 
have  been  put  in.  And  whenerer,  byieiKai 
absence  from  the  district  and  want  of  u  attoni 
of  record,  or  other  reason,  the  girinc  of  tbeo^'  i 
herein  required  shall  be  imi^ractieable.  it  ^. « 
lawful  to  take  such  depoeitioas  ss  thenibilla 
urgent  necessity  for  taking,  upon  meh  iiotk<i<i9 
judge  authoriied  to  hold  courts  in  saeh  or^ 
or  district  shall  think  reasonable  and  direci  h 
this  act  shall  not  be  oonstmed  to  affeet  the  p»f« 
of  any  such  court  to  cause  testimooy  to  b;  Ua 
under  commission,  a4M)ording  to  the  ooimer.f'> 
common  law,  to  be  used  ther«n. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  k  us  : : 
ed,  and  the  amendment  was  concarred  m  1< 
was  ordered  thatthe  amendment  be  eogrobfi 
and  the  Bill  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  m 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  was  aDotber  bS 
on  this  subject  referred  to  the  &>mmittee  oe 
the  Judiciary — Senate  bill  No.  4^2,  to  &o*&c 
section  thirty  of  the  judiciary  set,  approvr' 
September  25,  1789 — which  I  ask  leave  m 
to  report  back,  and  move  that  it  be  iodefioiiti 
postponed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BI8IONATION  OF  JfTDOBS. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  ask  the  Seoait  tc 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bj. 
No.  486. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wbv. 

resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  N'.> 

485)  to  authorize  the  President  to  accept  i^ 

resignation  of  judges  of  any  court  of  theCt 

ted  States,  the  pending  question  beiog  od  tb« 

amendment  reported  by  the  committee  tostni- 

out,  in  lines  five  and  six,  the  words  "saiisti^ 

tory  proof  shall  be  laid  before  him  "  aod  k 

sert  "he  shall  be  satisfied  ;*'  so  as  to  makei^ 

bill  read : 

That  the  President  is  hereby  authoriied  u4  « 
powered  to  accept  the  resignation  of  aajJQd<««i 
any  court  of  the  United  States  whenever  he  fUU  ^ 


satisfied  that  such  judge  U,  from  pbjcieal  or  ciu*: 
infirmity,  permanently  disabled  from  p 
eflioienUy  the  duties  of  his  said  offioe,  tc 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  thatamendmKt 
was  agreed  to  formerly. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  •« 
informed  that  it  was  not.  If  there  b«  » 
objection  it  will  be  regarded  as  agreed  to  no* 

Mr.  G  A.SSERLT.  I  wish  to  make  a  n^^'^ 
of  the  Senator  from  Illinois.  The  Senator  iror 
Delaware  who  sits  next  to  me,  [Mr. Batik'^j 
when  this  bill  was  last  before  theSeotte,  mtAt 
some  remarks  against  it,  and  if  the  bill  is  t^be 
considered  to-day  I  know  he  woold  like  to  b< 
heard  and  take  some  part  in  the  discatf:!*: 
upon  it.  He  expected,  I  know,  to  be  here  thi> 
morning  from  Baltimore  at  the  meetiog  of  uj« 
Senate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  At  the  mapsMn  of 
the  Senator  from  California  I  will  call  op  &'• 
other  bill  now,  and  will  call  up  this  bill  ben^ 
afUr  to-day.  I  wish  to  say,  noweTcr,  to  tM 
Senator  from  California  that  the  Senator  fraa 
Delaware  has  spoken  twice  upon  the  bill  m> 
the  morning  hour  expired,  and  I  have  no  i«» 
that  he  desires  to  discuss  it  again,  bat  st>«  i 
will  lay  it  aside  until  he  comes  in,  if  be  coni>'< 
in  before  we  get  through  with  other  bosiG«<< 

Mr.  CASSERLY,  I  am  inclined  to  m 
he  wished  to  discuss  it  further. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  think  the  amendm^". 
if  the  Senator  has  no  objection,  bi^  beiter 
stand  likewise.  It  was  to  that  amendmes-  > 
think,  the  Senator  from  Delaware  «as  s^*\ 
ing,  and  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  opon » 
myself. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  »aeodiDrt| 
will  be  regarded  as  not  concurred  in,  m  it  **' 
passed  stZ  tUentio,  and  the  biU  wiU  go  o«tr 
until  a  later  period  of  the  day. 

ADHIMISTBATIOir  OF  JUSflCl. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  now  csU  np  ^^* 
bill  No.  178.  .    -.  . 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Wioifc 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  *'»- 
further  the  administration  of  justice. 
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The  Committee  on  the  Jndiciary  reported 
he  bill  with  amendments. 

The  amendmente  reported  bj  the  committee 
o  the  firat  section  were  in  line  three,  after  the 
rord  **any/'  to  insert  **  suits  or;"  in  line  fiye, 
kfier  '^  circuit  jndse/'  to  insert  *' or  a  district 
jadge;"  and  in  Tine  tweWe^  after  the  word 
*8ach,"  to  insert  ''snit  or;"  so  as  to  make 
be  section  read : 

That  whenerer,  in  any  suit  or  proeeedinr  in  a 
iroait  court  of  the  United  States,  being  held  by  a 
lastioo  of  the  Sapreme  Goart  and  the  oireait  Jodke, 
»r  a  district  judge,  or  by  the  circuit  J  udge  and  the  die- 
riotjndge,  tbere  snail  occur  any  dinerenee  of  opinion 
tetween  the  judges  as  to  any  matter  or  thing  to  oe  de- 
ided,  ruled,  or  ordered  by  the  court,  the  opinion  of 
he  presiding  justice  or  the  presiding  judge  shall  pre- 
vail, and  be  considered  the  opinion  of  the  court  for 
he  time  being:  but  when  a  final  judgment,  decree,  or 
•rder  in  such  suit  or  proceeding  shall  be  entered,  if 
aid  Judges  shall  certify,  as  it  shall  be  their  duty  to 
lo  if  such  be  the  fact,  that  they  differed  in  opinion 
ks  to  any  Question  which,  under  the  act  of  Congress 
tf  April  29. 1802.  might  haye  been  reviewed  by  the 
>apreme  Court  on  certificate  of  difference  of  opin- 
on.  then  sither  party  may  remove  said  final  judg- 
nent.  decree,  or  order  to  the  Supreme  Court,  on 
rrit  of  error  or  appeal,  according  to  the  nature  of 
he  case,  and  subject  to  the  provisions  of  law  appli- 
able  to  other  writs  of  error  or  appeal  in  regard  to 
»ail  and  tuperwedeat, 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  These  are  verbal  amend- 
nents  merely. 
The  amenaments  were  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
iizth  section  of  the  bill,  in  the  following  words : 

Sec.  6.  That  in  suits  in  equity,  in  the  circuit  and 
listrict  courts  of  the  United  States,  the  bill  of  oom- 
>laint  shall  ooncise^y  state  the  facts  upon  which  the 
•omplainant  claims  relief;  and  every  fact  stated  in 
aid  bill  and  not  denied  b;^  the  answer  thereto, 
tither  expressly  or  upon  the  information  and  belief 
»f  the  defendant,  shall,  on  the  hearing  of  feaid  cause, 
»e  deemed  and  taken  to  be  true. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  seven, 
ine  four,  afler  the  word  ''are/'  to  insert 
'now;''  and  in  line  five,  to  strike  out  the 
vords  *'  applicable  to  State  coarts  "  and  insert: 

In  which  sueh  eovrt  is  held,  applicable  to  the 
K>urts  of  such  State:  and  such  circuit  or  district 
iourts  may  by  rules  adopt  such  State  laws  as  may  be 
n  force  in  the  State  in  relation  to  attachments  and 
»thar  proeess. 

And  in  line  ten,  after  the  word  '*  recover- 

ng,"  to  insert  **  judgment  in  snch  cause ;"  and 

n  line  fifteen,  after  the  word  ''  causes,"  to 

nsert  '*  or  which  shall ;"  so  that  the  section 

vill  read : 

That  in  eommon-law  causes  in  the  circuit  and  dis- 
rict  oouru  of  the  United  States  the  plaintiff  shall 
>e  entitled  to  similar  remedies,  by  attachment  or 
>ther  process  against  the  property  of  the  defendant, 
rhich  are  notv  provided  for  by  the  laws  of  the  State 
n  which  suoh  court  is  held,  applicable  to  the  courts 
»f  suoh  State ;  and  suoh  circuit  or  district  courts  may 
»y  rules  adopt  such  State  laws  as  may  be  in  force 
n  the  State  in  relation  to  attachments  and  other 
troeees  at  the  time  suoh  cause  is  oommeneed ;  and 
he  party  recovering  judgment  in  such  cause  shall 
>e  entitled  to  similar  remedies  upon  the  same,  by 
izecntion  or  otherwise  to  reach  the  property  of  the 
iodgment-debtor,  as  are  now  provided  by  the  laws 
if  the  State  within  which  said  circuit  or  district 
ourts  shall  be  held,  in  like  causes,  or  which  shidl 
»e  adopted  by  mles  as  aforesaid:  Providut,  That 
imilar  preliminary  affldavits  or  proob.  and  similar 
ecurity  as  required  by  such  laws,  shall  be  first 
arnished  by  the  party  seeking  such  attachment  or 
•tber  remedy. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  thirteen, 
ine  one,  after  the  word  '*  criminal,"  to  strike 
•ut  ** cases"  and  insert  '* or  penal  causes;" 
o  as  to  make  the  section  read: 

That  in  all  criminal  or  penal  causes  in  which 
ndsment  or  sentence  has  been,  or  shall  be,  ren- 
arad.  imposing  the  payment  of  a  fine  or  penalty, 
rb ether  alone  or  with  any  other  kind  of  punish* 
lent,  the  said  judgment,  so  far  as  the  fine  or  pon- 
Ity  is  concerned,  mar  be  enforced  by  execution 
gainst  the  property  of  the  defendant  in  like  manner 
s  judgments  in  civil  eases  are  enforced :  Provided, 
!hat  where  the  judgment  directs  that  the  defendant 
ball  be  imprisoned  until  the  fine  or  penalty  im- 
osed  is  paid,  the  issue  of  execution  on  the  judg- 
lent  shall  not  operate  to  discharge  the  defendant 
rem  imprisonment  until  the  amount  of  the  judg- 
lont  is  collected  or  otherwise  paid  :  And  provided 
*rther.  That  suoh  imprisonment,  where  the  floe  or 
enalty  is  not  paid  or  oollected^  shall  not  exceed 
ne  day  for  every  five  dollars,  or  m  that  proportion. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  I  wish  to  call  the  atten- 
ion  of  the  chairman  of  the  committeei  and  of 


the  Senate,  to  what  may  possibly  need  amend- 
ment in  that  section— section  thirteen.  There 
may  possibly  some  question  be  made  whether 
these  words,  ''criminal  or  penal  causes," 
include  a  case  of  a  commitment  for  a  con- 
tempt. I  do  not  think  there  ought  to  be  an^ 
ambiguity  on  that  subject.  There  is  an  indi- 
vidual now  in  prison,  within  my  own  knowl- 
edge, by  the  judgment  of  a  court,  for  con- 
tempt; a  fine  was  imposed  on  him,  and  he 
was  imprisoned  until  the  fine  was  paid.  I  do 
not  know  how  long  he  will  remain  there. 

Mr.  GABPENTER.  Is  not  that  a  criminal 
cause? 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  I  think,  strictly  speak- 
ing, it  is;  but  ''cause''  is  a  word  used  in  a 
very  broad  sense,  and  sometimes,  again,  in  a 
very  restricted  sense. 

Mr.  STEWAflT.  I  have  an  amendment  on 
that  point. 

Mr.  GABPENTER.  The  Senator  from 
Nevada  has  probably  an  amendment  which  I 
think  will  meet  the  views  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  in  that  respect. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.    Let  us  hear  it. 

Mr.  STEWABT.  I  offer  this  amendment, 
to  come  in  at  the  close  of  section  thirteen  : 

The  provisions  of  this  seotlon  shall  apply  to  jndg- 
ments  imposing  the  payment  of  a  fine  for  any  con- 
tempt of  court  of  which  the  party  fined  has  been  or 
may  hereafter  be  adjudged  guilty. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.    That  will  do. 

Mr.  TBUMBULL.  We  bad  better  act  upon 
the  committee's  amendments  first.  The  amend- 
ment proposed  is  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the 
section.  Let  the  section  be  amended  as  recom- 
mended by  the  committee. 

The  PBESIDING  OFFIGEB,  (Mr.  Pokb- 
ROT  in  the  chair.)  The  first  question  will  be 
on  the  amendment  reported  by  the  Gommittee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFIGEB.  Now  the 
question  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Nevada  to  this  section. 

Mr.  TBUMBULL.     I  see  no  objection  to  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  Gommittee  on 
the  Judiciary  was  to  insert  as  an  additional 
section,  after  section  thirteen: 

That  when  in  anf  suit  in.  equity  commenoed  in 
any  oourt  of  the  United  States  to  enforce  any  lien  or 
claim  against  real  or  personal  property  within  the 
district  where  sueh  sutt  is  brought,  one  or  more  of 
the  defendants  therein  shall  not  bean  inhabitant  of 
or  found  within  the  said  district,  or  shall  not  volun- 
tarily appear  thereto,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court 
to  make  an  order  directing  such  absent  defendant  to 
appear,  plead,  answer,  or  demur  to  the  complain- 
ant's bin  at  a  certain  day  therein  to  be  designated, 
which  order  shall  be  served  on  suoh  absent  aefend- 
ant,  if  practicable,  wherever  found,  or  published  in 
such  manner  as  the  court  shall  direct ;  and  in  case 
such  absent  defendant  shall  not  appear,  plead, 
answer,  or  demur,  within  the  time  so  limited,  or 
within  some  further  time,  to  be  allowed  by  the  court 
in  its  discretion,  and  upon  proof  of  the  service  or 
publication  of  said  order,  and  of  the  performance 
of  the  directions  contained  in  the  same,  it  shall  be 
la#ful  for  the  oourt  to  entertain  jurisdiction,  snd 
proceed  to  the  hearing  and  adjudication  of  such  suit 
m  ihfi  same  manner  as  if  suoh  absent  defendant  had 
been  served  with  process  within  the  said  district. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEWABT.  I  have  an  amendment 
which  I  have  not  had  time  to  examine  fully. 
Let  it  be  read,  and  if  any  member  objecta  I 
will  not  insist  on  it. 

The  Ghief  Glerk  read  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, which  was  to  add  as  a  new  section  the 
following : 

Sac.  — .  That  if  any  person  or  persons  shall  cor- 
ruptly, or  by  threats  or  force,  or  by  threatening  let- 
ters or  any  threatening  communications,  endeavor 
to  inflnenoe,  intimidate,  or  impede  any  grand  or 
petit  jury,  or  juror,  witness,  or  officer  of  any  eourt 
of  the  United  States  in  the  discharge  of  his  or  their 
duty,  or  shall  corruptly  or  by  threats  or  force,  or 
by  threatening  letters  or  any  threatening  oom- 
munieations,  influence,  obstruct,  or  impede,  or  en- 
deavor to  influence,  obstruct,  or  impede,  the  due 
administration  of  justice  therein,  suoh  person  or 
persons  so  offending  shall  be  liable  to  prosecution 
therefor  by  indictment,  and  shall,  on  conTiction 
thereof,  be  punished  by  fine  not  ezoeeding  $3,000, 
or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years^  or 
by  both,  acoording  to  the  nature  and  aggravation 
of  the  offense.   And  if  any  person  or  persons  shall 


tamper  with  or  attempt  to  influence  the  action  or 
decision  of  any  grand  or  petit  juror  upon  any  issne 
or  matter  pending  before  snch  juror  or  before  the 
jury  of  which  he  is  a  member,  by  writing  or  sending 
to  him  any  letter  or  letters,  or  any  eommunieation 
in  print  or  writing  in  relation  to  snch  issue  or  mat- 
ter, suoh  ]>er8on  or  persons  so  off'ending  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall  be  liable 
to  prosecution  therefor  by  indictment  or  informa- 
tion, and  shall,  on  conviction  thereof.be  punished 
by  fine  not  exceeding  $1,000,  or  by  imprisonment  not 
ezoeeding  six  months,  or  by  both  snob  fine  and 
imprisonment. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  Is  that  offered  as  an 
adi^itional  section?  I  wish  the  Senator  would 
withhold  that  for  a  moment,  in  order  that 
I  may  offer  an  amendment  to  the  thirteenth 
section. 

Mr.  STEWABT.    Very  well. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  I  trust  the  new  thirteenth 
section,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  printed 
in  itolics,  may  be  considered  as  pending  in 
order  that  I  may  move  a  little  amendment. 

The  PBESIDING  OFFIGEB.  The  Sen- 
ator can  move  it  when  we  concur  in  the  Senate, 
or  it  can  be  done  now  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent now  to  move  an  amendment. 

The  PBESIDING  OFFIGEB.  The  Ghair 
hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  I  think  there  wUl  be  no 
objection  to  it.  This  section  provides  for 
giving  notice  of  the  pendency  of  a  suit  to  a 
non-resident  of  the  Slate  in  which  the  suit  is 
brought  in  a  case  where  personal  service  in 
the  State  cannot  be  obtained.  It  applies 
simply  to  equity  cases  and  provides  for  a  mode 
of  giving  notice  analogous  to  the  State  law. 
It  provides  that  the  court  may  '*  make  an 
order  directing  such  absent  defendant  to  ap- 
pear, plead ^  answer,  or  demur  to  the  com* 
Slainant's  bill  at  a  certain  day  therein  to  be 
esignated,  which  order  shall  be  served  on 
such  absent  defendant,  if  practicable,  wherever 
found. ' '  That  is  all  right ;  but  then  it  goes  on, 
^'  or  published  in  such  manner  as  the  court  shall 
direct.''  It  seems  to  me  an  alternative  in  the 
discretion  of  the  court  to  order  personal  service 
wherever  practicable,or  to  make  this  order  for 
publicadon.  My  idea  was,  and  I  thought  the 
section  was  so,  that  the  order  of  publication 
should  not  be  made  until  the  personal  service 
was  impracticable.  I  therefore  move  to  amend 
in  the  eleventh  line,  after  the  word  *^or,''  by 
inserting  '* where  such  personal  service  is  not 
practicable,  then  shall  be  published.'' 

Mr.  GABPENTEB.  I  thought  the  section 
was  so. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  I  believe  we  all  under- 
stood it  to  be  so. 

Mr.  TBUMBULL.  There  is  no  objection 
to  that  amendment  It  was  not  intended  to  be 
in  the  alternative. 

The  PBESIDING  OFFIGEB.  There  is  no 
objection  to  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  Ohio,  and  it  is  agreed  to.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
N  evada 

Mr.  TBUMBULL.  That  amendment  makes 
a  new  class  of  crimes ;  and  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say  that  some  provision  of  the  kind  is  not 
proper.  Gertoinljr,  tampering  with  jurors 
should  not  be  permitted ;  nor  should  any  inter- 
ference with  the  due  administration  of  justice 
be  permitted  by  combinations  or  threats,  or  in 
any  way ;  but  this  is  a  bill  relating  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  practice  in  civil  causes,  and 
without  having  considered  particularly  the 
effect  of  that  amendment,  and  how  far  it  will 
go,  I  think  it  would  be  unsafe  and  hazardous 
to  adopt  it  here  in  the.  Senate  on  this  bill. 
There  may  be  a  necessity  in  some  localities 
for  such  a  provision.  I  have  heard  of  no 
complaint  in  my  State.  The  jurors  are  not 
tampered  with,  and  if  they  are  the  court  will 
exercise  sufficient  authority  to  punish  any 
person  as  for  a  contempt  who  undertakes  to 
interfere  with  the  jurors  in  any  way,  if  it  is 
done  in  the  presence  of  the  court. 

Mr.  STE  W  ABT.  Suppose  it  is  done  out  of 
his  presence. 

Mr.  TBUMBULL.    I  have  never  known  of 
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any  difficalty  in  that  respect.  I  prefer  that 
the  Seoator  should  not  press  his  amendment 
on  this  bill.  It  might  hazard  a  very  import- 
ant and  useful  bill|  as  I  think,  to  promote  the 
ends  of  justice  and  enable  the  courts  to  pro- 
ceed in  causes  without  having  them  go  off  on 
mere  technical  objections  not  affecting  the 
merits  of  cases.  It  is  important  that  a  bill 
of  this  character  should  pass.  It  is  not  a 
bill  relative  to  criminal  offenses,  and  the 
amendment  is  not  exactly  germane  (although 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  out  of  order) 
to  the  bill  under  consideration.  I  hope  the 
Senator  will  not  ask  a  vote  upon  it,  bat  will 
introduce  it  as  a  separate  bill,  or  offer  it  as  an 
amendment  to  some  bill  that  is  still  peuding, 
and  let  it  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee to  be  considered. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  wish  to  embar- 
rass this  bill.     It  is  a  very  important  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  withdraw  his  amendment  ? 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  wish  to  make  a  remark, 
and  then  I  will  withdraw  it.  The  State  courts 
have  ample  power  to  protect  themselves  in  all 
these  matters ;  but  in  the  United  States  courts 
jurors  may  be  intimidated  by  letters  and  vari- 
ous other  modes  that  the  State  courts  punish 
as  contempt,  but  there  is.  no  mode  of  punish- 
ing them  in  the  United  States  courts.  That  is 
undoubtedly  the  fact.  It  is  an  omission  which 
ought  not  to  exist.  The  courts  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  have  power  to  protect  them- 
selves and  the  jurors  as  well  as  the  iState  courts 
have ;  but  they  have  not  that  power  now. 

I  do  not  wish  to  press  a  matter  of  this  kind. 
I  know  how  difficult  it  is  to  adjust  criminal 
laws,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  press  upon  a  bill  of 
this  kind  an  amendment  which  tne  Judiciary 
Committee  have  not  considered.  I  withdraw 
the  amendment,  but  I  would  request  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  to  consider  the  subject,  be- 
cause I  feel  it  is  a  matter  of  importance. 

Mr.  FRELIN6HUYSEN.  Imovetoamend 

the  bill  on  the  fifth  page  by  striking  out  in  the 

seventh  section  after  line  eight  the  proviso,  in 

the  following  words : 

Provided,  That  no  joBtioe  of  the  Snpreme  Court 
shall  hear  or  allow  any  applioation  for  an  iDpunction 
or  restraining  order  except  within  the  circuit  to 
which  he  is  allotted,  or  at  such  jplace  outside  of  the 
circuit  as  the  parties  may  in  writing  stipulate. 

I  think  that  is  objectionable  for  these  rea- 
sons :  the  granting  of  an  injunction  is  discre- 
tionary with  the  judge  always,  and  he,  of  course, 
would  npt  ^rant  an  injunction  if  any  proprie- 
ties were  violated  in  bringing  parties  from  an 
unreasonable  distance.  He  can  exercise  a  dis- 
cretion as  to  whether  he  will  hear  it  there,  or 
whether  he  will  postpone  it  and  prevent  any 
hardship  being  done.  There  is  no  power  that 
can  make  a  judge  grant  an  injunction  if  he 
thinks  the  party  opposed  to  it  has  not  had  a 
fair  chance.  It  is  discretionary,  and  really 
there  is  no  difficulty  now  existing ;  there  is  no 
complaint  made  in  that  behalf.  If  this  law 
passes,  nobody  can  grant  an  injunction  here 
in  Washington  excepting  the  Chief  Justice, 
for  he  is  the  only  one  in  whose  circuit  Wash- 
ington is,  and  he  is  the  only  judge  that  can 
hear  an  injunction,  and  there  is  occasion  to 
hear  a  good  many  in  the  course  of  the  session 
of  the  court.  I  think  it  is  very  objectionable 
m  that  view. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  Senator  does  not 
mean  that  no  one  can  hear  an  injunction  ;  he 
means  no  one  of  these  judges ;  out  in  every 
circuit  in  the  United  States  there  is  a  circuit 
judge  and  there  are  also  district  judges,  prob- 
ably on  an  average  not  less  than  half  a  dozen. 

Mr.  FRELINGHU YSBN.  I  do  not  mean 
to  say  that  no  one  can  hear  an  injunction  in 
the  districts,  but  no  j'ustice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  can  hear  an  injunction  at  Washington 
during  the  session  of  the  Supreme  Court 
except  the  Chief  Justice. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Does  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  think  that  the  ends  of  justice 
require  that  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
beje  engaged  in  the  business  of  the  Supreme 


Court  should  have  their  attention  called  to  the 
granting  of  preliminary  injunctions  with  refer- 
ence to  cases  that  may  arise  in  all  parts  of  this 
country,  when  there  are  in  the  portions  of  the 
country  where  the  cause  of  action  arises  at 
least  half  a  dozen  judges  vested  with  this 
authority  ? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  think  that 
there  is  no  reason  for  taking  that  power  away 
from  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I 
think  it  is  wrong  to  take  it  away  from  them. 
I  think  there  may  be  questions  in  reference  to 
injunctions  when  they  are  the  proper  persons 
to  bear  them,  and  that  wecert-ainly  can  intrust 
them  with  that  power.  If  there  are  any  officers 
in  the  United  States  that  do  not  require  to  be 
hampered  by  statutory  law  for  fear  they  may 
do  some  wrong,  they  are  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  There  is  no  evil  complained 
of,  there  is  no  abuse  of  this  power,  and  I  think 
there  is  great  impropriety  in  our  passing  a  law 
taking  away  from  eight  of  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  the  power  to  hear  an  injunc- 
tion for  eight  mouths  in  the  year. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  would  like  to  ask  my 
friend  from  New  Jersey  if  he  is  advised  as  to 
what  the  rulings  of  these  judges  now  are.  I  am 
under  the  impression  very  strongly  that  some  of 
the  judges  have  held  that  they  have  no  power  to 
hear  an  application  outside  of  their  circuits  for 
an  injunction  in  an  ordinary  equity  case.  I  do 
not  speak  oftbe  supervisory  power  under  special 
provisions  of  the  bankrupt  law.  I  have  the  im- 
pression that  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
entertain  different  opinions  as  to  their  power 
to  hear  applications  for  injunction  in  ordinary 
equity  cases  outside  their  respective  circuits, 
some  of  the  judges  holding  that  they  have  the 
power  and  others  that  they  have  not.  I  am 
under  that  impreesion.  I  think  it  was  so  some 
time  ago.  Wnether  they  have  come  to  a  con 
formity  of  opinion  I  do  not  know;  but  I 
inquire  for  information. 

Mr.  FRELINQUUYSEN.  I  do  not  know 
how  the  fact  is.  I  know  that  some  of  the 
justices  are  in  the  habit  of  hearing  injunction 
cases  in  Washington. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    I  know  that. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Therefore,  I 
suppose  they  have  adopted  no  rule  contrary 
to  the  exercise  of  th^t  power,  and  it  is  a  mat- 
ter which  we  had  better  leave  them  to  adiust. 
Certainly  we  ought  not  to  pass  a  statute  taking 
this  important  power  away  from  all  excepting 
the  Chief  Justice,  throwing  the  whole  burden 
of  it  on  him.  In  this  District  it  may  be  re- 
markably inconvenient  to  suitors  to  be  obliged 
to  depend  upon  the  Chief  Justice ;  his  health 
may  not  be  sufficient  for  it. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  agree  entirely  with  my^ 
colleague  that  this  clause  should  be  stricken* 
out  of  this  bill.  The  object  of  a  court  of  equity 
is  to  prevent  irremediable  mischief  Nine 
tenths  of  all  applications  for  preliminary  in- 
junctions in  the  States  where  courts  of  chan- 
cery still  exist  are  heard  at  chambers.  The 
filace  of  hearing  is  a  matter  of  no  importance, 
t  is  an  application  for  a  preliminary  injunc- 
tion, in  many  cases  granted  without  notice, 
but  in  some  cases  by  the  rules  of  the  court 
notice  is  required.  And  for  eight  months  of 
the  year,  as  my  colleague  well  says,  to  pre- 
vent the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  from 
having  this  power  is  to  deprive  the  people  of 
this  country,  I  think,  of  an  agent  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  the  administration  of  justice. 

Now  let  me  suggest  a  case  that  may  occur. 
It  has  been  said  that  you  may  go  to  the  judges 
of  the  circuit  court.  Let  me  suppose  a  case 
where  one  defendant  is  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  one  circuit,  another  defendant  in  the 
State  .of  New  Jersey,  in  another  circuit,  an- 
other defendant  in  the  State  of  Louisiana,  in 
another  circuit;  suppose  a  dozen  different 
defendants  in  a  dozen  different  States,  and 
almost  as  many  circuits;  in  a  preliminary 
injunction,  where  can  yon  go ;  to  what  circuit 
judge  can  you  go,  who  can  have  process  served 
through  his  marshal  on  these  different  parlies? 


It  does  seem  to  me  that  it  ia  a  great  and  sei 
den  change.  No  possible  harm  can  cos* 
from  the  jurisdiction  where  it  now  ia,  an<L  i^ 
I  am  correctly  informed,  the  judges  of  ttt 
Supreme  Court  do  hold  and  do  act  ererj  dat 
on  the  principle  that  they  have  po*er  to  gras' 
preliminary  injunctions  when  they  are  hen*  n 
Washington  outside  of  their  circoito.  I  thtek 
my  colleague  is  entirely  right  that  ^reat  troofak 
and  great  danger  may  come  frooa  this  daoae, 
and  Ido  not  see  what  possible  good  can  resa.: 
from  leaving  it  in  the  bilL 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  It  seems  to  me  taas 
this  amendment  should  not  prevalL  We  have 
created  circuit  judgeships  so  thai  each  dtsiri<j£ 
now  has  its  district  judge  and  a  cireait  judge. 
In  other  words,  it  has  just  as  many  judges  t? 
apply  to  for  an  injunction  now,  without  includ- 
ing the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  ir 
had  before  we  created  the  circuit  jndgechsp«: 
that  is,  two.  The  hardship  of  this  is  thfci  a 
man  may  leave  Oregon  where  there  is  a  dis- 
trict judge  and  a  circuit  judge,  and  it  may  be 
the  two  judges  who  will  have  to  try  and  dL«- 
pose  of  the  cause,  and  he  may  give  notioe  to 
nis  opponent  to  appear  in  Washington  to  hsTe 
that  cause  heard  before  Judge  Field.  So  a 
man  from  Maine  may  give  notice  that  appli- 
cation will  be  made  before  Judge  Clifford  tier« 
in  Washington.  There  is  no  necessity  for  this, 
and  it  seems  to  me  that  the  proviaioa  of  the 
bill  as  reported  by  the  committee  ought  to  ta 
sustained  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  do  not  thiai 
that  the  argument  of  my  friend  from  Wiaeoa- 
sii)  is  sound,  that  because  there  sire  cirjuJ 
judges  and  district  judges  who  can  grant  in- 
junctions, we  should  take  away  this  impnrtas! 
power  from  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Coan. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     We  do  uoU 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     We  do. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Let  me  saggest  tb  ? 
to  my  friend :  if  there  should  occur  a  ca-^,  for 
instance,  which  Justice  Bradley  thought  b^ 
ought  to  hear,  does  anybody  believe  he  wouli 
not  take  the  train  and  go  over  to  his  circuit  U) 
hear  it  ?  Ordinarily  it  would  not  be  necessary 
for  him,  and  he  would  not  be  bothered  with 
the  application  here ;  but  in  an  important  caae 
like  that  suggested  by  my  friend  Iroin  Nev 
Jersey  on  the  other  side,  [Mr.  Stocktox.]  c^- 
tainiy  the  judge  would  take  the  cars  and  go  id 
his  circuit  to  hear  it.  We  do  not  take  a»af 
his  jurisdiction,  but  we  fix  the  place  where  it 
shall  be  exercised  merely. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     I  was    saying 
that  I  do  not  think  the  argument  of  (be  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  is  sound,  that  because 
we  have  created  circuit  judges,  and  because 
district  judges  have  the  power  of   grantiiig 
injunctions,  we  should  take  away  the  power 
from  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court.     Be 
cause  we  have  appointed  circuit  judges  we  do 
not  take  awa^  circuit  court  powers  and  judges 
from  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court.   They 
exist  as  they  did  before  we  created  the  iiev 
circuit  judges.     My  friend  says  it  ia  not  takia^ 
away  the  power.     It  is  substantially  takiiii^ 
away  the  power.     It  exists  in  cheery,  but  it 
practically  takes  it  away  here  for  eight  mootfes 
in  the  year,  when  these  judges  are  at  Wash- 
ington.    The  suggestion  that  they  can  ieare 
the  Supreme  Court  and  go  off  to  Georgia  or 
Alabama  to  hear  an  argument  which  is  wasted 
to  be  had  before  them  for  an  injunciion.  is 
impracticable  entirely.  If  they  have  the  power 
here  they  can  hear  it  on  Saturdays ;  they  c&c 
hear  it  in  the  mornings ;  they  can  hear  it  si 
chambers.     We  are  really  depriving  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  of  a  very  important 
privilege  in  sayine  that  eight  of  the  jusiites 
of  the  Supreme  Court  for  eight  mom  ha  in  \ke 
year  shall  not  hear  an  injunction.     It  is  ih^ 
most  delicate  power    in   the  world,  and  ve 
ought  to  select  the  very  best  and  most  respoos- 
ible  officers  to  discharge  it.     It  is   true  iha 
parties  can  come  here  and  the  Chief  Justice 
can  hear  it,  because  Washington    ia  in  his 
oircuit. 
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Mr.  GABPENTERt  I  shall  move  to  amend 
it  80  that  that  can  not  be  the  case. 

Mr.  FBELINGHUYSEN.  I  hope  we  shall 
adhere  to  the  position  I  have  taken,  and  not 
be  cutting  off  the  power  of  the  Supreme  Court. 
It  makes  mistakes,  bat  it  is  a  very  safe  tri- 
bunal, and  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  declare  that  for 
sight  months  in  the  year  eight  of  those  judges 
should  be  debarred  from  discharging  this  im- 
portant duty  of  granting  injunctions. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  My  honorable  friend 
Lotally  misstates  what  I  understand  tor  be  the 
affect  of  this  bill.  We  do  not  take  away  from 
jiny  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  the  power  to 
;raot  injunctions  in  any  causes  pending  in  his 
circuit ;  but  my  honorable  friend  says  we  do ; 
we  deprive  the  people  of  the  valuable  privilege 
^{  having  their  cases  heard  before  tne  judge 
}f  the  Supreme  Court  here.  We  deprive  the 
people  of  one  valuable  privilege ;  that  is,  of 
seing  dragged  from  Milwaukee  to  Washington 
A)  hear  a  petty  injunction  in  a  creditor's  biU, 
nrhich  can  be  heard  just  as  well  by  two  judges 
n  that  State.  But  if  there  is  a  question  im- 
portant enough  to  induce  its  hearing  by  the 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  assigned  to  that 
circuit,  he  has  simply  to  go  into  his  circuit, 
which  reaches  to  filmois  and  Michigan,  and 
n  either  of  those  places  he  can  hear  it.  Now. 
;he  question  is  whether  on  a  mere  matter  or 
convenience,  for  we  do  not  touch  the  question 
>f  power  at  all,  we  shall  put  it  in  the  power  of 
>ne  party  to  worry  another,  and  bring  him 
iwo  thousand  miles  to  hear  an  injunction  when 
*here  are  two  judges  ready  at  home  both  com- 
petent to  hear  the  case? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  think  this  provision  in 
he  bill,  if  it  is  carried  no  further  than  I  be- 
ieve  it  was  intended,  is  all  right  enoueh  ;  but 
[  wish  to  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
lin  whether  the  proviso  does  not  need  a  little 
imendment  in  one  respect?  It  is  rather  broiider 
)erhaps  than  he  intended  it  should  be.  It  may 
>e  construed  to  apply  to  bankrupt  cases  ;  and 
f  80,  would  not  that  produce  a  direct  conflict 
?ith  the  bankrupt  act,  with  the  supervisory 
lower  given  to  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
iJourt?  Had  he  not  better  put  in  an  ezclu- 
lion  of  bankrupt  cases  from  the  operation  of 
his  proviso,  so  as  to  leave  it  to  operate  only 
n  ordinary  cases  of  equity  ?  Otherwise,  will 
t  not  msJce  it  almost  impossible  for  that 
;upervising  power  to  be  exercised  ? 

Air.  CARPENTER.  It  may  be  so  amended 
f  that  is  desirable. 

Mr.  TH  URM AN.  I  think  it  had  better  be ; 
therwise,  there  may  be  some  fiEulure  of  justice 
a  that  respect. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  the  amendment 
aoved  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  should 
ot  prevail,  I  shall  move  to  amend  the  section 
o  as  to  make  it  express  what  was  intended, 
'he  necessity  of  the  amendment  is  suggested 
o  me  by  the  remarks  made  by  the  Senator 
rom  New  Jersey,  that  the  Chief  Justice  might 
.ear  an  application  at  Washington  because  he 
}  here  iu  his  circuit.  It  was  not  the  object 
if  this  section  to  give  him  the  right  to  hear 
pplications  for  injunctions  in  causes  notpeud- 
cig  in  his  circuit.  Two  things  must  concur : 
le  must  be  hearing  the  application  in  a  cause 
•ending  in  his  circuit,  and  the  place  of  hearing 
just  be  in  his  circuit.  That  was  the  intention  ; 
nd  to  make  that  clear  I  shall  move  to  amend 
be  proviso  so  that  it  will  read: 

Except  within  the  oiroait  to  which  he  is  allotted, 
nd  in  causes  pending  in  the  oiroait  to  whioh  he  is 
Hotted,  or  in  suoh  causes  at  such  place  outside  of 
lie  circuit  aa  the  parties  may  in  writing  stipulate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  think  we  had  better 
erfect  this  proviso  before  the  motion  to  strike 
ut  is  put ;  and,  therefore,  if  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  has  no  objection  to  it,  I  move  to 
isert,  afler  the  word  '*  order."  in  the  ninth 
ne,  the  words  '4n  cases  otner  than  bank- 
apt  cases." 

M  r.  CARPENTER.  I  have  no  objection  to 
dat  personally. 


Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  an  objection  to 
it.  I  should  like  to  know  why  they  should 
grant  injunctions  in  bankruptcy  any  more  than 
in  other  cases? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  state  the  only 
reason,  and  perhaps  I  may  be  wrong  about 
that.  The  Senator  from  Illinois  is  aware  of 
the  supervising  power,  a  power  that  has  been 
very-largely  exercised  indeed,  and  in  the  main 
very  beneficially  exercised,  given  by  the  bank- 
rupt law  to  the  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court 
over  the  action  of  the  district  courts. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  am  not  aware  of  any 
law  that  gives  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
any  supervising  power  that  the  judge  of  the 
circuit  court  does  not  have. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  that  is  so,  if  the  circuit 
judge  has  the  same  supervising  power,  that  is 
an  answer  to  what  I  have  said. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.    I  think  that  is  so. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  I  do  not  care  about 
making  the  amendment  at  all. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.    I  think  that  is  correct. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  should  like  to  have  a 
chance  to  look  into  that. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey  places  his  amendment  upon  en- 
tirely erroneous  grounds.  He  seems  to  sup- 
pose that  the  object  of  this  measure  is  to  cur- 
tail the  jurisdiction  of  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  he  pays  to  those  judges  a 
very  deserved  compliment  when  he  says  that 
they  are  the  persons  perhaps  above  all  others 
who  should  be  trusted  with  the  exercise  of 
this  delicate  power.  But,  sir,  the  object  of 
this  bill  is  not  to  take  power  from  the  justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court.  That  is  not  the  design 
at  all,  nor  did  any  one,  I  apprehend,  who 
favors  this  bill  as  it  is  have  any  distrust  of  the 
high  character  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  But  this  is  a  jurisdiction  that  they  do 
not  desire  to  possess ;  it  is  a  jurisdiction  not 
appertaining  to  their  business  here  as  justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  in. a  preliminary 
proceeding  in  reference  to  the  initiation  of 
cases  all  over  the  country. 

This  granting  of  injunctions  is,  as  the 
Senator  says,  a  very  delicate  matter.  I  ask, 
shall  unscrupulous  parties  be  permitted  here 
in  the  city  of  Washington  to  present  their  case 
ex  parUi  (for  applications  for  injunctions  are 
made  ex  parte,)  and  without  notice  to  the 
adverse  party  shall  parties  come  here  and  pre- 
sent a  case  in  reference  to  a  matter  pending, 
if  you  please,  in  the  mining  districts  of  Ne- 
vada or  of  California,  a  one-  sided  case  which 
prima  facie  would  compel  a  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  to  grant  an  injunction,  stated 
in  such  a  way  as  would  compel  any  judicial 
officer  on  the  statement  of  the  case  to  award  a 
preliminary  injunction,  and  tie  up  a  proceed- 
ing two  thousand  miles  away  until  the  adverse 
party  can  have  notice  come  and  here  with  affi- 
davits and  have  that  preliminaiy  injunction 
dissolved?  Why,  sir,  the  district  judge  in 
Nevada  and  the  circuit  judge  in  the  ninth 
circuit  would  hesitate  to  set  aside  the  prelim- 
inary ii^unction  granted  by  a  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  Washington.  Shall  parties 
be  allowed  to  go  around  from  one  of  the*  jus- 
tices of  the  Supreme  Court  to  another  to  obtain 
injunctions?  Shall  citizens  of  New  York 
appl^  to  the  justice  oi  the  Supreme  Court  who 
presides  in  California  in  order  to  obtain  in- 
junctions? It  is  not  only  in  reference  to  the 
justices  when  they  are  here  in  the  city  of. 
Washington,  but  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey 
insists  that  this  bill  «hall  remain  so  that  parties 
residing  iu  the  city  of  New  York  may  apply  to 
the  judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  who  is  in  San 
Francisco  holding  court  for  a  preliminary  in- 
junction to  restrain  a  party  from  doing  some- 
thing in  the  city  of  New  x  ork  or  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey. 

There  is  no  necessity  for  this.  We  have 
provided  district  judges  and  circuit  judges  for 
all  the  districts  and  circuits  in  the  United 
States  where  the  causes  of  action  arise,  and 
if  there  is  a  necessity  for  an  injunction,  which 


is  to  be  granted  only  in  cases  to  restrain  a 
wrong  being  done  until  the  cause  can  be  heard 
upon  its  merits,  the  application  should  be 
made  to  the  judges  where  the  parties  are, 
where  the  cause  o?  action  arises ;  but  there  is 
no  necessity  for  conferring  authority  upon  a 
judge  in  San  Francisco  to  grant  an  injunction 
to  operate  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey  or  the 
State  of  Illinois^  It  enables  parties  to  annoy 
and  place  at  great  disadvantage  defendants  if 
they  are  permitted  to  make  these  applications 
at  such  a  great  distance  from  the  residences 
of  the  defendants  and  from  the  place  where 
the  matter  in  controversy  is  situated.  One 
essential  matter  in  the  dispensation  of  justice 
is  to  bring  it  home  to  the  parties  in  their  local- 
ities. 

Now,  sir,  I  trust  that  this  proviso  will  not 
be  stricken  out  The  ends  of  justice  do  not 
require  that  Mr.  Justice  Bradley,  residing  in 
New  Orleans  or  New  Jersey,  should  act  upon 
the  subject  of  granting  an  injunction  iu  Chi- 
cago, or  Louisville,  or  St.  Louis.  If  the  Sen- 
ator's motion  prevails,  that  judge  is  liable  to 
be  applied  to  by  parties  from  those  remote 
districts  of  country.  Not  only  that,  sir,  par- 
ties will  apply  first  to  one  justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  if  you  please,  residing  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  not  being  able  to  obtain 
their  injunction  there,  they  will  bring  their 
papers  to  a  justice  residing  in  New  York  or 
at  some  other  distant  point,  varying  their 
cases  a  little.  After  they  ascertain  that  the 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  whom  th^y 
applied  in  the  State  of  Illinois  has  given  some 
reason  why  the  preliminary  injunction  ought 
not  to  be  granted,  the  papers  will  be  changed 
to  obviate  that  objection,  and  then  taken  to 
some  other  justice,  perhaps.  *  It  seems  to  me 
that  it  opens  a  door  for  abuse,  and  will  be  a 
great  inconvenience  to  the  people,  to  the  par- 
ties who  have  business  in  courts,  or  may  be 
used — not  because  I  distrust  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  at  all,  but  because  parties  may 
take  advantage,  by  making  their  own  cases 
and  applying  at  a  distance,  of  the  adverse 
party  in  the  suit. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  withdraw  the  amendment  that  I  offered? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     Certoinly. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  find,  on  looking  at  the 
statute,  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois  is  right, 
that  the  supervising  is  vested  in  the  circuit 
judge,  and  i  therefore  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  withdraws  the  amendment  offered 
by  him. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  wish  to  move  to 
amend  the  proviso  by  way  of  perfecting  it, 
which  I  suppose  takes  precedence  of  the 
motion  to  strike  out.     Am  I  right  in  that? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  in  order 
to  amend  the  proviso  before  the  question  is 
taken  on  the  motion  to  strike  out. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  from 
New  Jersey  allow  me  to  offer  the  amendment 
now? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     I  move,  then,  to  strike 

out  at  the  end  of  the  tenth  line  the  word  ''  or," 

and  to  insert  **and  in  causes  pending  in  the 

circuit  to  which  he  is  allotted,  or  in  such 

causes  ;'*  so  that  the  proviso  will  read: 

Provided^  That  no  jostioe  of  the  Supreme  Court 
shall  hear  or  allow  any  applioation  for  an  in^nnqtion 
or  restraining  order,  except  within  the  circuit  to 
whioh  he  is  allotted  aod  in  causes  pending  in  the 
circuit  to  which  he  is  allotted,  or  in  such  causes  at 
suoh  place  outside  of  the  oiroait  as  the  parties  may 
in  writing  stipulate. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  to  strike  out  the  proviso  as 
amended. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Mr.  President, 
this  is  taking  away  from  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court  the  power  to  grant  injunctions 


2492 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


April  17. 


• 

for  eixht  months  Id  the  year.  The  power 
remains  with  them  theoretically;  but  sub- 
stantially it  is  taken  from  them,  because  We 
are  told  they  shall  not  f^rant  an  injunction 
even  in  a  cause  pending  in  their  own  circuit, 
while  they  are  here  at  We^shington  for  eight 
months  in  the  year ;  bat  if  there  is  a  cause 
pending  in  the  circuit  of  one  of  the  judges  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  he  must  Jeave  Washing- 
ton and  go  to  that  circuit  in  order  to^  hear  the 
preliminary  injunction.  That  is  taking  away 
the  power  from  them  practically ;  theoretically 
it  remains. 

But  my  objection  is  not  that  I  am  afraid  of 
having  the  power  of  the  Supreme  Court  cur- 
tailed ;  it  is  the  rights  of  the  people  that  are 
curtailed.  Here  is  the  most  delicate  exercise 
of  power  known  to  civil  government,  that  of 
granting  injunctions,  and  we  pass  a  law  that 
the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  eight 
months  in  the  year  shall  not  exercise  that 
power,  and  compel  people  to  take  the  most 
important  question  to  some  little  district  court 
judge  or  the  judge  of  some  circuit  away  from 
Washington. 

The  Senator  from  Illinois  says  this  power 
may  be  abused.  Then  abolish  the  power  to 
grant  injunctions ;  for  if  you  cannot  intrust  it 
to  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  you  can- 
not intrudt  it  to  any  one.  But  I  deny  that 
there  has  grown  up  any  such  abuse  in  the 
practices  ol  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court 
that  calls  for  this  statutory  enactment  in  order 
to  cure  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  will 
allow  me,  I  did  not  mean  to  say,  and  do  not 
Uiink  I  did  say,  that  it  would  be  abused  by  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  but  abused  by 
parties  practicing  an  abuse  upon  other  parties. 
I  did  not  mean  to  intimate  that  the  justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  would  abuse  their 
authority. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  The  Senator 
did  say  what  he  states  now,  and  that  is  iust  the 
point.  How  can  parties  abuse  it  unless  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  permit  them  to 
abuse  it  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  By  making  ex  parte 
applications. 

Mr.  FRBLINGHUYSEN.  They  make 
their  ex  parte  application ;  but  the  justice  has 
a  discretion,  and  if  he  thinks  there  is  no  good 
reason  why  the  application,  from  its  import- 
ance, from  the  position  of  the  parties  who 
come  before  him,  should  be  granted,  he  will 
say,  **  1,  in  the  exercise  of  my  unlimited  discre- 
tion," as  he  has  in  reference  to  injunc- 
tions, ''refuse  to  grant  this  injunction.'' 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  at  that  point? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  do  not  understand 
that  any  judge  in  this  country  has  absolute, 
unlimited,  arbitrary  discretion,  as  alluded  to 
by  the  Senator.  I  understand  if  any  judge 
having  the  jurisdiction  by  law  to  grant  an  in- 
junction has  presented  to  him  a  bill  in  equity, 
fortified  with  proofs  which  entitle  the  party  by 
the  acknowleaged  and  usual  practice  of  a  court 
of  equity  to  have  an  injunction,  the  judge  has 
no  discretion  to  deny  it. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  think  that 
elementary  principle  of  law  even  I  may  be 
presumed  to  have  neard  and  know  of. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Therefore  I  was  aston- 
ished to  hear  the  Senator  deny  it. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  did  not  deny 
it  I  did  not  state  that  any  judge  had  the 
power  or  the  right  to  act  in  an  arbitrary  man- 
ner ever,  as  the  Senator  says  I  stated.  I  did 
not  intimate  that  he  had  the  right  to  act  in  an 
arbitrary  manner.  He  has  got  the  right,  and 
it  is  his  duty  to  exercise  a  discretion  in  the 
matter,  and  in  the  exercise  of  that  discretion 
he  is  not  bound  by  any  strict  rules  of  law.  You 
cannot  make  a  case  on  a  bill  in  equity  that  he 
is  bound  as  in  rendering  a  judgment  on  an  issue 
of  law  to  decide  one  way  or  the  other.  He  may 
say, ' '  I  believe,  while  you  have  laid  the  gronnd- 
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work  for  your  injunction,  that  the  granting  of 
this  injunction  on  the  whole  will  do  more  hurt 
than  it  will  do  good,"  and  refuse  it.  There  are 
hundred  of  cases  where  that  has  been  done ; 
many  to  my  knowledge.  The  learned  Senator 
shakes  his  head.  Why,  an  injunction  is  only 
granted  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  an  in- 
jury, and  if  the  judge  thinks  that  the  injunc- 
tion will  do  more  iniury  than  that  complained 
of,  it  would  be  an  absurdity  for  him  io  grant 
the  injunction.  It  does  not  require  a  lawyer 
to  see  that  that  must  be  a  principle  of  law. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Then,  according  to 
that,  the  party  would  not  have  his  rights  if  the 
judge  thought  it  was  better  for  him  not  to  have 
them. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  My  learned 
friend  makes  a  great  misapplication  of  terms. 
The  question  is,  whether  under  the  circum- 
stances it  is  his  right,  and  if  the  injunction 
would  do  more  injury  than  good,  it  is  not  his 
right.  Therefore  no  evil  can  arise,  because 
the  judge  is  not  bound  to  grant  the  injunction 
unless  he  believes  that  it  will  promote  justice 
and  equity  and  that  the  party  is  fairly  entitled 
to  it  If  there  is  abuse,  as  intimated  by  the 
Senator  from  Illinois,  it  cannot  exist  unless 
the  justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  connives  at 
and  is  a  party  to  that  abuse.  I  deny  that  any 
such  evil  exists  as  is  complained  of  in  the 
exercise  of  this  power  by  the  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  the  rights  of  the  people 
that  I  speak  for.  It  makes  no  difference  to 
the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  how  much 
their  powers  are  curtailed.  I  am  not  jealous 
of  their  rights ;  but  I  think  there  would  be 
great  impropriety  in  the  Senate  declaring  that 
this  delicate  exercise  of  power  should  be  ex- 
cluded for  eight  months  in  the  year  from  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  They  will  see 
to  it  that  no  such  inconvenience  as  that  im- 
agined to  parties  occurs,  while  everybody  can 
see  that  in  a  nf^tion  like  this  it  must  be  of  the 
greatest  inconvenience  to  the  suitors  of  Balti- 
more, New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  if  for  eight 
months  in  the  year  they  are  entirely  excluded 
from  bringing  an  injunction  case  here  at  Wash- 
ington beiore  anjr  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  as  the  bill  i*  now  amended :  though  I 
believe  the  Chief  Justice  could  still,  as  to  his 
own  circuit,  exercise  the  power. 

But,  sir,  I  have  said  a  great  deal  more  on 
this  subject  than  I  had  intended.  I  supposed 
the  sugg^estion  I  made  would  commend  itself 
to  the  judgment  of  the  Senate.  I  hope  the 
amendment  will  prevail. 
-  Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  understood  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  a  few 
moments  ago  to  say  that  injunctions  were 
always  granted  ex  parte 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Not  always;  they  may 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  should  like  to  ask  him 
whether  the  statute  of  the  United  States  in  the 
United  States  courts  does  not  require  in  every 
case  ten  day's  notice? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No,  sir;  there  is  no 
such  statute  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Ml*.  CARPENTER.  '<  Reasonable  notice.'' 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  The  words  are  "rea- 
sonable notice,"  and  ten  days  is,  I  think,  the 
usual  practice ;  but  that  matter,  as  my  colleague 
says,  18  entirely  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  and  the  difficulties  and  the  abuses  that 
he  speaks  of  are  the  very  questions,  the  very  mat- 
ters on  which  the  court  is  to  decide  in  its  discre- 
tion. An  application  for  an  injunction  is  an 
application  to  the  sound  discretion  of  the  court 
The  application  for  a  preliminary  injunction 
is  a  great  preventive  remedy.  It  is  to  prevent 
irreparable  mischief,  and  to  prevent  fraud. 
Sir,  I  am  not  willing  to  see  the  arm  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit^  States  shortened 
one  inch  in  that  great  remedial  preventive 
power.  It  is  purely  a  power  of  prevention. 
I  may  be  wrong,  and  I  speak,  and  ought  to 
speak,  with  great  diffidence  in  speaking  in 
answer  to  the  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 


mittee on  this  subject;  and  I  should  be  glmd  u 
be  corrected  if  I  am  wrong ;  but  in  the  case 
which  I  put  where  half  a  dozen  differed: 
defendants  reside  in  half  a  dozen  differeot  dr 
cuits,  and  you  come  on  reasonable  notioe  to 
the  judge  of  the  circuit  where  the  complaia 
ant  is,  in  Washington,  in  order  that  yoa  akt 
get  process  served  and  reasonable  notice  giv«: 
to  the  defendants  in  the  other  circuits,  if  yos 
have  not  that  power  for  eight  moatha  in  tb€ 
year^  where  can  you  can  go?  I  may  he  wroaf. 
I  should  like  to  have  it  explained.  Can  y^ 
go  to  a  circuit  judge  and  serve  your  process  is 
all  those  different  States,  and  hring  thoae  peo 
pleinU)  your  circuit?  If  that  he  true,  i:  is  ta« 
very  proposition  against  which  the  chairai^ 
of  the  Judiciary  Committee  is  fighting.  Yoa 
are  dragging  people  long  distances  to  get  ihcs 
into  the  New  York  circuit.  Yoa  may  drag  s 
man  from  New  Orleans,  if  you  have  the  power 
to  do  it,  before  a  circuit  judge  in  New  York 

The  truth  is,  Mr.  President,  that  all  o«r 
laws  have  put  this  whole  matter  and  trus:eii 
it  in  the  wisdom,  the  discretion,  and  the  hos- 
esty  of  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Coert  If 
they  are  not  able  to  prevent  frauds  apon  tbea 
where  reasonable  notice  is  required,  if  thej 
are  not  able  to  prevent  frauds  and  imprcmer 
vexation  by  dragging  i>eople  from  long  in 
tances  to  Washington  ;  in  other  words,  if  ihej 
are  unable  to  prevent  abuses,  the  armament  is 
and  can  be  nothing  less  than  that  we  oaght  to 
abolish  this  great  preventive,  which  we  look 
upon  as  being  one  of  the  most  valuable  features 
of  our  system  of  jurisprudence. 

Sir,  it  is  the  same  proposition   aa  this :  that 
the  chancellor  of  the  State  of    New  Jersey 
should  not  have  the  power,  if  he  Htos  in  Jer- 
sey City,  to  grant  a  preliminary  injunction  st 
chambers  in  Jersey  City,  but  must  take  all  the 
parties  at  Jersev  City  and  carry  them  to  Treo- 
ton  and  sit  in  his  court-room  before  he  can 
grant  an  iniunction,  when  the  very  object  i* 
to  have  it  done  speedily  and  quickly.     Wfaj, 
sir,  in  my  State  the  clerk  of  the  court  of  chan- 
cery is  awakened  in  the  middle  of  the  night  is 
order  to  put  the  seal  of  the  court  to  sm  injunc- 
tion, an  injunction  which  may  he  to  preveai 
riot  and  disorder  in  the  collisions  whicn  occor 
between  different  corporations  sknd  conipootef 
and  their  agents,  where  there  is  no  time  to  bs 
lost,  where  the  thing  should  he  done  imme 
diately.     That  is  the  very  object  of  leariog 
this  power  in  the  hands  of  the  court  of  chan- 
cery;   and  even  in  those  States    where  the 
court  of  chancery  has  been  abolished  thej 
have  always  found  it  necessary  to  give  this 
same  power,  or  something  exceedingly  similar 
to  it,  to  the  hands  of  the  judges  of  the  lav 
courts. 

Mr.  President,  it  may  be  that  living  in  a 
State  and  having  been  brought  up  at  the  bar 
of  a  State  where  a  court  of  chancery  still  ex- 
ists very  much  in  the  same  condition  that  it 
always  has  in  England,  I  may  feel  the  import- 
ance of  this  jurisdiction  more  than  other  geo- 
tiemen ;  but  I  may  say,  having  been  fortunate 
enough  to  have  in  our  State  ever  since  I  have 
been  at  the  bar  gentlemen  of  great  int^gritf 
and  wisdom  and  learning  as  chancellors,  the 
system  has  impressed  itself  on  me  as  a  vise 
one  and  a  good  one,  a  good  one  for  the  people 
and  the  suitors.    Just  as  it  exists  there  it 
exists  in  nearly  the  same  way,  vrith  only  some 
few  statutory  provisions  as  to  practioe,  in  the 
judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.    I  look  upon  this  measure  as  an  inoo- 
vation.     I  can  see  no  possible  good  to  resah 
from  the  adoption  of  this  proviso. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEEL  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  froia 
New  Jersey  [Mr.  Frelikohuysek]  to  strike  oat 
the  proviso  as  amended. 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  I  should  like  to  have 
the  proviso  as  amended  reported. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  aa  follows: 

Provided,  That  no  jastioe  of  the  Saprame  Cottt 
ehall  hear  or  allow  any  spplieatioa  for  aa  imofie- 
tion  or  restraining  order,  except  withhi  the  cBreiit 
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to  which  he  ii  allotted,  and  in  oaniM  peodinc  in  tha 
circuit  to  which  be  ii  allotted,  or  in  saoh  eauset  at 
Buch  place  ootaide  the  cirooit  aa  the  parties  may  in 
writing  8ti palate. 

The  question  being  pat,  there  were,  on  a 
diyiBion — ayes  14.  noes  16  ;  no  qnorom  votiog. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS  called  for  the  yeas  and 
aays,  and  they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  am  paired  on  this 
question  with  the  Senator  from  California,  Mr. 
Jassbrlt.  I  shoold  vote  '*nay''  if  he  were 
>re8ent,  and  he  woald  vote  ''yea." 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
esnlted — yeas  18,  nays  25 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aloom.  Bayard.  Blair.  Chandler, 
/onkling,  Freling hnysen,  Groldthwaite,  Johnston, 
Ce]loM,Sattl8bary,  Soott,Stookton,  and  Wrisht— 13. 

NAXo  — Mes8ni.Ames.  Boreman,  Caldwell,  Cole, 
hooper,  Corbett,  Daris  of  West  Virginia,  Bdmonds, 
fenton.  Ferry  of  Conneotieat.  Ferry  of  Michigan, 
iamilton  of  Texas.  Hamlin,  Hill,  Hitohoook,  Mor^ 
ill  of  Vermont.  Norwood,  Patterson,  Pomeroy, 
'ratt.  Rice,  Schars.  Sumner,  Tipton,  and  Trnm- 
.uH-25. 

ABSENT— Meain.  Anthony.  Brownlow.  Buok- 
□gham,  Cameron,  Carpenter,  Casserly,  Clayton, 
h-agin.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Flanagan,  Gilbert, 
Iamilton  of  Mairland,  Harlan,  Howe,S!elly,  Lewio, 
^ogan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton.  Nye,  Otbom,  Pool, 
lamsey,  Robertson,  Sawyer.  Sherman,  Spencer, 
•prsfue.  Sterenson.  Stewart,  Thnrman.  Viokers, 
V  est,  Wilson,  and  Windom-^. 

So  the  amendment  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAULSBURT.    I  move  to  add  at  the 

nd  of  the  proviso  the  following  amendment: 

Unless  in  cases  where  such  application  cannot  he 
eard  by  the  district  judge  in  the  circuit. 

The  object  of  this  is,  in  case  the  district 
ndge  is  out  of  the  circuit,  or  is  sick  and  can- 
ot  hear  an  application  for  an  injunction,  that 
ben  the  power  may  still  be  exercised  by  the 
udge  of  the  Supreme  Court  to  grant  an  in- 
unction under  tnose  circumstances. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  There  is  a  district  judge 
nd  a  circuit  judge  in  every  circuit. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  will  add  "or  cir- 
oit." 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Let  the  amendment 
e  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  amendment  is  to 
dd  to  the  proviso  the  following: 

Except  in  oases  where  suoh  application  cannot  be 
eard  by  the  distriot  or  oirouit  judge  in  sueh  oirooit 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  That  needs  some  change 

f  phraseology.    There  is  no  such  thine  as  a 

[strict  judge  in  a  circuit  or  a  circuit  juage  in 

district.     It  should  be  changed  to  read : 

Except  in  oases  where  snob  application  cannot  be 
lard  by  the  oircuit  jndge  of  the  circuit  or  the  dii- 
ict  judge  of  the  district. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     I  do  not  think  there  is 

ly  objection  to  thai,  or  indeed  any  occasion 

r  it,  because  there  are  always  two  persons  to 

bom  application  may  be  made.    There  is  a 

strict  jud^e  in  every  district,  and  then  there 

a  circuit  judge  in  every  circuit  having  juris- 

ction  throughout  bis  circuit.     I  do  not  think 

ere  is  any  occasion  for  the  amendment,  but 

do  not  think  there  is  any  objection  to  it,  if 

e  Senator  thinks  there  ii  any  practical  im- 

•rtanoe  m  it.     Let  it  be  read  as  amended. 

The  Chief  Clsbk.     As  modified  it  reads : 

Sxoept  in  oases  where  saoh  application  cannot 
heard  by  the  circuit  judge  of  the  circuit  or  the 
itriot  judge  of  the  district. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

&f  r.  NORWOOD.  I  would  inquire  of  the 
airman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
a  pi  J  for  information,  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
renth,  eighth,  and  a  portion  of  the  ninth 
es  of  section  seven,  on  page  6,  which  pro- 
le for  the  adoption  by  the  United  States 
irts  of  the  State  laws.  Does  not  the  amend- 
nt  of  the  committee  really  prevent  the 
tales  of  the  State  from  being  the  rule  by 
ich  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the 
lited  States  are  to  be  governed?  I  want 
know  what  is  to  be  the  operation  of  that 
endment  suggested  by  the  Judiciary^  Com- 
;tee  in  the  lines  I  have  called  attention  to. 
dr.  THUMBULL.  The  Senator  will  ob- 
▼e  that  the  bill  adopts  absolutely  the  laws 
they  now  exist  in  the  States  ;  but  we  ones- 
led  the  proprietjf  if  not  the  power,  of  Con- 


gress adopting  in  advance  absolutely  such  laws 
as  might  nereafter  be  enacted  in  the  States. 
We  adopt  the  practice  of  the  States  as  it  now 
exists,  and  then  authorize  the  United  States 
courts  from  time  to  time,  if  they  think  proper, 
to  adopt  by  rule  such  laws  as  may  be  passed 
in  the  States.  That  was  the  intention  of  the 
committee,  and  I  think  that  is  the  meaning  of 
the  section  to  which  my  attention  has  been 
called.    . 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  I  presume  that  that  was 
the  intention,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  the  lan- 
guage used  in  the  amendment  would  imply  that 
the  Federal  court  might  or  might  not  adopt 
the  State  laws  which  were  in  force  at  the  com- 
meocement  of  a  cause.  For  instance,  a  suit 
is  commenced  by  A  to-day.  This  language  is 
that  the  court  may  adopt  the  State  laws  in 
force  when  the  suit  is  commenced  upon  trial 
of  the  cause.  Does  the  amendment  strike  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  in  that  light? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  never  had  occurred 
to  me  that  any  court  would  adopt  regulations 
that  would  be  retroactive.  I  did  not  suppose 
a  court  would  do  that  or  could  do  that.  If  the 
suit  was  properly  commenced  under  the  exist- 
ing State  law,  the  adoption  of  the  rules  after- 
ward would  hardly  have  a  retrospective  effect 
to  make  the  proceeding  irregularly  com- 
menced. The  party  would  have  a  right  to 
commence  the  suit  according  to  the  law  of  the 
State  at  the  time  this  act  passed  ;  and  if  the 
laws  of  the  State  are  subsequently  changed, 
and  the  United  States  courts  think  proper  to 
adopt  that  change,  I  apprehend  it  would  not 
be  made  to  operate  by  any  court  upon  any 

{proceeding  which  had  taken  place  under  the 
aw  as  it  existed 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  That  is  just  my  appre- 
hension ;  and  the  difficulty  occurs  to  my  mind 
in  this  way :  if  a  party  commences  a  suit  in 
the  circuit  or  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  under  the  State  laws  as  they  exist  to- 
day, he  mast  do  it  because  those  State  laws 
have  been  adopted  by  the  United  States  court 
before  that  time;  otherwise,  he  would  com- 
mence them  under  the  laws  applicable  to  that 
court,  which  are  not  State  laws ;  and  how  can 
he  tell  in  advance  that  the  State  law  which  he 
might  commence  his  proceedinff  under  to-day 
would  be  adopted  or  would  not  he  adopted  by 
the  court  when  the  trial  comes  on  ?  The  lan- 
guage is : 

And  such  circuit  or  district  courts  may  by  rules 
adopt  such  State  laws  as  may  be  in  force  in  the 
State  in  relation  to  attachments  and  other  proeeis 
at  the  time  such  cause  is  commenced. 

There  seems  to  me  to  be  an  ambiguity  that 
attracted  my  attention  in  that  language.  If 
there  is  no  ambiguity,  I  have  no  suggestion  to 
make,  and  I  rose  simply  for  information  upon 
that  point. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  myself  see  how 
there  can  be  any  difficulty  about  it.  The  court 
can  adopt  the  laws  in  force  '*at  the  time  such 
cause  is  commenced ;"  the  laws  could  only  be 
applicable  to  the  suit  at  the  time  it  was  com- 
menced. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  They  could  not  apply 
before. 

Mr.  TRUMBUI4L.  Certainly  they  could 
not  apply  before;  but  if  there  is  an^  difficulty 
about  that,  if  any  embarrassment  is  likely  to 
arise  in  reference  to  it,  I  have  no  objection  to 
any  amendment  that  will  remedy  the  difficulty 
which  the  Senator  from  Georgia  seems  to 
anticipate. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  will  ask  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  if,  looking  to  a  possible  change  in 
the  remedy  by  the  State  Legislature  after  the 
commencement  of  a  suit  in  a  district  court  of 
the  United  States,  any  such  change  should 
take  place  pending  the  suit  in  the  district 
court,  it  would  not  be  well  to  specify  in  the 
bill  that  it  should  conform  to  any  change 
made  during  the  pendency  of  the  suit?  Sup- 
pose, for  example,  a  change  were  made  that 
would  affect  the  pendency  of  a  suit  in  a  State 
ooart  on  an  attainment,  that  same  law  shoald 
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have  the  same  effect  upon  a  similar  suit  pend- 
ing in  the  district  court  of  the  United  States, 
although  the  change  might  be  made  after  the 
suit  was  instituted. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  submit  to  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  whether  there  can  be  any  prac- 
tical difficulty  about  this?  Is  it  not  safe  to 
leave  it  to  the  judge  of  the  court,  who  has  a 
discretion  in  adopting  the  law  of  the  State? 
Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  we  have  got  to  guard 
in  the  statute  against  a  judge  adopting  a  rule 
which  should  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  parties 
who  are  already  in  court  ?  If  you  can  suppose 
that  of  a  judge,  you  can  suppose  he  would 
decide  the  case  wrongly  any  way.  It  seems  to 
me  that  we  might  leave  to  the  discretion  of 
the  court  the  adoption  by  rule  of  laws  here- 
after to  be  passed  and  their  application  to  the 
cases  pending  with  entire  safety  if  we  can 
leave  the  case  itself  to  the  court. 

Mr.  HILL.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  very 
well  satisfied  with  what  the  committee  recom- 
mended. 1  think  the  bill  will  be  a  great  con- 
venience, will  aid  materially  the  profession  in 
most  of  the  States,  and  will  create  a  familiarity 
everywhere  with  the  practice  of  the  respective 
States.  I  only  made  the  suggestion  on  account 
of  what  had  fallen  from  my  colleague  in  regard 
to  it,  and  I  saw  no  other  way  of  accommodating 
his  suggestion  but  that  which  I  threw  out. .  I 
am  not  anxious  myself  about  it ;  I  do  not  think 
any  evil  can  grow  out  of  the  adoption  of  the 
bill  as  it  stands.  I  think  it  is  a  very  good 
measure. 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  Let  me  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  the  chair- 
I  man  of  the  Judiciary  Committee.  It  has  been 
suggested  here  that  the  difficulty,  if  an^  really 
exists,  would  be  obviated  by  inserting  the 
words  '*  at  the  time  such  case  is  commenced,*' 
after  the  word  ^^  may,"  in  the  eighth  line,  and 
leaving  them  out  where  they  now  are.  I  call 
his  attention  to  that  proposed  transposition. 
It  would  then  read : 

And  such  circuit  or  district  courts  may  by  rule 
adopt  such  State  laws  as  may  at  the  time  such  cause 
is  commenced  be  in  force  in  the  State  in  relation  to 
attachments,  Ac. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  That  cannot  change 
the  sense  of  it. 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  I  do  not  think  it  does  ; 
but  th^  transposition  has  been  suggested  to  me. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  see  how  that 
changes  the  legal  construction  of  the  lan- 
guage. 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  I  do  not  see  it  myself, 
but  other  Senators  think  it  would  change  it. 
My  own  view  is  that  the  words  "at  the  time 
such  cause  is  commenced''  should  be  omitted. 
The  object  is  to  allow  the  courts  to  adopt  any 
future  laws  that  may  be  enacted  by  the  States. 
Now,  there  is  no  use  in  fixing  any  time  at 
which  they  are  to  adopt  them  or  that  they 
shall  relate  to  the  commencement  or  the  trial 
of  any  cause  pending  in  these  courts. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendments  made  as  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  A  suggestion  has  been 
made  which  may  perhaps  make  the  seventh 
section  more  acceptable  to  the  Senator  from 
Georgia,  [Mr.  Norwood.]  Would  it  meet  his 
views  if  it  read  in  this  way,  beginning  in  the 
seventh  line,  afler  the  word  "  may :" 

Such  circuit  orjdistrict  courts  may,  from  time  to 
time,  by  rules,  adopt  sueh  State  laws  as  may  be  in 
force  in  the  State  in  relation  to  attachments  and 
other  prooeis. 

Striking  out  the  words  "  at  the  time  such 
cause  is  commenced." 

Mr.  NORWOOD.  Yes,  sir,  that  would 
suit  me. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Let  it  read.  **and  such 
circuit  and  district  courts  may  from  time  to 
time  by  general  rule  " — so  that  it  shall  not  be 
a  rule  for  a  particular  case — '  *  adopt  such  laws 
as  may  be  in  force  in  the  State  in  reference  to 
attachments  and  other  process. ' '  Would  that 
be  satisfactory? 

Mr.  NORWOOD.    Perfectly  so. 
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Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  that  amendment. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for*  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  thud  time,  and 
passed. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPBRS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HAMLIN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  CB]>tain  H.  Clay  Wood  have  leave 
to  withdraw  hiB  petition  and  papers  from  the  files 
of  the  Senate. 

HBS8AQB  FROM  THB  HOUSB. 

A  message  from  the  Hoose  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  adhered  to  its  amendment 
to  the  bill  (S.  No.  665)  to  extend  the  time  to 
the  State  of  Wisconsin  to  complete  a  road 
from  Lake  St.  Croix  to  Lake  Superior. 

BNROLLBD  BILLS  SIGNBD. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  had  signed  (he  following'  enrolled 
bills ;  and  they  were  thereupon  signed  by  the 
Vice  President : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  678)  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  completion  of  the  military  road  from 
Fort  Wilkins,  at  Copper  Harbor,  in  the  State 
of  Michigan,  to  Fort  Howard,  at  Green  Bay, 
in  the  State  of  Wisconsin ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1228)  for  the  reUef  of  B. 
Nelson  Gere  ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1862)  authorizing  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  to  make  certain  negotia- 
tions with  the  Ute  Indians  in  Colorado. 

BNFOROBMBNT  ACT. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  now  move  to  take  up 
Senate  bill  No.  488. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  IS,  No.  488)  sup- 
plementary to  an  act  entitled  *^An  act  to  amend 
an  act  approved  May  81, 1870,  entitled  ^An  act 
to  enforce  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  vote  in  the  several  States,  of  this 
Union,  and  for  other  purposes,' "  passed 
February  28,  1871.  It  provides  that  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  the  United  States  for  any  judicial 
district  in  which  at  any  time  the  circuit  judge, 
or  a  district  iudge  designated  by  the  circuit 
judge,  shall  hold  a  circuit  court  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement, 
shall  hereafter  be  deemed  the  circuit  court 
mentioned  in  the  second  and  thirteenth  sec- 
tions of  that  act,  and  shall  be  deemed  and 
taken  to  be,  for  all  the  purposes  of  that  act, 
the  circuit  court  for  the  circuit  mentioned  in 
those  sections^  and  all  its  acts  and  proceed- 
ings in  that  behalf  shall  be  operative  and  have 
full  force  and  effect  throughout  the  circuit. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  and  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  that  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  am  re- 
quested by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  [Mr. 
Stevisnson]  to  inform  the  Senate  that  he  is 
kept  from  the  Chamber  by  sickness. 

The  Question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resultea — yeas  27,  nays  18 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS  ~  Messrs.  Ames,  Boreman,  Caldwell,  Car- 
penter, Chandler,  Cole,  Conkliug.  Corbett,  Ed- 
munds, FentoD,  Ferry  of  Coonectioat.  Freling- 
huysen.  Hitohcock.  Howe.  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Kye. 
Osbom,  Pomeroy ,  Pratt,  Rice,  Sawyer,  Schars,  Scott, 
Sherman,  Stewart,  Sumner,  and  Trumball  —27. 

NATS---Me88rs.  Alcorn,  Bayard,  Blair,  Casserly. 
Cooper.  Davis  of  West  Virg inia,  Qoldthwaite.  Hill, 
Johnston,  Norwood,  Saulsbury,  Stockton,  and  Tbur- 
maii— 13. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Anthony.^rownlow.  Backing- 
ham,  Cameron,  Clayton,  Cra^n,  Davis  of  Kentucky. 
Ferry  of  Michigan,  Flanagan,  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of 
Maryland.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Harlan. 
Kellogg,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Logan.  Morrill  of  Maine. 
Morton.  Patterson,  Pool.  Ramsey,  Robertson.  Spen- 
cer, Sprague,  Stevenson,  Tipton,  Viokeri,  West.  Wil- 
son, Windom.  and  Wright— 33. 

So  the  bill  was  passed. 

PRB8IDKNTIAL  BLECTION.. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    I  move  that  the  Senate 

Sroceed  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill 
[o.  816. 


The  bill  (S.  No.  816)  to  amend  an  act  enti- 
tled '*An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  time  for 
holding  elections  for  electors  of  President  and 
Vice  President  for  all  the  States,*'  approved 
January  28,  1846,  was  considered  as  in  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported 
an  amendment,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  enact- 
ing clause  of  the  bill  and  to  insert  in  lieu 
thereof  the  following : 

That  if  by  the  now  existing  laws  of  any  State  the 
election  commencing  on  the  Taesday  next  after  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  1872,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President 
in  such  State  shall  be  reqaired  to  be  con  tinned  for 
more  than  one  day,  then  said  election  shall  be  eon- 
tinned  the  number  of  days  required  by  the  laws  of 
such  States. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  thira  time,  and  passed. 

The  title  was  amended  so  as  to  read:  '*A 
bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  estab- 
lish a  uniform  time  for  holdins  elections  for 
electors  of  President  and  Vice  President  in  all 
the  States  of  the  Union,'  approved  January 
28,  1846." 

RBSIG  NATION  OF  JUDO  18. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  now  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  485,  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Bataro]  being  in 
his  seat,  on  account  of  whose  absence  it  was 
laid  aside. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No. 
486)  to  authorize  the  President  to  accept  the 
resignation  of  judges  of  any  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
to  strike  out  in  lines  five  and  six  the  words 
**  satisfiictory  proof  shall  be  laid  before  him'* 
and  insert  **  he  shall  be  satisfied.'' 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  when  this 
bill  was  before  the  Senate  some  weeks  since  I 
felt  constrained  to  oppose  it  for  reasons  that 
upon  reflection  continue  satisfactory  to  my 
mind.  In  1869  Cong^ss  very  wisely  passed 
an  act  authorizing  any  judge  of  any  court  of 
the  United  States  who  had  held  his  commission 
at  least  ten  years  and  had  attained  the  age  of 
seventy  years  to  resign  his  office  and  receive 
thereafter,  for  the  remainder  of  his  life,  the 
full  pav.  It  was  a  wise,  discreet,  wholesome 
act  of  legislation.  I  believe  it.was  one  which 
met  the  approval  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  who  understood  the  value  of  such  long 
continued  service  of  such  high  grade,  and  so 
well  performed  as  those  services  had  been  in 
several  eminent  cases  in  our  judicial  history. 

But  this  bill  proposes  to  go  much  further. 
It  imposes  neither  a  limitation  of  age  nor  any 
term  of  service  whatever.  Under  this  bill  a 
judge  who  may  have  been  but  one  year  in 
office  or  six  months,  whose  life  prior  to  his 
appointment  may  have  been  given  entirely  to 
his  private  ends,  who  has  rendered  no  public 
service  whatever,  may,  by  one  of  those  calami- 
ties to  which  all  men  are  subject,  be  suddenly 
prevented  from  further  usefulness,  and  yet  he 
IS  to  receive  a  pension  uppn  a  scale  given  by 
no  other  Government  of  which  I  have  any 
knowledge.  So  far  as  my  reading  has  in* 
formed  me,  I  know  of  no  precedent  tor  this  in 
the  English  courts ;  indeed,  I  am  quite  sure 
that  there  is  none  \  and  I  submit  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  Senate  that  it  is  pressing  a  whole- 
some and  reasonable  rule  or  retiring  judges, 
aAer  long  and  faithful  service,  to  an  extreme, 
unreasonable,  and  dangerous  result.  . 

I  do  not  believe  the  people  of  this  country 
will  with  any  degree  of  satisfaction  contem- 
plate this  creation  of  a  pension-list  upon  such 
a  scale  and  of  such  dimensions  as  I  think  this 
bill  will  necessarily  give  rise  to.  I  shall  move 
to  aniend  this  bill  by  insisting  that  the  judge 
who  is  to  receive  his  full  pay  for  the  rest  of 
his  life,  after  his  incapacitv  to  perform  further 
datiet  as  sooh,  shall  have  held  his  commission 


at  least  ten  years.  That  is  an  adTsacccrtt 
upon  the  present  act  which  was  thought  t^-v 
generous,  and  which  I  think  was  Dot  cir 
generous  but  wise  and  iust,  when  the  ate  ' 
seventy  was  fixed  as  the  period  at  which  \ 
judge  might  retire.  Surely  it  is  enoo^b  / 
the  judicial  servants  of  this  Goveromest  rrr 
manv  years  of  service  are  to  be  selected  oa: 
of  all  the  classes  of  public  senantfi  aod  ^.r> 
vided  for  in  the  exceedingl/  liberal  nuLn : 
which  this  bill  proposes,  and  which  the  ac:  df 
1869  proposed. 

I  do  not  wish  to  speak  in  terms  of  dbn- 
spect  or  distrust  of  those  who  now  faaT(>  \ki 
administration  of  this  Government  io  tlti' 
hands.  On  the  contrary,  where  I  cio,  it  ¥.11 
always  give  me  pleasure  to  admit  the  ja»;i{« 
and  propriety  of  their  action ;  bat  ve  do  act 
make  laws  to  restrain  simplj  good  meo.  w, 
they  are  made  for  those  morereckleu;  asd 
who  shall  say  that  under  a  general  lav  of  tbij 
kind  ^on  will  not  have  hereafter  the  Fedml 
judicial  positions  of  the  country  made  mm 
stepping-stones  to  smooth  places  of  aioeciit 
and  petty  pensions?  This  bill  will  make  i 
perfectly  practicable  for  the  judicial  offices  of 
the  Unitea  States  Qovemment  to  become  ik 
the  stewardship  of  the  Cbiltem  fiaodRds  k 
in  the  British  Parliament  There, nnderlketf 
constitutional  frame  of  government,  a  meiLi>5 
of  Parliament  cannot  resign  his  office  dariig 
the  session  of  Parliament.  He  may,  hor 
ever,  accept  the  stewardship  of  the  Chiitm 
Hundreds,  and  then  the  two  offices  b^is; 
inconsistent,  ipso  facto,  he  is  no  loogtr  a 
member  of  Parliament  That  strikes  oe  u 
being  a  use  to  which  this  bill  woald  m 
bring  our  Federal  judiciaiy.  A  mao  aifii: 
be  appointed  under  a  condition  of  high  pait; 
feeling,  under  a  condition  of  gross  faroriti»B. 
under  a  condition  of  corrupt  arraofeneci 
he  might  be  appointed  a  judge  to  serre  a  lis 
ited  time,  and  then,  heigh,  presto  1  be  becocD^ 
incapable,  or  incapable  enough  to  be  so  reeof; 
nizea  by  the  Executive,  and  he  woald  itA 
himself  a  pensioner  without  any  restrictics 
as  to  embarking  in  private  business,  bat  sio- 
ply  that  he  may  not  hold  office  uoder  (1» 
Government  of  the  United  States  vhile  he  ii 
receiving  a  heavy  salary,  performing  oodotf 
whatever  in  the  office. 

Mr.  President,  I  am  satisfied  that  the peopie 
of  this  country  are  ready  to  appreciate  »« 
necessity  of  liberal  salaries  to  those  who  hoti 
high  offices  in  the  judiciary.  I  beliere  tkej 
see  the  unwisdom,  the  fiUse  economy  of  lina- 
ing  the  pay  for  such  services  as  oar  jodga 
should  perform  even  to  their  present  1ib:«: 
but  I  believe  that  if  you  pass  laws  of  thu  kind 
that  shall  create  a  class  of  sinecures,  that  ekiJi 
create  a  royal  list  of  pensioners  withoatt« 
precedent-condition  of  public  serviceT  it  »* 
awaken  that  popular  discooteot  ^^^^*r 
affect  the  feelings  of  the  people  toww  tw 
whole  judicial  system.  ,  u  r 

I  move,  on  line  five,  after  the  words    i^ 
ted  States,*'   to  insert  the  words  "who  Utf 
held  his  commission  at  lestft  teo  years; 
that  it  will  read  : 

The  President  is  hereby  authorised  and  eWJJJ 
ered  to  accept  the  resigaation  of  any  JW  «  "J. 
court  of  the  United  SUtes  who  h«  h«W  htfwn 
mission  at  least  ten  years,  whenem  »ff^i 
proof  shall  be  laid  before  him  that  saoh  Jf^.^2 
physical  or-other  infirmity,  PwmjanenUy  a»w^^ 
from  performing  efficiently  the  duuea  of  hu «»» 
office. 

I  trust  the  amendment  will  be  adopted. 

Mr.  TflURMAN.  If  I  viewed  this  biM 
the  same  light  with  my  friend  from  Uelawj 
I  should  oppose  it,  but  1  do  not  see  it  "» »»^ 
same  light  tnat  he  does.  ,,^  .  ■  ,l. 

What  is  the  object  of  this  bill?  Whstjs"^ 
reason  of  it?  Not  to  benefit  any  msoww 
a  judge,  but  to  Uke  care  that  the  publ«^ 
vice  shall  suffer  no  detriment,  and  to  pn>'^' 
a  means  by  which  we  can  get  nd  ot  t>)K 
who  is  incapable  of  performing  fe«<'»"TJ, 
the  only  means  that  has  occurred  to  wj^ 
yet  by  which  you  can.    You  cwinot  lop*^ 
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lim  because  Ood  has  stricken  him  down  with 
lickness ;  you  cannot  turn  him  oat  beeaase 
lis  bealtli  has  failed  and  he  is  unable  to  per- 
orm  the  daties ;  you  cannot  remove  him  by 
»ny  act  of  Congress  ;  you  cannot  legislate  him 
»at  of  office,  unless  he  is. the  judge  of  an 
nferior  court  which  you  can  abolish  ;  and  in 
»rder  to  do  that  you  would  have  to  legislate 
tverybody  else  out  who  was  a  judge  of  that 
ourt.  So.  then,  the  only  way  you  can  get  an 
fficient  officer  in  his  place  is  to  induce  him  to 
esigu. 

It  may  be  said  that  he  ou^ht  to  resign  the 
ooment  that  he  finds  he  is  incapable  of  per* 
orming  the  duty  ;  undin  a  strictly  moral  sense 
le  ought  to  do  it ;  and  yet  we  know  that  men 
rill  not  always  reason  that  way.  A  man  who 
las  spent  half  bis  life  or  more  in  the  perform- 
.nce  of  an  onerous  service,  a  service  by  which 
te  accumulates  no  riches,  by  which  he  barely 
up  ports  liis  family,  which  leaves  him  at  the 
nd  of  his  service  perhaps  poorer  than  when 
ke  began,  does  not  feel  very  much  like  resign- 
ng  his  position  and  becoming  a  beegar  when 
lis  very  ill  health  may  have  resulted  from -the 
»ublic  service  he  has  performed. 

Mr.  fiAYARD.  Will  my  friend  allow  me 
o  interrupt  him  ?  He  has  stated  just  such  a 
sase  as  my  amendment  provides  for.  He  is 
>remiBing  that  there  has  been  long  and  faithful 
.ervice.  i  admit  it  is  illy  paid,  too  illy  paid 
LOW  ;  but  I  think  there  should  be  some  service 
)receding  the  pension. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  been  of  that  opin- 
on,  too,  and  was  myself  the  mover  of  the  ten- 
rear  provision  in  the  existing  law.  I  should 
)Ot  object  to  the  service  provided  for  in  this 
amendment,  though  with  the  experience  we 
lave  had  of  the  judge  in  Texas  I  think  a  ten- 
rear  provision  is  too  long.  But  this  is  the 
lifference  between  the  two  cases ;  we  have 
provided  that  when  a  roan  arrived  at  the  age 
)f  seventy  he  might  resign,  and  that  his  salary 
night  goon  if  he  had  already  served  ten  years, 
tnd  we  did  that  without  the  slightest  regard 
o  whether  he  was  a  competent  or  an  incom- 
>etent  man.  He  might  ne  the  most  compe- 
eut  man  on  the  bench.  We  did  not  tell  him 
^You  must  be  incompetent  before  you  resign  ;** 
ve  suid  nothing  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  BA Yard.     We  presumed  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  No<  we  did  not  presume 
n competency,  either,  let  me  say  to  my  friend, 
^nly  ten  years,  or  something  like  that.  Of  the 
burteen  judges  of  England,  there  was  but  one 
inder  sixty,  and  all  the  rest  of  them  were 
>ver  seventy,  and  two  of  them  were  over 
eighty.  I  recollect  when  more  than  half  of  the 
supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  were  over 
leveuty  years  of  age.  There  are  some  of 
hem  who  are  over  seventy  now.  We  did  not 
Dteud  to  say  that  when  a  man  has  become 
leventy  years  old  he  is  incompetent  to  be  a 
judge.  Far  from  that.  We  only  said  that 
vbeu  he  has  become  seventy  we  will  allow 
tim  to  judge  for  himself  whether  the  pub- 
ic interest  requires  that  he  should  remain 
ipon  the  bench;  and  if  he  thinks  that  he  has 
lerformed  service  enough,  if  he  thinks  that 
lis  own  health  or  peace  or  the  public  service 
equires  that  he  should  resign  that  position, 
re  will  allow  him  to  resign  it,  and  we  will 
.How  him  to  have  the  salary  which  he  has 
arned  by  ten  years'  service  upon  the  bench. 

But  this  bill  does  not  go  upon  any  such 
round  as  that.  This  bill  goes  upon  the  eronnd 
bat  the  judge  is  incompetent  to  render  the 
ervice,  not  that  he  has  become  seventy  years 
f  age,  but  that  he  is  incompetent  to  render 
be  service.  That  is  the  necessity  for  getting 
id  of  him ;  and  it  does  not  matter  whether  he 
as  served  ten  years  or  ten  days,  if  he  is  there 
ppoioted  for  life,  if  he  is  there  appointed  for 
ood  behavior,  and  has  become,  m  the  Ian- 
uage  of  this  bill,  permanently  disabled.  What 
ifference  does  it  make,  so  far  as  the  public  is 
oocerued,  whether  he  has  served  ten  years  or 
rhether  he  has  served  ten  days  7  So  far  as 
ny  merit  on  the  part  of  the  judge  is  concerned, 
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I  a^ee  that  he  ought  not  to  have  the  pension 
until  he  has  served  at  least  ten  years;  and  if 
he  was  alone  interested,  I  should  go  for  that, 
or  even  for  a  longer  period  of  time.  But  he 
is  not  considered  at  all.  The  only  thing  is 
to  get  rid  of  him.  That  is  all  that  this  oill 
provides,  because  he  is  there  a  fixture  in  that 
place,  and  you  cannot  get  rid  of  him  without 
abolishing  the  court,  for  you  cannot  by  an 
act  of  Congress  turn  a  judge  out,  and  yon  can- 
not get  rid  of  him  b^  impeachment,  and  there- 
fore you  must  provide  some  other  way  to  get 
rid  of  him.  What  other  way  has  been  sug- 
gested ?  But  one  single  one,  and  that  is  to 
?|ive  him  a  coadjutor,  to  appoint  another  judge 
or  the  same  district  or  circuit,  to  make  there 
two  judges.  But  then  yon  allow  a  man  not  to 
perform  the  duty  and  get  the  salary — ^just  pre- 
cisely what  would  be  the  effect  here.  That  is 
all  there  is,  and  that  is  the  only  relief  which 
has  been  suggested  that  I  know  of. 

It  does  seem  to  me  under  these  circum- 
stances that  there  is  a  public  necessity  for 
some  measure  of  this  kind ;  but  that  is  for  the 
Senate  to  judge.  The  question  is  simply  this : 
shall  we  pass  this  bill  now  or  shall  we  wait 
and  legislate  for  each  case  as  it  may  arise  ? 
That  is  the  only  question,  and  that  is  a  ques- 
tion, I  admit,  on  "which  there  may  very  well  be 
a  difference  of  opinion.  If  this  bill  is  liable 
to  the  abuses  my  friend  thinks  it  is,  it  ought 
not  to  pass  ;  and  then  we  ought  to  wait  and 
legislate  upon  each  particular  case  as  it  comes ; 
but  that  is  a  very  delicate  job. 

I  think  it  is  presuming  rather  too  much  to 
say  that  the  men  who  are  appointed  to  judi- 
cial positions  under  the  Federal  Government 
will  oe  so  base  as  to  represent  themselves  as 
permanently  disabled  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
performing  their  duties,  and  that  the  Presi- 
dent will  be  so  short-sighted  or  so  base  as  to 
accept  a  resignation  which  is  an  imposition. 
I  have  this  to  say :  that  if  there  is  anv  man  on 
the  bench  who  would  do  that,  I  would  pay  him 
to  get  rid  of  him. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.  I  would  like  to 
ask  the  Senator  from  Ohio  a  question.  If  we 
pass  this  law,  in  case  it  does  not  work  well, 
shall  we  be  at  liberty  to  repeal  it,  or  would  it 
come  within  the  prohibition  of  the  Consti- 
tution against  diminishing  the  salary  of  any 
judge?  This  is  a  per(|uisite,  it  is  an  addi- 
tional emolument,  privilege,  that  the  judge 
has ;  and  yet  I  do  not  mean  to  express  any 
opinion  on  the  point;  I  merely  throw  it  out. 

Mr.  THURMANf.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  argue  the  constitutional  question,  be- 
cause I  do  not  conceive  there  ever  would  be  a 
Congress  mean  enough  to  repeal  this  law  after 
a  judge  h^d  acted  upon  it  and  resigned.  I  do 
not  suppose  there  ever  would  be  a  Congress 
that  would  repudiate  the  law  by  refusing  the 
payment  of  the  salary.  Therefore,  I  will  not 
go  into  the  constitutional  question  whether  we 
could  do  so  or  not.  ^ 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.  That  is  not 
exactly  the  question.  Tha  question  is  whether 
we  could  repeal  this  law  because  it  would  be 
a  right  whicn  the  existing  judges  would  have 
in  case  they  should  fall  under  the  disability. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  sa:^  1  do  not  think  we 
need  consider  that  constitutional  question. 
Congress  can  keep  them  from  getting  their 
money,  because  Congress  need  not  make  any 
appropriation. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Is  it  not  entirely  com- 
petent at  any  time  to  increase  the  duties  of 
a  judge  or  to  diminish  them  by  act  of  Con- 
gress? Can  we  not  put  additionid  duties  at 
any  time  on  a  judge? 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Can  we  not  take  away 
from  him  a  portion  of  his  duties? 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Is  there  any  doubt  of  it? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  That  is  not  the 
point,  if  the  Senator  from  Illinois  will  permit 
me,  to  which  I  alluded.  We  certainly  can  in- 
crease or  diminish  their  duties ;  We  have  seen 


this  mornine  that  we  can  take  away  powers 
granted  to  them ;  but  the  question  is  whether 
yob  can  diminish  their  salary,  diminish  the 
perquisites  of  their  office.  If  it  is  a  ^ood  law 
we  should  not  want  to  repeal  it ;  but  if  it  does 
come  under  that  constitutional  provision,  it  is 
very  well  for  us  to  consider  carefully  before 
we  pass  it,  because  there  will  always  be  exist- 
ing some  judge  who  will  have  this  law  as  a 
rignt,  and  the  period  would  never  come  when 
you  could  repeal  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Does  the  Senator  mean 
to  say  that  this  bill  proposes  to  take  away  any 
part  of  the  salary  that  the  Constitution  secutes 
to  a  judge  ? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Not  at  all.  This 
is  my  position ;  I  think  the  Senator  can  under- 
stand me :  if  we  pass  this  bill,  then  it  is  in 
addition  to  the  judges'  salary ;  it  is  a  right,  a 
perquisite ;  having  passed  it,  can  we  then  repeal 
this  law  without  diminishing  those  rights  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  think  I  can  answer  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey.  It  is  nothing  in 
the  world,  after  the  man  has  ceased  to  be  a 
judge,  but  a  civil  pension,  and  if  we  have  no 
constitutional  power  to  grant  civil  pensions, 
then  we  have  no  constitutional  power  to  pass 
this  bill. 

Mr.  CONKLING,  If  my  honorable  friend 
will  pardon  me,  that  is  not  the  question  which 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  has  asked.  When 
a  inan  ceases  to  be  a  judge,  this  may  become 
a  civil  pension.  The  Senator  from  New  Jer- 
sey presents  this  case:  we  now  add  contin- 
gently to  the  perquisites  or  salaries  of  judges ; 
the  question  is  whether  as  to  those  judges  still 
all  the  time  judges  you  do  not  work  a  diminu- 
tion of  their  salaries  by  the  future  repeal  of 
this  act.  I  am  expressing  no  opinion  about 
this  point,  but  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  that  he  does  not  take  the  question  as  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  puts  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  suggest  that  there  is 
no  such  question  involved  in  the  bill.  This  is 
a  bill  providing  that  a  man  may  resign,  that 
the  President  may -accept  his  resignation  for  a 
specified  cause,  and  when  that  is  done  he 
ceases  to  be  a  judge 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Certainly  so ;  bnt- 


Mr.  THURMAN.  Allow  me  to  finish  the 
sentence. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Pardon  me  one  moment 
just  there.  As  to  those  who  have  not  availed 
themselves  of  the  right,  as  to  whom  this  is  a 
future  right,  when  the  time  comes,  and  all  the 
time  a  present  contingency  entering  into  the 
value  of  their  official  compensation,  as  to  that 
class  canyon  repeal  it? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  To  be  sure  yon  can  re- 
peal it.  You  can  repeal  it  to-morrow ;  but 
whether  if  anybody  in  the  mean  time  had 
availed  himself  of  it  and  resigns,  the  repeal 
would  deprive  him  of  his  pension  is  another 
question.  I  suppose  you  could  absolutely  re- 
peal this  act  and  deprive  him  of  it ;  if  you  were 
willing  to  repudiate  your  obligation  you  might 
refuse  to  make  any  appropriation ;  but  as  to 
the  power  of  repealing  it  without  diminishing 
the  salary  of  any  incumbent,  of  any  man  who 
had  not  taken  the  benefit  of  the  act,  there  can- 
not be  any  question  at  all,  in  my  humble  judg- 
ment.     , 

I  wish  to  call  the  attention  of  my  friend  from 
Delaware  to  one  point.  He  apprehends  that 
this  bill  may  lead  to  abuses,  that  judges  may 
avail  themselves  of  it  improperly  in  order  to 
become  mere  pensioners ;  in  other  words,  that 
men  may  be  appointed  for  the  express  purpose 
that  they  may  resign  and  that  they  may  be- 
come pensioners  on  the  Government  in  that 
way.  I  hardly  think  that  is  likely  to  be  the 
case  ;  but  if  it  is,  we  can  repeal  the  law  very 
quick  whenever  such  an  example  should  come 
before  us.  It  cannot,  therefore,  go  very  far. 
But  the  Senator  will  please  to  observe  and 
the  Senate  will  please  to  observe  that  we  have 
sought  to  guard  against  that  by  providing  that 
if  the  man  who  resigns  shall  afterward  accept 
any  lucrative  office,  whether  under  the  Fed- 
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eriJ  Government  or  ft  State  goveroment,  that 
moment  his  pension  shall  cease. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  do  not  tliink  men  make 
a  great  deal  of  money  honestly  oat  of  holding 
office  in  this  country. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  this  bill  is  pat  on  the 
l^round  that  we  are  adding  emoluments  to  the 
judges  of  the  United  States  contingently,  so 
that  every  man  who  is  a  judge  and  performs 
faithfully  his  duty  and  sets  disqualified  be- 
comes because  he  is  a  judse  entitled  to  go  on 
the  retired  list,  as  you  woiud  say  in  the  Army, 
and  then  have  his  salary  continued,  it  is  per- 
fectly plain  that  the  question  which  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  New  Jersey  has  asked 
must  be  answered  in  the  negative,  and  that 
you  cannot  repeal  your  laws  because  the  Con- 
stitution forbids  that  you  shall  diminish  the 
emoluments,  the  profits  of  a  judge  in  his  char- 
acter as  a  judge  at  all.  If,  on  the  contrary,  it 
is  merely  providing  a  civil  pension  to  people 
employed  m  a  certain  branch  of  the  civil  ser- 
vice who  have  gone  out  of  office,  it  raises  a 
question  which  I  think  ought  to  be  answered 
adverse  to  this  bill,  because  if  the  time  has 
come  for  this  country  to  enter  upon  civil  pen- 
sions of  worthy  public  servants,  you  cannot 
distinguish  between  judicial  and  executive  ser- 
vice. A  man  who  voluntarily  accepts  a  judge- 
ship, and  has  the  honor,  the  profit,  the  emoTu- 
meut,  the  consideration  that  belong  to  that 
station,  has  no  more  right  to  have  a  civil  pen- 
sion because  he  gets  disabled,  either  after  a 
short  or  a  long  term  of  service,  than  any  other 
man  in  any  other  department  of  the  civil  ser- 
vice who  haa  performed  faithful  and  continu- 
ous and  valuable  service.  There  is  nothing 
peculiar  in  the  judiciary  which  entitles  that 
particular  body  of  men  to  any  greater  consid- 
eration when  they  go  out  of  office  than  applies 
to  any  other  class  of  citizens  who  are  called  to 
public  employment. 

Here  you  are  to  take  the  step  of  saying  now 
that,  no  matter  how  short  the  term  of  service 
of  a  particular  civilian  in  the  judicial  func- 
tion may  have  been,  he  may  at  any  time  resign 
if  he  is  disabled  in  the  judgment  of  the  Presi- 
dent, and  take,  not  the  sort  of  pension  that  is 
given  to  people  in  the  military  service,  but  a 
pension  nearly  twenty  times  as  great.  You 
do  now  by  law  say  to  a  general  in  the  Army 
who  has  served  for  forty  years,  who  has  been 
engaged  in  that  forty  years  in  four  or  five  wars 
and  one  hundred  battles,  that  if  he  retires 
firom  the  service  of  the  United  States  becausj9 
he  is  disabled,  he  shall  not  have  the  pay  that 
he  had  before,  but  he  shall  have  thirty  dollars 
a  month,  $860  a  year;  and  in  revolutionary 
times  we  did  not  even  say  that ;  we  only  said 
that  the  man  who  had  been  disabled  in  the 
Revolution,  be  he  as  high  ao  officer  as  he 
could  be,  should  have  only  one  half  of  his 
pay,  not  the  whole  of  it. 

And  now,  Mr.  President,  as  we  are  on  the 
subject  of  the  pension-list,  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Senate  to  reflect  on  the  fact  that  they  turn,  as 
they  have  been  obliged  to  turn,  a  deaf  ear  to 
the  appeals  of  men  who  have  been  shot  all  to 
pieces,  who  have  suffered  more  than  one  am- 
putation, who  are  made  totally  blind  or  have 
lost  both  legs  or  both  arms,  where  the  most 
we  can  give  them  is  twenty- five  dollars  a 
month,  because  they  have  come  to  thts  misfor- 
tune and  sorrow  *  *  on  the  perilous  edge  of 
battle/'  if  I  may  ase  an  oft-quoted  phrase, 
and  say  that  you  cannot  do  anything  more  for 
them  to  support  them,  as  we  have  been  obliged 
to  say,  in  view  of  the  thirty-odd  millions 
we  now  pay  for  pensions.  In  that  state  of 
things  will  you  provide  that  a  man  in  the  civil 
service  who  has  never  been  exposed  to  anv 
peril  at  all,  who  may  be  supposed  to  have  vol* 
unteered  into  the  judgeship,  not  on  account  of 
a  sense  of  very  high  public  duty,  but  on  the 

ground  of  accepting  an  agreeable,  a  safe,  and 
onorable  employment,  shall  have  this  enorm- 
oos  pension?  Shall  we  say  to  those  who 
have  Deen  disabled  in  the  late  and  other  wars, 
**  We  can  do  nothing  more  for  yoa ;  you  mast 


live  on  twenty-five  or  thirty  dollars  a  month, 
as  the  case  may  be'' — I  am  now  taking  the 
highest  officers — and  yet  a  civilian  who  has 
chosen  to  engage  in  a  safe  and  honorable  em- 
ployment  and  gets  to  be  sick  in  a  year  or  two, 
or  ten  years,  whatever  the  time  may  be,  may 
throw  up  his  employment  and  have  not  only 
the  pension  which  the  military  man  has,  but  a 
pension  ten  times  as  great,  and  instead  of 
having  $860  a  year,  may  have  from  thirty-five 
handred  to  eight  thousand  dollars? 

Mr.  President,  that  is  not  juflt,  and  the 
sense  of  the  whole  country  will  cry  oat  against 
it  as  unjust  in  the  abstract.  The  people  who, 
according  to  the  theory  of  our  institutions,  are 
entitled  to  be  taken  care  of  when  they  are 
disabled,  are  those  who  have  been  exposed  to 
personal  peril  in  defense  of  the  country,  and 
they  are  the  people  to  whom  we  have  under- 
taken to  make  some  provision,  in  many  casest 
as  I  have  said,  altogether  meager  and  inade- 
quate, and  only  kept  meager  and  inadequate 
(as  we  put  it  ourselves  to  them  in  oar  reports 
agreed  to  by  the  Senate  and  the  House,)  upon 
the  ground  that  the  burdens  of  the  country 
are  so  great  that  we  cannot  afford  to  treat 
them  as  they  deserve  on  account  of  their  per- 
ils and  sacrifices  to  be  treated.  And  then 
after  that  to  turn  around,  putting  this  in  the 
pension  point  of  view — which  is  perhaps  prob- 
ably the  true  view — and  say  that  if  a  man  is 
lucky  enough  to  be  a  lawyer  instead  of  a  sol- 
dier, and  then  lucky  enough  to  be  made  a 
judge,  and  if  he  should  get  sick  you  are  to 
treat  him  a  hundred  times  better  than  you  do 
the  man  who  has  exposed  his  life  and  has 
been  brought  into  a  state  of  absolute  physical 
disability  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy  in  defend- 
ini{,  it  may  be,  the  very  court  that  the  judge 
was  presiding  over,  while  these  men  are  in  the 
state  of  misery  they  are  now  obliged  to  go  in, 
as  anybody  can  see  from  the  sum  we  pay  them, 
is  an  act  of  injustice  that  1  am  unwilling  to 
assent  to. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     With  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Does  the  Senator  pro- 
pose that  the  judses  of  the  courts  shall  be  paid 
the  same  wages  that  are  paid  to  soldiers,  live 
soldiers,  fighting  soldiers  ?  Does  he  propose 
that? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Suppose  I  did  or  did  not, 
what  has  that  to  do  with  the  case? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  think  it  has  a  good 
deal  to  do  when  you  consider  the  Senator's 
talk  about  compensation.  He  is  stirring  ap 
our  martial  blood. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Will  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator tell  jne  what  the  difference  is  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  is  exclaim- 
ing against  large  pensions  to  lawyers,  so  much 
more  than  we  give  to  soldiers.  I  want  to  know, 
if  that  is  a  good  argument,  why  it  is  not  a  good 
argament  for  making  the  waees  of  the  soldier 
equal  to  the  wages  of  the  judge? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS..  The  honorable  Senator 
is  always  opposed  to  any  war  that  we  have  ever 
heard  of ;  but  if  he  knew  as  much  about  war 
as  he  does  about  law,  he  would  know  that  the 
kind  of  soldiers  that  compare  with  the  judges 
have  been  paid  more  than  the  judges  have, 
and  thejr  have  earned  it.  The  pay  of  a  major 
general  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States  is 
greater  than  that  of  a  district  or  a  circuit  judge, 
and  it  ought  to  be,  for  he  performs  more  ser- 
vice, at  greater  peril,  and  the  statutes  have 
made  it  so. 

Now,  what  is  the  resalt  of  the  theory  of  my 
honorable  friend,  though  of  coarse  it  is  a  sub- 
ject he  does  not  understand  as  applied  to  the 
war  part  of  it?  The  theory  he  advances  is  a 
vicious  and  unsound  one;  but  take  the  theory 
for  granted  for  a  moment,  what  then?  The 
disabled  generals — and  there  are  a  good  many 
of  them  who  were  not  mere  feather  generals, 
so  to  speak,  but  were  men  that  led  the  front 
of  battle  and  deserved  the  gratitude  of  Uieir 
coantcy,  if  there  is  any  graatode  left  in  the 


country — received  more  pay  than  a  dijtr.' 
judge  did ;  and  therefore  we  moat  m&ke «» 
pension  to  the  widow  of  such  a  man  or  to  sis 
self,  crippled  and  diseased  and  destrojedl- 
this  life  in  that  periloaa  service,  as  gresi  t 
you  propose.  B^t  every  Senator  aaja  00.1* 
cannot  do  it,  becaoae  we  have  oot  mift 
enough.  And  yet,  telling  these  soldien  ik 
you  have  not  money  enough,  yoa  tarn  uo^ 
to  the  favored  class  an^  say,  "  If  jon  b?> 
chosen  the  pleasant  paths  of  peace,  b&f«& 
on  the  woolsack  for  a  few  days  or  a  few  jtvi 
and  find  yourself  troubled  to  perform  jm 
duties,  you  may  retire  in  honor  aod  take  jocr 
full  pay.''  Mr.  President,  it  is  notrigbuta^ 
no  amount  of  argamenU  I  think,  caa  ooorim 
the  intelligent  people  of  this  coantxy  tb;  1:  a 
right. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  fnm  \e 
mont  reminds  me  that  I  have  no  miiiun 
laurels.     That  is  very  true 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     No,  I'did  not  say  ik. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  believe  the  Senator  a 
in  the  same  category.  I  think  neither  of  !^ 
hsts  ever  been  scalped.  He  says  thatllin 
been  a  peace  man.  Well,  I  was  so  in  u* 
language  of  a  Senator  who  aits  behind  kia. 
that ''  peace  has  her  victories  as  well  vm,' 
and  I  am  not  particularly  anxious  to  gsro  atr 
other  victories  than  in  peace.  I  was od»  fori 
war,  a  war  that  I  do  not  know  whetber  bt 
friend  was  for  or  against,  but  his  party  nn 
against  it  and  said  our  troops  oogfat  to  \f 
welcomed  with  bloody  hands  to  hospits^ 
graves. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  is  uMtft: 
our  party  never  said  that. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     It  did  not? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  One  man  saidtltttik 
was  an  Ohioian. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  not  at  all  to  be 
drawn  into  a  question  about  tbeoilitairpror 
ess  of  either  the  Senator  from  Yermoot  c 
myself.  I  do  not  think  either  of  as  cocM 
reap  any  military  laurels.    Bat  let  that  psa 

He  says  we  ought  not  to  grant  this  psasios 
in  this  case  becaase  the  man  may  not  b»fe 
deserved  it,  or  he  may  not  have  deserted  >:» 
much  as  some  other  man  who  gets  a  leu  p^ 
sion.  If  a  pension  was  simply  to  be  frasw 
on  the  ground  of  personal  merit,  if  thai  •« 
the  sole  ground  on  which  yoa  were  aothonxn. 
to  grant  a  pension  at  all,  this  bill  oof bt  to  m 
rejected  instantly,  because  it  does  allot  tki 


who  may  not  have  held  oflSce  «f  "<^*^ 
who  has  become  permanently  disabled  :isj 
certainly  no  personal  merit  of  that  man  id  ux 


President  to  accept  the  resignatioa  of  a  m 

«Ua  «...  MA*  k«...A  UmAA    aABaa  air  nootll^  1^ 

I 

io 
service  of  the  Government  can  btve  ^M 
him  to  the  pension  which  this  bill  mil  p^^ 
him.    So  that  if  personal  merit  is  the  « J 
test  by  which  we  are  to  determine  »*^*'  * 
man  is  to  have  a  pension  or  not,  «*  "'^). 
well  abandon  the  bill;  but  I  do  notthinkiui 
Here  is  a  case  thatis  peculiar;  it«»*f*f" 
Here  are  a  class  of  officers,  and  the  oslj  cj* 
to  which  this  bill  applies,  who  are  appoint*^ » 
hold  their  offices  daring  good  behanor,  »"kii 
we  know  is  equivalent  to  a  tenure  fornw- 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.    So  is  an  Anajofi^r 
Mr.  THURMAN.   Oh,  no;  we  caasr 
the  whole  Army  if  we  see  fit*         ,  ,..  a^ 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.    And  we  csn  •boltft"' 

whole  coupU.  ^  ,. .   .j  tkj 

Mr.  THURMAN.     We  can  aboUJ  »"^ 

courts  except  the  Supreme  Court,  bec»?.    . 

is  provided  for  by  the  Constitation,  «^««^^ 

you  might  reorganize  it  pe^*»?•.f^*W* 
tent;  but  it  is  a  moral  impoMibili^  ok^ 
the  coontry  cannot  do  without  coun* 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.     And  (jwnot  do  fw 

an  Army.  ..-ui*  dfl 

Mr.  THURMAN.  They  mr  li^^ 
with  very  few  men.  I  bate  •^°i.,-»koB 
when  we  did  not  have  abofe  fo«f  »7"  ^ 
sand  men  in  the  Army,  wd  «^  *^^    ' 

^*Mi.  EDMUNDS.  Thatii»rH^"*"^"** 
1  than  there  are  jadgei. 
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Mr.  THURMAN.  It  is  a  moral  imposfli- 
tility  to  dispense  with  the  courts.  The  qoes- 
ion  is,  then,  what  will  you  do?  Here  is  a  man 
rho  has  become  permanently  disabled — if  he 
tas  not  the  bill  does  not  apply  to  him — to 
perform  the  dnties  of  his  office;  he  may  have 
become  insane ;  you  cannot  get  rid  of  him. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  He  cannot  resign  if  he 
s  insane. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Yes,  he  can  resign  if  he 
9  insane.  I  take  issoe  with  the  Senator  upon 
hat  point.  I  can  tell  the  Senator  that  an  in- 
ane man  may  make  a  deed  and  it  is  not  void, 
>at  only  voidable.  If  an  insane  man  sends 
lis  resignation  to  the  President,  and  the  Pres- 
cient accepts  it,  it  cannot  be  avoided  by  any 
irocess  known  to  the  law. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  I  understand  the 
(enator  from  Ohio  to  say  that  the  deed  of  an 
nsane  person  is  good  when  he  gets  his  wits 
tgain? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  say  the  deed  of  an  in- 
ane man  is  not  void,  but  onlv  voidable ;  and 
here  never  was  a  case  decided  to  the  con- 
rary.  I  defy  the  Senator  to  produce  one. 
^fter  his  resignation  has  been  accepted  I 
hink  there  is  an  end  of  him  so  far  as  he  is 
;oncerned.  Practically,  we  know  that  it  is 
he  end  of  a  man  officially  when  he  sends  in 
lis  resignation,  sane  or  insane,  and  it  is  ac- 
cepted and  another  man  is  appointed  in  his 
>lace;  and  there  is  but  one  statute  on  the 
lubject,  and  that  provides  for  but  one  judge 
>f  that  character.  We  know  that  that  man 
s  not  at  an  end,  so  far  aa  he  is  concerned 
>fficially. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  speaks  about 
he  generals  in  the  Army,  and  says  that  they 
^et  as  much  salary  as  the  judges  do.  Hence 
ny  question  to  him,  whether  or  not  you  should 
>ut  the  wages  of  judges  the  same  as  the  wages 
>f  a  soldier  was  a  pertinent  question.  I  take 
t  there  are  very  many  men  who  fought  in  the 
^rmy,  performed  meritorious  service,  and  ran 
*ar  more  risk  than  any  of  your  great  generals 
iid  in  the  way  of  personal  danger,  who  never 
rat  anything  like  the  salary  of  a  judge  in  your 
iistrict  courts — captains,  majors,  lieutenant 
solonels,  colonels,  whose  wages  were  all  below 
hose  of  your  judges.  How  is  it  with  your 
^reat  generals?  They  are  not  the  men  who 
■an  the  greatest  risk.  How  many  of  the  great 
renerals  were  killed?    Not  many. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS!  As  many  in  proportion 
o  their  numbers  as  of  soldiers. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Not  many.  Sir,  the 
ruth  about  military  affairs  is  that  it  is  the 
common  soldier  who  runs  the  risk ;  it  is  the 
»mmon  soldier  who  incurs  the  peril;  and  it 
B  the  general  who  carries  off  the  glory ;  not 
>ecause  he  is  one  particle  more  meritorious 
han  the  common  soldier,  but  because  by  the 
common  consent  of  mankind  he  stands  as  the 
epresentative  of  the  army,  and  because  also 
>f  that  admiration  amounting  to  hero-worship 
hat  the  people  of  the  world  have  always  had 
or  military  genius. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  want  to  ask  the  Sen- 
.tor  from  Ohio  if  he  is  ignorant  of  the  fact 
hat  the  pension-rolls  of  the  United  States  and 
tar  common  observation  show  us  that  there 
re  hundreds  of  generals — when  I  say  hun- 
[reds,  I  speak  in  round  terms ;  perhaps  there 
re  only  seventy-five,  but  a  large  number  of 
enerals — who  now  present  before  the  face  of 
11  men  the  indisputable  fitct  that  they  have 
een  in  the  front  of  battle  and  exposed  to  just 
8  great  peril  and  greater  perils  than  the  com- 
mon soldier,  for  the  reason  that  they  have  led 
ixD  in  uniform  and  in  front  of  the  line  against 
!ie  foe? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  answer  that  ques- 
on.  I  was  not  saying  that  there  were  not 
enerals -who  were  wounded,  that  there  were 
ot  generals  who  were  in  peril,  but  I  think 
;  win  trouble  mv  friend  to  show  me  a  general 
'ho  commanded  an  army  on  our  side  in  the 
Lie  civil  war— commanded  an  army,  mark 
(—whose  skin  was  scratched. 
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Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  guess  I  can  show  you 
one. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  recollect  one 
at  this  moment.  If  there  was,  it  was  not  the 
present  President  of  the  United  States ;  it  was 
not  the  present  Qeneral  of  the  Army ;  it  was  not 
the  present  Lieutenant  General  of  the  Army. 
Napoleon  fought  in  a  hundred  battles  and  was 
wounded  but  once. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  perfectly  true; 
and  vet  of  those  one  hundred  battles  he  was  in 
the  front  in  ninety  of  them.  That  is  no  argu- 
ment to  show  that  the  man  is  not  exposed  to 
peril. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  My  friend  will  let  me 
get  through.  Even  Csssar  when  fighting  in 
the  old  manner,  the  Roman  manner,  when 
they  fought  hand  to  hand,  never  was  wounded 
in  battle.  He  came  veiy  near  it  once,  but 
escaped. 

I  say  again  that  in  respect  to  this  matter  of 
military  glory,  the  real  man  who  makes  the 
sacrifice,  the  real  man  who  incurs  the  danger, 
and  the  man  who  has  no  great  glory  around 
his  brow  to  console  him  for  his  lost  limb  in 
all  his  life,  is  the  humble  private  soldier,  but 
the  commander  of  the  army  carries  off  all  the 
glory,  because  it  is  the  commander  who  is 
looked  upon  as  the  representative,  the  imper- 
sonation, so  to  speak,  of  the  army. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  May  I  ask  my  friend  a 
question  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Not  now.  I  would  rather 
get  through. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  has  made 
one  statement  of  fact  and  called  for  an  answer, 
which  I  wish  to  give.  I  am  inquired  of  to  name 
one  general  who  commanded  an  army  that  was 
wounded  in  battle.  I  will  name  one  who  lost 
a  limb — General  Howard. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  never  heard  in  my  life 
that  General  Howard  commanded  an  army. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  There  was  General  Sedg- 
wick, who  was  killed. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  never  heard  that  he  com- 
manded an  army.     He  commanded  a  corps. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Senator  had  better 
read  up  on  armies. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  General  Lyon,  I  am  re- 
minded, was  killed  in  battle.  He  commanded 
an  army.    I  am  corrected  there. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     General  Reynolds  was 


He  was  not  the  com- 


killed  in  battle. 

Mr.  THURMAN. 
mander  of  an  army. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  General  Sedgwick  com- 
manded a  corps  of  the  Army  when  he  was 
killed. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  said  he  did ;  but  he  was 
not  the  commander  of  an  army ;  McGlelUm 
was  the  commander  of  the  Army.  But  now  I 
want  to  put  it  to  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
and  to  the  Senate :  suppose  the  law  in  regard 
to  the  generals  of  the  Armv  was  exactly  what 
it  is  in  regard  to  the  judges  of  the  courts,  that 
they  were  appointed  for  life,  that  you  had  no 
power  whatever  to  remove  them 

Mr.  ED  M  UNDS.  You  have  the  same  power 
to  remove  them  as  you  have  a  judge  for  mis- 
conduct; no  other. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  We  have  a  perfect  power 
to  remove  any  general.  We  can  abolish  the 
office  of  the  General  of  the  Army  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  And  we  can  abolish  the 
office  of  judge,  except  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  You  can  abolish  a  court. 
But  yon  can  by  act  turn  A  B  from  the  office  of 
General  of  the  Army  and  give  it  to  C  D. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  I  deny. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  insist  that  it  is  so. 
But  suppose  the  law  was  in  regard  to  the  gen- 
erals of  the  Army  as  it  is  in  regard  to  the 
Judges,  that  they  should  hold  their  office  dur- 
ing good  behavior,  so  that  you  could  not  get 
at  them,  and  the  General  of  your  Army  was  to 
become  permanently  disabled,  so  that  he  could 
not  perform  his  duties,  would  it  not  be  a  good 
thing  for  this  country  to  get  rid  of  him  ;  and 
if  it  was  necessary  to  pay  him  his  salary  in  1 


order  to  get  rid  of  him,  would  it  not  be  a 
good  thing  for  the  country  to  do  it?  Yoa 
would  have  to  do  it  or  you  would  have  to  over- 
slaugh him.  If,  therefore,  the  case  of  the 
generals  of  the  Army  and  of  the  judges  of  the 
courts  were  analogous,  I  should  say  that  we 
could  not  do  a  better  thing  than  to  provide, 
and  provide  as  speedily  as  possible,  that  if  the 
generals  became  permanently  disabled  so  that 
they  could  not  perform  their  duties  you  should 
let  them  resign  and  pay  them  their  salaries. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  first 
question  is  on  the  amendment  reported  by  the 
committee,  that  being  under  consideration  at 
the  time  the  Senator  from  Delaware  moved 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Mr.  President,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Delaware,  as  I  should  for  any  amendment 
calculated  to  limit  what  I  believe  to  be  the 
erroneous  principle  and  the  dangerous  appli- 
cation of  it  involved  in  this  bill.  If  the  bill 
be  placed,  as  I  think  it  mast  be  placed,  upon 
the  ground  of  giving  a  civil  pension,  I  submit 
to  the  Senate  that  it  is  destitute  in  almost  all^ 
the  elements  entering  into  pension  laws.  There 
is  nothing  here  requiring  of  the  recipient  of 
this  benefit  any  service  whatever.  There  is 
nothing  requiring  that  his  disability  should 
have  occurred  in  consequence  of  his  service 
or  even  during  his  service.  A  man  appointed 
to  the  bench  affected  with  incipient  deafness 
and  becoming  more  deaf  presently  is  espe- 
cially within  the  purview  of  this  act. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Always. 

Mr.  HOWE.  And  that  is,  if  there  is  not 
another  distinct  view  apart  from  any  idea  of 
civil  pension  ?  The  country  has  to  pay  one 
salary  to  a  judge  to  get  service.  If  that  judge 
be  disabled  so  that  yoa  cannot  get  that  service 
from  him,  have  you  not  the  same  inducement 
to  have  him  resign  and  get  that  service  from 
another  man  that  you  bad  to  offer  it  to  him  in 
the  first  instance? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  have  heard  distin- 
^ished  men  say,  I  think  my  honorable  friend 
IS  one,  that  they  always  experienced  a  diffi- 
culty in  saying  two  or  three  things  at  once. 
That  is  one  of  my  difficulties.  I  was  consid- 
ering at  this  point  this  bill  in  the  aspect  of  a 
pension  bill,  but  I  will  not  forget  to  say  a  word 
about  the  other  aspect  of  the  question  to  which 
my  honorable  friend  calls  my  attention. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Senator  will  admit  that  I 
asked  permission  to  put  that  question. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Certainly,  and  I  will 
not  fail  to  say  a  word  about  it,  although  I 
should  like  to  make  an  observation  upon  the 
bill  in  respect  of  its  being  a  pension  bill,  and 
I  shall  hope  to  be  able  to  convince  the  honor- 
able Senator  from  Wisconsin  that  in  the  other 
respect  there  are  better  modes  of  legislation 
than  this. 

Mr.  President,  I  was  in  the  act  of  begging 
the  Senate  to  bear  in  mind  the  &ct  that  we 
are  to  enter  upon  the  business  of  civil  pen- 
sions by  an  enactment  destitute  of  every  equity 
by  which  a  pension  act  goes.  Let  me  repeat 
that  nothing  confines  the  action  of  this  pro- 
vision to  a  case  of  disability  received  in  ser- 
vice ;  nothing  confines  it  to  a  case  of  disability 
occurring  during  service.  In  both  those  re- 
spects it  is  distinguishable,  I  submit,  from 
every  theory,  however  liberal,  and  there  is  no 
Government  with  a  theory  so  liberal  as  ours, 
touching  pension  laws. 

It  is  to  be  applied  to  judges.  Whv  to  judges? 
One  Senator  suggested  because  their  tenure 
was  for  life,  because  in  that  regard  they  have 
a  tenure  superior  to  every  other  officer  in  the 
Government,  save  only  perhaps  certain  mil- 
itaiT  officers. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     Save  no  one. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  My  honorable  friend 
behind  me  says  *^  save  nobody.*'  I  agree  with 
him ;  but  my  statement  was,  ''  save  only  per- 
haps certain  military  officers,''  and  I  said  that 
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in  deference  to  a  saggestion  from  another  Sen- 
ator ihat  military  officers  had  an  indeterm- 
inate  tenure.  Take  it  either  way.  We  are 
asked  to  select  a  class  of  men  superior  in  ten- 
ure to  all  others.  How  superior?  In  conse- 
quence of  any  exaction  resting  upon  them  to 
continue  for  one  hour  their  official  services? 
No,  sir;  they  are  as  free  as  possible  at  any 
moment  to  lay  down  their  office,  to  resign  it, 
to  choose  any  other  field  of  human  industry 
or  human  effort;  but  in  their  behalf,  for  their 
benefit,  beginning  and  ending  with  their  option, 
the  opportunity  rests  with  them  to  continue 
during  good  behavior  the  emoluments  of  their 
office.  Does  that,  let  me  ask — because  I  am 
not  going  to  argue — can  that,  when  addressed 
to  any  lair  mind,  select  preferentially  these 
officers  to  receive  a  benefit  withheld  from  all 
others?    Why,  Mr.  President,  how;  by  what 

Erocess  of  reasoning?  Here  are  men  who 
ave  grown  old  in  the  Departments,  the  crea- 
tures of  an  hour,  liable  to  be  dismissed  at  the 
caprice,  if  you  please,  or  upon  the  judgment 
of  a  superior,  liable  at  any  time  to  be  turned 
out  penniless,  having  drudged  for  little  pay 
during  loog  years;  will  any  Senator  tell  me 
why  they  ought  not  to  be  pensioned  as  much 
tis  judges  ?  I  know  the  other  argument,  which 
(  will  come  to  in  a  moment,  that  we  have  a 
motive  in  getting  rid  of  judges. 

But  let  me  remind  my  honorable  friend  from 
Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Hows,]  who  gives  me  his 
attention  again,  that  I  am  considering  this  bill 
at  this  moment  in  the  aspect  of  a  pension  pro- 
vision ;  and  1  ask  him  to  tell  me  why  a  judge 
having  always  received  higher  honors  than 
most  other  men  in  official  place,  having  a  life 
tenure,  which  he  was  always  at  liberty  to  re- 
linquish in  a  moment,  when  age,  disability, 
deprivation  of  office  overtake  him,  shoula 
receive  what  no  other  officer  in  the  Govern- 
ment receives,  namely,  a  continuation  of 
emolument,  and  a  continuation  for  life?  I 
cannot  understand  it. 

But,  sir,  it  is  said  that  judges  becoming  dis- 
abled, **  permanently  disabled,''  in  the  lan- 
guage of  the  law,  must  be  bribed,  for  that 
word  (I  hope  it  is  not  offensive)  is  the  only 
exact  word  to  express  the  idea,  to  remove 
themselves  as  an  incumbrance  upon  the 
bench.  If  I  had  said  that,  I  should  have 
deemed  myself  guilty  of  a  severe  reflection 
upon  the  profession  to  which  I  belong,  and  to 
the  flower  of  that  profession  which,  in  theory, 
is  preferred  for  judicial  place.  Is  that  true, 
that  a  man  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession, 
selected  over  all  others  as  the  most  appropri- 
ate person  to  wear  the  ermine  of  the  Supreme 
Court  or  of  some  other  high  judicial  tribunal, 
when  the  time  has  come  that  good  behavior, 
in  a  legal  sense,  can  no  longer  continue,  when 
the  time  has  come  that  he  is  stone  deaf,  for 
example,  and  unable  to  discharge  his  duties, 
will  not  vacate  the  bench,  but  will  continue 
by  mere  force  to  occupy  a  place  in  name,  for 
the  sake  of  appropriating  the  salary  of  the 
office,  the  functions  of  which  he  is  entirely 
unable  longer  io  discharge  ?  I  should  not  like 
to  say  that,  Mr.  President.  I  do  not  like  to 
adopt  it  as  one  of  the  grounds  upon  which  I 
am  going  to  vote. 

But  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  says, 
is  it  not  right  that  a  man  who  has  performed 
great  service,  long  service,  and  become  dis- 
abled, should  have  something  to  resort  to  in 
the  future  ?  No,  sir;  that  is  not  right  in  the 
length  and  the  breadth  of  that  Senator's  state- 
ment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  What  I  said  was  that 
the  judge  would  think  so. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  My  honorable  friend 
has  been  a  judge,  and  I  inferred  from  what  he 
said  he  was  the  judge  who  thought  so.  I  deny 
it,  and  I  deny  it  for  reasons  embodied  in  all 
our  laws,  and  accepted  as  just  considerations 
when  applied  to  the  men  who  have  gone  out 
upon  the  burning  battle-fields  of  the  war  and 
come  back  hopelessly  disabled.  What  has 
been  thought  in  their  case  enough?    Some 


fraction  of  the  pay  which  in  health  and  action 
they  received ;  a  meager  portion  of  that  pay. 
What  else  has  been  toought  enough  in  their 
case?  To  give  them  partial  compensation  for 
wounds  and  disabilities  received  in  and  in  con- 
sequence of  their  service.  And  how  ofLen  do 
we  hear  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  an 
adverse  report  premised  by  the  statement  that 
the  evidence  was  not  strong  enough  to  con- 
vince the  committee  that  the  disability,  the 
disease,  the  calamity  which  overtook  the 
claimant  was  in  consequence  of  his  military 
service,  and  came  upon  him  while  he  per- 
formed that  service.  Therefore,  when  the  Sen- 
ator puts  a  case  of  the  incumbent  of  an  office 
who,  from  the  lapse  of  time,  who  from  the 
approach  of  age,  who  from  the  continuance  of 
that  process  of  decay  which  we  are  all  under- 
going, comes  to  a  time  when  he  can  no  longer 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  place  and  render 
the  equivalent  which  in  law  and  in  morals  he 
is  bound  to  render  for  the  pay  he  receives,  I 
deny  that  in  that  case  he  is  entitled  to  receive 
the  measure  of  compensation  which  would  be 
full  if  he  had  continued  to  render  the  service. 

But,  Mr.  President,  I  need  not  to  have  de- 
nied this  for  the  purpose  of  this  present  argu- 
ment, because  we  have  provided  already  for 
that  case.  When  a  judge  reaches  the  age  of 
three-score  years  and  ten,  although  he  may 
have  served  but  ten  years,  we  commit  to  his 
option  alone  the  question  whether  he  will  con- 
tinue on  the  bench,  or,  retiring  from  it,  shall 
have  for  life  the  whole  emoluments  of  his 
office.  Is  not  that  enough  upon  that  view  of 
the  case  ? 

But  the  Senator  from  Ohio  says  no;  and 
now  I  come  to  the  precise  question  put  me 
by  my  honorable  friend  from  Wisconsin,  who 
says  cases  may  occur  of  some  judge  running 
mad  or  encountering  some  other  disabling 
affliction  in  which  the  public  and  the  suitors 
have  an  interest  in  dispensing  with  a  judge 
who  has  not  yet  attained  the  age  of  seventy 
years  and  has  not  performed  service  for  ten 
years.  Yes,  Mr.  President,  we  know  that  in 
the  course  of  Providence  such  things  occur. 
Such  a  thing  occurred  in  Texas.  A  judge 
was  lying  upon  a  bed  of  sickness,  paralyzed. 
Was  there  any  difficulty  in  disposmg  of  the 
case?  Not  at  all.  Congress  passed  a  law 
adapted  to  that  case,  taking  note  of  the  ex- 
ceptional hardship  of  it,  and  paying  Judge 
Watrous  his  salary  in  continuance,  but  pro- 
viding for  another  judge.  Does  anybody  feel 
that  in  respect  of  taste,  in  respect  of  the  way 
in  which  Judge  Watrous  himself  might  regard 
it,  there  was  less  decorum,  less  fitness,  less 
comity  in  a  law  directed  especially  to  that 
case,  than  there  would  have  been  in  the  appli- 
cation of  a  general  law  spreading  over  many 
non-existing  cases? 

What,  then,  is  the  objection  in  any  instance 
such  as  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wiscon- 
sin suggests  to  me,  of  legislating  to  meet  that 
case,  and  what  argument  can  be  derived  from 
the  occasional  occurrence  of  such  cases  broad 
enough  to  vindicate  an  act  which  on  the  very 
face  of  it  contemplates  its  abuse?  Why,  sir, 
look  at  the  two  provisions  in  this  bill:  first, 
that  it  shall  operate  when  the  President  has 
become  satisfied  that  the  incumbent  is  perma- 
nently disabled ;  and  second,  divided  from  it 
by  only  two  or  three  lines,  that  whenever  this 
incumbent  thus  permanently  disabled  accepts 
from  the  State  or  nation  some  other  office  of 
emolupient  or  trust,  this  life  pensiou  shall 
cease.  I  think  the  provision  should  be  there ; 
but  I  think  it  '*  points  a  moral  and  adorns  a 
tale"  as  it  stands  in  the  bill. 

The  President  is  to  be  satisfied  that  some 
man  is  permanently  disabled.  Deafness  over- 
takes him,  which  is  rather  occult  in  its  causes, 
I  am  told,  and  rather  difficult  to  foretell  as  to 
its  continuance  and  result.  The  President  is 
satisfied  that  this  is  a  permanent  deafness.  In 
consequence  of  his  order  the  act  operates,  and 
a  life  pension  is  given  to  this  man.  If  it  turns 
put  ne^t  year  that  he  is  not  deaf  at  all,  and  [ 


he.  is  then  elected  Governor  of  bis  St&v 
elected  President  of  the  United  States,  or  •^ 
as  embassador  to  a  foreign  Court, ihe&  \h]i: 
to  be  sure,  is  to  cease,  as  it  ought  to.  B^ 
legal  and  in  actual  contemplatioa  it  nm.'.c 
us  of  what  we  should  know  withoot  II  t. . 
that  is,  that  among  the  objectioDs  toiau; 
provision  as  this  is  the  liability  to  abii§e.  b^ 
now  in  the  offensive  sense  which  the  Ses4- : 
from  Ohio  commented  upon,  hot  aboseisu 
sense  of  mistake,  of  error,  howerer  bosf&:. 
may  be. 

Mr.  President,  I  had  no  design  to  coioiEe:.-. 
nor  do  I  design  to  continue  any  elabor^.: 
Cttssion  of  this  bill.  I  believe  it  wn^  -. 
principle.  I  believe  it  dangerous  io  thea^; 
cation  of  the  only  principle,  if  principle  :::^ 
be  called,  entering  into  it  which  exusocaic; 
in  the  least,  and  I  believe,  io  addition,  i.  > 
legislating  in  a  dangerous  directioD,  a  dirtc 
tion  dangerous  lo  those  who  are  looking  tii^ 
cially,  if  any  do  look  especially,  to  iht  !&>: 
est  and  the  preservation  of  the  bench.  Ink 
the  saying  of  the  founder  of  the  Demoenu 
party,  I  believe,  that  the  book  of  Jadgescoii^ 
before  the  books  of  Kings,  and  there  bkveWi 
periods  in  our  history  when  prejudice  basbrr^ 
successfully  arrayed  against  the  jadiciai  v 
partment  of  the  Government.  I  ueedooii..' 
that  my  profession  and  my  conmioDsi>\i 
me  to  share  or  sympathize  with  sucb  yti^ 
dices.  I  say,  however,  that  this  bill  is  uif 
a  series  of  bills,  some  of  which  b^e  bec<;» 
laws,  calculated  to  foster  and  ooQr&h  'U 
feeling  to  which  I  have  referred. 

In    1869    nine    new    circuit  judges  »^ 
created.     Their  salaries  were  fixed  in  ^f^ 
special  phrase,  intending  to  shut  the  ^(m* 
against  the  future.     In  a  short  time  all  \^ 
salaries  were   raised.      The  same  act  e^ 
tained   a  provision,  the  first  in  oar  bisk>n, 
allowing  all   Federal  judges  wbat£o«ver  i< 
retire  at  the  age  of  seventy,  after  ten  fey: 
service — no  matter  how  competent  tbey  rib 
be  to  proceed,  to  retire  abaolutelj  m^  w-* 
tinue  to  receive  their  pay.    Then  »e  p«6s«dtf 
act  raising  the  salary  of  all  the  Supreme  Co«r> 
judges,  including  the  Chief  Justice.  TbeS* 
ate  at  this  session  (although  the  House  hi 
non-concurred,  and  the  amendmeut  has  g«^ 
to  the  inscrutable  mysteries  o(  a  confeftsrt 
committee)  has  adopted  provisions  raising  it< 
pay  of  all  the  judges,  raising  the  pay  ot  t^ 
the  district  judges,  and  making  it  vm^ 
called  a  horizontal  scale,  withoot  the  wiT-J 
est  reference  to  the  difference  in  the  i^ 
vices  which  they  perform,  the  difference  u 
the  situation  which  exist  affecting  the  ex 
penses  of  living,  and  a  variety  of  o  ber  coa- 
siderations,  raising  them  all  alike,  and  W 
a  rate  of  salary  heretofore  unknown  in  Ujea« 
of  three  fourths  of  them.    And  now  coroe*  * 
provision— and  that  of  the  act  of  1*^9 »« "'^ 
it  in  this  respect— that  all  these  judges  wj 
retire  when  the  President  is  satisfied  mm 
are  permanently  disabled,  and  all  other* » 
follow  them   may  do  the  same  and  re«'« 
whatever  may  be  the  pay  at  the  tioe  of  mi 
resignation.     That  is  the  language  of  Ui«  »^' 
of  1869.  The  Constitution  says  you  neTexiBJ- 
reduce  it  j  legislation  is  to  be  upon  an  npf^ 
always;  and  whatever  the  salary  °»«P^^ 
which  the  office  attains  at  any  future  ti^J- 
that  is  to  be  the  pay  upon  which  all  ibn 
bents  are  to  retire,  not  merely  when  twj  »■ 
seventy,  but  at  any  time,  the  Presideni  o^"i 
satisfied  that  they  are  permanenllj  dis»fi'«|*- 

The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  asked  a  qJ* 
tion  which  he  had  great  difficulty  xn  vi^ 
understood  by  some  members  of  m  wv 
aimed  a£  a  point  which  the  Senator  froo  *^^ 
mont  stated  very  clearly  »ft«f*»^»*°  ,..1^ 
I  think  no  Senator  should  iguore  «  «^ 
upon  this  bill.     If  it  is  to  be  called  »0 
pension  bill,  I  repeat  again,  i"«^«*'^^^ 
every  element  belonging  properly  to  a  p« 
bill.     If  it  is  to  be  put  upon  the  «roun;i^ 
gested  by  the  honorable  Senator  froo  "^ 
sin  and  by  others,  that,  not  beiug  sp«*" 
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ill,  it  i&  a  provision  now,  a  sort  of  perpetual 
oveoant  made  iu  the  present  with  these  judges 
.lat  when  they  beeome  disabled  if  they  will 

0  off  the  bench  they  shall  be  paid  for  doing 
— if  it  means  that,  then  it  is  a  present  salary, 
on  tinge  nt,  I  admit,  but  a  present  salary,  a 
erquisiiei  an  incident  to  the  office,  and  an 
icrcase,  speaking  in  the  sense  of  value  and 

1  the  legal  sense,  of  the  salary  they  receive. 
Mr.  CAUPENTER.     Will  my  friend  allow 

le  to  ask  him  a  question? 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.     CARPENTER.      Suppose    Congress 
lould  pass  to  day  an  act  saying  that  the  judges 
t'  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
lould  be  entitled  to  four  months'  vacation  and. 
bsolute  relief  from  all  judicial  duties ;  that 

ould  be  a  very  beneficial  act  to  the  judges; 

would  be  a  perquisite  to  their  office;  but 
oes  the  Senator  think  that  would  be  a  law 

hich  we  could  not  repeal  next  year  ?  The 
ihibition  of  the  Constitution  referring  simply 
)  tiiis  one  point,  that  you  shall  not  decrease 
ie  salary  of  a  judge  while  he  is  iu  office,  we 
light  of  course  change  the  salaries  of  the 
upreme  Court  by  a  law  passed  to-day  down 
)  $4,000  again,  and  it  would  go  into  operation 
nd  apply  to  everv  judge  appointed  after  the 
ct  had  passed.  We  could  not  change  it  as  to 
le  judges  then  in  office ;  we  could  change  it 
H  to  all  men  subsequently  appointed. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Answering  all  that  I 
em  ember  of  my  honorable  friend^  s  question, 
rhich,  I  take  it,  he  does  not  suppose  has  any- 
iiing  to  do  with  the  point  I  am  discussing,  I 
emind  him  that  it  will  be  quite  unnecessary 
i  pass  such  a  law  as  he  proposes  giving  all 
lie  judges  a  furlough  for  four  months,  because 
bai  will  be  sufficiently  provided  for  by  other 
ftws  that  are  on  the  way.  If  my  friend  will 
like  up  the  bill  recently  passed  by  the  House 
nd  act  upon  that,  he  will  relieve  the  Supreme 
>ourt  from  so  large  a  part  of  the  appellate 
urihdiction  now  belonging  to  it  that  1  rather 
hink  ihey  will  be  able  to  go  away  four  months 
r  more  without  our  sayiug  so  iu  so  naany 
fords.  But  of  course  my  honorable  friend 
lues  not  suppose  1  doubt  that  we  might  give  a 
iirlough  to  the  judges  in  the  way  he  states  fur 
our  months.  If  we  vioUited  all  other  propri- 
ties  iu  doing  it,  we  should  not  violate  any 
riiiciple  that  has  the  remotest  relation  to  that 
ToviMoii  of  the  Constitution  which!  am  talk- 
ing about. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  If  my  friend  willpar- 
on  me,  as  he  seems  to  think  I  broke  iu  upon 
im  inadvertently  with  some  irrelevant  mat- 
*r,  1  understood  him  to  be  arguing  that  this 
i  a  provision  contingent  iu  point  of  time  and 
ircumstance,  that  if  the  judges  resign  in  eon- 
squeikce  of  permanent  disability  they  shall 
ave  a  certain  salary  in  the  nature  of  com* 
eiisaiion  of  a  judge,  being  in  some  sense  a 
erqiiisite  of  his  office  at  the  present  time,  and 
as  therefore  protected  by  the  Constitution. 
f  thai  be  so,  an  act  of  Congress  giving  them 
>ur  months'  furlough  falls  within  the  same 
riiiciple, 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Why? 

xMr.  CARPENTER.  Because  it  is  a  per- 
uisite  of  his  office  and  part  of  his  compen- 
itioii  as  much  as  the  other. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Mr.  President,  when- 
ver  I  do  not  agree  with  my  honorable  friend 
pou  a  question  of  law  I  attribute  it  to  my  own 
(Capacity,  and  I  will  ascribe  this  in  the  same 
ay,  saying,  however,  that  if  I  had  not  heard 
\y  honorable  friend  make  that  suggestion  I 
lotild  suppose  it  was  parallel  with  the  sug- 
K.stiou  that  if  you  provided  that  Ihe  Supreme 
ourtshould  sit  from  a  certain  time  toacertain 
me,  dittpensing  with  certain  terms  of  the  circuit 
3urt,>'0u  could  not  afterward  reinstate  those 
srins,  because  that  would  interfere  with  Ihe 
alue  of  their  ofiices.  I  should  suppose  that 
le  entire,  the  total  distinction  between  the 
ftsesy  as  distinct  as  the  east  is  from  the  west, 
ea  in  this:  the  constiiutional  provision  re- 
ktea  to  compensation ;  the  case  my  honorable 


friend  is  talking  about  relates  to  the  service 
they  shall  perform,  which  the  Constitution 
says  nothing  about. 

Now,  let  me  see  if  I  cannot  make  clear  the 
suggestion  which  I  have  in  mind.  There  may 
not  be  anything  in  it,  but  I  think  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  has  not  stopjped  to  appreciate 
it,  or  he  would  not  answer  it  in  the  way  he 
does.  Has  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
the  precise  language  of  the  Constitution  before 
him  in  reference  to  reducing  salaries? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  was  about  to  ask  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  New  York  to  that 
language,  and  it  is  this: 

"The  jadffes.  both  of  the  Supreme  and  inferior 
oonrtB.  Bball  hold  their  offices  during  rood  behavior, 
and  shall,  at  stated  times.receive  for  their  services  a 
compensation,  which  shall  not  be  diminiihed durinic 
their  continuance  in  office." 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  is  on  that  language, 
Mr.  President,  that  the  suggestion  arises  upon 
which  I  was  at  the  moment  when  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Wisconsin  drew  me  aside  by 
a  suggestion  which  I  conceive  to  be  quite  for- 
eign to  this.  The  position  suggested  by  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  is  this:  all  the 
judges  now  existing  being  in  office,  and  this 
provision  operating  upon  them,  speaking  of 
those  judges  as  well  as  their  successors,  we 
say  that  nereafter,  upon  becoming  perma- 
nently disqualified  to  the  satisfaction  of  the 
President,  a  certain  result  shall  happ6n. 
What  result?  That  they  shall  be  enUtled 
absolutely,  without  further  proceeding  or  con- 
tingency, to  receive  their  salaries  dunng  their 
lives  if  they  choose  to  resign  their  offices. 
That  is  what  we  propose  to  do.  Now,  if  that 
be  something  future  in  all  respects,  not  afiect- 
ing  at  all  the  question  of  their  compensation, 
not  appreciating  that  compensation,  not  add- 
ing to  it,  not  increasing  it  in  any  sense  of 
value,  so  that  the  repeal  will  have  the  effect 
to  diminish — that  is  the  language  of  the  Con- 
stitution— if  it  is  no  increase  of  value,  so  that 
taking  it  away  will  not  have  the  effect  to 
diminish  what  they  would  otherwise  receive, 
then  the  Constitution  has  nothing  to  do  with 
it.  If,  on  the  contrary,'  it  is  an  increase  of 
compensation ;  if  it  is  compensation,  whether 
an  increase  or  not;  if  it  is  a  compensation 
which  they  are  to  receive,  and  which  shall 
not  be  diminished  daring  their  continuance 
in  office,  then  this  question  arises:  whether, 
if  yon  attempt  to-morrow  to  repeal  it,  the 
same  men  being  in  office,  nobody  having  re- 
signed, nobody  having  been  disabled,  you 
have  not  repealed  a  part  of  the  compen- 
sation, contingent,  I  admit,  but  present  in 
respect  of  the  Taw  which  gives  it  and  the  right 
they  take? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  ,Will  the  Senator  just 
think  for  one  moment  ?  Suppose  yon  put  it 
as  compensation,  although  that  is  not  it  at  all, 
how  could  a  man  get  the  compensation  under 
that  act?  You  say  you  have  no  right  to  take 
away  that  compensation  under  that  act.  How 
is  he  to  get  the  compensation  under  that  act 
if  that  act  is  repealea  and  the  President  does 
not  see  fit  to  accept  his  resignation? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  How  is  that?  I  did  not 
hear  the  Senator  distinctly. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  he  cannot  resign 
according  to  that  act  and  we  have  repealed  it, 
how  is  he  to  get  the  compensation  ? 

Mr.  CONjQilNG.  Let  me  ask  my  honor- 
able friend  does  he  think  that  is  a  fair  answer 
to  the  question,  or  an  answer  at  all  to  the 
question?  It  seems  to  me  my  honorable  friend 
might  as  well  say  to  me,  if  he  commits  some 
wrong  upon  me,  which  in  his  superior  strength 
and  ability  he  might,  how  can  I  obtain  any 
redress  far  that,  and  if  I  cannot,  does  it  not 
prove  that  it  is  no  wrong  at  all  ? 

I  am  not  discussing  the  question  whether 
Congress  could  violate  the  Constitution  if  it  is 
a  violation,  and  whether  it  might  not  be  put  in 
such  wise  that  these  mea  would  be  remediless. 
I  am  talking  about  the  question  of  right.  I 
am  asking  now  whether,  testing  it  by  the 


Constitution  alone,  we  could  repeal  it;  and  I 
was  going  to  add  to  that  the  question  whether, 
tried  by  tne  principles  of  good  faith,  we  could 
repeal  it?  The  Senator  from  Ohio  might 
answer  that  in  the  same  way.  He  might  say, 
bad  though  the  faith  might  be  which  would 
strike  this  law  down  hereafter,  whatT  would  be 
the  remedy  of  the  judge?    All  verv  true. 

Take  this  act  of  1869,  Mr.  President.  Sup- 
pose the  judge  of  the  second  circuit,  who  was 
appointed  under  this  act  of  April,  18d9,  al- 
though he  contemplated  all  its  provisions, 
although  he  knew  in  accepting  the  appoint- 
ment that  at  the  end  of  ten  vears,  if  he  was 
then  over  seventy,  he  would  be  permitted  to 
retire  with  the  assurance  for  life  of  the  salary, 
should  find  himself  next  week  in  the  predica- 
ment in  which  he  would  be  if  the  act  of  1869 
was  repealed ;  what  remedy  would  he  have  ? 
I  do  not  stop  to  speculate  upon  that.  If  I 
was  in  his  place,  1  should  go  and  retain  my 
friend  from  Iowa,  [Mr.  Wright,]  or  some 
other  good  lawyer,  and  ask  him  to  see  whether 
I  had  any  remedy  in  the  courts  or  not;  and  if 
it  turned  out  that  I  could  not  sue  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  would  turn  away 
from  me  without  giving  any  heed  to  my  peti- 
tion, it  would  not  enlighten  my  understanding 
very  much  on  the  question  of  good  faith  or  of 
constitutional  violation. 

Now,  I  should  like  to  know  from  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  whether  he  holds  that  we  have  a 
right,  a  constitutional  right,  and  a  right  iu 
good  faith,  to  repeal  the  act  of  1869  ?  As  to 
these  circuit  judges,  for  example,  we  have  said, 
we  said  before  they  took  their  offices,  that  at 
the  end  of  ten  years  they  might  retire  if  they 
were  seventy  and  receive  pay  for  life.  Have 
we  a  right  to  repeal  it  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Certainly  it  would  be 
very  bad  faith  to  repeal  it. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  honorable  Senator 
saySt  *'  Certainly  it  would  be  very  bad  faiih 
to  repeal  it."  Very  well,  Mr.  President.  If 
only  good  faith  would  be  violated,  I  think  it 
gives  some  pungency  to  the  question  put  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  New  Jersey.  I 
agree  with  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  it  would  be 
bad  faith,  and  I  submit  to  him,  and  I  doubt 
whether  he  will  differ  with  me,  it  is  a  ques- 
tion at  least  whether  it  would  not  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  upon 
which  [  have  been  commenting. 

Then^  Mr.  President,  because  clearly  there 
is  no  distinction,  I  submit,  in  this  regard  be- 
tween the  act  of  1869  and  the  proposed  act 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  ask  him  what  all  that  has  to  do  with  this 
bill  ?  If  this  is  not  a  good  bill,  it  ought  not  to 
be  a  law  at  all.  If  it  is  a  good  bill,  it  ought  to 
be  a  permanent  law  :  it  ought  to  last  forever. 
If  it  is  a  bad  bill,  kill  it;  vote  it  down. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wish  I  had  the  power 
to  do  that. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  is  all  there  is  of  it. 
What  is  the  use  of  arguing  about  the  question 
of  repealing  it?  If  it  is  not  a  good  btll,  vuie 
it  down.  We  do  not  ask  it  as  a  temporary 
measure  for  one  or  two  years  ;  we  propo:«e  it 
to  be  a  law  just  as  long  a;)  the  Constituiiou 
shall  last.  If  you  think  it  ought  not  to  be  a 
permanent  law,  vote  it  down. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  My  honorable  friend  has 
been  very  active  in  bolstering  up  this  act,  and 
I  think  he  has  gone  to  no  greater  extreme  than 
he  does  now.  What  does  he  say  ?  Vote  it 
down.  I  shall  vote  against  it,  and  I  am  en- 
gaged in  pei*haps  a  vain  endeavor  to  induce 
other  members  of  the  body  to  vote  with  me ; 
and  I  am  considering  at  the  moment  what 
sort  of  an  act  it  will  be  after  it  is  adopted, 
no  matter  how  vicious  its  workings  may 
prove,  and  whether  it  will  then  have  passed 
forever  beyond  our  reach  ;  and  the  honor- 
able Senator  retorts  upon  me,  '*  Why  discuss 
that?  Why  not  vote  it  down?*'  Does  not 
that  honorable  Senator  see  as  clearly  as  I 
do  that  if  I  can  prove  that  the  act  having  been 
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coDSummate  and  having  proved  vieioas  we  can- 
not repeal  it,  I  have  assigned  one  very  cogent 
reason  why  it  should  be  voted  down,  or,  to 
nse  his  sententious  phrase,  why  we  should 
kill  it.  That  is  the  point  at  which,  in  my  poor 
way,  I  am  aiming. 

Now,  I  say  that  we  have  gone  far  enonj^h, 
in  my  belief  quite  far  enough,  in  legislation 
which  looks  like  favoritism  to  the  jadges ;  and 
in  their  behalf,  as  one  interested  in  the  pres- 
ervation of  the  judiciary  and  in  the  public 
respect  paid  to  it,  I  think  it  is  time  to  call  a 
halt.  When  some  other  judge  becomes  dis- 
abled as  Judge  Watrous  did,  let  us  legislate 
as  we  did  in  his  behalf;  to  that  no  objection 
can  be  made ;  and  let  us  apply  the  remedy  to 
the  cases  as  they  arise  in  place  of  adopting 
one  general  remedy  so  full,  as  I  might  say  it 
is  now  almost  admitted  this  is,  of  questionable 
consequcDces  and  doobtful  considerations. 

1  beg  pardon,  Mr.  President,  for  occupying 
so  much  time. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  addressed  the  Senate 
in  remarks  which  will  be  published  in  the 
Appendix. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Now,  Mr.  President,  I 
hope  we  may  have  a  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pomb- 
ROT.)  The  first  qaestion  is  on  tne  amend- 
ment of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
which  was  nnder  consideration  at  the  time 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  offered  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  understood  that  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  offered  an  amend- 
ment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  was 
an  ameodment  under  consideration  at  that 
time,  and  his  amendment  was  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CONELING.  What  is  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee? 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  pending  amend- 
ment is  in  lines  five  and  six,  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  satisfactory  proof  shall  be  laid  before 
him''  and  to  insert  *'  he  shall  be  satisfied." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Batard,]  to  in- 
sert after  the  words  '*  United  States,'' in  the 
fifth  line,  the  words  "  who  has  held  his  com- 
mission at  least  ten  years." 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Let  us  have  the  yeas 
and  nays  upon  that  amendment. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  We  have  just  adopted 
an  amendment  which  dispenses  with  all  proof; 
no  proof  is  to  be  made ;  but  simply  the  satis- 
&ciion  of  the  Executive  is  required.  Now, 
this  is  to  introduce  a  ten  years'  security  at 
least.     I  am  for  that. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  On  this  qaestion  I  am  paired 
with  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  Mr. 
Stockton.  If  he  were  -present  he  would 
vote  for  the  amendment,  and  I  should  vote 
against  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER,  (after  first  voting  in  the 
negative.)  I  beg  paraon  of  the  Chair  and  the 
Senate.  I  forgot  entirely  that  I  was  paired  on 
this  subject  with  the  Senator  from  Delaware, 
Mr.  Bayard.  I  ask  leave,  therefore,  to  with- 
draw my  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  No  objec- 
tion being  made,  the  vote  will  be  withdrawn. 

The  result  was  announced — ^yeas  27,  nays 
16 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS—Mesns.  Alcorn,  Blair.  Boreman,  Bneking- 
ham,  Caldwell,  Casserly,  Clayton,  Cole,  ConkllDg, 
Cooper,  Corbott,  Cragin.  Davis  of  West  Virginia, 
Edmnnds.  Goldthwaite,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Ham- 
liD,  Hill.  Johnston.  Kelly,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Nor- 
wood. Pratt,  Saalsbary,  Sawyer,  Windom,  and 
Wright— 27. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Cameron,  Chandler,  Fenton, 
Howe,  Kellogg,  Logan.  Morrill  of  Vermont.  Osboni, 
Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Sherman,  Spencer,  Stewart. 
Tharman.  and  Tmmball— 16. 

ABSENT  — Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony,  Bayard. 
Brownlow,  Carpenter.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Ferry  oi 
Connecticut,  Ferrypf  Michigan,  Flanagan,  Freling- 
hoysen,  Qilbert,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Harlan, 


Hitohooek,  Lewis,  Morton,  Nye,  Patterson.  Pool, 
Rice,  Robertson.  Schan,  Soott.  Spragae,  SteveniH>D, 
Stockton,  Somner,  Tipton,  Vickers,  West,  and  Wil- 
son—31. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  concurring  in  the  amendments  made 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  When  the  proper  time 
comes  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  desire  to  say  a  word 
before  the  question  of  concurrence  is  pat. 
The  Senate  has  adopted  an  amendment  by 
which  it  has  provided  that  a  judge  must  be  in 
office  ten  years  before  he  can  be  permitted  to 
resign  and  receive  his  salary.  1  do  not  see 
the  propriety  of  that  if  the  bill  goes  upon  the 
ground  that  it  is  the  public  service  that  is  to 
be  provided  for.  Suppose  a  man  has  served 
but  one  year,  or  two  years,  or  three  years/and 
then  becomes  disqualified,  what  are  you  to 
do?  Take  any  of  your  judicial  districts  in 
the  United  States.  Take  the  State  of  Maine, 
the  first  State  where  we  generally  begin  with 
the  States.  A  judge  has  been  in  office  two 
years.  He  becomes  disqualified.  If  he  had 
been  in  office  ten  years  he  could  be  permitted 
to  resign ;  but  after  being  in  but  two  years,  by 
sonfte  misfortune  or  other  he  is  disabled  from 
holding  court.  Then  he  must  remain  the 
judge  of  that  district  for  eight  years  more. 

Mr.  ED  M  UNDS.     Can  he  not  resign  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  He  can;  but  he  will 
not  resign,  probably. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Why  not? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Because  he  may  be  a 
man  who  has  no  other  means  of  living,  and 
he  was  put  into  office  under  your  Constitution 
during  good  behavior.  He  has  committed  no 
act  for  which  you  can  impeach  him,  and  you 
cannot  get  him  out  of  office. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Cannot  you  remove  him 
by  "address?** 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  No ;  you  cannot  remove 
him  by  '^address'*  under  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States ;  that  is  not  permitted ;  and  I 
ask  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  if  he  would 
"address"  a  man  out  of  office  because  he  is 
stricken  down  by  sickness  and  unable  to  hold 
court?  Would  that  be  a  reason  for  "  address- 
ing** him  out? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  say  to-day  that  I  would 
treat  a  judge  just  as  I  would  treat  any  other 
man  in  the  civil  service. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  difficulty  is,  the 
Constitution  says  that  judges  shall  be  appointed 
during  good  behavior,  and  of  course  you  can- 
not make  the  misfortune  of  a  man  a  cause  for 
removal.  There  must  be  some  cause  to  im- 
peach him  or  address  him  out ;  but  liien  the 
Constitution  does  not  provide  for  addressing  a 
judge  out  of  office.  It  can  only  be  done  by 
impeachment,  and  that  implies  that  there  must 
be  some  delinquency. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  think  the  great  error 
was  in  making  this  provision  for  them  at  all. 
We  ought  to  have  no  pensions  except  for  the 
men  who  risk  their  lives  in  the  defense  of  the 
country.  I  would  have  no  more  of  this  legis- 
lation. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendment  that  was  a^ed  to  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole,  by  striking  out  "ten"  and 
inserting  "  five.** 

Mr.  CONKLING.    Is  that  in  order  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  is  in 
order  to  move  to  concur  with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then,  if  the  amendment 
should  be  concurred  in,  in .  case  a  judge  has 
been  in  office  five  years  he  may  be  retired. 
That  would  meet  the  objection  that  a  man 
would  be  simply  appointed  and  then  be  per- 
mitted to  retire  at  once  on  his  pay,  which  can 
only  go  upon  the  assumption  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  would  conspire  with 
an  individual  to  commit  what  I  should  regard 


as  a  fraud  on  the  public.  I  do  not  beliere  z:, 
self  that  the  President  would  nominate  ft  [;• 
Senate  confirm  men  who  were  incapab^. 
acting  as  judges,  with  a  view  of  giTioi  li  c 
pay  after  they  should  be  retired  aoder  :> 
provisions  of  this  bill.  But  if  there  were  «r- 
such  apprehension  the  term  of  five  jean  vk  i 
I  think,  be  a  sufficient  answer  to  iL  I  r.. 
therefore  move  to  strike  out  "  ten"  andifiier. 
"five.** 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  the  first  amendment  mMl«&$:: 
Committee  of  the  Whole  will  be  regani«4i2 
concurred  in ;  and  the  Senator  from  Um-si 
now  moves  to  concur  in  the  other  ameodiLs: 
with  an  amendment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  the  Seoitor  fm 
Illinois  has  said  about  what  the  Pres.:-.: 
would  or  would  not  do  mnst  depend,  ifber. 
allow  me  to  remind  him  of  it,  lari^lj  apocM 
success  and  mine  in  getting  the  citril  scxi.:*. 
established.  If  the  President  is  left  as  b»  .* 
now  to  the  tender  mercy  of  the  pressure  cf  *:- 
Senator  from  Illinois  and  myself  sod  ot>r 
ardent  and  enthusiastic  individoaU,  [v'M 
ardent  friends  of  the  Administnuioo,  to  Dsr 
row  a  phrase  of  his  own,  I  believe,)  when  ukt* 
is  a  good  fellow  in  Vennont  or  Illinois  vbob« 
got  a  little  d^pepticand  wants  totnTcl  abnd 
and  make  himself  comfortable  at  the  Govtn^ 
ment  expense,  the  Senator  from  lUiooijiMi 
will  leave  the  President  without  aojpeic«D3 
at  last,  as  other  good  men  mentioned  ia  Scn^ 
ture  have  been  over-persuaded,  ve  luv«  per 
suaded  him  by  constant  dinning  into  acceptii{ 
the  resignation  of  this  gentleman  and  girisf 
him  his  pay. 

I  tell  the  Senator  from  Illinois  that  ve  caa- 
not  go  on  when  we  leave  the  discretioo  tb(&: 
putting  people  in  and  out  of  office  to  ik 
President  of  the  United  States— who  basardeci 
friends,  as  he  always  will  have,  whoerer  jsaj 
be  the  President — with  any  safety ;  not  b«i» 
the  President  would  be  base  or  cornipt,  b:i 
because  the  President  is  human,  and  ;ieldi» 
the  entreaty  of  men  of  influence  and  of  (rie:^ 
ship  and  of  power,  just  as  every  man  villtrfiea 
you  expose  him  to  it,  moreorles&  Sotba: 
will  not  do.  You  have  got  to  put  itopcci 
broader  principle  than  that;  ana  that  is,  vba 
any  man  who  is  a  judge  chooses  togo  ootof 
office,  believing  himself  to  be  jastibed  is 
going  out  and  taking  his  full  pay,  be  viilgti, 
and  that  will  be  the  end  of  it 

But  the  argument  of  the  Senator  froo  H:- 
nois  defeats  itself  upon  the  ground  of  its beicf 
for  the  public  service.     He  says  what  ve  '^ 
to  do  if  a  man  has  been  in  one,  two,  or  fin 
years  and  cannot  go  on  with  his  duties?  }^ 
cannot  get  him  out,  and  he  persists  iostsjin? 
What  are  you  to  do  if  a  Senator  does  the  wo* 
thing,  who  ia  in  for  six  years?    DoesMj  »» 
say  that  a  Senator  who  is  incapable  of  att^oi 
ing  here  and  performing  hisdatiesyand  bovi 
he  has  got  to  stay  at  home  and  not  attend  it  ui 
for  six  years,  is'going  to  hang  on  to  hisoS* 
and  draw  his  pay?    No,  sir.    Any  man  jw 
is  fit  to  be  a  Senator  will,  when  he  find*  him- 
self in  that  attitude,  resign,  as  oao;  otn- 
And  any  man  who  is  fit  to  be  a  jadge  «to 
finds  himself  in  that  attitude,  that  be  i£  Per- 
manently disabled  from  performing  tbe  doutf 
of  the  civil  function  to  which  he  hss  ^ 
called,  will  not  shield  himself  under  the  Uir 
stitution  and  say,  *' You  cannot  get  nie«o^ 
and  therefore  I  will  neither  perform  the  d?^ 
nor  give  up  the  office."    You  n>o«*.°  .J^ 
sume  that  a  judge  would  do  such  a  tbing:  u^ 
if  he  did,  as  you  say,  be  is  not  the  cl*««^ 
person  to  whom  you  should  pay  a  V^^' 
to  whom  you  should  give  increased  comp 
sation.  .  . ,., 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  And  because  h«flj»^ 
such  a  judge  as  you  ought  to  have,  yoo  o«l* 
to  discourage  his  retirement!  ,.  .^ 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  certainly  wooM  »«» 
encourage  any  man  to  retire  under  ibw*  j 
cumstances  by  paying  him  ^_J^^.\^ 
would  as  soon,  &  I  lived  in  Wweoa^  ^ 
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viahed  to  lucceed  m;  friend  in  the  ofEca  of 
leiifttot  which  he  so  well  fillt,  offer  him 
SGjOOOai  jear  to  reaign.aa  I  wonld  paja  jadge 
iir  retiring  from  an  office  thet  he  ought  to 
elire  from  far  the  pablic  iatereats,  in  order  to 

The  judge  in  the  case  that  my  honorable 
riend  trom  Illinois  mipposed  has  not  lost  his 
irop^M},  aa  he  sajB  he  mar  need  the  office, 
>j  being  a  judge.  A  jndgeship  is  not  a  ipecu- 
icive  office;  a  judgeataip  ia  not  a  place  where 
man  is  liable  to  lose  what  he  has  because  he 
I  a  judge ;  and,  therefore,  if  after  thia  short 
ime  he  finds  himself  unable  to  perform  ita 
uiies,  and  is  poor,  he  will  not  be  Aay  poorer 
ban  he  was  when  he  took  the  office;  he  will 
«  just  as  well  off  as  he  was  before;  and  iFhe 
'as  in  an;  other  buiineaa,  as  at  the  bar,  if  jou 
lease,  and  got  so  aick  that  he  could  not  ha  a 
udge,  he  would  have  got  bo  sick  that  he  could 
ot  lie  a  lawyer,  and  therefore  be  could  not 
eturn  to  hia  profpsaion  in  either  case- 
No,  Mr,  President,  the  verj  illustration  m; 
riend  has  pnt,  aa  it  appeara  to  me,  shows  the 
tier  fallacf  of  this  kind  of  contrivaoce  to  buy 
3en  to  get  oat  of  the  places  ihe  Constitution 
ays  yon  cannot  get  ihem  oat  of  without  their 


Mr.  CONKLING.     1    wish 
loesiion  put  b^r  the  Senator  from  Illinois.     lie 
iahed  once  or  twice  wnat  will  you  do  if  a  man 

9  appointed  aod  two  years  afterward  he  be- 
omea  diaabled  and  will  not  go  out?  Well, 
Ir.  Preaident,  when  we  come  acrosa  a  man 
using  the  phrase  of  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
onein)  dishonored  and  dishonest  enough  to 

10  such  a  thing  as  that — I  believe  we  have  bad 
10  such  one  in  oar  history  yet — we  will  do  just 
rbat  we  kiwaya  would  have  done  from  the 
oundation  of  the  Oovemment  to  this  day; 
lUst  aa  we  did  in  the  better  case  in  Texas, 
batof  Judge  WatrauB.  We  will  legislatewhen 
uch  an  extraordinary  occurrence  happens,  if 
(  ever  does,  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
nents  of  the  occasion,  in  place  of  guessing 
leforehand  about  what  might possiblyhappeo, 
nd  provide  for  that,  and  then  along  with  it  pro- 
ide  for  a  hundred  other  cases  that  onght  not 
o  be  providid  for.     That  is  the  way  I  should 

0  in  the  case  ihe  Senator  pais. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEB.  The  qoea- 
ion  is  on  the  ameodment  of  the  Senator  trom 
liinois,  to  strike  out  "ten"  and  insert  "Rre" 

1  the  amendment  adopted  as  in  Committee  of 
ae  Whole. 

Hr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
Bjs  on  that  amendment. 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  CAMBKON.  I  bare  paired  oa  Ihia 
neatioD  with  the  Seoalor  from  Connecticut, 
Mr.  FBaiir.] 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  am  paired  with  the  Senator 
-om  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Stocktok.]  If  he 
ere  present  he  would  vote  againat  this 
[oendinenl,  and  I  should  vole  lor  it. 

The  result  was  then  announced — yeaa  10, 
ays  '22;  as  follows  : 
YEA^— Meswi.  Amw.   Cole,    Cooper.    DsTia  of 

,_..    ,r=_..._,_     . Hill.Losan.    Monill  of 

It.  OsborOjPoinamy,  Kam- 


uII.Wob' 


iind  Wiodoni-19. 


NAYS— ^rienn.Alooro.  AnlhonT. Blair,  Boromi 

•IdwelL    CuHrly,  Chudlsr.   Clayton.  Conk  Mm. 

urbott.  Edmundi.  Ferry  ot  Hiehicaa.  Ooldtbwaits, 

*li'S'*ton,Kolly!yorw.«"prilt.and*Suulsbury-22! 
AUS^Nl-Ueffin.  IJDyiircl.  Brownlow,  Bucklnc- 
aiu.  Cameron,  Cirpinter,  Cmsia.  Dails   of  Kan- 


iiky.   Ferry  of    CopDeeliEut,  Tfl 
iiyeeu.   (lilburt,    IlnmiUon    of   1 


,   L.!Wi 


.   By*. 


.    Ho«., 
,    -- J,     Pool. 

:s>enaaD.8tocliton,  Samnar.Tipuui.Vioican.^ll- 
.Q,  aod  Wrigbl-3i. 
So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qoes- 
an  recurs  on  concarring  in  the  MneDdment. 
The  Mnendmeat  waa  concurred  iu. 


The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
tliird   reading,  and   was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  BLAIK.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Howe.  The  amendment  jait  agreed 
to,  in  my  judgment,  changes  the  whole  char- 
acter of  this  bill.  I  should  have  voted  for  the 
passage  of  the  bill  as  it  was  reported  by  the 
committee,  becauae  I  would  be  willing  to  fur- 
nish the  macUinery  by  which  a  judge  disabled 
could  be  allowed  to  retire  from  that  service 
which  he  could  no  longer  perform,  and  with- 
out the  sacrifice  of  hia  salary,  to  the  end  that 
some  man  might  be  put  ia  his  place  who  could 
discbarge  the  duties  of  the  office,  and  ao  eam 
his  salary  ;  but  1  have  no  idea  of  voting  for  a 
pension  bill,  and  eapecialty  for  a  pension  bill 
to  an  officer  who  has  only  rendered  ten  years' 
service.  This  ia  no  longer  a  bill  to  provide 
for  the  public  service,  which  I  regarded  to  be 
the  object  of  the  original  bill ;  but  it  is  a  bill  to 
grant  a  pension  to  an  officer  who  has  rendered 
service  for  a  very  limited  number  of  years.  I 
shall  therefore  vote  against  the  billasitalanda. 


Jersey,  Mr.  Stockton,  who,  if  present,  would 
vote  against  the  hill,  while  1  ahouldvote  for  iL 
The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  11,  nays  28;  as  follows: 

•Bll,  Hill,  Morrill 


r,  ghee 


'i..  p'"t''on7FSi 


.wnlow,  Bnckini- 

hJ  tr,  Corbeti,  Davi« 

of  It,  FUnwaii,  Fn- 

lii  laryland.  Kallosc. 

L<  nan.   Hye,    PoT>l. 

Ri  Jpsaoer,  BprHui, 

6t  Samapt.    Xipton. 

V,  11-31. 
So  the  bill  waa  rejected. 

AMINOJIENTTO  APPBOPBiaTIOH  BILL. 

Hr.  HITCHCOCK  submiUed  an  amendment 

intended  to  be  proposed  by  him  (o  the  bill  (El. 
R.  No.  ISM)  makiug  appropriations  to  supply 
deficieuciea  in  the  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Oovemment  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  SQ,  1672,  and  for  former  years,  and 
fur  other  pnrposes ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  oo  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to 


proceed  with  the  consideration  of  Hoase  bill 
No.  106. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  lOSJ 
for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  lands  sold  for 
direct  taxes  in  the  insurrectionary  States. 

The  first  section  provides  that  oo  owner,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  of  any  land  sold  for  taxes 
uoder  the  provisions  of  the  act  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  culleciion  of  direct  taxes  in  the  in- 
surrecliouary  districts  within  the  Uuiied  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  approved  June  7, 
1S6S,  and  of  the  acts  amendalory  thereof,  shall 
be  permitted  to  recover  the  same  in  any  action 
or  proceeding  againat  the  purchaser  at  such 
sale,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  without  showing  in 
addition  to  other  necessary  facts  Ihal  alt  taxes, 
coau,  and  penalties  due  upon  the  land  at  the 
time  of  the  sale  have  been  paid  by  him  or  them, 
or  bringiog  into  court  and  deposiiing  with  the 
clerk,  lor  the  use  of  the  United  States,  the 
amount  with  interest  of  the  taxes  and  penal- 
ties due  lo  the  United  States  on  accoont  of  the 
land  when  sold,  together  with  all  the  coats  and 
expenses  of  the  sale,  which  sum,  in  case  of  the 
recovery  of  the  land  by  such  owner,  hia  heirs 
or  assigns,  shall  be  paid  by  the  clerk  into  the 
Treaaury  of  the  Unil«d  Slates. 

The  second  section  provides  that  in  all  ca«es 
where  the  ownez  of  any  land  thna  sold  for 


taxea,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shall  recover  the 
same  from  the  purchaser,  his  heirs  or  assigns, 
without  collusion  on  his  or  their  part,  by  the 
judgment  of  any  court  of  competent  jurisdic- 
tion, by  reason  of  a  failure,  witbout  hia  or  their 
fault  or  neglect,  of  the  title  of  the  purchaser 
derived  from  the  tax  sale,  the  Secretary  oT  the 
Treasanr.  on  the  payment  into  the  Treasury, 
by  the  clerk,  of  the  money  deposited  with  him, 
and  on  being  satisfied  that  any  purchaser,  his 
heirs  or  assigns,  without  bis  or  their  collusion, 
has  been  evicted  from  or  turned  out  of  posses- 
sion of  any  auch  land  by  the  judgment  of  any 
court  of  competent  juriadiction,  in  the  manner 
before  mentioned,  is  antfaoriied,  out  of  any 
money  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, to  repay  to  the  person  or  persona 
entitled  thereto  a  sum  of  mont-y  equal  to  that 
originally  paid  by  the  purchaser  of  the  land 
so  recovered,  if  the  same  has  been  paid  into 
the  Treaaury. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  reported 
the  bill  with  an  amendment;  in  section  two, 
lines  four  and  five,  to  strike  ont  the  words 
"court  of  oompeieut  jurisdiction"  and  inaerC 
" United  States  court;"  and  in  lines  twelvtt 
and  thirteen,  to  strike  oat  "court  of  compe- 
tent jurisdiction  "   and  insert  "  United  States 


Mr.  JOHNSTON.     I  think  the  hi 


be  amended.  The  words  is  the  b: 
of  competent  jnrisdiction."  The  coramiUee 
propose  lo  strike  them  oat  and  substitute 
■>  United  SUtes  court."  I  think  we  had 
better  leave  the  bill  as  the  House  passed  it. 

Hr.  TItUHBULL.  That  matter  was  fully 
discussed  in  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  we  had  the  same  thing  up  a  year  ago  when 
the  House  passed  the  hill  as  it  is  now  and  the 
Senate  refnaed  lo  agree  to  it,  and  we  bad  a 
committee  of  conference  upon  it,  and  I  am 
very  free  to  say  that  I  would  never  consent 
myaelf  that  op  a  judgment  of  the  State  courts 
in  the  insurrectionary  Slates  moneys  should 
be  taken  out  of  the  Treasury,  or  on  the  judg- 
ment of  the  State  courts  anywhere.  I  think 
it  is  far  enongh  to  go  to  say  that  when  onr  own 
conrtsdecide  that  the  title  has  failed,  the  party 
may  be  permitted  lo  recover  his  money  out  of 
the  Treaaury.  To  open  the  Treaaury  of  ibe 
United  Suies  to  the  decisions  of  the  State 
courta  I  do  not  think  would  be  proper,  and  I 
wonld  not  vote  myself  for  the  bill  aa  it  passed 
the  Houae  of  Repreaentativea.  Unless  it  be 
amended  so  that  it  will  require  a  judgment  of 
the  Onited  States  coarteapon  the  title,  I  do 
not  think  the  bill  ought  to  pass. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  hope  the  amendment 
of  the  committee  will  not  be  concurred  in. 
The  first  effect  of  the  amendment  is  this,  that 
wherever  the  property  is  of  leaa  value  than 
{600  the  man  would  lose  it  and  could  not  get 
his  money  back  at  all,  because  if  the  property 
is  worth  less  than  $600  no  Federal  court  has 
original  jurisdiction  of  it.  So  that  when  a  man 
has  booght  property  from  the  United  Statea, 
which  the  United  States  holds  by  a  void  lax 
sate,  and  has  paid  the  United  States  for  it  and 
the  money  baa  gone  into  the  Treasury,  and  ihe 
title  of  the  United  Statea  turnaout  to  be  utterly 
worthless,  good  for  nothing,  and  it  haagolthe 
man's  money  for  nothing,  because  he  is  a  poor 
man  and  bis  property  is  worth  less  than  {500, 
he  cannot  be  refunded  at  all  one  cent  of  the 


Senator  from  Ohio  if  it  reqairei  $600  to  give 
a  United  Stales  court  juriadiclion of  aqaesiion 
arising  under  a  law  of  the  United  Slates? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  does  where  it  is  real 
estate.  It  haa  to  be  averred  in  every  declara- 
tion iu  ejectment  in  the  United  States  courts, 
and  it  has  to  be  proved,  too,  that  the  property 
is  of  the  value  of  $600 ;  so  that  the  first  effect 
of  this  amendment  is  to  bear  right  down  upon 
the  men  who  need  the  benefit  of  this  act  more 
than  anybodyelse,  poor  men,  men  whose  prop- 
erty  is  not  worth  $500.     Bat  that  ia  Doi  aU. 
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The  next  objection  to  the  amendment  is 
that  this  bin,  as  it  passed  the  HoasOi  contains 
safeguards  eiioueh.  What  does  it  reauire? 
First,  there  must  be  a  recovery  in  a  court  oi  com- 
petent jurisdiction.  But  that  is  not  sufficient 
to  get  the  money  out  of  the  Treasury ;  although 
the  purchaser  from  the  United  States  has  lost 
the  property  by  the  judgment  of  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction,  he  must  produce  that 
judgment  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
and  then  he  is  bound  to  prore  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  that  that 
judgment  was  not  rendered  by  any  collusion 
on  his  part;  in  other  words,  that. he  de- 
fended the  title  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
only  beaten  because  that  title  was  good  for 
nothing.  He  is  bound  to  satisfy  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  there  was  no  collusion 
in  the  case. 

Now,  I  say  that  no  matter  whether  it  is  the 
judgment  of  a  State  court  or  of  a  Federal 
court,  when  that  judgment  has  been  rendered 
and  tne  man  agamst  whom  it  is  rendered  and 
whose  money  is  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  without-  any  consideration  comes  and 
produces  that  judgment,  and  in  addition  to 
that  proves  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  that  that  judgment  was  not  ob- 
tained by  any  fraud  or  any  collusion  whatsoever, 
that  he  did  defend  in  good  faith  and  was  beaten 
because  the  law  was  against  him,  then  I  say 
it  is  time  for  the  Qovernmeut  to  pay  the  money 
for  which  it  never  gave  any  consideration.  I 
hope,  therefore,  the  amendment  proposed  by 
the  Judiciary  Committee  will  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON.  I  think  there  is  another 
reason  why  this  amendment  should  not  be 
adopted.  The  party  whose  land  was  sold 
would  have  to  be  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit  in 
the  court  below,  and  he  would  have  the  elec- 
tion of  the  tribunal  in  which  to  bring  the 
suit.  He  would  bring  it  either  in  a  State 
court  or  a  United  States  court,  as  he  chose, 
and  if  he  chose  to  bring  it  in  fL  State  court, 
he  could  by  that  means  defeat,  if  this  amend- 
ment is  adopted,  the  recovery  by  the  other 
party  from  the  Treasury.  Suit  might  be 
Drought  in  the  State  courts  and  then  this  law 
would  not  apply,  and  the  party  would  be  pre- 
vented from  recovering  the  money  from  the 
Treasury.  It  would  be  better  to  leave  it  as  it 
is,  I  think,  and  that  would  cover  all  cases. 

Mr.  THUBMAN.  Mr.  President,  on  reflec- 
tion the  case  is  worse  than  I  supposed  it  was. 
Take  the  case  of  two  men  living  in  the  same 
Stale.  One  of  them  was  the  owner  of  the  land 
which  was  sold  for  taxes.  He  brings  an  action 
for  that  land  in  the  State  court.  That  case 
cannot  be  transferred  to  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States.  Both  the  parties  are  resi- 
dents of  the  State  in  which  the  salt  is  brought. 
It  cannot  be  transferred.  There  is  no  law  for 
transferring  it  unless  there  is  some  law  about 
this  tax  which  sends  the  case  there. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  honorable  Senator 
is  greatly  mistaken.  As  the  law  now  stands 
by  the  act  of  1863  and  the  act«  of  1867  and 
1868 in  particular,  lam  sure,  though  I  have  not 
looked  at  them  for  this  purpose,  where  a  party 
claims  to  make  a  defense  under  any  law  or 
authority  of  the  United  Slates,  he  is  entitled 
to  remove  his  cause  instanter, 

Mr.  TH  UBM  AN.  The  only  case  I  recollect 
about  that  act  of  1863  is  where  a  man  is  sued 
for  doing  something  under  color  of  authority  of 
the  United  States.  That  is  what  it  is.  It  does 
not  apply  to  actions  of  ejectment  for  land  at 
all.  it  was  an  act  passed  for  the  benefit  of 
military  officers  and  other  officers.  This  case 
stands  on  the  old  law.  Then  what  is  the  con- 
sequence of  that?  The  consequence  is  that 
the  only  way  the  case  could  be  got  into  a 
Federal  court  is  by  carrying  it  to  the  highest 
State  court,  and  then  if  the  decision  in  that 
court  is  against  the  title  set  up  under  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  case  can  betaken  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  But  when?  Only 
when  the  smoont  in  controversy  is  $2,000. 
Upon  reflection  I  find  I  was  wrong  in  suppos- 


ing that  $500  was  it.  If  this  amendment  of 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  adopted, 
no  man  whose  property  was  not  worth  $2,000 
can  have  the  benefit  of  this  law.  In  other 
words,  it  is  a  law  to  pay  rich  men,  and  not 
poor  men,  the  money  that  you  got  from  them 
and  gave  no  consideration  lor. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  There  has  been  consid- 
erable doubt  in  my  mind  and  in  the  minds  of 
the  Senate  hitherto,  whether  any  sach  act  as 
this  providing  for  going  back  to  fix  up  these 
tax  titles  in  favor  of  claimants,  onsht  to  be 
passed  at  all ;  but  the  farthest  that  the  Senate 
has  ever  gone  hitherto,  was  to  pass  a  bill  pro- 
viding as  we  have  by  this  amendment,  that  if 
the  party  recovered  (on  the  ground  of  a  defect 
in  the  proceedings)  against  another  in  a  United 
States  court,  so  as  to  show  that  there  had  been 
fair  play,  and  that  the  title  which  the  United 
States  had  granted  had  been  determined  by  its 
own  judicial  tribunals,  there  might  be  a  reim- 
bursement of  the.  tax.  Now,  the  Senators 
on  the  other  side  propose  to  overthrow  that 
barrier  entirely,  and  to  leave  it  to  the  State 
courts  in  the  various  insurrectionary  States 
to  determine,  (as  the^  would  in  almost  every 
instance,  I  think,  without  any  disrespect  to 
them,)  that  the  tax  title  was  good  for  nothing 
at  all,  and  give  the  lands  back. to  the  rebel, 
and  then  turn  around  to  the  other  man  who 
bought  them  and  say,  ^' Now  we  will  make  you 
good."     That  is  going  alto^ther  too  far. 

The  honorable  Senator  irom  Ohio  is  mis- 
taken in  saying  that  the  party  cannot  remove 
his  cause  into  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States.  The  right  of  removal  of  a  cause  does 
not  depend  on  the  sum  in  controversy;  it 
depends  upon  the  right  that  is  drawn  into 
dispute.  A  citizen  ma^  remove  a  cause,  be 
it  ever  so  small. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  What  act  does  the  Sen- 
ator allude  to  7 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  There  are  three  or  four, 
in  1866,  1867,  and  1868 ;  the  acta  have  been 
as  thick  as  bees  almost  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  1  never  undertake  to 
keep  up  with  all  the  acts  of  late.  What  is  the 
page? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  not  able  to  give  my 
friend  the  page  of  the  book  at  this  moment  as 
I  have  Brightly's  Digest  before  me.  There 
is  one  act,  1866,  that  I  believe  I  have  before 
me. 
Mr.  THURMAN.  What  page  in  Brightly  7 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.  First,  here  is  the  four- 
teenth volume  of  Statutes- at- Large,  eighth 
section  of  the  act  of  1866,  page  829.  I  have 
not  gone  over  this  for  some  time,  and  I  do  not 
know  that  this  quite  covers  the  point.  We  will 
see.  But  there  are  two  or  three  acta  subse- 
quent. The  substance  and  point  of  this  is  that 
wherever  a  party  claims  to  make  a  defense  in 
a  suit  bronght  against  him  in  a  State  court, 
upon  the  ground  that  he  was  exercising  a  right 
that  the  United  States  had  authorized  him  to 
exercise,  (as  they  have  in  a  tax  sale  to  take 
possession  of  the  land,)  he  may  make  his 
defense  in  the  United  States  court  and  have  a 
removal  at  any  time  before  trial.  That  act  of 
1866,  volume  fourteen,  page  829,  provides — 

**That  the  preoeding  acts  shall  be  taken  and 
deemed  as  eztendiog  to  and  embracing  all  oases 
arislDf .  or  which  may  hare  heretofore  arisen,  and 
all  suits  and  proceedings  heretofore  brought  and 
now  pending,  or  which  may  hereafter  bo  brought 
against  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  or  other 
person,  by  reason  of  any  acts  done  or  prooeedings 
bad  by  such  officer,  or  other  person,  under  author- 
ity or  color  of  the  act  of  1863  and  the  act  of  1864." 

It  then  goes  on  about  captured  and  aban- 
doned property,  and  a  variety  of  things : 

** Provided,  That  said  acts  or  proceedings  had  or 
done  shall  have  been  done  under  the  authority  or 
by  direction  of  the  ezeomive  Oovemment  of  the 
United  States." 


And  so  on.    Now,  take  the  act  of  1868- 


Mr.  SPENCER.  Will  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  give  way  for  an  executive  session  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  want  to  finish  what  I 
have  to  say  first. 

Mr.  TKUMBULL.     WiU  the  Senator  from 


Without  regtrd  to  ^ 

Without  regtrd  lo  il* 

I  deny  that  be  hat. 
Is  any  amount  tpec&i 

I  think  so. 
That  is  not  m;  recor 

I  do  notfiodiofingtij 


Vermont  allow  me  to  internipt  him  vhii^  • 
is  looking  for  that  statute?  I  should  :;ir 
inquire  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  if  uader*.- 
act  of  1789  a  partv  could  not  always  re?- 
his  case  from  the  nighest  judicial  tnbQL«:<  . 
State  court  into  the  United  States  court  i^; 
out  any  reference  whatever  to  the  amcM:. 
where  he  set  np  a  claim  under  the  Cobs .:. 
tion  or  laws  of  the  United  States,  uid  u  m 
decided  against  him  by  the  State  coon?  L'i 
the  amonnt  ever  have  anything  to  do  vi:t  t 
from  the  beginning  of  the  Govemoseotis  i» 
u  nder  the  judiciary  act  7  I  would  like  to  a  •« 
if  whenever  a  party  set  np  a  rigbt,  u  ^,zi 
be  the  case  in  this  instance,  under  tiie  \u 
laws,  and  the  State  courts  decided  tdTer^k 
the  right  claimed  under  the  law  or  tbe  Cn 
stitution  of  the  United  States,  there  buB> 
been  from  the  beginning  a  right  to  take  Ut 
case  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  UnvA 
States? 

Mr.  THURMAN. 
amount? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL, 
amount. 

Mr.  THURMAN. 

Mr.  TKUMBULL. 
in  the  act  of  1789? 

Mr.  THURMAN. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL, 
lection. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS, 
the  particular  passage  which,  io  nftnict'*. 
another  matter,  the  Senator  from  lodiaoiL'^ 
myself  were  considering  a  few  dsyisgo,  vbici 
provides  for  removing  actions  brought  ipii^ 
any  officer  of  the  united  Statea  or  oia 
person 

Mr.  THURMAN.     For  acts  dose. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  For  acts  dose,  if  bj 
friend  chooses  to  pat  in  that  pbnss ;  it  wxj 
be  in  the  statute. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     It  is. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  For  acU  dooe-l«t itbe 
so — under  the  authority  of  the  United  Swei 
or  its  executive  Government.  ^  Nov,  it  I 
bring  an  action  of  ejectment  against  mj  bot 
orable  friend  for  holding  agunst  lawsndri|i 
real  estate  to  which  I  am  entitled,  I  compiiii 
of  him  for  an  act  done  in  injury  to  mj  n^'- 
a  forcible  dispossession,  a  forcible  vithku|^ 
ing  by  tort,  by  an  aggressive  tort,  and  not  b; 
a  negligent  tort,  of  his  right.  Therefore,  bj 
honorable  friend,  I  do  not  think,  cso  qoi^ 
maintain  that  the  words  *'acts  done"  done: 
cover  the  forcible  holding  of  a  man'i  koQK 
against  his  wilL  If  that  is  not  an  set  dose.  1 
should  be  glad  to  know  what  is.  So  ibtt  iki 
effort  here  is,  (and  this  liule  $dOO  qo^^^lj 
not  the  real  point,)  though  it  is  not  understocd 
undoubtedly  by  the  Senators  who  sre  ^9^ 
ing,  the  effect  of  the  effort  here  is  to  tbrof 
down  the  barrier  entirely,  and  to  proride  thii 
the  State  courts  in  the  lately  iosorreciioBarf 
States  shall  have  complete  jurisdiction  t^  dii- 
possess  the  people  who  hold  titles  uodtr  u 
United  Siaten,  and  then  in  the  second  secuoa 
that  the  United  States  shall  foot  the  bill.  1 
am  not  for  it. 

Mr.  SPENCER.     I  move  that  the  ^ 

Croceed    to   the  consideratioD  of  exeeetire 
usiness. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  a^^  j^ 
minutes  spent  in  executive  session  the<K^ 
were  reopened,  and  (at  five  o'clock  andiweo^f 
eight  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Senate  sdjoiiroed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wednesday,  April  17, 1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  ^-J^^ 
by  the  Chaplain  of  theSenate,  Ker.  J.  F-  ^^' 
MAN,  D.  D,  .     1 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  wss  resd  n« 
approved. 

MBS.  R.  A.  KINNIDT. 

Mr.  SLOCOM,  by  unanimoss  cossest,  in- 
troduced a  biU  (H.  k  N©.  28»)for  th«  na» 
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Mrs.  R.  A.  Kennedy;  which  was  read  a 
$t  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit* 
i  oil  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ABRAHAM  P.  KTRB. 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
d  before  the  Hoase  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
-y  of  the  Interior,  in  compliance  with  the 
[uest  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
relation  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1223)  for  the 
ief  of  Abraham  P.  Eyre,  of  Philadelphia ; 
ich  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mill- 
y  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TRIAL  OF  THB  TROWBL  DAYONBT. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  nnanimons  .con- 
it,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
cretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution 

the  House  of  April  4,  1872,  in  relation  to 
i  experimental  trial  made  in  the  Army  of 
3  trowel  bayonet;  which  was  referred  to  the 
tmmittee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 

printed. 

CHBROKBB  TREATY. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
it,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
cretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the 
ct«?enth  article  of  the  treaty  of  19th  July, 
00,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
lerokee  nation  of  Indians;  which  was  re- 
rred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  and 
dered  to  be  printed. 

MAJOR  QBNERAL  BUBLL. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  cou- 
nt, laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter  from  the 
icretary  of  War,  in  answer  to  a  resolution  of 
arch  1,  1872,  in  relation  to  Major  General 
on  Carlos  Buell ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
)mmittee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
i  printed. 

IMPliOTEMBNT  OV  OHIO  RIVBR 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  cou- 
nt, laid  before  the  House  a  joint  resolution 
'  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  West  Vir- 
nia,  in  relation  to  an  appropriation  for  the 
iprovement  of  the  Ohio  river ;  which  was 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

CLAIM  OF  CHICKASAW  NATION. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
tnt,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
icretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the 
aim  of  the  Chickasaw  nation  for  interest  due 
1  certain  State  stock  belonging  to  the  Chick- 
;aw  nation  fund ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
ommittee  on  Indian  Affiurs,  and  ordered  to 
i  printed. 

RBPAIR  OF  OOYBRNMBNT  BUILDING. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
Dt,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from'  the 
^cretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  an  additional 
)propriation  for  the  modification,  renovation, 
id  repair  of  the  Government  building  at  the 
»rner  of  F  and  Seventeenth  streets ;  which  was 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
id  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BOUNTY  FOR  KNLI8TBD  8LATBS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  cou- 
nt, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
icretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  bounties  for 
aves  who  enlisted  in  the  Army  ;  which  was 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affurs, 
id  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DKPKKDATI0N8  OF  CHBTBNNB  INDIANS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
!nt,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
ecretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the 
aims  of  John  Sonne,  AnnaHolborn,  George 
lemming,  and  William  Keisten,  on  account 
f  the  depredations  of  Cheyenne  Indians  in 
^67 ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
f  Claims. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
mt,  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
ecretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the 
laim  of  Barlow,  Sanderaon  in  Co.,  (Southern 


Overland  Mail  Company,)  on  account  of  dep- 
redations committed  by  Cheyenne  Indians  in 
1867 ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Claims. 

COLLBCTOR  AT  PORT  T0WN8BND. 

The  SPEAKpiR  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasunr,  in  further  response 
to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  February  2, 
1872.  in  relation  to  the  collector  of  customs 
at  Port  Townsend,  Washington  Territory  ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DBPRBDATI0N8  BY  KIOWA  INDIANS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  in  relation  to  the 
claim  of  S.  A.  Wood  on  account  of  depreda- 
tions by  Kiowa  Indians  in  1870 ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

CONTESTBD   BLBGTION — NIB  LACK   VS.  WALLS. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  papers  in  the  con- 
tested-election case  of  Niblack  vs.  Walls,  State 
of  Florida ;  which  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections. 

C0NTB8TED   BLECTION— 0IDDING8  VS.  CLARK. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  papers  in  the  con- 
tested-election case  of  QiddingsM.  Clark,  third 
congressional  district  of  Texas ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

CORRBCTION. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee.  I  rise  to 
make  a  correction.'  In  the  Daily  Globe  of  this 
morning,  in  regard  to  the  bill  for  the  St.  Croix 
and  Lake  Superior  railroad,  I  am  reported  as 
not  voting  on  the  motion  to  recede  from  the 
amendments  of  the  House.  I  do  not  know 
how  it  may  appear  on  the  Journal,  but  I  voted 
in  the  negative. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  distinctly  re- 
members that  the  gentleman  voted  in  the  neg- 
ative after  the  roll-call  was  completed,  and  bis 
vote  was  so  recorded.  He  is  recorded  on  the 
motion  to  recede  as  voting  in  the  negative, 
and  on  the  motion  to  adhere  as  voting  in  the 
affirmative. 

DBNVKR  AND  BIO  GRANDB  BAILBOAD  COMPANY. 

Mr.  CHAFFEE.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  introduce  a  bill  granting  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  domain  to  the  Denver  and 
Rio  Grande  Railroad  Company,  and  ask  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Comnuttee  on  Railroads 
and  Canals. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  suggest  that  as  this 
bill  relates  to  a  grant  of  lands  it  had  better  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  CHAFFEE.  It  only  grants  the  right 
of  way. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  But  I  suppose  they 
will  want  depot  lands.  I  insist  it  should  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Publie  Lands. 

Mr.  CHAFFEE.  The  bill  merely  asks  the 
right  of  way  over  the  public  lands,  and  is  the 
same  as  any  other  bill  granting  the  right  of 
way  over  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  It  grants  depot  grounds, 
I  suppose. 

Mr.  CHAFFEE.  I  ask  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Railroads  and  Canals. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  requires  unanimous 
consent  to  introduce  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Then  I  object  to  its 
introduction. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Colo- 
rado can  introdupe  the  bill  during  the  call  on 
Monday. 

THOMAS  M.  REDD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCKLEY,  by  unanimous 
consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  692)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  M.  Redd  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred 


to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  not  to  be  brought 
back  by  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

ORDER  OF  BUaiNBSS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  demand  the 
regular  order  of  business,  for  the  reason  that 
if  we  get  through  the  morning  hour  we  can 
probably  pass  an  appropriation  bill  before  the 
special  order  comes  up. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  re^lar  order  of  busi- 
ness being  called  for,  the  bill  reported  by  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
comes  up,  and  which  was  to  be  in  order  imme- 
diately after  the  Journal  of  the  House  was  read. 
It  was  about  to  reach  a  vote  upon  engrossment 
and  third  reading  yesterday  when  it  was  barred 
by  a  special  order. 

The  Clerk  read  the  title  of  the  bill, as  follows: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2324)  to  resalate  the  seizare  and 
examioation  of  invoices,  books,  and  papers  In  cus- 
toms revenue  oases. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  pending  amendment 
is  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Maine, 
[Mr.  Hale,]  to  add  at  the  end  of  section  one 
what  the  Clerk  will  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

And  there  shall  hereafter  be  no  seixure  nor  exam- 
ination of  private  books  and  papers  for  the  purposes 
of  discovering  frauds  upon  the  revenue,  except  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Mr.  HALE.  I  would  prefer  that  it  should 
come  in. 

Mr.  DAWES.  I  see  no  objection  to  it, 
although  I  think  it  is  unnecessary. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KERR.  I  propose  to  amend  section 
nine  by  inserting  after  the  word  ** business,'' 
in  line  four,  the  words  **or  who  shall  pur- 
posely  give,  or  cause  to  be  given  to  any  person 
or  persons  other  than  the  proper  court  or 
officers  thereof,  or  the  proper  officers  of  the 
Government,  any  information  of  the  contents 
of  any  invoices,  books,  or  papers  seized  under 
the  provisions  of  this  act;'^  so  that  it  will 
read,  '*that  any  officer  or  person  offending  aa 
aforesaid,  or  who  shall,  by  virtue  of  any  war- 
rant issued  under  this  act,  unnecessarily  harass, 
injure,  or  interrupt  any  person  or  firm  in  the 
prosecution  of  his  or  their  lawful  business,  or 
who  shall  purposely  give,  or  cause  to  be  given, 
to  any  person  or  persons  other  than  the  proper 
court  or  officers  tnereof,  or  the  proper  officers 
of  the  Government,  any  information  of  the 
contents  of  any  invoices,  books,  or  papers 
seized  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall 
be  answerable  therefor  to  such  person  or  firm 
in  an  action  on  the  case,''  &c. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOAR.  There  are  no  copies  of  this 
bill  printed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  was  ordered  to 
be  printed,  but  the  Pnblic  Printer  has  not  yet 
furnished  them. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  want  to  amend  the  eleventh 
line  of  section  three  by  inserting  after  the  word 
'* shall"  the  words  *4f  desired  by  the  own- 
ers ;"  so  that  it  will  read,  **  the  officer  execut- 
ing such  warrant  shall,  if  desired  by  the  owner, 
immediately  inclose  and  seal  every  book,  in- 
voice, or  paper  so  seized  in  such  manner  that 
the  same  cannot  be  inspected  or  examined 
without  breaking  or  removing  such  seal." 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  the  bill  now  stand9,  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  the  officer,  whenever  such 
seizure  is  made,  to  seal  up  all  the  books  and 
papers  of  the  party  absolutely,  so  that  they 
cannot  be  opened  or  inspected  for  any  pur- 
pose without  the  order  of  the  court.  Of 
course  the  purpose  of  the  section  was  simply 
to  prevent  the  private  basiness  of  the  firm 
being  exposed  unnecessarily  to  those  persona 
who  may  have  an  interest  in  examining  them, 
and  certainly  it  is  not  proposed  to  seize  the 
books  of  men  engaged  in  extensive  basiness« 
and  shut  them  out  from  their  own  inspection 
and  that  of  their  agents,  perhaps  for  months, 
where  they  may  have  no  possibility  of  examin* 
lug  them  for  the  ordinary  exigencies  of  their 
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bnainess.    Now  it  seems  to  me  the  bill  should 
be  amended  by  adding  in  line  twelve,  page  8, 
after  the  wotd  **  shall/'  the  words  **if  desired 
by  the  owners/' 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  DA  wES  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRSSKRVATION  OF  F0&BST8. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  now  call  for 
the  regular  order  oi  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness being  called  for,  the  morning  hour  now 
begins  at  twenty-four  minutes  past  twelve 
o'clock.  The  first  business  in  order  is  the  call 
of  committees  for  reports,  the  call  resting  at 
the  close  of  the  morning  hour  on  Thursday 
last  with  the  Committee  on  Agriculture.  The 
House  will  now  resume  the  consideration  of  a 
bill  reported  from  that  committee  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Haloeman,] 
being  House  bill  No.  2197,  to  encourage  the 
planting  of  trees,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
woods  on  the  public  domain  now  held  by  the 
United  States,  upon  which  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  when  the 
mornine  hour  expired  on  Thursday  last  I  was 
proceeding  to  state  some  of  the  scientific  and 
practical  conditions  which  must  compel  from 
the  Federal  Government  active  interference 
for  the  preservation  of  existing  timber  and 
the  cultivation  of  young  forests  upon  the  pub- 
lic domain.  Sooner  or  later  action  will  be 
had.  Trivial  objections  or  interested  opposi- 
tion cannot  prevent  the  enactment  of  still  more 
stringent  laws  than  those  contemplated  by  this 
bill.  This  is  not  a  measure  for  railroads  or 
corporations,  a  land  grant  or  a  subsidy.  It  is 
a  measure  tor  the  people  who  shall  in  the 
future  inhabit  this  continent. 

It  has  been  said  that  were  it  not  for  the  Gulf 
stream,  which  with  its  immense  mass  of  warm 
water  impinges  upon  the  western  shores  of  the 
British  islands,  modifying  their  climate  and 
adding  to  their  bealthfulness,  that  then  Milton 
and  Shakspeare  had  not  lived  and  instructed 
and  astonished  mankind;  sol  have  deduced 
from  my  investigations,  as  the  briefest  results 
arrived  at  from  the  comparison  of  a  thousand 
facts  and  observations,  that  the  future  char- 
acter, mental  and  physical,  of  the  American 
people  is  largely  dependent  upon  the  amount 
and  proper  distribution  of  her  future  forests. 

I  regard  this  bill  as  an  initial  tentative  meas- 
ure in  reference  to  a  subject  the  importance 
of  which  cannot  be  overestimated.  It  is  not 
so  searching  in  its  provisions  as  I  might  det 
sire,  and  may  be  faulty.  But  I  am  anxious 
for  its  passage  by  Congress,  because  it  will  call 
the  attention  of  the  States  and  Territories  in 
an  authoritative  form  to  the  pressing  necessity 
of  immediate  local  and  national  legislation  in 
reference  to  a  subject  hitherto  only  a  little  un- 
derstood on  this  continent.  Notliing  like  the 
severe  and  comprehensive  forest  laws  of  Eng- 
land, France,  Germany,  and  other  European 
countries  is  here  contemplated.  Upon  the 
contrary,  I  only  aim  to  accomplish  what  the 
General  Government  may  safely  do  without 
the  possibility  of  discouraging  the  rapid  settle- 
ment of  the  far  West.  And  if  in  practice  it 
shall  be  found  that  we  may  go  still  further,  it 
will  be  easy  to  supplement  wis  by  subsequent 
legislation  and  correct  any  errors  of  details. 
Meanwhile,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  State  and 
territorial  Legislatures  will  join  their  efforts  to 
those  of  Congress  in  warding  off  the  national 
disasters  sure  to  flow  years  hence  from  the 
ruthless  and  indiscriminate  destruction  of  for- 
ests without  corresponding  .  and   systematic 


efforts  to  supply,  by  planting  and  cultivation, 
an  eaual  quantity  of  woods  and  timber. 

All  the  countries  of  Europe  and  Asia  have 
had  this  subject,  both  in  ancient  and  modern 
times,  brought  forcibly  to  their  attention,  and 
have  applied  remedies  of  different  character 
aud  degree  of  efficiency.  Hereafler,  even  in 
well-wooded  Russia,  on  account  of  the  rapid 
consumption  of  the  forests,  no  other  fuel  than 
coal  will  be  permitted  to  be  used  on  railroads. 
In  Japan  there  is  a  comprehensive  law  which 
compels  every  man  cutting  down  a  tree  on  his 
land  to  immediately  plant  another.  In  Prus- 
sia every  county  or  kreis  has  its  forests,  and 
over  these  so-called  Crown  lands  or  domains 
there  is  an  obcr-firster,  or  chief  forester,  who 
must  see  to  the  planting  and  fencing  for  seven 
years  of  what  is  called  a  *^  preserve"  or 
scJiffnungt  which  it  is  popularly  considered  the 
height  of  sacrilege  by  the  people  to  mutilate 
or  injure,  even  to  the  extent  of  a  whip-stick 
or  walking-cane.  In  France  the  forests  enjoy 
the  most  careful  and  scrutinizing  public  care. 
The  laws  reach  public  and  private  lands.  The 
planting  of  trees  upon  the  lowlands,  upon 
mountain  slopes,  and  upon  the  river  margins 
for  the  various  purposes  of  preventing  droughts, 
attracting  rain-fall,  dispersing  miasmatic  ex- 
halations, insuring  the  regukrity  and  dura- 
bility of  springs,  or  providing  against  devas- 
tating freshets  is  encouraged  by  Government 
aid  and  by  most  careful  and  well- digested  pro- 
]  visions  or  laws,  made  under  the  supervision 
of  an  important  bureau  of  the  Government, 
that  of  forests.  We  may  not  imitate  French 
exactitude  in  this  country,  but  the  care  taken 
by  that  Government,  by  England,  and  by  other 
countries,  shows  how  deeply  they  feel  the 
importance  of  the  subject. 

In  those  localities  where  there  has  been  no 
well-digested  system  of  sylviculture  or  tree 
preservation  deplorable  have  been  the  conse- 

?iuences.  Persia,  a  country  singularly  void  of 
oresta,  has  now  for  several  years  past  been 
the  victim  of  droughts  and  of  famine.  In 
India  it  is  only  over  those  very  large  tracts 
which  are  without  iungle  or  woods  that  great 
droughts,  to  be  followed  necessarily  by  great 
famines,  frequently  occur.  Indeed,  it  has  been 
witnessed  that  during  the  monsoon,  or  rainv 
season,  plenty  of  rain  fell  in  lower  Beneaf, 
while  in  the  interior,  where  the  land  is  free 
from  forests,  consuming  droughts  prevailed. 
In  Syria  it  is  probable  that  the  great  change 
from  the  prosperity  of  the  large,  energetic, 
and  enterprising  population  of  the  biblical 
times,  to  the  sparse,  inert,  impoverished,  and 
degraded  inhabitants  of  the  present  day,  has 
been  the  result  of  the  almost  total  destruction 
of  the  forests.  I  have  ridden  in  the  dry  bed 
of  what  in  former  times  were  historic  rivers, 
one  day,  and  on  the  next,  afler  a  violent  storm, 
have  beheld  in  them  roaring  torrents.  Where 
formerly  there  existed  wells,  or  perennial 
springs,  there  are  now  none,  or  only  spas- 
modic sources  of  water  supply. 

It  is  probable  that  the  decay  of  Greece  had 
its  remote  but  vital  cause  in  the  cutting  down 
of  the  forests  below  the  point  necessary  for  the 
preservation  of  a  truly  healthful  climate,  fer- 
tile soil,  and  proper  distribution  of  rain  and 
springs.  Turkey,  Italy,  and  Spain  are  now 
suffering  from  the  same  improvidence,  and 
even  iu  this  young  continent  we  are  already 
beginning  to  feel  the  same  injurious  changes 
of  climate  and  of  soil  which  the  older  inhab- 
ited portions  of  the  world  have  suffered.  The 
annual  rain-fall  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts 
is  said  to  have  diminished  one  half  within  the 
present  century.  The  Agawam  river,  formerly 
a  considerable  stream,  has  now  become  quite 
insignificant.  L^arge  areas  that  were  once  pro- 
ductive farm  lands  are  no  loDger  worked. 
Many  of  the  streams  of  New  York  have, 
within  the  memory  of  those'  now  living,  lost  in 
volume  and  regularity  of  flow.  Clubs  aud  the 
public  press  are  calling  upon  the  Legislature 
to  interpose  for  the  protection  of  the  north 


woods  in  the  State  of  New  York,  becaue  zi^ 
woods  form  now  a  natorml  receiving  ted  i 
tributing  reservoir  for  the  whole  easiera  &• 
of  the  State,  which  equalizes  the  flow  of  wml^ 
in  the  Hudson,  keeping  thaX  noble  riyer  zj^t 
gable,  by  preventing  an  alternation  of  or^^: 
and  flood,  which  would  make  it  companti-- 
useless  fur  navigation,  and  entail  we^in  .. 
tress  upon  all  the  dwellers  alcmg  its  hkz-^- 
The  western  States  which  have  not  yt:  l«?-=. 
reached  by  the  advancing  columa  of  :;«*» 
which  follow  slowly  in  the  wake  of  the  ti^  . 
population,  appreciate  still  more  tluc  z^- 
inhabitants  of^tne  Atlantic  slope  the  necei*  \ 
of  some  active  legislative  interierefice.  T4  -. 
droughts,  Uie  violent  winds,  the  freshets.  :tr 
absence  of  springs,  and  the  needs  of  aoi^*?^ 
civilization,  have  all  conspired  to  romK  ti- 
people  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska  aodlovmijii 
California  to  efforts  tending  to  a  parttti  tfta- 
edy  for  the  evil. 

It  is  the  object  of  this  bill  to  suppleoiR: 
their  efforts,  and  it  is  the  object  of  ziis^ 
remarks  to  impress  upon  the  public  nu&d  Lr- 
incalculable  importance  of  speedy  and  c^jm^ 
hensive  action.  We  cannot  overrate  the  r*- 
dom  which  prompts  LegisLatnres  and  Co^re^ 
to  foster  or  preserve  in  every  countxy  dc^ 
growth  of  forests  in  large  tracts.  A  coiia:..^ 
of  the  highest  scientific  aathoritiea  upas  '.at 
subject  develops  evidence  which  may  be  ^^ 
garded  as  unimpeachable  that  great  pj^ 
ical  and  climatic  evils  flow  from  the  too  ir> 
destruction  of  the  woods  which  natare  zm 
scattered  with  so  liberal  a  hand  over  a  lap 
portion  of  the  earth's  sarfiaee.  Aside  tri'S 
all  considerations  of  beaatj  and  otilitj.  u  & 
shown  that  trees  promote  : 

1.  Mildness  and  equability  of  climate; 

2.  A  sufficient  rain-fall,  and  freedom  £rea 
wasting  droughts ; 

8.  The  volume  of  rivers  and  their  easj  osr- 
igation  ; 

4.  Abundance  and  durability  of  bmLhtC 
springs ; 

6.  Freedom  from  miasmatic  diseases; 

6.  A  permanent  check  upon  innndaooni 
and  destructive  freshets. 

From  the  multitude  of  testimony  goinf  t} 
show  the  beneficial  effects  upon  climate.  n:&- 
fall,  freedom  from  droughts,  volume  of  nvtst, 
and  the  durability  of  springs,  through  the  m 
toration  of  forests  by  planting,  I  will  addsce  % 
few  examples.  Many  large  tracts  in  Scot;aad 
have  been  planted  with  trees,  and  the  moisten 
which  had  before  deserted  the  neigbbons^ 
fields  has  been  restored.  Travelers  in  S«fi 
Domingo,  Trinidad,  Martinique,  and  other 
West  Iiidia  islands,  describe  the  deplorable 
consequences  of  increasing  heat  and  ariditv  itf 
soil,  which  have  resulted  from  the  felling  of 
the  forests.  In  Egypt,  both  at  Alexandra 
and  in  the  neighbornooa  of  Cairo,  rain  seldoa 
formerly  fell ;  and  during  the  Napoleonic  expe- 
dition of  1798  it  did  not  rain  for  sixteen  months, 
but  it  is  within  my  own  personal  experieeor 
that  since  the  great  plantations  of  forests  bv 
Mehemet  Ali  and  Ibrahim  Pacha,  showers  are 
frequent  in  the  Delta ;  and  even  at  Cairo  the 
rain-fall  is  oflen  copious  in  the  winter  monihd. 
Sa^s  Mr.  Babinet  in  his  lectorea  **  Sor  )m 
Sciences  d' Observation :" 

"  A  few  yean  Bgo  it  never  rained  in  low«r  Esjts. 

The  constant  north  winds  passed  withoat  ob«crae^ 
tioQ  over  a  surface  bare  of  vecetation.  Bst  SiSM 
the  plan  tins  oat  of  larf  e  forests  an  ob«t«fele  ku  bees 
interposed  to  the  current  of  air  from  the  north.  X^t 
air  thus  checked  aocnmalates,  dilates,  eooU.  a&4 
yields  rain.  The  forests  of  the  Vossee  and  Ardee- 
nes  prodnce  the  same  effects  in  the  northeas  of 
Frunce,  and  send  us  a  ffreat  river,  the  Mease,  whiek 
is  as  remarkable  for  its  volame  aa  for  the  sasH 
extent  of  its  basin." 

To  produce  rain  it  is  literally  true  that  a  fisr 
est  is  as  good  as  a  mountain.  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  Palestine,  of  which  I  bsT« 
already  spoken,  and  other  regions  of  Asia  sod 
northern  Africa,  once  the  granaries  of  Eurofw. 
fertile  and  populous,  are  now  deserts  of  8t^'« 
soil,  solely  in  conseqaenoe  of  the  destrodiofi 
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f  their  forests.  In  southern  EVance  many 
$gioD8  have  beeome  barren  wastes  of  stone 
oiu  the  same  cause;  and  the  vine  and  olive 
ave  suffered  severely  from  the  denuding  of 
le  mountain  sides.  In  Germany,  in  latter 
sars,  the  peasants  who  inhabit  the  district 
'ing  between  the  Spree  and  the  Oder,  corn- 
lain  that  the  extensive  clearing  off  of  forests 
as  caused  a  most  serious  diminution  of  yield 
I  the  clover  crop.  Boussingault,  in  his  Rural 
Iconomy,  having  devoted  much  careful  atten- 
on  to  this  subject,  says : 

**  In  my  jadgment  it  is  settled  that  very  large 
earingfl  must  diminish  the  annual  fall  of  rain  in  a 
>untry." 

Monestier  Savignat,  in  his  £tude  Sur  les 
Sauz,  testifies  as  follows : 

**  Forests  on  the  one  hand  diminish  evaporation; 
a  the  other  the  act  of  the  atmosphere  has  refriger- 
ting  causes.  It  is  established  in  wooded  countries 
lat  it  rains  oftener.  and  that  the  quantity  of  rain 
eing  equal  they  are  more  humid." 

At  Heilsbronn,  on  the  Neckar,  near  which 
passed  some  months  a  student  in  my  earlier 
le,  I  witnessed  the  truth  of  what  Hummel, 

I  his  Physical  Geography,  states: 

**The  iDflueoee  of  forests  upon  springs  is  strik- 
oely  shown  by  an  instance  at  Heilsbronn.  The 
'oods  on  the  hill  surrounding  that  town  are  cut 
very  twentieth  year.  The  springs  then  yield  less 
ater.  some  of  them  none  at  all;  but  as  the  young 
rowth  of  trees  shoots  up  again  they  flow  more  and 
lore  freely,  and  at  length  bubble  up  again  in  all 
tieir  original  abundance." 

A  French  authority,  Cantegril,  says  of  a  cer- 
siin  French  commune,  that  its  people  had 
•een  long  noted  for  their  opposition  to  forest 
^ws.  The  woods  in  that  commune  had  been 
uined  bv  spoliation,  and  the  soil  was  nearly 
»are.  The  result  was  that  the  manufactories 
rem  which  a  large  share  of  the  people  received 
beir  support  were  almost  deprived  of  water  at 
ertain  seasons,  while  at  others  the  violence  of 
be  fioods  was  such  that  they  were  obliged  to 
top  their  machinery  for  sometime.  At  length, 

II  1870,  the  municipal  authorities  succeeded  in 
nlightcning  the  people  as  to  their  real  inter- 
8t3,  protected  by  greater  vigilance  and  re- 
lewed  by  fresh  replantation,  the  forests  have 
•een  steadily  improving;  and  in  direct propor- 
ion  to  this  restoration  of  the  woods  the  man- 
.factories  have  been  restored  to  their  former 
dvantages.  There  are  no  sudden  floods,  no 
3og  droughts.  The  fulleries  are  no  longer 
ompelled  to  suspend  work  in  the  summer 
eason. 

M.  Becqueral,  in  a  recent  admirable  mag- 
zine  article  respecting  forests  and  their  cli- 
latic  influence,  says: 

"Forests  also  contribute  to  the  formation  of 
prings.  not  only  by  reason  of  the  humidity  which 
tiey  produce  and  the  obstacles  which  they  oppose 
)  the  evaporation  of  the  water  which  Calls  on  the 
arfkoe.  but  further  because  of  the  roots  of  the  trees, 
'hich.  by  dividing  the  soil,  render  it  more  pervious 
nd  thus  facilitate  infiltration.  A  great  number  of 
lustrative  examples  have  been  cited,  but  we  shall 
ere  adduce  only  a  few  which  may  be  regarded  as 
mong  the  most  remarkable. 

**  Strabo  informs  us  that  it  was  necessary  to  take 
reat  precautions  to  prevent  the  country  of  fiaby- 
»Dia  from  being  submerged.  The  Euphrates,  which 
egins  to  swell,  he  tells  us,  at  the  close  of  spring, 
hen  the  snows  melt  on  the  mountains  of  Armenia, 
verflows  at  the  beginning  of  summer,  and  would 
ecGssarily  form  vast  accumulations  of  water  on  the 
iltivated  lands  were  not  thesuperflux  turned  aside 

V  means  of  trenches  and  canals.  This  state  of 
lings  exists  no  longer.  M.  Oppert,  who  some  years 
;o  traveled  through  Babylonia,  reports  that  the 
olume  of  water  conveyed  by  the  Euphrates  is  much 
tss  than  in  past  ages,  that  inundations  no  longer 
Msur,  that  the  canaJs  are  dry,  the  marshes  exhausted 

V  the  great  heats  of  summer,  and  that  the  country 
IS  ceased  to  be  insalubrious.  This  retreat  of  the 
atera  can  only  be  attributed,  as  he  found  means  to 
itiafy  himself,  to  the  clearing  away  of  the  forests 
1  the  mountains  of  Armenia. 

"The  effects  in  question,  though  denied  by  some, 
'0  not  the  less  incontestible,  as  is  shown  by  exam- 
ea  which  I  proceed  to  report,  and  which  rest  upon 
>i<ervations  worthy  of  entire  confidence. 
**  De  Saussnre  (  Voyaoe  dann  U»  Afpet,  t.  ii,  ch.  16) 
Dg  ago  pointed  out  the  diminution  of  water  in  the 
kca  of  Switserland,  especially  in  Lakes  Morat, 
eufch&tel,  and  Bienne,  as  a  consequence  of  the 
earing  awa^  of  the  forests.  Choiseul  Gouffier  was 
)t  able  to  distinguish  in  the  Troad  the  river  Sca- 
ander,  which  was  still  navigable  in  the  time  of 
lioy.  Its  bed  is  now  entirely  dry;  bat  the  cedars 
BO,  which  covered  Mount  Ida.  whence  it  took  its 
ar«a.  as  well  as  the  fiimois,  exist  no  longer. 


"M.  Bonssingan1t,(  AniMi/««  de  ChimieeteUPhfme, 
t,  xiv,  p.  113.)  who  studied  this  subject  during  nis 
sojourn  in  Bolivia,  selected  as  the  subject  of  his  ob- 
servations the  lakes  situated  in  the  plains  or  on 
different  steps  of  the  mountains.  The  valley  of 
Aragua,  province  of  Venesuela,  situated  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  coast,  has  a  very  favorable  climate, 
and  is  of  great  fertility.  It  is  dosed  in  on  every  side, 
the  rivers  which  traverse  it  having  no  issue  towara 
the  ocean ;  by  their  union  they  u>rm  the  lake  of 
Tacarigua  or  Valenciana,  which,  at  the  time  when 
Humboldt  saw  it,  had  been  nnderguing  for  some 
tbirtv  years  a  gradual  desiccation,  the  cause  of 
which  was  unknown.  Oviedo.  the  historian  of  Ven- 
ezuela in  the  sixteenth  century,  relates  that  the  city 
of  Nueva  Valencia  was  founded  in  1555,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  half  a  leasrne  from  the  lake  of  Tacarigua, 
from  which,  when  Humboldt  was  there  in  1800,  it 
was  distant  twenty-seven  hundred  toises,  (three  and 
a  third  miles,)  a  proof  of  the  retreat  of  the  waters 
confirmed  by  a  number  of  facts.  According  to  the 
celebrated  traveler  Just  named,  the  diminution  of 
the  waters  was  directly  attributable  to  the  clearing 
away  of  nnmernus  forests. 

**  In  1822  M.  Boussingault  learned  of  the  inhabit- 
ants that  the  waters  of  the  lake  had  exhibited  a 
very  sensible  elevation :  lands  which  were  before 
cultivated  were  then  submerged.  It  is  to  be  noted 
that  for  the  term  of  twenty- two  years  previous  the 
valley  had  been  the  theater  of  bloody  contests  dur- 
ing the  war  of  independence;  the  population  had 
been  decimated,  the  lands  had  remained  untilled, 
and  the  forests,  which  grow  with  prodigious  rapid- 
ity under  the  tropics,  had  eventually  occupied  a 
great  part  of  the  country.  We  see  here  the  influ- 
ence of  woods  on  the  quantity  of  water  which  flows 
or  settles  in  a  country,  since  lakes  which  had  been 
exhausted  by  the  removal  of  forests  were  again 
replenished  by  their  restoration." 

Speaking  of  a  French  city  and  canton,  the 
same  writer  remarks: 

**  The  Romans  were  able  to  bring  to  Orleans  the 
waters  of  the  fountain  of  Etuv6e,  which  at  the  pres- 
ent time  is  entirely  dried  up.  Extensive  excava- 
tions, made  within  a  few  years,  have  brought  to 
light  the  foundations  of  Roman  constructions  where 
no  source  of  water  any  longer  exists;  a  stream, 
moreover  to  the  east  of  Orleans,  which  contributed 
to  the  defense  of  the  city  during  the  siege  in  142S, 
and  which  was  considerable  enough  to  turn  mills, 
has  completely  disappeared.  Now,  on  that  side  of 
Orleans  there  were  great  forests,  which  have  been 
cleared  away.  In  eonseqnenoe  of  these  clearings  the 
wells  of  the  city  have  continued  to  yield  less  and 
less  water,  so  that  the  municipal  administration  has 
been  obliged,  within  a  few  years,  to  incnr  an  ex- 
pense of  300,000  francs  ($60,000)  in  order  to  bring 
potable  water  from  the  source  of  the  Loiret. 

**  In  the  canton  of  Ch&tillon-sur-Loing  there  is  a 
commune  called  Sainte-Gonevidve-des-Bois,  which 
would  appear  to  have  been  once  a  tract  of  forest, 
bat  which  presents  to-day  only  small  groves  scat- 
tered here  and  there.  A  stream  formerly  flowed  at 
the  foot  of  the  town  where  at  present  exists  only 
its  dried  bed,  never  containing  water  except  in 
winter." 

Says  Mr.  W.  W.  Johnson,  in  an  article 
published  in  the  Smithsonian  report  of  1870 
respecting  the  **  distribution  of  forest  trees 
in  Montana,  Idaho,  and  Washington '^  Terri- 
tories : 

"  Living,  as  I  have  for  several  sammen.  under 

canvas,  and  my  business  calling  my  attention  to  the 
clouds  and  the  trees,  my  experience  there  corrobo- 
rates my  observation  in  Walla- Walla,  as  showing 
that  the  showers  of  summer  are  of  much  more  fre- 
quent occurrence  alouf  the  mountain  sides,  and  are 
always  of  longer  duration  amongthe  timbered  peaks 
and  foot-hills,  than  in  the  lower  and  treeless  por- 
tions of  the  country." 

A  letter  of  William  G.  Bryant,  the  well- 
known  author  and  journalist,  contains  the 
following  pertinent  remarks : 

**  It  is  a  common  observation  that  our  summers 
are  becom  ing  dryer,  and  our  streams  smaller.  Take 
the  Cuyahoga  as  an  illustration.  Fifty  years  ago. 
large  barges  loaded  with  goods  went  up  and  down 
that  river.  Now,  in  the  ordinary  stage  of  the  water, 
a  canoe  or  skiff  can  hardly  pass  down  the  stream. 
Many  a  boat  of  fifty  tons  burden  has  been  built  and 
loaded  in  the  Tuscarawas,  at  New  Portage,  and 
sailed  to  New  Orleans  without  breaking  bulk.  Now, 
the  river  hardly  affords  a  supply  of  water  at  New 
Portage  for  the  canal.  The  same  may  be  said  of 
other  streams.  '  They  are  drying  up.  And  from  the 
same  oause— the  destruction  of  our  rorests— our  sum- 
mers are  growing  dryer,  and  our  winters  colder." 

It  needs  only  to  suggest  the  familiar  fact 
that  the  navigation  of  the  Ohio,  the  Missis- 
sippi, the  Tennessee,  the  Cumberland,  and  a 
multitude  of  smaller  rivers  thfit  might  be 
named,  has  been  met  by  constantly  increasing 
obstructions,  and  the  volume  of  water  has 
continually  decreased  ever  since  Uie  thick  for- 
ests which  once  lined  their  banks  have  been 
swept  away.  And,  as  confirmatory  of  the  gen- 
eral observation,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the 
river  Volga,  in  Russia,  has  within  the  present 
century  seemtd  to  be  drying  up,  so  that  the 


people  who  inhabit  its  banks,  and  the  Govern- 
ment, have  become  anxious  respecting  the 
future  of  this  long  navigable  river. 

Another  important  effect  of  forests  is  to 
diminish  the  frequency  and  the  violence  of 
river  floods  and  freshets ;  and  this  action  of 
woods  is  not  less  important  to  public  wealth 
than  in  securing  the  permanence  of  natural 
fountains,  or  attracting  a  natural  and  copious 
rain-fall.  The  principle  involved  in  prevent- 
ing inundations,  or  diminishing  their  ravages, 
is  a  simple  one.  Any  cause  which  absorbs 
largely  of  water  precipitated  upon  the  earth's 
surface  in  sudden  and  heavy  rains  must  check 
the  formation  of  torrents  and  diminish  the 
rise  of  rivers.  This  is  done  in  the  case  of  the 
thick  growths  of  trees  by  arresting  a  large 
share  of  the  fall,  which  would  otherwise  form 
surface  water,  absorbing  it  in  leaves,  branches, 
trunks,  and  roots,  and  slowly  transmitting  it 
to  the  surrounding  soil.  The  surface  of  a 
forest  can  never  pour  forth  such  deluges  of 
water  as  flow  from  uncovered  soil.  Vegetable 
mold  (known  as  humus)  is  capable  of  absorb- 
ing almost  twice  its  own  weight  of  water,  and 
the  soil  in  a  forest  of  deciduous  trees  is  com- 
posed of  this  humus  to  the  depth  of  several 
inches,  frequently  several  feet. 

In  exact  accordance  with  these  scientific 
principles,  we  find  the  experience  of  countries 
where  inundations  are  the  most  frequent  and 
destructive.  The  Rhone  in  France  is  subject 
to  frequent  and  violent  overflows ;  and  these 
have  much  increased  since  the  cutting  down  of 
the  timber  which  once  lined  its  banks  through 
the  greater  part  of  its  course.  The  same  is 
true  of  the  Ard^che,  in  the  valley  of  which 
excessive  quantities  of  rain  have  fallen  for 
many  years.  In  1827  there  fell  in  one  day 
thirty-one  inches  of  water  In  1857  the  inun- 
dations in  the  south  of  France  were  so  destruc- 
tive as  to  be  foreyer  memorable.  The  original 
forests  in  which  the  valley  of  the  Ard^che 
formerly  abounded  have  been  rapidly  disap* 
pearing  for  years ;  and  the  terrific  v:  3leuce 
of  the  inundations  which  have  since  iaid  it 
waste  is  ascribed  by  French  scientists  to  that 
cause  mainly.  One  third  of  the  area  it  waters 
had  already,  in  1848,  become  absolutely  barren 
because  of  clearing;  and  new  torrents  were 
continually  forming  to  cover  vast  areas  of 
heretofore  fertile  lands  with  their  debris  in  the 
form  of  sand  and  gravel.  In  May,  1856,  most 
of  the  river  basins  of  France  were  inundated 
to  an  extraordinary  height.  A  million  acres 
in  the  Loire  valley  were  laid  under  water,  and 
nearly  the  same  amount  in  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone;  and  the  amount  of  pecuniary  damage 
inflicted  was  almost  incalculable.  These  inun* 
dations  destroy  harvests,  extensive  enough  to 
become  objects  of  national  interest,  besides 
sweeping  away  farm  buildings  ana  human 
habitations,  and  even  destroying  life. 

The  summer  floods  in  the  United  States, 
although  never  yet  so  widely  destructive  as 
those  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  have  become 
of  late  years  alarmingly  frequent.  In  the 
cleared  portions  of  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
where  the  physical  conformation  of  the  conn- 
try  along  the  streams  and  rivers  is  favorable 
to  the  intensity  of  rapidly  dashing  torrents, 
these  inundations  have  often  proved  exten- 
sively destructive.  If  the  pecuniary  damages 
resulting  from  river  inundations  in  America  do 
not  compare  in  magnitude  to  those  inflicted  in 
France,  it  is  owing  partly  to  the  fact  that  we 
have  not  stripped  the  borders  of  our  streams 
of  foliage  to  so  wide  an  extent,  and  partly 
because  their  banks  are  not  so  thickly  studded 
with  towns  and  costly  improvements,  whose 
value  can  be  reckoned  by  millions. 

Without  stopping  to  discuss  the  ackscwl- 
edged  fact  that  in  many,  if  not  in  all  cases, 
the  destruction  of  woods  has  been  followed 
by  a  diminution  in  the  annual  quantity  of  rain 
and  dew,  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  the 
beneficent  effect  of  forests  in  the  diffusion 
of  miasma.  Becquerel,  in  his  work  on  Cli- 
mate, says  that  humid  air  charged  with  mias- 
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matic  vapors  is  deprived  of  them  in  passing 
through  the  forests.  The  foHage  of  trees 
ezeriB  a  chemical  influence  upon  the  atmos- 
phere. The  vast  swamps  of  Virginia  and  the 
Carolinas,  so  long  as  the  native  woods  re- 
main, are  salubrious;  but  when  denuded  of 
trees  thej  become  deadly  and  unwholesome. 
Lieutenant  Maary  went  so  far  as  to  state  that 
a  thicket  of  sunflowers  with  their  dense  foli- 
age planted  between  the  Washington  Observa- 
tory and  the  marshy  banks  of  the  Potomac 
had  the  effect  of  warding  off  the  intermittent 
j'ever,  to  which  the  ofiicers  of  the  Observatory 
used  to  be  subject.  Mr.  Marsh,  in  his  Man 
and  Nature,  says  that  sunflower  plantations 
have  been  made  in  the  noxious  Italian 
marshes  with  favorable  results  to  the  health 
of  the  neighborhood. 

But  bedides  these  considerations  affecting 
the  navigation  of  rivers,  the  climate,  the  rain- 
fall, and  consequent  fertility  of  the  soil,  and 
the  health  of  the  cummuuity,  there  is  a  ques- 
tion of  immediate  praciicai  importance  which 
appeals  directly  to  the  American  mind.  We 
are  threatened  with  a  want  of  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  timber  to  meet  the  actual  necessities  of 
life.  Twenty  million  peuple  are  living  in 
dwellings  chiefly  constructed  of  wood ;  their 
barns  and  oui-building  are  of  wood  ;  the  fen- 
cing of  their  farms,  more  expensive  than  their 
other  improvements,  is  of  wood  ;  and  all  these 
are  perishable  with  time.  Moreover  our  sixty 
thousand  miles  of  railroad  consume  annually 
immense  quantities  of  timber.  Twenty-one 
thousand  six  hundred  cords  of  wood  are  daily 
consumed  in  running  railway  trains  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  thousand  miles  each  twenty- 
four  hours.  Sixty  thousand  miles  of  road  re- 
quire twenty-five  hundred  ties  to  the  mile  ;  and 
as  they  must  be  replaced  every  live  years  an 
annual  consumption  of  thirty  million  ties  is 
required.  We  will  soon  construct  each  year 
ten  thousand  miles  of  new  road,  requiring 
twenty-five  million  more  ties,  and  when  we 
add  to  all  these  sources  of  forest  destruction 
the  wood  required  in  the  fencing  of  these  rail- 
roads, the  half  million  telegraph  poles  which 
each  year  will  be  required,  and  the  vast  amount 
of  the  destruction  of  forest  by  flood  and  fire, 
we  must  be  absolutely  startled  with  the  con 
viction  that  whole  provinces  of  woods  which 
have  re(iuired  a  hundred  years  togrovi^are  each 
year  being  swept  away,  while  nothing  is  being 
done  by  either  public  authority  or  private  zeal 
to  supply  the  place  of  that  which  is  destroyed, 
or  protect  in  any  measure  that  which  exists. 

Unfortunately  it  is  much  easier  to  measure 
the  extent  of  the  evil  tluin  to  devise  and  apply 
the  remedy.  One  thing  we  know  as  certain, 
that  the  firbt  step  toward  any  improvement  is 
the  diffusion  of  thorough  public  information 
as  to  the  facts  and  the  causes  of  the  fatal  de- 
cline in  the  forest  area,  upon  the  preservation 
of  which  so  much  national  wealth  and  indi- 
vidual happiness  depends.  Legislation  can 
do  little  that  is  effectual  to  arrest  the  progress 
of  the  evil,  except  where  the  State  continues 
proprietor  of  extensive  forests.  Every  pro- 
prietor will,  as  a  general  rule,  fell  his  wood- 
lauds  unless  a  stronger  motive  of  self-interest 
impels  him  to  preserve  them.  The  right  to  do 
what  every  man  will  with  his  own  is  regarded  as 
the  most  sacred  among  civil  rights  i  and  every 
step  toward  abridging  it  is  regarded  with  the 
utmost  jealousy.  Even  among  a  people  so 
little  averse  to  be  governed  as  the  french, 
law  has  been  found  partially  inadequate  to 
prevent  the  destructiou  of  private  forests.  Yet 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  how  deeply  the 
Governments  and  people  of  other  lands  have 
been  exercised  by  this  question,  and  thereby 
afford  an  argument  and  incentive  to  ourselves, 
I  propose  to  again  call  attention  to  some  of 
the  many  and  divers  efforts  that  have  been 
made  in  other  lands  to  preserve  existing  and 
promote  the  cultivation  of  new  timber. 

The  laws  of  nearly  all  European  Govern- 
ments are  aimed  at  securing  the  permanence 
of  the  forest    Spain  is  said  to  be  the  only 


one  among  them  which  has  not  made  stat- 
utory provision  for  the  preservation  and  res- 
toration of  the  woods.  In  some  countries  the 
Government  has  made  extensive  plantations, 
and  individuals  in  nearly  all  have  engaged  in 
sylviculture  on  a  large  scale.  France  has  of 
late  years  set  herself  to  work  with  energy  to 
prevent  the  complete  depopulation  with  which 
some  of  her  districts,  formerly  the  most  fer- 
tile, are  threatened  by  alternate  droughts  and 
inundations  to  which  they  are  subject  since 
the  felling  of  the  trees.  In  1750  the  area  of 
the  forests  of  France  was  estimated  by  Mira- 
beau  at  forty-two  million  acres.  In  1860, 
according  to  a  Government  return,  they  were 
reduced  to  nineteen  million  seven  hundred  and 
sixty-nine  thousand  acres.  In  1859,  warned 
by  the  tremendous  and  destructive  inunda- 
tions of  the  years  immediately  preceding,  the 
French  Government  passed  a  law  regulating 
the  clearing  of  wooaland  and  organizing  a 
police  for  its  protect  ion.  In  1860  provision 
was  made  by  statute  for  promoting  the  restor- 
ation of  private  woods.  These  laws  interfere 
materially  with  the  right  of  private  domain, 
but  were  passed  with  almost  entire  unanimiry, 
being  grounded  upon  a  deep-seated  popular 
conviction  that  the  protection  and  extension 
of  forests  is  essential  to  check  the  violence 
and  prevent  the  recurrence  of  inundations. 
The  law  of  the  28th  July,  1860,  appropriated 
10,000,000  francs  to  be  expended  in  executing 
or  aiding  the  replanting  of  woods.  It  has  been 
computed  that  this  would  secure  the  creation 
of  new  forests  to  the  extent  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  acres. 

Russia,  which  has  always  been  reckoned  a 
country  of  forests,  is  beginning  to  suffer  from 
want  of  wood.  Germany  is  in  this  respect  in 
far  better  condition  than  the  rest  of  conti- 
nental Europe ;  and  this  is  largely  owing  to 
the  widespread  and  intelligent  study  of  the 
subject  of  sylviculture,  and  the  practical  action 
on  the  part  of  individuals  and  Government  in 
the  right  direction.  Germany  has  more  books 
on  the  subject  of  forest  preservation  and  culti- 
vation than  all  other  nations  combined. 

In  England  all  the  physical  conditions  are 
favorable  to  the  preservation  of  forests,  and 
the  tenure  of  land  operates  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. The  preservation  throughout  the  king- 
dom of  noble  parks  and  extensive  forests  in 
the  midst  of  a  thickly  settled  and  highly  culti- 
vated country  is  powerfully  aided  by  the  pecu- 
liar climate  of  Great  Britain,  whose  moisture, 
equability,  and  freedom  from  extremes  are 
favorable  in  the  highest  degree  to  forest  cul- 
ture and  preservation.  In  England,  far  more 
than  in  any  other  country,  sylviculture  is  pur- 
sued by  private  enterprise,  though  the  evils 
of  denudations  so  lamentably  felt  on  the  conti- 
tinent  could  never  visit  England  with  the  same 
force,  owing  to  its  insular  position.  Yet  no 
one  can  affirm  with  confidence  how  far  the 
moist  climate  df  Great  Britain,  so  notable  a 
characteristic  in  all  ages  of  its  history,  and 
so  beneficial  to  mental  and  physical  vigor, 
may  be  due  to  the  handing  down  from  gen- 
eration to  veneration  of  those  wide  reaches  of 
natural  timber  which  diversifv  its  surface. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  the  immense  natural 
advantages  for  the  preservation  of  woods  in 
England,  we  find  them  supplemented  and  re- 
enforced,  almost  from  the  earliest  times,  by 
stringent  statutory  provisions.  The  * 'statutes 
of  waste''  prohibiting  the  felling  of  timber, 
run  back  to  the  thirteenth  century.  The  early 
kings  of  England  assumed  the  right  of  creating 
royal  forests  over  whatever  lands  they  thought 
fit,  though  without  depriving  the  subjects  in 
possession  of  their  property  in  the  lands  them- 
selves. The  early  '*  forest  laws''  were  in  fact 
such  arbitrary  laws  as  the  king  chose  to  pre 
scribe,  or  as  his  *' justice  of  eyre"  (created 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  II)  chose  to  lay  down. 
Within  a  royal  forest  a  man  might  not  (and 
indeed  may  not  now)  cut  any  ''  vert "  even  on 
his  own  land,  without  license  of  the  Grown. 
By  '*  vert"  was  understood  not  only  trees  of 


all  kinds,  whether  timber  or  not,  bat  ^l^-, 
lies,  underwood,  bushes,  thorns,  gor&e,  ^z . 
short  everything  which  could  &fford   eorn- 
the  deer  or  other  game.     The  penalti?  for  -. 
ting  **vert"  in  a  royal  forest,  even  on  a  cs.- 
own  land,  was  that  the  land  was  seixe^i  : 
the  hands  of  the  king  until  its  owner  sh  . : 
pay  a  fine  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Crown  k* . 
the  forest  judge. 

In   the  time  of  Charles    I   the  forest  U*: 
were  severely  enforced  for  the  sake  of  e«*c-i  j 
fines.     In  the  reign  of  William  of  Orassge  -^ 
waste  of  timber  which  had  contianed  on  a  |rr«^' 
scale   through   the   civil  wars  was  sonse«-L^: 
checked.     During  the  reiga  of  Henry  \'[I'& 
statute  had  been  passed  fniicled  **  The  till  ' 
the  preservation  of  woods,"    (85  Henry  ViL, 
chapter  17,)  by  which  very  stringent  pror  si  :  • 
supported  by  pecuniary  penalties  were  n«^ 
compelling  owners  of  woods  to   preserve  a£' 
fence  certain  proportions  of  their  timber,  z  : 
even  of  their  underwood,  i  nsiead  of  cutting  r  «. 
down ;  and  also  for  preventing  the  woods  K  .-: 
convvirted  into  tillage.  This  was  made  perj^-r^.i. 
by  the  statute,  18  Elizabeth,  chapter  2*3.  liunaf 
the  eighteenth  century  but  little  was  doti«  * 
ward  the  preservation  of  timber  saTe  to  enf^'cr 
the  ancient  laws,  and  little  more  appears  to  ti^ 
been  needed  in  a  country  where  most  oi  :  ' 
forests  were  held  by  a  tenure  about  eqj^; 
divided  between  the  Crown  and    large  pr 
prietors. 

By  the  statute,  57  George  III,  chapt«r  *.. 
(in  1817,)  the  old  offices  of  wardens  and  j^r 
tices  in  eyre  of  his  Majesty's  foresu  ve.v 
abolished  ;  and  by  a  consolidation  act  jttiz'i 
in  the  year  1829  relating  to  the  rojal  vc»>i3 
and  forests,  it  was  provided  that  a  court  o: 
verderers  should  be  held  every  forty  days,  n^i 
power  was  given  them  to  levy  fines  of  i*e:^7 
pounds  for  encroachments  upon  any  foresu 

Much  evidence  of  ttie  forestal  rights  of  *Ji; 
Crown,  &c.,  will  be  found  detail^  at  grc^: 
length  in  a  report  of  the  select  committee  if 
the  House  of  Commons  on  rojal  forests  ii 
1848-49. 

In  1851  an  act  came  into  operation  coasu- 
tuting  a  board  of  commissioners  of  woods,  f^^- 
ests,  and  land  reserves,  which  board  made  is 
twentieth  annual  report  to  Parliament  in  1S71 
The  two  commissioners  of  woods  and  foreiu 
receive  a  salary  of  £1,200  each.     Their  dnti^^ 
however,  are  limited  to  the  care  and  maoag?- 
ment  of  the  royal  forests  and   lands,  and  ikt 
superintendence  of  receipts  and  disbursemet-u 
connected  therewith.     Besides  Windsor  park 
there  are  ten  more  or  less  extensive  foresiA, 
the  title  to  which  is  vested  in  the  Crown,  ki 
which  are  by  custom  open  to  the  people  ss 
public  parks. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  promptiaf 
motive  of  English  statesmen,  I  have  referred 
at  some  length  to  her  laws  upon  the  subject, 
because  they  show  the  solicitnde  which  ius 
been  felt,  and  because  we  know  howbeaeficisl 
have  been  the  results. 

Indeed,  we  may  deduce  from  Engiaod's 
example  the  wisdom,  were  it  possit>le  is 
republican  America,  of  preserving  for  poblie 
uses  large  tracts  of  the  public  domaio  is 
national  forests,  and  the  saving  them  froa 
that  total  destruction  throagh  private  capidi7 
which  otherwise  awaits  them. 

The  European  laws  which  I  have  enamcr- 
ated  I  do  not  present  as  examples  to  be  fol- 
lowed, but  as  sources  whence  we  may  derive 
an  intelligent  opinion  as  to  what  legislatirtn  at 
the  hands  of  the  Goverment  and  local  go?era* 
ments  may  be  necessary  in  the  future. 

I  now  submit  this  measure  to  the  considen- 
tion  of  this  House,  and  solicit  the  honest  rievs 
of  members,  expressing  myself  ready  to  s^ 
cede  to  any  amendments  that  may  be  cooceired 
in  a  proper  spirit 

Mr.  SABGENT.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill 
by  adding  to  section  eleven  the  proviso  vhidi 
I  send  to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Provided,  That  this  act  shall  not  applj  toaiatai 
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ands,  or  to  lands  conveyed  under  town-Bite  lands, 
r  to  lots  frr&nted  for  riehts  of  way  to  railroad  or 
tlicr  ruad  companies,  or  to  binds  that  mav  be  de- 
oted  to  oomineroial  purposes,  or  on  whioh  cities, 
owns,  or  manafactoring  estiiblishments  may  be 
rectcil,  and  no  forfeiture  shall  aoorue  for  lands  so 
.cdicated. 

Mr.  SARGBNT.  I  suppose  that  ander  the 
ules  of  the  House  the  amendment  I  have 
Q\ired  will  be  considered  as  pending.  I  wish 
o  make  a  few  observations  upon  the  character 
if  this  bill  and  in  support  of  my  amendmenL 
realize  fully  the  learning;  which  the  gentle* 
nan  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Haldeman]  has 
wrought  to  bear  upon  this  snbject,  and  the  ad* 
nirable  character  of  the  purpose  which  he  haa 
n  viev.  If  anything  can  be  said  in  favor  of  the 
(reservation  of  forest  timber  with  effect  upon 
hi3  floor,  it  certainly  ought  to  be  said ;  and 
he  gentleman  has  well  fulfilled  that  part  of 
Its  duty.  But  when  it  comes  down  to  the 
practical  application  of  the  rules  which  he 
proposes  there  are  objections  that  must  meet 
IS  at  every  turn. 

'J  ake  the  first  exception  which  I  propose  in 
ny  annendment  in  reference  to  placer  mining. 
L'he  only  way  in  which  placer  mining  can  be 
tarried  on  successfully  is  by  first  clearing  the 
imber  from  the  ground ;  and  a  law  which  pro- 
fides  that  ten  or  fifteen  or  twenty-five  per  cent. 
)f  the  timber  on  lands  sold  or  granted  for 
nining  purposes  shafl  be  left  standing  would 
limply  prevent  that  much  of  the  mine  being 
vorked ;  and  as  the  land  is  useful  only  for 
itining  purposes,  is  sold  for  miuing  purposes, 
he  purpose  of  the  purchaser  would  be  de- 
eated,  unless  theexcepiiou  which  I  have  sug- 
gested shall  be  allowed. 

Secondly,  the  town  site-laws  of  the  United 
>tates  provide  that  towns  with  a  certain 
lumber  of  inhabitants  shall  be  entitled  to  a 
lumber  of  acres  of  the  public  lands,  gener- 
illy  about  a  mile  square,  sometimes  accord- 
ng  to  the  size  of  the  village,  running  as  high 
IS  two  or  three  squivre  miles.  Now,  if  it  is 
provided  that  upon  all  the  town  sites  ten  or 
tny  other  considerable  per  cent,  of  the  forest 
.rees  shall  be  allowed  to  grow,  you  will  ex- 
clude domestic  trees,  and  also  exclude  habita- 
ions  to  that  extent^  and  defeat  the  object  of 
own  site  laws. 

Furthermore,  suppose  that  noder  this  bill 
ands  are  granted  lor  mere  preemption  pur- 
poses, for  homesteads  or  for  cultivation  under 
he  ordmary  preemption  laws.  A  man  has  a 
arm  near  a  river,  or  at  some  point  where  some 
;reat  railroad  may  afterward  pass,  or  in  the 
rrowth  of  business  his  farm  becomes  available 
or  the  building  of  a  city.  In  this  bill  there  is 
k  provision  that  unless  a  large  percentaee  of 
hat  land  is  allowed  to  remain  wild  with  torest 
iinber  upon  it,  it  shall  revert  to  the  Govern- 
iient  of  the  United  States.  That  provision 
t  self  would  work  a  forfeiture  of  ike  land  and 
>rGveut  a  cit^  growing  upon  that  place.  In 
>ther  words,  if  this  bill  shall  become  a  law, 
lo  more  great  cities  or  towns  can  grow  np  on 
he  public  lands  as  they  now  exist;  or  if,  in  spite 
>f  the  law,  they  shall  grow  up,  then  shysters 
md  informers  would  be  ready  to  prey  upon 
he  owners  of  the  land,  or  defect  their  title  by 
causing  valuable  improved  property,  worth  mii- 
ions  perhaps,  to  revert  to  the  United  States. 
>Iow,  to  say  that  timber  must  be  preserved  at 
kll  hazards  and  disadvantages  like  these  is 
kbsurd.     And  in  this  respect  the  bill  is  crude. 

Again,  our  public  lands  all  over  the  new 
states  which  are  now  being  sold  nnder  the 
preemption  laws  or  granted  for  homsteads  will 
>y  and  by,  in  the  progress  of  population  and 
>u8ioess,  become  useful  for  manufacturing 
>  u  rposes ;  great  manufacturing  establishments 
vill  grow  up  upon  them,  inconsistent  with 
heir  remaining  in  a  wild  state  or  being  dedi- 
cated to  the  cultivation  of  timber.  Under 
bis  bill  the  land  on  which  such  manufactur- 
Dg  establishments  might  stand  would  revert 
o  the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  and 
he  persons  investing  their  means  in  building 


np  such  establishments  would  lose  their  invest- 
ments, or  rather  would  be  deterred  from  enter- 
ing into  business  of  this  kind  on  lands  here- 
after sold  by  the  Government. 

Another  ejtception  which  I  propose  is  in 
regard  to  lands  granted  as  right  of  way  for 
railroad  companies,  canal  companies,  &c. 
Why,  sir,  a  strip  of  land  one  hundred  feet 
wide  or  one  hundred  feet  on  each  side  of  the 
railroad  track,  including  the  track,  has  been 
granted  this  session  to  certain  companies  pro- 
jecting railroads  in  regions  now  thinly  settled. 
The  provisions  of  this  bill  would  require,  as  a 
supplemental  condition  to  every  one  of  those 
grants,  that  ten  per  cenL  of  the  land  s  so 
granted  for  right  of  way  must  be  kept  in  forest 
limber.  Now,  in  what  part  of  such  a  strip 
would  this  timber  be  kept?  Is  it  to  be  kept 
between  the  rails,  or  how  near  the  track  ?  There 
is  no  regulation  upon  that  point.  It  is  utterly 
inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  a  right  of  way  to 
require  that  land  granted  for  such  a  purpose 
shall  be  incumbered  with  forest  trees. 

But,  sir,  I  have  an  objection  which  goes  to 
the  essence  of  this  bill  in  its  present  shape, 
which  is  not  obviated  by  these  exceptions 
which  I  have  suggested.  I  object  to  inaugu- 
rating a  policy  the  effect  of  which  would  be  to 
cause  spies  and  informers  to  endeavor  here- 
after to  procure  a  reversion  to  the  United 
States  of  lands  which  tlie  Government  may 
sell,  and  the  money  for  which  it  shall  have  in 
its  Treasury,  which  will  induce  people  of  this 
class  to  look  into  the  title  of  citizens  to  the 
possessions  they  may  have  improved  for  the 
highest  business  purposes — purposes,  however, 
not  consistent  with  this  acL  If  any  law  can 
be  passed  which  will  preserve  the  timber  upon 
the  public  domain  belore  it  passes  into  private 
hands,  which  shall  create  an  interest  in  the 
preservation  of  this  timber,  I  shall  not  object, 
provided  the  bill  be  reasonable  in  its  charac* 
ter  aud  humane  in  its  provisions.  But  to 
say  that  after  these  lands  shall  have  passed 
into  the  hands  of  private  individuals  in  lim- 
ited quantities,  under  yoar  preemption  and 
homestead  laws,  the  arm  of  the  Government 
shall  follow  each  individuid  grant  and  prevent 
its  improvement,  prevent  the  clearing  of  for- 
ests, or  the  erection  of  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, or  the  building  of  towns  and  cities — the 
development  of  all  the  diversified  industries  in 
which  the  American  people  engage,  except 
that  of  taking  care  of  torest  trees — i  say  that 
such  legislation  is  crude  and  absurd,  and  ought 
not  to  receive  the  assent  of  the  House.  By 
the  machinery  of  this  bill  spies  and  informers 
will  be  enticed  to  involve  every  man  who  may 
hereafter  buy  a  piece  of  land  for  any  purpose 
whatever  in  litigation  to  see  whether  the  land 
shall  not  revert  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  rebought  by  the  spy  or 
informer,  or  his  confederates.  What  would 
the  Government  do  with  the  town  site  that 
had  grown  up  on  a  man's  farm  in  the  growth 
of  trade?  Why  should  the  Government  want 
such  property  to  revert  to  it?  The  act  in  this 
respect  is  cruel  and  ill-advised. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  wish  to  take  np 
further  time  in  the  discussion  of  this  bill.  I 
suggest  to  the  gentleman  having  it  in  charge 
that  the  bill  had  better  be  recommitted  in  order 
that  it  may  be  improved  in  the  particulars 
which  I  have  mentioned,  that  proper  excep- 
tions may  be  made  to  its  provisions,  and  that 
it  may  be  ascertained  whether  the  messnre  is 
not  inconsistent  with  the  growth  of  business 
in  those  States  in  which  lands  of  the  United 
States  are  still  open  for  settlement.  If  such  a 
bill  as  this  had  neen  the  law  when  Pennsyl- 
vania was  originally  settled,  or  for  fifty  years 
thereafUr,  the  city  of  Philadelphia  would  have 
been  an  impossibility  *,  Harrisburg  would  never 
have  existed;  New  York  could  not  have  grown 
np.  A  large  percentage  of  the  lauds  now 
covered  by  those  cities  and  other  great  com- 
mercial cities  of  the  country  would,  under 
such  legislation  as  this,  have  reverted  to  the 


Government  of  the  United  States,  to  be  sold 
again  on  account  of  the  failure  to  fulfill  the 
condition  relative  to  maintaining  forest  trees. 

Now,  are  there  to  be  no  Philadelphias,  no 
Gincinnatis ;  are  there  to  be  no  Chicagos  or 
St.  Louises  in  the  great  West?  Why,  cities 
are  growing  up  there  continnally  with  the 
movements  of  population.  This  generation 
has  seen  cities  started  which  will  rival,  before 
the  generation  ends,  many  of  the  older  and 
larger  cities  of  the  East.  With  this  bill  in 
operation  an  attempt  by  legislation  is  made  to 
arrest  the  irresistible  laws  of  business,  as  irre-. 
sistible  as  those  of  nature.  Your  bill  must  be 
a  nullity,  or  you  will  involve  every  citizen  who 
enters  upon  the  public  lands  in  conflict  with 
the  law,  and  render  him  subject  to  the  liability 
of  loss  of  his  property,  except  that  which  he 
uses  for  the  purpose  of  cultivating  or  pre- 
serving forest  trees. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  I  regret  to  interrupt 
the  gentleman,  but  the  Jiour  is  rapidly  passing, 
and  I  am  unable  to  yield  to  him  any  more 
time. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Do  I  hold  the  floor,  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  my  own  right,  or  did  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania  yi«ld  to  me? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  had  con- 
cluded his  remarks. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  No,  sir  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, I  abbreviated  my  remarks  for  the  pur- 
pose of  yielding  a  portion  of  the  hour  to  dif- 
ferent gentlemen  who  desire  to  speak  on  the 
pending  bill.  I  should  be  glad  to  yield  all  the 
time  to  the  gentleman,  but  he  must  see  that  it 
is  impossible. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  have  said  all  I  wish  to 
say.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  at  all  disconrteous  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania.  I  should 
like,  however,  to  inquire  of  the  Chair  if  the 
amendment  I  offered  is  pending  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  so  understands. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  should  like  to  submit  a 
motion,  if  it  be  consistent  with  the  present 
condition  of  the  bill,  to  recommiL 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.  I  cannot  permit  that 
motion  to  be  made.  I  now  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter.] 

Mr.  POTTER.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  late  Chan- 
cellor Livingston,  a  very  distinguished  citizen 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  happened  to  be  the 
minister  of  this  Government  at  France  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century,  and  while  there  initi- 
ated two  movements  not  second  in  importance 
to  any  which  have  transpired  in  the  history  of 
this  Government 

To  Robert  Fulton,  a  citizen  of  Pennsylvania, 
then  in  Paris,  he  suggested  the  practicability 
of  applying  steam  to  the  propulsion  of  vessels. 
He  explained  to  Fulton  the  experiments  he 
had  theretofore  made  to  that  end,  and  urged 
upon  him  to  devote  the  time  and  attention  to 
this  work  that  he  (Livingston)  was  no  longer 
able  to  give  to  it,  in  the  hope  that  Fulton's 
labors  would  result  in  perfecting  an  invention 
which  would  lead  to  an  entire  revolution  of 
the  means  of  communication  and  transporta- 
tion, especially  on  the  Mississippi  and  other 
great  rivers  of  the  country.  Thereupon  Robert 
R.  Livingston  and  Robert  Fulton  entered  into 
a  partnership  to  experiment  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  steam  to  the  propulsion  of  vessels, 
which  was  followed  first  by  an  experimental 
boat  upon  the  Seine,  and  some  years  afterward 
by  the  successful  establishment  of  steamboat 
navigation  on  the  Hudson  river  in  1807. 

The  other  great  service  which  Chancellor 
Livingston  rendered  to  the  United  States  was 
in  effecting  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  a  pur- 
chase made  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
for  the  principal  purpose  of  getting,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  House  recollect,  the  control  of  the 
mouth  of  the  Mississippi  river,  but  which 
brought  with  it  not  only  the  control  of  that 
river  and  its  affluents,  but  the  acquisition  of 
that  enormous  territory  which  extends  from 
the  MiBsissippi  away  to  the  Pacific  ocean. 
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tioins  the  roles  of  military  art,  ought  to  be  its  care 
in  preseririDg  and  transmitting,  by  proper  establish- 
ments, the  knowledge  of  that  art.  Whatever  argu- 
ment may  be  drawn  from  particular  examples, 
superficially  viewed,  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
subject  will  evince  that  the  art  of  war  is  extensive 
and  complicated ;  that  it  demands  much  previous 
study ;  and  the  possession  of  it  in  its  most  improved 
and  perfect  state  is  always  of  great  moment  to  the 
security  of  a  nation.  This,  therefore,  ought  to  be  a 
serious  care  of  every  Government,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose an  academy  wbere  a  regular  course  of  instruc- 
tion is  given  is  an  obvious  expedient,  which  different 
nations  have  successfully  employed." 

Golonel  Henry  Kuoz,  afterward  the  distin- 
guished general  and  statesman,  seems  to  have 
been  one  of  the  very  earliest  of  oar  revolu- 
tionary leaders  who  gave  an  intelligent  con- 
sideration to  this  subject,  for  we  find  that  on 
the  27th  of  September,  1776,  he  furnished  the 
committee  first  named  with  **  hints  for  the 
improvement  of  the  artillery  of  the  United 
States,*'  in  which  he  urges  that — 

**As  officers  can  never  act  with  confidence  until 
they  are  masters  of  their  profession,  an  academy 
established  on  a  liberal  plan  would  be  of  the  ut- 
most service  to  the  continent,  where  the  whole  the- 
ory and  practice  of  gunnery  should  be  taught,  to  be 
nearly  on  the  plan  as  that  at  Woolwich,  a  place  to 
which  our  enemies  are  indebted  for  the  superiority 
of  their  artillery." 

When  the  subject  of  a  military  academy 
was  first  discussed  in  the  Cabinet  of  Wash- 
ington on  £he  preparation  of  the  message  of 
December,  1793,  Hamilton,  Knox,  and  Ran- 
dolph  heartily  approved  it.  To  Jefferson's 
objection  that  it  was  not  authorized  by  the 
Gonstitation,  Washington  replied  that  he  would 
not  recommend  anything  prohibited  by  the 
Constitution,  but  if  it  was  doubtful,  he  was  so 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  the  measure 
that  he  would  refer  it  to  Congress  and  let  them 
decide  for  themselves  whether  the  Constitution 
authorized  it  or  not. 

Jefferson  afterward  changed  his  views  as  to 
the  constitutional  power  to  establish  such  an 
institution,  and  became  its  zealous  advocate; 
and  indeed  it  was  under  his  administration  that 
the  Military  Academy  was  first  established  by 
the  act  of  March  16,  1802,  although  acts  in 
1794  and  1798,  during  the  administratfons  of 
Washington  and  Adams,  providing  for  the 
appointment  and  instruction  of  cadets  in  the 
engineer  and  artillery  corps,  were  measures 
tending  in  that  direction. 

Mr.  Madison,  another  strict  constructionist 
of  the  Constitution,  strongly  urged  the  estab- 
lishment of  other  military  academies  in  addi- 
tion to  that  at  West  Point,  and  in  his  message 
of  December,  1810,  pursuing  the  same  train  of 
thonght  and  argument  presented  by  Washing- 
ton in  1793,  he  urges  that — 

*'  The  means  by  which  wars,  as  well  for  defense  as 
offense,  are  now  carried  on  render  these  schools  of 
the  more  scientific  operations  an  indispensable  part 
of  every  adequate  system.  Bven  among  nations 
whose  large  standing  armies  and  frequent  wars 
a£R>rd  every  other  opportunity  of  instruction,  these 
establishments  are  found  to  be  indispensable  for  the 
doe  attainment  of  military  science,  which  requires  a 
regular  course  of  study  and  experiment. 

"In  a  country  happily  without  the  other  oppor- 
tunities, seminaries  where  the  elementary  principles 
of  the  art  of  war  can  be  taught  without  actual  war, 
and  without  the  expense  of  extensive  and  standing 
armies,  have  the  preeious  advantage  of  uniting  an 
essential  preparation  against  external  dangers,  with 
a  scrupulous  regard  to  internal  safety.  In  no  other 
way,  probably,  can  a  provision  of  equal  efficiency  for 
the  public  defense  be  made  at  so  little  expense,  or 
more  consistently  with  the  public  liberty." 

The  act  of  April  29,  1812,  greatly  extended 
the  scope  and  usefulness  of  this  institution, 
and  provided,  for  the  first  time,  for  the  erec- 
tion of  suitable  buildings,  the  ''Academy" 
up  to  that  time,  which  did  not  consist  of  build* 
ings  but  of  an  engineer  corps,  with  officers, 
cadets,  and  teachers,  being- Quartered  in  the  old 
revolutionary  barracks  at  VVest  Point. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  1817,  after  Major 
Thayer  assumed^  command  as  Superintendent, 
that  the  institution  was  Choroughly  organized 
upon  an  efficient  and  satisfactory  basis,  and 
entered  successfully  upon  its  career  of  great 
usefulness  to  the  country.  And  it  is  conceded, 
I  believe,  that  to  this  excellent  officer  the  coun- 
try is  indebted  for  much  of  the  usefulness  and 
efficiency  of  the  institution. 


We  can,  perhaps,  form  some  faint  conception 
of  the  difficulties  from  a  want  of  pecuniary  re- 
sources  and  otherwise  that  our  forefathers  had 
to  contend  with,  from  the  fact  that  it  was  thus 
over  forty  years  from  the  first  efforts  in  1776 
to  establish  this  institution  before  it  finally 
assumed  a  form  and  organization  of  real  use- 
fulness to  the  country  ;  and  this,  too,  notwith- 
standing it  was  a  subject  of  deep  solicitude  and 
attention  to  all  the  great  statesmen  of  the 
country  from  Washington  to  Monroe.  In  this 
connection  I  ought  not  to  omit  the  name  of 
Mr.  McHenry,  of  Maryland,  the  War  Secre- 
tary of  the  elder  Adams,  to  whose  able  report 
on  the  subject,  in  1800,  we  are  probably  in- 
debted, in  part  at  least,  for  the  early  action  of 
Congress  actually  establishing  the  Academy. 

Multiplied  instances  might  be  given  of  in- 
valuable services  rendered  to  the  country  by 
the  recipients  of  the  advantages  of  this  Acad- 
emy, in  the  field,  in  our  fortifications,  in  map- 
ping our  country  and  our  sea-coast  and  lake 
harbors,  in  building  railroads,  and  in  many 
other  ways.  I  will  not  detain  the  House  with 
an  attempted  enumeration,  but  think  it  not  in- 
appropriate to  give  the  extraordinary  compli- 
ment paid  in  an  official  document  by  General 
Winfield  Scott,  as  competent  a  judge  in  regard 
to  these  matters,  perhaps,  as  any  one  our 
country  has  produced.     He  says  : 

**  I  give  it  as  my  fixed  opinion,  that  but  for  our 
graduated  cadets  the  war  between  the  United  States 
and  Mexico  might  and  probably  would  have  lasted 
some  four  or  five  years  with,  within  its  first  half,  more 
defeats  than  victories  falling  to  our  share;  whereas 
in  less  than  two  campaigns  we  conquered  a^reat 
country  and  a  peace  without  the  loss  of  a  single 
battle  or  skirmish." 

The  Military  Academy  is  a  portion  of  that 
establishment  which  is  maintained  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  country.  The  officers  aud  the 
cadets — the  cadets  themselves,  from  the  time 
they  are  received  there,  being  officers  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States — are  liable  to  mil- 
itary duty,  and  are  trained  for  that  purpose ; 
and  although  after  a  certain  period  from  the 
time  that  their  education  is  completed  in  he 
Academy  they  are  permitted  to  resign  and 
go  back  to  civil  life,  yet  even  that  is  not  an 
objection  to  the  expenditure  for  this  purpose, 
for  those  who  have  received  this  education  go 
back  among  the  people  through  the  various 
States  of  this  Union,  and  are  valuable  and 
accomplished  citizens  in  the  various  depart- 
ments of  life.  They  have  conferred  great 
benefits  on  the  country  in  connection  with  our 
fortifications,  in  purveying  and  mapping  our 
harbors  along  our  sea-  coast  and  our  lakes,  and 
in  a  thousand  other  wa^s. 

In  going  back  into  civil  life  afler  a  certain 
period  of  service,  these  young  men  do  no  in- 
jury to  the  country.  Indeed,  this  was  regarded 
by  the  great  men  who  advocated  the  institution 
as  one  of  its  chief  recommendations.  In  com- 
mingling with  our  citizens  in  their  ordinary 
pursuits  they  imbibe  the  spirit  and  love  of 
liberty  of  the  citizen,  and  while  with  their 
education  and  acquirements  they  are  valuable 
citizens  in  times  of  peace,  they  are  in  fact, 
without  cost  to  the  Government,  aiid  without 
in  any  way  menacing  our  liberties,  one  of  the 
most  valuable  of  our  preparations  for  war. 
For  scattered  as  they  are  through  every  por- 
tion of  the  country  they  can  in  time  of  danger 
soon  marshal  .our  citizen  soldiery  into  warlike 
and  efficient  columns,  who  with  all  their  spirit 
and*  courage  would,  without  this  assistance,  be 
at  the  mercy  of  a  thoroughly  drilled  and  well- 
organized  army. 

The  objection  that  this  institution  is  main- 
tained for  the  benefit  of  the  wealthy  classes  of 
the  country  is  not  well  founded.  An  investiga- 
tion was  made  some  years  ago  for  a  period  con- 
sisting of  a  considerable  number  of  years,  and 
it  was  ascertained  that  of  the  graduates  during 
that  period  only  one  in  eighteen  could  have 
received  more  than  a com'non-school  education 
without  the  opportunities  afforded  by  this 
Institution.  The  constitutional  objection  is,  I 
believe,  no  longer  urged,  for  this  is  undoubt- 


edly one  of  the   most  important  prefan  '* 
we  can  make  for  the  coihidoq  defease  &i  . 
country. 

I  will  now  ask  the  atteotioo  of  tbe  Ho^*: 
a  moment  to  the  question,  *^  DoeA  n  pv. 
the  money  we  pat  into  thia  iostitntioa  a  t* 
investment?  which  is  an  all-importai:: q.- 
tion  in  regard  to  everj  things  of  this  kind.  '^^ 
then,  have  been  the  ezpeDditurea  for  tJbe  . 
stitution  since  it  was  first  established  doti. 
the  present  time?     In  lookiog  into  th>s  z'-r 
tion,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  hare   been  satisfiei  iLk 
there  has  been  no  branch  of  the  public  $erT> 
thai  has  cost  as  so  liule  in  proportion  u,  u 
advantages  it  has  relumed   to   the   cos&t: 
Why,  sir,  the  loss  of  a  single  battle  or  cr » 
single  skirmish  would  hare  been  a  calas^.t 
to  us  which  would  not  hare  been  eompeaia:'': 
by   the  return  of  all    the    inonej   whick  ti 
institution  has  cost. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Military  Ac»3^^j 
from  its  organization  in  1802  until  1863.  ;c:i. 
sive,  a  period  of  sixty-two  years,  for  ib^  i.- 
chase  of  land,  for  the  erection  of  bartdia*> 
for  the  purchase  of  philosophical  and  cbeis  c.. 
apparatus,  books,  roads,  wharfs,  waier  »z 
gas  works ;  fur  the  pay  and  sabatsteocc  oi  i 
cers,  superintendents,  teachers,  and  csi".- 
and  all  other  expenses  of  erery  character .. 
keeping  up  the  institution,  for  this  prn  4  : 
sixty-two  years,  amounted  to  but  $7.1S^jU>-'i 
and  up  to  this  time,  altboagh  the  pij  e 
officers  and  cadets  has  been  considerate!?  : 
creased  from  the  organization  of  tb(»  ia«uu :  * 
down  to  the  present  period,  the  expefidi'a*«« 
will  hardly  reach  the  8u.m  of  $1O.OO9.00ll 

If  the  time  allotted  to  me  now  had  eoi  i-*-*' 
so  brief,  Ipropoged  making  a  few  rems-ki  .: 
regard  to  the  inanagement  and  the  disci[>  '- 
of  the  institution.  One  or  two  words  %< 
that,  and  I  have  done.  No  inatitutiou  t>^.' 
lished  by  man  is  perfect,  and  it  cannot  b?  c  - 
tended  that  this  is  perfect.  Unforiuaatelj, :: 
some  respects  the  discipline  thereof  has  6*^: 
relaxed.  This  has  ^owzi  0:1 1  of  fact£  aB4  r^ 
cumstances  over  which,  parbaps,  the  supenir 
tendenl  and  officers  of  that  izL^situtios  tt-a 
had  no  control. 

To  the  extent  to  which  an  institotioB  of  ui» 
kind  is  important  to  the  country  should  b?  c^ 
vigilance  of  the  guardians  of  the  people  uffr 
it,  to  weed  out  abuses,  to  gire  it  vigor  «£: 
efficiency,  and  to  see  that  it  is  made  as  imn' 
perfect  as  possible.  In  addition  to  the  bMn;« 
of  examiners  there  have  been  rarioo^  coois^ 
sions  appointed  to  examine  into  the  maiis^t- 
ment  of  the  Military  Academy,  one  of  the  e::-< 
important  of  which  was  that  appointed  to  l!*-' 
made  up  of  members  of  the  Senate  and  oifjta 
House  and  distinguished  military  officers. 

Of  this  commission  the  most  distiogulsHf^ 
and  perhaps  important  members  were  Jefex* 
son  Davis  of  the  Senate  and    Henry  Wiokr 
Davis  of  the  House.     They  sat  for  seven  verb 
at  West  Point  making  a  thorough  examioatti^o 
of   the  institution,   and   finally  made  a  rt-rj 
lengthy  and  exhaustive  report  to  Congress  ii 
regard  to  it,  in  which,  I  believe,  they  recsjm- 
mended  a  thorough  reorganization;  but  th« 
war  immediately  supervened   and   the  vboie 
thing  fell  to  the  ground,  and  whether  the  rec- 
ommendations   of   that    commission   viii  ae 
made  available  to  the   country  is  yei  to  be 
determined      It  has  never,  I  believe,  been  :b 
any  way  acted  on  by  Congress. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  it  is 
one  of  the  highest  duties  of  Congress  10  fir? 
proper  attention  to  these  national  edncaiioul 
institutions  of  the  country,  and  to  see  that  their 
discipline  and  the  system  of  education  do  cot 
relax  and  deteriorate,  and  to  make  them  a$  Ur 
as  possible,  for  the  purpose  for  which  thej  sr« 
established,  perfect  institutions  equal  toanjf^a 
earth.  The  honor,  the  safety,  the  verr exist- 
ence of  the  country  may  at  some  time  depesi 
on  this. 

I  now  ask  that  the  first  reading  of  the  bi.I  bd 
dispensed  with. 

No  objection  was  made,  and  the  Clerk  ptft 
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eeded  to  read  the  bill  by  paragraphs  for 
mendmenty  and  read  as  follows: 

For  department  of  drawing:  for  tomers'  lieber- 
udiorum  for  use  of  the  fieoond  class,  $12D;  topo- 
rapbical  models,  architectural  models  and  orna- 
lents,  and  models  of  machines,  for  the  use  of  the 
lird  class,  $100 ;  colors,  brushes,  pencils,  and  papers, 
ir  the  use  of  instructors,  ten  dollars. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  There  is  a 
ew  word  introduced  into  this  appropriation 
ill,  the  word  **  lieberstadiorum.'^  Now,  that 
1  a  very  suspicious  word,  and  I  think  it  is  the 
rst  lime  it  appears  in  our  appropriation  bills. 

think  we  ought  to  have  some  explanation 
f  it  from  some  of  these  military  gentlemen, 
ecause  when  political  gentlemen  go  on  the 
,ump  they  may  be  asked  by  their  constituents 
hat  '  Mieberstudiorum"  means,  and  I  do  not 
now  how  they  would  answer. 

Let  me  say  that  ^^iebespier*  means  flirta- 
on,  while  ^^liebe-schule"  means  a  love- 
:bool.  What  lieberstudiorum  means  I  do  not 
*aUy  know. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  would  say  to 
le  gentleman  that  the  word  is  misspelled, 
t  should  read  *4iber  studiorum,''  which  means 
book  of  studies." 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

For  miscellaneous  and  contingent  expenses:  for 
as,  coal-oil  for  lighting  the  Academy,  cadet  bar- 
ick?,  mess-hall,  hospital  offices,  stable,  and  inside 
alks,  $4,000;  water-pipes,  plumbing,  and  repairs, 
2,000:  cleaning  public  buildings,  (not  quarters,) 
')60:  brooms,  brushes,  pails,  tubs,  and  cloths,  $200; 
3ulk,  crayons,  sponge,  and  slates  for  recitation- 
)om9,  9100;  compensation  of  chapel  organist,  $200: 
jmpensation  of  librarian,  $120;  compensation  of 
on-commissioned  officer  m  charge  of  mechanics, 
fty  dollars ;  compensation  of  soldier  writing  in  ad- 
Qtant's  office,  fifty  dollars;  pay  of  engineer  of  beat- 
igand  ventilating  apparatus,  cadet  barracks.ohapel, 
nd  philosophical  academy,  including  the  library, 
1,500;  pay  of  assistant  of  same,  $720;  pay  of  five 
romen.  $2,200;  increase  and  expense  of  tbe  library, 
ooks,  magazines,  periodicals,  and  binding,  $2,000. 

Mr.  HALDEMAN.     I  offer  the  following 

mendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  the  para- 

raph : 

For  reimbursing  cadets  for  losses  incurred  by  their 
Sorts  in  extinguishing  the  fire  in  their  barracks  in 
le  year  1871,  $6,818  81. 

This  amendment  refers  to  the  fire  which 
>ok  place  in  the  barracks  of  the  cadets  in 
871.  Some  fifly  of  them  rushed  from  their 
3oras  for  the  purpose  of  extinguishing  the 
re ;  the  most  meritorious  among  the  cadets 
)Bt  their  cloUiing  and  books.  I  have  a  detailed 
latement  of  these  losses  here  from  the  Sec- 
stary  of  War,  with  a  letter  recommending 
lis  appropriation,  and  it  seems  to  me  just  in 
very  respect  that  those  who  lost  by  seeking 
)  save  the  property  of  the  Government  should 
e  reimbursed.  I  would  ask  that  the  letter  of 
le  Secretary  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

War  Drpabtmknt, 

Washington  City,  March  1, 1872. 
Drab  Sib  :  In  reply  to  your  inquiry  of  the  28th 
Itimo,  whether  the  Department  had  the  data 
r  estimates  of  the  amount  of  losses  incurred  by 
irtain  cadets  of  the  Military  Academy  by  a  fire  in 
leir  barracks,  (1871,)  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose 
copy  of  tbe  estimates  of  the  loss  of  each  cadet, 
irefully  prepared,  and  also  copy  of  a  letter  to  the 
iouse  of  Representatives,  of  date  December  22, 
171,  recommending  an  appropriation  for  their  reim- 
iiraemont. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  W.  BELKl^rAP, 

Secretary  of  War, 
on.  R.  J.  Haldrman,  M,  G, 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  The  attention  of  the 
ommittee  on  Appropriations  was  called  by 
le  Secretary  of  War  to  this  matter  after  the 
ill  had  been  prepared,  and  the  committee 
pproved  of  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MARSHALL'.  I  move  the  previous 
uestion  on  the  engrossment  and  third  read- 
ig  of  tbe  bill. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
lain  question  ordered. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentle- 
lan  one  question,  whether  there  is  any  appro- 
nation  in  this  bill  for  a  German  professor? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  There  is  none,  I  be- 
eve. 


Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  proyision 
has  not  become  a  law  yet.  It  passed  the  House, 
but  has  not  been  acted  on  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS.  Is  there  any  objection  to 
placing  it  in  this  appropriation  bill? 

Mr.  MARSHALL.  It  is  not  the  law.  The 
Senate  never  passed  the  House  resolution. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  MARSHALL  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ELKOTION  G0NTB3T NIBLAGR  VS.  WALLS. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  addi- 
tional testimony  in  the  contested-election  case 
of  Niblack  vs.  Walls,  from  the  State  of  Florida ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing. 

WAPHINGTON  CITY  SAVINGS  BANK. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  communication  from  the  treasurer  of  the 
Washington  City  Savings  Bank,  in  compliance 
with  the  charter  of  said  bank,  transmitting 
their  sixth  annual  statement;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

LRAVB  OF  ABSBNGK. 

Mr.  NEGLEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  ob- 
tained leave  of  absence  for  two  days. 

Mr.  McKINNEY,  by  unanimous  consent, 
obtained  leave  of  absence  for  ten  days,  on 
account  of  sickness  in  his  family. 

WITHDRAWAL  OF  PAPJfiRS. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  asked  and  obtained 
unanimous  consent  for  the  withdrawal  from 
the  files  of  the  House  of  the  papers  in  the  case 
of  Hannah  Crawford. 

Mr.  MERRICK  asked  and  obtained  unani- 
mous consent  for  the  withdrawal  from  tbe  files 
of  the  House  of  the  papers  in  the  case  of 
George  Calvert,  reported  upon  adversely  by 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  March  11, 
1872,  in  order  that  the  same  may  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

MADISON  LIBRART,  IOWA. 

Mr.  PENDLETON,  from  the  Committee  on 
Printing,  b^  unanimous  consent,  reported  back 
the  memorial  of  Hon.  Daniel  F.  Miller,  pray- 
ing the  passage  of  a  joint  resolution  for  the 
relief  of  the  Madison  Library  Association  of 
Fort  Madison,  Lee  county,  Iowa,  and  moved 
that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  its 
further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDKR  OF  BU8INBS8. 

Mr.  NIBLACK.  Would  it  be  in  order  now 
to  move  to  go  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  on  the  fortification 
appropriation  bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  It  would  not.  The  Clerk 
will  read  from  the  order  of  business  in  relation 
to  a  bill  reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont [Mr.VViLLARD]  from  the  select  Commit- 
tee on  the  Reorganization  of  the  Civil  Service 
of  the  United  States. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

"A  bill  (H.  R.787)  to  preserve  theindependenoe  of 
the  several  departments  of  the  Government.  Bend; 
ing  the  question  on  its  en^roaament  the  morning 
hoar  expired.  February  21,  its  farther  consideration 
postponed  until  Wednesday,  March  20,  after  the 
morning  hoar.  Special  order  for  that  and  the  next 
day.  ana  main  qaention  to  be  ordered  at  four  jp.  m. 
on  the  latter  day,  March  20.  Postponed  until  Wed- 
nesday, April  17,  next,  at  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  to  be 
considered  under  the  same  conditions  as  those  here- 
tofore ordered." 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  an  arrange- 
ment could  be  made  by  which  the  fortification 
appropriation  bill  could  be  considered  and 
passea  by  the  House  to-day  without  prejudice 
U>  other  interests,  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations would  be  very  glad  to  clear  the  decks 
for  the  tariff  bill  when  it  comes  up.     We  have 


but  two  or  three  more  bills  to  bring  before  the 
House,  and  that  one  could  be  got  through  in 
an  -hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  hope  that  will  be  agreed 
to,  after  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr. 
Wilt^ard]  shall  have  concluded  the  remarks 
he  desires  to  submit  to-day. 

Mr.  DAWES.  Will  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  [Mr.  Willard]  yield  to  me  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  for  reference? 

Mr.  WILLARD.  I  will  do  so,  if  it  shall 
take  no  time. 

COLLBOTION  OF  INTERNAL  RRYBNDB. 

Mr.  DAWES,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2327)  to  reduce  the 
force  required  for  the  collection  of  internal 
revenue  and  to  diminish  the  expense  of  such 
collection ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CIVIL  SERVICE. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  now  resumes 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  787) 
to  preserve  the  independence  of  the  several 
departments  of  the  Government,  upon  which 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Willard] 
is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  a 
paper  I  send  to  his  desk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Executive  OrtJer.— The  advisory  board  of  the  civil 
service  bavins  completed  the  grouping  eontem* 
plated  by  the  rules  already  adopted,  have  recom- 
mended pertain  provisions  for  carrying  the  rules 
into  effect. 

The  recommendations,  as  herewith  published,  are 
approved,  and  the  provisions  will  be  enforced  as 
rapidly  as  the  proper  arrangements  can  be  made, 
and  the  thirteenth  of  the  rules  adopted  on  the 
19th  day  of  December  last  is  amended  to  read  •■ 
published  herewith. 

The  utmost  fidelity  and  diligence  will  be  expected 
of  all  officers  in  every  branch  of  the  public  service. 
Political  assessments,  as  they  are  called,  have  been 
forbidden  within  the  varioas  Departments^  and 
while  the  right  of  all  persons  in  official  position  to 
take  part  in  politics  is  acknowledged,  and  the  elect- 
ive franchise  is  recogniaed  as  a  high  trust,  to  be 
discharged  by  all  entitled  to  its  exercise,  whether  in 
the  employment  of  the  Governmeot  or  in  private 
life,  honesty  and  efficiency,  not  political  activity, 
will  determme  the  tenure  or  office. 

TJ.  S.  GRANT. 

By  the  President: 

HAMILTON  FISH, 
Secretary  of  State. 
Washington,  As>ril  16, 1872. 

Mr.  .WILLARD.  I  have  caased  this  ezeca- 
tive  order  to  be  read,  because  it  seems  to  me 
that  it  is  a  very  fitting  introduction  to  some 
discussion  of  this  question  of  civil  service 
reform. 

Mr.  Speakei^  we  are  all  reformers — profess- 
edly so  at  least.  We  are  all  in  favor  of  civil 
service  reform — of  some  sort.  Republicans 
and  Democrats;  all  shades  of  Kepnblic- 
ans  and  all  shades  of  Democrats  are  opposed 
to  corruption — in  the  abstract.  We  make 
public  proclamation  of  this  in  speeches  here, 
upon  the  stump,  upon  the  {Hatform,  and 
through  all  our  newspapers.  Messages  of ' 
Presidents  and  reports  of  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments press  the  subject  npon  our  attciution. 
Not  nnfrequent  developments  of  the  improper 
use  of  official  positions  and  information  seem 
to  demand  some  action  calculated  to  secure 
more  honesty,  honor  and  efficiency  in  places 
of  trust,  responsibility,  and  power,  and  all 
resolve  that  we  will  at  once  set  about  the  work. 

But  from  the  very  beginning  we  encounter 
apparently  almost  insurmountable  obstacles. 
We  agree  substantially  as  to  the  end  which  we 
ought  to  reach  ;  we  differ  with  a  difference  as 
wide  as  that  which  separates  the  poles  as  to 
the  means  to  reach  that  end.  No  man  will 
say  that  he  is  not  in  favor  of  a  rigorously  honest 
administration  of  public  affairs.  Tweed  used 
to  say  that  when  he  was  stealing  millions 
annually.  It  costs  nothing  to  be  honest  and 
noble  and  good — on  paper;  and  that  kind  of 
honesty  and  nobility  and  goodness  has  there- 
fore become  common  and  cheap.  Are  we  ever 
to  have  anything  better?  Is  there  to  be  any 
reform  in  fact?    Or  are  we  still  to  put  agree- 
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able  and  virtaoas  resolatioas  in  our  platform 8 
to  delude  and  catch  the  votes  of  the  honest 
and  simple  minded  and  nnsuspioioas  people, 
while  any  actual  reform,  or  even  any  attempted 
reform,  is  as  far  away  as  ever  ? 

With  a  view  of  getting  some  kind  of  an 
answer  to  these  questions,  I  am  pressing  this 
bill  for  action  at  the  present  session  of  Con- 
gress. Reform  has  rested  only  in  the  vagne 
generalities  of  resolutions  and  good  determina- 
tions long  enoagh.  It  has  been  used  as  a  fair 
pretense  quite  as  long  as  such  a  pretense  can 
mislead  intelligent  men.  Those  who  mean 
reform  when  they  say  reform,  have  reached  a 
point  where  they  believe  it  is  desirable  to 
ascertain  who  is  willing  to  act  as  well  as  to 
talk  in  favor  of  it.  Happily  we  have  a  Presi- 
dent— with  whom  more  than  with  all  others 
rests  for  the  present  the  power  of  advancing 
reform — who  has  announced  in  unmistakable 
language  his  purpose  of  giving  a  carefully 
prepared  scheme,  which  has  been  submitted 
to  his  judgment,  and  which  he  has  unreserv- 
edly approved  in  its  general  scope,  ^^a  fair 
trial." 

I  will  not  stop  to  consider  whether  his 
adherence  thus  far  to  this  determination  has 
quite  equaled  onr  expectations,  if  he  has 
come  short  of  what  we  hoped,  I  am  charitable 
enough  to  believe  that  the  fault  is  infinitely 
less  his  than  that  of  the  Congress  which  ought 
to  have  given  him  an  encouraging  response 
long  before  this,  and  of  some  self  appointed 
leaders  of  the  Republican  party  who,  while 
eulogizing  General  Grant,have  nearly  strangled 
the  measure  which  he  so  cordially  and  fully 
indorsed.  I  believe  the  President,  if  let  alone, 
will  give  civil  service  reform  a  fair  trial;  and 
as  I  am  most  heartily  in  favor  of  allowing  the 
experiment  to  be  tried,  I  am  in  favor  of  such 
legislation  as  will  at  least  prohibit  members 
ofCongress  from  interfering  with  what  is  not 
only  the  pleasure  but  the  right  of  the  Exec- 
utive to  make  appointments  to  and  removals 
from  the  civil  service  in  his  own  way. 

Mr.  Speaker,  at  the  commencement  of  this 
debate  1  shall  present  some  general  consider- 
ations touching  the  question  of  civil  service 
reform.  I  am,  as  I  have  been  for  a  long  time, 
satisfied  that  the  objections  to  the  bill  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  oner  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House,  as  well  as  the  objections  to  every 
measure  looking  to  any  essential  modification 
of  the  present  system  of  making  appointments 
in  the  civil  service,  spring  mainly  from  hos- 
tility to  any  change  in  the  present  vicious 
practice  of  allowing  partisan  considerations, 
favoritism,  and  political  influence  to  control 
the  appointment  and  employment  of  persons 
in  the  service  of  the  Government.  This  is  the 
inspiration  of  nearly  all  the  criticism  which 
those  who  advocate  some  change  have  to 
encounter. 

The  late  rebellion  was  nominally  a  defense 
of  liberty,  but  really  a  defense  of  slavery ;  and 
"  until  this  truth  was  recognized  the  issue  was 
not  squarely  made  or  the  battles  squarely 
fought.  When  this  truth  was  confessed — and  it 
was  recognized  by  the  people  long  before  it 
was  by  the  politicians — the  battle  went  for- 
ward to  victory.  Men  knew  what  they  were 
fighting  for,  and  took  sides  accordingly.  And 
in  the  struggles  for  a  reform  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice the  real  objection  has  been  until  recently 
kept  out  of  sight,  and  the  defenders  of  the 
present  methods  have  professed  to  have  at 
heart  only  a  devotion  to  the  Constitution  and 
the  inalienable  rights  of  the  people  to  hold 
office. 

The  proposed  reform  has,  however,  already 
served  one  good  purpose ;  it  has  disclosed  the 
real  hostility  to  any  essential  improvement  of 
the  civil  service  of  the  country.  While  the 
friends  of  reform  were  compelled  to  work 
through  public  opinion  and  the  forms  of  legis 
lation  alone,  public  opinion  could  be  pirtially 
quieted  by  specious  constitutional  objections 
and  popular  denunciation  of  aristocracies  and 
monopolies;  while  Mr.  Jeockes  and  his  few 


coworkers  in  Congress  were  allowed  to  make 
speeches  which  were  seldom  answered,  and 
to  perfect  bills  which  were  always  recom- 
mitted or  sent  to  the  table  with  a  contempt- 
uous indifference  that  generally  characterizes 
a  confident  majority.  But  when  the  President 
unmistakably  announced  his  purpose  to  intro- 
duce a  reform  far  more  sweeping  and  far-reach- 
ing than  Mr.  Jenckes's  bill  contemplated,  the 
business  began  to  look  serious.  The  constitu- 
tional difficulty  was  obviated.  The  President 
was  known  to  be  persistent.  He  seldom  sur- 
renders a  position.  He  asked  Congress  for  all 
the  strength  it  could  give  him  in  the  fair  trial 
which  he  announced  the  measure  should  have. 
The  friends  of  reform  took  new  courage.  In 
the  suddenness  of  this  attack  from  an  unex- 
pected quarter,  the  opponents  of  any  change 
at  once  avowed  the  opinion  that  such  a  meas- 
ure actually  put  in  practice  would  accomplish 
the  defeat  of  the  Republican  party.  This,  in 
other  words,  is  an  assertion  that  the  success 
of  the  Republican  party  is  only  to  be  secured 
by  a  judicious  use  of  patronage.  In  plain  lan- 
guage, it  means  that  the  party  is  kept  together 
by  the  ^'cohesive  force  of  public  plunder." 

We  are  told  that  the  Republican  party  can- 
not carry  the  elections  in  close  States  unless 
the  active  and  influential  politicians  can  have 
a  share  of  ^Hhe  spoils"  as  a  reward  for  their 
activity  and  influence.  Well,  Mr.  Speaker,  to 
those  of  my  political  associates  who  honestly 
believe  this  confession — a  confession  as  humil- 
iating to  the  party,  as  discreditable  to  the  peo- 
ple, as  fatal  to  any  hope  of  the  success  of  repub- 
lican institutions  as  can  well  be  imagined — it  is 
perhaps  useless  to  address  an  argument,  as  they 
doubtless  believe  the  success  of  the  Republican 
party,  even  by  disreputable  means,  would  pre- 
vent greater  calamities  to  the  country.  To  those 
who  make  this  objection  to  the  measure,  but 
who  do  not  believe  it,  bein?  actuated  simply 
by  love  of  '^  the  spoils,"  and  who  can  see  no 
good  to  come  from  a  Republican  success  that 
does  not  give  active  politicians  access  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  or  the  pockets 
of  the  people,  it  would,  of  course,  be  idle  to 
address  an  argument,  for  they  know  just  what 
they  are  fighting  their  political  battles  for,  and 
mean  to  get  it 

If,  however,  converts  cannot  be  made  here 
by  discussion  they  may  be  elsewhere,  and  a 
debate  cannot  be  fruitless  of  good  which  shall 
draw  the  attention  of  intelligent  people  to  the 
real  questions  at  issue  in  the  discussion.  Be- 
lieving, as  I  do  believe,  that  the  actual  peril  to 
the  Republican  party,  as  well  as  to  republican 
institutions,  lies  in  a  rejection,  as  the  safety  of 
the  party  and  of  the  country  lies  in  the  accept- 
ance of  this  or  some  other  kindred  measure 
of  reform,  as  I  love  Republicanism  in  its  purity 
and  nobility  of  ideas  and  purposes,  and  as  1 
love  my  country  and  desire  that  it  may  reach 
the  grand  achievements  in  the  development  of 
man  as  a  rational  being,  which  lie  before  it  as 
the  brilliant  possibilities  of  its  future,  I  can- 
not refuse  to  contribute  my  heartiest  efforts  in 
aid  of  this  cause. 

Is  reform  needed? 

In  a  general  way  this  question  is  answered 
in  the  affirmative  by  every  one.  Those  who 
boast  that  our  civil  service  is  the  best  in  the 
world  admit  at  the  same  time  that  it  can  be 
improved.  I  suspect,  however,  there  is  a  rad- 
ical and  vital  difference  to  be  found,  some- 
times even  among  the  real  friends  of  reform, 
not  alone  as  to  the  reform  needed,  but  as  to 
the  evil  which  is  to  be  remedied. 

I  do  not  rest  my  belief  of  the  necessity  of 
some  reform  in  the  civil  service  alone  upon 
any  array  of  defaulting  and  swindling  officials ; 
upon  any  parade  of  hgures  showing  the  grand 
aggregate  of  the  money  wrongfuilv  taken  from 
individuals  under  color  of  colleciions  for  pub- 
lic use,  and  fraudulently  and  feloniously  put 
into  private  pockets;  upon  any  list  of  schemes 
pressed  in  Congress  and  State  Legislatures* 
which,  under  pretense  of  the  public  good,  pour 
into  the  coffers  of  rich  corporations  and  into 


the  private  hoards  of  nnscrupnloiis  men. 
wealth  wrung  at  last  from  those  who  cv. 
afford  to  contribute  of  their  scaotj  subMa-  ■ 
to  gild  the  palaces  of  the  rich,  and  swc..  :.r 
revenues  ana  the  power  of  the  strong. 

It  is  true  we  can  multiply  these  ?u*i3*.< 
almost  without  limit.  But  thev  are  onij  ^' 
surface  symptoms  of  a  disease  which  vii.  a- 
pear  in  one  form  or  another  until  it  is  mi 
cally  cured.  They  are  the  braoches  of  i  r:^ 
deadly  in  its  inflaences,  and  we  can  speQi'ir 
time  more  profitably  than  in  lopping  of  .j 
branches  by  striking  at  its  roots,  "h^rt 
may  be  corrupt  and  dishonest  officials  ia  a.*t 
administration  of  government.  No  te!!t  or 
vigilance  can  ^ve  the  people  absolat^  pto'jx- 
tion  against  thieves  in  public  places,  aoj  s v» 
than  laws  and  police  can  secure  oar  pn);^rtT 
from  the  vulgar  thief  who  steals  oar  poek'fi- 
book  or  robs  our  dwelling.  Bat  wbtt  voc'i 
be  thought  of  the  community  whlcb  MA 
be  content  with  its  laws  against  stealiog.  %4 
such  execution  of  them  as  was  possible  throifi 
the  courts,  and  never  teach  in  its  sehools  &'J 
its  churches  that  such  human  eoactmeabv^^ 
only  in  aid  of  the  divine  law  of  jastioe  ▼i:i:£ 
ought  to  be  in  the  heart  of  every  maa?  Tr? 
evil  is  not  merely  in  administration.  It  ii  c:{ 
alone  that  here  and  there  our  method  'A 
administering  government  gives  us  ao  ineoa- 
petent  or  a  dishonest  official ;  it  is  that  this  iji- 
tem  is  at  war  with  every  principle  of  fre::^;;^- 
ernment,  and  if  not  torn  up  by  the  roou  uj 
utterly  destroyed,  will  destroy  the  GoTerDiBf'.t 
itself. 

In  the  constitution  of  my  State  \i  Ihe  fo3of- 

ing  proposition : 

*'  That  frequent  recurr«nc6  to  fandameaUl  vta- 
ciples«  and  a  arm  adberenoe  to  jojtiM,  modtnrn. 
temperance,  iodastry,  andfmcatity  ar*  ate:»!a^'^ 
oeoessary  to  proiierve  the  blewiiigs  of  liberty  ui 
keep  Government  free." 

One  of  these  *' fundamental  priocip'^!" 
embodied  in  the  same  constitutioa  ii  t&si 
expressed  : 

•*That  a  Government  is.  or  ought  to  be  institatd 
for  the  common  beaeftt,  protection,  aad  sMami  ■■■ 
the  people,  nation,  or  oommanity,  aod  not  for  nt 
particular  emolameat  or  adrantaf  e  of  U7  »V>| 
man,  family,  or  set  of  men.  who  are  part  oair  « tw 
oommunity." 

This  admirable  statement  of  porposesfe 
which  government  ought  to  exist,  »ni  t^^ 
which  it  only  has  a  right  to  exist,  will  hn^^ 
be  called  in  question  as  the  true  fandsntrou^ 
principle  of  our  national  Governmeat.   Ad 
if  Governments   cannot    rightfully  eiiss  i?f 
other  purposes  than    "the  commoo  beoelt. 
protection,  and  security  of  the  people,'  cat 
a  party  honestly  or    rightfully  seek  cootrsjl 
of  the  Government  for  any  other  parpose,  o^^ 
having  possession   of  the  Goverument,  c»d  b 
rightfully  use  that  possession  except  for  ^ 
public  good,  **the  commoa  benefit "  of  "^^ 
whole  people  ?    Government  is  not  the  pos^ 
sion  of  any  man  or  set  of  men.    And  ii  k  o^ 
more  the    Government  of  a  *'8etofflJ^o 
becsbuse  that  "set  of  men"  choose  to  ciu 
themselves  a  party,  or  to  form  a  ring  ias« 
a  party  and  insist  that  the  QovemmeDi  w  |^ 
possession  of  the  inner  rin^,  than  U  » 
possession  of  one  man  who  is  so  ^^^'r^ 
and  absolute  despot ;  or  the  possessi^'^^** 
aristocracy  who  take  to  themselfes  the  m^ 
and  the  emoluments  of  the  offices  and  cobobi 
the  Governmentfor their individaalad?ant«e^ 
or  the  possession  of  a  race  who  shall  wjoo.^ 
that  this  or  any  other  is  a  white  man  s^^^^' 
ihent.  I  have  been  educated  to  believe  uoi 
United  States  belongs  to  no  partj,  to  nonw. 
to  no  set  of  men.     It  is  not  the  propert;  oi  w 
Republicans;  it  is  not  the  prop^^.®'  J^^ 
Democrats  ;  it  is  the  Government  of  tbe  p  ^^ 
pie ;  to  be  honestly  administered  bj  w^^ 
men  may  officially  have  control  of  iti  i? 
that  justice  may  be  established,  domestic  nwj^ 

(juilhty  insured,  the  common  ^*^®°y  ^'"j  ^^ 
lor,   the   general  welfare  promoted,  w^^ 
blessings  of  liberty  secured  to  oarseiws 
our  posterity.  ^Lff-ilfl 

It  is  because  1  believe  that  a  nstijffr" 
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kDger  meDacea  our  free  institutioDS  than  the 
as  of  even  millioaa  of  dollars  annaally  by 
iculating  officials,  through  this  debasement  of 
Cities  and  parlies  into  organisations  seeking 
e  control  of  the  Government  for  what  can 
)  made  out  of  it,  that  I  am  thoroughly  in 
.ruest  in  pressing  some  measure  of  reform. 
Is  it  doubled  that  this  private  greed  is  a 
>weiful  if  not  controlling  influence  with  those 
bo  manage  the  machinery  of  party  politics  ? 
Bt  us  consider  what  evidence  we  have  of  it. 
ne  evidence  of  this  is  found  in  the  confes- 
on  of  the  opponents  of  this  bill,  that  it  is 
icessary  to  use  Government  patronage  in 
:der  to  maintain  party  supremacy.  For  my 
resent  purpose  I  do  not  need  to  assent  to  this 
i  a  correct  conclusion.  It  is  enough  that  both 
irties  by  their  conduct  as  well  as  their  dec- 
rations  assert  their  belief  that  it  is  true, 
his  is  one  facts  and  to  a  certain  extent  em- 
races  nearly  if  not  all  the  rest.  Indeed,  the 
dservation  of  every  one  who  listens  to  me 
ill  confirm  this  statement ;  that  office  seeking 
»r  what  can  be  made  out  of  office- holding, 
id  political  aciivity  which  is  to  be  paid  for 
L  commissions  and  perquisites  and  salaries, 
re  common  and  commanding  influences  in 
lodern  political  life. 

If  I  should  charge  that  this  was  the  vice  of 
)e  Deuiocraiic  political  organization,  my  side 
f  the  House  would  I  think  at  once  assent  to 
;  and  they  would  point  to  the  fact  that  the 
democratic  party  first  announced  the  political 
octrin^  that  to  *  ^  the  victor  belong  the  spoils  of 
le  enemy,"  and  to  Tammany  as  thelatestand 
lost  tremendous  villainy  to  which  that  doctrine 
ad  led,  as  the  proof  that  the  Democratic 
arty  is,  as  it  has  always  been,  distinguished 
)x  its  devotion  to  this  particular  portion  of  its 
reed.  But  what  we  charge  upon  our  adver- 
aries  we  are  slow  to  believe  ourselves  guilty 
f.  In  one  of  Macaulay's  essays  on  the  Earl 
f  Chatham  I  find  this  passage: 

**  Dante  telli  as  that  he  mw,  in  Malebolge,  a 
Lrange  encounter  between  a  hainan  form  and  aaer- 
eut.  The  eaeinies,  after  cruel  wounds  inflicted, 
tood  glaring  at  each  other.  A  great  clood  snr- 
oanded  them, and  then  a  wonderful  metamorphoeiii 
egan.     Each  creature  was  transfigured  into  the 


1  ken  ess  of  his  antagonist.  The  serpent's  tail  divid- 
d  itself  into  two  legs,  the  man's  legs  intertwined 
tiemseWes  into  a  tail.    The  body  of  the  serpent  pat 


nemsejves  into  a  can.  xne  nooy  oz  toe  serpent  pat 
jrth  arms;  the  arms  of  the  man  shrank  into  nis 
ody.  At  length  the  serpent  stood  up  a  man  and 
pake;  the  man  sank  down  a  serpent  and  glided 
issing  away.  Something  like  this  was  the  trans- 
)rtnation  which,  during  the  reign  of  George  I, 
ufcll  the  two  English  parties.  Each  gradually 
ook  the  shape  and  color  of  its  foe,  till  at  length 
he  Tor^  rose  up  erect  the  sealot  of  freedom,  and 
he  Whig  crawled  and  licked  the  dost  at  the  feet 
f  power.". 

Something  of  this  forcible  illustration  of 
iflacaulay  is  true  of  parties  in  this  country  in 
he  historj  of  the  last  forty  years.  If  the 
democratic  serpent  has  not  yet  changed  its 
lature  and  risen  erect  the  zealot  of  freedom 
lod  of  honesty,  I  fear  the  Eepublican  party 
las  partially  changed  from  its  noble  human 
ibape  and  its  erect  and  lofty  championship 
>f  honesty,  and  sometimes  crawled  and  Ifckea 
he  dust  at  the  feet  of  the  distributors  of  pat- 
-ouage.  The  Republican  party  carried  on  all 
ts  banners,  in  all  its  platforms,  and  in  all  its 
>ublic  declarations  of  principles  before  it 
;ame  into  power,  denunciations  of  these  very 
rices  of  the  Democracy.  If  there  was  one 
;hing  more  than  another — always  exceptina; 
.he  opposition  to  slavery — which  distinguished 
;he  party  while  it  was  a  minority,  it  was 
ts  coudemnation  of  the  official  corruption  of 
ts  political  adversaries,  their  tyranny  of  party 
iiscipline,  and  their  prostitution  of  all  the 
powers  and  resources  of  the  Government  to 
;he  advancement  and  enrichment  of  Demo- 
crats and  Democracy :  and  if  there  was  one 
person  more  than  auotner  who  was  then  de- 
:(^bted  by  his  Republican  fellow-citizens,  it  was 
;he  person  who,  for  the  sake  of  an  office  or  a 
[}overument  contract,  would  abandon  his 
:}pinion8  and  sell  his  political  influence  to 
inaintaia  that  party  in  power.  I  think  the 
phrase  ''dough  face''  grew  into  some  popa* 
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larity  as  a  fit  characteria»tion  of  the  pliancy 
and  plastic  character  of  the  individuals  who 
gave  their  political  influence  to  maintain  sla- 
▼erv,  receiving  as  their  reward  probably  riches, 
and  certainly  earning  the  contempt  which  such 
sale  deserved.  I  have  a  right,  therefore,  to 
assume  that  all  the  earlv  teachings  of  the  Ee- 
publican partv,  all  its  nonored  traditions,  all 
the  grand  truths  it  formulated  into  statements 
of  principles  while  it  was  gradually  winning  its 
way  in  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  push- 
ing its  victories  toward  the  control  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, are  hostile  in  spirit  and  in  letter  to 
the  highwaymen's  motto,  *'He  has  a  right  to 
plunder  who  is  able  to  overcome." 

Yet  when  the  Republicans  took  possession 
of  the  Government,  in  1860,  they  made  a  clean 
sweep  of  the  offices,  and  did  practically  act 
upon  this  same  ^'  spoils  "  theory ;  and  I  regret 
beyond  measure  that  such  a  melancholy  de- 
parture from  every  principle  they  had  before 
advocated  was  at  once  evident.  There  was, 
perhaps,  a  partial  excuse  for  it  in  the  trying 
and  extraordinary  emergency  which  confronted 
President  Lincoln.  The  Democratic  party,  as 
such,  seemed  in  league  with  treason,  and  the 
very  life  of  the  Government  appeared  to  depend 
upon  the  fidelity  to  Republican  principles  of 
those  in  office  as  well  as  of  the  people  every- 
where.  Yet  those  who  witnessea  the  rush  of 
office-seekers  to  the  national  capital  at  the  in- 
auguration of  Mr.  Lincoln  will  not  soon  forget 
it.  Travelers  in  the  East  tell  os  that  when  an 
elephant  or  a  bnfialo  is  shot  by  the  hunter 
almost  instantaneously  I  from  every  point  of  the 
compass,  out  of  the  cloudless  sky,  in  which  but 
the  moment  before  not  a  bird  was  to  be  seen, 
descend  a  cloud  of  vultures  to  prey  upon  the 
carcass.  From  a  height  beyond  the  reach  of 
human  vision  their  trained  eyes  catch  sight  of 
the  victim,  and  with  swifi  and  powerful  pin- 
ions they  sweep  with  the  speed  of  an  arrow  on 
their  prey.  This  is  perhaps  not  an  inapt  illus- 
tration of  the  throngs  of  office-seekers  from 
every  part  of  the  country  that  swept  down  on 
Washington  and  darkened  the  doors  of  the 
White  Bouse  in  pursuit  of  the  spoils  at  the 
commencement  of  Mr.  Lincoln's  first  term. 
How  they  harried  that  patient  and  long-suffer- 
ing President  I  will  let  Mr.  Lincoln  himself 
tell.  One  month  after  his  accession  to  office 
he  said: 

**  I  wish  I  ooald  get  time  to  attend  to  the  sooth* 
em  question ;  I  think  I  know  what  is  wanted,  and 
believe  I  could  do  something  toward  quieting  the 
rising  discontent,  but  the  office-seekers  demand  all 
my  time.  I  am  like  a  man  so  basy  in  letting  rooms 
in  one  end  of  his  house  that  he  cannot  stop  to  put 
out  the  fire  that  is  burning  tbe  other.  Sitting  here, 
where  all  the  avenues  to  public  patronage  seem  to 
oome  together  in  a  knot,  it  doee  appear  to  me  that 
our  people  are  fast  approaching  the  point  where  it 
can  be  said  that  seven  eighths  of  them  are  trying  to 
find  out  how  to  live  at  the  expense  of  the  other 
eighth." 

And  to  his  former  law-partner,  Mr.  Hem- 
don,  he  said : 

*' If  ever  this  free  people;  if  this  Government 
itself,  is  ever  utterly  demoralised,  it  will  eome  from 
this  wriggle  and  straggle  for  office;  that  is,  away  to 
live  without  work." 

Shall  I  be  told  that  in  this  I  am  condemning 
the  Republican  party  ?  Well,  sir,  I  am  con- 
demning the  Republican  party  so  far  as  an 
organization  it  is  guilty  of  the  offenses  I 
describe ;  I  am  condemning  the  Republican 
party  so  far  as  it  is  following  the  corrupt  and 
corrupting  example  of  its  political  predeces- 
sors in  the  control  of  the  Government ;  I  am 
condemning  the  Republican  party  so  far  as 
it  treats  offices  as  the  rewarcl  of  mere  party 
service;  I  am  condemning  the  Republican 
party  so  far  as  it  asserts  or  acta  upon  the 
theory  that  a  party  or  a  man  beaten  in  an 
election  is  on  that  account  to  be  treated  as 
an  enemy  conquered  in  war ;  I  am  condemn- 
ing the  Republican  party  so  far  as  it  upholds 
or  defends  the  system  which  gives  millions 
annually  in  moieties,  perquisites,  and  profit- 
able jobs  to  political  frienas  as  a  reward  for 
political  service  or  political  influence;  I  am 
condempiog  the  Republican  party  whenever 


and  wherever  it  takes  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  United  States  the  money  which  belongs 
to  the  whole  people,  and  should  be  used  in 
relieving  the  heavy  burden  of  the  public  debt 
and  to  lighten  the  load  of  taxation  under 
which  the  nation  labors,  and  puts  that  money 
into  the  pockets  of  the  political  or  personal 
favorites  of  anybody,  or  uses  it  to  make  up 
an  election  funa  with  which  to  carry  on  politi- 
cal campaigns.  So  fijir  as  the  Republican  party 
permits  such  practices  while  it  has  control  of 
the  Government  it  deserves  to  be  condemned ; 
and  if  it  cannot  reform  itself,  and  banish  from 
its  administration  of  affairs  the  pe^tilent  and 
infamous  doctrine  of  the  spoils,  it  will  sooner 
or  later  be  disowned  by  the  people,  aod  will 
meet,  as  it  will  merit,  an  overthrow  as  signal 
and  as  crushing  as  that  which  has  befallen 
Tammany. 

^  I  know  many  gentlemen  do  not  share  with 
me  in  the  apprehension  that  much  dauber  will 
come  to  the  Government  from  this  meUiod  of 
managing  parties  and  carrying  election  by  the 
use  of  other  instrumentalities  than  appeals  to 
the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of  the  people. 
But  my  observation  leads  me  to  no  such  calm 
and  hopeful  conclusion.  The  Democratic 
part^  was  an  honest  party  when  it  took  pos- 
session of  the  Government  more  than  forty 
years  ago.  For  thirty  years  it  had  nearly  un- 
interrupted control  of  national  affairs,  the 
Whig  party  only  coming  into  power  at  two 
distant  intervals.  To  what  did  this  spoils 
doctrine  bring  the  Democracy?  Did  it  not 
make  that  party  the  pliant  instrument  of  the 
slaveholder,  until  the  whip  on  the  plantation 
was  hardly  less  potent  in  driving  the  trembling 
slave  to  his  work  than  the  slaveholder's  lash 
in  conventions  and  in  Congress  in  driving  to 
their  appointed  task  the  subservient  northern 
ally  of  the  slave  power?  Do  gentlemen  not 
remember  against  what  tremendous  odds  at 
the  beginning  the  battle  of  freedom  was  fought, 
when  a  free  press  was  destroyed  in  Illinois 
and  free  speech  was  smothered  in  Boston  by 
mobs,  and  of  the  earlier  champions  of  the 
slave  some  gave  their  lives  for  the  cause,  and 
all  put  in  peril  their  reputation  and  fought  as 
in  a  forlorn  hope?  It  was  ''the spoils"  of 
party  and  **  the  spoils"  of  commerce  that 
held  the  North  back  for  years  in  the  war  on 
slavery. 

But  commerce  would  have  heen  soon  help- 
less against  the  rising  tide  of  public  sentiment 
and  an  awakened  public  conscience  had  not 
the  power  of  a  party  army,  with  its  officers 
fed  and  paid  and  bribed  out  of  the  public 
Treasury  bv  the  spoils,  with  a  subordinate  in 
every  hamlet  North  and  South,  cracking  his 
party  whip  in  every  election  precinct  in  the 
country,  been  able  still  to  hold  back  the  nation 
from  the  work  that  lay  before  it.  Even  the  little 
taste  which  the  Whig  party  had  of  the  spoils 
in  1848  so  debauched  and  debased  it  that  four 
^ears  later}  in  its  platform,  it  surrendered  all 
its  manliness  and  nobility,  and,  like  the  hu- 
man form  Dante  saw  in  his  vision,  crawled 
and  licked  the  dust  at  the  feet  of  the  slave 
power,  emulating  its  old  antagonist  in  its  pros- 
tration and  abasement.  Many  of  its  great  men, 
its  chiefs  and  statesmen,  shared  in  its  humilia- 
tion, and  the  party  which  had  oflen  in  its  his- 
tory uttered  grand  words  in  behalf  of  liberty 
was  defeated ;  having  sold  its  birth-right  for  a 
mess  of  Dottage,  it  was  cheated  out  ot  its  pay ; 
and  it  died,  as  Webster  died,  broken,  disap- 
pointed, and  with  its  fame  sullied  by  tbe  dis- 
Konor  which  the  love  of  office  brought  upon  it. 

And  what  of  the  Democratic  party  ?  Are 
the  administrations  of  Pierce  and  Buchanan 
forgotten,  and  the  prostitution  of  the  party 
through  every  agency  it  could  command  and 
by  the  most  unblushing  use  of  the  spoils  to 
its  work  of  making  slavery  national  and  free- 
dom sectional  ?  1  he  business  was  completely 
understood  and  thoroughly  systematized,  and 
a  more  generally  subsidized  and  well-drilled 
army  than  this  Democratic  party  never  charged 
9  br^a^twork  or  stormed  a  fort,  until  the  issue 
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between  freedom  and  slavery  was  sharply 
joined  on  the  soil  of  Kansas.  From  that  time 
forward  the  Republican  party,  formed  of  the 
better  elements  of  the  Whig  party  and  of  the 
Democrats  whose  love  of  freedom  overcame 
their  devotion  to  their  old  organization,  be^an 
its  straggle  against  every  form  of  corraption, 
against  every  unwarranted  use  of  power, 
against  the  tyranny  of  party  discipline  and  the 
dictation  of  party  leaders,  and  at  last  won 
the  grand  triumph  of  1860.  And  then  came 
the  rebellion,  a  rebellion  that  could  never  have 
been  quickened  into  life  in  a  single  State  had 
it  not  been  thought  by  its  chiefs  that  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  at  the  North  was  so  corrupted 
by  patvonage  and  so  demoralized  by  the  spoils 
that  it  would  welcome  Jefferson  Davis  or  any 
other  usurper  who  would  restore  to  its  leaders 
once  more  a  share  of  the  public  plunder. 
Then  the  Democratic  party  fell,  and,  I  trust, 
fell  like  Lucifer,  never  to  hope  again.  Its 
gigantic  crimes  against  liberty  would  never  have 
been  possible  had  it  not  debased  itself  and 
debauched  the  people  through  Mr.  Marcy's 
infamous  doctrine.  So  thoroughly  had  the 
poison  of  that  demoralizing  creed  gone  through 
its  whole  body  and  saturated  its  organiza- 
tion, that  the  discipline  and  the  regimen  and 
the  medicines  of  the  last  eight  years  have 
not  purified  its  system.  It  still  hankers  for 
the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt.  To  day  it  gets  no 
credit  for  its  protestations  of  reform.  We 
smile  in.  derision  at  its  denunciations  qf  cor- 
ruption. We  laugh  at  its  **  passive  policy, '^ 
and  call  it  a  **  possum*'  trick.  In  a  Demo- 
cratic newspaper,  owned  in  part  by  a  member 
of  this  House,  I  read  the  other  day  an  earnest 
plea  that  the  good  men  should  unite  against 
the  bad  men.     The  writer  said : 

"  As  the  Qovernment  is  greater  than  parties,  so 
prinoiples  rise  higher  than  men,  and  where  the  two 
last  are  not  united,  neither  can  be  safely  supported. 
In  the  ezistenoe  of  parties,  also,  there  are  questions 
which  rise  above  finance,  tariSli,  banks,  and  the 
public  domain.  These  are  each  and  all  important 
subjects,  but  the  vitality  and  parity  of  the  Bepublio 
is  the  fnreatest  of  all,  for  safety  rests  only  in  pre- 
serving the  constitutional  liberty  of  the  people  and 
the  rights  of  the  States,  as  well  as  the  unity  and 
integrity  of  the  Federal  Gk>vernment." 

These  ave  brave  and  true  words,  and  with- 
out questioning  the  honesty  and  good  faith  of 
the  gentleman  who  wrote  them,  I  say  to  that 
side  of  the  House,  the  people  listen  to  such 
fair  words  with'  the  utmost  incredulity,  and 
they  will  not  be  persuaded  through  any  pre- 
tense of  reform  to  put  this  Government  in  the 
control,  under  whatever  name,  of  the  party 
which,  by  the  help  of  a  subsidized  army  of 
placemen,  brought  the  country  to  the  brink 
of  ruin,  loaded  it  with  a  mountain  of  debt,  and 
kindled  the  flames  of  a  civil  war  that  were 
only  extinguished  by  rivers  of  blood. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  this  hasty  sketch  of  the 

f)artie8  of  the  last  forty  years  is  seen,  I  be- 
ieve,  what  this  pirate's  motto,  this  ** spoils'' 
doctrine,  has  cost  the  country.  The  virtue, 
the  patriotism,  and  the  honesty  of  the  people 
have  rescued  the  Government  from  the  men 
who  turned  the  very  weapons  forged  in  the 
Constitution  for  the  defense  of  liberty  into 
instruments  of  tyranny,  and  who  through  the 
Federal  Treasury  organized  their  political 
victories.  And  now  remain  these  questions : 
has  the  Republican  party,  or  have  the  people, 
still  virtue  and  honesty  and  patriotism  enough 
to  preserve  the  Government  from  similar  de- 
basement, to  be  succeeded^  by  similar  dis- 
asters? Or  is  the  nation  still  destined  to  be 
torn  and  rent  and  agitated  by  political  cam- 
paigns, and  to  be  alternately  plundered  and 
wasted  by  whichever  party  comes  into  power, 
until  the  people  sink  into  sordid  indifference, 
caring  nothing  for  our  grand  inheritance  of 
freedom,  caring  nothing  for  national  honor, 
and  purchasing  with  bribes  the  safety  and 
immunity  which  can  no  longer  be  secured 
through  the  ballot-box  and  the  forms  of  gov- 
ernment? 

I  need  not  say  I  re|;ard  these  as  serious 
qaestiODs.    I  do  not  beheve  I  exaggerate  their 


importance,  or  that  their  importance  can  be 
exaggerated.  I  know  this  country  and  this 
people  have  wonderful  vitality.  We  have 
amazed  the  world  with  our  continental  growth, 
with  our  gigantic  civil  war,  with  our  stupend- 
ous debt ;  and  now  we  are  astonishing  finan- 
ciers abroad,  and  astonishing  ourselves  by  the 
rapidity  with  which  we  are  retiring  and  can- 
celing our  bonds.  But  no  other  people  have 
had  our  resources  No  other  people  have  had 
our  room  for  expansion.  No  other  people 
have  had  our  composite  nationality,  fusing 
into  one  the  best  and  most  adventurous  and 
most  hopeful  elements  of  all  the  peoples  of 
the  world.  No  other  people  have  had  our 
free  homesteads  for  the  millions  who  come 
to  us  or  are  born  on  our  shores.  The  ques- 
tion of  food,  the  question  of  crowded  popula- 
tions, have  not  troubled  us.  With  those  ques- 
tions at  rest,  and  with  our  large  development 
of  various  industries,  our  ability  to  pay  the 
laborer  remunerative  wages,  our  immense 
production  of  food  in  the  various  forms  which 
can  be  found  in  an  area  stretching  across  the 
continent,  and  through  more  than  twenty  par- 
allels of  latitude  from  the  Red  river  in  the 
north  to  Cape  Sable  almost  in  the  tropics,  our 
coal  and  iron  and  copper  and  marble  and  pre- 
cious metals,  that  yield  their  rich  deposits  by 
the  hundred  millions  to  us  annually,  we  have 
gone  along  very  well.  The  rebellion  aroused 
us  from  our  easy  and  rather  good  natured  in- 
difference to  the  schemes  of  politicians  aud 
maladministration  in  government  with  a  rough 
shock,  but  we  are  settling  back  again  into  some- 
thing of  the  old  unconcern,  careless  to  a  con- 
siderable extent  of  abuses  in  administration  so 
long  as  liberty  is  made  secure  and  the  rights  of 
the  emancipated  black  man  are  respected  and 
protected.  But  is  it  possible  that  thoughtful 
men  do  not  see  that  the  problems  of  government 
to  be  solved  by  the  United  States  in  the  future 
are  more  difficult  than  any  (except slavery)  that 
have  been  presented  to  us  in  the  past  ?  The 
labor  question — not  portentous  yet,  perhaps, 
although  it  has  named  the  first  candidate  for 
the  presidential  campaign — awaits  us.  The 
incorporation  into  the  body  of  citizens  of  an 
emancipated  and  enfranchised  race,  although 
accomplished  by  the  Constitution  and  the 
laws,  must  be  far  from  complete  while  a 
standing  airmy  and  the  suspension  of  the  privi- 
lege of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus — denounced 
as  the  chief  enemies  of  liberty  by  our  fathers 
in  the  Constitution — are  still  deemed  necessary 
to  secure  what  the  nation  has  guarantied ;  and 
while  the  Republican  p&rty  hopes  for  success  in 
the  coming  election  chiedy  because  the  people 
fear  that  its  failure  would  endanger  every  secur- 
ity for  the  liberty  of  the  black  race  which  the 
last  six  years  have  seen  pat  into  the  organic 
law.  Our  friends  from  the  Pacific  coast,  while 
begging  for  subsidies  to  enable  commerce  to 
stretch  out  its  arms  and  bring  to  our  shores 
the  riches  of  the  East,  yet  tremble  with  appre- 
hension lest  we  should  so  modify  our  natural- 
ization laws  as  to  invite  the  pagan  millions  of 
Asia  to  become  citizens  of  the  United  States. 
Vast  and  speculative  projects,  in  the  name  of 
the  '^general  welfare,"  daily,  almost  hourly, 
besiege  Congress  for  subsidies,  grants  of  land, 
acts  of  incorporation,  recognition.  Burned 
cities  invite  and  welcome  military  dictators. 
Peoples  terror-stricken  by  the  raids  of  masked 
midnight  marauders  and  assassins  pray  for 
and  receive  the  protection  of  standing  armies. 
States  plundered  and  despoiled  by  corrupt 
officials,  try  to  find  relief  both  in  impeach- 
ment and  repudiation.  The  first  city  on  the 
continent  is  nardly  yet  free  from  the  banded 
robbers  who  with  their  spoils  corrupted  Dem- 
ocrat and  Republican  alike,  made  their  place 
of  assembling  a  den  of  thieves,  bought  legis- 
lators as  they  would  buy  cattle  in  the  market, 
stole  without  concealment,  and  held  with  im- 
punity one  of  the  principal  railroads  of  the 
country,  bribed  judges,  and  made  courts  their 
willing  tools,  defiled  the  puritv  of  the  ballot- 
box  until  they  made  elections  the  merest  sham  [ 


through  which  to  give  color  to  their  b^^hm 
tions,  and  by  the  poison  of  their  inflaenc^  j^. 
their  plunder  sent  their  contaminatioo  fajr  r^r- 
yond  State  lines  until  they  became  nauooa.  j, 
their  gigantic  crimes,  and  their  appareQio%<:f 
throw  seemed  cause  for  national  coa^rai&'.» 
tion.     And  in  its  ashes  there  yet  live  eso^c 
of  the  wonted  fires  of  Tarn  many  to  arouse  zz.^ 
alarm  and  excite  the  apprehension  of  ho&'*«' 
men  both  in  the  State  and  in  the  natioo.    I: 
the  spoils  of  a  single  State  produced  a  Tv«!f: 
and  Hall  and  Barnard  in  that  limited  field  rj 
operation,  what  alarming  proporUoas  of  n 
lainy  might  not  be  developed  when  the  sp^i.  • 
of  four  hundred  millions  of  reTeoae  Are  turs-^ 
into  private  and  party  channela,  aod    "i^r 
whole  unbounded  continent*'  gives  scope  f>r 
the  expansion  of  schemes  of  plunder?    W« 
shall  have  more  Tweeds  antil  we  stop  sowbs 
the  seed  from  which  they  sprang. 

Can  gentlemen  pretend  to  forecast  the  fiiiart 
and  say  they  fear  nothing  from  the  cooiiaa 
ance  of  this  partisan  use  of  the  spoils  ?  Is  tLeri 
no  danger  that  what  we  have  characterised  u 
the  consummation  of  political  wickedaeas  is. « 
State,  may  not  yet  appear  in  mightier  pn^p^^r 
tions  on  the  larger  stage  of  national  affairs  ?  i 
beg  those  who  think  so  to  consider  the  gr-i: 
railroad    corporations  that    reach    with  tfic.; 
Briarean  hands  into  every  State  and  to  *^ 
utmost  bounds  of  the  continent,  and  levy  unj 
tribute  on  every  industry  known  to  our  peo 
pie.     The  control  of  State  Legislatures  b  v  th 
them  a  matter  of  business,  provided  for  re^. 
larly  in  their  '^construction  acconnt''  or  buj 
cellaneous  expenditures ;  and  only  the  onk'^T 
day  we  had  a  ta:ite  of  their  quality  in  the  as- 
tional  Congress.     How  long  will  it  be  befor. 
the  people  may  have  to  assect  their  title  to  *J^ 
national  Government  against   the    power  uf 
these  corporations? 

What  problems  will  be  presented  to  us  u 
solve  ill  connection  with  territory  and  peopla 
just  beyond  our  border?  Can^a,  Mexico, 
Cuba,  San  Domingo,  even  the  islands  of  tbt 
Pacific  sea,  are  daily  held  up  before  us  as  •  &r 
future  possessions ;  and  what  perils  of  poiitial 
legislation  we  may  have  to  encounter  befbn 
annexation,  and  what  perils  of  govern meft; 
afterward,  the  clearest  sagacity  can  only  iaiati; 
discern. 

Even  the  very  initial  steps  in  a  repubiiesa 
government,  an  honest  election  and  a  &ir  0003: 
of  votes,  cannot  be  said  to  be  yet  clearly  ouwic 
secure.     Only  the  last  Congress  passed  a  kv 
of  many  sections  to  provide  for  the  puritr  sad 
freedom  of  elections ;  and  this  not  alone  10 1^« 
South,  where  it  may  perhaps  be  said  that  ve 
are  building  republican  institutions  ^m  t^e 
foundations,  but  in  northern  cities,  where  re- 
publican institutions  have   been    on  trial  for 
three  quarters  of  a  century,  and  the  ''  spoils  *' 
doctrine  had  produced  the  culmination  of  rii- 
lainy  in  repeating,  stuffed  ballot-boxes,  aad 
*' amended"  returns.      Indeed,  it   has  bees 
freely  charged,  and   is  certainly   believed  bj 
many  Republicans  at  least,  that  through  thesn 
frauds  at  the  ballot-box  the  real  will  of  tite 
majority  of  the  voters  of  New  York  was  de- 
feated in  1868,  and  the  electoral  vote  of  the 
State  declared  and  counted  for  a  Democrv^ 
when  in  any  honest  poll  it  would  have  been 
Republican  by  a  msgority  of  many  thousands. 

Of  the  possible  perils  of  the  fii^ire  I  viil 
mention  only  one  more. 

Those  who  witnessed  the  count  of  votes  three 
years  ago  when  the  present  President  vu 
declared  elected,  and  who  did  not  then  jc< 
something  more  than  a  possibility  that  soine 
day,  out  of  that  apparently  simple  and  peace- 
ful process  of  declaring  the  will  of  the  pe«>^i>-. 
might  burst  the  storm  of  revolution,  must  bive 
had  a  singularly  cool  temperament,  a  iDt.4 
judicious  and  philosophic  frame  of  mind,  4'J 
wonderful  faith  in  the  docility  of  parties  &!}<i 
of  the  American  people.  How  soon  the  t:iBe 
may  come  when  by  rejecting  the  vote  of  % 
single  State  the  result  mi^  be  changed— and  if 
New  York  or  Peansylvaoia  ahoold  happen  M 
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36  that  State,  it  may  come  next  year  or  at  any 
)residential  election — no  man  can  tell.  If  ftuch 
i  time  should  come,  and  charges  of  fraud  or 
riolence  should  be  made  by  either  side,  whodoes 
lot  see  what  tremendous  pressure  would  always 
)e  made  by  the  party  in  power  to  perpetuate 
tself ;  and  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  go  back  to 
he  time  of  seating  Democratic  Senators  from 
[ndiana,  or  of  the  Lecompton  tyranny,  to 
inderstand  what  that  pressnre  in  connection 
vith  the  spoils  and  party  discipline  might  lead 
o.  One  attempt  at  revolution  has  come  be- 
cause a  party  would  not  submit  to  a  change 
>f  administration  of  the  Government.  Is  it  im- 
>o8sible  that  we  should  have  another  growing 
>ut  of  the  decision  of  a  presidential  election  ? 

These,  Mr.  Speaker,  are  some  of  the  perils 
a  which  1  can  but  see  some  danger  to  the 
:iepublic ;  a  danger  magnified  immensely 
18  parties  become  corrupt  and  struggle  for 
>1  under  and  for  class  or  local  interests,  and 
>nly  reduced  to  a  minimum  by  the  spread  of 
nteliigence  among  the  people,  and,  in  lan- 
guage I  have  alreadv  quoted  from  the  consti- 
.ution  of  my  State,  oy  **  a  freqaent  recurrence 
.o  fundamental  principles,  and  a  firm  adher- 
$nce  to  justice,  moderation,  temperance,  in* 
lustry  and  frugality''  alike  in  the  people  and 
n  iheir  public  servants.  Is  it  not  tolerably 
!lear  that  the  country  now  needs  and  will  need 
Q  the  future  some  reform  that  shall  make  pol- 
tics  something  more  nearly  allied  to  states- 
uanship ;  that  shall  weaken  instead  of  strength- 
ening the  power  of  corruption  ;  that  shall 
quicken  to  an  unusual  sensitiveness  the  public 
conscience ;  that  shall  make  officials  the  hon- 
est servants  of  the  people,  and  not  the  mere 
nanagers  of  primary 'meetings  and  conven- 
.ions ;  that  shall  .reward  these  servants  with  a 
Tair  compensation,  and  not  allow  them  to  gorge 
themselves  with  plunder ;  that  shall  separate 
^he  political  action  of  the  people  from  the  pest- 
leut  control  of  rings  and  cliques  whether  in 
,he  aid  of  monstrous  monopolies  or  of  private 
;reed  ;  that  shall  appeal  to  the  virtues  and 
lot  to  the  vices  of  the  electors ;  and  that  shall 
contribute  something  to  the  work  of  making 
>ur  Government  not  only  strong  in  its  material 
forces  and  enlargement,  but  great  in  its  fidelity 
.o  the  highest  types  of  statesmanship  and  the 
grandest  development  of  man  as  a  rational 
ind  moral  being? 

Is  reform  possible  ? 

The  objections  to  separating  office- holding 
Tom  partisanship  are  principally  these  : 

First  It  is  necessary  for  the  safety  of  the 
j^overnmeut  that  the  offices  should  be  in  the 
lands  of  the  friends  of  the  party  in  power. 

Second,  I^.is  both  proper  and  right  that  the 
Republicans  when  in  power,  and  the  Demo- 
crats when  in  power,  should  have  the  spoils. 

Third.  The  party  cannot  succeed  that  does 
lot  thus  subsidize  its  adherents. 

The  first  of  these  objections  would  not  have 
>een  thought  of  prior  to  the  late  rebellion. 
What  force  it  has  comes  from  the  freshness 
>f  our  recent  experience  of  treason.  When 
irged  by  Republicans  it  assumes  that  Demo- 
crats are  enemies  of  the  Government,  who 
cannot  be  trusted  even  to  take  charge  of  a 
cross-roads  post  office.  Yet  we  agree  that  this 
s  a  popular  Government,  a  Government  of  the 
people,  and  next  year  it  may  happen  that  we 
shall  have  a  Democratic  President.  Who  then 
Arill  be  the  friends  of  the  Government?  Will 
Itepublicans  be  changed  from  friends  to  ene- 
Dies  by  the  turn  of  an  election  ?  And  would 
.he  country  be  in  danger  if  Republicans  were 
hen  kept  in  all  the  subordinate  offices? 

But  there  is  neither  honesty  of  opinion  or 
practical  sense  in  holding  the  members  of  an 
opposition  party,  beaten  in  an  election,  as 
enemies  of  the  Government.  If  they  are  they 
>ught  not  to  be  allowed  to  vote,  and  we  ought 
o  resist,  even  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet, 
svery  attempt  they  make  to  get  control  of  the 
jlovernment.  We  associate  here  every  day 
vith  these  '^  enemies ;"  a  Bepublicao  Speaker 
(ives  them,  with  oar  approval,  a  representa- 


tion on  every  committee  of  the  House.  On 
ceremonial  occasions  they  are  recognized  as 
sharing  equally  with  us  in  whatever  concerns 
the  glory  or  the  honor  or  the  prosperity  of  the 
nation.  In  negotiating  the  treaty  with  Great 
Britain,  an  eminent  Democrat,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  President,  had  an  honorable  place 
on  the  high  commission.  Another  eminent 
Democrat  is  among  the  counsel  for  the  United 
States  before  the  Geneva  commission,  and  Mr. 
Johnson's  Attorney  General  is  associated  with 
him  in  the  work  of  presenting  our  ^^case" 
before  that  tribunal.  Democrats  hold  com- 
missions in  our  Army  and  Navy,  and  volun- 
teers are  not  rejected  on  account  of  politics 
who  offer  to  serve  in  either  arm  of  our  national 
defense ;  and  if  another  war,  either  domestic  or 
foreign,  should  come,  Democrats  and  Repub- 
licans would  be  expected  alike  to  stand  by 
the  national  flag.  How  preposterous  is  it, 
then,  to  suppose  that  an  opposition  party,  as 
such,  is  an  enemy  to  the  Government,  and 
that  our  Constitution  and  the  whole  fabric  of 
our  liberties  would  be  in  peril  if  any  one  of 
the  opposition  were  intrusted  with  the  smallest 
office! 

The  second  objection  that  the  party  pre- 
vailing in  the  election  is  fairly  entitled  to  the 
spoils,  I  have  already  to  some  extent  con 
sidered.  However  plausible  it  may  seem,  it 
proceeds  upon  a  fatally  erroneous  idea  of  the 
uses  and  sphere  of  party  action,  and  is  most 
mischievous  in  its  result.  Party  is  not  an 
end;  it  is  not  good  of  itself;  it  is  not  good 
because  it  announces  fine  and  captivating  prin- 
ciples in  its  platform ;  it  is  only  good  as  an 
instrumentality  in  giving  the  people  a  wise  and 
beneficent  administration  of  public  affairs. 
Now,  what  has  Democracy,  what  has  Repub- 
licanism to  do  with  the  proper  administration 
of  thl^ duties  of  the  New  York  post  office  or 
the  New  York  custom-hoase.  Should  the 
postmaster  or  the  collector  inquire  as  to  the 
politics  of  the  merchant  receiving  a  mail  or 
an  invoice  of  goods,  and  attend  first  to  those 
who  subscribe  to  the  Philadelphia  convention, 
next  to  those  who  are  going  to  the  Democratic 
national  convention,  and  lastly  to  those  whose 
faces  are  turned  toward  Cincinnati?  Is  there 
any  question  upon  which  parties  in  this 
country  are  divided,  which  it  is  necessary  to 
understand  in  order  to  administer  &ithmlly 
our  revenue  laws,  or  our  postal  regulations? 

In  the  testimony  taken  before  what  is  called 
the  New  York  custom-house  investigatiog  com- 
mittee, gentlemen  cannot  have  failed  to  notice 
in  ttie  examination  of  Mr.  Thomas  Murphy, 
formerly  collector  of  New  York,  the  follow- 
ing: 

**QueHion,  Now,  sir.  soppose  a  merchant  baa  over- 
paid his  duties,  and  coosiden  that  he  is  entitled  to  a 
rebate,  to  whom  would  he  apply  for  that—to  what 
offioer? 

*'An9wer.  He  would  apply  to  the  coBtom-hoase 
officers ;  probably  he  would  go 

*'  Ouettton,  What  would  be  nis  channel  of  relief? 

**An9wer.  Well,  sir,  if  he  was  to  come  to  mo,  I 
would  send  him  to  Mr.  Olinoh,  and  Mr.  Clinch  would 
send  him  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  business. 

**  Question,  Mr.  Clinch  seems  to  be  a  pivot,  then  ? 

** Answer.  He  is  really  the  practical  working  col- 
lector, sir. 

**Que*tion.  Let  me  ask  you  about  Clinch;  has  he 
not  been  in  the  office  for  a  great  many  years? 

**Atuwer,  Over  thirty  years. 

*'Qu99tion.  Is  it  not  Clinch's  long  experience  that 
enables  him  in  this  way  to  become  the  pivot  on 
which  the  machinery  of  that  great  office  turns  ? 

*'^iwt0er.  It  is,  sir:  his  great  experience  and  his 
great  integrity. 

*^  QueMtion,  Then  it  is  his  experience;  it  is  his 
long  tenure  of  office  ? 

"Answer,  He  is  a  great  relief  and  a  great  comfort 
to  the  collector. 

*'  Queslian.  To  have  such  a  man  of  experience  and 
good  character  ? 

"  Answer,  To  have  sach  a  man  of  experience. 

**  Question,  Kept  there  steadily  attending  to  pub- 
lic business  7 

**  Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

**  Question,  Is  he  not  allowed  to-  enjoy  his  own 
opinions  in  recard  to  political  matters  f 

*' Answer,  Mr.  Clinch  is. 

'*  Question,  And  he  attends  to  his  duties  and  does 
that  publicly  aud  is  permitted  to  remain? 

**  Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

"  Question,  No  matter  what  might  be  the  ebb  and 
flow  of  party? 

**  Answer,  That  is  so,  sir. 


Question,  And  the  result  is  that  the  collector 
has,  OS  you  Bfty^  a  ^reat  comfort  in  this  officer? 

"^"^  Answer,  Yen.  sir. 

**  Question,  Who  is  permitted  to  serve  the  public 
and  yet  maintain  his  personal  independence  ? 

**  Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  is  an  exception  to  the  gen- 
eral rule." 

Mr.  Thomas  Murphy  is  probably  more  enti- 
tled to  the  thanks  of  the  country  for  this  testi- 
mony than  for  anything  it  was  his  good  for- 
tune to  do  while  he  was  at  the  head  of  the 
custom-hoase  in  New  York.  By  the  help  of 
pertinent  Questions  he  was  enabled  to  state 
plainly  ana  in  a  few  words  the  policy  which 
has  governed  appointments  in  that  6uBtom- 
house,  the  most  important  to  the  great  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  United  States  of  any  in 
the  countrv.  That  custom-house  it  appears 
had  two  collectors,  the  nominal  collector,  Mr. 
Murphy,  and  the  real  collector,  Mr.  Clinch. 
Mr.  Murphy  was  a  Republican,  and  could 
manage  a  primary  meeting  or  a  convention 
satisfactorily  to  his  employer,  and  Mr.  Clinch 
was  a  Democrat,  and  could  attend  to  the  busi- 
ness of  the  office  and  be  ''a  great  relief  and 
comfort  to  the  collector."  Mr.  Murphy  had  a 
salary  and  perquisites  of  an  indefinite  amount, 
and  Mr.  Clinch  had  a  salary  of  $5,000  annually. 
Mr.  Clinch  administered  the  law  and  Mr. 
Murphy  the  politics  of  the  office.  Mr.  Clinch 
has  remained  in  the  office  thirty  years,  and  is 
probably  now  no  richer  than  when  he  first 
took  the  position,  and  in  the  meantime  very 
likely  a  score  of  political  collectors  have  got 
rich  out  of  the  palace.  When  Mr.  Murphy  was 
asked  if  Mr.  Clinch  was  **  permitted  to  serve 
the  public  and  yet  maintain  his  personal  inde- 
pendence," he  answered  without  concealment, 
^*  Yes,  sir;  he  is  an  exception  to  the  general 
rule."  It  is  possible  Mr.  Murphy  believes  the 
'*  general  rule"  a  trifle  more  extensive  in  its 
operation  than  it  really  is,  but  he  certainly  gave 
it  as  he  understood  it.  The  general  rule  is  that 
a  person  mast  agree  politically  with  the  party 
controlling  the  Government,  and  with  the  par- 
ticular faction  of  the  party  in  power,  or  he  is 
removed  from  office,  no  matter  what  may  be 
his  fitness  for  the  position.  Mr.  Clinch  for- 
tunately is  not  the  only  exception  to  this  rule, 
as  man^  departments  of  the  public  eervice  can 
show  similar  instances.  Many  such  valuable 
public  servants  hold  their  places  while  Admin- 
istrations come  and  go,  and  they  hold  them  not 
as  personal  favors,  bnt  because  their  experience 
and  knowledge  cannot  be  spared ;  the  heads  of 
bureaus  and  Departments  would  not  know 
what  to  do  without  them.  And  if  Mr.  Clinch 
should  not  be  turned  out  of  his  office  as  as- 
sistant collector  for  being  a  Democrat,  an 
**  enemy  of  the  Government,"  is  there  any 
good  reason  why  any  one  should  be  removed 
from  office  for  that  reason  ?  And  if  Mr.  Clinch 
is  the  real  collector  of  the  port  of  New  York, 
so  far  as  the  business  of  the  office  is  concerned, 
can  any  one  give  a  good  reason  why  there  is 
any  need  of  a  political  collector  at  all? 

The  real  reason  why  Mr.  Clinch  could  not  be 
collector,  either  under  Democratic  or  Repub- 
lican rule,  is  thus  forcibly  stated  by  a  New 
York  newspaper,  the  Evening  Post : 

"Mr.  Clinch  could  not  be  collector,  in  the  first 

Slaoe  because  he  is  a  Democrat,  so  that  Whigs  and 
.cpublicans  would  not  have  him;  and  in  the  second 
place  because  he  is  a  conscientious  and  independent 
man,  so  that  impeounioos  and  scheming  Democraid 
would  not  have  him :  nor  would  either  of  them  have 
any  other  person  or  similar  stamp.  It  was  not  a 
collector  they  required  at  all,  but  a  paymaster, 
one  who  would  feed  them  bountifully  at  the  public 
trottf  h  and  exact  no  services  but  at  conclaves,  con- 
ventions, and  public  meetings.  Politics,  in  their 
eyes,  is  the  skillful  distribution  of  pap,  and  offices 
the  kitchens  where  the  pap  is  mixed.  Collectors, 
Secretaries,  Qovernors,  nay.  Presidents  themselves, 
cease  to  bo  the  organs  of  a  high  and  almost  sacred 
fanetion,  to  become  the  brewers  of  malt  for  a  hun- 

Sry  and  insatiate  brood  of  followers.  A  sordid  and 
ebased  character  is  given  to  the  entire  bosineds  of 
administration;  and  Tweeds  andSweenysandLeets 
find  the  way  prepared  for  them  to  form  those  com- 
binations of  rascality  and  cunning  which  are  popu« 
larly  known  as  rings." 

It  is  precisely  because  this  party  distribution 
of  spoils  leads  inevitably  both  to  the  debase- 
ment of  party  aod  the  debasement  of  officiaU, 
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makes  officials  aDxioas  rather  to  serve  the  party 
than  to  perforin  their  duties,  and  party  rather 
an  instru mentality  through  which  the  offices 
can  be  secured  for  favoriteSi  than  an  agency 
to  crystallize  into  forms  of  government  sound 
political  ideas  and  a  wise  political  economy, 
that  it  ought  to  receive  no  favor  from  Repub- 
licans, who  profess  to  be  the  party  of  reform, 
progress,  and  pure  government. 

The  remaining  objection  to  divorcing  offices 
from  politics — that  the  party  cannot  succeed 
that  does  not  subsidize  its  adherents — let  as 
now  consider.  This  objection  was  once  very 
forcibly  stated  by  a  member  of  Lord  Derby's 
government  in  England,  as  narrated  by  Froude 
in  the  following  extract  from  an  essay  on  the 
^^  reciprocal  duties  of  State  and  subject.' '  The 
essayist  says : 

**Wh«a  Lord  Derby  oame  last  into  offio«,  and  it 
was  rumored  that  the  ground  was  to  be  oat  from 
under  Mr.  Gladstone's  feet  by  the  iotroductioa  of  a 
reform  bill,  I  aaked  some  one — I  must  not  indicate 
bim  more  oloselpr— why  the  Tories  did  not  keep  to 
their  own  peculiar  province  ?  Authority  was  every- 
where falling  to  pieces:  why  did  not  they  say  frankly 
they  would  try  to  check  for  instance,  the  dishonesty 
of  trade,  and  that  if  the  people  wanted  reform  bills 
they  must  go  to  those  who  believed  thatrelorm  would 
do  them  good?  My  friend  said  that  they  would  be 
immediately  thrown  out.  I  agreed;  but  I  said 
they  would  return  in  ayearor  two,  with  every  right- 
minded  Englishman  at  their  backs.  My  friend  was 
being  educated.  Ue  said  it  would  never  do.  The 
Tories  had  been  long  out  of  power  and  they  wanted 
patronage.  There  were  House  of  Commons  sup- 
porters to  be  made  peers,  barristers  to  be  made 
pudges,  parsons  to  be  made  deans  and  bishops,  hungry 
nangers-on  to  be  provided  for,  or  their  services 
oould  not  be  counted  on  for  the  future.  They  must 
blood  the  noses  of  their  hounds." 

This  member  of  Lord  Derby's  Government, 
who  evidently  knew  something  of  hnnting  as 
well  as  of  politics,  had  precisely  the  poor 
opinion  of  the  people  that  is  held  in  this  coun« 
try  by  those  who  think  an  election  cannot  be 
carried  with  honest  men  for  candidates,  with 
an  honest  ballot,  and  for  honest  principles, 
except  the  zeal  of  the  hounds  is  quickened  by 
the  smell  and  taste  of  blood.  Is  this  true? 
Are  we  to  conclude  that  the  Hepublicans 
who  support  General  Grant  are  mercenary; 
that  unless  he  distributes  the  *^ spoils"  to  the 
active  politicians  the  ranks  of  discontent  will 
be  increased,  and  his  reelection  rendered  not 
only  doubtful  but  impossible?  Who  on  this 
side  of  the  House  is  prepared  to  say  this? 
And  yet  is  not  this  just  what  every  one  says 
who  insists  that  unless  the  politicians  can  be 
fed  at  the  public  soup  tables  the  Republican 
party  cannot  carry  the  elections,  cannot 
reelect  General  Grant  or  any  other  Repub- 
lican for  President? 

What  principle  holds  the  Republican  party 
together?  Gentlemen  tell  us  *'the  spoils.'' 
The  achievements  of  the  party  are  nothing. 
That  it  is  the  party  that  emaacipated  four  mil- 
lion  slaves^  is  nothing.  That  it  carried  the 
Government  to  a  triumph  over  a  rebellion  the 
greatest  known  to  ancient  or  modern  times,  is 
nothing.  That  it  stood  fast  by  the  credit  of  the 
Government  when  mere  party  men  doubted, 
hesitated,  and  questioned  whether  the  nation 
could  ever  pay  its  debt,  is  nothing.  That  after 
suppressing  rebellion,  to  the  surprise  of  the 
civilized  world,  it  added  to  the  amazement  of 
the  best  financiers  of  modern  times  by  paying 
$100,000,000  annually  of  its  great  debt,  is 
nothing.  That  while  it  has  thus  been  restoring 
the  finances  and  quickening  the  industries  ot 
the  nation  since  the  war  it  has  by  constitutional 
amendments  and  by  legislation  made  secure 
what  the  war  achieved,  freedom  and  e<|ual 
rights  to  white  and  black  alike,  is  nothing. 
That  the  future  of  this  great  nation  is  in  its 
grasp,  and  by  resolute  re  lor  m,  by  patient  effort, 
by  wise  legislation,  by  just  and  impartial  ad- 
ministration of  the  laws,  it  can  give  humanity 
a  chance  in  this  western  world  that  it  has 
never  before  had,  is  nothing.  To  these  grand 
achievements,  to  these  noble  trusts,  to  these 
inestimable  promises  and  solicitations  the  peo- 
ple turn  deaf  ears,  move  away  with  indiffer- 
ence from  them,  or  repel  them  with  contempt. 
U  is  only  as  under  »ll  these  splendid  mottoes 


on  oar  political  banners,  behind  all  these 
gilded  periods  in  our  political  speeches,  under- 
neath all  these  noble  truths  in  our  political 
platforms  they  see  that  other  sentiment,  *^  to 
the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  that  they  kin- 
dle into  the  enthusiasm  that  wins  political 
victories. 

But  this  judgment  of  the  capacity  and  hon- 
estv  of  the  people  is  not  the  true  judgment, 
and  if  gentlemen  believe  it  is  let  them  try  it 
in  practice.  Let  the  next  Republican  national 
convention  announce  as  the  first  article  in  its 
creed,  **  to  the  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  and 
see  what  progress  the^  will  make  in  the  cam- 
paign. Let  observations  be  made  as  to  the 
number  of  honest  voters  in  New  Hampshire, 
or  Connecticut,  or  Pennsylvania,  who  will 
rally  enthusiastically  at  that  bngle-call.  Let 
them  read  at  their  meetings  in  the  several  dis- 
tricts as  their  basis  of  action  Rev.  Mr.  Nasby's 
platform  for  the  next  election,  who  thus 
announces  his  principles : 

"  The  post  offioesis  at  stake,  the  Cabinet  posishuns 
is  at  stake— in  faot  everything,  inoludin  my  supply 
of  likker,  is  at  stake,  and  I  shell  take  off  my  cote 
and  go  into  this  oampane  with  all  the  vigger  and 
energy  uv  my  yuthful  daxe." 

Let  them  call  their  campaign  clubs,  auxiliary 
branches  of  the  great  **bres^-and- butter  brig- 
ade," of  which  we  heard  something  in  Pres- 
ident Johnson's  time.  Let  them  organize  their 
army  with  the  bummers  and  camp-followers,  the 
men  who  are  after  the  ^* plums"  and  ^^moie- 
ties'' and  *^  commissions "  and  other  ^*  gen- 
eral-order business,"  at  the  front — not  the  post 
of  danger,  but  the  post  of  profit — and  then  ask 
the  people  to  fall  into  line  and  help  that  move- 
ment on  to  victory.  Mr.  Speaker,  the  people 
wonld  turn  from  such  a  party  movement  with 
infinite  disgust  and  loathing.  They  would  do 
more;  they  would  find  some  way  of  over- 
throwing it  with  tremendous  violence  9t  the 
polls ;  and  if  stuffed  ballot-boxes  and  false 
counting,  the  natural  resort  of  such  political 
villainy,  were  interposed  to  arrest  the  results 
of  the  people's  righteous  indignation,  a  storm 
of  revolution  would  come  like  that  which  has 
many  times  in  the  world's  history  swept  from 
office  the  corrupt  tyrants  who  have  endeavored 
to  perpetuate  themselves  in  power. 

u  we  needed  assurance  that  the  people  can 
be  trusted  to  record  a  righteous  judgment  at 
the  elections  without  this  preliminary  process 
of  blooding  the  noses  of  our  hounds,  we  can 
find  it  in  the  grand  rallv  of  the  pex>ple  of  the 
North  to  the  defense  of  the  flag  fired  upon  at 
Sumter,  when  Democrats  and  Republicans 
alike  gave  their  lives  for  the  life  of  the  nation. 
The  tide  of  patriotism  rose  high  above  party 
barriers  and  divisions,  sweeping  East  and 
West  across  the  continent,  and  against  its  pro- 
press  the  breakwaters  of  party  were  erected 
m  vain. 

The  utter  defeat  of  Tammany  last  fall  fur 
nishes  an  instance  of  a  political  revolution  in 
which  the  honest  people  of  all  parties  united 
to  strike  a  fatal  blow  at  corruption  in  office. 

The  election  of  mayor  of  Chicago  after  that 
great  city  was  wasted,  as  no  other  city  was 
ever  wasted,  by  fire,  proves  how  the  people 
in  their  calamities,  in  hours  of  peril,  in  mo- 
ments of  supreme  anxiety,  turn,  irrespective 
of  party,  to  their  best  men,  and  summon  to 
their  aid  the  honest  and  the  wise  counselors 
whom  the  mere  managing  and  professional 
politicians  have  no  use  for,  and  by  the  ma- 
chinery of  party  generally  manage  to  keep  out 
of  places  of  power  and  patronage. 

In  truth — and  it  is  entirely  in  accord  with 
our  theory  of  government  and  the  spirit  of  our 
institutions — reform  is  only  possible  through 
the  agency  of  the  people.  It  works  through  t  he 
people  upon  the  officers,  and  not  through  the 
officers  upon  the  people.  We  not  only  must 
trust  the  people  under  republican  institu- 
tions; they  can  be  securely  trusted.  They 
have  always  won  the  battles  of  reform,  pre- 
ceding their  would-be  leaders.  They  were 
ahead  of  Mr.  Lincoln  in  demanding  emanci- 
pation, and  the  crown  of  that  achievement 


belongs  to  him  rather  as  the  ready  instraBr<r'' 
of  the  people's  will,  than  as  the  during  ct.>: 
who  gave  a  new  thought  and  a  Dew  spin'. 
the  great  civil  war.  They  were  fiar  ^^*:*^ 
of  the  headers  in  the  long  straggle  be<wtr-^ 
freedom  and  slavery,  and  threw  one  slv^-. 
or  trampled  upon  in  their  march,  the  fu.i- 
hearted,  sometimes  treacherooa  great  ^koi.  m 
whom  they  at  times,  with  a  mistakeB  tnii-.. 
confided;  and  all  through  that  thirty  y«ar« 
campaign  place,  power,  patronage  were  again «i 
them.  Love  of  liberty,  ideaa,  alone  fought  o-j 
their  side,  a  long,  sometimes  almost  bopeisse 
contest;  but  with  a  vital  energy  and  pere^- 
ence  that  led  the  way  to  victory  at  last.  Wh^ 
the  issue  can  be  fairly  joined,  the  people  are 
ever  on  the  side  of  liberty  and  ja«»tiee  ai: 
truth  and  honesty;  and  when  they  nndent^.* 
that  party  ^ies  are  only  the  withes  by  wtict 
they  are  bound  for  the  sport  of  the  Pbill«:is^r«. 
they  will  '^  break  the  withes,  as  a  thread  ot  *.»• 
is  broken  when  it  toucheth  the  fire."  The  pt> 

f\\e  can  be  trusted,  and  he  who  donbts  thr^ 
ibels  them,  attacks  republican  institauo2% 
makes  an  argument  in  favor  t>f  a  goveruKcsL: 
of  the  few,  denies  the  facts  of  oor  history,  prj 
tests  against  the  theory  upon  which  alon«  c^ 
liberties  cau  be  regarded  as  secure,  and  cto&d4 
with  his  distrust  every  hope  of  the  future  ct 
the  Republic. 

While,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  am  thns  confii^ft 
that  the  people  can  safely  be  tmsted,  that  v< 
do  not  need  to  buy  or  bribe  them  to  elect  bo- 
est  men  to  office,  and  that  they  cannot  > 
bought  or  bribed  to  elect  dishonest  meo  "• 
office,  and  while  I  must  beliewe  this  or  tire 
surrender  wholly  my  faith  in  a  gOTemmeat  j: 
the  people,  I  cannot  disguise  my  concern  »i 
the  general  spread  of  the  belief  among  pvij 
managers  that  the  people  are  good-natitr»<:, 
clever,  and  credulous,  forgiving  evil  if  tbet 
only  find  it  mixed  with  some  good,  and  selco^ 
looking  beneath  the  sugar-coadng  to  discor» 
the  ingredients  of  the  pill  they  are  aske-i  r< 
swallow.  It  is  sometimes  too  apparent  tlia:  '^ 
years  of  little  political  excitement,  amid  tW 
pursuits  of  their  busy  lives,  on  their  farms,  is 
their  shops,  in  their  traffic,  they  give  poli:m 
over  to  the  professional  politicians,  and  with 
some  degree  of  indifference  either  refrain  horn 
voting  or  vote  the  regular  ticket. 

And  there  is  an  idea,  if  not  a  popular  o&e. 
certainly  a  common  one,  that  a  certain  amo&e: 
of  corruption  is  necessary  in  jioUttcs;  and  <H,t 
of  this  the  word  politician  has  come  to  be 
almost  a  term  of  reproach ;  yet  by  reason  of 
it  people  have  lost  something  of  their  sen sia^f- 
nes8to  dishonesty  in  officials,  and  officials  bsre 
begun  to  have  some  disregard  o{  if  not  coq- 
tempt  for  the  idea  that  anybody  expects  polidcs 
will  be  honest. 

One  of  Nast's  recent  and  most  sifnificam 
political  cartoons,  whether  so  intended  or  not, 
illustrates  this  bad  reputation,  both  of  politic^ 
and  politicians.     An  eminent  personage,  wiih 
a  face  apparently  saddened,  yet  with  a  oieaui 
vision    possibly  cleared    by   disappointmenv 
admonishes  his  companion  apoo  the  beneb,  la 
the  language  of  the  great  eardinai,  to  **i:ng 
away  ambition."     But  what  is  infinitely  more 
striking  and  more  melancholy,  if  true  to  faotaad 
history,  than  any  warning  of  a  shrunken  aod 
disappointed  Chief  Justice  to  his  portly  acd 
hopeml  associate,  is  the  figure  which  stands  is 
tlie  place  of  the  presiding  genius  of  the  coon, 
with  eyes  blinded  by  politics,  and  holding  scales 
ih  an  uneven  balance  in  which  political  cOQ&id- 
orations  outweigh  justice.     The  artist  in  kii 
inspiration  has  but  put  into  his  picture  \ht 
popular  idea  that  politics  and  justice  are  nut 
equivalent  terms;  and  while  he  might  have 
changed  the  diaracters  of  his  sketch,  and 
others  besides  members  of  the  court  might  hsT« 
been  introduced  in  the  foreground,  he  wottid 
hardly  have  needed  to  change  the  fi^re  stand- 
ing on  its  pedestal  as  the  ruling  spirit  io  thsl 
arena.      Representatives,  Senators,  geoersk 
Presidents,  might,  like  the  procession  of  kin^ 
which  seared  the  eye*balls  of  Macbeth,  hsrs 
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aken  each  his  place  in  the  picture,  and  like 
Voisey,  have  sadij  admoDisbed  his  fellow  to 
*  fling  away  ambition,''  and  still  the  figare  in 
he  place  of  justice,  and  which  yet  is  not  justice, 
Di^ht  have  remained  unchanged. 

But  it  cannot  be  true  that  this  must  remain 
tternally  the  same.  Political  necessity  cannot 
brever  outweigh  justice  and  honor  and  truth  ; 
orever  blind  the  eyes  not  only  of  those  who 
)reside  in  our  courts,  but  of  those  who  hold 
(Very  executive  and  administrative  office  from 
he  highest  to  the  lowest,  or  who  represent  in 
bis  capital  forty  millions  of  people.  Yet  the 
kftist  has  but  fallen  in  with  the  somewhat  gen- 
eral current  of  thought  wh^n  he  thus  suggests 
hat  politics  is  corrupt,  dishonest,  unjust ;  for 
low  often  we  are  told  that  the  judicial  ermine 
hould  not  be  dragged  in  its  dirty  waters.  But 
rby  should  politics  be' dirty  business?  What 
lecesaity  makes  it  disreputable?  What  de* 
nand  is  there  that*it  should  sell  justice  ?  What 
M  is  there  upon  politicians  for  any  course 
hat  would  be  dishonorable  for  the  highest 
judge  or  the  most  honorable  citizen  in  the 
and? 

It  is  now  in  the  power  of  the  Republican 
larty  to  change  all  this,  to  make  a  **new 
leparture,"  abandoning  this  Democratic  doc- 
rine  of  the  spoils  and  returning  to  the  prac- 
ices  of  the  fathers  of  the  Republic.  Whether 
he  plan  adopted  by  the  President  to  secure 
)urity  in  administration  of  public  affairs,  and 

0  make  party  significant  of  something  higher 
md  more  useful  than  a  struggle  for  office  and 
ta  emoluments  and  plunder,  is  sufficient,  or 
vbether  experience  and  an  honest  purpose  to 
kccomplish  some  reform  shall  show  a  better 
vay,  remains  to  be  seen.  It  is  in  the  power 
)f  the  President  to  give  this  measure,  as  he 
las  promised  he  will,  ^*a  &ir  trial;''  to  mod* 
fy  and  improve  it  as  the  test  of  practice  shows 
will  best  secure  the  end  sought ;  to  resist  every 
issauit  upon  it  in  the  pretended  interest  of 
>arty  or  of  ^vorites;  and  to  carry  forward  to 
k  certain  success  a  work  that,  triumphant, 
rill  give  to  his  administration  its  highest 
^lorj,  and  to  himself  a  renown  more  to  be 
iesired  than  the  fame  from  any  victory  won 
>y  armed  legions.  As  the  chosen  leader  of 
)ur  armies  he  won  a  splendid  name  in  the  vie- 
«ri«iS  over  treason.  He  can  give  that  fame  a 
whiter  luster  if  he  will  lead  the  people  in  their 
*ontPSt  with  that  pernicious  doctrine  which 
he  Democratic  party  brought  into  politics, 
vhich  alone  made  rebellion  possible,  and 
vhich  ought  to  be  buried  in  the  same  grave 
vith  the  treason  which  it  helped  to  quicken 
nto  its  baleful  life. 

Mr.  Speaker,  we  all  remember  the  jgrand 
ind  solemn  words  of  Mr.  Lincoln  in  that  brief 
)ut  noble  address  at  the  consecration  of  the 
lational  cemetery  at  Gettysburg.  Standing 
where  two  great  armies — and,  saddest  of  all, 
>oih  armies  composed  of  children  of  the  same 
rreat  Republic— had  met  and  struggled  for 
lays  in  the  shock  of  murderous  battle,  and 
where  the  defiant  hosts  of  treason  were  turned 
>ack  in  that  refluent  wave  which  never  knew 
k  returning  flood,  and  looking  down  on  the 
nounds  where  sleep  the  nation's  dead,  how 
ruiy  he  said: 

*'  We  oanaot  dedicate,  we  eannot  oonsecrate,  we 
tannot  hallow  this  irround.  The  brave  men,  living 
tnd  dead,  who  atroggled  here  have  consecrated  it 
*ar  above  our  power  to  add  or  detract." 

And  what  purer  or  nobler  thought  can  we 
lave  upon  which  to  build  the  future  of  our« 
•omraon  country — a  thought  in  comparison 
vith  which  the  strifes  and  contentions  of  party 
or  places  and  spoils  seem  little  better  than  the 
reason  which  there  received  its  death*blow — 
ban  is  contained  in  these  other  words  of  Mr. 
Jucolu? 

**It  18  for  ui,  the  living,  rather  to  b«  dedicated 

1  ere  to  the  unfinished  work  that  they  have  thus 
ar  Bo  nobly  carried  on.  It  is  rather  for  us  to  be 
tere  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before 
IS,  that  from  these  honored  dead  we  take  increased 
levotion  to  the  cause  for  which  they  bore  gave  the 
list  full  moasare  of  devotion;  that  we  hero  highly 
etoive  that  the  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain; 


that  the  nation  shall,  under  Ood,  have  a  new  birth 
of  freedom;  and  that  the  government  of  the  people, 
by  the  people,  and  for  the  people,  shall  not  perish 
from  the  earth." 

In  the  spirit  of  that  lofly  sentiment  let  the 
nation  go  forward  in  its  work  of  reconstruction 
and  reform,  resting  republican  government, 
for  its  secure  foundation,  upon  no  party,  upon 
no  man,  upou  no  voters  bought  with  money  or 
promises  of  office,  but  having  for  its  solid 
base,  and  its  buttresses  and  towers  of  strength 
and  defense,  and  its  security  in  the  trials  of 
coming  years,  the  virtue,  the  intelligence,  aLd 
the  patriotism  of  the  whole  people. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio,  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  NIBLAGK.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not 
desire  to  debate  this  question,  but  to  make  an 
inquiry. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio*  [Mr.  Pjsrrt,]  a  member  of  the  select 
committee  having  charge  of  this  subject,  is 
entitled  to  the  floor.  The  Chair,  however, 
understood  that  some  proposition  was  to  be 
made  ip  regard  to  other  business. 

Mr.  NIBLACK:.  I  beg  to  inquire  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio,  through  the  Chair, 
whether  he  will  not  yield  for  a  short  time  that 
we  may  take  up  the  fortification  appropriation 
bill? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
diana [Mr.  Niblack]  who  has  charge  of  the 
fortification  appropriation  bill  desires  that 
this  afternoon  may  be  devoted  to  the  consid- 
eration of  that  bill,  the  pending  bill  to  go 
over  till  to-morrow,  when  by  the  arrangement 
it  will  again  come  up  at  two  o'clock. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  am  willing  to  consent 
to  that,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  if  it  does  not 
give  this  bill  any  privilege  beyond  to-morrow. 

The  SPEAKER,     it  would  not  do  so. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  A  privileged  ques- 
tion is  to  come  up  at  one  o'clock  to-morrow, 
and  if  this  bill  should  go  over  until  to-morrow, 
either  that  privileged  question  or  this  bill 
would  have  to  be  postponed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  bill  is  entitled,  under 
an  arrangement  made  by  unanimous  consent, 
to  two  days — to-day  and  to-morrow. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  Inasmuch  as  the  commit- 
tee reporting  this  bill  is  entitled  to  only  two 
days,  It  seems  to  me  bettter  that  the  discus- 
sion of  it  should  proceed  today  without  inter- 
ruption. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Perrt]  will  proceed. 

Mr.  BANKS.  The  (gentleman  from  Ohio 
will  allow  me  to  give  notice  that  on  next  Tues- 
day, after  the  morning  hoar,  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs  will  endeavor  to  call  up  the 
resolutions  relating  to  the  case  of  Dr.  Houard. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Before  1  take  my 
seat  I  propose  to  offer  House  bill  No.  1697  as 
a  substitute  for  the  bill  presented  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont,  [  Mr.  Willard.  ]  I  shall 
in  the  course  of  my  remarks  state  briefly  the 
differences  between  the  two  propositions,  and 
if  gentlemen  choose  to  give  any  attention  to 
the  subject,  i  would  suggest  to  them  to  tnm  to 
their  files. 

When  this  House  was  organized  the  subject 
now  under  consideration  was  placed  before 
me,  and  it  is  the  only  subject  that  was  placed 
before  me.  As  a  new  member  it  might  have  been 
to  my  taste  to  confine  myself  to  questions  con- 
cerning which  any  opinion  which  I  might  form 
could  not  be  construed  into  a  censure  of  the 
action  of  this  House,  of  which  1  am  now  for 
the  first  time  a  member,  or  into  a  criticism 
upon  the  general  action  of  the  Government  to 
which  for  the  first  time  f  now  hold  an  official 
relation.  1  do  not  mention  this  as  an  apology, 
for  I  am  not  conscious  of  needing  an  apology } 
I  state  it  as  a  fact. 

In  the  course  of  my  examinations  upon  this 
theme,  which  was  thus  put  before  me,  I  found 
myself  letting  go  of  opinions  I  had  before  that 
time  cherished,  and  I  found  myself  uncon 
soiously  taking  hold  of  opinions  which  I  had 
before  been  unwilling  to  adopt.    Two  months  1 


ago  to-day  I  sought  an  occasion  when  no  busi- 
ness of  the  House  could  be  interrupted  by  it 
to  bring  to  the  attention  of  such  of  its  mem- 
bers as  chose  to  listen  an  outline  of  the  eight 
years'  history  of  this  effort  at  reform  of  the 
civil  service ;  to  bring  before  it  in  outline  the 
appalling  mischiefs  which  have  been  thought 
to  threaten  us,  and  chiefly  to  develop  the  idea 
which  I  found  imbedded  in  it  from  oeginning 
to  end,  that  the  whole  balance  of  the  Consti- 
tution is  being  wrenched  from  its  anchorage. 
The  mischietJB  iu  the  way  of  uneconomical 
expenditure,  great  as  they  are,  are  nothing 
compared  to  ttie  constitutional  rights  of  which 
the  people  are  robbed  by  this  gigantic  abuse. 
They  are  robbed  in  aggregate  and  in  totality 
of  anythini^  and  of  everything  in  the  way  of 
responsibility  anywhere  for  appointments  to 
office.  If  you  seek  it  of  members  of  Congress, 
it  is  not  there;  the  Constitution  does  not  give 
it  to  them.  If  you  seek  it  of  the  Executive,  it 
is  not  thire  ;  for  it  has  been  wrenched  from 
hioH  ;  and  the  result  is  that  however  great  the 
abuses  may  be,  the  people  have  nowhere  to  go,  4 
nobody  whom  they  can  hold  responsible. 

I  took  it  upon  myself  to  state  in  outline  my 
construction  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  so 
far  as  it  authorised  us  to  act  upon  this  theme ; 
and  I  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  the  utmost 
which  Congress  can  do  is  to  agree  to  mind  its 
own  business  and  to  allow  the  executive  officers, 
in  whom  the  Constitution  has  placed  the  power 
of  making  appointments,  to  exercise  that  power 
and  stand  responsible  to  the  country  for  its 
exercise. 

In  that  statement  I  alluded  to  an  opinion 
given  by  the  late  Attorney  Geiftoral,  Mr.  Aker* 
man,  and  stated  what  I  understood  to  be  the 
result  of  that  opinion.  I  also  took  the  liberty 
of  stating  that  in  one  particular  I  was  not  pre- 

Sared  to  agree  with  him.  After  that  I  had  the 
ouor  to  receive  a  letter  from  him  calling  my 
attention  to  the  subject,  and  explaining  that  I 
had  misapprehended  his  meaning,  and  that  on 
the  particular  subject  in  which  I  indicated  a 
difference  of  opinion  from  his  there  was  no 
such  difference  of  opinion ;  8howin[|[  that  if 
there  is  in  any  sense  a  differeuoe  ot  opinion 
between  us  it  is  not  on  the  branch  of  the  sub- 
ject which  is  now  before  the  House,  and  to 
which  I  need  not  further  refer.  With  the  per- 
mission of  the  House  I  will  make  a  partot  my 
remarks  the  letter  of  the  late  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, not  now  taking  time  to  have  it  read : 

Cabtirsvillr.  GxoRQtA.  F^ruarv  28. 1872. 

DsAB  Sib  :  1  have  read  with  much  Interest  vour 
remarks  on  "eivil  serviee."  reported  in  the  Qlobe 
of  the  18th  instant. 

Permit  me  to  correct  a  mistake  into  which  voa 
have  fallen  in  regard  to  the  opinion  which,  when 
Attorney  General.  I  prepared  on  thatsnbjecL  You 
understand  me  to  hold  that  when  the  President  is 
the  appointing  power  he  cannot  be  circumscribed 
by  a  law  requiring  him  to  select  according  to  the 
report  of  an  examining  board,  but  that  toe  other 
appointing  powers  can  be  so  circumscribed.  No^ach 
distinction  ever  occurred  to  my  mind,  and  I  think 
it  has  no  foundation  in  theConstitation  or  in  reason. 
Congress  can  limit  one  of  the  appointing  powers 
designated  in  the  Constitution  as  much  as  the  others, 
but  can  limit  no  one  of  them  so  as  not  to  leare  a 
reasonable  scope  for  the  exercise  of  its  own  judg- 
ment and  will.  Congress  cannot  require  that  the 
appointing  power  shall  appoint  the  person  whom  the 
examineis  pronounce  fittest,  for  this  rule  would 
make  the  examiners  in  effect  the  appointing  power ; 
but  it  oan  require  that  appointments  shall  be  made 
from  a  class  of  persons  found  by  examiners  to  be 
qualified. 

In  my  ofBcial  opinion  I  was  not  at  liberty  to  dis- 
cuss  the  subjeot  of  eivil  service  generally,  but  only 
to  answer  the  questions  put. 

The  civil  service  commission,  not  doubting  that 
the  Preeideot,  if  he  chooses,  can  confine  himself  in 
hia  appointments  to  persons  of  the  class  thus  found 
to  be  qualified,  seem  to  have  doubted  whether  he 
could  establish  a  similar  rule  for  the  other  ai)point- 
ing  powers.  I  thought  that  the  act  under  which  the 
oommission  was  constituted  authorised  him  to  estab- 
lish such  a  rule:  and  I  also  thought  that  under  the 
Constitution  Congress  could  apply  such  a  rule  to  all  , 
the  appointing  powers.  On  this  point  I  should  have 
had  some  oifHcnlty,  if  there  had  not  been  a  long  and 
uniform  pr&cfice,  dc^erving  great  respect  from  any 
expositor  of  the  Constitution.  From  an  early  period 
Congress  has  imposed  limitations  on  the  appointing 
powers.  The  Attorney  General  must  be  *'  a  meet 
person  learned  in  the  law."  Many  cttstoms  ofiicers 
are  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
the  nomination  of  ooUeoters.  Distriot  eoorts  appoint 
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registers  in  bankruptcy  on  the  nomination  of  the 
Chief  Jostioe ;  and  scores  of  similar  limitations  are 
to  be  foand  scattered  through  thesUitotes.  The  test- 
oath  of  1862  in  effect  restricts  appointments  to  such 
persons  as  have  never  been  disloyal.  The  princi- 
ple of  such  restrictions  would  authorise  Congress  to 
require  the  appointees  to  be  of  a  sufficiency  ascer- 
tained by  a  board  of  ttxamtnors.  And  I  consid- 
ered that  such  a  rule  established  by  the  President, 
by  authority  of  Congress,  was  as  valid  as  if  directly 
established  by  Congress.  But  I  never  thought  that 
the  constitutional  power  of  Congress  was  limited  to 
a  portion  of  the  appointing  powers.  The  question 
that  I  was  answering  specially  referred  to  heads  of 
Departments  and  courts  of  laws,  and  therefore 
my  answer  referred  to  them;  but  I  believe  tbatCon- 

gress  can  bind  the  President  as  well  as  them ;  always, 
owever,  under  the  condition  that  there  shall  be 
room  for  the  exercise  of  the  judgment  and  will  of 
the  appointing  power. 
My  sole  purpose  in  writing  is  to  right  myself  with 


A.  T.  AKERMAN. 


you. 
Very  respectfully,  &e.. 

Hon.  Aabon  F.  Pebrt. 

I  state  the  result  of  it  as  aereeing  with  the 
opinion  that  I  indicated  that  Congress  cannot 
limit  the  power  of  the  Executive  to  (bake  ap- 
pointments. The  Attorney  General  supposed 
we  might  so  legislate  as  to  limit  the  appoint- 
ments within  a  whole  class.  I  said  nothing 
on  that  subject,  and  I  will  say  nothing  on  it 
now  further  than  this :  that  if  the  civil  service 
commissioners  intend  to  limit  that  selection 
to  a  class  of  three  it  is  entirely  too  narrow  to 
constitute  a  class.  But  my  theory  is  that  it  is 
a  question  for  the  Executive.  If  he  chooses  to 
have  a  commission  who  shall  make  investiga- 
tions for  him  and  report  the  result,  he  may 
limit  it  to  one  or  extend  it  to  a  thousand.  The 
responsibility  is  with  him,  the  duty  is  with 
him,  and  he  must  be  responsible  to  us  for  it 
and  to  the  country. 

I  forbore  at  that  time,  and  I  shall  prefer  to 
forbear  from  any  nice  analysis  or  criticisms  of 
the  methods  proposed  by  the  civil  service 
commission,  simply  because,  in  my  judgment, 
we  have  nothing  to  do  with  that.  It  is  purely 
a  matter  for  executive  convenience  and  dis- 
cretion. Acting,  then,  on  that  theory  of  the 
Constitution,  I  have  drafted  a  bill  which  I  have 
indicated  the  purpose  to  offer,  and  which  I 
now  offer  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Wilulrd.J 
And  it  differs  from  that  substantially  in  two 
particulars.  One. is,  that  his  bill  limits  its 
action  to  members  of  Congress  alone.  Mine 
extends  to  all  Federal  officers  alike,  to  the 
judiciary  as  well  as  to  Congress,  and  to  all 
Federal  officers  whatever;  and  it  puts  the 
same  prohibition  upon  all  it  puts  upon  any. 

What  is  the  prohibition  I  propose?  It  is 
not  to  prohibit  free  communications  between 
members  of  Congress  or  other  Federal  officers 
and  the  Departments.  It  is  not  to  render 
those  communications  cumbrous  and  clumsy 
by  requiring  them  to  be  in  writing.  It  leaves 
all  that  as  u'ee  as  it  is  to-day  ;  but  it  prohibits 
the  procurement  and  solicitation  of  appoint- 
ments. It  draws  a  line  of  distinction  where 
every  gentleman  in  this  House  is  able  to  draw 
it  with  perfect  clearness,  where  every  lawyer 
in  the  land  draws  it  daily  in  his  practice.  It  is 
the  difference  between  giving  an  honest  and 
impartial  opinion  concerning  a  man's  rights 
and  of  his  relations,  and  procuring  or  soliciting 
him  to  raise  litigation  with  his  neighbor.  It 
leaves  members  of  Congress  on  the  same  foot- 
ing precisely  in  that  respect  as  private  citi- 
zens, with  this  one  exception :  they  have  been 
clothed  with  official  power,  a  kind  of  trustee- 
ship. Where  gentlemen  say  that  we  are  more 
fit  than  others  to  select  persons  for  offices  in  our 
districts,  it  may  in  one  sense  be  true.  If  we 
can  disburden  ourselves  of  the  tendency  to 
abuse  that  power,  we  are  the  motit  fit;  but 
if  the  idea  that  our  influence  in  procuring 
appointments,  in  soliciting  appointments,  is 
to  fasten  us  upon  the  party  ana  the  party  upon 
the  country,  we  become  biased  judges,  unfit 
trustees,  such  as  would  not  be  trusted  by  any 
court  with  the  administration  of  a  trust  If 
we  free  ourselves  from  that  temptation,  that 
bias,  we  are  good  judges;  but  no  man  is  a 
good  judge  in  bis  own  case.     I  do  not  set  my- 


self up  above  my  associates  on  this  floor.  I 
am  conscious  of  an  infirmity,  and  I  should  be 
one  of  the  weakest  men  upon  this  floor  from 
that  infirmity. 

L  love  my  friends.  I  make  an  enormous 
distinction  between  the  man  who  is  my  friend 
and  the  man  who  is  my  enemy.  I  pretend  to 
nothing  else,  and  if  this  power  is  left  in  my 
hands  to  be  used  for  personal  and  party  pur- 
poses, I  am  sure  that  I  will  use  it  for  ray 
friends.  But  if  we  can  use  it  for  higher  pur- 
poses, as  I  think  we  ought,  with  benefit  to 
ourselves  and  to  the  party  both,  and  to  the 
country  still  more ;  if  we  can  do  that,  I  should 
like  to  join  heartily  in  a  manly  and  dignified 
effort  to  do  it. 

The  bill  then  prohibits  nothing ;  it  embar- 
rasses nothing;  it  leaves  our  actions  as  free 
as  air,  but  it  does  prohibit  us  from  soliciting, 
from  procuring,  from  groveling  to  the  execu- 
tive power,  and  putting  ourselves  iu  attitudes 
to  receive  and  to  give  favors.  It  proposes 
that  we  shall  voluntarily  take  the  higher  plat- 
form of  a  trust,  and  endeavor  like  men  to  ad- 
minister it,  and  there  it  proposes  to  stop.  It 
is  highly  respectful  to  Congress,  for  it  pro- 
poses to  legislate  as  for  men  of  character,  for 
public  officers,  and  not  for  criminals. 

I  may  be  told  that  this  is  a  shadowy  dis- 
tinction that  can  be  easily  transgressed.  I 
know  it.  But  we  are  dealing  here  with  public 
officers,  and  if  we  agree  to  throw  off  this 
gigantic  abuse,  which  has  been  growing  up 
for  forty  years,  I  think  we  will  stand  to  it. 
But  lest  there  might  be  some  gentleman  who 
will  seek  an  unfair  advantage  by  violating  the 
agreement,  a  clause  has  been  added  inflicting 
a  penalty  which  probably  never  will  be  called 
into  action,  and  that  is  the  whole  of  my  bill. 

If  the  Senate  would  join  in  such  a  bill  as 
that  we  should  have  ended  this  eight  years* 
theme,  and  have  ended  it  to  the  great  satis- 
faction and  benefit  of  the  country.  And  here, 
Mr.  Speaker,  those  who  wish  to  do  something 
and  those  who  wish  to  do  nothing  separate. 
Among  those  who  wish  to  do  something  is 
almost  an  endless  variety  of  opinion  as  to  what 
they  are  disposed  to  do.  We  have  propositions 
to  change  the  Constitution,  by  making  post- 
masters and  other  local  Federal  officers  elect- 
ive, which  would  be  a  vast  change  in  the  whole 
baUince  and  structure  of  the  Government.  For 
the  present  my  idea  is  to  try  this  simple  remedy 
first.  It  wrenches  nothing.  It  does  not  dis- 
turb the  balance  of  the  Constitution.  It  shakes 
nothing.  Let  us  then  try  this  simple  remedy, 
and,  itit  works,  the  whole  object  is  achieved. 
If  it  will  not  work,  let  us  then  try  something 
else  that  will. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  has  been  so  much  said 
in  this  House  about  the  impracticableness  and 
absurdity  of  an  effort  to  subject  candidates  for 
office  to  some  kind  of  examination,  and  those 
who  have  spoken  in  favor  of  reform  have  been 
compelled  by  the  situation  they  were  placed 
in  BO  to  avoid  the  subject,  that  I  desire  now 
for  one  moment  to  allude  to  it.  When  a  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  States  is  elected,  and 
especially  if  there  is  a  change  of  party,  there 
are  three  thousand  senatorial  appointments 
to  be  made.  The  rule  is,  that  with  every 
change  of  party  the  whole  of  these  three  tliou- 
sand  officers  shall  be  changed.  Every  week's 
delay  is  looked  upon  as  a  cause  of  grievance. 
That  change  alone  compels  the  President  to 
make  an  average  of  ten  appointments  every 
working  day  during  the  year,  if  he  considers 
them  at  all,  if  be  does  anything  which  would 
be  a  fulfillment  of  his  office  in  regard  to  these 
appointments,  he  can  do  nothing  else.  It  is 
substantially  the  abolition  of  the  office  of 
President  except  for  the  purpose  of  making 
appointments. 

There  are  something  like  fifty  thousand 
smaller  offices  of  a  Federal  character,  which, 
divided  among  the  members  of  the  Cabinet, 
require  each  member  of  the  Cabinet  to  make 
twenty  changes  a  day  for  every  working  day 
during  the  first  year  of  the  administration. 


What  else  can  they  do?    But  if  they  60  t^ 
how  can  they  attend  to  the  business  of  r< 
Government,  which  is  more  important  ta: 
filling  offices,  however  important  these  bit 
be  to  their  political  friends  and  to  those  wkc>* 
fortunes  are  at  stake?    It  is  not  that  1  od-i-' 
value  office.     The  little  man  ia  aa  much  evi- 
tied  to  his  little  office  as  the  great  mao  to  la 
great  office.     And  he  ought  not  to  be  :^.'m 
pelled  to  go  down  apon  his  koees  to  %  mr. 
only  one  cubit  higher  than  he  is,  auid  aekn&v.- 
edge  it  to  him  as  an  obligation.     If  he  b  es'i- 
tled  to  the  office,  if  his  character  and  sern,^* 
entitled  him  to  it,  I  would  be  ashamed  to  %Ucv 
such  a  man,  frequentlj  among  the  valcuiU 
men  of  the  neighborhood,  to  crawl  in  the  Aq^ 
to  me  begging  for  my  patronage,  to  give  hs. 
an  office  which  he  ought  to  have  witboat  ot 
aid.     It  is  not  to  take  away  the  office  from  t^ 
man  who  deserves  it,  but  it  is  that  the  oua 
who  does  deserve  it  should  have  it. 

Now,  it  seems  to  me  inquiry  should  be  m^. 
by  some  officer,  or  some  person,  as  to  the  t:- 
ness  of  the  applicant  for  an  office.  I  appnf- 
hend  nobody  will  question  that.  How  is  \kx. 
inquiry  to  be  made?  I  have  ahown  that  tit 
President  cannot  make  it  if  he  does  anyOi  b; 
else.  I  have  shown  that  the  members  of  '^ 
Cabinet  cannot  make  it  if  they  attend  to  r-rr-* 
other  business.  Who  then  can  nuJ; e  it  ?  Tbtf 
say  that  members  of  Congreas  can  mak^  il 
The  complaint  is  that  they  do  not  make  it  t:<f 
public  advantage,  but  for  their  own  advantage. 
The  trouble  is  that  a  man's  good  or  ill  fortsw 
in  regard  to  public  life  is  made  to  tarn  oe  il« 
whirling  of  tne  feather  of  some  official  capnc<^, 
and  not  at  all  upon  the  merits  of  the  appUcaat 

I  say,  then,  that  as  for  the  diriaion  betwer' 
executive  and  legislative  labors,  it  is  not  mt 
business,  but  it  is  the  Execatiwe's  bosioes*  t. 
determine  how  it  shall  be  done.  It  is  for  'Z:^? 
exercise  of  the  executive  discretion  to  ado?t 
some  method  of  inquiry  into  the  cbaracttrr  &-  i 
qualifications  of  the  men  who  are  applicacitf 
for  offices. 

Now,  a  great  deal  has  been  said  about  ri^ 
absurdity  of  a  scholastic  examination,  L4 
me  call  the  attention  of  the  Hoase  for  a  c>> 
ment  to  the  scholasticism  proposed  by  ikt^ 
rules.  The  first  rule  limits  appointment? .  > 
persons  who  have  furnished  satisfactory  e-r. 
dence  in  regard  to  health,  charakcter,  and  i^r, 
and  who  shall  have  passed  a  satisiactorT  ci- 
amination  in  speaking,  reading,  and  wriuL^ 
the  English  language  *,  that  means,  I  take  il 
satisfactory  with  reference  to  the  office.  Tte 
applicant  for  an  examination  for  porter  c- 
clerk  would  not  require  the  same  qualifia- 
tions  that  would  be  satisfactory  at  an  exam- 
ination for  a  minister  plenipotentiary  or  other 
high  officer.  They  must  have  passed  ao  ex- 
amination for  the  particular  office  for  whith 
they  apply,  a  satisfactory  examination,  and 
that  is  all. 

Now,  what  else  is  there  here  that  is  scho- 
lastic ?  In  the  third  rule,  which  is  the  oni r 
other  in  allusion  to  that  subject^  the  only  re- 
quirement that  is  made  at  all  is  that  he  ibc'4 
in  the  first  place  prove  his  character  and  p^ea 
a  satisfactory  examination  in  speaking  aad 
writing  the  English  language.  Then  what  ela^  7 
Who  shall  have  passed  a  public  examinatioB 
to  test  his  knowledge  and  ability  and  specif 
qualifications  for  the  discharge  of  the  a&tie^ 
of  the  office;  not  an  examination  in  astixu- 
omy  and  conic  sections,  but  to  test  his  qu»ii- 
fications  for  the  duties  of  the  office. 

Now,  when  gentlemen  rise  hereon  this  floor 
and  tell  me  that  is  absurd,  why,  1  bow  to  iheo 
with  politeness,  but  I  wish  that  they  will  cod- 
sider  the  question  from  me  with  equal  polite* 
ness.  Are  there  two  hundred  and  forty-three 
men  in  this  House  or  in  any  other  Honse.  or 
in  any  other  part  of  the  conntiy,  or  in  the 
whole  country,  who  by  their  certificates  c&b 
make  the  public  believe  that  it  is  absuni! 
What  is  the  use  of  treating  a  thing  like  th^t  as 
an  absurdity,  when  every  man  knows  thai  it 
is  not  absurd  7    If  thej  have  azguments,  lei 
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horn  bring  forward  their  argumenU.  I,  for  ooe, 
vould  be  glad  to  listen  to  them,  and  be  glad 
o  becoQviuced  ;  bat  when  they  come  here  and 
alk  about  examinations  in  astronomy  and 
;onic  sections,  and  hold  this  examination  out 
18  an  absurd  scholasticism  required  by  the 
ules,  1  ask  again  if  they  have  the  faintest 
dea  that  we  two  hundred  and  forty-three  men 
lere  altogether  could  make  the  country  believe 
i  word  of  it?' 

Now,  the  rules  pablished  this  morning  do  not 
iztend,  as  I  understand  them,  the  sctiolastic 
qualifications  required;  they  simply  require 
hat  ai  the  examination  as  to  proficiency  in  the 
[ilnglish  language,  satisfactory  evidence  on 
.hat  branch  sbali  be  furnished  in  writing,  and 
hat  is  all,  absolutely  all  of  the  scholasticism 
hat  gentlemen  have  labored  so  much  to  make 
appear  ridiculous  in  this  system  of  rules. 

I  have  said  that  it  is  not  for  me  to  defend 
>r  pass  encomiums  upon  these  rules.  As  a 
vhole,  I  do  not  agree  to  them.  There  are 
(everal  particulars  in  which,  as  a  whole,  if  I 
vere  called  upon  to  pass  judgment  upon  them, 
[  should  change  them.  But  the  idea  of  an 
?xaminalion  is  not  an  absurd  idea.  It  is  not 
ibsurd  for  gentlemen  proposing  a  system  of 
'ules  to  propose  the  best  rules  they  can  think 
>f,  and  at  the  same  time  propose  to  make  such 
changes  and  modifications  from  time  to  time 
is  may  be  found  expedient.  And  when  gen* 
lemeiiriseon  this  floor  and  attempt  to  '*  pooh- 
pooh  "  a  thine  of  this  sort  out  of  public  opin- 
ion, they  had  better  be  confident  of  their 
power,  or  their  '*  pooh -pooh  "  will  turn  back- 
H^ards  and  fall  in  different  places  from  what 
hey  intended. 

Mr.  SAKOENT.  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
;o  me  for  two  or  three  minutes  while  1  call 
lis  attention  to  some  of  the  preliminary  ob- 
iervatious  of  the  civil  service  commission,  as 
contained  in  their  report,  and  which  go  to  the 
extent  to  which  these  rules  are  to  be  applied 
3y  these  examining  boards? 

Mr.  PKKHY,  of  Ohio.  I  will  yield  to  the 
gentleman. 

Mr.  SARQENT.  Of  course  these  rules  are 
o  be  interpreted  by  the  glossarv  or  introduc- 
,ion  to  them.  Now,  let  me  read  from  page  13 
)!'  the  pamphlet  from  which  the  gentleman 
rom  Ohio  [Mr.  Perky]  has  cited,  and  which 
contains  the  preliminary  remarks  of  the  civil 
service  commission : 

"  If,  by  examination  for  admission  to  the  civil  ser- 
rice,  nothing  were  understood  bat  a  test  of  mere 
iterary  profioienoyLit  might  be  reasonably  opposed 
w§  unsatisfactory.  For  it  is  unquestionable  that  a 
nun  might  be  an  excellent  appraiser  of  linen  and 
^et  know  nothing  of  history  or  of  accounts.  But, 
)n  the  other  hand,  it  is  equally  undeniable  that  an 
excellent  appraiser  of  linen  is  not  the  less  excellent 
>ecaase  of  general  intelligence.  Of  two  good  ac- 
countants the  one  who  has  the  most  general  knowl- 
edge is  certainly  preferable;  and  a  country  which 
leclares  that  where  technical  skill  is  equal  it  will 
select  the  candidate  for  its  service  who  is  the  better 
*duciitcd,  is  a  country  which  directly  and  practically 
incourages  intellifeneo  and  morality.  It  is  true 
:hut  very  distinguished  men  in  the  public  service 
ijigbtnot  have  passed  a  certain  literary  examina- 
ion  which  is  now  required  of  younger  men  entering 
he  same  service.  But  it  is  equally  true  that  the 
)ider  men  could  have  passed  the  examination  had 
t  in  theircase  been  required.  And  the  proof  is  the 
:apacity  of  which  their  present  distinction  is  the 
ividonoe. 

'*  It  is  suggested,  also,  that  a  system  of  examina- 
ions  would  end  in  filling  the  civil  service  exclu- 
ively  with  young  men  fresh  from  the  academies  and 
.he  colleges,  or  with  persons  who  have  failed  or 
broken  down'  in  some  of  the  learned  professions. 
L'his.  again,  arises  from  a  total  misconooption  of  the 
lutureof  a  proper  examination." 

Let  us  see  if  it  does : 

"  If  the  post  to  be  filled  were,  for  instance,  that 
>f  the  keeper  of  a  light-house,  the  examination 
rould  naturally  have  chief  reference  to  the  duties 
>f  such  a  position,  to  habits  of  ret^ularity,  in  many 
;ases  to  familiari^  with  the  sea,  to  general  faculty 
>r  ** shiftiness,"  indispensable  in  such  a  post;  in- 
teed,  to  qualifications  which  cannot  be  presumed  in 
he  fresh  graduate  of  the  academy  or  the  college,  or 
n  those  who  have  failed  in  all  other  pursuits.  So. 
f  it  were  a  position  requiring  technical  knowledge, 
tr  one  demanding  moral  qualities  in  a  high  degree, 
•r  practical  familiarity  with  men  and  affairs,  the 
iterary  examination  might  be  excellent,  but  the 
peoial  examination  and  the  probation  would  po9- 
ibly,  in  the  coses  mentioned,  not  be  sati^ifactory. 
Cet,  on  the  other  hand,  a  system  which,  by  requir- 


ing impartial  examinations  in  general  and  tpeoial 
knowledge,  should  tempt  young  men  fresh  from  their 
studies" — 

What  are  you  going  to  do  with  the  young 

men  not  **  fresh  from  their  studies?" — 

"and  with  all  the  spirit  of  youth,  to  fill  the  posi- 
tions in  the  publicservice  for  which  they  were  Qual- 
ified, would  be  a  great  public  benefit.  It  would  be 
the  declaration  that,  as  the  country  provides  means 
of  instruction  freely  for  all.  and  rests  its  hopes  of 
increasing  greatness  and  glory  upon  the  intelligence 
of  its  citisens,  an  honorable  position  in  its  civil  ser- 
vice should  be  the  reward  of  fidelity  and  teal  in 
study  both  in  the  common  school  and  in  the  acad- 
emy. It  is  true  that  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  a  civil 
service  to  educate  the  citiien,  and  that  the  duties 
of  those  who  hold  its  offices  are  not  those  of  aschool. 
But  the  relation  between  ignorance  and  vice  is  so 
close  and  familiar,  that  the  wisdom  and  economy 
of  a  policy  which,  by  encouraging  education,  raises 
the  character  and  promotes^  the  efficiency  of  the 
public  service,  cannot  be  denied." 

Now,  this  plainly  says  that  if  by  this  system 
the  '*  young  men  fresh  from  their  studies"  are 
those  that  are  preferred  in  the  civil  service, 
that  is  not  a  misfortune  for  the  country.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  contend  that  those  young 
men  who  have  not  had  the  advantage  of  these 
higher  schools,  of  this  '*  scholasticism,"  as  the 
gentleman  calls  it,  the  self-made  men  who 
have  conquered  their  standing  by  fighting  ad- 
versity, who  are  entirely  self-educated,  it  may 
be  are  those  who  will  perform  the  best  service 
for  their  country,  and  that  the  country  will  be 
more  poorly  served  when  this  true  and  tried 
material  is  excluded  to  make  room  exclusively 
for  young  men  fresh  from  college,  who  are 
likely  to  be  best  posted  in  tbe^more  general 
branches  of  knowledge. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  That  is  a  matter 
of  general  opinion.  The  gentleman  has  re- 
ferred to  the  rules  which  have  been  adopted. 
That  enables  me  to  say  that  among  the  very 
valuable  labors  of  Mr.  Jeuckes,  late  a  mem- 
ber of  this  House,  and  who  is  a  prominent 
man  in  the  history  of  this  theme,  he  ex- 
hapsted  all  his  energies  in  tracing  the  history 
o(  the  public  service  in  other  countries,  and 
in  endeavoring  to  apply  to  this  country  the 
precise  rules  that  they  applied.  And  every- 
body who  has  taken  up  tnis  subject  since  has 
seemed  to  fall  into  the  theory  of  transferring 
from  the  old  countries  to  this  country  a  sys- 
tem matured  there  and  not  applicable  here. 
They  have  not  put  enough  thought  in  it; 
they  have  put  in  plenty  of  reading,  but  less 
thought,  as  It  appears  to  me.  And  these  civil 
civil  service  commissioners,  while  their  report 
is  a  highly  intelligent  document,  and  charac- 
terized I  have  no  doubt  with  the  utmost  purity 
of  motive  and  general  good  sense,  have  un- 
questionably tinctured  the  report  with  this 
traditional  theory  which  comes  down  to  us 
from  the  civil  service  of  other  countries. 

But  how  much  is  this  a  fault  after  all?  This 
is  a  country  of  public  schools  and  of  educa- 
tion. Every  intelligent  man  knows  that  with- 
out the  facilities  for  a  public  free  education, 
so  that  every  boy  and  every  girt  can  havei  free 
as  the  air,  as  good  an  education  as  any  one 
needs  for  the  purposes  of  life,  our  institutions 
never  can  be  maintained  at  all,  and  might  as 
well  be  given  up  to  begin  with. 

What,  then,  shall  be  said  in  the  way  of  criti- 
cism upon  a  scries  of  rules  adapted  to  such  a 
population,  which  siniply  require  a  satisfactory 
examination  in  the  English  language  and  in 
the  qualifications  for  the  particular  office?  Mr. 
Curtis,  who  wrote  those  rules  and  that  report, 
is  a  literary  man  of  eminence,  and  it  would 
have  required  a  struggle  on  his  part  to  sup- 
press his  tastes  and  predispositions  in  that 
direction,  but  when  he  comes  to  the  rules  by 
which  they  are  to  be  governed,  there  is  abso- 
lutely nothing  which  an  A  merican  boy  of  any 
grade  of  life  can  object  to. 

Gentlemen  get  up  here  and  suppose  the 
case  of  a  poor  limping  soldier  who  wants  an 
office,  and  is  rejected  in  favor  of  some  college 
boy  who  wants  it  and  can  get  it.  Mr.  Speaker, 
those  gentlemen  would  not  be  accepted  as  the 
acivocates  of  the  soldi^^r  boys  ol'  my  section 
of  the  country.     All  of  them  who  would  be 


likely  to  have  political  friends  to  procure 
office  under  the  present  dispensation  could 
pass  as  good  an  examination  as  those  rules 
require.  Such  cases  are  a  pure  fiction  of 
gentlemen  not  willing  to  meet  the  case. 
Where  public  education  is  so  much  a  matter 
of  public  necessity  and  policy  I  do  not  hesi- 
tate to  say  that  if  a  boy  born  in  this  country 
and  under  the  shadow  of  our  school-houses, 
with  every  opportunity  for  an  education,  has 
not  procured  such  education  as  he  has  been 
invited  to  acquire,  I  would  not  hold  him  qual- 
ified for  an  office;  neither  would  you,  gentle- 
men. We  may  as  well  be  candid  about  this 
thing.  It  is  a  crime  to  neglect  the  education 
which  is  furnished  free  of  C09t  to  everybody, 
and  to  expose  our  institutions  from  top  to 
foundation-stone  to  that  gross,  groveling  igno- 
rance which  all  our  institutions  are  aiming  to 


Ihis  subject,  Mr.  Speaker,  is  one  that  cau 
be  ramified  to  any  extent.  I  do  not  aim,  and 
never  have  aimed,  at  the  character  of  an  apos- 
tle of  anything.  It  is  an  accident  that  places 
me  in  the  attitude  of  urging  upon  my  asso- 
ciates here  the  importance  of  attending  to  this 
reform.  Why,  sir,  gentlemen  get  up  here  and 
denounce  it  as  a  **  humbug;"  and  if  their  lan- 
guage should  be  accurately  reported  it  would 
.be  understood  in  the  country  to  signify  that 
this  whole  body  for  eight  years  has  been  en- 
gaged in  a  system  of  '^  humbug,"  that  the 
body  at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  has  been 
engaged  in  a  system  of  "humbug,"  and  that 
the  rresident  has  been  engaged  in  a  system 
of  "humbug."  And  gentlemen  warn  us 
against  the  effects  to  be  apprehended  at  the 
Cincinnati  convention.  Sir,  if  the  speeches 
made  here  the  other  day  on  the  appropriation 
bill  shall  have  been  noticed  at  all.  I  dare 
wager  something  that  every  one  of  tnem  will 
be  read  in  that  convention. 

What  is  the  altitude  in  which  gentlemen  are 
placing  our  President?  He  has  apparently 
caught  at  the  idea  of  emaacipating  himself 
from  this  enormous  ^reed  of  office  on  the  part 
of  political  men.  It  is  not  in  human  nature  that 
he  should  not  desire  to  emancipate  himself 
from  it.  But  he  came  into  this  Government 
when  the  Executive  and  Congress  had  been 
engaged  in  a  prolonged  quarrel ;  and  he  found 
at  the  very  start  that  he  must  give  that  up  or 
that  the  quarrel  must  go  on  to  the  discredit  of 
the  Government  and  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  country.  He  yielded  the  point,  and  by 
that  yielding,  and  allowing  Congress  to  tako 
it  up,  it  is  now  so  well  advanced  that  he  this 
morning  announces  to  us  a  series  of  rules — 
experimental  it  is -true,  to  be  changed  as  they 
may  be  found  defective,  but  a  series  of  rules — 
as  administrative  measures,  which  on  this 
great  subject  are  to  control  the  action  of  the 
executive  branches  of  the  Government. 

Now,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  without 
distinction  of  party  I  believe  the  country  will 
hail  that  announcement  by  the  President  with 
satisfaction ;  and  unless  they  can  be  shaken  in 
their  belief  of  his  sincerity  it  will  be  found  he 
will  have  the  approval  of  the  people,  and  his 
position  will  be  a  firm  one.  Utiless  those  pro- 
tessing  to  be  his  friends  hold  him  out  to  the 
country  as  a  hypocrite  and  a  humbug,  and  go 
before  the  people  with  a  story  of  that  kind, 
the  position  he  holds  is  a  tenable  one. 

One  gentleman  here  has  some  plan  by  which 
he  thought  he  could  " spit  on  an  idea."  My 
colleague  from  Ohio,  [Mr.  Garfield,]  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropri- 
ations, in  repeating  that  expression,  was  as 
prudent  as  usual,  but  from  his  phraseology  I 
understood  him  to  indie  >te  a  doubt  whether 
an  idea  could  be  "spit  on."  Why,  the  idea 
of  spitting  on  an  idea  is  by  no  means  so  in 
credible  as  that  we  should  have  a  dozen  or 
fifteen  men  in  this  House  offering  themselves 
as  the  friends  of  the  President  and  advocating 
his  reelection,  and  at  the  same  time  certifying 
publicly  that  he  is  acting  as  a  hypocrite. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  no  authority  whatever 
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to  speak  for  the  President  My  feet  have 
never  been  under  his  mahogany.  I  am  not 
of  a  temperament  which  frequents  the  ante- 
rooms of  official  power ;  but  I  believe  I  have 
as  much  authority  and  just  the  same  to  speak 
for  him  as  the  other  gentlemen  here ;  and  it 
is  of  infinite  consequence  to  the  country  to 
know  whether  we  are  playing  the  part  of 
harlequins  here  or  of  honest  men  ;  and  if  it  is 
a  ^*  humbug/'  as  my  friend  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Butler]  believes,  then  of  all  things  im- 
puted to  him,  I  never  heard  imj)uted  to  him 
a  disposition  to  play  part  in  an  inferior  hum- 
bug. I  believe  if  this  is  a  humbug  at  all  it  is 
a  miserably  inferior  humbug.  The  Senate 
originally  put  the  provision  into  the  bill  and 
sent  it  to  tne  House,  and  this  House  adopted  it 
and  the  President  adopted  it.  The  Senate  this 
session  again  putit  in  an  appropriation,  and  sent 
it  to  the  House.  Now,  who  wants  to  get  rid 
of  this  reform?  Which  part  or  branch  of  the 
Government  desires  most  to  get  rid  of  the  civil 
service  reform  ?  Is  it  not  the  body  which  sits 
at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol?  Yet  they  put 
it  in  an  appropriation,  as  if  they  were  its 
friends,  and  sent  it  to  us,  and  we  played  the 
cheap  part  they  probably  wished  us  to.  We 
took  their  hot  tongs  and  threw  it  out.  It  is  a 
miserable  inferior  humbug  at  the  best,  if  a 
humbug  at  all,  and  this  House  is  playing  in 
it  an  inferior  and  subordinate  part. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Will  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  yield  to  me  for  a 
moment  ? 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Speaker,  I  only  desire  to  say  to  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  that  this  civil  service  provision  was 
put  in  by  the  Senate  and  as  an  amendment 
came  to  us  as  part  of  the  appropriation  bill  on 
a  report  of  the  committee  of  conference.  Had 
we  voted  it  down  we  would  have  voted  down 
the  whole  appropriation  bill,  and  stopped  the 
wheels  of  the  Government.  It  was  at  five 
O'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  last  day  of  the 
session,  and  those  having  charge  of  the  appro- 
priation bili  called  upon  us  not  to  embarrass 
the  Government  by  undertaking  to  vote  it  out. 
That  is  the  fact  in  reference  to  the  introduction 
of  the  original  provision. 

Now,  then,  the  Senate  is  part  of  the  ap- 

Eointing  power.  No  considerable  officer  can 
e  appointed  without  being  confirmed  by  the 
Senate,  and  as  by  their  rules  any  two  Senators 
agreeing  to  state  a  man  shall  not  be  appointed 
he  cannot  be  appointed,  however  much  he  may 
be  able  to  pass  the  civil  service  examination. 
If  that  is  the  fact,  I  can  very  well  conceive  why 
they  should  want  civil  ser^ce  reform  to  take 
all  power  away  from  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  and  put  it  in  the  Senate.  I  only 
wonder  they  have  not  voted  more  money  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  yield  now  for  a 
moment  to  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr. 
Shanks.] 

Mr.  SHANKS.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio 
has  referred  frequently  to  a  word  I  used  in 
the  remarks  made  by  me  in  reference  to  civil 
service  reform  some  days  ago.  It  is  true  that 
I  stated  the  other  day  that  this  was  a  humbug, 
or  rather  I  stated  that  it  was  what  we  in  the 
W^est  would  call  a  humbug ;  and  what  I  stated 
then  I  repeat  now.  But  in  making  that  state- 
ment  I  meant  to  cast  no  reflection  upon  the 
President  of  the  United  States  or  any  one 
else.  I  spoke  to  the  thing  itself.  I  merely 
stated  what  I  believed  to  be  the  truth,  and  in 
order  to  convince  the  Honse  of  its  truth  I 
have  only  need  to  refer  to  the  civil  service 
regulations  published  in  the  papers  this  morn- 
ing. They  will  show  that  I  did  not  mistake 
when  I  called  it  a  hambug.  I  will  change  the 
word  if  it  pleases  better,  and  say  it  was  a  mis- 
take. I  will  soften  the  terms  of  my  former 
speech  and  say  it  was  a  mistake,  if  that 
sounds  more  harmonioasly  to  the  ears  of  gen- 
tlemen than  the  word  humbug.  In  order  to 
coavince  the  House  that  it  was  a  mistake,  I 


say  I  have  only  to  refer  to  the  regulations 
put  forth  to  the  country  this  morning.  I  ask 
the  members  to  read  them.  We  are  to  under- 
stand there  is  to  be  a  convmittee  of  investiga- 
tion, or  a  committee  of  competitive  examin- 
ation of  three  in  every  Department.  This  is 
better  than  the  first  mode  of  one  committee 
for  the  United  States,  who  was  to  know  every- 
thing and  all  persons  for  all  places.  The  rule 
was  that  of  tnose  examined  the  choice  was 
to  be  taken  from  the  three  highest  on  the 
list  when  a  vacancy  occurred  in  one  of  the 
Departments.  An  applicant  thus  is  compelled 
to  lie  in  wait  after  examination  for  place,  not 
knowing  when  employment  will  come.  And 
there  the  applicant,  examined  and  found 
worthy,  must  stand  and  wait  till  that  time 
comes,  when  he  may  be  called.  It  was  effect- 
ually driving  away  every  man  who  was  worth  a 
continental  copper  for  any  purpose,  for  no  man 
worth  anything  as  a  business  man  would  be 
kept  waiting  on  uncertainties  till  called  for. 
The  consequence  was  that  every  applicant  who 
was  worth  anything  for  efficiency  would  leave 
and  go  away,  turning  his  attention  and  industry 
to  other  business,  and  the  shysters  who  could 
afford  to  lie  around,  because  they  were  worth 
nothing  for  anything  else,  would  be  ready  to 
take,  and  would  necessarily  receive,  the  place 
when  the  opportunity  came,  and  the  opportun- 
ity for  them  would  come  with  the  vacancy, 
for  the  worthy  would  not  wait;  and  this  is  one 
of  your  rules. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.     Mr.  Speaker 

Mr.  SHANKS.  I  observe  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  wishes  to  take  me  off  the  floor. 
I  have  desired  to  say  this  much  because  the 
gentleman  referred  so  freely  to  my  use  of  the 
word  '* humbug.'*  We  find  this  morning  that 
there  are  to  be  a  number  of  examining  com- 
mittees in  the  Departments  where  the  same 
rule  was  in  operation  long  before  you  or  I 
came  into  Congress.  This  morning  we  learn 
that  three  men  have  been  appointed  as  a 
Committee  in  each  of  these  Departments,  and 
they,  too,  are  officers  appointed  by  the  Govern- 
ment under  the  old  rule  and  now  simply  de- 
tailed for  this  purpose,  as  has  been  practiced 
since  the  Government  was  founded.  And  I 
say  that  is  the  sensible  way  of  doing  it.  Since 
I  made  the  speech  about  humbug  much  of  the 
humbug  has  been  thrown  away  by  the  rules 
of  this  morning  detailing  these  several  commit- 
tees where  men  are  found  in  the  Departments 
competent  to  do  the  work  of  examination. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Saul  is  among 
the  prophets  at  last. 

Mr.  SHANKS.  Yes,  sir.  It  is  an  easy 
matter  to  quot«  Scripture.  Perhaps  the  gen- 
tleman used  to  read  Scripture  more  heretofore 
than  he  does  now.  I  could  quote  Scripture  too 
if  I  chose,  but  at  present  I  am  talking  about 
this  bill,  and  I  wish  to  say  that  this  reform  has 
gone  back  upon  itself,  and  to-day  the  Presi- 
dent simply  details  men  to  make  examination 
in  the  offices  where  they  are  to  work  on  their 
present  salaries,  and  where  they  ought  to  be, 
without  extra  committees,  and  with  no  addi- 
tional expense  to  the  Government.  Thus 
there  is  saved  the  $50,000  which  we  voted  out 
of  the  bill  the  other  day.  This  so-called  civil 
service  under  the  rules  of  the  committee  is 
mere  talk  without  practicability  or  reason. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  If  the  speech  of  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Shanks]  has 
blown  away  some  of  the  humbug,  let  us  assist 
him  by  our  speeches  and  our  votes  now  to  blow 
away  the  rest  of  it. 

I  agree  with  the  gentleman  that  this  discus- 
sion has  already  produced  an  immense  improve- 
ment to  the  public  service  and  to  the  country, 
and  whatever  humbug  there  may  be  left  I  will 
join  the  gentleman  in  blowing  away.  Let  us 
Begin  by  washing  our  hands,  so  far  as  we  are 
concerned,  of  these  ignoble  abuses.  When 
our  hands  are  clean,  then  we  can  demand  that 
the  Executive  should  wash  his  if  they  need  it. 
fn  the  present  position  of  matters  we  cannot 
show  that  he  is  responsible  for  anything,  be- 
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cause,  as  we  are  told,  two  Senators  cati 
any  man  from  being  confirmed.  While  t*- 
is  the  case  the  whole  administrstioo  o'  '^- 
country,  the  executive  of  the  cotintry,  is  b  -• 
ally — without  any  figurative  meaning — is  y^: 
ally  and  squarely  in  the  Senate,  and  nowr^r* 
else. 

Now  gentleman  say  if  there  be  sacii  a  r :: 
abuse  in  the  Senate,  why  should  we  not  k— . 
up  a  little  one  in  this  House?  Why.  » 
Speaker,  we  claim  to  be  nearer  to  the  p**T  -. 
we  claim  that  the  pulsations  of  oar  heart*  t*^. 
more  in  unison  with  the  pulsations  of  the  p-?;- 
ular  heart.  Let  us  wash  our  faand»,  and  thr 
if  the  Senate  choose  to  go  on  with  dirty  bani' 
we  shall  find  means  with  the  help  of  the  f^^  - 
either  of  compelling  them  to  wash  their  bs-::< 
or  of  getting  others  to  take  their  places.  TtA- 
is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  HOAR.  Before  the  gentleman  frcTi 
Ohio  [Mr.  Perbt]  takes  bis  seat,  I  ask  hi^  * 
yield  to  me  for  a  few  moments  to  have  re%d  i. 
extract  from  Hildreth's  History  of  the  Uni-eC 
States  bearing  upon  this  subject. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Certiunly ;  I  rS 
yield  to  the  gentleman  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  real  tk 
paragraph  I  have  marked,  that  it  may  apf-^^* 
m  connection  with  the  speech  of  the  get  i  £- 
man  from  Ohio. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

'*  Having  heard  from  Randolph,  or  jndf  in;  fr-s. 
the  inherent  probability  of  the  thiii|r«  tnmt  Vr»<k:,«" 
ton  thought  of  sending  Hamilton  to  Kn^tMid.  U  -^t  -i 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  President  depraea.t.:k~  a 
appointment  as  not  only  iniarioas  to  the  pub:!    s- 
terests,  batespeeially  so  to  W  aehiziftton  him^^L.  u. 
offering  to  give  his  reasons  in  a  priTate  iot^rvf* 
Nor  was  this  a  mere  individual  movement.    Ad>'  :- 
very  violent  letter  against  Hamilton's  app^io's-: 
was  sent  to  the  President  aboat  the  eaaae  tinre  -r 
one  of  the  Virginia  members  of  the  lioaee.    ^\  a-.- 
ington  consulted  Randolph  as  to  thei*«  learr^.  - 
deooram  of  which  seemed  somewhat  qae^a"-::-^*  ■ 
especially  in  Monroe's  case,  whose  daty  as  a  Sfs . 
it  rather  seemed  to  be  to  pass  apon  the  Fr«^U^:.  • 
nominations  than  by  gratuitous   and  iuia«k-<^ 
advice  to  assist  him  in  making  them.    B<ri  : 
thought  it  would  be  best  to  grant  the  interTirv  . 
with  an  intimation  to  Monroe  that  he  must  c*; 
himself  to  facts.    Washiofeton  preferred,  howr.-.- 
send  a  note  requesting  Monroe  to  state  in  «r-  -: 
any  information  he  might  have  tending  to  di*^ ''  > 
Hamilton  for  the  mission  referred  to,  a  reqae^  *  •  • 
seems  to  hare  given  a  quietus  to  Monroe'i  •=:«*- 
ference."— iKWr<ffA't  Hittory  ^f  cAe  V^it^i  s>-^ 
volume  1,  ps«e  487. 

M1SS8AGB  FROM  THS  8BNATB. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Stxp*:^ 
one  of  their  clerks,  announced  that  the  >^T<t  t 
had  insisted  upon  their  amendmentd  di^a^^ti 
to  by  the  House  to  the  bill  of  the  Hoo5«  >> 
1930,  relating  to  proposals  for  contraci^  ^c' 
the  transportation  of  the  mails,  and  for  otbe 
purposes,  had  agreed  to  the  conference  asked 
by  the  House  upon  the  disagreeing  vores  of 
the  two  Houses  thereon,  and  had  app'>.iit<rl 
as  the  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  Mr. 
RamseT)  Mr.  Edmukds,  and  Mr.  Casseeit. 

The  message  also  announced  that  the  ^trs&»t 
had  passed  with  amendments,  in  which  \  t-^ 
concurrence  of  the  House  was  reqa«*sted.  bi  li 
of  the  House  of  the  following  titles : 

A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  286)  to  perpemate  te<n 
mony  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States ;  &ci 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1016)  to  promote  the  de- 
velopment of  the  mining  resoarees  of  tlic 
United  States. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed,  and  requested  the  eonnr' 
rence  of  the  House  in,  bills  of  the  follovic| 
titles : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  429)  supplemental  to  an  ac; 
entitled  *^  An  act  to  aid  in  the  constmciion  i>f 
telegraph  lines,  and  to  secure  to  the  Goren 
ment  the  use  or  the  same  for  postal,  miiitm. 
and  other  purposes,'*  approved  July  24. 1%'>: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  488)  supplemental  to  a&ac: 
entitled  '^  An  act  to  amend  an  act  appn^re- 
May  SI,  1870,  entitled  *  An  act  to  entorte  ite 
rights  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  rov 
in  the  several  States  of  this  Union,  and  \x 
other  purposes,*  **  passed  February  28, 1S71: 

A  bill  (S.  No.  816)  to  amend  an  acteotitifd 
'*  An  act  to  establish  a  uniform  time  for  bold* 
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ng  elections  for  electors  of  Pretident  ftnd  Vice 
i^resident  in  all  the  States  of  the  Union,'' 
approved  January  23,  1846 ;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  963)  making  an  appropria- 
ion  for  inBtramenta  to  be  need  in  observa- 
ions  upon  the  transit  of  Venns  in  1874. 

CIVIL  88RVI0S. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of 
louse  bill  No.  787.  to  preserve  the  independ- 
ince  of  the  several  departments  of  the  Gov- 
irnment 

Mr.  HOLMAN  rose. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  The  gentleman  from  In- 
liaoa  [Mr.  Holman]  yields  to  me  to  ask 
manimons  consent  to  take  np  the  bill  to 
ncorporate  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado 
iiyer  Railway  Company,  which  was  made  a 
pecial  order  for  to-day  at  half  past  one,  bat 
tas  been  excluded  by  other  orders  having 
)riority. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  am  willing  to  yield  to 
he  gentleman  for  that  purpose.  The  further 
sonsideration  of  the  pending  bill,  I  under- 
itand,  will  go  over  till  to-morrow  at  two 
/clock. 

The  SPEAKER.    ItwUL 

LBAVa  OP  ABBBNCa. 

Mr.  KELLOGG,  by  ananimous  consent,  ob* 
ained  leave  of  absence  for  three  days. 

Mr.  FOSTER,  of  Ohio,  by  ananimous 
sonsent  obtained  leave  of  absence  for   two 

veeks. 

3RKAT  SALT  LAKB  AMD  COLORADO  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  now  ask  that  by  unan- 
mous  consent  the  House  proceed  to  consider 
he  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2199)  to  incorporate  the 
jreat  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  River  Railway 
Company,  and  to  grant  to  said  company  a 
■ight  of  way  through  the  public  lands  of  the 
Jnited  States. 

There  was  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  report  the 
sending  amendments,  being  an  amendment 
iioved  by  the  gentleman  from  Utah  [Mr. 
[Iooper]  and  an  amenllment  to  the  amend- 
sent  moved  by  the  gentleman  from  Ohio, 
Mr.  Stevenson,]  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Public  Lands. 

The  Clerk  read  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
BooPER,  of  Utah,  which  was  to  add  to  the 
>iil  the  following: 

6kc«  — .  Nothing  in  ibis  ftct  shall  be  bo  OQOstmed 
u)  to  authorize  said  Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado 
^irer  Railway  Company  to  appropriate  or  destroy, 
>r  in  any  way  interfere  with  the  track,  road-bed, 
iridges,  telegraph  Une8,  stations,  depot  ffrounds,  or 
ither  property  of  the  Utah  Soat.hem  Railroad  Com- 
>Any.  a  corporation  created  under  the  laws  of  the 
JegislatiFe  Aaeembly  of  the  Territory  of  Utah,  for  the 
innstraction  of  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from 
he  city  of  Salt  Lake,  in  the  Territory  of  Utah,  to 
'ayiton  City,  in  said  Territory. 

7'he  Clerk  also  read  the  following  amendment 
o  the  amendment,  moved  by  Mr.  Stevekson  : 

Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
onstrucd  as  rceognixing  the  authority  of  the  Legis- 
Ature  of  the  Territory  of  Utah  to  create  a  railroad 
orponttion. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.     I  modify  my  amend- 

aent  to  the  amendment,  so  that  it  shidl  read 

a  follows: 

Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
Dnntmed  as  reoogniiing  or  denying  the  authority 
r  the  Legielatureof  the  Territory  of  Utah  to  create 
akiIroa4  corporations. 

The  object  of  that  modification  is  to  leave 
lat  qaestion  entirely  unaffected  by  this  bill. 

The  modified  amendment  to  the  amend- 
lent  was  then  agreed  to ;  and  the  amendment, 
8  amended,  was  also  agreed  to. 

The  question  was  npon  ordering  the  bill,  as 
mended,  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third 
me. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  Upon  that  qaestion  I  call 
le  previous  question. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  On  the  simple  question 
f  granting  the  right  of  wa^  to  this  railroad 
>mpaxiy  I  presume  there  is  no  objection  to 
lis  dUI.    The  ground  of  objection  to  the  bill 

that  it  incorporates  a  railroad  company  that 


will  pass  through  several  Territories  which 
will  altimately  become  States  of  this  Union. 
The  objection  is  to  Congress  exercising  that 

g^wer.  In  order  to  test  the  sense  of  this 
ouse  on  the  qaestion  of  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  create  these  great  corporations,  which, 
from  their  very  nature,  must  be  vested  with 
immense  powers  and  privileges,  and  which 
mast  ultimately  run  into  and  through  several 
States  of  this  Union,  I  will  move  that  this 
bill  be  laid  npon  the  table,  and  npon  that 
motion  I  will  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  T^FFE.  Let  the  yeas  and  nays  be 
taken  upon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  f  will  move  that  the  bill 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  enter- 
tain that  motion  pending  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious qaestion.  The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table  is  in  order,  and  would  be  in  order 
after  the  previous  qaestion  has  been  seconded. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
sense  of  the  House  being  taken  upon  second- 
ing the  previous  question,  with  the  under- 
standing that  my  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table  will  be  in  order  after  that  qaestion  shall 
have  been  determined. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  motion  will  then  be 
in  order. 

The  question  was  then  taken  npon  second* 
ing  the  previous  question  \  and  npon  a  divis- 
ion there  were-— ayes  88,  noes  44 ;  no  quorum 
voting. 

Tellers  were  ordered;  and  Mr.  Duknell 
and  Mr.  Holman  were  appointed. 

The  House  again  divided ;  and  the  tellers 
reported— a^  ^,  noes  69 ;  no  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  DU&E.  1  move  that  the  House  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  accordingly 
(at  four  o'clock  and  fifteen  minutes  p.  m.)  9ie 
House  a^joorned. 

PETITIONS,  BTO. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees: 

By  Mr.  COBURN  t  The  petition  of  the  brew- 
ers of  Indiana,  asking  a  modification  of  the 
internal  revenue  laws  m  relation  to  brewers. 

By  Mr.  FINKELNBURG:  The  remon- 
strance of  citizens  of  Missouri,  against  the  pro- 
posed bridge  across  the  Mississippi  river  at 
Carondelet,  Missouri. 

By  Mr.  KELLE  Y :  The  memorial  of  25  citi- 
aens  of  the  United  States,  protesting  against 
any  change  in  the  Constitution  allowing  a  per- 
son of  foreign  birth  to  become  President  of 
the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  LOWE:  The  petition  of  Alfred 
Thorbary  and  others,  citizens  of  Kansas  and 
soldiers  in  the  late  war,  for  an  act  of  Con- 
gress equalizing  bounties  upon  the  basis  of 
$8  83}  per  month  for  the  time  actually  served. 

Also,  the  petition  of  C.  D.  Nichols  and 
others,  dtiaens  of  Kansas,  for  the  removal  of 
tariff  duties  on  type. 

Also,  the  petition  of  S.  J.  Bartlett  and 
others,  citizens  of  Kansas  and  soldiers  in  the 
late  war,  for  an  act  of  Congress  granting  a 
land  warrant  for  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land  to  each  officer  and  soldier  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  the  late  war. 

By  Mr.  L.  MYERS  :  The  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia,  protesting  against  the 
proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution  to 
permit  a  person  of  foreign  birth  to  become 
President  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  RANDALL:  The  memorial  of  the 
infantry  corps,  National  Guards,  of  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  asking  that  the  Secretary  of 
War  deliver  to  the  said  organization  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  condemned  cannon  to  cast  a 
statue  to  be  placed  in  their  burial  lot  in  the 
Mount  Moriah  cemetery. 

By  Mr.  READ :  The  petition  of  Ira  Sanders 
of  Adair  county,  Kentucky,  who  was  a  private 
in  company  A,  first  Colorado  cavalry  regiment. 


asking  Congress  to  grant  him  a  pension  on 
account  of  disabilities  contracted  wnile  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  E.  H.  ROBERTS:  The  petition  of 
manufacturers  of  matches,  against  the  repeal 
of  the  stamp  tax  on  matches. 

By  Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia:  The  petition 
of  John  T.  Ezzard,  of  Forsyth  county,  Geor* 
gia,  asking  the  removal  of'^his  political  dis- 
abilities. 


IN  SENATE. 
Thtjbsdat,  April  18,  1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
man, D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceedings  was 
read  and  approved. 

ST.  CROIX  AND  SUPERIOR  RAILROAD. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  message  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, communicating  its  action  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Honse  to  the  bill  (S.  No. 
565)  to  extend  the  time  to  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin to  complete  a  road  from  Lake  St. 
Croix  to  Lake  Superior. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  resolution  of  the 
Honse,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Hoom  adhere  to  their  amend- 
ment to  the  bill  of  the  Senate  (No.  565)  to  extend 
the  time  to  complete  a  road  from  Lake  St.  Croix  to 
Lake  Superior. 

The  Vice  PRESIDENT.  Both  the  Sen- 
ators from  Wisconsin  are  absent  at  presenL 

Mr.  POMEROY.  In  the  absence  of  those 
Senators,  I  think  the  resolution  had  better 
lie  on  the  table.  As  the  House  have  voted 
to  adhere,  I  suppose  the  only  course  we  can 
pursue  is  to  adhere  also.  I  move,  however, 
that  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDBR  or  BUaiMSSB. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  np 
now,  subject  to  the  morning  business,  the 
Presidio  park  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senator  who  sits  by 
my  side  [Mr.  Edmunds]  is  absent  at  present. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  in 
the  Chamber  in  a  moment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  shall  object  until  he 
comes  in. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  state  that  the  report 
from  the  Department  is  here  now,  and  really 
I  think  that  bill  ought  to  be  acted  upon. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  unan- 
imous consent,  and  the  Senator  from  Kansas 
objects  until  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is 
present. 

EXECUTIVB  COMMUNICATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
Senate  a  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  trans- 
mitting, in  obedience  to  law,  lists  of  the  clerks, 
messengers,  and  laborers  employed  in  the  ya* 
rious  bureaus  of  the  War  Department  during 
the  year  1871 ;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

PETITIONS  AND  HBM0RIAL8. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  Rev.  John  Wallace,  of  Jonesville, 
Union  county,  South  Carolina,  praying  that 
provision  be  msde  by  Congress  for  sending 
emigrants  to  Liberia ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
preside* t  and  trustees  of  the  Union  Land  Com- 
pany, asking  compensation  for  the  destruction 
and  appropriation  of  property  of  that  com- 
pany by  officials  and  military  authorities  of 
the  Government  of  Mexico;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  OS  BO  UN  pres»'nted  the  memorial  of 
J.  Goldsborough  Bruff,  asking  a  change  in  the 
national  coat  of  arms ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Library. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  the  petition  of  R. 
A.  Sinclair,  of*Virginia|  praying  the  removal 


2522 


THE  CONGRJBSSiONAL  GLOBE. 


April  V 


of  his  political  disabilitieB ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  select  Committee  on  the  Removal  of 
Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Iowa,  praying  the  passage  of  House 
bill  No.  1788,  tor  the  relief  of  disabled  soldiers; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  present  a  memo- 
rial of  Hon.  A.  Brandegee,  and  thirty-three 
others,  citizens  of  Connecticut,  who  represent 
that  a  desolating  famine  exists  in  Persia  with- 
out any  prospect  of  relief  by  the  Government, 
and  praying  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures 
as  may  enable  the  benevolent  to  extend  relief. 
I  will  state  that  these  petitioners  are  among 
the  most  intelligent  and  benevolent  citizens  of 
our  State.  I  move  the  reference  of  the  peti- 
tion to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A88IQNMBNTS  OF  BUSINKSS. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  am  requested  by  mv 
committee  to  ask  that  Friday  of  next  week 
be  devoted  to  bills  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Kansas  asks  unanimous  consent  that  Friday 
of  next  week  be  assigned  for  the  considera- 
tion of  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  like  to  have  any  more 
special  orders  made  until  some  better  pro- 
gress has  been  made  with  the  appropriation 
bills. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  objects. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Of  course  it  is  the  Sen- 
ator's privilege  to  object  if  he  chooses  to  do  so. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  resolution  will  be  placed  on  the 
Calendar,  so  that  it  can  be  called  up  hereafter. 

Mr.  POMEROY  subsequently  said  :  Upon 
further  conversation  witn  the  Senator  from 
California,  I  am  willing  to  modify  my  request 
so  that  if  on  that  day  there  is  an  appropria- 
tion bill  which  he  desires  to  pass,  I  will  not 
interfere  with  that,  and,  with  that  understand- 
ing, Friday  week,  I  think,  can  be  set  apart 
for  the  business  of  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Kansas  renews  the  request  that  Friday 
of  next  week  be  set  apart  for  the  considera- 
tion of  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  subject,  however,  to  appropriation  bills, 
if  there  should  be  any  pressing  at  that  time. 

Mr.  FENTON.  In  the  same  manner  let 
me  ask  my  friend  from  Kansas  to  make  it  also 
subject  to  Senate  bill  No.  2. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  and  myself  will  arrange  about  that 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  And  also  sub- 
ject to  the  customs  bill,  in  which  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  is  interested.  Is  there 
objection  to  the  proposition  as  now  made  by 
the  Senator  from  Kansas  ?  The  Chair  hears 
none. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  ask  that  Wednesday, 
the  15th  of  next  month,  be  set  apart  for  the 
consideration  of  bills  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Removal  ot  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  think  the  Senator  had 
better  name  an  earlier  day  if  he  wants  a  day 
set  apart  for  his  committee. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  all  these  assign- 
ments should  be  subject  to  the  appropriation 
bills. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Then  I  will  say  the 
8th  of  May. 

Mr.  CONKLING  and  Mr.  SPENCER.  Why 
not  sAy  the  1st  of  May  ? 

Mr.  KELLOGG.     Or  earlier  still  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Several  Sen- 
ators  suggest  Wednesday  the  Ist  of  May. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  suggest  that  an  earlier 
day  be  named.  Let  the  Senator  name  the 
Monday  of  that  week,  the  Monday  preceding 
(he  Isi  of  May. 


Mr.  ROBERTSON.  It  is  possible  that  I 
may  necessarily  be  absent  at  that  time,  and 
that  is  the  reason  why  I  ask  for  the  8th  of 
May. 

The  VICE  PRESIRENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  that  the  whole  of  next  week  is  now 
assigned,  except  Thursday  and  Saturday. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Then  I  suggest  Thursday 
of  next  week. 

Mr.  COLE.  Of  course  there  can  be  no 
objection  to  Senators  giving  notice  that  on  a 
certain  day  they  propose  to  call  up  certain 
business,  and  the  proposition  of  th^Senator 
from  Kansas  amounts  only  to  that ;  but  I  must 
object  to  making  any  special  orders  that  will 
interfere  with  the  appropriation  biUs. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  submit  that  the  appro- 
priation bills  should  first  be  passed.  1  am 
willing  to  waive  anything  in  favor  of  an  appro- 
priation bill,  because  I  think  we  ought  to 
adjourn  in  May,  and  if  we  get  the  appropria- 
tion bills  through  in  good  time  we  can  adjourn 
in  May.  I  am  therefore  in  favor  of  standing 
by  the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  The  Senator  from  Kan- 
sas is  very  good  at  making  objections  after  he 
gets  a  day  assigned  for  his  committee. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     I  do  not  object. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  ask  for  Wednesday, 
the  8th  of  May. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT. .  There  appears 
to  be  objection  to  that  day,  but  no  objection 
to  the  first  of  May. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  prefer  the  8th  of 
May. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  South  Carolina,  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Disabilities,  stares  that  he  pre- 
fers the  8th  of  May. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  will  not  object  to  an 
earlier  day,  but  I  object  to  an  assignment  so 
late  as  the  8th  of  May.  I  believe  we  can  and 
ought  to  adjourn  in  that  month,  and  I  do  not 
want  the  time  to  be  preoccupied  now  with  what 
might  exclude  necessary  bills  at  that  time. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Then  I  suggest  Thursday 
of  next  week  be  assigned  to  the  Committee 
on  Disabilities. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Alabama  now  asks  that  Thursday  of  next  week, 
which  has  not  yet  been  assigned,  be  assignea 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Political 
Disabilities. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  objects. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  wish  to  say  that  when- 
ever that  bill  is  brought  forward  I  shall  deem 
it  my  duty  to  move  another  bill  of  infinitely 
greater  importance  as  an  amendment,  being 
the  civil  rights  bill,  or  the  bill  to  remove  the 
disabilities  of  the  colored  race,  unless  mean- 
while that  bill  should  pass  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  come  here  and  be  passed 
here.  Otherwise,  I  shall  deem  it  my  duty  to 
move  the  other  bill  as  an  amendment,  and  I 
hope  I  shall  have  the  support  of  my  friend 
from  South  Carolina. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.     Yon  will,  sir. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    Thank  you,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  that  reports  of  committees  are  now  in 
order,  and  this  debate,  there  being  objection 
to  the  assignment,  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  desire  to  say  that  I 
expected  to-day  to  call  up  the  bill  providing 
for  the  payment  of  the  French  spoiiation 
claims,  but  the  Senator  from  Maryland  [Mr. 
ViCKBRs]  being  absent  I  cannot  do  so.  He 
intends  to  make  a  speech  on  that  subject 
which  I  think  will  have  a  great  effect  oo  the 
Senate.  I  therefore  ask  that  the  Senate  will 
allow  me  to  fix  to-morrow  week  for  that  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  day  has  already 
been  assigned. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Then  I  ask  for  Thursday 
of  next  week 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  asks  that  Thursday  of  next  week 


be  assigned  for  the  consideration  of  the  Fr»r 
spoliation  bill,  which   has   several  timts  c-r. 
postponed. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  my  friend  will  n^t  w 
for  that  until  we  get  along  a  little  bett«r  t:\ 
the  appropriation  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  ItrequireM-*. 
imous  consent,  as  the  bill- is  not  before  -.- 
Senate,  and  resolutions  are  not  yet  rea<:b^! 

Mr.  CAMERON.      I  think  the  Seoator  h^ 
California  will  not  object  when  I  tell  hi«c  r-v 
if  any  of  his  bills  are  before  the  Senate  vki.: 
he  desires  to  push  through  immediatelj. ". 
I  will  wait  for  another  day. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suppose  that  the  Sept:' 
gives  notice  that  he  intends  to  call  np  hi?  ■> ! 
on  that  day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    No;  hed«::.' 
the    assignment  of    Thursday  next  for  t  - 
French  spoliation  bill,  but  states  that  be  v 
ffive  way  if  an  appropriation  bill  shoold  t^ 
be  pressing. 

Mr.  CAMERON.     That  is  it 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  oh^ 
tion  to  that  request  ? 

Mr.  FENTON.     What  is  the  request? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Set  i  • 
from  Pennsylvania  asks  thatTharsdajofra 
week  be  assigned  for  the  coostdention  of . 
French  spoliation  bill,  suiting  that  b?  *. 
yield  the  day,  as  he  has  several  times  aln^ad},  r 
an  appropriation  bill  should  then  be  peodi<;£. 

Mr.  FENTON.     If  the  Senator  wiil  ^ 
except  Senate   bill   No.    2    I  will  make  : 
objection  ^at  all.     It   may  not  be  befor*  u 
Senate  at  that  time. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Of  course,  I  will  mai. 
no  objection  to  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Snm 
from  Pennsylvania  states  that  be  wiil  a<< 
except  the  customs  bill ;  and  witb  ri'-'e 
reservations  the  order  will  be  made,  if  '.Qt.-« 
be  no  objection. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  Before tiat  oriier.' 
made,  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  inref««te 
to  Senate  bill  No.  2,  proposed  by  the  S«aa'  • 
from  New  York. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Cbairr-. 
state  that  it  is  not  now  subject  to  debate:  m 
if  the  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cflfvpiii; 
has  risen  with  a  report  from  a  committrt  it* 
Chair  will  receive  that.  The  Senator  frca 
Connecticut  has  risen  in  regard  to  snotherK-i 
not  now  before  the  Senate,  and  if  «»' 
ensues  the  Senator  from  Michigan  has  n>c3 
with  a  report,  which  has  priority. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  I  hope  the  Seu* 
will  postpone  the  consideration  of  Senate  bhi 
No.  2,  simply  because  that  very  quesuoo  a 
now  before  the  Committee  on  Comojerce.  A 
bill  similar  in  its  provisions  is  before  tii^ 
committee.  In  addition  to  that,  tbe  Commi. 
tee  on  Investigation  and  Retrenchment  tM 
taken  a  large  amount  of  testimon;  h*^^ 
reference  to  the  same  subject  which  u  P'*^ 
vided  for  in  that  bill.  I  think  it  wouU  » 
better  for  the  Senate  to  detenDine  Dowtw 
they  will  postpone  the  consideration  of  ^ «» 
ate  bill  No.  2  or  any  acUon  upon  u  unUl  mey 
shall  get  a  report  from  that  commiit^ 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  r^^^ 
unani  mous  consent,  as  the  bill  is  not  now  w  "• 
the  Senate.  The  Senator  from  Ptnnsrmi^^ 
has  accepted  the  suggesiiou  of  ^°*  ??*i 
from  New  York,  which  does  not  bmd  J 
Senate  to  consider  Senate  bill  So.  ^ «  ; 
The  order  simply  gives  him  the  nghi  to  tt.. 
day,  subject  to  the  appropriation  bill  o  - 
customs  bill,  if  they  should  be  pr^^^^fj  be 
that  day,  either  of  which,  however,  con» 
laid  upon  the  table  then. 

RKPORTS  OF  COMMIITIBS. 

Mr.  CHANDLER,  from  tbe  Comnj"j*j2 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  referred  tbe  d 
R.  No.  827)  to  authorize  the  conrtrucoon  ^ 


bridges  across  the  Ohio  river,  »^^^7Jji 
the  dimensions  of  tbe  same,  report^u 
an  amendment. 
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Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Committee  oa  Post 
>ffices  and  Post  Koads,  to  whom  was  referred 
he  bill  (S.  No.  841)  to  reduce  the  rates  of 
;orrespondence  by  telegraphy  and  to  connect 
he  telegraph  with  the  postal  service,  have 
nstructed  me  to  report  it  with  an  amendment 
n  the  nature  of  a  substitote;  and  I  give  notice 
hat  I  shall  call  up  the  bill  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Michigan,  from  the  Com- 
nitt^e  on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to 
^hom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  157)  for 
he  relief  of  Robert  Brigham,  late  postmaster 
it.  Franklin,  Pennsylvania,  reported  adversely 
hereon,  and  moved  its  indetinite  postpone* 
uent;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
iras  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  720)  for  the  relief 
)f  John  Milone,  postmaster  at  Uhricksville, 
>liio,  reported  it  without  amendment,  and  sub- 
nitted  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  ordered  to 
)e  printed. 

Mr.  VVINDOM.  I  am  directed  by  the  Gom- 
nittee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
be  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1027)  to  perfect  navigation 
>n  the  Mississippi  river,  to  report  it  without 
imcndment ;  and  I  ask  that  it  be  acted  upon 
low.  It  will  take  but  a  moment.  It  has  passed 
he  House,  and  has  three  times  been  reported 
Tom  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Several  Senators 
ire  on  the  floor  with  reports,  which  is  in  the 
lature  of  an  objection. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  Then  I  will  withdraw  the 
•eport. 

Mr.  C0NKLIN6.  I  rose  to  ask  to  call  up 
Souse  bill  No.  20S6,  for  the  relief  of  James 
%..  Bell,  which  will  take  but  a  moment,  and  if 
t  is  taken  up  I  will  yield  at  once  to  the  morn* 
ng  business. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  I  am  in- 
itnicted  by  the  committee  which  I  represent 
.o  make  several  reports,  and  to  ask  to  have 
>ne  bill  put  upon  its  passage  when  I  report  it. 

Mr.  C0NE:L1NG.  I  do  not  wish  to  inter- 
fere with  the  Senator.  If  he  will  allow  this 
Dill  to  be  taken  up,  I  will  then  give  way  to  him. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
Tom  New  York  asks  unanimous  consent  to 
ake  up  the  bill(H.  R.  No.  2036)  for  the  relief 
>f  James  A.  Bell,  subject  to  the  morning  busi- 
less.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection,  and  the 
sill  is  taken  up.  Reports  from  committees  are 
(till  in  order. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  The  Com- 
uittee  on  Patents,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  D.  J.  Powers,  praying  relief  for 
ion  payment  of  final  fees  on  a  patent,  have 
instructed  me  to  report  it  adversely.  The  peti- 
;ioner  made  application  for  a  patent  in  1862. 
An  order  for  its  issue  was  made  and  transmit- 
ted to  him,  but  not  reaching  him  the  final  fees 
were  not  paid.  He  did  not,  however,  pursue 
lis  application,  and  it  has  lain  for  eight  years 
n  the  Patent  Office.  During  that  time  other 
nventions  of  a  similar  character  have  made 
lis  valuable,  and  now,  at  the  expiration  of 
,his  time,  he  desires  to  have  permission  to 
3ay  the  final  fees,  so  that  he  ma^r  obtain  the 
ssue  of  his  patent.  The  committee  thought 
luch  a  bill  would  be  a  dangerous  precedent, 
ind  have  therefore  instructed  me  to  report 
idversely  upon  the  petition. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  committee 
vill  be  discharged  from  the  further  consider- 
ition  of  the  petition. 

Mr.  FERRY,  ofConnecticut,  from  the  Com- 
nittee  on  Patents,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
)etition  of  J.  L.  Henry,  praying  compensa- 
ion  for  the  use  of  his  patent  improvement 
II  projeciiles,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
ts  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be 
t^ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims ;  which 
van  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut  The  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
}£  Elizabeth  N.  Jackson,  praying  for  the 
'eiiewal  of  letters*patent  granted  to  her  late 
lusband,  Timothy  D.  Jackson,  for  a  new  and 
iseful    eounciator    or    bell    telegraph,   have 


directed  me  to  report  it  adversely.  There  has 
already  been  a  mononoly  of  twenty-one  years 
for  this  patent,  there ilaving  been  an  extension 
by  the  Commissioner,  and  there  is  no  sufficient 
reason,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  for 
taking  it  out  of  the  operation  of  the  general 
law.  We  therefore  recommend  against  the 
renewal  and  move  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  petition. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  committee 
will.be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  The  same 
committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  890)  to  repeal  the  act  approved  March 
11,  1872,  for  the  relief  of  George  W.  Morse, 
have  directed  me  to  report  it  back  with  the 
recommendation  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  there  being  no  sufficient  reason 
shown  tb  the  committee  for  the  repeal  of  such 
an  act.  I  move  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut  I  will  not 
report  the  bill  at  present  which  I  said  I  would 
ask  to  have  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Pen- 
sions, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
James  Morris,  praying  for  a  pension,  sub- 
mitted an  adverse  report  thereon,  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  committee 
was  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  petition. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Louisa  Busha, 
mother  of  the  late  Abram  Busha,  praying  for 
the  payment  of  arrears  of  pension,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consider- 
ation ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Reuben 
Goodrich,  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  Carver 
City,  Minnesota,  praying,  the  reimbursement 
of  moneys  paid  to  Morgan  Bates,  formerly 
register  of  the  land  office  at  that  place,  sub- 
mitted a  report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (S.  No. 
990)  for  the  relief  of  Reuben  Goodrich. 

T4ie  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  a  second 
reading,  and  the  report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  882)  to  authorize 
the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  Wilmington 
and  Manchester  Railroad  Company,  submitted 
an  adverse  report;  which  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  the  bill  will  be  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  COLE.  Let  the  bill  go  on  the  Calendar. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  will 
go  on  the  Calendar  with  the  ad  verse  report 
of  the  committee. 

Mr.  CRAGIN,  from  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2206)  for  the  payment  of  R.  M. 
Green  for  the  use  of  his  patent  by  the  Govern- 
ment, reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  908)  for  the 
relief  of  George  A.  Stevens,  United  States 
Navy,  reported  it  without  amendment 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1416)  for  the  relief  of  Albert 
W.  Gray,  reported  it  without  amendment 

Mr.  SAULSBURY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Pensions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  George  Jenkins,  praying  for  a  pension, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  furtoer  con- 
sideration; which  was  agreed  to,  the  peti- 
tioner having  been  allowed  a  pension,  since  his 
application  here,  at  the  Pension  Office. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  following  petitions,  asked  to 
be  discharged  from  their  furtner  consideration ; 
which  was  agreed  to : 

The  petition  of  Sarah  Graffan  Glover,  pray- 
ing that  a  pension  be  granted  to  her  sister, 
Deborah  Nouton ; 


II 


The  petition  of  Sarah  Graffan  Glover,  pray- 
ing that  a  pension  be  granted  to  her  sister, 
Pamelia  Allen ; 

A  petition  of  soldiers  of  the  war  of  1812, 
praying  that  they  be  allowed  pensions ; 

A  petition  of  soldiers  and  sailors,  praying  for 
pensions  and  equalization  of  bounties,  back 
pensions,  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land, 
and  the  creation  of  a  soldiers^  commission  ;  and 

The  petition  of  Edward  Mason,  late  a  private 
company  C,  fifty-fifth  regiment  Pennsylvania 
volunteers,  praying  for  the  passage  of  a  law 
repealing  the  act  of  July,  1864,  so  far  as  the 
same  applies  to  his  application  for  a  pension. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Pensions,  to  whom  were  referred 
the  petition  of  Daniel  Sullivan,  praying  for  an 
increase  of  pension,  and  the  petition  of  Cath- 
erine Weber,  widow  of  Sylvester  Dreyer,  pray- 
ing to  be  allowed  a  pension,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  their  further  consideration ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COOPER,  from  the  Committee  on  Ter- 
ritories, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
settlers  and  miners  of  New  Mexico,  praying  for 
the  settlement  of  the  differences  between  the 
settlers  and  miners  of  Colfax  county,  in  that 
Territory,  and  the  Maxwell  Land  Grant  and 
Railway  Company,  asked  to  be  discharged  from 
its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

JOHN  OARBAUGH. 

Mr.  PRATT.  The  Committee  on  Pensions, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  citizens 
of  Juniata  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  for 
the  passage  of  a  special  act  granting  a  pension 
to  John  Carbangh.  late  a  private  of  company 
A,  forty-sixth  regiment  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers, have  directed  me  to  report  a  bill  grant- 
ing him  a  pension,  accompaniied  by  a  written 
report     I  move  that  the  report  be  printed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  In  accordance 
with  the  custom  of  the  Senate,  if  there  be  no 
objection,  the  bill,  being  a  pension  bill,  will 
be  acted  upon  now. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  989)  granting  a  pension  to 
John  Carbaugh,  a  private  of  company  A,  forty- 
sixth  regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  was 
read  three  times,  and  passed.  It  directs  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  place  on  the  pen- 
sion-roll, subject  to  the  provisions  and  limita- 
tions of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of  John 
Carbaugh,  a  private  of  company  A,  forty-sixth 
regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers. 

WILLIAM  HUTCHISON. 

Mr.  PRATT.  Mr.  President,  a  week  since 
I  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Pensions 
Senate  bill  No.  964,  granting  a  pension  to  Wil- 
liam Hutchison,  minor  son  of  Joseph  Hutchi- 
son, deceased.  There  was  a  report  in  the 
case,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed.  I  did 
not  at  the  time  ask  the  consent  of  the  Senate 
that  the  bill  be  put  on  its  passage.  I  now  ask 
that  it  may  be  put  on  its  passage.  It  is  the 
only  pension  bill  on  the  Calendar. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  (S.  No. 
9&4)  granting  a  pension  to  William  Hutchison, 
minor  son  of  Joseph  Hutchison,  deceased, 
was  read  the  second  time,  and  considered  aa 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  authorizes 
and  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
place  on  the  pension- roll,  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws^ 
the  name  of  William  Hutchison,  minor  son  of 
Joseph  Hutchison,  deceased,  of  which  minor 
Cicero  Sims,  of  Clinton  county,  Indiana,  is 
guardian. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  pas£ed. 

BLIZADKTH  HARDING. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  am  in- 
structed by  the  Coiiimiitee  on  Pensions,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  (U.  R.  No.  1946) 
granting  a  pension  to  Elizabeth  Harding,  to 
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report  it  back  with  an  ameiidnieDt,  and  recom- 
mend its  passage.  I  ask  for  its  present  con- 
sideration. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill,  which  provides  for  placing  on 
the  pension-roll,  subject  to  the  provisions  and 
limitations  of  the  pension  laws,  the  name  of 
Elizabeth  Harding,  mother  of  Jasper  H. 
Harding,  late  a  private  in  company  A,  seventy- 
sixth  regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  to  take 
effect  from  the  1st  of  January,  1870. 
.  The  amendment  reported  by  the  committee 
was  to  strike  out  '*the  Ist  day  of  January, 
1870,"  and  insert  *' passage  of  this  act." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
and  the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  Ihe  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

POTTAWATOMIES  AND  ABSBNTflK  SUAWNERS. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  The  Committee  on 
Indian,  Affairs  have  instructed  me  to  report  a 
bill,  and  I  ask  that  it  be  put  upon  its  passage 
now. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  988)  to  provide  homes  for 
the  Pottawatomie  and  absentee  Shawnee  In- 
dians in  the  Indian  territory  was  read  twice, 
and  considered  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 
It  provides  for  the  issuing  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior  of  certificates  by  which  allotments 
of  lands  lying  within  the  thirty  miles  square 
tract  heretofore  selected  for  the  Pottawato- 
mie Indians  next  west  of  the  Seminole  reser- 
vation in  the  Indian  territory,  shall  be  made 
to  each  member  of  the  Pottawatomie  band, 
known  as  the  Pottawatomie  citizen  band,  in 
this  manner:  to  each  head  of  family  and  each 
other  member,  of  the  tribe  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  not  more  than  a  quarter  section,  and 
to  each  minor  not  more  than  eighty  acres,  such 
allotment  being  made  to  include,  as  far  as 
practicable,  for  each  family  the  improvements 
which  they  may  have  made.  Certificates  of 
allotment  are  to  be  made  in  severalty,  specify- 
ing the  names  of  the  individuals  to  which  they 
have  been  assigned,  and  that  the  tracts  are  set 
apart  for  the  exclusive  and  perpetual  use  and 
benefit  of  such  assignees  and  their  heirs.  Until 
otherwise  provided  for  by  law,  these  tracts  are 
to  be  exempt  from  levy,  tax,  or  sale,  and  shall 
be  alienable  only  to  persons  of  Indian  blood 
lawfully  residing  within  the  territory,  with  the 
permission  of  the  President,  under  such  regu- 
lations as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  the  minors  ought 
to  have  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  instead 
of  eighty  acres.  This  bill  gives  them  but 
eighty  acres  apiece,  which  is  too  small. 

Mr.  S  TEWART.     It  is  a  good  bill  as  it  is. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM.  It  was  supposed  by 
the  committee  that  the  quantity  now  provided 
in  thti  bill  would  be  sufficient. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ELIZA  WHITING. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  now  ask  leave  to 
take  up  a  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
Pensions  on  the  25ih  of  March.  At  that  time 
there  was  objection  made  to  its  consideration, 
and  the  bill  liad  to  go  over.  It  is  Senate  bill 
No.  856. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Delaware  asks  the  Senate  to  consider  a 
pension  bill,  probably  the  only  one  remain- 
ing on  the  Calendar,  there  having  been  objec- 
tion, on  the  day  it  was  reported,  to  the  con- 
sideration of  any  bill. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  (S.  No. 
856)  granting  a  pension  to  Eliza  Whiting 
was  read  a  second  time,  and  considered  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  It  authorizes 
and  directs  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
place  on  the  pension- roll,  subject  to  the  pro- 
yisions  and  limitations  of  the  pension  laws, 


the  name  of  Eliza  Whiting,  widow  of  the  late 
Brevet  Brigadier  General  Uenry  Whiting,  and 
to  pay  her  a  pension,  to  commence  from  the 
passage  of  the  act. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JAMES  A.  BELL. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
now  proceed  with  the  bill  called  up  at  my  re- 
quest. It  is  a  bill  that  has  passed  the  House ; 
it  is  reported  unanimously  by  the  proper  com- 
mittee of  this  body.  I  think  the  reading  of 
the  bill  will  sufficiently  explain  it.  If  it  does 
not,  a  word  from  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Iowa  [Mr.  Wright]  will  give  the  Senate  all 
the  information  it  needs. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2036) 
for  the  relief  of  James  A.  Bell. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  bill,  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert  the  following: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasaiy  be,  and  he  is. 
aathorized  and  directed  to  issue  to  James  A.  Bell 
registered  stock  of  the  several  loans  and  classes 
specified  below  in  lieu  of  five-twenty  United  States 
six  per  cent,  coupon  bonds  as  follows,  to  wit:  No. 
80499,  five-twenties  of  1862,  fourth  series,  issued 
under  act  of  February  25, 1862,  for  $1.000 ;  No.  151606. 
consols  of  1865,  issued  under  act  of  March  3,  1865, 
for  $1,000:  No.  76709,  consols  of  1865.  issued  under 
act  of  March  3. 1865.  for  $500 :  Nos.  174731  and  174732, 
each  for  $1,000  consols  of  1867,  issued  under  act 
of  March  3.  1865 ;  No.  95415,  consols  of  1867.  issued 
under  act  of  March  3,  1805,  for  $500:  Nos.  202274, 
202275,  and  2253.S7,  conf^ols  of  1S67.  issued  under  act 
of  March  3,  1865,  for  $100  each  ;  No.  112311,  consols 
of  1867,  issued  under  act  of  March  8. 1865,  for  fifty 
dollars,  upon  proof  satisfactory  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  of  the  destruction  of  the  originals, 
and  upon  said  James  A.  Boll  Rivine  bond,  with 
sufficient  surety,  to  indemnify  the  United  States 
avninst  any  loss  reaalting  therefrom. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  CO*)  cnrred  in.  The 
amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

PAPKK3  WITUUUAWN  AND  RBFERKED. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  HOWE,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  H.  W. 
Reed  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

AMENDMENTS   TO  APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  SAWYER  submitted  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  by  him  to  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1654)  making  appropriations  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year 
ending  June  80,  1872,  and  for  former  years, 
and  for  other  purposes  ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CRAG  IN,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs,  submitted  amendments  intended  to  be 
proposed  to  the  bill  (U.  R.  No.  1191)  making 
appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
year  ending  June  30,  1873,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses; which  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
.  Mr.  CALDWELL  submitted  an  amendment 
intended  to  be  proposed  by  him  to  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1541)  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending  June 
80, 1873 ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MISSISSIPPI  RIVER  NAVIQATION. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  I  am  directed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  TH.  R.  No.  1027)  to  perfect  navigation 
ou  the  MisRissippi  river,  to  report  it  back  and 
ask  that  it  be  put  on  its  passage.  I  will  state 
that  this  bill  has  twice  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  almost  unanimously,  and  three 
times  been  unanimously  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  of  the  Senate. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    It  is  impossible  to  tell 


from  the  reading  of  tbat  bill  what  it  is.    h 
a  bill  changing  a  land  grant.      1  thiLk  «•  - 
one  onght  to  explain  it,  and  let  os  on derr.^- . 
what  the  change  is. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     I  will  explain  it.    Ti  - 
familiar  with  the  Mississippi  river  know  :i^ 
from  St  Paul  to  the  Falls  of  St.  Anihr.r^.  i 
distance  of  fifteen  miles,  a  g^eai  par*  -V  l.- 
way  is  a  succession  of  rapids ;  so  that,  al'to^:; 
Minneapolis  is  an  improving  and  pros^icrri.  ..> 
town,  it  is  impossible  in  seasona  of  low  w»  -^ 
to  carry  boats  up  that  distance.     The  pvr^-t.-* 
of  the  original  legislation  was  to  eoablr  i-. 
people  there  to  erect  a  dam  about  mi]«&v,  h 
as  to  enable  boats  to  pass  above  that  d&a   - 
the  city  of  Minneapolis,  and  for  that  f^Lrpo-' 
Congress  gave  two  hundred  tbousaod  mctv*  * 
land  by  the  act  of  1868.     But  that  act  li&d.s  * 
very  difficult  provision  in  it,  that  but  obe  ^r 
tion  of  land  should  be  located  in  a  town,  a. 
that  it  should  be  sold  only  to  actual  seu.-rK  a 
$1  25  an  acre.     That  would  cover  an  tiir' 
of  country  about  one  hundred  miles  east  t. . 
west  by  seventy  miles  north  and  soath.    r 
impossible  to  administer  aoy  fund  of  thi&k-.:. . 
over  so  immense  a  tract,     it  cannot  b«  o<  >  - 

The  purpose  of  this  bill  is  to  prodoei-  ^  .^ 
the  same  amount  of  money,  but  to  take  o  c 
than  agricultural  lands  scattered  as  prori^-^ 
for  by  the  original  act  to  take  pine  lands,  if  ;  ^ . 
please,  and  sell  them  for  the  highest  pric^ :  »£•: 
when  the  $250,000  shall  have  been  pr«>2u^T 
the  rest  of  the  grant  lapses  to  the  Governsf-L. 
That  is  all  there  is  in  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  effect  of  it  is  iL^ 
it  increases  the  grant  very  much. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Not  at  aU,  I  assure  u- 
Senator. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  increases  it  in  a  vit 
which  1  will  explain.  The  grant  wasorigiaah* 
as  I  understand  the  Senau>r  from  Miune^*:*^ 
one  section  of  land  in  a  township — iaoa  c* 
course  that  was  worth  $1  25  an  acre,  or  -^ 
which  that  was  the  nominal  price.  I'hej  a  *■ 
unable,  to  locate  these  lands  a  sectiun  is  « 
township  and  realize  $250,000,  wbicb  -l-t 
desire  to  do,  and  now  they  are  autborlze^i  *-: 
take  lands  elsewhere  and  sell  them  uuui  tb*T 
get  $250,000.  That  is  the  amount  of  it.  1  b-': 
may  take  for  that  purpose  pine  land^,  v^ru 
are  much  more  valuable,  to  realize  tlje  sum  •  \ 
$250,000.  It  may  be  proper  that  this  8h<  j.. 
be  done,  but  I  think  it  is  enlarging  vt:ry  mjcz 
the  grant. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  It  does  not  enlarge  th* 
number  of  acres,  but  It  limits  the  amoan:  -* 
money  realized  to  the  original  sum.  $2ou.<*:*  ■ 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Tbe  ori^nal  grant  «»» 
not  of  a  sum  of  money  at  aiL  It  was  a  qaan- 
tity  of  land  which,  if  sold  at  $1  25  an  &cr%, 
would  amount  to  a  certain  sum. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Would  produce  $250.tM 
of  money.  Now,  if  you  can  find  pine  Und; 
producing  ten  dollars  an  acre  yon  reduce  i2« 
whole  number  of  acres  granted. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  And  the  lands  are  to  be 
sold  at  public  auction. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  This  bill  has  been  pas»e<i 
by  .the  House  of  Representatives  and  col- 
sidered  by  the  Senate  Committee  on  Pubuc 
Lands. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  all  understand bov 
lands  are  sold  at  pablio  auction  in  the  Wrri. 
Everybody  knows  that  a  sale  of  lands  at  pucl  '> 
auction  to  the  highest  bidder  amounts  to  asa.e 
of  the  land  at  the  minimum  price  and  notnibg 
more.  We  all  have  known  of  land  worth  on^ 
hundred  dollars  an  acre  bought  off  at  $1  'S^ 
and  it  never  brings  any  more, 

Mr.  WINDOM.  That  is  at  Govemmeot 
sales 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  know,  hut  that  i5 
precisely  the  way  they  will  be  sold  under  'L.? 
act. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  That  might  be  in  the  ca-.- 
of  agricultural    lands ;  but   it  is  not  so   w.'. 

?ine  lands.      The  competition  is  too  sb»rp-. 
*hey  will  be  looked  after  by  a  parcel  of  mm 
who  cannot  be  imposed  upon  by  any  arraegr- 
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Dent.  The  oompetition  is  too  close  for  that, 
if  ou  cannot  get  a  combination  to  purchase  pine 
ands  at  $1  25. 

Mr.  TiiUMBULL.  I  inquire  of  the  8en- 
Iter  from  Miimesota  if  in  all  his  experience 
le  has  known  even  pine  lands  to  ron  up  to 
.heir  value  at  a  public  sale  by  the  Govern- 
nenc? 

Mr.  BAMSEY.  These  lands  are  usually 
(otien  by  homestead  entries  improperly  made, 
}r  preemption  claims.  This  is  the  fairest  way 
.o  bring  about  open  competition  for  the  ben- 
efit of  a  trust  like  this.  Everybody  will  be 
uterested  in  making  the  most  money  possible 
for  the  fund,  and  so  soon  as  the  amount  of 
money  required  for  this  purpose  is  realized 
:he  rest  goes  into  the  general  land  fund  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  one  feature  in 
ihis  bill  that  attracted  my  attention  when  it 
was  read  which  I  should  like  to  have  ex- 
plained. This  seems  to  extend  the  time  for 
completing  the  lock  and  dam  provided  for  in 
the  original  act,  fouryears. 

Mr.  WINDOM.  There  was  no  time  ex- 
pressed in  the  former  act;  this  limits  it  to 
tour  years. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Does  this  give  them 
lands  or  the  proceeds  of  lands  before  th^  dam 
is  constructed? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  No;  it  gives  them  to  the 
State  of  Minnesota.  The  dam  is  to  be  cou- 
Btructed  under  the  supervision  of  the  national 
authority  by  the  engineer  corps  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  But  what  obligation  is 
there  on  the  part  of  the  State  of  Minnesota  to 
construct  the  lock  and  dam  ? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  That  is  the  obligation  ex- 
pressed in  the  very  terms  of  the  act  making 
the  donation. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Then  I  desire  to  have 
an  amendment,  that  before  this  grant  shall 
take  effect  the  State  of  Minnesota  shall  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature  agree  to  construct  the 
dam  and  lock.  I  know  how  such  things  have 
gone  in  time  past  to  other  States ;  grants  have 
been  given  to  States ;  they  have  received  the 
benefit  of  them,  applied  the  proceeds  to  their 
own  uses,  and  Congress  has  no  power  to  en- 
force against  aState  under  those  circumstances 
the  implied  obligation  that  arises. from  the 
acceptance  of  the  grant. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  On  that  suggestion  of  the 
Senator,  probably  the  bill  had  better  go  over 
that  he  may  look  into  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  wiU  be 
placed  on  the  Calendar. 

BILL  RBCOMMITTXD. 

Mr.  PRATT.  I  move  that  the  bill  (R,  R. 
No.  1200)  granting  a  pension  to  Rev.  William 
H.  Rogers  be  recommitted  to  the  Committee 
on  Pensions.  It  was  reported  without  any 
recommendation.  Since  that  time  additional 
evidence  has  been  furnished  to  the  committee, 
and  I  wish  to  have  the  bill  recommitted. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINBSa. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  In  my  absence  the  other 
day  the  Committee  on  Claims  called  up  a  bill 
which  had  been  reported  by  me  from  that  com- 
mittee, for  the  relief  of  Joseph  Segar,  of  Vir- 
ginia. I  rise  now  for  the  purpose  of  asking 
the  Senate  to  consider  it  and  pass  it  this 
morning. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires 
unanimous  consent,  the  morning  business  not 
having  yet  concluded. 

Mr.  CALDWELL.  I  do  not  wish  to  object, 
but  I  have  some  morning  business  to  present. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  in  the 
nature  of  an  objection. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  Is  it  in  order  to  move  that 
the  Senate  proceed  to  consider  the  House 
bill  No.  847  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires 
unauimous  consent,  the  morning  business  not 


having  concluded,  and  the  Senator  from  West 
Virginia  has  just  presented  a  similar  request. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  have  risen  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ate to  consider  the  bill  which  I  called  up  yes- 
terday  morning  (No.  749)  for  the  relief  of 
John  M.  Scott  and  others,  reported  by  the 
Committee  on  Private  Land  Claims — a  bill 
that  is  understood  by  my  colleague  and  the 
members  of  that  committee.  I  have  not  given 
it  sufficient  examination  myself  to  thoroughly 
explain  it.  If  there  is  no  objection,  1  should 
like  to  have  it  called  up  to-day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  West  Virginia  has  asked  to  call  up  the 
bill,  but  other  Senators  have  risen  for  morn- 
ing business. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  cannot  call  it  up  this  morn- 
ing, as  there  is  objection,  but  I  give  notice 
thai  I  will  do  so  to-morrow. 

BILLS  INTRODUOKD. 

Mr.  COLE  asked,  and  by  unanimous  consent 
obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No.  991) 
to  authorize  the  sale  of  the  military  reserva- 
tion known  as  Camp  Cady,  in  the  State  of 
California ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HiTCHCOCKasked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  992)  relating  to  the  creation  of  new  land 
districts ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  STEWART  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  993]  to  prevent  and  punish  tampering  with 
jurors  in  the  courts  of  the  United  States; 
which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COOPER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  mtroduce  a  bill^P- 
No.  994)  to  pay  certain  persons  therein  speci- 
fied for  horses  illegally  taken  from  them  by 
officers  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WINDOM  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  995)  to  perfect  certain  land  titles  therein 
described ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  AMES  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

996)  to  repeal  so  much  of  section  six  of  an 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending  June  80, 1870, 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  March  8, 
1869,  as  prohibits  promotions  in  the  staff  de- 

Cartments  of  the  Army ;  which  was  read  twice 
y  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  asked,  and  by  uuanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S.  No. 

997)  authorizing  A.  G.  Lee  and  the  legal  rep- 
resentatives of  B.  P.  Lee,  deceased,  to  pros- 
ecute their  claim  against  the  United  States  in 
the  Court  of  Claims ;  which  was  read  twice  by 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BTLLB  ON  THB  CALENDAR. 

Mr.  KELLOGG  submitted  the  following 
resolution : 

JieBolvtd.ThtA  on  Wednesday,  the  24th  day  of 
April,  the  Senate  will  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  bills  on  the  Calendar  in  the  order  in  whioh 
thay  there  stand. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  that  by  unanimous  consent  Wednesday 
next  has  been  assigned  for  the  consideration 
of  a  bill  reported  from  the  Committee' on 
Alleged  Outrages  in  the  Southern  States. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.     I  submit  the  resolution. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  object  to  the  consideration 

The  Vies  PRESIDENT,    it  will  go  over. 


The  morning  hour  has  expired,  and  the  Sen^ 
ate  resumes  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
pending  at  the  adjournment  last  evening, 
House  bill  No.  106,  but  to- day  was  assigned 
for  the  consideration  of  bills  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  the 
Chair  recognizes  the  chairman  of  that  cam* 
mittee  so  that  he  oaa  test  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  as  to  going  on  with  the  unfinished 
business. 

.Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  from 
New  Hampshire  would  allow  a  vote  to  be 
taken  on  that  bill,  I  do  not  believe  anybody 
wants  to  discuss  it.  We  had  it  up  yesterday, 
and  I  think  it  is  understood. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  think  we  shall  not 
occupy  more  than  an  hour  or  so  with  the  Dis- 
trict bills.  Let  the  vote  be  taken  on  this 
afterward 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  anybody  says  any- 
thing about  it  I  will  not  press  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  yields  to  allow  the 
Chair  to  see  if  this  bill  can  be  passed  without 
further  debate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  will  take  but  a  min- 
ute. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  sub- 
ject to  a  demand  for  the  regular  order. 

TAX  TITLfiS  IN  INSURRECTION AKY  STATSS. 

The  Senate  resumed,  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  106)  for  the  relief  of  purchasers  of  lands 
sold  for  direct  taxes  in  the  insurrectionary 
States,  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  in  section  two,  lines  four  and  five, 
to  strike  out  the  words  **  court  of  competent 
jurisdiction' '  and  insert  *  *  United  States  court ;' ' 
and  in  lines  twelve  and  thirteen,  to  strike  out 
*<  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  "  and  insert 
*'  United  States  court.'' 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  understood  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  and  also  the  Senator  Wrun 
Vermont  to  argue  in  favor  of  the  amendment 
upon  ^e  proposition  that  it  was  essential,  be 
fore  the  Treasuify  should  be  charged,  that  the 
judgment  to  be  satisfied  should  be  a  judgment 
of  a  United  States  court.  Now,  I  suggest  to 
the  chairman  that  under  the  provisions  of  the 
first  section  the  United  States  set  up  no  claim 
to  the  land  or  the  proceeds  of  the  land  pro- 
vided they  are  paid  the  tax  originally  levied 
upon  the  land ;  and  the  second  section  only 
provides  that  in  the  event  that  the  purchaser 
is  evicted  by  the  judgment  either  of  a  State  or 
a  Federal  court,  he  may  go^to  the  Treasury  for 
repayment.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  bill  is  for 
the  interest  of  the  purchaser  and  not  for  the 
original  owner,  because  the  original  owner 
may  recover  his  land  by  virtue  of  a  judgment 
of  a  State  court,  and  the  purchaser  in  that 
locality  has  no  remedy  unless  you  give  it  under 
the  second  section  of  this  bill.  He  has  the 
privilege,  it  is  true,  if  he  is  sued  in  a  State 
court,  to  transfer  the  case  to  the  Federal  court ; 
but  it  is  the  only  privilege,  if  you  adopt  the 
amendment,  by  which  you  secure  to  him  a 
return  of  the  money  paid  for  lands  in  the  insur- 
rectionary States,  which  he  obtained  by  virtue 
of  a  void  tax  sale.  It  seems  to  me  the  object 
of  the  bill  is  for  the  protection  of  the  pur- 
chaser, and  I  cannot  conceive  why  you  should 
force  him  into  a  Federal  court  before  you  give 
him  any  remedy.  The  remedy  gi?en  to  tbs 
original  owner  is  in  the  State  court ;  he  may 
recover  there,  and  your  purchaser  receives 
nothing. 

This  bill  provides  by  its  second  qection  that 
upon  that  recovery,  either  in  a  State  or  Federal 
court,  he  may  go  to  the  Treasury  and  receive 
his  money  back,  provided  that  the  United 
States  is  indemnified  for  the  tax  originally 
levied.  That  is  all  the  United  States  desire. 
They  do  not  desire  to  hold  the  money  provided 
the  tax  originally  levied,  and  for  which  the 
sale  was  made,  |s  refunded.     The  original 


2526 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


Api-il  li 


owner  obtains  his  remedy  in  the  State  coorti 
and  why  you  should  force  the  purchaser  into 
the  Federal  courts  I  am  unable  to  understand. 
I  hope  the  amendment  will  not  be  agreed  to ; 
but  let  the  bill  stand  so  that  wherever  a  judg- 
ment is  given  either  in  a  State  or  Federal 
court  to  oust  a  purchaser,  he  may  have  his 
remedy  to  recover  his  money. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  As  it  is  by  the  indnl- 
eence  of  the  Senator  from  New  Hampshire 
thai  we  called  up  this  bill,  I  cannot  reply  to 
the  Senator  from  Tennessee ;  but  I  think  there 
is  a  complete  answer  to  all  he  has  said. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Mr.  COOPER.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  take  just  one 
minute,  and  I  think  I  can  satisfy  the  Senator 
from  Tennessee  himself.  This  bill  provides 
that  the  purchaser  at  Uie  tax  sale  may  get  the 
money  back  that  he  paid  for  the  land.  He 
did  not  simply  pay  the  tax ;  but  under  the  act 
for  the  collection  of  direct  taxes  the  land  was 
sold  for  its  full  value.  For  instance,  A  bid 
off  a  tract  of  land  and  gave  $10,000  and 
paid  his  money  into  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Since  then  the  original  owners 
of  the  land  have  sued  A  and  recovered  the 
land  against  him.  A  is  turned  out  of  the 
land,  and  his  money  that  he  paid  for  it  is  in 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and  he  can- 
not now  get  it  back.  The  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  are  willing  that  he  should  get  back 
the  money  he  paid,  less  the  taxes  that  were 
due,  if  the  suit  by  which  he  was  evicted  was 
in  a  United  States  court,  but  they  are  not 
willing  that  he  should  get  it  back  otherwise, 
because  otherwise  there  might  be  collusion 
between  the  purchaser  at  the  tax  sale  and  the 
original  owner,  and  we  thought  it  was  going 
£ftr  enoueh  to  let  him  get  back  the  money 
when  he  had  been  evicted  by  the  judgment  of 
a  United  States  court  It  was  very  question- 
able whether  we  should  let  him  get  it  back  at 
all,  perhaps. 

Mr.jCOOPER.  I  understand  that,  Mr. 
President ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  you  make 
a  distinction  here  between  a  man  who  loses 
the  land  by  the  judgment  of  a  State  court  and 
one  who  loses  it  by  the  judgment  of  the  Fed- 
eral courts.  You  pay  a  man  in  one  case  and 
not  in  the  other.     Why  the  distinction  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  stated  because  there 
might  be  collusion.  We  have  never  done  such 
a  thing  as  to  allow  the  judgment  of  a  State 
court  to  furnish  the  evidence  on  which  money 
should  be  taken  out  of  the  Treasury.  There 
has  been  a  case  in  my  State  within  a  few  years 
where  a  man  entered  laud,  paid  for  it  in  1836. 
and  he  has  since  been  evicted  of  his  title,  ana 
he  has  never  got  his  money  back.  He  was 
evicted  by  the  judgment  of  a  State  court.  You 
will  not  pay  the  money  back,  and  he  had  to 
bring  his  case  here  to  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States  and  get  a  decision  here 
before  he  could  get  his  money  back. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  do  not  like  to  inter- 
rupt this  debate,  and  I  will  not  if  we  can  reach 
a  vote  OB  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  vote  will  be 
taken  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee,  and 
if  it  should  give  rise  to  further  debate,  the 
Senator  from  New  Hampshire  then  calls  for 
the  regular  order. 

The  Question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 

resultea — yeas  32,  nays  10  ;  as  follows : 

YEA6~Menrs.  Ames,  AnthoDy.  Boreman,  Buok- 
ingham.  Carpenter. jDhandler^  Cooklinff,   Oorbett, 
Eamundf 
iiu 
Osl 

Sawyer,  Scott.  ShermaD,  Spraffae,  Stewart,  Sumner, 
Tipton.  TrumbttU,  West,  Windom,  and  Wriffht-^S2. 


ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Brownlow.  Caldwell. 
Cameron.    Clayton,  Cragin.  Davis  of  Kentucky, 


Ferry  of  Michigan.  Flanagan,  Gilbert,  Gk>ldtbwaite, 
Hamilton  of  Texas.  Harlan,  Howe,  Johnston,  Kel- 
logg. Lewis.  Logan,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton, 
Norwood.  Nye,  Pool.  Ramsey,  Rice,  Scburx.  Spen- 
cer, Stevenson,  Thurman.  Viokers,  and  Wilson—SL 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose 
a  bill  reported  from  the  Judiciary  Committee ; 
but  I  should  like  to  have  some  information  as 
to  whether  the  first  section  would  not,  im- 
pliedly at  least,  authorize  the  owner  or  man 
who  claimed  to  have  the  legal  title  to  sue  the 
United  States,  or  the  person  in  possession  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  for  the  land  7 
Will  it  not  endanger  to  some  extent  the  legal 
rights  of  the  United  States  to  cemetery  lands 
and  other  lands  which  are  held  by  the  United 
States  under  tax  titles  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  did  not  mean  that 
it  should. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  should  like  to  have  a 
provision  inserted  something  like  this  to  carry 
out  the  idea  of  a  bill  we  reported  the  other 
day  from  the  Committee  on  Finance:  *'that 
nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  held  to  authorize 
any  one  to  sue  for  land  held  by  the  United 
Stales. ' ' 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  is  not  at  all  the 
object  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  bill ;  but  I  am  afraid  the  first  section  will 
be  construed  to  authorize  suits  in  the  State 
courts,  as  well  as  in  the  United  States  courts, 
to  recover  possession  of  lands  that  may  be 
held  by  the  United  States  for  cemetery  pur- 
poses, for  example. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  cannot  possibly  have 
that  effect,  I  think.  If  the  Senator  will  read 
the  section  he  will  see  that  ^^  no  owner  shall 
be  permitted  to  recover  any  lands. '\  This  is 
an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  recovery  which  he 
would  have  without  this  law.  Any  owner  is 
now  authorized  to  bring  suit ;  but  he  cannot 
Imng  that  suit  without  in  the  first  place  estab- 
lishing the  fact  that  all  taxes,  costs,  and  pen- 
alties due  have  been  paid.  He  must  do  that 
before  he  can  sue  according  to  this  act.  With- 
out this  act  he  can  sue. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  called  attention 
to  it,  and  if  the  committee  are  satisfied  it  does 
not  authorize  what  I  have  stated  by  construc- 
tion or  implication,  I  have  no  objection. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  certainly  cannot  have 
that  effect  This  is  a  limitation  on  the  exist- 
ing right.  It  does  not  give  any  additional 
right.     It  narrows  it. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in.  The 
amendment  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
the  bill  to  be  read  a  third  time.  The  bill  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DISTRICT  BUSINESS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  unfinished 
business  being  disposed  of,  the  day  is  assigned 
for  the  consideration  of  bills  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  as 
the  chairman  calls  them  up  they  will  be  re- 
garded as  before  the  Senate  unless  a  division 
shall  be  demanded. 

Mr.  COLE.  A  word  only.  I  will  not  try 
to  di^lace  the  special  order  of  to-day  by  mov- 
ing an  appropriation  bill ;  but  I  am  informed 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  that  in  his  belief  and  judg- 
ment the  business  of  that  committee  will  not 
take  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  per- 
haps not  more  than  an  hour.  I  will  state  now 
to  Senators  that  I  will  endeavor  to  call  up  the 
deficiency  bill  as  soon  as  he  is  through  to-day, 
for  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  it  so  far  as  we 
can,  or  all  of  it  if  possible,  at  least  down  to 
the  amendment  that  was  pending  at  its  last 
consideration,  moved  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  fMr.  Stevenson.]  I  wish  Senators 
to  take  notice  that  I  shall  endeavor  to  call  it 
up  as  soon  as  this  business  is  through. 

BOARD  or  HEALTH. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    I  ask  the  Senate  to 


proceed  to  the  coDsideration  of  Sfuv" 
No.  974. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  ^>^. 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  '^^i 
further  define  the  duties  of  the  Board  of  H^i 
of  the  District  of  Columbia.    It  m&kej    . 
duty  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Disr:,: 
Columbia,   besides    such  other  duiie^  ^  r 
imposed  upon  that  board  by  aectios  tveu'* 
of  the  act  of  Congress  entitled  '\\c  w  ■ 
provide  a  government   for  the  DU:ns 
Columbia,'*  approved   Februarj  21.  1?'  . 
make  and  enforce  regulations  for  tiie  p^^ 
tion  of  contagious  and  infectious  dUeast^  : 
eluding  all  necessary  quarantine  rtr:.-^-- 
and  for  the  protection  of  life  and  limb  ?  z 
mechanical  and  other  sources  of  injurr.  I.- 
shall  also  make  and  enforce  regulauoo?  t  r  t  • 
thorough  disinfection  and  remoT&l  of  ^t. 
soil ;  tne  removal  of  garbage,  hoiue-ofo:. «.. 
manure ;  the  interment  of  dead  bod.t^ :  :- 
sale  of  poisons ;  the  compounding,  pu::;*  1 1.;. 
and  delivery  of  medicinal  substaoces;  as-:*. 
other  measures  as  tlie  public  health  vati  ■- 
quire,  in  the  performance  of  which  duiit< . 
well   as  those  heretofore  provided  tor,  i" 
shall  employ  such   sigents  as  theynujdn 
necessary. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Sen^  vi 
out  amendment,  ordered  to  be  eDgro?iH: 
a  third   reading,   read   the  third  time,  au 
passea.  school  lots. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.     I  ask  the  Seo&i^ : 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  Seoate  .l. 
No.  299. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  tbe  Wt  • 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  Xo.  :- 
amending  an  act  entitled  '*Ad  act  d'.m'^ 
the  conveyance  of  a  lot  of  ground  for  u«  -;' 
of  the  public  schools  of  the  city  of  ^U 
ington.".     It  proposes  to  authorize  the  izut.: 
board  of  aldermen,  and  board  of  common  ^<>^ 
cil  of  the  city  of  Waahington  to  sell  an.  x 
vey  part  of  lot  No.  14,  in  square  No.  2.>1 1^  e 
particularly  described  as  tollows,  to  «i' :  > 
ginning  at  northwest  corner  of  said  lo--.  t^ 
thence  running  south  thirty-six  feet  nine ioti-^ 
thence  east  fifly-fi  ve  feet  four  inches  to  eas:  •'' 
of  said  lot;  thence  north  thirty-six  fwi    • 
inches ;  thence  west  to  place  of  begioniof .  - 
proceeds  of  the  sale  to  be  invested  by  ifc«i^-^ 
poration  of  Washington  in  another  lot  m  f**^ 
of  lot  in  the  city,  and  improvemenlji  tbi'mc 
the  property  so  purchased  to  be  used  lo:  ^y- 
purpose  of  public  schools  and  for  no  oih?^- 
pose;    and  the  conveyance  of  the  piof'.' 
described  is  to  vest  in  the  purchaser  iii«:^ 
an  absolute  and  perfect  title. 

The  biU  was  reported  to  the  Seoaie  i^Us  - 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrosseJ  .^'  * 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  pi^^^^ 

Mr.  PATTERSON   subsequently  s^^^J    - 
desire  to  make  a  verbal  amendmeot  t&  » ^^ 
just  passed,  so  that  it  may  be  senMi,*- 
House.     I  therefore  move  to  recoDttd.?r  i« 
ate  bill  No.  299. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Let  it  be  done  b>  m^' 
mous  consent.  ..    ,    , 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  Very  welL  In  ^ 
third  line  of  that  bill  I  desire  to  stut^  >■; 
the  words  **  mayor,  board  of  aldermw.  *^^ 
board  of  common  council  of  the  ciiyoi » *- 


of  the  bill.  ,/.L-M 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,    f  th*'*^ 

no  objection  those  amendments  will  w  s 

bv  unanimous  consent.    The  Chair  httn  - 

objection. 
Mr.  PATTERSON.    I  move  to  ^^ 

Senate  bill  No.  298.  ,  .   „n - 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  «t,  ; 

proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (&.  •^<';  •  ^ 

directing  the  conveyance  of  ««f<*'°  !^'  f. 
grounds  with  the  improvements  thereofi-^ 

the  use  of  the  public  schools  of  tie  enj 
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VashingtoD.  It  proposes  to  direct  the  Com- 
aissioner  of  Public  Buildines  to  couvey  to  the 
orporation  of  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the 
>istrict  of  Colainbia,  all  the  right,  title,  and 
nterest  of  the  United  States  in  and  to  that 
tertain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  marked  and 
lesignated  upon  the  map  of  the  city  as  part  of 
ot  No.  11,  m  square  No.  141,  being  partic- 
ilarly  described  as  follows,  namely :  beginning 
X  the  northwest  corner  of  said  lot  and  running 
hence  due  south  on  the  west  line  of  said  sqnare 
ifty  feet;  thence  due  east  thirty  feet;  thence 
iue  north  fifty  feet,  and  thence  due  west,  on 
he  north  line  of  s^id  square  to  the  point  of 
teginning,  together  with  the  improvements 
hereon,  for  the  use  of  the  public  schools  of 
be  city.  If  the  lot  shall  ever  be  sold,  assigned, 
»r  conveyed,  or  diverted  by  the  corporation, 
he  entire  proceeds  of  the  same  shall  be  iu- 
'ested  in  another  lot  or  part  of  lot  in  the  city, 
ind  in  improvements  thereon,  the  property  so 
lurchased  to  be  used  for  the  purpose  of  the 
>ublic  schools,  and  for  no  other  purpose.  The 
econd  section  directs  the  Commissioner  of 
?ablic  Buildings  to  convey  to  the  corporation 
»f  the  city  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of 
!?olumbia,  all  the  right,  title,  and  interest  of 
he  United  States  in  and  to  that  certain  piece 
>r  parcel  of  land  marked  and  designated  upon 
he  map  of  the  city  as  a  public  reservation, 
ocated  between  Eighth  and  Ninth  streets  and 
^  street  and  Virginia  avenue,  southeast,  to- 
gether with  the  improvements  thereon,  known 
IS  the  Anacostia  engine-house,  for  the  use 
>f  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  and  for  no 
>ther  purpose. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
imendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
.hird  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  subsequently  said:  I 
vish  to  make  a  correction  in  Senate  bill  No. 
19S,  which  passed  a  few  minutes  since.  It 
*eads,  ^^to  convey  to  the  corporation  of  the 
nty  of  Washingion,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
"     It  should   read,   *^  to  convey  to  the 


>ia. 


proper  authorities  of  the  District  oi  Golum- 
Ma."  That  correction  should  be  made  both 
o  the  first  and  second  sections. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  A»- 
rHOXT  in  the  chair.)  If  there  be  no  objection, 
be  vote  on  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  also 
>rdering  it  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 
vill  be  regarded  as  reconsidered,  that  amend- 
nent  made,  and  the  bill  again  read  the  third 
ime,  and  passed.    The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 


lon. 


DISTRICT  DEBT  AND  TAXATION. 


Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  move  to  take  up 
senate  bill  No.  978. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
>roceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  978) 
o  fund  certain  liabilities  of  the  city  of  Wash- 
Dgton  existing  June  1,  1871  and  to  limit  the 
lebt  of  and  taxation  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
)ia.  The  first  section  authorizes  the  commis* 
iioners  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  District  of 
Jolumbia,  duly  appointed  under  the  laws  of 
he  District,  to  fund  the  liabilities  of  the  city 
}{  Washington,  consisting  of  the  floating  debts 
lud  trust  funds  found  to  be  due  on. the  Ist 
)f  June,  1871,  by  the  auditing  commission 
appointed  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  those 
labilities,  and  reported  by  the  commission  to 
he  Legislative  Assembly  under  date  of  Novem- 
)er  8,  1871,  and  January  3, 1872;  and  for  that 
turpose  the  commissioners  are  directed  to  issue 
egistered  or  coupon  bonds  of  the  District  of 
[Columbia,  in  denominations  of  fifty  dollars, 
»r  any  multiple  of  that  sam,  not  to  exceed  the 
amount  of  those  liabilities,  bearing  interest 
lot  to  exceed  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  payable 
emi-annually  in  gold,  and  having  a  period  to 
un  not  more  than  thirty  years  nor  less  than 
ifleen  years.  The  commissioners  are  author- 
zed  to  negotiate  the  sale  of  the  bonds  at  their 
liscretion,  at  a  rate  of  discount  not  to  exceed 
hree  per  cent,  upon  their  par  value,  and  with 
he  proceeds  thereof  to  pay  the  liabilities  of 


the  city  of  Washington  ;  and  the  principal  and 
interest  of  the  bonds  shall  be  made  payable 
in  the  city  of  Washington,  or  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  The  holders  of  any  of  the  floating 
debts  shall  have  the  privilege  of  converting  the 
same,  or  any  part  thereof,  at  par,  for  an  equal 
amount  of  the  bonds  proposed  to  be  issued 
under  this  act. 

The  second  section  empowers  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  of  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
cause  to  be  levied  upon  and  collected  from  all 
taxable  property  of  the  city  of  Washington 
within  its  limits  a  tax,  annually,  which  shall 
be  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest  upon  the  bonds 
provided  for,  and  to  create  a  sinking  fund 
sufficient  to  retire  them  at  maturity,  the  tax 
to  be  collected  at  the  same  time  and  in  the 
same  manner  as  general  annual  taxes  are 
collected  in  the  District;  but  the  aggregate 
amount  of  taxes  in  any  one  year,  excepting 
such  additional  assessments  as  may  be  made 
for  rmprovements  specially  authorized  by  law, 
shall  not  exceed  two  per  cent,  on  the  assessed 
cash  valuation  of  property  in  the  city. 

By  the  third  section  the  collector  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  is  to  pay  over  to  the  com- 
missioners, upon  their  requisition,  being  first 
certified  by  the  auditor  and  the  comptroller 
of  said  District,  all  the  moneys  collected  by 
virtue  of  this  act,  with  which  moneys  the  com- 
missioners shall  pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  the 
coupons  or  interest  on  the  bonds  issued  by 
them  under  the  provisions  of  the  act ;  and  the 
residue,  as  a  sinking  fund,  the  commissioners 
are  to  invest  in  the  oonds  issued  by  them,  or 
in  any  bonds  of  the  District  of  Columbia  or 
of  the  late  corporations  of  the  cities  of  Wash- 
ington or  Georgetown,  and  they  are  to  cause 
to  be  placed  on  record  in  the  office  of  the 
register  of  the  District  a  full  and  complete 
report  of  all  their  acts  herein  on  or  before  the 
1st  day  of  January  of  each  year,  and  also  to 
make  a  report  of  the  same  to  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  at  the  commencement  of  each 
regular  session  thereof. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  the  bonds 
shall  be  issued  in  the  name  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  shall  show  that  they  are  so 
issued  in  payment  of  the  liabilities  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  found  to  be  due  at  the  time 
and  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  first  section, 
and  the  bonds  shall  be  signed  by  a  majority 
of  the  commissioners  and  countersigned  by  the 
register  and  the  comptroller  of  the  District ; 
and  a  proper  register  shall  be  kept  in  the  office 
of  the  register  of  the  District  of  the  number, 
denomination,  date  of  issue,  and  to  whom 
issued. 

The  fifth  section  disapproves  and  declares 
void  so  much  of  the  act  passed  at  the  late 
extra  session  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  entitled   *'  An  act 

f>roviding  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the 
ate  corporation  of  Washington,"  approved 
January  19,  1872,  levying  taxes  on  real  and 
personal  property  in  the  city  of  Washington 
to  pay  the  debt  and  the  interest  on  the  debt 
of  the  late  corporation  of  Washington,  as  con- 
flicts with  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

The  sixth  section  disapproves  and  declares 
void  the  act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of 
the  District  of  Columbia,  approved  August 
19,  1871,  entitled  *'An  act  authorizing  the 
District  of  Columbia  to' create  a  debt  for  spe- 
cial improvements  and  repairs  in  said  District 
by  the  issuing  of  four  millions  of  bonds  and 
levying  a  tax  for  the  payment  of  the  interest 
as  it  shall  annually  accrue  thereon,  and  sub- 
mitting the  act,  with  the  question  of  the  issu- 
ing of  four  millions  of  improvement  bonds,  to 
a  vote  of  the  people  at  a  general  election  in 
said  District;'^  and  also  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lative Assembly,  approved  August  19,  1871, 
entitled  *'An  act  levying  a  tax  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  interest  as  it  shall  annually  accrue 
on  $4,000,000  of  bonds  authorized  to  be  issued 
by  the  District  of  Columbia  to  create  a  debt 
for  special  improvements  and  repairs  in  said 
District,  by  the  issuing  of  four  millions  of 


bonds  and  levying  a  tax  for  the  payment  of 
the  interest  as  it  snail  annually  accrue  thereon, 
and  submitting  the  act,  with  the  question  of 
the  issuing  of  four  millions  of  improvement 
bonds,  to  a  vote  of  the  people  at  a  general 
election  in  the  said  District,'' and  forbids  the 
authorities  of  the  District  to  issue  any  portion 
of  the  four  millions  of  bonds  named  in  those 
acts,  and  it  approves,  ratifies,  and  confirms  the 
act  of  the  Legislative  Assembly,  approved 
July  10, 1871,  entitled  *'An  act  making  appro- 

Eriations  for  improvements  and  repairs  in  the 
district  of  Columbia,  and  providing  for  the 
payment  thereof." 

The  seventh  section  declares  that  the  debt 
of  the  District  of  Colombia,  including  the 
debts  of  the  late  corporations,  shall  at  no 
time  exceed  the  sum  of  $10,000,000,  unless 
an  increase  over  that  amount  shall  have  been 
previously  authorized  by  act  of  Congress. 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia 

reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment,  to  strike 

out  the  eighth  section,  in  the  following  words : 

Seo.  8.  That  it  shall  not  b«  lawful  for  the  f  ovem- 
ment  of  the  District  of  Colanibia.  unless  special 
authority  be  given  by  Congress,  to  levy  taxes  on 
any  property,  or  on  the  avails  thereof,  which  may 
be  situate  outside  of  the  District  of  Colombia  and 
beyond  the  reach  of  its  protection. 

Mr.  FR£LINGHUYS£N.  In  reference  to 
the  bill  itself  I  do  not  see  that  there  is  any 
specific  sum  fixed  which  shall  not  be  exceeded 
in  the  issue  of  these  bonds.  I  understand  the 
bill  to  authorize  bonds  now  to  be  issued  to  pay 
the  existing  debt  of  the  city  without  there  be- 
ing any  statement  in  the  bill  what  that  debt  is, 
aithottgh  it  appears  by  the  bill  that  it  has  be^n 
ascertained  by  a  commission.  The  limitation 
of  ten  millions  applies  to  future  indebtedness 
as  well  as  that  which  is  now  being  provided 
for.  I  think  there  ought  to  be  in  tne  bill  a 
specific  sum  named  beyond  which  amount 
these  bonds  shall  not  be  issued. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  It  was  thought  that 
it  was  sufficiently  limited  by  what  is  found 
in  the  sixth  Une,  *' consisting  of  the  floating 
debt  and  trust  funds."  The  whole  amount  is 
Si  148  479  18 

Mr.  FBELINGHUYSEN.  I  think  it  might 
avoid  frauds,  or  temptation  to  fraud,  if  that 
sum  was  introduced. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  have  no  objection  to 
such  an  amendment  if  the  Senator  will  move  it. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  move  that 
amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Eo- 
VUKOS  in  the  chair.)  There  is  a  pending 
amendment  that  is  reported  by  the  committee, 
to  strike  out  the  eighth  section.  The  question 
is  on  that  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Is  there  any  power  now  to 
tax  property  outside  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia by  the  local  government  ? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  The  point  is  this: 
certain  individuals  come  here  to  reside  for  the 
winter,  or  perhaps  three  or  four  months,  and 
in  some  instances  their  personal  property  has 
been  taxed,  which  is  objected  to.  Of  course 
real  estate  will  be  taxed  locally. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  a  question  of 
domicile,  not  a  question  of  power. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  The  man  is  taxed  at 
home  also. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  As  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  haA  the  report,  I  would 
like  to  know  in  general  how  this  sum  $1,148,000 
is  made  up-— the  general  items. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  It  consists  of  a  trust 
fund  which  amounts  to  $286,817  68.  They 
were  trust  funds  which  were  expended  by  the 
old  corporation  of  Washington,  and  the  pres- 
ent government  desire  to  replace  that  by 
bonds.  Then  the  balance,  which  makes  up 
the  residue,  consists  of  floating  debt.  Those 
two  items  constitute  the  whole. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  move  to 
amend  the  bill  in  line  eight  of  the  first  sec- 
tion, after  **  1871,"  by  inserting  '*  not  exceed* 
ing  in  amount  $1,160,000.'' 
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Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  suppose  interest  should 
be  added.  The  sura  stated  should  be  increased 
by  adding  the  accrued  interest. 

Mr.  FRELIN6HUYSEN.  The  bonds  carry 
interest.     The  amount  is  $1,448,000. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  That  is  a  past  thing.  It 
was  due  some  time  aso. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  There  is  a  mar- 
fin  in  the  $1,150,000.  The  interest  will  not 
be  more  than  that. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    That  was  June,  1871. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Will  this  cover  the  inter- 
est? 

Mr.  PATTERSON.    I  think  so. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  my 
friend  from  New  Hampshire,  if  he  will  be 
kind  enough  to  tell  mCf  whether  this  trust  fund 
is  an  overdue  liability,  and  in  what  form  it 
now  exists.  I  think  we  ought  to  understand 
what  it  means  to  provide  for  borrowing  $286,- 
000  on  twenty  or  thirty  year  bonds  to  pay  off 
the  trust- fund  debt  of  the  city  of  Washington. 
It  appears  to  me  that  we  are  borrowing  money 
to  pay  ourselves.  Here  in  this  report  of  the 
Governor  it  appears  that  there  is  a  trust  fund 
called  the  special  tax  fund  of  so  much,  the 
water  fund  of  so  much,  the  canal  fund  of  so 
much,  and  the  ten-year-bond  sinking  fund  so 
much,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  thousand  ana  odd  dollars. 

Now,  if  that  is  what  it  purports  to  be  on 
its  face,  instead  of  being  a  liability,  it  is  an 
asset.  It  is  not  anything  that  we  owe  to  any- 
body except  as  we  owe  it  to  the  water  fund ; 
that  is  to  say,  we  have  reserved  from  the 
taxes  on  water  so  much  annually  to  create  a 
trust  fund,  I  suppose  to  pay  off  the  water 
debt,  if  there  are  water  bonds.  Now,  if  this 
means  that  the  city  has  squandered  these 
trust  funds 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  It  means  that  the  city 
has  spent  them,  and  the  Governor  wants  to 
replace  those  funds  by  issuing  these  bonds. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  it  means,  as  I  am 
saying,  that  the  city  has  betrayed  its  trusts 
hitherto,  and  has  squandered  its  special  funds 
and  its  sinking  funds,  so  that  its  ten-year 
bond  sinking  fund  instead  of  being  a  secur- 
ity to  the  creditor  is  an  addition  to  the  debt, 
then  I  am  very  glad  to  have  it  made  publicly 
known,  so  that  we  shall  know  where  we  are 
now  at  least,  if  we  did  not  heretofore.  But 
when  you  come  to  the  summary  of  floating 
debt,  which  was  under  discussion  the  other 
day,  to  be  provided  for,  it  was  not  this  amount 
of  $1,100,000,  I  think,  by  just  the  amount 
of  this  trust  fund.  It  was  not  proposed,  I 
believe,  to  put  that  in. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  It  was  not  definite  in 
the  other  bill  at  all. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  know  thi^tj  but  the 
documents  that  were  produced  in  order  to 
make  up  the  sum  to  be  provided  for,  as  sum- 
marized at  the  end  of  the  report,  did  not 
appear  to  bring  in,  as  I  understood  it,  this 
Question  of  the  trust  fund  as  a  part  of  the 
poating  debt  to  be  provided  for.  It  plainly 
is  not  floating  debt,  even  if  the  city  has 
squandered  the  money.  The  city  has  abused 
its  trusts  and  owes  its  water  bonds  and  ten- 
year  bonds,  and  has  not  any  means  of  paying 
them.  Now,  if  the  object  is  to  create  a  sink- 
ing fund,  out  of  which  to  raise  a  sum  which 
shall  satisfy  the  old  bonds  when  they  fall  due, 
then  it  is  a  very  extraordinary  way  to  do  it  to 
borrow  monej  on  twenty-year  bonds  now,  in- 
stead of  raising  a  sinking  fund  by  taking  a 
portion  of  the  annual  taxation  of  the  people 
and  investing  it  in  something  so  that  it  may 
accumulate.  I  never  heard  before  of  creat- 
ing a  sinking  fund  by  borrowing  money  to  do 
it.  That  may  be  right  I  merely  suggest  it 
to  my  honorable  friend  from  New  Hampshire. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  will  say  to  my  friend 
that  these  funds  were  held  iu  trust  by  the 
corporation  of  the  city  of  Washington.  They 
expended  them ;  they  are  gone.  Now,  is 
there  any  objection,  whether  it  was  in  the 
original  bill  or  not,  to  having  those  fund^ 


replaced  by  an  issue  of  bonds  by  the  District? 
Is  there  any  objection  to  the  thing  itself, 
whether  it  was  in  that  bill  or  not?  This  is  an 
entirely  new  bill,  as  my  friend  understands, 
drawn,  I  think,  in  part  at  any  rate,  with  bis 
consent.  I  cannot  see  any  objection  to  this, 
whetlier  it  was  in  the  old  bill  or  not  We 
want  to  replace  those  bonds ;  the  Governor  is 
very  anxious  to  do  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Now,  let  me  take  the 
bill  and  see  what  provision  is  made  that  this 
money  when  borrowed  shall  be  carried  to 
these  trust  duties.  There  does  not  seem  to 
be  any  provision  afler  we  borrow  this  sum  of 
money,  $300,000  of  squandered  trust  fands, 
that  we  shall  invest  and  hold  it  as  a  sinking 
fund  under  the  obligation  of  these  trusts.  It 
only  says  we  shall  iund  the  trust  funds.  The 
trust  fund  as  appears  in  this  report  is  money 
we  have*  not  got,  but  is  monev  we  have  squan- 
dered, and  we  are  to  fund  that  by  borrowing 
that  amount  of  money  more.  Then  the  bill 
does  not  appear  to  provide  how  that  money 
thus  borrowed  shall  oe  invested  in  order  that 
it  may  be  kept  secure  to  supply  the  objects  of 
the  trust.  I  suggest  that  to  my  friend  as  a 
provision  that  ought  to  be  in  somewhere. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  If  my  friend  from  Ver- 
mont wishes  to  throw  any  more  guards  about 
the  bill,  I  would  advise  him  to  move  an  amend- 
ment that  will  guard  it.  I  am  perfectly  willing 
to  agree  to  anything  of  that  sort. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  think  the  bill 
ought  to  contain  a  provision  that  $286,000  of 
these  bonds  should  be  appropriated  to  this 
fund  at  all  events,  so  that  we  shall  not  have 
to  supply  it  again. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  the  bill  be  laid  aside 
informally  for  a  few  moments  and  we  will  draw 
up  such  an  amendment. 
.  The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection  the  bill  will  be  laid  aside  inform- 
ally. 

Mr.  PATTERSON  subsequently  called  up 
the  bill. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  have  two 
amendments  to  offer  to  the  bill.  In  section 
one,  line  twenty-six,  after  the  words  "New 
York,"  I  move  to  insert  the  following: 

Provided,  That  such  amount  of  the  said  bonds  or 
th«ir  proceeds  as  is  necessary  shall  be  applied  and 
strictly  held  to  make  good  the  trust  funcu  on  which 
there  Is  a  deficiency  of  $286,317  58. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  move  further 
to  amend  the  bill  in  section  one,  line  eight, 
afler  **  1871,"  by  inserting  '*i)Ot  exceeding 
$1,160,000." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

COLUMBIA  INSTITUTION. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  move  that  the  Sen* 
ate  take  up  Senate  bill  No.  885. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  886) 
to  regulate  the  admission  of  pupils  into  the 
Columbia  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

It  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to 
admit  into  the  collegiate  department  of  the 
Columbia  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
properly  qualified  deaf  mutes  from  the  several 
States  in  the  manner  following,  namely :  from 
each  State  a  number  of  students  not  exceed- 
ing one  half  the  number  of  its  Representatives 
in  Congress ;  but  in  the  case  of  States  the 
number  of  whose  Representatives  is  not  divisi- 
ble by  two  without  a  remainder,  the  fraction 
in  the  quotient  is  to  .be  counted  as  a  unit. 
Applicants  for  admission  to  the  Columbia 
Institution,  under  the  provisions  of  this  bill, 
must  be  nominated  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  by  members  of  Congress  representing 
the  States  to  which  they  respectively  belong  ; 
but  in  filling  vacancies  no  Representative  is  to 
exeroise  the  right  of  nQmiaauoa  twice  in  mo- 


cession,  to  the  exelusion  of  other  Be|ires«irr 
tives  from  the  same  State  vho  may  desrt  . 
make  nominations,  the  ri^ht  of  dohuu^'C 
being  exercised  in  alteroatioii.- 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Seaate  wi^ 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  tor  i 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  aad  pameL 

DISTRICT  RKFOBX  SCHOOL 

Mr.  PATTERSON.     I  now  move  to  tib 

up  Senate  bill  No.  854. 

The  Senate,  as  in  ComoLtUee  of  the  WKn.r. 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  ll-i 
relating  to  the  Refo^^  School  of  the  Di^r;:: 
of  Columbia. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  board  of  tnufen 
of  the  Reform  School  of  the  Diatrict  of  C«a«a- 
bia  shall  cause  monthly  sMseonnts  to  b«  m- 
dered  to  the  proper  accoaoting  officers  of  i:t 
Territory  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ftrr  *jr 
expenses  of  such  boys  as  have  been  sect  ^ 
the  school  by  the  proper  authorities  froEs  itx 
cities  of  Washington  and  Geois^tovn  aod  t.r 
county  of  WashingtoUf  and  for  which  tht  cria 
and  county  are,  respectively,  liable  to  jai 
$1  60  a  week,  which  is  hereiaiier  to  be  $1  'v 
a  week;  and  the  amount  doe  from  iheckL-s 
and  county,  respectivelyy  is  to  be  pa^  us 
demand  j  and  if  not  paid  within  ten  dayi  tits 
the  amount  shall  be  audited,  the  amoaot  d^ 
is  to  draw  interest  at  the  rate  of  three  p*:x  cm. 
per  month  until  paid. 

Hereafter  any  boy  under  sixteen  yean  e/  tft 
who  is  destitute  of  a  home  or  means  of  a.;- 
port,  or  who  is  idle  and  incorrigibley  or  vwc^t 
mg  about  uncared  for  by  relatives  or  tiiaiii. 
and  whose  parents,  if  he  has  any  liviog  !»«:>. 
are  unable  to  pay  the  expenses  of  his  sapped 
in  the  Reform  School,  ms^  be  sent  lo  u; 
school  at  the  expense  of  the  city  or  ooaoiv  is 
which  he  may  be  found  by  the  judge  of  i^ 
police  court,  the  Governor  of  the  TeniU'fT. 
or  the  president  of  the  board  of  tmatees  ui  u : 
school,  to  remain  in  the  school  antii  be  ^ 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  unless  sooDcr  dis- 
charged by  the  board  of  trastees  of  the  sehvO. 

Every  boy  sent  to  the  Reform  Scboc^l  U  :  ■ 
remain  therein  until  he  is  twenty- one  yean  a 
age,  unless  sooner  discharged  or  bo  and  «£  u 
apprentice  to  some  proper  person  by  the  b(a:>* 
of  trustees ;  but  no  ooy  is  to  be  retaincKi  aI.^ 
the  superintendent  shall  have  reported  ka 
fully  reformed. 

Whenever  there  shall  be  as  large  a  numaer 
of  boys  in  the  school  as  can  bs  properly  ft^ 
commodated,  it  is  to  be  the  duty  of  the  pnsii- 
dent  of  the  board  of  trustees  to  give  notice  b> 
the  criminal  and  police  courts  of  the  £icu 
whereupon  no  boys  are  to  be  sent  to  the  8cfec«ci 
by  the  courts  until  notice  shall  be  ^ven  tbea 
by  the  president  of  the  board  thai  more  os 
be  received. 

If  any  person  shall  entice,  or  att^pt  ta 
enticej  away  from  the  school  any  boy  legtllj 
committed  to  it,  or  shall  harbor,  conceiS.  a 
aid  in  harboring  or  concealing,  any  boy  vfeo 
shall  have  escaped  from  the  school,  such  per- 
son is,  upon  conviction,  to  be  deemed  gsii? 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  pay  a  fine  of  oofi  le^i 
than  ten  nor  more  than  one  hundred  doibrs, 
which  is  to  bs  paid  to  the  treasnrer  of  (be 
board' of  trustees;  and  any  trustee,  or  lie 
superintendent  of  the  school,  aad  any  polite 
man,  is  to  have  power,  and  it  is  m^e  tbeir 
duty,  to  arrest  any  boy,  when  in  their  pov<r 
BO  to  do,  who  has  escaped  from  the  sdiool. 
and  return  him  thereto. 

The  sum  of  $6,000  is  appropriated  to  ps7 
the  annusl  salaries  of  the  saperinteadeni* 
$1,500;  two  assistant  snperintendetits,  $'60 
each ;  and  the  matron,  $600,  and  the  incidecui 
expenses,  inclnding  clothing,  fuel,  aerriai- 
hire,  Jbc. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  authorised  t9 
sell  that  portion  of  the  Government  farm  lateij 
set  off  by  him  to,  and  now  in  the  possessioo  o^ 
the  trustees  of  the  Reform  School,  or  such  |«^ 
tion  thereof  as  is  not  needed  for  the  use  of  th 
aquedaoti  and  to  purchase  anoiher  site  for  \)a 
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bool,  to  be  selected  by  him  and  the  board 
trastees,  upon  which  the  bailding  herein 
oyided  for  is  to  be  erected  under  his  super- 
lion ;  and  the  sum  of  $100,000  is  appropri- 
sd  for  the  purchase  of  such  site,  ana  for  the 
rpose  of  erecting  a  building  thereon  for  the 
e  of  the  school. 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia 
ported  the  bill  with  amendments.  The  first 
lendment  was  to  strike  out  at  the  end  of  the 
cond  section  the  following  words  : 

Co  remaiD  in  said  school  until  he  is  twenty-one 
nn  of  age,  unless  sooner  discharged  by  the  board 
trustees  of  said  sohool. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  six. 
le  one,  to  strike  out "  five**  and  insert  "  tenj" 
a?  to  make  the  appropriation  for  the  pay* 
ent  of  salaries  $10,000. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 
venth  section  of  the  bill,  in  the  following 
[>rds: 

rhat  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be,  and  he  is 
xeby.  authorised  to  sell  that  portion  of  the  Got- 
n  in  ent  farm  lately  set  off  by  him  to,  and  now  in 
e  possession  of.  the  trustees  of  the  Reform  School, 
such  portion  thereof  as  is  not  needed  for  the  use 

the  aqueduct,  and  to  purchase  another  site  for 
e  said  school,  to  be  selected  by  him  and  the  board 

trustees,  upon  which  the  bnildint  herein  pro- 
ded  for  shall  be  erected  under  his  supervision; 
at  the  sum  of  8100.000  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
»propriated  for  the  purchase  of  such  site,  and  for 
e  purpose  of  erecting  a  buildinff  thereon  for  Uie 
e  of  said  school. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

That  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  be  authorised  to 
irohaso  a  new  site  for  said  school,  to  be  selected  by 
mself  and'  the  board  of  trustees,  on  which  bnild- 
gs  firr  the  accommodation  of  three  hundred  boys 
lall  be  erected,  under  the  snpenrision  of  the  said 
cretary,  the  board  of  trustees,  and  the  arohiteot 
'  the  Capitol ;  and  for  these  purposes  the  sum  of 
00.000  is  hereby  appropriated. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  aa  amend- 
1,  and  the  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
he  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
lird  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
ftssed. 

DISTRICT  JAIL. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  move  to  take  up 
louse  bill  No.  1662. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
roceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
>62)  in  relation  to  the  construction  of  a  new 
ftil  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  The  bill 
ropopes  to  create  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
or,  the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of 
16  District  of  Columbia,  and  the  Governor  of 
le  District  a  board  of  commissioners,  with 
ill  power  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  the 
:t  of  Congress  approved  July  26,  1866,  enti- 
ed  **An  act  authorizing  the  construction  of  a 
»i)  in  and  for  the  District  of  Columbia,"  and 
if  acts  amendatory  thereof:  and  the  commis- 
oners  are  directed  to  cause  the  work  of  build- 
ig  the  jail  to  be  entered  upon  without  delay  ; 
at  the  board  are  to  have  authority  to  change 
le  site  heretofore  selected,  and  so  modify  the 
tans  as  shall,  to  them,  seem  to  be  for  the 
est  interests  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
othing  contained  in  the  bill  is  to  operate  to 
icrease  the  appropriatiohs  heretofore  made 
y  Congress  for  the  erection  of  the  jail ;  and 
le  District  of  Columbia  is  to  be  required  to 
(pay  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
le  sum  of  $90,000  required  by  the  acts  of 
ongress  approved  March  2,  1867,  amenda- 
»ry  of  the  act  of  July  26, 1866,  herein  referred 
>  as  obligatory  on  the  then  existing  govern- 
tents  of  the  cities  of  Washington  and  George- 
»wn. 

The  Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia 
sported  the  bill  with  amendments.  The  first 
mendment  was  in  section  one,  lines  thirteen 
id  fourteen,  to  strike  out  the  words  **so 
lodify  the''  and  insert  the  words  ** adopt 
ich.'^ 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  one, 
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line  sixteen,  after  the  word   **  Columbia"  to 

strike  out  the  remainder  of  the  section,  in  the 

following  words: 

Provided  alto^  That  nothiuf  herein  contained 
shall  operate  to  increase  the  appropriations  here- 
tofore mftde  by  Congress  for  the  erection  of  said  jail : 
Provided  further.  That  the  District  of  Columbia  shall 
be  required  to  repay  to  the  Qovernmeut  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  the  sum  of  $90,000,  reauired  by  the  acts 
of  Congress  approved  March  2,  IfioT,  amendatory  of 
the  act  of  July  26, 1866,  herein  referred  to  as  obliga- 
toryon  the  then  existing  governmonts  of  the  cities 
.of  Washiogton  and  Oeorgetown:  and  all  laws  in- 
oonaLstent  herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

And  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

And  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  hereby  di- 
rected to  place  to  the  credit  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  the  sum  of  $300,000,  which  said  sum  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  authorised  to  expend  in 
the  construction  of  a  Jail,  as  is  herein  provided;  and 
in  order  that  the  work  upon  said  jail  shall  begin 
without  delay,  the  appropriation  herein  made  shall 
take  effect  immediately :  Provided,  That  the  plans 
and  designs  for  said  jail  shall  be  prepared  by  the 
supervising  arohiteot  of  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  the  work  shall  be  done  under  his  supervision, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  said  commissioners. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  an 
additional  section  the  following : 

Skc,  2,  That  for  the  purpose  of  reimbursing  the 
United  States  for  a  part  of  the  cost  of  said  jail,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislative  Assembly  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  they  are  hereby  required 
to  assess  and  cause  to  be  collected,  by  tax  or  other- 
wise, and  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  at  or  before  the  completion  of  said  jail,  the 
sum  orflOO.OOO ;  and  upon,  default  of  the  payment  of 
the  sum  aforesaid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  at  the  time  before  mentioned,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior  shall  appoint  a  eollector,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  proceed  with  the  collection  of  the  taxes 
as  assessed  by  the  Legislative  Assembly  in  such  man- 
ner and  form  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior.  And  if  the  said  District  of  Colum- 
bia shall  neglect,  fall,  or  refuse  to  assess  such  tax, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  is  hereby  authorised 
and  empowered  to  make  such  levy  and  proceed  to 
its  collection  as  aforesaid.  And  all  acts  inconsistent 
herewith  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendments  were  con- 
curred in.  It  was  ordered  that  the  amend- 
ments be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a  third 
time.  The  bill  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

DISTRICT  MUNICIPAL  COUKT. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  move  to  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  Senate  bill  No.  687. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  687)  to 
establish  a  municipal  court  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  The  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia  report  an  amendment 
as  a  substitute  for  the  entire  bill.  I  therefore 
suggest  that  the  reading  of  the  original  bill  be 
dispensed  with. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  course 
will  be  pursued  if  there  be  no  objection,  and 
the  substitute  only  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  which  was  to  strike  out  all  after 
the  enacting  clause  of  the  original  bill  and  to 
insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following : 

That  there  shall  be  establishe4  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  a  court  with  jurisdiction  as  hereinafter 

Brovided,  to  be  styled  "  the  municipal  court  of  the 
district  of  Columbia." 

Sic.  2.  That  said  courtshall  consist  of  threejudges. 
to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  one  clerk,  three 
assistant  clerks,  and  as  many  bailiffs,  not  exceeding 
six.  as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  found  necessary. 
The  clerk  shall  be  appointed  by  the  court,  and  shall 
have  the  appointment  of  his  assistants.  The  bail- 
iffii  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Ignited  States  marshal 
for  the  District  of  Columbia;  all  of  which  officers 
shall  be  oitisens  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sso.  3.  That  the  salary  of  the  judges  shall  be 
$3,000  each  per  annum;  of  the  clerk,  $2,000  per  an- 
num ;  of  the  assistant  clerks,  each,  $1,200  per  annum: 
and  of  the  bailiffii,  each  shall  be  allowed  three  dol- 
lars per  day  for  each  dav  Chat  he  shall  attend  on  a 
session  of  the  court.  These  salaries  shall  be  paid 
by  the  District  of  Columbia  monthly. 

Ssc.  4.  That  the  judges  shall  bo  selected  from 
the  members  of  the  bar  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, and  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  six  years, 
one  of  whom  shall  be  designated  in  his  commis- 
sion as  the  presiding  judge.  Each  judge  shall, 
before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  unu 
subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation,  to  be  filed  in  the 


executive  records  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to 
be  made  of  record  upon  the  minutes  of  the  munici- 
pal court,  to  support  the  Constitution  and  laws  of 
tho  United  States,  and  the  laws  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  to  discharge  tho  duties  of  his  office 
well  and  faithfully,  to  the  beat  of  his  ability. 

Skc.  5.  That  the  clerk,  assisted  by  the  assistant 
clerks,  shall  have  charge  of  the  records  and  seal 
of  the  court,  and  be  subject'to  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  prescribed 
by  the  court.  Before  the  clerk  or  the  assistant 
clerks  enter  upon  the  dipcharse  of  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices,  they  shall  each  take  and 
subscribe  before  the  court  an  oath  or  affimation,  to 
be  entered  upon  the  records  of  the  court,  to  support 
the  Constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States  and 
the  laws  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  to  dis- 
charge well  and  faithfully  the  duties  of  their  offices; 
and  the  clerk  shall,  before  onterin|(  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  of  his  office,  give  bond  to  the 
United  States  in  the  penal  sum  of  $5,000  conditioned 
upon  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duties,  with  two 
resident  freehold  sureties,  to  be  approved  by  the 
supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia:  which 
bond  shall  be  filed  in  the  clerk's  office  of  the  su- 
preme court,  and  shall  be  renewed  every  three 
years,  unless,  for  cause  shown,  the  judges  of  the 
municipal  court  should  order  them  sooner  renewed. 
And  any  person  aggrieved  or  injured  by  the  default 
or  malfeasance  of  the  clerk  shall  have  his  remedy 
upon  said  bond  by  action  in  the  supreme  court,  in 
the  same  manner  as  on  other  official  bonds. 

Sec.  6.  That  it  shall  be  the  duties  of  the  bailiib  to 
attend  at  the  sessions  of  the  court  and  preserve  order 
therein,  and  execute  all  lawful  orders  thereof  under 
the  direction  of  the  marshal.  Each  bailiff  shall, 
before  enterinar  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take 
and  subscribe  before  one  of  the  judges  of  the  court 
an  oath  or  affirmation  similar  to  that  taken  by  the 
clerks,  and  which  shall  be  entered  of  record  in  the 
court. 

Sec.  7.  That  the  municipal  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  shall  be  a  court  of  record,  and  shall  have 
and  use  a  seal:  but  shall  have  no  power  of  natural- 
isation. It  shall  have  original  and  exclusive  juris- 
dictiou  of  all  civil  cases  where  the  defendant  at  the 
time  of  serving  the  writ,  as  hereinafter  provided, 
shall  be  an  inhabitant  of  or  found  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  and  where  the  amount  claimed  does 
not  exceed  $300  in  value,  and  shall  exercise  the  same 
powers  as  are  now  exercised  by  the  supreme  court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  in  cases  of  attachment 
and  replevin  where  the  amount  in  controversy  does 
not  exceed  $300;  and  the  court  and  each  judce 
thereof  shall  have  the  same  power  and  exercise  the 
same  jurisdiction  as  is  now  had  and  exercised  by 
justices  of  the  peace  within  said  District,  so  far  as 
consistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  but  the 
court  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  of  oases  involving 
the  title  to  real  estate  nor  for  malicious  prosecution 
or  actions  against^fficers  for  misconduct  in  office,  or 
actions  on  official  bonds,  or  actions  for  slander  or 
libel.  In  criminal  coses  toe  court  shall  have  original 
and  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  all  violations  of  the 
municipal  laws  and  ordinances  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  of  all  simple  assaults,  simple  assaults  and 
batteries,  threats,  petit  larcenies,  and  the  keeping  of 
bawdy-houses,  committed  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; and  original  jurisdiction  as  an  oxaminingconrt 
of  all  other  offenses  against  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  or  the  District  of  Columbia  committed  within 
the  District.  The  municipal  court  shall  have  power 
to  summon  witnesses  and  enforce  their  attendance; 
to  punish  for  contempt  by  fine  not  exceeding  thirty 
dollars,  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  forty-eight 
hours,  or  both ;  to  make,  subject  to  the  approval  of 
the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  rules 
of  practice :  to  issue  all  writs  necessary  to  the  exer- 
cise of  the  jurisdiction  herein  conferred;  and  each 
officer  thereof  shall  be  a  conservator  of  the  peace 
and  have  authority  to  finell  riots  and  disturbances, 
and  to  arrest  persons  violating  in  his  view  the  laws 
or  ordinances  of  the  United  States  or  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Sec.  8.  That  the  process  of  the  court,  whether  civil 
or  criminal,  shall  run  in  the  name  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  be  tested  in  the  name  of  the 
presiding  judge  of  the  court,  and  be  signed  by  the 
clerk  or  one  of  the  assistant  clerks,  and  shall  be 
executed  by  the  United  States  manhal  or  his  dep- 
uty, who  shall  be  the  executive  officer  of  the  court, 
and  who,  in  all  civil  cases,  shall  be  paid  in  advance, 
unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  court  or  judge  in 
the  particular  case,  such  fees  for  the  service  of  pro- 
cess as  may  be  allowed  by  the  supreme  court  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  as  is  hereinafter  provided.  In 
criminal  cases  the  marshal  shall  be  paid  for  the 
service  of  process  in  the  sam^manner  and  the  same 
fees  as  are  now  provided  for  service  of  process  in  the 
police  court,  and  witness  fees  in  the  supreme  court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sec.  9.  That  the  court  shall  hold  daily  sessions  in 
the  city  of  Washington  for  the  transaction  of  crim- 
inal business,  and  also  dail;^  sessions  in  such  city  for 
the  transaction  of  civil  business,  if  necessary  for  the 
speedy  transaction  of  the  business  of  the  court.  Bach 
of  the  judges  may  bold  court  at  the  same  time  sepa- 
rately. The  terms  of  the  court  shall  commence  on 
the  first  Monday  in  every  month.  The  presiding 
Judge  may  assign  the  business  among  the  several 
judges.  And  convenient  and  suitable  places  for  hold- 
ing these  courts  shall  be  provided  and  maintained 
by  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sec.  10.  That  in  civil  cases  the  action  shall  be 
begun  by  filing  the  account,  note,  bill,  bond,  instru- 
ment, or  a  copy  thereof,  upon  which  the  action  is 
brought,  or  a  concise  statement  in  writing  of  the 
cause  of  action:  and  thereupon  a  summons  shall 
issue,  directing  the  defendant  to  appear  and  answer 
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tho  complaint  by  a  certain  day  therein  named,  not 
orer  ten  days  from  the  date  of  the  enmrnons;  but 
in  ease  of  an  action  against  a  non-residentj  the  de« 
fendant  may.  if  he  so  elects,  appear  forthwith ;  and 
parties  havinf  matter  in  eontroversy*  the  subject 
whereof  is  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court,  may 
refer  the  controversy  to  the  court  for  settlement. 
In  an  action  for  money  or  damages,  the  summons 
shall  state  the  amount  claimed;  and  in  an  action 
for  the  recovery  of  personal  property,  the  property 
claimed  shall  be  described  with  reasonable  certainty. 

8bo.  U.  That  parties  may  appear  in  person  or  by 
attorney,  and  upon  the  appearance  of  the  defendant, 
he  shall  answer  the  plaintifTs  complaint  witbin  the 
time  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  the  court,  and  tho 
parties  may  plead  as  in  other  cases.  The  docket 
shall  show  the  substance  of  the  pleadings,  and  no 
particular  form  of  pleadings  shall  be  required,  but 
they  shall  substantially  state  the  cause  of  action  and 
grounds  of  defense.  In  actions  arising  out  of  con- 
tract, if  the  complainant  or  his  agent  or  attorney^ 
shall  have  filed,  at  the  time  of  bringing  his  action, 
an  affidavit  setting  out  distinctly  his  cause  of  action 
and  the  sum  he  claims  to  be  due,  exclusive  of  all  set- 
o£fd  and  just  grounds  of  defense,  and  a  copy  thereof 
has  been  served  with  the  summons,  he  shall  be  en- 
titled to  Judgment  for  the  amount  so  claimed  with 
interest  and  costs^  unless  the  defendant  or  attorney 
iihall  file  with  his  answer  an  affidavit  of  defense 
denying  the  right  of  the  complainant  to  the  whole 
or  some  specified  part  of  his  claim,  and  stating  also 
in  precise  and  distinct  terms  the  grounds  of  his  de- 
fense; and  where  thedefendant shall  have  acknowl- 
edged in  his  affidavit  of  defense  his  liability  for  a 
part  of  the  complainant's  claim,  the  claimant  may, 
if  he  so  elect,  have  judgment  entered  in  his  favor 
for  the  amount  so  confessed  to  bo  due. 

Sic.  12.  That  when  issue  is  joined  as  above,  the 
court  shall  proceed  in  a  summary  way  to  hear  and 
determine  the  case  according  to  law  in  all  oases 
where  the  amount  in  controversy  does  not  exceed 
twenty  dollars,  and  where  it  does,  each  party  shall 
be  held  to  have  waived  his  trial  by  jury,  unless  at 
the  time  of  filing  his  complaint,  answer,  or  reply,  as 
the  case  may  be,  he  shall  have  demanded  such 
trial. 

Sbo.  13.  That  when  such  demand  is  mode,  the  judge 
shall,  nevertheless,  proceed  to  hear  and  determine 
the  case,  and  if  after  judgment  is  rendered  the  party 
reserving  his  right  to  such  trial  is  dissatisfied  with 
such  judgment  he  may.  after  ten  days,  appeal  to  the 
supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to  the 
next  circnit  term  thereof,  wherein  the  oauao  shall 
be  tried  before  a  jury,  as  if  the  same  had  originated 
there. 

Sec.  14.  That  if  it  appear  in  any  action  instituted 
before  the  municipal  court  at  any  time  preceding 
trial,  by  the  pleadings,  or  if  it  appear  from  the  evi- 
dence of  either  party  on  the  trial,  that  the  title  to 
lands  is  in  question,  which  title  is  disputed  by  the 
other  party,  the  Judge  shall  immediately  make  an 
entry  thereof  upon  the  docket,  and  all  further  pro- 
ceedings therein  shall  cease,  and  bo  shall  certify  and 
return  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia a  transcript  of  all  the  entries  made  in  his 
docket  relating  to  the  case,  together  with  all  the 
processes  and  other  papers  relating  to  the  action,  in 
the  same  manner  and  within  the  same  time  as  upon 
an  appeal ;  and  thereupon  the  supreme  court  shall 
proceed  in  the  cause  to  final  judgment  and  exe- 
cution in  the  same  manner  as  in  an  actiuaoriginally 
begun  therein,  and  the  costs  shall  abide  the  event 
of  the  suit:  Provided^  horeever^  That  if  such  trans- 
fer of  the  cause  be  made  upon  the  answer  of  the 
defendant,  he  shall  file  an  undertaking,  with  suffi- 
cient surety,  to  be  approved  by  the  court,  to  the 
effect  that  he  will  pay  all  costs  of  the  action  if  it  be 
decided  against  him  in  the  supreme  court. 

Sec.  16.  That  execution  with  a  clause  of  attach- 
ment may  iraue  u|>on  judgment  forthwith,  and  shall 
be  against  the  goods,  chattels,  rights,  and  credits 
of  the  defendant  not  exempted  by  law,  and  shall 
operate  as  an  attachment  <^  tho  same  in  the  hands 
of  any  person  having  them  upon  whom  it  may  be 
served.  Executions  shall  bo  returnable  within 
thirty  days  after  they  are  issued. 

2>BC.  16.  That  where  a  judgment  has  been  rendered 
in  the  court  for  a  sum  exceeding  twenty  dollars,  the 
court  may.  upon  the  demand  or  the  party  in  whose 
favor  it  was  rendered,  give  a  transcript  thereof, 
which  may  be  filed  and  docketed  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Oolum- 
bia.  The  time  of  the  receipt  thereof  shall  be  noted 
by  the  clerk  and  entered  on  the  docket,  and  from 
that  time  the  judgment  shall  bo  a  judgment  of  the 
supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Sec.  17.  That  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  govern  the 
conduct  of  cases  in  the  municipal  court  when  appli- 
cable and  not  inconsistent  with  this  act  or  the  rules 
prescribed  in  pursuance  thereof. 

8ec.  18.  That  tho  prosecution  of  criminal  cases 
before  the  municipal  court  shall  be  by  the  attorney 
of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Columbia, 
by  iniprmation  on  complaint,  under  oath,  without 
the  intervention  of  a  jury;  but  any  defendant 
aggrieved  by  the  judgment  of  the  court  may  appeal 
to  the  criminal  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  if 
the  same  be  in  session,  or  to  the  next  term  thereof, 
if  it  be  not  then  in  session,  which  court  shall  then 
have  jurisdiction  of  the  case,  and  try  the  same  upon 
the  information  to  be  certified  from  the  municipal 
court  before  a  jury  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the 
some  right  to  a  review  of  the  proceedings  by  error 
to  the  general  term  of  the  supreme  court  as  if  the 
ease  had  originated  in  the  criminal  court ;  and  noth- 
ing in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  exclude  tho 
enminal  court  from  full  cogniiance  and  jurisdiction 
of  sacb  oases  when  so  brought  before  it.    Whenever 


any  person  appeals  from  a  judgment  of  the  municipal 
court  in  a  criminal  case,  be  shall  enter  into  bond, 
with  security  to  be  approved  by  the  court,  to  appear 
at  the  criminal  court  at  the  term  then  in  session,  or 
at  the  next  term,  if  there  be  no  term  then  in  session, 
and  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  court.  In  default 
of  such  bond  he  shall  be  committed  to  Jail  to  await 
the  action  of  the  oonrL 

Sbo.  19.  That  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia  shall  establish  a  fee-bill  for  the  municipal 
court,  making  the  fees  moderate,  so  that  the  court 
shall  be  aooessible  to  suitors,  and  may  require  non- 
residents or  others  to  make  deposit  suffleient  to  cover 
the  probable  costs  of  an  action. 

Sbo.  20.  That  all  cosU  received  bj  the  clerk  shall 
be  paid  by  him  to  the  treasurer  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  for  the  use  of  the  District:  the  clerk  shall 
make  his  returns  on  the  first  day  of  each  quarter  of 
the  fiscal  year  of  the  District,  and  the  proper  ac- 
counting officers  of  the  District  are  required  to  audit 
his  aoconnts;  that  the  marshal  shall  collect  all  costs, 
fines,  and  penalties  imposed  by  the  court,  and  after 
deducting  his  fees  for  service  of  process  and  contin- 
gent expenses,  to  be  approved  by  one  of  the  judges 
of  the  court,  the  balance  shall  be  paid  by  him  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  District  of  Columbia  quarterly  for 
the  use  of  the  District,  and  the  proper  accounting 
officers  of  said  District  are  required  to  audit  his 
accounts. 

Sbc.  21.  That  the  court  created  by  this  act  shall 
meet  on  the  first  Monday  of  the  month  succeeding 
the  passage  thereof,  at  which  date  the  police  court 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be  abolished,  and 
the  power  of  justices  of  the  peace  to  hear  and 
determine  civil  eases  shall  cease,  and  the  office  of 
constable  in  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  be 
abolished.  The  records  of  the  police  court  and  of 
the  justices  of  the  peace,  and  all  papers  thereto 
belonging  or  relating,  and  all  processes  in  the  hands 
of  constables,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  municipal 
court  within  ten  days  after  the  meeting  thereof,  by 
the  parties  having  the  same  in  custody,  under  a 
penalty  of  $100  for  each  month's  detention  thereof, 
to  be  enforced  in  the  criminal  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia;  and  all  cases  then  pending  before 
justices  of  the  peace,  or  in  the  police  court|  may  be 
entertained  by  the  municipal  court  as  if  originating 
therein. 

Sbo.  22.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint  for  the  term  of  four  years  four  resi- 
dents of  the  District  of  Columbia,  at  a  salary  of  $600 
per  annum,  payable  quarterly,  who,  together  with 
the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Dis- 
trict, the  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
trict, and  the  secretary  of  the  District  ex  ojBUcio, 
shall  compose  the  Board  of  Metropolitan  Police  of 
the  District.  The  said  chief  justice  shall  be  the 
president  of  the  board.  In  his  absence  a  president 
pro  tetitporf  may  be  elected  by  the  board.  A  majority 
of  the  members  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  transact 
business.  Before  entering  upon  their  duties,  the 
commissioners  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  to 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  perform  the  duties  of  their  office  with  fidelity. 
The  board  shall  have  power  to  appoint  the  super- 
intendent and  all  other  officers  of  the  force,  and  to 
remove  any  of  the  same  for  cause. 

Sbc.  23.  That  the  act  to  establish  the  police  court 
for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  for  other  purposes, 
approved  June  17, 1870.  is  hereby  repealed;  and  that 
all  acts  of  Congress,  or  of  the  Legislative  Assembly 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  of  the  Legislative 
Assembly  of  Maryland,  and  all  British  statutes  in 
force  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  so  far  as  the  same 
are  inconsistent  with  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  naoveto  strike  out  sec- 
tion twentv-two.  This  section  twenty-two 
creates  a  Board  of  Metropolitan  Police,  the 
whole  expense  of  which  is  to  fall  upon  the 
United  States.  Several  officers,  among  the 
rest  the  chief  justice  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, are  appointed  as  members  of  the 
Metropolitan  Police  Board.  I  do  not  think  we 
have  anything  to  do  with  the  police  of  this 
District.  It  strikes  me  the  police  of  this  Dis- 
trict ought  to  be  under  the  Governor  of  the 
District  and  the  legislative  authority  of  the 
District. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  There  are  on  the  first 
and  second  pages  of  this  bill  at  least  four  un- 
constitutional provisions.     It  provides — 

That  said  court  shall  consist  of  three  judges,  to 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 

That  is  well  enough.     Then — 

The  clerk  shall  be  appointed  by  the  court,  and 
shall  have  the  appointment  of  his  assistants.  The 
bailiffs  shall  be  appointed  by  the  United  States 
marshal  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  United  States  marshal  is  neither  the 
President  nor  a  court  "bf  law  nor  a  head  of  a 
Department,  and  these  are  the  only  three 
fountains  from  which  an  appointment  can  pro- 
ceed under  the  Constitution,  or  to  which  we  can 
delegate  the  power. 

Section  three  provides  that  the  salary  of  the 
judges  shall  be  $8,000  each  per  annum,  &c. 


Section  four  declAres  "  that  the  jodg^ssk 
selected  from  the  members  of  the  b&r.:  i 
District  of  Colambia.  and  shall  ho.drr 
the  term  of  six  year*. "     There  is  i  a^o. 
three  lines  with  two  nnconstruiion&i  i: 
ions.   In  the  first  place,  the  judges  oJ  -i  .- 
must  hold  their  office  during  gocd  tr:i. 
and  they  need  not  be  either  citizens  of  ti'l- 
trict  of  Columbia  or  memben  of  ihebv  i 
we  have   no  power  whatever  to  rerj-.:  _ 
President  to  this  District  in  makirf  u: 
ments  to  any  public  office  under  atj  tr 
Congress.     1  hare   only  looked  at  [£%  .t 
sections,  and  finding  ionr  or  fi?*  oomss  . 
tional  provisions  there,  I  have  got  difcocnfv 
about  the  bill  and  shall  vote  acaiosiiL 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  .Mr.  ^ 
THONT  in  the  chair. )  The  qoestioc  ii  ot  '* 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ofa.^,  U)  rsj 
out  the  twenty  second  section  of  ik  tit:: 
ment,  in  the  following  words: 

Sic.  22.  That  the  I^reeident  of  the  ro:iec  mi 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  conseot  of  \m  k..^ 
shall  appoint  for  the   term  of  four  yevt  f  e:  -^ 
dents  of  the  District  of  Colnmbis.  at  «  o.- 
9<X)0  per  annum,  payable  anarterlr.  *b. 
with  the  attorney  of  the  United  Suu«*fv     . 
triot,  chief  jastioe  of  the  supreme  eourrf*  •. 
triot,  and  the  secre  tai7  of  the  District  a  (^>   ■ 
compose  the  Board  of  Metropoif  tan  Police  c: ' 
trict.  The  said  chiefjustiee  shall  be  ita»  pre'  i': 
the  board.  In  his  absence  a  president  pm^*;-.-.:. 
be  elected  by  the  board.    A  majoritj  of  .-'it:? 
bers  shall  constitute  a  qnomm  to  tniBiaec^:  " 
Before  entering  upon  their  duties  the  C£le.* 
ers  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  to  lotr'- 
Oonstitution  of  the  United  States  and  topa^r: . 
duties  of  their  office  with  fideJitj.  The  Uir  •:. 
have  power  to  appoint  the  BuperiotciMicB(t::i> 
other  officers  of  the  force,  and  t4>  remoTeuj.:-- 
same  for  oanse. 

The  amendment    to  the  ameodmoi:  i» 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  H AMLl  N.     To  obviate  ooe  of  ti* 
jections  made  by  the  Senator  from  Wl«c:'(^- 
I  move  to  strike  out  in  tection  foor,  si'tr: 
word  **from,"  in  the  first  line,  to  tlic  r.- 
**and/'  in  the  second  line,  the  wordi  "=« 
bers  of  the  bar  of  the  District  of  CoIodsu 
so  that  we  shall  not  attempt  to  limit  tiie  Prn 
dent  in  his  action,  as  we  have  do  right u::. 
We  might  as  well  undertake  to  aj  tin.  ^ 
shall  appoint  a  judicial  officer  from  sc«ri' 
county,  or  a  certain  town,  or  a  ceruin  daf- 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  have  no  obj^ciioD  'i*: 
ever  to  that  amendment;  but  if  iJi«  en: -'- 
of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  iscorrw  -• 
amendment  should  be  extended  to  itnt'- 
the  provision  which  limits  the  term  of  oW 
I  would  suggest  an  amendment  to  tb«»n»f'' 
ment  by  saying  ♦•during good  belianor,  - 
stead  of  '*  for  the  term  of  six  year*;  w^ 
the  sentence  would  read : 

That  the  Judges  shall  hold  offl«  «l?W'J^u 
havior.  and  one  of  them  shell  bsd«|B«t«i»aH 
commission  as  the  presiding  jadge. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  wf  » 
Senator  from  Maine  accept  **»«  •'"^Jt* 
suggested  by  the  Senator  from  SobiH^ 
lina?  The  whole  propositioD  ii  js  ja^ 
ment,  and  therefore  is  not  ainendsble  mjo^ 

the  second  degree.  i^ika 

Mr.  SAWYER.     I  thought  tbst  pluei tfi 

substitute  in  the  position  of  in  ong»«*  ^ 

for  purposes  of  convenience.    ^    _.  ^^ 

The  PRESIDING  OFFiCEB.  Th^i^^ 

was  not  aware  of  that  ^ ,  ^  ^„ 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  inquire  of  th«S«iW 

charge  of  this  bill  whether  heB&xpti^'' 
terpretation  put  by  the  Seoitor  from  ""^ 


I 


1 

0 


sin  on  that  provision,  and  ^^IS^  ti^» 
stitutional  ?  By  the  laws  o{  Cwff  ^^ 
a  limitation  upon    appointoeots  ^^^^ 


offices.     For  i  nstance,  postmssien  idm* 
in  the  town  for  which  the?  •»  spf'^'JLg 
Mr.  CARPENTER.    IthiDkihebeMw 

mistaken  about  that.  ^^bit 

Mr.  SUMNER.  No.  There  ma/BJJ^  j 
general  provision,  but  there  i>  *  P 
know  applicable  to  certain  town*.  ^ 
Mr.  CARPENTER.  There  »*?  "*  J,ii. 
vision  of  law  that,  after  the  man  »  YJjjj* 
he  shall  reside  in  the  tows  ^^^^Lg^^ 
but  there  is  no  provisioa  of  1**'  I 
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}  the  postmaster  shall  be  selected  from  the 
n.     If  there  is,  it  is  unconstitutional. 
Ir.    SUMNER.     I  ask  the  Senator  from 
ne  what  the  provision  is  in  regard  to  ens* 
-house  officers  ? 

I  r.  HAMLIN.    The  law  provides  that  they 

II  reside  at  the  port. 

[r.    CARPENTEB.      After  they  are  ap- 
ited. 

[r.  HAMLIN.  Yes.  The  Senator  from 
isachusetts  knows  very  well  that  appoint* 
Its  are  made  in  yer^r  many  cases  from  per- 
s  not  residinff  even  in  the  State.  He  knows 
L  I  was  myself  appointed  collector  of  Bos- 
while  I  resided  in  Maine;  and  the  practi- 
construction  of  that  law  at  the  Department 
not  require  me  even  to  hold  my  legal  resi- 
ce  ill  Boston,  but  that  I  should  be  there  to 
the  duties  of  my  office,  as  I  was  all  the 
e,  although  my  legal  home  remained  in 
ine  during  all  that  time. 
Ir.  CARPENTER.  Those  are  regulations 
the  performance  of  the  duties  of  the  office, 
limiiations  on  the  power  of  the  President 
Sippoint. 

dr.   SUMNER.    Is  not  that  a  very  thin 
Linction  ? 

dr.  CARPENTER.  I  think  not.  I  think 
lie  we  may  say  a  postmaster  after  he  is  ap- 
nted  shall  be  four  times  a  day  in  the  post 
ce,  we  cannot  pass  a  law  that  the  Presiaent 
>uld  not  appoint  a  man  who  had  not  been 
r  times  a  day  in  the  post  office. 
Sir.  SUMNER.  I  merely  called  attention 
it  because  I  was  unwilling  that  so  import- 
;  a  principle  as  that  should  pass  without 
isideratioo  or  question,  unless  it  really  be 
:irely  plain.  It  is  not  entirely  plain  to  my 
prehension,  I  confess.  I  should  hesitate  to 
'  that  under  the  Constitution  this  limitation 
lid  not  be  imposed  upon  the  appointing 
wer,  and  especially  when  I  consider  that  by 
i  Constiiutiou,  Congress  has  legislation  in 
cases  whatsoever  here  in  the  District  of 
lumbia.  The  relations  of  Congress  to  the 
strict  of  Columbia,  I  need  not  remind  the 
nate,  are  peculiar,  entirely  different  from  its 
atious  to  any  other  part  of  the  country.  I 
Duld  hesitate,  therefore,  to  accept  any  limit- 
on  upon  the  power  of  Congress.  That  brings 
!  to  the  question  of  expediency.  I  hare  no 
sitive  opinion  upon  that.  I  do  not  know 
Lt  it  may  not  be  expedient  to  leave  the  qnes 
n  of  appointment  without  any  limitation  ; 
1 1  must  say  that  as  I  view  it  now  I  cannot 
uept  the  conclusions  that  it  is  unconstitu- 
nal. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is 
thill  the  power  of  Congress  to  provide  that 
i  judge  snail  reside  here  when  he  shall  have 
eu  appointed ;  indeed  he  must  reside  here 
do  his  duty ;  but  aside  from  that  point,  upon 
3  simple  question  of  expediency  I  think  the 
nate  would  adopt  the  amendment  which  I 
ve  proposed  if  for  no  other  reason  than  this : 
is  known  to  everybody  that  a  very  large  pro- 
rtion  of  the  offices  of  the  various  Depart- 
»nts  are  held  by  citizens  of  this  District, 
lere  is  perhaps  no  laree  State  that  has  more 
icers  in  the  various  Departments 'than  this 
lie  District.  This  is  a  court  which  is  paid 
*  by  the  United  States,  and  to  get  good  abil- 
and  proper  persons,  as  a  mere  matter  of 
pediency,  it  would  be  most  eminently  just 
place  no  such  restriction  in  this  bill  as  the 
mmittee  have  placed  there.  Therefore,  if 
u  do  not  take  into  consideration  the  consti- 
ional  question  (and  I  am  willing  to  waive 
as  a  mere  matter  of  expediency  we  should 
S8  no  bill  with  such  a  restriction  in  it  as  is 
this  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Did  I  understand  the  Sen- 
)r  from  Wisconsin  to  object  to  the  tenure 
six  years? 
Mr.  CARPENTER.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Will  not  my  friend  from 
ilaware  permit  me  to  suggest  that  we  dis- 
se  of  this  amendment  first;  that  is,  striking 


out  the  limitation  in  the  fourth  section,  first 
line,  which  compels  the  President  to  appoint 
the  judges  from  the  bar  of  this  District? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Mor- 
rill, of  Vermont,  in  the  chair. )  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine.  Does  the  Senator  from  Maine  accept 
the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     What  was  it? 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  made  the  suggestion,  but 
I  will  withdraw  it  for  the  moment,  that  the 
term  of  office  of  six  years  be  changed  to 
'*  during  good  behavior.''  I  will  withdraw  it 
for  the  moment  for  the  purpose  of  having 
action  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Maine. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  occurred  to  me  that  the 
Constitution  giving  to  Congress  the  power  of 
exclusive  legislation  over  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia did  not  place  the  courts  of  the  District 
in  the  category  of  what  are  termed  *'  inferior 
courts''  under  the  Constitution,  in  regard  to 
which  the  Constitution  expressly  requires  that 
the  tenure  shall  be  during  good  oehavior. 
Congress  has  created  judicial  officers  as  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  in  this  District  for  terms  of 
years,  as  I  understand,  under  the  grant  of  the 
power  of  exclusive  legislation.  It  occurs  to 
me  that  this  gives  power  to  appoint  for  a  term 
of  years.  I  think  the  case  of  judges  of  this 
District  is  not  placed  within  the  rule  which 
requires  the  tenure  of  good  behavior  for  judges 
of  the  inferior  courts,  which  I  take  to  mean 
courts  established  by  Congress  throughout  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Having  jurisdiction  in 
the  States. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Having  jurisdiction  within 
the  States,  but  having  jurisdiction  equally 
throughout;  that  is  to  sa^,  they  must  be  a 
class  of  courts  appointed  for  'the  entire  coun- 
try under  the  constitutional  provision  requir- 
ing equality  in  our  laws.  The  power  of  ex- 
clusive legislation  having  been  vested  over 
this  District  in  Congress,  it  occurs  to  me  to 
be  a  different  branch  of  power  from  the  one 
authorizing  the  creation  of  inferior  courts  to 
which  the  tenure  for  life  is  peremptorily  at- 
tached by  the  language  of  the  Constitution.  I 
submit  that  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Wisconsin.  I  had  noted  the  fact  of  the  six 
years'  term  of  office,  and  had  intended  to 
propose  an  amendment  which  should  provide 
**if  the  party  should  so  long  behave  himself 
well  in  the  said  office."  The  tendency  of  my 
mind  now  is  to  believe  that  Congress  has  the 
power  to  create  judicial  offices  in  this  District 
for  a  period  less  than  good  behavior. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  So  far  as  regards  the 
appointment  of  justices  of  the  peace  in  this 
District,  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  ma^  be 
appointed  and  their  term  of  office  limited. 
The  Constitution  gives  Congress  exclusive 
power  of  legislation  over  this  District ;  that  is 
to  say,  all  the  power  which  over  the  people 
of  New  York  is  divided  between  the  Federal 
Government  and  the  State  government,  those 
two  powers,  Federal  and  State,  are  combined 
as  to  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  all  vested 
iu  Congress.  Justices  of  the  peace  were  offi- 
cers well  known  to  the  common  law  and  exist- 
ing in  every  Stale  of  the  Union  when  the  Con- 
stitution was  adopted.  They  are  hot  called 
judges ;  they  are  not  understood  to  be  judges, 
although  in  one  sense  they  are  judicial  officers. 
The  word  "judge"  here  undoubtedly  must  be 
construed  with  reference  to  the  clause  and  to 
the  other'branches  of  this  provision  : 

**The  Jadioial  pow«r  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
vested  in  one  Supremo  Court,  and  in  such  inferior 
oonrta  as  the  Ooiurrees  may  from  time  to  time  ordain 
and  establish.  The  judses,  both  of  the  Supreme 
and  inferior  oourts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during 
food  behavior,  and  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive 
for  their  servioes  a  compensation  which  shall  not  be 
diminished  dnrinff  their  eontinuanoe  in  office." 

The  Constitution  divides  the  powers  of  the 
General  Government  into  three  great  classes. 
There  is,  in  the  first  place,  the  legislative  power 


of  the  United  States,  which  varies  in  different 

places.     In  this  District  it  is  exclusive  of  all 

other  legislation ;  it  is  absolute,  save  as  limited 

by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.     Yet 

in  this  District  alt  the  limitations  of  a  general 

nature  which  belong  to  the  Constitution  restrain 

us.     For  instance,  turn  to  any  of  the  amt'nd 

ments  of  the  Constitution  to  illustrate  what  I 

mean: 

'*  Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  the  estab- 
lishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exer- 
cise thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech,  or 
of  the  press:  or  the  ri^ht  of  the  people  peaceably 
to  assemble,  and  to  petition  the  CTovernment  for  a 
redress  of  grievances." 

This  provision  applies  to  and  restricts  the 
legislative  power  of  Congress.  It  restricts  every 
exercise  of  legislative  power  by  Congress,  re- 
stricts Congress  as  much  when  legislating  for  the 
District  as  when  legislating  in  the  States.  In 
other  words,  it  is  a  restriction  upon  the  legis- 
lative power.  So  of  all  the  other  amendments 
to  the  Constitution,  every  one  of  them.  We 
cannot  take  away  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  in 
the  District  of  Columbia,  nor  put  a  man  for  the 
same  offense  twice  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb, 
nor  violate  any  other  of  the  general  restrictions 
which  the  Constitution  places  upon  the  power 
of  Congress.  Why  ?  because  it  is  Congress 
that  is  doing  this  thing,  and  the  Constitution 
says  Congress  shall  not  do  it. 

Now,  then,  come  to  the  judicial  power,  the 
third  division  made  by  the  Constiiutiou,  the 
first  being  the  legislative,  then  the  executive, 
and  then  the  judicial  power.     This  reads : 

"The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
vested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior 
oourts  as  the  Congress  may  from  time  to  tiire  ordain 
and  establish." 

Can  you  vest  any  judicial  power  in  anybody 
except  under  that  section  of  the  Constitution? 
Are  you  not  by  this  law  vesting  a  judicial  power 
in  this  tribunal?  Is  it  not  an  inferior  court,  to 
be  ordained  and  established  by  Congress? 
Certainly  it  is.  It  is  true  that  it  is  in  a  field  or 
territory  where  your  power  is  exclusive,  but  it 
is  not  less  the  power  of  Congress  that  is  being 
exercised  ;  and^  if  so.  then  the  other  provision 
of  the  Constitution,  tnat  the  judges  of  both  the 
Supreme  and  inferior  courts  shall  hold  their 
offices  during  good  behavior,  applies  to  every 
judge  of  every  court  which  Congress  may 
establish,  at  all  events  within  the  scope  and 
over  the  territory  contemplated  by  the  Consti- 
tution itself. 

I  know  the  fact  to  be  that  in  the  Territories 
Congress  has  established  courts  with  judges 
with  limited  terms — four  to  six  years.  There 
is  no  doubt  about  that.  If  that  can  be  main- 
tained at  all,  it  is  upon  the  ground  that  it  is  a 
subject  which  was  not  covered  by  the  Consti- 
tution, and  which  comes  by  necessity  within 
the  power  of  the  General  Government  to  reg- 
ulate by  legislation.  I  do  not  propose  to  go 
into  that  argument;  it  has  been  argued  a  great 
deal  in  the  Senate  and  in  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  in  other  places,  and  nobody  yet  has  been 
able  to  select  any  one  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion upon  which  he  could  get  any  ten  men  to 
^ee  where  the  power  to  legislate  over  the 
Territories  came  from.  But  that  I  am  not 
going  into.  This  District,  not  exceeding  ten 
miles  square,  which  was  to  be  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, was,  however,  a  part  of  the  territory 
which  the  Constitution  contemplated  shoula 
be  governed  by  Congress.  In  other  words, 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Federal  Government 
over  that  is  to  be  supreme;  the  legislative 
department  of  the  General  Government,  the 
executive  department  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  the  judicial  department  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  extend  over  this  District  to 
the  exclusion  of  those  branches  of  any  other 

f government,  and  extend  over  it  subject  to  the 
imitations  which  the  Constitution  places  upon 
B'ederal  power  whenever  and  wherever  exer- 
cised. 

For  these  reasons  it  seems  to  me  entirely 
clear  that  in  establishing  a  court  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  you  mast  do  it  under  the 
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provision  of  the  GoDstitulioQ  which  author- 
izes  Congress  to  establish  inferior  coarts  to 
exercise  the  judicial  power  of  the  Federal 
Government.  Your  judiciary  must  construe 
and  enforce  the  laws  of  your  Government. 
They  are  your  judicial  courts,  they  are  execut- 
ing your  will ;  they  are  construing  your  laws ; 
they  are  established  by  your  voice  ;  they  are 
paid  from  your  Treasury  ;  they  are  judges  of 
the  United  States.  They  ought,  therefore,  to 
come  within  this  provision  oi  the  Constitution 
which  is  applicable  to  every  judge  who  is  ex- 
ercising the  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States.  When  this  Cfonstitution  says  *Hhe 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
vested,  '^  kc,  it  means  all  the  judicial  power 
that  the  United  States  has  under  this  Consti- 
tution otherwise,  and  to  exclude  the  District 
of  Columbia  from  this  operation,  this  ^ould 
have  been,  **  all  judicial  power  of  the  United 
States,  except  in  places  over  which  the  United 
States  may  have  power  of  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion.''  We  have,  for  instance,  under  the  Con- 
stitution the  same  power  of  exclusive  legisla- 
tion over  lands  in  the  States  ceded  to  us  for 
purposes  of  arsenals  and  other  public  works 
with  the  consent  of  the  State.  But  in  every 
instance  where  the  power  exercised  was  con- 
templated by  the  Constitution,  and  is  a  part 
of  the  judicial  power  which  the  Constitution 
confers  upon  the  General  Government,  it 
must  be  executed  in  the  manner  provided  in 
the  Constitution  ;  that  is,  it  must  be  executed 
either  bjr  the  Supreme  Court  or  some  subor- 
dinate tribunal  to  be  established  by  Congress, 
and  the  judges  of  every  such  tribunal  must 
hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Now,  if  the  Senator  will 
allow  us  to  waive  the  constitutional  point  and 
adopt  this  amendment,  we  shall  be  very  glad 
to  do  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  will  allow  the  Sen- 
ator even  to  waive  the  Constitution.  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  am  quite  willing  that  an 
amendment  which  will  meet  the  Senator's 
views  shall  be  adopted,  and  that  is  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Maine,  and  fufther 
inserting,  instead  of  the  words  *Hhe  term 
of  six  years,"  the  words  *^ during  good 
behavior." 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  certainly  must  object 
to  allowing  justices  of  the  peace  and  police 
commissioners  to  be  appointed  during  good 
behavior  in  this  District,  because  the  whole 
duty  of  these  police  commissioners  is  to  super- 
sede a  lot  of  justices  of  the  peace,  and  super- 
sede the  present  police  court.  The  functions 
are  purely  local  and  insignificant  compara- 
tively, though  I  have  no  doubt  they  are  com- 
paratively important  locally.  A  certain 
amount  of  criminal  and  civil  jurisdiction  of  a 
limited  nature  is  conferred  upon  this  tribunal. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  It  is  made  a  court  of 
record. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  Just  as  our  probate 
court  in  Ohio  is  a  court  of  record.  A  dis- 
tinction has  been  made  always  between  ter- 
ritorial courts  and  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  where  they  are  exercising  jurisdiction 
within  the  States,  a  jurisdiction  coextensive 
with  the  United  States,  as  circuit  courts,  dis- 
trict courts,  and  the  Supreme  Court.  They  are 
courts  of  the  United  States  exercising  their 
power  within  a  State  where  there  is  another 
power  with  a  more  unlimited  jurisdiction.  But 
this  provision  of  the  Constitution  has  not  been 
held  to  apply  either  to  the  Territories  or  to  the 
District  of  Columbia.  Here  out  power  is  con- 
fessedly exclusive  ;  it  is  confessedly  absolute ; 
that  is,  we  have  in  this  District,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  same  power 
that  could  be  exercised  by  a  State  Legislature 
within  a  State.  Our  powers  are  general,  cov- 
ering any  class  of  questions  of  a  discretionary 
character;  and  therefore  the  judges  of  this 
District,  judges  whose  jurisdiction  is  local, 
not  within  the  limit  of  any  State,  and  judges 
within  the  Territories,  have  been  held  to  be 


within  the  power  of  Congress.  It  must  neces- 
sarily be  so.  The  judges  of  a  Territory  only 
hold  a  temporary  power,  a  temporarv  jurisdic- 
tion for  a  limited  time,  while  the  Territory  is 
passing  through  a  state  of  preparation.  When 
tire  State  is  organized,  then,  as  a  matter  of 
course,  the  judge  of  the  district  court  of  the 
United  States  must  hold  for  good  behavior 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  St&tes ; 
because  then  his  jurisdiction  becomes  general. 
But  a  police  judge  in  this  District  has  never 
been  held  to  be  a  judge  of  the  United  States. 

The  Senator  himself  admits  away  his  whole 
argument  by  saying  that  a  justice  of  the  peace 
may  be  appointed  in  this  District  for  a  limited 
term  of  three  years.  Why?  Does  the  Con- 
stitution makeany  distinction  between  a  judge 
of  a  court  of  record  and  a  judge  of  a  court  that 
is  not  of  record?  Not  at  all.  ^'  Inferior 
courts,"  is  the  language  of  the  Constitution, 
and  it  extends  to  all  judicial  tribunals,  notonly 
the  Supreme  Court,  but  all  inferior  courts. 
That  certainly  would  include  a  court  that  is 
not  a  court  of  record;  it  would  include  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace;  it  would  include  any  tri- 
bunal that  nas  judicial  powers,  that  passes 
upon  the  rights  of  citizens  or  the  crimes  of 
citizens.  The  justices  of  the  peace  in  this 
District  have  judicial  power;  they  are  inferior 
tribunals ;  thay  pass  upon  a  man  who  is  aiTCSted 
for  assault  and  battery ;  they  try  cases  where 
less  than  $100  is  involved  ;  they  have  judicial 
power;  they  are  inferior  tribunals,  and  yet 
thoy  are  not  courts  of  the  United  States. 

I  must  therefore  object  if  the  conscientious 
and  constitutional  scruples  of  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  are  to  compel  this  court  to  be 
made  of  five  judges,  to  hold  their  offices  for 
life  or  during  good  behavior,  when  they  are 
merely  appointed  for  the  subordinate  duties  of 
police  regulation.  It  seems  to  me  that  while 
the  Senator  from'South  Carolina  is  desirous  to 
pass  his  bill,  he  is  yielding  a  point  of  vital im- 

Eortance.  I?he8e  inferior  officers  ought  not  to 
old  their  offices  for  more  than  three  years,  in 
my  judgment,  or  at  the  most  four  years.  Men 
will  be  appointed  without  established  reputa- 
tions. 1  remember,  as  one  of  the  first  acts  of 
the  war — the  Senator  from  Illinois  will  prob- 
ably rememl^er — that  it  was  necessary  here  to 
legislate  to  reorganize  the  courts  of  this  Dis- 
trict, in  order  to  get  rid  of  a  judge  once  who 
was  holding  office  here. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  You  can  do  that  at 
any  time. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  He  was  appointed  under 
a  law  by  which  he  held  for  good  behavior.  I 
think  it  has  not  been  held  in  any  case,  cer- 
tainly not  in  any  case  tried  in  the  courts,  that 
the  judges  of  this  District  or  judges  of  the 
Territories  are  judges  of  the  courts  of  the 
United  Su:;te8.  The  distinction  is  made  for 
the  simple  reason  that  within  a  State  our  juris- 
diction is  limited  expressly  to  certain  defined 
powers ;  within  this  District  our  jurisdiction 
18  unlimited. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  My  friend  wUl  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him.  That  does  not  go  to  the 
quality  of  the  court,  whether  it  is  a  Federal 
court  or  not ;  it  goes  to  the  extent  of  its  pow- 
ers. Here  in  the  District  the  Federal  courts 
have  all  subjects  committed  to  them;  in  the 
States  they  have  only  certain  subjects  com- 
mitted to  them,  but  one  is  as  much  a  court 
of  the  United  States  as  the  other. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  This  is  not ''  the  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States ' '  which  is  exer- 
cised only  within  the  States.  Here  we  have 
the  same  power  that  the  Legislature  of  a  State 
would  have. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  But  still  Federal  pow- 
ers,  because  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  confers  them  upon  us. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  There  is  a  distinction 
between  the  power  of  this  Government  exer- 
cised in  States  and  the  power  of  this  Govern- 
ment exercised  in  this  District.  Where  is  the 
warrant  of  law  for  passing  the  various  bills  we 
pass  in  regard  to  this  District?    It  grows  out 


of  that  clause  of  the  CoostitQtbn  vbid  r 
to  us  exclusive  jarisdiction  in  thi^  D..- 
and   that  clause   itself  draws  the  disi^ 
between   our  power  in  the  District  as*: 
power  in  the  States.     But  I  do  oot  w--: 
argue  this  matter.     I  only  wiih  to  s&t  *u 
the  constitutional  scruples  of  the  Senii- r  - 
Wisconsin  make  him  oppose  this  bill  r 
these  judges  are  appointed  for  life  o; ; 
behavior,  in  my  jadgment  we  oagbi  -. 
organize  a  court  of  that  kind  haTiog  kk: 
jurisdiction  and  authorize  the  judgf^  t:^  ■ 
their  offices  during  life  beyond  thi>  iv& . 
any  power  except  the  power  of  impeset: 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  not  detain  ih.  ^: 
ate,  but  I  think  there  is  a  wide  dietii- 
between  the  power  exercised  byihe  C.  . 
States  in  organizing  coarts  in  the  Terr..' *> 
and  in  this  District  from  what  ihene  i- 
organizing  a  court  of  the  United  Stiie^.  h- 
language  of  the  Constitution  is: 

** The  jadioial  power  of  the  United  Staler  .'t. .  - 
vested  in  one  Supreme  Ooartk  aod  ia  Meh  b:. :  • 
courts  as  the  Congress  may,  from  time  t«  .£« 
ordain  and  establish." 

That  is  *'  the  judicial  power  of  th«  U  -: 
StPtes.''     It  is  admitted   that  in  the  ler 
tories  the  courts   there  organized  tit  . 
courts  of  the  United  States.    Tbe  Sarr^s' 
Court  of  the  United  States  has  90  k43  ^• 
quently,  and  in    a  recent  case  psniav 
which  is  only  a  reiteration  of  what  tbtrj  'S^ 
held  a  dozen  times.    It  comes  under  ibe  yi^ 
of  the  United  States  to  govern  the  Tern v  -- 
and  they  establish  courts  that  are  cot  cc.fi 
of  the  United  States  at  all.    The  direct  ^set 
tion  was  raised  in  the  Supreme  Coon  tii_ 
-being  a  judicial  power,  and  it  being  •in 
the  territorial  limits    of  the  Uniied  Sia^ 
therefore  when  a  judge  was  appoiated  hr  m 
appointed  for  life  in  the  Territories,  kit 
McLean,  of  Ohio,  dissented  from  tbe  m^r.  r 
of  the  court  in  the  Minnesota  case,  oi  ".^ 
ground  that  all  the  power  the  United  Sut»bi 
to   establish    courts    anywhere   was  den^- 
from  this  clause  of  the  ConstitatioQ,  ud  tb 
required  them  to  hold  during  good  bebsTi.t 
The  majority  of  the  court,  however,  held  :b: 
the  power  was  not  derived  from  xbia  clas^?' 
the  Constitution  to  establish  jodjciai  o^^"-^ 
and,  therefore,  Congress  could  liminhe  te:2 
for  four  years  or  the  President  could  retEiT* 

As  far  as  the  Territories  are  coD«fn«4 
legislation  of  this  kind  woald  certaiaij  he  i: 
accordance  with  usage  for  many  years  scj* 
sustained  by  decisions  of  the  SupreajeCc*- 
Now  a  distinction  is  sought  lo  be  m&di  » 
tween  the  Territories  and  this  District  r 
the  power  to  govern   this  District  h  ^^' 
exclusively  vested  in  Congress  tban  the  po'^ 
to  govern   the  Territories,  1  am  not  able  k 
make  the  distinction.     1  cannot  "oderst^ 
why  the  power  here  is  any  more  absolaietM^ 
it  IS  there.     On  the  contrary,  thereawn'tj 
they  drew  the  distinction  and  decUred  1» 
the  term  might  be  limited  in  the  \^^'^ 
being  under  the  jurisdiction  of  tbe  i^^ 
States,  was  because  that  jurisdiction  »»««* 
elusive,  and  because  there  was  no  St*^^^ 
diction  to  interfere  with  it    The  »o«f^ 
would  apply  here.     I  cannot  see  an/  flJ>'»; 
tion  at  all.     Congress  haviuj  tbe  ab^^'^f 
power  here,  this  is  not  one  of  ibe  conrtj  <^ 
the  United  States  contemplated  by  tbatc^^ 
of  the  Constitution  any  more  than  » coon  » 
the  Territories. 


Mr.  COLE.     It  seems  to  me  verf 


ofcrwc-* 


that  we  cannot  get  through  with  this  Wl 
day.     We  have  launched  on  tbe  w^'""^!^ 
sea  of  constitutional  law,  and  there  is  oo  ^ 
when  debate  on  that  subject  will  en<l.  »^ 
we  had  better  proceed  with  the  co°9d««l 
of  the  deficiency  bill,  and  Buvh  thii  «P  "^ 
aflernoon.  .   j  y 

Mr.  SAWYER.     Today  was  *J^^^^. 
bills  from  the  District  of  Colaobi* 
mittee. 

Mr.  COLE.     One  hour.  . 

Mr.  SAWYER.    The  day  was  •««» 


872. 
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ills  from  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
olumbia,  and  I  think  it  very  strange  that 
le  Senator  from  Californiaf  though  I  know 
is  devotion  to  his  dnty  as  chairman  of  the 
omiuittee  on  Appropriations^  shoald  try  to 
isplace  that  committee  at  this  time.  There 
I  certainly  one  bill  after  this  that  ooght  to  be 
oDsidered  to-day,  and  1  am  satisfied  we  can 
asa  this  bill  in  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
:^e  on  the  District  of  Columbia  finished  the 
ilU  ill  his  immediate  charge  within  the  time 
e  specified ;  that  is,  within  an  hour  from  the 
ime  he  commenced  this  morning;  and  I  sup- 
osed  those  were  about  all  the  bills  from  the 
ommittee. 

.  Mr.  SUMNER.  I  will  remind  the  Senator 
&at  there  is  still  another  bill^  which  I  had  the 
;oiior  of  reporting,  and  which  we  expect  to 
ave  considered. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  committee  has  passed  a 
:ood  many  bills  to-day. 

M r.  S U MNE R.  Bat  this  day  was  set  a.part 
or  this  committee,  and  why  does  my  friend 
ry  to  defeat  the  assignment  that  was  made  ? 

Mr.  COLE.  To  be  sure  it  was  assigned, 
>ut  always,  as  the  Senator  will  remember, 
vith  the  understanding  that  the  appropria- 
iou  bills  were  to  be  considered  when  there 
vas  any  running  over  of  the  time.  I  am  not 
iisposed  to  crowd  the  District  Committee, 
>ut  if  this  bill  be  not  disposed  of  immediately 
[  shall  be  compelled  to  interpose  a  motion. 
!>f  course  I  shall  be  ^lad  to  have  it  disposed 
if  J  but  if  it  cannot  be  in  a  short  time,  I  think 
iie  Senate  had  beater  proceed  with  the  appro- 
priation bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  California  make  any  motion  ? 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  trust  the  Senator  will  not. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  merely  wish 
:o  make  a  remark  on  this  question.  I  do  not 
^ee  the  constitutional  ditficulty  which  has 
been  suggested  here. 

Mr.  COLE.  If  the  Senator  rises  to  debate 
that  question 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Certainly,  that 
is  the  subject  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  speaking  of  the  subject 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  shall  not  oc- 
cupy more  than  a  minute  or  two. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  yield  to  the  Senator; 
but  I  hope  that  we  shall  get  through  with  this 
bill  in  a  few  moments. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  think,  per- 
haps, my  suggestion  may  relieve  the  question 
of  the  difficulty,  and  we  can  go  on  with  the  bill. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  constitutional  difficulty 
which  has  been  suggested  exists.  That  opinion 
of  course  I  express  with  great  deference  to  the 
opinion  of  others.  The  Constitution  is  formed 
for  a  Federal  Government.  Jt  is  formed  for 
the  purpose  of  administering  the  laws  in  har- 
oioiiy  with  the  State  laws,  and  subordinate  to 
those  rights  which  are  reserved  to  the  States. 
The  whole  Constitution,  in  my  opinion,  is 
drawn  in  reference  to  that  Federal  character 
of  legislation,  and  to  the  exercise  of  govern- 
mental powers. 

When,  however,  the  Constitution  puts  this 
ten  miles  square  under  the  government  of  Con- 
gress, it  puts  it  under  the  municipal  govern- 
ment of  Uongress,  an  entirely  different  kind  of 
government,  a  different  exercise  of  power ;  and 
i  find  that  that  is  the  view  which  has  oeen  taken 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 
They  make  just  that  distinction  which  I  have 
suggested.  This  question  came  up  before  the 
Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of  Benner  vs.  Porter, 
(9  Howard,)  244,  where  Justice  Nelson  uses 
ibis  language: 

"Congrws  must  not  only  ordain  and  establish  in- 
ferior coarts  within  a  State  and  prescribe  the  Juris- 
diction,  but  the  judges  appointed  to  administer 
them  mast  possess  the  constitutional  tenure  of  office 
before  they  can  become  invested  with  any  portion 
of  the  judicial  power  of  the  Union.  There  is  no 
exception  to  this  rale  in  the  Constitution.  The  ter- 
ritorial courts,  therefore,  were  not  coarts  in  which 
the  judicial  power  conferred  by  theCoostitution  on 


the  Federal  Government  could  be  deposited.  They 
were  incapable  of  receiving  it,  as  the  tenure  of  the 
incumbents  was  but  four  years.  Neither  were  they 
organised  by  Oon^ress  under  the  Constitution.as  they  : 
were  invested  with  powers  and  jarisdiction  which 
that  power  was  incapable  of  conferring  upon  a  court 
within  the  limits  of  a  State." 

I  think  the  same  distinction  runs  between 
the  Federal  courts  in  the  States  and  the  courts 
established  by  Congress  in  the  Territories,  for 
the  reason  which  is  given  by  Justice  Nelson  in 
this  opinion. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  hope  we  shall  now  have 
a  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  What  is  the 
amendment? 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  amendment  is  in 
section  four,  lines  two  and  three,  to  strike  out 
the  words  *' shall  be  selected  from  the  mem- 
bers of  -the  bar  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  suggest  that  four  years 
is  long  enough  for  these  persons  to  hold  office. 
Six  years  is  too  long  a  time  to  put  a  man  in 
office.  I  therefore  move,  if  it  is  in  order,  to 
amend  the  amendment  in  section  four,  line 
three,  by  striking  out  **six"  and  inserting 
'^  four,"  so  as  to  make  the  term  four  years. 
That  is  long  enough. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  made.  Six  years  is  the  term  of  a 
Senator,  and  I  think  a  judge  should  hold  his 
office  at  least  as  long. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  ask  the  Secretary  to  read 
the  firstportion  of  the  section  as  it  now  stands. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sec.  4.  That  the  judges  shall  bold  office  for  the 
term  of  four  years,  one  of  whom  shall  be  designated 
in  his  commission  as  the  presiding  judge. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  That  is  all  I  desire  to  have 
read. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  If  the  Senator  from  Del- 
aware will  allow  me  a  moment,  it  is  not  very 
good  English  as  it  reads  now:  ''that  the  judges 
shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  four  years,  one 
of  whom  shall  be  designated  in  his  commis- 
sion as  the  presiding  judge."  I  suggest  that 
the  language  be  changed  so  as  to  read,  "  and 
one  of  them  shall  be  designated  in  his  com- 
mission as  the  presiding  judge."  It  is  a  mere 
verbal  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  amend- 
ment will  be  considered  as  agreed  to  if  there 
be  no  objection.     It  is  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  After  the  word ''judges," 
in  the  first  line  of  that  section,  I  move  to 
insert  the  words  "shall  be  persons  learned 
in  the  law,  and ;"  so  that  it  will  read : 

That  the  Judges  shall  bo  persons  learned  in  the 
law,  and  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  four 
years,  &o. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  will  only  remark  that 
there  seems  to  be  a  limitation  upon  the  appoint- 
ing power. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  There  ought 
to  be. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  no  doubt  about 
it;  but  then  we  have  been  reminded  here 
that  we  could  not  put  any  limitation  upon 
the  appointing  power. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  and  others.     Oh,  no. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  It  has  been  argued  here 
that  we  could  not  require  that  the  judge 
should  be  a  member  of  the  bar  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia.  I  think  that  one  limit- 
ation is  just  as  constitutional  as  the  other, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  that  both  are  constitu- 
tional. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  appointing  power  is 
created  by  this  bill,  and  I  see  no  reason  why 
the  discretion  should  not  be  imposed  upon  the 
power  at  the  time  you  create  it.  Certainly 
Congress  in  exercising  the  thorough  jurisdic- 


tion given  to  it  by  the  Constitution,  exclusive 
jurisdiction  in  all  cases  whatsoever  in  ref- 
erence to  the  legislation  of  this  District,  can 
circumscribe  the  appointing  power.  You  may 
accompany  that  grant  with  any  condition,  and 
there  could  be  no  condition  more  wholesome 
than  the  one  I  have  proposed ;  which  is  ore 
made  in  the  interest  especially  of  the  ignorant, 
the  poor,  and  the  helpless,  that  when  they  are 
to  seek  the  benefit  of  the  laws,  they  shuU  at 
least  have  them  interpreted  by  men  who  have 
some  knowledge  of  them,  and  not  have  the 
scandals  in  the  shape  of  judicial  performance 
which  this  District  has  so  constantly  witnessed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Delaware. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  have  not  the  slight- 
est desire  to  delay  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and 
I  shall  not  make  myself  miserable  whether  it 
passes  in  one  form  or  the  other ;  but  inasmuch 
as  this  constitutional  question  has  been  raised 
here,  it  is  due  to  the  Constitution,  to  which  I 
continue,  and  shall  continue  to  pay  a  passing 
respect,  that  the  point  should  not  pass  without 
at  least  some  man's  stating  it  for  the  benefit 
of  the  antiquarian  of  the  next  generation. 
[Laughter.]  I  refer  now  to  the  case  of  Mar- 
bury  v^.  Madison,  (1  Oranch,  187,)  which  arose, 
as  the  Senate  will  recollect,  upon  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  District 
of  Columbia.  Nobody  questioned  that  he  was 
a  judicial  officer  of  the  United  States;  nobody 
questioned  that  his  appointment  was  regulated 
by  the  provisions  oi  the  Constitution  which 
applied  to  the  appointing  power  of  officers  of 
the  United  States ;  and  Chief  Justice  Mar- 
shall thus  states  the  provisions  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  law  which  are  applicable  to  the 
case,  being  the  Appointment  or  a  justice  of  the 
peace  in  the  District  of  Columbia : 

*'  The  second  section  of  the  second  article  of  the 
Constitution  declares  that  'the  PrMident shall  nom- 
inate, and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  appoint  embassadors,  other  public 
ministers  and  consuls,  and  all  other  officers  of  the 
United  States  whose  appointments  are  not  otherwise 
provided  for.' 

'*  The  third  section  declares  that  '  he  shall  com- 
mission all  the  officers  of  the  United  States.' 

"An  act  of  Congress  directs  the  Secretary  of  State 
to  keep  the  seal  of  the  United  States ;  '  to  make  out 
and  record  and  affix  the  said  seal  to  all  civil  com- 
missions to  officers  of  the  United  States,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  by  and  with  the  consent 
of  the  Senate,  or  by  the  President  alone:  Provided, 
That  the  said  seal  shall  not  be  affixed  to  any  com- 
mission before  the  same  shall  have  been  signed  by 
the  President  of  the  United  States.' 

"These  are  the  clauses  of  the  Constitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States  which  affeot  this  part  of 
the  case.  They  seem  to  contemplate  three  distinct 
operations; 

"1.  The  nomination.  This  is  the  sole  act  of  the 
President,  and  is  completely  voluntary. 

"2.  The  appointment.  This  is  also  the  act  of  the 
President,  and  is  also  a  voluntary  act.  though  it  can 
only  be  performed  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate. 

"  3.  The  commission.  To  grant  a  commission  to  a 
person  appointed  might,  perhaps,  be  deemed  a  duty 
enjoined  by  the  Constitution.  *Ue  shall.'  says  that 
instrument,  'commission  a^l  the  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.'" 

That  case  proceeded  from  beginning  to  end 
upon  the  theory  that  a  justice  of  the  peace  of 
the  District  of  Columbia  was  a  justice  of  the 
peace  for  the  United  States ;  that  in  his  office 
he  exercised  the  power  of  the  United  States, 
and  nobody  questioned  it.  The  Chief  Justice 
says  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  appli- 
cable to  this  subject  is  that  the  President  shall 
nominate  and  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
Senate  appoint  all  officers  of  the  United  States. 
That  section  would  have  no  application  to  the 
case  whatever  if  the  provision  as  to  legisla- 
tion over  this  District  being  exclusive^  over- 
rode the  Constitution  in  all  its  other  provisions. 
Congress  might  provide  that  these  judges 
should  be  appointed  by  the  marshal  of  the 
District  or  by  anybody  else  if  our  power  is 
absolute.  The  Constitution  provides  how  Con- 
gress shall  exercise,  and  how  the  Uuited  Statea 
shall  exercise  every  particle  of  power  which 
is  conferred  upon  it ;  and  whether  that  power 
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be  excIa8i?eY  as  over  the  District  of  Columbia^ 
or  restricted  to  certain  subjects,  as  in  the 
States,  makes  no  difference  with  the  natnre  of 
the  power,  nor  the  origin  and  authority  of  it. 
When  a  man  is  sent  to  jail  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  he  is  sent  by  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  as  well  as  when  he  is  sent  to  jail 
from  the  city  of  Milwaukee  by  the  district 
court  of'  the  United  States,  or  in  a  Territory. 
In  each  and  every  instance  the  United  States 
condemn  the  man  for  violating  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  it  is  the  judicial  power  of 
the  United  States  that  sends  him  to  prison, 
and  that  power  can  only  be  exercised  by  the 
judges  ot  the  United  States. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  ask  my  friend 
for  information  whether  in  that  case  to  which 
he  has  referred  it  was  a  life  appointment? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  No,  sir.  It  was  for 
six  years,  which  I  think  sustains  precisely  the 
distinction  that  I  made  in  the  outset  between 
a  justice  of  the  peace  and  judges  of  courts  of 
record ;  and  as  that  calls  my  attention  to  it, 
let  me  return  for  one  moment  to  that.  The 
honorable  Senator  from  Ohio,  not  now  in  his 
seat,  says  that  I  concede  away  the  whole  argu- 
ment when  I  say  a  justice  of  the  peace  may  be 
appointed  for  a  limited  term.  Why,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, this  Constitution  is  to  be  construed  as  it 
was  understood : 

"  The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be 
▼ested  in  one  Supreme  Court,  and  in  such  inferior 
courts  as  the  Conffress  may  from  time  to  time  ordain 
and  establish.  The  jadxes.  both  of  the  Supreme  and 
Inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good 
b/Bhavior,"  &o. 

Suppose  that  provision  was  in  any  State  con- 
stitution ;  would  anybody  understand  that  it 
reached  a  justice  of  the  peace?  Not  at  all. 
Justices  of  the  peace  are  not  called  courts. 
They  are  judicial  officers  in  a  certain  sense. 
They  are  rather  police  officers  than  judicial 
officers,  but  they  are  never  styled  nor  regarded 
within  the  classification  of  courts.  That  is 
always  confined  to  courts  of  record.  This  bill 
does  notcreatethe  office  of  iusticeof  the  peace. 
It  creates  a  court  of  record  and  gives  it  civil 
and  criminal  jurisdiction,  provides  that  it  shall 
have  a  seal,  shall  punish  for  contempt,  and 
do  all  the  things  which  any  other  United 
States  court  of  record  can  do. 

Now  1  have  said  all  I  care  to  say  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  have  not  the  slightest  anxiety  whether 
the  bill  fail  or  pass. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  wish  to  move  an  amend- 
ment in  section  two,  line  seven,  on  the  first 
page  of  the  bill.     The  clause  now  reads : 

The  bailiffs  shall  be  appointed  by  the  United 
States  marshal  for  the  Distnot  of  Columbia. 

1  move  to  strike  out  the  words  *' United 
States  marshal  for  the  District  of  Columbia'' 
and  insert  the  word  ''court." 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Now,  I  hope  the  bill  will 
be  put  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  move  to  amend  the  bill 
on  page  6,  section  eleven,  by  striking  out  all 
of  that  section  down  to  and  including  the  word 
''defense,"  in  line  eight.  It  provides  for  a 
very  loose  system,  if  system  it  can  be  called, 
of  pleadings,  which  is  fully  satisfied  by  section 
seventeen,  on  page  9  of  the  bill.  Section 
seventeen  provides — 

That  the  rules  and  practice  of  the  supremecourt 
of  the  District  of  Columbia  shall  govern  the  con- 
duct of  cases  in  the  municijial  court  when  applica- 
ble and  not  inconsistent  with  this  act  or  the  rules 
prescribed  in  pursuance  thereof. 

This  eleventh  section  provides  for  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  parties,  which  is  not  at  all 
necessary  to  be  provided  for  in  this  way  if  you 
have  the  rules  of  the  supreme  court  to  guide 
them.    And  also  that—* 

The  parties  may  plead  as  in  other  cases.  The 
docket  shall  show  the  substance  of  the  pleadings, 
and  no  particular  form  of  pleadings  shall  be  re- 
quired, but  they  shall  substantially  state  the  cause 
of  action  and  grounds  of  defense. 

Now,  when  it  is  considered  that  you  have  by 
the  seventeenth  section  provided  that  the  rules 


and  practice  in  pleadings  shall  be  the  same  as 
in  the  supreme  court  of  the  District,  which  are 
already  well  known  and  perfectly  established, 
and  when  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  is 
the  court  of  direct  appeal  from  this  court,  it 
will  easily  be  seen  that  it  would  be  very  un- 
wise to  establish  a  system  of  pleadings  or  rules 
of  practice  for  the  inferior  court  that  would 
be  very  different  from  those  of  the  court  of 
appeal.  Therefore  it  is  that  I  suggest  the 
amendment  I  have  moved. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  to  the 
amendment,  which  was  on  poj^e  6,  section 
eleven,  after  the  word  "that,"  in  line  one,  to 
strike  out  the  following  words : 

Parties  may  appear  in  person  or  by  attorney,  and, 
upon  the  appearance  of  the  defendant,  he  shall  an- 
swer the  plaintifrs  complaint  within  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  the  rules  of  the  court,  and  the  parties  may 
plead  as  in  other  cases.  The  docket  shall  show  the 
substance  of  the  pleadings,  and  no  particular  form 
of  pleadings  shall  be  required,  but  they  shall  sub- 
stantially state  the  cause  of  action  and  grounds  of 
defense. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Another  amendment  strikes 
me  as  being  necessary.  In  the  same  section 
H  is  provided  that — 

In  actions  arising  out  of  contract,  if  the  complain- 
ant or  his  agent  or  attorney  shall  have  filed,  at  the 
time  of  bringing  his  action,  an  affidavit  setting  out 
distinctly  his  cause  of  action  and  the  sum  be  claims 
to  be  due,  exclusive  of  all  set-offs  and  just  grounds 
of  defense,  and  a  copy  thereof  has  been  served  with 
the  summons,  he  shall  be  entitled  to  judgment  for 
the  amount  so  claimed,  with  interest  and  costs, 
unless  the  defendant  or  attorney  shall  file  with  his 
answer  an  affidavit  of  defense  denying  the  right  of 
the  complainant  to  the  whole  or  some  specified  part 
of  his  claim,  and  statinir  also,  in  precise  and  distinct 
terms,  the  grounds  of  his  defense. 

I  propose  to  restrict  that  right  to  take  judg- 
ment ex  parte  upon  an  affidavit  so  filed  by 
striking  out  the  words  "  out  of  contract," 
and  inserting  the  words  "upon  bills,  notes, 
bonds,  mortgages,  and  other  instruments  in 
writing  for  the  payment  of  money  or  for  the 
recovery  of  book  accounts." 

All  these  actions  are  brought  for  some 
certain  and  calculable  arithmetical  amount, 
whereas 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suggest  to  say  "  contracts  in 
writing." 

Mr.  BAYARD.  That  would  not  be  quite 
the  restriction  I  desire.  The  contract  in  writ- 
ing might  be  a  building  contract,  upon  which 
an  exceedingly  complicated  class  of  questions, 
generally  recognized  in  actions  of  covenant, 
would  arise,  cases  of  an  exceedingly  difficult 
character  to  ascertain,  which  would  require 
always  the  intervention  of  a  jury  in  order  to 
get  at  the  amount.  I  wish  to  exclude  cases 
of  that  kind,  and  to  bring  it  to  operate  upon 
what  you  may  term  cases  of  ordinary  mercan- 
tile contracts  such  as  I  have  specifiea.  There- 
fore I  have  proposed  the  amendment  to  strike 
out  the  woiyls  "  out  of  contract,"  in  the  eighth 
line,  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  words 
"upon  bills,  notes,  bonds,  mortgages,  and 
other  instruments  in  writing  for  the  payment 
of  money  or  for  the  recovery  of  book 
accounts.*' 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  my 
friend  from  Delaware  what  will  then  be  the 
remedy  of  the  party  who  brings  his  suit  upon 
a  contract  if  the  adverse  party  will  not  appear? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Then  I  presume  he  can 
obtain  his  judgment  by  default  if  the  defend- 
ant is  summoned  in  the  ordinary  way.  The 
rules  of  pleading  will  not  provide  for  that 
if  the  parly  is  brought  into  court.  This  is 
a  section  which  provides  for  a  summary  judg- 
ment, a  judgment  without  a  hearing,  and 
no  doubt  there  are  cases  in  which  it  should 
be  granted,  because  the  delay  of  a  litiga- 
tion where  the  party  has  no  defense  is  cer- 
tainly not  a  delay  in  the  furtherance  of  jus- 
tice. But  where  you  have  your  rules  of 
pleading,  which  are  now  establised  by  the  bill 
and  to  be  found  in  the  seventeenth  section, 
provided  to  be  the  same  as  those  which  obtain 
m  the  supreme  court  of  the  District,  if  a  party 


is  brought  into  coart  by  process  and  b«s:; : 
make  (&faalt  either  in  appearMiee  ot  n\, 
matter  of  pleading  reqairea  by  lav.  tke    _ 
ment  by  default  would  be  regularly  ob%i^ 
This  would  give  the  party  the  ri^ht  to  c ;  i 
judgment  for  want  of  an  affidavit  of  c«'-.- 
for  an  amount  that  is  reasonable,  caLrs.^' 
and  I  have  illustrated  it.  ^   Say  there  is  » c 
tract  in  writing  for  building  a  row  of  b--  - 
in  regard  to  which  the  defense  soay  be  : 
conaplicated  nature ;  in  sach  a  ca&e  as  tfii:  -^   . 
plaintiff  might  consider  himself  daBBifiri.:  .  \ 
very  great  extent,  his  dsunage  being  basK.  > 
a  thousand  items.     I  woald  ezdnde  th^  tua- 
because  I  think  such  jadgments  should   =. 
be  obtained  by  the  intervention  of  a  jarj,  ti 
should  not  be  made  the  sal^ect  of  Eis=«r 
demand  for  which  judgment  should  be  i^*- 
upon  ex  parte  affidavits.     It  will  leaW  _^ 
party  in  all  this  class  of  mercantile  cm t^^ 
that  I  have  included  in   my  amendmest «- ; 
tied  to  judgment  for  the  want  of  an  h&^^T 
of  defense.     In  other  cases,  i^ald  uic^  i- 
default,  the  party  will  obtain  jodgneat  Bn>- 
the  rules  of  the  court  relating  to  deliu^  _ 


Mr.  SAMLIN.   I  have  listened  toth^^i 

flanation  of  the  Senator  from  Dekwarir.ft:: 
confess  I  now  fail  to  see  the  necesatj  ..i  ^> 
amendment  which  he  has  proposed;  laiy 
1  think  the  amendment  which  he  has  propci^: 
will  cover  very  nearly  aU  of  the  casek  u^ 
do  not  know  that  it  is  objecUonable.    Ii  i.>- 
seem  to  me,  however,  if  the  word  "  ccr-r^r 
were  to  stand,  substantial  jasti(«  vuu^  > 
reached  by  the  rules  of  the  coart,  sad  i^ai » 
it  now  stands  in  terms  it  oolv  i4>plies  to  si. 
actions  as  are  defaulted  in  the  r^uUr  eo;.-  * 
under  the  rules  of  the  conrC     But  if  i:  vl 
make  the  bill  any  more  palatable  to  the  St: 
ator  I  shall    interpose   no   objection  w  s^ 
amendment. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  amendment  that  I  ^ 
pose  has  been  found  to  work  well  in  the  omi 
where  I  have  had  personal  knowledge  ^'  t-i 
proceedings. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendmest  mt 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.    There  is  mn  ameodsf' 
which  I  think  should  be  made  in  the  (ssr 
teenth  section,  lines    four   and    ^y^     Jti^ 
section  now  reads: 

That  if  it  appear  in  any  aetioa  iMlitated  W-^ 
the  municipal  oourt  at  any  time  preecdias  tri&  v 
the  pleadiuBS.  or  if  it  appear  from  the  eTidcact  > 
either  party  on  the  trial  that  the  title  to  laadi  i:  ii 
question,  which  title  is  dispatad  by  the  other  isenr 
the  jndse  shall  immediately  make  an  entry  ihert^ 
upon  the  docket. 

And  dismiss  the  suit.  This  bill  has  iea 
prior  section  deprived  this  coart  of  juri^die 
tion  in  matters  touching  the  title  to  real  essire 
That  having  been  done,  it  occurs  to  me  it  j 
not  necessary  to  retain  the  words  in  this  9e^ 
tion,  **  which  title  is  disputed  by  the  ode: 
party,''  because  if  at  any  stage  or  in  any  var 
It  should  appear  that  the  title  to  land  is  in  <r» 
pute,  that  of  itself  would  destroy  and  ta^ 
from  the  court  its  jurisdiction,  no  matter  vbe: 
that  was  discovered,  and  I  do  not  thiok  l*. 
ought  to  rest  upon  the  fact  of  the  party  dis- 
covering it  himself  and  then  disputing  it  Tbe 
court  itself  never  should  have  the  jurisdictiso. 
and  originally  it  was  not  intended.  1  xhett 
fore  move  to  strike  out  in  the  fonrth  and  fifi 
lines  the  words  "  which  tide  is  dispated  bf 
the  other  party.'* 

The    amendment    to  the  amendment  vif 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.    There  is  an  amendment  ie 

the  eighteenth  section,   line  three,  whiek  I 

should  like  to  make.    After  the  word  '*  inlbrv 

ation,"  I  propose  to   insert  the  words  '^'bj 

indictment  previously  found  by  a  grand  jaiy.' 

The  bill  as  it  now  stands  provides : 

That  the  oroseontion  of  erimlnal  eases  b«!c!t 
the  municipal  court  shall  be  by  the  attorney  oftbf 
United  States  for  the  Pistriot  of  ColamhiA.  by  ii- 
formation  on  oomplaint.  under  oath,  withoat  t£« 
intervention  of  a  Jury. 

That  I  would  object  to.    Thine  certaiBl; 
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bould  be  a  control  over  the  oriminal  justice 
»f  aii^  community.  It  should  not  be  left  in 
be  discretion  of  any  one  without  responsibil- 
ty  to  make  charges  upon  information  which 
rould  subject  any  one  to  prosecution.  There 
ertainly  should  be  the  protection  of  an  official 
inding  of  cause  of  complaint,  or  the  person 
7ho  presents  the  complaint  should  have  official 
esponsibility.  This  bill  as  it  now  stands  gives 
be  power  of  information  without  limit  to  any- 
body, no  matter  how  irresponsible  or  charac- 
erlesB,  to  assail  the  character  or  rights  of  any 
»ther  person.  There  certainly  should  be  some 
»roteciiou  thrown  in  here ;  and,  therefore,  I 
oove  to  strike  out  in  lines  three  and  four  the 
vords  "by  information  on  complaint,  under 
»ath,  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury,''  and 
iisert  the  words  "by  indictment  previously 
bund  by  a  grand  jury." 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  wish  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  if  his  amendment 
bould  bQ  adopted  would  it  not  place  this  court 
n  the  position  of  compelling  an  inquest  by  the 
^rand  jury  in  every  litUe  petit  larceny,  every 
issault  and  battery,  and  every  little  offense 
bat  roay  be  committed  here?  I  do  not  know, 
'.  cannot  learu  precisely  by  the  terms  of  this 
>ill,  I  have  only  run  it  over  hastily,  what  will 
>e  the  jurisdiciion  of  this  court.  I  assume, 
lowever,  that  it  will  have  jurisdiction  of  all 
natters  below  those  which  are  intrusted  to  the 
lupreme  court  of  the  District.  This  bill 
ibolishes  in  terms  the  jurisdiction  of  all  the 
justices  of  the  peace  in  all  petit  larcenies, 
assaults  and  batteries,  and  those  little  matters 
vill  necessarily  go  to  this  court.  If  they  are 
ill  to  be  first  presented  to  a  grand  jury,  and 
he  court  is  only  to  take  jurisdiction  of  them 
ifter  bills  have  been  found,  it  will  certainly 
mpose  a  burden  upon  the  court  which  I  think 
.he  Senator  does  not  desire,  and  which  would 
-ender  it  almost  inoperative.  I  should  like 
:o  know  what  the  Senator's  views  are  in  rela- 
;ion  10  thatve-v  point. 

Mr.  SAWYEIi.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  this  bill  abolishes  the  police  court  and  the 
justices  of  the  peace,  that  this  will  be  the  low- 
est crimmal  court  we  shall  have  in  the  District 
>f  Columbia,  if  the  bill  should  become  a  law, 
ind  it  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  have  Bome 
20urt  here  which  can  try  the  thousand  petty 
ziises  that  arise  in  a  city  of  the  population  of 
Washington  without  going  through  the  form 
^f  an  indictment  by  a  greud  jury.  I  trust  the 
Senator's  amendment  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  This  bill  gives  this 
:ourt  jurisdiction  of  certain  offenses  which  no 
□aaii  ought  to  be  arraigned  upon  and  subjected 
Lo  tiial  lor,  without  having  an  indictment  tbnnd 
igainst  him  by  a  grand  jury.  Among  other 
sases  they  are  to  have  ''original  and  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  all  violations  of  the  municipal 
laws  and  ordinances  of  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia." So  far  as  those  cases  are  concerned,  I 
should  be  perfectly  willing  that  they  should  be 
prosecuted  upon  information  by  the  district 
Utorney. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  With  the  permission  of  the 
Senator,  I  will  make  a  single  remark.  I  think 
lie  will  find  that  this  court,  if  established,  will 
aave  no  other  jurisdiction  that  the  police  court 
Has  now,  except  the  civil  jurisdiction  that  is 
3ruught  in.  it  will  have  no  other  criminal 
jurisdiction  than  that  exercised  by  the  present 
police  court. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  do  not  know  what 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  police  court  of  the  Dis- 
irict  is ;  but  I  find  this  bill  proposes  to  give 
jurisdiction  to  this  court  **  of  all  simple  as- 
saults, simple  assaults  and  batteries,  tnreats, 
petit  larcenies,"  and  other  offenses.  No  man 
3ught  to  be  subjected  to  the  charge  of  petit 
larceny  upon  information  filed  by  the  attorney 
3f  the  District.  A  man  may  go  and  inform 
iiim,  in  malice  perhaps,  that  I  have  commit- 
ted a  petit  larceny,  ana  upon  that  he  makes 
bis  information  and  subjects  me  to  the  dis* 
grace  of  a  public  trial^  on  a  charge  of  that 
sbaracter ;  iemd  it  is  his  interest  to  make  those 


informations.  He  will,  of  course,  have  fees 
for  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  therefore 
the  more  informations  he  can  present,  the 
more  money  he  will  make  out  of  his  office. 
He  ought  not  to  have  this  fearful  prerogative 
placed  in  his  hands  of  subjecting  every  man 
in  this  city  to  information  and  criminal  prose- 
cution upon  a  charge  involving  moral  character. 

I  have  seen  the  workings  of  this  information 
business  in  my  own  State.  At  one  time  we 
had  a  court  of  this  very  character,  and  the 
Leeislature  of  the  State,  very  wisely,  after 
making  the  experiment,  abolished  it,  because 
it  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  attorney  general 
the  fearful  power,  at  his  own  option,  of  pre- 
senting any  person  he  thought  proper.  I 
think  no  man  ought  to  be  subjected  to  charges 
of  that  character  unless  he  is  indicted  by  the 
grand  jury  having  cognizance  of  the  offense. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  do  not  think  the  section 
of  the  bill  of  which  the  Senator  complains 
gives  this  court  any  more  power  than  an  ordin- 
ary police  justice  has.  The  person  charged 
with  a  crime  has  the  right  to  appeal  in  every 
one  of  these  cases  to  the  supreme  court  of  the 
District.  There  is  no  danger  that  he  will  be 
punished  by  this  court  without  the  power  of 
appealing  to  a  higher  court ;  and  if  his  criti- 
cism upon  this  bill  is  correct,  it  would  also  be 
correct  applied  to  the  police  system  in  any 
city  in  the  United  States. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  will  say  in  reply  to 
the  Senator  that  no  man,  wheiher  white  or 
black,  in  my  State  can  be  tried  for  petit  lar- 
ceny without  an  indictment  first  found  by  a 
grand  jury.  We  appreciate  character  in  our 
State  too  highly  to  subject  any  man  to  a  crim- 
inal prosecution  of  that  sort  unless  an  indict- 
ment has  been  first  found  against  him.  I  know 
not  what  may  be  the  practice  in  city  police 
courts,  nor  in  the  police  court  of  this  District, 
but  if  the  power  is  given  to  a  police  court  any- 
where to  subject  men  to  prosecution  for  crimes 
involving  their  character  and  involving  severe 
punishments,  withou^t  an  indictment,  I  say 
such  a  grant  of  power  is  utterly  wrong. 

Mr.  CONKLiNG.  May  I  make  an  inquiry 
of  the  Senator? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  Shall  we  understand  him 
to  say  that  misdemeanors  are  punishable  only 
upoa  presentment  by  a  grand  jury  ? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  spoke  of  larceny. 
That  is  a  felony  in  our  State. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  Senator  means  no 
larceny,  however  small? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CO  N  KL I N  G.  Is  petit  larceny  a  felony 
by  the  statutes  of  Delaware? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Very  well.  Then  I  ask 
the  Senator  whether  he  means  to  say  thakevery 
offense  less  than  felony  may  not  be  punished 
in  Delaware  without  preseutment  by  a  grand 
jury  ? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  do  not  mean  to  say 
that. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  ask  the  Senator  how 
the  fact  is?  I  ask  him  whether  the  law  is  not 
that  every  misdemeanor,  as  distinguished  from 
a  felony,  is  punishable  in  Delaware  without 
presentation  by  a  grand  jury  ? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Certain  misdemean- 
ors  are 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Is  there  any  misde- 
meanor that  is  not? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.     I  think  there  are. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Senator  name 
one? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Yes,  sir ;  bigamy  is  a 
misdemeanor  under  our  statutes. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  make  this  suggestion 
to  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina:  what 
offense  is  felony  and  what  is  a  misdemeanor 
in  this  country  is  a  statutory  matter.  At 
common  law  there  were  other  distinctions. 
I  think  forgery  was  only  a  misdemeanor  at 
common  law.  I  think  peijury  at  one  time 
was   only  a  misdemeanor  at  common   law. 


The  Senator  from  Delaware  says  that  bigamy, 
'one  of  the  gravest  of  ordinary  felonies  in 
most  of  the  States,  is  in  his  State  only  a  mis- 
demeanor. This  shows  that  the  statutes  in 
this  country,  in  the  States,  do  not  follow  the 
common  law;  but  they  point  out  the  distinc- 
tion between  felonies  and  misdemeanors.  In 
my  own  State  every  crime  is  a  felony  the  pun- 
ishment of  which  is  imprisonment  in  the 
State  prison,  whereas  those  crimes,  conviction 
of  which  is  followed  only  by  incarceration  in 
the  county  jail,  are  misdemeanors.  That  is  the 
dividing  line  which,  for  convenience,  we  have 
established.  In  Delaware  a  different  and  a 
more  devious  line  seems  to  have  been  estab- 
lished 

Now,  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware that  alt  this  reflects  no  light  upon  the 
provision  proposed  here  in  this  District. 
Here  the  proposition  is  to  dispense  with  the 
grand  jury  in  the  case  of  minor  offenses,  mis- 
demeanors, as  they  might  be  compendiously 
termed  in  the  jurisprudence  of  my  own  State, 
although  that  would  not  describe  them  accord- 
ing to  the  jurisprudence  of  Delaware.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
cannot  mean  to  advocate  the  necessiry  of 
having  every  assault  and  battery,  eyerj  petit 
larceny,  however  minute,  every  case  of  mali- 
cious mif^chief,  every  case  of  violating  a  muni- 
cipal ordinance  undergo  the  investigation  of 
a  grand  iary.  I  venture  to  say  there  is  no 
jurisprudence  in  any  State  or  in  any  city  ot 
any  State  of  this  union  which  would  give 
warrant' for  a  practice  so  unprovident  as  that. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     Except  Delaware. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  No,  nor  inside  of  Del- 
aware, because  the  honorable  Senator  vindi- 
cates his  statement  about  Delaware  only  by 
informing  us  that  there  an  offense  so  grave  as 
that  of  bigamy  is  treated  as  a  misdemeanor. 
One  may  very  well  say,  if  they  allow  the  term 
'*  misdemeanor"  to  cover  offenses  so  grave  as 
that,  they  should  not  dispense  in  all  cases 
of  misdemeanor  with  the  interposition  of  a 
grand  jury.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  and 
myself  would  not  differ  about  that ;  but  I  think 
he  will  not  say,  if  in  Delaware  everything 
punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  State  prison, 
every  act  to  which  serious  punishment  is  at- 
tached were  a  felony,  it  would  not  be  entirely 
proper  in  the  judicial  and  professional  judg- 
ment of  Delaware  to  commit  all  offenses  be- 
low that  to  disposition  by  a  police  justice,  by 
an  examining  magistrate,  by  the  court  of 
special  sessions,  without  requiring  a  grand 
jury  to  act  upon  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  precisely  the 
principle  on  which  the  Constitution  of  the 
united  States  acts  in  making  capital  and 
infamous  crimes  the  subject  of  indictment 
by  a  grand  jury. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  My  honorable  friend 
from  Vermont  reminds  me,  which  I  might 
have  thought  of,  and  which  is  very  import- 
ant as  bearing  upon  this  question,  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  makes  the 
precise  distinction  which  I  am  suggesting. 
No  man  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital 
or  otherwise  infamous  crime,  unless  on  a  pre- 
seutment or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury.  X  do 
not  stop  to  recall  the  precise  language  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Those  are  the  very  words. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  wish  to  inquire  of 
the  Senator  from  New  York  if  he  does  not 
consider  that  larceny  is  an  infamous  crima 
wherever  charged  and  whoever  charges  it  ? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Let  me  answer  that  by 
asking  the  Senator  a  question  : 

"  No  peraon  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital 
or  otherwise  infamoaaorime  unlees  on  a  presentment 
or  indiotmeDt  of  a  grand  jury." 

Does  the  honorable  Senator  suppose  that 
that  relatej  to  the  case  of  a  boy  who  steals  a 
water-melon  or  robs  a  hen's  nest? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  ask  the  honorable 
Senator 

Mr.  CONKLING.    No ;  I  ask  my  honorable 
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friend  whether  he  thinks  that  covers  the  case 
of  a  boy  who  steals  a  pocket  handkerchief,  o» 
steals  applesi  not  hanging  on  the  tree,  for  that 
might  savor  of  the  reality,  but  apples  which 
have  fallen  down  from  the  boughs  of  the  trees 
of  my  honorable  friend  from  Delaware  ? 

Mr.  SAULSBUEY.  I  think,  whatever  might 
be  the  character  of  the  offense  in  case  a  boy 
were  to  do  that,  if  the  honorable  Senator  or 
myself  were  to  do  it  it  would  be  an  infamous 
offense. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  We  will  drop  the  boy. 
I  ask  the  Senator  this  question:  suppose  a 
man  of  years  and  discretion  comes  along  and 
finds  apples  lying  on  the  ground  under  the 
trees  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  and  steals 
threepence  worth  of  those  apples,  does  he 
think,  if  the  constitution  of  Delaware  con- 
tained that  provision,  it  would  cover  the  case 
I  put  to  him? 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  Yes,  sir.  According 
to  our  morality  in  Delaware  he  would  be  a 
thief,  and  he  would  be  punished  as  a  thief,  but 
only  punished  after  indictment. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  honorable  Senator 
says,  '*  according  to  our  morality  in  Dela- 
ware.'' He  puts  that  to  me  as  if  there  was 
something  local  and  endemic  in  the  morality 
of  Delaware.  I  have  never  heard,  es  pecially  in 
regard  to  matters  of  enlightened  jurisprudence 
and  that  kind  of  civilization  which  relates  to  the 
mode  of  punishing  offenses,  that  Delaware 
was  very  far  in  front  of  the  general  march  of 
civilization.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from  all 
I  know  of  the  institutions  of  that  State,  that 
if  a  boy  steals  a  water-melon  in  Delaware, 
or  a  man  does,  he  does  not  come  any  nearer 
committing  an  infamous  crime  in  the  estima- 
tion of  those  around  him  than  he  would  if  he 
stole  that  water-melon  in  the  State  of  Wiscon- 
sin or  in  the  Slate  of  New  Hampshire  ;  and  I 
hardly  think  the  Senator  means  that  a  techni- 
cal assault,  a  petit  larceny,  throwing  ink  upon 
a  house,  girdhng  a  tree,  are  offenses  described 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  as 
^^capital  or  otherwise  infamous''  offenses. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  do  not  desire  par- 
ticularly to  continue  the  discussion  in  this  line, 
for  the  object  of  the  Senator  evidently  was  to 
burlesque  in  a  certain  sense  my  position.  I 
do  not  set  up  for  the  people  of  Delaware  any 
very  high  claim  to  morality  above  other  peo- 
ple; yet  I  think  their  claim  to  morality  would 
compare  favorably  with  any  claim  that  could 
be  made  for  the  people  of  New  York. 

Now,  sir,  my  proposition  is  that  no  man,  for 
any  crime  involving  moral  turpitude,  ought  to 
be  subjected  to  prosecution  at  the  mere  pleas- 
ure of  any  one  man.  There  may  be  in  the 
jurisdiction  given  to  this  court  certain  offenses 
which  might  properly  be  presented  by  inform- 
ation, but  I  say  it  does  include  crimes  which, 
according  to  my  view  of  the  matter,  ought 
not  to  be  included  in  the  jurisdiction  where 
information  alone  is  the  mode  of  presenting 
the  cases,  and  I  instanced  larceny.  Whether 
the  people  of  New  York  call  it  a  misde- 
meanor or  a  felony  makes  no  difference  as  to 
the  moral  turpitude  involved  in  the  commis- 
sion of  the  offense.  Anything,  therefore, 
which  involves  moral  turpitude,  which  is  a 
stain  and  stigma  upon  the  character  of  the 
party  charged,  ought  not  to  be  tried  upon  the 
mere  presentation  of  an  interested  party,  the 
district  attorney,  whose  interest  it  is  to  make 
all  the  fees  he  can  out  of  his  office,  and  there- 
fore to  prefer  against  you  and  against  me,  and 
against  every  man  he  sees  proper,  an  informa- 
tion, and  subject  us  to  the  expense  and  annoy- 
ance of  a  trial,  however  innocent  we  may  be. 
I  say  nothing  short  of  an  indictment  ought  to 
subject  any  man,  whether  he  be  a  white  man 
or  a  black  man,  to  prosecutions  iuvolvine 
moral  turpitude.  It  is  enough  to  be  annoyed 
by  those  that  do  not. 

In  my  State  we  have  a  great  many  cases  that 
are  cognizable  before  justices  of  the  peace ; 
for  instance,  assaults  and  batteries  are  cogni- 
lable  before  justices  of  the  peace ;  and  yet  you 


cannot  try  a  man  charged  with  assault  and 
battery  unless  he  chooses  to  submit  to  the 
jurisdiction. 

My  objection  is  not  that  all  the  powers  given 
to  this  court  are  such  as  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
sented by  information,  but  the  jurisdiction 
includes  offenses  which  ought  not  to  be  pre- 
sented by  information,  and  which  ought  only 
to  be  presented  by  indictment.  That  is  the 
point  I  make  in  this  case. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  ask  to  have  the  pend- 
ing amendment  read. 

The  Chief  Clebk.  The  amendment  is  in 
section  eighteen,  line  three,  to  strike  out  the 
words  **  information  on  complaint,  under  oath, 
without  the  intervention  of  a  jury,"  and  to 
insert  *'  indictment  previously  found  by  a  grand 
jury  ;"  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

That  the  prosecution  of  oriminal  cases  before  the 
manicipal  court  shall  be  bj  the  attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  by  indictment 
previously  found  by  a  grand  jnry ;  but  any  defend- 
ant aKgrieved  by  the  judgment  of  the  court  may 
appeal.  &c. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  amendment,  of 
course,  is  one  that  may  properly  be  offered ; 
yet  it  occurs  to  me  upon  a  casual  reading  of 
that  part  of  the  section  that  it  refers  to  a  dif- 
ferent stage  in  the  criminal  proceeding ;  that 
is  to  say,  that  it  refers  to  the  prosecution  of 
the  offender  by  the  officer  of  the  law  before 
the  court  and  his  trial.  It  occurs  to  me  that 
what  the  section  provide^  is  that  that  trial 
may  be  had  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury, 
and  that  presents  the  question  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  Senate  whether  so  much  of  the 
bill  is  not  in  direct  conflict  with  article  six  of 
the  amendments  to  the  Constitution.  The  lan- 
guage of  that  amendment  is : 

"In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the 
crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  district 
shall  have  been  previously  ascertained  by  law,"^o. 

My  understanding  is,  and  I  think  that  is 
the  general  understanding  of  the  profession, 
that  the  effect  of  that  article  is  to  entitle  the 
accused  in  a  criminal  case  before  a  court  of 
the  United  States  to  a  trial  by  jnry  if  he 
demands  it;  and  yet  this  section  contemplates 
the  prosecution,  trial,  and  condemnation  of  an 
alleged  criminal  in  this  municipal  court  with- 
out the  intervention  of  a  jury.  The  question 
which  I  propose  to  make  now  is  whether  the 
language  **  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury  " 
ougnt  not  to  be  stricken  out.  I  will  move  that 
as  an  amendment,  if  my  friend  from  Delaware 
will  withdraw  his  amendment  to  allow  me  to 
do  so. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  withdraw  his  amend- 
ment temporarily  for  that  purpose? 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Yes.  sir. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  With  the  consent  of  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  his  amendment  being 
withdrawn  for  the  moment,  I  now  move  as  an 
amendment  to  strike  out  the  words  **  without 
the  intervention  of  a  jury,"  in  line  four  of  sec- 
tion eighteen. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
of  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina  having 
charge  of  this  bill,  if  there  is  not  an  appeal 
allowed  in  all  cases  to  a  jury  trial  ? 

Mr.  SAWYER.     There  is. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  desire  to  suggest 
also  to  my  friend  from  California  that  the 
opinion  has,  I  think,  very  generally  prevailed 
among  the  profession  that  this  sixth  article 
did  not  apply  either  to  the  Territories  or  to 
the  District  of  Columbia,  but  only  to  the  pros- 
ecutions in  judicial  districts  in  the  States,  and 
that  belief  is  founded  upon  the  phraseology 
of  article  six : 

"  In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district." 

Notof**the  State  or  district,"  but  "the  SUte 
and  district,"  showing  that  the  only  districts 
which  were  in  the  contemplation  of  the  men 
whodrafled  this  sixth  article  were  the  judicial 


districts  in  the  States ;  otherwisef  the  pp>a^> 
tions  in  the  most  trivial  cases  in  the  Terra:- - 
and  District  of  Columbia  would  c»me  «  n. 
this  article.     That  distinctioo  has  alwaj^  ^ 
made,  and  I    think  the  general  prot^.  •:. 
mind  has  settled  down  upon  that  coastr.e>:  ■ 
of  this  sixth   article   upon    the    phraaeci:;^ 
**  State  and  district,"  showing  that  thej  hl*:.' 
not  the  District  of  Columbia,  bat  a  diittnet;.. 
was  in  a  State,  so  that  the  joiy  would  be  at  n* 
same  time  a  jury  of  the  district  and  o:  ^• 
State. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  Senator  fires:  W.t 
cousin  may  be  right ;  and  yet  I  have  a  dir  * . 
recollection  that  when  it  became  apparesi-r^ 
there  would  have  to  be  a  trial  of  some  sor: .' 
the  assassins  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  there  was  a  c--:. 
siderable  discussion  whether  they  cosM  u- 
tried  by  a  military  tribunal.  It  was  5l».- 
settled  by  the  fact  on  the  trial  that  that  ooc^ 
be  done.  The  question  wais  considered  wktrv.':: 
they  were  not  entitled  to  a  jarj.  It  do^  :; 
occur  to  me  now,  although  I  may  be  wr^z^ 
that  the  distinction  made  by  the  Senator  fks 
Wisconsin  was  then  suggested ;  yet  I  dc  u* 
mean  to  say  there  is  not  a  good  deal  in  tfe 
language  to  which  he  has  called  my  attes-j: 
to  favor  his  view.  If  his  view  were  cvfrrtc. 
however,  it  would  have  been  a  completer 
swer  to  the  whole  argument  against  iheaT^tCr: 
claim  of  right  to  try  those  criminals  wiiLc:.. . 

Mr.  CONKLING.  What,  if  the  Sesat: 
please,  does  be  do  with  the  suggesdon  tL>. 
there  is  an  appeal,  I  understand,  proTii^ 
otherwise  in  this  bill,  enabling  every  vsua  i. 
have  a  trial  by  jury?  And  as  i>art  of  my  ques- 
tion I  remind  him  of  the  class  of  cases  fac^ 
iar  to  him  in  many  States,  where,  notwii^ 
standing,  the  constitutional  provision  §^^  it 
every  man  whose  property  is  at  stake  s  tr. 
by  jury,  the  courts  have  held  that  a  at.iitaie  «3i 
constitutional  which  prorided  for  condems.^' 
land  for  railway  purposes  without  any  jurj  « 
all,  provided  it  gave  the  claimant  a  ri^bt  :j 
the  exercise  of  his  option  to  an  appeal,  vh  -i 
appeal  brought  with  it  a  trial  by  jury.  'V^r 
is  not  the  same  point  involved  here,  and  sW 
does  not  the  suggestion  answer  the  Senator  i 
position?    . 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  It  seems  to  me  the  oh 
of  the  condemnation  of  land  turns  opoo  »• 
tirely  different  principles.  That  is  the  ss«g^ 
tion  of  a  very  high  prerogative  in  the  Suie  - 
and  yet  I  should  not  be  willing  to  concede  b 
that  case  that  legislation  which  deprived  trc 
owner  of  the  land  of  the  right  to  a  jorj  is 
assess  his  damages  in  the  first  instance  vii 
entirely  free  from  doubt. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  the  Senator  will  par 
don  me,  he  will  be  compelled  to  yield  to  tk 
force  of  judicial  authority  on  that  poist,  be- 
cause I  think  there  is  no  State  where  ihi 
contrary  has  been  held ;  and  in  my  own  Stste^ 
for  example,  as  he  very  well  knows,  the  Uv 
has  been  held  as  I  suggest  to  him. 

Now,  I  remind  the  Senator,  identical  Ua 
gnage  in  organic  law,  whether  relating  to  nghu 
of  property  or  rights  of  person,  has  the  iase 
definition  and  the  same  scope.      If  the  cuo* 
stitution  of  the  State  of  New  York  coBp<a 
together  rights  of  property  and  rights  of  per 
son,  and  ordains  that  in  the  case  of  boUi  loe 
right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  exist,  anything  vbidi 
tests  in  one  case  the  satisfaction  of  tlisl  i&a 
uage  must  necessarily  test  it  in  the  oib^r. 
^ow  then,  if  by  the  constitution  of  a  Sure,  I 
as  the  owner  of  property,  have  a  right  to  i 
trial  by  jury  given  in  absolute  laognaf  e^  &o4 
the  courts  hold  that  that  right  is  satisfied,  al 
though  the  statute  permits  the  coudemn&tioii. 
in  the  first  instance,  of  my  land,  because  Hoi 
statute  enables  me  to  take  an  appeal,  on  vkidt 
appeal  my  right  maybe  passed  upon  by  s jorj— 
if  the  cuurt  holds  that  the  constitutional  Un* 
guage   is   satisfied  in  the    particular  i  nois; 
out  and  iu  the  way  I  mention,  then,  I  suWt 
to  the  Senator  from  California,  that  lanna^ 
would  be  satisfied  if  it  related  to  lights  of  per 


If 


872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2537 


3n  as  mach  as  it  is  relating  to  righto  of  prop- 
Mr.  CARPENTER.     Will  my  friend  from 

California  allow  me  to  make  another  sagges- 

lOD  in  the  same  line  as  that  suggested  by  the 

»eiUitor  from  New  York? 
Mr.  CASSERLY.    Yes,  sir. 
Mr.  CARPENTER.     The  language  of  the 

ixth  amendment  of  the  Constitution  is  this: 

**Id  all  oriminal  proseotttiona  the  aooaeed  shall 
njoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  public  trial,"  ko. 

Now  where  in  the  prosecution?  If  anj- 
irhere  in  the  coarse  of  the  prosecution  pro- 
vided for  by  the  bill  he  may  nave  a  jury  trial, 
his  provision  is  answered.     He  is  not  entitled 

0  a  jury  trial  before  he  can  be  arrested,  nor 
>efore  be  can  be  brought  before  the  courr,  and 
fou  may  go  through  with  as  many  prelimin- 
tries  as  you  please,  you  may  have  an  examin- 
ktion,  and  the  justice  may  fix  a  penalty  upon 
lis  act,  which,  if  satisfactory  to  him,  he  sub- 
nits  to  and  pays;  if  not,  if  the  law  provides 
hat  he  may  take  his  appeal  in  the  same  suit 
iiid  have  another  trial  before  a  jur^,  then  the 
aw  answers  the  Constitution,  which  simply 
'equires  that  in  that  prosecution  he  shall  have 
;he  right  to  a  jury  trial. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  know  there  are  decis- 
ons  of  the  character  mentioned  by  the  Sen- 
itor  from  Wisconsin  to  the  effect  that  the  re- 
quirement of  a  trial  by  jury  in  favor  of  one 
charged  with  crime  was  satisfied  by  a  provis- 
ion of  law  allowing  him  a  trial  by  jury  at  some 
possible  stage  of  the  prosecution,  as  upon  writ 
jf  error  in  some  other  court;  yet  I  have  never 
thought  so  well  of  that  class  of  decisions  as  to 
long  greatly  to  see  them  multiplied.  For  that 
reason  1  am  not  in  favor  of  multiplying  stat- 
itory  provisions  which  must  lead,  if  they  are 
to  be  sustained,  to  the  multiplication  of  such 
lecisions.  The  tendency  has  been  too  great 
in  the  courts,  it  seems  to  me,  to  fritter  away 
^e  right  of  trial  by  jury  upon  one  ground  or 
another. 

So  far  as  regards  the  question  of  the  taking 
df  private  property  for  public  uses  presented 
by  the  Senator  from  New  York  is  concerned, 

1  have  to  say  it  is  a  very  large  question  and 
one  in  which  I  do  not  feel  myself  justified  in 
engaging  the  Senate  at  present.  But  the  same 
remark  which  I  made  as  to  the  class  of  decis- 
ions cited  by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  will 
ipply  with  greater  force,  if  possible,  to  the 
::la6B  of  decisions  cited  by  the  Senator  from 
N^ew  York.  I  scarcely  know  any  sul^ect  of 
constitutional  guarantee  where  the  inroads  of 
;he  courts  have  been  so  serious,  to  so  great  an 
3ztent,  so  unjustifiable,  as  they  have  been  in 
regard  to  the  constitutional  guarantee  that  no 
private  property  shall  be  taken  except  for 
public  uses  or  unless  after  doe  compensation. 
Why,  sir,  in  a  State  which  I  shall  not  name 
Lhe  courts  have  gone  so  far  as  to  uphold  a 
series  of  statutory  provisions  of  which  the 
general  result  is  that  so  soon  as  a  railroad 
company  (because  the  railroad  interest  in  that 
is  in  many  other  respects  is  the  great  aggres- 
sor upon  the  rights  of  the  people)  has  com- 
nenced  its  proceedings  for  condemnation,  it 
nay  forthwith  enter  upon  the  lands  with  its 
ivhole  body  of  surveyors,  taking  possession 
>f  them,  and  holding  them  as  long  as  it  will 
x>r  the  purpose  of  layiog  out  its  track  and 
naking  such  other  explorations  as  it  sees  fit 
,o  make,  so  long  as  the  proceedings  shall  be 
)endiuK-  What  more,  sir?  What  is  the  rail- 
'oad  company  required  to  do  in  the  way  of 
ecurity  before  it  shall  take  such  a  step?  It 
s  to  give  a  bond  to  be  responsible  for  damages 
u  case  the  proceedings  shall  come  to  naught 
Vbat  kind  of  jurisprudence  is  that  which 
eads  to  such  a  doctrine?  What  respect  is 
lue  to  it? 

I  do  not  wish,  as  I  said,  to  prolong  this  con- 
roversy.  It  is  a  question  as  to  the  right  of 
rial  by  jury.  While  it  has  not  been  my  good 
ortane  or  my  ill  fortune,  as  the  case  may  be, 
o  have  had  more  than  the  very  smallest  expe- 


rience possible  for  a  lawyer  to  have  in  many 
years  of  active  practice,  in  criminal  courts,  yet 
I  have  seen  enough  to  warrant  me  in  the  posi- 
tion that  if  there  be  any  class  of  human  beings 
more  than  another  who  are  entitled  to  all  the 
securities  given  them  for  their  rights  by  the 
law  and  the  Constitution,  it  is  the  wretched 
creatures  who  for  the  most  part  are  brought 
before  your  criminal  courts.  Forsaken  by 
everybody,  disliked,  if  not  despised  by  most, 
there  is  no  condition  of  a  man  standing  before 
a  tribunal  where  his  rights  are  to  be  passed 
upon,  that  it  seems  to  me  appeals  more  earn- 
estly to  the  sympathy,  the  love  of  law,  the 
love  of  constitutional  rights  and  constitutional 
guarantees,  than  the  wretched  condition  of  the 
prisoner  at  the  bar.  For  that  reason  I  should 
be  glad  to  see  this  provision  taken  out  of  this 
bill.  I  shall  simply  ask  for  a  vote  on  my 
amendment,  without  further  discussion  so  far 
as  I  am  concerned. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  Mr.  President,  I  confess 
I  am  astonished  to  hear  eentlemen  of  high  posi- 
tion at  the  bar  and  of  high  standing  in  the 
Senate  take  the  position  that  personal  and  in- 
dividual rishts  and  (questions  of  property  stand 
under  our  Bill  of  Rights  and  under  our  Consti- 
tution upon  the  same  ground  in  reference  to 
trial  by  jury.  I  am  astonished,  even  if  the^ 
were  right  in  their  construction  of  the  Consti- 
tution, that  they  should  be  willing  to  propose 
to  the  people  of  this  country  that  their  cnar- 
acters,  their  honor,  their  reputation,  their  lives 
and  their  families  should  all  be  risked  without 
the  right  of  an  appeal  to  a  jury. 

It  is  said  that  this  must  be  law  because  it 
has  been  decided  in  cases  of  condemnation  of 
property,  in  civil  cases,  that  if  you  give  an 
appeal,  and  the  party  can  set  a  trial  by  jury 
by  an  appeal,  that  is  a  trial  by  jury.  After  I 
have  been  sentenced,  after  you  have  deprived 
me  of  the  ri^ht  of  suffrage,  after  you  have  de- 
graded me,  if  your  court  chooses  to  say  that  i 
have  technically  come  within  the  specified 
time  required  tor  an  appeal,  I  may  go  and 
appeal  and  ask  that  this  injustice  which  ^ou 
have  done  ue  may  be  undone;  and  that  is  a 
trial  by  jury !  In  a  question  of  property  yon 
can  restore  it:  in  a  question  of  money  you 
can  give  it  back  to  me ;  but  the  Constitution 
and  Bill  of  Rights  have  drawn  as  clear  a 
distinction  as  ever  was  drawn  between  ques- 
tions of  personal  rights  (where  personal  honor 
and  personal  character  are  at  stake  that  never 
can  be  given  back)  and  property  rights. 

Mr.  President,  in  the  State  from  which  I 
come  I  know  of  but  one  case  where  anv  child 
for  stealing  an  apple  or  a  pie,  or  any  human 
being  in  that  State  for  any  offense  that  is  de- 
l^rading,  can  be  tried  without  a  jury,  and  that 
IS  at  his  own  request.  For  a  small  offense,  at 
his  own  request,  two  justices  of  the  peace  may 
hear  the  case;  and  wh^  is  that  law  so?  Be- 
cause it  has  been  believed  there,  and  it  is 
believed  there  to-day,  that  no  man  can  degrade 
your  child  and  find  him  guilty  of  being  a  thief, 
deprive  him  of  the  right  to  vote,  deprive  him 
of  many  other  civil  rigbts,  b^  finding  him  guilty 
of  that  offense  by  a  simple  information  before 
a  justice  of  the  peace^  who  may  do  it  firom 
mere  malevolence.  He  has  a  right  to  a  trial 
by  his  peers.  If  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  the  Bill  of  Rights  do  not  provide 
that,  they  are  perfectly  worthless,  the  whole 
system  of  government  is  a  humbug  and  a  sham 
from  the  beginning,  for  there  is  nothing  else 
worth  having  and  nothing  worth  living  u)r  if 
that  is  not  true. 

What  is  the  use  of  bandying  words  about 
the  infamy  of  the  crime?  Do  you  want  to 
talk  to  me  of  whether  it  is  petit  or  grand  lar- 
ceny, whether  the  value  of  the  thing  stolen  is 
above  or  below  five  shillings,  when  my  char- 
acter and  my  honor  are  at  stake,  aiid  tell  me 
I  am  not  entitled  to  a  trial  by  jury  by  my  peers? 
I  do  not  care  how  you  consider  the  Consti- 
tution; you  have  no  authority  to  do  it  as  a 
matter  of  right,  as  a  matter  of  common  jus- 


tice, as  a  first  and  fundamental  principle  which 
led  to  the  very  settlement  of  this  country. 
Mr.  President,  are  not  these  words  shocking? 

That  the  prosectttion  of  criminal  oases  before  the 
moDieipal  court  shall  be  by  the  attorney  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  District  of  Colambia,  by  ioform- 
ation  on  complaint  under  oath,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  jury. 

*' Without    the    intervention    of  a   iury!" 

Why  should  prosecutions  for  criminal  com- 

Flaints  be  without  the  intervention  of  a  jury? 
will  read  from  article  six  of  the  amendments 
to  the  Constitution: 

"  In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  aooused  shall 
enjoy  the  right  to  a  speedy  and  pablio  trial  by  an 
impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district  wherein  the 
crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  district 
shall  have  been  previoosly  ascertained  by  law,  and 
to  be  informed  of  the  natare  and  cause  of  the  accu- 
sation." 

If  the  first  part  of  that  clause  can  be  waived, 
if  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  *^  speedy  trial,"  if 
the  word  ** speedy"  does  not  mean  that  he 
shall  have  it  at  the  outset  before  judgment  is 
pronounced  upon  him,  before  sentence  is 
pronounced,  I  do  not  know  why  the  word 
** speedy"  was  inserted  there.  If  that  part 
of  the  clause  does  not  apply  and  control  this 
thing,  then  this  portion  does  not  apply:  '*and 
to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause  of  the 
accusation."  There  is  no  reason  why  you 
should  not  put  in  this  bill  after  the  words 
** without  the  intervention  of  a  jury"  the 
words  **  and  without  informing  him  of  the 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation."  You 
might  pust  as  well  do  it. 

Again,  this  article  of  the  Constitution  gives 
the  accused  the  right  **to  be  confronted  with 
the  witnesses  against  him."  It  has  been  held 
one  of  the  greatest  glories  of  the  common  law 
that  in  all  criminal  trials,  and  in  all  trials,  a 
naan  most  be  confronted  with  his  accuser, 
must  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against 
him,  to  cross-examine  them,  to  elucidate  the 
truth,  to  show  to  the  jury  by  their  actions  and 
manner  whether  they  are  telling  the  truth. 
You  might  just  as  well  put  in  this  bill,  if  you 
retain  the  first  clause,  the  words  *'  and  without 
being  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against 
him." 

Again,  under  this  article  of  the  Constitution, 
the  accused  is  '^  to  have  compulsory  process 
for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  to 
have  the  assistance  of  counsel  in  his  defense." 
Yon  might  as  well  put  in  this'bill  that  the 
party  slutU  not  be  entitled  to  the  assistance  of 
counsel,  that  he  shall  not  have  compulsory 
process  for  his  defense,  just  as  well  as  to  leave 
this  clause  in  about  the  trial  by  jury. 

Mr.  President,  if  the  learned  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side,  who  are  so  much  more  learned 
in  the  law  than  I  am,  are  still  of  the  opinion 
that  I  am  wrong  and  that  they  have  a  consti- 
tutional riffht  to  do  thi6  thing,  I  appeal  to  them 
whether  they  ought  to  do  it,  whether  it  is 
right  to  do  it,  whether  it  is  a  good  example  to 
do  it,  whether  it  is  in  accordance  with  the 
l^eneral  character  of  our  institutions,  whether 
It  is  not  better  that  any  man  in  the  first  in- 
stance accused  of  the  smallest  offense  should 
have  the  right  to  trial  by  jury  in  his  case. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  It  appears  to  me  that 
this  matter  is  greatly  magnined.  I  apprehend 
Senators  have  been  misled  by  reading  the 
eighteenth  section  without  recurring  to  that 
provision  of  the  bill  which  gives  jurisdiction. 
As  I  understand  it,  by  the  seventh  section  of 
this  bill  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  regard 
to  misdemeanors  is  confined  to  **  simple  as- 
saults, simple  assaults  and  batteries,  threats, 
petit  larcenies  committed  in  the  District  of 
Columbia."  That  is  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion, it  has  no  other  ori^nal  jurisdiction  ex 
cept  in  regard  to  examining  criminals,  who 
are,  I  presume,  to  be  tried  in  the  superior  or 
higher  court  of  the  District.  Then  why  all 
this  declamation  here  in  regard  to  a  violation 
of  the  spirit  of  the  Constitution,  of  the  right 
of  trial  upon  indictment  found  by  a  grand  jury? 

This  court,  as  I  understand  it,  has  no  juris* 
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dictioD  except  of  these  simple  misdemeaDors, 
aod  there  is  no  one  of  them  that  has  the  sem- 
blance of  that  designation  which  is  qooted 
here,  '*  infamous/'  except  it  may  be  that  of 
petit  larceny.  That  by  the  statute,  as  I  under- 
stand, is  made  a  simple  misdemeanor.  It 
strikes  me  that  all  the  discussion  which  has 

grown  up  here  in  regard  to  the  provisions  of 
lie  Constitution  ana  the  Bill  oi  Rights,  and 
those  things  for  which  we  have  so  much  re- 
gard and  so  much  reverence,  is  considerably 
exaggerated  when  we  come  to  look  at  the  pro 
visions  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  President,  for  the  trial  of  all  those 
offenses  which  are  designated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion as  infamous  provision  is  made  in  the 
criminal  court  of  this  District,  held  by  one  of 
the  judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Dis- 
trict as  now  constituted ;  and  this  bill  is  for 
the  purpose  simply  of  getting  up  a  court-  which 
shall  regulate  the  peace  and  good  order  of  the 
society  of  the  District  so  far  as  it  is  impinged 
upon  bv  petty  misdemeanors  which  ao  not 
savor  of  that  designation  that  we  call  criminal, 
as  I  understand  it,  and  it  ia  expressly  limited, 
if  I  do  not  misunderstand  the  provisions  of 
this  bill,  to  those  offenses  which  I  have  read, 
''simple  assaultSj  simple  assaults  and  batteries, 
and  petit  larcenies;  nothing  else,  no  other 
misdemeanor  of  that  character — '*  and  original 
jurisdiction  in  the  examination  of  all  other 
offenses  against  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
and  the  District  of  Columbia  committed  in 
said  District. ''  That  is  for  a  preliminary 
examination,  as  I  understand,  where  the 
offense  is  thereafter  to  be  tried  by  the  crim- 
inal court  of  the  District.  I  do  not  think  this 
any  impingement  upon  the  spirit  of  the  Con- 
stitution or  of  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  understand  that  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California  is 
to  strike  out  in  the  fourth  line  the  words 
''without  the  intervention  of  a  jury.*'  I  think 
he  rightly  apprehends  that  the  provision,  as  it 
now  stands,  is  intended  to  dispense  witn  any 
jury  whatsoever,  to  dispense  with  the  dnding 
of  a  grand  jury  and  trial  by  petit  jury.  To 
the  absence  of  both  these  safeguaras  of  per- 
sonal liberty  I  am  disposed  to  ooject. 

When  the  Senator  from  New  York  asked 
my  colleague  in  respect  to  the  existing  laws 
of  the  State  pf  Delaware,  and  put  to  him  ques- 
tions in  regard  to  those  laws,  my  colleague 
answered  him,  I  believe,  respectfully  and  intel- 
ligently ;  but  the  Senator  from  New  York 
saw  fit  to  go  out  of  his  way  and  most  unne- 
cessarily to  speak  with  disrespect  and  to  cast 
slurs  on  the  system  of  administration  of  jus- 
tice in  that  State.  I  shall  not  retaliate  by 
speaking  disrespectfully  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  what  is  very  truly  an  empire  State;  but 
it  is  very  certain  that  tiiere  are  ulcers  on  her 
body-politic  which  even  these  who  admire  and 
love  her  best  must  admit. 

I  do  not  propose,  as  I  have  stated,  in  the 
way  of  retaliation,  to  say  anything  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  but  merely  to  express  to  that 
Senator  and  to  the  Senate  my  s^^nse  of  how 
exceedingly  unnecessarv  it  was  for  him,  in  a 
discussion  of  this  kind,  created  by  himself, 
drawn  out  by  his  own  question  to  my  col- 
league, to  take  advantage  of  the  occasion  for 
the  purpose  of  expressing  some  disrespect  for 
a  people  of  whom  he  can  certainly  know  very 
little,  and  of  whose  laws  he  can  know  very 
little,  because,  if  he  did  know  more,  he  would 
be  aware  that  we  are  in  that  State  peculiarly 
careful  in  guarding  the  personal  rights  and 
liberties  of  the  humblest  of  our  people.  Our 
laws  are  so  arranged  that  that  which  we  value 
most  in  that  State,  the  character  of  our  men,  is 
protected  by  every  safeguard  that  the  expe- 
rience of  both  English  and  American  legisla- 
tion can  contribute  to  throw  around  the  ham- 
blest  of  our  people.  Larcenies  are  with  us 
felonies.  We  consider  stealine  a  mean  offense, 
and  we  punish  it  severely  and  promptly;  but 
preceding  punishment  there  comes  to  the  hum- 


blest man  in  our  State  atrial  by  jury,  and  that, 
too,  before  courts  of  the  highest  constitution 
known  to  our  laws;  and  in  the  inability  of 
parties  to  be  defended  by  their  own  means 
counsel  are  prcArided  for  them.  There  is  no 
State  in  this  Union  which  has  greater  soli- 
citude and  takes  greater  care  of  the  reputation 
and  persons  of  her  people,  those  who  are 
within  her  jurisdiction,  than  does  the  State 
which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent. 

I  think,  Mr.  President,  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  force  in  what  fell  from  my  honorable 
friend  from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Stockton]  on 
this  subject.  Although  it  is  true  that  the 
latter  portion  of  this  section  does  give  the 
right  to  appeal  to  the  supreme  court  of  the 
District,  and  the  right  to  have  a  trial  by  jury 
on  the  appeal,  y^t  the  primary  trial  by  jury,  in 
which  the  charge  against  the  defendant  is  nrst 
made  u'^on  the  information  of  anv  one,  unoffi- 
cial, irresponsible,  is  to  be  by  these  justices 
without  the  intervention  of  that  jury  of  his 
peers  to  which  every  man  is  entitled.  Although 
it  is  true  that  he  may  subsequently  take  an 
appeal  that  shall  give  him  a  trial  by  jury,  in 
the  mean  time  his  character  may  be  stained 
by  the  judgment  of  this  court  below,  and  we 
all  know  the  difficulty  of  men  removing  from 
their  character  charges  once  made  and  which 
have  been  found  by  a  judicial  tribunal  to  be 
true,  though  subsequently  on  appeal  the  de- 
cision may  be  reversed. 

I  had  a  great  deal  rather  that  there  were 
both  expense  and  trouble  preceding  convic- 
tions for  offenses  of  this  kind  than  that  inno- 
cent men  should,  for  want  of  proper  tafeguards, 
be  subjected  to  punishment,  or  even  to  unjust 
reflection  upon  their  character,  although  that 
reflection  might  last  but  a  short  time,  and  until 
appeals  could  be  taken  to  a  tribunal  which 
would  give  them  a  proper  opportunity  for  de- 
fense. The  money  of  a  community  is  well 
spent  in  protecting  the  persons  and  the  char- 
acter of  her  inhabitants.  Charges  should  not 
be  lightly  made,  judgments  should  not  lightly 
be  found.  The  argument  of  inconvenience  and 
expense  weighs  with  me  but  lightly  against  the 
personal  liberties  of  that  class  of  people  who 
will  be  subjected  necessarily  to  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  this  court.  It  is  true  they  are  poor ; 
it  is  trne  they  are  humble ;  it  is  true  very  oilen- 
times  they  are  friendless  and  unknown ;  but 
for  all  those  reasons  it  strikes  me  that,  as  they 
have  less  capacity  for  self-defense,  so  the  laws 
should  provide  defense  for  them. 

I  therefore  trust  the  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  California  will  prevail,  and  that 
the  people  of  this  District  shall  not  be  charged 
with  infamous  offenses  without  the  interven- 
tion of  a  grand  jury,  nor  shall  they  be  con- 
victed of  those  offenses  without  the  interven- 
tion of  a  petit  jury,  unless,  indeed,  it  may  be 
that  an  amendment  may  be  offered  that  after 
indictment  they  may  elect  to  be  tried  by  the 
judge  if  they  see  fit,  which  is  an  ordinary  pro- 
vision in  many  of  the  States. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
thony in  the  chair.)  The  auesiion  is  on  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  California. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  9,  nays  83;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard.  Blair,  Casserly.  Cooper, 
Davis  of  West  Virgioia.  Ooldthwaite.  Kelly,  Sauls- 
bury,  and  Stockton— 9. 

N AYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony.  Boreman.  Buck- 
ingbam,  Chandler.  Clayton,  Cole,  Conkling.  Corbett, 
Craffin,  Bdmaods,  Ferry  of  Connectiout.  Ferry  of 
Mionigan.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Uamlin,  Hill,  Howe, 
Kellogg,  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Osborn,  Patterson, 
Pomoroy,  Pratt,  Bamsey,  Robertson,  Sawyer,  Soott. 
Sherman.  Spencer,  Stewart,  Sumner.  Windom.  and 
Wright-33. 

ABS£NT— Messrs.  Alcorn.  Brownlow.  Caldwell, 
Cameron,  Carpenter,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Fenton. 
Flanagan,  Frelinghuysen.  Gilbert,  Hamilton  or 
Maryland,  Harlan,  Hitcbcock,  Johnston,  Lewis, 
Logan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Norwood.  Nye, 
Pool,  Rice,  Scban.  Sprague .  SteveosonLThurman, 
Tipton,  Trumbull,  Vickera.  West,   and  Wilion— 81. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 


^r.  EDMUNDS.     I  moTe  to  strife  y. 
section  eighteen,  lines  twenty-one  and  tv 
two,  the  words  *'  abide  by  the  decisic^  ' 
court"  and  insert  the  words  "aanre-u- 
cusation."     We  have  now  refused  to  h 
jury  trial  in  the  municipal  coort;  utt  ' 
appeal,  but  require  a  bond  to  be  gi^eo  cv: 
for  an  appearance,  which  we  bare  t  rir. 
require,  out  also  that  the  defendant  eJa!,  i 
the  decision  of  the  coort.    I'hat  U  ascrf  . 
a  criminal  who  is  bound  up  is  bound  i  ; 
bail  for.    Therefore,  as  it  does  not  em- 
difference,  as  the  court  woald  order ;  f 
enter  into  further  recognizance  wliec  > 
enters  into  an  appearance,  I  more  tb«  iz- . 
ment  to  save  a  constitnrional  objetuo: 
occurs  to  me  that  you  ought  not  to  m  i 
give  bail  for  more  than  that  be  wiil  U  2- 
to  be  tried.     I  move  to  strike  oat  !b»«- 
'*  abide  by  the   decision  of  the  cosn  - 
insert  ''give  bail  to  answer  tbs  accQ<ir.?n 

Mr.  SAWYER.  There  is  no  objec: 
that. 

The  amendment    to  the   ameodas^:*  «■ 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER.    After  the  word '  ho  m 
on  the  fourth  page,  seventb  seciioo,  ttc.  - 
fourth  line,  I  move  to  insert  "  noiuac^  - 
the  keeping  of  disorderly  hoosetaod  gii-/ 
houses. '^^ 

The   amendment   to   the  ameadaett  n 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Tk;.* 
lion   now  is  on   agreeing  to  the  ametii::t: 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  bh\rr: 
Columbia  as  amended,  as  a  sobstitau:  1  .^ 
original  bill. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  waia^rK 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  is  ts& 
ed,  and  the  amendment  made ss  in  Coen.: r 
of  the  Whole  was  concurred  in.    Tbc  !>il  »> 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  rai:^ 
was  read  the  third  Ume,  and  passed. 

KXBGCTIVB  COMMDKICATI0S5 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  Uid  before  :- 
Senate  a  letter  from  the  Sccretar;  yf   * 
accompanying  an  engineer  reportof  »i^; 
noissance  of  the  Yellowstone  rirer  in  1* 
which    was  referred   to   the  Comam 
Printing.  , 

He  also  laid  before  the  Senate  a  let.'! 
the  Secretary  of  War  accompanjing  eof  ^- 
reports  upon  the  survey  of  the  moati  0:  ^ 
Mark's  river  and  of  Choctawhatcoee  .*-- 
Florida ;  which  was  referred  to  tbe  Oi'^^  ' 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  bepriated 

MB8S4GX  FROM  THB  BOCSt. 

A  message  from  the  Hooae  of  Repr'^^*'*^ 
tives,  by  Mr.  McPHERSoar,  its  Clerk,  aunoc:-' 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  foUoinngs  m 
in  which  it  requested  the  concurreDce  cu 
Senate:  ..  ., 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1661)  makmg  iff' 
tions  for  the  support  of  the  MilitsfJ  4»'*^' 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  80,  K'3. 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1812)  autbor-sar 
First  National  Bank  of  Neimaii  ioch40*«' 
location;  ^,,  ♦, 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2199)  to  incorpo^^ 
Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  Ki«r  ^^^^ 
Company,  and  to   grant  to  said  coffl^-- 
right  of  way  through  the  pablic  Undioi^ 
United  States:  ,   •„  .v» 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1968)  to  •Di^'^'^f'", 
city  of  Buffalo,  New  York,  to  cod^«|-^^ 
tunnel  under  Niagara  river,  w«^  T^- 
maintain  an  itilet  pier  therefrom,  or  "'J  ^ 
pose  of  supplying  the  city  of  Buffalo '^"''^ 
water:  and  ,  .  .),.(»-; 

Ablll(a.R.No.282S)ton^''^'«V 
ure  and  examination  of  inTOicw,  »^ 
papers  in  customs  revenue  cases.     ,^,^^ 

The  message  tilao announced tMt| ^^'^ 
had  concurred  in  the  amendment  o- 
ate  to  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1657)  toaoe^ ^^ 
tion  second,  act  of  Augnrt  ^t  ^'^^ 
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on  to  the  transportation  and  exportation  of 
Q  ported  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  in 
Dnd   through  certain  ports  in  the  State  of 


exaa. 


ENROLLKD  BILLS  BIONiCD. 


The  message  also  announced  that  the 
peaker  of  the  House  had  signed  the  follow- 
i£^  enrolled  bills;  and  they  were  thereupon 
igned  by  the  Vice  President: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1638)  to  create  the  Linkton 
ind  district  in  the  State  of  Oregon ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2268)  for  the  relief  of 
)athron  &  McGuire,  bankers  and  brokers  of 
36  city  of  RomC)  Georgia. 

KJCP0RT8  OF  GOMMITTKKS. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  leave,  from  the  Com- 
aittee  on  Pensions,  to  report  adversely  upon 
he  bill  (S.  No.  729)  for  the  relief  of  John  R. 
raines,  on  the  ground  that  the  proof,  in  our 
adgmeot,  is  insufficient  to  justify  the  ^rant- 
tig  of  a  pension.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
ndefinitely  postponed. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Committee  on  Pen- 
ions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of 
lira.  Gabriella  P.  Moody^  praying  that  she  be 
illowed  a  pension,  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
)ort  it  back  and  ask  to  be  dincbarged  from  its 
urther  consideration,  on  the  ground  that  the 
oldier  does  not  appear  to  have  satisfactorily 
)roved  that  the  disability  under  which  be  was 
aboring  resulted  from  any  service,  and  sec- 
ondly, that  if  it  did  this  does  not  fall  within 
he  class  of  cases  where  a  pension  may  be 
illowed  inasmuch  as  he  died  from  another 
^ause  af\er  the  termination  of  the  war. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  also  instructed  by 
;he  same  committee,  to  whom  was  referred 
.he  bill  (S.  No.  865)  for  the  relief  of  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  McFarland,  widow  of  Peter  McFar- 
iand,  and  the  minor  children  of  the  same,  to 
report  it  adversely  on  the  ground  that  it  does 
not  appear  satisfactorily  proved  to  us  that  the 
person  died  from  the  enect  of  the  wound  he 
received  in  the  Army,  but  from  another  cause. 
[  move  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

HOUSE  BILLS  RSfBRRBD. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  twice 
by  their  titles,  and  referred  as  indicated  below : 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1661)  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the  Military  Academy 
for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1878 — to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1812)  anthorizing  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Newnan  to  change  its 
location — to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1868)  to  authorize  the 
city  of  Buffalo,  New  Yark,  to  construct  a  tun- 
nel under  Niagara  river  and  to  erect  and  main- 
tain an  inlet  pier  therefrom,  for  the  purpose 
of  supplying  the  city  of  Buffalo  with  pure 
water — to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2825)  to  regulate  the 
seizure  and  examination  of  invoices,  books 
and  papers,  in  customs  revenue  cases,  was 
read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  ought  to  go  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  It  is  a  law  bill, 
undoubtedly. 

Mr.  SHERMAN.  I  have  looked  over  that 
bill,  and  we  have  been  considering  the  subject 
informally  in  the  Committee  on  Finance.  It 
came  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
iu  the  House,  and  relates  simply  to  the  mode 
of  examining  the  papers  of  private  citizens  in 
matters  growing  out  of  the  collection  of  cus- 
toms. It*  the  Senator  says  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee have  investigated  it  to  any  extent,  Lwiil 
not  object  to  its  gomg  to  them. 

Mr.  EDMUND3.  It  is  an  amendment  to 
a  bill  to  prevent  smusgling,  and  for  other 
purposes,  which  was  a  ^11  that  came  origin- 
ally from  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
does  not  relate  to  the  revenue  at  aU|  bot  re- 


lates to  the  methods  of  enforcing  revenue 
laws.  I  have  looked  at  the  bill,  and  it  in- 
volves purely  questions  of  the  private  rights 
of  citizens  as  against  seizure  and  judicial  pro- 
ceeding. Therefore,  plainly  it  is  a  judicial 
biU,  and  nothing  else. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  may 
state  that  a  large  number  of  petitions,  which 
had  yellow  covers  upon  them,  in  regard  to 
seizures  were  referred  by  the  Senate,  after 
some  discussion,  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary.     If  that  involves  this  question 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Exactly  the  same  ques- 
tion. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary.  i 

The  bill  ( H.  R.  No.  2190)  to  incorporate  the 
Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  River  Railroad 
Company,  and  to  grant  to  said  company  a  right 
of  way  through  the  public  lands  of  the  United 
States,  was  read  twice  by  its  title. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  ask  to  have  that  bill 
lie  on  the  table,  as  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  have  reported  on  that  subject. 

It  was  so  ordered. 

BQUAL  RIGHTS  IN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  one  other  bill 
reported  by  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia,  which  I  now  ask  to  have  consid- 
ered ;  Senate  bill  No.  865. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  (S.  No.  865)  to 
secure  equal  rights  in  the  public  schools  of 
Washington  and  Georgetown. 

The  bill  proposes  to  abolish,  from  and  after 
its  passage,  the  board  of  trustees  of  colored 
schools  of  the  cities  of  Washington  and  George- 
town, as  created  by  and  under  an  act  relat- 
ing to  schools  for  the  education  of  colored 
children  in  the  cities  of  Washington  and 
Georgetown,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
approved  July  11,  1862,  or  by  or  under  any 
other  acts. 

All  the  powers  and  duties  conferred  by  any 
act  of  Congress  on  the  board  of  trustees  of 
colored  schools,  hereby  abolished,  are  hereafter 
to  be  exercised  and  performed  by  the  trustees 
of  public  schools  in  and  for  the  cities  of  Wash- 
ington and  Georgetown,  or  by  such  persons  as 
have  official  control  ot  the  public  schools  in 
either  of  these  places ;  but  no  distinction  on 
account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition 
of  servitude  is  to  be  made  in  the  admission 
of  pupils  to  any  of  the  public  schools  under 
the  control  of  such  trustees  or  other  persons, 
or  in  the  mode  of  education  or  treatment  of 
pupils  in  such  schools ;  and  hereafter,  instead 
of  separate  funds,  there  shall  be  one  common 
fund  m  these  cities,  set  apart  and  devoted  to 
educational  purposes  in  accordance  with  this 
act. 

The  name  of  any  child  applying  for  admis- 
sion to  a  public  school,  and  of  every  person 
applying  tor  service  as  a  teacher,  is  to  be  re- 
corded in  the  order  of  application,  and  acted 
on  accordingly ;  but  there  shall  be  no  prefer- 
ence among  applicants  on  account  or  race, 
color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude,  nor 
shall  there  be  on  this  account  any  difference 
in  the  grade  or  compensation  of  teachers. 

All  the  provisions  of  the  act  are  to  be  appli- 
cable in  all  respects  to  the  board  of  commis- 
sioners of  primaiy  schools  of  Washington 
county,  District  of  Columbia. 

If  any  trustee,  commissioner,  or  other  per- 
son having  control  of  the  public  schools  shall 
violate  any  of  the  j)ro visions  of  the  act,  or 
attempt  so  to  do,  his  official  powers  in  the 
premises  shall,  ip«o/acto, cease  and  be  vacated ; 
and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  proper  persons 
appointing  such  trustee,  commissioner,  or 
other  person,  to  supply  the  vacancy  with  as 
little  delay  as  possible,  and  in  such  appoint- 
ment there  shall  be  no  distinction  on  account 
of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servi- 
tude. Any  person  excluded  from  the  equal 
rights  herein  secured  is  to  be  entitled  to  recover 
damages  therefor  in  an  action  on   the  case, 


the  action  of  a  child  to  be  broueht  by  a  per- 
son duly  authorized  to  sue  in  his  behalf. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  one  amendment 
I  wish  made  on  the  third  line,  to  strike  out  the 
words  ''from  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,' * 
and  then  to  insert  a  new  section  : 

That  this  act  shall  go  into  effect  from  and  alter 
June  30, 1872. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STOCKT9N.  I  have  not  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  this  bill.  I  have  just  seen 
it  for  the  first  time,  and  I  should  be  very  sony 
to  have  the  bill  ^o  through  without  our  having 
the  advantage  ot  some  explanation  of  it  from 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  the  Senator.  The  bill  was  reported  at  the 
last  Congress.  The  Senator  had  his  attention 
called  to  it  doubtless  then,  but  has  forg^otten. 
It  was  introduced  by  me  last  December  in  this 
Congress,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia,  reported  from  that  com- 
mittee, and  is  now  before  the  Senate  for  final 
action.  It  is  in  pursuance  of  the  recommend- 
ation and  prayer  of  the  trustees  of  the  colored 
schools  of  the  District  as  communicated  to 
the  Senate  January  19,  1871,  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Interior,  the  report  of  these  trustees 
being  addressed  to  that  Secretary.  In  the 
course  of  that  report,  which  I  have  now  in  my 
hand,  the  trustees  declare  that,  in  their  judg- 
ment, the  best  interests  of  the  colored  people 
require  the  consolidation  of  the  schools ;  that 
the  colored  people  suffer  through  the  existing 
system  of  separation.  They  desire  that  the 
schools  shall  all  be  brought  under  one  head 
and  be  a  unit.  I  will  not  take  time  to  read 
their  report.  Suffice  it  to  say  it  is  very  posi- 
tive and  very  complete.  I  hope,  therefore, 
there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  trust  we  shall  have  that 
report  read.  I  should  like  very  much  to  hear 
it.     I  have  not  seen  it. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  not 
ask  for  that.     I  hope  he  will  allow  us  to  vote. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  do  not  like  to  vote  on 
this  bill  without  knowledge. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  no  doubt  my  friend 
is  perfectly  instructed.    He  knows  how  to  vote. 

Mr.  STOOKTON.  I  recall  this  thing  now. 
I  recollect  the  nice  distinctions  drawn  by  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  when  he  spoke 
on  this  bill  once  before.  I  recollect  very  dis- 
tinctly that  he  satisfied  me  of  this  fact:  that 
what  he  wanted  for  the  colored  people  was  not 
equal  riehts;  and  he  made  one  of  ihe  most 
beautiful  explanations  of  the  difference  be- 
tween the  same  thing  and  equal  things  that  1 
ever  heard.  His  reasoning  seemed  to  be  about 
this :  I  had  a  horse  and  another  man  had  a 
horse,  which  was  a  better  horse  than  mine, 
and  he  wanted  this  horse  because  it  was  my 
horse.  That  was  the  point  he  arrived  at.  I 
think  it  was  on  this  bill  that  the  Senator  from 
Massachusetts  painted  in  glowing  terms,  in 
terms  that  were  sufficient  to  make  the  heart 
of  any  Senator  bleed,  the  horrors  and  suffer- 
ings of  a  poor  colored  man  who  saw  that  his 
child  had  to  walk  two  squares  further  to  eet 
to  school,  being  educated  at  that  time  by  Uie 
charity  of  the  public,  than  a  white  man's  child  I 

Now,  I  want  some  light  thrown  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  understand  the  fact  to  be  that  the  col- 
ored people  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
speak  seriously,  have  just  a9  good  schools, 
have  just  as  much  money  spent  for  their 
schools,  in  proportion  to  their  numbers,  as  the 
white  people  have.  I  am  perfectly  willing  to 
go  as  fiir  as  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts, 
or  any  Senator  in  this  body,  to  see  that  our 
colored  fellow-citiaens  shall  have  every  equal 
right;  but  that  does  not  make  it  necessary 
that  we  shall  insist  upon  violating  the  rigbiK 
of  white  people,  and  force  both  races  into  the 
same  schools.  If  they  have  as  sood  a  thing, 
if  they  have  what  is  practically  the  same 
thing,  why  is  it  necessary  that  we  should  over- 
come or  seek  to  overcome  a  natural  prejudice 
which  certainly  will  not  die  out  within  our 
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geoeraiion?  Be  that  prejudice,  as  he  thinks, 
lalsely  founded,  or  be  it  not,  it  is  not  the  prov- 
ince of  the  law  to  run  counter  to  it  in  this 
manner  when  the  colored  people  can  have 
everything  they  really  want,  where  they  can 
have  equal  rights  without  our  doing  this  offen- 
sive thing? 

And,  Mr.  President,  let  me  say  to  yon  that 
I  have  a  knowledge  of  the  colored  people  of 
this  District,  which  is  equal,  at  least,  to  that 
of  some  of  the  Senators  on  this  floor ;  and  a 
large  migority  of  the  most  respectable  colored 
people  of  this  District  whom  1  have  seen  have 
told  me  that  they  wanted  no  such  thing,  in 
fact,  the  pride  of  their  own  race,  where  they 
have  it,  rebels  against  such  a  measure.  A 
colored  man  who  is  proud  of  his  own  race, 
proud  of  his  position,  who  is  seeking  to  ele* 
vate  it — the  very  colored  men  who  thank  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  for  the  service  he 
has  done  them  in  elevating  them  in  their  posi- 
tion— many  of  those  very  men  have  often  said 
that  they  did  not  seek  to  force  their  society  or 
their  companionship  upon  white  people  any 
more  than  they  wanted  white  people  to  force 
themselves  upon  them.  In  other  words,  this 
is  a  subject  on  which  we  should  not  legislate ; 
it  is  a  subject  which  will  regulate  itselL 

You  have  done  a  great  deal  for  the  colored 
race.  You  have  given  them  an  opportunity, 
if  they  have  it  in  them,  (and  many  of  them 
have,)  to  elevate  themselves,  to  elevate  their 
race,  and  to  advance  speedily  and  quickly  ; 
but  now  to  undertake  to  interfere  directly  with 
the  social  intercourse  and  relations  of  the  chil- 
dren of  white  people  and  colored  people  will 
neither  please  the  white  people  nor  will  you  be 
thanked  for  it  by  the  best  and  most  enlight- 
ened of  the  colored  people.  They  do  not  want 
it  ]  there  is  no  necessity  for  doing  it.  Looking 
at  the  question  as  one  of  propriety,  removed 
from  the  sphere  of  politics  ana  political  capi- 
tal, whenever  a  man  will  sit  down  and  exam- 
ine it  honestly  and  carefully,  I  really  cannot 
see,  unless  the  habits  of  his  mind  and  the 
thoughts  of  his  life  have  blinded  his  judg- 
ment, how  he  can  think  it  is  better  for  the 
colored  people  to  attempt  to  put  such  a  bill  as 
this  through  Congress. 

if  I  thought  it  was  better  for  the  colored 
people,  I  wpuld  hesitate  a  long  while  before  1 
should  refuse  to  vote  tor  it  merely  because  the 
white  people  might  object.  I  think  in  the  con- 
dition the  two  races  are  betbre  the  law  as  you 
have  placed  them  in  this  country  we  are 
bound  to  legislate  on  all  subjects  of  legisla- 
tioh  with  equality  toward  them.  But  when 
you  leave  the  appropriate  subjects  of  legisla- 
tion, and  tell  me  that  you  will  regulate  how 
much  1  shall  eat,  and  how  much  I  shall  drink, 
and  when  and  where  I  shall  eat  it  or  drink  it, 
whether  1  shall  live  at  this  public  house  or 
at  the  other  public  house;  whenever  you  come 
to  interfere  with  my  individual  rights,  with  my 
right  to  say  where  my  children  shall  {p;o  to 
school,  when  you  attempt  really  an  ouiorced 
Rystem  of  education,  you  are  then  treading  on 
the  bounds  of  that  civil  liberty  which  our  an- 
cestors came  to  this  country  to  establish.  You 
must  not  forget,  sir,  in  these  great  liberal 
ideas  which  you  are  expounding  to  the  world 
and  legislating  upon,  that,  after  all,  the  found- 
ation of  the  whole  system  is  personal  liberty 
and  personal  independence.  Unless  vou  want 
to  make  a  compact  and  perfect  machine  that 
throbs  just  precisely  as  you  want  it  to  do,  you 
cannot  go  to  work  and  destroy  the  independ- 
ence of  all  its  members. 

You  may  make  this  an  imperial  Qovern- 
ment  like  France ;  you  may  make  it  a  great 
military  nation  ;  you  may  send  out  its  legions 
conquering  and  to  conquer;  but  when  you 
destroy  that  personal  love  of  liberty  and  per- 
sonal independence  by  creating  such  a  great 
imperialism,  such  a  despotism,  you  destroy 
the  very  elements  upon  which  the  country  and 
its  liberties  are  built ;  and  when  you  come  to 
propose  an  aC.  of  this  kind,  with  no  earthly 
necessity  for  it,  I  do  insist  upon  it  that  I  have 


a  right,  before  this  bill  passes,  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ate to  let  me  hear  that  report  read  that  I  may 
see  the  reasons  on  which  it  is  founded.  It  may 
be — and  I  am  free  to  say  so — that  there  are  in 
that  report  reasons  which  will  control  my 
judgment  and  the  judgment  of  many  of  my 
friends.  It  may  be  we  should  be  glad  to  vote 
for  this  bill  after  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts, who  has  been  always  ready — I  do  him 
full  credit — in  season  and  out  of  season  at  all 
times  to  advocate  the  interests  of  his  colored 
fellow-citizens,  shall  have  explained  it.  He 
seems  to-day  to  be  dumb,  to  be  silent;  he 
makes  a  little  expflanation  and  sits  down.  The 
great  reasons  why  the  bill  should  pass  I  am 
told  are  in  a  rej^ort;  but  I  cannot  see  the 
report  or  hear  it  read.  Now,  I  appeal  to  the 
Senate  to  give  me  time  to  examine  the  bill, 
and  to  allow  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts 
to  prepare  some  remarks  upon  it.  I  should 
like  to  hear  him  deliver  himself  on  this  sub- 
ject fullv  and  at  large,  and  at  the  same  time 
we  should  have  this  report  read.  I  make  this 
appeal  to  the  Senate  on  the  ground  that  I  de- 
sire to  examine  the  bill  and  hear  the  report, 
and  I  hope  to  have  the  pleasure  of  hearing  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts.' 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
except  to  ask  the  Senate  for  a  vote. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  suppose  it  is  a  common 
right  uf  a  Senator  to  have  a  report  read. 

Mr  SUMNER.  There  is  no  report  on  the 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  right  of 
having  papers  read  is  governed  by  a  rule  of 
the  Senate,  with  which  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia is  familiar.  If  there  is  a  report  of  the 
committee  accompanying  the  bill  its  reading 
may  be  called  for. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  is  no  report  on  the 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no 
report  of  the  committee  accompanying  the 
bill. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  beg  pardon,  then;  I 
understood  there  was  a  report. 

The  VICE  PRESlDENrr.  The  reading  of 
any  other  papers  is  subject  to  the  vote  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  are  a  great  many 
documents ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  history 
bearing  on  this  subject  which  occupied  six 
weeks  of  time  in  the  month  of  January  and 
February.  There  are  various,  almost  innum- 
erable, petitions ;  there  are  reports  of  public 
meetings,  resolutions,  and  there  is  a  report 
made  some  time  ago  from  the  board  of  trus- 
tees of  colored  schools  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior;  but  there  is  no  report  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  certainly  understood 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  to  refer  awhile 
ago,  when  questioned  by  the  Senator  from 
New  Jersey,  to  a  report  in  connection  with 
this  bill,  if  i  were  in  the  wrong,  I  ask  the 
Senator  from  Massachusetts  to  state  to  what 
report  he  did  then  refer. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  referred  to  a  report  made 
by  the  trustees  of  colored  schools  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  more  than  a  year  ago  on 
the  condition  of  the  colored  schools  in  this 
District,  and  I  said  that  this  bill  was  in  con- 
formity with  the  prayer  and  recommendation 
of  that  report,  but  there  is  no  report  on  this 
bill.  This  bill  comes  from  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  business  without  a  report. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  If  the  report  of  which 
the  Senator  has  spoken  is  at  the  desk  I  think 
it  ought  to  be  read,  if  that  is  the  basis  or  the 
immediate  motive  of  this  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
informs  the  Chair  that  there  are  no  papers  on 
the  table  accompanying  the  biU. 

Mr.  STOCKJ^ON.  Perhaps  I  may  have 
misunderstood  the  Senator  from  Massachu- 
setts; but  when  I  asked  him  for  information 
he  said  there  was  a  written  report,  and  he 
held  that  report  in  his  hand,  if  I  did  not  mis- 
understand him.    I  asked  that  it  be  read.  He 


now  says  that  there  is  do  report  oo  tht  t 
That  may  be  true ;    but  whs  this  prints 
Congress,  may  I  ask  the  Senator? 
Mr.  SUMNER.    It  was.     It  ia  ao 

document. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  This  ia  an 
document  which  the  Senator  referred  *..  . 
throwing  light  on  this  bill  aod  explain  irr  : 
and  when  I  ask  to  have  it  read  I  am  re^3.  - 
that  there  is  no  report  from  the  coBLm.n«»  ■ 
the  bill.  Now,  I  ask  as  the  right  of  a  S^ri^-  . 
to  have  that  bill  explained,  that  thpe  rep  or  - 
read  to  the  Senate  before  we  vote  on  tc-. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Question. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  a^  as?'  - 
ed,  and  the  amendment  was  concurred  i?:. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  Pre8ideo^  it  Is  -- 
near  the  time  of  adjournmeat,  and  this  b  L  . 
the  Senator  from  Maasachasetts  will  pnctL.' 
not  pass  without  some  debate.  If  ther^  {?  l 
other  business  intended  to  be  brought  b^i.-^ 
the  Senate,  I  move  that  we  do  now  adjoan. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  hope  not. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Dt;^ 
ware  will  withdraw  that  motion. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     For  what  purpose? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  call  ap  n* 
deficiency  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  will  withdraw  the  mci  i 
for  that  purpose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  ^.s 
Delaware  withdraws  the  moUon  to  adjocr; 

.Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  that  the  Senate  pn:^^ -. 
to  the  consideration  of  the  deficiency  app-r. 
priation  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  object  to  that,  aod  :*^ 
for  the  yeas  and  nays.  We  will  see  then  whf^'^-r 
this  bill  is  to  be  stifled  or  noL  The  S^oa:  •: 
from  California  will  take  the  coarse  that  ^ 
chooses. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  WiU  the  n* 
ator  from  California  state  his  precise  do  i'"- 
whether  to  postpone  or  lay  on  the  table? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  to  proceed  with  dtt 
deficiency  bill  before  we  close. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  simply  ask  for  a  roie  t 
this  bill.  The  bill  is  now  just  in  its  last  5tvp 
There  is  only  one  vote  to  be  taken.  I  h  ;•' 
my  friend  from  California  will  not  interfere.  I 
appeal  to  him  to  let  the  vote  be  taken,  &a: 
then  his  deficiency  bill  can  be  made  the  ord^^r. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Senator  &omMassacha§c-> 
will  remember  very  well  that  the  Senator  fr^^ 
Delaware  rose  to  move  an  adjoammeat 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  rise  to  a  qoestioa  wi 
order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  fr.a 
New  Jersey  has  risen  to  a  question  of  onier. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  will  state  the  point  :* 
order.  The  Senator  from  Delaware  has  the 
flour.  He  yielded  as  a  matter  of  courtenj  k 
the  Senator  from  California  for  one  par^*o^ 
only,  and  that  was  to  permit  him  to  move  ta 
take  up  one  of  the  appropriation  billst,  oo  whi<.^ 
the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  rises  aod  pro- 
poses to  have  a  vote  on  his  bill.  I  call  oji<-a 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  to  take  the  nc'-v 
and  make  his  motion,  or,  if  he  yields  courte- 
ously to  the  Senator  from  California,  that  he 
eo  on  with  his  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The  Chair  orer 
rules  the  point  of  order  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey  upon  a  difference  of  ict 
letter.     He  states  that  the  Senator  from  hf^ 
aware  Ims  the  floor.     If  he  had  said  that  ue 
Senator  from  Delaware  had  the  floor,  it  wo^.i 
have  been  exactly  correct ;  bat  he  yielded  at 
floor  to  the  Senator  from  California  to  m&2kc 
a  motion  ;  and  as  it  was  made  by  the  Seoft:<>r 
from  California  the  Chair  supposed  the  mot  j 
was  debatable,  that  is  to  postpone  the  coc5ii 
eration  of  this  bill  to  take  up  the  de6cie&a 
bill;  but  if  he  moved  to  lay  this  bill  oo  ih9 
table  it  would  not  be  debatable.    The  floor  ^ 
now  in  possession  of  the  Senator  from  Csli- 
fornia.     He  was  taken  off  it  by  the  pobt  o! 
order,  and  will  now  resume  it. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  do  not  wish  to  interfere  vitb 
the  passage  of  the  bill  that  is  under  couuler 
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tion  at  present,  but  I  certainly  wish  to  pro- 
eed  with  the  appropriation  bill 

Mr.  SUMNER.  There  can  be  no  objection 
D  that  after  this  bill  is  throagh. 

Mr.  COLE.     The  Senator  will  not  interrupt 

36. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  beg  the  Senator's  pardon. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Senator  from  Delaware 
tHted  that  the  bill  could  not  pass  to- night, 
nd  I  supposed  he  meant  what  he  said,  that  it 
rould  lead  to  very  considerable  discussion, 
f  that  is  likely  to  be  the  course  of  proceeding, 
f  course  I  do  not  wish  that  we  shall  waste 
auch  time  upon  it  to-night,  because  time  is 
ery  important. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  still 
lesires  to  ask  what  is  the  precise  motion  of 
ba  Senator  from  California  ?  If  to  lay  on  the 
able,  it  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  COLE.  If  we  can  get  a  vote  on  the  bill 
tf  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts,  1  am  wili- 
ng to  continue  with  iL 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
California  withdraws  his  motion.  The  Chair 
rill  recognize  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  if 
le  claims  the  floor. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
low  adjourn,  and  on  that  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
itid  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HILL.  My  colleague,  Mr.  Norwood, 
I  as  gone  home  to  Georgia  on  matters  of 
mportance. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  I  will  state 
bat  Governor  Stbvknson  is  confined  to  his 
oom  by  sickness. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
esttlted — yeas  12,  nays  29 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bajard.  Blair,  Boreman.  CMserly, 
hooper.  Davis  of  West  Virsioia,  Qoldthwoite,  HiU. 
litcbcock.  Kelly,  Shermau.  and  StooktoD~12. 

NAYS  — Messni.  Ames.  Anthony.  Buckinffham, 
)amcron.  Chandler,  Clayton,  Cole,  Conklinff,  Gor- 
lett,  Craffin,  Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Miohifan,  Fre- 
inKhuysen,  Howe,  Kelloee.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Mor- 
ill  of  Vermont,  Osborn,  Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Pratt, 
tice.  Robertson.  Sawyer,  Spenoer.  Stewart,  Sumner, 
Vindom,  and  Wright— 29. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Brownlow,  Caldwell. 
;arpenter.  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Fenton,  Ferry  of 
Connecticut.  Flanagan,  Oil bert,  Hamilton  of  Mary- 
and.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Johnston, 
jevrifi,  Logan,  Morton.  Norwood,  Nye,  Pool,  Ram- 
cy,  Saulsbury.  Schnri.  Soott,  Spragae.  Stevenson, 
.'hurrnan.  Tipton.  Trumbull.  Yickers,  West,  and 
Vilson-32. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  we  have 
leard  a  great  deal  upon  the  importance  of 
education,  and  a  great  deal  upon  its  capacity 
18  a  lever,  a  great  moral  lever  in  this  country, 
vbich  shall  redeem  political  parties  from  any 
•mbarrassments  into  which  their  headlong 
laste  may  have  precipitated  them.  We  are 
laving  large  appropriations  made  to  establish 
lepartments  and  bureaus  unauthorized  by  the 
Constitution  of  the  country.  Here  in  this  Dis- 
rict,  which  is  wholly  at  the  mercy  of  Con- 
gress, a  measure  is  now  proposed  which  has 
I  ever  yet  found  favor  in  any  other  portion  of 
he  Union  where  the  people  were  permitted 
o  govern  themselves,  and  it  is  brought  into 
vongress  without  one  word  of  explanation  or 
ecommendaiiou,  without  the  exhibition  of  a 
ingle  petition  from  any  portion  of  the  people 
vho  are  to  be  affected  by  this  law,  either  those 
,£ain8t  whose  interests  it  is  leveled  with  great 
animosity,  or  those  whom  most  blindly  it  pro- 
poses to  assist.  There  is  nothing  before  the 
>enate  to  indicate  that  there  is  a  popular  de- 
oand,  counting  people  even  by  the  head  in 
his  District,  (or  the  passage  of  such  a  law. 
4o  Senator  has  stood  here  to  say  that  in  his 
»wn  knowledge  he  believed  that  any  such  act 
3  desired  by  any  respectable  portion,  even 
peaking  numerically,  of  the  people  of  this 
)istrict;  and  yet  in  the  face  of  all  these  facts, 
»f  the  great  importance  of  the  subject,  in  the 
ace  of  this  attempt  to  embark  now  for  the 
irst  time 

Mr.  BLAIR.  If  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
riU  yield  to  me,  as  I  suppose  he  purposes  to 


discuss  this  measure,  and  the  hour  is  very  lato, 
I  think  the  Senato  will  not  deny  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  the  courtesy  of  an  adjourn- 
ment. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  is  a  matter  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Senate  as  much  as  it  is  mine. 
It  is  a  measure  of  new  impression  and  of  great 
importance;  and  I  do  not  think  the  Senate 
are  going  to  discuss  it  and  pass  this  bill  in  the 
time  left  of  the  session  of  to-day. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pomb- 
ROT  in  the  chair.)  Does  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  yield  to  the  Senator  from  Missouri  ? 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  BLAJR.  I  move  that»the  Senate  ad- 
journ. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Very  well  \  this  is  the  order 
then  at  one  o'clock  to-morrow,  but  I  should 
like  to  have  a  vote  on  it  to-night  if  possible. 

The  question  being  put  on  the  motion  to 
adjourn,  there  were  on  a  division — ayes  15, 
noes  18. 

Mr.  C  ASSERLY  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  CAMERON.     I  hope  not. 

Mr.  CAS3ERLY.  It  is  an  unparalleled 
thing  in  the  Senate,  in  my  experience,  to 
refuse  to  adjourn  when  a  Senator  wishes  to 
speak  on  a  measure  which  has  been  only 
before  the  Senate  less  than  hour. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    No  debate 
is  in  order.     The  Chair  is  taking  the  sense  of 
the  Senate  on  sustaining  the  csJl  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  adjournment. 
'     The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CAMERON^  I  wish  the  Senator  from 
California  would  withdraw  his  call.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  necessary ;  he  wants  to  adjourn  as 
I  do.  If  he  will  withdraw  the  motion  for  a 
minuto,  I  will  give  my  reasons. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered  ;  but  the  call  can 
be  withdrawn  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania wishes  me  to  suspend  this  motion  for 
a  few  minutes. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
making  an  inquiry  whether  or  not  it  was  men- 
tioned that  some  Senator  desired  to  speak  on 
this  question?  If  that  is  the  case,  I  shall  cer 
tainly  voto  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  that  I  made  the  motion.  The  Senator 
from  Delaware  was  on  the  floor  and  was  ad- 
dressing the  Senate  and  he  yielded  the  floor  to 
me  for  the  purpose  of  moving  an  adjournment 
in  order  that  he  might  speak  on  the  question 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  If  that  is  the  case,  I  shall 
voto  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  suppose  that  no  Sen- 
ator desires  to  prevent  any  one  from  speaking 
upou  this  subject  who  wishes  to  speak  upon  it 
in  good  faith  and  not  for  the  purpose  of  delay. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  the  motion 
to  adjourn  withdrawn? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  For  the  time  being. 
•  Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  wish  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion as  to  the  time,  when  we  shall  take  this 
vote.  I  think  Senators  on  this  side  of  the 
Chamber  will  agree  that  the  Senators  on  the 
other  side  shall  have  all  the  time  for  speaking. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    All  the  time. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Nobody  on  this  side 
wishes  to  speak.  Gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  may  speak  as  long  as  they  please  if  we 
can  get  a  vote  some  time  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  of  course 
if  this  bill  is  controlled  by  the  judgment  of 
the  Senate,  it  will  very  soon  receive  their 
assent  and  pass  the  Senato  in  a  very  short 
time.  The  majority  can  take  it  np  and  can  pass 
it  very  soon  ;  but  I  believe  that  there  are  a  good 
many  men  in  the  Senate — and  I  hope  they  are 
not  all  on  this  side  of  the  House — who  will 
recognize  many  of  the  dangers  that  lie  within 
such  an  act  of  legislation.  1  believe  that  the 
bill  should  be  discussed.  If  it  is  ri^ht,  it  will 
bear  discussion ;  if   it   is  wrong,   its  abuses 


should  be  known  to  the  country.  In  my  sol- 
emn judgment,  it  is  a  meaaure  fraught  with 
evil  to  both  races  who  are  interestea,  in  my 
opinion,  in  kcepin|[^  themselves  separate  in 
public  schools  and  in  other  public  places.  I 
do  not  think  a  measure  of  this  kind  should  be 
sought  to  be  passed  upon  ten  minutes*  notice 
and  with  no  proper  time  given  for  discussion. 
1  am  not  ready  to  discuss  it  now.  I  do  not 
know  that  I  shall  be  particularly  ready  to  dis- 
cuss it  to-morrow  ;  but  whenever  it  comes  up 
there  are  some  things  that  I  desire  to  say  in 
opposition  to  this  bill,  more  or  less  imperfectly, 
wnich  I  perhaps  could  say  as  well  now,  ex- 
cept for  my  own  convenience  and  the  con- 
venience of  the  Senate,  the  usual  time  of 
adjournment  having  arrived  and  our  session 
having  lasted  the  usual  period.  And  I  am 
not  disposed  to  make  any  concession  of  the 
general  right  to  debate  this  measure  in  the 
usual  and  ordinary  way.  I  believe  there  are 
a  good  many  members  of  the  Senate — some  I 
know  on  this  side  of  the  House — who  intend 
to  discuss  it,  not  for  the  purpose  of  delay,  not 
merely  with  a  dilatory  view,  but  with  a  rea- 
sonable intention  of  opposing  openly,  and  as  far 
as  thevcan  succes^ully,  the  passage  of  a  meas- 
ure which  we  think  an  evil  one,  an  unreason- 
able one. 

In  that  view  I  submit  to  the  good  sense  of 
the  Senato  whether  it  is  well  that  a  motion  to 
adjourn  at  this,  the  ordinary  period  of  the 
Senate's  adjournment,  should  be  defeated? 
Is  it  the  intention  of  the  Senate  to  sit  out  this 
measure,  and  to  refuse  to  its  opponents,  who 
have  certainly  exhibited  no  disposition  to 
delay  itt  who  have  only  asked  for  the  usual 
and  ordinary  opportunities  to  discuss  it  and 
understand  it,  proper  time  to  express  their 
opposition  ? 

Mr.  HILL.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
make  one  remark  ? 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  wish  to  say  to  the  Senato  that 
I  have  been  sent  for  in  a  case  where  a  friend 
is  under  arrest  and  needs  my  services.  1  have 
already  delayed  two  hours,  though  he  has  been 
kept  in  court  awaiting  me,  as  I  did  not  wish 
to  leave  the  Senate  while  this  matter  was 
before  it:  and  he  has  sent  two  or  three  mes- 
sengers for  me.  I  desire  to  go  to  his  relief. 
I  b3l  the  Senate  to  consider  that  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned  I  may  have  something  to  say 
on  the  bill  to-morrow ;  1  expect  very  likely  I 
shall ;  but  I  cannot  stay  here  longer  now. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  think  this  question 
ought  to  be  discussed  just  as  much  atf  any  Sen- 
ator desires  to  discuss  it,  and  I  do  not  think  it 
is  right  in  the  beginning  of  a  measure  of  this 
kind  to  attempt  to  **sit  it  out/'  and  put  Sen- 
ators to  the  test  of  physical  endurance.  At 
the  same  time  I  presume  the  minority  do  not 
wish  to  prevent  the  passage  of  any  measure 
which  may  receive  the  assent  of  the  majority 
by  any  factious  opposition. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  minority  have  given 
no  such  indication. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  And,  8ir,  I  will  say  that 
I  think  the  minority  in  this  Senate,  since  I 
have  been  here,  have  never  done  so.  I  think 
they  have  behaved  with  great  fairness  and 
frankness  and  candor  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  glad  to  hear  so  just 
an  encomium. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  But,  now,  if  it  is  the 
purpose  of  the  majority  to  pass  this  bill,  all 
that  the  minority  can  desire  is  to  have  a  fair 
opportunity  for  discussion.  The  Senator  from 
California  [Mr.  Colb]  is  pressing,  in  the  inter- 
est of  the  whole  Senate,  his  appropriation  bills. 
Now,  if  we  can  agree  to  let  those  appropri- 
ation bills  which  he  is  ready  to  take  up  be 
considered  to  the  exclusion  of  any  other  busi- 
ness, and,  after  those  have  been  disposed  of 
that  are  now  ready  for  consideration,  that  this 
bill  shall  be  taken  up  and  then  proceedeii  with 
to  its  conclusion,  1  think  upon  this  side  we 
should  agree  to  it. 
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Mr.  BAYARD.  I  have  not  the  least  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  SUMNBR.  As  the  bill  is  in  order,  it 
ought  to  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  to  give  way  for  a  minute. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     For  what  purpose  7 

Mr.  CAMERON.  For  the  purpose  of  mov- 
ing to  adjourn.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Bat  I  desire  to  say  a 
word  first.  I  think,  aAer  the  kindly  words 
spoken  between  the  two  sides  here,  there  ought 
to  be  no  difficulty  about  this  matter.  We  can- 
not dispose  of  the  subject  to-night,  and  I  am 
not  one  of  those  who  are  disposed  to  put  the 
physical  abilities  of  the  Senate  to  the  test.  We 
have  passed  the  regular  hour  of  adjourning, 
and  I  move  now  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
allow  the  sense  of  the  Senate  to  be  tested  on 
the  proposition  which  I  have  made,  which 
seems  to  me  in  the  interest  of  the  public  busi- 
ness and  the  interest  of  fairness  in  the  dispo- 
sition of  this  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Pomb- 
ROY.)  By  unanimous  consent,  that  proposi- 
tion can  be  entertained. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  think  the  Senator  ex- 
pects too  much  if  he  supposes  that  I  am  to 
allow  this  bill  to  lose  its  place  if  I  can  help  it 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  But  I  propose  that  it 
shall  not  lose  its  place ;  that  it  shall  come  in 
next  after  the  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Why  should  it  be  next  to 
anything?    It  should  be  first. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  think  the  Senator 
stands  in  the  way  of  his  own  bill. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  As  the  bill  is  now  before 
the  Senate,  I  ask  that  it  shall  be  proceeded 
with,  but  I  should  like  an  understanding  with 
mv  friends  on  the  other  side^  that  they  should 
take  as  much  time  as  they  desire  and  then 
allow  a  vote.  Now,  can  we  not  agree  upon  a 
vote  to  morrow  at  some  hour? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Is  this  an  illustration  of 
the  honorable  Senator's  desire  that  we  should 
take  all  the  time  required  7  But  for  his  sug- 
gestion we  should  have  adjourned  fifteen  min- 
utes ago. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Now,  I  ask  the  Senator 
whether  we  cannot  have  an  understanding  to 
take  the  vote  at  some  hour  to-morrow  ?  At  one 
o'clock  this  will  be  in  order,  and  the  Senator 
will  have  the  floor,  other  Senators  will  follow 
him  if  they  see  fit,  and  at  an  hour  agreed  upon 
let  us  take  the  vote.     Why  not? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  rise  to  a  question  of 
order. 

Mr*.  BAYARD.  I  have  no  desire  to  dis- 
place this  measure. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Debate  is 
being  proceeded  with  by  unanimous  consent. 
The  question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  that  the  Senate  acyourn. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  took  the  floor  by  per 
mission  of  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  who 
occupied  it  by  right,  and  I  have  been  inter- 
rupted and  prevented  from  saying  what  I  in- 
tended. I  took  it  for  granted  that  no  gen- 
tleman on  that  side  was  going  to  give  any 
difficulty  about  this  question  or  any  other. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Pennsylvania  moves  to  adjourn,  and 
he  cauDot  discuss  it. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  know  that,  and  I 
would  not  have  said  a  word  if  my  friend 
from  Massachusetts  and  my  friend  from  Rhode 
Island  had  not  interfered  with  me.  I  had  the 
floor. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  wish  to  remind  the 
Senate  that  to-morrow  is  set  aside  for  the 
Pacific  Railroad  Committee. 

Mr.  SUMNER.    This  will  be  in  order. 

Mr.  CAMERON.    I  insist  on  mv  motion. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  (at  five 
o'clock. and  twelve  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Senate 
acyonmed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Thursday,  April  18,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Bittlbb,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

CLAIM  OF  OHIO;  INDIANA,  AND  ILLINOIS. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  by  unanimous 
consent,  presented  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  a  report  on  the  two  per  cent,  claim 
of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  primed,  and  recom- 
mitted. 

Mr.  MAYNARD  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  report  was  recommitted ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

INTOXICATING  LIQUORS. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  send  to  the  Clerk's 
desk  a  memorial  of  a  quoH  official  character, 
which  I  ask  to  have  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed 
in  the  Globe. 

There  being  no  objection,    the    following 

memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in 

the  Globe : 

3b  the  United  SlaiM  Senate 

aiui  Houee  of  Bepretenlativet : 

The  board  of  managers  of  the  National  Temper- 
ance Society  and  Pabiieation  House  would  respect- 
fully  beg  leave  to  petition  your  honorable  body  to 
prohibit  by  appropriate  legislation  the  manufaotare, 
importation,  and  sale  of  all  intoxicating  liquors  as  a 
beverage  within  the  United  States  Territories  and 
District  of  Colombia. 

WILLIAM  £.  DODGE. 

Preeideni. 
J.  N.  STEARNS. 
Correepondinff  Secretary, 

BKAYBR  LAKl,  INDIANA. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania,  by 
unanimous  consent,  reported  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands  a  substitute  for  the 
bill  (S.  No.  616)  to  authorize  the  survey  and 
sale  of  the  lands  forming  the  bed  of  Beaver 
lake,  in  the  State  of  Indiana;  which  was 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  recommitted. 

GOMMITTBK  OLKRK. 

Mr.  BUFFINTON.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  on  Accounts  to  report  back  the 
following  resolution,  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  be  adopted : 

Jteeolved,  That  the  Oommittee  on  Expenditures 
in  the  Treasury  Department  be  aathoriied  to  em- 
ploy a  clerk  during  so  much  of  the  present  session 
as  his  services  may  be  required,  at  $4  80  per  day. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

THRBB  PER  OBNT.  CBRTIFICATB8. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  New  York,  by  nnan- 
imouB  consent,  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
(H.  R.  No.  187)  suspending  the  further  can- 
cellation of  the  three  per  cent,  certificates 
until  January  1, 1878 ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Banking  and  Currency,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

riRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  NBWNAN,  GKORGIA. 

Mr.  HOOPBR,  of  Massachusetta.  I  ask 
leave  to  report  back  from  the  Committee  on 
Banking  and  Currency  a  bill  to  which  I  think 
there  will  be  no  objection,  and  which  we  desire 
to  have  acted  on  at  once.  It  is  House  bill  No. 
1812,  authorizing  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Newnan  to  chanee  its  location  and  name. 

The  bill  provides,  in  the  first  section,  that  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Newnan,  now  located 
in  the  city  of  Newnan,  and  State  of  Georgia, 
shall  ^  be  authorized  to  change  its  location  to 
the  city  of  Atlanta,  in  that  State.  Whenerer 
the  stockholders  representing  three  fourths  of 
the  capital  of  said  nank,  at  a  meeting  called 
for  that  purpose,  determine  to  make  such 
change,  the  president  and  cashier  are  to  exe- 
cute a  certificate,  under  the  corporate  seal  of 


the  bank,  specifying  sncii  d^enniiiatio&.  a- 
to  cause  the  same  to  be  recorded  in  th«  ni£. 
of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Carrency,  and  'i^ 
upon  such  change  of  location  is  to  be  kSk  - 
and  the  operations  of  disooant  aod  depo?? 
the  bank  are  to  be  carried  on  in  the  &y 
Atlanta.     The  second  section   provides  i^ 
nothing  in  the  act  contained  shall  be  so  (^  • 
strued  as  in  any  manner  to  release  the  b^- . 
from  anjr  liability  or  affect  any  actios  or  :» 
ceeding  in  law  in  which  the  bank  may  be  a  pV.- 
or  interested.     And  when  snch  ehang?  k:l2. 
have  been  determined  upon  as  aforemi,  r^ 
tice  thereof  and  of  snch  change  is  to  b^  f   -■ 
lished  in  one  daily  paper   in    the  eo^z'j 
Fulton  for  not  less  than  six  days,  and  go^-    - 
one  weekly  paper  in  the   conn^  of  Co«^-  ^ 
Georgia.      The  third   section    provide  -L^ 
whenever  the  location  of  the  bank  8h&!>  bs  <- 
been  changed  from  the  city  of  Newnan  *<;  t^' 
city  of  Atlanta,  in  accordance  with  tib«  i--. 
section  of  this  act,  its  name   shall  be  ckar|r  ' 
to  the  First  National  Bank  of  Atlanta,  if  l  - 
board  of  directors  of  the  bank  shall  accepi  **" 
new  name  by  resolution   of  the  boaid.  ^  i 
cause  a  copy  of  such  resolotion,  duly  uia^e- 
ticated,  to  be  filed  with  the  Comptroller  of  *_ 
Currency.     The  fourth  section  provides  "mm, 
all  the  debts,  demands,  liabilities,  ngbt%jpT 
ileees,  and  powers  of  the  First  NaMoaal  Ba.- . 
of  Newnan  shall  devolve  upon  and  inure  icrs' 
First  National  Bank  of  Atlanta  whenever  .^^-^ 
change  of  name  is  effected. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  bill  was  ord£?e<J 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time:  tsi 
being  engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  ii- 
third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  HOOPEH,  of  Massachnsetts,  moved :. 
reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill  w 
passed ;  and  also  moved  that  the  motioe  l. 
reconsider  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JAMBS  R.  GRANT. 

Mr.  GRIFFITH,  by  unanimous  co&seii. 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No.  2328)  for  -- 
relief  of  Lieutenant  James  R.  Grant,  late  •• 
the  fourth  regiment  Pennsylvania  eav&i'^} 
which  was  reaid  a  first  and  second  tine,  r^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affa:rv 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TRANSPORTATION  OF  GOODS  IN  BOND. 

Mr.  SYPHER.  I  ask  nnanimons  coospf 
that  the  House  take  from  the  Speaker's  tab^ 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill « H. 
R.  No.  1667)  to  amend  section  two  of  tk^%^* 
of  August  80, 1862,  in  relation  to  the  transporti 
tion  and  exportation  of  imported  gooids,  warr? 
and  merchandise  in  bond  throngh  certain  port- 
in  the  State  of  Texas. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendmeoi 

of  the  Senate  was  read,  as  follows: 

In  line  twelve,  strike  oat  the  woids  **  aad  b«  " 
and  insert "  as  well  as." 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

WATBR  8UPPLT  FOR  BUrFALO. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  nnanimous  conaefi* 
to  report  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  i 
bill  (U.  R.  No.  1968)  to  authorize  the  city  of 
Buffalo,  New  York,  to  constmct  a  tunnf'! 
under  Niaeara  river,  and  to  erect  and  mais 
tain  an  inlet  pier  therefrom,  for  the  purpose 
ofsupplying  the  city  of  Bufialo  with  pure  wa:«»r 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  hsh^.i 
and  may  be  lawful  for  the  city  of  Baffitio,  ia 
the  State  of  New  York,  to  construct  and  mais 
tain  a  tunnel  under  Black  Rock  harbor  and 
Niagara  river,  extending  not  more  than  >eiv'i 
hundred  feet  outside  of  Bird  Island  piert  At  j 
to  erect  and  maintain  an  inlet  pier  thereiro&i. 
said  inletpier  to  be  located  not  more  than  <etvs 
hundred  teet  outside  of  said  Bird  Island  pWr 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  ih' 
bill  being  received? 

I'here  was  no  objection :  and  the  bill  »-»:• 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  ana  read  a  third  time ; 
and  being  engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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t^r.   CONGER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 

^ivbich  the  bill  was  passed  ;  and  also  moved 

t    the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 

le. 

rhe  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

SALT  LARK  AND  COLOIIADO  RAILROAD. 

vir.  GARFIELD, of  Ohio.  I  now  demand 
i  regular  order  of  business. 
Phe  SPEAKER.  The  rcRular  order  of  busi- 
is*  is  the  consideration  of  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
)0)  TO  incorporate  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and 
lorado  Railwuy  Company,  and  to  grant  to 
d  company  the  rijfbi  of  way  through  the 
blic  lands  of  the  United  States.  The  bill 
s  before  the  House  last  evening  at  the  ad- 
urn  ment,  on  the  demand  of  th«  gentleman 
im  Minnesota  [Mr.  Dunkell]  for  the  pre- 
>U8  question,  and  the  House  was  dividing  on 
ponding  the  previous  question,  when  noquo- 
m  appeared.  The  gentleman  from  Minne- 
ta.  [Mr.  Dcknell]  and  the  gentleman  from 
diana  [Mr.  HoLHAV]  will  resume  their 
Qkces 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  What  is  the 
11  before  the  House? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  has  already 
sited  that  it  is  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2199)  to  in- 
•rporate  the  Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado 
^ilway  Company,  and  to  grant  the  said  com- 
iny  a  right  of  way  through  the  public  lands 

the  United  States. 
Mr.  COX.  Is  there  any  motion  pending  to 
fer  thin  bill  to  a  committee? 
The  SPEAKER.  There  is  not.  It  is  a  re- 
>rt  from  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands, 
id  the  question  now  is  on  seconding  the  de- 
and  for  the  previous  question  on  the  engross- 
ent  and  third  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  House  divided  ;  and  the  tellers  report- 
1 — ayes  74,  noes  62. 

So  the  previous  question  was  seconded. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  before  the  vote-is 
iken  we  shall  again  have  the  bill  read. 

^r.  BUNNELL.  I  desire  to  midLe  a  state- 
leut  in  regard  to  this  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     Isdebate  in  order? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Min- 
esota  reported  the  bill  from  the  Committee 
n  the  Public  Lands,  and  is  entitled  to  one 
our  to  close  debate. 

Mr.  BUNNELL.  The  original  bill,  Mr. 
peaker,  for  which  this  was  reported  by  the 
ommittee  as  a  substitute,  was  a  land-grant 
ill.  The  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands 
ecame  satisfied  that  no  land-grant  bill  could 
ass  this  House,  and  therefore  they  struck  out 
bat  portion  of  it.  The  committee  simply  pro- 
ided  a  right  of  way  by  this  bill.  It  is  what 
Congress  bas  already  done  in  the  Portland  and 
)regon  right-of-way  bill,  which  has  passed  this 
louse  as  well  as  the  other  branch  ot  Congress. 
?be  comaittee  provides  a  right  of  way  from 
}reat  Salt  Lake  to  the  mouth  of  the  Colorado 
iver,  some  seven  hundred  miles,  and  the  com- 
pany which  is  here  incorporated  is  ready  to 
tonstruct  this  road.  The  only  question  is 
7hbther  the  House  is  ready  to  give  the. right 
>f  way  through  this  Territory,  a  valuable  sec- 
ion  of  country  waiting  to  be  developed,  a 
ight  of  way  one  hundred  feet  on  each  side  of 
he  road.  This  company  has  no  desire  to  in- 
erfere  with  any  other  company.  There  is  do 
^xi8ting  company  that  desires  to  build  along 
he  line  of  this  road.  We  have  no  desire  to 
nterfere  with  any  other  road  built  a  few  miles 
rom  Great  Salt  Lake  City.  We  accepted  two 
)r  three  weeks  ago,  when  this  bill  was  before 
be  House,  certain  amendments,  and  it  was 
(apposed  the  other  side,  represented  by  the 
Delegate  from  Utah,  would  be*  satisfied  with 
,hose  amendmenis,  and  we  did  not  anticipate 
ihis  mere  right  of  way  would  have  the  opposi- 
tion which  seemingly  it  has  secured  already. 
I  have  had  no  desire  to  discuss  this  ques- 
tion. There  is  not  much  field  in  it  for  discus* 
lion.  It  is  a  printed  bill.  -  The  company  are 
to  commence  operations  in  five  years.  All  the 
original  features  of  the  bill  to  which  I  have 


adverted  have  been  struck  out,  and  it  was  sup- 
posed then  that  it  would  meet  with  no  oppo- 
sition. The  opposition  now,  as  I  understand, 
grows  out  of  tne  question  whether  Congress 
has  the  right  to  incorporate  a  company  pass- 
inff  through  this  and  other  Territories. 

Mr.  HOLMAN^  The  question  is  not  exactly 
that.  It  is  whether  it  is  policy  for  Congress 
to  incorporate  a  railroad  corporation  whose 
road,  from  necessity,  will  nlttmatelv  pass 
through  great  States  and  be  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  those  States. 

Mr.  D  U  N  N  £  LL.  That  Congress  has  already 
done  in  three  memorable  instances. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  But  I  ask,  is  it  desirable 
to  magnify  what  is  now  recognized  as  a  great 
evil? 

Mr.  BUNNELL.  That  is  yet  to  be  seen. 
I  will  say  that  no  bill  has  come  before  our 
committee  which  has  received  more  careful 
consideration.  It  had  the  unanimous  indorse- 
ment of  the  committee,  and  that  has  not  been 
the  case  with  all  the  bills  which  have  been  re- 
ported froth  that  committee,  inasmuch  as  there 
IS  some  difference  of  opinion  in  the  committee 
on  the  question  of  land  grants. 

Mr.  COX.  I  desire  to  ask  the  gentleman 
from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Dunkell]  a  question. 

Mr.  BUNNELL.  I  yield  five  minutes  to 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  KiL- 

LINGER.l 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  Before  the  gen- 
tleman from  Penns]^lvania  proceeds.  I  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Minnesota  to  yiela  to  me  to 
offer  an  amendment. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.     Not  at  the  present  time. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Uteh.  I. wish  to  have 
the  amendment  read.  I  think  when  it  is  read 
the  gentleman  from  Minnesota  will  not  object 
to  it. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  would  state,  Mr.  Speaker, 
that  I  consented  to  all  the  amendments  the 
gentleman  from  Utah  had  to  present  when 
this  matter  was  formerly  before  the  House. 
If,  on  the  adoption  of  this  amendment,  he 
agrees  to  witharaw  opposition  to  the  bill,  I 
am  willing  that  it  should  be  read. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  The  House  is  bet- 
ter qualified  than  I  can  be  to  judge  of  the 
rights  which  should  be  granted  by  a  bill  like 
tms  and  the  restriction  which  should  be  im- 
posed. I  would  therefore  leave  the  House  to 
decide  as  to  tbe  amendment.  Meanwhile  I 
desire  to  have  it  read,  that  the  House  may 
understand  what  it  is.  I  think  it  is  of  import- 
ance that  it  should  be  embodied  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  consent  to  have  the 
amendment  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

After  the  word  "  embank ment,"  in  line  eleven, 
•eotion  four,  insert  the  followinir: 

Provxded,Thakt  the  rights  herein  graated  shAlI  not 
preclude  ttieconstraotlon  of  other  roads  through  any 
es&on,  defile,  or  pass  on  said  roate. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  hope  there  will  be 
no  objection  to  that. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  Many  of  those 
defiles  through  which  the  roads  in  a  mountain 
country  will  have  to  pass  are  not  two  hundred 
feet  wide.  Now,  without  a  provision  of  this 
kind,  the  granting  of  two  hundred  feet  as  right 
of  way  to  this  company  is  tantamount  to  giv< 
ing  an  absolute  and  irrepealable  control  and 

foverument  over  a  certain  route.  Therefore, 
think  the  gentleman  from  Minnesota  and 
the  House  should  agree  to  that  amendment. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Does  the  gen- 
tleman from  Minnesota  [Mr.  Duknell]  allow 
that  amendment  to  be  offered? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.     I  do  not  at  present. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Let  that  be 
remembered. 

Mr.  KILLINGER.  It  is  proposed  by  this 
bill  to  create  a  corporation  that  is  to  be  allowed 
a  delay  of  five  years  before  they  commence 
the  construction  of  this  work.  Now,  sir,  I 
cannot  see  how  those  of  us  who  are  opposed 
to  land  grants  can  sanction  a  bill  so  wide  in 
its  significance.  Allowing  the  company  five 
years  before  they  commence  the  construction 


of  this  road  makes  it  appear,  not  a  himajlde 
attempt  to  bnild  a  road,  out  a  speculative  con- 
cern, to  be  in  the  hanas  of  a  corporation  of 
capitalists,  enabling  them  to  wield  power  in 
these  vast  western  Territories,  watching  their 
chances,  trafficking  in  their  corporate  fran- 
chises, and  in  every  way  retarding  the  inter- 
ests of  the  people  and  the  prosperity  of  the 
country. 

That  is  my  principal  objection  to  the  bill. 
I  do  not  believe  it  to  be  an  honest  bona  fide 
effort  to  build  a  railroad ;  but  I  believe  it  to 
be  the  granting  of  corporate  franchises  to  a 
certain  set  of  men,  who  will  wield  power  with- 
out responsibility,  with  no  means  of  being 
called  to  account,  controlling  legislation,  influ- 
encing all  the  politics  as  well  as  business  of 
that  country,  and  constituting  an  immense 
monopoly. 

Now,  if  the  gentleman  will  state  to  the  House 
or  will  give  us  the  information  that  this  is  an 
honest  oona  fide  effort  to  build  a  road  seven 
hundred  miles  in  length,  investing  their  own 
capital  and  simply  asking  the  privilege  of 
going  on  the  public  lands,  that  might  change 
my  opinion  of  the  bill.  From  what  I  know 
of  it  and  have  heard  outside  of  it,  I  do  not 
believe  it  is  an  honest  attempt  to  build  a 
railroad,  but  one  of  those  measures  which 
members  of  all  parties  should  set  their  faces 
against  like  flint,  because  all  parties  will  be 
held  responsible  by  the  country,  for  the  coun- 
try will  not  sanction  the  creation  of  corpora- 
tions who  are  allowed  thirteen  years  to  finish 
the  work,  and  five  vears  before  they  begin. 
Now,  if  I  understana  this  measure  correctly. 
I  say  that  it  is  an  abuse  which  the  House  and 
the  country  will  not  sustain  and  ought  not 
to  do  so. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  have  not  from  the  be- 
ginning, sir,  desired  to  discuss  this  question 
at  any  great  length.  I  am  surprised  that  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  KiLUiraBR] 
becomes  so  excited  over  this  measure.  He 
must  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  it  outside. 
If  you  will  provide  that  American  iron  only 
shall  be  nsea  on  this  road,  it  might  cool  him. 
[Laughter.]  He  is  wonderfully  excited  over 
a  very  small  matter.  .  We  are  simply  asked 
to  grant  the  right  of  wa^  to  a  company  of  re- 
sponsible men,  men  of  ability,  who  want  to  build 
a  road  through  this  country,  and  thequestion  is 
whether  a  class  of  men  inside  of  Utah  are  to 
control  the  destinies  of  that  great  and  growing 
future  State ;  wheUier  the  Church  is  Ui  furnish 
all  the  money  and  develop  all  the  powers  of 
that  great  State.  I  think  it  time  that  Congress 
should  vindicate  iuelf  and  its  right  to  give  to 
anybody  who  wants  to  build  a  road  through 
the  Territories  the  right  to  do  it. 

Mr.  KILLINGER.  Then  put  in  an  amend- 
ment that  they  shall  begin  their  work  within  a 
year. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  The  gentleman  asks  an 
unreasonable  thing.  Here  is  a  company  seek- 
ing to  build  a  road  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
mUes  in  length,  and  they  are  not  ready  to  be- 
gin the  work  to-morrow; 

Mr.  KILLINGER.  Then  provide  thatthey 
shall  begin  the  work  and  construct  twenty  five 
miles  of  it  within  a  year. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  Prepare  your  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  KILLINGER.  I  propose  to  add  to  the 
first  section  the  words  "  that  within  the  period 
of  one  year  twenty-five  miles  of  the  road  shall 
be  constructed." 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  Let  a  letter  which  I  send 
to  the  Clerk's  desk  be  read  first. 

The  Clerk  read  the  letter,  as  follows : 

Washihoton  Citt,  D.  0.,  April  1»  1872. 

Sib  :  Knowing  that  voa  have  charge  of  the  Great 
Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  railroad  bill  in  the  Hoaae 
of  Representatives,  and  hearing  it  bruited  about 
that  our  company  were  attempting  to  wrest  from 
the  Mormons  a  public  work  which  of  right  belonged 
to  them,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  pat  you  in  poweasion 
of  a  few  facts  in  regard  to  the  pending  measure. 

In  the  fall  of  1870,  aotinir  under  the  advice  of  an 
acquaintance  who  was  entirely  friendly  to  the  Mor* 
mons,  I  met  at  Great  Salt  Lake  City  Brigham  Young, 
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•en.,  Joseph  Toiiii|r»  Mr.  Hoopbr,  and  other  Mormon 
leaders,  to  whom  i  fully  unfolded  the  pUns  of  oar 
company.  I  was  received  in  the  most  cordial  man- 
ner, and  a  fall  cooperation  on  their  part  was  pledged 
to  me  and  my  associates  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
proposed  work.  Mr.  Toung  said  it  was  "  his  earn- 
est desire  to  develop  the  resources  of  Utah,  and  that 
he  was  glad  to  welcome  enterprise  and  capital  from 
any  qaarter,  but  that  he  did  not  wish  his  people  to 
go  into  railroad  and  mining  enterprises;"  that  he 
much  preferred  them  to  attend  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  that  they  daired  to  "sell  their  present 
railroad  which  runs  from  this  city  to  Ogden,"  Jbe.  I 
agreed  upon  my  part  to  begin  the  work  as  soon  as 
authority  could  be  had  from  Congress. 

1  am  very  anxious  for  the  bill  to  pass  as  soon  as 
practicable,  as  I  wish  to  begin  the  construction  of 
the  road  at  once,  and  for  the  further  reasons  that 
there  are  other  organizations  incorporated  accord- 
ing to  territorial  law  now  urging  their  claims  as 
above  all  others  to  the  original  route  marked  out  by 
our  company. 

Very  truly,  A.  R.  BALDWIN,  Pretident 

Great  Salt  Lake  and  Colorado  Railroad  Company. 

Hon.  Mark  H.  Dunncll, 

House  of  Bepreientativet. 

Mr.  BUNNELL.  I  now  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  [Mr.  Cox]  for  five 
minntes. 

Mr^  COX.  When  this  bill  came  before  the 
House  the  other  day,  I  objected  to  it  because 
it  undertook,  as  I  thought  at  that  time,  to 
interfere  with  the  territorial  legislation,  to 
interfere  with  the  powers  and  functions  of  the 
local  government,  to  which,  in  my  judgment, 
all  these  matters  should  be  committed.  The 
amendment  of  my  friend  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Ste- 
yekson]  somewhat  obviates  the  objection  I 
made  the  other  day.  It  deprives  this  company 
of  any  right  or  power,  not  only  to  interfere 
with,  but  to  inhibit  the  road  already  being 
built  in  Utah.  But  my  general  objection  to 
the  bill  remains,  and  it  is  this,  ^aod  this 
House  ought  to  take  notice  of  an  objection  of 
this  kind,  for  the  people  are  taking  notice  of 
our  conduct  in  respect  to  these  corporations:) 
I  object  to  this  bill  because  it  is  the  enterin^- 
wedge  to  a  system,  and  when  this  corporation 
is  made,  with  its  franchises,  its  power  not 
only  to  combine  capital  and  to  oppress  labor, 
but  ltd  power  also  to  control  the  politics  of 
the  various.  States  of  the  future  through  which 
this  road  may  go,  it  becomes  us  to  be  jealous 
as  to  this  business.  Congress  has  enough  to 
do.  What  are  we  not  doing?  I  have  here,  and 
I  wish  to  have  read  at  the  Clerk's  desk,  a  state- 
ment which  I  hold  in  my  hand  as  to  the  multi- 
farious and  enormous  business  that  is  thrust 
on  the  American  Congress  that  never  was 
thrust  upon  them  until  the  present  session. 
It  is  an  extract  from  the  New  York  Tribune, 
summing  up  the  business  of  this  Congress, 
and  I  ask  to  have  it  read,  as  showing  just  what 
we  are  doing,  and  shall  have  to  do  in  the  future 
if  the  Federal  Government  continues  to  ag- 
grandize to  itself  all  the  power  over  corpora- 
tions.    I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  the  extract. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

**  Bills  to  encourage  the  digging  of  ditches  for  irri- 
gation in  Nevada,  and  bills  to  authorise  the  consolid- 
ation of  railroad  companies  in  North  Carolina.  After 
a  billon  the  Senate  file  to  indemnify  a  county  in  Vir- 
ginia for  loss  through  the  defalcation  of  asheMff.  fol- 
lows a  bil  I  to  establish  a  system  of  national  education. 
Next  comes  a  bill  to  subsidise  a  railroad  from  Port- 
land, Maine,  to  Chiongo.  and  this  is  followed  by  a 
bill  to  pay  Richard  Green  a  few  hundred  dollars  for 
ibe  use  of  his  machine  for  bending  chain  cable. 
Nothing  is  too  great  for  the  Conf  ress  mind  to  grap- 
ple with,  and  nothing  escapes  its  notice  through 
insignificance.  Members  pass  from  the  considera- 
tion of  constitutional  ameodments  to  a  discussion 
of  the  price  of  hair-pins  and  tack>nails.  Senators 
vote  to  buy  an  island  in  the  West  Indies,  and  then 
turn  their  attention  to  giving  away  a  half  acre  in 
California,  or  to  paving  a  street  in  Washington.  In 
old  times.  Congress  was  a  sort  of  national  debating 
society,  in  the  doings  of  which  few  people  beside  the 
politicians  took  much  interest.  Now  no  man  knows 
10  what  Congress  may  see  fit  to  improve  or  damage 
his  business,  to  increase  or  diminish  the  cost  of  his 
food,  clothing,  and  fuel,  or  to  enlarge  or  abridge 
his  personal  freedom.  Congress  enriches  a  railroad 
company  and  impoverhthes  a  manufacturing  oor- 

E oration  on  the  same  day.  It  sets  men  to  work 
unting  seals  on  the  Aleutian  Islands,  and  reduces 
the  wages  of  iron -makers  in  Pennsylvania.  It  gives 
black  men  the  right  to  hold  office  in  Ohio,  and  claps 
five  hundred  wnite  men  into  jail  in  South  Carolina. 
It  looks  after  the  levees  of  Louisiana  and  the  domes- 
tic relations  of  people  in  Utah.  Ship-buildem  in 
Maine,  fishermen  in  Massachusetts,  merchants  in 
New  Tork,  miners  in  Pennsylvania,  tobaoeo-plant- 


ers  in  Virginia.  cattle>raisers  in  Ohio,  corn-growers 
in  Illinois,  rice-planters  in  South  Carolina,  lumber- 
men in  Wisconsin,  gold-diggers  in  Colorado,  wine- 
makers  in  California,  and  men  of  a  thousand  other 
ooenpations  have  all  an  immediate  concern,  in  per- 
son and  in  pocket,  in  the  doings  of  Congress." 

Mr.  COX.  After  that  wonderful  summing 
up  of  our  doings  here,  I  think  we  have  enough 
to  do  without  going  into  a  general  business  of 
making  corporations  of  this  nature.  We  must 
remit  something  to  the  local  Legislatures  ;  if 
we  do  not  we  will  be  overwhelmed,  and  hav- 
ing more  to  do  than  we  should  do,  we  will  do 
nothing  well  for  the  people.  I  stand  upon  the 
old  Democratic  ground  of  remitting  all  that  is 
possible  to  be  done  by  the  local  governments 
to  those  governments,  and  I  am  opposed  to 
the  inauguration  of  any  such  system  as  the 
making  corporations  for  railroads  through 
these  inchoate  States. 

Mr.  DUNNBLL.  I  now  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Montana  [Mr.  Claoett]  for  five 
minutes. 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  I  desire  simply  to  say  a 
word  in  reply  to  what  has  been  said  by  the 

? gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Cox.]  So 
ar  as  his  general  declaration  is  concerned,  in 
favor  of  leaving  the  consideration  of  all  these 
questions  to  the  territorial  Legislatures,  I  am 
tnoroughly  in  sympathy  with  him.  But,  un- 
fortunately, the  fact  is  that  in  1867  Congress 
saw  fit  to  pass  a  law  by  which  the  territorial 
Legislatures  were  ezpredsly  forbidden  to  pass 
any  such  laws  for  the  incorporation  of  rail- 
road companies.  That  law  is  now  upon  your 
stAtute-books. 

I  wish  to  say  another  thing  in  this  connec- 
tion :  that  even- though  Congress  should  under- 
take to  confer  this  power  upon  territorial 
Legislatures,  they  would  still  have  to  come  to 
Congress  to  secure  the  right  of  way  through 
the  public  lands.  The  territorial  Legislatures, 
even  if  they  had  the  power  to  (Tass  general  acts 
of  incorporation,  could  not  enable  those  cor- 
porations to  exercise  the  right  of  eminent 
aomain  in  the  confiscation  of  private  property 
upon  payment  of  value,  or  in  the  exercise  of 
the  right  of  way,  but  they  would  have  to  come 
to  Congress  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  that 
authority.  Hence,  I  can  see  no  force  in  the 
objection  that  has  been  urged  here,  because 
whatever  shall  be  done,  whether  the  power  be 
left  to  the  territorial  Legislatures,  or  assumed 
and  exercised  by  Congress,  Congress  will  still 
be  called  upon  to  pass  upon  every  bill  of  this 
kind,  in  one  form  or  other. 

This  bill  proposes  to  confer  upon  the  Amer- 
ican or  Gentile  element  now  living  in  Utah 
some  of  the  powers  necessarv  to  enable  them 
to* obtain  some  little  foot-hold  in  that  country. 
The  legislation  of  this  Mormon  Territory  has 
been  tVom  the  start,  and  I  speak  advisedly 
when  I  say  so,  to  grant  awav  every  foot  oi 
ground  in  that  Territory  to  tne  members  of 
the  hierarchy  of  that  church. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  I  challenge  the 
gentleman  to  show  that  they  have  given  away 
a  single  inch  of  land. 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  I  am  glad  the  gentleman 
has  done  so.  I  am  &miliar  with  those  statutes 
and  have  practiced  law  under  them.  You 
commenced  from  the  time  the  Territory  was 
organized,  and  you  have  continued  to  this  day, 
in  a  country  where,  as  the  saying  is,  '*  water 
is  land,''  to  grant  away  nearly  every  inch  of 
water  that  can  be  found  in  all  the  Territory 
of  Utah. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  Name  one  instance 
of  the  kind. 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  t  can  find  the  caseft  in 
your  statutes.  You  granted  to  Brigham  Young 
the  exclusive  ownership  of  Cache  valley  as  a 
herding  ground,  now  occupied  by  about  ten 
thousand  people ;  you  have  granted  to  Brig- 
bam  Young  the  islands  in  the  middle  of  Great 
Salt  Lake ;  you  have  granted  to  Brigham  Young 
the  exclusive  right  to  all  the  timber  that  is  in 
City  Creek  caiion.  As  one  of  the  means  by 
which  the  people  of  the  United  States  who  are 
not  Mormons  are  to  be  prevented  from  secur- 


ing any  foot-hold  in  thjit  csoontrTf  jo^  :. 
gone  further,  and  supplemented  joar  Ir*. 
tion  by  your  deeds  of  trust,  so  as   to  :  . 
directly  or  indirectly  in  the  hands  of  Btir^. 
Young  the  control  for  nearly  every  tr^Ww 
in  that  Territory,  so  that  to-daj  it  is  aiBt}«' . 
impossibility  for  a  mercfaskot  g^oio^  ih^rt 
engage  in  ordinary  bosioess  to  obtain  a  b 
ing  lot  or  a  foot  of  ground  witboat  co&ss  . 
this  grand  hierarch. 

Now,  what  I  insist  apoo  in  connect* tx  wr-. 
this  bill  is  that  Utah  is  an  American  Terr.*  -  -r 
that  every  man  who  acknowledi^es  his  alie^.;.  • 
to  the  laws  of  his  country  has  a  perf«£f  -  :. 
to  go  into  that  Territory  and  help  to  bai'a  .; 
an  element  antagonistic  to  that  i&s:^.-  . 
which  embodies  not  a  union  but  an  ideaihr  - 
Church  and  State,  with  tbe  Church  oa  top  &l: 
dominating  over  the  State. 

What  is  this  bill  ?  It  proposes  simptj  to  c  : 
ferupon  this  '*  foreign  '  element,  as  itiscVi^. 
this  **  Gentile'*  element — in  other  words.  t'_ 
American  element  in  opposition  to  tbr^  &  <• 
element  in  Utah — ^the  right  to  build  a  r«:. 
road,  and  by  this  means  assist  in  carr^.  : 
out  the  policy  of  this  QoTemment.  vhc^  .-. 
by  the  construction  of  railroads  and  the  i*r.' 
dnction  of  American  ideas  into  that  Tern  •.  -r. 
to  settle  the  Mormon  problem  witbo&t  Uf» 
necessity  of  bloodshed  and  a  resort  to  sTLi 
This  was  one  consideration  that  induced  L*: 
gress  to  build  the  Pacific  railway,  and  riv 
when  the  policy  of  the  Government  ts  &b.-r. 
to  be  realized,  and  application  is  made  for  :s^ 
simple  right  to  construct  other  roadi  w^<z 
will  supplement  the  policy  of  Congrefs  ar: 
realize  its  grand  design,  objection  is  made  Ik 
the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.     I  now  yield  five  misu^ 
to  the  gentleman  from  Utah,  [Mr.  Hoo?cs  < 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah;  Mr.  Speaker,  it  j 
seldom  that  I  ask  the  privilege  accorded  to  zf 
at  this  time;  and  I  should  notof^opy  tbeic'-^r 
on  this  occasion  did  I  not  realize  that  stc* 
ments  which  have  been  made  here,  and  wz'^n 
are  calculated  to  impress  the  mind  of  tie 
House  with  prejudice  against  the  people  i^ 
Utah,  are  unfounded,  and  the  odiam  whiei 
thev  would  create  undeserved. 

This  is  not  the  first  time  I  hare  heard  m«: 
on  this  floor  introduce  the  name  of  Bnf3«= 
Young  and  the  Mormon  community  for  'i; 
purpose  of  exciting  prejudice  in  the  psbU 
mind,  that  they  might  be  enabled  to  tccciz 
plish  certain  measures  of  legislation.  Tht 
gentleman  from  Montana,  [Mr.  Clagett,]  b 
making  his  remarks  this  morning,  has  ii'tp\<d 
out  of  what  I  conceive  to  be  bis  legiiisH-? 
proyince.  As  a  representative  from  a  I'ern 
tory  adjacent  to  my  own,  he  should  rathfr.  i: 
seems  to  me,  have  helped  a  Delegate  eoheft^ 
in  the  endeavor  to  protect  the  rights  of  tU 
pioneers  of  that  country. 

He  has  spoken  of  the  people  of  Utah  lefis 
lating  away  the  public  domain  of  the  Gorers 
ment  of  the  United  States.     Sir,  I  deny  thu 
the  local  government  of  Utah  has  ever  by  anr 
act  of  legislation  claimed  ownership  in  acr 
portion  of  the  soil  of  the  Territory  of  Utah. 
It  has  simply  pursued  the  same  poltcr  vtiick 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Legislatures  of  oibfr 
Territories,  in  enacting  laws  whereby  s^ale:^ 
coming  there  to  open  up  the  country  migk:  t^ 
protected  in  their  possessory  rights.    Sir.  :a 
Utah  Territory  there  are  roads  leading  froa 
the  valleys  up  into  the  mountains,  where  >be 
great  Emma  mine  and  other  rich  mineral  de- 
posits have  been  discovered,  which  hare  cosi 
$20,000,  $80,000,  $40,000,  and  $60,000.  fiov 
could    those  enterprises   have   been    accoin- 
plished,  how  could  these  roads  have  been  (y>fi- 
structed,  if  the  people  had  not  in  some  wv 
cooperated,  combined  their  capital  and  their 
labor,  and  then  been  protected  by  legisUtioc. 
in  opening  up  those  cafions  in  order  to  r^ieh 
the  timber  in  the  mountains,  that  it  migbt  bf 
used  in  bo ildin^  their  fences  and  thetrhooeo. 
and  in  thus  laying  the  foundation  for  what  i^ 
to  be  a  great  and  mighty  State  ? 
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The  attention  of  members  of  this  House 
nay  with  propriety  be  called  to  the  history 
>f  the  people  who  have  opened  and  built  up 
hat  country.  Sir,  they  went  from  the  State 
>f  Illinois  a  quarter  of  a  century  since,  when 
»veu  that  mighty  State  of  Iowa,  which  sends 
ler  namerons  Representatives  here  to-day, 
vas  almost  a  wilderness.  Barefooted,  de- 
ipised,  downtrodden,  these  people  wended 
.heir  way  westward  seeking  a  home.  They 
'eeted  awhile  upon  the  banks  of  the  Missouri 
o  raise  a  little  com  to  feed  their  women  and 
sbildren.  While  they  were  sojourning  there 
or  a  season  our  Government  became  engaged 
n  the  war  with  Mexico  ;  and  to  vindicate  our 
lotior  those  people,  in  obedience  to  a  call  of 
he  President  of  the  United  States,  sent  for- 
ward five  hundred  men  to  protect  the  flag  of 
iieir  country.  They  went  into  Utah  when  no 
vbite  man  dwelt  there  with  the  exception  of 
i  few  trappers.  They  inaugurated  in  that 
country  a  system  of  irrigation  and  of  farm- 
Dg.  They  started  the  work  of  building  up  the 
country,  and  to  do  this  effectually  ana  to  en- 
tourage men  in  their  enterprises  the  Legisla- 
ive  Assembly  gave  privileges  to  companies  of 
nen  which  were  beneficial  to  the  country  and 
>f  which  the  people  never  complained.  They 
^ve  protection  to  the  emigrant  wending  his 
vay  to  the  golden  shores  of  the  Pacific. 

[Here  the  hammer  felL] 

Mr.  DUNNELL  rose. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  I  should  like  to 
lave  a  little  more  time. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  hope  the  gen- 
leman  from  Minnesota  will  yield  to  the  gen- 
Jeman  from  Utah  a  few  minutes  longer. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  I  do  not  trouble 
he  House  often,  and  I  hope  the  gentleman 
frill  give  me  a  few  minutes  longer. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  will  yield  to  the  gen- 
leman  five  minutes  more. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  I  thank  the  gen- 
leman. ' 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  state  to  the  House 
hat  the  first  winter  I  spent  in  Great  Salt  Lake 
3ity,  twenty-two  winters  ago,  the  city  was 
ittle  better  than  a  hospital ;  hundreds  of  men, 
vomen,  and  children  lay  there  sick  arising  from 
be  fatigues  and  casualties  of  the  long  and  weary 
journey  they  had  made  the  summer  before. 
Cheir  great  aim  was  to  reach  the  half-way 
lOuse  between  the  Missouri  river  and  the  Pa- 
cific ocean,  and  no  tongue  can  tell  the  suffer- 
ngs  they  endured  in  reaching  their  destina- 
ion. 

Let  me  say  to  those  who  have  indicated  so 
itrong  a  desire  to  impress  upon  the  minds  of 
his  House  and  upon  the  minds  of  the  conn- 
,ry  that  the  Mormon  people  are  wicked,  un- 
eeling,  and  disloyal,  that,  notwithstanding  all 
he  abuse  that  has  been  heaped  upon  them, 
hey  have  ever  taken  care  of  the  sick  and 
rounded  who  have  stopped  in  their  midst 
rhile  en  route  to  the  Pacinc.  They  have  tfken 
hem  into  their  houses  and  nursed  them,  and 
lave  cared  for  the  emigrants  in  every  way 
>os8ible ;  and  when  they  have  been  recuper- 
ated they  have  gone  forth  upon  their  journey 
*ejoicing  in  good  health. 

But  let  us  come  back  to  the  mun  question. 
There  are  seventy-five  thousand  people,  sir, 
rom  Salt  Lake  City  settled  npon  the  line  of 
bis  proposed  route.  Many  of  these  settle- 
nents  are  over  twenty  years  of  age.  We  re- 
!eived  no  grant  of  lands  to  build  railroads. 
rVe  built  a  telegraph  linci  and  we  hauled  our 
vire  out  to  Salt  Lake,  over  eleven  hundred 
niles.  The  rails  we  could  not  haul  that  dis- 
ance.  But,  sir,  the  very  moment  the  Union 
Pacific  railroad  reached  us  we  commenced  to 
construct  branch  roads.  And  I  may  say  here, 
dr.  Speaker,  that  the  people  whom  I  have  the 
lonor  to  represent  upon  this  floor  to-day  helped 

0  construct,  by  their  labor,  about  three  hun- 

1  red  miles  of  the  Union  Pacific  and  Central 
Pacific  railroad. 

We  invited  the  Central  and  Union  Pacific 
^Iroad  Companies  to  build  a  road  to  Ogden, 
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or,  in  other  words,  to  pass  around  from 
Ogden  to  Salt  Lake  City.  They,  however, 
thought  it  better  to  keep  north  of  Salt  Lake 
City.  This  decision  compelled  the  building 
of  a  road  from  Ogden  to  Salt  Lake  City.  The 
charge  had  been  made  against  us  that  we  did 
not  want  any  railroad  communications.  We 
showed  what  truth  there  was  in  this  by  build- 
ing, in  ninety  days,  that  road  for  which  this 
House  voted  us  the  right  of  way,  and  Congress 
recognized  that  organization  by  that  act.  In 
continuation  of  that  line  from  great  Salt  Lake 
City  it  was  proposed  last  sprinff  to  construct  a 
road,  which  was  called  the  Utah  Southern. 
We  asked  for  legislation;  but,  as  you  will 
remember,  Mr.  Speaker,  no  committees  had 
been  appointed  in  the  House,  and  the  Senate, 
by  resolation,  agreed  not  to  legislate  except 
on  two  or  three  matters  of  national  importance. 
I  had  therefore  to  go  back  home  without  the 
grant  of  the  right  of  way,  but  with  ike  assur- 
ance from  leading  men  that  if  the  road  was 
built,  it  should  receive  from  the  Government 
the  right  of  way  for  the  purpose  of  protecting 
the  industry  and  investment  of  the  people. 
Accordingly  the  road  was  commenced,  which 
we  have  now  running  twenty-one  or  twenty- 
two  miles  from  SaltLfl3Ee  City,  and  with  a  road- 
bed graded  nearly  fifly  miles.  It  is  expected 
the  road  will  be  built  and  in  running  order  for 
a  distance  of  seventy  miles  during  this  year, 
and  to  have  it  built  two  hundred  miles  more  in 
a  few  years'  time,  and  so  open  up  that  Territory 
and  let  in  the  light  which  gentlemen  seem  so 
desirous  of  having  shine  down  upon  that 
people. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Where  does  the  gentle- 
man propose  to  have  the  road  terminate  ? 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  The  intention  is 
to  carry  it  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
Territory. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  now  yield  for  five  min- 
utes to  the  gentleqian  from  Montana. 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  Mr.  S?#eaker,  I  have  again 
sought  the  floor  for  the  purpose  of  saying  a 
few  words  in  replv  to  some  remarks  of  the 
Delegate  from  Utah.  Now,  so  far  as  allusions 
have  been  made  by  that  gentleman  to  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Utah,  and  so  far  as  all  he  has  said  in 
behalf  of  the  enterprise  of  the  people  of  that 
Territory  is  concerned,  I  undertake  to  say, 
and  I  say  it  with  no  fear  of  successfal  contra- 
diction, that  there  is  not  one  of  the  other 
Territories  of  the  Union  to-day  which  has  not 
done  all  that  is  claimed  for  the  Territory  of 
Utah,  and  done  it,  too,  in  one  half  of  the  time. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  And  for  every- 
thing you  did  you  received  enormous  grants 
of  land,  while  we  have  done  everything  by 
ourselves  without  any  governmental  aid. 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  I  know  whereof  I  speak. 
I  know  something  of  the  animus  of  these 
ehurch  leaders  in  Salt  Lake  City.  I  have  not 
gone  there  as  a  member  of  Congress  to  be 
feasted  &ndfBUd  by  these  men  coming  around 
seeking  favors.  I  have  gone  there  simply  as 
an  emigrant  driving  a  bull  team,  and  have  seen 
Uiings  which  known  members  of  Congress  are 
never  permitted  to  see,  if  it  can  be  avoided. 
I  went  to  Salt  Lake  City  in  1866,  intending  to 
cast  my  lot  with  the  Territory  of  Utah,  and  the 
reason  why  I  did  not  stay  there  I  will  state. 
At  the  time  I  was  there  an  ordinary  legal 
question  was  raised,  or  sought  to  be  raised,  in 
the  courts  of  the  county.  This  question  con- 
cerned the  legal  validity  of  the  trust  deeds  that 
were  given  to  Brigham  Young  as  trustee  in 
trust  for  the  Church  of  flhtter  Day  Sainti  of 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  or,  as  I  am  informed, 
the  records  at  Salt  Lake  somewhat  reverently 
style  him  Trustee  for  J.  C.  When  a  suit  was 
about  to  be  brought  or  was  pending,  I  forget 
which,  in  1866,  for  thepurpose  of  determining 
the  validity  of  those  trust  deeds,  a  notice  was 
served  on  the  attorneys  that  if  they  dared  to 
raise  that  question  in  the  courts  their  throats 
would  be  cut.  Seeing  such  things  as  these,  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  Utah  was  no 
place  for  me  to  stay,  or  any  other  person  who 


had  a  family  to  rear,  and  therefore  put  soma 
value  on  his  life,  and  I  went  on  my  way  to 
Montana. 

As  regards  Utah  furnishing  a  base  of  supply 
from  which  we  drew  our  goods^  flour,  &c.,  in 
the  early  history  of  Montana,  I  will  state  for 
the  information  of  the  gentleman  from  Utah 
that  we  paid  high  prices  for  everything  we 
bought  from  that  quarter,  and  thus  built  up 
his  Territory  by  affording  its  people  a  market 
for  their  produce. 

Mr.  H OOPER,  of  Utah.  The  articles  were 
sold  cheap. 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  And  now  as  regards  the 
question  of  loyalty,  will  the  gentleman  from 
Utah  question  the  truth  of  the  fact  which  I 
now  state,  that  during  the  progress  of  the  late 
war,  when  this  Government  was  straining  every 
nerve  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  the  rebel- 
lion raging  tnrou|^h  one  hiuf  of  the  country, 
Brigham.  Young,  instead  of  givineany  help  to 
the  Government,  raised  the  British  flag  in  salt 
Lake  City.  Ay,  and  this  flag  would  have 
been  there  to  day  if  Brigham  x  oung  had  had 
his  will,  and  if  General  rat  Conner  had  not 
threatened  to  send  a  cannon-shot  from  Camp 
Douglas  through  his  seraglio  if  it  was  not 
lowered  • 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  I  deny  entirely 
what  the  gentleman  has  stated. 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  The  gentleman  may  deny 
it,  but  it  has  already  passed  into  history.  The 
supporters  of  the  Mormon  system  have  gone 
so  far,  and  the  gentleman  from  Utah  himself, 
right  here  npon  this  floor,  has  gone  so  far  as  to 
deny  the  truth  of  statements  of  fact,  which 
are  on  record  in  the  statute-books  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, and  which  I  can  produce  here  in  a  few 
minutes,  if  the  opportunity  be  allowed  me. 
Not  only  did  the  Mormon  leaders  through 
their  control  of  the  territorial  Legislature 
grant  to  themselves  immense  tracts  qf  land 
for  herd  grounds  and  other  purposes,  but  they 
went  further.  In  a  country  where  land  is  ab- 
solutelv  worthless,  without  water  for  irriga- 
tion, where  without  water  you  can  raise  noth- 
ing more  from  the  soil  than  you  could  from 
this  naked  floor,  Brigham  Young  secured  in 
himself  or  his  satellites  by  grant  m>m  the  Le- 
gislature of  Utah  a  monopoly  of  the  streams 
and  water-courses  accessible  to  the  people 
who  were  settling  up  the  country.  They  sus- 
tained this  monopoly  by  packing  the  courts, 
by  means  of  an  illegal  statute  conferring  upon 
the  probate  judges,  elected  by  themselves, 
copcurrent  jurisaiction  with  the  district  courts 
in  all  cases  in  chancery  and  at  common  law, 
thus  practically  but  completely  ousting  from 
the  exercise  of  their  jurisdiction  Uie  courts  es- 
tablished by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  The  reason  why 
we  gave  this  power  to  the  probate  courts  was 
because  the  Federal  judges  had  all  left  the 
Territory.- 

Mr.  CLAGETT.  The  judges  had  left  the 
Territory,  had  they?  Why  did  thev  leave?  It 
was  because  they  were  driven  out  by  the  hos- 
tility of  the  Mormon  leaders,  and  had  the  best 
of  reasons  to  believe  that  their  lives  would  be 
in  danger  should  they  remain.  The  gentleman 
is  estopped  from  setting  up  the  fact  of  their 
leaving  as  an  excuse  for  this  unwarrantable 
usurpation  of  power  in  seeking  to  confer  upon 
inferior  courts  powers  which  had  been  denied 
them  by  the  organic  act  of  the  Territory.  Not 
only  did  the  Mormon  leaders  usurp  this  power, 
but  they  even  carried  their  settlea  hostility  to 
the  Government  to  such  an  extent  as  to  deny 
the  legal  validity  of  the  territorial  Legislature 
itself,  as  evidenced  by  the  custom  which  pre- 
vailed of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  meet- 
ing (after  the  transaction  of  their  legislative 
duties)  as  members  of  the  mock  Legislature 
of  the  so-called  State  of  Deseret,  and  sol- 
emnly confirming  the  territorial  statutes  which 
they  had  previously  enacted. 

Having  thus  packed  the  probate  courts  in 
their  interest  to  exercise  plenarjr  powers  of 
jurisdiction  over  all  questions  arising  for  acyu- 
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dication,  they  defied  all  posaibility  of  hostile 
immigration  into  the  Territory ;  and  any  man 
who,  relying  upon  the  land  laws  of  the  United 
States,  dared  to  settle  upon  the  unoccu- 
pied lands  covered  by  these  empty  legislative 
ffrants,  was  speedily  sued  in  ejectment  brought 
m  the  probate  courts,  and  by  the  swift  judg- 
ments of  these  courts  ousted  from  possession 
without  the  faintest  possibility  of  redress. 

One  might  think  that  there  was  nothing  more 
in  the  line  of  usurpation  and  oppression  which 
they  could  do ;  but,  sir,  there  was  still  one 
more  step  which  they  could  take,  and  they 
promptly  took  it.  Not  content  with  a  Legis- 
wture  entirely  composed  of  Mormons  grant- 
ing away  the  public  domain  to  church  digni- 
taries without  stint;  not  content  with  courts 
illegally  clothed  with  plenary  powers  and 
pledged  by  the  very  character  of  their  organ- 
ization to  uphold  ail  of  these  usurpations,  for 
fear  that  they  had  not  yet  got  the  ligaments 
of  irresponsible  power  sufficiently  tightened 
around  all  of  those  principles  of  equity  and 
law  which  constitute  our  common  and  most 
precious  birth-right  as  American  citizens, 
principles  which  are  the  ripened  product  of 
the  ablest  and  purest  legal  and  judicial  minds 
jf  two  continents,  and  which  represent  the 
perfected  wisdom  and  justice  of  a  thousand 
j^ears — for  fear,  I  repeat,  that  a  few  straggling 
rays  of  light  emanating  from  these  grand  old 
principles  of  the  common  law  might  still  pen- 
etrate into  the  darkened  chambers  of  the  tem- 
ples of  justice,  they  passed  a  statute  making  it 
a  penal  offense  for  any  lawyer  to  dare  to  quote 
in  any  of  the  courts  of  the  Territory  any  law- 
book as  authority  in  any  judicial  proceeding 
except  the  delectable  and  immaculate  statutes 
of  Utah; 

Mr.  BUNNELL.  I  will  yield  the  remainder 
of  my  time  to  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Stkye^son]  who  is  a  member  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  How  much  time  is 
left? 

The  SPEAKER.  There  are  eighteen  min- 
utes of  the  hour  remaining. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Then  I  vield  three 
minutes  to  the  gentleman  from   Utah,  [Mr. 

HOOPBB.I 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  As  J  have  before 
remarked,  it  has  been  considered  popular 
whenever  a  certain  result  is  to  be  arrived  at 
to  draw  attention  in  the  opposite  direction 
by  cries  of  '*  heresy,"  **  Mormonism,"  and 
''polygamy.'*  Why  sir,  I  consider  it  an  insult 
to  this  House  to  make  such  appeals.  Is  there 
not  judgment,  is  there  not  sense  enough,  yes, 
common  sense  enough  here,  to  enable  gentle- 
men to  understand  the  motives  of  men?  I  ask 
gentlemen  if  potatoes  grow  spontaneously  from 
the  ground,  if  fruit  trees  grow  spontaneously 
and  yield  tneir  fruits  withoutculture,  if  houses 
spring  up  in  the  night-time  as  mushrooms 
do  ;  or  in  other  words,  I  ask  who  has  planted 
the  foundations  of  wealth,  material  industry, 
and  permanency  of  civilization  in  the  heart 
of  this  continent  but  that  people  at  whom  the 
shafts  of  venom  have  to-day  been  cast  upon 
this  floor?  Sir,  I  appeal  to  any  unprejudiced 
man  on  either  side  of  this  House,  who  has 
visited  that  country,  to  stand  by  me  in  saying 
that  perhaps  a  greater  achievement  in  the  face 
of  obstacles  and  obstructions  never  has  been 
accomplished  by  any  people  of  which  history 
treats. 

I  have  alluded  already,  sir,  as  an  answer 
to  the  charge  of  disloyalty  against  the  people 
of  Utah,  to  the  fact  that  in  an  hour  of  trial 
to  the  country  they  responded  under  circum- 
stances than  which  no  more  difficult  can  be 
imagined  ;  they  left  their  wives  and  children 
in  the^  wilderness  surrounded  by  savages,  and 
exhibited  their  devotion  to  the  Qovernment 
in  the  most  loyal  manner.  I  allude  to  this 
simply  to  bring  me  back  to  a  charge  which 
the  Delegate  from  Montana  has  ungenerously 
urged,  to  the  effect  that  a  flaj^  of  Great  Britain 
was  unfurled  in  Salt  Lake  City.     I  pronounce 


that  statement  to  be  untrue  from  beginning  to 
end.  Sir,  the  flag  of  tkat ,  Government  of 
which  we  form  a  part  we  first  raised  in  that 
country  when  it  was  a  part  cf  Mexico,  and  we 
have  always  honored  it  as  the  emblem  of  free- 
dom, by  which  we  always  expect  to  stand. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  yield  for  a  moment 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Hooper,]  who  wishes  to  make  a  personal 
explanation. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  desire 
to  say  only  that  I  do  not  concur  with  the  gen- 
tleman from  Utah  in  his  admiration  of  Mor- 
mon institutions,  and  I  say  this  that  his 
speech  may  not  be  attributed  to  me,  as  on  a 
former  occasion.     [Great  laughter.] 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  must  now  resume 
the  floor. 

Mr.  HQOPER,  of  Utah.  One  word  to  my 
friend  from  Massachusetts.  This  is  not  the 
first  time 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from 
Utah  is  not  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  yield  two  minutes  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter.] 

\fr.  POTTER.  Mr.  Speaker,  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  grant  the  right  of  way  through  the 
public  lands  to  this  railroad  company.  It  is  a 
bill,  therefore,  because  the  public  lands  in 
question  lie  within  the  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  entirely  within  the  power  of  this 
Congress  to  enact.  But  it  is,  beyond  that,  a  bill 
to  incorporate  a  railway  company,  and  Con- 
gress has  already  ^iven  to  these  Territories 
through  which  the  line  is  to  run  power  to  create 
such  corporations  themselves.  The  difficulty 
of  Congress  acting  intelligently  on  any  bill  of 
this  description  is  exemplified  by  the  discus- 
sion on  this  very  measure  this  morning.  We 
know,  and  can  know  but  little  about  such 
remote  localities,  and  little  about  what  the 
effect  of  such  charters  there  may  prove  to  be. 
And  we  have  just  Had  a  discassion  between 
the  gentlemen  from  the  different  Territories 
through  which  this  railway  is  to  run,  in  which 
they  directly  antagonize  each  other,  and  are  at 
direct  issue  upon  a  (question  which  the  Legis- 
latures of  those  localities  could  best  determine. 
Besides  this  general  objection  to  such  legis- 
lation, the  gentleman  from  Arizona  tells  me 
that  one  special  objection  to  this  bill  is  that 
under  it  a  line  may  be  located  through  certain 
passes,  many  of  which  are  not  more  than  two 
hundred  feet  wide.  So  that  the  company  that 
gets  the  first  charter  will  be  able  by  thus  locat- 
ing its  line  to  maintain  a  virtual  monopoly 
of  the  route  between  the  two  termini  of  this 
road.  And  it  is  particularly  to  be  observed 
further  that  this  bill,  so  far  from  determining 
that  the  road  shall  be  at  once  built,  gives  to 
these  favored  incorporations  five  years  in  which 
to  begin  the  work.  Now,  if  these  grants  of 
incorporation  are  so  valuable,  such  monopo- 
lies, that  people  must  associate  themselves  five 
years  in  advance  of  the  time  they  propose 
to  begin  their  work,  and  come  here  to  get  their 
favors  by  our  legislation,  it  is  time  we  stopped 
granting  them.  1  wait,  therefore,  to  hear  from 
somebody  familiar  with  the  facts  of  the  case 
why  this  bill  granting  these  rights  at  this  time 
should  pass. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  regret  that  any  feel- 
ing should  be  mingled  with  this  debate.  There 
is  no  occasion  for  the  friends  and  the  opponents 
of  the  peculiar  domestic  institution  of  Utah  to 
join  in  a  struggle  over  this  bill ;  and  I  trust 
that  this  House  and^he  country  are  not  to  be 
divided  and  convulsed  over  this  remaining 
*'  twin  relics  *'  of  barbarism  as  they  have  been 
over  that  which  is  dead.  Why,  then,  this  op- 
position ?  It  arises  not  directW  from  the  insti- 
tution which  the  gentleman  from  Utah  [Mr. 
Hooper]  so  ably  represents  and  defends,  but 
it  comes  from  that  system  of  monopoly  which 
has  been  established  by  the  hierarchy  of  Utah, 
which  is  a  greater  and  more  formidable  antag- 
onist, and  may  prove  mure  lasting  than  that 
immoral  institution   which   excites  so  much 


attention.     Here  are  the  statutes  of  ihe  !•■!- 
tory  of  Utah.     Let  me  cite  some  of  ibeni, 
ing   them   as   they   come.    The;  bar^ :  ■ 
monopolies  in  bridges  and  ferries.   Wc : . 
*''  an  act  granting  the  control  of  waien  '- : 
Mill  creek  in  Salt  Lake  countj  uoto  V,!.-. 
Richards;''  *^an  act  granting  the  vtier> 
Mill  creek   to   Brigbam    Young;"  "as. 
granting  unto  Daniel  Q.  Wells  tk«  n^- 
erect  ferries  across  Green  river,-"  "&o&(". 
authorize  the  erection  of  a  ferry  or  {tmr  -. 
Hanc's  Fork    river  ;"  and  "an  tci  grs:..\ 
unto  Charles  Hopkins  a&d  others  tbe  ri.. 
build  a  bridge  across  the  river  Jorda&.'    ••• 
cannot  even  cross  over  Jordan  witboatpa:^ 
toll  to  this  hierarchy. 

The  rates  of  toll  allowed  by  these  ]s<}iio;>.:-! 
may  be  seen  in  **  an  act  conceroiDg  afenjv 
ferries  across  Bear  river,  and  a  bndgv  •«  e 
the  Malad.''  I'he  tolls  by  the  ferry  ar«  ^fi 
lated  by  section  four,  which  is: 

Sec.  4.  Said  Tounflr  and  others  shall  b«  »!l-}fti  j 
charge  toll  at  the  fol lowing  rates,  n&melj: 

For  a  carriage  or  a  wagon  drawn  bj  tvo  ui- 

mal» - —  f  ^ 

For  a  carriage  or  a  wngon  drawn  hj  fsar  »:• 

For  a  carriage  or  a  wagon  drawn  by  i\i  *ti-  , 

For  a  carriage  or  a  wagon  drawn  by  eigh:  m- 

mals .— ~ V  •  ■ 

For  a  carriage  or  a  wagon  drawn  br  teo  lai- 

For  a  carriage  or  a  wagon  drawn  by  twekeis!- 

mals -  ■* 

For  carts  one  hair  the  foregoing  niti  ekco- 
All  cnimals  with  their  paoks,  each ....<»..- <~  •  - 

AU  packs,  each - .- — -^--    ' 

All  horses,  males,  jacks,  oxen,  cows,  and  ftoiit.    ^ 

except  pank  animals,  each — .~~--'   r 

All  colts,  calves,  sheep,  hogs,  and  loao.  e»l 
All  necessary  drivers  and  assistants  to  ten^sf 

wagons  and  animals,  free. 
All  other  men,  eaoh....<WM~««..««M...«»-.— ~— -—    "* 

Section  five  prohibits  other  ferries. 

"Skc.  5.  If  any  person  or  personi  sbill  wubiw  • 
ferry  within  the  before  described  limia  viIj?:::  • 

frant  from  the  Qovernor  and  Legislative  K^^^^ 
eor  they  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the  p«opi«.;  : 
Territory,  of  Utah  the  earn  of  $IM  to  be  wKf^ 
as  an  aorion  of  debt." 

They  monopolize  grazing  grounds.  B>"« 

are — 

An  act  granting  to  Hebcr  C.  Kimball.  Wedii:  1 

Grant,  Samuel  Snyder,  and  their  as?oa»i<*^ - 

right  of  grounds  for  herding: 

Be  it  enaeled  bv  the  Oovemor  and  legi*^^ 

temblu  a/  tfui  Territory  q^   Utak,  T»»*t^«jJ,t 

sive  right  of  use  of  the  ground  commoBJy  "j 

as  Parley's  Park,  and  the  adjoioinf  v*«ey'^ 
south  ward,  including  Silver  Creek.  13  faerebjp«w 

to  Heber  b.  Kimball,  Jedediah  M.  Qraot, »-«; 
Snyder,  and  their  associates,  for  herd  pousdj.  ^ 
the  period  of  twenty  years. 
Approved  January  19, 1855. 

An  act  granting  unto  Miles  We* w  and  Fr«ak& 
Weaver  a  herd  ground  in  I  tab  wm^J- 

Section  1.  Bt  it  enacted  h  ff^*9??^i^!:Jfu 
lative  Anembly  of  the  Territorv  of  Vt^  "jI^.;^ 
portion  of  land  lying  westof  Utah  lake, aDdfe*.. 
said  lake  and  the  summit  of  the  moBDlwr-^j 
dividing  that  from  Cedar  valley  on  «»e  'sj;^; 
extending  fh>m  the  county  line  hetveea  m- 
Grdit  Salt  Lake  county,  south  aiooK. «!"■  e 
shore  of  the  Jordan  river  and  Utah  I*!"- ^*"  ^. 
south  of  the  preMUt  bridge  acrow  *^\]Sl!ii- 
Lehi  City,  is  granted  unto  Miles  Wearer tfd  i^' 
lin  Weaver  for  a  herd  ground.  .  o^rljt 

Sec.  2.  The  said  Miles  Wearer  ?w,^/J.. 
Weaver  shall  have  the  exclusif «  PfivUef*  "-^. 
trol  of  said  ground.  andshaU  oompJjviW"'*"^ 
ing  laws  in  relation  to  aerding. 

They  have  monopolized  the  ^^it^- 

are —  ^^ 

An  ordinance  to  control  the.  wsjeri  of  J«  ^ 
Springs  and  Rock  Spring,  in  Tooelet*"^- 
county,  for  mills  and  irrigating  porpos* 

Be  it  ordained  and  enacted  h  fjf  ^^rf^jj^c . 
blv  of  the  State  ^  Dteeret,  Tbsl  Esr»  ^-  jj,^  «.' 
hereby  granted  the  exclusive pnnefeui^"\j, ,, 
the  waters  in  Tooele  valley.  Tooele  <J"fLefr  - 
as  the  Twin  Springs,  also  the  waters  thjf  i»"^^ 
a  spring  called  the  Rock  Spring,  in««J '**^ 
county,  for  mills  and  irrigating pvpo*^ 

Approved  December  9. 1850. 

An  ordinance  concerning  City  ****  ,*"r,i, ^ 
Be  it  ordained  by  the  Geneml  ^»*^lL\i  ^ 
of  DesereU  That  Brigham  Young  l|*\c  tti«^  jjt  «« 
trol  of  City  creek  and  oafion:  and  that  WPW 
public  treasury  the  sum  oflSOOthereier. 
Approved  December  9. 1S60. 
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lh  urdinanco  granting  the  waters  of  North  Mill 
Creek  cunoi).  and  the  w:it«>r8  of  the  next  canon 
ij'Tth,  to  liobor  C.  Kimball, 

Skction  1.  lie  it  ordaintidhy  the  Gfneral  A^nemhfy  of 
'#<?  State  of  Deneret^  That  Ueber  0.  Kimball  have  the 
xcluHive  privilege  of  conveying  the  waters^if  North 
III  I  Creek  canon  and  the  waters  of  the  caii<»n  next 
orrh,  f.o  wit,  about  half  a  mile  distant,  to  some 
on  venicnt  point  below  the  mouth  of  the  twocafions, 
ri«l  of  appropriating  the  same  to  the  use  of  asaw- 
liil,  eri.sr-mill,  and  other  machinery. 

iSrc.  2.  Nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent 
ho  w.-iters  aforesaid  from  being  used,  whenever  and 
f'hcrever  it  is  necessary*  for  irrigating. 

Approved  January  9, 1851. 

Ln   act  granting  waters  of  Mill  creek  unto  Presi- 
dent Brigbam  Voung. 

IJe  tt  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  Lfgitlative  An- 
tniUy  of  the  Territory  of  (Jtnht  That  the  privilege  is 
icreby  granted  unto  President  Brigham  Young  to 
ake  the  waters  from  the  channel  of  Mill  creek  im- 
nediately  below  Neff's  mill,  and  convey  the  same 
(>  the  channel  of  Big  Ca&on  creek,  nsrreeabiy  to  the 
irovidions  of  the  act  pojised  in  the  General  Assem- 
»ly  of  the  State  of  Deseret.  January  15, 1850. 

Approved  February  5, 1852. 

Ln  act  gninting unto  Bricham  Young,  sr.. and Frn nk- 
lin  D.  Richards,  the  control  of  waters  from  Mill 
creek,  in  Great  Salt  Lake  oonnty. 

fie  it  enacted  by  the  Governor  and  LeffiMlatioe  At- 
emOfy  of  the  Territory  of  Utah,  That  all  the  rigbti 
,nd  privilexes,  as  contemphited  in  "An  act  granting 
h«^  control  of  waters  from  Mill  crook,  in  Great  Salt 
j-'ko  county,  unto  Willard  Richards,"  approved 
I'obruary  3.  1S52«  be,  and  hereby  are,  granted  unto 
}ri$;iiiiui  Young,  sr.,  and  Franklin  D.  Richards. 

Approved  January  14, 1857. 

'i'hey  have  inoiiopolizeii  the  timber  on  the 

)uhlic  domain.    Here  id  an  ordinance  in  rda- 

rion  to  timber  in  the  mountains  west  of  Jor- 

l.iri : 

* '  Sectiok.  1.  Be  it  ordained  by  the  General  Aneewbly 
/  thf  State  of  Deeeret,  That  the  exclusive  control  or 
he  timber  in  the  cuiionson  the  east  aide  of  the  range 
tt'  mountains  wedt  of  Jordan,  in  Great  Salt  Lake 
rounty,  if;  hereby  granted  to  George  A.  Smith,  who 
K  hereby  authorized  to  control  the  timber  in  said 
tniions,  to  work  roads  into  tbem«  and  to  direct  when, 
V  here,  and  by  whom  timber  may  be  taken  oat  there* 
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rom. 

They  have  even  ventured  to  grant  the  pub- 
ic lands  to  corporations  and  privileged  per- 
iODS.  Here  is  an  act  incorporating  Cotton- 
Tvood  Canal  Company  : 

"Sec.  5.  The  company  shall  have  the  privilege  of 
and  claims  along  the  line  of  said  canal,  upon  the 
>nst  side,  one  mile  in  width,  and  on  the  west  side 
»rie  half  mile  in  vff^th,  except  legal  claims  therein 
tow  existing;  and,  may  sell,  transfer,  and  dispose 
»f  the  same  to  aid  them  in  the  condtructiou  of 
i.iid  canai.  They  mav  receive  payment  from  those 
ilrcidy  holding  latid  claims  for  whatever  benefit 
hey  may  receive  by  the  oanal  passing  through  or 
)y  their  claims." 

They  also  control  public  roads,  and  now 
.hey  propose  to  monopolize  railroad  routes. 

In  these  statutes  of  Utah  Territory  I  find 
he  act  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
Slonianai  [Mr.  ClagktT|1  by  which  it  is 
nade  a  penal  offense  for  any  person  to  quote 
II  a  court  in  Utah  any  law-book  or  authority 
>ther  than  the  laws  of  Utah.  Here  is  a  great 
)vershadowing  system  of  monopolies  protected 
)y  penal  statutes ;  and  now  when  people  who 
lt>  not  happen  to  live  there  and  to  belong  to  that 
lierarchy  ask  the  right  to  build  a  railroad,  not 
n  this  Territory  alone,  but  through  this  Terri- 
ory  and  the  adjoining  Territory ;  when  they 
¥aut  to  take  capital  there,  and  make  an  outlet 
Tom  one  great  Pacific  railroad  to  the  other 
hrough  two  great  Territories,  we  are  met  by 
his  hierarchy,  who  having  built  a  few  miles 
>t  road  say  that  nobody  else  shall  build  an- 
:)iher  road  running  in  the  same  direction. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  Have  I  said  any 
,bing  of  that  kind? 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  The  committee  have 
Xfrread  that  this  bill  shall  not  affect  the  right, 
Mrhatever  it  may  be,  of  the  Mormon  company, 
which  has  already  built  a  short  line,  intended 
;o  anticipate  this.  We  have  agreed  not  to 
nterfere  with  that  company,  not  to  touch  its 
ights  in  any  way.  We  agree  to  keep  our 
mnds  off  them  ;  why  can  they  not  keep  their 
lands  off  other  people?  1  do  not  propose  to 
nterfere  in  Utah.  I  would  not  touch  in  un- 
findness  **a  hair  on  the  crown  of  the  head'' 
)f  the  gentleman  from  Utah.     [Laughter.]    I 
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do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  his  peculiar 
institutions.  If  ho  wants  a  hundred  wives,  I 
do  not  envy  him  the  luxury ;  one  is  enough  for 
me!  [Laughter.]  I  do  not  now  propose  to 
interfere  with  any  of  those  matters;  but  I  do 
say,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  this  Union, 
that  while  we  do  not  interfere  with  Utah. 
Utah  shall  not  interfere  with  us.  She  should 
understand  that  she  is  within  the  Union  and 
subject  to  our  laws,  and  that  she  cannot  obstruct 
or  impede  the  progress  and  development  of  the 
country. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Utah.  Before  the  gen- 
tlemiui  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Stevenson]  takes 
his  seat  I  would  like  to  ask  whether  he  does 
not 

The  SPEAKER.  The  time  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  has  expired. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  I  hope  unanimous 
consent  will  be  given  to  admit  the  amend- 
ment of  the  geatieman  from  Utah  in  regard 
to  the  cufions.    I  think  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.     I  have  no  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  be  no  objection, 
the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Utah 
[Mr.  Hooper]  will  be  considered  as  agreed  to. 

Mr.  McCORMIGK,  of  Missouri.  I  ask  that 
the  amendment  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

After  the  word  *'  embankment,"  in  line  eleven  of 
section  four,  insert  the  following: 

Provided^  That  the  rights  herein  granted  shall  not 
preciude  the  oonstruotion  of  other  roads  through 
any  canon,  defile,  or  pass  on  said  road. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  amendment 
was  adopted. 

Mr.    DUNNELL.      I  move  to  amend  by 

adding  to  section  five  the  following : 

Provided,  That  said  eompany  shall  complete 
twenty-five  miles  of  said  road  within  one  year  after 
the  passage  of  this  act. 

*  By  this  amendment  we  propose  to  show 
Chat  we  are  acting  in  good  faith,  and  are  will- 
ing to  accept  any  reasonable  amendment  which 
even  the  gentleman  from  Utah  may  present. 

The  SPEAKER.  Does  the  gentleman  from 
Minnesota  [Mr.  Duni^ell]  yield  for  further 
amendment 

Mr.  DUNNELL.    I  do  not. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  just 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Minnesota  will, 
if  there  be  no  objection,  be  considered  as 
agreed  to. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  the  amendment 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  ask  leave  to  submit  an 
amendment  in  justice  to  the  States  hereafter 
to  be  formed  out  of  the  region  of  country 
through  which  this  road  is  to  pass.  My  amend- 
ment proposes  to  insert  in  the  bill  the  follow- 
ing: 

That  Congress  expressly  reserves  the  ri|rht  to  alter 
or  amend  this  aet,  and  impose  any  restraints  or  lim- 
itations on  the  said  company,  and  to  regulate  the 
cost  of  transportation  of  persons  and  freight  over 
the  same;  and  the  States  hereafter  formed,  and  within 
which  any  part  of  said  railroad  shall  be  ultimately 
situated,  shall  possess  the  like  powers  to  regulate 
transportation  over  said  road  herein  reserved  to 
Congress,  or  to  such  part  of  said  rood  lying  within 
such  State. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  Let  me  say  to  the  gentle- 
man that  that  is  now  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     The  last  clause? 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  The  first  part  is  now  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  The  last  clanse  is  the  most 
important  part,  for  it  secures  to  the  States 
which  may  hereafter  be  erected  out  of  these 
Territories  the  powers  which  they  ought  to 
have. 

Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  have  yielded  to  all  the 
amendments  we  can  allow.  I  do  not  yield 
further. 

The  question  being  taken  on  ordering  the 
bill  as  amended  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third 
reading,  there  were — ayes  71,  noes  65. 

So  the  bill,  being  engrossed,  was  read  a 
third  time. 

The  <^ue8lion  then  recurred  on  the  passage 
of  the  bill. 


•Mr.  DUNNELL.  I  call  the  previotis  ques- 
tion. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  COX.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Cox.  there  were — ayes  54,  noes  72. 

Mr.  COX.     1  call  fur  the  yeas  and  nays.       ^ 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  audit  was  decided 
in  the  negative*— yeas  68,  nays  105,  not  voting 
72 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Acker,  Adams.  Archer,  Arthur, 
Beck, Bell,  Bird,  Braxton.  James  Brooks.  Bufiinton, 
Cox,  Crossland,  Davis.  Dox,  Du  Bose,  Duke,  Ely, 
Forker.  Gets,  Griffith,  Haldeman,  Hancock,  UHnkw, 
John  T.  llarris,  Uereford,  Hibbard,  Holman,  Korr, 
Kil'inger,  King.  Lamison,  Lewis,  Manson.  Marshall, 
McClelland.  Molntyre,  Mercur,  Merrick  Morgan, 
Niblack.  Uosea  W.  Parker,  Potter.  Randall,  Read, 
Edward  Y.  Rice,  JohnM.Rice.  William  R.  Roberts, 
Scofield,  Sherwood.  Slooum.  R.  Milton  Speor,  Ste- 
vens Storm,  Strong,  Swann,  Taflfe.  Terry,  Dwight 
Towitsend,  Van  Tramp,  Warren,  Wfiitthome,  Wood, 
and  Young— 63. 

NAYS  — Messrs.  Averill,  Barber.  Barry,  Beatty, 
Bevcridge,  Bigby,  Austin  Blair,  Boles.  George  M. 
Brooks,  Buckley,  Burohard,  Burdctt,  Roderick  R. 
Butler,  Freeman  Clarke,  Cobum.  Coghlan,  C«>Dger, 
Conner, Cotton,  Crocker,  DHrrall,De Large,  Dickey, 
Donnan,  Dunnell,  Enmes,  Elliott,  Farnsworth.Fmk- 
elnburg.  Wilder  J>.  Foster,  Fryo,  Garfield.  Garrett, 
Hale,  Halsey.Hambleton,  Hanaley,  Harper,  Havens, 
Hay,  Hays,  Gerry  W.  Hazelton,  John  W.  Hiixelton, 
Herndon,  Hoar,  Hooper,  Kelley,  Kendall.  Ketcham, 
Lamport,  Lansing,  Lowe,  Miiynard,  McCormick,  Mc- 
Crary,  McJunkin,  McKoe,  Merrinm.  Moore,  Morey, 
Leonard  Myers,  Orr,  Packard,  Packer,  Peck,  Pen- 
dleton, Perce.  Aaron  F.  Perry,  Sli  Perry,  Peters, 
Poland.  Prindle.  Ritchie,  Ellis  H.  Roberts,  Rogers, 
Rusk,  Sargent,  Sawyer,  Seeley,  Sessions,  Shanks. 
Sheldon,  Shoemaker,  Slater.  Slose,  John  A.  Smith, 
Snapp.  Snyder,  Thomas  J.  Speer,  Sprague,  Stark- 
weather, Stevenson.  Stonghton,  Sutherland,  Wash- 
ington Townsend,  Turner.  Twichell,  Tyner.  Wake- 
man.  Walden,  \^'aUace,  Wells,  Willard,  Williams  of 
Indiana,  and  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson— 105. 

NOT  VOTING— Meesrs.  Ambler,  Ames.  Banks, 
Barnum,  Biggs,  Bingbain,  James  G.  Blair,  Bright, 
Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Caldwell,  Campbell.  Carroll, 
William  T.  Clark.  Cobb.  Comingo,  Crebs,  Creely. 
Ctiioher,  Dawes,  Doell,  Eldredge,  Farwell^  Charles 
Foster.  Henry  D.  Foster,  GoUaday.  Gbodnch,  Har- 
mer,  Georse  E.  Harris,  Hawley,  Hill,  Houghton, 
Kellogg.  Kinsella,  Leach,  Lynch,  McGrew  Mc- 
Henry,  McKinney,  McNeely,  Benjamin  F.  Meyers, 
Mitchell.  Monroe,  Morphis.  Negley,  Palmer,  Isaac 
C.  Parker,  Piatt,  Porter,  Price.  Rainey,  Robinson, 
Roosevelt,  Shellabarfor.  Shober,  H.  Boardman 
Smith,  Worthington  C.  Smith,  Stowell,  St.  John, 
Sypher.  Thomas,  Tuthill,  Upson,  VaughaniVoor- 
hees,  Waddell,  Waldron,  Walls.  Wheeler.  White- 
ley,  Williams  of  New  York,  John  T.  Wilson  and 
Winchester-62. 

So  the  House  refused  to  lay  the  bill,  aa 
amended,  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  then  passed. 

Mr.  DUNNELL  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

KNROLLXD  BILLS  8IG.N1CD. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  the  committee 
had  examined  and  found  truly  enrolled  bills 
of  the  following  titles;  when  the  Speaker 
signed  the  same : 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1688)  to  create  the  Link- 
ton  land  district  in  the  Siate  of  Oregon  ;  aud 

An  act  (H.  K.  No.  2253)  for  the  relief  of 
Cathron  &  Magnire,  bankers  and  brokers,  of 
the  city  of  Home,  Georgia. 

INDIANA  CONTBSTKD-ELKCTION  CASE. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  gave 
notice  day  before  yesterday  that  I  would  to-day 
call  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions in  the  contested-election  case  of  Good- 
ing against  Wilson,  from  the  fourth  congres- 
sional district  of  the  State  of  Indiana.  The 
time  has  now  so  far  passed  that  we  are  pre- 
cluded from  considering*  it  to-day,  especially 
as  the  special  order  on  the  civil  service  reform 
holds  possession  of  the  floor  at  two  o'clock, 
and  I  now  give  notice  that  on  Monday  next 
after  the  moruing  hour  I  shall  move  to  sus- 
pend the  rules  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up 
aud  considering  the  resolution  reported  Irom 
the  Committee  of  Elections  in  that  contested- 
election  case. 
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JAPAN  AND  CHINA  8TBAM8HIP  8KRTT0I8.  ' 

The  SPEAKER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
laid  before  the  House  concurrent  resolution 
of  the  State  of  California,  in  relation  to  ocean 
mail  steamship  services  between  San  Fran- 
CISCO  and  Japan  and  China;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

NBW  HATBN  HARBOR  LIOHT-HOUBB. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  i:^nanimou8  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  answer  to  a  res- 
olution of  the  House  of  March  20,  1872,  in 
relation  to  removing  the  light  at  New  Haven 
harbor,  Connecticut,  to  Southwest  Ledge; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

DI8ABLKD  fORBIGN  8BAMBN. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a  bill 
to  regulate  marine  hospital  charges  u>r  sick 
and  disabled  foreign  seamen ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PAT  OF  PE0PB8S0R8   AT   MILITARY   AGADBHT. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanimous  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  pay  of 
professors  at  West  Point  Military  Academy ; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

JB8SB  B.  PBTTON. 

The  SPEAKER  also,  by  unanitaious  con- 
sent, laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  claim  of 
Jesse  E.  Peyton,  for  rent,  damages,  &c.; 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

W.  G.  BLLIOTT. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CONGER,  by  unanimous 
consent,  leave  was  given  to  withdraw  from  the 
files  of  the  House  the  papers  in  the  case  of 
W.  G.  Elliott 

TRAN8IT  OF  YBNU8. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  that  the  bill  (S.  No.  968)  mak- 
ing an  appropriation  for  instruments  to  be 
used  in  observations  upon  the  transit  of  Venus, 
in  1874,  be  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
with  a  view  to  its  being  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  the  bill  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations. 

PRINTING  OF  IMMIGRATION  RBPORT. 

Mr.  SHELDON.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  report  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
for  present  action,  the  following  resolution : 

Retolvdt  That  the  Committee  on  Printing  be  in- 
structed to  inqaire  into  the  propriety  of  puBlishinff 
five  thoasand  oopiea  of  the  report  on  Immigration 
in  the  FreDoh  language. 

Mr.  TOWNSBND,  of  New  York.    I  object. 

ABRIAL  TBLBGRAPH  COMPANY. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  report  back  from  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  772)  incorporating 
the  Loomis  Aerial  Telegraph  Company,  and 
to  move  that  the  Committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  same,  and  that 
it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whose  business  to-morrow 
after  the  honr  of  two  o'clock  is  assigned.  This 
is  a  District  of  Columbia  bill,  and  properly 
belongs  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  POTTER.    I  object. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  hope  the  gentleman  will 
not  iusist  on  the  objection. 

Mr.  POTTER.  In  consequence  of  the  rep- 
resentations of  my  friend  from  Indiana  on  my 
left,  [Mr.  HoLMAK,!  I  withdraw  the  objection. 

There  was  no  further  objection ;  and  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  was  discharged  from 


the  further  consideration  of  the  bill,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia. 

DBCLARATORT  ACT. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  n.  No.  2329) 
declaring  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  a 
statute ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

CIVIL  SBRYICB. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hour  of  two  o'clock 
having  arrived,  the  House  resumes  the  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  787)  to  pre- 
serve the  independence  of  the  several  depart- 
ments of  the  Government,  upon  which  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holmak]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  [Mr.  Dukb]  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  the  biU. 

Mr.  DUKE.  I  offer  the  followin(|[  amend- 
ment, to  come  in  ailer  the  third  section. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  it  sh  All  be  anlawfal  for  any  person  whatever, 
directly  or  indireotly,  to  reeommend  or  advise  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  any  head  of  any 
Department  or  bureau  of  the  Government,  to  ap- 
point any  person  to  or  remove  any  person  from  offlee 
unless  suen  recommendation  or  advico  shall  be  in 
writing,  and  every  such  writinff  shall  be  filed  and 
preserved  in  the  proper  Departments  subject  to 
mspection. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  California  [Mr.  Coohljlk]  for  the  same 
purpose. 

Mr.  COGHLAN.  I  offer  the  following 
amendment,  as  an  additional  section  to  the 
bill. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

Sac.  ~.  That  the  terms  of  all  civil  oiBces  which 
have  been  or  may  be  filled  by  appointment  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  by  the  heads  of 
Departments,  or  by  persons  appointed  by  either  of 
them,  except  as  hereinafter  proTided,  shall  termin- 
ate on  the  dOth  day  of  April,  1873;  and  the  terms  of 
all  offices  not  hereinafter  excepted  shall,  after  the 
last-named  date,  terminate  on  the  90th  day  of  April 
of  every  fourth  year  thereafter :  Provided^  That  this 
act  shall  not  apply  to  the  heads  of  Departments, 
Assistatft  Secretaries  of  Departments.  Assistant 
Attorneys  General,  and  First  Assistant  Postmaster 
General,  Solicitor  General,  Solicitor  of  the  Treas- 
ury, naval  solicitor,  solicitor  of  internal  revenue, 
examiner  of  claims  m  the  State  Department,  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  btates.  Register  of  the  Treasury, 
First  and  Second  Comptrollers  of  the  Treasury, 
Judges  of  the  United  States  courts,  district  attor- 
neys. Private  Secretary  of  the  President,  embassa- 
dors and  other  public  ministers.  Saperintendent  of 
the  Coast  Survey,  Director  of  the  Mint,  Governors 
of  Territories,  special  commissioners,  special  coun- 
sel, visiting  and  examining  boards,  persons  appointed 
to  positions  withoat  compensation  for  services,  and 
persons  in  the  employ  of  the  War  or  Navy  Depart- 
ment. 

The  SPEAKER.  These  amendments  are 
being  offered  by  nnanimous  consent. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  suppose  there  is  no  objec- 
tion to  their  being  considered  pending. 

There  was  no  objection. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  [Mr.  Bird]  ten  minutes. 

Mr.  BIRD.  As  I  intend  to  record  my  vote 
against  this  bill,  I  desire  to  give  my  reasons 
for  so  doing.     The  first  section  provides — 

That  hereafter  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Congress,  or  Delegate  from  a 
Territory,  verbally  or  in  writing,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, or  Dv  any  agent  or  third  person,  to  solicit  or 
recommend,  or  advise  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  head  of  a  Department,  or  of  any 
bureau  thereof,  or  any  official  who  has  bv  law  power 
to  nominate  or  appoint  to  positions  in  the  civil  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  to  nominate  or  appoint, 
or  to  refuse  to  nominate  or  appoint,  any  person  to 
or  to  remove  any  person  from  office  or  employment 
in  the  civil  service,  except  as  hereinafter  provided 

The  inference  from  reading  this  section  is 
that  members  of  Congress  are  incompetent 
or  dishonest,  and  therefore  not  in  any  sense 
qualified  to  participate  in  the  duties  and  obli- 
gations  which  necessarily  arise  in  the  admin- 
istration of  a  Government  like  ours.  For  one, 
it  seems  to  me  that  every  individual  who  sup- 
ports this  measure  to  some  extent  thereby  im- 
plies his  own  stultification.  It  is  a  confession 
of  unfitness  to  fill  an  exalted  and  distinguished 


public  position.  It  implies  disho&«gtj. 
individual  desiring  the  welfare  of  the  Go 
ment,  no  individaal  desiring  to  adrsTtc^ 
interests  of  his  constituents,  do  iodiT^daL  ^ 
siring  to  preserve  the  integrity  sod  pcnty^ 
the  service,  would  for  a  moment  say  tkli 
requirementa  of  the  public  serrice  cu.  i 
necessary  to  enact  a  measure  of  tlii«  kiai.  Bi 
so  doing  he  saya  that  he  himself  is  not  quitl 
to  participate  in  this  work ;  by  bo  Lv^  te 
makes  it  apparent  to  all  the  world  tb  h 
himself  is  not  capacitated,  moraliy  or  ii>i- 
lectually,  for  any  public  trust.  I  am  ioprr^ 
with  the  conviction  that  a  vote  for  thi«  :i  i 
an  admission  of  inability  to  resist  the  vrctitf 
to  stand  for  the  right. 

It  will  not  dotosay  thatanimmemeizcG: 
of  moral  pressure  is  brought  tobttr  ^pt 
member  of  Congress.  If  he  be  not  qui^ 
to  resist  that  moral  pressure,  then  he  j  k: 
qualified  for  the  position  in  which  fai5ci:>:: 
nents  have  placed  him.  With  the  h^:-... 
and  with  the  various  heads  of  bar^^.  i&: 
with  the  intelligence  that  this  How  im- 
posed to  possess,  it  does  seem  to  me  pert?^  - 
competent  that  snch  an  administrsiion ^J,t^ 
affairs  ought  to  be  had  and  can  be  bidt< ' 
protect  us  from  fraud,  cormption,  peeoi^ 
and  all  sorts  of  malfeasances  inthepat^lit/r 
vice.  Is  any  gentleman  willing  to  tckoctirJ^ 
by  his  vote  in  supporting  a  bill  of  ihu  cb' 
acter  that  he  is  not  to  be  trusted  in  the  ^icf. 
service  ?  For  it  comes  to  that,  tod  ve  ei^:'* 
stop  short  of  it. 

Sir,  when  these  men  betray  the  GoTeraoe!  \ 
confidence  by  a  surrender  of  the  highest  t:>i 
known  to  the  world,  we  sboold  do  uiwr- 
ancient  Jews  with  Achen.  They  took  hie  rj 
his  family  and  effects  into  the  valley  of  Ati*. 
and  consigned  them  to  eternal  and  cTerbsi?: 
infamy  and  reproach.  Let  the  President  ii.  ;• 
United  States,  let  the  heads  of  bureao^,  letMrf 
individual  in  position  of  trust  when  h**  "-^ 
his  fellow  in  fault  consign  bim  to  tbit  iri&^> 
and  disgrace.  The  civil  service  canoot  te  -^ 
formed  by  law,  but  by  the  growing  ra-T».7 
among  the  people.  I  insist  upon  it  tba;  :e 
the  public  heart  is  right  and  the  jndtw:' 
controlled  by  proper  moral  conTiciiuti' 
reformation  can  take  pla<!^.  Lsv<  ^^ ' 
change  individuals;  laws  do  not  refonn  r- 
public  service ;  laws  do  not  drive  away  p«&a 
tors  and  public  plunderers.  Laws  are,  loiieri 
but  stepping-stonea  for  rascals,  peculators,  »•; 
thieves  throughout  the  country.  Tbe  pj  •« 
thief  and  the  public  plunderer  are  tie  =•?;; 
intelligent  men  in  the  land.  They  are  i"^ 
very  men  who  could  submit  to  a  sauriKt*! 
examination.  I  say  they  hare  the  wry  r&v^ 
force,  of  a  certain  sort,  which  '"»  f^U* 
them  under  a  law  such  as  is  proposed  m*-' 
bill  and  other  propositions  before  the  tif^ 
but  unless  you  meet  them  with  tbe  foHKr- 
of  a  higher  and  nobler  moral  rwtrawt.  r* 
ing  them,  whenever  their  iniquities  are  «^ 
covered,  with  universal  reprobation  »Bfl[|^^^ 
demnation,  and  to  this  great  end  im^  - 
every  individual  at  the  head  of  a  barest..^ 
the  head  of  a  Department,  and  v^^^^^ 
the  head  of  the  Government  itself,  respoi^- 
in  the  severest  sense  for  the  condact  of  icfj 
thieves  and  peculators  and  rop^^^- 
unless  you  do  this,  roguery,  rascaiitj. 

plunder  will  continue.  ^     /,,.j 

*'----  -  often  li?i/ 


Mr.  Speaker,  as  there  are 
deserters  in  an  army,  so  there  wiii  -^jj^ 
ferers,  plunderers,  and  robbers  in  tbe  i»  -^ 
service,  without  the  very  higheat  sense  o 
sponsibility  on  the  part  of  the  appoi"^^^; 
power,  and  even  then  perhaps  at  ^"°*'.\^ 
sir,  you  will  never  attain  to  the  Tety  i'?^ , 
degree  of  perfection  in  the  citiI  sernce « ^ 
you  deal  with  delinquents  as  ^^^^ ,, 
armies  do  with  deserters.  Le'  Vrtft  ' 
proof  of  the  charge,  shot  dead  or  hune.  >^'J^ 
short  of  political  death  to  all  snch  wii. 


us  from  the  danger  to  which  ^^.^^^^^^ 
0  rapidly  hastening.  And,  sir,  *°* .  ^ 
ifestly  b  neglected  through  the  tetf- 


be  so 
manifest 
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Dr  incapacity  of  the  chief  of  any  Department 
or  boreaa,  on  the  discovery  of  the  fact,  let 
hinii  too,  at  once  be  consigoed  to  eternal  polit- 
ical infamy  by  a  sentence  or  decree  of  per- 
petual banishment.  When  all  in  authority 
and  all  ibeir  subordinates  understand  this; 
when  they  are  brought,  by  the  force  of  a 
nobler  and  purer  public  morality,  to  feel  that 
a  righteous  retribution  awaits  them  if  they 
dare  to  tolerate  vice,  corruptioo,  or  fraud; 
when  they  are  made  to  feel  that  the  indigua- 
tion  of  the  people  will  visit  them  with  the 
certainty  and  celerity  of  the  lightning,  then 
we  will  have  a  civil  service  reform  which  will 
command  the  admiration  of  all,  which  will  in 
no  sense  lead  to  the  embarrassment  of  Con- 
gressmen unless  they  are  dishonest,  however 
much  they  may  solicit  or  advise  appointments, 
for  they,  too,  will  share  in  the  responsibility, 
and  justly,  and  which  will  preserve  us  from 
the  disgrace  which  so  many  now  acknowledge 
afflicts  us. 

Individual  responsibility,  not  in  name,  but 
in  truth,  is  the  highest  protection  the  public 
can  have.  No  laws,  no  boards  of  commission, 
no  investigations  can  dispense  with  the  imme- 
diate, direct,  and  speedy  responsibility  and 
accountability  of  the  public  servant  of  what- 
ever grade,  whether  high  or  low,  to  the  people, 
to  a  pure,  enlightened,  and  vigilant  public 
opinion.  Let  the  President  and  all  his  Secre- 
taries be  impressed  with  the  conviction  that 
no  excuse  will  be  entertained  for  a  laxity  of 
public  morals,  in  whatever  form  it  may  be  ex- 
hibited, and  yon  will  at  once  see  the  dawning 
of  a  new  era  in  the  administration  of  the 
Government.  Hundreds  of  officers  will  be 
dispensed  with,  and  millions  of  money  will 
be  saved  annually.  The  people  are  greatly  to 
blame  for  what  the  country  is  now  so  griev- 
ously suffering  from.  In  this  respect  there 
is  a  most  shameful  and  lamentable  perversion 
of  truth,  morality,  and  justice.  Who  can 
justify  for  one  moment  the  continuance  of  a 
bad  man  in  office  or  the  support  of  his  supe- 
rior for  keeping  him  there  ?  And  yet  this  is 
often  done.  This  is  the  wrong.  The  passage 
of  this  bill  will  not  remedy  iL  The  fault  is 
with  the  people,  who  are  too  yielding,  too 
merciful  for  the  sake  of  party. 

There  is  no  virtue  in  crimination  and  re- 
crimination simply.  Republicans  charging 
Democrats  with  faithlessness  will  not  purify 
the  civil  service.  Republicans  may  thus 
make  Democrats  feel  annoyed,  but  they  will 
not  thereby  renovate  any  of  the  Departments, 
nor  remove  a  single  corrupt  official.  Denun* 
ciations  of  Tammany  will  no^  atone  for  the 
demoralization  in  the  custom  house.  When 
we  are  charged  with  the  frauds  of  a  few  indi- 
viduals in  a  single  State,  I  might  retort  and 
ask  the  Republicans  to  purge  their  party  of 
the  outrageous  results  of  carpet-bag  and  scal- 
awag rule  in  the  South.  But  this  alone  will 
not  accomplish  the  work  that  good  citizens 
must  long  for,  and  which,  I  suppose,  this  bill 
is  intended  for.  It  will  be  of  little  avail  for 
roe  to  rummage  through  the  history  of  Mr. 
Lincoln's  administration,  though  much  of  it 
is  still  fresh  in  the  mind,  for  instances  of 
fraud.  The  same  may  be  said  of  Andrew 
Johnson's  administration,  however  full  it  may 
have  been  of  short- comings.  We  have  work 
enough  on  hand  in  looking  afler  and  dealing 
with  the  present  Administration.  We  can  in 
no  sense  atone  for  the  past  so  well  as  by  pro- 
viding for  the  present  and  acquiring  every 
needed  security  for  the  future.  If  General 
Grant  has  established  and  maintained  a  civil 
service  system  which  secures  the  country 
against  criminals  in  office,  then  give  him  the 
praise;  but  if  he  has  not,  it  is  our  duty  to  say 
that  with  him  is  the  responsibility,  and,  being 
found  wanting,  he  is  condemned. 

To  this  it  must  come  if  we  would  save  oar 
country.  Every  honest  man  must  stand  ready 
to  be  the  public  accuser  of  every  public  man, 
of  every  officeholder,  if  we  would  sustain  our 
credit,  our  honor,  and  our  national  strength. 


It  will  not  do  for  a  man,  because  he  is  a  Con- 
gressman, to  escape  his  share  of  duty  and  obli- 
gation behind  the  weak  defenses  of  legislative 
enactment. 

Let  us,  then,  look  at  the  present  condition  of 
our  service  and  learn,  if  we  can,  whether  or 
not  it  is  possible  to  reach  the  end  so  much 
desired  by  other  means  rather  than  this  bill. 

It  has  been  for  years  and  still  is  urged  that 
the  condition  of  the  civil  service  is  so  vicious, 
degrading,  and  polluted,  so  under  the  control 
of  corrupt  men,  peculators,  and  pilferers  as 
to  demand  the  most  stringent  legislation,  with 
the  view  and  hope  of  effecting  a  change  and 
reformation  in  the  management  of  the  differ- 
ent Executive  Departments  of  the  Government. 
Untold  millions  of  the  people's  money  have 
been  unlawfully  appropriatea,  stolen,  or  squan- 
dered, and  the  thieves  and  miscreants  are  still 
holdin|[  high  carnival.  Everywhere  the  atmos- 
phere IS  tainted,  beclouded,  repulsive. 

To  so  vast  an  extent  is  this  true,  so  univer- 
sally has  the  stream  become  befouled  and  pois- 
oned, that  men  who  float  upon  it,  who  are 
intrusted  in  a  peculiar  manner  with  the  safety 
of  the  great  public  interests,  stand  aghast, 
express  their  alarm  in  very  terror,  express 
their  alarm  with  the  fervency  of  men  conscious 
of  the  highest  responsibility,  and  with  a  patri- 
otic ardor  that  commands  universal  attention. 
Tried  and  trusted  leaders  of  the  Republican 
party,  those  who  stood  as  its  sponsors,  those 
who  were  its  patrons,  and  if  they  had  had  any 
such  taking  off  as  John  Brown  or  Mr.  Lincoln 
would  to-day  be  canonized  as  among  its 
saints,  those  who  urged  or  supported  the 
nomination  and  zealously  advocated  the  elec- 
tion of  General  Grant,  such  men  spoke  first, 
warning  the  Administration,  its  friends,  and 
the  country  against  the  inevitable  and  rapidly 
approaching  ruin  threatening  us  at  the  very 
heart  and  center  of  the  country  and  the  public 
service.  It  is  in  the  highest  degree  fortunate  that 
this  enormous  and  inexcusable  sin,  this  ac- 
cursed transgression  against  a  generous,  con- 
fiding, over- taxed,  and  patriotic  people  is  con- 
fessed, exposed,  and  published  by  those  who 
are  in  a  position  to  know,  who  have  a  right, 
as  well  as  the  moral  courage,  to  speak,  and 
whose  utterances  cannot  fail  to  challenge  atten- 
tion, and  to  spur  the  people  throughout  the 
land  to  the  promptest,  most  unrestrained  and 
vigilant  action.  The  voice  of  Democrats  was 
unheeded ;  but  when  a  number  of  the  most 

Srominent  as  well  as  sagacious  and  upright 
republicans  stepped  forward  and  guardedly, 
temperately,  but  emphatically  declared  the 
existence,  prevalence,  and  destructive  ten- 
dency of  this  most  abominable  sin  of  corrup- 
tion in  the  public  service,  this  perfidy  and 
baseness  of  public  servants  in  the  discharge 
of  the  most  solemn  obligations,  a  nation  sprang 
to  its  feet  and  expressed  its  deep  abhorrence 
and  condemnation. 

Yes,  an  overshadowing  and  all-controlling 
necessity  has  come  upon  us.  The  varions 
propositions  before  Congress  within  the  last 
two  years  favoring  civil  service  reform  imply 
and  enforce  this  assertion.  Evidently  a  great 
change  has  arisen,  or  has  been  introduced,  or 
has  been  tolerated,  allowed  to  erow  into  im- 
mense proportions,  to  prompt  the  suggestion 
and  support  of  such  measures  by  the  friends 
of  the  Administration.  What  is  that  condition 
or  situation  ?  It  is  the  open,  barefaced,  con- 
tinued, and  most  outrageous  public  robbery 
by  the  public  servants,  «r  their  agents  and 
employes.  Instances  numerous  and  glaring 
are  too  fresh  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen  to 
need  repetition. 

Why  should  there  in  this  enlightened  day 
be  all  these  exhibitions  of  flagitious  prodi- 
gality, venality,  and  crime?  Is  there  any 
possible  reason  that  would  not  as  well  apply 
to  any  other  period  in  our  history  ?  We  are 
now  in  the  ninety-sixth  year  of  our  inde- 
pendence. Should  it  be  our  hope  or  ex- 
gectation  that  vice  or  virtue  would  the. more 
ourish  and  prevail?    Were  these  base  and 


miserable  characteristics  of  the  service  sc 
shamefully  rank  in  our  early  history  as  now, 
or  indeed  at  any  other  period  of  our  annals  ? 
The  pages  of  the  past  reveal  nothing  of  the 
kind.  In  vain  do  we  search  for  such  disgust 
ing  blots  upon  the  national  escutcheon  prioi 
to  this  Administration,  prior  to  Republican 
ascendancy,  prior  to  their  undivioed  and 
absolute  control.  What  excuse  have  they? 
Human  nature  has  not  changed.  It  was  no 
purer  in  itself  in  our  earlier  career  than  now  ; 
men  were  under  the  same  influences  then  as 
to-dav.  There  were  the  same  unholy  desires 
to  influence  every  human  breast  and  if  culti- 
vated to  spread  eternal  waste  on  every  hand. 
Ambition  was  as  haughty  in  its  conquests, 
licentiousness  as  debasing,  avarice  as  greedy, 
and  corruption  as  unscrupulous. 

But  who  is  responsible?  Against  whom 
should  public  indignation  be  leveled  ?  Is  Gen- 
eral Grant  the  guilty  one?  I  do  not  say  that 
he  is.  But  I  do  say  that  if  General  Grant  is 
entirely  free  from  fault,  if  it  be  his  aim  to  ad- 
minister the  Government  upon  the  strict  and 
upright  principles  of  a  pure  morality,  if  it  be  bis 
ambition  to  preserve  the  honor  and  integrity  of 
our  people  and  our  country,  he  has  been,  of 
all  rulers,  most  unfortunate  in  his  instruments, 
in  the  men  he  has  chosen,  iii  the  friends 
selected,  in  the  circumstances  that  have  sur- 
rounded him,  in  the  results  that  have  followed 
his  movements,  and  in  the  entanglements, 
corruptions,  and  public  crimes  of  many  of  his 
stewards,  agents,  or  placemen.  In  every  way 
and  at  every  point  in  the  execution  of  the 
laws  he  has  been  unfortunate.  Nothing  grows 
green,  bright,  cheerful,  and  beautiful  under 
his  control ;  nothing  grows  at  ail,  except  in 
corruption  or  decay.  Nothing  grows  or  ad- 
vances, except  like  boils  or  cancers.  Huge 
excrescences  appear  everywhere,  but  they  are 
alarming,  obnoxious,  and  hideous  deformities, 
sickening  to  every  sense,  and  abhorrent  to  all 
but  to  the  mean,  the  mercenary,  and  the  ava- 
ricious. Every  department  of  his  administra- 
tion is  suspected,  charged,  arraigned — viola- 
tions of  law,  of  trust,  of  confidence,  of  honor, 
of  public  morality,  everywhere.  The  public 
service  is  sought,  not  for  the  public  good,  but 
but  for  private  emolument,  for  selfish  ends, 
for  unholy  purposes. 

But  I  do  not  charge  the  President  or  any 
other  individual  with  responsibility  alone.  The 
obligation  for  a  pure,  spotiess,  and  upright 
administration  rests  upon  the  Republican 
party,  and  the  Republican  party,  with  the 
rresident  at  its  head,  I  charge  with  whatever 
there  has  been  of  short-coming,  of  overreach- 
ing, of  false  accounting,  of  money-grabbing,  of 
public  plundering,  of  Tand-grabbing.  I  charge 
and  arraign  all ;  those  who  have  been  keen- 
sighted  and  public-spirited  and  virtuously 
inclined,  opening  the  way  and  urging  the 
exposure  of  crime,  as  weU  as  those  who  throw 
every  obstruction  before  honest  investigation, 
imperiling  all  our  institutions  and  rights. 
None  can  discard  the  fact  that  Republicans 
are  responsible  for  whatever  evils  of  adminis 
tration  have  fallen  upon  us.  Whatever  is  hon- 
orable they  all  rush  in  to  share.  Individuals 
may  be  distinguished  by  noble  sentiments  and 
righteous  deeds,  but  having  cast  their  lots  of 
their  own  volition  with  the  Radical  party,  they 
must  be  judged  accordingly.  If  we  were  to 
name  a  striking  illustration  it  would  be  in  the  ^ 
person,  character,  conduct  of  General  Grant 
Whatever  he  was  before  the  vear  1868  he  is 
now  styled  a  Republican,  ana  so  are  all  his 
followers,  as  well  as  those  who  boast  of  their 
Republicanism  without  owning  Grant  as  their 
leader. 

The  evils  of  maladministration  being  upon 
us,  the  country  suffering  at  every  quarter  from 
flagrant  wrong- doing,  which  is  confessed  by 
t^e  Republicans  in  their  admission  of  the 
necessity  of  civil  service  reform,  let  us  inquire 
briefly  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  their 
responsibility  by  reviewing  the  past. 

Every  branch  of  the  Federal  Government 
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has  been  under  Republican  control  since  1861. 
The  giving  character  to  events,  forming  pub- 
lic morals,  encouraging  virtue,  making  vice 
and  immorality  odious,  compellingro^rues,  ras- 
cals,  and  criminals  to  flee  from  public  indig- 
nation into  obscurity,  have  all  been  within 
their  keeping.  What  is  more,  what  distin- 
guishes them  in  this  particular  and  subjects 
them  in  case  of  failure  to  just  animadversion 
and  greater  condemnation,  is  the  fact  that  they 
made  broad  their  phylacteries,  shouting  with 
Pharisaical  if  not  pious  zeal  that  they  were 
*Hhe  party  of  great  moral  ideas.''  Excuse  them 
if  you  will  during  the  warand  during  Johnson's 
administration  ;  what  have  you  to  say  of  our 
history,  of  the  conduct  of  the  Oovernment 
officials,  since  the  advent  of  the  present  in- 
cumbent of  the  White  House?  Howhavethese 
Republicans  fulfilled  their  pledges?  I  take 
their  own  words.  They  characterized  the  sit- 
uation of  affairs  at  the  last  Chicago  conven- 
tion, and  promised  the  needed  reform.  This 
resolution  was  in  their  platform: 

"  The  GoTornment  of  the  United  States  should  be 
administered  with  the  strictest  economy;  and  the 
corraptions  whfch  have  been  so  shamefally  nursed 
and  fostered  by  Andrew  Johnson  call  loudly  for 
radical  reform." 

In  this  resolution  two  things  are  most  dis- 
tinctly enunciated:  first,  the  necessity  for  the 
strictest  economy,  and  secondly,  the  exist- 
ence of  the  most  ** shameful"  corruption. 
Thus  the  Republicans  began  the  present  ad- 
ministration, the  third  one  in  succession  of 
their  ascendancy.  With  this  cry  their  power 
is  continued  in  every  branch.  The  guards, 
sentinels,  and  watchmen  are  all  Republicans. 
Not  a  dollar  is  seen  or  handled  by  Democrats 
until  it  has  first  been  blessed  or  polluted  by 
the  chosen  servants  of  Republicans.  And  yet, 
BOtwiihstanding  their  resolution  at  Chicago 
promising  the  strictest  economy  and  admit- 
ting the  most  shameful  corruption,  after  three 
years  of  undisturbed  possession,  and  during 
all  these  years  in  the  midst  of  profound  peace, 
the  cry  for  civil  service  reform  has  come  up 
from  every  section,  and  the  necessity  for  it 
has  been  most  unqualifiedly  and  undisguisedly 
admitted  by  this  House  in  ordering  a  commit- 
tee on  civil  service  reform  by  the  Senate  in 
various  resolutions,  by  both  branches  of  Con- 

fress  in  making  appropriations,  and  by  the 
'resident  in  sundry  messages.  Nothing  more 
need  be  said  to  show  the  most  frightful  con- 
dition of  the  Administration. 

What,  sir,  is  all  this  but  an  open  confession 
of  failure  and  incapacity?  Uow  can  the 
American  people  fail  to  read  in  all  this  the 
total  unfitness  of  the  present  party  to  govern  ? 
But  what  is  most  amazing,  what  gives  evi- 
dence of  the  suprepiest  audacity,  with  all  the 
evidences  of  incapacity  upon  their  lips,  and 
guilt  upon  their  skirts,  in  that  they  are  about 
to  ask  tor  future  confidence. 

But,  sir,  mj  contention  is  that  there  is  no 
necessity  for  any  additional  legislation  or  re- 
straint upon  any  branch  of  the  Government, 
nor  for  the  enlargement  of  the  powers  of  any, 
to  preserve  the  civil  service  in  this  country  as 
pure  and  free  from  corruption,  prodigality, 
and  crime  as  any  nation  would  be  proud  of,  as 
pure  as  any  individual  would  have  his  own 
private  affairs.  The  powers  of  every  branch 
are  ample,  the  restraints  and  limitations  com- 
plere.  The  President  and  Senate  name  and 
approve  of  all  the  incumbents.'  They  have  the 
power  of  removing.  Let  these  just  and  right- 
eous laws  be  exercised  with  firmness,  with 
nnf'altei-ing  vigor.  Let  the  dictates  of  honesty 
be  sacredly  observed,  and  iniquity  will  seldom 
be  known. 

A  commission  has  been  appointed,  consisting 
of  three  persons,  at  a  large  salary,  to  secure 
competitive  examination,  in  the  hope  of  frus- 
trating the  designs  of  the  ignorant,  the  un 
worthy,  and  the  vicious.  Bnt  your  com  mission 
will  be  in  vain.  It  is  a  mockery.  They  can 
weave  no  web  or  net  that  will  catch  or  entangle 
the  criminal.  Whatever  their  aim  may  be,  in 
reality  they  cao  only   judge  of  intellectual 


acquirements  and  outward  appearances.     Our 
present  embarrassments  come  not  from  that 

?[uarter.  Our  political  misfortunes  spring 
i-om  the  corruption,  the  wickedness  of  the 
human  heart,  not  from  the  defects  or  de- 
formities of  the  mind.  This  curse  no  civil 
service  board,  no  amount  of  legislation,  will 
reach.  The  brightest,  acntest  competitor  may 
often  prove  himself  to  be  the  blackest  villain. 
Corruption,  like  perfidy,  laughs  at  commis- 
sions, examinations,  and  laws.  Regulations 
are  its  toys,  its  agents,  its  easy  stepping-stones. 
Who  are  the  men  that  have  disgraced  the 
country  by  their  infamy?  If  I  were  to  name 
them,  would  not  the  catalogue  give  abundant 
proofof  a&ir  measure  of  ability  in  all  respects 
except  the  ability  to  be  honest? 

What  ordeal,  what  set  of  rules,  would  such 
men  not  pass?  I  therefore  assert  that  it  is"* 
not  intellectual,  but  moral  acquirements  or 
perfections,  that  the  country  requires  in  her 
civil  service.  The  heart,  more  than  the  head, 
is  wrong  in  every  instance  of  fraud  or  crime. 
From  the  heart  proceeds  all  manner  of  lying 
and  deceit. 

The  Republicans  had  a  proper  conception, 
it  may  be,  of  what  the  country  demandea 
when  they  undertook  the  administration  of  the 
Government,  in  claiming  to  be  **  the  party  of 
great  moral  ideas."  Upon  their  part  that 
was  a  bold  assumption,  and,  judging  by  the 
record  they  have  made,  a  shameful  mockery. 
Individuals  and  the  country  will  hence  learn 
that  there  is  a  vast  distinction  between  moral 
ideas  and  moral  sentiments  or  emotions,  be- 
tween brain-work  and  heart-work.  The 
Republican  party  may  have  in  its  public 
career  shown  its  intellectual  power  and  acu- 
men, but  audacious  will  be  the  man  that 
claims  for  it  any  great  degree  of  progress  or 
stability  in  moralitv.  There  is  virtue  as  well 
as  intelligence  in  their  ranks,  but  simple  in- 
telligence soon  learned  the  art  of  keeping  vir- 
tue in  the  background.  Virtue  is  left  out  of 
the  public  heart,  so  that  simple  intelligence, 
like  a  Tamerlane  or  other  conquerors,  goes 
blindly  where  either  ambition  or  corruption 
may  lead. 

The  practices,  so  wicked,  exhibiting  such 
universal  depravity  and  so  threatening  to  the 
liberties  of  the  people,  do  not  arise  from  the 
system  adopted  by  our  fathers  and  bequeathed 
to  us,  but  irom  the  base  prostitution  of  the 
high  powers  that  that  system,  in  its  ordinary 
operations  by  the  election,  conferred  on  the 
party  in  power.  The  abomination  which  has 
awakened  both  alarm  and  disgust,  which  has 
induced  many  to  believe  a  republican  form 
of  government  cannot  be  maintained  while 
men  are  constituted  as  we  now  behold  them, 
lies  in  the  Administration  and  not  in  the  organ. 
The  play  is  perfect  in  all  its  parts,  but  the 
performance,  in  Republican  hands,  excites 
loathing  and  horror.  The  mind  revolts  at  the 
unseemly  attitude  of  the  actors.  The  body 
is  perfect  in  simplicity,  in  symmetry,  in  beauty, 
in  harmony,  in  the  development  of  strength, 
of  vigor  and  elasticity  ;  but  the  keepers  have 
so  shamefully  daubed,  discolored,  and  marred 
it,  that  had  it  not  been  once  committed  to 
other  and  noble  hands,  had  it  not  had  other 
days  of  trial,  had  it  not  long  before  made  a 
history  both  as  brilliant  and  enduring  as  the 
most  precious  motal,  we  should  not  only  bow 
in  confusion,  but  acknowledge  the  last  effort 
of  man  at  seir-governmeut  a  failure. 

Sir,  the  keepers  of  the  jewel  are  at  fault. 
The  sin  lies  at  their  door,  in  their  hands  all 
these  iniquities  have  arisen  and  been  tolerated. 
They  have  forfeited  their  high  trust.  Why, 
then,  should  we  not  charge  the  guilt  upon 
them?  Why  should  not  their  backs  feel  the 
infliction  and  carry  the  stripes? 

For  one,  I  am  not  willing  that  they  should 
escape  from  their  own  unrighteousness,  under 
the  pretense  of  civil  service  reform.  Four 
years  ago  Andrew  Johnson  was  the  scape-goat. 
The  innumerable  evils  from  which  the  people 
had  suffered  were  all  charged  to  the  poor 


Tennessee  tailor.     Then  the  gjstem  «y  • 
at  fault.     They  did  not  insist  upon  r.e*:. 
that  would  afford    competitive exsmlci*.. 
they  only  urged  a  change  of  AdmioU-.i^ 
I  now  insist  that  the  system  is  not  ^t  -^ 
Our  forefathers  wisely  adjusted  it.   J;  d:<. 
us  complete  protection  when  in  coc;^- . 
hands,  because  it  is  then  faithfulij  &isv 
tered.     The  fault  is  with  the  party  ia  ^iw: 
Their  moral  ideas  have  failed  them  in  b- :  - 
of  peril.     What  is  that  man  or  thai  p&nj  vjt  •> 
who,  though  he  or  they  deoouuce  criisc.  ^ 
harbor  the  criminal? 

What  shall  we  call  this  evil  that  aoerr.o^if 
afflicts  us?  We  can  only  call  itauncr.ii'. 
embodiment  and  progenitor  of  almost  »i  " 
vices,  villainies,  curses,  and  crimH  « ... 
ruin  the  individual  and  overthrow  o&do&s.  i. 
ever  a  people  felt  the  full  force  of  the  ezpr^ 
sion  that  *Hhe  lore  of  money  is  the  root  u  ^ 
evil,''  the  American  people  do  today.  1 
that  we  complain  of  so  justly,  suffer  fns  t 
severely,  and  lament  so  bitterly,  msj  be  t:^;r. 
to  this  fountain.  Avarice  is  a  thankltss  tn-:- 
less,  remorseless  tyrant.  The  heart)  M  •<. 
many  of  our  rulers,  so  many  of  the  l»dr^  z 
society,  are  set  upon  making  furtoiiH,  lu 
they  are  not  content  with  a  competrne«:  '. 
sums  are  the  objects  of  their  ambiiiotL  !.•> 
Acban,  their  love  of  gain,  the  gre^ofr^  ' 
hearts — of  the  present  AdministratioQ  .'-^ 
ers — overcomes  all  their  ideas  of  monu  f 
overcomes  all  the  commands  of  the  peci  - 
and  they  seize  upon  the  wedge  of  gold  &-)-  - 
shining  garment,  so  that  ail  the  Und  isgres* . 
troubled  ;  and  the  first  step  in  reform  vii '-. 
to  take  these  leaders  and  all  their  possess .  4 
into  the  valley  of  Achor  and  there  coiz-f- 
them  to  eternal  political  death. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.     I  now  yield  fifteen  miM- 
to  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  :'> ' 

TER  1 

Mr.  POTTER.     I  intend  to  give  this  bss^ 
ure  my  vote.     I  have  no  idea  that  aoj  rm-i^' 
which  this  House  can  put  upon  the  ioierfef^'^ 
by  members  of  Congress  with  the  appoioU'^' 
of  the  employes  of  the  Govemmeni  wiu  - 
tirel^  remedy  the  evils  in  respect  of  thec- 
service  which  are  so  sadly  prevaleot.  h  ^"l 
judgment  something  very  moch  beyood?.. 
restraint  will  be  necessary,  before  thft*  «^^ 
ous,  universal,  and  long-contiaaedeviUe*cc< 
eradicated 

To  effect  that  result  it  will,  I  think,  be  fos-;i 
necessary  to  give  to  the  people  of  the  loolf''^ 
the  choice  of  all  those  officers  who  can  yrf^r 
erly  be  selected  by  localities;  and  b^}""^ 
that  to  give  to  the  heads  of  the  differeoi  \k 
partments  and  branches  of  the  GoTerose::' 
the  selection  of  their  own  subordinates.  *j  « 
at  the  same  time  the  fullest  resooniibi  (} -^ 
respect  of  the  working  of  their  DeDWtmwts 
is  exacted  from  them.  And  beyond  ail  i'*> 
it  must  also,  I  think,  be  provided  «  los^ 
of  those  who  are  appointed  to  office  tbs'^- 
they  faithfully  discharge  their  duties  tb^y  ^^a^ 
hold  their  offices  for  fixed  terms  withoot  «itr 
ence  to  their  political  opinions. 

Nevertheless,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  mcass-'^ 
now  proposed  by  the  commitlee  m  oae '  '•? 
toward  the  general  reform  which  I  hope  «ft'^ 
day  to  see  brought  about.  As  the  gcDU*^^ 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Perry]  said  yesterdaj,  t;^ 
bill  will  put  the  respousibility  of  appoint  ^f-* 
to  office  where  it  belongs,  and  where  ii»et>^ 
stiiution  of  the  country,  so  far  as  it  i**  '^^■ 
any  provision  in  respect  of  appoinwu*^^ '" 
office,  intended  it  should  be  put. 

For  myself,  I  do  not  believe  *hat  ihf  P^':'\ 
of  solicitation  and  recommendation  lo^'^'^ 
is  of  any  advantage  to  a  member  ot  Lonf^"^ 
It  is  true,  I  have  never  enjoyed  the  sveir''^  -^ 
appointing  constituents  to  office:  bui  wD«?i.<'^ 
I  have  spoken  of  this  power  togentlemeo*^ 
have  enjoyed  it,  I  have  found  them  as**?^" 
eral  rule  agreeing  with  me  in  thinking  ^** 
such   patronage  was   of  anythiog  bui  ser  ^^* 
to  a   member  of  Congress.    No**^. ".. 
there  is  a  man  who  has  a  sort  of  feci'"'* 
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obtaining  and  distribating  appointments  that 
loc'S  ^iv'e  him  some  strength  in  securing  a 
enoniination  or  a  reelection  to  this  House. 
3ut  a.s  respects  even  those  fortunate  gentle- 
nen  who  will  be  dprived  of  such  advantages 
13'  this  bill,  I  ihiak  it  would  on  the  whole  be 
IS  well  for  them,  and  better  for  the  country, 
f  their  abilities  for  public  service  had  to  be 
uaiiifesied  in  some  other  way. 

Thtit  this  power  of  securing  appointments 
o  office  is  of  any  advantage  to  our  constit- 
lentfl  I  have  no  belief  whatever.  It  was  said 
n  the  course  of  the  debate  upon  this  bill  yes- 
^rday,  as  I  understood,  that  the  young  men 
)f  the  country  were  regarded  by  the  civil  ser* 
rice  commissioners  as  the  persons  best  fitted 
o  fill  the  offices  of  this  country.  I  was  sorry 
o  hear  this.  For  my  part  I  do  not  know  auy- 
bing  that  could  befall  a  worthy  and  competent 
^uun^  man  more  to  be  regretted  than  to  put 
lim  lato  the  public  service  as  a  clerk  iu  one 
>f  the  Departments  of  this  Government.  I  do 
lot  recall  any  sort  of  occupation  that  a  man 
vbo  has  health  and  is  possessed  of  ordinary 
powers  can  enter  upon  le.'^s  likely  to  result  in 
iltiroate  benefit  to  himself  and  lo  others  than 
ii-rviccin  the  Departments  of  the  Government. 
Sir.  let  those  be  placed  in  such  offices  who, 
while  fitted  for  such  places,  are  unfitted  for 
>iher  occnpations  in  life  ;  especially  those  who 
iHve  been  injured  or  maimed  iu  the  service 
>f  their  country.  Let  women,  too,  against 
vhoro  so  many  of  the  ordinary  avocations  of 
ife  have  been  closed,  fill  as  far  as  possible 
.hese  Government  positions.  But  do  not  let 
IS  do  anything  toward  inviting  into  the  gen- 
eral and  ordinary  service  of  the  Government 
iny  more  of  the  promising  and  rising  young 
nen  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Speaker,  1  appreciate  the  difficulties 
Yhich  necessarily  surround  the  whole  subject 
>f  civil  service  reform.  But  however  great 
hose  difficulties  are,  any  step  in  the  direction 
>f  such  reform  is  one  1  am  willing  to  support. 
[  believe  nothing  can  be  worse  than  the  sys- 
am  which  now  prevails ;  nothing  worse  in  its 
^Ift'Ct  upon  those  employed  by  the  Uovern- 
nent ;  nothing  worse  iu  its  effects  upon  those 
vho  procure  them  to  be  employed ;  nothing 
vorse  in  its  effects  upon  the  country.  And 
.herefore  I  hail  any  movement,  whether  or 
10 1  it  be  altogether  such  as  I  approve  in  detail, 
vbich  looks  in  thedirection  of  achange  in  the 
sxis'  ing  system  of  appointments  to  office.  And 

thank  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  for 
)ringing  before  the  House  these  measures 
ooking  to  reform  ;  and  to  the  one  now  under 
consideration  I  shall  give  my  hearty  assent. 

But,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
non t  [Mr.  VVillard]  on  yesterday  took  occa- 
ion,  while  referring  with  very  great  force  and 
logency  to  the  evils  that  result  from  the  pre- 
ailing  system  of  appointment  to  office,  to 
.scribe  the  origin  of  this  evil  to  the  party  with 
rhich  I  am  connected.  He  indicated  that  by 
hat  party  was  initiated  the  maxim  that  ^*to 
he  victors  belong  the  spoils.''  I  differ  with 
he  learned  gentleman  as  to  this.  Whoever 
leclared,  if  any  Democrat  ever  did,  that  **to 
he  victors  belong  the  spoils,"  put  forward  no 
tew  proposition,  but  only  expressed  what  was 
/ell  known  and  existing  at  the  time.  Jt  could 
nly  have  been  because  then  public  places  had 
•een  regarded  as  **  spoils"  long  before  that 
ny  right  could  have  been  claimed  to  them  by 
he  victors. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Does  not  the  gentleman 
:om  New  York  know  that  until  GeneralJack- 
on's  administration  no  removal  from  office 
ad  ever  been  made  for  political  reasons  7 

Mr.  POTTER.  Ou  the  contrary,  I  do  not  so 
nderstand  the  fact  to  be. 

Mr.  WILLARD.     I  understand  that  to  be  a 

iCt. 

Mr.  POTTER.    And  I  do  not 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Then  it  is  an  issue  of  fact 
etween  us. 

Mr.  POTTER.  It  is  entirely  true,  Mr. 
peaker,  that  very  few  removals  from  office 


were  made  in  the  early  period  of  the  history 
of  the  Governmeut  for  political  reasons ;  and 
to  that  extent  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  is 
right.  But  from  that  early  period  down  such 
removals  have  been  constantly  becoming  more 
numerous  as  the  offices  increased  in  "number 
and  as  it  became  more  important  to  the  Ad- 
ministration to  have  its  official  agents  persons 
in  active  accord  with  it  in  their  politics.  The 
truth  is  the  difficulties  occasioned  by  the 
patronage  of  this  Governmeut  arise  from  the 
magnitude  of  this  patronage,  not  from  the 
person  or  the  party  who  for  the  time  being 
controls  it,  and  arise  also  from  the  fact  that 
the  party  coming  into  power  is  lefl  to  exercise 
its  absolute  will  in  the  distribution  of  this 
patronage.  So  long  as  it  is  known  that  the 
incoming  Administration  will  have  absolute 
($ower  to  dispose  of  all  the  offices  aud  fat 
things  of  the  Government  according  to  its  own 
will,  the  citizens  who  de.-^ire  such  gifts  will 
unite  in  advance  of  the  election  into  parties  and 
exercise  their  choice  with  a  view  of  thus  con- 
trolling the  offices  and  patronage  of  the  Gov- 
ernment after  the  party  they  support  comes 
into  power.  From  the  very  nature  of  things, 
when  there  is  so  great  and  unrestricted  a  power 
so  open  to  abuse,  it  will  be  sure  to  be  abused. 
Where  the  carcass  is,  there  will  the  vultures 
be  also. 

Kow,  as  I  have  already  stated,  I  have  no 
belief  that  there  can  be  any  general  cure  for 
these  evils  which  attend  upon  our  present  civil 
service,  which  have  grown  up  with  the  growth 
of  the  country  and  become  a  part  of  our  sys- 
tem, except  though  a  radical  change  in  our 
system  of  government.  So  far  as  concerns 
the  party  to  which  the  gentleman  from  Ver* 
mont  [Mr.  Willard]  belongs  and  honors,  not 
only  has  that  party  adopted  the  abuses  he  has 
been  pleased  to  indicate — erroneously,  as  I 
have  said — as  originatiug  with  the  Democratic 
party;  but  it  did  not  take  this  great  Repub- 
lican party  of  his  day  thirty  years,  as  I  under- 
stood him  to  say  it  took  the  Democratic  party, 
to  become  corrupted  in  that  respect.  Hardly, 
indeed,  had  Mr.  Lincoln  been  sworn  into  office 
as  President  before,  as  the  gentleman  from 
Vermont  told  us  yesterday,  he  found  the  office- 
seekers  of  this  new  Republican  party  about 
him  in  such  flocks  that,  at  a  time  when  the 
exigencies  of  the  Government  were  most 
pressing,  when  one  half  the  country  was  in 
revolt,  the  Commander  in-Chief  of  the  armies 
of  the  Republic  was  not,  as  he  himself  de- 
clared, left  at  liberty  to  attend  to  those  great 
public  duties  which  then  demanded  his  utmost 
attention  and  care. 

Pray,  sir,  has  it  not  been  lately  declared 
openly  on  this  floor,  by  his  own  supporters, 
that  it  was  the  hope  of  controlling  this  patron- 
age that  was  the  moving  cause  which  made  the 
present  Executive  President?  In  view  of  the 
political  importance  of  this  patronage,  did  not 
another  of  the  President's  supporters  lately 
characterize  civil  service  reform  as  a  humbug? 
I  submit,  sir,  that  so  far  from  there  having 
been  any  reform  in  this  respect  by  the  party 
of  the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  the  condition 
of  things  in  this  regard  has  been,  to  say  the 
very  least,  as  bad  within  the  last  four  years  as 
it  ever  was  in  the  previous  history  of  the  coun- 
try. Nay,  it  has  been  iar  worse.  At  what 
former  period  have  we  had  at  the  head  of  the 

Erincipal  office  connected  with  the  mercantile 
usiness  of  the  country  a  man  appointed,  not 
to  discharge  the  duties,  not  to  look  after  the 
business  of  his  office,  but  to  look  after  the 
political  advantage  of  his  friends,  leaving  the 
actual  and  legitimate  duties  of  the  collector  to 
be  wholly  discharged  by  a  subordinate? 

Look,  too,  at  the  abuses  which  have  prevailed 
in  the  city  of  New  York  in  connection  with 
the  Leet  and  Stocking  **  general-order  sys- 
tem.'' These  abuses  were  long  since  brought 
to  the  attention  of  Congress.  They  were  in- 
vestigated and  reinvestigated  and  reported 
upon,  and  generally  known  to  be  gross  abuses 
needing  instant  reform,  which  reform  nobody 


was  able  to  secure  until  the  outcry  lately  extend- 
ing throughout  the  country  made  the  abuse  so 
patent  and  shameful  that  inaction  by  the 
Administration  could  no  longer  be  continued. 

Why,  sir,  see  how  even  here  in  Wash- 
ington the  Government  is  administered  by 
the  gentlenuin's  friends.-  It  has  been  testified 
before  one  of  our  committees,  and  so  far  as 
I  know  without  contradiction  or  question, 
that  it  is  an  established  usage  here  iu  Wash- 
ington to  pay  to  claim  agents  a  fee  equal  to 
fifty  per  cent  of  all  claims  recovered  iu  order 
to  secure  their  payment.  In  other  words,  the 
Government  under  this  Administration  is  so 
ui\just  that  a  man  must  sacrifice  one  half  of 
what  be  is  justly  entitled  to  in  order  to  obtain 
the  other  half,  or  by  contributing  one  half  of 
any  claim  he  sets  up,  and  to  which  be  is  not 
at  all  entitled,  he  may  succeed  in  getting  the 
other  half  of  the  Government's  money. 

This,  sir,  is  the  real  condition  of  things  under 
this  Republican  administration.  But  now, 
when  a  presidential  electiou  is  approaching, 
when  the  condition  of  things  which  has  pre- 
vailed during  the  last  four  yearf  has  become 
so  bad  as  to  excite  remonstrance  on  the  part 
of  honorable  gentlemen  like  the  geutlemau 
fmui  Vermont  and  others  who  sympathize 
with  him,  and  to  cause  the  people  to  rise  aud 
insist  upon  some  reform,  we  have  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  writing  a  letter, 
which  was  read  at  the  desk  yesterday,  upon 
the  eve  of  the  Administration  meeting  in  New 
York,  and  doubtless  designed  to  be  telegraphed 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Yes ;  it  was 
telegraphed  and  read  there. 

Mr.  POTTER.  Declaring  that  hereafter 
appointments  are  not  to  be  made  or  continued 
with  reference  to  men's  political  opinions. 

No,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  nothing  in  that 
respect  to  induce  any  honest  citizen  to  choose 
the  Republican  party.  The  evil  which  exists 
has  not  been  confined  to  any  party ;  it  is  an 
evil  arising  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  un- 
avoidable  under  our  present  system.  The  first 
step  toward 'reform  is  to  recognize  this  evil ; 
ana  I  congratulate  the  gentlemen  of  this 
House,  who  are  in  accord  with  the  party  in 
power,  who  favor  this  bill  that  they  have  been 
willing  to  recognize  and  admit  the  existence 
of  this  evil.  It  costs  us  of  the  minority  noth- 
ing, I  frankly  admit,  to  declare  it.  But  it  h  to 
the  credit  of  gentlemen  who  sit  on  the  major- 
ity side  of  the  House  that  they  are  willing, 
when  constrained  thereto  by  the  magnitude 
of  the  evil  existing,  to  frankly  admit  the 
evil  and  seek  iu  some  proper  way  for  its 
removal. 

It  being  once  admitted  that  there  are  evils, 
it  becomes  then  important  to  consider  what 
may  be  the  remedy  for  them.  In  my  judg-. 
ment  the  whole  system  of  f[Overnment  under 
which  we  are  now  living  is  a  defective  one. 
The  system  of  government  established  by  our 
fathers  was  a  wise  system,  a  system  framed  by 
men  of  large  experience,  of  rare  wisdom,  and 
of  fervent  patriotism.  Having  reference  to  the 
condition  of  things  under  which  they  lived,  it 
was  an  admirable  system  of  governmeut,  but 
they  framed  it  for  circumstances  wholly  dif- 
ferent from  those  which  now  prevail.  Theirs 
was  a  system  provided  for  the  governmeut  of 
three  or  four  million  people  scattered  along 
the  Atlantic  sea- board  iu  thirteen  separate 
States,  between  which  communication  waa 
most  difficult :  States  absolutely  distinct  in 
their  origin,  their  powers,  and  their  people. 
It  was  for  this  union  of  separate  Si  ates  they 
designed  this  system  of  checks  and  balances 
which  we  claim  to  have  coutinued.  But,  alas, 
the  circumstances  for  which  they  estabiit>hed 
a  Government  have  wholly  changed.  Means 
of  transportation  aud  intercom municaii on 
which  our  fathers  never  thought  of  have 
brought  the  people  of  the  different  States  into 
closer  relations  than  they  could  have  deemed 
possible.  Men  are  born  in  one  State,  do  busi- 
ness in  another,  and  sleep    indifferently    in 
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a  thircl,  so  that  State  lines  are  everywhere 
broken  down.  We  have,  besides,  over  twenty 
new  States,  the  offspring  of  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment, whose  people  can  have  no  sach  State 
feelings  and  priae  and  regard  for  State  sov- 
ereignty as  were  cherished  bv  the  original 
States.  Thns  it  has  happened  that  with  an 
enormous  increase  of  wealth  and  population  a 
gradual  consolidation  of  the  whole  country  has 
been  growing  up  from  natural  causes,  which 
the  late  civil  war  and  the  reconstruction  of  the 
conquered  territory  which  followed  has  ripened 
into  an  actual  change  in  the  nature  of  our 
Government.  So  that  we  have  passed  through 
an  absolute  revolution,  and  to-day,  while  we 
still  preserve  the  form  of  government  estab- 
lished by  our  fathers,  we  have  really  a  Govern- 
ment in  its  principles  and  operations  wholly 
different  from  that  which  they  established. 

To  my  mind  the  present  Government  of  these 
United  States  has  neither  of  those  advantages 
which  a  popular  Government  ought  to  possess 
and  without  which  a  popular  Government  can 
be  little  worth :  that  is,  limitation  against  abso 
kite  power  and  government  by  the  majority  of 
the  people. 

So  far  from  representing  a  majority  of  the 

Seople,  this  Federal  Government  is  to-day  a 
ovemment  by  the  minority.  The  Senate  is 
a  coordinate  part  of  the  national  Legislature : 
it  is  composea  of  seventy-four  Senators,  ana 
no  legislation  can  take  place  which  does  not 
have  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  that 
body.  But  of  that  Senate  some  sixty  members 
come  from  a  minority  of  the  whole  people,  and 
but  sixteen  from  the  majority,  it  is  there- 
fore a  necessary  result  of  this  fact  that  since 
States  have  ceased  to  be  sovereign  the  Federal 
legislation  of  the  country  is  legislation  at  the 
will  of  Hne  minority,  and  not  of  the  majority 
of  the  people.  Then,  in  the  next  place,  this 
Federal  Government  has  become,  by  the  ag- 
gregation and  enlargement  of  its  powers  by 
amendments  to  the  Constitution,  by  construc- 
tion, and  by  physical  changes  in  the  condition 
of  our  people,  an  absolute  Government ;  so 
that  to-day  Goneress  possesses  powers  and  ex- 
ercises a  control  whicn  our  fathers  never  could 
have  anticipated  it  would  have.  To-day  Con- 
gress prescribes  the  conditions  of  suffrage ;  it 
creates  banks ;  it  controls  the  entire  moneyed 
operations  of  the  countxy  ^  it  digs  out  local  har- 
bors; it  improves  every  little  interior  river ;  it 
builds  railways ;  it  fosters  &vored  industries ; 
it  creates  monopolies  ;  it  charters  private  cor- 
porations ;  it  impairs  the  obligations  of  con- 
tracts;  it  punishes  local  offenses ;  and  in  the 
exercise  ol  these  powers  it  is  without  any  suffi- 
cient fundamental  restriction. 

So^  too,  the  powers  of  the  Executive,  though 
in  kind  such  as  they  always  were,  are  in 
dimensions  and  effect  wholly  different. 

In  the  time  of  the  earlier  Presidents  the 
subordinate  officers  of  the  Government,  such 
as  postmasters,  revenue  officers,  and  the  like, 
were  few  in  number.  Their  activity  in  sup- 
port of  the  Administration  which  appointed 
them  would  have  given  it  but  little  strength, 
and  would  have  excited  general  remonstrance ; 
but  how  different  is  this  now.  Now  there  are, 
I  believe,  eiffhty  thousand  subordinate  officers, 
besides  the  heads  of  the  Cabinet,  foreign  min- 
isters, and  other  principal  officers;  eighty 
thousand  who  derive  their  places  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  are  con- 
tinned  in  their  places  by  his  favor.  The  united 
influence  and  activity  of  this  army  of  office- 
holders is  a  tremendous  power  in  aid  of  the 
Administration  by  whose  gift  they  hold  their 
places ;  a  power  so  great  that  to-day  it  coerces 
the  Bepublican  party  a^nst  the  wishes,  as  I 
conceive,  of  a  large  majority  of  its  members, 
into  the  renomination  of  the  present  Execu- 
tive ;  and  baring  been  used  to  renominate  him, 
will  in  due  time  be  used  to  procure  his  elec- 
tion. 

That  a  large  minority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  is  dissatisfied  with  this  condition 
of  thiagsi  dissalisfied,  too,  with  the  conduct  of 


the  party  in  power  and  with  the  existing  nature 
of  tnis  Government,  must,  I  think,  be  evident 
to  every  fair-mindea  and  careful  observer.- 

If  this  dissatisfaction  should  not  speedily 
culminate,  as  I  hope  it  may,  in  the  complete 
overthrow  of  the  party  in  power,  it  will  be 
owing  to  the  apprehension  felt  by  so  many 
of  those  dissatisfied  with  the  existing  condition 
of  things,  that  if  the  Democratic  party  should 
again  get  into  power  its  accession  to  power 
would  be  followed  by  a  reaction  which  would 
undo  much  that  has  been  settled  at  so  much 
cost  and  sacrifice  during  the  last  ten  years. 
And  it  is  the  fear  of  such  a  reaction  which 
alone,  as  I  think,  prevents  those  Republicans 
who  are  dissatisfied  with  the  present  state  of 
the  country  from  taking  the  action  necessarv 
to  procure  a  change  in  the  administration  ox 
the  Government. 

Now,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  the  least 
danger  of  such  a  reaction.  The  revolution 
through  which  the  country  has  passed  is  actual 
and  completed.  This  Government  is  now  that 
of  a  nation  and  not  of  a  Union  of  independent 
States ;  and  when  that  fact  is  once  realized 
and  acknowledged,  we  may  look  for  new  issues 
arising,  not  because  of  new  principles  of  gov- 
ernment, but  from  the  application  of  eternal 
principles  to  the  present  and  existing  condition 
of  things. 

For  myself,  it  seems  to  me  to  be  the  duty 
of  a  statesman,  of  whatever  party,  frankly  and 
fearlessly  to  recoenixe  the  inevitable.  Whether 
we  favor  or  whether  we  oppose  the  revolution 
through  which  this  country  has  passed,  it  has 
nevertheless  been  a  revolution  complete  and 
accomplished.  The  questions  which  now  re- 
main are  not  so  much  as  to  the  powers  that 
should  be  respectively  distributed  between  the 
Federal  and  the  State  governments,  as  to 
what  are  the  powers  this  supreme  Govern- 
ment should,  as  regards  the  people,  possess. 
The  issues  in  this  respect  which  it  seems  to 
me  must  arise,  indeed,  which  ought  now  to  be 
the  issues  of  the  day  are — 

First,  shall  the  Federal  power  be  absolute, 
or  shall  it  be  so  limited  as  to  preserve  vested 
righU? 

Second,  shall  the  Federal  Congress  be  left 
at  liberty  to  charter  private  corporations,  to 
grant  special  franchises  and  privileges,  and 
generallv  to  indulge  in  private  legislation — ^a 
result  which  will  inevitably  unite  upon  Wash- 
ington all  the  lobbies  and  corrupt  influences 
of  the  country,  and  lead  to  a  degree  of  cor- 
ruption and  abuse  such  as  this  people  has  not 
seen — or  by  putting  a  permanent  and  per- 
petual barrier  against  general  private  legisla- 
tion, shall  we  do  what  we  can  to  preserve  the 
purity  and  Jisefulness  of  the  Goveniment? 

Third,  shall  a  check  be  put  upon  the  forma- 
tion ana  growth  of  the  sreat  corporations, 
those  artificial  monsters  which  exist  by  no  law 
of  nature,  but  which  are  the  creatures  of 
positive  law  alone,  and  which,  being  alike 
without  soul  or  feeling  or  termination— ex- 
empt alike  from  conscience,  from  personal 
accountability,  and  from  death — stretch  their 
Briareati  arms,  as  the  gentleman  from  Vermont 
[Mr.  Willard]  said  yesterday,  throughout  the 
country,  to  the  destruction  of  private  rights,  of 
public  morals,  and  of  sound  legislation,  making 
corruption  familiar  and  honesty  a  by- word? 

Fourth,  shall  the  subordinate  officers  of  the 
Government  be  as  far  as  possible  made  elect- 
ive by  the  people  of  their  respective  localities, 
thus  effectually  and  finally  putting  an  end  to 
the  inducement  to  control  the  Government  for 
the  sake  of  distributing  these  prizes? 

These,  Mr.  Speaker,  are,  as  I  think,  the 
issues  of  the  future.  They  ought,  indeed,  to 
be  the  issues  of  the  present.  The  restraints 
upon  the  Federal  Government  thus  suggested 
are  every  one  of  them,  I  believe,  wise  and 
necessary,  and  are  every  one  of  them  verita- 
ble Democratic  measures.  From  the  found- 
ation of  this  nation  the  Democracy  has  always 
been  the  party  of  limited  and  localized  gov- 
ernment.   In  the  future,  too,  that  man,  what- 


ever his  past  principles  or  party  aSlisa 
may  heretofore  have  been,  will  redh  U  i 
Democrat  who  shall  favor  the  limitatios  k: 
localization  of  the  powers  of  the  TtL^ 
Government  in  the  airections  which  I  b- 
indicated. 

If  I  do  not  greatly  mistake  me,  %  aoioc  J 
the  men  thus  minded — ^if  such  a  ooioo  cia  *. 
effiscted — would  embrace  a  vast  aujoriij  . 
this  people,  and  sweep  from  power,  vtd  lu. 
too,  at  the  elections  shortly  approacfaiof.  a 
party  now  controlling  the  GoTeramaM:. 
thus  put  an  effectual  end  to  tke  com;^.  ^ 
and  demoralization  now  so  preTale&i  tu 
alarming,  and  which  are  not,  that  I  cac  xt 
to  be  otherwise  effectoally  overcome. 

Mr.  HOLMAN  addressed  the  Hoom  is  » 
marks  which  will  appear  in  the  Appeodii 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Mr.  Speaker,  iKerc  s 
now  presented  to  the  country  the  iiB|ur 
spectacle  which  comes  not  even  oooe  z  i 
decade,  the  entire  decay  and  ditinieg^^ji 
of  a  party  which  in  its  past  history  hid  vx 
trol  of  the  country.  The  Democratic  pii^ 
at  the  present  time  is  afflicted  with  tiur  err 
rot  of  ^*  passivism. ' '  [Laughter. ]  It  hu :. 
longer  vitality ;  it  has  no  longer  spirit;  it  W 
no  longer  recognized  principles;  it  bi:t 
longer  bold,  dashing  leaders,  as  io  tie  iJ 
day^s  when  its  banner  flaunted  prondljto  tU 
breeze  and  it  clainaed  the  respect  toi  iL«- 
giance  of  the  American  people,  and  receire^  '- 

Mr.  MORGAN.     What  aboat  CiDciaaai* 

Mr.  SARGfiNT.  Yes,  sir;  theDemocatt 
party  is  now  trembling  and  waitioi  tofe* 
whether  there  cannot  be  arranged  si  CIk* 
nati  some  accommodation  between  soae  i 
its  own  office-seekers  and  those  deserters  k-c 
the  Republican  party,  also  office-seekes- 
some  arrangement  whereby  the  nest  sod  tn 
umphant  party  which  has  saved  theostiaift>'- 
now  administers  its  powers  may  be  b«tnT7i. 
attacked  in  the  flank,  overwhelmed,  sad  disv 
tegrated.  It  is  the  last  hope  of  the  Dea> 
cratic  party  that  something  may  be  d(>ae  ^ 
somebody  else  at  Cincinnati  of  which  it  cv 
avail  itself  in  order  by  indirect  mesaf  soi  •! 
this  back  door  to  get  into  the  White  Hmk 
and  into  the  offices  of  the  country. 

The  aim  and  object  of  the  Democrsiic  ptf? 
at  this  time  rises  no  higher  than  this.  lnb«^ 
is  a  paper  under  the  control  of  that  orm^^ 
tion  throughout  the  country  which  boldij^ 
vocates  as  aforetime  a  national  conreotioc  i 
nominate  candidates  for  the  people  to  r^'* 
for,  the  attempt  is  made  to  hash  ii  don^' 
Democratic  partisans  who  consider  it  imp'3^  ^ 
thus  to  conduct  the  Democratic  fi|[bt.  I  »1^ 
party  is  afflicted  by  dry  rot  and  is  im  o>^ 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  a  Imng,  on»» 
ing,  powerful  party,  the  Repoblicsn  psrty-J 
party  that  has  control  in  nearly  all  the  p^*^ 
populous  States  of  the  Unioo,  vhile  it  bo^ 
the  national  Adminiatratioo,  ezeeobng  oc' 
laws  at  home  and  protecting  our  n^^ 
abroad— a  party  in  whidi,  as  recent  Sts««  «*" 
tions  have  shown,  the  people  still  htn  cot- 
dence  and  still  desire  to  administer  the  w^ 
ernment.  .. 

Now,  sir,  if  there  is  any  moTemeol  ^ 
on  the  part  of  the  disintegiatists  who  tiH  o^ 
at  Cincinnati,  or  of  the  feeble  remniDioi*; 

J     TW ..?_ *.«     A*   from  mt 


men,  by  which  the  beneficent  ^^^^"^  V^ 
Republican  party  may  be  arrested,  by  ^"^ 
its  bright  future  may  be  obscured  or  it»po« 
overthrown,  then  I  say  it  is  my  doty  u » ^ 
publican,  believing  in  the  priDcipl<«  o^ J{ 
part^,  identified  with  its  history  frofflW  «^ 
origin,  to  stand  here  and  warn  my  ku^.  ^ 
publicans  from  a  party  stand-point  ss  »*« 
a  national  stand-point  against  sach  s  cdar^ 
Sir,  I  said  the  other  day  that  this  Adw«» 
tration,  by  ito  reduction  of  toxation  ww  ^ 
the  naiional  debt,  by  its  8tretchu)g  ^J'^ 
strong  arm  of  military  power  m«,  ^'''•^i 
the  throat  the  Ku  KInx  of  the  South,  byaw^ 
other  acts  than  these,  is  entitl«l  to  go  beR^ 
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the  American  people  aod  claim  that  it  shall 
t>e  coQtiDaed  in  power.  Bat,  sir,  I  allude  not 
merely  to  an  administration.  I  refer  to  the 
course  of  the  party  itself.  Look  at  its  course. 
When  the  Republican  party  wasborui  or  almost 
sre  it  was  lifted  from  its  cradle,  the  nation  was 
convulsed  in  the  throes  of  a  terrible  revolu- 
tion— ^a  fearful  rebellion,  not  excelled  in  des- 
peration, in  fell  purpose,  in  organized  force, 
by  any  conspiracy  or  rebellion  that  ever  as- 
sailed the  life  of  a  nation.  The  Republican 
party,  whose  members  were  unused  perhaps 
to  grapple  with  these  questions  so  formidably 
Forced  upon  them,  strangled  that  rebellion. 
The  credit  of  the  Government  was  dead  in 
face  of  it,  but  they  created  credit  anew.  Vast 
armies  were  put  into,  the  field  and  great 
navies  improvised. 

And  more  than  that,  sir.  Besides  rescuing 
the  nation  from  those  perils,  the  Republican 
party  emancipated  four  million  slaves.  Show 
me  an  act  more  illustrious  in  the  world's 
history  7  It  was  done  h^  the  Republican  party 
in  spite  of  objections  raised  on  this  floor  and 
throughout  the  country  by  our  political  oppo- 
nents. More  Uian  that,  sir,  afWr  the  war  was 
over  and  while  the  billows  raised  by  re- 
bellion were  still  beating  against  us — while  the 
storm  was  still  in  existence,  the  Republican 

f»arty  went  on  and  reconstructed  the  South. 
t  reconstructed  it  under  great  difficulties.  It 
reconstructed  it  in  spite  of  implacable  oppo- 
sition ;  but,  sustained  by  the  people,  it  recon- 
structed the  South,  and  now  at  last  it  must  be 
admitted  there  is  peace  in  the  South. 

More  than  that,  it  created  a  great  debt  in 
accomplishing  these  results,  but  it  has  en- 
deavored to  reduce  it.  Since  peace  existed  it 
has  in  fact  gone  on  and  paid  $800,000,000 
of  the  public  debt,  besides  reducing  yearly 
taxation  by  that  amount 

Mr.  Speaker,  aside  from  the  living  measures 
of  the  present  is  it  not  a  party  which  may  well 
appeal  to  the  people  with  confidence  and  suc- 
cess? Is  its  work  finished?  Is  amnesty  yet 
the  law  of  the  land?  It  is  the  sentiment  of 
the  Republican  Representatives  of  the  people 
upon  tnis  floor  that  amnesty  is  a  duty  to  be 
accomplished;  all  so  admit  as  soon  as  it  is 
safe  to  be  doue.  Many  of  us  believe  it  is  now 
safe  and  should  be  done  now.  Until  that  duty 
has  been  done  the  mission  of  the  Republican 
party  is  not  accomplished.  It  is  not  accom- 
plished so  long  as  those  called  *'  hirelings"  in 
the  war  yet  live  to  receive  their  pensions.  The 
duty  of  the  Republican  party  is  not  discharged 
until  the  time  has  passed  when  there  is* 
danger  that  pensions  will  not  be  given  to  the 
soldiers  who  fought  to  sustain  the  nation.  The 
mission  of  the  party  is  not  done  until  taxation 
has  been  reduced  so  that  the  burdens  of  the 
Government  upon  the  people  will  be  almost 
imperceptible,  in  view  of  the  growth  of  the 
great  resources  of  our  people.  The  mission 
of  the  Republican  party  is  not  done,  sir,  until 
civil  rights  exist  everywhere  throughout  the 
land  for  men  of  all  colors  and  conditions,  and, 
as  I  may  say  as  my  private  opinion,  for  both 
sexes. 

How  was  this  party  created  originally?  I 
will  go  back  to  1866  when  it  had  its  inception. 
How  was  the  Republican  party  created?  Was 
it  by  disregarding  all  the  means  by  which  par- 
ties obtain  power  ?  Was  it  by  saying  ' '  We  will 
be  a  small  and  select  party,  and  we  will  not 
have  politicians  to  aid  us  V '  These  eentlemen 
who  favor  civil  service  reform  hola  up  their 
scheme  as  it  were  a  picture  before  us,  and  say 
<'  This  is  a  horse."  When  we  say  it  is  not  a 
horse,  for  its  ears  are  too  lon^f :  it  cannot  be  a 
horse,  because  it  is  covered  with  hair,  yet  they 
say  we  oughu  to  believe  that  it  is  a  horse. 
[Laughter.  J  I  wish  to  say  to  these  gentlemen 
who  are  in  &vor  of  civil  service  reform,  and 
who  believe  it  will  be  a  paradise  on  earth,  that 
they  might  as  well  say  to  a  nation  of  Burope, 
surrounded  by  jealous  Powers,  that  they  should 

? reclaim  the  virtues  of  peace  and  disarm, 
'hey  might  paint  the  horrors  of  war  and 


point  to  villages  and  towns  ravaged  and  de- 
stroyed, while  fields  are  red  with  the  blood 
of  war.  They  might  argue  that  all  these 
things  should  stop ;  that  as  lovers  of  peace, 
the  nation  should  dismantle  its  fortifications 
and  disband  its  armies.  If  it  did  so,  how 
soon  would  its  jealous  neighbors  encroach 
upon  its  territory.  It  is  absolutely  necessary, 
as  has  been  well  expressed,  **  in  time  of  peace 
to  prepare  for  war."  So  with  an  honest  party 
and  a  successful  part^  in  power.  It  must  not 
disarm  itself  before  its  opponents.  It  must 
use  those  honest  and  honorable  means  whereby 
parties  succeed,  and  I  would  not  be  in  favor 
of  the  use  of  auy  other  means.  Do  not  be- 
lieve if  we  tie  ourselves  up  the  Democrats  or 
any  other  party  will  do  the  same  thing. 

If  it  is  believed  that  being  a  Republican  gives 
no  right  of  preference  at  the  hands  of  our  party 
for  any  office  except  that  of  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  but  that  a  Democrat  has  equal 
chance  for  official  favors.  I  ask  whether  we  do 
not  repel  from  us  men  wno  aspire  to  fill  some 
humble  station — an  honest  ambition,  though 
humble?  For  all  such  ambition  a  m&a  had 
better  be  a  Democrat,  for  he  has  the  right  of 
party  favor  with  that  party  if  it  succeeds,  and 
which  will  never  be  denied  to  him,  while  he 
has  no  disadvantage  as  such  in  getting  office 
under  a  Republican  Administration.  If  the 
principle  of  competitive  examination  is  good 
for  most  offices  it  must  be  for  all,  and  if  no 
partyism  is  a  merit  for  most  it  must  be  for  all, 
and  the  logical  sequence  is  to  have  such  exam- 
ination and  disregard  of  party  considerations 
between  the  candidates  at  Cincinnati  and 
Philadelphia. 

I  say  the  Democratic  or  any  other  party 
which  is  in  opposition  to  us  will  use  all  the 
weapons  of  warfare  to  overthrow  this  party. 
And  you  strip  your  party  of  the  means  of 
oflPense  and  defense. 

The  point  has  been  attempted  to  be  made 
here  that  when  Lincoln  came  into  power  his 
hands  were  so  full  of  the  task  of  assigning  men 
to  office  that  he  was  compelled  to  neglect 
higher  and  more  important  duties.  Sir,  I  was 
here  at  that  time,  and  I  can  say  with  Virgil, 
"All  of  which  I  saw,  and  part  I  was."  I  know 
the  fact,  and  many  around  me  know  that  in 
these  I)epartments,  and  wherever  there  we^e 
Government  officers  throughout  the  land,  there 
were  men  who  had  been  brought  up  in  alle- 
giance to  the  ideas  of  secession,  and  of  State 
rights,  and  were  antagonistic  to  the  Union. 
And  one  of  the  first  and  hishest  duties  which 
pressed  on  Lincoln  was  to  clear  out  these  nests 
of  traitors,  and  give  their  places  to  men  who 
loved  their  country  and  whose  hearts  were  in 
the  cause.  There  were  messages  sent  from 
the  bosoms  of  the  Departments  themselves 
across  the  lines  from  confidential  agents 
therein,  bequeathed  from  the  former  Adminis- 
tration, telhng  of  our  movements  and  the  num- 
ber of  our  troops ;  and  our  soldiers  in  the  field 
suffered  and  lost  their  lives  through  the  actions 
of  these  traitors.  It  was  a  high  and  holy  duty 
to  clear  them  out.  When  gentlemen  allude  to 
the  fact  that  there  was  a  change  at  that  time, 
and  that  the  change  was  a  disadvantage  to  the 
country,  I  say,  had  it  not  been  made,  your 
country  would  have  been  destroyed  by  these 
serpents,  these  copperheads,  wriggling  in  the 
public  Departments. 

Now,  the  pending  bill  proposes  that  mem- 
bers of  Congress  alone,  of  all  men  throughout 
the  United  States,  men  who  are  selected  pre- 
sumptively for  the  confidence  their  constitu- 
ents repose  in  them,  men  who  have  sufficient 
talent  and  character  to  obtain  positions  on 
this  floor  and  the  floor  of  the  other  House, 
that  these  shall  be  the  only  men  in  ail  the 
United  States  who  shall  not  have  the  power 
of  recommending  appointment  to  and  removal 
from  office :  and  if  they  do  this  in  spite  of  the 
law,  then  tne  member  of  Congress  so  offend- 
ing is  to  be  subjected  to  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
$100  and  not  more  than  $1,000. 

Will  any  gentleman  standing  here  on  this 


floor  say  that  he  will  vote  for  this  bill  with  the 
inference  it  oonvevs  with  it  that  he  is  a  knave 
and  a  villain?  Why,  sir,  one  of  the  statements 
made  by  the  civil  service  commission  whs 
that  Cabinet  ministers  need  to  have  legislation 
of  this  kind  passed  by  Congress,  and  they 
were  accustomed  to  say  that  they  were  tempted 
to  use  the  patronage  at  their  disposal  to  bribe 
members  of  Congress  to  secure  their  votes  in 
favor  of  such  schemes  as  they  wanted  to  put 
through  Congress.  If  that  be  so,  let  the 
tempters  as  well  as  the  tempted  be  punished. 
Let  us  have  Cabinet  ministers  subjected  to  an 
examination  on  the  point  of  character,  that  it 
it  may  be  ascertained  whether  they  are  men 
of  such  infirm  moral  purpose  that  it  is  neces- 
sary they  shall  be  shielded  round  by  law  to 
prevent  them  from  offering  bribes.  The  bill 
of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Peert] 
simply  extends  this,  so  that  no  judge  or  public 
officer  shall  have  any  right  to  advise  the  Pres- 
ident that  a  person  is  a  fit  or  unfit  nominee. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  California  yield  to  me  for  a  single  remark? 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  yield  to  the  gentleman, 
although  my  time  is  limited. 

Mr.  PERRYs  of  Ohio.  I  wish  merely  to 
say  that  the  gentleman  from  California  obvi- 
ously misapprehends  the  bill  which  I  have 
offered  as  a  substitute  for  the  bill  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Vermont^  [Mr.  Willaho.] 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  think  that  I  do  not  mis- 
apprehend the  gentleman's  bill  in  its  spirit.  I 
certainly  do  not  intentionally  misrepresent  it. 
However,  I  will  let  that  pass  upon  the  gentle- 
man's statement  and  my  own.  If  his  bill  is 
more  valuable  than  the  one  reported  from  the 
committee  in  the  respect  as  to  which  I  have 
spoken,  I  do  not  see  it. 

But  it  is  provided  further  that  if  the  opinion 
of  a  member  is  asked  in  writing  it  may  be 
given,  and  that  it  then  becomes  an  official 
communication  which  may  be  brought  before 
Congress ;  otherwise,  no  matter  what  absurdity 
is  about  to  be  enacted,  he  must  be  silent  under 
penalty.  Furthermore,  if  any  member  or  Del- 
egate shall  give  his  opinion  or  advice  to  the 
President  that  a  man  is  unfit  for  office  and 
ought  to  be  removed  in  the  interest  of  the 

{>ublic  service,  that  also  is  to  be  printed  and 
aid  before  Congress.  Therefore,  any  man  will 
be  deterred  from  expressing  a  well  founded 
suspicion  unless  the  matter  be  notorious  and 
open,  supported  by  evidence  on  which  a  petit 
jury  would  feel  justified  in  rendering  a  verdict. 
Now,  then,  it  members  of  Congress  can  be 
trusted  to  advise,  if  they  think  that  a  man  in 
Government  employment  is  riding  fast  horses, 
indulging  in  gambling,  or  in  anything  but  not 
actual  stealing  from  the  Government,  and  if  a 
member  of  Congress  makes  a  statement  of  that 
kind,  he  is  liable  to  the  personal  enmity  of  the 
individual  and  of  a  libel  suit.  Members  will 
be  silent  and  the  Government  suffer,  rather 
than  encounter  such  hazard.  But  those  who 
are  opposed  to  members  of  Congress  giving 
advice  in  matters  relating  to  the  public  service 
propose  an  alternative.  What  is  their  sub- 
stitute? In  the  few  minutes  lef^  me  I  have  not 
time  to  examine  the  rules  exhaustively,  but 
the  first  rule  is  intended  to  controvert  the  prop- 
osition that  to  the  majority  belong  the  offices, 
or,  as  they  phrase  it,  **to  the  victors  belong 
the  spoils."  It  was  objected  to  the  originiJ 
draft  that  any  rebel  who  writes  a  good  hand  or 
a  better  hand  than  a  Republican  could  be  put 
in  office.  Now,  we  have  rule  one,  which  is  as 
follows: 

"  1.  No  person  will  be  appointed  to  any  position 
in  the  civil  Bervioe  who  shall  not  have  famifthed 
8ati«faetory  evidenoe  of  his  fidelity  to  the  Union 
and  the  Constitution  of  the  United  S  totes." 

This  is  a  surrender  of  any  claim  to  consid- 
eration for  Republicans  over  their  oppcaents, 
if  the  Republicans  succeed  in  reelecting  their 
President,  and,  as  I  believe,  over  rebels. 

It  has  been  the  stonding  declaration  ever 
since  the  war  commenced  on  the  part  of  our 
Democratic  friends  that  they  are  the  special 
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guards  of  the  Constitatioa.  We  never  passed 
a  war  measure  without  being  accused  by  them 
of  violating  the  Constitution.  They  will  in- 
sist now  that  we  are  not  the  friends  of  the 
Constitution;  that  they  sought  to  save*  that 
instrument,  and  still  do  so;  and  if  that  will 
exclude  any  rebel,  I  do  not  see  it,  for  they 
claim  that  they  iought  to  preserve  the  Con* 
Btitution  as  they  understood  it,  and  that  the 
Republicans  violated  the  Constitution  by  Bght- 
ing  for  it,  and  consequently  the  rebels,  and  not 
Hepublicans,  were  friends  of  the  Constitution. 
Take  rule  two,  which  is  as  follows : 

**2.  The  evidence  in  regard  to  oharaoter.  health, 
affe,  And  knowledge  of  the  English  language  re- 
ciuired  bjr  the  first  rale  shall  be  furnished  in  writ- 
ing, and  if  such  evidence  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the 
board  of  examiners,  or  to  the  person  or  persons 
designated  by  them  to  conduct  the  examination,  the 
applicant  ishall  be  notified  when  and  where  to  ap- 
pear for  examination ;  but  when  the  applicants  are 
so  numerous  that  the  examination  of  all  whose  pre- 
liminary papers  are  satisfactory  is  plainly  imprac- 
ticable, the  board  shall  select  for  examination  a 
Kracticable  number  of  those  who  are  apparently 
estqaaiified." 

This  authorizes  the  examiners  to  select  can- 
didatfs  to  be  examined.  Does  not  that  give 
room  for  favoritism  on  the  part  of  the  board, 
a  body  that  has  no  responsibility,  that  if  it 
take  bribes  nobody  can  reach,  because  it  is 
unknown  to  the  law?  By  this  second  rule  all 
these  boards  may  exclude  the  meritorious  can- 
didates and  examine  only  a  few  of  those  that 
will  pay  for  or  influence  the  preference. 

Here  is  another  poiut  in  the  third  rale,  which 

says: 

"3.  Examinations  to  fill  vacancies  in  any  of  the 
Executive  Departments  in  Washington  shall  be  held 
not  only  at  the  cit;ir  of  Washington,  but  also  when 
directed  bv  tbe  advisory  board  in  the  several  States, 
either  at  the  capital  or  other  convenient  place." 

Why,  what  an  expensive  machinery  that  is 
to  get  a  clerk  for  the  Treasury  Department,  for 
instance.  Can  I  say  an3rthing  to  stamp  the 
absurdity  of  it?  The  idea  that  when  the  head 
of  the  Department  wants  a  clerk  he  must  ap- 
point an  advisory  board  to  meet  in  the  several 
States  to  get  clerks  here  I  The  answer  to  the 
objection  I  make  is  by  the  civil  service  com- 
missioners, that  if  aflvisory  boards  are  not 
appointed  in  the  States  for  this  purpose,  all 
the  offices  here  will  be  filled  from  Maryland, 
Virginia,  and  the  District  of  Columbia.  So 
they  avoid  Scylla  to  fall  into  Charybdis. 

Then  take  the  sixth  rule,  which  is  as  follows: 

"6.  When  a'vacancy  occurs  in  a  oonsalar  office,  of 
which  the  lawful  annual  compensation  is  three  thoa- 
sitnd  dollars  or  more,  it  will  bo  filled  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  President,  either  by  the  transfer  of  some 
person  already  in  the  service  or  by  a  new  appoint- 
ment, which  maybe  excepted  from  tbe  operation  of 
tbe  rules.  But  if  tbe  vacancy  occur  in  an  office  of 
which  the  lawful  annual  compensation,  by  salary  or 
by  fees  ascertained  by  the  last  official  returns,  is 
more  tHan  one  thousand  dollars  and  less  than  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  it  is  not  filled  by  transfer, 
applications  will  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary  oi 
State,  inclosing  proper  certificates  of  character,  re- 
sponsibility, and  capacity,  and  the  Secretary  will 
notify  the  applicant  who,  upon  investigation,  ap- 
pears to  be  most  suitable  and  competent,  to  attend 
fur  examination;  and  if  he  shall  be  found  qualified, 
he  will  be  nominated  for  confirmation:  but  if  not 
found  qualified,  or  if  his  nomination  be  uotconfirmed 
by  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  will  proceed  in  like 
manner  with  the  otherappl 'cants  who  appear  to  him 
to  be  qualified.  If,  however,  no  applicants  under 
this  regulation  shall  be  found  suitable  and  qualified, 
the  vacancy  will  bo  filled  at  discretion.  The  ap- 
pointment of  commercial  agents  and  consuls  whose 
annual  compensation  is  $1,000  or  less,  (if  derived 
from  fees,  toe  amount  to  be  ascertained  by  the 
)a»t  officiol  returns.)  of  vice  consuls,  do puty  consuls, 
and  of  consular  agents  and  other  officers  who  are 
appointed  upon  the  nomination  of  the  principal 
officer,  and  for  whom  he  is  responsible  upon  his 
official  bond,  may  be,  until  otherwise  ordered,  ex- 
cepted from  tbe  operation  of  the  rules." 

Consuls  at  salaries  of  $3,000  are  exceptions 
to  this  rule,  but  those  whose  salaries  are  below 
that  amount  are  subjected  to  examination. 
Now,  it  seems  to  me  that  if  an  examination 
is  necessary  at  all  to  show  the  competency  of 
the  candidate  for  office,  it  is  as  necessary  in 
reference  to  an  officer  of  a  higher  grade  who 
has  greater  responsibilities  than  it  is  for  those 
of  a  lower  grade.  But  I  must  hurry  on. 
The  seventh  rule  provides  as  follows : 
"  7.  When  a  vacancy  ooours  in  the  office  of  col- 


lector of  the  customs,  naval  officer,  appraiser,  or 
surveyor  of  the  customs,  in  the  customs  districts  of 
New  York,  Boston  and  Cbarlestown,  Baltimore, 
San  Francisco,  New  Orleans,  Philodelphia,  Ver- 
mont, (Burlington.)  Oswego.  Niagara,  Buffalo  Creek, 
Champlain,  Portland  and  Falmouth,  Corpus  Christi, 
O.'^wegatchie,  Mobile,  Brazos  de  Santiago.  (Browns- 
villej  Texas,  (Galveston,  &c..)  Savannah,  Charles- 
ton, Chicago,  or  Detroit,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury shall  ascertain  if  any  of  the  subordinates  in  the 
customs  district  in  which  such  vacancy  occurs  are 
suitable  persons  qualified  to  discharge  efficiently  the 
duties  of  the  office  to  be  filled,  and  if  such  persons 
be  found,  he  shall  certify  to  the  President  the  name 
or  uames  of  those  subordinates,  not  exceeding  three, 
who,  in  his  judgment,  are  best  qualified  for  the 
position,  for  which  the  President  will  make  the 
nomination  to  fill  the  vacancy.  But  if  no  such  sub- 
ordinate be  found  qualified,  or  if  the  nomination 
be  not  confirmed,  tbe  nomination  will  be  made  at 
the  discretion  uf  tbe  President." 

Now,  without  stopping  to  remark,  in  tbe  few 
minutes  that  I  have  left,  upon  the  idea  that 
in  certain  cases  it  shall  be  within  the  discre- 
tion of  the  President,  when  the  Constitution 
makes  it  in  the  discretion  of  the  President  in 
all  cases,  and  the  limitation  is  unconstitutional, 
I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  only  a  few  per- 
sons can  possibly  aspire  for  the  offices  named. 
General  competition  is  impossible.  All  tbe 
outside  world  are  excluded.  What  will  be- 
come of  **the  young  men  fresh  from  colleges?" 
They  cannot  go  before  a  board  and  be  exam- 
ined. The  Secretary  of  tlie  Treasury  is  com- 
pelled to  go  into  the  custom-house  to  ascertain 
if  any  of  the  clerks  there  can  be  found  to  fill 
the  place. 

But  tbis  is  made  worse  by  rule  seventeen, 
which  says : 

**  Nothing  in  these  rules  and  regulations  shall  pre- 
vent the  reappointment  at  discretion  of  tbe  incum- 
bents of  any  office  the  term  of  which  is  fixed  by  law, 
and  when  such  reappointment  is  made,  n o  vacancy 
within  tbe  meaning  of  the  rules  shall  be  deemed  to 
have  occurred." 

When  a  vacancy  in  the  ordinary  acceptation 
does  occur,  what  is  the  consequence?  There 
is  no  competitive  examination,  but  under  this 
rule  a  person  in  office  may  be  reappointed 
eternally,  or  as  long  as  he  and  the  appointing 
power  '^  do  both  live.'*  What  patronage  has 
put  together  let  no  man  put  asunder.  [Laugh- 
ter.] There  can  be  no  competition  with  him 
from  the  outside,  and  there  can  be  no  exam- 
ination of  him  as  to  his  fitness  for  office  intel- 
lectually or  morally. 

*  Now,  as  the  offices  are  all  filled  under  this 
'*  miserable  system,''  as  gentlemen  say,  with 
scoundrels  and  improper  persons,  there  should 
be  at  least  a  provision  that  when  a  term  of 
office  has  expired  by  limitation  of  law  there 
should  be  a  competitive  examination  in  order 
to  be  able  to  obtain  a  better  class  of  officers 
so  far  as  that  would  give  them  to  us.  But  no, 
says  the  board,  the  men  who  are  now  in 
office  shall  not  be  touched,  and  when  their 
terms  of  office  expire  there  shall  not  be 
deemed  to  be  any  vacancy  within  the  dieaning 
of  these  rules.  They  can  have  the  appoint- 
ments, and  no  one  can  compete  with  them.  Is 
that  fair?    Is  it  honest?    Is.it  not  illogical? 

Furthermore,  these  rules  are  inconsistent 
with  themselves.  I  have  not  time  to  go  over 
them  ail,  but  I  will  call  attention  to  the  fact 
there  is  a  very  diflferent  rule  prescribed  for 
registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  office,  which 
are  as  important  as  a  surveyor  of  a  port  or  a 
postmaster.     Rule  thirteen  is  as  follows: 

"  When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  offioe  of  register 
or  receiver  of  the  land  office,  or  of  j^ension  agent, 
applications  in  writing  from  residents  in  the  district 
in  which  the  vacancy  occurs  may  be  addressed  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior,  inclosing  proper  certifi- 
cate of  character,  responsibility,  and  capacity;  and 
if  any  of  the  applicants  shall  be  found  suitable  and 
qualified,  the  name  or  names,  not  exceeding  three 
of  the  best  qualified,  shall  be  certified  by  the  board 
of  examiners  to  the  Secretary,  and  from  this  list  the 
nomination  will  be  made.  If,  however,  no  appli- 
cants under  this  regulation  shall  be  found  suitable 
and  qualified,  the  nomination  will  be  made  at  dis- 
cretion." 

Why  not  in  this  case  also  take  persons  em- 
ployed in  the  office.  The  registers  and  re- 
ceivers of  the  land  office  are  men  who  pass 
ujpon  various  laud  questions.  In  ray  State 
they  are  very  important  ufficersi  and  I  have 


no   doubt  they  are    so    in  other  Stz.u-*. 

every  mining   State  they  bare  to  pa^*  <>-• 

important  questions  of  mining  ri^htSf  vHr-  L> 

the  lands  in  question  "ftre  more  TaJua:.- 

agricultural  than  for  naining  parpoaet.     I. 

exercise  very  large  discretionary  powers  'l  r 

discharge  of  the  duties  of  their  offio,  a.  . 

need   to   be    pretty   good   lawyers  aod  t-' 

honest  men.  Why  is  not  the  8«ine  mleapf 

to  them  that  is  applied  to  the  survejor  *^  . 

port  or  to  a  postmaster?     Why  is  it  profH.?. 

that  a  man  who  has  been  in  the  oSc^.  &  hr--, 

clerk,  or  •  any  clerk,  sh&I)   not  be  alk>v«< 

take  the  place  of  a  register  or  reeeiver.  &>  . . 

the  case  of  surveyor  of  a  port?     If  tn?r^  • 

any  good  in  tliat  provision  whj  not  ext«i  I  ■' 

As  I  said  before,  theae  rales  are  incoasir*^" 

with  themselves. 

Furthermore,   Indian  ageota  and  buz^t- 

tendents  are  to  be  exempted  from  tbe  oc-^n- 

tion  of  these  provisions,  sis  will  be  seen  b;  il*. 

following  rule: 

**15.  Appointments  to  flU  ▼veanciee  oeevriar  z 
offices  in  tbe  several  Territories,  exeeptimr  ttii^ 
judges  of  the  United  States  coartSL  IiKiiAC  «rr'  • 
and  superintendents,  will  be  made  from  «-3:  ^  • 
and  qualified  persons  domiciled  in  the  Xerriian  t 
which  the  vaeanoy  oocnrs,  if  any  aach  are  ti>as<L  ' 

These  rules  are  not  to  apply  to  them.  1-  * 
God's  sake,  why  not?  Is  there  any  brmach  <•: 
the  public  service  that  for  the  last  fifty  T^in 
has  been  more  denounced  as  featerin^  «r: 
corruption?  Is  there  any  other  brancb  oiV- 
public  service  in  which  there  are  more  orr-:* 
tunities  to  rob  the  poor  Indian,  to  rob  i£« 
Government,  and  to  swindle  the  TreasurjtLi: 
in  the  Indian  service?  And  yet  it  is  sp€<cia.i  j 
provided  that  in  those  offices  there  shall  b«s' 
competitive  examination.  Am  I  not  n/rt'^  :* 
saying  that  these  rules  are  inconsistent  win 
themselves  7 

If  I  had  time,  which  I  have  not,  for  I  have 
promised  to  yield  half  of  my  time  to  the  fti- 
tleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Bm££]i' 
would  proceed  with  a  further  analysis  of  cli*^!% 
rules,  and  show  that  the  House  was  right  tk< 
other  day  in  saying  that  such  roles  should  &:•; 
be  put  in  force  all  orer  the  United  Su:*<. 
Who  knows  the  number  of  these  boardp,  U 
how  many  members  they  shall  consist,  or  vsai 
shall  be  their  pay?  Who  shall  hold  theoi  r 
responsibility,  and  by  what  means  7  Who  sh&' 
prevent  favoritism  by  them?  Who  shall  ex- 
amine them  as  to  their  capacity  or  character* 

I  wish  to  say  that  I  dissent  utterly  from  tLe 
assertion  which  has  been  made  here  tha:  thr: 
civil  service  of  this  Government  is  corrupt  .n 
all  its  departments.  Sir,  go  through  tb^^? 
departments,  and  yon  will  see  respectable  d  cl 
and  women  dilisendy  discharging  their  dutits. 
Are  there  any  defalcations  among  them  ? 

Look  all  over  the  country  and  see  how  wK. 
our  officers  discharge  their  duty.  Repub!ic&^^ 
who  by  their  course  upon  measures  likeihp<« 
give  conntenance  to  the  aspersions  of  th<^  ene- 
mies of  the  Administration  are  guilty  of  i'  ii- 
cretion  at  least — I  will  not  say  of  bad  fa.tH  >& 
their  party.  It  is  their  duty  here  to  give  tkc 
Administration  all  reasonable  belp«  l*b^y  a.ne 
called  upon  to  make  an  honest  and  due  d«>ft  o« ; 
yet  they  confess  the  case  against  us,  in  spittr  •  f 
evidences  on  every  hand  that  the  aspcrs.o's 
made  against  our  party  are  inventions  o.*'  t>«.r 
defamers.  Shame,  shame  upon  men  who  have 
not  the  manliness  to  stand  up  and  defend  their 

farty  on  this  floor  when  it  is  unjustly  as^ailt  i. 
say,  and  I  say  it  proudly,  that  I  am  r.i>; 
ashamed  of  the  Kepubltcan  party ;  I  am  o-^: 
ashamed  of  its  principles  ;  I  am  not  asham-^ 
of  its  achievements ;  I  am  not  ashamed  of  iLe 
humblest  workers  in  its  ranks,  who  are  stig- 
matized as  '*  politicians.'' 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  addr«95^i 
the  House  in  remarks  which  will  he  pnbiisb'  i 
in  the  Appendix ;  and  in  conclusion  moved 
that  the  bill  and  pending  amendments  b- 
recommitted. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  desire  to  offer  as  a  substi- 
tute the  amendment  which  I  send  to  tbe 
Clerk's  desk. 
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The  Clerk  rend  as  follows  : 

St  rike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clanso  of  the  bill 
nrl  insert  thefoUowinff: 

That  all  recommendations  made  by  any  member 
f  C«>nj?resj',  or  IKIeirrito  from  a  Territory,  to  the 
^rf'Hident  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  head  of  a 
>eparLment  or  of  any  bureau,  for  the  appointment 
tt'  any  portion  to  or  removal  from  office,  shall  be 
nntU;  in  writing,  giving  the  reasons  why  such  ap- 
xtintiuent  or  removal  should  be  made.  Any  such 
-ecotuDiendations  to  the  President  or  head  of  a 
>(*pitrtQ)cnt  by  any  member  or  Delegate  shall  be 
'o^arded  rm  omeial,  and  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to 
ho  inspection  of  members  atid  Delegates;  ana  cop- 
es thereof  shall  be  transmitted  to  either  House  of 
I^ougress  whenever  called  for  by  them,  for  informa- 
.ion  or  publication.  All  appointments  and  removals 
concerning  which  commnoioations  shall  have  been 
reeeivod  by  the  President  or  heads  of  Departments 
from  members  or  Delegates  shall  be  reported  to 
Congress  at  the  session  thereof  next  after  such  ap- 
pointment orremoval  shall  haveboen  made,  together 
with  all  correspondence  with  or  communicatious 
from  members  or  Delegates  respecting  the  same. 

Mr.   RANDALL.      Mr.  Speaker,  most  of 

thf*  lime  given  to  the  debate  thus  far  has  been 

occnpied  by  gentlemen  on  the  otbei*  side  of 

the  House  in  painting  the  Devil  black.     Now 

1  want,  and  perhaps  some  others  oo  this  side 

slIbo  desire,  to  paint  him  white.     [Laughter.] 

The  SPEAKER.    Three  hours  thuM  far  bave 

been  occupied  by  gentlemen  in  advocacy  of 

the   bill.     The  gentiemaa  from  Maiue,  [Mr. 

LiTNCU,]  a  member  of  the  committee,  is  now 

en  lit  led  to  the  floor  to  speak  in  opposition  to 

the  hill. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  suggest  to  the  gentle- 
roan  from  Maine  [Mr.  LynchJ  that  he  allow 
an  adjournment,  so  that  this  discussion  may 
be  resumed  to-morrow. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  As  I  am  obliged  to  leave 
town,  I  prefer  to  make  my  remarks  at  the 
present  time. 

Mr.  UOLMAN.  What  is  the  order  as  to 
the  time  when  the  previous  question  is  to 
operate  upon  this  bill? 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  At  half  past  four  the 
previous  question  will  be  considered  as  oper- 
ating on  tb«  bill  and  pending  amendments. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  1  desire  to  interrupt  tbe 
operation  of  the  previous  question.  I  do  not 
'wish  to  interfere  with  the  speech  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Maine,  but  perhaps  the  House  may 
give  unanimous  consent  that  the  debate  shall 
extend  through  to-morrow  after  the  morning 
hour. 

The  SPEAKER.  To-morrow  at  two  o'clock 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
will  be  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  RANDALL.  I  propose'  to  interrupt 
the  business  of  the  District  Committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Penn- 
syWaoia  [Mr.  Rakdall]  asks  unanimous  con- 
sent that  this  debate  may  proceed  through 
tu- morrow. 
Mr.  PETERS.  I  object. 
The  SPEAKER.  The  several  amendments 
which  have  been  offered  are  considered  as 
pending  by  unanimous  consent,  and  to  them 
the  motiou  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
Eeits,  to  recommit  the  bill  and  a  mendments, 
will  apply* 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
from  Maine  [Mr.  Lynch]  yields  to  me  to  move 
that  all  the  amendments  which  have  been 
ofl'ered  be  printed,  so  that  they  may  be  before 
the  House  in  print  when  we  vote  upon  the 
qaeslion  to-morrow. 

i  be  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hears  no  objec^ 
tion,  and  it  will  be  so  ordered. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  recognise 
the  necessity  of  reform  in  the  civil  service 
of  the  Government ;  am  anxious  to  see  such 
reform  carried  out,  and  will  favor  any  meas- 
ure which  in  my  judgment  is  calculated  to 
effect  that  result. 

1  agree  with  my  colleagues  on  the  commit*  j 
tee,  the  gentleman  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Wil- 
lard]  and  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
Pekry]  who  have  spoken  so  earnestly  and 
eloquently  on  the  subject,  that  the  whole  ten- 
dency of  tbe  dispensation  of  patronage  by  the 
Government  is  to  corrupt  and  demoralize  the 
party  which  controls  it,  and  I  have  honestly 


endeavored  to  find  some  remedy  for  the  evil 
which  can  be  practically  applied. 

I  do  not  agree  with  my  colleagues  that  the 
evils  existing  in  the  civil  service  result  mainly 
from  what  is  termed  the  interference  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  with  appointments  to  oflice, 
and  I  am  unable  to  see  how  the  abuses  con* 
nected  with  appointments  to  and  removals 
from  office  are  to  be  corrected,  the  appoint- 
ment of  honest  and  competent  officers  secured, 
or  the  removal  of  such  officers  prevented  by 
any  laws  we  may  pass  here. 

The  whole  matter  appears  to  me  to  be  one 
of  -administration,  and  pertains  not  to  the 
legislative  but  to  the  executive  branch  of  the 
Government.  Under  the  Constitution  the 
President  is  charged  with  the  execution  of 
the  laws.  In  the  language  of  the  Constitution 
**he  shajl  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully 
executed. '^ 

Made  by  the  Constitution  responsible  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  the  laws,  he  is  prop- 
erly clothed  with  power  to  appoint,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
subordinate  Federal  officers.  He  appoints  all 
Federal  officers  of  the  higher  grades,  who  in 
turn  appoint  their  subordinates,  each  being 
responsible  to  his  superior,  and  all  responsible 
to  the  chief  executive  heaid,  the  President, 
who  in  turn  is  responsible  to  the  people, 
through  their  Representatives,  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duties  under  the  Constitution. 
The  theory  of  our  Government  is  that  the 
people  are  the  source  of  ail  political  power  ; 
that  their  will  is  expressed  to  the  President 
officially  through  their  Representatives,  and 
when  so  expressed,  his  duty  is  to  execute; 
and  to  enable  him  to  perform  this  duty  he  is 
clothed  with  the  power  to  appoint  his  subor- 
dinate executive  officers. 

There  is  no  lack  of  power,  no  want  of  au- 
thority, no  necessity  for  any  law  to  aid  the 
President  in  the  matter  of  making  appoint- 
ments to  office.  He  may  appoint  whomsoever 
he  elects,  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  has  full  power  in  regard  to  removals 
from  office.  He  may  obtain  information  in 
regard  to  the  qualifications  for  office  of  any 
candidate  presented,  from  any  source,  and  is 
at  liberty  to  accept  or  reject  any  recommenda- 
tions which  may  be  made,  either  in  regard  to 
appointments  or  removals. 

Now,  what  are  the  abuses  we  are  seeking  to 
correct ;  the  evils  we  are  trying  to  remedy ; 
tbe  reforms  we  desire  to  have  carried  out  in 
the  civil  service  of  the  Government? 

It  is,  as  I  have  said,  charged  that  they  result 
from  the  unwarranted  interference  of  mem- 
bers of  Congress  with  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments in  the  matter  of  appointment  and 
removal  of  Federal  officers  ;  that  the  custom 
of  making  such  appointments  and  removals 
upon  the  recommendation  of  members  of  Con- 
gress of  the  dominant  party  having  obtained 
in  the  Government,  tbe  patronage  thus  ac- 
quired has  come  to  be  us^  for  the  personal 
advantage  of  the  member  controlling  it,  and  as 
a  means  of  prolonging  his  own  term  of  office  ; 
that  this  practice  has  resulted  in  filling  the 
Federal  offices  of  the  country  with  incompe- 
tent and  corrupt  men,  whose  only  qualifica- 
tions are  their  ability  to  control  ward  cau- 
cuses and  conventions  aud  their  usefulness 
generally  to  the  member  obtaining  their 
appointment. 

That  there  is  a  basis  of  truth  for  this  charge 
to  rest  upon  1  do  not  deny.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  right  (for  I  consider  it  a  right  whether 
exei*cised  by  the  people  directly  or  through  their 
Representatives)  to  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment or  removal  of  Federal  officers  is  in  many 
cases  abused,  and  that  instead  of  being  used 
in  the  interests  of  the  public  service  itisofteu 
prostituted  to  subserve  private  ends. 

My  own  observation,  however,  is  that  the 
officers  of  the  Government  are,  as  a  class,  as 
honest  and  as  capable  as  the  average  of  men 
employed  in  responsible  business  positiond, 
aud  as  honest  and  competent  as  officers  who  I 


are  elected  by  the  people ;  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernment is  as  well  served  as  business  corpora- 
tions. 

Abuses  are  inseparably  connected  with  the 
distribution  of  patronage.  The  power  to  ap- 
point and  remove  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  men 
with  aggregate  salaries  of  nearly  thirty  million 
dollars  is,  by  whomsoever  exercised,  a  fearful 
one. 

But  I  think  that  experience  has  demon- 
strated that  this  power  is  more  dangerous 
when  exercised  by  a  single  man  or  by  a 
Department  or  branch  of  the  Government 
than  when,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  is  divided. 
In  proof  of  this  I  need  only  refer  to  the  use 
that  has  been  made  of  Government  patronago 
under  former  Administrations  to  force  through 
Congress  Administration  measures.  The  worst 
measures  of  the  worst  Administrations  have 
been  forced  through  Congress  by  the  corrupt 
use  of  the  patronage  of  the  Government ; 
not  by  admitting  to  the  Representatives  of 
the  people  the  right  to  advise  in  regard  to 
appointments  in  their  respective  districts,  but 
under  tbe  very  principle  which  is  embraced  iq 
the   bill  which   is  now  under  consideration. 

Let  us  see  what  connection  members  of 
Congress  now  have  with  the  appointing  power. 
I  understand  it  to  be  this:  that  all  officers 
whose  jurisdiction  is  embraced  within  a  con- 
gressional district  are,  by  a  recognized  rule  of 
the  Departments  and  the  President,  appointed 
upon  the  recommendition  of  the  member  rep- 
resenting the  district,  if  he  is  of  the  dom- 
inant p^rty ;  and  all  officers  who  have  larger 
jurisdiction  than  a  congressional  district  within 
a  State  are  appointed  upon  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  Senators  of  such  State.  What  the 
practice  is  in  regard  to  districts  and  States 
represented  by  the  opponents  of  the  Adminis- 
tration I  am  not  advised. 

So  far  as  regards  the  appointments  made 
npon  the  recommendation  of  Representatives, 
I  think  the  rule  or  practice  a  proper  one,  and 
founded  upon  a  correct  principle. 

The  people  have  the  same  interest  in  the 
proper  administration  of  laws,  and  that  proper 
persons  shall  be  appointed  to  execute  them, 
that  they  have  in  the  passage  of  good  laws; 
and  as  it  is  not  practicable  for  them  to  act 
directly  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  such 
officers,  they  act  through  their  Representatives. 
These  Representatives  may  betray  the  trust 
confided  to  them  in  this,  as  they  may  in  any 
other  matter.  They  may  through  ignorance 
or  from  corrupt  motives  secure  the  appoint- 
ment of  dishonest  and  incompetent  omctals, 
as  they  may  aid  in  the  enactment  of  bad  laws. 
But  in  either  case  the  evil  cannot  long  exist, 
as  the  term  of  office  is  short,  and  tbe  remedy 
can  soon  be  applied.  If  through  the  influence 
of  Federal  officers  a  member  of  Congress  is 
enabled  to  control  conventions,  and  thus  pro- 
long his  term  of  service,  the  fault  is  with  the 
people  who  neglect  their  political  duties. 
The  power  is  with  them.  If  they  fail  to  ex- 
ercise it,  the  fault  is  their  own.  I  am  unable 
to  see  why  a  person  who  can  be  trusted  to 
make  the  laws  of  the  country  should  by  law 
be  branded  as  unfit  to  be  trusted  with  the 
lesser  responsibility  of  recommending  the 
appointment  of  officers  to  execute  those  laws. 

I  have  said  that  I  believed  the  practice  which 
has  obtained  of  acting  upon  the  recommcnda* 
tions  of  Representatives  in  Congress  in  mak- 
ing appointments  a  correct  one.  I  think  it 
should  be  extended  rather  than  curtailed,  for 
the  reason  that  power  is  thus  kept  more  within 
the  control  of  the  people. 

I  think  Senators  should  not  make  any  rec- 
ommendations with  regard  to  appointments, 
as  it  tends  to  unfit  them  for  passing  impar- 
tially upon  the  confirmation  of  such  appoint- 
ments. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  If  the  gentleman's  theory 
is  correct,  I  would  like  to  know  in  whijit  man- 
ner he  would  make  appointments  in  districts 
not  represented  by  members  of  the  dominant 
party,    is  he  not  aware  that  now,  according 
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to  the  nniYersal  practice,  id  what  are  called 
*^  orphan  **  districtSi  that  is,  districts  not  rep- 
resented by  gentlemen  of  the  dominant  party, 
the  appointments  are  all.  made  on  the  rec- 
ommendation of  Senators  ? 

Mr.  LYNCH.  I  think,  Mr.  Speaker,  that 
the  appointments  shonld  be  made  upon  the 
recommendations  of  the  Representatives  of 
those  States. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Then  that  far  at  least  this 
bill,  according  to  the  gentleman's  own  theory, 
goes  in  the  right  direction,  as  it  prohibits 
senators  from  ezecising  this  power. 

Mr.  LYNCH.  Notatall.  I  shall  show  before 
I  get  through  that  the  bill  places  the  entire 
patronage  of  the  Government  in  the  hands  of 
the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  connection 
with  the  President,  taking  the  matter  alto- 
gether away  from  the  control  of  the  people. 
That  is  my  objection  to  the  bill. 

As  I  was  saying,  Senators  ought  not  to  have 
this  power,  because  it  tends  to  unfit  them  for 
passing  impartially  upon  the  confirmation  of 
appointments ;  and  it  has  a  tendency  to  place 
the  officer  confirmed  under  obligations  to  Sen- 
ators, and  may  influence  him  in  appointing 
subordinates  in  his  Department  upon  their 
recommendation. 

And  in  this  connection  I  desire  to  call  par- 
ticular attention  to  what  1  regard  as  the  worst 
and  most  dangerous  feature  of  the  bill  under 
consideration. 

It  prohibits,  on  penalty  of  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  $100  nor  more  than  $1,000,  any  member 
of  Congress  from  voluntarily  making  any  rec- 
onmendation  to  the  President  or  any  head  of 
a  Department  in  regard  te  the  appointment  or 
removal  of  Federal  officers.  All  such  officers 
must  be  confirmed  by  the  Senate  or  appointed 
by  officers  who  are  so  confirmed ;  and  by  a  rule 
of  the  Senate  the  objection  of  the  Senators *of 
the  State  for  which  such  appointment  is  made, 
when  of  the  dominant  party,  rejects,  or  their 
approval  secures,  the  confirmation  of  such 
officers. 

It  will  be  readily  seen  who  would  be  con- 
sulted by  the  President  in  regard  to  appoint- 
ments nnder  this  bill ;  and  it  might  not  even 
be  necessary  to  consult  at  all,  as  there  could 
readily  be  found  means  to  let  the  President 
understand  who  were  preferred  by  the  Sen- 
ators ;  and  the  President  would  be  placed  en- 
tirely within  the  power  of  such  Senators.  If 
he  did  not  appoint  officers  approved,  not  by 
the  Senate,  but  by  the  Senators  of  the  State, 
in  which  the  appointment  was  made,  the  ap- 
pointment would  be  rejected;  thus  placing  the 
whole  patronage  of  the  Government  in  the 
control  of  the  Senate,  and  that  without  having 
them  in  any  way  responsible  to  the  people,  as 
all  action  upon  nominations  is  in  secret  session. 

The  power  of  the  Federal  patronage  within 
a  State  is  much  more  potential  in  controlling 
a  State  Legislature  than  in  controlling  the 
people,  and  I  regard  the  growing  tendency  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate  to  control  in  connection 
with  the  Executive  the  patronage  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  wield  it  for  their  joint  advantage, 
with  infinitely  more  alarm  than  any  abuses 
which  can  possibly  grow  out  of  the  connection 
which  Representatives  have  with  the  appoint- 
ing power.  While  the  present  practice  con- 
tinues the  responsibility  can  to  a  certain  extent 
be  fixed. 

If  an  incompetent  or  dishonest  officer  is 
appointed,  the  liepresentative,  or  the  Senator, 
as  the  case  may  be,  upon  whose  recommenda- 
tion he  was  appointed  is  known,  and  must 
take  the  responsibility.  A  Senator  who  should 
override  the  Representative,  who  under  the 
practice  is  entitled  to  designate  the  appoint- 
ment, would  not  be  sustained  unless  theappoint^ 
ment  was  not  a  proper  one  to  be  made.  Under 
this  bill  all  this  would  be  reversed,  and,  as  I 
have  shown,  the  Senate  acting  in  secret  would 
have  the  whole  control  of  appointments. 

Another  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
passage  of  this  bill  is  that  it  would  increase 
the  power  of  the  President  to  control  the 


action  of  Congress.  Suppose  a  President 
desired  the  passage  of  some  measure,  and 
having  appointments  to  make,  he  takes  into 
his  confidence  and  consults  the  members  of 
either  branch  whose  influence  he  deemed  it 
most  important  to  secure,  taking  their  recom- 
mendations ;  would  it  not  be  a  powerful  lever, 
when  skillfully  and  unscrupulously  used,  to 
influence  legislation  ? 

In  every  view  I  can  take  of  this  bill  it  is  a 
step  in  the  wrong  direction.  It  confounds  all 
distinctions  between  right  and  wrong,  by  pun- 
ishing as  criminal  an  act  which,  if  properly 
performed,  is  a  meritorious  one ;  it  concen- 
trates power  in  the  hands  of  the  Senate,  and 
relieves  from  responsibility  those  nearest  to 
the  people,  and  who  can  be  most  readily 
reached. 

The  substitute  which  I  propose  provides  that 
all  recommendations  of  members  of  Congress 
in  regard  to  the  appointment  and  removal  of 
officers  shall  be  official  acts,  and  requires  such 
recommendations  to  be  based  upon  the  fitness 
or  unfitness  of  the  person  to  be  appointed  or 
removed,  and  that  such  recommendations 
shall  be  open  to  inspection  and  reported  to  Con- 
gress. This  would  prevent  appointments  and 
removals  being  made  upon  personal  grounds, 
and  would  place  the  responsibility  upon  the 
proper  person.  To  go  further  than  this  would , 
m  my  judgment,  be  to  infrin^  upon  the  rights 
and  duties  of  the  Representatives  of  the  people. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  Mr.  Speaker,  it 
has  become  popular  to  be  in  favor  of  a  re- 
form of  the  civil  service.  The  word  '*  reform  * ' 
is  a  good  word;  it  rounds  a  period  hand- 
somely and  becomes  the  mouth  well.  On  all 
hands  it  seems  to  be  agreed  that  the  civil  ser- 
vice is  sadly  out  of  joint.  As  to  just  where 
the  difficulty  lies  seems  not  to  be  quite  so  clear, 
but  it  is  certain  that  the  case  is  rapidly  running 
on  from  bad  to  worse.  Ignorant  men  get 
appointments  when  intelligent  men  cannot. 
Vicious  men  vault  into  snug  places  which  the 
honest  men  seem  unable  to  reach.  Certainly 
there  ought  to  be  a  reform,  if  any  one  can  tell 
what  that  is. 

There  is  abundant  talk  upon  the  subject  and 
no  end  of  good  wishes,  but  practically  not 
much  is  done.  The  President  in  his  annual 
message  has  devoted  one  of  his  longest  para- 
graphs to  civil  service  reform,  in  which  he 
reminds  us  also  that  he  did  the  same  one  year 
ago.  He  seems  to  be  deeply  impressed  with 
the  necessity  of  such  a  reform,  and  so  far  I  am 
sure  the  country  is  quite  of  his  mind.  The 
people  are  disgusted  with  the  warring  of  the 
rings  for  political  spoil.  They  Ions  for  the 
return  of  the  old  rule  of  capability  and  honesty 
as  the  only  recommendation  for  civil  office, 
and  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  The  clamors 
are  deafening  and  endless  over  claims  of  such 
a  prodigious  variety  of  services  as  to  be  utterly 
confhsing.  Officers  are  no  longer  sought  by 
the  appointing  power.  They  attack  it  in  num- 
bers like  an  army  &nd  with  the  persistence  of 
Arab  beggars. 

*'  Ithas  been  theaim  of  the  Administration,'' 
says  the  message,  '*to  enforce  honesty  and 
efficiency  in  all  the  public  offices. "  It  is  a  case 
of  good  intentions  beyond  all  question,  but  the 
excellent  '*aim"  of  the  Administration  seems 
to  have  resulted  like  that  of  the  very  notable 
person  who  **  bent  his  bow  to  shoot  a  crow, 
but  killed  the  cat  in  the  window."  The  Ad- 
ministration is  not  in  the  least  to  blame.  It 
took  good  aim,  and  if  it  did  not  hit  the  mark 
somebody  interfered  with  the  gun  and  made  it 
shoot  wild. 

We  are  assured  that  ''if  bad  men  have 
secured  places  it  has  been  the  fault  of  the  sys- 
tem established  by  law  and  custom  for  makmg 
the  appointments,  or  the  fault  of  those  who 
recommended  for  Government  positions  per- 
sons not  sufficiently  well  known  to  them 
personally  or  who  give  letters  indorsing  the 
character  of  office-seekers  without  a  proper 
sense  of  the  grave  responsibility  which  such  a 
course  devolves   upon   them.''    The  people 


of  the  country  will  be  greatly  diaturbed,  I  tz 
sure,  on  being  thus  informed  by  the  Pre^ic-^- 
that  there  are  any  persons  so  evil   disposed  & 
to   ''give  letters   indoraioi^  the  charactrr 
office-seekers  without  a  proper  seose  cf  *i> 
grave  responsibility. "     Who  are  these  f^ezssf  • 
who  have  given  such  letters,  and  thu^  imp^^^^i 
upon  the  Executive  and  opened  the  Tr«^<.r 
to  plunderers   and   compters  of  the  y^b 
service?    They  ought  to  be  exposed,  asj  l 
doubt  will  be  by  a  vigilant  committee  air^^! 
raised  and  at  work  in  the  other  brasc^ 
Congress. 

Every  right-minded  man  most  sjmpairi* 
with  the  President  when  he  goes  on  fnrthif :«. 
say  that  a  "civil  service  reform  which  eia  . 
rect  this  abuse  is  much  desired."  Eat  ^.v 
can  this  be  done?  The  persons  who  vr/: 
these  letters  and  make  recommeodatijsi  ^:* 
office-seekers  are  exceedingly  nomerons,  ^i^ 
I  grieve  to  say  are  many  of  them  afflicted  «  ^ 
a  political  and  moral  obliquity  ob  these  ^■ 
jects  altogether  too  stubborn  to  be  eradictrt: 
by  anything  less  than  a  civil  service  Ku  KJ^i 
law,  to  be  administered  *' without  bece^t  c: 
clergy." 

The  President  is  for  applying  "  merca&tilr 
principles  to  this  business,  Aod  suggest!  ^'a 
reformatory  law  which  woald  enforce  this  prin- 
ciple against  all  indorsers  of  persons  for  ^v 
lie  place."     This  is  a  good  suggestion.    Tl?k 
is  a  peculiar  fitness  about  it.     Since  the  rec- 
ommendations are  quite  generally  given  spce 
principles  purely  mercantile,  whj  should  z-^ 
responsibility  be  enforced  upon  the  same  p^- 
cipies?    If  the  Hon.  Tom  Nok^wUt.  withr^* 
'*  a  proper  sense  of  the  grave  reepon«ibiI:t;. 
recommend  his  bosom  fnend,  Mr.  Ned  Ca&:.^ 
packer,  for  a  high  and  lucrative  office.  »34  •' 
turns  out  that  the  aforesaid  Ned  is  little  tetw 
than  a  thief,  and  brings  the  appointing  pcs^r 
into  contempt  by  his  gross  inoompeteficy  n-^ 
dishonesty,  why  should  not  the  Eton.  Too  >. 
subject  to  an  action  under  the  most  striofc-: 
kind  of  a  reformatory  law?     Whv,  to  b«  sire 
The  case  is  plain,  and  I  trust  the  'digUnguis**^ 
chairman  of  the  Civil  Service  CommitTe^-  ■■- 
this  House  will  heed  this  recommendatioa  '^' 
the  message. 

Meantime,  until  we  get  these  laws  esacv-i 
I  beg  leave  to  suggest  to  the  President,  ii  ^^ 
be  allowable  to  make  a  suggestion  at  all,  t^' 
there  is  not  now  any  law  requiring  hin  to  h^ 
lieve  a  single  word  of  these  dangerous  Uv/tn 
and  recommendations.  In  fact  it  is  a  n*rf 
tempting  of  Providence  to  believe  them.  Tbrr- 
is  an  example  in  this  ci^  of  one  of  the  th^k 
and  thin  supporters  of  the  AdminisSnti9n. 
of  great  influence,  who  gave  most  excellent 
advice  to  an  officerholder  having  patronai^  u« 
dispense.  He  said  to  him,  *'  I  shaft  sien  ail  tb* 
recommendations  that  come  to  me,  but  doc  t 
you  pay  any  attention  to  them ;  when  I  vast 
you  to  appoint  any  one  I  will  tell  yon  so/' 

This  veteran  politician,  with  an  eye  all  tb* 
while  to  the  main  chance,  signs  his  name  to  aC 
manner  of  letters  and  recommendations  vitK 
out  a  sense  of  "grave  responsibility,"  or  asr 
responsibility  whatever.  It  will  be  of  no  use  Ui 
lecture  this  ffentleman  upon  political  monU, 
because  he  does  not  care  for  any  morals :  h^ 
cares  only  for  money  and  power ;  and  wh%x  is 
true  of  him  is  also  true  of  the  great  aroy  of 
professional  place-hunters,  the  whole  coostir 
over.  Bven  Mr.  Thomas  Murphy,  I  veotsrr 
to  say,  was  not  always  under  a  sense  of  grst$ 
responsibility  in  his  dealings  with  the  Admis- 
istration. 

No,  sir ;  I  am  sure  it  will  never  do  for  t^e 
President  to  rely  on  his  letters  and  reeoo- 
mendatioos  unless  he  can  compel  the  vnten 
to  make  an  affidavit  or  threaten  them  wttli  i 
lawsuit. 

For  myself,  I  shall  look  earioasly  on  to  set 
the  application  of  mercaptile  principles  in  tibii 
reform,  ray  own  hopes  not  rising  verj  bigt 
in  that  directioB. 

But  the  President  evidently  does  not  intend 
to  rely  altogether  upon  the  application  of  i 
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santile  principles  to  reform  the  civil  service. 
Dn  the  contrary  he  has  now  taken  vigorous 
lold  of  an  entirely  different,  and  to  my  mind 
^  very  much  more  promising  scheme.  In  the 
message  of  the  19th  of  December  last,  the  two 
Elousea  of  Congress  were  informed  that  the 
President  had  adopted  the  rules  recommended 
by  *'  the  commission  to  devise  rules  and  reg- 
ulations for  reforming  the  civil  service,"  and 
that  those  rules  would  go  into  effect  on  the 
Ist  of  January  following. 

There  ought  to  be  no  doubt,  I  am  sure,  that 
the  President  is  entirely  sincere  and  earnest 
in  this  effort  to  effect  a  reform  which  he  de- 
clares to  be  '*  much  needed,''  and  which  was 
pressed  upon  him  by  an  act  of  Congress.    Nor 
would  anv  one  ever  have  doubted  this  but  for 
the  singular  spectacle  that  the  * 'especial  friends 
of  the  Administration,''  as  they  are  called, 
almost  with  one  voice  ridicule  and  denounce 
the  measure.     And  they  have  the  hardihood, 
some  of  them,  to  suggest  that  the  President 
has  promulgated  Uiis  scheme  only  to  render 
civil   service  reform    ridiculous  in   practice, 
and  thus  turn  aside  the  whole   force  of  the 
movement.     It  is  a  misfortune  if  the  Admin- 
istration has  within  the  party  that  brought  it 
into  power  a  coterie  called  *'  especial  frionds." 
Sspecial  friends  are  always,  from  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  the  worst  enemies  of  any  Admin- 
istration.   They  are  enabled  to  make  demands 
'which  justice  and  sound  policy  would  deny, 
but  which  especial  friendship  is  forced  to  grant. 
No  good  Administration  can  afford  to  have 
them,  and  if  this  Administration  has  had  anv 
such,  then  I  trust  that  the  message  of  the  19th 
of  December  is  a  declaration  of  independence, 
and  we  shall  hear  no  more  of  them. 

Believing,  thereforCj  that  this  measure  of 
reform  has  been  entered  upon  advisedly  and 
with  patriotic  purpose,  I  hail  it  as  a  step  in 
the  right  direction.  It  is  indeed  a  great  thing 
that  hereafter  in  the  civil  service  there  is  to 
be  made  a  distinction  between  intelligence 
and  ignorance,  between  honesty  and  dishon- 
esty, between  faithful  service  and  mere  par- 
tisan brawling;  that  members  of  Congress 
are  to  be  sent  before  their  constituents  to 
stand  or  fall  upon  their  own  merits,  and  not 
as  political  hucksters  with  offices  to  barter  for 
an  office  ;  that  even  great  Senators,  who  have 
had  whole  States  to  trade  upon,  will  be  dis- 
charged from  further  employment  as  office- 
brokers,  and  may  attend  to  the  legitimate 
business  of  legislation. 

They  do  not  all  of  them  seem  to  be  as  grate- 
ful as  ihey  ought  to  be  for  the  great  service  the 
President  has  rendered  them  in  this  matter, 
but  I  trust  they  will  come  into  a  better  frame 
of  mind  af\er  a  time.  Those  who  have  stated 
their  objections  thus  far  have  been  exceed- 
ingly hasty  and  incautious.  The  regulations, 
it  is  said,  are  unconstitutional  and  void,  be- 
cause they  take  away  from  the  President  the 
appointing  power  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Constitution.  But  it  is  the  President  himself 
who  has  adopted  the  rules  for  the  regulation 
of  his  own  discretion  in  his  own  way.  Who 
is  there  to  deny  that  he  has  the  power  to  do 
that?  Certainly  not  those  who  maintain  the 
tenure-of-office  act,  by  which  the  President  is 
bound  in  chains  and  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  the  Senate.  There  is  a  wide  difference  be- 
tween regulation  and  destruction.  The  exercise 
of  the  appointing  power  may,  no  doubt,  be 
regulated  by  law,  but  the  power  itself  cannot 
be  taken  away. 

It  is  true  that  the  appointing  power  is  vested 
by  the  Constitution  in  the  President,  with 
some  exceptions  not  necessary  to  be  consid- 
ered here,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  maintain  and 
defend  it  in  his  hands.  He  is  chosen  to  his 
great  office  by  the  direct  vote  of  the  people, 
and  his  duty  is  to  represent  them  independ- 
ently and  faithfully  in  this  respect  That  he 
does  not  now  do  it  is  evident,  and  perhaps 
from  no  fault  of  his,  though  I  am  not  quite 
sure  of  that.  But  if  there  has  been  any  un- 
warranted invasion  of  the  constitutional  powers 


of  the  Executive  in  this  matter  it  has  not  been 
by  attempts  at  civil  service  reform.  On  the 
contrary  the  assault  has  come  from  Congress 
in  two  ways :  the  first  arises  out  of  the  usage 
which  allows  members  and  Senators  under  the 
form  of  recommendation  practically  to  dic- 
tate appointments,  and  the  second  out  of  the 
power  to  control  removals  from  office  given  to 
the  Senate  by  the  "tenure-of-office  act."  In 
fact  this  last  act,  which  this  House  repeatedly 
voted  to  repeal  by  large  majorities,  has  gone 
far  toward  taking  the  appointing  power  wholly 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  President. 

Previously  to  the  passage  of  that  law  the 
sole  power  of  the  Senate  was  lodged  in  the 
right  to  refuse  to  confirm  the  nominees  of  the 
President,  and  this  ^as  of  itself  a  very  great 
restraint  upon  the  Executive ;  but  there  re* 
mained  to  him  the  power  to  remove  an  obnox- 
ious incumbent  and  to  fill  the  vacancy  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  and  the  removed 
officer  could  never  be  restored  without  his 
consent.  Now,  however,  the  President  can 
only  suspend  the  officer  and  report  himself 
as  soon  as  may  be  to  the  Senate,  and  then  run 
the  risk  of  being  snubbed  and  having  the 
deeply  offended  official  restored  to  his  place. 
How  ^eatW  this  alters  the  situation  from  that 
in  which  Jackson,  leading  the  people,  con- 
tended affainst  a  hostile  Senate  and  tnumphed 
over  it,  there  needs  no  argument  to  show. 

This  law  has,  in  my  judgment,  done  more 
to  intensify  the  evils  of  the  present  system  of 
appointments  to  office  than  all  other  causes 
put  together.  It  was  adopted  as  a  temporary 
expedient  to  take  away  from  an  unpopular 
President  the  powers  always  theretofore  sup- 
posed to  belong  to  his  office,  and  to  enable  a 
great,  victorious  party  to  control  the  official 
patronage  of  the  Government  in  spite  of  him. 
It  accomplished  its  purpose,  and  put  into  office 
such  a  brood  of  knaves  as  that  no  party  has 
ever  been  willing  to  be  held  wholly  responsible 
for  them.  It  did  more;  it  introduced  that 
system  of  senatorial  control  which  has  turned 
the  Senate  into  a  mart  for  official  brokerage, 
and  is  fast  reducing  the  members  of  the  House 
to  the  condition  of  senatorial  vassals. 

The  President  has  repeatedly  asked  that  this 
law  might  be  repealed,  and  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives has  as  often  responded  by  passing 
the  repeal  bill.  But  power  once  obtained  is 
not  easily  yielded,  and  we  are  not  likely  to 
live  long  enough  to  see  the  Presidency  restored 
to  its  former  independence.  And  this  House 
may  pass  as  many  reform  bills  as  may  suit  its 
desires,  but  they  will  be  consigned  to  the  same 
irretrievable  limbo  with  the  repeal  bills  here- 
tofore mentioned. 

I  have  not  intended,  however,  in  these  re- 
marks to  discuss  the  evils  of  the  civil  service, 
for  that  has  been  sufficiently  done  in  both 
Houses  of  Congress,  in  the  public  press,  and 
in  the  general  literature  of  the  day,  but  to 
confine  myself  mainly  to  the  practical  question 
of  remedies.  And  as  to  that  question  Iwill  say 
that  it  will  not  be  well  to  be  too  ambitious  nor 
to  attempt  too  much.  We  shall  not  bring  in 
the  millennium  during  this  Congress^  but  we 
may  reasonably  hope  to  make  some  improve- 
ment upon  the  present  ruinous  system  if  we 
give  the  subject  earnest  attention. 

I  have  already  said  that  the  rules  adopted 
by  the  civiP  service  commission  and  promul- 

Sated  by  the  President  are  a  step  in  the  right 
irection.  They  seem  to  me  much  more  im- 
portant as  an  indication  of  the  settled  purpose 
of  the  Administration  than  as  a  practical  solu- 
tion of  the  difficulty.  In  fact,  they  do  not  so 
much  as  touch  the  real  sources  of  the  disease, 
which  has  become  so  deep-seated  and  virulent 
as  to  defy  any  but  the  most  heroic  remedies. 
The  competitive  examination  is  well  enough 
in  its  way,  and  if  wisely  employed,  as  all  are 
bound  to  believe  it  will  be,  ma^  prove  of  con- 
siderable value  in  the  selection  of  officers 
whose  duties  are  mainly  of  a  clerkly  nature, 

Iand  the  six  months'  trial  before  final  appoint- 
ment will  be  found  still  better ;  but  they  will 


both  prove  altogether  too  feeble  to  stem  the 
existinff  current  which  is  rapidly  hurrying  us 
forward  on  the  road  to  political  decay  and 
disintegration.  After  all,  this  system  pro- 
poses merely  to  transfer  the  right  of  selection 
from  the  President,  or  head  of  a  Department, 
to  a  board  to  be  constituted  for  the  purpose. 
But  is  there  any  peculiar  magic  about  a  board  ? 
Will  it  be  able  to  resist  the  influences  which 
the  chiefs  of  the  Executive  Departments  could 
not  repel  ?  Will  those  powerful  men  in  Con- 
gress, who  have  been  able  to  lay  the  whole 
Government  under  contribution  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  their  projects  of  ambition,  be 
daunted  by  this  feeble  contrivance  of  an  advis- 
ory board  armed  with  dictionaries  and  school- 
books  ? 

Sir,  they  will  speedily  fill  the  boards  with  their 
own  creatures,  who  will  understand  well  that 
those  who  go  before  the  board  with  certain 
recommendations  are  always  to  pass,^and  all 
others  are  to  be  rejected.  We  are  not  without 
exam  pies  of  this  practice.  The  military  exam- 
ining boards  during  the  war  came  to  be  so  well 
understood  that  the  officers  ordered  before 
them  generally  resigned,  knowing  that  this  was 
the  way  the  men  in  authority  disposed  of  those 
they  disliked.  The  examination  was  a  farce. 
I  know  that  this  may  be  prevented  by  a  vigil- 
ant and  independent  Executive,  but  so  also 
might  all  necessity  for  the  boards  be  obviated 
in  tne  same  way.  As  aids  to  the  Executive, 
however,  of  some  value,  perhaps,  I  do  not 
object  to  the  rules  established  by  the  civil 
service  commission,  but  as  a  remedy  for  the 
present  deplorable  demoralization  of  the  civil 
service,  they  are  of  no  more  account  than  gos- 
samer rigeing  for  a  ship  in  a  storm.  There 
needs  ana  must  be  a  vigorous  overhauling  of 
the  whole  system  without  any  regard  to  the 
laihentations  of  those  political  charlatans  who 
tell  us  that  nothing  is  required  but  to  keep  turn- 
ing out  enemies  and  putting  in  friends  of  the 
Administration.  It  is  no  doubt  a  very  heavenly- 
minded  Administration,  but  it  has  a  few  friends 
of  the  Leet  and  Stocking  pattern  that  it  will 
be  desirable  to  turn  into  enemies  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  Let  us  have  the  civil  service  temple 
cleared  for  once  of  the  money-changers  and 
those  that  sell  doves  there  with  the  **  scourge 
of  small  cords,"  after  the  fashion  taught  us 
eighteen  hundred  years  ago. 

I  am  not  particularly  hopeful  of  this  at  pres- 
ent, but  perhaps  we  may  do  something  after 
the  elections.  Lately  it  has  been  said  that  the 
rules  have  been  suspended  as  inconvenient.  It 
is  to  be  presumed  that  they  will  always  prove 
inconvenient  to  those  who  believe  in  the  doc- 
trine of  political  spoils.  Any  reform  will  be 
inconvenient  to  those  who  are  in  hot  pursuit 
of  great  prizes  in  the  lottery.  They  will  be 
unwilling  to  wait  even  for  the  slow  motions  of 
the  boards  that  will  be  sure  to  do  their  bidding 
in  the  end. 

Our  great  hinderance  to  reform  is  that  there 
is  too  much  money  in  many  of  the  offices,  and 
the  contest  for  them  is  thereby  rendered  fierce 
and  ungovernable.  The  first  step,  in  my  judg- 
ment, ought  to  be^  a  careful  and  considerate 
review  of  the  salaries  and  perquisites  of  all  the 
offices,  and  they  ought  all  to  be  reduced  to  a 
standard  of  fair,  reasonable  compensation  for 
the  services  required,  and  no  more.  This  com- 
pensation ought  to  be  graduated  upon  the 
principle  of  paying  for  official  service  just  such 
prices  as  are  paid  for  similar  service  in  pri- 
vate business.  There  should  be  no  ground  for 
the  expectation  of  sndden  wealth  to  come  of 
official  employment  Probably  no  one  will 
contest  the  soundness  of  this  rule,  and  yet  it  is 
not  applied  to  any  considerable  extent  beyond 
mere  clerkships. 

This  principle  would  involve  not  only  the 
reduction  of  veiy  many  salaries,  but  the  entire 
abolition  of  the  whole  law  giving  moieties 
and  large  perquisites  to  office  holders.  This 
principle  of  giving  moieties  or  shares  of  the 
penalties  incurred  for  violations  of  penal  stat- 
utes is  most  vicious  in   every  way.    These 
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penalties  have  grown  with  the  growth  of  the 
country  and  the  expansion  of  its  business 
from  a  comparatively  insignilicant  matter  into 
one  of  the  most  enormous  abuses.  When  the 
whole  revenues  of  the  Government  did  not 
amount  to  6ft een  millions  altogether  these 
moieties  did  not  seem  ho  very  important,  and 
were,  in  fact,  but  an  insignificant  portion  of 
the  gains  of  a  Government  revenue  officer. 
Now,  however,  the  situation  is  reversed. 
We  are  collecting  between  three  and  fo'ur 
hundred  millions  a  year,  and  the  moieties  in 
many  cases  reach  so  vast  a  sum  that  the  sal- 
ary has  ceased  to  be  regarded  as  of  much 
account.  Need  we  wonder,  therefore,  that 
these  officers  turn  detectives  and  black- mailers 
instead  of  honest  public  servants?  They  hold 
their  modest  salaries  in  utter  contempt. 

Is  there  any  valid  reason  why  three  officers 
of  the  New  York  custom  house  should  realize, 
each  of  them,  an  annual  profit  of  $50,000  for 
his  servitzes?  Can  this  House  excuse  itself  for 
having  permitted  this  enormous  abuse  to  grow 
and  continue  without  any  effort  to  correct  it, 
until  the  corruptions  of  that  concern  have  risen 
to  such  a  height  as  to  attract  the  attention  of 
foreign  countries  even,  and  almost  to  defy 
legislative  authority?  It  will  be  in  vain  to 
send  investigating  committees  to  raise  a  clamor 
and  turn  a  gorged  political  cormorant  out,  only 
to  put  a  hungry  one  in. 

The  New  York  custom-house  exhibits  on  a 
large  scale  precisely  what  is  doing  all  over  the 
country.  It  is  not  a  very  large  custom-house 
now  that  realizes  $25,000  a  year  to  the  col- 
lector, and  there  is  a  whole  brood  of  lesser 
detectives,  black-mailers,  and  compromisers 
about  him  who  also  make  very  handsome  gains ; 
and  the  loss  of  the  money  is  not  the  worst  of 
it.  It  is  the  demoralization  of  the  whole  ser- 
vice, turning  the  officers  away  from  their  proper 
duties  and  sending  them  on  a  hunt  after  dis- 
honest gains. 

The  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury have  recommended  the  abolition  of  this 
monstrosity,  but  it  is  not  done.  Like  every  old 
abuse,  it  intrenches  itself  with  the  interest'  it 
creates  and  promotes.  It  wins  the  politicians 
by  liberal  subscriptions  to  help  on  their 
schemes;  it  can  anbrd  it.  It  sends  out  its 
agents  to  control  the  caucuses,  and  marshals 
its  adherents  in  the  conventions  with  an  en- 
ergy and  power  that  excites  the  admiration 
of  the  uninitiated  ;  it  can  affurd  that  too.  It 
cracks  its  whip  in  the  two  Houses  of  CongreiS 
and  cries  with  a  loud  voice  that  we  have  the 
best  civil  service  in  the  world.  **Too  much,'* 
it  proclaims,  **  has  been  said  about  civil  service 
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rerorm. 

One  of  its  devotees  lately  said,  in  another 
place,  that  he  was  **an  humble  convert  to  the 
doctrine  of  '  moieties.'  *'  The  humility  is  equal 
to  that  of  Uriah  Heep,  and  the  conversion  as 
hopeful  as  that  of  Pecksniff. 

The  public  offices  are  made  the  headquarters 
of  political  campaigns,  and  they  furnish  the 
money  by  which  those  campaigns  are  carried 
on.  The  taxes  which  come  of  the  toil  and 
sweat  of  the  people  go  to  pay  enormous  sala- 
ries and  perquisites  to  office-holders  in  order 
that  they  may  be  able  to  furnish  the  means 
to  keep  themselves  in  power.  Deprive  these 
office-holders  of  their  enormous  gains,  and  you 
at  once  cut  off  the  sources  of  their  power  and 
reduce  them  to  the  position  they  ought  to 
occupy,  that  of  public  servants  obedient  to  the 
laws. 

Of  course  these  remarks  do  not  apply  to 
all  the  offices,  for  many  of  them  are  not  over- 
paid ;  but  they  do  apply  to  most  of  the  larger 
offices,  the  salaries  and  perquisites  of  which 
have  been  greatly  increased  of  late  years  in 
consequence  of  the  change,  almost  amounting 
to  a  revolution,  in  our  revenue  system. 

I  place,  therefore,  foremost  in  any  system 
of  real  civil  service  reform  a  thorough  and 
complete  review  of  the  sprstem  of  official  sala- 
ries, moieties,  and  perquisites,  and  their  reduc- 
tion to  the  moderate  standard  of  only  fair  and 


just  compensation  for  services  required.  Any- 
thing short  of  this  will  fail  utterly  to  accom- 
plish much  good.  I  do  not  undertake  here  to 
go  into  particulars,  but  they  are  easily  sup- 
plied from  the  experience  of  every  intelligent 
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Next  to  this  in  importance  I  place  the  neces- 
sity of  making  public  officers  independent  of 
all  partisan  extortion  and  dictation  while  per- 
forming their  duties  faithfully  according  to  the 
laws  and  the  oath  they  have  taken.  To  this 
end  it  is  essential  that  a  fixed  term  of  office  be 
established  by  law,  so  that  the  incumbent  can- 
not be  removed  before  irs  expiration  except 
for  good  cause,  to  be  proven  upon  a  fair  trial 
before  some  convenient  tribunal. 

It  is  a  crying  shame  that  honest  and -high- 
minded  men  are  appointed  to  important  offices 
all  over  the  country,  and  then  before  their 
terms  are  halfexpi  red  contemptuously  removed 
while  in  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties, 
without  any  cause  whatever,  not  even  a  polit- 
ical complaint  being  made  against  them. 

The  real  reason  for  this  is  to  be  found  iuthe 
fact  that  some  political  magnate  demands  the 
degradation  of  a  faithful  public  servant  either 
because  he  is  too  honorable  and  honest  to  be 
a  tool  of  his  own,  or  because  his  place  is 
wanted  to  be  used  in  payment  for  political  ser- 
vices rendered.  Can  it  be  doubted  that  under 
a  system  of  this  sort  corruption  in  office  will 
at  last  bccoine  the  rule  and  not  the  exception  ; 
that  the  most  honest  aud  competent  men  will 
fly  from  office-holding  as  from  a  contagion  ? 
They  are  well-nigh  already  reduced  to  a  bri- 
gade of  political  scouts,  whose  tenure  depends 
upon  the  vigor  and  unscrupulousness  of  their 
partisan  services.  Their  promotion  depends 
upon  the  number  of  scalps  they  bring  in  and 
the  share  of  their  loot  put  into  the  party 
treasury. 

This  system  began  with  the  pnnciple  of 
semi-barbarous  warfare  that  *'to  the  victors 
belong  the  spoils  of  the  vanquished."  This 
required  only  that  enemies  of  the  victorious 
party  should  be  removed  to  be  replaced  by 
friends;  and  it  had  this  apparently  sound  but 
really  fallacious  argument  m  its  support,  that 
the  victorious  party  being  responsible  for  the 
administration  could  not  safely  trust  any  but 
friendd  with  office.  Now,  however,  we  have 
descended  so  low  in  political  morals  that  the 
principle  of  the  pirate  ship  prevails.  It  is  no 
longer  to  the  victorious  party  that  the  spoils 
belong,  but  to  the  portion  of  that  party  near- 
est the  seat  of  power.  Friends  are  slaughtered 
now  with  as  keen  a  relish  as  ever  blood  was 
drunk  from  enemies'  skulls. 

If  gentlemen  say  this  is  too  strong,  I  answer 
that  every  syllable  of  it  can  be  proved  from 
the  records  of  my  own  State  within  the  last 
two  years ;  and  not  in  my  State  alone.  Is  it 
not  notorious  that  certain  political  freebooters 
are  abroad  with  commissions  to  slay,  without 
regard  to  color  or  previous  condition,  until 
the  whole  of  the  dominant  party  is  reduced  to 
the  di.scipline  of  a  campV 

And,  sir,  I  am  blaming  no  one.  It  is  the 
legitimate  result  of  the  system.  It  leads  di- 
rectly there,  aud  nowhereelse.  Its  evils  might 
be  modified  somewhat  in  very  careful  and  con- 
scientious hands,  but  the  evil  would  still  none 
the  less  exist.  The  public  attention  is  now 
deeply  aroused  upon  the  subject,  and  weought 
to  deal  thoroughly  with  it.  The  tenure-of- 
office  act  has  gone  just  far  enough  for  mischief 
and  not  far  enough  for  any  good.  Now  let 
us  go  a  little  further  and  prohibit  removals 
except  for  cause,  aiid  give  an  officeholder  some 
rights  that  a  white  man  is  bound  to  respect. 
Let  us  redeem  him  from  the  humiliating  and 
contemptible  position  in  which  he  stands.  He 
is  the  creature  of  the  appointing  power  with- 
out any  liberty.  The  sword  hangs  ever  over 
his  head,  and  every  moment  he  looks  trem- 
blingly to  see  it  fall.  1  f  the  breath  of  suspicion 
falls  upon  him,  he  is  lost.  No  matter  what  his 
services,  no  matter  how  innocent  of  all  blame, 
without  a  trial,  without  even  a  warning,  the 


gazette  informs  him  that  his  hesA  is  oSl     E 
asks  for  a  reason,  and  learns  ih&t  he  l^  ?.. 
pected  of  not  being  strong  enongh  in  £kvo:' . 
somebody. 

How  all  this  degrades  the  civil  service  * 
turns  the  fountain  of  iionor  into  a  m*r'il 
Dead  sea  waters  is  too  evident  to  need  u  ^ 
tration. 

I  am  no  advocate  of  life  tenare  of  o^c- 
Tbat  is  anti- republican  and  wholly  nur-r*:— 
sary.  We  do  not  want  an  oBiceholding  eia.- . 
and  the  people  will  never  permit  it;  h^.^- 
do  want  officers  appointed  for  regnUr  'j-ri.-. 
with  the  right  to  hold  out  their  terms  .f  .^-r 
do  their  duty.  It  is  necessary,  in  orc^  • 
effect  the  reform  which  the  people  des.^.. 
that  all  officers  should  feel  that  their  «&:»  .- 
and  success  depend  mainly  upon  the  Wtizl.. 
and  intelligent  performauce  of  all  iheir  duM-*. 
and  this  will  be  promoted  very  greatly  bj  i&i& 
ing  them  subject  to  removal  only  fur  it.  i 
quency  in  that  respect. 

Neither  have  I  any  fanciful  ezpectatior. -:t 
we  shall  ever  eschew  partisanship  aitog?*!^-: 
in  making  appoinimenta  to  office.  C.;-^ 
human  nature  is  regenerated  entirely.  =.-^ 
politicians  become  models  of  Christiaci  ckx 
ity,  that  will  never  be  done.  Liet  the  s^.- 
tleman  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Skjcpp,]  aoi  :^. 
the  other  anxious  gentlemen,  pos&«^-*:^  it-.r 
souls  in  peace ;  the  party  in  power  will  p:.t  j 
its  friends,  one  way  or  another,  anti]  :&' 
heavens  are  rolled  together  aud  ^*  the  f'..- 
ments  melt  with  fervent  heat.''  But  i«  tbi: 
a  reason  why  we  should  not  compel  theci  u: 
be  just  a  little  decent  about  it?  Oo  oi:  ift 
them  do  it  by  auction,  as  thej  elect  St-- 
ators  in  Kansas,  and  may  be  somewher^i  r  f>L 

There  has  been  just  one  objection  of  ^."■? 
force  urged  against  the  policy  of  confi 
removals  from  office  to  cases  where  good  c%- 
can  be  established.  It  is  said  that  the  ^pp  l^  ■ 
ing  power  may  be  morally  certain  i&^  i.^ 
official  is  not  doing  his  duty  faith  tViiij.  &*■■: 
still  be  unable  to  prove  it.  No  donb:  >■,  : 
cases  may  occur,  but  they  must  be  excetf>ii'-:  j 
rare.  When  a  public  officer  ia  auspectf'^  ^■'■ 
maladministration,  a  summary  examioa^i  t  .t 
competent  persons  into  all  his  official  acts  ca 
hardly  ever  fail  to  disclose  hia  deiinqaeacv.  ' 
there  be  any.  For  this  purpose  there  w.&.. 
always  be  sufficient  power  in  the  hands  ui' 
Qovernment  inspectors. 

Under  anv  system  some  dishonest  oScW*: 
will  escape  detection,  bat  it  seems  clear  tbi. 
fair  and  just  dealing  with  them  will  alwaT?  be 
safest.  If  the  tenure  for  the  entire  ttm;  is 
made  to  depend  upon  the  good  conduct  i>f  ib** 
officer  himself,  there  is  the  strongest  mot;7r 
for  faithfulness,  while  the  uncertainty  of  ii»« 
tenure  which  is  made  to  depend  npou  mere 
political  favoritism  must  always  tempt  tbe 
officer  to  make  the  most  of  his  opportaDities 
while  his  day  lasts.  And  this  ezpeheoce  his 
verified. 

It  is  a  standing  rule  of  justice  every wb€!« 
that  no  man  shall  be  condemned  unheard.   l\ 
it  should  be  proposed  in  any  free  country  to 
take  from  a  citizen  the  smallest  piece  of  prop- 
erty without  giving  him  a  hearing,  it  wouk  b^ 
denounced  as  the  grossest  piece  of  injas;i«e 
and  despotism.      How  does  it  happen,  tbt!:. 
that  we  permit  a  respectable  citizen,  guiit%  «{' 
no  fault,  who  has  been  appointed  to  au  n^cr. 
the  term  of  which  is  four  years  by  law,  to  be 
removed  at  the  end  of  one  year  without  artv 
cause    assigned    or    any    hearine    whatever 
thereon?  This  citizen  perhaps  has  left ano:bt>r 
business  which  was  remunerative  toentenno 
Government  employ,  and  has  suffered  «*>r:tc 
expenses  aud  losses  for  that  purpose,  bes:d«: 
having  some  feelings  as  a  man,  and  some  c^m? 
for  a  reputation  theretofore  unstained.    Ar? 
such  removals  necessary  for  the  good  of  lae 
public  service?     On  the  contrary,  do  thej  oct 
demoralize  and  degrade  the  public  8(*rrkvr 
Who  is  there  to  deiend  such  a  policy  exempt 
those  whoKC  greed  is  fed  by  it? 

There  is  one  other  object  which  1  iXaxX  a 
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Dr.  Erasmus  D.  Safford,  praying  for  certain 
pay  and  allowances  alleged  to  be  improperly 
withheld  as  surgeon  ;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  PRATT  presented  the  petition  of  citi* 
zens  of  Berks  county,  Pennsylvania,  praying 
that  the  duties  on  earthenware  and  stoneware 
may  not  be  reduced,  and  that  specific  duties 
on  those  articles  may  be  levied ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  RICE  presented  the  petition  of  the 
board  of  directors  of  the  Fort  Smith,  Jenny 
Lind,  and  Salem  railroad,  asking  the  right  to 
construct  a  railroad  bridge  and  breakwater 
across  the  Arkansas  river,  at  Fort  Smith, 
Arkansas;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  city 
council  of  Fort  Smith,  Arkansas,  asking  that 
the  Fort  Smith,  Jenny  Lind,  and  Salem  Rail- 
road Company  be  authorized  to  construct  a 
bridge  and  breakwater  across  the  Arkansas 
river  at  Fort  Smith.  Arkansas ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  SAULSBURT  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Delaware,  praying,  for  an  appropri- 
ation to  restore  the  navigation  of  the  Hoernkill 
or  Lewes  creek;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

PAPBBS  WITHDRAWN. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BUCKINGHAM,  it  was 

Ordered,  Th«t  John  £.  Wheeler  have  leave  to 
withdraw  his  petition  and  papers  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate. 

RBPORTS  or  C0MMITTBB8. 

Mr.  OSBORN,  from  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  670)  for  the  relief  of  Benjamin  W.  Rey- 
nolds, reported  it  without  amendment,  and 
submitted  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WINDOM,  from  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  1070)  making  appropriations  for 
the  service  of  the  Post  Office  Department  for 
the  year  ending  June  80, 1878,  reported  it  with 
amendments. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Senator 
desire  to  give  any  notice  in  regard  to  that  bill? 

Mr.  WD^DOM.  Simply  that  we  shall  ask 
to  have  it  taken  up  as  soon  as  possible  after 
the  completion  of  some  of  the  other  appropri- 
ation bills. 

Mr.  PRATT,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Edward 
Hedley,  praying  compensation  for  a  mill 
burned  by  United  States  troops  near  Rich- 
mond in  1865,  asked  to  be  discoarged  from  its 
further  consideration,  and  moved  that  the  peti- 
tioner have  leave  to  withdraw  his  papers  from 
the  files  of  the  Senate  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STEWART,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Pacific  Railroad,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (S.  No.  984)  granting  the  right  of  way 
through  the  public  lands  to  the  Denver  and 
Rio  Grande  Railroad  Company,  reported  it 
without  amendment 

Mr.  POMEROY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
(S.  No.  869)  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Hutch- 
inson and  Thomas  H.  Hutchinson,  of  De  Witt, 
Arkansas  county,  Arkansas,  asked  to  be  dis- 
charged from  its  further  consideration,  and 
that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Private 
Land  Claims ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  846)  to  quiet 
the  titles  to  certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri, reported  it  without  amendment. 

MAJOR  SAUUBL  ROSS. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  The  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S. 
No.  867)  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  War  to 
correct  an  Army  officer's  record,  have  directed 
me  to  report  it  back  without  amendment:  and 
I  should  like  the  Senate  to  take  it  up  and  act 
upon  it  now.    It  is  a  mere  matter  of  form. 


By  unanimous  consent  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  The  preamble  recites  that  in 
December,  1870,  Major  Samuel  Ross,  United 
States  Army,  unassigned,  was  examined  by  a 
retiring  board  at  San  Francisco,  California, 
and  found  disabled  for  active  duty  on  account 
of  wounds  received  in  battle ;  that  no  official 
action  having  been  taken  to  retire  htm  from 
active  service  on  the  proceedings  of  the  retir- 
ing board,  and  he  being  a  supernumerary  offi- 
cer was  honorably  mustered  out  of  service  as 
such  on  or  about  January  2,  1871 ;  that  on  or 
about  March  2,  1872,  he  was  reappointed  an 
officer  of  the  United  States  Army,  as  second 
lieutenant,  with  a  view  of  being  retired  from 
active  service  on  account  of  nis  disability. 
The  bill,  therefore,  authorizes  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  place  the  name  of  Samuel  Ross  on 
the  list  of  officers  retired  from  active  service, 
according  to  the  proceedings  and  report  of  the 
retiring  board,  to  take  effect  for  rans  and  pay 
from  the  1st  of  January,  1871,  and  to  correct 
the  Army  records  and  Register  so  that  his  n^me 
will  appear  as  continuously  in  service;  but 
any  and  all  moneys  as  pay  or  emoluments  re- 
ceived by  him  on  account  of  being  declared 
mustered  out,  are  to  be  deducted  from  his  pay 
as  such  retired  officer,  accruing  from,  on,  and 
after  the  1st  of  January,  1871. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MEW  LAND  DISTRICT?. 

Mr.  POMEROT.  The  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands  have  had  under  consideration  a 
communication  from  the  Department  of  the 
Interior  in  relation  to  land  districts,  and  have 
instructed  me  to  report  a  bill. 

The  bill  (S.  No.  998)  relating  to  the  creation 
of  new  land  districts,  was  read  and  passed  to 
a  second  reading. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  think  it  very  import- 
ant that  that  bill  should  be  passed  at  once. 
It  simply  provides  that  where  new  land  dis- 
tricts have  been  created,  entries  can  go  on  in 
the  old  district  until  the  machinery  of  the  new 
district  is  put  in  order. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  there  can  be  no 
objection  to  the  bill. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  bill  was  read  a 
second  time,  and  considered  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole.  It  provides  that  whenever  any  land 
district  shall  be  created  by  act  of  Congress, 
where  the  land  embraced  therein,  or  any  part 
thereof,  at  the  time  of  such  enactment  shall  be 
taken  from  an  existing  land  district,  the  sales 
of  such  lands  may,  unless  otherwise  specially 
provided  for  by  law,  be  continued  as  the  district 
office  of  the  former  district  until  the  receipt  by 
the  officers  of  such  district  of  the  formal  order 
of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land 
Office  for  the  suspension  of  said  sales  prelim- 
inary to  the  transfer  of  the  books  and  archives 
pertaining  to  the  newdsitrict;  and  all  sales 
or  disposals  of  public  lands  heretore  regularly 
made  at  any  land  office  where  those  lands 
have  been  made  part  of  another  district  by 
any  act  of  Congress  are  confirmed  if  the  same 
are  free  from  conflict  with  prior  valid  rights. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  object  simply  is  to 
keep  the  old  office  going  until  the  new  office  is 
established. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  without 
amendment,  ordered  to  be  engprossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

JOSEPH  BEOAR. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  Mr.  President,  I  appeal 
to  the  Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Segar,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  COLE,  I  hope  not;  that  will  create  a 
good  deal  of  discussion. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  think  not.  It  was  laid 
over  the  other  day  in  consequence  of  my 
unavoidable  absence. 

Mr.  COI^E.  I  hope  Senators  will  let  me 
get  through  with  the  deficiency  appropriation 


bill  this  morning.  It  is  a  matter  that  it  b  evr 
tainly  of  a  great  deal  of  inapoilaDee  to  ^fui 
up.  The  courts  in  the  coantry  are  stopped  c 
consequence  of  having  no  means  of  earnri; 
them  on.  Senators  are  as  well  satisfied  of  ui>- 
foct,  I  suppose,  as  I  am.  I  hope  tbey  wij.  '£- 
me  get  through  with  the  bill  this  monuBg. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Setn^er 
objects  to  proceeding  with  the  eoasadcratij;. 
of  the  bill  named  by  the  Senator  from  W»fi 
Virginia,  it  cannot  be  taken  np. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  must  objeei  to  that  cUia. 
I  am  opposed  to  it  any  way. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.    I  soppoee  it  viU  kaTv  vj 

fo  over  then.  It  seems  bills  are  pnssed  ev^ 
ay.  This  gentleman  suffered  oetrim^at  .a 
consequence  of  my  absence,  aod  I  feelitad:::v 
to  press  his  claim  until  be  can  g^  a  h 

Mr.  COLE.   I  do  not  wish  to  militate  i 
the  Senator  from  West  Virjnnia  by  any 
but  the  Committee  on  Claims  had  a  day  &sd 
transacted  their  business  not  long  since. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Seaaicr 
from  West  Virginia  was  absent  on  that  dsv. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  The  Globe  shows  tU 
there  was  a  discussion  on  this  bill  on  that  dsj. 
and  it  was  laid  over  in  consequence  of  bt 
absence.  I  can  remove  all  the  diffica*.tt«i 
which  were  suggested  at  thsit  tioie,  I  M 
assured. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  endeavor  to  frdlittts 
the  Senator  having  a  hearing  at  soaie  otk^i 
time;  but  I  must  insist  oa  getting  thro&|i 
with  the  deficiency  appropriation  bill  to-dkf 
if  possible. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  TheSenator&cs 

West  Virginia  yields. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  yield  to  oompalaos. 
[Laughter.] 

BILLS  INTRODUCBD. 

.    Mr;  CHANDLER  asked*  and  bjonanimf^s 

consent  obtained,  leave  to  iatrodnee  a  biii « S. 
No.  999)  to  authorize  inquiries  into  the  eaam 
of  steam-boiler  explosions  ;  which  was  nai 
twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  ComaitiM 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  COOPER  asked,  and  by  nnaaiiBOss&A' 
sent  obtained,  leave  to  introdooe  a  bill  (S.  N& 
1000)  for  the  relief  of  Robertaon  Topp  s=d 
William  L.  Vance;  which  was  read  twice  bf 
its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Militvy 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CORBETT  asked,  and  bj  nnaniiMsi 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  tnll  (S. 
No.  1001)  to  relieve  Earl  C.  Broaoagh  froa 
the  legal  and  political  disabilitiea  imposed  tj 
the  fourteenth  amendment  of  the  Const itatioG 
of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  select  ComsBittec 
on  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabilities,  ssd 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  OSBORN  asked,  and  bv  onsniiBOca 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introdace  a  bill  \S* 
No.  1002)  granting  the  right  of  way  throi^ 
the  public  lands  to  the  Pensaeola  and  Louis- 
ville Railroad  Company  of  Alabama }  whici 
was  read  twice  bv  its  title,  referred  to  ih» 
Committee  on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIQHT.  Some  days  since  there  va» 
an  adverse  report  made  from  the  Committee 
on  Pensions  upon  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  855) 
granting  a  pension  U>  John  S.  Corlett.  Tb^ 
report  was  made  during  my  absence,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  finally  eonsntfd 
that  it  should  be  reconsidered.  I  should  be 
very  glad  to  have  that  case  taken  np  and  dij> 
posed  of  this  morning.  There  is  no  objectioa 
on  the  part  of  the  committee.  I  merely  wiat 
to  present  the  case  to  the  Senate  in  perkaps 
three  or  five  minutes. 

TheVICBPRESIDBNT.  The  Senator  from 
California  obtained  unanimous  consent  after 
the  morning  business  to  call  up  the  deficieocr 
appropriation  bill.  The  Senator  from  Ion 
now  desires  to  call  up  a  case  reported  advendy 
from  the  Committee  on  Pensions  and  to  ipesk 
about  three  minutes  upon  it. 
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Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  lik«  to  hear  that 
explained. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Iii  explanation  I  will  send 
to  the  Secretary  certain  communications  from 
the  TreasQry  Department. 

The  chief  clerk  read  the  following  letter  from 
the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury : 

Departmbkt  op  Justics. 
Opfick  of  TBI  Solicitor  op  thb  Trkasurt, 
Warhimoton.  D,  C,  April  16, 1872. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  the 
transcript  of  record  and  other  papers  in  the  case  of 
T.  C.  Callicot,  special  agent  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, plaintiff  in  error,  o«.  Alexander  McLeod. 
From  these  papers  it  appears  that  McLeod  com- 
menced a  suit  against  Callicot  in  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  for  the  district  of  Charleston,  in  the  State 
of  South  Carolina,  on'  the  third  Monday  in  June, 
1866.  which  suit  the  United  States  district  attorney 
caused  to  bo  removed  to  the  United  States  circuit 
court  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina.  In  the  last- 
named  court,  upon  the  7th  of  November,  1866,  the 
said  McLeod  filed  his  declaration  against  the  said 
Callicot,  setting  forth  substantially  that  the  said 
Callicot  unlawfully  converted  to  his  own  use  two 
certain  lots  of  cotton,  one  consisting  of  thirty  bales 
and  the  other  of  nine  bales,  the  property  of  said 
McLeod. 

To  this  declaration  the  said  Callicot  plead  m  bar 
that  the  said  cotton  was  taken  by  him  on  the  21st  of 
October,  1865.  at  the  city  of  Charleston,  in  said  dis- 
trict, as  an  officer  and  agent  of  the  United  States, 
namely,  supervising  special  agent  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  in  the  administration  of  the  act  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  aban- 
doned property  and  for  the  prevention  of  firauds  in 
insurrectionary  districts  within  the  United  States/' 
approved  Marf*h  12, 1863.  and  in  virtue  and  under 
color  thereof.  Issue  was  thereupon  joined,  and  upon 
trial  being  had  at  the  April  term  18iS9,  a  verdict  was 
rendered  against  said  Csllieot  for  $11,700  68. 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  the 
United  States  district  attorney  was  directed  by  me 
to  sue  out  a  writ  of  error  to  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court. 

The  case  was  accordingly  taken  to  the  said  Supreme 
Court  by  writ  of  error,  and  at  the  last  term  thereof 
was  dismissed  on  motion  of  the  Attorney  General 
fdr  the  reason  that  there  were  no  grounds  for  revers- 
ing the  judgment  of  the  circuit  court. 

On  the  dismissal  of  the  writ  of  error  the  judgment 
of  the  circuit  court  was  affirmed.  By  the  eighth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  July  28. 1866,  the  twemh  section 
of  the  act  of  March  3, 1863,  was  extended  to  all  suits 
brought  against  any  officer  for  proceedings  under  the 
act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  abandoned  prop- 
erty, and  where  a  recovery  was  had.  it  was  provided 
that  the  judgment  should  be  paid  out  of  moneys 
obtained  from  the  proceeds  of  sales  and  leases  and 
fees  under  the  acts  approved  March  12,  1864,  and 
July  2. 1864. 

By  joint  resolution  of  March  30,1868,  all  moneys 
arising  from  sales  of  captured  and  abandoned  prop- 
erty under  the  several  acts  of  Congress  providing 
for  the  collection  and  sale  of  such  property,  were 
required  to  be  covered  into  the  IVeasury.  In  con- 
sequence thereof  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is 
unable  to  pay  the  judgment  in  the  said  cose  against 
Callicot. 

I  make  this  statement  at  the  request  of  Hon.  F.  A. 
Sawykr,  United  States  Senator,  whose  letter  to  me 
I  herewith  transmit. 

I  am,  very  respectfully. 

E.  C.  BANFIBLD. 

Solieilor  €fthe  Tre<uury, 

Hon.  Gbo.  S.  Boutwbll,  Secretary  of  the  Treaeury, 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Now,  I  send  up  a  letter 
from  the  Department  of  Jastice  to  the  Soli- 
citor of  the  TresLSurji  and  will  state  in  addition 
that  the  letter  which  has  jast  been  read  is 
inclosed  in  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ,  stating  t^hat  it  presents  all  the  facts 
in  the  case  in  the  possession  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

The  letter  was  read  as  follows: 

DSPARTMBNT  OF  JUSTICB, 

Washington,  April  16, 1872. 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date 
to  the  Attorney  General.  I  beg  to  say  that  the  case 
of  McLeod  against  Callicot  was  brought  to  the  Sn- 

greme  Court  of  the  United  States  by  the  defendant, 
y  writ  of  error,  and  that  the  writ  of  error  was  dis- 
missed at  the  last  term  of  the  court  on  motion  of  the 
Attorney  General,  after  an  examination  of  the  case 
by  the  counsel  for  the  Government,  for  the  reason 
that  there  were  no  grounds  for  reversing  the  judg- 
ment of  the  circuit  court  of  South  Carohna  against 
Callicot. 

On  the  dismissal  of  the  writ  of  error,  the  judgment 
of  the  circuit  court  was  affirmed. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  very  obedientservant, 

B.  H.BEISTOW, 
Solicitor  General, 

Hon.  E.  C.  BAXriXLD.  Solicitor  of  the  Treaeury. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  know 
if  it  is  in  order  to 'offer  a  private  claim  upon 
this  appropriation  bill  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     No  point  has  yet 


been  made  upon  it.  The  Chair  will  rule  upon 
it  whenever  it  is  made. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  make  the  point ;  I 
inquire  if  it  is  in  order? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  makes  the  point  that  it  is  a  pri- 
vate claim. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  should  like  to  say  a  word 
about  the  fact  whether  it  is  or  not. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  would 
like  to  be  informed  on  that  point  before  be 
rules  upon  it,  for  he  does  not  yet  know  whether 
it  is  or  not. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  think  the  letter  of  the 
Solicitor  states  distinctly  that  the  law  provides 
in  a  case  just  like  this  that  the  money  shall  be 
paid  out  of  certain  proceeds  in  the  Treasury, 
and  that  this  is  simply  carrying  out  the  law. 
It  is  not  a  private  claim  in  the  sense  in  which 
we  use  that  term  under  our  rules. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
law  that  provides  for  paying  such  a  claim  as 
this. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  It  is  the  eighth  section  of 
the  act  of  July  28,  1866. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  the  Chair  to  have 
the  Clerk  read  it  so  that  we  may  see  just  what 
it  is. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  It  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fonrteenth  volume  of  the  Statutes-at-Large, 
page  829. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
rule  on  the  point  of  order  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ilfinoia^  It  appears  from  the  letter 
of  the  Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  that  this  does 
not  come  within  the  thirtieth  rnle.  The  Chair 
will  explain  to  the  Senate  why,  in  his  opinion, 
it  does  not.  One  of  the  clauses  authorizing 
amendments  proposing  additional  appropri- 
ations to  be  received  to  any  general  appropri- 
ation bill  is  '*to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
some  existiuff  law;''  and  the  close  of  the  par- 
agraph provides  that —  « 

*'  No  amendment  shall  be  received  whose  ofajeot  is 
to  provide  for  a  private  claim,  unless  it  he  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  an  existing  law,  or  a  treaty 
stipulation." 

It  is  therefore  evident,  by  the  repetition  of 
this  expression  twice  in  this  paragraph,  that 
whether  the  amendment  is  or  is  not  to  provide 
for  a  private  claim,  it  must  be  to  carry  out  the 
provisions  of  some  existing  law,  or  it  cannot 
be  offered.  It  appears  from  the  letter  of  the 
Solicitor  of  the  Treasury  that  *'  by  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  of  July  28,  1866,  the  twelfth 
section  of  the  act  of  March  8,  1868,  was  ex- 
tended to  atl  suits  brought  against  any  officer 
under  the  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of 
abandoned  property,  and  where  a  recovery 
was  had  it  was  provided  that  the  judgment 
should  be  paid  out  of  moneys  obtained  from 
the  proceeds  of  sales  and  leases  and  fees  under 
the  acts  approved  March  12,  1864,  and  July 
2,  1864."  If  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
stopped  there,  then  unquestionably,  the  Chair 
thinks,  this  would  be  admissible  under  the 
thirtieth  rule.  But  the  law  of  March  3,  1868, 
provided  that  all  moneys  arising  from  sales  of 
captured  and  abandoned  property,  under  the 
several  acts  of  Congress  to  provide  for  the 
collection  and  sale  of  such  property,  should 
be  covered  into  the  Treasury ;  so  that  by  the 
existing  law  this  money,  instead  of  remaining 
in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  be  used  for  this  purpose,  has  been  covered 
into  the  Treasury.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury is  unable  to  pay  the  judgment  against 
Callicot.  Therefore  the  amendment  does  not 
carry  out  the  provisions  of  an  existing  law, 
but  is  to  supplement  a  deficiency  which  can- 
not be-  carried  out  under  existing  laws,  and 
hence  does  not  come  within  the  thirtieth  rule, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Chair.  It  may  be  a  good 
case  for  a  bil^  on  that  subject,  but  the  Chair 
does  not  think  it  comes  within  the  thirtieth 
rule. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  the  Chair  thinks  it 
is  not  in  order? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  Chair  thinks 


the  law  of  1868  takes  this  fond  from  tli«gv^ 
moneys  which  could  be  appropriated  fc: . 
purpose. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Chur  geiuiss  l 
point  of  order  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Cau  -^ 
tains  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  UnquestioDsbljtkU 
is  right. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Itv  of  > 
compels  him  to  decide  so.  Bot  for  lu:  k 
the  Chair  would  not  so  decide. 

Mr.  SAWYER.     It  is  with  the  otQK)K  r^ . 
tance  that  I  feel  compelled  to  appeal  f^>^  c- 
decision  of  the  Chair  on  this  occasioii. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  TheSeB«:or^-i 
South  Carolina  appeals  from  the  decisis: 
the  Chair  ;  and  tae  ^aeetion  now  tg,  Sbi.  .- 
decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  iiieuE. 
of  the  Senate? 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Section  eight  of  tk  & 
approved  July  28,  1866,  prorides  io  ikt  S 
place  that  the  provisions  of  the  seeood.  'd-: 
and  fourth  sections  of  the  act  ipfrr- 
March  2,  1833,  and  the  twelfth  secdoAUv:- 
act  approved  March  8,  1868  sboald  be  n 
tendea  over  cases  arising  ander  vhittRbjr 
as  the  captured  and  abandoned  propen^  kd« 
The  act  says  fiirther  with  reference  w  u<;  tri 
of  agents  appointed  ander  the  captond  i:t 
abandoned  property  acts — 

*'That  sach  acts  done  or  proeeediacs  bid  osk 
the  two  acts  last  aforesaid,  or  under  color  is«r«.i 
shall  have  been  done  and  had  ander  tbe  ua  r 
or  by  the  direction  of  the  execative  Gorens:^:  i 
the  United  States  :  And  provided  fvtitr,  TfciifJr 
a  recovery  shall  have  he«n.  or  shall  hereafter  b«.Ui 
in  any  such  suit  or  prosecution  brog^bt,  or  wi  *. 
may  hereafter  he  brought,  as  aforeeaid.  ti)epi;£'£ 
of  the  amouot  recovered,  ae  provided  for  it  V-t". . 
twelfth  section  of  the  act  approved  Mwea . ."« 
aforesaid,  shall  be  made  out  of  the  moD«j«r<^i 
and  obtained  from  tbe  proceeds  of  ^mX&  ua  i?? 
and  fees  oolleot^  and  paid  over  to  the  Gore-r!:': 
under  the  two  acts  approved  March  11  Lvl  .:: 
July  2. 1864.  aforesaid,  in  relation  to  captuM  a. 
abandoned  property. 

Kow,  it  is  unquestionable  that  if  iherc  b^ 
been  money  in  the  Treasury  appropriaitiJ  '^s 
the  general  purpose  of  paying  these  jodgQc*^^ 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  hste  pi^ 
this  one.     The  onlj  reason  he  does  not  f^aj  ■■ 
is  because  th^re  is  no  ap^roprialioD  for  iti: 
purpose.  The  law  requires  ii  to  be  paid.  Ites 
IS  but  one  thing  more  necessary  to  be  Om'*- 
and  that  is  that  Congress  should  nuke  ^ 
appropriation  according  to  law.    Tbe  jit-l 
ment  is  against  one  of  those  officers  who  b;  t:r 
terms  of  the  act  had  thrown  around  ihtmiit 
same  protection  which  had  been  throvnwocsc 
revenue  officers  by  former  acts;  and  iheacu 
were  done  under  color  of  the  law;  tbepr«>^ 
erty  was  taken  by  the  officer  in  obedienc?u^ 
the  direction  of  the  executive  departmeot  a 
tbe  Government.     The  conditions  were  «e 
plied  with.     The  Secretary  of  the  Tre^^^y 
ordered  tbe  cotton  to  be  sent  to  Ne*  ^^ 
and  consigned  to  the  cotton  agent  of  the  bo? 
ernment  at  that  point.    The  OoTerameDi  "^ 
ceived  the  proceeds  of  the  cotton.   Tiewf 
ernment  defended  the  suit  from  be^nnaf  -^ 
end,  although  brought  against  oneof  laa^tf-*^ 

I  am  not  learned  in  the  law  eitier  p*rij^ 
menUry  or  statute,  but  I  conscientioaslf  c^ 
lieve.  and  did  when  I  presented  this ameDdtae:^ 
that  It  wa«  not  a  private  claim,  and  n  jW 
because,  having  tnat  conviction,  ^^Yx  e 
false  to  my  duty  in*  the  premises  if  1  did  ocv 
take  this  appeal,  that  I  have  taken  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     I  do  not  profe»^ "^ 
much  knowledge  of  the  rules  of  tbe  »€"»  • 
and  I  habitually  defer  to  the  decfwoo  oA&[^ 
Chair,  but  I  venture  to  make  a  su^wt 
rather  than  an  argument  on  this  qaestioD* 
does  not  matter  whether  this  «  •  f^Z. 
claim  or  not*     The  Senator  from  SouU  twjj 
Una  says  it  is  not  a  private  claim-  ."* .  ' 
properly  admit  that  it  is  a  private  ciai«»];;: 
though  it  is  a  private  claim,  if  thesniendD^' 
is  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  an  w/s 
law.  it  is  in  order ;  so  that  this  auesuon  is^ 
settled  against  the  amendment  tij^V^i 


-annotbe  denied  Lhat  Lbe  eighth  sectiou  of 
act  of  186G,  which  baa  been  referred  to, 
's  provide  in  express  terms  that  this  recov- 
shall  be  paid.  It  reads  i 
xd iirntidtd/urthtr.  That  when  ■  ttcateiy  shall 
e  bc«D  ur  ahnll  bereaftsi  be  bad  [n  an;  such  suit 
irorecntinn  brou(ht.  or  wbicb  mar  bersafter  be 
a«bl.  KB  afureaald.  lh«  pnyaiDDt  at  tbe  amoutit 
iver«d.  as  proTldeU  for  in  the  laid  twelflb  aeo- 

I  o[  tbc   act  approTsd  Marab  3,  1863.  aforeiaid, 

II  be  made  ont  of  the  uoneyn  arlxiog  and  ob- 
.sd  from  Ibe  uraeeedi  of  laleg  aod  Jeaaei  and 

paid  over  to  theUoTeTnmeDt  under  tbe  tao  acta 
roted  Mareb  12.  1863,  and  July  2, 1884.  nforo- 
:,iD  relatiOD  to  captured  and  abaodoned  prop- 

'be  only  effect  of  lhat  ia  lhat  a  particular 

d  is  set  apart  for  the  recovery  of  tbe  judg- 

nls  which  abail  b«  obtained. 

Ir.  EDMUNDS.     If  the  Senator  will  read 

ttle  farther  down  be  will  notice  a  proriso 

t  mby  be  of  use  to  him. 

fr.  TBTJRMAN.      That  is   the   proriso  I 

Ir.  EDMUNDS.  No  ;  it  is  that  before  the 
ney  ahalt  be  paid  it  mast  appear  that  the 

sued  for  was  done  under  (he  direction  of 

eiecutive  authority.  Now,  the  record  in 
<  caae  shows  exactly  the  revRrse,  and  that 
:be  eround  on  which  the  man  was  beaten, 
I  he  had  beeu  forbidden  to  do  this. 
Ir.  TBUBMAN.  To  what  does  tbe  8ea- 
r  refer? 

Ir.  EDMUNDS.    To  tbe  proviso  in  the 
lib  section, 
[r.  SAWYER.     Pardon  me  for  interropt 

tbe  Senator  and  saying  that  the  transcript 
the  record,  which  I  have  before  me,  shows 

ioclly  that  the  order  was  given  to  lake  that 
perty  from  Charleston  lo  New  York  with 

ew  to  deliver  it  to  the  Governmeat  cotton 
Dt,  SimeoB  Draper.  My  friend  will  see 
I  thai  was  after  an  offer  had  been  made  lo 
i  it  up,  if  tbe  party  from  whom  it  had  been 
;ul1y  and  improperly  seized  would  admit  thai 
re  bad  been  a  reasonable  groandorselzare; 

as  there  had  been  no  reasonable  gronod 
ieizure,  of  course  he  would  not  admit  it; 

the  Secretary  of  ihe  Treasury  ordered  the 
An  lo  be  taken  to  New  York,  the  Secre- 
'  of  the  Treasury  received   the   proceeds 

be  cotton  and  put  them  into  Iha  public 
asury ;  and  to  say  that  it  was  not  done  by 

order  of  the  executive  Government  after 
.  BeeoiB  to  me  to  be  a  strange  coutradic- 

ir.  TBUBMAN.     Mr.  President 

he  VICE  PRESIDENT.  As  Ihe  Senator 
a  Ohio  was  making;  a  suggestion  to  the 
.ir   in  regard   to   this   point  of  order,  the 

(r.  THURUAN.  I  tiave  not  concluded 
it  1  bad  lo  say. 

he  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  de- 
d  to  have  him  address  his  remarks  to  the 

iculBT  point  in  the  mind  of  the  Chair. 
Ir.  THUKMAN.     I  was  interrupted  in  the 
at  of  what  I  was  going  to  say  by  the  Sea- 
■  from  Vermont. 

r.  EDMUNDS.    I  apologize. 
:r.  THURMAN.  I  know  nothing  about  the 
B  of  the  case.     I  do  not  know  whether  the 

III  ought  lo  be  allowed  or  not.  I  am  simpl; 
iking  of  tbe  point  of  order.  I  said  that 
effect  of  llie  proviso  wjiich  I  read  seemed 
le  lo  be  simply,  if  I  understand  the  sub- 
,  to   restrict  the  payment  of  these  claims 

particular  fund  ;  that  is,  for  the  time  being 
'  are  to  be  paid  out  of  this  particular  funoT 

laws  which  are  referred  to,  and  which  are 
-tidnd  over  the  cases  of  seizure  of  captured 

abandoned   property,  provide  generally 

tlio  judgmeai  shall  be  paid  ;  but  in  this 
,  as  the  property  itself  that  was  seized  by 

wrongful  Bet  produced  tbe  fund,  the  taw 
.-ides  that  tbe  jadgment  shall  be  paid  out 
hat  fund.     I  may  not  have  entirely  appre- 


waa  placed  ou  the  ground  that  this  money  has 
been  covered  into  the  Treasury.  I  submit  that 
the  fact  of  the  money  having  been  covered 
into  the  Treasory,  it  having  been  a  fund  that 
was  applicable  to  this  particular  case,  ought 
to  mate  no  difference.  We  made  a  rule  t£at 
the  money  should  be  covered  into  the  Treas- 
ury. That  was  simply  a  rule  for  the  proper 
administration  of  the  Department  of  the 
TreaiuT?.  I  do  not  think  that  that  alters  the 
law  or  the  spirit  of  the  law  or  the  spirit  of  oar 
rules.  If  1  understand  the  Chair  correctly,  in 
case  the  money  bad  not  been  covered  into  the 
Treasury,  ihen  he  would  have  considered  thiH 
amendment  as  in  order.  If  I  am  right  in 
that,  it  does  seem  to  me  lhat  the  fact  lhat  it  has 
been  covered  into  the  Treasury  does  not  alter 
the  case.     Then  it   stands   just   precisely  as 


acts  named  in  this  section,  which  the  law  does 
not  provide  shell  be  paid  out  of  any  particular 
fund,  but  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury 
Hot  otherwise  appropriated. 

The  ffTavamra  of  the  thing  is  that  Con- 
gress intended  that  the  judgment  should  be 
paid;  I  am  assuming  now  that  this  is  one  of 
the  judgments  within  iLe  act — whether  it  is 
or  not  1  do  not  know.  Congress  intended  it 
should  be  paid,  and  provided  that  it  should  be 

Said,  too,  because  they  designated  a  particular 
ind  i  but  afterward,  for  the.  purpose  of  the 
proper  administration  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
meut,  we  directed  that  money  to  be  covered 
into  the  Treasury.  We  do  not  thereby  destroy 
it  as  a  fuud  ;  we  do  not  take  away  anything  of 
the  substance  of  this  act;  and  it  seems  tu  me 
that  if,  in  case  the  money  had  not  been  covered 
into  the  Treasury,  this  under  the  circumstances 
would  have  been  an  amendment  within  the 
thirtieth  rule,  it  must  be  in  order  as  the  thing 
now  stands:  but  I  may  be  entirely  mistaken. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    The  Chi^-  -^'■ 


t  that  I 


which  he  made  this  decision.  The  Senator 
from  Ohio  has  construed  laws  a  great  deal 
more  than  the  Chair,  who  is  not  a  lawyer ; 
and  he  will  notice  wherein,  if  at  all,  tbe  Chair 
makes  a  fault  in  correctly  construing  this  law. 
It  is  conceded  that,  whether  a  private  claim 
or  not,  this  amendment  must  be  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  some  existing  law  or  it  is 
not  in  order  under  the  ihirtieih  rule.  In  1806 
a  law  existed  declaring  as  an  indemnity  law 
that  any  officer  who  was  mulcted  in  damages 
by  a  court  for  certain  acts  performed  should  be 
paid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (not  by 
Congress)  out  of  a  certain  fund  received  from 
abandoned  property.  This  required  no  action 
of  Congress.  In  1808,  however,  Congress 
provided  that  this  money  should  be  covered 
into  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States  or  go 
into  ^e  general  money  belonging  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States.  In  1»6S  the  exist- 
iDg  Uw  would  have  authorized  the  Secretary 
to  fay  this  judgment  if  it  came  riglilfally 
within  the  provisions  of  that  law  ont  of  the 
proceeds  of  abandoned  property.  The  law 
bavbg  been  changed  in  1868  by  the  law-mak- 
ing power,  the  law  of  18(>6  Is  not  an  existing 
law  now,  and  therefore  it  is  nnt  to  carry  out 
the  provisioiw  of  an  existing  law  that  this 
amendment  is  moved. now  by  the  Senatorfrom 
South  Carolina.  In  ISeS  it  would  have  been 
parliamentary ;  in  1668  the  Chair  thinks  it 
would  not  have  been  parliamentary.  In  186G, 
indeed,  it  would  nnt  have  been  required;  the 
Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  could  have  paid  it. 
Since  1BG8  he  cannot  pay  it,  wid  therefore 
like  n  thousand  other  claims  it  is  a  proper 
subject  lor  the  consideration  of  Congress, 
standing  on  its  own  merits.  But  the  appeal 
is  before  the  Senate,  and  the  question  iB,8hBll 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Senate? 
Mr.  EDMUNDS.    The  Chair  ia  so  plainly 


The  motion  was  agreed  to.   , 
Mr.  SAWYER.   Ihave  anotlierat 

I  gave  notice  of  an  amendment  yCBt  ; 

has  not  beeu  printed,  I  understand. 

appropriation  to  come  after  line  si: 

To  pay  William  R.  Hoyt,  oontraotor 
upon  tbe  United  States  eoort-boua*  at  : 
Sanlh  Carolina.  tllQCe. 

Mr.  COl.E.    Itisaprlvateclaim, 

Mr.  SAWYER.     It  is  not  a  priva  . 

thick.     The  Secretary  of  the  Intent  i 

letter  suggesting  the  necessity  of  1 . 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     If  th  ■ 

objection,  as  the  Senator  has  been 
of  bis  right  by  Ihe  printed  amend  i 
coming  in,  the  Chair  will  have  the  I ' 
if  it  can  be  concluded  in  a  minute  o: 
The  Chief  Clerk  read  tbe  followin  i 

DsrAETl.SI.T  OF  THS  InTKBIOH. 


Id  reply  I  bave  to  say  that  a  rrovisioi 
approred  Uarob  3,  ]B«>,  mnkini  anpropi 
■undryciril  eipaoaea  of  (be  OoTerDmi 
yesr  endips  June  30.  ISTO.  (Statutes  15. 
appropriBlcfl  H6,(IOOfor  Ibe  pnrabaie  anil 
of  tbe  Clab  Home,  in  CbaiUton,  Soull, 

Tboaom  of  t36,3}4  TB  was  paid  out  of  . 

r  hy*tbc"o 
Statea  St ! 

oiTthVsiih'orApril  ,"i8fr.'(Pam^"  t'l"  i 
aod  on  tbe  Slit  July  1ST1,  a  cantraal  n. 
into  betwoen  L.  E.  Johnioa.  Daited  Stat! 
on  tbe  part  of  the  Doiled  States,  and  V 
far  tbaeonetruetion  uf  oerCain  addiliona  ii 
«■■•-■"  '       ■    ,iuinotl9,«( 

II  10  baa  beend' 


Jniled  Slatei  i 

.pJetioD  of  tb: 


ir  obedient  ao 
B.  B,  COfI 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.      The 

hour  is  just  about  expiring.  The  (. 
say  that  if  this  amendment  is  offerei: 
snance  of  the  recommendation  of  tl 
lary,  --that  ihe  amount  of  $102  08  I 
priated  for  tbe  completion  of  the  Unii 
custom-house  at  Charleston,"  it  cofti 

head  of  a  Department.  If  it  is  to  pa 
vidua!  for  some  work  not  authorize 
it  is  a  private  claim,  the  Chair  thinkc 

Mr.SAWYER.  lofferitintbefor 
mended  by  the  Department. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Ther 
order  under  tbe  claoae  relative  to 
from  heads  of  Departments. 

Mr.SAWYER.     I  offer  it  in  that 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The 
hour  hai  expired.  Tbe  bill  unGnisb 
adjournment  last  evening  was  tbe  bil 
365)  to  secnre  equal  rights  in  t> 
schools  of  Washmglon  and  Uec 
which  ia  now  before  the  Senate; 
Chair  must  siele  that  to-day  alter  on 

consideration  of  the  bill  reported  by 
mitteeon  lliePacilicRBilroud;  and  i 
Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  Batar: 
the  floor  on  thp  unfinished  business, 
will  give  the  Soor  to  tbe  chairman  of 
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mittee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  to  test  the  sense 
of  the  Senate  whether  they  will  proceed  with 
the  unfinished  business  or  the  business  of  the 
Committee  on  tne  Pacific  Railroad. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  leave  to  make  a  sugges- 
tion. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  yield  for  a  sug- 
gCKtion. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suggest  that  we  are  about 
through  with  this  deficiency  bill  and  the  press- 
ure for  its  passage  is  very  great  indeed.  By 
unanimoup  consent,  let  the  pending  unfinished 
business  and  the  special  oraer  be  passed  over 
informally  and  the  motion  of  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  be 
made  after  we  get  through  with  this  bill,  which 
I  think  will  not  take  a  long  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  requires 
unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  state  that  I  know  of  but 
two  or  three  little  amendments,  that  I  think  will 
create  no  discussion,  and  I  am  sure  we  can  get 
through  in  a  short  time. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  am  willing  to  give  way 
fer  twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  ask  my  friend  from  Cal- 
ifornia how  much  time  this  bill  will  take? 

Mr.  COLE.     Fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  willing,  so  far  as  I  am 
concerne.d)  to  give  way  for  twenty  minutes  or 
half  an  hour,  but  after  that  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty  to  call  for  the  unfinished  bnsiness. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  will  have 
priority,  but  it  can  be  set  aside  as  heretofore 
by  laying  it  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  am  not  aware  that  on 
this  side  there  is  any  desire  to  debate  the 
unfinished  business.  I  am  ready  to  vote  with- 
out saying  a  word. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  is  no 
objection,  then,  the  unfinished  buBineas  will  be 
informally  passed  over  until  called  up  by  some 
Senator.  Two  Senators  are  in  antagonism 
to-day  in  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  day, 
one  bill  coming  over  as  unfinished  business, 
and  the  assignment  for  the  Pacific  Railroad 
Committee  having  been  made  fortoday.  The 
Chair  will  receive  further  amendments  to  the 
deficiency  appropriation  bill  until  some  Sena- 
tor demands  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  offer  the 
following  additional  section  to  come  in  on  page 
33,  after  line  seven  hundred  and  eighty-eight: 

That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Claims  shall 
not  extend  to  or  include  huy  claim  for  any  aban- 
doned or  captured  property  received  or  collected 
either  by  the  civil  or  military  authoritiei  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  act  approved  March  12, 
1863,  entitled  **  An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  abandoaed  property*  and  for  the  prevention  of 
frauds  in  insurrectionary  districts  within  the  United 
States,"  or  under  any  act  amendatory  thereof  or  in 
relation  thereto ;  but  the  said  court  shall  have  jnris- 
dietion  only  in  cases  duly  commenced  in  said  court 
within  two  ;rears  tifcer  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion where  it  shall  be  established  as  a  fact  by  proof 
satisfactory  to  said  court  that  the  owners  of  such 
property  have  never  in  fact  given  any  aid  or  eomfort 
to  said  rebellion :  and  no  Jadgment  of  said  court  in 
any  case,  under  said  acts,  shall  be  paid  unless  such 
finding  shall  be  stated  as  a  proven  &ct  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  said  ooort. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  Congress  gave 
the  Court  of  Claims  jurisdiction  over  captured 
and  abandoned  property  in  cases  which  should 
be  presented  by  loyal  persons  only.  By  a 
recent  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  it  ap- 
pears that  the  Supreme  Court  have  reversed 
the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Claims,  on  the 
ground,  first,  of  a  proclamation ;  second,  of  the 
issuance  of  a  pardon;  so  that  at  the  present 
moment  rebels  stand  on  just  the  same  footing 
in  the  Court  of  Claims  as  persons  in  the  loyal 
States  who  were  loyal  from  the  beginning.  I 
take  it  there  will  be  no  objection  to  merely 
confining  the  jurisdiction,  as  was  originally 
intended,  to  loyal  persons. 

Mr.  BATARD.  May  I  ask  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Vermont  if  the  amendment  he 
proposes  is  the  sane  as  a  bill  introduced  by 
him  theotJ^er  day? 


Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  It  is  not  It 
is  different 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Let  it  be  reported;  we 
did  not  hear  it  exactly. 

The  amendment  was  again  read. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  will  not  press  that  amendment  on 
this  bill.  I  for  one  wish  to  read,  as  I  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  do,  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  CONKLiNG.  It  can  be  read  in  a 
minute. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  is  too  good  a  lawyer  not  to  know  that  you 
cannot  decide  a  thing  like  this  in  a  moment. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  We  can  understand  in 
a  minute  what  the  court  decided.  It  is  all  in 
a  nut- shell. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I.  for  one,  would  like  to 
know  very  well  what  it  is  before  I  vote.  This 
is  legislation  about  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Claims.  What  has  that  to  do  with 
the  deficiency  bill  ?  I  hope  it  will  not  be  put 
here,  but  if  the  Senator  sees  fit,  let  him  intro* 
dnce  such  a  bill  as  that  and  send  it  to  the 
proper  committee,  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
which  has  charge  of  the  question  about  the 
jurisdiction  of  tl»e  courts,  and  let  that  com- 
mittee examine  it,  Qomparo  it  with  the  decis- 
ion that  has  been  pronounced;  but  do  not 
spring  such  a  thing  as  that  upon  us  on  a  defi- 
ciency bill. 

Mr.  CO  LB.  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of  try- 
ing to  put  an  end  to  this  by  moving  to  lay  the 
amendment  on  the  table,  inasmuch  as  it  will 
interfere  with  the  purpose  to  put  the  bill 
through  to-day. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Allow  me  to 
state  a  fact.  I  did  not  suppose  there  was  a 
single  Senator  herd  who  would  object  to  so 
reasonable  a  proposition  as  is  now  made. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  withdraw  my  motion. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  desire  to 
state  merely  what  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  is.  It  has  reversed  a  decision  of  the 
Court  of  Claims  where  the  claim  was  for  sixty 
bales  of  cotton,  which  seemed  to  have  been 
identified,  and  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
bales  of  loose  cotton ;  and  the  decision  is : 

*'  On  this  point  it  is  not  now  necessary  that  we 
express  an  opinion  "~ 

As  to  loyalty — 

"for  the  President  of  the  United  States,  on  the  26th 
of  December,  1868^  issued  a  proclamation,  reeitinr 
that  *  a  universal  amnesty  and  pardon  for  participa- 
tion in  said  rebellion  extended  to  all  who  have  borne 
any  part  therein  will  tend  to  secure  permanent 
peace,  order,  and  prosperity  throughout  the  land, 
and  to  renew  and  fully  reeiore  eonndeace  and  fra^ 
temal  feeling  among  the  whole  people,  and  their 
respect  for,  and  attachment  to  the  national  Gk)vem- 
ment,  designed  by  its  patriotic  founders  for  the 
general  good ' " 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  that  the  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Yes,  sir,  re- 
citing the  proclamation  of  the  President — 

'*  and  granting  *  unconditionally  and  without  res- 
ervation, to  all  and  every  person  who  direotly  or 
indirectly  participated  in  the  late  insurrection  or 
rebellion,  a  full  pardon  and  amnesty  for  the  offense 
of  treason  against  the  United  States,  or  of  adhering 
to  their  enemies  daring  the  lato  civil  war,  with  res- 
toration of  all  nghis,  privileges,  and  immunities 
under  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  which  have 
been  made  in  pursuance  thereof.' " 

Then  the  Supreme  Court  add : 

**  We  have  recently  held,  in  the  case  of  the  United 
States  o«.  Klein,  that  pardon,  granted  upon  condi- 
tions, blots  out  the  offense,  if  proof  is  made  of  oom- 
pliance  with  the  conditions;  and  that  the  person  so 
pardoned  is  entitled  to  the  restoration  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  captured  and  abandoned  property,  if  suit 
be  brought  within  '  two  years  after  the  suppression 
of  the  rebellion.'  The  proclamation  of  the  2i>th  of 
December  granted  pardon  nnoonditionally  and 
without  reserTatioa.  This  was  a  public  act  of 
which  all  courta  of  the  United  Statee  are  bound  to 
take  notice,  and  to  which  all  courts  are  bouud  to 

S've  effect.  The  claim  of  the  petitioner  was  prc- 
rred  within  two  years.  The  Court  of  Claims,  there- 
fore, erred  in  not  giving  the  petitioner  the  benefit 
of  the  proclamation. 

**  Its  judgment  must  be  reversed,  with  directions 
to  proceed  in  conformity  with  this  opinion." 

1  presume  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  is 


not  in  favor  of  paying  claims  of  rebel*  fV:- 
abandoned  and  captured  property;  and  if  h** 
is  not,  then  the  proposition  which  I  pre^<^r.i 
merely  prevents  this  court  from  having  jun»- 
diction  of  such  claims.  There  is  a  lar^o 
amount  of  these  claims  for  abandooed  cotro;. 
still  pending  in  the  Court  of  Claims.  It  i>.  I 
may  say,  a  vital  question  with  the  Treasurr 
I  take  it  that  there  can  be  no  political  qu<^' 
tion  about  it,  for  here  I  think  we  are  all  loval. 
and  if  we  are,  we  are  certainly  not  in  fa.var  n{ 
paying  disloyal  claims  or  giving  them  any  nr* 
rights  in  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  THURMAN  and  Mr.  COLE  rose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  rises  to  move  to  lay  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  hope  the  Senator  wilt 
allow  me  five  minutes. 

Mr.  COLE.     Very  well. 

Mr.  TSURMAN.  The  last  atatemeat 
made  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  it  seems 
to  me,  ought  to  be  conclusive  against  oOV na^ 
this  as  an  amendment  to  a  deficiency  bill,  lie 
says  there  is  a  large  namber  of  cases  already 
pending  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  and  if  I  under- 
stand him,  he  wishes  to  pass  this  amendmeot 
and  have  those  cases  stricken  from  the  docket. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  A  large  num- 
ber of  cotton  claims. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Now,  is  the  Seoae 
going  to  work  without  any  consideration  to  dif 
miss  from  the  calendar  of  one  of  joor  cucn- 
a  large  number  or  a  small  namber  of  the  claims 
on  that  docket  without  any  investigation  what 
ever?  That,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  senk 
the  question,  and  ought  to  show  that  this  meas- 
ure ought  to  go  to  the  proper  committee  to  be 
examined,  and  not  be  brought  in  here  as  an 
amendment  to  a  deficiency  bill. 

The  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  that  b&«i 
been  read  by  the  Senator  from  Ver.A»ont  :« 
what  I  supposed  it  to  be.  The  Supreme  Court 
have  adhered  to  the  law  which  has  been  tli- 
law  of  the  country  from  which  we  derive  nt*vft 
of  our  laws  time  out  of  mind,  and  that  is  thv 
a  full  pardon  blots  out  the  offense ;  in  the  W-, 
gaage  of  one  of  the  old  judges  in  an  Engii*! 
court,  quoting  from  the  ScriptareSf  '^  Those  a 
thy  sins  were  as  scarlet,  they  aball  beo>n:>^ 
white  as  wool.^'  That  is  the  idea  of  the  pffn* 
of  a  pardon,  and  the  Supreme  Court  have 
followed  that  out.  If  that  is  the  case,  and  «^! 
citizens  who  have  been  pardoned  stand  or. 
precisely  the  same  footing  in  that  respec*. 
ihen  if  we  undertake  to  say  that  there  sh&li. 
notwithstanding  that  pardon,  be  proof  of  gnilt 
in  this  particular  in  the  Court  of  Claims  to 
oust  its  jurisdiction,  and  d  fortiori  if  we  sfuii 
require  the  party  to  prove  innocence,  we  mdte 
a  chstinction  between  one  class  of  citiaens  aad 
another,  and  we  do  away  with  the  effect  whicb 
the  Supreme  Court  says  that  pardon  is  enti- 
tled to. 

I  know  very  well  that  we  may  to  a  grr^ 
extent  limit  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Conn  oi 
Claims;  it  is  a  thing  within  onr  hands:  bat 
can  you  limit  the  jurisdiction  by  saying  th«: 
the  Court  of  Claims  shall  have  jurisdiction  ^^f 
claims  of  some  citizens  and  not  jarisdictioo  of 
the  cases  of  other  citizens  when  they  hm^t* 
always  stood  on  the  same  footing?  But  I  dj 
not  want  to  argue  ihe  question  at  all.  Id<>^ia 
that  it  ought  not  to  be  passed  upon  this  \*\'.. 
Let  it  be  introduced  as  a  separate  meagre 
and  be  referred  to  the  proper  committee. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  wish  to  rec»U  the  m^^n- 
ory  of  the  Senator  to  the  passage  of  whs;  i- 
kno^n  as  the  Drake  amendment.  It  was  put 
through  here  without  consideration  by  a  con 
mittee  upon  an  appropriation  bill ;  it  was  in 
effect  sprung  upon  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  But  the  Sec 
ator  from  South  Carolina  will  remember  that 
the  great  objection  to  the  Drake  amendmect 
was  that  it  provided  that  the  granting  of  t 
pardon  was  to  be  cicmelnaiTe  proof  that  t^ 
man  had  been  a  rebeL 
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Mir.  8AWYER.  I  remember  very  well  that 
t  purpose  of  the  Drake  amendment  was  to 
I  late  the  pledged  faith  iiod  honor  of  the 
^ioQ.  I  remember  that  the  purpose  of  the 
ake  amendment  was  to  violate  the  faith  of 
!  United  States  which  bad  been  pledged  in 
s  proclamation  of  Abraham  Lincoln  on  the 

of  December,  1868|  which  proclamation 
1  been  issued  in  accordance  with  a  statute 
the  United  States  passed  by  Congress.  1 
□ember  that  that  was  the  purpose  of  the 
ake  amendment.  And,  Mr.  President,  that 
ipparently  the  purpose  of  this  amendment. 
3ut  I  was  not  going  into  the  merits  of  the 
3ation.  I  was  lumpTy  going  to  say  that  the 
ake  amendment  was  brought  in  here  and 
ung  upon  the  Senate  at  the  hour  of  mid- 
;bt,  and  was  pushed  through  in  the  dark 
jrs  of  the  night — fitting  time  for  such 
rk — and  that  thereafter  the  impolicy  of 
;h  legislation  was  shown  by  what  almost 
r  ri^Qt-minded  man  would  seem  to  think 
s  a  just  course  on  the  part  of  the  Supreme 
urt.  They  declared  it  invalid.  I  do  not  want 
:b  an  amendment  as  this  at  this  time  upon 
;  Iieel  of  the  consideration  of  a  deficiency 
I.  I  do  not  want  such  a  proposition  as  this 
3tcd  on  a  deficiency  bill  wiuiout  consider- 
on  by  the  proper  committee  of  the  Senate, 
i  I  hone  the  Senate  will  vote  it  down, 
^r.  COLE.  I  rise  again  to  move  to  lay  the 
eudment  on  the  table;  but  I  see  my  col- 

gue  on  the  committee 

klr.  EDMUNDS.     If  my  friend  is  going  to 

that,  knowing  something  about  these  afiairs, 

ball  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  because  I 

i)e  it  will  not  be  la  d  on  the  table.     We  can- 

L  be  engaged,  if  my  friend  will  pardon  me, 

any  more  valuable  buaiuess  on  a  deficiency 

1  than  to  save  for  the  men  whom  the  law 

d  shonld  have  it  this  cotton  fiind,  instead 

giving  it  to  those  whom  the  law  said  shottld 

;  have  it. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  move  to  lay  the  amendment 

the  table. 

At,  EDMUNDS.     On  that  I  ask  for  the 

18  and  nays. 

^ir.  COLE.    Several  Senators  have  solicited 

to  withdraw  the  motion,  and  I  withdraw  it. 
VIr.  EDMUNDS.  I  only  wi8h--D0t  to 
;upy  time,  because  this  is  a  question  I  think 
.t  we  all  understand  if  we  remember  a  lit- 
—to  say  just  this :  the  act  of  1863  provided 
it  the  agents  and  officers  of  the  United 
ktes  should  gather  together,  and  sell,  and 
n  the  proceeds  into  the  Treasury,  all  the 
)tured  property  and  all  the  abandoned projf- 
y  which  should  be  found  in  the  insurrec- 
aary  States ;  and  then,  in  order  to  protect 

rights  of  loyal  people  whose  property  may 
TG  been  captured  in  the  stress  of  war,  or 
ich  they  may  have  been  obliged  to  abandon 
Drder  to  escape  from  the  fate  of  being  loyal 
1  being  hung,  the  same  statute  went  on  to 

that  the  proceeds  of  that  property  should 
kept  as  a  fund,  and  that  any  man  who  had 
ill  continuously  loyal  to  the  United  States, 
1  had  given  no  aid  or  comfort  to  its  enemies, 
rht,  at  any  time  within  two  years  after  the 
mination  of  the  war,  file  his  petition  in  the 
uri  of  Claims,  make  out  that  fact,  and  the 
(ceeds  of  bis  property  thus  seized  should 
paid  back  to  him  afler  paying  the  expenses. 
^Ir.  MORTON.  May  I  ask  the  Senator  a 
i^•tion? 

4r.  EDMUNDS.  Yes,  sir. 
^Ir.  MO  ETON.  I  ask  the  Senator,  if  the 
*don  has  the  effect  to  blot  out  the  offense 
initiOj  as  if  it  had  never  been  committed, 
^s  it  not  have  the  effect  to  give  the  disloyal 
D  a  cause  of  action  in  the  Court  of  Clainu  ? 
dr.  EDMUNDS.     That  is  what  lam  com- 

to.  I  am  onlv  now  stating  the  case  his- 
ically,  80  that  the  Senate  may  know  bow  the 
;Btion  arises.     We  find,  then,  this  money  in 

Treasury  raised  from  cfiptured  and  aban- 
led  property,  and  paid  in  there  upon  the 
)resd  statement  of  the  statute  that  those 
0  should  be  entitled  to  go  to  the  Court  of 


Claims  and  get  their  money  back  should  never 
have  been  disloyal  to  the  United  States ;  that 
they  never  should  have  given  any  aid  or  com- 
fort to  its  enemies.  It  intended  to  reserve  any 
application  from  the  enemies  of  the  country, 
whether  pardoned  or  not,  to  Congress,  who 
might  judge  in  each  particular  case  how  mer- 
itorous  it  was,  and  whether  it  was  a  case  not 
only  for  the  grace  of  pardon  and  amnesty  which 
the  law  had  authorized  the  President  to  give, 
but  also  a  case  for  their  putting  their  hands 
into  the  pockets  of  the  people  or  into  this 
fund  of  loyal  men  and  giving  them  anything  out 
of  it. 

It  is  clear,  then,  that  Congress  never  in- 
tended to  commit  the  question  of  determining 
whether  a  man  who  had  borne  arms  against 
the  United  States  Khould  have  a  share  of  the 
property  that  had  been  abandoned  or  cap- 
tured to  any  court.  They  intended  to  re- 
serve it  to'  themselves.  That  being  the  case, 
the  President  of  the  United  States  in  1866 
or  1867,  some  time  in  Mr.  Johnson's  admin- 
istration, issued  a  proclamation  of  amnestv 
and  pardon  under  an  act  of  Congress  which 
authorized  him  to  proclaim  amnesty  and  par- 
don, and  thereby  these  people  were  pardoned. 
Now  the  Supreme  Court  says  that  the  effect  of 
this  pardon  is,  in  contemplation  of  law,  to  make 
it  in  law  a  truth  that  the  worst  man  who 
was  pardoned  had  been  the  most  innocent 
man  during  the  rebellion,  and  therefore  that 
Jefferson  Davis,  or  any  other  person  who  may 
be  regarded  as  the  type  of  infinite  treason 
and  villainy,  becomes,  as  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  says,  white  as  wool,  and  not 
only  becomes  white  as  wool,  but  is  entitled, 
being  as  white  as  wool,  to  pay  himself,  out  of 
the  Ireasury  of  the  United  States  and  through 
the  Court  of  Claims,  without  the  intervention 
of  Congress,  for  whatever  he  chooses  to  make 
out  has  been  taken  from  him  or  that  he  has 
abandoned  or  run  away  from. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me?  What  I  said  about  that  was  what  I  can 
show  the  Senator,  if  he  desires  me  to  ransack 
for,  is  precisely  the  language  used  by  an  Eng- 
lish juage  in  describing  the  effect  of  a  pardon. 
I  said  that  it  was  his  language. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  well.  Do  I  under- 
stand the  honorable  Senator  to  stand  by  the 
sentiment  or  to  retract  it? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  care  what  you 
may  ask  about  that.  I  stand  by  the  decision 
of  the  Supreme  Court. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  my  honorable 
friend,  as  I  should  expect  him  just  at  this 
present  moment  to  be,  is  a  little  shy  of  what  he 
thinks  about  that  species  of  judicial  adminis- 
tration, because  it  is  not  exactly  clear  what  the 
platform  will  be  on  that  subject  at  this  moment. 
[Laughter.]  But  we  will  pass  that  I  was 
about  to  say  that  the  result  of  this  decii^ion  of 
the  Supreme  Court  upon  what  my  friend  from 
Massachusetts  might  perhaps  well  call  a  tech- 
nicality, is  that  to-day  in  the  Court  of  Claims 
and  in  the  Supreme  Court,  by  force  of  that 
decision,  a  man  who  was  guilty  of  treason  for 
the  four  years  of  the  war  stands  better  than 
the  man  who  was  fighting  treason  for  the  four 
years  of  the  war,  because  the  man  who  was 
fighting  treason  for  four  years  of  the  war  is 
obliffea  to  bring  forward  his  witnesses  and 
establish  as  a  fact  that  he  has  been  con- 
tinuously loyal  and  devoted  to  his  country 
during  the  time  that  these  funds  were  being 
gathered  toeetber.  The  rebel's  attorney  just 
pulls  out  of  his  pocket  the  proclamation  of  A. 
Johnson,  and  says  **Here  I  am,  white  as  wool," 
whereas  on  the  other  hand  the  loyal  man,  who 
has  devoted  his  whole  time  to  the  defense  of 
his  country,  is  obliged  to  hunt  around  among 
his  neighbors  and  triends,  and  among  his  old 
Army  commanders,  and  wherever  he  can,  to 
show  (as  he  would  if  applying  for  a  pension) 
that  he  had  been  serving  his  country  all  this 
time.  The  other  fellow  pulls  out  his  pardon, 
and  the  Supreme  Court  says,  '*  You  are  the 
best  man,  the  law  makes  you  pure. ' '  The  other 


roan  must  make  it  out  as  a  fact  in  the  best  way 
he  can. 

Now,  I  say  it  is  a  shame,  and  I  have  a  right 
to  say  it  is  a  shame.  The  decisions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  bind  the  parties  upon  whom 
they  are  pronounced.  They  do  not  bind  me 
or  this  Senate  in  what  we  may  consider  to  be 
just  and  wise  law,  any  more  than  our  decis- 
ions bind  them 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  wish  to  call  the  attention 
of  my  friend  from  Vermont  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  act  of  1863,  which  required  the  petition 
to  set  forth  that  tbe  claimant  never  had  vol- 
untarily aided,  abetted,  or  given  encourage 
ment  to  the  rebellion  against  the  Government, 
this  right  was  expressly  reserved  to  tbe  Gov- 
ernment, ^*  which  allegation  may  be  traversed 
by  the  Government,  and  if,  on  the  trial,  such 
issue  shall  be  decided  against  tbe  claimant, 
the  petition  shall  be  dismissed. " 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Yes,  sir.  I  am  glad  my 
friend  has  recalled  that  additional  circum- 
stance. It  has  been  discussed  here  so  much, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  Senate  has  been  taketi 
so  often  upon  it  in  endeavoring  to  protect  the 
loyal  men  and  the  Treasury  against  these  raids, 
that  I  did  not  think  it  necessary  to  take  time 
to  read  the  statute.  There  is  what  Congress 
intended  to  do  in  plain  terms.  Now,  the  Su- 
preme Court,  by  a  contrivance  of  law — which 
1  pronounce  no  opinion  upon  as  it  respects 
parties,  and  I  have  great  respect  for  them,  and 
perhaps  they  decided  right ;  I  have  nothing  to 
say  aoout  that — have,  by  a  mere  technical 
contrivance  of  law,  put  the  enemies  of  the 
Government  in  the  attitude  that  the  act  of 
Congress  said  they  never  should  occupy,  and 
in  the  attitude  of  hostility  and  injury  to  the 
loyal  claimants,  because  this  fund  is  growing 
small,  and  the  loyal  claimants  will  find  them- 
selves short  one  of  these  days,  unless  we  pro- 
vide that  the  rebel  claimants  shall  not  be  paid 
upon  a  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Claims  until 
they  come  here.  I  am  bound  to  say,  lest  what 
I  have  said  may  be  hereafter  misconstrued, 
that  I  think  the  law  now  does  not  authorize 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  any  of 
these  Court  of  Claims  judgments,  since  we 
have  covered  in  the  money,  without  an  act 
of  Congress ;  but,  as  there  is  some  difference 
of  opinion  about  that,  this  amendment  ought 
to  be  passea  as  a  security. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  we  shall  now  have  a 
vote  on  this  question. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  you  move  to  lay  iton 
the  table,  well  and  good,  but  I  have  a  word  to 
say  if  the  amendment  is  to  be  pressed. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  test  the  question  by 
moving  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table, 
and  I  call  for  a  division  on  that  motion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  moves  that  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont  be  laid 
on  tbe  table,  and  demands  a  division. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STEWART.     I  wish  to  remark 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  wish  simply  to  give 
notice  that  I  shall  call  for  the  regular  order  if 
this  debate  is  to  proceed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wUl 
recognize  the  Senator  if  he  desires  to  call  for 
the  regular  order  after  the  vote  shall  have  been 
taken. 

Tbe  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — ^yeas  16,  nays  25;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — MeuzB.  Bayard,  Blair.  Cuserly.  Cole. 
Cooper,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Qoldthwaito^Uill, 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Sanlsbury,  Sawver,  Spencer.  Stock- 
ton, Thurman,  and  Trumbail^o. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony.  Boremao,  Cald- 
well, Cameron.  Conklinir.  Corbelt.  Craffin.  Edmunds. 
FentoD,  Ferry  of  Michigan.  Hamilton  of  Texas. 
Uamlin,  llitohoock,  Morrill  ef  Maine.  Morrill  of 
Vermont.  Morton.  Kye,  Patterson,  Pomeroy,  Pratt. 
Scott.  West,  Windom,  and  Wright— 25. 

ABSENT- Messrs.  Alcorn,  Brownlow.  Backing- 
ham,  Carpenter,  Chandler,  Clayton.  Davis  of  Keo- 
tacky.  Ferry  of  Connecticut.   Flanagan.  Freling- 
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baysen,  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  Harlan, 
Howe,  Kellogg,  Lewis,  Logan,  Norwood,  Osborn, 
Pool,  Ramsey,  Rioo,  Robertson,  Scburz,  bberman, 
Sprague,  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Sumner,  Tipton,  Viok- 
ers,  and  Wilson— 32. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Several  Senators  rose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  ITie  Senator 
from  Nevada  gave  notice  of  his  desire  to  call 
for  the  regular  order,  and  this  bill  is  before 
the  Senate  subject  to  a  demand  for  the  unfin- 
ished basiness. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  desire  to  state  in  a 
wordy  as  I  voted  to  lay  this  amendment  on  the 
table,  why  I  did  so.  It  will  take  me  but  a 
minute. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Massa^hasetts  [Mr.  Sumner]  and  the 
Senator  from  Nevada  [Mr.  Stewart]  have 
both  risen.  If  thev  yield  and  do  not  call  for 
the  regular  order,  this  debate  will  be  allowed 
to  continue. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  will  take  me  but  a 
moment.  I  could  not  explain  why  I  voted  as 
I  did,  as  the  motion  was  not  debatable. 

I  am  not  in  favor  of  opening  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States  to  persons  who  were 
engaged  in  the  rebellion,  to  bring  suits  and 
recover  money  out  of  it  for  property  that  was 
taken  from  them  during  the  rebellion  j  but  the 
first  part  of  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  if  he  will  look  at  it, 
prevents  a  loyal  man  from  bringing  suit;  it 
excludes  everybody.  Nobody  can  sue  in  the 
Court  of  Claims  under  it,  and  it  would  dismiss 
every  suit  there  by  a  loyal  man.  I  am  sure 
the  Senator  does  not  mean  that. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Then  I  suggest  that  we 
should  not  lay  it  on  the  table,  but  keep  it  here 
where  we  can  amend  it,  and  strike  out  that 
portion. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  il  should  be 
changed.  It  shows  the  impropriety  of  offer- 
ing such  an  amendment  on  an  appropriation 
bill  when  there  is  no  time  to  consider  it.  The 
amendment  is  not  printed ;  none  of  us  have 
seen  it.  Let  me  read  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine — it  will  take  me  but  one 
minute — the  first  part  of  it,  and  he  will  see  I 
am  right : 

That  the  jarisdiotion  of  the  Court  of  Claims  shall 
not  extend  to  or  include  any  claim  £pr  any  aban- 
doned or  captured  property  receivea  or  colleoted 
eitiier  by  the  civil  or  military  authorities  of  the 
United  States  under  the  act  approved  March  12, 
1863.  entitled  'An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  abandoned  property  and  for  the  prevention  of 
frauds  in  insurrectionary  districts  within  the  Uni- 
ted States,'  or  under  any  act  amendatory  thereof 
or  in  relation  thereto. 

That  embraces  everybody.  There  is  to  be 
no  jurisdiction  at  all.  Then  the  last  portion 
of  it  ^oes  on  and  says  they  shall  not  have 
jurisdiction  where  the  man  was  engaged  in 
rebellion  ;  but  the  first  part  excludes  every- 
body. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  think  if 
the  Senator 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  and  the  Senator  firom  Massa- 
chusetts both  have  the  right,  as  all  Senators 
have,  to  demand  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  demand  the  unfinished 
business 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  this  amendment  will  be  ordered  to 
be  printed,  as  the  Senate  appears  to  be  pass- 
ing away  from  the  consideration  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  STEWART.  What  is  now  before  the 
Senate? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  being  the  bill  (S.  No. 
365)to  secure  equal  rights  in  the  public  schools 
of  Washington  and  Georgetown,  upon  which 
the  Senator  from  Delaware  [Mr.  ^tard]  is 
entitled  to  the  floor.  If  he  does  not  claim  it, 
the  Chair  will  recognize  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad,  as  this  day 
was  assigned  for  bills  reported  from  that  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  move  to  lay  the  unfin- 
ished  business  on  the  table,  with  a  view  of 


proceeding  with  the  business  reported  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad.  I  do 
not  think  it  will  take  very  long. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  hope  not. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  know  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  get  any  other  day,  and  I  trust 
we  shall  be  allowed  to  go  on  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is 
not  debatable.  The  nnfinished  business  is 
before  the  Senate,  being  the  bill  in  regard  to 
schools  in  Washington  and  Georgetown,  and 
the  Senator  from  Nevada  moves  that  the  bill 
be  laid  on  the  table,  so  that  the  special  assign- 
ment made  for  this  day  shall  then  operate. 

Mr.  COLE.  Will  the  Senator  withdraw 
the  motion  for  a  moment?  I  feel  that  it  is 
due 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is 
not  debatable  if  it  is  not  withdrawn.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Nevada  withdraw  it? 

Mr.  STEWART.  Let  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia proceed  by  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  shall  claim  the  same 
privilege. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  feel  that  I  ought  to  apologize 
to  the  Senate  for  holding  out  the  hope,  or  ex- 
pressing the  opinion,  that  we  should  get  through 
with  the  deficiency  bill  in  a  reasonable  time. 
I  had  no  expectation  that  an  amendment  of 
this  kind  would  be  moved  upon  it,  and  in  good 
faith  I  expressed  the  hope  that  we  should  get 
through  with  it  in  a  reasonable  time ;  and  I 
think  we  might  do  so  now  if  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  would  withdraw  the  amendment  and 
offer  it  on  some  other  bill.  I  need  not  repeat 
the  strong  necessity  there  is  now  throughout 
the  country  for  the  passage  of  the  deficiency 
bill.  There  is  a  clamor  throughout  the  whole 
country  for  the  appropriations  that  are  em- 
bodied in  the  bill.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Nevada  ought  to.  yield  until  we  get  through 
with  this  important  business,  rather  than  ask 
us  to  proceed  to  matters  of  much  less  import- 
ance 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  would  remind  the  Sena- 
tor that  there  are  certainly  two  or  three  propo- 
sitions that  will  excite  debate  on  the  deficiency 
bill.  There  is  one  to  which  allusion  has  been 
frequently  made,  moved  by  the  Senator  from 
Kentucky,  not  now  in  his  seat.  There  is  one 
to  which  I  shall  be  obliged  to  call  attention, 
which  has  already  passc^d  the  Seuate.  When 
the  bill  comes  in  at  its  next  stage,  I  shall  cer- 
tainly hope  to  induce  the  Senate  to  vote  dif- 
ferent from  what  tbey  did  before.  I  mention 
this  that  the  Senator  may  see  that  the  bill  will 
take  time. 

I  think  it  would  be  much  better  for  the 
Senate  to  proceed  with  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness and  dispose  of  that  bill.  I  think  it  can 
be  done  in  a  comparatively  short  time.  I  do 
not  think  our  friends  over  the  way  are  dis- 
posed to  take  time.  They  naturally  wish  to 
express  their  sentiments  on  the  subject,  and 
certainly  there  can  be  no  objection  to  that.  I 
do  not  wish  to  take  time.  1  know  of  nobody 
on  this  side  who  is  so  disposed,  and  I  think 
we  can  have  a  vote  very  soon ;  but  in  order  to 
have  that  vote  we  must  begin.  I  hope  the 
Senator  from  Nevada  will  not  press  his  order, 
but  that  he  will  allow  the  unfinished  basiness 
to  be  proceeded  with. 

Mr.  STE  WART.  I  must  do  it.  I  must  aik 
for  a  vote  upon  ray  motion. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Then  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
divide  the  Senate  upon  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  moves  that  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness be  laid  upon  the  table.  The  object  of 
the  motion  has  been  several  times  stated  by 
the  Chair,  that  the  special  assignment  for  this 
dav  m^  operate. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Let  as  have  the  yeas  and 
navs  on  that. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  should  like  to  inquire  what 
is  the  special  assignment  for  to-day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Bills  renorted 
by  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Rauroad; 


but  the  tmfinished  business  of  yesterday  hat 
priority  under  the  thirteenth  rule. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Was  it  by  geoeral  und^f 
standing  that  the  Pacific  Etailroad  Committee 
was  to  liave  to-day?  Was  there  a  genial 
understanding  to  that  effect? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  wa?;  but  it 
was  subject  to  the  unfinished  ImaiDess,  how- 
ever 

Mr.  TRUIOULL.  All  these  ^ enenJ  under 
standings  are.  It  was  an  onderBtanding  tbe 
same  as  in  the  other  cases. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Bat,  as  the  Chair  has 
stated,  subject  to  the  anfinished  boaioeas. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.     Certainly. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Subject  to  the 
unfinished  business,  as  all  these  assignmenti 
are. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  najs, 
resulted — ^yeas  26,  nays  19;  as  follows: 


TEAS— Messrs.  Bayard,  Blair.  Boremaa.  Cald- 
well.  Cameron,  Casserly.  Chaodler,  Cooper,  D&vis 
of  West  Virfinia,  Fenton.  Ferry  of  CoBnccr^st 
Ferry  of  Miehisan,  Goldthwaite.  Hariaa.  ULU, 
Hitchcock,  Johnston,  Kelly.  Pratt,  SaalsbarT.  Seo-:. 
Stewart.  Stockton.  Thorman,  Tnuaball,  ard 
West— 28. 

NA  YS—Messrs.  Ames,  Boekinchaia.  ClajtoB.C^'^. 
Conkling,  Frelinshaysen.  Hamilton  of  Teixas.  Hove, 
Morrill  of  Maine.  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morun. 
Nye^atterson,  Pomeroy,  Sawyer,  Spencer.  S«b- 
ner.Windom.and  Writht— 19.  . 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Anthony.  BrownlMr. 
Carpenter,  Corbett,  Cracin.  Davis  of  Keateck}. 
Edmunds,  Flanagan.  Gilbert,  Hamiltoa  of  Mary- 
land. Hamlin,  Kelloss,  hf^"^  Locaa,  Norwood. 
Osborn.  Pool,  Ramsey,  Eiee,  Robertaon.  fiekan. 
Sherman,  Sprasue,  SteTenson,  Tipton,  Viekers,sad 
Wilson— 28. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MB8SA0S  FROM  THK  HOU8K. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represeata* 
tives,  by  Mr.  McPhbrsoit,  its  Clerk,  anBonnced 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  following  bills ; 
in  which  it  requested  the  concarrenee  of  tke 
Senate: 

A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1644)  to  care  defectif« 
titles  in  tne  District  of  Colnmbt» ; 

A  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1770)  to  sathorize  setUr 
ments  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Tressniy  wit^ 
joint  debtors  of  the  United  States ;  and 

A  biU  (H.  B.  No.  2882)  to  fix  the  nlaiy  of 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  HettlUi  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

KXECurrva  gommusication. 

The  VICE  PBESIDENT  laid  before  the  Sen 
ate  a  report  of  the  Secretazy  of  War,  oob)- 
manicatingy  in  compliance  with  a  resolntioo  c! 
the  Senate  of  the  1st  instant,  a  report  of  the 
board  of  engineers  relaUve  to  the  improre- 
ment  of  Mobile  harbor;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Commeroey  aod  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

AHBNDHENT8  TO  APPROPRIATION  BILLS. 

Mr.  BATABD  and  Mr.  HILL  sobmittei 
amendments  intended  to  be  proposed  by  then 
to  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1654)  making  appropri- 
ations to  supply  deficiencies  in  the  appropria- 
tions for  the  service  of  the  Gov^emment  for 
the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1872,  and  fcr 
former  years,  and  for  other  porposes ;  whii;^ 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropn- 
ations,  and  Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  MOBBILL,  of  Maine,  sabmitted  mz 
amendment  intended  to  be  proposed  by  him 
to  the  bill  (H.  B.  No.  1070)  making  appro- 
priations for  the  service  of  the  Post  O&ce 
Department  for  the  year  endiQg  June  3i). 
1878;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations,  and  ordered  to  he  printed. 

HAIL  BIDDINGS. 

Mr.  BAMSEY  submitted  the  follovisf 
report: 

The  committee  of  oonferenee  on  the  disactMisf 
▼ot68  of  the  two  HoQses  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  X <«.  19%* 
entitled  "  An  aot  relating  to  proposals  aad  ttMtn^ 
for  transportation  of  the  maiis,  aod  for  other  per- 
poeei."  having  met,  a^er  fall  and  f^e  cH>iit'erc2;  * 
have  agreed  to  reeommend,  and  do  bereby  rtcoft- 
mead  to  their  respective  Hooms  as  follows : 

That  the  House  recede  from  their  diaa<re««e&t  i 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  numbered  0B«k  tv& 
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authorised  by  the  eleventh  section  of  said  act  of 
locorDoration,  for  saoh  amounts  as  said  company 
may  aeem  needful  to  provide  for  the  construction 
and  equipment  of  its  line,  and  to  include  in  the 
mortgage  or  mortgages  to  secure  said  construction 
bonds,  all  or  an^  portion  of  the  lands  granted  in  aid 
of  the  construction  of  said  railroad :  and  in  the  mort- 
gage or  mortgages  to  secure  said  land  bonds,  any 
portion  of  said  lands  not  so  used  to  secure  the  con- 
struction bonds  aforesaid ;  and  all  or  any  portion 
of  the  lands  acquired  by  any  arrangement  or  pur- 
chase, or  terms  of  consolidation  with  any  railroad 
company  or  companies  to  whom  grants  of  lands  may 
have  been  made  or  may  hereafter  be  made  by  any 
congressional.  State,  or  territorial  authority,  or  who 
may  have  purchased  the  same  previous  to  any  such 
arrangement  or  consolidation ;  but  the  amount  of 
said  land  bends  shall  not  exceed  $2  SO  per  acre  for  all 
lands  covered  by  the  mortgage  or  mortgages  scour- 
ing the  same. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     It  might  be  argued  (as 

it  sometimes  has  been)   on  the  face  of  this 

amendment,  that  this  was  an  aathority  to  this 

line  to  make  aequirements,  and  arrangements 

of  purchase  and  of  consolidation  with  other 

companies.     That  is   a  power   which    never 

ought   to  be  conferred    in   advance  until  we 

know  what  it  may  be.     I  therefore  move  to 

amend  the  amendment  by  inserting,  after  the 

word  ^'consolidation,"  in  the  thirteenth  line, 

the  words  ^^ lawfully   authorized;  "   so  as  to 

read: 

Acquired  by  any  arrangement  or  purchase,  by 
terms  of  consolidation,  lawfully  authorised,  with 
any  railroad  company  or  companies,  Ac. 

So  that  this  shall  not  be  an  implied  authority 
to  make  such  arrangements. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Mor- 
RILL,  of  Vermont,  in  the  chair.)  The  Senator 
will  notice  that  line  fourteen  expressly  confers 
that  authority,  apparently. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  see  that  in  the 
fourteenth  line. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas,  addressed  the 
Senate  in  remarks  which  will  appear  in  the 
Appendix. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  What  is  the  immediate 
question  before  the  Senate? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  pend- 
ing question  is  an  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  to  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road, so  that  an  additional  amendment  is  not 
in  order  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.     I  beg  pardon. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  I  understand  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Senator  from  Texas  it  is  one  that  I 
sympathize  with;  but  I  submit  to  him  whether 
there  is  not  some  danger  of  doing  evil  in  try- 
ing to  do  good,  unless  his  amendment  shall  be 
amended  in  some  particulars.  The  amend- 
ment is  this : 

Provided,  That  such  lands  only  as  the  company 
shall  have  aoqnired  equitable  title  to  by  the  ox- 
tension  of  its  Ime  of  road  shall  be  included  in  any 
mortgage  to  secure  the  construction  boads  herein 
authorised  to  be  issued. 

This  company  is  authorized  to  issue  two 
classes  of  bonds ;  one  class  called  construc- 
tion bonds,  the  other  called  land  bonds.  This 
amendment  proposes  that  its  power  to  mort- 
gage for  the  issue  of  construction  bonds  shall 
not  extend  to  any  lands  except  such  as  it  shall 
have  acquired  an  equitable  title  to  by  con- 
structing a  road  in  pursuance  of  its  charter ; 
but  providing  that  specially  in  regard  to  the 
construction  bonds  might  by  implication  con- 
vey the  idea  that  in  regard  to  the  land  bonds 
it  might  issue  its  mortgages  for  them  without 
having  constructed  any  part  of  it^  road  at  all. 
It  might  carry  that  implication  with  it. 

This  is  a  very  important  subject,  one  that 
has  troubled  me  considerably.  It  was  very 
much  discussed  on  the  North  Pacific  bill,  and 
I  tried  to  get  the  Senate  to  make  it  very  clear 
in  that  case.  But  here  is  the  difficulty :  the 
charter  granted  to  the  Texas  Pacific  railway, 
like  the  charters  granted  to  the  Northern 
Pacific  and  to  the  Union  Pacific,  provides  that 
that  company  shall  have  a  grant  of  the  odd 
sections  of  the  public  lands  for  so  many  miles 
on  either  side  of  the  located  line  of  the  road  ; 
it  further  provides  that  the  company  shall  file 
a  map,  showing  the  location  of  the  road,  in  the 
Department  of  the  Interior,  and  then  the  Sec- 


retary shall  withdraw  from  entry  the  lands  for 
twenty  miles  on  either  side  of  the  road.  The 
moment  that  map  is  filed  and  that  location  is 
approved,  and  the  Secretary  has  withdrawn 
from  entry  the  land  for  the  forty  ipiles,  that 
moment  the  lands  which  are  to  belong  to  the 
company  become  instantly  known  and  desig- 
nated, so  far  as  they  have  been  surveyed ; 
that  is  to  say,  they  are  the  odd  sections  within 
that  distance.  They  are  perfectly  known. 
There  is  a  body  of  land  that  could  be  well 
and  pertinently  described  in  any  deed  or 
mortgage  that  the  com{)any  might  grant.  The 
question  therefore  is  this,  and  it  was  the  same 
question  that  arose  in  regard  to  the  Northern 
Pacific  road:  has  the  company  under  the  act 
a  right  to  mortgage  that  land  thus  designated 
as  land  given  to  it  and  to  make  a  title  that 
will  override  the  rights  of  the  United  States, 
although  the  road  may  never  be  made,  or  will 
the  right  of  the  mortgagee  simply  be  to  have 
such  title  as  the  company  b^  the  construction 
of  the  road  shall  itself  acquire  ? 

My  own  judgment  about  it  is — and  that  was 
the  judgment,  I  think,  of  the  Senate  when  the 
question  was  debated  on.  the  Northern  Pacific 
railroad  bill — that  notwithstanding  the   laa- 

fuage  was  so  broad  that  the  company  should 
ave  power  to  mortgage  the  lands  granted  by 
the  act,  nevertheless  the  mortgagee  would  take 
those  lands,  if  he  took  any  title  to  them  at  all, 
subject  to  the  imperfection  of  the  title  of  the 
company ;  so  that  if  the  company  should  never 
complete  the  road  so  as  to  get  a  grant  of  lands, 
the  mortgagee  could  get  none.  For  instance, 
the  company  is  to  receive  its  lands  as  it  makes 
sections  of  twenty  miles.  When  it  has  com- 
pleted a  section  of  twenty  miles,  then  it  is  to 
receive  patents  for  the  lands  lyin^  opposite 
that  section  of  twenty  miles,  and  it  can  get 
patents  no  sooner.  It  can  get  no  more  patents 
until  it  completes  another  section  of  twenty 
miles,  and  so  on.  The  opinion  of  the  Senate 
seemed  to  be  that  as  the  company  could  not 
get  any  ^rant  by  patent  of  the  land  opposite 
any  section  of  road  until  that  section  was 
completed,  the  mortgagee  was  subject  to  the 
same  imperfection  of  title  and  would  have  no 
right  to  the  land  anless  the  company  should 
complete  the  section. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  This  bill  makes  it  very 
doubtful  in  the  way  iC  is  phrased. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  think  it  does  make  it 
very  doubtful,  and  therefore  my  sympathy  is 
with  the  Senator  from  Texas. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  have  drawn  an  amend- 
ment on  that  point. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  glad  the  Senator 
has,  for  I  was  going  to  try  to  draw  one  my- 
self. The  argument  may  be  put  with  a  great 
deal  of  force  thus,  **  Congress  have  seen  ht  to 
put  this  land  as  a  fund  in  the  hands  of  a  cor- 
poration of  your  own  creation  to  raise  money 
to  build  the  road,  you  have  authorized  them 
to  issue  these  bonds  and  make  this  mortgage, 
and  put  the  bonds  in  market  and  get  the  money 
of  the  purchasers  of  the  bonds,  and  you  have 
trusted  to  a  corporation  to  honestly  expend 
the  money  in  building  the  road ;  and  if  the 
corporation  has  not  done  it,  that  is  the  default 
of  your  own  creature,  and  the  loss  ought  not 
to  tail  upon  us,  the  innocent  purchasers  of  the 
bonds."  That  argument  is  not  without  its 
force.  I  think  in  a  matter  of  this  importance 
we  ought  not  to  leave  anything  to  obecarity. 
I>  am  glad,  therefore,  that  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  has  prepared  an  ameDdment.  My 
main  purpose  in  rising  now  was  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Senator  from  Texas  to  the  fact 
that  if  his  amendment  were  passed  just  as  it  is, 
it  might  carry  the  implication  that  in  regard  to 
the  land  bonds  the  company  might  go  on  and 
make  a  good  mortgage  now  without  having  a 
foot  of  road. 

While  I  am  on  this  section,  I  should  like  to 
inquire  what  is  the  necessity  of  changing  the 
name  of  this  company  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Ihe  answer  is  this:  the  name 
as  it  is  now  in  the  charter  is  **  the  Texas  Fa-  I 


eific  Railroad  Companj,''  giving  tbe  idea  tlai 
it  is  a  road  confined  to  the  limits  of  the  Stale 
of  Texas,  whereas  the  charter  antborizes  xia 
building  of  a  road  from  the  eastern  boundazj 
of  Texas  to  the  Pacific  ocean,  aod  the  change 
that  is  now  proposed  is  to  convey  an  idea  of 
the  practical  extent  of  the  road,  ''  the  Texas 
and  Pacific  railroad.*  ' 

Mr.  THURMAN.  '*  Texas  Pacific  RaTi 
road  Company ''  coald  never  be  construed  toh-^ 
simply  a  road  of  Texas,  as  Texas  does  not  ^ 
to  the  Pacific,  unless  it  was  oonatraed  as  meaa- 
ing  that  the  people  of  Texas  are  very  jmcit  < 
people,  [laughter,]  and,  therefore,  descriptive 
of  tnem. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  It  is  not  a  ^aeation  of  legs] 
construction,  but  the  impression  produced  o^^ 
the  mind  by  the  name  itself. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Yes;  this  charter  is  in 
tended  to  produce  a  legal  impressioD. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Mr.  President,  as  I  anderstand 
the  question  now  before  the  Senate,  it  i&  not 
the  one  which  the  Senator  from  Ohio  has  jast 
been  discussing;  it  is  not  the  question  of 
whether  the  mortgage  authorised  by  the  originki 
act  or  anything  in  this  act  woald  convey  to  the 
mortgagees  greater  interests  in  the  land  thaa 
had  already  been  acquired  by  the  compssf  *, 
but  the  immediate  question  before  the  Senaie 
is  upon  the  propriety  of  adopting  the  amend 
ment  proposed  oy  the  Senator  from  VermonL 
That  amendment,  as  I  remember  it,  is  ifi  insezi 
in  the  thirteenth  line  of  the  second  seciionibe 
words  "lawfulhr  authorized."  The  purpose 
of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  is  in  accordaoce 
with  the  general  tenor  of  this  act,  namelj, 
that  it  shall  not  authorize  any  other  or  grr&.ir 
consolidation  witli  other  roads  than  is  autii^r 
ized  by  the  original  act.  It  was  not  the  intec- 
tion  of  the  committee  in  a|preeing  tv  aD? 
amendments  that  there  should  be  aathoriz<rd 
any  other  consolidation  than  that  which  t&s 
authorized  by  theori^nal  act;  and,  confiuiDf 
ourselves  to  the  question  which  is  before  uf,  i 
see  no  objection  to  the  adoption  of  the  amen<! 
ment  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Vermoo;. 
as  it  only  is  intended  to  provide  for  conso)  d» 
tions  already  lawfully  authorized. 

The  other  question  it  will  be  time  enoo^u 
to  discuss  when  the  other  amendment  of  iite 
Senator  from  Vermont  is  proposed  which  b« 
has  suggested. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  qaes 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  froa 
Vermont  to  the  amendment  of  the  oommiite^. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  vs» 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  shall  propose,  vheo  it 

is  the  proper  time,  to  amend  by  aading  to  ibe 

end  of  the  section  these  words : 

And  all  saoh  lands  of  every  deseription  shall  b« 
sahiect  to  all  limitations  and  conditioaa  now  by  Hw 
ezistins  in  relation  thereto ;  and  this  act  shall  &«e 
be  eonstrued  to  revive,  enlarge,  extend,  or  cre4t« 
any  land  grant  whatever;  and  all  each  mort^re» 
shall  be  snt^eot  to  all  the  conditions  aod  limitalicL: 
by  law  existing  in  respect  to  «ioh  lands. 

ThiS|  if  I  have  drawn  it  strong  enough, 
solves  the  doubt  suggested  by  the  Senaiur 
from  Ohio,  and  I  presume  the  Senator  froa 
Pennsylvania  will  have  no  objection  to  thU. 
I  suppose  he  does  not  claim  that  we  are  ao<ier 
cover  of  this  little  amendment  granting  a^y 
new  land  or  reviving  any  old  land  gianu  but 
only  acting  on  the  mere  autonomy  of  the  com- 
pany in  exercising  the  powers  we  havealreadT 
granted.  If  that  be  so,  there  could  probab  y 
be  no  objection  to  this  amendment ;  hu:  ;: 
will  not  come  rn'properly  except  at  the  end  oi 
the  section,  and  therefore  the  question  shoe  id 
be  taken  first  on  the  amendment  of  the  caa- 
mittee,  as  amended. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Will  the  Senator  from  Ver 
mont  permit  me  to  call  his  attention  to  itf 
fact  that  at  the  close  of  the  fifth  section  there 
is  this  provision? 

Bat  nothing  in  this  sot  contained  shall  be  k 
oonstraed  as  to  authorise  the  grant  of  a«T  ajU*- 
tional  lands,  or  subiidy  of  any  nature  or  kina  wtu:- 
soever,  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the  Uaiu^ 
States. 
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be  upon  all  the  railroad;  it  may  be  upon  any 

part  of  it,  and  all  the  fVanchisea  appertaining 

to  that  part  and  the  appurtenances  of  that 

part — 

when  oonstmoted  or  in  the  coarse  of  construo- 
tion.  from  a  point  at  or  near  Marshall  to  Ship's 
ohannel.  in  the  bay  of  San  Bieiro,  in  the  State  of 
California,  as  aforesaidi 

That  is  the  security  for  the  construction 
bonds — a  mortgage  on  the  road  itself  with  its 
appnrtenances.  1  hen  come  to  the  land  bonds : 

Land  bonds  shall  be  secared  by  mortca^e,  first, 
on  all  or  any  portion- 
In  the  discretion  of  the  company — 

of  the  lands  hereby  granted  in  aid  of  the  oonstruc- 
tion  of  said  railroad  as  is  prorided  for  in  this  act ; 
second,  on  lands  acguired  by  any  arrangement  or 
pnrohase  or  terms  ofoonsolidation  with  any  railroad 
company  or  companies  to  whom  grants  of  land  may 
haye  been  made,  or  may  hereafter  be  made,  by  any 
eoDgressional,  State,  or  territorial  authority,  or  who 
may  have  purchased  the  same  previous  to  any  snch 
arrangement  or  consolidation. 

If  it  stopped  right  there,  there  might  be 
some  implication  that  the  proceeds  of  the 
constraction  bonds  were  to  be  used  in  the 
building  of  the  road,  and  that  the  proceeds  of 
the  land  bonds  were  to  used  for  something 
else.  What  else  it  would  be  unless  it  was 
equipping  the  road  and  operating  it,  one  does 
not  very  well  know ;  but,  so  far,  the  Senator 
will  see  there  is  no  provision  for  what  the  pro- 
ceeds shall  be  used.  The  bonds  are  to  be 
called,  one  set  of  them  construction  bonds, 
and  the  other  set  land  bonds  *,  but  there  is  no 
provision  what  disposition  shall  be  made  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  one  or  the  other.  They 
go  into  the  treasury  of  the  company ;  that  is 
all  there  is  of  it.  out  then  it  will  be  found 
in  the  second  proviso  to  the  section,  as  fol- 
lows: 

That  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  aforesaid 
constraction  and  land  bonds  shall  be  applied  only 
in  the  condtruotion,  operation,  and  equipment  of 
the  contemplated  railroad  line. 

Unless  yon  apply  to  these  words  the  rule 
reddenda  singula  HngtUis,  that  ''the  construc- 
tion'' shall  be  confined  to  construction  bonds, 
and  ''equipment  and  operation"  to  land 
bonds,  then,  in  point  of  fact,  the  company 
may  take  the  proceeds  and  put  them  into 
hotchpotch  and  use  them  all  for  construction 
just  precisely  as  this  bill  proposes. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  May  I  ask  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  on  thatpoint  a  question  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me 
to  get  through  first? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  do  not  say  that  is  so ; 
but  I  say  it  can  be  so. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  xall  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  in  connection 
with  what  he  is  saying  to  a  question  on  which 
I  wish  he  would  state  his  opinion  to  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  afraid  I  am  tres- 
passing on  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  thought  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  had  the  floor? 

Mr.  THURMAN.     No. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  did  not  know  anybody 
could  address  the  Senate  who  had  not  the 
floor.     I  beg  pardon  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  rose  in  response  to  the  Sen- 
ator from  Maine  to  ^ive  a  full  explanation  of 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  and  I  would  prefer 
going  through  with  the  explanation  rather 
than  having  a  discuasion  on  each  point  as  I 
make  it,  and  have  the  discussion  afterward, 
although  I 'do  not  object  to  being  interrogated. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  thought  it  was  the 
speech  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  I  was  listen- 
ing to,  instead  of  the  speech  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania.  I  should  not  have  thought 
of  interrupting  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  had  proceeded  with  all  I 
deem  it  necessary  to  explain  in  the  third  sec- 
tion, unless  there  is  something  else  to  which 
the  Senator  from  Maine  wishes  to  call  my 
attention. 

The  fourth  section  provides  for  the  construc- 
tion of  the  road  of  "  iron  or  steel  rails  manu- 
factured from  American  ore,  except  such  as 


may  have  been  contracted  for  before  consol- 
idation by  any  railroad  company  which  ma^ 
be  purchased  by  or  consolidated  with  this 
company.''  This  is  the  provision  of  the  ori- 
ginal charter,  with  the  simple  addition  which 
saves  the  contracts  already  made  by  the  com- 
panies with  which  they  were  authorized  to 
consolidate. 

The  fifth  section  makes  an  important  amend- 
ment in  the  terms  of  the  original  charter.  By 
the  terms  of  the  original  charter  the  company 
was  required  to  commence  its  road  at  Mar 
shall,  the  eastern  terminus,  and  at  San  Diego, 
its  western  terminus,  and  to  build  fif\^  mues 
a  year  in  each  direction.  This  section  au- 
thorizes a  change,  and  the  commencement 
of  the  road  may  be  at  Marshall,  completing 
one  hundred  miles  each  year,  instead  of  com- 
mencing at  both  points  ;  but  I  am  authorized 
by  the  committee  toofleran  amendment  which, 
to  some  extent,  modifies  the  bill  as  it  is  now 
before  the  Senate,  and  that  is,  that  the  company 
shall  also  commence  at  San  Diego  within  one 
year  from  the  passage  ofthis  act  and  construct 
not  less  than  twenty-five  miles  per  an numafler 
the  second  year.  That  is  for  the  purpose  of 
meeting  the  views  of  those  who  are  interested 
in  the  early  commencement  of  the  work  on  the 
Pacific  coast.  The  western  end  of  this  line  runs 
through  a  country  through  which  it  is  exceed- 
ingly difficult  to  build  a  road,  one  which  does 
not  offer  very  many  inducements  for  trade  and 
travel  immediately  upon  its  completion ;  and 
it  has  been  deemed  advisable  that  the  rapid 
completion  of  the  road  should  be  obtained  from 
the  eastern  terminus  instead  of  from  the  west- 
ern ;  but  this  amendment  which  I  am  author- 
ized by  the  committee  to  offer  will,  I  believe, 
meet  the  views  of  those  who  are  more  imme- 
diately interested  in  the  western  end  of  the 
road. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment to  that  section. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  There  is  no  section  particu- 
larly under  discussion.  I  have  been  requested 
to  explain  the  whole  bill,  and  I  am  responding 
to  that  request. 

The  last  amendment  that  the  committee 
reported 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Allow  me  to 
ask  the  Senator  one  question  on  the  fifth  sec- 
tion, so  that  I  may  understand  it.  'I  under- 
stand, then,  that  this  section  provides  for  a 
departure  from  the  original  method  of  con- 
structing the  road ;  that  whereas  by  the  ori- 
ginal charter  they  were  to  commence  simulta- 
neously at  San  Diego  and  Marshall  and  build 
each  way  fifty  miles  a  year  on  each  side^  meet- 
ing somewhere,  now  it  contemplates  that  they 
shall  commence  at  Marshall  and  construct 
westward  altogether  and  reach  San  Diego  any 
time  within  the  ten  years.  Do  I  understand 
that  to  be  the  fact? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Evidently  while  the  Senator 
was  otherwise  engaged  he  lost  part  of  my 
explanation,  and  for  his  benefit  I  shall  have 
to  repeat  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Ton  need  not 
do  so  for  mybenefit. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  wish  the  Senator  to  under- 
stand it.  He  has  stated  correctly  what  were 
the  original  terms  of  the  charter  and  what  the 
amendment  as  it  is  now  printed  proposes,  but 
the  part  of  my  ex]^lanation  which  he  lost  was, 
that  to  meet  the  views  of  those  who  are  more 
particularly  interested  in  the  Pacific  coast,  I 
was  authorized  by  the  committee  to  offer  an 
amendment  requiring  the  commencement  of 
the  road  also  at  San  Diego  within  one  year, 
and  the  completion  after  the  second  year  of 
twenty- five  miles  annually  in  that  direction  : 
so  that  if  the  company  is  required  to  bulla 
one  hundred  miles  each  year  from  the  eastern 
terminus  and  twenty-five  miles  from  the  west- 
ern terminus,  instead  of  delaying  the  comple- 
tion of  the  road  it  will  facilitate  the  comple- 
tion of  the  road  by  the  addition  of  twenty-five 
miles  a  year. 

I  may  further  state  that  there  is  an  authority 


given  in  this  section  to  commence  the  road  ai 
any  other  point  upon  the  line  of  the  roxi. 
but  if  the  company  see  proper  to  exercise  ic-^i 
discretion,  it  would  not  give  them  any  adi 
tional  time  for  completing  it.  It  is  an  i^ 
portant  right,  however,  that  they  should  hav'. 
as  will  be  evident  to  any  one  who  will  i'-  % 
for  a  moment  at  the  country  intended  to  t-sr 
traversed  by  this  road.  I  can  illustrate  i:  a 
this  way:  if  a  road  were  to  be  constrar-^-* 
before  this  road  is  completed  through  tr-3 
Galveston  north,  or  from  any  other  portivn 
south,  when  th^  road  meets  the  interseft  ;.^ 
point  of  the  line  of  this  road  it  will  be  h:^*^:  ? 
important  to  that  country  that  this  com}.<a  ij 
should  be  permitted  at  once  to  com  met:  t^ 
extending  its  road  in  either  direction  frtsi 
them,  developing  the  country  and  giving  a& 
outlet  to  those  regions  traversed  by  the  inter- 
secting road.  They  ask  that  privilege,  «h  cb 
will  really  be  imposing  an  additions  bnr^len 
upon  them  to  make  more  railroad  than  i:k€j 
are  now  bound  to  do  each  year. 

I  now  come  to  the  last  amendment  la  *ht 
printed  bill,  which  is  one  put  upon  it  at  tk* 
instance  of  the  Senator  from  Arkansas^  [Mr. 
Rice,]  who  is  interested  in  what  is  called  :h» 
Grand  Tower  and  San  Diego  Pacific  Eailr*-<«d 
Company.  Jt  simply  grants  the  right  of  wxj 
to  this  company,  which  is  chartered  bj  ib-' 
laws  of  Arkansas,  to  constmct  its  road  be- 
tween the  points  named  in  that  charter,  gr^rr 
ing  the  right  of  way  through  the  pnU  r 
domain  and  stations,  in  the  usual  form  in  vbir:? 
that  grant  has  been  made.  If  aay  object:u:i 
be  made  to  that,  I  shall  call  apon  the  St- r.a:  r 
from  Arkansas  to  explain  it,  as  he  more  lici  j 
understands  it  than  I  do. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  stated  bri-dr 
the  provisions  of  the  bill.  I  may  state  i;; 
recapitulation  that  it  proposes  to  change  tb» 
name  of  the  company ;  it  proposes  to  cbaL?? 
the  manner  of  mortgaging,  although  it  dc-  ^ 
not  authorize  the  company  to  execute  aar 
other  or  greater  mortgages  than  were  ori^r.- 
ally  authorized,  but  simply  changes  the  sec&ri- 
ties  they  may  put  in  the  mortgage  :  it  does  c  re 
authorize,  and  is  not  intended  to  aathonzt, 
the  building  of  any  other  roads  by  this  cos 
pany  or  the  consolidation  ofthis  compunj  wri 
any  other  road  than  that  authorized  bj  tke 
original  act. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  the  Unguage  t«. 
very  unhappily  chosen. 

Mr.  SCO  IT.  It  is  often  the  case  that  tie 
language  of  a  statute  is  unhappily  ehoseo.  a&'^ 
we  shall  be  glad  to  have  the  benefit  of  ^t^ 
assistance  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  who 
is  happy  in  language,  to  cure  tbatinfelicir?  -  f 
language. 

I  do  not  wish  to  take  up  the  time  of  tW 
Senate  with  any  further  explanations,  havi:;; 
risen  with  this  one  in  response  to  the  requ^s: 
of  the  Senator  from  Maine. 

The  PRESIDING  OPFICER,  (Mr.  Bosr 
MAN.)  The  question  recurs  on  the  amendmei:! 
of  the  committee  to  the  second  section  of  tbe 
bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  there  ought  n 
be  stricken  out  of  that  amendment  the  vords 
"or  may 'hereafter  be  made,"  while  we  -.re 
upon  this  point.     The  amendment  provide^ : 

J^nd  all  or  any  portion  of  the  lands  ae^air^^i  bj 
any  arrivogemeDtor  purchase,  or  terms  of  c<>ic«cu:da- 
tion  with  any  railroad  company  or  conpaatee  t  > 
whom  grants  of  land  may  have  bean  made  er  is«r 
hereafter  be  made  by  any  concreesionai.  ?uu.  .r 
territorial  authority. 

It  is  a  very  extraordinary  thing  to  g^v^  a 

roving  commission  to  any  railroad  comp^T 

to.  go  and  make  indefinite  arrangements  i^ 

consolidating  companies  and  taking  grants  of 

lands  which  are  not  already  in  existeGce.  c 

respect  to  which  we  may  be  disposed  tu  «^ 

what  we  are  doing,  although  I  do  not  say  ve 

do  very  often  or  very  plainly  see  what  ve  &r« 

doing,  as  we  do  not  probably  in  this  in^tasc?. 

But  in  order  to  see  whether  the  Senate  Is  wL 

ing  to  trim  this  down  a  little,  1  move  toame?)^ 

the  amendment  by  striking  out,  in  lined  foor 
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een  and  fifteen,  the  words  '^  or  may  hereafler 
•e  made ;"  so  that  it  will  read,  **  or  terms  of 
onsolidation  with  any  railroad  company  or 
ompaoies  to  whom  grants  of  land  may  have 
feen  made;"  striking  out  the  futnre.  The 
Senator  says  this  is  not  to  make  any  new  grants 
•r  provide  for  any  bew  grants. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  It  does  not.  It  only  author- 
ises the  parties  to  embrace  in  any  mortgage 
bey  mav  hereafter  execute,  as  I  understand, 
ny  IqdcIs  which  they  may  acqnire  by  the  con- 
olidation  of  these  roads. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  well ;  then  yon  do 
lot  need  those  words  which  I  move  to  strike 
»ut. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  think  we  would  need  those 
rords.  If  such  lands  as  the^  mav  acquire  by 
.rrangement  with  the  roads  with  which  they  are 
low  authorized  to  consolidate  may  not  now 
»e  embniced  in  the'  mortgage,  it  is  necessary 
ogive  them  authority,  if  they  should  hereafter 
/ish  to  execute  a  mortgage,  to  embrace  those 
ands. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  well;  we  do  give 
hem  authority  to  embrace  in  the  mortgage 
tverythiog  they  have  got,  but  we  do  not  wish 
o  give  them  authority  to  acquire  by  any  new 
d-rangements  with  other  railroad  companies, 
>r  any  new  land  grants  from  other  people  who 
nay  have  acquired  them  and  may  be  about  to 
ose  their  right  to  them,  the  privilege  of  here- 
after acquiring  lands.  We  do  give  them  the 
authority  to  mortgage  hereafter.  The  Senator 
las  staled  that  the  obiect  of  this  bill  is  not  to 
mlar^e  the  rights  of  the  company  further  than 
o  facilitate  the  mere  execution  of  the  mort- 
age upon  what  it  possesses.  Now,  then, 
aking  that  to  be  so,  as  of  coarse  I  do,  the 
anguage  which  is  used  here  is  plainly,  on  the 
ace  of  it,  calculated  to  authorize,  and  in  my 
judgment  does  authorize,  the  company  to  pro- 
:eed  to  make  fresh  arrangements  to  acquire 
resh  land  grants  and  to  make  fresh  mortgages 
rom  time  to  time.  When  the  event  comes 
here  will  be  time  enough  to  consider  whether 
hey  ought  to  be  authorized  to  acquire  or  to 
nortgage  further ;  so  that  I  hope  the  Senator 
rom  Pennsylvania  will  not  object  to  this 
^mendmenL 
Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  object  to  it.  The  view 
have  of  it  is  this :  the  original  act  author- 
zes  this  company  to  consolidate  with  certain 
ailroad  companies.  This  company  Is  now 
implv  in  its  initial  proceeding;  those  pow- 
ra  of  consolidation  have  not  been  exercised ; 
nd  if  there  are  lands  to  be  acquired  by  such 
onsolidation,  they  have  not  vet  acauired  them. 
]^ow,  while  we  grant  no  adaitionat  powers  of 
onsolidation,  if  those  powers  be  hereafter 
xercised,  and  by  virtue  of  those  powers  now 
xisting  those  lands  be  acquired,  then,  if  they 
rish  to  mortgage  hereafter,  they  ought  to  be 
ermitted  to  introduce  those  lands  into  the 
lortgage.  I  can  see  no  objection  to  it  what- 
ver 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Neither  can  I.    That  is 

ot  the  proposition,  as  I  understand  it.   If  the 

enator  will  look  carefully  at  the  amendment, 

think  he  will  say  so.      Now,  let  us  look  and 

?e  what  this  italicised  portion  says : 

And  all  or  any  portion  of  the  lands  acquired  by 
oy  arraDgement  or  purohase,  or  terms  of  eonaolid- 
LioD  with  any  railroad  company  or  oompaniee  to 
bou  grants  of  land  may  have  been  made— 

lall  be  embraced  within  these  arrangements. 

bat,  in  terms,  authorizes  them  to  acquire  by 

rrangement  or  purchase  any  lands  which^  we 

y  the  previous   enactment  have  authorized 

lem  to  enter  into  arrangements  for.     Very 

ell ;  but  then  it  adds: 

To  whom  irranta  of  lands  may  have  been  made, 
*  may  hereafter  be  made. 

When  you  speak  of  the  *' hereafter,''  yon  are 

peaking  of  a  land  grant  that  may  be  made. 

nd  therefore  you  say  this  company  may  take 

p  land  grants  that  may  hereafler  be  made  to 

iiy   company  they  can  make  a  trade  with; 

id  heuce,  if  we  were  to  incorporate  another 

orth  Pacific  Railroad  Company ,  and  this  com- 

any  could  go  in  and  buy  them  out,  this  would 


be  a  precedent  authority  that  any  land  grant 
hereafter  made  to  any  company  m  the  world 
may,  whatever  may  be  the  terms  of  that  com- 
pany's grant,  be  bought  up  by  this  company. 
^  So  far  as  my  honorable  friend  speaks  of  the 
right  to  mortgage  hereafier  any  lands  which 
they  may  acquire  hereafter  under  the  authority 
of  existing  law  by  the  arrangements  which  we 
authorize  them  to  make,  that  is  provided  for 
by  the  first  lines ;  but  these  words  are  devoted 
to  lands  which  may  be  acquired  by  some  other 
companv  with  whom  they  m&j  not  have  made 
any  trade  at  all,  maybe  acquired  twenty  years 
hence;  and  we  are  to  say  in  advance  they 
may  take  those  and  mortgage  them.  That  is 
my  objection ;  and  I  am  sure  mv  friend  will 
see  the  difference  between  what  he  has  been 
speakingof  and  what  I  have. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  amendment  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  I  understand,  is  to 
strike  out  the  words  **or  may  hereafter  be 
made  " 

Mr.' EDMUNDS.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  think  that  amendment 
ought  to  be  adopted.  But  while  we  are  on 
this  section,  I  should  like  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senator  who  has  the  bill  in  charge  to 
some  other  matters  connected  with  it.  In  the 
first  place,  this  amendment  as  it  comes  in, 
unless  it  becomes  ff really  changed,  is  a  little 
troublesome  to  understand.  There  is  a  pro- 
vision in  the  first  portion  of  this  section  that 
the  company — 

Shall  have  power  and  authority  to  iwue  the 
oonBtmotion  and  land  bonds  aathoriied  by  the 
eleventh  section  of  eaid  aot  of  incorporation,  for 
such  amounts  as  said  company  may  deem  needful 
to  provide  for  the  conatruotion  and  equipment  of 
its  line,  and  to  include  in  the  mortgrace  or  mort- 
CBffes  to  secure  said  constmotion  bonds  all  or  any 
portion  of  the  lands  granted  in  aid  of  the  oonstruo- 
tion  of  said  railroad:  and  in  the  mortgaije  or  mort- 

I rages  to  secure  said  land  bonds,  any  portion  of  said 
ends  not  so  used  to  secure  the  oonatmotion  bonds 
aforesaid  ;— 

I  suppose  the  semicolon  there  ought  to  be 
stricken  ont — 

and  all  or  any  portion  of  the  lands  acquired  by  any 
arrangement  or  parohase,  or  terms  of  oonsoUda- 
tion  with  any  rulroad  company  or  companies.  Ac. 

That  is  the  idea. 

Mr.  SCOTT.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  is  necessary  to  be 
changed.  Now  I  desire  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Senator  and  of  the  Senate  to  the  last 
clause  of  the  section  :• 

But  the  amount  of  said  land  bonds  shall  not  ex- 
ceed $2  50  per  acre  for  all  lands  covered,  by  the 
mortgage  or  mortgages  securing  the  same. 

There  seems  to  be  a  limit  upon  the  mortgage, 
that  it  shall  not  exceed  in  dollars  the  number 
of  acres  multiplied  by  two  and  a  half ;  but  if 
you  look  at  the  section  you  will  find  that  there 
is  no  limit  at  all,  really,  except  so  &r  as  the 
lands  which  may  be  acquired  from  other  com- 
panies are  concerned,  and  for  this  reason  :  the 
company  need  issue  no  land  bonds  at  all  and 
no  land  mortgage  under  this,  because  it  may 
issue  what  are  called  its  construction  bonds, 
and  secure  them,  not  only  by  the  road,  but  by 
every  foot  of  land  that  Congress  has  granted 
to  the  road. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Permit  me  to  give  the  Senator 
the  explanation  of  that.  The  original  charter 
puts  a  limit  upon  the  construction  mortgage 
of  $80,000  per  mile,  and  a  limit  of  $2  50  per 
acre  upon  the  land  mortgage.  The  limit  per 
mile  was  omitted  in  this  oiTl.  I  am  now  au- 
thorized to  put  in  that  limit,  not  exceeding 
$40,000  per  mile,  which  is  really  a  reduction 
of  the  amount,  if  any  considerable  quantity  of 
the  lands  go  into  that  mortgage ;  and  in  order 
to  preserve  the  original  limit  upon  the  land 
mortgage,  the  $2  50  an  acre  clause  was  retained 
in  that  part  of  the  section. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That,  of  course,  is  very 
satisfactory  if  the  Senator  is  going  to  put  a 
limit  upon  it,  because  by  the  section  itself 
these  bonds  may  be  for  such  an  amount  or 
amounts  as  the  company  may  deem  necessary. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  difficulty  about  the  limit 
arises  from  the  fact  that  we  are  only  able  to 


take  up  one  question  at  a  time,  and  as  the 
amendments  of  the  committee  have  not  all 
been  permitted  to  come  before  the  Senate,  we 
necessarily  have  to  explain  them  in  this  way. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Etactly  so;  but  I  was 
necessarily  left  to  inquire  about  it. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  explained  some  time 
ago  that  several  amendments  adopted  by  the 
committee  had  not  been  printed  and  would  be 
offered,  and  I  think  it  will  obviate  a  good 
many  of  the  questions  that  are  being  discussed 
if  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  is  permitted 
to  offer  them  now. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  We  are  on  this  amend- 
ment now.  I  will  only  say  in  conclusion  that 
I  hope  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  will  be  agreed  to.  I  agree  with  him 
that  we  ought  not  to  say  in  advance  that  this 
great  corporation  shall  go  on  swallowing  up 
all  corporations,  little  or  big,  it  can  cousol* 
idate  with,  and  all  the  grants  that  may  be 
obtained  in  their  favor  from  Congress  or  the 
States,  or  in  any  other  manner.  I  do  not 
much  like  this  great  consolidation  and  swell- 
ing and  swallowing  up  of  corporations  any 
way. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Inasmuch  as  the  commit- 
tee have  stated  that  they  have  several  amend- 
ments which  we  have  not  seen  that  may 
material! V,  as  has  just  been  explained  by  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  change  the  scope 
and  effect  of  this  bill,  and  as  it  is  a  very 
important  bill,  and  somewhat  difficult  in  its 
language  to  put  a  precise  construction  upon  it, 
and  it  might  be  open  to  different  constructions, 
I  suggest  that  the  bill  be  recommitted  to  the 
committee,  and  let  them  perfect  all  their 
amendments,  and  adopt  such  of  those  that 
have  been  suggested  as  strike  them  with  favor, 
and  then  report  the  bill  with  the  amendments 
printed,  so  that  the  Senate  can  see  precisely 
what  it  is  that  the  committee  proposes  to  do. 
Therefore,  I  move  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  hope  that  will  not  be 
done.    That  will  kill  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee  opposes  it,  and  I  withdraw  the 
motion  for  the  present,  and  let  us  go  on  with 
the  discussion. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  have  been  trying  to  un- 
derstand the  object  of  this  bill  in  connection 
with  the  original  charter.  The  original  char- 
ter provides  for  the  issuing  of  two  kinds  of 
bonds,  construction  bonds  and  land  bonds; 
the  construction  bonds  to  be  secured  by  a 
mortgage  upon  the  road,  its  franchises,  and 
appurtenances  only;  the  land  bonds  to  be 
secured  by  a  mortgage  only  upon  the  lands. 
It  provides  for  the  issuing  of  two  kinds  of 
bonds  that  may  both  be  issued  at  the  same 
time  under  the  original  charter.  The  com- 
pany may  issue  these  different  classes  of  bonds 
contemporaneously,  and  by  the  proviso  the 
proceeds  of  each  bond  is  to  be  applied  to  the 
same  purpose  exactly,  that  is  to  say : 

That  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  aforesaid 
construction  and  land  bonds  shall  be  applied  only 
intheoonstruetion,  operation,  and  equipment  of  the 
contemplated  railroad  line. 

Bear  in  mind,  the  bonds  ma;^  be  issued 
at  the  same  time  under  the  original  charter 
and  the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  the  same 

Surpose.  Now,  this  bill  authorises  the  two 
ifferent  kinds  of  security  to  be  put  into  the 
same  bond.  Wiiat  is  the  reason  of  it?  I 
understand  that  it  is  to  enable  the  company 
to  make  one  good  bond  instead  of  making 
two  poor  ones.  If  I  am  not  correct  in  that,  i 
should  like  to  be  corrected.  I  say  they  are 
first  authorized  to  issue  two  bonds,  each  hav- 
ing a  different  kind  of  security,  but  by  this 
bifl  they  may  put  both  securities  into  the  same 
bond,  making  one  good  bond  instead  of  two 
indifferent  bonds. 
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light  npon  this  or  obviate  the  objection  that  is 
suggested.  I  shoald  like  to  have  those  amend- 
raents  printed. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  All  very  true,  but  the 
hoDorable  Senator  entirely  forgets  in  his  state- 
ment the  ordinary  usage  of  the  body.  This 
bill  is  just  like  other  bills.  There  are  amend- 
ments from  the  committee,  some  of  which  are 
printed  ;  there  are  other  amendments,  we  are 
told,  which  are  not  printed;  the  common, 
customary  case.  It  sometimes  happens  that 
a  bill  is  reported  by  a  committee  without 
amendment.  It  sometimes  happens  that  the 
bill  is  reported  with  two  or  three  amendments 
that  are  printed.  I  know  that  is  customary. 
I  know  also  that  the  most  cumbrous  and  most 
important  measures  which  pass  the  Senate  are 
commonly  reported  by  the  committee  with  two 
kinds  of  amendments  as  there  are  here ;  one, 
amendments  which  have  been  considered,  per- 
fected, and  printed ;  another  kind  of  amend- 
ments, those  more  recently  reported,  modify- 
ing,  varying,  changing,  adding  to,  taking  from 
the  bill  and  the  amendments  as  they  stand 
printed. 

This  is  the  customary  case,  and  my  answer 
to  my  friend  is  that  we  shall  depart  from  the 
ordinary  rule,  we  shall  waste  this  day,  for 
nothing  else  is  likely  to  be  completed  on  this 
day,  and  we  shall  postpone  to  a  future  time 
the  very  process  through  which  we  are  about 
to  go  now,  if  we  continue  the  consideration 
of  the  bill.  .  If  we  come  to  a  time  when 
amendments  are  suggested  of  such  a  nature 
that  the  Senator  from  Connecticut  wants  to 
see  them  in  print  in  order  to  understand  them, 
so  be  it.  But  we  are  assuming  all  that  now. 
Why  not  let  the  committee  go  through  with 
their  amendments,  perfect  the  bill  as  far  as 
they  propose,  and  then  see  whether  there  is 
anything  which  requires  committal? 

I  desire  to  make  one  further  remark  to  my 
friend  from  Nevada  which  I  intended  to  make 
when  1  was  up  before.  I  did  not  vote  this 
morning  to  give  to-day  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Pacific-Railroad.  I  did  not  do  so  because 
I  did  not  choose  to  override  the  unfinished 
business.  This  day  they  have.  I  want  it  un- 
derstood that  I  am  absolved,  for  one,  from 
voting  for  any  other  day  for  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road Committee  if  they  lose  this  day.  This 
day  is  theirs.  They  have  the  right  to  make 
the  most  of  it,  and  I  think  we  should  stand  by 
them  in  allowing  them  to  present  their  bills  as 
far  as  they  can,  and  make  the  most  of  it.  But 
if  this  day  is  to  be  frittered  away  upon  the 
promise  of  some  shadowy  by  and-by,  tnat  they 
are  to  come  in  and  ask  some  other  day  or  some 
succession  of  days,  I  am  afraid  they  will  not 
get  it,  and  if  my  vote  should  be  essential,  I  am 
still  more  afraid  they  will  not  get  it. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Let  me  disabuse  the  minds 
of  the  Senate  of  the  impression  which  has  been 
made  by  the  statement  that  I  have  a  large 
number  of  important  amendments  to  offer  to 
this  bill.  I  have  looked  through  the  bill,  and 
the  amendments  which  I  am  authorized  by  the 
committee  to  offer  are  just  four,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  one,  none  of  them  is  one  line 
long;  they  are  very  brief,  and  they  are  not 
very  important.  I  would  suggest,  and  it  was 
the  suggestion  I  made  in  the  beginning,  that 
the  committee  be  permitted  to  go  through 
with  their  amendments,  and  if  any  one  of  them 
be  of  such  a  character  that  further  discussion 
is  necessary,  let  any  Senator  reserve  it  for  con- 
sideration when  we  get  into  the  Senate.  If  we 
could  go  through  with  these  amendments  that 
the  committee  has  authorized  me  to  offer,  then 
their  character,  number,  and  importance  would 
be  known,  and  I  think  wh^n  they  are  known 
we  shall  have  no  difficulty  in  disposing  of  the 
bill  this  evening. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  first 
question  is  on  the  motion  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  question 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 


Vermont  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee, 
to  strike  out  in  lines  fourteen  and  fifteen  the 
words  **or  may  hereafter  be  made.'' 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  hope  that  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  venture  to  ask  the 
Senator  from  Pennsvlvania  or  the  chairmaa 
of  the  committee  whether  I  understand  the 
whole  force  and  scope  of  this  amendment?  If 
the  amendment  fails  and  the  bill  remains  as  it 
is  now,  it  gives  to  these  beneficiaries  the  right 
to  use  their  lands  as  they  please  by  mortgage 
or  otherwise  for  the  advancement  of  their 
road,  not  only  lands  which  they  have  now,  but 
such  lands  as  they  shall  acquire  in  the  future. 
If,  on  the  contrary,  the  amendment  prevails, 
it  allows  them  the  jus  disjpK}nendi  of  lands 
which  they  have  now,  but  it  cuts  off  their 
right  to  mortgage  or  use  as  they  please  such 
lands  as  may  be  aci^uired  hereafter  by  them- 
selves or  by  connectmg  companies  who  act  in 
connection  with  them.    Is  that  the  proposition? 

Mr.  STEWART.    That  is  the  proposition. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  ask  if  it  does  not  go  a  little 
further  than  that  ?  Is  it  or  is  it  not  the  pur- 
pose of  this  amendment  to  deprive  the  com- 
pany of  the  power  to  purchase  lands  or  employ 
Its  assets  in  the  purchase  of  lands? 

Mr.  STEWART.  No;  the  object  of  this 
amendmentisto  prevent  them  from  mortgaging 
property  they  shall  hereafter  acquire.  The 
object  of  the  section  is  to  allow  them  to  make 
as  good  bonds  as  they  can  and  mortgage  any 
property  they  may  acquire  for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  understand 
this  section  proposes  to  allow  them  to  consol- 
idate with  any  company  they  please,  and  not 
only  to  do  it  to-day,  but  to  ao  it  hereafter. 
The  amendment  of  my  colleague  I  think  merely 
prohibits  a  consolidation  hereafter  by  which 
they  shall  acquire  lands  subsequently  granted. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Oh,  no,  if  my  friend  will 
pardon  me,  the  amendment  is  not  as  broad  as 
that.  It  does  not  prevent  consolidation,  nor 
the  acquisition  of  lands  by  that  consolidation. 
It  prevents  the  act  of  mortgaging  those  lands 
after  they  have  acquired  them. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  think  we 
had  better  read  the  precise  phraseology.  The 
language  in  italics  reads  as  tollows : 

And  all  or  any  portion  of  the  lands  aoqaired  by 
any  arraoflrement  or  pnrohase,  or  terms  of  consolid- 
ation with  any  railroad  oompany  or  companies  to 
whom  grants  of  lands  may  have  been  made  or  may 
hereafter  be  made,  &e. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  ask  the  Senator,  as  I 
have  not  the  bill  before  me,  to  read  the  pre- 
ceding words  prescribing  what  maybe  done  with 
those  lands. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  The  preced- 
ing clause  reads  as  follows : 

And  in  the  mortgage  or  mortgages  to  secure  said 
land  bonds,  any  portion  of  said  lands  not  so  used  to 
secure  the  oonstraction  bonds  aforesaid. 

And  then  it  proceeds  as  I  read  before.  This 
clearly  contemplates  that  the  parties  may  pur- 
chase or  they  may  make  any  arrangement 
whatever  to  secure  lands  that  hereafter  may  be 
granted  by  Congress,  or  a  State,  or  a  Terri- 
tory.    There  cannot  be  any  dispute  about  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  wish  to  say 
a  word  on  this  amendment.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  is  obviously  at  fault  in  the 
intorpretation  he  puts  Upon  it.     By  the  ori- 

Sinal  charter,  as  by  this  bill,  this  Texas  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  is  authorized  to  acquire 
certain  railroad  franchises  with  the  grants 
thereunto  annexed,  which  have  been  made 
either  by  Congress,  or  a  State,  or  a  Territory. 
The  old  bill  did  not  provide,  but  this  section 
rovides  now  that  such  lands  so  acquired  may 
e  mortgaged;  and  further,  any  which  may 
hereafter  be  acquired  from  any  Stato  or  Ter- 
ritory, or  the  nation. 
Mr.  CONKLING.  May  be  mortgaged. 
Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  May.be  mort- 
gaged ;  that  is  to  say,  all  the  roads  now  con- 
tomplatod ;  all  the  lands  that  are  contemplated 
now  to  be  acquired ;  grants  already  made  may 
be  mortgaged;  and  ful  the  lands  that  here- 
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after  may  be  granted  to  anj  railrosc  {.-- 
pany 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut  In  the  IV:: 
States,  anywhere. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maioe.  In  the  Cr. 
States,  by  the  Government  of  the  Ua :. 
States,  by  a  State,  or  by  a  Territory,  mis  l^ 
be  acquired  and  mortgaged. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  the  Senator  wia,.- 
don  me  a  moment,  does  he  msan  to  ts^r.  < 
the  question  asked  by  the  Senator  froia  • 
necticut,  that  under  this  bill  not  odIj  thu  c  i. 
pany,  but  all  other  companies  in  the  U-^^. 
States,  whether  in  connection  with  it — 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  No;ib«(S!r 
pany  may  consolidato  with  anj  in  the  II  . 
States 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  TbeSe^^r 
from  Connecticut  did  not  saj  any  sacb  '■'^':: 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Well,  I  sik  the  Sadv 
from  Maine  where  my  error  was?  He:-' 
stated  it  just  as  I  understood  him,  thii  i:  • 
gives  them  the  right  to  mortgage  aii  tbrf-att 
now  and  all  they  may  acquire  hereafter. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  All  ther  si; 
acquire  by  what? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Either  in  their  own  n;: 
or  in  the  right  of  any  company  with  wbos  u-, 
connect  and  oooperato  in  this  reotare. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Any  compiai 
that  may  hereafter  be  incorporated? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  For  this  pnt^..  :if 
this  venture. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  For  vhit  p? 
pose? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  For  the  parpose  m 
inated  in  this  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  AU  I  metm. 
say  is  this  :  this  contomplates  the  mortgifi^^^ 
of  all  the  lands  of  any  companies,  nauuci. 
State,  or  territorial,  with  which  they  oovbk^ 
a  right  to  connect,  and  of  any  coop&iiy  :^ 
may  hereafter  be  incorporated  thai  has  li:: 

f  rants.  It  extends  itself  to  the  indefiniie  tour: 
hat  is  what  it  does  undoubtedly.   Tfie  (^zer 
tiou  is  whether  it  is  a  good  thing  to  do. 

Mr.  SCOTT.     If  the  Senator  from  Mi^ 
will  recollect,  upon  the  motion  of  theSeoit' 
from  Vermont  an  amendment  was  iocor;  ' 
ated,  which  expressly  limits  the  pown  o: '-.^ 
company  to  consolidate  those  companies  t^ 
are  now  in  existence.     That  being  the  ihw 
tion,  he  put  the  words  * 'lawfully  aothorke^ 
in  the  amendment.     I  do  not  snppoK  > 
Senator  from  Maine  has  it  before  him. 
Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.    No;  1  bat.c  l 
Mr.  SCOTT.    The  words  »•  lawfully  ai"' 
ized''  were  incorporated  io  that  ameodsi?' 
which  confines  the  power  of  tfaecompaaj.  i<:> 
was  not  already  confined,  to  conaolidaiionwit^ 
companies   with   which  it  was  anthoriiw  i- 
consolidate  by  the  original  set.    It  gi'^^  ^ 
new  power  of  consolidation  with  coopwi" 
hereatler  to  be  incorporated.  , 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  thatu*^^  i 
suggest  to  my  honorable  friend  thaitooit' 
this  harmonize  the  word  "hereatler''  shw-^ 
most  obviously  be  stricken  oaU 

Mr.  SCOTT.  That  applies  only  w  ji^^^ 
quisition  of  lands  by  these  companies  lh*t-K 
power  to  mortgage  the  lands  may  be  incmi 
The  company  may  exercise  the  power  of  i«= 
solidation  already  granted,  and  maj  aeq^-^' 
those  lands ;  and  this  provider  ihat  «» 
acquired  the  power  to  mortgage  shall  intJJ 
them.  .   . 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Does  the  t^ 
orable  Senator  mean  to  say  to  the  S«n*^"r 
aside  from  the  power  of  acquiring  laa*!*  ^? 
consolidating,  a  power  which  ia  g»«o  °*/ 
this  company  is  authorized  to  acquire  ui>' 
for  any  other  purpose  or  in  any  other  way 

Mr.  SCOTT,  If  the  Senator  bad  perojij^^ 
me  I  wished  to  add  another  sentence.  » -  - 
this  bUl  was  originally  before  the  P«»°^,^ 
road  Committee,  as  all  its  members  wiii  ^ 
oUect,  the  question  was  started  whether  i . 
legislation  would  not  be  ueceasary,  ufl<i«{^ 
peculiar  terms  of  the  oonstitutioo  of  to«  ^ 
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if  Texas,  to  vest  these  lands  b^  an  indefeas- 
ble  title  in  that  road  with  which  consolida- 
ion  waa  contemplated,  the  road  incorporated 
ly  the  Legislature  of  Texas.  If  that  be  so, 
r  that  constituiional  question  in  Texas  be 
letermined  in  one  way,  then  this  language 
rill  be  necessary  to  authorize  the  mortgaging 
if  lands  acquired  under  the  Texas  grant  |  so 
hat  it  will  be  necessary  in  that  point  of  view, 
f  in  no  other. ' 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
•(I  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
iiont  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  ask  for  the 
eas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  hope  that  amendment 
vill  prevail.  It  is  to  strike  out  '^  or  hereafler 
nay  be  made." 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  shall  not  vote  for  that 
imendment  unless  some  Senator  can  convince 
ne  that  I  am  mistaken  as  to  the  effect  of  the 
:Iause.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  clause  pro- 
>osed  by  the  committee,  with  or  without  the 
amendment  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
Dont,  does  essentially  transform  the  charsc- 
er  of  this  corporation.  The  company  as  we 
created  it,  I  suppose,  was  a  railroad  company, 
i  company  authorized  to  build  a  railroad,  and 
mdowed  with  a  grant  of  land  for  that  pur- 
>ose.  This  amendment  of  the  committee,  it 
teems  to  me,  transforms  it  into  a  land  com- 
>any,  a  company  for  the  purpose  and  it  may 
urn  out  for  the  sole  purpose  of  speculating 
n  land.  Of  course  I  suppose,  though  I  have 
lot  the  original  grant  before  me,  that  if  they 
lo  not  build  the  road  they  will  not  hold  that 
rrant;  that  vrili  probably  revert  to  the  United 
itates;  but  they  will  hold,  in  spite  of  that 
iftct,  such  lands  as  they  may  purchase,  and  as 
hey  may  purchase  under  the  very  terms  of 
his  amendment.  The  very  bonds  you  au- 
horize  them  to  issue  based  upon  the  hope, 
ipon  the  public  hope,  that  a  road  will  be 
>uilt,  they  may  use  in  torn,  if  they  can  get  any 
credit  for  them,  in  buying  other  lands  either 
Vom  individuals  or  from  any  State  or  anybody 
ilse  who  is  authorized  to  convey. 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  seems  to  me  that  the 
character  of  this  amendment  moved  by  the  com- 
nittee  is  misunderstood.  It  certainly  does  not 
sonfer  any  new  power  npon  this  company  to 
acquire  land;  it  is  not  intended  for  that  pur- 
>o8e ;  but  it  provides  that  if  the  company  shall 
lereafter  acqaire  land  in  methods  now  already 
srovided  for,  that  land  may  be  included  in  this 
nortgage  along  with  the  rest. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  Will  the  Sen- 
iter  allow  me  to  interrupt  him  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.     Yes,  sir. 

•Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  beg  the 
Senator  to  examine  closely  that  amendment, 
this  companv  do  not  expect  to  get  any  more 
ands  grantea  by  the  United  States  ;  nobody 
expects  that  All  theacquisitions  they  expect 
:o  make  hereafter  are  within  the  State  of 
fexas.  Those  lands  are  not  to  be  put  in  the 
•onstruction  bonds  at  all.  The  Senator  will 
lotice  that  they  are  kept  out,  reserved  to  be 
)ut  into  land  bonds.  They  propose  to  use 
he  land  obtained  from  the  United  States  for 
he  purpose  of  obtaining  money  we  may  sap- 
)ose  to  buy  land  in  Texas.  That  is  the  danger  I 
ipprehend,  and  there  is  no  limit  to  the  com- 
)any,  you  will  find  in  other  sections  of  the  bill. 
iy  the  charter  of  companies  which  they  ex- 
lect  to  consolidate  with,  or  to  make  arrange- 
nent  to  get  possession  of,  they  are  authorized 

0  operate  under  those  charters,  not  under 
his;  and  those  charters  authorize  the  com- 
pany to  buy  land  without  limit.  They  can  go 
nto  the  market  and  buy  a  million  acres  of 
and  and  hold  it  up  if  they  choose. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  that  abase  represented 
»y  the  Senator  exists,  it  exists  under  present 
barters,  and  this  bill  does  not  affect  the  ex- 
en  t  of  it  one  way  or  the  other.    The  original 

1  barter  containea  this  provision : 

"That the  said  Ttxas  Pacific  Ballroad  Oompany 


shall  have  power  and  lawful  authority  to  porohase 
the  stock,  land  grants,  franchises,  and  apparten- 
anees  of,  and  consolidntc  on  such  terms  as  may  be 
agreed  npon  between  the  parties,  with  any  railroad 
company  or  companies  neretofore  chartered  by 
congressional.  State,  or  territorial  authority  "— 

Employing  the  same  language  now  in  the 
new  amendment — 

"  on  the  route  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  honorable  Senator 
will  allow  me,  I  will  point  out  a  difference. 
It  may  buy  these  railroad  charters  out  of  its  own 
bonds.  The  pending  bill  authorizes  the  com- 
pany to  isKue  bonds,  and  to  use  those  bonds 
for  the  purpose  of  buying  up  other  railroads. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  remark  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  does  not  apply  to  what  is 
contained  in  this  amendment  or  in  this  sec- 
tion. It  may  have  force  as  applied  to  another 
part  of  this  bill,  but  not  to  the  part  under  dis- 
cussion. I  simply  meant  to  show  that  as  the 
law  now  stands  this  company  has  the  right  to 
make  these  consolidations,  and  the  amend- 
ment proposed  is  this :  that  if  it  does,  the  land 
it  acquires  along  with  those  companies  shall 
be  put  into  this  mortgage  along  with  the  rest ; 
ana  that  is  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  beg  the 
Senator^s  pardon.  You  will  find  that  the 
amendment  does  not  authorize  them  to  put 
that  land  in  the  construction  bonds.  Let  him 
read  it  now  carefully  and  he  will  see  it  does 
not  authorize  that. 

Mr.  MORTON.  As  the  charter  now  stands 
this  company  has  the  right  to  make  these  con- 
solidations. As  the  charter  now  stands  it  must 
mortgage  these  lands  to  secure  one  bond  and 
mortgage  the  road  to  secure  another  bond. 
The  object  of  the  amendment  is  to  allow  both 
the  road  and  the  land  to  secure  one  bond  and 
make  that  a  good  bond :  for  I  am  told  they 
cannot  sell  the  b  'uds  if  tney  are  made  in  the 
way  proposed  by  the  original  charter  two 
bonds.  They  must  be  authorized  to  make  one 
bond  and  put  all  the  security  in  it  that  they  see 
proper.  The  simple  effect  of  this  amendment 
is  that  if  they  shall  hereafter  make  consolid- 
ations in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
original  charter  as  the  law  now  exists  the 
lands  they  may  acquire  along  with  those  con- 
solidations may  be  put  into  this  one  mortgage 
to  make  it  a  good  bond.  They  have  the  right 
to  acquire  the  land  if  they  make  the  consolid- 
ations, and  they  havp  the  right  to  acquire  the 
lands  to  be  hereafler  acquired  by  those  com- 
panies. There  is  no  question  about  that.^  But 
the  simple  effect  of  the  amendment  is  to 
enable  them  to  take  those  lands  and  put  them 
into  this  mortgage.  They  have  got  the  right 
to  acquire  them.  There  is  no  change  in  the 
power  on  that  subject. 

The  whole  object  of  the  amendment,  as  I 
understand  it,  is  to  enable  them  to  take  all 
their  assets;  I  ask  the  attention  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  to  that  point.  This  makes  no 
change  of  the  right  to  acquire.  The  right  to 
consolidate  and  to  acquire  whatever  the  con- 
solidated company  has  got  is  given  by  the 
original  charter.  The  only  effect  of  this 
amendment  is  to  authorize  the  company  to 
take  all  their  assets  they  may  have  now  or  that 
they  may  hereafter  acquire  and  put  them  inter 
one  n^ortgage  to  secure  one  kind  of  bond. 
That  is  the  whole  of  it,  as  I  understand.  It 
confers  no  new  power  to  acquire  at  all. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  so  un- 
derstand it.  I  understand  that  any  of  these 
additional  railroads  spoken  of  may  have  or 
may  acquire  additional  rights  from  Congress, 
from  a  State,  or  from  a  Territory,  and  that 
they  may  then,  by  any  arrangement  they  see 
fit,  mortgage  them  for  the  security  of  their 
bonds. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  wish  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion ia  the  way  of  amendment  to  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
already  adopted,  which  may  perhaps  remove, 
to  some  extent  at  least,  the  objections  which 
prompted  the  amendment  of  his  which  now 


is  under  consideration.  I  understand  that  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  was 
prompted  by  an  apprehension  opon  his  part 
of  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  that  mi^ht 
be  acquired  either  in  the  way  of  consolidation 
with  other  companies  in  the  future,  or  in  the 
way  of  lands  obtained  through  such  companies, 
and  he  has  already  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  Senate  to  insert,  after  the  word  *' con- 
solidation," in  line  thirteen,  the  words  **  law- 
fully authorized."  That  lawful  authority  re- 
fers, of  course,  to  the  authority  conferred  in 
the  act  of  Congress  of  March  8,  1871,  by 
which  the  Texas  Pacific  road  was  chartered. 
In  order  to  make  the  meaning  of  it  quite  plain 
beyond  doubt,  i  propose  to  sSd,  if  there  is  no 
objection,  after  the  word  **  authorized,"  these 
words  *'by  said  act  of  March 8, 1871,"  which 
is  the  act  mentioned  in  the  title  of  the  bill. 
That  would  limit  any  acquisition  in  the  way 
of  consolidation  or  lands  to  the  precise  case 
provided  for  and  authorized  by  the  act  of 
March  8,  1871. 

Mr.  STEWART.  There  is  no  objection  to 
that.     It  is  all  right. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  suggests,  pending  the  vote  on 
the  amendment  now  before  the  Senate  as  an 
amendment  to  the  previous  amendment,  that 
it  shall  be  modified  by  inserting  afcer  the  word 
'^authorized,"  the  words  ''by  said  act  of 
March  8,  1871."  If  there  be  no  objection  the 
previous  amendment  will  be  modified  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  California,  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  stating  that  he 
does  not  object  to  it.  The  question  recurs  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
to  the  amendment 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  this  is  a  modification  of  the  amend- 
ment under  consideration  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  a  modifi- 
cation  of  the  previous  amendment  which  the 
Senator  from  California  suggested  might  obvi- 
ate some  difficulty,  and  it  was  assented  to  by 
the  chairman  of  the  committee.  The  question 
now  seems  on  the  amendment  t<^  the  amend- 
ment, to  strike  out,  notwithstanding  the  modi- 
fication, the  words  "or  may  hereafter  be 
made." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  been  at  a  loss, 
although  I  have  eiven  a  little  time  to  this  bill, 
to  understand  what  the  defect  of  the  old  law 
is,  what  it  is  that  Congress  is  called  on  to 
remedy.  I  have  read  over  several  times  the 
old  law,  and  1  am  not  sure  that  I  know,  and  I 
think  no  member  of  this  body  has  yet  stated, 
what  the  difficulty  is  with  the  old  law.  What 
is  it  that  the  company  want  to  do  now  that 
they  cannot  do  under  that  law  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Will  the  Senator  permit  me 
to  answer  there? 

Mr.  HARLAN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  They  wish  to  put  into  their 
construction  mortgage  lands  in  addition  to 
the  road-bed  and  franchises.  They  cannot 
put  in  the  lands  now.     That  is  one  point. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  oerhaps  that  that 
was  alluded  to  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Texas  when  he  stated  that  the  two  bonds  could 
be  made  and  sold  at  the  same  time.  And,  by 
the  way,  the  answer  was  somewhat  pertinent, 
for  I  believe  that  is  the  precise  course  that 
railroad  companies  heretofore  have  pursued 
when  they  owned  land.  The  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  pursued  the  course  sug- 
gested by  the  honorable  Senator  from  Texas 
and  did  succeed  in  building  the  road.  I 
understand  that  the  company  building  the 
Kansas  Pacific  railroad  pursued  the  same 
course.  They  issued  what  they  called  con- 
struction bonds  and  also  land  bondS)  and  those 
bonds  were  sold,  money  was  raised,  and  the 
road  built.  That  road  has  been  built,  I  think, 
some  seven  or  eight  hundred  miles  from  the 
State  of  Kansas  by  way  of  Denver  to  Chey- 
enne, on  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  rail- 
road.   If  oUier  companies  are  able  to  sell 
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bonds  of  the  precise  character  provided  for 
by  the  law  of  1871,  why  is  it  that  this  com- 
pany is  anable  to  do  so?  What  are  the  im- 
f sediments?  What  new  difficulty  has  arisen? 
f  there  is  not  something  that  the  company 
desires  which  has  not  yet  been  stated,  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  there  is  no  necessity  at  all  for 
the  passage  of  this  bill.  If  you  will  read  the 
section  to  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
California  allnded,  it  seems  to  me  it  gives  all 
the  antbority  and  power,  so  far  as  it  has  been 
developed,  that  the  company  should  need. 
The  fourth  section  of  the  act  says : 

That  the  said  Tezu  Paoiflo  Railroad  Company 
■ball  have  power  and  lawful  authority  to  purohaie 
the  stock,  land  srants,  franchises,  and  appurten- 
ances of,  and  consolidate  on  such  terms  as  may  be 
ayreed  upon  hetween  the  parties,  with  any  railroad 
company  or  companies  heretofore  chartered  by  con- 
gressional, State,  or  territorial  authority,  on  the 
route  prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  ibis  act. 

That  law  gives  the  authority  to  consolidate 
with  any  companies  heretofore  authorized. 
This  amendment,  if  it  should  not  be  amended, 
authorizes  them  to  consolidate  with  companies 
that  may  hereafter  acquire  land  grants.  If  that 
is  not  the  object,  then  this  amendment  ought 
not  to  be  adopted ;  and  they  may  conform  in 
that  respect  with  the  existing  law. 

But  there  may  be  another  purpose  in  it. 
The  old  law  requires  these  consolidations  to 
be  made  with  companies  along  the  line  named 
in  the  law ;  that  is.  from  the  eastern  to  the 
western  terminus.  Now,  it  may  be  that  this 
company  desires  to  consolidate  with  some 
other  railroads  located  elsewhere,  roads  hav- 
ing connections  further  east  or  further  north 
or  further  south.  If  this  is  the  object,  let  it 
be  developed,  let  the  Senate  know  precisely 
what  this  company  wants,  and,  if  it  is  right,  I 
have  no  doubt  the  Senate  will  grant  it.  If 
they  merely  want  to  consolidate  with  other 
companies  lying  alon^  the  line  of  the  road 
from  the  point  named  in  Texas  to  the  point 
named  on  the  Pacific  coast,  It  does  seem  to 
me  they  have  the  power  in  the  law  that  I  have 
read.  The  very  thing  that  they  ask  to  have 
authority  to  do  is  granted  in  that  law.  What 
else  do  they  want?  If  it  is  not  authority  to 
consolidate  with  companies  whose  roads  lie 
elsewhere,  and  to  secure  grants  of  land  here- 
after to  be  made,  why  is  this  portion  of  the 
pendingbill  before  the  Senate? 

Mr.  rresident,  there  are  some  other  fea- 
tures of  this  bill  that  strike  me  as  a  little 
strange 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  to  call  the  Senator's 
attention  (and  I  do  it  the  more  freely  because 
he  is  a  member  of  the  committee  that  reported 
this  bill,  and  could  eive  the  information  as  well 
as  any  member  of  tne  committee)  to  the  fact — 
and  it  is  a  fact  which  he  can  hardly  have  for- 
gotten— that  an  amendment  proposed  by  the 
committee  on  the  fourth  page  meets  the  very 
question  which  he  has  put;  and  that  is  to  insert 
the  Words  **  on  the  line  authorized  by  the  ori- 
ginal act,''  which  confines  the  power  of  con- 
solidation to  the  very  territonr  which  he  says 
it  ought  to  be  confined  to.  Certainly  the  Sen- 
ator is  aware  of  the  fact  that  a  member  of  the 
committee  was  directed  to  propose  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  the  honorable  Senator  for  reminding  me 
that  I  am  a  member  of  the  committee,  and 
that  perhaps  renders  it  proper  for  me  to  say 
that  1  had  not  the  good  fortune  to  be  present 
when  this  bill  was  reported  by  the  committee, 
nor  when  it  was  originally  considered.  It  has 
since,  however,  been  considered  for  a  few 
minutes  informally  in  the  committee  when  the 
bill  was  not  properly  before  it,  and  the  sug- 
gestion was  made  by  the  committee  that  some 
member  of  the  committee  should  move  to 
amend  the  bill  in  the  particular  that  the  hon- 
orable Senator  indicates.  But  that  does  not 
obviate  the  point  under  discussion  at  this 
time.  The  amendment  proposed  is  to  strike 
out  that  part  of  this  bill  which  would  enable 
this  company  to  procure  lands  hereafter  to  be 
granted.    That  was  not  in  the  original  law. 


This,  then,  is  a  proposition  to  put  something 
in  the  bill  that  is  not  in  the  law.     Is  there  any 

Fropriety  in  it?  Is  there  any  necessity  for  it? 
f  there  is  a  necessity  for  it,  let  it  be  developed ; 
let  us  know  what  company  it  is  in  embryo  that 
is  hereafter  to  be  spoken  into  life  by  some 
future  legislation  either  of  Congress  or  of 
some  State  or  Territory. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Texas  says 
that  he  fears  that  if  this  phraseology  is  not 
put  in  for  the  purpose,  it  at  least  will  enable 
this  company  or  some  other  company  that 
may  hereafter  purchase  this  road  to  buy  up 
the  school  lands  of  that  State  with  the  bonds 
that  are  to  be  issued  under  this  bill  now  pend- 
ing. If  those  apprehensions  are  well  founded, 
it  is  a  good  reason  for  scanning  every  phrase 
in  this  bill  very  narrowly,  and  putting  no  more 
in  the  bill  than  is  really  necessary  to  enable 
this  company  to  proceed  and  do  the  work  con- 
templated by  the  existing  law.  If  there  are 
defects  in  the  law,  and  the  company  is  unable 
to  proceed  under  the  law  to  build  the  road,  a 
work  that  is  very  desirable,  then  of  course 
every  member  of  this  body  ought  to  be  willing 
to  remove  the  defects.  The  only  defect  namea 
thus  far  is  that  under  the  old  law  provision  is 
made  for  two  kinds  of  bonds,  construction 
bonds  and  land  grant  bonds ;  and  that,  it  is 
said,  or  is  supposed  by  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  is  an  impediment  to  construction  of 
the  road.  It  was  not  an  impediment  so  far 
as  I  have  heard  with  other  roads.  Some  two 
thousand  miles  of  road  from  Omaha  to  Sacra- 
mento have  been  built  under  just  such  a  law, 
and  the  company  issued  the  two  kind  of  bonds. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  With  the  exception,  the  hon- 
orable Senator  will  permit  me  to  suggest  to 
him,  that  that  road  had  so' many  thousand  dol- 
lars per  mile  in  the  bonds  of  the  United  States 
given  to  it  npon  which  it  could  construct  the 
road.  This  road  has  none — must  raise  its 
money  upon  its  own  securities. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  aware  of  that,  and  I 
am  obliged  to  the  Senator  for  naming  it ;  but 
that  does  not  touch  the  particular  point  under 
discussion  of  two  kinds  of  bonds.  They  issued 
their  construction  bonds  and  issued  their  land 
grant  bonds,  and  sold  the  two  in  the  market. 
The  second  road  to  which  I  have  referred  was 
entitled  to  some  bonds  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  the  eastern  end  of  its  line,  but  it  built  some 
four  or  five  hundred  miles  over  the  most  diffi- 
cult part  of  the  line  without  any  bonds  from 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
land  grant  alone. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  Senator 
a  question  for  information, 

Mr.  HARLAN.    Certainly. 

Mr.  HOWB.  I  ask  whether  that  company 
did  issue  its  construction  bonds  and  its  land 
grant  bonds  as  a  matter  of  choice,  or  was  it  a 
matter  of  compulsion  under  the  law  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  never  heard  of  any  dif- 
ficulty on  the  subject,  and  am,  therefore,  un- 
able to  answer  correctly  the  interrogatory  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  That 
they  sold  the  bonds,  raised  the  money,  built 
the  road,  is  a  fact  demonstrated  by  history. 
The  road  has  been  built  and  is  in  use,  and  I 
never  heard  of  any  impediment  growing  out 
of  the  fact  to  which  the  Senator  has  referred. 
Hence,  I  do  not  think  that  that  is  the  only  rea- 
son for  the  presence  of  this  bill  nor  the  chief 
reason.  If  that  were  the  only  reason,  I  do  not 
believe  the  company  would  have  come  before 
Congress  at  this  time  for  an  amendment  of 
the  law  passed  only  a  year  ago. 

There  is  another  provision  of  the  bill  which 

seems  to  me  to  throw  light  on  this  point     It 

is  found  on  the  third  page  : 

Provided,  That  the  aforesaid  bonds  and  the 
authorised  capital  stock,  or  the  proceeds  thereof 
shall  be  applied  only  fer  the  purpose  of  s^uriiiff  the 
construction,  operation,  and  equipment  of  the  con- 
templated railroad  line — 

So  far  it  is  nearly  a  copy  of  the  provision  of 
the  old  law.  Under  tne  old  law  they  are 
authorized  to  use  these  bonds  for  the  purpose 


of  constructing  and  equipping  and  operatiiii; 
the  line  of  road  named  in  the  law  from  Mar- 
shall, Texas,  to  San  Diego,  od  the  Pacibe 
coast.  It  seems  something  more  is  needed 
now,  and  that  I  suppose  is  hinted  at,  althougt 
not  very  clearly  stated,  in  the  following 
phrases : 

Under  oontraots  with  such  partica.  and  on  nzh 
terms  and  conditions  as  said  eompan;  maydeeai 
needful,  and  for  the  farther  purpose  of  purchaae.  cod- 
solidation.  completion,  cauipment,  anaoperatint  of 
other  roads,  as  contemplated  by  said  act,  aad  for 
the  expenses  necessary  and  inetdent  to  the  works 
anthonxed  thereby. 

I  do  not  know  what  all  that  means.  Here  it 
is  clear  that  they  are  authorized  to  sell  these 
bonds  and  use  the  proceeds  of  tfaem  for  some 
other  purpose  than  the  constraction  and  com- 
pletion ot  the  road  named  in  the  ezistiog  lav^ 
from  Marshall,  Texas,  to  the  Pacific  coa«t.  on 
or  near  the  thirly-second  parallel.  Whether 
it  is  clearly  stated  in  this  phraseology  or  not,  I 
do  not  know,  but  here  it  evidently  is  contem- 
plated that  they  shall  be  anthorised  to  por- 
chase  some  road  or  roads  : 

And  for  the  farther  purpose  of  purchase.  eon§ol* 
idation,  completion,  equipmeot,  suad  opwatioa  of 
other  roads. 

It  is  true  the  phrase  follows,  '*aacootem- 
plated.  by  said  act.''  Now,  whether  that 
would  confine  them  to  the  coostractioa.  the 
completion,  the  equipment,  and  operation  of 
a  line  from  Marshall,  Texas,  to  San  Diego,  in 
California,  is  a  question  for  lawyerato  decide. 
It  does  seem  to  me  that  there  may  be  a  par- 
pose  in  this,  or  it  may  be  so  eoostraed.  if  tbt:re 
be  no  such  purpose  in  the  mind  of  the  party 
that  drew  it,  as  would  enable  this  company  to 
sell  the  prospective  land  granted  ooder  th« 
law  of  1871,  apply  the  proceeda  to  the  pur- 
chase of  other  railroads  and  their  equipment 
and  operation,  and  permit  them  (without  a 
violation  of  the  charter  or  the  loaa  of  a  sioci-* 
dollar  of  property)  to  abandon  the  whole  work, 
to  abandon  the  entire  line  from  Marshall  u> 
San  Diego.  They  may  put  in  every  dollar  oi' 
these  bonds,  as  far  as  I  can  see,  after  havine 
read  with  some  care  the  old  law  and  this  bi^i, 
if  this  bill  shall  become  a  law,  without  bniid 
ing  a  mile  of  the  main  line  of  road  for  whiczi 
the  old  law  was  passed. 

I  suppose  this  was  not  the  paipoee  of  any 
member  of  the  committee  nor  of  the  party, 
whoever  he  may  have  been,  that  framed  the 
bill ;  but  it  is  so  loosely  drawn  that  it  does 
seem  to  me  that  very  few  are  able  to  compre- 
hend its  specific  scope.  If  it  is  not  the  iatea- 
tion  to  enable  them  to  hypothecate  theae  buds 
and  raise  money  on  the  bonds  to  bay  up  other 
railroads,  then  change  the  phraseology,  say  §•• 
at  once ;  but  take  this  provision  in  conoect!  c 
with  the  amendment  now  pending,  and  it  seecDS 
to  me  it  will  show  its  pertinence.  If  it  is  the 
purpose  to  buy  np  some  other  roada  or  laed 
grants  that  have  been  made  or  idkall  be  here- 
after made,  and  to  buv  them  with  the  hoodft 
that  shall  be  issued  under  this  act,  the  amend- 
ment perhaps  ought  to  be  adopted,  this  phraie 
ought  to  be  kept  in.  Then  we  put  them  in  a 
condition  to  be  able  to  buy  all  fnture  graux 
all  the  grants  that  may  hereafter  be  miade  by 
Congress  or  by  a  State  or  by  a  Territory,  or  wfa>c^ 
may  possibly  be  acquired  by  *a  cooaolidaiioa 
with  some  other  railroad  company.  We  oog hi 
to  know  precisely  what  we  are  called  on  to  d  j. 
If  there  is  some  other  railroad  with  whirk 
this  railroad  desires  to  consolidate,  and  it  ii 
is  necessary  to  have  the  consent  of  Congress 
for  such  consolidation,  name  the  road.  Lk 
us  know  where  it  lies.  Let  us  Tote  for  tai^ 
bill  with  eyes  wide  open.  Let  as  specs ty  ta 
the  law  the  thing  to  be  done  and  the  manntf 
of  doing  it. 

There  is  one  other  provision   in  the  Uv 

of  1871,  that  I  snppose  may  hare  been  fona^ 

onerous,  and  I  will  call  attention  to  that  at 

I  am  on  my  feet.     It  is   the  twentieth   »e~ 

tion  of  the  act,  foond  in  the  sixteenth  volase 

of  the  Statutes  at-Large,  page  679 : 

*'  That  it  shall  not  be  lawfhl  for  an;r  of  th«  direei- 
ors,  either  in  their  individual  eapaettr,  or  as  ■&«»' 
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>on  of  an  iooorporated  or  joint  stock  oompany.  to 
nake  any  contraot«  or  agreements  with  the  said 
L'exaa  Pacific  Kailroad  Company  for  the  oonstruo- 
ioD,  equipment,  or  mnniug  of  its  road,  or  to  have 
my  intereat  therein;  and  all  such  contracts  or 
igreetnents  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void,  and 
dl  money  or  property  received  under  such  contracts 
tr  agreements  may  be  recovered  back  for  the  benefit 
»f  the  company  by  any  stockholder." 

While  I  am  on  the  subject  I  will  call  attea* 
ion  to  the  proTision  of  this  bill  on  that  point. 
t  pt-ovidea  that  this  company  '*  may  contract 
vith  SQch  parties  and  on  sneh  terms  and  con- 
litions  as  said  company  may  deem  needful/' 
i  dwell  on  this  vith  the  more  liberty  {h)m  this 
ionsideration,  and  the  Senate  will  see  that  I 
im  right  when  I  name  it:  this  law  of  1871 
vas  prepared  with  great  care.  The  commit- 
ee  sat  day  after  day  in  considering  its  every 
trovision,  and  they  attempted  to  guard  in 
raming  that  law  against  some  of  the  evils 
hat  were  found  to  exist  under  the  law  pro- 
riding  for  the  construction  of  the  Union  Pa- 
iific  road.  One  of  those  evils  was  found  to 
)e  that  under  that  law  the  company  had 
uithority  to  make  contracts  with  its  own  offi- 
cers. Under  another  name  the  president, 
rice  president,  and  directors  formed  a  con- 
itruction  company,  secured  some  kind  of  a 
corporate  authority,  and  made  a  contract  with 
he  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  build 
he  roadi  as  some  i>eopIe  think,  at  outrageous 
>nce8. 

Some  people  think  that  the  margin  between 
be  real  cost  of  that  road  and  the  contract  price 
enabled  these  directors  to  amass  fortunes  at 
he  expense  of  the  stockholders.  The  nien 
>laced  over  the  fUuds  subscribed  by  the  stock- 
lolders.  their  trnstees,  made  contracts  with 
hemselves  for  the  disbursement  of  the  money, 
ind,  as  some  people  think,  at  outraKeous 
>rice8,  by  means  of  which  they  amassed  for- 
unes  at  the  expense  of  the  stockholders, 
^ow,  to  £uard  against  the  possibility  of  such 
in  evil  in  this  case,  the  Committee  on  the 
Pacific  Railroad  frame  that  section  with  some 
care,  with  a  view  of  cotnpelHng  the  officers  of 
his  company  to  act  in  their  true  capacity  of 
>er8on8  standing  in  trust  for  others,  as  guard- 
ans  of  the  money  placed  in  their  hands  for  the 
construction  of  a  specific  work ;  but  if  this  bill 
thall  be  passed,  it  will,  as  I  suppose,  wipe  out 
hat  provision.  It  tnay  be  that  parties  who 
ire  privy  to  the  drafting  of  this  bill  had  that 
)bject  in  view.  They  may  want  to  make  con- 
racts  with  themselves  to  build  this  road.  They 
nay  have  a  fancy  that  directors  of  other  rail- 
cad  companies  have  amassed  fortunes  in  this 
ray  ;  and  that  if  it  was  right  for  others  to 
lo  so  it  would  be  right  for  them. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  is  it  strange  that 
nembers  of  this  body  are  a  little  surprised  at 
he  provisions  of  this  bill,  when  no  member 
»f  the  Senate  has  stated  any  substantial  rea- 
on  for  recasting  the  existing  law?  If  there 
H  a  real  defect  in  the  charter  as  it  now  stands 
n  the  statute-books,  let  it  be  stated,  and  then 
et  this  bill  be  framed  so  as  to  meet  that  de- 
ect  and  cure  it.  If  there  is  no  defhct  in  the 
iw,  if  Congress  ha«  granted  in  that  law  all  it 
1  tended  to  grant  ana  all  it  ought  to  grant  to 
company  for  the  construction  of  this  partic- 
lar  road,  then  this  bill  ought  to  be  indefi- 
itely  postponed.  If  some  material  power  has 
een  omitted,  the  omission  of  which  proves 
3  be  a  stumbling-block  in  the  way  oftbecom- 
any,  if  thev  are  unable  to  proceed,  then 
mend  it.  But  if  ^t  is  merely  to  enlarge  their 
owers  (br  the  purpose  of  acquiring  greater 
ominion,  greater  scope  of  authority  to  build 
>ad8  elsewhere,  then  it  is  due  to  every  mem- 
er  of  this  body  that  the  objects  be  named, 
lat  the  road  or  roads  with  which  thev  desire 
)  consolidate  should  be  mentioned  ana  natned 
1  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  the  Senator 
ill  allow  me  at  this  point,  and  it  will  not 
iten  upt  him,  I  should  like  to  make  an  inquiry 
f  him,  as  he  is  a  member  of  the  oommitteet 

Mr.  HARLAN.    It  is  no  interruption. 

Mr.  MORRILL)  of  Maine.    I  ask  the  ques^ 
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tiott  also  because  the  Senator  knows  the  rela- 
tion of  other  transcontinental  railways.  Tak- 
ing the  provision  on  which  the  Senator  has 
commented,  on  the  second  page,  fourteenth 
line,  **  or  may  hereafter  be  made."  putting  the 
interpretation  he  does  upon  it,  tnat  relates  to 
future  grants  now;  I  ask  whether  this  com- 
pany might  not  acquire  the  land  grant  to  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  railroad  ?  The  Senator 
is  aware  that  by  the  aet  of  1866  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  railway  is  to  proceed  on  the  thirty- 
fifth  parallel  and  reach  nearly  the  same  point 
at  the  boundary  of  California,  with  a  land 
grant  of  some  forty-six  million  acres.  I  do  not 
know  what  portion  of  it  is  in  the  Territories, 
but  the  whole  land  grant  is  about  that  sum. 
Now,  what  is  there  to  prevent,  upon  these 
terms,  the  union  of  these  two  companies,  and 
so  the  acquisition  of  both  land  grants  with  one 
road? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  understand  the  honor- 
able Senator's  question,  and  will  take  great 
pleasure  in  answering  it.  In  reply  1  would 
say  that  I  have  no  doubt  that  under  the  bill 
as  it  was  printed  the  company  could  consol- 
idate with  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  as  well  as  with  any  other  company. 
They  are  not  restricted  to  any  particular  com- 
pany ;  but  I  suppose,  in  order  to  do  this,  they 
would  have  pr  ibably  to  diverge  from  the  line 
originally  intended  and  build  into  it  or  build 
some  plug  road  into  it,  so  as  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  law  of  1871.  I  am  quite 
sure  that  it  is  not  the  intention  of  any  member 
of  the  cotnmittee  to  permit  this  company  to 
diverge  materially  from  the  line  named  in  the 
old  law.  As  the  honorable  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania has  already  stated  that  some  mem- 
ber of  the  committee,  perhaps  the  honorable 
Senator  himself,  was  directed  to  present  an 
amendment  confining  this  company  in  the 
construction  of  its  road  to  the  old  line,  I 
do  not  apprehend  the  contingency  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Maine  refers  to. 

In  a  measure  as  important  as  this  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  unreasonable  for  any  mem- 
ber of  this  bodv  to  ask  to  have  the  amend- 
ments presentea  and  printed  in  the  positions 
in  the  bill  that  the  committee  have  intended 
they  should  be  placed,  in  order  that  he  may 
be  able  to  see  the  effect  of  the  whole  bill  if 
these  amendments  should  be  adopted,  and  I 
am  inclined  to  favor  on  that  account  the  sug- 

festlon  made  by  the  honorable  Senator  from 
'exas  that  at  least  the  amendments  should  be 
presented  and  printed  and  the  bill  recom-' 
mitted,  or  that  it  go  over  until  the  Senate  can 
see  the  effect  of  the  proposed  amendments. 

Mr.  STEWART  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  It  is  quite  important 
that  there  should  be  a  short  executive  session 
this  afternoon,  in  order  that  we  may  confirm 
two  nominees  for  the  council  of  this  District. 
They  meet  on  Monday,  and  there  is  not  a 
quorum.  They  cannot  organise  unless  we  can 
confirm  them. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Nevada  is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  STEWART.  This  road  is  a  very  im- 
portant enterprise,  and  it  should  be  encour- 
aged and  facilitated.  The  western  end  will 
have  no  business  immediately.  The  building 
of  fifty  miles  a  year  there  is  more  than  any 
company  will  undertake  to  do.  We  would 
rather  have  something  done  on  the  other  end 
and  a  less  amount  done  on  the  western  end 
than  have  no  road  at  all.  That  is  the  way 
those  who  are  interested  in  it  feel  about  it. 
The  people  do  not  want  this  project  to  fail,  and 
one  necessity  for  legislation  is  to  relieve  the 
company  fVom  the  requirement  of  building 
fifty  miles  a  year  on  the  west  end. 

The  restrictions  in  the  act  were  very  well 
for  a  road  built  with  a  Government  subsidy, 
that  got  a  large  grant  of  bonds  as  the  Union 
Pacific  did,  under  which  they  made  a  pool 
known  as  the  Or^dii  MohUier^  and  made  con- 
tracts with  themselves  ;  but  in  order  that  this 
rond  should  be  built)  the  iddividualQ  who  pro* 


jected  it  have  put  their  own  money  in  it,  and 
they  ask  just  wnat  is  usual  with  corporations, 
that  they  may  use  their  own  money  when  they 
have  it.  It  is  necessary  that  somebody  should 
take  hold  of  this  and  put  money  in  it  and  give 
it  a  start;  but,  as  the  law  now  stands,  those 
who  do  so  are  unable  to  control  their  own 
money  Or  make  any  contracts  as  to  the  man- 
agement of  it,  or  send  any  trustees  to  make 
contracts  for  the  company  and  build  the  road 
as  other  companies  do.  If  the  trustees  them- 
selves made  a  pool  and  used  the  money  of  the 
stockholders,  of  course  they  would  be  liable  to 
the  parties  injured ;  but  to  say  that  a  man 
who  had  a  contract  shall  not  be  an  officer  of 
the  company^  when  thev  are  managing  their 
own  money,  is  idle ;  and  nothing  can  be  done 
under  such  a  law. 

No  land  can  be  obtained  from  the  Govern- 
ment  until  a  very  large  amount  of  money  is 
spent.  From  the  terminus  in  Texas  they  have 
to  build  six  or  seven  hundred  miles  before 
they  will  get  any  Government  land.  Why  put 
restrictions  on  their  proceedings  there?  On 
the  western  end  they  have  to  construct  some 
two  hnndred  miles  before  they  will  get  land, 
because  it  is  a  desert.  They  are  not  going  to 
make  these  speculations  with  the  money  of 
the  Government,  but  it  will  be  with  the  money 
they  put  in  themselves:  and  I  do  not  see  why 
they  should  not  be  allowed  to  make  almost 
any  arrangement  they  find  it  possible  to  make 
in  order  to  construct  this  road.  If  they  do 
not  construct  the  road,  if  they  do  not  put 
money  in  it  themselves,  they  will  get  nothing 
out,  and  the  contractors  will  get  nothing  out, 
and  what  Uiey  get  from  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  will  not  come  until  .after 
they  have  put  in  five  times  the  value  of  it  in 
their  own  money  so  as  to  get  to  a  point  where 
they  can  reach  any  Government  lands,  and 
then  they  get  very  little. 

I  do  not  think  the  bill  as  it  is  would  be  dan- 
gerous at  all.  Although  I  was  not  present 
when  the  bill  was  reported,  still  I  am  oesirous 
of  having  some  amendments  that  shall  con- 
fine this  power  of  combination  to  roads  along 
the  original  line ;  and  we  have  agreed  to  amend 
it  so  that  they  shall  not  go  outside  to  form 
combinations,  but  shall  confine  Cheir  organ- 
ization to  those  that  are  along  the  line. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  Allow  me  to 
ask  a  question. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  ask  if  one 
of  the  amendments  pending  now  is  not  to  take 
the  road  off  the  line  of  thirty-two  degrees,  a 
degree  north,  to  carry  it  through  the  town  of 
Dallas^  Texas,  which  is  in  about  the  thirty- 
third  degree  of  latitude? 

Mr.  STEWART.  No ;  we  propose  to  con- 
fine it  before  we  get  through  to  the  original 
line,  and  that  their  power  to  combine  shall  be 
confined  to  the  line. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  But  by  the  fifth 
section  this  company  is  authorized  to  consol- 
idate with  the  Grand  Tower  and  San  Diego 
Pacific  Railroad  Comnany,  which  does  run  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Dallas. 

Mr.  STEWART.  That  is  a  connecting 
link  with  a  road  that  runs  east,  rather  than 
anything  else.  It  does  not  run  on  the  main 
line ;  it  is  to  come  in  and  run  east  so  as  to 
give  an  eastern  connection.  That  is  what  the 
Senator  from  Arkansas  has  been  contending  for 
for  the  last  year  or  two,  to  get  connection 
with  the  Arkansas  roads ;  and  the  Louisiana 
roads  want  a  connection  ;  and  it  is  very  proper 
that  they  should  have  these  connections. 
But  as  io  the  power  of  combination,  the  com- 
mittee intebd  and  are  willing  to  have  any 
amendment  that  shall  confine  the  combination 
to  this  particular  line.  , 

Now,  what  lauds  can  they  get  on  this  par- 
ticular line  ?  I  want  to  know  what  land  can 
be  moHgaged  to  anybody  on  this  particular 
line  ?  Have  land  grants  been  made  on  this 
line?  They  are  not  allowed  to  form  a  com- 
bioatioQ  with  any  road  off  the  line,    NoW| 
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what  harm  can  there  be  in  allowing  them  to 
mortgage  anything  they  can  buy  on  this  line 
or  may  get  from  Texas  or  a  priyate  individual 
in  San  Diego?  Suppose  they  can  get  grants 
there,  or  buy  anything,  or  anything  is  given  to 
them,  why  not  let  them  mortgage  toe  property 
they  may  have  on  this  line?  We  confine  to 
the  line.  Why  should  they  not  mortgage  it? 
Why  should  they  not  make  their  bonds  as  good 
as  they  can,  if  we  intend  in  good  faith  that 
they  shall  build  the  road?  If  we  do  not  want 
any  road  there,  if  we  do  not  want  a  road  on 
the  thirty-second  parallel,  we  can  easily  defeat 
it  by  indirection,  by  killing  the  bill. 

If  Congress  is  of  that  opinion,  hamper  them ; 
provide  that  no  man  who  i)uts  money  in  it 
shall  have  anything  to  do  with  the  manage- 
ment of  the  money ;  that  he  shall  employ  no 
agent  who  has  an  interest  in  it  to  manage  its 
affairs.  By  so  hampering  the  bill  that  nobody 
would  put  money  in  the  enterprise,  you  kill 
the  road  by  indirection,  and  1  would  do  so  if 
I  was  afraid  to  do  it  by  direction.  As  it 
stands,  capitalists  are  not  willing  to  go  on ;  if 
you  do  not  want  tbem  to  go  on  with  it  leave  it 
where  it  is,  and  the  road  will  not  be  built. 
It  is  manifest  from  the  information  I  get  that 
they  must  have  further  legislation  if  the  road 
is  to  be  built.  I  am  in  favor  of  having  the 
road  built.  I  am  willing  to  allow  any  com- 
bination to  be  made  that  shall  not  endanger 
the  country,  and  to  allow  them  to  mortgage 
any  land  they  can  get  on  that  line.  1  am 
willing  that  they  should  occupy  the  thirty- 
seconed  parallel  line  in  any  way  they  can 
if  they  will  give  us  a  road;  and  when  they 
put  their  money  in  I  am  willing  that  they 
shall  .manage  their  money,  because  there  is 
no  way  of  building  this  road  unless  some- 
body puts  money  in  it.  It  cannot  reach  any 
public  lands;  there  is  no  public  plunder  in 
It  until  there  is  ten  times  the  amount  of 
private  money  put  in  to  give  it  a  start.  I 
am  willing  they  shall  have  such  a  charter  as 
will  enable  them  to  start  and  have  the  road 
built. 

I  further  say  that  I  hope  the  bill  will  be 
either  killed  or  passed  to-night.  We  do  not 
want  to  be  troubling  the  Senate  with  bills  of 
this  character.  If  you  are  opposed  to  the 
thirty -second  parallel  road,  kill  the  bill. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Allow  me  to  give  notice 
of  an  amendment. 

Several  Senators.  Let  us  dispose  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  PATTERSON.  We  cannot  dispose  of 
the  bill  to-night.  I  yield  to  the  Senator  from 
Indiana. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  give  notice  that  I  will 
offer  the  foUowine  amendment  as  a  proviso  to 
this  section,  which  I  think  will  obviate  nearly 
everything  that  has  been  said  in  regard  to  its 
dangerous  character: 

Provided^  That  this  section  is  not  intended  to 
authorise  said  company  to  make  any  coDSolidation 
with  other  companies  not  authorized  by  the  terms 
of  the  original  act  to  which  this  ia  an  amendment. 

I  ask  to  have  the  amendment  printed. 
The  printing  of  the  amendment  was  ordered. 

fttr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  do  not  think 
that  will  meet  the  difficultv.  I  would  like  to 
have  the  Senator  amend  his  amendment. 
This  section  provides  that  they  may  mortgage 
all  land  acquired  by  any  arrangement  or  pur- 
chase  

Mr.  PATTERSON.    Have  I  the  floor? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
thony in  the  chair.)  The  Senator  had  the 
•  floor  but  yielded  to  the  Senator  from  Indiana. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  want  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  to 
his  amendment.  Then  the  section  provides 
that  they  may  have  all  the  lands  that  any  com- 
pany they  may  consolidate  with  shall  here- 
after purchase,  twice  authorizing  them  to  pur- 
chase land.    I  do  not  suppose  that  anybody  is 


opposed  to  giving  this  company  a  perfect 
rignt  to  mortgage  all  the  lands  that  they  own 
or  shall  ever  acquire.  That  is  the  object  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  what  is  the  objection 
to  the  operation  of  this  amendment  if  this 
amendment  confines  this  consolidation  to  the 
consolidations  already  authorized?  If  a  com- 
pany with  which  it  is  now  authorized  to  con- 
solidate shall  hereafter,  before  the  consolida- 
tion, acquire  other  lands  in  any  way,  what  is 
the  objection  to  allowing  this  company,  after 
the  consolidation,  to  put  those  lands  into  the 
original  mortgage,  to  make  one  complete 
security  ?    That  is  the  whole  of  it. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  That  is  a  fair 
question  for  me  to  answer.  The  act,  as  I 
understand  it,  authorizes  this  company  to 
acquire  and  purchase  land  as  well  as  author- 
izes them  to  consolidate  with  other  compa- 
nies; and  that  privilege  they  claim  not  to 
want ;  and  it  also  authorizes  them  to  mortgage 
any  future  acouired  lands  by  these  other  com- 
panies. The  bill  itself,  as  it  was  presented  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Senate, 
seems  to  me  perfectly  unobjectionable,  and  all 
the  objectionable  parts  of  the  bill  are  in  the 
amendments ;  but  when  we  come  to  consider 
the  fifth  section,  which  is  really  calling  upon 
Congress  to  incorporate  a  new  company  in 
Texas,  I  think  Congress  is  entering  upon  a 
business  most  inexpedient  for  it  to  undertake 
to  perform.  Every  railroad  company  and  all 
the  stockholders  in  railroad  companies  will 
deprecate  the  day  that  they  invokea  the  aid  of 
Congress  in  passing  railroad  corporation  char- 
ters m  the  States.  This  fifth  section  creates  a 
new  charter  and  then  authorizes  this  company 
to  consolidate  with  it.  It  may  be  constitu- 
tional for  Congress  to  go  into  the  States  and 
incorporate  railroad  companies,  but  if  it  is 
constitutional  it  is  most  inexpedient  I  shall 
have  more  to  say  on  that  hereafter. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Mr.  President,  if  I  under- 
stand the  question  now  before  the  Senate,  it 
is  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^'ormay 
hereafter  be  made'*  in  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  to  the  second  section 
of  the  bill.     Am  I  right? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  is  the 
question. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Now,  I  beg  the  atten- 
tion of  Senators  who  have  this  bill  in  charge, 
to  what  I  am  goin^  to  say  upon  that  motion 
to  amend.  What  is  it  that  this  amendment 
of  the  committee  proposes?  It  proposes 
that  what  are  called  the  land  bonds  of  this 
company  may  be  secured  by  a  mortgage,  not 
simply  upon  the  lauds  that  are  granted  by 
Congress  to  the  company  by  the  charter  of  the 
compan}r,  but  also  upon  any  lands  that  may 
be  acquired  **by  any  arrangement  or  pur- 
chase, or  terms  of  consolidation  with  any  rail- 
road company  or  companies  to  whom  grants 
of  land  may  have  been  made  or  may  hereafter 
be  made  by  any  congressional,  State,  or  ter- 
ritorial aathority,  or  who  may  have  purchased 
the  same  previous  to  any  such  arrangement  or 
consolidation.''  The  words  *^or  may  hereafter 
be  made  "  are  words  of  all  time.  Just  so  long 
as  this  company  may  exist  and  may  consolidate 
with  any  other  company,  just  so  long  will  those 
words  have  operation  and  effect. 

But,  Mr.  President,  while  that  is  the  case, 
here  stands  the  original  charter  unchanged  by 
this  amendment  in  the  particular  I  am  about 
to  mention,  which  provides  that  the  proceeds 
of  these  verv  bonds,  the  construction  bonds 
and  the  lana  bonds,  shall  be  applied  solely  to 
the  construction,  equipment,  and  operation 
of  the  road  provided  for  in  the  original  char- 
ter, and  not  for  the  construction,  equipment, 
or  operation  of  any  road  with  which  it  may 
consolidate,  or  with  any  road  that  may  be 
made  to  it  or  from  it.  Now,  I  wish  the  Senate 
to  observe  that  the  consequence  of  this  is,  that 
if  this  amendment  shall  pass  in  the  way  it  has 
been  reported,  for  the  construction  and  equip-  | 


ment  and  operation  of  this  line  which  yoa  have 
authorized  by  your  charter,  the  company  may 
mortgage  all  the  lands  that  may  be  granted  to 
any  road  with  which  they  may  consclidaie, 
although  that  road  may  be  wholly  distinct  from 
the  line  which  is  here  provided  for  in  the  charter 
except  the  bare  fact  of  its  touching  that  lin«^ 
A  line,  for  instance,  may  be  made,  as  U 
already  proposed  in  Congress,  maning  north 
and  south  from  Utah  Territory,  and  s,wuj 
beyond  Utah  Territory,  which  will  necessaril) 
strike  this  road  if  it  be  made — a  line  seven  or 
eight  hundred  miles  long.  There  ia  a  ru&d 
already  in  construction,  and  one  or  two  hun- 
dred miles  of  it  completed,  which,  if  com- 
pleted, must  strike  this  line.  Now,  the  prop- 
osition is  that  if  they  consolidate  you  may 
take  for  the  construction  not  of  those  road^ 
that  thus  are  consolidated  with  this,  not  for  the 
maintenance,  operation,  or  coastraction  of 
them,  but  for  the  construction  of  this  tnink 
line  of  road,  all  the  grants  that  have  been 
made  to  these  lateral  roads.  Is  thai  right?  Is 
it  right  that  a  grant  which  has  been  made  to 
one  road  may  be  diverted  to  a  wholly  different 
purpose?  Do  we  mean  to  say  in  the  dark,  and 
looking  into  the  future,  that,  knowing  what 
may  happen,  that  the  grant  we  make  to  one 
road  may  be  taken  by  consolidation,  and  em- 
ployed, not  to  build  that  road  for  which  we 
grant  the  lands,  but  to  build  this  road  whica 
we  have  already  more  than  sufficiently  en- 
dowed  

Mr.  STEWART.  Will  the  SeQator  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  STEWART.  In  the  first  place,  we 
have  made  no  grant  to  any  road  that  runs 
across  the  conn  try  to  intersect  this  road.  I  a 
the  next  place,  there  will  be  nobody  having 
charge  of  other  roads  who  will  be  foolish 
enough  to  consolidate  and  give  over  their 
grants  to  build  this  road.  In  the  next  place, 
if  they  did,  they  would  have  no  road  mnnio^ 
to  it,  it  would  be  worthless.  In  the  next  plac^, 
the  grants  made  for  those  roads  require  thit 
they  shall  be  built,  and  no  grant  is  made  nov 
unless  they  build  the  road  before  they  get  the 
lands,  and  they  only  get  them  conterminou 
with  the  building  of  the  roads  in  sections  of 
ten  or  twenty  miles.  Coftseqaeotly  they  wocH 
get  nothing  under  our  railroad  legislation  onr.i 
they  built  the  side-roads ;  so  that  it  will  be 
impossible  for  them  under  any  conceivable 
circumstances  to  get  a  grant  for  a  side  ro^ 
to  connect. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  no  particalar 
objection  to  my  friend  interjecting  a  epeeck 
into  the  speech  I  am  making,  because  I  am 
not  combating  this  case;  I  am  not  opp09<>l 
to  this  railroad ;  I  want  to  see  it  built :  I  lun 
in  no  wise  an  enemy  of  it ;  I  do  not  waat 
in  the  slightest  degree  to  embarrass  it ;  I  wi^.t 
to  help  it  all  I  can ;  but  I  do  not  want  to  do 
anything  wrong,  even  to  help  it.  The  Sen- 
ator says  that  we  have  endowed  another 
road  that  can  consolidate  with  this.  Thii: 
will  do  very  well  if  yon  strike  out  tho&c 
words  which  the  Senator  from  Vermont  mores 
to  strike  out;  but  will  the  Senator  say  thai 
there  will  not  in  future  be  any  road  endov^ 
that  will  strike  this  ?  I  do  not  think  that  h^ 
can  say  even  in  respect  to  the  present  ti&' 
there  is  no  road  which  has  been  endowed  iLa: 
will  not  strike  this  road.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that  we  have  already %>ade  a  large  grao*. 
for  a  road  whose  southern  terminus  is  <i3v 
posed  to  be  Santa  F6,  and  which  most  ci\<-'s 
this  road. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  SanU  F6  is  north  of  acv 
part  of  this  road. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  so,  I  do  not  under 
stand  the  location  of  this  road.  If  it  be  sc*. 
then  I  am  incorrect  in  that  respect.  Thea  it 
is  very  well  to  leave  the  section  as  it  will  be 
if  this  amendment  be  adopted.  Bnt  who  cas 
say  that  in  the  future  we  shall  make  no  gnai 
or  that  no  grant  will  be  made  by  any  State  to 
a  road  that  will  intersect  this  railroad  ?    Ba: 
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low  yoa  propose  to  take  the  grants  thai  may 
36  made  in  the  futare  without  knowing  what 
hey  are  and  use  thera,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
)uilding  the  road  for  which  the  grant  was 
uade,  but  for  the  purpose  of  building  this 
'oad  which  you  have  already  and  sufficiently 
ind  amply  endowed?    I  say  that  is  not  right. 

Furthermore,  I  am  not  in  favor  of  leaping 
n  the  dark  in  regard  to  these  matters.  I  am 
lo  enemy  of  railroads.  I  have  no  reason  to 
)e  an  enemy  of  railroads;  no  sane  man  is  an 
memy  of  railroads;  and  yet  we  do  well  know 
,hat  the  immense  consolidations  which  are 
aking  place  and  the  immense  power  that  is 
hus  given  to  a  single  corporation,  and  the 
raraense  monopoly  that  it  may  enjoy,  are 
■hings  that  seriously  alarm  every  man  who 
considers  the  subject,  and  I  am  not  in  favor 
}(  saying  in  advance  that  you  may  consolidate 
,o  any  extent  in  all  time,  for  these  words  apply 
Ay  all  time,  iu  the  way  that  this  section  pro- 
poses. I  hope,  therefore,  Mr.  President,  that 
these  words  will  be  stricken  out. 

But,  Mr.  President,  one  word  more.  I  hope 
ilso  that  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from 
Sew  Jersey  will  be  adopted,  and  that  the  words 
n  the  fifih  section  which  undertake  to  confer 
ranchises  upon  a  mere  State  corporation,  a 
road  wholly  limited  to  a  State,  will  be  stricken 
>ut. 

Section  five  reads : 

That  the  Grand  Tower  and  SanBiefo  Paoilio  Rail- 
'oad  Company,  and  ita  sucoesaon,  a  corporation  duly 
>rfranized  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  ArkaoBas, 
s  hereby  authorized  and  empowered  to  survey,  lay 
>ut,  locate,  and  construot,  rarnish,  maintain,  and 
>|ierate  and  enjoy  a  oontinuoua  railroad  and  tele- 
graph line,  with  the  appurtenaneea.  from  a  point 
icur  Fulton,  in  the  State  uf  Arkansas,  by  the  most 
i\  iffible  route,  to  some  point  on  the  line  or  theTexaa 
ina  Southern  Puciflo  Hallway  Company,  not  west 
)t  Dallas,  in  the  State  of  Texaa.  &o. 

Now,  either  that  company  has  that  power 
iiider  its  State  charter,  or  it  has  not.  If  it 
lias  the  power  there  is  no  necessity  for  our 
conferring  the  power  upon  it.  If  it  has  not 
he  power  we  have  no  business  to  confer  it 
ipon  it.  We  have  no  business  to  confer  on 
hat  State  corporation  a  power  that  the  State 
t  self  did  not  see  fit  to  confer.  We  have  no 
ight,  as  I  think,  and  if  we  have  the  right,  we 
mj^ht  not  to  exercise  it,  to  undertake  to  in- 
corporate a  railroad  that  is  wholly  within  a 
^tate.  I  do  not  object  to  granting  to  that 
railroad  company  a  right  of  way  over  the  pub- 
ic lands.  I  do  not  object  to  granting  to  it  any 
lecessary  lands  for  depot  purposes.  That  is 
lot  chartering  the  company.  That  is  not  grant* 
Dg  it  a  corporate  francnise.  It  is  merely  giving 
,o  it  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  a  right 
>ver  our  lands,  the  right  of  way  and  the  right 
,o  depot  grants  just  as  an  individual  wonld  do. 
That  is  all  right  enough ;  but  when  we  come 
o  give  it  corporate  franchises,  to  authorize  it 
*  to  layout,  sarvey,  and  maintain  a  road," 
vhere  its  original  charter  granted  by  the  State 
rivea  it  no  such  authority  at  all,  in  my  humble 
ludgment  we  are  usurping  a  power  that  does 
lOt  belong  to  us,  or  if  it  aid  belong  to  us  it  is 
>ne  that  we  ought  not  to  exercise.  Who 
cnows  that  the  State  of  Arkansas  would  give 
t  this  power?  If  its  charter  gives  it  the 
>ower,  I  repeat  there  is  no  necessity  for  our 
riving  it ;  and  if  its  charter  does  not  give  it 
he  power,  we  ought  not  to  attempt  to  enlarge 
hat  charter.  I  nope,  therefore,  that,  as  sug- 
gested by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  these 
vords  in  the  fillh -section  will  be  stricken  out 
>f  the  bill. 

Mr.  KELLOGQ.  I  o6fer  an  amendment 
Lgreed  on  by  the  committee  to  be  proposed  to 
he  bill. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  to  oflTer  an  amendment, 
o  be  printed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  pro- 
>osed  amendments  will  be  printed. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  wish  the  attention  of  the 
Senator  from  Maine.  That  we  may  not  meet 
be  objection  to- morrow  that  the  amendments 
^re  not  known  in  the  Senate,  I  can  state  in  a 


minute  what  are  the  amendments  proposed  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Let  them  be 
offered  and  printed. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  will  offer  them  now,  so  that 
they  may  be  printed,  if  we  are  to  adjourn.  On 
the  second  page,  third  and  fourth  lines,  1  am  au- 
thorized by  the  committee  to  offer  this  amend- 
ment: to  insert  *Siot  exceeding  $40,000  per 
mile  of  road.''  On  the  fourth  page,after  the  word 
*' California,''  in  the  seventh  line,  I  propose 
to  insert  the  words  '*  on  the  line  authorized 
by  the  original  act;"  and  on  the  same  page 
an  amendment  in  writing  requiring  work  to  be 
commenced  at  San  Diego,  and  pushed  from 
that  point  twenty -five  miles  a  year,  which  is 
of  some  length,  which  I  will  send  to  the  Chair 
for  the  purpose  of  having  printed.  I  also  offer 
an  amendment  iu  the  fifth,  or  rather  sixth  sec- 
tion, as  it  ought  to  be,  which  limits  the  quan- 
tity granted  to  the  branch  road  to  forty  acres 
and  the  right  of  way  to  one  hundred  feet. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  wish  to  give  notice  of  an 
amendment.  On  page  4,  line  eleven,  after  the 
word  '* miles,"  I  propose  to  insert  '*not  less 
than  one  hundred ;"  so  as  to  read ,  **  each  year 
thereafter  a  sufficient  number  of  miles,  not  less 
than  one  hundred,  to  secure  the  completion 
of  the  whole  line  from  the  aforesaid  point  on 
the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State  of  Texas," 
&c. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  move  that 
the  Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Maine 
to  give  way  to  allow  me  to  make  a  motion 
that  when  the  Senate  adjourns  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday.     [**No,"  **No."] 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  yield  for  that  motion  7 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  feel 
authorized,  having  consulted  the  chairman 
about  meeting  to-morrow,  to  yield. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Maine  moves  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  (at  five 
o'clock  and  twenty-eight  minutes  p.  m.)  the 
Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Friday,  April  19,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

JOINT  DKBTORS  OF  TH8  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  POTTER,  by  unanimous  consent,  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  reported  back 
a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1770)  to  authorize  settlements 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with  joint 
debtors  of  the  United  States,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  in 
all  cases  where  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
is  authorized  by  law  to  settle  and  compromise 
any  claim,  debt,  demand,  or  liability  to  the 
United  States,  he  is  authorized  and  empow- 
ered to  settle  and  compromise  with  any  joint 
or  several  debtors  individuallv,  and  such  com- 
position or  compromise  shall  be  a  full  and 
effectual  discharge  to  the  debtor  or  debtors 
making  the  same,  and  to  him  or  them  only, 
of  and  from  all  and  every  liability,  by  reason 
of  the  claim,  debt,  demand,  or  liability  so 
compromised,  and  settled  and  paid. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  There  is  no  doubt,  I  pre- 
sume, that  this  bill  operates  only  prospect- 
ively. 

Mr.  POTTER.  It  operates  prospectively 
only. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time;  and  being  engrossed,  it 
was  accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and 
nassed 

Mr.  POTTER  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 


that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  M AYNARD.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  take  a  bill  from  the  Speaker's  table  for 
reference  only. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetto.  I  object, 
and  call  for  the  regular  order  of  business.  If 
we  yield  to  one  we  must  yield  to  all  requests 
for  unanimous  consent. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  It  is  only  to  take  a  bill 
from  the  Speaker's  table  for  reference. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  must 
object,  and  call  for  the  regular  order  of  busi- 


ness. 


ClYIL  8KKVICB. 


The  SPEAKER.  The  House  resumes  the 
consideration  of  the  report  from  the  nelect 
Committee  on  Civil  Service  Reform,  and  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.WiLLARD,]  who 
reported  the  pending  bill  (H.  R.  No.  787)  to 
preserve  the  independence  of  the  several  de- 
partments of  the  Government,  is  entitled  to  an 
nour  to  close  debate. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to 
say  that  so  far  as  I  am  concerned  I  am  will- 
ing a  motion  shall  be  considered  pending  to 
strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  which 
declares  certain  acts  misdemeanors.  Unless 
there  is  objection  I  hope  my  suggestion  will 
be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Then  we 
are  not  to  be  frightened  by  the  penalty,  rather 
than  bound  by  the  principle.  Ihe  gentleman 
may  have  my  consent  to  strike  out  the  other 
two  sections.     [Laoghter.] 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     What  is  the  motion  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to  the 
motion  being  pending  to  strike  out  the  third 
section  of  the  bill  providing  a  penalty  ? 

There  was  no  objection ;  ana  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  I  now  yield  for  five  min- 
utes to  the  gentleman  from   Missouri,  [Mr. 

McCOBlUCK.J 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri.  Mr. 
Speaker,  in  the  short  space  of  time  allotted 
to  me  I  wish  to  state,  and  I  can  only  do  so 
briefly,  some  of  the  causes  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, have  been  the  origin  of  the  evils  which 
now  afflict  the  civil  service  of  the  country.  It 
has  grown  to  be  the  practice  that  members 
of  Congress  shall  have  the  privilege  of  making 
appointments  to  Federal  offices  from  the  dis- 
tricts from  which  they  come.  By  common 
consent  the  control  of  those  appointments, 
which  require  the  confirmation  of  the  Senate, 
are  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Senators,  while 
other  appointments  in  the  districts  represented 
by  members  upon  this  floor  are  placed  in  the 
control  of  the  members  from  those  districts 
belonging  to  the  party  in  power. 

This  practice,  Mr.  Speaker,  is,  in  my  opin- 
ion, one  of  the  principal  causes,  one  of  the 
main  reasons,  why  our  civil  service  has  become 
so  degenerated.  At  the  present  time  it  is 
understood  by  all  the  politicians  of  the  coun- 
try seeking  office  that  Congressmen  have  the 
control  of  the  patronage  of  their  districts.  A 
gentleman  desiring  to  be  elected  to  Congress 
IS  met  by  the  shrewd  politicians  of  his  district, 
by  the  office- hunters,  by  the  unprincipled  dem- 
agogues who  control  county  conventions,  town- 
ship conventions,  and  district  conventions,  with 
a  "slate"  bearing  the  names  of  certain  per- 
sons whom  they  wish  to  be  appointed  to  the 
offices  of  collector,  assessor,  marshal,  post- 
masters, &c. 

Mr.  BARRY.  I  would  ask  the  gentleman 
whether  he  speaks  for  any  district  save  his 
own  in  that  particular? 

Mr.  McCORMICK,  of  Missouri.  I  will  an- 
swer the  gentleman  that  I  speak  for  a  great 
number  of  districts  of  this  country.  What 
I  am  now  stating  I  believe  the  experience  of 
this  House  confirms.  I  have  no  patronage 
for  my  district.    I  have  never  had  any  patron- 
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age  for  my  district.  It  has  been  controlled, 
generally  speaking,  by  Senators  from  my  State 
while  ihey  were  in  accord  with  the  Admin- 
istration. Since  that  time  it  has  been  turned 
•over  to  other  men  in  the  State  who  aoe  in 
accord  with  the  Administration. 

But  I  wish,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  call  attention  to 
the  evil  of  which  I  have  just  spoken.  The  cor- 
rupt politicians  submit  to  the  candidate  for  Con- 
gress  this  ^^  slate."  He  must  accept  the  prop- 
osition they  submit  or  suffer  defeat,  although 
knowing  that  he  could  name  fifty  men  in  his 
district  for  every  one  of  those  offices,  who  are 
more  pure  and  capable  of  filling  them  faithfully 
and  efficiently  than  the  persons  whose  names 
arc  submitted  to  him.  The  result  is,  however, 
that  he  must  accept  this  proposition  or  him- 
self suffer  defeat.  He  therefore  agrees  with 
those  men  that  fur  and  in  consideration  of  their 
services  to  aid  him,  he  will  go  before  the  Presi- 
dent and  urge  their  appointment  to  office. 
He  therefore  has  his  hands  tied  by 'men  in 
his  own  district  in  whom  he  has  no  confidence, 
and  who  do  not  deserve  confidence.  He 
comes  to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
and  asks  him  as  a  favor^  to  himself  to  ap- 
point these  friends  of  his  to  office.  The 
President  agrees  to  the  proposition  to  grant 
these  gentlemen  his  favor,  in  doing  which  he 
obtains  control  over  the  Representative ;  and 
that  man,  in  consideration  of  the  favors  be- 
stowed upon  him  by  the  Executive,  does  not 
feel  himself  at  liberty  to  resist  any  measures 
which  the  Bzecutive  may  wish  to  inaugurate. 
It  is  in  that  way,  sir,  that  the  independence 
of  the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  has  been  im- 
paired. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WILLARD.  I  yield  ^ib  minutes  to 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  E.  H. 
Robbbts  *1 

Mr.  E.  fl.  ROBERTS.  The  tendency  of 
the  advocates  of  a  particular  policy  is  to  exag- 
gerate its  necessity.  It  is  not  strange  that 
those  who  make  a  specialty  of  civil  service 
reform  have  done  so.  Our  civil  service  is  not 
perfect,  but  it  will  compare  favorably  with  that 
of  other  lands.  All  civilized  nations  have  their 
representatives  here,  accredited  to  our  Gov- 
ernment. Compare  with  them  those  whom  we 
have  sent  abroad.  We  need  not  be  ashamed 
of  Schenck  and  Bancroft,  of  Washburne  and 
Jay,  of  Marsh  and  Francis,  of  De  Long  and 
Boker.  These  are  at  least  the  peers  of  the 
chosen  diplomats  of  other  nations.  Results 
show  no  inferiority  in  other  departments.  We 
collect  internal  revenue,  notwithstanding  our 
extent  of  territory,  at  an  average  expense  less 
than  does  Britain  ;  and  our  customs  are  col- 
lected at  three  and  eleven  hundredths  per 
cent.,  while  Britain  pays  four  and  seven  tenths 
per  cent.,  an  excess  of  more  than  one  third. 

Waive,  then,  all  exaggerations.  Reform  is 
desirable,  unless  the  millennium  has  come  in 
the  civil  service  alone  of  all  the  world. 

^  The  chief  indictment  against  the  civil  ser- 
vice has  just  been  stated  by  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  Mr.  [McCormiok.]  It  is  that 
members  of  Congress  treat  political  patronage 
as  a  personal  appanage  *,  tnat  they  trade  the 
offices  for  renomination  ;  that  they  use  them 
as  rounds  upon  which  to  climb.  Gentlemen 
upon  this  floor  are  indicted  parties.  The  fault 
is  laid  at  their  door.  Must  not  a  verdict  of 
guilty  be  rendered  in  many  cases?  Is  not  the 
tendency  to  crystallize  the  evil  into  a  system? 

The  bill  pending  proposes  a  remedy.  Some- 
times now  a  Representative  uses  his  influence 
over  offices  as  a  trust  to  be  exercised  not  for 
self,  nor  even  for  party,  but  for  the  country. 
His  local  knowledge,  his  judgment  of  men, 
and  familiarity  with  specific  circumstances  may 
be  made  useful.  Under  this  bill  all  this  may 
be  done.  In  contested  cases  the  Representa- 
tive will  always  be  the  umpire.  He  will  cease 
to  be  a  beggar  for  place,  the  errand-man  and 
ttdvo^te  of  can^ida^B*    He  will  be  a  judge, 


and  he  should  be  nothing  else  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

Responsibility  centers  upon  Congress.  The 
commission  has  achieved  something.  It  repre- 
sents the  best  intellects  and  the  highest  aspira- 
tions of  the  country.  It  has  aroused  activity 
of  thought  on  the  evils  and  the  remedy. 

Gentlemen  call  the  plan  a  failure,  the  rules 
a  mistake.  It  is  never  a  mistake  to  try  to  do 
well.  Preliminary  failures  are  often  the  cor- 
ner-stones of  final  success.  The  plan  was 
never  stronger  than  it  is  at  this  very  hour. 
The  President  compels  the  respect  of  adver- 
saries by  placing  limitations  upon  his  own 
power.  Incredulous  friends  wrong  him  by 
questioning  his  good  faith  or  charging  that 
he  is  the  victim  of  a  trick.  His  acts  prove 
earnest  and  intelligent  purpose.  Plain  people 
honor  him  for  the  persistent  effort  for  reform. 
He  is  wedded  to  no  plan  ;  he  has  asked  Con- 
gress to  perfect  proper  legislation.  He  presses 
forward  faithfully  an  important  experiment. 

What  will  Congress  do?  Ought  certain  offi 
cials,  now  appointed,  to  be  elected?  Inaugu- 
rate legislation  to  that  end.  Ought  wounded 
soldiers  to  be  preferred  for  duties  for  which 
they  are  fitted  ?  Give  us  the  draft  of  a  bill. 
Details  of  administration  in  various  depart- 
ments may  be  improved.  Those  who  oppose 
the  methods  on  trial  are  bound  to  suggest 
other  means  to  achieve  the  result. 

This  House  must  do  more  than  carp  at  the 

f)lan  of  the  commission.  It  must  declare  that 
egislation  has  a  higher  meaning  than  begging 
or  seizing  spoils  for  personal  retainers.  This 
bill  does  not  confirm  the  published  rules ;  they 
may  be  modified.  It  does  divorce  members 
from  patronage,  and  excuse  them  from  being 
clients  in  the  Departments  and  attendants  in 
the  waiting-room  of  the  Executive.  Will  we 
refuse  to  do  that?  Let  us  stand  aloef  from 
the  spoils,  and  a  system  can  be  devised  by 
which  an  aristocracy  of  officials  can  be  avoided, 
the  Government  always  be  administered  by  its 
friends,  and  republican  institutions  be  relieved 
from  the  strain  and  the  disgrace  of  a  perpetual 
strife  for  the  *'  loaves  and  hshes''  of  office. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  object  deserves  effort 
Only  one  system  is  proposed,  the  rules  of  the 
commission  and  the  pending  bill  in  harmony 
with  them.  Opposition  to  the  onlv  plan  pro- 
posed is  opposition  to  the  purpose  itself.  Let 
It  have  a  fair  trial.  I  do  not  see  the  dangers 
which  the  eloquent  gentleman  from  California 
[Mr.  Sakoent]  portrays.  The  strength  of  the 
Republican  party  is  not  in  offices,  but  out  of 
them.  Itcombatted  all  the  *^  bread  and  but- 
ter^ ^  dispensed  by  Andrew  Johnson.  Its'mi&;ht 
is  not  in  spoils  or  patronage,  but  in  its  moral 
convictions,  in  its  principles,  in  daring  to  do 
right.  It  abolished  slavery;  it  can  destroy  the 
bondage  of  patronage. 

The  distinguished  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts [Mr.  Butler]  represents  civil  service  re- 
form as  a  trick'  of  the  opponents  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  Minorities  always  seek  to  gain 
power  by  adopting  a  popular  rallying  cry  by 
advocacy  of  reform.  We  may  learn  wisdom 
from  our  enemies.  The  strength  of  the  Admin- 
istration with  the  people  is  that  amid  obloquy 
it  strives  for  reform,  and  tries  to  respond  to 
their  worthiest  aspirations.  The  Republican 
party  is  best  served  by  trampling  on  spoils,  by 
winning  power  and  using  power  in  supreme 
devotion  to  the  highest  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

HKSBAOS  FROM  THA  BSNATB. 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  StIip- 
SON,  one  of  its  clerks,  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles ; 
in  which  he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concur- 
rence of  the  House : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  478)  to  ftirther  the  adminis* 
tration  of  justice ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  978)  to  fund  certain  liabil- 
ities of  the  oiij  of  Washington,  existing  June 


1,  1872,  and  to  limit  the  debt  of,  and  taxatioa 
in,  the  District  of  Columbia ; 

A  bill  (8.  No.  385)  to  regulate  the  admis- 
sion of  pupils  into  the  Columbian  Institatioo 
for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  $ 

A  bill  (S.  No.  864)  relating  to  the  Reform 
School  of  the  District  of  Columbia ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  298)  directing  the  conTSymace 
of  a  certain  lot  of  ground  wiih  improTeme&ts 
thereon  for  the  use  of  the  public  ecfaooU  o( 
the  District  of  Columbia } 

A  bill  (S.  No.  994)  to  farther  define  the 
duties  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  District 
of  Columbia ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  678)  to  eetabliah  a  monicipal 
court  in  the  District  of  Columbia^  and  for  other 
purposes : 

A  bill(S.  No.  299)  amending  an  act  entitled 
*'  An  act  directing  the  conveyance  of  a  lot  of 
ground  for  the  use 'of  the  public  schoola  of  the 
city  of  Washington ;" 

A  bill  (S.  No.  988)  to  provide  homes  for  the 
Pottawatomie  and  absentee  Shawnee  Indians 
in  the  Indian  territory; 

A  bill  (8.  No.  954)  granting  a  penaion  to 
William  Hutchison,  minor  eon  of  Joseph 
Hutchison,  deceased ; 

A  bill  (S.  No.  856)  granting  e  pension  to 
Eliza  Whitney;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  989)  granting  a  penaion  to 
John  Carbaugh,  a  private  of  company  A,  forty- 
sixth  regiment  Pennsylvania  volanteera. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Senate  had  passed  bills  of  the  Honae  of  the 
following  titles,  with  amendments ;  in  which 
he  was  directed  to  ask  the  concarrenoe  of  the 
House: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2086)  for  the  reUef  of 
James  A.  Bell ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  106)  forthe.relief  of  pur- 
chasers of  lands  sold  for  direct  taxea  in  the 
insurrectionary  States; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1946)  granting  a  pennon 
to  Elizabeth  Harding;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1552)  in  telation  to  the 
Oonstruction  of  a  new  jail  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

ADMINISTRATION  OP  JD8TIC1B 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetta.  I  ask  that 
the  bill  (S.  No.  473)  to  further  the  admioia- 
tration  of  justice  be  taken  up  now  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  object. 

CIYIL  SBKYlCa. 

The  House  resumed  the  coosidetalion  of  tke 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  787)  to  preserve  the  independ- 
ence of  the  several  departmenta  of  the  Qovere- 
meni. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  I  yield  to  the  eentlemao 
from  Missouri  [Mr.  FiMKBurBUBOj  for  five 
minutes. 

Mr.  FINEELNBURO.  Whatever  may  be 
the  fate  of  this  bill,  I  will  not  let  thie  oppor- 
tunity pass  by  without  expressing  my  sympathy 
with  the  object  of  the  measure.  Hoc^  has 
been  said  in  the  course  of  this  debate  as  to  the 
effect  that  this  bill  would  have  on  the  civil  serriee 
reform,  to  all  of  which  I  agree.  Bnt  I  would 
add  a  word  as  to  the  salutary  effects  which  I 
expect  the  acceptance  of  this  measorse  to  have 
upon  Congress,  Decause  the  bill,  in  my  opinion, 
is  one  which  will  carry  reform  in  two  direc- 
tions, and  I  do  not  know  but  what  the  effect 
upon  Congress  will  be  the  more  irapoitant  of 
the  two. 

I  do  not  know  how  other  members  may  feel 
about  this  thing  ordinarily  called  congressioaal 
patronage ;  but  I  may  say  as  to  myself  that 
what  little  patronage  has  ever  fallen  into  my 
unwilling  hands  has  been  Httle  more  than  a 
source  of  annoyance,  chagrin,  and  trouble  to 
me,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  by  it  I  have 
made  ten  enemies  to  one  friend.  But  leavieg 
aside  personal  inclinations  or  ditinclinations. 
I  believe  that  this  whble  system  of  patraiafs 
and  appointment  to  office  has  a  demoraltsBf 
effect  upon  CongrOMf  ^  demofalimiig  effNi 
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upon  membersy  and  opon  the  work  of  legisla- 
tion. 

The  evil  commences  with  the  very  origin 
of  this  body.  In  every  congressional  district 
there  are  certain  active  politicians  whose 
chief  aim  and  purpose  is  to  control  the  small 
Federal  offices,  your  post  offices,  assistant  col- 
lectorships  and  assessorships,  &c.  Those  men 
exercise  a  wonderful  influence  in  controlling 
congressional  nominations.  Knowing  that 
through  Congressmen  they  can  attain  their 
desires,  they  naturally  follow  the  business  of 
making  Congressmen,  working  at  primary 
meetings  and  upon  public  opinion  in  favor  of 
this  man  or  that  man,  and  nnally  succeeding 
in  placing  the  member  elect  under  real  or  pre- 
tended  obligations,  which,  with  the  very  best 
intentions,  he  cannot  always  ignore.  Then, 
when  the  member  comes  here,  he  goes  through 
the  work  of  importuning  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments for  their  favors,  and*  if  they  are  granted, 
he  then  falls  under  obligations  to  tbem ;  and 
between  the  officer-seeker  on  the  one  hand 
and  the  officer-giver  on  the  other  hand,  the 
member  often  loses  much  of  that  independence 
which  should  always  characterize  a  true  legis- 
lator. 

It  goes  further,  and  like  a  subtle  poison  per- 
meates the  whole  legislative  body,  often  con- 
necting itself  with  measures  where^  it  is  least 
suspected.  Now,  I  believe  that  this  bill  seeks 
to  strike  at  the  root  of  that  evil  by  separating 
us  entirely  from  this  whole  office-brokerage 
business,  and  leaving  us  to  turn  our  undivided 
attention  and  our  inaependent  judgment  to  the 
real  work  of  legislation,  as  the  spirit  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  spirit  of  our  system  of 
government  intended  that  we  should  do. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  WILLARD.  I  now  yield  to  the  gen- 
tleman from  Ohio  [Mr,  Bingham]  for  twenty 
minutes. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  deeply 
regret  that  the  bill  now  pending  has  been 
reported  by  the  honorable  Committee  on  the 
lieorj^anization  of  the  Civil  Service,  and  that  it 
is  insisted  upon  by  the  chairman  of  that  com- 
mittee, [Mr.  WillardJ  and  pressed  upon  the 
consideration  of  the  House.  I  have  no  apol- 
ogy to  offer,  no  pardon  to  ask  either  now  or 
at  any  time  for  any  part  that  I  may  have  taken 
in  the  politics  of  this  country.  I  am  free  to 
BSkjt  in  re;^  to  a  suggestion  which  fell  from 
the  lips  ofthe  honorable  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri, [Mr.  FiKKELNBURGjj  thatat  no  timein  my 
life,  under  no  circumstances,  by^  direction  or 
by  mdirection,did  I  ever  seek  to  influence  the 
vote  of  a  solitary  man  in  my  behalf,  either 
before  or  after  my  nomination,  upon  a  hope 
or  promise  of  reward,  or  of  political  influence 
for  appointment.  I  would  scorn  myself,  and 
account  myself  unfit  to  be  a  Representative  of 
a  free  people,  if  I  were  capable  of  entertain- 
ing for  a  moment  the  thought  of  taking  a  posi- 
tion among  the  Representatives  of  the  United 
Stfites  of  America  upon  the  condition  of  bar- 

fuin  and  sale  in  the  aistribution  of  patronage. 
Vrmit  me  to  say  that  1  am  not  in  the  ffabit  even 
of  associating  with  gentlemen,  whom  I  suppose 
to  be  capable  of  any  such  conduct.  It  we 
cannot  aSbrd  to  be  virtuous  in  the  exercise  of 
our  privileges,  and  to  have  something  of  self- 
reepect,  without  being  obliged  to  be  so,  by 
force  of  penal  enactments,  we  ought  to  abro- 
gate our  relations  to  the  people  and  vacate  the 
office  that  we  thereby  acKuowledge  we  are  not 
fit  to  fill,  and  confess  ourselves  unworthy  to 
be  the  Representatives  of  a  free  people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  the  honorable  ana  learned 
gentleman  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Potter,  J  my 
associate  on  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
touched  the  key  of  this  whole  controversy  on 
yesterday,  when  he  said  that  what  is  contem- 

Elated  to  be  done  by  the  legislation  proposed 
ere,  cannot  be  done  without  a  radical  change 
ill  the  whole  theory  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment. No  truer  words  have  been  uttered,  from 
the  beginning  of  this  discussion  to  this  hour, 


than  the  utterance  I  have  just,  repeated  from 
the  lips  of  my  friend  from  New  York.  This 
bill  is  forbidden  by  the  genius  of  your  institu- 
tions ;  it  is  fofbidden  by  the  express  letter  of 
your  Constitution ;  it  is  in  contravention  of 
the  whole  theory  of  your  Government. 

Men,  whether  they  hold  official  position  or 
occupy  **  private  station,*'  which  is  the  only 
^*  post  of  honor*'  according  to  the  utterances 
we  hear  in  these  days  and  in  this  place,  are 
eoual  in  the  general  privileges  uf  citizens 
or  the  United  States  by  the  guarantees  of  the 
Constitution,  and  are  therefore  equally  enti- 
tled to  exercise  the  right  of  petition,  the  free- 
dom of  speech,  and  the  freedom  of  the  press, 
every  one  of  which  guarantied  rights  is  inter- 
fered with  by  the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit 
of  the  bill  reported  hj  the  committee.  This 
fatal  defect  of  the  bill  is  not  altogether  cured 
by  the  substitute  ofi^red  by  my  learned  and 
accomplished  friend  from  Cincinnati,  [Mr. 
Perrt.]  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  in  this 
connection  that  if  it  were  possible  to  get  rid 
of  the  objection  named  without  overturning 
your  Constitution  and  breaking  down  the  dis- 
tinct provisions  cTf  that  instrument,  the  intel- 
ligence and  the  great  ability  of  my  learned 
colleague  would  have  enabled  him  to  accom- 
plish that  object.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Pbrrt] 
has  done  in  this  behalf  all  that  is  possible, 
yetf  sir,  the  bill  stands  before  this  House,  ana 
will  stand  before  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  as  directly  interierinff  with  the  guaran- 
tied privileges  of  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

A  reference  was  made  yesterday  by  my 
learned  friend  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  But- 
ler] to  the  fact  that  the  bill  interferes  with 
the  right  of  petition.  I  say  it  interferes  as 
well  with  the  treedom  of  speech  j  it  interferes 
as  well  with  the  freedom  of  the  press.  The 
language  of  the  bill  is  that  **  no  person,  a 
member  of  either  House  of  Congress,  shall, 
directly  or  indirectly,  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment to  office,  or  the  removal  from  office,  or 
the  rejection  upon  nomination  to  office,  of  any 
person  in  the  United  States.''  It  was  deemed 
important  when  the  Constitution  was  framed 
to  incorporate  in  it  the  express  provision  that 
**  Congress  shall  pass  no  law  abridging  the 
freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press,  or  the 
right  of  the  people  to  petition."  It  is  in  vain 
that  gentlemen  undertake  to  say  that  the  right 
of  petition  is  restricted  to  any  form  or  any 
number  of  persons,  or  that  persons  in  any 
official  position  in  the  United  States  may  be 
excluded  from  the  right.  Sir,  it  is  the  privi- 
lege of  all  the  people.  It  is  a  right  as  sacred 
as  the  right  of  liberty  or  life. 

You  need  not  tell  me,  sir,  that  it  is  com- 
petent for  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  to  say  to  me  that  because  I  happen  to 
be  a  Representative  of  the  people  it  shall  be  a 
crime,  unless  I  get  leave  front  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  for  me  to  indorse  a  paper 
asking  him  to  consider  the  claims  of  a  man  in 
every  way  competent  to  fill  with  honor  any 
place  to  which  he  may  be  appointed  and 
whose  character  gives  assurances  that  he  will 
perform  with  fidelity  the  duties  of  the  office — 
a  man  answering  to  the  Jeffersonian  test  in 
that  he  is  ** honest  and  capable" — a  man 
who  has  had  his  limbs  blown  away  in  the 
storm  of  battle  in  defense  of  your  flag.  Rep- 
resentatives, shall  it  by  your  act  be  made  a 
crime  for  me  or  you  to  venture  to  put  in  writ- 
ing, without  leave  first  had  and  obtained  from 
the  Executive,  a  true  statement  of  the  services 
and  the  character  of  such  a  man,  and  that  he 
is  able  to  fill  well  a  vacant  place  in  one  of  the 
Departments,  and  that  by  reason  of  what  he 
has  suffered  and  sacrificed  in  defense  of  his 
country  he  has  need  of  the  appointment?  No 
man  need  tell  me  that  when  I  sign  such  a 
petition  I  bring  dishonor  either  upon  myself 
or  upon  the  people  who  have  sent  me  here  as 
their  Representative. 

I  repeat,  the  bill  provides  that  no  member 
of  either  House  of  Congress  shall  directly  or 


indirectly,  verbally  or  in  writing,  by  agent  or 
third  person,  recommend  the  appointment  of 
any  person  to  office  in  the  civil  service  of  the 
United  States.  Under  this  provision,  if  a  con* 
test  is  going  on  in  your  district  between  two 
applicants  for  a  position  of  honor  and  trust, 
in  which  especial  qualification  is  of  import- 
ance to  the  country,  you  cannot  venture  to 
exercise  your  privilege  of  making  known 
through  the  press  your  views  touching  the  emi- 
nent fitness  of  one  of  these  men  as  compared 
with  the  other  for  that  appointment,  because 
it  would  be  indirectly  attempting  to  influence 
the  President,  and  especially  if  you  should 
happen  to  allow  the  man  whom  you  thus  favor, 
and  who  19  entitled  to  this  consideration  at 
your  hands  and  at  the  hands  of  all  his  neigh- 
bors, to  send  the  note  favorable  to  him  and 
truthful  in  its  contents  for  the  consideration 
of  the  President. 

Again,  sir,  as  was  intimated  the  other  day, 
if  you  happen  to  meet  the  President  in  the 
street  and  say  to  him  that  there  is  an  applica- 
tion pending  before  him  to  which  you  ask  his 
consideration,  telling  him  you  know  the  appli- 
cant to  be  in  every  way  deserving,  and  that 
yon  know  of  no  other  man  in  the  district  who 
would  be  willing  for  one  moment  to  interfere 
with  his  appointment,  you  are  to  be  held  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor,  and  must  be  taken  before 
a  court  to  answer. 

Again,  sir,  if  in  your  place  here  the  fact  be 
made  in  some  manner  to  appear  in  the  course 
of  debate  that  a  petition  was  pending  for  the 
appointment  of  one  of  your  neighbors,  you 
are  told  that  you  shall  not,  even  in  your  place 
as  a  Representative  of  the  people,  make  a 
truthful  utterance  in  favor  ot  or  against  the 
man's  appointment,  lest  by  direction  or  indi- 
rection you  should  seek  to  influence  the  Pres- 
ident. What  becomes,  with  such  legislation, 
of  that  other  provision  of  the  Constitution, 
the  privilege  not  so  much  of  the  Represent- 
ative as  of  the  people  represented,  that  Sen- 
ators and  Representatives  for  any  speech  or 
debate  in  either  House  shall  not  be  questioned 
in  any  other  place  ? 

Am  I  to  be  made  dumb  and  not  permitted 
to  open  my  mouth  when  one  of  my  neighbors 
happens  to  be  assaled  here  whose  name  is 
pending  for  appointment  before  one  of  these 
departments?  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  that, 
among  other  things,  is  proposed  oy  this  bill. 

To  show  more  clearly  to  tne  House  what  is 
proposed  I  beg  leave  to  read  from  the  text  of 
the  bill,  that  gentlemen  may  see  that  I  do  not 
overdraw  in  anything  I  have  said.  What  I 
am  about  to  read  from  the  text  of  the  bill  is 
the  strongest  argument  against  it,  an  argument 
so  strong  that  I  defy  the  wit  of  man,  nere  or 
anywhere,  to  answer  successfully  in  open, 
manly  debate.  I  know  many  things  may  be 
said  for  the  bill  under  a  rule  where  no  reply 
can  be  made;  but  I  submit  nothing  can  be 
said  for  it  to  justify  it.    How  does  it  read? 

That  hereafter  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  mem- 
ber of  either  House  of  Congress  or  Delegate  from  a 
Territory,  verbally  or  in  writing,  directly  or  indi* 
reotly.  or  by  any  agoot  or  third  jp^eraon,  to  solicit  or 
recommead.  or  to  advise  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  bead  of  a  Department,  or  of  any 
bureau  thereof,  or  any  official  who  has  by  law  power 
to  nominate  or  appoiut  to  positions  in  the  oivil  ser' 
vice  of  the  United  States,  to  nominate  or  appoint, 
or  to  refuse  to  nominate  or  appoint  any  person  to, 
or  to  remove  any  person  from,  office  or  employment 
in  the  oiyii  service,  except  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Src.  2.  That  whenever  the  President  or  the  bead 
of  a  Department  shall,  in  writing,  ask  the  opinion 
or  advice  of  a  member  of  Congress  or  a  Delegate 
from  a  Territory,  respecting  any  appointment  or 
removal,  such  member  or  Delegate  ma^.  in  writing 
only,  give  his  advice  or  opinion  resfTecting  such  ap- 
pointment or  removal.  And  such  member  or  Dele- 
gate may  also,  without  being  requested  so  to  do. 
give,  io  writing,  to  the  President  or  head  of  Depart- 
ment any  information  which  such  member  or  Dele- 
gate may  have  of  the  misconduct  or  unfaithfulness 
of  any  person  in  the  civil  service.  Any  such  inform- 
ation, advice,  or  opinion  given  to  the  President  or 
head  of  a  Department  by  any  member  and  Delegate 
shall  be  regarded  as  official,  and  shall  at  all  times  bo 
open  to  the  inspection  of  members  «id  Delegates ; 
and  copies  thereof  shall  be  transmitted  to  either 
House  of  Congress  whenever  called  for  by  tbeui  for 
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information  or  pnblieation.  All  appointmonts  and 
roinoTals  concerning  irhich  oommanioationa  shall 
have  been  reooived  by  the  Preaidont  or  heads  of 
Dopartmonts  from  members  or  Delegates  shall  be 
reported  to  Congress  at  the  session  thereof  next  after 
such  appointment  or  removal  shall  hare  been  made, 
together  with  all  correspondence  with  or  coramnni- 
oations  from  members  or  Delegates  respecting  the 
same. 

Sso.  3.  That  any  person  who  shall  violate  any  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor, and,  on  conviction  thereof,  shall  be  fined 
not  less  than  $100.  and  not  more  than  $1,000. 

Mr.  Speaker,  let  me  ask  the  attention  of  the 
House  A  little  further.  The  bill  embraces  not 
ineri'ly  the  executive  department — whether  in- 
tenditd  by  the  committee  or  not,  it  is  not  for 
me  to  inquire  ;  it  embraces  not  merely  the  Ex^ 
ecutive  of  this  Government  touching  the  matter 
of  appointments  before  whom  and  in  whose 
presence  you  are  to  be  dumb,  and  neither  in 
writing  directly  or  indirectly  make  reference 
touching  the  propriety  or  fitness  of  an  appoint- 
ment, but  it  enters  the  Senate  Chamber  and 
says  to  you  and  to  me,  that  inasmuch  as  the 
Senate  has  certain  official  power  over  appoint- 
ments which  are  to  bemaae  by  the  President, 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
you  shall  not  dare  after  the  nomination  has 
been  made,  because  the  Senate  is  clothed  by 
the  Constitution  with  power  to  confirm  or 
reject  the  nomination,  to  open  your  mouth  or 
utter  a  word  on  the  subject  to  any  Senator. 

Gentlemen  talk  here  about  the  sad  exhibi- 
tion of  courtiers  under  the  despotisms  of  the 
Old  World.  I  would  like  to  know  in  what  age 
of  the  world  such  a  miserable  spectacle  was 
ever  presented  as  would  follow  the  enactment 
into  law  o^  this  bill  7 

The  President  sends  a  name  to  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States  for  their  advice  and  con- 
currence to  an  appointment  to  office,  and  you 
are  to  be  told  in  tne  language  of  the  bill,  inas- 
much as  he  is  the  official  who  has  power  of 
appointment  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  you  shall  not,  unless  you 
get  leave,  directly  or  indirectly,  verbally  or  in 
writing,  suggest  that  the  man  named  deserves 
well  of  his  country  I  What  right  has  this  Con- 
gress to  sav  that  to  me  or  any  other  citizen  7 
What  right  has  Congress  to  inaugurate  by  law 
in  this  country  that  the  people^s  Represent- 
atives shall  be  the  mere  sycophants  and  slaves 
of  power,  standing  in  the  ante-chamber  of 
crowned  privilege,  bowing  at  every  nod  and 
simperinff  at  every  word  of  their  royal  mas- 
ters?   We  are  equal,  sir ;  we  are  all  equal. 

One  word  more  in  this  connection.  The 
bill  declares  that  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any 
member  of  either  House  of  Couisress  directly 
or  indirectly  to  advise  the  President.  What 
becomes  of  the  Constitntion,  that  the  Senate 
shall  advise  the  President?  This  law  says  no 
member  of  either  House  shall  directly  or  in- 
directly advise  the  President.  What  becomes 
of  the  provision  of  the  Constitution  thai  the 
President  shall  have  power,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  appoint 
embassadors  and  other  public  ministers  and 
consuls,  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  United  States  whose  ap- 
pointments are  not  otherwise  provided  fur? 
My  colleague  saw  this  weakness  in  the  bill  as 
to  the  Senate  ]  that  the  effect  was  by  the  very 
text  of  the  bill  to  make  it  unlawful  fur  the 
Senate  to  exercise  the  very  powers  with  which 
it  was  clothed  by  the  words  of  the  Constitution. 

The  gentleman  read  in  this  bill  that  the 
Senate  should  give  the  President  no  advice, 
that  they  should  be  dumb  until  he  asked 
them  for  advice  in  writing.  He  saw  the  dif- 
ficulty, and  therefore  he  incorporated  in  his 
substitute  this  proviso : 

Provided,  nevertheU»«,  That  nothingr  herein  shall 
be  construed  to  limit  or  obstruct  any  officer,  legally 
changed  with  any  duty  in  relation  to  nominations, 
appointments,  or  removals,  from  performing  any  act 
in  the  line  of  his  duty. 

Mr.  P£RRY,  of  Ohio.  Look  at  the  body 
of  the  section. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.    Oh  I  yes.    The  body  of 


the  section  is  somewhat  different;  but  afler 
all  the  body  of  the  section  contains  the  pro- 
vision to  which  I  have  made  objection.  It 
provides — 

That  hereafter  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  mem- 
ber or  officer  of  either  House  of  Congress  or  Delegate 
from  a  Territory,  or  for  any  member  or  officer  of  a 
jadi  nal  court  organised  under  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  or  for  any  other  officer  in  the  civil  service 
of  the  United  States,  to  solicit,  procure,  or  attempt  to 
procure  a  nomination  of  any  person  to  an  office  in  said 
civil  service,  or  to  solicit  or  procure,  or  attempt  to 
procure,  or  to  defeat  the  appointment  of  any  person 
to  an  office  in  said  oivil  service,  or  to  prevent  or  at- 
tempt to  prevent  a  nomination  of  any  person  to  an 
office  in  said  oivil  service,  or  to  solicit,  procure,  or 
attempt  to  procure  the  removal  of  any  person  from 
an  office  in  said  civil  service  by  means  or  in  manner 
not  in  accordance  with  the  rules  and  regulations  for 
the  civil  service  adopted  by  the  President. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Will  the 
gentleman  yield  to  me  to  have  read  a  sentence 
or  two  from  a  work  by  Arthur  Helps,  clerk 
of  the  Privy  Council  of  England,  entitled 
** Thoughts  on  Government,''  in  which  he 
tells  us  how  competitive  examination  works 
there? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.     I  yield  for  that  purpose. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

*'  In  Great  Britain  we  have,  of  late,  adopted  the 
system  of  competitive  examination,  as  a  means  of 
discerning  men's  qualifications  for  office.  In  my 
judgment,  although  the  system  has  long  been 
adopted  in  China,  it  is  a  most  inadequate  one  for  its 
purpose.  It  detects  qualifications  which  are  little 
needed,  while  it  fails,  inevitably,  to  discover  those 
which  are  most  needed.  It  is  a  bringing  back  of  the 
world  to  the  schools.  The  main  reasons  given  for 
its  adoption  are,  that  it  prevents  jobbery,  relieves 
men  in  power  from  importunity,  and  encourages 
education. 

"  These  may  be  very  good  objects;  but,  unfortun- 
ately, they  are  foreign  to  the  main  object,  which  is 
to  choose  fit  men,  and,  if  possible,  the  fittest  men, 
for  certain  employments.  Competitive  examina- 
tion is  mainly  a  mode  of  relieving  those  persons 
who  ought  to  have  the  burden  of  making  a  ohoiee 
from  the  re:«oonsibilit^  of  so  doing. 

"How  ineffeotive  this  mode  of  procedure  is  likely 
to  be  may  be  inferred  from  the  following  state- 
ment. You  wish  to  ascertain  that  a  man  will  be 
sealous,  faithful,  true,  reticent,  cautious,  and  capa- 
ble of  dealing  rapidly  with  current  business;  and, 
also,  as  he  advances  in  office,  of  taking  a  certain 
amount  of  responsibility  upon  himself.  You  think 
that  yon  have  accomplished  this  end  by  ascertaining 
that  he  can  construe  Latin,  and  has  been  crammoa 
with  a  certain  knowledge  of  the  facts  of  history, 
which  facts,  having  been  devoured  rather  than 
digested,  stand  very  little  chance  of  being  well  used 
by  him  for  the  future,  and  will  probably  be  entirely 
forgotten. 

"As  a  humorous  person.  I  know,  is  wont  to  say, 
*if  vott  were  to  try  the  candidates  in  whist  there 
might  be  a  chance  of  discerning  whether  they  would 
be  capable  of  dealing  with  the  real  business  of  Uie 
world.' " 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  hope 
this  will  not  come  out  of  the  gentleman's  time. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  desire  now  to  ask  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that  while 
my  honorable  colleague  [Mr.  Perrt]  has 
avoided  one  of  the  difficulties  arising  from  the 
bill  reported  from  the  committee,  all  I  have 
said  touching  the  bill,  as  originally  reported, 
applies  with  full  force  to  my  colleague  s  sub- 
stitute, save  and  except  the  exception  in  the 
interest  of  the  Senate. 

Now,  if  I  comprehended  the  argument  of 
my  colleague  the  other  day,  and  I  listened  to 
it  with  great  satisfaction,  it  was  that  one  of 
the  abuses  of  the  time  was  the  Senate^ s  inter- 
ference with  the  equal  rights  of  the  people  of 
this  country  in  the  matter  of  appointments. 
Some  gentlemen  went  so  far  as  to  intimate 
that  they  had  established  a  rule  of  their  own  ; 
that  a  single  Senator,  or  two  at  most,  repre- 
senting a  State,  could  command  at  anv  time 
the  control  of  the  body  for  the  rejection  of 
any  person  nominated,  unless  the  nomination 
was  in  accordance  with  the  personal  wishes 
of  the  Senator  or  Senators  of  a  single  State. 
I  agree  that  such  an  abuse  ought  to  be  avoided. 
As  I  understand,  there  is  no  remedy  for  it 
whatever  save  an  appeal  to  the  people.  But 
my  colleague  [Mr.  Perry]  has  called  my  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  in  his  substitute,  while 
in  the  proviso  it  is  stated  that  nothing  in  the 
act  shall  be  construed  to  limit  those  privileges 
which  belong  alike  to  all  citizens  of  the  United 


States,  he  does  make  a  limitation,  nevertbeW«. 

in  the  body  of  the  section  by  saying : 

In  manner  not  in  accordance  with  the  nale*  a&d 
regulations  for  the  oivil  service  adopted  by  the  Pr»j- 
ident.  to  go  into  effect  on  January  1.  1^*2,  or  sues 
other  rules  or  modifications  thereof  as  may  ce  m 
force  at  the  time. 

That  is,  at  the  time  the  appointment  is  f'cn  j- 
ing,  at  the  time  when  the  recommeodation  n 
made. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  difficulty  is  not  in 
any  want  of  intelligence  in  my  colleague,  but 
in  the  subject  itself.  What  right  have  we  in 
advance  to  say  that  the  commisaioners  mar 
exercise  the  high  powers  of  legislation  ovf^r  g^ 
without  knowing  what  they  do  at  the  t'mr? 
The  President  of  the  United  States  has  n-^ 
power  vested  in  him  under  the  ConafitnUor:  to 
do  anything  of  the  kind,  and  we  have  no  povvr 
to  clothe  him  with  any  such  authority  as  tha: 
proposed  by  the  substitute.  The  legislative 
power  rests  exclusively  in  the  Congress,  under 
the  limitations  of  the  Constitution  of  the  Un - 
ted  States,  and  we  have  no  right,  either  directlv 
or  indirectly,  to  pass  any  law  abridging  the 
right  of  petition,  abridging  freedom  of  8pe«H?h, 
or  abridging  the  freedom  of  the  press,  and  this 
right  belongs  to  all  the  citizens  of  the  Uniie-i 
States,  whether  they  be  in  office  or  out  uf 
office. 

Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  one  or  two  other 
views  of  this  subject  which,  with  the  favor  <«f 
the  House,  I  desire  to  present  very  bried/. 
The  powers  of  the  Government  are  subdivided 
between  three  great  departments,  the  legisla- 
tive department,  the  executive  departmeut, 
and  the  judicial  department.  It  is  our  duty 
under  the  Constitution  and  in  accordance  wi;h 
its  spirit  to  make  laws  for  all  the  people,  and 
having  done  that,  we  have  discharged  ost 
duty.  It  is  for  the  judiciary  to  interpret  the 
laws  under  the  Constitution,  and  pronoance 
judgment  on  all  issues  affecting  pro^ertyt  bb- 
erty,  or  life.  It  is  for  the  Exeoitive  cf  the 
United  States,  in  accordance  with  the  simple, 
plain  words  of  the  Constitution  and  the  obligra- 
tions  of  his  oath,  to  take  care  that  the  laws  be 
faithfully  executed,  all  the  laws,  including 
these  guarantees  of  the  Constitntion  of  the 
right  o?  petition,  and  the  right  of  free  speech 
and  a  free  press.  How  could  he  undertake, 
even  if  you  had  clothed  him  with  any  power 
of  this  sort,  to  say  that  it  shall  be  carried  into 
execution?  His  oath  would  sa^  it  is  for- 
bidden ;  the  plain  letter  of  the  Constitution 
would  say  it  is  forbidden.  The  discretion 
must  be  somewhere,  and  the  discretion  is  in 
us  to  exercise  the  right  of  petition,  the  right 
of  freedom  of  speech,  and  the  right  of  free- 
dom of  the  press,  and  if  we  exercise  it  to  the 
detriment  of  the  Republic  or  of  the  pnblic 
service,  if  we  abuse  the  great  tmst  confided 
to  us,  let  the  people  drive  us  from  this  place ; 
but  do  not,  in  God's  name,  undertake  to  make 
yourself  virtuous  by  your  own  legislation  in 
violation  of  your  oath,  of  the  Constitution  of 
your  country,  and  of  the  rights  of  the  people. 

I  only  desire  the  favor  of  the  House  for  a 
few  moments  longer.  I  have  siud  all  that  1 
can  say  in  these  hurried  moments  touching 
the  measure  itself,  but  I  desire  to  appeal  to 
my  Republican  friends  to  remember  that  we 
are  the  advance  guard  in  the  great  struggle 
which  has  resulted  substantially,  as  it  will 
result  fully  and  completely  and  forevermc>re. 
in  restoring  to  the  people  their  lost  liberties. 
Let  us  not  blot  the  record  of  liberty  assured 
to  all  bv  the  power  of  all.  Let  us  not  attempt 
voder  Uie  forms  of  law  to  foij^e  fetters  for  the 
minds  and  consciences  of  ^eemeii  in  this 
country.  Let  the  civil  service  be  reformed,  but 
let  it  be  reformed  in  the  only  way  it  can  be 
reformed  under  the  Constitution  of  the  Unite-i 
States,  and  that  is  through  integrity  to  duty 
and  honor  on  the  part  of  the  executive  oS- 
cers,  through  integrity  to  duty  and  honor  ol 
the  part  of  all  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  of  the  people  themselves.  Public 
opinion  is  the  controlling  power  in  this  cohb- 
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try.  It  requires  to-day  that  every  station  high 
or  low  under  the  Governmeat,  at  home  or 
abroad,  shall  be  filled  by  men  honest,  capable, 
and  faithful. 

I  say  for  myself,  without  intending  to  cast 
reproach  on  Administrations  that  have  gone 
before,  that  everything  is  being  done  which 
can  be  done  by  the  great  man  who  occupies 
the  presidential  chair  in  this  direction,  and 
more  than  ever  was  done  for  the  reform  of 
the  civil  service  at  any  time  iu  the  experience 
of  the  members  of  this  House.  Every  civil 
position  is  as  honorably  filled  to-day  as  ever 
before  iu  the  history  of  the  American  Govern- 
.ment. 

Gentlemen  talk  here,  in  the  heat  and  excite- 
meut  of  debate,  about  the  extravagance  of 
expenditures.  I  say  to  gentlemen  that  the 
records  of  the  Treasury  show  that  the  legiii- 
mate  expenditures  of  the  Government  under 
the  present  Administration  are  less  fifteen  per 
cent,  per  capita  than  under  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Buchanan,  the  last  Democratic  Presi- 
dent of  the  Republic. 

Mr.  WILLAKD.  I  now  yield  to  the  gentle- 
man from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Banks]  for  five 
minutes. 

Mr.  BANKS.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  deny 
the  fact  that  there  are  very  grave  evils  con- 
nected with  the  civil  service  of  this  Govern- 
ment. I  limit  myself  to  Raying  to  the  gentle- 
man who  has  reported  this  bill,  [Mr.  Wil- 
LARD,]  and  to  other  member.-i  of  this  House, 
that  in  my  opinion  this  bill  does  not  reach 
the  difficulty;  it  does  not  afford  a  remedy. 
The  fonndation  of  the  difficulties  connected 
with  the  civil  service  is  in  the  fact  that  of  late 
years  the  people  have  come  to  believe  that 
the  only  good  for  them  or  for  their  succe'ssors 
is  in  obtaining  office.  The  remedy  for  that  is 
a  change  in  their  opinions  upon  that  subject, 
which  change  will  be  brought  about  by  expe- 
rience. Without  going  through  the  experi- 
ment of  obtaining  office,  they  will  be  obliged 
to  change  their  opinion  upon  the  question 
whether  it  is  the  greatest  good  that  a  man  can 
attain. 

The  gentleman  from  Missouri  [Mr.  Finkbln- 
iiURG]  said  that  members  of  Congress  would 
be  relieved  from  a  great  deal  of  annoyance  if 
ihey  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  patronage  of 
the  Government.  Sir,  every  member  of  the 
House,  and  every  person  connected  with  the 
administration  of  the  Government  anywhere, 
and  at  any  time,  and  under  any  form  of  gov- 
ernment, will  understand  perfectly  well  that 
there  is  annoyance  connected  with  every  duty 
of  government;  and  to  escape  annoyance  we 
luusi  escape  public  service ;  that  is  the  only 
way.  But  in  accepting  public  service  they 
have  nothing  to  do  but  to  attend  to  the  busi- 
ness of  other  people,  which  is  oftentimes  a 
very  annoying  and  disagreeable  duty.  Nearly 
three  hundred  years  since  Jacob  Catz,  of  Hol- 
land, in  his  illustrated  Moral  Emblems,  taught 
that  ^^  who  served  the  public  hath  a  hard  mas 
t«'r."     That  always  will  be  so. 

But  what  I  wanted  to  say  on  this  particular 
bill  is  comprised  in  the  few  words,  that  it  does 
not  so  much  concern  the  rights,  the  interests, 
or  the  advantage  of  members  of  Congress. 
What  it  does  concern  is  the  capacity  and  the 
power  of  the  President  to  administer  his  duties 
under  the  Constitution.  In  that  consideration 
it  is  as  unwise  and  fatal  a  measure  as  ever  has 
been  or  ever  can  be  proposed.  In  the  first 
place,  I  do  not  hesitate  to  express  the  opinion 
that  the  interest  of  members  of  Congress  gen- 
erally is  in  having  men  appointed  to  office 
who  are  good  men,  of  fair  minds  and  fair 
character.  The  appointments  that  best  satisfy 
members  of  Congress  are  those  that  best 
satisfy  the  public.  And  the  public  are  best 
8>iti.stied  by  having  fair- mindea  men  appointed 
to  office.  The  instances  where  men  depart 
iVom  this  rule  of  recommendation  to  office 
are  very  few.  The  instances  where  men  seek 
to  build  up  personal  aggrandizement,  by  pa- 
tronage are  very  few,  and  always  fail.     But 


those  instances  where  men  support  for  office 
fair-minded  men  are  numerous,  and  always 
of  advantage  to  the  Government. 

Let  me  say  another  thing.  There  are  no 
men  in  the  country  that  have  so  good  oppor- 
tunities and  so  good  means  of  advising  the 
President  in  regard  to  appointments  as  mem- 
bers of  Congress.  Thev  have  more  ready 
access  to  him  and  to  the  heads  of  Depart- 
ments and  bureaus  than  any  other  men  can 
have.  Then,  on  the  other  band,  they  know 
better  than  any  other  men  can  know  the  char- 
acter of  those  persons  in  their  districts  whom 
they  may  recommend  for  office. 

Now,  this  bill  deprives  the  President  of 
that  information  in  any  wa^  or  shape  or  char- 
acter. In  the  first  place,  it  forbids  members 
of  Congress  from  volunteering  information. 
It  is  made  an  unlawful  act ;  it  is  the  contem- 
plation of  this  bill  to  punish  such  an  act  by 
fine  or  imprisonment,  whether  expressed  in 
this  bill  or  not. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  It  is  expressed  in  the  bill 
in  substance. 

Mr.  BANKS.  They  cannot,  therefore,  give 
any  recommendation  to  him  or  to  any  head  of 
Departmentor  chief  of  bureau,  or  to  any  other 
officer  of  the  Government,  or  to  any  third  per- 
son, even,  without  being  liable  to  punishment 
as  for  some  offense  or  crime.  That  is  what 
it  deprives  members  of  Congress  from  doing. 
There  is  one  exception,  however.  If  I  know 
that  the  President  is  about  to  appoint  a  man 
who  has  been  convicted  of  crime,  or  a  man 
who  is  utterly  without  any  moral  sense  what- 
ever, this  bill  forbids  me  to  give  the  President 
notice  of  that  fact  or  to  give  any  other  person 
notice  of  it.  But  after  he  has  appointed  him, 
then  I  am  at  liberty  to  give  him  notice  that 
he  has  appointed  a  criminal  to  office.  That 
is  not  legislation  for  us  to  adopt. 

It  is  said  the  President  may  ask  our  opin- 
ions concerning  the  men  he  is  about  to 
appoint — the  men  recommended  to  him. 
Now,  sir,  if  a  member  of  Congress  gives  the 
President  any  advice,  he  must  under  this  bill 
give  it  in  writing  and  upon  the  condition  that 
when  given  it  is  to  be  published.  Sir,  no  man 
will  ever  give  information  to  the  President 
under  such  circumstances.  According  to  the 
experience  of  every  department  of  the  Govern- 
ment, from  its  foundation  to  the  present  time, 
it  has  been  found  necessary  that  information 
given  in  regard  to  appointments  and  other 
matters  of  the  kind  should  be  kept  confiden- 
tial and  sacred.  If  such  information  were 
given  to  the  public  in  any  form,  the  executive 
department  would  be  deprived  forever  afler 
of  the  opportunity  to  gain  such  information. 

Now,  sir,  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  that 
members  of  Congress  cannot  give  any  informa- 
tion in  advance  of  any  appointment;  that  they 
can  merely  notify  the  Pre  ident  or  the  head 
of  a  Department,  when  an  ar  pointment  has 
been  made,  that  he  has  appointed  a  man  unfit 
for  the  place  ;  that  such  information  must  be 
given  in  writing  and  is  to  be  published  as  soon 
as  it  is  given,  make  it  impossible  that  the 
Government  shall  gain  any  information  from 
this  source — the  beat  source,  in  my  judgment, 
for  enlightenment  in  regard  to  the  performance 
of  such  duties. 

I  feel  assured  that  gentlemen  of  the  commit- 
tee will  not  ask  ns  to  commit  ourselves  to  a 
bill  of  this  kind.  It  changes  the  nature  and 
character  of  the  Government;  it  deprives  the 
Executive  of  all  possible  advantage  from  our 
experience  and  acquaintance  with  the  people 
of  the  country  and  with  the  duties  of  the 
Government ;  and  moreover,  if  we  carry  it  out 
to  the  extent  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missouri,  and  provide  that  members  shall  not 
communicate  in  these  matters  with  the  execu- 
tive officers,  it  makes  the  Government  a  rope 
of  sand,  a  Government  with  no  cohesion,  no 
effective  power  to  execute  its  purposes  and 
carry  out  its  principles.  No  free  Government, 
no  democratic  institutions,  can  stand  under 
such  a  state  of  things. 
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Mr.  GARFIBLD,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker, 
three  things  have  been  brought  prominently 
before  us  in  this  debate:  first,  that  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  does  not  permit 
us  to  inaugurate  any  civil  service  reform  ;  sec- 
ond, that  the  interests  of  our  great  party  do 
not  allow  us  to  enter  upon  any  such  reform  ; 
and  third,  that  our  civil  service-is  now  so  pure 
that  it  is  not  worth  while  to  attempt  to  make 
it  better.  These  three  points  have  been  put 
at  us  at  every  turn  in  this  debate ;  and  I  wi^h 
to  say  a  word  or  two  concerning. each. 

My  colleague  [Mr.  Bingham]  has  just  been 
telling  the  House  what  the  Constitutioti  and 
its  guarantees  are  in  this  regard,  and  what  is 
the  effect  of  the  teachings  of  the  Constitution 
upon  this  bill.  I  call  the  attention  of  my  col- 
league to  the  fact  that  from  the  days  of  the 
fathers  down  nearly  to  the  present  time  it  has 
been  the  golden  rule  of  our  policy  of  govern- 
ment that  the  three  great  departments  should 
be  separate,  independent  ot  each  other,  co- 
equal, coordinate,  and  that  the  rights  of  neither 
should  be  encroached  upon  by  the  others. 
There  never  was  a  nobler  utterance  on  this 
point  than  that  made  by  John  Adams,  and 
adopted  by  all  the  fathers  of  the  Government 
and  embodied  in  the  constitutions  of  many  of 
the  States,  that  the  'legislative  department 
shall  never  exercise  the  executive  and  judicial 
powers,  or  either  of  them  ;  the  judicial  shall 
never  exercise  the  legislative  and  executive 
powers,  or  either  of  them  ;  and  the  executive 
shall  never  exercise  the  legislative  and  judicial 
powers,  or  either  of  them,  to  the  end  that 
it  may  be  a  Government  of  laws,  and  not  of 
men." 

Now,  I  affirm,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  during  the 
last  forty  years  the  spirit  and  meaning  of  that 
rule  have  been  repeatedly  violated  in  the 
mode  in  which  our  civil  service  has  been 
administered.  It  cannot  be  said  with  even 
a  show  of  truth  that  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  this  Government  does  now  exercise 
his  constitutional  function  of  nomination  to 
office  even,  without  the  constant  and  increas- 
ing pressure  of  the  legislative  department. 
And  for  many  years  the  Presidents  of  the 
United  States  have  been  crying  out  in  I  heir 
agony  to  be  relieved  of  this  unconstitutional, 
crushing,  irresistible  pressure  brought  to  bear 
upon  them  by  the  entire  body  of  that  party 
in  the  legislative  department  which  elected 
them  to  power.  Individual  members  of  Con- 
gress are  no  longer  wholly  responsible  forthia 
state  of  tbiogs,  for  they  are  also  pressed  by 
their  political  friends  for  help,  which  it  is  un- 
derstood they  are  able  to  render,  it  is  hardly 
possible  for  any  man  in  public  life  to  escape 
this  pressure.  But  this  state  of  things  has 
grown  up  gradually 'and  by  almost  impercep- 
tible degrees,  until  the  old  adjustment  of  the 
different  departments  of  the  Government  is 
wholly  changed. 

I  affirm  that  this  present  custom  and  policy 
is  an  apostasy  from  the  original  policy  of  the 
Government — an  apostasy  alarming  in  its 
character — ^and  that  the  chiefest  reason  why 
a  reform  in  the  civil  service  is  required  is 
that  the  three  powers,  or  particularly  the  two 
powers  of  the  Government,  the  legislative  aud 
executive,  may  be  restored  to  their  independ- 
ence, may  be  left  unawed  and  uninfluenced 
by  the  pressure  of  personal  dictation  and  con- 
trol. 

We  sometimes  complain  that  our  public 
buildings  are  scattered  so  widely  over  this  ciiy. 
That  policy  was  inaugurated  by  President 
Washington,  because  he  said  the  departments 
ought  to  be  kept  separate  and  so  far  apart 
that  there  should  be  no  interference  or  col- 
lusion between  them.  It  is  for  that  reason  our 
public  buildings  here  were  located  at  points 
so  remote  from  each  other. 

Mr.  BUTLEH,  of  Massachusetts.     Tell  me 
your  authority  for  that. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     I  cannot  yield 
now. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.     I  only 
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want  to  know  where  I  can  find  that  in  the 
books. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  You  will  find  it 
in  the  Globe  to-morrow  morning. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachasetts.  That  is 
the  only  book  in  which  it  could  be  found. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  gentleman 
will  find  that  my  statement  is  veritable  history. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are  told  that  our  pub- 
lic service  is  now  as  good  as  any  in  the  world. 
The  President  says  in  his  first  message  which 
relates  to  this  subject,  that  **  the  present  sys- 
tem does  not  secure  the  best  men,  and  often 
not  even  fit  men  for  public  place."  That  is 
what  the  President  of  the  United  States  says 
to  the  gentlemen  who  oppose  civil  service  re- 
form, and  who  say  that  this  system  is  so  good 
that  nothing  more  is  needed. 

Next  comes  the  plea  for  party  and  its  neces- 
sities. Our  party,  the  gentleman  from  Cali- 
fornia [Mr.  Sarobnt]  tells  us,  has  done  glori- 
ously in  the  past.  I  agree  with  him  in  this, 
and  there  are  few  things  that  gentleman  says 
in  which  I  do  not  agree  with  him.  But  he 
goes  on  to  say  that  our  party  is  doing  its  work 
well,  and  had  better  not  be  disturbed  by  meas- 
ures of  this  sort.  Other  gentlemen  have  inti- 
mated that  no  party  could  live  in  this  country 
without  the  use  of  the  patronage  to  keep  it  in 

Sower.  The  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
NAPP]  boldly  told  us  that  theonly  way  we  ever 
electea  Presidents  was  by  letting  his  support- 
ers understand  that  they  were  to  enjoy  the  spoils 
of  office  as  a  reward  of  success.  Mr.  Speaker, 
the  history  of  the  country  and  its  parties  teaches 
me  a  different  lesson.  The  best  and  noblest 
reforms  and  revolutions  in  the  public  senti- 
ment of  this  country  have  been  achieved  by  the 
people  with  patronage,  power,  and  the  spoils 
of  office  against  them,  and  where  not  one  in  a 
hundred  of  the  successful  expected  any  other 
reward  than  the  triumph  of  the  principle  they 
advocated.  In  such  conflicts  our  noblest  tri- 
umphs have  been  achieved.  But,  sir,  if  we 
are  to  look  at  mere  party  success,  I  would 
still  say  that  a  reform  in  our  civil  service  is  fast 
becoming  a  demand  of  our  time  which  no  party 
can  afford  to  ignore. 

The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  [Mr. 
Butler]  tells  us  we  got  along  well  in  our  war; 
that  the  paymasters  settled  our  accounts  to 
well  that  we  stood  preeminently  above  Eng- 
land in  her  settlements  during  the  Crimean 
war.  Our  paymasters  did  well;  and  why? 
Because  we  had  a  system  of  service  by  which 
every  officer  was  held  to  a  strict  accountability, 
a  system  under  which  we  do  not  remove  an 
officer  from  office  upon  the  demand  of  any  poli- 
tician who  may  want  his  place.  Our  Navy 
and  our  Army  both  belong  to  that  class  of  ser- 
vice which  is  the  poles  apart  from  the  kind  of 
service  to  which  this  measure  relates. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  Will  the  gentleman  yield 
to  me  for  a  moment?  ^ 

Mr.  GARFIELD  of  Ohio.  I  cannot,  there 
is  no  great  and  eminently  successful  depart- 
ment of  this  Government  which  has  not  been 
made  so  by  being  taken  out  of  the  ordinary 
channels  of  political  management.  Is  there  a 
man  here  who  would  be  willing  to  turn  the  Coast 
Survey  service  over  to  the  fate  of  our  ordinary 
civil  service?  In  that  bureau  we  have  a  sys- 
tem of  promotion  by  merit,  which  has  given 
us  those  distinguished  and  noble  men  who  in 
that  service  have  crowned  the  nation  with 
honor.  So  with  the  Light- House  Board ;  and 
so  with  all  the  branches  of  oar  service  which 
have  really  been  an  honor  to  human  nature, 
and  a  glory  to  the  nation  itself.  It  is  because 
we  wish  to  lift  other  departments  to  a  simi- 
larly high  plane  that  we  ask  the  power  of  Con- 
gress to  some  measure  of  civil  service  reform. 

1  wish  to  pass  to  another  point.  Gentlemen 
who  udvocate  the  purity  of  our  civil  service 
say  that  it  is  now  doing  well  and  needs  no  re- 
form. I  ask  those  gentlemen  what  they  think 
of  the  system  of  political  assessments  ?  I  ask 
them  what  they  think  of  the  collector  of  a  great 
port  or  chief  of  any  great  branch  of  the  ser- 


vice issuing  a  circular  calling  for  one,  two,  or 
three  per  cent,  of  the  salaries  of  all  the  em- 
ployes under  his  control  to  be  used  for  party 
purposes  with  the  distinct  understanding  that 
unless  they  paid  that  per  cent,  .upon  their 
salaries  others  will  be  found  to  fill  their  places 
who  will  pay  the  assessment?  I  call  the  atten- 
tion of  gentlemen  around  me  to  that  shameful 
fact  that  prevails  all  through  our  service,  and 
which  has  prevailed  for  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  And  I  call  their  attention  to  the  honor- 
able fact  that  in  this  very  executive  order,  pub- 
lished two  mornings  ago,  which  has  met  such 
a  contemptuous  reception  in  this  House,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  says : 

**Polltioal  assessments,  as  they  are  called,  are  for- 
bidden in  all  the  Departments  of  the  civil  service 
of  the  United  States.'' 

There  is  an  executive  order  forbidding  po- 
litical assessments,  and  yet  gentlemen  around 
me  do  not  want  this  order  of  the  President  to 
prevail  because  the  practice  which  it  condemns 
affords  a  large  so-called  electioneering  fund, 
which  in  many  cases  never  gets  beyond  the 
pockets  of  the  shysters,  the  hangers-on,  and 
the  mere  camp-followers  of  the  party. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  sav  a  word 
in  another  direction.  During  the  debate  of 
last  week,  and  also  of  yesterday,  insinuations 
were  made  affecting  the  motives  of  public 
officers  and  members  which  I  do  not  propose 
to  pass  over  in  silence.  We  were  told  in  very 
plain  language  that  this  civil  service  business 
was  a  trick  of  some  people  who  did  not  like 
the  President,  and  who  want  to  get  up  a  hos- 
tile movement  at  Cincinnati,  and  that  the 
President  has  been  caught  in  a  trap  spread 
for  him  by  Congress  at  uie  instigation  of  his 
enemies. 

'*  Mark  now,  how  a  plain  tale  shall  pat  you  down." 

In  speaking  *of  the  history  of  this  movement 
yesterday,  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
[Mr.  Butler]  said  it  began  in  the  Senate  on 
an  amendment  put  on  to  an  appropriation 
bill,  and  that  it  came  over  here  and  was 
passed  in  the  last  hours  of  the  session,  far  into 
the  morning,  and  being  thus  forced  upon  the 
President  he  was  compelled  to  take  the  action 
he  did  take.  I  answer  by  the  plain  facts  of  the 
case,  that  the  measure  originated  not  in  the 
Senate  on  the  night  of  March  4,  1871,  but  in 
the  President's  message  of  December  6,  1870, 
where  these  words  are  used : 

*'  I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  one  abase  of 
loner  standing,  which  I  would  like  to  see  remedied 
by  this  CoDgress.  It  is  a  reform  in  the  civil  terviee 
of  the  country.'' 

That  was  four  months  before  the  amend- 
ment of  which  the  gentleman  speaks  was  put 
on  in  the  Senate.  In  obedience  to  the  re- 
quest of  the  President,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1871,  the  amendment  was  put  on,  authorizing 
the  President  to  devise  some  means  for  the 
regulation  of  the  public  service. 

Mr.  BANES.  What  was  the  '"abuse"  re- 
ferred to  by  the  President? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  state  of 
the  civil  service.  Then,  ten  months  after  the 
law  had  been  passed,  in  obedience  to  the  Pres- 
ident's recommendation,  a  message  came  to 
us  from  the  President,  bearing  date  December 
19,  1871,  forwarding  the  report  of  the  com- 
missioners, and  saying : 

**I  ask  for  all  the  strength  which  Congress  can 
give  me  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  reforms  of  the 
civil  service  recommended  by  the  commissioners, 
and  adopted,  to  take  effect  on  the  Ist  of  January, 
1872." 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  My  colleague  will  notice 
that  the  President  reserves  to  himself  the  right 
to  amend  the  rules. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Certainly,  he 
reserves  to  himself  the  right  to  amend  the 
rules.  And  now,  on  the  16th  of  April,  1872, 
he  sends  us  an  executive  order  with  a  body 
of  rules  which  the  experience  of  several 
months  more  has  enabled  him  to  present  in 
an  amended  form ;  and  he  calls  upon  Con- 
gress to  support  him  in  carrying  these  rules 
into  effect. 


Now,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  MassachnsfHst 
[Mr.  Butler]  yesterday  took  upon  himself  to 
repeat  what  he  had  said  laat  week  about  thi< 
trick  bv  which  the  President  of  the  United 
States  had  been  entrapped  into  the  civil  ser- 
vice net.  And  furthermore,  lamio^  direciij 
to  myself,  he  made  the  remark  that  if  he  w<;re 
chairman  of  the  leading  committee  of  thr; 
House  he  would  endeavor  to  support  the  P^e^  - 
dent  of  the  United  States  in  that  matter,  ai.d 
not  be,  as  he  intimated  several  tinaes  in  tLr 
course  of  his  speech,  the  President's  enemy  II 
regard  to  this  subject.  Thereupon  I  asked  the 
gentleman  a  question. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  Will  thd 
gentleman  first  allow  me  to  ask  him  a  ques- 
tion? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     Yea,  air. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  la  it  true, 
as  1  see  stated  here  in  the  Tribune,  that  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Approptiatious 
refuses  to  indorse  the  Administratioo  7 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  do  Dot  pro- 
pose  to  be  marched  out  over  anybody*!  race 
course  at  the  gentleman's  bidding. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  should 
take  a  very  different  horse  when  in  want  of  a 
racer.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  have  the  same 
paper  to  which  the  gentleman  refers,  and  it 
says  that  the  entire  Massachusetts  delegaboc 
did  not  sign  that  dispatch. 

Mr.  BUrLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Well,  I 
am  readj  to  deny  that  assertion,  for  it  is  a  lie. 
Can  the  gentleman  make  the  same  denial? 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  call  for  order; 
these  interruptions  are  intolerable. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  1  destre  to  say 
to  the  gentleman  from  MassachnseUa  that  I 
have  a  few  more  words  to  address  to  him  on 
this  question. 

Now,  it  was  clear  to  my  mind  that  in  tht^ 
debate  yesterday  the  gentleman  pretended  to 
speak  by  authority,  and  to  represent  that  thi» 
civil  service  reform  movement  was  thmstupou 
an  unwilling  President,  and  that  those  of  ns 
who  advocate  it  were  enemies  of  the  Admin- 
istration. 

Now,  I  have  recounted  briefly  the  stages  hj 
which  we  reached  the  present  situation  in 
regard  to  this  civil  service  question.  I  bai^c 
shown  you  that  it  was  begun  by  the  President, 
that  it  has  been  followed  up  by  the  Preside rit. 
that  he  has  asked  the  help  of  Congress  in  car 
ryinz  it  out;  but  to  make  myself  doubly  sure 
I  called  on  the  President  last  eveaing,  with 
one  of  my  colleagues,  and  conversed  with  him 
upon  the  matter  of  civil  service  reform,  and  I 
have  the  liberty  to  say 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  call  tht 
gentleman  to  order. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Make  yoar  pckni 
of  order. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  My  point 
of  order  is  that  the  utterances  of  the  Pre<i- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  except  when  bruu|rnt 
here  in  the  form  of  messages,  cannot  b« 
brought  in  here  to  influence  ooogressiooal 
legislation. 

Mr.  COX.  Oh  they  will  not  make  mach 
impression  here.  The  gentleraao  need  not  be 
alarmed.     [Laaghter.] 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massaohnsetts.  1  made 
the  point  of  order  because  the  gentleman  wa» 
about  to  state  what  the  President  had  said  to 
him. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  raid 
on  what  the  gentleman  was  aboot  to  tsj. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  tvie  tA 
which  the  gentleman  from  Massachasetts  re- 
fers will  not  apply  hero.  The  gentlentan 
forgets  that  this  is  not  the  oriminai  court  o( 
Middlesex. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Ko,  it  n 
not,  for  there  is  some  propriety  and  decoruia 
in  a  cri  mi  nal  court.     [  Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  had  boj-ea 
there  would  be  some  here  also.     [ Laughter. j 
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I  desire  to  say  to  the  Hoase  that  from  all  the 
means  of  information  at  my  command  I  am 
clearly  of  opinion  that  in  all  this  matter  of 
civil  service  reform  the  President  has  been 
not  only  sincere,  but  deeply  in  earnest.  Every 
message  he  has  sent  on  the  subject  makes  me 
sure  that  it  is  so,  and  nothing  that  I  have  ever 
heard  from  him  detracts  from  that  assurance. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  point  of  order  was 
made  yesterday  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusettS)  [Mr.  Hoar, J  and  again  to-day  by 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  But- 
ler. J  The  Chair  regards  it  as  an  indecorum 
to  refer  in  any  manner  to  conversations  with 
the  President  of  the  United  States  with  a  view 
to  influence  the  action  of  the  House. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Now  do 
you  not  wish  it  was  a  criminal  court,  where 
you  could  avoid  that  ruling?     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  QARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  1  call  the  Speak- 
er's attention,  with  all  respect,  to  the  fact  that 
I  have  not  given  the  conversation,  but  have 
stated  my  own  opinions—— 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  thinks  the 
wording  of  it  in  that  way  will  not  avoid  the 
rule  or  relieve  it  from  the  operation  of  the 
rule.  The  Chair  only  ruled  in  the  matter 
because  his  attention  had  twice  been  called  to 
it  by  members ;  he  rather  waived  it,  because 
he  is  never  anxious  to  obtrude  rulings.  The 
gentleman's  statement  of  the  impression  made 
on  his  mind  by  a  conversation  with  the  Presi- 
dent was  bringing  into  the  free  and  independ- 
ent counsels  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple the  opinions  of  the  Execntivei  which  can 
only  be  brought  here  through  the  regular 
channels. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  If  anything  I 
have  said  has  led  me  close  upon  the  borders 
of  parliamentary  propriety,  it  has  been  because 
the  insinuation  was  made  here,  in  a  manner 
quite  unparalleled  in  the  experience  I  have 
had  on  this  floor,  that  those  who  defend 
civil  service  reform  are  doing  it  as  antagonists 
of  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  nation.  I  thought 
it  was  as  orderly  to  do  justice  to  the  President 
as  to  do  him  iujustiee. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massaehasctts.  I  call  the 
gentleman  to  order.     He  misstates  me. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  That  is  not  a 
point  of  order. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massochosetu.  I  said  that 
the  enemies  of  the  President  were  the  friends 
of  civil  service  reform.  I  did  not  say  that  all 
the  friends  of  civil  service  reform  were  enemies 
of  the  President 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Will  my  colleagae 
allow  me  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts a  question  ? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.     Certainly. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  ask  the  gentleman 
if  be  did  not  say  in  his  remarks  yesterday  that 
any  member  advocating  civil  sevioe  reform  here 
bad  need  of  a  certificate  that  he  was  not  going 
to  the  Cincinnati  convention? 

Mr.  BUTLER,  ofMassachusetto.  Yes,  I  said 
so,  and  I  tried  to  get  a  certificate  from  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Gabiikld]  a  minute 
ligo,  but  he  will  not  give  me  one. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  desire  to  say 
that  the  gentleman  has  never  yet  been  appointed 
the  keeper  of  my  political  conscienee. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  never 
knew  you  had  any.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio,  llie  genlle- 
man^B  status  in  that  respect  needs  no  discus- 
sion. But  I  desire  to  say,  as  the  sam  of  all 
;hat  I  wish  to  offer  to  the  House  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  we  have  now  reached  a  point  in  this 
egislation  where,  in  tqj  jad^ent,  one  thing 
6  absolutely  necessary;  that  is,  that  the  Con 
^ress  of  the  United  States  shall  abdicate  its 
isurped  and  pretended  right  to  dictate  appoint- 
ments to  the  chief  Executive.  Now,  i  am 
lot  willing  to  go  so  far  as  the  gentleman  from 
b^ermofiit,  [Mr.WiLLAAD,]and  makeitaerim- 
nal  offense  to  make  a  recommendation  to  the 
coresident,  aithoogh  I  would  remind  my  col- 
ea^e  from  Ohio  [Mr.  Bivghaji]  that  we  have 


a  law  that  does  make  it  a  criminal  offense  for 
members  of  Congress  to  practice  in  the  claims 
departments  of  the  Government. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  would  ask  the  attention 
of  my  colleague  [Mr.  Garfikid]  to  the  fact 
that  that  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  universal 
right  of  the  citizen  which  is  involved  in  this 
matter. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  It  has  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  the  universal  right  of  a  lawyer 
to  take  a  case  and  receive  a  fee  for  it,  and  is 
quite  a  parallel  case. 

Let  us  show  our  willingness  to  aid  the  Pres- 
ident in  this  matter  by  removing  the  great 
pressure  of  congressional  solicitations,  and 
then  hold  him  responsible  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  discharges  his  duties. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  You  regulate  the  admis- 
sion of  lawyers  to  all  your  courts,  and  every- 
body knows  that  that  is  not  within  the  gentle- 
man's guarantee.  I  understand  the  gentleman 
and  his  logic  too ;  it  has  nothing  to  do  with 
this  matter  at  all. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

The  SPEAKER.  Debate  is  exhausted  upon 
the  pending  bill.  The  first  questioD  is  upon 
the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Massachu- 
setts, that  this  bill  and  pending  amendments 
be  recommitted  to  the  committee  from  which 
it  was  reported. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  move  that  the  bill  be 
laid  on  the  table.  • 

Mr.  WILLARD.  And  upon  that  question 
I  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  hope 
the  gentleman  will  withdraw  that  motion,  and 
let  the  House  vote  on  the  motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  will  withdraw  the  mo- 
tion. 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  like  the  privilege  of 
saying  a  few  words  on  this  question,  as  we 
have  become  confused  by  the  disonsBion  on 
the  other  side. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  If  there  ia  opportunity 
allowed  to  reply,  I  will  not  object 

Mr.  COX.  Nearly  all  the  time  has  been 
occupied  by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side. 

Mr.  POLAND.  At  two  o'clock  to-day  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  are 
entitled  to  the  floor,  and  they  have  a  great 
deal  of  business  to  report. 

The  SPEAKER,  ^flhe  question  is  upon  the 
motion  to  recommit. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  hope  the  committee  will 
have  leave  to  report  at  any  time. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  requires  unanimous 
eonsent. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Mr.  Bivo- 
HAM  and  Mr.  Shanks  objected. 

Mr.  WILLARD.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  motion  to  recommit. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken  ;  and  there  were-— 
yeas  97,  najrs  79,  not  voting  64 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— MeMrs.  Ames.  Averill,  Banks,  Barber, 
Beok,  Bigbj,  Bioffbam,  Bird,  James  G.  Blair,  Boles, 
Braxton,  Bright,  Buckley,  BeDJamin  F.Butler. Rod- 
erick R.  Butler,  William  T.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke, 
Cobum,  Cofflilan,Cominfo,Conger,Criteher,  Crocker. 
Darrall.DeLarge.  Dickey.  DonpaD,Dox,  DaelUDan- 
noll,  Farwell,  GToUaday,  Qoodrich,  Harmer,  Harper, 
George  B.  Harris,  John  T.  Harris,  Havens.  Hays, 
Gerry  W.  Uaselton,  John  W.  Has-  Iton,  Kendall. 

Serr,  Ketcham,  King.  Lamison,  Lamport,  Lansing, 
aynard.MoJaDkin,McKee.Mercur,MooreJdorey, 
Morgan,  Leonard  Myers,  Niblack,  Packer,  Palmer, 
Isaac  C.  Parker,  Peek,  Peroe,  Peters.  Prindle,  Rainey, 
Rusk,  Sargent,  Soofleld,  Seeley.  Sessions,  Shanks, 
Sheldon.  Shoemaker.  Slater.  Sloss.  John  A,  Smith, 
Snapp,  Snyder,  R.  Milton  Speer,  Thomas  J.  Speer, 
Spragae,  StoQghtoD,  Sypher,Taffe,  Terry.  Washing- 
Con  Townsend,  Tomer. TwiehelLTyner, Van  Tramp. 
Waddell.  Walden»  Wallace.  Wheeler.  Whiteley. 
Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  and  John  T.  Wilson— 97. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Acker,  Adaais,  Aroher,  Arthur, 
Beatty,  Austin  Blair,  James  Brooks,  Baffinton. 
Burchurd,  Burdett,  Cotton,  Cox.  Crossland,  DaBose, 
Dake^ames,  Eldredge.  Ely.  Farnsworth,  Finkcln- 
burg.  Wilder  D.  Foster,  Frye, Garfield.  Garrett,  Gets, 
Griffith,  Haldemao,  Hale,  Halsey.  Uambletoii,  Han- 
cock, Haodlev,  Hanks,  Hay,  Hibbard.  Hoar,  Hoi- 
man.  Kellcy,  Lowe.  Lynch,  Hanson,  Marshall.  Mc- 
Clelland, McCormick,  MeCrary,  Molntyre.  Merriam, 
Monroe,  Morpbis.Orr,  Packard.  Hosea  W.  Parker, 
Aaron  F.  Perry,  Eli  Perry,  Poland,  Potter,  Price, 
Read,  Ritchie,  Ellis  H.  Robert^  William  R.  Roberts, 
Rogers,  Roosevelt,  Sherwood,  Starkweather,  Ste- 


vens. Stevenson,  Storm.  Strong,  Sutherland,  Swann, 
Upson,  Yoorhees,  Wakeman.  Waldron,  Wells.  Whit- 
tborne.  Willard,  and  Young — 79. 

NOT  VOTING— Messrs.  Ambler.  Bamum,  Barrv. 
Bell,  Beveridge,  Biggs,  George  M.  Brooks,  Cald- 
well, Campbell,  Carroll.  Cobb,  Conner,  Crcbs,  Creely, 
Davis,  Dawes,  Elliott,  Forker,  Charles  Foster,  Henry 
D.  Foster,  Hawley,  Hereford,  Herndon,  Hill.  Hooper, 
Houghton,  Kellogg,  KilUniiirer.Kinsella,  Leach.Lewis, 
McGrew.  McHenry.  McKinney,  McNeely.  Merrick, 
Benjamin  F.  Meyers.  Mitchell,  Negley,  Pendleton, 
Piatt.  Porter.  Randall,  Edward  Y.  Rice,  John  M. 
Rice,  Robinson,  Sawyer.  Shellabarger,  Shober,  Slo- 
cum,  U.  Boardman  Smith,  Worthington  C.  Smith, 
Stowell.  St.  John,  Thomas,  Dwight  Townsend,  Tut- 
hill,  Vaughan,  Walls,  Warren,  Williams  of  Indiana, 
Williams  of  New  York,  Winchester,  and  Wood— 64. 

So  the  bill  and  pending  amendments  were 
recommitted. 

Daring  theroll-ca11|  the  following  annonnce* 
ments  were  made : 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Indiana.  On  this  qnes- 
tion  I  am  paired  with  the  gentleman  trom 
OhiOf  Mr.  Ambler,  who,  if  present,  would 
vote  "no,"  while  I  should  vote  **ay,*' 

Mr.  BECK.  My  colleague,  Mr.  McHenry, 
is  detained  from  the  House  by  sickness. 

The  result  of  the  vote  was  announced  as 
above  stated. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts,  moved  to 
reconsider  the  vote  just  taken ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to, 

Mr.  WHITELEY.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent that  the  following  amendment  which  I 
had  desired  to  offer  to  the  bill  just  recommit- 
ted be  referred  to  the  committee  along  with 
the  other  amendments: 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  olaiise  of  the  bill 
and  insert  the  following  t 

That  the  Federal  offices  in  the  several  States  and 
Territories  shall  be  filled  by  oitisecs  thereof,  and 
the  appointments  in  the  Departments  shall  be  equit- 
ably apportioned  between  the  States  and  Territo- 
ries composing  the  Union. 

Src.  — .  That  all  laws  or  parts  of  laws  in  conflict 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act  are  hereby  repealed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 
tion, and  the  proposed  amendment  will  be 
referred. 

NORTH  CAROLINA  GUBR0KKB8. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SARGENT,  by  ananimous 
consent,  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  was 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Inte- 
rior, transmitting  an  estimate  of  an  appropri- 
ation of  $3,503  65,  required  to  pay  the  amount 
found  due  on  account  of  expenses  incurred  by 
the  special  agent  to  make  payments  of  moneys 
belonging  to  the  eastern  or  North  Carolina 
Cherokees;  and  the  communication  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

DAMAQH  TO  NBW  YORK  HARBOR. 

Mr.  COX,  by  unanimous  consent,  submitted 
the  following  resolution  ;  which  was  referred, 
nnder  the  law,  to  the  Committee  on  Printing : 

Jie§olved,  That  there  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House  five  hundred  copies  of  the  report  of  the  Coast 
Survey  office  as  to  the  damage  done  to  the  harbor 
of  New  York,  including  the  chart  of  said  harbor. 

ELECTION  CONTEST BOWEN  VS.   DB  LABOB. 

Mr.  McCRARY,  from  the  Committee  of 
Elections,  reported  the  following  resolution ; 
which  was  read,  considered,  and  agreed  to : 

Rewhed,  That  the  time  for  taking  testimony  in 
the  contested-election  case  of  Bowen  o«.  De  Large 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  extended  thirty  days 
from  this  date. 

Hetolved^  That  the  contestant  in  said  case  may  at 
his  option  take  testimony,  in  rebuttal  only,  during 
ten  days  immediately  following  the  expiration  of 
said  thirty  days. 

TRANSIT  OF  VENUS. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  On  behalf  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  I  ask  unani- 
mous consent  to  report  for  immediate  action 
the  bill  (8.  No.  968)  making  an  appropriation 
for  instruments  to  be  used  in  observations  upon 
the  transit  of  Venus  in  1874. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  appropriates, 
out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  not  other- 
wise appropriated,  $50,000,  to  be  expended 
under  the  direction  of  a  commissiOD,  to  be 
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composed  of  the  Saperintendent  and  two  of 
the  professors  of  mathematics  of  the  Navy 
attacned  to  the  Navat  Observatory,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  National  Academy  of  Sciences, 
and  the  Saperintendent  of  the  Coast  Survey, 
in  the  purchase  and  preparation  of  instruments 
for  a  proper  observation  of  the  transit  of 
Venus,  which  is  predicted  to  occur  on  the  8th 
of  December,  1874.  But  no  contracts  or  en- 
gagements are  to  be  made  for  such  instruments 
to  an  amount  exceeding  the  sum  hereby  ap- 
propriated. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  any  objection  to 
the  reporting  and  consideration  of  this  bill  at 
the  present  time? 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  I  think  that  Venus  can  get 
along  without  farther  legislation.  I  object. 
[Laughter.] 

ST.  JOdKPU  BKIDOK-BUILDINO  COMPANY. 

Mr.  PARKER,  of  Missouri,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2330) 
to  authorize  the  St.  Joseph  Bridge- Building 
Company  to  mortgage  its  bridge  with  the 
appurtenances  and  the  franchises  relating 
thereto;  which  was  read  a  first'  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PUBLIC    BUILDING,  LtTTLK    BOCK,  ARKANSAS. 

Mr.  BOLES,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2381)  to  provide  for 
a  building  for  the  use  of  the  Federal  coilrts, 
post  office,  internal  revenue,  and  other  civil 
offices  at  Little  Rock,  Arkansas;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Grounds, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ADJOURNMBNT  TILL  MONDAY. 

Mr.  PETERS.  I  move  that  when  the  House 
adjourns  to-day  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  next 
Monday. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  PETERS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motioti  was  agreed  to. 

ORDKR  OF  BUSINESS. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  hour  of  two  o'clock 
having  arrived,  and  this  being  the  third  Fri- 
day of  the  month,  business  is  in  order  from 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

SALARY  OF  BOARD  OF  HKALTIl. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  reported  from  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  a  bill 
(H.  R.  No.  2382)  to  fix  the  salary  of  members 
of  the  Board  of  Health ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that 
members  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  shall  be  paid  an  annual  sal- 
ary of  $2,000  each,  and  that  the  salary  of  the 
persons  now  constituting  the  board  shall  be 
paid  from  the  date  of  their  appointment,  re- 
spectively. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

MESSAOK  FROM  TUB  PRBSIDKNT. 

A  message  in  writing  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States  was  communicated  to  the 
House  by  Mr.  Porter,  one  of  his  Secretaries. 

WASHINGTON  AND  POINT  LOOKOUT  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER,  from  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported 
back  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1916)  to  authorize  the 
Washington  City  and  Point  Lookout  Railroad 
Connpany  to  extend  a  railroad  into  and  within 
.the  District  of  Columbia,  with  amendments. 

The  preamble  to  the  bill  states  that  it  is 


represented  to  the  present  Congress  that  the 
Washington  City  and  Point  Lookout  Railroad 
Company,  incorporated  under  the  provisions 
of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide 
for  the  creation  and  regulation  of  incorpor- 
ated companies  in  ihe  state  of  Maryland,^' 
approved  April  4,  1870,  desire  to  extend 
their  railroaa  into  and  within  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

The  first  section  provides  that  the  Washing- 
ton City  and  Point  Lookout  Railroad  Company 
shall  be  authorized  and  empowered  to  extend 
their  railroad  into  and  within  the  District  of 
Columbia;  and  the  said  Washington  City  and 
Point  Lookout  Railroad  Company  are  hereby 
authorized  to  exercise  the  same  powers,  rights, 
and  privileges,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  same 
restrictions  in  the  extension  and  construction 
of  their  said  railroad  into  and  within  the  said 
District  as  they  may  exercise  or  are  subject  to 
under  the  said  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland  approved  April  4, 1870,  in  the  con- 
struction and  operation  of  their  railroad  within 
the  State  of  Maryland ;  and  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  same  rights,  compensation,  benefits, 
and  immunities  in  the  use  of  said  road,  and  in 
regard  thereto,  as  are  provided  in  said  act  of 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  it  being 
expressly  understood  Uiat  the  said  Washington 
City  and  Point  Lookout  Railroad  Company 
shall  have  power  to  construct  only  one  railroad 
within  the  said  District. 

Section  two  provides  that  before  the  Wash- 
ington City  and  Point  Lookout  Railroad  Com- 
pany aforesaid  shall  proceed  to  construct  any 
railroad  which  they  may  lay  out  or  locate  on, 
through,  or  over-  any  land  or  improvements, 
or  to  use,  or  take  for  use,  any  earth,  stone,  or 
other  materials  necessary  for  the  construction 
of  said  roadj  on  any  land  within  the  said  Dis- 
trict, they  shall  first  obtain  the  assent  of  the 
owner  oi  such  land,  improvements,  or  mate- 
rials, or  if  such  owner  shall  be  absent  from 
said  District,  or  shall  refuse  to  give  such  assent 
on  such  terms  as  the  said  company  shall  ap- 
prove, or  because  of  infancy,  coverture,  insan- 
ity, or  an^  other  cause,  shall  be  legally  incapa- 
ble of  giving  such  assent,  then  ii  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  said  company  to  apply  to  a 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton, who  shall  thereupon  issue  his  warrant, 
under  his  hand  and  seal,  directed  to  the 
marshal  of  the  said  District,  requiring  him  to 
summon  a  jury  of  twenty  citizens  of  the  said 
District,  none  of  whom  shall  be  interested,  or 
related  to  any  person  interested  in  the  land  or 
materials  required  for  the  construction  of  the 
said  railroad,  or  a  stockholder,  or  related  to 
any  stockholder  in  the  said  company,  to  meet 
on  the  land,  or  near  to  the  other  property  or 
materials  so  required,  on  a  day  named  in  such 
warrant,  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than 
twenty  days  after  issuing  the  same,  to  proceed 
to  value  the  damages  which  the  owner  or 
owners  of  any  such  land  or  other  property 
will  sustain  by  the  use  or  occupation  oi  the 
same  required  by  the  said  company ;  and  the 
proceedings,  duty,  and  authority  of  the  said 
marshal  in  regard  to  such  warrant  and  jury, 
and  the  oath  or  affirmation  to  be  administered, 
and  inquisition  to  be  made  and  returned,  shall 
be  the  same  as  are  directed  and  authorized  in 
regard  to  the  sheriff,  by  the  tenth  section  of  the 
said  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland 
approved  April  4, 1870,  and  all  other  proceed- 
ings in  regard  to  such  jury,and  the  estimation 
and  valuation  of  damages,  and  the  payment  or 
tender  of  payment  of  any  damages  ascertained 
by  such  valuation  and  effect  thereof, and  of  the 
view  of  any  lands,  or  other  property  or  materials 
as  to  giving  the  said  company  aright  to  use  the 
same  for  the  use  or  construction  of  their  railroad 
within  the  said  District,  as  hereby  authorized, 
shall,  in  every  case  ana  every  respect,  be  the 
same  as  is  provided  in  and  by  the  before-men- 
tioned act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Maryland  in  reeard  to  any  railroad 
to  be  constructed  by  the  Washington  City  and 


Point  Lookout  Railroad  Company  in  the  S'^  e 
of    Maryland :    provided   that    whenever    &5 
the  said  act  tne  inquisition  of  the  jury  is  ri- 
quired  to  be  returned  to  the  clerk  of   the  n-- 
cuit  court,  to  be  confirmed  bj  said  court  at  i*- 
next  session,  if  not  sufficient  cause  to  the  cct 
trary  be  shown,  the  inquisition  or  inqaisiti'  m 
under  this  act  shall  be  returned  by  the  mar^t 
to  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Co^ut 
bia,  which  court  shall  have  the  same  jurist  -    I 
tion  and  powers  over  the  subject-matter  af%  :*.- 
said  circuit  court  have  under  the  act  of  u- 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland  aforesaid. 

The  third  section  provides  that  in  all  cfi^* 
where  a  condemnation  and  ▼alaation  of  L&ii  i4 
or  materials  shall  have  been  mauie  under  se:- 
tion  two  of  this  act,  either  party  may  ap^>r;» 
to  the  supreme  court  of  the  District  of  Coi  jnt- 
bia  within  thirty  days  from   the   reodic-.oo    •: 
the  verdict  of  the  jury ;  and  in  all  cases  wb*-:? 
the  said  company  shall  take  ati   appeal  th^j 
shall  give  bond  to  the  party  or  parties  cla  . 
ing  and  entitled  to  damages   in  a  penary  ^t 
least  double  the  sum  found  by  the  joix.  «i«ii 
a  condition  that  the  said  company  shall  f«j, 
or  cause  to  be  paid,  such  amount  of  damaf^: 
and  costs  as  the  parry  or  par  lies  may  be  e  it. 
tied  to  receive  on  the  judgment  of  the  ■-&>: 
supreme  court  without  delay,  and  on  whu^i 
bond  ample  and  sufficient   aureiaes  shall  Kc 
given,  to  be  approved  by  the  said  suprern- 
court;   and  in  all  cases   where   the  party  «>: 
parties  claimant  shall  appeal,  the  said  co£- 
pany,  if  it  shall  require  the  immediate  nae  oi 
the  property  condemned  and  valued  as  au  r^ 
said,  before  an  appeal  can  be  heard  or  deci'i-i, 
may  execute  and  lender  a  bond  to  the  pam 
or  parties  aforesaid,  in  at  least  double  the  sua 
found  by  the  jury,  with  sureties  to  be  appro^i-i 
by  the  supreme  court  of  said  District,  and  wri. 
a  condition  to  pay  without  delay  such  sum  a'A 
costs  as  may  be  awarded  by  the  said  conn : 
and  upon  the  delivery  or  tender  of  such  bc^L'i 
the  said  company  may  proceed   to  the  cc^ 
struction  of  their  said  road  as  if  the  partj  i>r 
parties  claimant  and  the  said  company  b»i 
agreed  upon  the  compensation  to  be  paid  :>-: 
the  property  to  be  used ;  and  that  in  all  ca-^ 
where  the  said  company  shall  appeal  and  gire 
bond  as  aforesaid,  they  may  have  the  po«*-r 
to  proceed  in  the  construction  of  their  rski 
and  appropriation  of  the  property  for  the  q5?s 
thereof  as  if  no  appeal  bad  been  taken,  anl 
the  parties  had  agreed  upon  compensation  :V 
the  property  required. 

The  fourth  section  provides  that  wheoett^r 
the  said  company,  in  the  coDstraeiion  of  tb^.r 
railroad  within  the  said  District,  as  aathor^zri 
by  this  act,  shall  find  it  necessary  to  cross  ur 
intersect  any  established  road,  street,  or  ofirr 
way,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  company  :; 
to  construct  the  said  railroad  across   sux*. 
established  road,  street,  or  other  way  as  c-.'* 
to  impede  the  passage  or  trausportatioa  • 
persons  or  property   along  the  same;    asi 
where  it  sbali  be  necessary  to  pass  the  fa- 1 
railroad  through  the  land  of  aay  individus. 
within  the  said  District,  it  shall  be  the  oit/ 
of  said    company  to  provide   for   such  inci 
vidual  wagon- ways  across  the    said  railriviti 
as  may  be  necessary  and  proper,  from  ore 
part  of  his  land  to  another ;  bat  nothing  htrr'.c 
contained  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  auUjur- 
ize  the  said  company  to  enter  upon  any  ioi '« 
square,  or  part  thereof,  owned  by  the  Uci'.ci 
States  within  the  limits  of  the  cities  of  Wash- 
ington or  Georgetown,  for  the   purpose  of 
locating  or  oonstructing  the  said  railroad,  cr 
for  the  purpose  of  excavating  the  same,  o: 
taking  therefrom  any.  materials,  or  for  air 
other  purposes  and  uses  whatsoever ;  bot  ih^ 
said  company,  in  passing  into  said  cities  ot' 
Washington  or  Georgetown,  shall  pass  sUts 
or  through  or  across  such  street  or  streets  ^  r 
alleys  as  may  be  allowed  by  the  Board  of  Pfit* 
lie  Works  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  opf  ^ 
presentation  of  survey  and  map  of  proposed 
location  of  s^aid  road  ;  and  the  said  Washis^- 
ton  and   Point   Lookout  Railroad  Compssj 
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nay  connect  within  said  District  with  any 
-ail road  or  canal  company  chartered,  or  here- 
ifter  to  be  chartered,  by  such  route  or  routes 
vithin  said  District  as  may  be  determined  by 
he  Board  of  Public  Works  of  said  District, 
md  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  upon 
>y  the  said  companies  respectively. 

The  6fth  section  provides  that  the  said 
Vashington  City  andPoint  Lookout  Railroad 
]omj)any  may  charge  and  receive  for  tolls  and 
ransportation  on  all  that  part  of  said  road 
within  the  District  of  Columbia  a  rate  not  to 
ixceed  eight  cents  per  ton  per  mile ;  and  the 
aid  company  may  charge  and  receive  for  tak- 
ng  up  and  setting  down  any  passenger  or  trav- 
tier  within  said  District  conveyed  a  shorter 
tistaoce  than  four  miles  a  sum  not  exceeding 
tfleen  cents. 

The  sixth  section  provides  that  the  said 
!ompany  are  also  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
>owered  to  make  such  special  contract  with 
koy  duly  authorized  officer  or  agent  of  the 
Jnited  States  for  the  conveyance  of  the  mail 
»r  the  transportation  of  persons  or  property 
or  the  use  of  the  United  States,  on  any  rail- 
"oad  which  shall  be  constructed  by  the  said 
rompany,  on  such  terms  as  shall  be  approved 
>f  by  the  competent  officer  or  authonty,  and 
o  receive  such  compensation  so  agreed  for 
iccordiug  to  the  terms  of  such  contract. 

The  seventh  section  provides  that  this  act 
«hall  take  effect  from  the  date  of  its  passage. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  amendment  reported 
)y  the  committee  will  now  be  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

In  the  preamble  strike  out  the  word  "  incorpor- 
ited,"  and  insert  "  organised  on  the  24th  day  of 
February.  1872." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

In  line  six,  after  the  word  "Colambia,"  insert  "  to 
i  point  of  the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac  river 
>etwecn  the  Potomac  river  and  a  point  where  the 
ialtimore  and  Potomac  railroad  crosses  the  said 
eastern  branch." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

In  lino  twenty-two  of  section  foar,  strike  out  the 
rords  "  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  the  District 
tf  Colambia,"  and  after  the  word  **  the"  on  the  same 
ine  insert  "hereafter  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
ytates." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

In  line  twenty-fonr  of  the  same  section,  after  the 
rord  "Washington"  insert  "city." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

In  line  twenty -eight  of  the  same  section,  after  the 
rerd  "be"  insert  the  word  "hereafter," -and  strike 
»ut  of  the  same  line  "  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of 
aid  District"  and  insert  "  Congress." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

After  the  word  "respectively."  in  line  thirty, 
nsert  these  words:  "as  may  be  prescribed  by  Con- 
rress." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

In  line  eight, section  five, strike  ont  "fifteen"  and 
Dsert  "twelve." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Aiid  as  an  additional  section : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  unless  the  said  com- 
pany shall  commence  the  construction  of  said  road 
ritbin  two  years,  and  oomi>lete  the  same  with  at 
eaflt  one  set  of  tracks  within  four  years  from  the 
tas^tage  of  this  act,  then  this  act  and  all  rights  and 
»rivilcgoa  hereby  granted  shall  cease  and  determine ; 
,nd  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  have 
.uthority  at  any  time  hereafter  to  grant  similar 
privileges  as  are  herein  granted  to  any  company  in- 
orporated  or  to  be  incorporated  by  the  State  of 
daryland  or  by  Congress,  or  to  enact  such  rules  and 
eRulntion?,  prescribing  the  speed  of  can  passing 
•  vcr  said  road,  and  any  other  matter  relating  there- 
o,  necci'dary  Tor  the  security  of  the  persons  and 
iTuperty  of  inhabitants  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
n  such  manner  as  the  present  or  any  future  Con - 
rrcd^  uiiiy  deem  expedient :  Provided,  That  Congress 
ball  have  power  to  alter,  amend,  or  repeal  this  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  think  this  last  proposi- 
tion should  go  further.  I  think  the  experi- 
ence of  the  country  demonstrates  very  clearly 
that  Congress  and  all  other  legislative  bodies 
should  reserve  to  themselves  the  power  of  regn- 
lating  the  cost  of  transportation  of  passengers 
and  freight.  I  think  that  it  is  so  important  a 
power  that  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted  from  acts 
of  this  kind.  I  ask  leave  to  submit  an  amend- 
ment to  the  last  clause. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  In  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  it  is  provided  that  the  charge 
for  transporting  freight  within  the  District  shall 
not  exceed  eight  cents  per  ton  per  mile,  and 
that  for  passenger  travel,  for  any  shorter  dis- 
tance than  four  miles  of  road,  the  fare  shall 
not  exceed  twelve  cents, 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  think  Congress  should 
distinctly  reserve  the  power  to  impose  further 
limitations.  Where  this  power  has  been  pre- 
served in  the  organization  of  the  railroad  sys- 
tem, I  find  there  has  been  an  entire  freedom 
from  the  embarrassments  to  which  the  whole 
western  country  now  finds  itself-  subjected  in 
this  respect 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  see  no  objec- 
-tion  to  such  a  reservation.  I  will  hear  the 
gentleman's  amendment. 

Mr.   HOLMAN.     I  submit  the  following 

amendment,  to  come  in  at  the  end  of  section 

five: 

And  Congress  reserves  the  power  to  further  regu- 
late the  cost  of  transportation  of  persons  and  freight 
over  said  road  within  said  District. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ; 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  now  yield  to 
my  colleague  on  the  committee,  the  gentle- 
man from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland.] 

MeRTOAGKS  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  am  instructed  by  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  to 
report  adversely  on  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  768) 
relating  to  mortgages  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  to  move  that  the  same  be 
laid  on  the  table.  I  desire  to  say  in  refer- 
ence to  this  bill  that  if  the  law  needs  any 
amendment  in  the  particulars  in  which  the 
bill  proposes  to  amend  it,  it  is  entirely  within 
the  power  of  the  District  Legislature  to  do  so. 
I  move  that  the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BOUTHBRN  KXPRBSS  COMPANY. 

Mr.  POLAND,  from  the  same  committee, 
reported  back  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  910)  to 
incorporate  the  Southern  Express  Company, 
and  moved  that  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  same, 
and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

BQUITY  PROCBBDINOS  IN  THB  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  POLAND  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  back,  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  do  not  pass,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1309) 
for  the  regulation  of  equity  proceeding  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  moved  that  the 
same  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CRBATION  OF  CORPORATIONS. 

Mr.  POLAND  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  back,  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  do  not  pass,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  766)  to 
amend  an  act  eniitled  *'  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  creation  of  corporations  in  the  District  of 
Columbia  by  general  law/'  and  moved  that 
the  sjime  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 


FRANCHISE  FOR  LINK  OF  COACHBS. 

Mr.  POLAND  also,  from  the  same  com- 
mittee,  reported  back,  with  the  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  not  pass,  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1190)  granting  a  franchise  for  a  line  of  coaches 
from  the  national  Capitol  to  the  national 
cemetery  at  ArIin|[ton,  Virginia,  and  moved 
that  the  same  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DKFBCTIYB  TITLB8. 

Mr.  POLAND  also,  from  the  same  com« 
mittee,  reported  back,  with  the  recommend- 
ation that  it  do  pass,  with  amendments,  the 
bill  (H.  R.  No.  1644)  to  cure  defective  titles 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  the 
title  to  all  real  property  lying  and  situate  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  which  has  vested  in 
the  United  States  by  escheat  per  defectum  aan- 
guiniSf  in  cases  of  persons  heretofore  held  in 
slaver;^,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  vested  in 
the  children  of  such  persons  by  them  recog- 
nized as  such,  and  in  the  descendants  of  such 
children,  if  deceased,  and  such  children  are 
hereby  capacitated  to  inherit  one  from  the 
other  or  others. 

Mr.  POLAND.  The  committee  report  tho 
following  amendment: 

In  the  seventh  line  strike  ont  the  words  **  by  them 
recognised  as  such." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POLAND.  The  committee  also  recom- 
mend the  following  amendment : 

At  the  end  of  the  bill  insert  the  following: 
In  the  same  manner  and  to  the  same  extent  as  if 
born  in  iawfol  wedlock. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  POLAND  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

XXTKN8I0N  OF  METROPOLITAN  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  POLAND  also,  from  the  same  commit- 
tee, reported  back,  with  the  recommendation 
that  it  do  pass,  with  amendments,  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2240)  authorizing  the  extension  of  the 
railway  of  the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Company 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  provides  that  the  act 
approved  March  8,  1866,  entitled  '*  An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  *  An  act  to  incorporate 
the  Metropolitan  Railroad  Companv  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,'  "  be  so  amenaed  as  to 
confer  upon  the  said  company  the  privilege 
of  extending  its  railway  along  East  Capitol 
street  from  Ninth  to  Eleventh  street  east, 
and  southward  along  said  Eleventh  street  to 
and  over  the  bridge  crossing  the  Anacostia 
river  to  Uniontown  ;  and  also  to  lay  a  single 
or  double  track  from  East  Capitol  street,  along 
Seventh  street  east,  and  from  Eleventh  street 
east  along  C  street  sooth,  to  the  public  market 
on  square  No.  872 ;  and  also  to  extend  its  rail- 
ways from  the  intersection  of  K  street  north 
and  Connecticut  AVenue,  along  said  avenue,  to 
L  or  M  street  north,  and  along  either  of  said 
streets  by  the  most  direct  route  to  the  inter- 
section of  Bridge  and  Green,  or  Montgomery 
streets*  Georgetown;  and  the  said  railroad 
company,  and  all  other  railroad  companies 
running  tracks  along  tlie  avenues  and  streets 
in  the  District  of  Columbia,  are  required  to  lay 
pavement  in  conformity  with  the  direction  of 
the  Board  of  Public  Works,  and' of  such  char- 
acter and  material  as  said  board  shall  direct. 

Mr.  POLAND.  The  committee  recommend 
an  amendment  in  the  tenth  line  by  striking 
ont  the  words  '*and  over;"  so  that  it  shall 
read,  *^  along  said  Eleventh  street  to  the  bridge 
crossing  the  Anacostia  river  to  Uniontown." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
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Mr.  POLAND.  The  committee  also  recom- 
mend an  amendment  in  line  six  by  striking 
oat  the  words  **or  M;''  so  that  it  will  read, 
'*  along  said  avenue  to  L  street  north. '^ 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

M  r.  PO  LAN  p.  The  committee  also  recom- 
mend an  amendment  in  the  seventeenth  line 
by  striking  out  the  words  **  either  of  and 
inserting  in  lieu  thereof  *^  street;"  and  also  by 
striking  out  the  letter  '^s"  from  the  word 
'* streets;''  so  that  it  will  read,  *'and  along 
said  street  by  the  most  direct  route  to  the 
intersection  of  Bridge  and  Green,  or  Mont- 
gomery streets,  Georgetown." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a  third  time ;  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  POLAND  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also  moved 
that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

RKFORM  SCUOOL  OF  TUB  DISTKICT. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the  bill  (8. 
No.  354)  relating  to  the  Reform  School  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  FINKBLNBURG.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
gentleman  for  what  purpose  he  wishes  to  take 
It  from  the  Speakers  table  ? 

Mr.  POLAND.    To  pass  it. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  object,  although 
I  have  no  ol^ection  to  having  it  referred. 

Mr.  POLAND.  If  the  gentleman  will  listen 
to  me  for  a  moment  I  think  he  will  not  have 
any  objection  to  its  passage, 

Mr.  FINKBLNBURG.  I  will  hear  the 
gentleman,  with  the  understanding  that  the 
objection  is  pending. 

The  3PBAKER  pro  temporg.  The  Chair 
cannot  entertain  such  an  understanding  as 
that. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Then  I  shall  object  to  the 
bill. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  only  desire  that  the  gen- 
tleman will  withdraw  his  objection  to  hear  a 
statement  made. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  iemp<yrt.  He  cannot 
withdraw  it  oonditionally. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  believe  it  is  not  unusual 
to  hear  an  explanation  to  induce  gentlemen  to 
withdraw  objections. 

The  SPEAKER  ^ro  iemffore.  If  the  gen- 
tleman withdraws  bis  objection,  he  must  do  it 
absolutely. 

Mr.  KING.  I  hope  we  shall  have  a  word 
of  explanation. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  ask  that  by  unanimous 
consent  the  gentleman  be  heard. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  leave  was 
granted. 

Mr.  POLAND.  A  bill  precisely  like  this 
was  referred  to  the  House  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia,  who  considered  it  very 
fully.  We  not  only  had  the  truster's  of  the 
school  and  several  gentlemen  connected  with 
it  and  oonversant  with  it  before  the  commit- 
tee, but  the  committee  thenuAelves  visited  the 
school,  and  I  believe  that  this  is  the  only  dis- 
interested public  institution  there  is  in  this 
District  The  committee  were  unanimously 
in  favor  of  this  bill  and  the  appropriation  that 
it  makes,  but  inasmuch  as  it  contained  an  ap- 
propriation, and  we  do  not  like  to  antagoniae 
ourselves  to  the  Committee  on  Appropriations, 
instead  of  reporting  the  bill  to  toe  House  ana 
asking  the  House  to  pass  it  as  our  bill,  we  re- 
portea  favora*bly  upon  the  bill,  with  a  full  written 
report,  and  referred  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations,  where  it  now  is.  The  Senate 
passed  a  precisely  similar  bill  to  ours,  and  for 
certain  reaaons  there  is  much  necessity  for  its 
speedy  passsge,  if  passed  at  all.  The  com- 
mittee therefore  determined  to  ask  the  House 
to  take  up  and  act  upon  the  Senate  bill. 


This  school  is  located  some  four  or  five 
miles  above  Georgetown,  and  upon  a  Govern- 
ment farm  which  is  very  near  the  river.  It 
has  turned  out  upon  experience  to  be  an 
unhealthy  location,  so  much  so  that  it  is 
impossible    to  continue    the   school  in  that 

Elace ;  and  therefore  the  school  must  either  be 
roken  up  and  discontinued,  or  it  most  be 
removed  to  some  other  location.  And  if  it  is 
to  be  removed,  it  is  important  that  steps 
should  be  taken  to  do  so  immediately.  These 
are  substantially  the  reasons  why  we  have 
deemed  it  advisable  to  ask  the  House  to  take 
up  this  Senate  bill  and  pass  it, 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  desire  to  inquire  of 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Poland] 
if  he  has  read  and  examined  this  bill  from 
the  Senate.  If  so,  I  would  like  to  ask  him 
wherein  it  differs  from  the  bill  considered  and 
agreed  to  in  the  Committee  of  the  House. 

Mr.  POLAND.  It  is  precisely  similar  to  the 
bill  which  the  House  Committee  for  the  Dis 
trict  of  Columbia  unanimously  recommended. 
But  instead  of  asking  the  House  to  pass  it, 
we  sent  it  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions, because  it  containeil  an  appropriation, 
and  we  desired  to  have  their  approval. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  A  still  further  inquiry. 
Does  this  bill  contain  the  amendments  sug- 
gested by  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia  to  the  bill  reported  by  them?  We 
made  some  amendments  to  the  bill  which  was 
introduced  and  referred  to  the  committee,  and 
I  want  to  know  if  this  Senate  bill  contains  those 
amendments. 

Mr.  POLAND.  The  only  amendment  of 
any  importance  made  by  our  committee  was 
one  to  .divide  the  appropriation  of  $100,000, 
and  to  provide  that  so  much  only  should  be 
expended  for  land  and  the  rest  of  it  for  the 
building.  This  bill  does  not  contain  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Does  this  Senate  bill 
contain  the  proposition  to  sell  the  grounds  on 
which  this  institution  is  now  located? 

Mr.  POLAND.  No;  it  does  not.  The  ori- 
ginal bill  as  introduced  into  the  Hoqse  provided 
that  this  Government  farm,  which  is  where  the 
reservoir  is,  should  be  sold.  But*  there  was 
a  great  deal  of  objection  on  the  part  of  General 
Meigs  and  pther  Government  officers  to  the 
Bale  of  thi$  property.  As  we  were  not  suffi- 
ciently advised  as  to  the  propriety  of  selling  it, 
we  struck  out  that  provision  of  the  bill  before 
our  committee,  and  the  Senate  have  done  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  desire  to  say  that  this  bill 
has  not  yet  been  considered  by  the  Committee 
on  Appropriations.  There  are  estimates  in 
reference  to  thin  reform  school,  but  those  esti- 
mates have  not  yet  b'-en  considered.  This  bill 
contains  an  appropriation  of  $100,000,  and 
it  also  entails  upon  the  Treasury  an  annual 
expense  of  $10,000.  Therefore  I  must  object 
to  the  consideration  of  this  bill  now. 

Mr.  POLAND.  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
the  bill  to  be  referred  to  the  Gomaiittee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia? 

Mr.  DICKEY.  As  the  Committee  for  the 
District  of  Columbia  have  already  considered 
it,  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  necessary.  I  have 
no  objection  to  its  being  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  for  consideration  as 
to  the  appropriation  only. 

Mr.  POLAND.  Well,  I  will  not  stand  upon 
that  matter. 

The  bill  was  accordingly  taken  from  the 
Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions. 

WASHINGTON  NATIONAL  MONUMENT. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  Indiana,  from  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia,  reported 
back  House  bill  No.  1179,  appropriating 
$200,000  for  the  completion  of  the  Washing- 
ton national  monument,  with  a  report  in  writ- 
ing, and  moved  that  the  committee  be  dis- 


charged from  its  further  consideretioQ,  ^ 
that  the  bill,  report,  and  accompanying ^4:^1 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  'Apprupr> 
tions. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LOT  roil  PUBLIC  SCHOOL. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  ask  BnauifQ'  .> 
consent  to  have  taken  from  the  Sp**^^^:. 
table  for  consideration  at  this  time  Ser.u>  - 
No.  299,  amending  an  act  entitled  "i^& 
directing  the  conveyance  of  a  lot  of  ^oi< . 
for  the  use  of  the  public  schools  of  theei.j -1 
Washington." 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  and  read  a  6rst  n: 
second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  proposes  tr>  v. 
thorize  the  mayor,  board  of  alderm^!  ji 
board  of  common  council  of  the  city  of  W^-i 
ington  to  sell  and  convey  part  of  lot  No.  ii 
in  square  No.  258,  being  particularly  de^  r.>. 
as   K)llows,    to   wit:  beginniog  at  ni'r:i«M 
corner  of  said  lot,  and  thence  runnioj;  < .  i 
thirty-six  feet  nine  inches;  thence  ea^i  t.-. 
five  feet  four  inches  to  east  line  of  bh  d  1  ■ , 
thence    north    thirty-iiz    feet   nine  iLet* 
thence  west  t-o  the  place  of  beginoiut:  u- 
proceeds  of  the  sale  to  be  invested  bj  ib<  (  r 
poration  of  Washington  in  another  lovor  u*: 
of  lot  in  the  city,  and  improvements  tber?>  - 
the  property  to  purchased  to  be  osed  for  il: 
purpose  of  public  schools  and  for  no  other  p.'- 
pose ;   and    the  conveyance  of  the  prc;*''f 
desoribed  is  to  vest  in  the  purchaser  tijtrp 
an  absolute  and  perfect  title. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  i  hope  the  geatlezi: 
will  consent  to  have  this  bill  referred  t<;  -: 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Colambia. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  This  matter  b 
already  been  before  that  committee,  U- 
whole  matter  is  this:  aeverml  yean  agv  tie 
Government  gave  a  certain  little  lot  f.r  1 
school  on  the  condition  that  it  shoul*!  be  c*-: 
fbr  school  purposes.  They  have  ceased  u  i' 
it  for  school  purposes,  because  the  loc^^:  :■• 
not  desirable.  They  now  want  to  sell  tliU  • 
which  is  unfit  for  school  purposes,  &Dd  &. ' ; 
the  proceeds  to  purchasing  another  site.  1  * 
is  alt  that  the  bill  contemplates.  It  i8ftv«7 
small  matter. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  As  I  gather  the  pun' 
of  this  bill  from  hearing  it  ha5tily  re&c.  i* 
appears  that  there  ii  no  limitation  as  tot ' 
purchase  of  school  property  with  the  pr>:fr> 
of  the  sale  of  this  lot.  The  bill,  it  .^«ni5 
me,  would  leave  these  parties  at  hbern  '- 
purchase  another  site  which  maybe  eq^-^-: 
ineligible  or  undesirable  for  school  pur^^'^^ 

Mr,  STARKWEATHER.  Thegenil^ta- 
if  he  examines  the  bill,  will  find  that  ii  p'r 
vides  for  selling  this  lot^  which  cannot  Uu-- 
for  school  purposes,  and  investing  tbi;  ir<  i-} 
in  the  purchase  of  another  lot  which  can  le  > 
used.     That  is  the  simple  prori&ion  oft^' 

Mp.  ELDREDGE.  The  objecuoa  «t^ 
strikes  me  is  that  there  is  no  proTisioa  my 
for  the  purchase  of  any  other  lot,  Ibe  a  • 
allows  the  present  site  to  be  sold  and  th«  :■■• 
ceeda  to  be  applied  in  the  purchase  of  aQ<>:£ ' 
lot,  without  prescribing  who  shall  nttke  it- 
purchase,  what  the  price  shall  be,  or  vli^,^.'^'] 
ground  shall  be  located.  I  think  the  bii.  i^' 
better  be  referred  to  the  Committer;  [or »'? 
District  of  Columbia,  that  we  may  coQ^<i«f  >- 
There  is  certainly  no  pressing  nece»aty  vt 
pushing  it  through  to-day. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.    I  have  no  e^ 
tion  to  the  reference  of  the  bill.    The  wb '<^'- 
however,  has  been  considered  by  the  f.'C' 
mittee.  .,. , 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  move  that  the  bit  ^. 
referred  to  the  Committee  for  the  Distrlc;  :^ 
Columbia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

DISTRICT  FIRK  DEPARTMKNT. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  reported  froB *? 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  i^ 
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H.  R.  No.  2383)  to  aid  in  maintaitiing  the  fire 
lepartmentofthe  District  of  Oolumbia ;  which 
ras  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

The  bill,  which  was  read,  provides  that  one 
bird  of  the  expense  incurred  in  maintaining 
k  fire  department  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
»y  the  government  of  the  District  shall  here- 
.Iter  be  paid  by  the  United  States,  and '  the 
secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  directed  to  pay 
uto  the  treasury  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
mt  of  any  moneys  in  the  United  States  Treas- 
iry  hereafter  to  ne  appropriated,  one  third  of 
he  entire  cost  of  maintaining  the  fire  depart- 
nent,  the  amount  paid  by  the  United  States 
n  any  one  year  not  to  exceed  $26,000. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  seems  to 
ne  that  the  proposition  contained  in  this  bill 
B  an  exceedingly  extravagant  one.  tt  is  pro- 
)osed  that  the  United  States  shall  pay  otie 
bird  of  the  entire  expense  of  keeping  up  the 
ire  department  of  this  city.  Almost  all  the 
>roperty  of  the  United  States  in  Washington 
8  fire- proof  J  a  very  small  portion  of  it  is 
iable  to  the  calamity  of  fire.  Certainly  the 
>roperty  of  the  United  States  subject  to  con- 
lagration  does  not  begin  to  approximate  to 
)ne  third  of  the  entire  value  of  the  property 
n  this  cit^.  Washington  is  already  receiving 
he  benent  of  vast  expenditures  by  the  Gov* 
irnment.  The  wants  of  the  Qovemment  fur- 
lish  a  demand  for  almost  every  form  of  indus- 
ry,  and  give  employment  to  almost  all  the 
leople  here.  It  seems  to  me  quite  unreason- 
kble  that  gentlemen  who  come  here  for  the 
>urpo8e  of  being  at  the  capital  of  the  nation, 
md  who  amass  wealth  at  tue  expense  of  the 
people,  should  receive  this  extraordinary  ben- 
efit of  having  their  property  protected  at  the 
;ost  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
vhose  interest  in  the  property  of  the  city 
iable  to  be  destroyed  by  fit'e  cannot  at  all 
ipproach  one  third  of  the  entire  mass  of  such 
jroperty. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  This  subject  has 
leen  before  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia,  and  we  have  examined  the  ones- 
ion  very  fully.  I  think  the  gentleman  m>tn 
[ndiana  [Mr.  Holhav]  is  mistaken.  I  believe 
;hat  the  value  of  the  property  of  the  Govern- 
nent  exposed  to  fire  in  this  city  is  more  than 
>ne  third  of  all  the  property  so  liable.  Bo- 
lides we  have  no  fire-proof  buildings.  Take, 
br  instance,  the  Agricultural  Department  and 
lU  the  other  public  buildings* 

Mr.  FARNS  WORTH.  What  does  the  gen- 
Jeman  call  a  building  exposed  to  fire?  Does 
le  consider  the  Treasury  Department,  or  the 
Patent  Office,  or  this  Capitol  such  a  build- 

ng? 
Mr.  STARKWEATHER.     Our  public  rec- 

>rds  of  a  very  valuable  character  are  exposed 
o  fire  in  some  ten  or  fifteen  different  build- 
ngs  outside  of  the  public  buildings.  While 
he  Treasury  Department,  for  instance,  may 
>e  in  one  sense  fire-proof,  in  another  sense  it 
s  not.  Very  recently,  only  last  spring,  a  fire 
>ccurred  in  the  arsenal  here,  which  did  some 
lamage,  and  might  have  done  immense  dam- 
ige  but  for  the  services  of  the  fire  depart- 
nent,  which  incurred  in  connection  with  that 
>ne  fire,  in  the  way  of  repairs^  Ac,  an  expense 
}f  over  ten  thousand  dollars. 

If  gentlemen  will  look  at  our  public  build- 
ngs  in  this  city  they  will  see  that  they  are 
luite  as  murh  in  danger  as  is  private  property, 
rhe  fire  department  in  the  city  of  Washington 
8  managed  more  economically,  considering  its 
rery  efficient  condition,  than  the  fire  depart- 
nents  of  other  cities ;  and  there  are  fewer  fires 
lere  than  in  almost  any  other  city  of  the  same 
lize  in  the  Union.  There  is  hardly  a  cit^  in 
he  Union  of  the  size  of  the  city  of  Washing- 
on  where  there  are  so  few  fires,  and  where 
he  fire  department  is  managed  so  econom- 
cally  as  it  is  in  this  city. 

Mr.  FAHNSWORTH.  Let  me  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  whether  all  of 
he  Departments  of  the  Government  here  are 


not  watched  with  great  care  day  and  night  by 
watchmen  appointed  and  paid  for  that  very 
purpose? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  You  may  have 
so  many  watchmen,  but  unless  you  have  a 
good  fire  department  it  will  do  no  good. 

Mr.  FAHNSWORTH.  May  they  not  pre- 
vent fires  breaking  out? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Our  experience 
has  shown,  however  closely  these  buildings 
may  be  Watched^  very  dangerous  fires  have 
broken  out.  Take  this  House,  for  instance, 
Mr.  Speaker.  We  have  fires  going  all  the  time, 
and  some  one  of  them  left  unattended  might 
cause  a  fire  which  might  get  headway  long 
before  it  was  discovered.  Look  at  the  Treas- 
ury Department  where  there  are  so  many  fires, 
i»nd  where,  as  in  this  building,  the  gas-burners 
are  almost  nnmberless.  There  is  no  kind  of 
doubt  in  my  mind  that  that  building  is  as  much 
exposed  to  fire  and  more  than  a  great  many 
stores  along  our  streets  doing  business.  Tbis 
very  Capitol  building,  although  fire-proof,  is 
liableto  navea  fire  breakout  from  the  number 
of  fires  kept  up  and  from  the  number  of  lights 
which  are  kept  burning.  We  know  that  it  has 
been  on  fire  once  already.  It  is  as  much  ex- 
posed te  fire  as  other  property.  Look,  too,  at 
the  Agricultural  Department,  which  is  not  fire- 
proof. Not  only  is  tjie  Agricultural  Depart- 
ment not  fire-proof,  but  very  many  other  build- 
ings belonging  to  the  Government  in  this  city 
are  not  fire- proof;  and  in  them  are  stored 

Sublic  papers  of  the  utmost  value.  The  State 
department  now  oceupies  a  building  with  all 
its  precious  archives  liable  to  destruction  at 
an^  moment  by  fire.  Go  to  any  of  tbese  public 
buildings  and  you  will  find  their  exposure  to 
fire  and  to  immense  damage  equal  witn  private 
property. 

Mr.  BBATTY.  I  wish  to  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  whether  the  Seaton 
House,  now  occupied  by  the  Pension  Office, 
is  not  just  as  liable  to  burn  up  as  any  old 
steamboat? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Tes,  sir;  and 
yet  in  that  building  we  haVe  the  census  papers 
and  other  records  of  the  greatest  value  to  the 
Government. 

Mr.  BEATTY.  In  my  judgment  the  Pen- 
sion Office  ought  never  to  have  b^en  removed 
to  that  building. 

MBSSAOB   FROM  THB   SENATE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
by  Mr.  Stmpson,  one  of  its  clerks,  notifying 
the  House  that  the  Senate  had  passed  bills  of 
the  following  titles ;  in  which  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  was  requested : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  998)  relating  to  the  creation 
of  new  land  districts ;  and 

A  l>ill  (S*  No.  867)  authorizing  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  to  correct  an  Army  officer's 
record. 

WA8HIN0T0N  FIRM  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  have  been 
asked  to  state  what  is  the  entire  expense  of 
the  fire  department  here  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington, it  is  some  seventy-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  one  third  of  that  would  be  $25,000. 
which  is  all  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  is  asked  to  pay  for  the  protection  of  its 
public  buildings  here. 

Mr.  FARNS WORTH.     I  believe  it  was  a 

S-eat  outrage  to  have  removed  the  Pension 
ffice  to  the  Seaton  House,  which  is  liable  to 
catch  fire  at  any  moment.  If  a  fire  break  out 
in  that  building,  no  fire  department  on  earth 
can  stop  it.  The  Pension  Office  should  not 
have  been  sent  there  ;  and  it  was  a  great  out- 
rage to  have  sent  the  valuable  records  of  the 
Government  to  such  a  place  as  that.  They 
ought  to  have  been  kept  where  they  were  in  the 
Interior  Department.  There  is  as  much  room 
in  the  Interior  Department  as  there  was  last 
year.  Thoy  got  along  there  very  well  with  the 
additional  room  they  had.  In  my  opinion  it 
is  not  necessary  that  all  the  assistant  clerks 


and  all  the  assistant  heads  of  Departments 
should  occupy  three  or  four  empty  rooms. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  now  yield  to 
my  colleague  on  the  committee  from  Wiscon- 
sin, [Mr.  Eldrbdob.] 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  am  in  favor  of  this 
appropriation  myself,  and  think  it  is  an  act  of 
justice  to  the  fire  department  of  the  city  of 
Washington  and  to  the  people  who  reside 
here,  and  to  the  people  of  the  United  States 
in  generah  I  do  not  agree  with  mj  friend 
from  Indiana  [Mr.  Holman]  that  this  is  an 
unjust  proportion  of  the  amount  which  the 
fire  department  of  this  city  costs.  I  do  not 
agree  with  him  that  the  proportionate  value 
of  the  property  of  the  United  States  is  as  he 
states  it.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  value  of 
the  Government  property  here  is  in  such  small 
proportion  to  the  value  of  the  entire  property 
as  he  compares  iU 

The  gentleman  has  said  that  all  the  build* 
ings  are  fire-prodf.  I  will  tell  my  friend  from 
Indiana,  as  well  as  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois who  has  just  spoken,  that  such  is  not  the 
case.  The  experience  of  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  [Mr.  Farvsworth]  in  the  recent  ter- 
rible conflagration  at  Chicago  ought  to  con- 
vince him  at  least  that  there  can  hardly  be 
such  a  thing  as  a  fire-proof  building.  That 
fire  demonstrated  to  the  whole  country  that 
there  was  hardly  any  sort  of  a  building  which 
could  be  called  fire  t>roof.  There  is  no  such 
thing  ^as  a  fire-proof  building.  When  the 
heavens  themselves  melt  with  fiervent  heat, 
and  when  the  stones  are  burned  up  that  com- 
pose a  building,  and  the  iron  shutters  fall 
down,  swept  away  as  it  were  by  the  besom 
of  destruction,  there  is  no  snch  thing  as>  fire- 
proof building. 

Mr.  LYNCH,  What  good,  then,  will  the 
fire  department  do  ? 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  The  gentleman  Mks  me 
what  good  the  fire  department  will  do.  Does 
he  mean  by  that  to  say  that  we  ought  to  have 
no  fire  department;  tJiat  we  onsht  to  make  no 
effort  to  put  fires  out  ?  Does  he  go  upon  the 
principle  that  because  this  destruction  has 
taken  place  in  Chicago  he  will  have  no  fire 
department  in  his  own  city  to  protect  his 
building  ?  On  the  occasion  of  snch  fires  as 
that  of  Chicago  there  is  no  fire-proof  build- 
ing, but  in  geueral  we  have  found  by  expe- 
rience that  fire  departments  are  of  great  value 
in  extinguishing  fires.  And  in  this  city, 
with  its  broad  avenues  and  wide  streets,  1 
think  the  fire  department  can  be  made  verv 
effective  in  extinguishing  fires,  and  it  won  la 
be  niggardly  and  mean  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  to  sav  that  the  fire  department 
kept  up  here  shoula  receive  nothing  from  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  because  its 
buildings  were  fire- proofs  or  because  it  has 
taken  some  pains  to  put  them  in  a  condition  in 
which  they  will  not  be  likely  to  be  burned  up. 

I  do  not  know  whether  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  was  wtong  or  not  in  selecting  the 
buildings  which  have  been  referred  to ;  but  it 
is  a  fact  that  the  General  Government  occupy 
more  than  twenty  buildings  that  are  not  fire- 
proof) which  need  the  protection  of  the  fire 
department  just  as*mucn  as  the  buildings  of 
the  citizens  need  it.  I  need  not  enumerate 
them.  Gentlemen  need  only  ^all  to  mind  the 
buildings  to  which  they  go  to  transact  their 
business  with  the  Departments  to  be  satisfied 
that  many  or  the  minority  of  the  pl^^ces  now 
used  by  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
are  not  fire-proo£  There  is  no  reason  in  the 
world  why  the  United  States  Government, 
having  $60,000,000  of  property  here^  while  the 
citizens  have  $90,000,000,  should  not  pay  some 
proportion  of  the  cost  of  keeping  up  a  respect- 
able fire  department.  The  fact  that  here  is  a 
great  city,  with  a  large  amount  of  property 
owned  by  the  United  States,  is  sufficient  rea- 
son why  we  should  pay  some  proportion  of  the 
expense  of  keeping  up  a  respectabU  fire 
department  in  the  eit/  of  Wi^ingtoni 
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Mr.  HOLMAN  rose. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  yield  to  the 
gentleman  from  the  District  of  Colambiai 
fMr.  Chipman.] 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  I  would  willingly  gi^e 
way  to  some  gentleman  who  desired  to  speak 
against  this  bill ;  but  I  think  it  desirable  that 
some  facts  should  be  known  in  regard  to  our 
fire  department,  the  knowledge  of  which,  I 
believe,  will  obviate  any  further  discussion. 

^  We  have  here,  sir,  in  this  District  of  Colum- 
bia five  steam  engines  and  two  trucks.  Our 
fire  department  was  organized  in  1864.  We 
have  strengthened  it  vear  after  year  as  we 
have  been  able  out  of  the  means  raised  by 
taxation.  The  value  of  the  property  owned 
by  the  fire  department  at  present  is  $160,000. 
The  present  cost  of  maintaining  it  per  annum 
is  $70,000.  Now,  sir,  we  need  two  more 
engines.  It  is  not  proposed  in  this  bill  that 
Congress  shall  assist  in  the  purchase  of  those 
engines.  It  is  the  wish  of  the  District  gov- 
ernment to  strengthen  this  department  as  far 
and  as  rapidly  as  possible ;  but  the  matter  of 
maintaining  the  department  we  think  in  part 
should  devolve  upon  Congress. 

We  have,  I  believe,  fewer  ennnes  than  any 
city  of  the  same,  population.  Toledo,  which 
has  not  half  our  population,  has  seven  engine^ 
and  two  tracks ;  rrovidence,  Rhode  Isuind, 
has  nine  engines  and  three  trucks ;  Albany 
has  six  engines  and  two  trucks. 

Now,  from  1861  to  1869  the  United  States 
maintained  a  fire  department  in  this  District, 
known  as  the  fire  brigade,  and  paid  the  ex- 
pense of  that  department  from  the  funds  of 
the  Government.  The  expenses  of  that  de- 
partment were  over  thirty  thousand  dollars 
per  annum.  But  in  1869  the  Government 
removed  the  engines  from  the  District  and 
sent  them  to  various  forts  throughout  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  the  Government  was  thence- 
forth left  without  any  protection  to  its  build- 
ings. 

As  a  matter  of  principle  and  right  our  fire 
department  would  not  be  called  upon  to  defend 
the  Government  property  if  the  individual 
property  of  our  citizens  was  imperiled  at  the 
same  moment.  But  we  recognize  our  obliga- 
tion to  the  General  Government,  and  will 
always  discharge  it,  and  I  believe  our  fire  de- 
partment, acting  upon  a  high  sense  of  duty, 
would  leave  a  fire  burning  the  property  of  a 
private  citizen  and  go  to  the  rescue  of  the 
property  of  the  General  Government,  because 
the  interests  of  the  General  Government  are 
always  to  be  preferred.  But  we  ought  not  to 
be  put  in  this  position,  and  the  Government 
owes  itself  the  duty  of  removing  this  state  of 
things  and  placing  our  fire  companies  under 
greater  than  merely  moral  obligations,  and  the 
Government  should  do  something  that  would 
give  it  the  legal  right  to  protection. 

Now,  let  me  state  one  or  two  instances  which 
will  afibrd  a  good  illustration  of  the  use  of  our 
fire  department  to  Government  property. 

In  the  spring  of  last  year  a  very  large  fire 
.  occurred  at  the  arsenal,  and  there  were  mil- 
lions of  property  imperiled  in  that  fire,  and 
several  thousand  dollars'  worth  destroyed.  Our 
fire  department  worked  for  two  days  and  two 
nights  with  every  engine.  If  a  fire  had  oc* 
curred  in  any  other  part  of  the  city  there  would 
have  been  no  remedy.  In  that  fire  the  wear 
and  tear  of  hose  and  machinery,  which  had  to 
be  paid  for  by  the  District  of  Columbia,  cost 
about  two  thousand  dollars.  General  Dyer 
wrote  a  letter  at  that  time,  speaking  in  the 
highest  terms  of  our  fire  department,  and  rec- 
ommending that  something  be  done  to  protect 
the  Government  property,  without  relying 
wholly  on  our  fire  department. 

Again,  a  tire  broke  out  in  the  Paymaster 
General's  department,  which  mi|;ht  have  con- 
sumed all  the  records  in  that  building  but  for 
the  promptness  of  our  firemen. 

Still  again,  all  the  records  in  the  State  De- 
partment were  exposed  to  fire  last  fall.    It 


attracted  so  much  attention  in  Congress  that 
a  resolution  of  inauiry  was  adopted  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Presiaent  of  the  United  States, 
who  called  upon  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
make  a  report  as  to  what  ought  to  be  done. 
The  Secretary  of  State  made  a  report  on  the 
subject,  and  on  page  8  of  the  message  of  the 
President,  in  answer  to  the  resolution  of  the 
House,  the  Secretary  says : 

**  It  would  be  very  desirable  if  Congress  could  aa- 
thorite  the  purobase  of  a  powerful  steant  fire-encine. 
to  be  placea  in  the  neishborhood  of  tbis  building, 
and  the  organisation  and  maintenance  of  a  com- 
pany to  man  and  equip  it.  It  would  be  used  in 
case  of  fire  in  any  part  of  this  section  of  the  town, 
and  the  cost  would  be  insignificant  in  comparison  to 
the  value  of  public  property  exposed  to  risk." 

That  was  the  recommendation  of  your  Sec- 
retary of  State  in  regard  to  one  building,  and 
there  are  many  other  Departments  in  equal 
peril. 

Now,  just  look  about  the  city.  Gentlemen 
say  that  Government  property  is  protected  by 
fire-proof  buildings.  That  is  not  true.  Nearly 
all  the  bureaus  of  the  War  Department,  the 
commissary  department,  the  quartermaster's 
department,  the  bureau  of  the  Adjutant  Gen- 
eraFs  office,  containing  valuable  records  accu- 
mulated during  the  war,  one  of  the  Auditor's 
offices,  whose  duty  it  is  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  that  Department,  are  all  not  only  in 
buildings  which  are  not  only  not  fire-proof, 
but  in  buildings  which  I  may  call  mere  tmder- 
boxes.  As  to  the  Seaton  House,  constituting 
now,  I  believe,  the  Pension  Office  itself,  all 
the  records  connected  with  matters  of  pensions 
are  exposed  in  a  building  which  is  not  fire- 
proof^ and  it  is  not  pertinent  to  say  that  that 
IS  owing  to  a  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Interior  in  placing  the  recoirds 
there.  He  found  it  necessary  to  do  so.  And 
so  you  may  go  about  the  whole  city,  to  the 
Public  Printing  Office,  to  some  of  the  bureaus 
connected  with  the  Treasury  Department,  your 
arsenals,  the  Agricultural  Department,  and 
many  other  departments  that  might  be  men- 
tioned here  which  are  in  the  same  position. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  costs  $5,000  to  pur- 
chase a  bteam- engine ;  it  costs  $16,000  to 
build  and  equip  a  house  for  it,  and  purchase  a 
lot  for  its  occupancy  ;  $20,000  therefore  is  the 
cost  of  an  engine.  It  costs  $10,000  a  year  to 
maintain  aff  engine ;  so  that  my  estimate  as 
to  the  cost  of  $70,000  for  seven  engines  was 
correct.  This  bill  proposes  to  limit  the  appro- 
priation to  provide  for  an  appropriation  equiv- 
alent to  one  third  of  the  cost  of  maintaining 
our  fire  department,  providing  that  the  sum 
shall  not  exceed  in  any  one  year  $25,000. 

I  had  the  pleasure,  Mr.  Speaker,  of  going 
before  the  Committee  on  Appropriations  for 
the  purpose  of  arguing  the  necessity  of  an 
appropriation  of  this  amount,  or  a  larger  one, 
in  the  miscellaneous  appropriation  bill ;  and  I 
believe  I  do  not  misinterpret  the  reception 
they  gave  me  when  I  say  the  committee  re- 
garded this  as  a  matter  of  very  great  import- 
ance, and  it  was  at  their  suggeq^ion  I  intro- 
duced this  bill  and  had  it  referrea  to  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia.  While 
DO  member  of  the  Committee  on  Appropria- 
tions has  spoken  to-day*  I  know  that  all  who 
were  present  when  I  addressed  them  felt  the 
necessity  of  doing  something  for  the  fire  de- 
partment. 

The  forty  or  fifty  million  dollars  which  is 
estimated  as  the  Government  property  is  the 
value  of  the  buildings  and  not  of  real  estate. 
You  do  not  value  your  real  estate  here  at  any- 
thing. It  was  a  gift  originally,  and  it  has  no 
value  except  such  as  might  be  placed  on  it  if 
the  Government  should  remove  to  some  other 
point ;  but  the  improvements  alone  amount  to 
more  than  one  third  of  the  whole  real  estate 
of  the  city,  and  therefore  I  think  that  asking 
one  third  is  not  asking  too  much.  If  I  may 
be  indulged  a  moment  more,  I  will  say  that  I 
have  here  an  estimate  showing  that  our  fire 
department  is  economically  managed  in  com- 


parison with  those  of  Baltimore,  Su  Lcl^ 
Boston,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  and  New  Yort 
I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read  that  estimate. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Ofpicb  Chixp  BKOiirRB  FiBi  DtrAtTvijrr, 
Wasbinotos,  D.  C,  Apni  \\  I'l 

Sib  :  The  following  statement  of  «ip«D^  ii. 
of  the  varioua  departments  is  the  only  exhibit  nx 
I  can  famish  you  at  this  time : 

Number  j--_-i  Attrny 

LooalUie;                of  com-  ^JJ"  co*t'/rir\ 

p^Mie§,  ovKp4«} 

Baltimore 9  $92,700  Hi"- 

Su  Louis 12  150,000  12.' 

Boston 12  160,000  1 ..;, 

Chicago -..  16  245,500  15^ 

Cincinnati ....18  2S3.sOS  l.li 

New  York 53  1.0UO.OUO  hv 

District  of  Columbia...    6  70.000  WM 

The  present  annual  cost  of  the  aboT«  itptnz'  z 
will  compare  very  nearly  with  the  srencea  &«>.. 
given. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Tory  respeetfally. }  v 
obedient  servant, 

MARTIK  CRONO. 
Chnf  Enoineer  DtttridL  o/  CUm'>i>i 

Pift  Dtpartma; 

Hon.  N.  P.  Chipman,  ffouw  t/  B^rettntauet. 

Mr.  CHIPMAN.  I  might  say  much  u  v 
the  efficiency  of  the  Washington  fire  deptn 
ment.  It  will  compare  favorably  io  this  rer**: 
with  any  in  the  country.  Bat  I  trust  I  bt< 
say  no  more,  and  hope  the  bill  will  pass, 

Mr.  STARK  W  B ATHE  R.  I  now  yi.  .J ;. 
the  gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Moou]  :.r 
a  few  minntes. 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  do  not  rise  fortheporp--^^ 
of  speaking  upon  the  merits  of  this  bill,  \i^ 
for  the  purpose  of  correcting  a  statemeDt  mOf 
by  my  colleague  [Mr.  Fabitswobth]  io  rfk- 
ence  to  the  removal  from  the  Patent  Onet 
building  of  the  papers  connected  witb  Cie 
Pension  Bureau.  It  certainly  it  knows  b« 
every  gentleman  here  that  so  great  has  b«: 
the  increase  of  business  in  the  Patent  0£.i 
that  it  has  demanded  and  now  demao4s  a: 
rec^uires  nearly  the  entire  capacity  of  :bt 
buildine  for  the  business  of  that  office,  bi 
year  alter  year  the  business  of  the  PeQ£< 
Bureau  has  of  necessity  been  crowded  oli  c 
that  building. 

It  is  not  correct  that  the  papers  of  the  Pr:- 
sion  Bureau  were  in  the  Patent  Office  Ul£ 
ing  last  year:  but,  on  the  contrary,  they  vtt 
in  three  different  buildings  in  the  mn*? 
And  I  have  taken  especial  paioa  to  ioqair^  i' 
reference  to  the  character  of  the  buildiDr  q-* 
occupied  for  that  purpose,  as  compared  w 
the  buildings  in  which  they  were  foroc. 
kept.  This  building  was  altogether  tk  r^r; 
best  that  could  be  obtained  by  the  GoT>r. 
ment  for  the  purpose,  and  the  papers  *n  ^^ 
now  in  that  building  except  a  few  tbaurc ' 
the  Patent  Office  building;  and  after  the  s  * 
diiieent  examination  of  the  boiidiop  u^-j 
could  have  been  obtained  for  the  parpo*^ ' 
have  become  satisfied  that  this  was  altog"^ 
the  best;  indeed,  it  seemed  to  be  almost  ;^^ 
only  one  that  could  be  obtained.  1  (^  '^'-*^ 
those  papers  are  still  in  an  unsafe  place:  ^ 
the  Department  is  not  responsible  for  t»*- 
We  need  more  public  builoingt  here  for  > 
accommodation  of  the  departoeota  o:  ^'-'' 
Government. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Can  my  colleip 
[Mr.  Moork]  inform  me  how  much  n?iii  a- 
Government  pays  for  that  old  buildiog.  *'- 
how  much  it  cost  to  put  it  in  order  to  r€cf.'f 
these  papers  7 

Mr.  MOORE.  I  believe  the  amoaai- 
rent  paid  is  $10,000 ;  and  that  was  the  Infi ' ' 
which  they  could  get  any  building  at  all  t'^- 
for  the  purposes  of  tho  Pension  Bureau. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  now  yie^^  • 
the  gentleman  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  t.. 
RKDOB,]  my  colleague  upon  the  comoiiu*?^ 

Mr.  ELDREDGB.  IdesiretowybJt*'" 
words.  On  behalf  of  myself  I  want  to  m^  - 
the  House  that  I  cannot  appreciate  the  la- 
ment used  by  gentlemen  who  oppose  wi- 
an  argument  that  is  based  upon  the  -^ 
I  that  the  property  of  the  United  Stattf  u  ^^ 
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city  is  fire-proof.  The  argument  that  we 
should  not  contribute  toward  the  maintenance 
of  a  fire  department  in  this  city  because  our 
buildings  are  all  fire-proof  is  an  argument 
which  I  confess  I  cannot  appreciate.  As  well 
might  a  rich  man  in  a  city  say  that  because  he 
Tas  able  to  make  his  house  fire- proof,  there- 
fore he  would  not  contribute  one  cent  toward 
the  expense  of  maintaining  a  fire  department 
for  the  benefit  of  others  in  that  community. 
And  yet  the  argument  of  gentlemen  here 
amounts  to  that,  and  nothing  more. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  is 
rich  ;  it  has  the  command  of  all  the  property 
of  this  country,  and  is  enabled  to  construct  its 
buildings  so  that  they  are  fire- proof,  as  it  is 
claimed.    And  then  we  are  asked  to  tell  the 

Seople  of  this  country  that  because  those 
uildings  are  fire-proof  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  will  not  help  to  maintain  a  fire 
department  to  protect  the  other  buildings  in 
this  city.  A  ricn  man  in  a  city  with  the  same 
propriety  might  say  that  because  he  had  pro- 
vided against  the  destruction  of  his  buildings 
by  fire,  and  was  not  afraid  of  loss  by  fire, 
therefore  he  would  not  contribute  one  cent 
toward  the  protection  of  the  buildings  and 
other  property  of  the  poorer  people  of  the 
same  vicinity.  If  the  argument  is  good  in  the 
one  case  it  is  in  the  other. 

Now,  there  is  no  propriety  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  not  contributing 
toward  the  maintenance  of  a  fire  department 
in  the  city  of  Washington  because  it  has  made 
itself  secure  against  fire.  There  is  the  more 
reason  why  it  should  so  contribnte.  It«  abil 
ity,  its  wealth,  its  greatness,  its  power,  all  com- 
bine to  strengthen  the  argument  that  it  should 
contribute  in  proportion  to  its  means  toward 
B  sufficient  fire  department  for  this  commu* 
Dity.  I  wish,  on  my  own  account,  to  repudi- 
ate the  idea  that  because  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  is  rich  and  great,  and  has 
fire-proof  buildings,  therefore  it  should  not 
contribute  to  the  expense  of  maintaining  a 
Qre  department  here. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  The  amount  of 
Bxpeuse  aa  limited  by  this  bill  is  less  than  the 
amount  paid  by  the  Government  when  it  main- 
t4]iined  a  fire  brigade  here.  That  fire  brigade 
having  been  sent  to  other  localities,  the  whole 
Juty  of  protection  is  left  to  the  fire  depart- 
ment here.  I  think  there  should  be  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  It  seems  to  me,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  the  proposition  submitted  by 
nay  friend  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Eldkeooe]  is 
3xceediugly  remote  as  an  illustration.  When 
ae  compares  the  case  of  the  Government  of 
he  United  States  selecting  this  city  for  its 
3ublic  buildings  and  for  the  expenditure  of 
^ast  revenues,  to  the  case  of  a  wealthy  citizen 
who  erects  a  fire  proof  building,  and,  thus 
escaping  from  liability  to  fire,  seeks  to  be 
exempt  from  taxation  needed  to  provide  for 
iuctk  calamities,  the  parallel  is  so  remote  as 
,o  my  mind  to  be  entirely  imperceptible. 

This  city  is  simply  the  national  capital ; 
Lod  the  wealth  which  the  Government  diffuses 
Lt  the  seat  of  its  central  administration  builds 
ip  a  great  and  prosperous  city.  The  Gov- 
ernment, having  no  interest  in  common  with 
be  citizens  here  and  their  wealth  more  than 
vitb  any  other  city  or  town,  erects  buildings 
vhich  are  the  common  property  of  the  whole 
)eopie ;  and  in  order  to  secure  the  safety  of 
ts  records  and  archives,  makes  its  buildings 
ire-proof.  In  the  navy-yard,  which  is  not  fire- 
proof, the  Government,  as  gentlemen  will  re- 
aember,  maintains  its  own  fire  department, 
ask  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  whether 
he  city  of  Washington  proposes  to  pay  any 
rortion  of  the  expense  of  keeping  up  a  fire 
lepartment  at  the  navy-yard  in  this  city?  Is 
t  proposed  that  the  city  of  Washington  shall 
lay  a  part  of  the  expense  of  maintaining  the 
aHt  army  of  persons  employed  about  this 
>apitol  and  the  Departments,  in  acting  as 
ratcbmen  and  guarding  against  fire  and  other 


casualities?  Not  at  all.  The  gentleman  does 
not  propose  that.  We  resort  to  every  expedi- 
ent to  preserve  our  public  records.  The  Gov- 
ernment buildings  are  erected  for  the  common 
benefit  of  the  whole  people  of  the  country, 
who  have  no  more  interest  in  common  with 
the  citizens  of  Washington  than  with  the  citi- 
zens of  any  other  section  of  the  country. 

Gentlemen  should  bear  in  mind  that  the 
very  application  of  the  agencv  used  to  extin- 
guish tires  would  with  regard  to  our  public 
records  and  archives  be  as  destructive  as  fire 
itself.  To  guard  against  damage  from  water 
as  well  as  fire  the  Government  ha«,  by  a  large 
expenditure  of  money,  made  provision  for 
secure  public  buildings ;  and  where  our  build- 
ings are  not  fire-proof  the  Government  main- 
tains at  its  own  cost  a  large  fire  establishment, 
or  a  large  corps  of  watchmen  at  a  heavy  ex- 
pense, to  protect  our  buildings  against  the 
possibility  pf  fire  or  any  other  calamity  to 
which  they  may  be  liable.  On  the  other  hand 
the  citizens  of  Washington  employ  no  watch- 
men to  guard  against  such  calamities  and 
their  buildings  are  not  fire-proof;  hence  they 
must  have  the  agency  of  a  local  fire  depart- 
ment for  the  protection  of  their  property. 

I  hope  gentlemen  will  bear  in  mind  another 
thing.  It  has  come  to  be  a  source  of  complaint 
on  the  part  of  the  people  of  the  country  that 
while  a  large  body  of  citizens  here  amass 
wealth  at  the  expense  of  the  Government — I 
do  not  say  illegitimately — almost  all  the  expend- 
itures for  the  merely  local  purposes  of  Wash- 
ington city,  instead  of  being  borne  by  the  citi- 
zens themselves,  as  is  the  case  elsewhere,  fall 
upon  the  people  of  the  whole  country.  The 
Government  provides  this  city  with  the  means 
of  obtaining  a  supply  of  water,  and  in  doing 
BO  incurs  an  expense  exceeding  that  borne  by 
perhaps  B,nyr  other  citv  except  New  York.  Is 
any  other  city  in  the  Union  the  object  of  such 
favoritism?  Again,  sir,  the  salaries  of  the 
Board  of  Health — a  body  which  exists  for  the 
common  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  Washington — 
are  paid  out  of  the  public  Treasury,  i  hope 
that  g:entlemen  will  not  further  urge  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  because  its  passage  will  oe  but 
another  step  in  those  expenditures  for  this 
city  which  have  been  going  on  year  after  year. 
I  hope  there  will  be  some  time  when  they  will 
stop. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  Of  all  the  meas- 
ures we  have  reported  this  is  the  only  one  look- 
ing to  an  expenditure  in  this  direction.  It 
contemplates  an  expenditure  of  $25,000  a 
year — less  than  was  expended  annually  by  the 
United  States  daring  the  ten  years  before  they 
took  away  the  fire  brigade.  The  city  of  Wash- 
ington affords  the  required  protection  at  a  less 
expense  than  that  which  the  Government  in- 
curred in  maintaining  its  fire  brigade.  I  say, 
therefore,  that  this  is  a  measure  of  economy. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  Will  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  allow  me  to  say  one 
word  in  addition  to  the  suggestions  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman]? 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  will  yield  to 
the  gentleman  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  I  desire  to  say  that 
when  the  bill  establishing  for  this  District  a 
territorial  form  of  government  was  presented 
to  us  in  the  last  Congress,  we  received  a  pledge 
that  henceforth  the  District  of  Columbia  would 
not  ask  us  to  appropriate  any  more  money  for 
local  purposes. 

Several  Members.    Oh,  no. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  That  statement 
will  be  found  in  the  Globe.  I  objected  to  the 
bill  at  the  time,  and  the  friends  of  the  measure 
told  me  that  we  ought  to  support  it  because  it 
was  going  to  put  an  end  to  these  appropria- 
tions by  Congress  for  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia. *^If  you  give  us  this  bill,''  they  said, 
**then  we  will  run  our  own  machine,''  or 
words  to  that  effect.  Now,  there  has  not 
been  a  District  of  Columbia  day  since  that  we 
have  not  been  asked  for  something  or  other. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.    I  wish  to  cor- 


rect the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  The  Com- 
mittee for  the  District  of  Columbia  has  not 
asked  a  single  appropriation  before  this  bill 
to-day  appropriating  $25,000  as  one  third  of 
the  expense  of  keeping  up  the  fire  department 
here.  This  is  the  only  one  brought  up  in  ref- 
erence to  local  affairs. 

Mr.  FINKELNBURG.  Not  more  than  five 
niiinutes  ago  we  passed  a  bill. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  It  had  nothing  to 
do  with  local  affairs.  This  is  less  than  it  was 
before. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  wish  to  reply  to  the 
gentleman  from  Indiana,  [Mr.  Holman.]  I 
do  not  wish  to  interfere  with  his  peculiar  pre- 
rogative of  defending  the  people  of  the  whole 
country.  He  seems  to  have  been  sent  here  by 
some  sort  of  power  to  speak  for  the  whole 
people,  ''the  people  of  the  whole  country," 
as  he  terms  it.  He  tells  us  that  the  people  of 
the  whole  country  have  no  interest  in  common 
with  the  city  of  Washington.  I  do  not  see 
exactly  how  it  is. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.     I  simply  did  not  say  so. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  am  glad  the  gentle- 
man did  not  say  that ;  but  I  so  understood 
him.  I  understood  him  to  say  they  have  no 
interest  in  common  with  the  city  of  Washing* 
4x>n. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  say  that  the  whole  peo- 
ple have  no  more  interest  in  Washington  city 
than  they  have  in  any  other  city  in  the  country. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  Let  that  be  the  gentle- 
man's statement,  and  I  take  issue  with  him  on 
that.  Now,  sir,  the  people  of  the  whole  coun- 
try have  more  interest  in  Washington  than  an^ 
other  city  of  a  greater  or  less  size  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  for  this  very  good  reason,  that 
the  people  have  their  national  capital  here; 
they  have  all  their  public  buidings  nere ;  they 
have  all  their  archives  here ;  they  send  most 
of  their  Representatives  to  stay  most  of  their 
time  here ;  they  have  here  the  administrators 
of  the  national  Government  during  the  entire 
year.  They  have,  therefore,  more  interest  in 
the  city  of  Washington  than  in  any  other  city 
of  the  United  States.  And  my  friend  from 
Indiana,  it  seems  to  me^  ought  not  to  fail  to 
appreciate  that  fact. 

In  the  same  line  of  remark  it  is  suggested  to 
me  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Massa- 
chusetts [Mr.  BakksJ  who  sits  to  my  right 
that  the  people  of  the  whole  country — and  I 
use  the  favored  expression  of  my  friend  from 
Indiana — are  responsible  for  comfortable  posi- 
tions and  quarters  for  the  accommodation  of 
representatives  of  foreign  Powers  who  are 
invited  here  to  act  in  their  several  respective 
diplomatic  capacities.  We  are  responsible 
for  their  safety  as  well.  We  are  responsible 
for  the  safety  of  their  books  and  papers,  and 
for  all  the  documents  relating  to  their  Gov- 
ernments with  which  they  are  intrusted. 

The  position,  the  plane  upon  which  my 
friend  from  Indiana  argues  this  question  is  too 
low  a  one,  in  my  judgment.  He  says  we  have 
taken  great  pains  to  make  all  of  our  public 
buildings  here  fire- proof  as  far  as  we  could, 
and  have  appointed  a  large  number  of  watch- 
men to  see  those  buildings  are  taken  care  of. 

Now  he  tells  us  that  the  city  of  Washington 
has  not  done  anything.  I  say  that  the  city  of 
Washington  have  been  doing  a  great  deal  in 
the  same  direction.  They  have  their  police- 
men here,  and  they  pay  them  themselves. 
They  have  officers  here  to  administer  the  local 
government  and  to  keep  the  city  in  order, 
and  they  pay  them  out  of  their  own  pockets. 
We  enjoy  all  those  in  common  with  them.  In- 
deed|  I  doubt  whether  we  employ  more  men 
who  act  here  so  as  to  be  of  value  to  the  city 
government  than  the  city  government  of  Wash- 
ington does  men  who  are  of  the  greatest  value 
to  the  service  of  the  United  States. 

But  all  of  this,  in  my  judgment,  is  too  low  a 

{)lane  to  look  on  this  question.  Here  is  a 
arge  citj,  where  the  United  States  own  nearly 
sixty  million  dollars  of  property.  The  peo- 
ple who  live  here  have  b^n  distributed  by  the 
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establishment  of  the  seat  of  Government  here 
over  a  much  larger  circumference,  and  have 
required  of  them  a  much  greater  expense  in 
taking  care  of  the  mutiicipality  than  if  the 
Federal  Qovernment  and  its  administrators 
were  not  here,  i  am  not  quite  certain  but  the 
city  of  Washington  is  not  put  to  quite  as  much 
expense  in  taking  car^  of  the  members  of  Con- 
gress as  the  Federal  Government  is  pat  to  in 
taking  care  of  the  city  of  Washineton.  I  am 
not  certain  bat  the  whole  people  of  the  United 
States  have  an  interest  not  only  in  the  proper 
administration  of  the  city  government  here, 
but  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  Federal  officers 
who  are  permanently  located  here,  as  well  as 
in  the  lives  and  property  of  those  who  are 
sent  here  to  represent  them  in  Congress.  And 
there  is  no  reason,  as  I  remarked  when  I  was 
speaking  on  this  question  before,  why  the  Gov- 
ernment) because  it  is  rich  and  because  it  has 
the  ability  to  use  all  these  means  to  preserve 
itself)  should  not  be  taxed  in  common  with  the 
people  for  the  protection  of  the  community  in 
which  their  archives  and  the  Government  build- 
ings are  located.  There  is  no  proper  argument 
that  can  be  made  in  favor  of  a  rich  man  in  a 
community  contributing  his  fair  share  for  the 
protection  of  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sides  which  does  not  apply  to  the  Government 
in  regard  to  its  paying  its  fair  share  of  the 
expenses  of  protecting  the  buildings  of  this 
community. 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER.  I  yield  to  the 
gentleman  from  New  Jersey,  [Mr.  Bird.] 

Mr.  BIRD.  I  shall  cast  my  vote  in  favor 
of  this  proposition.  I  shall  do  it  from  perhaps 
a  very  selfish  consideration.  The  same  con- 
sideration which  influences  me  to  secure  my 
property  at  home,  influences  me  to  vote  as  far 
as  I  can  to  secure  the  property  that  belongs 
to  the  Government  here.  We  are  the  custo* 
dians  to  some  extent  of  all  the  public  property 
in  this  city,  and  it  ill  becomes  us  to  take  any 
step  backward  that  would  look  like  careless- 
ness  or  indifference  on  our  part  in  regard  to 
the  preservation  of  these  great  interests. 

Vast  sums  of  money  have  been  expended 
on  this  building  and  other  buildings  in  the 
District  of  Columbia  belonging  to  the  Govern- 
ment. Now,  if  anything  devolves  upon  us  as 
servatits  of  the  people,  so  far  as  the  preserva^ 
tion  of  the  property  of  the  Government  is  con- 
cerned, in  any  part  of  the  country,  it  is  that 
we  should  look  to  the  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic property  here.  And  while  I  contribute  to 
a  fire  department  in  my  own  little  village,  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  my  own  property 
and  the  property  of  others  there,  I  cannot  fail 
to  contribute  somewhat,  by  my  vote  at  least,  to 
the  protection  and  preservation  of  the  property 
that  belongs  to  the  public  which  is  located  in 
this  city. 

The  sum  may  be  a  large  one.  I  am  not  sure 
that  it  is.  But  whether  it  be  large  or  small, 
the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia 
having  in  their  judgment  and  in  their  discre- 
tion, i  believe  wisely,  entertained  and  fixed 
this  sum,  I  will  not  question  but  it  is  right. 

How  we  can  do  otherwise  than  vole  this 
small  appropriation.  I  cannot  understand.  If 
we  were  to  vote  against  it,  and  in  the  course  of 
events  a  destructive  fire  should  take  place  in 
the  city  of  Washington,  destroying  our  public 
property  and  public  records,  what  reflections, 
sir,  would  occur  to  you  and  to  me  thereafter? 
Would  there  not  be  the  conviction  that  we  had 
been  guilty  of  a  want  of  fidelity  to  our  duty, 
and  a  betrayal  of  the  high  interests  committed 
to  us  by  our  constituents  ?  It  seems  to  me  that 
would  inevitably  follow.  I  trust,  therefore, 
the  recommendation  of  the  committee  will 
meet  the  hearty  approval  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER  pro  <empore,(Mr.  Whbklbr 
in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on  ordering  the 
bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  W.  R.  ROBERTS.  On  that  question 
I  demand  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  waa  taken  I  and  it  was  decided 


in  the  affirmative — ^yeas  79,  nays  66)  not  voting 

105 ;  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Acker.  Banks.  Beck.  Bigbv,  Bird. 
Braxton,  James  Brooks.  Boeklesr,  Roderick  H.  Bat- 
ler.  Coghlan.  Conger.  Con oer.  Cotton.  Critober.  Dar- 
r&ll,  De  Large.  Dickey,  Doz.  Du  Bose,  Duell.  Duke, 
Eames,  Eldredge,  Ely.  Farwell.  Wilder  D.  Foster, 
Frye.  Garfield,  Gets.  QriiSth.  flalsey,  Uanoook,  Uar- 
mer.  Harper.  John  1¥.  Haielton.  Hoar,  Uoagbton» 
Kendall,  Ketcham,  Lamport,  Lewis.  Maynard,  Mc- 
Clelland, Merriam,  Morey.  Leonard  Myers,  Nlblack, 
Orr,  Palmer,  Peck,  Peree,  Peters,  Poland,  Prindle, 
Baiuey,  Bitcbie.  Roosevelt*  Sessions,  Sherwood, 
Sbober.  Jobn  A.Smith, Sprague.  Starkweather.  Ste- 
TODs,  StoughtoD,  Strong,  Sataerland.  Swann,  Terry, 
Washington  Townsend.  Twicbell,  Upson.  Wakeman» 
Walden,  Waldron.  Wallace.  Wheeler.  Wbittbornot 
and  Williams  of  Indiana— 79. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams.  Ames,  Archer,  Arthur, 
Barber,  Beatty,  Bell,  Austin  Blair,  James  Q.  Blair« 
Bright.  Buffinton.  Burohard.  Crocker,  Crossland. 
Donnan,  Dunnell.  Farnsworth,  Finkelnburg.  Halde- 
man.  Hale,  Handley,  Hanks,  John  T.  Harris,  Hay, 
Herndon,  Uibbard,  Holman,  King,  Lowe,  Manaou. 
Mclntyre,  McJuokin,  Morgan,  Morphis.  Paekardi 
Hoaea  W.  Parker,  Price,  Bead,  Edward  Y.  Rice, 
Ellis  H.  Roberts.  William  R.  Roberts,  Rusk,  Shanks. 
Sheldon,Shoemaker.blater,R.  Milton  6peer,ThomAfl 
J.  Speer,  Storm,  Tafi'e,  Turner,  Tyner.  Wellst  White- 
ley,  Wil lard,  and  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson— 56. 

NOD  VOTING— Messrs.  Ambler.  Averill.  Bamum, 
Barry,  Beveridgei  Biggs,  Biugham,  Boles*  George 
M.  Brooks.  Burdett.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  CaldwcTli 
CampbeU,Carroll, William  T.Glark.Freeman  Clarke, 
Cobb,  Coburn,  Comingo,  Cox,  Crebs,  Creoly,  Davis. 
Dawes,  Elliott,  Forker.  Charles  Foster,  Henry  D. 
Foster,  Garrett,  GoUaday,  Goodrich.  Hambletoni 
George  E.  Harris.  Havens.  Hawloy.  Hays.  Gerrv  W. 
Haselton.  Hereford.  Hill,  Hooper,  Kelley,  Kellogg, 
Kerr,  Killinger,  Kinsella,  Lamuon,  Lansing,  Leach, 
Lynch,  Marshall,  McCormiok,  MoCrary,  MoGrew* 
McHenry.  McKee,  McKinney,  McNeeiv,  Mercur, 
Merrick,  Benjamin  F.  Meyers.  Mitchell,  Monroe, 
Moore.  Kesley,  Packer,  Isaac  C.  Parker,  Pendleton. 
Aaron  F.  Perry.  Bli  Perry,  Piatt.  Porter,  Potteri 
Randall,  John  M.Rice,  Robinson,  Rogers, Sargent, 
Sawyer,  Scofield,  Seelev,  Shellabarger,  Slocum, 
Sloss,  H.  Boardman  Smith.  Worthington  C.  Smith, 
Snapp,  Snyder,  Stevenson,  Stowell,  St.  John.  Svpher* 
Thomas,  Dwight  Townsend.  Tuthill.  Van  Trump, 
Vaughan.  Voorhees,  WaddeUrW alls.  Warren.  Wil- 
liams of  New  York.  John  T.  Wilson,  Winchester, 
Wood,  and  Young— 105. 

So  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time ;  and  being  engrossed,  it  was 
accordingly  read  the  third  timoi  and  passed* 

Mr.  STARKWEATHER  moved  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed } 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JAIL  FOR  THE  DISTRICT  OF  COLCMBtA. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  take  from  the  Speaker's  table  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  House  bill  No;  1552, 
in  relation  to  the  jail  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, in  order  that  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate may  be  agreed  to.  I  will  state  the  sub- 
stance of  the  amendments,  so  that  gentlemen 
may  know  whether  they  desire  to  object  to 
concurrence.  The  bill  the  House  passed  was 
a  revival  of  the  bill  of  last  year  appropriating 
$200,000.  The  Senate  have  increased  the 
amount  to  $300,000,  $100,000  to  be  paid  back 
ultimately  by  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  have 
considered  the  matter  well,  and  recommend 
concurrence  in  the  Senate  amendments. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  object  to  the  amend- 
ments. The  bill  ought  to  'be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations. 

Mr.  POLAND.  1  will  ask  that  it  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  If  it  contains  an  appropri- 
ation of  $300,000,  I  think  it  ought  to  go  to 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations. 

The  SPEAKER.  It  does  not  necessarily 
go  to  that  committee  because  it  contains  an 
appropriation. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  know  it  does  not  neces- 
sarily, but  it  ought  properly. 

Mr.  POLAND.  I  move  that  it  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  move  to  amend  that 
motion  by  referring  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations. 

The  amendment  was  disagreed  to ;  and  the 
bill  was  then  referred  to  the  Committee  for  the 
Difthet  of  Oolumbia. 


OBDBB  OF  BirSINBSS. 

Mr.  BANKS.  The  Committee  on  Foref. 
Affairs  are  entitled  to-dav  to  the moruiog b-.^ 
for  private  bills.  I  will  not  press  it  if  > 
House  will  allow  the  gentleman  from  Oi 
[Mr.  MotiOAN]  to  make  a  few  advent  rty-ji 
which  he  hasoeen  waiting  to  make  fora  vtc&. 
as  he  desires  to  go  away. 

No  objection  was  made. 

▲DVBR8B  BBPOBTB. 

Mr.   MORGAN,   from  the   Comtn{tt««  r« 
Foreign  Affairs,  Reported  adversely  oo  ihe  > 
lowing  cases : 

The  memorial  of  Andt«w  Tenbrook,  At 
consul  at  Munich ; 

The  memorial  of  Samuel  Bhomberg,  Wt 
consul  at  Hamburg ;  and 

The  memorial  of  Ralph  King,  late  corjc 
at  Bremen. 

CHILD RBN  OF  J.  B.  MARTItr,  DBCSaSJLD. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  am  initmcted  to  ref^- 
back,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  ^4>«. 
the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  620)  fur  the  reiid  ' 
Thomas  C.  Martini  Emilia  K.  Manin,  Js&t*f. 
Martin,  and  Leonor  Martini  childrea  of  J.  b. 
Martin,  deceased. 

The  bill  was  read.  It  directs  the  8«cr«u.7 
of  the  Treasury,  out  of  any  moneyin  the  Trci- 
ury  not  otherwise  appropriaUHl,  to  ps?  :) 
Thomas  C.  Martin,  Emilia  E.  Martin.  Jatv 
G.  Martin,  and  Leonor  Manint  childreo  o!  J. 
E.  Martin,  deceased,  or  their  l<^al  represe-  ti 
tives,  the  sum  of  $2,267  86«  in  full  for  aerr  c  » 

Serformed  by  J.  E.  Martin    aa  acting  cluf.t 
'affaires  of  the  United  Statea  at  LislK>n«  \u  s 
July  19,  1860,  to  June  16,  1861. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  do  not  deeir«  to  taii^  b 
point  of  order,  but  I  want  information  oa  uij 
case. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  There  ia  «  report  io  ^ 
case,  which  I  ask  the  Clerk  to  read. 

The  Clerk  read  the  report^  aa  follows : 

It  appears  fh>m  the  reoords  of  the  De^v^s^*"' 
of  State  that  owing  to  a  question  which  ibce  *j 
gaged  the  serious  attention    of  oar  Oornrs 
Hod.  James  B.  Clay,  the  char^4  d'affaires    :    < 
United  States  at  Linbon.  asked  lor  his  pae^pori  ^ . 
quit  his  post  on  the  19th  of  Jal3f»  1850. 

At  that  time  Mr.  J.  £.  Martia  was  th«  e-»scU: 
agent  of  the  United  States,  without  s«Imt  «>r  - 'i. : 
eompensation  than  small  and  uneertaio  ree».  ^'■ 
Clay  eommitted  the  archives,  seals,  eflwts.  to-l  -v 
rent  bosiness  of  the  legation  to  his  keeping.  »:• 
when  communicating  that  fact  to  the  Secret^*? 
State,  July  23. 1850.  he  said :  **  It  ffives  mecrcat  pi*-- 
ure  to  reoommend  this  gentlamaa  as  neD«(  u: 
oaAable." 

Under  the  pecaliar  oircamstanees  of  Mr.  C  ■.*  - 
withdrawal,  the  Department  of  State  eoald  cot  >i^ 
eially  appoint  a  suecetsor  to  him  ontil  the  mbpc  «! 
embarrassment  waa  removed.    Bat  it  wassiill  is  ..* 
pensable,  for  the  protection  of  American  citizec«  j^- 
property,  that  the  United  States  thonld  be  r^i* 
sented  at  saoh  a  junctoret  and  tbat  some  respoa^n- : 
mediam  of  communication  shoold  exisi  bjr  *-  * 
our  endangered  interests  might  not  only  be  i^r 
defended,  bat  which  would  aerre,  also,  ae  a  &ie»  • 
of  reoonciling  the  disturbed  relations  betwees  ~ 
two  countries. 

Mr.  Martia  was  greatly  esteemed  by  the  P3r:- 
sneae  authorities,  and  deservedly  enjoyed  th«  e< : 
ndence  of  nis  own  Qovernment.  By  his  wii^  eas- 
duct,  conciliatory  disposition,  ability,  and  iaflsc.  ' 
he  contributed  most  materially  to  bring  ab«>ut  s  ji  ' 
understanding,  so  that  in  a  single  year  the  d<<::^a. 
oourse  of  friendly  diplomacy  was  resamed,  a:^^  * 
grave  and  threatening  interruption,  andoorreUt:  •- 
were  restored  to  the  best  footing. 

Mr.  Martin  applied  himself  dilic«ntly  and  t^''*- 
fully  to  the  diaehanre  of  the  duties  and  the  eve  ' 

Sie  iniportant  interests  with  which  he  was  ctiftrt|i 
on.  C.  B.  Haddock,  who  regularly  suee^ed*^  a' 
01  ay.  in  a  dispatch  to  Mr.  Bverett.  dated  at  Li<t^  - 
January  18, 1853,  spoke  of  him  in  Uims  high  ters< 
"During  this  interval  Mr.  Martin  perforxcrd  t.  * 
duties  of  charg6,  and  in  such  a  manner  th^c  the  .''. 
Secretary  of  State.  Mr.  Webster,  addressed  to  b  a  i 
note  of  special  eommendation." 

The  l>epartment  of  State  and  the  foreign  9^  ' 
of  the  Portuguese  Qovernment  both  bear  wili-a^  * : 
ness  to  the  services  whieh   Mr.  Martia  re^ier- 
and  to  the  correspondence  which  haoondiici«<i.  * 
although  there  was  a  suspension  of  formal  ^n  * 
matio  intercourse  he  was  allowed,  in  token  of  £;•«'"• 
regard  and  eotifidenoe,  to  keep  its  chain  asbn  kta. 
and  thus  beoame  the  instmmeat  of  a  reeoaahaL  . 
which  has  resulted,  happily,  in  a  close,  oo&tics  ■» 
and  valuable  Intimacy. 

Mr.  Martin  acted  in  the  eapaoity  stated  fhn  t^? 
Ijdth  of  Joly,  1850*  until  the  15th  of  Jane,  V^l  H« 
incurred  considerable  expense  in  maintainicg  *^ 
beoominff  dif  alty  of  that  positloa,  aad  is  clearly  t»- 
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titled  to  the  pay  of  »  charg^  d'affairoi  darinff  the 
time  he  rendered  the  servioes  which  have  heen 
described,  aocording  to  the  cuage  establiahed  by 
CoDgress.  He  baa  received  no  compensation  for 
them,  and  there  is  no  other  mode  of  relief  than  that 
proposed. 

A  case  almost  identical  in  principle,  bat  withoat 
any  degree  of  eciaal  merit,  may  be  properly  cited  to 
iilttstrate  the  liberality  oi  Congress  in  recognizing 
even  imperfect  seryice.  Mr.  James  Q.  Clarke,  an 
American  citisen  clothed  with  no  official  character 
whatever,  was  selected  by  Hon.  J.  J.  Seibels,  then 
mio  later  resident  of  the  United  States  at  Brussels, 
to  take  charge  of  the  property  of  the  legation  dur- 
ing a  leave  of  absence  in  1856.  That  leave  was 
granted  for  the  personal  convenience  of  the  minis- 
ter, and  the  duties  of  his  office  involved  no  special 
responsibility.  Yet  the  Thirty-Ninth  Congress  ad- 
mitted the  claim  for  pay  to  be  just  and  obligatory, 
and  paid  Mr.  Clarke  the  salary  of  charg6  d'aflfaires 
during  the  time  he  was  the  custodian  of  the  archives. 

The  claim  of  Mr.  Martin  has  been  repeatedly 
reported  and  passed  upon  with  favor  oy  both 
branches  of  Congress,  and  from  accidental  cause 
has  failed  to  become  a  law.  He  has  passed  away, 
and  it  is  the  inheritance  of  children,  woo  have  been 
overtaken  by  adversity.  The  United  States  owes 
this  debt  and  should  acquit  it. 

The  committee  report  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the 
children  of  Mr.  Martin  founded  on  the  facts  which 
have  been  set  forth,  and  the  act  of  Congress  which 
fixes  the  pay  of  a  charg6  d'affaires  at  $5,000  a  year. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  I  notice  what 
seems  to  me  a  similarity  between  this  case 
and  one  which  I  have  observed  the  committee 
has  always  rejected.  I  supposed  from  what  I 
understood  that  the  Government  has  adopted 
B  mle  that  it  would  not  pay  consular  agents 
for  any  other  service  rendered  the  Govern- 
ment while  he  held  any  other  office,  and  yet 
there  seems  to  be  such  a  state  of  facts  here. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  I  think  I  can  satisfy  the 
honorable  gentleman  from  Michigan. 

Mr.  fiLAIR,  of  Michigan.  I  wish  the  gen- 
tleman would  do  so. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  The  distinction  is  this: 
there  has  been  an  invariable  rale  of  the  Gov- 
ernment that  where  a  consul  was  serving  in  a 
country  to  which  the  United  States  had  not 
an  accredited  minister,  all  the  relations  be- 
tween the  Government  of  that  country  and 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  were 
regarded  as  consular  in  their  character.  But 
where  a  consul  was  discharging  his  duties  in 
a  country  where  the  United  States  had  an 
accredited  minister,  and  in  consequence  of 
the  removal  or  death  of  the  minister,  he  per- 
forms diplomatic  as  well  as  consular  duties, 
and  in  that  case  additional  compensation 
was  allowed  him  for  those  services.  In  the 
case  now  under  consideration  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs  have  not  recom- 
mended the  allowance  of  the  full  salary  of  a 
minister,  but  only  fifly  per  cent,  of  such  salary. 
Mr.  Martin  discharged  the  duty  of  charg6 
d'affaires  with  such  satisfaction  to  our  Govern- 
ment that  he  received  in  consideration  of  his 
services  the  especial  thanks  of  Mr.  Webster, 
who  was  then  our  Secretary  of  State,  as  well 
as  the  commendation  of  the  minister  resident 
sent  to  relieve  him. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  I  must  say  that 
[  do  not  perceive.the  ground  of  difference  in 
t;he  two  cases.  In  the  one  case,  the  consul 
pvho  was  resident,  at  Munich,  in  Bavaria,  a 
kingdom 'of  seven  million  people,  where  we 
tiad  no  minister  at  all,  was  charged  with  diplo- 
matic duties  and  performed  them  for  a  year 
OT  more  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  Gov- 
srnment.  He  made  application  for  some  com- 
pensation for  those  services,  his  salary  as 
consul  being  entirely  insufficient.  Now,  it 
leems  that  the  rule  adopted  is  that  if  the 
consular  agent  performs  diplomatic  services 
n  a  country  where  we  have  a  minister  res- 
dent  for  the  purpose,  he  shall  be  entitled 
x>  compensation  therefor;  but  if  he  discharges 
inch  duties  in  a  country  where  we  have  no 
ninisler  resident  at  all,  where  there  seems  to 
)e  an  absolute  necessity  for  him  to  perform 
hose  duties,  he  shall  not  be  paid  for  it.  I 
lave  not  yet  been  able  to  see  the  ground  for 
his  distinction.  If  there  is  any  law  for  such 
k  discrimination  as  that  I  wish  the  gentleman 
vould  let  us  know  what  it  is. 
Mr.  BANKS.     The  distinction  is  this  :  that 
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in  the  case  reported  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman from  OhiOf  [Mr.  Morgax,]  the  ser- 
vices were  authorized  and  recognized,  and  the 
officer  received  the  thanks  of  his  Government 
for  them.  Although  this  occurred  before 
the  present  law  was  enacted,  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Affairs  have  reported  what  the  law 
would  now  authorize  under  the  circumstances ; 
that  is,  one  half  of  the  salary  of  a  charge 
d'affaires  for  that  period.  In  the  case  spoken 
of  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Michigan, 
[Mr.  Blair,]  there  was  no  recognition  of  the 
claim  of  the  consul  at  Munich ;  that  is,  no 
such  recognition  as  to  entitle  him  to  the  ben- 
efit of  the  law  granting  one  half  of  the  salary 
of  a  diplomatic  officer  In  addition  to  his  con- 
sular salary.  He  did  perform  certain  diplo- 
matic duties;  but  upon  a  very  careful  and  full 
examination  of  the  case,  we  did  not  see  that  his 
services  came  within  the  provision  of  law  that 
would  entitle  him  to  one  half  of  the  pay  of  a 
diplomatic  officer.  In  the  case  now  before  the 
House  the  principle  is  certainly  and  clearly 
established,  and  upon  that  principle  the  pfficer 
is  entitled  to  this  compensation. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan.  I  would  ask 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Foreicn 
Affairs  [Mr.  Banks]  if  he  did  not  find,  in  the 
case  to  which  I  have  referred,  that  the  duties 
were  performed  bv  the  direction  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  ?  Was  not  the  consul  especially 
directed  by  letters  and  orders  from  the  State 
Department  to  perform  the  services?  That 
was  the  fact,  whether  it  was  or  was  not  ascer- 
tained by  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  BANKS.  In  the  case  that  is  now  under 
consideration  there  can  be  no  question  whatever 
as  to  the  justice  of  the  claim.  It  was  very 
carefully  considered,  and  the  rule  followed, 
which  cannot  be  assailed  upon  any  just  grounds. 
I  hope  the  report  of  my  honorable  colleague 
on  the  Committee  on  Foreien  Affairs  [Mr. 
MobganI  will  be  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  this  bill.  This  is  a  claim  now 
of  about  twenty- one  years'  standing.  Our  ex- 
perience has  been  that  these  ancient  claims 
coming  up  in  this  wajr  are  not  for  the  benefit 
of  the  party  named  in'  the  bill,  but  for  the  ben- 
efit of  other  parties,  assignees,  or  agents. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  This  bill  provides  that 
the  payment  shall  be  made  to  the  children 
and  heirs  of  Mr.  Martin. 

Mr.  HOLMAN.  I  desire  to  move  as  an 
amendment  that  this  money  shall  not  bo  paid 
to  any  person  to  whom  an  assignment  or 
power  of  attorney  may  have  been  granted 
before  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Mr.  MORGAN.  That  is  the  intention  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
amendment, 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrussed  and  read  a  third  time :  and  being 
engrossed,  it  was  accordingly  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

Mr.   MORGAN  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  bill  was  passed ;  and  also 
moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be  laid  * 
on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LAWLKSSNXSS  IN  SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  the 
following  message  from  the  President  of  the 
United  States: 
2b  the  jBoum  4^  Bt^ftnuaivf  : 

In  answer  to  the  reMlutiou  of  the  Hoase  of  Rep- 
reteutatives  of  the  25th  of  January  last,  I  have  the 
honor  to  Bubmit  the  following,  accompanied  by  the 
report  of  the  Attorney  Oeneral.  to  whom  the  reso- 
lution was  referred. 

ReDresentations  having  been  made  to  me  that  in 
certain  portions  of  South  Carolina  a  condition  of 
lawletsness  and  terror  existed.  I  requested  the  then 
Attorney  General  Akerman  to  visit  that  State  and 
after  personal  examination  to  report  to  me  the  facts 
in  relation  to  the  subject.  On  the  16th  of  October 
last  he  addressed  me  a  communication  from  South 


Carolina,  in  which  he  stated  that  in  the  oounties  of 
Spartanburg,  York,  Chester.  Union,  Laurens,  New- 
berry, Fairfield,  Lancaster,  and  Chesterfield  there 
were  combinations  for  the  purpose  of  preventing 
the  free  political  action  of  citiiens  who  were  friendly 
to  the  Constitution  and  the  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  of  depriving  the  emancipated  classes 
of  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

"These  combinations  embraceatleast  two  thirds 
of  the  active  white  men  of  those  counties,  and  have 
the  sympathy  4nd  countenance  of  a  majority  of  the 
other  third.  They  are  connected  with  similar  com- 
binations in  other  counties  and  States,  and  no  doubt 
are  part  of  a  grand  system  of  criminal  associations 
pervading  most  of  the  southern  States.  The  mem- 
oers  are  hound  to  obedience  and  secrecy  by  oaths 
which  they  are  taught  to  regard  as  of  higher  obliga- 
tion than  the  lawful  oaths  taken  before  civil  magis- 
trates. 

*'  They  are  organised  and  armed.  They  elTect  their 
objects  by  personal  violence,  often  extending  to 
murder.  They  terrify  witnesses.  They  control  Juries 
in  the  State  courts,  and  sometimes  in  the  courts  of 
the  United  States.  Systematic  perjury  is  one  of  the 
means  by  which  prosecutions  of  the  members  are 
defeated.  From  information  given  by  officers  of  the 
State  and  of  the  United  States  and  by  credible  pri- 
vate citisens,  I  am  justified  in  affirming  that  the 
instances  of  criminal  violence  perpetrated  by  these 
combinations  within  the  last  twelve  months  in  the 
above-named  counties  could  be  reckoned  by  thou- 
sands." 

I  received  information  of  a  similar  import  from 
various  other  sources,  among  which  were  the  joint 
select  Committee  of  Congress  upon  Southern  Out- 
rages, the  offioera  of  the  State,  tne  military  officers 
of  the  United  States  on  duty  in  South  Carolina,  the 
United  States  attorney  and  marshal,  and  other  civil 
officers  of  the  Government,  repentant  and  abjuring 
members  of  those  unlawful  organiiations,  persons 
specially  employed  by  the  Department  of  Justice  to 
detect  crimes  against  the  United  States,  and  from 
other  credible  persons. 

Most,  if  not  all,  of  this  information,  except  what  I 
derived  from  the  Attorney  General,  came  to  me 
orally,  and  was  to  the  elTect  that  said  counties  were 
under  the  sway  of  powerful  combinations,  properlv 
known  as  "  Ku  Klux  Klaus."  the  objects  of  which 
were,  by  force  and  terror,  to  prevent  all  political 
action  not  in  accord  with  the  views  of  the  mem- 
bers, to  deprive  colored  cititens  of  the  right  to 
bear  arms,  and  of  the  right  to  a  free  ballot;  to 
suppress  schools  in  whicn  colored  children  were 
taught,  and  to  reduce  the  colored  people  to  a  condi- 
tion closely  akin  to  that  of  slavery ;  that  these  com- 
binations were  organised  and  armed,  and  had  ren- 
dered the  local  laws  iaeffiBctual  to  protect  the  classes 
whom  they  desired  to  oppress;  that  they  bad  perpe- 
trated many  murders,  and  hundreds  of  crimes  of 
minor  degree,  all  of  which  were  unpunished ;  and 
that  witnesses  could  not  safely  testify  against  them 
unless  the  more  active  members  were  placed  under 
restraint.  u.  S.  GRANT. 

ExxcuTivx  Mansion,  Apnl  19, 1872. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  move  thai  the  message 
just  read  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Insurrectionary  States,  and  be  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  With  the  accompany- 
ing documents. 

Mr.  COX.  There  is  no  sach  committee  as 
that  named  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
▼aniayJTMr.  Dicket.J 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  mean,  of  coarse,  the  select 
Committee  on  Outrages  in  the  Southern  States. 

Mr.  COX.  That  committee  has  reported, 
and  is  discharged. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  does  not  un- 
derstand that  the  committee  is  discharged. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  hope  the  message  will  be 
referred  to  the  select  Committee  on  Outrages 
in  the  Soothern  States.  It  is  not  tme,  as 
stated  in  the  message,  that  a  portion  of  the 
information  referred  to  has  been  obtained  from 
that  joint  seleet  committee. 

Mr.  COX.  The  message  contains  state- 
ments which  are  not  tme,  and  we  will  debate 
it  at  the  proper  time. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  It  is  a  tme  statement ;  and 
we  want  it  printed  so  that  everybody  may  learn 
the  truth. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  tbere  be  no  objection 
the  message,  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments, will  be  referred  to  the  joint  select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Condition  of  the  Southern  States, 
and  will  be  ordered  to  be  printed. 

There  was  no  objection  *,  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

L00MI8  AEKIALTBLBGRAPH. 

Mr.  CONGER.  I  enter  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  by  which  the  bill  (S.  No.  772)  to 
incorporate  the  Loomis  Aerial  Telegraph  Com- 
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pany  was  yesterday  referred  to  the  Committee 
for  the  District  of  Colambta. 

COWAN  AND  DICKINSON. 

On  motion  of  Mrl  MAYNARD,  by  anan- 
imoas  consent,  the  bill  (S.  No.  96)  for  the 
relief  of  Cowan  k  Dickinson,  of  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  was  taken  from  the  Speaker's 
table,  read  a  first  and  second  lime,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

OSAQB  INDIAN  KS»KRVATION. 

Mr.  SHANESt  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  it.  No.  2834)  to  confirm  to  the 
Great  and  Little  Osage  Indians  a  reservation 
in  the  Indian  territory;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MARTHA  FRANCKS  STKPUKNS. 

Mr.  WILSON,  of  Indiana,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2836) 
in  relation  to  the  pension  of  Martha  Frances 
Stephens ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TERRITORIAL  PKNITBNTIARIK8. 

Mr.  MERRITT.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  offer  for  immediate  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

R«9ohed,  That  the  Attorney  General  is  directed 
to  famish  to  this  Hooae,  at  the  earliest  ^raotioahle 
time,  a  statement  showtncr  the  cost  of  equipping  and 
maintaininff  the  penitentiaries  in  the  Territories  of 
Colorado,  Montana,  and  Idaho  from  the  time  the 
marshals  of  said  Territories  took  charcre  of  said 
penitentiaries  up  to  this  date;  also  thennmber  of 
persons  confined  therein  conviotedof  ofifenses  against 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  said  Territo- 
ries; also  what  contracts  have  heen  made  with  said 
Territories  for  keeping  territorial  convicts,  and  the 
sums  of  monej  paid  by  said  several  Territories  for 
keeping  territorial  prisoners. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  do  not  wish  to  oppose 
that  resolution;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  it 
ought  to  be  directea  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Interior,  rather  than  to  the  Attorney  General. 

Mr.  MERRITT.  No,  it  belongs  to  the 
Attorney  General. 

The  SPEAKER.  That  is  the  proper  refer- 
ence. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  resolution  was 
adopted. 

Mr.  MERRITT  moved  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  adopted  ;  and 
also  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LMAVK  TO  PRINT. 

Mr.  READ.  As  there  is  to  be  no  session 
to-morrow  for  debate,  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent for  leave  to  print  the  remarks  which  I 
have  prepared. 

There  was  no  objection ;  and  it  was  ordered 
accordingly.     [See  Appendix.] 

PRBSIDBNTIAL  BLECTORS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VOORHEES,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  a  bill  (S.  No.  816)  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  |*An  act  to  establish  a  uniform 
time  for  holding  elections  for  electors  of  Pres- 
ident and  Vice  President  for  all  the  States," 
approved  January  23,  1845,  was  taken  from 
the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CITIZENS  OF  OLASGOW,  MISSOURI. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  COMINGO,  by  unanimous 
consent,  a  bill  (8.  No.  369)  ftr  the  relief  of 
certain  citizens  of  Glasgow,  Missouri,  was 
taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Claims. 

BNROLLBD  BILL. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Enrolled  Bills,  reported  that  tbey  had  exam- 
ined and  found  truly  enrolled  a  bill  of  the  fol- 
lowing title: 

An  act  (H.  R.  No.  1657)  to  amend  section 
two,  act  of  August  80,  1852,  in  relation  to 
the  transportation  and  exportation  of  imported 


goods,  wares,  and  merchandise  in  bond  throoeh 
certain  ports  in  the  State  of  Texas ;  when  the 
Speaker  signed  the  same. 

LBAYB  OF  ABSBNOB. 

Mr.  MORGAN,  by  unanimous  consent,  was 

S ran  ted   leave  of  absence  for  ten  days  from 
[ouday  next. 

Mr.  PORTER,  by  unanimous  consent,  was 
granted  leave  of  absence  until  Monday  next. 

Mr.  CRITCHER,  by  unanimous  consent, 
was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  three  days 
from  Monday  next.  e 

Mr.  BEVERIDGE,  by  unanimous  consent, 
was  granted  leave  of  absence  for  one  week. 

Mr.  STORM,  by  unanimous  consent,  was 
granted  leave  of  absence  until  Tuesday  next. 

Mr.  TOWNSEND,  of  Pennsylvania,  by 
unanimous  consent,  was  granted  leave  of 
absence  until  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  DE  LARGE,  by  unanimous  consent, 
was  granted  an  indefinite  leave  of  absence 
from  Monday  next. 

JKTHRO  WOOD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  L.  MYERS,  by  unanimous 
consent,  leave  was  granted  for  the  withdrawal 
from  the  files  of  the  House  of  the  papers  in 
the  case  of  the  heirs  of  Jethro  Wooa. 

LBTITIA  JKTT,  ADMINISTRATRIX. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BECK,  by  unanimous 
consent,  leave  was  granted  for  the  withdrawal 
from  the  files  of  the  House  of  the  papers  in 
the  case  of  Letitia  Jett,  administratrix  of  G. 
H.  Jett,  for  taking  the  census  in  Kentucky. 

And  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  SPEER,  of 
Georgia,  (at  four  o'clock  and  twenty  minutes 
p.  m.,")  the  House  adjourned  until  Monday  next. 


PKTITIONS,    ETC. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
committees  s 

By  Mr.  BROOKS,  of  Massachusetts:  The 
petition  of  S.  N.  Aularich  and  153  others,  citi- 
zens of  Marlboroueh,  Massachusetts,  asking 
for  the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1738,  allow- 
ing totally  and  partially  disabled  soldiers  and 
seamen  increased  pensions. 

By  Mr.  COX:  The  petition  of  Mrs.  Ellen  J. 
Brosman,  for  compensation  of  stock  of  goods 
taken  by  second  Army  corps  in  1863-64. 

By  Mr.  FAR  WELL:  The  petition  of  cigar- 
makers  of  Chicago. 

By  Mr.  HALE :  The  petition  of  E.  A.  Bar- 
nard and  others,  for  an  improved  ice  harbor  at 
New  Castle,  Delaware. 

By  Mr.  KELLEY :  The  memorial  of  31  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  protesting  against 
the  change  in  the  Constitution  allowing  a  per- 
son of  foreign  birth  to  become  President  of 
the  United  States. 

By  Mr.  KERR:  The  memorial  of  J.  A. 
Bowman,  Alfred  Farabee,  Walter  B.  Mot- 
singer,  and  78  others,  citizens  of  Washington 
county  Indiana^  earnestly  praying  Congress 
to  preserve  inviolate  the  ^reat  guarantees  of 
religious  liberty  now  contained  m  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  and  to  dismiss  all 
petitions  asking  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
amending  ihe  Constitution  by  incorporating 
in  it  a  recognition  of  God  as  the  sonrce  of 
all  authority  and  power  in  civil  government, 
and  of  the  Lord  J^us  Christ  as  the  ruler 
among  nations  and  His  revealed  will  as  of 
supreme   authority ;   protesting   against  such 

f proposed  amendments  as  an  attempt  to  revo- 
utionize  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  overthrow  the  great  principles  of  com- 
plete religious  liberty,  and  tne  complete  sepa- 
ration of  Church  and  State,  on  which  it  was 
established  by  its  original  founders. 

By  Mr.  PACKARD:  The  petition  of  many 
citizens  of  Lake  county,  Indiana,  asking  the 
passage  of  the  House  bill  for  the  increase  of 
pensions  of  permanently  disabled  soldiers. 

By  Mr.  PRICE:  The  petition  of  J.  J. 
Flournoy,  of  Jackson  county,  Georgia,  pray- 


ing an  appropriation  to  aid  in  the  irappor  ' 
old,  decrepid,  and  homeless  colored  \'^\\ 
in  the  South. 

By  Mr.  WALDRON :  The  peiitioc?  c' 
Charles  Barker,  Job  Goldwater,and  '.*)iA-' 
of  E.  Josephs,  L.  Michaels,  and  %  ur^-., 
of  John  F.  Steiner,  C.  Showart.  and  li'i^r: 
cigar-makers,  all  of  the  city  of  Detroi. X  . 
i^an,  asking  the  repeal  or  modificaiion  ui  ^. 
tion  eighty-two  ot  the  reveooe  law  of  ly  \ 
so  that  the  bond  system,  as  applied  to  c^x 
makers,  be  abolished,  and  thai  the  ipect&!  u 
may  be  proportioned  according  to  the  nuc^r 
of  persons  employed,  or  the  Dumber  of  c:g:jt 
manufactured. 


POST  ROUTB  BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

The  following  bills  were  introdoced  mifr 
the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  od  v.: 
Post  Office  and  Post  Roads: 

By  Mr.  McKEE :  A  bill  to  esUblishiic.: 
route  from  Vernon,  Madison  coaotj,  Mi-j- 
sippi,  via  Woodbine,  Tazoo  coaoty,  to  biur 
lia,  Yazoo  county. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establish  a  mail  roote  fri 
Boltons,  Hinds  county,  Mississippi,  to  firoviy 
ville,  Mississippi. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establish  a  mail  roote  bett^: 
Morton,  Scott  county,  Miasb^ippi,  and  Po!i 
ville.  Smith  county,  Mississippi. 

Also,  a  bill  to  establish  a  mail  roote  hz 
Paulding,  Jasper  county,  Mississippi,  fii  E^'- 
homa  and  Laconia,  to  Tajlorrille,  Ss^ 
county,  Mississippi. 


IN  SENATE. 


Saturday,  April  20, 1871 
Prayer  by  Rev.  E.  D.  Owes,  of  Wa»txz^ 
ton.  District  of  Columbia. 
The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  Joant. 

of  yesterday's  proceedings. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  to  have  a  m«B./: 
brought  before  the  Senate  this  moniiN-  ^^ 
wish  to  state  what  it  is  before  1  move  te  •*■* 
pense  with  the  reading  of  the  Joamal  if  1  "•j 
get  unanimous  consent  for  that  porpo^^*  ^ 
have  been  written  to,  I  think  I  am  ooux&sr" 
ating  when  I  say  by  fifty  or  sixty  firms  is  u- 
cities  of  Philadelphia,  ^lew  York,  aod  Bt*  *. 
stating  the  very  great  injury  that  iibeioj;^  -^ 
to  the  tea  and  coffee  trade  by  the  iBtctic:  : 
Congress  upon  the  qoestion,  and  theoDceriiT 
in  consequence  of  previous  action.  1^^^  ^ 
a  bill  upon  the  Calendar  of  the  Senate,  a^aef 
bill  in  addition  to  that  which  was  sent  b»ci  i* 
the  House,  and  I  wish  to  move  this  nortir; 
to  proceed  to  the  coniideratioD  of  ihst  biu.  m 
that  immediate  action  may  be  had  opon  r. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  The  ^^\ 
from  Pennsylvania  asks  unanimous  wiijes* 
that  the  reading  of  the  Journal  maj  Ik  <^ 
pensed  with  so  that  he  may  call  np  the  H.'^'' 
bill  abolishing  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  jO 
act  upon  it  at  this  time  during  the  nor'-C 
hour,  if  possible,  subject  to  the  moraiog  bai 
ness.     Is  there  objection?' 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     I  have  no  objection  U)  *^ 

fensing  with  the  reading  of  the  Jourr.»l  »• 
hope  the  Senator  will  not  bring  op  the  a^*** 
ure  that  ho  suggests  just  now.    He  mo5:  «^ 
tainly  know  that  it  will  produce  a  <i'-' 
Senate,  and  we  shall  have  no  qaoroo  li'r«- 
This  day  was  given  to  the  Committee  on  n^ 
Offices  and  Post  Roads  with  the  expec  *'  - 
that  the  postal  code  bill  would  be  read  to-i*; 
It  does  not  absolutely  require  a  qoorom  w  t< 
present  when  that  is  done.    Hence  I  »mM;'- 
that  many  Senators  are  absent    No'-  -  ". 
Senator  proceeds  with  a  measure  wbjct  ^ 
cerUinly  divide  the  Senate,  he  will  Wf  <=; 
himself  no  service  and  destroy  the  (Uy  ^  - 
as  our  committee  is  concerned. 
Mr.  SCHURZ  rose.  ,  ^ 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  ibt  ^^ 
ator  from  Missouri  object  to  the  propose- 
of  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania? 
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Mr.  SCHURZ.    Yes,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  saffi- 
cient,.  The  reading  of  the  Journal  will  be 
resumed,  and  the  objection  prevents  the  con- 
sideralion  of  the  bill  at  this  time. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Then  I  give  rrotice  that  at  the 
expiration  of  the  business  of  ihe  morning  hour 
I  shall  move  to  take  up  that  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
will  resume  the  reading  of  the  Journal,  as  that 
has  not  been  dispensed  with. 

The  Secretary  resumed  and  concluded  the 
reading  of  the  Journal  of  yesterday's  proceed- 
ings. 

HOUSE  BILLS   RBFBRRBD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1770)  to  authorize  set- 
tlements by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  with 
joint  debtors  of  the  United  States  was  read 
twice  by  its  title,  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

The  following  bills  were  read  twice  by  their 
titles,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1644)  to  cure  defective 
titles  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;  and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2832)  to  fix  the  salary  of 
the  members  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

KXKCnTIVB  GOHMUNIOATION. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  pre- 
sents a  communication  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  transmitting,  in  response  to  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Nevada  [Mr.  Nye] 
of  March  7,  1872,  the  preliminary  report  of 
Lieutenant  George  M.  wheeler^  corps  of  en- 
gineers, of  the  progress  of  the  engineer  ex- 
ploration of  the  public  domain  in  Nevada 
and  Arizona.  The  subject  seems  to  be  of  gen- 
eral interest,  and  the  commnnication  will  be 
ordered  to  be  printed  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Appropriations,  as  the  Senator 
states  that  the  matter  is  not  included  in  the 
general  estimates  of  the  Department. 

PBTITI0N8  AND  MBM0RIAL8. 

Mr.  SCHURZ  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  in 
favor  of  a  grant  to  that  State  of  the  Govern- 
ment lands  y6t  remaining  unsold  within  the 
State  for  the  purpose  of  education ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Pennsylvania,  late  soldiers  of  the  United 
States  Army,  praying  for  the  equalization  of 
boanties  and  the  grant  of  bounty  land;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
A.  u&irs 

Mr.  JOHNSTON  presented  the  petition  of 
William  Beverly,  heir  of  Robert  Beverly,  pray- 
ing to  be  indemnified  for  spoliations  committed 
by  the  French  prior  to  the  year  1801 ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  am  desir^pl  to  present  a 
petition  from  quite  a  number  of  manufacturers 
in  Fond  da  Lac  county,  Wisconsin.  They 
state  that  they  find  an  extensive  market  for 
their  wares  on  the  west  side  of  the  Missouri 
river,  and  they  say  that  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  have  constructed  a  bridge 
across  the  river  at  Omaha,  but  instead  of  run- 
ning  their  trains  across  the  bridge,  they  have 
leased  the  bridge  to  a  private  individual,  and 
that  all  their  goods  have  to  be  transported 
across  the  bridge  by  that  individual  at  what- 
ever cost  he  sees  fit  to  charge.  They  complain 
of  it  as  a  great  hardship,  and  they  ask  for  some 
remedy.  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Pacific  Railroad. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BLAIR  presented  a  memorial  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Missouri^  in 
favor  of  a  grant  to  that  State  of  the  Govern- 
ment lands  yet  remaining  unsold  within  that 
State  for  the  purpose  of  education  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education  and 
Labor. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  present  a  petition  which 
is  called  apart  of  the  soldiers*  mammoth  peti- 


tion, of  surviving  soldiers  of  the  wars  of  1812 
and  1861,  praying  pensions,  equalization  of 
bounties,  land  warrant  for  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  and  the  establishment  of 
a  soldier* 8  commission.  I  move  the  reference 
of  the  petition  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  RAMSEY  presented  a  memorial  of  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  protesting  against 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  recognizing  God  as  the  source  of 
all  authority  and  power  in  civil  government 
and  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  the  ruler  of 
nations  and  His  revealed  will  as  of  supreme 
authority;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  present  two  memo- 
rials relating  to  a  matter  which  my  friend  fVom 
Pennsylvania  has  given  a  notice  in  regard  to. 
I  understand  he  means  at  one  o'clock  to  move 
to  proceed'  to  the  consideration  of  the  tea  and 
coffee  bill. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  No ;  at  the  expiration  of  the 
business  of  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  C0NKLING>  1  wish  to  offer  my  vote 
and  support  to  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania, 
and  to  say  of  these  memorials,  which  are  very 
numerously  signed,  that  they  call  attention  to 
a  position  of  extreme  hardship.  Now  that 
both  Houses  by  great  majorities  have  adopted 
a  provision  releasing  tea  and  coffee  from  impost 
duties,  all  those  connected  with  that  trade  are 
now  suspended,  their  business  disordered,  and 
they  suffering  as  I  think  Congress  has  no  right 
to  allow  them  to  suffer.  I  intended  myself  at 
a  very  early  day  to  get  the  sense  of  the  Sen- 
ate, if  I  could,  upon  the  proposition  to  take 
up  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  which  the  House,  in 
its  wisdom,  has  left  us  an  opportunity  to  kci 
upon  if  we  do  not  amend  it,  and  when  it  is 
taken  up  I  hope  we  shall  consummate  so 
much  of  the  legislation  which  the  House  has 
perfected  without  any  amendment. 

I  present  these  memorials,  and  move  that 
thev  lie  on  the  table. 

Ihe  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PAPERS  WITHDRAWN  AND  RBI BRRBD.    • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  KELLOGG,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  Thomas 
J.  Scanlan  be  withdrawn  fVom  the  files  of  the  Senate 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

BRIDGE  AT  BROWNYILLB,  NEBRASKA 

Mr.  TIPTON.  As  there  seems  to  be  no  re- 
ports to  be  presented,  I  desire  to  call  up  a  bill, 
if  there  be  no  objection.  The  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  a  few  days  ago 
reported  a  bill,  in  the  usual  form,  for  a  rail- 
road bridge  over  the  Missouri  river  at  Brown- 
ville,  Nebraska,  the  place  of  my  residence. 
A  track  is  laid  down  on  each  side  of  the  river. 
I  ask  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Senate 
to  consider  that  bill  now.  It  is  Senate  bill 
No.  631. 

There  being  no  objection,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill  (S.  No.  631)  authorizing  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Missouri 
river  at  Brownville,  Nebraska. 

The  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  first  amendment  was  in  section  two,  line 

twenty-six,  after  the  word  *' boats,"  to  strike 

out  the  words  **  whose  construction  shall   not 

be  such  as  to  admit  of  their  passage  under  the 

permanent  spans  of  said  bridge,  except  when 

trains  are  passing  over  the  same  ;   but,"  and 

to  insert  the  word  '*  and ;  "  so  that  the  proviso 

will  read : 

And  provided  alto.  That  said  draw  shall  be  opened 
promptly,  upon  reasonable  signal,  for  the  passage 
of  boats,  and  in  no  case  shall  unneoossarv  delay 
occur  in  opening  the  said  draw  during  or  after  the 
passage  of  trains. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the 

third  section  of  the  bill,  in  the  following  words : 

Ssc.  3.  That  said  bridge  may  be  so  oonstrnoted  as 
to  provide  for  the  passage  of  ordinary  vehicles  and 


toavel,  and  said  Brownville,  Fort  Kearney,  and 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  their  successors  or  as- 
signs, may  levy  and  collect  tolls  and  charges  for  the 
use  of  the  same,  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  em- 
powered to  issue  such  bonds  and  secure  the  same  by 
mortgage  on  said  bridge,  its  approaches  and  appur- 
tenances, as  it  may  deem  necessary  and  needful  to 
coDStract  and  maintain  its  bridge  oversaid  river,  and 
the  tracks  and  depots  required  to  perfect  the  same: 
Provided,  That  the  amount  of  bonds  herein  author- 
ised to  be  issued  shall  not  exceed  $2,500,000. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  addi- 
tional sections  the  following  : 

Sec.  4.  That  all  railway  companies  desiring  to  use 
the  said  bridge  shall  have  and  be  entitled  to  equal 
rights  and  privileges  in  the  passage  of  the  same, 
and  in  the  use  of  the  machinery  and  fixtures  thereof, 
and  of  all  the  approaches  thereto,  under  and  upon 
such  terms  and  conditions  as  shall  be  prescribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  War.  upon  hearing  the  allegations 
and  proofs  of  the  parties  in  case  they  shall  not 
agree. 

Sbc.  5.  That  the  structure  herein  anthoHzed  shall 
be  built  under  and  subject  to  such  regulations  for 
the  security  of  the  navigation  of  said  river  and  lake 
as  the  Secretary  of  War  shall  prescribe,  and  the  said 
structure  shall  be  at  all  times  ^o  kept  and  managed 
'as  to  offer  reasonable  and  proper  means  for  tbe  pas- 
sage of  vessels  through  and  under  said  structure ; 
and  the  said  structure  shall  be  changed  at  the  cost 
and  expense  of  the  owners  thereof,  from  time  to 
time,  as  Congress  may  direct,  so  as  to  preserve  the 
free  and  convenient  navigation  of  said  river;  and 
the  authority  to  erect  and  continue  said  bridge  shall 
be  subject  to  revocation  by  law  whenever  the  public 
good  snail,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  so  require. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection,  this  amendment  will  be  regarded  as 
aflrreed  to 

Mr.  CASSERLY.     Mr.  President 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sena- 
tor  from  California  rise  to  speak  to  these 
sections? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.     Yes,  sir. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Then  the  Chair 
will  regard  tbe  amendment  as  still  pending. 

Mr.  CASSER.LY.  I  rise  in  reference  to 
these  two  sections,  and  also  to  an6ther  point 
connected  with  this  bill.  This  question  of 
bridges  over  our  great  rivers  is  one  of  the  very 
highest  importance.  I  was  very  glad  to  find 
some  time  ago  the  practice  introduced  into 
this  body  in  regard  to  such  bills  of  having 
certain  provisionsof  law  prepared  by  the  board 
of  engineers  inserted  in  them.  The  last  bridge 
bill  which  passed  the  Senate  was  a  good  deal 
examined,  and  was  considerably  amended,  es- 
pecially in  regard  to  the  jurisdiction  in  respect 
to  nuisances  or  obstructions.  I  see  no  pro- 
vision on  that  subject  in  this  bill.  I  regret 
that  the  committee  who  reported  it  did  not 
keep  in  mind  the  proceedings  which  attended 
the  passage  of  the  bill  of  which  I  have  just 
spoken  recently  in  the  Senate.  I  do  not  wish 
to  delay  the  passage  of  this  bill,  for  while  it  is 
general  and  of  great  importance  in  regard  to 
the  whole  country,  it  has,  of  course,  its  local 
bearing  as  well. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  call  his  attention  to  page  2,  line  sixteen, 
of  the  bill? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Yes,  I  see  that ;  but  that 
provides  nothing  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
court  or  courts  m  regard  to  any  nuisance  or 
obstruction,  if  any  such  should  be  caused  by 
this  bridge. 

Mr.  TIPTON.     Will  the  Senator  look  at  the 

fifteenth,  sixteenth,  seventeenth,  eighteenth, 

and  nineteenth  lines  of  section  one  ? 

And  in  ease  of  any  litigation  arising  from  any 
obstruction  or  alleged  obstruction  to  the  free  navi- 
gation of  said  river,  the  cause  may  be  tried  before 
the  distriotcourt  of  the  United  States  of  either  State 
in  which  any  portion  of  said  obstruction  or  bridge 
touches. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  did  not  notice  that 
clause  previously,  and  I  am  very  glad  to  see 
that  so  much  is  in  the  bill;  but  in  the  bill  which 
passed  the  other  day  a  similar  clause  was 
amended  so  as  to  insert  after  the  words  **State 
in*'  the  words  **  or  opposite  to.'* 

Mr.  TIPTON.  Let  the  Senator  make  that 
amendment. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  That  amendment  was 
made  on  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator  from 
New  York,  [Mr.  Conklino.]'    I  then  thought 
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the  word  "  next  "was  a  better  word,  bat  per- 
Laps  '' opposite '' 18  a  more  exact  word,  and 
therefore  I  prefer  tt,  on  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  amend- 
ment  will  be  regarded  as  agreed  to,  to  cor- 
respond with  the  amendment  in  the  other 
bilL 

Mr.  GONKLING.  How  does  the  clause 
read  now,  if  the  Senator  will  be  good  enough 
to  read  it? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  exactly 
the  same  as  in  the  other  bill. 

Mr.  CONKLTNG.  I  wish  the  Senator  would 
read  the  language  giving  jurisdiction. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
California  why  he  wants  the  words  **  opposite 
to?"  An  obstruction  or  nuisance  caused  in 
the  river  by  a  bridge  must  certainly  be  in  the 
jurisdiction  of  some  district  court,  wherever  it 
18.  The  word  '*  in  "  covers  the  case.  Why 
say  *' opposite  to?" 

Mr.  CASSERLT.  I  should  have  been  glad 
if  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  had  done  me 
the  honor  to  attend  to  what  I  was  saying. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  did  hear  the  Senator. 
He  admonished  the  committee  for  neglecting 
to  insert  a  provision  in  the  bill  which  he  sub- 
sequently found  there,  and  for  which  he  did 
not  afterward  apologize  to  the  committee  at  all. 
[Laughter.]  Htill,  I  will  not  complain  about 
that. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  am  so  well  aware  of 
the  ffood  nature  and  the  forgiving  disposition 
of  the  Senator  from  Minnesota, -that  perhaps 
I  was  not  sufficiently  prompt  in  tendering  my 
amends  to  him  and  to  his  committee,  whicn 
I  do  now. 

But  I  was  saying  that  in  a  bill  of  the  same 
general  character  which  we  had  up  here  the 
other  day  there  was  an  amendment  inserted 
in  regard  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  over 
an  obstruction  or  nuisance,  which  I  thought 
ought  to  be  in  this  bill,  and  that  amendment 
has  been  adopted  by  the  Senator  from  Ne- 
braska who  has  the  bill  in  charge.  Now  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota  inquires,  why  should 
the  words  *.'or  opposite  to"  be  inserted  after 
the  word  **in?"  I  will  answer  the  Senator 
from  New  York  also  by  reading  the  clause 
as  it  stands^  with  the  amendment,  and  at  the 
same  time  I  call  the  attention  of  the  Senator 
from  Minnesota  to  what  I  shall  read  and  say: 

The  oauae  may  be  tried  before  the  distriot  court 
of  the  United  Statee  of  either  State  in  whioh  any 
portion  of  said  obstruotioa  or  bridge  toaches. 

The  Senator  from  Minnesota  will  perceive 
that  the  limiting  word  is  the  word  **  State." 
Now,  an  obstruction  might  be  within  a  State, 
and  yet  it  might  be  of  injury  to  a  State  oppo- 
site to  that  State  as  well  as  to  the  State  in 
which  the  obstruction  or  nuisance  happened 
to  be  located. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Then  they  can  cross  the 
river  and  commence  suit  in  the  other  court,  I 
submit  to  the  honorable  Senator. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  do  not  wish  to  detain 
the  Senate  arguing  it.  I  may  be  wrong,  but  I 
am  very  clear  about  the  effect  and  value  of  the 
language  inserted  upon  my  suggestion  awhile 
ago  by  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  May  I  make  a  sugges- 
tion to  the  Senator? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.    Certainly. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  This  language  was  pre- 
pared originally  for  all  these  bills  in  the  en- 
gineer department,  and  there  crept  in  there  an 
inaccuracy  of  phrase  which  has  been  adopted 
in  all  of  them.  It  may  not  be  very  import- 
ant  

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  beg  the  Senator's  par- 
don. The  language  the  engineer  department 
have  used  is  simply  the  language  used  by  both 
Houses  of  Congress  for  years  and  years  with  a 
slight  modiBcation. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  want  to  put 
my  recollection  and  knowledge  against  that 
of  the  Senator.  I  repeat  my  statement,  for 
these  bills  are  very  familiar  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce.     I  say  that  the  original  prcjet 


of  a  bill  which  appears  in  an  executive  docu- 
ment published  a  long  time  ago  has  this  erro- 
neous phraseology :  ^*  in  which  the  same  or  any 
part  thereof  touches."  They  intended  to  say 
one  of  two  things:  they  either  intended  to 
say  **the  State  which  it  touches,"  or  they 
intended  to  say  *'  the  State  in  which  the  same 
may  be"  or  ^*  may  exist." 

It  was  the  same  accidental  error,  and  in 
transferring  that  clause  to  these  bills  that  error 
has  been  carried  into  them,  as  the  files  of  the 
Committee  on  Commerce  abundantly  show. 
Therefore  the  other  day  iu  reporting  a  general 
bill  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce  we 
changed  this.  We  thought  we  ought  either  to 
strike  out  the  word  *Mo,"so  that  the  sense 
would  not  be  destroyed,  or  to  interpose  some 
word  which  would  conform  to  the  word  '4n." 
And  now  I  ask  the  Senator  from  California  to 
ffive  me  his  attention  one  moment,  because  he 
has  not  made  the  whole  alteration  we  made 
the  other  day.  The  alteration  we' made  the 
other  day  was  that  which  he  has  proposed 
now,  and  also  to  strike  outihe  word  **  touches  " 
and  substitute  the  words  *'may  be,"  because 
the  Senator  will  see  that  it  reads  now  "  may 
be  tried  before  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  of  either  State  in  or  opposite  to  which 
any  portion  of  said  obstruction  or  bridge 
touches" 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Certainly }  that  is  quite 
correct. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  '<  In  which  it  touches  " 
is  not  the  phraseology  the  Senator  from  Min- 
nesota wants,  and  therefore  I  say  to  him  that 
the  suggestion  made  first  by  the  Committee  on 
Commerce^  and  made  by  me  the  other  day,  was 
not  in  hostility  to  the  bill  at  all,  but  simply  to 
make  the  meaning  which  was  intended  here 
unmistakable  and  at  the  same  time  to  make 
the  language  grammatical. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
objection  this  amendment  will  be  incorporated 
in  the  bill,  and  it  is  incorporated  in  the  bill. 
If  there  is  no  objection,  the  two  new  sections 
proposed  by  the  committee  will  be  regarded 
as  agreed  to.  The  Chair  hears  no  objection, 
and  they  are  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended,  and  the  amendments  were  concurred 
in.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

TIN8LBT,  TAN   HORN    AND  CO.,  AND     0THBR8. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  I  should  like  to  have  abill 
taken  up  that  I  think  will  pass  without  debate. 
It  is  House  bill  No.  847,  reported  by  the 
Finance  Committee. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  give  notice  that  at  the  ex- 
piration of  the  morning  business  I  shall  call 
up  the  bill  to  which  I  before  referred. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  request  of  the  Senator  from  Mis- 
souri? 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  847)  for  the  reUef  of 
Tinsley,  Van  Horn  &  Co.,  Glenn,  Overall  A 
Clark,  and  J.  N.  Henderson  &  Co.,  of  Louis- 
iana, Missouri,  was  read.  It  proposes  to 
authorize  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuir  to 
investigate  the  claims  of  Tinsley,  Van  Horn 
&  Co.,  Glenn,  Overall  &  Clark,  and  James 
N.  Henderson  &  Co.,  tobacconists  of  the  city 
of  Louisiana,  Missouri,  for  the  abatement  and 
remission  of  certain  taxes  assessed  against 
them  for  the  mouths  of  October  and  Novem- 
ber, 1867,  and  to  abate  and  remit  in  whole  or 
in  part,  as  he  may  think  just,  the  taxes  so 
assessed  against  these  firms  upon  their  prop- 
erty destroyed  by  fire  on  the  16th  day  of 
November,  1867. 

The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  an 
amendment  to  the  bill,  to  insert  at  the  end 
thereof  the  following  proviso : 

Provided,  That  no  abatement  or  remiBsion  of  taxes, 
08  aforesaid,  shall  be  made  or  allowed,  except  for 
taxes  which  aotaally  accrued  upon  tobacco  destroyed 
by  said  fire,  and  which  remain  due  and  nnooU acted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 


Mr.  CONKLING.    To  what  fire  doa  d,  ] 
remission  relate? 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  It  relates  to  a  6r«  wn  ^ 
occurred  in  the  year  1867,  and  which  desir^^-i 
several  tobacco  manufactories  there.'  i> 
claim  was  investigated  in  the  House,  and  tv 
investigated  here  by  the  respective  cooini::»^t 
and  was  reported  by  both  committees,  il- 
amendment  Deing  proposed  by  the  Coasmirkr 
on  Finance. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  As  I  have  not  the  ti. 
I  ask  to  hear  the  first  part  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bilL 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  wish  to  call  the  atteDti:<i 
of  the  Senator  from  Missouri  and  the  atier-. .-. 
of  the  Senate  to  the  peculiar  characterutic  'j: 
this  bill.  It  is  not  original;  bills  Iik«  :: •« 
have  had  here  before.  But  ordinarily  vK^i » 
man  claims  the  remission  of  duties  nr  ui-a 
on  the  ground  that  the  goods  have  be^D  de- 
stroyed and  have  not  entered  iotocon-iia^ 
tion,  he  comes  before  the  two  Houses  and  p-*^ 
sents  proof  of  the  fact  that  his  goods  wf  rt-  > 
stroyed  to  a  certain  amount,  that  tbej  did  c  4 
enter  into  consumption,  and  Congress  (  &?*h 
an  act  remitting  the  duty  or  the  tax.  B.: 
iu  another  class  of  casea  (in  which  tfaia  fi  .- 
the  claimant  comes  before  Congress  viib ski! 
authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasor?  in- 
take proof  of  the  facts  if  in  his  jadgnsto:  l-. 
sees  fit  to  remit  the  duties,  any  part  or  ti? 
whole,  upon  which  the  claim,  is  made  to  d^^  <a 
That  is  simply  transferring  the  JQri»dic;-c 
from  Congress  nominally  to  the  Secreurr  x 
the  Treasury,  actually  to  a  clerk  in  the  Tr^s: 
ury  Department.  If  the  Senate  thinks  t&a:  j 
the  safe  coufse,  it  should  be  pursued  id  »- 
cases,  because  a  clerk  can  do  it  in  \tss  uxe. 
with  less  expenditure  of  effort  than  «e  c«& 
My  own  judgment  is  that  it  is  not  eou.'tj 
safe. 

Mr.  SCHURZ.  I  would  say  that  there  «e:v 
submitted  to  the  Committee  on  Fioaoce,  .d- 
gether  with  this  bill,  a  number  of  docaaic.'i 
intended  to  prove  the  fact  of  the  fire  vA  "" 
destruction  of  the  articles.  If  the  Sen*: 
desires,  those  documents  which  are  riv« 
the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  in: 
be  read  for  the  information  of  the  bodj.  T:?- 
present  such  proof  as  could  be  afforded. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  bill  ought  to  go  tv: 
if  there  is  to  be  debate. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Whether  it  is  to£D  rt^r 
or  not 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  TbcmomiDgU 
ness  is.  not  concluded.  This  bill  wa<  u^^'- 
up  subject  to  objection,  and  will  therefone'' 
returned  to  the  Calendar,  debate  arising  o&  :- 

BILLS  INTUObuCBD. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  desire  to  call  op  Serv 
bill  No.  695,  and  I  wiU  f^ve  way  for  mor.  c 
business.  1  will  state  ihe  reason  for  it  It » 
a  matter  pertaining  to  elections  in  oar  Sa*' 
and  our  State  election  comes  off  on  ibv  tN 
Monday  of  June.  The  bill  has  been  reponr- 
by  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  IhopetbeSt 
ator  from  Oregon  will  give  way  and  let  v 
dispose  of  the  tea  and  coffee  question. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  feel  bound  to  object  to  ic' 
request  of  the  Senator  from  Oregon,  for  tbc 
purpose  of  getting  the  sense  of  the  Senate  cb 
the  bill  to  which  1  have  referred. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objection  »  ibs>:- 
to  the  request  of  the  SensOor  from  Orel's- 
The  introdaction  of  bills  is  now  in  order. 

Mr.  POMEROY  asked,  and  by  nnaniirr.^ 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bi  i  ^ 
No.  1008)  relating  to  the  rank  of  oScei^ 
the  Army ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  titi^- 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  introduce  this  biK.^ 
ing  been  requested  to  do  so,  and  I  submit  v;'£ 
it  a  printed  statement  in  the  form  of  a  aes  > 
rial.  I  move  that  the  bill  be  printed,  aod  «  - 
the  memorial  referred  to  the  Committee  ^ 
Military  Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CAEPENTfia.    I  ask  leave  to  uan- 
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t]uce  ft  bill  which  I  desire  to  have  read  for 
informatioD  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
t>n  Commerce,  giving  notice  that  when  th^ 
'bill  making  appropriations  for  river  and  har- 
l)or  improvements  comes  before  the  Senate  I 
"shall  move  the  substance  of  it  as  an  amend- 
went  to  that  bill.  As  it  is  short,  I  ask  that  it 
he  read  now  for  information. 

&y  ar>animons  consent,  leave  was  granted 
to  introduce  a  bill  (8.  No.  1009)  to  restore 
the  waters  of  the  Bay  of  Superior  to  their 
natural  outlet.  The  bill  was  read  a  second 
time  at  length,  as  follows: 

Be  it  enacted.  <frc..  That  the  Secretary  of  War  is 
hereby  directed  to  apply  all  moneys  that  may  here- 
after be  appropriatea  by  law  for  the  improvement 
of  the  harbor  at  Duliith  to  filling  up  the  eanal 
recently  dog  across  Minnesota  Point,  so  called, 
near  Dulutb,  in  the  State  vt  Minnesotit,  so  that  the 
waters  of  the  Bay  of  Superior  shall  be  restored  to 
their  nataral  outlet  at  Superior,  in  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin, and  to  the  removal  of  any  obstructions  to 
the  navigation  of  said  bay  recently  erected  therein 
in  the  form  of  a  dike  by  the  city  of  Dninth,  and  by 
other  persons. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  asked',  and  by  nnjini- 
mons  consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  1010)  relating  to  evidence  in  the 
Court  of  Claims ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  also  asked,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a 
bill  (S.  No.  1011)  to  authorize  the  constrac- 
tion  of  certain  bridges  over  the  Mississippi 
river  and  over  St.  Croix  lake  or  river ;  which 
was  read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SPENCER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  1012)  to  relieve  John  N.  Franklin,  of  De 
Kalb  count}r,  Alabama,  from  legal  and  polit- 
ical disabilities  imposed  by  the  fourteenth 
nmendment  to  the  Constitution  ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  select 
Committee  on  the  Removal  of  Political  Dis- 
abilities, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BLAIR  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  1013)  to  authorize  the  grantees  of  fran- 
chises for  the  constrpction  and  maintenance 
of  bridges  to  mortgage  the  same  with  such 
bridges  and  their  appurtenances ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Post  OfiBces  and  Post  Roads,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BLAIR  also  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  1014)  to  authorize  the  St.  Joseph  Bridge- 
Building  Company  to  mortgage  its  bridge  with 
the  appurtenances  and  the  franchises  relating 
thereto ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  (by  request)  asked,  and  by 
unanimous  consent  obtained,  leave  to  intro- 
duce a  bill  (S.  No.  1015)  to  qaiet  the  title  to 
certain  lands  in  the  State  of  Iowa  ;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  jreferred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

CANAL  ACROSS  MINNESOTA  POINT. 

XIr.  CARPENTER  sabmitted  the  following 
resolution : 

Reaofvedf  That  the  Attorney  (jFeneral  be  requested, 
af  consistent  with  the  public  service,  to  oommnni- 
<cate  to  the  Senate  information  of  prooeedinars  which 
have  been  taken  in  the  judicial  oonrts  to  restrain 
the  diRirinff  of  a  canal  across  Minnesota  Point, 
near  linluth,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  a  copy 
of  the  record  of  such  proceediuRs,  and  all  corre- 
epondencoin  the  Department  of  Justice  concerning 
the  same. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
suggest  to  the  Senator  that  *'  directed ''  is  the 
usual  phrase  in  resolutions  addressed  to  the 
beads  of  Departments  instead  of ' 'requested.'* 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Veiy  wellj  let  the 
resolution  be  so  modified. 


Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  think  the  resolution 
had  better  go  over. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires 
unanimous  consent  to  consider  it  on  the  same 
day  on  which  it  is  introduced ;  and  objection 
is  made. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Is  it  necessary  to  serve 
a  notice  on  the  Senator  from  South  Carolina? 
[Laagbter.] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  will  be 
notice 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Just  about  as  neces- 
sary as  it  is  for  the  Senator  to  attempt  to  dic- 
tate to  me. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  will  be 
notice  to  all  Senators.  I'he  resolution  will  lie 
over  until  to-morrow. 

AMRNDMBNTS  TO  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  JOHNSTON,  Mr.  SAULSBURY,  and 
Mr.  STOCKTON  submitted  amendments  in- 
tended to  be  proposed  by  them  to  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  2208)  making  appropriations  for  the 
repair,  preservation,  and  completion  of  certain 
pnolic  works  on  rivers  and  harbors,  and  for 
other  purposes :  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

MB88AGB  FROM  THK  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
that  the  House  had  passed  the  following  bills; 
in  which  it  requested  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate: 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  620)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  C.  Martin,  Emilia  E.  Martin,  Jane  O. 
Martin,  and  Leonor  Martin,  children  of  J.  E. 
Martin,  deceased; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1916)  to  authorize  the 
Washington  City  and  Point  Lookout  Railroad 
Company  to  extend  a  railroad  into  and  within 
the  District  of  Columbia; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2240)  authorizing  the 
extension  of  the  railway  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2388)  to  aid  in  maintain- 
ing the  nre  department  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

ENROLLED  BILLS  8IGNKD. 

The  message  further  announced  that  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  had  signed  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1657)  to  amend  section  two  of  the  act 
of  August  80,  1862,  in  relation  to  the  trans- 
portation and  exportation  of  imported  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise  in  bond  through  cer- 
tain ports  in  the  State  of  Texas ;  and  it  was 
thereupon  signed  by  the  Vice  President. 

TEA  AND  COFFEE  DUTY. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  174)  repealing  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  inquire  of 
the  Senator  whether  he  proposes  to  proceed 
with  the  consideration  of  that  bill  at  the  pres- 
ent time? 

Mr.  SCOTT.     That  is  my  motion. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  suggest  whether 
he  feels  at  liberty  to  go  on  in  the  absence  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  In  answer  to  that,  I  would 
state  that  the  views  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  this  subject  are  very  well  known. 
Indeed,  I  believe  there  is  very  little  doubt  as 
to  the  views  of  any  one  in  the  Senate  about  it 
in  view  of  what  has  passed.  In  consequence 
of  the  large  number  of  letters  I  have  received 
on  the  subject,  I  informed  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  understanding  that  he 
expected  to  be  absent,  of  my  intention  to  call 
up  this  bill.  He  informed  me  then  that  he 
would  be  absent  for  two  or  three  days  ;  I  do 
not  remember  now  exactly  bow  long.  I  do 
not  suppose  there  will  beany  time  when  every- 
body who  would  desire  to  be  here  when  this 
bUl  is  called  up  will  be  here.    If  there  is 


a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  take 
it  up  and  pass  it  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
the  very  great  distress  and  embarrassment  now 
felt  by  the  trade,  it  can  be  done  in  the  morning 
hour  yet.  If  not,  I  wish  it  to  be  distinctly 
understood  that,  at  the  very  6rst  opportunity 
that  I  can  do  so  with  any  prospect  of  success, 
I  shall  move  to  take  up  this  bill  and  terminate 
this  question  one  wav  or  the  other  to  the  re- 
lief of  the  mercantile  interests  that  are  now 
suffering  by  it.  I  will  state  to  the  Senator 
from  Maine  that  I  received  a  letter  this  morn- 
ing, in  which  this  emphatic  language  was 
used,  *^the  interests  engaged  in  that  trade  are 
now  suffering  more  than  they  suffered  during 
the  early  months  of  the  war,*'  and  that  many 
of  them  by  the  uncertainty  and  delay  are  being 
mined.  This  is  my  reason  for  bringing  the 
subject  before  the  Senate  now,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  get  to  a  vote  upon  it  yet  in  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  want  to  inquire  of  the 
Senator  what  he  proposes  to  do  with  the 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  He  proposes  to  pass  this 
bill  now  in  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  He  cannot  think  of  such 
a  thing. 

Mr.  CAMERON.     Let  us  try. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  hope  there  will 
be  no  attempt  to  pass  this  bill  in  the  morning 
hour  in  the  absence  of  the  chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  and  also  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  who  takes 
an  interest  in  this  question.  I  suggest  to  my 
friend  from  Pennsylvania  that  he  will  perhaps 
accomplish  all  that  is  desirable  at  the  present 
time  by  giving  notice  that  he  will  call  this  bill 
up  immediately  after  the  special  order  shall 
have  been  executed. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  merely  wish  to  say 
that  when  this  bill  comes  up  I  shall  feel  it  my 
duty 

Mr.  POMEROY.     It  is  up  now. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  When  it  is  up  for  con- 
sideration and  for  action  I  shall  feel  it  my  duty 
to  offer  some  amendments  to  it ;  but  I  have  no 
idea  that  the  bill  can  be  passed  between  now 
and  one  o'clock.  There  are  some  other  bills 
which  were  here  at  an  earlier  day  than  this, 
that  I  am  sorry  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
did  not  consider  it  his  dut^  to  hurry  up.  We 
have  already  wasted  on  this  tariff  question  I  do 
not  know  how  many  days  or  weeks,  but  cer- 
tainly a  great  deal  of  the  time  of  the  Senate, 
and  it  resulted  very  much  as  I  supposed  it 
would  result  when  it  was  brought  up  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio  not  now  in  his  seat,  [Mr.  Sher- 
HAK.]  We  undertook  to  amend  a  bill  of  this 
kind  by  a  general  tariff  revision.  It  was  then 
insisted  that  that  was  entirely  proper  and  com- 
petent for  the  Senate  to  do.  Without  express- 
ing any  opinion  upon  that  subject,  I  was  very 
well  satisned  then,  from  the  course  which  the 
House  had  taken  at  a  previous  session,  that 
the  House  would  not  take  that  view  of  it;  and 
the  bill  received  in  the  House  the  disposition 
which  I  supposed  it  would ;  that  is,  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  without  consideration,  and  the 
Senate  wi\8  rebuked  for  having  passed  such  a 
bill. 

I  believe  it  is  not  proper  to  speak  partic- 
ularly of  what  was  said  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives; but  I  suppose  it  is  not  improper 
to  refer  to  the  proceeaings  of  the  other  branch 
of  Congress  in  reference  to  the  disposition  of 
our  own  business.  It  is  very  well  known  that 
there  is  pending  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives at  present  a  bill  upon  the  subject  of  the 
duties  ou  tea  and  coffee  in  connection  with  the 
duties  upon  many  other  articles;  that  the 
House  of  Representatives  have  been  at  work 
maturing  such  a  bill  for  a  long  period,  and  we 
have  reason  to  suppose  that  within  some  not 
?ery  distant  time  that  bill  may  reach  the  Sen- 
ate. Now  it  is  proposed  to  precipitate  upon 
the  Senate  another  discussion  upon  the  tariff, 
for  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  well  knows 
that  the  bill  which  came  from  the  Hoafi<» 
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simply  to  repeal  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee 
camiot  pass  this  body  without  discussion  and 
without  an  effort  at  least  to  repeal  the  duties 
upon  other  articles  such  as  salt  and  coal,  in 
reference  to  which  bills  have  passed  the  House 
of  Representatives  which  I  suppose  are  on  the 
Calendar  or  in  committee. 

For  that  reason  it  seems  to  me  it  would  be 
a  waste  of  time  to  attempt  to  go  on  with  the 
bill  at  the  present  moftaent,  but  the  bill  being 
before  the  Senate,  I  will  offer  an  amendment 
to  it  to  insert  afler  the  word  **  coffee''  the 
words  **  salt  and  coal.'' 

Mr.  FRELINGHU  YSEN.  I  should  like  to 
ask  the  Senator  from  Illinois  whether  he  con- 
siders that  we  have  a  right  to  amend  the  bill 
in  this  way?  I  understood  a  different  opinion 
to  be  expressed  by  the  Senator  when  the  other 
bill  was  Defore  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  apprehend  that  we 
have  a  right  to  amend  the  bill  in  this  way. 
The  House  of  Representatives  having  sent  to 
us  a  bill  repealing  the  dut  v  on  a  specific  arti- 
cle, I  suppose  we  may  add  the  repeal  of  duty 
on  another  article,  particularly  as  they  have 
sent  to  us  bills  repealing  the  duties  on  salt  and 
coal  both. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  That  would  not 
alter  the  parliamentary  law. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  suppose  it  would  alter 
the  parliamentary  law  to  this  extent,  that  we 
have  a  right  now  in  consequence  of  the  action 
of  the  House,  an  unquestionable  right|to  repeal 
the  duty  on  salt  and  coal 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Bypassing  those 
bills. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  apprehend  the  sj^irit' 
of  the  law  which  the  House  of  Represent aiives 
have  insisted  upon  is  that  the  Senate  is  en- 
croaching on  their  prerogatives,  and  we  cer- 
tainly should  not  do  so  in  the  spirit  of  the  law 
by  agreeing  to  the  identical  bills  which  they 
have  passed..  That  would  not  be  an  encroach- 
ment upon  their  constitutional  prerogatives. 
But  I  imagine  this  is  a  different  kind  of  amend- 
ment from  the  amendment  which  was  pro- 
posed to  the  bill  when  it  was  under  consider- 
ation before  the  Senate.  We  undertook  to 
amend  that  bill  by  a  general  reduction  of  the 
tariff  laws,  and  although  I  do  not  doubt  our 
right  to  aniend  the  bill  to  some  extent,  the 
House  of  Representatives  did  not  think  we 
had  the  right  to  amend  it  to  the  extent  of 
going  into  a  general  revision  of  customs  duties. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  if  he  will 
allow  him,  that  at  this  time  the  Senate  have 
the  right  to  discuss  the  question  which  has 
been  presented  from  the  House.  Hatsell  lays 
down  the  rule : 

"  They  are  therefore  not  to  take  notice  of  any  bills 
or  other  matters  depending,  or  of  votes  that  have 
been  given,  or  of  speeches  which  have  been  held, 
by  the  members  of  either  of  the  other  branches  of 
the  Legislature,  until  the  same  have  been  com- 
municated to  them  in  the  usual  parliamentary  man- 
ner." 

What  has  been  stated  in  the  House  on  the 
very  point  to  which  the  Senator  is  addressing 
his  remarks,  having  been  communicated  form- 
ally, it  is  a  legitimate  subject  for  debate  in 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  Senator  from  Illinois 
having  called  our  attention  to  the  fact  that 
time  was  wasted  upon  the  discussion  of  the 
other  bill,  the  practical  question  is  suggested 
whether  we  will  waste  any  more  by  adding  any 
amendments  to  this  bill.  If  his  amendments 
are  adopted  or  rejected,  we  shall  then  know 
whether  it  is  worth  while  to  go  any  further  or 
not.  if  his  amendments  shall  be  adopted, 
others  of  course  will  follow.  But  looking  at 
what  has  occurred,  we  see  this  state  of  facts : 
first,  that  there  are  reports  in  both  Houses  re- 
taining a  portion  of  the  duties  on  tea  and  coffee; 
second ,  that  there  are  votes  in  both  Houses  by 
very  large  majorities  setting  aside  the  action 
of  the  committees  in  both  bodies  and  putting 
tea  and  coffee  on  the  free  list.  We  have  that 
bill  here  before  us.     if  we  see  proper  to  make 


that  much  legislation  practical  and  adopt  it 
without  amendment,  we  can  do  so ;  but  if  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  and  others'  see  proper 
to  add  amendments,  or  desire  to  add  amend- 
ments, then  practically  we  shall  now  be  wasting 
time. 

Now,  I  desire  to  reach  a  vote  npon  that  prac- 
tical question  for  the  pnrpose  of  doing,  in  the 
first  place,  what  is  rignt  without  surrendering 
any  of  the  power  of  the  Senate  for  which  we 
have  heretofore  contended,  and,  in  the  second 
place,  of  relieving  the  suffering  business  in- 
terests of  the  country.  Jf  we  are  disposed  to 
do  that,  we  can  do  that  by  adopting  this  bill 
without  amendment.  If  we  are  not,  then  we 
shall  run  on  for  an  indefinite  time  with  these 
amendments  and  with  debate. 

Mr.  CON KLING.  Mr.  President,  five  min- 
utes remain  of  the  morning  hour,  and  I  see 
that  it  is  not  the  purpose  of  those  who  have 
the  power  to  defeat  it  to  allow  this  bill  to  pass 
unamended  within  that  time,  and  therefore  I 
venture  to  sav  a  word. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  has,  I  submit  to  the  Senate,  every  ele- 
ment of  objection  upon  which  the  House 
seized  in  the  other  bill.  They  sent  us  a  bill 
repealing  the  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee.  We 
amended  it,  not  by  a  general  revision  of  the 
tariff,  as  the  Senator  from  Illinois  says,  if  he 
uses  that  phrase  at  large ;  we  amended  it  in 
only  two  ways :  first,  by  adding  to  the  free  list 
just  as  the  Senator  now  proposes  to  do;  sec- 
ond, by  reducing  duties  upon  certain  other 
articles.  Without  stopping  to  argue  it,  I  af- 
firm, and  I  think  no  Senator  will  deny,  that 
this  amendment  now  offered  by  the  Senator, 
although  confined  to  two  articles,  contains 
every  ingredient  of  offense,  if  I  may  so  say, 
which  the  House  found  in  our  other  bill.  I  need 
not  say  that  I  think  the  action  of  the  House  was 
as  far-fetched  and  as  unwarrantable  as  some  of 
the  declarations  made  in  debabte  in  the  House, 
which  at  some  time  will  be  discussed  here, 
and  I  hope  commented  on  by  the  committee 
having  charge  of  the  subject.  That,  however, 
is  neither  here  nor  there. 

The  Senate  must  pass  this  bill  or  it  mast 
accept  this  situation :  the  House  has  said  more 
than  once  that  it  isin  favor  of  dismissing  the 
duties  upon  tea  and  coffee ;  the  Senate  has 
said  more  than  once  by  great  majorities  that 
it  also  is  in  favor  of  dismissing  the  duties  upon 
tea  and  coffee.  This  action,  thus  incomplete, 
because  the  minds  of  the  two  Houses  have  not 
concurred  in  the  same  bill,  has  exposed  to 
hardship  and  to  ruin  a  great  interest  in  the 
country,  and  I  know,  speaking  of  my  constit- 
uents alone,  that  if  this  goes  on  much  longer 
heavy  failures,  great  disasters,  unwarrantable 
inflictions  are  to  result  from  it.  Now,  it  will 
not  do  for  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  or  for  me, 
or  for  any  other  member  of  this  body,  to  say 
we  differ  with  the  House  upon  this  question  of 
prerogative,  and  we  are  in  favor  ofdismissing 
duties  upon  other  things.  Here  lies  a  bill  dis- 
missing the  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee  passed 
by  the  Tlouse  repeatedly.  We  have  recorded 
ourselves  jn  favor  of  the  same  thing.  We  have 
the  power  in  one  moment  to  complete  and  finish 
this  bill,  and  we  cannot  stand  here  putting  our 
hands  in  our  pockets  and  saying,  ^*The  House 
have  differed  with  us  upon  something  else ;  I 
am  in  favor  of  reducing  the  duties  also  upon 
coal  and  salt ;  I  am  in  favor  of  reducing  the 
duties  upon  pig  iron  or  Bessemer  eteel ;  and 
therefore  I  will  keep  this  great  trade,  the  mul- 
titude of  men  whose  interests  are  at  stake 
here,  tied  up,  and  I  will  persist  in  doing  it 
until  wreck  and  ruin  shall  follow  upon  my  sus- 
pense." We  cannot  do  that,  I  say,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, and  acquit  ourselves.  On  the  contrary, 
the  country  will  understand,  and  I  hope  tbe 
country  will  understand,  that  for  divers  reasons 
Senators  halt  when  there  is  an  opportunity  to 
take  up  one  branch  of  the  tariff  question  thor- 
oughly discussed  in  both  Houses,  voted  upon 
repeatedly,  and  lying  here  now  in  such  form 
that  we  can  complete  action  upon  it  in  one 


moment  There  will  be  another  bill  her?,  i 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  has  said,  upoavt:.'. 
he  can  offer  coal  and  salt;  plenty  of  oppor-. 
ities  for  that  j  no  reason  whatever,  I  tnhi  . 
why  my  constituents — I  speak  for  them ai .p 
now,  because  perhaps  I.have  a  better  nu- 
should  be  kept  like  toads  under  a  harrow  y 
the  Conj^ress  of  the  United  States  opoo  a q>t^ 
tion  which  everybody  understands,  which  ti« 
been  thoroughly  discussed  in  both  Hoadet.  &c. 
upon  which  a  complete  record  has  been  id&:< 
up,  complete  for  every  purpose  except  for  Ut.' 
benefiL 

Now,  Mr.  President,  whatever  else  I  xw 
want  about  the  tariff",  when  the  Senator  fr  a 
Pennsylvania  persists  in  this  motion,  ts  it 
will,  I  think,  on  Monday — if  he  does  d'  1. 1 
shall  if  I  get  the  opportunity— I  will  lUnd  tj 
him  in  doin^  so  mach  that  is  right  tnd  jui; 
as  this  bill  gives  ns  the  opportanitj  of  doic. 
in  resisting  amendments,  whether  the  ^'J 
ing  amendment  or  any  other,  which  pit  r  ^ 
again  to  this  question  npon  which,  no  mt'^r 
how  wrong  the  Honse  may  be,  it  hu  'J^ 
power,  by  insisting  upon  it,  to  block  the  vk/ 
to  consummate '  legislation.  Let  as  do  \Jii*. 
and  if  we  cannot  do  more,  if  the  House  sbil 
prevent  doing  more,  that  will  be  the  iiuh  cf 
the  House  and  not  our  fault. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Whenever  it  is  io  order  to  do  lo. 
I  propose  to  move  to  amend  this  bill  bjtdQrt 
to  it  that  it  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  htcf 
July.  The  only  hardship  that  I  hsve  b«ri 
complained  of  by  the  business  ioterests  of  i-* 
country  in  reference  to  the  pending  mtmn 
is  the  danger  that  it  shall  go  into  effect  i: 
once,  and  thus  destroy  those  who  hsve  id 
accumulated  stocks  of  tea  and  coffe»oo  Ibci 
upon  which  they  have  paid  heavj  datia  u- 
the  Government.  I  know  of  no  other  iotf- 
est  that  is  suffering  in  connection  with  n-i 
bill. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  mv  friend  will  ^^ 
don  me  one  moment,  does  he  not  knov  tb' 
the  whole  Question,  namely,  the  qaerj^n. 
whether  the  auties  are  to  be  repealed  it  »/ 
time  or  not,  regardless  of  date,  8tnn(h  \^ 
whole  trade  now  ? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  do  uot  know  anything  of  tb 
sort.  I  know  that  tho  persona  empiureil:: 
this  business,  if  they  had  notice  thtt  this  &br> 
^tion  of  the  duty  would  take  effect  at  jgs^ 
tuture  time,  could  adjust  their  business  to  ;^^ 
date.  If  it  takes  effect  immediatelj,  tber  e*^ 
not  do  so,  and  those  who  have  paid  hea^ 
taxes  upon  the  accumulated  stocks  which  iH 
have  in  the  country  will  be  placed  at  greit  <^'^ 
advantage  with  those  who  introduce  the  w^i 
commodities  without  payment  of  tizes  i:t- 

Mr.  ED  M  UNDS.  I  understand  those  deaiers 
desire 

ORDHR  or  BU8INBS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Senaton  »i- 
suspend.  The  morning  hour  has  expired  »c  • 
the  unfinished  business  pending  last  ejeo;; 
is  before  the  Senate,  being  Senate  bill>' 
724.  But  the  Chair  desires  to  sute  to  ;k' 
Senate,  as  has  been  his  custom,  thatthif  <!«^ 
afler  one  o'clock  was  assigned  for  thecon^'; 
eration  of  thepostalcode  bill.  TkeaD&nt^'-i 
business,  however,  hasprioritj,  uponwhici"' 
Senator  from  Maine  [Mr.  Morrill]  is  eat:>' 
to  the  floor.  If  he  yields  to  the  chairoon  oi 
the  Post  Office  Committee  that  Seofttorci: 
test  the  sense  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  STEWART.     I  hope  we  shall  r 
with  the  unfinished  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  theSe'*  ' 
from  Maine  yields,  the  Senator  from  Mtnots  - 
may  test  the  sense  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RAMSEY,     I  propose 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Cbiir  rK 
ognizes  the  Senator  from  Minneeota.  >^^ 
unfinished  business,  being  the  Tezsi  P^^-- 
railroad  bill,  is  now  before  the  Senate,  i*^ 
Senator  from  Minnesotat  this  day  hanag[«'' 
assigned  to  the  postal  code  bill,  f*^^  "^' 
that  he  desires  to  take  the  vote  of  the  SeB»» 
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upon  Ikjing  ihe  uDfioished  buiineu  upOD  the 
table  tlint  tbe  tuaigument  may  operate. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  abnuld  like  to  make  a 
Buggeation.  Is  this  propo«itioa  a  motion  to 
la;  an  tbe  table? 

Ur.  KAMSEY.     Undoubiedl;  I  make  tbat 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  underatand  it  will  take 
nearlj  all  the  afternoon  to  read  the  poatal 
code  bill.  I  hope  we  aball  go  on  with  legisla- 
tion to-da;  aud  have  a  nigbi  teuion  for  thai 
bill.  Nobod;  wants  to  hear  it  read  and  Qobod; 
-wilt  ata;  to  hear  it  read.  I  will  agree  to  coma 
tip  foma  night  for  tbat  purpose. 

Mr.  POMBROy.  Let  na  lay  it  aside  inform- 
ally and  proceed  with  tbe  unfinished  business. 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  aDfinished  basineu 
is  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RAMSBY.  I  hare  got  a  da;  aeasion 
for  tbe  bill  now..  Now  is  the  Lime  to  read  it, 
col  gome  other  time  ;  and  I  fear  I  aball  not 
get  that  some  other  tiroe.  You  have  agreed 
to  give  me  tbia  da;.  If  ;oa  refuse  to  do  ao, 
what  assurance  have  I  that  I  can  get  another  7 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  will  come  up  when  the 
i«ilroad  bill  ii  disposed  of,  if  laid  aside  in- 
formally. 

Mr.  TRCMBDLL.  Will  the  Sonator  from 
Minneaola  allow  me  to  sa;  a  word?  I  have 
no  particolar  intereat  in  the  Post  Office  bill ; 
but  I  do  think  after  we  have  had  theae  under. 
standings  we  ought  to  carr;  them  out.  Yes- 
terday I  voted  with  the  Senator  from  Nevada 
for  the  purpose  of  allowing  him  to  go  on  with 
hia  Pacific  railroad  billa  becauae  be  had  had 
that  day  assigned,  though  there  waa  unfinished 
business  then,  just  as  there  is  now.  Tbia  day 
baa  been  assigned  to  the  Senator  from  Minna 
eota.  If  the  Senate  thinks  proper  to  slop 
assigning  days  to  committees,  very  well ;  but, 
so  long  as  we  do  that,  it  seema  to  ma  we  cku- 

Mr.  Sl'EWART.  Allow  me  to  appeal  to 
the  Senator  from  Minneaota.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose there  are  any  Seuators  who  want  to  listen 
to  the  reading  of  the  post&l  code  bill,  and  it 
—  a  be  done  at  an  evening  aeaeion  just  as  well) 


Nevada  would  give  way  to  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Suppose  we  go  on  for  a 
little  white  on  the  railroad  bill. 

Mr.  ItAUSEY.  Let  us  go  on  and  read  this 
postul  code  bill. 

Mr.  CAMEaON...I  rise  to  aak  if  thisques- 
Uon  is  debatable.  A  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  is  not  debatable. 

The  VICbl  PRESIDENT.  It  ia  not  debat- 
able, but  the  Senator  from  Minnesota  yielded 
and  deliated  himself  The  Chair  aaked  him 
if  he  insiflted  upon  it,  and  he  then  received 
HUggestioiia  in  regard  to  it.  The  motion  is 
not  debatable,  hut  it  ia  not  now  pending. 

Mr,  RAMSEY.  I  renew  the  motion  to  lay 
the  unfinished  business  on  the  table  and  pro- 
ceed with  Ihe  consideration  of  House  bill  No. 
1,  to  revise,  consolidate,  and  amend  the  stat- 
utes relating  to  tbe  Post  Office  Department. 

Mr.  STBIVART.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
to  withdraw  thai  motion  and  let  it  be  laid  aside 
informally. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  objected  to  debate,  and 
the  motion  cannot  be  debated. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  29,  noes  26. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  should  like  to  have  tbe 
yeas  and. nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wjab  to  make  an  in- 
quiry before  I  vote,  so  that  I  may 


with  the  tea  and  coffee  bill? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  would  be  by 
laying  the  postal  code  bill  on  the  table.  The 
postal  code  bill  will  come  up  by  assignment 
If  ,!.„  ,„ii „A  \.;i ' 


move  to  proceed  to  the  coasideralion  of  any- 
thing ou  the  Calendar  as  well  as  that. 

Tbe  VICE  PRESIDENT.     Certainly. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted— yeas  22,  nays  23  j  as  follows: 
TEAS— M^n.  Anthony,   Bayard.  Backia^sm. 

of  Hichls'aD,  Hsmilton  of  Teiis,  Hantlin,' How«, 
Horrill  of  Maine.  Morrill  of  Vsrmoal.  PattsniQD. 
Pratt.  Eamacy,  Saulibury,  Spragus,  gumnsr.  Tip- 
ton, Trombillf.  Windom.  and  WrTihl-ZZ. 

KAVS— Meum.  Ames.  Itlair.  Boreman.  CaldX^II, 
Camarnn,  CaMorly.  Clayton,  Cooper.  Cotbett,  Fen- 
ton.  FrBlinihayien.  UnrUn.  Hill.  Hilotaoook.  John- 
iton,  KelloH.  Loaan.  Morton.  Oibota.  Pomeroy. 
Bice.  Koberuon.  Sawyer,  ScDit.  BvtatVT,  Btswart. 


Cola,  Cankiins,  Cracin.  Davii  of  Kentucky,  Davu 
of  WeeC  Virzlma.  Flaoacati.  OtIbert,  Ooldlhwalta. 
Uamillon  of  Maryland,  Kelly.  Lewi^.Natw(K>d,Nye, 
n_.,   o_.. —  OL = ^.Thu^naa.Viok- 


The   VICE    PRESIDENT.      The    Texas 

Pacific  railroad  bill  remains  before  the  Senate. 

TISXA8  PACIFIC  RAILROAD. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  nf  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (S.  No. 
724)  snpplemeotary  to  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
to  incorporate  the  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  its 
road,  Bod  for  other  purposes,"  approved  March 
3,  1871,  the  pending  question  being  on  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  EonnNoa  to  tbe  amendment 
of  tbe  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Railroad  to 
the  second  section  of  the  bill. 

Tbe  amendment  of  the  committer  was  to 
insert  after  the  word  ''aforesaid,"  in  tbe 
iwelfih  line  of  the  second  section,  the  follow- 
ing words: 

And  all  or  say  portion  of  the  land)  aequiied  by 
anv  irrnnmrnent  nr  ournhue.  nr  UrmAnf  ooDiolida- 

LDiea.  to 


r."j.; 


Uofla 

e  made  Dj  aay  oon 

latbority.  or  wbo  a 


I  live  pDr«fatM<d 


The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  lo 
stnke  out  the   words  "or  mBy  herealUr  be 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  yeas  and 
nays  have  been  ordered  on  the  amendment  lo 
the  amendment. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  18,  naya  SI;  as  follows: 

YEAS  — HHsn.  Amsi.  Bayard.  Blair,  Ferry  of 
CoDDootieat.  FrelinshayaeD,  Hamillon  of  leiai, 
Harlan.  Howe.  Morrill  of  Maine.  Pattenon,  Baula- 
bury.  Tburman.  and  Trumbiill-13. 

NAY8-Menra.    BortmaD.  Caldwell.   OameroB, 

Q, ...     f 1..     ciajlon,  Conkling.   Cooper, 

C(  ry  of  Hicbitan.  Ooldtbwsite, 

U:  lok.  JobnatoD.  Keilon.  Kelly. 

L<  -n.  PomeToy,  Rioe.  Bubertson, 

So  It,  Stooktoo,  Sumnor.  liplon, 

"  Alcorn,  Antbony,  Brownlow, 

Bi  ir.  Cole,  Cnwln,  UsTia  of  Ken- 

tn  It  VirafniaTEdinunda.  Flana- 

-  -'  'VyUnd.  Lowia.  Mortill 


SfVeF 


LNor 


i.  Nye, 


_,.-,.., ,    Jpracue.    Sievenaon, 

Vioken.WilaoD,  Wiadom.  and  Wriiht-29. 

So  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  waa 
rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  qneslion 
recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee  as 
amended  heratofore. 

Mr.  CA3SERLY.     Let  it  be  read  as  it  now 

The  Chikp  Clirk.  The  amendment  aa 
amended  ia  on  page  2  in  the  aecoad  section, 
to  insert : 

And  all  or  any  portion  of  the  lands  aeqaired  by 
lied  by'aaid  act  orUareh  3. 


wiifa  a: 


Mr.  CASSBRLY.  The  word  ."Uwfolly" 
is  superfluous  there,  and  became  so  by  reason 
of  the  amendment  made  yesterday  on  my  sug- 
gestion.    1  think  it  oughi  to  be  taken  out. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     If  there  be  no 


Mr.    THURMA-N.      Why   should    that   bd 
Mr.  CASSBRLY.     Whatever  is  anthoriied 


we  are  bound  to  assume  that  thb  aalbority  we 

*'' Mr.^THURMAN.'  I  was  not  here  when  tbe 
amendment  was  made. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  will  explain  lo  the 
Senator  from  Ohio — I  ought  to  have  done  so 
yesterday  while  be  waa  on  hia  feet — tbat  in 
order  to  obviate  any  possible  objection  of  In- 
definite and  unlimited  consolidation  between 
the  Texas  Pacific  and  other  ruilioad  com- 
panies, and  indefinite  and  unlimited  acquisition 
of  lands  thereby,  I  offered  an  amendment  yes- 
terday, which  was  adopted  by  general  con- 
sent, limiting  the  effect  of  ihia  amendment,  in 
italics,  to  such  consolidations  as  might  be  made 
undertheaulborityoftheactof  March  3, 1871. 
If  the  Senator  from  Ohio  will  give  me  hia  at- 
tention long  enough,  he  will  see  by  a  reference 
to  that  act,  which  I  hold  in  my  haiid,  and  to 
section  four  of  it,  which  is  the  only  one  so  far 
as  I  know  that  bears  on  the  subject,  that  iba 
authority  of  the  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany "to  purchase  tbe  Ktock,  land  grants, 
franchises,  and  appurtenances  of,  atid  consol- 
idate with  any  railroad  company  or  com- 
panies," is  precisely  limited  to  such"  company 
or  companies"  as  have  been  "heretofore 
cbanered  by  congressional,  State,  or  territo- 
rial antbority,  on  tbe  route  prescribed  in  the 
first  section  of  this  act;  but  no  such  consolida- 
tion shall  be  with  any  competing  through  line 
of  railroads  to  the  Pacific  ocean."  The  con- 
solidation referred  to  and  the  acquisitions  re- 
ferred to  in  this  amendment  are  limited,  aa 
the  amendment  now  sunds,  to  snch  companies 
as  were  Gbartered  at  the  date  of  tbe  passage 
of  the  former  act,  which  was  in  1671,  and  lo 
such  companies  as  were  chartered  to  run  on 
the  route  of  this  road. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Wbatare  they? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  have  a  general  idea, 
not  a  very  specific  one ;  but  I  think  there  are 
not  more  than  three  or  four;  bul  whether  they 
be  more  or  fewer,  the  authority  ia  given  already. 
in  a  certain  shape,  by  tbe  act  which  we  passed 
last  year;  and,  so  far  as  I  understand  tbis 
amendment,  the  effect  of  it-is,  in  substance,  to 
permit  such  lands  as  maybe  acquired  under 
the  circumstances  described  b;  the  words  in 
italics  to  be  applied  in  aid  of  tbe  land  bonds 
and  to  increase  the  aecurity  on  which  those 
bonds  rest.  Tbat  is  my  undentanding  of  the 
amendment 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  omitting  the  word  "lawfully?"  Because 
if  there  ia,  it  cannot  be  done  until  the  bill 
comes  into  the  Senate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Those  words  were  in- 
serted by  the  Senate  on  the  motion  of  tbe 
Senator  from  Vermont 

Mr.CASSERLY.  If  theSenatorffcro  Ohio 
wilt  allow  me  a  further  explanation :  after  the 
words  "  lawfully  authorized"  were  put  in,  and 
after  some  disCuss  un  had  intervened,  my 
amendment  to  insert  Ibe  words  "by  aaid  act 
of  March  8,  1871,"  after  "authorized,"  so  oa 
to  make  the  limitation  of  (he  new  amendment 
specific,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  STEWART.     Yon  modified  his  amend- 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Undoubtedly.  Hence 
the  word  "lawfully,"  asitseema  tome,  is  clear 
surplusage,  because  when  we  speak  in  an  act 
of  Congress  of  certain  things  being  authorized 
by  a  previous  act,  we  do  nut  need  to  put  in  the 
word  "lawfuU;,"  I  think.  I  suggest  that  to 
tbe  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Certain!;  not;  but  the 
fully,"    which  is    sugijcs 
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is  not  authorized  by  the  act  of  March  8, 1871, 
as  the  amendment  now  stands,  that  being  the 
tenor  of  it,  cannot  be  lawfal.  One  that  is 
authorized  is  lawful.  .Therefore  the  word 
'* lawfully"  is  surplusage. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Ido  not  care  anything 
about  it.  I  will  make  no  objection  if  the  Sen- 
ator wants  it  out. 

Mr.  GASSERLY.  I  wanted  to  satisfy  the 
judgment  of  the  Senator  himself  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Certainly  I  do  not  con- 
sider it  necessary  after  the  explanation  that 
has  been  given ;  but  I  want  some  explanation 
of  a  point  I  made  yesterday  in  regard  to  this 
whole  amendment. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Secretary 
desires  \o  ascertain  whether  he  shall  omit  this 
word  **  lawfully,'*  or  not. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  make  no  objection, 
although  I  think  we  had  better  wait  until  the 
Senator  from  Vermont,  who  moved  it,  comes  in. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  think  that  is  within  the 
purview  of  what  was  done  yesterday. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  re- 
served until  the  Senator  from  Vermont  comes 
in.  The  Senator  from  Ohio  will  continue  his 
remarks 

Mr.  THURMAN.  This  company  already 
has  a  right  to  mortgage  all  the  property  con- 
ferred upon  it,  either  actually  or  contingently, 
or  acquirable  hj  it  actually  or  contingently,  by 
its  charter.  It  already  has  that  mortgaging 
power.  This  bill  proposes  to  modify  the  terms 
upon  which  it  might  mortgage  in  its  charter, 
so  that  it  may  in  effect  make  but  one  mortgage 
and  secure  that  by  all  its  lands.  To  that  I  have 
no  objection.  Ihat,  I  think,  as  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  and  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania yesterday  expressed  it,  is  a  wise  enough 
thing,  and  it  might  be  done. 

But  this  amendment  proposed  by  the  com- 
mittee has  a  different  object.  It  is  to  author- 
ize the  company  not  simply  to  mortgage  all 
the  property  which  is  granted  to  it  either 
actually  or  contingently  by  its  charter,  but  to 
mortgage  the  property  that  is  granted  actu- 
ally or  contingently  to  the  roads  that  may  con- 
solidate with  it.  That  might  be  right  under 
certain  limitations  as  to  the  roads  with  which 
it  may  consolidate ;  but  the  point  to  which  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania yesterday,  just  when  the  Senate  ad- 
journed, and  which  he  had  no  time  to  answer — 
perhaf>s  he  may  have  had  a  satisfactory  answer 
to  it — is  that  that  property  thus  to  be  mort- 
gaged will  be  mortgaged  to  secure  the  land  or 
construction  bonds  mentioned  in  the  original 
charter  of  this  Texas  Pacific  Company^  and 
the  proceeds  of  those  bonds  the  original 
charter  expressly  declares  shall  be  applied 
only  to  the  construction,  equipment,  and 
operation  of  that  road.  Now,  does  he  intend 
that  the  grants  which  may  have  been  made  to 
the  other  companies  which  are  to  be  consol- 
idated with  this  company,  and  made  to  those 
other  companies  for  the  purpose  of  enabling 
them  to^  construct  their  roads,  ma^  be  taken 
for  the  purpose  of  constructing,  equipping,  and 
operating  this  main  line  ?  Is  not  that  a  sheer 
diversion  of  the  grants,  if  there  are  any,  made 
for  those  other  roads  for  the  purpose  for  which 
those  grants  were  made  ?  I  would  like  to  have 
some  explanation. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  to  satisfy  the  Sen- 
ator from  Ohio,  and  I  will  ask  his  attention 
now  to  the  explanation  which  I  make,  and  I 
think  it  will  be  entirely  satisfactory.  He  will 
remember  that  there  was  incorporated  what 
was  called,  I  believe,  the  Memphis  and«  El 
Paso  road.  That  road  was  an  existine  cor- 
poration at  the  time  the  act  of  the  8d  of  fifarch, 
1871,  was  passed.  It  depended  for  its  charter 
and  for  its  lands  upon  the^  legislation  of  the 
State  of  Texas ;  and  the  principal  purpose  of 
the  fourth  section  to  which  reference  has  been 
made  authorizing  consolidation  was  to  author- 
ize the  corporation  created  by  the  act  of 
Congress  to  consolidate  with  that  corporation 


created  by  the  Legislature  of  Texas,  and  that 
the  national  corporation  should  thus  acquire 
all  the  lands  granted,  both  by  the  act  of  Con- 
gress for  the  construction  of  the  road  from  the 
western  boundary  of  Texas  to  the  Pacific  and 
the  lands  granted  by  the  State  of  Texas  to  the 
other  road. '  Then  the  purpose  was  to  author- 
ize the  national  corporation  to  build  a  through 
line  of  road  from  Marshall  to  San  Diego,  made 
up  of  the  line  through  Texas  originally  author- 
ized to  be  built  by  the  State  corporation  and 
the  line  from  that  point  west  authorized  by  the 
act  of  Congress.  It  bein^  a  continuous  line, 
when  the  lands  acquirea  from  Texas  are 
secured  to  this  corporation,  what  harm  is  there 
in  applying  the  proceeds  of  the  bonds  secured 
by  mortgaging  all  the  lands  given  to  the  cor- 
poration to  the  completion  of  the  whole  line? 
Now  it  is  alleged  that  there  are  other  lines 
with  which  consolidation  is  to  be  effected.  I 
have  looked  carefully  through  this  bill,  at  least 
with  all  the  care  that  my  time  would  permit 
me  since  yesterday  evening,  and  I  find  that 
the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March,.  1871.  is 
the  one  which  authorizes  consolidation,  ana  it 
reads  thus ;  I  will  read  the  whole'  section,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  doubt  about  it: 

"  That  the  said  Tezu  Pacifle  Railroad  (Company 
shall  have  power  and  lawful  authority  to  purohase 
the  stock,  land  srants,  franchises,  and  appurten- 
ances of,  and  consolidate  on  sach  terms  as  may  be 
agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  with  any  railroad 
company  or  companies  heretofore  chartered  by  con- 
gressional, State^  or  territorial  anthority,  on  the 
route  prescribed  m  the  first  section  of  this  act;  bat 
no  sach  consolidation  shall  be  with  any  competing 
through-line  of  railroads  to  the  Pacific  ocean.'' 

The  power  to  consolidate  is  confined  entirely 

to  companies  previously  authorized  upon  the 

route  which  is  authorized  by  this  act,  not  with 

companies  everywhere.   The  fifUi  section  then 

follows,  which  provides : 

"That  the  said  company  shall  have  power  and 
anthority  to  make  running  arrangements  with  any 
railroad  company  or  companies  neretofore  char- 
tered, or  that  may  hereafter  be  chartered  by  con- 
gressional. State,  or  territorial  authority;  also  to 
f purchase  lands,  or  to  accept  donations,  or  grant  of 
ands  or  other  property,  from  States  or  individuals, 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  oarrying  out  the  object 
of  this  company." 

The  idea  that  has  been  inculcated  from  the 
beginning  of  this  discussion,  that  this  company 
had  indiscriminate  power  to  consolidate  with 
all  roads  wherever,  is  an  erroneous  idea.  The 
leading;  purpose  of  the  act  was  to  authorize 
consolidation  only  upon  the  route  of  the  line 
authorized,  and  to  give  to  all  other  roads  run- 
ning connections  and  prevent  discrimination 
in  the  rates  of  freight  as  against  those  con- 
necting roads.  I  am  not  familiar  with  what 
companies  have  been  incorporated  upon  the 
route  of  the  road ;  for  really,  upon  recalling 
all  that  has  occurred  with  reference  to  this 
road,  I  know  of  none  but  the  Texas  road  to 
which  reference  has  been  already  made. 
There  may  be  one  or  two  small  roads,  but  if 
there  are,  I  do  not  know  where  they  are. 

Now  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Ohio  again, 
should  there  be  any  objection  to  applving  the 
proceeds  of  the  lands  thus  acquirea  under 
this  section  to  any  part  of  the  road  7 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  will  wait  until  you  get 
through,  and  then  answer. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  That  is  the  question  pre- 
sented. There  are  no  other  roads  that  lam 
aware  of  that  were  chartered  by  congressional, 
State,  or  territorial  authority  before  this  act 
that  have  any  grants  of  land.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  are  any.  The  Senator  from  Nevada, 
who  is  more  familiar  with  this  railroad  legis- 
lation than  I  am,  may  be  able  to  answer. 
There  may  be  roads  in  the  southern  portion 
of  California  to  which  that  description  may 
apply ;  but  if  there  are  I  do  not  know  of  their 
existence.  It  is  an  imaginary  difficulty  that 
is  raised  here  as  to  the  extent  of  this  consol- 
idating power. 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  extent  of  my  inform- 
ation is  that  there  was  a  company  incorporated 
from  San  Diego  to  run  on  this  line.  It  is  on 
the  same  line,  and  they  are  friendly  to  this 
company  and  co<$perate  with  them,  and  they 


take  an  interest  in  this  bill.    Some  penoaa 
representing  that  company  were  here. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    Thai  is  the  Paeific  aide. 

Mr.  SCOTT.    Bat  on  the  same  line. 

Mr.  STEWART.  On  the  Pa<afic  aide  oa 
the  same  line. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Now,  if  I  nndentand  the 
statement  of  the  Senator  from  PeDaayiv&&i&. 
it  verifies  the  fear  that  I  entertained,  aad  1 
think  this  is  a  matter  to  which  the  aueatioa 
of  the  Senator  from  Texas  ought  to  be  direct- 
ed. Here  was  a  corporation  created,  as  we  are 
told,  by  the  State  ot  Texas,  called  the  Mem- 
phis and  El  Paso  Railroad  Company,  and  that 
company,  as  I  understand  the  statement,  wu 
endowed  largely  by  the  State  of  Texas  with  a 
land  grant  Now,  it  is  said  thai  that  compa&r 
and  the  company  mentioned  ia  this  bill,  the 
Texas  Pacific  company,  are  to  consoUdate. 
If  they  do  consolidate,  and  yoa  paaa  this  bit] 
with  this  amendment  of  Uie  committee,  ti^a 
every  foot  of  land  given  by  the  State  of  Texu 
to  the  Memphis  and  El  Paso  Railroad  Com- 
pany  to  build  the  railroad  specified  in  its  char 
ter  may  be  diverted  from  that  object,  and  lued 
by  this  company  on  the  road  near  the  Paciii: 
ocean. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  No ;  the  bOl  reqaires  then 
to  commence  at  Marshall  and  proceed  vesi- 
wardly.     It  must  be  on  the  same  line. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Suppoae  that  to  be  the 
.case ;  I  may  be  wrong  in  saying  what  I  ha^e. 
but  still  I  say  it  may  be  notwitbataDding,  be- 
cause you  may  b^ild  your  one  hundred  miies 
at  this  end  without  touching  those  proceeds. 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  works  just  the  other 
way.  The  lands  in  the  interior  under  the 
operation  of  this  bill  are  first  to  be  applied  to 
the  construction. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Not  at  all.  TheorigiasI 
charter  provides  that  the  proceeds  of  xhtse 
laud  bonds  and  of  these  constrociion  boodi 
are  to  be  applied  to  the  constmction,  equip- 
ment, and  operation  of  the  road  mentiosed 
in  the  charter ;  that  is,  the  Texas  Pacific  aii- 
road.  That  is  what  is  to  be  done  with  the 
proceeds  of  all  the  mortgages  that  are  author 
ized  by  that  charter,  and  all  the  property  of  the 
company,  whatever  it  may  be,  that  is  aathc'T 
ized  to  be  mortgaged  by  that  charter  is  to  be 
thus  applied.  Now,  you  propose  to  allow  ihss 
company  to  extend  its  mortgage  over  othfr 
property ;  but  yon  do  not  change  the  prorii- 
ion  that  the  proceeds  of  the  mortgage  shall  If 
applied  as  the  original  chgrter  provides.  The 
consequence  is  that  every  dollar  of  the  pro- 
ceeds must  be  applied,  unless  you  modify  that 
amendment,  in  the  constmction,  eqaipmeut, 
and  operation  of  the  road  between  Marshal]  ia 
the  State  of  Texas,  and  San  Diego  in  the  State 
of  California,  and  not  one  dollar  of  it  cao  be 
applied  to  the  construction  of  any  road  be- 
tween Dallas  in  Texas  and  Memphis  in  Ten- 
nessee, on  the  route  of  the  company  originallj 
chartered  by  the  Legislature  of  Texas;  ia 
other  words,  if  yon  pass  this  as  the  commiuec 
have  reported  it,  every  acre  granted  by  Texat 
to  build  the  particular  road  specified  in  tJie 
Texas  charter  may  be  diverted  from  the  piu^ 
pose  for  which  it  was  applied  in  that  State 
and  applied  to  another  purpose. 

Mr.  STEWART.  It  cannot  be  done  fbr 
several  reasons.  One  reason  is  that  this  btU 
re<|uires  them  to  commence  at  Dallas,  t^e 
point  where  that  grant  was,  and  to  build  on 
that  line  one  hundred  miles  east.  That  is  ibe 
line  the  grant  is  made  on.  The  next  msoc 
is  that  they  cannot  get  the  Texas  grant  uokM 
they  build  that  particular  road. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  is  very  ea^,  it  seeas 
to  me,  to  answer  both  these  propoeitiona.  ia 
the  first  place,  I  do  not  understand  that  tit 
eastern  terminus  of  this  Memphis  and  El  Paw 
road  was  Dallas. 

Mr.  SCOTT.    Marshall. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Marshall  is  the  eastera 
terminus  of  the  Texas  Pacific  rcMd  chartered 
bv  us ;  but  the  eastern  terminus  oi  the  Mes* 
phis  and  £1  Paso  road,  chartered  by  the  Stt» 
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of  TezaS)  I  presume  iQust  have  been  Mem- 
phis ;  or  some  point  in  connection  with  Mem- 
phis. 

Mr.  STEWART.    No. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  A  point  on  the  north- 
eastern corner  of  the  State,  I  am  told.  I  ask 
the  Senator  from  Texas  how  that  is  7 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  The  terminus 
of  that  road  was  at  a  place  in  Texas  called 
Texarcana,  about  eighty  or  ninety  miles  north 
of  Marshall. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  And  the  road  was  to  run 
from  there  to  Dallas? 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  makes  a  fork ;  and 
at  Dallas  the  road  forks ;  one  part,  that  which 
we  have  chartered,  goes  to  Marshall,  and  the 
other  to  Texarcana. 

Mr.  KBLLOGG.  The  act  of  1854  of  the 
Texas  Legislature,  as  I  remember,  incorpo- 
rated a  company  called  the  Southern  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  and  authorized  it  to  build 
a  road  commencing  at  Marshall,  Texas.  An 
act  passed- by  the  Legislature  of  Texas,  I  be- 
lieve in  1856,  authorized  the  incorporation 
of  a  company  called  the  Memphis  and  £1  Paso, 
and  they  were  empowered  to  commence  a  road 
at  a  point  on  the  sulphur  fork  of  Red  river, 
called  Texarcana,  in  northeastern  Texas,  about 
ninety  miles,  as  the  Senator  from  Texas  says, 
north  of  Marshall,  and  a  little  further  east. 
It  was  originally  designed,  and  I  think  spe- 
cially provided  in  the  latter  act,  that  is  the  act 
of  1856  incorporating  the  Memphis  and  El 
Paso  road,  that  whenever  one  of  these  com- 
panies completed  its  road  to  a  point  near  the 
Brazos  river  and  nearly  on  a  line  with  Marshall 
westwardly,  the  two  roads  should  merge  in  one 
upon  the  same  line,  and  the  one  completed 
first  should  be  entitled  to  the  whole  line  to  El 
Paso.  That  was,  I  believe,  the  original  idea 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Texas.  They 
incorporated  two  companies,  aud  virtually  put 
them  in  competition,  and  said  that  whichever 
should  arrive  first  at  a  certain  point  near  the 
Brazos  river  should  be  entitled  to  the  line  from 
there  on  to  El  Paso,  and  the  other  should  be 
the  branch  line,  so  to  speak. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Beginning  where? 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  Beginning  at  the  point 
of  intersection  near  the  Brazos  river,  on  or 
near  the  thirty- second  degree,  and  running  east 
to  Texarcana,  or  to  Marshall,  as  the  case  may 
be.  If  the  Memphis  and  El  Paso  company  com- 
pleted their  road  finjt  to  the  point  of  intersec- 
tion before  the  Southern  Pacific,  they  should 
be  entitled  to  have  a  continuous  line  from 
I'exarcana,  their  eastern  terminus,  to  El  Paso. 
If  the  Southern  Pacific,  which  was  incorpo- 
rated to  commence  at  Marshall,  completed  their 
road  to  this  point  before  the  Memphis  and  El 
Paso,  they  should  be  entitled  to  the  line  ex- 
clusively from  there  on  to  El  Paso,  and  should 
be  regarded  as  the  main  road  and  the  other  the 
branch  road,  and  so  tfice  versa.  I  think  that 
was  substantially  the  understanding  at  the  time. 
Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  Texas  chartered  two  com- 
panies, the  line  of  one  commencing,  as  the 
Senator  remarked,  at  or  near  Marshall,  the 
other  at  Texarcana.  The  lines  run  pretty 
nearly  paralleL  The  Southern  Pacific  railroad 
was  required  to  confine  itself  as  near  as  prac- 
ticable to  the  line  of  thirty-two  degrees.  The 
Memphis  and  El  Paso  was  on  the  line  of  thirty- 
three  degrees,  just  about  as  far  from  the  thirty- 
second  parallel  at  Dallas  as  it  is  at  the  initial 
point  fast ;  they  are  about  a  degree  apart.  By 
an  amendment  put  through  the  Texas  Legis- 
lature last  summer,  under  the  auspices  of  this 
company,  or  under  the  influence  of  a  lobby 
paid  and  kept  there  by  somebody,  the  South- 
ern Pacific  road  was  not  only  authorized  but 
required  to  change  its  course  from  the  thirty - 
second  parallel  and  meet  the  other  road  at 
Dallas,  making  almost  a  complete  elbow  in  the 
road.  Now  the  people  of  the  State  of  Texas 
are  not  satisfied  with  that,  and  they  expect  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  deteat  any 


arrangement  of  that  sort,  but  I  have  very  little 
hone  of  their  doing  it,  I  am  sorry  to  say. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Now,  it  seems  to  be  per- 
fectly clear  from  this  statement  that  if  the  bill 
be  amended  as  the  committee  reported  it 
will  have  precisely  the  effect  I  say. 

Mr.  KELLOGU.  Allow  me  to  say  now  that 
it  does  seem  to  me  that  there  is  a  point  right 
there  which  invokes  the  attention  and  chal- 
lenges the  interest  of  all  the  Gulf  States.  I 
should  like  now  to  understand  precisely  what 
the  Senator  means.  If  he  be  correct,  I  shall 
feel  bound  to  support  his  amendment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  make  a 
suggestion  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  before  he 
proceeds.  This  act  simply  authorizes  a  mort- 
gage. We  allow  them  to  mortgage  whatever 
property  they  shall  acquire.  We  do  not  pre- 
tena  to  say  anything  about  the  mode  of  acqui- 
sition. By  the  law  under  which  they  acquire 
it  they  have  got  to  build  on  a  particular  line 
before  they  can  acquire.  Therefore,  if  they 
make  a  consolidation,  and  should  leave  unbuilt 
the  road  for  which  the  grant  was  made,  they 
would  not  get  the  grant.  If  they  do  not  build 
the  particular  road,  but  take  the  money  and 
build  somewhere  else,  they  lose  their  title  to 
the  land,  because  the  grant  is  made  for  baild 
ing  a  particular  line.  All  we  propose  is  to 
say  that,  if  they  do  comply  with  the  laws  of 
Texas  so  as  to  get  the  land,  they  may  mort- 
gage that  land  to  build  this  seneral  line  of 
road  ;  but  in  order  to  get  that  land  they  must 
build  the  road  on  the  line.  They  have  au- 
thority of  the  United  States  to  mortgage  a 
particular  line  of  road.  They  may  have  land 
m  Texas  or  anywhere  else.  We  do  not  pro- 
pose to  go  into  any  deraignment  of  title  to  see 
now  they  get  the  land. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  does  not  answer 
the  difficulty  yet,  as  it  seems  to  me.  We  have 
not  this  Texas  charter  here  before  us ;  we  do 
not  know  exactly  what  the  provisions  of  its 
grants  are.  We  do  not  know  whether  the 
grant  is  absolutely  to  the  company,  and  the 
State  simply  trustee  for  it,  or  whether  the 
grant  is  contingent  upon  the  making  of  the 
road.  Unless  we  know  that  to  be  the  fact, 
there  is  no  weight  to  be  attached  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Senator  fVom  Nevada.  Unless 
that  is  a  conditional  grant,  and  we  have  the 
terms  of  it  here  before  us,  we  cannot  tell 
whether  they  will  have  to  build  the  road  pro- 
vided for  in  the  Texas  act,  before  they  can 
get  land  which  we  undertake  to  say  they  may 
mortgage  for  a  wholly  different  purpose  from 
that  contemplated  in  the  Texas  charter. 

I  have  made  this  objection  not  in  opposition 
to  the  bill,  but  only  that  the  bill  may  be  made 
right.  I  say  once  more  I  am  not  opposing  the 
bill.  I  only  want  the  bill  to  be  made  right. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  it  was  a  thing  which 
those  having  charge  of  the  bill  ought  to  look 
to,  whether  they  were  attempting  by  this  act 
to  take  property  which  had  been  devoted  to 
another  purpose  and  divert  it  to  the  purpose 
mentioned  in  the  charter  of  this  company.  If 
they  think  it  is  not,  if  the  Senators  from  the 
States  affected  by  it  are  all  satisfied,  I  am  sure 
I  am  not  going  to  fret  myself  about  it.  But  I 
think  if  I  were  in  their  place  I  would  not  be 
satisfied. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  ask  if,  by  the  terms  of 
the  Texas  charter,  these  lands  are  first  to  be 
applied  to  the  road  in  Texas,  is  not  that  in  the 
nature  of  an  existing  incumbrance,  and  will 
not  .any  subsequent  mortgage  put  upon  these 
lands  by  the  Texas  Pacific  company  be  sub- 
ject to  the  preexisting  conditions  imposed  by 
the  Texas  law?  The  purchaser  is  bound  to 
take  notice  of  existing  incumbrances. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  brings  up  precisely 
the  question  we  were  discussing  yesterday  in 
regard  to  the  effect  of  this  charter  itself, 
whether  the  mortgagee  takes  a  risht  in  the 
lands  against  the  u  nited  States,  although  the 
road  may  not  be  completed,  or  whether  he 
only  takes  an  inchoate  right,  which  cannot 


ripen  into  anything  unless  the  conditions  shall 
be  complied  with  on  which  the  title  of  the 
company  to  a  patent  from  the  United  States 
depends.  That  is  making  the  same  question 
on  the  Texas  grant.  We  do  not  know  hqw 
that  is.  Certainly,  if  the  Texas  grant  is  con- 
ditional that  the  company  shall  have  no  inter- 
est in  the  land  until  the  road  is  madf>,  I  would 
agree  with  the  Senator  from  Indiana ;  but  I 
do  not  know  how  it  is. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  ask  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana and  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  look  at  the 
sixth  section  of  the  original  act — 

"  That  the  riehtfi.  lan^s,  land  irraQta.  franchlBes, 
privilegos,  andappurtenaDces,  and  property  of  every 
description,  belonging  to  each  of  the  consolidated 
or  purchased  railroad  company  or  companies,  as 
herein  provided,  shall  vestin  and  become  absolutely 
the  property  of  the  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Company : 
Provided^  That  in  all  contracts  made  and  entered 
into  by  said  company,  with  any  and  all  other  rail- 
road company  or  companies,  to  perfect  such  afore- 
said consolidation  or  purchase,  the  indebtedness 
or  other  legal  obligations  of  said  company  or  oom- 

Sanies  shall  be  assumed  by  the  said  Texas  Pacific 
.ailroad  Company  as  may  be  agreed  npon,  and  no 
such  consolidation  or  purchase  shall  impair  any 
lien  which  may  exist  on  any  of  the  railroads  so 
consolidated  or  purchased.'' 

This  imposed  upon  this  company  all  the 
terms  and  conditions  that  were  previously 
imposed  upon  the  other  companies. 

Mr.  MORTON.  And  that  would  be  the 
effect  of  it  now,  would  it  not? 

Mr.  SCOTT.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  ask  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  if  he  knows  whether 
this  company  are  now  claiming  the  lands  of 
the  Memphis  and  £1  Pasograut? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not 
know  whether  there  is  an  actual  consolidation 
or  not;  but  if  there  has  been,  they  are  sub- 
ject to  all  the  obligations  imposed  on  that 
company ;  if  there  has  not  been,  they  will  be 
when  they  do  consolidate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  think  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  if  be  will  look  at  that  language 
again,  will  hardly  construe  it  as  he  does.  What 
is  it  that  they  are  to  do  when  they  consolidate 
with  this  company?  In  the  first  place,  we  do 
not  know  exactly  about  the  consolidation, 
where  they  are  to  get  authority,  and  what 
authority  is  given  by  the  State  of  Texas  for 
one  of  her  corporations  to  consolidate  with 
this.  We  cannot  give  authority  that  would  be 
sufficient,  but  the  State  of  Texas  must  also 
sive  authority,  and  we  .do  not  know  what  that 
IS.  Now,  what  is  the  particular  language 
there  ?  ^^  Pay  all  debts  and  lawful  obligations," 
is  it  not? 

Mr.  SCOTT.     No: 

"That  in  all  contracts  made  and  entered  into  by 
said  company  with  any  and  all  other  railroad  com- 
pany or  companies,  to  perfect  such  aforesaid  con- 
solidation or  parcnase,  the  indebtedness  or  other 
legal  obligations  of  said  company  or  onmpanies  shall 
be  assumed  by  the  said  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany." 

Mr.  THURMAN.  What  is  meant  by  "  in- 
debtedness ?*'  Certainly  the  ri^ht  the  com- 
pany has  to  make  a  railroad  and  its  contingent 
right  on  making  that  railroad  to  receive  cer- 
tain lands  is  not  an  indebtedness  of  the  com- 
pany. What  are  its  *Megal  obligations/'  the 
next  term  ?  I  take  it  it  is  not  the  legal  obli- 
gation of  the  company  to  make  the  road. 

Mr.'  SCOTT.  Anything  it  is  bound  by  law 
to  do. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  is  not  bound  by  law 
to  make  it.  It  may  forfeit  its  charter  for  nou- 
user  by  not  "making  it,  but  no  action  would  lie 
against  it  for  not  making  it.  But  when  we 
speak  of  a  legal  obligation,  we  speak  of  that 
which  may  be  enforced  hy  some  remedy  known 
to  the  courts.  Here  is  a  company  chartered  to 
to  make  a  railroad.  That  gives  it  the  franchise 
to  make  a  railroad ;  but  it  is  under  no  legal 
obligation  to  make  the  road ;  no  action  will 
lie  against  it  for  not  making  the  road.  The 
only  effect  of  its  not  making  it  is  that  its 
charter  may  be  forfeited  for  non-nser  or  non-^ 
compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  grant.* 
I  think  it  would  be  straining  these  words  a  great 
deal  to  say  that  this  company  by  assuming 
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the  iDdebtedness  or  other  legal  obligations  of 
the  company  with  which  they  consolidated, 
have  thereby  become  under  any  legal  obliga- 
Uons  to  build  the  road.     It  seems  to  me  so. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  They  will  not  gel  the  lands 
until  they  build  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  They  cannot  get  the 
lands  until  they  build  it.  That  is  very  true  if 
the  Texas  act  is  as  is  assumed  here,  but  how 
that  is  I  do  not  know. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  can  say  to 
the  Senator  that  the  receiver  of  the  El  Paso 
company  has  now  a  suit  pending  in  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  lands 
granted  to  that  company.  The  company  ob- 
tained a  judgment  in  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  in  Texas  against  the  State  of 
Texas  for,  I  suppose,  eight  or  nine  million 
acres  of  land.  That  suit  is  now  pending  in 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  company  has  not  built  one  solitary  mile 
of  road. 

Now  Senators  tell  me  that  these  things  can- 
not be  done,  that  you  cannot  mortgage  the 
land  and  take  it  away  from  the  State  of  Texas 
without  her  consent,  without  building  the 
road  :  but  we  see  that  it  has  been  attempted, 
and  I  am  afraid  the  attempt  will  be  success 
ful.  I  apprehend  that  the  company  will  gain 
that  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  That  is  my  judgment,  because  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  has  been  foreclosed,  by 
the  way  in  which  the  case  was  presented  in 
the  court  below. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  here  an  act  passed 
by  the  Legislature  of  Texas,  the  last  one  on 
this  subject.  It  is  in  regard  to  the  land  sub- 
sidies granted  to  the' two  companies;  first  to 
the  Trans- Continental,  which  passes  directly 
over  the  ground  occupied  originally  by  the 
Memphis  and  El  Paso  road,  and  then  to  the 
Southern  Pacific,  which  passes  over  the  ground 
occupied  by  this  line,  the  thirty-second  par- 
allel line.  In  the  acts  to  which  this  is  an 
amendment  the  two  companies  were  required 
to  unite  at  a  point  east  of  the  Trinity  river,  I 
should  think  four  hundred  and  fifty  miles  from 
the  beginning  point,  both  roads  running  through 
a  very  fine  section  of  Country  and  starting  about 
a  degree  of  latitude  apart.  Now  this  amend- 
atory act  proposes  to  oblige  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  to  meet  the  other 
at  the  town  of  Dallas.  It  does  not  mention 
the  town  of  Dallas ;  I  do  not  think  it  would 
have  passed  the  Legislature  if  it  had  been 
publicly  known  what  the  object  of  the  amend- 
ment was;  but  it  says,  **  Within  three  miles 
of  the  junction  of  the  Clear  and  West  forks 
of  the  Trinity  river."  We  know  where  that 
is.  Then  again  it  says:  ** crossing  the  Hous- 
ton and  Texas  Central  within  one  mile  of 
Bronder's  Spring.''  I  do  not  suppose  there 
is  one  man  in  a  thousand  in  that  region  of 
country  who  knows  where  Brooder's  Spring  is; 
but  from  information  it  is  said  to  be  about  a 
mile  from  the  town  of  Dallas.  It  is  by  enact- 
ments of  that  sort  that  these  things  are  at- 
tempted to  be  carried. 

Now,  mark  you,  Mr.  President,  if  this 
amendment  prevails  as  recommended  by  the 
committee  and  asked  for  by  the  company,  they 
are  authorized  to  operate  under  this  charter 
granted  by  Congress,  and  then  take  all  the 
privileges  and  all  the  rights  guarantied  to  the 
Texas  companies.  They  may  take  their  choice 
of  companies,  just  as  many  companies  as  they 
may  make  arrangements  with  or  buy  out; 
they  mav  make  their  election  as  to  the  charter 
under  which  they  will  operate. 

After  the  passage  of  the  bill  in  Texas  to 
which  I  have  referred,  it  became  necessary  to 
have  this  charter  changed  so  as  to  conform  to 
it ;  and  that  is  the  difficulty  I  understand  now 
in  the  way  of  building  the  road.  They  tell  me 
the  great  difficulty  is  that  the  Texas  charter 
requires  that  the  roads  shall  unite  at  Dallas, 
'and  this  one  is  confined  to  the  thirty  second 
parallel,  and  hence  the  conflict.  Now,  the  main 
'^  of  this  bill  in  regard  to  the  change  of 
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line  is  to  get  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad 
changed  to  the  town  of  Dallas,  which  takes  it 
fully  a  degree  out  of  its  course.  I  have  a  map 
here  which  can  be  referred  to.  It  is  about 
sixty  or  seventy  miles,  according  to  my  recol- 
lection. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Senators  who  have  this  bill  in  charge  to  an 
amendment  which  I  have  drawn  up,  to  which 
I  think  there  can  be  no  possible  objection,  and 
which  will  remove  all  difficulty  about  this  point 
and  will  allow  this  company,  after  the  roads 
chartered  to  be  made  by  these  other  companies 
according  to  their  charter  shall  have  been 
made,  if  there  be  any  surplus  lands  or  effects, 
to  mortgage  them.  It  is  to  secure,  in  the  first 
place,  the  application  of  those  grants  to  the 
purpose  for  wnich  they  were  made,  to  wit,  the 
construction  of  the  railroads  provided  for  in 
those  particular  charters  of  the  States  or  by 
whomsoever  the  charters  were  granted.  Its 
object  is  to  secure  that  and  to  limit  the  mort- 
gaging power  of  this  Texas  and  Pacific  rail- 
road to  the  surplus  that  may  remain  after  those 
purposes  are  fulfilled.  It  is  admitted  on  all 
hands  that  the  grants  made  ought  to  be  applied 
for  the  purposes  for  which  tney  were  made, 
and  not  diverted  to  this  purpose.  If  that  be 
done,  I  should  have  no  further  objection.  The 
amendment  that  I  offer  is  to  add  at  the  end  of 
the  second  section  the  following  proviso  : 

Provided^  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
be  construed  to  authorise  a  diversion  of  any  lands, 
money^  or  other  property  or  effects  of  any  road  con- 
solidating with  said  Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad 
Company  frotn  the  purpose  for  which  such  lands, 
money,  or  other  propeity  or  effects  were  granted  to 
such  consolidating  company,  until  the  said  purpose 
shall  have  been  fulfilled. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to 
that. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     That  will  make  it  right. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Bore 
MAN  in  the  chair.)     If  there  be  no  objection, 
that  amendment  will  be  regarded  as  accepted. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  that  tnat  will  defeat  the 
purpose  of  this  section  in  this  way.:  if  that 
amendment  means  that  these  lands  thus  ac- 
quired shall  not  be  mortgaged  by  this  Texas 
and  Pacific  company  until  after  the  original 
work  of  the  consolidating  company  shall  have 
been  completed,  then  they  are  to  hold  these 
lands  until  after  the  time  when  they  want  to 
mortgage  them  to  raise  the  money.  Now,  it 
has  been  shown  that  if  these  lands  are  allowed 
to  be  included  in  the  single  mortgage  this  com- 
pany contemplates  making,  it  is  to  be  done 
upon  the  express  condition  that  the  funds  to 
be  derived  shall  first  be  applied  to  the  original 
work  as  contemplated  by  the  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Texas,  as  the  case  may  be.  There 
is  no  possible  danger  in  letting  it  stand  as  it 
is.  Tne  money  cannot  be  diverted  from  its 
original  purpose.  But  the  effect  of  this  amend- 
ment, if  it  means  what  I  suppose  it  is  intended 
to  mean,  is  that  they  shall  not  be  included  in 
the  mortgage  until  alter  the  original  work  is 
completed,  and  then  perhaps  it  will  be  too 
late. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  is  not  strictly 
in  order.  It  is  not  an  amendment  to  the  pend- 
ing amendment.  He  proposes  to  insert  it  at 
the  epd  of  the  section,  which  is  not  a  part  of 
the  pending  amendment,  and  therefore  it  is 
not  in  order. 

Mr.   THURMAN.     Then  I  shall  off'er  it 

Fresently,  but  we  may  as  well  discuss  it  now. 
wish  to  put  it  to  the  Senator  from  Indiana, 
does  he  want  to  give  this  Texas  and  Pacific 
company  the  right  to  mortgage  property  when 
it  cannot  use  the  proceeds  of  the  mortgage  of 
that  property  7  He  surely  does  not  want  to 
do  that.  We  have  been  told  all  the  while  that 
there  is  no  danser  in  this  at  all,  because  if  the 
company  should  mortgage  the  property  it  could 
not  use  the  proceeds  without  having  built  the 
road;  in  other  words,  that  it  must  use  the 
proceeds  in  building  the  road.  That  depends 
upon  this  Texas  charter,  which  we  have  not 


before  us.  The  whole  object  of  my  ameci- 
ment  is  to  secure  that,  to  insure  that  the  pro- 
ceeds  of  the  grants  by  the  Stale  of  Texas  shaT 
be  applied  to  the  building  of  the  Texas  road, 
and,  if  there  are  other  graots  io  regkxd  u 
other  roads  made  by  other  States,  that  thtj 
shall  in  like  manner  be  applied.  There  is  li 
concealment  about  this  thin^.  There  is  i  v 
trap  in  it.  It  is  just  a  plain,  boneat  proviso  a 
to  preveat  the  grant  from  being  diverted  frcioi 
the  purpose  for  which  it  waa  made.  Thai  i* 
all  there  is  of  it,  and  I  cannot  ooaceive  wnj 
it  should  be  opposed. 

If  this  .-oupany  is  to  make  a  mort^i^e  upon 
that  grant,  then  this  amendnaent  will  simp.? 
explain  that  mortgage,  so  that  the  mortgage 
will  know  that  he  can  take  ander  that  mort- 
gage only  subject  to  this  coodttion,  that  it  a 
to  be  applied  in  this  particuUkr  way  ;  but  I  do 
not  think  he  ought  to  take  aoy  mortgage  upos 
it  at  all  until  the  original  purpose  for  wbidi 
the  grant  was  made  shall  have  been  fulfilled. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  want  to  make  a  remark 
in  reply  to  the  Senator. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  This  dis- 
cussion is  not  in  order.  The  ameodineot  of 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  is  out  of  order  at  t2ii« 
time.  Tbe  question  is  on  the  amendment  uf 
the  committee  to  the  second  aection. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  to  amend  tk« 
amendment  of  the  committee  by  adding  after 
the  word  '*  consolidation*'  certain  words  whick 
I  have  shown  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  which  I  alao  have  rea»>a 
to  believe,  unless  I  have  greatly  misaodentood 
the  fact,  are  in  conformity  to  the  wishes,  or  at 
least  satisfactory  to  the  people  who  are  inter 
ested  in  and  are  promoting  thia  bill  aad  thi^ 
line  which  I  want  to  see  built.  Tbe  amend- 
ment is  to  add  after  the  word  ''  conaolidatioa  " 
these  words : 

And  all  such  lands  of  every  deeeription  sk&ll  b« 
subject  to  all  limitAtiona  and  oonditiona  n)w  by  Uw 
existing  in  relation  thereto :  and  thia  act  shall  l  t 
be  constmed  to  revive,  enlarge,  extend,  or  ereate  aey 
land  arant  whatever:  and  all  saeh  mortcaree  ahsJ 
be  subject  to  all  the  conditions  aod  limttatioe-*  ^ 
law  existing  in  respect  to  such  lands,  and  fhatl  c  •; 
bo  held  to  vest  any  title  in  the  mortf  aree  or  creau 
any  lien  on  such  lands  other  than  smA  eompaay 
shall  be  from  Ume  to  time  lawfully  entitled  to. 

That  is,  to  give  plain  notice  to  the  borrow- 
ers of  this  money,  so  that  there  shall  be  no 
misunderstanding,  that  their  rights  are  d^ 
pendent  upoii  the  performance  by  the  compaoT 
of  tbe  conditions  upon  which  these  land  grattj 
are  made,  and  I  am  sure  that  onght  to  be  sat- 
isfactory to  all  honest  men,  and  I  have  bo 
doubt  the  promoters  of  this  line  are  hone>: ; 
and,  as  I  say,  I  have  reason  to  believe  that 
that  is  precisely  what  they  are  willing  to  hare 
said  plainly,  because  all  say  that  is  what  the/ 
want  to  do. 

Mr.  CASSGRLY.  I  wish  the  Seervtarr 
would  read  the  last  clause  of  the  ameadmao; 
again.     I  think  it  is  somewhat  obacare. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

And  all  snob  mortgafee  shall  be  rabieet  to  all  U« 
conditions  and  limitations  bv  law  existing  in  ntv*^^ 
to  such  lands,  and  shall  not  be  held  to  vest  any  tiUe 
in  the  mortgagee  or  create  any  lien  upon  each  lar^ 
other  than  such  company  shall  be  from  time  to  tist 
lawfully  entitled  to. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  It  seems  to  me  that  tbe 
clause  commencing  at  the  word  '*  other  *^  to 
the  end  of  the  amendment  is  noi  explicit 
enough,  and  certainly  I  do  not  precisely  ander- 
stand  in  what  way  it  strengthens,  or  indeed  coa- 
sists  with  the  rest  of  the  amend m^il,  which  I 
heartily  agree  to.  It  aeema  to  me  that  what 
the  author  of  the  amendment  moat  have  io- 
tended  was  that  there  shonld  be  no  n;g:bi 
acquired  under  a  mortgage  inconsistent  w:;h. 
or  larger  than  those  '*  conditions  and  Limita- 
tions''  would  permit. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Veiywell;  tbatis  plaialr 
what  is  meant;  and  that  is  plainly  what  u 
said,  only  it  uses  other  words.  The  langaag? 
is  :  '*  other  than  such  company  shall  be  froa 
time  to  time  lawfully  entitled  to.*'  I  ased 
that  phraseology  at  the  suggestion  of  my  friesi 
from  Pennsylvania,  different  a  little  fnm  vast 
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[bad  used  myself,  in  order  to  have  it  plainly 
ippear  in  that  statement,  ae  I  wish  it  should, 
that  the  company  may  mortgage  all  its  incho* 
ate  rights  ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  not  entitled  to 
these  lands  by  law  which  Texas  has  granted, 
if  you  please,  except  upon  certain  conditions, 
that  it  shall  build  so  much  road  from  time  to  time, 
whatever  it  may  be  ;  and  so  of  what  we  have 
granted.     Now  I  am  entirely  willing  that  this 
company  should  mortgage,  and  it  is  proper 
that  it  snould,  I  think,  whatever  right  it  has  to 
those  lands,  subject  on  the  part  of  the  com* 
pany  and  on  the  part  of  the  creditor  who  lends 
the  money,  as  between  them  and  the  public, 
that  the  company  shall  carry  out  the  stipulations 
it   has  entered  into,  and  if  it  does  not,  then 
they  do  not  get  the  land ;  and  so  I  use  the  words 
^^  from  time  to  time  become  lawfully  entitled 
to,"  in  order  to  show  that  as  the  act  provides 
that  thej[  may  from  time  to  time  become  law- 
fully entitled  to  lands  to  which  thev  are  not 
now  at  this  moment  lawfully  entitled,  because 
they  have  not  performed  the  conditions,  the 
mortgage  shall  cover  all  those  inchoate  rights 
nnd  not  go  beyond  ;  so  that  the  creditors  will 
not  come  bock  to  us  and  say,  '*  You,  gentle* 
men  of  Congress,  have  authorized  this  ^ecific 
mortgage,  and  in  it  you  have  said  nothing 
about  your  eld  conditional  reserved  rights  of 
Laving  performance,  and  therefore  we  have  a 
right  to  the  land  whether  the  company  has 
performed  or  not.''     That  is  not  what  these 
(gentlemen  ask  for,  if  I  understand  it,  and  it 
certainly  is  not  right.     Nobody  would  think 
of  allowing  a  mortgage  on  lands  of  the  United 
States,  except  where  those  lauds  are  to  be 
devoted  to  this  purpose,  and  if  they  are  not 
devoted  to  this  purpose  and  the  road  built, 
then  the  lands  are  still  to  belong  to  the  Unitea 
States. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  purpose  of  the  Senator 
from  Vermont  is  to  make  explicit,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  what  is  already  understood  to  be  the 
existing  law  with  reference  to  these  lands ; 
that  is,  that  the  company  by  executing  a  mort- 
gage shall  vest  no  greater  right  or  title  in  the 
mortgagee  than  it  is  itself  at  the  time  of  execut- 
ing the  mortgage  possessed  of,  or  may  there- 
after, by  complying  with  the  conditions,  from 
time  to  time  become  entitled  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  it. 
Mr.  SCOTT.  The  only  suggestion  which 
strikes  me  after  hearing  it  read  at  the  desk  is 
that  the  language  perhaps  might  need  to  be  so 
altered  as  to  convey  this  idea:  that  the  existing 
rights  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  mort- 
gage shall  be  absolutely  vested  in  the  mort- 
gagee, the  rights  to  the  extent  they  are  then 
acquired  and  such  rights  as  shall  thereafter  be 
from  time  to  time  acquired. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  say.*' is  or  may 
become  lawfully  enti'led  to.''  That  would  do 
it  without  any  question.  I  will  make  that 
modification  with  pleasure. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  From  a  pretty  large  ex- 
perience in  drafting  railroad  mortgages,  I  sug- 
gest to  my  friend  from  Pennsylvania  to  be 
very  careful  how  he  puts  in  there  *'  shall  be 
vested  iti  the  mortgagee."  In  every  one  of 
these  cases  the  railroad  company  is  compelled 
to  reserve  the  right  to  sell  the  lands.  If  you 
vest  them  absolutely  in  the  mortgagee,  the 
coin|>any  may  be  deprived  of  the  power  to 
turn  these  very  lands  into  money.  In  every 
case  of  a  railroad  mortgage  of  large  bodies 
of  land  like  this  the  Senator  will  find  there  is 
a  reservatioa  of  the  right  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances to  sell  the  land,  the  proceeds  to 
be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  mortgage  lis  a 
security. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  It  would  be  inconsistent  with 
the  terms  of  this  provision  to  prohibit  the  sale, 
because  the  purpose  is  to  authorize  the  sale  in 
order  to  raise  the  money. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  think  the  whole  amend- 
meut  is  unnecessary. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  think  so,  too,  but  it  is  to 
make  clear  what  we  all  understand  to  be  the 
law. 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
Senator  from  Vermont. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  should  like  to  have  it 
reported  when  it  is  put  into  shape. 

Mr.    EDMUNDS.     I    have    modified  the 

amendment  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Senator 

from  Pennsylvania,  and  also  of  the  Senator 

from  California,  so  as  to  relieve  it  from  doubt 

on  these  words.     I  will  read  that  part  of  the 

clause : 

And  all  auoh  mortcaces  shall  be  subject  to  all 
cooditiona  and  limitations  bv  law  existing  in  respect 
to  such  lands,  and  shall  not  bo  held  to  vest  any  title 
in  the  mortgairee  or  oreate  any  lien  on  euoh  lands 
other  than  such  company  is  or  may  become  lawfully 
entitled  to  vest  or  create. 

That  is,  lawfully  entitled  to  vest  a  title  or 
create  a  lien  upon. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
as  modified. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  seems  to  me  that  is 
only  leaving  the  obscurity  just  as  it  is.  We 
want  to  say  that  they  are  not  lawfully  enti- 
tled to  create  any  lien  except  upon  the  inchoate 
title  the  company  Ivas,  and  which  can  only 
become  perfect  by  its  compliance  j  and  now  if 
I  understand  that  amendment  as  it  is  read,  it 
simply  says  that  they  may  create  a  lien  upon 
such  title  as  they  lawfully  have,  without  saying 
what  it  is.  It  seems  to  me  to  lead  to  juA 
exactly  the  construction  we  deprecate. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  the  amendment  can  have 
any  effect  at  all,  it  will  be  an  effect  that  is  not 
anticipated.  It  is  not  necessary  to  pass  a  law 
that  a  mortgagor  cannot  mortgage  any  greater 
interest  than  he  has.  I  hope  the  amendment 
will  not  be  adopted,  because  if  it  is  to  have 
any  effect  at  all,  it  must  be  an  effect  that  is  not 
anticipated. 

Mr.  ED.MUNDS.  I  wish  to  ask  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  a  question,  if  he  will  be  good 
enough  ^o  listen  to  me.  I  wish  to  ask  him  to 
tell  the  Senate  whether  he  means  to  leave  it 
open  to  any  doubt  as  to  what  shall  be  the  rights 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  State  of  Texas, 
if  you  please,  or  the  United  States  alone,  as 
between  it  and  the  people  to  whom  this  mort- 
gage may  be  made,  respecting  the  right  to 
these  lands  if  this  company  shall  fail  to  con- 
form to  the  conditions  which  the  law  has  im- 
posed upon  them  in  respect  to  creating  a  right 
to  those  lands  in  them? 

Mr.  MORTON.  Certainly  I  would  not  leave 
any  doubt,  and  I  do  not  tnink  there  is  any. 
What  I  said  was,  if  that  amendment  is  to  have 
any  different  effect  from  the  law  as  it  now 
stands  under  the  charter,  it  must  be  an  effect 
that  is  not  anticipated  or  stated. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  desire  it  to  have 
any  different  effect  from  what  the  law  is  as  it 
now  stands  under  the  charter;  but  here  we 
are  passing  a  second  and  additional  law,  which 
is  later  than  the  charter,  and  it  is  perfectly  in 
our  power  if  we  desire  to  do  so,  and  say  so  in 
the  act,  to  throw  up  these  lands  altogether,  and 
say  they  may  have  them,  and  do  what  they  please 
with  them,  and  build  no  road,  is  it  not?  I  had 
supposed  it  was  within  the  legislative  power  in 
a  later  act,  which  was  to  supersede  a  former 
one,  to  waive  some  condition  which  existed  in 
the  former  one.  I  have  had  that  impression. 
If  I  am  wrong  the  Senator  from  Indiana  will 
correct  me ;  but  that  is  what  I  have  been  taught 
about  legislation. 

Now,  we  are  passing  a  fresh  act  giving  this 
company  fresh  and  new  and  different  rights  in 
respect  to  executing  mortgages  upon  liiese 
lands.  The  language  which  is  used  in  this  bill 
does  not  say  one  way  or  the  other,  in  terms, 
what  effect  these  mortgages  are  to  have  upon 
the  lands  which  have  thus  been  conditionally 
granted,  but  it  does  say,  without  any  limitation 
or  qualification,  that  they  may  mortgage  all 
these  lands  of  every  desciiption ;  and  then  it 
says  in  the  next  section  that  those  mortgages 
shall  be  effectual  to  convey  all  the  rights  and 
property  of  the  conipany  as  therein  expressed ; 
that  is  to  say,  that  whatever  the  mortgage  may 


say  is  conveyed  shall  be  conveyed.  If  the 
mortgage  therefore  says  we  absolutely  convey 
these  lands  which  are  described,  subject  to  the 
payment  of  the  money  only,  then  the  law  steps 
in,  according  to  this  bill,  and  says  they  are  ab- 
solutely conveyed.  I  say  that  raises  a  great 
doubt  at  any  rate  as  to  what  these  creditors 
will  understand  this  law  to  mean,  whether  we 
have  waived  our  rights  or  not.  It  is  to  cure 
this  doubt  and  to  express  in  terms  that  we 
intend  to  hold  to  the  original  conditions,  and 
that  they  must  take  their  security  subject  to 
the  original  conditions,  that  I  offer  this  amend- 
ment. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion now  recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee as  amended. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  move  to  amend 
the  amendment,  in  the  thirteentl^ line,  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  ''any  arrangement  or  pur- 
chase or"  and  substituting  the  word  'Hhe." 
.  It  now  reads  as  follows: 

And  all  or  any  portion  of  the  lands  acquired  by 
any  arrangement  or  purchase  or  terms  of  consolid- 
ation with  any  railroad  oompany,  ke. 

It  will  tben  read: 

And  all  or  any  portion  of  the  lands  aeqaired  by 
the  terms  of  consolidation  with  any  railroad  com- 
pany, Ac. 

The  policy  of  the  Government  has  been 
.that  nobody  shall  own  lands  except  the  set- 
tlers. It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  company 
to  become  a  land  company. 

Mr.  POMEitOY.  I  think  that  amendment 
is  right. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  As  the  section 
now  reads  it  would  be  a  very  strong  intend- 
ment that  they  had  a  right  to  hold  land  by 
purchase.  I  believe  the  amendment  which  I 
offer  is  not  objectionable  to  the  promoters  of 
the  bill. 

Mr.  SCOTT.    I  do  not  see  any  objection  \ 
to  it. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  There  is  another 
amendment  in  the  sixteenth  line  to  which  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania, and  I  think  he  suggested  a  modifica- 
tion which  I  have  not  got  The  amendment, 
which  occurred  to  me  as  being  proper,  was  to 
strike  out  the  words  *'  previous  to  any  such 
arrangement  or  consolidation,"  and  to  insert 
^'previous  to  the  Ist  of  July,  1872."  There 
was  some  other  modification  that  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  suggested. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  suggested,  for  the  purpose 
of  meeting  the  objection  which  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  and  others  made,  that  there  was 
no  limitation  of  time  for  the  operation  of  this 
provision,  instead  of  saying  the  1st  of  July, 
1872,  to  say  **  previous  to  any  such  arrange* 
ment  or  consolidation^  and  within  the  time 
limited  for  the  completion  of  the  road,"  which 
is  ten  years. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Ihave  noobjec- 
tion  to  that. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Is  that  ac- 
ceptable to  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.    That  is  acceptable. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  the  amendment  of  the  committee 
as  originallv  reported  will  be  so  modified. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  suggest  to 
the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  whether  the 
word  '*  purchased,"  in  the  seventeenth  line, 
ought  not  to  be  stricken  out  to  make  it  con- 
form to  the  amendment  made  in  the  thirteenth 
line? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  word  ''purchased,"  in 
the  twelfth  line,  refers  to  the  purchase  by  this 
company,  but  in  the  seventeenth  line  it  refers 
to  purchases  that  may  have  been  made  by  the 
companies  with  which  it  is  consolidated  prior 
to  that  time.  I  do  not  think  it  is  necessary  to 
strike  that  out  to  make  it  accord  with  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey. 
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Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Is  it  not  in  ref- 
erence to  the  same  thing? 

Mr.  SCOTT.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  FRELINGHDYSBN.  It  is  not  a  repe- 
tition of  the  same  thing.  It  is  sabject*  to  the 
criticism,  however,  that  this  other  company 
may  have  purchased  ;  but  I  suppose  that  wiU 
depend  npon  the  charter  of  that  other  com- 
pany,  which  is  not  now  before  us. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  It  seems  to  me 
to  be  reciting  substantially  what  had  been 
strieken  out  in  the  other  part. 

Mr.  FRBLINGHUYSEN.  No.  The  word 
'^purchase,''  as  it  occurs  in  the  thirteenth 
line,  refers  to*  any  arrangement  or  purchase 
made  by  this  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany. In  the  seventeenth  line,  the  word 
** purchased"  refers  to  purchases  made  by 
companies  with  which  they  consolidate,  and 
their  right  to  purchase  must  depend  upon 
their  existing  .charters,  which  are  not  before 
us. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion now  recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  com- 
mittee as  amended. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  ask  that  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  may  be 
read  once  more,  or  rather  let  the  whole  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  be  read  as  amended. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  amendment  of  the 
committee,  as  now  amended,  reads: 

And  all  or  any  portion  of  the  lands  required  by 
the  terms  of  consolidation  lawfully  anthorixed  by 
said  aot  of  March  3,  1871.  with  any  railroad  company 
or  compauiea  to  whom  vrants  of  lands  may  have  been 
made  or  may  hereafter  be  made  by  any  congressional. 
State,  or  territorial  authority,  or  who  may  have  pur- 
chased the  same  previous  to  any  such  arrangement 
or  consolidation  and  within  the  time  limited  for  the 
completion  of  the  road,  and  all  such  lands  of  every 
description,  shall  be  subject  to  all  limitations  ana 
conditions  now  by  law  existing  in  relation  thereto; 
and  this  act  shall  not  be  construed  to  revive,  enlarge, 
extend,  or  create  any  land  grant  whatever;  and  all 
such  mortgages  shall  be  subject  to  all  the  conditions 
and  limitations  by  law  existing  in  respect  to  such 
,  lands,  and  shall  not  be  held  to  vest  any  title  in  the 
mortgagee  or  create  any  lien  on  such  lands  other  than 
such  company  is  or  may  become  lawfully  entitled  to 
vest  or  create. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  wish  to  move  an  amend- 
ment to  that  amendment.  This  amendment 
has  been  amended  by  inserting  after  the  word 
**  consolidation,"  in  the  fourteenth  line,  the 
words  'Mawfully  authorized  by  said  act  of 
March  8,  1871.'^  I  move  to  amend  by  insert- 
ing alter  the  word  '*by,"  in  the  amendment 
which  has  been  made,  the  words  *Mhe  fourth 
section  of;**  so  that  it  will  read.  *' lawfully 
authorized  by  the  fourth  section  of  said  act  of 
March  8,  1871 ;  '*  and  I  will  state  the  reason 
of  it. 

It  has  been  assumed  in  the  debate  that  this 
company  is  limited  in  its  power  of  consolida- 
tion to  certain  companies  that  were  in  exist- 
ence at  the  time  that  the  charter  was  passed. 
That  has  been  assumed  to  be  the  fact,  and  that 
that  limitation  is  by  the  terms  of  the  fourth 
section  of  the  charter ;  but  some  obscurity  is 
thrown  upon  that  by  the  terms  of  the  eleventh 
section  of  the  charter,  and  it  may  be  a  question 
whether  or  not  the  eleventh  section  dues  not 
enlarge  the  power  of  consolidation  of  the  com- 
pany. I  do  not  think  it  was  the  intention  of 
Congress  to  do  so,  and  I  do  not  think  that 
properly  construed  the  eleventh  section  has 
that  effect ;  but  to  avoid  all  doubt  about  it,  I 
wish  to  limit  that,  or  make  it  precise,  by  say- 
ing '^  the  fourth  section  of  the  act  of  March  3, 
1^71."  The  power  of  consolidation  expressly 
given  to  this  company,  the  Texas  Pacific,  is 
given  by  the  fourth  section  in  this  charter: 

**That  the  said  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
shall  have  power  and  lawful  authority  to  purchase 
the  stock,  land  grants,  franchise,  and  appurtenances 
of,  and  consolidate  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  parties,  with  any  railroad  com- 
pany or  companies  heretofore  chartered  bv  congres- 
sional. State,  or  territorial  authority,  on  the  route 
prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  this  act';  but  no 
such  consolidation  shall  be  with  any  competing 
through  line  of  railroads  to  the  Pacific  ocean." 

There  is  the  express  limitation  of  the  power. 
In  fact,  without  that  it  would  have  no  power 
to  consolidate.    This  is  the  enabling  act,  and 


it  enables  it  to  consolidate  only  with  companies 
theretofore  chartered. 

The  eleventh  section,  in  the  minds  of  some 
Senators,  is  capable  of  a  more  enlarged  inter- 
pretation, though  I  do  not  think  myself  that 
that  was  the  intention  of  Congress.  I  think 
that  was  intended  to  be  subordinate  to  the 
fourth  section,  without  which  there  would 
properly  be  no  power  to  consolidate  at  all. 
Therefore,  to  make  the  amendment  harmon- 
ious with  the  charter,  and  exactly  what  it  ought 
to  be,  I  move  to  insert  the  words  *'the  fourth 
section  of." 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  If  there  be 
no  objection,  that  verbal  amendment  will  be 
made.  If  there  be  objection,  however,  the 
Chair  will  state  that  it  is  not  strictly  in  order. 
The  words  proposed  to  be  amended  having 
been  inserted  by  vote  of  the  Senate,  are  not 
susceptible  of  amendment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  You  cannot  strike  out 
what  has  been  inserted  unless  you  include 
something  else. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  can  be 
added  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  only  wish  to  express  the 
hope,  if  the  Senator  from  Ohio  holds  that  he 
does  not  consider  this  amendment  necessary, 
that  when  this  is  adopted  we  shall  be  done 
T^ith  unnecessary  amendments.  I  do  not  see 
any  other  clause  of  the  charter  which  author- 
izes consolidation  except  the  fourth  section, 
although  I  have  not  looked  through  it  care- 
fully for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  These  railroad  charters, 
especially  those  that  have  these  great  land 
grants  in  them,  are  such  insidious  things  that 
i  like  to  watch  them  very  closely,  and  leave 
nothing  to  implication  or  construction. 

The  PRESmiNG  OFFICER.  Is  the  amend- 
ment objected  to  7 

Mr.  SCOTT.    I  do  not  see  any  objection 

^The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If 'there  be 
no  objection,  that  verbal  amendment  "will  be 
made. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  object  to  it,  agree- 
ing with  the  Senator  that  it  leaves  the  rights  of 
the  company  just  where  they  were  before. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  oues- 
tion  now  recurs  on  the  amendment  oi  the 
committee,  as  amended. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Let  it  be  read  as  it  now 
stands. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

And  all  or  any  portion  of  the  lands  acquired  by 
the  terms  of  consolidation  lawfully  authorised  by 
the  fourth  section  of  said  act  of  March  3, 1871,  with 
any  railroad  company  or  companies  to  whom  grants 
of  land  may  have  been  made,  or  may  hereafter  be 
made,  by  any  congressional,  State,  or  territorial 
authority,  or  who  may  have  pnrehased  the  same 
previous  to  any  such  arrangement  or  consolidation 
and  within  the  time  limited  for  the  completion  of  the 
road,  and  all  such  lands  of  every  description  shall 
be  subject  to  all  limitations  and  conditions  now  by 
law  existing  in  relation  thereto ;  and  this  act  shall 
not  be  construed  to  revive,  enlarge,  extend,  or  cre- 
ate any  land  grant  whatever,  and  all  such  mortgages 
shall  be  subject  to  all  conditions  and  limitations  by 
law  existing  in  respect  to  such  lands*  and  shall  not 
be  held  to  vest  any  title  in  the  mortgagee  or  create 
any  lien  on  suoh  lands  other  than  such  company  is 
or  may  become  lawfully  entitled  to  vest  or  create. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  now  suggest,  as  we  have  the 
bill  with  the  amendments  printed  before  us, 
that  we  go  back  to  the  amendments  of  the 
committee  that  were  not  acted  upon  yesterday, 
and  were  not  then  proposed,  and  act  npon 
them,  so  that  we  shall  progress  regularly  with 
the  Bill.  The  word  *^ southern''  in  the  name 
of  the  company  occurs  several  times  in  the 
first  section  and  also  in  the  second  section, 
and  in  section  five,  page  8,  and  the  committee 
recommend  that  it  be  stricken  out. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  the  Secretary  will  go  back  and 
report  the  amendments  of  tJie  committee  as 
they  now  appear  in  the  reprint  of  the  bill. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  committee  propose, 
in  lines  four  and  five  of  the  first  section  of  the 
bill,  to  Btnke  out  the  word  ^'  Bonthem''  in  the 


ti  tie  of  the  road ,  and  also  the  same  amendacr  . 
in  the  first  line  of  the  second  aection  sod  i^-  ^ 
first  line  of  the  fifth  aectioa. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  ihen  > 
no  objection,  these  rerbal  amendments  i^j 
be  regarded  as  agreed  to,  aod  they  are  sfre?: 
to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  sectioo  tvi. 

line  four,  after  the  word  ''  land,''  to  iosfrrtv.' 

words  ^*not  exceeding   $40,000  per  m\lt  u 

said  road  ;"  so  that  the  section  will  read: 

That  the  said  The  Texas  Pacific  BaiUftr  C..-Z- 
pany  shall  have  power  and  authority  to  iant  i'.* 
construction  and  land  bonds  antheriMd  hf  ti: 
eleventh  section  of  said  act  of  iocorporsti«9  rr 
such  amounts,  not  ezceedine  $40,000  per  mile  of  >l  i 
road,  as  said  company  may  daem  needfal  to  prt)>i> 
for  the  oonstraetion  and  eqaipmeni  of  its  liae.  iz. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  observe  that  the  words  •  •>? 
constrnction  bonds"  ought  to  be  inserted  then*, 
because  the  limitation  is  for  $2  60  ao  ser« 
for  the  land  bonds.  It  should  read,  "r<<M 
exceeding  $40,000  per  mile  for  said  rod 
of  construction  bonds." 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  verba! 
modification  will  be  made,  if  there  be  rj 
objection. 

The  amendment,a8  modified, was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Ch^l- 
will  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  tLtt 
his  amendment  at  the  end  of  the  secood  sec- 
tion would  now  be  in  order. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  seems  to  be  the  o^y 
ion  of  those  who  fiivor  the  amendment  tf  &:  i 
is  embraced  within  what  was  offered  by  tk 
Senator  from  Vermont,  and  therefore  I  §lui 
not  offer  it. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  «m 
in  section  three,  line  six,  after  the  vori« 
'*  provided,  that."  to  strike  out  the  w>ri* 
**.  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of;'*  so  that  b« 
proviso  will  read : 

Provided,  That  the  aforesaid  bonds  and  theut'ti  r- 
ized  capital  stock,  or  the  proeeeds  thweof,  i^H  b> 
applied  only  for  the  purpose  of  secarioc  tfaeca 
stmction.  fto. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  deiir^  fi 
offer  an  amendment  to  the  third  sectioa  of  M^ 
bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Cb^- 
will  suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Texas  tla: 
we  are  not  through  with  the  amesdmeo'^ 
reported  by  the  committee. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  Is  it  propottd 
to  go  through  with  the  amendments  of  '£« 
committee  first?  I  thought  the  bill  was  to  b» 
taken  up  by  sections. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  alkv 
us  to  go  through  with  the  amendments  of  tk 
committee. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  U  osa 
to  dispose  oftbe  amendments  of  the  comiBiuet 
first. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas,  I  will  with 
draw  my  amendment  until  the  committee  »n 
through  with  their  amendments  if  it  is  desired 
to  go  through  with  their  amendments  first  I 
did  not  know  butthat  I  might  lose  myprivil*^ 
to  offer  it  bv  allowing  the  section  to  be  passed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    Not  at  dl 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  ^ 

in  section  five,  line  aeveny  af^ertbe  word  **  Gsl>- 

fomia"   to  insert  the  words  "on  the  li»« 

authorized  by  the  original  act;"  so  that  tse 

section  will  read : 

That  the  said  Texas  and  Paeifte  BaDroad  Cd>; 
pany  shall  commence  the  oonetmetioo  of  its  ri>Mi< 
or  near  Marshall*  Texas,  and  proceed  vith  lu  c<  :- 
struction^  under  the  original  aot  aod  this  np^'^ 
ment,  or  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  derired  irea 
any  consolidation  as  aforesaid,  wcKterly  freoaFi^' 
near  Marshall  and  toward  San  Diego,  in  tb«,>~f^' 
of  California,  on  the  line  auChoriied  by  the  ofU^s*' 
act,  Ac. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  froe 
Nevada  that  the  words  **  on  the  lineaothoniw 
by  the  original  act"  are  rendered  nnnw*'" 
sary  by  the  adoption  of  the  amendment  ret^ 
ring  to  the  fourth  section  of  the  bill,  which  coo- 
fines  the  power  to  the  line  authorized  bj  tbe 
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original  act.  I  aak  him  if  he  desires  to  have 
those  words  in. 

Mr.  STKWART.  They  had  better  be  in.  It 
does  not  make  any  difference  whether  they  are 
in  or  not. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Very  well;  let  the  amend* 
naent  be  adopted. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  snggest  the 
striking  out  of  two  or  three  words  in  the  third 
section,  as  it  is  satisfactory  to  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  and  also  to  the  gentlemen  inter- 
ested in  this  bill,  to  save  all  possible  miscon* 
atrnction.  In  the  foarth  and  fifth  lines  of  the 
third  section  I  move  to  strike  out  the  words 
^'and  shall  confer  all  the  rights  and  property 
of  said  company  as  therein  expressed.''  I 
had  proposed  myself  to  leave  that  clause  and 
make  it  subject  to  the  limitations  of  the  law 
about  these  srants ;  but  it  has  been  suggested 
that  all  we  desire  is  to  have  it  carry  its  usual 
effect,  and  therefore  there  is  no  need  to  have 
those  words  in.  I  move  to  strike  them-  out, 
and  I  believe  with  the  assent  of  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  SCO  FT.  They  are  mere  surplusage, 
and  if  the  Senator  wishes  them  out  I  have  no 
objection. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
DO  objection,  those  words  will  be  stricken  out, 
and  they  are  stricken  out. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  At  the  proper  time  I 
wish  to  move  an  amendment  to  that  section 
or  an  additional  section. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  will  be 
in  order  after  we  get  through  with  the  amend- 
ments of  the  committee. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
on  page  4,  section  five,  line  sixteen,  afier  the 
word  ^*act,"  to  insert  the  following  proviso: 

Providedt  however ^  Tbat  the  said  eompany  shall 
eommenoe  the  construction  of  said  road  from  San 
Diego  eastward  within  one  year  from  the  passage  of 
this  act,  and  eonstrttct,  after  the  seoond  year,  not 
less  than  twenty-five  miles  per  annam  incontinuoos 
line  thereafter  oerween  San  Diego  and  the  Colorado 
river  until  the  junetion  is  formed  with  the  line 
from  the  Best  at  the  lattar  point,  or  eaat  thereof. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  should  like  to  know  if 
that  expresses  the  meaning  of  the  committee. 
As  it  reads  now,  it  provides  that  the  company 
shall  commence  the  construction  of  the  road 
within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act, 
and  construct  after  the  second  year  twenty- 
five  miles;  tbat  is,  it  is  to  commence  within 
one  year,  mav  do  nothing  the  second,  and  then 
in  the  year  aner  that.it  may  construct  twenty- 
five  miles. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  That  relates  only  to  the  west- 
em  terminus. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    Is  that  the  purpose? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  That  is  the  purpose.  A  pre- 
vious portion  of  the  bill  authorizes  them  to 
commence  at  the  eastern  terminus  alone  and 
construct  one  hundred  miles  a  year,  instead 
of  fifty  miles  only.  They  are  bound  now  to 
commence  at  the  eastern  terminus  and  con- 
struct one  hundred  miles  each  year,  and  they 
are  also  bound  to  commence  at  the  western 
terminus  within  one  year,  and  after  the  second 
year  to  build  twenty-five  miles  each  vear  from 
that  side,  thus  taking  upon  themselves  more 
than  they  were  at  first  required  to  complete — 
twenty-five  miles  a  year  more  after  the  second 
year. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  it  does  not  require 
them  to  build  any  until  the  third  year  from 
San  Diego  eastward. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  Senator,  I  think,  misap- 
prehends the  effect  of  the  amendment.  It  is 
that  they  shall  at  San  Diego  commence  the 
construction  of  the  road  within  one  year  from 
the  passage  of  this  act,  and  aller  the  second 
year  construct  not  less  than  twenty-five  miles 
each  year  from  that  side. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  Is  precisely  the 
point.  What  is  the  use  of  requiring  them 
to  commence  the  first  year,  if  they  are  not 
required  to  do  anything  the  second  year  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.    They  are  required  in  the  II 


second  year  to  complete  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  miles 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Not  by  this  provision. 
Is  that  by  the  original  charter  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  By  the  original  charter  they 
were  required  to  commence  at  each  end  within 
two  years,  I  believe  it  was — I  do  not  now 
exactly  remember  the  time — and  complete 
fifty  miles  each  way.  That  would  be  one  hun- 
dred miles  a  year.  Now  the  change  proposed 
is  that  they  shall  commence  at  the  eastern  term- 
inus and  construct  one  handred  miles  each 
year  from  that  terminus,  and  also  twenty-five 
miles  from  the  other  afler  the  second  year. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Making  twenty-five  more 
than  the  charter  called  for. 

Mr.  SCOTT.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Very  well. 

Mr.  CASSBRLY.  Mr.  President,  the  agree- 
ment of  the  company  with  the  United  States 
in  the  charter  of  last  year  was  distinctly  set 
forth  in  section  seventeen  of  that  charter.  It 
was  that  the  company  would  commence  to 
build  simultaneously  at  each  end,  the  western 
end  at  San  Diego  in  California,  and  the  east- 
ern end  at  or  near  Marshall  in  Texas,  and 
build  at  least  fifty  consecutive  miles  of  rail- 
road from  each  of  those  points,  and  have  that 
much  in  complete  and  running  order  within 
two  years  after  the  passage  of  the  act.  It  is 
quite  true,  as  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
says,  that  so  far  as  the  eastern  terminus  of 
the  road  is  concerned  the  company  assumes 
in  this  bill  a  larger  obligation  than  it  did  in 
the  former  bill.  Representing,  as  one  of  her 
Senators,  the  State  of  California,  however,  I 
am  interested  if  possible  to  obtain  rather  better 
terms  from  the  company  than  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  give  to  the  people  of  California  at 
that  end.  The  amendment  of  the  committee, 
so  far  as  the  California  end  of  the  road  is  con- 
eerned,  is  in  these  words: 

That  the  said  company  shall  eommenoe  the  con- 
struction of  said  road  from  San  Diego  eastward  within 
one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and  construct, 
after  the  seoond  year,  not  less  than  twenty -five  miles 
per  annum  in  eontinuons  line  thereafter  between 
San  Diego  and  the  Colorado  river. 

The  result  of  that  is.  that  the  company  has 
three  years  within  which  to  build  the  first 
twenty-five  miles  of  the  road  from  San  Diego 
coming,  this  way.  That,  as  the  Senate  will 
perceive,  is  a  very  great  departure  from  the 
original  charter.  The  original  charter  obliged 
the  company  to  build  fifty  miles  out  of  San 
Diego  coming  East  within  two  years  from  the 
passage  of  the  act.  This  bill  gives  the  com- 
pany three  years  within  which  to  build  half 
that  amount. 

I  ought  to  say,  lest  I  may  be  misunder- 
stood, that  for  a  variety  of  reasons  which  I 
have  undertaken  to  express  more  or  less  imper- 
fectly heretofore,  but  certainly  on  a  sufficient 
number  of  occasions  to  possess  the  Senate 
with  my  views,  I  am  heartily  in  favor  of  this 
road.  There  are  many  things  connected  with 
it  and  connected  with  the  extent  of  country 
which  it  is  to  traverse  on  its  way  from  New 
York  to*  San  Diego,  and  I  hope  in  time,  and 
no  great  time  either,  to  the  true  objective 
point  of  all  these  roads,  San  Francisco, 
which  lead  me  to  the  belief  that  it  is  in 
many  respects,  perhaps  in  all  essential  re- 
spects, the  most  important  Pacific  road  yet 
built  or  proposed.  I  have  every  reason  for 
desiring  that  it  should  be  as  speedily  built 
within  my  own  State  as  possible.  At  the 
same  time  I  think  something  is  due  to  the 
interests  of  California,  something  is  due  to 
the  people  in  and  about  San  Diego,  who 
relied  on  the  faith  of  your  legislation  and 
the  promise  impliedly  given,  none  the  less 
strongly  because  it  was  impliedly,  by  the 
I'exas  Pacific  company  to  the  United  States, 
that  fifty  miles  should  be  built  within  the 
first  two  years;  and  a  change  so  serious  as 
is  now  proposed  should  not  be  made. 

I  am  not  disposed  in  any  way  to  reflect  upon 
the  promoters  of  this  great  enterprise  in  their 
de^re  to  make  this  change.    I  am  aware  of 


the  grounds  upon  which  the  change  is  put.  I 
understand  alt  that  can  be  said  in  favor  of  the 
difficulty  of  commencing  at  that  end,  and  the 
necessity  that  must  ensue,  should  the  act  of 
last  year  be  followed  in  its  terms,  of  investing 
a  large  sum  of  money  for  a  considerable  period 
of  time  without  a  prospect  of  a  return. 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  great  difficulty  is 
that  if  that  requirement  is  insisted  upon,  cap- 
ital will  not  go  into  the  enterprise,  and  we 
shall  not  gef  the  road. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  If  the  Senator  will  sat- 
isfy me  that  the  road  will  not  be  built  without 
his  amendment,  he  will  succeed  in  reducing 
me  to  silence  very  promptly,  I  think;  but! 
do  not  so  understand  it,  and  I  have  taken 
some  trouble  to  inquire  into  it. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  beg  pardon  of  the  Sen- 
ator for  interrupting  him.  I  do  not  think  he 
and  ^  disagree  about  that  matter  at  all ;  but  I 
say  under  the  terms  of  the  act  of  last  year  it 
was  impossible  to  make  the  road. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  was  about  to  say,  and 
should  have  said  in  a  moment  more  but  for  the 
Senator's  observation,  that  I  do  not  propose 
to  insist  upon  the  law  of  last  year  in  its  full 
terms,  by  any  means.  I  propose,  however,  to 
offer  an  amendment,  which  £  will  now  state. 
I  move  to  strike  out  the  words  **  after  the  sec- 
ond year,"  in  line  nineteen  of  section  five, 
and  to  insert  the  words  *' within  two  years, 
twenty  miles,  and  thereafter."  The  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  will  then  read: 

Provided^  however,  Tbat  the  said  company  shall 
commence  the  construction  of  said  rood  from  San 
Dieso  eastward  within  one  year  from  the  passage 
of  this  act,  and  construct  within  two  years— 

That  is,  from  the  passage  of  this  act — 

twenty  miles,  and  thereafter  not  less  than  twenty- 
five  miles  per  annum  in  continuous  line  between 
San  Diego  and  Uio  Colorado  river. 

The  Senate  will  observe  how  moderate  that 
amendment  is.  The  original  charter  obliged 
the  company  to  make  fifiy  miles  the  first  two 
years.  My  amendment  proposes  to  let  them 
off  with  twenty  miles  for  the  farst  two  years  after 
the  passage  of  the  act.  I  think  from  what  I 
know  of  the  great  number  of  people  who  have 
gone  into  San.  Diego  and  the  surrounding 
country  and  invested  their  money  there  and 
made  their  arrangements  for  building,  for  the 
permanent  settlement  of  themselves  and  their 
families,  it  would  be  a  verv  great  hardship 
indeed  if  the  company  should  now  be  released 
from  the  obligations  of  the  act  of  last  year  and 
be  allowed  to  take  three  years  within  which  to 
build  one  half  of  the  amount  of  road^  which  the 
original  act  required  them  to  build  in  two.  I 
think  twenty  miles  in  two  ^ears  is  a  very  rea- 
sonable compromise,  and  indeed  I  should  say 
quite  advantageous  to  the  company  as  com- 
pared with  fifty  miles  in  the  same  period  de- 
manded by  the  original  act.  I  hope  it  will 
meet  the  approbation  of-  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  who  has  charge  of  this  bill. 

Mr.  COLE.  Mr.  President,  I  am  in  favor 
of  the  amendment  proposed  by  my  colleague, 
for  the  reason  that  I  am  rather  of  the  opinion 
that  it  can  be  carried  out  within  the  time  speci- 
fied. I  am  willing  to  concede  that  the  con- 
struction of  fifty  miles  at  that  end  in  the  time 
specified  in  the  original  bill  was  next  to  impos- 
sible, because  within  the  first  twenty- five  miles 
from  San  Diego  there  will  be  the  necessity  of  con- 
structinga  tunnel  of  considerable  length,  which, 
of  course,  will  require  a  considerable  expend- 
iture of  money,  and  a  considerable  amount  of 
time.  But  with  the  improvements  in  engineer- 
ing in  making  tunnels  in  modern  times,  I 
think  it  is  practicable  for  the  company  who 
have  this  work  in  charge  to  make  that  tunnel, 
and  construct  the  number  of  miles  named, 
including  the  road  through  the  tunnel,  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  my  colleague. 

The  people  of  the  Pacific  coast,  and  particu- 
larly the  people  of  San  Diego,  are  exceedingly 
anxious  about  the  construction  of  this  road. 
The  interruption  of  travel  on  the  Union  and 
Central  Pacific  during  the  last  winter  and  in 
former  years  shows  the  very  great  necessity 
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for  a  road  farther  eoath.  The  matter  had 
been  delayed  by  a  failure  of  the  persons  who 
have  assamed  the  duty  of  building  this  road 
heretofore  to  comply  with  the  law.  Tbe  peo- 
ple of  California  have  had  their  hopes  repeat- 
edly crushed  in  reference  to  this  line  by  the 
failure  of  persons  who  have  promised  to  under- 
take this  great  work. 

You  remember  that  at  first  Fremont  led  us 
to  belieTe  that  he  was  going  to  make  the 
Southern  Pacific  railroad  line  sp^dily,  and  a 
bill  was  passed  through  Congress  in  aid  of 
him  and  his  associates  to  construct  this  work. 
Shortly  after  tbe  passage  of  that  bill  it  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Marshall  0.  Roberts,  of  New 
York,  as  president  of  the  company,  with  a 
promise  to  tbe  oeople  that  capital  would  be 
put  into  it  from  New  York ;  that  a  large  num- 
oer  of  capitalists  would  put  in,  say  half  a  mil- 
lion apiece,  and  they  would  go  ahead  with  the 
work  and  construct  two  hundred  miles.out  of 
their  own  means  before  taking  any  aid  or 
availing  themselves  of  any  aid  tbe  Govern- 
ment might  render  to  the  work.  Our  hopes, 
so  far  as  those  two  persons  are  concerned, 
have  entirely  failed. 

Now,  as  1  understand,  the  proposition  is 
that  another  company,  distinct  persons,  per- 
sons as  we  hope  of  more  energy,  shall  take 
hold  of  this  great  work  and  push  it  through. 
We  have  at  least  the  promise  that  such  will  be 
the  case.  The  people  of  the  Pacific  coast 
particularly  are  exceedingly  anxious  about 
this  matter,  and  hopeful  that  the  road  may  be 
built  if  the  privileges  or  some  of  the  privileges 
that  are  embodied  in  this  bill  are  accorded 
them  in  the  way  of  encouraging  them  to  go 
ahead. 

That  some  amendments  to  the  original  act 
of  1871  are  necessary  at  this  time  there  can  be 
no  question,  because  of  tbe  lapse  of  time  ren- 
dering it  impossible  for  any  person  from  the 
organization  of  this  new  company,  as  I  under- 
stand there  is  a  new  company  organized,  to 
complete  the  work  within  the  time  specified  in 
the  law.  Other  advantages  besides  the  exten- 
sion of  time  are  asked  for  by  these  parties. 
We  hope  tbey  are  asked  for  in  good  faith.  We 
hope  tney  intend  to  go  on  with  tbe  work. 
They  are  vouched  for  by  persons  who  assert 
that  they  will  go  on  with  the  work  in  good 
faith  to  complete  it  within  the  time  that  is 
proposed  in  these  amendments.  They  have 
80  assured  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific  Rail- 
road who  have  reported  these  amendments, 
and  I  trust  that  there  ma?  be  no  failure  the 
third  time,  or  by  the  parties  in  whose  hands 
it  has  fallen  for  the  third  time  to  go  ahead 
with  it. 

That  this  road  is  necessary  for  communica- 
tion between  the  Pacific  coast  and  the  Atlantic 
States  is  true,  for  the  reason  I  mentioned  a  few 
moments  ago,  the  obstruction  of  the  present 
road  by  snow.  But,  sir,  that  is  not  all  the  ad- 
vantage that  is  to  result  from  the  construction 
of  this  Southern  Pacific  railroad.  It  will,  to 
be  sure,  be  free  from  obstruction  by  snow ;  but 
it  will  also  have  a  great  tendency  to  settle  the 
Apache  question.  It  will,  without  any  doubt, 
in  my  judgment,  settle  all  the  disturbances  be- 
tween our  people  and  tbe  host  lie  Apaches,  the 
only  Indian  nation  now  that  is  at  war  with  us 
constantly ;  and  running  near  our  southern 
borders  it  will  open  up  better  relations  between 
us  and  the  republic  south  of  us,  I  have  no 
question.  There  is  no  doubt  that  it  will  be  a 
great  accommodation  to  the  people  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  United  States  on  the  At- 
lantic slope,  on  this  side  of  the  Rocky  mount- 
ains. They  desire  it.  Tbe  people  of  the 
southern  portion  of  California  are  also  deeply 
interested  in  the  railroad,  and  particularly  the 
port  of  San  Diego.  The  seaports  on  the  Pa- 
cific coast  are  very  few.  There  are  only  two 
that  afford  good  harbors  on  all  the  extensive 
coast  of  California,  of  a  thousand  miles,  the 
harbor  of  San  Francisco  and  the  harbor  of  San 
Diego,  each  being  a  most  excellent  and  safe 
harbor. 


I  hope  the  amendment  of  my  colleague  will 
be  adopted,  for  the  reason  that  I  believe  with 
due  exertion  the  company  having  this  road  in 
charge  can  comply  with  it.  I  would  not  em- 
barrass them  by  asking  anything  unreasonable. 
I  do  not  know  exactly  the  extent  of  tunnel 
they  will  have  to  construct.  I  think,  however, 
it  is  not  to  exceed  a  third  of  a  mile  in  length  ; 
not  much  more  than  that  at  all  events,  and  I 
presume  a  tunnel  of  that  length  can  be  made 
within  the  time  specified.  But  if  they  could 
not  do  it  within  that  time,  and  showed  a  dis- 
position to  go  ahead  with  tbe  work,  I  have  no 
doubt  Congress  would  relieve  them  afterward 
and  would  take  no  advantage  whatever  of  any 
failure  to  comply  with  the  law  by  reason  of 
their  inability  to  do  so. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  When  this  bill  first  went  to 
the  committee,  as  I  have  already  stated,  there 
was  a  provision  which  authorized  the  com- 
pany to  build  entirely  from  the  eastern  term- 
inus. On  representations  made  before  the 
committee  by  the  Pacific  interests,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  that  the  bill  as  originally  pre- 
sented should  not  be  reported,  but  that  this 
provision  should  be  incorporated.  Now,  I 
am  informed  by  those  best  acquainted  with  the 
subject  that  it  was  expected  in  the  first  place 
that  the  company  would  be  able  to  construct 
this  road  out  of  San  Diego  without  tunneling, 
but  upon  coming  to  select  a  route  it  was  found 
absolutely  indispensable,  to  secure  an  eligible 
route,  that  a  tunnel  should  be  constructed,  as 
the  Senator  from  California  [Mr.  Cole]  has 
stated;  and  this  is  the  reason  why  dela^r  is 
asked  in  the  first  period  of  the  construction 
of  the  road.  As  I  stated  in  the  explanations 
which  I  made  about  the  bill  in  the  beginning, 
that  part  of  the  road  runs  through  a  territory 
where  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  build  a 
road,  a  country  not  very  populous  and  which 
does  not  offer  very  large  inducements  in  the 
way  of  trade  and  travel  to  the  road  when  it  is 
completed ;  so  that  to  require  the  terms  ori- 
ginally imposed  upon  this  company  would  be 
really  crippling  the  enterprise  and  preventing 
to  a  great  extent  the  much-desired  completion 
of  the  road.  I  think  the  terms  now  proposed 
are  as  onerous  as  the  company  could  comply 
with.  That  was  tbe  impression  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  it  seemed  to  be,  when  agreed 
upon,  acceptable  to  tbe  interests  of  the  Cali- 
fornia coast.  Our  friends  now  seem  to  think 
tbey  ought  to  have  a  little  better  terms,  but  I 
think  their  purpose  will  be  accomplished  more 
successfully  by  passing  the  bill  as  it  is,  than  by 
seeking  to  put  an  additional  burden  on  the 
company. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion  recurs  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator 
from  California. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  think  my  friend  from 
Pennsylvania  must  be  under  some  misunder- 
standing, so  far  as  I  am  concerned,  when  he 
says  that  the  amendment  as  coming  from  the 
committee  was  acceptable  to  the  Senators  from 
the  Pacific  coast. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  did  not  say  the  Senator  had 
expressed  his  satisfaction.  I  said  the  com- 
mittee were  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
satisfactory  to  the  California  interest. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  fact  is,  that,  accord- 
\n^  to  my  information,  the  ground  on  which 
this  amendment  is  put  is  not  well  founded. 
That  ground  I  understand  to  be  the  difficulty 
of  building  the  first  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles 
eastward  trom  San  Diego.  I  understand  it  to 
be  alleged,  among  other  difficulties,  that  the 
construction  of  a  very  expensive  tunnel  of 
considerable  length  will  be  re<|aired.  It  is 
due  to  myself  to  say  that,  having  heard  of 
this  objection,  no  ooubt  presented  in  good 
faith  by  the  person  who  did  present  it  to  me, 
I  took  the  pains  to  inquire  into  all  that  part 
of  the  subject.  I  conversed  with  a  very  intel- 
ligent gentleman,  the  engineer  of  the  San 
Diego  and  Gila  Railroad  Company;  I  exam- 
ined his  maps,  which  are  very  elaborate  and 
very  fine  specimens  of  that  kind  of  work,  ex- 


amined his  surveys,  his  field-notes,  t^ 
through  the  whole  line  as  laid  out  by  bin  irm 
San  Diego  at  least  one  hundred  and  fifty  ic'-  -i 
eastward,  even  as  far  as  the  Colorado  river  ^ 
Fort  Yuma ;  and  so  far  as  I  could  jadge  v  i 
the  information  which  I  have,  which  is  tv  i 
means  narrow,  there  is  no  reason  to  doabt  ih* 
accuracy  of  the  maps  and  BurTeys  which  u 
submitted. 

I  was  assured  by  him  that  for  aine:^^ 
miles,  if  not  twenty,  out  of  San  Diego  the-e 
was  as  good  a  grade  as  could  be  desired,  t 
grade  which  was  so  slight  as  to  increase  ike 
expense  very  little,  if  anything,  over  that  to 
be  incurred  for  running  upon  a  water  lereL 
In  view  of  that  statement,  it  is  difficult  for  &» 
to  accept  the  counter-statement,  that  tnt 
requirement  that  the  company  shall  b&ii 
twenty  miles  in  two  years  is  of  sach  a  cb^ 
acter  as  practically  to  prevent  the  bnildiag 
of  the  TO»d  at  all  by  forbidding  the  investiBtt: 
of  any  money  in  its  bonds. 

Every  one  of  us  is  obliged  to  act  in  sach  i 
case  upon  the  lishts  which  he  has;  and,  rf-prv- 
senfe(ng  in  part  the  State  of  California,  karine 
heard  a  great  deal  of  the  wants  and  cU;3ii 
also  of  the  people  of  San  Diego,  I  shaii  be 
very  reluctant  to  allow  this  bill  to  pass  witk- 
out  making  an  effort  to  aecure  for  them  aid 
for  the  State  of  California  some  small  part  n 
least  of  tbe  performance  to  which  the  comptfj 
was  bound  b^  the  act  of  last  yesir. 

I  agree  with  all  that  my  colleague  has  & 
well  said  as  to  the  importance  of  this  wort. 
I  do  not  doubt  that  when  built  in  the  stjle  ir. 
which  I  trust  it  will  be  built  by  those  who  are 
now  managing  the  work,  and  conducted  ai 
I  hope  it  will  be  conducted  by  them,  it  «- J 
be  a  very  favorite  route  for  th  at  moTeraem  of 
passengers  and  of  merchandise  which  ms^ 
within  no  distant  period  become  so  great  be 
tween  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  shores  of  tki 
continent.  It  is  a  route  which  at  no  seirc 
can  be  obstructed  by  the  elements,  certamiy 
not  by  frost  or  snow.  Indeed,  no  obstracti^'^ 
can  take  place  that  I  now  think  of,  except  br 
some  of  those  extraordinary  elemental  ovt- 
bursts  to  which  of  course  railroads  are  sul:^ 
everywhere. 

I  am  very  desirous  that  the  road  should  be 
built.  I  am  desirous  it  should  be  boiit  wA*i 
dispatch.  I  am  not  the  one  to  interpose  sst 
delay  or  impediment  to  a  work  that  I  regari 
as  so  desirable  in  every  aspect,  a  work  vbicl 
in  some  views  of  it  is  little  less  than  Dsgaii- 
cent  in  its  greatness,  in  its  utility,  in  the  &r 
reaching  and  beneficent  results  which  it  most 
work  for  the  people  of  a  large  portion  of 
this  country.  In  tne  verv  first  line  of  theee  re- 
sults I  put  the  benign  influences  which  it  raiis: 
exert  in  helping  the  desolated  States  of  iIm 
South  once  more  to  recover  themselves,  oeee 
more  to  reconstruct  by  a  tme  and  righteou 
and  merciful  reconstruction  their  shatterei 
interests — a  work  which  shall  infuse  new  Uf 
into  their  system — which  (if  I  may  apply  to  b 
subject  like  this  the  beantifial  figure  oaa 
applied  to  the  whole  country  by  a  Tery  grvn 
man)  will  almost  at  a  touch  lift  np  tbe  pr>;- 
trate  body  of  tbe  South  to  new  life  and  lo 
restored  energies.  For  that,  sir — and  it  is  t: 
me  a  consideration  not  inferior;  I  place  it  oa 
the  same  line  with  the  considerations  referrsf 
to  the  interests  of  my  own  people  on  the  Paciie 
coast — this  is  a  great  enterprise.  It  will  ha^e 
its  results  in  py  own  State  also.  Pass:c^ 
through  the  lower  part  of  the  State  of  CaliK>r 
nia  to  the  poft  of  San  Diego  on  the  PariSc. 
it  will  come,  it  must  come  to  the  grand  obfec- 
tive  point  of  all  your  great  thoroofi^hiiares  acrosR 
this  continent,  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  h 
will  pass  on  its  way  nrom  San  Diego  to  S»= 
Francisco  through  a  land  of  '*csom  and  Tta^^ 
and  flowers''  and  of  all  the  flowers,  of  vinfs, 
and  of  fruits  that  are  found  in  temperate  or  J 
semi  tropical  lands. 

I  can  think  of  no  railroad  enterprise  whiek. 
since  I  have  been  in  Congress,  htm  presesv^ 
itself  to  my  mind  as  surrounded  by  conaiderar 
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tions  80  attractive,  so  well  calcalated  to  infia- 
ence  and  guide  my  jadgment  and  to  excite  my 
enthusiasm.  I  say  this  much  for  the  purpose 
of  leaving  the  Senate  to  understand  how  loath 
I  should  be  to  offer  any  amendment  to  this 
bill  that  could  have,  in  my  judgment,  any  seri- 
ous influence  in  retarding  the  commencement, 
the  prosecution,  and  the  speedy  completion 
of  a  work  so  great  and  so  aesirable  in  every 
respect. 

Mr.  MORTON.  What  is  the  Senator's 
amendment? 

Mr.  GASSERLY.  The  act  of  last  year 
required  the  company  to  build  fifty  miles  in 
two  years  after  tne  passage  of  the  act  from 
San  Diego  eastward,  as  well  as  fifty  miles 
from  the  eastern  terminus  westward.  The 
amendment  proposes,  instead  of  fifty  miles 
within  two  years  from  San  Diego  eastward,  to 
build  twenty^five  miles  within  •  three  years. 
My  amendment  is  to  require  the  company  to 
build  within  two  years  twenty  miles  from  San 
Diego  eastward.  In  other  words,  instead  of 
the  fifty  miles  within  the  first  two  years  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  last  year,  I  ask  the  com- 
pany to  build  twenty  miles  within  the  two 
years.  It  seems  to  me  that  is  a  moderate 
amendment,  and  one  to  which,  I  trust,  there 
will  be  no  objection.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
saying  that  if  I  believed  it  would  seriously 
embarrass  the  commencement  and  prosecu- 
tion of  this  road  I  should  hesitate  long  before 
I  pressed  it  on  the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  important  thing  to 
the  people  of  California  is  to  have  the  road 
built.  It  is  not  so  important  to  have  twenty 
miles  completed  in  two  years.  I  am  informed 
that  there  are  thirty-six  hundred  feet  of  tunnel 
to  be  constructed  in  the  first  twenty  miles, 
and  that  if  the  law  requires  it  shall  be  done 
within  two  years  it  will  endanger  the  whole 
enterprise.  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia will  not  insist  upon  his  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
California  to  the  amendment  of  the  com* 
mittee. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  will  ask  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  who  has  the  principal 
charge  of  this  bill,  as  the  Senator  from  Ne- 
vada, the  chairman  of  the  committee,  I  see 
is  not  here,  whether  he  will  accept  fifteen 
miles?  I  think  it  is  very  important  to  San 
Diego  and  to  the  interests  of  California  that 
some  commencement  should  be  made  within 
two  years.  I  will  be  content  with  fifteen  miles 
if  the  Senator  will  consent. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Can  the  Senator  inform  me 
that  the  fifteen  miles  will  not  embrace  the 
tunnel? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Perhaps  the  Senator  did 
not  hear  what  I  said  before.  I  have  taken 
great  fjains  to  study  the  subject  and  examine 
the  surveys  and  maps  connected  with  the  line 
east  from  San  Diego.  I  am  persuaded  that 
within  a  distance  of  say  eighteen  or  nineteen 
miles  from  San  Diego  there  is  no  occasion  for 
a  tunnel ;  but,  in  oraer  to  be  safe,  I  will  say 
fifte^'n  miles. 

Mr.  SCOTT.'  I  would  not  feel  authorized 
to  accept  that  modification  without  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  fact  whether  the  tunnel  will  be 
within  that  distance  or  not;  but  I  suggest  to 
the  Senator  that  he  permit  this  amendment  to 
be  agreed  to  in  committee,  so  that  he  and  I 
both  may  make  such  inquiries  in  regard  to 
that  subject  as  will  enable  us  to  inform  our- 
selves, and,  if  necessary,  he  can  renew  that 
amendment  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  will  consent  to  this : 
to  allow  this  amendment  to  be  adopted  pro 
forma  now,  reserving  the  right  to  move  an 
anieudment  to  it  in  the  Senate. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Then  the 
Senator  from  California  withdraws  his  amend- 
ment to  the  amendment  for  the  present. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  distance  to  the  tunnel  is 
eighteen  miles. 


Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  undersUnd  my  col- 
league to  say  it  is  eighteen  miles  out  of  San 
Diego  before  you  reach  the  point  of  tunnel- 
ing. That  is  according  to  my  understanding 
also. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Before  the  Senator  from 
California  withdraws  his  amendment  I  would 
like  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  it.  I  have  had 
something  to  do  with  making  railroads.  I 
know  how  difficult  it  is  to  make  tunnels.  There 
are,  as  I  understand,  thirty-six  hundred  feet 
of  tunnel  to  be  made  before  you  reach  San 
Diego.  I  was  once  employed  for  three  years 
in  making  a  railroad  nine  hundred  feet.  Diffi- 
culties occurred  which  none  of  those  concerned 
expected ;  we  had  to  arch  it,  and  several  times 
the  arch  fell.  The  difficulty  of  the  present 
requirement  is  that  if  persisted  in  the  company 
wo.uld  either,  like  wise  men,  refuse  to  under- 
take the  work  at  all,  or  if  they  did  start  it 
they  would  be  encountered  constantly  by  com- 
binations of  laborers  and  other  people  who, 
knowing  that  they  must  perform  a  certain  part 
of  the  work  within  a  particular  time,  would 
compel  them  to  raise  prices  so  much  as  to 
prevent  them  doing  the  work. 

To  my  mind  this  is  a  question  whether  the 
people  of  California  shall  have  this  railroad 
soon  or  whether  they  shall  wait  for  a  number 
of  years  and  find  somebody  with  skill  and  cap- 
ital willing  to  put  them  in  this  great  work.  A 
few  years  ago  a  company  supposed  to  be  com- 
posed of  the  best  capitalists  in  New  York 
undertook  to  make  this  railroad ;  but  they 
gave  it  u|^  because  they  discovered  that  they 
were  unable  to  comply  with  the  law.  Now  a 
few  individuals  come  here  who  are  willing  to 
put  their  money  into  it,  of  course  expecting 
to  make  honor  as  well  as  profit  out  of  it ;  but 
they  cannot  invest  the  mone^,  nor  can  they 
afford  to  give  their  time  to  it,  if  the  law  is  sur- 
rounded with  such  embarrassments  as  may 
endanger  all  the  fortune  which  their  previous 
lives  of  enterprise  have  enabled  them  to  ac- 
quire. 

If  the  people  of  the  South  want  this  road 
now  they  ought  not  to  object  to  such  a  reason- 
able bill  as  the  gentlemen  who  are  disposed 
to  put  their  money  into  it  propose  to  them. 

I  want  especially  to  benefit  the  South ,  which 
80  much  needs  help,  by  this  road,  and  for  that 
reason  I  am  not  willing  to  embarrass  the  bill  by 
amendments  that  will  prevent  its  completion 
for  long  years.  It  is  not  as  if  a  half  dozen  or 
a  number  of  persons  were  competing  for  this 
work.  Then  it  mieht  be  very  well  for  Senators 
to  make  as  much  difficulty  as  they  could.  But 
now  the  question  really  is  whether  the  road 
shall  be  made  or  not ;  whether,  af^er  men  of 
the  highest  reputation  in  New  York  have 
failed,  and  after  all  the  South  has  failed  to 
make  this  road,  these  gentlemen  who  have  not 
come  here  begging  for  this,  but  who  have  been 
persuaded  to  take  hold  of  this  road,  shall  be 
allowed  to  have  such  an  act  as  they  can  work 
under.  It  is  a  plain  question  whether  the  road 
shall  be  built  or  not. 

I  am'  perfectly  satisfied  that  when  the  Sen- 
ator from  California  said  this  is  going  to  be  a 
g^at  work  for  the  South,  he  was  ri^ht.  The 
whole  of  the  southern  States  are  interested 
in  this;  every  railroad  in  the  South  is  inter- 
ested in  having  this  road  made  which  will 
carry  the  products  of  that  people  across  to 
the  PaciBc  slope  and  will  carry  through  their 
country  the  products  not  only  of  California, 
but  of  all  the  countries  beyond  the  great  Pacific 
ocean. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  California  is  with- 
drawn, and  the  question  now  is  on  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  no  disposition  to  em- 
barrass the  construction  of  this  road  by  any 
means.  I  want  the  road  constructed.  But 
when  the  other  Pacific  road  was  constructed 
it  was  commenced  at  both  ends  and  prose- 
cuted vigorously  at  both  ends ;  and  we  are  of 
opinion  that  this  road  ought  likewise  to  be 


built  from  •  both  ends  and  constructed  as 
speedilv  as  possible. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  A  word  in  reply  to  that. 
The  other  railroad  had  donated  to  it  by  Congress 
$26,000  a  mile  as  a  bonus.  These  gentlemen 
get  nothing ;  they  do  not  expect  to  get  a  cent, 
and  the  law  does  not  give  them  a  cent.  You 
give  them  no  money  ;  but  after  they  have  con- 
structed a  certain  number  of  miles  they  will 
get  some  lands.     That  is  the  difference. 

The  PRESIDING.  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was 

to  insert  as  section  six  the  following: 

That  the  Grand  Tower  and  San  Diego  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company,  and  its  successors,  a  corporation  duly 
organised  ander  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
is  hereby  authorised  and  empowered  to  survey,  lay 
out,  locate,  and  construct,  furnish,  maintain,  and 
operate  and  enjoy  a  continuous  railroad  and  tele- 
graph line,  with  the  appurtenances,  from  a  point 
near  Fulton,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  by  the  most 
eligible  route,  to  some  point  on  the  line  of  the  Texas 
and  Southern  Pacific  Railway  Company,  not  west 
of  Dallas,  in  the  State  of  Texas,  and  the  right  of  way 
is  hereby  granted  to  said  company  to  the  extent  of 
two  hundred  feet  in  width  on  each  side  of  said  rail- 
road line,  including  all  necessary  grounds  for  sta- 
tions, eating-houses,  workshops,  depota,  maobine- 
sho^s,  side-tracks,  switches,  turn-tables,  and  water 
stations;  and  the  right  of  way  across  the  lands  of 
private  persons  shall  be  obtained  in  the  same  man- 
ner and  by  the  same  means  at  is  provided  for  pro- 
curing the  right  of  way  by  the  Texas  and  Southern 
Pacific  Railway  Company:  which  Grand  Tower  and 
San  Diego  Pacific  Railroad  Company  shall  have  the 
right  to  connect  with  the  said  the  Texas  and  South- 
em  Pacific  Railway  Company  on  equal  terms  with 
other  roads,  and  with  all  the  rights  of  snid  last- 
named  company  as  to  construction,  maintenance, 
and  operation  of  the  road  hereby  authorised :  Pro^ 
videdf  That  said  Grand  Tower  and  San  Diego  Pacifio 
Railroad  Company  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  hope  that 
amendment  will  not  be  adopted.  I  think  it 
will  be  very  injurious  to  the  country  to  have 
that  adopted.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is 
unconstitutional.  There  is  a  great  difference 
of  opinion  on  that  subject,  as  to  the  rieht  of 
the  General  Government  to  create  railroads 
in  the  States.  Perhaps  my  views  on  that  sub- 
ject are  more  restricted  and  less  liberal  than 
those  of  most  members  of  the  Senate ;  but  this 
is  not  a  post  road ;  it  is  not  a  road  for  pur- 

foses  or  commerce  between  difi^erent  States, 
t  is  just  creating  a  local  road  in  Arkansas 
and  a  part  of  Texas. 

But,  waiving  altogether  the  question  of  con- 
stitutionality, I  submit  to  the  Senate  that  it  is 
most  inexpedient  to  enter  upon  that  class  of 
legislation.  I  do  not  mean  to  multiply  words ; 
but  it  is  perfectly  apparent  that  it  would  be 
very  injurious  to  the  railroad  interests  of  the 
country.  They  never  would  know  when  they 
were  secure  in  their  routes;  they  never  would 
know  that  there  would  not  be  a  competing  road 
put  immediately  alongside  of  them  as  soon  as 
their  investment  was  made.  Besides  that,  it 
would  be  introducing  into  Congress  a  class  of 
legislation  which  would  not  be  advantageous 
to  the  Legislature  of  the  country.  We  should 
be  beset  by  the  i^uisance  of  a  lobby  of  rail- 
road men  in  reference  to  railroads  in  all  the 
States. 

It  may  be  said  that  we  have  already  passed 
such  acts,  that  this  Texas  and  Pacific  railway 
act  is  such  an  one.  Well,  that  is  a  good  deal 
more  of  a  national  road  than  this  is  ;  but  that 
is  the  only  act  I  am  aware  of  that  Congress 
has  ever  passed  creating  a  railroad  in  a  State. 
The  other  railroad  was  in  the  Territories. 

Besides,  this  provision  is  not  properly  a  part 
of  this  act.  if  Congress  desires  to  create  a 
railroad  in  Arkansas,  let  them  have  a' distinct 
charter  for  that  purpose  and  pass  upon  it.  It 
is  not  connected  with  this  road ;  neither  am  I 
aware  that  the  promoters  of  this  act  and  of 
this  road  have  any  special  interest  in  this  pro- 
vision. 

For  these  reasons,  I  trust  that  the  amend- 
ment will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  RICE.  Mr.  President,  I  will  state  how 
this  comes  to  be  an  amendment  to  this  bill. 
This  provision   was  origi  nally  a  part  of  the 
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Texas  Pacific  railroad  bill,  and  a^ach  passed 
the  Senate  together  with  provision  for  other 
connecting  roads.  It  went  to  the  House,  and 
the  House  struck  them  all  out.  A  committee 
of  conference  pat  them  all  back  except  this 
one.  and  it  was  claimed  that  they  omitted  this 
accidentally  and  not  with  any  design  :  and  now 
we  propose  as  an  amendment  to  the  Texas 
Pacific  railroad  bill  to  have  this  restored.  I 
will  state  the  object  of  it. 

We  have  a  system  of  railroads  in  the  State 
of  Arkansas.  There  is  no  connection  between 
them  and  this  Southern  Pacific.  We  want  a 
connection ;  we  want  to  be  thrown  where  we 
shall  be  connected  with  and  receive  the  bene- 
fits of  a  southern  Pacific  railroad.  We  are 
not  connected  with  any  northern  Pacific  rail- 
road ;  we  are  not  connected  with  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific,  nor  can  we  be  with  the  latter  on 
account  of  the  Indian  territory. 

Therefore  our  only  connection  with  a  Pa- 
cific railroad  must  be  by  this  means;  and  we 
want  the  benefit  of  it  so  that  this  road  cannot 
discriminate  against  trade  that  comes  over  our 
roads,  so  that  that  connecting  link  cannot  be 
established  for  that  purpose.  We  want  it  with 
the  same  rights  of  tariff  for  passengers  and 
freight  that  the  Texas  Pacific  railroad  itself 
has.  That  is  all  the  object  there  is  in  it. '  We 
lie  in  forks  of  the  two  roads,  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  and  the  Texas  Pacific,  one  running  one 
hundred  miles  north  of  our  State  and  the  other 
one  hundred  miles  south  of  it.  We  now  have 
no  connection  with  either.  We  seek  this  con- 
nection. The  principle  involved  in  tbis  case 
was  established  in  the  passage  of  the  Texas 
Pacific  bill ;  there  is  no  new  principle  in  it ; 
and  I  think  it  is  justice  that  it  should  be  put 
on  this  bill. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  offer  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment.  I  move  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  striking  out,  in  lines  one  and  two,  the 
words  *^  that  the  Grand  Tower  and  San  Diego 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,''  and  insert  in  lien 
thereof  ^'that  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad 
Company." 

I  agree  with  my  colleague  fully  in  relation 
to  the  propriety  of  the  State  of  Arkansas  hav- 
ing an  outlet  by  the  proposed  Texas  Pacific 
Railway  Company  to  the  West ;  but  if  author- 
ity is  to  be  ffiven  to  any  company  to  make  this 
connection  I  desire  it  to  be  given  to  a  com- 
pany that  is  not  a  mere  paper  organization, 
but  that  has  the  ability  to  construct  the  road. 
The  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company  now, 
fortunately  for  the  State  of  Arkansas,  is  in  the 
hands  of  men  who  have  the  power  and  the 
means  to  push  the  work  rapidly  forward.  I 
presume  the  object  of  my  colleague  is  to  make 
a  prolongation  of  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  Rail- 
road Company  line  westward  until  it  connects 
with  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railway  Company. 
I  hope  that  that  power  will  be  given,  but  I 
hope  it  will  be  given  to  the  Cairo  and  Fulton 
Railroad  Company,  which  is  now  rapidly 
engaged  in  constructing  its  line. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  Let  me  ask 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas  if  the  Cairo  and 
Fulton  railroad  is  not  now  working  to  connect 
with  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  Transconti- 
nental ?  I  have  always  understood  so.  I  ask 
the  Senator,  too,  where  the  besinning  point  of 
this  Grand  Tower  and  San  Diego  is;  where 
does  it  commence? 

Mr.  RICE.  At  Fulton.  The  original  charter 
was  made  at  a  time  when  there  was  a  question 
about  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  forfeiting  their 
charter.  It  was  an  original  charter,  starting 
near  thdr  starting-point  in  Illinois,  near  Cairo, 
and  running  to  bulton.  This  is  an  extension 
of  that  road,  and  is  not  in  conflict  with  the 
Cairo  and  Fulton  at  all,  but  in  harmony  with 
their  ideas,  as  I  understand.  I  have  talked 
with  these  men,  and  they  are  anxious  about 
this  connection  being  made  in  order  that  they 
may  have  an  outlet  over  their  line.  It  is  not 
in  conflict  with  the  Cairo  and  Fulton  at  all. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  Now,  I  have 
to  say  to   the  Senator  from  Arkansas   that 


upon  application  to  the  Legislature  of  Texas 
they  have  eranted  a  charter  from  Fulton  to 
connect  with  the  Southern  Pacific  railroad  at 
any  point  the  company  may  think  proper  to 
connect.     There  is    no  difficulty  about  that. 

Mr.  RICE.  What  we  want  is  the  right  of 
connection  on  equal  terms. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  protest  now 
against  the  invasion  any  further  of  the  terri* 
tory  of  Texas  by  act  of  Congress  in  locat- 
ing railroads ;  we  have  been  damaged  badly 
enough  already ;  and  here  is  a  proposition 
now  that  will  authorize,  under  the  amend- 
ment passed  this  morning,  the  company  we 
are  at  work  for  now  to  purchase  up  this  line, 
too,  as  well  as  others,  and  perhaps  change 
the  whole  line  of  the  road,  because  there  is 
authority  here  for  them  to  drop  their  own 
charter  and  take  up  the  charter  of  any  com- 
pany that  they  may  consolidate  with  and 
operate  under  it  by  implication. 

But  this  amendment  proposes  to  draw  the 
Texas  Pacific  at  least  a  degree  north  of  its 
line.  It  is  authorized  to  connect  with  this  road 
at  a  point  not  west  of  Dallas.  Now,  the  Texas 
Pacific  does  not  go  by  Dallas ;  it  does  not  go 
within  seventy  miles  of  Dallas;  you  cannot 
connect  it  with  this  other  road  at  Dallas  with- 
out changing  the  line  of  the  road,  without 
making  an  elbow.  I  move  to  lay  this  amend- 
ment on  the  table ;  I  have  no  patience  to  dis- 
cuss it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  motion 
is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  take  it  the«motion  is 
in  order,  but  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table 
the  amendment  will,  if  adopted,  carry  on  the 
table  the  bill  and  everything  connectea  with  it 
that  we  are  discuasing.  As  I  take  it,  the 
Senator  from  Texas  does  not  intend  to  press 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table,  I  will  say  that 
I  have  no  controversy  about  these  two  roads. 
This  amendment  should  be  corrected  before 
it  applies  to  either  road.  In  the  first  place, 
you  nave  provided  in  the  tenth  line  that  it 
shall  connect  **with  a  railroad  company." 
You  mean  '*a railroad.''  The  word  **company" 
should  be  stricken  off.  Then  after  the  word 
^^line,"  in  the  thirteenth  line,  yon  should  say 
'*  where  the  same  may  be  located  upon  the 
public  lands."  You  want  the  right  of  way  for 
one  hundred  feet  given  you  **  where  the  same 
may  be  located  upon  the  public  lands,"  not 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  RICE.     Oh,  no. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  phrase  should  be  put 
in,  '^  where  the  same  may  be  located  on  the 
public  lands." 

Mr.. RICE.    I  agree  to  that  amendment. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  is  all  that  would  be 
granted  any  way. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  You  had  better  put  in 
the  phrase  **  in  Arkansas." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  at  the  end  of  the 
section  the  proviso  reads : 

ProvidecL  That  said  Grand  Tower  and  San  Dieeo 
Railroad  CoaipaDy  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any 
public  lands  of  the  United  States. 

You  mean  **  other  than  as  hereby  granted.'* 

Mr.  RICE.  It  means  that  they  shall  have 
no  subsidy. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Thev  are  entitled  to  the 
right  of  wa}r,  and  entitled  to  forty  acres  for 
every  five  miles.  So  you  ought  to  say  '*  other 
than  as  hereby  granted." 

Mr.  RICE.     I  agree  to  that. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  These  are  verbal  amend- 
ments. I  do  not  know  anything  about  the 
question  between  these  two  railroad  com- 
panies. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Mr.  President, 
for  the  reasons  stated  by  the  honorable  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey,  I  do  hope  the  judgment 
of  the  Senate  will  be  that  this  amendment 
should  be  stricken  out.  It  would  certainly  be 
entering  upon  what  might  be  called  a  new,  and 
if  I  desired  to  emphasize  it  I  should  say  very 
extraordinary  legislation  to  undertake  to 
authorisse  a  State  corporation  created  for  the 


purpose  of  building  a  railroad  io  one  Sute 
extend  its  authority  in  another  State :  a>Ki 
would  seem  by  the  terms  of  thia  amtud!:r^" 
that  a  company  described  as  having  b«eo  c.^ 
tered  by  the  State  of  Arkansas,  a  prirat^  r* , 
road  company,  to  build  its  road,  of  cour^.  .n 
that  State,  is  to  be  authorized  by  Coiigr«^-  &- 
only  to  extend  ita  road  through  that  State.   :: 
to  build  it  into  the  State  of  Texas — b,  tL.t; 
without  precedent  in  the  hiatorj  of  ihis  cva: 
tryt  and  which  I  should  hope  woold  contins^  <: 
be  so  to  the  end  of  time. 

Besides,  it  is  fraught  with    all   the  co!i«e 
quences  suggested  by  the  honorable  Seo&t'.r 
from  New  Jersey,  and  all  which  it  can  be  con- 
ceived could  come  from  the  complication  w^i 
difficulties  arising  from  a  conflict  of  juris -ii<::i3: 
between  the  Government  of  the  United  Si^^ 
and  the  States.     But  it  may  be  empfaajiz'^i 
still  further  to  show  the  inexpediency 'of  tn 
exercise  of  any  such  power.     Just  see  wh&{  n 
contemplated  by  this  amendment  as  necessary 
in  the  exercise  of  this  power.    We  are  toj^^t: 
the  right  of  way  one  hundred  feet  on  each  ^f4f 
to  this  road.  We  absolutely  undertake  to  fnnt 
in  the  State  of  Texas  and  in  the  State  of  Ari 
ansas  the  right  of  way.     We  do  not  any  of  a 
know  exactly  which   way  this   road  will  ^3. 
whither  it  is  to  go.     Itsaya  * 'Grand  Tower"— 
where   that  is   I    am    not    informed — ''sad 
San  Diego  railway; "  and  San  Diego  is  on  tb*- 
Pacific  coast.     Grand   Tower,  I   presome,  U 
somewhere  in  Arkansas.     Where  it  begios,  or 
whither  it  tends,  no  mortal   can  tell ;  bo:  i: 
carries  with  it  this  immense  power ;  Coogres^ 
is  to  endow  a  private  State  corporation  vit^ 
power  to  build  a  road  through   two  Stac«! 
No  such  thing  as  that  waa  ever  contemplAid 
by  anybody  before,  that  I  heard  of.    Bot  a 
we  know  what  lands  this  covers?    No  out^r 
whether  we  do  or  not,  we  attempt  to  exercise 
the  power;  we  do  not  stop  to  inquire,    ^t 
say  that  we  will  grant  the  right  ot  way.    Of 
course  that  thing  is  absurd  onless  it  is  pn-ii- 
cated    on  the  assumption   that  we  own  w 
lands ;  and  whether  we  do  or  not  is  not  k\r 
parent     If  we  owned   the   lands  over  «fiiv£ 
this  road  was  going,  of  course  we  could  fire 
the  right  of  way ;  but  when  yon  come  to  h*f 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United   States  ri' 
authorize  a  private  corporation  created  br  s 
State  to  exercise  the  power  of  eminent  6om^ 
in  one  of  the  States,  that  is  a  thing  never  do»e 
heretofore ;  and  I  hope  the   day  will  be  verr 
remote  when  we  shall  nodertake  to  do  uj 
such  thing  as  that. 

Then  a  little  further  on  yob  will  see 

Mr.  GONKLING.  Let  me  ask  the  S«i9i>^r 
before  he  passes  from  that  point,  is  he  rif bt  is 
saying  that  in  none  of  the  charters  or  bilii  ve 
have  passed  heretofore  we  have  given  the  righ; 
to  traverse  States? 

Mr.  MORTON.  The  Senator  from'  ^iii« 
is  speaking  of  the  right  given  to  a  Stake  CG^ 

S oration  to  traverse  the  territory  of  anoiker 
tate. 

Mr.  MO  RRILL,  of  Maine.  That  is  my  prop- 
osition. 

Mr.  GONKLING.  I  wish  the  Senator  fma 
Maine  would  restate  his  point.  I  want  xa 
understand  it.     I  ask  for  inrormation. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  say  we  htv^ 
never,  to  my  knowledge,  undertaken  toaotkor 
ize  a  private  State  corporation  of  one  State  t. 
traverse  the  territory  of  another  State,  vbic^ 
is  the  case  here,  and  exercise  the  right  of 
eminent  domain  in  another  State.  Theo  i* 
goes  on  to  say  what  other  large  grants  of  Und 
may  be  granted  all  along  the  uoe  vhefever  it 
stops  for  certain  purposes.  It  mar  take  »i» 
necessary  lands  for  stations,  &c.,  not  exee«d- 
ing  forty  acres.  Of  course  that  comes  witto 
the  same  objection. 

I  should  hope,  if  the  friends  of  thii  Ul 
desire  to  have  Uie  bill  as  free  from  oliiiecn.'a 
as  practicable,  that  they  would  feel  the  oeeet- 
sity  absolutely  of  yielding  this  amendment 

Mr.  MORTON,  i  have  never  voted  ftff* 
bill  here  chartering  a  railroad  company  to  n^ 


1872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2609 


throngh  the  territory  of  a  State.  As  was  said 
by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey,  it  is  possible 
that  Congress  may  have  the  power  to  charter 
a  railroad  throneh  the  States,  but  I  regard  the 
power  as  donbtnil ;  and  whether  doubtful  or 
not,  I  regard  the  exercise  of  it  as  highly  inex- 
pedient. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  This  is  much  worse  than 
that. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  coming  to 
that  point.  This  amendment  involves  a  new 
proposiiioD,  to  authorize  a  corporation  created 
by  the  laws  of  one  State  to  build  a  road  into 
another  State  without  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State.  It  Would  be  the 
exercise  of  a  doubtful  power  in  my  opinion  for 
Congress  to  attempt  to  charter  a  railroad 
through  the  States,  and  I  should  think  there 
was  clearly  no  power  to  authorize  a  private 
corporation  of  one  State  to  build  a  railroad 
into  another  State  without  the  consent  of  that 
State. 

Now,  the  States  do  authorize  the  corpora- 
tions created  by  the  laws  of  other  States  to 
exercise  corporate  authority  in  their  States, 
bat  it  is  a  matter  of  State  courtesy  and  grace 
entirely.  But  this  would  be  a  very  dangerous 
precedent,  and,  in  my  opinion,  without  the 
power  of  Congress. 

I  did  not  vote  for  the  original  bill  in  this 
case.  It  authorized  the  construction  of  this 
road,  beginning  in  the  State  of  California  on 
the  one  side,  and  in  the  State  of  Texas  on  the 
other.  I  did  not  vote  for  it,  and  as  an  original 
proposition  I  could  not  vote  for  it;  but  the 
law  has  passed,  the  road  is  important,  and  I  am 
now  inclined  to  do  all  I  can  to  make  the  con- 
struction of  the  road  a  possibility.  The  im- 
portance of  the  road  cannot  be  denied  or  mis- 
understood for  a  single  moment,  and  as  the 
law  has  been  passed,  the  grant  of  lands  has 
been  made,  the  proposition  is  now  so  to  mod- 
ify it  as  to  make  the  construction  of  the  road 
possible.  I  am  disposed  to  aid  in  this  modifi- 
cation, but  I  cannot  vote  for  the  amendment 
now  proposed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  imme- 
diate question  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Culttok,]  striking  out 
the  railroad  company  named  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  committee  and  inserting  **  the 
Cairo  and  Fulton.'* 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  So  far  as  the  point  raised 
by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  and  by  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  is  concerned,  I  have 
nothine  to  say.  I  think  myself  there  may  be 
some  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  Congress 
authorizing  a  railroad  company  having  author- 
ity under  the  laws  of  one  State  to  prolong  its 
line  into  another  State  without  a  similar  au- 
thority from  that  State.  I  do  not  propose  to 
discuss  that  question  at  present.  I  only  desire 
to  say  that  if  this  authority  is  given,  I  hope  it 
will  be  given  to  a  company  which  has  not  only 
existence,  but  has  the  means  to  complete  the 
work.  This  Grand  Tower  and  San  Diego 
company,  I  apprehend,  is  in  the  hands  of 
men  who  will  not  construct  the  work,  but  will 
bold  it  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  other 
companies  a  valuable  consideration  for  the 
purpose  of  parting  with  their  franchises  when 
obtained.  I  object  to  that.  If  this  power  is 
given,  I  hope  it  will  be  given  to  a  live  organ- 
ization, one  that  will  have  sufficient  resources 
to  complete  the  work,  as  I  know  the  Cairo  and 
Fulton  company  has  at  this  time. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  that  those  who 
feel  like  promoting  this  section  should  con- 
sent to  striking  out  all  after  the  word  **  that,'' 
Id  the  first  line,  down  to  the  twenty-first  line, 
so  as  simply  to  say  : 

That  the  Grand  Tower  and  San  Dieco  Paeific  Rail- 
road Company  shall  have  the  ri^ht  to  connect  with 
the  said— 

Not  give  it  corporate  powers  at  all,  but  just 

say  it  shall  have  the  right  to  connect — 

with  the  said  The  Texas  and  Pacific  Bail  way  Com- 
pany on  equal  terms  with  other  roads,  and  with  all 
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the  rights  of  the  last-named  company,  as  to  con- 
straetion,  maintenance,  and  operation  of  the  road 
hereby  authorised. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  am  very  certain  they  havo 
that  power  now  under  the  original  act. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  1  do  not  know  about  that. 

Mr.  RICE.  No ;  it  was  in  the  original  act 
as  part  of  the  original  bill;  but  when  this 
went  out  the  power  went  out  with  it. 

Mr.  MORTON.     Let  me  read  section  five 

of  the  act : 

'*That  the  said  company  shall  have  power  and 
authority  to  make  runninff  arrangements  with  any 
railroad  company  or  companies  heretofore  chartered, 
or  that  may  hereafter  be  chartered  by  congressional, 
State,  or  territorial  aathority." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  They  have  the  power  to 
do  it ;  but  suppose  they,  do  not  choose  to  do 
it?    They  may  object  to  it. 

Mr.  RICE.  What  we  want  is  to  compel 
them  to  prorate  with  us. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  would  not  give  this 
company  corporate  powers,  but  I  would  give 
them  the  right  to  connect. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  am  willing  to  accept 
that  suggestion. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  there  is  any 
desire  to  accomplish  that,  this  is  not  the  way 
to  do  it.  This  is  authorizing  the  company 
created  by  that  State  charter  to  do  a  particular 
thing,  when  the  proper  way  is  to  require  the 
company  over  which  we  have  control  and 
which  we  are  creating  to  do  that  thing.  If 
the  object  is  to  have  a  connection  made,  then 
say  that  this  Texas  and  Pacific  road  shall  be 
obliged  to  receive  the  business  of  this  other 
road  when  it  comes  to  it.  Then  you  accomplish 
something.  But  if  we  say  that  the  road  char- 
tered by  this  charter  in  Arkansas  shall  have 
power  to  connect  with  the  Texas  and  Pacific 
road,  the  fact  remains  that  the  only  authority 
it  has  must  expire  when  it  reaches  the  bound 
ar^  of  Texas,  and  if  this  road  is  hundreds  of 
miles  south  of  that  of  course  it  amounts  to 
nothing. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  But  to  connect  how^? 
*'  Upon  equal  terms  with  other  roads.'*  They 
have  got  to  go  to  the  State  of  Texas  and  get 
the  consent  of  the  State. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  But  that  obli- 
gation should  be  put  into  the  charter  of  the 
Texas  Pacific  ;  and  we  should  not  attempt  by 
congressional  action  to  put  an  additional 
authority  into  a  State  charter. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  want  to  nsk  ray 
friend  from  Maine  one  question,  and  I  do  it 
sincerely  for  information  for  the  pnrpose  of 
setting  his  view  of  it.  I  take  it  there  is  no 
doubt  that  Congre<fS  could  charter  a  railroad 
from  Washington  to  Chicago.  It  could  incor- 
porate citizens  of  the  different  States  for  that 
purpose.  Now,  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  for 
instance,  there  are  a  great  variety  of  legal 
persons ;  there  are  males  and  females,  and 
corporations;  I  have  named  three  classes. 
Now,  may  not  Congress  incorporate,  or,  what 
is  the  same  thing,  confer  a  franchise  upon  John 
Smith  and  Tom  Joness  and  Richard  Roe  and 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  to  do 
a  certain  thing,  treating  a  corporation  of  that 
State  as  a  legal  person  of  that  State,  confer- 
ring upon  it  with  individuals  the  same  right 
that  it  could  confer  upon  individuals  alone? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  the  Senator 
attaches  any  importance  to  the  association — I 
do  not  know  whether  he  does  or  not 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  association  is  only 
important  to  illustrate  what  I  mean. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  the  Senator 
attaches  any  importance  to  the  fact  that  he 
associates  persons  with  a  corporation,  that  is 
one  proposition.  If  that  is  oij',^  put  by  way  of 
illustration,  then  I  will  not  make  any  remark 
about  that.  But  I  will  answer  the  Senator 
that  I  do  not  agree  with  him  at  all,  that  there 
is  no  doubt  about  the  fact  that  Congress  may 
charter  a  railroad  from  Washington  to  Chicago 
through  the  States;  but  I  maintain  that  the 
authorities  are  all  the  other  way.     From  the 


beginning  of  the  Government  down,  the  Gov- 
ernment has  been  careful  upon  that  question. 
In  the^  very  beginning  and  all  the  way  through 
our  history,  whenever  an  intelligent  recogni- 
tion of  that  subject  has  been  had  in  Congress, 
it  has  never  undertaken  to  exercise  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  for  any  purpose  in  any 
State  without  the  consent  of  the  State.  Begin- 
ning now  with  our  very  early  history,  when  it 
was  contemplated  to  build  the  great  national 
way  across  the  Alleghany  mountains  from  our 
national  capital,  Congress,  entertaining  the 
proposition,  provided  in  the  very  first  act  that 
the  consent  of  the  States  through  which  that 
road  was  to  run  should  be  first  bad.  And  if 
you  will  look  through  the  acts  of  Congress, 
running  back  as  far  as  1796,  I  think,  when  this 
project  was  contemplated,  the  action  of  Con- 
gress was  predicatea  upon  the  supposition  that 
It  was  necesRary  to  obtain  the  consent  of  those 
States  to  making  the  road  ;  and  it  provided  for 
that  assent,  and  it  had  the  assent  of  those  Le- 
gislatures formally  granted  before  it  was  entered 
upon.  From  that  period  down,  so  far  as  I 
know  or  believe,  and  so  far  as  I  am  informed 
and  understand,  that  principle  has  run  through 
the  whole  history  of  this  country. 

Mr.  TflURMAN.  Will  my  friend  allow  me 
to  interrupt  him  a  moment? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     Certainly. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  concur  with  the  Senator 
from  Maine  entirely  in  his  view  of  the  Constitu- 
tion ;  but  how  can  he  say  that  that  view  haa 
governed  Congress  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that 
the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad  Company  is 
authorized  to  make  its  road  through  the  State 
of  Minnesota;  that  the  Union  Pacific  Com- 
pany is  authorized  to  make  its  road  through 
the  State  of  Nebraska ;  that  the  Southern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company  is  authorized  to 
make  its  road  through  the  State  of  Texas,  and 
that  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 

Sany  is  authorized  to  make  its  road  through 
[issouri  and  Arkansas ;  and  that  this  very 
charter  before  us  authorizes  the  making  of  a 
road  not  only  through  Texas,  but  also  through 
California  ? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  My  honorable 
friend  did  not  quite  apprehend  what  I  said.  I 
said  that  from  the  earliest  period  down  until 
we  authorized  railroads  to  be  constructed 
across  the  countrv  between  the  Missouri  and 
the  Sierra  Nevada  such  had  been  our  prac- 
tice ;  and  (here  is  no  question  about  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.    That  is  true. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  This  lesislation 
which  the  honorable  Senator  has  alluded  to  I 
characterized  as  exceptional. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     And  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Thoroughly 
unconstitutional.  I  have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  in  saying  that.  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
answering  in  the  most  unqualified  manner  that 
it  has  never  had  ray  assent  at  any  period  of 
this  legislation.  But  the  Senator  understands 
that  the  legislation  to  which  we  are  alluding 
here  came  upon  us  at  a  very  exceptional 
period  in  the  history  of  this  country.  He  will 
find  that  all  these  charters  were  granted  during 
the  period  of  war  when  it  could  hardly  be  said 
that  there  was  an  intelligent  recognition  of 
what  we  were  doing  in  this  regard.  That  is 
what  I  meant  by  what  I  said  in  response  to  the 
remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin.  The 
charter  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railway  Company 
was  secured,  it  will  be  remembered,  in  1862. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  '  Do  I  understand  my 
friend  from  Maine  to  hold  that  all  these  char- 
ters Are  unconstitutional  ? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  So  far  as  the 
States  are  concerned,  I  do  not  believe  that 
Congress  was  authorized  to  grant  them  through 
the  States  without  the  consent  of  the  States. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  States  have  noth- 
ing to  do  with  it.  •  Congress  either  had  the 
power  or  it  had  not. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  think 
that  is  a  clear  question  at  all.    That  questioo 
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was  mooted  very  earlj,  and  my  honorable 
friend  will  find  tbaC  it  was  discussed  at  a  very 
early  period  of  the  Government,  and  there 
was  a  great  contrariety  of  opinion  upon  it. 
The  majority  of  opinion  is  the  other  way, 
that  the  assent  of  the  State  will  cure  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  It  seems  remarkable 
to  me.  Here  is  a  charter  passed  by  Congress ; 
and  when  Congress  gives  it  what  validity  it 
can  give  it,  it  is  either  a  constitutional  act  or 
an  unconstitutional  act.  There  is  no  such 
thing  as  its  being  constitutional  as  to  some  per- 
sons and  unconstitutional  as  to  others.  The 
question  is  whether  it  is  a  proper  exercise  of 
any  power  conferred  upon  Congress.  If  it  is 
not,  then  it  is  void.  If  it  is,  it  is  perfectly 
valid,  no  matter  who  likes  it  or  who  dislikes  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  understand 
that  to  be  the  view  of  the  honorable  Senator ; 
but  I  have  just  been  saying  that  there  is  a  con- 
trariety of  opinion  on  that  subject,  and  the 
majority  of  opinion  is  that  with  the  consent 
of  the  State  it  can  be  done.  That  is  no  new 
proposition;  it  is  as  old  as  this  question,  which 
began  very  early  in  the  history  of  the  Govern- 
ment. 

I  hope  we  shall  engage  no  more  in  such 
legislation.  The  only  apology  for  it  is  that  it 
was  at  a  period  of  the  country  when  we  were 
doing  these  things  under  circumstances  when 
it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  there  would 
be  an  intelligent  recognition  of  it.  But  that  is 
not  the  question  here.  So  much  for  the  first 
proposition,  which  the  honorable  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  says  is  a  proposition  without  doubt. 
It  is  without  doubt  in  my  judgment,  but  on 
the  other  side.  That  is  not  this  question  by 
any  means  at  all. 

The  point  here  is  whether  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  can  confer  this  power  upon 
a  private  State  corporation.  I  do  not  think 
it  can,  and  I  think  there  is  an  obvious  distinc- 
tion between  the  two  things.  If  there  were  no 
doubt  about  the  other  proposition,  I  should  say 
there  was  very  great  aoubt  about  this. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  This  is  an  exceed- 
ingly important  point,  and  I  desire  not  to  have 
it  pass  without  stating  the  view  which  I  enter- 
tain upon  it,  because  it  is  important  in  other 
matters  more  than  in  this  particular  case. 

I  do  not  entertain  the  slighest  doubt  of  the 
power  of  Congress  to  build  a  road  from 
Washington  to  Chicago,  or  Washington  to 
San  Francisco,  or  between  any  two  points  in 
the  United  States,  and  to  locate  the  road  and 
exercise  the  right  of  eminent  domain  for  the 
purpose  of  building  it,  and-  to  put  it  in  com- 
plete operation,  either  in  its  own  name  as  its 
own  property,  or  to  authorize  a  corporation  to 
do  it  for  and  on  its  behalf. 

There  are  two  or  three  heads  of  Federal 
power  under  which,  it  seems  to  me,  there  can 
be  no  question  that  Congress  possesses  this 
right.  Take,  for  instance,  the  power  to  estab- 
lish post  offices  and  post  roads.  What  does 
that  mean?  **  The  Congress  shall  have  power 
to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads. '*  Can 
there  be  any  doubt  that  Congress  can  build  a 
post  road  from  Washington  to  San  Francisco, 
and  build  it  of  iron,  copper,  brass,  wood,  or 
brick,  or  mud,  or  anything  else  it  chooses  to 
make  it  with  ?    Again  : 


•«i 


The  CoDgress  shall  hare  power  to  regulate  oom- 
merce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
States." 

What  do  we  mean  by  regulating  commerce? 
What  do  we  mean  by.  regulating  foreign  com- 
merce? Why,  that  we  can  build  harbors,  that 
we  can  dredge  rivers,  that  we  can  build  light- 
houses and  all  the  conveniences  for  commerce. 
The  regulation  of  commerce  includes  facili- 
tating commerce.  If  you  may  build  a  harbor 
in  New  York,  if  you  may  improve  any  of  the 
Atlantic  coast  harbors,  you  may  do  any  other 
act  which  the  convenience  and  necessity  of 
commerce  demands.  Your  power  over  com- 
merce between  the  States  is  as  ample  and  com- 
plete as   it  is  over   commerce    with   foreign 


nations,  and  if  you  may  build  a  harbor  to 
facilitate  foreign  commerce,  you  may  build  a 
harbor  or  a  railroad  to  facilitate  internal  com- 
merce. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Is  there  any 
limitation  of  the  power  of  the  Government  in 
regard  to  commerce? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  There  are  limitations 
upon  it,  but  not  with  reference  to  this ;  for  in- 
stance, the  regulations  must  be  uniform  through 
the  States  as  to  duties,  and  So  on. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  mean,  have 
the  States  any  limiiation  on  that  power? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Not  the  slightest. 
Here  is  a  theory,  which  I  think  ought  never  to 
be  lost  sight  of,  about  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  My  theory  of  State  rights,  my 
theory  of  Federal  rights,  is  that  we  should 
hold  steadily  in  mind  this  great  fact,  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  ordained 
and  established  for  the  purpose  of  makinK  a 
separation  of  sovereign  powers  and  a  distribu- 
tion of  them  between  the  States  and  the  Union. 
It  was  not  the  design  of  the  Constitution  to 
cripple,  impair,  or  abolish  any  ri^ht  of  sover- 
eignty. Take,  for  instance,  the  right  of  regu- 
lating commerce.  The  question  was  where 
the  power  should  be  located.  The  Convention 
took  it  from  the  States  and  located  it  in  the 
Federal  Government  Now,  the  Federal  Gov 
ernment  has  as  complete  power  over  the  regu- 
lation of  commerce  as  Russia  has,  except  as 
it  is  restricted  by  the  express  provisions  of  the 
Constitution.  Take  the  war  power.  Except 
as  that  power  is  restricted  by  the  Constitution 
itself,  we  have  as  great  a  power  and  as  com- 
plete control  over  the  whole  subject,  and  over 
all  the  means  and  methods  of  warfare,  as  Russia 
has,  or  Turkey,  or  any  other  nation  on  earth. 
In  other  words,  the  sovereign  power  of  mak- 
ing war  is  lodged  in  this  Government,  and  is 
supreme  in  this  Government  except  as  it  is 
regulated  and  limited  by  provisions  in  the  Con- 
stitution. Take  the  power  over  commerce. 
Whatever  England  may  do,  whatever  other 
nations  have  done  under  this  head,  we  can  do 
if  we  are  not  hampered  by  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     Are  we? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Not  in  this  respect 
that  we  are  talking  about  now.  We  are  ham- 
pered as  to  the  duties  we  shall  levy;  we  can 
make  no  regulation  of  commerce  levying  duties 
which  shall  discriminate  between  the  States ; 
we  cannot  require  a  ship  going  from  one  State 
to  another  State  to  enter  and  pay  tribute. 
These  are  specific  limitations  placed  upon  the 
power  to  r<>gulate  commerce  *,  and  if  the  Con- 
stitution took  but  of  the  power  to  regulate 
<;ommeroe  the  power  to  build  a  harbor  or  to 
build  a  light  house  or  to  build  a  railroad,  then 
we  could  not  do  either ;  but  it  has  put  no  such 
restriction  upon  the  power,  and  the  power  of 
this  Government  to  regulate  commerce  except 
in  the  particulars  excepted  by  the  Constitu- 
tion is  as  absolute  and  supreme  as  the  power 
of  Russia  to  regulate  commerce. 

Now,  then,  the  question  here  comes  as  to 
the  right  of  eminent  domain.  It  is  said  we 
cannot  exercise  that,  and  that  seems  to  me 
to  be  the  strangest  proposition  in  the  whole 
series.  In  the  first  place,  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  establishes  a  Government ; 
that  Government  must  needs  have  forts  and 
arsenals  and  post  offices  and  other  public 
buildings  for  the  transaction  of  the  business 
of  the  Government.  The  Constitution  does 
not  say  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
build  a  Capitol  or  a  post  office.  These  are 
incidental  powers;  they  are  covered  and  em- 
braced in  the  fact  that  you  have  created  a 
Government,  and  that  your  Government  must 
have  a  place  to  dwell  in  and  transact  your  busi- 
ness in.  But  here  is  a  limitation  put  upon  that 
power  which  is  implied  in  the  very  creation 
of  Government,  put  here  by  the  fifth  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution: 

"  Nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  pablie 
use,  without  just  compensation." 


What  is  the  meaning  of  that?     That  is  a 

restriction  upon  a  power.    What  power  ?    The 

power  which  everybody  knew  was  vested  a 

the  Government  of  the  United  States  from  tL& 

mere  fact  that  it  was  made  a  Govern meot  &cc 

not  a  league  or  alliance  between  indepeodAt 

States.     The  Constitution  created  a  Goven;- 

ment.     It  has  the  power  of  a  Govern  aei:. 

Then  comes  in  the  fifth  amendment  to  prereat 

abuse  of  this  conceded  power  by  saying,  *"'  Tm^. 

you  may  take  private  property  for  public  lu^. 

but  you  shall   not  take  private  property  tur 

public  use  without  just  compensatjan.*' 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Mr.  Preaideot 

Mr.  POMERO  Y.    I  think  if  we  go  on  with 

this  discussion  about  the  Constitation  we  shai. 

never  come  to  any  vote  on  this  bill.     I  want 

to  offer  my  contribution  by  way  of  anbf(tiui;« 

for  this  whole  section.  •  I  think  we  shall  ruu 

clear  of  the  Constitution  in  it,  at  any  rate. 

My  contribution  is  simply  as  a  matter  of  suf - 

gestion    to   these  Senators.     If  they  60  ntt 

choose  to  accept  it,  I  will  not  force  it  to  a  vote. 

It  is  to  put  the  section  in  this  forna  : 

Sbc.  6.  That  an?  railroad  company  dulj  aacber* 
ized  by  the  Statea  of  Arkaoeas  and  Texas.  sh«tl  bare 
the  right  to  connect  with  the  Texas  aod  Pacific  rail- 
road in  Texas,  upon  just  and  fair  terms,  and  if  li« 
companies  fail  toasreeupon  terms,  the  «aAeeba]^ 
be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Mr.  Preaideot 

Mr.  CONELING.  By  permiasioD  of  tb? 
Senator  from  Ohio,  if  he  is  going  to  discifj 
this  qaestion,  I  wish  he  wonld  state  bis  viev 
as  to  there  being  any  distinction — I  bav^e  beec 
reflecting  upon  it  for  a  moment,  and  1  am  at 
a  loss  to  know  whether  there  is  a  diatiocti^/a. 
between  the  power  of  Congress  to  antbori^ 
the  construction  of  a  railroad  through  a  State 
by  a  direct  and  original  charter  of  its  ovl. 
and  the  power  of  Congress  to  authorize  thai 
same  construction  under  a  charter  granted  br 
a  State.  In  other  words,  we  have  held  tc* 
often  to  doubt  it  now  that  we  hare  a  rigbc  ti.< 
adopt  a  charter  granted  by  a  Slate  and  ihea 
conier  rights  upon  those  operating  under  thai 
charter  as  to  the  State  in  which  the  charur 
esists.  Now,  I  invite  the  Senator's  atteoti<>i 
to  the  question  whether  there  be  any  dt«tiBc- 
tion  between  the  power  of  Congress  to  adopt 
that  charter  as' an  instrumentality,  projectii^ 
a  railroad  through  an  additional  State,  aci 
by  original  action  of  our  own,  without  refer- 
ence to  a  State  charter  providiDf  that  tbd 
same  thing  may  be  done. 

When  the  Senator  from  Maine  first  made  tbe 
suggestion  of  a  distinction  between  onr  iegii- 
lation  in  this  respect,  I  was  willing  to  acee^it 
it  as  a  matter  of  fact,  though  I  do  not  knov 
whether  it  is  a  matter  of  fact  io  all  e&^.v 
though  it  certainly  is  in  some;  bnt  npoc  re- 
flection I  was  led  to  doubt  whether  he  vbu 
affirms  the  power  of  Congress  10  constmcr  a 
railroad  through  one  State  crossing  the  lice 
of  another  and  through  that,  can  at  the  satae 
time  say  that  that  power  may  not  be  exerci§ed 
by  adopting  a  charter  granted  by  a  Stat«  o'T 
a  corporation  residing  in  a  certain  State,  sci 
conferring  upon  that  the  power  to  go  farther. 
If  there  is  a  distinction,  I  wish  tbe  Senaior 
when  he  comes  to  it  in  the  line  of  his  remarks 
will  point  it  out. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  would  like  very  mfiA 
to  discuss  this  question ;  but,  in  the  first  plac?. 
the  hour  in  the  afternoon  forbids  it,  and,  ta 
the  second  place,  I  am  very  well  aware  that 
there  is  no  discussion  not  only  more  uninter- 
esting but  more  irksome  to  the  Senate  than  a 
discussion  upon  the  provisions  of  the  Constita- 
tion of  the  united  States. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Oh,  by  no  means;  T«t 
are  mistaken. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  say  it  is  especiaHr  >q 
when  the  Constitution  and  the  desires  <^(  * 
railroad  company  are  in  conflict.  Then  it  * 
almost  impossible  for  the  Senate  to  listen,  ss^ 
I  say  this  without  any  disrespect  to  the  Sen- 
ate. I  am  not  accustomed  to  treat  antbod? 
and  certainly  not  a  body  to  which  I  beioaf. 
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with  disrespect.  Bat  when  the  necessities,  as 
it  is  supposed,  of  improvement  in  the  country 
and  the  opinions  of  practical  men  who  will  not 
look  at  the  necessities  of  a  Constitution  in  a 
country  come  in  conflict^  i  know  very  well  that 
practical  men  are  apt  to  regard  all  discussion 
upon  the  Constitution  of  the  country  as  simply 
the  exercise  of  legal  or  professional  ingenuity. 
I  shall  not  therefore  venture  to  make  an  elab* 
oi*ate  argument  upon  this  question,  if  I  were 
ever  so  well  prepared  to  do  it.  The  truth  of 
it  is  that  it  is  a  question  which  has  been  dis- 
cussed from  almost  the  foundation  of  the  Gov- 
ernment down  to  this  day.  It  is  an  extremely 
large  question.  It  has  not  only  been  discussed 
in  Congress,  but  it  has  been  discussed  in  the 
courts,  and  he  who  attempts  to  debate  it  ought 
to  have  ample  time  and  opportunity  and  ample 
preparation. 

Mr.  President,  before  I  proceed  I  ask  that 
the  amendment  now  under  consideration  may 
be  reported. 

The  Chiep  Clerk.  The  amendment  is  to 
strike  out  '^  Grand  Tower  and  Pacific '^  and 
insert  *^  Cairo  and  Fulton.*' 

Mr.  RICE.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  that  we  vote  on  that  before  the  discus- 
sion of  the  other  question. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  it  is  a  mere  change 
in  the  corporation,  very  well. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    A  change  in  corporation. 

Mr.  RICE.     I  am  opposed  to  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Really  the  subject  mat- 
ter of  the  controversy  seems  to  be  this: 
whether  or  not  you  shall  undertake  to  confer 
on  this  corporation,  whether  it  be  the  Grand 
Tower  and  San  Diego  Railroad  Company,  a 
corporation  organized  under  the  laws  of  Ark- 
ansas, or  whether  it  be  the  Cairo  and  some 
other  company,  a  corporation  created  under 
the  laws  of  some  other  State 

Mr.  RICE.     No,  Arkansas  also. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Of  Arkansas  too. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.     Arkansas  and  Missouri. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  question  is  whether 
you  will  confer  upon  them  the  powers  con- 
tained in  this  section,  to  wit : 

To  survey,  lay  out,  looate.  and  eonstmet,  fur- 
nish, maintain,  and  operate  and  enjoy  a  oontinuoua 
railroad  and  telegraph  line,  with  the  appurtenances, 
from  a  point  near  Fulton,  in  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
by  the  most  eligible  roate,  to  some  point  on  the  line 
of  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railway  Company  not  west 
of  Dallas,  in  the  State  of  Texas;  and  the  right  of 
way  is  hereby  granted  to  said  company  to  the  extent 
of  one  hundred  feet  in  width  on  each  side  of  said 
railroad  line,  including  all  necessary  grounds  for 
stations,  eating- bouses,  workshops,  depots,  machine- 
shops,  side-tracks,  switches,  turn-tables,  and  water- 
stutions,  not  exceeding  forty  acres,  for  said  purposes 
at  any  one  point,  and  at  distances  not  less  than  five 
miles ;  and  the  right  of  way  across  the  lands  of  pri- 
vate persons  shall  be  obtained  in  the  same  manner 
and  by  the  same  means  as  is  provided  for  procuring 
the  right  of  way  1^  the  Texas  and  Pacific  Railway 
Company :  which  Grand  Tower  and  San  Diego  Pacific 
Railroad  Company— 

Or  Cairo  and  Fulton  Railroad  Company,  as 
the  case  may  be — 

shall  have  the  right  to  connect  with  the  said  The 
Texas  and  Pacific  Railway  Company  on  equal  terms 
\ritb  other  roads,  and  with  all  the  rights  of  said  last- 
named  company,  as  to  construction,  maintenance, 
and  operation  of  the  road  hereby  authorised:  Pro- 
tfided.  That  said  Grand  Tower  and  San  Diego  Pacific 
Riiilroad  Company  shall  not  be  entitled  to  any 
pablic  lands  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  President,  before  I  proceed  to  consider 
the  grave  and  fundamental  questions  which 
have  been  suggested,  there  is  one  thing  that 
strikes  me  as  a  very  singular  thing  in  this  pro- 
vision. The  United  States  owns  not  one  foot 
of  land  in  the  State  of  Texas,  so  far  as  I  know. 
That  being  the  case,  we  have  the  singular  spec* 
tacle  presented  of  Congress  aUempting  to  give 
to  a  corporation  created  by  the  laws  of  Ark- 
ansas alone  land  in  the  State  of  Texas  to 
which  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
has  no  title  whatsoever. 

The  ne:(t  singular  proposition  is  that  you 
undertake  to  add  to  the  powers  of'  a  State 
corporation.  You  undertake  to  give  to  a 
State  corporation  powers  that  that  corpor- 
ation does  not  under  its  State  charter  enjoy  ; 
and  that  I  deny  can  be  donci  wholly  irrespect- 


ive of  the  question  what  power  Congress  has 
to  charter  railroad  companies  or  to  make 
railroads  through  States.  A  recurrence  to  a 
few  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  law 
on  the  subject  of  corporations,  or  even  one 
fundamental  principle,  ought  to  be  sufficient  to 
settle  this  matter. 

A  corporation  is  an  artificial  being,  possess- 
ing such  powers  as  are  conferred  upon  it  by 
its  charter,  and  none  others  whatsoever.  It 
is  wholly  the  creature  of  law ;  it  has  no  nat- 
ural rights  whatsoever;  and  the  rule  is  uni- 
versal that  it  can  exercise  no  powers  but  such 
as  are  expressly  conferred  upon  it,  or  such  as 
result  by  necessary  implication.  That  being 
the  case,  when  the  State  of  Arkansas  has 
created  a  corporation  authorized  to  make  a 
road  in  the  State  of  Arkansas  alone,  that  is  a 
corporation  or  being  which  has  no  faculty  to 
accept  any  enlargement  of  its  authority  from 
any  other  power  than  the  State  of  Arkansas. 
The  State  of  Arkansas  has  created  it,  created 
it  with  certain  restricted  powers,  and  it  has  no 
authority,  and  cannot  have  authority  except  by 
the  assent  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  to  acoept 
any  addition  to  its  corporate  franchises  what- 
ever. I  do  not  know  what  powers  are  given 
to  these  corporations  by  the  charter  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas,  and  in  the  absence  of  any 
proof  here  that  the  State  of  Arkansas  has 
authorized  these  corporations  to  go  beyond 
that  State,  I  deny  th^t  there  is  any  power  in 
this  world  that  can  confer  upon  them  a  power 
to  go  beyond  that  State,  xou  may, .if  you 
have  the  power  to  create  another  corporation, 
extend  it;  but  yon  have  no  power  to  interfere 
with  the  legislation  of  the  State  of  Arkansas, 
and  confer  upon  one  of  its  corporations  a 
power  that  that  State  does  not  see  fit  to  con- 
fer itself. 

What  is  the  railroad  law?  Why,  even  where 
a  State  has  incorporated  a  railroad  company 
for  a  particular  purpose,  as  to  run  from  A  to 
B,  and  the  Legislature  of  the  same  State  after- 
ward declares  it  shall  have  power  to  run,  not 
simply  from  A  to  B,  but  A  to  C,  beyond  the 
terminus  of  its  original  charter,  unless  that 
corporation  accepts  that  provision  extending 
its  powers  it  has  no  ri^ht  whatever  to  go 
beyond  the  original  terminus  in  its  charter. 
If  it  does  accept  the  power,  then  the  weight 
of  authority  is  that  a  dissenting  stockholder 
may  restrain  it  from  proceeding,  or  at  least 
using  any  part  of  the  money  that  he  has  con- 
tributed to  the  corporation  in  order  to  make 
the  extension;  and  in  England  the  right  is 
absolutely  restrained ;  in  this  country  it  is  not. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  question  whether 
you  can  authorize  a  corporation  to  do  a  cer- 
tain thing  and  the  question  whether  you  can 
compel  them  to  do  it  are  diflferent  things. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  know  they  are  very 
different  things,  but  what  I  say  is  that  you 
cannot  authorize  a  corporation  to  depart  from 
the  original  object  of  the  charter.  For  in- 
stance, suppose  a  Legislature  were  to  incorpo- 
rate a  railroad  company,  and  a  subsequent 
Legislature  of  the  same  State  should  pass  an 
act  saying  that  that  company  need  not  build 
a  railroad  but  might  go  into  the  business  of 
banking,  an^  stockholder  who  had  subscribed 
to  it  as  a  railroad  corporation  might  enjoin  it 
from  accepting  this  amendment  to  its  charter. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  My  friend  calls  my 
attention  to  that.  Let  me  call  his  attention  to 
the  effect  of  what  he  is  saying.  That  may  all 
be  so,  but  that  simply  comes  to  this :  that  the 
corporation  does  not  consent  in  a  legal  way  to 
accept  the  new  franchise  conferred  on  it ;  that 
is  all. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  proves  this:  that 
even  the  Legislature  itself,  that  created  the 
corporation,  has  no  power,  in  violation  of  the 
rights  of  those  who  have  subscribed  to  the 
stock,  to  change  the  purpose  and  object  of 
that  cor)30ration.  That  is  what  it  proves.  I 
know  very  well  that  the  law  as  it  is  adminis- 
tered in  England  on  this  subject  is  not  accord- 
ing   to  the  current  of  American    decisions, 


with  the  exception  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
where  they  have  adhered  to  the  English  rule 
on  that  subiect ;  and  that  we  do  allow  corpo- 
rations, by  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  that 
created  them,  to  have  enlarged  powers  far 
beyond  those  granted  in  the  original  charter  to 
promote  which  the  subscribers  to  the  stock  of 
the  company  made  their  subscriptions;  but  in 
almost  every  act  of  that  kind,  and  certainly  in 
every  one  that  has  been  sustaiaed  by  the  courts, 
there  is  the  privilege  given  to  a  dissenting 
stockholder  to  have  pay  for  his  stock,  and  to 
withdraw  from  the  concern. 

But  here  is  a  proposition  that  a  wholly  differ- 
ent sovereignty  than  the  sovereignty  of  the 
State  of  Arkansas  shall  confer  upon  a  corpor- 
ation chartered  by  Arkansas,  with  the  funds  sub- 
scribed by  the  stockholders  under  the  charier 
of  Arkansas,  a  power  to  use  its  funds,  which 
the  Legislature  of  Arkansas  said  should  be 
used  to  build  a  road  in  Arkansas,  to  build  a 
road  in  Texas.  That  is  what  it  means.  The 
Legislature  of  Arkansas  said,  **We  authorize 
you,  A  B,  C  D,  and  E  F,  to  be  a  corpor- 
ation, to  collect  money  by  subscriptions  to 
your  stock;  we  endow  you  with  certain  facul- 
ties, all  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  road  in 
the  State  of  Arkansas."  And  now  Congress 
comes  in  and  says,  if  this  amendment  is 
adopted,  **  You  may  take  those  funds  thus  sub- 
scribed to  build  a  road  in  Arkansas  and  by 
^our  charter  limited  to  the  building  of  a  road 
in  Arkansas  and  divert  them  to  a  wholly  differ- 
ent purpose,  to  wit,  to  building  a  road  in 
Texas. ' '  How  can  any  one  say  that  thero  is 
any  authority  for  that? 

Mr.  President,  I  am  not  going  into  the  ques- 
tion about  the  power  of  Congress  to  charter 
companies  to  build  railroads.  My  own  belief 
about  it  is  that  that  power  cannot  be  found  in 
the  Constitution.  1  know  very  well  that  a 
strong  argument  can  be  made  in  favor  of  it. 
I  do  not  think  the  provision  about  post  oQces 
and  post  roads  at  ail  authorizes  it.  I  never  di  i 
think  so ;  but  I  will  not  take  up  the  time  of 
the  Senate  with  arguing  that  question.  As  to 
the  power  to  regulate  commerce,  it  has  always 
been  amazing  to  me  that  anybody  could  sup- 
pose that  a  power  to  regulate,  not  to  create, 
a  power  simply  to  regulate,  authorized  Con- 
ferees to  go  on  making  any  works  of  internal 
improvements  it  pleased  in  the  Republic. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  would  like  to  ask 
my  friend  where  he  gets  the  power  to  improve 
the  harbor  of  New  x  ork,  or  to  build  a  light- 
house on  the  Atlantic  coast? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  know  very  well  what 
that  argument  is,  and  I  know  very  well  how 
much  I  have  heard  on  that  subject,  and  I 
never  could  satisfactorily  answer  in  my  own 
mind  the  question  which  the  Senator  has  put 
to  me ;  but  it  only  proves  that  one  bad  prece- 
dent may  make  another  bad  precedent.  But 
because  you  may  do  that,  I  do  not  think  it 
follows  at  all  that  you  may  enter  upon  the  soil 
that  belongd  to  a  State  and  make  any  improve- 
ments that  you  please  upon  that.  Nor  will 
the  power  to  dispose  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose.  I 
submit  that  I  never  have  known  of  but  one 
single  clause  of  the  Constitution  that,  in  my 
judgment,  gave  any  strong  color  to  this  claim  ; 
and  that  is  the  power  to  make  war,  to  main- 
tain an  army  ana  navy,  and  to  suppress  insur- 
rection ;  for  military  roads  ma^  be  necessi- 
ties, railroads  may  become  military  necessi- 
ties, and  therefore  that  is  the  only  clause  in 
the  Constitution  which  ever  seemed  to  me  to 
contain  anything  like  or  approaching  to  a 
sufficient  justification  for  the  exercise  of  this 
power. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  Constitution 
gives  Congress  the  right  and  power  to  levy 
and  make  war  and  suppress  insurrection. 
Now,  as  an  incident  to  that,  it  may  build  a 
road  over  which  to  transport  its  troops,  its 
supplies,  its  militia,  its  ammunition,  and  so 
forth.  The  Constitution  also  authorizes  Con- 
gress to  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads, 
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which  we  all  understand,  as  it  is  in  modern 
days  construed  to  be  a  grant  of  power  to  Coo- 

Sess  to  regulate  the  whole  postal  service  of 
e  country.  Now,  may  not  the  building  of  a 
road  over  which  to  transport  the  mails  be  just 
as  legitimately  defended  under  that  provision, 
as  building  a  road  to  transport  militia  and 
amunition  under  the  war  power? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  think  not;  but  I  am 
not  going  into  an  argument,  as  I  said  before, 
on  this  subject.  It  is  too  large  a  subject  en- 
tirely, and  it  ought  not  to  be  treated  of  in  the 
few  minutes  that  remain  of  this  day's  session. 
1  admit  the  force  of  the  argument  under  the 
war  power.  There  is  great  force  in  it.  My 
only  answer  to  it  is  this :  that  you  are  never  to 
strain  a  power  beyond  any  fair  and  reasonable 
necessity  of  its  exercise  in  order  to  do  some- 
thing that  really  when  you  appeal  to  the  power 
you  appeal  tb  a  mere  fiction,  if  you  do  not 
intend  it  as  such. 

But  it  is  not  necessary  to  go  into  this  consti- 
tutional argument.  Here  the  proposition  is  to 
confer  by  congressional  action  upon  a  corpor- 
ation created  by  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and 
which  is  not  shown  at  all  to  have  any  jpower 
to  go  beyond  the  State  of  Arkansas,  a  right  to 
make  a  road  in  the  State  of  Texas,  and,  to  use 
the  language  of  this  bill,  to  give  it  land  to 
which  we  have  no  title  whatsoever,  the  very 
amendment  itself  saying  that  it  shall  have  no 
land  that  belongs  to  the  United  States. 

One  word  more.  It  is  perfectly  competent 
for  a  State  to  charter  a  railroad  company  with 
authority  to  make  a  road  through  another 
State.  Why  is  that?  The  State  of  New  York 
may  incorporate  a  railroad  company  with  the 
faculty  of  making  a  road  from  the  city  of  New 
York  to  the  city  of  San  Francisco.  That  is 
all  right  enough.  But  what  can  it  do  ?  Why 
is  it  that  power  is  given  to  it.to  make  a  road 
beyond  tbe  limits  of  the  State  of  New  York? 
Simf)ly  that  its  making  such  a  road,  if  it  can 
^et  the  authority  from  the  other  States  to  do 
It,  shall  not  be  a  violation  of  its  charter,'  so  that 
it  shall  not  forfeit  its  charter  by  using  it  for 
that  purpose.  The  State  of  New  York,  when 
it  chiirters  a  railroad  company  to  construct  a 
road  from  the  city  of  New  York  to  San  Fran- 
cisco, does  not  assume  that  it  has  power  to 
authorize  that  company  to  make  a  road  in  any 
other  State  thun  New  York  ;  but  it  simply  gives 
the  corporation  the  faculty  to  do  it  with  tbe 
assent  of  the  other  States.  So  now  I  agree  if 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  has  power 
to  charter  a  railroad  company  at  all,  it  may 
give  that  company  the  faculty  of  uniting  with 
any  corporation  authorized  by  a  State,  if  the 
State  charter  authorizes  the  union,  and  if  the 
State  charter  confers  upon  the  State  corpora- 
tion sufticient  power  for  that  purpose.  There 
is  no  difficulty  whatever  about  tnat.  But  the 
trouble  here  is  that  so  far  as  appears  to  us  this 
Arkansas  corporation  has  no  pow.er  to  go  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and 
if  it  had,  we  have  no  power  whatsoever  to  say 
that  it  shall  have  the  right  of  way  and  a  right 
to  maintain  and  operate  a  road  throughout  the 
State  of  Texas  without  the  consent  of  the  State 
of  Texas.  If  the  Arkansas  corporation  has 
the  right  to  make  this  road  through  the  State 
of  Texas,  then  no  act  of  ours  is  necessary  for 
that  purpose.  If  it  has  not  that  right,  then  we 
cannot  confer  that  right  upon  it ;  and  that,  not 
upon  the  theory  that  Congress  can  charter  a 
company,  but  upon  the  idea,  upon  the  essen- 
tial fact,  that  the  creator  of  that  corporation, 
the  State  of  Arkansas,  has  gi?en  it  no  faculty 
to  do  ihat,^  and  we  cannot,  therefore,  give  that 
faculty  to  it. 

I  supposed  when  I  came  in  that  the  question 
before  the  Senate  was  whether  this  provision 
in  this  section  should  be  stricken  out,  not 
merely  a  change  in  the  name,  because  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  Jersey  had  intimated  that  that 
was  his  purpose. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Before  the  Senator 
passes  from  that  point,  let  me  suggest  one  re- 
mark to  him  simply.     He  says  we  cannot  con- 


fer this  power  on  this  corporation  because  the 
State  of  Arkansas  has  not  conferred  it.  John 
Smith  residing  in  Arkansas  has  no  such  power, 
the  State  has  not  conferred  it  upon  him,  but 
can  we  not  confer  it  upon  him  ?  It  might  re- 
sult in  the  hardship  which  he  speaks  of;  the 
corporation  might  not  consent  to  exercise  the 
franchise  we  authorize  it  to  do ;  or  it  might  so 
happen  the  corporate  existence  would  he  de- 
stroyed. What  is  the  result?  Simply  the 
legal  entity  or  person  vou  dealt  with  has  died. 
That  might  happen  with  an  individual  that  yon 
incorporated.  That  does  not  touch  the  ques- 
tion of  your  power  to  confer  the  authority;  yon 
cannot  make  a  man  live  to  exercise  it ;  you 
cannot  compel  the  corporation  to  exercise  it 
The  question  relates  to  your  power  to  confer 
tbe  right,  not  your  power  to  compel  them  to 
exercise  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am-  amazed  that  my 
friend,  who  is  so  excellent  a  lawyer,  should 
liken  a  corporation  to  John  Smith,  a  natural 
person.  John  Smith,  a  natural  person,  has 
every  right  in  the  world  that  is  not  prohib- 
ited by  law.  There  is  no  right  that  a  human 
being  can  have  that  John  Smith,  a  natural 
person,  does  not  possess,  except  such  rights 
as  are  prohibited  by  law  ;  and  when  I  speak 
of  law,  I  speak  of  it  in  its  broad^t  sense, 
constitutional,  statute,  and  common  law.  A 
corporation  has  no  powers  at  all  except  such 
as  are  conferred  upon  it.  it  has  no  natural 
rights  whatsoever,  and  it  cannot,  therefore,  if 
it  is  chartered  to  make  a  road  from  A  to  B, 
make  a  road  beyond  its  terminus,  and  it  has  no 
power  to  accept  authority  to  make  it  unless 
that  power  is  contained  in  its  charter.  That 
is  the  trouble  in  this  case. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  wish  merely 
to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  that  as  this 
amendment  had  not  been  adopted  and  was  not 
incorporated  in  the  bill,  the  motion  to  strike 
out  would  not  have  been  in  order.  I  expressed 
my  views  in  reference  to  it  while  the  Senator 
was  out  of  the  Chamber,  on  the  motion  to 
adopt  this  amendment,  whereupon  a  motion 
was  made  to  substitute  some  other  company, 
the  Cairo  and  Fulton,  io  place  of  the  Qrand 
Tower  and  San  Diego  company.     That  is  the 

r>sition  of  this  question,  and,  Mr.  President, 
carefully  avoided  entering  upon  the  consti- 
tutional question,  because  that  question  can- 
not be  discussed  in  an  hour  or  in  half  a  day. 
The  ground  on  which  I  opposed  the  adop- 
tion of  this  amendment  was  that  it  was  emi- 
nently inexpedient,  if  Congress  had  the  con- 
stitutional power,  for  Congress  to  exercise  it, 
that  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  railroad  in- 
terests of  the  country;  that  it  would  be  a 
most  undesirable  interference  with  the  States ; 
thai  it  would  be  injurious  to  the  legislation  of 
thd  country,  occupying  our  time  here  with 
business  when  we  might  be  much  better  em- 
ployed ;  and  that  it  would  introduce  here  to 
the  halls  of  legislation  the  nuisance  of  a  lobby 
from  the  beginning  of  a  session  to  the  end 
of  it. 

This  Legislature  has  bot  on  one  occasion, 
and  that  is  in  reference  to  this  very  bill,  ex- 
ercised this  power,  and  I  hope*  that  it  may 
remain  an  exceptional  case.  But  that  case, 
the  chartering  of  this  Texas  and  Pacific  road, 
had  some  show  of  propriety ;  it  was  a  through 
road;  it  did  promote  commerce  between  the 
States;  but  nere  is  a  mere  local  road  in 
Arkansas,  extending  somewhat  into  Texas, 
that  we  are  called  upon  virtually  to  charter. 
Why,  Mr.  President,  the  fact  that  we  confer 
additional  powers  on  an  existing  corporation 
is  creating  a  new  corporation.  A  corporation 
is  made  up  of  its  qualities.  Take  away  its 
qualities,  and  it  ceases  to  exist.  Qive  it  differ- 
ent qualities,  and  it  becomes  a  different  person. 
So  we  are  here,  in  attempting  to  confer  these 
new  qualities  and  powers  upon  the  existing 
corporation,  creating  a  corporation  in  Arkan- 
sas for  our  own  purposes,  and  what  are  those 
purposes  ?  Why,  the  Congress  of  tbe  United 
States  authorize  this  corporation  which  they 


thns  create  to  exercise  the  power  of  emio^r. 
domain,  to  take  private  property  tlirougti  i.- 
State  of  Arkansas  and  the  State  cf*  Tezu. 
Even  if  it  be  constitutional,  whicb  I  do  &-«. 
believe,  let  Congress  enter  upon  that  cUas  •: :' 
legislation  and  we  shall  have  licUe  opport^r 
ity  to  attend  to  the  national  legialatioa  of  cbc 
country. 

And  more  than  that,  we  are  undertaking  l^^s- 
lation  which  the  States  can  perform  in&nnxlj 
better  than  we  can.  We  have  an  tilastrs'  --^ 
of  it  here  to-day.  An  application  is  m^kde  ij 
the  Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr.  Bice]  wh^^t 
new  powers  given  to  tbe  Grand  Tower  and  ;:>&l 
Diego  Railroad  Company,  and  his  oollea|.:- 
[Mr.  Cla.tton]  immediately  antagoaxzf»  lac 
Cairo  and  Fulton,  and  says  that  is  the  road  rLat 
ought  to  have  this  pow^r.  What  do  we  knuv 
about  it?  What  do  we  know  about  the  subjee;'' 
If  we  lived  in  Arkansas, if  we  knew  the  men:«  f 
these  roads,  if  we  knew  what  was  r«-qaire<i  tj 
the  public  interests,  we  might  It^gialau*  Im*^: 
gently ;  but  it  seems  to  me  that  in  any  \.s^ : 
that  we  may  view  this  subject  it  is  mo«t  :t.-i- 

Eedient  for  us  to  enter  upon  thia  class  of  l^^^ 
ition. 

As  to  the  oonstitotional  qoestion,  I  ocj 
understand  my  friend  from  W  iaconsin  as  ea- 
tering  his  protest,  not  ar|i^in£  the  qiiesi.a. 
I  think  he  has  stated  the  law  much  stroif": 
than  the  authorities  would  aaataio  him  ia.  I 
do  not  understand  that  the  Supreme  Court  U 
the  United  States  have  recognized  it  as  a  tr.e 
position  that  under  the  right  to  regulate  c^'Z 
merce  the  Congress  of  the  U tilled  St^^  c^ 
alter  the  visible  conformation  of  a  State.  1 
know  Uiey  have  decided  the  other  way. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  We  cannot  dredge  oc: 
a  harboV,  then. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN-  Yes,  sir,  ^« 
can  dredge  out  a  harbor.  Bat  I  do  not  v»-]: 
to  be  led  into  a  discussion.  We  can  dre  jt 
out  a  harbor,  and  it  is  expresaly  declare d  it^: 
we  may  dredge  out  a  harbor  by  the  S&prei:» 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  It  changes  the  ff;;r 
face. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN,  It  ia  exprwlt 
declared  that  we  may  remove  bridges  or  o:L?f 
obstructions  to  navigation.  That  is  uod^r  ;:- 
general  supervision  of  navigation.  Bat  tb^r 
have  also  expressly  decided  that  Congress  ii^i 
not  the  right  to  alter  the  visible  coaforDai;c'i 
of  a  State. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  my  fnend  allow  ot 
to  interrupt  him  one  moment  to  aoggett  ts 
idea  on  that  subject  in  answer  to  the  qaesu- e 
of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     Y««,  air. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  When  Congress  author 
izes  the  dredging  out  of  a  harbor,  it  simpf 
authorizes  the  improvement  of  its  own  y>ro^ 
erty.  The  navigable  waters  of  the  States  i^r- 
longing  to  the  United  States,  it  has  pc«rr 
over  them ;  and  when  it  authorises  the  dreti;- 
iog  out  of  a  harbor  or  the  improve  meet  of  & 
navigable  river,  it  simply  improves  its  ovi 
property. 

Mr.  STEWART.  Allow  me  to  make  tin? 
suggestion  :  this  bill  is  still  in  Commiuee  -•? 
the  Whole  ;  and  if  we  can  vote  on  thi^amrc  i- 
ment  it  may  not  be  necessary  to  go  throa^i 
this  discussion. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  hare  no  dis- 
position to  occupy  time,  but  I  am  willing  ibai 
the  vote  shall  be  taken. 

Mr.  CLAYTON.  I  will  withdraw  my  am«'Qi 

ment  to  tbe  amendment,  and  offer  the  foliov 

ing  substitute  f^r  the  entire  section,  which  I 

hope  will  relieve  the  bill  of  tbe  antagnri^ts 

between  these  two  railroad  companies,  ane  a: 

the  same  time  remove  all  other  objection<i : 

That  any  railroad  oompany  duly  aathortird  ^v 
the  Sutes  of  Arkantat  and  Texas  shall  h^rt  its 
right  to  connect  vith  the  Texas  and  Pacific  nii!n.*i 
iu  Texas,  upon  joBt  aod  fair  terms,  aad  if  tb«  zozz- 
panics  tail  to  airreo  upon  the  terme.  tbe  mub«  afe*-' 
be  fixed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  do  not  rn- 
pose,  of  coursci  at  this  late  hoar  ia  the  daj  '.^. 
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enter  opon  a  conatitutional  argament  on  the 
point  that  has  been  suggested ;  but  my  honor- 
able friend  from  Wisconsin  has  stated  so 
broadly  the  powtrs  of  the  Qovernment  in  two 
or  three  particnlars,  that  I  think  it  is  hardly 
\vurth  while  to  allow  the  subject  to  go  from  the 
Senate  without  noticing  some  of  his  positions. 
My  honorable  friend  seems  to  place  some 
emphasis  on  the  fact  that  this  is  a  Qovern- 
ment, and  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  provides  for  a  Oovernment.  So  it 
does;  bat  what  sort  of  a  Government?  A 
Oovernment  like  England  or  Russia? 

Mr.  STEWART.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  interrnpt  him  for  a  suggestion?  I  am 
authorized  by  the  committee  to  withdraw' this 
amendment,  so  as  to  obviate  discussion  and  see 
if  we  can  vote. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  That  will  relieve 
me  very  much,  for  I  have  not  the  slighest  idea 
of  making  a  speech.  If  my  friend  from  Wis- 
consin will  withdraw  his  positions  I  shall  be 
satisfied.  I  agree  with  my  friend  from  Wis- 
consin that  this  is  a  Qovernment,  and  that  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  forms  a  Qov- 
ernment; but  that  it  is  a  Government  in  any 
sense  either  for  commerce  or  post  roads,  or 
anything  except  that  of  defense,  such  as  Eng- 
land and  Russia,  I  deny  altogether ;  and  it  is 
because  it  is  a  Government  wiih  limited  powers, 
specific  and  delegated,  that  I  ideny  the  infer- 
ences which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin undertakes  to  draw  in  this  behalf;  and 
it  is  because  it  is  that,  that  it  cannot  do  these 
things:  That  is  it  precisely.  Of  course  I  am 
not  going  to  argue  tnat  proposition  any  further. 
My  honorable  friend  to  get  this  authority  saya, 
**  Why,  there  is  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
and  to  regulate  is  to  facilitate."  I  deny  that. 
The  whole  history  of  that  power  contradicts  it. 
Mr.  CARPENTER.  Where  do  you  get 
your  light- houses? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     I  will  come  to 
that  part  of  the  subject  when  I  get  on  light, 
but  the  whole  history  of  this  Qovernment  con- 
tradicts any  such  latitudinarian  construction. 
If  you  can  facilitate,  you  can  what?  You  can 
engage  in  commerce,  can  you  not  ? 
Mr.  CARPENTER.     No. 
Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     Its  it  not  <He 
facilitate"  to  engage  in?   Does  my  honorable 
friend  mean  to  say  that  the  phrase  '*  regulate 
among  the  States"  is  equivalent  to  facilitate? 
Cue  is  an  affirmative  proposition  and  the  other 
is  negative,  and  for  that  reason  they  are  not 
alike,  if  for  no  other.    The  Constitution  uses 
negative  language.     Congress  are  to  regulate. 
Regulate  what?  Regulate  *' commerce  among 
the  States,"  and  this  power  is  limited.     Ac- 
cording to  the  interpretation  of  my  honorable 
friend,  he  says  in  this  quesiion  of  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce  we  are  just  as  omnipotent 
as  Russia  or  England.     I  deny  that  wholly. 
We  are  just  as  omnipotent  within  our  sphere. 
What  is  that?    To  regulate  commerce  among 
the  States.     If  any  one  of  these  States  or  any 
two  or  more  of  them  undertake  to  obstruct 
commerce  among  the  States,  then  the  prov- 
ince of  this  Government  is  absolute ;  not  other- 
wise.    It  is  to  prevent  that  great  obstruction  ; 
and  in  that  this  great  provision  of  the  Con- 
aritution  originated. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Then  the  power  of  the 
General  Government  to  regulate  commerce  is 
simply  a  power  to  prevent  the  States  from 
regulating  it? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  To  prevent  the 
States  from  obstructing  it — that  is  it ;  and  the 
word  '* facilitate"  has  no  other  meaning  ap- 
plied to  ihis,  except  as  it  prevents  the  obstruc- 
tion by  the  States. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Ifthe  Senator  from  Maine 
will  allow  me,  it  is  just  one  of  those  powers 
which  may  be  exercised  by  the  States  unless 
Congress  has  first  exercised  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Certainly.  To 
illusirate  this  thing,  there  is  a  commerce  among 
the  States  over  which  the  United  States  is  su- 
preme and  has  exclusive  jurisdiction.    There 


is  a  commerce  in  the  States  over  which  the 
State  jurisdiction  is  absolute,  just  as  absolute 
as  that  of  the  United  States  iu  the  other  case, 
and  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  States 
neither  by  a  railroad,  nor  by  a  canal,  nor  by 
any  other  means  can  invade  it.  Where  is  that 
province  ?  Everywhere  in  the  State,  and  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  does  not 
begin  to  attach  until  you  go  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  State. .  All  the  commerce  that  lies 
within  the  limit  of  the  State  is  domestic  or 
State  commerce,  and  the  Qovemment  of  the 
United  States  cannot  invade  it  in  its  rivers  or 
its  lakes,  or  by  its  railways. 

Does  anybody  deny  that  proposition?  The 
books  are  full  of  that  doctrine.  Take  the  case 
in  my  own  State,  with  which  I  am  familiar. 
The  Penobscot  river  is  navigable  to  Sanger. 
There  it  is  obstructed;  but  above  that  ii  is 
navigable.  The  State  granted  an  exclusive 
charter  to  one  of  its  citizens  for  the  navigation 
of  that  river  for  twenty  years.  The  constitu- 
tionality of  that  charter  came  here,  and  in  that 
case  this  whole  doctrine  of  commerce  ainong 
the  States  and  commerce  in  the  State,  com- 
merce domestic  and  belonging  peculiarly  to 
the  States,  was  discussed,  and  that  charter  was 
held  to  be  valid  and  within  the  power  of  the 
State,  simply  because  at  Bangor  the  river  be- 
came un navigable,  not  open  to  the  sea,  and 
above  that  it  was  navigable  and  above  that  it 
was  held  to  be  domestic  commerce,  because  it 
did  not  reach  the  Canadas  and  did  not  reach 
any  point  outside  of  the  State. 

Then  what  becomes  of  your  doctrine  of  the 
power  of  this  Qovernment  to  regulate  com- 
merce ?  It  is  to  extend,  and  to  that  alone,  to  the 
commerce  among  the  States ;  and  that  is  con- 
strued, and  has  been  from  the  beginning  of 
the  Qovernment  down,  by  all  the  courts,  not 
to  authorize  this  Qovernment  to  enter  the 
States.  The  police  power  of  the  Government 
is  limited  in  the  same  way  precisely,  and  to 
the  same  end. 

Now,  passing  from  this,  for  I  am  not  going  to 
detain  the  Senate  five  minutes,  my  honorable 
friend  seeks  to  draw  power  from  that  provision 
of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes  the  estab- 
lishment of  post  offices  and  post  roads.  My 
honorable  friend  will  allow  me  to  say  that  is 
novel.  That  never  has  been  entertained  by 
any  Congress  that  I  know  of  since  the  founda- 
tion of  the  Qovernment  That  power  never  has 
been  conceded  in  any  single  instance.  What 
is  it  to  establish  a  post  route,  or  a  post  office, 
or  a  post  road?  Does  that  include  the  power 
of  building  a  road  through  a  State?  It  is 
simply  the  power  of  establishing  what  we  call 
a  post  route,  a  post  office,  a  post  road.  It  is 
the  authority  of  Congress  to  establish  the 
right  to  travel  over  the  ways  of  the  States, 
either  natural  or  artificial. 

My  honorable  friend  will  find  in  the  author- 
ities I  have  at  hand  here,  over  all  that  ques- 
tion, over  that  whole  domain  of  objects,  in- 
spection laws,  quarantine  laws,  health  laws  of 
every  description,  as  well  as  laws  regulating 
the  internal  commerce  of  the  State,  and  those 
with  respect  to  turnpike  roads,  ferries,  Ac. 
Now,  for  my  honorable  friend  to  undertake  to 
say  that  it  is  within  the  power  of  Congress 
to  interfere  with  the  turnpikes  exclusively 
within  the  several  States 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  No ;  I  say  it  is  within 
the  power  of  Congress  to  build  a  turnpike 
through  half  a  dozen  States,  or  establish  post 
offices.  If  it  has  the  power  to  build  post 
offices  and  establish  post  roads,  that  gives  the 
power  to  build  post  roads. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  All  I  cap  say 
about  that  is,  that  subject  has  been  reported 
upon  repeatedly  time  and  time  again  by  both 
branches  of  Congress ;  and  I  have  never  known 
an  instance — there  may  be  one 

Mr.  HOWE.  Let  me  ask  my  friend  if 
Congress  has  not  authorized  the  establish- 
ment of  a  great  many  post  roads  in  the  States? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  The  building  of 
roads? 


Mr.  HOWE.  Not  built  them,  but  author- 
ized the  building  of  post  roads. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.     No,  sir. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  instance  the  case  of  all  the 
bridges  we  have  authorized  the  construction 
of  over  the  Ohio,  the  Missouri,  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi rivers. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Those  are  navi- 
gable waters. 

Mr.  HOWE.  But  they  are  within  the  States, 
are  they  not? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Yes,  sir;  but  that 
is  done  in  the  interest  of  commerce.  It  is 
because  Congress  has  jurisdiction  over  all 
navigable  waters  that  it  is  necessary  to  do 
that,  and  it  is  under  that  authority.  That  is 
the  case  of  the  Wheeling  bridge.  That  does 
not  come  under  this  power  at  all. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Congress,  has  no  power 
over  the  navigable  waters  except  as  an  inci- 
dent to  the  power  to  resulate  commerce. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Except  as  an 
incident  to  the  regulaiion  of  commerce  among 
the  States.  Now,  take  the  Wheeling  bridge 
case.  That  is  a  question  of  commerce  among 
the  States,  because  it  is  between  two  States. 
That  is  precisely  the  point,  and  that  is  the 
principle  under  which  that  was  allowed. 

One  other  point.  My  honorable  friend 
called  on  me  to  draw  a  distinction,  and  the 
Senator  from  New  York  did  also,  between  the 
power  to  build  a  road  in  a  State,  which  it  is 
assumed  the  Constitution  grants,  and  the 
power  by  Congress  to  confer  a  right  on  a  State 
corporation.  1  think  the  distinction  is  obvious, 
as  I  said  before,  and  this  illustration  occurs  to 
me:  nobody  will  doubt  that  a  State  has  the 
right  to  incorporate  a  private  company  for  a 
legitimate  purpose,  ana  it  would  be  a  legiti  - 
mate  purpose  to  incorporate  a  company  to 
build  a  railroad  from  one  point  to  another 
within  its  own  jurisdiction.  Nobody  will 
doubt  that  Congress  could  not  interfere  with 
that  right;  that  it  is  a  right  which  the  State 
has  under  its  constitution  by  virtue  of  its 
Stateship,  over  'which  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  would  have  oo  control  to  pre 
vent.  By  reason  of  that  fact  it  is  that  Con* 
gress  could  not  interfere  either  to  restrict  or 
enlarge  it.  If  that  is  the  right  of  the  State, 
there  is  the  end  of  it ;  Confess  cannot  inter- 
fere to  restrict  or  enlarge  it ;  and  that  is  the 
obvious  distinction.  Wnatever  its  power  may 
be  to  build  a  road  in  a  State,  the  State  having 
authorized  the  buildii^  of  a  road  by  a  corpor- 
ation, I  submit  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  cannot  interfere  either  to  enlarge  or 
restrict  it.  That  statement  is  the  obvious 
distinction  between  the  exercise  of  the  two 
powers. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Ferry, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chair.)  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  [Mr.  Cult- 

TDK.] 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  Senator  from  Arkan- 
sas withdraws  the  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, and  I  have  the  authority  of  the  commit- 
tee to  withdraw  the  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  By  nnani- 
mous  consent  that  can  be  done. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  presume  nobody  will 
object. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection,  and  the  amendment  and 
the  amendment  to  the  amendment  are  with- 
drawn. The  Senator  from  Texas  [Mr.  Ham- 
ilton] sent  up  an  amendment  to  the  desk, 
which  will  now  be  in  order. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  withdraw 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  have  been  in  conference 
with  the  Senator  from  Texas,  and  have  agreed 
to  offer  an  amendment  which  meets  the  view 
he  had  in  his  amendment.  It  is  to  insert  on 
page  4,  section  three,  line  thirteen,  between 
the  words  **  of*  and  **  other,"  the  word  *»  the ;" 
and  to  insert  in  the  fourteenth  line,  after  the 
word  **  act, ' '  the  words  '*  and  specified  ihereiOf 
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being  a  part  of  the  aforesaid  railroad  line ;''  so 
that  the  claose  will  read,  if  that  amendment 
be  adopted : 

And  for  the  farther  pnr^ose  of  pnrehase,  con- 
Bolidation.  completion,  equipment,  and  operating 
of  the  other  roads,  as  contemplated  by  said  act,  and 
specified  therein,  being  a  part  of  the  aforesaid  rail- 
roacl  line. 

Which  confines  the  application  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  these  bonds  to  the  completion,  &c.,  of 
the  roads  named  in  the  bill.     This  is  satisfac- 
tory, I  believe,  to  the  Senator  from  Texas,  and 
I  a$;ree  to  it. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.  On  page  4,  section  five,  line 
twelve,  after  the  word  **  miles,*'  I  move  to 
insert  the  words  **  not  less  than  one  hundred ;'' 
so  that  the  clause  will  read: 

And  so  continue  to  constraot  each-  year  thereafter 
a  sufficient  number  of  miles,  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred, to  secure  the  completion  of  the  whole  line, 
from  the  aforesaid  point  on  the  eastern  boundary 
of  the  State  of  Texas  to  the  bay  of  San  Diego,  in  the 
State  of  California,  as  aforesaid,  within  ten  years 
after  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Mr.  SCOTT.     I  have  no  objection  to  that. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.     I  offer  the  following 

amendment  as  an  additional  section  to  the  bill : 

That  nothing  in  this  act  or  the  act  to  which  it  is  a 
supplement  shall  be  so  construed  as'  to  exempt  the 
said  company  from  taxation  by  any  State  or  States 
hereafter  admitted  into  the  Union  through  which 
their  said  railroad  may  |>ass,  and  said  company  shall 
be  subject  to  all  laws  which  may  be  enacted  by  such 
State  or  States  applicable  to  other  railroads  within 
their  limits. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  that  amendment  will 
not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  thiuk  it  ought 
to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  This  amendmentsim- 
ply  proposes  to  reserve  to  anv  State  that  may 
hereafter  be  admitted  into  tne  Union  out  of 
the  Territories  through  which  this  road  will 
pass,  the  right  to  subject  this  railroad,  which 
is  to  exist  under  an  act  of  Congress,  to  the 
same  measure  of  taxation  and  the  same  gen- 
eral laws  as  are  applicable  to  railroad  compa- 
nies created  in  the  State.  I  do  not  think  that 
we  ought,  by  our  legislation  here  in  granting 
the  public  domain  of  this  country,  to  deprive 
any  State  which  may  hereafter  be  created  out 
of  that  public  domain  of  the  right  to  subject 
the  corporations  created  by  act  of  Congress  to 
the  same  burdens  and  the  same  general  laws 
that  would  attach  to  railroad  companies  cre- 
ated by  the  States  themselves.  Otherwise, 
after  a  number  of  years  you  may  have  other 
States  coming  into  this  Union  having  in  their 
midst  railroad  companies  exercising  superior 
rights  to  any  railroads  created  by  the  Stales 
themselves.  I  do  not  think  that  ought  to  be 
done.  I  have  offered  this  amendment  not  in 
opposition  to  this  road,  but  simply  to  secure 
to  the  States  that  may  hereafter  be  created  out 
of  the  public  domain  the  same  rights  over  this 
corporation  as  if  the  corporation  had  been 
created  by  themselves.  That  is  the  object  of 
the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  hope  that  will  not  be 
adopted.  I  trust  it  will  not  be  discussed  at 
length,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  voted  down. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  amendment.  I  desire  to  say  one 
thing  in  respect  to  it,  and  then  I  hope  the 
Senator  who  has  the  bill  in  charge  will  not 
undertake  to  object  to  its  adoption.  My  own 
view  is  that  the  power  of  taxation  by  the  State 
of  this  railroad  company  could  not  even  be 
taken  away  by  an  express  declaration  of  Con- 
gress that  it  should  be,  and  yet,  if  we  have 
the  right  to  incorporate  a  railroad  company  at 
all  such  as  this  is,  that  is  not  entirely  clear. 
If  we  have  a  right  to  incorporate  it,  it  is  not 
absolutely  clear  that  the  State  would  have  a 
right  to  tax  it  whether  we  say  it  should  or 
should  not. 

Mr.  S  TEWART.  Taxation  is  not  the  only 
question  involved  in  the  amendment. 

Mr.  raURMAN.  Still,  however,  it  goes 
upon  this  ground :  it  has  been  decided  again 


and  again  by  the  Supreme  Court  that  a  State 
cannot  tax  the  bonds  of  the  United  States ; 
that  it  cannot  tax  the  stock  of  a  bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  theory  is  that  if  that  were 
allowed,  the  State  might  destroy  an  instru- 
mentality necessary  for  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. If  a  railroad  is  an  instrumentality 
necessary  for  the  Federal  Government  as  a 
bond  is  to  borrow  money  on,  or  a  bank  of  the 
United  States  or  the  like,  it  might  be  argued 
that  the  State  would  not  have  tlie  right  to  tax 
that  if  the  charter  was  silent  on  the  subject. 
Still  I  think  there  is  no  question  whatever 
about  it.  It  has  been  perfectly  settled  in  the 
case  of  the  present  national  banks  that  if  Con- 
gress authorizes  the  State  to  tax,  then  the 
State  may  tax ;  and  just  to  the  extent  that 
Congress  has  authorized  the  taxation  of  the 
national  banks,  to  that  extent  the  Supreme 
Court  has  held  that  State  taxation  is  allowable. 
Now,  I  say  we  ought  to  authorize  this  tax- 
ation, unless  indeed  you  are  prepared  to  say 
that  this  corporation  may  hold  millions  and 
millions,  and  perhaps  hundreds  of  millions  of 

groperty  in  a  State  and  be  entirely  free  from 
tate  taxation.  Why  should  that  be  so  ?  Every 
railroad  chartered  by  a  State  is  subject  to  tax- 
ation j  and  why  should  not  this  railroad  be 
subject  to  taxation?  I  think  the  amendment 
is  offered,  and  very  well  offered,  to  remove 
any  question  about  this  subject  by  giving  the 
express  assent  of  Congress  to  the  State  taxa- 
tion of  the  railroad.  Without  that  express 
assent  it  might  be  extremely  doubtful  whether 
the  State  could  tax  the  railroad.  I  say,  there- 
fore, the  amendment  is  well  advised,  and  I 
think  it  ought  to  be  adopted. 

Mr.  STEWART.  There  is  no  doubt  about 
the  power  of  the  State  to  tax.  That  has  been 
decided  in  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  case  of 
one  of  the  branches  of  the  Union  Pacific ;  a 
case  that  went  up  from  the  State  of  Kansas. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  And  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  decided  it? 

Mr.  STEWART,  Yes ;  the  question  of  the 
right  to  tax,  even  where  the  road  was  chartered 
by  the  United  States. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  But  what  did  the  charter 
say? 

Mr.  STEWART.  The  charter  was  silent, 
the  same  as  this  will  be  if  this  amendment  is 
not  placed  upon  the  bill.  But  there  is  another 
dangerous  provision  in  the  amendment  which 
authorizes  any  new  State  to  pass  any  law  in 
regard  to  this  road  which  they  may  pass  in 
regard  to  other  roads. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  doubt  very  much 
myself  whether,  if  Congress  charters  a  rail- 
ft>ad  company  to  run  through  the  public  do- 
main of  this  countrv,  any  State  created  out  of 
that  territory  hereafter  would  have  the  right, 
unless  it  be  expressly  reserved  in  the  charter, 
to  impose  any  measure  of  taxation  upon  the 
road  whatever. 

I  have  not  offered  this  amendment  in  hos- 
tility or  opposition  to  this  railroad;  but  I 
think  it  wise  to  secure  to  the  States  that  may 
hereafter  be  created  out  of  this  territory  the 
right  to  impose  such  taxation  upon  this  com- 
pany as  they  would  impose  upon  companies 
incorporated  by  State  authority,  and  to  sub- 
ject them  to  such  laws  and  to  such  regulations 
as  apply  to  other  railroads  created  by  virtue 
of  the  State  authority  within  the  State.  That 
is  the  only  object  of  this  amendment. 

Now,  sir,  if  this  railroad  company  should 
come  into  existence  under  this  charter  without 
such  a  provision,  and  hereafter  a  State  should 
be  created  out  of  that  public  territory  that 
sought  to  impose  any  burden  of  taxation  upon 
it,  it*  would  be  met  at  once  by  the  railroad 
company  that  they  held  a  claim  superior  to 
State  authority ;  they  would  insist  that  they 
had  an  exemption ;  and  perhaps  they  might 
even  claim  that  it  was  an  exemption  by  virtue 
of  contract  with  this  Government,  that  they  had 
made  a  bargain  with  this  Government  that  in 
consideration  of  certain  grants  given  to  them 
they  would  for  the  public  good  construct  this 


railroad,  and  thus  claim  not  only  by  a  ri^ 
superior  to  the  State,  but  by  virtae  of  a  eoc* 
tract  itself  with  the  Governnaent. 

I  do  not  mean  at  this  late  hour  to  di«e^ 
this  question,  but  I  hope  the  amendmeo:  vul 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  hope  it  will  not  U 
adopted.  I  believe  they  have  the  power  v 
tax  now,  as  far  as  taxation  ia  concerned,  d.. 
I  do  not  believe  they  need  ma  invii&iion  u. 
tax.    They  tax  enough  without  that. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  If  the  power  alm> 
exists,  then  the  decl&rattoa  of  it  here  wi.i  a. 
no  harm. 

Mr.  STEWART.  But  if  we  aathonze  tie 
Legislature  of  a  State  to  pass  any  law  it  plea»r-. 
in  regard  to  'this  charter  and  these  bonds  r. 
will  hurt  the  road  and  delay  the  buildiog  ur 
the  road. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  It  seems  to  me  that  sj 
friend,  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  does  uiA 
himself  see  the  proposition  he  ia  advariciDg. 
Certainly  it  looks  to  me  aa  undemocratic.  &3 
much  opposed  to  the  great  principle  of  i:i» 
Democratic  party  as  any  principle  I  have  he&r>: 
enunciated  for  some  time,  if  I  nndersta&d  .: 
aright.  The  Government  of  the  United  Sutc?. 
in  my  judgment^  have  no  busioeaa  to  aaj  t- 
any  State  what  it  shall  tax  within  ita  borders 
and  what  it  shall  not  tax,  and  I  cannot 'v  if 
for  a  provision-  which  interferes  with  the  grry. 
sovereign  power  of  taxation  in  any  btat«  nav 
in  the  Union  or  any  State  hereafter  to  it 
created.  If  it  has  the  power  by  its  eoax/^  £ 
act,  by  the  act  that  admiu  it  into  the  Ur^uQ. 
it  has  it ;  if  it  has  not  it,  the  Govemmect  «<:' 
the  United  States  cannot  give  it.  It  cai 
neither  take  it  away  nor  give  iU  They  !&&«: 
come  in  just  in  the  same  condition  as  the  pre- 
ceding existing  States  and  with  the  same  po«- 
ers  of  sovereignty,  or  they  are  not  Statei  ui' 
this  Union. 

I  think  my  friend  is  mistaken  in  rappofir; 
that  Congress  ought  to  interfere  at  all  v  :£ 
such  a  matter  as  this.  Does  any  one  des; 
our  right  to  authorize  the  making  of  &  r»i 
through  our  territory,  without  being  oblUei 
to  anticipate  that  at  some  future  time  it  aaj 
become  a  State,  and  then  declaring  how  u.^ 
future  State,  making  an  enabling  act  for  ;t 
beforehand,  making  the  constitution  of  « 
future  State  now,  shall  tax  and  how  it  ihxJ 
not  tax? 

Mr.  President,  a  State  has  the  right  to  tu 
from  its  sovereignty,  from  the  very  fact  tk^: 
it  is  a  State,  from  the  very  definition  of  a 
State.  It  has  a  right  to  tax  all  the  perac'si 
and  all  (he  property  to  the  last  dollar  wiciits 
its  limits.  No  State  can  be  a  State  without 
that  power.  Of  course  there  is  an  excep- 
tion arising  out  of  the  relations  betweea  i^t 
General  and  State  governmenta.  The  Supreme 
Court  has  decided  that  a  State  has  not  tbt 
right  to  tax  United  States  bonds  ;  that  is,  United 
States  property. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  believe  the  Kansas  PaeiEc 
railroad  resisted  the  tax  imposed  by  the  State 
of  Kansas  upon  it/and  probably  that  casekaf 
been  decided.  I  ask  the  Senator  £rom  Kacsas 
if  he  does  not  remember  the  fact  that  tlu: 
road  resisted  the  tax  ? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  was  resisted,  hat  ike 
court  held  that  the  State  had  the  right  to  tax. 
I  do  not  know  that  the  Supreme  Coun  here 
did  so,  but  it  went  to  the  supreme  court  of 
our  State,  and  the  court  held  that  the  Su? 
had  the  right  to  tax,  and  the  company  ai? 
paying  the  tax.  Nebraska  was  a  Xerritorr 
when  we  built  the  Union  Pacific  road  ihrou^t 
there,  but  they  have  taxed  the  Uniou  Pacice 
road,  and  that  road  pays  the  tax. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  knew  the  fact  to  be  thMt 
they  resisted  the  tax. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  regret  that  my  frleai 
from  New  Jersey  had  noi  read  ihta  ameLi- 
ment  before  he  made  his  very  forcible  remarks, 
if -he  had,  he  would  have  seen  that  tiiere  :3 
nothing  it  which  undertakas  tu  prescribe  to 
the  State  what  it  shall  tax  or  what  il  shaU  not 
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tax.    It  simplj  gives  the  assent  of  Congress  to 
the  taxation  by  the  State. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  deny  that  there  is  any 
necessity  for  Congress  to  give  its -assent  to  the 
sovereign  Legislature  of  a  State  in  this  Union 
in  the  way  of  taxation. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  only  to  say  in 
regard  to  that,  that  the  Supreme  Coort  of  the 
United  States  has  held  just  exactly  the  reverse 
in  the  case  of  the  national  banks.  I  know  very 
well  they  held  in  regard  to  the  State  banks  of 
Ohio 

Mr.  SCOTT.  We  had  better  refer  the  ques 
tion  to  a  Democratic  caucus.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  THURMAN.  If  you  refer  it  to  a  Dem- 
ocratic caucus,  I  should  agree  with  my  friend 
that  there  is  no  such  power  at  all,  perhaps ; 
but  the  court  have  held  differently ;  they  have 
held  that  the  power  of  a  State  to  tax  a  national 
bank  is  exactly  commensurate  with  the  au- 
thority that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
has  given  to  tax  it.  Hence,  the  necessity  of 
our  providing  here  that  a  State  may  tax  this 
road,  lest  it  be  said,  if  we  have  the  power  to 
charter  a  railroad,  if  that  is  an  instrumentality 
of  commerce,  or  of  establishing  post  offices  and 
post  roads,  or  a  military  road,  which  it  is 
essential  to  this  Government  to  create,  the 
State  cannot  deprive  us  of  that  power  by  the 
exercise  of  its  taxing  power.  My  own  opinion 
is  that  you  can  maintain  with  far  more  force 
the  proposition  that  a  State  has  not  a  right  to 
tax  a  road  which  we  build,  if  we  have  the 
right  to  build  the  road,  then  yon  can  maintain 
the  proposition  that  a  State  has  no  right  to 
tax  bqods  of  the  United  States.  I  think  you 
can  maintain  the  one, by  far  greater  strength 
of  argument  than  you  can  the  other;  yet  we 
know  that  the  courts  have  decided  that  you 
cannot  tax  bonds— that  you  cannot  tax  a  bank 
we  have  created  at  all.  The  same  reasoning 
would  hold  in  regard  to  a  railroad;  and  to  re- 
move all  trouble  on  that  subject  and  to  con- 
form exactly  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  the  Senator  from  Delaware  moves  this 
amendment. 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  one  portion  of 

this  amendment  that  I  think  had  better  be 

stricken    out,  and   I   think   the    provision   in 

regard  to  taxation  ought  to  be  modified.     The 

amendment  reads — 

That  nothing  in  this  aet,  or  the  aet  to  whioh  it  is 
a  supplement,  shall  be  bo  construed  as  to  exempt  the 
said  company  from  taxation  by  ^y  State  or  otates 
hereafter  admitted  into  the  Union  throogh  whioh 
said  railroad  may  pass. 

I  would  strike  out  the  words  '*  hereafter 
admitted  into  the  Union,''  and  say  '*byany 
State,''  because  the  railroad  passes  throuen 
some  States  that  are  already  admitted  into  the 
Union. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.  I  accept  that  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  I  would  add  to 
that  clause  these  words: 

But  no  Buoh  taxes  shall  be  greater  than  those  im- 

Eoscd  by  the  State  on  railroad  companies  chartered 
y  such  State. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.     I  accept  that. 
Mr.  THURMAN.     Then  I  move  to  strike 
out  this  last  clause  in  the  amendment : 

And  said  company  shall  be  sahject  to  all  laws 
which  may  bo  enacted  by  such  State  or  States 
applicable  to  other  railroads  withio  their  limits. 

I  think  that  might  give  rise  to  a  great  deal 
of  trouble.  The  laws  in  different  States  are 
different  in  regard  to  freights,  to  local  charges, 
to  police,  and  to  the  jurisdiction  over  rail- 
roads of  the  courts,  and  I  submit  to  my  friend 
that  might  give  rise  to  infinite  trouble. 

Mr.  SAULSBURY.     It  was  for  the  very 

Eur  pose  of  securing  to  the  States  that  might 
ereafter  be  created  out  of  this  territory  the 
power  to  regulate  their  carrying  charges  to 
Home  extent  that  I  inserted  that  clause.  Still, 
I  defer  to  the  views  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio, 
and,  at  his  suggestion,  I  will  agree  to  that 
modification. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Very  well. 

Mr.  CASSfiRLY.    1  should  like  to  ask  my 


friend  from  Ohio  whether  it  is  his  opinion  that 
a  railroad  chartered  by  act  of  Congress,  say 
from  Omaha  to  San  Francisco,  so  far  as  it 
runs  through  a  State,  is  entirely  beyond  the 
power  of  the  State  with  respect  to  its  rates  of 
freight  and  passage  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  knows  that 
I  do  not  think  we  have  any  right  to  make  a 
railroad  through  California,  and  so  I  can  hardly 
answer  his  question  on  such  a  hypothetical 
case 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  asked  the  question 
because  1  understand  that  is  .the  claim  pre- 
cisely in  its  length  and  breadth  which  is  put 
forward  by  at  least  one  of  these  great  roads, 
that  they  are  entirely  independent  of  and  may 
set  the  State  at  defiance  as  to  its  charges  for 
freight  and  passage.  That  is  a  very  serious 
question.  1  think  it  never  was  supposed  by 
any  of  the  members  of  Congress  who  from 
time  to  time  voted  to  charter  and  endow  these 
great  railroads  that  they  were  building  up  a 
power  within  the  State  that  was  perfectly  in- 
dependent of  and  might  bid  defiance  to  the 
authority  of  the  State  in  regard  to  the  import- 
ant subject  of  how  they  should  operate  their 
roads  within  the  State,  and  what  charges  they 
should  make  for  freight  and  passage.  If  that 
should  ever  be  held  Kood  as  a  claim,  it  would 
be  a  great  surprise,  and  I  believe  a  source  of 
much  regret,  to  the  members  .of  Congress  who 
from  time  to  time  have  voted  for  sucn  bills. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  think  this  amendment 
ought  not  to  be  adopted  ;  but  as  now  put  into 
form  by  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  if  there  is  any 
substance  in  it  at  all,  it  is  absolutely  dangerous. 
It  provides  that  these  States  shall  not  tax  this 
railroad  higher  than  they  tax  other  railroads. 
The  amendment  should  be  in  another  form, 
that  they  should  not  tax  the  railroad  higher 
than  any  other  property  according  to  valuation. 
It  might  happen  that  in  a  new  State  formed 
out  of  the  territory  through  which  this  road 
runs  this  might  be  the  only  railroad  running 
through  it  for  a  good  while,  and  perhaps  the 
only  property  they  could  make  anything  out 
of  by  taxation,  and  if  there  is  anythiog  in  the 
amendment  at  all,  that  State  might  tax  this 
road  in  such  a  way  as  perhaps  to  make  it  value- 
less, tax  it  out  of  existence.  We  have  no 
business  to  pass  an  amendment  of  that  kind. 
If  there  is  anything  in  it,  the  amendment  should 
take  a  different  shape ;  but  the  whole  amend 
ment  I  think  is  improper,  and  ought  to  be 
voted  down. 

•  Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  simply  wish  to  say  a 
single  word  in  reference  to  the  remarks  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio.  I  think  he  omitted  "en- 
tirely in  the  remarks  he  made  the  broad  dis- 
tinction between  the  taxation  of  a  railroad,  a 
franchise,  and  the  taxation  of  property.  My 
position  is  that  every  State  has  a  right  to  es- 
tablish a  uniform  rule  of  taxation  and  to  tax 
all  its  property,  and  it  is  utterly  impossible 
that  it  can  be  otherwise.  If  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  can  make  this  railroad  sub- 
ject to  the  laws  of  a  future  State,  hereafter  to 
be  made  a  State,  then  the  laws  of  that  State 
would  not  have  their  force  ex  proprio  vigorty 
but  by  virtue  of  ah  act  of  Congress.  That  is  the 
proposition,  and  I  can  see  it  in  no  other  light. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Let  me  suggest  to  my 
friend  the  reading  of  this  section  is,  the  act 
of  Congress  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to 
prevent  it,  or  if  ypu  please  come  in  conflict 
with  it. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  is  a  little 
singular  that  the  moment  this  proposition  to 
permit  a  State  to  tax  the  road  is  made,  a 
general  chorus  should  spring  up  here  in  the 
Senate  against  allowing  such  a  provision  to  be 
incorporated  in  the  bill,  although  it  is  ad- 
mitted by  all  that  the  States  have  that  power. 
If  thev  have  that  power,  what  harm  will  the 
amendment  do?  I  can  see  infinite  harm  to 
arise  if,  the  question  having  been  mooted, 
Congress  should  vote  it  down,  for  thereby 
would  hang  the  idea  that  it  was  wrong,  that 
Congress  did  not  intend  that  the  States  should 


have  the  power.  The  amendment  having  been 
once  introduced  here,  I  hope  the  Senate  will 
not  vote  it  down. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  one  word  to  say 
in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Indiana.  He  says  that  this  limitation  ought 
to  be  a  power  to  tax  uo  greater  than  the  gen- 
eral levy  iu  the  Slate,  or  something  of* that 
kind.  If  the  road  ran  through  Ohio,  whose 
constitution  provides  that  property  shall  be 
taxed  by  a  uniform  rule  and  all  alike,  one  prop- 
erry  not  more  than  another,  that  would  '  be 
feasible ;  but  that  will  not  be  the  constitution, 
perhaps,  in  the  new  States  that  are  to  be  cre- 
ated on  the  line  of  this  railroad )  so  that  he 
proposes  an  impossible  test. 

Now,  in  regard  to  the  idea  that  this  road  may 
be  the  only  road  iu  the  State,  and  that  it  yon 
allow  the  Legislature  to  tax  it  they  might  tax 
it  out  of  existence,  1  submit  that  is  tbe  very 
last  thing  the  State  will  attempt  to  do.  The 
danger  is  that  the  railroad  will  own  the  State, 
not  that  the  State  will  vote  the  railroad  out 
of  existence  or  tax  it  out  of  existence.  There 
is  no  danger  in  the  world  of  a  State  taxing  a 
railroad  out  of  existence  if  it  is  its  only  rail- 
road. The  principal  danger  in  regard  to  all 
these  great  lines  to  the  Pacific  is  thai  they  will 
be  the  owners  of  the  new  States  through  which 
they  are  to  pass.  There  is  no  danger  in  the 
world  of  unfriendly  legislation  that  is  to  tax 
them  out  of  existence. 

The  PRESIDING-  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Delaware  as  modified  by  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  on  which  the  Senator  from  Ohio  baa 
called  for  the  ypas  and  nays. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  willing  to  Have  a 
division  first,  so  as  to  save  time. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  17,  noes  20. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Let  us  have  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  the  amendment  be 
reported  as  it  now  stands. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  amendment  as 
modified,  as  follows : 

That  nothing  .in  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  it  is 
a  Bupplemeat,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  exempt  the 
said  company  from  tozation  by  any  State  or  States 
through  which  their  said  railroad  may  pa^s ;  bat  no 
such  taxes  shall  be  greater  than  those  imposed  bv 
the  State  on  railroad  companies  chartered  by  such 
State. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  want  to  amend  that  by 
providing  to  exempt  the  franchise  of  the  rail- 
road company.  I  do  not  think  a  State  ought 
to  tax  a  franchise  which  we  grant. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     That  is  all  right  enough. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  a  State  has  the  lawful 
authority  to  tax  the  property  of  a  railroad 
which  may  be  situated  in  its  limits,  of  course 
that  is  one  thing  ;  but  it  ought  not  to  have  the 
right  to  value  the  good- will,  so  to  speak,  at  a 
great  sum  and  tax  that. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Let  the  first  part  of  the 
amendment,  as  modified,  be  read  again. 

The  Chief  Clerk  again  read  the  amendment 
as  modified. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  suggest  to  say  "upon 
its  railroad  or  other  propertv." 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  propose  to  put  it  in  the 
first  place  *'  to  exempt  the  property  of  such 
company. '• 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  might  be  construed 
not  to  mean  the  railroad  itself.  "  The  property 
of  the  company  "  would  be  right  euough.  Let 
it  be  so  modified.     How  does  it  read  now  ? 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 

That  nothing  in  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  it  is 
a  supplement,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  exempt  the 

Sroperty  of  the  said  company  from  taxation  by  any 
tate  or  States  through  which  their  said  railroad 
may  pass ;  but  no  such  taxes  shall  be  greater  than 
those  imposed  by  tho  State  uo  the  property  of  rail- 
road companies  chartered  by  such  State. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  desire  to  state  that 
I  am  paired  with  the  Senator  from  Connecti- 
cut, Mr.  Ferry.  If  he  were  here  he  would 
vote  **yea,''  and  1  shoxdd  vote  *^nay.'' 
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The  auestion  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resultea — yeas  20,  nays  19 ;  as  follows: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Blair,  Carpen- 
ter, Caflserly.  Clayton,  Corbett,  Edmunds,  Ferry  of 
Miohifao,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Harlan,  Howe.  John- 
ston, Logan,  Morrill  of  Maine.  Morrill  of  Vermont, 
Patterson.  Saalabury.  Thurman,  and  Tipton— 20. 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Boreman,  Caldwell,  Cameron, 
Cole,  Conkling,  Cooper,  Frelinjhuysen,  Kellogg, 
Morton,  Oabom,  Pomeroy,  Rioe,Kobertjion,  Sawyer, 
Scott,  Spencer.  Stewart,  Stockton,  and  West— 19. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn.  Ames.Brownlow,  Buck- 
ingham, Chandler,  Cragin,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Davis 
of  West  Virginia,  Fanton,  Ferry  of  Connecticut, 
Flantigan,  Qilbert.  Goldthwaite,  Hamilton  of  Mary- 
land. Uamlin.  Hill,  Hitchcock,  Kelly.  Lewis,  Nor- 
wood, Nye,  Pool,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Scnurz.  Sherman, 
SpraguOtStevenson,  Sumner,  Trumball,  Vickers, 
Wilson.  Windom,  and  Wright— 34. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  desire  to  offer  an  amend- 
ment from  the  committee.  In  section  five,  line 
sixteen,  after  the  word  *^act,"  I  move  to  in- 
sert the  words  '*and  said  road  from  Marshall, 
Texas,  throughout  the  length  thereof  shall  be 
of  uniform  gauge. ' ' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  now  offer  another  amend- 
ment which  I  have  been  instructed  to  offer  by 
the  committee.  It  is  to  insert  at  the  end  of 
section  five  the  following  proviso : 

Provided,  That  said  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany shall  be,  and  it  is  hereby,  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  construct,  maintain,  control,  and  operate 
a  road  between  Marshall,  Texas,  and  Sbreveport. 
Louisiana,  or  control  and  operate  any  existing  road 
between  said  points  of  the  same  gauge  as  the  said 
Texas  Pacific  railroad ;  and  that  all  roads  terminat- 
ing at  Shreveport  shall  have  the  right  to  make  the 
same  running  connections,  and  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  same  privileges  for  the  transaction  of  business 
in  connection  with  the  said  Texas  Pacific  railroad, 
as  are  granted  to  roads  intersecting  therewith: 
J*rov%ded  further.  That  nothing  herein  shall  be  con- 
strued as  changing  the  terminus  of  said  Texas 
Pacific  railroad  ixom  Marshall,  as  provided  in  the 
original  act. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  That  is  the  very 
question  we  have  been  discussing,  and  after 
che  discussion  the  other  amendment  was  with- 
drawn. That  amendment  authorizes  the  con- 
struction of  a  railroad.  It  is  a  charter.  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  adopted. 

Mr.  KELLOGG'.  I  do  not  understand  that 
this  is  altogether  the  question  that  has  been 
discussed  and  withdrawn.  I  understand  the 
question  involved  in  the  amendment  offered 
by  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  was  as  to  whether 
the  Grand  Tower  and  San  Diego  Railroad 
Company,  incorporated  by  the  State  of  Ark- 
ansas, should  be  permitted  to  extend  its  line 
and  connect  at  a  point  not  west  of  Dallas  with 
the  Texas  Pacific  railroad.  This  amendment 
proposes  no  more  than,  after  an  elaborate 
discussion.  Congress  gave  to  the  company  in- 
corporated under  the  original  Texas  Pacific 
act. 

If  I  can  have  the  attention  of  the  Senate 
for  a  moment,  I  think  I  can  show  that  this 
amendment  is  no  more  than  simple  justice, 
not  only  to  the  State  that  I  in  part  represent, 
but  to  all  the  Gulf  States.  I  ask  tbat  this 
Texas  Pacific  railroad  may  be  authorized  to 
build  and  maintain  a  road  or  to  operate  and 
maintain  a  road  already  constructed  from 
Marshall  to  Shreveport.  It  is  to  allow  the 
Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  authorized 
by  the  act  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  to 
operate  and  maintain  a  railroad,  either  by 
operating  another  railroad  purchased  and  con- 
solidated with  it  under  the  fourth  section  of  the 
original  act,  or  give  them  authority  to  build, 
maintain,  and  operate  a  road  for  the  forty 
miles  between  Marshall  and  Shreveport,  If  I 
can  have  the  attention  of  the  Senate  for  a 
moment,  I  will  try  to  show  the  precise  condi- 
tion of  the  difficulty  proposed  to  be  obviated 
by  this  amendment. 

The  original  charter  of  the  Texas  Pacific 
Railroad  Company  authorizes  that  company 
to  build  a  road  from  Marshall  to  San  Diego. 
There  is  no  road  at  Marshall  intersecting  or 
connecting  with  this  proposed  road,  save  one, 
which  is  a  road  running  due  east  from  Mar- 
shall to  the  eastern  boundary  of  Texas,  called 
the  Southern  Pacific,  built  under  a  charter 


granted  by  the  State  of  Texas  in  1854.  I  be- 
lieve this  is  a  road  of  five  feet  gauge.  East- 
ward from  the  eastern  boundary  of  Texas  there 
is  a  road  of  the  same  gauge  to  Shreveport,  on 
the  Red  river,  the  first  navigable  water  on  the 
line  of  this  road  east  of  San  Diego  and  practi- 
cally at  the  head  of  navigation.  The  road 
running  from  the  eastern  boundary  of  the  State 
of  Texas  belongs  to  another  company  and  is 
leased  to  the  Southern  Pacific  company,  which 
owns  and  operates  the  road  from  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  State  of  Texas  to  Marshall, 
a. distance  of  some  twenty  miles. 

Under  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  original 
act  the  Texas  Pacific  company  cannot  dis- 
criminate against  any  road  that  intersects  or 
connects  with  it  at  Marshall  but  through  this 
five-feet  gauge  road  that  runs  to  Shrevenort, 
either  owned  or  controlled  by  the  Soutkern 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  which  is  the 
only  road  connecting  or  intersecting;  at  Mar- 
shall. They  can  thus  discriminate  against  every 
other  road  running  to  Shreveport ;  and  there 
is  the  focus,  so  to  speak,  from  which  radiates, 
or  will  in  the  not  distant  future,  all  the  net- 
work of  railroads  in  the  South.     ^  ^ 

Now,  sir,  all  I  ask  is,  and  I  think  it  is  just 
and  fair,  that  the  Texas  Pacific  company  shall 
be  authorized  and  required  to  maintain  and 
operate  a  railroad  between  Marshall  and  Shreve- 
port, or,  to  meet  the  objection  of  my  fastidious 
friend  from  New  Jersey — if  he  will  permit  me 
to  use  this  expression — control  and  operate 
any  existing  road  between  these  points  of  the 
san\e  gauge  as  the  Texas  Pacific.  But  for  that 
they  can  take  advantage  of  the  act  heretofore 
granted  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of 
Texas  to  the  Memphis  and  £1  Paso  railroad, 
diverge  from  their  line  at  any  point  east  of 
Marshall  and  go  north  to  Texarcana  and  Ful- 
ton, thus  diverting  our  trade ;  they  are  author- 
ized to  do  it,  and  they  might — I  do  not  sa^they 
would — so  make  the  gauge  as  to  practically 
isolate  us.  Indeed,  it  is  not  likely  their  naain 
line  will  be  five  feet  gauge,  but  four  feet  eight 
and  a  half  inches,  and  possibly  less.  It  will 
be  remembered  when  tne  original  bill  was 
before  the  Senate  after  a  long  discussion  it 
was  agreed  to  incorporate  a  clause  providing 
that  the  gauge  of  the  road  should  be  five  feet, 
but  the  Souse  struck  it  out  and  incorporated 
four  feet  eight  and  a  half  inches.  In  the  con- 
ference committee  we  finally  agreed  after  a 
long  contest  to  strike  out  the  whole  question 
of  gauge  and  leave  it  to  the  companies,  and  let 
the  necessities  and  wants  and  demands  of  the 
country  through  which  it  ran  and  the  business 
that  was  likely  to  go  over  the  road  determine 
the  question  of  gauge. 

Now  there  is  a  road  completed  on  the  very 
line  where  this  Texas  Pacific  railroad  pro- 
poses to  run,  westward  from  Marshall,  some 
thirty  miles,  I  believe,  and  there  are  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  miles  graded  and  ready  to 
receive  the  iron  and  ties,  I  am  informed.  It 
needs  but  to  be  extended  a  little  distance, 
comparatively,  and  it  goes  to  Dallas,  and 
when  it  strikes  Dallas  we  have  i  five  feet 
gauge  connecting  all  the  southern  roads  by 
way  of  Shreveport  to  Dallas,  and  then  we 
may  have  a  Texas  Pacific  railroad  of  narrow 
gauge  built  under  the  original  act  running 
from  San  Diego  to  Dallas,  and  thence  bearing 
away  toward  Memphis,  via  Fulton  and  Little 
Rock.  They  are  authorized  under  the  fourth 
section  of  the  original  act  to  consolidate  with 
any  company,  and  they  may  discriminate,  as  I 
have  shown,  against  all  the  network  of  rail- 
roads of  the  entire  South  through  the  piece 
of  road  from  Marshall  to  Shreveport,  but  they 
may  divert,  by  different  gauxe- business  away 
from  the  southern  sea-board. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Mr.  President,  I  wish  to 
say  to  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  and  other 
gentlemen  in  the  southern  section  of  this 
country  who  desire  this  road  to  be  made,  that 
they  are  acting  very  much  in  their  own  light 
by  proposing  these  amendments.  My  experi- 
ence has  been  that  if  you  make  a  railroad  in 


any  section  of  the  country,  getting 
capital  to  build  it  in  the  first  place,  and  k 
becomes  profitable,  those  who  control  it  wj. 
extend  railroad  facilities  as  far  as  thej  can. 

I  am  sure  that  if  the  amendment  of  tk^ 
Senator  from  Louisiana  is  incorporated  in  tii  i 
bill,  it  will  kill  the  bill,  because  anlesa  y/a 
can  make  such  a  bill  as  the  gentlemen  wt  •.> 
are  now  proposing  to  make  the  road  for  juj 
will  operate  under,  you  will  gel  no  raiiroai 
made.  It  is  a  bargain  now  between  the  coun- 
try and  a  certain  number  of  capitalists  ro  make 
a  rt/ad.  It  is  just  like  half  a  dozen  men  or 
one  or  two  men  coming  together  to  make  a 
bargain  about  property,  one  wanting  a  partic- 
ular thing  done  who  has  no  money,  and  the 
other  who  has  the  capital  being  willing  lo  do 
it  provided  he  can  do  so  with  profit  to  himself 
and  benefit  to  those  around  them.  These  gen- 
tlemen know  what  they  can  do.  They  knu? 
upon  what  terms  they  can  sell  their  bonds ; 
upon  what  terms  and  process  they  can  gci 
their  money ;  and  if  they  are  interfered  wiih, 
they  are  not  likely  to  msJce  the  road.  Thtre 
is  nothing  in  the  world  so  sensitive  as  capiuJ.. 

The  men  who  have  made  their  money  bj 
long  years  of  savings  are  always  cautious,  aiid 
they  are  afraid  to  invest  any  portion  of  iheir 
capital  where  there  may  be  any  doubt  at  alL 
There  is  nothingthat  frightens  them  somophu 
a  technicality  in  the  law.  All  successful,  praifr 
tical  men  are  afraid  of  the  law ;  and  all  who 
have  any  experience  find  that  the  men  who  sue 
ceed  in  life  do  not  get  into  law ;  they  keep  out 
-of  it.  Hence,  if  yon  embarrass  the  capitalists 
of  the  country,  you  will  get  no  railroad.  Oi 
the  other  hand,  if  gentlemen  living  in  differest 
quarters  of  the  Union  who  desire  their  locali 
ties  to  be  connected  with  this  road  will  waiu 
they  will  all  ^et  railroads  in  timci  because,  if 
this  railroad  is  made,  it  will  ^we  prosperiij  to 
the  whole  region  of  country  in  which  it  mftj 
be  and  all  around  it.  I  trust  we  shall  hare  zo 
more  amendments  to  this  bill,  bat  will  pass  i; 
as  it  is  and  then  go  home. 

Mr.  MO  RRILL,  of  Vermont.  We  have  now 
been  here  about  twice  as  long  as  we  ought  lu 
have  been  to-day,  and  there  is  no  more  pros- 
pect of  reaching  a  conclusion  on  this  subject 
than  when  we  began.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness.    [**No,""No."] 

The  question  being  put,  there  were  on  a 
division — ayes  8,jioes  20;  no  qaomm  voting. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  move,  thea, 
that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONELING.  Now  let  as  go  on  with 
the  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  You  cannot  go  on  nntil 
you  get  a  quorum. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
was  not  advised  by  the  last  vote  that  there  was 
not  a  quorum. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Chair  sUted  that 
there  were  eight  in  the  affirmative  and  twentj 
in  the  negative. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  was  on 
the  other  question.  The  Chair  will  remark  to 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  that  the  point  as  to 
a  quorum  was  not  raised  on  this  qnestioo. 
The  Senator  from  Vermont  has  now  raised  the 
question  of  a  quorum,  and  the  Chair  decides 
that  there  is  no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  am  satisfied  that  there 
is  a  quorum  present. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  think  a  quorum  has  just 
come  in. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  move  that  the  roU  be 
called 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  put  the  question  again,  noticing  that  sev- 
eral Senators  have  entered  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wish  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion of  the  Chair.  If  the  Chair  doubu  tke 
presence  of  a  quorum,  is  it  not  in  order  to  aik 
that  the  Chair  count  the  Senate? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
thinks  it  is. 
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Mr.  GONKLING.    I  ask  to  have  a  coant. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  the  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  insists  on  it  strictly  it  would 
be  the  duty  of  the  Chair  to  order  a  call  of  the 
Senate.  The  Chair  was  about  to  pnt  the  ques* 
tion  again  and  test  in  that  way  the  presence 
of  a  quorum. 

Mr.  E  DM  U  N  DS.     On  what  question  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  qnes 
tion  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Very  well. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  will 
determine  whether  there  is  a  qnorum  of  the 
Senate  present.  Those  in  favor  of  adjourn- 
ment will  rise  and  stand  until  counted. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were  on  a 
division — ayes  8,  noes  88. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  is  a 
quorum  present;  and  the  Senate  refuses  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  GONKLING.     Now  let  us  vote. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  New  York  has  got  so  hungry  for  his  tea 
and  coffect  which  he  lost  this  morning  by  an 
unhappy  accident,  it  having  been  run  over  by 
a  railroad,  that  he  cannot  allow  me  to  make  a 
little  amendment  to  this  bill,  [laughter ;]  but 
I  assure  him 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  am  willing  the  Sen- 
ator shall  muke  jua.  amendment  to  anything, 
if  it  is  a  real  one. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  will  propose  one. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  you  propose  a  suit- 
able one  I  will  vote  for  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  To  be  serious,  I  think 
there  is  an  amendment  of  one  word  that  ought 
to  be  made  on  page  3,  which  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  will  not  object  to,  aod  which  I 
understood  the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  bill 
not  to  object  to.- 

Mr.  POMEROY.  There  is  an  amendment 
pending. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  beg  pardon. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  Mr.  Pres- 
ident,  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Louisiana  is,  I  believe,  the  third  or 
fourth  amendment  he  has  given  notice  of  in 
the  last  ten  days. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.    The  second. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  did  not  see 
the  last  one  until  a  few  minutes  ago.  His  first 
amendment  proposed  to  require  the  Texas 
Pacific  railroad  to  extend  its»line  to  the  town 
of  Shreveport,  to  make  its  principal  depot  at 
the  town  of  Shreveport,  on  the  Red  river.  He 
modified  that  subsequently,  and  has  modified 
it  a  third  time,  I  think.  Now  he  says  that  he 
does  not  propose  at  all  to  move  the  lerminas 
of  the  road,  but  to  leave  that  at  or  near  Mar- 
shall,  where  it  was  originally  located,  bnt  he 
requires  the  company  to  construct  a  new  road 
or  operate  one  already  in  existence  of  the  same 
gauee  to  the  town  of  Shreveport,  thereby  leav- 
ing Texas  the  empty  terminus  on  paper,  when 
the  freight  and  cars  and  everything  else  go  on 
to  Shreveport 

The  State  of  Louisiana  is  very  competent 
to  charter  a  road  from  Shreveport  to  the 
Texas  line  where  this  terminus  is.  Texas 
has  spent  a  good  deal  of  money,  and  a  good 
deal  of  time  and  feels  some  anxiety  in  keep- 
ing that  terminus  in  her  own  limits.  I  want 
to  say  to  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  that  the 
coolness  of  the  proposition  almost  takes  my 
breath  away.  [Laughter.]  New  Orleans  is 
languishing;  it  is  losing  its  trade  on  every 
aide :  the  enterprise  of  Missouri,  of  Texas, 
of  lennessee,  and  of  all  the  surrounding 
States  pretty  nearly  has  captured  her  trade 
io  every  direction.  Her  warehouses  are  empty ; 
her  wharves  are  empty ;  and  they  depend  now 
upon  the  energy  and  the  skill  of  their  repre- 
sentatives to  try  to  eke  out  an  existence  after 
they  have  lost  their  trade  by  supineness  and 
indolence. 

Half  the  trade  that  has  been  supporting 
New  Orleans  for  the  last  twenty  years  has 
been  cut  off  within  the  last  eighteen  months ; 


and  a  good  deal  more  of  it  will  be  cut  off  when . 
this  road  is  finished  and  connection  is  made 
between  Galveston  and  St.  Louis.  That  the 
Senator  understands  very  well ;  and  now  he  is 
trying  to  get  the  terminus  of  this  road  moved 
up  to  Red  riv^r ;  and  by  the  way,  Shreveport 
is  not  the  head  of  navigation  of  the  Red  river. 
The  navigation  is  nearly  as  good  to  Jefferson, 
above  it,  as  it  is  to  Shreveport,  and  I  think  it 
is  better.  I  propose  to  lay  his  amendment  on 
the  table.  I  can  do  that,  I  think,  without 
carrying  the  whole  bill. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.    You  cannot  do  that 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion, 
if  it  prevails,  would  carry  the  bill  with  it.  The 
rule  as  to  laying  amendments  on  the  table 
applies  to  appropriation  bills  merely.  Does 
the  Senator  from  Texas  persist  in  his  motion? 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  ofTexas.  I  withdraw 
it  if  it  carries  the  bill  with  it.  I  do  not  desire 
to  do  that. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  I  am  very  much  sur- 
prised that  my  friend  from  Texas  does  not 
want  to  lay  the  bill  itself  on  the  table.  He 
fought  the  original  Texas  Pacific  bill  with  all 
his  might  from  the  beginning.  He  does  not 
want  any  railroads  in  1  exas,  or  for  that  mat- 
ter apparently  any  other  improvement.  He 
fought  the  original  bill  when  I  introduced  it 
three  years  ago;  he  has  fought  it  ever  since, 
and  I  expected  him  to  fight  this  amendment. 
Now,  Mr.  President,  he  frankly  admits  the 
whole  object  of  his  opposition  to  this  amend- 
ment to  be  that  it  may  destroy  a  connection 
with  New  Orleans,  and,  of  course,  with  all 
the  Gulf  States.  There  is  the  difficulty. 

The  Senator  says  the  trade  of  New  Orleans 
is  languishing,  that  our  warehouses  are  empty, 
&c.  Sirj  out  of  deference  to  Senators  who 
are  wearied  with  a  long  debate,  and  because 
1  think  the  Senator  from  Texas  has  really, 
though  of  course  unintentionally,  made  an 
effective  argument  in  favorof  this  amendment, 
I  will  refrain  from  replying  to  him,  as  I  might 
with  great  propriety.  Some  arguments  are 
best  answered  by  silence,  by  leaving  them  to 
the  candid  judgment  of  Senators.  I  cannot 
refrain,  however,  from  saying  that  I  scarcely 
expected  the  Senator  to  say  what  he  has  re- 

rirding  the  chief  city  of  the  South,  and  which, 
beg  to  say,  is  incorrect,  but  of  a  State  closely 
connected  with  his  own  State  by  almost  every 
bond  of  interest,  commercial  and  otherwise. 
I  am  appealing  on  behalf  of  the  interest  of  his 
State  as  well  as  that  of  my  own.  Sir,  if  New 
Orleans  can  only  get  what  she  has. a  right  to 
expect,  what  she  is  justly  entitled  to,  there  will 
very  soon  be  no  empty  warehouses  there,  and 
those  heretofore  empty  have  been  made  so  in 
great  measure  for  want  of  the  very  facilities 
some  of  which  are  contemplated  by  this  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  Allow  me  to 
interrupt  the  Senator.  I  ask  the  Senator  if 
the  original  charter  of  the  Texas  Pacific  com- 
pany does  not  authorize  them  to  connect  from 
New  Orleans  bv  way  of  Vicksburg  with  the 
road  at  Marshall  ? 
Mr.  KELLOGG.  No,  sir. 
Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  Yee,  sir ;  it 
does.     Look  at  the  law  and  you  will  see. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  My  friend  means  to  in- 
quire if  it  does  not  allow  us  to  connect  by  way 
of  Shreveport.  Vicksburg  is  on  the  Mississippi 
river.  Shreveport  is  two  hundred  miles  west, 
on  Red  river.  That  is  a  little  mistake,  how- 
ever. The  original  charter  provides  that  the 
New  Orleans,  Baton  Rouge,  and  Vicksburg 
railroad,  a  company  incorporated  under  the 
laws  of  the  State  of  Louisiana,  may  connect 
with  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  road.  But  that 
is  the  point  which  has  been  under  discussion  for 
the  past  two  hours,  and  whether  Congress  could 
give  to  a  company  chartered  by  a  State  Legis- 
lature the  right  to  run  over  into  another  State. 
We  do  not  claim  that;  and  the  original 
charter  of  the  New  Orleans,  Vicksburg,  and 
Baton  Rouge  Railroad  Company  provides  that 
it  shall  run  to  Shreveport,  thus  leaving  it  with 


a  link  of  some  forty  miles  between  the  term- 
inus of  that  road,  as  provided  by  its  charter, 
and  the  eastern  terminus  of  the  road  incorpo- 
rated under  the  Texas  Pacific  act,  with  five  feet 
gauge  road  between  and  no  power  to  prevent 
unjust  discrimination,  not  only  against  that 
road,  but  all  others  ladiating  from  thence. 

Now,  I  ask  a  vote  upon  this  amendment. 
It  is  reported  after  discussion  by  our  com- 
mittee on  severul  occasions  and  with  great 
unanimity.  The  Senator  from  Texas  refers 
to  some  alterations  made  by  me.  It  is  true  I 
have  made  some  alterations  in  order  to,  if 
possible,  obviate  his  objections;  but  I  find  it 
18  impossible  to  do  this.  I  put  the  proviso 
upon  it  to  satisfy  him,  providing  expressly 
that  nothing  in  the  act  shall  be  construed  as 
changing  the  terminus.  He  now  comes  in  and 
opposes  it,  saying  it  does  really  change  the 
terminus.  Well,  if  it  does,  I  submit  it  ought  to. 

Mr.  President,  I  only  desire  to  say  again,  in 
conclusion,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Pacific 
Railroad,  after  careful  consideration,  author- 
ised me  to  report  this  amendment,  and  I  ask 
in  common  justice  to  the  section  of  country 
that  I  in  part  represent  that  it  be  adopted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken  resulted — ^yeas  26,  nays  13 ;  as  follows : 

TEAS— Mei8r8.Bayard,  Blair.  Boreman.  Caldwell, 
Carpenter.  Caaserly,  Clayton.  Cooper,  Corbett,  Ferry 
of  Michigan,  Hill.  Kellogg.  Kelly,  Logan.  Morrill  of 
VermoDt,  Osbom,  Pomeroy,  Rice,  Rooertson,  Sauls* 
bury.  Sawyer,  Soott,  Speneer,  Stewart,  Stockton,  and 
We8t-28. 

NAYS— Measrs.  Anthony,  Cameron.  Cole,  Conk- 
ling,  Edmunds,  Frelinghaysen,  Hamilton  of  Texas, 
Harlan.  Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Patterson.  Thur- 
man.  and  Tipton— 13. 

ABSENT— Messrs-Aloorn.  Ames,  Brownlow,  Buck- 
ingham. Chandler.  CragiiKDaris  of  Kentucky.  Davis 
of  West  Virginia.Penton.Ferry  of  Connection  t.  Flan- 
agan, Gilbert,  Goldthwaiie,  Hamilton  of  Maryland. 
Hamlin,  llitchoock.  Howe,  Johnston,  Lewis,  Nor- 
wood, Nye,  Pool.  Pratt,  Ramsey.  Schura.  Sherman, 
Sprague.  Stevenson,  Sumner.  Trnmball.  Vickers, 
Wilson,  Windom,  and  Wright-34. 

So  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  offer  an 
amendment  to  come  in  on  page  8,  section 
four.  I  will  state  that  this  bill  seems  to  pro- 
Tide  for  an  endless  amount  of  arrangement 
and  consolidation,  and  I  suppose  purchase  of 
other  roads.  I  want  to  have  a  provision  in 
that  after  they  have  made  all  these  arrange- 
ments and  consolidations  they  shall  not  sell 
out  to  any  other  party.  I  offer  an  amendment 
to  effect  that  purpose  to  insert  at  the  end  of 
section  four  the  following : 

And  it  shall  not  bo  lawful  for  said  railroad  com- 
pany to  sell,  transfer,  or  assign  any  of  the  rights  or 
privileges  conferred  by  this  act  or  the  act  to  which 
it  is  supplementary. 

The  amendment  was  not  agreed  to ;  there 
being,  on  a  division — ayes  7,  noes  35. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  offer  the  following  amend- 
ment to  come  in* as  an  additioiial  section : 

That  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  railroad,  as  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  Jaly  27,  1866,  is  hereby  extended  three 
years;  and  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany shall  not  be  recjuired  to  constrnet  its  road  be- 
yond the  town  of  Vinita.  in  the  Indian  territory,  at 
the  rate  of  fifty  miles  per  year:  Provided,  That  the 
entire  road  shall  be  completed  through  to  the  Pacific 
coast  within  the  period  prescribed  by  law. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  have 
that  explained  to  know  what  it  means. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  That  is  a  proposition  which 
has  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Pacific  Railroad,  and  if  my  recollection  is 
right  it  is  under  consideration  there ;  it  has 
not  been  reported,  and  I  hope  that  it  will  not 
be  adopted  for  that  reason. 

Mr.  STEWART.     It  has  been  reported. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  has  it  to  do  with 
this  bill? 

Mr.   SCOTT.     It  is.  an    entirely  different 
subject,  connected  with  a  different  road  in  a 
different  part  of  the  country,  and  I  hope  it 
.  will  not  be  attached  to  this  bill. 
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Mr.  BLAIR.  I  do  not  see  myself  why  we 
oannot  provide  for  this  line  in  this  bill  as  well 
as  for  toe  various  interests  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  desires  to  subserve  in  the  present 
bill.  It  does  not  refer  to  a  snbject  so  entirely 
different  and  distinct.  It  refers  to  a  Pacific 
railroad,  and  it  is  quite  a» germane  to  this  bill 
as  many  other  subjects  which  have  been 
drawn  into  this  bill.  On  that  point  I  do  not 
think  the  Senator^s  objection  is  well  taken. 
The  amendment  is  not  offered  in  any  spirit 
of  hostility  to  his  bill,  but  on  the  contrary  I 
desire  to  support  his  measure. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  this  amendment  will 
not  be  pressed. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  As  the  Senator  having  the 
bill  in  charge  objects,  I  withdraw  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  to  amend  the 
bill  on  the  third  page«  tenth  line,  in  the  print 
1  have,  by  inserting  before  the  word  '^con- 
tracts'' the  word  *Mawful;"  so  that  it  will 
read,  *' under  lawful  contracts  with  such  par- 
ties, and  on  such  terms  and  conditions  as  said 
company  may  deem  needful."  As  it  now 
stands  it  looks  as  if  it  might  be  construed  into 
an  affirmance  or  conferring  of  power  to  these 

Sersons  to  let  a  contract  to  the  whole  body  of 
irectors  by  the  whole  body  of  directors.  I 
presume  that  is  not  the  intention,  and  there- 
fore there  can  be  no  objection  to  inserting  the 
word  ** lawful'*  before  "contracts,"  so  *hat 
no  misconstruction  can  be  had.  As  I  said  a 
little  while  ago,  I  understood  that  was  satis- 
factory to  the  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  accept  that  amendment. 
The  company  does  not  propose  to  make  any 
unlawful  contracts. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  concurring  in  the  amendments  made 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  desire  to  reserve  for  a  sep- 
arate vote  the  amendment  in  relation  to  the 
power  of  taxation. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  As  I  understand  this  to 
be  the  right  time,  I  renew  my  amendment  to 
the  committee's  amendment  as  to  commen- 
cing work  from  San  Diego  eastward.  I  move 
to  strike  out  from  line  nineteen,  on  page  4  of 
the  second  printed  bill,  the  words  "  after  the 
second  year,"  and  insert  *' within  two  years 
twenty  miles,  and  thereafter  not  less  than 
twenty- five."  I  explained  that  very  fully 
when  the  bill  was  in  committee.  I  will  not 
repeat  what  I  then  said,  or  renew  the  discus- 
sion. I  hope  the  Senate  will  accept  my  amend- 
ment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  The  Chair 
will  observe  that  that  amendment  will  be  re- 
served together  with  the  amendment  upon 
taxation,  when  the  Senator  can  renew  his 
amendment.  The  question  will  first  be  on 
concurring  in  the  other  amendments  made  as 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion now  is  on  the  amendment  to  which  the 
Senator  from  California  moves  his  amendment. 
It  will  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk.     It  is  proposed  to  amend 

the  amendment  on  page  4  of  the  bill,  section 

five,  by  striking  out  in  line  nineteen  the  words 

*^  after  the  second  year,"  and  in  lieu  of  those 

words  to   insert    "  within   two  years   twenty 

miles,  and  thereafter;"  so  that  if  amended 

the  amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 

Whole  will  read : 

That  the  said  oompanj  shall  commence  the  con- 
straetion  of  said  road  from  San  Diego  eastward 
within  one  year  from  the  passage  of  this  act,  and 
construct  within  two  years  twenty  miles,  and  there- 
after not  less  than  twenty-five  miles  per  annum  in 
continuous  line,  Ac. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  hope  the  amendment  will 
not  bo  adopted.  I  do  not  wish  to  renew  the 
discussion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 


.California  to  the  amendment  made  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
rejected. 

The  amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole  was  concurred  in.      • 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion now  .will  be  on  concurring  in  the  last 
amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  relative  to  taxation,  which  the  Secre- 
tary will  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  amendment  is  to 
insert  as  an  additional  section  the  following : 

That  nothing  in  this  act,  or  the  act  to  which  it  is 
a  supplement,  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  exempt  the 

Sroperty  of  the  said  company  from  taxation  by  any 
tate  or  States  through  which  their  said  railroad 
may  pass,  bat  no  such  taxes  shall  be  greater  than 
those  imposed  by  the  State  on  the  property  of  rail- 
road companies  chartered  by  such  State. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  think  that  amendment 
perhaps  ought  to  be  added  to  it,  *'  or  other 
similar  property  within  the  State." 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Suppose  there  is  no 
similar  property  in  those  new  States  ? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Then  it  will  have  to  be 
approximated.  There  must  be  some  prop- 
erty that  bears  some  resemblance  to  railroad 
coaches  and  to  railroad  engine?. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That,  I  think,  is  the 
best  reason  for  voting  a{[ainst  this  amendment. 
And  now,  as  I  anoL  making  a  suggestion  in  be- 
half of  the  measure  to  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia, he  will  pardon  me  for  occupying  his 
time  for  a  moment.  There  was  an  express 
company  which  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania 
will  remember  something  about,  and  that  ex- 
press company  with  its  property  was  taxed  in 
some  of  the  States  in  a  way  that  was  intol- 
erable; that  wonld  have  driven  them  oat 
entirely;  and  a  bill  was  reported,  which  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  will  remember,  to 
correct  the  very  thing  which  1  suggest  to  the 
Senator  from  California  may  arise  here.  To 
declare  that  the  States  shall  have  the  power  to 
tax  is,  as  the  Senator  from  Nevada  said,  a  sort 
of  invitation  and  advertisement  that  they  are 
to  exercise  that  power  and  make  laws  accord- 
ingly. Then  you  say  that  the  rate  of  taxation 
shall  be  no  higher  than  it  is  upon  other  similar 
property.  Now,  it  may  be,  and  we  know  that 
it  probably  will  be  the  case  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  that  there  will  be  no  other  railroads  in 
existence  chartered  by  these  States,  and  no 
other  similar  property.  Then  if  they  tax  this 
property  invidiously,  you  must  come  here 
again  to  cure  the  matter. 

Mr.  EDkUNDS.  I  would  like  to  ask  my 
friend  from  New  York  if  there  are  not  other 
railroads  already  chartered  and  in  operation 
•in  the  State  of  Texas  and  also  in  the  State  of 
California,  the  only  two  States,  as  I  understand, 
in  which  this  railroad  now  would  operate  if  it 
were  built  to-day?  So  that  as  to  those  two 
States  there  can  be  no  difficulty. 

Mr.  CON  KLING.  But  the  Senator  will  see 
that  that  suggestion  does  not  satisfy  the  amend- 
ment if  I  heard  it  aright.  It  is  that  this  shall 
be  in  other  States  which  may  come  in. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Allow  me  to  ask  the  Senator 
what  will  be  the  case  if  we  do  not  put  this 
amendment  on ;  will  the  States  be  able  to  tax 
the  road  or  not? 

Mr.  CONKLING.    I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  HO  WE.  Then  how  may  they  tax  them  ? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Just  in  the  way  they 
tax  now  the  Kansas  Pacific  railroad  in  the 
State  of  Kansas,  rating  it  at  $22,600  a  mile, 
and  taxing  it  regularly,  and  it  passes  its  tax, 
and  yet  there  is  no  provision  in  the  Kansas 
Pacific  railroad  charter  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Then  what  hurt  will  this 
amendment  do  ? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  may  do  a  good  deal 
of  harm.  It  may  change  the  rights  of  those 
parties.  In  place  of  all  being  remitted  to  the 
general  rights  which  tax- payers  and  the  power 
to  levy  taxes  have,  it  may  get  up  some  real  or 
supposed  distinction,  and  may  lead  to  a  con- 
troversy which  we  may  just  as  well  avoid  as 


not.  If  I  did  not  suppose  there  was  power  .3 
the  States  to  tax  these  roads,  I  would  Tote  rV 
something  to  give  that  power ;  but  1  eertaii.r 
supposed  the  power  to  exist,  and  ibis  is  t&n.- 
peri-og  with  it  in  an  unnecessary  way  azi4  pro.- 
ably  in  a  dangerous  way. 

Mr.  MORTON.  In  most  of  the  States  xb^y 
have  constitutional  provistoos  requiring  Lai& 
tion  to  be  equal  upon  all  kinds  of  profttrnj. 
In  a  few  of  the  States  there  is  no  audi  provis- 
ion. There  was  not  in  the  old  coDStitunoti  •  f 
Indiana.  Now,  if  a  new  State  should  coml^ 
into  the  Union  carved  out  of  anj  of  this  ter- 
ritory, without  a  provision  of  that  kind  in  lU 
constitution,  under  the  operation  of  this  clause 
it  would  be  at  liberty  to  fix  a  tax  of  one  hail 
pei:  cent,  npon  the  general  property  of  the 
State,  real  and  personal,  and  of  tliree  per 
cent,  upon  this  railroad  property. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  wonld  they  be  st 
liberty  to  do  without  this  clause  if  they  sbo&i  i 
come  in  without  such  an  equal  provision  in  tie 
constitution  ? 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  think  they  wonld  not  be 
at  liberty  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  to  fix  an  unequal  tax. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  This,  then,  wiU  aot 
enable  them  to  do  it. 

Mr.  M9HTON.  Whatisthenaeofpnuraf 
in  a  provision  that  may  carry  .that  impression? 
The  object  is  to  build  this  road,  and  to  hare 
the  charter  in  that  form  which  will  invite  mts 
to  invest  their  money  in  it.  We  do  not  w«at 
a  provision  in  it  which  stands  in  the  na;are 
of  a  threat,  and  which  may  deter  men  froa 
investing  their  money.  Here  is  a  proposuco 
to  build  a  road  across  the  continent  withoai  a 
dollar  of  subsidy.  I  do  not  know  whether 
this  road  can  be  built  or  not;  I  hope  it  caa : 
but  it  ought  to  be  encouraged.  A  laud  gmn 
is  made  by  the  United  States ;  hot  the  mg»t 
of  that  land  now  is  not  worth  three  cents  a^ 
acre,  and  will  not  be  until  this  road  is  buix 
if,  however,  men  are  willing  to  invest  the; 
money  and  take  the  chances  upon  the  ehar 
acter  of  the  land  grant,  they  ought  to  be 
encouraged,  and  there  ought  to  be  no  prov^- 
ion  in  this  charter  that  will  stand  in  the  natare 
of  a  threat.  But  this  provision  would  give  tc 
a  State  that  has  no  constitutional  provisicn 
forbidding  it  the  power  to  tax  unequally  tb^ 
road  that  runs  through  it,  and  they  migbt 
think  it  was  fair  game  to  do  so. 

I  am  willing  10  vote  for  this  provision  if  ,1 
is  made  equal;  in  other  words,  that  these 
new  States  shall  not  have  the  power  to  tax 
the  property  of  this  railroad  higher  than  th^y 
tax  other  property.  In  the  absence  of  that 
provision,  I  do  not  know  whether  the  St&ie 
would  have  the  right  to  tax  the  railroad.  Tb? 
Senator  says  yes.  I  do  not  know.  Tae 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  hare 
decided  that  the  States  have  no  right  to  tax 
a  bond  of  the  United  States.  Why  7  Beeaa«e 
if  they  have  that  power,  they  can  tax  it  oat 
of  existence.  They  have  no  right  to  tax  the 
stock  in  a  national  bank  without  the  consent 
of  the  national  Government,  because  they  caa 
tax  the  bank  out  of  existence.  Now,  if  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  has  the  right 
to  establish  railroad  companies  in  the  Terri- 
tories, and  the  States  afterward  hare  a  right 
to  come  in  and  tax  them  od  Ubihsm^  they  cdst 
tax  them  out  of  existence.  In  other  word^l 
the  same  reason  which  prevents  a  State  from 
taxing  United  States  bonds  or  from  taxi.if 
stock  in  a  United  States  iM^nk,  without  tt« 
consent  of  the  nation,  wonld  be  a  good  reasoa 
why  they  should  not  tax  property  of  a  corpon- 
tion  like  this  created  by  the  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  Now,  I  am  willing  to  see  the  geo- 
eral  provision  go  in  that  they  may  tax,  but  that 
they  shall  not  tax  it  higher  than  they  tax  other 
property. 

M  r.  BAY  A  RD.  My  on  ly  objection  to  votuig 
for  the  amendment  now  under  consideratioo  ii 
that  the  implication  might  seem  to  lurk  ia  it 
that  Congress  was  undertaking  to  control  tid 
right  of  the  StAes  in  regard  to  the  taxation  d 
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property  within  their  limits.  I  believe  that 
these  railways  and  other  sensible  improve- 
ments are  far  safer  in  the  hands  of  the  States 
than  they  are  in  the  hands  of  the  General  Q-ov- 
ernmenL  I  cannot  apprehend  so  foolisht  so 
suicidal  a  coarse  as  it  appears  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Indiana  seems  to  suggest.  There 
is  no  more  fear  that  the  State  will  tax  out  of 
existence  an  improvement  so  essential,  than 
that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  will  tax 
out  of  existence  a  means  so  essential  to  itself 
ill  the  way  of  war  necessiiies.  I  wish  to  say 
here,  that  while  1  shall  vote  for  this  amend- 
xnent  because  I  think  it  lies  perhaps  in  the 
right  direction,  yet  I  do  so  reluctantly,  lest  it 
may  imply  the  idea  that  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  has  any  control  whatever,  or  can 
pot  any  restriction  whatever,  upon  the  power 
of  State  taxation  over  property  within  its 
limits.  I  believe  that  to  be  unreserved,  and  to 
rest  in  the  discretion  of  the  State  alone. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  voted  for  this  amendment 
hefore  for  the  reason  that  I  did  not  believe  it 
could  do  any  harm.  I  did  not  think  it  had 
any  effect  on  the  power  of  the  States  so  far  as 
taxation  was  concerned.  But  inasmuch  as  I 
thought  they  had  the  power  to  tax  this  prop- 
erty, the  amendment  did  not  interfere  with  it 
except  by  way  of  proper  restriction.  Bat  the 
view  that  has  been  presented  since  has  some* 
what  changed  my  notion  about  iL  If  it  is  in 
any  way  to  interfere  with  the  progress  of  the 
construction  of  the  road  and  ot  the  selling  of 
the  bonds,  or  to  impede  the  enterprise  on  ac- 
count of  fears  that  it  may  raise  m  the  minds 
of  individuals  as  to  its  being  taxed'  out  of 
existence,  X  will  now  vote  contrary  to  my 
former  vote.  While  expressing  this  parpose 
I  wish  to  say  that  I  believe  myself  the  amend- 
ment neither  adds  to  nor  diminishes  the  power 
of  the  Stiiktes  in  regard  to  taxation. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  sure  that  I  am  as 
much  in  favor  of  having  this  road  built  as  any 
man  in  the  Senate,  for  I  think  it  proper  to 
have  a  great  southern  transcontinental  route 
to  bind  that  part  of  the  country  together  and 
secure  an  interchange  of  communication.  I  do 
not  want,  however,  to  authorize  this  company 
to  borrow  the  money  to  secure  that  end  on 
any  false  pretense.  I  do  not  wish  to  have  the 
bondholders  led  into  lending  money  to  it  with 
the  idea  or  belief  that  the  property  of  the 
company,  when  the  road  is  once  constructed, 
is  going  to  be  free  from  taxation  unless  it  is 
really  to  be  ffte  from  taxation.  I  want  the 
man  who  lends  his  money  to  know  anH  under- 
stand what  the  truth  is,  either  that  the  prop- 
erty is  to  be  taxed  according  to  the  State  laws, 
or  that  it  is  not.  Therefore  the  argument  of 
the  Senator  from  Indiana,  that  it  may  interfere 
with  the  sale  of  the  bonds,  is  based  upon  the 
idea  that  the  man  who  is  expected  to  lend  his 
money  will  not  lend  it  if  we  say  in  the  law 
that  he  is  likely  to  be  liable  to  State  taxation, 
and  we  do  not  intend  to  prevent  State  taxation, 
while  he  will  lend  it  if  we  leave  it  out  of  the 
law  and  leave  him  in  ignorance  on  that  sub- 
ject. In  other  words,  the  theory  is  that  he 
will  lend  it  if  he  believes  it  is  going  to  be  free 
from  taxation,  and  he  may  not  lend  it  if  he 
believes  it  is  not  going  to  be  free  from  taxa- 
tion. I  do  not  think  that  is  the  fair  way  to 
borrow  money. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  How  has  that  been  done 
as  to  all  the  other  bonds? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  ^I  am  answering  the  argu- 
ment that  has  been  put  forward  here  that  the 
bondholders  are  going  to  be  frightened  by  the 
knowledge  that  is  carried  home  to  them  that 
we  do  not  intend  to  interfere  with  State  rights. 
I  do  not  think  the  bondholders  are  to  be  fright- 
ened by  that  knowledge;  or  if  they  are,  mey 
ought  to  be  frightened  so  that  they  will  act 
honestly,  fairly,  and  understandingly.  I  do 
not  believe  that  the  prospects  of  this  com- 
pany are  to  be  injured  by  the  bondholders 
knowing  truly  what  the  law  is  which  governs 
the  su Inject  of  taxation  in  respect  to  the  prop- 


erty upon  which  they  lend  money.  Besides, 
as  I  have  said,  they  ought  not  to  be  deceived. 
I  wish  to  have  it  understood  as  far  as  it  is  of 
any  consequence  to  anybody  (as  it  probably 
is  at  Cincinnati)  because  I  do  not  know  that 
I  shall  go  there,  [laughter] — I  wish  to  have 
it  understood  that  I,  for  one,  stand  up  for  State 
rights,  and  I  am  opposed  to  this  Congress  or 
any  other  Congress  undertaking  to  override 
the  just  powers  of  the  States  ;  but  while  I  am 
standing  up  for  State  rights,  I  want  also  to 
stand  up  for  candor  to  the  creditors  of  cor- 
porations, either  those  created  by  Congress  or 
those  created  b^  the  States. 

Let  us,  therefore,  guard  against  all  misappre- 
hension, because  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion 
among  ourselves  here  as  to  what  the  constitu- 
tional authority  is.  The  Senator  from  Indiana 
has  argued  that  a  State  has  no  power  to  tax  a 
railroad  incorporated  by  the  Union  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  may  tax  it  out  of  existence,  upon  the 
same  principle  that  a  State  had  no  power  to 
tax  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  it  might 
tax  it  to  death,  and  therefore  destroy  one  of 
the  constitational  means  of  the  Government  in 
carrying  on  its  operations.  Other  Senators, 
the  Senator  from  New  York,  [Mr.  Conklino,] 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Howe,]  the 
Senator  from  Delaware,  [Mr.  Saulsbury,]  con- 
tend that  the  States  have  the  power  to  tax  the 
property  of  a  corporation  that  Congress  has 
created. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Does  the  Senator  think  the 
State  has  that  power  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  leave  that  question  to 
the  Senator  from  Indiana.  I  only  say  that  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  takes  one  side  in  favor 
of  the  want  of  power  in  the  State  to  tax  this 
corporation,  and  the  other  Senators  take  the 
other  view.  Now,  being  in  favor  of  State 
rights,  I  wish  to  have  no  implication  drawn 
out  of  this  bill  that  we  are  going  to  interfere 
by  anything  that  we  do  with  the  rights  of  the 
States,  whatever  they  may  be  ;  and,  therefore, 
instead  of  declaring  that  the  States  shall  have 
the  power,  because  if  they  have  not  the  power 
we  cannot  confer  it,  we  merely  say  that  noth- 
ing in  this  act  shall  be  understood  as  limiting 
or  infringing  upon  whatever  rights  the  States 
may  lawfully  possess.  That  is  all  there  is  in 
it;  but  I  think  it  will  be  largely  in  favor  of 
honest  men  lending  their  money  to  put  into 
this  road  to  have  it  understood  distinctly, 
plainly,  precisely  what  the  enterprise  is,  what 
IS  meant  by  the  law,  what  are  to  be  their  liabil- 
ities, their  chances,  and  their  responsibilities. 

Mr.  THUHMAN.  With  the  consent  of  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  who  nl6  ved  this  amend- 
ment, I  move  to  concur  in  the  amendment 
made  in  committee  with  a  modification,  to 
wit,  to  strike  out  in  the  amendment  as  agreed 
to  in  committee  the  words  **and  no  such 
taxes  shall  be  more  than  those  imposed  by  the 
State  on  the  property  of  other  railroad  com- 
panies chartered  by  such  State,''  and  in  lieu 
of  them  to  insert  *'  not  more  than  the  average 
taxation  of  said  State  upon  other  properly 
therein  ;''  so  that  the  amendment  if  adopted  in 
that  modified  form  will  read : 

That  nothing  in  this  act  or  the  act  to  which  it  is  a 
Bupplomentaball  be  so  construed  as  to  exempt  the 
property  of  the  said  oompany  from  taxation  by  any 
State  or  States  through  which  said  railroad  may 

§089.  not  more  than  the  averaf  e  taxation  of  said 
tate  upon  other  property  therom. 

I  understand  that  this  is  acceptable  to  the 
Senator  from  Indiana^  and  I  suppose*ihatwith 
this  there  will  be  no  further  objection. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  How  does  that  affect 
the  question  of  assessment  and  valuation, 
which  has  been  the  awkward  question  in  my 
State  ?  Suppose,  tor  example,  they  take  the 
capital  stock  of  the  railroaa  as  representing 
its  value  fairly,  they  impose  upon  it  the  tax  of 
a  fraction  of  a  cent  or  three  cents,  as  the  case 
may  be  ;  and  then  they  value  real  estate  and 
other  property  at  one  third  its  value.  The  rate 
of  taxation  is  alike,  but  in  effect  it  is  a  very 
invidious  and  discriminating  tax.    I  should 


like  to  inquire  of  the  mover  of  this  whether 
he  thinks  he  has  guarded  it  in  the  respect 
which  I  point  out? 

Mr.  THUEMAN.  I  will  not  impute  to  a 
State  that  it  is  going  to  be  guilty  of  any  such 
fraud.  We  cannot  help  it  if  it  does.  I  am 
not  going,  out  of  any  imaginary  fear  of  that 
kind,  to  exempt  the  property  of  a  road  for 
fifteen  hundred  miles,  that  we  have  endowed 
as  we  have  endowed  this  road,  from  all  taxa- 
tion. I  am  not  going  to  create  by  my  vote, 
if  I  can  help  it,  any  such  monopoly ;  and  to 
say  that  the  State  may,  in  violation  of  all  jus- 
tice, of  all  right,  of  all  equality,  value  this 
property  three  or  four  times  its  value  and 
other  property  at  only  one  third  or  one  fourth 
its  value,  is  no  argument  with  me  at  all.  You 
must  trust  to  the  State,  and  this  company  must 
trust  to  the  State.  Every  Senator  here  almost 
(with  the  exception  of  the  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana, who  is  entireljr  logical  in  it)  says  that 
the  State  has  the  right,  whether  we  put  this 
amendment  in  or  not,  to  tax  the  property  of 
this  company.  If  it  has,  it  can  do  precisely 
what  the  Senator  from  New  York  fears.  How 
do  we  help  that  in  the  slightest  degree  by  put- 
ting in  the  distinct  view  which  we  entertain 
that  the  State  is  not  to  be  deprived  of  its  power 
of  taxation? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  This  is  not  a  matter  for 
exuberance  or  oratory  ;  it  is  a  new  matter  of 
fact  The  Senator  from  Ohio  is  no  more 
anxious  than  the  rest  of  as  to  have  it  right. 
He  says  that  my  question  implies  that  some 
State  is  going  to  commit  a  great  fraud.  It  does 
not  imply  any  such  thing.  It  implies  that  some 
State  is  going  to  do  what  every  State  that  I  know 
of  has  done  over  and  over  a^ain,  and  that  is  to 
establish  as  to  one  kind  of  property  a  certain 
rate  and  mode  of  valuation,  and  as  to  another 
kind  of  property  a  different  mode.  Now,  I  would 
like  to  know  what  is  the  assessed  valuation  of 
real  estatjB  in  the  State  of  Ohio  ;  and  without 
waiting  for  an  answer,  I  will  venture  to  say 
that  it  is  not  more  than  one  third  of  its  actual 
value.  Now  turn  to  money  corporations; 
what  is  the  -valuation  there  ?  They  take  the 
fixed  market  value,  as  I  may  say  for  brevit;^, 
and  declare  that  to  be  the  valuation.  That  is 
not  a  fraud ;  it  is  a  different  rule  of  measure- 
ment ;  it  is  a  different  process  of  assessment. 
It  operates,  as  the  Senator  from  Indiana  sug- 
gests, as  a  very  great  injustice. 

Now,  for  the  Senator  from  Ohio  to  get  up 
here  and  declaim  about  a  great  fraud,  and  to 
ask  who  supposes  anybody  will  commit  a  great 
fraud,  does  not  answer  the  (question.  My  posi- 
tion, stated  in  a  word,  is  this:  if  we  leave  the 
matter  where  it  is,  the  laws  afjplicable  to  tax- 
ation and  the  rights  on  both  sides  provide  for 
it,  and  it  can  all  be  equalized  and  taken 
care  of;  but  when  we  undertake  by  statutory 
direction  and  definition  to  point  out  what 
the  States  may  do,  it  is  pretty  important  that 
we  should  not  put  in  a  provision  which  will 
shut  certain  doors  and  obviously  leave  open 
certain  others,  because  if  we  do,  then  some- 
body who  does  not  want  to  commit  a  fraud  at 
at  all,  but  simply  to  ascertain  what  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  meant  in  the  use  of  this  language, 
may  say,  **  Why,  this  obviously  was  intended  to 
permit,  not  a  aifferent  rate  of  taxation,  but  to 

Sermit  taxation  at  the  same  rate  based  upon 
ifferent  kinds  of  vtopertj  measured  by  a 
wholly  different  mode  of  valuatiod  and  assess- 
ment," and  I  say  there  is  no  fraud  about  it. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  want  this  road  taxed 
in  every  State  through  which  it  shall  eo,  just 
as  the  Union  Pacific  railroad  is  taxed,  and  I 
am  willing  to  vote  for  any  language  which 
will  bring  that  about;  and  the  only  amend- 
ment which  I  am  objecting  to  or  questioning 
is  that  amendment,  whatever  it  may  be,  which 
in  my  apprehension  will  or  may  give  rise  to 
uncertainty  and  injustice. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  sug- 
gested to  the  honorable  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, who  had  said  it  already,  that  he  did  not 
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want  anybody  to  be  deceired  about  this. 
Of  coarse  not ;  nobody  wants  to  be  deceived 
any  more  than  those  two  Senators  do.  But 
let  me  ask,  why  is  it  that  people  have  not  been 
deceived  aboat  these  other  bonds?  Yon  have 
chartered  transcontinental  railway  lines,  and 
they  have  put  their  bonds  on  the  market  and 
sold  them,  and  no  such  thing  as  this  ever  was 
in  them.  One  of  those  lines  traverses  Kansas, 
and 'here  is  the  Senator  from  Kansas  who 
knows  that  $22,600  a  mile  is  the  assessed  valu- 
ation of  that  road,  that  the  taxes  are  laid  aod 
paid,  nobody  disputing  it  now.  They  did  dis- 
pute it  and  went  before  the  court,  and  the  court 
said  the  State  had  the  right  to  tax  it.  Now,  I 
want  to  know  what  the  occasion  is  for  putting 
in  here  a  special  provision  doubtful  in  charac- 
ter, in  order  to  insure  what  nobody  doubts 
now? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Allow  me  to  interrupt 
the  Senator.  Does  he  say  that  nobody  doubts 
it  now? 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  Nobody  that  I  have 
heard. 

Mr.THURMAN.  The  Senator  from  Indiana 
has  made  an  argument  here  this  very  day 

Mr.  £DMUNDS.  And  a  pretty  strong 
one,  too. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  And  I  defy  anj  member 
on  this  floor  to  make  as  strong  an  argument 
in  favor  of  the  exemption  from  State  taxation 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  or  bonds  of 
the  United  States,  as  can  be  made  in  favor  of 
exempting  a  railroad  chartered  by  Congress 
if  Congress  has  the  power  to  charter  it.  The 
Senate  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  Supreme 
Court  has  never  decided  this  quest  ion. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  Senator  from  Indi- 
ana did  allude— I  do  not  know  precisely  why, 
for  I  did  not  follow  closely  all  his  remarks — 
to  the  very  familiar  doctrine  stated  in  McCul- 
loch  vs.  Maryland,  and  Weston  vs.  The  City 
of  Charleston,  that  a  State  cannot  tax  the  in- 
strumentalities of  the  General  Government} 
it  cannot  tax  the  fiscal  agencies,  the  Mint,  the 
Post  Office,  the  stages  which  run  on  a  post 
road,  for  that  is  one  case  which  came  from 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  alluded  to  that 
doctrine,  I  know.  I  did  not  understand  him 
to  argue,  very  far  from  it,  that  this  railroad 
company  or  the  other  railroad  companies  and 
express  companies  cannot  be  taxed  by  the 
States.  We  nave  chartered  them,  and  they  are 
taxed,  and  nobody  has  disputed  it,  because 
Congress  has  not  interposed,  as  Congress  did 
in  the  case  of  the  five-twenty  bonds  and  the 
other  bonds,  to  say  expressly  that  they  should 
be  exempt  from  taxation.  I  know  what  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has  said 
as  to  the  necessity  of  Congress  consenting  to 
national  bank  stock  being  taxed.  I  did  not 
understand  the  Senator  from  1  ndiana  to  make 
any  suggestion  to  the  contrary,  and  he  will 
not,  although  he  did  allude  to  this  general 
familiar  doctrine  which  has  been  stated  over 
and  over  again. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Do  I  understand  the  Senator 
from  New  York  to  say  that  the  Supreme  Court 
held  that  bonds  could  not  be  taxed  because 
the  law  under  which  the  bonds  were  issoed 
forbade  their  taxation? 

Mr.  CONKLING.    No,  I  did  not  say  that. 

Mr.  HOWE.     I  so  understood. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  1  did  not  mean  to  say 
that  Now,  1  will  state  on  that  point  that  the 
Supreme  Court  held  that  the  credits  of  the 
Government,  the  bonds  put  afloat  wherewith 
to  obtain  the  money  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  the  Government,  were  instrumentalities 
of  the  Government,  and  that,  under  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  not  an  act  of 
Congress,  they  were  exempt;  and  then  it 
was  argued  whether  Congress  should,  and  also 
whether  Congress  could,  delegate  to  the  States 
the  power  to  tax  them.  We  all  understand 
how  that  question  is.  But  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  for  some  reason  or  other  alluded  to 


that  doctrine.  I  have  heard  nobody  contend, 
and  we  have  history  to  assure  us  that  nobody 
does  contend,  in  other  similar  cases  that  the 
States  may  not  impose  taxes  upon  this  prop- 
erty like  other  property  resident  in  the  States. 
If  that  is  so,  I  see  not  why  we  should  not 
*Met  well  enough  alone;''  but  if  we  are  not 
content  to  do  that,  but  we  want  a  specific, 
directory  clause  to  the  States  as  to  what  they 
may  do  and  what  they  shall  do,  which  I  con- 
sider worse  than  surplusage,  as  has  been 
stated  by  two  Senators  on  the  other  side,  then 
I  think  it  is  quite  right  that  we  should  see  to 
it  that  the  Senator  from  Ohio  does  not  pro- 
pose language  which  mav  be  a  threat  as  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  said,  which  may  be  an 
invitation,  as  I  said,  to  somebody  to  impose 
taxation  in  some  special  and  invidious  or  im- 
proper way.  I  say,  too,  that  when  the  Sen- 
ator undertakes  to  tie  up  the  States  by  saying 
that  the  rate  of  taxation  or  percentage  of  im- 
posiiion,  and  that  only,  shall  conform  to  the 
other  percentages  and  rates  in  the  States,  he 
leaves  the  door  wide  open,  and  does  more 
than  that,  points  the  finger  of  the  Legislature 
to  that  door  as  being  open,  which  will  enable 
the  States  to  rate  this  property,  not  fraudu  * 
lently,  but,  in  the  language  of  the  last  Demo- 
cratic national  platform,  at  its  fall  real  valujc, 
although  real  estate  and  every  other  species  of 
property  is  not  so  rated. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Does  the  Senator  mean 
the  fiill  real  value  of  the  Democratic  platform? 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  turned  out  to  be  the 
full  real  value  of  the  Democratic  platform  ;  but 
they  said  there  that  all  property  was  to  be 
taxed  alike  and  taxed  at  its  real  value.  What 
I  am  pointing  out  is  that  it  is  in  my  judgment 
an  opportunity,  and  I  think  I  may  almost  say 
an  invitation  to  the  States  to  treat  this  prop- 
erty as  they  please  as  to  valuation,  charging  it 
at  a  hundred  cents  on  the  dollar  as  it  stands  at 
its  par  value  on  the  books  of  the  company, 
imposing  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  if  that  is 
the  rate  of  taxation,  while  all  other  property 
in  the  State  assessed  by  assessors  may  be 
assessed  at  one  third  or  one  fifth  or  one  fourth 
its  real  value. 

The  Supreme  Court  have  said  a  great  many 
times  that  people  are  all  bound  to  know  the 
law,  and  never  can  get  relief  because  they  do 
not ;  and  now  if  any  Senator  will  show  me 
that  the  people  of  this  country,  especially 
those  who  have  money  in  their  pockets  to  buy 
bonds  with,  need  a  guardian  and  are  likely  to 
advance  their  money  without  taking  notice  of 
the  fact  that  the  investment  is  liable  to  taxa- 
tion, or  will  show  me  that  there  is  any  doubt 
of  the  power  of  the  States  which  we  can  aid, 
then  I  will  vote  for  any  prudent  amendment ; 
but  I  do  not  want  any '  Senator  to  impute  to 
me  the  idea  that  somebody  is  going  to  commit 
a  fraud,  or  that  some  overgrown  monopoly  is 
to  be  established  by  the  votes  of  those  who 
vote  as  I 'do,  and  that  there  is  some  special 
righteousness  to  be  attained  here  by  a  great 
deal  of  activity  on  this  subject  of  taxation. 
If  it  is  necessary  let  ns  vote  it,  if  it  is  not 
necessary,  let  us  accept  the -law  as  we  know  it 
to  be,  and  leave  the  bill  as  it  will  be  when  we 
have  so  left  it. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  want  to  say  to  the 
Senator  from  New  York  that  if  this  railroad 
when  completed  be  not  an  instrumentality  of 
the  Genial  Government  to  carry  into  execu- 
tion some  one  of  its  powers,  I  do  not  know  what 
authority  we  have  even  to  build  it  or  aid  it 
any  way  whatever ;  and  for  that  reason  I  think 
there  is  very  grave  doubt  about  the  power  of 
the  States  to  tax  it  without  permission  of  the 
General  Government.  But  if  the  Senator  from 
New  York  is  right,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  the 
power  of  the  States  to  tax  it,  then  this  provis- 
ion, instead  of  beiog  against  the  interest  of 
the  company  in  the  sale  of  its  bonds,  is  in  favor 
of  it,  because  the  power  as  it  exists  now  is  an 
unlimited  power,  and  this  certainly  as  fiu:  it 


goes  is  a  restriction  ;  they  can  commit grea:«r 
injustice  without  the  amendmeot  than  xJbxj 
can  with  it. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Although  1  will  take  a 
moment  in  doing  it,  I  will  make  an  observasics 
in  respect  of  both  the  ideas  advanced  by  le^i 
Senator.  In  the  first  place,  he  saya  that  d  y<m 
argue  that  Congress  has  the  power  oad^rr 
either  provision  of  the  Coostitation  to  charts? 
this  road  you  imply  that  the  property  of  the 
road  when  chartered  becomes  an  iastmaieai- 
ality  of  the  Government,  and  therefore  is 
clothed  with  immunity  from  State  taxaiiosu 
As  I  say,  I  will  take  but  a  momeot  upon  laa; 
proposition,  and  therefore,  of  coarse^  I  am 
not  going  to  argne  it;  but  I  aay  to  the  .S&a 
ator  that  his  proposition  implies  that  if  we 
established  a  post  road,  if  we  baild  a  sraigh; 
line  road  from  here  to  New  York,  or  if  w*f 
authorize  somebody  to  go  on  and  do  it  acd 
own  the  franchise  and  traverse  States  in  ordr^r 
to  do  it,  then  in  every  State  through  whicb  i: 
passes  all  the  track  and  all  the  basiDes»  trans- 
acted on  that  road,  which  is  iocideo tally,  or, 
as  the  Senator  pleases,  primarily  a  post  road, 
is  exempt  from  taxation.  No  such  thing  b«» 
ever  been  claimed.  On  the  contrary,  tbecaie 
going  farthest  which  I  can  now  remember  i*  a 
case  that  arose  in  the  State  of  Pennayivaaia. 
where  it  was  held  that  the  post-coaebes  lade  a 
with  the  mail,  the  vehicles  in  which  the  m^t 
passed  from  one  place  to  another,  wereins'ra- 
mentalities  and  were  exempt  from  taxacioc. 
I  think  the  case  went  as  far  as  that. 

Mr.  QDMUNDS.     Not  from   taxation  ss 
property,  but  from  license  taxes. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont reminds  me,  and  he  is  right  about  that, 
that  even  there  it  was  not  held  that  they  verc 
exempt  from  taxation  aa  to  property,  bat  frutn 
license  tax.  We  have  chartered  other  r^ii 
roads,  the  one  I  have  referred  to  two  or  thrt^ 
times  ;  every  one  has  had  his  rights  and  inter- 
ests ;  every  one  has  been  interested  in  wiu- 
holding  the  taxation  if  he  coald.  Thej  can 
not ;  they  do  not.  They  attempted  it  and  ihr-j 
failed.  I  close  that  point  with  the  Seo&ti^ 
from  Wisconsin  by  saying  that  whenever  .c  n 
successfully  denied  and  any  court  holds  that 
the  assent  of  Congress  is  necessary  to  couter 
that  power  upon  the  States,  then  we  want  not 
this  amendment  in  this  bill,  bat  one  geoer&i 
ametidment  which  shall  sweep  over  ail  bilis 
aod  remove  the  vast  and  wide-spread  injastic^ 
which  will  then  exist. 

Now,  *Mr.  President,  as  to  the  other  point 
that  if  we  do  not  say  something  here  the  meo 
who  are  going  to  buy  the  bonds  will  be  afr^i 
that  this  State  power  will  be  exercised  to  td« 
extent  of  destruction  or  improper  and  invidi- 
ous injury.  That  is  the  Senator's  second 
suggestion.  History  again  answers  him  oa 
that  point ;  but  a  better  answer  is  that  if  sach 
a  case  shall  present  itself  the  remedy  is  here. 
Such  a  case  has  presented  itself  in  the  instance 
of  another  corporation,  namely,  the  Soothen 
Express  Company,  where  certain  States^  Geor- 
gia for  example,  did  go  on  and  load  them 
down  with  such  a  burden  of  taxation  that 
they  could  not  stand  up  under  it,  and  they 
came  here  to  Congress  and  received  relief  by 
an  act  of  Congress. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Let  me  suggest  to  the  Sea- 
ator  that  the  same  thing  was  aone  io  regard 
to  the  insurance  companies  of  other  States  is 
several  States.  They  wsre  taxed  out  of  those 
States. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  case  of  insaraace 
companies  is  another  instance.  Therefore  I 
suggest  to  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  that  is 
that  regard,  too,  he  is  espousing  the  negauvs 
side  of  this ;  he  is  taking  an  empty  waj  to  get 
at  it.  Whenever  this  grievance  arises,  we  shall 
need,  in  my  judgment,  something  msefa  more 
efficient  than  this  provision  under  which  in 
strict  conformity  to  which  they  can  tax  this 
railroad  fourfold  over  any  other  property  is 
the  State. 
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Mr.  CARPENTER.  Now,  allow  me  to 
interrupt  my  friend.  We  are  discQBsing  now 
the  protiable  effect  upon  capitalists,  the  fear 
wbich  they  will  eDtertain  of  the  power  of  the 
Governmeot  to  tax  them  too  much.  The  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  eays  the  power  to  tax  is 
an  absolute  and  unlimited  one ;  the  State  may 
tax  these  railroads  out  of  existence  and  drive 
them  out  of  the  State,  if  it  can  tax  them  at  all, 
and  no  limitation  is  put  upon  it.  Now,  the 
question  is,  whether  the  capitalists  will  be 
ixioet  alarmed  by  being  informed  that  the  State 
has  the  power  to  tax  them  out  of  existence, 
or  by  being  informed  that  Googrosa  has  re« 
striated  that  power  in  the  States  so  that  they 
can  only  be  taxed  on  a  par  with  other  property 
in  the  States. 

Mr.  GONKLING.  My  friend,  by  assuming 
his  premises,  is  able  to  draw  a  conclusion  that 
is  unanswerable.  I  have  not  said,  I  deny  any 
such  thing  as  he  attributes  to  me,  namely,  that 
the  States  have  an  unlimited  power  to  tax  this 
corporation  or  any  other  property.  That  is  a 
power  curtailed  and  regulated  by  the  consti- 
tution of  every  State  and  by  the  laws  of  evei^ 
State,  if  you  leave  them  to  operate  upon  this 
property.  But  he  proposes  now  by  act  of  Con- 
gress to  set  up — and  that  is  the  rerj  objection 
to  it — a  particular  authority,  a  particular  war- 
rant under  which  they  may  tax.  Now,  if  the 
Senator  will  show  me  a  State  •where  the  con- 
stitution, the  statutes,  the  mode  of  taxation, 
provide  no  equality,  no  mode  of  escape  from 
invidious  taxation,  nndoubtedly  he  will  show 
zne  a  theater  in  which  the  suggestion  that  he 
makes  will  have  full  play.  I  deny  that  it  has 
full  play  now,  because  we  have  the  State  sys- 
tems to  depend  upon.  This  railroad  company, 
ivhen  chartered,  and  its  property  is  no  more 
liable  than  the  mansion-house  of  the  Senator 
in  Milwaukee  or  his  farm  in  the  State  of  Wis- 
consin to  the  unlimited  power  of  taxation 
which  he  speaks  of.  Both  are  subject  to  the 
power  as  regulated  and  controlled  by  the  juris- 
diction of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  there  I 
want  to  leave  this  with  all  other  property. 

Mr.  CARPENTER,  if  i  had  a  mansion, 
which  1  am  sorry  to  say  I  have  not,  it  would 
be  utterly  subject  to  the  power  of  taxation  in 
Wisconsin,  and  might  be  taxed  out  of  exist- 
ence, as  f%r  as  I  am  concerned,  at  pleasure. 
But  the  Senator  says  this  railroad  is  to  take  its 
place  with  all  other  property.  The  power  of 
taxation,  if  it  exists  at  all,  as  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  says,  is  a  power  to  destroy,  for  yon 
may  tax  it  ten  per  cent.,  you  may  tax  it  twenty 
per  cent.,  or  one  hundred  per  cent,  of  its  value. 
Now  the  Senator  concedes  that  as  the  law 
stands  the  States  may  tax  these  railroads  out 
of  existence. 

Mr.  CON  KLING.  ^concede  that  as  the  law 
now  stands  they  may  tax  this  railroad  just  like 
other  property.  Therefore  I  object  to  setting 
up  a  special  rule  in  this  case,  and  when  the 
time  comes  in  Wisconsin  that  they  tax  the 
Senator's  mansion  house  out  of  existence  and 
his  property  and  this  railroad  with  it,  if  it  runs 
through  Wisconsin,  then  a  time  will  come  when 
the  people  of  Wisconsin  or  some  higher  power, 
if  there  is  one,  will  be  compelled  to  prevent 
that.  Now,  1  say  that  the  unlimited  power  of 
taxation  here  is  a  power  over  this  property 
only  in  common  with  all  other  property  resi- 
dent in  those  States.  1  propose  to  let  this 
railroad  take  its  chance  with  other  property 
ander  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  not  to  set  up 
a  rule  of  taxation  here  which  may.be  strictly 
complied  with  and  yet  lead  to  invidious  and 
destructive  taxation.     That  is  my  proposition. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  We  are  speaking  not 
of  any  States  in  existence  or  any  existing  con- 
stitution, but  of  new  States  to  be  hereafter 
created,  and  I  understand  that  the  amendment 
is  confined  to  such  States  only. 

Mr.  MORTON.     No;  it  is  general. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  did  not  so  under- 
stand. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  No ;  it  applies  to  all 
States  the  road  goes  through.    . 


Mr.  CARPENTER.  Then  atf  to  the  States 
now  in  existence,  the  Senate  can  turn  to  their 
constitutions  and  find  what  the  provisions  are. 
As  to  the  new  States,  we  do  not  know  what 
they  will  be;  whether  the  constitutions  will 
require  a  uniform  rule  of  taxation  in  the  new 
States  or  not  we  do  not  know ;  and  I  do  not 
know  without  examining  whether  itisrequired 
in  all  the  States  now  in  existence  through 
which  the  road  will  pass.  But  that  does  re- 
quire uniform  taxation,  and  requires  nothing 
more.  It  restricts  the  State  to  that  'extent, 
and  puts  this  railroad,  even  as  to  those  States 
not  yet  created,  where  the  Senator  from  New 
York  says  he  wants  to  leave  it  as  to  all  the 
States. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Allow  me  to 
ask  whether  the  Senator  regards  this  as  a 
permission  on  the  part  of  Congress  that  these 
States  should  regard  this  as  taxable  property 
or  whether  it  is  authority.  It  is  in  the  nature 
of  a  permission,  as  I  understand. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  That  is  one  of  those 
constitutional  questions  that  the  Senate  has 
manifested  its  desire  not  to  hear  discussed  this 
afternoon,  and  I  am  not  going  to  go  into  it. 
There  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said  on  both  sides 
of  that  question.  If  this  is  to  be  regarded  as 
an  instrumentality  of  the  Federal  Government 
it  cannot  be  taxed  without  our  {permission. 
If  it  is  not,  it  can  be  taxed  without  our  per- 
mission. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  Does  anybody 
question  at  all,  is  it  a  question  that  lies  any- 
where within  the  bounds  of  doubt  that  if  we 
have  authority  to  charter  this  road  it  is  our 
act ;  that  it  is  a  Government  road  in  the  same 
sense  that  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was 
a  Government  organ?  I  take  it  there  is  no 
authority  for  chartering  this  road  at  all  except 
it  be  upon  the  idea  of  carrying  out  one  of  the 
powers  of  the  Gk>vernment. 

That  is  to  say,  adopting  the  principles  of 
my  honorable  friend  from  Wisconsin,  this  is 
in  the  exercise  of  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce ;  in  other  words,  to  use  his  phrase,  to 
facilitate  commerce.  It  becomes  necessary 
therefore  that  we  should  have  this  Govern- 
ment instrumentality  to  that  end.  Now,  'if  that 
is  so,  is  it  not  a  Government  agency?  And  it 
makes  no  difference  at  all  whether  it  is  done 
in  the  name  of  the  Government  or  in  the 
name  of  A,  B,  or  C.  That  was  the  case  of 
the  bank;  it  was  a  Government  instrument, 
and  on  the  assumption  that  you  have  got  % 
road  by  authority  of  the  General  Government, 
then  it  is  aboxe  the  authority  of  the  States  to 
tax.  If  so,  then  this  provision  is  proper.  If 
that  is  the  ground,  it  certainly  cannot  be  taxed 
upon  the  general  doctrine  that  it  is  an  agent 
01  the  Governmei^t;  and  unless  you  give  the 
State  permission,  it  certainly  stands  above  the 
authority  of  the  States. 

Mr.  FRELINGH  UYSEN.  Does  my  friend 
think  that  if  a  bridge  company  was  authorized 
to  build  a  bridge  across  a  river  by  the  United 
States  that  would  be  an  instrumentality  of  the 
Government,  like  the  United  States  Bank? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  think  not, 
because  there  is  a  permission  to  allow  the 
exercise  of  an  authority  by  the  States.  There 
a  different  principle  comes  in  altogether.  That 
is  simply  a  permission  to  regulate  commerce 
between  the  States.  The  Government  do  not 
charter  in  t^at  case. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  If  we  have  a  quorum, 
which  I  doubt  very  much,  it  cannot  survive 
this  debate  more  than  ten  or  fifteen  minutes. 
I  move  that  we  adjourn.  ["No!"  **Nol" 
**  Pass  the  bill  I'']  We  cannot  pass  the  bill, 
it  seems;  Senators  would  rather  talk  than 
pa«s  the  bill. 

Several  Senators.    Let  us  vgte. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  will  withdraw  the 
motion  if  we  can  have  a  vote. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  [Mr.  Thurman]  to  the  amendment  made 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 


Mr.  GASSERLY.  There  has  been  to  much 
discussion  since  that  ainendment  was  offered 
that  I  should  like  to  have  it  read. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Secre- 
tary will  report  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
read. 

Mr.  C  ASSERLY.  When  the  vote  was  taken 
on  the  amendment  as  it  was  adopted  in  com- 
mittee, there  was  a  good  deal  of  confusion  and 
conversation  going  on  about  me  which  pre- 
vented me  from  fully  understanding  the  objec- 
tion which  was  urged  to  the  amendment  as  it 
then  stood  by  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey, 
[Mr.  Stocktok.]  There  is  now  no  doubt  in 
my  mind  that  the  amendment  involves  very 
distinctly  an  assumption  to  which,  for  one,  I 
never  6an  agree.  It  involves  the  assumption 
of  a  right  in  Congress  to  regulate  the  State 
power  of  taxation  over  the  property  of  rail- 
roads. I  will  state  in  three  or  four  words  pre- 
cisely what  I  suppose  to  be  the  true  view  of 
this  question. 

A  railroad  is  not  an  instrumentality  of  Gov- 
ernment any  more  than  a  ship  is. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  my  friend  whether 
the  ships  of  this  Government  are  subject  to 
taxation  by  the  States  in  which  they  may  hap- 
pen to  be  found  ? 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  No,  because  a  Govern- 
ment ship  is  a  means  of  government ;  it  is 
property  of  the  Government  and  cannot  be 
taxed.  A  private  ship,  a  merchant  ship,  is  a 
conveyance  of  commerce;  it  is  not  an  instru- 
ment of  commerce.  If  it  were  like  a  bill  of 
lading  (and  that  is  the  distinction)  it  would 
not  be  the  subject  of  taxation  by  a  State. 
Now,  sir,  a  bill  of  lading  cannot  be  taxed  by 
a  State  for  the  reason  that  being  an  instru- 
ment of  commerce  it  falls  within  the  power  of 
Congress  to  regulate  commerce,  but  the  freight 
which  is  the  subject  of  that  bill  can  be  taxed; 
the  ship  that  carries  it  can  be  taxed.  Thus 
though  you  cannot  tax  the  instrument  of  com- 
merce, you  can  tax  the  merchandise  which  is 
the  subject  of  the  commerce,  and  the  ship 
which  is  the  conveyance  of  the  commerce. 
Upon  these  grounds  I  have  not  any  doubt 
left  in  my  mind  now  as  to  what  the  state  of  the 
law  is  on  this  question.  I  am  not  willing 
to  vote  for  an  amendment  which  involves  a 
presumption  that  would  be  destructive  of  the 
wbo'e  taxing  power  of  the  States  over  the 
subject.  It  limits  the  State's  taxing  power; 
and  if  Congress  can  limit  the  power  it  can 
destroy  it. 

This  discussion  has  come  on,  I  know,  at.  a 
late  period  of  this  whole  debate.  It  has  been 
conducted,  however,  in  such  a  manner  and 
with  so  much  ability  that,  for  one,  I  feel  as  if 
the  time  had  been  extremely  well  spent.  With 
the  lights  now  before  me  I  shall  be  obliged  to 
vote  against  this  amendment  on  the  ground 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  state. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Mr.  President,  this  is  a 
singular  spectacle  which  we  have  here.  We 
have  this  amendment  opposed  by  the  Senator 
from  Indiana  who  says  that  the  States  have  no 
power  to  tax  this  railroad.  We  have  it  op- 
posed by  my  friend  on  the  left  for  fear  that  it 
implies  that  the  States  have  not  the  power  to 
tax.  Now,  what  is  the  common  sense  of  this 
amendment  ?  Does  this  amendment  aver  that 
the  State  has  no  such  power?  Nobody  can 
say  that.  It  simply  says  that  nothing  in  this 
act  shall  be  construed  to  deny  the  power  of 
the  State  to  tax. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  ask  my  friend  whether 
it  does  not  so  state  with  a  limitation  that  the 
tax  shall  go  to  such  an  extent,  and  no 
further? 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Undoubtedly. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  In  other  words,  does 
not  that  limitation  involve  the  right  whoHy  to 
deny  the  taxing  power?  Does  not  Congress 
undertake  on  that  point  to  make  a  constitution 
for  the  SUte? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Undoubtedly  it  does  say 
that  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to 
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deny  the  right  of  the  State  to  tax  to  an  extent 
not  greater  than  the  average  tax  upon  other 
property  in  the  State.  What  is  that?  Is  that 
an  averment  on  oar  part  that  the  Slate  has  no 
such  power  unless  we  ^rant  it  to  it?  Not  at 
all.  All  that  it  is  is  simply  this :  that  if  the 
State  has  not  that  power  without  our  permis- 
sion, we  give  the  permission ;  we  do  not  say 
whether  it  has  the  power  or  has  not  the  power ; 
bat  if  it  has  not  the  power  we  give  it  to  remove 
all  (rouble  on  the  subject.  That  is  all  there 
is  of  it.  It  does  not  affirm  that  the  State  has 
not  the  power;  it  conveys  no  implication  that 
the  Stat»  has  not  the  power,  but  it  simply  says 
this :  that  if  the  same  law  is  applicable  to  a 
railroad  chartered  by  Congress  that  is  appli- 
cable to  a  bank  chartered  by  Congress,  that  is 
applicable  to  the  ships  owned  by  Congress, 
that  is  applicable  to  the  bonds  issued  by  Con- 
gress, that  is  applicable  to  the  national  banks 
created  by  Congress;  if  there  ia  the  same 
reason  in  regard  to  a  railroad  that  there  is  in 
regard  to  them,  and  therefore  the  same  law; 
if  that  is  the  case,  then  we  assert  that  the 
State  may  tax  the  railroad  property.  We  do 
not  undertake  to  decide  the  question  one  way 
or  the  other. 

I  believe  the  State  will  have  the  rightto  tax, 
and  1  believe  it  for  a  very  good  reason,  which 
I  have  stated,  and  which  I  am  not  going  to 
argue,  that  Congress  has  no  power  to  charter 
this  company  for  the  purpose  of  making  this 
road  through  States  without  their  consent.  I 
believe  that,  but  J  do  say,  and  I  defy  any  man 
in  the  Senate  to  maintain  the  contrary,  that 
the  argument  is  stronger  for  exempting  a  rail- 
road company  chartered  by  Congress  from 
taxation  by  the  State,  if  Congress  has  the 
power  to  grant  that  charter,  than  it  ever  has 
oeen  for  any  exemption  from  State  taxation 
which  has  been  pronounced  by  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States. 

If  we  have  aright  to  make  this  as  a  military 
road  ;  if  we  have  a  right  to  make  it  in  order 
that  our  troops  may  go  over  it  to  suppress  in- 
surrection ;  if  we  have  a  right  to  make  it  that 
our  mails  may  be  carried  over  itj  if  we  have  a 
right  to  make  it  in  order  that  the  commerce  of 
the  country  may  go  over  it ;  if  it  is  a  necessary 
instrumentality  for  the  execution  of  powers 
vested  in  Congress  and  in  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  then  I 
do  say,  that  if  that  is  its  status,  the  argument 
in  favor  of  exempting  it  from  State  taxation  is 
stronger  than  it  ever  nas  been  in  any  case  that 
ever  came  before  the  Supreme  Court.  My  own 
opinion  has  been  always  that  those  decisions 
were  wrons.  I  believed  from  the  first  case, 
the  case  of  Weston  t».  The  City  of  Charles- 
ton, in  which  it  was  decided  that  the  bonds 
of  the  United  States  were  not  taxable,  that 
those  decisions  of  the  Supreme  Court  were 
wrong. 

They  went  upon  a  ground  that  seemed  to  me 
utterly  untenable.  They  rested  on  the  ground 
that  if  the  State  'could  tax  the  obligation  of 
the  General  Government,  it  might  tax  it  oat 
of  existence,  tax  the  power  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  borrow  money  out  of  existence.  It 
attributed  to  the  State  a  determination  or  a 
possibility  of  its  exercising  its  taxing  power 
so  as  to  deprive  the  General  Government  of  a 
faculty  that  belongs  to  it  by  the  Constitution  ; 
and  yet  this  very  court  that  decided  that  thing 
allows  us  to  tax  a  State  government  on  its 
bonds  as  if  the  State  government  had  not  the 
right  to  borrow  money  as  well  as  the  Federal 
Government;  but  you  never  hear  one  word 
said  in  reference  to  such  a  tax  as  that,  though 
if  that  is  the  case  the  Federal  Government 
may  deprive  the  States  of  the  power  to  borrow 
money. 

Nay,  more  than  that.  They  have  sustained 
a  law  of  Congress  that  taxed  the  State  banks 
out  of  existence,  although  that  law  was  passed 
avowedly  to  tax  them  out  of  existence,  pro- 
fessedly to  tax  them  out  of  existence,  although 
its  effect  was  inevitable  that  it  must  tax  them 
out  of  existence,  a  tax  that  no  banking  interest 


in  the  world  could  bear.  Though  the  purpose 
to  tax  them  out  of  existence  was  openly  and 
distinctly  avowed,  the  Supreme  Court  has  sus- 
tained that  law,  and  sustained  it  on  the  ground 
that  Congress  had  a  right  to  tax  them  out  of 
existence,  expressly  on  that  ground  that  it  had 
a  right  to  tax  them  out  of  existence. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  on  the  ground,  too, 
that  they  were  not  organized  to  carry  on  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  State,  but  merely  pri- 
vate corporations  for  private  purposes  like  a 
manufacturing  company. 

Mr.  THUHM  AN.  If  that  were  so,  will  any 
man  get  up  and  say  that  Congress  has  a  right 
to  tax  the  manufacturing  companies  of  the 
country  out  of  existence?  Has  it  a  right  to 
tax  the  mechanics  of  the  country,  the  mer- 
chants of  the  country,  the  lawyers,  and  doc- 
tors, and  everybody  out  of  the  employment 
by  which  they  earn  bread? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Have  we  not  a  constitu- 
tional right  to  do  so  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.     I  say  we  have  not. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Who  shall  judge  of  the 
limits  to  which  we  shall  go? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  is  too  large  a  sub- 
ject; I  will  not- go  into  that.  I  am  now  giv- 
ing my  own  views.  It  is,  perhaps,  audacious 
to  do  it  after  a  thing  has  been  settled  so  long[ ; 
but,  in  view  of  this  fact,  who  can  say  that  this 
is  a  question  that  is  settled?  It  has  not  been 
brought  up  yet  into  the  Supreme  Court  for  its 
decision,  and  I  say,  therefore,  it  is  the  part 
of  wisdom  while  we  have  this  before  us  to 
give  our  assent,  that  we  do  not  thereby  imply 
at  all  any  opinion  upon  the  subject  whether 
the  State  would  have  the  right  to  tax  without 
that  permission  or  not. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  aaes- 
tion  is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio  to  the  amendment  of  the  committee. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.    The  ques 
tion  recurs  on  concurring  in  the  amendment 
made  as  in  Committee  oi  the  Whole,  as  mod- 
ified on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio. 

Mr.. EDMUNDS.  Upon  that  I  ask  for  the 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  17,  nays  20 ;  as  follows : 

YBAS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard,  Blair.  Oarpeo- 
ter,  Corbett,  Cragin,  Edmunds,  Ferry  of  Michigan. 
Goldthwaite.  Hamlin,  Harlan,  Howe,  Johnston, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Saulsbury.  Tharman,  and  Tip- 
ton—17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Boreman,  Caldwell,  Cameron,  Cas- 
serly,  Conklinv,  Cooper.  Frelinghnysen,  Uill,  Kei- 
lo^B,  Kelly.  Logan,  Odborn,  Pomeroy.  Robertson. 
Sawyer,  Soott,  Spencer,  Stewart,  Stockton,  and 
West— 20. 

ABSENT  —  Messrs.  Alcorn,  Ames,  Brownlow, 
Buckingham,  Chandler,  Clayton.  Cole,  Davis  of 
Kentucky,  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Fenton,  Ferry 
of  Conneotiout.  Flanagan.  Oilbert,  Hamilton  of 
Maryland.  Hamilton  of  Texas.  Hitohoook,  Lewis, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Norwood,  Nye,  Pat- 
terson. Pool,  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Rice,  Sohnrs,  Sherman, 
Spragae,  Stevenson,  Sumner,  Trumbull,  Viokers, 
Wilson,  Windom.  and  Wright-S6. 

So  the  amendment  was  non-concurred  in. 

Mr.  THURMAN,  (at  seven  o'clock  and  ten 
minutes  p.  m.)  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  8C01T,  and  others.  No,  no;  let  us 
pass  the  bill. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Ohio  moves  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  now  renew  the  amendment 
that  I  offered  before,  to  insert  as  an  additional 
section  the  following: 

That  the  time  for  the  completion  of  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacifle  railroad,  as  prescribed  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress of  July  27,  1866,  is  hereby  extended  three 
years;  and  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 

Eany  shall  not  l>e  required  to  construct  its  road 
eyond  the  town  of  Vinita,  in  the  Indian  territory, 
at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles  per  year:  Provided,  That 
the  entire  road  shall  be  completed  through  to  the 
Pacific  coast  within  the  period  prescribed  by  law. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  an  amendment 
too  important  to  be  voted  upon  in  silence.     I  I 


should  like  to  have  the  Senator  from  Miaonn 
explain  to  us  follj  what  it  means. 

Several  Senators.     Let  us  vote  it  down. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     If  the  Senators  will  be 

food  enough  to  be  quiet  while  I  hmve  the  floor, 
shall  be  very  much  obliged  to  ihein.  It  i 
quite  inconvenient)  even  as  strong  aamj  vote- 
is  and  as  fond  as  I  am  of  speaking,  to  haf« 
four  or  five  gentlemen  addreasing  the  Chair 
and  me  at  the  same  time  that  I  am  speaking. 
If  it  is  disagreeable  to  any  geotlemaD  to  hear 
me,  the  law  gives  him  the  privilege  to  redrp. 
but  it  does  not  |^ve  him  the  privilege  to  make 
his  disagreeabihty  known  to  me  here.  [La(^[h- 
ter.] 

If  Senators  are  extremely  anxiooa  to  hurry 
on  this  bill,  I  will  make  some  observations  us 
this  amendment  myself  withoat  knowing  mucli 
about  it ;  but  as  I  did  not  rise  for  the  parpote 
of  prolonging  the  discussion,  but  only  for  the 
purpose,  if  we  are  to  do  business  at  all,  that 
we  should  do  it  as  Senators  having  some  re- 
sponsibility to  our  constitnents,  I  think  ii 
right  and  fair,  if  it  is  fit  to  stay  hez«  to  pass 
this  bill,  to  consider  fairly  and  have  fairly  ex- 
plained any  amendment  that  a  Senator  on  hit 
responsibility  offers. 

The  Senator  from  Missouri  offers  an  amend- 
ment which  ia  thought  to  be  imponanL  h 
relates  to  some  other  road.  My  impressoo  sa 
against  it.  Perhaps  if  I  should  know  what  his 
grounds  are  for  proposing  it  npon  this  bill  1 
should  be  for  it.  He  proposes  it  in  eanie«i,  1 
suppose,  and  if  so,  he  must  have  some  reason 
that  is  satisfactory  to  himself  for  proposing  i:. 
Therefore  1  ask  him  to  give  us  the  benefit  of 
his  knowledge  before  he  asks  ns  to  vote,  if  he 
offers  the  amendment  in  serious  earnest. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  This  amendment  is  by  no 
means  so  difficult  to  understand.  The  lan- 
guage of  it  is  very  plain.  It  simply  asks  Cos- 
gress  to  give  this  railroad  company  three  yean 
longer  to  build  its  road. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Where  is  that  railKMd? 
What  railroad  is  it?    Where  does  it  lie? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  The  amendment  disdoeuj 
states  what  railroad  it  is. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  amendment  states 
that  it  is  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific.  What  I 
wish  to  know  is  where  this  road  bcq^ns  and 
where  it  ends.  The  Senator  says  it  is  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific.  Very  well.  Does  H 
begin  at  the  Atlantic  and  end  at  the  Pacific^ 
or  does  it  begin  at  the  Pacific  and  go  the  other 
way  and  come  around?  What  I  want  to  knov 
is — and  I  am  asking  in  serious  earnest,  anies 
the  Senator  regards  this  amendment  mer^r.j 
as  a  joke,  and  if  so  I  do  not  wiab  to  take  up 
time  with  it — where  this  corporation  is  loeatcd. 
where  its  line  is  located,  and  what  are  tM 
grounds  upon  which  we  are  aaked  to  extend 
this  time? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  can  hardly  think  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  Senator  from  Vermont  does  bos 
know  where  this  railroad  is  to  be  constructed. 
I  know  that  he  is  a  very  intelligent  Senator : 
and  this  matter  has  been  before  Congress 
heretofore,  and  I  believe  almost  every  Senator 
is  acquainted  with  it.  That  Senator  most  be 
the  only  one  who  does  not  know  where  this 
railroad  is  to  be  constructed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  assure  the  Senator  I 
do  not  know  where  it  is ;  but  of  coarse  I  have 
no  right  to  insist  on  his  telling  me.  I  caa 
only  say  if  he  does  not  choose  to  inform  sse. 
then  of  course  I  shall  know  how  to  vote  ;  that 
is,  not  to  YOto  for  a  thing  that  I  do  not  under 
stand. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  have  no  objection  to  inform- 
ing the  Senator,  and  I  was  about  to  do  ao  wkes 
the  Senator  interrupted  me. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  beg  the  Senator* spardoa. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  This  railroad  is  to  be  cos^ 
structed  over  the  thirty-fifth  parallel  from  tbt 
western  border  of  the  Stato  of  Missouri  to 
California. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  How  near  wUl  it  beto 
this  road  under  consideration? 

Mr.  BLAIR.    Three  degree  s  of  ladtade&r 
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a  portion  of  the  line.  I  suppose  a  great  many 
persons  who  are  acquainted  with  the  line  of 
this  road  know  it  to  he  about  the  best  line 
across  the  continent.  The  reason  which  I 
intended  to  offer  to  the  Senate  for  the  indul- 
gence asked  for  by  this  railroad  company  is 
the  fact  that  this  road  runs  through  what  is 
kiiQwn  as  the  Indian  territory,  from  the  south- 
western corner  of  the  State  of  Missouri  in  the 
direction  of  New  Mexico.  All  white  persons 
are  at  preseut  prohibited  from  entering  that 
territory  for  the  purpose  of  residing  there  and 
making  improvements^  and  consequently  it 
msikes  it  much  more  difficult  for  the  company 
to  construct  the  road  there  than  it  would 
otherwise  be.  Hence  they  simply  ask  an  ex- 
tension of  the  time  for  the  completion  of  this 
road  for  three  years.  I  believe  there  is  nothing 
unreasonable  in  this  request,  and  I  am  sure  it 
would  be  a  very  good  thing  if  the  Senate 
would  agree  to  the  extension  of  time  asked 
for. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  wish  to  force 
a  discussion  on  an  unwilling  people,  as  was 
said  about  a  constitution  under  Buchanan ; 
but  1  want  to  say  a  word  in  regard  to  tliis 
proposition.  If  I  understand  it,  it  is  a  sep- 
arate bill,  Senate  bill  No.  896,  which  I  sup- 
posed was  to  be  taken  up  at  some  time  on  the 
motion  of  the  Pacific  Railroad  Committee. 
When  it  is  taken  up  I  should  like  to  say  some- 
thiog  about  it,  and  I  have  two  amendments 
which  I  should  like  to  offer.  My  friend  [Mr. 
Howe]  suggests  that  this  is  a  good  time  to 
offer  them.  X  am  afraid  it  is  not ;  but  I  think 
it  a  good  time,  whenever  this  amendment 
shall  be  considered,  to  ascertain  just  what  it 
contemplates  and  what  effect  it  will  have  in 
reference  to  Indian  lands. 

I  have  before  me  the  original  charter  which 
it  is  going  to  extend,  and  some  other  liEUSts 
about  it.  I  do  not  think  this  is  the  time  to 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  those  facts. 
Therefore  I  hope  this  amendment  will  be  voted 
down,  and  when  the  proposition  comes  to  be 
considered  by  itself,  if  it  ever  shall,  we  shall 
have  an  opportunity  to  amend  it,  and  to  under- 
stand precisely  how  much  further  we  are  to  go 
in  entering  into  covenants  to  extinguish  iu- 
dian  titles  or  trample  out  Indians.  That  is  one 
aspect  I  should  like  to  have  understood 

Mr.  BLAIR.  There  is  nothing  said  in  this 
amendment  about  extinguishing  Indian  titles 
or  trampling  out  Indians. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  No,  Mr.  President,  there 

is  not ;  but  it  refers  to  an  act  in  which  this  is 

said: 

*'  Tho  United  States  shall  ejctin^uish  as  rapidly  as 
may  be  oonsistent  with  publio  policy  and  the  welfare 
of  the  Indians,  and  only  by  their  volantarv  cession, 
the  Indian  title  to  all  lands  falling  ander  the  opera- 
tion of  this  act,  and  acquired  in  the  donation  to  the 
road  named  iu  the  acL 

Mr.  BLAIR.  And  because  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  has  chosen  to  pass  a  law 
that  the  Indian  title  shall  be  extinguished 
hereafter  at  suitable  times,  therefore  this 
amendment,  which  has  no  allusion  to  Indian 
titles  nor  to  the  trampling  out  of  Indians,  is  to 
be  objected  to  on  the  ground  of  some  former 
act.  I  cannot  for  the  life  of  me  see  that  it  has 
any  sort  of  connection  with  the  subject.  Jf 
the  Senator  does,  he  can  see  deeper  into  it 
than  I  can. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  only  reason  my  friend 
cannot  see  it,  perhaps,  is  that  he  is  a  little  fast 
and  a  little  eager.  Let  us  see  about  this.  We 
have  made  one  bargain,  as  I  will  c^U  it,  with 
these  people,  in  which  we  undertook  to  extin- 
guish IncUan  titles.  Now  they  come  in  here 
with  a  bill  in  which  they  propose  that  we  shall 
allow  them  to  proceed  with  an  entirely  differ- 
ent rate  of  speed  in  constructing  their  road, 
having  an  entirely  different  length  of  time  to 
operate  in,  and  that  meanwhile  we  shall  make 
a  new  bargain  with  them  by  extending  this 
charter,  under  which  we  shall  be  compelled  to 
go  on  under  the  new  circumstances,  for  the 
new  length  of  time,  and  under  the  new  rule  of 
construction,  and  extinguish  all  these  Indian 


titles.     Before  that  is  done  I  want  to  know  a 
little  something  about  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  am  very  much  surprised 
at  the  speech  of  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York.  This  amendment  proposes  to  do 
for  one  of  these  great  through  lines  precisely 
what  the  pending  bill  proposes  to  do  for 
another.  If  they  are  rival  lines,  as  I  under- 
stand them  to  be,  and  any  member  of  this 
body  were  disposed  to  take  sides  in  favor  of 
the  one  against  the  other,  then  I  could  under- 
stand the  temper  of  the  speech ;  but  I  could 
not  attribute  to  the  honorable  Senator  from 
New  York  any  such  promptings,  and  hence  I 
repeat  I  am  surprised  at  the  character  of  the 
speech. 

The  pending  bill  proposes  to  grant  to  the 
Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company  one 
more  year;  that  is,  two  years  from  the  date 
of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  in  which  to  begin 
the  road,  under  the  old  law  passed  the  8d 
of  last  March  they  were  directed  to  begin 
within  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  passage 
of  that  law.  The  old  law  requires  the  Texas 
and  Pacific  company  to  build  its  road  from  San 
Diego  eastward  at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles  a  year. 
The  pending  bill  modifies  that  provision  and 
permits  them  to  build  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five 
miles  a  year. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Missouri  pro- 
poses an  amendment  to  that  bill  to  extend  the 
time  for  the  completion  of  another  of  these 
rival  through  roads,  and  to  say  in  connection 
with  that  proposition  that  that  company  shall 
not  be  compelled  to  build  its  road  through  the 
Indian  territory  at  the  rate  of  fifty  miles  ^®ftr. 
That  is  all  there  is  in  the  amendment.  There 
may  be  much  more  in  the  law  chartering  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  as 
there  is  much  more  in  the  law  chartering  the 
Texas  and  Pacific  Railroad  Company;  but 
there  is  nothing  in  the  proposed  amendment 
but  to  extend  the  time  for  the  completion  of 
the  whole  line  and  to  permit  the  company  to 
build  their  road  through  the  Indian  territory 
at  a  less  rate  of  speed  than  fifty  miles  a  year. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  there  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Is  there  anything  in  the 
pending  bill,  or  in  the  charter  to  which  that 
bill  is  an  amendment,  extinguishing  Indian 
title? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  In  the  charter  to  which 
this  is  proposed  to  be  an  amendment  there  is 
precisely  the  same  provision  in  relation  to  the 
extinguishment  of  Indian  titles  that  you  will 
find  iu  the  charter  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific 
Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  honorable  Senator 
may  not  understand  my  question.  Does  he 
mean  us  to  understand  that  the  present  road 
as  to  which  we  have  been  talking  during  the 
day  runs  through  Indian  territory? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Much  more  Indian  terri- 
tory than  the  other.  It  runs  through  New 
Mexico  and  Arizona. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  But  through  the  Indian 
reserves  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN,  llirough  all  the  Indian 
reserves  that  may  be  on  the 'line  of  their  road. 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Are  there  any  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Well,  the  road  is  not 
located  yet. 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  There  are  none  of  them 
on  the  line  of  the  road. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Where  is  the  line  of  the 
road  ? 

Mr.  KELLOGG.  There  are  none  within  a 
hundred  miles. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Let  us  not  get  into  any 
fog  on  this  subject.  The  language  in  the  char- 
ter of  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany is  preciselv  the  same,  word  for  word, 
that  you  will  fi  a  in  the  charter  of  the  North 
Pacific  Railroad  Company,  and  the  same  pro- 
vision is  transferred  to  the  Texas  Pacific  Rail- 
road Company. 

Mr.  SCOTT.     I  think  the  Senator  is  mis- 


taken in  regard  to  any  obligation  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  to  extinguish  Indian  titles 
in  the  Texas  Pacific  charter.  I  have  looked 
through  it.     I  may  be  mistaken. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  am  told  there  is  no 
such  thing.  * 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  think  I  am  not  mistaken. 
I  remember  the  discussion  of  the  subject  very 
distinctly  in  committee  when  the  bill  was  pend* 
ing.  And  what  is  therein  the  one  or  the  other 
that  is  objectionable?  Whether  the  law  as  it 
exists  is  right  or  not  is  not  the  question  now 
pending.  The  question  is,  whether  you  will 
permit  one  of  these  companies  to  protract  the 
time  for  the  general  completion  of  its  line  and 
refuse  the  same  thing  to  the  other  company. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  May  I  ask  the  Senator 
whether  it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  Con- 
gress that  there  should  be  four  Pacific  railroads 
instead  of  three?  I  always  had  the  impression 
that  we  had  only  intended  to  have  three  great 
cross  lines. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  ay  be  so  ;  but  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  charter  was  passed  in  1866, 
and  the  other  in  1871.  If  faith  was  broken 
with  the  country  or  anybody  else,  it  must  have 
been  in  passing  the  Texas  Pacific  railroad  bill. 
If  it  was  the  original  intention  to  have  bat 
three,  you  had  the  three  in  advance  of  that. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Was  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific,  when  we  passed  this  last  charter,  still 
lawfully  entitled,  according  to  its  charter,  to 
proceed,  or  had  it  forfeited  its  rights  by  expir- 
ation of  time  or  anvthing  of  that  sort? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Not  at  all ;  it  had  the  same 
length  of  time  with  the  Northern  Pacific. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  was  under  a  mis- 
apprehension when  I  voted  for  the  other. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  It  had  ten  years  from  the 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  MORTON.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  make  a  remark  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.    Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  MORTON.  This  amendment  is  simply 
an  independent  bill  presented  here  as  an 
amendment  It  has  never  been  reported  by 
any  committee.  It  may  be  all  right.  I  am 
prepared  to  consider  it  as  an  independent 
proposition,  but  I  hope  the  attempt  will  not 
be  made  to  put  it  on  tnis  bill  here  to-night. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  chairman  of  the 
committee,  I  think,  told  us  when  the  amend- 
ment was  offered  4)efore,  that  it  had  been 
reported. 

Mr.  MORTON.  It  does  not  appear  to  be, 
on  its  face. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  only  take  the  word  qf 
the  chairman. 

Mr.  STEWART.  It  has  been  reported  by 
the  committee. 

Mr.  MORTON.  At  any  rate,  it  is  a  sep- 
arate proposition,  and  I  hope  it  will  be  allowed 
to  stand  on  its  own  merits.  I  shall  be  pre- 
pared to  consider  it  kindly  whenever  it  comes 
up,  but  I  hope  the  passage  of  this  bill  at  this 
late  hour  will  not  be  deferred  by  attempting  to 
put  on  this  amendment. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Well,  Mr.  President,  I 
differ  in  judgment  with  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Indiana,  and  I  hope  the  very  reverse. 
These  are  rival  roads.  Xou  propose  by  the 
pending  bill  to  grant  favors  to  one,  and  I  trust 
will  not  refuse  them  to  the  other.  Both  of 
them  by  the  terms  of  their  charters  are  required 
to  build  long  lines  of  road  through  a  difficult 
country,  with  the  slight  aid  they  may  derive 
from  the  grants  of  land  that  have  heretofore 
been  made.  One  of  these  companies  has  ex* 
pended  many  millions  of  dollars  in  the  prose- 
cution of  the  work ;  the  other  one  has  ex- 
pended no  money  at  all  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  work.  For  the  one  that  has  expended  no 
money  and  that  has  not  built  one  mile  of  road 
the  Senate  takes  time,  in  the  midst  of  its  im- 
portant labors,  to  spend  two  days  to  grant  it 
favors,  to  extend  the  time  in  which  it  ma^ 
begin  its  road,  to  limit  the  number  of  miles  it 
may  complete  during  each  year,  and  to  release 
it  from  other  onerous  obligations,  considered 
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in  the  light  in  which  the  members  of  that  com- 
pany consider  them ;  and  when  a  proposition 
18  made  to  grant  the  same  kind  of  favor  as  to 
extension  of  time  and  rate  of  speed  of  com- 
pletion to  the  other  road,  we  are  told  that  it 
18  afl  entirely  new  proposition  and  oaffht  to 
stand  on  its  own  merits,  when  certainly  no 
member  of  this  body  can  be  ignorant  of  the 
fact  that  one  of  these  companies  desires  to 
cut  the  other  out. 

I  had  hoped  not  to  be  compelled  to  go  into 
this  subject  at  length.  I  had  supposed  that 
the  reasonableness  of  the  proposition  was  so 
perfectly  obvious  to  every  one  that  it  would 
not  encounter  a  single  opposing  vote.  I  had 
supposed  that  every  member  of  this  body  would 
be  willing  to  grant  the  same  kind  of  terms  pre- 
cisely to  one  of  these  three  companies  that 
have  been  granted  to  each  of  the  others,  or 
which  any  member  of  this  body  requests  to 
have  granted  to  either  of  the  others. 

Now,  as  to  the  objection  suggested  by  the 
honorable  Senator  from  New  York,  that  the 
original  charter  provides  that  Congress  shall, 
as  soon  as  the  public  necessity  may  justify  it, 
with  the  consent  of  the  Indians,  extinguish 
the  Indian  title  to  lands  over  which  the  line 
of  road  may  lie,  I  apprehend  the  passage  of 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Missouri  will  not  impose  on  the 
Government  any  stronger  obligation  to  extin- 
ffuish  the  Indian  title  than  already  exists. 
There  is  not  one  word  or  syllable  in  the  amend- 
ment that  makes  any  such  suggestion.  It  is 
dear,  therefore,  I  think,  that  there  is  nothing 
in  that  objection  which  ought  to  influence  the 
vote  of  a  single  member  of  this  body. 

There  are  reasons  connected  with  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Indians  why  this  amendment  should 
be  adopted.  This  road  has  been  built  across 
the  western  part  of  Missouri,  and  has  extended 
into  the  Indian  territory  about  forty  miles. 
Its  present  terminus  is  within  the  limits,  I  be- 
lieve, of  the  lands  owned  by  the  Cherokee 
Indians — Indians  who  are  tolerably  well  civil- 
ized, who  can  take  care  of  themselves,  perhaps, 
as  well  in  contact  with  civilized  society  as  any 
tribe  of  Indians  in  that  territory.  Lying  im- 
mediately west  of  this,  and  on  the  line  of  the 
road,  the  Government  has  located  a  great 
many  thousands  of  Indians,  collected  from  the 
plains,  the  Kiowas  and  Comanches  and  Arra- 
pahoes,  and  some  other  of  the  wild  tribes. 
Every  one  conversant  with  the  subject  will 
perceive,  as  soon  as  it  is  suggested,  that  if 
you  compel  this  company  to  build  their  road 
through  the  lands  now  being  but  recently 
occupied  by  these  comparatively  wild  Indians, 
you  bring  them  into  contact  with  the  very 
worst  population  that  ever  hovers  on  a  fron- 
tier, lou  render  it  next  to  impossible  to 
locate  them  and  start  them  off  in  civilized 
pursuits.  I  have  a  letter  in  my  desk  from  the 
Attorney  General  of  the  United  States  saying 
that  since  the  construction  of  the  road  from 
Kansas  down  through  the  Indian  country 
toward  Fort  Gibson,  the  crimes  that  have  been 
committed  in  that  territory  have  been  au^ 
mented  many  fold,  and  that  it  will  cost  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  prosecute  those  crimes  during  the 
current  fiscal  year  not  less  than  $100,000  in 
excess  of  that  which  these  suits  have  cost  the 
Government  in  preceding  years. 

When  this  is  the  case,  why  should  you  com- 
pel this  company  to  build  its  road  through  the 
territory  of  Indians  less  settled,  less  civilized, 
than  are  the  Cherokees  yid  the  Choctaws 
and  the  Chickasaws  ?  If  they  do  not  wish  to 
do  so,  why  not  allow  them  to  linger?  Why 
not  allow  them  to  suspend  the  work  in  the 
Indian  territory  if  they  are  willing  to  do 
so  ?  All  that  the  amendment  proposes  is  not 
to  compel  them  to  build  that  road  through 
the  country  of  these  Indians  at  the  rate  of 
fifty  miles  a  year.  Any  one  who  has  the  wel- 
fare of  the  Indians  at  heart,  as  it  seems  to  me, 
would  be  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

It  is  true  in  connection  with  that  proposi- 
tion is  the  further  proposition  that  the  total 


length  of  time  in  which  the  entire  line  may  be 
built  shall  be  extended  three  years.  There  is 
nothing  unjust  in  this,  unless  you  desire  to 

Funish  that  company  for  some  reason  of  which 
have  not  been  informed.  If  for  good  public 
reasons,  connected  with  the  civilization  of  these 
^ards  of  the  Government,  it  is  desirable  that 
the  construction  of  that  road  should  not  be 
pushed  forward  more  rapidly  than  the  wants 
of  commerce  reqnire,  then  why  not  grant  them 
the  only  additional  request  they  make,  that 
the  total  period  of  time  in  which  they  may 
complete  their  road  shall  be  extended,  so  that 
they  shall  not  lose  the  right  to  build,  shall  not 
lose  their  franchise  by  making  the  delay  which 
the  policy  of  the  Government  demands.  Un- 
less it  is  desirable  to  hasten  these  railroads 
and  the  population  that  always  follows  new 
roads  among  these  recently  collected  Indian 
tribes,  unless  you  want  these  Indians  wiped 
out  by  this  harsh  contact  with  the  worst  class 
of  men,  then  you  ought  not  to  compel  this 
company  to  build  the  road  at  the  rate  sug- 
gested in  the  old  law. 

There  is  no  reason  of  the  stren^h  of  the  one 
I  have  named  in  favor  of  extending  the  time 
for  the  completion  of  the  Texas  and  Pacific 
railroad.  It  may  be  a  convenience  to  the  men 
who  propose  to  build  it ;  it  may  be  a  means 
of  enabling  them  to  economize  their  re- 
sources; but  there  is  no  grave  reason  con- 
nected with  the  civilization  of  a  weak  and 
dependent  people  demanding  it;  there  is  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Missouri. 

For  these  reasons,  I  had  hoped  there  would 
be  no  serious  objection  to  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment  on  the  pending  bill.  It  is  ger- 
mane. The  subjects  are  kindred.  The  thing 
proposed  in  the  body  of  the  bill  is  the  same 
in  character  precisely  that  is  proposed  in  this 
amendment.  The  one  applies  to  one  of  the 
great  through  lines  of  railroad,  and  the  other 
applies  to  its  rival. 

1  need  not  observe  to  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  that  the  construction  of  great  through 
rival  roads  would  not  be  adverse  to  the  develop- 
ment of  the  great  agricultural  and  commercial 
interests  of  this  country.  Heretofore  it  has 
been  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  foster 
the  construction  of  rival  roads ;  and  in  the 
charter  of  the  Texas  Pacific  Railroad  Com- 
pany there  is  a  provision  prohibiting  that 
company  from  consolidating  with  any  parallel 
road.  The  theory  adopted  by  Congress  was 
that  there  should  be  more  than  one  independ- 
ent line  of  railroad  across  this  continent — that 
there  should  be  competition  between  the  own- 
ers of  capital  invested  in  these  different  lines. 
If  this  is  the  policy  of  the  Government  and  in 
harmony  with  the  great  commercial  and  agri- 
cultural interests  oi  the  nation,  then  we  ought 
to  treat  these  two  railroad  companies  precisely 
alike.  We  should  not  grant  a  favor  to  the  one 
that  would  be  withheld  from  the  other,  and 
especially  when  there  are  interests  affecting 
the  civilization  of  a  weak  race  of  people  under 
our  fostering  care  which  require  the  applica- 
tion of  the  same  provision  to  the  second  road 
that  you  propose  tp  grant  to  the  first. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  If  it  is  the  de- 
sire of  the  Senate  to  adjourn  I  have  no  objec- 
tion ;  but  I  wish  to  say  a  word  or  two  on  this 
subject. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  do  not  believe  in  the 
way  this  discussion  is  going  on  that  we  shall 
get  through  this  bill  in  any  reasonable  hour 
to-night;  and  I  have  no  doubt  the  Senate,  after 
hearing  all  the  discussion  we  have  already  had, 
will  let  us  have  a  vote  on  the  bill  early  next 
week.  I  should  like  to  inquire  of  the  Chair 
what  is  assigned  for  Monday? 

Mr.  BLAIR.  If  a  vote  cannot  be  taken 
upon  this  amendment  without  a  long  discus- 
sion upon  it,  I  shall  not  press  it.  I  do  not  desire 
to  defeat  the  action  of  the  Senate  on  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Texas  Pacific  railroad  bill  by  in- 
terposing this  amendment.  I  did  not  suppose 
it  would  provoke  any  elaborate  debate.      I 


thought  the  proposition  was  ver^  aimple.  as  6 
would  commend  itself  to  the  Senate ;  but  c 
seems  gentlemen  are  desirous  to  eoflsider  it  ir 
connection  with  other  matters  that  they  pro- 
pose to  draw  into  the  debate.  i  therefor* 
withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  am  very  glmd  the  Ses 
ator  has  withdrawn  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  feel  it  to  be  1117  doty  to 
renew  the  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  S^o- 
ator  from  Iowa  renews  the  ameodmeDt  that 
was  offered  by  the  Senator  from  MiMoori. 

Several  Sbitatobs.     Let  us  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Mr.  President 

Mr.  TIPTON,  (at  seven  o'clock  and  forty 
minutes  p.  m.)  By  permission  of  the  Seoaior 
from  Iowa,  I  move  that  the  Senate  do  now 
adjourn. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.     For  the  purpose  of  test 
ing  whether  there  is  a  quorum  present,  I  afk 
for  a  division  on  that  motion.     There  is  no 
use  of  staying  here  if  we  have  not  a  qoomm. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  I  may  be  allowed 
to  make  a  statement,  I  think  it  will  not  b* 
objected  to.  Several  Senators  who  were  here 
a  moment  ago  have  gone  below  to  loneh.  I 
think.  If  the  Senator  trom  Rhode  Island  reaU? 
wants  to  know  whether  there  is  a  quorum  pres- 
ent or  not,  we  had  better  send  down  aoo  let 
them  come  in.  * 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  Then  we  had  better 
have  the  yeas  and  nays.  Mj  single  obje^  is 
to  test  whether  there  is  a  quorum  preaenu 

Mr.  SPENCER.  We  have  got  forty  thne 
or  forty-four  Senators  here. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  There  were  only  thirty- 
seven  on  the  last  vote,  and  four  have  left  suiee 
to  my  knowledge. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  And  seven  or  eight  hare 
come  in  to  my  knowledge. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  que« 
tion  is  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  iroa 
Nebraska,  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn,  oc 
which  the  Senator  from  Rhode  lalaod  calls  for 
the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  call  tb« 
roll. 

The  call  having  been  concluded,  pendisf 
the  announcement  of  the  result, 

Mr.  STEWART.  We  can  undoubtedly  fioif*k 
this  bill  on  Monday  in  a  little  while.  Suppose 
we  have  an  understanding  that  we  take  the 
vote  on  Monday  at  three  o'clock?  I  propose 
that  we  adjourn  now  and  take  the  vote  on  this 
bill  and  all  the  amendments  on  Monday  st 
three  o'clock. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Ch^lr 
cannot  entertain  the  proposition  daring  ta^ 
roll-call.     There  is  not  a  quorum  voting. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  move  a  call  of  tl>e 
Senate. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  is  not  in  order 
until  the  result  of  the  vote  is  deelared. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  ask  permission  to  say  a 
word  in  reply  to  the  chairman  of  the  Paei5c 
Railroad  Committee.  He  makes  a  proposi- 
tion to  take  up  this  bill  on  Monday.  He  will 
understand  that  the  North  Carolina  electi.a 
case  comes  up  on  Monday,  and  I  think  a  prir- 
ile^ed  question  is  a  little  ahead  of  a  raiiro^ 
bill,  and  I  shall  certainly  call  it  up.  If  tbe 
Senate  vote  me  down,  thej  have  a  right  to  so 
so ;  but  I  shall  certainly  insist  on  taking  cp 
that  case 

Mr.  CAMERON.  The  Senate  wiU  rote 
yon  down. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  That  you  have  a  right  to  do : 
but  I  give  notice  that  if  you  do  not  get  a  To:e 
on  this  bill  to -night,,  on  Monday  70U  will  hxre 
a  contest  with  the  election  case. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  hope  we  shall  stay  here 
to-night  and  finish  this  bill.  There  is  a  nry 
important  matter  set  for  Monday.  The  Ses 
ator  from  Pennsylvania  [Mr.  Scott  J  gare 
notice  that  he  would  call  up  a  very  importast 
bill  on  Monday,  which  I  hope  he  will. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICfiR.     Thr  iJhMit 
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will  remind  the  Senate  that  this  discnssion  is 
oat  of  order  pending  the  roH-call. 

Mr.  PoMEROT  and  Mr.  GaldwelI  entered 
the  Chamber  and  voted  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  I  paired  yesterday  on 
this  bill  with  the  Senator  from  Conilecticat, 
[Mr.  Ferry,]  he  saying  that  he  was  against 
the  bill  and  in  favor  of  any  amendments  that 
might  be  suggested,  and  I  being  in  favor  of 
the  bill  and  opposed  to  all  amendments  except 
those  offered  by  the  committee.  I  am  a  new 
Senator,  and  I  want  to  be  thoroughly  honor- 
able and  square  on  the  record.  If  it  is  proper 
for  me  to  vote  on  the  question  of  adjournment 
I  am  ready  to  vote. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  suggest  that  it  is  en- 
tirely proper  for  the  Senator  to  vote  on  either 
side  of  the  motion  to  adjourn,  but  if  he  votes 
on  the  side  which  he  thinks  antagonizes  the 
bill,  to  make  a  quorum,  he  is  certainly  more 
than  fair.  If  he  votes  as  he  thinks  the  Sen- 
ator from  Connecticut  would  if  he  were  here, 
he  gives  him  a  double  advantage. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK.  Then,  in  order  to  make 
a  quorum,  I  vote  *'yea.'' 

The  result  was  then  announced — ^yeas  6,  nays 
81;   as  follows: 

TEAS— Mewrs.  Bayard.  Blair.  Boreman,  Hitch- 
cock, Johoston,  and  Tipton— 6. 

NAYS— Muira.  Anthony.  Caldwell.  Cameron,  Car- 
penter, CaMerly^  Clayton,  Conkiinff,  Cooper.  Corbett, 
Ferry  of  Michigan,  Frelinghuygen,  Golathwaite. 
Harlan.  Uili,  Howe,  Kellogg.  Kelly.  Logan,  Morrill 
of  Maine,  Morton.  Osbom,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Rob- 
ertson. Sawyer,  Scott,  Spencer.  Stewart,  Stockton, 
WeRt,  and  Wright-61. 

ABSENT  —  Megsrt.  Aleom,  Ames,  BroVnIow, 
Buckingbam.  Chandler,  Cole,  Oragin,  Davis  of  Ken- 
tucky, Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Edmunds,  Fenton, 
Ferry  of  Conneotiont.  Flanagan,  Qilbert,  Hamilton 
of  Mary  land,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Lewis, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norwood,  Nye,  Patterson.  Pool, 
Pratt,  Rice.  Sanlsbury.  Schnrs,  Sherman,  Sprague. 
Stevenson,  Sumner,  Thurman,  Trumbull,  Viekers, 
Wilson,  and  Windom— 96. 

So  the  Senate  refused  to  adjourn. 

The  PRESIDING  OPFICBR.     The  ques 
tion  recurs  on  the  amendment  offered  by  the 
Senator  from  Iowa. 

Air.  HARLAN.  Mr.  President,  having 
called  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  char* 
acter  of  this  amendment  and  its  desirableness 
with  reference  to  that  branch  of  the  service 
with  which,  by  the  order  of  the  Senate,  I  have 
been  more  particularly  connected 

Mr.  STEWART.  If  the  Senator  will  yield 
to  me  for  a  moment,  1  do  not  think  we  can 
finish  this  bill  to-night,  and  after  consult- 
ing with  several  friends  of  the  bill,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  most  of  them  that  we  had  better 
adjourn. 

Mr.  SPENCER.     I  hope  not. 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  will  make  the  motion, 
and  we  can  take  a  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  We  have  just  voted  on 
that  motion. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  su^^est  to  the  Senator 
from  Nevada  not  to  do  precisely  \vhat  he  pro- 
poses, as  several  Senators  have  gone  down 
stairs  for  a  moment,  to  be  called  whenever  a 
▼ote  is  taken ;  and  if  he  is  going  to  take  the 
sense  of  the  Senate,  I  think  he  had  better 
send  down  and  let  them  know  that  a  vote  is 
to  occur  immediately.  They  have  gone  down 
to  be  gone  only  a  few  moments  to  get  a  lunch 
and  come  right  back. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Iowa  yield  to  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Nevada? 

Mr.  MORTON.  We  can  pass  the  bill  in 
half  an  hour. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  would  be  willing  to  yield 
to  whatever  I  might  believe  was  the  wish  of  a 
majority  of  the  members  of  the  Senate,  but  I 
aoi  inclined  to  think  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  would  prefer  to  sit  some 
time  longer  and  make  an  earnest  effort  to  pass 
this  bill, 

Mr.  STEWART.  I  withdraw  the  motion 
for  the  present. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  As  I  was  about  to  observe, 
I  feel  that  I  have  discharged  my  duty  in  calling 
the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  the  character  of 
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this  amendment  and  what  I  believe  would  be 
its  beneficial  effect  on  the  Indian  tribes  to 
whom  we  have  come  under  some  obligation 
to  make  provision.  I  know  of  no  public  inter- 
est that  would  suffer  b^  it  in  any  way,  and  I 
have  no  local  interest  m  favor  of  the  road  to 
which  the  amendment  refers.  I  have  no  per- 
sonal reason  for  urging  the  amendment,  and 
as  I  o1>8erved  that  one  of  the  Senators  repre- 
senting a  State  more  directly  interested  than 
any  other  State  of  the  Union  was  willing  to 
let  this  amendment  be  withdrawn  with  a  view 
of  testing  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  at  some 
other  time  and  in  some  other  way  in  relation 
to  the  propriety  of  its  adoption,  1  shall  before 
I  take  my  seat  withdraw  this  amendment; 
but  I  wish  to  say  that  I  desire  to  present  an 
amendment  of  much  more  gravity,  on  which 
I  should  be  very  glad  to  be  beard,  not  at  very 
great  length,  but  at  sufficient  length  to  pre- 
sent my  views  distinctly  to  the  Senate,  if  it 
is  the  wish  of  the  Senate  that  I  should  pro- 
ceed to-night  in  so  thin  a  Senate  as  we  now 
have,  of  course  I  shall  go  on  cheerfully. 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  Mr.  President,  to  my 
mind  and  from  my  stand-point  the  offering  of 
these  different  amendments  is  mere  opposition 
to  the  bill.  We  have  a  Northern  Pacific  rail- 
road, which  is  now  bein^  built.  We  have  a 
Central  and  Union  Pacific  railroad  that  haye 
been  buiit.  The  people  of  the  South  now  de- 
sire through  their  Representatives  and  Sen- 
ators here  to  have  a  Southern  Pacific  road.  I 
care  not  who  builds  it ;  only  I  wish  a  road 
built.  I  would  feel  under  a  personal  obliga- 
tion to  the  Senator  if  he  would  not  throw  any 
further  obstruction  in  the  way  of  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  but  would  allow  us  to  vote. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  do  not  know  what  reason 
the  honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina 
has  for  impugning  my  motives.  If  I  remem- 
ber correctly,  I  favored  the  passage  of  the 
original  bill  authorizing  the  construction  of 
this  road,  and  have  never  to  my  knowledge 
expressed  one  word  in  opposition  to  its  suc- 
cess, and  if  he  has,  from  anything  that  (  have 
said  or  done  at  any  time,  drawn  the  conclusion 
he  has  just  expressed  as  applicable  tt>  me,  I 
can  assure  that  honorable  Senator  that  he  errs 
very  greatly.  So  far  from  being  opposed  to 
the  construction  of  this  road,  I  desire  it  to  be 
constructed ;  I  desire  its  success ;  and  I  have 
suggested  no  amendment  at  any  time  that  I 
supposed  would  impede  the  construction  of 
the  road,  and  1  have  repeatedly  expressed  my 
desire  to  vote  for  an^  amendment  of  this  bill, 
or  for  any  provision  in  the  bill,  or  to  be  sug- 
gested as  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  that  would 
remove  any  obstruction  to  its  rapid  and  cer- 
tain construction.  This  is  my  candid  wish,  to 
have  that  road  built,  and  this  amendment  that 
I  now  propose  is  in  the  line  of  that  wish. 

Mr.  SPENCER.     Do  I  understand  the  Sen 
ator  from  Iowa  to  have  withdrawn  the  amend- 
ment in  regard  to  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
road? 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Yes,*  I  withdraw  that 
amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
has  so  understood  the  Senator. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  And  I  propose  to  amend 
the  bill  on  page  8,  section  three,  line  twelve, 
by  inserting,  after  the  word  *' needful,"  the 
words*' not  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  the  twentieth  section  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement."  This  may  be  accept- 
able to  the  friends  of  the  bill.  If  so,  I  have 
nothing  to  say  upon  it. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  If  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
was  present  when  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
offered  bis  amendment,  insei  ing  the  word 
^Mawful"  between  the  words  ** under"  and 
**  contracts,"  he  will  remember  the  statement 
that  was  made  with  reference  to  the  twentieth 
section.  It  was  to  meet  this  purpose,  and  it 
was  met  by  that  word  already  inserted.  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  Senator  from  Iowa  was 
in  the  Senate  when  that  amendment  was 
adopted  and  when  the  Senator  from  Vermont  i 


made  the  statement,  but  it  was  expressly  said 
that  the  amendment  was  made  for  that  purpose 
and  that  it  did  meet  the  provisions  of  that 
twentieth  section. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  amendment  can  be 
very  easily  read.  It  having  been  adopted,  it  is 
of  course  now  a  part  of  the  bill.  Let  it  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  bill  was  amended 
on  page  3,  section  three,  line  ten,  by  inserting) 
between  the  words  ^'  under  "  and  *^ contracts,"* 
the  word  ^Mawful;"  so  as  to  read,  **  under 
lawful  contracts  with  such  parties." 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  do  not  think  that  ob- 
viates the  necessity  of  my  amendment. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  The  twentieth  section  simply 
provides  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  of 
the  directors  to  make  such  and  such  contracts, 
and  by  inserting  the  word  'Mawful"  in  this 
amendment  it  does  accomplish  the  very  pur- 
pose which  the  Senator  from  Iowa  desires,  and 
his  amendment  would  be  mere  surplusage  in 
the  bill. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  great  respect  for 
the  legal  acumen  of  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania,  but  I  suppose,  if  this  bill 
should  become  a  law,  anything  which  would 
be  in  harmony  with  its  provisions  would  be 
lawful. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  do  not  ask  the  Senator  to 
take  my  opinion  upon  it.  It  was  the  opinion 
of  the  Senator  from  Vermont,  and  he  stated 
at  the  time  he  offered  it  that  he  did  it  for  that 
purpose.     The  Senator  will  remember  that. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Did  it  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  contracts  being  made  with  direct- 
ors of  the  road  ? 

Mr.  SCOTT.  Yes,  sir ;  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  so  stated. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Well,  if  that  is  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Senator,  of  course  I  shall  not 
insist  on  my  amendment;  but  it  would  not 
damage  the  bill  at  least  to  put  it  in. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  If  the  Senator  from  Iowa  has 
any  doubt  about  it,  let  me  call  his  attention 
to  the  twentieth  section.  It  is  a  prohibition 
upon  the  directors,  **  either  in  their  individual 
capacity,  or  as  members  of  an  incorporated  or 
joint  stock  company,  to  make  any  contracts 
or  agreements  with  the  said  Texas  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,"  and  declares  all  such 
contracts  unlawful.  Now,  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  amended  this  section  of  the  bill  so 
that  all  contracts  which  they  make  for  the 
construction' of  their  road  are  required  to  be 
lawful  contracts.  Here  are  contracts  which 
are  declared  unlawful,  and  here  contracts  are 
expressly  required  to  be  lawful,  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont  offered  his  amendment 
declaring  that  it  was  with  reference  to  that 
very  section.  He  had  considered  it,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  it  accomnlishes  the  purpose. 
If  the  Senator  is  satisfiea  of  that^  I  hope  he 
will  not  insist  upon  his  amendmenL 

Mr.  HARLAN.  If  the  honorable  Senator 
is  clear  on  that  point,  and  the  bill  is  passed 
with  that  understanding,  I  will  withdraw  the 
amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Theamend- 
ment  is  withdrawn. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

TEA  AND  COrt M  DUTT. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  move  that  the  Senate  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  House  bill 
No.  174,  repealing  the  duties  upon  tea  and 
coffee 

Mr.  CASSERL7.  I  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Let  the  bill  be  taken  up. 

Mr.  BLAIR.     I  do  not  want  it  taken  up. 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Not  for  Monday  ? 
'Mr.  BLAIR.     No,  not  for  any  time. 

The  yeas  and  navs  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Before  the  roll  iscalled 
I  wish  to  suggest  that  I  presume  the  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  wants  to  take  up  this  bill, 
not  that  it  may  be  acted  on  now,  but  that  we 
may  get  early  action  upon  it. 
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Mr.  SCOTT.  That  is  my  desire.  I  would 
not  ask  the  Senate  to  stay  and  act  upon  it  to- 
night, but  I  desire  that  we  may  have  action  on 
it  early. 

The  Question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resultea — yeas  22^  nays  7;  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Anthony.  Caldwell,  Carpenter, 
Glayion.  Conklin^,  Corbett.  Ferry  of  Miohi|ran, 
Frelinghuysen,  Harlan,  Hill,  Hitohoock,  Howe,  Kel- 
logg, Logan,  Pomeroy,  Ramsoy.  Robertson,  Scott, 
Spenoer,  Stewart,  West  and  Wright— 22. 

NAYs  — Messrs.  Blair,  Ctuserly,  Goldthwaite, 
Morrill  of  Maine.  Morton,  Osborn,  and  Sawyer— 7. 

ABSENT—  Messrs.  Alcorn,  Ames,  Bayard,  Bore- 
man,  Brownlow,  Buckingham,  Cameron,  Chandler. 
Cole,  Cooper.  Cragin,  Davis  of  Kentacky,  Davis  of 
West  Virginia,  Edmunds,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Connec- 
ticut, Flanagan,  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of  Maryland, 
Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Johnston.  Kelly, 
Lewis.  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Norwood,  Nyo,  Patter- 
son, Pool,  Pratt,  Rice,  Saulsbury,  Sohurs,  Sher- 
man, Sprague.  Stevenson.  Stockton,  Sumner.  Tbur- 
man.  Tipton,  Trumbull,  Vickers,  Wilson,  and  Win- 
dom— M. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  If  there  is  no  quorum  I 
wish  to  make  a  motion.  Is  there  a  deficiency 
of  a  quorum? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  is 
not  a  quorum. 

Mr.  GONELING.  Then  I  move  that  the 
absentees  be  <!alled. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  move  that  the  Senate  do 
now  adjourn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Now  let  the  absentees 
be  called 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  That  motion  is  debata- 
ble, I  believe.  I  submit  at  least  on  behalf  of 
those  who  have  staid  here  and  made  a  quorum 
to  pass  the  bill  which  has  just  been  disposed 
of,  that  it  is  rather  hard,  if  not  unreasonable, 
to  undertake  to  institute  a  proceeding  of  this 
kind  at  this  hour  of  night  on  the  mere  ques- 
tion  of  getting  up  a  bill. 

The  result  will  be  the  great  consumption  of 
time  by  which  the  officers  of  the  Senate  and 
those  of  us  who  are  here  will  be  punished  by 
detention,  while  those  who  have  gone  away 
will  not  be  punished,  because  the  worst  that 
can  happen  to  them  is  to  be  brought  back.  I 
think  it  is  very  little  encouragement  to  Sen- 
ators to  stav  here  and  dispose  of  a  bill  that  has 
dragged  as  neavily  as  the  bill  which  has  just 
passed  after  so  many  hours.  I  hope,  Mr.  Pres- 
ident, that  the  Senate  will  adjourn  and  let  us 
go  home. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  That  motion  has  just 
been  voted  down,  and  I  wish  to  say  one  word 
to  the  honorable  Senator  from  California. 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  intends  to  imply 
that  the  rest  of  us,  I,  for  example,  are  under 
obligations  to  him  for  remaining  here  to  act 
upon  the  bill ;  or  whether  if  there  be  any  ob- 
ligation, it  is  on  the  part  of  Senators  of  whom 
he  is  one  more  immediately  interested  in  that 
bill  to  the  others  who  have  staid  here.  Cer- 
tainly my  constituents  had  no  particular  inter- 
est in  that  bill,  and  I  have  not  staid  here  to 
promote  any  local  interest  in  that  regard,  and 
I  did  not  suppose  I  had  incurred  any  obliga- 
tion due  to  other  Senators  who  had  remained. 

But,  Mr.  President,  my  constituents  are 
very  largely  interested  in  the  question  of  tea 
and  coflfee,  and  the  duties  upon  tea  and  coffee ; 
and  I  do  not  think  it  is  unreasonable;  I  do 
not  think  it  would  be  even  if  certain  members 
of  the  Senate  had  not  conveniently  stepped 
out  who  were  here  when  this  motion  was 
made,  and  whose  names  do  not  appear  upon 
the  record — I  do  not  think  it  would  be  very 
unreasonable  to  make  a  fair  effort  to  get  a 
quorum  present  to  take  up  this  very  import- 
ant bill,  to  the  end  that  it  may  be  the  unfin- 
ished business,  to  be  laid  aside  on  Monday  if 
need  be  in  behalf  of  the  question  of  privilege 
in  the  hands  of  my  friend  from  Illinois,  and 
then  be  ready  for  action. 

I  believe  it  to  be  the  most  urgent  measure 
before  the  Senate;  and  I  do  not  think  it  would 
be  asking  a  great  deal  of  our  friends  on  either 
side  to  permit  it  to  be  taken  up  subject  to 


the  consent  of  the  Senate  on  Monday.  But 
inasmuch  as  an  objection  is  made,  and  the 
Senate  is  called  upon  to  divide  and  we  are 
found  without  a  quorum,  several  Senators 
being  in  the  Capitol,  as  I  have  no  doubt,  I 
think  it  is  a  very  reasonable  request  that  the 
names  of  the  absentees  should  be  called,  and 
that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  should  be  directed 
to  request  such  as  may  be  in  the  building  or 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  to  step  in  and 
make  a  quorum,  to  the  end  that  the  will,  if  it 
be  the  will  of  the  majority,  as  to  the  order- of 
business  may  not  be  defeated. 

Now,  I  repeat  that  I  think  I  might  appeal 
to  my  honorable  friend  from  Missouri  [Mr. 
Blaib]  to  allow  this  bill  to  be  taken  up  subject 
to  his  disposition  along  with  the  majority  of 
the  Senate  on  Monday  morning. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  very 
proper  thing  for  the  Senate  to  take  up  this  bill 
at  this  hour  of  the  night  with  so  few  persons 
here.  If  a  majority  of  the  Senate  choose  to 
take  it  up  on  Monday  when  the  Senate  is  full, 
they  can  very  well  do  so,  and  their  judgment 
upon  the  matter  is  much  more  proper  than  for 
the  small  number  here  now  to  take  up  this  bill 
and  require  the  Senate  to  put  it  aside  on  Mon- 
day. There  is  nothing  gained  by  this,  in  my 
judgment. 

The  Senator  talks  about  his  distressed  con- 
stituents. The  only  distress  that  his  constit- 
uents or  anybody  else  have  on  the  subject  of 
the  tea  and  coffee  duty  is  that  this  bill  will  be 
passed  while  many  of  them  have  a  large 
amount  of  tea  and  coffee  in  their  hands  upon 
which  they  have  paid  the  duty,  and  the  Sen- 
ator and  others  desire  to  bring  in  free  tea  and 
coffee  in  competition  with  them.  That  is  the 
only  distress  anybody  has  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  my  honorable  friend 
will  allow  me,  as  he  is  in  qnest  of  facts,  I  can 
tell  him  that  he  is  totally  mistaken,  and  I  think 
I  can  convince  him  of  it  in  one  minute. 

Mr.  BLAIR.   I  do  not  think  the  Senator  can. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  think  I  can  if  the 
Senator  will  hear  me  for  one  minute.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  Senator  is  in  a  condition'  to 
be  convinced  of  anything  by  me;  but  I  call  his 
attention  to  this :  aside  entirely  from  the  ques- 
tion which  be  makes  is  the  general  question 
whether  this  bill  is  to  pass  or  not.  Does  the 
Senator  see  that  ?  So  that  beyond  the  ques- 
tion of  the  time  when  it  may  take  effect  is  a 
question  affecting  everybody  in  the  trade 
whether  hereafter  there  are  or  are  not  to  be 
duties  upon  tea  and  coffee. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
order. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  hope  the  Senator  will 
not  interfere  with  me  for  a  moment. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     I  withdraw  the  point. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  This  morning  when  the 
Senate  was  very  full  this  bill  was  taken  up  by 
a  large  vote ;  it  fell  at  the  end  of  the  morning 
hour;  and  the  day  having  been  assigned  to 
the  postal  code,  and  the  railroad  bill  being  the 
unfinished  business,  the  question  arose  between 
those  two  bills,  and  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  was 
lost  sight  of  iu  that  way. 

Now,  the  Senate  will  see  that  we  have  had  to- 
day a  large  majority  of  a  full  Senate  in  favor  of 
takingupthis  bill  to  consider  it,  and  the  Senate 
will  remember  that  at  that  time  my  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  gave  notice  that  as  soon  as 
he  had  the  opportunity  he  would  renew  the 
motion.  Therefore  Senators  who  have  gone 
and  left  a  thin  Senate  have  not  gone  without 
knowing  that  this  question  was  to  be  made, 
so  that  it  is  not  the  ordinary  case  of  taking  up 
unexpected  bills  iu  the  absence  of  a  quorum. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Allow  me  to  interrupt 
the  Senator. 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Certainly. 

Mr.  C  ASSE  UL  Y.  Does  the  Senator  believe 
that  ten  per  cent,  of  the  Senate  supposed  that 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  intended  at 
this  late  hour,  at  the  end  of  such  a  session  as 
we  have  had  to-  day,  to  make  a  motion  to  take 
up  this  bill? 


Mr.    CONKLING.      The  Senator  p^ . 
question  which  is  not  easily  answered,   i  r 
answer  the  substance  of  it.     I  have  no  i<f: 
one  hundred  per  cent,  of  the  Senate  vbo  «:-> 
here  expected  the  Senator  from  Penih^TlTs  ^ 
to  move  to  take  up  this  bill  as  soon  &«  u: 
railroad  bill  was  disposed  of.    Wheiker  ii^r 
knew  or  expected  that  the  railroad  bili «  c: 
last  until  eight  o'clock  is  apartoftheque$Q<!£ 
which  I  am  not  prepared  to  answer. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  must  say  for  mmS 
that  I  heard  the  Senator  from  PeQiisTlra-jii 
give  that  notice,  but  I  am  as  mack  asiObiM^ 
by  his  motion  to  take  it  up  now  as  I  «ver  i^ 
by  anything  that  has  ever  happened  to  m«  ;*. 
the  &nate.  Of  coarse,  1  do  not  ioteod  l 
reflect  upon  the  Senator. 

Mr.  CO  NKLING.  The  Senator  maj  h^ 
been  surprised.  Certainly  the  Senator  frcs 
Pennsylvania  made  it  very  plain  to  ef^-r> 
body  ;  the  Senate  at  large  understood  tb^u .:  • 
motion  was  to  follow  at  once  upon  tbe(ii-;-ji>- 
tion  of  the  railroad  bill,  I  think.  Now,  I  vi.* 
not  want  to  put  anybody  to  inconvenieRce  l : 
I  do  want  to  insist  on  my  motioo  that  liit:  >'t 
geant-at-Arms  be  directed  to  etep  aboat  .v 
neighborhood  of  the  Capitol  and  ask  fo  oa  r 
Senators  to  come  in  here  as  may  be  necesssrr 
to  make  a  quorum  ;  and  pending  that  itio.!^i 
I  trust  the  Senate  will  not  adjourn,  buitba  v; 
shall  show  that  we  can  sacrifice  our  colf*-; 
ience  iu  the  slight  degree  of  waiting  tt^sr? 
fifteen  minutes  in  order  to  exempt  truo.  :!- 
intolerable  inflictions  which  tbiisuspeci^ci: 
poses'  upon  them,  a  great  and  meritoriooii  dc-jj 
of  men  in  the  country. 

I  forbear  to  continue  this  diBcassira,  io  tW 
hope  that  we  may  have  the  motioi  pat  &;:t: 
the  absentees  have  been  called  and  see  whetber 
we  cannot  get  them. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  We  do  not  need  to  « 
more  than  send  for  the  absentees. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  Senator  from Rijc4i 
Island  did  not  attend  to  what  I  said.  1  b^ 
asked  that  the  names  of  the  absentees  be  r^ 
or,  if  that  reading  is  not  necessary,  I  wiil  .sub- 
mit a  motion  at  once  that  the  Sergeant-at-irsi 
be  directed  to  request  the  attendance  of  abe«s( 
Senators. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  te 
will  observe  to  the  Senator  fromNevlui^ 
that  the  motion  in  order  will  be  to  dispa.^. 
the  Sergeant -at- Arms  for  absentees. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  Imakethatmotkii. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  PeadiDfiti; 
motion  the  Senator  from  California  moves  uAi 

the  Senate  do  now  a^i^^^^"* 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  beg  pardon.  The  Sets- 
tor  did  not  submit  that  motion,  and  if  ^  ^* 
it  would  not  have  been  in  order,  no  bu£Q«« 
having  intervened. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  Senator  from  >'» 
York  observed  that  I  had  not  made  a  met>  ■& 
to  adjourn,  and  if  I  had  it  would  not  hire 
been  in  order.  1  suggest  to  that  Sensior  «»• 
as  he  was  quite  clear,  and  properly  so,  lu- 1 
had  not  made  a  motion  to  adjoarn,  it  w^  irA 
worth  his  while  to  suggest  that  I  would  iuk 
been  disorderly  had  I  made  it.  . 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  beg  pardon.  I  i« 
not  suggest  it  would  have  been  disordefj/  ^ 
simply  called  the  attention  of  the  Cfaair  '«»« 
fact  that  that  motion  submitted  at  ihtumi"} 
anybody  would  not  have  been  in  ordtt,  m 
business  having  intervened. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  TheCj.^' 
will  observe  to  the  Senator  from  ^ew  l'i« 
that  he  made  a  motion,  and  tbe  ben^- 
from  California  moved  that  the  Senateafl;««f^ 
The  discussion  upon  that  motion  was  oat  i 
order,  but  by  common  consent  it  was  wh>«|1. 
and  therefore  business  intervened  since  *^j 
prior  motion  of  adjournment,  and  tben?  i 
the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Cabforns *• 
in  order.  .  ^ 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Bat  the  Senator  t^ 
just  declared  himself  that  he  made  nu  ^-'^ 
motioo,  and  so  I  declare.  What  ^^^'Z^ 
said  was  an  expression  of  hope  that  the  ow 
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ate  woald  adjourn,  but  he  did  not  submit  such 
a  motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair, 
theii)  stands  corrected.  The  Chair  annposea 
the  Senator  from  California  had  made  the 
motion. 

Mr.  CA.SSERLY.  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  the  Senator  from  New  York  for  expound- 
ing my  position  so  veil.  Ue  happens  to  be 
right  on  this  occasion.  I  made  no  such  mO' 
tion.  I  simply  suggested  in  a  mild  way  the 
hope  that  the  Senate  would  adjourn  under  the 
circumstances. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
supposed  the  Senator  from  California  made 
that  motion.  The  Chair  will  now  put  the 
question  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
New  York. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  What  is  the 
motion  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  be  directed  to  request  the 
attendance  of  the  absentees. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  hardly  think 
it  is  a  proper  thing  to  do.  At  any  rate  I  do 
not  think  the  urgency  for  doing  it  now  would 
justify  the  attempt,  whether  it  could  be  accom* 
plished  or  not.  In  the  first  place,  it  will  inter- 
fere with  the  business  of  Monday,  and  this  bill 
ought  to  take  its  chances  with  that  business, 
tlie  business  already  ordered  for  Monday.  Wo 
have  spent  to-day  upon  a  railroad  proposition ; 
when  we  had  the  option  to  consider  tnat  bill  I 
voted  to  consider  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  instead, 
and  now  we  are  here  at  half  past  eight  o^clock. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  How  does  the  Senator 
say  he  voted? 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  When  the  prop- 
osition was  to  lay  the  other  bills  aside  in  order 
to  come  to  the  tea  and  coffee  bill,  I  so  voted. 
The  distinct  understanding  was  that  the  spe- 
cial order  was  to  go  on  the  table,  and  all  else 
was  to  go  on  the  table  until  we  reached  the 
tea  and  coffee  bill.  Now,  we  are  told  that  the 
tea  and  coffee  duty  is  an  exigent  thing  for 
legislation.  It  is  no  more  so  than  it  was  two 
days  ago,  according  to  my  judgmenL  It  may 
be  by  two  days. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     More  so  every  hour. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Mame.  That  may  be 
true ;  but  to  call  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Slates  back  here  at  half  past  eight  o* clock  after 
these  twu  days'  experience,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  idea  of  doing. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  New  York  has  moved  that  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  be  directed  to  request  the 
attendance  of  the  absent  Senators. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  14,  noes  10. 

Mr.  BLAIR  and  Mr.  HITCHCOCK  called 
for  the  yeaa  and  nays,  and  they  were  ordered; 
1  lid  being  taken,  resulted — ^yeas  16,  nays  8;  as 
follows: 

YEAS  — Messrs.  Anthony,  Carpenter,  Conkling. 
^orbett.  Ferry  of  Miobigan,  FreUDghuyfen,  Uarlau, 
Hill,  Uowe,  Kellogg,  Pomeroy,  Ramsey,  Scott,  Spoa- 
;er.  West,  and  Wright— 16.         . 

NAYS  —  Messrs.  Blair,  Oasserly,  Clayton,  Gold* 
:hwaito,  Ultobcock,  Logan,  Morrill  of  Maine,  and 
3awy«r — 8. 

AliSKNT — Messrs.  Alcorn,  Ames,  Bayard,  Bore- 
nau,  Browulow,  Unokingham,  Caldvreli,  Cameron, 
Jhaiidlor,  Cole.  Cooper,  CrugiD.  Davis  ol'Keniuoky, 
L>avid  of  West  Virginia,  Edmunds,  Fen  ton.  Ferry  ot 
Jonnecticat,  Flanagan,  Qilbert,  Uamiltou  of  Mary- 
and,  Uamilton  of  Texas,  llamlin,  Johnston.  Kelly, 
Liowis,  Morrill  of  Vermont.  Morton,  Norwood.  Nye, 
Jsborn,  Patterson,  Pool,  Pratt,  Rice,  Robertson, 
><iulsbury.  Schan,  Sherman,  Sprague.  Stevenson, 
Steirart,  Stooktou,  Samner,  Tharman.Tipton,Trum- 
mll,  Vickers,  Wilson,  and  Windom— 49. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEft.  The  Ser- 
^eaut  at- Arms  will  reqaest  the  attendance  of 
ibsent  Senators. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  proceeded  by  his  dep- 
utes  to   execute  the  order  of  the  Senate, 
/arious   Senators    entered   the   Chamber  at 
utervals,    from   half    past  oi^ht  o'clock   to 
wenty  minutes  past  nine  o'clock 

Mr.  CAMERON.  It  is  believed  that  there 
s  now  a  quorum  present.  Will  you  be  good 
iDougb,  sir,  to  count  the  Senate? 


Mr.  CONRLING.  Let  the  absentees  be 
called.     That  will  show. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Fkkrt, 
of  Michigan.)  Does  the  Senator  make  a  mo- 
tion? 

Mr.  CONKLlNG.  I  think  there  is  a  quo- 
rum in  and  about  the  Chamber. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  the  Sen- 
ator makes  a  motion  to  suspend  all  furthei' 
proceedings  to  call,  the  Chair  will  then  direct 
the  Secretary  to  call  the  roll. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Then  I  desire  to  make 
that  motion. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  may  embarrass  us  if 
that  prevails.  Let  the  Senator  just  move 
that  (ne  list  of  absentees  be  called.  A  motion 
is  not  necessary,  because  nobody  will  object. 
Let  us  call,  by  consent,  the  list  of  absentees. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  moves,  the  Chair 
understands t  a  call  of  the  Senate  to  test 
whether  there  is  a  quorum  present.  Those 
in  favor  of  that  motion  will  say  **ay,"  [put- 
ting the  question.]      The  motion  is  agreed  to. 

The  roll  was  called,  and  the  following  Sen* 
ators  were  found  to  be  present: 

PRESENT— Messrs.  Anthony,  Bayard.  Boreman, 
Cameron,  Carpenter.  Conkling,  Corbett,  Cragin, 
Ferry  of  Michigan.  Freilnghuysen,  Ooldthwaite, 
Uamilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin,  Hairlan,  Hitcbcook, 
Howe,  Kellogg.  Kelly.  Lewis,  Logan.  Morrill  of 
Maine,  Osborn,  Pomeroy.  Pratt,  Ramsey,  Sawyer, 
Soott,  Spencer,  Stockton,  TipUin,  Trumball,  Win- 
dom. and  Wright-^. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  just  come  in.  I 
should  like  to  know  what  the  question  before 
the  Senate  was. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senate 
was  found  to  be  without  a  quorum,  and  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms  was  directed  to  request  the 
attendauce  of  absent  Senators.^  The  pending 
question  at  the  time  was  a  motion  to  take  up 
tlie  bill  repealing  the  duty  on  tea  and  coffee. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  that  motion, 
and  the  Senate  was  found  to  be  without  a  quo- 
rum. The  Senate  then  ordered  the  Sergeant* 
at- Arms  to  be  dispatched  to  request  the  attend- 
auce of  absent  Senators,  and  the  Senate  is  now 
found  by  the  roll-call  to  be  still  lacking  a  quo- 
rum. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  know  what  the 
intention  of  Senators  may  be;  but  it  seems  to 
me  it  is  a  singular  proceeding  to  attempt  to 
hold  the  Senate  here  at  this  hour  on  Saturday 
evening  with  the  hope  of  acting  on  an  import- 
ant bill.  I  always  make  it  a  point  to  pay 
attention  to  the  requests  of  the  Senate  ;  but  I 
confess  that  I  was  taken  somewhat  by  surprise 
when  I  was  informed  that  my  attendance  here 
was  desired ;  and  I  came,  though  at  some  incon- 
venience, because  I  think  it  ie  the  first  duty 
of  a  Senator  to  attend  here ;  but  really,  unless 
there  is  something  that  I  do  not  understand, 
1  do  not  know  why  the  Senate  should  be  kept 
here  to-night,  unless  it  is  intended  to  act  upon 
this  bill  to-night. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  intended  to  pass 
the  bill  as  soon  as  we  can  get  a  quorum. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  a  singular  thing,  I 
think,  for  the  Senate  to  attempt  Co  pass  a  bill 
of  that  character  at  this  hour  on  Saturday 
night,  particularly  when  no  notice  of  it  was 
given  until  to-day  I  think.  I  cannot  see  the 
object  ot  this.  A  majority  can  take  up  the  bill 
ou  Monday  if  it  is  thought  proper  to  do  so.  I 
do  not,  of  course,  wish  my  own  convenience 
to  be  consulted  against  the  convenience  of  the 
rest  of  the  Senate ;  but  it'  is  a  very  singular 
proceeding,  it  seems  to  me,  to  hold  the  Sen- 
ate here  ou  the  last  night  of  the  week  in  this 
way,  unless  there  is  something  that  I  do  not 
understand. 

After  a  few  minutes'  delay,  Mr.  FsRaT,  of 
Connecticut,  entered  the  Chamber. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  This  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
profitless  business  to  remain  here  in  this  way ; 
and  with  a  view  of  seeing  wliut  the  desire  of  the 
body  is,  i  move  that  the  Senate  adjourn. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were  on  a 
division — ayes  0,  noes  21. 


The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senato 
refuses  to  adjourn.  The  Senate  is  still  with- 
out a  quorum. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  think  it  is  useless  to 
stay  here  any  longer  on  this  question  about  tea 
and  coffee.  1  think  the  Senate  has  become 
very  much  wearied  out.  I  judge  others  by 
myself.  I  move  that  we  take  the  yeas  and 
nays  on  the  question  of  adjournment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator is  too  late ;  that  motion  is  declared. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Then  I  will  make  an- 
other motion,  that  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.'  The  motion 
is  out  of  order,  no  business  having  intervened. 

Mr.  TIPTON.  Then  I  move  that  the  Sen- 
ate proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  On  that  question  we  can 
have  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sen- 
ator from  Nebraska  moves  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  ,the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  do  not  think  that  motion 
is  in  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is  not  in  order,  there  not  being  a  quorum 
present. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Upon  that  question  we 
can  have  the  yeas  and  nays.  That  will  determ- 
ine whether  there  is  a  quorum  present  or  not. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
cannot  entertain  a  motion  that  is  not  in  order. 
Upon  the  last  vote  it  was  evident  there  was 
no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Now  I  move  to  adjourn, 
and  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  that 
motion. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  now  moves  that  the  Senate 
adjourn,  and  calls  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Has  there  been  auy 
business  since? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Discussion 
has  intervened  and  a  motion  has  been  made. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  The  motion  was  ruled 
out  of  order,  and  of  course  could  not  be  dis* 
cussed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  There  was 
discussion  that  intervened,  and  therefore  busi- 
ness of  the  Senate.  The  Chair  so  rules,  and 
the  question  is  on  the.motion  to  adjourn,  upon 
which  the  yeas  and  nays  are  asked. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  16,  nays  18;  as  follows: 

YEAS^Messrs.  Baynrd,  Cameron,  Cragin,  Ferry  of 
Connecticat,  Goldthwaite.  Uamilton  of  Texas,  Ham- 
lin. Hitcbcook,  Kelly,  Loean,  Morrill  of  Maine,  Saw- 
yer. Stockton,  Tipton,  Tramball,  and  Windom~16. 

NATS  —  Messrs.  Anthony.  Boremuo,  Carpenter, 
Conklinr,  Corbett,  Ferry  of  Michigan,  Freliofthay- 
sen,  flarlan.  Howe,  Kellofffr,  Lewis,  Usborn,  Pome- 
roy. Pratt.  Ramsey,  Soott,  Spencer,  and  Wrirht— 18. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Ames.  Blair.  Brown- 
low.  Buckingbam,  Caldwell  Casserly,  Chandler. 
Clayton,  Cole.  Coopor,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Davis 
of  West  Virginia,  EdmundSi  Fenton,  Flanagan, 
Gilbert.  Uamilton  of  Maryland.  HlU,  Johnsiou, 
Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton,  Norwood,  NVc,  Pat- 
terson. Pool.  Rice.  Robertson,  Saalsbury,  Scharz, 
Sherman.  Sprague.  Stevenson.  Stewart,  Sumner, 
Thurman,  Vickers,  West,  and  Wilson— S). 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICE li.     There  is 
no  quorum  voting,  but  the  Senate  refusee  to 
adjourn. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  move  that  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  be  directed  to  bring  in  enough  absent 
Senators  to  constitute  a  quorum. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  motion,  I  take  it, 
is  not  in  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
was  about  to  observe  that  the  usual  order  hus 
been  made  by  the  Senate,  and  the  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  has  not  yet  made  his  report,  and 
therefore  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL,  fie  cannot  make  such 
a  motion,  I  apprehend  at  any  time. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  would  like  to  know  what 
the  objection  to  the  motion  is. 
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Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  hare  do  way  of 
forcing  the  attendaocd  of  Senators;  we  ^an 
only  requeHt  them  to  attend;  and  that  has 
always  been  supposed  in  the  history  of  the 
Senate  to  be  a  sufficient  summons  for  a  Sen- 
ator to 'attend.  It  has  always  been  supposed 
that  a  Senator  acting  upon  his  honor  would 
report  himself  when  his  attendance  was  re- 
quested by  the  Senate.  Such  a  thing  as  for- 
cing the  attendance  of  a  member  of  the  Senate 
was  never  known,  nor  have  we  any  rule  pro- 
viding for  it  excepting  at  the  commencement 
of  a  session.  Ifaat  matter  has  been  dis- 
cussed  

Mr.  CAMERON.  Allow  me  to  inquire,  what 
is  the  motion? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  The  motion  was  to  force 
the  attendance  of  Senators.  We  cannot  do 
that. 

Mr.  HOWE.     Mr.  President 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  now  state  that  since  he  decided  that  this 
motion  was  out  of  order,  the  Sergeant-at- Arms 
has  reported  that  be  has  called  on  all  the  Sen- 
ators who  are  at  present  in  the  city  and  exe- 
cuted the  order  of  the  Senate ;  and  there  still 
appears,  so  far  as  the  Chair  is  informed,  to  be 
three  lacking  a  quorum.  What  is  the  further 
pleasure  of  the  Senate? 

Mr.  HOWE.  With  that  report  before  us, 
and  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  what  the  con- 
dition of  the  Senate  really  is  in  point  of  law, 
I  renew  the  motion,  to  direct  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  to  bring  in  enough  absent  Senators  to 
constitute  with  those  present  a  quorum  of  the 
body. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.    There  is  no  law  for  that. 

Mr.  HOWE.  The  Constitution  provides 
that— 

**  Each  Honae  shall  be  the  Judge  of  the  elections, 
retaras.  and  qualifioatioos  of  its  own  members,  and 
a  mujurity  of  each  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do 
business ;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorised  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members  in  such  manner  and 
under  such  penalties  as  each  House  may  provide." 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  takes  a  House  to 
aulhoiize  it. 

Mr.  HOWE.  There  is  a  constitutional  au- 
thority in  the  Senate  to  provide  by  rule  for 
compelling  the  attendance  of  absent  members. 
I  am  reminded  out  of  the  month  of  quite  a 
number  of  Senators  about  me  that  that  au^ 
thority  has  never  been  exercised  by  a  Senate. 
What  the  Senate  has  done  is  to  provide  this 
rule 

*'  No  Senator  shall  absent  himself  from  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Senate  without  leave  of  the  Senate  first 
obtained.  And  in  case  a  less  number  than  a  quorum 
of  the  Senate  shall  convene,  they  are  hereby  author- 
ised to  send  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  or  any  other  per- 
son or  persons  by  tnem  aathorised,  for  any  or  all 
absent  Senators,  as  the  majority  of  such  Senators 

§  resent  shall  agree,  at  the  expense  of  such  absent 
enators,  respectively,  unless  such  excuse  for  non- 
attendauce  shall  be  made  as  the  Senate,  when  a 
quorum  is  convened,  shall  judge  sufficient. 

The  suggestion  may  be  made  that  that  rule 
applies  only  to  the  firstmeetiug  of  the  session 
of  the  Senate.  I  think  it  a  strained  construc- 
tion ;  I  think  it  an  uiinatural  and  irrational 
construction.  Considering  that  this  body  is 
expressly  clothed  with  the  power  to  provide 
by  rule  for  compelling  the  attendance  of  ab- 
sent members,  1  should  have  supposed  that 
that  rule  was  intended  for  that  purpose.  I 
believe  it  was  intended  for  that  purpose.  I 
believe  it  ought  to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 
But  I  am  reminded  by  Senators  a  great  deal 
older  than  mjself,  in  legislative  experience  at 
all  events,  that  such  has  not  been  the  con- 
struction placed  upon  the  rule  by  the  Senate. 
I  have  never  happened  to  be  here  when  any 
construction  was  put  upon  it  by  the  authori- 
tative action  of  the  Senate.  I  submit  the  mo- 
tion now,  and  we  can  have  the  decision  of  the 
body  upun  it.  If  these  Senators  shall  declare 
that  this  body,  now  lesd  than  a  quorum,  has 
no  autborit)r  to  compel  the  attendance  of  ab- 
sentees, if,  since  it  is  reported  by  the  Sergeant- 
at- Arms  that  he  has  exhausted  all  the  author- 
ity we  have  reposed  in  him,  the  Senate  will 


follow  that  up  with  the  decision  that  we  have 
reposed  in  tne  Sergeant  at- Arms  all  the  au- 
thority we  have,  then  I  shall  very  promptly 
acquiesce  in  the  wish  of  those  who  desire  to 
adjourn  this  body.  I  think  that  will  be  the 
only  sensible  step  to  take  after  this  question 
is  so  settled. 

Mr.  HAMLLN.  I  have  been  invited  to- 
night from  my  room  here  for  the  first  time  in 
my  life  during  a  period  of  twenty-five  years  to 
meet  the  Senate ;  and  in  pursuance  of  that 
invitation  I  deemed  it  my  duty  to  come,  and 
I  am  here.  The  matter  of  compelling  the 
attendance  of  Senators  has  been  a  question 
which  has  been  often  discussed  during  the 
period  within  which  I  have  been  a  member  of 
this  body.  It  is  undoubtedly  clear  that  the  ^n- 
ate  may  adopt  rules  by  which  absent  Senators 
may  be  compelled  to  make  their  appearance. 
It  has  not  done  that ;  and  that  is  a  sufficient 
answer  to  the  motion  which  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  has  made.  The  rule  which  he  has 
read  he  thinks  may,  and  indeed  does,  apply  to 
the  present  condition  of  things.  The  con- 
struction given  to  that  rule  from  the  formation 
of  the  Government  to  the  present  time  hap- 
pens to  be  precisely  the  opposite  of  that  con- 
struction which  the  Senator  seeks  to* day  to 
give  it  by  the  motion  he  makes,  and  it  would 
be  enforcing  the  rule  directly  in  contravention 
to  what  has  been  the  uniform  understanding  of 
the  Senate  on  all  occasions.  We  are  not  a 
Senate;  we  are  Senators  constituting  a  num- 
ber now  here  less  than  a  quorum;  and  any 
vote  which  we  may  pass,  I  think,  save  that  to 
adjourn  would  be  a  nullity. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  We  can  call  the  absentees. 

Mr.  HAMLLN.  We  have  a  right  to  call  the 
absent  Senators  because  the  rules  prescribe 
that  That,  I  think,  you  have  done.  I  sup- 
pose you  may  order  another  call  of  the  Sen- 
ate. I  suppose  less  than  a  quorum  may  do 
anything  that  is  prescribed  by  the  rules  which 
the  Senate  has  adopted  ;  nothing  beyond  that. 
We  have  no  earthly  power  beyond  that,  and 
it  would  seem  to  me  unwise  to'  press  such  a 
vote  directly  in  the  face  of  the  settled  prece- 
dents of  this  body  for  long  years.  It  would 
be  unwise  for  a  body  here  less  than  a  quorum 
to  undertake  to  compel  theattendance  of  Sena- 
tors f  when  a  body  here  less  than  a  quorum 
undertake  to  exercise  that  authority,  as  one 
Senator  I  shall  exercise  the  right  which  I 
believe  I  possess  under  the  Constitution,  and 
I  do  not  think  they  will  bring  me  here  under 
such  a  rule. 

I  think  it  is  a  most  unwise  proceeding,  and 
I  think  the  Senator  himself,  on  a  more  cool 
reflection  and  on  a  more  careful  consideration 
of  the  question,  Vill  not  ask  us  here  even  to 
vote  upon  his  motion. 

The  very  object  in  connection  with  which 
the  rule  is  sought  to  be  enforced  renders  the 
proceeding  doubly  objectionable.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  a  wise  proceeding,  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  a  proceeding  that  would 
meet  the  approbation  of  the  country,  if  we 
could  force  by  any  process  just  thirty-seven 
Senators,  and  at  ten  o'clock  at  night,  or  ader 
that  hour,  force  a  vote  noon  this  bill  which  is 
intimately  connected  with  all  the  matters  of 
your  revenue.  I  think  the  whole  proceeding 
is  ill-advised ;  and  it  was  for  that  reason,  that 
we  might  consider  it  candidly  and  carefully 
with  a  Senate,  and  not  by  Senators  who  are 
not  in  attendance,  that  I  have  voted,  as  I  shall 
continue  to  vote,  to  adjourn.  I  hope  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  will  withdraw  his 
motion. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  have  not  heard  what 
report  was  made  by  the  officer  of  the  Senate 
who  proceeded  to  execute  the  order. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms  reported  that  he  called  upon 
ail  the  Senators  at  present  in  the  city,  request- 
ing tiieir  attendance  in  the  Senate ;  and  the 
Senate,  from  all  the  information  the  Chair 
has,  appears  without  a  quorum  still. 

Mr.  HARLAN.      I  concur  in  the  observa- 


tions made  by  the  honorable  Senator  frta 
Maine.  This  is  all  the  power  the  Senate  Ui 
ever  attempted  to  exercise  since  I  have  bad  -j^ 
honor  of  occupying  a  seat  here.  An  invu 
tion  by  the  Senate  itself  to  attend  exhaa»u>  a^ 
the  power  we  have  ever  attempted  h<freto:^-« 
to  exercise,  on  the  presumption  that  e«^*-7 
Senator  upon  his  own  senae  of  dnty  would  t-b?j 
this  request,  if  it  were  at  all  coDveoient  for  £i::£ 
to  do  so ;  and  nnder  that  view  of  the  case 

Mr.  CONKLiNG.  Now,  if  the  Senator  «.;. 
allow  me  to  interrupthim  long  eooagh,  I  »ho&  d 
like  to  know  what  that  part  of  the  report  i^  la 
relation  to  the  attendance  of  Seoators,  if  ibej 
expressed  any  intentions  to  come,  or  if  ibcj 
are  on  their  way,  or  whatever  it  may  be  in  laei 
respect.  Doubtless  the  Senator  from  Iowa 
would  like  to  know  as  well  aa  myself.  Tnt 
Chair  simply  announced  that  the  Serge&c:- 
at- Arms  had  called  upon  Senators.  I  atLu&.^ 
like  to  know  whether  he  funod  them,  or  «b&t 
members  he  found,  and  whether  they  are  u 
appear  or  not. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  S«r- 
geant-at-Arms,  reports,  in  anawer  to  the  S^a- 
ator  from  New  York,  that  eome  Senators  at 
whose  houses  he  called  were  aacertaiaed  to  tr- 
absent.  Of  those  who  were  found  most  gsa4 
Uiat  they  wonld  t>e  present ;  and  the  oihera  di 
not  answer. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  understand  that  mor. 
of  them  stated  that  they  would  be  present. 

The  PRESIDIN  G  OFFICER.  Stated  thai 
they  would  be  present. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Then  they  are  on  their 
way  here,  probably. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  That  does  not  affiict  the 
view  of  the  case  I  have  attempted  to  prt^esiL 
The  Senate  has  heretofore  done  do  more  lcu:: 
request  the  attendance  of  absent  menibere,  \  r- 
suming  that  every  Senator  on  bis  sense  ot  dutr 
would  comply  with  such  a  reqaest  frum  :>.= 
body  of  which  he  is  a  member.  That  havi.^ 
been  done  in  this  case,  doubtless  all  the  >cr. 
ators  who  could  comply  with  propriety  m'v. 
this  request  of  the  Senate  have  appeartrd  ail 
answered  to  their  names,  and  still  Use  Seu^ 
is  without  a  quorum.  That  being  the  ca«e.  I 
feel  it  to  be  my  duty  to  move  tbat  the  S<ro»&e 
do  now  adjourn. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Will  the  Senator  withdraw 
that  motion  for  a  moment  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  wish  to  say  one  wofd  la 
reply  to  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  froa 
Maine.  I  know  he  has  been  a  long  lime  a 
member  of  the  Senate,  and  for  many  yrars  pre- 
sided over  its  deliberations.  Wh«t  he  safs 
about  the  past  usage  of  the  Senate  ia  andoub  - 
ediy  correct.  He  cannot  be  mistaken  ax  ;{ 
it.  Besides  that  he  is  confirmed  by  the  test- 
mony  of  many  other  Senators.  The  us^9«  '.f 
the  Senate  I  am  bound  to  believe  has  h^.i 
what  he  states  it  to  be.  In  reply  to  that  nsa^ 
I  read  you  the  Constitution,  which,  as  I  s .: : 
before,  clothes  the  Senate  with  the  ao'hor^r 
to  make  a  rule ;  aqd  I  say  the  Senate  h&s  -^ 
pursuance  of  that  authority  made  a  rale,  a^<i 
here  is  the  rule;  and  I  read  it,  and  the  rE> 
authorizes  the  Senate,  not  when  there  U  * 
majority  here,  but  when  there  is  less  tb^L  & 
quorum,  *' to  send  the  Sergeant-at-Armsora&r 
other  person  or  persons  by  them  anthohz'-d  i  r 
any  or  all  absent  Senators,  as  the  maj< irj 
of  such  Senators  present  shall  agre-*,  at  'te 
expense  of  such  absent  Senators  respectiveiT  " 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  find  thid  iaogaaf«r. 
which  seems  to  me  tolerably  plain,  among  «.•  .r 
rules.  I  think  fairly  coofttrued  it  auihorixt-s  j-a^ 
such  action  as  that  to  which  I  mored  the  Sei  - 
ate.  I  may  be  mistaken  in  my  conatmeiioa  •  * 
the  mle.  I  hardly  think,  however,  that  I  aa  ?o 
broadly  mistaken.  The  Senator  advised  a- 
that  the  rule  applies  onl^  to  the  first  metrting 
of  the  Senate.  I  beg  hu  pardon ;  he  is  sr.- 
questionably  mistaken  upon  ihwA  point.  I  d.i 
not  read  the  last  clanae  of  the  rule,  and  tba: 
declares: 

"And  this  mleshall  apply  as  wslL  to  tha  list 
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mention  of  the  Senate  at  the  legal  time  of  meeting, 
aa  to  each  day  of  the  seuion  after  the  hour  has 
arrived  to  which  the  Senate  stood  adjourned." 

As  I  was  about  sayini^,  I  may  be  mistaken 
in  my  construction  of  this  rule,  but  I  hardly 
think  I  am  so  broadly  mistaken  as  to  authorize 
the  Senator  from  Maine  to  declare  my  motion 
unwise. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.     In  my  judgment. 

Mr.  HOWE.     A  gcreat  manj^  motions  may 
^e  submitted  to  the  Senate  which  the  Senate 
vrili  not  agree  to,  and  which  perhaps  they  ought 
not  to  agree  to,  and  yet  which  we  do  not  ordi- 
narily characterize  a.s  unwise. 

The  Senator  from  Iowa  is  waiting  for  the 
Boor  to  move  an  adjournment.  I  shall  vote 
against  that  motion  to  adjourn,  because  I  want 
to  get  the  decision  of  the  Senate  upon  the 
vDotion  which  I  have  submitted.  If  they  vote, 
as  I  have  but  little  doubt  from  the  intimations 
I  hear  about  me  they  will  vote,  that  this  body 
«,s  now  constituted  has  exhausted  its  author- 
ity, then  I  shall  vote  very  cheerfully  for  the 
cnotion  of  the  Senator  from  Iowa,  for  I  have 
no  idea  that  it  is  a  matter  of  duty  or  a  matter 
of  propriety  for  us  to  sit  here  with  our  fingers 
in  our  mouths,  having  requested  the  attend- 
ance of  absent  members  and  being  told  that 
absent  members  will  not  attend. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  CON  KLIN  G.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  make  one  suggestion  ? 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  While  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  was  on  his  feet,  during  the  last 
moment  or  two,  I  saw  one  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate who  has  not  been  here  before  for  an  hour 
or  two  enter  the  Chamber.  I  do  not  suppose 
the  Sergeant- at- Arms  has  been  in  person,  but 
some  messengers,  of  whom  several  were  sent, 
having  just  returned,  they  say  that  they  in- 
formed a  certain  number  of  Senators  of  the 
order  of  the  Senate,  many  of  whom  said  they 
would  come.  That  bein^  the  case, 'I  do  not 
think  any  of  ns  have  a  right  to  assume  that 
those  Senators  will  not  be  here.  On  the  con- 
trary, 1  think  it  would  be  'rather  unreasonable 
to  assume  that  they  should  be  here  as  soon  a^ 
a  messenger  who  may  have  been  sent  and 
come  bacfk  has  arrived.  I  have  seen  several 
Senators  who  within  the  last  twenty  minutes 
have  reached  the  Capitol  who  had  been 
absent. 

Therefore,  I  think  in  any  view  that  may  be 
taken,  unless  sending  a  request  is  to  be  con- 
sidered as  a  mere  matter  of  empty  form,  unless 
«ve  are  to  send  a  request  and  then  disperse  so 
soon  that  reasonable  diligence  on  the  part  of 
Senators  could  not  bring  them  here,  is  to  be 
held  to  satisfy  the  rule,  we  might  with  great 
propriety  continue  here  long  enough  to  enable 
the  Senators  who  have  been  sent  tor  to  arrive. 

We  have  been  here  two  hours  since  this  pro- 
ceeding commenced.  We  have  been  here, 
however,  just  long  enough  to  hear  the  first  re- 
port we  have  heard  of  any  returning  messen- 
ger who  had  been  sent  for  Senators.  The  Chair 
announced  not  more  than  seven  or  eisht  min- 
utes ago  the  6rst  report  we  have  heard.  Why, 
sir,  here  comes  another  Senator  entering  the 
Chamber,  [pointing  to  Mr.  Chandler.]  I 
think  for  vla  to  adjourn  upon  the  idea  that 
Senators  will  not  he  here  when  messengers 
just  returned  say  they  will  be,  would  certainly 
be  a  very  strange  proceeding.  My  impression 
is  that  there  is  a  quorum  here  now.  On  the 
last  vote  I  think  we  lacked  but  three,  and  I 
have  seen  myself  two  Senators  enter  the 
Chamber  since  that  time.  I  really  hope  we 
shall  not  adjourn. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
one  word  in  relation  to  the  report  of  the  Ser- 
geant-at-Arms? 

Mr.  HARLAN.    Yog,  air. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  I  do  not  know  how  formal 
the  Sergeant-at- Arms'  messenger  was  with 
other  Senators,  but  I  know  precisely  what  his 
communication  was  to  myself.    He  found  me 


in  my  room.  I  think  these  were  his  precise 
words:  *M  am  directed  by  the  Sergeaut-at 
Arms  to  request  your  attendance  at  the  Sen- 
ate." I  had  no  opportunity  to  tell  him  whether 
I  would  come  or  not,  and  he  left  my  room  in  a 
great  hurry.  I  suppose  to  summon  other  Sen- 
ators. I  made  no  reply  to  him,  although, 
believing  it  to  be  my  duty  to  answer  the  request 
of  the  Senate,  in  obedience  to  that  request  I 
came  here.  But  I  think  it  would  have  been 
wiser  and  better  to  have  adjourned  long  ago, 
and  I  hope  the  Senator  from  Iowa  will  make 
his  motion,  and  that  the  Senate  will  adjourn. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  I  wish  to  make  one  obser- 
vation in  reply  to  the  suggestion  made  by  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin.  I  have  no  wish  to 
test  the  power  of  the  Senate  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  Senators.  A  request  heretofore 
has  always  been  sufficient  to  bring  aquorum  of 
the  Senate,  and  I  have  no  doubt  it  would  now 
if  there  were  any  public  necessity  requiring  it. 
I  do  not  perceive  any  public  exigency,  any 
crisis  in  public  affairs,  that  requires  the  Senate 
to  depart  from  its  former  usage.  If  any  Sen- 
ator supposes  there  is  a  quorum  here  ()re8- 
ent  and  desires  to  have  the  roll  called  again,  I 
have  no  objection  to  that,  but  unless  some 
Senator  makes  such  a  request,  I 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Let  us  do  that  I  think 
there  is  a  quorum. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  It  is  suggested  that  on  the 
motion  to  adjourn  the  question  of  the  pres- 
ence of  a  quorum  will  be  tested. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Except  that  Senators 
might  vote  for  a  motion  to  adjourn  with  the 
idea  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  who  if  there 
was  a  quorum  would  not  so  vote. 

Mr.  HARLAN.  Very  well ;  I  will  yield  to 
the  Senator  to  make  a  request  K>  have  the 
roll  called  if  he  wishes,  in  order  to  test  the 
question  whether  there  is  now  a  quorum. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  would  like  to  have 
that  done. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Does  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  withdraw  his  motion  7 
The  Chair  will  be  obliged  to  rule  on  the  motion 
unless  the  Senator  withdraws  it. 

Mr.  HO  WE.     I  do  not  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  motion  is  not 
withdrawn,  I  will  say  one  word  upon  iL  This 
question  has  often  been  up  before  and  has 
been  decided 

Mr.  HARLAN.  As  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin insists  on  another  question  being  de- 
cided by  the  Senate,  which  is  very  unusual  in 
this  body,  I  will  now  make  a  motion  that  the 
Senate  adjourn. 

Mr.  HO  WE.  If  the  Senator  will  allow  me, 
I  will  withdraw  my.  motion  to  allow  the  Sen- 
ate to  be  called. 

Mr.  HARLAN.     Vei^  weU. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor from  Wisconsin  withdraws  his  motion,  and 
the  Senator  from  New  York  now  moves  that 
the  roll  be  called. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  was  only  going  to 
say  a  word  which  I  will  say  now  on  the  other 
motion.  The  rule  which  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  refers  to  applies  to  the  convening 
of  the  Senate,  either  its  first  convening  at  the 
commencement  of  a  session  or  its  convening 
on  each  day.  If  we  adjourn  now,  and  to- 
morrow, at  the  time  when  the  Senate  is  to 
assemble,  there  is  no  quorum,  the  Senate  then 
has  the  power  under  this  rule  to  send  for  its 
absent  members,  but  it  only  applies  to  the 
convening  of  the  Senate  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  or  on  each  day,  and  such  is  its 
language : 

**  And  in  case  a  len  number  than  a  quorum  of  the 
Senate  ahall  conyene,  they  ore  hereby  authorised  to 
send  the  Serffeant-at-Arm«/'  Ac. 

Then  the  latter  part  of  the  rule : 

*'Aod  this  rule  shall  apply  as  well  to  the  first  oon- 
ventioQ  of  the  Senate,  at  the  legal  time  of  meeting, 
as  to  each  day  of  tho  iession,  after  the  hoar  has 
arrived  to  which  the  Senate  stood  adjoarned." 

It  applies  to  the  convention  of  the  Senate 
each  day  after  the  hour  has  arrived.     If  there 


is  not  at  its  convening  a  quorum,  then  mem- 
bers may  be  sent  for  ;  but  it  has  always  been 
held  that  you  could  not  compel  the  attendance 
of  Senators.  I  have  heard  it  decided  several 
times  since  I  have  been  a  member  of  the  Sen- 
ate by  the  Vice  President.  The  construction 
has  been  uniform. 

Mr.  TIPTON.  Does  a  motion  to  adjourn 
take  precedence  of  a  motion  to  call  the  roll  7 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     It  does. 

Mr.  TIPTON.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
adjourn. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
navs  on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  being 
taken,  resulted — yeas  17,  nays  18 ;  as  follows : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Bayard.  Boreman,  Ferry  of  Con- 
necticut, Qoldthwaite,  llainilton  of  Texas,  Hamlin. 
Hitchcock,  Kelly,  Logan,  Morrill  of  Mnlne,  Ramsey, 
Sn^ryer,  Stockton.  Tipton,  Trumbull,  Windom,  and 
WriKht-17. 

NATS— Messrs.  Anthony,  Buckingham,  Carpen- 
ter. Chandler.  Conklinff,  Corbett,  Cragin,  Ferry  of 
Michiffan,  Frelinnbuysen,  Harlan,  Ilowe,  Kellogg, 
Lewis,  Osbom,  Pomeroy,  Pratt,  Scott,  and  Spon- 
oer— 18. 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Alcorn,  Ames.  Blair,  Brown- 
low,  Culdwell,  Cameron,  Cn^serly,  Clayton,  Cole. 
Cooper,  Davis  of  Kentucky,  Davis  ofWAstVirginiiu 
Edmunds,  Fenton,  Flanagan,  Gilbert,  Hamilton  of 
Maryland,  Hill,  Johnston,  Morrijl  of  Vermont, 
Morton, Norwood,  Nye,  Patterson,  Pool,  Rice,  Rob- 
ertson, Saulsbury.  Scharz.  Sherman,  Sp rugae,  Ste- 
venson. Stewart,  Sumner.  Thurman,  Vickerii,  West, 
and  Wilson— 38. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senate 
refuses  to  adjourn,  but  the  vote  still  discloses 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  quorum  present. 

Mr.  HOWE.     I  renew  my  motion. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  vise  to  a  question  of 
order.  The  point  of  order  is  simply  that  that 
motion  is  oat  of  order.  The  Senate  not  hav- 
ing previously  made  any  rule  on  the  subject 
when  they  had  a  quorum  here,  and  could  have 
made  one,  it  is  not  in  order  now,  and  it  is  out 
of  the  power  of  those  present  to  make  a  rule 
which  the  body  only  has  the  power  to  make 
when  it  has  a  quorum. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  rule  upon  the  motion  made  by  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin,  and  will  read  the  article  of 
the  Constitution  to  the  Senate : 

"  Each  House  shall  be  the  jadge  of  the  elections, 
retttms.  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  and 
a  majority  of  each  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do 
bnsinees;  bat  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorised  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner, 
and  under  such  penalties  as  each  House  may  pro- 
vide." 

There  can  be  no  House,  in  the  judgment  of 
the  Chair,  without  a  quorum,  and  the  House, 
when  in  a  quorum,  not  having  made  provision 
by  any  rule,  and  in  the  absence  of  a  rule,  the 
Sergeant  at  Arms  having  exhausted  his  power 
under  rule  eight,  and  in  accordance  with  the 
practice  of  the  Senate  as  understood  by  the 
Chair,  the  Chair  sustains  the  point  of  order, 
and  holds  that  the  motion  made  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  I  move  that  the 
Senate  adjourn. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to;  and  (at  ten 
oVlock  and  fifleen  minutes  p.  m.)  the  Sen- 
ate adjourned. 


IN  SENATE. 
Monday,  April  22,  1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  New- 
man, D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  the  proceedings  of  Saturday 
last  was  read  and  approved. 

HODSB  BILLS  RBFBRRBD. 

The  bill  (H.  R.  No.  620)  for  the  relief  of 
Thomas  C.  Martin,  Emilia  E.  Martin,  Jane 
G.  Martin,  and  Leonor  Martin,  children  of  J.* 
E  Martin,  deceased,  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Relations. 

The  following  bills  were  severally  read  twice 
by  their  titles  and  rt*ferred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  of  Columbia : 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1916)  to  authorize  tho 
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Washington  City  and  Point  Lookout  Railroad 
Company  to  extend  a  railroad  into  and  within 
the  District  of  Columbia ; 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2240)  authorizing  the 
extension  of  the  railway  of  the  Metropolitan 
Railroad  Company  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; and 

A  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2888)  to  aid  in  maintain- 
ing the  tire  department  in  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

PKTITION8  AND  MEMORIALS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  oresented  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Legislature  of  Ohio,  relating  to 
the  construction  of  a  ship-canal  around  the 
falls  of  Niagara  within  tne  territory  of  the 
United  States;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  HAMLIN  presen^ted  the  petition  of 
Margaret  Nelson,  praying  to  be  allowed  a 
pension  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pensions. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  three  petitions  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  asking  Congress, 
by  appropriate  legislation,  to  hereafter  pro- 
hibit, within  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  the  manu- 
facture, importation,  and  sale  of  all  intoxicat- 
ing liquors  to  be  used  as.a  beverage :  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  also  present  three  peti- 
tions of  citizens  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
asking  Congress  to  enact  such  a  law  as  will 
suppress  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  as  a 
beverage  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  I  move 
that  these  petitions'  also  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary: 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Those  petitions  with 
regard  to  temperance  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia I  suppose  ought  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  I 
think  they  had  better  go  to  that  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Committee 
on  the  Judieiary  having  the  larger  subject 
before  them  of  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquors 
throughout  the  country,  probably  that  would 
include  this  subject. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  would  not  em- 
brace the  District 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  desires  the  petitions  in  relation 
to  the  District  of  Columbia  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mr.  WILSON.  I  supposed  they  should  go 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary;  and  one 
special  reason  I  had  in  making  the  motion  was 
that  the  chairman  of  that  committee  is  always 
in  favor  of.  reforms,  and  this  is  a  reformatory 
measure.  [Laughter.]  However,  I  move 
that  they  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  three  petitions  of 
late  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  United  States 
volunteer  Army  and  Navy,  praying  that  Indus 
trial  homes  and  training  scnools  may  be  pro- 
vided for  the  orphans  of  soldiers  and  sailors 
of  the  war  of  the  rebellion ;  which  were 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  the  subject  haviug 
been  reported  upon  by  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 
^  Mr.  SUMNER.  I  present  a  petition  from 
citizens  of  Boston,  sixty-three  hundred  in 
number,  asking  Congress  to  preserve  inviolate 
the  great  guarantees  of  religious  liberty  now 
contained  in  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  protesting  against  any  proposed 
amendments  to  revolutionize  the  Government 
of  the  Uiii'ed  States,  to  overthrow  the  great 
principles  of  complete  relisious  liberty  and 
the  complete  separation  of  Church  and  State, 
which  amendments,  this  petition  sets  forth, 
are  now  urged  upon  Congress.  I  move  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BUCKINGHAM  presented  a  memorial 
of  ihe  board  of  managers  of  the  National 
Temperance  Society  and  Publication  House, 


asking  for  appropriate  legislation  to  prohibit 
the  manufacture,  importation,  and  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquots  as  a  beveraee  in  the  Ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States  and  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciarv. 

Mr.  WRIGHT  presented  the  memorial  and 
other  papers  of  Mary  Johnson  and  the  heirs 
of  Alpha  Brown  for  compensation  for  dam- 
ages sustained  by  Indian  depredations;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  WRIGHT.  I  also  present  a  petition 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  citizens  of  Iowa, 
including  the  Governor  of  the  State,  the  State 
officers,  and  every  member  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, in  favor  of  the  passage  of  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No;  1788)  in  relation  to  pensions  to  totally 
and  partially  disabled  soldiers.  I  move  its 
reference  to  the  Committee  on  Pensions. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SAWYER  presented  a  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  South  Carolina,  praying  that  the  light- 
house at  the  entrance  of  St.  Helena  sound 
may  be  rebuilt ;  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Commerce. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  resolutions  of 
the  Jenny  Lind  and  Salem  Railroad  Company, 
in  favor  of  the  passage  of  an  act  giving  that 
company  the  right  to  build  a  bridge  over  the 
Arkansas  river  at  Fort  Smith;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  HARLAN  presented  a  memorial  of 
citizens  of  Johnson  county,  Iowa,  in  favor  of 
granting  land,  &c.,  for  a  home  for  the  freed 
people  about  Washington  who  are  dependent 
on  the  Government  for  support;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  PubHo  Lands. 

He  also  presented  a  petition  of  Lawrie 
Tatum,  agent  for  the  Comanches,  Kiowaa,  and 
Apaches,  and  Brinton  Darlington,  a^ent  for 
the  Cheyennes  and  Arapahoes,  praying  the 
enactment  of  a  law  regulating  intermarriages 
of  white  persons  with  Indians  outside  of  any 
State  or  organized  Territory ;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  AffSftirs. 

Mr.  CRAGIN  presented  a  memorial  of  mer- 
chants of  New  York  and  Brooklyn,  remonstrat- 
ing against  the  extension  of  A.  B.  Wilson's 
patent  on  sewing-machines ;  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  KELLY  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Oregon,  praying  an  examination  of  Coquille 
river,  in  Oregon,  with  the  view  of  improving 
its  navigation ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Commerce. 

Mr.  POOL  presented  the  petition  of  Dr. 
B.  A.  Selles,  of  Randolph  county,  North  Car- 
olina, praying  for  indemnification  for  fifteen 
bales  of  cotton,  valued  at  $8,200,  taken  from 
him  on  or  about  June  80,  1865 ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  OSBORN  presented  the  memorial  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  and  the  city  council  of 
Jacksonsville,  Florida,  asking  an  appropria- 
tion for  the  improvement  of  the  St.  John's 
bar  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Commerce. 

Mr.  BLAIR  presented  the  petition  of  J.  W. 
A  twill,  praying  that  the  records  of  the  War 
Department  may  be  so  corrected  as  to  show 
the  true  rank  attained  by  certain  officers  of 
the  first  North  Carolina  volunteers  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  CAMERON  presented  the  petition  of 
Michael  McCann,  praying  that  his  claim  for 
compensation  for  oreach  of  contract  by  the 
quartermaster's  department  may  be  consid- 
ered; which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Board  of  Trade 'on  the  subject  of  re- 
storing American  ocean  commerce;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 

He  also  presented  a  letter  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  transmitting  a  request  from  the  min- 
iHter  of  the  German  empire  that  certain  United 
States  bonds  burned  in  Spitzendorf  may  be 
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reissued  in  duplicate  to  the  executors  of  : 
owner,  who  was  burned  with  bis  proper'j  a 
dwelling  April  6,  1870;  which  waa  ret<rrr«rc 
the  Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont,  prfseatpf  1 
petition  of  citizens  of  Washington^  Distrlc 
Columbia,  praying  Congress  to  define  an>i  .: 
the  tax  which  the  District  government  :•? 
impose  on  articles  offered  for  sale  in  th*-  t_  : 
kets  of  the  city;  which  was  referred  :o  • 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  a.od  GrocL^:. 

OKDBR  or  BUBIMK8S. 

Mr.    BUCKINGHAM.     I   ask   nnanix  > 
consent  to  take  up  Senate  bill  No.  944.  t 
vide  for  the  claims  of  the  Pottawmtomie  1 
ans  residing   in   Michigan  and  Indiana, 
ject  to  the  morning  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  thert  obj- 
tion  to  the  request  of  the  Senator  from  C-, 
necticut? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     What  is  the  bill ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  a  bill  w:i 
has  been  made  a  special  order,  bat  the  S^t  & 
from  Connecticut  supposes  it  might  be  coo- 
ered  in  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     I  woald  nsk  whether  - 
had  better  not  take  its   place  as  a  hp»-  ^    ' 
order?    There  is  another  bill  which  I  ho{  - 
call  up  this  morning,  the  bill  to  secure  e^^^^. 
rights 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires  i^r^L 
imous  consent,  and  objection  is  made. 

KTKNING  SBSSION  FOR  POSTAL  CODK  BILL. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  ask  that  by  unanis  i^* 
consent  an  order  be  entered  that  the  ^3&  r 
take  a  recess  at  half  past  four  o* clock  to-o^; . 
that  what  remains  the  unfinished  bu5  .--* 
at  that  time  shall  be  the  unfinished  bas:rir>4 
for  to  morrow,  and  that  this  evening,  at  bet 

Sast  seven  o'clock,  we  shall  have  a  atrs^^l 
evoted  exclusively  to  the  conaidemtioo  o:  .- 
postal  code  bill.  I  propose  thai  the  ml  :: 
ished  business  of  the  day's  session  &b^.  :-- 
over  as  the  business  in  order  for  to-m.>r7j« 
but  this  evening  shall  be  assigned  to  the  \<.-^ 
code  bill,  and  nothing  else. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     Is  iher«  c\j^ 
tion  to  the  proposition  of  the  S«;nator   -  1 
Kansas?  Saturday  was  given  to  thePosiUtt- 
Committee  for  the  postal  code  bill,  hot  «^i 
absorbed  in  other  business.    The  Senator  rVi-: 
Kansas  now  asks  that  -a  session   be  held  .~ 
evening  at  half  past  seven  o'clock  for  tiie  o ;: 
sideration  of  the  postal  code  bill  exciu^re  j. 
and  that  whatever  remains  unfinished  ai  n^ 
past  four  o'clock  shall  be  the  unfiuisbed  b;.!!. 
nessfor  to-morrow. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  it  understood  tbatt:« 
bill  is  to  be  passed  this  evening  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Ch^r  dwi 
not  know. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  I  wish  to  know  whetheri; 
is  to  be  finally  acted  upon  to-night. 

Mr.POMEROY^.  If  that  is  objected  to,  i^; 
it  be  understood  that  we  shall  take  no  qca. 
action  upon  it  to-night,  but  read  it  ihroa^ii. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Ii  may  be  ihatsooieameci- 
ments  may  be  moved. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Let  us  get  throagh  wii 
the  bill  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  and  gvi  i: 
iuto  the  Senate  on  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  But  not  read  the  thii^ 
time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  propo^r- 
that  the  bill  shall  remain  in  the  Senate,  wm 
the  third  reading  pending,  and  shall  not  U 
advanced  beyond  that  stage. 

Mr.  SUMNElt.  Will  it  then  be  sull  opes 
to  amendment? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Of  course,  jf  ac: 
read  the  third  time,  it  will  be  still  op^i-  '^ 
amendment.  If  there  be  no  objection,  th-s 
the  unfinished  business  at  half  past  four  o'd*  ck 
to-day  will  be  regarded  as  the  unfinished  ba^ 
ness,  to  come  up  at  one  o'clock  U>-morro«.i-^ 
the  evening  session,  commencing  at  hajf:<tf£ 
seven  o'clock,  will  be  devoted  to  the  cotsi^rr 
ation  of  the  postal  code   bill|  not  to  be  pn 
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pressed  with  further  than  to  remain  in  the 
Senate  with  the  qaestiou  of  its  third  reading 
pending. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to.  make  one  sug- 
gestion. I  suggest  that  it  be  reported  to  tbe 
Senate  and  the  amendments  agreed  to  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  not  acted  upon,  because 
we  might  be  bound  by  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  statement 
will  appear  in  the  Globe,  and  the  Chair  will 
be  limited  by  that,  and  at  the  close  of  the 
nigbt  session  the  unfinished  business  at  half 
past  fuur  o'clock  will  resume  its  place  as  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  day.  Is  there  ob- 
jection to  that  proposition  ?  The  Chair  hears 
none. 

DBFICIBNOT  BILL. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  take  up  the 
deficiency  bill,  subject  to  tbe  morning  business. 
It  ought  to  be  finisbed  this  morning. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  call  still 
resting  with  petitions,  the  Senator  from  Cali- 
fornia asks  that  by  unanimous  consent  the  .de- 
ficiency bill  be  taken  up  subject  to  the  remain- 
der of  tbe  current  morning  business.  Is  there 
objection  to  that  proposition?  Tbe  Chair  bears 
none.  If  there  be  no  further  petitions,  reports 
from  committees  are  now  in  order. 

RBPORTS  OP  COMMITTKBS. 

'Mr.  RAMSEY,  from  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  667)  for  the  relief  of 
Elijah  J.  Woolam,  of  Cross  Plains,  in  the 
State  of  Alabama^  submitted  an  adverse  report ; 
which  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  the  bill 
was  postponed  indefinitely. 

Mr.  WILSON,  from  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo- 
rial of  Ben  Holladay,  praying  relief  for  inju* 
ries  committed  by  Indians  while  carrying  the 
United  States  mail,  asked  to  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration,  and  that  it  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims ;  which 
was  agreed  to. 

AMBNDMKNT  TO  APPBOPBIATION  BILL. 

• 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  have  here  an  amendment 
which  I  intend  to  offer  to  tbe  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
1191)  making  appropriations  for  the  naval  ser- 
vice for  the  year  ending  June  80,  1878,  and 
for  other  purposes ;  which  I  ask  to  have  printed 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  as  well  as  to  the  Committee  on  Appro- 
priations. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     I  ask  to  have  that  amend 
ment  read.     If  it  is  so  highly  important  as  that 
it  must  be  referred  to   two  committees,  we 
ought  to  know  what  it  is  now. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  tl)e  intended  amend- 
ment, which  was  to  insert  as  an  additional  sec- 
tion the  following: 

Tbat  the  proper  accounting  officer  of  the  Treu- 
sary  be,  anclhe  is  hereby,  authorized  and  directed, 
in  settling  the  account  of  Rear  Admiral  Charles 
Wilkes,  to  credit  him  with  the  pay  of  a  rear  admiral 
on  the  retired  list,  he  having  been  promoted  for 
meritorious  and  distinguished  services. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  amendment 
will  be  so  referred  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BILL8 INTBODUGKD. 

Mr.  SUMNER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  1016)  to  extend  the  works  of  the 
Georgetown  Gas-Li^ht  Company;  which  was 
read  twice  by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  SAWYER  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill 
(S.  No.  1017)  for  the  relief  of  Alexander 
McLeod ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its  title, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ORDBR  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  rose  to  make  a  mo- 
tion to  consider  seven  bills  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  day  as- 
signed to  that  committee  was  not  sufficient  to 


get  through  all  their  bills,  and  I  have  here 
seven  bills  reported  favorably  from  tbe  com- 
mittee, which  I  think  could  be  passed  between 
now  and  one  o'clock. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  that  a  few 
moments  since  tbe  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations  asked  to  have  the 
remainder  of  the  morning  hour  after  tbe  cur- 
rent morning  business  set  aside  for  the  de- 
ficiency appropriation  bill,  which  was  granted. 
That  does  not  bar  tbe  Senator,  however,  from 
making  his  request  The  Chair  will  ask  the 
Senator  from  California  to  notice  tbe  request 
of  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  seven  bills  from 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  none  of  which, 
I  think,  will  give  rise  to  debate.  If  any  one  of 
them  should,  I  would  be  willing  to  lay  aside 
that  bill.  These  bills  ought  to  be  passed. 
They  are  all  reported  favorably.  We  had  not 
time  to  reach  them  the  other  day,  and  I  think 
between  now  and  one  o'clock  the  Senate  could 
pass  all  of  them  probably,  if  the  Senator  will 
allow  me  to  take  them  up  now.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  he  expects  to  get  through  with  the 
deficiency  bill  during  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  we  can,  if  we  have  the 
time  allotted  to  us. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  shall  not  enter  into  a 
controversy  with  the  Senator  if  he  expects  to 
get  through  with  that  bill.  But  these  are  bills 
I  think  that  he  would  be  for,  certainly  the 
most  of  them. 

Mr.  COLE.  At  almost  any  other  time,  I  pre- 
sume, I  should  be ;  but  not  now. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  shall  not  antagonize 
with  the  Senator. 

NAVT  DEPARTMBNT. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine,  submitted  the 
following  resolution  ;  which  was  considered  by 
unanimous  consent,  and  agreed  to : 

Betolved,  Tbat  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
directed  to  communioate  to  tbe  Senate  whether  any. 
and  if  so,  what,  assistance  has  been  rendered  by  the 
Navy  Department  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions 
of  the  second  section  of  the  act  entitled  "An  act  to 
encourage  and  facilitate  telegraphic  communica- 
tion between  the  eastern  and  western  continents," 
approved  July  1, 1864,  and  at  what  expense  to  the* 
United  States. 

TBLLOWSTONB  REPORT. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  Committee  on  Print- 
ing, to  whom  was  referred  the  report  on  the 
Yellowstone  river,  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port two  resolutions. 
The  resolutions  were  read,  as  follows : 

Betolvtd,  That  the  reports  transmitted  by  the 
chief  of  engineers  on  the  valley  of  the  Yellowstone 
river  be  printed. 

Betolvedt  That  six  thousand  additional  copies  of 
the  reports  transmitted  by  the  chief  of  engineers  on 
tbe  valley  of  the  Yellowstone  river  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.      Whose  report  is  that? 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  I  have  forgotten  the 
name  of  the  officer.  It  is  the  report  just  sub- 
mitted. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  pre- 
sented it  tbe  other  day.  The  Secretary  thinks 
it  was  Lieutenant  Simpson's  report.  It  was 
transmitted  with  a  request  tbat  it  should  be 
printed,  as  it  embraces  intereating  information 
not  yet  communicated  to  Congress. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  no  objection  to 
the  resolutions. 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to. 

AGRICULTURAL  CONVENTION. 

Mr.  ANTHONY.  The  same  comnaittee,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  resolution  to  print  extra 
copies  of  the  proceedings  of  delegates  from 
agricultural  colleges,  &c.,  have  instructed  me 
to  report  a  Senate  resolution  and  a  concur- 
rent resolution  as  a  substitute  for  the  original. 
The  substitutes  only  need  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Eetolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  convention 
of  delegates  from  agricultural  colleges.  State  agri- 
cultural sooieties,  &c.,  held  in  tbncity  of  Wnshjng- 
ton  on  tbe  15th,  16tb.  and  17th  of  February,  1872,  and 


communicated  to  the  Senate  by  the  Commissioner 
of  As[riculture^  be  printed,  and  that  four  thousand 
additional  copies  be  printed,  of  which  fideen  hun- 
dred shall  bo  for  tbe  use  of  the  Senate,  and  twenty- 
five  hundred  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  Commissioner 
of  Agriculture. 

The  resolution  was  considered  by  unanimous 

consent,  and  agreed  to. 

Tbe  Secretary  read  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved  by  the  Senate,  (the  House  of  Representa- 
tives concurring,)  That  there  be  printed  twenty-one 
thousand  additional  copies  of  the  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  convention  of  delegates  from  agri- 
cultural colleges.  State  agricultural  societies.  &c.. 
beld  in  the  city  of  Wsshlngton  on  the  15th.  16th,  and 
17th  of  February,  1872,  and  communicated  to  the 
Senate  by  tbQ  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  of  which 
five  hundred  copies  shall  be  for  the.  use  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  six  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  tbe  House, 
and  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  copies  for  the 
use  of  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  (of  which 
one  hundred  copies  shall  be  supplied  to  each  dele- 
gate to  the  convention.) 

Tbe  resolution  wAs  considered  by  unanimous 
consent,  aad  agreed  to. 

DEFICIENCY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  morning 
business  having  concluded,  the  Senate  re- 
sumes the  consideration  of  the  deficiency  bill, 
the  pending  question  being  on  the  amendment 
of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  [Mr.  Morrill] 
in  regard  to  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  L desire  to  appeal  to  the 
Senator  from  California  to  allow  me  to  call 
up  a  bill  that  I  reported  some  time  since,  on 
which  I  wish  to  occupy  about  fifteen  minntes 
in  explanation. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senator  will  not 
ask  it  now.  I  have  had  to  refuse  two  or 
three  who  have  made  applications  of  a  similar 
nature. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  When  a  Senator  gives 
notice  that  he  desires  to  address  tbe  Senate, 
we  always  yield,  and  I  hope  the  Senator  from 
California  will  not  object  to  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT,  The  Senator 
from  California  desires  the  Senator  from  Min- 
nesota to  postpone  the  request  until  after  one 
o'clock. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Will  the  Senator  guarantee 
me  fifteen  minutes  then? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  cannot  make  a  guarantee 
for  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  deficiency 
bill  is  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.  The  Senator  will  have  the 
whole  evening  for  the  purpose  of  consider- 
ing a  bill  be  has  in  charge ;  and  that  will  afford 
him  a  first  rate  opportunity  to  make  his  speech. 
I  suppose  he  did  not  think  of  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  tbe  Sen- 
ator  from  California  insist  on  going  on  with  the 
deficiency  bill? 

Mr.  COLE.     I  should  like  to  start  in  on  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  is  before 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1664)  making  appropriations  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  30,  1872,  and  for  former  years,  and 
for  other  purposes,  tbe  pending  question  being 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Morrill,  of  Ver- 
mont, to  insert  as  an  additional  section  the 
following: 

Skc.  — .  Thatthejurisdictionof  theCourtof  Claimi 
shall  not  extend  to  or  include  any  claim  for  any 
abandoned  or  captured  property  received  or  col- 
lected either  by  the  civil  or  military  authorities  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  act  approved  March  12. 
1863,  entitled  *'An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection 
of  abandoned  property,  and  for  the  prevention  of 
frauds  in  insurrectionary  districts  within  the  United 
States."  nor  under  any  act  amendatory  thereof  or  in 
relation  thereto;  but  the  said  conrtshall  have  juris- 
diction only  in  cases  duly  commenced  in  said  court 
within  two  years  after  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion, when  it  shall  be  established  as  a  fact,  by  proof 
satisfactory  to  said  court,  that  the  owner  of  such 
property  has  never,  in  fact,  civen  any  aid  or  comfort 
to  said  rebellion  ;  and  no  judgment  of  said  court,  in 
any  case,  under  said  acts  shall  be  paid,  unless  such 
finding  shall  be  stated  as  a  proven  fact  in  the  judg- 
ment of  said  court. 

Mr.  BAYARD.    Mr. .  President,  I  said  a 
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few  words  upon  this  amendment  on  Friday, 
when  it  was  nrst  proposed,  with  regard  to  the 
propriety  of  referring  the  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary.  I  am  clear  that  such 
a  motion  is  proper,  and  should  prevail. 

The  creation  of  the  Court  of  Claims  in  1855 
was  for  the  express  obje'ct  of  relieving  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress  from  the  examination  of 
this  class  of  cases  of  which  the  constitution  of 
the  two  Houses  reudered  them  peculiarly  un- 
fitted properly  to  take  cognizance.  The  erec- 
tion ot  that  tribunal,  in  which  individuals  hav- 
ing claims  against  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  arising  out  of  matters  of  contract  with 
the  Government,  contracts  either  express  or 
implied,  was  found  to  be  necessary,  from  the 
fact  that  it  almost  became  the  rule  that  mer- 
itorious claims  failed  to  receive  the  assent 
of  Congress,  and  those  which  were  paid  were 
those  which  had  least  merit  and  justice,  and 
had  a  fictitious  or  fraudulent  basis.  After 
a  long  experience,  the  Court  of  Claims  was 
erected  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  tri- 
bunal with  the  proper  machinery  for  the  admin- 
istration of  justice  between  the  Government 
and  its  citizens,  and  to  protect  -the  Treasury 
against  fraudulent  and  fictitious  claims,  and  to 
enable  a  suitor  under  the  great  principles  of 
right  to  obtain  redress  speedily  and  without 
undue  trouble  or  expense. 

I  do  not  propose  to  recapitulate  all  the  rea- 
sons for  the  creation  of  that  court.  If  there 
were  none  other  than  that  it  would  destroy  the 
tribe  of  lobbyists,  that  it  would  remit  these 
questions  to  a  tribunal  where  outside  and  im- 
proper influences  could  have  no  effect,  that 
of  itself  would  be  such  a  blessing  to  the 
country,  and  so  positively  demanded,  as  alone 
to  be  sufiBcient  to  recommend  the  creation  of 
such  a  court  if  it  did  not  already  exist.  But 
Congress  did  in  1855  create  this  tribunal,  and 
I  submit  to  the  intelligence  of  Senators  whether 
the  Court  of  Claims,  as  it  has  been  conducted, 
both  in  regard  to  the  substantial  results,  in  re- 
gard to  the  ability — the  high  order  of  ability 
and  integrity  which  has  been  displayed  by  the 
gentlemen  who  have  controlled  its  deliber- 
ations— has  not  amply  justified  the  wisdom  of 
Congress  in  putting  it  in  operation.  There 
cannot  be  in  this  country  two  opinions  among 
disinterested  and  intelligent  men  on  that  sub- 
ject. 

In  July,  1870,  an  attempt  was  made  to  in- 
terfere with  the  jurisdiction  of  that  court  and 
to  control  its  judgments.     No  one  has  charged 
or  even  suspected  that  the  scales  of  justice 
have  not  been  fairly  and  e<|uably  hela.     No 
one  has  impeached  the  legality,  or  at  least  the 
intended  legality  of  the  decisions  of  the  tri- 
bunal.    The  Government  has  always  been 
represented  before  that  tribunal  by  its  own 
omcers,  with  the  assistance  of  such  counsel  as 
have  been  called  in  for  the  trial  of  special 
cases.    There  has  been  ample  representation 
to  protect  the  Treasury  against  any  undue 
claim,  and  there  is  withal  the  right  of  appeal 
from  the  judgments  of  that  court  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  in  all  cases  where  the  represent- 
atives of  the  Government  see  fit  to  demand  it. 
What  opportunity,  therefore,  is  there  fur  an 
erroneous  judgment  to  be  rendered?     Wha( 
chance  is  there  for  loss  to  the  Government  ? 
Certainly  there  is  none.     The  interests  of  the 
Government  are  as  fully  protected  as  intelli- 
gent care  could  possibly  i>rotect  them.     But 
m  the  appropriation  act  of  1870,  upon  a  bill 
in  no  way  connected  with  the  subject,  without 
any  notification  that  there  was  an  intention  to 
change  the  law  establishing  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court,  without  reference  to  or  report  from 
any  committee  who  had  duly  examined  it,  an 
amendment,  which  was  in  itself  a  law  depriv- 
ing the  court  of  its  jurisdiction,  nay,  further, 
reaching  to  the  unprecedented  and  most  un- 
warranted extent  of  almost  ordering  a  codrdin- 
ate  branch  of  this  Government  what  judgments 
they  should  render  in  the  exercise  of  their  own 
independent  jurisdiction,  was  attached  to  one 
of  the  appropriation  bills. 


Mr.  President,  I  cannot  but  consider  pro- 
curing legislation  by  such  amendments  to 
appropriation  bills  as  a  vicious  system.  The 
then  Senator  from  Missouri  offered  an  amend- 
ment, which  has  been  subsequently  known  by 
his  name  as  the  Drake  amendment,  to  the 
appropriation  bill  of  1870,  which  had  the 
direct  effect  of  interfering  with  the  independ- 
ent judgment  of  this  tribunal  which  we  had 
erected  fqr  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the 
justice  or  the  contrary  of  claims  against  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and  con- 
tained elements  which  were  utterly  shocking 
and  repugnant  to  my  sense  of  justice  and  pro- 
priety, the  adoption  of  which  at  that  time  I 
and  a  few  others  who  acted  with  me  endeav- 
ored to  defeat,  but  which  nevertheless  became 
the  law  of  the  land  pro  forma  by  the  vote  of 
Congress,  and  received  the  assent  of  the  Exec* 
utive. 

That  is  called  the  Drake  amendment ;  but 
whether  Mr.  Drake  had  anything  to  do  with  the 

E reparation  of  that  amendment  may  very  well 
e  doubted.  That  he  was  merely  put  forward 
as  the  figure-head  to  offer  it  and  procure  its 
adoption,  is  a  thing  that  may  very  well  be 
believed.  Nevertheless,  it  was  adopted,  to  the 
scandal  of  the  legislation  of  this  country.  It 
was  a  direct  attempt  to  invade  the  clear  prerog- 
atives of  the  Executive  to  grant  pardons. 
There  is  not  within  the  powers  delegated 
under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
a  more  unreserved,  distinct,  explicit  grant  of 
power  than  that  of  pardon.  There  is  but  one 
class  of  cases  in  which  the  power  of  pardon  is 
withheld  from  the  President.  By  the  second 
section  of  the  second  article  of  the  Constitu- 
tion it  is  provided : 

"  He  [the  President!  shall  have  power  to  grant  re- 

§  neves  and  pardons  for  offenses  against  the  United 
tates,  except  in  oasee  of  impeachment." 

There  is  not  in  the  Constitution  a  more  dis- 
tinct, explicit,  unrestrained  grant  of  power 
than  is  there  made  to  the  Executive.  The 
object  and  the  effect  of  the  Drake  amend- 
ment was  to  invade  and  limit  that  power,  and, 
with  ingenuity  most  discreditable  in  my  opin- 
ion, to  turn  an  act  of  grace,  of  pardon  granted 
to  a  repentant  citizen,  into  an  act  of  conclu- 
sive condemnation.  Sir,  such  a  law  has  no 
precedent  in  civilized  legislation  of  which  I 
have  any  knowledge.  That  a  man  should  be 
invited  to  come  forward  to  ask  for  amnesty,  to 
ask  for  pardon,  to  have  it  granted  to  him  upon 
conditions,  to  perform  those  conditions,  and 
then  find  that  that  which  he  was  induced  to 
apply  for  under  a  fair  promise,  that  which  he 
obtained  under  the  liberal,  the  beneficent,  the 
Christian  features  of  the  charter  of  his  coun- 
try's Government,  was  by  legislative  legerde- 
main turned  into  proof  conclusive  of  his  guilt 
that  should  exclude  him  from  the  very  benefits 
that  the  pardon  was  designed  to  obtain  for 
him,  would  certainly  seem  shocking  to  the 
moral  sense  of  mankind.  Such  was  the  opin- 
ion that  I  and  the  minority  in  this  Chamber 
held  and  expressed  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  amendment.  Such  were  the  opinions 
that  we  expressed  subsequently  when  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  repeal  this  Drake  amend- 
ment, but  with  ill- success. 

Since  that  time,  however,  that  amendment 
has  passed  under  the  criticism  of  the  tribunal 
of  last  resort  in  this  country  for  the  adjudica- 
tion of  our  laws,  and  it  has  been  condemned 
in  so  positive,  in  so  significant  a  manner,  that 
so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends  there  has  been 
no  precedent  in  which  the  Supreme  Court  have 
so  unhesitatingly  and  unreservedly  condemned 
the  invalidity  of  an  act  of  Congress  as  in  the 
case  of  this  same  Drake  amendment.  At 
the  December  term,  1871,  in  the  case  of  the 
United  States  appellants  vs.  John  A.  Klein, 
surviving  administrator  of  Victor  F.  Wilson, 
deceased,  the  opinion  of  the  court  was  delivered 
by  the  Chief  Justice,  and  so  far  as  the  invalid- 
ity of  the  Drake  amendment  was  concerned 
the  opinion  was  unanimous.  I  shall  not  trou- 
ble the  Senate  at  this  time  with  reading  th^ 


whole  of  this  opinion,  or  even  lai}ge  ezcracf 

from  it,  but  will  simply  draw  their  attentios 

and  the  attention  of  the  couotry  to  ike  u^ 

that  in  speaking  of  this   amendment  to  ri« 

appropriation  bill,  an  amendment  in  no  v»t 

germane  to  the  bill  to  which  it  was  attM^^l 

the  last  bill  in  the  world  in  whicb   pera&a« 

would  have  looked  for  such  a  legislative  ecftii- 

ment,  so  grave,  so  sweeping   in    its  coose 

quences,  so  utterly  defeating  the  great  ohjeci, 

or  what  should  be  the  great  object  of  the  Gw- 

ernment  of  this  country,  to  produce  &n  era  of 

reconciliation  and  good  feeling  between  thi 

citizens  so  lately  involved  in  nnhappy  stiife. 

the  Supreme  Court,  in  passing  npon  the  aciioa 

of  Congress,  declare — 

"We  most  think  that  Congress  has  inadvertent:  7 
passed  the  limit  which  separates  th«  iedaLativc  froin. 
the  judicial  power." 

And  further : 

*'  Congress  has  already  provided  that  the  Siipres« 
Court  snail  have  jariadietion  of  th«  jadrment  ^f  tk* 
Court  of  Claims  on  appeal.  Can  it  prescribe  a  ral* 
in  conformity  with  which  the  court  miut  dear  vt 
itself  the  jurisdintion  thus  conferred*  because  ac  1 
only  because  its  decision,  in  aoeordanee  with  e«cttii«d 
law.  must  be  adverse  to  the  Qovemmcnt  aad  tar^r- 
able  to  the  suitor?  This  question  aeenu  t»  tu  u 
answer  itself. 

"  The  rule  prescribed  is  also  liable  to  Jnst  ezccptfos 
as  impairing  the  effect  of  a  pardon,  and  thwe  intris^- 
ing  the  constitutional  power  of  the  Bxecaiive. 

^'  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Constitution  th»t  e«ek 
of  the  great  cofirdinate  departments  of  the  ij^v- 
ernment,  the  legislative,  the  exeeutire,  and  tii< 
judicial,  shall  be  in  its  sphere  iadepeadeat  of  ut 
others.  To  the  BzecntiTe  alone  la  intrusted  ths 
power  of  pardon ;  and  it  is  cranted  wi*hoot  iiaiii. 
Pardon  includes  amnesty.    It  blots  out  the  offeen 

fardoned,  and  removes  all  its  penshl  oODseqeeBe«t- 
t  may  be  granted  on  eonditions.  In  these  patiieaisr 
pardons,  that  no  doubt  might  exist  as  to  their  char- 
acter, restoration  of  property  was  expressly  pledged, 
and  the  pardon  was  granted  on  oonditiou  that  vat 
person  who  availed  himself  of  it  slkoald  tak«  sai 
keep  a  prescribed  oath. 
**Kow.  itis  clear  that  the  Legislature  eauinot  eh  acf* 

the  effect  of  such  a  pardon  any  moi«  than  tbcfisec- 
utive  can  change  a  law.  Tet  this  is  atteoipted  bf 
the  provision  under  oonsideraUon.  The  eosrt  if 
required  to  receive  special  pardons  as  evioVoM  <^f 
guilt,  and  to  treat  them  as  nail  and  void.  It  ts  n- 
qjuired  to  disregard  pardons  granted  by  proelASft- 
tion  on  condition,  though  the  eonditiou  has  bcps 
fulfilled,  and  to  deny  them  their  lesal  effect.  X^;^ 
certainly  impairs  the  executive  authority  a^ 
directs  the  court  to  be  instrumental  to  that  cod. 

*'  We  think  it  is  unnecessary  to  enlarge*  The  ku- 
plest  statement  is  the  best.  We  repeat,  that  it  » 
impossible  to  believe  that  this  provision  wa«  v^i 
inserted  in  the  appropriation  bill  through  inadTert- 
ence.  and  that  we  shall  not  best  fulfill  the  dc2i^^^ 
ate  will  of  the  Legislature  by  denying  the  mottac  t.* 
dismiss  and  affirming  the  judgment  of  the  Cowto: 
Claims,  which  is  accordingly  done." 

Now,  Mr.  President,  granting  to  thoae  Sea- 
ators  who  voted  for  uat  amendment  that 
which  they  are  entitled  to,  the  belief  thst 
they  conceived  that  the^  were  not  transgress- 
ing the  constitutional  hmitntions  upon  theu* 
power,  that  they  were  not  invading  the  cl«>ar 
prerogatives  of  the  President,  that  either 
through  inadvertence  or  by  mere  human 
error,  and  by  honest  mistake,  jet,  neverthe- 
less, should  not  the  decisions  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  directly  in  poial 
upon  an  act  of  legislation  by  Congress,  when 
expressed  clearly  and  distinctly,  have  some 
effect,  and  some  restraining  effect  npon  Con- 
gress, and  be  accepted  by  the  country  as  eoc- 
clasive  upon  the  principles  of  constitnUoial 
law  embraced  within  its  scope? 

I  submit  to  the  Senate  and  to  the  coanti; 
that  this  insubordination  to  the  judgment  0^ 
our  highest  courts  is  an  evil  symptom  of  osi 
day.  Why  should  this  attempt  be  made  tc 
override  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  C«aii 
of  the  United  States ;  if  not  to  override  iu  to 
undermine  it ;  if  not  to  go  through  it  or  orcr 
it,  to  evade  it?  for  such  will  be  the  result 
of  this  act,  whatever  may  be  ita  objecL  Ot 
objects  and  intent  we  cannot  speak ;  but  of 
results  we  certainly  can,  and  it  is  reason  ani 
logic  and  law  that  a  man  should  be  held  to 
intend  that  which  is  the  necessary  result  of  ki» 
acts. 

I  submit  to  the  Senate  that  the  Suprefls« 
Court  of  the  United  States  have  passed  upos 
this  question,  upon  the  power  of  Congress  la 
interfere  to  restrict  or  qualify  the  presides* 
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tial  power  of  pardoo.    They  have  done  so  in 
unmistakable  tones.     They  have  ptaced  their 
decisions  upon  the  grounds  of  prompt  and  de- 
cisive rejection   of  that  law   almost  without 
precedent.     With  those  of  us  who  witnessed 
the  debates  that  led  first  to  the  adoption  of 
that  amendment,  and  subsequently  attended  all 
efforts  to  have  the  amendment  repealed,  the 
phrase  *'  inadvertence  by  the  Supreme  Court" 
will  raise  a  smile.     It  was  debated,  warmly  de- 
bated, positively  and  lengthily  debated,  not  only 
upon  the  occasion  of  its  original  enactment 
into  law,  but  upon  the  attempt  made  to  wipe 
from  the  statute-book  that  wnich  many  of  us 
then  believed  to  be  an  invalid  law  and  discred- 
itable to  the  legislation  of  the  country. 

What  is  to  be  the  effect,  Mr.  President,  of 
passing  acts  of  special  appropriation  to  pay 
the  judgments  rendered  by  the  Court  of  Claims 
and  confirmed  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States?  What  is  the  necessary  and 
practical  effect?  It  is  the  abolition  of  the 
Court  of  Claims.  It  i<i  an  absolute  disregard 
of  all  the  reasons  that  led  to  its  establishment. 
It  is  bringing  back  all  the  evil  of  claim  agents 
and  lobbyists,  with  ail  their  varied  powers  of 
intrigue  and  influence,  to  the  Halls  of  Congress. 
Does  any  man  who  knows  anything  of  the  con- 
stitution of  these  two  bodies  pretend  to  say 
that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  or  the 
House  uf  Representatives  is  a  fit  bod^  to  con- 
sider and  adjudicate  upon  private  claims? 

What  is  the  necessary  result?    We  have  no 
machinery  to  ascertain  the  counter  testimony. 
We  have  no  means  of  obtaining  counter  proof. 
The  cases  presented  to  us  are  not  only  exparte 
statements,  but  they  are  sustained  very  fre- 
quently by  the  baldest,  the  most  imperfect,  the 
roost  unreliable  ex  parte  testimony.     Any  man 
who  has  ever  practiced  in  courts  of  law  knows 
that  it  is  possible  to  prove  almost  anything  by  ex 
parte  aflSdavits  whicn  derive  their  force  far  more 
from  the  skill  6f  the  draughtsman  than  from 
the  conscience  and  the  knowledge  of  the  afiBant. 
This  is  human  experience,  and  I  but  repeat 
here  and  in  a  feeble  way  a  part  of  the  argu- 
ments which  induced  Congress  most  wisely  to 
.establish  the  Court  of  Claims.     And  yet  the 
result  of  this  special  intermeddling  with  the 
results  of  the  judgments  of  the  Court  of  Claims, 
with  the  results  of  the  judgment  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  is  in  effect  to 
obliterate  the  Court  of  Claims  and  override 
and  defeat  judgments  of  those  tribunals  so 
well  fitted  to  entertain  and  decide  these  ques- 
tions, and  bring  them  back  here  to  Congress 
with  all  the  inefficient  and  I  may  say  the  mal- 
efficient  elements  which  surround  a  body  like 
this  attempting  to  decide  upon  a  question  of 
fact  in  which  personal  interests  are  involved. 
Now,  what  IS  this  captured  and  abandoned 
property?      Whose  property  was    captured? 
Whose  property  was  abandoned  ?    The  prop- 
erty of  those  who,  as  I  contend,  always  were 
citizens  of  the  United  States.     But,  adopting 
for  the  purpose  of  the  argument  the  belliger- 
ency  oi   the   so-called    confederate    States, 
assuming  the  fact  that  the  territory  in  insur- 
rection was  the  territory  of  an  enemy,  still, 
whose  property  are  you   now  legislating  in 
regard  to  ?    It  is  the  property  of  private  citi- 
zens, which,  by  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare, 
was  not  the  subject  of  seizure  or  destruction, 
except  for  purposes  of  war  strictly,  for  the 
support  of  armies,  or  unless  it  had  been  sub- 
jected to  judicial  action,  investigation,  and 
confiscation.     It  is  not  pretended  that  any  of 
these  processes  was  carried  on  here ;  but  the 
fact  was  that  in  the  unsettled  condition  of  the 
country,  after  armed  resistance  was  at  an  end, 
a  class  of  men  known  as   Treasury  agents 
swooped  down   upon  that  unhappy  country 
which  had  been  the  theater  of  conflict  and 
seized    everywhere    property   in    bulk,    and 
chiefly  cotton,  that  great  staple  production 
which  was  almost  exclusively  confined  to  that 
tract  of  country,  certainly  in  our  hemisphere, 
and  appropriated  it  nominally  to  the  use  of 
the  United  States. 


ORDBR  OP  BUSINESS. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Delaware  will  please  suspend  his  remarks. 
The  morning  hour  has  expired,  and  by  unani- 
mous consent  of  the  Senate  the  Chair  at  one 
o'clock  this  day  was  to  recognize  the  Senator 
from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Loqan,]  representing  the 
Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections,  to 
move  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
North  Carolina  contested  election  case.  The 
Senator  from  Illinois  is  therefore  recognized. 
There  was  no  unfinished  business  pending  at 
the  adjournment  Saturday  night. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  This  is  the  time  that  was 
agreed  upon  in  the  Senate  to  have  the  North 
Carolina  case  disposed  of.  It  has  been  post- 
poned so  many  times  that  I  think  I  cannot  do 
any  less  than  insist  upon  having  a  disposition 
made  of  the  case  now.  The  longer  it  is  post- 
poned, the  more  inconvenience  will  arise  to 
different  members  of  the  bod^  who  are  de- 
tained here  in  consequence  of  its  being  undis- 
posed of.  I  hope,  therefore,  it  will  not  be 
further  postponed,  but  that  we  shall  take  it  up 
to-day  and  finish  it.  The  Senator  from  North 
Carolina,  [Mr.  Pool,]  according  to  arrange- 
ment, will  be  entitled  to  the  floor  upon  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  was  to  be  recognized  by  the  Chair 
to  move  to  proceed  to  its  consideration,  and 
if  it  is  taken  up,  the  Chair  will  recognize  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  The  motion  I  make  is  to 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  North 
Carolina  election  case. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  gave  notice  a  few  days  ago 
that  at  the  first  favorable  opportunity  I  should 
endeavor  to  brinff  before  the  Senate  the  House 
bill  for  the  repeal  of  the  duties  on  tea  and  cof- 
fee. While!  remember  it  was  agreed  that 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  should  be  recognized 
this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  making  this 
motion,  I  think  the  public  interests  involved 
in  the  other  bill  are  such  as  to  justify  me  now 
in  giving  notice  that  I  desire  that  bill  should 
be  taken  up,  and  hope  those  in  the  Senate  who 
&vor  taking  up  that  bill  and  disposing  of  that 
question  will  not  aeree  to  proceed  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  North  Carolina  case,  and  I 
shall,  if  that  is  not  taken  up,  move  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  other  bill.  I  would 
have  asked  to  consider  it  in  the  morning  hour 
if  I  had  supposed  it  possible  to  obtain  nnani-. 
mous  consent  to  do  so,  but  I  did  not  suppose 
it  was  possible  to  obtain  that  consent,  and 
therefore  I  did  not  ask  it ;  and  while  mj  at- 
tention was  otherwise  diverted  the  deficiency 
bill  got  before  the  Senate.  I  trust,  therefore, 
that  the  election  case  will  not  be  proceeded 
with,  so  that  we  may  proceed  with  the  tea  and 
coffee  bill  and  dispose  of  it  to-day. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  have  but  one  remark  to 
make.  On  last  Friday  week,  I  believe,  a  major- 
ity of  the  Senate  voted  to  postpone  this  case 
especially  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  [Mr.  Pool]  until 
to-day.  It  was  then  stated  that  the  case  should 
be  proceeded  with  to-day,  and  it  does  seem  to 
me  that  for  the  Senate  now  to  postpone  it 
again  is  trifling  with  the  case.  I  will  not  say 
that  it  is  annoying  to  me,  for  it  is  not,  to  have 
to  rise  so  often  and  ask  to  have  this  matter 
proceeded  with  ;  but  I  must  say  that  I  see  no 
Senator  in  this  Chamber  having  charge  of  a 
measure  or  bill  postponed  as  often  as  I  have 
been  with  this  matter.  If  the  right  to  a  seat 
in  the  Senate,  which  has  always  been  consid- 
ered of  great  importance,  and  of  first  import- 
ance, is  to  be  postponed  and  disposed  of  in 
the  manner  in  which  this  has  been,  it  looks  to 
me  as  though  the  Senate  was  forgetting  itself, 
and  forgetting  the  rights  of  tb«  States  and 
those  sent  here  to  represent  the  States. 

I  know  the  question  of  tea  and  coffee  is  an 
important  one ;  and  when  I  say  that,  I  might 
ada  that  the  question  of  iron  and  steel  is  im- 
portant too,  and  many  other  questions  are 
important ;  but  the  importance  of  taking  the 


tax  off  tea  and  coffee  has  loomed  up  here  within 
the  last  day  or  two.  It  was  not  so  important 
a  week  ago  or  two  weeks  ago ;  but  it  has  great 
importance  just  at  this  particular  time — or  it 
had  on  Saturday  evening,  and  has  now  this 
morning.  It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  always 
great  importance  attaching  to  the  particular 
measure  that  antagonizes  this  question  of  a 
right  tq  a  seat  from  North  Carolina.  It  does 
seem  to  me  that  this  importance  attaching  to 
peculiar  measures  just  at  this  time  is  strange. 
The  question  in  reference  to  lea  and  coffee  has 
been  nere  for  months,  and  you  have  had  plenty 
of  time  to  discuss  it,  plenty  of  time  to  take  it 
up  weeks  and  months  ago  ;  and  I  do  not  think 
it  is  right  to  antagonize  the  right  to  a  seat  here 
with  every  measure  that  may  happen  to  be  on 
the  table,  at  the  call  of  a  Senator  at  the  time 
this  question  comes  up.  I  only  say  that  if  the 
Senate  is  not  ready  now,  after  a  solemn  agree- 
ment made  by  unanimous  consent  to  take  up 
this  case,  I  do  not  gee  when  il  will  be  ready.  1 
did  not  consent  on  Friday  when  this  was  done, 
but  a  majority  of  the  Senate  did  it  when  the 
vote  was  taken  and  then  we  consented  to  make 
it  unanimous;  and  it  was  only  on  the  state- 
ment that  the  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
desired  to  make  an  argument  in  reference  to 
this  case  that  the  Senate  postponed  it.  We 
were  ready  then  to  take  the  vote.  It  had  been 
discussed  pro  and  con  by  nearly  every  one  who 
was  desirous  of  saying  anything  upon  it,  except 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina.  He  has 
had  time  to  go  home  and  hold  a  State  conven- 
tion to  instruct  the  Senate  as  to  their  duty. 
Now  I  think  it  is  about  time  to  see  whether 
the  Senate  is  going  to  follow  the  instructions 
of  a  political  convention  in  North  Carolina  or 
not. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  will  suspend.  The  Chair  must 
hold,  if  the  Senate  sustains  him,  that  the  elev- 
enth rule  provides  that  motions  to  proceed  to 
the  consideration  of  measures  shall  be  determ- 
ined without  debate  upon  the  merits  of  the 
question  proposed  to  be  considered.  The 
Chair  diHlikes  to  check  aSenator,  but  he  must 
state  that  whether  North  Carolina  has  adopted 
any  such  resolution  or  not,  is  not  yet  before 
the  Senate.  When  the  resolution  is  taken  up, 
that  matter  may  be  alluded  to. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  understand  that,  and  I 
should  not  have  proceeded  to  discuss  it  for  a 
moment  if  it  had  not  been  that  the  discussion 
was  brought  about  by  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania. In  his  great  desire  to  have  the  tea 
and  coffee  bill  taken  up  for  the  benefit  of  his 
constituents  be  made  some  remarks;  and  I 
was  only  replying  to  him  ard  giving  my  rea- 
sons for  the  desire  on  my  part  to  call  up  this 
question  to-day,  and  those  reasons  will  still 
exist  even  if  the  Senate  should  vote  me  down. 

Several  Senators  addressed  the  Chair. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  antagonism 
of  measures  has  been  disclosed  by  two  Sen- 
ators, and  the  Chair  will  endeavor  to  so  rule 
as  to  hold  Senators  within  the  eleventh  rule 
until  something  is  taken  up. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  trnst  the 
'Senate  will  not  take  np  the  bill  in  regard  to 
tea  and  coffee  this  morning.  It  is  well  known 
to  us  all  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Finance  is  absent ;  and  he  would  not  have 
been  absent  if  he  had  the  slightest  intimation 
or  apprehension  that  this  bill  would  be  taken 
up  lOT  action  before  he  returned.  I  under- 
stand that  he  will  be  back  here  on  Wednes- 
day. I  trust,  therefore,  my  friend  from  Penn- 
sylvania will  not  press  his  motion  this  morning. 
There  are  other  reasons  why  it  ought  not  to 
be  pressed,  in  my  judgment ;  and  one  is  that 
there  is  a  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress  as  to  the  privileges  of  the  respect- 
ive Houses  in  their  action  upon  revenue  bills. 
We  have  submitted  that  question  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Senator  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him?  I  will  state  to  him,  in 
furtherance  ox  what  he  just  now  says,  that  that 
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committee  expects  to  report  in  writing  on  that 
subject  on  Wednesday  morning. 

Mr  MORKILL,  of  Vermont.  That,  to  me, 
wonld  be  conclusive  why  we  ought  not  to  take 
Any  action  upon  the  subject  now.  If  we  take  up 
this  bill  and  pass  it,  as  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania desires,  then  at  once  we  yield  to  the 
construction  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
as  to  our  privileges  of  amendment  to  revenue 
bills;  we  yield  up  the  whole  Question. '  Now, 
while  I  am  disposed  to  give  a  liberal  interpret- 
ation to  the  powers  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  relation  to  revenue  bills,  I  am 
not  willing  to  abandon  the  whole  ground  on 
the  part  of  the  Setiate,  by  any  means. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  This  is  a  second 
question  of  merits  on  a  controversy  between 
each  House  which  is  being  debatea,  nothing 
having  yet  been  taken  up.  The  Chair  desires 
now,  with  all  deference  to  Senators,  to  confine 
the  debate  to  the  proposition  to  take  up  the 
North  Carolina  case. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  only  desire 
to  say  that  the  object  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  in  postponing  the  North  Caro- 
lina case  is  to  take  up  a  bill  of  the  kind  I  have 
referred  to,  which  I  think  ought  not  to  be 
taken  up  until  another  question  of  primary 
importance  shall  be  brought  before  the  Senate 
and  discussed ;  and  beyond  that,  here  is  a 
question  that  is  now  pending  in  relation  to  the 
privilege  of  a  Senator  to  a  seat  in  this  body ; 
It  is  one  of  the  very  highest  character,  and 
ordinarily  it  takes  precedence  of  all  other 
questions.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  Senate 
cannot  afford  either  to  shove  this  case  aside 
or  to  take  up  the  other  question  suggested  by 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  North 
Carolina  case  to-day.  At  the  exiration  of  the 
morning  hour  the  deficiency  bill  was  under 
consideration,  and  if  I  may  be  allowed  in  order 
to  allude  to  that,  I  will  state  that  there  cer- 
tainly is  no  business  now  pending  before  the 
Senate  of  anything  like  the  importance  of  the 
deficiency  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  must 
state  to  the  Senator  that  he  thinks  this  is  de- 
bate on  the  merits  of  another  proposition, 
nothing  having  yet  been  taken  up  by  the  Sen- 
ate. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Senate  will  not 
t&ke  up  the  North  Carolina  case,  but  will  allow 
me  to  present,  before  any  other  business  is 
commenced,  some* reasons  why  the  deficiency 
bill  should  be  disposed  of.  Perhaps  I  will 
have  unanimous  consent  now. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  California  asks  unanimous  consent  to 
debate  the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY,  and  Mr.  FERRY,  of  Con- 
necticut.    I  object. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  intend  to  debate  the 
deficiency  bill,  but  to  give  some  reasons  why 
it  ought  to  be  determined. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  would  be  in  the 
nature  of  debate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
it  would  be  in  the  nature  of  debate,  if  he  under- * 
stands  the  meaning  of  the  term. 

Mr.  COLE.  Of  course  I  always  defer  to 
the  rules  of  the  Senate.  I  Hope  that  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Lo- 
OAx]  will  not  prevail  for  the  reason  that  that 
matter  has  been  pending  some  time,  but  other 
business  has  been  pending  and  has  been  before 
the  Senate  oftener  than  that  question.  I  do 
not  know  that  the  Senator  from  North  Caro- 
lina fMr.  Pool]  desires  to  go  on  to-day.  I 
have  heard  no  expression  of  a  desire  on  his 
part  to  go  on  with  the  North  Carolina  case 
to-day.  I  think  he  is  not  anxious  upon  that 
point.  I  believe,  therefore,  that  matter  can  as 
well  go  over  a  little  longer  as  not,  and  I  hope 
we  shall  be  permitted  to  'take  up  business  of 
more  importance  that  is  now  before  the 
&enaie. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     I  shall  not  take  up  five  II 


minutes,  for  I  do  not  want  to  waste  time  in 
discussing  this  matter.  For  nearly  fourteen 
months  the  State  of  North  Carolina  has  been 
without  one  half  of  her  representation  on  this 
floor.  Nearly  two  months  have  elapsed  since 
the  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections 
reported  to  the  Senate  on  the  subject  of  the 
North  Carolina  Senatorship,  and  the  matter  is 
undisposed  of  yet,  although  it  is  a  question 
of  such  high  privilege  that  it  is  in  reference  to 
the  composition  of  our  own  body  and  the  full 
representation  of  one  of  the  States. 

When  the  Senate  heard  the  discussion  on 
last  Monday,  this  day  a  week  ago,  at  the  end 
of  the  speech  then  made  on  behalf  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  it  was  stated  that  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  desired  to  speak 
and  that  he  must  be  absent,  and  therefore  it 
was  asked  that  the  matter  should  be  laid  over 
until  to-day,  that  he  might  be  here  to  speak; 
and  certainly,  although  I  do  not  pretend  that 
that  was  a  binding  agreement  that  it  should  be 
taken  up  to  day,  i  think  I  am  not  wrong  in 
sapng  that  it  was  the  universal  understanding 
of  the  Senate  that  it  would  be  taken  up  to- 
day, and  I  am  therefore  surprised  that  there 
should  be  any  attempt  to  antagonize  anything 
with  it.  It  will  be  remembered  what  was  stated 
then.  I  stated  on  my  own  behalf  that,  for  rea- 
sons which  I  then  gave  and  which  I  need  not 
repeat,  it  was  imperative  on  me  to  leave  Wash- 
ington this  week  and  to  be  gone  ten  days,  or 
perhaps  two  weeks;  that  one  of  the  Senators 
from  Delaware,  also  in  the  same  category,  was 
compelled  to  leave  here  on  Wednesday  next, 
and  that  it  would  be  very  unfair  on  us  and  very 
unfair  on  the  committee  that  the  votes  of  Sen- 
ators should  be  lost  by  reason  of  their  neces- 
sary absence  and  the  postponement  of  this  case 
depriving  them  of  their  voices  in  its  decision. 

1  hope  that  will  not  be  done.  I  hope  the 
Senate  will  not  take  such  a  course  as  deprives 
me  of  my  vote  and  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
of  his  vote ;  and  yet  that  is  the  effect  of  post- 
poning this  case  from  day  to  day  until  we  are 
gone,  and  necessarily  gone.  If  the  circum- 
stances were  not  those  which  I  had  intimated 
to  the  Senate  before,  circumstances  that  every 
Senator  sees  not  only  justify  my  leaving  Wash- 
ington for  the  time  I  mentioned  but  make  it 
imperative  on  me  to  do  so,  I  would,  not  ask 
anything  on  that  score ;  but  under  those  cir- 
cumstances I  do  not  think  it  is  right  that  this 
question  should  be  pushed  off  until  Senators 
who  are  necessarily  compelled  to  be  absent 
shall  not  be  here  to  vote  upon  it. 

Mr.  CONELING.  Mr.  President,  the  claim 
of  a  person  to  a  seat  in  this  body  presents  a 
question  of  privilege  very  high  in  its  character. 
There  is  such  a  question  pending  now,  pre- 
sented to  us  first  by  a  report  of  a  committee 
not  much  more  than  a  month  ago. 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Nearly  two  months  ago. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  accept  the  Senator's 
correction ;  he  may  be  right ;  nearly  two  months 
ago.  I  will  fortify  my  position,  however,  by 
reminding  the  Senator  that  it  is  not  one  montn 
since  the  first  motion  to  take  up  this  matter 
in  the  Senate  was  made.  I  am  very  confident 
that  motion  was  not  made  four  weeks  ago. 
Therefore  no  very  great  delay  has  occurred 
touching  a  question  with  the  qualities  of  this, 
and  having  the  power  that  every  question  of 
privilege  has,  to  assert  itself  against  other 
business.  I  shall  not  vote  to  take  up  the  North 
Carolina  case  this  morning,  and  I  shall  not  vote 
for  it  even  in  view  of  the  suggestion  made  by 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio ;  and  lest  he 
may  suppose  that  some  question  of  courtesy 
arises  touching  the  suggestions  which  he  has 
made,  I  beg  to  assign  to  him  my  reasons  for 
resisting  the  appeal  which  he  makes. 

A  question  of  this  sort,  although  one  of  the 
highest  privilege,  is  in  some  respects  one  of 
the  simplest  ever  presented  to  the  Senate.  Let 
me  illustrate  that.  This  report  admits  of  no 
amendment;  there  are  no  subdivisions  or  alter- 
natives about  this  question.  It  is  whether  Mr. 
Abbott  is  entitled  to  his  seat  or  whether  Mr. 


Ransom,  if  that  be  the  naose  of  his  antar^  .*- 
is  entitled  to  the  seat     It  presents,  tbtmr    v 
to  every  Senator  the  easy  opportnoitj  to  j^  r 
upon  the  question. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Verosont.     May  I  aik  mj 
friend  from  New  York  whether  that  report  s.i 
not  be  amended  by  offering  as  an  amend  apr-- 
that  the  seat  be  declared  vacant? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Oh,  yes,  it  may  be ;  a-.: 
when  that  amendment  is  oner^  it  will  prea^^i/ 
the  very  question  that  I  have  stated  in  ar.otL-' 
form.  Suffice  it  for  my  purpose  to  say  liu^: 
every  Senator  can  forecast  exact Ij  every  q^.^ 
tion  and  every  phase  of  the  qaeation  that  c  i_ 
arise  in  that  case.  That  is  not  so  in  rpgari  '  .> 
a  tariff  bill,  or  a  deficiency  bill.  If  my  (r.^^i 
has  occasion  to  go  away  and  conies  to  me  tVr  » 
pair,  it  is  impossible  that  he  and  I  both  ^rva 
invent  any  pair  which  will  be  safe  and  stkV.^i^:- 
tory  upon  all  the  qnestions  that  may  arise  U}A:t 
ing  a  deficiency  bill,  for  example. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Will  the  Senator  all.^w 
me  to  interrupt  him  a  moment?  The  Seci^:-^: 
certainly  recognizes  that  we  ait  here  as  jodj^^ 
in  this  case,  and  wonld  it  not  present  a  sii^r^ 
lar  thing  for  a  judge  to  ask  to  pair  with  aaoiLtr 
judge  before  the  argument  of  the  case  was  coc- 
eluded? 

•  :  Mr.  CONKLING.  Oh,  no ;  if  my  friend  h^c 
borne  with  me  he  would  have  found  that  I  vu 
coming  to  that  subject.  No  jadjse  ever  de\.t- 
ered  himself  with  such  emphasis  and  pover 
as  my  honorable  friend  from  Ohio  exhibit'-d 
when  he  addressed  us  the  other  day,  havlc^ 
left  in  his  mind  a.  shadow  of  doubt  as  to  kov 
his  vote  was  to  be.  No  judge  ever  delivered 
such  an  opinion  as  fell  from  the  lips  of  xnr 
honorable  friend  from  lUinoia  wiihont  haviej 
an  immovable  and  immutable  conviction  hi 
his  own  mind  of  what  his  judgment  woaki  be. 
Therefore,  when  those  two  jad|ses,  as  I  viii 
call  them  in  answer  to  the  question ,  pair  witb 
each  other,  it  is  a  perfectly  safe,  proper.  ac4 
precise  proceeding;  there  can  be  no  objectioB 
to  it  in  the  world,  none  has  ever  been  fouod  I: 
the  practice  of  either  House.  Therefore  *^* 
Senator  from  Ohio,  who  has  expres^  hii 
views  fully,  if  compelled  to  go  awaj,  can  pair 
with  entire  propriety,  security  and  ceruin? 
upon  every  question  involved  in  the  Abbou 
case. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Now,  will  the  Seaai^r 
allow  me  to  interrupt  him  right  tii««?  I  ess- 
not  pair  with  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  for  hi 
and  I  are  on  the  same  side,  and  bat  one  other 
Senator  has  distinctly  taken  nonnd  on  tW 
other  side,  the  Senator  from  Wisconain.  and 
we  cannot  all  pair  with  him. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  do  not  believe  mr 
honorable  friend  thought  I  proposed  he  shouid 
pair  with  anybody  on  the  same  side.  I  in- 
tended to  say  that  when  these  two  Senators 
judges  as  he  calls  them,  paired  with  ikom 
holding  opposite  views,  either  or  both  of  tbea. 
it  would  be  a  very  safe  pair,  and  they  coq14 
forecast  exactly  in  advance  the  effect  of  thai 
pair.  I  am  entirely  opposed  to  my  friend  pair 
ing  with  anybody  on  the  same  side,  if  b« 
understood  me  to  suggest  that,  I  withdra* 
that  suggestion  or  explain  that  I  did  not  m 
intend.  So  much  for  this  question  of  priv- 
ilege. It  is  certain  to  assert  itself,  and  certain 
to  be  determined  at  an  early  day ;  and  I  knov 
of  no  hardship,  substantial  or  tangible,  that 
will  result  from  a  postponement  for  a  short 
time  of  this  question. 

But  the  honorable  Senior  from  IlHoois 
said  that  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  had  become 
very  important.  That  is  very  true.  Mr.  Prts- 
ident,  without  trenching  upon  the  ruies,  i» 
alluding  to  the  merits  of  any  measure,  I  may 
say  to  thafr  honorable  Senator  that  it  has  grova 
important  for  two  reasons:  first,  the  lapse  of 
time;  and  second,  the  condition  of  bosiness 
in  the  other  House  to  which  it  might  not  be 
proper  in  any  connection  for  me  preeiselj  to 
allude,  which  has  forced  upon  every  member 
of  this  body  a  knowledge  Uiat  immense  wrosg 
is  done,  immense  harm  is  worked  every  hoar 
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by  the  present  posture  of  the  tea  and  coffee 
bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  must 
now  state  to  the  Senator  from  New  York  that 
ill  bis  opinion  the  question  of  whether  wrons 
is  being  done  by  not  aciing  on  the  tea  and 
coffee  bill  is  certainly  debate  on  the  merits  of 
that  bill.  He  dislikes  to  interrupt  and  express 
his  opinion  to  Senators,  but  the  desire  of  the 
Senate  is  not  to  discuss  the  merits  of  a  prop- 
osition until  something  is  before  the  Senate. 
Mr.  CONELING.  The  Chairis  quite  right, 
no  doubt.  I  do  not  intend  to  trench  on  the 
role,  even  in  reply  to  others. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  re- 
minded the  Senator  from  Illinois  of  the  same 
rule. 

Mr.  CONELING.  I  am  aware  of  it;  and 
1  do  not  mean  to  trench  at  all  upon  the  rule. 
I  take  the  suggestion  very  kindly. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  wish  to  make  this  sagges- 
tion  to  the  Senator  from  New  York  with  his 
permission,  as  he  is  providing  means  for  the 
Senator  from  Ohio  and  myself  to  absent  our- 
selves from  the  Senate  by  arranging  to  pair 
for  us,  that  perhaps  we  both  understand  our-% 
selves  and  we  may  want  to  argue  this  ques* 
tion  further.  Will  the  gentleman  pair  his 
speech  off  with  one  that  I  may  possibly  make 
hereafter  ?     Would  that  be  a  fair  pair  ? 

Mr.  CONKLING.  if  my  honorable  friend 
from  Illinois  will  accept  a  compliment  from  so 
poor  a  source,  I  venture  to  say  to  him  that  he 
will  not  be  able  in  any  future  stages  of  the  de- 
bate upon  the  Abbott  question  to  add  a  great 
deal  to  that  which  he  said  so  well  and  so  ex- 
haustively the  other  day. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  accept  the  compliment,  of 
course,  if  it  was  intendea  as  such  ;  and  I  only 
say  by  way  of  suggestion  to  the  Senator  that 
those  connected  with  the  committee  may  desire 
to  reply  to  what  may  be  said,  and  a  wish  to  have 
the  case  fairly  presented  will,  perhaps,  prevent 
the  absence  of  any  Senators*  of  the  committee, 
not  that  they  presume  that  they  could  enlighten 
the  Senate  by  any  means,  but  that  they  wish 
to  present  the  case  as  well  as  they  possibly 
can  in  all  its  aspects.  In  reference  to  this 
question,  it  is  unfair,  in  my  judgment,  to  make 
tUe  argument  that  pairs  can  be  made  for  the 
purpose  of  obviating  the  difficulty. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  lam  sorry  to  continue 
ibis  discussion  even  for  a  moment,  and  I  will 
promise  to  be  very  brief.  I  will  say  to  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  that  of  coarse  everybody 
knows  that  you  cannot  in  the  same  act  com- 
bine all  the  advantages  of  a  Senator's  being 
present  and  being  absent.  Every  pair  that  a 
Senator  makes  implies  that  he  does  not  have 
all  the  advantages  that  he  might  have  if  he 
were  presenL  1  nevertheless  repeat  the  re- 
mark, and  no  Senator  will  differ  with  me,  that 
there  are  but  few  questions  presented  to  the 
Senate  which  enable  Senators  to  pair  with  so 
little  inconvenience  and  with  such  precise 
equality  of  result  as  a  question  confined  to  a 
point  single  and  distinct  like  the  question 
before  us  on  the  North  Carolina  senatorial 
election. 

1  was  going  to  make  one  other  observation 
and  only  one.  The  Senator  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  Morrill,}  either  under  the  rule  or  in 
spite  of  the  rule  urged  upon  our  regard  the 
consideration  that  we  were  going  to  yield  up 
something  if  we  take  up  the  tea  and  coffee  bill 
and  act  upon  it»  I  believe  I  shall  not  discuss 
the  merits  of  that  bill  if  I  remind  the  Senate 
that  the  tea  and  coffee  bill  upon  our  table 
has  no  question  of  privilege  or  prerogative 
conneced  with  it.  Nobody,  I  presume,  doubts 
our  right  to  take  up  that  bill  and  act  upon  it; 
and  if  I  may  say  it  with  entire  respect  to  my 
honorable  friend,  it  seems  to  me  it  is  a  very  far- 
fetched suggestion  that  because  on  another 
bill  about  other  matters  some  question  has 
arisen  between  the  two  Houses,  we  cannot  take 
up  this  bill  entirely  void  of  offense  toward 
anybody  on  a  question  of  difference,  and  act 
pii  that.     Therefore  I  shall  not  vote  to  take 


up  the  question  of  privilege;  I  shall  let  it 
stand  for  a  more  convenient  season,  and  I 
shall  do  so  in  the  hope  that  this  most  urgent 
measure  may  be  taken  up  and  acted  upon,,as 
I  think  it  can  be  in  a  very  short  time. 

Mr.  SCOTT.  I  simply  wish  to  correct  a 
misapprehension  under  which  my  friend  from 
Vermont  labors.  He  urged  as  a  reason  why 
the  senatorial  election  case  should  be  pro- 
ceeded with,  the  absence  of  the  Senator  from 
Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance.  I  wish  to  state  now  as  I  have  here- 
tofore stated,  that  learning  that  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  was  likely  to  be  absent,  I  stated 
the  fact  to  him  that  I  would  call  this  bill  up  at 
the  earliest  opportunity ;  so  that  he  had  that 
knowledge  before  he  left.  I  would  recall  also  to 
the  mind  of  my  Iriend  from  Vermont — I  am 
sorry  he  is  not  in  his  seat — that  the  Senator 
from  Ohio  accepted  publicly  in  the  face  of  the 
Senate  the  vote  of  the  Senate  given  as  conclu- 
sive on  this  question,  and  therefore  he  has  no 
further  controversy  to  make  about  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois, 
that  the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration 
of  the  North  Carolina  election  case. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Maine.  I  shall  not  vote 
to  take  up  this  case  at  the  present  time,  and 
for  the  reason  that  I  think  these  other  matters 
demand  the  attention  of  the  Senate  of  a  more 
business-like  character.  Although  I  agree  that 
this  question  is  important,  yet  everybody  will 
understand  that  it  is  that  importance  which 
attaches  itself  to  a  general  proposition  which 
is  political  in  its  character,  and  which  can  wait 
Nobody  will  be  particularly  embarrassed  if  it 
does  wait,  certainly  the  business  of  the  country 
will  not  be,  and  we  are  brought  now  face  to 
face  with  propositions  which  cannot  wait,  which 
are  exigent,  and  demand  immediate  attention. 

For  that  reason  I  shall  vote  againt  this  prop- 
osition, and  my  judgment  is  that  if  the  Senate 
propo-^es  to  adjourn  this  summer,  we  have  got 
to  consider  those  questions  which  lie  very  near 
the  immediate  duty  of  the  Senate.  We  have 
a  class  of  measures  that  are  pressing  upon 
us  constantly  for  immediate  action,  which 
have  got  to  be  considered  before  this  Senate 
can  adjourn,  and  they  cannot  be  postponed  an- 
other jay  without  detriment  to  toe  public  ser- 
vice. They  have  been  postponed  days  and 
weeks  already,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public 
service.  Now,  I  do  not  think  it  admits  of  a 
doubt  what  the  Senate  ought  to  do.  It  ought 
not.  to  take  up  this  case,  in  my  judgment)  it 
ought  to  take  up  the  bill  which  lies  nearest  the 
public  service,  and  that  is  the  de6ciency  bill. 
In  my  judgment  tea  and  coffee  can  wait  for 
that.  It  will  not  have  to  wait  long ;  perhaps 
that  bill  can  be  taken  up  this  very  day,  and  I 
will  make  no  objection  afler  the  deficiency  bill 
is  disposed  of. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  that 
the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
North  Carolina  election  case. 

The  question  being  put,  there  were,  on  a 
division — ayes  28,  noes  16. 

Mr.  WEST  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays,  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  want  to  say  in  two  words 
that  I  shall  vote  against  proceeding  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  North  Carolina  question,  for 
the  simple  reason  that  I  think  it  is  not  so  im- 
portant that  .the  Senate  act  upon  that  question 
to-day  as  that  it  act  upon  the  House  bill  which 
we  tried  to  take  upon  Saturday  evening  last ; 
but  while  for  this  reason  I  shall  vote  against 
taking  up  the  North  Carolina  question  to-day, 
I  wish  to  say  that  as  a  matter  of  justice  to 
Senators  who  are  interested  in  that,  and  who  I 
understand  are  obliged  to  leave  hercr,  1  shall 
oppose  the  consideration  of  that  question 
until  these  Senators  return  and  are  able  to  take 
it  tip. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Mr.  President,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  set  aside  the  North  Carolina  case- 
especially  to  proceed  with  the  bill  moved  by. 


the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania.  To  my  mind 
there  is  one  complete  reason  why  we  should  not 
proceed  with  that  bill ;  it  is  the  absence  of  the 
Senator  from  Ohio,  the  chairman  of  the  Fi- 
nance Committee.  I  do  not  see  how  mv  friend 
from  Pennsylvania  can  press  the  bill  in  the 
absence  of  the  chairman.  I  certainly  do  not 
see  how  the  Senate  can  undertake  to  set  aside 
other  business  which  has  been  appointed  for 
this  very  day  in  order  to  press  that  bill  in  the 
absence  of  the  chairman  of  the  committee. 
It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  definitive  reason 
why  we  should  proceed  with  the  North  Caro- 
lina case ;  at  least  why  we  should  not  proceed 
with  the  tea  and  coffee  bill. 

There  is  another  reason  why  I  think  we  had 
better  go  on  with  the  North  Carolina  case. 
It  is  that  it  is  according  to  agreement  and  un- 
derstanding. We  have  come  here  to-day  with 
that  as  the  appointed  business  ;  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  we  should  set  an  example  at  least 
of  order  if  we  go  on  with  what  was  appointed. 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  there  will  be  no  ques- 
tion that  the  North  Carolina  case  will  be  taken 
up  and  proceeded  with  to  the  end. 

Senators  remind  us  that  there  are  other  very 
•important  questions  that  must  be  disposed  of 
betore  we  close.  Yes,  sir ;  but  this  must  be 
disposed  of,  and  now  we  are  upon  it,  why  not 
finish  it  and  get  it  out  of  the  way  7 

Mr.  HOWE.  Let  me  say  one  word  more. 
I  admit  it  would  be  a  little  more  agreeable  to 
my  feelings  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  moved  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsyl- 
vania if  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  the  chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Finance,  were  present, 
but  I  insist  upon  it  that  the  Senate  is  compe- 
tent to  consider  that  bill  and  act  upon  it  even 
in  the  absence  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  all 
the  more  so  because  we  know  precisely,  or  at 
loast  I  think  we  know  precisely  what  would  be 
the  action  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio  if  he  were 
here.  The  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has 
just  told  us  that  he  had  ceased  to  struggle 
against  that  measure.  Now,  while  it  might  be 
a  little  more  convenient  and  a  little  more 
agreeable  to  the  feelings  of  some  of  us  to  have 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  present  when  that  bill 
is  considered,  what  is  the  consideration  which 
calls  upon  the  Senate  to  proceed  with  the  bill 
moved  by  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania?  It 
is  not  a  question  of  convenience.  There  is  a 
great  business  interest  of  the  country  which 
to-day  actually  screams  with  agony  because  the 
Legislature  will  not  settle  that  question. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  regrets 
to  have  to  inform  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
that  he  thinks  this  is  debate  on  the  merits  of 
that  proposition ;  but  if  the  Senate  desire  to 
debate  the  merits,  'the  Chair  does  not  wish  to 
interpose  further.  He  has  repeatedly  stated 
that  the  rule  provides  that  the  merits  of  a  profi- 
osition  shall  noi  be  debated  until  something  is 
taken  up. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  think  the  Chair  will  agree 
that  not  one  word  that  I  said  touched  th.e  merits 
of  the  question  whether  we  shall  put  tea  and 
coffee  on  the  free  list  or  not,  because  the 
Chair  will  not  undertake  to  say  that  he  could 
tell  which  way  I  would  vote  if  the  question 
were  up.  I  was  simply  saving  why  we  should 
proceed  to  settle  the  question  to-day,  not  how 
we  should  settle  it ;  but  I  say  we  ought  to  give 
heed  to  this  earnest  desire  of  this  great  busi- 
ness, that  the  two  Houses  should  finally  act 
together,  and  should  act  in  concert  in  favor  of 
the  measure  that  each  separately  has  expressed 
its  opinion  upon. 

.  TheVICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will  say 
to  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  that  he  desires 
to  be  impartial  in  his  decisions,  and  if  he  ruled 
in  order  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  iu  regard 
to  a  great  interest  in  this  country  having  a 
right  to  scream  and  inveigh  against  the  non- 
action of  Congress,  then  replies  to  that  would 
certainly  be  in  order  involving  the  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  merits  of  the  bill  proposed  to  be 
taken  up  for  consideration.  But  the  Chair 
has  so  repeatedly  stated  the  dislike  he  hM  to 
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interpose  with  Senators  under  this,  the  only 
restrictive  rule  on  debate  in  the  Senate,  that 
if  the  Senate,  by  nnanimoas  consent,  desire 
the  debate  to  progress  in  regard  to  all  these 
propositions,  the  Chair  will  not  interpose 
further. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  the  Chair  will  not  feel 
any  delicacy  aboot- enforcing  the  rale. 

Mr.  POMBROY.  I  insist  on  the  rule  being 
enforced. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Objectron  is 
made.  The  Chair  mast  enforce  his  ruling 
upon  this  rule  about  debate  on  the  merits. 
Therefore,  the  Chair  must  insist  that  debate 
shall  be  confined  within  the  rule. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  do  not  wish  to  transcend 
the  rule.  If  I  understand  the  Chair  to  say 
that  my  remarks  are  on  the  merits  of  the  tea 
and  coffee  bill,  I  shall  take  an  appeal  from 
that  decision. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  appeals  from  the  decision  of 
the  Chair.  The  Chair  will  not  repeat  his 
decision,  as  this  whole  debate  has  been  lis- 
tened to  attentively  by  the  Senate.  The  Chair 
thinks  that  the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  when  the  Chair  interposed,  were 
debate  upon  the  merits  of  the  proposition 
which  he  was  then  commenting  upon,  from 
which  decision  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
appeals.  The  question  is,  **  Shall  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Sen- 
ate 7"  And  the  Chair  will  take  it  for  the  guide 
of  his  future  decisions. 

Mr.  CONKLING.    I  ask,  merely  for  inform 
ation,  did  the  Chair  base  his  decision  upon 
the  remark  of  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin, 
that  a  great  interest  was  screaming  with  agony 
on  account  of  delay? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    He  did. 

The  question  being  put,  the  ayes  appeared 
to  prevail. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  must  ask  for  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  110 WE.  I  believe  the  appeal  is  de- 
batable. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  open  to 
debate. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  '  Will  the  Chair  state 
what  the  question  is  on  which  we  are  about  to 
vote? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  sev- 
eral times  in  the  coarse  of  this  debate,  since 
one  o^clock,  has  suggested  to  Senators  that  be 
thought  their  remarks  were  on  the  merits  of 
the  question  proposed  to  be  considered,  noth 
ingyet  being  taken  up  bjr  the  Senate  under 
the  eleventh  rule,  prohibiting  debate  upon  the 
merits.  The  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  referring 
to  one  of  the  bills  pending,  stated  (hat  a  great 
interest  in  this  country  was  screaming — but 
perhaps  the  Senator  will  state  his  own  lan- 
guage better. 

Mr.  HOWE.  As  near  as  I  can  repeat  the 
language  I  used,  it  was  this 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  Let  it  be 
read  by  the  reporter. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  reporter's 
notes  are  not  yet  written  out. 

Mr.  HO  WE.  I  said  that  while  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  convenience  with  some  not  to  take 
up  the  tea  and  coffee  bill,  so  called,  during  the 
absence  of  the  Senator  from  Ohio,  the  consid- 
eration which  urged  us  to  proceed  with  that 
bill  now  was  not  one  of  convenience;  it  was 
the  fact  that  a  great  interest  in  this  country 
was  screaming  with  agony  because  the  Liegis- 
lature  would  not  consider  and  settle  the  ques- 
tion, and  I  ought  to  remind  the  Senate  that  I 
did  not  say  one  single  word  upon  the  question 
whether  that  bill  should  be  settled  one  way  or 
the  other,  or  whether  it  was  a  meritorious  bill 
or  not. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  wanted  to  know  only 
whether  we  were  to  vote  on  the  appeal  from 
the  decision  of  the  Chair  or  on  the  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  to'take  up  the  North 
Carolina  case. 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  subject  is 
not  now  before  the  Senate.  The  question  now 
is  on  the  appeal,  and  the  Chair  will  supple- 
ment the  remarks  of  the  Senator  from  Wis- 
consin by  adding,  as  the  Senator  from  Ohio 
desires  to  know  the  precise  point,  that  the 
Chair  stated  to  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin 
with  great  reluctance  that  he  was  compelled 
to  think  this  came  within  the  eleventh  rule, 
as  debate  upon  the  merits  of  the  question  pro 
posed  to  be  considered,  and  that  if  he  ruled 
this  in  order,  he  could  not  ruleout  any  Senator 
who  should  traverse  the  position  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  with  any  elaborate  ai^u- 
ment,  no  matter  to  what  extent,  as  to  this 
great  interest  that  was  screaming  with  agony 
on  account  of  the  nou-action  of  Congress.  In 
other  words,  it  would  open  the  whole  su  bject  for 
debate.  From  that  decision  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  appealed,  and  the  question  is, 
*'  Shall  the  decision  of  the  Chair  stand  as  the 
judgment  of  the  Senate?''  upon  which  the  yeas 
and  nays  have  been  ordered,  and  the  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  is  entitled  to  the  floor  upon'  it. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  should  like  to  inquire, 
either  of  the  Chair  or  of  the  Senate,  if  the  point 
is  whether  the  Chair  is  called  upon  to  decide 
whether  .a  great  interest  can  scream  with 
agony  ?     [  Laugh  ter.  ] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  not  the 
particular  point  at  this  time. 

Mr.  HOWE.  No,  Mr.  President.  I  want 
to  say  for  the  information  of  my  friend  from 
New  Jersey  that  the  Chair  has  not  made  any 
ruling  as  to  whether  my  remark  was  true  or 
not;  the  Chair  has  simply  ruled  that  that 
remark  was  debate  upon  the  merits  of  the  tea 
and  coffee  bill,  so  called.  Now,  it  seems  to 
me,  if  I  know  anything,  I  know  that  it  does 
not  touch  the  merits  of  that  question.  It  seems 
to  me,  if  I  know  anything,  if  it  he  true  that 
there  is  such  an  interest  which  is  screaming 
with  agony,  or  which  is  in  agony,  or  which  is 
anxious  that  the  Senate  should  proceed  to  the 
consideration  of  that  bill ;  that  that  is  a  con- 
sideration, that  is  an  argument,  that  is  a  rea- 
son why  we  should  proceed  to  the  considera- 
tion of  that  bill  ndw,  but  is  not  a  reason  why 
we  should  decide  that  question  one  way  or  the 
other. 

I  entirely  agree  with  the  Chair,  of  course, 
that  the  merits  of  a  bill  are  not  open  to  dis- 
cussion on  a  motion  to  take  it  up.  It  is  a 
question  of  fact  upon  which  I  differed  with  the 
Chair.  I  insist  that  the  remark  I  made  does 
not  tend  to  settle  the  question  of  the  tea  and 
coffee  bill  at  all. 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  The  latitude  of  debate,  I 
am  aware,  in  this  body  has  been  very  broad. 
Indeed,  1  think  the  Chair  ruled  on  one  occa- 
sion that  anything  was  in  order  if  the  Senator 
who  said  it  thought  himself  he  was  in  order. 
That  I  thought  was  rather  a  broader  latitude 
in  legislative  debate  than  anything  1  had  ever 
witnessed.  But  I  do  believe  that  it  is  wise  and 
expedient  to  restrict  the  debates  of  this  body 
within  their  legitimate  limits;  and  certainly, 
as  one  Senator,  I  will  lend  the  aid  of  my  vote 
in  sustaining  the  Chair  to  keep  the  debates  of 
this  body  within  proper  limitations.  I  shall 
do  so  because  I  believe  it  will  aid  in  the  pro- 
motion and  discharge  of  our  public  duties, 
and  that  we  shall  in  that  way  accomplish  much 
more  business  in  a  given  time.  When  I  say 
that,  however,  I  am  compelled  to  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  distinction  which  the 
Chair  has  drawn  on  this  occasion  is  one  not 
well  founded  in  the  rule,  i  voted  on  the 
division  when  the  Senate  divided  a  few  mo- 
ments ago  ander  a  misapprehension.  I  voted 
with  the  minority.  I  so  voted  because  I  was 
in  favor  of  keeping  before  this  body  the  appro- 
priation bill,  and  I  supposed  there  would  be 
some  member  of  that  committee  who  would 
insist  upon  its  merits  and  the  necessity  of  keep- 
ing it  here. 

Now,  in  the  order  of  debate,  while  it  is  the 

rule,  and  ought  to  be  the  rule,  that  the  merits 

.  of  other  questions  shall  not  be  open  to  discus- 


sion, certainly  that  does  not  include  a  r«f«?7 
euce  to  another  bill  for  the  purpose  of  sli>w   t 
a  greater  importance  to  one  naeasure  «r-..i 
you  would  take  up  over  that  which  is  |>en<;   s; 
and  1  will  state  that  I  would   not  vote  lo  ii^ 
up  this  election  case,  because,  without  dis<  j-. 
ing  the  merits  of  it  at  all,  I  believe  thert*  »«. 
more  merit  and  more  public  necessity  in  r 
tinning  the  appropriation  bill  until   it  sbi  u 
be  finally  determined  by  the  Senate.     It  ^u^ 
seem  to  me  we  may  as  well  vote  witfaoa:  v  - 
cussion  and  vote  blind  if  we  are  not  permit;-, 
to  state  what  are  the  oppoaing^   mea^ur"-  t 
which  the  attention  of  the  Senate  is  iovuc:. 
not  to  discuss  them. 

Applying  that  rule  to  this  case,  did  the  S^ 
ator  from  Wisconsin  discuss  in  any  w&y  -^ 
manner  the  nierits  of  the  tea  and  coffW  b  ..' 
I  think  not.  He  said  it  was  an  iinportaut  U\. 
Well,  it  is  important.  He  said,  1  think.  rU: 
there  was  a  cry  of  agony  from  a  certain  quart»=T 
Was  that  a  discussion  of  the  merits?  It  v&- 
an  allusion  to  the  importance  of  the  bill  i.-r 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  necessitj  of  tak  nt 
up  the  bill  that  we  could  get  at  its  merits. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     Does  not   the  Senator  !^e« 
that  the  language  used  by  the  Senator  fr.n: 
Wisconsin  that  coffee  was  screaming  in  ag.f  t 
was  an  evidence  that  it  needed  ''setiliof : 
[Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  HAMLIN.  As  to  settling  the  matter. 
whenever  we  shall  get  at  it,  the  Senator  «i : 
find  there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  here  ^^  :c 
which  way  it  shall  be  settled. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  There  is  but  one  way  of 
'^settling  coffee. ''     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  would  certainly  ueed 
salt     r  Laugh  ter.] 

Mr.  HAmLJN.  It  would  need  salt  to  savor 
it,  and  although  the  weather  is  a  litile  m'-^rf 
mild  than  it  has  been,  we  might  want  a  lit'k 
coal  to  cook  it  in  the  right  way.     [Laughter.] 

But  this  iswan<^ering  from  the  point]  mak» 
While  I  hold  that  it  is  wise  and  well  to  h'M 
on  to  the  rules,  and  that  we  shall  advance  otir 
business  by  doing  so,  yet  within  certain  iim^'jft- 
tioMs  Senators  must  be  allowed  to  ref«^r  to  nr- 
posing  measures,  or  how  shall  we  know  vKii  t 
of  two  measures  demands  onr  attention  a 
the  present  time?  1  disagree  with  the  Chui: 
always  with  great  reluctance ;  but  I  think  ib« 
limitation  laid  down  is  too  narrow.  It  i*  & 
discussion  on  the  merits  when  yon  proceed  (c 
show  what  are  the  merits  of  the  bill  and  wbs: 
are  its  demerits,  hot  not  an  allusion  to  the  bill 
at  least  enough  to  suggest  to  Senators  the  im- 
portance of  considering  one  over  the  other. 

For  these  reasons  I  shall  be  compelled  to 
vote  against  sustaining  the  decision  uf  tke 
Chair. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  move  to  lay  the  appesi 
on  the  table.  We  have  spent  almost  an  hoiir 
in  this  discussion. 

Mr.  HO  WE.  Let  us  have  the  yeas  and  oajs 
on  that  motion. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and  beiri| 
taken,  resulted — ^yeas  48,  nays  11 ;  as  follovs: 

TEAS— Messrs.  Alcoro.  Anthony,  Bayard.  BUir. 
Boremao^aldwell.  Cameron,  Cole,  Ck>oper.  Corbett. 
Davis  of  West  Virginia.  Fenton.  Ferry  of  CooD<>-v-^i- 
cut.  Ferr^orMicbijraD,  Gilbert,  OoldthwaUe.  Uiml- 
ton  of  Mary  land,  Uamtl  ton  of  Texa«.  Harlan.  UM 
Hitohcock,  Johnston.  Kelloss.  Kelly,  Lewis,  J^ix 
Morrill  of  VermoDL  Morton,  Nye.  Patterson.  Pwoie- 
roy,  Pratt,  Rice,  Robertson,  SauUbury.  :>av>cr. 
Schars,  Speneer,  Snraffae,  Sl«ven$on,  Stockt  >b. 
Samner,  Tharman.  Tipton.  Xmmbali.  West.  Wil- 
son, and  Wiodom— 48. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Buckingham,  Carpenter.Cooklicc 
Edmunds.  Frelioffhuyaeo.  Hamlin.  Howe,  Momil « 
Maine.  Pool,  Scott,  and  Wright — 11. 

ABSBNT— Messrs.  Ames,  Brownlow,  Cmsntrlj. 
Chnndler.  Clayton.  Cracin.  Davis  of  Keotocir 
Flanagao,  Norw«*od,  (M>orn,  Ramsvy.  Sbermss. 
Stewart,  and  Vicker8r-14. 

So  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  qne«tioB 
recurs  on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
noiSf  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  ibe  consider 
ation  of  the  North  Carolina  election  case,  oe 
which  the  Senator  from  Wkscouain  [Mr.  Uowk] 
is  still  entitled  to  the  floor. 
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Mr.  HOWE.  I  canaot  make  any  ase.  of 
the  floor  now.  [Laoghter.] 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSBN.  Mr.  President, 
the  only  objecUoo  to  proceeding  with  the  tea 
and  coffee  bill  that  seems  to  have  mach  force 
in  it  is  that  urged  by  the  Senator  from  Ver^ 
mont,  that  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance  is  not  here.  I  ihiukt  under  the  state- 
ment of  the  fact  that  he  was  informed  by  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  that  this  bill  was 
to  be  brought  ap,  and  he  made  no  request  that 
it  should  not  be  brought  up  in  iiis  absencci 
and  from  the  fact  that  he  has  stated  in  the 
presence  of  ns  all  that  he  considered  that 
question  concluded|  it  would  be.  treating  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Finance  nn- 
fairly  to  visit  upon  him  the  injury  which  may 
irise  from  delny.  I  think  he  would  regret 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  rise  to  a  point  of 
jrder. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Wisconsin  rises  to  a  point  of  order,  which  he 
VI 11  stttte 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  wish  to  know  if  it  is 
sot  as  much  out  of  order  to  say  the  hardship 
)ught  not  to  be  charged  upon  a  certain  Senator 
IS  it  is  to  say  that  there  is  a  hardship? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  over- 
rules the  point  of  order,  upon  a  clear  distinc. 
;ion  which  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  will 
ippreciate,  that  remarks  in  regard  to  the  ab 
(euce  of  Senators  on  account  of  sickness  or 
)n  account  of  other  things,  and  that  there- 
ore  bills  in  which  they  are  interested  ought 
)0t  to  be  taken  up,  are  certainly  legitimate 
ind  do  not  touch  the  merits  of  the  question 
)ro posed  to  be  considered,  because  no  reply 
o  them  will  involve  the  merits  of  that  partic- 
liar  bill,  while  other  language  has  been  used 
)y  other  Senators  during  the  course  of  this 
lebate  that  does  touch  the  vital  question  as  to 
whether  the  bill  is  meritorious,  and  therefore 
)ught  or  ought  not  to  be  considered.  Hence, 
he  Chair  overrules  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  FRELINQHUYSEN.   I  make  this  re- 
nark,  not  so  much  for  its  influence  upon  this 
'ote  as  that  I  really  consider  it  a  duty  that  I 
»we  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 


?'inance- 


Mr.  CARPENTER.    I  rise  to  a  point  of 

'^Mrl  FRELINQHUYSEN.    I  will  quit. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
rom  Wisconsin  rises  to  a  point  of  order, 
rhich  he  will  state. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  As  the  Senator  now 
xpladiis  the  object  of  his  remarks,  it  is  cer- 
ninly  not  bearing  on  the  question  before  the 
Senate  of  taking  tip  this  case,  and  must  be 
ut  of  order  under  the  ruling  of  the  Chair,  I 
bink. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
rom  Wisconsin  renews  the  point  of  order, 
.^he  Chair  thinks  it  is  the  same  point  of  order, 
rhich,  by  parliamentary  law,  cannot  be  re- 
ewed  even  with  the  suggestion  of  additional 
easons,  it  being  contrary  to  the  canon  of 
larliamf^ntary  law. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Can  I  not  raise  the 
ame  point  of  order  on  another  subject? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  same  point 
if  order  cannot  be  renewed 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     On  another  remark? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  same  point 
f  order  cannot  be  renewed  even  with  the  sng- 
estion  of  additional  reasons.  So  the  par- 
aiiieiitary  law  states.  If,  however,  the  Sen- 
ior will  state  his  precise  point,  the  Chair  will 
jle  upon  it  with  great  pleasure. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  raised  one  point  of 
rder,  that  a  remark  of  the  Senator  was  out  of 
rder,  not  applying,  to  the  subject,  and  the 
!hair  overruled  roe.  He  then  made  another 
3mark,  and  I  raise  a  point  of  order  on  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  the  Senator 
ill  atate  the  words  he  excepts  to,  which  differ 
om  the  previous  words  that  he  excepted 
)  the  Chair  will  rule  upon  them  with  great 
leaaure. 


Mr.  CARPENTER.  It  would  be  impossible 
for  me  to  repeat  them.     I  withdraw  the  point. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  withdraws  the  point  of  order, 
and  the  Senator  from  New  Jersey  surrenders 
the  floor. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  desire  to  submit* a  report 
from  a  conference  committee,  which  I  think  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  POMBROY.     I  object 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  report  of 
a  conference  committee  cannot  be  in  order  any 
more  than  a  question  of  privilege,  during  the 
pendency  of  other  business,  except  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  the  Senator  from  Kansas 
objects.  The  question  again  recurs  on  the 
motion  of  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  to  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  the  contested- election 
case,  upon  which  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  and  the  Secretary  will  now  call  the 
roll. 

Mr.  WEST.  On  this  question  I  am  paired 
with  the  Senator  from  California,  [Mr.  Cas- 
SBRLT,]  who  is  engaged  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
If  he  were  here  he  would  vote  **yea,''  and  I 
should  vote  **nay." 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — ^yeas  ft6,  nays  22 ;  as  follows  : 

YEAS— Messrs.  Aloorn,  Bnyard.  Blair.  Carpenter. 
Cooper.  Davis  of  West  Virginia,  Ferry  of  Conaeoti- 
eat,  Ferry  of  Miohigan,  Qoldthwaite.  Hamilton  of 
Marylaua.  Hamilton  of  Texas.  Harlan.  Hill.  Hitoh- 
cock.  Johnston.  Kelly,  Lewis,  Lofan.  Morrill  of 
Vermont,  Pomeroy.  Pratt.  Ramsey,  Riee,  Robertson, 
Saulsbury.  Sohors,  Spraffue.  Steveosonu  Stockton. 
8umner.Tharman,  Tipton,  Trumbull.  Windom,  and 
Wright-85. 

NaYS  — Meesrs.  Ames,  Boreman,  Backlnfham, 
Cameron,  Cole,  Cod kl inc.  Corbett,  Oraffin,  Fentoo, 
Freliughuysen,  Qiibert,  Hamlin.  Howe,  Kelloffff, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Nye,  Patterson,  Sawyer. 
Scott.  Spencer,  and  Wilson— 22L 

ABSENT— Messrs.  Anthony.  Brownlow.  Caldwell, 
Casseriy,  Chandler.  Clayton,  Davis  of  Kentucky, 
Edmonds,  Flanagan,  Norwood,  Osborn,  Pool,  Sher- 
man, Stewart,  Vicken.  and  West— -10. 

So  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

LKQISLATIYB,  ETC.,  APPROPRIATION  LILL. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  North  Caro- 
lina election  case  is  before  the  Senate,  and  by 
the  understanding,  if  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  [Mr.  Pool]  claimed  the  floor,  hewaa 
to  be  entitled  to  it  when  the  consideration  of 
that  case  was  resumed.  If  he  does  not  now 
claim  the  floor,  the  Senator  from  California 
has  risen  for  some  purpose. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  rise  to  submit  a  report  from 
a  conference  committee. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Pending  the 
North  Carolina  election  case,  the  Senator  from 
California  asks  leave  to  submit  a  conference 
report. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  report  of  the  con- 
ference committee  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (U.  R.  No.  1060) 
making  appropriation  for  the  legislative,  execa- 
tive,  and  judicial  expenses  of  the  Government 
for  the  year  ending  J nne  80, 1S78,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  that 
report  being  acted  npon  if  it  is  not  going  to 
take  time,  and  if  it  is  to  be  subject  to  a  demand 
for  the  regular  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  states  that  he  will  give  way  for 
the  consideration  of  this  report,  provided  it 
should  not  give  rise  to  debate.  Tne  anestion 
is  on  agreeing  to  the  report. 

Mr.  CON  f  LING.  If  we  are  to  vote  upon 
this  report  in  a  block  without  inspection,  the 
bill  is  to  become  a  law  absolutely  without  any 
knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  or  any 
possibility  of  knowledge,  if  we  are  to  vote  now, 
as  to  what  it  contains.  The  report  com  mences 
in  the  ordinary  way  by  reciting  by  numbers  a 
long  roll  of  amendments  made  by  the  Senate 
and  from  which  the  Senate  is  to  recede.  I 
should  like  to  know,  and  i  think  other  Sena- 
tors wonld  like  to  know,  to  what  some  of  those 
amendments  and  agreements  relate,  and  there- 
fore I  suggest  either  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table  until  Senators  have  an  opportunity  to 


look  at  it,  or  else  that  the  Senator  having  it 
in  charge  shall  take  the  bill  and  going  from 
one  to  another  shall  make  some  remarks  upon 
these  amendments  to  enable  us  to  distinguish 
them  in  some  way  and  know  to  what  they  re- 
late. I  do  not  care  which  course  is  taken,  but 
I  should  like  before  we  vote  to  know  what 
some  of  these  numbers  refer  to.  Of  course  it 
is  a  mere  leap  in  the  dark  reading  that  the 
Senate  recede  from  amendments  forty -one, 
forty-five,  forty-eight,  and  so  on.  It  is  just  as 
if  any  other  sounds  were  heard  here  which 
convey  no  impression  whatever  to  the  mind  of 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  presume 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  is  ready  to 
make  any  proper  explanation. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  If  the  chairman  is  ready 
to  explain  the  report,  very  well. 

Mr.  COLE  rose. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  If  this  report  is  to  give  rise 
to  debate,  and  I  am  satisfied  it  will,  I  call  for 
the  regular  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  can 
do  that  as  soon  as  the  Senator  from  California 
concludes  his  remarks,  if  there  appears  to  be 
further  debate. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  This  is  a  matter  difficult 
of  understanding,  and  I  suggest  that  it  go  over 
until  to-morrow  morning,  and  that  the  amend- 
ment snggested  by  the  conference  committee 
be  printed. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  have  information  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appropriations 
of  the  House  that  it  is  very  desirable  for  the 
Senate  to  act  upon  this  report  at  an  early  hour 
to-day  in  order  that  it  may  be  disposed  of  in 
that  body.  It  has  to  be  reportea  here  first 
under  the  orders  of  the  two  UouRes. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  to  gp  over  all  the  dis- 
agreeing votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  this  bill 
would  of  course  require  a  great  deal  of  time, 
much  more  than  the  Senate  would  be  willing 
to  have  consumed  on  a  matter  of  this  sort.  If 
any  Senator  has  any  question  to  ask  on  any 
particular  point  or  points  of  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  some  member  of  the 
conference  committee  will  be  very  glad  to 
state  the  action  of  the  committee  upon  that 
point  or  those  points ;  and  I  think  probably 
that  is  about  all  that  will  be  required  for  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Senate.  To  go  over  the 
whole  of  these  amendments,  as  Senators  must 
know,  would  take  a  very  considerable  time. 
Many  of  the  disagreements,  of  course,  are  of 
very  little  importance,  indeed  relating  in  some 
cases  merely  to  the  amount  of  a  salary  or  appro- 
priation, and  need  no  explanation  probably. 

There  are  a  few  points,  however,  upon 
which  there  has  been  action  by  the  confer- 
ence committee  which  probably  wonld  need 
explanation  on  the  part  of  that  committee  to 
the  two  Houses.  For  example,  their  action 
on  the  question  of  the  salaries  of  judges,  a 
prominent  amendment,  and  also  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  squares  proposed  to  be  purchased 
in  connection  with  the  Capitol  grounds,  and 
perhaps  one  or  two  other  amendments  that 
do  not  now  occur  to  me.  Those  are  the 
particular  points  about  which  an  explanation 
will  probably  be  desired. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  think  there 
are  four  prominent  points  in  this  report  that 
can  be  very  briefly  stated.  First,  in  relation  to 
the  appropriation  for  civil  service  reform,  the 
House  amended  the  Senate  amendment  by 
striking  out  $60,000  and  inserting  $10,000,  and 
it  was  agreed  in  committee  of  conference  to 
accept  $26,000. 

In  relation  to  the  increase  of  salary  of  dis- 
trict and  circuit  judges,  they  were  all  stricken 
out  with  the  exc  'ption  of  the  Court  of  Claims 
and  the  supreme  court  of  this  District. 

Mr.  HILL.  There  is  nothing  about  the 
supreme  court  of  the  District  in  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate.  There  was  no  change 
made  in  their  salaries. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  Then  in  rela- 
tion to  the  salaries  of  the  diflferent  officers  of 
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the  Treasury  Department,  there  are  only  three 
retained  in  the  bill  as  agreed  on  by  the  confer- 
ence committee,  the  register  of  the  Treasury, 
the  Second  Comptroller,  and  the  supervising 
architect. 

In  relation  to  the  extension  of  the  public 
grounds,  the  House  amended  the  Senate 
amendment  by  limiting  the  amount  of  appro- 
priation to  $400,000,  and  it  was  thought  best 
to  accept  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  as 
the  squares  may  possibly  be  obtained  for  that, 
and  if  they  are  not,  an  additional  sum  can 
hereafter  be  appropriated.  My  judgment  was 
that  they  would  cost  $500,000,  but  they  may 
not. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  am  satisfied  that  this  ques- 
tion will  give  rise  to  debate,  and  I  call  for  the 
regular  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  demands  the  regular  order,  which 
he  has  a  right  to  do. 

Mr.  COLE.  This  report  will  consume  but 
a  few  moments  longer,  I  apprehend. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  it  had  better  go 
over  until  to-morrow,  and  let  us  have  time  to 
look  into  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Illinois  has  called  for  the  regular  order,  the 
North  Carolina  election  case,  which  is  again 
before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  wish  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  would  give  twenty  minutes  for  the  con- 
sideration of  this  report.  It  can  be  passed  in 
that  time.  Every  one  of  the  provisions  adopted 
by  the  committee  can  be  explained  in  that 
time. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  will  say  to  the  Senator 
from  South  Carolina  that  all  the  rights  I  have 
had  eiven  to  me  in  this  case  which  I  have 
called  up  now  have  been  by  the  vote  of  the 
Senate.  I  have  never  been  allowed  anything 
in  connection  with  it  except  where  the  Senate 
decided  it  by  a  vote.  This  report  will  un- 
doubtedly cause  discussion,  and  we  have  but 
three  more  hours  to  the  ordinary  time  of  ad- 
journment. I  am  satisfied  this  report  will  take 
up  the  whole  day,  and  therefore  I  demand  the 
regular  order. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois  that  the  Sen- 
ate has  decided  that  at  half  past  four  o'clock  it 
will  take  a  recess,  and  whatever  is  pending 
then  will  go  over  until  to-morrow  as  the  unfin- 
ished business.  The  Senator  from  Illinois 
demands  the  regular  order,  and  the  North 
Carolina  election  case  is  now  before  the  Sen- 
ate.    He  reserved  that  right. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  For  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting through  with  the  bill  before  us,  which  I 
think  more  important  than  the  North  Car- 
olina election  case,  I  propose  to  submit  a 
motion.  That  is  one  of  those  cases  which  will 
not  spoil  by  a  few  days'  delay,  and  will  cer 
tainly  come  up  again.  I  think  the  bill  now 
.  before  the  Senate,  as  well  as  the  one  which 
looks  to  the  reduction  of  taxes,  especially  on 
tea  and  coffee,  is  much  more  important.  I 
therefore  move  to  lay  the  election  case  on  the 
table. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  motion  is 
in  order. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  submit  that 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina  is  entitled  to 
the  floor,  if  nothing  else  is  before  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  called  up  the  regular  order, 
which  is  the  North  Carolina  election  case. 
The  Chair  stated  a  few  minutes  ago  that  the 
Senator  from  North  Carolina  was  entitled  to 
the  floor  if  he  claimed  it,  but  he  did  not  claim 
it,  and  the  North  Carolina  case  being  up,  the 
Senator  from  Pennsylvania  has  moved  that  it 
lie  on  the  table  for  "the  purpose  of  moving,  if 
that  should  prevail,  to  take  up  some  other 
measure. 

Mr.  MORTON.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to 
make  a  remark 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is 
not  debatable.     Does  the  Senator  from  Penn- 


sylvania withdraw  the  motion  to  enable  the 
Senator  from  Indiana  to  make  a  remark  V 

Mr.  CAMERON.     Certainlv. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  think  there  was  some 
misapprehension  when  the  vote  was  taken 
before  in  the  supposition  that  the  Senator 
from  North  Carolina  desired  to  go  on  this 
afternoon.  If  that  is  his  desire,  of  course  I 
shall  not  stand  in  the  way;  but  it  it  is  not  his 
desir^  I  think  that  case  should  be  laid  over 
for  this  afternoon,  for  the  reason  that  it  will 
not  be  finished,  and  the  appropriation  bill,  I 
understand,  demands  immediate  attention. 
Some  of  the  courts,  I  am  advised,  are  sus- 
pended now  for  the  want  of  money,  and  there 
IS  an  immediate  demand  for  the  passage  of 
the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  That  is  another  bill,  I  will 
remind  the  Senator,  besides  the  one  that  the 
conference  report  is  on. 

Mr.  MORTON.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the 
conference  report.  I  am  speaking  of  the  defi- 
ciency appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  POOL.  If  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  a 
word,  I  have  no  particular  disposition  to  go 
on  to-day.  I  did  not  ask  the  Senate  to  crowd 
this  proposition  up  for  my  benefit.  I  would 
just  as  soon  it  should  go  over  as  not.  Indeed 
so  much  time  has  been  consumed  that  now  it 
has  become  perfectly  apparent  it  cannot  be 
settled,  and  I  should  feel  still  stronger  inclined 
to  assent  to  its  going  ovelt. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania  has  moved  that  the  election  case 
be  laia  on  the  table.  Does  he  insist  on  that 
motion  or  withdraw  it? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  insist  on  the  motion, 
but  I  do  not  wish  to  exclude  gentlemen  from 
saying  a  word. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     I  desire  to  make  a  remark. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  is 
not  debatable. 

Mr.  CAMERON.     I  yield  to  the  Senator. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Pennsylvania  yields  to  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  who  asks  unanimous  consent  to  make 
a  remark.     The  Chair  hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  Mr.  President,  I  am  very 
much  surprised  at  the  different  character  of 
movements  that  are  made  here.  I  do  not 
know  what  we  are  doing,  and  I  do  not  think 
anybody  else  does.  First,  the  Senate  votes  to 
take  up  this  case,  and  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  is  entitled  to  the  floor.  If  the  Sen- 
ator from  North  Carolina  did  not  desire  the 
floor  why  did  he  not  say  so  while  this  discus- 
sion was  going  on  this  morning?  It  has  been 
postponed  over  a  week  for  his  benefit.  He 
sits  in  his  seat  and  says  nothing  until  two  hours 
elapse,  and  then  says  he  has  no  desire  to 
speak.  Now,  sir,  if  this  question  is  to  be 
tampered  with  in  this  way,  I  say  once  for  all, 
I  will  have  nothing  further  to  do  with  it,  and  the 
chairman  of  the  committee,  the  Senator  from 
Indiana,  may  take  charge  of  it.  If  the  Senate 
will  vote  one  Monday  to  take  it  up,  and  the 
next  Monday  postpone  it  for  something  else, 
then  I  will  sit  here  and  vote  when  it  comes 
up,  but  for  me  to  call  this  question  up  twice 
and  thrice  a  week,  and  then  to  be  postponed 
by  some  kind  of  indisposition  on  the  part  of 
certain  gentlemen  here  to  have  it  disposed  of, 
is  a  sort  of  management  that  I  have  never  seen 
in  this  or  any  other  body  before. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Why  not  proceed  to  vote  ? 
Let  us  vote. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     We  cannot  proceed  to  vote. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  If  the  Senatorfrom  North 
Carolina  does  not  wish  to  speak,  then  let  as 
vote. 

Mr.  THU RM AN.     That  is  right. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  But  the  Senator  from  Penn- 
sylvania now  moves  to  postpone  this  question 
or  lay  it  on  the  table  after  the  Senate  have 
voted  to  take  it  up.  The  Senate  one  moment 
vote  to  take  up  the  question,  and  the  next 
moment  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  moves 
to  postpone  ii  in  order  to  delay  it.  There  can 
be  no  other  reason  for  the  motion  but  delay. 


If  tKe  Senate  are  determined  to   delay  &.< 
question  and  not  decide  it  at  all,  let  then  $:» 
so  like  Senators  ]  let  tbem  act  tow&rd  ii  u 
they  do  toward  other  question  a.*     I  mast  w 
that  I  am  tired  of  being  managed  or  maa:^-. 
lated  in  any  such  way.     It  is  becsoxniDg  offr'r    I 
sive  to  myself,  having  charge  of  this  meft&iL!^ 
to  be  treated  in  this  manner.     Therefore.  I 
say,  if  the  Senate  is  not  disposed  to  take  i:  s^> 
I  decline  having  anything  farther  to  do  wi- 
calling  it  up,  and  the  chairmao  of  the  cum- 
mittee  hereafter  may  manage  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     Does  the  Sen 
ator  from  Pennsylvania  insist  on  the  motkti 
to  lay  on  the  table,  or  withdraw  it  7 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Certainly  1  shall  ^:< 
withdraw  it,  unless,  as  has  been  suggested  hy 
the  Senator  from  Massachaaetta,  we  can  coa^ 
to  an  immediate  vote.     I  want  no  delay. 

Mr.  SUMNER.     Why  not  vote  at  onee? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  want  no  delay;  bat  I 
know  if  this  question  is  taken  ap  it  will  be 
debated  three  or  four  days  before  it  is  d<^ 
cided,  and  there  are  other  measares  of  va^'Ir 
more  importance  to  the  country  at  the  pret*:: ; 
time  before  us.  This  is  a  privileged  qaestioc. 
and  can  retain  its  place.  Nothing  can  prr- 
vent  its  being  acted  on  before  the  end  of  ih^ 
session. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Conoecticot.  Is  debate  is 
order  ? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not,  K 
the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  insists  on  tit 
motion  he  cannot  himself  debate  it,  and  h* 
motion  is  now  pending  and  andebatable.  Ike 
Senator  from  Connecticut  has  directed  atfeit- 
tion  to  it,  and  the  Chair  most  rale  that  delate 
is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  shoold  like  to  make 
an  inquiry  of  the  Chair,  if  I  am  in  order  ia 
doing  so.  1  tried  to  hear,  bat  coald  not  htsr 
the  Senator  from  North  Carolina,  and  I  shoTili 
like  to  know,  if  I  am  permitted  to  do  kl 
whether  the  Senator  said  he  did,  or  did  sou 
wish  to  proceed  to-day. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  wii. 
answer.  He  said  he  did  not  care  to  proc«rrd 
to-day  in  consequence  of  the  lateness  ot  itx 
hour. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  He  does  not  care  aboQt 
proceeding  at  any  time. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motioo  to 
lay  on  the  table  is  not  debatable. 

Mr.  POOL.  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  u> 
make  a  single  remark. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Pennsylvania  withdraw  his  motioa: 

Mr.  CAMERON.  For  that  porpose,  cer 
tainly.  * 

Mr.  POOL.  I  meant  to  say  this,  and  codl- 
ing else :  that  for  my  convenience  I  did  not 
desire  the  Senate  to  take  up  this  qaestion  t> 
day.  I  had  just  as  soon  they  would  take  it 
up  to-morrow  or  some  other  day.  I  did  not 
desire  that  my  convenience  should  have  uj 
effect  upon  the  Senate;  bat  if  the  Senit? 
does  take  it  up  to  day  and  proceeds  with  i:, 
then  I  desire  to  submit  some  remarks  apoo  it 

Mr.  SUMNER.     It  is  up  now. 

Mr.  POOL.  That  is  all  1  wish  to  say.  aiid 
I  am  surprised  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
should  have  misunderstood  me. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  froa 
Pennsylvania  now  insists  on  his  motioQ.  lin 
North  Carolina  election  case  being  before  the 
Senate,  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania  moves 
that  it  be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  inquire,  wb&t 
is  the  condition  of  the  report  of  the  confereac? 
committee?  I  heard  no  annoaneement  of  tin 
disposition  of  it.  • 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  certainly  wu 
not  disposed  of,  or  the  Chair  would  h^ve 
announced  that  fact  to  the  Senate.  The  S«q- 
ator  Bsked  unanimous  consent  to  rept^rt  >'. 
After  it  was  read  the  Senator  from  Ihiross 
rose  in  his  place  and  said  he  would  yield  f<i 
condition  that  if  it  gave  rise  to  debate  lie  wouI<i 
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lemand  the  regular  order,  which  he  did,  and 
herefore  the  confereDce  report  is  not  before 
he  Senate. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  move  that  the 
eport  be  printed. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  not  now 
•efore  the  Senate. 

Mr.  COLE.  Printing  it  will  not  make  it 
ny  more  intelligible,  because  the  report  is  by 
et'erence  to  numbers. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  may  easily 
et  that  report  up  in  the  morning  hour  to-mor- 
ow  and  pass  it  without  the  least  trouble. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  He  cannot  pass  it  now 
ntil  we  understand  it,  and  so  there  is  no  use 
pending  any  further  time  about  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Itcannotbe  con- 
Idered  now  except  by  postponing  the  reea- 
ir  order  and  moving  to  proceed  to  its  consid- 
ration. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  the  Senator  from 
nlifornia  would  direct  his  clerk  to  make  an 
xplanation  of  this  conference  report  so  that 
e  could  understand  it,  and  have  that  explan- 
tion  printed,  it  would  be  of  great  service, 
he  clerk  can  very  readily  do  it.  The  num- 
ers  show  what  the  amendments  are,  and  just 
(Corporate  those  and  let  it  be  printed. 

Mr.  COLE.  There  is  a  printed  copy  of  the 
ill  itselfwith  the  Senate  amendments  by  num* 
ers  embodied  iu  it,  and  there  is  no  difficulty 
I  arriving  at  any  particular  amendment  by 
iference  to  the  numbers. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  you  print  the  report 
self,  with  the  print  we  have  of  our  amend- 
ents  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  every 
sna'or  in  half  an  hour  can  t«ll  exactly  what 
iS  been  done.  So  it  needs  only  the  printing 
'  the  report. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Then  let  us  have  the 
port  printed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  So  I  say. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  If  there  be  no 
)jection  it  will  be  ordered  to  be  printed, 
eing  in  the  nature  of  a  resolution,  it  will  have 
lie  over  one  day  unless  by  unanimous  con- 
nt.  It  is  ordered  to  be  printed;  but  the 
port  is  not  before  the  Senate  at  the  present 
ne,  the  regular  order  being  called  for. 
Mr.  LOGAN.  I  insist  on  the  regular  order. 
The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  regular 
der  is  called  for,  and  a  conference  com- 
ittee  report  here,  unlike  the  other  House. 
18  not  the  privilege  that  it  can  be  introduoea 
ndiug  other  business. 

ME3SA0B  FRO&I  THB  H0U9B. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
'es,  by  Mr.  McPhebson,  its  Clerk,  announced 
at  the  House  bad  agreed  to  the  report  of 
s  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagree- 
I  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (H.  R. 
>.  1930)  relating  to  proposals  and  contracts 
:  transportation  of  tne  mails,  and  for  other 
rposea. 

PRKSIDBNTIAL    APPR0YAL8. 

A  message  from  the  President,  by  Mr. 
>iiACB  Porter,  his  Secretary,  announced 
it  the  President  had  on  the  22d  instant 
proved  and  signed  the  act.(S.  No.  770)  to 
^.ct  two  new  land  districts  in  the  State  of 
ibraska  ;  and  also  that  the  act  (S.  No.  804) 
inting  a  pension  to  Mar^aretta  Becker  not 
v'iiig  been  returned  within  ten  days  (Sun- 
ys  excepted)  after  presentation  had  become 
law  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
ites. 

AMBRICAN  OOUNTKR  CASE. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT  laid  before  the 
nale  a  message  from  the  President  of  the 
lited  States,  transmitting,  for  the  informa- 
Q  of  the  Senate,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
State  and  tbe  copy  of  the  counter  case  of 
!  United  States  in  the  matter  of  the  claims 
iin»t  Great  Britain  as  presented  to  the 
ird  of  arbitration  at  Geneva ;  which  was 
erred  ro  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Rela- 
QS,  and  ordered  to  be  printed* 


SENATOR  FROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections : 

Besolved,  That  Joseph  G.  Abbott,  not  bavins  re- 
oeived  a  mojority  of  the  votds  cast  by  the  North 
Carolina  Legislature,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  No- 
vember, 1870.  for  the  office  of  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  said  United  States 
Senate  as  such  Senator. 

The.  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Carpenter,  which  was  to  substitute  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  as  follows: 

That  Jodeph  C.  Abbott  has  been  duly  elected  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  eommenoiniir  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1871,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
as  such  Senator. 

Mr.  POOL  addressed  the  Senate  in  support 
of  the  amendment.  [His  remarks  will  be  pub- 
lished in  the  Appendix.] 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator  from 
Wisconsin,  from  the  minority  of  the  Committee 
on  Privileges  and  Elections. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  On  that  question  I 
call  for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  were  ordered. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  It  is  within  ten  minutes 
of  the  time  fixed  for  taking  the  recess  of  the 
Senate. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  better 
occupy  those  ten  minutes  than  by  disposing 
of  this  question  that  has  been  here  for  a  year. 
I  have  no  intention  of  interfering  with  any 
Senator  who  wishes  to  address  the  Senate; 
but  if  there  is  no  indication  of  any  such  pur- 
pose on  the  part  of  any  Senator,  I  do  not  see 
why  we  may  not  proceed  in  this  as  in  other 
matters  and  take  tne  vote. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to 
address  the  Senate  on  this  question,  but  I 
rise  at  this  moment  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Senator  from  Georgia  particularly  to  the 
fact  that  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  the 
member  of  the  committee  who  made  the 
minority  report  and  who  opened  the  debate 
on  behalf  of  the  minority  report,  intends  to 
reply — certainly  it  is  very  natural  that  he 
should — to  the  arguments  which  have  been 
made  on  the  other  side.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
he  would  proceed  now  for  the  ten  minutes  if 
it  were  worth  while  for  him  to  so,  which  prob- 
ably would  not  have  the  effect  to  abbreviate 
at  all  the  residue  of  his  remarks,  he  being  in- 
terrupted so  soon  as  he  would  be.  I  presume 
it  would  not  be  a^^eable  to  him  to  proceed 
now  under  these  circumstances,  as  it  certainly 
would  not  be  to  me  if  I  were  in  his  place.  I 
suggest,  therefore,  that  if  no  other  Senator 
wishes  to  address  the  Senate  we  had  better 
let  the  recess  be^in  now,  rather  than  urge  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  to  commence  his  re- 
marks and  relinquish  the  floor  no  sooner  than 
he  shall  have  fairly  commenced  them.  Hence, 
I  propose  that  the  recess  begin  now,  unless 
some  other  Senator  wishes  to  occupy  the  time. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  It  is  understood,  then, 
that  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  will  proceed 
this  evening. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  postal  code 
bill  is  to  be  taken  up  this  evening  by  order  of 
the  Senate,  and  this  matter  is  to  be  the  unfin- 
ished business  for  to-morrow. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Let  us  have  an  under- 
standing what  is  to  become  of  this  case. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  By  unanimous 
order  of  the  Senate  this  matter  is  to  be  the 
unfinished  business  of  the  day,  to  be  taken  up 
at  one  o'clock  to-morrow.  The  postal  code 
bill  is  to  be  considered  to-night  at  half  past 
seven  o'clock,  but  not  to  progress  any  further 
than  to  be  reported  to  the  Senate,  leaving  the 
amendments  that  may  be  agreed  to  to-night  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole  undisposed  of  finally 
until  some  future  time. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  the  North  Caro- 
lina case  will  be  the  unfinished  business  at  one 
o'clock  to  morrow? 


The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    It  will  be. 

Mr.  TH  URM  AN.  That  being  so,  I  have  no 
objection  to  taking  the  recess  now.  ' 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Would  it  be  in  order 
at  this  time  to  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
to  the  consideration  of  executive  business? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  certainly 
would  be. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  That  would  not  inter- 
fere with  this  matter  being  the  unfinished  busi- 
ness for  to-morrow? 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    Not  at  all. 

Mr.  HILL.     I  wish  to  make  a  remark. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  will  yield  for  a  remark 
merely. 

Mr.  HILL.  I  merely  wish  to  say  to  the 
Senator  fcom  VVisconsin,  in  justice  to  myself, 
that  I  was  not  in  the  Senate  at  the  time  the 
arrangement  was  made  which  has  been  re- 
furred  to,  and  did  not  know  that  the|;e  was  to 
be  a  recess,  or  that  there  had  been  any  under- 
standing agreed  upon  in  regard  to  business. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  move  that  the  Senate 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Illinois  to  give  way  to  me  that  I  may  secure 
the  passage  of  a  little  bill.     [*'  No!"  **No !"] 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  We  only  have  five 
minutes. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  It  is  a  matter  of  import- 
ance to  my  State.  I  wish  to  call  up  Senate 
bill  No.  695. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  it  will  only  take  a 
moment,  I  withdraw  the  motion. 

CITIZENS  IN  O&BGON. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Oregon  asks  unanimous  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  take  up  the  bill  (S.  No.  695)  to 
extend  the  rights  of  citizenship  to  certain  per- 
sons born  wiUiin  the  Territory  of  Oregon  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1846.     Is  there  objection  ? 

Bv  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

The  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  proposed 

to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  preamble, 

in  the  following  words : 

Whereas  there  are  within  the  State  of  Oregon  a 
lari^e  number  of  persona  who  were  born  within  the 
limitB  of  the  Territory  of  Oregon  before  the  treaty 
of  June  15,  1846,  between  the  United  States  and 
Qreat  Britain  was  ratified,  and  while  the  conotry 
was  in  joint  oooupancy  of  citisens  of  the  two  ooun- 
tries,  whose  fathers  were  British  subjects,  and  whose 
mothers  were  members  of  various  Indian  tribes 
then  in  the  said  Territory;  and  whereas  said  Terri- 
tory by  the  treaty  of  1846  has  been  confirmed  to 
the  United  States :  Therefore, 

And  also  by  striking  out  all  of  the  bill  after 
the  enacting  clause,  in  the  following  words: 

That  all  oersons  born  within  the  limits  of  the 
Territory  of  Oregon,  whose  fathers  were  British  sub- 
jects, and  whose  mothers  were  members  of  various 
Indian  tribesLprevions  to  the  treaty  of  June  15, 1846, 
with  Qreat  Britain,  be,  and  hereby  are,  declared 
citizens  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

And  inserting  in  lieu  thereof: 

That  all  persons  bom  in  the  district  of  oonntry 
formerly  known  as  the  Territory  of  Oregon,  and 
subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  at 
this  time,  are  citisens  of  the  United  States  iu  the 
same  manner  as  if  born  elsewhere  in  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  CORBETT.  I  move  to  amend  the 
amendmentbyinsertingafter  the  word  *Hime,'' 
in  the  eleventh  line,  the  words  **  claiming  to 
be;'^  so  as  to  read,  **  at  this  time  claiming  to 
be,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States.'' 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  Why  should  that  amend- 
ment be  made  7 

Mr.  CORBETT.  The  matter  has  been 
under  consideration  in  the  House  Judiciary 
Committee,  and  they  suggested  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  do  not  underrtand  the 
amendment.  It  does  not  make  the  clause  read 
well,  '^  subject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States  at  this  time  claiming  to  be'' -' 

Mr.  CORBETT.      Claiming  to  be  citizens. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  If  you  make  them  citi- 
zens they  are  citizens.  It  cannot  depend  oo 
their  claim. 
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Mr.  THURMAlN.  I  ask  that  the  bill  and 
ameodment  be  read. 

The  bill  and  ameodment  were  read. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  should  like  to  inqaire 
how  it  is  that  persons  born  in  what  is  now  the 
State  of -Oregon,  and  who  were  subject  to  the 
jarisdiction  of  ihe  United  States  when  born, 
are  not  citizens  of  the  United  States  without 
any  act  of  Congress  ? 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  think  they  are,  and  I 
cannot  see  the  necessity  for  this  bill,  except 
that  we  are  informed  by  the  Senator  from  Ore- 
gon that  the  courts  in  Oregon  have  decided  that 
persons  born  upon  that  strip  of  country  which 
was  in  dispute  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  prior  to  the  treaty  which  settled 
the  boundary  line  which  we  claimed,  ahd  which 
was  afterward  awarded  to  us,  are  not  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  country  between  the 
Columbia  river  and  the  forty-ninth  parallel? 

Mr.  CORBETT.     Yes,  sir. 

Has  any  court  decided 


Yes,  sir. 
What  court  ever  decided 

The  United  States  dis- 


Mr.  THURMAN. 
so? 

Mr.  CORBETT. 

Mr.  THURMAN. 
that? 

Mr.  CORBETT. 
trict  court. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Then  I  can  only  say,  as 
the  Irish  lawyer  said  in  Pittsburg  when  a  court 
decided  a  case  against  him,  **Holy  St.  Pat- 
rick, what  a  court  1"  [Laughter.]  Weclaimed 
up  to  64°  4(K,  and  we  ^ve  up  what  belonged 
to  us  north  of  49°.  It  is  an  odd  decision  now 
for  an  American  court  to  say  that  we  did  not 
even  own  up  to  49° ;  and  that  we  acquired,  I 
suppose,  by  treaty  from  Great  Britain — for  I 
suppose  that  must  be  the  decision — all  the 
country  between  the  Columbia  river  and  the 
forty- ninth  parallel.  I  think  there  must  be 
some  mistake  about  it,  for  I  cannot  think  any 
court  ever  made  any  such  absurd  decision. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  thought  that  the  enact- 
ment of  the  law  could  do  no  great  harm,  and 
it  seemed  to  be  a  great  gratification  to  the 
Senator  from  Oregon.  [Laughter.] 

Mr.  THURMAN.  1  beg  the  Senator  from 
Oregon  to  think  about  it  a  moment  As  long 
as  it  depends  upon  the  decision  of  some 
judge  who  does  not  understand  what  he  is 
about,  it  is  a  trifling  matter ;  but  for  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  to  say  that  we 
did  not  own  that  territory  between  the  Co- 
lumbia river  and  the  fort^-ninth  parallel,  and 
that  we  have  to  naturalize  the  people  who 
were  born  upon  it  and  were  subject  to  our 
jurisdiction,  for  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  to  say  that,  is  a  pretty  serious  matter. 

Mr.  KELLY.  With  all  due  deference  to 
the  Senator  from  Ohio,  I  maintain  that  the 
decision  of  that  court  was  correct.  1  will 
state  the  point  upon  which  the  decision  arose. 
By  the  joint  occupation  of  the  country 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Will  the 
Senator  allow  me  to  suggest  that  in  one  min- 
ute the  recess  begins  and  it  is  very  desirable 
that  we  should  have  an  executive  session. 
The  bill  cannot  be  passed  in  the  time  that  re- 
mains. I  therefore  ask  him  to  yield  that  I 
may  move  an  executive  session. 

Mr.  CORBETT.    I  hope  my  colleague  will 
withdraw   his  opposition.     I  am  wiiiing-  to 
.withdraw  my  amendment. 

Mr.  KELLY.     I  have  no  opposition  to  the 
bill.     I  am  for  it,  and  was  about  to  explain  to 
the  Senator  from  Ohio  what  the  decision  of 
the  court  was. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment of  the  Senator  from  Oregon  [Mr.  CoR- 
bstt]  is  withdrawn.  The  question  is  on  the 
amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Now  let  the  bill  paos 
over  until  to-morrow,  so  that  we  can  look 
into  it. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    Objection  being 


made  to  the  bill,  it  will  resume  its  place  on 
the  Calendar. 

EXBCUTIYIfi  *8B88I0N. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont  I  move  that 
the  Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  of 
executive  business. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  As  the  time  for  taking 
the  recess  has  all  but  arrived,  I  move  it  be 
extended  for  five  minutes. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
THONT  in  the  chair.)  If  there  be  no  objection 
to  the  motion  suggested  by  the  Senator  from 
Illinois,  the  time  for  taking  the  recess  will  be 
extended  for  five  minutes.  The  Chair  hears 
no  objection,  and  it  is  so  ordered. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  executive  business.  After  five  minutes 
spent  in  executive  session,  the  doors  were  re- 
opened, and  (at  four  o'clock  and  thirty-five  min- 
utes p.  m.)  the  Senate  took  a  recess  until  half 
past  seven  o'clock. 

EVENING  SESSION. 

The  Senate  resumed  its  session  at  half 
past  seven  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
thony in  the  chair.)  This  evening  has  been 
assigned  by  unanimous  consent  to  the  consider- 
ation of  the  postal  code  bill. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Would  it  be  in  order  to 
move  to  take  up  any  other  bill  to-night? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  It  would 
not  be.  It  would  be  contrary  to.  the  unani- 
mous vote  of  the  Senate. 

POSTAL   GODll. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  move  that  Ihe  Senate  pro- 
ceed to  the  consideration  of  House  bill  No.  1. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Senate, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to 
consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1)  to  revise,  con- 
solidate, and  amend  the  statutes  relating  to 
the  Post  Office  Department. 

The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  read  the  bill. 

Section  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  of  the 
bill  relating  to  the  franking  privilege  having 
been  read 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  ask  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  whether  the  section  the  Secretary  has 
just  read  abolishes  the  franking  privilege? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  can  assure  the  Senator 
that  we  have  learned  enough  of  the  temper  of 
the  Senate  during  the  last  three  years  to  know 
that  it  would  be  impossible  to  pass  the  bill  if  it 
contained  such  a  provision,  and  so  we  struck 
that  feature  out  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  am  opposed  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Then  we  shall  reinsert  it 
to  accommodate  the  Senator.     [Laughter.] 

The  Chief  Clerk  resumed  and  concluded 
the  reading  of  the  bill. 

The  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads  reported  the  bill  with  amendments. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ments reported  by  the  committee  will  now  be 
acted  upon. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  suggest  that  in  acting 
upon  the  amendments  the  Clerk  read  the 
amendments  made  in  ench  section,  and  that 
the  vote  be  taken  on  the  amendments  to  the 
section  collectively,  so  that  we  shall  not  be 
obliged  to  take  a  separate  vote  on  a  mere 
change  of  words.  Many  of  the  amendments 
are  but  a  mere  change  of  phraseology,  the  addi- 
tion or  striking  out  of  a  single  word.  I  think 
we  shall  facilitate  matters,  and  at  the  same 
time  carefully  review  the  whole  bill  by  taking 
the  vote  on  the  amendments  in  each  section  as 
we  proceed. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
no  objection,  that  order  will*  be  made. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  After  the  printed  amend- 
'ments  are  through  with,  there  are  a  very  few 
in  manuscript,  not  over  a  half  dozen,  also 
made  by  the  committee. 


The  Chief  Clerk  proceeded  to  read 
amendments  of  the  committee. 

The  first  amendment  was  to  strike  o& 
the  end  of  the  second  section  the  vori? 
herein  provided.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  sectios  t: 
line  five,  to  insert  after  .the  word  *'  sup- 
tendent''  the  words  **aad  one  chief  c^-r^ 
in  line  six,  after  the  word  *'  superiDtende^.  * 
to  insert  the  words  "and  one  chief  ci^^i* 
in  line  seven,  after  the  words  '*  dead  leu^^' 
to  insert  ''  one  superintendent  of  tht  b  tj 
agency,  one  assistant  soperintendeDt^aac  j 
assistants  ;"  in  line  nine,  to  strike  &c(  u 
word  "  eleven ''  and  insert  "  thirteen, "  &  { 
after  the  word  "four,"  to  strike  oqi"l:> 
one''  and  insert  "  sixty -one ;"  iu  lioe  tec  .i 
strike  out  the  words  "forty-five"  sod  tcrs 
"  forty- eieht ;"  in  line  eleven,  to  stnke  t 
the  words  "twenty-three"  and  insen  ^ 
word  "  seventy,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  <!; 
insert  the  words  "  fifty -seven  female  cler 
and  in  line  thirteen,  after  the  word  ''g*sh| 
eral,"  to  strike  out  the  words  **aodf^ 
a  number  of  temporary  clerks,  female  c!e:ai 
folders,  watchmen,  and  laborers  as  ma;  :& 
required,"  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof: 

Four  aaiUtant  menensers,  ten  watchmen,  tvr-?^ 
three  laborers,  one  enfftneer.  one  aasutaot  toci^^L 
one  carpenter,  one  awistant  carpenter,  one  ctsd 
and  blacksmith, two  firemen,  three  fefflal«U''n 
and  such  a  number  of  iemporMT  cierb.  itziti 
clerks,  folders,  watchmen,  and  laborers  u  olja 
required. 

So  that  the  section,  as  amended,  will  r«ii 

Sao.  3.  That  the  Postmaster  General  mv  tp;>  : 
the  following  employes  in  the  Poet  Office  Dn  la- 
ment: one  chief  olerk  for  the  Postmt^ter  G;--n 
and  one  for  each  of  the  Aesistant  PosimwUn  b«  • 
eral,  one  diabarsinjpr  olerk,  one  BaperiDtendesi  »' 
one  chief  clerk  of  the  money-order  crstea  • « 
superintendent  and  one  chief  clerk  of  foreisa  bi-\ 
one  chief  of  division  of  dead  letters,  ooe  .•vpc" 
teodeat  of  the  blank-agency,  one  aaii5Laiit  'i;  r-  - 
tendent  and  foor  aasistaots,  thirteen  elerb  k  f  *■" 
foar,  sixty-one  clerks  of  olasa  three,  forty-f^  • 
clerks  of  clajBs  two,  seventy  clerks  of  elias  one.  it- 
seven  female  clerks,  one  measeofer  for  tbt  F  ' 
master  General  and  one  for  each  of  the  A'<i*'-- 
Postmasters  General,  four  assistant  me«eItffe^.  m 
watchmen,  twenty-three  laborers,  one  eofiBe«'r.''.« 
assistant  engineer,  one  carpenter,  one  ssusuctftr* 
penter.  one  fireman  and  blacksmith,  two  tits*' 
three  female  laborers,  and  sneh  a  number  of  ttep 
rary  clerks,  female  clerks,  folders.  watehnM.  lu 
laborers  as  may  be  required. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  sectioo  fff'' 
after  line  twelve,  to  insert  the  words  "of  tu 
superintendent  of  Post  Office  baiidiog  i^ 
disbursing  officer,  $2,300;"  also,  in  >*s< 
seventeen,  after  the  word  "Genenl,*'  to  u 
sert  the  words  "  the  chief  clerk  of  the  kI'' 
intendent  of  the  money-order  office,  tod  at 
chief  clerk  of  the  superintendent  of  fcrtip 
mails;"  in  line  twenty-one,  to  strike  oatt--* 
words  "of  the  disbursing  clerk  $2,000,"  udi. 
insert  "of  the  superintendent  of  the  h-Ki 
agency,  $1,800;  of  the  assistant  sapericw'- 
ent,  $1,600;  of  the  four  assistants,  $1-" 
each."  4-180,  in  line  thirty-five,  to  strike  •-• 
the  words  "of  the  female  folders,  $600escb  ' 
Also,  in  lines  forty  and  forty-one,  to  strik«  o^ 
"of  the  watchmen  and  laborers,  $600  esck; 
of  the  temporary  clerks,  according  to  ti:e- 
class,"  and  to  insert  at  the  end  of  the  secuo: 
the  following : 

Of  the  assistant  messencers,  watchanea,  sa<l  l*^ 
ers.  $720  each : 
Of  the  engineer,  $1,600; 
Of  the  assistant  enffioeer,  $1,000: 
Of  the  carpenter,  $1,252 ; 
Of  the  assistant  carpenter,  $1,000; 
Of  the  fireman  and  blacksmith,  $900; 
Of  the  firemen,  $720  eaeh; 
Of  the  female  laborers,  $480  each. 

8o  that  the  section  will  read : 

Sbc.  4.  That  the  annual  salaries  of  the  ofieP 
clerks,  and  others  employed  in  thePostOfiet  D«>r.' 
meut  shall  be  as  follows: 

Of  the  Postmaster  General,  18.000;  ,^ 

Of  the  Assistant  Postmasters  Generai.  l3»Jwj^ 
Of  the  superintendent  of  the  meBey-order  ajn^ 
$3,000; 
Of  the  superintendent  of  foreisa  msils.  ^jjf  • 
Of  the  chief  of  dividon  of  dead  lettsn,  tXA»: 
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It  of  Poit  Offea  |>aildint  and 


Uf  Ibe  chief  olarlu  to  (h«An|«uiDt  Poslmuten 
cnrrul,  Ihf  chief  clerk  cf  [l|ei>uner)ntendeDl  of  tfas 
nnur-orJer  oIBce,  aod  tbo  chief  clerli  of  tbe  eup«r- 
tcixWiurrflrciOi  mklls.  tZ.000  <»h  I 
UflbnuPflrim«udeiltofth«b|»nk-t««qoi,$l30q; 
■  ihe  assislufll  wpennwndeot,  |1.6Mi  6f  ^\^v  fuur 
sliianli.  ti.an  «itbb: 


'-?«l!-f!"-»l;8»''"l'J 


Olihti  iq«aeBgar  lo  the  Po8tBi(»tiir  GBncral,  1900  i 
Of  ihe  invj^engera  to  tbe  AMisianl   Poatmnsiefj 
eafTnl.HHOeiuA; 
Oflherw-li 


OfihceiiEinscr.  11.6001 

or  ibeciirpeutai,  *■,:&: 

(If  ib«  naaiKtsuL  ;ar»nter,  Sl.OOQ: 

UflhefirL-innnandbUcliiiiiithriSOl); 

UflhefiTeuieD.t;20em<:b; 

01  Ibe  female  laburan.  $480  euh. 

Mr,  COLE.  I  ebould  like  to  ipqulre  of  the 
itirnian  of  tt)a  committee,  becauee  I  Vita 
It  pregeii^  ju  cammiUBe  V^ea  (hia  tfill  v^ 
)d3idered,  aliBtlier  tbis  section  inore&sea  the 
irce  of  the  Po»  Office  Deparlmeiit? 
ftjr- KAUSEY.  lidoes  uQi  M  ^11. 
Mr.  COLE.  Let  me  uk  Airthec  whether  it 
creaasB  ibe  compennalion  of  tlie  officers  in 
e  Deparlmeiil? 

»r.  KAMSEV.    It  dosi  oot.    Tbare  are 
-obublj  one  or  two  iDStBDCes,  which  I  shall 
iplsio  Fheii  ne  come  jnto  \!\<i  Sen6»i  but 
ily  one  or  two.     It  does  not  increase  ibe 
rce  or  the  compensation.     The  fbrce  is  not 
lite  so  Urge  »ndet  this  bilt  »s  ja  providejl 
r  in  the  rvcpnl  appropriatiou   bill;   but  this 
II  provideH  for  it  dgSnitelj  itnd  apticiQpftllr. 
Mr.  COLE.     Mj    tfaanp   fbc   DI4l(ip8    (tie 
quiff  is   tbat  tpie  bill   will   pfpb^l^lf   l^ko 
feet  iiHoiedifttely  on  its  pa^^Bgei  end  1  8|ip- 
)se  it   is  BO  iBtepde4,  ^"d  it  piftj  be  necBB- 
.ry  10  alter  the  appropnatiaqs  for  tl^e  next 
,cu|  }-e»r  ai'd  in  Re  deficiepcy  bin, 
Mr.  R4MSET.    No,  air,  ▼»)  Bh^fl  not  »ftnt 
lytbing  of  that  kind. 
The  aroendment  wm  "fteed  U). 
The  next  amendment  was  iniecCiou  lix,  tins 
elve,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  prosecute  all 
fKnHMS  against  tbe  postal  laws." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
The  next  amendment  was  in  section  eisbt, 
i   "eiirbc'' 


."5.'"?™".^ 


The  ariiendmeot  was  agreed  tq. 
Tbe  next  amendment  was  in  gection  eight, 
le  aixly'lhree,  to  insert  after  the  word  ''  Ja- 
.ti"    tbe  words    *'and  other  foreign  poan- 
es ;"  BO  tbat  the  claaae  will  read,  "areport 
I  the  pOHial  business  and  agencies  in  Chin, 
d  Jupan,  and  other  foreign  countries.'' 
Tbe  amendiDent  was  agreed  to. 
Tbe  next  amendment  vas  in  aectipp  fifteen 
le   twelve,  lo  insert  after  the  word  "the' 
e  word   "said;"   ilfter  tl(a   iford   '^oath,' 
the    thirtHenfh  line,   to   insert   the  words 
or  alHrmatlon  ;"  and  at  the  e|id  of  tbe  sec- 
>n,  in  tbe  xixteeotb  liup,  to  insert  (hq  ifords 

The  ametidqient  fas  agr«e<]  to. 

The  nest  ^mepdmpnt  was  inq^cliQQ  tirenU- 
o,  liiie  twenly-pne*,  to  sfrike  Ol|t  '^^^  V^^ 
ird  ''and"  the  word  "to." 
The  amepdqeiit  was  agreed  to- 
The  next  amendment  was  in  seclian  twenty- 
ree,  line  three,  to  strike  put  afler  the  word 
laws  "  the  wprds,  "  and  be  shall  direct  auitt 
d  legal  proceedings;''  bq  that  it  fiill  read 
c.  23.  That  tbe  laid  Aadi  tar sb all  FupeHntend  tl 

iDiii'  hB  autboriiftd  by  law  to  MJorfe  tb«  paymont 
hucu  debM  uad  tbeiecoiari'  ofqaobpan^liei  apd 

The  Dmeudment  was  agreed  to. 
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The  next  aqienifineDt  yas  iq  section  tYOnl?^ 
four,  line  five,  (o  slrike  opt  tt|e  word  "  hiaj'' 
and  afierlbeword"  charge,"  in  the  same  line, 
to  insert  the  wprds  "qf  said  A-udiior;  $o 
tbat  the  clause  w'll  rea4 : 

That  Iba  .Bid  Auditor,  or  the  auor  of  anr  oltr. 
asyjuBlice  oF  tbe  p^ace.  nr  tba  ladza  of  nny  court 
of  raoord,  may  adminlMer  oatbn  or  aSimatloDi  In 
relalian  to  the  BlamiDaliaD  aodlatUauiBDt  of  tbe 
tteconoti  committed  lo  obarse  of  i«id  Auditor. 

The  Binepdipent  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  sMtioi;  twsoty- 
six.  in  line  tbree,  after  the  jari  "clerk"  tg 
strike  out  the  words  "one  dishuriine  cletlf ;" 
in  tbe  same  line  to  strike  out  the  word  "eight" 
and  insert  "  qine ;"  in  line  four,  to  a'rike  out 
"  twenty- lb  ree'"  and  insert "  forty  four  i"  ana 
^fier  the  word  "  thirty,'!  in  tbe  fifth  line,  to 
insert  "seven  j"  go  t()at  tj)p  section  will  read  : 

6ic.  2S.  Tbat  tbe  Secratarr  of  tbe  Traasnn  uaj 
upaint  in  tbe  office  of  the  Auditor  for  tbe  Poit 
Odea  Departnieqt  on*  chief  clack,  nine  olarki  of 
clan  four,  forty-four  clerkt  of  cisu  three,  aixur- 

one.  one  mewaDser.  one  auntaat  maweniar,  snd 

The  amendment  w^S  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS-  I  wub  to  ask  the  nhair- 
man  of  the  Oominiltee  on  Ppst  Offices  and 
Post  [loads  what  be  is  to  do  about  adiabnraing 
clerkT 

Mr.  RAUSBY.  We  hevea  dishnrsing  clerk 
Qtherffise  provided,  it  is  all  provided  in  ^ 
previous  section. 

Mr.  EDMUNpa,  Then  the  object  of  this 
section  ia  to  increase  thfl  cWks  pf  cl^ss  faifi 
from  eittbt  to  nine,  aud  that  1  am  opposed  to- 
Eigbt  are  enough. 

^r.  RAUSEY.  ^hf.  Senate  will  see  when 
we  get  a  Utile  further  along  with  the  bill  that 
ilisallrighu  ^ 

The  PRESIDING  OFPICBR.  The  Sfn 
ator  nrom  Minnesota  stated,  in  the  a^*fnoe  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont,  tbat  the  bill  made 
no  increase  of  force  or  conp^Qsttion  exc|-pt 
in  oi|e  or  t^o  cases,  which  he  would  explain 

Mr.  EpMUtJDS.  But  tbe  bcingrqble  Sen- 
ator says  they  hare  a  disbursing  clerk  already. 
If  that  be  so,  and  then  yon  are  to  increase  (he 
clerks  of  class  four,  the  highest  class,  from 
ei^ht  to  nine,  you  increase  them  by  one  too 


not  exceed  tl)at  io  t|ie  present  approprii 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont will  see  by  striking  out  ' '  one  disbnrsing 
clerk"  and  "  eight"  clerks  of  cl^qs  four  i^nd 
pahing  the  whole  number  "pine,"  we  have 
ibe  nine  clerks;  but  one  of  theqi  is  not  a  dis- 
bursing clerk,  but  be  is  a  clerk,  neTertheleas. 

Mr.  EDMPNDS.  Do  t  understand  tbe  hon- 
orable Senator  from  Kansas  lo  say  that  there 
is  no  such  thing  in  the  Post  Offite  as  a  dis- 
bursing clerlip*!-  norninet 

Mr-POMEKOY.     There  is  one. 

Mr.EDMUNDB.  Very  well;  thentheobject 
js  to  keep  the  4isbnrsing  clerk  and  to  increaie 
the  other  clerks  to  nine,  which  adds  one  to 
Uie  force.  As  we  are  all  for  reforrn,  a),  least 
all  of  us  who  are  here,  as  I  see  the  re^l  reform- 
ers are  all  absent  to-n(gbt,  I  tbjii)[  we  o;ight 
to  be  careful  qboni.  increasing  that  number. 

Mr.  CQLB.  All  the  reformers  are  abE^ept 
except  the  Senator  frnm  Vermont.  [Laughter.] 

Mi^.  EDWONDS.  YeB,  Tam  for  Cinpiij" 
natij  as  my  friend  very  well  knows,  [Lnugh- 
ter.l  But,  Mr.  President,  an  the  SSnate  is 
full  now  and  may  wish  to  go  oji  with  rpore 
important  matters,  I  will  waive  the  point  for 

"  The  PHEBIDINQ  OFFICER.    The  reading 
of  the  amendments  wi|l  be  proc^ded  with. 

The  next  amenilnient  was  in  section  twenty- 
seven,  to  strike  out  tbp  sixth  Hue,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words:  "of  ()ie  dishurBinjj  clerl 
S2,060,"  and   in  line  eight,  after   the   word 


The  anendmept  waa  agreed  to. 

The  Cbigf  Cleok.  The  next  amendment 
is  on  page  16 

Mr.  RDMUNDri.  I  wish  to  go  back  to  that 
last  amendment  in  section  twenty-seven  and 
amend  it,  so  that  instead  of  reading  '>and 
$200  additional  to  0<\e  clerk  as  disbureing 
clerk,"  it  ahull  read  "  to  one  of  saidMierka;'' 
so  that  one  of  the  clerks  of  elasa  four,  as  this 
is  a  reaponsible  mailer,  may  be  the  disbuEsing 
clerk,  tbat  he  shall  be  selected  from  one  of 
tboae  fpurth-class  clerka. 

Mr.  POUEROY.     I  think  Chat  is  rigbt. 

Ur.  R&USBY.  I  have  no  objeotioo  to 
that. 

Mr.  BDMUND8.  Than  I  propose  to  amend 
tbe  amendment  which  has  been  adopted  in 
the  eighth  line  gf  that  section;  so  that  the 
clause  will  read,  "  of  [he  clerks  of  class  four, 
SI. 800  eacb;  and  $200  additional  to  one  of 
said  clerks  as  di^ibnrsing  clerk." 

The PHESIUINQ OFFICER.  Tbatamend- 
ntent  will  bscoDBidered  as  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  wis  in  section  twenty - 
eight,  line  one,  to  qtfike  out  the  word  "  the  " 
and  tq  insert  "any;  "  in  liqe  tw(i,  tO  Strike 
out  (be  word  "or  ;"  and  after  tbe  wor4  "  res- 
ign adon,"  in  tbe  same  line,  to  insert  "sus- 
pension ;"  so  tbat  the  clause  will  reai] ; 

maiteiaban  bMome  vacant  byreaton  ofiieatn.  reaii- 
nsUon.  lUBpeoiion.  or  by  Ibe  axpiration  of  thB 
oommiBBion  of  a  poatmwlai  (ii  bia  rejection  \ij  (be 

The  aniep4"ieai  was  agreed  to. 

The  ne<t  amendment  was  to  strike  oat  the 
thirty-first  aegtion,ip  the  fallowing  worija: 

Sic.  31.  Tbat  tba  Poalmutar  Gsaprsl  oay  Ap- 
point oneauperintonrtont  of  [ho  1)  lank -agency,  Btaa 
apnnnl  salary  oftLHOO;  one  nssiatant  anpBrmtend- 

alan  SDiioal  •alar;  offl.DOOaaBh  ;'ud  two  Uboiwi^ 
at  an  annual  aaiary  of  I7dl  aaob- 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  iu  section  [thirty- 
fiyel  thjrty-four,  line  three,  to  insert,  after  the 
Hjorfl   "generaV'  |ha  Wflrds    ''an4  s44j)Brii|- 


laneral  laay  •mploy.  w 


Gen'riif  ni|d7uperinteildeolii  \b  hlBSeparlmMl"^ 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  ^[neP''raBPt  ws>s  to  insert  ^t  the 
end  of  section  (;ihir[ysix]  (ljirt|-five  the 
fpllQwiug : 

And  theAuditorofthaTreasqry  for  tbe  Paai  Office 

vioa:  Md  tP  the  »BPr^P"»''.'"!  f«r  Ihp  froo-dBlinry 
nMem.  the  salary  and  her  diem  of  the  speciBl  useui 
detailed  foi  that  lerrioei  and  the  uiiry  and  PT 
diom  of  [be  apecial  agapta  Bipploywt  jq  ihv  muncy- 
order  (flryiee  ahalt  be  psi^  out  of  lb*  ptof ecd*  uf 
tbat  bnti^eu. 

The  amendmerit  was  agreed  to. 

)lr.  ED^inifP^.  I  am  sofry  to  trophic 
the  Cbajt  tft  go  hack  to  thftf  amepdment,  Iwt 
I  think  in  tnP  W  clause  of  tba(  amendment 
ill  respect  to  tlie  roonej-ordet  service  where  it 
says  that  "the  salary  and  pec  diem  of  Ibe 
special  agents  employed  in  the  money-order 
secvipp  shall  he  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
that  Dusiness,"  It  ought  to  say  "  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  appropriations  for  that  service  ;  " 
because  if  y«u  leave  it  as  it  stands  now,  it 
will  he  what  is  called  a  permanent  appronria- 
tjon  probably :  it  is  in  danger  of  being  so  con- 
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straed,  and  we  have  gotten  over,  I  hope,  the 
notion  of  permanent  appropriations  for  any- 
thing that  we  can  possibly  help.  I  move, 
therefore,  to  amend  that  claase  so  that  it  will 
read  just  as  the  one  above  does,  ^^and  the  sal- 
ary and  per  diem  of  special  agents  employed 
ill  the  money-order  service  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  appropriations  for  that  service  ;*'  be- 
cause all  this  money- order  product  goes  into 
tlie  account  and  belongs  to  the  Treasury,  and 
the  postal  service  is  paid  out  of  it  wherever  it 
may  be  necessary.  My  object  is  only  to  pre- 
vent permanent  appropriations,  and  this  is  a 
mere  change  of  language  fur  that  purpose. 

Mr.  POMEHOY.  1  do  not  know  whether 
that  would  be  a  convenient  way  of  administer- 
ing the  matter  in  the  Department.  I  think  we 
make  no  special  appropriation  for  the  money- 
order  business. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  Senator  will  look 
into  the  appropriation  bills  be  will  find  that 
we  provide  for  paying  all  the  money-order 
people  of  every  kind  in  the  money-order  office, 
and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  I  do  not  object,  if 
my  friend  prefers  it,  to  saying  *'  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  appropriations  for  the  Post  Office 
Department;^'  but  mv  point  is,  and  in  that  I 
am  sure  the  Senator  from  Kansas  will  agree 
with  me,  becanse  he  does  in  all  other  respects 
ou  such  questions,  the  less  permanent  appro- 
priations, as  they  are  called,  that  run  over 
year  after  year  without  Congress  knowing  any- 
thing about  where  the  money  is  or  how  much 
it  is,  we  have  the  better. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  acree  with  the  object 
that  the  Senator  desires  to  accomplish.  I  only 
wish  to  know  whether  we  had  a  special  appro- 
priation to  which  this  could  be  charged. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  will  say,  "shall 
bepaid  out  of  the  appropriations  for  the  Post 
Office  Department." 

Mr.  POMEROY.    Very  well. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  suggest  to  the  Senator  to 
leave  it  this  way,  and  then  make  the  appro- 
priation bill  to  follow  this. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  If  the  Committee  on 
Appropriations  will  see  to  it,  very  well. 

Mr.  COLE.  There  is  a  provision  in  the 
third  section  of  the  Post  Office  appropriation 
bill  to  which  I  will  call  the  attention  of  the 
Senator  from  Vermont : 

That  the  Postmaster  General  Xa  hereby  author- 
ised to  cause  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States  for  the  service  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  the  net  proceeds  of  the  money- 
order  busioesa,  and  that  the  receipts  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  derived  from  this  source  durioff 
eiich  quarter  shall  be  entered  by  the  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department  in  the 
accounts  of  the  said  Department  under  the  head 
of  "  revenue  from  money-order  business." 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  well;  I  am  much 
obliged  to  my  friend.  Then  it  ought  to  read, 
as  the  Senator  from  Kansas  suggests,  tbat 
these  expenses  shall  be  paid  out  6i  the  appro- 
priations for  the  Post  Office  Department,  be- 
cause that  provision  carries  all  these  receipts 
into  the  general  Post  Office  fund. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  will  ask  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Appropriations  if  there  is 
not  in  the  appropriation  bill  a  specific  appro- 
priation for  the  expenses  of  this  particular 
Dranch  of  the  service? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  For  certain  clerks  there 
are ;  but  then  it  is  an  appropriation  out  of  the 
postal  fund  like  all  the  rest. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment suggested  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
will  be  made  if  there  be  no  objection. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  presume  it  is  under- 
stood that  the  change  in  the  numbers  of  the 
sections  is  agreed  to  as  we  go  along. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  a  mere  clerical 
matter,  on  which  it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to 
act. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  [forty] 
thirty-nine,  line  six,  after  the  word  **dollars," 
to  insert  **per  annum." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendments  were  in  section  [forty- 
two]  forty-one,  line  fourteen,  after  the  word 


''locks,''  to  insert  the  word  ''and  ;'*  in  the 
fifteenth  line,  before  the  word  ''stamps,"  to 
insert  the  words  "post-marking  and  cancel- 
ing;" and  in  the  sixteenth  line,  before  the 
words  "office  furniture,"  to  insert  the  words 
"  twine,  letter-balances ;"  so  that  the  section 
will  read : 

Sao.  [421 41.  That  the  accounts  of  the  postal  ser- 
vice shall  be  kept  in  such  a  manner  as  to  exhibit 
the  amount  of  revenues  derived,  respectively,  from 
*'  letter  postage^"  "  book,  newspaper,  and  pamphlet 
postacre/'  "registered  letters,"  ** box-rents  and 
brancn  offices,"  '*  postage  stamps  and  envelopes." 
"dead  letters."  "nnes  and  penalties,"  "revenue 
from  money-order  business,"  and  "  miscellaneous," 
and  the  amount  of  the  expenditures  for  each  of  the 
foUowinfr  objects,  namely,  "  transportAtion  of  the 
mail,"  compensation  of  postmasters,"  "compen- 
sation of  letter-carriers."  *  compensation  of  clerks 
for  post  offices."  "compensation  of  blank-agents 
and  assistants,"  **mail  depredations  and  special 
agents,"  "  postage  stamps  and  envelopes,"  ship, 
steamboat,  and  way  letters,"  "dead  letters."  "mail 
bags,"  "mail  locks  and  keys."  and  "postmarking 
and  cancel ing  stam ps, "  " 
"letter-balances."  " 


It  <t| 


wrapping  paper,"  "twine," 

office  furniture."  "advertising." 

balances  to  foreign  countries,"  *  rent,  light,  and 


fuel  for  post  offices."  and 
cellaneous." 


stationery,"  and  "mis- 


The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  at  the 

end  of  section  [forty-three]  forty-two  the  fol* 

lowing: 

And  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  is  hereby  author- 
ised to  cause  to  be  placed  to  the  credit  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States,  for  the  service  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
money-order  business ;  and  the  receipts  of  the  Post 
Office  Department  derived  from  this  source  during 
each  quarter  shall  be  entered  by  the  Auditor  of  the 
Treasury  for  the  Post  Office  Department  in  the  ac- 
counts of  said  Department  under  the  head  of  "  rev- 
enue from  money-order  business." 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  to  amend  that 
by  striking  out  the  word  "authorized  "  in  line 
twelve^  and  inserting  the  word  "directed," 
the  object  of  which  Senators  will  readily  see. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  state  that  that  is  identi- 
cal with  the  third  section  in  the  Post  Office 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  cannot  help  that. 
Then  we  ought  to  correct  the  Post  Office 
appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  COLE.  One  or  the  other,  I  do  not 
care  which. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  care  a  great  deal  which. 
I  do  not  propose  to  leave  it  to  the  discretion 
of  any  administrative  officer  to  determine 
whether  he  will  put  the  money  in  or  not. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  There  is  nothing  of  that. 
The  Post  Office  Department  is  asking  for  this 
amendment.  This  is  the  third  time  it  has 
been  enacted. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  In  the  fourteenth  line 
the  word  "net"  before  the  word  "proceeds" 
should  be  stricken  out,  so  that  it  will  be  just 
like  all  other  Post  Office  appropriations  ;  that 
is  to  say,  the  proceeds  are  carried  to  the  credit 
of  the  proper  account,  and  then  the  proper 
account  is  charged  with  the  expenses  that 
belong  to  it.  We  have  had  so  much  trouble 
in  the  last  ten  years  in  disposing  of  funds 
derived  from  the  business  of  the  Government 
where  the  net  proceeds  would  be  accounted 
for,  which  has  led  to  investigations  most  of 
them  causeless  and  unfair 

Mr.  POMEROY.     And  foolish. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  And  foolish  as  my  friend 
says,  I  thii^k  we  had  better  put  the  proceedings 
of  the  administrative  Departments  of  the  Gov- 
ernment on  a  footing  where  all  the  money 
shall  be  paid  in,  and  then  so  much  of  it  as  is 
necessary  shall  be  drawn  out;  not  to  have 
mere  balances  put  in. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suppose  it  is  not  worth  while 
to  have  amendments  of  the  committee  agreed 
to  at  all.  It  might  as  well  go  out,  as  it  will  be 
in  the  Post  Office  appropriation  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  it  is  better  to 
keep  it  all  in  this  code.  Then  we  can  drop  it 
next  year  if  need  be.  Even  if  we  have  double 
legislation,  if  this  bill  is  to  pass  it  is  better 
that  it  should  all  stand  together  in  the  code. 

Mr.  COLE.     I  thought  the  appropriation 


bill  would  be  much  more  likely  to  pi&:. 
this. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.      I  do  not  know 4^ 
that.     There  is  considerable  questioD  dci- 
then  as  to  whether  an   approprtatio&  t 
likely  to  pass.     If  there  is  a  railrod  c. 
come  in  at  any  time,  it  will  not  psa. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  appreciate  the  reman 
my  colleague  on  the  committee  verj  a..' 
and  I  think  it  is  a  remark  with  sgrrsr:- 
of  force.  But  atill  I  suppose  we  sbd :-. 
tinue  in  session  until  that  bill  is  a  Uw  n  *: 
rate. 

Mr.   EDMUNDS.     I  do  not  bot  - 
shall  adjourn  all  the  same.    My  motioi 
strike  out  the  word  '*  net,"  in  line  Ij^:.-. 
of  the  amendment  of  the  commiit'ee. 

The  amendment  to  the  ameodmegt  t. 
agreed  to. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  tkr^ . 

The  next  amendment  was  to  ioaen  a  i. 
additional  section  the  following : 

Sec.  44.  That  postmasters  (except  b  etw  nr. 
the  post  office  bnildinc  is  the  prop«rtr  of.  - 
leased  by  the  United  States^  may  all»w  bstsa :.  - 
who  desire  to  do  so  to  provide  lock-boxa  u:  n.* 
ers  for  their  own  use,  at  their  owd  exp«o»t,  ■' 
lock-boxes  or  drawers,  upon  their  er«cii>L  i? - 

§ost-office.  shall  become  the  property  of  tkU 
tates,  and  be  subject  to  the  direetioa  aud  ru 
of  the  Post  Office   Department,  and  sbi..  (c  i 
rental  at  least  equal  to  that  of  other  buxe  : 
same  office,  or  if  there  be  no  other  hQia  in  ■''^ 
office,  of  boxes  in  other  offices  of  tbe  umt  ^ 
which  rental  shall  be  accounted  for  %a  me  -. 
rents;  but  no  postmaater  shall  be  reqairu'  * 
count  for  moneys  received  from  iDdiridai.L< :  ? 
purpose  of  purchasing  and  erecting  ^aid  k>c<  ^i- 
or  orawers  as  part  of   his  postal  ie««tpct  .i-- 
seetion  forty-four  of  this  acL 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  sectioo  fcr; 

five,  line  fifleen,  after  the  word  "ame'  : 

insert;   "or  who  shall  pledge  or  hjpott^-sf 

ihem  for  any  purpose  whatever;"  soihattk 

clause  will  read : 

And  any  person  intrusted  by  law  with  ih«»^' 
postage  stamps  or  stamped  envelopes  vboch  ^ 
fuse  or  neglect  to  aocount  for  tbe  same.  orti'iiU 
pledge  or  hypotheoate  them,  for  aoy  parp«9eviu 
ever,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  eiiibetileoiest>:^ 
shall  be  suhiect  to  the  same  penalty  sod  m^Ai.-^ 
as  are  provided  in  this  section  for  the  m^tm^^ 
of  money. 

Mr.  EDMUN^DS.  After  the  word 'Up-s 
ecate  '*  the  words  "  or  dispose  oV  ou^;  - 
be  inserted. 

Mr.  KAMSEY.  That  is  slrcsdy  s  r- 
offense.  To  dispose  of  them,  to  sell  ti-'s  '• 
to  convert  them  to  his  own  use ;  but  y^'4'''. 
them  is  held  not  to  be.    That  is  ihe  iruub.r 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Very  well;  1 ««  ^ 
obliged  to  my  friend  for  the  soggesiKD:  t* 
selling  is  only  one  method  of  disposiuoc  i* 
the  commiitee  have  thought  fit  U)  oai'^- 
sweeping  and  exhaustive  descripiiou  of  t^t-j 
misconduct  respecting  these  siamj*,  and  »;■ 
added  **to  sell"  the  words  "  pledge  or  hjfH* 
ecate,"  1  now  propose,  in  order  lo  «?x^*f 
every  other  method  of  disposition  or  »ft|t;.- 
act,  to  insert  the  words  **  or  dispose  of. 

Mr.  COLE.  He  disposes  of  them  wbec  s* 
sells  them  to  A,  B,  or  C. 

Mr.  ED  M  U  N  DS.  So  he  does ;  bui  ^ 
he  gives  them  away ;  then  does  he  not  (l.>^" 
of  them  ?    But  he  does  not  sell  thf  m. 

Mr.  COLE.  If  be  sells  them  be  du^p-^ 
of  them.  -   .  ,.,,. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    That  is  perfectly  l- 
but  he  may  dispose  of  them  wuhojn  s^-^ 
them.      The  old  logic  books  say  ^^  'f 
bird  is  a  swallow  ;  but  they  do  noi  ^1 Q 
every   swallow  is  a  bird,  as  mJ  ,'"^"V. 
California  would  put  it.    I  sl^onWft^e^^: 
and  say  that  every  swallow  was  a  bira.  ot    ^ 
every    bird  a  swallow.     Now,  every       • 
a  disposition:   but  every  disposiUou  i* 
sale.     My  point,  therefore,  is  to  use  Un«f 
that  will  embrace  everything.    Tbe  dim-. 
with  this  amendment  ia  that  it  coDbDt^|7^ 
to  two  specific  methods  of  disponiion.  i  - 
to  enlarge  it  so   as  to  include  ewl 
method   by  aayiog  "  hypotheoite ')r  a^*^^^ 
of;  "  which  may  be  a  gift,  wbch  »»;  ^ 
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»an,  which  may  be  a  sale,  which  may  be  any- 
ling. 

Mr.  COLE.  Would  not  that  preclude  the 
roper  custodian  selling  them  to  customers, 
filing  them  to  those  who  want  to  put  them  on 
itters  even? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  will  say,  if  my 
iend  is  troubled  about  that  point 

Mr.  COLE.  That  is  the  point  that  does 
ouble  me. 

Mr.  EDM  QNDS.  Then  I  will  say  "  unlaw- 
illy  dispose  of.** 

Mr.  COLE.     That  will  do. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  we  can  compromise 
Q  that,  I  will  take  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
on  is  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment, 
»  insert  after  the  word  ** hypothecate*'  the 
ords  **or  unlawfully  dispose  of.*' 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  is  a  very  good 
nendment. 

The  amendment  to  the    amendment    was 
rreed  to. 
The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  sixty, 

le  two,  to  insert  after  the  word  'Sprinted** 

e  words  ^*  and  mailable  ;**  so  as  to  read : 

Beg.  60.  That  the  PostmaBter  General  may  pro- 
de,  by  regulations,  for  the  disposition  of  printed 
id  mailable  matter  which  may  remain  in  any  post 
See  or  in  the  Department  not  called  for  by  the 
irty  addressed,  &e. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  sixty- 

le,  line   four,  to  strike  out  after  the  word 

A.uditor  '*  the  words  *^  unless  the  postmaster 

all  otherwise  order,  be  applied  first  to  dis- 

large  any  balance  which  may  be  due  from 

m  under   his  bond,**  and  to  insert  in  lieu 

ereof  the   words,  '^be  applied  first  to  dis 

large  any  balance  which  may  be  due  from 

id  postmaster  under  his  old  bond,  unless  he 

all  at  the  time  of  payment  expressly  direct 

to  be  applied  to  his  credit  under  ihe  new 

md  ;"  so  that  the  section  will  read  : 

Sec.  91.  That  when  any  postmaster  shall  be  re- 
ired  to  execute  a  new  bond,  all  payments  made  by 
m  after  the  execution  of  such  new  bond  may,  at 
e  option  of  the  Postmaster  General  or  the  Auditor, 
applied  first  to  discharge  any  balance  which  may 
due  from  said  postmaster  under  his  old  bond, 
less  he  shall  at  the  time  of  payment  expressly 
*ect  it  to  be  applied  to  his  credit  under  the  new 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     If  there  be 
•  objection,  this  amendment  will  be  regarded 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  do  not  know  about 
ut  amendment.  If  the  money  which  the 
St  master  should  have  accumulated,  he  being 
arrears  on  his  old  affairs  and  havine  exe- 
ted  a  new  bond,  should  have  been  derived* 
)m  the  old  income  of  the  office,  and  his  old 
nd  were  not  good,  then  to  leave  it  to  his 
icretion  to  direct  it  to  be  applied  on  the  new 
nd  would  be  taking  the  funds  of  the  United 
ites,  in  fact  to  make  good  his  new  accounts, 
d  leaving  the  United  States  in  the  lurch,  as 
i  expression  is,  about  the  old  ones.  I  think 
tnuch  better  to  leave  it  as  the  original  text 
in  the  option  of  the  Postmaster  General  or 
!  Auditor,  as  it  there  reads,  and  strike  out 
i  words  *'  unless  the  postmaster  shall  other- 
$e  order** — where  it  is  the  same  postmaster 
merely  executes  a  new  bond — leaving  it  to 
i  Department  to  make  the  application  ac- 
-ding  to  their  iudgment  of  justice.  Other- 
>e,  there  would  be  considerable  danger  at 
ne  lime  of  the  postmaster  so  manipulating 

receipts  as  to  really  wrong  the  Govern- 
II t  and  wrong  his  bail  too. 

happen  to  hear,  unhappily,  of  a  recent 
tance  of  a  collector  of  customs  who,  on  his 
mal  statement  once  a  year  in  respect  to  fees 
eived  for  clearances,  &c.,  in  currency,  was 
nd  to  owe  the  Uniidd  States  several  thou- 
d  dollars,  and  then  he  went  on  continuing 
iiscbar^e  the  duties  and  to  receive  further 
3,  and  by  and  by  out  of  his  new  fees  he 
k  the  money  and  paid  in  on  the  old  settle- 
nt,  thus  leavipg  his  new  bondsmen,  if  he 


had  happened  to  have  any,  to  make  good  the 
loss  arising  out  of  his  taking  the  funds  he  had 
aflerward  received  to  make  good  the  old 
defalcation. 

The  Government  ought  to  have  the  control, 
where  the  same  officer  continues,  it  appears  to 
me,  of  that  matter,  and  to  make  the  change  in 
bonds  merely  a  matter  of  security  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  not  creating  any  option  on  the 
part  of  the  postmaster.  I  therefore  move  to 
amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  all 
after  the  word  **bond,*'  in  the  eighth  line ; 
so  that  it  will  read  : 

That  when  any  postmaster  shall  be  reauired  to 
execute  a  new  bond  all  payments  made  by  Dim  after 
the  execution  of  such  new  bond  may,  at  the  option 
of  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  or  the  Auditor,  be  applied 
first  to  discharge  any  balance  which  may  be  due 
from  said  paymaster  under  his  old  bond. 

Stopping  ri^ht  there,  leaving  him  no  con- 
trol, no  dictation  as  to  where  the  money  paid 
in  shall  be  applied.  If  it  is  money  derived 
from  the  old  income  of  the  office,  then  it  ought 
to  be  applied  on  the  old  account.  If  it  is 
money  derived  from  the  new  income,  then 
very  often  it  ought  to  be  applied  on  the  new 
account;  but  he  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  be 
the  judge  of  that  matter,  because  if  he  be  he 
may  so  adjust  matters  as  to  lurch  the  bill 
where  there  is  a  deficiency  one  way  or  the 
other  as  he  may  happen  to  feel  toward  them. 
The  best  judge  between  the  two  sets  of  securi- 
ties and  the  impartial  judge,  inasmuch  as  both 
sets  are  holden,  would  be  the  Department  it- 
self. I  think  it  ought  to  be  left  in  its  discre- 
tion, and  I  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  ask  to  have  the  amend- 
ment as  proposed  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont read  by  the  Clerk. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  merely  amend  the 
amendment  by  striking  out  all  after  the  word 
"bond**  in  line  eight. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  think  whether  that 
•amendment  should  be  adopted  in  that  shape 
depends  upon  whether  the  Senator  considers 
it  right  to  apply  payments  made  by  the  post- 
master after  executing  a  new  bond  made  by 
him  out  of  money  received  during  his  new 
term  on  his  old  term. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  Senator  had  lis- 
tened to  me  he  would  have  seen  that  I  dis- 
cussed to  the  extent  of  my  limited  ability  pre- 
cisely that  question. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  beg  the  Senator*s  par- 
don'; I  did  listen  with  the  greatest  attention. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then  I  do  not  make  my- 
self understood,  as  I  was  endeavoring  to  do. 
What  I  intended  to  say,  and  what  I  think  I  did 
say,  was  this :  that  the  question  of  the  justice 
of  this  application  would  depend  upon  the 
source  from  which  the  money  was  derived.  If 
it  was  derived  from  the  new  receipts,  the  cur- 
rent bnsiness  of  the  office  then  accruing  after 
the  new  bonds  had  been  given,  then,  in  justice, 
ordinarily  and  perhaps  exclusively  it  ought 
to  be  applied  to  the  new  account ;  but  if  the 
money  thus  received  arose  from  the  old  income 
of  the  office  which  had  not  been  collected, 
box  rents,  charges  upon  newspapers,  and  a 
variety  of  things  that  may  occur,  then  it  ought 
in  justice  to  be  applied  of  course  to  the  old 
accounts,  so  as  that  far  to  relieve  the  prior 
sureties,  so  that  the  propriety  of  making  the 
application  must  depend  upon  a  fact. 

Now,  then,  the  difference  between  the  bill 
as  it  stands  and  my  judgment,  is  that  the  bill 
leaves  the  right  to  decide  upon  that  fact  and 
to  make  the  application  to  the  official  himself. 
I  think  that  an  impartial  tribunal  between  the 
old  sureties  and  the  new  would  be  the  Depart- 
ment itself,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  left  in 
its  discretion  to  be  exercised  according  to  the 
circumstances  as  to  which  account  the  appli- 
cation should  be  applied  to ;  so  that  if  the  Post- 
master General  should  find  that  the  money  to 
be  paid  in  was  drawn  from  income  due  to  the 
office  and  earned  before  the  new  sureties  had 
taken  their  places,  it  ought  to  be  applied  to' 
the  relief  of  the  old  sureties,  and  if  afterward, . 
to  the  relief  of  the  new.     But  in  the  way  the 


bill  has  it,  it  refers  it  entirely  to  the  postmas- 
ter himself  whose  accounts  are  not  settled  and 
are  not  good,  to  determine  whether  he  will 
favor  the  old  bail  or  favor  the  new  bail ;  and 
I  think  the  better  judge  is  the  Department 
that  stands  impartially  between  all  the  parties. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  The  question  really  turns 
upon  8  point  as  to  which  I  am  not  sufficiently 
informed,  and  I  should  like  the  attention  of 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  and  also  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  upon  this  inquiry. 
When  a  new  bond  is  spoken  of  here,  does  that 
mean  a  new  bond  given  by  the  postmaster 
after  his  old  term  has  expired,  or  where  he  is 
required  under  some  provision  of  laws  to 
make  good  a  deficient  bond  already  given  by 
him  by  giving  a  new  bond  ?    Which  is  it  ? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  may  be  either  or  both. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  His  bondsmen  very  fre- 
quently ask  to  be  discharged  for  some  cause, 
and  in  that  case  new  bondsmen  are  required 
in  the  midst  of  his  term. 

Mr.' POMEROY.  Or  we  may  change  the 
name  of  the  post  office,  and  then  a  new  bond 
is  required. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  will  take  the  case  of  a 
postmaster  appointed,  say,  at  New  York  city, 
during  the  recess.  By  the  force  of  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  law,  that  tenure  of  office 
expires  with  the  next  succeeding  session  of 
the  Senate.  In  that  case  the  postmaster  has 
given  a  bond.  If  he  should  be  confirmed  by 
the  Senate,  then  he  takes  a  new  term  of  office 
and  may  give  another  bond.  Now,  what  I 
want  to  know  is,  whether  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  thinks  that  in  such  a  case  as  that  it 
would  be  right  to  leave  it  even  to  the  option 
of  the  Postmaster  General  to  say  whether  or 
not  payments  made  by  him  out  of  moneys  with 
which  he  was  chargeable,  as  for  box  rents  and 
so  on  during  his  first  term,  should  be  appropri- 
ated to  the  first  or  to  the  second  account ;  that 
is,  to  the  discharge  of  the  first  or  the  second 
bond.  In  my  judgment  it  is  settled  law,  and 
he  and  I,  I  presume,  will  not  differ  about  that, 
and  it  is  certainly  clear  justice,  that  moneys 
with  whieh  he  was  charged  during  the  running 
of  the  first  bond  ought  to  be  applied  to  dis 
charge  his  liabilities  and  the  liabilities  of  his 
bail  under  that  bond.    » 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  precisely  what  I 
say. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  did  not  understand  the 
Senator,  however,  to  say  quite  that,  because 
he  thought  it  should  be  left  to  the  option  of 
the  Postmaster  General. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  say  it 
should  be  left  to  the  option  of  the  Postmaster 
General,  in  the  sense  of  an  arbitrary  discre- 
tion ;  but  I  said  that  plainly  where  the  moneys 
accruing  were  moneys  that  accrued  under  the 
prior  bond,  as  in  the  case  my  friend  has  very 
well  put  to  illustrate  it,  of  a  person  appointed 
in  the  recess  and  then  nominated  and  con- 
firmed afterward,  I  agree  with  him  entirely, 
the  law  and  justice  are  that  the  moneys  derived 
from  that  period  of  time  should  be  applied  to 
that  period  of  time  and  relieve  the  sureties 
and  make  good  the  account  for  that  period. 
But  my  objection  to  the  bill  is  based  exactly 
upon  the  fact  that  it  leaves  it  to  the  option  oi 
the  postmaster  himself  to  ruin,  if  he  pleases, 
his  old  sureties,  to  leave  them  in  the  lurch, 
and  to  favor  the  new. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  agree  with  the  Senator 
that  the  amendment  of  the  committee  is  objec- 
tionable. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Therefore  my  point  was 
not  to  leave  it  at  the  option  of  anybody,  in  the 
sense  of  an  arbitrary  discretion,  but  to  leave 
it  to  the  judgment  of  the  Postmaster  General 
when  money  was  paid  in  after  this  change  in 
the  bonds,  to  determine  according  to  the  jus- 
tice of  the  case,  and  upon  fixed  principles  of 
equity  which  ought  to  prevail  in  all  the  De- 
partments, how  the  money  should  be  applied. 
Naturally  and  reasonably,  all  moneys  paid  in 
are  applied  to  the  earliest  indebtedness — that 
is  a  principle  of  law — unless  there  is  a  direc- 
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tiQii  to  (be  pQDtracj  I  «nd  my  plgeptiQn  tp  tb» 
hU),  %•  I  liavQ  9aid,  ^  (b^t  vbe  biil  as  it  8iftn()9 
Ipaiyes  |hf^  pQs(9ia«teF  U>  he  tbe  judce  as  \q, 
hQW  t-h^  $ipn]ici^tiQn  sh^U  be  mf^(]e.  I  wish  to 
lf)«Y«  the  Uep^rtq^ent  tQ  b^  t^Q  ju^ga  fis  to 
huw  tb^  ftppHpatipn  shfill  be  wade,  g^ided  by 
tbe  rulw  Pt  l*W  wliich  |l)e  Sei^^^  b^  90  WP" 
stated. 

Mt^  CAaSERLT,  J  PWtaioly  «D4er«tOQ4 
tbe  Set\atp9  frpw  YfL^n^pnt  (p  ret^ip  tb§  wprds 
**at  tb»  QPtiPH  Pf  t^p  Poatpo^tpr  General  py 
tbe  Mditpr,"  ^od  thep  ^)  s^ip  the  yard^  i|) 

br^ckete  ^nd  go  qpt  -^  be  applied  Srst  \o  dis- 
charge aiiy  balappe  wbicb  my  be  du«  fyofla 
said  pq^tmi^ster  ^nde^  •"«  pW  bQPd- 

Mr.  fiOWIJNDS,  Yes  I  did.  because  I 
had  npt  got  tP  that,  %Dd  it  is  pecess^rjf  )p  my 
vjew  tq  le^^vp  the  dispretion  ip  tbe  ppstm^ster 
Qeqeri^l  pr  tbe  AH^i^r — I  thinly  there  opgbt 
to  be  only  one  oQppf  prpbf^bly — nqt  {^  discrp- 
tiop,  as  I  hf^yes^i^}  whicbshaU  be  arbitrary, 
but  a  judicial  discretipp,  depending  npp^  the 
cifouiptit^nceii  of  tbe  CMC,  bec^pse  lyp  cap  pot 
say  that  fiU  pi^ipeiits  nii^de  f^fter  a  change  \^ 
bonds  shall  be  applied  to  the  old  accoppt,  be- 
capse  it  may  be  froo)  fe^enqe  fipmediately  de- 
rived lender  tpe  pe^  acppHpti  ^hicb  ^9^14 
wropg  ttie  peyr  bpnd^mep. 

Mf.  CAS&EHLY.    Undoubtedly. 

Mr,  EtiM  UNDS.  So  that  we  m^«t  leaye  it 
tp  sQipebpdj  }o  detefipinp  tl^p  applipat^Qp. 
Vy  pqjpt  sipnply  is,  if  we  Ipfvp  it  tp  sompbpdyi 
it  '\^  better  tP  Ipaye  it  to  tbe  impartial  Deparj*- 
ipeni  Ihai)  tq  leave  i(  to  f^  partial  po^tpaastpr. 

Mr.  C4aSeBl.Y.  My  oqly  pbjfctioq  ^g 
the  Senator's  an^^ndment  vas  thi^t  it  sepfqeq 
tq  leave  fye  right  of  the  sprelies  deneqdipg  pp 
tbe  ppUop  qf  a  tbjrd  party,  (be  Posto^a^ter 

aeperal-  l\  }^f^  ocpprred  tp  pae  that  perb^s 
e  qhjept  bao  in  ^ifw  pajghf  be  a9  well,  if  pp  i 
bptlpr,  f^ccQDipljsheq  hy  aqping  softer  tbe  wor( 
*'Apditdr"  tppsp  WPi^^i  '*havipg  due  regarc 
tq  tbe  rights  of  8^^eHes  pn  the  p|d  a^4  the 
new  bpnd."  Tpat  wo^l4  direct  the  atteptioa 
of  tbe  pflSper  to  tbe  IftW  as  }t  ^^istq  i«  fpgK<i 
tp  sureties. 

Mr.  ERMUNDS.   n^  m\?^hy  abPHt  Aftt 

wppld  bp  (bftt  It  wquld  make  tbe  Ppp^^q«a8ter 
Qeneral,  pr  tbe  Auditor,  a  mere  ministerial 
omcer  to  carry  out  this  laWj  app  if  hp  padp 
thp  |pa8^  tufstaN,  eyen  with  ibe  be?^  P^  w^- 
tives,  iben  one  set  of  sureties  or  the  other 
wop  Id  popiplaip  and  say  they  were  discharged 

eptireljf.    Thf^t,  J  think,  ^oM  be  going  too 

far  in  ^ftvpr  pi'  the  spreiies  of  q^cial  deiaplt* 
era;  so  that  I  think  the  only  safe  course  wppld 
be  tp  trnst  tq  tbe  sense  of  eqajty^  leaving  the 
dispretion  in  tbe  iptpariial  o$per8  qf  the  Gpv- 
erutpept,  as  ypp  would  tP  a  pbancellor.  tP 
ej^ercise  tjieir  jndgwept;  bpt  wben  (bej  pad 
e^erpised  it,  apt  to  allow  tbe  snreues  to  escape 
qn  tbe  grqunq  tbaf  tbey  bad  maqe  a  piistaLp 
in  (be  expi-pise  oj  it. 
Mr.  CAH^EHLY.     I(  is  a  jqdicial  function 

tq  be  diichpged  at  aU  events  nnder  this  op- 
tiqp  wpipb  ^8  vested  ip  tbe  ppsttpaster  Gv'peral 
pr  ibe  Auditor,  and  ^bati  is  a  fupption  wb>ch  i^ 

tp  be  discharged  with  dne  referenpe  to  the  rigb^ 

of  all  pafttps,  apd  first  pf  all  to  t|ie  fights  of 

tbe  st^rpues  pn  thp  respective  pbligatiqus-  t 
cppfpss  (  dp  uQ^  see  apy  pbjeptioq  tp  jpsprting 

tiifire  whatisthenndonbied  tenpr  awd  ea^igpnpy 

of  the  afpeiHlment  \  becauspt  by  the  statement 
of   the  Senator  from    Verfflpnt  himsplfi  the 

Post-pja^tpT  Qeneral  pr  ^he  Aqditpr  is  tq  exer- 
cise a  judicial  dHtjr  ^^  execut-imj  ^his  optjpp 

which  is  given  to  him. 
Mr,  SPMUBlpa,     Sppposq  you  sboqld  say. 

tbePt  '*  paay,  if  tbe  Postnaaster  Geperai  shall 

thiplf  i(  ju9t,  (Reapplied;''  80  as  to  make  it 
plainly  *  j^dipl*l  depisjop,  po^  a  ministerial 
qne? 
Mr.  CAPSPR^.y,     The  ^ruth  is,  it  is  np^ 

^ery  ea^y  (p  dispose  qf  a  question  ^q  impor^nt, 

and  sqpietipies  sq  pootplicai  ed,  as  this  very  Ques- 
tion wbiph  freaueptly  arises  between  twp  sejs 
qf  sureties  pf  tpe  samp  officer  on  twP  fliflferept 

bqnds  fi<r  twp  4iffpr*^nt  terpia.  ^t  ppcurred  \o 
«e  rtat  ibp  awppdtneRl  that  I  propp§e  wiljae- 


cQntplisb  the  purpose  if  inserted  after  the  word 
'^Auditor)"  and  taking  the  rest  of  the  ameqd- 
xpent  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  precisely 
as  be  offered  it,  *'  having  due  regard  to  the 
rights  pf  the  spreties.^'  That  does  not  pind  the 
Postipaster  Qeperal  qr  thpAaditor  to  anything. 
l\  sifRP^J  PPints  his  attention  tp  the  judicial 
character  of  thp  tpnclipu  which  be  is  ^p  e^ier- 
ciftp,   ^  whiph  t  tqinl^  thpi^P  shoqld  be  nq 

objep^pn,  direptipjp  bis  atlien^pn  in  that  way 

to  tha^  impqrtant  laot. 

Of  cpurse  I  Qo  pot  wish  \Q  prqvqVe  a  debate 
in  the  Senate,  such  as  we  are  now  Rooking 
t^pofli  *nil  I  Phftll  npt  be  persistept  about  it 

unless  it  strikes  tbe  pbair^an  pf  tbe  comtpit- 

tee  and  tbe  Senator  from  Vermont,  who  is 
giving  a^tpntipp  tP  tht8  ^nbject,  fi^vorably.  It 
seems  to  ntPi  however,  a  desirahlp  a^^Htpn  tq 
the  law 

The  PRESIPIIJQ  OFFICEJJl.  'fhe  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  3ene'tpr  I'rom 

Yern^on^- 

^r.  POMPROy.  Jba^  i^,  I  UP^ierstand,  to 
Strike  out  the  words  in  the  a^^endment  after 
tbe  wqrd  *'bond,"  in  the  eighth  Une? 

Sr.  PDMUNDS.     Yes,  sir. 
r,  POMPBOV.     \  ^hiu)^   ^hat  is  right 
qpougb. 

The  ^fppDdmeqt  tq  M^e  (^o^^ndfppnt  was 

agreed  \^, 
The  amendment,  fis  an^endedi  w»9fkgrepd  to, 
Mr.  CASSf  I^LY.    Now  I  move  to  aqiend 

tbe  ^eption  as  aniepdedi  by  inserting  after  Vhe 

wprd  ^*4nditQc"  ^he  words  **  having  due  re- 
gard to  the  righta  pf  the  snrptips  qn  the  pld 
apd  new  bond  respeptivply. 

Mr.  POMEHPV.    If  yqu  saj  '-'  havipg  dna 

regard  to  tbe  sureties}-'    yoq  epibrace  the 
whole. 
Mr.  CA59E;|ll4Y.    That  may  embrace  tbe 

sureties  on  one  bond  and  pol  both. 

Mr.  EJFIMUNEI3.     I  dp   WQt  Aink  that 
amendutept  will  answer  fpr  the  re^spp  {  befpre< 
stated*  and  tb^t  i^  that  it  requires  the  Post* 

n^a^ter  Qeperal  tq  a4jn«t  the  applipatipit  of 

these  payments  upqn  a  particular  principle 

which  the  law  points  put.  If  be  fails  tp  con- 
form to  that  principle,  thep  the  <)Prety  wronged 
is  discharged  ;  t^nq  as  qur  pbjept  is  tp  protect 
the  Gpvernmept  primarily,  if  we  arp  goipg  tq 
leaye  anything  to  the  option  of  the  postmaster 
General  we  must  leave  to  him  ^l\  pptiop  whipn, 
when  exercised,  becomes  a  binuing  pptipn, 
and  pne  that  the  piere  erroneous  ei^ercise  pf 
will  qot  have  the  e^eot  to  ipjure  the  Qovern- 

mept  iq  respect  tq  relieving  people  who  are 

otherwise  boppp  i  SP  that  I  should  hope  that 
amendment  wopld  nqt  he  adopted.  I  sboqid 
have  no  phJection  tq  there  being  sijbsti^qted 

fpr  the  words  ppw  in  the  bill  the  wqrns  **  may. 

if  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  or  the  Auditor  suad 
deem  it  jus^t  be  appliedt"  so  as  to  call  their 
attention  tP  the  principles  pf  justice,  but  Ipay- 

ing  tbepi  to  be  the  judges  pf  what  updpr  partic 
ular  cirpumstanPes  it  is  just  tq  dq.     Ji  might 

happen  ip  cv  state  pf  ponfusiop  tha^  it  w^^^^^ 
be  extremely  difficnlt  tP  tell  whether  the  sprp 

qf  mpney  paid  in,  qr  what  part  of  it,  as  tt 

might  happen  that  thp  w^qlp  sufp  paid  in  was 

derived  partly  from  qpe  spprcp  and  partly  from 

the  other,  bad  beep  derived  frpm  tbe  prior 

business  pf  the  opcp.  Therefore,  if  tbp  atnepn- 
ment  of  n^y  friepd  frcjm  California,  if  pe  w'll 
nqt  acpept  mv  sviggestton,  should  be  disagreed 
tq,  I  should  have  pp  qhiec^iqn  tp  ropving  to 

xaake  the  plauseread,  t*  such  pew  opi»<*  may? 

if  the  ppslmaster  Qeueral  or  the  Auditor  shall 
think  it  JHSti  be  applied  t"  ^nt  as  he  prqposes 
it,  I  am  Yer;r  mnch  afraid  it  wpuld  produce 
ap  extrepie  diQcu)ty  in  enforcing  a  pond  against 
any  surety  if  that  surety  could  show  in  a  ppurt 
of  jtisticp  that  the  rpstmaster  Qeneral  pr  the 
Auditor  had  made  the  slightest  error  in  the 
applicatipn  of  a  dpUar  of  ^le  qipney. 

Mr.  CASSEULY.  '  I  thjnlf  that  amendment 
is  much  better  as  the  Sepatpr  prpppses   if, 

because  tp  me  it  is  ippomprehensible  how  you 

can  direct  an  pffiper  at  \\U  ppjion  tq  qp  a  par- 
tipHlar  (hipg.     Wbpn  ypt)  givp  him  ^q  optiopi 


you  giye  bim  tbe  cbqipe  tq  do  one  Hh.. 

the  other;  but  as  the  amendment  stAi..  ^ 

adopted  it  reads: 

That  Wh^n  »ny  pMtmutar  abalt  be  rea&TT-. 
eiiecnt^  a  new  bqnd  all  payments  ma*ie  bj^ig. 
the  execiition  of  such  new  bond  may.  at  tL- 
of  the  Postmaster  Qeoeral  or  the  Auditor.  I-  . 

Slied  trst  to  discb&rsios  any  balavp^  wbi<rb  -^i 
ae  from  such  postmaster  i)p4?^  bis  olU  t'ci. 

You  give  bipn  an  optioH|  andy^t  jea  .. 
him  what  to  do.     You   i^ve    it   and  t&& 
away  in  the  sapp^e  braa^b.     T^er«^fore.  I  :• 
the  last  suggestion  of  the   Senator  fros.  V- 
mont  is  a  very  great   iipprovenmq|  u^.l  > 
section  as  it  now  sta"4a. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     I  move  \o  strike  ou. 
words  <^  at  the  ppiiqn  pf,"  in    Une  tbrt*-, 
insert    the  word  **if;''    and   afler  \le 
*  ^Auditor'*  to  ipsert  '^  ahiUI  d^n  it  j&s;: 
that  it  will  read :  ''  may,  if  tbe  posjpia^Jw  'i:- 
eral  or  the  Auditor  ^}\b\[  deeq^  it  just,  U  .. 
plied  first  to  discharge/'  &c.      That  wiU  x*« 

It  right. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  OOLB.  Should  not  the  word  ''5^ 
be  stricken  opt  at  the  end  pf  ibe  sixiL  j: 
after  the  word  ^^  applied  ?'* 

Mr.  EPMUNOS.     Oh,  i|0,  UPt  neccss*-; 
because  a  ^u^pipntepn)  p;^i9ht  be  paid  ip  '^ 
both. 

Th«  PPxt  ap^epdment  w«a  W  «ectioa  rrj 
seven,   line  eleven «  to   strike  out  the  Tcf.^ 
**  acceptance  qf  tbe  pew   l^ond,  the  d&Se: 
which  ^pcept^npe  sbaH  be  iiicjorsed  ther-u 
and  ^  inaejtin  lien  tpereof  the  word*   * 
day  pf  the  quarter   in  whict^   suph  Pr* 
shall  b®  P^«c\itedi'*  ?P  th4t  tbe  9^im  • 
reaq  : 

Sbc.  67.  That  whpn  any  of  (lie  soreties  of  i  -  - 
iqastcr  fihall  potify  tbe  Postnia«t«r  OeDer&I  cf  :*.  * 
desire  to  be'rcleaHed  from  their  sdrety^htp.  ■  r  » 
the  Poatmaater  Qeneral  de«Qa  a  new  b<>Q<l  -  ~ 
Si^ry.   V^  ^hull  requjre  tb«  P«>at|Das|er  tu  ^s 
aqch  new  bond,  with  decanty,  wnich.whrD  3?--i 
by  the  Postmaster  (B^eneral.  shall  b«  a«  Tahd  a<    • 
bond  given  upon  the  Qrisibal  apRointm^^^  -^  ** 
postmaster,  and  \\\ti  sureties  in  tbe  prior  b-'cd  ^. 
he  released  Trom  re^iponsibiUty  f(>r  aJI  sr-t?  >-'  .^ 
faul^  of  such  postmaster  which  may  b«  d:- 
committed  sabseiiuept  to  the  laat  day  of  th«  qs^r  <- 
in  wbicb  sqch  new  bopd  shall  b«  executed. 

the  an^endmept  ifa^  agre^cl  to. 

Jbe  PfZ^  aipendpient  wa^  iq  section  *-':  ' 
one,  line  tpn,  tp  strike  opt    tbe  woH  *  ':. 
before  the  word  ^'hundred'*  and  insert  "••. 
and  in  line  eleven  to  strike  out  Uie  word  "> 
before  *^  hundred  "  and  ineer^  ^'two;*'  &o:  - 
the  section  will  read: 

Sic.  8L  Th%t   tbe  eompensatipp    of  po^rssr.  ^ 

i\\ak\\  be  a  fixe4  anpuul  salary,  to  be  div^i'*! 
fiveclassp?,  exclusive  of  tbe  p^strnaster  at  Xew^/- 
city,  wtiose  sulary  shall  be  $6.0QO  per  sncnia.    1 
salary  pf  tbff  firiit  class  sl^aU  bo  i^ot  morp  tb^L  i^ 
jior  Ioj^s  than  $3,0Qi);  ot  the  fec<^pd   cla^'?.  Irr?  * 
»3,000,  but  not  less  than  11000;   of  th«»  th.ri  ' 
le^s  thau  $2,000.  but  not  lej>«  than   $l.(jm>:  • . 
fourth  c\^»s,  IcMS  thuD  tl.OOO.  bat  pot  \f*s  tbsc  $.'• 
of  tbe  fitt)i  clqs{>,  le^  tqan  $300;  and  the  -^hr- 
tbe  firsl,  second,  and  third  classes  shall  b«  is  '•  * 
hundreds  of  dollars :  of  tbe  fourth  class,  in  er«a  i^' 
qf  dollars:  and  of  the  fiffh  class,  in  evfp  doi*s»> 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  e*c^T 
four,  line  sixt-een,  after  the  word  "priDiri 
to  insert  the  words  '*  and  other  mailabl'';'  **^ 
that  the  clause  will  read : 

And  in  order  to  ucertain  the  aqoont  of  *i* 
postal  receipts  of  each  office,  the  Postmaster  0*= 
•ral  sbsUrsQUire  pestmafter^  tp  state  pnder  t^^ty  » 
Bucb  tiznfis  anf^  ^^F  ''^^h  periods  as  hr  n:»  «>-*  > 
necessary  in  eucb  case,  the  am<^unt  of  I'taKj"'  -^^ 
celed,  tbe  amount  of  box  rents  recaiTed.  tbe  sk  ^s. 
of  unpaid  postage  collected,  and  the  am^^esi  - 
postage  MP  printed  apd  P^be^  piailable  matter. 

f  be  amendtpep^  w^  IN^re^d  to. 
The  next  amend tpent  FM  tp  itrike  out  '^ 
following  sections: 

Seo.  83.  That  letter-oarrien  shall  be  employed  ^ 
the  free  delivery  qf  n^ai|- matter,  as  freqaectj  t^ 
tl^e  puh}ic  convenience  may  require,  at  ever>  i  • ' 
coutainiuff  a  population  of  Ally  thoa«aod.  v  - 
the  delivery  Of  its  post  office,  and  at  svcb  ^t'-' 


places  a!}  the  Postn^aster  General  may  direct 

Sfec.  9^.  That  the  salary  of  leUer-barriero  *h^' " 
fixed  by  tbe  Postmaster  Genera),  and  shxU  »'  t  <  i 
ceed$800per  annum;  but  on  satisfactory  evM'*:'' 
of  diligence.  fldcUty.  and  e^perieacp.  he  t°*^  .. 
oreasp  i\^^vf  salar^  t^  apy  ^m  pot'exceediiif  t-'*^ 


372. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  (JLOBM. 


2646 


abndth;  And  \h  San  Fl-iibdseo,  Callforiiia,  hf 
y  pay  auch  additional  salaries  to  carriers  As  will 
ure  thti  services  of  competent  persons.   , 

Yiid  to  tu8e.rl  iu  lieu  thereof  the  tbtlowing: 

RC,  93.  Tbat  t^e  free-deli vet>y  ^ysUdi  shi^ll  bb  es- 
li.she*!  iiL  ull  cities  having  a  popalotiou  of  not  less 
,n  twenty  tttoUsaiid.;  and  that  the  sdlarie^i  uf 
ur-carrlers  tiovr  or  nereaflei-  to  be  employed  itt 
Qi  liiivlng  a  pdpulatioA  of  liot  leM  tbih  one  hun- 
a  thoui<aLiL  anm  be  S900  the  ni-st  year  of  tbei^ 
vice,  and  $9(10  pet  UntiUdi  there&lter ;  and  m  cities 
.'int;  11  le»A  populatioh  than  one  bandred  thdu- 
d  and  not  lesi  than  fifty  thousand «  9700  the  .first 
ir  ui  ibcir  .service.  aml$80Oper  annum  therealter ; 

I  in  ill)  otiier  ciuof,  ^00  the  fir^t  year  Of  thelt 
vice,  uild  $700  perannam  tbereafteh 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  move  to  amend  irl  thfe 
!ond  iltiM  HF  ihb  n*»^  secilbti,  b^  fettiking  out 
wenry"   iihd  iiiseirtibg  *^  fifty;"   ho  thai  It 

II  read  t 

'hat  the  free -delivery  sj'sienl  Shdll  be  established 
ill  cities  haviuir  &  t>ot)til2tti6n  of  net  leab  than  lilly 
tuiiand. 

That  will  leave  it  where  it. is  now.  The 
peuae  of  this  free- deli v^r^  bu^inefls  id  so 
^digionS)  Utad  the  iticome  Irditi  it  sd  sbiall^ 
a  1  do  not  ibiuk  Congrett^  &t  present  biighl 
extend  it  io  cities  with  d  V&ss  bopulalion 

III  thb  law  novk  {irdVldek  for.  Theterote  £ 
)ve  to  hiake  the  86ctioh  bonfottn  to  what  the 
V  i^ftt  pteseti't;  to  wit,  fifty  thodsdb'd,  &s  ih'e 
is8  df  cities  in  ietiich  free  deliver^  ih  to  be 

Then  I  do  not  bbject  ib  the  ftt-rdn^ement  of 
laries  in  this  section  tihttl  ^od  get  du^n  to 
i  tenth  line,  where  it  provides  fbr  **  kil 
ler  cities;'*  tttdt  is,  thoBfe  ifrilh  less  than  fifty 
>u3and  ihh^bltantd,  where  the  lie  tier- carriers 
e  to  receive  but  $600  a  year. 
In  connection  with  thts  subject  J  will  say 

this  question  of  salaries,  it  may  happeil  if 
u  were  to  extend  this  system  to  cities  of  less 
m  filly  thousand  inhabititnts,  th&l  thbsAUr^ 
the  iettbr  carHer  there  bu^ht  to  bfe  jiifet  as 
iiat  as  ill  a  city  of  one  hundred  thoiisaua, 
cause  he  tnigfat  be  obliged  *'  to  go  fiirther 
d  fiire  wbrfee,"  io  lise  a  notnely  ext>rebsion, 

traveling  over  a  great  ex  rent  of  territory 
4teud  of  a  sn^all  extent.  Take  the  city  of 
iw  York.  A  letter*cai*rier  having  half  a 
^rd,  if  you  please,  or  a  dozen  squarest 
hough  thQse  dozi^n  squares  may  contain  tea 

twenty  thousand  iuhabitantf,  can  do  his 
)rk  with  one  half  the  labor  in  that  condensed 
d  higlily  populous  territory  that  the  letter- 
rrier  in  this  town  could  deliver  lo  the  same 
mber  of  people  j  because  if  they  are  spread 
er  a  wide  extent  of  territory  he  is  oblige 
go  everywhere  to  find  them,  and  to  earn 
Kervice  implies  compensation)  a  great 
al  more  than  the  carrier  where  the  popula- 
m  18  consolidated  into  a  very  siuall  compaas. 
Mr  iDASSll^Ui.Y.  Besides  that,  i  suggest 
the  Senator  that  iu  large  cities  there  ar^ 
•rse*cur8  ^nd  accommodaiions  for  traveling 
uk  and  forth,  which  relieve  the  carrier  a 
eat  deal,  and  it  strikes  me  the  old  section 
Ls  bntti^r  as  it   was 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  '  I  think  bo  too.     But  my 
i>t  point  is  to  try  the  question  of  the  exten 
)n  of  the  letter-carrier  system  to  the  smaller 
ies,  where  it  will  cost  just  as  much  as  it  does 

large  ones  almost,  and  ought  to  cost  morei 
rhap»,  if  vou  pay  the  letter-carrier  for  what 
I  does,  and  increase  the  expense  of  thd 
3verament  enormously. 
Mr.  COLE.  jLet  me  suggest  to  my  friend, 
if  honorable  lieuator  from  Vermont,  this 
QicuUyi  which  perhaps  has  not  occurred  to 
m:    the    limit  of  the  letter-carrier  systein 

established  at  first  was,  I  believe,  twenty 
ousand,  and  afterward  it  was  extended  to 
ty  thousand.  While  it  was  twenty  thousand 
c  system  was  estciblished  in  a  good  many 
ies  that  have  a  population  of  much  less  than 
ty  thousand,  and  many  cities  now  are  with- 
ii  that  system  altogether ;  for  example,  in 
e  South,  cities  that  ^ere  not  afforded  that 
uonimoaation  while  the  limit  was  twenty 
ousand.  There  is  the  embarrassment  and 
ipurent  injustice  of  now  keeping  it  at  fifty 


thbilsahd.  I  #&8  gblng  to  suggest  ihtd  bni^hd- 
ment:  that  the  Iree-dellvbry  Syhtehi  riiaKbb 
bstablished  in  cities  Having  hfooptllktlbn,  sc. 
Mr.  BDMUKDS  That  Will  hot  do  m 
good.  .  , 

Mr:  SPENCteR.  I  thiiii  the  aii^endixi'ent 
bf  thb  Sisna^br  fVolh  Vbrnlottt  bdehl  not  to  be 
adopted.  If  Ihb  fVee- drill vel-t  s^ltbhi  Is  good 
fbl-  A  bltv  of  fifiy  thoudttnd^  it  ik  gboti  fdr  a  city 
of  twbnty  thbliiiatid. 

Ml-.  EDMUNDS.  3b  It  lA:  &fad  If  itlsibod 
for  ft  city  of  t#^hty  thbu^and;  it  is  gbbd  fbr  \i 
bity  bf  fiir^  thousand. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  shobld  llkb  to  stty  to  the 
Senator  thiit  1  h«\v^  be«n  iii  eo^lsiiltatibd  i^ith 
the  First  As^l6tknt  t^ostmftstbr  Geuebdl  ^  to 
this  [)arlicdlar  f)totiSidrt  df  fVfee  delivbty;  dud 
he  say^  thkt  the  system  may  be  ei:tended  tb  all 
cities  of  the  United  StftteS  Hating  bver  t^etttj 
thdilsand  bobulatibtl  at  the  ladt  bensus  Withbdi 
Adding  lai^ely  to  the  blcpen^e  bf  it  hf  thi^  te- 
dubtibh  And  regulation  df  the  bompertsatlrtii 
of  Ifetlei-  cart-lets.  THetre  !a  avety  sti-bbfe  db 
sire  in  bbth  flotib^i  bf  Cbd^t-bsd  thbt  thi^ 
fthodid  be  dode. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  db  not  think  there  i^ 
ahy  sUbh  dbsirb. 

MK  RAMSEY,  t  hope  thg  Senator  Will 
hbt  di^idb  the  Senate  ndW  bU  thU  question. 
Let  it  gd  over  until  n^e  eoiU^  !htb  tHb  Sbnate. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  suggest  that  tHls  amei^d- 
ment  lie  bvbr  UHtil  ife  conie  to  tlie  <)liesitou 
of  concurredbb  ih  th^  Senate,  and  thbn  ^e  catt 
consider  ft. 

Mr.  EDMtjHDS.  ThiSt  Amendment  !^  not 
going  to  be  adopted  in  committee  with  thy 
consent,  Atandinj^a^  It  does  nd#. 

Mr.  PdMERO  Y:     We  Will  leave  it  open. 

Mh  EDMUNDS:  I  Wish  id  a^k  the  bhait- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Post  pffibes  hlid 
PoH  Ro»tds  what  the  present  coSt  of  tftfe  svstem 
of  fVee  dV^liverJ  ih  eltieS  df  fifty  thousand  is? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Well,  ftl*^  it  is  soifaethih^ 
rising  a  million  dollars,  and  ihh  retlirns  from 
it  are  liibbeislng  hteadlly  fe♦e^y.  yk^^K  They 
were  betiiireen  sit  and  Aevbn  hdndred  iiibufelind 
dbllArs  last  ^ear. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  What  does  thb  hdndl- 
able  Senator  mean  by  **  returns  frdhi  free 
delivery?" 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  will  tt^ll  the  hbhot*ble 
Sonator  what  1  me)in  foy  **  retdrhi  fVom  fbee 
delivery.''  In  the  accounts  kbpt  at  ch^  Pb§t 
Office  Department  under  the  free-deltvety  Sys- 
tem all  the  postages  Which  kre  derived  from 
the  drop-letters  are  credited  to  the  fVee-deliver^ 
sfst»»m,  and  that  amounts  to  Hsing  ii±  bl*  seven 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  the  ap^rbpf-itt- 
tion  for  free  delivery  amotinis  td  abbdt  eleven 
hundred  thousand  doHati.  1  )l«te  nbt  thb 
figures  bbfore  me  no<r. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  1  can  very  ?eftdily  un- 
derstand if  the 'Postmaster  Ghenerfait  chdotfes  tb 
creflit  to  the  free  delivery  all  the  drop-letter, 
and  then  charge  the  expense,  he  may  pVobablt 
in  some  of  the  iar^e  cities  niake  a  great  prbilt 
out  of  the  free  deliverv  in  that  whj ;  and  if  He 
were  to  credit  the  free  delivery  with  tfte  re- 
ceipts of  the  foreign  mails  he  eould  make  It 
still  larger  profit;  but  it  is ftn  entire  deluslbn — 
I  will  not  say  a  dishonest  deldstbn,  be<»usb  I 
know  it  is  not  intended  to  be  dishonest,  btkt  ft 
most  painful  delnsibn — to  undertake  to  de- 
clare that  you  ai«  to  measure  thb  real  expense 
of  free  delivery  by  giving  credit  to  that  aide 
of  the  account  for  everything  that  the  letter- 
carrier  may  pick  hp,  and  giving  credit  to  him 
for  all  the  drop- letters,  wherever  tbe^  may 
happen  tb  be  dro||)ped,  into  the  General  Post 
Office  as  well  as  into  post  office  boxes.  You 
might  just  aft  well  saf  that. the  whole  bf  the 
letters  deposited  in  the  po^  office  boxes  pni 
around  the  city  are  to  be  credited  to  him, 
although  the  postace  m4y  be  paid.  That  will 
not  do,  becafise  all  those  letters,  br  a  very 
large  proportion  of  them,  would  go  to  the  post 
office  if  you  did  not  have  the  free  delivery ; 
and  there  is  where  the  fallacy  comes  io. 


It  is  pei*fectly  appftl-eht  theh,  Mb.  Pi-bsident, 
thtlt  )rou  Have  hb  test  at  all  as  .to  boW  mtlbh 
the  real  expense  of  this  frbe  deilvetV  is  tb  be 
tHitigated  on  account  bf  tne  sdppbsea  increase 
bf  bUsiiles^  fVom  the  e^ebt  of  It.  You  Hiay  say, 
&B  a  iHatter  bf  fancy,  And  perhaps  as  a  thatter 
bf  fhbt,  that  on  accodntbf  sending  Hibn  Atotidd 
to  all  pal-ts  bf  the  city,  hnd  havidg  bokes  for 
letter^  tb  be  but  ih,  people  are  induced  to 
Write  ntole  letter^  tH&u  they  Would  otherwise 
WHte.  Pet-haps  that  to  thb  extent  of  one  lett^ 
in  five  Huhdred  ot-  k  thousand  is  thie ;  but  ks 
applied  to  the  great  body  bf  the  cbrt-espond- 
brice  of  the  couiitry,  1  believe  everv  person's 
experienbe  Will  sHow  and  Will  prbve  that  it  is 
rtbt  true.  Sb  that  you  have  k  tbulioh  bf  money 
thatydu  are  paying  obt  how  fVodi  the  Revenues 
bf  the  Post  Office  Depattment  In  brder  to  cat-ry 
ib  the  doorii  of  the  people  and  to  brihg  away 
fVom  the  dbbrd  bf  the  people  lb  large  cities 
their  mails  ih^  which  they  pay  ho  mote  than 
Ihe  grclit  body  bf  the  people  in  the  whole 
codntt-v  in  the  smaller  cities,  add  tlie  great 
majdtily  of  the  ^bople  eveti  id  the  ^i-eat  ciliei 
bay  ;  sb  thkt  the  people  throughdut  the  coun- 
try Whb  pAy  ihelr  three  cbbts  on  a  letter  really 
arb  taxed  in  drdbt  to  give  pbbple  who  live  in 
the  large  tbwns,  and  who  db  not  choose  to  gb 
td  the  po^t  office,  and  have  these  bb)tes  and 
letter-carriers,  the  fchilttce  of  getting  their  let- 
ters withodt  gdiug  to  the  pbst  office  fot  thbm. 
That  is  not  ri/Jht  or  proper.  I  do  iiot  believe 
In  the  prtiibiple  bf  the  thing  Ai  all  unless  yod 
make  it  general;  and  you  cahnbt  make  ii  gen- 
eral withbnt  breaking  it  dbwh. 

Tne  deficiehcy  irt  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment is  inbteAsing.  We  are  growing  WbHe  and 
worsb  in  respect  to  thb  amount  of  monejr  that 
has  io  be  taken  out  of  K^iieral  taxation  to 
cArrjr  od  the  Post  Office  Depiirtment.  That 
appears  frbfai  the  1-epbrt  of  the  Postnfaster 
General  made  at  the  cbmmencement  of  thid 
sessibh  of  Congress.  Asa  fordier  Cbbml^- 
ftionbr  bf  Agri'cblidre  sAid,  the  thitig  has  eit- 
ceeded  his  most  shnguine  expectktions  in  the 
capacity  of  spending  mbtiej'  and  hot  geltlbg 
it.  I  do  tiot  speak  bf  this  to  bbthplain  bl'  the 
Pbsttniister  General )  t  think  he  is  a  vigorous 
bffibbr;  but  the  necessity  of  extending  the 
mails  evbty Where,  wherever  Anybody  iusi.<;ts 
bh  having  one  carried,  and  the  rapablty  and 
extortion  of  corpdi-ations,  steambbkta,  and 
dt.hei*s  who  barr^  the  mails,  are  sUcH  that 
although  the  business  oT  the  Post  Office  in- 
creases, it  inbi-eases  k\  the  expense  of  making 
a  Ikrger  deflcibncV,  being  less  kble  tb  Sustain 
ittself  at  the  end  of  the  Ust  year  than  it  was  at 
the  end  bf  the  yeat-  before.  If  We  keep  on  in 
that  dil^ction  and  in  that  way  we  ^hali  cbme 
tb  the  time  when  It  will  be  necessary  to  re- 
ttebch  somewhere. 

NoW.  then,  if  ^bd  teduce  thib  Hmitiitibn 
frbm  fifty  tb  twehty  thbusand  inhabitants; 
looking  oVer  the  cities  of  this  country,  you 
Will  dbdble  the  expense  bf  Jour  free  delivery  ; 
and,  therefore;  instead  of  there  being  a  defi- 
ciency of  $5,0OO.ObO,  ati  in  the  last  year,  in 
rdund  niimbers — i  bellbve  it  was  a  little  bver 
that — ybil  will  have  a  deficiency  bf  six  br  seven 
ihillibna  this  yeah  That  is  a  peHbt-mance  that 
1  Aih  not  disposbd  tb  agree  to.  The  bohdition 
bf  the  country  is  not  such  ad  to  Wafrant  that 
sort  of  expeb'diture  ahd  that  sort  of  liberality, 
if  you  call  it  sUbH,  at  thi6  tidie ;  A'o  that  I  must 
be  eStcused  if  I  insist  on  this  amendment  as  I 
have  proposed  it  now. 

Mr.  liAMSEY.  Doe^  the  Senator  propose 
to  divide  the  Sehatet 

MK  EDMUNDS.  I  propbse  to  insist  on 
that  amendment. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     Theti  Wb  maj  as  well  <|uit. 

Mr.  BDMUNDS.    You  can  agree  tb  it. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Why  can  you  not  reserve 
it  until  We  come  into  the  Senate? 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  honorable  Senatob 
if  anxious  about  going  on,  why  can  he  not 
agree  to  the  amendment  now  and  then  disagree 
to  it  in  the  Senate?    I  do  nbt  know  an;'  put- 
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ticalar  reason  why  I  should  yield  to  him  more 
than  he  to  me,  because  I  move  the  amend- 
ment believing  in  it. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  There  is  not  much  in  the 
objection  of  the  Senator  that  the  expense 
of  this  free  delivery  will  be  increased  by 
this  amendment.  It  would  not  be  increased 
$50,000.  Of  course,  as  he  says,  the  expense  of 
the  free  delivery  system  is  very  great ;  but  we 
know  that  in  all  other  countries  of  the  world 
where  there  is  a  perfect  postal  system,  they 
carry  the  letter  not  only  to  every  house  in  a 
village  or  a  town,  but  to  every  house  through- 
out the  whole  country.  This  is  simply  an 
attempt  to  approximate  our  system  to  the  per- 
fection that  obtains  elsewhere.  Then  :^ain, 
almost  all  the  postal  revenues  are  derived 
from  the  cities  having  free  delivery,  or  in  a 
very  large  degree.  The  large  surplus  that 
pays  the  heavy  charges  of  the  system  comes 
from  the  cities  that  have  free  delivery. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  For  a  year  or  more  I  have 
been  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  Postmaster 
General  to  exercise  the  discretion  which  the 
present  law  allows  him  in  giving  free  delivery 
to  cities  under  fifly  thousand  inhabitants  where 
there  were  special  reasons  for  it.  It  so  hap- 
pens that  the  city  in  which  I  live  has  about 
forty  nine  thousand  inhabitants.  He  has  an- 
swered to  that  appeal  that  he  had  no  appropria- 
tion for  this  purpose.  There  are  large  num- 
bers of  towns  in  the  northern  States  of  twenty, 
twenty-five,  and  thirty  thousand  inhabitants 
which  have  already  the  free- deli  very  system, 
and  yet  in  the  South  we  cannot  get  a  free* 
delivery  system  in  a  town  of  Torty-nine  thou- 
sand inhabitants.  I  hope  the  amendment  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  will  not  prevail. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  think  myself 
there  is  much  justice.  I  never  could  see  it,  in 
giving  a  free  delivery  in  one  town  that  had  fifty 
thousand  inhabitants  and  refusing  it  to  a  town 
that  had  forty-nine  thousand.  In  fact,  the  cit- 
izens of  a  large  town  might  as  well,  so  far  as 
their  individual  rights  are  concerned,  be  re- 
quired to  go  to  the  post  office  to  get  their  own 
letters,  as  individual  citizens  in  a  small  town. 
The  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in  part  to 
represent  has  not  any  free  delivery,  and  does 
not  expect  to  have  any.  Many  of  our  people 
go  ten  miles  to  get  a  letter  in  the  new  and  un- 
settled counties,  and  then  they  have  a  mail 
but  once  a  week,  and  they  think  themselves 
very  well  accommodated  at  that. 

If  in  those  States  where  they  have  compact 
communities,  where  they  have  compact  vil- 
lages or  cities  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  they  desire  to  have  a  free 
delivery,  and  if  by  this  economy  that  the 
Postmaster  General  has  here  recommended 
of  lessening  the  salaries  of  the  carriers  they 
can  get  a  free  delivery  in  those  cities  without 
increasing  the  expenses  of  the  Department, 
why  not  let  them  have  it?  The  real  amend- 
ment that  we  ought  to  put  in  here  is  not  that 
that  free  delivery  **  shall  be  established,*'  but 
that  it  *^  may  be  established."  There  are  some 
communities,  some  compact  cities,  where  it 
would  be  convenient  and  where  it  could  be 
established  at  very  little  expense.  I  think  the 
Senator  from  Vermont  will  be  satisfied  to  have 
it  changed  in  that  way,  that  the  free-delivery 
system  may  be  established  in  ail  cities,  be- 
cause there  ought  to  be  and  should  be  a  dis- 
cretion vested  in  the  Postmaster  General, 
whether  the  number  is  fixed  at  forty,  ^fly,  or 
one  hundred  thousand. 

Some  cities  have  taken  in  all  the  surround- 
ing country,  have  taken  in  adjacent  towns, 
adjacent  factory  villages  up  and  down  streams 
for  four  or  five  miles,  and  yet  they  are  all  con- 
sidered as  belonging  to  that  town,  and  when 
it  comes  to  the  question  whether  you  will  have 
a  free  delivery  in  that  town  or  not,  the  ques 
tion  is,  what  is  that  town?  It  is  all  that  has 
been  taken  in  by  the  corporation ;  one  city 
after  another  adjacent,  three,  five,  or  ten  miles 
off  have  been  added  to  the  town,  and  therefore 


that  town  embraces  what  in  many  portions  of 
a  State  would  be  a  well-developed  county. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is,  the  people  are 
taken  in  and  the  Government  at  the  same 
time.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Now,  Mr.  President, 
there  ought  to  be  a  discretion  vested  in  the 
Postmaster  General  to  inaugurate  a  free  deliv- 
ery in  such  k  place  or  not.  Unless  there  are 
half  a  dozen  post  offices  established  in  one 
town,  it  will  be  a  matter  of  great  expense  to 
employ  letter-carriers  from  one  central  point 
in  such  a  town  as  that  to  go  to  all  the  neigh- 
boring localities  that  have  been  taken  in  and 
which  they  call  the  town  or  the  city. 

I  would  be  satisfied  with  this  section  myself 
if  the  phraseology  were  changed  so  that  the 
Postmaster  General  shall  not  be  required  to 
establish  the  free-delivery  system  everywhere, 
but  may  establish  it  in  those  compact  towns 
where  he  can  do  so  at  little  expense.  I  think 
the  Postmaster  General  ought  to  have  that 
discretion.  I  think  the  public  service  would 
be  convenienced  by  having  it  in  cities  of  twenty 
thousand  inhabitants,  and  yet  there  may  be 
cases  where  it  would  be  inexpedient  to  estab- 
lish it  in  cities  of  twenty  thousand  inhabitants. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  ask  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  whether  he  had  not  better  let  this 
matter  pass  over  for  the  present,  and  let  us  go 
on  with  the  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  now  is  as  good  a 
time  to  consider  it  as  we  can  have. 

Mr.  COLE.  Is  anybody  opposed  to  the 
proposition  to  strike  oat  '* shall"  and  insert 
^'may?" 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  would  not  leave  it  to  the 
discretion  of  the  Postmaster  General.  I  would 
not  like  to  be  in  his  position  with  that  discre- 
tion imposed  on  me. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  The  present  law  allows 
free  delivery  in  the  discretion  of  the  Postmas- 
ter General  in  cities  with  less  than  fifty  thou- 
sand population. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Let  us  see  your  law. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  am  quite  certain  that  is 
the  fact.  I  cannot  refer  to  the  law,  but  I  have 
the  authority  of  the  Postmaster  General  for 
saying  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  have 
the  authority  of  the  statute. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  His  objection  to  doing  it 
was  the  fact  that  no  appropriation  had  been 
made  sufficient  to  do  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  He  can  make  a  defi- 
ciency, as  usual. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  On  this  subject  of  a  defi- 
ciency there  is  no  more  sense  in  making  the 
Post  Office  Department  self-sustaining  than 
there  is  in  making  the  Navy  Department  or  the 
War  Department  self-sustaining.  The  Post 
Office  is  a  great  engine  of  the  Government  to 
diffuse  knowledge,  intelligence^  and  informa- 
tion among  the  people,  and  there  is  no  obliga- 
tion resting  upon  the  Government  to  make  it 
self-sustaining.  We  have  got  now  a  little 
postage  of  three  cents  on  a  letter,  and  I  think 
it  n>ight  very  well  be  reduced  to  two,  and  for 
that  matter  it  might  be  made  free,  and  let 
everything  go  for  nothing. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  is  to  some  people,  I 
believe 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  it  might  be  pro- 
motive of  the  best  interests  of  the  American 
people  to  pay  for  having  the  mails  taken  free 
to  every  man's  door.  I  believe  it  would  pro- 
mote the  diffusion  of  knowledge,  it  would  pro- 
mote the  circulation  of  intelligence  and  news- 
papers to  have  them  go  free  absolutely.  This 
is  a  question  that  will  come  up  seriously  before 
the  American  people  and  before  Congress  ere 
long ;  and  we  shall  meet  it,  or  somebody  will 
who  may  be  here. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Let  me  appeal  to  the  Sen- 
ator to  let  us  go  on.  If  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  insists  on  having  a  vote,  of  course 
that  will  break  up  the  Senate,  and  we  shall 
have  to  abandon  the  bill  for  the  evening.    The 


only  other  way  to  get  alon^  is  to  defer  • 
Senator  from  Vermont  at  presentr  ^ac  . 
that  the  Senate  may  correct  the  m&tier  t: 
the  bill  is  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     That  is  your  bestirkr 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     I  can  see  no  other  c 
unless  we  abandon  the  bill  for  the  eveal-.- 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICEB,  (Mr.  :^  r 
CER  in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  n  • 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  VenD-in 

Mr.  COLE.      Is  there     any    objec:.:^ 
changing  the  word  "shall"  to  *'  mayf 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  There  is  a  most  <!gc: 
objection. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Let  the  amendoi€!i. 
the  Senator  from  Vermont  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  ameodment : 

amendment,  which  was  to  strike  oui  in  ' 

second  line  of  the  matter  proposed  to  i- 

serted  the  word  *Uwenty  '*  and  insert  *'trj 

so  that  the  section  will  read  : 

That  the  free-delivery  syvtem   shall  b«  «*'. 
lished  in  all  cities  having  a  popalatioa  of  £  : 
than  fifty  thousand,  A;c. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.     I  agree  with  th.»e  S- 

ators  who  think  that  that  limit  is  too  hl^i. 

further  believe  that  the  two  sections,  r.  .- 

three  and  ninety-four,  within  bracketss  a?  ii: 

original  bill,  furnish  the  sabstance  of  a,  f*<f- 

section.     In  place  of  the  secuon  recoms.'*  . 

ed    by  the  committee,  I   would  take  t^r-. 

ninety-three  as  printed  in  brackets,  and  ta  . 

it  read  in  this  way : 

That  letter-earners  may  be  employed  for  tb-.  ^ 
delivery  of  mail-matter  as  freqaeoUy  aj  Ue  ; 
buBineas  may  require  at  erery  place  eaouis.  i  . 
population  of  not  lees  than  twen^  thouBAod. 

That  leaves  it  optional  bj  the  word  '*m^j 

And  then : 

That  the  salary  of  letter-earriers  shall  b*  t'  . 
by  the  Postmaster  Gkneral.   and  shall  not  *:i  t 
S8pp  per  annum;  but  on  satisfactory  eriJecc^ 
diligence,  fidelity,  and  ezperienee  and  labor  !•:' 
formed,  he  may  increase  their  salary  to  aor  c*^  :  ' 
exceeding  91,000  per  annum :  and  in  San  Vmi:* 
California,  he  may  pay  such  additional  eaIftnfi^ 
carriers  as  will  secure  the  serTices  of  eomp^Ccai;-:: 
sons. 

The  reason  why  I  prefer  section  ninetj''  • 
in  brackets  is  mainly  because  of  what  I  r^i^" 
as  the  very  proper  suggestion  of  the  Sr:  ^' 
from  Vermont,  that  it  is  iDJudicioua  to  uti'- 
take  to  make  fixed  rates  of  compensatios  '  * 
different  cities  in  proportion  to  the  fixed  :•.; 
ulation  of  one  hundred  thousand  in  one  ei*' 
and  less  than  one  hundred  thoasand  aod  i^: 
less  than  fifty  thousand  in  another  case,  its  **■ 
all  know  the  letter-carrier  serrice  may  b€  c.rt 
less  laborious  in  a  great  city  like  New  Tc^ 
than  in  a  small  city  Tike  Waishington. 

I  rather  favor  the  idea  of  permitUBg  ''- 
Postmaster  General,  at  his  option,  to  hzn'tt 
free  delivery  of  letters  in  places  of  not  H* 
than  twenty  thousand  inhabitants  for  the  r-r 
son  that  in  such  a  place  the  Postmaster  Gi*. 
eral  can  determine  by  a  little  Inquiry  wbetk: 
the  people  prefer  to  call  for  their  letters  ^ 
whetner  they  desire  to  hare  them  deliTNt^ 
by  carriers ;  and  with  two  or  three  cities  -'■f 
about  twenty  thousand  inhabitants  in  mj  '.n 
at  this  moment,  I  should  say  it  would  i^v> 
require  more  than  two  letter  carriers  foren^ 
to  do  the  service,  which  woald  not  be  a  v^7 
large  expenditure  at  seven  or  eight  baadrel 
dollars  apiece.  The  increase  of  the  eip^fi^ 
of  the  Post  Office,  I  think,  would  have  coih-^ 
formidable  in  it  I  should  be  averse  to  adof»'i ; 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vera<.>£- 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     While  this  anbject  ii  a^  I 
may  as  well  say  there  are  now  but  fifiv-t'^ 
towns  that  have  this  free  delivery.    There  *t? 
•a  few  towns  in  New  England  and  in  the  js.  '-■ 
die  States  of  smaller  population  upon  vbc^ 
this  privilege  was  conferred  before  the  J» 
limiting  it  to  cities  of  fitly  thousand  psssei 
There  are  none,  I  think,  who  have  had  ii  c-'^ 
ferred  upon  them  by  the  Postmaster  Geo^T- 
in  his  discretion  since  the  i>assage  of  the  i^v; 
but  previously  half  a  dozen  towns  in  New  Ear 
laud,  and   Harrisburg   and  Lancaster,  pT>:^ 
ably,  in  Pennsylvania,  and  one  or  two  tovii 
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in  New  York,  were  allowed  the  privilege. 
The  redoctioQ  to  twenty  thousand  would  only 
idd  about  twenty  towns  to  the  list;  but  I  think 
t  better  to  accept  the  amendment  under  the 
jircumstances  in  which  we  are  placed. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Let  this  amendment  be 
regarded  as  non-concurred  in,  and  let  us  go  on 
with  the  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  You  cannot  do  that  until 
fou  take  the  question  on  my  amendment. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Well,  I  said  let  the 
imendment  of  the  committee  be  non-con- 
curred in,  and  let  it  stand  as  it  is  in  the  bill. 

Mr.  GASSERLY.  Cannot  it  be  passed  over 
for  the  present? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  No ;  the  Senator  from  Yer- 
nont  does  not  consent  to  that. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  pending  question  is 
>n  my  amendment  to  the  amendment  of  the 
committee,  to  strike  out  *^ twenty''  and  insert 
*  fifty;''  and  upon  that  the  Senate  must  act 
>efore  it  goes  ahead  if  that  is  the  law,  and 
br  this  reason :  if  I  were  proposing  an  amend* 
nent  which  changed  the  existing  law  I  should 
f'lM  to  the  suggestion  of  the  chairman  with 
pleasure  to  let  the  committee  have  its  way  and 
eave  the  law  as  it  stands  until  we  should  come 
into  the  Senate;  but  I  am  not  proposing  such 
in  amendment.  I  am  proposing  an  amend- 
nent  to  keep  the  law  where  it  is,  and  I  do  not 
hink  it  quite  the  thing  for  the  committee  to 
isk  us  to  change  the  law  upon  a  vital  point  of 
his  sort  as  a  mere  matter  of  courtesy  to  them. 
The  courtesy  is  right  the  other  way. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  suggested  to  the  Sena- 
or  from  Vermont  that  we  non-concur  in  the 
imendment  of  the  committee ;  that  is,  non- 
:oncur  in  the  amendment  striking  out  the 
linety-third  and  ninety-fourth  sections,  and  not 
bgreeing  to  the  new  section  reported  as  sec- 
ion  ninety-three,  leaving  the  law  as  it  now  is. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  not  at  all  satis- 
iactory. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  Senator  said  he  was 
nrilling  to  leave  the  law  as  it  is  now. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  So  I  say;  but  section 
linety-three  does  not  leave  it  as  the  law  now 
8.  it  gives  a  discretion  to  the  Postmaster 
jreneral  which  I  assert  he  does  not  now  pos- 
(es§. 

Mr.  POMEROY.     There  is  no  discretion 

lOW. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  Senator  will  read 
he  last  line  he  will  see  there  is  a  discretion ; 
hat  is,  that  the  Postmaster  General  may  es- 
ablish  this  free  delivery  in  such  other  places 
IS  he  pleases.  If  that  is  not  discretion,  will 
he  Senator  be  good  enough  to  tell  me  what 
tis? 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  is  the  old  law  as  it 
)ow  is 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  is  not  the  old  law ;  'l 
leny  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  It  is  the  law  that  passed 
he  House.  This  is  as  it  passed  the  House, 
ind  I  understand  that  to  be  the  old  law. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    Produce  the  old  law. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  I  can  say  to  the  Senator 
rem  Vermont  that  the  present  law  authorizes 
he  establishment  of  the  free-delivery  system 
n  all  cities  or  towns  of  fifty  thousand  inhab- 
tants  or  more,  and  in  the  discretion  of  the 
Postmaster  General  the  free-delivery  system 
nay  be  established  in  towns  of  less  population. 

Mr.  EDMONDS.  If  the  Senator  will  just 
*ead  the  statute  which  contains  it,  I  shall  be 
{lad  to  hear  it. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Without  being  able  at  this 
noment  to  turn  to  the  statute,  for  I  have  not 
he  books  here,  I  have  the  authority  of  the 
Postmaster  General  for  saying  so. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.    If  the  Senator  will  give 

vay  for  a  moment  I  will  read  the  law : 

"Seo.  15.  And  be  it  further  enaated^  Thatnothinir 
sontaiDed  in  the  act  entitled  *  An  aot  to  amend  the 
awtf  relatiog  to  the  Poet  Office  Department/  ap- 
>ruved  March  8, 1863,  shall  be  ao  eonstraed  as  to 
epeul  or  modify  the  second  section  of  the  aot  enti- 
led '  An  act  makinir  appropriations  for  the  service 
)f  the  Post  Office  Department  daringr  the  fiscal  year 
mdiog  the  80th  June,  IBdl,'  for  the  delivery  of  let- 


ters and  other  mail  matter  from  post  offices  where 
the  system  of  free  delivery  by  carriers  has  not  botin 
established :  Providedt  neverthele^tt  and  it  i«  hereby 
further  enacted^  That  the  system  of  free  delivery 
shall  be  established  in  every  place  containing  a 
population  of  fifty  thousand  within  the  delivery  of 
the  office  thereof,  and  at  such  other  places  as  the 
Postmaster  General  in  his  judgment  shall  direct: 
And  provided  further^  That  the  prepayment  post- 
age on  drop-letters  in  all  places  where  free  delivery 
is  not  established  shall  be  one  cent  only." 

That  is  the  act  of  March  8,  1865. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Do  you  say  that  is  the 
law  now  ? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.    I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  That  is  precisely  the  Ian  • 
gnage  of  this  bill:  **  and  such  other  places  as 
the  rostmaster  General  may  direct.'^  If  the 
Senator  from  Minnesota  has  read  the  law  aright, 
then  it  is  copied  into  this  ninety-third  section. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  He  has  read  the  law  as 
it  stood  in  1865.  Of  course  he  has  not  mis- 
read it ;  but  I  do  not  understand  that  is  the  law 
now. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  It  was  so  represented  to  us 
as  a  committee  from  the  Department. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     It  may  be  so. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  It  was  passed  v  only  six 
years  ago,  and  there  has  been  no  change  in 
the  law  since 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  to  strike  out  **  twenty"  and  insert 
"fifty." 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Before  that  question  is 
taken,  I  will  state  to  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mont, that  the  fifteenth  section  of  the  act  of 
March  8,  1865,  provides — 

"That  the  system  of  free  delivery  shall  be  estab- 
lished in  every  place  containing  a  population  of  fifty 
thousand  within  the  delivery  of  the  office  thereof, 
and  at  such  other  places  as  the  Postmaster  General, 
in  his  judgment,  snail  direct." 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     That  is  the  act  of  1865. 

Mr.  SAWYER.    The  act  of  March  8,  1865. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  chairman  has  just 
read  that,  word  for  word. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Now  I  call  on  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  as  we  have  read  the  law, 
to  show  where  it  is  repealed. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  a  very  fair  call, 
but  the  Senator  will  excuse  me  from  troubling 
myself  at  this  present  moment  on  that  subject. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER  put  the  ques 
tion  on  the  amendment  to  the  amendment,  and 
declared  that  the  noes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     I  call  for  a  division. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  there  is  danger  that 
we  shall  find  ourselves  without  a  quorum. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  object  to  any  debate 
until  the  division  is  taken. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     Give  it  up. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     I  do  not  give  it  up. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  am  asking  the  other  side 
to  give  it  up.. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  You  may  give  it  up  if 
yon  want  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
will  put  the  question  again. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  ques- 
tion is  on  the  amendment  as  amended. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  wish  to  offer  a  further 
amendment,  if  I  am  not  offensive  to  the  com- 
mittee. I  supposed  that  the  object  of  having 
this  bill  considered  in  the  Senate  was  for  the 
purpose  of  understanding  it.  If  that  is  not 
the  object,  then  I  will  excuse  myself  and  go 
home.  I  do  not  like,  and  I  believe  my  friend 
from  California  does  not  like,  the  idea  of  this 
graduation  of  salaries  in  this  ninety-third  sec- 
tion. It  provides  that  in  a  certain  population 
it  shall  be  $800,  and  in  a  certain  contingency 
$900,  and  in  a  certain  other  population  $700. 
and  in  a  certain  contingency  $800,  and  in  all 
other  cities  $600  the  first  year  of  service  and 
$700  thereafter.  To  make  it  conform  (to  say 
nothing  of  this  graduation)  to  what  we  have 
already  done,  it  is  needful  to  strike  out  in  line 
ten,  eleven,  and -twelve,  the  words  **and  in 


all  other  cities  $600  the  first  year  of  their  ser- 
vice, and  $700  per  annum  thereafter."  That 
applies  to  the  cities  below  fifty  thousand,  and 
I  make  that  motion  in  the  first  place. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  ED  M  UNDS.  I  do  not  like  the  rest  of 
the  section  as  to  graduation,  but  I  do  not  wish 
to  embarrass  the  committee,  and  as  that  is  a 
mere  question  of  discretion,  and  not  of  prin- 
ciple, I  will  not  undertake  to  divide  the  Senate 
upon  tbnt  if  they  think  it  is  best  as  it  is. 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  strike  out  sec- 
tion one  hundred,  in  the  following  words  : 

Sbo.  100.  That  the  person  in  charge  of  a  branch 
office  may  be  a  depositary  for  the  sale  of  postage 
stamps  and  stamped  enrelopes,  which  may  be  de- 
livered to  him  for  that  purpose  by  the  Postmaster  in 
sums  not  at  any  time  to  exceed  one  half  the  penalty 
of  his  bond. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  [one 

hundred  and  one]  ninety-nine^  line  two,   to 

strikeout  the  word  **four  "  and  insert  ^'  two ;'' 

and  in  line  six,  to  strike  out  the  word  **  four'' 

and  insert  ^Hwo;"   so  that  the  section  will 

read : 

Sso.  [101]  99.  That  the  rate  of  postage  on  news- 
papers, (excepting  weeklies.)  periodicals  not  ex- 
ceeding two  ounces  in  weight,  and  circulars  when 
the  same  are  deposited  in  a  letter-carrier  office  for 
delivery  by  the  office  or  its  carrier,  shall  be  uniform 
at  one  cent  each ;  but  periodicals  weighing  more 
than  two  ounces  shall  be  subject  to  a  postage  of  two 
cents  each,  and  these  rates  shall  be  prepaid  by 
stamps. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  wish  to  give  notice  that 
when  we  come  into  the  Senate  I  shall  desire 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  that 
amendment  I  do  not  believe  in  it,  and  never 
agreed  to  it  in  committee.  I  believe  that  a 
newspaper,  whether  it  weighs  two  ounces  or 
four,  ought  to  go  through  the  mails  at  the 
same  price. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  [one 
hundred  and  th;:ee]  one  hundred  and  one, 
line  seven,  to  insert  before  the  word  ''  from  " 
the  word  *Hhere,"  and  at  the  end  of  the  sec- 
tion to  strike  out  the  word  *'it." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  [one 
hundred  and  five]  one  hundred  and  three, 
line  six,  to  insert  after  the  word  '* exchange'' 
the  words  **and  compensation  to  postmas- 
ters ;"  so  that  the  section  will  read  : 

Sbo.  [105]  103.  That  the  Postmaster  General  may 
conclude  arrangements  with  the  post  departments 
of  foreign  Governments,  with  which  postal  conven- 
tions have  been  or  may  be  concluded,  for  the  ex- 
change, by  means  of  postal  orders,  of  small  sums  of 
money,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  in  amount,  at 
such  rates  of  exchange,  and  compensation  to  post- 
masters, and  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as  he 
majr  deem  expedient;  and  the  expenses  of  estab- 
lishiuf  and  conducting  such  system  of  exchange  may 
be  paid  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  money-order 
business. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  to  insert  as  an 
additional  section  the  following: 

Sbo.  106.  That  in  case  of  the  sickness  or  unavoidable 
absence  from  his  office  of  the  postmaster  of  any 
money-order  post  office,  be  may,  with  the  approval 
of  the  Postmaster  General,  aatborize  the  chief  clerk 
or  some  other  clerk  employed  therein  to  act  in  his 
place,  and  to  discharge  all  the  duties  required  by  law 
of  such  postmasters:  Provided^  That  the  official  bond 
given  by  the  principal  of  the  office  shall  be  held  to 
cover  and  apply  to  the  acts  of  the  person  appointed  to 
act  in.his  place  in  such  cases:  And  provided  further. 
That  such  acting  officer  shall,  for  the  time  bein^.  be 
subject  to  all  the  liabilities  and  penalties  preecribed 
by  law  for  the  official  misconduct  in  like  cases  of  the 
postmaster  for  whom  he  shall  act. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  [one 
hundred  and  eightj  one  hundred  anxi  seven, 
line  two,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^Mess  than 
one  nor;''  so  that  it  will  read : 

Sbc.  (108]  107.  That  no  money  order  shall  be 
issued  lor  more  than  fifty  dollars,  and  the  fees 
therefor  shall  be  for  orders  not  exceeding  ten  dol- 
lars, five  cents.*  ike. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 
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The  next  am^ndmeht  nfras  in   sebiidh  [oiie 

haridred   and  ttrenty-twb]  dne  handrfed  and 

twenty-one,  line  deven,  to  insertdftet*  the  word 

'*  deemed'*  the  ^ords  ^'atid  taken ,"  and  at 

thfe  end  of  thb  i^ection  to  insert  the  following : 

And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Assistant  Treas- 
urer of  the  United  States  to  open,  at,  the  request  of 
the  Postmaster  General,  an  acpount  of  "moaey-order 
funds  "  deposited  by  postniosters  to  the  credit  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  and  of  drdfta  against  the 
amount  so  deposited,  drawn  by  him  and  counter- 
signed by  the  Auditor. 

So  that  the  section  will  read : 

Sbg.  [122]  121.  That  all  money  received  for  the  sale 
of  nibney  orders,  including  all  fees  th^reod,  -all 
money  transferred  from  the  postal  revenues  to  the 
money-order  funds,  all  money  tirunsferred  or  paid 
from  the  money-order  fdnds  to  the  seWico  of  the 
Post  Office  Department,  and  all  money-order  funds 
transferred  from  .one  postmaster  to  another,  shall 
be  deemed  and  i:aken  to  be  money-order  funds  and 
fnoneylh  the  Treasury  of  theUnitisd  Stated.  And 
it  shall  be  the  duty  df  the  Assistant  Treasurer.  &o. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  We  have  enactbd  that,  I 
will  say,  in  the  contract  bill. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  wad  in  sectibn  [one 
hundred  and  twenty- three]  bne  hundred  and 
twenty-t#0|  line  thirtbeh,  after  the  word 
**  taken  '*  to  strike  but  the  wot-d  ^^a^*'  and  to 
insert  the  words  **to  be  ;"  in  line  twenty-fbar, 
after  the  word  ^^bank^"  to  insert  the  words 
**or  through  United  States  diabarsing  dfficers 
or  otherwise  }*'  aiid  at  the  end  of  the  section 
to  insert  the  words  **for  the  pui-pose  of  re- 
mitting surplud  money-order  fuhdd  from  one 
post  omce  to  another  to  be  used  in  payment 
of  money  orders.  That  disbursing  officers  of 
the  United  States  shall  be  required  to  isdue, 
under  regulations  to  be  prescribed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  duplicates  of  lost  checks 
drawn  by  them  in  favor  of  any  postmaster  on 
account  of  money  order  or  other  public  funds 
received  by  them  from  some  other  postmaster  ;*' 
BO  tnat  the  section  will  read : 

Seo.  [123J122.  That  any  postmaster,  assistant  clerk, 
or  other  person  employed  in  or  connected  with  the 
business  or  operations  of  any  money-order  office 
who  shall  convert  to  his  <]wn  use.  ^n  any  way  what- 
ever, or  loan,  or  deposit  in  any  bank,  or  exchange 
for  other  funds,  ^ny  portion  of  thb  tnoney-order 
funds,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  embesslement ;  and 
any  such  person,  as  well  as  every  other  persqn  ^- 
vieingor  participating  therein,  snail,  on  conviction 
thereof,  for  every  Such  offense,  be  imprisoned  for  not 
less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and 
to  be  fined  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  amount  ^mbeuled : 
and  any  failure  to  pay  over  or  JDrodtice  an^  money- 
order  funds  intrusted  to  such  person  shall  be  takeh 
[oslto  be  prima  facie  evidence  of  embezsl^ment; 
ana  upon  the  trial  of  any  indictment  against  any 
person  for  such  embeztlement,  it  shall  be  prinia/acie 
evidence  ot  a  balance  against  him  to  produce  a 
transcript  from  the  money-order  account-books  of 
the  Auditor  for  the  Post  Office  Depahment.  But 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  pro- 
hibit any  postmaster  depositing,  Under  the  direction 
of  tbo  Postmaster  General,  iti  a  national  bank  des- 
ignated by  the  Secretiiry  of  the  Treasury  for  that 
purpose,  to  his  own  credit  as  postmaster,  any  money- 
order  or  other  funds  in  his  charge,  nor  prevent  his 
negotiating  drafts  or  other  evidences  of  debt  through 
such  bank,  or  through  United  States  disbursing  offi- 
cers or  otherwise,  when  instructed  or  required  to  do 
so  by  the  Postmaster  General  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
mitting surplus  money -order  funds  from  one  post 
office  to  another  to  be  used  in  payment  of  money 
orders.  That  disbursing  officers  of  the  United  States 
Ahull  be  required  to  issue,  under  regulations  to  be 
prescribed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  dupli- 
cates of  lost  checka  drawn  by  them  in  favor  of  any 
postmaster  on  account  of  money-order  or  other 
public  funds  received  by  theiu  froUi  some  other  post- 
In  aster. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  ^as  on  pslge  50,  at  the 

end  of  section  one  hundred  ana  twenty-eight, 

to  add  the  following  proviso : 

Provided,  Thdt  letters  upon  the  oMcial  i>u8tnen 
of  the  Post  Office  Department  which  requires  r<^gi8T 
tering  shall  be  registered,  free  of  charge,  and  pass 
through  the  mails  free  of  charge. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  51,  sec- 
tion onQ  hundred  and  thirty- four,  line  three, 
to  insert  '*  magazines^'  after  '^  newspapers ;'' 
after  ^'posters,"  to  insert  ** unsealed  circu- 
lars;" after  '^  weight,"  in  line  seven,  to  insert 
'^packages  of  cotton,  woolen,  or  linen  clothing 
not  exceeding  twelve  ounces  in  weight;"  and 
at  the  end  of  line  nineteen,  to  insert  ^^all 
matti^rof  lh9  third  class,  excepting  books  and  i 


bthet  pt>{n ted  matter,  book  faiandsbt-i^jt^,  hrobf- 

sheets,  and  corrected   proof-sneeta,  shall  not 

exceed  twelve  ounces  in  treighi,  and  all  matter 

of  the    third  class  shall  be  subject  to  ^k- 

amination  and  to  raies  ot  postage  as  heifeiu- 

after  pi-ovided;"  so  thai  the  section  will  read : 

Si!o.i:i34]m  Thdt.niiilabie  malter  'ot  thetfalfd 
class  shall  embrace  aU,  lid.mp^lcts,  pcct^iohal  pi|b- 
lications,  transient  hewspaperd,  magazines,  hand- 
bills, posters,  unsealed  circulars,  prospectdses, 
books,  book  manuscripts,  pro<if-$heet8,  corrected 
proof-sheets,  maps,  prints,  engravings,  blanks,  flex- 
ible patterns,  samples  of  merchandise  not  eiceedihg 
twelve  ounces  in  weight,  packages  of  doiton,  wobien, 
or  li^en  clothing  i^ot  exceeding  tt?elVQ  ounces 
in  weight,  sample  cards,  phonographic  paper,  letter 
envelopes,  postal  envelopes  and  whabpeH,  cards, 
plain  and  orhamental  papeh  photographic  repre- 
sentations of  dip'erent  types,  seeds,  cuttings,  bulbs, 
roots,  scions,  and  all  otner  matter  which  may  be 
declared  mailable  by  laV,  and  all  other  tlkidleinot 
above  the  weight  prescribed  by  law,  which  are  ndt, 
from  their  form  or  nf^tu^e,  liable  to  destroy.  de(ace, 
or  otherwise  injure  the  contents  of  the  niatl-bag.  or 
the  person  of  an^  one  engaged  in  the  postal  sbrvic^. 
All  liquids,  poisons,  glass,  elplosite  materials;  and 
obscene  books  shall  be  excluded  from  the  mails. 
All  matter  of  the  tbird  class,  excepting  books  and 
other  printed  matter^,  bodk  mandsbniits,  t>roof- 
sheets.  and  corrected  proof-sheets,  shall  not  exceed 
twelve  ouncM  in  weignt.  and  ^U  platter  pf  the  ^hird 
class  shall  be  subject  to  examination  and  tb  rates 
of  postage  as  hereinafter  provided.  Sampleit  of 
metals*  ores,  and  miUeralo^iciU  specimens  shall  not 
exceed  twelve  ounces  in  weight,  and  shall  be  subject 
to  examination  and  to  rates  of  postage  as  Hiereih- 
after  protided. 

The  amendmeni  was  dg^eed  to: 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  62,  sec- 
tion [one^  hundred  and  thirty-eight]  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  .seven,  line  three,  after  the 
word  ^* franked,"  to  insert  the  words  ''when 
it  can  be  done  without  destroying  them  ;"  so 
as  to  make  the  section  read : 

Skc.  [138]  137.  That  postmasters  ai  the  office  of 
delivery  may  remove  the  wrappers  And  envelopes 
from  mail  matter  not  charged  with  letter  postage 
nor  lawfully  franked,  when  it  can  be  done  without 
destroying  them,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  there  is  upon  br  connected  with  any  such 
matter  anything  Which  would  authorize  or  require 
the  chance  of  a  nigher  rate  of  postage  thereon. 

The  amendment  wda  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  56;  sec- 
tion [on&  hundred  and  forty- hinel  oh^  hun- 
dred and  forty-eight,  aftet*  the  word  ^*  chitac- 
ter,"  in  line  tWo,  to  insert  ^*  or  Any  letter 
upon  the  envelbpe  of  which  dcurriloug  epi- 
thets majr  have  been  written  or  t)rinted,  br 
disloyal  dbvices  printiid  o^  engrilvtid;"  M  as 
to  read: 

Sao.  [149]  14d.  ThAt  ho  obicenfc  hook,  j^amphlet, 
picture,  print,  or  other  publication  of  a  Vulgit  or 
ludecei^  character,  or  any  letter  upon  the  envelope 
of  which  scurrilous  epithets  majr  ha^o  been  written 
or  printed.  Or  disloyal  devices  printed  or  engraved, 
shall  be  carried  in  the  mail. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  oA  pAgb  57,  to 

strike  out  section  ooe  hundred  and  fifty-two 

of  the  bill  in  the  fbllowing  wordd: 

Sac.  152.  That  all  mail  matter  deposited  for  mail- 
ing, paid  only  in  part,  shall  be  forwarded  to  its  des- 
tination, charged  with  the  unpaid  rate,  to  be  col- 
lected on  delivery. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert: 

Qec.  151.  That  if  any  mail  matter,  on  which  by 
law  the  postage  is  required  to  be  prepaid  tit  the 
mailing  office,  shall  by  inadvertence  reach  its  des- 
tination without  such  prepayment,  double  the  pre- 
paid rate  shall  be  charged  and  collected  on  delivery. 

Mr.  RAMSEV.     There  is  a  misprint  in  the 

one  hundred  and  fiftv-first  section.     It  should 

be  stricken  out  and  this  should  be  the  language 

of  it: 

That  all  mail  mattejr  deposited  for  mailing,  on 
which  at  least  one  full  rate  of  postage  hoA  been  paid 
aib  required  hjr  law,  shaU  be  forwarded  to  its  desti- 
nation charged  with  the  unpaid  rate,  td  bb  collected 
on  delivery. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr,  Spen- 
OKR  in  the  chair.)  .If  there  be  no  objection, 
this  amendment  will  be  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  of  the  committee  was 
on  page  58,  section  [one  hnndred  and  fifty- 
^evenj  one  hundred  and  fifty<6ix,  line  six,  to 
insert,  after  the  words  ^*  original  print,"  ^*  ex- 
cept the  correction  of  mere  typographical 
errors ;"  so  as  to  read: 

On  all  printed  matter  whiofa  is  so  marked  ae  to 


convby  Ahy  pthel-  bf  ftlfthef  Ifaforfciat  i'»a  t*. 
convey bd  bf  the  original  print,  eietept  the  ci.rr 
tion  of  merb  typbgrapbieal  errors;  &«. 

The  amendmbnt  waa  agreed  to. 

The  nfext  ftmehdrfl^rit  wda  bil  ^lage  -Vi,  ^ 

tion  [biiy  Httndrtd  arid  kixty]  due  hnndr^i  . 

fifty-niii^i   line  ^ight,  iftfef   tbte  word   --  :- 

tional"  to  insert  ** part  of  the  current;'    ; 

aftet   "quAl-tei-"  to  insert  *'ind;''    *o  ;*.- 

read: 

if  the  tertn  (sommehcej  at  tkhf  other  tX-d-^   i 
thb  beginning  of  a  dUarter,  paf  taient  #ha]l  6 
to  coyer  the  fractional  jfUri  of  the  oirreat  'tu-: 
and  of  the  next  quarter  following,  otb«rwi5<^ : .-     . 
^hall  be  collected  the^eoh  as  on  transient  ma:  • 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendnient  waa  on  the  same  ;*%.--, 
aection  [one  hundred  ttnd  mJtty-dde]  o:-e  £. 
dted  and  sixtyt  after  ^^newapapers^^'  ii    _ 
twof  to  insert  *  issued   less   treqaemk  :^^ 
once  a  week ;' '  so  a8  to  read : 

Bso:  [161]  160.  That  the  Poetmaater  G^o^ra.  r.- 
|;{royide  by  regula)^ions  for.carryina  sutall  newf r  •; 
issaea  less  frbqaently  than  onee  a  week,  in  n-.  : 
to  one  addfei^.  iVdm  a  ktlbwn  offiee  of  psH.. ;    . 
to  regnlar  sabseribers;  at  the  rsta  of  one  cesi  :'- 
each  four  otmces  or  fraction  thereof. 

The  amendment  waa  agreed  to. 

The  ti^Xt  htn^tidttient  Waa  in  aeetioh  >    - 

hntid^^d  ahd  ftiity-tHrO]  bile  handled  and  --r* 

btib;  kani»  (jagb^  after  thci  fTdrd  ^'  ^ee«ivt^.    ». 

Iin6  tWti;  to  inabrt  '*ahd  transmit:"  »  a* 

Fidad : 

6kc.  [162]  161;  That  bet»on4  knbwi|  b^  rershr  > 
ers  in  newspapers  aha  periodicela  majr  ree^iv  > . 
^icansmit^by  m^il  such  quantities  of  either  x*  n 
may* require,  and  ply  the  po^tAge  (here  >c  \i  -  - 
chived,  at  the  Same  riites,  pro  r<Mi*k,  at^  ret?alu'  ^i 
seribers  to  each  publiostioos  who  p^y  qoiartertr  -: 
advance. 

The  ameudment  was  agreed  to. 

Thd  riett  am^ndm^nt  wa«  on  |>ngp  ^\    -> 
eight;  8^cti»>ii  \mh  bnndrbd  and  six't-rur^- 
dHe  hdiidfed  ttttd  sikty  two,  to  strike  out  "Li; 
sent"  and  insert  **  will  send  ;"  to  strike  rr 
"fcaused"  fttid  ittfiet-f  cansb;"  tt>  «tr.k-  • 
"  permitted"  and  insert  **  permit;"  an«i  in   -^ 
tW^t^  «(»  8tMk«  due  '^haa  been'-    dn<i  :q  >. 
'*<h*nbe." 

The  PJEkESIDINQ  OFFICE Et.  Those  v^rbL 
etirreMlOnii  witl  bis  fuade: 

The  next  amend mejit  waa  to  atrike  om  ^^ 
iidh  ode  htihdrbd  Hhd  aixt^-fduf,  oh  page  ■ 
in  the  following  words: 

Bkc.  164.  That  on  mailable  matier  of  tlie  iV-. 
d^,  podtige  sokli  be  charged  at  the  rate  r.f  t 
cents   fbr  eaeh  tour   oaoeea   or   uuetioa  rL- 
Double  tl^ese.  rates  sh^ll  he.  charged  fur  bouki  i^-: 
samples  of  metals,  ores,  and  mineraU. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  ilie  rollo**': 

Sbg.  163.  l!hat  on  mailable  naatter  of  the  .  :. 
class,  except  as  herein  stated.  postaj:e  ^b^  ~ 
charged  at  tlie  rate  of  one  cent  for  ei>eh  t«d  -y^'-. 
Qx  fraction  thereof.  Doable  theee  rates  sk^l.  -^ 
charged  for  b9oks.  samples  of  m^uUf^  ore?,  and  sr- 
eraid,  iamples  of  mbrcnabdise,  and  pa^i^cs  al  c  :• 
ton,  woolen,  and  linen  clothing. 

Th»  ibi^ndM^hl:  #ka  agreed  to; 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  ol.  f*"^ 
tion  [one  hundred  and  Sixty  fivej  oiie  hu&u-i'i 
and  sixtj^-foiir,  line  five,  to  strike  out  "ek-: 
ceiita"  and  ihseVt  **biife  cent,"  and  strike  .3: 
**rour  ounces"  &tid  insert  "one  ounce;*"  ' 
as  io  make  the  section  read  : 

Seo.  U6ai64.  That  jpackagca  of 'f^oolen.  eottftc- 
lin^n  olotninK,  pot  exceeding  two  pounds-  in  tee  r^L 
milybbsent  through  thb  mail  to  afery  Bon-eoc.r5. 


Utioiisl^  the  PMtftiaitttr  Qeif^ral  slacf  prescribe. 
The  amendment  was  agreed  tor. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  pa^e  Gl  '.^ 
strike  out  section  one  hundred  and  sixty&i. 
as  follows: 

Ssc.l66<  That  pofT^ge  on  ansealed  ehvnlirs  *\C 
be  at  the  rate  oT  one  cent  fqr  any  number  tc     j' 
address  not  bzc^eding  thr^e,  with  an  additi'tn:il  n* 
of  tiro  cents  for  eaeh  addiUdhal  three  or  les& 

VsA  kth^Udea^ht  it\A  a^«d  to. 

The  next  amendnfentwaHon  the  satoe  pui. 
section  [one  hundred  and  sixty-a^ven]  or* 
hundred  and  sixty -five,  line  eight,  to  strike  i^c; 
** four  "  and  insert  <*  not  exceding  two ;"  a£C 
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n  line  nine  to  strike  but  ''four"  and  irifieH 

'twoj"  so  as  to  read: 

Sec.  [1671165.  That  the  rate  of  United  States  poatige 
>n  mail  mattersentto  or  received  frooifofeigu  coun- 
,ric8  with  which  different  fates  hityendt  been  edtab- 
j.^ihcd  by  postal  cooTention  Or  othbr  drradgemont, 
ivhen  forwarded  by  vesaela  regularly  employed  in 
ransporting  the  mail,  Ihall  bo  ten  centa  for  9>^cn 
lalf  ounce  6r  fnlbtidn  thereof  oh  lettera,  hnleii^  rb- 
lueed  by  order  of  the  Postmaster  General ;  twocanM 
}ach  on  newspapers  ;  and  not  excee^^pjL  two  cents 
3er  each  two  ounces,  or  fractibti  therbof*  on  pam- 
;)hlets,  beriodiealB.  books,  Ac. 

The  dmehdment  ^As  sigr^ed  id. 

The  next  amendmeiii  was  op  page  63,  to 
insert  the  following  as  an  adaitional  section: 

Sfsc.  170.  That  to  f|ici)it»te  letter  correspondence 
iDd  provide  for  the  transmission  in  the  miails,  at  a 
reduced  rtiteof  pdstage.br  ihesdages^  brd^rs,  notices, 
ind  other  short  commnnications,  bither  printed  or 
If ritteo  in  pencil  ^r  ink,  tl^e  Postnu^tDr  Genera)  be^ 
i,nd  he  \»  hereby,  authorised  and  directed  to  farnisn 
Mid  issue  to  the  public,  with  podtagb  stamps  inl> 
pressed  upon  them,  **  postal  bards.'' man dtUctnred 
of  good  stiff  paper,  pf  such  qnalit^j  forio.  ai^d  siKe  as 
hefihall  deem  best  adapted  for  general  Use:  which 
cards  shall  be  tl.<bd  as  a  nieshs  df  postdl  ihtercoilr^b. 
under  rules  and  regulations  to  be  prescribed  b^  the 
Postumster  Gebera^^  and  whep  so  used  shall  be  tran^- 
tn'.ttedtnrougti  the  maild  dt  a  postage  charge  of  onk 
cent  each,  incliidini  the  coSt  of  their  M&nttftMtitriJ. 

Tb^  attiehdm^nt  ^as  dgreed  ib. 

The  qezt  siniendaaeDt  was  to  strike  oat,  on 
pages  65  ana  66,  sections  one  hubdred  and 
seventy'Seven,  one  hundred  and  seven ty-eignt, 
and  one  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words: 

Ssc.  177n  That  any  person  who  shiill  wiUfuUy  ra- 
move.  attempj:  to  reJliove,  or  cause  to  be  rei;noy.ed, 
fronl  any  poitagb  dtamp  or  stain^ed  envelope,  the 
canceling  or  defacing  marks  therfedn,  With  Intent 
to  use  or  cause,  the  uSe  of  the  same  the  fteeond  time. 
or  sell  or  oner  to  sell  the  same :  any  person  who  shall 
knowidgly  nse,  or  prepiire  fbr  use,  or  give  or  exi)08b 
to  any  person  to  be  used;  or  buy  or  sell  or  offer  for 
sule  any  such  washed  or  restored  stam|»  or  stamped 
envelopes;  any  person  who  shall  remove  from  any 
mail  ihatter  thb  stamps  dttabhed  to  the  same  in  pay- 
ment of  postdge.  with  intent  to  itse  the  same  a  seo- 
ond  time,  or  to  fell,  or  offer  to  sel)  the  sanie;  ^very 
nivh  person,  being  employed  ip  any  dejiariment  of 
the  postal  service,  shall,  upon  odnVictibn  thcredf. 


be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  ihall  be  imprisoned 


guilty  6f  a  misdemeanor,  and  for  evbry  siich  offense 
tiball  be  imprisodedcnot  more  than  oi|ie.prear,  prbe 
fined  not  more  than  $500.  or  be  both  impfisohed  and 
fined. 

8  KG.  178.  That  any  person  employed  in  any  branch 
of  the  postal  service,  who  phall  willfaily  and  unlaw- 
fully remove  from  any  mail  mattei:  any  postage 
liitamp  affixed  therto  in  payment  of  the  t>09tag6. 
shall,  on  (Sdnvibtidn  tUerfebfi  for  kvbrj  sdch  offense, 
be  fined  not  more  than  $100,  or  be  imprisoned  not 
more  than  six  nionthf,  according  to  the  oircum- 
^tHncesatid  dggraVation  of  the  offense. 

i^KC.  179.  That  any  person  ^ho shall  use,  or  attempt 
to  uBe,  for  thecpnyeyanceof  anymail  matter,  either 
by  mail  or  otherwise,  any  postage-stamp  or  stamped 
Envelope,  or  any  stirmp  ct(t  from  any  lubb  stamped 
envelope,  which  has  been  used  before  Ibralike  pur- 
pose, shall  forfeit  and  pay  fifty  dollars. 

And  in  lieu  thereof  to  insert: 

Skc.  176.  Thai  shy  person  emplbyed  in  any  branch 
of  the  postal  service,  who  shall  willfuUy  and  unlaw- 
fully remove  from  luiy  mail  n^atter  any  postage 
stamp  affixed  thereto  In  pa^nldni  df  the  pdstage. 
shall,  on  conviction  thereof,  for  evS^y  such  offense. 
be  fined  not  more  than.  $100.  ojr  be  imprisdned  not 
more  than  six  inonths,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Sec.  177.  Thatant  person  Who  shall  use,  or  attempt 
to  use.  in  payment  of  the  postage.  Or.  any  mail  mat- 
ter conveyed,  by.  n^ail  or  otherwise,  any  postage 
stamp  or  stamped  envelope,  or  ah^  stamp  out  from 
Huy  such  stamped,  envelope  which  has  been  before 

3scd  for  a  like  purpose,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  fifty 
ollars. 

The  amendment  was  agi'eefl  to. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Thewords"  postal  cards'* 
should  be  inserted  wherever  thej  occur  all  the 
way  through  withoai  specifying  them  in  each 
Case 

The  PRESIDINa  OFFICER,  (Mr.  CbiB 
in  the  chair.)  Thai  Will  b^  doD^  if  ih^te  bh 
no  objection. 

The  next  anlendment  of  the  committee  was 
on  page  72,  to  insert  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional section : 

^  Sec.  190.  That  all  posimasters  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  register,  ih  the  mdnner  prescribed  by  the 
thirty-second  section  of  the  act  approved  March  3, 
lbG3,  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to 
tho  Post  Office  Department,"  andthere^^ulations  of 
the  said  Department,  issabd  in  pursnance  thereof. 


bi»l  witkout  paymciii  of  ddy  refetstrAllon  fee,  all 
lettchs  cotitainiilg  ft-dbtidhal  oi-  other  currency  df 
the  United  States,  which,  shall  bo  by.  them  sent  by 
mail  to  the  Treasurer. of  the  United  States  for  re- 
deiliptioh ;  ahd  it  shrfll  be  the  dilty  bf  the  phst- 
ihsstei-  ht  thb  city  of  Washlh^tdn.  in  th()  DistHet  of 
Columbia^  to  register^  in  like  ihahner,  #.itbout 
charge,  all  letters  containing  now  currency  returned 
for  currency  redeemed,  which  shall  be  receivbid  by 
ttim.fVotn  the  «(tid  Treasurer;  id  sealed  packages, 
tsarked  With  the  word  ''register"  oVisr  the  oiBcial 
iigh  Attire  of  the  said  Tr«dstirer. 

Mi-.   SPfcSdER.    t  ihoU  to  amehd  that 

section  by  adding  tne  words : 


,e  shall  theUni- 
e  for  the  Id^s  of 


froMcdt  however^  TJiiat  in 
States  be  coheldered  as 
nidhey  so  trafasmltted  b^  mail;    Any  Sdch  loss  Shall 
fall  on  the  person  to  or  from  whom  the  same  is 
transmitted. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  It  is  usnal  to  let  the  cpm- 
mitteego  ihrough  with  their  amendments  first. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  hope  the  chairman  will 
accept  the  funendmeot:       . 

Mr..POMEROt.  I  tJiiuK.it  is  a  good 
amendment ;  but  you  ought  not  to  charge  the 
loss  to  the  party  to  whom  the  tbing  is  sent, 
but  to  iheparty  sending  it. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  If  the  Senator  will  listen 
to  the  reaaiug  of  the  amendment  1  think  he 

wiU.be  ^^sfies4> 

The  PRESIDING,  OFFICER.  The  ques; 
tion  is  on  .the  amendment  to  the  amendment 
proposed  bf,  tbd  Senator  from  Alabama. 

Mr.  RAMSElT.  I  should  like  to  reserve 
the  question  for  aption  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  PdMEkOY.  Let  it  be  acted  oq,  and 
the  amendment  can  be  reserved  in  the  Senate 
for  a  separate  .vote. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  L  do  not  understand  the 
system  of  reserving.  It  goes  into  the  Senate 
necessarily..    ^  .      , 

Mr.  RAMSEiY.    Then  it  is  all  the  same. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  hope  advantage  will  not 
be  taken  of  my  absence  when  the  bill  is  re- 
ported. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to; 

The  amendment,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to. 

The  faezt  amendment  was  tb  strike  but  Sec- 
tion one  hundred  and  ninety-sizj  On  page  178, 
ih  ib6  foHowiufe  Wofdtf : 

Stc:  196:  Tttftt  all  dottfhstio  IdtttorS,  deposited  In 
any  post  office  for.  mailing,  on  which  the  postage  is 
wholly  unpaid,  except  letters  lawfully  free,  and 
duly  certified  letters  of  soldiers*  sailors,  and  marines 
ih  tUb  sei-vict)  df  the  United  States.  4ihall  be  seht  by 
th0  postmaster  to  the  dead-letter  office  in  Washing- 
ton. 

The  amendnaent  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  itmbndtfa^tit  vrds  on  page  74,  to 

insert  the  following  as  ari  additioridl  section  : 

Sec.  195.  That  all  doihestio  letters,  deposited  in 
any  ])9st  office  for  maiUng.  on  which  the^postage  is 
whdlly  uiipaid  or  paid  less  than  one  full  fate  )is  re- 
(ldir(!d  by  l;t#,  except  lottef-s  lav»fully  free,  and  duly 
certified  lettera  of  soldiers,  sailors,-  and  marines  in 
theaoryice  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  sent  by  the 
postmaster  to  the  dead-letter  omce  in  Washington : 
Frovidedy  That  ih  liifge  cities  and  adjacent  districts 
of  depse  population  hating  two  or  more  post  offices 
wUhm  a  distance  of  tn re e  miles  of  each  other,  any 
letter  mailed  at  pne  of  such  offices  and  addressed  to 
a  locality  within  the  delivery  of  another  of  such 
offices,  woich  shall  have  been  inadvertently  prepaid 
at  the  drop  or  local  letter  rate  of  postage  only,  may 
bt  forwarded  to  its  destination  tbrough  the  proper 
office,  charjged  with  double  the  amount  of  the  defi- 
cient postage,  to  bb  collected  oh  delivery. 

l*he  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  75,  sec- 
tion [two  hundred  and  one]  two  hundred,  to 
strike  out  after  the,  word  *' section"  ^'two 
hundred  and  twenty/'  and  insert  *'  two  hun- 
dred and  nineteen.'' 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  smendmenk  was  on  page  78,  sec- 
tion [two  hundred  and  fourteen]  two  hundred 
atid  thirteen,  line*  three,  to  strike  out  the  Word 
'Sprinted"  and  insert  '^mailable." 

The  amendment  vi^as  ilgreed  tb. 

The  ne^it  amendment  was  on  pft^e  82,  sec- 
tion [two  hutldred  and  tw^bty-eight]  two  hun- 
dred and  t^etft^-deven,  line  one,  ftfl^r  ^*rdtrie 
agent  "  to  insert  *"*"  postal  clerk." 

The  amendment  Was  agreed  to. 

Th^  neit  nmetidment  was  on  thd  liame  page, 


sectloil  [iwo  hutidred  and  thirty]  two  hundred 
and  tW^faiy-nine,  line  foar,  to  itrikb  oat  the 
Wdfd  *»aiiy." 
The  hixieddment  was  agfreed  to: 

The  neit  athendhietii  ^Ai  on  phge  B8,  sec- 


forty-one"   ddd  insert    *^two   fauiidred    and 
forty." 
The  amend  nient  was  agreed  to. 

Th^  he:tl  linietidtiieiii  ^ad  on  pdge  84,  sec- 
iaon  [two  hundred  and  thirly-five]  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-fbur,  after  the  woi-d  "sec- 
tion," in  line  sii:,  to  strike  out  *'  two  hundred 
and  forty-one"  and  insert  *Hwo  hundred  and 

for^y." 
The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendihent  was  on  page  90,  sec- 
tion two  hundred  and  fifty,  [two  hundred  and 
fifty-one,]  line  six,  after  the  word  **uotifyi" 
to  strike  out  the  words  **ilext  lowest,"  and 
ibdetfc  **  all  the  others;"  knd  aftfer  **  bidders," 
in  line  seven,  strike  bill  ^Mu  th^  bf-der  of  their 
bids,  beginning  at  ihei  lowest;"  so  ai^  to  read: 

That  when  ani^  bidder;  aftbr  tidtibe  of  tbb  aecept- 
ancd  of  his  proposal  for  carrying  the  mail  on  any 
podt  route,  shall  fail  to  enter  ipto  the  required  obli- 
gation within  the  time  pruscribed.  notice  thereof 
shall  be  given  ahd  probebdings  had  theredb,  the 
same  as  at  the  letting  of  the  original  contracts,  or 
tho  Postmaster  General  may  notify  all  the  other 
bidders,  and  ihvite  thedi  tb  carry  thb  inail  at  the 
terms  offered  id  their  proposals,  as.  in  his  judgment, 
the,  good  of  the  service  may  require. 

The  atnendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  atnendmerit  was  on  page  92^  sec- 
tion [two  hundred  tftid  fifty*  four]  t#o  hundred 
and  fifty-three,  line  four,  to  strikb  out  "  two 
hundred  and  fifty-six"  and  insert  ^*  two  hun- 
dred and  iifty  five;  "  to  strike  out  *'  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty- seven"  and  insert  *Hwb  hun- 
dred and  fifty-six  *,"  and  after  **  two  hundred 
and  fifty- six,"  to  strike  out  *'  or  to  enter  into 
a  contract  at  any  ot^er  time  thaq  at  the  annual 
letting ; "  so  that  the  section  will  read  : 

.  Skc.  [254]  253!,  That  whenever  }t  bbcomes  nMessary 
to  change  the  terms  of  an  existing  contract  for  car- 
ryink  the  mall  otherwii«e  thaii  as  provided  ih  sec- 
tidhs  two  hundred  and  fifty-five  and  two  hundred 
and  fifty-six,  notice  thereof  shall  be  given  and  pro- 
ceedings had  thereon  the  same  as  at  the  letting  of 
original  contMbt^. 

The  Amendment  was  a^rised  to'; 

The  hext  amendment  was  on  the  same  page, 
section  two  Huridred  and  fift-y-fodr,  [tWo  hun- 
dred and  &riy-five,]  jLo  striKe  out  the  word 
^Mt"  after  ^^  executed,"  and  insert  ^'  his  con- 
trrfbt." 

The  aniendnieht  was  agreed  to. 

T116  hktl  ani^hdmeni  ^Ak  dn  p&^e  94,  sec- 
tion [two  hundred  and  sixty]  two  hundred 
and  fifty-nine,  at  the  end  of  the  section,  to 
strike  o'ut^'oratty  other  tdute  supplying  the 
same  offices." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to: 

The  next  ^mendm^nt  Wad  on  ptfge  96,  sec- 
tion [twoliundred  and  sixty-eight  ]  two  hun- 
dred  and  sixty-seven,  line  five,  to  strike  out  the 
words  a  ^* joint  resolution  of"  before  *^  Con- 
gress." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  in  section  [two 
hundred  and  sllty-ninel  two  hundred  and 
sixty-eight,  io  stirike  out  toe  words/'  the  joint 
resolution  of"  before  **  Congress." 

The  fimendcttcht  Was  agreed  tb. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  100, 
sectioti  [tWd  hiindred  and  Seventy-five]  two 
hundred  and  seveiity-foui',  after  the  word 
'^envelope,"  iri  line  tWeUe,  to  ihse'H  ^'postal 
card." 

The  amendment  Wtte  agreed  to. 

Mr.  POMEROT.  The  word^  »'  jibstril  feard  " 
often  occuh  Let  these  Word^  be  adopted 
wherever  they  occur.  . 

The  PRESIDING  OPPlCEft.  Wberfever 
"postal  card"  is  proporiiid  to  be  inserted  it 
Will  be  considered  a^  itg^ced  t6,'  to  tofakcf  the 
bill  conform, 
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The  next  amendment  was  on  page  106,  sec- 
tion [two  hundred  and  eighty-onej  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  line  eight,  to  strike  out  the 
words  *' suffer  death/'  and  insert  **be  im- 
prisoned at  hard  labor  for  the  term  of  his  nat 
ural  life  ;''  so  as  to  read: 

Sbg.  [281]  280.  That  any  person  who  shall  rob  any 
carrier,  agent,  or  other  person  intrusted  with  the 
mail,  of  such  mail  or  any  part  thereof,  shall,  on 
coDviction  thereof,  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not 
less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years;  and  if  oon- 
vioted  a  second  timeof  a  like  offense,  or.  if  in  effect- 
ing such  a  robbery  the  first  time,  the  robber  shall 
wound  the  person  haring  custody  of  the  mail,  or 
put  his  life  in  jeopardy  by  the  use  of  dangerous 
weapons,  such  offender  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard 
labor  for  the  term  of  his  natural  life. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  paee  107,  sec- 
tion [two  hundred  and  eighty-five]  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four,  line  one,  after  the  word 
*Maws,"  to  strike  out  '^enouncing "  and 
insert  *'  defining  ;''  so  as  to  make  the  section 
read: 

That  all  laws  defining  punishment  for  depreda- 
tions committed  upon  the  mail  shall  extend  to  and 
have  full  force  in  the  Indian  country. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  109,  at 
the  end  of  section  [two  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine]  two  hundred  and  eighty-eiffht,  to  insert 
**  in  the  discretion  of  the  court.*" 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  On  page 
111  there  are  several  amendments  to  insert  the 
words  *' postal  cards,*'  and  on  page  112,  at 
the  end  of  section  [two  hundred  and  ninety- 
four]  two  hundred  and  ninety-three,  to  insert 
'*in  the  discretion  of  , the  court.**  These 
amendments  will  be  considered  as  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  117,  sec- 
tion [three  hundred  and  five]  three  hundred 
and  four,  line  four,  to  strike  out  '*  Auditor  for 
the  Post  OflSce  Department**  and  insert  **  De- 
partment of  Justice;**  in  line  seven  to  strike 
out  *'  said  Auditor  *'.  and  insert  **  Department 
of  Justice;'*  in  line  twelve  to  strike  out  *'said 
Auditor*'  and  insert  '* Department  of  Jus- 
tice;*' in  line  sixteen  to  strikeout  ''said  Aud- 
itor "  and  insert  '^Department  of  Justice;"  and 
in  line  twelve  to  strike  out  '*he"  and  insert 
'*  it  ;**  so  that  the  section  will  read : 

t^RC.  [305]  304.  That  in  the  prosecution  of  any 
suit  for  money  due  the  Post  Office  Department,  the 
United  States  attorney  shall  obey  the  directions 
which  may  be  given  him  by  the  Department  of 
Justice :  and  immediately  after  the  end  of  every 
term  or  any  court  in  which  any  such  suit  has 
been  pending,  said  attorney  shall  forward  to  the 
Department  of  Justice  a  statement  of  any  judg- 
ment or  order  made,  or  step  taken  in  the  same, 
during  such  term,  accompanied  by  a  certificate 
of  the  clerk,  showing  the  parties  to  and  amount 
of  every  sucb  judgment,  with  such  other  informa- 
tion OS  the  Department  of  Justice  may  require. 
And  the  said  attorney  shall  direct  speedy  and  eS'eot- 
uai  execution  upon  said  judgment,  and  the  United 
States  marshal  to  whom  the  same  is  directed  shall 
make  returns  of  the  proceedings  thereon  to  the 
Department  of  Justice  at  such  times  as  it  may  direct. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  the  same  page, 
section  [three  hundred  and  six]  three  hun- 
dred and  five,'  line  two,  after  the  word  ''fruit- 
less" to  strike  out  "the  Auditor  for,"  and 
after  "Department"  to  insert  "Justice;" 
so  as  to  read : 

Src.  [306J  305.  That  when  proceedings  at  law  for 
money  due  the  Post  Office  Department  shall  be  fruit- 
let's,  the  said  Department  of  Justice  may  direct  the 
institution  of  a  suit  in  chancery  in  any  United  States 
district  or  circuit  court,  to  set  aside  fraudulent  con- 
veyances or  trusts,  or  attach  debts  due  the  defend- 
ant, or  obtain  any  other  proper  exercise  of  the  pow- 
ers of  equity^  to  have  satisfaction  of  any  judgment 
obtained  against  such  defendant. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  118,  sec- 
tion l^three  hundred  and  seven]  three  hundred 
and  SIX,  line  four,  to  strike  out  "  United  States 
attorney"  and  insert  "  Department  of  Jus- 
tice.** 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  next  amendment  was  on  page  125,  sec- 
tion [three  hundred  and  twenty-three]  three 
hundred  and  twenty-two,  line  twelve,  to  strike 


out  the  word  "provided,"  and  after  the  word 
"that"  to  strike  out  the  words  "the  frank- 
ing privilege  shall  not,  by  reason  of  anything 
in  this  act,  be  taken  from  any  person  to  whom 
it  has  been  heretofore  granted,  by  name,  by 
special  act  of  Congress;"  so  as  to  make  the 
clause  read : 

That  the  references  to  the  said  acts  hereby  repealed 
are  to  the  same  as  contained  in  the  edition  of  the 
Statutes-at-Large,  published  by  Little,  Brown  k 
Company,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  resolution  of 
March  3, 1846,  and  the  continuation  thereof. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  This  com- 
pletes  the  amendments  reported  with  the  bill 
by  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and  Post 
Roads. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  have  a  few  manuscript 
amendments,  and  I  will  send  the  copy  to  the 
Clerk  for  his  convenience  to  be  read. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  wish  to  make  a  motion 
that  all  these  amendments  shall  be  reserved. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  was 
the  understanding  when  the  Senate  agreed  to 
consider  the  bill. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  There  are  manuscript  amend- 
ments agreed  to  by  the  committee. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  under- 
standing was  that  the  bill  should  be  reported 
to  the  Senate,  but  none  of  the  amenoinents 
agreed  to  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  should 
be  acted  upon  in  the  Senate  to  night. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  That  is  to  say,  that  none 
of  the  amendments  agreed  to  in  committee 
shall  be  considered  as  adopted. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  bill  will 
be  reported  to  the  Senate,  but  no  vote  will  be 
taken  in  the  Senate  on  the  amendments  made 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  They  will  all 
be  reserved 

Mr.  POMEROY.  They  are  all  reserved 
with  the  understanding  that  any  Senator  may 
call  for  a  separate  one  when  we  come  into 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Of  course  that  is  under- 
stood. 

Mr.  CONELING.  In  other  words,  they 
are  reserved  for  all  purposes. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  No  vote  is  to 
be  taken  to-night  on  any  amendmeni  adopted 
by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  That  was 
the  agreement. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Then  I  understand  the 
effect  of  this  is  that  whatever  amendment  has 
been  adopted  here  is  reserved  to  be  acted  upon 
by  a  distinct  vote  if  called  for. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.     Exactly. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Let  the  manuscript  amend- 
ment in  the  committee  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  committee  propose 
to  amend  the  bill  on  page  2,  section  three, 
after  the  word  "one"  and  before  "disburs- 
ing," in  line  four,  by  inserting  "superintend- 
ent of  the  Post  Office  building ;"  so  as  to  read: 

One  chief  clerk  for  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  and 
one  for  each  of  the  Assistant  Postmasters  Qeneral, 
one  superintendent  of  the  Post  Office  building  and 
disbursing  clerk. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  next  amendment  is 
after  the  word  "mails,"  in  line  six  to  insert 
"ofie  topographer  for  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Are  these  amendments 
making  new  officers,  if  I  may  be  permitted  to 
inquire? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  No,  sir.  I  will  tell  the 
Senator  there  is  in  the  Post  Office  Department 
a  topographer's  room,  although  there  is  no 
topographer  technically. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  It  is -only  a  new  title, 
then,  and  no  new  office? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     That  is  it. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  committee  pro- 
pose on  page  8,  line  ten,  to  insert,  "  of  the 
topographer  of  the  Post  Office  Department, 
$2,600." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk.    The  committee  propose 


farther  to  amend  on  page  49,  at  the  endr^ 
tion  one  hundred  and  twen^-four,  br  il-.- 
ing  "except  in  the  case  of  the  po*rm>*-' 
New  York  city,  as  hereinafter  provided/ 

Mr.  COLE.     What  is  that? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.    That  section  sajd  th^  lu: 
imum  compensation   of  poatnaasters  <^&l 
$4,000,  except  at  New  York,  where  tfie  \ 
master  gets  $6,000. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  next  axDeD<d-'« 
is  on  page  61,  line  eighteen,  section  r,s-i 
dred  and  thirty-three,  af^r  the  word  •- 
terials,"  to  insert  '*  packages  of  coin,  ?f  »  . 
dustf  or  of  bullion,  exceeding  four  ount*^ 
weiffht.  ** 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Why  ahoald  thatb«f 

Mr.  COLE.^  I  know  the  people  ba^e  >^  . 
good  many  millions  of  gold  coin  throws:  ■ 
mail  from  California  to  the  East  dunsc  j- 
past  two  years,  and  I  do  not  know  vkj . 
should  be  restrict-ed. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     The  reacon  for  it  i*.  n,. 
in  several  instances  attempts  have  been  r&'> 
to  throw  the  whole  train,  passengers  &cd  k. 
off  the  track  for  the  purpose  of  robb'n? ' 
mail  on  account  of  a  knowledge  of  ita  c-t 
tents.     In  distant  and    remote   parts  oi  t « 
country,  where  the  mail  is  carried  by  &  •  y- 
post- rider,  known  to  carry  these  packie*^- 
valuables,  the  mail  has  been  robbed,  tbe  pr>Tr 
erty  has  been  taken  out,  and  the  \ev»tyr.  3 
destroyed.     With   a   view  of  preTentiaf  i* 
mails  from  being  destroyed  in  this  vsj.  :• 
amendment  has  be<:n  suggested  by  the  P- 
Office  Department,  and  I  think  by  the  <&("' 
intendent  of  the  California  division. 

Mr.  COLE.     That  may  be,  but  I  thiok  > 
same    temptation    will   exist    to  throv  ri: 
trains  off  the  track  when  this  valuable  !tc«c 
is  carried  in  the  baggage  car  or  the  ezpn^ 
car,  as  if  it  were  in  the    mail  car.    I  df> ' 
think  the  argument  is  a  very  good  one. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  They  have  a  gafr  i^ 
lock  it  up  in  the  express  car. 

Mr.  COLE.  So  they  lock  them  op  in  .v 
postal  car.  They  have  all  sorts  of  pacJue^ 
m  which  they  are  placed.  There  has  be?n  - 
loss  of  this  kind,  I  believe.  I  do  not  ta  r 
of  any  loss  that  has  occurred.  It  is  t  g^ 
facility  to  afford  to  the  people.  Let  it  \^ 
over. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  suppose  it  mssi  b< 
passed  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Tbeaoeai 
ment  is  withdrawn. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  think  there  is  bs(  x^e 
opinion  on  the  subject  in  that  part  o^  t^ 
country  where  this  has  been  tried. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Let  it  be  passed  oTer />: 
the  present,  and  when  we  come  into  (be  M 
ate  I  have  some  papers  on  ihe  subject  vbica 
I  will  present. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Thcamesi 
ment  is  withdrawn. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  next  ameodm^: 
is  on  page  66,  line  two  of  section  [one  fass- 
dred  and  forty- eight]  one  hundred  and  forT 
seven,  after  the  word  'Metter*'  to  ios^i"* 
"postal  card." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  next  amwdisffi: 
is  on  page  66,  section  [one  hundred  and  fortj- 
nine]  one  hundred  aud  forty  eigbt,  io  lis? 
three,  before  the  word  "scurriloui*,''  loioi^rt 
"postal  card  upun  which.'* 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  next  amends'^ct 
is  in  section  [one  hundred  and  6ftj]  one  ba^ 
dred  and  forty-nine,  after  the  word  ''coowni- 
ing"  and  before  the  word  "  lotteries,''  in'^* 
three,  to  insert  the  word  "  illegal." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  next  amcndnif*^'' 
is  on  page  67,  in  section  [one  bondred  t-i^ 
fifty- three]  one  hundred  and  fifiy-twa,  ^ 
the  word  "shall,"  in  line  two,  to  insert  "bf 
inadvertence." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to» 


I 


I 


872. 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2651 


The  Chief  Clerk.    The  next  amendment 
to  strike  out  section  [one  hundred  and  sixty] 
je  hundred  and  fifty  nine,  on  page  69,  and 
lieu  thereof  to  insert: 

That  on  newspapers  and  other  periodioals  sent  from 
known  office  of  publication  to  regular  subscribers, 
c  postage  shall  be  paid  before  delivery  for  not  less 
>r  more  than  one  quarter,  which  payment  may  be 
ade  either  at  the  office  of  mailing  or  deliirery, 
•mmencing  at  any  time^  and  the  postmaster  shall 
tcount  for  said  postage  in  the  quarter  in  which  it 
received. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  CuiEF  Clerk.     The  next  amendment 

on  page  63,  line  eight,  of  section  [one  hun- 

undred  and  seventy-one]   one  hundred  and 

xty-nine,  after  the  word  **at  *'  to  insert  **  a 

rice  not  exceeding  five  per  cent,  over  and 

t)ove,'*  and  after  the  word  *'  thereon,*'  in  line 

ine,  to  insert: 

But  no  stamped  envelope  furnished  by  the  Govern- 
ent  shall  contain  any  lithographing  or  engraving, 
id  no  printing  except  a  printed  request  to  return 
le  letter  to  the  writer. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  that  should  be  altered, 
think  it  ought  to  allow  it  to  be  said  simply 

if  not  delivered  within  ten  days,  to  be  re- 
irned  to  " 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  This  amendment  is  in  the 
ingnage  of  the  amendment  inserted  in  the 
pprepriation  bill,  substantially. 

Mr.  COLE.  This  would  allow  the  adver- 
.sement  of  business,  which  woald  not  be  the 
ase  under  the  amendment  which  I  suggest. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  We  meant  to  follow  the 
inguage  used  in  the  Post  Office  appropriation 
ill. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  suggest  that  the  latter  part 
f  the  amendment  read,  ''and  no  printing 
xcept  a    printed  request  in   the    following 

rords:  **  if  not  delivered  within days 

etiirn  to •." 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  there  be 
lO  objection  the  amendment  will  be  so  modi- 
led.  The  question  is  on  the  amendment  as  so 
sodified. 

The  amendment,  as  modified,  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  next  amendment 
3  on  page  76,  section  two  hundred  and  five, 
ine  three,  to  strike  out  **  seventeen''  and 
asert  ^*  sixteen  ; ''  and  in  line  five  strike  out 
*  twenty  two*'  and  insert  "twenty-one." 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk.     The  next  amendment 

9  on  page  94,  section  two  hundred  and  sixty, 

ine  tnree,  to  insert  after  the  words  **  United 

States,"    the  words  *'  or  of  any  steamship  or 

»lher  vessel  plyine  between  porta  of  the  Uni- 

ed  States  ; ''    so  that  the  clause  will  read  : 

That  the  Postmaster  General  may  contract  with 
he  owner  or  master  of  any  steamboat  plying  upon 
he  waters  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  steam- 
hip  or  other  vessel  plying  between  ports  of  the 
Jnited  States,  for  carrying  the  mail  for  any  length 
»f  time,  Ao. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  Chief  Clerk.  The  next  amendment 
s  to  insert  as  an  additional  section  on  page  112 
he  following : 

That  any  person  who  shall  counterfeit  the  frank 
f  any  person  entitled  to  the  franking  privilege,  or 
rillfully  utter  or  use  any  counterfeit  irank  with  the 
Dtent  to  avoid  the  payment  of  postage,  shall,  on 
ouviction  thereof,  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misde- 
Dcanor  and  be  punished  by  fine  not  less  than  fifty 
lollars  nor  more  than  $500,  or  by  imprisonment 
lot  loss  than  three  months  nor  more  than  twelve 
Qon t  hs,  or  by  both  fine  and  imprisonment  in  the  dis- 
retion  of  the  court. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  That  is  a  penal  section, 
tnd  I  think  it  had  better  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  If  the  amendment '  be 
tdopted  now,  the  matter  will  still  be  open  for 
uture  consideration. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  It  is  a  penal  section, 
tnd  I  think  it  had  better  not  be  acted  on  now. 

Mr.  HAMSEY.  Very  well ;  if  the  Senator 
itflists  on  that,  I  suppose  it  must  go  over. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
neut  will  be  passed  over. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  On  page  79,  in  section 
.two  hundred  and  twenty-three]  two  hundred 
tnd  twenty -two,  in  line  two,  a[fter  the  word 


**  arrangements."  I  move  to  insert  '^  with  rail- 
road companies  or  others."  I  think  that  the 
chairman  will  accept  this  amendment.  The 
section  refers  to  the  through  mails  from  New 
York  to  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     I  see  no  objection  to  it. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  The  section  relates  to 
the  through  mails  between  Portland  and  New 
Orleans  ;  but  it  is  not  obligatory  on  the  Post- 
master General.  It  is  discretionary  with  him 
to  do  it  or  not. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  do  not  at  this  moment 
see  any  objection  to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  ask  the  Senator  who 
moves  this  amendment  what  is  the  object  of 
it  ?  Why  should  there  be  a  difference  of  phrase- 
ology in  that  section  as  compared  with  other 
sections? 

Mr.  SPENCER.  There  is  no  diff'erence  of 
phraBCology  as  compared  with  other  sections. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  1  think  the  law  now  pro- 
vides that  he  may  do  that  same  thing. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Only  with  railroad  com- 
panies. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  Nothing  is  said  in  the 
section  about  railroad  companies,  except  as  it 
may  be  involved  in  the  language  *'  as  may  in- 
sure the  most  speedy  and  certain  connections." 

Mr.  SPENCER.  The  section  if  amended 
as  I  propose  will  read  : 

That  the  Postmaster  General  may  make  such  ar^ 
rangements,  with  railroad  companies  or  others,  for 
the  transmission  of  the  ffreat  through  mail  between 
Portland,  Maine,  and  New  Orleans,  Louisiana,  as 
will  insure  the  most  speedy  and  certain  oonneo- 
tions.  ko. 

It  leaves  it  entirely  discretionary  with  him. 
Suppose  he  should  want  to  make  an  arrange- 
ment, not  with  a  railroad  com  pan  v,  bnt  with 
some  private  individual  to  carry  the  mail,  as 
the  law  now  stands  he  could  not  make  a  con- 
tract. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  As  the  section  stands, 
it  leaves  it  entirely  at  large  to  make  whatever 
arrangements  will  insure  in  his  opinion  the 
most  speedy  and  certain  connections. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not  know  why  the 
section  is  needed  at  all.  It  is  provided  for 
without  that  section. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  He  has  discretion  to 
make  the  contract  with  such  parties  as  will 
give  him  the  best  service  in  regard  to  speed 
and  certainty.  Is  that  what  I  understand  the 
Senator  from  Kansas  to  say  7 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Yes,  sir ;  I  undersUnd  it 
as  the  Senator  from  California  understands  it. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  So  I  supposed;  there- 
fore I  do  not  understand  the  object  of  insert- 
ing *^with  railroads  and  others." 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  do  not.  I  think  it  is 
the  law  now. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  do  not  think  it  is  the 
law  now.  If  an  individual  proposed  to  carry 
the  mail  in  twenty-four  hours  less  than  the 
railroad  companies  were  now  carrying  it  in, 
he  could  not  do  it,  because  the  law  compels 
the  Postmaster  General  to  make  his  arrange- 
ment with  railroad  companies. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  No ;  on  the  contrary, 
I  understand  that  nothing  in  this  section  com- 
pels him  to  do  that.  It  is  a  mere  question  of 
who  will  give  the  most  speedy  and  certain 
service 

Mr.  POMEROY.  He  can  contract  with 
anybody  who  will  carry  the  mail  with  the 
greatest  speed  and  most  certainty  and  at  the 
least  price. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  If  he  contracts  with  rail- 
roads, he  must  contract  at  rates  established  by 
law.  If  he  contracts  with  others  it  must  be  by 
public  letting.  That  is  the  only  difference  I 
see.  I  have  no  objection  to  put  this  down  as 
an  amendment  for  consideration.  I  propose 
to  have  ihe  bill  with  the  amendments  printed. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  There  is  always  objec- 
tion to  inserting  in  a  voluminous  bill  of  this 
kind  embracing  a  great  many  subjects,  and 
evidently  the  result  of  a  good  deal  of  study 
and  preparation  in  the  Department,  special 
language  in  a  particular  part  of  it.     The  effect 


of  it  may  be  to  disturb  the  construction  of 
other  portions  and  make  the  section  amended 
in  conflict  with  the  general  scope  and  purpose 
of  the  bill.  I  would  rather  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  would  reserve  his  amendment  until 
the  Senate  has  something  approaching  a 
quorum* 

Mr.  SPENCER.  It  will  be  reserved  as  all 
other  amendments  are,  to  be  stricken  out  here- 
aAer  if  the  Senate  so  desires. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  I  mean  to  reserve  offer- 
ing it  The  Senate  understand  perfectly  well 
that  an  amendment  which  may  be  put  into  this 
bill  to-night  by  a  Senate  with  less  than  ten 
persons  present,  or  which  may  be  put  in,  as 
one  was  put  in  this  evening,  against  my  judg- 
ment, and  against  the  judgment  of  a  majority 
ot  those  present,  by  one  Senator,  still  requires 
a  majority  of  a  quorum  to-morrow  to  take  it 
out,  and  I  do  not  think  that  we  ought  to  put 
the  Senate  when  it  shall  meet  to-morrow  and 
will  have  a  quorum,  as  it  undoubtedly  will,  in 
any  such  position. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  think  we  had  better 
now  order  the  bill  to  be  printed  as  amended, 
and  then  adjourn, 

Mr.  CASSERLY.     I  think  so. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  Let  the  amendment  be 
considered  agreed  to. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  No,  that  is  precisely  my 
objection.  I  do  not  want  anything  put  in  here 
that  I  do  not  understand,  and  whicii  if  it  gets 
in  will  take  a  majority  of  a  quorum  to  get 
out. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  An- 
thony.) It  does  not  require  a  majority  of  a 
quorum  to  take  it  out.  The  understanding 
was,  when  this  evening  was  assigned  for  this 
bill,  that  the  bill  was  to  be  reported  to  the 
Senate,  that  no  vote  waj  to  be  taken  in  the 
Senate  upon  concurring  in  anv  amendment 
made  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole.  Every 
amendment  made  as  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole  excepted  must  receive  an  affirmative 
vote  before  it  can  be  adopted  in  the  Senate. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  But  the  question  may  be 
taken  on  them  all  collectively  unless  some 
Senator  desires  an  exception. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  CerUinly, 
but  any  amendment  excepted  must  receive  an 
affirmative  vote. 

Mr.  CASSERLY.  If  that  is  the  under- 
standing, 1  have  no  objection  to  the  proposi- 
tion of  the  Senator  from  Alabama  being  in- 
serted ;  only  I  wish,  in  order  to  have  better 
language,  that  he  would  make  his  amendment 
read  **such  arrangement  with  railroad  com- 
panies or  any  other  parties." 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  am  willing  to  accept 
that. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  amend- 
ment is  so  modiffed,  and  will  be  considered 
agreed  to,  if  there  be  no  objection.  The  Chair 
hears  no  objection. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  wish  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion to- the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  which  I  hope  he 
will  consent  to.  He  has  in  the  bill  a  provis- 
ion which  allows  anybody  sending  letters  at  a 
distance  to  withhold  willfully,  if  he  pleases,  a 
portion  of  the  postage  which  ought  to  be  paid, 
which  is  prescribed.  That  letter  goes  on  its 
way  withoutdetention,  and  the  person  to  whom 
it  is  addressed  by  paying  merely  the  residue, 
the  unpaid  postage,  takes  his  letter.  As  the 
law  stands  now,  if  a  letter  is  put  in  the  post 
office  to  go  to  any  place  nearby,  but  out  of  the 
post  office  delivery,  being  a  drop  letter,  and  by 
inadvertence  one  cent  of  the  postage  which 
should  be  prepaid  is  omitted ;  in  other  words, 
if  by  accident  a  two-cent  stamp  is  put  on  when 
a  three-cent  stamp  would  be  proper,  the  letter 
comes  to  Washington  to  the  dead-letter  office 
and  is  returned  ultimately  to  the  man  who 
wrote  it. 

Now,  the  chairman  has  in  the  bill  a  partial 
cure,  or  more  strictly  speaking,  a  cure  for  a 
part  of  this  injustice.  I  will  tell  you  what  it  is. 
He  provides  that  in  such  a  case  as  I  have  stated. 
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wher^  the  post  ofBces,  thb  one  frbm  which  the 
letter  went  and  the  tibe  to  Which  it  la  dddi-essed; 
BhdU  be  i^itbiii  three  tlill^S  of  bach  otber, 
(which  is  a  very  narrdw  limit;)  ihe  l^tiet-  may 
proceed,  the  party  to  Whbiii  it  id  addressed 
baying  double  th^  postage  which  should  haik 
been  paid  upon  it. 

I  think  I  hate  a  Hgtit  td  cohiplaiii  df  his 
atnetidttient  iti  two  respects.  In  the  first 
place,  three  mileS  is  too  hari-bw  a  limit.  For 
ex^lhple  a  letter  iS  mailed  at  the  (ibst  office  iu 
New  X  Ork  tin  Nassau  street ;  it  is  addressed 
to  somebody  Who  lites  lii  the  edst^tn  district 
of  Bhbbklyn ;  U  goes  tb  the  VVillidrtisburg 
post  office,  so  cdlled,  that,  I  ihiok,  is  a  little 
more  thaii  three  miles,  perhilps  it  is  foUr 
nliles^  possibly  four  biiles  and  a  fraction  fVom 
the  New  York  po§t  bffibe.  I  think  the  distance 
prescribed  here  should  be  greiiter ;  but  be  the 
distance  as  it  toay;  I  dsk  the  chairman  why 
that  man,  innocently  erring  us  to  the  statnp  he 
puts  dn,  without  fault  Ot*  design,  using  a  tivb- 
cent  stamp,  forgetting  at  the  inoOieht  that  the 
letter  i^  to  crbss  the  ferry  and  ^o  iecbuically 
outside  bf  the  t)oSt  office  delivery,  although 
really  it  is  a  drop  letter,  goiiig  to  sbniebody 
who  lives  in  the  bed -room  of  New  York,  as 
ihey  call  the  cit^  of  brookiyri ;  why  should 
Biich  a  person  or  his  correspdndeiit  be  panished 
by  having  the  postage  doubled  Qt)on  hiih,  when 
the  Same  man  niay  send  all  oyer  this  Country 
to  greater  distances  his  letters,  and  willfully  if 
he  chooses  Withhold  a  stamp,  and  yet  these 
letters  go  and  be  received  and  paid  for  with- 
out one  penny  ot  pbstitge  b^iti^  added  to  them  ? 
I  knok  I  .cah  get  this  up  #heh  the  Sedate  is 
full,  and  have  a  vote  on  it. 

Mr.  ItAMSEY.  1  beg  the  Senator  to  take 
that  course.  He  will  recollebt  that  h^  inter- 
rupted the  passage  of  the  bill  about  a  ybar  or 
eighteen  months  since  bn  this  very  Question. 
J I  has  been  Amended,  I  think,  ds  far  as  the 
Senate  will  go  in  that  direction,  it  is  eJccep- 
tional  legislation  in  behalf  of  his  Obnstituents 
who  seetn  not  to  know  the  difference  between 
a  two-cent  and  thr^e-cfent  stainp.  [L^Ughier.] 
That  is  all ;  it  is  fbt  no  other  part  of  the  boun- 
try. 

Mr.  C  ASSERLY.  I  must  borrect  the  chair- 
man. On  the  contrary  1  think  I  have  heard 
ill  my  short  lime  here  frequent  complaints  of 
that  very  dii&cnlty  between  VV'ashington  and 
Georgetowh. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  £  never  he&rd  of  it.  I 
thought  it  was  confined  to  New  York  and 
Williamsburg. 

Mr.  GASBERLY.  My  own  ided  is  thai  this 
whole  subject  of  adjoining  to^ns  and  cities  as 
to  postage  ought  to  be  made  the  subject  of 
separate  provisions  in  the  bill.  There  seems 
to  be  what  may  really  be  called  k  palpable 
absurdity  in  our  ^hole  system  of  postage 
charges  as  between  places  situated  like  Wash- 
iiigion  and  Georgetown,  New  York  and  Jer- 
sey City,  Brooklyn  and  New  York,  and  so  on. 
1  think  the  whole  of  our  system  in  that  regard 
ought  to  be  revised  and  put  on  a  different  toot 
ing. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  There  is  no  country  in  the 
world  that  does  as  much  service  for  three  cents 
as  does  the  Post  Office  Department  of  this 
Government.  England  does  not  do  any  such 
service.  She  gets  two  cents  for  about  one 
fifth  part  of  the  transportation  of  the  mails 
we  do  here.  No  country  in  the  world  doesaS 
much  service  for  the  same  amount  of  money. 
Now,  the  Senator  asks  that  in  New  York  and 
Brooklyn  where  by  mistake  they  place  a  drop- 
letter  stamp  upon  a  letter,  it  shall  pass  on 
nevertheless,  .i'hat  is  denied  to  any  other  part 
of  the  country.  As  soon  as  you  initiate  that, 
of  course  your  whole  postal  system  is  gone. 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Why? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  Because  everybody  will 
put  a  two  cent  postage  stamp  on. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Why  does  not  everybody 
put  a  two-cent  postage  stamp  now  on  letters 
going  to  a  distance? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.    Becaase  we  prohibit  it. 


Mr.  CONELING.  Ndw  I  ask  ttiy  frlehd  to 
Attend  d  niitiute,  bccaUse  he  conies  frdtn  h  pkH 
bf  the  country  wherfe  they  uhderstilHd  the 
difi^ereuce  betiveen  two  ceiits  and  thtfee  behts, 
I  infer  from  what  he  says,  iLnd  hb  tiiinks  ihy 
constithenta  do  not.  If  they  dd  not  under- 
ptand  that  difFerettce,  I  thirik  they  can  under- 
stand this  pl*ot)08ition  :  Under  the  law  as  it  i^ 
now  a  mall  Uiay  mail  a  Ibttei*  for  Ciilifdtnin  ot 
ahy  other  distant  point,  bmit  purposely  a  thrbe- 
cent  stamp  and  put  on  a  two-cent  stamp,  and 
that  letter  goes  without  one  nldihent's  fiin- 
derance,  pdys  simply  the  balance  ofpbsta<te. 
Why  does  tiot  that  break  dp  the  prepiiyhient 
system? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  The  Senator  is  InistHken: 
A  letter  that  should  hiive  a  three-bbht  stamp, 
having  on  it  but  a  two-cent  stamp  goeS  td  the 
dedd-letier  office. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Does  the  Sehatot  mean 
to  Say  that? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     I  say  that; 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Possibly  the  Sed^toih^ill 
catch  me  on  the  two- cent  stamp,  and  there- 
fdre  as  he  knows  the  difference  bistwben  two 
bents  atid  three  cebts,  I  will  get  td  ^otbe 
larger  denomination.  Here  id  ^  letter  t^hich  it 
requires  nine  cents  postiige  tocatry;  there 
should  be  thi-ee  three  bent  stamps  upon  it;  liow 
there  is  one  three  cent  staiii^  dnd  it  is  ad- 
dressed to  a  place  a  thousand  miles  distaht. 
It  gdes  thet'e  and  when  it  reaches  its  d'^^tina- 
tjon,  now  much  does  the  person  receiving 
that  letter  pay  to  get  it  out  of  the  office  ?  How 
much  does  the  honorable  Senator  say  He 
pays? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.  I  vfrill  Siy  to  thb  Senitdr 
ihat  ybti  ixiUst  pay  in  full  rate  upon  every  let- 
ter you  send.  If  you  send  A  distant  lettbi",  in 
order  that  it  may  be  ireceived  at  the  delivery 
office  you  must  put  a  three-cent  stamp  upon  it. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  if  niy  honorable  friend 
^ill  answer  the  question  put  to  liitn,  I  shall  Bb 
obliged  to  him.  if  I  put  on  a  three-b^Ht 
stamp  when  i  ought  to  pul  bn  a  iline-cent 
Stamp,  and  the  letter  has  to  trdvel  a  thoii.^and 
miles,  how  much  is  the  balance  Of  posi&ge 
charged  to  the  man  who  gets  it? 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     Six  cenU. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Why  does  nbt  that  br^^k 
up  the  ptepaymeht  system?  Does  not  tHb 
honorable  Senatoir  know  that  drop-letter^  are  a 
drop  in  the  bucket,  if  I  may  plsLy  on  Ibe  wbrd, 
compared  with  the  general  coirrespondence  of 
the  country?  And  yet  he  is  going  to  thakb 
this  crowded  Senate,  full  as  it  is,  belibvb  that 
you  if  ill  break  up  the  prepdytnent  systfertl  if 
you  allow  women  ^ho  are  not  much  accus- 
tomed to  corresponding  and  tnake  a  mistake 
in  putting  on  a  two-cent  stamp  instead  of  h 
three  cent  stiitnp,  beciiuse  they  forget  that  it  is 
to  go  across  the  ^t-ry  to  Brooklyn  or  to  go 
across  the  line  betweeh  here  llnd  Georgetown — 
he  is  to  trip  thein  up  by  sehding  to  the  dead- 
letter  office,  or  else  to  have  double  pdsta^e  i:^aid, 
because  if  you  do  not  you  will  break  up  thh 
prepayment  system  I  DoeS  not  the  Senatbt* 
see  the  fallacy  of  it? 

if  the  argument  is  good  for  anything  kt  hWy 
it  itiust  be  applied  to  the  general  postal  Ser- 
vice of  the  country.  You  let  the  ^eat  body 
of  the  people  go  free  and  say  that  does  not 
break  up  the  prepayment  system  ;  bub  if  you 
let  off  the  few  people  who  accidentally  fall  intb 
the  mistake  of  doing  this,  that  will  break  up 
the  prepayment  system. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  if  I  may  be  allowed  the 
expression,  that  is  too  thin.  My  ConstitUeht6 
may  not  know  the  difference  between  a  two 
and  a  three-cent  stamp ;  the  Senator  says 
they  do  not;  but  they  are  sharp  enough  to 
see  through  this,  even  if  it  had  not  a  hole  in 
it,  and  there  is  a  pretty  large  hole  in  it,  I 
think.  I  wish  the  Senator  would  allow  this 
amendment  to  be  made.  He  says  I  once 
tnterrnpted  this  bill. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     On  this  very  question. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  I  remember  that  on  one 
occasion  some  of  my  colleagaes  came  over 


ft-dria  the  dther  Hotise,   came  in  liere  - 
k^eit  aniietyj  ahd  expressed  to  me  it)  • 
which  pethaps  it  i^ould  bot  be  decr/rr-a-  • 
me  to  repeat,  the  astohishcneni  th^j  :- 
finding  that  this  committee;  ot-anv  mi,^^^ 
it,  Was  ^ding  to  indict  oa  ^iich  a  th:i.g 
aftei*  his,  attention  was  called  to  iu  &::!  : 
appealed  to  tee  td  offer  ati  atuendmea^    . 
ofllei*  it.    ,My  recollection  iathat  not  cirr 
five  ininiites  were  consumed    in  the  di^ct.* 
of  it.  . 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     About  aa  bour,  &ct  - 
lb  my  recollection,  add  the  bill  webtovr- 
that  questioii.    .      ,  .      ^ 

Mr.   CONKLtNa.       Well,     ilr.   Pr^.  . 
ihy  friend  is  like  a  sun-dial ;   he  m.iTu- 
llie  sunny  Jidiirs.     **Aboat  ati  boar,"  b   .'. 
What  an  idea)     I  venture  to  aay  this.:  ■   *. 
minutes  were  occupied,  although  oi.  ti  t 
sion  he  deliveted  dne  of  bia  declamAtu.;    .. 
lions  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  RAMSEY.     I  will  Appfeal  io tier- 
Mr.  CONKLING.     The  Senator  ai  f^. 
the  sepblcher  of  buried  epochs,     ti"  -: 
nothing  wiM  come  out,  ahd  ihereibitf  h«  sen  * 
to  that.     But,  Mr.  President,  1  sfaaL  c  -t ;. 
this  now  withdut  a  vote  of  the  SenaU'  z   . 
Senator  will  not  concede  it.      I  ahould  v- 
immodest  if  1  should  pretend  at>oui  fr:.-. 
matters  of  the  Po^t  Office  tJ6  underscz.-  i  u. 
thing  ks  coin  pared  with   my  friend ;  br  ;  *. 
understand  this  business  of  drop  letter^.  &* . 
uhderstand  it  because  uf  the  tnany  cois|^ 
which  have  beeti  made  to  me,  abd  1  fAj  ' 
is  no  defense  of  this  proviaion   ezcejt  - 
which  would  tequire  its  appHcaiioau>  :k!i 
correspondence  of  thia  coantrj,  and  I  sa;  ' 
it  is  offensive  to  good  jadginent  and  \j  t' 
sense,  and  1  think  this  Seuate  when  it  i- ': 

Eerhaps — not  when  it  is  croiv^ed  as  it  i<  '^  > 
ecanie  the  Sebdtor  getd  n(>  here  and  dn:  .  . 
ahd  ru  ns  the  force  of  members  over  mr— 
take  the  Senate  when  it  is  reduced  tea  j: 
point,    when  there  shall   not  be  muck  c  * 
thiln  a  .quorum  hbre,  and  1  think  a  nu;  * 
wouljd  be  found  to  say  tb«it  the  sam*>  ii  . 
which  is  good  law  and  good  practice  iW  <, . : 
people  snail  be  good  practice  fur  thuse  «..  - 
correspondence  and  businesa  is  sncb  iba  >;• 
send  local  letters  and  are  punished  as  bu.   ; 
else  is.  » 

Now,   [  hope  the  Senator   will  aKo«  '.: 
dmetiidmedl  to  be  made,  aud  just  strib 
thdt  double  postage.     1  think  the  thr^^  m  * 
is  an  iniqiiiiy. 

Air.  tlAMSfet.     I  dm  a&tisfied  the  S- 
c^nnoi  maihiaiii  his  positioh.     It.  is  tou  i%  - 
settle  this  queslioji  noi^. 
.    Mt.  POMERpY.     Before  ire  vote,  Ir^  .^ 
by  uuanlinous  consent,  order  the  bilij  to  > 
printed  irith  tb^  athendnients. 

Mb.  CONKLIMG.  But  let  this  amtLiiLr. 
be  made  to  strike  out  double  postage. 

Mr.  RAMSEi .  The  Senator  cau  ma*..  -- 
ifibtioh  when  w^  g^t  into  the  Senate. 

MK  CONKLING.    The   Senator  dc^^  t 
say  so,  but  from  looking  at  his  fkce  I  infe^r  :• 
eon^entij  to  ^ttlke  it  out: 

5It.  RAMSEt..  Iprfeier  to  let  it  go  is  if 
present  shape  to  the  Senate,  and  theo  *et  n^ 
Senator  hiovh  his  lunendment. 

MK  CflANDLEk.  1  rise  to  a  question  J 
order 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  Senator  from  M  i 
nesota  talks  worse  than  he  looks.  He  ^».^- 
ffo  b'enigh  lind  calm  that  I  thought  he  ^r^xi 
to  thid. 

Mi-.  GfiANDLBR.     1   rise  to  a  poior  : 
ordeb.    Thbre  are  three  men  talking  at  ct», 
and  that  is  contrary  to  rule. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  The  S» 
ator  frbin  Minnesotii  has  the  floor. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  a^k  that  an  orJrr  :< 
entered  that  the  bill,  irith  the  ameQd«ncj> 
be  printecl. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  'l%atoru-r 
will  be  entered,  there  b(fing  no  objectio-*:. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Then  I  move  tbhi  t:s 
Senate  adjourn. 
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The  PRESipiUG  QFF|PPB.  The  bill 
las  not  been  reported  fq  the  ^eMte. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  will  Withdraw  thp  motion 
f  the  Senator  from  New  York  wants  a  vote 
>n  his  amendment. 

Mr.  QQNKLING.  I  should  like  tp  fa^ye 
hat  aqaeqcJinpT^t  ^jjoptpd-  J  Qply  n^etf  ^fie 
/Qte  of  the  Senator  from  Minneaota  to  carrj 
t  nnanimoasly.  Will  the  Senator  let  m^ 
lave  it? 

Mr.  R4MSBY.  U  ia  changing  t-ha  present 
aw.  The  position  the  Senator  from  Vermont 
■ook  wh^9  hf  ^as  in  w^g  tl^^t  Ijis'ieBjpp  v^f 
to  maintain  the  present  lawj  and  nencu  he  in- 
sisted upon  an  amendi^ent  He  said  th^t  if 
we  proposed  to  chaqgp  t|ie  l^w  he  wq^jld  cqf^- 
sent  to  our  proposition  with  his  amendment. 
You  propose  to  phanee  the  law.  Let  ut^  print 
\\x^  aipendmenta,  ^Hd  go  Qn  jn|p\he  S^iH^e, 
and  then  move  yoor  amendment.  We  stand 
by  the  law  as  it  is  no^. 

Mr.  GQN^LX^Q.  U  ^Q^  thi^  cofpfi^it^ee 
amendment  making  doable  postage  Within 
three  miles? 

Mr.  {lAMSEY.  Tt^t  feftt^Bp  pcql^ftljU  is 
changed.     [tianghter.J 

Mr.  GONKLING.  Mr.  Presidefit,  **  mj 
poverty  but  «q|.  my  Turill  cqnsenU." 

The  PHESIDINQ  QFFlOBQ.    Does  the 

Senator  from KewyorkmoTQhjs amendment? 

Mr.  RAMBBY.    I  prefer  |{i^t  ^^  'sJiQuld 

reserve  it  until  we  get  in  the  Senate  and  have 

it  in  pfint. 

Mr.  CO^fELING.  I  shall  not  move  it 
now. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as 
amended. 

The  P^pai^l^Q  QmCER.  The  bill 
TFill  be  prip^daiB  amended. 

Mr.  POMp|lOY.  I  ipc\OYfi  th^t  t{)^  Se{)ate 
adjourp. 

_  The  PRESlDIJf (J  QFFICFR.  Refpre  put- 
ting  the  question  the  Chair  ^illf  ip  accofdancp 
with  the  order  pf  the  Senat^,  c^U  i^g  <iie 
North  Carolina  election  case,  to  make  it  on 
record  the  unfinished  bnsiness.  With  the 
assent  of  the  Senate,  that  resolution  is  bflfpre 
the  3en^tQ.    It  is  moved  that  th^  Senate  dp 

npw  adjQurn. 

The  mPtiqn  wm  ^greed  M) ;  «9>d  (at  eleven 
o'cloc)(  and  two  minates  p.  m*)  the  Senate 
adjoi^rued' 

• 

HOUSE  OF  BEPBBSBNTATIYB8. 

Monday,  April  22,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  o'clock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Butler,  D.  D. 
The  Jonroal  of  Friday  last  was  read. 

CORRECTION. 

Mr.  |l|^CE,  of  Illinois.  I  ri^^  to  a  questiqn 
of  privilege.  Qn  Friday  last,  qnth^  motjon  qf 
the  geqtlen^an  from  M^^^*c^486tts,  [Mr.  QpT- 
l.E?i,J  to  recommit  the  cjvjl  servip^  bill,  ^jth 
the  pendjpg  ameqdn^ents,  to  the  select  pqip- 
raittee,  I  am  np^  fepQrdpd  in  tlj^  Jpurn^l 
as  having  voted,  J  yoteq  in  tjip  negative,  ftpp 
ask  the  cofrpctipn  \o  pq  made. 

The  correptipn  w^  m^de';  ^d  the  ^pBrR^lj 
as  corrected,  was  then  approved. 

ORDKR  QV  BUSINKSS. 

The  SPEAKEi^.  This  being  Monday,  thq 
first  business  in  ordpr  dHF^ng  thp'niorping  \^9^V 
is  the  calling  of  the  States  and  Territories  for 
the  introduction  of  bills  i^nd  jpint  resolotiqns 
for  reference  to  their  appropriate  cominittpes, 
not  to  be  brought  b^pW  into  tjjp  ppuqe  by 
iqotioi^s  to  recpnqidpr.  U  ndpr  t\^}9  Pftlt  meipo- 
rials  and  resolutions  of  Staie  apd  ^erfitoriaj 
Legislatures  m^y  bs  presented  for  pnn|.}ng  and 
reference.  The  morning  honr  now  begips,  at 
iiixteen  minuses  after  twelve  o'cloclc. 

L'.MTKD   STATKS  COaflTS    IN  NBW  HAMP8HIRB. 

Mr.  BELL  introduced  a  bill  (p.  p.  Ifo, 
2336)  to  change  the  place  of  noldipg  t-he  term 
of  the  circuit  and  district  courts  of  the  Unjted 
States  for  the  district  of  Ne^v  Pf^mpsh}re; 


^{ijch  ^^  read  a  prst  and  spcond  tjme}  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  aqd 
ordered  to  be  printed* 

Mr.  PABRER,  of  New  Hampshire,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  B.  No.  2337)  changing  the 
place  of  holding  a  term  of  the  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  for  the  district  of  New  Hamp- 
shire ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BANFORD  MOTT. 

Mr.  PQ]:.A^ip  introduced  a  hill  (|I.  B.  ^o. 
2388)  for  the  relief  of  Danford  Mott ;  which 
was  read  a  fi^st  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

8ARAH  POND. 

PMr.  POLiANP  also  intrpdqced  a  bill  (H. 
.  ^0.  233Q)  granting  i^  pension  tp  $arah 
9p4  ;  whip))  ^as  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referrpd  to  if^^Committee  on  Pevolutpnaipy 
l^eqsipn^  and  ^ar  pf  1812,  and  ordered  to  ^p 

printed- 

YACm  KLLip. 

Mr.  TWICHELL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  2340)  to  change  the  name  of  the  pleasure- 
yacht  Ellie,  of  Boston,  Massachusetts  ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

YACHT  RBD  HOT. 

Mr.  BUTLEB,  of  Massachpsetts,  intro- 
duced a  billJH.'  B.  No.  2341)  ^  fillow  the 
yacht  Bed  Hot  to  take  the  n^me  of  Addip 
Packer,  ^pd  be  fe^istered  under  that  naipe  ; 
which  was  re^d  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferrpa  to  thp  Committee  op  (^pfnmerpp,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ARSfV  APPflOPRTATIONa. 

Mr.  HQOPEBt  of  Massachusetts,  introduced 
a  bill  (H.  B.  No.  2342)  to  repeal  the  sixth  sec- 
tion qf  the  act  approved  June  21,  1860,  en- 
titled **An  act  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  Army  for  the  year  ending  the 
80th  day  of  June,  i860 ;' '  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

THE  CURRBNCT. 

Mr.  WOOD  introduced  ^  bill  (H.  B.  No. 
2343)  to  prevent  contraction  and  expansion  of 
the  money  market,  and  to  give  elasticity  to  the 
currency ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Banking 
and  Currency,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

0.  n    ypRGCSorf. 

J4r.  GOOQBICH  iptrodnced  (|  bil)  (H.  B. 
Np.  2344)  for  thp  relief  pf  C.  B.  Furgpson, 
deceased,  late  captain  ^nd  f^sistant  quarter- 
m^tpr  PnUed  St^tpsArmy?  which  was  read 
a  ^rst  4nd  second  tjmPt  referred  tp  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  prdered  to  be 
printed. 

Q4NIBLQ.  GLBTBLAND. 

Mr.  CAB|IQLL  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  2845)  for  the  relief  of  Daniel  0.  Cleve- 
land, postmaster  at  Broadalhin,  ^n  the  State  of 
New  York ;  which  was  r^ad  a  first  apd  sec- 
ond time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Post  Office  and  Post  Boads,  and  prdered  to 
be  printed. 

TAXiCS  ON  SPIRITS  AND  TOBApOp. 

Mr.  ELT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  H.  No.  2346) 
tq  ^meud  ftp  act  imposing  taxes  on  distilled 
spirits  and  (obacco,  approyed  July  20,  1868  ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  (ypmmittep  of  Ways  ftud  Means,  ^nd 
ordered  tq  hp  printed. 

PBN8I0NS  OF  T^AR  OV  ^12. 

Mr.  \VILUA]i(JS,  of  Neif  ^ork,  introdu9ed 
a  joint  resqlutio|i  [^.  U.  No.  138)  cqnstrumg 
an  act  entitled  **  An  act  to  grapt  pensions  to  t)ie 
soldiery  pf  thp  war  of  1812  and  tpeir  widows^" 
approve^  February  14,  187 1  j  which  ^as  read 


a  firs^  and  second  ^me,  referred  tp  tl^e  Com- 
mittpe  on  Bevolntionary  Peqsioqs  and  War 
of  1812,  apd  ordered  to  bp  priqted. 

MAllY  m'aLLISTBR. 

Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  York,  also  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  B.  No.  2347)  granting  a  pen- 
sion to  Mary  McAllister ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  tin^ef  referred  tp  (he  Comnjittpe  on 
Invalid  Ppnsipns,  ^pd  qrdpred  tq  be  printed. 

BKPUCTION  OF  TAXIfiS. 

Mr.  KELLEY  Introduced  a  bjll  (H.  B.  No. 
2848)  for  the  further  reduction  of  taxes  and 
eoqpuragementof  commerce;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  \Vholp  qp  thp  state  qf  the  Upion, 
Itnd  ordered  to  bp  printpd. 

PRINTING  OF  TARIFF  Bai*. 

Mr.  KELLEY  submitted  the  following  reso- 
lution ;  which  was  referred,  under  the  law,  to 
the  Cqmmittee  on  Printing  : 

Beaohed^  That  five  thoasi^ad  oopJ£B  of  the  tariff 
bill  reported  by  the  minority  of  the  Ways  and  Metfus 
Committee  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tK6  lloase. 

PAY  Oy  C0NTKSTANT8. 

Mr.  SPEEBj  pf  Pennsylvania,  iptrqdpcpd 
a  bill  (H.  ft.  No.  2349)  to  prohibit  thp  pay- 
ment of  expensps  of  ^^n^^c^^^^^nl  contents  by 
persqps  c)aimipg  seat§  ip  Congress ;  wMch  W^^s 
read  a  first  and  secon^  time,  referred  to  |.{ip 
Cpmipittee  qq  tl^e  Jqdiciftry,  an^  oraerpd  \o 
bp  printed. 

^^^^Y  9QPBU8. 

Mr.  SOOFXELP  intrpdqced  a  bill  (H.  B. 
Nq.  2350)  for  the  reUef  of  Henry  Bogers; 
which  was  rpiid  a  first  and  second  time,  and 
referred  ^the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions. 

J.   W.  IRWIN. 

Mr.  McJUNEIN  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B. 
Np.  2351)  for  (l^e  relief  pf  J.  W.  Irvin;  which 
yr&a  reaa  a  first  apd  second  ^\Wi  referred  tP 
tl^p  Cpmmittpe  qf  Cl^n^s,  aud  qrderpd  ^  l>^ 
printpd- 

HBIBS  OF  JOHN  afBMRT,  D«CfS4S|iq. 

Mr.  PLATT  intrpducpd  fi  bill  (H.  B.  No. 
2352)  for  the  relief  of  (he  heir^  ^n^  Ipgal  r^^p- 
resentatives  of  Johp  Henry,  deceased  ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  tin^e,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Claioqs^  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

HOMJEBTBADS  TO  SOLDIBRS  AND  SAILORS. 

Mr.  PLATT  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B. 
No.  2353)  to  amend  an  act  entitled  ^'  An  act  to 
enable  honorably  discharged  solders  and  sail- 
ors, their  widows  and  orphan  childrep,  to 
acquire  homesteads  on  the  public  lands  of  the 
United  States;"  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Afiairs,  and  ordered  to  be  pripted. 

EXPENSES  QF  S^ATK^  IN  WJ^y.  PF  1812. 

Mr.  TEBBY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No. 

2354)  to  provide  for  a  recomputation  of  the 
accounts  bptween  the  United  States  and  the 
several  States  growing  out  of  moneys  ex- 
pended  by  sitid  States  in  the  war  qf  1812; 
which  wf^  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re* 
ferred  to  the  Comioittee  on  Military  Afiairs, 
and  orderpd  tp  be  priqted* 

JUDICI4L  ^iSTfilCT,  qapiifliA. 

Mr.  DU  BOSE  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No. 

2355)  to  establish  the  third  judicial  dist^rict  of 
the  State  of  Georgia 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

&(r.  HANKS.  I  should  like  to  have  that 
bill  reported. 

The  bill  w^  re^d»  refprred  to  the  Committee 
qq  thp  Judiciary,  and  ordprpd  ^  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DI8ABILITIB8. 

Mr.  YOUNG  introduced  a  bill  (H.  B.  No. 

2356)  to  removp  the  jpo|j|ica|  djsabiljties  of 
certaiq  persons  thefeiq  named ;  w\i\c\\  was 
read  a  first  apifj  secpnd  ^imP}  refprred  tp  the 
Cqmmittee  qn  ^l^e  Jqdipiary,  aqd  prdered  to 
be  printed* 
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Mr.  MelNTYRE  iiitrodaced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  23*>7)  to  relieve  from  political  disabilities  ' 
certain  persons  therein  named  ;  which  was  I 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

CITIL  8KKTICK  RBFORM. 

Mr.  WHITELEY  introdoced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  2858)  to  improve  the  civil  service;  which  ] 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  sel«'Ct  Committee  on  the  Reorganization 
of  the  Civil  Service  of  the  United  States,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

8AMU8L   DDNT. 

Mr.  BIOBT  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2359)  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  Hunt;  which  i 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  \ 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

KKMOVAL  OP  POUTICAL  DI9ABILITIIS. 

Mr  PRICE  introduced  a  bill  (H-,R.  No. 
2860)  to  remove  the  political  disabilities  of 
certain  citizens  therein  named ;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  SLOSS  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
2361)  to  remove  the  legal  and  political  dis- 
abilities of  certain  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Alabama ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  HAYS  introduced  a  bill  (H.   R.  No. 

2862)  forthereliefot  certain  citizens  from  polit- 
ical disabilities;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHAKLK8  8    PAKRI8H. 

Mr.  SYPHER  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2863)  to  indemnify  Charles  S.  Parriah,  of 
Louisiana;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

K.  B.  TODD 

Mr.  MOREY  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 

2864)  to  relieve  R.  B.  Todd,  of  Louisiana,  from 
political  disabilities  ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

CHRISTIAN  MORNHNOKG. 

Mr.  MOREY  also  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No  2865)  for  the  relief  of  Christian  Mornh- 
noeg;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

TARIFF  ON  WOOL. 

Mr.  UPSON  presented  a  joint  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  in  oppo- 
sition to  a  reduction  of  the  tariff  on  imported 
wool. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  ask  that  the  joint  res- 
olution be  read. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  at  length, 
ordered  to  bo  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

NIAGARA  VALI.8  8UIP-0ANAL. 

Mr.  UPSON  also  presented  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Ohio, 
relating  to  the  construction  of  a  ship- canal 
uround  the  falls  of  Niagara  within  the  territory 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  ELDREDQE.  I  call  for  the  reading  of 
that  joint  resolution. 

The  joint  resolution  was  read  at  length, 
ordered  to  be  printed,  and  referred  to  the 
Cutnmittee  on  Cfommerce. 

8ARAU  K.   ROKBUOK. 

Mr.  LAMISON  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
236G)  to  place  the  name  of  Sarah  E.  Roebuck, 
widow  of  Lawrence  Roebuck,  on  the  pension- 
rolls  of  the  United  States ;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 


mittee on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

A.  6.  LBK  AND  OTHERS. 

Mr.  CROSSLAND  introduced  a  joint  reso- 
lution (U.  R.  No.  139)  for  the  relief  of  A.  6. 
Lee  and  the  representatives  of  B.  P.  Lee, 
deceased ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time. 

Mr.  ELDRE  DGE.  I  aak  that  this  joint  res- 
olution be  read  at  length. 

The  ioint  resolution  was  read  at  length, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

TAX  ox  TOBACCO,   BTC. 

Mr.  MAYNARD  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  23G8)  to  amend  the  internal  revenue  laws ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  will  say  by  permission 
of  the  House  that  this  bill  is  substantially  the 
internal  revenue  part  of  *he  bill  reported  from 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  modify- 
ing the  tax  on  tobacco,  fixing  it  at  sixteen 
cents  per  pound,  and  restoring  the  bonded 
warehouse  system  for  manufactured  tobacco. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  ask  for  the  repofdng 
of  this  bill  at  length. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  move  that  the  biU  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
state  of  the  Union  and  printed ;  and  I  ask  that 
two  thousand  extra  copies  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  House. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  cannot  ask 
that  during  the  morning  hour. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  call  for  the  reading 
of  the  bill  in  full. 

The  Clerk  began  the  reading  of  the  bill  at 
fifleen  minutes  before  one  o'clock,  &nd  read 
until  fiAeen  minutes  past  one  o'clock,  without 
concluding. 

Mr.  HOLM  AN.  As  there  are  several 
States  yet  to  be  called  for  bills  and  joint  reso- 
lutions under  this  call,  I  would  suggest  that 
the  further  reading  of  this  bill  be  dispensed 
with. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  Wis- 
consin [Mr.  Eldredoe]  called  for  the  reading 
of  the  bill,  and  the  Clerk  will  proceed. 

The  Clerk  resumed  the  reading  of  the  bill, 
and  read  till  seventeen  minutes  past  one 
o'clock,  when 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  As  the  sixty  min- 
utes of  the  morning  hour  have  expired,  I  move 
that  the  rules  be  suspended,  and  the  House 
now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Elections  in  the  case  of 
Gooding  va,  Wilson,  from  the  State  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Before  that  is  done  I 
will  state  that  at  some  suitable  time  I  will  ask 
the  House  to  take  up  this  bill,  which  relates 
to  internal  revenue  alone,  and  consider  it  sep- 
arately from  that  portion  of  the  bill  which 
relates  to  the  tariff. 

The  SPEAKER.  If  there  is  no  objection, 
the  bill  will  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  object,  until  the  return  of 
the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  [Mr.  Dawes,]  who  is  now  absent. 

Mr.  FA  RNS  WORTH.  I  would  like  to  make 
a  report. 

Mr.  SARGENT.  I  desire  to  introduce  a 
bill  for  reference. 

Mr.  COX.     1  want  to  submit  a  resolution. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  will  yield  to  the 
gentleman  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Farnsworth] 
to  make  his  report  if  it  shall  not  lead  to 
debate. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  would  be  glad, 
if  there  is  no  objection,  to  entertain  proposi- 
tions to  refer  bills  and  joint  resolutions. 

Mr.  HOOPER,  of  Massachusetts.     I  object. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  Will  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Perry]  yield  to  me  to  make 
a  report  from  a  committee  of  conference  ? 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  will  yield  to  the 
gentleman  if  it  does  not  lead  to  debate. 


>  J«.     L. 


MAIL  C09TKAC1S. 

Mr.  FARXSWOBTfl,  by 
sent,  submitted  the  foHoviDg  reoor-.  t-.z, 
committee  of  cooferenoe : 

The  eoDunittae  of  eonfc •,   ^   ^ 

votes  of  the  two  Hooms  on  the  bill  <H.  B^  >     ^ 

entided  '*  An  net  relatinr  to  proponal* 

for  transportation  of  the  mailiL  and  tor  out 

poses,"  bavins  met.  after  fall 

nave  screed  to  reeommend,  and  da 

their  respective  Honaes  ma  folio 

That  the  Hoose  recede  firom  th 
the  amendments  of  the  Pen  at  •  nnmbciMl  *  C'.  — 
four,  five,  six.  eeven,  eicht.  nine,  ten.  clem 
teen,  fifteen,  and  sixteen  ;  and  the  Ho 
tbeaame. 

That  the  House  reeede  firo^  iU 
the  third  amendment  of  the  Seaasi 
with  an  amendment  m«  foUovs  : 

After  the  word  '*ofieer."  ineert  '*F 
partment." 

That  the  Hoose  reeede  from  Its  die 
the  twelfth  amendment  of  the  Senate,  na*:s 
it  with  an  amendment  as  follows : 

In  lines  five  and  six  strike  oat  ''for  a 
ceedina  $5,000  per  annam." 

That  the  Honse  recede  from  its 
the  thirteenth  amendment  of  the 
to  it  with  an  amendment  ma  folio 

la  line  ten  strike  out  the  word 
**  and  in  ease  of  new  aerriee  not 
strike  oat  **  before  new  aervie^ 
tS.OOO  per  annom ;  "  In   line 

enter  into"  and  Insert  **  execute ; 


la  line  «'.  ■' 

iawrir  ~n--». 

•trik-    .. 

in  lis*  1-  ". 


add   " and  enter  upon  the  performance  of  zt.  -  • 
vice  to  the  satisfoetion  of  the  Potmartw  Ge^cn 
in  line  nineteen,  after  the  word  ^'Trnawiry."  z-^ 
**for  the  use  of  the  Poat  Office  Depanxaec. 
line  twent/  strike   oat  "and    seaeoaahXr  ee--. 
into,"  and  insert  '*exeeated  and  the  eerrice  ea^eru 
upon."  J.  P.  FABJSSWOfiZd. 

QDHSRY  TWICHEL:. 

J.  M.  CARROLU 
Mamaoer*  am  the  nariofthe  Am 


ALSX.  RAMSEY. 
T.W.  FERRY,  ^ 

mCAe  parr  <(/<&« 

The  report  of  the  committer  was  ad-:;^.'-! 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH  moved  to  recoass^- 
the  vote  by  which  the  report  waa  adop^- 
and  also  moved  that  the  motion  to  recoasli^ 
be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

THREE  PER  CENT.  CERTiriCATSS. 

Mr.  SARGENT,  by  onaDioBoiia  conseoL  b 
troduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2867)  to  ameedss 
act  to  provide  for  the  redemptioo  of  the  tkrs« 
per  cent  temporary  loan  cettificales  and  f : 
an  increase  ot  national  bank  notes,  approvvc 
July  12,  1870;  which  was  read  a  first  ari 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committer  c- 
Banking  and  Currency,  and  ordered  to  W 
printed. 

J£LBCTION  CONTEST (K>ODING  Y3.   HTLSOS- 

Mr.  PKRRY,  of  Ohio.  I  iniist  now  vlsisl 
on  the  consideration  of  the  contested-^iec&^ 
case  from  the  fourth  district  of  Indiana.  A 
number  of  gentlemen  anpeal  to  me  to  alk>« 
them  to  introduce  bills,  out  I  will  say  to  ttteii 
that  I  think  we  shall  get  through  this  elettior 
case  in  time  to  allow  them  to  introdoce  ^^ 
bills  at  a  later  period  of  the  daj.  On  the  oda 
hand,  if  I  agree  to  waive  this  question  iill  p:^' 
tiemen  have  introduced  their  bills,  I  fear  U 
will  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Clerk  will  read  ib« 
resolution  reported  by  the  majoritj  of  '>^^ 
committee. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

Ee9olved,  That  Hon.  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson  if  rs'<' 
tied  to  the  seat  ocoapied  hy  him  tn  this  H<a<« 
as  the  Representative  from  the  fourth  distrk;  • 
Indiana. 

Mr.  COBURN.  I  suggest  to  the  gentiezoa:- 
from  Ohio  [Mr.  Perry]  that  as.  since  ttf 
morning  hour  has  expired,  it  is  not  the  ri^c: 
of  gentlemen  to  demand  the  reading  of  bilis  n 
full,  not  more  than  five  or  ten  minmeev^i 
be  occupied  in  the  introduction  of  bill». 

The  SPEAKER.  Members  still  hare  ii>f 
right  to  demand  the  reporting  of  bills  vbica 
may  be  introduced,  but  probably  they  wolU 
not  do  so. 

Mr.  COBURN.  That  is  what  I  mea«  -' 
say — that  there  is  no  advantage  to  be  ^ised 
by  it. 

The  SPEAKER.   The  gentleman  from  01  v 
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tfr.  Perry]  will  please  indicate  to  the  Chair 
e  order  of  debate. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  There  has  been  an 
iderstanding  with  gentlemen  in  favor  of  the 
mtestant  as  to  the  time  they  desire  to  con* 
I  me ;  and  the  agreement  so  far  as  gentlemen 
'  the  committee  are  concerned  is  that  they 
ay  occupy  in  debate  one  hour  and  a  half, 
bile  those  who  favor  the  contestee  shall 
.'cupy  a  corresponding  length  of  time.  The 
der  of  debate,  if  it  meet  the  a{>probation  of 
e  House,  will  be  this:  the  chairman  of  the 
>mmittee  [Mr.  McCrart]  will  make  an  open- 
g  statement  of  about  twenty  minutes ;  gen- 
emen  on  the  other  side  will  then  occupy  their 
>ur  and  a  half,  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky 
At.  Arthur]  holding  the  floor,  and  appor- 
Dniug  it  among  his  friends.  The  remainder 
'  the  time  will  then  be  occupied  by  gentlemen 

*  the  majority  of  the  committee  in  favor  of 
1^  contestee 

Mr.  MERRICK.  It  is  understood  that  the 
)utestant  is  to  occupy  half  an  hour  of  our 
me. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  understands 
lat  the  contestant  in  this  case  desires  to 
Idress  the  House.  In  whose  time  will  he 
!)eaK  ? 

Mr.  MERRICK.  He  will  have  part  of  the 
our  and  a  half  assigned  to  the  minority  of 
le  committee. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 
on  to  allowing  the  contestant  to  occupy  a  part 
f  the  hour  and  a  half  assigned  to  the  minor- 
y  of  the  committee. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  There  is  no  objec- 
on  to  that. 

Mr.  McOBARY.  Mr.  Speaker,  I  trust  the 
[ouse  will  give  its  attention  to  the  discussion 
f  this  case  for  the  reason  that  it  involves  a 
ery  important  question  apart  from  the  right  to 
ie  seat  in  this  particular  case.  The  contest- 
nt  claims  the  seat  upon  two  grounds:  first, 
u  the  ground  of  illegal  votes  cast  for  the  sit- 
ng  member ;  secondly,  upon  the  ground  that 
iiere  was  sometime  after  the  election  a  second 
ount  of  the  ballots  cast  at  certain  precincts 
1  the  district,  which  he  claims  showed  that  the 
fBcial  count  made  by  the  officers  of  the  law 
ras  incorrect  in  some  particulars.  I  think  it 
rill  not  be  contended  oy  the  gentlemen  who 
epreseut  the  minority  of  the  committee  that 
lie  contestant  can  be  awarded  the  seat  unless 
re  set  aside  the  official  count  in  several  cases, 
nd  substitute  for  it  the  unofficial  count.  In 
ther  words,  it  will  not  be  contended  that  the 
ontestant  has  made  out  a  case  here  upon  ihh 
negation  of  illegal  votes  cast  for  the  sitting 
lember. 

By  the  official  count  the  sitting  member  had 

•  majority  of  4  votes.  It  is  conceded  by  the 
eport  of  the  minority  that  there  were  7  illegal 
otes  cast  for  the  contestant.  That  would 
Qcrease  the  minority  of  the  sitting  member  to 
1  votes.  It  is  contended,  however,  by  the 
Eiiuority  that  there  were  9  illegal  votes  cast 
or  the  sitting  member,  which  would  reduce 
lis  majority  to  2  votes,  saying  nothing  about 
iny  recount. 

I  think,  however,  the  examination  of  the 
estimony  will  satisfy  any  gentleman  there 
rere  not  9  illegal  votes  cast  for  the  sitting 
nember.  I  cannot  ffo  into  any  particular  dis- 
ussion  of  individual  cases  in  the  short  time  I 
km  allowed  to  occupy  the  floor.  I  will  say, 
lowever,  that  in  my  judgment  there  are  4  of 
he  votes  claimed  to  have  been  illegal  and  cast 
or  the  sitting  member  which  were  clearly  and 
)eyond  all  question  legal  votes,  and  such  as 
>ught  to  be  counted.  The  first  is  the  vote  of 
saac  S.  Stewart,  who  is  shown  by  the  testi- 
nony  to  have  been  in  the  employ  ox  the  United 
States,  and  to  have  claimed  his  residence  in 
his  district.  This  voter,  I  believe,  sir,  was  a 
>aymaster  in  the  United  States  Army  for  some 
ime.  He  returned  to  the  State  of  Indiana 
lome  time  before  the  election.  There  is  a 
clause  in  the  constitution  «f  Indiana  which 
'xpressly  provides  that  a  person  absent  from 


the  State  in  any  capacity  under  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  shall  not  thereby 
forfeit  his  right  to  vote  in  that  State;  and  he 
certainly  would  not  do  so  if  there  were  no  such 
provision. 

The  next  vote  claimed  to  be  illegal  is  that 
of  Jonathan  Dunbar,  jr.  There  are  two  or 
three  citizens  who  say  they  believe  he  left  the 
State ;  that  he  was  not  a  resident  of  the  State ; 
but  they  do  not  give  the  facts  upon  which  they 
base  their  opinion.  On  the  other  hand,  there 
is  the  testimony  of  one  witness  who  swears 
positively  that  he  knows  this  voter  was  a  bona 
fide  resident  of  the  district  where  he  voted. 

in  the  case  of  William  Henshaw  it  is  shown 
he  resided  in  the  town  where  he  voted.  He 
carried  on  business  there.  He  was  in  the  habit 
of  frequently  visiting  a  widow  sister  who  re- 
sided elsewhere,  and  he  sometimes  spoke  of 
foing  home  when  he  went  to  make  such  visits, 
tut  the  fact  that  he  voted,  the  fact  that  he 
lived  in  the  district  and  claimed  his  residence 
there,  is  not  disputed,  and  the  presumption  is 
in  favor  of  the  legality  of  the  vote. 

Oliver  Carson  had  been  away  from  the  pre* 
cinct,  but  there  is  no  proof  that  he  abandoned 
his  residence  in  Indiana.  But,  as  I  have  said, 
I  cannot  discuss  at  length  these  individual 
cases.  I  say  of  the  9  votes  claimed  as  illegal, 
that  among  all  of  themj  there  are  only  one 
or  two  which  are  clearly  shown  to  be  illegal ; 
but  at  most  there  can  be  but  4  illegal  votes 
made  out,  which  would  leave  the  majority  of 
the  sitting  member  aside  from  recounts,  to  be 
6  votes. 

Mr.  Speaker,  this  brings  us,  therefore,  to  the 

Question,  under  what  circumstances  will  the 
[ouse  decide  to  set  aside  the  official  count 
made  by  officers  of  the  law  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  an  oath  at  the  time  of  the  election, 
immediately  after  the  close  of  the  polls?  Under 
circumstances  where  fraud  and  deception  are 
exceedingly  difficult  if  not  impossible,  under 
what  circumstances  will  the  House  decide  to 
set  aside  this  official  count  and  substitute  for 
it  an  unofficial  count,  made  not  by  officers  of 
the  law,  but  by  unauthorized  persons,  made 
sometime  ailer  the  election,  and  made  after 
there  has  been  opportunity  at  least  to  tamper 
with  the  ballot-boxes,  and  after  the  result  of 
the  official  count  has  been  declared,  so  that  it 
is  known  what  is  necessary  to  change  the  result 
as  officially  declared? 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  have  intimated  that 
this  is  a  very  important  question.  It  reaches 
far  beyond  this  particular  case.  It  will  con- 
front the  House  in  any  future  case,  where  there 
is  a  close  vote,  and  where,  by  fair  means  or 
foul,  oien  succeed  in  getting  hold  of  the  bal- 
.  lots  and  recounting  them,  without  authority, 
after  the  result  of  the  election  has  been  ascer- 
tained. I  think,  sir,  we  ought  to  be  exceed- 
ingly cautious  in  laying  down  a  rule  upon  this 
subject.  But  there  are  certain  rules  which  I 
am  sure  the  House  ought  always  to  adhere  to 
in  cases  of  this  character.  I  will  not  say,  sir, 
that  there  can  be  no  case  in  which  a  mistake 
may  occur — because  mistakes  may  occur 
in  official  counts — shall  be  corrected  ;  but 
I  do  say  that  there  is  great  danger  in  setting 
aside  the  official  count  and  substituting  for 
it  an  unofficial  count  in  any  case,  and  cer- 
tainly there  ought  to  be  great  caution  observed 
in  every  such  case. 

Now,  what  rules  ought  to  be  observed  ? 
Under  what  circumstances  shall  the  recount 
be  received  ?  I  think  there  are  certain  things 
that  ou||;ht  to  be  required,  and  I  will  state 
them  briefly. 

In  the  first  place,  if  the  law  provides  an 
officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  hold  possession  of 
the  ballot-boxes  and  the  ballots  themselves 
after  the  polls  have  been  closed,  I  think  that 
no  recount  should  ever  be  allowed  unless  it 
appear  that  the  ballot-boxes  and  ballots  had 
remained  in  the  custody  of  that  officer  during 
the  interval  between  the  election  and  the  re- 
count. That  ought  always  to  be  one  of  the  pre- 
requisites, and  without  it  there  can  be  neither 


certainty  nor  safety.  In  this  case  I  shall  show 
presently  that  these  ballot-boxes  did  not  re- 
main in  the  custody  of  the  proper  officer,  at 
least  several  of  them  did  not. 

I  think  another  rule  should  be  observed.  It 
must  appear  that  the  ballots  have  been  securely 
kept,  that  they  have  not  been  exposed,  and  that 
there  has  been  no  opportunity  to  tamper  with 
them.  This  ought  to  appear  affirmatively.  It 
is  not  sufficient  that  certain  persons  should 
have  got  hold  of  these  ballots  and  have  re- 
counted them,  without  authority  of  law,  and 
io  violation  of  law ;  and  in  this  case  every  one 
of  these  recounts  was  in  violation  of  law.  It 
is  not  sufficient  that  the  men  who  have  had 
hold  of  these  ballots  and  have  recounted  them 
should  themselves  testify  that  they  had  not 
tampered  with  them.  It  should  be  required 
in  every  case  that  it  appear  affirmatively  that 
there  has  been  no  opportunity,  not  only  for 
these  particular  persons,  but  for  any  persons, 
to  tamper  with  or  interfere  with  the  ballots. 

Another  rule  is  this:  if  the  law  provides 
the  mode  of  preserving  the  ballots,  and  of 
having  them  recounted,  that  mode  should  in 
every  case  be  strictly  followed ;  and,  if  it  is 
not  strictly  followed,  the  recount  should  'not 
be  regarded  as  of  equal  force  and  effect  with 
the  official  count.  Now,  in  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana there  is  such  a  law,  to  which  I  wish  now 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  House.  It  pro- 
vides as  follows : 

**The  certificates,  poll-books,  and  tallsr-papers, 
forwarded  to  the  board  of  canvassers,  shall  be  pre- 
served by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court,  open  to  the 
iDBpeotlon  of  any  legal  voter  of  the  county  or  dis- 
trict." 

It  is  thus  provided  that,  as  regards  the  cer- 
tificates, poll-books,  and  tally- papers,  they 
shall  be  forwarded  to  the  board  of  canvassers, 
and  shall  be  preserved  by  the  clerk  of  the 
circuit  courL 

**  The  other  papers  and  ballots"— 

The  law  provides — 

*'  shall  be  kept  by  the  inspectors  for  the  term  of 
six  months,  except  when  such  election  is  contested; 
then  they  shall  bo  preserved  subject  to  the  order 
of  any  court  trying  such  contest,  until  the  same  is 
determined." 

Here,  then,  is  a  statute  made  for  the  very 
purpose  of  preserving  the  ballot-boxes  and 
the  ballots,  and  pointing  out  the  mode  by 
which  they  may  be  made  evidence  in  the  case 
of  a  contest.  First,  it  requires  that  they  shall 
remain  in  the  custody  of  the  inspectors  of 
election ;  secondly,  it  requires  that  in  case  a 
recount  is  desired,  they  shall  be  produced 
before  the  court  having  the  right  to  try  the 
contest,  if  there  should  be  a  contest. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  law  was  violated  in 
the  case  of  every  one  of  these  recounts.  They 
should  have  subpenaed  before  the  court  try- 
ing the  contest  in  this  case  the  inspector  of 
the  election,  who  was  the  legal  custodian 
of  the  ballot-box,  and  should  have  shown  by 
his  testimony  that  the  ballot-box  had  remained 
in  his  possession,  and  had  been  so  securely 
and  carefully  kept  that  it  could  not  have  been 
tampered  with.  The  identity  of  the  ballots 
must  always  be  shown  by  the  legal  custodian 
of  them. 

I  insist  that  under  this  statute  of  Indiana  two 
things  ought  to  be  absolutely  required  in  order 
to  substitute  an  unofficial  count  for  an  official 
count.  Whatever  else  may  be  required,  this 
certainly  ought  to  be,  that  the  custodian  of  the 
ballot-box,  the  man  whom  the  law  appoints  to 
take  charge  of  it,  and  to  keep  it,  should  bo 
regularly  subpenaed  before  making  a  recount, 
and  the  security  of  the  ballot-box  shown  by  his 
evidence.  The  House  cannot  depend  upon  a 
recount  made  by  any  outsider  who  goes  sur- 
reptitiously or  otherwise  and  gets  possession 
of^  the  ballot-box.  It  must  be  done  in  the 
presence  of  the  court  or  of  an  officer. 

Mr.  Speaker,  in  this  case  neither  of  the 
things  have  been  done.  Parties  interested  in 
the  behalf  of  the  contestant,  seeing  that  the 
vote  was  very  close,  went  themselves  and 
secured  possession  of  the  ballot-boxes,  without 
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t|)e  fiutbprity  of  \^,yr^  in  violation  pf  lawy  tq 
r^co^^t  the  votes,  and  the  recount  Mppn  w^ich 
tliey  rp|y  here  wiism^de  uppn  tl^eirown  if^otion. 
Il  Himply  comes  to  tl^j^,  whiitber  tlifj  yolmi- 
teer^,  these  pi)t5i4?r4  who  ^te  interested  in 
chm)giiig  the  re^alt  of  the  vqte  fi$  utQciall? 
deph^rciJ,  (^n4  vhp  vent  without  authority  of 
law,  and  \^  vjo^tiou  odf^Wy  and  got  possession 
of  ibe  h^llqt-hosef,  |^n4  made  ^  recount,  ghfilj 
be  al|Qwe4  here  tq  ^y  what  the  repult  of  the 
election  vft^,  against  (he  certihcate  of  thP 
swqrn  q£5cer^  pf  the  If^W  V^hp  made  the  o^cial 
cpunt  ill  the  4iach%rge  qf  fheir  duties  at  the 
time  pf  the  eleptjpq  and  hpfore  anybp4y  Jspew 
that  a  change  oi'  i  votes  would  ch<^pg0  the 
result.  Cftn  it  he  seripualy  po:iteu4ed  tbat 
such  ^  recount  js  mojre  reliable  thau  the  oti^cial 
count?  Will  the  House  lay  down  as  <^  rule  for 
all  future  c^sp^  ^uch  a  rule  at^  js  here  insisted 
upon  by  the  ipinority  of  th^  coqin^ittee  ?  i 
trust  not. 

But}  ^r.  Speake^}  heaides  th^t}  there  are 
fact^  disclq§ed  in  tius  testimony  which  show 
hpw  utterly  npreliable  ^n4  un^t^^e  tiiia  repoupt 
wa^.  |jet  us  glance  at  somp  of  the  ftfcts. 
Nq^,  in  regard  to  the  south  poll  of  Wayne 
to«i)ship)  where  the  cpptest^nt  claiips  to  have 
gi^ined  \l  votes  by  the  recount,  aud  ^ithont 
^hjph  I  ^PPph^P4  °Phoqy  will  piaim  that  be 
could  pqssibly  be  eutitl^d  to  the  seat,  what  are 
the  facts?  ]p  the  fifst  piapei  the  hallot-hox 
in  that  district  was  not  kept  in  the  cpstpdy  of 
the  Iftw.  ft  w^s  never  jn  the  h^nda  pf  th^  officer 
whpp^  the  law  required  to  take  charge  of  it.  It 

was  left  in  the  bands  of  one  Mr.  Parry,  a 
trustee,  who  was  acting  not  as  inspector  of  the 
precinct  where  this  vpte  was  cast,  but  of 
another  precinct  where  the  north  poll  was  held 
in  this  township.  Not  pnly  so,  but  the  friends 
of  the  contestant,  upon  their  own  n^otion, 
without  any  of  thefi'iends  of  the  sitting  mem- 
ber being  present,  went  to  where  the  ballot 
box  was.  it  being  left  in  a  public  office  in  the 
city  of  Richmond,  got  possession  of  it,  opened 
it,  handled  the  bailqts,  and  ipa4e  what  they 
said  was  a  recppnt^  for  the  purpose  of  ascer* 
taiping  whether  there  w^  ^^y  Jpi^^ke  in  the 
olliciaT  count  or  not. 

Nowi  if  there  wpre  nothing  else  in  thiscas^^, 
I  want  to  know  jf  the  Upuse  will  estahlii^h  the 
precedent  \]^»,i  after  the  h^Hqts  have  been 
counted  ^t  ^  given  precinct  ^nd  the  results  i^s- 
certainedi  ^n4  nffprthp  friends  of  the  dereate4 
candidate,  the  active,  zealous  parti'^^ps  of  the 
defeate4  ci^o4»date,  hJ^ve  gone  "»  violatiPU  pf 
law  and  got  hold  of  the  ballots  and  handled 
them — whether  the  Qouse  wi||  etitablish  t^e 
precedent  th^t  Any  recqunt,  after  all  that,  should 
be  received  ip  preference  t^  the  pfficial  pqunt. 
I  ^pprenend  the  House  will  pe^f^r  establish 
suph  a  rule  ^  th^t.  If  it  does,  there  will  be 
no  end  to  pontpsted-eleption  cf^spa  hereafter, 
because  wherever  there  js  a  clpse  vptei  if  out- 
side pi^rtjes  pap  go  i^nd  get  th^jl^  Nnds  on  the 
ballpts  and  r^oopnt them,  every  boqy  will  under- 
stand wh^t  the  temptation  will  pe  tq  chapge  f^ 
few  votes  in  these  cf^ses.  It  appeared  in  evi- 
dence that  a  great  many  qf  the  tickets  had  the 
ni^re^es  of  both  candidates  pn  them-  G[ow  e^^^ 
to  change  the  result  by  striking  out  one  qf  thP 
n^mes  by  drawing  a  pepcjl  through  it  and 
leaving  the  other  unmarfceal  Ipeea  not  dwell 
on  that.  §verybq(Jy  kuowa  that  ip  the  midst 
of  the  expUemPnt  yf\\'\c\^  foilpws  ^n  election, 
where  the  result  is  vpry  close  an4  tfppbtful 
there  is  scarcely  ever  i^  casie  where  pien  can- 
not be  found  to  tamper  with  the  ba||ot^  if  jt 
would  phange  the  result,  ft  appears  further 
tbi^t  the  offipe  where  the  hallot-Dox  was  left 
was  entered,  ^n4  the  ballots  tbemselyea  were 
!n  fact  tampered  with. 

I  read  now  from  the  testimony  of  William 
Parry,  ap  e^trapt  tq  hp  found  on  p^ges  38  and 
89  of  the  testimony  taken  in  this  case : 

**  Thirtu-fourtk Question.  In  yourezsminattonyee- 
terday  yea  were  aaked  whutber  before  that  recount 
by  Scott  and  Touqg  any  other  pcraqn  or  persons  had 
hud  accesji  to  any  of  the  tickets  voted  at  the  south 
poll  at  said  election  after  the  same  oame  into  your 
QU«to4y,  aad  ypar  an«Wor,  as  written  by  the  notary. 


is.  *  not  to  my  knowledge  or  belief.*   Bxplaln  what 
you  paean  hy  th^t  ansvrer. 

*  Arufioer.  I  have  discovered  mnce  making  that 
answer  that  somebody  hiis  been  in  the  office  and  to 
the  buUot-box.  and  if  they  could  hare  gotten  in 
since  the  counting  of  the  votes  they  cqu|fl  h^Y^ 
done  so  before;  but  whether  they  were  In  before 
or  not,  I  don'tknow. 

''Thirlv'  -- 

bv  usipir 
no  suspioiop 
lot,  tiiHiets.  cc.t 

t*  Anitoer^  Tbaf  is  all  that  I  meaatto  oonvej." 

Now,  the  fact  is  that  this  ballot  box  was  left 
in  a  public  office  in  the  town  of  Uichmond  for 
two  or  three  weeks  after  the  election,  in  open 
view,  so  that  every  man  who  went  in  aud  out 
of  the  offiee  could  see  it — where  people  were 
in  the  habit  of  coming  and  going.  The  fact 
is  that  Scott  and  Young,  two  of  the  friends  of 
the  contestant,  did  go  tq  that  office  anfl  over- 
haul the  ballots,  and  the  evidence  is  clear  that 
other  persons  might  have  done  the  same  thing. 
Now,  What  reliance  can  be  placed  upon  a  re- 
count which  varies  the  result  of  the  official 
count  after  all  these  things  have  happened? 

In  Green  township  the  ballot-box  was  left 
in  a  tavern  or  bar-room  for  some  time  after 
I  he  election,  and  after  lying  about  there 
for  some  time  the  inspector  called  for  it,  aud 
it  was  delivered  to  him  by  a  young  lady.  The 
inspector  found,  when  he  got  the  box,  that  the 
locK  upon  it  could  be  opened  very  easily;  that 
it  would  come  open  upon  receiving  a  slight 
jar.  He  took  the  box  borne  and  left  it  for 
some  time  in  a  bed  room.  On  two  of  three 
occasions  while'  it  remained  there  he  found 
the  box  open.  After  a  long  time  two  or  three 
persons  got  together  and  opened  the  box,  re- 
counted the  ballots,  and  claimed  to  have  dis- 
covered a  mistake.  1  say  again  that  there  can 
be  no  certainty  about  an  election  ;  no  sfifety  foe 
any  man  elected,  if  the  country  is  to  andersiand 
that  recounts  of  this  character  can  take  the 
place  of  official  counts  made  by  the  legal  offi- 
cers of  election. 

There  is  one  recount  that  has  more  plausi- 
bility about  it ;  that  ia  in  Noble  township.  It 
has  more  plausibility  because  the  tally-sheets 
which  were  kept  at  that  poll  seem  to  corrob- 
orate the  recount,  and  show  that  there  prob- 
ably was  a  mistake  of  two  against  the  sitting 
member.  The  tally- paper  shows  that  there 
were  but  three  marks  made  at  a  point  where 
there  should  perhaps  have  been  five  marks. 
Of  course,  it  is  not  certain,  and  I  would  hesi- 
tate long  to  take  even  that  as  showing  that  there 
was  a  mistake  made  by  the  official  canvassers. 
However  that  may  be,  that  poll  alone,  if  cor- 
rected in  that  way,  would  not  affect  the  result 
of  the  election. 

I  observe  in  the  minority  report  that  they 
seek  to  throw  out  two  votes  cast  for  the  sitting 
member  because  the  given  or  Christian  name 
of  Mr.  Wilson  does  nut  appear  upon  the  bal 
lots.  I  understood  that  the  contestant  did  not 
insist  upon  that-  i  think  it  will  be  found,  by 
examiiilag  his  argument,  that  he  expressly  de- 
clared that  he  has  nq  doubt  that  those  votes 
were  intended  for  the  sitting  member,  and  that 
he  does  not  seek  the  seat  in  this  House  unless 
he  can  get  it  upon  the  merita  of  his  case.  He 
disclaims  all  aesire  to  occupy  the  seat  if  itia 
tq  be  obtained  by  resorting  to  technicalities  of 
this  kind.  Nevertheless,  the  minority  of  the 
Committee  of  ii!|ectiqns  hi^ve  m»<le  this  point 
in  their  report. 

I^et  me  say  that  if  we  are  to  try  this  case 
upon  technicalities,  then  the  sitting  member 
c^n  h»ve  no  difficulty  in  retaining  his  seat. 
There  is  one  poll  in  this  district^  the  retucns 
of  which  are  not  certified  to  by  any  officer  at 
all ;  they  are  sent  out  without  the  signature 
of  any  one.  If  they  are  thrown  out,  then  the 
sitting  member  will  gain  something  like  a  hun- 
dred votes,  I  think}  at  least  quite  a  large 
number. 

Mr.  PEHHY,  qf  Ohiq.    Bighty-nine  soteq. 

Mr.  McCHAHY.  Eighty-nine  votes.  The 
contestant  called  a  witness  to  prove  the  vote 
of  this  precinct  and  to  cure  this  defect  in  the 
returns.    But  that  witneaa  was  not  named  in 


the  notiee  given  to  take  teftiipoi^y,  and  >r 
nically  speaking,  his  testii||QDjr  caoDot  h^  > 
ceived-  Pesidea,  if  »ny  o»e  irill  take  ; - 
trpuble  to  examine  the  tf^^tlinQny  of  tha;  % . 
ness,  it  will  b^  found  that  he  is  by  no  tLt^ 
clear  m  to  wh^t  the  remit  of  the  ele«ti-:t.  •  • 
qr  as  to  wnether  the  h»llQte  produced  W:  - 
him  were  the  identical  b^HpU  there  c|hft  or  ^ . 

3ut,  Mr.  Spe&l^er,  we  do  not  seek  '• 
thi^  case  upon  technicfilitief  i  ^^  do  ii^^:- 
try  it  upon  the  broad  merits  ;  we  wish  to  U  - 
the  House  pess  upon  the  question  wh'K-. ' 
pire^ented  here,  ana  which  is  the  lumiog  f< 
in  the  case  upon  its  merits,  withoet  reft.:"  - 
tq  technicalities  ;  and  thet  qnee^ion  is  wn, .-. 
these  recounts  shall  stand  in  the  pUok  <.:  i.. 
official  count. 

There  ere  two  vqtes  east  for  the  eoot^at. 
which  most  be  thrown  oat,  epd  not  np^^:^  iro- 
nical grounds,    in  each  of  these  ca>ei  u 
ballots  were  folded  together,   the  voter  "^ 
dently  intending  to  eest  twq  yotes  sn«tf«4 
ope.    The  statute  of  Indiiina  ^xpr^^iwi^  yx 
vides  that  all  such   votes  shall   be  r»^j<ctt- 
The  proof  is  clear  that  in  these  two  u.-^. 
ballots  pf  this  kind  i^ere  ceet  for  the  cd^ia: 
ant ;  and  they  must  be  rejected. 

All  these  things  being  considered  it  it  clc«: 

not  only  that  the  pontestaiu  {^nnoi  securt  :* 
seat  unless  we  £P  intq  the  queaiiou  Qf  reci  r.  •. 
but  also  that  ne  cannot   securis  it  udK.--  ;- 

allqw   him   whet  he  claims  under  ^i  :. 
recounts. 

Before  taking  my  seat  {  de«$ire  td  e&ll  '^ 
attention  of  the  House  tq  the  fullawi'ig  c&ti 
wherein  the  House  has  decided  the  v^r^  ',u- 
tion  I  have  endeavored  to  discuss;   Buntr  u 

l<ehiiien,  (Bartlett-s  Conte8te;d-£ll^ctiuo  <'**-«. 
yolume  1,  page  853 ;  ^line  tm-  Yerree,  hi  i 
page  381. )  In  the  former  casei  the  iiftu«e. » r.: 
full  disenvsiqut  sustained  the  roiaorit)-  uf  u: 
cqmmittee  in  rejecting  e  i^poiant  in  ai*- 
mnch  stronger  in  favor  of  the  recoub;  v.^-. 
the  one  now  before  us.  I  em  sorry  that  time  a>« 
not  permit  me  to  fe^dfroo)  that  cai«<  -^ 
from  the  ehle  debate  in  the  Houae  ppan  >;. 
Mr.  AtiTHUH  obtained  the  floor. 

BOHOOL  LANDS  IN  MI8SQDRI. 

Mr.  K|NG,  hy  nnanimoas  consent,  icn;- 
duced  a  bill  (H.  R.'No.  2309)  to  grant  to  \-. 
State  of  Missouri  all  the  public  iands  vi::.. 
the  State  reipainjn^  uiidisposf^  of  fur  '.t- 
benefit  of  the  school  fund  of  said  St^te:  «V.i 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  reft^rrr-d  ' 
thp  Committee  on  t^e  t'qblic  X.ands.  ^:t 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  KING  also,  by  unanimous  consent,  rr^ 
sented  a  resolution  of  the  Legislatnre  of  '> 
State  of  Missouri,  asking  Congress  to  gra^it  ^ 
that  State  the  Government  lands  rercAin  -.' 
unsold  therein,  the  prqceeds  to  be  applit-J  < 
the  public  school  fund  of  the  i^tate  :  whirn  ^rif 
referred  to  the  Cooimittee  on  thje  P-i^  - 
L^ndSf  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

VKS$40)(  veq^  xni^  eiEN4T9- 

A  message  from  the  Senate,  by  Mr.  Srvrsoi. 
one  of  its  clerks^  announced  that  the  Sets*.* 
had  appointed  Mr.  Sawyer  a  manager  on  tae 
part  of  the  Senate  at  the  oonfereace  on  tsc 
bill  (U.  H.  Ho.  10^)  making  appropriatioM 
foe  the  legislative,  executive,  end  judicial  ex- 
penses of  the  Government  for  the  year  eod-m 
June  80, 1873,  and  for  other  pai^ees,  io  piue 
qf  Mr.  Stsvensqi!  ,  excused. 

The  message  also  i^pnquiioed  that  iheSeaaie 
had  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  o: 
conference  on  the  disagreeing  yofea  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  dis- 
agreed to  by  the  House  to  the  hill  (H.  K.  Kc- 
1930)  relating  to  proposals  ^ed  contracts  tW 
the  transpoctatioQ  of  the  mails,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  message  further  annonnced  that  ihi 
Senate  had  parsed  bills  of  the  following  tittes; 
in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  ro 
requested : 

A  bill  (S.  No.  724)  supplementary  to  ao  aci 
entitled  ^*An  act  to  iacorpoEate  the  T«xsa 
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Pacific  Railroad  Compaoy  and  to  aid  in  tho 
cooatraciion  of  its  road,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," approved  March  8,  1871;  and 

A  bill  (S.  No.  681)aathoriiitagtheoonBtrac- 
tion  of  a  bridge  aeross  the  Mistonri  river  at 
BrownsTiUe,  Nebraska. 

KLBOTION     OONTKST— GOODING     VB.     WILSON. 

The  Hoose  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  Uie  Committee  of  Elections  upon  the 
contested-election  case  of  Gooding  vs,  Wilson, 
from  the  fourth  district  of  Indiana. 

Mr.  ARTHUR.  I  move  to  amend  the  reso- 
lution of  the  majority  of  the  committee  by  snb- 
stituting  therefor  the  resolutions  I  send  to  the 
Clerk. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

H—olv0d^  ThstJerMiiiAhH.  Wilion  wusotdaly 
elected,  and  is  not  entitled  to  the  seat  in  the  Forty- 
Second  ConKresfl  from  the  fonrtb  district  of  the  State 
of  lodiana.  * 

R€9olv^,  That  David  8.  Qoodinf  was  daly  eloeted, 
aud  in  entitled  to  the  seat  in  the  Forty-Seoond  Coa- 
creas  from  the  fourth  distriot  of  the  State  of  Indiana, 
lind  should  be  admitted  to  his  seat. 

Mr.  ARTHUR.  The  fourth  congressional 
district  in  the  State  of  Indiana  is  composed  of 
the  coanties  of  Franklin,  Fayette,  Hancock, 
Rush,  Shelby,  Union,  and  Wayne.  The  elec- 
tion for  the  Forty- Second  Congress  was  held 
on  the  11th  day  of  October,  A.  D.  1870.  The 
candidates  voted  for  were  the  contestant,  David 

5.  Ooodiug,  and  the  contestee,  Jeremiah  M. 
Wilson. 

The  following  is  the  official  return : 

OowUimt.  For  towfanftwif.     For  cenUHoe, 

\»  8helbx......M.M MM......  2«o0w  li9W 

2.  Bosh 1,870  2,077 

3w  Franklin 2,496  U87 

4.  Union 629  S49 

9*  Jrayette.*.. ...•••....»••......  l*01o  1^909 

6.  Wayne .• 2.352  8.868 

7.  x£anooolc...M.M 1,686  1,203 

Total .12,567  12,561 

12.667 


Official  majority  for  oontestee m... 


On  the  26th  day  of  October,  1870,  the  Exec- 
mi  ve  of  the  State  of  Indiana  issued  the  cer- 
tificate of  election  to  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson,  the 
contestee,  in  conformity  therewith. 

The  record  of  this  contest  consists  of  three 
hundred  and  seventy-one  pages  of  matter  in 
fine  print  without  index. 

It  is  proposed  to  state  and  dispose  of,  seri- 
oHm  as  we  progress,  first,  the  groundis  and 
specifications  of  the  contestant,  and  second, 
those  of  the  contestee.  And  for  the  sake  of 
method  and  precision  they  will  be  stated  as 
analyzed — 

spKoiPiCAnoNs  or  ths  covtxstaht. 
1  to  8  inclusive.  By  mistake  in  canvassing, 
counting,  and  returning  the  votes  in  sundry 
precincts,  the  adual  majority  of  legal  votes 
cast  was  made  to  appear  for  contestee,  when 
in  law  and  fact  the  majority  was  for  contestant. 
This  specification  is  general,  and  will  be 
disposed  of  with  those  which  follow. 

xisoonvTs. 
9.  In  the  south  precinct  in  the  county  of 
Wayne  there  were  actually  cast  for  contestant 
of  le^al  votes  028,  for  contestee  517  ;  whereas 
by  mistake  there  were  returned  for  contestee 
'  516,  and  for  contestant  616.  Mistake  against 
contestee  1,  and  against  contestant  12. 

The  election  board  at  this  precinct  was 
composed  as  follows :  J.  J.  Finney,  inspector ; 
Thomas  N. Toungand  D.  P.  Wooteo, judges; 
John  G.  SohweajKaian  and  George  Hoffman, 
clerks.  Finney,  Wooten,  and  Hoffman,  Hepab- 
licans ;  Young  and  Schweagman,  Democrats. 

The  main  witnesses  under  this  specification 
are  Wooten,  Hoffman,  Young,  and  Schwea^- 
man,  James  Elder>  and  A.  T.  Scott.  Theu 
names,  and  the  pa^es  of  their  testimony,  and 
those  of  all  other  witnesses  referred  to  herein, 
will  be  found  by  reference  to  the  index  of 
^i^ames  of  witnesses  in  Miscellaneous  Docn- 
meot  No.  86,  Forty-Second  Congress,  first 
lession. 

42d  Cong.  2d  Sbss.— No.  167. 


The  weight  of  the  evidence  is  to  the  follow- 
ing efi^ct : 

1.  The  election  was  on  the  11th  October, 
1870,  and  was  for  State  and  county  officers 
over  thirty  in  number  exclusive  of  members 
of  Congress. 

2.  The  toUl  vote  cast  was  1,064. 

8.  Thecircomstances  under  which  the  official 
count  was  made  were  unfavorable  to  accuracy, 
as  the  board  were  continuously  engaged  in  it 
from  fouro^dook  in  the  evening,  when  the  polls 
closed,  all  night  and  down  to  eleven  o'clock 
the  ensuing  day,  a  period  of  more  than  twenty 
consecutive  hours,  and  there  was  confusion 
and  contrariety  in  the  counts. 

4.  The  olerks  frequently  differed  in  their 
tally  through  the  day,  on  State  and  county 
officers. 

6.  At  the  close  of  the  poHs  an  unofficial  count 
was  made,  when  it  was  found  that  contestant 
had  a  majority  of  from  20  to  22  votes. 

6.  Pending  the  official  count,  when  ten  bal- 
lots in  a  bunch  for  contestant  were  on  the 
table,  and  not  yet  embraced  in  the  count  for 
him,  the  board  about  one  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing took  a  recess  for  lunch,  and  on  resuming 
the  count  a  difference  of  opinion  ensued 
whether  in  faet  that  bunch  had  been  counted, 
and  it  was  omitted,  both  first  and  last,  in  the 
official  count. 

7.  On  the  informal  count  Clerk  Hoffman 
made  a  mistake  in  the  summing  up,  which,  on 
being  corrected  by  him,  made  the  majority  for 
contestant.    This  count  was  not  correct. 

8.  The  official  count  when  made  was  by  all 
believed  to  be  correct,  provided  the  ten  votes 
for  contestant  above  referred  to  had  been 
actua^ty  embraced  in  it. 

9.  On  Saturday,  some  two  weeks  after  the 
election,  Thomas  N.  Yonng  and  A.  F.  Scott, 
by  permission  of  William  Parry,  township 
trustee,  the  lawful  custodian  of  the  ballots, 
reeonnted  them  in  the  presence  of  Parry  and 
others,  when  Scott  made  contestant's  vote  628 
and  Yonng  made  it  627.  At  this  time  the  bal- 
lots for  contestee  were  not  counted. 

10.  On  the  following  Monday  a  second  re- 
count was  made  by  T.  N.  Yonng,  J.  J.  Fin- 
ney, A.  F.  Scott,  £».  A.  Jones,  and  Lewis  D. 
Stubbs  at  the  same  place.  The  result  con- 
curred in  by  all  was^-for  contestee  617,  for 
contestant  628. 

11.  The  various  counts  were  all  made  in 
good  &ith. 

12.  That,  in  truth  and  in  fact,  at  the  south 
precinct,  in  the  county  of  Wayne,  the  actual 
legal  vote  oast  for  contestant  was  628,  and  for 
oontestee  617. 

18.  That  the  ballots  and  returns  were  at  no 
time  tampered  with  or  changed,  and  that  they 
are  the  ioentical  ballots  voted. 

OftSKir  ToWMSarr. 

10.  In  Green  township,  in  the  connty  of 
Wayne,  there  were  actuiuly  cast  of  legal  votes 
for  contestant,  71 ;  whereas,  by  mistake,  there 
were  returned  for  him  only  70 — mistake  against 
contestant,  1.  And  there  were  returned  for 
oontestee,  169 ;  whereas,  in  law  and  in  fact, 
there  were  oast  for  contestee  only  166 — mistake 
against  contestee,  4, 

The  election  board  at  this  precinct  was  com- 
posed as  follows :  Samuel  Pitts,  jr. ,  inspector ; 
Isaac  N.  Young  and  Jesse  Cate,  judges; 
Thompson  Smith  and  A.  C.  Reynolds,  clerks. 
Pitts,  Cate,  and  Reynolds,  Republicans;.  King 
and  Smith,  Democrats. 

The  main  witnesses  under  this  specification 
are  A.  C.  Reynolds,  Thompson  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Pitts»  jr.)  Isaac  x.  King,  and  A.  T.  Scott. 

The  weight  of  their  evidence  is  to  the  effect 
following: 

1.  Total  vote  oast,  229.  Total  vote  for  Con- 
gressmen, 225. 

2.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  scmtching  on 
the  ballots.  Contestee' s  name  was  scratched 
sundry  times ;  contestant's  but  once. 

3.  In  two  instances  Pitts  announced  the  bal- 
lots for  contestee,  and  they  were  so  marked, 
but  when  the  other  judf^e  showed  the  name  of 


contestee  was  erased,  and  that  of  contestant 
inserted  in  the  ballots,  Pitts  said  in  each 
instance  to  the  clerks,  ''You  havie  one  too 
many  for  contestee ;  you  must  not  mark  the 
next  one  he  gets; ''  but  the  corrections  were 
overlooked  and  never  made. 

4.  There  were  three  ballots  not  counted  in 
the  official  count,  because  on  two  of  these  were 
the  names  of  both  contestee  and  contestant 
not  erased — T.  W.  Hutchins  and  T.  W.  Craner 
voted  them — and  on  the  other  one  contesteis's 
name  was  erased  and  no  other  name  inserted. 

6.  One  ballot  with  the  name  of  contestee 
erased  and  that  of  contestant  inserted  was 
omitted  in  the  official  count. 

6.  On  or  about  the  1st  dav  of  November,  1870, 
about  two  weeks  after  the  election,  Samuel 
Pitts,  the  lawful  custodian  of  the  ballots,  Ac, 
carefully  recounted  the  same,  and  found  for 
contestee  166,  and  for  contestant  71,  showing 
a  mistake  of  6  votes  against  contestant. 

7.  Shortly  afler  that,  another  recount  was 
made  by  said  Samuel  Pitts,  L.  D.-  Stubbs,  and 
A.  L.  Study,  with  precisely  the  same  result. 

8.  Shortly  afterward,  on  the  11th  day  of 
Januarv,  1870,  said  Samuel  Pitts,  Isaac  Y. 
King,  Thompson  Smith,  and  A.  T.  Scott  made 
another  recount,  tho  third  in  number,  with 
precisely  the  same  result. 

9.  Reynolds,  Smith,  Pitts,  and  King,  the 
entire  election  board,  except  Cate,  who  was 
not  examined,  agree  that  the  official  count 
was  error. 

10.  The  various  counts  were  all  made  in 
good  faith. 

11.  That  in  Green  township  precinct,  in  the 
county  of  Wayne,  the  actual  legal  vote  cast 
was,  in  law  and  in  &ct,  for  contestee  166,  and 
for  contestant  71. 

12.  The  ballots  and  returns  were  at  no  time 
tampered  with  or  changed,  and  they  are  the 
identical  ballots  voted. 

NOBLB  TOWNSHIP. 

11.  In  Noble  township,  iu  the  county  of 
Rush,  there  were  retuined  of  legal  votes  for 
contestant  86.  For  contestee  there  were  re- 
turned 149,  whereas  in  law  and  in  fact  there 
were  cast  for  contestee  only  147.  Mistake 
against  contestant,  2. 

Jesse  W.  Robinson  and  William  C  Mitch- 
ell were  the  clerks  of  the  election  board  at 
this  precinct.  The 'former  was  a  Democrat, 
the  latter  a  Republican. 

Jesse  W.  Robinson's  deposition  and  a  cer- 
tified and  sworn  copy  of  the  tally- paper  re- 
turned to  the  board  of  county  canvassers  com- 
pose the  evidence  under  this  specification. 
The  weight  of  the  evidence  is  to  the  following 
effect : 

First.  The  board  of  county  canvassers,  on 
the  official  count,  reported  149  votes  for  con- 
testee. 

Second,  About  one  week  after  the  election 
Joseph  S.  Cowing,  the  trustee  and  inspector, 
the  lawful  custodian  of  one  of  the  two  tally- 
sheets,  called  Robinson's  attention  to  a  mis- 
take in  the  tally-sheet,  where  three  straight 
mai4c8,  signifying  three  votes,  had  been  counted 
for  contestee  as  five,  as  shown  by  the  footing 
up  in  the  total  of  149,  there  being  twenty- eight 
fives,  one  four,  and  one  three ;  making  in  fact 
hot  147. 

Third.  Exactly  the  same  mktake  in  all 
respects  exists  in  the  other  tally-sneet  used  by 
the  county  board  in  making  up  their  official 
returns. 

Fourth,  There  were  counted  for  contestee 
two  more  votes  than  he  was  entitled  4o. 

The  miscounts  alleged  in  specifications  nine, 
ten,  and  eleven  were  therefore  proved,  and  the 
facts  established.  The  law  is  the  same  as  to  eadi 
of  them ;  and  the  law  and  the  precede nln 
which  have  heretofore  obtained  in  this  House 
have  been  reviewed  with  some  care,  and  con- 
densed for  the  convenience  of  proper  applica- 
tion to  the  case  in  hearing.  It  will  be  seen 
that  though  the  policy  of  both  is  to  uphold 
official  returns  when  they  are  correct,  it  is 
equally  decided  that  when  impeached  for  fraud 
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or  miBtake  the  House  will  go  behind  them  to 
ascertain  and  give  effect  to  the  popular  will, 
legally  expressed  at  the  polls,  whenever  that 
can  be  satisfactorily  ascertained. 

The  following  is  section  thirty-nine  of  the 
Indiana  act  of  June  7,  1852,  (1  G.  and  H., 
312:) 

"The  oertifieateB.  poU-bookF»  and  tally-papera 
forwarded  to  the  board  of  canvauers  shall  be  pre- 
lerved  by  the  clerk  of  the  oircait  court,  open  to  the 
inspection  of  any  le^al  voter  of  the  county  or  dis- 
trict. The  other  papers  and  ballots  shall  be  kept 
by  the  inspectors  for  the  term  of  six  months,  except 
when  snch  election  is  contested ;  then  they  shall  oe 
preserved  safajeot  to  the  order  of  any  court  trying 
such  contest  until  the  same  is  determined.'' 

Butler  vs.  Lehman  is  a  Pennsylvania  case 
from  the  first  congressional  district,  and  arose 
in  January,  1862,  (2  Election  Cases,  858.) 
There  was  a  recount  at  the  instance  of  con- 
testant. The  competency  of  the  recount  was 
unanimously  sustained.  The  weight  to  be 
given  to  the  recount  was  considered  under  two 
propositions : 

I^rst  That  the  ballot-boxes  were  not  suf- 
ficiently identified. 

Second,  That  the  boxes  had  been  opened 
and  contents  changed  before  the  recount  took 
place. 

Under  the  first,  the  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee held  the  identity  of  the  boxes  complete ; 
the  minority  held  otherwise. 

Under  the  second,  the  minority  held  the 
proof  showed  that  it  was  possible  for  the  boxes 
to  have  been  tampered  with,  and  on  that 
account  they  rejected  the  recount. 

The  majority  held  the  burden  of  proving 
the  boxes  had  been  tampered  with  was  on  the 
contestee,  who  alleged  it,  and  that  he  had  not 
proven  it.     And  they  said : 

"The  contestant  produced  those  boxes  from  their 
legal  and  rightful  custodians,  sealed  up,  and  in  the 
pame  apparent  condition  they  were  in  when  left 
with  the  alderman.  0nder  these  circumstances  the 
burden  of  proving  them  to  have  been  tampered 
with  properly  rests  on  the  respondent;  but  no 
proof  upon  this  point  was  submitted,  except  some 
testimony  showing  that  some  of  the  boxes  were  left 
in  such  a  situation  that  it  was  possible  for  some  un- 
authorixed  person  to  have  meddled  with  them.  But 
there  was  no  proof  to  render  it  probable  that  such 
was  the  case.  The  respondent  attempts  to  rebut  the 
evidence  offered  by  the  recount  of  the  ballots  by 
calling  the  election  oflScers  who  made  the  division 
returns  to  testify  that  those  returns  were  correct; 
but,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  neither  impairs 
the  case  of  the  contestant  nor  strengthens  that  of 
the  respondent.  Officers  who  hod  declared  upon 
their  official  oaths  that  returns  made  by  them  were 
true,  would  not  be  likely  to  come  into  court  after- 
ward and  swear  that  they  were  false. 

"  The  committee  have  not  deemed  it  necessary  to 
determine  whether  theerrors  in  the  division  returns, 
before  mentioned,  were  the  result  of  deliberate 
fraud  or  mistake  on  the  part  of  the  election  officers, 
for  the  motive  whioh  actuated  them  is  immaterial. 
It  is  enough  that  the  returns  in  the  division  specified 
were  false  in  fact,  and  that  the  contestant  wait  there- 
by deprived  of  votes  fairly  and  legally  cast  for  him, 
enough  to  have  elected  him.  Of  this  the  committee 
are  fully  convinced." 

And  the  minority  laid  down  this  proposition, 
which  is  undeniably  correct,  *'  that  in  order  to 
command  confidence  in  the  recount  of  any  of 
these  ballots,  it  is  necessary  for  the  contestant 
first  to  establish  the  identity  of  the  ballot- 
boxes. '^ 

But  the  minority  proceeded  to  require  that 
contestant  should  then  go  further  and  ^*  show 
that  those  boxes  had  been  so  kept  as  to  rebut 
any  reasonable  presumption  that  they  had 
been  tampered  with.'' 

This  is  manifest  error,  for  no  such  pre- 
sumption arises,  and  therefore  there  is  no  such 
presumption  in  existence  to  be  rebutted,  uutil 
the  identity,  integrity,  condition,  and  sur- 
roundings of  the  boxes  have  been  impeached 
and  discredited,  so  as  to  give  rise  to  a  legal 
presumption  of  fraud  ;  and  that  would  require 
affirmative  proof,  of  which  the  burden  is  upon 
the  party  who  is  interested  in  making  it,  the 
assailant  of  the  box,  as  produced.  This  is 
apparent  enough  by  the  authority  quoted  and 
relied  on  by  the  minority,  to  wit: 

"It  is  a  premmptio  iuri*,  running  through  the 
whole  law,  that  no  person  shall,  in  the  absence  of 
criminative  proof,  be  supposed  to  have  committed 
any  Violation  of  the  crimmal  law,  whether  malum 
in  §e  or  malum  prohibitum.     And  tbii  prasumption 


is  not  limited  to  procaedingi  instituted  with  the 
view  of  punishing  the  supposed  offense,  but  holds 
in  all  civil  and  other  proceedings  for  whatever  pur- 
pose originated,  and  whether  the  guilt  of  the  party 
cornea  in  directly  or  collaterally. "—^esC  on  iVe- 
tumjttive  Evidence,  56. 

The  true  rule  is  just  the  reverse  of  what  th« 
minority  report  supposes,  to  wit :  the  presump- 
tion is  that  the  election  officers  complied  with 
the  law,  and  that  the  ballots  and  boxes  are  as 
they  should  be ;  and  this  presumption  prevails 
until  rebutted  by  proof  to  the  contrary.  How- 
ever, there  were  other  important  questions  in 
that  case.  The  minority  report  was  finally 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  77  to  67. 

The  case  is  founded  on  the  rule  that  the  offi- 
cial count  may  be  overcome  by  a  recount  estab- 
lishing a  mistake  in  the  official  count,  on  the 
familiar  principle  that  the  latter  is  prima  facie 
but  not  conclusive  evidence  of  the  wet.  In  this 
view  the  committee  were  unanimous.  The 
division  was  on  the  disputed  sufficiency  of  the 
proof  of  the  identity  of  the  box. 

I  will  pause  here  to  observe  that  in  the  case 
in  hearing  the  identity  of  the  boxes  or  the  bal- 
lots is  nowhere  questioned  in  the  allegations  or 
the  proof.  The  doctrine  just  discussed  is  sua* 
tained  by  Spaulding  vs,  Meade,  (1  Election 
Cases,  159 ;  Bassett  t;^.  Bailey,  Ibid, ,  265 ;  Read 
vs.  Eneas,  2  Parsons,  S.  C,  575.) 

Kline  v«.  Verree  came  from  the  third  congres- 
sional district  in  Pennsylvania  in  February, 
1862.  (2  Election  Gases,  881.)  The  report 
of  the  committee  was  submitted  by  the  distin* 

fuished  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
^▲WES.]  In  this  case  the  competency  of  a 
recount  to  correct  a  mistake  in  the  official 
count  is  laid  down  as  settled  doctrine.  Con- 
testant alleged  a  miscount  against  him  in  sun- 
dry divisions  in  sundry  wards  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia.   The  committee  stated  the  issue : 

*' Were  the  ballot-boxes  produced  the  ones  actu- 
ally used  at  those  precincts  at  the  election  con* 
tested  ?  And  did  they  oontain  untonebed  the  bailots 
oast?" 

Indeed,  it  must  be  apparent  to  any  one  that 
unless  the  committee  eould  be  satisfied  of  both 
identity  and  security,  they  could  not  control 
and  correct  the  sworn  return  by  any  subse- 
quent count.  And  the  committee  accorded 
to  the  contestant  all  the  corrections  claimed 
by  him,  except  those  in  the  third  division  of 
the  eleventh,  the  third  division  of  the  sixteenth, 
and  the  first  division  of  the  nineteenth  wards, 
which  they  refused,  and  very  properly  refused. 
The  proof  was — 

Third  division,  eleventh  ward:  The  elec- 
tion was  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  Octo- 
ber. The  recount  was  not  had  until  the  8th 
day  of  January,  three  months  later.  The  bal- 
lot box  had  been  left  in  a  place  subject  to  the 
control  of  one  McKinney,  aconstable,  who  said 
a  stranger  to  him  about  ten  o'clock  got  the  box 
from  him  and  took  it  away  and  did  not  return 
it  until  about  three  o'clock.  McKinney  had 
been  convicted  of  fraud  and  extortion.  Alder- 
man Williams  swore  that  he  was  unworthy  of 
belief  under  oath.  The  committee  came  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  box  had  been  in  such 
bad  company  as  to  destroy  its  cr^it,  and  they 
refused  the  recount. 

Fifth  division,  sixteenth  ward :  In  January 
after  the  election  the  box  was  by  Alderman 
Meckee  lefi  for  two  days  in  the  magistrate's 
office  in  an  unfastened  closet  in  charge  of  no 
one.     Alderman  Meckee  swore : 

"  I  believe  the  condition  of  the  box  •  has  been 
changed;  it  bos  been  tampered  with." 

First  division,  nineteenth  ward:  It  was 
apparent  that  the  box  had  been  tampered 
with. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  that  the 
proof  in  that  case  is  materially  unlike  that  in 
the  case  in  hearing.  In  Gooding  vs.  Wilson 
no  witness  impeaches  either  the  identity  or 
integrity  of  the  boxes.  But  in  Kline  vs,  Verree 
the  proof  was  just  the  other  way. 

Sleeper  vs.  Rice,  (2  Election  Cases,  478,) 
from  Massachusetts  in  1864.  A  recount  was 
had.    The  official  return  was  made  on  the  5th 


day  of  November.  On  the  11th,  seven  ctv 
later,  the  returning  officers  filed  an  ame^  c-: 
return  based  on  a  recount.  The  main  'l.^ 
were :  it  occurred  to  the  ward  clerk  a  mUMi*^ 
had  been  made,  and  he  retamed  and  exaaific. 
by  himself  alone,  unbeknown  to  any  one  e.«» 
the  bundle  of  votes  in  the  attic  He  exi:^ 
ined  the  votes  in  each  package,  took  o^  tL- 
number  of  votes  for  Repreaentatire  in  Gov 
gress  in  each  of  the  packages,  and  then  re- 
stored them  to  their  former  place  in  the  c  r*--: 
He  procured  a  meeting  of  the  other  oiScrn^ 
who  also  recounted  the  vote,  found  the  mis- 
take, and  then  made  their  amended  re:.n. 
The  ward  clerk  had  previously  taken  the  b<J  <:  • 
home  with  him  and  put  them  in  a  trunk  ii  & 
closet  in  the  attic.  The  trunk  shut  vi'.l  i 
spring  lock,  and  the  key  was  left  in  the  lock. 
The  committee,  by  the  ffentlemao  fio= 
Massachusetts,  [M^  I3awbs,J  said  : 

**  We  have  not  overlooked  the  importaDce  whui 
the  law  of  Massachusetts  attaches  toareraitd«<;&-f4 
in  open  town  meeting.  It  is  wisely  deemed  s  ^-ti: 
safegaard  against  subsequent  tajBpenng  «::c  b 
count  of  votes  or  with  the  ballots  theoiselTes  la  & 
closely  contested  election,  and  should  not  m  fi: 
aside  except  on  controlling  evidence.  White  n-*  ;•::- 
son  should  be  deprived  of  an  office  awarded  bus  :^ 
a  resnlt  so  declared  in  open  town  naeeting,  ai  '.e 
close  of  the  polls,  on  any  doubtful  or  suspicioti*  i^- 
timony.  it  is  no  less  important  that  he  for  «h'=  % 
majority  of  the  votes  has  been  actually  oast  lo  ^. 
not  be  deprived  of  the  seat  by  any  mistake  in  c->^  :- 
ing  those  votes,  however  made,  eimpiy  beeaoM  li^ 
mistaken  count  has  been  announoed  as  the  tnt 
result." 

The  report  was  adopted  by  the  House  w'vk 
out  debate  or  division. 

The  same  question  was  again  up  in  the  C3m 
of  Archer  vs.  Allen,  (2  Election  Cases,  li'-f. 
from  the  seventh  congressional  district  c' 
Illinois  in  1854,  and  the  doctrine  conter^c-^ 
for  in  this  argument  again  asserted.  Th^fl«c 
tion  took  place  November  7,  1854.  The  re- 
count occurred  not  until  March  2,  18S>S,  foa 
mouths  later.  The  box  had  been  locked  a;:. 
but  the  key  bad  been  lost.  la  view  of  t^ 
proof  the  committee  said : 

**  Your  committee  see  no  reason  to  doubt  tiis:  '-• 
ballots  which  were  taken  from  the  box  and  eoa!it<*: 
on  the  2d  day  of  March  were  the  aanse  bai.ooi  is 
every  respect  which  were  antnally  cast  and  eoac:«d 
on  the  7th  of  November.  1854.  The  testimMBr  ^ 
this  point  is  as  full,  clear,  and  satisfactory  f  fr's 
the  nature  of  the  case  could  be  expeoted,  or  reqai-e : 
In  no  rule  or  principle  of  evidence,  or  for  the  weir- 
ing of  evidence,  of  whioh  the  oommitteewdreaw-irs. 
could  they  find  authority  to  say  that  they  wen  r-^ 
satisfied  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that  the  b»l!«  J 
had  been  safelv  and  truly  kepL  There  was  no  r.-  z. 
for  such  a  doubt  as  would  condemn  the  bailocs.  Z: 
have  assumed  and  acted  on  the  possibilitj  i^f  m 
alteration  in  them,  would  have  been  an  arbitrvr 
and  wanton  course  of  procedure,  unwarranted  b; 
the  facts  and  legal  presumptions  in  the  ea^e. 

"It  is  to  be  observed  that  the  officers  of  deet:  • 
make  no  question  whatever  as  to  the  ideetitrtii 
genuineness  of  the  ballots.  A  doubt  even  upca  t .  i 
point  does  not  seem  to  have  occurred  to  any  oce  ' 
them."  •  •  •  •  "Assaming.  then,  u 
your  committee  submit  they  were  bound  to  ii?«aa'. 
that  the  ballots  counted  on  the  2d  March.  IS^  vc  "^ 
the  same  as  were  counted  on  the  7th  November.  IS'^ 
and  that  in  the  mean  time  the  box  had  not  b««B 
opened  or  tampered  witn.the  inference  is  onarotdib.e 
that  in  the  fanrry  and  confusion  of  the  coDot  apo&  t::* 
evening  of  the  election  there  were  mistakes  made  &r 
the  judges  or  clerks  which  were  discorercd  and  c-r* 
reeled  upon  the  examination."  e  •  •  • 
**  It  was  the  duty  of  the  committee  to  exaaiee  th« 
evidence  and  to  give  it  the  weight  to  which  it  was 
legally  and  jnstlv  entitled,  and  so  doing,  there  wu. 
as  they  think  will  be  apparent  to  the  House,  bat  -m 
result  to  which  they  could  arrive,  aaasely,  that  ta« 
error  was  proved  and  that  it  ought  to  be  corrected.  * 

There  was  a  minority  report.  The  eommii- 
tee  divided  on  the  weight  of  the  eTideoce,  also 
as  to  the  sufficiency  of  contestsuits  apecifieatiou 
to  let  in  the  evidence  at  all,  and  also  npoa  the 
sufficiency  of  conteatant's  notice  to  take  testi- 
mony. 

The  House  voted  that  the  conteatee  was  not 
entitled  to  the  8eat-r-94  to  90;  and  that  coo> 
testant  was  not  entitled  to  it — 91  to  89 ;  and 
the  parties  went  back  to  the  people. 

Kline  vs,  Myers,  (2  Digest,  575,)  waa  from 
Pennsylvania  in  Junoj  1^4.  The  coDtestaot 
applied  to  the  committee  for  an  order  from 
the  House  to  send  for  the  ballot-boxes  lu<i 
recount  the  TOtes : 

"The  committee  were  of  the  opiaioa  that  sash  u 
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application  ghoald  be  founded  upon  some  proof 
utiiciontto  rAise  a  presamption  of  mistake,  irregu- 
arlty,  or  frand  in  tae  original  ooant,  and  ought  not 
o  bo  Branted  upon  the  mere  saggestion  of  a  possible 
trror.     The  contestant  failed  to  furnish  snch  proof/' 

And  his  applicatioQ  was  rejected,  thegentle- 
xiaii  from  Massachusetts  [Mr.  Dawes]  disseut- 
iig.  The  legality  and  remedial  efficacy  of  a 
recount  were  expressly  recoffoized. 

Chrisman  vs.  Anderson  (2  Digest,  829)  came 
lip  from  the  fourth  congressional  district  of 
Kentucky  in  1860.  The  election  occurred 
A^ugust  1,  1859.  The  respective  boards  of 
canvassers  for  the  counties  of  Boyle,  Adair, 
and  Cumberland  made  their  returns  on  the 
third  day  after  the  election,  as  prescribed  by 
law.  It  occurred  to  them  afterward  that  they 
had  made  mistakes  in  their  returns,  and  with- 
in two  weeks'  time  they  met,  made  recounts, 
verified  the  mistakes,  and  transmitted  amended 
returns  to  the  State  board,  by  whom  they  were 
rejected  on  the  ground  that  upon  the  delivery 
of  the  first  return  the  county  boards  had 
acted,  and  vrere  fundus  officio.  The  commit- 
tee said : 

'*Your  committee,  however,  do  not  suppose  that 
the  action  of  the  State  board  is  final  and  conclusive 
u  pon  the  bouse.  In  every  case  of  a  oonteeted  election 
-wo  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  House,  by  its 
constituted  agents,  to  go  behind  all  certificates  for 
the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  and  correcting  all 
mistakes  which  may  bo  brought  to  its  notice." 

And  the  committee  and  the  House  sustained 
the  recount. 

Butler  i».  Lehman,  Kline  v«.  Verree,  Sleeper 
vs.  Rice,  Archer  vs.  Allen,  Kline  vs.  Myers, 
and  Chrisman  vs.  Anderson,  those  six  cases 
are  the  leading  precedents  in  the  House 
reported  cases  upon  the  question  of  roiscouDt, 
and  it  is  submitted  they  aifiply  sanction  the 
case  as  made  by  contestant. 

OWrTKS  TOWNSBIP. 

12.  In  Centre  township  precinct,  in  the 
county  of  Hancock,  there  were  actually  cast  of 
legal  votes  for  contestant  425 ;  for  contestee, 
273.  Actual  legal  majority  for  contestant  152, 
whereas  by  mistake  the  majority  returned  for 
him  was  only  149.  Mistake  against  contestant 
3.  At  same  place  legal  votes  for  contestant 
illegally  rejected  2. 

As  to  the  first  branch  of  this  specification, 
It  was  not  proved.  As  to  the  other  question, 
votes  illegally  accepted  or  rejected  will  be 
considered  hereafter. 

13.  In  ArTderson  township  precinct,  in  the 
county  of  Shelby,  the  legal  vote  of  John 
Flynn  was  illegally  rejected.  Mistake  against 
contestant  1.     Not  proved. 

14.  The  so-called  precinct  of  '*  Indiana 
Soldiers'  and  Seamen's  Home,''  in  Centre 
township,  county  of  Rush — 

First.  It  was  not  a  lawful  poll. 

Second.  The  election  held  there  was  not  a 
lawful  election. 

Third.  The  election  was  held  there  by  per- 
sons unauthorized  by  law. 

Fourth.  The  election  there  held  was  not 
conducted  according  to  law. 

Fifth.  The  votes  of  forty  non- residents  of 
said  so-called  precinct  were  illegally  received, 
returned,  and  counted  for  contestee.  Mistake 
against  contestee  40.     Not  proved. 

15.  In  the  county  of  Wayne  there  were  ille- 
rally  received  and  returned  15  illegal  votes 
for  contestee  in  each  of  the  sixteen  precincts 
therein,  and  10  legal  votes  for  contestant  in 
each  not  returned;  and  by  mistake  10  more 
votes  for  contestee  than  were  cast  for  him  in 
each  were  returned  for  him.     Not  proved. 

16.  In  the  county  of  Shelby  there  were  ille- 
gally received  and  returned  15  illegal  votes  for 
contestee  in  each  of  the  seventeen  precincts 
therein.    Not  proved. 

17.  By  mistake  10  illegal  votes  for  contest- 
ant in  each  of  the  seventeen  precincts  in 
Shelby  were  not  returned ;  and  by  mistake  10 
more  votes  for  contestee  than  were  cast  for 
him  in  each  were  returned  for  him.  Not 
proved. 

18.  la  the  county  of  Franklin  there  were 
illegally  received  and  returned  15  illegal  votes 
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for  contestee  in  each  of  the  twenty  precincts 
therein,  and  by  mistake  10  legal  votes  in  each 
for  contestant  not  returned ;  and  by  mistake 
10  more  votes  for  contestee  in  each  than  were 
cast  for  him  were  returned  for  him.  Not 
proved. 

19.  In  the  county  of  Rush  there  were  ille- 
gally received  and  returned  for  contestee  in 
each  of  the  fourteen  precincts  15  illegal  votes, 
and  by  mistake  10  legal  votes  for  contestant 
in  each  were  not  returned ;  and  by  mistake  10 
more  votes  in  each  for  contestee  than  were 
cast  for  him  were  returned  for  him.  Not 
proved. 

20.  In  the  coanty  of  Hancock  there  were 
illegally  received  and  returned  15  illegal  votes 
for  contestee  in  each  of  the  twelve  precincts 
therein,  and  by  mistake  10  legal  votes  for 
contestant  in  each  were  not  returned  for  him ; 
and  by  mistake  10  more  votes  for  contestee 
than  had  been  cast  for  him  in  each  were  re- 
turned for  him.     Not  proved. 

21.  In  the  county  or  Union  there  were  ille- 
gally received  and  returned  15  illegal  votes  for 
contestee  in  each  precinct  therein,  and  by 
mistake  10  legal  votes  for  contestant  in  each 
were  not  returned ;  and  by  mistake  10  more 
votes  for  contestee  in  each  than  were  cast  for 
him  were  returned  for  him.     Not  proved. 

22.  In  the  county  of  Fayette  there  were  ille- 
gally received  and  returned  15  illegal  votes  for 
contestee  in  each  of  the  precincts  therein, 
and  by  mistake  10  legal  votes  for  contestant  in 
each  were  not  returned  for  him ;  and  by  mis- 
take 10  more  votes  for  contestee  in  each  than 
were  east  for  him  were  returned  for  him.  Not 
proved. 

28.  In  Orange  township  precinct,  in  the 
county  of  Rush,  drunken  and  boisterous  per- 
sons were  permitted  to  be  and  remain  in  the 
room  with  the  officers  pending  the  progress 
and  completion  of  the  election  and  count,  so 
as  to  create  confusion  and  error  in  the  vote, 
count,  and  return,  whereby  20  votes  cast  for 
him  were  not  returned  for  him  and  by  fraud, 
bribery,  and  corruption  were  illegally  pro- 
cured and  cast  and  by  mistake  illegally 
received  and  returned  for  contestee,  10  votes. 
Not  proved. 

24.  At  the  Rushville  township  precinct,  in 
the  county-  of  Rush,  by  fraud,  bribery,  and 
corruption,  were  illegally  procured  and  cast, 
and  by  mistake  illegally  received  and  returned 
for  contestee,  30  votes.    Not  proved. 

25.  At  the  Connersville  township  precinct, 
in  the  county  of  Fayette,  by  fraud,  bribery, 
and  corruption,  were  illegally  procured  and 
cast,  and  by  mistake  illegally  received  and 
returned  for  contestee,  20  votes.    Not  proved. 

26.  At  Centre  township  precinct,  in  the 
county  of  Hancock,  by  fraud,  bribery,  and 
corruption,  were  illegally  procured  and  cast, 
and  by  mistake  illegally  received  and  returned 
for  contestee,  20  votes.    Not  proved. 

27.  The  entire  returns  from  the  following- 
named  counties  and  precincts  of  counties  are 
illegal,  and  should  be  rejected  because : 

First.  The  judges  and  clerks  of  the  election 
boards  were  not  composed  of  men  of  the  two 
different  political  parties. 

Second.  Were  not  composed  of  freeholders 
and  qualified  voters  in  the  precincts  where 
the^  acted,  wherefore  should  oe  rejected  the 
entire  returns  from  the  following-named  coun- 
ties, to  wit,  the  counties  of  Wayne,  Union, 
and  Fayette,  and  of  the  township  of  Metamora, 
in  Franklin,  the  township  of  Orange,  in  Rush, 
and  the  township  of  Anderson,  in  Rush.  Not 
ptoved. 

▲NSWKK  IHD  OBOUNDS  07  CONTESTEK. 

Specifications. 

1.  A  general  denial. 

Ineligibility  of  Judges  of  Election. 

2.  In  Washington  township  precinct,  in  the 
county  of  Rush,  the  election  board  was  ille 
gaily  constituted  in  this :    acting  judges  Ste- 
phen H.  Saul  and  Thomas  B.  Vandyke  were 
not*  freeholders ;  wherefore,  the  entire  vote  of 


that  precinct  should  have  been  rejected.  Vote 
for  contestant,  217 ;  for  contestee,  52 ;  majority 
for  contestant,  165.  Proved  as  to  T.  B.  Van- 
dyke. 

8.  Same  defect  in  Harrison  township  pre- 
cinct, county  of  Wayne,  as  to  acting  judge 
John  Coffman.  Vote  for  contestant,  61 ;  for 
contestee,  58 ;  msgority  for  contestant,  8. 
Proved. 

4.  Same  defect  as  to  Cambridge  City  pre- 
cinct, in  Jackson  township,  county  of  Wayne, 
as  to  acting  iudges  George  W.  Schultz,  sen., 
and  William  H.  Gwynn.  Vote  for  contestant, 
381 ;  for  contestee,  863 ;  majority  for  contest- 
ant, 18.     Proved  as  to  Schultz  and  Gwynn. 

5.  Same  defect  in  Washington  township  pre- 
cint,  county  of  Wayne,  as  to  acting  judge  Wil- 
liam A.  Rothermel.  Vote  for  contestant,  227  ; 
for  contestee^  186;  majority  for  contestant, 
41.     Proved. 

6.  Same  defect  in  south  precinct,  in  Wayne 
township,  county  of  Wayne,  as  to  acting  judge 
D.  P.  Wooten.  Vote  for  contestant,  516 ;  for 
contestee,  516.     Proved. 

7.  Same  defect  in  Second  precinct,  in  Jack- 
son township,  county  of  Hancock,  as  to  acting 
judge  E.  W.  Smith.  Vote  for  contestant,  118; 
for  contestee,  103 ;  majority  for  contestee,  10. 
Proved. 

8.  Same  defect  in  Vernon  township,  county 
of  Hancock,  as  to  acting  judges  Volney  Davis 
and  William  Shaffer.  Vote  for  contestant,  153 ; 
for  contestee,  120;  majority  for  contestant,  33. 
Not  proved. 

9.  Same  defect  in  Bath  township  precinct, 
county  of  Franklin,  as  to  acting  judge  John 
W.  Taylor.  Vote  for  contestant,  84  ;  for  con- 
testee, 78;  majority  for  contestant,  6.  Proved. 

10.  Same  defect  in  Center  school- house 
precinct,  in  Springfield  township,  county  of 
Franklin,  as  to  acting  judge  Thomas  A.  Qas- 
ton.  Vote  for  contestant,  86  ;  for  contestee, 
60 ;  majority  for  contestant,  26.     Proved. 

11.  Same  defect  in  Mount  Carmel  precinct, 
Sprin|;field  township,  county  of  Franklin,  as 
to  actmg  judge  Thomas  A.  McCoy.  Vote  for 
contestant,  93;  for  contestee,  73;  majority  for 
contestant,  20.     Proved. 

12.  Same  defect  in  first  precinct,  in  White 
Water  township,  county  of  Franklin,  as  to 
acting  judge  Ezra  Porteous.  Vote  for  contest- 
ant, 98 ;  for  contestee,  69 ;  majority  for  con- 
testant, 29.  Not  proved.  With  this  further 
defect,  the  poll- book  was  not  signed  by  the 
inspector.  This  will  be  disposed  of  under 
specification  No.  22. 

13.  Same  defect  in  second  precinct,  same 
township  and  county,  as  to  acting  judge  H.  J. 
Northcut.  Vote  for  contestant,  69;  for  con- 
testee, 48;  maiority  for  contestant,  21.  Proved. 

14.  Same  defect  in  Peppertown  precinct, 
Salt  creek  township,  county  of  Franklin,  as  to 
both  judges.  Vote  for  contestant,  56  r  for 
contestee,  25;  majority  for  contestant,  81. 
Not  proved. 

15.  Same  defect  in  Johnson's  school-house 
precinct,  same  township  and  county,  as  to 
acting  judges.  Vote  for  contestant,  59;  for 
contestee,  58 ;  majority  for  contestant,  1.  Not 
proved. 

16.  Same  defect  in  second  precinct,  town- 
ship of  Metamora,  same  county,  as  to  acting 
judges.  Vote  for  contestant,  27;  for  con- 
testee, none ;  majority  for  contestant,  27.  Not 
proved. 

17.  Same  defect  in  Butler  township  pre- 
cinct, same  county,  as  to  acting  judges.  Vote 
for  contestant,  169;  for  contestee,  39;  major- 
ity for  contestant,  130.     Not  proved. 

18.  Same  defect  in  Oldenburg  precinct,  Ray 
township,  same  county,  as  to  acting  judges. 
Vote  for  contestant,  254;  for  contestee,  13; 
majority  for  contestant,  241.     Not  proved. 

19.  Same  defect  in  Enochsburg  precinct, 
same  township  and  county,  as  to  acting  judges. 
Vote  for  contestant,  66$  for  contestee,  12; 
majority  for  contestant,  64.     Not  proved. 

20.  Same  defect  in  first  precinct,  township 
of  Highland,  same  county,  as  to  acting  judges. 
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Vote  for  contestant,  195 ;  for  contestee,  17 ; 
majority  for  contestant,  178.     Not  prored. 

21.  Same  defect  iu  second  precinct^  same 
township  and  county,  as  to  acting  judges. 
Vote  for  contestant,  76;  for  contestee,  10; 
majority  for  contestant,  66.     Not  proved.  ^ 

In  tea  of  the  foregoing  twenty  specifications 
one  or  both  of  the  judges  of  election  desig 
nated  are  proven  to  not  have  been  freeholders. 
To  that  extent,  therefore,  the  facts  charged 
were  established.  In  every  instance,  however, 
every  jndge  acting  was  acting  by  virtue  of  an 
appointment  from  some  person  or  persons 
authorized  by  law  to  appoint.  In  no  instance 
was  questioned  the  good  faith  of  any  one  of 
such  acting  judges.  And,  pending  the  elec 
tion,  in  no  instance  was  the  official  appoint- 
ment or  the  official  el^bility  or  official  au- 
thority of  such  acting  officer  objected  to  or 
questioned;  and  in  no  instance  was  there 
any  other  person  claiming  the  position  of  any 
one  of  such  officers. 

As  to  the  law,  that  is  the  same  as  to  each 
specification,  and  by  a  careful  examination*  of 
the  law  and  the  precedents,  as  heretofore  sanc- 
tioned by  the  House,  it  will  abundantly  appear 
that  the  doctrine  should  be  considered  as 
finally  settled;  that  where  one  or  more  of  the 
acting  officers  of  election  at  a  given  precinct 
did  not  at  the  time  possess  the  qualincations 
prescribed  by  law,  or  was  ineligible,  effect, 
nevertheless,  will  be  given  to  the  votes  there 
cast  and  the  returns  thereof,  the  same  as  if 
Huch  officer  had  been  in  all  respects  eligible 
and  duly  qualified,  unless  it  shall  be  made  to 
Hppear  that  the  election  was  illegal  or  unfair 
in  some  respect  exclusive  of  that  want  of  mere 
eligibility  or  official  qualification. 

The  question  involved  in  these  specifications 
has  been  elaborately  argued  by  contestee  and 
his  points  and  authorities  strenuously  insisted 
upon  bv  him  as  decisive  of  this  contest  for 
him  and  against  the  contestant.  Hence,  every 
consideration  has  been  given  to  this  branch 
of  the  case. 

The  statute  law  of  the  State  of  Indiana 
applicable  to  this  branch  of  the  case  is  found 
in  the  act  of  June  7,  1852,  as  follows : 

"Seo.  4.  In  caso  sach  board  shall  designate  more 
l>Uc6s  of  votins  in  any  township, or  form  a  preoinot 
of  two  or  more  townships,  saoh  board  shall  annu- 
ally, at  the  Jane  term,  appoint  some  elector  of  sach 
new  precinct  to  act  as  inspector  thereof,  and  sach 
inspector  shall,  previously  to  the  time  of  openinr 
the  election,  select  two  tmalified  voters  of  the  pre- 
cinct, who,  with  himself,  shall  constitute  a  board  of 
judnresof  such  election,  and  such  board  shall  ap- 
point two  clerks:  but  in  case  there  is  bat  one  pre- 
cinct in  a  township,  andftuch  township  forms  a  pre- 
cinct, such  elections  shall  be  conducted  by  the  uffi- 
ct^rs  and  regulated  by  the  laws  provided  for  the 
government  of  sach  township,  except  as  herein 
otherwise  provided  ;  and  in  case  there  is  more  than 
one  precinct  in  any  such  township,  and  there  shall 
not  be  ip  attendance  on  the  day  and  at  the  hoor  ap- 
pointed for  any  such  election,  the  officers  authoriied 
to  coodoct  the  same,  the  qualified  electors  present 
fihall  choose  such  officers  according  to  the  regula- 
tions hereinafoer  provided  in  section  six  of  this  act. 

"  Sco.  6.  Each  inspector  and  j  udge  of  election  shall 
attend  at  the  plaeeof  holding  elections  iu  his  town- 
ship or  precinct  at  or  before  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  day  of  election ;  and  should  such 
inspector  not  appear  at  that  hour,  then  the  quali- 
fied electors  of  that  township  or  precinct  who  may 
be  present  shall  appoint  an  inspector  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  such  inspector  shall  proceed  to  elect  two 
judges,  and  such  judges  shall  elect  two  clerks. 

"  Seo.  8.  If  no  person  present  is  authorised  bylaw 
4.0  administer  trfae  oath,  of  office  the  inspector  shall 
administer  the  same  to  the  judges,  and  one  of  such 
judges  shall  then  administer  said  oath  to  the  in- 
spector. 

**  Sbo.  9.  The  inspector  shall  be  chairman  of  such 
board ;  and  before  the  reception  of  any  votes  shall 
administer  an  oath  to  each  of  the  clerks  of  the 
election  that  they  will  faithfully  discharge  their 
duties.  After  the  organisation  of  the  board  of 
judges  the  inspector  may  administer  all  necessary 
oaths  which  may  be  required  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

"  Skc.  10.  A  majority  of  such  board  of  judges  may 
fill  any  vacancy  ooeurring  in  the  board  of  judges  or 
office  of  clerk. 

"  Sbo.  39.  The  certificates,  poll-books,  and  tally- 
papem  forwarded  bo  the  board  of  canvassers  shall 
be  preserved  by  the  clerk  of  the  circuit-court,  open 
to  the  inspection  of  aay  legal  voter  of  the  county 
or  district.  The  papers  and  ballots  shall  be  kept  by 
the  inspectors  for  the  term  of  six  months,  except 
when  such  election  is  contested,  then  they  shall  be 
preserved,  subject  to  the  order  of  any  court  trying 
SUCH  contest,  until  the  same  is  determined." 


And  in  that  of  ^ay  13,  1869,  as  follows: 

"  Sbo.  3.  The  township  trustee  shall,  by  virtae  of 
his  office,  be  inspector  of  elections  of  such  town- 
ship, and  shall  designate  the  place  where  elections 
shall  be  held  in  their  respective  townshipa;  and 
shall,  prior  to  the  opening  of  the  polls  at  any  pre- 
cinct, appoint  two  freeholders,  qualified  voters  of 
sach  precinct,  judges  of  such  election,  such  judges 
being  members  of  different  political  parties,  and 
when  so  appointed  such  judges,  together  with  the 
inspector,  shall  constitute  a  board  of  election,  Ao. 
Sbo.  4.  The  board  of  county  commissioners  of 
the  proper  county  may  designate  one  or  more  places 
of  holding  elections  in  any  township,  or  form  pre- 
cincts of  two  or  more  townships  when  public  con- 
venience requires  it;  and  in  ease  sneh  board  of 
commissioners  shall  designate  more  places  of  vot~ 
ing  in  any  township,  or  form  a  precinct  of  two  or 
more  townships,  they  shall,  at  the  June  term  of  said 
board  of  county  commissioners  preceding  any  elec- 
tion, appoint  some  freeholder,  wno  shall  be  a  quali- 
fied voter  of  such  precinct,  to  act  as  inspector 
thereof,  and  may,  at  any  general  or  special  session, 
fill  any  vacancy  that  may  have  occurred :  and  such 
inspector  shall,  previously  to  the  time  of  opening 
the  elections  at  any  precinct,  api^oint  two  freehold- 
ers, qualified  voters  of  such  precinct,  judges  of  such 
election;"  •  •  e  •  "and  such  pudges, 
together  with  such  inspector,  shall  constitute  a 
board  of  elections." 

In  support  of  these  specifications  contestee 
cites  and  relies  on  Delano  vs.  Morgan,  (Digest 
Election  Gases,  page  168;)  Reed  o«.  Julian, 
(Digest  Election  Gases,  page  828. )  In  Delano 
vs.  Morgan  the  committee  decided  to  reject 
the  poll  of  Pike  township,  in  the  county  of 
Knox,  upon  the  ground  that  Salathiel  Parrisb, 
one  of  tne  judges,  was  a  deserter  from  tha 
Army,  and  ineligible  as  an  officer  of  election. 
The  certificate  to  the  poll-book  was  like- 
wise decided  to  be  defective.  It  was  held  the 
law  required  to  be  certified  the  "number  of 
votes  cast  by  electors,''  whereas  the  proof 
showed  that  there  was  certified  only  the  "  num- 
ber of  votes  cast."  And  partly  for  the  latter, 
and  partly  for  the  former  defects,  coupled 
with  illegal  votes  and  other  frauds,  it  was  held 
proper  to  reject  the  entire  vote  of  Pike. 

For  the  authority  of  the  doctrine  of  this  case, 
Howard  vs,  Gooper  (2  Election  Gases,  282)  was 
cited  and  relied  on.  It  is  apparent  at  a  glance 
that  this  case  is  not  only  not  in  point,  but  is 
wholly  unlike  Delano  vs.  Morgan.  In  the  lat- 
ter there  was  an  election  board  defcicto  if  not 
dejure.  But  in  Howard  vs.  Gooper  the  whole 
case  turned  on  the  fact  that  there  was  neither 
the  one  or  the  other.  For  aught  that  appears 
if  there  had  been  proof  of  a  board  de  faato^ 
however  ineligible  its  members  might  have 
been,  the  poll  would  have  been  upheld  in  the 
absence  of  proof  of  unfairness.  In  Delano 
vs.  Morgan  there  was  a  board  acting,  at  least 
under  color  of  law.  In  Howard  vs.  Gooper.  the 
decision  was  made  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  board  at  all.     And  the  committee  said  : 

"  The  law  requires  that  the  board  of  inspectors 
shall  be  constituted  of  three  peraona  in  number.  The 
proof  is  clear  that  there  were  but  two.  And  as  there 
was  no  board  of  inspectors  known  to  the  law,  your 
committee  see  no  way  by  which  any  legal  effect  can 
be  given  to  the  returned  vote." 

And  it  is  submitted  that  when  carefully  con- 
sidered no  authority  whatever  can  be  found  in 
Howard  vs.  Gooper  for  Delano  vs.  Morgan. 

The  case  of  Jackson  vs.  Wayne  (1  Election 
Olises,  47)  is  also  relied  on.  It  came  up  from 
Georgia  in  1791.  The  election  board  in  Es- 
singbam  were  ineligible.  And  it  was  contended 
in  argument  that  the  poll  of  that  county  should 
be  rejected.  This  question  was  complicated 
with  questions  of  fraud.  The  case  is  very  im- 
perfectly reported^  and  it  is  impossible  to 
tell  with  any  certainty  what  was  decided,  ex- 
cept, it  is  observable,  the  seat  in  the  House 
was  vacated,  and  the  parties  remitted  to  the 
people. 

In  Reed  vs.  Julian  the  entire  vote  of  the 
south  precinct  in  the  township  of  Wayne,  in 
the  county  of  Wayne,  was  rejected  by  the  com- 
mittee upon  six  several  grounds ;  one  of  which 
was  the  inspector  and  two  of  the  judges,  offi- 
cers conducting  the  election,  were  non>re8i- 
dents  of  the  precinct  and  not  voters  therein ; 
and  another  was  that  169  legal  ballots  for  con- 
testee were  abstracted  from  the  box,  and  169 
illegal  ballots  for  contestant  were  stuffed  in 
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the  box,  and  that  the  entire  managemest :. 
the  election  at  that  precinct  was  frmodu.'*: 
and  corrupt. 

The  committee  said  the  alleged  fraud  bj  :i- 
officers  in  conducting  the  election  wa 
tablished.  They  said  the  election  board 
ffally  constituted,  and  that  the  board  freqae?.*-7 
left  the  ballot-box,  pending  the  election.  vb.:i 
constituted  irregularity  and  mlaconduet  t^ 
rendered  the  result  uncertain.     The  ao'.U-.': 
ties  relied  on,  as  quoted,  do  not  saataia  il  - 
ruling. 

In  Boileau's  case  (2  Parsons,  503)  the  elf- 
tion  was  sustained,  and  the  court  said : 

'*  In  a  case  in  which  it  is  shown  that  in  mak:B«  :m 
preparatoiT  arrancementi  for  holding  aa  eletc,: 
a  reoUeis  disrecard  of.  or  a  eriminal  eareleiSBe&<  m 
to,  the  directions  of  the  law  baa  be«a  maaifei'''- 
we  should  hold  such  an  election  undue  and  illtr^a.. ' 

As  to  the  case  in  hearing,  it  may  bx;  nr 
marked  here  that  there  is  not  one  word  of  u* 
timony  in  this  record  of  criminal  careleM^us 
or  reckless  disregard  of  the  provisiona  of  ck? 
law. 

Kneass's  case,  (2  Paraona,  668.)  Maon  cr 
Gassady,  (1  Brewster,  60,)  smd  Thompson  ei. 
E  wing,  ( Itnd. ,  109, )  are  to  the  same  effect  u  t&* 
case  of  Boileau.  They  all  In m  chiefly  vpos 
fraud,  or  such  acts  as  the  proof  shows  def««; 
or  render  uncertain  the  will  of  the  peop> 
They  go  to  this  extent  and  no  farther*  A.: 
these  cases  are  therefore  inapplicable  to  IW: 
vs.  Julian  aa  authority  for  the  position  of  eo& 
testee  in  the  case  in  hearing. 

In  Reed  vs.  Julian  the  committee  proceed 
to  say  that  for  want  of  lawful  authority  in  the 
election  board  the  House  has  in  very  maiv 
cases  rejected  the  entire  poUa.  These  deci&ioc 
commenced  many  ^ears  ago  and  have  ooe 
tinned  regularly  until  the  present  time. 

And  yet  a  little  further  on,  in  this  report  tke 
committee  say : 

"  It  is  freely  admitted  that  the  distiactloo  becvM 
officers  de  facto  and  dejure  is  not  well  defined.  Tb* 
decisions  of  the  House,  and  even  the  decisooi  d 
courts  on  this  question  are  somewhat  iiicoBci«:er 
and  oonfliotinc*  While  we  adusit  that  party  ^pi-j 
and  surroundinif  circumstances  have  produced  n.^ 
apparent  inconsistency  in  the  decisions  of  the  H^^f, 
yet  we  renture  to  assert  that  in  no  ease  bas  it  *'tr 
been  held  that  persons  were  officers  d*  f^rto  vhoc: 
not  possess  the  qualiflcationa  requiaita  for  o£e«f^  •» 

And  in  support  of  these  opinions  they  ci:e-i 
the  following  cases:  Jackson  os.  Wayne,  i' 
Election  Cases  47;)  McFarland  os.  Porviarcc, 
{Ibid.,  181;)  Easton  vs.  Scott,  (/6irf.,  2T2; 
McFarland  vs.  Culpepper,  (Ibid.,  223:  i  D:& 
per  t».  Johnson,  (Ihui.,  710;)  Howard  vi. 
Cooper,  (2  Election  Cases,  282,*)  Blair  n.  Ba: 
rett,  {Ibid.,  508;)  Knox  vs.  Blair,  {Ibid., $111: 
Myers  vs.  Moffet,  (Digest  Election  Cases,  564 ; ' 
Covode  vs.  Foster  {ibid.,  600.) 

Jackson  vs.  Wayne  is  very  imperfectly  re 
ported.  It  went  off  mainly  on  questions  of  fr&od. 
confusion,  and  uncertainty  in  the  returns.  T^ 
election  was  vacated  and  the  case  remitted 
back  to  the  people. 

McFarland  vs.  Purviance  came  up  from  Konh 
Carolina  in  1804.  The  contestant  alleged  tii&t 
the  clerks  and  inspectors  of  election  in  t^? 
county  of  Montgomery  refused,  although  c&ll«^ 
on,  to  take  the  oath  required  by  law  to  sli 
with  justice  and  impartiuity.  The  committt^ 
held  that  refusal  to  take  the  oadi  prescrir)^ 
by  law  was  a  fatal  defect,  and  rejected  the  p~^- 
The  cade  was  reopened,  but  it  Joes  not  appe^ 
what  became  of  it.  The  report  is  a  mere 
skeleton.  The  question  decided  was  that  of 
a  willful  refusal  to  comply  with  a  formaIi7 
enjoined  by  law.  The  question  of  the  eff«ci 
upon  the  election  of  ineiigibilitT  in  the  elec- 
tion officer  was  neither  presented  nor  decided. 

Easton  vs.  Scott  came  up  from  the  Territcrr 
of  Missouri  in  1818.  The  law  required  three 
judges  of  election.  At  the  poll  in  the  town 
ship  of  Cote  Sans  Dessein  there  were  but  two 
judffes.  For  this  and  other  causes  it  was 
held  that  the  poll  of  that  precinct  must  be 
rejected.  The  seat  iu  the  house  was  vacaS^. 
and  the  parties  remitted  to  the  people.  Tliis 
is  a  case  where  there  was  no  election  board 
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The  question  of  ineligibility  in  the  officers  of 
election  was  neither  raised  nor  decided.  It  is 
a  case  like  Howard  vs.  Cooper,  suprti, 

McFarland  vs.  Culpepper,  a  North  Carolina 
case,  in  1807.  The  retarn£  from  the  counties 
of  Richmond,  Anson,  and  Montgomery  were 
rejected  by  the  committee  because  the  inspect- 
ors and  clerks  were  not  sworn  as  the  law 
directed,  and  the  parties  were  remitted  back 
t-o  the  people.  The  question  of  ineligibility  in 
the  officers  of  election  was  neither  raised  nor 
decided. 

In  Draper  V8,  Johnson,  from  Virginia,  in 
1832,  the  entire  vote  of  the  poll  at  the  house 
of  Peter  Gnavely,  in  the  county  of  Wythe,  was 
rejected  by  the  committee  because  T.  J.  Davis, 
the  deputy  sheriff^  was  not  sworn  as  the  law 
required.  But  the  question  of  his  ineligibility 
as  an  officer  of  election  was  neither  raised  nor 
decided.  In  all  other  particulars  the  election 
was  proven  to  have  been  regular,  fair,  and 
eqtiai.  And  there  is  nothing  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee,  bearing  on  the  question  under 
consideration  in  the  case  in  hearing  but  the  fol- 
lowing dictum,  which  is  directly  in  conflict  with 
the  doctrine  •f  Reedos.  Julian.  For  example, 
the  committee  said : 

"Ah  to  the  regularity  of  the  appointment  of  the 
offieerii,  the  oommittee  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is 
gnfficient  that  the  of&oera  aoted  &>lore  t^BUcii,  and 
that  no  other  persons  claimed  the  right.'* 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  pause  to  re- 
mind the  House  that  in  the  case  now  in  hear- 
ing the  officers  of  the  election  in  every  pre- 
cinct were  appointed  and  sworn,  and  the  boards 
full. 

Howard  vs.  Cooper  came  up  from  Michigan 
in  1860.  The  law  required  three  judges.  There 
were  but  two ;  and  the  question  of  the  eligibil- 
ity of  officers  was  neither  raised  nor  decided. 
This  case  has  already  been  examined. 

Blair  vs.  Barrett  was  from  the  city  and 
county  of  Sl  Louis,  in  Missouri,  in  1860.  The 
question  of  the  eligibility  of  the  officers  of 
election. was  neither  raised  nor  decided.  One 
of  the  questions  there  was,  that  the  judges  of 
election  had  not  taken  the  oath  prescribed  by 
law,  and  moreover  were  implicated  in  frauds 
in  conducting  the  election — an  altogether  differ- 
ent question  from  the  one  in  hearing.  The  poll 
wan  rejected,  and  the  committee  said : 

"Had  it  appeared  from  the  evidenoe  that  the 
oleotion  had  been  fairly  condaoted  at  those  pre- 
cincts, and  there  were  no  traces  of  fraud.no  taint  of 
the  ballot-box,  the  committee  would  not  have  been 
ivilling  to  have  recommended  ar^eotionof  those 
polls.  The  honest  electors  should  not  be  disfran- 
chised and  their  voice  stifled  from  a  mere  omission 
of  the  officers  of  election  to  take  the  oath  of  office; 
hat  where,  as  in  the  case  of  the  election  district  now 
under  consideration,  gross  frauds  are  made  to  ap- 
pear, some  of  them  of  such  a  character  as  neces- 
sarily to  implicate  the  officers  of  election  themselves ; 
where  the  whole  ballot-box  becomes  so  tainted  as  to 
be  wholly  unreliable,  and  it  is  next  to  impossible  to 
ascertain  what  portion  of  the  poll  returned  is  an 
honest  vote ;  where  one  judge  has  bean  convicted  by 
a  jury  of  a  conapiracy  to  cheat,  another  can  neither 
read  nor  write,  a  third  is  so  deaf  as  to  be  incompe- 
tent from  physical  infirmity  to  act;  where  one 
mingles  in  the  fights  of  the  crowd,  eneonrajging 
illegal  voting,  &c.,  it  is  believed  the  committee 
coxiid  not  do  less  than  require  of  the  sitting  mem- 
ber to  prove  that  those  officers  have  conformed  to 
the  law  before  the  votes  they  had  (under  those  elr- 
canustances)  returned  ahould  be  counted." 

Knox  vs.  Blair,  in  1864,  was  also  from  St. 
Louis,  Missouri.  The  question  of  eligibility 
of  officers  of  election  was  neither  raised  nor 
decided.  The  entire  poll  of  the  Abby  preoinct 
was  rejected  by  the  committee  upon  the  ground 
that  it  was  so  ^*  tainted  with  frand  that  the 
truth  cannot  be  dedneible  therefrom.'*  And 
the  reasoning  in  Blair  «9.  Barrett  was  reviewed 
and  adopted. 

Myers  vs.  Moffet,  was  from  Pennsylvania  in 
1869.  In  this  case  frauds  and  other  abuses 
were  relied  on.  The  entire  poll  in  the  sixth 
division  was  rejected  upon  the  ground  that  the 
voting  was  allowed  to  go  on  in  the  absence 
of  one  or  more  of  the  members  of  the  election 
board.  And  no  poll  and  no  vote  was  rejected 
on  the  ground  of  want  of  eligibility  in  any 
officer  of  the  election. 


In  Covode  vs.  Foster,  from  Pennsylvania,  in 
1870,  the  committee  said : 

"  While  it  is  well  established  that  mere  neglect  to 
perform  directory  requirements  of  the  law,  or  per- 
formance in  a  mistaken  manner,  where  there  is  no 
bad  faith  and  no  harm  has  accrued,  will  not  justify 
the  rejection  of  an  entire  poll,  it  is  equally  settled 
that  where  the  proceedings  are  so  tarnished  by  fraud- 
ulent or  negligent  or  improper  conduct  on  the  part 
of  the  officers  as  that  the  result  of  the  election  is 
rendered  unreliable,  the  entire  returns  will  be  re- 
jected.'' 

Wherefore,  upon  the  ground  of  such  fraudu- 
lent conduct  of  the  officers  of  the  eleetiou,  was 
rejected  Youngstown  poll,  in  the  county  of 
Westmoreland,  and  the  Dunbar  poll,  in  the 
county  of  Fayette.  But  the  question  of  the 
eligibility  of  the  officers  of  the  election  was 
neither  raised  nor  decided. 

So  far  as  this .  branch  of  the  subject  is 
involved  the  foregoing  is  a  hasty,  desultory, 
but  faithful  review  of  the  ca^es  cited  and 
relied  on  in  Reed  vs.  Julian.  It  need  scarcely 
be  observed  that  they  do  not  support  the  prop- 
osition that  ineligibility  in  one  or  more  officers 
of  election  vitiates  the  poll  and  justifies  its 
rejection.  And  it  is  safe,  after  having  run  the 
gamut  of  these  cases  as  reported,  to  affirm 
that  not  a  single  case  may  be  found,  not  even 
in  Heed  vs.  Julian,  where  a  poll  has  been 
rejected  upon  the  sole  ground  of  ineligibility 
in  one  or  more  officers  of  the  election  board. 
Such  defect  has  often,  as  the  cases  show,  been 
complicated  with  fraud,  which  vitiates  of  itself; 
and  a  failure  to  properly  scrutinize  the  re- 
ported cases  and  discriminate  the  questions  and 
points  raised  and  decided  not  infrequently 
involves  a  confusion  of  ideas. 

I  will  encroach  upon  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  briefly  consider  the  cases  bearing 
upon  this  question  which  have  not  been  cited 
by  contestee.  It  will  be  seen  that  they  put  the 
question  at  rest. 

In  the  case  of  Koontz  vs.  Coffroth,  (Digest 
Election  Cases,  144,)  from  Pennsylvania,  in 
1866,  it  was  held  the  returns  of  an  election  will 
not  be  rejected  because  the  judges  and  clerks 
were  not  sworn  by  a  person  authorized  by  law  to 
administer  the  oath  of  office.  The  judges  and 
clerks  by  actually  taking  an  oath  in  good  faith 
became  public  officers  ae  faudo  for  the  purpose 
of  conducting  the  electiony  and  their  acts  are 
valid. 

Barnes  vs.  Adams,  (Digest  Election  Cases, 
760y)  from  Kentucky,  May,  1870,  is  a  case 
directly  in  point.  It  waA'eported  by  the  pres- 
ent distinguished  chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Elections,  the  gentleman  from  Iowa,  [Mr. 
McCrary,]  and  affimred  by  the  House.  In 
that  case  the  contestant  alleged  that  certain 
acting  officers  of  election  were  disqualified  by 
law  and  ineligible  as  such,  and  asked  that  the 
polls  be  rejected.  The'  committee  and  the 
House  overruled  the  point  and  sustained  the 
polls. 

Conceding  the  appointment  to  have  been 
illegal  aud  the  incumbents  ineligible  as  officers 
of  election,  ''it  would  not  follow  that  the  votes 
cast  at  the  election  held  by  such  officers 
should  be  thrown  away.  They  were  officers 
d^  facto,  clothed  with  color  of  authority  at 
least.''    And  the  committee  proceed: 

*'  There  is  a  principle  of  law  which  your  commit- 
tee believee  to  be  well  settled  by  jadioial  decisions 
and  most  salutary  in  its  operations,  which  is  con- 
clusive of  this  point  as  well  as  of  several  other  points 
in  this  case.  It  is  this :  that  iu  order  to  gire  valid- 
ity to  the  offioiat  acts  of  an  officer  of  election,  so  far 
as  they  affect  third  parties  or  the  public,  and  in  the 
absence  of  fraud,  it  is  only  necessary  that  such  offi- 
cer shall  have  color  of  authority.  It  is  sufficient  to 
be  an  officer  (Ufctdo^  and  not  a  mere  usurper.  This 
doctrine  has  been  recognised  and  enforced  by  many 
of  the  highest  courts  of  this  country  .*' 

In  People  vs.  Cook,  (4  Seldon,  67,)  from 
New  York,  as  cited  and  relied  an,  the  com- 
mittee continue : 

"The  acts  of  public  officers  being  in  by  color  of 
an  election  or  appointment  are  valid  so  Car  as  the 
pnblieisconoemed."  ♦  •  •  •  "An  offi- 
cer de/ado  i«  one  who  comes  into  office  by  color  of 
a  legal  appointment  or  election.  HIb  acts  in  that 
eapacity  are  as  valid,  su  far  as  the  public  is  oon- 
e«nied«  as  the  acts  of  an  officer  dejure. 


The  Pennsylvania  case  of  Baird  vs.  Bank 
(11  S.  and  R.,  414)  is  also  cited,  where  the 
supreme  court  of  that  State  lay  down  the  doc- 
trine that — 

"The  principle  of  colorable  election  holds  not  only 
in  regard  totherightof  electing  but  of  being  elected. 
A  person  indisputably  ineligible  may  be  an  officer 
<U  facto  by  color  of  election." 

And  again  in  the  Illinois  case  of  Pritchet 
et  al.  vs.  The  People  (1  Gilm.,  629)  the  court 
say: 

"It  is  a  general  principle  of  the  law  that  minis- 
terial acts  of  an  officer  cUt  /aeto  are  valid  and  effectual 
when  they  concern  the  public  and  the  rights  of  third 
persons,  although  it  may  appear  that  he  has  no  legal 
or  constitutional  right  to  the  office.  The  interests 
of  the  community  imperatively  require  the  adoption 
of  such  a  rule." 

So  also  in  St.  Louis  County  Ceurt  vs.  Sparks, 
(10  Mo.,  121)  the  same  doctrine  is  reiterated 
in  the  following  terms : 

"When  the  appointing  power  has  mode  an  ap- 
pointment,and  a  person  is  appointed  who  has  not 
the  qualifications  required  by  law,  the  appointment 
is  not  therefore  void.  The  person  appointed  is  an 
officer  de  facto;  and  his  acts  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty  are  valid  and  binding." 

So  also  in  the  New  York  case  of  the  People 
vs.  Cook  (14  Barbour,  259)  the  language  of 
the  court  is : 

"It  becomes  important  in  this  case  to  determine 
whether  the  objections  which  are  taken  to  the  in- 
spectors of  election  in  the  several  coses  presented 
in  the  bill  of  exceptions  are  of  that  character  which 
should  be  held  to  invalidate  the  canvass  in  those 
several  lecalities.  Those  objections  arc  of  a  twofold 
character,  extending  to  the  regularity  or  legality 
of  their  appointment,  and  to  their  omission  to  qualify 
by  taking  the  proper  oath  of  office."  •  •  •  • 
"It  is  sufficient  that  they  were  inspectors  d«  facto. 
The  rule  is  well  settled  by  a  lon^  series  of  adjudica- 
tions, both  in  England  and  in  this  country,  that  acts 
done  by  those  who  ore  officers  de  facto  are  good  and 
valid  OS  regards  the  public  and  third  persons,  who 
have  an  interest  in  their  acts,  and  the  rule  has  been 
applied  to  acts  judicial  as  woU  as  those  ministerial 
in  their  character.  This  doctrine  has  been  held  and 
applied  to  almost  every  conceivable  cue.  It  cannot 
be  profitable  to  enter  into  any  extended  discussion 
of  the  cases.  The  principle  has  become  elementary, 
and  the  cases  are  almost  endless  in  which  the  rule 
has  been  applied." 

And  the  able  and  learned  report  iu  Barnes 
vs.  Adams  proceeds: 

"It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  while  some  of  the 
decisions  of  this  House  seem  in  conflict  with  the 
doctrine  of  this  report,  that  doctrine  itself  baa  never 
been  directly  questioned.  It  may  have  been  ig- 
nored; but  no  report  can  be  found  in  which  it  has 
been  denied  in  express  terms,  or  even  seriously 
doubted.  On  the  contrary,  wherever  this  principle 
is  referred  to  at  all  in  any  of  the  reports  in  coseis 
decided  by  this  House  it  has  been  approved." 

And  the  committee  conclude  upon  this 
branch  of  the  subject  with  the  following  im- 
pressive views : 

"  Your  committee  feel  constrained  to  adhere  to 
the  law  OS  it  exists,  and  is  administered  in  all  the 
courts  of  the  country,  not  only  because  of  the  very 
great  authority  by  which  it  is  supported,  but  for  the 
further  reason  %a  stated  in  the  outset,  that  we  be- 
lieve the  rule  to  be  most  wise  and  salutary.  The 
officers  of  election  are  chosen  of  necessity  from 
among  all  classes  of  the  people ;  they  are  numbered 
in  every  State  by  thousands ;  thoy  are  often  men 
unaccustomed  to  the  formalities  of  legal  proceedings. 
OmiHsions  and  mistakes  in  the  discharge  of  their 
ministerial  duties  are  almost  inevitable.  If  this 
House  shall  establish  the  doctrine  that  an  election 
is  void  because  an  officer  thereof  is  not  in  all  respects 
duly  qaalified,  or  because  the  same  is  not  conducted 
strictly  according  ti>  law.  notwithstanding  it  may 
have  been  a  fair  and  free  election,  the  result  will  be 
yery  many  contests,  and,  what  is  worse,  injustice 
will  Vb  done  in  many  cases.  It  will  enable  those 
who  are  so  disposed  to  seise  upon  mere  technicality 
in  order  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  majority." 

It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  the  case  in 
hearing  there  is  no  allegation  or  imputation 
of  frand  or  intentional  wrong  as  to  any  officer 
of  election.  And  throughout  this  record  of 
voluminous  testimony  there  is  not  one  circum- 
stance to  authorize  a  suspicion  of  either. 

In  this  case  for  the  first  time  in  the  parlia* 
mentary  history  of  this' House,  the  effect  upon 
the  validity  of  the  polls  of  the  ineligibility  of 
an  officer  of  election  is  submitted  and  decided 
npon  its  isolated  and  intrinsic  merit.  The 
learning,  ability,  impartiality,  and  sound  policy 
displayed  in  the  investigation  and  conclusion 
of  the  committee  entitle  it  to  rank  as  a  prece- 
dent, which  this  high  parliamentary  court  of 
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last  resort  may  be  at  liberty  to  disregard)  bat 
which,  it  is  respectfully  sobmitted,  should  con- 
vince and  command  the  reason  and  judgment 
of  every  impartial  mind. 

The  case  of  McEee  vs.  Youn^,  (Digest 
422-461)  arose  out  of  the  congressional  elec- 
tion in  the  ninth  district  of  Kentucky  in  1867. 
The  committee  held  that  certain  election 
officers  participated  in  the  rebellion,  and  that 
by  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  and 
of  the  United  States  such  act  rendered  them 
ineligible  as  election  officers.  And  the  com- 
mittee said : 

"  It  has  long  been  held  that  if  the  officers  of  eleo- 
tion  are  not  capable  of  holding  the  office,  the  elec- 
tion has  no  more  validity  than  would  an  election 
where  no  officers  whatever  were  appointed.  It  is. 
otherwise  where  persons  capable  of  holding  the 
office  are  appointed,  although  they  may  not  have 
eomplied  with  the  forms  of  the  law." 

And  the  committee  refer  for  authority  to 
the  cases  cited  by  contestee. 

McKee  vs.  Young  arose  out  of  the  midst  of 
the  burning  animosities  which  yet  survived 
the  then  recent  termination  of  the  war.  It 
was  complicated  with  the  disturbing  topic  of 
the  votes  of  returned  southern  soldiers  who 
had  laid  down  their  arms  and  sought  to  resume 
the  privileges  and.  responsibilities  of  citizens 
of  States  pacified  and  a  Union  restored.  It 
was  an  unfavorable  time  for  impartial  judg- 
ment. And  it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  thought 
invidious  to  say  that  the  conclusion  arrived 
at  in  that  case  upon  this  question  was  against 
the  great  weight  of  authority  and  not  in  con- 
formity with  that  cloudless  reason  and  enlight- 
ened policy  which  two  or  three  years  later,  in 
a  happier  era,  dictated  the  decision  of  the 
committee,  and  of  this  House  in  the  case  of 
Barnes  vs.  Adams. 

In  Eggieston  vs.  Strader  (Digest,  897,)  from 
Ohio,  in  1870^  the  doctrine  of  Barnes  vs. 
Adams  was  reiterated  and  again  applied  by 
the  committee  and  the  House.  In  tnat  case 
in  the  first  ward  in  the  first  congressional  dis- 
trict in  the  city  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Malloy 
was  one  of  the  judges  of  the  election.  Afler 
the  polls  were  opened,and  about  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  he  left  the  polls.  Prior  to 
leaving  he  requested  Fiedelday  to  fill  his  place. 
He  did  so.  Malloy  returned  about  eleven 
o'clock  and  relieved  Fiedelday  for  a  short  in- 
terval, when  he  again  substituted  Fiedelday, 
and  left  and  remained  absent  until  three  o'clock. 
Finally,  Fiedelday  and  the  regular  officers  of 
the  election  strung  the  ballots,  closed  the  polls, 
and  attested  the  poll-books  and  tally-sheets. 
During  the  intervals  when  Malloy  was  acting 
as  judge  and  Fiedelday  was  not  the  latter  was 
outside  electioneering  for  one  of  the .  candi- 
dates and  betting  money  on  the  result,  and 
gave  and  took  the  lie. 

But  the  committee  say  there  was  no  blemish 
or  suspicion  of  fraud.  In  this  state  of  fact 
the  contestant  insisted  upon  the  rejection  of 
the  vote  at  that  poll,  tie  claimed  that  the 
whole  day's  proceedings  were  invalid — that 
there  was  no  lawful  election  board,  that  Fied- 
elday was  no  judge,  that  he  was  a  mere 
usurper  and  his  acts  void.  The  committee 
overruled  him  and  sustained  the  poll.  And 
they  said : 

"  It  is  well  settled  in  law  that,  so  far  as  the  public 
IS  concerned,  the  acts  of  one  who  claims  to  be  a 
public  officer,  judicial  or  ministerial,  under  a  show 
of  title  or  color  of  right,  will  be  suetained.  Such  a 
person  is  an  officer  in  fact,  if  not  in  law,  and  inno- 
cent parties  or  the  public  will  bo  protected  in  so 
considering  and  trusting  them.  This  principle  will 
not  be  questioned,  it  is  believed.  The  highest  au- 
thorities and  courts  have  maintained  iL"  *  * 
*  *  "  It  takes  bat  little  to  constitute  an  officer 
de  facto  as  affects  the  rights  of  the  public.  The  exer- 
cise of  apparent  authority  under  color  of  right, 
thus  inviting  public  trust  and  negativing  the  idea 
of   usurpation   is  sufficient."        •        •        •        ♦ 

There  must  be  some  color  of  an  election  or  ap- 
pointment, or  such  an  exercise  of  the  office,  and  an 
aMuiesoenoe  on  the  part  of  the  public  as  would 
afford  a  reasonable  presumption  or  at  least  color- 
able election  or  appointment." 

They  refer  to  the  contested-election  case  of 
Orosvenor  vs.  Golden  in  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Ohio  in  1866,  in  which  that  body  re- 


fused to  exclude  a  poll  because  one  of  the  elec- 
tion judges  was  disqualified,  and  allowed  it  to 
be  counted  on  the  ground  that  the  person  was 
an  officer  de  facto. 

The  report  in  Eggieston  vs.  Strader  was  sub- 
mitted by  the  distinguished  gentleman  from 
Maine,  [Mr.  Hale.]  And  that  branch  of  the 
case  was  concluded  with  these  enlightened  and 
ennobling  views: 

"  If  the  House  of  Representatives  has  ever,  moved 
by  partisan  bias,  established  a  precedent  opposed 
to  this  conclusion,  the  committee  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying  that  itdeclines  to  be  governed  by  any  such 

Srecedcnt.  It  has  been  shown  that  if  snchprece- 
ent  can  be  fonnd.  it  is  also  true  that  the  contrary 
principle  has  been  more  than  once  recognised  and 
acted  upon.  Even  if  this  were  not  so  it  is  never  too 
late  to  do  justice.  That  requires  that  the  poll  in  the 
first  ward  shall  be  connted,  notwithstanding  the 
irregularities  attending  it." 

The  last  case  is  that  of  Sheafe  vs.  Tillman, 
(Digest,  907,)  from  Tennessee  in  1871.  Cer- 
tain polls  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  were  re- 
jected, not  upon  the  ground  of  ineligibility  of 
officers  of  election,  but  upon  the  ground  that 
the  election  officers  were  illegally  appointed, 
coupled  with  these  paramount  causes :  no  ade- 
quate notice  of 'the  election ;  no  election  held 
in  eighteen  out  of  twenty-five  election  dis- 
tricts in  the  county  ;  prevalence  of  a  general 
understanding  among  the  electors  that  there 
were  no  officers  legally  appointed  to  hold  the 
election ;  and,  finally,  no  attendance  at  the 
polls  of  great  masses  of  the  people  upon  those 
accounts.  And  moreover,  in  this  case  the 
committee  annouace  their  approval  of  and 
adherence  to  the  doctrine  of  Barnes  vs.  Adams. 

CBRTIFICATB— HBNDBICKS  TOWNSBIP. 

22.  In  west  precinct,  township  of  Hendricks, 
county  of  Shelby,  the  precinct  judges  failed  to 
make  out  a  signed  and  attested  certificate 
stating  in  written  words  the  number  of  votes 
each  person  received,  designating  the  office, 
&c.,  and  return  the  same,  along  with  the  poll 
lists  and  tally- papers,  to  the  county  boara  of 
canvassers.  Vote  for  contestant,  129;  for 
contestee,  40;  m^ority  for  contestant,  89. 

The  evidence  establishes  these  facts  : 

First.  The  election  at  this  precinct  was  fully, 
fairly,  legally,  and  impartially  conducted. 

Second.  Ihe  poll-lists,  tally-papers,  and  bal- 
lots were  all  properly  returned  and  preserved, 
and  are  all  now  in  proof  before  the  committee 
and  the  House. 

Third.  The  votes^eturned  and  counted  for 
both  contestee  and  contestant  are  precisely  in 
conformity  with  the  poll-lists,  tally- papers,  and 
ballots. 

Fourth.  The  certificate  was  omitted  by  mis- 
take satisfactorily  explained  under  oath  by  the 
inspector  of  the  poll,  Henry  L.  Ross,  who 
swears  and  deposes*  that — 

**  It  was  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  when  jire  got 
through;  we  signed  the  tally-sheets,  and  we  were 
tired:  the  other  officers  requested  me  to  sign  their 
names  when  I  got  home  to  the  certificates ;  bat 
when  I  got  home  my  family  was  siek  and  I  negleoted 
it,  and  it  was  not  signed  at  all." 

By  an  examination  of  the  law  and  the 
precedents  sanctioned  by  this  House  it  will 
oe  seen  not  only  that  the  House  may  dis- 
pense with  such  certificate  when  necessary  to 
give  effect  to  the  integrity  of  the  return  and 
the  voice  of  the  voters,  but  that  it  may  and 
will  when  so  required  give  effect  to  both  the 
one  and  the  other  by  disregarding  the  certifi- 
cate and  going  behind  it,  and  even  contradict- 
ing it. 

The  following  is  the  local  law  relied  on  in 
support  of  this  specification,  (1  G.  &  H.,  811,) 
act  of  June  7,  1852: 

"  Sec.  31.  When  the  votes  shall  be  counted  the 
board  of  judges  shall  make  out  a  oertifloate  under 
their  hands  stating  the  number  of  votes  each  person 
has  received,  and  designating  the  office,  which  num- 
ber  shall  be  written  in  words ;  and  such  certificate, 
together  with  one  of  the  lists  of  voters,  and  one 
of  the  tally-papers,  shall  be  deposited  with  the  in- 
spector, or  with  one  of  the  Judges  seleoted  by  the 
board  of  judges. 

"Sbc.  S2.  The  inspector  of  each  township  or  pre- 
cinct, or  judge  of  election,  to  whom  such  poll-book 
and  tally-payers  shall  have  been  delivered,  shall 
constitute  a  board  of  canvassers,  who  shall  canvass 


and  estimate  the  certificates,  poll-lista,  acd  u 
papers  returned  by  eaeh  member  of  aaid  boan. 
whioh  purpose  they  shall  aaBeinl>Ie  at  the  cn- 
house  on  Thursday  next  sueceedin^  "*^^,  ^^*^- 
between  the  hours  of  ten  a.  m.  and  «x  o  elocfc  ;  j. 
**  Sbg.  34.  Such  board,  when  orsaaised.  ahail  -je- 
fully  compare  and  examine  the  piapera  incraftM  - 
them :  estimate  from  tham  the  vota  of  toe  coai  j  . 
statement  of  which  shall  be  drawn  iii>  bx  the  c> 
and  shall  contain  the  number  of  persons  vmT-n. 
the  office,  the  number  of  votes  giwrnm  in  mmch  i  v. 
shin  to  each  person,  the  number  of  wotea  giv? .  - 
each  in  the  county,  and  also  the  a^aiegate  bu-i 
of  votes  given,  which  statement  0ball  be  sigde-< 
each  member  of  said  board,  and.  witb  snch  an  * 
oates,  poll-books,  and  tally-papers,  itelirevod  u  -^ 
clerk,  and  by  him  filed  in  his  ofBca." 

In  support  of  this  specification  the  folluwii: 
cases  are  relied  on:  Draper  es.   Joboeoa. 
Election  Gases,   702;}  Blair  c*.   Barrett.     . 
Election  Gases,  815;)  Ghri^man  iss.  Abder.- 
(2  ElecUon  Gases,  331-334 ;)  Otero  vs.  &j..' 
gos.  (2  Election  Gases,  182 ;)    McFariaad  r- 
Culpepper,  (1  Election  Cases,  221 ;)  Ei^stDr ' 
Scott,   (1   Election   Cases,  272:)   Bennt?t:  r.- 
Chapman,  (2  Election  Cases,  26^.) 

In  Draper  vs.  Johnson,  (Virginia,  18^, 
appeared  the  law  of  Virginia   reqaire-J  •- 
sheriff  and  other  officers    of  election   t«  c-* 
sworn.     The  deputy  sheriff  at  a  poll  in  jl' 
county  of  Wythe  was   sot   sworn.     And  :^- 
committee  were  of  the  opinioo  that  the  0:1 
sion  vitiated  the  entire  poll,  smd  thej  rejrc-. 
it,  in  the  fade  of  uncontradicted  proot    :_. 
the  election  was  conducted  and  compiete«j .. 
all  other  respects  fairly,  impartial Ij,  and  >^i 
ly.     This  was  clearly  a^inst  reason,  a^-i'-' 
popular  elections,  and  is  against  a  re::>i''^''.- 
current  of  later  and  more  matured  aathon:  -i 

The  taking  of  the  oath  by  the  officer  prepam 
tory  to  the  election  cannot  properly  be  saia  \- 
be  essential  or  substantive  to  the  election  i'j? 
It  is  no  more  than  a  formality  directed  ai: 
enjoined  to  secure  a  full,  fair,  and  imparru. 
election.     And  it  would  seem  that  the  cor< 
sion  arrived  at  by  the  committee  was  mazL'fc^.'.'.r 
misjudged.     The  oath  of  the  officer  was  sia::  .5 
a  means,  not  the  end.     If  the  end  was  secare: 
without  the  means,  that  was  sufficient  so  ttr  &• 
the  public  and  other  parties  are  conoercc-i 
and  the  invalidation  of  the  former  becaase  •! 
the  mere  omission  of  the  latter  wonid  be  x.>i 
irrational. 

This  is  shown  in  this  very  case  by  the  nb 
sequent  ruling  of  the  committee  toochiogocf-: 
points.  The  law  required  the  return  of  tir 
poll-books  to  the  clerk's  office  of  the  coca? 
within  a  time  specified.  It  was  not  doc«  it 
the  county  of  Russell.  Now,  upon  eveiy  priL 
ciple  of  law  and  sound  policy,  this  rev^r 
within  the  time  specified  was  just  sis  essec  i 
and  substantive  to  the  election  itself  &»  ^'^^^ 
preparatory  oath  of  the  sheriff,  perhaps  sort 
so.  But  like  that  it  was  merely  direct«<i  ^i 
enjoined  to  secure  a  full,  fair,  and  imptrj^ 
election.  Andthe  committee  on  this  poiut  Ten 
justly  held  that  the  omission  to  return  the  pji: 
books  within  the  time  specified  by  the  U«  ^i 
not  vitiate  the  polls.  But  those  two  ruimp  ir 
the  same  case  cannot  be  reconciled  either  q[  y- 
law  or  expediency.  The  committee  go  on  ^' 
say  the  omitted  return  involved  a  mere  nc3- 
compliance  with  a  directory  provision  of/* 
law.  And  as  the  poll-book  was  sabsequesuT 
returned  and  filed  in  the  proper  office,  it  id  •>: 
be  upheld. 

Another  point  in  this  case  was  that  io  (bt 
county  of  Washington  the  officers  conduciic: 
the  election  were  not  qoalified  according  u) 
law.     Upon  this  poiut  the  committee  say: 

**  The  oommittee  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  nf- 
cient  that  the  offioers  acted co/orc  ^Mcii,  and  thtHt- 
other  persons  claimed  the  riffht," 

And,  upon  looking  further  into  this  case.  :• 
will  be  ooserved  that  the  committee  haTU 
sustained  a  technical  objection,  and  exdcae^ 
the  poll  because  the  sheriff  was  not  sworn,  ft  t 
constrained  to  report  a  resolution  vacating  zt 
seat,  and  remitting  the  case  back  to  the  wo^t 
for  a  new  election,  which,  however,  the  tiuiife 
rejected.  It  is  manifest  thai  the  reasoaici 
and  decision  of  this  case  on  the  part  of  u< 
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committee  are  antagonized,  and  it  will  be 
seen  the  decision  itself  has  been  everywhere 
since  overruled. 

In  Blair  V9,  Barrett,  the  statute  required 
that  the  jadges  of  election  should,  before  en- 
tering upon  the  duties  of  their  office,  take  an 
oath,  and  also  required  that  a  certificate  of 
their  qualifications  should  be  returned  with 
the  returns  of  the  votes.  In  some  precincts 
the  law  was  not  complied  with.  The  case  was 
fiill  of  fraud,  bribery,  and  corruption  extend- 
ing to  the  officers  of  election,  and  those  vices 
and  irregularities  formed  the  pivot  upon  which 
the  case  turned,  and  the  polls  of  the  rejected 
precincts  were  not  rejected  because  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  qualification  of  the  judges  was 
not  returned  as  required  by  law.  •  On  the  con- 
trary, the  committee  say: 

**  Had  it  appeared  from  the  evidenoe  that  the  elec- 
tion had  been  fairly  oonduoted  at  these  preoinctd, 
and  there  were  no  traoea  of  fraud,  no  taint  of  the 
ballot-box,  the  ooiDinittoo  would  not  have  been  wil- 
Uug  to  have  recommended  a  rejection  of  the  polls." 

*  *  •  •  **  Could  the  oommittee  have  brought 
themselves  to  boliere,  from  the  evidence  in  the  case, 
that  the  returns  had  expressed  the  wish  of  the  peo- 
ple at  these  points,  untainted  by  fraud  orfraudcuent 
votes,  they  would  have  been  constrained  to  have  giv- 
en the  sitting  member  the  benefit  of  such  presump- 
tion in  the  absence  of  aoompliance  with  the  law'*    * 

•  ♦  •  "  and  he  not  having  shown  either  the 
qualifications  of  the  o£Eloers  or  the  fairness  of  the 
vote,  but  the  contrary  appearing,  the  votes  at  those 
precincts  were  rejected." 

This  case;  upon  scrutiny,  proves  to  be  excel- 
lent authority  for  the  acceptance  of  the  vote 
fVom  the  west  precinct,  Hendricks  township, 
in  the  county  oi  Shelby. 

Chripman  vs.  Anderson,  on  this  point,  is  to 
the  same  effect.  The  State  canvassing  board 
of  Kentucky  had  refused  to  admit  a  corrected 
return,  on  the  ground  that  the  county  board, 
having  acted  in  their  first  return,  their  func- 
tions nad  been  exhausted.  The  committee 
of  the  house  said: 

"We  do  not  suppose  that  the  action  of  the  State 
board  is  final  and  conclusive  upon  the  House.  In 
every  case  of  a  contested-election  we  believe  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  the  House,  by  its  constituted  agents,  to 
po  behind  all  certificates  for  the  purpose  of  inquir- 
ing into  and  correcting  all  mistakes  which  may  be 
brought  to  its  notice." 

And  the  vote  of  Casey  county  was  rejected, 
not  because  the  poll- book  was  not  certified  as 
prescribed  by  law,  but  because,  in  the  absence 
of  such  certificate,  its  correctness  was  not 
otherwise  proven. 

In  Otero  vs.  Gallegos,  from  the  Territory 
of  New  Mexico  in  1856,  the  eleventh  section 
of  the  election  laws  of  that  Territory  gives  the 
form  of  certificate  which  shall  be  at  the  head 
of  the  poll-books  and  be  signed  by  the  iudges, 
and  the  form  includes  a  certificate  showing 
that  the  judges  were  sworn.  The  committee 
say  this  certificate  signed  would  be  legal  evi- 
dence of  the  fact  that  the  judges  took  the 
required  oath,  but  in  the  present  case  it  is 
absolutely  wanting.  It  is  not  insisted  that  no 
other  proof  could  be  admitted  to  establish  the 
fact  that  the  judges  were  sworn,  but  in  the 
absence  of  the  proper  legal  certificate,  and  of 
all  other  evidence  of  the  fact,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted that  that  essential  requisite  of  the  law 
has  not  been  complied  with.  That  case  decides 
that  it  is  essential  that  the  judges  should  have 
been  sworn.  But  in  this  particular  it  is  over- 
ruled by  Blair  vs.  Barrett  in  1860,  a  carefully 
considered  case  fourteen  years  later  than  Otero 
vs.  Gallegos,  and  numerous  other  cases  which 
I  need  not  stop  to  cite.  * 

^  To  resume,  what  was  the  fact  to  be  estab- 
lished in  Otero  vs.  Gallegos  in  the  absence  of 
the  prescribed  certificate,  not  that  the  certifi- 
cate bad  been  actually  made— that  would  have 
been  in  point, to  the  case  in  hearing — the  fact 
to  be  established  was,  that  the  judges  bad 
complied  with  the  law  in  other  respects,  and 
although  the  certificate  was  the  proper  legal 
evidence  for  that,  yet  it  was  not  the  only  evi- 
dence, and  that  other  proof  was  admissible 
to  establish  the  fact,  it  was,  therefore,  de- 
cided that  the  certificate  was  not  indispens- 
able. The  very  point  to  be  decided  in  Good- 
ing vs.  Wilson,  to  wit,  the  certificate  at  west 


precinct,*  in  Shelby,  was  not  indispensable, 
and  other  proof  in  the  absence  of  tue  certifi* 
cate  became  admissible  to  establish  the  fact 
that  the  election  had  in  other  respects  been  in 
compliance  with  the  law,  and  was  full,  fair, 
and  certain,  which  other  proof  was  abundantly 
made. 

In  McFarland  vs.  Culpepper,  from  North 
Carolina,  in  1807,  the  question  of  certificate 
now  under  consideration  was  nowhere  involved. 
The  case  is  not  fully  reported,  but  it  appears 
that  in  specters  and  clerks  of  election  in  the  coun- 
ties of  liichmond,  Anson,  and  Montgomery  were 
not  sworn,  and  that  the  committee  rejected 
the  polls.  But  it  also  appeared  that  the  whole 
case  was  infected  with  fraud  and  other  abuses, 
by  which  the  committee  were  constrained  to 
refuse  the  seat  to  both  parties.  They  said 
the  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  in  pre- 
suming the  votes  in  Moore  and  Cumberland  to 
have  been  legally  taken,  it  would  be  improper 
to  deprive  the  other  three  counties  of  a  repre- 
sentation for  the  fault  of  their  election  officers. 
They  therefore  think  it  most  proper  to  give  to 
the  citizens  of  that  district  an  opportunity  to 
have  another  election. 

In  Easton  vs.  Scott,  from  the  Territory  of 
Missouri,  in  1816,  both  the  points  urged  by 
contestee  under  this  specification  are  expressly 
settled  against  him.  In  that  case  the  law 
required  the  votes  to  be  set  down  in  writing,  (as 
in  the  certificate  prescribed  by  the  Indiana 
statute)  at  the  foot  of  the  poll-book,  by  the 
election  board.  And  one  of  the  judges  had 
been  appointed  by  the  other  two,  when  the  law 
required  the  appointment  to  be  made  by  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace.  Held,  no  ambiguity  is  pro- 
duced thereby,  and  as  far  as  the  committee 
can  discover  no  injury  is  done  to  either  party. 

The  law  required  the  certificate  of  the  clerks 
having  been  sworn  to  be  prefixed  to  the  poll- 
book.  And  there  was  no  such  certificate. 
Held,  though  the  certificate  is  not  made  ac- 
cording to  the  letter  of  the  law,  yet  a  major- 
ity of  the  committee  being  of  the  opinion  from 
inspectiug  a  certified  copy  of  the  original  poll 
that  the  clerks  were  in  fact  sworn,  decided 
against  rejecting  the  return ;  that  is,  decided 
the  certificate  might  be  and  was  dispensed 
with. 

Bennett  vs.  Chapman  was  from  Nebraska, 
in  1856.  The  law  required  the  poll- books  and 
the  ballots  to  be  returned  to  the  county  clerk, 
and  the  county  board  were  required,  from 
them,  to  make  abstracts  of  the  votes  cast,  and 
the  clerk  was  required  to  send  those  abstracts 
to  the  territorial  board.  Instead  of  the  ab- 
stract from  the  poll-books,  the  clerk  sent  the 
poll  books.  On  this  sole  ground  it  was  claimed 
by  the  contestee  that  the  vote  of  the  county 
of  Otoe  should  be  rejected.  The  provisions 
of  the  law  were  manifestly  merely  directory. 
The  integrity  of  the  poll-books  was  not  ques- 
tioned. The  fact  to  be  ascertained  was  the 
result  of  the  election.  As  between  the  poll- 
books  and  the  abstracts  to  be  made  from  them, 
the  former  were  clearly  the  best  evidence.  The 
poll-books  were  the  original  and  authentic 
evidence  of  the  result;  the  abstracts  merely 
evidence  of  the  substance  of  the  poll-books. 
The  first  primary,  the  latter  secondary  evi- 
dence.    Said  the  committee : 

"It  seems  tons  the  objection  resolves  itself  into 
this:  that  the  territorial  canvassers  had  better  evi- 
dence before  them  than  the  law  contemplated,  and 
for  that  reason  the  votes  must  be  rejected.  Wecan- 
not  admit  the  force  of  the  reasoning,  and  without 
hesitation  we  admit  and  count  the  vote  of  the 
county."  •  •  •  •  "WiUitbeseriously 
claimed  that  an  omission  by  an  officer  to  send  a  list 
of  votes  from  a  precinct,  or  from  the  precincts,  as  in 
this  case,  will  disfranchise  a  whole  county?  We  think 
not." 

These  views  are  in  harmony  with  the  well- 
settled  doctrine  laid  down  in  Chrisman  vs. 
Anderson  supra^  '^  to  go  behind  all  certificates 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into  and  correct- 
ing the  returns." 

Dxxt  the  ground  upon  which  the  minority 
relied  in  Barrett  vs.  Chapman,  for  their  rejec- 
tion of  the  vote  of  Otoe,  has  no  existence  in 


Gooding  vs.  Wilson ;  and  therefore  the  former 
fails  to  come  within  the  line  of  precedents 
for  the  latter.     The  minority  said: 

"The  territorial  canvassers  had  nothing  before 
them  but  several  papers  purporting  to  be  returns 
from  the  several  precinct  elections  in  the  county  of 
Otoe,  signed  by  persons  purporting  to  act  as  judges 
of  elections  and  clerks  of  elections.  But  there  was 
nothing  accompanying  the  papers  showing  that  they 
had  any  authority  so  to  act.  that  they  were  the  judges 
legally  appointed  to  hold  said  several  electioas. 
This  requirement  of  the  law.  that  the  probate  judges 
shall  canvass  and  certify  to  the  county  returns  by 
this  abstract,  the  undersigned  deems  of  essential 
importance.  It  is  this  which  gives  authenticity  to 
any  return,  and  without  it  he  thinks  the  return 
from  Otoe  county  was  properly  rejected  by  the  can- 
vassers." 

It  does  not  apply  for  many  reasons,  one  of 
which  is  this:  m  Indiana  the  law  required  the 
omitted  certificate  in  Gooding  vs.  Wilson  to  be 
returned  to  the  county  board,  (with  the  poll-lists 
and  tally -papers,) — not  to  the  State  board — 
and  that  county  board  were  expressly  required 
to  make  up  their  estimates,  not  from  the  cer- 
tificates, but  from  the  certificates,  poll- lists, 
and  tally- papers,  the  two  last  named  of  which 
were  faithfully  returned  and  proved.  Tl^is  of 
itself  is  enough  to  show  the  want  of  similarity 
between  the  two  cases. 

Anomalous,  unsound,  and  inimical  to  the 
almost  unbroken  current  of  more  modern  pre- 
cedents as  is  the  position  and  reasoning  of  the 
minority  report,  still  it  fails  in  every  essential 
feature  to  support  the  proposition  of  contestee 
in  Gooding  v«.  Wilson,  which  is,  ^*  that  the  fail- 
ure to  send  up  the  certificate  (with  the  poll- 
lists  and  tally* papers)  justifies  the  rejection 
of  the  votes.''  It  is  a  precedent,  if  one  at 
all,  for  rejecting  the  votes  of  entire  counties 
because  the  poll- book  was  sent  up  instead  of 
a  copy  of  the  poll- book,  and  if  applied  else- 
where, should  hardly  be  applied  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  voters  of  the  county  of  Shelby,  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  where  the  law  of  August 
7,  1852,  section  thirty-seven  expressly  de- 
clares— 

"No  tally-paper*,  poll-book,  or  certificate  re- 
turned from  any  election  by  the  board  of  judges 
thereof  shall  be  rejected  for  want  of  form,  nor  for 
lack  of  being  strictly  in  accordance  with  directions 
herein  contained,  if  the  same  can  be  satisfactorily 
understood." 

A  provision  worthy  of  a  great  State  and  ofl- 
times  essential  to  the  security  of  popular  elec- 
tions. But  there  were  several  other  questions 
in  Barrett  vs.  Chapman  which  alone  were 
decisive  of  the  case  in  the  estimation  of  the 
minority.  And  it  cannot  be  told  from  the 
report  of  the  case  what  disposition  was  made 
of^the  two  reports,  or  what  was  the  sense  of 
the  House  upon  this  particular  point.  It  only 
appears  that  the  House  adopted  the  minority 
resolution,  by  the  close  vote  of  69  to  63,  that 
contestee  was  entitled  to  the  seat. 

In  Follett  vs.  Delano,  from  Ohio,  in  1866, 
a  similar  objection  was  urged.  The  contest- 
ant alleged  defective  poll-books,  absence  of 
required  certificates,  and  so  on  ;  but  it  was 
held  by  the  committee  and  the  House  that  the 
tally-sheets  being  unimpeached,  the  stated 
results  must  be  upheld.  (Digest  of  Election 
Cases,  113-120.) 

I  need  not  prolong  this  tiresome  investiga- 
tion. It  was  due  to  the  contestee  that  the 
authorities  relied  on  by  him  should  be  scru- 
tinized, which  has  been  done,  and  they  are 
found  not  to  sustain  his  views  under  this  spe- 
cification, butjudt  the  reverse;  and  there  the 
subject  is  left. 

23.  In  Liberty  township,  county  of  Union, 
Hezekiah  Wilson  voted  two  ballots  purposely 
folded  together,  in  violation  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  section  of  the  statute  of  Indiana  ap- 
proved Jane  7,  1852,  and  one  only  of  the 
ballots  was  rejected.    Not  proved. 

24.  In  second  precinct,  township  of  White 
Water,  county  ot  Franklin,  ballot  and  vote 
purporting  to  be  the  ballot  and  vote  of  John 
H.  Lake,  who,  in  point  of  fact,  had  not  been 
at  the  polls  that  day,  was  illegally  received 
and  counted  for  contestant.  Proved  and  de- 
ducted under  the  head  of  illegal  votes.    Lake 
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was  a  legal  voter,  but  during  the  election  he 
waa  sick  in  bed,  and  the  election  board  ad- 
journed to  his  bed-aide,  and  received  his  ballot 
and  returned  and  put  it  into  the  box  and 
counted  it.     I  know  of  no  law  for  this. 

25.  In  Green  township  precinct,  county  of 
Wayne,  five  ballots  not  containing  his  name 
were  counted  for  contestant.     Not  proved. 

26.  In  Mount  Carmel  precinct,  county  of 
Franklin,  one  vote  legally  received  for  cou- 
teslee  was  illegally  rejected  from  the  count 
because  the  words  '^Indiana  State  ticket" 
were  written  on  the  ballot  (No.  5)  of  T.  W. 
Scoby.  Proved  and  added  to  contestee's  vote 
in  the  summing  up.  * 

27.  Same  precinct  and  county,  William  Mau- 
pin's  legal  vote  for  contestee  was  tendered  and 
illegally  rejected.     Not  proved. 

28.  In  the  Cambridge  precinct,  Jackson 
township,  county  of  Wayne,  the  election  board, 
by  miscount,,  gave  contestant  381,  when  in 
fact  there  were  cast  for  him  only  878.  They 
gave  contestee  only  368,  when  in  fact  there 
were  cast  for  him  864.  Mistakes  against  con- 
testee 4  votes.     Not  proved. 

29.  In  north  precinct,  township  of  Wayne, 
county  of  Wayne,  the  election  board,  by  mis- 
count, gave  for  contestee  only  878,  when  in 
point  of  fact  there  were  cast  for  him  887 ;  and 
they  gave  contestant  387,  when  in  point  of 
fact  there  were  cast  for  him  only  880.  Mis- 
takes against  contestee  16  votes.     Not  proved. 

80.  In  Centre  township,  Hancock  county, 
the  election  board  illegally  rejected  from  the 
count  2  legal  votes  legally  cast  for  contestee, 
and  counted  for  contestant  1  more  than  was 
cast  for  him.  Mistake  against  contestee  3 
votes.     Not  proved. 

31.  At  south  poll,  township  of  Wayne, 
county  of  Wayne,  6  legal  voles  legally  cast 
for  contestee  were  by  the  board  illegally 
rejected  from  the  count.    Not  proved. 

32.  At  north  poll,  same  township  and  county, 
3  legal  votes  legally  east  for  contestee  were 
bv  the  board  illegally  rejected  from  the  count. 
Not  proved. 

88.  In  Mount  Carmel  precinct,  county  of 
Franklin,  on  the  day  of  the  election  for  half 
an  hour  at  a  time  the  ballot-box  was  fre- 
quently left  unprotected  by  the  board ;  there- 
tore  the  same  was  discredited  and  annulled, 
and  should  be  rejected  from  the  count.  Vote 
for  contestant  93;  for  contestee  78.  Mistake 
against  contestee  20.  Not  proved.  Some  irreg- 
ularity but  no  taint  of  the  election  or  returns. 

34.  In  north  precinct,  Wayne  township, 
county  of  Wayne,  33  illegal  votes  were  returned 
for  contestant.     Not  proved. 

85.  Same  defect  in  south  precinct,  same 
township  and  county;  18  illegal  votes  were 
returnea  for  contestant.     Not  i)roved. 

36.  In  each  voting  precinct  in  each  of  the 
counties  composing  tne  fourth  congressional 
district  20  other  illegal  votes  were  returned 
for  contestant.     Not  proved. 

ILLEGAL  VOTES  FOB  OONTBSTSK  PBOVKO. 

"  It  shall  be  the  daty  of  the  inspMtor  of  any  elec- 
tion held  in  tikis  State,  oa  receiving  the  ballot  of  any 
voter,  to  have  the  same  numberea  with  figures,  on 
the  outside  or  back  thereof,  to  correspond  with  the 
number  placed  opposite  the  name  of  such  voter  on 
the  poll-list  kept  by  the  clerks  of  such  election." 
(Indiana  act  approved  May  13, 1869,  section  two.) 

This  section  has  been  decided  to  be  un- 
constitutional and  void  by  the  supreme  court 
of  Indiana  in  Williams  v«.  Stein,  (opinion  pub- 
lished in  Indianapolis  Sentinel  of  April  2, 
1872.)  But  it  is  not  perceived  that  the  case 
in  hearing  is  affected  thereby. 

By  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  State 
of  Indiana,  in  force  at  this  election,  the  follow- 
ing qualifications  were  indispensable  in  every 
voter: 

1.  Six  months'  residence  in  the  State  next 
before  the  election. 

2.  Twenty  days  bona  fide  inhabitancy  of  the 
precinct  next  before  the  election. 

3.  But  subject  to  the  exception  that  no  per- 
son shall  be  deemed  to  have  lost  his  residence 
in  the  Staete  by  reason  of  his  abseitce  on  the 


business  of  l^e  State  or  United  States.   (Con- 
stitution, article  2,  section  4.) 

David  R.  Holloway  is  alleged  by  contestant 
to  have  been  a  non-resident.  The  following 
is  the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  his  case : 
He  voted  for  contestee  at  the  north  precinct 
Wayne  township,  Wayne  county.  Ballot  pro- 
duced. He  moved  from  his  dwelling-house, 
now  in  the  south  precinct,  to  Washington  city, 
between  the  years  1860  and  1862.  He  had  not 
been  a  housekeeper  in  Indiana  for  more  than 
five  years  prior  to  the  election.  Was  Com- 
missioner of  Patents  in  Washington  city  in 
1861,  where  he  removed  and  resided  with  his 
family.  Several  years  later  his  wife  returned 
and  died  in  the  south  precinct ;  his  children 
remained  with  him.  At  nearly  aU  the  presi- 
dential and  State  elections  he  returnea  and 
voted.  The  division  of  Wayne  township  into 
the  north  and  south  precincts  occurred  in 
1867.  He  still  lives  in  Washington  citj  ;  has 
been  out  of  Government  employment  for  four 
or  five  years ;  his  business  card  published  in 
Washington  city  papers.  This  proof  is  con- 
clusive : 

1.  That  in  point  of  fact  he  had  not  resided 
in  the  State  of  Indiana  for  several  years. 

2.  That  his  last  residence  in  Indiana  was 
not  in  the  north  precinct  where  he  voted,  but 
in  the  south  precinct. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  had  he  a  voting  resi- 
dence in  Indiana  at  all  at  that  election  ? 

Having  been  accepted  and  counted  as  a  voter, 
the  presumption  of  law  is  that  he  was  a  legal 
voter.  The  burden  of  overcoming  that  pre- 
sumption rested  upon  the  contestant  who  dis- 
puted his  vote.  The  contestant  has  overcome 
that  presumption  by  proving  that  in  point  of 
fact  the  voter  was  a  non-resident  of^  Indiana 
for  more  than  six  months,  and  of  the  voting 
precinct  for  more  than  twenty  days  next  be- 
fore the  day  of  the  election.  That  being  done, 
the  burden  of  proof  was  shifted,  and  rested  upon 
the  contestee,  who  justified  the  vote,  to  show 
that  the  voter  was  within  the  exception  of  article 
two,  section  four,  above  qnotea,  and  though 
in  point  of  fact  he  had  a  residence  elsewhere 
on  the  business  of  the  State  or  United  States, 
he  retained  his  previous  voting  residence  by 
intending  to  resume,  and  by  actually  resuming 
his  residence  there  in  point  of  fact,  so  soon  as 
his  official  service  ceased.  But  the  proof 
has  not  been  furnished  by  contestee,  and  is 
not  in  the  record.  The  testimony  of  the  voter 
has  not  been  taken.  The  actions  of  the  voter, 
however,  are  in  proof,  and  they  demonstrate 
that  he  continues  to  reside  out  of  the  State, 
and  had  not  been  in  the  business  of  the  State 
or  United  States  for  more  than  four  years  next 
before  the  election.  By  the  weight  of  evidence 
these,  two  propositions  are  established : 

First,  His  vote  was  illegal,  because  it  was 
cast  at  the  north  precinct,  when  his  last  resi- 
dence was  at  the  south  precinct. 

Second,  His  vote  was  illegal,  because  he  was 
not  at  the  time  of  voting  a  resident  or  bona 
fide  inhabitant  of  the  State  or  precinct,  either 
in  law  or  in  fact. 

2.  John  Lynch  is  alleged  by  contestant  to 
have  been  a  non-resident.  The  following  is 
the  substance  of  the  evidence  in  his  case :  at 
the  north  precinct  he  voted  for  contestee; 
ballot  produced.  In  1861  his  home  was  within 
what  is  now  the  south  precinct,  Wayne  town- 
ship and  county.  About  that  time  he  received 
the  appointment  of  clerk  in  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  moved  his  residence  to  Wash- 
ington city  ;  had  never  returned  to  Indiana  to 
reside ;  is  still  in  the  United  States  Qovern- 
ment  employment,  and  residing  in  Washing- 
ton city.  About  four  years  prior  to  the  elec- 
tion he  said  to  witness,  Richmond,  in  Wayne 
township,  was  his  home,  and  be  came  home 
to  vote.  ^  Wayne  township  had  not  then  been 
divided  into  north  and  south  precincts.  Two 
years  ago  he  said  he  had  no  other  home. 

The  case  of  Lynch  is  unlike  that  of  Hollo- 
way  in  this:  the  fact  that  he  is  still  in  the 
employment  of  the  United  States,  to  that  ex- 


tent brings  him  within  the  exception   r>:'  . 
Indiana  constitution,  provided  he  hmd  sti  i 
intention  of  returning.      But  th««  i«  to  5^ 
cient  evidence  of  his  intention.     Lo^ie  t- 
dence  of  a  loose  statement  made  by  Lyxei «. 
to  his  home  two  years  before  the  day  of  «^: 
tion,  when  he  was  then  actiialljr  livins  wid 
family  in  Washington  city,  and  had  been  .. 
ing  there  uninterruptedly  for   seven  or  e-^ 
years,  is  not  evidence  to  prove  inteniiun  >. 
the  time  of  voting  00  the  11th  day  of  Ocl  'hti 
1870.     Where  a  residence  ia  established.   : 
continuance  there  is  a   presumption   of  Lt 
which  prevails  until  the   oontraxy  is  shovz 
This  is  supposed  to  be  the  ordinarj  role. 

But  this  is  a  rule  that  has  do  ajftpli^tioa  :. 
a  case  like  that  of  Lynch,  where  is  provtn:  k: 
actual  continuing  residence  elsewhere  for  a^- 
years.     In  such  a  case  thore  are  do   pre^iiSj 
tioDS  in  favor  of  the  Indiana  residenoe ;  th^  pre 
sumptions  are  all  the  other  way  bj  rins-:  ^ 
the  Washington  residence.   To  OTercome  ihtu' 
it  must  not  only  be  shown  that  he  comes  witb  * 
the  letter,  but  also  within  the  spirit  of  xht  ei 
ceptionid  provision  of  the   loaiana  cosst^ 
tion.     It  must  be  shown,  not  merely  that  ar 
absence  was  on  the  business  of  the  UvicK 
States,  but  moreover  that  it  had  all  the  t^ 
been,  and  still  was,  at  the  time  of  ToliBg.  t.< 
intention  to  retain  his  home  and  dome.  1 
Indiana,  and  to   resume  his  actnal  re»*dK3 
there  at  or  before  the  end  of  his  official  m 
dence  elsewhere.    This  has   not  been  do» 
Though  easy  of  access  here,  in  Wsshio^^ 
he  was  not  called  by  the  party  iaterested  ii '  's 
evidence  to  testify. 

And,  on  the  other  hand,  his  vote  msst  s 
all  events  be  held  illegal,  becaase  if  s  r  ,£*; 
in  Indiana  at  all,  there  was  bnt  one  place  vb-:- 
he  could  legally  vote,  to  wit:  at  ^e  poll  in  a< 
south'  precinct  where  was  his  home  wbes  b-. 
enterea  the  Government  service  and  remcr«i 
to  Washington  city. 

8.  Isaac  Stewart  was  clearly  wa  illegal  rSitt 
He  voted  for  contestee  at  the  precinct  of  Bsa 
ville.  Rush  township.  Rash  county.  The  s^s 
production  of  the  ballot  was  accounted  f<v 
Witness,  Virgil  B.  Bodine,  tmstee  o(  R.!>? 
township  and  lawful  custodism  of  the  b^Wt'-i 
&c.,  refused  to  prodnce  them  when  reqair«« 
on  the  ground  that  he  was  enjoined  and  r^ 
strained  therefrom  by  the  order  of  the  cirruf 
court  in  a  proceeding  pending  thereist  ^ 
instead  thereof  he  produced  under  oath  s  tre* 
copy  of  the  ballot  and  poU-book  as  to  tr> 
voter.  His  number  was  685.  Like  Ho^on^ 
Stewart  bad  forfeited  and  abandoned  his  res 
dehce  in  Indiana.  The  following  is  the  5c> 
stance  of  the  evidence  in  his  case : 

In  1861  he  left  Indiana  and  went  to  Ws.4 
ington  city,  where  he  became  a  clerk  in  os» 
of  the  Departments.  He  subseqaently  car 
ried  there,  and  was  living  there  in  1*86^  or 
1865.  About  that  time  he  became  a  pa? 
master  ia  the  Army,  and  being  on  hi^  vit 
to  Texas,  he  visited  his  father,  who  then  U^t-i 
in  Rushville.  He  came  there  in  1870,  s^ 
remained  a  week  or  two  before  smd  after  ttt 
election,  and  left  for  Washington.  At  thr 
time  of  the  election  he  bad  been  out  of  o&c* 
for  six  or  eight  months.  He  had  been  re- 
moved. In  the  spring  or  summer  of  1S69  ta 
declared  in  Rushville  to  witness  that  n^a 
his  intention  to  fpt  a  permanent  locauoa 
in  Washington,  Philadelphia,  or  some  other 
point  KasL 

This  voter,  like  Holloway,  was  not  absent  «c 
the  business  of  the  United  States,  and  hsd  so*. 
been  for  more  than  six  months  prior  to  tb? 
election,  and  had  both  forfeited  and  ah&a 
doned  his  residence. 

4.  R.  S.  Evans  was  clearly  an  illegal  vote : 
he  was  a  non-resident  at  the  time  of  voiiof . 

The  substance  of  the  evidence  in  his  esse 
is  as  follows :  he  voted  for  contestee  st  the 
north  poll  in  Wayne  township,  Wayne  cocat;; 
ballot  produced.  At  the  time  of  so  vi^tiag 
he  said  he  resided  and  was  in  business  ia 
Oxford,  Ohio.    He  left  a  few  da^s  after  tbf 
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<:tion.  The  day  after  the  election  he  said 
-J.  F.  Elder  that  he  had  voted  at  that  poll 
<c3^  that  he  rej^rded  it  aa  a  good  joke.  His 
•^tlier  then  lived  in  Wayne  county,  but  out- 
oe  of  Wayne  township. 
o.  J.  W.  Barton  was  clearly  an  illegal  voter 
"   non  residence. 

'3?be  following  is  the  substance  of  the  evi- 
■3  ce  in  his  case :  he  voted  for  contestee  at  the 
TTtli  pole,  Wayne  township,  Wayne  county; 
^ lot  produced.  Immediately  after  voting  he 
A  <1  J.  N.  Weaver  that  his  residence  was  then 

Ohio.  He  lived  in  Richmond,  Indiana,  two 
skrs  before  the  election  ;  has  not  lived  there 
:ace. 

^.   Jonathan  Dunbar  Was  clearly  an  illegal 

»T.er.  The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  evi- 

^nce  in  his  case:  he  voted  for  contestee  in 

?%ntre  township,  Hancock  county ;  ballot  pro- 

&  ced,  No.  48.     Was  there  on  a  visit  to  his 

kole,  and  went  to  school  a  few  days  before 

^  election.     He  appeared  to  be  eighteen  or 

n  eteen  years  of  a^e.  Left  so  soon  as  he  voted, 

xcl  was  not  seen  in  the  township  afterward. 

is   uncle  died  soon  after  the  election,  and 

3  was  not  at  the  iiineral.     His  father  lived  in 

r^3.bash  county,  Tndiana.    He  said  he  lived  at 

is  father's. 

7.  William  Hinshaw  was  clearly  an  illegal 
3ter.  The  substance  of  the  evidence  in  his 
a^e  is  as  follows:  he  voted  for  contestee  at 
en  tre  township,  Hancock  county ;  ballot  pro- 
aced,  No.  489.  His  residence  at  the  time  vas 
Iniffhtstown.  Henry  county.  He  declared  to 
t .   A.  Swope  his  home  was  there,  and  that  he 

sks  only  in  Centre  temporarily.  Since  the 
lection  he  quit  working  in  Centre  and  went 
onae.  White  working  in  Centre  he  went 
onae  Saturday  nights  and  came  back  to  work 
londay  mornings.  His  home  was  with  his 
ister  in  Kniehtstown.  ^ 

8.  Oliver  Uarson  was  clearly  an  illegal  voter. 
"^lie  substance  of  the  evidence  in  his  case  isfts 
ollows:  he  voted  for  contestee  at  Centre 
ownsbip,  Hancock  county:  ballot  produced, 
^o.  520.  Removed  from  there  prior  to  May, 
870,  and  settled  in  the  eonnly  of  Boone,  where 
te  lived  at  the  time  of  voting  in  Hancock. 

9.  John  R.  McKensey  was  clearly  an  illegal 
^oter.  The  substance  of  the  evidence  in  his 
;a8e  is  as  follows:  he  voted  for  contestee  in 
j^reen  township,  Hancock  county;  ballot  pro* 
laced,  No.  169.  In  October^  1869,  he  made 
i  public  sale  of  his  effects ;  said  he  was  going  to 
f^aTisas  to  settle  there,  and  left  Indiana.   Some 

in  August  or  September,  1B70,  he  returned 


.o  Green  township.  He  said  he  liked  his  new 
lome  and  was  going  to  stay  there,  and  had 
some  back  only  to  settle  up  his  business.  He 
shortly  left,  and  has  never  returned. 

IS^J^MQAL  VOTSS  FOK  COMTBSTEB—BALLOT  KOT  PEO- 

DUCEO. 

The  following-named  thirteen  persons  are 
clearly  proven  to  have  been  illegal  voters  for 
contestee,  but  the  poll- books  and  the  ballots 
were  not  produced,  nor  the  non-production  of 
them  explained,  so  as  to  let  in  secondary  evi- 
dence ;  wherefore  the  objection  to  them  is 
overruled : 

1 .  J.  L.  Yaryan  voted  for  contestee.  Wit- 
ness, J.  M.  Smith,  examined  his  ballot,  and 
bis  name  on  the  poll- book.  His  number  was 
766 ;  same  on  both. 

2.  Abijah  Bales  voted  for  contestee.  Wit- 
nesSi  J*  T*  Barrett,  examined  his  ballot,  and 
bis  name  on  the  poll- book.  His  number  was 
49  ;  same  on  both. 

8.  Charles  Sawyer  voted  for  contestee.  Wit- 
ness, Samuel  Leonard,  examined  his  ballot, 
and  his  name  on  the  poll- book.  His  number 
was  8 ;  same  on  both. 

4.  David  Benizieu  voted  for  the  contestee. 
Witness,  Samuel  Leonard,  examined  his  bal- 
lot, and  his  name  on  the  poll-book.  His  num- 
ber was  417  ;  same  on  both. 

6.  John  Bell  voted  for  contestee.  Witness, 
T.  N.  Thorpe,  examined  his  ballot,  and  his 
name  on  the  poll-book.  His  number  was  18 ; 
same  on  both. 


6.  Louis  Raridin  voted  for  contestee.  Wit- 
ness, T.  A.  Thorpe,  examined  his  ballot,  and 
his  name  on  the  poll-book.  His  number  was 
89 ;  same  on  botn. 

7.  S.  0.  Groodwin  voted  for  contestee.  Wit- 
ness, S.  S.  Harrell,  examined  his  ballot,  and 
bis  name  on  the  poll-book.  His  number  was 
207  ;  same  on  both. 

8.  Psrry  Williams  voted  for  contestee.  Wit- 
ness, S.  S.  Harrell,  examined  his  ballot,  and 
his  name  on  the  poll-book.  His  number  was 
225 ;  same  on  both. 

9.  Robert  Oilbreath  voted  for  contestee. 
Witness,  G^Brien  Gwynne,  examined  his  bal- 
lot, and  his  name  on  the  poll-book.  His  num- 
ber was  198 ;  same  on  both. 

10.  David  Ricketts  voted  for  contestee.  Wit- 
ness, Isaac  Odell,  examined  his  ballot,  and  his 
name  on  the  poll-book.  His  number  was  91 ; 
same  on  both. 

11.  Daniel  Forrest  voted  for  contestee.  Wit- 
ness, J.  D.  LacV)  examined  his  ballot,  and  his 
name  on  the  poll-book.  His  number  was  81 ; 
same  on  both. 

12.  J.  T.  Ploy  voted  for  contestee.  Wit- 
ness, J.  D.  Lacv,  examined  his  ballot,  and  his 
name  on  the  poll- book.  His  number  was  284 ; 
same  on  both. 

18.  Martin  Jones  voted  for  contestee.  Wi^ 
ness,  J.  D.  Lacy,  examined  his  ballot,  and  his 
name  on  the  poll-book.  His  number  was 
88 ;  same  on  both. 

In  the  case  of  Isaac  Stewart  the  non-produc- 
tion of  the  original  ballot  and  poll-book  is  sat- 
isfactorily accounted  for  by  contestant,  and  the 
sworn  copies  are  in  as  competent  evidence, 
and  this  vote  for  contestee  deducted  as  proven 
illegal. 

The  number  of  illegal  votes  for  contestee 
proven  by  the  ballot  is  therefore  9;  aad  {be 
number  proven  by  witnesses  who  inspected  the 
ballots  and  poll-books  and  swear  to  the  num- 
bers of  the  voters  on  both,  18. 

ILIiBOAL  VOTES  JOB  00NTE8TAKT— PBOVSD. 

By  the  weight  of  the  evidence  the  following- 
named  perBons  voted  illegally  for  eontestant, 
ballots  prodnced : 

1.  Charles  Savoy,  Jefferson  township,  connty 
of  Wayne.  Number  of  ballots,  60. 

2.  J.  Qninn,  Cambridge  poll,  Jackson  town- 
ship, county  of  Wanme.  Number,  687. 

8.  M.  Stafford,  Hanover  township,  coanty 
of  Shelby.  Number,  289. 

4.  William  Eimmer,  Dublin,  Jackson  town- 
ship, county  of  Wayne.  Number,  21. 

6.  C.  Wilkinson,  Brandywine  township, 
county  of  Shelby.    Number,  149. 

6.  J.  H.  Lake,  second  precinct,  White 
Water  township,  Franklin  county.  Number,  91. 

The  following- named  two  persons  are  clearly 
proven  to  have  voted  illegally  for  contestant, 
bat  the  poll-books  and  ballots  were  not  pro- 
duced: 

1.  John  Shore,  Vernon  township,  coanty 
of  Hancock. 

2.  George  Anthony,  Brookville,  coanty  of 
Hancock. 

Bat  in  the  case  of  Anthony  it  appears  the 
attorney  for  contestant  waived  the  production 
and  filing  of  the  ballot  and  poll-book,  and  let 
in  the  sworn  statements  of  the  witness  who 
inspected  them. 

The  whole  nnmber  of  illegal  votes  for  con- 
testant proven  by  the  ballot  is  therefore  H ;  and 
the  namber  proven  by  a  witness  who  inspect- 
ed the  ballot  and  poll- book  and  swore  to  the 
number  of  the  vote  on  both,  1 ;  total,  7. 
Amxevrrv  is  vbb  ballot. 

At  the  precinct  in  the  township  of  Bran- 
dywine, coonty  of  Shelby,  two  ballots  were 
counted  for  contestee,  which  had  in  each 
of  them  for  Congress  merely  the  letters 
<*  Wilson."  Ballot  No.  7  was  voted  by  John 
Pyle.  Ballot  No.  254  was  voted  b^  Abe 
Walker.  These  two  ballots  were  defective  for 
ambiguity  on  their  face,  and  it  was  error  to 
count  them.  Btima  facte  a  vote  received  b^ 
the  officers  of  election  is  a  legal  vote.    This 


is  a  presumption  of  law.  But  there  is  no  pre- 
sumption or  intendment  of  law  in  aid  of  a 
ballot  which  is  uncertain  and  ambiguous  on 
its  face.  The  cardinal  rule  is  to  give  effect  to 
the  intention  of  the  voter  whenever  it  is  not 
left  in  uncertainty.  The  thirty-seventh  section 
of  the  Indiana  act  of  June  7, 1862,  (1  G.  &  H., 
volume  1,  page  311,)  last  clause — ''  no  ticket 
shall  be  lost  for  want  of  form,  if  the  board  of 
judges  can  determine  to  their  satisfaction  the 
person  voted  for  and  the  office  intended*' — 
IS  simply  a  statutory  enactment  of  a  well-set- 
tled rule  of  evidence.  The  judgment  of  the 
board  there  spoken  of  imports  a  judicial  act, 
which  is  the  subject  of  revision  by  this  House, 
the  court  of  last  resort  and  of  reversal  for  error. 

Now,  the  weight  of  authority  is  that  such 
ballots  cannot  be  counted  unless  explained 
and  applied  by  extrinsic  evidence  of  circum- 
stances surrounding  the  election  admissible 
in  such  cases  to  remove  the  ambiguity  ;  such 
as  who  were  the  candidates  brought  forward 
by  the  nominating  conventions,  whether  there 
were  persons  of  the  same  name  residing  in  the 
district  from  which  the  officer  was  to  be 
chosen  *,  and  if  so,  whether  they  were  eligible 
or  had  been  named  for  the  office.  (Cooley's 
Const.  Lim.,  608-611  ;  1  Greenf.  Eiv.,  282.) 
But  the  ontLS  probandi  is  upon  the  party  in- 
sisting on  the  ballots.  And  the  contestee  has 
offered  no  proof  in  explanation  of  them. 

The  parties  to  this  record  presented  several 
other  questions,  which  have  not  been  over- 
looked, but  are  deemed  immaterial  in  their 
influence  upon  the  merits  of  the  case. 

BXSDLT. 

MUtakes  agaiDst  him  alleged  by  oontestant.....  4,871 
Mistaket  against  him  alleged  by  contestee 1,800 

MUtaket  affaintt  conteHatU  proven. 

South  precinct,  Wayne  coanty,  miscount  against 

contestant 12 

Green  towoahip,  Wayae  oonnty»  miscount  against 

eontastant ^. ^...  6 

Noble  township.  Bosh  coanty,  miscount  against 

contestant ~.......  2 

Braodywiae  township,  Shalby  county,  miseonnt 

■gainst contestant........... 2 


Total  miscounts  against  contestant. 


.21 


Total  illegal  votes  for  eontestee  proved  by  bal- 


OIBcial  return  for  contestant 12>5Q7 

Add  miseonnt  against  ooatastaat........ 21 


Total  vote  for  contestant 

Deduct  illegal  vote  for  contestant. 


True  legal  vote  for  contestant 

009ta4. 

Mi9take9  aaakut  eamlutM  proved. 

fionth  preoinet, Wayne  eoanty,misoount 
agMost  contestee......... m.....        1 

Ht.  Cannel,  Franklin  coanty,  illegally 
r^ected » 1 


12,578 

7 

12.071 


Total  against  eontestee. 


>e*»e««  •■■»••♦•••  — •■• 


2 


Offlcial  return  for  contestee....'. .12,561 

Add  miseoants,  ftc.,  against  contestee. ...        2 


Total  vote  for  cootestoo... 
Deduct  illegal  votes  for  him 
Tnie  legal  vote  for  kun 


»♦>•♦♦•— ♦♦•••■■  >o  ■ 


.12.563 
9 


Legal  majority  for  contestant  proved...... 

I  now  yield  ten  minutes  to  my  colleague  on 
the  committee,  the  gentleman  from  Illinois. 
[Mr.  RicK.i 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Speaker,  in 
the  performance  of  my  duties  as  a  member 
of  toe  Committee  of  Elections  I  have  seldom 
had  occasion  to  differ  with  the  majority  on  any 
material  question ;  and  I  regret  that  on  this 
occasion  there  should  be  any  necessity  for 
such  a  difference.  But  so  well  convinced  am 
I  of  the  incorrectness  of  the  conclusions  to 
which  the  minority  of  the  committee  have 
arrived,  both  as  to  the  questions  of  law  and 
of  fact,  that  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  my  own 
convictions,  do  less  than  state  to  the  House 
the  grounds  of  my  opinions. 

I  agree  that  the  question  is  a  very  important 
one;  but  I  do  not  admit,  as  has  been  inti- 
mated, that  as  a  matter  of  law  there  is  any- 
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thing  new  in  it,  or  that  the  qoestions  of  law 
which  the  case  presents  ought  to  be  a  matter 
of  doubt  in  the  minds  of  gentlemen,  especially 
of  the  legal  profession. 

Bat  the  difierence  grows  out  of  the  appli- 
cation of  the  law  to  the  facts  of  this  case. 
While  the  majority  insist  that  a  recount  of  votes 
should  not  be  allowed  to  overturn  the  official 
count,  and  intimate  in  the  report  that  such 
is  the  law,  still  they  do  not  boldly  sav  so  ;  nor 
is  it  the  law.  If  an  official  return  of  the  judges 
of  election  to  the  county  or  State  board  of  can- 
vassers is  not  to  be  inquired  into  by  a  recount, 
if  we  cannot  go  behind  such  a  return,  then 
there  is  an  end  of  all  election  contests  in  this 
House.  To  this  absurdity  we  are  reduced  at 
last  if  we  adopt  that  principle  as  a  rule  of  law* 

It  is  urged  in  the  report  of  the  majority  that 
in  no  case  cited  before  the  committee  was  a 
contestant  admitted  to  a  seat  and  the  sitting 
member  onsted  upon  a  recount.  But  that  is 
a  question  of  mere  accidental  results,  not  a 
question  of  law.  In  a  number  of  cases  em- 
braced in  the  reports  of  contested  elections — 
among  others  in  the  case  of  Anderson  vs. 
Chrisman,  and  the  case  of  Sleeper  f».  Rice — 
the  rule  has  been  distinctly  recognized,  and 
those  cases  proceed  upon  the  ground  of  a 
recount  of  the  ballots,  with  the  view  of  ascer- 
taining the  trae  result  of  the  election  in  the 
respective  cases. 

fiut,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  line  of  argument  that 
assumes  that  the  only  ground  relied  upon  here 
on  the  part  of  the  contestant  is  the  recount  of 
the  ballots  in  the  several  precincts  is  based  on 
a  misconception  of  the  facts.  The  minority  do 
not  rely  alone  on  therecount  of  the  ballots  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  there  were  mistakes. 
The  fact  was  known,  and  is  proved  by  evidence 
independent  of  the  recount  of  the  ballots,  that 
there  were  mistakes.  And,  sir,  there  never 
would  have  been  a  recount  of  ballots  in  the 
precincts  of  Green,  Noble,  and  the  south  poll 
of  Richmond  if  it  had  not  been  ascertained 
before  the  recount  that  there  were  mistakes  in 
those  precincts. 

Now,  take  the  return  of  votes  at  Qreen 
township,  in  Wayne  county ;  and  I  invite  the 
attention  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  [Mr. 
p£KRT]  to  that  fact,  and  I  wish  to  hear  his 
answer.  Will  he  undertake  to  say  there  is 
not  evidence  of  mistake  in  the  official  return 
of  that  precinct  other  than  that  ascertained 
from  the  recount  of  the  ballots?  I  have  been 
associated  with  thi^t  gentleman  on  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections,  and  I  know  he  is  a  sound 
lawyer,  and  I  believe  him  to  be  a  conscien- 
tious man.  I  know  when  his  attention  is 
called  to  it  he  will  not  insist  before  the  House 
there  is  no  proof  of  mistake  except  on  the 
recount  of  the  ballots.  There  were  returned 
in  Green  township  129  votes  for  the  sitting 
member  and  70  votes  for  the  contestant,  which 
make  229  votes  for  the  candidates  for  Con- 
gress. 

Now,  is  it  not  in  proof  that  after  the  official 
returns  were  published  in  the  papers  they 
showed  there  were  229  votes  in  all  cast  at 
Green  township?  Was  it  not  known  by  the 
persons  who  conducted  the  election  that  the 
whole  number  of  votes  cast  for  candidates  for 
Congress  were  not  equal  to  the  whole  number 
of  votes  cast  at  that  poll  7  That  is  proved  in- 
dependently of  the  recount.  One  witness  tes- 
tifies that  from  three  to  five  votes  polled  at  that 
precinct  had  the  name  of  Mr«  Wilson  scratched 
off,  and  another  had  both  of  the  names  of 
the  candidates  on  it,  making  it  a  blank.  When 
the  returns  showed  the  vote  for  member  of 
Congress  was  equal  to  the  whole  vote  cast,  the 
inspector  of  the  election  called  the  attention 
of  one  of  the  clerks  to  the  fact  that  that  was  a 
mistake,  because  there  were  several  blanks, 
and  that  the  vote  for  the  candidates  for  Con- 
gress could  not  be  equal  to  the  whole  vote,  and 
therefore  must  be  a  mistake.  This  was  known 
beCore  the  recount,  but  after  the  recount  had 
been  made  it  was  found  that  the  recount  coin- 
cided exactly  with  the  facts  which  were  known 


before  it  took  place.  By  examining  the  gen- 
eral result,  and  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
scratched  ballots  at  the  time  they  made  the 
official  count  and  certified  to  it,  it  was  ascer- 
tained that  a  mistake  had  been  made. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Iowa  [Mr.  Mc- 
Crabt]  insists  there  was  not  sufficient  security 
that  the  ballot-boxes  had  not  been  tampered 
with.  They  were  in  the  hands  of  the  election 
officers  all  the  time.  Does  he  insist  there  was 
any  proof  that  they  had  been  tampered  with  ? 
I  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
charge  of  fraud  pro  or  con  on  either  side. 
There  is  no  intimation  that  the  election  offi- 
cers connected  with  this  election  in  making 
the  returns  were  untruthful  or  were  unworthy. 
There  has  been  no  attempt  to  show  that  there 
was  any  unfairness  in  the  counter  any  attempt 
to  interfere  or  tamper  with  the  ballot-boxes. 
But  they  say  to  the  House  and  infer  because 
it  was  possible,  because  it  might  have  been 
done,  that  therefore  it  was  done.  I  do  not 
understand  that  reasoning  is  to  be  adopted 
except  where  it  is  probable  that  the  tning 
itself  has  been  done.  Now,  there  is  not  a 
scintilla  of  evidence  anywhere  in  this  case 
that  the  ballot-boxes  have  been  tampered 
with,  or  that  they  were  in  the  hands  of  any 
one  else  than  those  who  were  entitled  to  have 
the  custody  of  them. 

Now,  Mr.  Speak  er,  I  think  I  have  demon- 
strated the  mistake  in  the  returns  of  the  votes 
cast  in  Greene  township  independently  of  the 
recount,  and  the  recount  is  but  confirmation 
of  facts  previously  known,  and  agrees  with 
them.  It  makes  a  case  as  strong  as  human 
testimony  can  make,  for  all  the  facts  agree 
and  converge  to  the  same  point.  It  is  alleged 
and  proved  that  4  votes  were  counted  for 
the  sitting  member  to  which  he  is  not  entitled, 
and  1  was  omitted  to  be  counted  for  the  sit- 
ting member  to  which  he  was  entitled,  making 
5  votes.  The  majority  refuse  to  correct  the 
mistake  as  to  these  6  votes  on  this  state  of 
proof. 

As  to  Noble  township,  I  am  utterly  at  loss 
to  know  on  what  ground  the  two  votes  given 
to  the  sitting  member  are  not  deducted  from 
the  official  return  by  the  majority. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  ARTHUR.  I  yield  ten  minutes  to  my 
colleague  on  the  committee,  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  [Mr.  Merrick.] 

Mr.  MERRICK.  It  is  matter  of  regret,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  there  should  be  difference  of 
opinion  in  a  quasi  judicial  body  such  as  the 
Committee  of  Elections.  But,  as  all  judicial 
bodies  are  liable  to  differences  of  opinion, 
they  must  refer  their  differences  to  the  ulti- 
mate appellate  tribunal  which  is  authorized 
finally  to  determine  upon  those  differences. 
And  I  assume  that  this  House,  sitting  in  this 
case  just  as  an^  other  high  judicial  oody  sits 
upon  any  judicial  question,  will  carefully  con- 
sider and  determine  the  right  of  the  matter, 
according  to  the  law  and  the  evidence,  which 
shall  be  determined. 

Now,  sir,  I  accept  as  the  rule  by  which  this 
case  is  to  be  determined  the  rule  heretofore 
laid  down  by  this  House,  and  adopted  as  the 
proper  rule  of  law  for  in<juiries  into  matters 
of  this  sort.  In  the  case  ot  Butler  vs.  Lehman, 
which  came  up  as  a  contested  case  from  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  the  right  to  make  a 
recount,  and  to  determine  the  case  according 
as  that  recount  should  turn  out,  was  fully  es- 
tablished ;  and  I  confine  myself  in  the  consid- 
eration of  this  case  to  the  rule  which  was  pre- 
scribed there.  I  read  from  page  868  of  the 
second  volume  of  Contested-Election  Cases, 
where  it  is  said : 

"  In  order  to  command  confidence  in  a  recount  of 
these  ballots,  it  is  necessary  for  the  contestant,  firsL 
to  establish  the  identity  of  the  ballot-boxes,  and 
secondly,  to  show  that  these  boxes  .have  been  so 
kept  as  to  rebut  any  reasonable  presamption  that 
they  have  been  tampered  with." 

That  is  the  rule,  and  I  expect  that  rule  is 
the'  proper  one  for  the  guidance  of  this  House 
in  tne  aetermination  of  this  case.     I  confine 


myself,  then,  under  that  rule  to  the  ii.q.> 
to  the  proper  and  reliable  recount  in  > 
the  precincts  which  are  ia  conirovers} . 
case:  and  as  this  Hoaae  shall  deters... 
weight  of  the  evidence  as  applicable  r^ 
two  precincts,  so  will  they  determine  •!• . 
the  contestant  is  entitled  to  the  seat «: 
claims  at  the  hands  of  this  Hoa«e.    I  r- 
the  recount  at  the  south  poll  of  Wajo- . 
ship,  Wayne  county,  aad  the  recount  a  0--- 
township,  Wayne  county. 

In  the  township  of  Greene,  Wayne c. 
there  was  an  error  of  5  votes  ss  ag^i:- 
contestant.     When  was  that  ascert^iiiitru 
it  asoertuned  under  circttmstanceji  prr 
the  idea  of  any  fraud  or  combinauoo  l:  . 
thought  in  the  ascertaiuing  of  thaterrcr.  . 
reference  to  the  printed  testinxooy  is  tLu  . 
to  be  found  on  page  14,  it  is  shown  tLs.  . 
nolds,  who  was  one  of  the  clerks  of  iL-/  - 
tion  precinct,  and  was    himself  a  m'^-.  • 
the  Republican  party,  the  very  nex:  ~  - 
afVer  the  count  was  mskde  stated  pub..     . 
there  was  an  error  in  the  official  retar;  -   . 
he  stated  it  from   these  premises:  il^ 
whole  number  of  votes  cast  at  tb&t  j  - 
was  229;  that  he  had  personal  kDO%.e  . 
the  fact  at  the  time  the  ballots  were  c^ 
that  some  of  the  parties  Toting  at  thai  -  - 
did  not  vote  for  members  of  CoDgTt^• 
yet  the  aggregate  of  the  vote  as  pubi.'  - 
members  of  Congress   amoanted  to  .. 
whole  number  of  the  TOtes  cast  in  'r- 
cinct     If  some  of  the  Toters  did  lu* 
members  of  Congress  of  necessity,  ih-- 
an  error  in  the  published  counL 

Thus  the  knowledge  was  derived  imB  i 
from   a   Republican   officer  of  the  • 
CO  instanti  Uiat  there  had  been  an  er^:  - 
CQfnputation  of  the  votes  for  member?  ' 
sress  in  that  precinct   on   the  oi/b: 
The  House  then  perceives  that  the  i^^  >« 
of  the  error  existed  in  the  naiods  of  m^  • 
predilections  induced  theoi  to  refuse  :-^  ■ 
that  there  had  been  such  aa  error,  aci: 
there  was  a  possibiliiy  to  make  any  cc- 
tion  to  concert  any  such  result  as  *. 
which  we  now  contend;  and  the  oibt: 
who  was  a  Democrat,  came  to  the  tts.' 
elusion,  and  for  the  same  reason.    Thr 
notified  Mr.  Pitts,  who   was  the  irs/r* 
that  election,  and  who  was  himseit'  &  . 
lican,  of  the  fact  that  they  believed  in' 
premises  that  this   miscount   had  ct.r 
and  then  Mr.  Piits,  the  Republicao  n: - 
of  that  precinct,  himself  took  the  ti 
poll- books,  and  the  tally-sheets ;  thtj  '- 
confided  to  his  custody,  and  remainr:. 
legal  custody  properly  locked  ap  aaa  ; 
cared  for.    He  took  possession  the  s^i* 
of  the  ballots,  the  poll- books,  and  i^t 
sheets,  and  got  the  ballot-box  the  a? 
from  the  Republican  clerk,  Heynoldi.  •- 
the  hands  of  his  sister,  Kate   Rer^  %. 
was  as  good  a  Republtcan  and  hooe^*  * 
as  he  was  a  good  Kepublican  and  hones, 
therefore  precluding  any   reasonabie 
hension,  according  to  the  rule  whicL  ' 
read  as  the  proper  rule  for  the  g&i^* 
this  House,  any  reasonable  ground  u  * 
that  the   ballots    had   been    tampers.  * 
Then  this  Mr.  Pitts   himself,    a  &:;> 
inspector  and   an  official  of  that   c> : 
ity,    a  trustee   and    a    respectable   s^ 
man  of  veracity  and  integriiy,  m&it 
self  a    recount    of   those     ballots    u* 
his  possession,  with  all    the   checks 
ballot-boxes  and  tall^-sheets,  all  tbrr» 
wise  under  his  exclusive  custody  and  c 
and  from  that  recount  he  asceriaic^- 
swears  to  the  fact  that  there  was  a  ebu>" 
five  votes  as  against  the   contesti^-'t 
alone,  that  by  itself,  without  going  ir 
thing  else,  would  give  to  the  coDtes:aa> 
cause  a  majority  of  one.     Is  it  not  pr^*.- 
there  should  be  recounts  and  cott^^ 
the  ballots?    Is  it  necessary  that  the-r 
be  an  official  recount  ?    This  recount  n.    | 
by  a  man  who  was  himself  an  official,  t   • 
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]eposes  ander  oath  before  the  officer  who  took 
he  testimony  in  this  cause  under  the  act  of 
1851  providing  for  contesting  elections ;  he 
limself  makes  the  deposition  here  before  you 
hat  he  did  make  this  recount  and  ascertained 
he  error  in  conformity  with  the  suspicion 
^hicb  followed  upon  the  fact,  and  followed 
ipon  it  too  rapidly  to  have  been  the  result 
)t'  any  combination  by  interested  or  wicked 
)arties. 

Now,  it  is  to  be  borne  in  mind  further  than 
his,  when  they  talk  about  the  possibility  of 
rrors,  that  the  laws  of  Indiana  regulating 
lections  make  such  provisions  that  he  must 
16  indeed  a  reckless  and  daring  man  who  will 
entare  to  tamper  with  the  baflots  or  to  make 
ubstitutions  therefor,  because  the  provisions 
»f  the  law  of  Indiana  provide  so  many  checks 
lid  means  of  identifying  the  ballots  of  indi- 
iduals  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  any 
oan  to  perpetrate  frauds.  The  laws  of  Indiana 
equire  that  there  shall  be  poll- books  kept  and 
ally -books  kept.  Upon  each  ballot  a  mark 
3  made  by  the  judge  of  elections,  the  number 
orresponding  to  the  name  of  the  voter  upon 
he  tally- list,  and  the  judge  of  election  number 
pou  the  tally-list  is  put  upon  his  ballot  so  that 
lis  ballot  can  be  identified,  and  men  are  at 
land  in  presence  of  a  jealous  public  always  to 
etect  and  convict  frauds,  if  any  such  are 
lade,  by  the  abstraction  of  ballots  and  the 
ubstitution  of  others.  The  result  is  that  it  is 
ao rally  impossible  for  any  man  to  tamper  with 
he  ballots  in  Indiana,  because  they  are  all 
larked  with  numbers  corresponding  with  the 
umbers  placed  before  the  names  of  the  men 
rho  voted,  and  if  fraud  is  perpetrated,  the 
leans  of  detection  are  instantly  at  hand  to 
etect  and  punish  that  fraud. 

So  again,  sir,  with  regard  to  the  south  town- 
hip  in  Wayne  county,  there  was  a  mistake  of 
welve  ballots  against  the  contestant  and  one 
gainst  the  contestee,  making  the  contestant's 
lajority  at  that  poll  swell  to  eleven  more  over 
le  coutestee  than  it  was,  making  a  majority 
f  sixteen.  If  you  balance  that  against  the 
Bturn  of  the  majority  for  the  sitting  member 

gives  to  the  contestant  twelve  majority,  prov- 
)g  substantially  and  conclusively  that  in  favor 
f  the  contestant  which  entitles  him  to  a  seat 
pon  this  floor.  How  was  it?  There  was  no 
Iter- thought.  Why,  a  report  was  current 
lat  there  had  been  a  mistake  from  an  unoffi- 
ial  count  made  before  the  regular  count  on 
le  afternoon  of  the  election.  The  week  after 
lat,  when-  the  official  count  was  published  in 
le  papers,  it  was  found  out  that  the  official 
sunt  came  twenty-two  short.  At  once  public 
Ltention  was  directed'  to  the  fact  that  there 
»d  been  an  error  in  the  count,  and  then  the 
OBcers  of  election  did  open  the  ballot-box 
tid  made  up  a  recount  from  the  ballots  actu- 
ly  cast. 

In  this  township  also  there  was  the  same 
rotection  against  the  possibility  of  substi- 
ttes  or  frauds  existing  as  existed  in  regard 
» the  one  I  have  referred  to.  This  subsequent 
)unt  was  made  by  Mr.  Young,  one  ot  the 
erks  of  the  election  who  had  counted  the 
>tes  in  the  first  instance,  and  by  Mr.  Scott, 
lairman  of  the  Democratic  central  com- 
ittee  in  that  part  of  the  country.  Both  of 
lese  gentlemen  are  proved  by  the  testimony 
I  this  case  to  have  been  men  of  high  charac- 
T,  men  whose  honor  and  word  would  be 
usted,  and  these  men  both  depose  under 
ith  before  the  officer  taking  this  testimony, 
lat  they  made  this  recount  and  ascertained 
le  result.  Will  it  be  said,  therefore,  that  you 
mnot  by  parole  testimony  go  behind  an 
£cial  count.     If  you  cannot,  why  then,  there 

no  use  in  having  even  a  contest  before  this 
3dy  *,  but  if  you  may  go  behind  an  official 
>uiit  and  establish  it  by  testimony,  and  if 
tie  and  justice  are  satisfied  by  establishing  it 
J  such  testimony,  which  must  convince  the 
ind  of  any  dispassionate  man  of  the  truth 
'  it  bj  that  nrhich  was  testified  to  by  the  wit- 


nesses, then  I  sa^  in  that  case  the  contestant 
has  made  the  voW  measure  of  the  rule  laid 
down  in  the  case  of  Butler  t».  Lehman,  fiom 
Pennsylvania;  he  has  excluded  any  reason- 
able ground  to  believe  that  there  was  any  tarn- 
perini^  with  these  ballot* boxes.  They  have 
established  to  the  reasonable  and  more  than 
reasonable  satisfaction  of  any  reasonable  mind 
that  the  recount  was  lawfully  and  justly  made, 
and  give  their  result. 

But  beyond  that,  sir,  another  recount  was 
made  of  these  ballots  when  recommitted  to  the 
custody  of  the  officers  having  charge  of  them 
pending  this  contest,  during  me  recess  between 
the  commencement  of  the  testimony  of  wit- 
nesses and  closing  it.  That  recount  was  made 
in  the  presence  of  Scott,  Young,  and  others, 
and  these  men  swear  that  that  recount  corre- 
sponded with  the  first  recount  which  I  have 
already  mentioned  as  being  made  by  Young 
and  Scott. 

And  it  was  made  not  merely  by  the  friends 
of  the  contestant,  but  it  was  made  by  men 
taken  equally  from  both  parties,  two  men  of 
the  Radical  party,  and  two  men  from  the  Dem- 
ocratic p&rty,  watching  each  other,'  having 
opportunities,  and  the  will  and  purpose  and 
courage  to  correct  each  other,  if  either  should 
be  ao  far  lost  to  all  sense  of  honesty  and  right 
as  to  endeavor  to  perpetrate  a  wrong,  and 
cause  a  man  to  be  returned  to  Congress  who 
was  not  really  elected  by  the  majority  of  the 
people  in  that  precinct  having  the  right  to 
vote  for  a  member  of  Congress.  All  of  ^hose 
men  testify  to  and  explain  the  reason  why  this 
recount  was  demanded.  It  was  demanded,  as 
they  say,  the  moment  the  official  statement 
was  made  in  the  newspapers,  and  they  had 
knowledge  that  that  official  statement  thus 
published  did  not  correspond  with  that  which 
they  had  previously  believed  was  the  fact  and 
the  truth  m  the  case.  But  obtaining  the  bal- 
lots from  the  proper  custodian,  having  the  poll- 
list  and  tally-sheets,  and  every  means  of  cor- 
recting and  verifying  the  truth  of  what  they 
say  they  ascertained,  the  result  which  the  con- 
testant now  claims  at  your  hands  shall  be  a 
just  cause  of  giving  him  a  seat  in  this  House. 

It  makes  no  odds  whether  the  majority  was 
five,  ten,  or  fifteen.  So  sacred  is  the  right  of 
the  majority  that  a  majority  of  one  is  to  have 
its  force  and  weight  in  law  as  well  as  a  major- 
ity of  five  thousand.  Here  it  is  claimed  that 
a  majority  of  twelve  or  fifteen  is  made  out. 

[Here  the  hammer  fell.] 

Mr.  MERRICK.  I  regret  that  time  does 
not  allow  us  to  press  this  argument,  and  refer 
in  detail  to  the  testimony  before  this  House  so 
as  to  satisfy  the  miifds  of  the  majority  of  the 
House,  as  the  minds  of  the  minority  of  the 
committee  have  been  satisfied,  beyond  all  per- 
adventure,  that  according  to  law  and  right  and 
justice,  and  the  weightof  the  testimony  soberly 
and  fairly  and  frankly  considered,  the  con- 
testant is  entitled  to  be  admitted  to  his  seat, 
as  the  minority  of  the  Committee  of  Elections 
have  reported  in  favor  of. 

Mr.  ARTHUR.  I  now  yield  the  remainder 
of  my  time  to  Mr.  Gooding,  the  contestant  in 
this  case. 

Mr.  GOODING  (the  contestant)  addressed 
the  House  in  remarxs  which  will  be  published 
in  the  Appendix. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  move  the  pre- 
vious question  on  the  resolution. 

The  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  ordered. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  yield  ten  minutes 
to  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Hoar.] 

Mr.  HOAR.  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  not  my 
intention  to  address  the  House  on  the  ques- 
tions of  fact  which  this  case  presents.  1  de- 
sire simply  to  call  their  attention  to  the  fact 
that  in  the  numerous  precedents  where  it  has 
been  stated  in  the  reports  of  the  Committee  of 
Elections  that  it  is  competent  to  gO  behind 
the  official  count  for  an  election  to  Congress, 


and  act  upon  the  results  of  a  subsec^uent  un- 
official count,  there  is  no  instance  in  which 
the  House  has  done  it. 

In  one  or  two  cases,  especially  in  the  case 
of  Butler  v$,  Lehman,  where  the  committee 
recommended  that  it  should  be  done,  the 
House  refused  to  concur  in  the  recommend- 
ation of  the  committee. 

Two  cases  have  been  referred  to  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  ^Mr.  Arthur  :]  one, 
the  case  of  Sleeper  va.  Rice,  which  was  a  case 
that  came  from  Massachusetts  ;  and  the  other 
was  the  case  of  Chrisman  vs.  Anderson,  which 
came  from  Kentucky,  the  gentleman's  own 
State.  The  case  of  Sleeper  V9,  Rice  was  a  case 
in  the  city  of  Boston,  under  a  law  whicb  ex- 
pressly provides  for  a  second  careful  recount 
of  the  votes.  The  law  of  Massachusetts  then 
required  and  now  requires  that  the  certificate 
should  be  held  for  a  period  of  ten  days,  within 
which  time  it  is  made  lawful  for  the  election 
officers  to  make  an  amended  return,  and  the 
question  before  the  House  was  whether  the 
amended  return,  which  by  the  Massachusetts 
law  is  the  final  authentic  evidence  of  the  result 
of  the  election,  should  be  received  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  original  return,  it  being  proved 
that  that  amended  return  was  in  accordance 
with  the  facts,  and  supported  by  the  result  of 
the  recount. 

In  the.  case  of  Chrisman  vs,  Anderson,  the 
right  of  the  sitting  member  to  his  seat  was 
confirmed.  All  that  appears  in  that  case  is 
that  the  majority  of  the  committee  making 
the  report  in  his  favor,  agreeing  with  the  State 
board  of  canvassers  of  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
that  certain  returns  should  be  rejected  alto- 
gether, examined  the  returns,  examined  the 
evidence  of  the  result  of  a  recount,  and  found 
that  that  would  also  bring  the  House  to  a  like 
result. 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  committee  in  this 
case  have  proceeded  upon  a  very  simple,  but 
what  they  regard  as  a  very  important  rule  of 
public  policy.  The  House  will  remember  that 
this  is  a  rule  which,  if  adopted  in  this  case,  is 
to  be  held  up  to  the  people  as  binding  on  this 
body  in  all  like  cases.  We  are  asked  by  the 
minority  to  declare  by  our  vote  here  to-day 
that  in  despite  of  the  official  returns  and  the 
official  recount,  whenever  hereafter  men  shall 
come  together,  three  weeks  after  the  election, 
knowing  precisely  what  is  wanted  to  change 
the  officially  declared  result,  and  in  the  inter- 
val the  ballot-boxes  shall  have  been  kept  as 
they  have  been  kept  in  the  interval  in  this 
case,  the  officially  declared  result  may  be 
set  aside.  Upon  that  rAle  may  depend,  not 
only  the  right  of  a  particular  Representative  to 
his  seat,  important  and  interesiiug  as  that 
right  has  always  been  and  always  will  be  held, 
but  upon  it  may  depend,  and  it  may  be  known 
at  the  time  that  upon  it  may  depend  the  political 
complexion  of  a  State  in  this  House,  the  vote  of 
that  State  in  this  House  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  final  determination  of 
the  political  power  of  this  country  for  four 
years. 

Now,  is  this  House  willing  to  say  that  when- 
ever a  suspicion  arises  as  to  the  correctness 
of  the  original  count,  a  ballot-box  kept  in  a 
bar-room  for  three  weeks,  that  has  been  twice 
found  unlocked,  although  left  locked  by  the 
man  in  whose  custody  it  has  been  kept;  that 
after  the  expiration  of  those  three  weeks  the 
ballots  contained  in  that  box  shall  be  taken 
out  and  counted  anew,  and  if  it  turns  out  that 
the  landlord  of  the  tavern  is  a  Republican,  and 
his  daughter,  the  bar-maid,  is  a  Republican 
also 

Mr.  GOODING,  (the  contestant.)  It  was 
there  only  one  night. 

Mr.  HOAR.  It  makes  no  difference,  for 
the  purpose  of  my  point,  whether  it  was  there 
twelve  hours  or  twelve  days.  Now,  I  do  not 
claim  that  there  is  any  evidence  here  that 
when  that  bar-room  was  lefl  alone  in  the  day- 
time, or  when  it  was  lefl  alone  in  the  night. 
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any  person  entered  it,  opened  that  box,  and 
snbstitated  other  nnmbered  ballots  for  th^ 
ballots  which  it  contained.  All  I  have  to  say 
is  that  an  adroitness  less  than  that  praciiced 
for  a  less  important  purpose  in  many  and 
ordinary  cases  of  crime,  robbery,  burglary,  and 
forgery,  could  easily  accomplish  that  result. 
Now,  we  know  bow  eager,  how  unscrupulous, 
how  adroit  in  many  instances  are  the  means 
which  are  used  to  affect  political  contests. 
It  is  not  a  question  whether  it  is  proved 
that  the  friends  of  this  very  respectable  and 
very  able  gentleman  who  claims  this  seat 
did  or  were  capable  of  doing  such  a  thing. 
The  question  is  whether  you  are  willing  to 
turn  out  a  sitting  member  from  this  House 
whenever  hereafter  in  any  district  of  the  coun- 
try any  member  may  be  able  to  do  such  a 
thing,  and  may  have  been  able  to  do  it  without 
detection.  The  interests  of  the  sitting  mem- 
ber and  of  the  contestant  disappear  before  a 
question  like  this,  which  involves  the  interest 
of  the  American  people  in  the  establishment 
and  maintenance  of  a  strict,  wise,  and  safe 
rule  of  public  policy.  It  is  not  merely  a  ques- 
tion whether  tne  recount  was  correct ;  it  is  a 
question  whether  you  know  and  are  sure  that 
uie  thing  counted  upon  the  recount  was  the 
same  thing  that  was  counted,  or  which  should 
have  been  counted,  at  the  time  the  original 
count  was  made. 

Mr.  Speaker,  around  the  original  count  the 
law  throws  every  possible  salegnard.  It  is 
made  by  members  of  both  parties.  It  is 
made  in  the  presence  of  an  eager,  watchful, 
anxious  public.  It  is  made  by  men  acting 
under  oath  and  responsible  to  the  penal  law 
for  any  violation  of  duty.  On  the  other  hand 
a  recount  is  made  by  men  in  private,  not  under 
oath,  under  re8()onsibiiity  to  no  law.  and  under 
ihe  accountability  of  no  ofBcial  duty.  The 
committee  did  not  deem  it  safe,  this  House  has 
never  deemed  it  safe,  in  these  cases  where 
great  questions  are  dependent  on  the  result, 
to  substitute  the  unofficial  recount  for  the 
official  and  lawful  account. 

Mr.  McGORMIGK,  of  Missouri.  Did  not 
these  men  swear  that  the  recount  was  a  cor- 
rect one? 

Mr.  HOAR.  But  the  recount  was  made 
three  weeks  after  the  election,  when  it  was 
known  how  many  votes  were  needed  to  change 
the  result. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  I  now  yield  to  my 
colleague  on  the  committee,  the  gentleman 
from  Wisconsin,  [Mr.  Hazeltok.] 

Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  Wisconsin.  Itisutterly 
impossible,  Mr.  Speaker,  in  the  course  of  ten 
minutes,  to  go  into  anything  like  a  systematic 
argument  of  the  questions  presented  by  such  a 
case  as  this ;  and  I  shall  not  attempt  to  do  so. 
1  may  say  that  the  case  presented  by  the  con- 
testant to  the  committee  and  the  House  claims 
a  mistake  in  the  official  canvass  at  the  Greene 
township  poll  of  6  votes ;  at  the  Center  town- 
ship poll  of  2  votes ;  at  the  Noble  township 
poll  of  2  votes;  and  at  the  south  poll  of  Wayne 
township,  Wayne  county,  11  votes;  making  a 
total  of  20  votes.  The  contestant  also  claims 
that  some  85  illegal  votes  were  cast  for  the 
sitting  member  at  different  votins  precincts. 

As  a  matter  of  course  the  evidence  bearing 
upon  these  questions  covers  a  good  deal  of 
ground,  and  has  required  at  the  bands  of  the 
committee  a  somewhat  protracted  investiga- 
tion. The  sitting  member,  on  the  other  band, 
does  not  claim  the  benefit  of  alleged  mistakes 
in  the  official  canvass,  but  that  some  28  illegal 
votes  were  cast  for  the  contestant.  In  exam- 
ining the  evidence  bearing  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  illegal  votes  claimed  to  have  been 
cast  for  the  contestant  and  for  the  sitting 
member  I  desire  to  say  emphatically  and  dis- 
tinctly that  in  my  Judgment  the  case  as  made 
by  the  contestant  fails  utterly  to  establish  the 
polling  of  illegal  votes  for  the  sitting  member, 
except  in  four  instances  of  which  I  give  the 
contestant  the  benefit.     I  challenge  any  fair- 


minded,  candid  man  to  point  out  in  the  whole 
85  alleged  illegal  votes  cast  for  the  sitting 
member  more  than  4  votes  which  he  shall  say 
are*  proved  to  have  been  illegal. 

From  the  examination  which  I  made  and 
upon  the  best  judgment  I  could  give  to  the 
question,  I  determined  that  there  were  9  ille- 
gal votes  proved  by  the  sitting  member  to 
have  been  cast  for  the  contestant.  These 
added  to  the  official  majority  upon  which  the 
certificate  was  awarded  give  him  a  majority 
of  18  votes. 

Now,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  this  proposition :  giving  the  contest- 
ant the  benent  of  the  mistake  of  5  votes, 
which  he  claims  to  have  occurred  at  the  Greene 
township  poll,  giving  him  the  benefit  of  the 
mistake  which  he  claims  to  have  established 
by  the  exhibition  of  the  tally  sheet  at  Noble 
township  poll,  the  contestant  is  still  short  of 
votes  enough  to  overcome  the  majority  proved 
on  behalf  of  the  sitting  member.  Allow  him 
the  benefit  of  the  mistake  of  2  votes  at  Center 
township,  and  he  would  still  only  tie  the 
majority  of  the  sitting  member ;  and  I  do  not 
unaerstand  the  minority  of  the  committee  to 
claim  with  any  degree  of  tenacity  that  the 
mistake  ought  to  be  allowed  at  Centre  town- 
ship, as  claimed  by  the  contestant. 

Upon  this  theory  the  whole  question  in  this 
case  turns  upon  whether  there  was  or  was  not 
a  mistake,  as  alleged  by  the  contestant,  at  the 
south  poll  of  Wayne  township,  Wayne  county. 
Now,  sir,  let  me  call  attention  very  briefly  to 
a  few  facts  bearing  upon  this  question,  and 
then  if  my  time  will  allow  I  shall  ask  the 
House  to  listen  to  a  short  extract  from  the 
testimony  of  one  of  the  inspectors  of  that  elec- 
tion poll,  which,  as  it  seems  to  me,  places  this 
whole  contest,  so  far  as  this  south  poll  is  con- 
cerned, beyond  a  reasonable  question. 

It  will  appear  that  on  the  Saturday  two 
weeks  and  four  days  after  the  election  had 
occurred — after  the  Democratic  central  com- 
mittee had  held  a  meeting  and  resolved  to 
make  the  contest — two  of  the  partisan  friends 
of  the  contestant,  Scott  and  loung,  made  an 
examination  of  the  ballots  at  the  south  poll 
of  Wayne  township.  The  count  which  they 
made  differed  both  from  the  official  canvass 
i&nd  from  the  informal  canvass  made  before 
the  official  canvass.  On  the  Monday  follow- 
ing another  count  was  made,  at  which  were 
present  friends  of  both  candidates. 

At  this  canvass,  made  on  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing, it  was  discovered  that  some  of  the 
ballots  had  been  torn  from  the  string  upon 
which  they  had  been  strung  after  the  official 
canvass,  and  before  this  recount,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  parties  then  present  was  called  to  the 
fact,  ana  no  explanation  was  given  or  has  ever 
been  given.  An  examination  of  the  testimony 
shows  another  thing,  and  it  is  rather  extraor- 
dinary, and  challenges  the  attention  of  the 
House. 

The  tally-sheet  which  was  used  in  the  offi- 
cial canvass,  which  the  law  requires  shall  be 
kept  by  one  of  the  inspectors  of  the  electron, 
and  which  was  put  with  the  ballots,  somehow 
or  other  disappeared  after  the  official  canvass 
and  before  the  testimony  was  taken,  and  no 
one  has  ever  been  able  to  tell  what  has  become 
of  it. 

Mr.  GOODING,  (the  contestant.)  That 
was  after  the  official  recount. 

Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  Wisconsin.  That 
makes  no  difference.  This  tally-sheet  used 
during  the  time  the  official  canvass  was  made, 
which  is  proof  that  any  court  of  justice  would 
require  to  be  produced  in  making  a  thorough 
investigation,  which  is  a  part  of  the  evidence 
to  be  examined,  somehow  disappeared  and 
was  not  produced  at  the  time  the  testimony 
was  taken  before  the  commissioner,  and,  as 
stated  by  the  witness,  Parry,  could  not  be 
found.  Who  took  these  tally  sheets?  Who 
removed  them  7 

What  is  the  testimony  bearing  on  the  ques- 


tion whether  these  ballots  counted  sos^ '. 
weeks  after  the  official  canvass  were  tb«  . 
tical  ballots  on  which  the  ofBcial  conv.  i 
predicated?    It  appears  by  thetestis^r; 
William  Parry,  a  most  respectable  viiDt>- 
old  citizen  of  the  county,  awitcetf  pr;.. 
by  the  contestant,  whose  testimony  &  . 
seeks  to  gainsay,  so  fietr  as  its  crdib:]  - 
concerned-— it  appears  by  bis  testiaotj  . 
the  ballot-box  was  placed  in  the  Wnu 
a  building  used  by  the  public  and  bj  iti:  7 
ness ;    that  the  ballot-box  wu  placed  'b- 
upon  the  open  floor ;  that  the  key  «&?  h . 
unlocked  desk  in  the  same  room;  tki;:- 
were    three   unfastened    windows  ccxi. 
eating  with    that   room;    that  the  c.:'i 
leading  to  it  could   be  approaclied  b;  i  ' 
one   without  serious    difficaltj  and  r.  . 
attrficting  attention  in  the  night  s««so2.  &. 
even   in  the  day* time;    that  thi«  baitu; !  : 
with  these  ballots,  was  left  in  this  roii : 
nearly  three  weeks  between  the  official  a:-, 
and  the  recount ;    that  the  ballou  bad  >•. 
meanwhile  handled  and  torn  bj  somclviy 
and  yet  it  is  now  claimed  that  the  rer-:. 
should  be  adopted  by  the  Hoase  as  a  ruk 
tute  for  the  official  canvass.    Coald  a  i  - 
dangerous  and  unwarrantable  propooiii::  ■ 
submitted  to  the  House? 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Speaker.- 
a  few  words  have  transpired  in  thU  d^i- 
which  I  regret.  I  do  not  regret  the  rt::*! 
of  the  gentleman  from  KentQck7,[Xr.A: 
THUR,]  that  the  evidence  in  this  case  « - 
convince  any  fair,  honest  mind,  beca.^: 
assume  he  did  not  mean  to  aaj  tbat  we  u 
differ  from  him  do  not  differ  from  faim  hj' 
and  honestly.  I  assume  it  was  bis  pc-:  >^ 
to  say  it  would  convince  any  fair  aod  ..■- 
mind  exactly  like  his,  and  he meaoi ocu'- 

The  contestant,  however,  telU  us  be  ts^.^ 
he  is  entitled  to  the  seat,  and  tbe  con  tt  f- 
who  does  not  choose  to  speak  in  tbia :»-. 
knows  he  is  not  elected :  and  The  coD^e^'<^ 
says  for  himself  he  would  scoro  toocccpj* 
seat  here  unless  elected  by  a  majority  cf  >ri<^ 
votes.  This  imnoses  upon  me  a  oeces!  ?  • 
explain  briefly  now  very  conscieDiioa:  -t 
contestant  is,  a  topic  to  which  I  didnor^*.*- 
to  allude,  if  he  had  been  more  modes  t- 
more  respectful  to  the  House. 

W^hen  he  served  his  notice  on  ibe  cc'-us* 
he  notified  him  that,  one  point  was  the  el«wv. 
officers  of  several  of  the  precincts  wbm  "' 
coutestee  had  a  majority  of  votes  were  3»-^ 
thorized,  not  having  the  qualifications  rwifi -• 
by  law,  which  he  claimed  would  eiciuce  * 
votes  of  those  precincts.  He  had  that  mudf  ■ 
scientiousness  then .  The  contestee  mrow  -; ' 
him  and  notified  him  thatexteosireiyta^' (* 
out  the  precincts  where  the  contestant  bad  1 2^ 
jority  the  same  diflSculiy  existed,  and  be  »v. . 
insist  upon  the  point  also.  The  commiiW'*-- 
I  believe  all  who  examined  it,  believed  u*i 
this  point  was  austained  in  favor  of  eitte-  s 
them  it  would  decide  the  case  clearly  id 'i^' 
of  the  contestee  and  ajpainst  the  conie^*^ 
Seeing  this  state  of  affairs  the  cont^'^'  - 
seized  with  a  cramp  of  conscience  aod  cv3^ 
in  here  and  tells  the  House  he  wo^W  ^':' 
take  the  seat  unless  by  a  m^orityofuie'  '^ 

fairly  cast.  ir  c    '.1 

Let  me  advert  to  another  point,  Mr.  ^f«»»' 
In  the  west  precinct  of  Hendricks  towcs:^ 
Shelby  county,  the  poll-lists  were  fo^  «^-;;: 
there  by  any  officer,'  and  the  ballot-box « 
not  kept  at  all  by  any  officer,  hot  was  '^i- 
the  house  of  a  farmer.    At  that  poll  ibc  >  ^ 
tesUnt  received,  as  the  papers  indicate,  e-«;|^ 
nine   majority,  which  were  counted  i^'^^ 
in  certifying  the  seat  for  the  cootcstM,  •    • 
neither  was  the  ballot-box  kept  ^,^^^^'^, 
law,  nor  were  these  papers  certified  oj 
officer,  nor  are  the  ballots  produced  r.  -• 
we  can  judge  of  them.     I  know  cf  so  r 
of  judgment  by  which  lean  hold  tbsttbeTj^^; 
of  this  poU  should  not  be  cast  ou^  wd » -;;. 
were  cast  out  w©  might  give  the  coot^ 
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tverytbing  else  that  he  claims,  and  it  would 
bow  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  here. 

Taking  the  contestant,  however,  br  his  pro- 
essionSf  and  endeavoring  *to  follow  him  upon 
he  merits  without  raising  upon  him  technical 
[uestions,  the  majority  of  the  committee  chose 
0  rest  their  decision  upon  the  naked  merits 
without  reference  to  these  technical  questions, 
^erhaps  we  erred.  Perhaps  we  never  should 
Lave  investigated  those  questions  of  fact,  be- 
;ause  the  case  is  clearly  with  the  contestee,  in 
oy  judgment,  upon  the  last  point  which  1  have 
aeutioned.  But  we  did  follow,  and  the  report 
rhich  was  filed  by  the  majority  is  based  upon 
rbat  we  conceived  to  be  the  merits  as  to  the 
'Dies  actually  cast. 

The  contestant  says  that  mistakes  were  made 
n  four  precincts :  in  Green  township,  Wayne 
;ounty  :  in  the  south  precinct  of  Wayne  town- 
hip,  Wayne  county ;  in  Noble  township,  Rush 
;ouDty;  and  in  Centre  township,  Hancock  coun- 
y.  Ue  says  that  mistakes  were  made  against 
lim  in  these  four  precincts.  Let  me  consider 
hat  for  a  moment,  and  only  for  a  moment ;  for 
;entlemen  will  understand  that  in  abbre- 
viating this  debate  we  cannot  dwell  at  length 
ipon  the  details  of  the  case.  In  the  precinct 
if  Qreen  township  after  the  votes  had  been 
tounted  and  the  ballot-box  closed  it  was  not  kept 
)y  the  inspector,  but  was  left  with  one  of  the 
!lerks  who  kept  the  hotel  where  the  election 
vas  held.  How  or  where  it  was  kept  we  are  toid 
)y  the  inspector,  who  is  the  only  witness,  I  be- 
ieve,  as  to  that.  At  all  events  there  is  no 
)De  to  contradict  him.  He  went  there  after  a 
apse  of  twelve  hours,  and  then  the  sister  of 
he  clerk  found  that  box  in  the  corner  of  the 
)ar-room,  and  brought  it  to  him.  When  tak- 
ng  that  box  home  he  found  it  was  insecurely 
ocked.  Whether  it  opened  on  the  way,  he 
lid  not  distinctly  state.  But  when  he  got  it 
lome  he  put  it  in  the  family  bed-room,  and 
here  it  remained  three  weeks  before  this 
-econnt  was  made.  They  were  a  family  of 
'fiends.  He  testifies  that  his  house  was  left 
inlocked ;  that  their  custom  was  to  go  to  the 
friends'  meeting  twice  every  week,  and  when 
hey  did  so  they  left  the  house  unlocked,  and 
eft  it  wholly  by  itself*  and  that  that  fiict  wa^ 
generally  known  in  the  neighborhood  ;  that  he 
liscovered  while  keeping  this  box  that  it  was 
to  insecurely  locked  that  a  jolt  would  open  it, 
md  that  he  discovered  twice  that  it  bad  befen 
)pened.  It  was  opened  twice.  The  fact  that 
le  discovered  that  it  was  opened  shows  that  it 
lad  been  roughly  handled  by  somebody,  or  that 
t  had  been  unlocked  and  left  open  by  sontie- 
!>ody.  During  three  weeks  with  the  box  in 
.hat  situation  it  was  open,  to  be  tampered  with 
>y  my  friend  the  contestant,  if  he  had  been 
ess  conscientious  than  he  has  shown  himself 
:obe,  or  by  his  friends,  if  they  were  not  strictly 
conscientious.  It  was  open  to  theni  as  to  the 
public  at  large.  There  was  no  difficulty  about 
t,  and  the  fact  that  it  was  twice  found  open 
shows  that  somebody  had  been  there. 

Then  after  the  box  had  been  three  weeks  in 
;hat  situation  they  undertook  to  get  up  a  re- 
count, and  they  got  Mr.  Pitts  partially  to 
kgree ;  but  he  finally  concluded  that  that  was 
lot  the  right  mode  of  procedure,  and  he  made 
vhat  he  says  was  a  careful  recount  himself. 
Bat  he  did  not  remember  what  the  result  was. 
Be  cannot  state  what  it  was.  But  the  con- 
testant brings  his  three  friends  to  testify  that 
^his  man  told  them  that  it  counted  as  they 
vant  to  have  it  count:  that  is,  as  they  now 
:laim  the  count  shoula  be.  He  cannot  tell, 
)ut  these  friends  testify  that  be  told  them  so, 
md  be  says  that  he  told  them  the  truth. 

But  what  more?  He  is  asked  if  he  knows 
hat*  these  are  the  votes ;  be  says  he  cannot 
lay,  because  the  box  which  was  kept  by  him 
nras  not  guarded,  and  might  have  been  tam- 
;»ered  with.  What  farther  does  he  say?  He 
lays  ho  believes  that  the  original  count  was 
he  right  one.  That  is  his  belief  when  he  tes* 
ifies.  That  is  the  case  of  Greene  township. 
[  dftre  say  that  no  gentleman  on  the  other  side 


of  the  House,  having  dwelt  upon  all  these 
circumstances,  would  say  that  an  official  count 
ought  to  be  set  aside  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

But  the  gentleman  says  that  the  ballots 
were  counted  more  than  once.  Suppose  they 
were  counted  fifty  times ;  if  they  got  them  fixed 
they  might  go  on  counting  them  forever  and 
they  would  not  vary;  an  additional  count 
amounts  to  nothing.  But  he  says  that  the  bal- 
lot-box was  in  the  possession  of  Republicans. 
Suppose  it  was;  it  was  in  an  open  house, 
accessible  to  anybody,  in  the  possession  of 
parties  who  went  away  and  left  it,  and  when 
they  came  back  found  the  box  open.  It  was 
(^[uite  as  public  there  as  at  the  hotel  where 
it  was  first  left;  it  was  everybody's  box.  But 
I  cannot  dwell  on  that. 

The  next  case  is  the  south  poll  of  Wayne 
township,  Wayne  county.  There  they  had  an 
informal  count  by  six  6t  seven  persons,  some  of 
whom  had  no  business  with  it,  simply  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  out  the  election  news,  and 
they  gave  it  as  the  result  of  that  vote  that  the 
contestant  had  a  majority — one  of  the  Wit- 
nesses says  20,  and  another  of  22  votes.  The 
votes  were  counted  by  the  election  'officers 
with  great  care,  and  they  made  the  tote  pre- 
cisely equal,  each  party  having  616  votes,  if  I 
recollect  aright.  Now,  what  happened  after 
that?  The  inspector  of  the  poll,  whose  legal 
duty  it  was  to  keep  this  box,  carries  it  to  tne 
inspector  of  another  poll,  and  puts  it  in  his 
hands  ;  he  puts  it  on  the  top  of  the  ballot- bolt 
of  the  poll  of  which  he  was  the  inspector,  and 
keeps  the  two  together  in  his  business  office,  the 
door  of  which  was  rarely  ke^t  locked ;  the  keys 
to  both  boxes  were  in  the  arawer  of  his  desk, 
and  that  drawer  unlocked,  and  other  parties 
clearly,  from  the  testimony,  had  access  to  the 
office.  Now,  they  talk  of  the  fairness  of 
these  counts.  I  cannot  go  into  that  matter 
much,  but  instead  of  notifying  the  contestee 
or  getting  anybody  to  represent  him,  two  men 
go  there  and  make  a  count  on  Saturday,  and 
they  disagree  as  to  the  result  by  one  or  two 
votes. 

The  gentleman  says  the  inspector  was  pres- 
ent. He  was  not ;  but  Mr.  Parry  wad  present, 
the  man  who  had  the  boxes  left  in  his  charge, 
but  he  was  not  an  inspector  of  this  poll. 
Next  Monday  they  raised  a  larger  company 
and  went  to  the  real  inspector,  and  there  they 
had  another  count,  while  some  six  or  seven 
men  who  had  no  connection  with  the  business, 
were  in  the  office.  Precisely  what  they  did 
we  have  only  to  conjecture.  We  have  no 
right  to  charge  them  with  doing  anything; 
but  the  count  took  plye  in  an  open  office, 
and  they  admit  that  six  or  seven  men  who 
had  no  business  with  the  ballots  were  allotted 
to  be  about  the  office.  That  count  differed 
from  the  count  made  on  Saturday ;  both  dif- 
fered from  the  unofficial  count  made  on  the 
afternoon  of  election  day;  and  they  all  dif- 
fered from  the  official  count.  We  propose 
therefore,  as  the  only  safe  and  legitimate  con- 
clusion, to  abide  by  the  official  count,  which  is 
proved  to  have  been  made  with  great  care. 

Now,  the  gentleman  says  that  we  must  show 
that  there  was  at  least  probability  that  the  box 
had  been  tampered  with.  I  have  not  only 
shown  that,  but  I  will  show  more ;  I  will  show 
that  it  is  absolutely  certain  that  both  boxes 
were  tampered  with.  The  witness  Parry  tes- 
tifies that  he  bad  put  into  each  of  these  boxes 
the  tally-sheets  of  the  polls  to  which  they 
belonged.  When  called  upon  to  give  testi- 
mony he  searched  and  could  not  find  in  either 
box  the  tally-  sheets.  Now,  what  stronger  evi- 
dence do  you  want  to  show  that  those  boxes 
were  tampered  with?  The  idea  of  accepting 
an  unofficial  count  under  such  circumstances 
to  impeach  an  official  count  of  the  ballots  is, 
to  my  mind,  ridiculously  absurd. 

What  is  the  next  case?  Noble  township, 
Rush  county.  Here  there  is  no  question  about 
the  count ;  it  is  a  question  about  a  mistake  on 
the  tally-list.    One  of  the  judges  of  the  elec- 


tion asked  one  of  the  clerks,  (who  is  a  friend 
of  the  contestant,  and  who  volunteered  his 
evidence  without  being  subpenaed,}  if  he 
knew  that  they  had  made  a  mistake,  he  and 
the  other  clerk,  and  he  called  his  attention 
to  the  tally-sheet,  which  showed  that  in  one 
instance  where  he  had  put  down  three  votes, 
in  the  hurry  and  confusion  of  adding  them 
up,  they  had  been  counted  as  five  votes. 
Well,  how  do  you  show  that?  How  do  you 
identify  that?  Did  you  compare  it  with  the 
tally-sneets  ?  How  do  you  know  that  to  be  so  ? 
Why,  I  copied  it  from  the  tally-sheet  on  file  in 
the  clerk's  office.  Well,  now,  let  us  see ;  if 
such  a  mistake  existed  upon  that  tally-sheet 
how  was  it  with  the  other  tally- sheet  *?  The 
witness  produced  two  copies  of  the  tally-sheet 
in  the  clerk's  office,  and  my  friend,  the  con- 
scientious contestant,  has  brought  here  an- 
other copy  of  the  same  thing.  Now,  we  do 
not  wailt  so  many  copies  of  that  one.  We 
want  the  other. 

If  this  error  was  made,  how  was  it  made? 
Here  are  two  clerks,  each  making  a  separate 
tally.  Do  ^ou  suppose  it  likely  that  two  clerks 
made  precisely  the  same  mistake  in  putting 
down  three  votes  and  adding  them  up  as  five 
votes?  They  act  separately,  and  each  man 
makes  up  his  own  tally.  Do  you  suppose 
each  one  put  down  three  votes  and  no  more, 
and  that  both  added  them  up  as  five  ?  Is  not 
that  so  improbable  as  to  render  it  absolutely 
necessaiY  that  we  should  see  the  othet  tally- 
sheet  before  we  admit  it  to  be  the  fact?  And 
what  do  we  know  about  the  other  tally-sheet  ? 
The  trusteo  is  not  heard ;  the  other  clerk  id 
not  heard  ;  nobody  is  heard  except  that  one 
clerk ;  and  if  I  had  time  to  refer  to  his  testi- 
mony I  could  show  you  one  peculiarity  which 
runs  through  all  the  testimony  of  the  contest- 
ant in  this  ciise,  and  that  is  that  it  is  the  con- 
testant who  is  testifying,  and  not  the  witness. 
The  contestant  puts  a  long  alternative  ques- 
tion, which  leaves  the  witness  little  to  do 
except  to  answer  yes  or  no. 

Mr.  MERRICK.  Does  not  the  witness 
swear  that  the  two  tally-sheets  were  identical? 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Yes,  I  know.  The 
contestant  in  his  interrogatory  involves  that 
question  with  other  questions,  and  the  wit- 
ness answers  the  other  questions  with  some 
minuteness,  and  then  cuts  off  short  with  his 
answer  to  that  question  by  saying  '*  both  tally- 
sheets  were  alike. ' '  Nobody  asks  him  whether 
he  saw  both  tally-sheets,  and  he  does  not  say. 
He  is  afterward  asked  what  reason  he  has  for 
identifying  the  copy  of  the  tally- sheet  furnished 
with  the  tally-sheet  of  the  election,  and  he 
says  he  copied  it  from  the  tally-sheet  on  file  in 
the  clerk's  office.  But  he  nowhere  alludes  to 
having  seen  the  other  tally  sheet,  which  should 
be  in  the  ballot-box.  He  merely  assumes  that 
they  were  alike. 

Now,  if  you  consider  the  idea  I  suggested, 
that  is,  the  probability  of  two  clerks  keeping 
collateral  and  independent  minutes  6r  tally- 
sheets,  each  making  the  same  mistake  in  pre- 
cisely the  same  place,  and  that  in  adding  up 
separately  thev  should  both  make  the  same 
mistake  in  adaing  up,  it  becomes  immensely 
improbable,  and  it  also  becomes  highly  im- 
portant that  we  should  have  the  other  tally- 
sheet  here ;  and  why  should  we  not  have  it? 
The  gentleman  says,  here  is  the  certificate  of 
the  official  count,  which  shows  that  the  count 
is  that  way.  We  do  not  care  for  that.  Bring 
us  the  other  tally-sheet  and  show  us  by  that 
sheet  that  the  mistake  was  made.  In  the 
absence  of  that  tally-sheet  the  improbability 
is  so  great  that  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever 
in  discrediting  the  statement  that  such  an  error 
was  made. 

The  next  mistake  is  in  Centre  township ,  in 
Hancock  county.  And  that  is  claimed  to  have 
been  a  mistake  of  two  votes.  The  official 
count  made  it  as  certified. 

Mr.  ARTHtJR;  Will  the  gentleman  allow 
me  to  interrupt  him  one  moment? 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.     Certainly. 
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Mr.  ARTHUR.  I  UDderstaod  that  the  gen- 
tletnan  complains  that  the  non-production  of 
the  tallpr-list  that  was  properly  left  in  custody 
of  the  inspector  is  a  defect  in  the  testimony 
of  the  contestant.  In  response  to  that  we  say 
that  we  produced  a  certified  transcript  of  the 
tally-sheet  in  the  possession  of  the  clerk  ;  but 
we  did  not  present  the  other  because  it  was 
stolea  while  in  the  possession  of  the  Repub- 
lican inspectors.    Why  did  you  not  produce  it? 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Exactly.  There  is 
the  connection.  It  was  stolen  and  could  not 
be  produced. 

Now  about  the  two  votes  in  Centre  town- 
ship, Hancock  county.  As  I  recollect  it,  and  I 
claim  to  be  correct  in  my  recollection,  for  I 
have  taken  some  pains  in  the  matter,  this  one 
of  all  the  ballot-boxes  in  this  contest  was  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  official  inspector. 

After  this  contest  was  commenced  this  con- 
scientious contestant  and  some  of  his  political 
friends  wanted  the  inspector  to  give  over  into 
their  possession  the  ballot-box,  and  he  would 
not  do  it.  But,  seeing  there  was  to  be  a  contest 
about  the  matter,  he  invited  in  a  friend  in 
whom  he  had  confidence,  and,  taking  time  to 
it,  they  made  a  careful  recount,  one  of  them 
calling  off  the  ballots,  the  other  tallying,  and 
by  that  recount  they  made  precisely  the  same 
result  that  the  official  count  had  made.  Ailer 
protecting  in  that  way  the  integrity  of  the 
Dallot-box,  he  then  handed  it  over  to  another 
party  in  the  interest  of  the  contestant  or  the 
contestant's  friends.  They  then  made  a  re- 
count. One  party,  as  before,  called  off  the 
votes.  He  was  the  only  party,  as  the  wit- 
ness testifies,  who  saw  the  votes;  the  two 
others  kept  tally  while  he  called  off  the  votes. 
In  that  way  they  get  the  three  witnesses  that 
they  claim.  One  man  saw  the  votes  and  called 
them  off,  while  the  two  others  kept  tally. 
That  man  who  saw  the  votes  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly active  friend  of  this  contestant. 
Supposing  that  to  have  been  a  bona  fide 
count  wherein  they  made  two  votes  more  than 
had  before  been  supposed  to  exist  for  the  con- 
testant, then  that  stands  against  the  recount 
made  by  the  lawful  custodian  of  the  box  a  few 
days  before,  which  agreed  precisely  with  the 
official  count.  Thus,  if  you  set  the  unofficial 
counts  one  against  the  other,  you  have  the 
official  count  wholly  unimpeached ;  or,  taking 
another  view  of  the  matter,  you  have  a  care* 
fa\  official  count  and  a  careful  unofficial  count 
made  while  the  box  was  in  the  hands  of  its 
lawful  custodian,  against  an  unofficial  count 
made  after  the  box  had  been  transferred  to 
the  custody  of  other  parties.  That  is  the 
whole  matter  with  reference  to  the  counts. 

I  wish  to  say  a  few  words  concerning  the 
alleged  illegal  votes ;  but  before  passing  to 
that  branch  of  the  subject  let  me  refer  briefly 
to  another  point,  I  do  not  feel  justified  in 
saying  or  insinuating  that  this  contestant  knows 
that  he  is  not  elected,  as  he  says  the  contestee 
knows  he  is  not.  I  do  not  say  that.  I  do  not 
insinuate  that  the  contestant  or  his  friends  have 
acted  dishonestly  in  this  matter.  Such  an  in- 
sinuation I  think  unauthorized  from  any  quar- 
ter on  the  other  side,  and  not  admissible  in 
the  line  of  debate  on  our  side.  But  what  did 
happen  was  this:  in  the  consultation  between 
the  contestant  and  his  political  friends  he  was 
not  in  favor  of  undertaking  the  contest,  show- 
ing that  he  had  friends  more  zealous  in  this 
political  controversy  than  he  was ;  and  if  any 
impropriety  was  committed  it  was  probably 
committed  by  some  of  those  friends.  I  do  not 
intimate  that  the  contestant  himself  did  any- 
thing improper.  After  that  consultation  they 
took  time  to  consider;  and  they  made  their 
attacks  upon  the  same  day,  three  weeks  afler 
the  election,  upon  these  four  precincts  where 
these  prima  facie  signs  could  be  got  hold  of, 
and  where  not  one  of  the  boxes  was  kept  in  a 
way  to  secure  its  safety. 

Now,  sir,  the  contestant  claims  that  he  has 
proved  85  illegal  votes  on  the  part  of  the  con- 
testee.   The  rule  in  the  State  of  Indiana  is 


that  the  ballots  should  be  produced  in  order  to 
prove  illegal  votes.  The  minority  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  their  report,  have  not  sought  to  apply 
this  rule.  But  adopting  that  rule,  and  exam- 
ining the  evidence  as  to  each  of  these  votes 
alleged  to  be  illegal,  I  can  make  but  1  illegal 
vote  in  favor  of  the  contestee.  Laying  aside 
that  rule  and  considering  the  case  upon  the 
evidence,  I  can  discover  but  4  illegal  votes  in 
favor  of  the  contestee. 

The  official  couut  elves  the  contestee  a 
majority  of  4  votes,  but  he  alleges  that  a 
great  many  illegal  votes  were  cast  for  con- 
testant. Of  these  the  contestant  admits  4 
to  have  been  illegal.  Adding  these  to  the 
4  officially  certified,  t]}e  contestee  starts  with 
a  majority  of  8.  Then  the  contestant  sets 
forth  7  voters,  whom  he  admits  to  be  doubt- 
ful, and  who  voted  for  him.  The  committee 
find  that  8  of  those  were  illegal  voters.  This 
makes  a  maiority  of  11  for  the  contestee. 
I  think  in  the  official  report  made  by  the 
majority  of  the  committee  the  final  count  of 
the  votes  gives  the  sitting  member  a  majority 
of  8. 

Mr.  RICE,  of  Illinois.  The  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee  gives  the  sitting 
member  a  maiority  of  8. 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio.  Since  that  time  I  have 
gone  over  these  votes,  and  with  more  care, 
and  throwing  out  technicalities  on  both  sides, 
I  believe  the  majority  of  the  sitting  member 
to  be  much  lareer  than  the  official  report 
makes  it  out.  The  minority  of  tiie  committee 
report,  and  I  believe  correctly,  that  an  illegal 
vote  in  Indiana,  where  the  ballot  itself  is  not 
produced  to  show  whom  it  is  cast  for,  ought 
not  to  be  considered  as  sufficient  proof. 

I  have  but  a  minute,  and  I  will  not  go  over 
the  ground  covered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky,  [Mr.  Arthur.]  Holloway  occupied 
an  office  in  Washington,  bat  before  his  family 
left  Richmond  they  resided  in  the  south  poll. 
When  his  family  came  away  they  were  not 
residents  in  the  south  poll.  His  wife  died  in 
another  house  east  of  Richmond,  I  do  not  know 
whether  in  the  south  precinct  or  the  north. 
It  shows  they  had  a  residence  later  than  that 
to  which  the  present  witnesses  refer.  There 
was  no  division  into  the  north  and  south  polls 
until  after  he  went  away,  and  I  see  no  reason, 
having  been  a  voter  in  the  whole  township,  why, 
when  It  was  divided,  he  might  not  go  to  the 
north  poll  and  vote.  It  is  proved  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  TOting  there,  and  it  is  not  proved 
he  voted  anywhere  else. 

The  SPEAKER.    The  question  first  recurs 
on  the  following  resolutions  reported  by  the 
minority  of  the  committee,  ana  moved  as  a 
substitute  by  the  geuAeman  from  Kentucky, 
[Mr.  Arthur.] 

Rfolv€dt  That  Jeremiah  M.  Wilson  was  not  duly 
elected,  and  U  not  entitled  to  the  seat  in  the  Forty- 
Second  Gon^rreM  from  the  fourth  diitriot  of  the 
State  of  Indiana. 

Betolved,  That  David  S.Goodinff  was  duly  elected, 
and  iB  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Forty- Socond  Gk>n- 
greu  from  the  fourth  district  of  the  State  of  Indi- 
ana, and  should  be  admitted  to  his  seat. 

The  House  divided  ;  and  there  were — ayes 
62,  noes  74. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  taken ;  and  it  was  decided 
in  the  negative — yeas  64,  nays  105,  not  voting 
71 ;  as  follows : 

TSAS—Messrs.  Acker,  Archer,  Arthur.  Beck,  Bell, 
Bisgs,  Bird,  Braxton.  James  Brooks,  Comin/ro,  Con- 
ner, Cox,  Crossland,  Dox,  Du  Bose,  Duke,  BIdredge, 
Ely,  Garrett,  Geti,  Gk>liaday,  Griffith,  flaldeman, 
Hancock.  Handley,  Hanks,  Hereford,  Herndon,  Hib- 
bard,  Hoiman,  Kerr,  Kins,  Lamison.  Lewis.  Manson, 
Marshall.  McClelland,  McCormick,  MoHenry,  Mc- 
lotyre,  Merriek,  Niblack,  Price,  Read,  Edward  Y. 
Rice,  John  M.  Rice,  Ritchie,  William  R.  Roberts, 
Rogers,  Sherwood,  Slater,  Slocnm,  Sloss,  R.  Milton 
Speer.  Sntherland,  Swann,  Terry,  Van  Trump.  Voor- 
hees.  Warren.  Wells,  Whitthome,  Williams  of  New 
York,  and  Young— 64. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Ambler.  Ames.  Averill,  Banks, 
Barber.  Beatty,Bigby.  Bingham,  Austin  Blair.  Boles. 
George  M.  Brooks,  tf nckley,  Bufflnton.  Bnrchard, 
Burdett,  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  Roderick  R.  Butler, 
William  T.  Clark,  Freeman  Clarke,  Coburn.  Coghlan, 
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Conger,  Crocker.  De  Large.  Diekef.  I^- 
Eames,  Elliott,  Finkelnbarg,  Wilder  L  : 
Garfield,  Goodrich,  H*le,  EUmner.  0«  v 
Havens,  Hawley,  Hay,  H»yf.  Gm?  . 
John  W.  Haxolton.  Hoar,  Houiitr<..E' 
am.  Lamport.  Lsnsinir.Lowe.  LFoe.^.  >: 
Crary,  McJunkin,  Mercar,Mem&ia..H.: 
Morphis,  Leonard  Myers.  Nesle/.Urr.K 
mer,  Isaac  C.  Parker.  Peek.  Pcrc€,  Ar 
Peters,  Piatt.  Poland.   Prindle.  Ev. 
Roberts,  Rusk,  Sargent,  Scofield.  i?  ' 
Shanks.  Shoemaker,  H.  Boardman  ;=::. 
Smith,  Snapp,  Snyder,  Thomas  J.  ^;^- 
Starkwcather,     SteTenson,    Stooft: :   • 
Strong,   Taffe,   Tamer.   Twiebdl.  T^^ 
Wakeman.  Waldron,  Wallace.  Wb«H..r 
W 11  lard,  Williams  of  Indiana,  ud  .' .. 
son— 105. 

NOT  VOTING-Meewa.  Adami.  B»!t  . 
Beveridge,  James  G.  Blair.  Brijrbt,  Ci..; 
bell.  Carroll,  Cobb.  Cotton.  Crebe,  Cr^  - 
Darrall,  Davis.  DawM.  Dannell,  Yu^'  - 
well,  Forker.  Charles  Foster,  Henry  h. : 
sey.   Hambleton.   Harper.  John  I.  h-r 
Hooper.    Kellogf.    Kendall.    Kitliar. 
Leach.  McGrew.McKee.  McKioo«T.M  • 
jamin  F.  Meyers,  Mitchell.  Moore. 31  <rr>' 
Hosea  W.  Parker.  Pendleton.  Eli  P-- 
Potter.    Randall.    Robinson.    Roosr^e 
Sheldon.    Shellaoarger,    Shober,  W.r:. 
Snrith.  Stevens.  Storm,  St.  John.  Smtt .' 
Dwight  Townsend,  Washington  Tovsxt.! 
Vaughan.  Waddelt  Waldeo,  Wallj.  J?.:. 
Wilson,  Winchester,  and  Wood-Tl. 

So  the  substitute  was  rejected. 

During  the  vote, 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Missouri,  stated  tu 
paired  on  this  question  with  Mr.  hi... 
Louisiana,  who  would  vote  in  tbr :% 
while  be  would  vote  in  the  affirmacrt. 

Mr.  HARPER  stated  that  be  «j 
with  Mr.  Sypher,  who  would  rote  bi- 
tive,  whil^  he  would  vote  in  the  a&rzi. 

Mr.  STEVENS  stated  that  he  v^ 
with  'Mr.  Pendletox,  who  wonld  tow  t 
negative,  while  he  would  vote  io  \k  d" 
tive. 

Mr.  SHOBER  stated  that  he  wis  piir 
his  colleague,  Mr.  Cobb,  who  would 
negative,  while  he  would  vote  in  tbe 
tive.     He  further  stated  that  his  colleu. 
i|  Leach,  who  was  absent  on  accooct . 
position,  was  paired  with  Mr.  Hoom.  .' 
sachusetts. 

Mr.  McHENRY  stated  that  hi  cc  ^ 
Mr.  Adams,  who  was  in  favor  of  tbe  •■ 
tute,  was  paired  with  Mr.  WAU>E5,ofI  '> 

Mr.  MORE Y  stated  that  his  collesr  - 
Sheldon,  was  paired  with  Mr.  Widdi  - 
North  Carolina,  who  would  vote  in  >t?  '' 
ative,  while  hii(  colleague  woald  vote  '- 
negative. 

Mr.  McKEE  stated  that  he  wu  p»ir«' 
Mr.  McNbelt,  who  would  vote  for  ihe  >*^ 
tute,  while  he  would  vote  against  it 

Mr.  DUNNELL  stated  thaihevnF* 
with  Mr.  Parker,  of  New  Hampabiw 

Mr.  FARWELL  stated  thathe»«I^ 
with  Mr.  Crebs. 

Mr.   PACKER  stated  that  he  wis  r»^ 
with  his  colleague,  Mr.  B.  F.  Mnifc ' 
would  Yote  for  the  substitute,  wbileb^' 
vote  against  it.  ^ 

The  vote  was  then  announced  « *^ 
recorded. 

The  question  recurred  on  agreeiDfi  • 
resolution  reported  by  the  majority  c  • 
committee,  as  follows : 

Be$olved,  That   Hon.  Jirbmuh  M.  ^i- '  . 
entitled  to  the  seat  occupied  br >>m  ta  u ' 
as  the  Representative  from  the  foartfi  <i.^ 
Indiana. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to.  ^ 

Mr.  PERRY,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  re^^'-^; 
the  vote  by  which  the  resolution  was  H^ 
to :  and  also  moved  that  the  mouoo  w  ^^^ 
siaer  be  laid  on  the  table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

TBBATT  0¥  WAflHINOT0!». 

Mr.  COX.     I  ask  unanimous  conaea'  ; 
offer  the  following  preamble  and  ffe^ 
forpresent  consideration. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 


i^nr. 


Whereas  the  interest  ^^.fi^nor  ofovt 
ment  are  involved  in  its  faithfal  •di«'«J^„ 
treaty  of  Waahinston;  and  wheresi  «»«■>,,. 
this  subject  are  made  which  deeply  «<»ic«n  » 


) 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  GLOBE. 


2671 


be  United  States  as  to  which  anthentio  in- 
on  is  desirable:  Therefore, 
ved.  That,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  pub- 
ice,  tbo  President  communicate  to  this  House 
rrespondonoe  hitherto  no  published  bearing 
execution  of  said  treaty,  including  the  cor- 
lenoe  with  reference  to  the  *'  ease  "  of  the 
States,  and  the  "counter  case"  of  the  Brit- 
\ :    ernment.  and  partioulaxly  all  correspondence 
;  upon  the  question  of  consequential  dam- 

BINGHAM.    I  object. 

COX.  Then  I  move  that  the  preamble 
esolution  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
reign  Affairs. 

'-'  .i  motion  was  agreed  to. 

)  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  Hoase  the 
.  'ing  message   from  the  President  of  the 
i     d  States : 

ffoute  of  Reprttenlativet : 
ansmit  for  the  information  of  the  House  of 
sentativesa  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State. 
le  copy  of  tha  "counter  case"  of  the  United 
,  in  the  matter  of  the  claims  against  Great 
n.  as  presented  to  the  board  of  arbitration  at 
ra,  which  accompanies  it.  tj  g  qraNT 

SHiNOTOH,  Aj>ril  20, 1872. 

.  BANKS.  I  move  that  the  message  of 
President  which  has  been  just  read  be 
red  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
-.hat  it  be  printed ;  and  on  that  motion  I 
he  previous  qaestion. 
le  previous  question  was  seconded  and  the 
^  •  \  question  ordered ;  and  under  the  opera- 
'   thereof  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

r.  BANKS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
■  'hich  the  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  also 
.  ed  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  belaid  on 
'    table. 
be  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

'  r.  BANKS.      I  ask  unanimous  consent 

ffer  the  following  resolution  on  the  same 

ect. 

he  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

i9olv€d.  That  the  President  be  requested,  if  not 
;■  nsiHtent  with  public  interests,  to  communicate 
lis  House  the  cose"  presented  by  the  British 
ernment  under  the  Washington  treaty,  with 
impanying  papers. 

Ir.  COX.  I  would  suggest  that  the  gen- 
nan  should  amend  his  resolution  so  as  to 
uest  the  President  to  give  us  the  same 
>rmatiou  which  tbe  Briuah  Parliament  has 
,  as  contained  in  tbe  correspondence  relat- 

to  consequential  damages, 
dr.  BANKS.  I  do  not  know  that  this  Gov- 
iment  has  any  information  that  these  papers 
re  been  presented  to  the  British  Parliament. 
I  the  contrary,  the  official  information,  I 
derstand.  is  that  they  have  not  been  pre- 
ited  to  the  British  JParliaroeot  at  all.  I 
nture  to  say  that  we  will  have  them  as  soon 
they  are  presented  to  the  British  Parliament. 
Mr.  CO  A.  The  interest  of  our  people  and 
e  honor  of  our  country  require  that  we  should 
kve  this  matter  fully  and  openly  ventilated. 
The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Banks  was 
;reed  to. 

Mr.  BANKS  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote 
f  Yfh'iah  the  resolution  was  agreed  to;  and 
.80  moved  that  the  motion  to  reconsider  be 
/id  on  the  table. 
The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

PRIVILBGI8  or  THB  ffLOOR. 

Mr.  cox.     I  am  instructed  by  the  Com- 
oittee  on  the  Rules  to  report  the  following 
esolution. 
The  Clerk  read  as  follows  : 
That  Rule  134  be  amended  as  follows: 
first, strike  out  all  after  the  words  "provided 
bat     down  to  and  including  the  words  ^Hall  of 
he  House."  and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  following: 
ex-members  of  the  House  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
>nTiiege  of  admission  to  the  flooron  making  deelar- 
ition  on  honor,  in  a  register  to  be  kept  for  that 
»urpoBe,  that  they  have  no  personal  or  private  in- 
erc*!  in  any  legislative  measure  before  the  House 
•r  any  of  us  committees." 

•  o«copd,  insert  at  the  end  of  the  rule  the  following : 
and  the  Doorkeeper  shall  be  held  responsible  to 
ho  House  for  the  execution  of  this  rule.'' 

Mr.  COX.    I  demand  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  Does  not  the 
imeodmeot  of  the  rule  go  too  fiur  ?  Should  an 
«-member  of  Congress  who  has  legitimate 


business  before  a  committee  be  excluded  from 
tbe  privileges  of  the  floor? 

Mr.  COX.  This  will  not  prevent  him  from 
going  before  a  committee  and  presenting  his 
business. 

Mr.  BROOKS,  of  New  York.  The  latter  part 
of  the  proposed  first  branch  of  the  amendment, 
I  think,  should  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COX.  We  ought  to  cut  this  matter  up 
by  the  roots. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  Would  it  be  in  order  to 
move  to  strike  out  the  word  '^ex?'' 

Mr.  COX.  I  insist  on  the  call  for  the  pre- 
vious question. 

The  previous  (jhestion  was  seconded  and  the 
main  question  was  ordered. 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  ask  that  the  rule 
which  it  is  proposed  to  amend  be  read. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  directs  the 
reading  of  the  rule  as  it  now  exists. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn,  to  the  end  that  they  may 
reflect  upon  this  matter. 

Mr.  COX.  If  the  gentleman  understood  the 
rule  and  the  proposed  amendment  and  the 
necessity  for  it,  I  am  sure  he  would  not  object. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  first  direct 
the  reading  of  the  rule  as  it  now  stands. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

'*  134.  No  person  except  members  of  the  Senate, 
their  Secretary,  heads  of  Departments,  the  Presi- 
dent's Private  Secretary,  foreign  ministers,  the  Qov- 
emor  for  the  time  bein|[  of  any  State,  Senators  and 
Representatives-elect,  judges  of  theSnpreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  and  of  tbe  Court  ot  Claims,  and 
such  persons  as  have  by  name  received  the  thanks 
of  Congress,  shall  be  admitted  within  the  Hall  of  the 
House  of  Representativee  or  any  of  the  rooms  upon 
the  same  floor  or  leading  into  the  same ;  provided 
that  ex-members  of  Congress  who  are  not  interested 
in  any  claim  pending  before  Congress,  and  shall  so 
register  themselves,  may  also  be  admitted  within 
the  Hall  of  the  House ;  and  no  persons  exoept  those 
herein  specified  shall  at  any  time  be  admitted  to  the 
floor  of  the  House." 

Mr.  COX.  This  rule  proposes  to  strike  out 
the  word  **  claim,''  which  has  reference  only 
to  the  ordinary  claims  which  go  before  the 
committee,  and  excludes  no  man  personally  in- 
terested in  measures  pending  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  All  I  desire  is  that  the 
proposed  amendment  shall  go  over,  and  be 
printed  in  the  Globe  so  that  we  may  aee  what 
it  is. 

Mr.  STEVENSON.  Why  does  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York  limit  it  to  ex- members  of 
Congress? 

Mr.  COX.  I  would  extend  it  to  anybody. 
If  the  gentleman  will  prepare  resolutions  on 
the  subject,  and  refer  them  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Rules,  they  will  give  them  due  consid- 
eration. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Would 
it  be  in  order  to  move  to  refer  this  rule  to  the 
Committee  on  Civil  Service  Reform  ?  [Laugh- 
ter.] 

The  SPEAKER.  The  previous  question  is 
operating,  and  that  motion  is  not  in  order. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  am  quite  will- 
ing that  this  rule  shall  goover  nntil  to-morrow 
morning,  but  I  wish  to  make  a  suggestion  to 
the  House.  As  the  rule  now  stands  I  think 
no  one  will  be  willing  to  repeal  it. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  demand  the 
regular  order. 

The  SPEAKER.    This  is  the  regular  order. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Its  practical 
effect,  however,  is  that  ex- members  are  ex- 
cluded from  the  floor  who  are  interested  in 
any  claim  before  the  House.  Well,  a  claim 
against  the  Government  is  technically  under- 
stood to  be  a  simple  bill  with  a  claim  in  it,  a 
private  bill,  whereas  an  ex- member  of  Con- 
gress may  be  here  acting  for  some  corporation, 
acting  as  its  attorney. 

Mr.  HEREFORD.  That  is  the  case  every 
day. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohid.  It  may  be  a 
bill  creating  a  corporation,  and  some  ex- mem- 
ber is  here  and  making  it  a  special  business 
to  put  that  bill  through.  That  bill  is  not  tech- 


nically a  claim,  and  that  ex- member  is  not 
excluded  because  the  bill  which  he  is  urging 
is  not  technically  a  claim,  when  in  every  sense 
of  the  word  he  ought  to  be  kept  out  and  de- 

E rived  of  the  privileges  of  this  floor,  of  which 
e  avails  himself  for  the  sake  of  using  his 
privileges  on  some  such  bills,  just  as  much  as 
one  who  has  a  special  claim  or.  a  private  bilL 
The  Committee  on  Rules  thought  it  wise,  as 
the  subject  was  brought  to  their  attention — the 
matter  not  having  been  inaugurated  by  them — 
to  enlarge  the  meaning  of  the  word  ^' claim'' 
so  as  to  cover  the  legislation  of  Congress  in 
which  ex  members  are  personally  interested. 

Mr.  DICKEY.  I  want  to  knew  if  the  gen- 
tleman thinks  it  right  to  require  any  ex-mem- 
ber of  Congress  who  visits  Washington  to  file 
a  declaration  with  the  Doorkeeper  that  he  is  a 
gentleman. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  Oh,  no ;  we  do 
not  propose  that. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  rise  to  a  question,  of 
order.  Is  debate  in  order  pending  my  motion 
to  adjourn  ? 

The  SPEAKER.  The  .gentleman  was  not 
on  the  floor  to  make  that  motion. 

Mr.  STETENSON.  I  will  ask  my  col- 
leagtte  whether  tbe  committee  has  considered 
the  propriety  of  extending  this  limitation  to 
all  persons  admitted  to  the  floor?  Why  not 
extend  it  to  all  persons  as  well  as  to  ex-mem- 
bers of  Congress? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  I  move  that  the  House 
do  now  adjourn. 

The  SPEAKER.  Several  gentlemen  were 
deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  introducing  bUls 
for  reference  ;  ana  if  there  be  no  objection  the 
Chair  will  receive  such  bills  now;  and  the  first 
in  order  is  the  bill  of  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee [Mr.  Matkard]  in  reference  to  the 
tariff. 

Mr.  SPEER.  of  Georgia.    I  object. 

Mr.  BURCHARD.  I  move  that  the  House 
adjourn. 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia.  I  will  withdraw 
the  objection. 

The  SPEAKER.  Is  there  objection  to 
allowing  gentlemen  to  refer  bills  who  were 
not  allowed  to  refer  them  this  morning  under 
the  call  of  the  States? 

Mr.  ELDREDGE.  I  shall  object  until  the 
civil  rights  bill  is  taken  out  of  the  morning 
hour. 

Mr.  BURCHARD.    I  insist  on  mv  motion. 

The  motion  was  amed  to ;  and  the  House 
(at  four  o'clock  and  nfly-seven  minutes  p.  m.) 
adjourned. 

PXTITI0N8,  KTO. 

The  following  petitions,  &c.,  were  presented 
under  the  rule,  and  referred  to  the  appropriate 
commitCees : 

By  Mr.  BELL:  The  petition  of  E.  B. 
Towne  and  109  others,  citizens  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, for  the  establishment  of  a  post  route 
from  North  Weare,  via  Henniker  and  West 
Henniker,  to  Hillsborough  Bridge,  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

By  Mr.  CHIPMAN:  The  memorial  of  Smith 
H.  Clarkson  and  several  hundred  others,  hon- 
orably discharged  soldiers,  praying  an  amend- 
ment of  the  homestead  law. 

By  Mr.  COGHLAN :  The  petition  of  W.  G. 
Young  and  100  others,  praying  the  establish- 
ment of  a  mail  route  from  Reno,^  in  the  State 
of  Nevada,  to  Greenville,  in  California. 

By  Mr.  COMINGO :  The  petition  of  Major 
General  W.  H.  Powell,  Colonel  W.  H.  Morgan, 
Colonel  Theodore  S.  Case,  and  2S2  others, 
officers  and  soldiers,  praying  the  Congress  of 
the  ynit«d  States  to  pass  laws  as  follows: 
firstj  granting  pensions  to  soldiers  of  1812, 
and  their  widows,  without  exception ;  second, 
equalizing  all  bonnties  to  the  soldiers  of  the 
late  war;  third,  allowing  back  pensions  to 
soldiers  to  the  time  they  were  wounded  or 
disabled;  fourth,  to  grant  land  warrants  for 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  to  each  soldier 
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of  the  late  war,  itad  to  the  widoird  and  ehil- 
dreo  of  each  as  afe  dead ;  fifth,  eetablishin^ 
a  soldiers'  eommission  to  iaqaire  into  aad 
report  aomially  on  the  claims  and  grieysnees 
of  the  defenders  of  the  Union. 

By  Mr.  OHOGKEB:  The  petition  of  Gen- 
eral John  W.  Kimball  and  64  others,  for  the 
passage  of  House  bill  No.  1788,  increasing 
pensions  to  soldiers  and  sailors  permanently 
disabled. 

By  Mr.  GETZ :  A  memorial  to  the  Com-* 
mittee  on  Public  Buildings  and  Gronnda  of 
the  Hoose  of  Representatives,  in  relation  to 
the  wholesale  market  of  Washington,  Dis- 
trict of  Colambia. 

%  Mr.  HAZELTON,  of  Wisoonsin:  The 
memorial  of  certain  citizens  of  Madison,  Wis- 
eonuia,  for  the  passage  of  Honee  bill  No.  1788, 
which  provides  for  an  increase  of  pensions  to 
tdiose  permanently  disabled  by  loss  of  limbs 
or  eyes  in  the  late  war. 

By  Mr.  HOUGHTON :  The  petition  of 
oitiiens  of  California,  relative  to  the  proposed 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  incorporating  therein  a  recognition  of 
'*  God  as  the  sonrce  of  all  authority  and  power 
in  civil  government." 

By  Mr.  LYNCH:  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  Eitteryi  Maine,  asking  the  passage  of  bill 
No.  1788. 

By  Mr.  MoCLELLAND :  The  petition  of 
J.  Jackson  Purman,  P.  M.  Sypbers,  D.  Craw- 
ford, B.  F.  Flenniken,  M.  W.  Denny,  John  M. 
Kent,  Thomas  C.  Wallace,  B.  F.  Downey, 
and  109  others^  citizens  of  Greene  county, 
Pennsylvania*  praying  the  passage  of  House 
bill  No.  1788,  providing  for  an  increase  of 
pensions  to  permanently  disabled  soldiers, 
and  thereby  aid  a  deservioff  class  of  citizens. 

By  Mr.  MOREY:  Thepeition  of  T.  S.  John- 
son and  others,  citizens  of  Louisiana,  praying 
the  extension  te  the  entire  State  of  Lonis- 
iana  of  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  ''An 
act  to  enforce  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  vote  in  the  s^eral  States  of  the 
Union,  and  for  other  purposes,*'  approved 
February  28,  1871. 

By  Mr.  PAEKER,  of  Missouri:  A  miemo- 
rial  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  praying  that  Congress  will  grant  to 
the  State  the  Government  lands  yet  remaining 
unsold  within  the  State,  the  proceeds  of  the 
gale  thereof  to  be  appropriated  by  the  Legisla- 
ture to  the  cause  oi  education,  and  to  become 
a  part  of  the  public  school  fund  of  the  State, 
in  accordance  with  the  fifth  section  of  the  ninth 
article  of  the  constitution  of  the  State. 

By  Mr.  PECK:  The  petition  of  Thomas 
Duniap,  Richard  Waite,  W.  J.  Kelly,  and  660 
others,  citizens  of  Lucas  county,  Ohio,  asking 
the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1781,  increasing 
the  pensions  of  all  those  totally  disabled  by 
loss  of  both  limbs,  both  eyes,  &c. 

By  Mr.  SHOEMAKER:  The  petition  of  citi- 
zens of  Luzerne  county,  Penneylv4nia,  arging 
the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1788,  relating  to 
increase  of  pensions  to  disabled  soldiers. 

Also,  the  petition  of  citizens  of  Lazerne 
county,  Pennsylvania,  praying  a  tariff  on  for- 
eign earthenware  and  stoneware. 

Bv  Mr.  SLOCUM:  The  petition  of  citizens 
of  Brooklyn,  New  York,  for  increase  of  pen- 
sion to  certain  classes  of  disabled  soldiers. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Mrs.  Bmily  Agnel,  for 
relief. 

By  Mr.  SNAPP:  The  petition  of  Marcus  P. 
Norton,  inventor  and  patentee,  and  William 
W.  Secombe,  assignee  in  trust,  asking  com- 
pensation for  a  post*  marking  and  postage- 
stamp  canceling  machine. 

By  Mr.  SPEER,  of  Georgia:  The  petition 
of  W.  T.  Wells,  of  Newton  county,  Georgia, 
praying  the  removal  of  his  politicsl  disabili- 
ties. 

By  Mr.  STEVENSON:  The  petition  of  J. 
W.  Banks  and  others,  soldiers  of  the  war  for 
the  Union  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  asking 
an  equalization  of  bounties  and  an  amendment 
of  the  homestead  laws. 


By  Mr.  SUTHERLAND:  The  petition  of 
many  citizens  of  the  sixth  congressional  dis- 
trict of  Michigan,  asking  the  passage  of  House 
bill  No.  1788,  allowing  totally  and  partially 
disabled  soldiers  and  seamen  increased  pen- 
sions. 

By  Mr.  WALDBN :  The  petition  of  E.  F. 
Sperry  and  166  others,  of  Marion  eonnty, 
Iowa,  for  the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1788, 
granting  increased  pensions  to  disabled  sol- 
aters  and  seamen. 

By  Mr.  WILLIAMS,  of  New  York :  The 
petition  of  Solomon  Schere  and  60  others, 
citizens  of  Buffalo,  New  Yprk,  in  favor  oi 
the  passage  of  House  bill  No.  1788,  increas- 
ing the  pensions  to  soldiers  of  the  late  war 
who  were  permanently  disabled  by  the  loss  of 
eyes  or  limbs. 


IN  SENATE. 
TussoAT,  AprU  28, 1872. 

Prayer  by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  P.  Nbw- 
MAir,  D.  D. 

The  Secretary  proceeded  to  read  the  Jour- 
nal of  yesterday's  proceedings. 

Mr.  HOWE.  It  there  is  no  special  desire 
to  bear  the  Journal  read,  f  move  to  dispense 
with  the  further  reading. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Wisconsin  asks  unanimous  consent  to 
dispense  with  the  farther  reading  of  the  Jour- 
nal.    Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  ROBERTSON.  I  object.  Let  it  be 
read. 

The  Secretary  resumed  and  concluded  the 
reading  of  the  Journal. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Petitions  are 
now  in  order. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  get  leave  to 
call  up  the  deficiency  bill  as  soon  as  the  morn- 
ing business  is  over,  and  I  desire  to  say  that 
the  necessity  of  disposing  of  it  is  very  great. 
The  pressure  comes  from  all  parts  of  the 
country. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.    Petitions  being 
now  in   order,  the  Senator  from    California 
asks  unanimous  consent  to  have  the  deficiency 
bill  taken  up  subject  to  the  morning  business. 
Is  there  objection? 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  object.  I  wish  to  call  atten- 
tention  to  the  Journal. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  correction  of 
the  Journal? 

Mr.  HOWE.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  care  to 
have  the  Journal  read;  but  it  having  been 
read  in  spite  of  me,  I  think  it  needs  correc- 
tion. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  That  is  first  in 
order. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  understand  the  Journal  to 
read  that  I  took  an  appeal  yesterday  from  the 
decision  of  the  Chair  to  the  effect  that  it  was 
not  in  order  to  discuss  the  merits  of  a  bill  on 
a  motion  to  proceed  to  ile  consideration. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  thinks 
the  Journal  does  not  so  state  as  he  heard  it 
read.  Jt  states  that  the  Chair  interrupted  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  and  stated  that  he 
thooght  he  was  discussing  the  merits,  and  on 
that  particular  point  the  Senator  appealed; 
that  w,  whether  he  was  or  was  not  discussing 
the  merits. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  us  hear  that  part  of 
the  Journal  read. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  be  again 
reported. 

The  Secretary  read  as  follows : 

*'  A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Looaf  that  the  Ben* 
ate  resume  the  oonaideration  of  the  reeolutien 
reported  from  the  Committee  on  Privileges  and 
Elections,  deolarinff  Joseph  0.  Abbott  not  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina;  and 

"  Mr.  UowB,  while  enjraffed  in  debate,  was  arrested 
in  his  remarks  by  the  Chair,  on  the  sround  that  he 
was  disoassins  the  merits  of  the  sabjeot,  which  was 
not  in  order  on  amotion  to  proceed  to  its  eonsidera- 
tion: 

**From  this  decision  of  the  Chair  Mr.  Howt 
appealed  to  the  Senate." 

Mr.  HOWE.     Mr.  President,  I  respectfally 


submit  that  that  does  not  state  the  q^-ie^- 
which  was  presented  to  the  Senate. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  % 
move  to  amend  the  Journal,  which  is  a  :;.- 
tion  of  privilege  at  thia  preaeet  ume,  a&c  *. 
it  will  be  for  the  Senate  to  decide  wiiccker  * 
Journal  is  correct  or  not. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  desire  to  liave  it  ase-iff . 
and  to  have  the  language  which  I  oae^  a 
which  was  held  to  be  a  diacoaaion  oa  the  bt 
its  of  the  bill  proposed  to  be  considered  app-a- 
The  point  upon  which  I  differed  with  ihe  C^ 
was  not  as  to  whether  it  was  in  order  or  ar: 
discuss  the  merits  of  a  bill  on  a  m^za  . 
proceed  to  its  consideration ;  i  expres&.r  l, 
mitted  that  that  was  not  in  order,  bat  I  ijksr^ 
that  I  had  said  nothing  about  the  men  u  : 
that  bill,  and  I  desire  that  the  words  I  w^ 
should  be  inserted  in  the  Joamal,  that  u  sa 
i^spear  what  was  cealiy  the  ^eetion  becv^ 
the  Chair  and  myselfl 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  w«de  w^* 
not  taken  down  at  the  time,  aod  do  aot  k. 
therefore,  within  the  rule,  whidi  refers  ssr 
cificaliy  to  words  that  are  taken  down  ma'1 
which  the  Chair  rules  when  a  point  of  osj-. 
is  made  upon  them.  The  Senator  from  •»  .• 
consin  will  remember  that  the  Chair  preUrTie. 
yesterday  that  the  Senator  should  sute  iti 
self  the  words  to  the  Senate.  The  Chair  vl 
about  to  state  them,  but  aaid  ''TheSsc^  - 
will  state  his  own  language  better,"  a&%.  ^ 
did  so  state  it.  The  Chair  miade  a  si^i^ 
ruling  a  great  many  times  yesterday.  d.r-. 
the  hour  that  was  spent  in  discussion  h^.j* 
anything  was  voted  upon,  apon  aeveraJ  ju- 
Senators.  The  Senator  from  Wiscon^  ai  ju. 
however,  appealed  from  his  rnUng.  fiev-. 
now  move  the  amendment  he  dedres  to  z' 
Journal,  which  hj  the  rulea  muat  be  in  vrthf 
If  the  Senator  will  prepare  it  or  give  it  so  ±. 
the  Secretary  can  obtain  it,  the  Chair  v 
then  submit  it  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Can  I  he  indalged  inms. 
little  time  to  draw  up  the  motion  T 

The  VICE  PRESlDBNT.  Certainly.  T. 
Senator  from  Wisconsin  moves  to  astee^  2' 
Journal.  The  Chair  is  jwst  informed  tha;  a- 
werds  are  in  print  in  the  Globe  this  aertzar 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  was  aboot  to  refer  te  uk 
Globe. 

Mr.  COLE.     Mr.  PreaideDt 


The  VICE  PRESlDBNT.     No  besii 
be  transacted  until  the  Journal  is  appre^ ' 
the  Senate.    That  is  the  first  Imaia^sin  or:- 

Mr.  SPENCER.  1  ask  aoaaimoas  cotj^ 
this  morning  to  make  a  few  r^naarks  whidk  r 
take  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  in  re|«H  r 
remarks  made  at  the  Cooper  laatitate.  S'p« 
York,  a  short  time  since  by  the  Senator  fn«i- 
Illinois,  [Mr.  TamfBULL.] 

The  VICE  PRESlDBNT.  The  Senator  frc: 
California  asked  nnanimona  eonsent  tbst  tt> 
deficiency  bill  be  taken  up  after  the  momii: 
bnsinese,  which  was  objected  to  by  the  Sesstr' 
flrom  Wisconsin  on  the  ground  that  he  de^r*^ 
to  correct  the  Journal  fint.  That  is  novpe^i 
ing  and  is  therefore  the  first  thing  in  criH 
The  Senator  from  California,  the  enairmu  c 
the  Committee  on  Approprlntiom,  asked  ou-j 
mous  consent,  but  it  was  objected  to  aoiii  ^* 
question  was  disposed  of. 

Mr.  HOWE,  t  have  found  the  werd^  be 
I  have  not  reduced  the  motien  to  writiaf. 

The  VICE  P&ESIDBNT.  That  wii.  ^ 
needful  if  the  Senator  will  ineorporat«  '^ 
words  he  used  yesterday.  The  mete  fbrc^ 
words  of  the  resolution  or  motion  oan  be  t^U 
down  by  the  Secretary. 

Mr.  HOWE.    The  langnap!  I  used  a«  n 
recorded  in  the  Globe  is  as  xoUowa  : 

"No  w.while  it  might  be  alittle  more  coBT«&ieot  a 
a  little  more  asreeable  to  the  feellasi  of  sone  <^  > 
to  have  the  Senator  firom  Ohio  present  vbn  '-k* 
bill  is  eonsidered,  what  k  the  eoodderatio&  v^  ^ 
calls  upon  the  Senate  to  proooedwith  tbebills"**^ 
by  the  Senator  from  PMmsylvaaia?  It  ia  not  •  49^ 
tion  of  eonvenlenee.  Tbere  Is  a  treat  biisioe««  c 
terest  of  the  ooontry  wfaioh  to-dar  aetaallr  feniW 
with asony  beoaoie  theLegistalttre will  sot *^ 
that  qnssuon. 
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The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
lovea  to  iocorporate  these  words  in  the 
ournal. 

Mr.  HOWE.  Yes,  sir ;  and  in  that  connec- 
lon  to  show  that  those  were  the  words  which 
rere  held  to  be  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of 
tie  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  cer- 
%My  has  no  objection.  The  Senator  from 
Visconsin  moves  to  have  incorporated  into 
be  Journal  the  precise  words  that  he  ased^ 
oupled  with  the  statement  that  the  Chair 
a  led  that  he  regarded  those  words  as  touching 
he  merits  of  theproposition. 

Mr  HOWE.    The  merits  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  Have  enough  go  in  to 
how  that  it  relates  to  the  bill. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  has 
aade  the  motion,  and  the  Chair  must  submit 
t  to  the  Senate  as  he  has  himself  stated  it. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  is  not  usual  to  put 
m  ihe  Journal  the  statements  of  a  Senator  or 
)f  the  Chair  further  than  the  decision.  I  think. 

do  not  think  the  reasons  that  the  rresiding 
Officer  gives  for  his  decision  are  ever  incor- 
)urated  in  the  Journal. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  is  stated  in 
he  Journal  that  this  touched  the  merits ;  that 
sail.  The  Senator  from  Wisconsin  desires 
lis  exact  words  to  be  incorporated  in  the  Jour- 
lal  in  order  to  vindicate  himself,  as  he  differed 
vith  the  Chair  and  a  majority  of  the  Senate 
ipon  the  question  whether  those  words  did 
nvolve  the  merits  of  the  proposition. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  I  have  no  objection, 
certainly,  but  it  seems  to  me  to  be  introduc- 
Dg  a  bad  practice  to  undertake  to  put  on  the 
Journal  the  words  used  in  debate.  The  words 
ire  in  the  Globe  correctly,  I  suppose. 

Mr.  HOWE.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  TRUMBULL.  It  seems  to  me  that  it 
would  be  a  bad  practice  to  commence  jour- 
nalizing a  thing  of  that  kind. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  think  it  would  be  a 
rery  good  practice  to  put  those  words  into  the 
Journal,  because  thev  are  the  very  jurisdic- 
tional words  upon  which  the  whole  question 
turns.  All  that  there  was  before  the  Senate 
Mid  before  the  Chair  was  the  precise  question 
IS  to  whether  those  words  used  by  the  Sen- 
itor  from  Wisconsin  were  in  order  or  out  of 
3rder.  The  Chair  held  they  were  out  of  order 
Mid  the  Senate  sustained  him.  Now,  then,  in 
3rder  to  have  the  Journal  of  any  value  at  all 
in  the  future  as  showing  what  the  orders  of 
:he  Senate  have  been,  it  is  indispensable  that 
:he  Journal  should  contain  the  precise  thing 
iipon  which  the  judgment  of  the  Senate  was 
expressed,  and  that  was  these  identical  words. 
They  therefore  ought  to  go  in  by  all  means. 

Mr.  POMEROY.  I  only  want  enough  of 
the  debate  to  go  in  to  show  that  those  words 
were  relative  to  the  bill  of  the  Senator  from 
Pennsylvania,  [Mr.  Scott.] 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  The  Journal  now  shows 
ihat  sobstantialiy. 

Mr  POMEROY.  Enough  ought  to  go  in 
to  show  that  these  words  related  to  the  char- 
icter  of  that  bill. 

Mr  HOWE.  If  the  Senator  from  Kansas 
is  under  the  impression  that  there  is  not 
enough  in  the  words  already  read  b^  me,  and 
will  mdicate  an^  others,  I  am  quite  willing 
they  should  go  in.  I  just  want  the  Journal 
to  show  what  the  question  was. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  motion  of 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  is  before  the  Sen- 
ile. Is  the  Senate  ready  for  the  question? 
The  motion  is  to  amend  the  Journal  by  incor- 
porating the  words  which  the  Senator  frotq 
WisconHin  has  read  from  the  Globe,  on  which 
the  Chair  ruled,  and  upon  which  an  appeal  was 
taken. 

The  proposed  amendment  to  the  Journal 
was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  COLE.    I  renew  my  request. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
irom  California  asks  unanimous  consent  to 
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call  up  the  deficiency  bill,  subject  to  morning 
business.     Is  there  objection  ? 

Mr.  HOWE.     Yes,  Mr.  President. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  appears 
to  be  objection. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
to  be  allowed  to  submit  a  few  remarks  this 
morning,  not  exceeding  fifteen  minutes,  in 
answer  to  the  speech  of  the  Senator  from  Illi- 
nois at  the  Cooper  Institute  some  time  since. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion? 

Mr.  HAMLIN.    I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Petitions  are 
in  order. 

PETITIONS  AND  HEU0RIAL8. 

Mr.  WILSON  presented  thirty-five  memo- 
rials of  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  asking  the  passaee  of  a  law  to  equalize 
promotion  in  the  several  arms  of  the  service; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.FRELINGHUYSEN  presented  three 
petitions  of  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
praying  that  the  patent  of  A.  B.  Wilson  for 
sewing-machines  may  not  be  extended ;  wtiich 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

He  also  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Globe 
Sewing-Machine  Company,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  of  the  patent  originally 
eranted  to  William  H.  Akins  and  Jacob  D. 
Felthonsen  ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mirtee  on  Patents. 

He  also  presented  the  memorial  of  the  Whit- 
ney Sewing-Machine  Company,  remonstrating 
against  the  extension  of  the  patent  originally 
granted  to  William  H.  Akins  and  Jacob  D. 
Felthonsen ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Patents. 

Mr.  LOGAN  presented  a  petition  of  citizens 
of  Chicago,  praying  the  passage  of  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Jacob  D.  Felthonsen  and  William 
H.  Akins ;  which  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Patents. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  presented  the  petition  of 
John  L.  Pendery,  praying  compensation  for 
services  renderea  in  prosecuting  various  per- 
sons and  trespassers  on  Indian  lands;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr.  SUMNER.  Mr.  President,  I  present  the 
petition  of  a  large  number  of  former  slaves, 
who  were  enlisted  and  served  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  and  who  now  pray  Con- 
gress to  give  to  them  equality  in  bounties.  I 
would  say  of  this  petition  that  it  seems  to  be 
signed  by  these  ex-slaves  with  their  marks, 
but  is  authenticated  by  what  is  called  the 
^'attest"  of  a  gentleman  who  autiienticates 
all  the  signatures.  I  move  that  this  petition 
be  r-eferred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SUMNER  presented  the  memorial  of 
Anna  Q.  T.  Parsons,  daughter  and  heir,  and 
for  the  coheirs  of  Nehemiah  Parsons,  late 
of  Boston,  Massachusetts,  deceased,  praying 
indemnification  for  spoliations  committed  by 
the  French  prior  to  the  year  1801;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CRAGIN  presented  proposals  of  the 
Western  Iron  Ship  and  Boat  Building  Com- 
pany for  the  construction  of  vessels  of  war 
and  iron  ships,  steamers,  and  boat«  for  com- 
mercial purposes  ;  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Mr.  FENTON  presented  the  petition  and 
papers  in  the  case  of  Susan  L.  nrainerd,  of 
Albany,  New  York,  relative  to  a  claim  grow- 
ing out  of  services  performed  by  her  father, 
Elijah  Brainerd,  during  the  revolutionary  war ; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr.  HITCHCOCK  presented  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Nebraska,  praying  Congress  to  take 
action  in  regard  to  the  selection  of  lands  by 


the  Burlington  and.  Missouri  River  Railroad 
Company  in  Nebraska,  outside  of  and  beyond 
their  twenty  mile  limit;  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Publio  Lands. 

Mr.  LEWIS  presented  the  petition  of  Fred- 
erick R.  Brown,  of  Franklin  county,  Virginia, 
praying  the  removal  of  his  political  disabili- 
ties ;  which  was  referred  to  the  select  Com- 
mittee on  the  Removal  of  Political  Disabilities. 

Mr.  SCOTT  presented  two  remonstrances 
of  citizens  of  Philadelphia,  against  an  alter- . 
ation  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
so  as  to  allow  a  person  of  foreign  birth  to  be 
made  President  of  the  United  States  ;  which 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  presented  the  petition  of 
John  L.  Buck,  praying  compensation  for  prop- 
erty used  and  destroyed  during  the  war  ;  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  ALCORN.  Mr.  President,  the  Legis- 
lature of  Mississippi  has  passed  an  act  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  University  of  Mississippi, 
at  Oxford,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  there 
a  university  for  the  education  of  females  to  be 
styled  the  ^^Reneau  Female  University,"  the 
name  beine  given  in  honor  of  Miss  SallieEolia 
Reneau,  a  distinguished  educator  of  that  State. 
I  now  present  a  memorial  from  that  Legisla- 
ture praying  Congress  for  an  appropriation  of 
public  lands  for  toe  endowment  of  tnis  female 
college,  and  I  move  its  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

JOBEPH   8E0AR. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  ask  the  Senate  to  taka 
up  and  consider  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  Segar,  of  Virginia,  action  upon  which 
was  deferred  in  consequence  of  miy  absence 
some  two  weeks  since,  when  the  Cfommittee 
on  Claims  had  a  day  for  the  hearing  of  their 
reports. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  requires 
unanimous  consent  at  this  time. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  wish. to  object;  but  I 
moved  to  take  up  a  matter  of  immense  import- 
ance and  general  interest,  the  deficiency 
appropriation  bill,  which  is  nearly  concluded, 
and  I  hope  no  Senator  will  ask  to  take  up  any 
bill  to  pay  a  mere  private  claim. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  un- 
derstands the  Senator  from  California  to  ob- 
ject. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  not  object  if  no  other 
Senator  does. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Is  there  objec- 
tion to  the  proposition  of  the  Senator  from 
West  Virginia  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Joseph  Segar?  The  Chair  hears  no  objec- 
tion. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  propose  to  yield  to 
morning  business. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  bill  then 
will  be  reserved  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
morning  business. 

PAPKKS  WITHDRAWN  AND  REFBKRBD. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  THURMAN,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  petition  and  papers  of  William 
Feritt  be  taken  from  the  files  of  the  Senate  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Foreisn  Relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  SAWYER,  it  was 

Orderedt  That  James  B.  Armstrong  have  leave  to 
withdraw  bis  petition  and  papers  from  the  files  of 
the  Senate. 

KKPORTS  or  COMMirrKKS. 

Mr.  VICKERS,  from  the  Committee  on 
Commerce,  to  whom  was  refered  the  bill  (H. 
R.  No.  1968)  to  authorize  the  city  of  Buffalo, 
New  York,  to  construct  a  tunnel  under 
Niagara  river  and  to  erect  and  maintain  an 
inlet  pier  therefrom  for  the  purpose  of  supply- 
ing the  city  of  Buffalo  with  pure  water, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

He  also,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  943)  pro- 
viding for  the  transit  of  merchant  vessels  of 
heavy  draft  across  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
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the  Mississippi  river,  reported  adversely  there- 
on, and  moved  its  inaefinite  postponement; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  FtiELlNGHUYSBN,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Agriculture,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  bill  (S.  No.  694)  to  prevent  cruelty  to  ani- 
mals while  in  transit  by  railroad  or  other  means 
of  transportation  within,  the  United  States, 
reported  it  without  amendment. 

Mr.  MORLIILL,  of  Vermont,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Finance,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  (8.  No.  987)  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  settle  the  account  of  Henry- 
Warren,  late  depositary^  Oregon  City,  Oregon, 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration, and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  ;  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  The  Committee  on  Com- 
merce, to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (S.  No. 
191)  to  establish  the  collection  districts  of  Bis 
cayne  and  Tampa,  in  the  State  of  Florida, 
have  instructed  me  to  report  it  back  with  an 
amendment,  and  to  ask  the  concurrence  of  the 
Senate  in  the  amendment  and  the  passage  of 
the  bill  with  the  .amendment.  As  the  bill  is 
very  brief,  and  is  simply  of  local  importance  to 
the  State  of  Florida,  I  desire  to  have  it  con- 
sidered at  this  time. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  bill. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  like  to  inquire 
if  there  is  any  recommendation  of  this  bill  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  ? 

Mr.  SPEN  CEK.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury recommends  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  should  liketo.hear  the 
recommendation  read. 

-  Mr.  SPENCER.  The  letter  is  in  the  com- 
miitee-room.  The  bill  will  have  to  go  over  if 
the  Senator  insists  upon  that. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  papers  do 
not  accompany  the  bill. 

Mr.  SPENCER.  I  withdraw  it  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  SCOTT,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of 
D.  H.  London,  asking  for  the  establishment 
of  the  national  exchequer  of  America,  asked 
to  be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration  ; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  HILL,  from  the  Committee  on  Revo- 
lutionary Claims,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Frederick  Vincent,  submitted  a 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill  (S.  No.  1020) 
for  the  relief  of  Frederick  Vincent,  adminis- 
trator of  James  Le  Caze,  surviving  partner  of 
Le  Caze  &  Mallet. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  printed,  and 
the  bill  was  read  and  passed  to  the  second 
reading. 

Mr.  NYE.  The  Committee  on  Territories, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
279)  to  repeal  section  one  of  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  **An  act  to  provide  a  tem- 
porary government  for  the  Territory  of  Idaho, 
approved  March  8,  1868,''  approved  March  2, 
1867,  have  directed  me  to  report  it  back  with- 
out recommendation.  The  committee  stood 
three  to  three.  I  want  to  call  it  up  for  con- 
sideration on  Thursday  morning. 

G.  0.  SUSPAKD. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  am  directed Ji>y  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Relations,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  (S.  No.  851)  to  empower  C. 
O.  Shepard,  charg6  d'afiPaires  at  Japan,  to 
draw  his  salary  as  such  officer,  to  report  it 
back  to  the  Senate  with  an  amendment.  It  is 
a  bill  of  but  a  few  words  to  settle  an  account, 
and  therefore  I  ask  the  Senate  to  be  good 
enough  to  take  it  up  immediately. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Senate,  as  in 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceeded  to  con- 
sider the  bill.  It  proposes  to  allow  C.  0.  Shep- 
ard, charg6  d'affaires  of  the  United  States  of 
America  at  Japan,  from  the  23d  of  December, 
1871,  until  relieved  from  that  office,  to  draw 
his  pay  for  his  services  at  the  rate  of  fifty  per 
cenL  allowed  by  law  during  the  same  period 


to  the   minister  of  the  United  States  at  the 
same  post. 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations  re- 
ported the  bill  with  an  ameuament,  to  add  the 
following  proviso : 

Provided,  That  daring  the  time  for  which  fifty  per 
cent,  of  the  salary  is  allowed  the  said  G.  0.  Shepard 
shall  not  beentiUod  to  pay  as  consul  at  Kanagawa, 
Japan. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  sorry  to  disturb 
the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  but  we 
have  a  statute  which  positively  forbids  extra 
allowances  to  officers  performing  duties  in  this 
manner.  1  wish  to  inquire  what  is  the  object 
of  this  special  legislation,  and  why  it  should 
not  apply  to  all  cases  if  it  applies  to  this? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  If  the  Senator  will  allow 
me,  it  does  not  contemplate  new  legislation  at 
all.  There  is  a  law  by  which  consuls  when 
acting  as  diplomatic  agents  shall  receive  a 
certain  compensation  which  amounts  to  about 
the  same  as  this.  This  gentleman  is  filling 
the  office  of  cbarg6  now,  while  the  minister  is 
in  the  United  States  with  the  commissioners 
and  ininisters  from  Japan.  It  will  be  but  for 
a  short  time.  We  made  no  alteration  in  the 
law,  and  give  him  only  about  five  hundred 
dollars  more  than  he  would  get  by  settling  his 
accounts  now  in  a  roundabout  way.  The  com- 
mittee were  unanimous  on  the  subject,  and 
we  inserted  that  proviso  to  prevent  the  Gov- 
ernment from  suffering  any  loss. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Then,  if  I  understand  it, 
it  is  to  give  him  $600  more  for  performing  this 
service  while  the  minister  is  at  home,  than  the 
law  would  give  him. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  Not  the  law,  but  the 
regulations  of  the  Department  would  give  him. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Why  is  an  exception 
made  in  this  case  so  as  to  make  it  different 
from  other  similar  cases? 

Mr.  CAMERON.  The  reason  for  the  ex- 
ception in  this  case  is  that  this  gentleman  has 
taken  charge  of  a  very  important  mission  in  the 
absence  of  the  minister;  that  he  has  to  leave 
his  consulate  and  go  into  the  interior  of  the 
country  some  three  hundred  or  three  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  at  an  additional  expense,  and  we 
have  allowed  him  $500  a  year  to  cover  all  those 
expenses.  It  is  undoubtedly  a  fair  compensa- 
tion, a  very  trifling  one  at  best,  and  he  does 
the  whole  duty  of  the  minister.  He  gets  nothing 
as  consul.  There  ought  to  be  no  objection  to 
it  at  all. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  am  not  going  to  inter- 
pose my  single  power  of  objecting.  I  merely 
wish  to  have  the  Globe  show  that  I  think  it  a 
bad  precedent,  and  I  am  opposed  to  it  myself 
on  the  statement  that  has  been  made.  Of 
course  the  Senate  can  pass  it  if  they  choose  to 
do  so. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  as  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  concurred  in. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
passed. 

BILLS  INTRODUCED. 

Mr.  TIPTON  asked,  and  by  unanimous  con- 
sent obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  hi  11  (S.  No. 
1018)  granting  the  right  of  way  to  the  Dakota 
Grand  Trunk  Railway  Company,  in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Dakota ;  which  was  read  twice  by  its 
title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  CLAYTON  asked,  and  by  unanimous 
consent  obtained,  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  (S. 
No.  1019)  for  the  relief  of  John  L.  Buck,  of 
Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas ;  which  was  read  twice 
by  its  title,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

OUTRAOKS  IN  THE  CHEROKEE  NATION. 

Mr.  POMEROY  submitted  the  following 
resolution ;  which  was  considered  by  unani- 
mous consent,  and  agreed  to : 

Beached,  That  the  Department  of  Justice  be.  and 
hereby  is,  direoted  to  furnish  tp  the  Senate  ot  the 


United  States  copie8  of  any  pap«r«  on  file  «i3<^  i- 
A.  D.  I960,  relatinir  to  acta  of  United  States  l.  : 
or  deputy  marshals  io  that  portion  cf  th>  »-. 
district  of  Arkansas    now  comprUinx    tic  I 
country ;  also  all  information  in  Uiepos:ie!i?.<:u 
DepartmoDt  rolatinr  to  the  lata  oatraces  *:  n 
inure,  Barren  Fork,  in  the  Cherokee  natioa. 

Mr.  POMEROY  subseauently  said:  I  . 
to  have  my  resolution  Dioaified  so  that  i:  -. 
request  the  President  for  the  ioforma:.. 
not  incompatible  with  the  public  ioteresi 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.      If  there  tt 
objection  that  modification  will  be  made. 

CANAL  ACROSS  MINNESOTA   POINT 

Mr.  CARPENTER.      I  ask  the  Sena* 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  r^S'  ..• 
that   I   introduced  on    Saturday  last,  ^> 
information  from  the  same  Departrnt-ui 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  A  bUI  n.*  - 
taken  up  by  unanimous  consent,  pending  •••. 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  odot^s  tL^' 
Senate  proceed  to  the  consideration  o!  * 
resolution  otfered  by  himself  calling  fcr  ^X'- 
tive  information. 

The  -motion  was  agreed  to  ;   and  the  v--  • 

proceeded  to  consider  the  following  resold 

Resolved,  That  the  Attorney  Qeneral  be  dtr 
if  ooDsistont  with  the  public  serriee,  to  eoas. 
cate  to  the  Senate  in  formation  of  proceediaci  ^■~ 
have  been  taken  in  the  judicial  ooarta  to  r :?  - 
the  difTCrinff  of  a  canal  aoron  Minnesota  Poin, : 
Duluth,  in  the  State  of  Minnesota,  and  a  7>:-< 
the  record  of  such  proeeediac.  and  ail  corrt-*;  . 
enco  in  the  Department  ef  Justioa  eoneerc  z.i  . 
same. 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     I  desire  to  modi7 
resolution^  by  striking  out  the  words  **  At*  '. 
General  '^  and  inserting  '*  Department  «i: . 
tice  ; ''  and  also  by  striking  oat  the  word-  ' 
consistent  with  the  public  service,' *  a^;  I  >•* 
lieve  those  words  are  only  inserted  in  rrn.  . 
tions  addressed  to 'the  President. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.      The  resf..  r 
will  be  so  modified. 

The  resolution,  as  modified,    was  ad  'p^. 

JOSKPU  SKUAR. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.     The  bill  iS  N 
889)  for  the  relief  of  Joseph   Segar,  of  \: 
ginia,  is  now  before  the  Senate  aa  in  Cu::'^ 
tee  of  the  Whole,  the  morning  business  bar.:, 
been  concluded. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.     Mr.  President 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  Connecticut.  Wi.:  .- 
Senator  from  West  Virginia  yield  to  ase  .. 
make  a  statement? 

Mr.  BOREMAN.     Yes,  air. 

Mr.  FERRY,  of  ConnecticuL     When  il- 
matter  was  before  the  Senate  the  other  Uiv.  • 
stated  the  impressions  which   I   had  for.-s-* 
with  regard  to  the  value  of  this  proper.*  : 
Mr.  Segar.     Since  that  time  infom!Lau<i&  i^ 
been  communicated  to  me  which  satisfies -- 
that  I  was  wrong — that  I  placed  myestiir.a'je. 
its  value  altogether  too  low.     Althoogh  1  i 
not  know  that  its  value  is  as  great  as  1^  b-^r* 
insisted  on  by  Mr.  Segar  himself,  I  am  !j>!-* 
fied  that  I  was  wrong  and  estimated  it  tco  .o v 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  oagk:  a\- 
to  iBtate  that  I  was  misinformed  in  reiaiii>{  •> 
Mr.  Segar's  having  had  any  bill  before  C  ■£ 
gress  for  compensation,  or  having  received  %.  .< 
compensation  for  other  property. 

The  bill  was  reported  to  the  Senate  witii>/ 
amendment. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  I  should  like  to  in.]c  r 
of  the  Senator  from  West  Virginia  how  mu«.. 
has  been  paid  Mr.  Segar.  My  impressioc  .- 
against  this  claim  very  strongly,  i  thick  «^ 
have  paid  him  a  large  sum  of  money  alrvair. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  find  from  a  htUe  l  \- 
cussion  which  took  place  here  the  other  d  ij 
in  my  absence  that  many  Senators  were  IttlnT 
ing  under  a  misapprehension  in  regard  \k 
what  Mr.  Segar  had  heretofore  received  fiva 
the  Government. 

On  the  24th  day  of  May,  1861,  a  portiun  d 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  under  th: 
command  of  General  Butler,  took  posse><ioa 
of  Mr.  Segar's  fisirm,  on  which  he  res^tifC. 
being  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  ao-es  d 
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and,  three  hundred  and  twenty  of  which  were 
Qiproved  and  ander  cultivation,  and  contin- 
led  ill  the  occupation  of  the  whole  farm  from 
hat  time  until  January,  1867,  nearly  six 
rears,  with  the  exception  that  for  a  time  the 
roops  were  in  the  occupation  of  his  house 
ilso.  The  whole  of  bis  farm  was  occupied ; 
Htches  were  cut;  railroads  were  laid  across  it 
n  different  directions;  houses  were  erected, 
ibanties,  and  so  on.  It  was  very  much  cut  up 
uid  destroyed  and  injured,  so  that  it  would 
equire  an  immense  amount  of  money  to  re- 
aore  it  to  its  original  condition.  But  for  the 
iamage  done  nothing  is  allowed  by  the  com- 
nittee.  The  committee  heretofore  agreed  to 
illow  him  $25,000  and  upward;  but  the  com- 
nittee  of  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  a  mem- 
ber, the  Committee  on  Claims  at  this  session, 
):ive  reduced  him  to  $15,000.  .  In  the  fall  of 
1865  there  was  a  military  board  appointed  for 
he  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  real  value  of 
be  farm  and  the  amount  due  for  its  occupa* 
.ion.  They  allowed  him  a  certain  sum  per 
nonth.  The  report  of  this  committee  is  con- 
(iderably  less  than  that  of  the  military  board. 
iVe  have  reduced  it  between  three  and  four 
iiousand  dollars. 

I  remarked  awhile  ago  that  the  military 
continued  in  possession  of  his  whole  farm  to 
Fanuary,  1867;  but  it  is  due  to  the  correct 
itatement  of  the  case  to  say  that  from  the 
President's  proclamation  of  the  2d  of  April, 
1866,  until  January,  1867,  Mr.  Segar  received 
jay  for  the  rent  of  his  farm,  less  than  one 
f'ear.  The  quartermaster's  department  be 
ore  that  time  held  that  they  had  no  right  to 
)ay  him  because  it  was  in  insurrectionary  ter- 
'itory. 

The  Committee  on  Claims  have  thoroughly 
considered  this  matter,  and  they  are  satisfied 
)f  the  merit  of  the  claim.  I  believe  now  the 
committee  would  allow  Mr.  Segar  the  whole 
imount,  which  would  be  between  eighteen  and 
iineteen  thousand  dollars,  if  they  hadarecon- 
tideration  of  the  matter.  They  reduced  the 
illowance  of  the  board  to  $15,000. 

I  will  state  also  in  justice  to  Mr.  Segar  that 

have  known  him  for  many  years.  I  was 
veil  acquainted  with  him  for  several  years 
)erore  the  war ;  for  some  six  or  eight  years 
)efore  the  war  he  and  myself  were  members 
ogether  in  the  Virginia  Legislature,  and  we 
vere  there  at  the  beginning  of  the  rebellion 
ogether.  He  was  not  only  a  loyal  man,  but 
le  was  positively  and  demonstratively  a  loyal 
nan. 

Mr.  CAMERON.  If  the  Senator  is  speak- 
ngto  me,  I  trust  he  will  not  give  himself  any 
nore  trouble  on  that  subject.  He  has  con- 
vinced me. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.     I  am  glad  of  it. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  should  like  to  inquire  how 
nuch  Mr.  Segar  has  received  on  account  of 
his  matter  frgm  the  quartermaster's  depart- 
nentor  from  any  source  under  the  Govern- 
nent. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  He  has  not  received  one 
cent  fur  the  time  we  have  allowed  him. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  is  not  the  question.  On 
his  account,  I  say;  not  on  account  of  this  par- 
icular  bill. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  West  Virginia.  Between 
wo  and  three  thousand  dollars  in  all,  I  will 
inswer  the  Senator. 

Mr.  BOREMAN.  I  will  state  precisely— I 
itated  a  few  moments  since — that  from  the  2d 
lay  of  April,  1866,  the  date  of  the  proclama 
ion  of  President  Johnson  declaring  the  war 
inded,  to  the  Ist  of  January,  1867,  some 
leven  or  eight  months,  Mr.  Segar  received 
)ay.  For  no  other  time  has  he  received  one 
cent,  and  for  nothing  else  has  he  received  a 
!ent. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
bird  reading,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

DBFIOIKNCY  APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  proceed 
•o  the  consideration  of  the  deficiency  bill. 


Mr.  THURMAN.  That  will  not  displace 
the  order  of  the  day,  I  suppose. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  It  will  npt  at 
one  o'clock.  The  Senator  from  California 
has  sought  the  floor  several  times  to-day  to 
advance  this  bill. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  no  objection  to 
its  proceeding  until  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  HOWE.  I  want  to  ask  the  Senator  if 
he  will  not  give  us  five  minutes  for  the  trans- 
action of  other  business. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  thought  we  were  through  with 
the  morning  business.  If  there  is  any  more 
important  business  than  the  appropriation  bill 
now  pending,  I  will  give  way  to  it  readily, 
without  hesitation. 

Mr.  HOWE.  If  the  Senator  says  he  will 
not  give  way,  I  will 

Mr.  COLE.  I  do  not  know  what  business 
it  is  that  is  so  pressing,  unle'is  it  be  the  Segar 
claim  or  something  ot  that  sort. 

Ihe  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  is 
on  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from  California. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill  (H.  R. 
No.  1654)  making  appropriations  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  appropriations  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Government  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 
ing June  80,  1872,  and  for  former  years,  and 
for  other  purposes,  the  pending  question  being 
on  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Morrill,  of  Ver- 
mont, to  insert  as  an  additional  section  the 
following : 

Skc.  — .  Thatthejurisdictinnof  the  Court  of  Claims 
shall  not  extend  to  or  inclttde  any  claim  for  any 
abandoned  or  captured  property  received  or  col- 
lected either  by  the  civil  or  military  aathorities  of 
the  United  States,  under  the  act  approved  March  12, 
1863,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  oolleotion 
of  abandoned  property,  and  for  the  prevention  of 
frauds  in  insurrectionary  districts  within  the  United 
States,"  nor  under  any  act  amendatory  thereof  or  in 
relation  thereto:  but  the  said  oourtshall  have  juris- 
diction only  in  coses  duly  commouoed  in  said  court 
within  two  years  after  the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion, when  it  shall  be  established  as  a  fact,  by  proof 
satisfactory  to  said  court,  that  the  owner  of  such 
property  has  never,  in  fact,  ffiven  any  aid  or  comfort 
to  said  rebel  Hon ;  and  no  judgment  of  said  court,  in 
any  case,  under  said  acts  shall  be  paid,  unless  such 
finding  shall  be  stated  as  a  proven  fact  in  the  judg- 
ment of  said  court. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
Delaware  in  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  the  remarks 
I  submitted  yesterday  upon  this  proposed 
amendment  to  the  deficiency  bill  were  made 
on  the  spur  of  the  moment  without  that  prep- 
aration and  deliberation  that  it  seems  to  me 
the  question  so  highly  deserves.  My  chief 
impulse  in  objecting  to  the  passage  of  legis- 
lation in  this  direction  was  that  it  seemea  to 
me  to  affect  the  action  of  a  coordinate  branch 
of  our  Government,  the  judicial  branch,  the 
feeblest  of  the  three  great  departments  of  the 
Government,  the  most  defenseless  of  the  three, 
and  yet  of  the  three  aa  essential  as  either  or 
both  of  the  other  coordinate  branches  for  the 
safety  of  the  country. 

Surely,  sir,  there  should  be  finality  in  ques- 
tions of  construction  of  our  laws.  Where  can 
we  look  for  that  authoritative  voice  which  shall 
regulate  the  control  and  construction  of  our 
laws  if  not  to  the  judicial  branch  ?  My  objec* 
tion  to  this  measure  is  chiefly  that  it  is  an  inva- 
sion of  the  judicial  prerogative  upon  this  subject 
of  that  department  of  the  Government  compe- 
tent to  speak,  and  whose  voice  when  uttered  in  a 
regular  and  orderly  way  should  receive  atten- 
tion, receive  respect,  and  be  treated  with  obedi- 
ence by  all  of  the  coijrdinate  branches  as  well 
as  by  the  citizens  of  the  country.  This  depart- 
ment has  spoken,  and  in  unmistakable  tones. 
If  I  understand  the  purpose  and  meaning  of 
the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  which  I  referred  to  and  quoted  from 
yesterday,  it  is  that  the  presidential  preroga- 
tive of  pardon  shall  not  directly  or  indirectly 
be  invaded  by  the  legislative  branch  of  the 
Government. 

I  admit,  sir,  that  Congress  may  say  what  class 
of  men  are  competent  to  sue  in  the  courts  of 


the  United  States;  they  may  prescribe  the 
methods  of  contesting  suits ;  they  may  pre- 
scribe conditions  for  parties  appearing  in  those 
courts;  they  may  prescribe  the  age  of  parties; 
they  may  prescribe  the  limitation  of  actions ; 
they  may  prescribe  the  class  of  cases  which 
may  come  before  them;  but  Congress  can- 
not do  that  indirectly  which  they  cannot  do 
directly;  and  if  they  cannot  directly  impose  a 
condition  and  restriction  upon  the  executive 
power  to  pardon  which  is  not  contained  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  then  I  deny 
their  power  indirectly  to  accomplish  the  same 
result. 

A  pardoned  man  stands  before  the  courts 
of  this  country  and  he  stands  before  the  Legis- 
lature of  this  country,  holding  the  executive 
pardon  in  his  band,  as  though  he  never  was 
guilty,  and  no  consequence  of  his  guilt,  direct 
or  indirect,  can  be  imposed  upon  him  as  a 
disqualification  in  any  case.  I  cannot  admit, 
I  do  not  believe  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  will  ever  decide  that  Congress 
shall  exclude  men  from  the  Court  of  Claims 
because  they  are  the  holders  of  executive 
pardons  or  because  they  have  committed  acts 
which  by  the  executive  pardon  are  entirely 
condoned.  The  forgiveness  is  complete,  and 
in  the  eye  of  the  law,  in  the  eye  of  the  Consti- 
tution, the  man  who  has  been  pardoned  of  the 
offense  is  the  same  in  all  respects  as  if  he  had 
never  committed  it. 

I  think  it  of  great  importance  to  the  people 
of  this  country  that  obedience  to  the  laws, 
obedience  to  those  tribunals  whose  voices 
announce  to  us  the  true  construction  of  the 
law,  should  be  ready  and  hearty.  It  is  to  my 
mind  an  ill  example  for  Congress,  as  a  coor- 
dinate branch,  to  set  to  the  people  of  this 
country  either  that  they  can  by  reiterated 
legislation  embarrass  the  suitor,  or  that  they 
can  frame  their  legislation  in  some  way,  by 
quibbles  or  piecemeal,  to  affect  the  true  spirit 
and  intent  of  judicial  decisions. 

What  is  the  meaning  of  the  maxim  that  it 
is  for  the  interest  of  Uie  commonwealth  that 
litigation  should  cease?  Why  is  it  that  the 
great  maxim  of  standing  by  decisions  has  been 
accepted  in  all  countries  as  the  wisest  rule? 
it  is  that  there  should  be  something  settled  and 
admitted,  and  when  once  decided,  it  should 
be  submitted  to.  Yet  here  we  have,  not  for 
the  first  time,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  legislation, 
or  proposed  legislation,  following  upon  the 
heels  of  deliberate  judicial  decisions,  for  the 
purpose  of  destroying  the  effects  of  those 
decisions.  There  never  can  be  prosperity 
until  there  is  stabilitv,  and  there  never  will  be 
stability  until  the  decisions  of  the  courts, 
deliberately  made,  shall  be  obeyed ;  ana 
whether  that  disobedience  is  prompted  by  the 
efforts  of  Congress  to  emancipate  themselves 
from  the  constitutional  control  given  to  this 
coordinate  branch  of  the  Government,  or 
whether  it  comes  from  any  still  more  revolu- 
tionary act  of  appeal  to  **the  higher  law,''  or 
the  like,  I  shall  still  always  feel  myself  im- 
pelled to  insist  upon  obedience  to  the  judicial 
decisions  of  the  country. 

Surely,  Mr.  President,  if  the  original  Drake 
amendment  to  an  appropriation  bill  had  passed 
through  the  usual  and  orderly  process  of  com- 
mitment, examination,  and  report,  it  may  well 
be  doubted  whether  it  ever  would  have  been 
the  law  of  the  country ;  and  upon  a  question 
of  this  kind,  embracing  so  much  of  interest, 
embracing  so  much  of  importance  even  merely 
as  to  amounts — and  that  I  treat  as  the  most  in- 
significant portion  of  this  whole  discussion — 
embracing  so  much  of  importance  as  a  rule 
affecting  the  relations  of  the  great  departments 
of  this  Government  to  each  other,  would  it 
not  be  wiser  and  more  decorous  if  this  amend- 
ment were  submitted  to  the  criticisms  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  of  this  body?  If 
they  shall  conceive  that  under  the  present 
frame  of  our  laws  touching  the  Court  of  Claims 
the  Treasury  is  not  sufficiently  protected, 
amendments  may  be  offered  in  order  to  pro- 
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duce  that  effect.  But  here  is  an  amendment 
which  has  received  the  sanction  of  no  com- 
mittee ;  which,  on  the  contrary,  as  I  have  shown 
the  Senate,  by  its  necessary  effect  is  to  over- 
ride or  evade  the  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  ;  and  will  this  body 
be  content  that  this  shall  become  the  law  ot 
the  land  without  due  care  and  orderly  pro- 
ceeding to  ascertain  whether  there  is  a  conflict 
between  the  proposed  measure  and  the  con- 
struction given  to  former  laws  upon  principle 
by  the  Supreme  Court? 

Now,  Mr.  President,  this  proposed  law 
affects  the  claim  of  the  owners  of  captured 
and  abandoned  property.  It  is  private  prop 
erty,  property  which  the  Supreme  Court  of  tne 
United  States,  in  the  opinion  which  I  read  from 
yesterday,  in  the  case  of  the  United  States  vs. 
IiClein,  declared  to  be  protected  by  the  laws  of 
civilized  warfare.  *' The  Government,'*  said 
the  court,  *^  recognized  to  the  fullest  extent 
the  humane  maxims  of  the  modern  law  of  na- 
tions, which  exempt  private  property  of  non- 
combatant  enemies  from  capture  as  booty  of 
war.  Even  the  law  of  confiscation  was  spar- 
ingly applied.  The  cases  were  few  indeed 
in  which  the  property  of  any  not  engaged  in 
actual  hostilities  was  suljected  to  seizure  and 
sale.'' 

The  Senate  are  aware,  and  the  country  well 
knows,  under  what  a  system  of  greed,  of  un- 
checked rapacity,  this  private  property  of 
citizens  through  the  southern  country  was 
taken  possession  of  by  those  who  professed  to 
represent  the  Government.  In  the  city  of 
Savannah  I  believe  there  were  from  thirty  to 
forty  thousand  bales  of  cotton  found  and  seized, 
much  the  larger  portion  of  which  was  private 
property,  much  of  it  of  non-resident  aliens. 
In  other  portions  of  the  country,  in  the  private 
gin-houses  of  the  planters,  was  this  cotton 
seized.  It  was  seized  ruthlessly.  There  was 
DO  law  to  protect  the  owner ;  there  was  then 
no  court  for  him  to  appeal  to ;  no  writ  of 
replevin  to  restore  his  property  to  him. 

8BNAT0R  VROM  NORTH  CAROLINA. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Delaware  will  please  suspend.  The 
morning  hour  has  expired  and  the  North 
Carolina  case  is  before  the  Senate,  upon 
which  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Car- 
penter] is  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  ask  that  the  North  Carolina 
case  be  laid  aside  informally  in  order  that  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  may  conclude. 

Mr.  LOGAN.     I  object. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator 
from  Illinois  objects. 

Mr.  LOGAN.  I  have  no  objection  to  the 
speech  being  finished,  if  that  is  all  that  is 
asked. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  Senator  from  Del- 
aware does  not  want  to  proceed. 

Mr.  COLE.  That  is  a  peculiar  dilemma  in 
which  we  are  placed  in  tnis  case.  I  ask  the 
Senator  from  Wisconsin,  who,  I  think,  does 
not  wish  to  proceed  to-day  with  the  North 
Carolina  case,  to  allow  me  to  make  a  motion 
to  postpone  the  North  Carolina  case  for  the 
purpose  of  continuing  the  consideration  of 
the  deficiency  bill. 

Mr.  LOGAN.    No :  we  can  get  a  vote. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  Does  the  Sen- 
ator from  Wisconsin  yield  the  floor  to  the 
Senator  from  California? 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  I  yield  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Senator's  taking  the  sense  of  the 
Senate  on  that  question. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  to  lay  the  North  Car- 
olina case  on  the  table,  and  I  ask  for  the  yeas 
and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  will 
state  to  the  Senate  the  exact  position  of  the 
business  before  them  at  present.  The  North 
Carolina  case  coming  up  at  one  o'clock,  the 
Seuator  from  Delaware  being  then  upon  the 
floor,  speaking  on  the  deflcieucy  bill,  the  Sen* 


ator  from  Wisconsin  was  recognized  as  enti- 
tled to  the  floor  on  the  North  Carolina  case. 
He  yields  to  the  Senator  from  California,  who 
moveb  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the  purpose  of 
proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  defi- 
ciency appropriation  bill  if  the  North  Caro- 
lina case  should  belaid  upon  the  table.  Upon 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  yeas  and 
navs  have  been  ordered,  and  the  Secretary  will 
call  the  roll. 

Mr.  HILL.  My  colleague  [Mr.  Norwood] 
requested  me  to  state  that  in  his  absence  he  is 
paired  with  the  Senator  from  Arkansas  [Mr. 
Rice]  on  this  case. 

The  question  being  taken  by  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  20,  nays  85  ;  as  follows : 

TSAS^Messrs.  Ames,  Anthony.  Chandler,  Cole, 
Corbett,  Edmunds,  Oilbert,  Hamlin.  Harian,  Howe, 
Morrill  of  Maine,  Morton,  Osborn,  Patterson,  Pom- 
eroy.  Pool,  Pratt.  Sawyer,  Spencer,  and  Windom~-20. 

NAYS— Messra.  Alcorn,  Bayard,  Blair,  Boreman, 
Caldwell,  Carpenter,  Casserly .  Cooper,  Davis  of  West 
Virffinia,  Fenton,  Ferry  of  Connecticut,  Perry  of 
Michigan,  Frelinghuysen,  Gfoldthwaite,  Hamilton 
of  Maryland,  Hamilton  of  Texas,  Hill,  Hitchcock, 
Johnston,  Kelly,  Lewis,  Logan,  Morrill  of  Vermont. 
Robertson,  Scharz,  Sprague,  Stevenson,  Stockton, 
Sumner,  Tbnrman,  Tipton.  Trumbull,  Viokers,  Wil- 
son, and  Wright— 35. 

ABSBNT~-Mes8r8.  Brownlow,  Backingham,  Cam- 
eron, Clayton,  Conkling,  Cragin,  Davis  of  Kentucky, 
Flanagan,  Kellogg.  Norwood,  Nye,  Kamsey,  Ric(^, 
Saulsbury,  Scott,  Sherman.  Stewart,  and  West— 18. 

So  the  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Chair  omit- 
ted to  state,  as  has  been  his  custom,  that  among 
the  special  assigumeDts  was  one  to-day  by  the 
Senator  from  Connecticut,  [Mr.  Buckinghax,] 
the  bill  to  provide  for  the  claims  of  the  Pot- 
tawatomie Indiaos  residing  in  Michigan  and 
Indiana.  He  is  not  in  his  seat  now,  and  the 
Chair  supposes  he  does  not  wish  to  antagonize 
it  with  this  case  to-day. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution,  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Privileges  and  Elections: 

Muohed,  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  not  having  re- 
ceived a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  by  the  North 
Carolina  Legislature,  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  No- 
vember. 1B70,  for  the  office  of  Senator  of  the  United 
States,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  said  United  States 
Senate  as  such  Senator. 

The  question  being  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Carpenter,  which  was  to  substitute  the 
resolution  reported  by  the  minority  of  the 
committee,  as  follows: 

That  Joseph  C.  Abbott  has  been  duly  elected  Sen- 
ator from  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  the  term 
of  six  years,  commencing  on  the  4th  day  of  March, 
1871,  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate 
as  such  Senator. 

Mr.  CARPENTER  addressed  the  Senate. 
[His  remarks  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.] 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Mr.  President,  the  Seua- 
tor from  Wisconsin,  after  his  usual  eloquence, 
repeated  his  view  of  the  English  cases — a  view 
that  has  not  been  controverted  or  (questioned 
by  anybody  on  this  floor.  Whether  it  is  appli- 
cable to  this  ca^e  is  another  question  entirely. 
He  admits  that  it  is  not  applicable  to  the  case 
of  a  popular  election  by  ballot,  although  he 
cannot  hnd  one  word  in  the  English  cases 
which  makes  any  distirvction  between  an  elec- 
tion by  ballot  and  one  viva  voce^  and  one  of 
the  very  cases  he  cited  in  this  country,  the 
Philadelphia  case,  was  an  election  by  ballot. 

But  what  I  rose  to  sav  is  this:  I  am  per- 
fectly willing  to  leave  to  the  Senate  upon  what 
I  said  last  Monday  week  and  the  reply  made 
by  the  Senator  from  Wisconsin,  whether  I  am 
or  he  is  right  in  regard  to  our  view  of  this 
question,  depending  upon  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  the  interpretation  of  that 
Constitution  again  and  again  by  both  branches 
of  Congress,  the  interpretation  of  it  by  the 
courts  and  the  weight  of  judicial  decision  in 
this  country,  and  the  effect  of  our  own  law 
regulating  the  election  of  Senators  in  Con- 
gress. I  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  it  to  the 
Senate  upon  that,  if  the  Senate  Is  now  ready 
to  vote.  I  therefore  say.  now,  that  if  the  Sen- 
ate) is  ready  to  vote  I  shall  forego  the  privilege 
which  belongs  to  me,  as  representing  the  com- 
mittee, to  9peai^  ftt  aJL 
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Several  Senators.     Let  as  vote. 
''  Question  I  "   **  Question  !  "] 

Ihe  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  (Mr.  R t 
MAN  in  the  chair.)  The  first  qu^tion  i-  . 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  Senator  tr.i 
Wisconsin,  substituting  the  resolation  rtp^r.-: 
by  the  minority  of  the  Committee  on  Fr  --.. 
leges  and  Elections,  upon  which  the  jt^  t,  i 
nays  have  been  ordered.  The  ameadn-'.; 
will  be  read  if  it  is  desired. 

Mr.  ALCORN.     Let  it  be  read. 

The  Chief  Clerk.     The  pending  am^-J- 

pient  is  to  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "  tJL&r 

and  insert: 

Joseph  G.  Abbott  has  been  duly  elected  Sdca;  r 
from  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  the  t>ra  •* 
six  years,  commencing  on  the  4Ch  day  of  M'.- 
1871,  and  that  be  is  entitled  to  a  «eat  in  the  S^c-i 
as  each  Senator. 

Mr.  HAMILTON,  of  Texas.  On  this  .j  v. 
tion  I  am  paired  with  my  coUeagne,  /Ir 
Flanagan.  ]  If  he  were  present  he  would  v  * 
in  the  affirmative,  and  I  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  RICE.  On  this  queatioa  I  am  (•&!:-. 
with  the  Senator  from  Georgia,  [Mr.  N<>s- 
WOOD.]  If  he  were  present  he  woald  fc-t- 
**nay,"  and  I  should  vote  •*  yea." 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     I  am  paired  with   i- 
Senator   from  Delaware,  [Mr.   8A.rLSBUKT. 
If  he  were  here  he  would  yote  ^*  no,''  aiu  i 
should  vote  *'ay.'' 

The  question  being  taken  hy  yeas  and  nays, 
resulted — yeas  10,  nays  42  ;  as  follows : 

YBAS^Messrs.  Ames,  Chandler,  Crairin,  Gilber. 
Howcj Nye,  Osborn. Patterson, Pool, KadS^^T^'-  ■ 

NAYS—Mossra.  Alcorn,  Bayard.  Blair.  Ba  *-  • 
ham.  Caldwell.  Onmeron,  Camerly.  Clayton.  C-  r  ' 
Davia  of  West  Virginia,  Edmundo,  Fentun.  t^n-, 
of  Connecticut,Ferry  of  Michigan,  Frelini^but*--. 
Goldthwaito,  Hamilton  of  Maryland,  HamliD.  1' 
Uitchoock,  Johnston,  Kelly.  Loffan,  Morril'  >; 
Maine.  Morrill  of  Vermont,  Morton.  Pratt,  KJ'^v^ 
Robertflon,  Bchurs,  Scott,  Sprague,  Ste¥en><oii..''  i 
ton,  Snmner,  Tharman,  Tipton.  Trmnball,  V::kt^. 
WeRt.  Windom,  and  Wright— 42. 

ABSENT—Messrs.  Anthony,  Boreman.  Broviul  «. 
Carpenter,  Cole,  Conkling,  Corbett,  Davi.s  of  K 
tnoky,  Flanagan.  Hamilton  of  Texas,  HaHvi.  K-- 
logg,   Lewis,  2forwood.  Pomeroy.  Rice.  S&uba«r?. 
Sherman,  Spencer,  Stewart,  and  WiUon— 2. 

So  the  amendment  was  rejected. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  qoe^t  - 
recurs  on  the  resolution  reported  by  the  mi; r- 
ity  of  the  committee: 

Jie»oloed,  That  Joseph  C.  Abbott,  not  baris;  t«- 
oeived  a  majority  of  the  Totea  oaat  by  the  Nortk  f  v- 
olina  Legislature  on  the  second  Xneeday  in  N^^es- « 
ber,  1870,  for  the  office  of  Senator  of  the  T'  •! 
States,  is  not  entitled  to  a  seat  in  seid  United  M:»te? 
Senate  aa  such  Senator* 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to, 

MKSSAGK  FROM  THE  HOUSE. 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Represenii 
tives,  by  Mr.  McPherson,  its  Clerk,  annouocvs 
that  the  House  had  concurred  io  the  report  or 
the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disaj^rv^ 
iog  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  (U.  ^^ 
No.  1866)  for  the  relief  of  Mra.  Frances  L 
McKinney. 

DBFICIKNOY  APPROPKIATION  BILL. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  move  that  the  Senate  pr^ 
ceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  deficieLC? 
appropriation  bill. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  and  the  Semiv, 
as  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  proceedeJ  i  ^ 
consider  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  1G54)  makiv 
appropriations  to  supply  de6ciencies  in  t^ 
appropriations  for  the  service  of  the  Ooreri 
ment  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  Jane  30,  H^''- 
aud  for  former  years,  and  for  other  purposes ; 
the  pending  mieation  being  on  the  amendmeot 
proposed  by  Mr.  Morbill.  of  Vermont 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  I  ask  unanimoua  cot 
sent  to  offer  some  ameiidmenta  to  this  h'li  *^ 
this  time,  as  J  have  to  be  absent  for  awhile. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  They  can  or'? 
be  entertained  by  unanimous  consent,  snbKt 
to  demand  for  the  regular  proposition  htw^ 
the  Senate,  being  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  These amendmeota w.i' 
need  no  debate.  I  offer  them  from  the  Cos 
mittee  on  Commerce. 
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The  Chief  Clerk  read  the  first  amendment 
IS  follows: 

For  the  payment  of  Charles  Weile,  actiDg  as  oon- 
ul  at  Tumbes,  Peru,  from  July  1. 1867,  until  Sep- 
ember  18. 1868,  a  period  of  one  year,  two  months, 
.nd  seventeen  days,  at  the  rate  of  $500  per  annum* 
616  94. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  that  is  a  private  claim 
liatinctly. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  Senator  from 
California  makes  the  point  of  order  that  this  is 
L  private  claim. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  No,  sir;  it  is  offered 
n  pursuance  of  a  recommendation  from  the 
Department. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  But  if  it  is  a 
>rivate  claim ,  even  though  recommended  by 
i  Department  or  by  a  committee  of  the  Sen* 
ite,  it  cannot  be  deceived  unless  it  carries  out 
he  provisions  of  an  existing  law.  The  Sena- 
or  IS  familiar  with  the  law,  and  perhaps  it  may 
:arry  it  out.  If  not*  it  cannot  be  received 
vhen  the  point  of  order  is  made.  The  thir* 
ieth  rule,  after  stating  that  no  amendment 
>ropo6ing  additionaL  appropriations  shall  be 
'eceived  unless  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of 
k  law  or  moved  by  direction  of  a  committee,  or 
II  pursuance  of  an  estimate  from-  the  head  of 
k  Department,  adds : 

"And  no  amendmentshall  be  reoeired  whose  object 
0  to  provido  for  a  private  claim,  unless  it  betocarry 
»ut  the  provisions  of  an  existing  law  or  a  treaty 
tipulation." 

The  amendment  is  therefore  not  in  order. 
Mr.  CHANDLER.  Well,  I  offer  this  amend- 
nent  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce: 

To  reimburse  the  city  of  Detroit,  Michigan,  the 
kiuount  expended  in  laying  a  wood  pavement  in  front 
>f  the  marine  hospital  property  In  said  city,  $1,800. 

Mr.  COLE.  It  is  not  stated  when  that  in- 
lebtedness  accrued. 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  It  is  recommended  by 
he  supervising  architect,  and  it  was  omitted 
}n  the  regular  bill. 

Mr.  COLE.  Has  there  been  a  recommend- 
Ltion  of  the  head  of  a  Department? 

Mr.  CHANDLER.  Yes,  sir,  and  by  the 
Committee  on  Commerce.  It  should  have 
;one  in  a  year  affo. 

Mr.  COLE.  1  shall  make  no  further  objec- 
ion. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  The  question  re- 
curs on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  upon  which  the  Sen- 
ktor  from  Delaware  is  euiitled  to  the  floor. 

The  amendment  was  read,  as  follows: 

Skc.  — .  That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of 
3laims  dhall  not  extend  to  or  include  any  claim  for 
my  abandoned  or  captured  property  received  or 
collected  either  by  the  civil  or  military  authorities 
>t  the  United  States,  under  the  act  approved  March 
2.1863,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection 
•1  abandoned  property,  and  for  the  prevention  of 
raudsiu  iasorreotionary  districts  within  the  United 
Uutes."  nor  under  any  act  amendatory  thereof  or 
Q  relation  thereto ;  but  the  said  court  shall  have 
urisdiction  only  in  oasee  duly  commenced  in  said 
ourt  within  two  yean  after  the  suppression  of  the 
cbellion,  when  it  shall  be  established  as  a  fact,  by 
>rouf  Hatisfactory  to  said  court,  that  the  owner  of 
uoh  property  has  never,  in  fact,  piven  any  aid  or 
omfort  to  said  rebellion;  and  no  judgment  of  said 
ourt,  in  any  case,  under  said  acts  shall  be  paid, 
inlcss  such  nnding  shall  be  stated  as  a  proven  fact 
o  the  judgment  of  said  court. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Mr.  President,  when  the 
Doming  hour  expired  I  was  referring  to  the 
rharacter  of  property  to  which  this  amend- 
nent  related.  It  was  property  that  came  under 
L  description  which  is  not  treated  of  by  any 
aw  except  a  peculiar  statute  of  the  United 
Uates,  made  m  reference  to  the  anomalous 
rendition  of  things  which  was  created  by  a 
;ivil  war.  It  was  not  the  property  of  hostile 
lombinations ;  it  was  not  the  subject  of  lawful 
capture  and  prizes.  It  might  have  been  the 
ubject  of  confiscation,  but  it  was  not  confis- 
cated nor  was  it  intended  to  be  confiscated.  It 
vas  peculiarly  termed  **  captured  or  abandoned 
)roperty,''  and  consisted  of  the  property  of 
ndividual  citizens,  private  individuals,  not  the 
abject  of  lawful  prize  of  war,  nor  was  it 


intended  to  be  confiscated.  The  absence  of 
an  intention  to  confiscate  is  conclusively  shown 
by  the  treatment  of  this  property  since  the  war 
and  the  fact  that  no  proceedings  whatever  for 
confiscation  have  been  inaugurated  since  the 
close  of  the  war.  The  Supreme  Court,  in  speak- 
ing upon  this  subject,  declare — 

**  That  although  the  act  directed  Treasury  agents 
to  take  into  their  possession  and  make  sale  of  all 
property  abandoned  by  its  owners  or  captured  by 
the  national  forces,  and  pay  the  proceeds  into  the 
public  Treasury,  yet  that  it  was  clearly  not  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  that  the  title  to  those  proceeds 
should  be  divested  absolutely  out  of  the  original 
owners  of  the  property.'' 

And  they  say  further  that  that  seems  clear 
from  a  comparison  of  different  parts  of  the 
act. 

The  whole  amount  of  this  property  paid  into 
the  Treasury  was  some  twenty- six  millions  of 
dollars  in  round  numbers.  Up  to  this  time 
petitions  for  a  little  more  than  one  half  that 
have  been  filed  to  have  it  repaid  to  the  owners. 
Although  seven  years  have  elapsed  since  the 
close  of  the  war  but  two  millions  of  this  prop- 
erty have  been  restored  to  the  owners,  and 
that  after  due  adjudication  in  the  Coart  of 
Claims  with  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court.  It 
is  now  proposed  to  shorten  still  further  the 
right  of  these  private  citizens  or  those  who  are 
the  assignees  of  their  claims  to  recover  any 
portion  of  this  property  where  it  is  proved 
that  the  owner  at  any  time  was  engaged  in 
armed  resistance  to  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  Government. 

Surely,  Mr.  President,  it  shonld  not  be  for- 
gotten that  this  amount  of  property  paid  into 
the  Treasury  forms  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
real  value  of  the  property  captured  and  sold. 
It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  huge  fortunes  were 
made  by  the  Treasurv  agents  and  those  asso- 
ciated with  them  in  the  capture  of  this  private 
property  throughout  the  South  and  these  sales. 
No  one  who  has  heard  from  intelligent  wit- 
nesses, officers  of  our  own  Army,  of  the  vast 
amount  of  property  captured  and  of  the  value 
and  character  of  that  property,  and  then  has 
seen  the  mere  fraction  of  that  value  put  into 
the  Treasury  as  the  full  proceeds,  can  fail  to 
be  aware  that  the  owners  have  already  lost 
much  more  than  half  of  what  belonged  to  them. 

If  it  be  the  intention  of  a  Government  to 
punish,  let  that  punishment  proceed  with  all 
the  dignity  and  majesty  of  law.  If  this  Gov- 
ernment means  .to  punish,  its  punishment  must 
be  limited  by  the  terms  of  the  Federal  Consti- 
tution. Seizure,  confiscation,  judicial  judg- 
ment, must  all  pass  in  due  form  of  law  before 
any  man,  however  humble,  in  the  United  St&tes, 
or  however  guilty  of  a  supposed  crime,  can  be 
deprived  of  his  property.  It  must  be  in  pur- 
suance of  regular,  orderly,  legal  adjudication. 
Yet  the  result  would  be  by  taking  property 
against  the  rules  of  civilized  war,  (which 
exempt  private  property  from  seizure,)  by  hav- 
ing it  seized  and  sold  under  the  anomalous 
description  of  captured  and  abandoned  prop- 
erty— a  phrase,  as  I  have  said,  unknown  to  the 
law  and  created  only  by  this  peculiar  statute — 
to  subject  the  citizen  to  having  his  property 
taken  up  and  used  without  just  compensation 
and  without  due  process  of  law.  Everything 
that  stands  in  the  way  of  the  plain,  simple  de- 
mand for  a  repayment  of  the  proceeds  of  the 
property  of  the  citizen  from  the  public  Treas- 
ury, where  those  proceeds  have  been  placed  by 
act  of  Congress  and  without  warrant  of  the 
Constitution,  will  simply  be  an  act  of  injustice 
redounding  to  the  discredit  of  the  nation. 

And  surely,  Mr.  Pi-esidcnt,  the  people 
against  whom  this  amendment  is  leveled, 
whom  it  is  intended  to  exclude  from  the  benefit 
of  the  Court  of  Claims  and  the  right  of  suit, 
have  suffered  enough  already.  The  amount 
in  the  Treasury  leaves  less  than  one  half,  and 
much  less  than  one  half  of  the  real  value  of 
their  property.  The  judgment  of  no  court 
confiscating  their  property  appears  against 
them.     The  record  of  no  conviction  can  be 


produced  against  them.  Moreover,  over  and 
above  the  aosence  of  restrictions  and  penal- 
ties, you  have  the  pardon  of  the  Executive, 
exempting  them  from  all  results  of  their  error 
or  their  offense  in  resisting  the  operations  of 
the  United  States  Government. 

When,  sir,  i^  the  time  to  come  when  this 
phrase  **  rebel,'*  as  applied  to  our  fellow- 
citizens,  is  to  cease?  Why  speak  of  men  at 
the  present  day  as  rebels?  Where  are  thpy? 
Who  are  they?  Against  what  do  they  rebel? 
A  man  who  has  been  pardoned  for  the  offense 
of  bearing  arms  against  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  might  have  been,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  definition  of  a  great  many  was,  at 
one  lime  a  rebel ;  but,  if  pardoned,  he  is  so 
no  longer.  The  name  is  not  applicable  to 
him.  A  man  who  has  committed  murder,  if 
pardoned,  can  no  longer  be  stigmatized  as  a 
murderer ;  and  this  habit  of  speech,  these  war- 
time phrases  are  surely  no  longer  fit  to  be 
heard  in  this  country^  and  of  all  places  in  this 
country  in  the  council  chambers  of  her  Legis- 
lature, and  acts  of  Congress  which  tend  to 
keep  alive  the  memories  of  past  resentments, 
or  of  resentments  that  should  be  buried  in  the 
past,  are  certainly  impolitic,  and  when  couched 
in  their  present  phrase  and  presented  in  their 
present  form  are  manifestly  unjust.  There  is 
no  more  reason  why  a  man  who  has  received 
the  Executive  pardon  for  offenses  growing  out 
of  his  share  in  the  late  civil  war  should  not 
stand  before  the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  coun- 
try precisely  equal  to  any  other  citizen  who  has 
been  free  from  offense  and  never  engaged  in 
such  hostilities. 

I  am  perfectly  clear  that  any  act  of  Con- 
gress which  tends  to  discriminate  against  men 
and  to  deprive  them  of  an^  portion  of  the 
absolution  which  the  Executive  pardon  carries 
with  it  is  in  violation  of  the  prerogative  of 
the  Executive  clearly  bestowed  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States. 

If  the  act  authorizing  suits  in  the  Court  of 
Claims  needs  revision,  if  it  be  thought  that 
new  protections  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  growing  out  of  these  peculiar  emergen- 
cies are  needed,  let  a  committee  carefully 
compare  the  provisions  of  that  law  with  the 
amendment  now  proposed  and  report  in  due 
order  such  measures  as  they  consider  neces- 
sary for  the  safety  of  the  Treasury  and  the  ex- 
clusion of  improper  claimants.  But  a  measure 
introduced  in  this  way,  without  the  sanction  of 
a  committee,  without  the  examination  which 
the  Senate  always  relies  upon  a  committee 
giving  to  a  measure,  is  acting  suddenly  upon 
a  very  important  class  of  cases  and  upon  the 
acts  of  a  large  number  of  our  fellow-citizens 
which  certainly  should  be  acted  upon  with 
circumspection  and  with  care. 

I  have  been  led  to  make  these  remarks  in 
opposition  to  this  amendment  chiefly  from  two 
considerations :  first,  I  desire  to  see  now  and 
forever  in  the  future  all  distinctions  between 
citizens  of  different  sections  of  this  country 
done  away  with  ;  that  in  the  eye  of  the  law 
they  should  be  equal ;  that  where  punishment 
awaits  an  individual  it  should  be  by  the  regu- 
lar course  of  law,  by  due  process,  and  not  by 
discriminating  provisions  which  tend  to  remind 
them  of  past  days  and  to  establish  inequalities 
of  right. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  May  I  ask  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  a  question  ?  I  wish  to  inquire 
of  him,  if  it  is  not  disagreeable  to  him  to  be 
interrupted,  whether  in  his  opinion  it  was 
the  intention  of  Congress  in  the  act  of  1863 
to  provide  under  any  future  contingency  for 
the  restoration  to  those  who  were  engaged  in 
hostilities  against  the  United  States  of  property 
which  had  been  captured  from  them  or  aban- 
doned by  them  in  the  course  of  military  oper- 
ations ? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  cerUinly  was.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  have 
declared  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress that  the  title  to  these  proceeds  should 
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be  '*  divested  absolutely  oat  of  the  original 
owners  of  the  property.''  That,  they  say, 
seems  clear. 

Mr.' EDMUNDS.  I  did  not  ask  my  honor- 
able friend  what  the  Supreme  Court  had  said. 
Even  my  little  knowledge  of  the  law  led  me  to 
know  th{it.  I  asked  him  whether  he  believed 
that  in  providing  in  the  act  of  1863  that  no 
man  should  be  entitled  to  apply  to  the  Court 
of  Claims  unless  he  had  been  in  fact  a  loyal 
man — not  in  law  a  loyal  man,  but  in  fact  a 
loyal  man — and  that  in  fact  he  bad  never  given 
any  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemy,  it  was  the 
intention  of  Congress  to  provide  in  any  future 
contingency  that  that  class  of  men  who  had 
been  hostile  to  the  United  States  should  go 
into  the  Court  of  Claims  and  take  the  money 
which  had  been  realized  from  their  captured 
property  ? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  should  be  very  sorrv  to 
think  that  Congress  would  pass  an  act  wnich 
contemplated  an  invasion  of  a  clear  preroga* 
tive  of  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment ;  and  1  mean  by  that  this :  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  is  supposed  to  act — 1  will 
not  say  how  violent  the  presumption  may  be 
some  times — in  subordination  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Constitution,  and  I  say  that  they  cannot 
exclude  a  man  from  the  prosj>ective  benefits 
of  a  pardon  ;  if  they  do  shorten  his  rights  under 
that  pardon,  then  they  have  pro  ^anto  destroyed 
the  power  of  pardon.  1  say  that  Congress  have 
no  such  power ;  they  can  neither  add  to  nor 
can  they  detract  one  jot  or  tittle  from  the  power 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  pardon 
all  offenses  against  the  United  States  except  in 
cases  of  impeachment.  For  that  reason  it  is 
my  idea  that  the  law  of  1868  was  made  with- 
out reference  to  the  effect  of  excluding  men 
who  had  been  engaged  in  armed  hostility  to 
the  Government,  because  any  disability  of  that 
character  which  prevented  them  from  suing 
would  be  removed  by  the  grant  of  pardon. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  So  that  I  understand  my 
honorable  friend  to  mean  that  Congress  in 
paying  in  1868,  in  conferring  a  special  juris- 
diction on  the  Court  of  Claims,  that  those 
only  should  be  entitled  to  apply  who  had  never 
in  any  way  aided  the  rebellion,  meant  to  say 
and  did  in  contemplation  of  law  intelligently 
say  that  they  intended  to  declare  that  every 
person  who  had  engaged  in  the  rebellion  and 
who  could  afterward  get  a  pardon  from  the 
President  should  be  entitled  to  apply  to  the 
Court  of'  Claims.  That  is  the  proposition  of 
my  friend,  as  1  understand  it. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  should  state  it  some- 
what differently  probably. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Bat  in  substance  the 
same  thing. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Yes,  in  substance,  that  is 
my  view,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  cannot  change  the  status  of  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Cannot  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  regulate  what  class  of  citi- 
zens may  apply  to  the  Court  of  Claims? 

Mr.  BAYaRD.  I  agree  that  they  may  regu- 
late the  class,  but  they  cannot  under  the  form 
of  regulating  the  class  who  may  sue  in  the 
Court  of  Claims  infringe  upon  or  detract  from 
the  power  of  Executive  pardon. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  may  be  granted, 
but  I  wish  to  ask  the  honorable  Senator  if  he 
means  to  say  that  if  Congress  shall  declare  in 
terms  that  no  man  who  bad  in  f&ct  engaged 
in  the  rebellion  should  apply  to  the  Court  of 
Claims  for  any  claim  against  the  Government, 
but  should  apply  to  Congress,  such  an  act 
would  be  unconstitutional? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  ask  the  Senator  to  state 
his  proposition  again. 

Air.  EDMUNDS.  I  ask  my  friend  if  he 
means  to  assert  that  if  Congress  should  de- 
clare that  no  man  who  had  in  fact  engaged  in 
the  rebellion,  pardoned  or  not  pardoned, 
should  apply  to  tne  Court  of  Claims  tor  redress 
against  the  Government  for  a  claim  he  had, 


bat  should  apply  to  Congress  in  its  sovereiffn 
capacity,  sach  an  act  o?  Congress  would  be 
unconstitutional  ? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  believe  the  presidential 
pardon  would  give  him  a  status  in  that  court. 
,  Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  not  the  question 
Tasked  my  friend.  I  asked  him  whether  it 
is  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  declare  that 
pardoned  men  in  making  claims  against  the 
Government  shall  apply  here,  and  shall  not 
apply  in  the  Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  power  of  Congress 
would  continue  until  it  came  in  conflict  with 
a  iust  exercise  of  his  powers  by  the  President, 
when  he,  under  the  Constitution,  exercised 
his  grant  of  pardon,  which  would  place  the 
party  just  where  he  was  before  the  act  was 
committed,  and  all  the  incidents  would  flow 
from  that.  Congress  cannot  in  advance  par- 
alyze the  arm  ot  the  Pk-esident. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  So  I  agree ;  it  cannot  in 
advance  or  afterward  paralyze  the  arm  ot  the 
President.  My  friend  and  I  perfectly  agree 
about  that.  But  he  does  not  answer  the  ques- 
tion that  T  put  to  him,  whether  it  is  a  consti- 
tutional exercise  of  the  legislative  power  of 
this  Government  to  say  that  in  respect  to 
claims  against  the  Government  the  claim  of  a 
man  who  has  been  a  rebel  and  is  pardoned 
shall  be  made  in  this  tribunal  and  shall  not 
be  made  in  the  Court  of  Claims.  That  is  the 
point  I  wish  him  to  answer. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  doubt  very  much  whether 
a  law  can  be  framed  that  \a  constitutional 
which  does  provide  for  those  things. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  So  I  supposed.  I  had 
no  doubt  that  was  the  opinion  of  my  friend. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  looking  at  the  sub- 
stantial result.  If  the  substantial  result  be 
that  Congress  can  establish  a  class  of  offenses 
which  shall  exclude  men  and  carry  with  them 
certain  punitory  results,  then  Congress  can 
establish  a  class  of  offenses  which  the  execu- 
tive pardon  cannot  reach  ;  and  I  say  the  Con- 
stitution has  taken  from  them  that  power. 
There  is  but  one  class  of  cases  that  the  power 
of  pardon  does  not  reach,  and  that  is  the  class 
of  convictions  on  impeachment, 

Mr.  CARPENTER.  Will  my  friend  allow 
me  to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  BAYARD.     CerUinly. 

Mr.  CARPENTER,  Suppose  here  were 
one  hundred  men  who  bad  engaged  in  the 
rebellion  and  been  pardoned  having  claims 
against  the  Government,  and  there  were  an- 
other one  hundred  men  who  had  never  been 
in  the  rebellion  at  all  having  claims  against  the 
Government.  The  Senator  will  concede  that 
Congress  could  pass  a  law  naming  the  one 
hundred  men  who  had  not  been  in  the  rebel- 
lion, and  say  they  should  go  to  your  Court  of 
Claims  and  nobody  else  should.  Now,  what 
difference  is  there,  so  far  as  regards  the  con- 
stitutional power,  between  describing  the  one 
hundred  men  who  may  go  there  with  their 
claims  by  name  and  the  one  hundred  men 
who  may  not  be  named,  describing  them  by 
the  circumstances,  one  engaged  in  the  rebel- 
lion and  the  other  not? 

Mr.  BAYARD.  1  presume  that  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  can  name  the  indi- 
viduals by  special  act  who  are  authorized  to 
bring  suits  in  the  tribunals  erected  by  Congress 
to  ascertain  the  justice  of  claims  against  the 
United  States,  it  has  been  done  constantly. 
By  special  legislation  we  frequently  authorize 
suit  to  be  brought  by  parties  who  would  other- 
wise have  no  status  in  court;  or  we  can  au- 
thorize an  appearance  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  I  presume.  But  this  amendment  and 
the  spirit  of  this  amendment  goes  much  fur- 
ther. It  does  not  provide  that  A,  B,  and  C, 
certain  named  individuals  or  classes  of  men, 
shall  have  the  right  to  sue  in  those  courts ; 
but  it  declares  that  men  who  have  been  guilty 
of  a  certain  offense  shall  not  sue  in  a  certain 
court  under  any  circumstances.  Then  what 
do  you  do  ?    You  place  these  offenses  beyond 


the  pale  of  executive  pardon ;  and  will  y 
tell  me  that  when  you  have  oot  done  that  ; 
have  not  shortened  the  executive  prerogati-- 

Mr.  CARPENTER.     Allow   me  one   ii. 
ruption  more.     The  question  is  oot  co 
construction   of   that  act  now.      Wbetb-r 
does  make  that  discrimination  or  not.  i* 
the  point  between  the  Senator  from  Vers  . 
and  my  friend  from  Delaware.     The  qae^i    . 
is   whether  Congress  has   the   constitu'K 
power  to    discriminate    between    claiais^'  ^ 
and  if  it  may  do  so  by  name,  which  i«  c-.u- 
ceded,  why  may  it  not  do   bo  bj  descriprx  . 
which  is  equivalent,  in  order  to  separait:  '^- 
two  classes? 

Mr.  BAYARD.     I  should   be   sorry  m  k 
lieve  that  such  indirection  could  be  ref^rj^. 
If  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  shaK  ^j 
that  the  consequences  of  crime  in  one  t^<- 
shall  debar  a  man  from  recovering  his  proper' 
and  that  no  pardon  shall  restore    it,  then  r .' ; 
undoubtedly  have  limited  the  effect  of  p&n! 
because  if  it  were  granted  it  would  place  :. 
individual  in  the  same  position  as  it   he  t,-^- 
never  committed  an  offemse. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Will  my  friend  pern 
me  to  interrupt  him? 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Yes,  air. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     We  have  notunder:^  - 
to  say  any  such  thing.     We  only  hav^  -^  . 
that  the  man  whose  property  was  taken  i<  '  ' 
battle  of  Gettysburg,  if  you  please,  or  lu   l 
battle  of  Petersburg,  he  having  been  or.   - 
other  side,  shall  apply  here  at  this  tribuT.a    r 
at  the  other  end  of  the  Capitol  to  the  G<.^rrr 
ment  that  has  taken  it  to  give  it  back  ii*  1  ^ 
Then,  if  he  can  make  out  that  an  extc . 
pardon  entitles  him  to  it,  it  is  the  du;i    ' 
Congress,  I  suppose,  to  give  it  back  to  h  i 
We  have  said  that  if  the  man  was  fighi:b^    - 
our  side  he  may  apply  in  another  triban^i  :i:r. 
we  have  created  in  a  certain  way.     There  c^ 
have  only  separated  the  sheep  from  the  gr .-. 
to  use  a  scriptural  expression,  and  said  t'  a 
the  ffoats  shall  come  to  headquarters  a&i  i  * 
the  sneep  may  get  it  in  another  way. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     The  simile  is  borrow- :.  > 
suppose,  from  the  Old  Testament.     Tks:  - 
of  feeling  is  still  carried  out  toward  thes€>;> 
pie  who  were  at  one  Ume  enemies,  hut  it  . 
hope  will  dome  day  be  friends,  if  they  are  j-?: 
mitted  to  be  so. 

Whether  I  have  satisfied  my  friends  od  - 
other  side  or  not,  I  know  not.  Probablj  1  ba- 
not ;  their  views  are  different.  But  aboai :  - 
Drake  amendment,  that  was  argued  here.  '. . 
constitutionality  of  that  amendment  was  %rz^r^ 
and  maintained  upon  the  other  side  of  - 
Chamber  as  positively  as  is  this  propo&ti.^ 
now. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  And  I  maintain  it  co? 
for  one ;  and  if  my  friend  will  pardon  mc.  I 
beg  leave  to  say  that  the  Supreme  Court  hv 
no  more  right  to  decide  for  me  as  a  Seiu*  * 
acting  here  what  is  the  Constitniioa  thoo  1 
have  a  ri^ht  to  decide  for  them.  Tfarj  &c: 
upon  parties ;  I  act  upon  the  public 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  know  very  well  the  po^rf 
of  Congress,  and  we  have  had  some  reas.>r  ''^ 
know  it  is  a  great  deal  stronger  than  thai 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States.  &i  * 
we  know  very  well  that  when  the  decisxoQ5  .>: 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unite<t  States  i-' 
not  suit  Congress,  they  are  able  to  go  to  v-ts. 
to  get  around  them  or  over  them,  and  .;  :• 
precisely  that  spirit  which  I  was  regretting:  *  r 
existence  of;  it  is  precisely  that  spirit  v&i:. 
I  think  has  dictated  this  new  attempt  ut  u?" 
stroy  the  effect  of  the  decisions  of  the  Saprezio 
Court  of  the  United  States.  It  is  plain  to  .-s" 
that  you  are  reaching  by  indirection,  oDde^'J.^ 
proposition  of  my  honorable  opponents  oo  tf- 
other  side,  that  which  you  would  not  veotsi  - 
to  propose  directly.  You  are  declaring  xi^ 
there  are  certain  offenses  done  upon  the  o?n 
mission  of  which  are  certain  penalties,  it^ 
there  is  loss  of  property  or  some  penal  cck. 
sequence  attached  to  the  commission  of  crises 
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which  the  presidential  pardon  shall  not  be  able 
to  efface.  That  is  the  result  of  it ;  and  that, 
I  hold,  (lone  directly  or  indirectly,  is  in  viola- 
lion  of  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States. 

Sir^  there  is  no  power  in  any  Government 
which  should  be  less  ioterfered  with  than  this 
power  of  clemency,  the  power  of  pardon.  It 
has  its  place  in  every  civilized  Government. 
No  Government  can  be  called  Christian  or  civil- 
ized that  does  not  contain  it.  I  regret  to  see 
at  this  time  a  disposition  to  curtail  that  power ; 
to  prevent  its  free  and  beneficent  exercise. 
It  never  can  be  more  wisely  exercised,  in  my 
opinion  J  than  in  healing  the  differences  created 
by  political  strife  and  opinion.  One  would  have 
hoped  that  in  this  century,  at  least,  after  the 
experience  oP  the  past,  men  would  cease  to 
persecute  each  other  for  differences  of  opinion, 
whether  political  or  religious ;  or  if  needs  be 
that  war  and  strife  shall  come,  at  least  they 
sliould  be  excluded  from  the  citizens  of  a  com- 
mon country.  When  is  the  spirii  of  recoacili- 
ation  and  peace  to  control  the  legislation  of 
this  country  ?  When  are  these  odious  discrim- 
inations againtour  fellow-citizens  of  the  south- 
em  States  to  cease  7 

If  this  had  been  the  proceeds  of  private 
property  of  citizens  of  the  State  of  Maine,  or 
of  Connecticut,  or  of  Massachusetts,  which 
hud  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  Government 
in  the  course  of  war,  I  should  think  the  com- 
mon sense  of  justice  throughout  the  country 
would  have  prevented  any  attempt  to  place 
any  obstacle  whatever  to  the  free  attainment 
of  those  moneys  from  the  Treasury.  They 
would  have  furthered  every  application,  and 
any  legislation  that  threw  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  the  claimant  would  be  looked  upon  as  mani- 
festly unjust.  Why  should  these  obstacles 
now  be  placed  in  the  way  of  honest  claimants 
for  the  proceeds  of  their  property  captured 
and  abandoned,  to  u^e  the  language  of  the 
statute  of  the  United  States,  not  for  the  pur 
pose  of  confiscation,  not  for  the  use  of  the 
Army  as  a  matter  of  military  supply,  but  cap- 
tured and  abandoned  under  the  peculiar  and 
anomalous  condition  of  affairs  in  the  south- 
ern States,  and  which  the  Government  never 
needed  for  its  own  use,  which  it  has  given 
back  in  part,  I  believe,  to  the  amount  of 
82,000,000  to  so-called  loyal  claimants?  What 
rcHSon  can  there  be,  in  justice,  in  expediency, 
throwing  aside  the  question  of  constitutional 
prohibition,  for  placing  obstacles  in  this  way  ? 
Why  should  not  tliese  men,  whose  private  prop- 
erty has  been  0old  and  the  proceeds  paid  into 
I  he  Treasury,  have  their  day  in  court  to  prove 
that  they  are  entitled  to  receive  it,  and  that 
they  have  committed  no  offense,  or  have  been 
convicted  of  no  offense,  or  if  they  have  been 
convicted  of  an  offense,  that  they  have  been 
pardoned  of  that  offense,  so  that  they  have  a 
right  to  ask  at  the  hands  of  their  Government 
li  restitution  of  their  property? 

I  do  not  know  what  will  be  the  action  of  the 
Senate  on  this  subject.  I  care  but  little  for 
I  he  amount,  and  in  some  respect  much  less 
(or  those  who  probably  will  receive  any  por- 
tion of  these  claims.  If  I  had  any  sympathy 
Du  the  subject  it  would  be  for  those  whose 
losses  by  the  war  in  the  southern  country  had 
reduced  them,  as  I  know  it  so  often  has,  from 
iffluence  to  poverty,  and  whose  necessities 
probably  have  compelled  them  to  part  with 
heir  claims.  I  know  that  they  may  now  be 
generally  in  the  hands  of  men  who  have 
nought  them  at  greatly  reduced  prices,  and  for 
;be  purj^oses  of  speculation.  I  cann6t  express 
nysclf  in  sympathy  with  such  speculations. 
They  have  been  made  upon  the  needy  and 
3oor,  and  their  necessities  have  been  taken 
idvantage  of  probably  in  these  bargains.  But 
bat  is  not  the  question. 

Of  the  owners  of  these  claims  I  have  the 
east  possible  personal  knowledge.  I  do  not 
hink  1  know  one.  Two  years  ago  I  saw  two 
)r  three  gentlemen  from  the  southern  States 
vbo  were  the  actual  owners  of  some  of  this 


property,  whose  all  in  the  world  or  what  little 
was  let\  to  them  of  a  large  fortune  was  locked 
up  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  and 
they  were  petitioning  then  to  have  it  restored 
to  them.  Excepting  in  those  cases  I  have  no 
personal  knowledge  of  a  man  who  is  to  be  bene- 
hted  by  the  payment  of  these  claims. 

I  have  been  much  more  interested  to  see 
that  what  I  consider  the  checks  and  balances 
of  our  Constitution  should  be  observed ;  that 
the  constant  disposition  on  the  part  of  Con- 
gress to  invade  the  prerogatives  of  the  coordin- 
ate branches  of  the  Government  should  not  be 
pursued ;  that  the  blessed  power  of  pardon  in 
all  its  fullness  should  be  suffered  to  have  the 
effect  the  founders  of  this  Government  intended  * 
it  to  have,  and  that  it  should  not  be  checked 
by  legislation  of  an  angry  or  unfriendly  char- 
acter. It  has  been  that  feeling  that  has  induced 
me  to  say  as  much  as  I  have  said  in  opposition 
to  the  adoption  of  this  amendment. 

If  it  be  in  order  I  should  like  to  move  the 
reference  of  the  amendment  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  CONKLING  obtained  the  floor. 

Mr.  MORIULL,  of  Vermont.  I  ask  the 
Senator  to  allow  me  to  make  a  modification 
of  the  amendment. 

Mr.  CONKLING.     Certainly. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  I  send  a 
modification  of  the  amendment  to  the  desk, 
and  I  will  state  that  while  it  is  quite  as  satis- 
factory as  it  ^as  in  the  original  to  those  of  us 
who  believe  in  the  necessity  of  such  an  amend- 
ment, I  believe  it  will  be  even  more  satis- 
factory to  those  who  are  opposed  to  any  and 
all  amendments. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Craoin 
in  the  chair.)  The  Secretary  will  report  the 
amendment  as  modified. 

The  Chief  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Sko.  — .  That  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of 
Claims,  under  the  act  approved  March  12, 1863,  on- 
titled  *  An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  aban- 
doned property,  and  for  the  prevention  of  frauds  in 
insurrectionary  districts  within  the  United  States/' 
and  under  any  act  amendatory  thereof  or  in  relation 
thereto,  shall  extend  only  to  cases  duly  commenced 
in  said  court  within  two  years  after  the  suppression 
of  the  rebellion,  in  which  it  shall  be  established  as  a 
fact,  by  proof-  satisfactory  to  said  court,  that  the 
owner  of  such  property  has  never,  in  fact,  ^iven  any 
aid  or  comfort  to  said  rebellion;  and  no  judgment 
of  said  court,  in  any  case,  under  said  acts  shall  be 
paid,  unless  such  finding  shall  be  stated  as  a  proven 
fact  in  the  judgment  of  said  court,  nor  without  a 
special  appropriation  therefor  thereafter  to  be  made 
by  Congress. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  That  amendment  is  simply 
the  bill- introduced  by  the  Senator  from  Ver- 
mout,  I  think,  and  referred  to  th^  Committee 
on  Finance.  It  has  simply  the  effect  of  letting 
the  Senate  sit  in  judgment  upon  the  cases 
passed  by  the  Court  of  Claims  and  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  It  is  simply  re- 
pealing the  act  establishing  the  Court  of  Claims, 
and  making  this  body  once  more  ti.e  judge  of 
all  the  facts  attending  each  particular  case. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  It  is  emi- 
nently proper  that  such  a  proposition  should 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  be- 
cause it  involves  so  large  an  amount  of  money. 
There  are  the  Lamar  claims  for  a  large  sum 
of  money,  which,  if  this  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  should  be  allowed  to  stand,  might  go  out 
of  the  Treasury  to-morrow. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  amount  of  money 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Senator 
from  New  York  was  recognized  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  Mr.  President,  I  shall 
vote  for  the  amendment  offered  by  the  Senator 
from  Vermont,  for  reasons  which,  in  part  and 
in  brief,  I  beg  to  state. 

The  judgment  of  civilized  man  has  long 
denied  the  citizen  the  right  or  permission  to 
sue  his  Government  as  he  may  sue  his  fellow- 
man  for  injuries  or  debts.  The  judgment  of 
those  who  constructed  the  Government  under 
which  we  live  accepted  and  adopted  the  pro- 
priety of  this  denial;  and  you,  Mr.  President, 
and  I  have  no  right  to  sue  the  United  States. 
We  must  present  ourselves  as  petitioners,  not 
as  suitors  or  as  litigants,  when  our  demand  is 


against  our  country  or  its  Government.  In 
this  regard,  our  governmental  idea  is  the  idea 
of  modern  Governments  in  general.  If  there 
be  exceptions,  by  statute  or  otherwise,  those 
exceptions  do  not  deny  the  general  rule- 

The  Congress  determined  recently  to  erect 
a  tribunal  unknown  before,  to  be  called  the 
Court  of  Claims,  and  to  declare  that  in  that 
court  certain  citizens  might  sue  the  United 
States.  The  creation  of  this  tribunal  was  in 
derogation  of  common  right,  it  was  in  dero- 
gation of  public  law,  natural  law,  as  the  pub- 
licists call  it.  It  was  in  derogation  not  only 
of  prior  law,  but  of  the  comity  which  hud  long 
prevailed.  The  Constitution  ordained  no  such 
court;  the  Constitution  was  satisfied  without 
it.  It  was  created  for  convenience  in  certain 
specified  cases. 

In  adopting  this  statute  thus  in  derogation 
of  the  general  rule,  and  in  defining  a  new 
jurisdiction.  Congress  attempted  to  distinguish 
between  citizens  by  classes.  Speaking  strictly, 
in  answer  to  the  Senator  from  Delaware,  Con- 
gress attempted  to  limit  the  number  of  those 
upon  whom  this  new  and  extraordinary  priv- 
ilege was  to  be  conferred.  Congress  attempted 
to  say  that  this  new  privilege  should  uot  extend 
to  men  who  had  dipped  their  feet  in  the  blood 
of  their  countrymen,  and  the  tongues  of  whose 
dogs  had  been  red  through  the  same.  Con- 
gress did  say  this  plainly,  as  I  believe,  the 
Supremo  Court  to  the  contrary  notwithstand- 
ing. Congress  did  say  this  sufficiently,  1  be- 
lieve, two  judgments  of  the  court  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding. 

And  here,  Mr.  President,  I  will  state  my 
understanding  of  (he  authority  of  the  Supreme 
Court.  I  have  not  the  right  by  inheritance 
which  the  honorable  .Senator  from  Delaware 
has  to  deny  the  power  of  the  Supreme  Court 
to  bind  a  coordinate  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  not  heir  to  those  traditions  of 
the  Democratic  party,  those  *^  declarations  of 
principles,"  which  have  been  heard  from  the 
primary  meeting  to  the  grand  Plaza  de  Toro 
known  as  a  Democratic  national  convention, 
which  have  denounced  in  language  emphatic, 
and  even  scornful,  the  pretension  that  the 
judicial  department  of  the  Government  had  a 
right  to  bind  its  oo-departments. 

But  without  the  right  of  Democratic  inheri- 
tance I  deny  the  political  supremacy  of  the 
Supreme  Court.  The  judgments  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  are  binding  upon  the  court  itself, 
as  far  as  the  doctrine  of  stare  decisis  may  bind 
judicial  tribunals.  They  are  binding  upon  sub- 
ordinate judicial  tribunals.  They  are  binding 
upon  the  officers  of  the  court,  of  course,  and 
they  are  binding  upon  parties  aud  privies  ;  and 
there  in  my  belief  the  binding  authority  of  the 
Supreme  Court  stops.  The  honorable  Senator 
from  Vermont  said  the  court  had  no  more 
right  to  bind  us  than  we  to  bind  it.  No,  not 
BO  much. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     You  are  quite  right. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  two  Houses  of 
Congress  and  the  Executive  make  the  laws; 
the  court  but  interprets  them  ;  and  on  the 
question  of  the  constitutionality  of  a  statute, 
there  are  certain  presumptions  and  intend- 
mentSf  even  when  the  court  is  called  upon  to 
decide  between  parties,  which  make  in  favor 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  not  against  it,  and 
which  make  the  question  on  the  threshold 
something  more  than  a  balanced  question, 
whether  there  be  authority  in  the  act  or  not. 
However  this  may  be,  as  the  executive  depart- 
ment has  no  right,  except  by  a  veto,  to  tell 
Congress  where  their  constitutional  or  law- 
making power  begins  or  ends,  so  the  Supreme 
Court  has  no  power  to  tell  Congress  where  its 
power  to  make  laws  commences  or  concludes. 

Nevertheless,  the  two  decisions  of  the  court 
to  which  I  refer  place  in  our  way  a  practical 
impediment,  because  in  so  far  as  we  rely  upon 
the  judicial  tribunals  of  the  countrv  to  exe- 
cute the  laws,  in  so  &r  the  laws  will  fail  of 
execution  when  the  judicial  tribunals  pro- 
nounce them  void.     Therefore,  as  a  practical 
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expedient,  reserving  to  myself  the  right  to 
my  own  opinion  touching  the  efiPect  of  the 
pardon  issued  by  President  Johnson,  I  wish 
to  legislate  so  that  the  court,  in  view  of  these 
decisions  and  in  spite  of  them,  will  be  com- 
pelled to  execute  the  law  as  Congress  intended 
it,  and  as  Congress,  I  think,  will  intend  it 
again. 

If  I  remember  rightly,  and  not  having  re- 
ferred to  the  record,  I  speak  from  recollec- 
tion, before  the  pardon  which  is  referred  to 
had  been  issued,  the  statute  under  which  it 
might  have  proceeded,  had  fallen  by  repeal. 
If  I  remember  right,  the  question  of  the  com- 
petency of  the  President  to  issue  that  pardon 
was  referred  to  the  law  committee  of  this 
body,  and  I  think  I  am  not  mistaken  in  say- 
ing that  from  that  committee  came  a  unani- 
mous report,  concurred  in  by  Democrats  and 
all,  denying  the  President  any  such  power. 
Yet  the  President  asserted  a  power  which  cost 
King  James  his  throne.  He  issued  a  pardon 
which  recited  that  those  to  whom  it  applied 
had  aided  the  rebellion,  and  the  court  says  in 
effect  that  the  pardon  proves  that  those  who 
received  it  never  did  aid  the  rebellion  at  all. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me 
to  ask  him  a  question  ? 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.     Certainly. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Does  the  Senator  mean  to 
say  that  any  report  of  that  kind  was  ever  made 
in  regard  to  the  proclamation  issued  by  Pres- 
ident Liincoln  on  the  8th  of  December,  1863  ? 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  If  I  had  meant  to  say 
that  I  should  have  said  so,  and  I  should  not 
have  said  that  the  proclamation  issued  by  An- 
drew Johnson  was  the  one  of  which  I  was 
speaking. 

Mr.  SAWYER.  Allow  me  to  interrupt  the 
Senator  one  moment  further.  The  amnesty 
oath  which  was  taken  by  the  claimants  in  these 
cotton  cases  was  the  amnesty  oath  prescribed 
by  the  proclamation  of  Abraham  Lincoln  of 
the  8lii  of  December,  1863,  in  word  and  letter. 

Mr.  CONKLINQ.  Very  likely ;  but  the 
proclamation  of  which  I  am  speaking  is  the 
one  referred  to  by  the  court — the  proclama* 
tion  issued,  not  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  but  by 
Andrew  Johnson.  I  would  turn  with  pleas- 
ure to  the  matter  which  the  Senator  now 
introduces  if  my  doing  so  would  oblige  him. 
It  does  not  pertain  to  the  observations  I  was 
making,  however,  and  therefore,  if  the  Senator 
will  allow  me,  I  will  pass  it  by. 

The  decisions  to  which  I  refer  relate,  I  say 
again,  as  I  understand  them,  to  the  proclama- 
tion of  amnesty  issued  by  President  Johnson, 
and  issued  after  the  law  was  repealed  which 
conferred,  as  far  as  it  was  conferred  by  act  of 
Congress,  the  right  to  issue  such  a  proclama- 
tion, in  this  proclamation,  thus  issued  after 
the  law  authorizing  it  was  repealed  ;  in  this 
proclamation,  the  validity  which  was  denied  by 
a  unanimous  report  of  the  law  committee  of 
this  body,  the  Supreme  Court  finds  something 
which  not  only,  speaking  onward,  exonerates 
all  to  whom  it  relates,  but  which,  speakine 
backward,  obliterates  and  majces  as  if  it  had 
never  been  the  historical  fact  of  guilt,  the  fact 
of  voluntary  participation  in  the  rebellion. 

Congress  undertook  to  say  that  men  who 
waged  war  against  the  Qovernment  should 
not  be  among  those  to  whom  a  footing  was  to 
be  given  in  the  Court  of  Claims,  to  whom,  as 
the  Senator  from  Wisconsin  [Mr.  Hows]  well 
reminds  me,  to  repeat,  a  special  statutory  priv- 
ilege was  given  in  derogation  of  the^  right  of 
the  Qovernment,  in  exclusion  of  citizens  at 
large,  a  mere  enabling  act — a  franchise,  I 
might  call  it,  conferred  upon  nobody  except 
those  nominated  or  described  in  the  act.  The 
Supreme  Court  has  found  that  Congress,  in 
making  this  attempt,  made  a  vain  attempt, 
and  that  every  man  to  whom  Andrew  Johnson 
addressed  his  proclamation  as  a  guilty  man,  a 
man  steeped  to  the  eyes  in  criminal  transgres- 
sion, had,  in  truth  and  in  result,  never  taken 
part  in  the  rebellion  at  all ;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, was  one  of  those  in  effect  described  in 


the  act  who  had  never  taken  part  in  the 
rebellion. 

Mr.  President,  it  is  not  my  purpose  to  criti- 
cise this  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I 
point  out  its  meaning.  I  seek  to  trammel  up 
Its  consequences.  Under  these  decisions  not 
only  is  the  man  who  reddened  his  hands  in 
the  greatest  and  guiltiest  rebellion  that  man 
has  known  put  upon  a  footing  of  equality  with 
the  man  who  clung  to  the  flag  and  fought  and 
prayed  for  it,  but  he  is  preferred  and  advanced 
before  his  loyal  fellow-countryman.  The  late 
rebel  is  preferred  to  everybody  else.  Why? 
Because  a  short  road  is  made  for  him,  quick 
and  convenient.  He  is  to  be  saved  much  of 
**the  law's  delay''  which  might  check  his 
progress  in  the  Court  of  Claims.  He  takes 
out  the  proclamation  of  pardon  and  presents 
it,  and  thereby  he  speaks  himself  into  exist- 
ence as  a  qualified  claimant;  whereas  the 
loyal  man  or  the  loyal  woman  plods  through 
the  slow  and  weary  processes  of  searching 
and  calling  witnesses,  collecting  evidence, 
seeking  the  proof  in  detail  to  establish  lovalty 
from  beginning  to  end,  step  by  step — loyalty  in 
truth,  in  place  of  loyalty  established  by  a  cun- 
ning fiction  resting  in  somebody's  interpreta- 
tion of  an  after-granted  pardon. 

Without  criticising  this  decision,  except  to 
point  out  how  vain  a  motion,  according  to  its 
reasoning,  Congress  *made  in  attempting  to 
limit  to  a  certain  number  or  class  of  persons 
this  freshly  conferred  and  special  privilege,  I 
address  myself  to  the  amendment  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont. 

That  amendment,  if  I  apprehend  it,  con- 
tains three  elements.  In  the  first  place,  there 
shall  be,  by  its  provision,  no  jurisdiction 
except  of  cases  commenced  within  a  certain 
tiine;  second,  there  shall  be  no  jurisdiction 
except  of  cases  the  claimant  in  which  proves 
as  a  fact  so  strongly  that  it  becomes,  in  the 
judgment  of  the  court,  a  fact  found  that  in 
reality  and  in  verity  he  never  participated  in 
the  rebellion ;  and  third,  in  the  cases  em- 
braced within  the  amendment  the  judgment 
shall  never  be  satisfied  by  payment  from  the 
Treasury  until  the  question  shall  be  subjected 
to  that  process  described  by  the  Constitution 
when  it  says : 

*'  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasary  but 
in  oonsequenoe  of  appropriations  mode  by  law.^' 

All  three  of  these  elements  are  usefnl,  all 
are  wholesome,  all  are  considerate,  all  would 
have  been  imbedded  in  the  original  act  by  the 
overwhelmipg  judgment  of  both  Houses,  had 
it  been  conjectured  that  a  judicial  tribunal 
would  find  a  path  leading  around  the  statute, 
circumventing  it,  paralyzing  it,  and  making  it 
mean  what  it  was  not  intended  to  m<^an,  and 
what  it  never  could  have  been  made  to  mean 
by  the  assent  of  either  House  of  Congress. 

The  amendment  comes  as  a  reenforcement ; 
it  comes  to  lift  up  and  place  upon  its  feet 
again  the  original  enactment,  which  has  fallen 
before  a  judgment  of  the  court.  Fallen  be- 
fore a  judgment  of  the  court,  I  say,  denying 
again  the  right  of  the  court  to  bind  Congress, 
but  compelled  to  admit  the  power  of  the  court, 
in  the  execution  of  its  own  judgments,  to  pre- 
vent and  defeat  the  execution  of  the  law  in  the 
spirit  in  which  it  was  enacted. 

Mr.  President,  I  did  not  mean  to  say  so  much 
upon  this  question.  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of 
stating,  if  I  could,  that  the  case  was  even  clearer 
in  one  constitutional  right  than  was  indicated 
by  the  questions  put  by  the  Senators  from  Ver- 
mont and  Wisconsin.  Agreeing  fully  with 
them  that  there  would  be  no  doubt  of  our  power 
if  we  were  exercising  it  solely  by  way  of  exclu- 
sion, I  think  the  power  is  even  more  apparent 
still  when  truly  stated  in  its  application  here. 
We  are  in  the  act  of  conferring  a  special  priv- 
ilege. The  question  is  not  whom  shall  we  ex- 
clude from  it,  but  to  how  many  shall  we  extend 
it ;  and  unless  some  Senator  is  prepared  to  deny 
that  we  may  name  A,  B,  and  C.  and  provide 
that  they  alone  may  resort  to  the  Court  of 
Claims  'j  unless  some  Senator  will  dispute  our 


power  to  say  that  all  infants,  all  minor  >.- 
drou   may  present  claims  of  a   certain  c 
in  a  certain  way  ;  unless,  in  short,  some  ^ 
ator  is  ready  to  affirm  that,  without  ao  env 
act,  (for  I  think  the  argument  must  go  ^- 
as  that,)  American  citizens  are  clothed  «  'i 
constitutional  right  admitting   them  into 
Court  of  Claims  to  sue  the  Governmenr,  I  — 
not  how  any  man  can  deny  that  in  cre^&r::  j 
special  tribunal  and  admitting  to  it  p-^'^  i 
named,  we  may  stop :  we  may  limit  the  -    _ 
ber,  we  may  mnke  that  number  as  ^uir^  -. 
we  please,  and  leave  all  those  not  naiii.^. : 
resort  to  the  only  tribunal  open  to  citiz^r  -  . 
large;  that  tribunal  whose  pleadings  mu-.  -r 
of  the  form  provided  in  the   Const  it  ii::»'. 
that  clause  which  secures  the  right  of  p^*r  -.  ■ 
and  the  claimants  in  which  must  be  petit'.<.ntrv 
and   petitioners  only,    resorting   to   the   ia« 
making  power  of  their  country. 

As  Lsaid,  Mr.  President,  I  rose  aim  pi  j  *  * 
the  purpose  of  stating  this  proposition,  ^~. 
I  haVe  been  led  to  discourse  apon  it  furii- 
than  I  intended. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     Mr.  Pn-ii  :' 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  mj  o;  z- 
ion,  is  not  subject  to  the  criticism   made  ■ ; 
the  Senator  from  Delaware.      I   believe  tLk 
Congress  has  the  riffht  and  the  power  u^  -y, 
that  the  loyal  people  of  the  North,  in  si- 
tion  to  the  other  burdens  they  hare  &l?-:ir 
borne,  shall  be  taxed  to   pay  disloyiii  '. 
zens  of  the  South  for  their    property  vL  i 
was  captured  during  the  war :  ana  I  cerUk-   ' 
believe  that  Congress  has  the   right  to  •^.:.' 
the  converse  of  that  proposition,  and  th&t  j 
Executive,  by  the  exercise  of  the  par^ini  _: 
power,   and    the    judiciary    by    their    a:;.: 
cations,  have  not  the  right   or  the  )i<>v-r  t  > 
circumvent  the  purposes  of  the  Con^rr^^^  >. 
the  United  States,  be  it  the  one  or  tht-  ■'• .- -. 
And  it  is  due  to  the  Supreme  Court  i'>  u. 
that  1  do  not  think  they  have  intended  to  d^f.' 
the  lawful  purpose  of  Congress.      We  f»a*-  ' 
an  act,  which  will  be  found  in  the  tweit: .  t. 
ume  of  the  Statutes,  page  820,  to  the  *-: 
that  property  abandoned  by  its  owners  o: ' 
tured  by  the  national  forces  should  b^ 
possession  of  by  the   Treasury    Df  p^rr:;':: 
sold,  and  the  proceeds  paid  into  the  ii^*   . 
Treasury,  provided  that  any  one  claimiaj  .■ 
be  the  owner  may  prefer  his  claim  to  seen  p:  ^ 
ceeds,  if  he  had  never  given  aid  or  comfr  .< 
the  rebellion. 

Sir,  when  these  proceeds  of  captoreJ  pr  :• 
erty  are  paid  into  tne  Treasury,  the  o vot  z  .j 
receive  compensation  for  his  goods  o»p:u  - . 
from  those  proceeds  if  he  proves  that  h«-  ^t.'f' 
gave  aid  or  comfort  to  the  rebellion,     fh^t  < 
the  cardinal  idea  of  the  statute.      Whe  a  u  .: 
property  was  captured  and  sold  it  hecaose  i-*- 
property  of  the  United  Statea      The  own-- 
ship  was  transferred  from  those  who  for-rt-T  j 
possessed  it  to  the  United  States.     Thai  j-.- 
tion  is  established  without  going  into  an  »::  ■ 
ment  (which  for  brevity  I  seek  to  avoid     ? 
two  authorities,  namely,  the  law  of  uai:. 
and  the  statutes  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  The  honorable  SeoaMr  I 
think,  will  find  himself  confronted  bj  '■  ■ 
language  of  the  Supreme  Court  on  that  >u . 
ject  in  the  case  from  which  I  have  cir>-i 
They  declare  that  it  is  clear,  npon  compar  «>.n 
of  the  act  of  1863,  that  it  was  the  intention  ' 
Congress  that  the  title  to  those  proceeds  slio ..  t 
not  be  divested  absolutely  out  of  the  onf  .n  l 
owners. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     I  am  aware .  f 
their  decision,  having  read  it  very  carefallj. '  i 
having  it  before  me.     So  what  I  say  is  «.  ^ 
full  knowledge  of  the  decision.     I  rep«»at,  - 
ownership  of  the  property  was  changed,  it  w-^i 
transferred  to  the  United  States.     The  U*    ' 
nations  80  declares,  and  the  supreme  pi)ve:  i>. 
the  United  States  by  this  statute  so  eLuo. 
and  let  me  say  when  the  supreme  power  of': 
United  States  declares  what  shall  be  the  \^z^ 
effect  of  war  on  property  within  our  iaris.1  - 
tion  no  power  on  earth  may  gainsay  it.    Tic 
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upreme  power  makes  the  law,  be  it  right  or 
rrong;  otherwise  it  is  not  the  sapreme  power. 
Congress,  in  the  exercise  of  its  sovereignty, 
roceeded  a  step  further  and  declared  that  this 
aptured  property  should  be  sold  and  that  the 
•roceeds  thereof  should  be  paid  into  the  Treas- 
ry,  and  that  any  person  who  possessed  two 
[ualitications  should  have  the  right  by  petition 
o  receive  his  proper  portion  of  the  proceeds. 
)ne  qualification  was,  that  he  must  prove  that 
le  was  the  owner ;  and  the  other  was  that  ho 
hould  prove  that  he  had  never  given  aid  or 
lomtbrt  to  the  rebellion.  And  let  me  say,  if 
he  claimant  was  an  inhabitant  of  that  part  of 
he  country  that  was  in  rebellion,  this  whole 
procedure  was  a  pure  act  of  grace  and  favor 
o  the  claimant,  whether  he  was  loyal  or  dis- 
oyal,  because  as  soon  as  this  war  acquired  the 
limensions  of  a  public  war  the  rights  of  belli- 
jerents  intervened,  the  United  States  had  a 
)errect  right  to  capture  and  appropriate  the 
jroperty  of  belligerents,  and  that  without  any 
iccouniing  therefor.  And  this  is  true  even 
igainst  loyal  citizens  within  the  enemies'  lines. 
That  the  property  of  private  citizens  may  be 
taken  by  a  belligerent  and  become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  captor,  notwithstanding  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Supreme  Court,  is  laid  down  by 
Grotius  ^Book  iii,  c.  iv,  sec.  ii,  1,  4,  5)  and 
•Justinian  s  Institutes,  (Lib.  ii,  tit.  1,  sec.  17,} 
to  which  I  can  refer  the  Senator  if  he  wishes. 

I  know  that  the  modern  usage  favors  the  ex- 
emption of  private  property  from  the  effects 
of  war ;  but  if  it  shall  be  so  exempt  rests  en- 
tirely in  the  breast  of  the  belligerent,  and  in 
this  case  the  belligerent  has  by  solemn  statute 
declared  that  they  did  not  intend  to  exempt 
the  property  of  the  private  subject.  Therefore 
the  property  was  converted  and  became  ours, 
and  in  our  sovereign  pleasure  we  could  give 
to  or  withhold  from  whoever  we  pleased  the 
right  to  petition  for  it  and  to  receive  portions 
ot  the  proceeds  of  the  captured  property. 

Then  in  the  history  of  those  times  comes  in 
a  number  of  pardons.  There  was  one  pardon 
in  March,  1864,  on  condition  of  taking  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Union ;  in  March,  1866, 
there  was  an  amnesty  and  pardon,  with  some 
&)urteen  excepted  classes,  and  requiring  an 
oath ;  in  September,  1867,  another  amnesty 
and  pardon,  with  three  or  four  excepted 
classes  ;  and  on  the  4ih  of  July,  1868,  a  par- 
don and  amnesty  with  some  exceptions;  and 
on  the  25ih  of  December,  1868,  niU  amnesty 
and  pardon,  without  any  restriction  and  with- 
out any  oatn  being  required. 

I  am  not  going  to  dispute  with  the  Senator 
from  Delaware  as  to  the  proper  legal  effect  of 
a  pardon.  On  that  point  1  adopt  the  language 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  this  case,  and  for  the 
purposes  of  this  argument  admit,  and  I  do 
not  know  but  that  it  must  be  admitted  abso- 
lutely, and  not  merely  for  the  argument,  that 
we  cannot  limit  the  effect  of  a  pardon,  and 
that  we  cannot  exclude  from  its  operation 
any  class  of  offenders.  The  power  to  pardon 
is  given  by  the  Constitution,  and  we  must  re- 
spect it.  And  I  do  not  know  that  I  would 
differ  much  with  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
as  to  the  taste  and  perhaps  as  to  the  legality 
of  certain  portions  of  what  is  called  the  Drake 
amendment.  Certain  portions  of  that  amend- 
ment, I  think,  go  far  to  limit  the  effect  of  a 
pardon.  It  declares  that  no  pardon  shall  be 
admissible  in  evidence  to  support  a  claim 
against  the  United  States  in  the  court. 

If  the  President  has  the  constitutional  right 
to  grant  a  pardon,  as  he  has,  the  person  who 
has  accepted  it  has  the  right  to  use  it  as  evi- 
dence in  any  court.  The  amendment  further 
provides  that  if  the  pardon  is  in  evidence  it 
shall  not  be  considered  by  the  court.  Con- 
gress has  the  right  to  say  what  the  supreme 
judicial  tribunal  of  the  nation  shall  or  shall 
tiot  consider.  But  it  is  very  strange  that  while 
this  amendment  was  justly  subject  to  that 
criticism  made  upon  it,  the  Supreme  Court 
entirely  disregarded  the  other  part  of  it,  which 
declares  that  one  of  the  qualifications  to  en- 


title a  claimant  to  recover  a  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  captured  property  shall  be  loyalty 
to  the  United  States,  which  is  a  mere  reaffirm- 
ation or  reenactment  of  the  statute  of  1868 
before  referred  to. 

We  cannot  interfere  with  the  effect  of  a  par- 
don ;  it  must  have  its  full  force.  But  when  a 
statute  of  the  United  States  declares  that  no 
one  shall  be  entitled  to  present  his  claim  or 
to  receive  the  proceeds  of  this  property  who 
has  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  rebellion,  a 
pardon  does  not  touch  such  enactment.  There 
18  no  connection  or  relation  between  the  two 
things.  The  provision  that  he  must  be  one 
who  has  not  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  rebel- 
lion is  detcriptio  personce.  That  is  one  qual- 
ity a  man  must  have  in  order  to  come  into 
court.  Tell  me,  does  a  pardon  change  that 
fact?  Does  a  pardon  to  one  who  has  given 
aid  and  comfort  to  the  rebellion  render  it  true 
that  he  has  not  so  done?  By  no  means.  Then 
the  pardon  does  not  affect  the  important  juris- 
dictional fact  in  question. 

Mr.  CONKLING.  The  court  says  it  does. 
The  court  says  if  he  has  received  a  pardon 
he  never  did  have  anything  to  do  with  the 
rebellion. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  will  refer 
presently  to  what  the  court  said.  I  think  they 
somewhat  qualified  the  positions  ascribed  to 
them.  We  all  seek  to  avoid  any  unnecessary 
controversy  between  coordinate  branches  of 
the  Government. 

The  words  of  the  statute  are  a  mere  descrip- 
tion of  the  person,  and  if  the  pardon  has  the 
effect  of  changing  or  of  repealing  those  wordj, 
then  the  pardoning  power  is  higher  and  more 
supreme  m  matters  of  legislation  than  is  Con- 
fess. So  to  claim  is  absurd.  If  any  of  our 
Legislatures  declared  that  one  who  had  been 
convicted  of  perjury  should  not  be  admitted  as 
a  witness,  a  pardon  would  not  render  him  a 
competent  witness. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  It  has  been  decided,  if  the 
Senator  will  pardon  me 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  I  will  read  you 
the  decisions  presently.  A  pardon  would  not 
restore  one  to  competency  who  had  been  con- 
victed under  a  statute  that  declared  thaf  one 
convicted  of  perjury  should  be  incompetent  to 
testifv 

Mr.  BAYARD.  If  the  Senator  will"  par- 
don me 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Certainly  I  will 
if  it  does  not  have  any  bad  effect  on  the  Sen- 
ator.    [Laughter.  ] 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  have  known  such  cases 
to  arise  in  the  courts  in  regard  to  witnesses, 
and  I  have  known  cases  at  the  polls  in  regard 
to  the  right  of  suffrage,  and  the  pardon  does 
wipe  it  out  completely,  and  leaves  the  man  the 
same  as  if  the  act  had  not  been  committed. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Now  we  will 
see  what  the  authority  is.  I  read  from  Green- 
leaf  on  Evidence,  section  three  hundred  and 
seventy-eight : 

"  The  rale  that  a  pardon  restores  the  competency 
and  completely  rehabilitates  the  party*'-*- 

Which  is  the  doctrine  insisted  upon-~ 

*^i8  limited  to  oaaee  where  the  dixability  it  a  oonse- 
qaence  of  the  judgment,  acoording  to  the  prinoiples 
of  the  common  law.  But  where  the  disability  ia 
annexed  to  the  conviction  of  a  crime  by  the  express 
words  of  a  statute,  it  is  generally  agreed  that  the 
pardon  will  not.  in  suoh  a  case,  restore  the  compe- 
tency of  the  offender;  the  prerogative  of  the  sover- 
eign being  con  trolled  by  the  authority  of  the  express 
law.  Thus,  if  a  man  be  adjudged  guilty  on  an 
indictment  for  perjury,  at  eoramon  law,  a  pardon 
will  restore  his  competency.  But  if  the  indictment 
be  founded  on  the  statute  of  5  Eiizabotb,  chapter 
nine,  which  declares  that  no  person  convicted  and 
attainted  of  perjury  or  subornation  of  perjury  shall 
bo  from  thenceforth  received  as  a  witness  in  any 
court  of  record,  he  will  not  be  rendered  competent 
by  a  pardon." 

There  is  much  similarity  between  the  case 
cited  and  the  case  here.  We  declare  by  stat- 
ute that  a  person  who  gave  aid  or  comfort  to 
the  rebellion  shall  not  have  a  standing  in 
court.  Will  a  pardon  override  the  express 
legislation  of  the  statute? 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Will  the  Senator  allow  me 


to  present  a  counter  authority  on  this  subject 
of  pardon? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.     Certainly. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     I  read  from  the  opinion 

of  the  court  in  the  case  of  ex  parte  Garland, 

(4  Wallace,  page  380.)  Speaking  of  the  power 

of  pardon  vested  by  the  Constitution  in   the 

President,  the  court  say : 

'*The  power  thus  conferred  is  unlimited  with  the 
ezoeptioD  stated"— 

Which  is  the  exception  of  cases  of  impeach- 
ment— 

**  It  extends  to  every  offense  known  to  the  law, 
and  may  be  exercised  at  any  time  after  its  commis- 
sion, either  before  legal  proceedings  are  taken,  or 
during  their  pendency,  or  after  conviction  and 
judgment.  This  power  of  the  President  is  not  sub- 
ject to  legislative  control.  Congress  can  neither 
limit  the  effect  of  his  pardon,  nor  exclude  from  its 
exercise  any  class  of  offenders.  The  benign  prerog- 
ative of  mercy  reposed  in  him  cannot  be  rettered  by 
any  legislative  restrictions. 

Such  being  the  oa»e,  the  inquiry  arises  as  to  the 
effect  and  operation  of  a  pardon,  and  oir  this  point 
all  the  authorities  concur.  A  pardon  reaches  both 
the  punishment  prescribed  for  the  offense  and  the 
guilt  of  the  offender:  and  when  the  pardon  is  full,  it 
releases  the  punishment  and  blots  out  of  existence 
the  guilt,  so  that  in  the  eye  of  the  law  the  offender 
is  as  innocent  as  if  he  bad  never  committed  the 
offense.  If  granted  before  conviction,  it  prevents 
any  of  the  i)enaltie8  and  disabilities  consequent 
upon  conviction  from  attaching;  if  granted  after 
conviction,  it  removes  the  penalties  and  disabilities, 
and  restores  him  to  all  his  civil  rights ;  it  makes 
him,  as  it  were,  a  new  man.  and  gives  him  a  new 
credit  and  capacity." 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  There  is  no 
doubt  that  the  law  is  as  stated  in  the  authority. 
I  have  already  so  presented  it.  It  is  the  doc- 
trine that  you  will  find  in  all  the  books.  It 
does  not  conflict  in  any  way  with  the  position 
that  I  insist  on  and  for  which  there  is  equally 
abundant  authority. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Will  the  Senator  be  kind 
enough,  if  he  admits  this  doctrine,  to  explain 
how  a  man  can  be  excluded  from  the  right  of 
suffrage  because  he  has  committed  an  act 
which  forfeited  that  right  to  which  he  has 
been  restored  by  the  grant  of  pardon  ?  I  wish 
the  Senator  to  explain  that. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  If  the  honora- 
ble Senator  will  give  me  an  opportunity  I  will, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  do  it  better  than 
in  the  language  of  the  statute,  and  the  lan- 
guage of  the  authority  which  I  have  read. 

Certainly,  the  supreme  power  in  a  Govern- 
ment has  the  right  of  declaring  who  shall  and 
who  shall  not  be  witnesses ;  and  if  they  enact 
that  one  who  has  been  convicted  shall  not  be 
a  witness,  a  subsequent  pardon  does  not  change 
the  fact  tnat  he  was  convicted  ;  and  you  cannot 
repeal  bv  a  pardon  a  statute  lawfully  enacted  by 
the  Legislature  declaring  who  should  and  who 
should  not  be  witnesses. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  That  is  in  direct  contradic- 
tion with  the  case  of  Garland. 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  Not  at  all  in 
contradiction  ;  and  if  the  Senator  will  look  at 
the  authorities  he  will  see  that  there  is  no  con- 
tradiction. The  general  proposition  is  that  a 
pardon  makes  a  man,  in  the  language  of  the 
Senator's  authority,  a  new  man,  but  the  excep- 
tion to  that  g^eral  rule  is  that  if  the  statute 
has  given  a  description  of  a  witness  and  has 
said  if  a  man  is  convicted  of  perjury  he  shall 
not  be  admitted  to  testify,  any  one  can  see  that 
to  pardon  him  cannot  make  him  a  witness  ; 
and  there  are  any  number  of  authorities  given 
by  Greenleaf  to  sustain  this  position.  All 
of  the  sentence  of  the  convict  which  is  pun- 
ishment the  pardon  removes,  but  the  conse- 
quences of  his  conviction,  which  are  enacted 
by  express  statutes  for  the  protection  of  society, 
it  does  not  remove. 

Mr.  President,  if  we  should  carry  out  this 
doctrine  of  the  Senator  we  would  not  require 
any  amnesty  bill.  We  have  declared  by  the 
fourteenth  amendment  that  certain  classes  of 
persons  who  have  engaged  in  the  rebellion  shall 
not  be  eligible  tojoffice.  That  is  a  dis^ability  ; 
but  why  cannot  Andrew  Johnson's  pardon  re- 
move the  disability?  Why  does  it  not  make 
them  new  men  ?  The  argument  is  as  good 
against  the  fourteenth  amendment   as    it  19 
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against  the  statute  of  1863.  In  the  one  case 
we  described  persons  who  should  not  be  claim- 
ants in  courtf  and  in  the  other,  persons  who 
should  not  hold  office.  If  the  pardon  can  re- 
peal our  legislation  in  the  one  case  it  can  in 
the  other. 

The  reason  why  the  pardon  cannot  operate 
against  the  amendment  is  because  it  describes 
persons  who  shall  not  hold  office,  and  declares 
that  those  who  have  done  certain  acts,  left 
Congress,  held  positions,  or  been  in  office  in 
\hfi  army  against  the  Government,  should  be 
ineligible,  and  the  pardon  cannot  repeal  the 
enactment  of  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  BAYARD.     Not  a  statute? 

Mr.  FRELINGHUYSEN.  There  is  no  dif- 
ference  in  validity  between  a  constitutional 
statute  and  the  Constitution.  And  besides, 
the  pardoning  power,  exercised  according  to 
the  Constitution,  is  the  Constitution  speaking, 
and  a  constitutional  amendment  must  be  so 
construed  and  have  such  effect  and  only  such 
as  permits  it  to  be  consistent  with  the  exist- 
ing Constitution.  The  argument  is  as  good 
in  favor  of  admitting  all  the  rebels  to  office, 
or,  not  to  use  too  offensive  a  word,  in  favor  of 
admitting  all  those  who  are  under  constitu- 
tional disability  to  office,  as  it  is  to  admitting 
disloyal  claimants  to  the  privilege  of  prose- 
cuting and  recovering  their  demands  in  the 
Court  of  Claims. 

What  have  we. here?  Simply  a  statutory 
right  to  sue  in  a  statute  court.  It  is  not  com- 
mon-law right ;  it  is  not  a  right  guarantied  by 
the  Constitution ;  and  what  possible  pretense 
of  claim  can  any  one  have  unless  it  be  by 
authority  of  Congress?  What  claim  against 
such  authority?  I  do  not,  cannot  think  that 
the  Supreme  Court  intended  to  set  up  their 
adjudication  against  the  law  of  Congress.  They 
mistook  us  and  held  that  we  did  not  intend, 
by  the  statute  of  1863,  what  we  know  we  did 
intend.  That  is  the  ground  they  take.  They 
do  not  say  that  we  had  not  the  right  to  enact 
the  law,  or  that  the  law  construed  according 
to  our  intent  can  be  repealed  by  the  pardon  ; 
they  insist  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
Congress  to  exclude  that  class  from  the  bene- 
fit of  this  fund,  but  admit  its  power  to  do  so. 
The  Chief  Justice,  in  his  opinion,  says : 

"  Undoubtedly  the  Legislatore  has  complete  con- 
trol over  the  organisation  and  existence  of  that 
court,  and  ma;r  confer  or  withhold  the  right  of  appeal 
from  its  decisions." 

That  is  all  we  claim.  Now  we  intend  by  the 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  to 
exercise  the  control  which  the  Supreme  Court 
says  we  undoubtedly  have,  and  make  it  a 
requisite  to  a  claimant  for  any  portion  of  the 
proceeds  of  this  captured  property  that  he 
shall  never  have  given  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
rebellion. 

Mr.  MORTON  next  addressed  the  Senate 
in  remarks  which  will  be  published  in  the 
Appendix. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  hope  we  shall  now  have  a 
vote  on  the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from 
Vermout  as  he  has  modified  it,  and  I  think  he 
has  by  his  modification  madeirmore  palatable 
to  the  Senators  generally.  I  hope  we  shall 
not  enter  upon  a  long  political  discussion  on 
thiH  amendment  to  a  deficiency  appropria- 
tion bill,  the  necessity  for  the  passage  of  which 
is  so  very  urgent.  I  do  not  wish  to  interfere 
with  anyoody  who  desires  to  speak,  but  really 
I  am  very  sorry  to  see  a  political  discussion 
precipitated  upon  this  bill. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Mr.  President,  it  has 
been  said  that  the  greatest  minds  have  never 
been  found  free  from  some  imperfection. 
The  ability  of  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is  a 
thing  that  no  one  denies ;  but  it  is  no  disre- 
spect to  him  to  say  that  he  has  his  imperfec- 
tions, and  one  of  the  most  marked  imperfec- 
tions is  that  it  seems  to  be  quite  impossible 
for  him  to  discuss  any  question,  however  re- 
mote from  party  politics,  that  he  does  not 
convert  it  in  some  way  or  other  into  a  theme 
for  a  party  speech.     There  was  nothing  in 


this  ciuestion  to  call  for  any  party  speech; 
certainly  there  was  nothing  to  call  for  a  repe- 
tition of  party  speeches  that  we  have  heard 
again  and  again  and  again  until  the  sound  of 
them  palls  on  the  ear.  There  was  no  reason 
for  any  such  thing  as  that  There  was  no 
reason  to  assault  the  Supreme  Court  in  the 
first  place,  and  there  was  no  reason  to  assault 
the  Democratic  party,  and  there  was  no  rea- 
son to  try  to  terrify  timid  men  and  women 
and  children  with  the  idea  of  great  troubles 
and  horrors  and  disasters  in  the  future  in  the 
event  of  the  Democratic  party  or  any  such 
party  coming  into  power  in  this  country. 

Mc.  EDMUNDS.  May  I  ask  my  friend  from 
Ohio  what  he  means  by  ''any  such  party?" 

Mr.  THURMAN.  Take  it  as  a  lapsus 
linguas,  [Laughter.]  I  mean  a  party  that 
regards  the  Constitution. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  cannot  be  the  Dem- 
ocratic party. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  is  the  Democratic 
party.     That  is  what  I  mean. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  I  have  a  few  words  to 
say  upon  this  amendment.  I  would  not  say 
them  now,  but  that  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee who  has  this  bill  in  charge  is  naturally 
anxious  that  it  should  be  disposed  of,  and  I  do 
not  wish  to  delay  it  to  another  day  in  order 
that  I  may  have  another  opportunity  to  say 
what  I  have  to  say  upon  it.  But  before  I  do 
that,  allow  me  one  word  about  this  subject  of 
the  fourteenth  amendment  which  has  been 
most  extraordinarily  drawn  in  here. 

The  Senator  from  Indiana  says  that  he  has 
heard  it  on  this  floor  that  means  were  resorted 
to  to  pass  that  amendment  which  were  unlaw- 
ful, wnich  were  unconstitutional ;  that  States 
were  coerced  into  passing  it.  Yes,  sir,  he  has 
heard  that,  and  he  will  hear  it  just  as  long  as 
he  lives.  He  has  heard  that  you  made  it  a 
fundamental  condition  to  the  exercise  of  that 
right  which  a  State  had  to  representation  in 
Congress  that  it  should  be  deprived  of  its 
free  will  in  the  determination  of  the  question 
whether  or  not  it  would  assent  or  dissent  to 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitution.  You  have 
heard  that,  and  you  will  hear  it  as  long  as 
the  amen  who  regard'  the  Constitution  of  the 
country  shall  survive  to  speak  it. 

But,  sir,  that  is  one  question ;  and  the  ques 
tion -whether  the  amendment  is  binding  upon 
the  country  is  wholly  a  different  question.  If 
the  Senator  will  apply  to  that  the  acumen  he 
has,  he  can  understand  the  difference  perfectly 
well.  A  law  may  pass  this  Congress  ;  it  may 
be  (if  such  a  case  were  supposable)  bribed 
through  ;  every  man  who  voted  for  it  inay  have 
been  corrupted  by  bribery  ;  and  yet  no  court 
in  the  world  can  go  into  the  question  whether 
it  was  obtained  by  bribery  or  not.  Senators 
may  vote  for  a  law  under  personal  duress  j 
Representatives  may  vote  for  it  in  the  same 
way  under  personal  duress ;  but  when  it  is 
passed  according  to  the  forms  of  law  and  has 
received  the  approval  of  the  President,  no 
court  whatever  can  inquire  whether  its  passage 
was  obtained  by  fraud  or  corruption  or  duress. 
And  so,  sir,  in  regard  to  the  act  of  a  Legisla- 
ture, as  was  decided  long  ago  in  the  x  azoo 
claim  case.  There  the  highest  court  in  the 
country  held  that  it  had  no  power  to  decide 
that  an  act  which  pafised  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia  was  obtained  by  fraud,  although  the 
fraud  was  as  patent  as  the  sun  that  shone  above 
their  heads. 

And  so,  sir,  in  regard  to  this  question  of  the 
fourteenth  amendment.  I  should  think  that 
the  Senator  from  Indiana  might  understand 
that  no  court  in  this  country  can  inquire  whether 
a  Legislature  of  a  State  which  ratified  that 
amendment  was  coerced  into  the  ratification 
by  your  legislation  or  acted  of  its  own  free  will. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  May  I  ask  the  Senator  a 
question  ? 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  1  wish  to  ask  the  Sen- 
ator, in  his  view,  supposing  that  to  be  so, 
whether  Congress  could  not  say  that  the  States 


had    been    coerced,  and    that    therefore    ' 

amendment  was  not  binding? 

Mr.  THUR.MAN.     No,  sir;  no  more  tr  v 
court  can  say  it.     The  truth  of  it  is  a.ii    r, 
nutshell,      xou  have   fastened  this    Dp/rn  -. 
country ;  there  is  no  denying  it.    Why  iiare  y 
fastened  it  upon  the  country  ?  The  argus-^ 
in  a  nutshell.     The  Constitution  provid-  r 
its  own  amendment  in  a  particalar  fumi—  ■. 
amendment  by  the  consent  of  three  four:.^  - 
the  States  where  an  amendment  is  prop*  -.i 
by  Congress — but  the  Constitation  provji-  • 
mode  by  which  the  fact  of  three  fourths  ot  -  • 
States  having  ratified  thatamendmeot  sk^J.    • 
verified  and  attested.   The  Consti cation  is  i^x-  : 
on  that  subject.     It  necessarily  therefore  ir .  »-< 
it  to  legislation  to  determine  what  shall  ck:  ^l* 
verification  of  the  adoption  of  an  amen^Jn-  * 
to  the  Constitution.     Accordinglj,  aa  far  \t,   . 
as  1818  Congress  passed  a  law  providing  .  ir 
the  verification  of  the  fact  of  the  adoptioi:    • 
an  amendment  to  the  Constitation  of  the  l    - 
ted  States.     That  is  made  the  evidence.    Kr*^ :  r 
court  in  the  country  take:$  it  as  the  eonclu-.  - 
evidence  of  the  fact.     The  certificate  of  ". 
Secretary  of  State  made  by  that  act  the  *'r 
dence  of  the  fact  is   taken   in  every  jn'il-.^ 
tribunal  in  the  country  as  conclusiTe  eviJ^r.^ 
of  the  fact.     It  is  so  provided  bj  the  law  - 
it  shall  be  the  evidence.     And  therefore  :  - 
Legislature    having    the    power    to    provw- 
what  shall  be  the  evidence  of  the  fact,  er-- 
court  takes  it  to  be  the  evidence  of  the  :»... 

Then  what  is  the  case  here?     You  coer  -i 
States  into  adopting  the  fourteenth  am'*!  i 
meut;    at  least  you    passed    laws   that   'L-5 
should  not  have  their  representation  in  C\ 
gress  until  they  did  adopt  that  ameodm-'  1 
I  cannot  say  as  a  matter  of  absolute  eetXAis'^ 
that  they  would  have  rejected  the  amendx-t; 
if  you  had  not  imposed  what  you  call«<i  :■  -.' 
fundamental  condition  to  their  repreeeotai  •s 
here  ;  1  can  only  say  that  I  have  the  opiL. 
perhaps  that  some  of  them   would   hav«  :^ 
jected  it  if  you  had  left  them  with  thrir  :r>  * 
will,  which    the   Constitution    intended  tb^r 
should  have.     But  it  is  a  subject  which  :• 
man  can  say  absolutely  is  this  way  or  b*  tii^ 
way;  but  the  forms  have  been  gone  thro.;: 
with ;  the  evidence  provided  bj  law  h&$  b^^ . 
furnished  ;  the  proclamation,  so  to  speuk.  '■: 
the  Secretary  of  State  has  been    given :  t;  n 
recognized  in  all  the  courts;  it  was  recogn.rr: 
in  the  Supreme  Court  but  yesterday  in  a  ie 
cision  pronounced  in  that  court.     Ihatbeirg 
the  case,  there  is  no  man  in  the  couotrr  sn- 
now  denies  that  that  is  binding  'as  a  par.  c. 
the  Constitution  of  the  country,  however  gs 
lawful,  however  violent  were  the  measures  ja->. 
resorted  to  in  order  to  compel  its  adoption. 

So  much  for  that;  but  when   the  Senator 
wants  us  to  go  further  and  admit  not  oalr :"« 
binding  force,  but  to  say  that  it  was  right  10 
coerce  States  to  adopt  it,  that  it  was  rigfa'  [  > 
deprive  them  of  the  free  will  which  the  Cos 
stitution  contemplated  they  should  exercise- 
when  he  wants  us  to  be  guilty  of  that  stulu^r^ 
tion,  to  take  back  all  we  have  said  on  that  ^.b- 
ject,  admit  that  we  were  in  error  when  we  %■>  i 
it,  he  asks  n^ore  than  he  will  geL   It  is  eno^id 
when  the  country  submits  to  it,  becaui^  -i* 
country  cannot  help  it.     The  country  und^^: 
stands   it  perfectly   well.      The   countrr  ac- 
quiesces in  it.     The  amendments  of  the' Can- 
stitution  are  recognised  in  all  coarts,  Feder^t 
and  State  everywhere,  in  the  elections  of  i!  t 
people    everywhere,  whether    the   meaos  ^y 
which  they  were  adopted  were  justifiable  cr 
not. 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  Do  I  orni^r 
stand  my  friend  from  Ohio  as  meaning  to  sat 
that  he  regrets  the  adoption  of  the  fourteen- ^ 
amendment? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  did  not  say  any  sua 
thing.  I  am  not  going  into  that  question  I 
am  trying  to  stick  to  the  Senator's  amendm^.t 

Mr.  MORRILL,  of  Vermont,     But  the  S^ 
ator  said  he  submitted  to  it  because  he  «)qJ 
not  help  it. 
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Mr.  THURMAN.  There  are  many  people 
vrho  submit  to  it  because  they  caunot  help  it, 
l>ut  who  never  expect  to  help  it;  just  exactly 
a^  I  submit  when  the  Senate  overrules  me  on 
etny  other  question.  When  they  pass  an  appro- 
priation bili  to  which  I  am  opposed  I  submit 
to  it  because  I  cannot  help  it.  That  is  all  there 
is  in  it. 

Mr.  BLAIR.  Why  do  not  the  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  submit  to  the  decisions  of 
the  Supreme  Court? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  reason  they  do  that 
18  because  they  think  they  can  help  that  by 
attacking  the  court  and  overturning  the  court. 
We  cannot  attack  this  and  we  cannot  overturn 
it.  But,  Mr.  President,  all  that  is  very  foreign 
to  the  question  before  the  Senate. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     Still  it  is  interesting. 
Mr.   THURMAN.     It    may  be  interesting 
to  others,  though  it  is  not  interesting  for  me 
to  talk,  but  perhaps  nobody  will  believe  me 
when  I  say  so. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     It  is  interesting  for  us 
to  hear  you  on  that  topic. 

Mr.  THURMAN.   But  I  want  to  comeback 
to  the  question  that  is  now  before  the  Senate. 
Let  UB  see  what  that  question  is,  for  it  seems 
to  me  that  it  is  greatly  misunderstood,  and 
that  the  Supreme  Court  is  attacked  without 
any  reason  whatsoever.  What  was  the  case  that 
went  before  the  Supreme  Court  ?    It  was  the 
caee  in  which  the  Drake  amendment,  so  called, 
was  drawn   into  consideration.     It  involved 
the  necessity  of  construing  the  law  in  regard 
to  captured  and  abandoned  property,  and  also 
of  construing  the  Drake  amendment.     What 
did  the  court  decide  in  respect  to  those  propo- 
sitions ?    In  the  first  place  the  court  decided 
that  the  captured  and  abandoned  property  act 
did  not  mean  to  divest  the  ownerspip  of  the 
property  that  was  seized.     Is  there  anybody 
who  denies  that  interpretation  of  that  act?     Is 
there  anybody  who  will  say  that  that  act  was 
not  properly  construed  in  that  respect?     No 
man  can  say  it  without  denying  the  venr  terms 
of  the  act,  because  the  act  itself  provides  that 
the  proceeds  when  paid  into  the  1  reasury  may 
be  recovered  by  the  owner  of  the  property. 

I  grant  you  there  is  a  provision  that  he  must 
prove  loyalty ;  but  no  matter  if  there  was  any- 
body at  all  who  could  recover  those  proceeds, 
that  proves  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of 
Congress  by  that  act  to  divest  the  owner  of  his 
property.     Why,  what  was  it?    That  is  what 
the  court  has  decided,  and  nobody  can  contro- 
vert that  that  interpretation  of  the  captured 
and  abandoned  property  act  was  the  proper 
construction.  What  was  it?  it  was  not  a  provis- 
ion in  respect  to  property  that  was  confiscated 
to  the  use  of  the  United  States.     It  was  not  a 
provision  in  respect  to  property  that  was  seized 
and  used  by  the  Army  ot  the  United  States; 
and  I  was  astonished  to  hear  the  Senator  from 
Indiana  speak  of  such  property  as  that  in  this 
connection.      It  was  not  at  all  the  case  of 
property  seized  for  the  support  of  the  armies 
of  the  CFnited  States ;  but  it  was  property  that 
was  captured,  not  for  the  use  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  because  by  the  very  terms 
of  the  act  it  was  not  to  be  applied  to  the  use 
of  the  armies,  but  was  to  be  sold  and  its  pro- 
ceeds put  into  the  Treasury ;  and  in  respect  to 
the  otner  property  it  was  property  that  was 
abandoned,. that  apparently  had  no  owner  and 
that  was  seized  by  the  troops  of  the  United 
States.    Everybody  understands  what  peculiar 
kind  of  property  was  in  contemplation ;  it  was 
cotton ;  and  perhaps  of  all  the  property  that 
was  seized  as  abandoned  property,  apart  from 
the  seizure  of  land  as  abandoned  farms,  ninety- 
nine  hundredths  of  that  property  was  cotton. 

Everybody  understands  that  perfectly  well. 
Congress  did  not  intend  at  all  by  that  act  to 
coiitiscate  that  property.  Congress  could  not 
confiscate  it  without  the  judgment  of  a  court 
of  law.  Even  upon  the  broadest  terms  of 
confiscation  ever  advocated  by  anybody  iu 
Congress,  Congress  had  no  right  to  confiscate 
the  property  without  the  judgment  of  a  court 


of  law.  But  this  act  provided  for  no  such 
judgment,  and  therefore  showed  conclusively 
that  it  was  not  an  act  of  confiscation,  but  that 
it  simply  seized  the  property  in  order  that  it 
might  not  be  used  by  the  enemy ;  or,  because 
it  was  abandoned,  converted  that  property  into 
money,  and  put  the  money  into  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  where  it  remained  in 
trust  for  the  owners  of  the  property  upon 
making  the  proper  proof  of  their  title  to  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     What  kind  of  owners? 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  have  said  already— I 
need  not  repeat  at  every  sentence — that,  ac- 
cording to  the  act,  they  must  be  loyal  owners. 
But  I  will  come  to  that  presently.  That  is  the 
first  point.  That  was  the  interpretation  of 
that  act,  and  no  man  can  gainsay  its  correct- 
ness. 

What  was  the  second  point  decided  by  the 
court?  It  was  simply  this,  and  nothing  but 
this :  that  it  is  not  within  the  legislative  power 
to  prescribe  a  rule  of  decision  for  the  courts 
of  the  country  in  regard  to  what  is  the  true 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.  And  what  lawyer  is  there  here  to  deny 
the  truth  of  that  proposition?  If  we  can  pre* 
scribe  a  rule  of  decision  for  the  judiciary  of 
the  country  as  to  what  is  the  true  meaning 
and  efifect  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  then  we  completely  annihilate  the 
judicial  power,  then  the  judicial  department 
of  the  Government  is  no  longer  a  separate 
and  independent  department  at  all,  and  the 
legislative  department  swallows  it  up  com- 
pletely. That  is  what  the  court  said  could 
not  be  done.  The  Drake  amendment,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  undertook  to  do  that ; 
it  undertook  to  prescribe  a  rule  of  decision 
contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  it  undertook  to  say  that  a  pardon 
granted  by  the  President,  instead  of  having 
the  effect  which  the  Constitution  says  that 
pardon  should  have,  shall  have  directly  the 
contrary  effect.  That  is  what  the  court  held, 
and  the  court,  therefore,  said  that  it  was  an 
act  beyond  the  scope  of  our  legislative  power. 

There  was  no  necessity  to  assail  the  court 
about  that  decision,  and  there  is  no  necessity 
for  those  who  favor  the  exclusion  of  disloyal 
men  from  recovering  any  part  of  that  fund  to 
take  any  such  ground.  Has  the  Supreme 
Court  said  that  we  may  not  limit  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  Court  of  Claims?  They  have  said 
no  such  thing.  Have  they  said  that  we  may 
not  submit  to  it  just  precisely  such  claims  as 
we  see  fit  to  submit  to  it,  and  none  others? 
They  have  said  no  such  thing.  They  know  as 
well  as  we  that  the  Court  of  Claims  is  the 
court  which  we  have  established  to  hear  claims 
against  the  United  States,  which,  but  for  the 
establishment  of  some  tribunal  to  hear  them, 
would  have  to  come  before  Congress.  But  the 
court  do  say,  and  they  say  it  correctly,  too, 
that  having  clothed  that  court  with  the  powers 
we  have  conferred  upon  it — not  the  powers 
originally  conferred  upon  it  by  the  first  aot, 
which  made  it  a  mere  auditing  committee  for 
the  information  of  Congress — but  the  powers 
which  we  have  conferred  upon  it  to  render  a 
final  judgment  which  is  binding  on  the  United 
States  and  payable  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  just  as  a  judgment  recovered 
against  the  United  States  in  a  circuit  court  of 
the  United  States  where  the  party  is  allowed 
to  sue  the  Government,  or  in  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  is  payable  out  of 
the  Treasury,  that  makes  the  Court  of  Claims 
one  of  the  inferior  courts  provided  for  in  the 
Constitution  which  may  be  established  by 
Congress.  And  then  they  have  said  that  when 
you  have  given  to  this  court  a  eeneral  jurisdic- 
tion over  claims  against  the  United  States  of 
individuals,  which  would  cover  such  claims 
as  these,  it  is  not  competent  for  Congress  to 
come  in  and  prescribe  a  rule  of  decision  to  that 
court,  especially  when  that  rule  runs  counter 
to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  as  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  country  understand  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.     I  ask  the  Senator  what 
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he  means  by  jurisdiction  in  that  light,  when 
the  act  of  Congress  of  1868,  before  this  cot- 
ton question — I  am  not  alluding  to  the  cotton 
act — in  enlarging  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Court 
of  Claims,  says  that  the  court  shall  be  called 
to  pronounce  upon  the  claim  of  a  citizen  who 
makes  it?  **lt  shall  be  stated  in  the  petition 
that  he  has  at  all  times  borne  true  allegiance 
to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and, 
whether  a  citizen  or  not,  that  he  has  not  in 
any  way  voluntarily  aided,  abetted,  or  given 
encouragement  io  rebellion  against  the  Gov- 
ernment." 

That  is  the  act  of  1863  as  to  the  Court  of 
Claims.  The  allegations  are  traversable  ;  but 
loyalty  must  be  stated  in  the  petition  and 
proved.  Now,  1  would  like  to  have  the  Sen- 
ator tell  me  and  tell  the  Senate  if  he  can  (and 
he  can  if  anybody  can)  whether  that  is  not  a 
jurisdictional  statement  in  the  statute  that  the 
court  may  try  and  determine  one  kind  of  claims 
and  that  they  shall  not  try  and  allow  another 
kind  of  claims. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  not  going  into  that 
large  subject  of  what  is  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  of  Claims. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  That  is  the  very  point 
you  are  discussing. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  I  am  not  going  into  that. 
What  I  was  attempting  to  show  to  the  Senate 
was  that  there  is  no  necessity  whatever  for  this 
assault  upon  the  judicial  department  of  the 
Government.  Now,  I  do  not  undertake  to 
say  that  a  bill  might  not  be  framed  which 
would  effect  the  object  aimed  at  by  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  [Mr.  Morrill,]  who  offers 
this  amendment,  and  be  perfectly  constitu- 
tional and  perfectly  free  from  the  criticism  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  the  decisions  they  have 

E renounced.  I  am  very  sure  that  if  such  a 
ill  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  that  committee  would  go  to  work 
seriously  to  consider  the  subject  and  to  report 
to  the  Senate  what  it  thought  was  proper  to  be 
adopted  in  the  premises,  if  anything  was  neces- 
sary to  be  adopted.  I  am  sure  it  could  do 
so ;  but  I  do  object  to  a  question  of  this  deli- 
cacy being  brought  up  in  this  way  without  any 
examination  by  a  committee,  stuck  upon  an 
appropriation  bill  which  can  carry  anything 
and  everything  with  it ;  and  in  this  way  we 
have  this  loose  debate  so  far  from  the  real 
merits  of  the  question  and  without  any  fruit- 
ful result  in  the  perfection  of  useful  legisla- 
tion.    That  is  what  1  object  to. 

Mr.  President,  I  have  said  ^hat  we  might  pro- 
vide what  shall  be  the  iurisdiction  of  the  Court 
of  Claims.  Undoubtealy  we  may  provide  for  it. 
We  may  limit  its  jurisdiction.  If  we  see  fit 
we  ma^say  it  shall  have  no  jurisdiction  except 
of  claims  that  arose  since  the  war  or  that 
arose  since  1870,  or  only  claims  that  arose 
from  acts  of  a  particular  class  of  officers  in 
the  country,  or  that  its  jurisdiction  shall  be 
limited  to  claims  arising  out  of  contracts.  All 
that  you  may  do;  but  while  von  extend  its 
jurisdiction  as  you  have  extended  it,  you  must 
not  undertake^o  prescribe  by  legislative  rule 
what  the  courts  of  the  country  shall  decide  as 
to  the  effect  of  a  presidential  pardon. 

And  now  I  want  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
mover  of  this  amendment  to  one  thing,  whether 
a  presidential  pardon  goes  back  and  wipes 
out  all  the  man's  sins,  as  the  English  courts 
say  that  it  does,  and  leaves  him  as  though  he 
had  never  sinned.  Whether  that  is  the  case 
or  not,  one  thing  everybody  must  admit,  that 
from  the  time  of  the  pardon  he  becomes  anew 
man  ;  from  the  time  of  the  pardon  he  stands 
on  an  equal  footing  with  every  other  man  if  he 
behaves  loyally  and  without  violation  of  the 
law  af^er  he  has  received  that  pardon.  Now, 
I  am  told  by  a  Senator  who  sits  on  my  right — 
I  do  not  know  how  the  fact  is  myself,  for  I 
have  not  had  anything  to  do  with  any  of  these 
cotton  cases  one  way  or  the  other — I  am  told 
that  more  than  two  thirds  of  these  claims  are 
for  cotton  seized  after  the  owners  were  par- 
doned, and  they  were 'persons  who  after  they 
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were  pardoned  never  gave  any  aid  or  comfort 
whatever  to  the  rebellion.  If  that  is  the  case, 
I  put  it  to  the  mover  of  this  amendment 
whether  he  is  going  to  frame  his  amendment 
in  such  wise,  as  I  understand  it  to  be,  that  it  is 
to  cut  those  men  entirely  off. 

Mr.  MOHTON.  In  corroboration  of  what 
I  said  awhile  ago,  I  beg  leave  to  read  a  reso- 
lution that  was  offered  in  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  11th  of  July,  1870.  The 
proclamation  declaring  the  fifteenth  amend- 
ment ratified  was  issued  in  March,  1870.  This 
resolution  was  offered  in  July,  1870: 

"  Retohed,  That  the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth 
articles  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States)  having  been  duly  ratified  by  the  Legis- 
latures of  three  fourths  of  the  several  States,  are 
valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes  as  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  as  such  binding 
and  obligatory  upon  the  Executive,  the  Congress, 
the  judiciary,  the  several  States  and  Territories, 
and  all  citizens  of  the  United  States." 

Which  was  agreed  to — yeas  128,  nays  32, 
Among  the  yeas  are  recorded  the  names  of 
four  Democrats ;  the  rest  are  Republicans. 
The  nays,  32,  are  all  Democrats.  Absent  and 
not  voting,  60.  Among  those  absent  and  not 
voting  there  are  sixteen  Republicans ;  the  rest 
Democrats.  I  merely  refer  to  this  in  support 
of  what  I  said,  which  was  somewhat  called  in 
question  here.  I  could  find  a  great  abundance 
of  evidence  of  that  kind,  but  I  will  not  go  into 
it  to-night. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (Mr.  Ferry, 
of  Michigan,  in  the  chair.)  The  question  is  on 
the  amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont, 
[Mr.  Morrill.] 

The  question  being  put,  the  amendment  was 
declared  to  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  had  submitted  a  motion 
that  that  amendment  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  is  not 
in  order. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  Is  it  in  order  for  me  to 
make  that  motion  now  ? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  motion 
is  not  in  order.  The  amendment  has  been 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  There  was  a  misunder- 
standing. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Sena- 
tor can  reserve  it  in  the  Senate  when  the  bill 
shall  be  reported  to  the  Senate. 

Mr.  TH  URM AN.  The  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware only  rose  to  ask  the  Chair  whether  the 
Chair  had  put  the  right  question. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
did  not  understand  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
to  have  objected  to  the  motion  or  called  for  a 
division  on  the  vote.  He  rose  for  some  other 
object. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  think  the  record  will  show 
that  I  moved  that  this  amendment  should  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
I  supposed  that  was  the  prior  motion  to  that  on 
the  adoption  of  the  amendment. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER..  The  only 
motion  the  Chair  could  entert^in'would  be  to 
lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.  Any  other 
motion  would  carry  the  whole  bill  with  it 

Mr.  THQRMAN.  I  suggest  that  the  mis- 
understanding arising  just  then  prevented  the 
call  for  a  division  being  heard. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  If  the  Sena 
tor  states  that  he  rose  to  call  for  a  division, 
the  Chair  will  entertain  the  call. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  was  surprised  at  the 
Chair  putting  the  question  on  the  amendment. 
As  soon  as  possible  I  rose  to  make  a  state- 
ment, supposing  that  my  motion  of  reference 
to  the  .ludiciary  .Committee  should  be  first 
entertained. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  do  not  think  the  Chair 
under8t>inds  that  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
this  morning  offered  a  motion  to  refer  the 
amendment  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi 
ciary,  and  addressed  the  Senate  on  that  ques- 
tion ;  and  if  I  am  correjctly  informed,  that  was 
the  question  pending^  bat  the   Chair  put  a 


question  which  was  not  the  question  before 
the  Senate.     That  is  my  impression. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  If  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware did  make  such  a  motion  to  refer  this 
amendment  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
as  he  says  he  did — and  if  he  says  so,  of  course 
I  know  he  did — I  think  it  was  a  parliamentary 
motion;  and  the  amendment,  if  that  motion 
were  agreed  to,  would  go  to  the  committee 
and  the  bill  would  go  with  it,  because  they 
cannot  be  separated.  You  can  move  to  lay 
an  amendment  on  the  table  by  our  particular 
rule,  and  if  it  is  agreed  to  the  bill  goes  with 
it,  because  they  are  inseparable.  But  we  have 
a  rule  as  to  laying  on  the  table  amendments  to 
appropriation  bills,  which  modifies  that  prin- 
ciple of  parliamentary  law.  I  think  a  motion 
to  refer  an  amendmetit  is  just  as  parliamentary 
as  a  motion  to  table  it.  Therefore,  as  the  rules 
do  not  forbid  it,  I  think  the  motion  of  the 
Senator  from  Delaware  whs  a  parliamentary 
motion.  The  effect  of  it  would  be,  if  the  Sen- 
ate should  agree  to  it,  as  they  would  have  a 
right  to  do,  to  send  bill  and  all  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee.  Then  if  that  motion  was 
made,  as  it  was,  I  think  the  Chair  would  be 
obliged  to  put  that  question  on  referring  the 
amendment,  which  would  be  in  substance  a 
proposition  to  send  the  bill,  amendments  and 
all,  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  am  not  as  conversant  with 
parliamentary  rules  as  I  should  be.  I  was  aware 
that  it  was  in  order  under  our  present  rules  to 
move  to  lay  an  amendment  on  the  table, 
which  acted  on  the  amendment  alone,  and 
allowed  the  bill  to  remain. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Thatis  confined  especially 
to  that  motion. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  believe  that  is  so.  Not 
recurring  to  that,  I  did  make  a  motion  as  I 
believed,  or  gave  notice  that  I  intended  to 
make  it — I  will  not  be  precise  as  to  which — to 
refer  this  amendment  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary;  but  as  that  would  carry  the  bill 
with  it,  and  it  is  not  my  design  that  the  Senate 
should  60  dispose  of  an  appropriation  bill,  I 
will  withdraw  the  motion  that  I  made  to  refer 
the  amendment  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  and  ask  leave  to  move  to  lay  this 
amendment  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  on 
the  table. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  The  Chair 
would  observe  just  here  that  the  present  oc- 
cupant was  not  in  the  chair  at  the  time  the 
motion  was  made  as  stated  by  the  Senator 
from  Delaware.  When  he  assumed  the  chair 
he  understood  that  the  Senator  from  Dela- 
ware had  intimated  that  he  intended  to  make 
such  a  motion  and  therefore  that  motion  had 
not  been  made.  It  was  also  understood  by 
the  Chair  that  the  Senator  from  Delaware 
intended  by  his  motion  to  refer  the  amend- 
ment simply  and  not  the  bill,  and  the  Chair 
replied  that  that  was  not  in  order.  If  the 
Senator  had  stated  that  his  object  was  to 
make  the  motion,  which  he  had  a  right  to 
make,  to  refer  the  amendment  to  the  commit- 
tee, carrying  with  it  the  whole  bill,  the  Chair 
would  have  entertained  the  motion. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
of  the  Senate  to  allow  the  motion  to  be  made 
to  lay  this  amendment  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COLE.  I  will  state  that  that  motion 
was  passed  upon  once,  and  I  think  the  same 
end  will  be  attained  by  voting  on  the  amend- 
ment directly. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  As  Senators  were  acting 
under  a  misapprehension,  I  hope  the  Chair 
will  treat  the  putting  of  the  question  and  the 
declaration  of  the  vote  as  waived,  so  that  it 
may  be  now  open  upon  the  amendment  of  my 
colleague  so  that  Senators  may  have  a  fair 
opportunity  to  take  their  position.  Assuming 
that  the  Chair  will  so  rule,  I  wish  to  say  just 
one  word  on  the  amendment  before  the  motion 
to  lay  on  the  table,  that  my  friend  from  Dela- 
ware wishes  to  make,  is  put ;  and  that  is,  I 
wish  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate,  not 
to  the  general  aspects  of  this  precise  question, 


but  to  one  or  two  remarkable  (not  reoaara'  • 
because  they  are  new,  bat  remarkable  b-r..- 
they  are   stuck  to)  propositi ona   whick  .,  . 
been  advanced  by  our   honorable  (titvi^  • 
the  other  side,  particularly   oat  of  the  n 
of  one  of  their  chief  friends,  he  who  icij. 
the  language  of  an  old  statesmaa,  proper.. 
called  primus  inter  iUastres  aaioog  xsitz. 
this  occasion  speaking  of  the  foarteeuth  ^' 
ment.     One  that  struck  me  as  stating  f>n*c  •*  • 
the  view  of  the  oppositiou  to  this  amendw-.* 
so  perfectly  as  he  always   states  thinf«  «. 
he  forgets  himself  a  little  and  loses  hi»€ar: 
[laughter,]  was  that  he   called  the  toa*'^- 
amendment  *'  a  thing  *'  which  was  imposed  ui  . 
the  people.     That  is  the   treatment  \k%\    >* 
fourteenth  amendment  even  at  ibis  la'f  d& 
to  receive  from  our  friends  open  the  other  w..- 

It  is  *'  a  thing;^'  that  is  to  say,  it  is  a  t 
strosity,  which  deserves  every  epithet  oJ'aj.:-- 
brium,  and  it  is  a  thing  which  is    **eabBi>'> 
to  because  we  cannot  help  it,"     We  hit- 
we  denounce   it ;    there    is    nothing  a>.>i  * 
which  is  agreeable  to  our  notions  of  Gt^r^* 
ment,  (as  everybody  knew  before,  to  b«  ?.'- 
and  therefore  we  now  characterize  it  as  a  tl  . 
which  is  to  be  submitted  to  per  force :  bat  . 
moment  the  pressure  is  relieved,  then  ib*^  >;  ' 
mission  will  end  too  ;  and  if  we  can  come:  * 
power,  although  we  may  not  find  any  cnr. 
ient  technical  means  of  repealing  it,  aiib*  . 
on  the  argument  we  have  made  I  do  n<>  ^ 
why  we  cannot  repeal  these  statutes  «*}  . 
furnish  the  evidence  of  its  adoption ;  but  *l  * 
ever  it  may  be,  when   we  come  into  f-?»-- 
looking  upon  it  as  a  thing   which  hMs  It- 
forced  upon  us  and  as  a  monstroas  mf^^v 
of  our  rights,  we  will  take  ^eat  care  c::* ' 
be  exceedingly  energetic  in  patting  it  ic  i-rt* 

There  is  no  constitutional  obligation  wl  '_ 
can  be  carried  out  withoat  the  strong  hand  of '  i- 
law  and  the  courts  to  carry  it  oat.  Tbertrt  *« 
if  we  can  get  into  power,  this  thing  whicb  i  - 
been  forced  upon  us,  this  hateful  inwici 
rights,  (as  the  Democrats  look  apoo  it.  >  ^b  .- 
declares,  to  be  sure,  for  libertf  and  eqcu: '; 
■hall  receive  the  treatment  it  deserves:  tij 
is  to  say,  it  shall  be  quietly  ignored ;  oo  ^^-n 
visions  of  law  shall  be  kept  upon  the  BtAiii:? 
book  which  carry  it  into  effect ;  no  JQd?r>  l* 
marshals  or  district  attorneys  shall  be  &? 
pointed  who  will  look  upon  it  other  than  v  *. 
thing  to  be  hated,  and  thereby  we  shall  scbr^- 
the  substantial  triumph  which  we  might  b^r- 
achieved  could  we  have  prevented  its  adopt*  : 

But,  Mr.  President,  there  is  one  other  t:: 
which    my  friend  said  which  in  exacrlT  tl>- 
same  line  was  quite  as  good,  and  it  b»d  "i*. 
the  merit  of  exceeding  frankness,  and  '^^ 
was  this:  that  if  perchance  it  should  bairv-' 
that   the  Democratic  party   to  nomint^  '' 
technical  organisation,  should  happen  t-i  i 
to  get  in,  in  order  fo  accomplish  these  p-j 
and  beni  6  cent  results,  why  *  ^  some  such  p&r? 
or  **8uch   party"    as  the    Democratic  p^''.' 
would  I 

Why,  Mr.  President,  that  ta  perfectly  spe 
did!     I  am  delighted  at  it.     It  ought  to  ^^ 
cast  in  letters  of,  perhaps  not  gold,  but  I  ^ 
say  copper.     It  ought  to  be  ca^t  in  kuer^  -> 
copper  and  nailed  on   evefy  guide-bonri  ^ 
the  cross-roads  all  over  the  United  Sate?  :• 
forgetting  those  in  Kentucky,  so  that  aii  '-' 
people  as  they  traveled  might  see  tha^  sacb » 
party  as  the  Democratic  party,  if  that  cap'  ' 
come  in — and  there  seems  to  be  no  gn*i  [j  •; ' 
of  it  just  now — but  that  **8uch    a  partj    > 
that  party,  under  some  other  perhaps  svrf*-^" 
name,  less    nauseous    name,  should  do  '"- 
same  thing;   that  is  to  say,  they  shnuiit  '"> 
upon  this  amendment  as  a  thing  vh!C^  *'* 
forced  upon  an  unwilling  people,  wbioh  <»- 
an  invasion  of  the  principles  of  true  goY<^- 
ment  as  we  understand   them,  and  tb^n  » 
would  be  well  again.     Sir,  that  is  deilg^  --- 
not  because  it  is  new,  but  because  it  is  tr.i  •: 
and  true  I 

The  *'8uch  party"  to  which   myfri^^^alp- 
fers  has  its  nucleas  at  a  place  in  his  owo  ^i^'< 
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which  shall  be  nameless,  and  which  is  to  go 
forth  as  ^^auch  a  part^;''  that  is,  like  the 
Democratic  party/  having  all  its  substance, 
having  all  its  elements,  havin^^all  its  memberSi 
but  not  having  its  name,  but  is  to  be  called  by 
the  name  of  **  such  a  party.*'  Well,  Mr.  Pres 
ident,  I  am  bound  to  say,  as  one  of  the  patriots 
of  this  country  who  believe  in  the  common 
good  of  mankind,  that  I  am  very  much  obliged 
to  my  honorable  friend  and  his  associates  for 
this  honorable  frankness  in  de6ning,  even  in 
this  somewhat  narrow  way,  so  far  as  elabora- 
tion goes,  and  giving  us  the  key-note  of  ex- 
actly what  it  is  proposed  to  do.  To  be  sure, 
we  all  knew  it  before  ;  but  it  is  better  to  make 
a  manly  and  public  proclamation  of  it  in  this 
way,  and  so  I  say  I  am  very  much  obliged  to 
him. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  to  come  to  this  amend- 
nsent  for  a  single  moment — the  amendment  of 
my  colleague,  not  the  fourteenth  amendment — 
the  error  into  which  my  friend  from  Ohio  has 
fallen  in  defending  this  judgment  of  the  Su- 
preme Court  is  this :  we  do  not  disagree  that 
the  Supreme  Court  has  the  right  to  declare 
upon  the  parties  that  are  before  it,  and  for  the 
guidance  of  all  suitors,  what  the  effect  of  a 
presidential  pardon  is ;  but  it  has  not  a  right 
to  declare  what  shall  be  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
particular  court ;  and  the  whole  Drake'ameod- 
mentt  so  called,  so  far  as  it  related  to  the  essen- 
tial point,  was  a  jurisdictional  amendment, 
because  it  declared  that  when  it  should  ap- 
pear that  the  claimant  had  been  disloyal,  and 
therefore  stood  as  the  man  who,  by  the  act  of 
18G3,  was  declared  should  not  have  a  status  in 
that  court,  the  cause  should  be  dismissed.  The 
Supreme  Court  have  said,  as  it  seems,  that 
notwithstanding  that  does  appear,  the  cause 
shall  not  be  dismissed,  but  the  man  shall  have 
his  money.  So  far,  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  think  the  Supreme  Court  made  an  immeas- 
urable error,  upon  the  argument  of  my  friend 
himself,  for  the  whole  substance  of  the  point 
was  that  when  it  should  appear  in  the  Court 
of  Claims  that  the  man  who  had  undertaken 
to  have  the  status  there  had  been  disloyal  as  a 
ma^er  of  fact,  the  cause  should  be  dismissed. 

Then  the  Drake  amendment  undertook  to 
lay  down  the  rule  of  evidence  as  to  what  should 
be  the  proof  of  disloyalty,  and  it  laid  down 
the.  very  same  rule  of  evidence  that  the  Su- 
preme Court,  looking  at  it  from  the  other 
point  of  view,  declared  was  the  rule  of  evi- 
dence ;  that  is  to  say,  that  the  pardon  or  am- 
nesty which  the  President  had  undertaken  to 
grant  should  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  fact 
that  the  man  stood  in  the  category  that  he  said 
he^did  when  he  accepted  his  pardon  in  writ- 
ing ;  that  is  all.  I  take  it  the  Supreme  Court 
Will  not,  as  a  general  principle,  undertake  to 
declare  that  the  law-making  power  may  not 
prescribe  rules  of  evidence  in  any  of  the  courts. 
We  always  have  hitherto,  and  they  have  al- 
ways carried  them  out. 

But,  sir,  it  was  the  exceeding  desire,  as  it 
seems  to  me,  of  that  court  (which  has  clouded 
for  ihe  moment  their  true  appreciation  of  the 
aspect  of  the  affair)  to  promote  peace  and 
harmony,  I  will  say,  to  the  country  by  giving 
to  the  people  whose  property  was  captured 
while  they  were  in  arms  against  the  United 
States  the  right  of  gettins  it  back  under  color 
of  pardon,  that  has  led  tnem  into  that  error. 

The  Senator  from  Ohio  will  not  contend 
that  any  pardon  or  amnesty  in  a  case  of  war 
will  authorize  the  belligerent,  be  he  citizen  or 
be  he  alien,  to  demand  a  restoration  of  the 
property  that  has  been  taken  from  him  by 
force  ot  arms.  This  captured  and  abandoned 
property  act  was  a  war  act  merely.  It  was  to 
have  application  in  that  very  country  where 
the  Supreme  Court,  pronouncing  its  opinion 
by  the  mouth  of  the  same  Chief  Justice  who 
pronounced  this  last  one,  declared  that  every 
man  in  that  territory  was  an  enemy  of  the 
United  States,  that  he  stood  in  the  attitude 
of  a  belligerent,  and  that  the  laws  of  pablic 
war  applied  to  bim* 


Now,  we,  applying  our  laws  to  that  state 
of  things,  say  that  one  class  of  those  public 
enemies,  those  made  public  enemies  by  the 
decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  all  of  them  who  in  fact  were  not  public 
enemies  but  onl]^  public  enemies  in  law,  might 
have  a  restoration  of  the  property  that  was 
seized  while  they  thus  stood  in  the  attitude  of 
public  eneniies,  and  that  the  other  class,  who 
were  public  enemies  in  fact  as  well  as  law, 
should  not  have  a  status  in  the  Court  of  Claims 
to  take  their  money  out  of  the  Treasury.  That 
is  all  there  is  to  it ;  and  therefore  this  amend- 
ment of  my  colleague  is  merely  to  provide,  as 
to  those  who  were  ijublic  enemies  both  in  fact 
and  in  law,  that  while  they  may  have  become 
friends  by  law,  so  to  speak,  they  shall  not 
take  this  money  out  of  the  Treasury  until  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  shall  say  so. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  The  disease  of  my  friend 
from  Indiana  is  becoming  contagious.  He 
made  his  stump  speech,  and  the  Senator  from 
Vermont  has  caught  the  disease  and  has  made 
his  little  stump  speech ;  but  I  must  say  that 
while  the  speech  of  the  latter  was  the  more 
witty,  the  speech  of  the  former  was  the  more 
ponderous  and  formidable. 

The  Senator  from  Vermont  says  that  I 
treated  the  fourteenth  amendment  with  disre- 
spect  because  I  spoke  of  it  as  a  ^Uhing.*'  I 
was  not  aware  that  I  had  used  that  word  in 
describing  iL  If  I  did,  it  was  perfectly  invol- 
untary. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Certainly;  that  is  the 
fun  of  it. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  And  if  I  did  it  is  because 
I  am  accustomed  to  use  short  Saxon  words ; 
and  furthermore  I  might  say  this  is  the  first 
time  in  my  life  I  ever  heard  that  the  word 
*'  thing"  was  a  term  of  opprobrium.  It  may 
be  made  a  ten^  of  opprobrium ;  but  that  it  is 
in  its  ordinary  signification  a  term  of  oppro- 
brium, is  what  I  never  knew  before. 

It  so  happens  that  yesterday  week  I  ad- 
dressed the  Senate  at  great  length  on  the 
North  Carolina  case.  I  bad  a  proposition  in 
regard  to  that  case  which  was  very  dear,  I  may 
say,  to  me ;  that  is,  I  felt  it  strongly,  and  felt 
its  correctness,  and  I  felt  that  the  character  of 
the  Senate  in  some  measure  depended  upon 
the  sustaining  of  that  proposition:  In  speak- 
ing of  that  proposition  in  the  very  opening 
remarks,  what  did  I  call  it?  I  beg  leave  to 
read  to  the  Senate  one  sentence : 

**  That  is  what  I  now  propose  to  show  u  well  as  I 
may  be  able  to  do  it.  I  know  it  can  be  aone.  and  X 
know  that  if  I  fail  to  do  it  to-day,  it  will  not  be 
because  the  thing  is  not  capable  of  demonstration, 
but  because  I  am  too  feeble  to  make  the  demonstra* 
tion." 

And  now,  according  to  the  logic  of  the  Sen- 
ator from  Vermont,  I  was  using  an  opprobrious 
term  in  regard  to  that  proposition,  which  1 
was  endeavoring  to  demonstrate  and  hoped  to 
be  able  to  demonstrate  to  the  Senate  that  day  I 
I  commend  to  his  reading  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
where  he  will  find  this  word  ^' thing"  used  in 
the  most  solemn  way  in  the  world.  **A11  things 
are  possible  with  God;"  but  according  to  the 
reasoning  of  the  Senator  from  Vermont  that 
means  only  all  opprobrious  things  are  possible 
with  Gbd.  That  is  the  reasoning ;  that  is  the 
loeic.     But  let  that  pass. 

In  the  next  place,  the  Senator  sticks  upon 
the  words  *^such  a  party."  That  was  very 
witty.  That  was  very  humorous.  I  leave  it 
to  those  who  go  to  the  Cincinnati  convention 
to  defend  themselves.  If  they  shall  form  a 
party  that  shall  stand  by  the  Constitution  and 
resist  its  infraction,  whether  I  shall4)e  one  of 
it  or  not,  I  shall  certainly  rejoice  that  therd  is 
one  party,  as  well  as  the  Democratic  party  in 
the  country,  that  does  that  thing 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  will  be  **  such  a  party," 
then. 

Mr.  THURMAN.  That  there  is  a  party 
that  at  least  pays  some  respect  to  the  Con- 
stitution besides  the  Democratic  party.  I 
shall  certainly  do  that ;  but  I  do  not  speak  for 
themi  I  do  not  speak  for  anybody  but  myself. 


I  do  not  speak  even  for  the  Democratic  party, 
for  I  have  no  right  to  speak  for  it.  I  am  one 
of  it  i  I  expect  to  be  one  of  it  just  as  long  as  I 
live ;  and  I  think  it  is  a  party  that  it  would  be 
well  for  this  country  if  it  should  once  more 
have  the  reins  of  government  in  its  hands. 
But  if  there  is  such  a  party,  a  party  that  will 
maintain  the  Couhtitution  and  resist  all  infrac- 
tions of  it,  and  will  administer  this  Government 
in  the  interest  of  the  people,  and  not  in  the 
interest  of  a  party  or  of  a  class,  thea  I  shall 
be  glad  if  I  cannot  get  the  Democratic  party 
to  get  that.  But  I  am  expressing  no  opinions 
about  the  Cincinnati  convention  one  way  or 
the  other  I  cannot  speak  for  the  Democratic 
party,  and  I  certainly  cannot  speak  for  a  party 
that  I  am  not  quite  well  assured  yet  has  any 
existence.     So  much  for  that. 

Now,  Mr.  President,  in  regard  to  the  argu- 
ment of  the  Senator  on  the  decision  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  I  am  not  going  over  that.  I 
have  said  all  I  wish  to  say  upon  it.  What  I 
said  before  I  will  repeat,  that  this  is  not  an 
amendment  to  be  put  upon  an-  appropriation 
bill ;  this  is  not  an  amendment  to  be  adopted 
without  any  reference  to  a  committee  or  any 
consideration  by  the  body. 

Mr:  EDM  UNDS.  My  friend  has  shown  his 
Ubual  adroitness  in  getting  out  of  his  **thing," 
by  showing  that  that  word  may  have  more 
meanings  than  one ;  but  I  shall  leave  it  to  the 
Senators  on  all  sides  who  read  the  Globe  to- 
morrow, ^because  I  know  he  does  not  doctor 
his  speeches  any  more  than  I  do  mine,)  to 
pronounce  their  judgment  upon  the  sense  in 
which  he  used  that  word. 

Almost  every  word  in  the  English  language 
has  more  meanings  than  one,  and  the  word 
^* thing"  is  one  of  them.  I  understood  the 
Senator  certainly,  and  I  think  the  context  will 
show,  that  he  used  it  in  the  sense  which  stood 
in  harmony  with  the  rest  of  his  remarks,  that 
this  *Hhing,"  as  he  called  it,  had  been  forced 
upon  us  by  unconstitutional  means,  and  in 
such  a  way  that  he  was  afraid  we  could  not  in 
form  get  rid  of  it  whatever  of  methods  of  sub- 
stance might  be  adopted. 

Now,  as  to  ^*suoh  a  party,"  if  we  can  have 
a  party,  he  says,  which  shall  be  a  constitu- 
tional party,  he  will  be  glad  of  it.  So  shall  I. 
We  have  one  party  of  that  kind  already,  Mr. 
President.  It  is  the  party  of  which  I  am  an 
humble  member  [laughter  on  the  Democratic 
side]  for  which  I  have  no  authority  to  speak. 
That  is  the  (arty  which,  in  spite  of  Democratic 
opposition,  in  spite  of  the  opposition  of  many 
of  th^  gentlemen  who  are  to  be  ''such  a  party," 
has  carried  into  effect  on  the  statute-book  of 
the  Government  the  three  amendments,  the 
thirteenth,  the  fourteenth,  and  the  fifteenth. 

Mr.  MORTON.  And  saved  the  rest  of  the 
Constitution. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  It  has  passed  the  recon- 
struction laws,  and  it  has  stood  by  them.  It 
has  passed  the  civil  rights  bill,  and  it  has  stood 
by  that,  and  it  means  to,  although,  perhaps, 
some  of  the  people  who  were  loudest  in  pass- 
ing the  civil  r^hts  bill  have  changed  their 
minds.  It  has  passed  the  later  acts  touching 
the  condition  of  these  southern  States  under 
these  new  amendments.  It  has  undertaken 
to  enforce  the  thirteenth,  the  fourteenth,  and 
the  fifteenth  amendments. 

Now,  the  honorable  Senator  plainly  means — 
he  can  mean  nothing  else^that  *'  such  a 
party,"  which  is  to  be  a  constitutional  party 
to  bring  the  Government  back  to  its  consti- 
tutional status,  must  be  a  party  which  makes 
war  upon  every  one  of  the  things  that  this 
unconstitutional  party,  as  he  calls  ours,  has 
put  upon  the  statute-book  and  put  into  the 
Constitution.  Therefore, he  may  well  say  that 
the  Cincinnati  party  is  ^'such  a  party"  as 
will  meet  with  Democratic  approval,  because 
if,  by  the  aid  of  the  Democracy  and  oy  the  aid 
of  the  elements  which  it  may  bring  to  bear,  it 
can  get  into  power*  it  will  do  the  very  thing 
which  he  says  will  make  it  a  constitationiil 
party,  and  without  which  it  will  not  be  such  a 
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parr.y,  and  without  which  it  would  be  do  party 
at  all;  and  that  is,  to  wipe  out  from  the  statute- 
book  every  enactment  that  we  have  made 
enforcing  civil  rights^  every  enactment  that  we 
have  made  enforcing  either  of  these  three 
amendments,  every  enactnjent  that  we  have 
made  protecting  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  as  citizens,  under  the  Consti- 
tution, over  the  land,  and  send  us  back  into 
the  slouffh  of  the  aristocratic  and  base  con- 
dition where  we  stood  before,  where  there 
should  not  be  equality  among  men,  where 
there  should  not  be  equal  rishts,  where  there 
should  not  be  civil  liberty,  where  there  should 
not  be  equal  suffrage,  where  there  should  be 
nothing  but  the  ancient  caste,  the  ancient 
slavery  in  substance,  and  the  ancient  Democ- 
racy to  rule. 

Mr.  THQRMAN.  I  have  never  been  one 
of  those  who  thought  that  the  Cincinnati  con- 
vention was  likely  to  be  any  very  great  event 
in  the  history  of  this  country 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Only  an  assistant  Dem- 
ocratic convention.     [Laughter.] 

Mr.  THURMAN.     Let  me  go  on. 

But  I  confess  I  beein  to  think  I  have  been 
greatly  mistaken.  Ihe  alarm  manifested  by 
the  Senator  from  Indiana,  and  reScho^d  by 
the  Senator  from  Vermont,  and  their  attack- 
ing that  convention  in  the  absence  of  the  Sen- 
ators on  this  floor  who  are  supposed  to  favor 
it,  make  me  begin  to  believe  that  there  is 
more  in  it  than  I  had  thought.  [Laughter.] 
I  do  not  see  why  such  blows  should  be  dealt  at 
it  if  it  is  a  mere  myth. 

I  do  not  see  really  why,  in  anticipation  of  it, 
and  as  if  for  the  purpose  of  warning  the  people 
not  to  go  to  it,  these  dreadful  consequences 
should  be  held  out  to  the  public  by  two  such 
distinguished  Senators.  It  looks  as  if  they  were 
afraid  of  a  stampede  in  their  own  ranks,  and 
they  were  therefore  sotinding  the  alarm  and 
calling  upon  all  their  little  lieutenants  every- 
where to  watch  the  troops  and  see  that  they 
do  not  desert.  [Laughter.]  I  do  not  know 
whether  that  is  so  or  not. 

If  my  friend,  the  chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Appropriations,  who  has  this  bill  in 
charge,  is  disposed  to  give  some  two  or  three 
days  to  stump  speaking  on  this  subject,  I  will 
send  a  message  for  those  who  are  in  favor  of 
the  Cincinnati  convention  to  come  here  and 
meet  these  two  gentlemen  on  that  subject. 
[Laughter.] 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Is  not  the  Senator  him- 
self in  favor  of  it? 

Mr.  COLE.  I  think  all  who  desire  to  make 
stump  speeches  have  done  so,  and  I  hope  we 
shall  now  be  allowed  to  have  a  vote. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  I  have  not  quite  finished 
(if  this  is  called  stump  speaking)  what  I  have 
to  say. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Ohio  says,  first, 
that  somebody  is  alarmed.  I  beg  him  not  to 
deceive  hi  mself.  Telling  the  truth ,  I  have  never 
been  taught  in  my  northern  country  to  be- 
lieve to  be  a  cause  of  alarm  to  those  to  whom 
it  is  told. 

Secondly,  (because  I  intend  to  be  brief,) 
as  to  our  alluding  to  these  subjects  in  the 
absence  of  those  Senators  who  are  supposed, 
as  he  says,  to  be  in  favor  of  the  Cincinnati 
movement,  as  it  is  called,  1  beg  him  to  under- 
stand that  we  rightly  believe,  as  I  suppose, 
that  they  are  not  other  than  the  lieutenants  to 
whom  he  has  just  allnded  in  that  movement, 
and  that  the  real  generals  and  commanders- 
in-chief  are  those  who  now  stick  by  on  this 
bill.  I  have  therefore  felt  justified  in  address- 
ing myself  to  the  Senator  from  Ohio  chiefly 
as  the  representative  man  upon  this  aspect, 
upon  that  subject,  because  I  knew,  as  every- 
body in  the  country  knows,  that  the  bottom 
of  the  tiring  rests  on  that  side  of  the  Cham- 
ber, and  not  on  this. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  Owing  to 
a  misunderstanding,  by  the  unanimous  con- 
sent of  the  Senate  the  vote  upon  the  amend- 
ment offered  by  the  Senator  from  Vermont 


is  considered  as  not  taken,  and  the  Chair  now 
recognizes  the  Senator  from  Delaware  to  make- 
his  intended  motion. 

Mr.  BAYARD.  I  move  to  lay  this  amend- 
ment on  the  table. 

Mr,  MORRILL,  of  Vermont.  That  will 
carry  the  bill  with  it. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  No;  this 
being  an  appropriation  bill,  the  motion,  if 
agreed  to,  will  simply  carry  the  amendment 
to  the  table.  The  question  is  on  the  motion 
of  the  Senator  from  Delaware. 

The  question  being  put,  it  was  declared  that 
the  ayes  appeared  to  have  it. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  us  have  the  yeas  and 
nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  Will  it  be  in  order  to 
move  to  adjourn? 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER.  That  motion 
is  in  order  at  any  time. 

Mr.  COLE.  Let  us  get  over  this  obstacle 
first. 

Mr.  EDMUNDS.  Let  us  have  an  executive 
session  for  a  few  minutes. 

KXKGUTIYB  SBSSION. 

Mr.  STOCKTON.  I  move,  then,  an  execu- 
tive session. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive 
business.  After  three  minutes  spent  in  execu- 
tive session  the  doors  were  reopened ;  and  (at 
five  o'clock  and  forty  seven-minutes  p.  m.) 
the  Senate  adjourned. 


•      HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuesday,  April  28,  1872. 

The  House  met  at  twelve  oMock  m.  Prayer 
by  the  Chaplain,  Rev.  J.  G.  Bxttler,  D.  D. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

TRAN8PBR  OF  OFFICERS. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2370)  defining 
the  rank  of  officers  transferred  from  super- 
numerary list;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to   be  printed. 

POTTAWATOMIB  AND  8HAWNKB  INDIANS. 

Mr.  COBURN.  As  the  Committee  on  Mil- 
itary Affairs  will  soon  be  called  for  reports,  I 
ask  unanimous  consent  that  the  bill  of  the 
Senate  No.  988,  to  provide  homes  for  the 
Pottawatomie  and  absentee  Shawnee  Indians 
in  the  Indian  territory,  be  taken  from  the 
Speaker's  table  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs,  not  to  be  brought  back 
into  the  House  by  a  motion  to  reconsider. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  the  bill  was 
accordingly  taken  from  the  Speaker's  table, 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

REPAYMENT  OF  TAXES  ON  DISTILLED   SPIRITS. 

Mr.  BECK.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  that 
Senate  bill  No.  881,  to  provide  for  the  abate- 
ment or  repayment  of  taxes  on  distilled  spirits 
in  bond  destroyed  by  casualty,  be  taken  from 
the  Speaker's  table  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly taken  from  the  Speaker's  table,  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

DENVER    AND  RIO  GRANDE  RAILWAY. 

Mr.  CdAFFEE,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2871)  granting 
the  right  of  wav  through  the  public  lands  to 
the  Denver  and  Rio  Qrande  Railway  Company ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Railways  and  Canals, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

ANDREW  DILLMAN. 

Mr.  SNAPP,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2872)  for  the  exten- 


sion of  a  patent  to  Andrew  Dill  man ;  vt   . 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  and,  witii  . 
accompanying  papers,  referred   to  the  C.«l 
mittee  on  Patents,  and  ordered  to  be  prio'^i. 

EDWARD  C.  OAKLICK. 

Mr.  COBURN,  by  unanimous  cooseou 
troduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2373)  for  the  re.  - 
of  Edward  C.  Garlick  ;  which  was  read  a  £^ 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Comm.i'.-r; 
of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AGRICULTURAL  COLLBOBS. 

Mr.  SLATER,  by  uoanim  us  coosif'ct. 
troduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2374)  ameud&u  - 
of  an  act  entitled   *'An  act  donating  p::.   . 
lands  to  the  several  States  and    Territ'^r^ 
which  may  provide  colleges  for  the  bei;e£t  .- 
agriculture  and  the  mechanic   arts,*'  pa.*--. 
July  2,  1862;  which  was  read  a  first  and  «>«?'  *.: 
time,  referred  to  the  Commiuee  on  the  Pu^. 
Lands,  and  ordered  to  be  printMl. 

LAND  GRANT  FOR  SCHOOLS  IN   MISSOU&I. 

Mr.  McCORMICE,  of  Missoari,  by  oas^ 
mous  consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  >* 
2375)  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Miaaoari  all  :.- 
public  lands  witiiin  the  State  remaining  at .: 
posed  of  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  »•:& 
fund  of  said  State ;  which  was  read  a  fint  i^ : 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Commiu^**    i 
Education  and   Labor,   and    ord^^  to  '- 

**"°       '  FREDERICK  PBCK. 

Mr.  DONNAN,  by  unanimous  consenv  * 

mitted  the  following  preamble  and  resoln: 
which  were  read,  considered,  and  adopi«-<i 

Whereas  it  it  represented  that  Mr.  Frederir^  i*— 
formerly  a  clerk  in  the  Boreaa  of  Acricalnur.  sa-'- 
to  the  Affficaltaral  Department  a  lane  d^sA' 
from  his  own  coUeotion  of  ipedmeiis  ror  bou- 
referenee,  which  was  accepted  by  special  aet  oi  ".-^ 
gress;  and  whereas  it  is  farther  represented  t£&*   - 
was  several  years  since  dlscharsed  from  his  p-i^ 
in  that  Department,  and  is  now  indigent  %l  :  n 
in  valid  in  one  of  the  hospitals  of  tbia  city:  Tli«f>'  r- 

Betolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Aarieahuri  ■« 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  facta  of  the  cv-e.  ■:: 
if  in  their  jndnnent  the  eireamstaneee  warrart  . 
report  to  thisHouse  a  bill  gnmting  said  Pv<  i  i^* 
sonable compensation  for  his  services  and  liiitrxl  -. 
and  that  the  committee  be  aathoriaed  to  rc{.-.  r:  i 
any  time. 

8UPBRI0R  BAY,   LAKK  SUPERIOa. 

Mr.  RUSK,  by  nnanimoua  consenu  inr- 
duced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2376)  to  restore  i- 
waters  of  the  bay  of  Superior  to  their  DK'.r^ 
outlet;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second  tis> 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commercr.  j.' 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PKKSBTTBRIAN  CUUUCH»   MDRFRKB!MSi>ftO 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  by  unanimoas  con>«au  . 
troduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2377)  makinj  -. 
appropriation  for  the  benefit  of  the  Prv^l>  - 
rian  church,  Murfreesboro,  Tennessee;  v:  -. 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referrtsi  * 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  and  ordered  ti.  > 
printed. 

RBUOYAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIIS. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  by  unanimoas  conset::.  ^> 

introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.   No.   2S78;  for  ;: - 
removal  of  the  political  disabilities  ol  J.  t 
Dromgoole,  of  Tennessee ;  whicli  was  rt>a. . 
first  and  second  time,  and  referred  to  the  C-.s 
mittee  on  the  Judiciary. 

ROBERTSON  TOPP  AMD  WILLIAM  L.  TASCE 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  by  unanimons  consent,  aU- 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2879)  tor  '.i- 
relief  of  Robertson  Topp  and  William  I 
Vance;  which  was  read  a  first  and  siec -i. 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mibu-.. 
Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MART  K.  CAMPBBLL. 

Mr.  BRIGHT,  by  unanimous  consent,  &l«- 
introduced  a  bill  (li.  R.  No.  2380)  ^Factini:  . 
pension  to  Mary  £.  Campbell;  which  r*^ 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  'l-- 
Committee  on  RevoluUonary  Pensions  &^- 
War  of  1812,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

MAJOR  OKNBBAL  DON  CAEL06  BUSLL 

Mr.  SLOG  CM,  by  unanimous  consent,  sz^ 
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mi t ted  the  following  preamble  and  resolation; 
which  were  read,  considered,  and  adopted : 

Whereas  the  Secretary  of  Wa(  has  Informed  this 
House  that  after  dilifpent  search  through  the  files 
of  hi5  Department  the  record  of  proceedings  of  the 
court  of  inquiry  in  the  case  of  Major  Qenera]  Don 
Carlos  Buell  cannot  be  found:  Therefore, 

Reioived,  That  the  Gommittee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  authorized  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  to 
examine  witnesses  on  oath  with  a  view  of  ascertain- 
inR  if  possible  what  has  become  of  such  record  and 
who  is  responsible  for  its  loss,  and  to  inquire  gen- 
erally as  to  the  preservation  of  the  records  of  the 
War  Department. 

MRS    MARTHA  S    HOOSK  KUSSKI.L. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  ask  unanimous  consent 
that  Senate  bill  No.  168,  for  tbe  relief  of 
Mrti.  Martha  S.  House  Russell,  be  taken  from 
the  Speaker's  table  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims. 

No  objection  was  made ;  and  the  bill  was 
accordingly  taken  up,  read  a  first  and  sec- 
ond time,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

Mr.  BRIGHT.  I  ask  leave  for  the  com- 
mittee to  report  on  this  case  at  any  time. 

Tbe  SPEAKER.  The  Committee  of  Claims 
is  called  oftener  than  any  other  committee. 
The  Chair  thinks  that  in  the  present  condi- 
tion of  public  business  leave  should  not  be 
g[ranted  to  that  committee  to  report  at  any 
time. 

Mr.  BUCKLEY.    I  object. 

DIRBCTOR  OF  BURKAU  OF  STATISTICS. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2881)  to  restore 
the  office  of  Director  of  Bureau  of  Statistics 
and  extend  the  duties  of  said  Director ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

PURCHASE  OF  FOREION-BUILT  VESSKLS. 

Mr.  L.  MYERS  also,  by  unanimous  consent, 
presented  a  memorial  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
of  Philadelphia,  protesting  against  any  enact- 
ment permitting  the  unrestricted  purchase  of 
foreign-built  vessels  as  against  the  interests  of 
American  shipping  and  commerce  ;  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

SAW-MILI^  ON  MISSISSIPPI  RIYBR. 

Mr.  HAWLEY,  by  unanimous  consent,  in- 
troduced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2380)  for  the  pro- 
tection of  owners  of  saw- mills  on  the  Missis- 
sippi river ;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
lime,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

HAIL  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  VAN  TRUMP,  by  unanimons  consent, 
presented  the  views  of  the  minority  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads 
in  relation  to  the  letting  of  mail  contracts; 
which  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

METROPOLITAN  STREET  RAILROAD. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2882) 
to  repeal  a  certain  provision  in  the  charter  of 
the  Metropolitan  Street  Railroad  Company  of 
Washin^o,  District  of  Columbia  ;  which  was 
read  a  hrst  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

ELIAS  BEAL. 

.  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee,  also,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No. 
23B3)  to  increase  the  pension  of  Captain  Elias 
Beal,  of  Hawkins  county,  Tennessee  ;  which 
"Was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

SARAH  BARRT. 

,  Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Tennessee,  also,  by  unan- 
imous consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R,  No. 
^384)  to  grant  a  pension  to  Sarah  Barry,  of 
lennessee;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
Ijme,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
I^ensious,  aad  ordered  to  be  printed. 


RAILROAD  BRIDGE  ACROSS  QENESEE  RIVER. 

Mr.  CLARKE,  of  New  York,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2385) 
to  authorize  the  construction  of  a  railroad  and 
draw  bridge  across  the  Genesee  river  in  Mon- 
roe county.  New  York  ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Commerce,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

BOUNTIES 

Mr.  SPEER,  of  Pennsylvania,  bv  unani- 
mous consent,  introduced  a  bill  (U.  R.  No. 
2387)  in  relation  to  bounties;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

INTERNATIONAL  TELBORAPH. 

Mr.  PACKARD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2388)  to  encour- 
age and  promote  telegraphic  communication 
between  America  and  Asia;  which  was  read  a 
first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Foreign  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

COMMODORE  JOHN  P.  GILLIS. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2389)  for  the 
promotion  of  Coqamodore  John  P.  Gillis,  Uni- 
ted States  Navy,  to  the  grade  of  rear  admiral 
on  the  retired  list;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

,         INTERNAL  RBYBNUE  LAWS. 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  I  ask  unanimous  con- 
sent that  the  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2368)  to  amend 
the  internal  revenue  laws,  which  was  intro- 
duced by  me  yesterday,  may  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

There  beii\g  no  objection,  it  was  ordered 
accordingly. 

governor's  ISLAND,  NEW  TORK  HARBOR. 

Mr.  ELY,  by  unanimous  consent,  introduced 
a  joint  resolution  (H.  R.  No.  140)  donating 
Governor's  Island,  in  New  York  harbor,  to 
the  State  of  New  York ;  which  was  read  a  first 
and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

REMOVAL  OF  POLITICAL  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  SLOSS,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro 
duced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2390)  to  remove  the 
political  disabilities  of  Terrel  Fulton  VV<ald- 
rop,  a  citizen  of  Jefferson  county,  Alabama ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

LAND  BOUNTIES  FOR  SOLDIERS. 

Mr.  GARRETT,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2391)  granting  to 
each  officer,  soldier,  seaman,  and  marine  who 
served  the  United  States  in  the  late  war  of  the 
rebellion  and  was  honorably  discharged  there- 
from a  certificate  or  warrant  for  public  lands ; 
which  was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

FREDERICK  SMITH 

Mr.  BARNUM,  by  unanimous  consent,  intro- 
duced a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2393)  for  the  relief  of 
Frederick  Smith ;  which  was  read  a  first  and 
second  time,  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

KATHARINE  ENSWORTH. 

Mr.  BLAIR,  of  Michigan,  by  unanimous 
consent,  introduced  a  bill  (H.  ii.  No.  2392) 
for  the  relief  of  Katharine  Ensworth ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

INDIAN  commissioners'  REPORT. 

Mr.  UPSON,  by  unanimous  consent,  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution ;  which  was 
referred  to  the 'Committee  on  Printing : 
Besoloed,  That  five  thousand  extra  oopies  of  the 


report  of  the  board  of  Indian  oomminioners  for 
1871  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Bep- 
resentatives. 

JONATHAN  WHITR,  SEN*. 

Mr.  BURCHARD,  by  unanimous  consent, 
introduced  a  bill  (H.  R.  No.  2394)  for  the 
relief  of  Jonathan  White,  sen.;  which  was  read 
a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

TARIFF. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  ask  unanimous  consent  for 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  to 
which  I  am  quite  sure  there  will  be  no  objec- 
tion. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

Beaolved,  That  the  usual  number  of  copies  of  the 
bill  reported  by  tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
to  reduce  duties,  Ao.,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House  under  the  direction  of  the  clerk  of  said  com- 
mittee, with  a  statement  in  the  margin  opposite  each 
article  therein  named  of  the  duty  on  said  article 
provided  by  existing  law. 

Mr.  HAL.E  I  ask  the  gentleman  to  modify 
the  resolution  so  that  there  will  be  a  statement 
of  the  tariff  under  the  laws  of  1842,  1846,  and 
1867. 

Mr.  HOAR.  I  will  so  modify  my  resola- 
tion. 

The  resolation,  as  modified,  was  adopted. 

WILLIAM  HUTCHISON. 

Mr.  MOORE.  The  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions  have  the  privilege  of  reporting  this 
evening  and  at  the  session  to-morrow  evening, 
and  I  therefore  ask  unanimous  consent  to  take 
from  the  Speaker* s  table  the  Senate  pension 
bills  there,  in  order  that  they  may  be  referred 
to  that  committee. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  object, 
and  I  do  it  for  this  reason  :  I  wish  the  House 
to  go  to  the  Speaker's  table  and  take  up  the 
business  there  in  regular  order.  We  nave 
not  gone  to  the  Speaker's  table  during  this 
session. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  will  inform 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  that  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions  are  author- 
ized to  report  at  the  session  this  evening  and 
at  the  session  to-morrow  evening. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  MassachnsetU.  I  with- 
draw my  objection. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Moore  was  agreed  to. 

The  SPEAKER  laid  before  the  House  a 
bill  (S.  No.  954)  granting  a  pension  to  William 
Hutchison,  minor  son  of  Joseph  Hutchison, 
deceased ;  which  was  read  a  nrst  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Peiisions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

KLIZA  WHITING. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  bill  (S.  No.  856)  granting  a  pension  to  Eliza 
Whitidg;  which  was  read  a  first  and  second 
time,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Invalid 
Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

JOHN  GAKBADOH. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  Honse 
a  bill  (S.  No.  989)  granting  a  pension  to  John 
Carbaugh,  a  private  of  company  A,  forty-sixth 
regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers ;  which  was 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

MART  A.  UONTGOMBBT. 

The  SPEAKER  also  laid  before  the  House 
a  bill  (S.  No.  855)  |;ranting  a  pension  to  Mary 
A.  Montffomery,  widow  of  William  W.  Mont- 
gomery, Tate  private  Texas  volunteers ;  which 
was  read  a  first  and  second  time,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Invalid  Pensions,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

RICHARD  B.  CRAWFORD. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chair  lays  before  the 
House  the  following  veto  message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows: 

To  the  Houte  of  RepretentcUive*  : 

I  return  herewith  House  resolution  No.  622,  enti- 
tied  *'An  act  granting  a  pension  to  Riohord  B. 
Crawford,"  without  my  approval,  for  the  reason  that 
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said  Crawford  is  now  drawing  a  pension  as  a  private 
soldier ;  the  wound  on  account  of  which  ho  was  pen- 
sioned havingr  been  received  before  his  promotion  to 
a  lieutenancy.  XJ.  S.  GRANT. 

Executive  Mansion,  Aj>r%l  22, 1872. 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Invalid  Pensions,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

PRITILKOBS  OF  TUB  VLOOR. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  I  demand  the 
regular  order  of  business. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  House  resumes  the 
consideration  of  the  report  from  the  Committee 
on  the  Rules  on  whicn  the  previous  question 
was  ordered  before  the  adjournment,  and  the 
question  is  on  agreeing  to  the  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  rules  which  the  Clerk  will  read. 

The  Clerk  read  as  follows : 

That  Rule  181  be  amended  as  follows: 
First,  strike  out  all  after  the  words  **  provided 
that  "down  to  and  including  the  words  **Hall  of 
the  Huu3A,"and  insert  in  lieu  thereof  the  follow- 
iiiff,  *'ex-inembcr8  of  the  House  shall  be  entitled 
to  the  privilof^o  of  admission  to  the  floor  on  making 
declaration  on  honor,  in  a  register  to  be  kept  for 
that  purpose,  that  they  have  no  personal  or  private 
interest  in  any  legislative  measure  before  the  House 
or  any  of  its  committees." 

Second,  insert  at  the  end  of  the  rule  the  following  : 
"and  the  Doorkeeper  shall  be  held  responsible  to 
the  House  for  the  execution  of  this  rule.'' 

Mr.  COX  rose. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Is  it  in 
order,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  move  to  lay  the  reso- 
lution on  the  table? 

The  SPEAKER.     It  is. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Then  I 
move  to  lay  the  whole  matter  on  the  table. 

Mr.  COA.  I  believe  I  had  called  the'  pre- 
vious question  on  the  resolution.  I  was  about 
to  withdraw  it  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
statement  to  the  House;  and  I  ask  the'gen* 
tleman  from  Massachusetts  to  waive  for  a  few 
moments  bis  motion  to  lay  the  matter  on  the 
table.     He  can  renew  it  at  any  time. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetts.  Very 
well;  I  withdraw  it  for  the  present. 

Mr.  COX.  I  was  to  have  stated  last  even- 
ing, but  was  prevented  in  the  hurry  of  adjourn- 
ment, the  reason  which  impelled  the  commit- 
tee to  offer  this  rule  to  the  House. 

My  friend  from  Kentucky,  [Mr.  Lewis,] 
offered  a  resolution  some  weeks  ago,  which 
went  the  length  of  an  entire  exclusion  from 
the  floor  of  all  ex-members  of  Congress.  The 
House  knows  very  well  that  it  has  come  to  be 
a  nuisance  to  have  so  many  ex-members  of 
Congress  here  for  selfish  purposes.  The  res- 
olution of  my  friend  from  Kentucky  was  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules.  They  had  a 
meeting  yesterday.  One  member  of  the  com- 
mittee was  not  present  at  the  meeting;  but 
four  out  of  the  five  members  of  the  committee 
concurred  in  our  presenting  this  report. 

This  is  not  a  great  change  from  the  present 
rule,  as  gentlemen  will  see  by  compairing  the 
two.  Theold  rule  simply  requires  an  ex- mem- 
ber of  Congress,  before  he  has  ihe  privileges 
of  this  House,  to  state  that  he  has  no  interest 
in  any  claim  pending  before  Congress.  The 
word  ^^  claim  ^'  has  been  interpreted  to  mean 
strictly  a  claim  for  money,  like  those  pending 
before  the  Committee  of  Claims.  Now,  an 
ex- member  of  Congress  may  be  an  agent  or 
lobbyist  here  for  matters  of  far  more  import- 
ance than  a  mere  claim.  He  may  be  here  for 
the  purpose  of  forcing  a  bill  through  Congress 
which  involves  millions  and  millions  of  dol- 
lars. Our  obiect  in  reporting  this  rule  was 
if  possible  to  keep  the  floor  of  the  House  as 
thoroughly  clear  of  this  lobby  system  as  is 
consistent  with  our  regard  for  our  old  mem- 
bers. It  is  somewhat  of  a  delicate  matter 
to  report  a  resolution  of  this  kind.  I  appre- 
ciate as  much  as  perhaps  any  other  member 
of  Congress  the  amenities  and  socialities 
which  belong  to  our  old  service  together  here. 
But  I  do  know  this,  that  some  rule  is  abso- 
lutely recjuired  by  which  this  House  shall  pro- 
tect itseli  against  outsiders,  whether  they  have 
been  members  of  Congress  or  whoever  they 
may  be. 


I  hope  my  friend  from  Massachusetts,  [Mr. 
Butler,]  if  I  may  call  him  so,  will  not  be  in  a 
hurry  to  lay  this  very  valuable  rule  on  the  table. 
\*  e  need  it 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  Will  the  gentleman  tell 
us  whether  there  has  been  any  wrong  done,  or 
whether  there  has  been  any  instance  of  breach 
of  privilege  or  impropriety  of  conduct  on  the 

Sart  of  any  ex-memoer  of  Congress  on  the 
oor? 

Mr.  COX.  So  far  as  I  am  personally  con- 
cerned, without  pretending  to  be  a  purist  or 
to  be  altogether  virtuous,  because  I  have  never 
been  tempted  by  these  people,  I  have  no 
knowledge  of  myself  of  any  wrongdoing.  But 
I  have  my  eyes  about  me,  and  members  of 
Congress  know  what  this  means.  It  is  unne- 
cessary to  go  into  detail  on  this  subject.  We 
know  that  it  is  a  troublesome  thing,  an  abnor- 
mal condition  of  legislation,  to  have  these  men 
ou  the  floor  of  the  House  dictating  to  us,  taking 
our  seats,  usurping  our  functions,  regulating 
our  legislation.  If  they  want  to  influence  our 
legislation  rightly,  let  them,  as  in  the  English 
Parliament,  go  to  our  committees.  In  England 
no  man,  except  a  member,  not  even  a  minister, 
is  allowed  on  the  floor  of  the  House.  Out- 
siders are  kept  in  the  lobbies,  and  if  they  have 
good,  honest  business  before  Parliament,  they 
go  before  committees  to  present  that  business. 

Mr.  FARNSWORTH.  I  wish  to  ask  the 
gentleman  a  question.  Can  he  not  so  amend  the 
rule  as  also  to  require  that  no  member  of  Con- 
gress shall  occupy  a  seat  in  this  House  until 
he  shall  subscribe  a  declaration  that  he  is  not 
interested  in  any  measure  before  Congress? 
We  ought  not  to  make  a  rule  in  this  matter 
for  ex- members  which  we  would  not  be  will- 
ing to  make  for  members. 

Mr.  COX.  The  House  has  the  power,  which 
it  can  exercise  at  anytime,  to  expel  any  mem- 
ber who  may  abuse  his  privilege:  The  remark 
of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois  is  not  pertinent 
to  this  resolution.- 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  Will  my  friend  from  New 
York  allow  me  to  inquire  whether  the  House 
has  not  also  the  power  to  punish  for  contempt 
any  other  person  not  a  member  of  Congress? 

Mr.  COa.  Yes ;  but  does  the  House  exer- 
cise that  rieht? 

Mr.  BINGHAM.  It  has  done  so  repeat- 
edly. 

Mr.  COX.     Very  rarely. 

Mr.  BINGHAM.     Well,  it  has  done  it. 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  It  was  sug- 
gested last  evening  when  we  were  about  to 
adjourn  that  the  rule  requiring  ex-members 
to  register  themselves  was  a  hard  and  oppress- 
ive one  to  subject  any  gentleman  to.  I  desire 
to  submit  that  it  is  now  the  rule.  We  do  not 
change  the  rule  in  that  respect.  Ex-members 
are  now  required  to  register  themselves,  and 
the  change  here  asked  for  is  simply  as  to  the 
meaning  of  one  word,  the  word  **  claim,"  the 
simple  change  that  instead  of  using  the  word 
'*  claim  "  we  shall  use  the  broader  word  *'  legis- 
lation," so  that  the  rule  shall  have  what  it 
was  intended  to  have,  direct  application  to 
the  legislation  of  the  House  to  guard  the 
House  against  the  impropriety  of  having  the 
privileges  of  the  floor  used  by  persons  not 
members  to  influence  directly  the  legislation 
in  which  they  are  interested.  That  is  all  there 
is  in  the  proposed  change.  It  subjects  no 
gentleman,  no  ex-member,  to  any  other  con- 
dition than  he  is  now  subjected  to,  except  that 
this  amendment  will  enlarge  the  meaning  of 
the  single  word  *^ claim"  so  as  to  make  it 
cover  legislation  generally. 

Mr.  Bu TLER,  of  Massachusetts.  I  will  ask 
the  gentleman  whether  that  rule  is  not  wholly 
in  disuse,  while  this  amendment  requires  the 
Doorkeeper  to  enforce  this  rule? 

Mr.  GARFIELD,  of  Ohio.  The  rule  is  not 
at  all  in  disiiae.  The  committee  made  in- 
quiries on  that,  subject,  and  found  that  the 
Doorkeeper  is  required  by  the  rules  to  carry 
out  strictly  this .  apeoific  rule  by  number.  It 
'}B  namb^ed  in   auotber  rilU   defining  the 


duties  of  the  Doorkeeper.  Now,  the  effec^ ::' 
it  is  that  we  can  find  that  almost  oob- -.  • 
interested  in  a  claim,  in  the  narrow  and  i^.i 
nical  sense  of  the  word,  and  therefore,  yr  •'- 
ably,  the  rule  is  really  and  practically  in.  i  ^r. 
tive.  The  only  thing  we  ask  is  that  the  r.  - 
shall  be  made  operative  hr  putting  is  : 
broader  word.  I  can  hardly  conceive  L  v 
any  gentleman  can  say,  if  the  rule  nu?  . 
existence  is  proper,  that  it  is  not  as  pro^^r.  ' 
more  manifestly  proper,  to  put  in  the  trc^i-r 
word. 

Mr.  COX.     I  now  yield   to  the  gentV?  . 
from  Massachusetts,  [Mr.  Ba.27K9,]  a  mem.-- 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Rules. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetta.    I  tbt cr 
that  as  I  withdrew  the  motion  to  lay  ur-^n 
table  for  the  time  being  I    vaa   eDt:.^>.-<i  t 
resume  the  floor  to  renew  it. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  gentleman  from  NV* 
York  was  properly  entitled  to  the  floor  «  b- . 
the  resolution  was  called  up. 

Mr,  BANKS.     And  I  take  the  floor  Kt  t 
permission  of  the  gentleman  from  New  Yo-k. 

Mr.'  BUTLER,  of  Massachusetu.  I  ot .h:  -^i 
the  floor  this  morning  to  move  to  lay  the  r<r^.» 
Intion  on  the  table. 

The  SPEAKER.  The  Chiur  nDder«ta^i< 
the  gentleman's  colleague  only  desires  lo  saj 
a  few  words 

Mr.  BANKS.     The    gentleman  from  X^' 
York,  [Mr.  Cox,]  the  member  uf  the  Coqe 
tee  on  the  Rules  who  reported  this  aictrs.: 
ment,  is  clearly  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  BUTLER,  of  Massachasetts.  (to  M- 
Banks.)  He  yielded  last  night,  when  j.^ 
were  not  here. 

Mr.  BANKS.  Then,  if  the  motion  has  \--. 
withdrawn,  he  can  speak. 

Mr.  SCOFIELD.  The  gentleman  froa  >\ir 
York  yielded  only  for  a  motion  to  adjour.. 

Mr.  BANKS.  I  ask  leave  to  say  a  few  a  cr 
only.     This  is  a  very  important  matter.  &<  r 
touches  the  relations  between  the  Hou<e  si . 
ex- members  and   may  a^ect  ourselves  ^^-r- 
after,  and  therefore  it  ought  to  be  well  cr*  ^'  * 
stood.     Since  it  seems  lo  be  a  sarpf>r 
many  gentlemen,  I  suggest  to  my  coliea^Tue 
the  .committee  that  it  may  be  expedieut  tu  r^ 
commit  it,  in  order  that  the  phraseology  cw 
be  reconsidered ;  but  the   House  will  &rf;  ' 
necessity  for  acting  on  this  question.     I  i 
sented  reluctantly  to  the  rule,  bat  the  rer-v*-  - 
are  such  as  compel  the  judgment  of  the  H '  :;- 
to  approve  it  in  some  form  or  other.     N  « 
there  are  two  hundred  and  twenty  ex  m~T 
hers  registered  here,  and  the  single  res^r  c 
on  them  is  that  they  are  not  to  be  io!prr>  -. 
in  any  claim.     They  interpret  that  to  isv.: 
that  they  have  not  any  claims  of  their  o-:. 
Of  course  they  have  no  claims  of  their  o-^ : 
It  would  be  very  rare  that  an  ex-memb^r  : 
Congress  should  have  any  claim  of  hi^o'o 

Mr.  MAYNARD.  They  may  be  sgeny  r 
attorneys  for  others  who  have  claims. 

Mr.  BANKS.     They  do  not  underst&od 
so,  and  the  Doorkeeper  is  not  required  or  e  :^ 
powered  to  put  that  question  to  ihem.  i«'.  •  ~r 
phraseology  in  which  me  gentleman  from  I'.'. 
nessee  [Mr.  Matnard]  states  it.     That  i^  i  • 
in  the  rule,  and  it  is  therefore  neees&&rT  ' 
make  some  change  in  its  phraseology.     1  q*-: 
are  no  charges  made  against  aoyfoody.     \kz  -^ 
of  no  reason,  so  far  as  any  particular  ca^-  ^ 
concerned,  why  the  rule  should  be  ch&i  ^rrC 
But  the  officers  of  the  House,  from  the  Sprf-^  ' 
down,  to  whom  this  matter  is  every  diiy  f  r 
sented  by  their  friends,  and  who  are  requ-' : 
to  rule  for  or  against  them,  ask  the  House  ' 
give  them  more  precise  instructions.     The  r.  • 
as  reported   may  perhaps  be  susceptible  ^ 
improvement,  and  it  may  be  well  to  give  i.- 
House  more  time  for  considering  xhh  q  '- 
tion.     But  there  can  be  no  doubt  wb^^'tr.-r 
that  the  rule  itself  should  be  more  specie.  -* 
to  the  purpose  of  the  House,  and  the  aoib  c 
ity  of  the  officers  of  the  House  in  the  t^nfcr.-^ 
ment  of  the  rule.     There  are  two  hondred  sz  . 
twenty  ex-memben  alreA4j  registered.    U^ 
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